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The OVAC Hall DI Fame Committee 
would like to thank 

Bob Robinson 
for 20 vears of financial 

suppon, making events like 
tonight's induction possible. 

we wish him the best 
in his retirement. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony 

Saturday, August 10, 2024 

Welcome ................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Hall of Fame Chairman 
Invocation .................................................................................... Dr. Vince Monseau 
Dinner .......................................................................................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Remarks/Introductions ................................. . Dirk DeCoy, OVAC Executive Director 

Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Hall of Fame Chairman 
Master of Ceremonies .......... John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ........................................ Reyman 'Bud' Bonar, Mike Carson, 
Brian Jonard, Rod Oldham, Joe White 

Magruder Distinguished Service Award ................................................. Tom Myers 

2024 Hall of Fame Inductions 
OVAC 'Family' 
Libby Shepherd ........................................................................................................... . 
OVAC 'Contributor' 
Terry Rataiczak ............................................................................................................ . 
Media 
Kim North .................................................................................................................... . 
Coaches 
John Magistro ..................... ......................................................................................... . 
Lou Nocida .................................................................................................................. . 
Official 
Roger Levi ................................................................................................................... . 
Athletes 
Bob O'Brien ................................................................................................................. . 
Keith Sommer ............................................................................................... ............... . 
Tom 'Chip' Coulter ........................................................................................................ . 
Donnie Young .............................................................................................................. . 
Scott Barnhouse ....................................................... .. ............................... .................. . 
Darrell Cheripko ...................... ...... .............................................................................. . 
Arie Long ............ ....... .............. .................................................................................... . 
Lisa Ribble .................................................................................................................. . 
Rafael Cruz ................................................................................................................. . 
Bobby S ismond o ......................................................................................................... . 
Ashley Dunigan ........................................................................................................... . 
Kinsi Tellep .................................................................................................................. . 
Alexa Abrams .............................................................................................................. . 
Dan Monteroso ............................................................................................................ . 

Benediction ...................................... ........ .............. .. ................... Dr. Vince Monseau 



Dirk DeCoy Joe Dunlevy Jeff Harrison Doug Huff 

'Bubba' Kapral Bob Koch Tom Rataiczak Kelly Rine 

Barbara Sleek Seth Staskey Scott Nolte Don Clegg 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee 

Tom Rataiczak ........................................... ................ OVAC HOF Chairman 
Dirk DeCoy ....... .. ..... ...... .. ............. .. ...................... OVAC Executive Director 
Joe Dunlevy .............................. Athletic Director, Indian Creek High School 
Jeff Harrison ........................................ Long-time Ohio Valley Sports Editor 
Doug Huff ......................................... Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral.. ......................... Retired Sports Editor, The Times Leader 
Bob Koch ............................. Former OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 
Kelly Rine ... ............... .. Retired Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 
Barbara Sleek ........................................ OVAC Assistant Executive Director 
Seth Staskey ... ....... Athletic Director, Wheeling Central Catholic High School 
Scott Nolte .. .. ..... ...... ................................... ....... Sports Director, WTRF-TV7 
Don Clegg ................. Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer/News Register 



2024-2025 OVAC EXECUTIVE BOARD, 
REPRESENTATIVES and COMMISSIONERS 

President 
Bill Beattie 
Vice-President 
Dave Cottrell 
Past President 
Dan Enich 
Ohio Board Member 
Dr. Walter Skaggs 
Ohio Board Member 
Jerry Narcisi 
Ohio Board Member 
Eric Lowe 
W. Va. Board Member 
Dr. Dianna Vargo 
W. Va. Board Member 
Corey Murphy 

Director 
Dirk DeCoy 
Assistant Director 
Barbara Sleek 

Treasurer 
Dennis Kozicki 

Central Representative 
John Triveri 
North Representative 
Mark Ferrell 
South Representative 
Mark Romick 
West Representative 
Ray Hibbs 

Commissioners 
Baseball 
Bill Beattie 
Basketball 
Doug Costain 
Don Giffin -Assistant 
Bryan Gaus - Assistant 
Football 
Sam Jones 
Rick Moore - Assistant 
Softball 
Tom Bechtel 
Ed Cihy - Assistant 
Track/Cross Country 
Dugan Hill 
Volleyball 
Wayne Ogilbee 
Wrestling 
Dr. Dan Doyle 
Officiating 
Bob Gabel 

Standings 
Barbara Sleek 

Technology 
Nick Arnold 

Football All-Star Game 
Corey Murphy 

Congratulations to all 
of the current and past 
Hall of Fame inductees! 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2024 
Libby Shepherd 

Libby Shepherd (Wheeling High School, Class of 1971 ). If it involves cheering, it's a good bet Shepherd is involved. 
She started out as a cheerleader at Wheeling High, later serving as cheer coach at Wheeling Park High School and 

Bridge Street Middle School. Shepherd also worked countless competitions throughout the Ohio Valley and beyond 
including Pac-8 competition and the West Vrrginia Regional. 

Her biggest impact, however, has been with the conference as she has served as the OVAC Cheering Championships 
Director since 1996, That yearly event at WesBanco Arena features as many as 25-30 schools, more than 300 cheerlead
ers and thousands of spectators and has contributed between $15,000 and $20,000 to the OVAC's general fund annually, 
totaling more than $325,000 thus far. 

She also added the role ofOVAC Junior High Cheer Director starting in 2007, an event that helps fund the annual 
OVAC Banquet of Champions. 

Shepherd's responsibilities include heading up the annual committee meeting; designing and producing the program; 
selecting the cheerleaders for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game and selecting the cheer scholarship win- Libby Shepherd 
ners annually. 
Beyond cheering, Shepherd has had other roles within the conference. She has assisted in various capacities with the 

OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships during their time in Shadyside and serves as a member of the OVAC Scholarship Committee. 
An educator at Bridge Street, Ritchie and Wheeling middle schools for more than 40 years, she was the recipient of the first OVAC Overtime 

Achievement Award in 2019. 

Terry Rataiczak 
Terry Rataiczak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1991 ). The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference joined the "technology 
age" primarily due to the expertise ofRataiczak. 

The CEO of Kinetic Networking in Caldwell, he was responsible for building the OVAC website (ovac.org), 
which has became the life-blood of conference communications, in 1999 His efforts included design, start-up, 
creating voting formats and the ability to have online voting for all-conference and all-star teams by the coaches, 
and methods for text messaging and score reporting. It greatly reduced the need for traditional mail correspondence 
and some of the in-person meetings throughout the year. 

Rataiczak's other contributions included implementing an electric timing system for the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross 
Country Championships in 2015 and assisting with the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships. He also handled 
the OVAC George Strager "Evening with the Stars" banquet held in conjunction with the OVAC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football game for three or four years. 

i.:.,....;:._..i.._....-_..._ __ ,_, He also contributed by keeping statistics at both Bellaire and Caldwell and he served on the Caldwell Exempted 
Terry Rataiczak Village Board of Education 

Rataiczak has also been involved in providing numerous scholarship opportunities for athletes within the con
ference. He has sponsored the OVAC Soccer Scholarship since 20IO, awarding $12,500 to 25 recipients (as of2023) and the OVAC Cross Country 
Scholarship since 2015, awarding $6,000 to 12 recipients (as of2023), with both of these presented at the annual OVAC Banquet of Champions at 
WesBanco Arena in May. He also helped start scholarship fund in memory of long.time Journal-Leader photographer Charles "Wally" McAuley, 
presented annually in Noble County to students from Caldwell and Shenandoah high schools. 

The son oflong-time OVAC Executive Secretary/Director and fellow OVAC Hall of Farner Thomas E. Rataiczak, he is also actively involved with 
Rotary (Marietta chapter) since 2009, serving as Foundation Chair, Treasurer, President and Chairman of the Foundation Committee, recently elected 
to be District Governor 6690 for 2026-27. He's been a member of Eagles 2952 in Caldwell for seven years, serving as treasurer for the last six for a 
chapter that returns around $75.000 to area communities annually. 

Kim North 
Kim North (Troy High School, Class of 1977). A media member in the Ohio Valley since 1983, he has worked at the 

Weirton Daily News, Steubenville Herald Star, Wheeling News Register/Intelligencer and Times Leader. 
North, who has a Bachelor of Science Degree from Salem College, has covered a wide variety of sporting events 

throughout the conference as both a writer and photographer, everything from youth level to college. 
Probably his biggest passion, however, is with the sport of wrestling. He has covered every conceivable event from 

countless duals and invitationals to four decades ofOVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournaments as well as OHSAA and 
WVSSAC state tournaments. 

In 1985, he pulled off a "triple" by covering the OVAC Tournament, the West Vrrginia State Tournament and the 
NAIA National Tournament- all at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. 

North was selected as the West Vuginia Wrestling Sportswriterofthe Year in 1990 and 2017; the National Wrestling 
Sportswriter of the Year by Wrestling USA Magazine; and received the National Wrestling Hall ofFame's West Virginia ~-----:llL..---..... .;...J 

Chapter 'Lifetime Service to Wrestling' award in 2018. Kim North 



,, OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2024 $ 
John Maristro 

John Magi.stro (St. John Central High School, Class of 1966). Magistro amassed an impressive 242-113 career 
coaching record including a 181-76 mark in 23 years at Bellaire, highlighted by back-to-back OHSAA Division IV State 
Championship Game appearances. In 1995, the Big Reds dropped a heartbreaking 50-44 double-overtime loss to Ver
sailles in the title game before returning in 1996 only to fall to Germantown Valley View, 37-12, with Bellaire finishing 
13-1 both seasons. 
Magistro.coached Bellaire teams reached the OHSAA playoffs seven times (193, '95, '96, '97, 2003, '05, 06), winning 

six regional titles (1995, '96, '97, 2003, '05, '06); claimed nine OVAC championships (1988, '93, '94, '95, '96, '97, 
2003, '05, 06); and had a 37-game regular season winning streak (1995-98). 
He was the Ohio Division IV Coach of the Year three times (1995-96-97); East District Division IV Coach of the Year 

seven times; Ohio Valley Football Coach of the Year three times and the OVAC Overall Coach of the Year (all sports) 
in 1996. Magistro coached in the OVAC Rudy Mwnley All-Star Football Game in 1995 and the OHSBCA North-South 
All-Star Football Game in 2006. 
Magistro's coaching career began at St. John Central in 1970 as freshman coach and varsity assistant for three years. He John Magistro 

moved on to Martins Ferry where he was an assistant in football ( 1973-78) and baseball (1975-76) before becoming the 
head baseball coach ( 1977-79). 
He moved on to Bellaire as an assistant football coach (1980-83) and then began a highly-successful run as the Big Reds' head coach (1984-2006). 
After stepping down at Bellaire, he was an assistant coach at Olentangy (2007-08), head coach at Westerville Central (2009-2016) and assistant at 

Worthington Kilbourne (2017-2022). He also had a two-year stint as offensive coordinator of the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the National Indoor Foot
ball League. 
At Westerville Central, his nine-year record was 61-37 and his teams made the OHSAA playoffs four times while winning the Ohio Capital Conference 

Cardinal Division in 2011 and 2013. He was Ohio Division I Coach of the Year in 2011. 
Magistro was previously inducted into the West Liberty University Hall of Fame (2001), the Minor Pro Football Hall ofFame in Pittsburgh (2015) the 

Ohio High School Football Coaches Association Hall ofFame (2015); and the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame (2024). 

Lou Nocida 
Lou Nocida (Glenville High School, Class of 1959). With stops at five different high schools and one college on his 
resume, Nocida's record as a prep football coach over 23 seasons was an impressive 180-76 with five state champion
ships at Sistersville High to his credit. 

Nocida began his coaching career with one year at Fort Frye (8-2 in 1967) before moving on to Magnolia for six 
seasons ( 1969-74) with a 41-22 and two playoff appearances, including a state runner-up finish in 1972. He was also 
head basketball coach one year at Magnolia, leading the Blue Eagles to an 18-7 record and a W. Va. Class AA runner
up finish led by OVAC Hall of Farner John 'Fuzzy' Filliez. 

After two years at Oak Glen (1975-76) with an 8-12 record, he began a remarkable JO-year run at Sistersville 
(1977-86) where he compiled a sparkling 104-18 record over 10 seasons. 

Nocida took the Tigers from the brink of dropping football to a state small school powerhouse, winning five Class 
A state championships ( 1980, '81, '84, '85, '86) and two runner-up finishes ('82 & '83). Between 1980-86, Sistersville 
lost only five games and had a 42-game regular season winning streak, with the 1981 team finishing 13-0 ( outscoring 

Lou Nocida its opponents 531-26) and the 1986 squad going 12-0. 
Nocida-coached teams won OVAC football titles in 1972 and '73 at Magnolia and 1986 at Sistersville. At 

Sistersville, he coached Hunt Award winner Brian Swisher and two Kennedy Award winners - Joel Wilson and Jeff Swisher. 
He served head coach at Glenville State College for three years (1987-89) with an 8-20-1 record and spent three years at Parkersburg South High 

(1990-92 and again in 2000) with a 19-22 record and one playoff appearance (1991). 
Nocida was named OVAC Coach of the Year (all sports) in 1983 and was the West Vrrginia Coach of the Year (all sports) in 1981 and 1985. 
As an athlete, Nocida was an honorable mention All-West Vrrginia Class A running back as a senior. He played at Glenville State College, graduating 

in 1965, and was a defensive back with the Wheeling lronmen of the Continental Football League. 

Roger Levi 
Roger Levi (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1965). Levi spent an incredible 50 years as a registered 

basketball official in both Ohio and West Vrrginia, with more than 2,200 games to his credit during 44 years of active 
service. 

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Association 's Officials Hall of Fame in 2008 and received 
the OVAC Robert Dawson Basketball Officials Award in 2019. He was named the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association Official of the Year in 1994 and the District 5 Official of the year in 1995 and 2008. 

Levi worked a total of 19 state tournaments - 14 in Ohio (five boys and nine girls) and five in West Vrrginia (three 
boys and two girls) including state championship games in each. He also officiated at least 65 regional-level games and 
numerous OVAC Basketball Championship contests. 

He served two terms as president of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials and was also the 
secretary-treasurer of that association for many years. -...-1...11L.l._._ 

A graduate of Ohio University and a teacher in the Buckeye Local School District for 31 years, he passed away in 
2023 at the age of 75. 

Roger Levi 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2024 ~ 
Bob O'Brien 

Bob O'Brien (Union High School, Class of 1953). O'Brien was a 6-foot-3 foiward-center who led the most success
ful Union team to a 19-1 regular season record and state tourney berth while earning First Team All-State honors as a 
senior. 

He was a three-year starter for the lronmen, who won two straight OVAC Class A titles with overall 22-2 and 16-5 
records. The two-time All-OVAC selection was selected captain as a senior while leading the OVAC in scoring with a 
22-point average. As a senior, he led the lronmen to sectional and regional titles in the largest Class AA and into the state 
tournament before bowing to Grafton. An All-State Tournament pick, he was first team "Big" All-State after earning 
all-class "Big" All-State mention as a junior. He also played in the W.Va. vs. Ohio All-Star Game at Madison Gym on 
Wheeling Island. 

O'Brien earned a scholarship to the University of Maryland and led the freshman team in scoring with an 18-point 
mark before lettering three years on the varsity. He started all 74 varsity games and scored 972 points (13.1 ppg). He av
eraged double figures all three years and was team captain as a senior. He was selected Second Team All-Atlantic Coast 
Conference and Honorable Mention All-America. 

After college, he played two seasons, and started most games, with the Bullets of the Eastern Professional League 

Keith Sommer 

Bob O'Brien 

Keith Sommer (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1959). Sommer earned IO Purple Rider letters in three sports• 
-four each in football and track and two in wrestling as the sport was originated at the school during his junior year. 

In football, the back was selected to the Class AAAAII-OVAC team and All-Valley "Big School" mention as a 
senior while not playing on a winning team all four years. He was selected to play in the Ohio-W.Va. AU-Star Game 
but opted instead to compete in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game in Canton. 

In track, he qualified for the state meet as a freshman and sophomore member of the Riders' 440-yard relay unit. 
Wrestling is where he earned his most recognition. Sommer became Ferry's first state place-winner on the mat 

with an Ohio runner-up finish in the 175-pound class to cap a 32-1 season record. Ferry's team captain also won 
OVAC and District titles as a senior. He also qualified for the state meet as a junior. 

Keith Sommer 

He enrolled at Bowling Green University where he was a freshman member of the 1959 football team which 
posted the school's first-ever perfect record team (9-0) and claimed the college division national title. The team 
was inducted into the BGSU Athletic Hall of Fame in 2013. 

Thomas 'Chip' Coulter 
Thomas 'Chip' Coulter (Toronto High School, Class of 1964). Coulter was a three-sport, four-year athlete, and 

record-setting basketball player who played professional baseball including a brief stint in the major leagues. 
The four-year Red Knight basketball regular set a school career scoring record of 1,580 points which lasted 50 years 

until broken in 2015 by Blaze Glenn. The 5-foot-10, 170-pound Coulter was a three-time All-Eastern Ohio selection and 
twice mentioned for All-Ohio in the largest Class AAA by The Associated Press -third team as a senior and honorable 
mention as a junior. He led the Knights to the OVAC Class AA crown as a senior and was named All-OVAC. 

In baseball, the three-year starting infielder, and four-year lettennan, earned some All-Ohio recognition as a senior. 
He also lettered in track four years. 

After his senior season, he signed a professional baseball contract with the St. Louis Cardinals and played six years 
with the Tidewater Tides and Arkansas Travelors. In 1969, the second baseman was called up to the major leagues 
and played six games. He was traded to the New York Mets and played one minor league season before retiring and .._ __ _... _ _... ___ ___. 
returning home to Toronto. 

He was honored in the charter class (2000) of the Toronto High Athletic Hall of Fame. 

The 8VA~ Haff eif PaMe 
Selectie11 ~eMMffitee 
ce119rdula-te.s each 

ef this 9aar's he11ereas 

'Chip' Coulter 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2024 $ 
Donnie Youn: 

Donnie Young (Wintersville High School, Class of 1968). Young was an Ohio Valley record-setting running 
back for three Golden Warrior teams which went 28-2 under Hall of Fame coach Bob Kettlewell, including a I 0-0 
record as a senior when he set a modem valley career rushing record of 4,230 yards which lasted for 18 years. As a 
junior, he led the valley and the state of Ohio with 202 points in 10 games for the OVAC Class AAA title-winning 
team while rushing for 1,819 yards on 218 carries. He led the valley in both scoring and rushing his last two years. 

As a senior, the 5-foot-9, 165-pound back rushed for 1,489 yards on 212 carries and scored 148 points. Career
wise, he scored 416 points including 3S0 in his last two seasons. 

His senior honors included first team All-Ohio largest Class AA and national recognition from Parade magazine. 
Young was twice honored as first team All-Valley "Big School", AI\-OVAC Class AAA, All-Eastern District, 

All-Eastern Ohio and captain, and was the Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Football Game MVP. 
In addition to football, he lettered three years in basketball and two years in track. 
He earned a football scholarship to Eastern Kentucky University and lettered three varsity seasons after playing 

on the freshman team. 

Donnie Young 

After college, he coached high school football in Kentucky for 37 years and was the coach of future Pittsburgh Steeler lineman Dermontti 
Dawson and world sprint champion Tyson Gay. He passed away in 2021. 

Scott Barnhouse 
Scott Barnhouse (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1978). Barnhouse was a three-sport standout for the Red 
Devils, but it was on the baseball diamond where he had the biggest clout. 

He was a three-year letterman for baseball coaching legend Richard 'Lefty' Hall. The multi-talented athlete earned 
All-Ohio, All-Eastern District, AII-OVAC and All-Valley honors as a senior. 

As a junior, Barnhouse tossed a perfect game in an OHSAA Class AA Sectional contest. He was tabbed to partici
pate in the Mizuno All-Star Game in Columbus. 

Barnhouse turned in a sparkling senior season for the Red Devils, helping Hall's charges reach the OHSAA Class 
AA Regional tournament. He crafted a 6-2 mound mark with a miniscule 1.67 ERA while batting at a sparkling .372 
clip. 

The talented right-hander accepted a baseball scholarship to Mercer University in Georgia. He quickly worked his 
way into the starting rotation and helped the Bears capture three conference championships in four years. 

Barnhouse compiled a 26-21 career mound mark for Mercer. He was also the Bears' starting first baseman as a 
Scott Barnhouse senior, producing a .321 batting average with 12 home runs and 32 RBI. 

Barnhouse was chosen by the Seattle Mariners in the 1982 Major League Baseball Draft. He eventually reached 
the Class AAA Minor League level with Salt Lake City in 1983. In 1985, he was traded to the San Diego Padres. His pro career ended two years later. 

During his St. C. prep days, Barnhouse was an explosive quarterback. He executed Coach George Strager's famed "belly-series" to near perfection. 
He earned first team All-OVAC Class AAA honors and was chosen to play in the 1978 OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football game. He was also an 
honorable mention AII-OVAC selection in basketball as a junior. 

Darrell Cheripko 
Darrell Cheripko (Brooke High School, Class of 1979). Cheripko was a two-sport standout for the Bruins, earning 
Class AAA All-State, AII-OVAC Class 4A and All-Valley honors in football and baseball. 

The 6-4, 210-pounder started three years for Coach Bud Billiard's gridders at tight end and defensive end. He was 
a two-year captain for the OVAC Class 4A two-time champions. Cheripko played in the OVAC Rudy Murnley All
Star Football Game and the W.Va. North-South All-Star Football Game. He also received special recognition from 1 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 
In baseball, Cheripko was a three-year starter. He was the Bruins' regular first baseman as a sophomore and junior 

before becoming the catcher as a senior. 
As a junior, he earned second-team All-Valley honors while being tabbed honorable mention All-State Class AAA. 

As a senior, he was tabbed first-team All-Valley as a catcher and a first-team All-State utility selection. 
As a senior, Cheripko led the Ohio Valley with seven home runs, 13 doubles and 35 runs scored while batting a 

robust. 456. He was second in the Ohio Valley with 37 hits. Darrell Cheripko 
Cheripko was also a Bruins basketball performer, picking up two letters and leading the team in rebounds. 
He was inducted into the Brooke Athletic Hall of Fame in 2009. Cheripko was a three-time class president. 
After his Brooke High career came to an end, he matriculated to Youngstown State, earning two football letters. 

~ ~,:.. Hall ·~~ of~~ 
Fame 



,I, OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2024 ,S 
Arie Long 

Arie Long (East Liverpool High School, Class of I 988). Long scripted a sparkling athletic career at East Liverpool. 
However, after he picked up his Potter diploma his achievements soared to new heights. 

Long represented the United States in the 1992 Olympic Games staged in Barcelona, Spain as a decathlete. 
Unfortunately, he had to drop out of the competition after seven events as he tore his Achilles tendon. Prior to being 
injured, he won the Olympic decathlon high jump competition via his 7-1.5 effort. 

In 1995, Long represented the U.S .in the World Games. He finished fourth in the decathlon. In 1989, Long was the 
Pan-American Games Junior Champion in the decathlon. 

During his prep days at East Liverpool, Long was a force both in the OVAC and at the OHSAA state meet. He was OVAC 
runner-up in the high jwnp as a sophomore, jwuor and senior, clearing 6-9 as a senior.Long was Class AAA runner-up in the 
state meet as a senior via his 6-10 effort. He was fourth in the state championships as a junior, also clearing 6-10. 

While the high jump was his obvious meal ticket, he also excelled in several events during his Potter days. He was 
a 21-8 long jumper, 14.8 high hurdler, 130-0 discus tosser and 48-10 shot putter while also helping the Potters' 4xl00 Arie Long 
relay quartet establish a school record (44.4). 

His exploits earned him a track scholarship to the University ofTennessee. He enjoyed a stellar career with the Vols, including winning the NCAA decathlon 
championship in 1991 and taking the runner-up spot in 1992. He also claimed multiple Southeast Conference titles. 

Long was a three-sport standout for East Liverpool, also competing in basketball and football. On the gridiron, the 6-2, 245-pound linebacker 
garnered first-team AII-OVAC AAAA honors. 

He was previously enshrined in the East Liverpool Athletic HOF as well as the East District Track & Cross Country Association Hall of Fame. 

Lisa Ribble 
Lisa Ribble (Fort Frye High School, Class of 1981). Fort Frye has authored an illustrious girls' basketball history 

and Ribble remains one of the greatest ever to suit up for the Lady Cadet hoopsters. 
She finished her Fort Frye hardwood career with 1,404 career points, 795 rebounds and 198 assists. Her all-around 

talent helped the Lady Cadets compile an impressive four-year record of 69-13 to go with three Pioneer Valley Confer
ence championships and one OVAC crown. 

Ribble made her presence felt as a Fort Frye frosh, averaging 9.2 points a game. She became a bigger force in the 
following three seasons, averaging 13.3 as a sophomore, 19.7 as a junior and a whopping 25 points a game as a senior. 
She also established an OVAC girls' single-game scoring record with 56 points, a mark later tied and broken by St. 
John Central legend Stephanie Petho. 

, Ribble was a fim-tearn Associated Press Class A All-Ohioan as a senior to go with All-OVAC and All-Eastern Dis
trict, All-District 12 and All-PVC fim-team plaudits. She was honorable mention All-Ohio as a junior. 

L--------'..;::;.;i:;.... ___ ..,1, She was also a key member of the Lady Cadets' softball team as a centertielder-pitcher. Fort Frye reached the 
Lisa Ribble OHSAA Class A State "Final Four'' in 1980 and 1981, finishing as the state runner-up in Ribble's senior season. 

Ribble took her basketball prowess to WVU, where she also became an integral part of the Lady Mountaineers' 
program. She was a four-year letter-winner and served as the team captain as a senior. 

During her career in Morgantown, she scored 641 points, dished out 483 assists, collared 350 rebounds while recording 140 steals. Her multi-faceted 
game helped the Lady Mountaineers post a 74-45 record in her four years. 

The 5-9 guard owns the distinction of assisting on an historic play. She made a length-of-the-court pass to 6-7 Georgeann Wells who delivered the fim 
dunk by a woman in a college game - that coming on Dec. 21, 1984 against the University of Charleston. 

