. mun, Mad

: Mountaineers’ late-

iresults in wild 34-32 OVAC win

By RICK DeLUCA
\'Times Leader Sposts Writes

B you were one of those who left
+he 22nd Annual Rudy Mumley
\OVAC ,Charity All-Star Foalball
:Classic ot Whecling tsland Siadium a
«blt early Sunday night, shame on
vyaul!

In one of the most thrilling finishes
‘ever in the annual Ohio-West
+Virginia pridiron classie, the Moun-
‘laineers staged an amazing comeback
ithat put 20 points on the board in the
“final 2:53, then siopped a poteatal
game-tying PAT 1o regisier an ac-
‘ion-packed 34-32 win over ihe
Buckeycs,

With a huge crowd of an estimaied
10,000 screaming onlookers witness-
ing the lalz-game fircworks, the West
Virginia stus halied 2 (wo-pame
Ohio win streak ns the Ohio lead in
the series dropped v 27.20 pverall
and 129 since the OVAC began
spoasorshipin 1972, Last year's con-
Aest was halled in the second quarter
by weather and declared a *no con-
esg”,
. Dave Caldwell, who coached the
‘Beallsville Blue Devils to an OVAC
championship last scason, saw his
Ohio gridders take a 2614 lead Izle
into the fourth quarier befors West
Virpinia staricd its big comeback.,

The much-anticipated ballle be-
tween the Ohio Valicy's all-time ca-
reer nushing leader Bill West of
Buckeye Local and highly-louted
Wheeking Central back Curtis
McGhee took a backseat 1o Bishop
“Donahue quansrback Mark Gordon,
who passed for nearly 200 yards in
the secand half,

With the Othigans leading by 26-14
as the third quarter closcd with a
spirited free-for-all in front of the
Mountainesr berch that led w five
player cjections, West Virginia men-
lor Rick Blake of Donahue decided
10 go tor the air in the final frame.

West Virginia's first passession
produeed diltle o bolsier the hosts!
attack as defcnsive gems by

‘Sha:iuyside's Chad Wiley, Union
Local’

s Maut Motris and Bamcs-
ville's Jason Plumly gave the
Buckeyes control on their 11 with
8.02 remaining,

Ohio ran the clock down to 4:28
before Weir's Marcus  Clausell
returmed an Ohio punt 35 yards (o the
Buckeye 20, West Virginia went la
the 2if twice 25 Cigrdon conrecied
with Wheeling Park's Justin Kiger
for four yards and Clauseli for 1210
the [oue-yard line, McGhee added &
yasd off tackle before sweeping the
right sitle from the three for a score at
the 2:53 mark, Wheeling Park's Mat
Dilomnzo booted the PAT 1o cut the
gap 10 26-21,

Wesl Virginia opted for the onside
kick and played it to perfection,
regaining possession al the midfcid
stripe on 1he ensuing kickalf.

Witey and Mingo's Mark

* Kk *

Wesl Virginle G T 7 004
Ohlo 14 B 6432
OChio « Bill Wast, 3-yard nan. Kick falled.
Wast Virginia — Curtis McGhee, #-yard
nun, Mat Uit orenzo kick,

Ohia — Bill West, 1-yard rin. Run failed.
Chia — Don Hendarshot, 30-yard fumbla
recovary, Mike Sall run.

Wast l.r%i!ﬂﬂ — Curlls McGhee, S-yard
% Dilorenzo kick.

g'i‘l?d_“ Malt Schehl 2.yard nun. Pass

Weat Viginia = Gurtis McGhes, 3-yard
run, Man Diborenze kick,
Wesl Virginia — Artie Moore, 58.yard pass.
{’.,“mlc‘}"“ﬁ WcGhjuBKiB:k 1a§|94:1. o

Bs inia « .J. B. Burge, 43-ya 5
iﬁtm:t?on. Matt DiLu;angn. yard pas

Dre " A, Marn, 5o rd Kt

Biackbum combined on a sack that
\hrew Gordon for an eight-yard loss,
but the Toss wasn't cnoogh, On the
next play, Gordon flipped o (he
clusive McGhee and the Central
standout took a few sieps to his lelt
before tossing & long pass to a
wide-open  Anic Moore near the
Ohio 30 and 1he Bishop Donahue ace
rambled ta the endzone to completca
58-yord séoring sirike that gave the
West Virginians their first lead at
2726 with 1:59 on the hoard,
Dilornza's placement missed its
mark, -

Ohio attiempted 10 mily and had
just picked up an imparwant fitst
town on a fourth-and-five pass ftom
Belfalre's Mike Call to  Martins
Ferry's Josh Lucas when lightning
struck,

Call, rying 1o [lip a pass to Wesl
coming out of the backfield, was
picked olf by John Marshali's 1.B.
Burge at the 43 and the Mouninincer
raced to paydirt and a 34-26 lead
wilh just 58 licks remaining.

