By RICH GIBSON
Times-leader Sparts Writer

Put an asterisk next to the 1992
OVAC All-Siar Football Game,

That's what game direstor Rudy
Mumicy told a post-game reception
[oliowing Sunday night’s washout on

Wheeling Istand.

*'No ane feels as badly about this
as 1 do,”" Mumley remarked at the
“Fifth Quarter,”" the traditional
social for coaches and game officials
at the Osiris Temple in Elm Grove.

**We made a decision we felt nec-
cssary to ensure the safoty of
cveryone concerned,” Mumley con-
tinued, *'I just wish the score could
have been 7-7.""

Ohio coach Chuck Bizzari of
Cadiz, whose tcam was a 7-6 leadef

when a thenderstorm halted play, of-

{cred a suggestion. o

I would urge the OVAC o label
this -a suspended game and not
declarc a winner,” he commented,
**The game just wasn’t finished,””

Linsly’s Terry Depew, the West
Virginia coach, cxpressed similar
disappointment, .

**It was an empty feeling for all of
us,” he remarked. **Going back into

cur lockerroom and infonming my |

players of the decision was the
hardest thing I've ever had to do in
coaching.”

Lightning and unrclenting rain
halied play midway through the scc-
ond period. Afier 4 30-minute wait,

officials decmed conditions unwor-

thy to continue.

The start of Surday's 21st annual
OVAC contest had carlicr been
dclayed one hour because of a pre-
game cloudburst, '

(i) was out of the control of
anyonc,” Deopew related. ‘It was
cspeciaily tough for the kids to han-
dic when we had 1o cancel, par-
ticularly the oncs who hadn't yet
played.”

Following cheerleader routincs, an

impressive pre-geme performance by -

the OVAC McDonald’s Band, and
the introduction of quccns, play
began shortly alter 8:00. '
~ Ohio struck first with an efficicnt,
four-play 32-yard scoring drive, but
Wesl Virginia answered, going 62
yards in scven snaps o pull within
one. _

The Buckeyes® onc-point margin

. was provided by Marting Femy’s

John McFarland, who converted the
placement afier Cadiz taifback Ed
Christian bolted aver [rom (wo yards
out, ' o

McFarland has cnjoyed a memo-

‘rable summcr, having Kicked a ficid

goal and PAT i 2 South 10-0 viclory

over the Noith al Massitlion in June,
The Mountaineers camie within an

cyclash of krotting the score,  but

Brooke's Mare Micucci was just
vide with his extra point aitempt, .
following a 39-yard scoring strike
[rom Linsly's Tate Moore to Wheel-
ing Central tight end Matt McGreary,

The West Virginia points came -

/ith 7:21 remaining before halftime,

Shortly alter Chio received the
kickeff, wcather again intervencd.
Bucks' quartcrback Mike Snively
(River) lost connections on a [irst
down snap,

On the cosuing pizy, Snively was .
ciiased down by Cold and Blue de-
fenders Darren Hicks (Weir) and
Chad Ackerman (Wheeling Central)
fora 17-yard loss., ‘ B

Moments laier, officials intervencd
and halled play. :

“*It would have been third and 29,

I think you had us tn a preity big
hole,” Bizzar told Depew at the
rcception, ’ '
Though statistics were relatively
ingignificant, Chrislian paced Ohio
runners with 11 yards on three car-
rics. Snively set uwp the Buckeye
score, hooking up with Cadiz ught
cnd David Nameth ona 21-yard play.
Brooke's James Spriggs also log-
ged 11 stripes on five aticmpts, -
The game had featurcd exceptional
delense with no less than ninc plays
resulling in negative yardage,

Meadowbrook's giant tackle Jason
May had been credited with a pass
dellection and QB sack. .

Torono’s Jasen Congrove punicd
twice for 79 yards. West Virginia's

- David neff (Tyler) got off thice

punts, totaling 100 yards. Scoring:.

Ohia T 0D x x-7
Wast Virglnia ' B x x-6
Ohio — Ed Christian, 2-yard run. John - .