Ribble was also a standout in the classroom, gaining fim-tearn Academic All-Atlantic IO honors as a junior and senior while also being named to the 
Academic All-East team as a senior. She was chosen to the WVU women basketball team of the 1973-86 era. She was also inducted into the District 12 
Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2014. 

Rafael Cruz 
a 

Rafael Cruz (Wheeling Parle High School, Class of 1997). One of only three OVAC standouts in more than a half
century to win the Bill Evans Award as the West Vtrginia Boys' Basketball Player of the Year, Rafael Cruz scored over 
1,300 points at Wheeling Parle before taking his talents to the collegiate and professional levels. 

Cruz burst onto the scene as a sophomore starter and All-Tournament selection as the Patriots capped their 1995 post
season run with an epic 99-96 triple-overtime win over Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA state championship 
game. The 6-2 shooting guard made the All-State Tournament team again the following year, averaging 23.6 ppg. in 
leading WPHS to another regional title and state tournament berth, but the best was yet to come. 

Switched from shooting guard to point guard, the blurry-fast southpaw stuffed the stat sheets as a senior to key yet another 
state tournament run for the Patriots. He averaged 15.3 points a night along with 62 assists and 3. 7 steals while shooting nearly 
50 percent from the floor and just under 80 percent from the foul line. Wheeling Parle fell to Woodrow Wilson in the 1997 
state title game but Cruz-who set a tournament record with 8 steals in the semifinals - swept nearly every post-season honor. 

In addition to the Evans Award from the W.Va. Sports Writers Association, Cruz was honored as the West Vrrginia 
Gatorade Player of the Year and voted captain of the Class AAA All-State Team. The 2-time fim-team All-Stater was 
also named co-captain of the All-Valley "Big School" and Class 4-AAII-OVAC Teams. 

Rafael Cruz 

A National Honor Society member with a 4.0 GPA, Cruz began his collegiate career with one season at the University of Massachusetts before playing 
his final three years at Youngstown State. He set a school record as a senior at YSU by making41 straight free throws and still ranks among the Penguins' 
all-time leaders in free throw percentage (149-176, .847). 

After graduating from Youngstown State, Cruz played professionally for more than two decades in his native Puerto Rico. 



~ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2024 f) 
Bobbv Sismondo 

a 

Bobby Sismondo (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 1995). A record-setting pitcher in high school 
and college, Bobby Sismondo was one of the most dominant southpaw hurlers ever to come out of the OVAC. 

Sismondo made an immediate impact as a sophomore at Steubenville Catholic Central when he helped the Crusaders 
make a run all the way to the Ohio Division HI state semifinals. As a junior, he played a key role in SCC's I 994 state 
championship season by firing a 15-strikeout one-hit gem in a state semifinal win over Fort Jennings. 
The hard-throwing lefty led the valley in strikeouts as a junior and senior. A first-team All-Ohio pick as a senior, he 

went 7-2 on the mound with a 1.01 ERA while striking out 112 batters in 69 innings. At the plate, he was third in the 
valley with a .493 batting average, scoring 25 runs and driving in 30 more. A 3-time first-team All-Valley selection and 
honorary captain as a senior, Sismondo set Ohio Valley records for career wins (35) and strikeouts (432). 
The "Ks" just kept on coming during his three seasons (1996-98) as a Mid-American Conference ace at Ohio Univer

sity when he set the school's all-time strikeout record with 254 career whiffs. That number still ranks No. 2 in the Bobcat 
record book while Sismondo's 24 career wins rank third. 
He earned first-team All-MAC and All-Mideast Region honors as a sophomore when he won 11 games and fanned 106 

batters in JOI innings. Those 11 wins and 106 strikeouts still rank among the school's Top 5 single-season efforts. The 

Bobby Sismondo 

1997 Bobcats were MAC champions and set a school record with 43 wins while earning a bid to the NCAA Mideast Regional in Oklahoma. 
Sismondo was a 6th-round draft pick of the Detroit Tigers in the 1998 MLB Draft following his junior season at OU. After two years in the Tigers' 

organization, he was traded to Philadelphia and ultimately rose as high as Class AA with the Phillies and Milwaukee Brewers before retiring after the 
2002 season. 

Ashley Dunigan 
Ashley Dunigan (Cambridge High School, Class of2002). It didn't matter ifit was on the cross country course or 
the track, this Bobcat product shined on both surfaces. 

Dunigan reset numerous meet and school records during her prep career, which actually started with a victory 
despite the fact that she took a wrong turn in a cross country race and got off course. 

From that point on, Dunigan wouldn't slow down. Her career culminated in 2002 at Dayton's Welcome Stadium 
when she won the OHSAA Division II state championship in the 1600-meter run with a career-best time of 5:02.95. 
Between those races, a lot of gold medals were earned. All told, Dunigan won 12 OVAC championships, sweeping 
the 800-, 1600- and 3200-meter runs each season. She scored an impressive 133.5 points during her career in the 
OVAC Track and Field Championships. She didn't stop there. Dunigan was a four-time district champion, including 
a pair of titles in Division I. She was a four-time state qualifier, competing in the state meet in the 3200 as a frosh 
and sophomore and competing on a relay team as a junior before reaching the top of the podium as a senior. Dunigan 
claimed four East Central Ohio League titles in both the 800 and 1600 meter runs. 

Ashley Dunigan At Cambridge, Dunigan's best times of59.95 (400), 2:17.89 (800), 5:02.95 (1600) and 11:28.8) stood as school 
records. She was also part of the 4x400 record (4:06.21). 

In cross country, Dunigan was a three-time all-state performer. She was twice a district champion and placed third three times in the regional. Her 
highest state-meet finish came in 1998 •- as a frosh -· when she finished 12th. She was 16th and 18th in her other All-Ohio finishes. 

As a senior, she was the OVAC runner up. She won a trio of ECOL crowns and was named Female Runner of the Year each times.After her prep 
career - which also included being a four-time Academic All-Ohio selection - Dunigan competed at the Division 1 level, running for Wake Forest 
University. She spent four years working for the NCAA and was a finalist for the NCAA Presidential Award. 

She's previously been inducted to the Cambridge High School (2017) and Eastern District Track and Cross Country. 

Kinsi Tellep 
Kinsi Tellep (Meadowbrook High School, Class of2009). Thanks to her powerful right arm, this former Colt was a 

star inside the circle on the softball field during her prep career. 
Tellep led her team to the OHSAA Division II State Tournament in 2009, with the team posting an overall 22-8 record. 

During her final prep season, she spun four perfect games, including back-to-back 'perfectos' at one point. She hurled 15 •• 
shutouts, which included an astoW1ding five straight during the tournament. She logged 39 consecutive scoreless innings 
and finished with a miniscule 0.41 earned run average. She also sat down 402 batters via the strikeout, which was fifth 
best in Ohio history, and had an incredible 37 strikeouts in an extra-inning game and 21 Ks in a seven-inning contest. 

For her career, Tellep posted 1,260 strikeouts, which ranked third all time in Ohio history when she graduated. The 
breakdown of her strikeouts also included 223 as a freshman, 327 as a sophomore and 308 as a junior. She finished with 
68 pitching wins, 41 shutouts and a 0.77 ERA while at the plate, she hit .286 with 50 RBI. 

Tellep's career by no means went unnoticed. She was first team All-Ohio as a junior and senior after gaining second 
team honors as a sophomore. She was a three-time OVAC Class 3A Player of the Year, named first team all-conference Kinsi Tellep 
three times and second team once; was named All-Eastern District and All-ECOL first team four times, including 
Player of the Year as a for both; and she was also anointed First Team All-Valley three times. 

While softball was where she made her biggest impact, Tellep was a four-year letterwinner in basketball for the Colts. 
Tellep was a two-year letterwinner at the University of Akron. 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2024 
Alexa Abrams 

Aleu Ab-s (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 2011 ). This former Warrior standout not only competed in three 
sports -- volleyball, basketball and softball -- but she shined in each one. 
While putting up impressive stats and garnering numerous accolades, it was on the volleyball court where Abrams 

made her greatest impact, becoming Trail's only three-time all-state petformer. 
Abrams finished her career with 1,227 kills and 411 blocks. As a senior, she posted 415 kills with 244 digs, I 08 blocks 

and 36 aces en route to first team All-Ohio Division m acclaim. She was also OVAC Class 3A Player of the Year, All
District 12 and All-PVC and was the District 12 Player of the Year along with playing in the District 12 All-Star Game. 
As a jwiior, Abrams was first-team All-OVAC, PVC and District 12, named OVAC Class 2A Player of the Year, and she 

was second team All-Ohio. 
She was third-team All-State as a sophomore along with first-team AII-OVAC and All-PVC. 
On the basketball court, Abrams earned All-Eastern District, All-District 12, AII-OVAC and All-PVC honors multiple 

times and was honorable mention All-Ohio as a sophomore. She also played in the District 12 All-Star Game Alexa Abrams 
On the diamond, Abrams was a two-time AII-OVAC performer and earned second team All-Ohio Division IU as a 

senior. She was also All-Eastern District, All-PVC and took part in the OVAC All-Star Game. 
After her prep career, Abrams went to Muskingum University where she played volleyball, lettering al I four years. She was an honorable mention All

OAC player as a senior and finished her collegiate career with 628 kills, 135 assists, 60 aces, 1080 digs, 19 solo blocks and 78 block assists. 

Dan Monteroso 
Dan Monteroso (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 2013). It didn't matter if it was on the football field or the 

basketball court, this former Red Devil was among the best to ever do it at St. Clairsville. 
Monteroso was a four-year mainstay in both football and basketball and helped to guide the Red Devils to heights 

they'd never reached before in those sports. 
In football, Monteroso was a standout at wide receiver and helped fuel the Red Devils to the 2012 OHSAA 

Division IV state championship game. He caught 68 passes for 1,483 yards and 17 touchdowns that season. He was 
named Eastern District Player of the Year, first-team All-Ohio, All-OVAC, All-Buckeye 8, All-Valley, All-Times 

, Leader and received the Big 22 Player of the Year award. He also took part in the North~South AU-Star Game. 
During his career, Monteroso finished with 135 receptions for 2,741 yards and 34 touchdowns. He rushed for 

. ~ - .. four touchdowns, threw for a score and had two interception returns for TDs. Defensively, he finished with 29 solo 
m,:; v ..._. tackles and 48 assists. 

,.._,_, ____________ ..., On the basketball court, Monteroso was the unquestioned leader of the Red Devils. 
Dan Monteroso He led the way to the OHSAA Division II state semifinals as a junior, averaging 26 points per game. He was 

named first-team All-Ohio, AII-OVAC, All-Valley, and All-Times Leader for his efforts. 
As a senior, Monteroso averaged 27 points a game and led the Red Devils to another OVAC title and a trip to the regional tournament. He was 

named Division II Co-Player of the Year and a finalist for the prestigious 'Mr. Basketball' award. 
He finished his hoops career with 2,340 points, which ranks 21st in Ohio history, and St. C. compiled an impressive 82-14 record during his career. 

Along with scoring, he is St. C.'s all-time leader in games played (95), two-point goals (715), free throws attempted (746) and made (565), single
season points (677) and single-season free throws made (169). 

Monteroso inked a National Letter of Intent to continue his football career at Purdue University. He graduated with a degree in three years after earn
ing academic all-Big Ten twice. He opted to play his final season of football at West Liberty and played two seasons of basketball for the Hilltoppers. 
He scored I, 134 points for the Hilltoppers, helping them to a pair of NCAA Tournament berths. He was named a pre and post season All-American as 
well as a finalist for the Bevo Francis Award, honoring the top small college men's basketball player in America. He was also named the Mountain 
East Conference Scholar Athlete of the Year twice and received the 2018 NCAA Division II Academic All-American of the Year. 

Monteroso is currently overseas playing professional basketball in the German Pro A League for Ehingen Urspring. 

• • • • • • • • • • 
11'ha 8hia Valla9 

Aithlatic Ca11.fere11ca 
was .fau11dad iJt 1943! 

• • • • • • • • • • 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2024 

'Bud' 
Bonar 

Mike 
Carson 

Brian 
Jonard 

Rod 
Oldham 

Joe 
White 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Reyman (Bud) Bonar (Bellaire High School, Class of 1927). The 5-foot-8, 170-powid quarterback was an All-Valley honoree as the Big Reds captured Ohio Valley 
Athletic Association titles two straight years. He also competed in baseball. 

He originally committed to Princeton University before enrolling at Georgia Tech and playing freshman football in 1929. He transfem:d to the University of Notre Dame 
for his final three seasons and lettered, and started, in 1933 plus 1934. ln 1933, he drop-kicked the extra point which led the Irish to a 13-12 upset ofpreviously-wibeaten and 
top-ranked Army. 

Bonar returned to the Ohio Valley and was head football coach at his alma mater from 1949-58. His record of 61-25-7 was the winningest at the school witil broken by 
OVAC Hall ofFame honoree John Magistro. He coached the Big Reds to their first two OVAC titles (Class AA) in 1950 and 1954, including an unbeaten 8-0-1 record in 1950. 

He also served as Big Reds' athletic director until his death in 1970. Bonar was one of the four charter inductees in the 1987 Bellaire High Hall of Fame class. 

Mike Carson (Sistersville High School, Class of 1969). The 6-foot-7 Tiger basketball center was a four-year prolific scorer and rebounder with school car= records 
in both categories. He finished career with 2,269 points - third best in Ohio Valley history at the time. 

A three-time first team Class A All-State honoree, and captain as junior and senior, he also was 1st Team all-class "Big" All-State two years and third team as a sophomore. 
He also was first team All-Valley .. Small School" captain in 1968 and 1969 when the Tigers went 22-3 and 20-4. 

As a freshman, he anchored Tigers to sectional and regional titles and a berth in state Class A tournament He averaged more than 30 points a game in final two seasons 
and 22.4 rebounds a game as a senior. He set a sophomore Ohio Valley and state record with 54 points vs. Wut County and also tallied 61 points vs. Wirt as a senior. Carson 
earned All-America mention from Scholastic Coach, Cage Scope and Basketball Yearbook. 

He earned a scholarship to West Virginia U. where he was a starter on the freshman team as the second leading rebounder while averaging 10.9 points. A chronic ankle 
injury limited his varsity play, including missing one season. He lettered on the 1972 varsity. 

Brian Jonard (Caldwell High School, Class of 1977). The four-year letterman in track and cross country won six Ohio Class A state: championships for the Redskins. 
In cross country, he won district qualifiers and state crowns both as a sophomore and senior. His state winning times were 9:59.7 in I 974 and 10:07 in 1976. 

In track, the distance runner claimed four Class A state titles after winning district qualifiers. He captured the two-mile state final three times (9:46.4 in 1975, 9:44.8 in 1976 
and 9:45.4 as a senior). He also won the state one-mile crown in 4:26.6 as a senior when he single-handedly led the Redskins to a fifth place team finish. 

He was inducted in 1998 to the Ohio Track and Cross Country Coaches Association Hall ofFame while in 2019, he was an inductee into the East District Track & Cross 
Country Coaches Association Hall of Fame. 

In college, Jonanl was a two-time All-Southern Conference cross country runner as a freshman and sophomore at Marshall University. In his first year, he placed third in 
the conference meet as the Thundering Herd won the team title. The next year, he was fowth in the conference meet as the Herd was team runner-up. He also lettered in 1980 
at Ohio State University. 

Rod Oldham (Ripley High School, Class of I 955). The architect of the ultra-successful Parkersburg South wrestling program was the school's first mat coach starting 
in 1967 and never looked back. He guided the Patriots to their first four state one-class wrestling titles ( 1975, 1983-84-85) and was named West Virginia Wrestling Coach of 
the Year four times. 

Before his retirement in I 986, he had coached 30 individual state champions including four three-time titlists in Jim Weatherholt, Brad Dornick, Rich Undeiwood and 
Darren Moore. 

In 2003, he was honored with a "Lifetime Service to Wrestling" award by the West Virginia chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame. 
A native of New Martinsville, he graduated from Ripley High School, Glenville State College and did graduate work at both West Virginia U. and Marshall. He is deceased. 

Joe White (Magnolia High School, Class of 1943 ). A three-sport prep athlete in football, basketball and baseball, he excelled in the hoop sport by earning All-State men-
tion three years including second team all-class honors as a senior center. A two-year team co-captain, he led the Blue Eagles to the 1943 largest Class A regional tournament 
finals where he scored 20 points in a 49-23 loss to eventual state champion Wheeling High. As a senior, he set a school record with a 38-point game (rare in low scoring era), 
which lasted 15 years until broken by OVAC and West Vuginia University Hall of Farner Jim McCormick. 

After serving in the U.S. Army from 1943-45, the 6-foot-2, 190-powid forward remained on the West Coast and enrolled at the University of Southern California. He let
tered four seasons in basketball and started as a senior while selected as the Most Inspirational Player. His teammates included two National Basketball Hall of Famer.;-Bill 
Shannan and Alex Hannum. White's best scoring game was 21 points vs. Stanford. 

After college, he served as a long-time basketball coach and athletic director at Allan Hancock Junior College in Santa Maria, Calif. The gymnasium at the now four-year 
college is named for him as well as the annual fund-raising banquet. White gave Pro Football Hall ofFame coach John Madden his first coaching job. 

White was honored in the first class of Magnolia High School Life Achievement Awards. He is deceased. 



The OVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates 

Tom Myers 
as the Dennis Magruder Distinguished 

Service Award recipient for 2024 
Tom Myers is the epitome of a "behind the scenes" individual, assisting in a plethora of areas to help 

make the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference and its many events first class - a passion he shares with his 
wife, Linda. For his years of dedication to the conference, Myers has been named the 2024 recipient of 
the Dennis Magruder Distinguished Service Award by the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. 

Myers' primary involvements revolve around the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game, the 
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament and the OVAC Tom Rataiczak Museum Committee, but he's 
always available to lend a hand wherever needed. 
As a member of the all-star football game committee, he is visible at most events during game week 

including handing out equipment to the players on the first day of camp; hauling and distributing 
programs to various events including the Queen of Queens Pageant, the Pep Rally at Wheeling Univer
sity, and to the game site at Wheeling Island Stadium. He also assists with player line-up at the OVAC 
George Strager Evening with the Stars Banquet and at the pep rally and then wraps things up by collect
ing equipment at the end of the game. 

For nearly 40 years, he's been responsible for program sales at the wrestling tournament for every ses
sion including setup, collecting money and storage. 

Part of the museum committee since its inception, he joins a handful of others who gather weekly to Tom Myers 
clean cases and do setup of new items as needed. 

Myers, a 1966 graduate ofWarwood High School and a U.S. Army veteran, will be honored during the 20th OVAC 
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony on Saturday, August IO at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. 

Past recipients of the OVAC's Distinguished Service Award include Denny Magruder (20 IO); Bob Robinson (2011 ); 
Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling (2012); Judge Frank Fregiato (20 I 3); Wes Banco Arena Maintenance Staff (2014 ); 
Ohio University Eastern (2015); Oglebay Park (2016); Mickey Duffy (2017); Ron Miller (2018); Dave Schafer 
(2019); Ohio County Schools (2021); Brooke County Schools (2022); Todd Fullerton (2023). 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Committee is seeking 

nominations for future consideration 
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Individuals are selected in various categories (Family, 
Contributor, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 

c/o Chairman Tom Rataiczak, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested. 
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Congratulations on being 
inducted into the 

OVAC Hall of Fame! 

The Bellaire Local Schools 
Athletic Department, Board of Education 

and Administration 



Congratu{ations Tom Myers 
on tfie Dennis Magruder 

1Jistinguisfied Service .'A.ward 

"When I am at my best ... 1 am my lather's child." 

Congratulations to our Dad on this most 
honorable award. A man of great loyalty, 

wisdom, and a faithful servant to our Lord, it 
is with the utmost pride that we call him Dad. 

Thank you for your continued dedication to the 
youth of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

Love, 
Scott, Karen, Kaden, Karli, and Bryn 
BT, Melany, Griffen, Adyn, and Lakyn 

Tfie righteous man wa{is in fiis integrity; 
J-fis cfii{dren are 6{essed after fiim. 

Prover6s 20:7 



Conuratulationsl 

Scon Barnhouse IClass ol 19181 
and 

Dan Montaroso IClass ol 20131 

From the St. Clairsville 
Athletic Department 
and Red Devil Nation 



CON6R$ATULATIONS 

KINSI TELLEP 
(MEADOw'BROOK HIGH SCHOOL, CLASS OF 2009) 

AND ALL OF TH£ OVAC 
HALL OFF AM£ INDUCT££$ 

THE 6£0R6E FAMILY 
AND 



I would like to thank the OVAC for the amazing honor of being inducted into 
their Hall of Fame and for all of their support to the cheering program these 

past 28 years. This honor would never have been possible without all of 
following people: 

* Paula Thomas - who in 1996 asked me to take over for her as cheer director. 
*Mary Kay Zitzelberger - who served as my co-director for many years. 

*Tom Rataiczak- my friend & former boss who has had my back & always 
supported me. 

*Nadeana Cook - my former assistant, safety judge, rule interpreter & friend. 
*The FAB 4 - my tabulators who have been with me the entire time 
(Debbie Donahue, Janet Cunningham, Barb Jarrett & Debbie Hill) 

*Raquel McLeod - my current assistant & ALL of the people who have helped 
run the competitions in any way. 

*Denny Magruder, Sonya Fedorko, Cindy Johnson & all of the amazing 
Wesbanco staff. 

* My Family-husband Randy, daughters Shawna & Shannon & sister Charla who 
have supported & helped me in any way possible. 

With fondest gratitude, 
Libby Shepherd 



Central Grille 
3882 Central Avenue 
Shadyside, OH 43947 

740-676-7000 

Indian Creek School District congratulates 

~ DONNIE YOUNG ~ 
• ' Wintersville Class of '68 ~ 

Congratulations on your OVAC Hall of Fame induction! 

"When you're good at something, you'll tell everyone. 
When you're great at something, they'll tell you." - Walter Payton 



,. "" ATHLETICS ATHLfflCS 

Congratulations 

Libby Shepherd 
(Wheeling High Sehool Class ol I97I) 

RalaelCruz 
(Wheeling Park High Sehool Class ol I997) 

To1nMyers 
(Warwood High Sehool Class ol I966) 

Wheeling Park thanks you 
lor your contributions 

to the Ohio Valley Athletic Conlerence 

ATHLETICS ATHLETICS 



You always made life 
an adventure. We are so 
proud of all the things that 
you have accomplished: in 
business, in the OVAC, in 
Rotary, in life. 

Enjoy this 
well-deserved honor. 
We love you. 

Mom and Dad 

Terry, 

From your days 
in the woodshop 
working WITH 
your grandfather ... 

To your days 
in the strawberry fields 
working AS 
a grandfather ... 



Congratulations 
Coach John Magistro 

on your induction 
into the OVAC 
Hall of Fame!! 

As a distinguished 
member of the SJC 
Class of 1966, you 

are very deserving of this 
recognition and award. 
We are so proud of all 
of your professional 
accomplishments. 

From 
St. John Central Academy 

Board of Education, 
Staff & Students 

ST. JOHN C ENTRAL 
I ACADEMY 



Conar-atulations 

Liia 12ibble 

on your- induction 
into the OVAC tiall of r=arne 

r=ort r=.,-ye 
Athletic l)epartrnent 



Congratulations 

Tom Myers 
on receiving the 

Dennis Magruder 
Distinguished Service Award 

We love you, Pappy 

Bryn and Karli Yocum 
Adyn and Lakyn Myers 



I 

from Tfie 'Entire 



~a119ra,tulatia11s 

Alexa Al.trams Jleskid 
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praud a-f 9au 
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Lave, 
l»ad aJtd N.aM 

a11d 9aur -fa:Mil9 
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Ul@ll d@s@P1i'ed! 

P:Po11t 
l11C1Pfii11s P@:P:P:I eifl'8 Seh00ls 



fONCUTUUTION! 

TOMMYllt! 

DINNI! MACRUDIR 
Dl!TINCUl!IIID !IRYlfl AWARD 

RlflPIINT ,oa !O!• 

Yl■Y Dl!IRYINC 1101110., 
DIA• ,.IIND! 

TIii RON WIIITI ,AMll Y 

CONGRATULATIONS to the best husband, 
dad and pap pap around! You live your life 

focused on faith and family, and we are 
all better people because of your example. 

THANK YOU for always showing up, 
helping out, encouraging us and loving us 

so well. Your coaching resume is impressive, 
but the way you lead and coach our family 

is your greatest legacy. 

We LOVE you!! 

Lill, Chad and Terra, Gina and Chirp, and Amy and Kyle 
Lily, Mia, Ryan, Neko, Jayli, Cameron, Melia, A.J., and Tori. 

Jasmine, Sammy, Oscar, Lando, Asher, Archer, and Coco. 



BELLAIRE 
BIG REDS 

TOUCHDOWN CLUB 
P.O. Box 234 Bellaire, Ohio 43906 

'ONCE A B16 RED, 
ALYiAYS A Bl6 RED' 

CON6RsA TULA TIONS 

COACH JOHN MA6ISTRO 
OVAC HALL OFF AME CLASS OF 2024 

BELL_AIRE B16 REDS 
TOUCHDOYiN CLUB 



The Meadowbrook 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Kinsi Tellep 
(MRS Class of 2009) 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2024 

'Go Colts!' 

The Caldwell Athletic Department 
and Caldwell Athletic Boosters 

congratulate 

Brian Jonard 
(CHS Class of 1977) 

'Legend of the OVAC' 

'Redskins Pride' 



The Indian Creek 
Athletic Department 

~If_ salutes 
~ 

Donnie Young 
(Wintersville High School, Class ol J.968) 



THE OHIO VAU_E)( BOARD 
OF BASKETBALL OFFICIALS 

SALUTES 

R06ERLE\fl 

FOR HIS INDUCTION 
INTOTHEOVAC 
HALL OF FAME 
CLASS OF 2024 



Congratulations to Crusader Alu,nni 

BOBBY SISMDHIIO ('951 
on his induction to the 2024 Ol'AC Hall of Fame! 

CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 

& cnirn~~'irll~ mJI;W £ll 1Pllilfi1Wir 



Pasta NiCJht 
-~ very f hursday 
4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

Dinner Includes: pasta, 
( your choice of meatball or 

sausage, salad and bread. 