Showing some resilence of their
pwa, the Buckeyes bounced right
back aos Wellsville's Andy Marntin
1ook the ensuing kickolT and raced 99
yards for an Ohio $core, pulling the
Bucks within lwo with 43 sccond
left. West atempled o add the
game-tying two-point conversion on
a sweep around the nght side, but
was stopped short on a big tackle by
Bropke High's Buck Necl.

Chio appeared (o sct the tone car-
ly, staying on the ground and aking
advantage of the putstanding mnning
tslents of West and & smong offensive
fine,

In the Buckeyes® opening posses-
sion stanting from the 41, Caldwell
cafled on West twice for gainers of
seven and five yards and following a
Martin pickup of three, West added
15 on an exciting run off ackle, The
drive stalied, but the Ohioans hit
paydin on their neat possession,

Repaining contra) on the West
Virginia 45 afier 5L Clairsville's
Scott Ponerfield returned 2 Moun-
taincer punt 12 yanls, the Buckeyes
stayed on the ground, Martin carmied
for threz, West added seven and
Meadowhroak’s Matt Schehl ran
twiee for £ and throe yards o the
Mountaineer 19. West ran four
straight times, petting four of right
1ackle, six swecping Lhe lefl side, six
more sweeping the right side and the
last three 10 Lhe endzone over the loft
crd with 3:58 on the first quaner
clock.

Just as they were plagued
roughour the contest, Ohio was
shut outon the PAT.,

West Yirginia bounced back laie
in whe first frame with a drive that
highlighled the running of McGhee
and was keycd by o 28-yard Gor-
don-lo-McGhes pass. On the first
play of the sccond frame, McGhee
carricd cight yards 1o paydin and a
DiLorenzo boot gave Ui Moun-
taincers a 7-6 upperhand,

West sparked the Ohio attack as
the Buckeye's tried to retake the lead
midway through the sccond quarier.
The hard-running West broke [oose
on rushes of 26 and 16 yards and Call
connccted with Schehi for 10 yards,
but the Buckeyes didn't score until
theit next possession,

Porierfield's 20-yard punt retum
gave the Buckeye possession on the
W.Va. 16, Wes! ran for seven yards,
Schehi for stz and Wesi for two more
before the University of Pitt recrsli
builed over {rom the one with 5:42
on the clock. Ghio led by 12-7 as the
PAT was unsuccessiul,

ame flurry
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Two plays kater, Ohio again gol on
the board as River's Ban chdcrshu:._

ioned the Wesl Virginia runncr o

fr‘wrcp‘l;;u and rcigmed the dheflt 30
yards for a seore at 4:51. Call added
the two-pointer [ora 20-7 Ohio Jead,

in the third quartes, Wesl Virginia
narrowed the gap 10 20-14 as Gordu'n
connecicd with Bishop Denahue's
Anic Moorc for 40 yards then
McGhee scored [rom the five ot 3:45.
DiLorenza again added the PAT.

Ohig retalialed in the third as the
Beallsville passing combo q[ Duna
Kelley and Ron Street combined on
three completions for 27 yards and
the running of Schehl and Wesl oddd-
cd 26 more yards, with Schehl get-
ting the final twe ;}) ll:‘}ﬁ 10 push the

ckayes” lead 10 290-14.

BuOhig closed with 1 11618 yarts n:ihl::c
nd and 116 in the air &3 -
Eﬁfl passes clicked, The Buckeyes
registered 17 Jirst downs, were fe-
palized five times for 51 yarsis and
were intercepied three times, Wes
Jed all Fushers with 129 yards on 21
carries  while Lucasd cought [live

sos covering 43 yards, .
paswm Virgﬁﬁa “closed with 44
. yards rushing and 298 in the air as
Gordon and MeGhee combined
complele 16-0f-28 passcs. The win-
ners finished with 14 firsts, had seven
penaltics covéring 75 yards and lost
hoth fumblcs, MeGhes closed with




 The hghhmﬁhe flea-flicl

fantasiic

By RICH GIBSON
Times-Leader Sports Writer

The happicst .man on Wheeling
Island? Who else but Rudy Mumicy?

““Wasn't that the pgreatest game
you've ever seen?’” Mumley asked.
“*There was so much excitement...s0
much cnmusmsm I hope everyonc
got their money’s worih,™

Mumlcy was hoping for something
special 1o christen this — the Ohio
Valiey Athletic Conferénce's 50th
anniversary Season.

‘it was-~- by far — the fincst
game in the 22 years I've been
associated with it,” Mumley added.
**Probably the finestever.’

The masses stuck in post-gamie
I1sland traffic had plenty to talk about.
The fight...the flea-flicker...the fan-
tastic {inish.

