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NEXT ~TO HEARTH = and
ome, “Bellaire’s  expatriates in
.ather - places from border “to
:border miss most . the. old -Stone

Landmark

"\._
b

fo West' Virginia.- At the throttle
‘was .. Engineer’ " Mat. ‘Fogarty,
whose locomotive had'been used

to haul ‘most 'of “stone” used in

‘Bridge, probably the city’s best i the " Ohio ~'side™ section” of th
known landmark, PRI T bridge. i Y _4.,

i+ “Send me a chip from the old After Fogarty had made thay
Stone Bridge” hasl:?.heen the plea’ memorableg':*, {np,-?}}n; ay
from.'homesick / natives' - whase T AT

pats have taken them from the gine with Fiva, cags atached, '
“shadow of the cut stone arches _—tghe first  “real”. tripiover the
o the distant climes.3s %01 (' prigg, ™ o anpRNer e
- The _bridge  has carried the . over the " years”ithe  Stone
‘Baltimore | and Ohia" Railroad ; A

; Py 1 Bridge has meant much'in many
~across the Ohio River for five different~*wa Ao¥ thel Bellajre
years short of a ‘century, and VS ur0gEher

3 5 area, but the oddest story con-
Vi that tim . ;
s era“éa‘;u Ie: o hf:vghi‘:_ nected with the bridge has to do

passed over the bridge, hauling With the old-footbalicrivalry bat-
the commerce of the nation bet. WeeR Bellmr,ej?ané_ghadymde..
.ween the east and west, - £ I, the ancie W
- The Stone Bridge, over a mile High Played s mf'g-:’ﬁr&%‘
-and a'half long, at the time of the old Rive Park,"in the
j.its construction i the i ) ) A
between 1867 and 1871, was the Pied b).r an mdustm_zkgrea. The
longest stone arch bridge in the  annual’tussfe- betweenthe Sha-
 United 'States. Three sandstone 09235 and the Big Reds was a
'piers, seated on bedrock under bome game' for ~Bellaire,  with
.the river's surface, carry the the Orange traveling narth for
! three main spans, and along 31st the game, and - thus having t;

ISt in Bellaire, a long series of Pass -under .the’ Stone” Bridge. |

Fston ving th -~ The Shadeans brought many a
;:ancz a:\;heznhaamigente éf,ﬁ, good team to Beglaire. but never
{aqueduct, support the railroad. could they best'the Reds, and
tracks to West Hamilton St., | eventually the legend ‘grew that
fwhere the bridge level equals” Shadyside was " beaten ~just -
the hillside and the bridge is Soon as the team’passed under
Fended: - - the Stone Bridge,” .5 dy .

}_. ‘Although fear was felt for the . For the seasonsof 1934/ the
safety of the bridge during the | present ~Nelson ~Stadimm! was
ice gorge .of 1917, the heaviest  constructed on W.-26th 'St., and
ever seen in this section of the the = Bellaire - and's:Shadyside
Ohio River, the aged structure teams squared off'in'the’opening
stood the’ test. With hardly a  gameof the'season: andalso the
duiver, the ‘massive stone piers;, dedication”of the 'sts dium, That
‘twned' aside the veritable gla-. year the Orange.did mot have
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cier of heavy blocks of ice which
started south when rising waters
and warm- weather caused -the
gorge to break up. — A
Work on the construction of
the bridge was started in 1867,
and -practically all of the stone
(was quarried in the district
[immediately continguous to Bels
{laire. . The stone was cut in the
jarea where the City Park now
stands,- and was ferried the
short: distance- downriver to the
bridge area. Quite a mmber of?
imen were. drafted from . the
ifarms in the city’s . vicinity ‘Lo
ilearn the stome cutting trade or
tto - assist sione outters in their
Iork, - o
i+ On May 7, 1871, the rails from:
jeach side of the bridge were
{connected and the first engine
jerossed over from the Ohio side
£ ;

' to pass under the%Stone ‘Bridge.
and the hopes of the Shadyside
followers were high5¥ e

So strong had-the-legend of
the bridge becomet the Bel-

laire team, which dressed. at the
.high school building, traveled to
.the field along Washington St.,’
coming back over: W. 2sth St.
and thus bypassing: the: Stone
Bridge arches on Belmont St.
‘When the smoke of the battle
had cleared away; - Shadyside
had won, 7.0, for its first football
wictory over the Beds in-the long
series.; Whether Shadyside . had
the better team, or whether the
legend that the Orange was bea-
ten when it passed ‘undar - the
Stone Bridge, was: {he prime fac-
tor for the 1934 vietory,- is a
malter of conjecture. Certainiy
stranger things have happened

!

north end ‘of thé¥eity.ow ocou-! |