3348 Belmont Street 
DovvntoY1n Bellaire 



Congratulations 
Ashley!! 

You continue to be 
a role model lor so many! 

Cambridge Girls' Track 
S Cross Country Team 

No one ever said the position 
of Cheering Director would be 

glamorous, but you were ALWAYS 
ready to do whatever needed to 
be done to make the cheering 
competition a first class event. 

That's why you're a Hall ofFamer! 

Thanks, Libby, for years of dedication, 
organization, and hard work. Nobody 

does it better. You are the best! 

Tom and Linda 



fc:,p :P@C@ivi113 
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Congratulations Coach John Magistro 

We knew when you coached us 
as freshmen at St. John's that 
you were destined for greatness. 

You achieved amazing success, 
doing it with class every step 
of the way. 

The Fighting Irish Nation 
is very proud of you. 

Bubba Kapral 

Hall{~· ,c 

of 
Fame 
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~ SUP,ORTlN-G 
ALL 

RED DEVJL 
.ATHLElt S 

Scott Barnhouse Dan Monteroso 

Congratulations 
Scott Barnhouse 

and 
Dan Monteroso 
lor being selected 

to the OVAC Hall ol Fa1ne 
Class ol 2024 

St. Clairsville Saints Club 8 Red Devil Club 



Bock, 

Congratulations big brother 
from your entire Magistro 
family. 
You are so deserving of this 

and we couldn't be happier for 
you. 
You have always led by example, 

both on and off the field. God has 
placed you into the lives of 
every player you ever coached 
for a reason. You've taught them 
not only about football, but about 
life in general. You've taught so 
many the importance of being kind and honest and that God and 
family always come first. Everything you've ever done, you've 
shown nothing but class. 
Although we all miss the excitement of sitting and cheering at your 

games, we will hold forever in our hearts the 
memones. 

Once again, you've made Mom and Dad 
proud, along with your siblings and our 
entire families. Your legacy lives on in every 
school you've been a part of and we thank 
Jesus daily that he put you in our family 
as our leader, our brother, our uncle and 
godfather, brother-in-law and just as 
important, our friend. We are blessed!! 

Love, 

Tom, Jerry and Mare and famlies 
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ni 
Wintersville High Scliool Class ol 1969 

2024 OVAC Hall II Fame Inductee 

Sponsored IIT 
The 8ndefea1ed • ••• 

Wlln1ersYlllle 
Golden Warrllors 



Congratulations to our father, Keith Sommer, on his induction 
into the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame! 

We have always been impressed by your ability to make the state 
wrestling meet as a junior representing Martins Ferry's brand new 
wrestling program and to finish as state runner-up your senior year. 

Ten varsity letters at Martins Ferry High School is an amazing 
accomplishment! More importantly, your dedication to Martins Ferry, 

its school district, and its sports programs have had a positive effect 
on many young lives. 

The lessons you taught us about the value of sports competition changed 
our lives and continue on through your grandchildren. Grandpap & Grandma 

Sommer and Mom are smiling down on the legacy you have created. 
Congratulations. 

We are so happy to see you receive this honor. 
Much love, 

Chris (& Jeff, Jackson, Calvin, & Carrie), 
Michele (& Jonathan and Henry) & Julie 



Congratulations to 
Terry Rataiczak, John Magistro 

and all the HOF nominees 

SHERI L. MCANINCH, CPP 

7 40.359.0098 
www.macsnapsphotography.com 

sheri@macsnapsphotography.com 

Social Media & Contact Info: 

https://mail.google .. com/maiVu/0l#inbox/WhctKLbFTwqSzkxdXmgDBWIMdnkCmQhVGRssRHzMbqdSlkSbgtCqNLVtFRkbMgRZVPfOtRb?projector-1 ... 
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Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012) 
Pete Abuls (Class of2021) 
Jamie Adams (Class of2019) 
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Roger Alford (Class of2017) 
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013) 
Zach Amedro (Class of 2016) 
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012) 
Ralph Anastasio (Class of2021) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Kim Augur (Class of2016) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Jodi Bates (Class of2016) 
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011) 
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (Class of 2012) 
Eddie Becker (Class of2016) 
Nick Redway (Class of 2007) 
Jami Bendle (Class of2017) 
Jack Berger (Class of 2018) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of2010) 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Class of 2015) 
David Bertolino (Class of2014) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Joe "JoJo' Blaha (Class of2021) 
Stan Blankenship (Class of2016) 
Tom Bloom (Class of2021) 
Rick Boron (Class of2011) 
Stan Boroski (Class of2014) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014) 
Jim Brown (Class of 2013) 
Leekycia Brown (Class of2021) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010) 
Bill Brubaker (Class of2014) 
Bob Bruney (Class of 2022) 
Dave Bruney (Class of2019) 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Burgy (Class of2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Dave Caldwell (Class of2017) 
J"un Capito (Class of 2022) 
Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (Class of2012) 
Shelly Carroll (Class of2019) 
Don Cash (Class of 2023) 
Jennie Castle (Class of 2023) 
Gene Cattane (Class of2007) 
Jay Circosta (Class of 2019) 
Dave Cisar (Class of 2022) 
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008) 
Willie Clay (Class of2011) 
Don Clegg (Class of2019) 
Kim Clifford (Class of2021) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011) 
Rick Coles (Class of2014) 
Zach Collaros (Class of2018) 
James Companion (Class of2014) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 

Mike Coyne (Class 02022) 
Scott Coyne (Class of2019) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013) 
Jim Crosier (Class of2019) 
Andy Cross (Class of2016) 
Suzie Daller (Class of 2008) 
Chet Daniels (Class of 2019) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009) 
Koel Davia (Class of 2023) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Nate Davis (Class of2017) 
Boib Dawson (Class of2023) 
Georgia Dawson (Class of2018) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
Larry Deaton (Class of2021) 
C.R. 'Dick' Dei (Class of 2011) 
George Deiderich (Class of2019) 
Dave Delande (Class of 2016) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010) 
Terry Depew (Class of 2022) 
Edmund DiBacco (Class of 2022) 
Bob DiStefano (Class of 2019) 
Steve Doe (Class of 2023) 
Randy Donahue (Class of2011) 
Charles 'Red' Donley (Class of2012) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Dr. Dan Doyle (Class of 2019) 
Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014) 
Larry Duck (Class of2010) 
D.J. Duke (Class of 2022) 
Clyde Eads (Class of2015) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Amber Ellison (Class of 2012) 
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013) 
Tyler Engle (Class of 2019) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
David 'Ty' Fleming (Class of 2015) 
Don Fleming (Class of2007) 
Carl Fodor (Class of2021) 
Darin Ford (Class of 2022) 
Gene Ford (Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Justin Fox (Class of2023) 
Tom Franckhauser (Class of2017) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Rich 'Hoot' Gibson (Class of2013) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Roy 'Al' Glitch (Class of 2019) 

Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Class of 2013) 
Bill Gompers (Class of2017) 
Pete Gongola (Class of2019) 
Gordon Gordon (Class of2014) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Mike Gulan (Class of2019) 
Earl Haberfield (Class of2018) 
Neil Habig (Class of2016) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of2006) 
John 'Streaky' HaJoszka (Class of2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of2010) 
Jay Handlan (Class of2016) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
T.J. Hannig (Class of2011) 
Jeff Harrison (Class of2017) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Lori Heooy (Class of2002) 
Henry 'Hen' Healy (Class of2022) 
WiDiam 'Catfish' Hearst (C,'lim of2017) 
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008) 
Art Hehr (Class of 2012) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Jessica Hines (Class of 2023) 
Brittany Hocker (Class of 2015) 
Roger Holdinsky (Class of 2022) 
Paul Hoover (Class of201S) 
Adam Hoppel (Class of2108) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
John Howell (Class of 2013) 
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012 
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob HummeU (Class of 2006) 
Karrie Hutchins (Class of2014) 
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2007) 
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014) 
Alan Jack (Class of 2014) 
Leon Jenkins (Class of2019 
Bob Jeter (Class of2011) 
Tony Jeter (Class of2021) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Daryl 'Boogie' Johnson (2021) 
Rod Johnson (Class of 2015) 
Chris Jones (Class of2017) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of2010) 
Arthur 'Butch' Joseph (Class of2017) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012) 
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015) 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral (2021) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
George Kellas (Class of201S) 
Jim Kerr (Class of2014) 
Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012) 
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008) 



OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

John Kirker (Class of2011) 
Steve Kish Jr. (Oass of2018) 
Bob Koch (Class of 2018) 
George Kovalick (Class of2004) 
Mike Kovalick (Oass of 2008) 
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Oass of 2008) 
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007) 
Penn Kurtz (Class of 2023) 
Lance LaFollette (Oass of 2023) 
Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Class of 201S) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of2009) 
Terry Leggett (Class of2017) 
Ron Lee (Class of2018) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Dave Linn (Class of2016) 
Larry Mannie (Class of 2013) 
Denny Magruder (Oass of 201S) 
Scot Maffe (Class of2017) 
Joe Maroon (Class of2012) 
Edgar Martin (Class of2011) 
Gary 'Tony' Marvin (2022) 
Teddi Jo Maslowski (Class of 2022) 
Ron Mauck (Oass of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Jim McConnick (Class of2011) 
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013) 
Tim McCrate (Class of2023) 
Curtis McGee (Class 2022) 
Eric McGee (Class of2018) 
Don 'Kip' McLane (2021) 

Mike McLeod (Class of2015) 
Lance Mehl (Class of200S) 
Craig Miller (Class of2011) 
Dick Miller (Class of 200S) 
Pat Miller (Class of2011) 
Dr. Vmce Monseau (Class of 2009) 
Bob Montgomery Class of2018) 
Harry "Moo" Moore (Class of 2013) 
James 'Junior' Moore (Class of2014) 
Stephanie Morgan (Class of2022) 

Jimmy Mountain (Class of2016) 
Tim MoxJey (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of200S) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
Rob Munn (Class of2016) 
A. WIison Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Linda Myers (Oass of 201S) 
Jerry Narcisi (Class of2021) 
Rick Nau (Class of 201S) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
John Nese (Class of2016) 
Joe Niekro (Class of2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013) 
Max Nogay (Class of 2023) 
Scott Nolte (Class of2021) 

Don Osby (Class of2018) 
Mike Palmer (Class of2021) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of2009) 
Ed Pastilong (Oass of201S) 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Patterson (Class of2019) 
Natalie Perzanowski (Class of2021) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of2011) 
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013) 
Bob Plotz (Class of2018) 
Cal Pokas (Class of2004) 
Jim Potts (Class of2014) 
Richard L 'Dick'Potts (Oass of2004) 
Duane Powell (Class of 201S) 
Matt Powell (Class of 2016) 
Peri Powell (Class of2013) 
Jack Prettyman (Class of2014) 
Robert Pritchard (Class of2018) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie (Class of2004) 
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of 2013) 
Fred Ray (Class of 2023) 
Dick Reasbeck (Class of 2023) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Gary Repella (Oass of2017) 
Liz Repella (Class of2019) 
Paul Rickards (Class of2014) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008 
Kelly Rine (Class of 2023) 
Bob Robinson (Class of 2023) 
Bob Roe (Class of 2014) 
Blaine Rose (Class of 2013) 
Kyle Rose (Class of2010) 
April Rotilio (Class of2017) 
Al Salvadori (Class of2023) 
Geno Sessi (Class of2018) 
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 200S) 
Kelly Shields (Class of2018) 
Ron Sismondo (Class of2019) 
John Simonson (Class of2018) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Mike Smith (Class of2014) 
Jeff Snedegar (Oass of 2006) 
Mike Snively (Class of2017) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
Courtney Snyder (Class of 2022) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Roger Sowers (Class of 2017) 
Tim Spencer (Class of2004) 
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012) 
Chris Starr (Class of 2012) 
Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 2013) 
Dan Stephens (Class of2014) 

John Stephenson (Class of2010) 
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008) 
Ross Stoltz (Oass of2017) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Shawn Straughn (Class of2023) 
Seth Staskey (Class of 2022) 
Ron Stephens (Class of2018) 
Richard Summers (Class of 2022) 
Don Sutherin (Class of2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Doug Swearingen (Class of2012) 
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Kelly Swierkos (Class of201S) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Ted Talkington (Class of 201S) 
Ben Taylor (Class of2013) 
Jamie Taylor (Class of201S) 
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Jim Thomas (Class of 20013) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 
Richard 'Dick'Thumes (Oass of2011) 
Mike Tomasovich (class of2023) 
Ted Tomasovich (Class of2023) 
Dick Tomlinson (Class of2017) 
Bill Tucker (Oass of 2018) 
Janis Trupovnieks (Class of201S) 
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Home (Class of 2004) 
Dr. Dianna Vargo (2022) 
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013) 
Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016) 
Sharon Vmcent (Class of2011) 
Shawn Vmcent (Class of 2012) 
Keith Vrotsos (Class of 2018) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 200S) 
Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Class of2010) 
Josh Watson (Class of2021) 
Alex Welker (Class of2012) 
Dr. William 'Bill'Welker(2021) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Tom West (Class of2016) 
Ben Wiley (Class of 2016) 
Rich Wilinski (Class of2021) 
Denver Williams (Class of 2012) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Class of 2004) 
Harry WIison (Class of 2006) 
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011) 
Otis Wmston (Oass of 2009) 
Jim Wood (Class of2016) 
Jeff Woofter (Class of2022) 
Jim Woofter (Class of 2016) 
Ron White (Class of 2018) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008) 
Don Zinni (Class of2013) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovalick covAc 'Family') 

G""I• £. Ko..Jklr. (Brid«Cl)OII High School), t«OgniZ>:d as the "fatllcr'' of high 
school ~stling in the Oh10 'lallcy. Kovalick rx:evtousll( has been honored with mem-

~al'f.';P ii!:1:.J~b ~~~{rng ~ ~1e%S1a1e Uci~W.'s~~~ 
S""e College: Ohio Athletic Di=tors ~ Ohio Wrcstlin~I of Fame. 

Kovalick was 5Cic.:tcd as tlie r>tSt r<eipicnt (1976)of the pn,stigioo>OVAC Wrcstling 
Contmin .. s pn:stif.ous "Mr. Mai Award," an honor given annually to an individual for 

out<~ic\ "3~=:-~~ ~~I. baseball and wrestlin al bolh the 
intercollegial< and inrerscholaslic levels during an enoomously-success\:1 28-year 
coaching career. 

Amoog the athlet,. he tutored in high school or college were all-time Ohio Valley gn,ais John Havlicek, 
Phil and Joe Nickro, and Bobby Douglas. In baseball, Kovalick coached the Hill~ to the 1964 NAIA 

~.:i• .. ·~~':fEc~::i:~::::...~bl~ ~~t =~ :r~~~i· 
Kov:f.'ct no1 only w.u one of lhc (oundets of lht OVAC Wrestling Tournament, but tris Bridgeporl 

gnpplers won the lint seven conference championships In 1959, Kovalick'• B•lldogs made hi,tory by 
beciimmg the fim school outside the Oeveland area since 1942 to win an Ohio swe wrtStllng tide since l 94l 
10 win an Ohio state wrestling title since He coached si~ individual stale champions. 

Kovalickis other OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsville. Bellm and W.ir lugh schools. His 1973 
Weir High food>all team was a Stale IIIMcr•:t; losmg to East Bank on the Class AAA stale rmal. He mired 

rn,He ~h8M: ·r.:.~.tto:'.=1.: m~y ~~d ::!"="~ the~":.:!~: :.:11 ~r.!;.hip 
event 

A.long with his greai coaching knowledge. Ko'\lalick was also recognized as a marvelous competitor. 
meticulous organizer and a man with an enonnous capacil)' for wed. 

Cal Pokas (Media) 

Cal Pow (Bellain, H,,h School) was anothc< giant in the sports writing l""rcssion who 
cut his eye teeth under BID V.an Home and devefopcd i11to one of chc area s tnK ncwspa• 
per gn:atS in his own right. 

Polw. who died in 2000, was employed for40t6cears Ill~ Tun,, ltader. including 

~='.~~dv~lfir~~:: :C. ~~,:d:; ft".,~~= 
ti1s min:ment, Cal continued to contribute to his newspapef•s s~ pages wilh his week• 
~Eye on the Buclcs" column about Ohio Swe football Pow also pe,so,,ally saw to it 
~,:f4.e~ s~ ~C:~:h= such u cross~tty. track and volleyball. 

Pokas was deeply in~ 1n the OVA~ugho•t his career and he devoted much 
of his spare lime to serving on commiuees for the Rudy Mumley Charity l'oocball All.Star Classic, along wilh 
compiling standings for the football and ba.<ketball champoonsh,p rac<s Ke also sc:rvc:d on a media n,lallons com
mitt.ot for the bi•stalA:: leap 

Polw had 1 ,em, as prosiclent of the Ohio Ptep S~ WnrersAssociilt!On,and was conuruss,oncr of theotuo 
Valley Baseball League for 23 years His in,,,.,ts ,n the «immunity went ~ the world of :C as l'l>lw 

~ia°J'oo".' ~ ~ :: ~.::.~t[~~~~!ron f.,; 32~ ':,~~~-lerosis 

ln~~~~~:n:OA~~:'°~h:m~~~i~,i;¢~":!, !~~::'he":! 

g,'Fat' ~~f~~ s~c~ ~:t&':/~~:':t'theandtJl¼1d and&":. ~~~j 
or Fame, He also n,cc,ved serv,ce awards from the Ohio Valley Golf Coa<hes ~ ... the OVAC, Oluo 
Valley Football Coaches Assorutioo. Ohio Baseball Hall of F!nt< and he was ~ IO be prcscnred the fint 
Spor1Smanslup Ethics and lnregrity Award for the Eastom Distnct from the OHSAA. Pokas was a "Mr Mal" 
award - Ill the OVAC Wrestlmg Toumament, aloag with being selCCl<d rot Bellair. High School"s Wall 
of Flt.l'lt He was named as the Honc:nry Rcfctt:c Cot the \Vhecbng Park Track aas11c became: of (()ntributions 
IO Ohio Valley yooth 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

~.{rf. ~~=•=~or iii: t6ecogty ai:: ~'tin'~--:1: vf"'.,f. ~~ 
Wri1ersAssoc11J1on, Uppe,Ohio ValleyDappe, Dan Club and 1!S;n earm1ffin,versity's 
Halls of Fame, 

Foti .. a native of Jamewwn. N.Y .. came 10 che area m 1942 after bav,ng coached at 
Eric (Pa.) Ptep. He coached basketball al Warwood. Wheeling Central Catholic and 
Bellaire. Overall, Foti po5led 466 vars/lr. basketball victories. all but 26 corning at 

~,:i~:~r.:: ~mi~~ J.rs:C'ti~"; :j'~~:i~ifin•tonal ~ha°i::i 
«>Kh and the Ja.t - before the Ohio County consohdatoon, ro:.s Vikings 
advanced to tM st.ate town&mcnt semifinals before being eliminated The 1975 team played in the sr.att: 
ehamalonsh~ f:ame. He had five wva. catholic titlc•wll\nirtg teams at Wbccling Centraf JIM guided his 

squln l~f I'~ ~~j"",.J;.ln,.'!:°.,d~~~;.hich lost by a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic 
championships held Ill Newpo,t. RJ. 

w~i~c~~~ =" ~~c:th~~i!'n:::'r.:5~1~::e:i~I~~~: ~w=o:.~ 
1943 Whcehng Centnll f001ball team went 9-r and gained a S1oel Bowl bcnh, where it lost a 20-19 thrill..- IO 
Rochester, Pl .. a1 S<eubenville. ~~~t'° coached sem1-prof ... ional basltetba11 for two years as he di=red the Wheeling Puritans in 1947 

Fo<1 coached several outstanding a!hleres dunng lus d!stingu1slted career Amoog the Centnll standouts 
wen, James "Dubie" Dailcr and Bd!J Gompers, both of whom went on to play at No~ Dame; Jack 
McConville. Alabama, Pere Schuetz, uuquesne. and Paul Schuetz. Northwestern. At Warwood he had a role 

:.t~:i,•i=~t,~;:::;~~: ,w ... ~ ~~s,~i!:r~di= ~J (WVU). and 

Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Family'> 
S-UUIA. Mwnky (Benwood Union High School) sc,,,cd two terms - covenng a 

total or 32 y..,. - .. e•cc;ulive s«r<taty of the Otuo Valley Athletic Confer=, 
During the se<:ond tmn which lasted until h,s death 1n 1999, Mwnley helped~ 
the bi-stare league l'rom the brink of bankruptcy to itscum,nt standing asoneofthc great 
high school c:onfer=ecs in the enbn, country 

Some of the many highliJhts from tu, mwanblup mcluded. Helping to eslablish the 
OVAC Foundation as a ma)Or fund-r11Song arm for !he confcmice: Securing NCAA 
certificalion for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Chanty All.Siar Football Ousic: Amacting 
majo, financial spon,ors to suppo11 all of the OVAC prog,-&IN, onc:luding the Banquotof 
Champions, an awanb diMcr that honors more than 1.000 llhlct,s each spring and 
provides IOOfCthan $20.000 annually in scholar>hips: Esablislung lhe all-sw basketball game which was wer 
n:narncd as the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All.Star Basketball Oassic, 

Mumley's "'-'pons< to a call of duty went beyond theOVAC as hewasoncof the fOWldcrsofthc Wheeling 
Super Six Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia sure championship football games II Wheeling 
Island SOldium since 1994. He also helped secu,c the West V,rg,nia stare sooccr ch1ntp,onsl\ips for the city 
Five years after his death, the fnlition or anotbet one or hos dreams oo:urm! when an arofic1al g,us playmg 
surface was installed a1 Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Altho•gh awards wen, never important to Mumley, he was the n,c1p,ent or numerous honors The map 
awards proserucd to him included, The National Federation of Official> Outstanding Semoe Award, Dapper 
Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year, and OuUWxbng West VUJiman. 

He was• basketball official for 23 yean. an assistant coach. athletic trainer and a!hlctic director at several 
an,a schools, including Camenm, The Lmsly School and St. Clai1>V11le. He was also a trainer at his college 
alma maier, the Univc1>ity or Maryland, along with the Washinflon Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles. 
Muml<y- on the •tare of OluoBoard of Equity, was a member of the St. ClamV11le Board of&l..-n 
and a special liaison for the Mental Rotardation Boan! and School or Hope. 

Bill Van Horne (Medial 

Bill v ... Hom• (Martins Feny High School). was the dean or Oluo Vall<}' ,ports
Mirers during a legenda,y newspaper career tha1 spanned 53 years 

Van Home was sports editor of ~ T,m,s uoder for 25 ~ and the Whuluog 
N~s•R.cgister fot 28 ~. during which time he was n:copuzed by hi5, peers 11$ the 
mast informational and influential wnter in Otuo Valley history. 

His wort with the OVAC over the years was esoccially instrumental on the success 
of the wresding, tn1ek and field and cross-couno-y, Iran Horne was the second n:c,drient 
~,;:;~~~-~~~- Award in 1977 and he also n,ccivcd the Calvin iffin 

His colwnns, "Van Home on Sports," were rnas1<fpioce chronicles of the hves or 
ochers. A giant in his field and a role model for aspmng wnrers, Van Home wu admired 
and n,spccted for his integrity. dcdicalion. fairness, knowledge and compassion, 

Van Horne's ~ and suppon fo, events like the Wheeling Distance Race (now The Ogden 
Newspaper, 20K Oassic), the Wesi Virginia Tennis Open and the (now defunct) Wheeling LPGA aassic 
helped_ those events reach prominence on our area. His backing also was a factor in the popufarity enjo)'ed b'j
the Wheeling lronmcn, Wheeling Blues and Wheel,., Thunde1tmds (now 11,t Whoehng Nall.,.), 
profc:ssiolw football, basketball and hockey teams. 

Numerous awards and hono1> wen, bestowed o,, Van Home. The Ul'P"' Ohio Valley Daooer Dan O•b 
named him Man of the Yeann 1993. he was seic.:tcd as the West Vuginia Sportswriter or the Year thlCC times: 

=;~~<::~-=':to ':::'i,~ Jof::lributions ~:::,-;r,.""=~~.~ r::~ 
Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame:: Ohio Baseb= of Fame, Minor League~ Football Hall or 
Fame: and the Whcelini-Oglebay Tem1s Club Hall or Fame He served as president of the West Vupnia 
Sporu Wrirers Association and was a member of the Footbe.11 Wri1cr> or Amenca. Bill was the first sporu. 
wriier from Wcsc V•ginia to be elccced to the Football Wntets Board of Di~. He also .sctvcd as stale 
chainnan for the Heisman Trophy selection commiace. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coaches) 

Riclranl L. "Dil:k'' l'Ot1$ finbhcd his, <:arec:r u the Ohio Valley's &ll•time winningest 
baske,ball coach with 539 ,...,... victories. 

Inducted into the Ohio High School Hall of Fame ,n 1983 by the Oluo High School 
Basketball Coaches Association, Pous coached a toUl or 40 seasons, all of which when, 
spent 1n Monroe Cow>ty, He began m 1951 111 Belhel High School His 1957 
Blackhawlcs came out or the Monroc: County hills at tournament lime and advanced all 
the way ., the Ohio Class A swe rw.1s where they lost by a single point. At the limo 
the school had just 13 boys in grades rune through 12 ond all but one or the male stu• 
den1S was on the basketball <earn. 

Ill seven years at Bethel, tu, <euns won more than 20 games five nme,. including the 27-2 miracle ream 
that played in the stare tournament. 

When the school was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after the '58 campaign. Potts was named coach 
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving on to River High in 1963 He remained at the 
Pilots'helm through the 1991-. 

The former Hannibal High School athlete was named m J9SI as the recipient of the pn:sbgious Ohio Paul 
Walker Award. given in memory of Jeny Lucas" high school coach al Middletown. Ohio. Walker was the 
Buckeye Swe's all-time winningnt coach. 