Ohio coach Dave Caldwell proba-
bly deserved a better fatg. Leaning
against a stanchion in the locker-
room, the Beallsvills boss ex-
emplified the agony of defeat.

With under six minutes 10 play, the,

die most assurcdly appearcd cast,

Leading 26-14, Ohio received a
major break when West Virginia was
detecied for oo many men on the
field on a Buckeye punt,

With the Scarlet and Gray relain-
ing possession at 5:57, a sizable
-mumber of partisans on the West
Virginia side opled 1o head for the
parking lots. Big mistake.

They only missed one of the
greatest comeback in this game’s his-
tory, The Mouniainners stunned Ohio

with a dramatic three-touchdown .

barrage in a span of 1:55.

Wheeling Central’s Curtis
McGhee it the fuse, slashing three
yards with under thrce minutes to
play, bringing the Blue and Gold
within five points.

Scconds later, West - Virginia had
the football back after covering an
on-side kick.

‘The tide was temporarily stemmed
when Shadyside’s Chad Wiley tcam-
ed with Mingo's Mark Blackburn on
a first down sack of Bishop Donahue
QB Mark Gordon,

But Mountic head coach Rick
Blake (Bishop Donahue) was ready
to rofl the dice.

On second and long, Gordon threw
a short lateral o McGhee, who
unloaded downfield for streaking
wideout ‘Anie Moore, The Bishop
Donahuc speedster made the catch in
stride and cruised home,

““That's an old Central play...one
we worked on at camp,” McGhee
grinned. ““(They) had good pressure
coming. I never saw {him) cawch it. 1
Jusltd looked up and saw our side going
wild."”

Despile MaLL Dilorenza’s missed -

PAT, West Virginia had grabbed a
27-26 edge.

*"That was just great execution on
their part,”” Caldwell lamented. “*No
excuses, but (you) don’ lhavc a lor. of
time 1o prepare in practice.”’

Moments laer, John Marshall's
J.B. Burge picked off a Mike Call
pass and raced 43 yards for what ap-
peared the knockoul punch ~ a 34-
26 lighting,

Chio's Andy Martin, who cxpcn-
enced a frustraling night in the
Bucks® defensive backficld, was not
quitting,

The Wellsville ace found a scam at
the Ohio 25 and broke loose on a
dazzling coast-to-coast gallap cover-
ing 99 yards.

Ohio was a two-point conversion
away from salvaging a tie, Following
a West Virginia timeout, Caldwell
called lhe number of Buckeye
Local’s Billy West.

is one

The Pitt-bound 1aiiback ook a
Dana Kelley pitch and angled {or the
rght comer. But Brooke's Buck Neel
fought off a block and made contact,
driving West out of bounds, twa
yards short.

“I'd make thal same decision
again,"”* Caldwell remarked, *‘Put the
hall in Billy West's hands and the
chances are in your favor.”’

Wesl, who scored Lwice, wis
bothered by -a hamsiring injury, yet
managed a game-leading 129 yards
and two scores.

*Sure, it's difTicult 10 lose but this
was a good tuneup, It helped get me
in beter shape,”” said West, who
reports Lo Fitl next Saturday.

Where were you during the rum-

WO@@.ihe

if eallf
ble, -Billy? “I was one of the
refcrces," he advised.
EXTRA POQINTS
WEIR'S [Nashy Marcas Clauscll

wasn't laughing after taking a side-
lie hit on the third pcned 5 final

.play, et e i b

The antics qu1ckly cscalamd into
full-scale warfarg, leading referce

Dave Cluticr and his crew scurryiig

to break up assoried skirmishes, i
“You could almost sce it com- °

ing,”" Clausell would say after the |

game, ““There was some lalk going -

arpund camp and it carried over 10

the game, I'm jusst glad nobody got =~

hurt.” '
After a lengthy discussion, ejec-
Scc, FANTASTIC, page 38
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tions were forthcoming, including
Ohio ironman Tim McCabe of Bell- |
aire who didn’t take his ouster light-
ly. It was McCabe's [inal football
game before heading to Tennessee
and Carson-Newman College to play
baseball.

“T don’t know how they could
have thrown Tim out,” said Wilcy,
wha played outstanding defense. The
Shadyside High product, headed for
Wagner College in New York, made
three QB sacks and made a jolling
hit, forcing a W. Va. fumble..

McGHEE'S reaction o the rum-
ble? *'T was right in the middle of it
all. It definitely made my day.”
McGhee, who will atiempt o walk
on at Pitt, hopes to room with West...

THE EYENING was greatly
enhanced by a stirring halflime per-
formance from the McDonald’s-
OVAC All-Star band, The 214-piece
unit, comprised of 27 conlerence
schools, concluded with a tribute o -
the OVAC's 50th season. The finale

L was haghllghwd by a wcll dcserved

smndmg ovation...