NeFarand kick,
W. Va, — Hah McGreary, 39-vard pass frum
Tale Moare. Kick failed. !
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By DON CLEGG
News-Register Sports Writer
After being swamped by Ohio

“cach of the past two years, West

Virginia was hoping to rain on the
favored Buckeyes' parade in Sunday
night's 21st annual Redy Mumley

Wheeling Island Stadium bul the
weatherman beat the Mountain Sta-
ters to the punch.

The start of the game was delayed
by rain for 55 minutes and the game
itscll was calicd off midway through

the second quarter when ancther line §
of heavy thunderstorms rolled across 5

the island facility.
Ohio was clinging to a 7-6 lead

when the gome was stopped at the
3:46 mark of the sccond quarter F

but the game commitice (his
morning announced that the pame
had been declared “*no contest.’”
“*We just couldn't sec having a
winner and 2 loser out of this
pame,”" said pgame direcior Rudy
Mumley. **Belh teams had played
well considering the condivons and,
after meeting with both head
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coaches and their staffs, they agreed [

with us,"”’

The game was stopped al B:42
p.m. and officially declared 'over’”
at 9:07 pn. As it turned out, the

rain (and lightning) didn't siop — or

even slow down appreciably — until

well after 10 p.m. By that time, the

ficld had scveral arcas of standing
water and the bench areas were
virtual lakes,

T4 (calliig off the game) was o
hard declsicn to make,”” said
nssisiant game dircctor Ron
Mauck, “but the safety of the
Ialaycrs and the fsns has to be pur
rst priovity. I think we made the
right eall.

“Wc poi in contact with the
meleorologist up at Channel 9 (in
Steubenville) and he said his radar
showed heavy rains siretching back
through Belmont County. Although
he said he couldn't tell if there was
lighining associaled with them, he
couldn’t mssure ws there wasa't and
tic couldn' tell us for sure when it
was poing 1o stop.*’

“We have a nuinber of young
men playing in (his game who arc

going to colicge on football scholar-
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With lheavy rain pelting down midway through
the second quarter of Sunday nipht’s 21st annual
Eudy Mumnley OYAC All-Star Charity Foothall
Classic, Qhia quarterback Mike Suively (14) is
herded back toward his own poal line by West
V:rg:mg’s Greg Wise (65) and Chad Ackermann
(24). Wise and Ackermann hauled Snively down for

proved to ba the

contest.”

ships. You don’t want o lake a morming in order to participate in
chance on jeopardizing an opportun- the festivities — along with the
ity like that.™ Erospccl of sending the pridders
‘ ‘ ack out onto a -ficid that had
There was some scnliment for absorbed over two inches of rain
postponing the completion of the less tham 24 hours eurlier made
game until tonight, when anticipaied that a ron-option, ‘
weather conditions would be more It was a tough break for the 60-
suitable, some players who had given up the
Logistical problems involving beter part of the last two weeks 10
the players, band members and Preparc for the contest It was also a
tough break for the surprising

Queen of Queens candidates — number of fans that braved the
many of whom had delayed their weather and flocked o the stsdium
summer vacation trips untit this for what was developing into an
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a 17-yard loss at the Ohio 10-yard-line but it
game’s final play, Officials halted -
the game due 1o lightning before the next snap and
the game was cailed olf approximately 30 mﬁ:
later. Chio was leading, 7-6, at the time of the
stoppage but it will go into the books as a “no-

utes

excellent game before the deluge,
Olio, which had hammered West

Virginia by a combined 72-6 score. .

in the last two games, was also the |
consensus favorite Sunday night.

West Virginia retumned the open-
ing kickofT 10 its own 29 and Coach
Terry Depew's squad Lhen scl out on
a quick march,.back toward their
own end zone. :

Two aboricd pass plays and a
futile running call were thrown for
losses and pushed West Virginia all
the way back 1o its own 10. A.
wabbly punt by Tyler's David Nell
then squished to casth at the 32,
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Declares

By DON CLEGG

News-Register Sports Writer

The Ohio Valicy Athletic Confer-
ence's Executive Board officially
declared the 21st annual Rudy
Mumiey All-Star Charity Football
Classic a *‘no contest’” at a mecting
last week, conlirming the decision
made by the all-star game committes
on game night.. i il

Tormential rain and dangerous
lightning filled the skies over
Wheeling Isiand Stadiom July 26
and forced game officials to halt the
agnnual all-star game midwa
through the sccond quarter wi
Ohio clinging to a 7-6 lead.