The navy veteran, PDlts was the first OVAC coach to read, the 500-win plal..., in ba>ketball,rcuhing thol 
goal with a win over Monroe County rival Woodsfield in 1983, 

Cons1descd a master ,,,...gist and reacher of the game. Potts may have been a1 h!S best dunng critical 
siNations in post-season play His learns won .seven overume tournament games, includmg a nine-OT wm 
achieved by River against M0tgan in Class AA sectional play 

Evan Reese (Officials) 

Ewtn R,.u (Follansbee High School) served as an ~ high school and college 
arbt<er for more than SO years, He also officiared football in the Canadian League, the 
United Football League and me West Virginia lnleroolleg1aie Athletic Confettnce. 

Reese was OVAC Comnuuioner for both football and basketball official> and he 
was presulc-nt of the West Virginia ln1ercollcgiace AlhlettC Conference (WV[AC) 
officials in both spons. He worted numerous swe and confetence toumamen1 cham
pionship events throughout his long and storied career. 

Reese also was a member of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities 
Commission Advisory Board and he was sccreta,y of the Eastern District Board of 
Football and Basketball OffidaJs, FOi' mu.y years. he was on the bask,ctba11 n.ilcs committee in I.he Eastc-m 
Distrn:t. 

Today·s Ohiio Valley officials ~member Evan as someone who had a tremendous innuence on up-and 
com mg referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray (Official) 

A. Willon M"""' (Wheeling High &hool) offici&l<d high school basketball, foot
ball, baseball and track for 30 yean, lrom 1946 through 197S. He actually began his 
officiating c....,,. in 1942, the year after he p,,du>1od from Wheeling High School, 
Murray enlffl:d the service in 1942 and did 1101 rctum home until the after World War 
D had ended. 

He worted numerous sectional, disuict, rcgional and ruws in Ohio, West Vifginia 
and Pennsylvania. He also olf,ciated basketball for I 2 years in the Mid-American 
Conference and the Wesc Vlfglnia !ntefflllleg,ace Athleoc Conference. Murray was a 
ref.,.. in the old United Foolball League m the days of the Wheelmg Jronmen 
profess,onal football turn. 

He served on the OVAC Excaitivc Board and served for 10 years as the commissioner of the bi-state 
le,,gue's boslz!NII olf,c1als, He Ille< was appomted the OVAC's oommJss,oncr of foocboll officials, a post 
he held from 1977 unbl rcbnng in 198S. In 1977, he was ele<ted crusu,,c,ofthe Ohio High School Athletic 
AssoclAllon ·s Contm.1ss10nen. 

Murray ofUciaced six West Virginia swe 1ounwnents and cwo WVIAC 1oumaments 11,e former City or 
Wheeling Treasurer was a w....year football and bask<tball letterman • Wheeling H,gh School, He played 
on the Wildcats' 1940 ,taiecharnpionship baske!ball ceam. 

Among the 1wards he was p,oscnted were: Ohlo High School Athledc Assoclldon's Mcritonow Award 
(1970): a West VU"glnia Seconduy School's Activities Commisst0n Award for his oontributions IO official• 
ing in the Mountain Stale; Honorary Ltfe Membership in the Oluo Valley Board of Approved Basketball 
Officials ( 19811: OVAC Exemplary Service Award (1981). and an Upper Oh,o Valley Dapper Dan □ub 
Achievement Award (1982). In 1989, he: was selected a., the fi"t recipient of the Bobby Oawson Ba,ltetball 
Officials' Award presented a, the Samuel A Mumlcy OVAC Chancy Basketball Oa,sic, 

John Havlicek (Athlete. 19505} 

Joltn Havllttk (Bndgepon High &hool, □...or 19S8) was a ~•pert high school 
honoree for the Bulldogs who lacer become one of Ohio State'• ba,lce1ball greats and 
wo.s selected one or the SO greatest NBA players, 

In high school, the 6-5, lJlO.&:ndcr wa., a IWt>-Ume All-OVAC Class AA ba,ke1ball 

pei.~1~~~~p~th~.:~~l;i=~<i,.1;"li~'?9~~
9
~ 

a~ed more than 30 potnts pet game the last 1WO seasons, H• led the OVAC in 
scoring as a junior will) a 31.9-point norm, including a school reoonl 53 ma 103-101 
overume wm over Cadiz 

He oloyed tn the Ohio North-South All-Stu game with Jerry UICI$. The: two later led 
Ohio Stale IO th,.,. $112ight NCAA eharnpionsliig~• includinfi,T cidc their sophomore sea,on of I 960. 

al~•,~,:~ r:-~ .. ~~~'wi'ater :.~~t:.-ror~':i::"' and balled over .400. He 
In football. the All-OVA~ q-k wa, recruited by seve,al colleges including Ohio Statc and West 

Virginia 
AI Oh10 Statc, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his !hr... varsity basketball seasons and he IWi« earned All• 

81
~J:17~~~ ~:.:"'<haft choice of the NBA Booton Celtics and was also sel«ted by the NF1. Cleveland 

Bn:,wnsevc:n though he never played 1n college, He pla~a fewcxhib1don ~ as a wide receiver with the 
Browns before reporting to the Celtics, whc:n, he woold become team cape,in and hive his No. 17 jer>ey 
retin:d, 

Nicknamed "Hondo", Havlicek retited in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including eight Celtic championships. 
A 13-time AII-Sw, he is the Celtics' all-time leading soarer (26,395 points) and wa., the f,nt NBA player to 
score l 000 points in 16 i:onsecutive seasons and, wltcn he retired, travlicd< had played more n:gulv scasoo 

'ii:J:" i:i~~'/,.';\":i~ ~ =.:JW:-&h°s~~!M· .. f .:l: .~n,::i;:{g~tJ>:C,""&~ v~!f Dapper 
Dan and Ohio State Halls of Fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete. 19605) 

..!~!:~1;!.!:~toH~ ~"<,lvK1c~~.;:.\>c;::.~~ ~~ 
f,m black llhle!e u, win an Otuo stale mil crown (1959) when he emerged as the 112-
pound btlist. He then (mishcd third m the 1960 stalO tou=ment and won the 127-pound 
Cl'OW1'l as a scruor 

ni.:"'b!)1.;?.vf~~l~•~a;i. '!'°::"i:;iSr• M Clpl&ln .. • 140-pound run-
~. wrestled two Y<atS a, West Llberl)I Statc College, winning an NAIA championship 

and &1"'ing seoond ,n the NCAA He then tnnsrema to Oklahomo s ..... where he won 

~ thet~:ff .. C:-c!i,c:.: ~~~~ Jr:'a1~';' ..\f the~ ":'c:Z.th::~: 
Also as a !X)lnpelitor, he woo ffve nanonal clwnDionships and a pair of U .S OlJ!neic Tnab titles. He had a 

rounh,plKC fOllherwetr. fuush II the 1964 TokyoOI cs andhc:~ the U.S. ,-Yle team II the 1968 

r::' ~~r1li!: 17~ 95
113}.~.;~ ~~ t-lwn~~ ':.a,~ - Douglas compiled 

Still ""'°gnized as one of 111c nation's outs wrestlin11 COll<his, Douglas has been II the lowo State 
Unive..il)' helm for 14 )'e>(S and became j,JS! the oul1h Division I menu,r 110 l'OICh the 400,victor)I pla,eau in 
Januaiyor2003.Heeoachedthe Cvclon,su, I0top-1011 the Dibona! finals. Healsoltad runner-up teams m 1996, 
:11JOO and 2002. In 2000, he: WIS selected che Nllional W=lmg Coach or they _ _ Ho has pn,dtioed ... national 
chamr.ons, 17 conference titlist, and 25 All-Americans II Iowa Stale. &fore taking over the Cyclon<s' program, °ce."' built ad~ at AriZ011SState. From 1975•92, he guuled ASU IIO nineconfercncetitfe and rune top-10 

~ ~~ indi~~fi.th~.•}/:.C:1 J.:::a1 ~l~~. with the Sun O.vtls, he 
He was head coach of the 1992 U.S Olympu: freeslyle tum tltat com~ted m Barllelona, ~ -All 10 of his ~';' .s..,~

1 
amonJ.dle top 10 in theif respecuve ""1gl,1 classes Douglas has boen on the .S, ooaclung staff 

Douglas wa., ~"'"'the National Wl'O$lling Hall or Fame, the NAIA Wrestl,ng Hall or Fam<, the Ohio 
Hall ofFame and the Arizona State Hall of Fame. 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Athlete - 19605) 
Ron "Fril:'Willianu (Weir Hi_gh, Class of 1964) was a !our-~. three-spon sw.d

oot ror the Red Ruler<. He led We,r io th,.,. scraighc state Oass AM title ;tiatne• includ-

~~Y:,~~l,;?Mf W,. : · rwo...i~w:'.'c .. ~~1~.!,s~te i~t."c1~~ 
basketball playerwa, also anAll-OVAcandAll-West Virginia footba:f end ,n 1963and 
the OVAC anil West Vuginia Region I sprint champion tn the 100, l20 and 440-yard 
events in 1964, 

The 6-3, 185-pound Williams wa, lhe firstAfncan-American to be named first team 

:;_wJf.',~"l'J::::~i~~i~~::.i 'rlf:.;:..~~ ~:~':'li~~ '~h~! 
,.,Old -and averaged 30,9 as a senior and 30.1 .., a jonior. He scored a school- reoord 
55 w,ints against East Liverpool . He ...., named All-Amenca by Parade and Sc~o/ass,c C°""~ magazine• 
Sclw~~=h• fif."~:~,":', ~i~.Cla.ss AAA mtc championship ro01ball turn and was all-state and 

