
BBFORE THE OHIO Valley Athletic Confe1ifnce's 1949 bnse
, ...ha.ll,..teams are sent awa~ the post next Bpl'ing there 
Ehould be a general clarificati<._ ·1 of prevailing confusi"1i'inTd 
8 thorough understanding of the championship plan by which 
the diamond crown will be determined. 

Confusion of this season, which forced 
the OV AC executive committee to con
vene as arbiter, seems attributable, first, 
to a not clear understanding of the spur
of-the-moment plan used to settle the 1947 
playoftor the West Virginia half of the 
confe!'e ce title. 

1 Sec dly, in the rush of the OVAC's 
discussion of various spring sports at its 
last session, the impression was gained 
by some school officials that the 1948 
playoff, between the Ohio-Marshall coun
ties league and the Brooke-Hancock coun
ties loop, would follow last spring's plan. 

'I1hc confusion is traced to the fact 
that "\Vellslmrg's Hube McCracken, ap
pul'ently suffered undel' the delusion that 
his Orange nine, fill the BL'ooke-Haneock 
county rule!' in 1947, put its OV AC claims 
to undue risk when it battled Union in 

rt the double jeopardy contest of last year's J m Slewa . 
1 

f" 
1 reg1ona tourney ma . 

Both 0VAC and regional tourney championships were 
settled in the single game but locally, at lea.st, it had been 
explained that Union, as Ohio-Marshall counties champio~, 
was amenable to risking both titles upon a. single game if 
its path should croSB that of Wellsbnrg. H&d not Union 
and Wellsbnrg met in the conrse of the tourney their 

I 

Gqlds Play \ 
WtirtonOn 
Wedne~day 

The West Virginia half of the 
OVAC's baseball championship will 
be declded on Wednesday after
noon, the weather permitting, 
when Wheeling and Weirton highs 
wlll clash upon the neutral dia
mond at Beech Bottom. The game 
is scheduled for 4:30. 

The champio}hip game was ap• 
proved last nig at a meeting of 
the OV AC ex utive committee 
which convene the interested 
schools to bring order out of the 
misunderstanding surrounding the 
playoff. 

At the same time the Bridgeport-I 
Tiltonsville double bill, washed f 

out yesterday for the third time, i 
was reset for Thursday, afternoon 1 

at 3 o'clock for the Tiltonsville' 
diamond. These games have di• 
rect bearing upon the outcome of 

•
1 
the ~io side half of thefionfer•. 

. ence ltle, 
Til nsville must win bot games 

to k p in the race with Shady
side-yet to be met-for the east 
Ohio league title. 

t0VA0 playoff would have been forced over until later. 
But due to the lateness of the "hour," the impending I 

tate tournament and possible prolongation of the sea.son 'OVAC Co,lm;ttee 
into June-after the close of the school term-the regional ., 
tournament game was lrely an expedient vehicle for S ttl B ll J 
saving time. . e e use a ssue 

The 1948 season confnsi i1 was aided and ab:ttcd: of ?0 t~~·se, Schoolboy athleteB were approaching the c.lose of~ 

W'll \ 
by the split of the Bro~ke ai!d Hancock co~nhes ctrcmt mto • other school yenr and the spring athletic· sea.son's cli 
two separate lengnes this sprmg. ?nly Weirton of the Han-:Regional bascbnll tournaments at Moundsville and Bri 
cock loop is an OV AC member, while the Brooke league con- port will feature the weekenn although the twin base 
tained three Conference schools-Follnnsbce, \V.ellslmrg aucl races of the Ohio Valley At1,1etic Conference come up 
Bethany. The natural procedure, under the c1reumstances, final disposition. · 
would call fol' a playoff between the two top OV AC schools The West Virginia regional tour- 1 
·of the two loops unless it would h<:_ agreed that the season's ney opens at Moundsville on Thuts-
,inter-lea.gue games would settle the 1~su:, . day with two game;; while Bridge. 
, 0l'iginally the Ohio and West Virgmrn sehools were sup- port high will be host to the Ohio' 
posed to meet in nn inter-state game or 1:1er1es of games to ar- four-school regional finalists on' 
rl·ve at one OVAC champion but .thnt plan ulso was abandoned S t d 

l ff l • t a ur ay. f last spring v.rhcn it would have thrown th~ P ayo c eep m_o ·The oVAc diamond r es, how-

' 

with the school ter~r for Bridgeport, t~io ,ever, were still short of decision· 

er. " • and when the OVAC executive 1 

. So, if the conference is to meet t~e issues brought out dur- committee meets tomorrow at 7:30' 
Ing the last few days it would be wrne to conduct .a baseball o'clock .t Wheeling high, the West I 

meeting, separate and apart, from the reg~llar spnng sports Virginia title series wiII be un.1

1 

meet-session to iron out any and nll moot pomts. scrambled. 
• --------- Confuslon in the ranks of the, 

T -:a F Brooke and Hancock county mem-
1 ~ hers as to the team which will be 

met here delays the playoff. 
WheeEng high, as the Ohio-Mar-· 
shall counties champion, will be 
the finalist although Secretary C. 
E. Piltt. olthe OV AC. r~~hat, 

- ' Wellsbur:g and ~a-nsbee 1 

Was •11understood" War
r;f,>,,.;-.,1..1 l..~ '-'-~ --------•-~'--