The National Weather Service
reported that over four inches of
rain fell on the Wheeling area on

five
Ail-Star

July 26 — a record rainfall for
that date. Numerous reports of
Mash flooding and street flooding
were received from all areas of the
Ohio Valley.

The start of the game had been
delayed for 50 minutes by an earlier
cloudburst and when meteorclogists
informed game officials that the
second rain showed little sign of
movement, the decision was made to
cancel the remainder of the game for
the safety of players and fans alike,

Water was already beginning to
pool on the ficld, especially in the
sideline arcas, when the announce-
ment was made at the stadium and
the field was completely water-
logged when the storm finally abated
nearly an hour later,

‘‘Both of our team physicians told

g o

e "No

us that the risk of injury becomes
much greater with deterioratin
playing conditions,”” said OVA
£xeculive secretary Sam  Mumiey,
“and we were concerned over the.

condition of the playing surface, as
‘well, :

“The Ohic County Board of
FEducation has been very good Lo us
and the damage that would have
been done to the field when it had
that much water on it would have
been extensive.””

Although a public-address
announcement was made at the
game stating that the game would
go into the record books as a 7-6
Ohio victory, the general consen-
sus among members of both
coaching staffs and the game
committee was that no winner or

Contest’

loser should be declared.

*1t was an unfortunate siluation
beyond our control,”” said Mumley,
**but we're very appreciative of the
understanding and input we received
from (West Virginia head coach)
Terry Depew and (Ohio head man)

- Chuck Bizzari. They put a lot of
time into geuting their teams ready
and their views made a lot of sense.

“It’s the decision of the OVAC
Exccutive Board that the game wil
go into the books wilhoul a score
according to Rule 3 of the Nationa
Federation guidelines, All of .the
individual player statistics, however
will be counted and there will be ar
asterisk on the ‘list of scores noting
that Ohio led 7-6 when the game
was stopped by lightning in the
sccond quarler,”’

Several fans were hoping that the
game could be resumed or resiarte
at a later time but the Board agres
_with the game.committee and. tht
coaches that this would not béli
feasible course of action, . <=

**Both states do-have procedure:
providing for the completion®.n
suspended games,” said Mumley
“*but in the case of an all-star gam
where “yon have - 200-plus ban
members, .60-plus football playér
24 Queen of Queens candidates an
- 20 cheerleaders pulled in from ever
:comer of the valley on one night
“would be prelty much impossible-fa
everyone (o return ‘at a later date’ag
pick up where they had left off." "+
" The OVAC has already begul
turning its -attention toward :th
22nd annual Rudy Mumley OV-A(
All-Star Charity Football Classit
‘tentatively set for Aug..1, 19937¢
Wheeling Island Stadium,--by
Sam Mumley says.the fans wha 55
through ‘the downpour atxthi
Fear’s -all-star game ' won’t--b
orgotien, LR

*This conference will not forge
the thousands of -our loyal fans-wi
came out for this year's ballgaiifii
such adverse conditions. We=wat

-them to come back and we plan-t
do somclhing regarding admisgifp
gor‘ncxt year's game to see that'the
-do.” R
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OVAC Board officially |
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. later date was riot feasable

declares ‘no contest

Fomball Classxc wasawashout.. o Yy
The. Ohio Valley - Athletic: Conference s Executive Board, after'

- lengthy discussion and at: the ‘urging of most of those involved in the
annual mid-summer extravaganza, ofﬁc:lally decided to terminate the
.-game and declare it'a: “no contest’’;
- Secretary Sam Mumlcy “

accordmg to OVAC Executive

Terrential rain ‘and- accompanymg ':hghmmg forced the conference S
all-star game to be stopped midway through the second qnartcr back on

- Sunday, Iuly 26 at Wheeling Island Stadium. .