He pbyal on two OVAC C1a.ss 3-A titl< buketball teams 11962 and '64) and the 1962 OVACtrack cham• 
pionship squad. The first African-American rccru1ted u, play basketball II West Virgin,a Un,versity, he still 
holds season and C&rftr assist records while averagincJn 20.1 ~nts for his career -sixth best Ul hist~ and 

~~~~)'.th_: ~3:b~~:ra'rn~d ~~~tsan°::si::'than Wil~~~g,r:i~ ALlSo"JU::t:n1~~ h:!: 
ora: and a second tum AU,Americ&n. 

The two-bme team captain is• member of the All-lime WVU team t 196&-75 <ra) and has be<n indllCted 
into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame: as well as the West VUJmia Sports 'Hall' and the Upp,r Ohio Vall•y 
D.spper Dan 'Hall'. He was tht: ninth overall NBAdraft_pick 1n 1968 by the San Francisco Wanion and was 
a!so dnofted in the ABA fifth round by the N<W Orleans Buccaneer,. Des]>i_tc not r,'•1mg collog< football, he 
is one of only two OVAC products u, be dnoftcd both bv the NBA and NFL (Dal as Cowboys, 14th round). 

Williams pla~ eight NBA seasons -five with the W~OTS. two with the Milwaukee Bucks and one with 
the Los "i1£les l.&kers. He scored 4,797 career points and lwl l .818 career assists. He died, II age 59, on 
~PJU~s Boul:!-:t~, home in California. The road near hLs Weirton childhood hornc named "Ron (Fritz) 

Ken Alessi (Athlete - 1940s) 
IC,n Al,s,i (Yoit.ville High School) WIS a 5-7, 155-pound basketball guard from 

1947-49. He still holds 1WO all-time OVAC scoring reoords-1,142 points in 32 gam,s 
as a senior and• career per-game point avenge of 11.0 fDf' 66 games. 

He was the Cint OVAC player to soon, 2000 ~ points (2,047) all,r averaging 1 
then-reoord 35 .7 points a game and setting a marlt of 70 pomts, including 31 goals, 
against Shtldyoide .. a 1948-49 senior. Thal effort prompted the ltltional exposure in 
"R;pley's B<lieve-lt-Or-Not." 

He also scored 65 points vo. Adena and 5S points vs. Dillonvale m blck-t<>-back 
games. In one game.he conYffl<d 16strllghl f'ree throwsAs aiun1or. Aless1 scored 845 
po,nts in 30 games 

A two-time All-OVAC Oa,s A and All-Ohio Oass B honoree, he was the leMing VOit-getter in '49 when 
he: was selected Ohio's □ass B Player or the Yeor. 

A th,.,.,spon ptq> standout, he was an AJl.ea..m, Ohio fO<Xball player as a two-way back and kicker, and 
he was a shortstop-pitcher in baseball 

R~iced by w .. t Vi11ini1 Umvenicy, he pl1yed thn,e seasons ( 1950-52) and wa, the starang point guard 
two years. He led the team in assists a, a sophomore while playing with 6-9 All,Amcnca Matte Workman. 

In 1951 ,he scored 23 points ,n a home win over Walce Forest and tallied 18 tn a 77-73 loss al Duke, wluch 
fcaJUred All•America guard Dick Groll, a future Pinsbwgh Piratt infielder 

Alessi se,ved as head basketball ooach the final 12 seasons (1961 n ) for alma mater Yorkville Htgh before 
consolidalion. His best ceam went 18-3 m 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC C1a.ss A crown The '70 
ceam fCIIUl'Cd Chuck Saus, who wowd StBJIOS$ Alessi's """"'r point tolall . 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 19505) 
BiII M-rosla (Wan= Consolidated High School , □ass of 1954) is best known 

for his baseball feats, but the S-11 ba,JcetbaJI ocnter also led the OVAC in ,coring with 
a 27 .6per game avenrige as a senior and was a two-time AII-OVAC roundball sclecdon 
and three-year basketball swter. He earned second team All-Oliio Class A recognition 
u a sen1or_ 

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Mazeroski led Wam:n 
Consolidated to the 1953 Ohio □ass A {lalJ<St class) baseball fmals before ft:ling, 
2-1 u, Cincinnati l'lu<cll Mazeroski pitched a four-hiaer in a losing cause. 

The: alhle!C, known as ''Callish" as I youlh and ••Mu" during his pro playing days, 
led Wanen Consolida!,d to four straighl OVAC Ohic,.side baseball ti~es. The: team was 
coached by Al Burazio. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Piratts out of high school and summer, sandlot baseball, the Rwh Run native 
wa.s in the mojor leagues in 1956 and beQme a IO-time All-Scar second baseman from 1956-72 wilh the 
Na11ooal League ceam. He won e,ght of the f,nt 10 s.econd base Gold Glove r.ekling awards 

He played in 2,163 games and collce1ed l.016 hits but his best known reai is hiaing game seven 1960 
Wortd Series winning home run v°"us the New York Yankees. H• sttll holds some mojor league fielding 
rec<mls for doobl< plays and assists. The Pirale.s retired h,s Jmey No. 9 . 

Mw,roski was inducted inio the Ba,eball Hall or Fome in 2001 and also is enshrined'" the Upper Ohio 
Valley D:,pper Dan Hall, the Ohio Ba.,eball Hall and the Pennsylvania Sports Hall. 

B11<key, Local High &hool, a consolid,alion which includes Mazeroski's alma maier, named its htgh 
school field m lus h<U'K:,r- and a section or Roote 7 nearh1s Rush Run duldhood home north ofliltonsvtl5c is 
known ., "Bill Mazeroski Highway• 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete· 1960s) 

.t/lan Hom,ak (Sc. John Centnl Hit School, Class of 1969) ...., best known os • 

=.:~it:=~;;rr...; :i,'r°...1:~~~~i•r~1
~ 

pitcher in baseball. 
A 6-1, 185-~ long-nmge shooting guard in the era prior IO the thn,c.pointer, 

Hornyak led the OVAC and the sui, of Ohio i,, sooring his last two seasons with an all
time OVACrcoord 42.7 •vt:!I&< as aj,,nior plus, 41,9S senior norm. 

"""~ f."':.· :u~:.1~1:m:t~ =·i~t~~!f~~ an;.!r.2:~2ll,~ 
296 ftcc thro .... 

The IWo-bme AII-OVAC and All-Ohio cager SCI the OVAC rcoord of 86 poinu, includ
ing 40 goals.in a 1969 win overliltonsville and he scored 61 points the oeu nigh! against rival &Ilaire. 
~• scor<d at l..,, SO points ma game 14 times and ended his SO.game uroerwilha then OVAC record 2.3&5 

points. The lruh won back-11).back OVAC Ow M baskecball titles including a 20-2 ovCBII record in 1969. 
H4 scorin~ ,!Tons resolted m articles in ~n moga,jne, the N,w Yo,k r.,,,, ond Spans lllusrrar,d 'Fac:es 

in the Crowd. Hornvak earned Scholastic Coach All-America honors and his No. 20 home basketball jersey 
was retired by the sc'1ool. 

In football, St John's also won an OVAC crown with a 9-1 record in 1968, with Hornyak as anAll-OVAC 
quuterbock_ He passed for 14 toochdowru that season. 

Rtcruited for basketball bf numerous colleges, he ooted for The Ohio State University where he led the 
Bockcycs in soorin& thre< straight yem and earned All-Big Ten Conference honor> each ya, andAII-Amerie1 

'7./!'/;~J :':'~hool's fourth all-time career scam wilh 1.572 points m 69 games and is a member of 

TheH~~J~i':/..~.r.:!:~.~e=i61h overall, of the NBA's Cleveland C.valicrs. He was also 
drafted by the ABA Indiana Pacers m the fifth round, but didn't i:ompetc in the pro ranks. 

Doug Donley (Athlete • 1970s) 

Dout Do,rl,J (Cambridge High School, CJa,s or 1977) was a three-SJ>Ort sc.ndoot, 
ucellu,g in fOOlball, tracl< and boskecball ond earning the niclcnarne "White Ligl,tning" 
for his blazinJ •peed. 

On the P.'diron, Donley wa., a three-year leucrman at running back for the Bobcats, 
fmishmg with a career totol or 2,Sn n,shing yards. He also had 226 rards receiving and 
1.028 yards in kick n:tums for a career all-purpose yonl>ge total o 3,1126 yards "' go 
with 31 TDs. 

Donley'• foocball accolatles included fim team All-Ohio Class AAA (1976) by both 
Tl,, lwociat<d Prm and Uoikd Pres, lnt,r,o,tti<Jnol: Ea,i,:m Oistrie1 Class AM 
"Player of the Year'' (1976), and first two AII-OVAC □ass 4-A ( 1976). 

In track, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A c:lwnpionship in the long jump a, aj,,nior (1976) with a lCII) 
or 21 ft. 2.S in and wa, a doublc•wiMer at the conference meet as a seruor (1977) • winning the long jump 
(21 • I0.7S and the 220-yanl dash (22.4 seconds), helping the Bobcats 10 the OVAC team title. 

He urned AII-Easlcrn Distrie1 in the 100.yard dash and was nocogniud as a high school All-American m 
track 

Also• swxloot m boskelball, Donley was hampeTed by a shoo Ider injury b•t still man:iged 10 score 10 poinis 
per oonte.st Ind hid a school- reoonl 17-assist ga,ne. 

Widely remnted fo< rootball, Donley ;mended The Ohio Stac. Ultiversicy and earned f,m team All-Big Ten 
and hononble mentioo All-America accolades a, wide receiver ( 1980). He nob amo,,g the BuclteyC$' all-time 
leading receivers io several cai,:gories, including career yards per catch (ll 2, second); yardage (l,2.52, foullh) : 
touchdowns (16, r.rth); and ,-plions (106, tied for ninth). He led the team in receptions from 1978-80. 

Donley wa, a second roWld draft choice or the D.Jlas Cowboys in 1981, playing four Y"""' in the NR.. He 
caught 55 passes ror 898 yards and four TDs. 

Inducted into the Cambridge High School Hall or Fame, Donley is president or Advantage GolfTD<Jtnam<Dc 
Services in Addison. Te,r;as. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete. 19705) 

1im S"''"'' (St. Cl11BV1llc: High School, Class or 19791 rww with the putcst 
running backs ever IO gr.a: Ohio Valley lugh school gridirons. Spcncff - who plied hos 
cnde for legendary coach George S~ - l1J5hcd (or some 3,144 yard$ ond SO 1o,ich
downs. He soored 338 points during his Red Devil grid.,_, 

As a senior, the Parotk .-.Cl-American gained I /,70 yards and scorcd 28 IOUChdowns 
while lus junior numbm IOtaled 1.280 rushing yards and 18 IOU<lldowns. Spcri<e<'• IOp 
pre~ game tame as a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored su touchdowno 
aga,nst Morons Fcn-y. All lOld, he scored 40 points U\ 1N11 con ... t. 

He was awarded AII-OVAC and Atl-Oh10 food>all honon following !us junior and 
senior seasons. 

Spenc:<r also played boskctboll and ran nck for lhc Red Devll,, c-1.inJ III Ilic 100- and 200-meten, 
After lus prep days.Spencer matriculllb:d IO Columbus to pby for Coach Emc Bruce"s OluoSwe Buckeyes 
The (>.t, 2 1Cl.poundc, was• throe-ycor starter for the Buc;kcycs He finished tu, caJO<r with 3.SS3 ymd, 

which still ranks tlurd on Ohio Swc·s all-wnc rushing thans. 
Spenc:<r led the B,gTcn III ruslung as a llenlOfWith tJ71 yan!s, eighth beSI U\ the nation He was acccrdcd 

All-Big Ten honors twice and was a so;ond-team UP[ All-American selectioo as a senior. 
He served as lhe Buclccycs· co-captain u a .seniOI" and was va.ed the 1eam MVP lhat year. He was also named 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl as he rushed for 167 yards and twoTDs in OSU's 47 17 WIii. 
Spenm- was the second el_aycr seletled in the Um<ed SWes Football League {tJSFLI draft by the Clutago 

Blitz Aller a throe-year USA. .stint, he signed with the 5411 Diego Owgen where he started for four years at 
fullback. 

He pined more than SJ)OO rushing yard$ and scored 4S touchdowns as• proressional. 
Spencer ,cn,cd as Ohio sw.·s running batlcs coach rrom 1994 throagh the 2003 season. He left the 

Buckeyes for an assistant's rote with the Oiicago Burs. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete. 19805) 

Milt• HIIJlnolu (Skyvuc High School, Class of 1985) was Ole ~IOfflt oh winner tn 

;;: ~=-';\ ~~r,:dt:.u. spa,'<cd the tiny ldm Hawks to lhc 

In baikctboll.Skyvuc mlldc the OHSAA state toumamcnt tn Hannaho' ju,uo< and sen
ior seasons, finishing as the Class A runner-up in 19114-8S. He was selected finl team 
All-Ohio as a senicr and second team as a junior and was a two-time tint 1.eam All
Easlffll Distritt,AII-OVAC and AII-Pio.-Volley Confcnmce honoree. He also parti<• 
ipated in the Oluo North-Sooth All-Star dassi< following • ,enior season w!1a< the S. 
10 guard avero,,cd mon: than 22 paints per game. 

In baseball, Ult ronsi-1-hilting and Surt-bandcd shottslop helped lhc Hawk> to the 
Oluo Class A state chompionslup as a scnior(l985) as well as the OVAC and PVC title,. He e:uncd fin< team 
AII-Oluo.AII-Eastem Distritt.All-OVAC ondAII-PVChonors and .,., ,elected for the Ohio Baseball All-Star 
Series. 

He also r<ceived All-Eastern District, AU-OVAC and All-PVC accolodcs following his sophomot< (1983) 
and junior ( 1984) seasons. 

After i;rw:tuation Hannahs pulled off I ran: .. double" when his college team • [ndiana State University • 
advanc:o.I to the NCAA Division I College World Series in 19'6 and !hot same season, he played for the 

~=..i~ tha~!:!,,van .. ~ !. "ri.. "E':~1!-°sf..';!''.t:~r:t=.w~::Y~ f! 
tournament pby. 

.. t~~li:.-r.w.~ri:: ~:-~~:~;!, W~f"'fc= performer (1987-19) and was 
He was a 16th round draft pitk of the Mllwankoc B«wm, playing in their farm ,ysicrn n,,m 1989-93. 

Hannahs is """"'1tly athlcli< direttor and hcod baseball eooth at Lincoln Tr-ail College in Robinson, Illinois. 
He previously coached for seven years at his alma mater • lndiono Swe Uruvm,ity, 

Geno Ford (Athlete. 19905) 

O.no Ford (Cambndgc High School, Class of 19931 achieved the ultimate honor 
or a high school basketball player ,n the swe of Ohto when he was selected "Mr. 
811ke1balr' following his senior .season 

The S-8 sharpshoo1c:rfin1shcd a stellar four-year eatcet w,th the Bobcats as Ohio's 
second all-11me leading scorer with 2.680 pon'lts which also stands as che OVAC's 
all-lime h1gh-w.alcr mark 

Ford's name also appears ,n the OHSAA tetord book ,n the following totegone,: 
288 free throws made ma season 11991-92), fint all-umc; 697 free throws modem 
a tar<er ( 1919-93), first all-lime. and 928 pomts m • season (.1991-921. oevcnth 
all-lime. 

Playing for his father, highly.successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno earned All-Ohio Division 
n fint team accolades following both his Junior and seruor seasons He was also a two-time All-Eastern 
Distrlet Div,sion n •Player or the Year" and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A first tcom pick 

Ford went on to become a four.year letterman .t Ohio Univiim,ity, earning All-Mid American 
Conference second team honors as a junior (1996} Jnd (IJ'$t learn plaudits asa senior<l997). He is the fift.h 
o'.1- lime lc.ading scorer at OU with 1.752 paints. One of the most popular pl•ycrs at OU, Ford helped the 
Bobtats IO one NCAA and one NIT appeorante during his tllrftr. 

Following graduation. be served as a graduotc assistant (1998-99, and ass,.tant toach \ 1999-2001) at 
Ohio University: was head coach for one season at Division II Shawnee State: University (200J.(12), 
leading his team to a 22-10 r«<>rd and earning American Mideast Confcrentc "Cooch of the Year" 
hon<N'$: $Cl"Ved as an assistanl coach at Kent Swe University since lhe 2002-03 seuon. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlete. 19805) 

,1,,.,Gontbl, (John Manhall High School. Class of 1982) ,_, one of the Oluo Valley's 
gi<atest rcrno1c: athlet<S or all time. Gamble .. celled 1n three ,pons - basked>all. UllCk 
and women·s handball. 

She became Mmhall County's lint Olympian when she competed with the U.S 
Women's Handboill Team in the 1988 Games held in Seoul. K .... Earl,.,, the U.S. 
Women wen: crowned as champion, of Ilic Pan American Games. 

Gamble was selccud as the West Vuginla Women·, Baskctboll Player or the Year in 
t 982 after lcoding John Manhall to the state Class AAA champaonslup. She averaged 
23 pouits and I I rebounds on a 22-1 r<a>rd team wluth lvtftg<d its only loss bf defe11-
ing Elkins ,n the stat< final., , Captain of the All-State Team. Gamble was a two-tune Class AAA fim-tum hon
<ITTJC. She was thosen AII-OVAC ond AU-Valley throe str-aight ycors. 

She was the first JMHS giru' basketball performer IO S<OrC more than IJ)OO points and the iniual Monareh 
othlet, to have her JmOY mired. She scored 1.498 tm= points Gamble: was ranlced .. the No. 4 giru' 
baikelball player in the country her senior season when was nmnod to Ilic Para,u, Srr«r & S"lith and US,'. 
Today AU-American reams. 

Recruited by Tcnncssc:c:, she played as a backup on the 1983 Lady \lob' ,quod INII finished a, the NCAA 
wurruiment nmneo-up,losing u, the Cheryl Miller-led Southern Cal powcrltoo,c. She lcf!Tcnncs,ce at the end 
of that season and tnnsfcrrcd u, West Vugu11a UniVCfSlty but pl£yed just one season berore deciding to ay ,,,.,m handball. 

A~r her ._ In the Olympia. Gamble retumed to basked>all and enrolled at the Univcnity of 
Ari1.0N. Despirt having just one season of eltgibility renwrung. Gamble was the ream'• leading scorer and 
she earned Pac,fio•t0Conference player of the wedc laurel.,, 

Her high school nck con,erwas also brilliant.as Gamble set numct1l,l$ mviWtOnal mcetaad OVAC tetords 
in the shot put and the discus. She c""'bhshed all-time OVAC ,tandanls m both events and wu a Wm Vugu11a 
Slllt thAmpion in both CVellts. She was • throe-lime All, Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Alhlete - 19805) 

V'tdi l'uJJk.Stolts (Wellsville High School, Class ot 19117) is believed by many 
Wellsville n:sidenb lo be one of the greatdl: :athletes in the ~hool'.s hislCwy attested to 
by her induaion as a member of Wellsville High School's Athletic of Fome inaugural 
Class of 2004 

During her high school cmcr. Pullie-SIOlces colletlcd 15 firs1-place finishes II the 
annual Cal Giffin OVAC Tnick Clwnpuwlups and she was set-as the ""'4 -rrack 
Athlete or the Year'' three times. She al,o camcd both All-Valley and AII-Easlffll Distn<t 
loureb tour times each. She was a two-time loogjUfflp chompion al the Ohio high scllool 
stale meet and was a runner,up in lhe 200 meters. 

In vollc:yball, she was twioc ,elected as lhc tcom MVP and camcd AII-Al<a (three 
times),AII-Eastcm Distritt (twitc). and All,OVAC (twice). Three tunes shew .. nomcd to the AII-Columbiano 
County tcom. 

In basketball, she led the 1987 Lady Ttger, to the ,we f1110ls Her 27-1 roc:otd Wetlsvdle team ended one 
of the nation's longest baskctball stn:aks at 108 when the Ttgers dereatcd West Holmes in toumament plJly. She 
stored mon: than I .400 points and collettcd more than PP 800 t<bounds while helping the Tigers to a three
year ....,.-.1 or 66-8. Pullie-SIOlcc, was chosen OVAC "Player of the Year" that sea,on and was a two-time 
All-Ohio honoree. She also camcd All-Valley and All-Area t«-Ognition throe times each on the hardwood. 

All told, she woo 11 v11Bity le..,.. and was sclcttcd as the Amcrian Legion 1987 Ohio Swc "Athle1e or 
the Year", She went on to play collegiate -ctball at Ohio State and wu a member of the 1989 Buckeye,' 
,quod INII won lhc Big Ten Coofcrcnu championship. She pined pmooal "°""'" when in 1990 shc was 
selected as Oluo State's best dercnsive player, teom MVP and Big Ten honorable mention. Twice, she wu 
designated as the confmoncc •, player of the wcdc. 

Additionally, Pullie umc:d a gold mcdol with the North Team in the 1989 U.S. Olympic fc,tival, held in 

Norman. Otda. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlete • 19905) 

Suplw,Je l'ttllo (St John Central, Cbss of 1992) t<mains the measuring stitk tor 
remalc baokctball groatncs>"' the OVAC. 

The Fighting lnsh three,sports lumi~ n,,wrote the St. John Central and OVAC 
Sf;Oring boob di.iring her~ on Guernsey Strcct. The S-7 sharpshooter finished 
her four-year career with 2,667 points which is first in conference annals ,nd still 
ranks sixth in the swc of Ohio. 

Petho was accorded finMeam AII-OVAC all four yca,s The Bellaire native 
earned AII-Otuo honon three ycats.culminating by being named the swe~s Division 
JV "Player of the Ye.at" follow,ng a season in which she avenged a staggcnng 37 I 
point$ a game. 

As •Junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Lady Irish teammates to• 22-3 r«ord a hcnh 
in the OHSAA region.ii toumamen1. She was named fim team Alt-Ohio after sconng 910 potnts that 
winter alone. Petho twice cracked the SO•poin, pla1eau in a game. scoring 57 against Shadyside and S6 
JgJJnst Toronto 

The two.year staru:r at the University or Pittsburgh tmied St. John Central to low- OVAC <harnpi
onsh1ps In ~kelball and an overall 1S-16 record. Pctho was no one-sport wonder, also starring in vol• 
lcyball and tn,;k dunng her prep cam:r. She eomcd AII-OVAC in volleyball her junior and senior years. 

In track, Petho is one of the valley·, all-lime great throwers, ummg five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight events - thn:e in the discvs and two in the shot p,\ll. Pteho tossed the plattCT a school-record 
J21-7 en rouce to a regional championship and a third-place showing in the state mee< as a junior 

She capped her hjgh school ~r by being named co-valedictorian of her $Cn.ior class and she went on 
to become an Atademit All-American II Pitt. Wlule then,, •be led the team in scoring in the 1994-95 
season, bei;:ame: lhe Carfff free throw percentage lcadct (81.4) and is 14th on lhe all-time sconng list 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

Rud] Mumuy (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). If Rudy Mumlc:y's heart was 
measured by the size of his love for his fellow men and women, it never could have fit 
in.side lus body. 

Mumley, an educator, administrator, humaniwian, dynamic orpniw and charity 
fund-r-ai.cr, served the OVAC and the rest of Oluo Valley 1ft mony diffmnt. but special 
ways. He was a ~time ~s.ident, chatter mtmbet of the conference's Foundation 
Boan!, served on the football and baskelball commiuees and was the <XJanizer and long~ 

:::.1r::. t:1°:i~ ~.:=.r~: ~i~~J~~~ :'tv~c 
presid<nt durin5 the 1967-68 ,.;hool yea, To help the game get off the ground.Mumley 
ante mottgagcd his home IO achieve the finanCU1g nccdctl forthc maugural OVAC-,ponso,,d oontcst in 1912 
He also was a ~ :rupponcr of the OVAC wresding toumame'1t. 

A graduate of old Wheeling High School and Wc,t Lihcny Swe College with a master's degree mom 
WV1), Mumlcy served in the Air Force dunng World War n and was =-lied d11n11g the Korean c:onllict 
He taught at Powhatan, Shadys,dc and Smithfield High Schools before be111g appointed pnnc,pal at Wamn 
CoRSOlidat.cd H~h ln Tiltonsville in t964. Rud.~tcr served as ~nc1pal at Yorlcvlllt High. Later, when lhe ~b~~'-:~ m ~':;,;I D1stnct was fonnu!, he amc- pnmip 11 Buckeye Soulh and remained lhcrc un1iJ 

Mumlcy, who was born tn 1918 and died tn 1999. also provided great service to the Upper Ohio Volley 
Dapper Dan Club and lus college alma mate,-, West Llbe!ty State. Rudy was a member of the l>app<r Dan 

~ i.!c =-!~=~ ~e-: .. ~:s..i ~~ =~:t~.,:~:e:~t.:~it': ==-~ 
ident of the Hillu,ppe,s' Alumni Association and the Foundaoon. Amoog the numerous honon he ri<ecved 
include the Robert MeKclvcy Award and Man of the Year bonon rrotn lhc Dapper Dan Club: WLSC Gold 
and Black A<lutvcmcnt Awanl and the College ~,denl's Award, along with the WOIWOOd Lion• Club's 
Cinzen or the Year Award in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons coVAc 'Family'! 

Apn Timmons (Scio High School, Oass of 1942). This Occoge,wian stan<d coach• 
ing pickup girls' basketball leamS al Bamesville High School in 1946 when lhtte wen: no 
school-sanctioned girls' programs roe member schools of the OVAC. She was a Jirfs' 
physical education teacher at the time, after having gradualed from Denison Univmny in 
Granville, Ohio. 

TunmON comidcml i1 pan or hcr job a.,• phys ed 1A<hcf co "'P.f'it.c whalevcr alhldi<: 
teams she could because she wanlcd the girls io have some compet,tioo and e,peri...,., the 
run of playing ocpnizcd spocu. She would join with 1eodlets from other schools in the 
area in1CteS\cd in doing the some Llring <o schedule games. They also had lo bin; their own 
offi.cia!s and provide trans~n to the game si1cs. 

Timmons left reaching allcr 1948 IO begin raising a family. After having lour ehildn,n, she rcrumcd IO her 

:i'ilt,=~ii:~cl!'rx!,v;!'~~==~'=."'/3:t!~'-r.: .:ui.:: 
OVAC eleCUtive secttW)' Sam Mwnley co host and..,,,,. as director of the rus1 coo(.,._ volleyball 

c ooship towTiamenl which was held a1 Barnesville High. Timmons coached baskelball and !rack until well 
1980',. bu1 cootinucd her dulies with the volleyball...,,, until hcrrecu.mcn1 from teaching in 1991. She 

also ooachcd softball for ooe ye,, when her daugh:er played because Ille lalenlcd )OUlh also wu,lcd IO compe,, 
as a member of the lnN:k and field team. The school di!lriCI would only permil thal lo happen iflimmoru coached 
bod! spons, which she did. 

E""" loday, Tunmons mnairu cl.,.. lo lhc Barnesville athlclic program. Through Ibis pas, season, she ..,...edas 
the onnounccr for the Shamroclts'boys and girls basketball games.as .,.11 .. for the home volleyt.11 matches. She 
also 1w been the announcer and part of !he committee forlhc OVAC volleyball toumamcnl fo,ovcr 30 years. La.st 
winier, thc lhcn 80-)'Ul'-old limmons was called boclc iNo lhc coodting ranks when Bamesville neockd ,,,,,_,. 
lo help out with lhc: volleyball squad. Agnes coached thc ja)"CCS and thoroughly enjoyed Ille experience. 

Her track leaJ1lS were perennial cont.enders for OVAC title.s and several volleyboll turns advanced to the dislriCI. 

Bob Burton (Coaches) 

Rol,,rt W. (Bob) Buru,11 (Magnolia High School, Cius or 1957) coached several 
spon., 81 Paden City High School, but is most n,membcr for a sparlc.ling 38-year 
car= as head boys' basketball coach (1963-2001) where he amassed a record of 
554-327. 

During h;s tenure. the Wilek.a won 21 5«\ion-1 c:hampion$hi1>5: eight regions]. 
titles; finished u state runner-up twice ( 1972 and '82) and captured the West 
Virginia Oas, A championship twice ( 1973 and '87). Paden Ci1y had 28 winning 
.sea.sons under Bwton. including nine 20•win campaigns. and won five OVAC Class 
A championships (1971, '7S, '92, '93 and '94). 

Burton received the West Virginia "'Co.ch of the Year" honor in 1986 and was sci~ to toach in the 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic several times as well as the Wesl Virginia Nonll-Soulh All-SW Game 
in 1987. He was a member of the Wcot Virginia Basketball Coa,;hes Asso<iation, the Sute Coaches 
Committee and the OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Burton also served as an assisl&n.t coach in football at Paden C&ty for 1 & years, serving on the Wildcats' 
staff during two SLIIIC championship seasons (1970 and '79); coached track ror more than 30 yean, 
winning several OVAC Class A and lnm.-Swe League championships; coached cross country for two 
ycan and golf for one season: was assistant baseball coach for throe years: and spc:nt more than• decade 
as athletic direc::t.or. 

As an Blhletc, Burton was a lhn,e-sport alhlete al Magnolia, earning all-West Virginia honors in foo!ball 
in 19SS.At the college le-.1, he was also• thlec,spon performer, playing f004ball ai Kent SLIIIC Univenity 
and then football, baskelball and tennis after transfemng lo We.st Ubcny SLIIIC College where he graduotcd 
in 1961, He then received a ...-•, de~ in educalion from We.st Virginia Univenily in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Coaches) 

Jo/rn "Corty" V,,,..o, (Martins Ferry High School, a.., of J946) not only tnitia:.d 
the sport or wrestling a1 his alma nudtt, he quickly c.srablishcd himself as one of the 
~icr mat coaches in confm:noc history. 

Vtotsos guided the Purple Rider gropplers rrom 1957-68, leading his = to seven 
