
HISl·ORIC. U. F t,CTS OP l'H~ CIIT OP' BELLAIRE: OHIO 
Compliments of the~ . 

Fraterntl· Order of Police • 
Belmc-nt Lodge Noo .58 , 

_., . The liest side of4 Ohl.p '!-:as once covered by dense forest's and was in.lla.bited by 
..__. 

ferocious Indians who made it hard for settlers to gain a foot-hold~ John Duer 
settled where Bella.ire now stands in 1795, having a gract from the land office in Steubenville, but op July 3rd, of th~t year, he sold his rights to John Buchannan, ..mo willed it to his three sons.. In 1802, two sens .sold their ir.terest to Jacob 
Davis:o an emigrant from H.!l!"tford Count.y, Maryland, where his old hor.:e -was called Bell Aire. I-he third son later sold !'i..is lane, ,;hich ~as sout h of :naian Run: to . - John Rodefer., Six log cabins h::td ba-en built by 1832, when Mr,. Davis conceived the ,· :~-\ ' idea that he owned an a.dv~ntt?.ge:::ms si t.e for a: town and l a.i.c o-:.it six acres in lotso ·t- . 'l'his original town exteodeo froni twenty- third street to Z.b t:.:..bon ; s Creek., and from the river to just west of Belmont streeto Ths principal t horoughfare and line of _ communication with the outside world 1-vas the "Indian Trail," the Zane Highway .. 

- Over 1 t .. mail ·was bro~ght, weekly by a rider going to Wo~dsfield_; lgter boats brought it every· other aay o-,ful~~ey., now Shadyside, and which was Belmont County's first . County Seat, (until 1804) was the seat of the postal business until lBLlo A , ... -~ , warehouse .• the first building of any importance, was .built by Archer and Long in • • 1837, and the first Church wae held in a coop~!' shopo The first ChU!'ch (Methodist) ana the first school were built near 27th and Union streets in 18390 

Bellaire became a shioping cent~ro Flour from as far out the valley as Glenc.oe, and distillery products from rou.nd 2,bout vere shipped down the river< The latter 
\ient to foreign ma.rKets and \-:.;.s t he chief cash producto The. first mine was opened 
south of Bellaire by John Finl, in 18.30:- and he created e genuine sensation by ship• ping a load to Maysville~ Kyo, ano then tc New Orleans, which made him the pioneer 
in long distance coal shipoing,. He was soon joined by the:: Heatheringtonso ~ 

The Bo ~ Oo Railway .-as completed to Wheeling in l6S2. and the Centr-a.1. Ohio (now B. ~ Oo) to Bellaire from Columbus in 1854~ Goods crcssed the river by ferry 
until the sto11e bridge was built between 1865 and 1870.. This bridge is threEl­
fourtbs of a mile long and cost $l.,2S0.,000o St.one for it wa~ cut where the City 
Park now standso John Sulliv211, who deser:1es credit for b:--ingi.ng the C,. !c 0., to Bellaire. oromot.ed the B .. Zo ~ C" (late!" the o. R. ~ W.,) on 1,;hich in 1879 one could htll t1•ains as we do buses t.oday... The CleYeland and Pi ttsb~gh railway (now 
Penneylvania) was extended to Belloire in 18560 

4 
•.. • Bellaire Ya..s a little village and railroad terminus at the end of the Civil War but it ~as incorporated abou~ 1860 when its name was changed to Bellaireo It was ushered in a twenty.~five yea~· period of prosperi t.y whi ch ended -..~hen many industries were lured awc.13• by ;,ror.iises of cheap tiatural e;;as ,. free factory sitest etco, in northwest Ohio and Indiru1a,. Gradually the city r e~overed from t.liis 

"com.,iercial paralysis" until by 1912 it was better off than beforeo 'lhere were: 
fewer indu~tries, but the capt tal invested ~d payrolls 1,e~e gre~ter~ and the 
production was .50 per cent highera Fe.: to.ms could have recovered from such reverseo 
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