 “Ipis the decision of the OVAC Execuuve Board that the game be
terminated,’’ ‘Mumley: stated. *“The -game will stand as 0-0 officially

| ‘wxﬂnn Rule 3 of the Nauonal Federation guidelines, but we'll have an
“asterisk of sorts with all of the statistics, mcludmg the unofficial score
of 7-6, accompanymg the 1992 game : _

““It was.an unfortunate sxtuatxon beyond our contml and we're very

_ ‘apprecxauve of the -understanding ‘of both. quality - coaches mvolvcd in
~their feeimgs of what to do about the mmanon g

““Our team physxcxans also "po nted out that the percentage of i mjury -

- becomes greater. and it’s:not worth that,”’ he said.

- Mumley said the board also felt Ihat trymg to fesmne Lhe game at a

. “Even though’ both states do have’ plans for games Lhat are suspend-
- ed, postponed or whatever, in the case of an all-star game where you

have 200-plus bandsmen, 20 cheerleaders, 24 gueens and 60-plus foot-

& ball players,. it would be 1mpossxbie for. ;hem to retum and pxck up
~where we ended,”’ he related B T R

“*In addmon, we were concemed over -lhe condmon of the playmg

~-surface,”added Mumley. “Afterall, the Ohio County Board of Educa-

tion has been very good tous.
'been extensive.” - -,

“The OVAC, already tummg ds atlenuon to next year s 22nd annual

d Lhe damage to the fi eId would have

: __"OVAC Chanty All-Star Football Classic-which is tentatively set for
-Sunday. night, Ang 1 at Wheeling Island'Stadmm and Mumlcy says the
. fans’ loyalty won tbeforgotten oy

_ **To our loyal fans,”’ said Mumley, ‘lhls conference wxll not forget
‘those who came out for this ballgame in adverse conditions and next
year we will do something regardzng adnnssmn because we want them
o come back.”” - S : .
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 The Bottom Line

By Don Clegg
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THE RUDY MUMLEY OVAC All-Star Football Classic’s game
commiltee did the right thing in calling off Sunday’s 21st annual game
midway through the second quarter due to dangerous weather conditions.
It was also a class act by Ohio head coach Chuck Bizzari to decline the
viclory when it was offered to him, saying that he didn’t fecl it was fair to
name a winner and a loser after just a quarter-and-a-half of {ootball,

Ohio was winning, 7-6, at the time of the stoppage but the issuc
had hardly been settled. An aroused Mountain State squad had just driven

.62 yards for a touchdown and the Buckeyes were facing third-and-forever
inside their own 10-yard-line when play was halted. -

On a sour note, shame on the fans who booed the officials for
sending the players 1o their lockerrooms with lightning sizzling overhead.
Perhaps the fans sitting down underncath the lights couldn’t see all that
well but from our vantage point in the glass pressbox, there was an awful
lot of unchained electricity hopping around out there.

This is the same field where a Wheeling Central assistant coach
was struck by lightning not that many years ago. If you don’t think
lightning can strike twice in the same place, why do people buy lightning
rods? If my son had been down there playing, I'd have been a ncrvous
wreck until the officials stopped the game.

Given the information they had to work with, the game committee
did the responsible thing by calling off the game just half-an-hour after
stopping it. Over two inches of rain had falien in the Whecling area prior
to the storm that delayed the siart of the game by some 50 minutes and
reports from local radar indicated that there was little movement in the
rain centering around eastern Belmont County.

Even'if they had decided to’wait out the rain in order to play the
game 10 its completion, there’s a very good chance the officials would
have declared the field unplayable by the time the rain finally slacked off
after 10 p.m. After ncarly four inches. of rain in a 24-hour period, water
was standing as much as six inches deep along the sidelines and there -
were pools of standing water scattered all about the playing surface. |

I's unfortunate we couldn’t have a winner but cooler heads
prevailed when they were most needed. “There are few better sporting
speclacles on the local scene than the All-Star Football Classic but we
should never value a game more LIE1]an a life,
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