consecutive OVAC Toumamen1 champiooships (1961-67) along with si• stnlight Oluo 
District Tournament tides.His teams firushcd tanked in the top 10 in the state rourtimcs 
(1959, '60, '63 and '64) and the bes, finnh al the sLIIIC loumament wo, a fiflh place 
effort in 1960. 

During his .,n=. VrolSOO coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Oluo S1ak: 
Tournament quahricrS. meludlng JO SWc place-winnttS and one statt.: champion (l7S
poundcr John ScORlos in 1964). Ferry's dual meet record during the Vrouos yeors was SS-20-1. mcludlng 
unbeaten seasons tn 1964 and '67. 

The initial 1nductoe in<o the Martins Ferry High School Wrestltng Hall of Fame 1n 1994 and the 1978 
recipient of the OVAC Wre,tling Tournament's "Mr. Mat Award", he served as toumarncnl dirte10r for thc 
OVAC. sectional and district <oumame11ts after yielding the coaching post, 

ln addition to serving as head wrestling: coach. Vrotsos was also an wistant m football and t11M;lc. for Ule 
Purple Ridei,. He was on the foo1ball staff dunng Ferry's run of three consecutive undcreaicd seasons ( I 959-
61) and fou, OVAC championships (also 1963) 

As an athlete, he was a throc-)'UI' lcuermon in football and basketball at Martins Ferry. i. IOOlball, he was 
a center-linebacker under legendary coach Fred Thomas, play,ng center and linebacker on lhc 1944 and '45 
OVAC champ10nship squads. earning all-confor<nce "AA" honors as a senior. He played guw in basketball 
under~ Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell After serving in the army, Vro<sos then aa,nclcd West Ubcny 
Swc College gnd111111ng in 1951 . He was a three-year varsity football player ror tho H1llt"l'l"'" and a mem
ber of cwo undefeated teams thal played in bowl games. (Smokey Mounlain Bowl and Pytluan Bowl). 

WaJter Heil <Officials! 

Wall,, Hril (Bellain, High, Oass or 1923) was regarded as one or the deans of 
Ohio Valley officiating thanks 10 a career lhu spanned some 38 years and mvotnd 
thteesports 

He began as a baseball umpire 1n 1926 then added football tn 1928 and basketball 
1n 1929, working cCX111tless g&me$ L1ntil finally hanging up his whistk at the age of 62. 

Heil officiaied rootball and basketball at the high school, colleg111< and profes
sional levels. He worked five Wesc Virginia High School State Tournaments, five 
West Virgm1a Catholic High School Stale Tournaments and tlutt West Virginia 
ln1ercolleg11u.e Alhletk Conference Tournaments. He also offidated in the semi-pro 
Continental Football lelgue. which featured the WM.hog lronmon. 

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Boan! of Official,, the West Virginia Officials Assoc1auon and the 
ln1tmational Association of Approved Basketball official• and was 

honored for lenglh of service by each of these orgaruzations 
After tdlnng as an acuve offictal, Heil assumed the role or commissioner o1 both basketball and fooc:. 

ball offiC1als for thc Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, a position he held from 1965-70 
He was a chatter member of the Bella.ire High Alhledc Wall of Fame and the 1998 m::ipicnt of the 

OVAC's Rohen Dawson Officials ' Awanl 
Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporation and was. a rcsiden1 of Yorkville \Lntil his death 1n 1970 

Doug Huff (Medial 

Doui Hi,JJ (M""°lia High School, Class of 19611,. This native of New Martinsville 

~:,t.:.\i~~ ~:f ~~~Jr- ~ ~;.-i:t:.::~ :Ca.!a~ 
sports edit« in 1;:/'1, a l"'5itioo he held until l97~hcn he was named as that paper's 
sports editor, remaining ,n that C': until his miremont in 1999. Ho r,::owty wa., C i~~.!ainnont uncs and wo,l;ed on the sports staff o the Dominion 
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Awards and the All-OV Scholar•Alhlet, ,elections. He compiled Ohio Valley and Wes1 
Virginia records for fOOlball, basl<etball and baseball, aloog with his1orical niatcria1 on OVAC schools. coach
es ind athletes. Since 1979, he has been the T:Aecutive Sectet>rv-Tn,asum of the W.Va. Sports Writ.,. 
Association after having ~viou<l.l' - as Ille p,esidcnt and football all-stat< board chairman. Huff also is 
oo the Board of Directm or the Foodlall Wri.,rs Association of America and the Na<ional Sponscas1ers & 
Spons Writers Associatioo. 

Among the numerous honon he 1w achieved include: induction into the National High School Sports Holl 
of Fame (1999): stoic sports writer of the year nine times: w .. t Virginia Univmity Sctiool of Jou,nalism PJ. 
Recd Life Achievement Award (1999): Magnolia Hi2h School Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Award 
(1990): W.Va. Sports Wrirers Associatioo Gene Mon:liouse Awanl (1992): Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Oub's Rohen McKelve_y Award (1994). 

He is the author or Spons in Wes1 Virginia. "A Piaorial History" ( 1979) and also of the Nariooal High 
School Football and Basketball RecO<d Books (2001-2002). Doog alsoc<>-<1uthor«I "How co W111<h Sports on 
TV .. And Enjoy It." Sina: 1975, he bu been I high school cootnbuting edit« or Street and Smith maga,inc 
and compiles their pn:-season schoolboy All-America teams for football, bo)ls' basketball and blieball. 
Although retired from The ln.,11, he c:ontulUeS IO submit• much-read and enjoyed weekly column. Doog also 
scr,es as the national rankings and recools editor for Student Sports Inc., and' coordinates footboll and boys 
basketball sclectioos for Parllilc and EA Sports. 

George Strager (Coaches) 

GutJ,.sa-,(McKeespcn,Pa. High School.Class of 1943) 1w often been called 
the "dean" of Ohio Valley high school football coaches thank., IO. highly,-1ul 
canrr that spanned some 38 yea,s ( 1950-87) al live dlffen:nt schools. He posltd a 
.-,coaching record of246 wins. I lS loo.e., and IS tics which stood as the all-time 
valley record until eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Cirt0stJt or Woodsfield/Monroe Central. 

Singer's coaching career began in 1950 81 tiny Sistcnville High School, compiling 
a 42-22-3 record in seven seasons then, and leading the Tigers lo the West Vi!Jini• 
Clas,sA~ ,;hampionsh.ip in 1953 He moved on toClatksbut:g N~ Datru!: High rot 
four years as head football and basketboll coach (1957-60). gomg 24-10 on the ,uid
iron and leading the basketball team co the Wcsl Virginia Ow As1ak: semi foals. lii«t 
came a thlec-year stint at WM.ling Central Catholic (1961,63) which rea1W<d two undcreated n,gular 
seasons and a mark or 21-9-1. The 1962 ltlffl los1 lO Owleston Catholic in the inaugural Wco1 Virginia 
Catholic Stale Championship game, but the ne.i ye,, Strag.,-'s team avenged that 1 ... to win the crown. Up 
next was a fivo-yeai stay at Cambridge High (1964-68), posting a 2S-23-2 reconl. 

He then began a legendary 19-ycar run a1 St.ClaiBville High 1n 1969,tuming his lr&dcnwl< "belly series" 
to a rccord ofl 34-Sl-9 there. His Red Devil tcoms poslcd three ondcreaicd season., (1969, ·n and '8S) and 
the 1983 squad earned the school's f11Sl-ever trip lo the OHSAAplayoffs and the 1986 team advanc,d to the 
swc semirtnals before losing a hcart-lmal<er lo Chagrin Falls Kenston. 

Strager's cop honors included induction inio the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall or Fame in 
1998: Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1991; selection as OVAC Coach oflhc Year 
in 1979 and '87: and i=gnition by the Dapper Dan Club of the UPI'°' Oluo Valley in 1992. He also coached 
in the OVAC All,Star Charity Foocball Clusic twice (1972 and '87) 

A gradua1e of Salem College, Stragcr passed away in 1990, but his memory lives on in the fonn of the 
Geo<ge Sttager Memorial Football Camp and Scholarship Program as well as the "George Su-ager Evening 
with the Stars" diMOr held in conjunction wjth thc OVAC Olarity All-Star Football Classic. 

Chester Grossi (Officials) 

Cllinu Gro1d (Weir Hid> School, Class or I 940) began officiating in 1942, claim
ing IO be "drafted" into officiaiinJ by fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi
cials had been lost due to thc mihlary draft. 
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" a hfo member of the Bhio va11e1 Boan! or Officials and lhc West Virginia ~tball 
and Basketball OffiC1als' Associ•bon. He .,.., lhc 199'1 n,cipienl of Ille OVAC's Robert Daw,oo Officials' 
Award and wos hooored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dappe,- Dan Club 

As an alhlelt al Weir. Clioss1 played fOOlball for coacb Carl Hamill from 1936-39 and during that time, Ille 
Red ndcrs won 27 straight games. He received a football scholarship to West Liberty SUie College where he 
played for Coach Joe Ban.n in 1941 and after World War U. 

He gradwllcd from West Ubeny with a bachelor's degree in poli1ical science, reruming 10 Weir High School 
as a teacher and assistant coach. Re left the education fteld to enter into the investment and insurance business 
in 1960, He remains acbve in many civic, fnuemaJ and service Of'PNwiom. He is president of lhe Weinoruan 
Lodge of Ille llalian Sons and Daughters of America, serves on the Board of Dirocton of the Fraternal 
Assoc1auon and ,s an hooonry national presidc111 or ISDA: a member ol Ille board of the Upper Ohio Valley 
Italian Heritage Festival: thc Weirton Council 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their Foonh 
Degree:• life member of Post 10 of the American Legion; board member of Camp F11t USA; the Weinoo 
Elles; and is • member of the West Ubeny SUie College Foundation's Finance C'ommiaec, Hall of Fame 
Committee, Hilltoppets Athletic Club and a life member or thc Alwnni Association. 

He was 1ndLJCted into lhe West Liberty State Cotlcgc Hall or Fame lltld was honored by the West Virgil\ia 
Nonhem 

Alex Groza (Athlete. 1940s) 

A/trGror,,(Mantns Feny Htgh School,Classof 1944). llus 1>-foot-7, 220-poundcr 
led the Purple Riders IO two straight undcfwed regular susons tn basketball and co 
theOluostatetoumamcntbothycars. Manins Ferry finished 24-1 m 1943 and 26-1 the 
following season. The Purple Riden won the r1r11 OVAC Oass AA basketball 
champ1cmslup in 1944 as Grou scored a valley noconl 623 points (a mark lalcr broken 
by 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame indue1<e Ken Alessi). Groza scored 41 vs. Tiltonsville. 
He was an all-<011fcn:nce and all-Ohio firn•1"m selection. 

Alex was U)C top .SCOtff and rebounder on lhe Unl'Venity of Kentucky's "'FabL1lous 
Five," which won back·IO-back NCAA titles in 1948 and '49, with Qro,.. being iwncd 
the toumamcnt MVP both years He wu a three-time all-Southeaster,i Conference 
choice and a two-time consensus All-American, He set 22 individual SEC =ds Grou still ranlu seventh 
on Kentucky', all-time scoring liSI with 1,744 poin1>. Alex', jersey nwnbcr (IS) was retired by the school. 
Groza and four of his UK teammalCS - Ralph Bwd, Wallace Jones, Cl,ff Battcer and KeMy Rolhns -
won a gold medal as U.S.Olympions at the London Games in 1948 Gro1.a.in 1949, was named the Helms 
l'ollndauon Basketball Player of the Year In a 1950 Associalcd Press nationwide poll of sports wntcrs selec,, 
ing the leading alhletcs of the half-amtu,y.AI« was chosen as one of lhc five top-rated baskelball pl•y..-s. 

In the NBA. Grota averaged 22.S points in 130 pro games with the lndianapolts Olympians in 1950 and 
'SI . He ooached Bellanninc (Ky) College fiom 1959 through 1966. The school had nev,,r won a basketball 
championship before Grou's ten=. He led the Krughts lo the Ken1Ueky lnt=ollegweAthletic Conrerence 
regular season and toumamcnt title in 1963, after wluch he was named the league coach of Ille year 

Gro7.a ,..,, served as business manager and then ass,sw,t lo the pn,sident or lhc ABA's Kentucky 
Colonel• bcron: bccommg general manage, or the San Diego Conqwstado,- until the lranchise folded. He 
then served as GM of a professtonal volleyball tum for one year be!o,e p1rung Reynolds Metals 1n 1977 as 
a regional sales mu,ager. 

Groza died of lung cancer at h,s home in San Diego on January 21 . 1995 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete. 19SOs) 

Cluzrl,s L. "Cltuclc'' How~ (Warwood High Sdlool, □ass of 1954) was a firs1 icam 
a!J•Wcst V",rgima and oll-OV1'C ,..lcle in 1953. He leaerod in foocbol\, basl<elboll and 
baseball 1's • t«nagor, he olso competed for an mdcpcndenl 1'11-lunenca boys gym-

~ ,r.:;V°q:inia Univcnity gradOOle is 5bll thc only M011n-adil= to letter in 
five ,ports - foolboll, gymnastics wrcstlinJ. lrlCk and swimming. In football he played 
guard, center, and lin<badcer wlule canung AU-Soulhcm Conference laurels lhtt,c 
Slralght y..,., Also thc toni snapper on spo<ial tcoms. Howley wa, scleded IS a third· 
team AII-Amencan his senor year Howley. at 6-2, 220 pounds. was ~ lO be 

~t~i~ fs:",,:"'~.'"~ t':fY.: ~fie~ i::~r ~\iT.Jc~ He lette...t for chc 
Mount.ainccrs on the rnm])Olme in gymnastics. a heavyweight en wresthng. sprimer and weightmu in track 
and. a di~ in s;wnnming. ln 1957. Howley WlS selected as the Wdt Virginia Amateur Alhlc1c of lhc Year. 

He was an NF1. first-round draft chon C19SS) of the Chkago Bcon - only the third Mountaineer sck:ct• 
eel in the opening row>d. He played a y.., and a lwf ,n Chicago before bemg s.iehned by a scriOOlS lmce 
mjwy. Howley was back home in Wheeling worbng at a gas stabon in 1961 wltcn the .. pansion Dallas 
Cowbor,s tl'ld<d two drafl picks f01 him. The •••Bear decided to g,ve it one rnon: tty and woo,nd up ,caning 
at ouuidc: lincback..- 12 years for the Cowboys, eammg all-pro laurels su times He SWT<d in two Super 
Bowls. The 1971 game saw Howley ,..,rc:ept two passes and recover a fumble to earn MVP honoo in a 
16-13 loss to the Baltirnon: Colu. He remains the only player on a losing i=n IO be scleded as lhe Super 
Bowl's most valuable play..-. In 1972. he helpod the Cowboys win Supe, Bowl VI OV<r the Miami Dolphins 
by intcn:cpt,ng a Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown. 

Howley ,s • member of the West Virginia Spotts Wnters Associuion, WV"U, Upper Ohio Valley Doppe, 
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls of fame 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete. 19605) 

Miu Sh,r,,ood (Bcliairc High S<hool, cias. of 1967). This soft-spoken othlecic 
gn,at nllcs with Bclla,rc H,vi's all-time stalwans in both football and basketball. 

He 'luattcrbacked lhe I~ Big Reds to a 9-1 season as a senior for coach Don Ault. 

/!ci"~~:.'~ ~ .. n:~~~n.d=~~~;'~lr.:=. ~~~ 
percentage and amassed more than 1.400 yards with only foor ifftcrteptioncS 

He was just as impress:ivc on the hardwood (ot le~ coach Cwre Cribbs. The 

irot~nf.!~ ~ e'::.!g~~o'=;."tt. ~~!t'1H;~~ ~ 
~.!Jibe Gig Reds toa 17-4 r<eord.M ajwtior,he avcngeil 2S points!,,'; game. He 

r-ec~.:.i~;_'"J~~~ti:i·~J~~~eJ, <j;'=b~ll ~~1;al SI. 

Uni~Y;.°~ i!'::'!.r'ii:r ~-A~~~°'J,.•~~ =:"~~ :~=: 
for lltrec seasons. As a !"J'homon,.~ ~ for some 2'Jt'l yards while eSlablishing a school record with 
416 yards against rival Pin.completing 27 of37 passes. He fuushedthc Y<M ranked 11th in the nuioo.aver
~m--1: 198 pL5S,ing yard$ a game:. 'The Mountaineers went 7 3 that fall. Sherwood led the Mountaincas to a 
25.7 record in ru, three ye.us. mcludil:i.g a 10-1 mark and a Peach Bowl Win his sen.or season. He still ranks 
among_WVU career leaders in UKaJ offense!passingyuds,pass completioosand attempts. TD passes.pass-
mg efficiency and completion pem,n~. He was selected to play in the 1970 Blue-Otay Game and won 
the Ira E. Rod~~ Awaid the same y..,.. Sherwood was alsoseli:cti:dAII-Eut by UPI in 1970.A member of 
the All-lime WV"U 1~ Eno wam,Shecwood was inducted mto the WV"U Spons Hall of fame in 1997. 

Aft..- "'8duation, he stayc;! on at WV"U and was a graduate assistant for Bobby Bowden and Frank 
Cignctti. Re went to Bethany College to serve as offensive coonlinator from 1974-78 Wider his high school 
cooc;h, Oon1'uh. Shcrwood relUmCd to hi>prcp alma macer,semi:.'i as the Big Reds'head coach from 1980-

~~:':J:r~: i~; /:'i~ 1!~,i"i:'c::=ly~~,~=I p':\"'~:.~ Year ,n 1982. He became the 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athlete. m0s1 

Joltt1 Fillh% (Magnolia High School, 1973). The fint OVACathlc:t< toamAll-W. Va. 
r.,.t team honon in football, bashtball and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving 
n>COrd at Marshall Univenity, 

Niclmomcd "fuuy" because of lus bu>hy ...t hair, the Blue Eagles" wide receiver• 
defensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass receiving yards his last two seasons and ended 

~ C::r ~.ca:!:J: I:;! y~ ~th16al~~s iTI~~fi~l8l ~ 
luvenswood. 

s..:!•cocc:mv:1.;;~!~~ :-:J~~•xti:i ~atto~I~ ~!i·. All• 
In basketball, the guard averaged 19 po,nts a game and earned all•stole honors after the Blue Eagles were 

SIIW "AA" runnerup to Gory. 
In baseball, the outfield..- batted 352 and compleWd his all-star trifecto with All-Volley, and oll-st>!e 

honorl in thRe Spoc'tS. 
RccNiWd for foocball by Marshall, West V<rgin"'. Vuginia Todt. Pitt and Pmn StaW, the 5-11, 175-poundcr 

Signed eorly with WV"U, but opted for Manlwl where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving fur foor 
Slllligbt yem and Sd school records with 168 cat<hcs for l .954 yards and 14 TDs. His ..cqxion total nnkcd. 
at the time, eighth among all-time NCAA Division 1...:eiven. Starting four ycacs, he Sd a then-NCAA record 
by catching passes m 42 Sba!ght games. He broke the marlc set by lfei,man Truphy winner Johnny Rodgers 
m,m Ncbroska.1'utomobilc bumper stickers supporting the pohce showed up at Hen! games, where Ibey had 
a different meaning. They read: "I Love the Fuzz." The team co-c:apwn was a two-time 1'11•1'mcrica honor
able mention choice and• first .,am Notional Independent All-SIM honoree. 

Filliez also,... selected as the state Amateur 1'thletc of the Year 1n 1976. In 1985, he was inducted into the 
Monhall Athlctic Hall of Fame. F,llicz CWffl\tly resides in Delaware. Otuo 

Dee Davis (Athlete. 1980s) 

Du Davis (Wheeling 1'111: High School, Class or 1981). The fU>t OVAC guls' ath
lete to earn fir>t tcam1'11-W Va honors three times set Ohio Valley and stale scoring 
n:cords which remain on the books after a quarto, of a ccntw)I Overall. she set lltrec 
OV and three W~ Va. sc:oring: standards. 

A three-year Wheeling Put standout. she scored a s,;hool record 1,854 poi nu includ-
1ng 716 for a 32.S average as a seruor She was ruuned swc "Play..- of the Yw" and 
capwn of the Closs AAA all-state team for the 1980 season. She scoredaschool-l<C<llll 
SS pomts vi, Wcuton MadoMa and sec a Sl4tc tDtlmament Class AAA sconng reoord 
which remains cm thc books after 27 years, She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East as 
a sophomon: in 1978 In two...., tournament games that year, •he SCOled 76 po,nu 
mcludmg 13 of 14 free throws 

Davis led Part toaswe Class AAAruMer•upspo1 u a semor whenffle alMJ c:hancd 104 stc:411, 71 assi.$ts 
and 87 rebounds. Alier the season, she was MVP ,n thc mte North-South game where she scoced 30 pomU 
She eamed All-America mention in Street & Sinith's and Conver,e mapzines 

At 1'111:. Dav,s also stamd as a pit<hcr·shonstop on the first vanity soft.ball i=ns and earned all-state 
m::ognition from the W. Va. Coaches Assoaallon. 

She Signed a boskc:tb.11 scholanlup to TcMC.UOC Tech where she played for two seasons before fimshmg 
her college cateer at West V"irgmca Univ..-sity. In her two seasons with the Mounwncm, she served as wam 
eo<aptain in 1986 with Geo,pnn Wells, lhe fir>t woman to dunk iff a college basketball game. In Davis' 
junior sc.ason, WVU recorded it$ sec:ond-e~r 20-Wln seuon with a 20-10 mart, 

She also played basketball with a U.S.AII-Star i,am in England and ,com! 150 poinU fo, all .4 average 
Davis has completed her 13th year as he.d girls' basketball coach at her alma mater Put. She has guided 

the Paaiots mto s,~ state toumamenes and won back•to-back Cius AAA champioruhips in 199&.99 and 
became the first fomale to wm the all-sports "OVAC Coach of the Year" award. The Wheeling residcnl also 
coaches softball. 

Lance Mehl (Athlete. 1970sJ 

1AM, M,hl (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). 1' lhtt,c-spon team capcain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl was also an All-Valley football linebacker and baseball fint b.lse
min ,.s well ,.s , ccnteT in basketball. 

He earned 1'll-Clhio football honors for coach lake Olsavsky while scrviffg as c~ 
captain of the 197S "'4m wh;.;h went 9-1, He played in the Ohio Nonh-South game iff 
Colwnbus and turned in • sparkling defensive effort for lhe South all•stars. 

Rccniitcd by Penn State University for footMll, he was ciWd by coach Ioe Paterno 
and defensive coordinllor Jcny Sandusky as "one of lite bc3t inside lincbac:k:m .. ever 
to play for 'Llncbacke, U" 

Mehl was the leading ,..kier for the unbeaten 1978 Nittany Lion "'4m which bowed 
to Alabama. 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSU m,m being decla...t national champion. In that 
game, he led Lion defendcn with 17 scops, including I I unassisted tackles. 

At\,r that junior season, he was naincd the "Man of the Yw' by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
and i5 one of only throe college athletes to n:aive that hol'IOl'. 

The PSU defensive eo<aptain also led the Lions in tackles as a senior and earned second l<am All-
1'mcri<a honors by The Associated Pres, and UniWd Pm, lntemalional. 

Mehl was drafted in the NFL's thin! round by thc New Yori< Jeu and played nine yean befon, hi> can,er 
wa,s C\ll shon with a recurring knee injury. 

He was thc Jets' leading defender from 1982-86 before I lcJlec injury. Tbc Jeu' defensive signal-caller 
recorded 172 total tackles (105 solos and 67 ossisu) in I 984. In 1983, he inlerc:epWd seven passes and picked 
off IS career ifft.er<ep<ions. 

Mehl was sclcctod to the Pro Bowl after lhe 1985.....,. when he rcconlcd 115 taclclcs, 43 assists and 
three pass in.,rccptions. 

After his NF1. carcer ended. he relUmCd to thc Ohio Valley .. d rcsid<s iff St. Clairsville. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete. 1,s0sJ 

Bri4fl Swlur (S,stcrsville High S<hool, Class or 1982). The 5-7, 145-pound 
dynamo became the first three-time firs< wam All-W. Va. football bona= in Tyler 
Covnty as he ledSistcr,ville H,ghto back-to-back stateCta.<Achampion.ship.s in 1980 
and "SI 

Sw,sher led the ligcn to a 13--0 record in 1981 as he set .. Ohio Valley and W. Va. 
record for sconng by a bncman with 26 <ovchdowns (receiving, rushing, returns) and 
I S6 points. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as state play..- of the year and 
was accorded the Hw,,t Award as state Linem;in of the Year. 

He set season and can,cr pass receiving maib in the Ohio Valley and 1ve,aged 39 2 
yards on kidtoff 1"tums and 20.2 yards on punt returns. He al,o was productivoooend-=und nishing plays. 

Swisher, who set an OV record by c:atchmg passes in 36consecutivc games - eve,y game he started His 
4;~ re:gular ~asc:,n totals w~ 126 recep1ions for 2,174 yards and 23 TD$. 

He led the OV In n,gular season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yards on 47 catches) and 1981 (906 
yards and 14 TDs on SJ receptions). As• ,ophomorc, he landed 26 passes for 582 yards. 

Swisher was a three-time AII-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Vi,pnia threc times. 
In the spnng. he competed in tn<k as• 100 and 200-mcter sprinter, long jumper and relay member. He 

won eight individual medals m three state Class AA meets - a filst in the 100 as a sophomore, six sccond5 
and a third, and was a member of a lint place 4xl00 relay team. He <icd a stal< meet AA IOO.mc1Cr =on! 
with a 10.9-second marl< in the 1981 trials. 

He signed a football scholarship with Marshall University and played foUt seasons. including tlwe years 
as• ,tarting wide rccc-,vc,, He landed 106 passes from 1982-85 for I ,617 yards and 14 touchdowns. He was 
Manhall"s leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and three SCO<CS. He alsowasaHml a-ack 
sprinti:r, 

Swisher curm,tly res.ies 1n l..ew,s Center, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete. 1990s) 

}IWJ G"'1oWIIY (Bellaire High School, Class of 1990). This Big Reds' four-spons per
former has uce~ on the ptep, collegiate and professional levels. 

The macu,y-hccled wide n:a:1vtr wu an All-Ohm gndder foc coach Jolm Mag,.slro 
before • sporltling c:arm- at Ohio Stue Unlvmity, ~ lus Sartell & Gny days, 
Galloway wu a rll'>1 n>und draft pick by the S.aule Seahawks of the Natioo:il Foodiall 

~oway "wrole the Ohio Valley n:cffll boob for pass .-,v"'i yanls with 2.332 and 
l<><l<hdown r«<pC1011J with 27. He eiidcd with 108-c:atdies, Thc5-9uplosive pme
b<wc<r helped leod the Big Reds 10 the OVAC 3-A football ti~• his jumor ya,, playm&.., 
intetrtl iolc LR the 9-1 c:ampa,g,,. He ltndod43 posse, for973 yard., lllld 13TDslhat f:,JI. 
Galfoway was a three-time AU-OVAC sru!AII-Valley hono"'" srul wa, named All-Ohm S<cond ~ LR Oiv,.,on 
mas a.scLtiot. 

In basked>lll, he ...., Just as dollWWlllg as a pomt guard. Galloway was a su.ner for lhlee maighl OVAC 
champ,onsh,p turns for coach Gene Ammiran1e Re eamed All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Oluo honors. 

The spnngtime saw G:illoway ,m,e the Btg Reds u an mlielder on the baseball diamond, bid 11 was on the 
ov:il where he made an even bigger impact. Gllloway claimed the stue DIV1S1on 11100.meter and 200 1tue spnnl 
Dt!cs as a semor, 

The Bell.,,.. Bullet then took lus amazi.ng a&hlctic skills IO Columbus, swring for John Cooper on the grid
LtOO, He was honoted as 111 All-BiJ Tell wide ttiee1vet as IJwt.lot- a StaSOr'I m winch he &nbbcd 47 ~ for 
946 yards. His cane, toUJs II Ohio Stue wcco 108 r=ptioos for 1.894 yanls and 19 'J'Os. Gallow&)' finished 

~f Ji
1
5i4tl·~~e~: ~=.,;,s:il=rF~~S::1~~

1
:ifJr ~= ::~ 

in IMlsincss/martcting. 
Galloway WIS the ciRf,th over:ill pick in the 1994 NFL Draft He olaycd live......,. with the Scahawlcs,caJCh

ing 283 passes fo, 4,457 yards and 37 TOs. In his best suson in Sc.iiJc, he collmd 72 pa.sscs for I 1)49 yards 
ml 12 TDs. He left Seattle for the Dallas Cowboys and ,s now a member or the Tampa Bay Buccanecn. 

Class 
of 

2006 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ron Mauck (OVAC •Family') 

m!ii~ r=~ ~~ri\':' ~ ~ 1of1.:' o"~1t5~;.:::-1~~·o'f: 
largest high school events of its kind in the entire cow,tty,since 1979. T1ti., highly-,.gard
ed chaml"onship was renamed as the Ron Mauck OVAC W""1ing Tournament in 2006. 

A p,,pd of lhe lllC George Kov:ilick.an OVAC Hall of Farner and considered IO be lhe 
patrian:h of high school w=tler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck :ilso established the confer
ence's dual moCI ~ions~l.lndings in 1971 and directed five W.Va. stue touma-

~:,:, ~ ~;, r0:1AIA :s<N~~~:tn~na~=~o:~~ w5es~ 
Liberty Stue College) held in Wheeling. In addition IO his d•ties with the confcrcncc mat 
toomamenl. Mauck was a loog-time member of lhe Rudy Mwnler OVAC Charity All
Sw Foocball Classic. He was assistant game director and later sen«! as game diroctor from 1993 lhrooth 1998. 

The Bridm>on High and West Llbcity Slate College grad11111e. who earned his moscer's in sofecy education. 
began his tiidting and c"""'1ing c:areer in 1965 at Follansbee High School where he stancd the ,chool's vani-

~=~~ ~~o/.;;,~~~~~ ~~--t""!,·~i~=-~ ~~t :1r.oi= 
a1 West Liberty and we, was ooc of the arui's outstanding coaches befon, becoming an administrator. When the 
consolidated Srool<e Hith School opened in 1968, Ron was named co coach the wrestling ceam where he nnorcd 
the Bruins' first Welt V'uginia mat champ in Jim Suddorh. Bcfon, miring after a 34-yar career in educalioo, 
Maw:k served Brooke u director of the school's Driver's Educatioo Depanmcnc, Physical Plan, Oicocior, 
Assistant Athletic Director and Alhletic Dir<ctor. In addition 10 havi•& the OVAC Wrestling Toomamcnl 
remmcd in his honor, Mauck also WIS p,acnlCd the "Mr. Mat" Award ,n 1915. He was named the W. Va. 
Wrestling Coaches Man or the Year (1987); and coccived 1<1tognition awards from the UpPtr Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club (1985 and 1997); W. Va. Alhletic Oil<Ctor oflhe Year (199S). Mauck twice was selcctctl 
Warwood LlonsCinzen Qf thc Year. winner of the H.V. Corcoran.Sr. Award(:2001) and a member of the Brooke 
County Wall offamc (2006). He is past president or the W. Va. Safety Association, the Bridgepon Alumni srul 
Warwood lwtio,- High Athletic Associalion. 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coaches) 

Hrat;,s:ir;:~')\t'1.~t)~~•~:_;'~i::~~ cllt 81
wt"".'~ 

def!., and I tic. During lhis •~• Billiatd's Bruins won throe West Vuginia Class 

~~=~i~ and·~:! =~i; :red .. ~~~~~ 
ishod 25th in the country while the 1990 squad ended up in 23nl place. In 1994. Brooke 
also ended the campa;gn with a 10-0 record bid lost in the swe playolfs. Fifteen of his 
23 Bruin t..,,,. participated in lhe post-,eason playoffs and seven made the sw, cham
pionship game. Also. Billiard coached lhe - and gold to seven OVAC aus AAAA 
Division championships. He coached in two Rudy Mumlcy OVAC Charity AII-Sw 
Football Jamt• and in three West Vuginia North-South Games. He was among the foonding members 1111d 
past presidcllt of the Ohio V:illey Foocb:ill Coaches Association fo, whom he also was chainnan of 1hc: 
group's annual awards dinner. He also assi5ted in organizing lhe OVR:A's Clini<s and Proopc,;t Nights. 
Billiard'• Brooke coaching w,,er also included eight years as an assistant in f001ball, two years as a wresding 
assistant, si• years .. head wrestling eoo<:h and tluoe years as head crack cooch. Prior IO Brooke, he spent 
four years as an assistant in football at Wheeling Central, two year, ..s a volunteer U!i$lant in WMSllins and 
three years as head track coach. 

While 111Cnding Wcllsbwg High School, he played four years of fOOlball and le11ercd three years, serving 
.. = captain in 19$8. He _played baseball three years, earning two letters. Al West Liberty Stue College, 
Billiard was a fou,.year varsity Jeamnan in football playing on both the orfe"JUjve and defeMive lines. After 
his junio, ..-n, he earned ru,1-= All-WVIAC la=ls. 

Among his awards are: Ohio Valley, OVAC and West Vqinia Cooch of the Year; Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Man of the Year, Carl Hamill Coaching Awatd; S1eubenville Moose Lodge COll<h of the Year: 
Wes1 Liberty Swe College Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Foocb:ill Coaches Hall of Fame induclee; 
H.V. Corc<,n,n Sr. Award for the Biooke fOOlboll program bringing national attention to the Ohio Valley; and 
a 2005 R:C:ipicnt or UlC WC$l Vu-ginia A(hletic: Coaches A~ion•s Retired Coaching Award. 

Matt Gaudio (Athlete - 1990s) 

Mt11tc.-li,, (Broote High School, Class or 1991). This fl•id athle1e dominated 
(he West Virgfoia Pf'CP hardwood as he wa.s I four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He concluded his sparkling Brooke can,er by betng named 1hc: W. Va. "Player of 
the YCM'' as well 1S the Gaiorade stale "Pla)lff ofthe Yeu" in 1991. The 6-7 forward 
paced Brooke to r..:ords of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 ror a Four-y- career mm of 
75.22 

Gaudio was a two-lime :ill-stue Clas.s AAA h- a,,d twice ~ to 1hc: all
'""" iownamenc ceom, He ,vcroged 17.9 points and 10,I reboondi as a sophomore 
and ronowcd that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm as a junior while 
averaging 11 ~nds. 

Gaudio capped h,s StJJ)erb prep career w;th a brilliant senior campmgn. He ave~d 24.3 points and 
grabbed 13.4 rebounds to -t as All-OVAC, AII-V:illey and AII-W. Va. honors while being accorded 
honorable mention All-America. He wu the fitSt Bruin to~ fit$t team alJ-.staCC in boys' b.$.ketball. 
Gaudio surpa.,ed the 1,000 man: in coreer poinc. (1.874) and cam:r rebounds ( 1 .I 08), both Bruin reconls, 

He opted to continue lus academic and alhleuc car<er at PeM Swc Uruvcrsity, wher< he was plagued 
by chronic ba<k problems wlu<h required nngery. In spile of lhe medical woe,. Gaudio endured to tum 
in a solid career. During his redshin sophomoo, season, he averaged 9 ,4 points and 4 ,7 r<bounds a game 
and was named recipient of lhc Lou Lamie M0<1 Inspirational Player Awatd. 

The following year, he served u student assistant eoo<:h while completing lus liberal ans degree with 
an emphasis on architCC'lwe, He rewmed to play as a senior and was second on the team in scoring with 
a 13,J avenged while coll<Cted 6.4 ttbounds a game dunng a 21-7 recan! season. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'FamUy') 

Cal Gifl&t. (Bellaire High School. Class or 1947). One of the l•~daty ns-s 
involved in the sport of high school track and cross oountry in lhe OVAC. 

During his 17 years employed as a ie.<her .. d coach in the BclLai" City School 
DistriCI, Giffin WIS one of the fowul<ts and 1hc: director of the famed llcllairc Relays. 
During its 52-ycar hi1tory, the Bellaire Relay, anncted many of Ohio's greatest a&hl&s 
10 the Nelson Field. Al one time, the Bellaire Rela)'> was roco,mi,cd as the ,ccond
Largtst ttack tvc11t in the Buckeye State. His t£mnS won five O'9AC and diurict track 

=~,:.~~,!i '!.:'!; ~.~~~ ~!!.i~t!f.:i~ mcets.Also 
Giffin's time-consuming woct and cootribotions to the Ohio V:illey Athle1ic 1;.,:;:_m~~-_. 

Coof.-co incl•ded • tcnn .. t'residenc (1973-74) ond comrrussioncr of the football srul ba3kctball olficials. 

~.:::.ed~"'t~6tAro: ci'!i~~ :! ~tr~~ ~it°== ~r =kOhi~ 
Athletic Boan!, the Oluo High Sci-I Coaches AsSOClation, the Ohio Foocball Coaches Associotion and the 
National Collegiate Thick and F1tld Coaches Associatioo He was voted inlO the Oluo State Track Coaches 
llall or Fame in 1972, Gilfm was presented two awanls or merit from the OHSAA and, following lus death in 
1975, he was selected foc a posthwnoos Alwnru Aclueverncnt Award by West Llbeny Stale College. G11fm =;!:,. ~~1~hes Association as pn,sidcnt as well as being 1hc: stace vice president for the Oluo 

Athletically. C:il was a -.,po,1 letterman (food,all, baslcctboll and track) at Bellaire Hi,gh He&layed on 
the (1151 Bif Rcd.<' foocb:ill tam to win an OVAC championship (1946). He also pl■ved ,n the hio-West 
Vug,rua Al -Star Football 0amc ,n 1947 G11fm's .....,r also led him 10 the Manin, "Feny School District 
where he was the supervisor of elern,nwy srul secondary education From there, he be<>mc the J'r1""'pal of 
St. Clairsville Hith School and lacer ICtVed as supcrillcendcnt of 1hc: St, CLairsvilh>-Ricbland School DistriCI, 
He ttJCCived his If.A. in E.ducaliOl'I fmm Wes1 Liberty in 1951 and his Master or Arts Degree insdmol admin
isll'atioo from WVU in 1967. 

Boyd Nelson (Media) 

Bo,d N,lson (&Ilaire High School, Cius of 194S). Nelson spent 41 ye&rs IS a 
~ with TM Tuna Uatkr U'I Martins Ferry. Fellow ttafferS and friends 
hav, tailed him a i;:;Ofleer, a legend and. perhaps, the grwest ~will ombassador 

~~t~~lp·~ ~ ~~ ~o!t~a'ffve~U:=
1~f:tT,,Z~~ 

Nelson, a qWet, unwuming man, Jet his camera do his talking for him. No assign
ment W&5 IOO big nor IOO mcrual for Nelson. who had the opportunity IO take pictures 
of seven U.S. presidents from Hony Truman though Ronald Reagan. Nelson chroni
cled nearly cve,y maj0< happening throughout the Ohio Valley and was a familiar 
and much-welcome face 81 hlgh school. college and professional games and matchcs 
horn the start of his career in the hue 1940s W1til his retirement in 1988. As was poirued out ac the time of 
his death in 2003, there wasn't a gymnasium, football field or baseball diamond in TM ~s ua,kr~ cov• ::f. area where Nelson didn't cT..i: the ~oic. of athletes or all~ and abilities. Amon_s the fulW'C 

l:'.i'1 :N=ri::. ';f.~~r'i:' =..~m 1::~. ~~~~lcr ::.id =t1ir=;\~~r;~J 
Allan Homyak.just a to mention a few. 

Boyd's devotion to his wont also made him a role model and an inspiration to aspiring and seasoBCd pho=,.. alike. Nelson sltunned the limeligh1 throughoot his life despite lhe wginf. of C(>-woriters and 

casil~ -~•~c:. ~~w~/=~:°J::l:iti~ ~~::.!f ~ .. ~:.:~::1!~ 
f::1~ ~~~=~ ;.::~I :i~~~.\:yv~~~':°inw~~ tk~ ~~ 
~ ~!:f°~~n~ 11~•~gitl;:,;0J::Z:5.,{,:i~· ~~ beif.~~~ :,f~llo~~~r~ ~~~~ 
Univen.ity for a ye.ar. However, after being hi~ as a summer intern by 71ae ~,mes Uatkr, he never retmncd 
to college and made photography his lifcume profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Coaches) 

Ric/rard"'ufty'' Hall (Barnesville High School. Class or 1959). H:ill was one or 
the ma<< successful twC>-spon eoo<:hcs (baseb:illlgolf) in OVAC histOt)', compiling a 
whopping I ,I 16 \"iciorics over a l4-year span. 

He began his btieball coaching career at Powhatan High School for a yu, befon: 
laking the wne post at St. Clairsville High School. lo his 3J yean with the Red 
Devils (1969-200 I), his teams amassed an ootswiding SI S-320 r..:ord. 

Wilh "lefty" calling the shots from the dugout, S1. Clairsville won seven OVAC 
championships and made live Ohio High School Athletic Association r<gtonol tour· 
namcnt appcannces (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced 
10 lhe swc tournament "Ftnal Four" in 1997 St. Oa,rsvillc also won five Eastern Oluo Baseball League 
titles Wider Hall's guidance. 

Hall as named OVAC Coach or they- ,n 1991 and r..:eived the same accolade from the Easlem 
District throe times, 1990, 1995 and 1997. He also served as one of the eo<1<hu in the Mtmno All-Star 
Series in 1997. A lrue lweball ')unkie," Hall was inducted inlO the Ohio High School Baseball Coache, 
Hall ofFame in 1996 and wu named the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame "Man of lhe Year" in 1999 

Hall coached six playm who signed piofess,ooal baseball contracts, the list including Gerry Craft, 
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dudek . 

In golf, "Lcfiy" coached Sc. Clairsville fo, 27 yean (1974-2000), finishing with a 601-123 "conl. He 
had three w,beaten lCamS and also tutored throe squads that advanced to the Ohio ,we io.nnamenc. The 
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf champ1onsh1ps. 

H:ill, a life-long residcn1 of Barnesville, lencrcd in baseb:ill and tn<:k while perfonmng for the 
Shamrocks. He graduated rrom Oh.lo University. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (Offldals) 

w.,,..n "Noo/rk" hib (The L1rull School, Class of 1920) The Wheeling Island 
nmdenl who died 111 1983 II !he "'° of I served the coaclung and officilling profm1on -· 

Yf!ls W:10~~~~ ~e:r:~~r:ci1QL"~~:ror OVU40 ~. fn 
fool.boll. he worlcod in bod, high school and collego, mcluding !he W.51 Vuginia 
lnk«ollegia~ Alhldic Confm:m% and We51 Vugu,ia Univenil)', Pill and Penn Sl&I<. A 
basketbal[ official for mon, duin 40 Y"""• Pu,h official«I high ,c:hool and college con• 
ICSl$. ln 1933 and 1934, he woitced Ille entire °WCSI VUJU!i& swe high school baskClball 
IOUmamelll, !us po,lll<IS be111~ge l'lwl Qinullcul 1he Ml year arid Oink Westfall the 

~~C ~~:t'ld in 1~~!~'1~~~~~ = :' ;!1.1~oo% t 
g,~~~ ~ ~!'l'.':11!.~l:t~f~• .. ~w_"li:"W:~: ~~ ra;;:~11e~ ~1a.l'.! 
Shadyside Relays and Ille Wesl V,rginia S«ondo,:y School Activities Commission. Pugh conducted officials' 
dink:-1 in xve~l s.~~ ~ •n~scrics on oflkiating. Pugh al50 wa., a RcdCros.s instructor in watec 
safCl)I and life-sav,ng for over SO~- In his youlh, he was r<eognaed as a tri-swe di>ing champion and was 
known to many people in Wheel111g for diving off !he Suspension Bridge into !he Ohio River He paformed 
that (COi for !he first time on ubor Day during the stlt< f.ur beld when he was a ~ -He ~ 1h11 dive 
on several other occasions during !us youlh. He coached swunming at hlS alma miler The Liiwy School for 
nearly three-.. guiding Ille Cadet, to 26 OVAC championslups. including 25 in a.,, ... _ 

l'llah was also a t=ncndous llhlet,,e,pociall_y as a fonlball playor. He ano,ided Alder>on-Broaddus College 
in PluliJ>Pi for 1WO ~ and flayed foomoll before lnlllSferring to Davis &t Elkins College where was a SICllar 
fullbacli and cenlCr for Hall o Fame Coach Cam Hende..on SIIICC eligibtli~ rules never r<alll elUSled in those 

~,:'.~'= ~~!, ~~N .":i"::""::, ~ceo\:~:.,J ~~~:i:s !:=:. 
ed inu, the West Virginia SI""!,' W-i1 of Fame 1198b), !he Ohio Valley Dopper Dan Hall of Fame 11984) and 
now the Oluo Vall•y Alhleuc Conference Hall of Fame. 

Phil Niekro (Athlete • mos) 

PhilNidro (Bridg-epon High School.Class of 1957). The Boseball HallofFamergn< 
his llhletic stan wilh !he Bulldogs where he was a tMe-sport performer. Be,ides-. 
ball, he was a football end and baskelball forward and a teamm11e of fellow OVAC Hall 
of Farner John Havlicek. 

Niclcnamod "Knucksie'· because of his siaple pitch, the knuckleball, which he learned 
from his falher, Nielcro was a four-year Bulldog pitcher wilh a 17-1 can,er r<eord. H,s 
only loss was 1.0 u, Tihonnille in 1954, his fmhman year, when fellow Baseball and 
OVAC Hall ofFnmer Bill Mauroski hi1 the game-winning home"'"· The 1955 Bulldog 
~ shared the Eas1 Ohio League ti~e wilh Marliru Fmy. In a 9-4 Ohio ,ectional IOUr• 
namc:nt win over St. John's, Niekro won the game: m Rlicf and belted a two-run single. Bridgeport, however, 
was hal~ m the rma1s by Shadyside.a learn twice defeated by the Bulldog,. In 1956, Nielcroand the Bulldog, 
def COied Stcubenville Central, 7 -1, ,n lhe Class A distnCI IOllmamCfll alter sectional wins over Barnesville and 
S1. Cwnville. Bndgepon bowed IO East L1verpoot in the <hmict finals. As a senior, Nielcro tossed a fout-h.ll
tcr and struck out 10 in a4-2 win ovor S~ubenville Central for the OVAC <lt!»side title He earlier hurled an 
8-2 win over East Liverpool in Ille Class AA district semifinals. Unbeaten Stcubenville Central hal~ 
Bridgqx,rt, 6-1 in the finals 

Nielcro. who also play«! for the Bridgepon Legion 1com and Blaine in the summer Tlrihght League. was 
stgnod by the Milwaukee Bravcs for a SSOO bonus at a 1958 tryout camp 111 Bellairo. 

In 1964, he staned 1 :IA-year ma)OI" league car<er wilh the Braves, New York Yankee,, Cleveland Indians 
ond Toronto Blue Joys. He had• 318-274 c...,.,. roc<>nl while oppcanng in 864 games and striking out 3.342 
btlncrs, eighth on lhe all,time charts. He hurled a no-hiner &lid won five Gold Gla>es and was named to five 
AU-Sw- teams. The Bnives hon<Rd him by erecting I bronze m.rue in front of lheir home stadium and, in 
1997. he was indUCled into lhe Baseball Hall or Fame. He r<Sides in the Adan1> .,.._ 

Bob Hummel (Athlete - t960s) 

Bob H""""'U (Moundsville High School. Class of 1966). This 6 ~- 3 guw was a 
scorin; machine for Moonds>ille High School befon: taking his vast hoop lalcnlS to West 
Vlfgirua Univcr,.ity. 

Hummell finished his stellar four-year pn:p ca,oer wilh 1,941 poinlS, good for• 22.6 
pc, Jame avcrago. That avoroge Slill ranks si><lh among Class AAA players in !he ,we. 

Hu senior year was one for !he roc<>nl books at the Manhall Counl)' school. He poon:d 
in 897 poinis in 25 games for a 35.9 avenge, wluch " tied for the highe51 average in 
Class AAA an:hives. 

Moreover. his JCOMg, antics uuslated into tcmn success as Moundsville finished as 
Sia~ runnenip in Clas>AAA, lhe school', fim ,_ r11111 since 1920. Hummell 1orched 
Richwood for 45 markors in the ,we xmifdlal game. He established tlle Moundsville single-game scoring 
mark with 53 poinis in• win againsl Follansbee. Hummell was chosen u the West V,rginia "Player of !he Year 
by the Morgan1own Touchoown Oub while also being named cap<ain of the Class AAA all-Sllle twn, all· 
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All-America. He olso was a top-n<>'<h baseball player for Moundsville, °""'ing 
second-te.am an.scatc honors as a pitcher. 

Following his glorious slay ar Moundsville, H•mmell joined the WVU hoop squ.,d and he Wl1$1ed no time in 
making his p,=nce fell. Hummell led the WVU frosh learn in ,,:oring with a 242 average, including a 4S • 
poinl oulbunt again,1 Maryland and 41 apinSI Duqu..nse. In !hose days, lruhman wen, ineligible by NCAA 
nila from playing on the vaml)' level. 

He wen1 on 10 overage 12.9, 15.S and 14D poinlSagamc: the following Ihm: seasons.all of which he servod 
the Mountail1ffl'S as a""""'· Hummell was the team's captaill hi senior season. 

Hummell tolalod 1,137 poinlS in his WVU car=, placing him sevcnlh in school annals II the lime his c=er 
ended in 1970. he was an adepl ti-cc lhrow "'°"""• hilling II an 80.7 clip for his careet. Hummell - who had 
14 games of 20or mon, points was sclce1cd to the 1966-75 all-time WVU hoop team. 

Bob Gain (Athlete • 1940s) 

Bob G.in (Weir High School.Class of 1947). An all-time great on the high school, 
college and profcss,ooal levels, he started his football carocr for the Red Riden and 
twice earned firSI tcam AII-OVAChonorsas a lineman and washonon:d on the 1946AII
W.Va selections. 

In 1969, he was selectod as a 'Modem ER' defensive 11elde on an All-Tune Ohio 
Valley fOOlball learn selec1ed by The ln1elligencer newspaper. In 2005, he was honooed 
on an All-Tune W.Va. lugh school learn ,eleclod by The Fairmon1 Tunes newspaper. 

At Weir High, hew.., the largest all-slall: honoree 116-2. 210-pounds and was•~ 
way 11elde as well a, handl111g punting and ltickoff dllties. His I~ coach Carl Hamill 
never singled oul his beSI Red Rider football product but alwoys Slalted his list wilh Gain.• four,year slarter 
and his most honotcd prw~. 

Gain is regarded as the gn:atest lineman in Unive,.il)' of Kentucky, '"'1erc he was a thm,-time AII
Soulhc:astem Conference honon,e and a ~time tint learn All-America ct.Jice in 1949 and 1950.Asa liC'fl· 
ior, he won the Oudand Trophy as the nation's outmncling lineman, the firSI from the SEC so honored, and 
ono of roly IWO from !ho Ohio Valley. The olher Outland Trophy honoree was !he Unim,iiy of Iowa•• Calvin 
Jones from Steubenville High Playing for the legl:IHW)' l'lwl "Bear" Bryant &I Kenlucky, the Wildcats wer< 
33-10-2 in G11n's four """'"5 and he was co-aptain of the 10-1 n:cord tum dw upset natiooal champion 
Oklahoma in the 1951 Supr Bowl. Gain was the No. S choice - the highest evor for an OVAC llhlm - in 
the fim round of lhe 195 I NFL Dcaft by !he Green Bay Pac;ke,., However, he opted for Onawa in lhe CFL 
before starting 1 12-year NFL career with the Clevcland Browns. The five-time PIO Bowler was a swter 011 

lhree NFL championship= under legendary coach Paul Brown in 1954. 1955 and 1964. 
The Clevoland ua 1<siden1 has been induc~ into seven Halls of Fame - College Food>all, W.51 Virginia 

Spons, UPl'C' Oluo Valley Dapper Dan, University of KenlUCky. Cleveland and Akron Halls and C leveland 
Browru' Leg<nds Hall. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete - t9SOs) 

l.,1 l'lllr0111 (Bellaue H,gh School.Class of 1956). For SO y..,., Pattone wos the all
lime leading~ scorer in BigReds'hiSlor)' wilh 1,842 poinlS in threeseasons. H• led 
Bel~ High to Ihm: sir.iglu seClional tides wilh won-loot nwks of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averqing 23.5,26.7 and 32.9 poinlSpe,game eoc:h .....,.., H1s27.I poinl °"'"' 
average remains a school record. 

The ~ume first learn AII-OVAC honoree, and an All-Ohio firSI tcam honor<e by 
The Associated~ as a senior. he wa.s a scoring machine with 57 ~ games over 
20 poinlS, including all 23 as a senior. and he had 21 straighl games in which he sccred 
11 leu 20 poinlS. 

He lo\lhed 54 po111ts twice in a game in 19S6, including his final game while playing wilh an injured led 
against MU'tins Faty in lh,:district LOwnamcnt title game. Fcny ~vailcd, 91-87. while .surviving a limping 
Patrone's heroics. Earlier, against a Bridgeport ...,,. fcal\l.ring Basktlbell and OVAC Hall of Farner John 
Havlicel<. he convoncd 25 goals. Hi, 299 goals in a season remains a S<hool standard. 

After a brief stay at Ohio St4t<, the stoc:ky 6-0 guw enrolled ar West Virginia Univcnily in 1957 and led 
the 1958 fmhman twn in S<oring wilha 20-point norm.A member of the 1959 NCM runner-up tcam led by 
All American Jeny Wes,, he was second to Wes, in 1960 tum S<oring with• 142 per game norm and was 
named u, lhree all-u,un,m-,t reams: NCAA n:giooal, Soulhem Conr.,.,_ and Universi1y of Ken1ucky. A 
V1tg1ni1 sponswrilCr described tum as "good enough to be cocky and cocky enough to be good." 

As a senior, he was a thin! tum All-America honOTee by Helm, Foundation. He ended his c:an:er wilh I .021 
points - then sevcnlh beSI in WVU histo<y. 

Alter graduation. he 1>ught and coached five seasons II Wintcnville High School when: his firSI 1969 tcom 
wenl 14-4 and 1972 learn was 16-4. Aftcr miring. he r<loellod to his eurrcnt home in Florida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 1960s) 

H,ury W'W<Jn (Steubenville High School, Class of 1963). This former Big Rod star 
nutks wilh the elii, running backs in OVAC hislOI)'. 

His gridiron can:cr at S~benville was nothing sllOfl of spec<acular. His abilil)' to 
cany the football took him to a ,tarring role II the Univer>ily of Nebniska and • lhort 
Slinl wilh du: NFL's Philadelphia Eaglc.s. 

The S ft. 11, 190-poundor was also a safely and kick r<tumor for Big Red, bu1 
rushing lhe food>all is what Wilson dul best. 

He camed the Big Red u, a 9-1 mart his senior season. a campaign in which !he 
Jeff...on Counl)' charges pockCfod • prized 14-& win over heralded Massillon. Wilson 
poced the Ohio Valley in both nishing y..-ds and S<oring wilh 1,75(, infantry stripes and 23 touchdown,. The 
former standard is a modem day school r<eonl for a 10-game <ampaign. 

His achievements gamm,d him Ohio "Back of the Year'' designation by bolh the AP and UPI in Class AA. 
which was Ille largest cl4SS back lhen. He was named first twn all,Ohio and I Scholasuc Coach All-American. 
Wilson was almoSI as dominating lus ,JWUot year. The "S~ubenvillc Stompcr" rushed fo,- l .S86 yan!s and 
scon:d 21 touchdowns and 168 points in 10 games He was selce1cd rttS1 learn al,-Ohio by AP u a safe1y while 
also earning all-OVAC and all-Valley laurels. 

Wilson - who wu also nicknamed "Lighlhone" - enpyed a sp>!lcling c,,n:er at Ndnska. He led the 
Com.hu.skm in rushing his junior and smiot seasons. finishing his caR:ct with 1.702 yardi and• stellar SD per 
ca,ry average. 

He was named unanimous all-Big Eigh1 a, a ,cnior and honoroble mention All-America by UPI. He has the 
dislinetion of playing in lhree m.tjor bo11,I games -Colton. Orange and Sugar. 

Af1cr his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selOCl<d in the lhird round of the 1967 NA. draft by lhc 
Eagles. He spen1 lhree yem wilh the learn as a backup niruung back and ktck rerumer 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 1970s) 

Brvc, Smitlr (Martins Feny High School, Cl..., of 1976). He is at lhc top of du: liSI 
when it comes to dis~ running as a four-time Otuo swe ctwnpioo who.set countless 
meet, volley and school r<eonls along the way. 

In c:tOU counuy, Smith was a tMe-bme All-Ohioan (1973, ·74 and '75). caprunng 
ftrSI place III lhe...,. meel in both his junior (9:43.01 and senior (9:33.4) seasons after 
pla<ing ,cvenlh ( 10:0S D) as• ,ophom01<, His time in 1975 was the Slale roc<>nl II the 
time. 

As both a junior and senior. he also f111ished firs! in !ho seetional. distriCI. OVAC and 
llelmonl Counl)' meets and finishod Wldekal,d bo<h years. A5 a sophomore, he was 
second in the ,ectional, district and oounl)' meet and lhird in !ho OVAC. 

He wa, a thm,-lime AII-EaSICm District and All-Valley honoree in cross CXIW\11)' a, .... 11. 
In llllCk, Smilh earned All-Ohio smrus iwo times (l97S, '76), wiMing du: Slat, championship in the IWO

mile run boch years. He posled a time of 9:11 ., asa senior after winning in 9·3 1.1 as a junior. He also placed 
sevonlh II the Sia~ even, as a sophomore (9:39.9). 

He finished first in the sectional and distnct meets all Ihm, yea,s, winning the counl)' even1 iw,ce and 
finishing as runner-up once In OVAC meets, he won lhe OVAC one-mile nm and fimshed lhird in the 880-
yard run as a senior; and caprurod the rwo-nule run as both a sophomoo, andJun>or 

Smilh gameredAII-E.utem District and All-Valley laurels Ihm, times tn llllCk, 
In the two sports II Martins Fer,y. Smilh was part of four undefeolcd =· lhree ,ectiooal and district 

championship t=ns, one OVAC championship teom and Ihm: OVAC numcr-up !cams. 
Smith was also • long-time competitor m most area road races. including several year,. as the top local 

runner in the Elby's Distance Race (now du: Ogden 20K Classie). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker {Athlete. t980s) 

Wendy Bour (East Liverpool High School, Class o( 1989). A two-sport swidout (or 
the l,ady Poaers, excelling in bo<h bukctboll and ,ol'lball. 

On the CO<Ut, ,he was a four-year varsity pcrfonncr, becoming lhe fin, player in 
school history to exceed 1.000""""' poinu, fmi.tiing with 1,127 tallies. As a ,eruor, 
,he avenged 21.S point, per game. Baker also excelled defensively, posting 291 career 
steals including 135 as a senior. 

As a seruor. she wa, a second IUffl all-Ohio Division I selection who was ,elected to 
play in the McDooald's All-Sw Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A, 
District S. Division I and All.COiumbiana County"Playerofthe Year''. She was also an 
All-OVAC aJki All-Eastern District firSt team choia: a.s a junior and an all-District honorable mention 
pick as a sophomore. 

On the diamond, Baker's career pi~hing number> included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and .400-plus 
batting average. Her senior sea.son mambers included a lof\y .477 avenge along wilh some jmpressive 
pi~hing numbers - 19 victories, 117 stril:couts and a 0.54 E.RA. She baned .4&3 as a junior with 32 RBI 
and had 109 pitching wins. rogistfflng 109 strikeouts and a 1.n ERA. As a sophomoro, shc hit .422. 

BaJu:r•s ~ftball all-Wr honorS included two-time All-Ohio {first team as a senior, second team as a 
jimior): and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A. 

She lltCnded Wheeling College and played basketball for two ,easons, ,coring 882 poinu and posting 182 
steals during lhat time. She gained first IUffl AII-Wcst Virginia Jntett01legiate Athletic Conference honors as 
a sophomoro aficr gaining honorable mention as a fr<5hmlln. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete -1990s) 

J•ff Sned,,u (Buckeye Trail High School, Class or 1995). He put up lofty 
numbers durin~ hi, four-year gridiron ..-r, culminating in his selection os lhe AP 
All-Ohio Division V Offensive Player or dle Year and finishing as runner-up in the 
voting for Ohio's ''Mr Football" awan:I following his senior season. 

A 6 II. 3, 210-pound four-year letttnnan II quartetback and linebacker for lhe 
Warriors. he racked up 7.000 yards offensivcl1 and rcgistcffd 673 tad<lcs on defense. 
He also earned ,econd IUffl All-Ohio follow,ng his sophomore and junior years and I 
was a throe-time All-Eastern District and AII-OVAC selection. 

As a ,enior. he led Tfflll to its fint and only OHSAA playoff ..,.,..,.... (lhe 
Waniors finished with an 11-2 ovctall record, winning two games beforo losing in the 
Division V stale semifinals to Wellsville). Thll year, he pas!<d for wh.u was lhen a school rocord 1,769 yards 
while rushing for 1.621 yards (or a combined IOlal of 3.390 yards He ponicipated in 212 defensive stop5 as 
a scruor 

Snedegar was also a three-year leHl!:nnan tn ba$kctball (he didn"t play as a junior). finishing fourth on 
Trail's all-time ,coring list with 834 points and third in career rebounding wilh 561 He averaged 16.l 
points pe'T game as a senior, cuni:ng special mention AP All-Ohio as well as first team At I-Eastern District 
andAll,OVAC. 

1lle 2000 Buckeye Trail HaJt of Fame indlJCtee went on to a s1eHar career a1 the University or Kentucky 
(1996-99), earning four lettcn as an outsulc: lineboclter.A5 a fmhman, he had42 tackles, s181'1Cd throe games 
and was named lhc outstanding special teams' player and he followed that up with 97 tackles as a SOJ)il<>
morc. Snedepr had 63 tackles and four 50<ks as a jwuor,helping Kentucky to an Outback Bowl berth whcro 
he ..corded 11 tackles ,n a loss to PcM State University. In his ffoal r-at UK, he had 14 tackles, rour ,acks 
and two U\tetcepClOns, carnmg lum defensive MVP honors. He was selectt:d to the All-Souaheasl Conferonce 
squad and was named to lhe All-American fom, Foolboll Team by Successful Farming Magmnc 

Snedepr was signed by lhe Miami Dolpruns of lhe NFL in 2000 as an unchfled tree agent. 

Class 
of 

2007 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Nick Redway (Media) 

Nid lledwo1 (Wbccliog Ctntral Higj, School. Class of t 9Sa). One of 11w: .,..., molt 
vcrg&ilc and prolific newspaper s:poru jouma]ists ro, five deades, he ha boeri on th£- scene fot 
numm:,us OVAC events 1incc J960. 

Aftct anendills Welt Looeny Swe College fonme ye,,. lie jo;ood the Wheeling News-Regis,,, 
a.s ac;opyboy tD 1960. utct tlwycar, he joined Tht lnlclligcnccr mil.as asportswritcf Ia 1967. 
Bodway joined the News-Register NJThcadcd by Bi.D Van Home and wu: prornoced 10 Aw;;v;iate 
Sports Ednor in 1971. Redway became N-R Sports Editor in 1995 and wa., twned l!>ecutivo 
Sports Ed.i,or oflhc lntctri,gcncrt/Ncws-Rtgisttt in 2.000. a position he held until he min:d in 
200S He au<hored daily and Suoday .....,.,..,.,. <Olumns entitled "Ni,;k'• Notebook" and also 
wrote column., on aru gotf. bowling, college sports, oucdoon .aad the Wlm:Jin&; NaHcn' hockey 
1nm. The OVAC media gu.idc was dcdicalcd 10 Bedway in 1999, He scned u w-publicity dim:tot"of the OVAC Rudy 
Mumloy All.SwGamc from its inooptioo in l9'72until l990. Bodway alsosmedu lheOVACSWtdings'swistkian in 
fOOlball, boY1 and girl, basl<etball and b&Kball for"'°"' !hon 25 Y<"'· 

Bodway ,ctVed °"" tem, in I 9'n u president of lhe W. VL Spotts Writers Associalion and n:ceiV<d lhe Gone 
Mor.:housc Award d'I 1990 from the orzanimioo He- was induc\c:d inlO the Ogden Ncwspapm 20K Cla.,s.ic Kall of Fame 
in 2006 and the Media Wing of the Ohio Buchal) HJ,11 of Fame in 1996. Ht twice was selected 10 xtVc as the HoMra,y 
Ref...., for the W Va. Super Su Class AA swe <hampioosltip f004l>olt pme, held II Wheeting lstond Stadium 

Bedway ...., lhe maugural r<etpient of the Falher Jolin Lester Aww for a lifetime of support to local spon, and youlh 
of the 01uo Volley and ...:eived 11w: Spirit uod l..eade,wp Awan! from the Ufll<T Ohio Volley Dapper Dan Club lie also 
tw. reuived awards. from lM Wheeling Soccct Associ.ation, Alleghtfly MounWZI OlSU'K1 U, S. Tennis As5octaiion, 
Wbeeling l'os< I American Legion BuebaJI Tearn,Ogtebay Parle Mos,"s Golf Club, and lhe Oluo Vallq Golf AJ>oeiatioo 
A pas, rnembeJ of the Whoehog Holl of Fame Committc< and CU!fflll member of the OVAC Hall or Fame C<l,nrnin,c, 
Bed.way ■Jso is Etivc wilh lhc Wbccling Liew Oub and tta:i"¥ed, in 2005. the Leonard Jarrett Awai,i, the highest Liooi 
-bestowed., w.., V,rginia. Cum:nUy lhe chaj>le<secmuy and Boanlof Di=to,s'mcmbcr,loe hasson-ed as medla 
t<lation, director, chaplet pre,001. font vic<-presodoot wl Tait l'wtslef. Mmied 45 ye;n to lhe fonn<T Judy lulona. the 
Bcdw&)'J had (04,U' dill-n and have ii~ pndchillftn. 

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete • t980s) 

Dcnrti, S.....,;,,r,n (Marlins Fcny High School, Class of 19&2). He earned 10 
varsity lcttas in tour sports, making his biggest rrwts in football and basketball. 

In football, he was a three-year letterman as starting quarterback/defensive back, 
amassing 1.6 I 6 yards passin_g and 890 yards rushing while leading lhe l'Yrple Riders 
to a combined 21-9 n,cord, including as~ 10-0 nu,rk in his sophomore ,eason, 
Ferr,,'s first perfect ,_rd in 20 yurs. On defense. he was en:dited wilh 125 tackles 
and bad 11 pa.ss inlCTl;Cptiom. He wu a two-time. first ~ AP All-Ohio □ass AA 
defensive back. earning second team all-stat honors rrom UPI both yurs as well. He 
also garnered lint 1Um AII-OVAC Class AAA, AII-EaSlem [);strict Class AA and All
Valley hol1()r'$ twice. Following his senior season. Swearingen was named a 
~3~ ~A~=~f~~hio Valley Dapper Dan Oub special honoree and panicipated in 

In basketball, iwearingen wa.s a three-year swter and 1,000..poinl career scorer and he was a key mem
ber of Ferty's squad whic6 pos,ed a 20-S - and advanced lo lhe Ohio Class AA regional finals in Alhens 
in 1982. Sooring 14.7 points per game as aseruor, he wu named first team All-OVAC Class AAA (captain) , 
All-District 12 and All-Val~ as well as sec-0nd IUffl All-Eastern District Class AA. He played in bolh lhe 

~~ ~ :;.1,!Ml~~.::m ~ til'."~iri~ft".!'o~~~n~~ingi~'~ ~ :;i 
lhird team All-Valley. 

Swearingen also was a lhree-ycar letlCfflWI in baseball, earning All-OVAC Class AAA honors twice. He 
also lettered in ttack as a senKM'. 

Swearingen went on to a st.ellar four'.)'e&r football c:aroer at Ohio University. graduating in 1986 and posi• 
tiorung himself in the to_p five on lhe Bobcats' all-time passinJ list in 10 calejori<S (tlllougj\ 2005). He is 
second in pass atte~ ,n a~ (57) and ,eason (3&3): third m pass cornpleuons for a game (31) and sea
son (19S) as well as TO passes for• ,eason (13): (...,th in yards pa!$ing for a game (35Sl, ,eason (2.056) 
and career (3.267) as well"' pass at1empts (569) and completions (312) for a car.er, and fillh in career pa,s• 
ing yards (3,267). 

Bill West (Athlete. t990s) 

Bi/11 We,t (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made his biggest 
impact on lhe football field, earning All-Ohio honors throe times, including twice as a 
first learn seledion, 

West also was a throe-time All,OVAC selection (1990. '91 and '92) and a tru'e<>-bme 
All-Eastern District pick (fin, team in '91 and '92. second team in '90). Ho also par
ticipated in lhe Rudy Mumley/OVAC Charity All-Stat Football Classic following his 
senior season. 

After starting as a freshman at Bucuye North, when: he rushed for 900 yards dcspiLe 
nussing two-pl LIS games due to injury, he put up some ultra•imprcssive nwnbers at lhe 
newly-consolidated Bucuye Local High School. 

He finished wilh what still stands as a ,chool-roconl 4,658 yards, 1ncludmg a single-season effort on ,146 
yards as a senior. He also had 1,719 yards as a junior and 1.093 as a sophomore He also owns six oflhe top 
seven individual game rushing records at Buckeye Local, headed by a wru,pp,ng 335-yard game against 
Marlins Ferry in 1991 (,econd all-time). 

West scored 352 points on the gridiron, including I 52 in his final season. 
During his throe years wilh the Panlhers, lhe team compiled a 28-4 combined record (9-2 in 1990.10-1 in 

1991 and 9-1 m 1992).mal<ing the playoffs twice and nanowly missing on a third. 
Wcst also lettered throe years in track and two in basketball for the Panlhers. 
He was a four,ycar lectennan at the Univmity or Pittsburgh. starting for throe years and earning All-Big 

East "Offensive Player of lhe Year'' honors as a sophomore (1994) after ropl11C111g All-Ammcan lailba<k 
Curtis Martin in game two and rushing for l .358 yards, fiflh on lhe all-time single-,eason rushmg hst A 
Panlher tn-cap(Oin as• seruor. West finished as lhe school's fOUlth all-time leading rusher wilh 2.803 yards. 

Donna Joseph covAc 'Family') 

Do•'"' Jouph (Shady>ide High School, Class or 1964). A leader in lhe OVAC 
track and cross country community for three~. she also coached girl• tn<k and 
boys and girb cross country at alma mater Shadyside High School from l983-9S. 

A regis.tered uack and cros.s. country official for 30 years. she slal'ted working Cal 
Gfff"in OVAC Tracie Meets in the early 1970s and continues[() serve as director or 
lhe Class A-AA meet, a position sbc swted in lhe mid-1980s. 

ShecurrenOy is chairperson oflhe OVACTrackCommittce with over IS years on 
lhe boatd and is c:o-chaitpen<>n of lhe OVAC Cross Country Committee with over 
20 years of service with the group. 

A n:cipient, along wilh husband B~h Joseph, of lhc Cal Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she also 
has been active with lhe Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches. 

She is presently the ,ecrctJ>ry and membership chairperson of lhe OAT&CCC and ,ervc, on lhe 
Ex.ecutive Board or che statewide organil.&tion. DoMa and Bu~h handle the ~gistralion for the annual 
uack clinic anendcd by an estimo1ed 1,700 coaches. 

She served u Meet Manager (or lhe Midwcst Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted lhe event at Ohio 
Wesleyan College and also served as Ohio coach when the mut was con1ested in Indianapolis. Ind. 1be 
Josephs wen, awarded lhe Ed Barket Award Ibis year from the OAT&CCC. 

Besides track and cross country, Donna aJso has served on the committees and worked the annual Sam 
Mumley OVAC Ba,kctball All-Stat games and the Rudy Mwnley OVAC Football All-Star games. She 
also assisted wilh the OVAC Volleyball Toumamenu and team 5Wldings. The 1964 Shadyside High 
gnd.1.1..icc.,-ned her degree from Ohto State University in 1968 and her ma.stet's degree in 1983 from Ohio 
Univcrsily. She was a mathematics instructor ti Shadyside from 1968-98. 

Earl Klevins (Officials) 

Eu! Kl,,,i,u (Warwood High School, Class or 19:14). One of lhe Ohio Vallq"s most 
promincnl football and buke1ba.ll offici-1s during• )S,yea, career from 1938 IO 197). 

Klcvtns anendcd Wheeling High Sthool for one and a hall yean btfo~ trusferring to 
w.,..,_.ood High, from which he 11'ld1.1Jted in 19)4. He played h.igh school bask.c-tball at both 
school,, 

Earl at1eadcd Bclhany College wher< he played fOO!ball and basketball along with com• 
peting in tnck under legendary coach John Knight. 

Klevins officiated in hi1 rim bukd.ba.11 pme in 1938 at the Madison gymnasium. The 
oppol'ldU on that occasion were Wheeling High and Bridgeport and his officiating partner 
was a.nothct OVAC Hall of Fame member. lhc late Walter He-ii. Thil'ly-fivc ycatt Wet when he hung up his 
whistle. Kl,vins bod offici1tod in more lhan l)OO basketball games and S70 football games on lhc high school and 
collegiale level 

Along with serving as an OVAC official, Kl~ins olfteiatcd games. in O,e Southern C.anference, the West Virginia 
In1crcollegiatc Athletic Confe~ntc and ll many other colleges in the tri-sllle: ara, 

He also played professionally wilh lhc Wheoling e•- baslu;tball ,...,. and WIS • lonf-timc participant .. local 
independent Je>iue, and tounwncnts. 

Klevins was, k>ng•time st.ando1,11 on &he arc.a imnis coW11, winning many locaJ, ttgiOft&I and Galional r.ouma
ments. ln 197S, Cart and his partner won the United Sutes national doubles Litle in the 7S-and up~ brad:rt. The 
~nt was held in Mytt]c Beach, SC. At a,gc 4S, he won the WcS1 Virginia swc singles U\te and teamed with 
the btc: Loran Mercer (OT doubles honors in chc:ir age group. Earl also won numerous Ogtebay Parle: Tennis Cl1,1b 
championships lhrough his mid-8'n at which time ht r'eUred from competitive tennis. 

The comminee for lhe Samuel A Mwnlcy OVAC Buketball Oas.sic presented Klevins with the R.obel'I .. Bobby" 
Dawson Officials Award, f..N'I and h.is wi(c Lucy have been married for more lhan 70 year,. 'They raised lhtte 
cltildrat Earl Ir .. Judy and Robon. They toa .. i,,.,, blnsed with fot1t gandchildrat and five,,.... gnndchildneo. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coaches) 

S..,, A..,, (Who<ling H;gh School, 0... of 1~8). The MM;ngcsl <00<:h ;n ()h;o Valley 
ltigh ,chool ~• basl<clball hisiory >nth 611 MIIS OV<f a 39-y,a, cat<el'. Andy surpass<d a 
"""'11 S<l by charter OVAC Hall of fame inductoe Richard L. -Dick" Pons 

Andy's head <00<:hing CIAlef included lWO SC&S<XIS ll mz,ysbwg (0.) mgh School (1964-
1966), sevm y,a,s al Whccling High School (1969-1976) and the last 30 ,.can ll Wheeling 
Park High School ( 1976-2006) 

Seconcl all-time fM victories in W~1 VirJ,inia's big school ctus, Andy's icarru WCN1 three 
a ... MA Slalc clwnp,oruhips ( 1976 ll Wheeling High, 1980 and I 995 It Wheeling Park). 
The 199l s1a1c fnw WIS - or the .,..,oral>le champ-p ,..,.. in W,Va. boys' ba>kc:tb.il 
hislOI)' as Andy"s Palriots defeated Beckley Woodrow Wilson 99-96 i:n a tripte-ow:nime nw• 

- · He also had ooe Olh<r Paino< squad fu,is~ as the slal< runn,r,up (1997) and four scmifinabll,...,, (19'8. 1990. 
1998 and 2000). Andy coached in 922gamcs &Dd his clubs c11pc:riaK-cd only lhrcc- losing ICUOftl. Undc:rhis clin:ction, 
Wheeling High and Wh«ling Put qualified (or an OVAC record 20 state tow'rlamfflts. In 37 ye.an .at the- two Ohio 
Count)' schools.Andy produced ll sccuonal champ1onshjp t.cams,28 Reg;oo One litlbu. and si~ Ohio Valley Athletic 
Cc:m.fen:nc:e diV1slOO pennant winncn. 

Through mosc of his CatWS', the Wheeling Wt~ IU\d P.rt Patnou dorninaed thelf' rivals in I.be c:onf~. win,. 
ning 78 percent oftheir pmes apins1 OVAC oppo,,e<IU. They also IMUally pla)<d a sch<dule Iha! included many of 
lhe ,op bukctball po wen m lhe slalc. Andy coached fou, Wcs1 V1JK1ma Player ol lhe Yoar ,tanclcou and had ll play
ers cam coUt>~ K:holusJups. including several Divisk>n I slalwaru 

He'""°' wa, llooo!od a, the OVAC Coach of the Year (1976and 199S). In 2004. ho w15 ,cloctcd a, the Uppcr()h;o 
Valley Dapper Dan Club'• Co-Man of lhc Year aloog >nth Moorot Central Coad, by c;.-.. I• 2007 ho was the 
rcc;p;,,,1 of the Earl Habcnield Coaches' Award pmcnled by the commi""° di""1ing the annual Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC Basketball Classic. A 19'8 g,>duaie of Wha:ling H;gh School, Andy grodua!ed from West Ubcny Sia!< 
College m 1963. He wa, 1 basketball ,tar1cr and lct1Crmln .. both S<hools. 

Joe Fortunato (Athlete. 1940s> 

Jo, Fam,,.,,,,, (Mingo High School. Class of 1943). A nine-time lettetv,inncr in 
three sports at Mingo (football, boskctball and baoeball), he ,.. .. an All-Ohio Valley 
Athletic Confer,:ncc peifonncr as a football and basketball playtt. 

Fortun.ato enrolled at Virginia Military Institute, but transferred 10 Mississippi State 
when tile Keydcu· head ,:oach Slick M0t10n acccpccd tho job wilh thc Bulldog,. Al 
MisS.i5$ippi St.ate:. Fortunato ~amc an All-Southeastern Conference fullback-Jine
backer. 

The honorable mention All-America performer led Mississippi State in rushing and 
lwl a game high of 169 yuds agaillSI Nor1h To•as Swe. 

Highlighl or his collegiate career oc~ when tho Bulldogs dofealod national clwnp1on Tonnesoee 7-
0. Volun-.· Coach Gcncnl T()m Neyland prus"1 Fortunato alter the game by camng him one of tho 
gmu:est players his teams at Tennes.soe had ever faced. 

Fortwwo was dt3ftcd in tile .,vcnth round by lho Chicago Bear.;, but played one season in tho Canadian 
l.e>gue befor,: ,;going with lho National Foolball l..taguo team. 

Ho ,wtcdat lincbackor for 12 sca50J\S (1955-1966) with the "Monsters of tho Midway" and was named 
first team All-Pro thrce tml05 along wilh being selected for the Pro Bowl on five occa,ions The defensive 
captain of the llear.i was also captain of thc la.st Pro Bowl team coached by the legendary Vince Lomberdi. 

After his playing c.,..,,, FO<IUnalo spent two sca50J\S on lho Bears' staff, coaching the lincbocken one 
year and thcr, 5CfV'ing as dcf~iv,; f;OOrdJDaior th,: OC:.lt year. 

RirlunOlo olso i, the only Oluo Valley alhlete 1(1 be selected to the Nabonal ltaHan Amencan Spo,u Hall 
of Fame He was tho leading vo<e-gener in The !ntelli~n,,r:r·, 1970 All-lime Ohio Valley Team, which 
wao selected by a vote of lho area sports fans 

Foctunato olso is • member or lho Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall or Fame. 

John Reger (Athlete. 1950s) 

JoJrn R<K<r (Linsly High School. Cius of 1950). This all,OVAC honoree in foo<Nll 
and buk<tball was inducted in10 thc Whc:cl;ng City Hall ofFame in 1998. 

Rcgc:r's. football achicvcrncnu were remarkable considc-ri,,& &hat he was less lhan siJ1.
fcct tall and weighodju.c 125 pounds when he began competing u a ltiJ)i school athle1<, 
but he: had mOt'C impo.unt attributes such as a huge, compclitive heart and lhe detmni
nation or• youth twice his ,ize. He played fullback and linebacker 111 Linsly and captained 
lhc 1949 Cadet squad that lost jwt one game: ta Triadclphi.l (20-19) ;,, wll111 ,.,.. tegatd
od as !he mosl n,emorablc high school foocball contest played during 11!111 ffl 11 Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Rc:gcr went on to the University or Pittsbul'gh OT\ a f"<>otMII schola.rsh.ip and his (n::shl'IW\ Ltam in 1950 wen.t 
unde(e~. After j\lsl duff var,.ity games the foUowing year, his collegiate career was ended by a knee injury. 
Thi: Wheeling native returned home and was woridng in a gasoline station when his fonner high school coach, 
Eu Rine, unngcd a tryout for him wilh the Pimburgh Stcclcn even thwgh he had not played foOlball in thn,c 
years. Dis.playing the umc grit and dctctmitWion he had shown in hi:gh school, Reger opened the J99S season 
as one of"lhc Stcctm' swting lincbackcn. During his nine scasoru in Pittsburgh. Reger cwncd three Pro Bowl 
invitations. He became i;aptain or the Steelers defensive unit and wu voted as the team's MVP during the 1959 
season. Reger played in his fint Pro Bowl in 1960 and made two more •~cs in 1961 and 1962 

He su.staincd a life-thrc&leniti& and near career-ending injury durin,: hiJ final season in Piusburgh during a 
game aga2nst the E.agles at Franklin Field in Philadelphia. Reger was hit in lhc head and had a spasm in his throat 
1h11 cut off &ir. Fortunately. the .-nb\Llanc:e they S,Cnt for included 01ygen and he was revived. Following that 
harrowing incident, tvcry acam in the NA. was requited 10 have DJt)'gcn on the sidelines. 

Reger was placed on waivers by the SIMI en prior to lhc swt of dte regular season in 1964 and he wu picked 
\IP by the Washington Reds.kins, for whom he played thn::c more ye.an bc:fon: rctirirtg. Ovctall, he played 12 sea
sons in the NR... 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlet,. 1%0sJ 

Rai,m 'Bo' Mt<:ONtOUlhJ (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 1966). He wv a 
two-spon phcnom f« lhe Maroon Knighe iri the mid 19'60$, staning in bulcc:lball and base
ball. 

M~onn1u,1.ghy was a four-year ldtmnan in both $pOfCS. gaining fint-tc.am all-state hon
ors in bucball as a Knior. That same yw he gamCl<d second-twn all-West Vuzinia lalJ. 
n:ls in hoops after helping tcai the Maroon Knights to the Wat Vuginia Cathotie 
Tournament title. 

In baseball, McO,nnaughy is ainsHlcr..l one of Ille bc:51 shoruu,ps the Ohio Valley pr<p 
"""'5 has e.., produced. He went on tD star 111 Wcst Libcfty State College in boch spon,. 

In 1970, McCoonaug1'y WU named fint-tum all-WVIAC as a >hortslOp and sllonly 
d,.,..J\er ,ignod a professional contract wilh Ille Baltimote Oriole,. A yea, p,eviou.ly, he was dBfted by die 
Cincinnati Reds U'I the 24th round, five t0u.nds ahead or Ken Griffey, Sr. 

He sptl\t three years in lhe Orioles· fann system be(o~ ~turning home and starring (or the Warwood Reds or 
Ille Ohio Valley Bucball League. 

Bo was a sccond•tcam an-conference selection as I scniOf ror lhc Hilltoppcn' hoop 1eam. 
McConnaughy hu mainwncd Im r,:laliomlup >nlll Wc:51 Llbcrty, finishing up lti• 2$th yea al the Hill!OppCn' 

ba,cball helm. 
He hu accumula!cd more dun 500 wins al his ■Ima mater IO go with five coo(CR:noc crovms and a beflh ill lhc 

1990 NAIA World Series McConnaughy led the Bl1<k & Gold to lhe;r t,rst,evo, NCAA Regional Playoffs in 
1998 

McConnaur;hy wasclc<todtolhe Wcst l..ibcfty Swc College Hall of Fame in 198&.He llas been nunod WVIAC 
Coach-of-The-Year on foLlt occasions 

111 addition 10 baseball. ht has coached foochall, track and mcn•s 1t1d women's bask<:tball II West Liberty. He is 
cum:ntly tn charge of &he WLSC lnnmunals Program 

Bill Hinegardner (Coaches) 

Bill H...,.,..., (Meadow Bri<I&< High School, Class of 1960). Rcl'<md 10 by the: la!, Bill 
Van Home u W.Va. W!Hlling'• "Mao of Olaracla," Hincpnlncr l<OCived his bochelor't degroe 
from Concord Collcp in 1965 and-•• degroe from w ... Vuginia Uru~ty m 1961. The 
former Coocord bukctbell and ba$cball play<, entcr<d the: Maishall Co.nty School Sys,cm as• 
malhcmalic, tacher m the 1964-65 ,chool )'QI', He .....d u&n IWJllnl coo<h in -I and 
loo<ball II Moondsvillc Hip, Coe llu« ycan bclo,e wing ov.r lhc bead WTfflliog position when 
the: oonsolidalOd John MaJsball Higll School opcocd i1> doon a1 lhc ovuct or the: 1961.@ school 
year. Ourini his 14 yan: u be.ad COll!b, the Monardl propam became one of 1hc most suca::u
M., the OVAC and Ibo in the:...,. o!Wttt Vuginia.Hincprdncr's lnmS won four W. Va.Ow 
AAA chlmpiooships (Im, 1973, 1974 and 1979). The Monan:lls ,_.,. also """""""l' four 
limes and finished low<r than sislll plac< ooly once in the: W. V.. Swe Toumameso. The Roo Ma.ck OVAC w=, 
Toumamenlsaw Hincprdoet',Jol>oMmlLlllpowemou,cs tau lhc:ov""'11 lelffl titlc fouttllnes (Im, '73, '74, '77) and 
fin;,h - five time,. The M-"' also camod five OVAC Class 4-A titlo, and cmcrecd as Class 4-A Dual Meet wu,. 
om five times. From Deoembor or 1971 through Decombc, o£ 1976, Hillcprdncr's wmtlm W<nl through 41 "11igllt 
dual maichcs >nlhoul a defeal. His ownll dual meet record.,., 133-29-1 Hineprdn<f'• _.,. prodllccd '/IJ individ· 
uaJ SW&: champtOnS. In 1996, he was I member or the we Mike Linsky"sswfthat led JONI Marshall lO thew Va.Cius 
AAA loo<ball title. He seMd a, Praldcn, oc DiNCIC< o( the: W Va. Wrallin.! Cooches Auoc:., lhc: Rcpon 0oc Coaches 
Auocimjon: M.mhall CoontyCoachuAssociation; Co-Dim:torof tbe OVAC and W Va.State Tournaments; Uecutive 
8oaA! Member o£ lhc OVAC and the WVSSAC for W""'ing. H;, awards mclud< N,.,onal Wn;stling Hall of Fame 
Lifetim< Sctvioe in w=, Awan! (2004); Nllional Hir;h S<bool Coaches Auoc:lllion DiAric, l CoKh o£ the: y.., 
(1976); OVAC Cooch ol the Yca, (1974); W. Va. W=g Cooch ohbe Year (11uft times); Upper Otuo Valley Dapper 
Du A-I Awards (lWO tunes); Mr. Mil Award roe oootributionl 10 the spon of wrestling u, lhc OVAC (l91!4), 
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper DuCut R Hamm Award (2000); MoundsvilleAruJuna Clwnbcro!Commeta, Jin, Edge 
Award (1977) given /or oo!Standing wort in rcl;Jious and youlll activi1ies; and the John Manball High School Wall of 
Fame (F,m Class, 200l) Atta retiring from ManhalJ Co.nty u, 1999, Bill ...., IO wort loc the Swilmland ol Ohio 
School District II Rhff High as a Guidance Counsclo< until he rttitod in 2004, 

Don Fleming (Athlete • 1950s) 

Doll FklNiltf (Shadyside High School, Class of 19SS) The IWe>-timc AD-Ohio Valley 
Athletic Confcm,oc Ont team hono""' in football, Flemmg was captain of lhe Tigen' unde
rc&ltd ooaferenoe champions in 1954 He also pll)'ed cecne:r for lhe Shad)'sidt squad lJtll won 
an OVAC divis;.., litlc in ba>kctball. Th,s ...satile llhlcl< pla)<d., lhe Oh,o l'.all•West All, 
SW ba.w:blll came beld in Columbus and perfonned in lhe Ohio-West V111ini& An:-sw 
Football Game hold during the summr:r of I ~S II Whccbng hland Stodium Fleming wcnl on 
10 the Un1versil)' of Fklrida on a f001balt scholanhip. He -.as I lhree-year staner and a two
way end performer ror the Gatcn. He was elected captain of lhe l9S8 am \ha! played jn the 
Oalor Bowl and WIS a member or lhc AD-Southu.llcm Conf<mlCC twn Iha! same yoar. He 
w .. drafted by the Chi<qo Cardinals of the National fool ball League and lhc lloslOn PaariOls 
of the American FoocbaD I.ague. Howeva-, Plfflllng elecled 10 remain in oolCege IO eomplelC work on hil. dcgrtie Md 
play bucball . As a semor, Fleming also wa, chosen captain of lhe Florida bucball = Iha! - the SEC chlll>p,
onsllip and earned a bct1h in the NCM WlllmlmC!U, In the ,priog oF 19l9, Fleming earned I degroc a, a oonsovcuon 
mgu,ec,-. When Paul Bn1wu, --of the: Cleveland Bn>wl\$, b'ldcd for Fle,ninfs NF!.. rig~. Fleming 
bypwed si,sninc wilh 1he baseball Ballimote Orioles and declded 10 play pro(es:s1onal football. Dapice ncve-r having 
played di:fens,v~ back. he swud as a roolcie with the Browns II safety and made lhe NFLAll-Rooktt 1am in 1960. 
After his third seuor1 with lhr Browm, FlcllUng was named lo llEAll-NR.. first Learn ln lhat off•ICUOn. while WOl'k
ing on a ClC>MtNCIKN'I job building ll a bank i:n Aorida. Fleming WU, killed i:n IR eJ~"1 Keidcm. Born June l I. 
I 937, Fleming was Just 2S ,.can old ll the time or his passing. Despi1e hiving played just lhrcc seuoru willl lhe 
Browns. ho had sud, an unpoCI on lhe f.....tiise Iha! lhey named !heir prxt,oc field, Fleming F'ield, in lus houor and 
retired No. 46, which was hJS number The Urtivmily of Florida named its intramural field, Fleming F"ie)d, aad the 
Florida Alumn.i Association established an award in bis. name thal ts. given annuatly to the senior in any sport 
o.emplifying the bes1 leadmNp qualiues He also was sclec1Cd ror ioductioa 1.0&0 the Ua.ivcn.ity o(Ronda't Hall of 
fame and is a member o/ the Slal< of Florido's Athletic Hall or Fanie Shady,;dc High School rctU'cd lus nurnbcr (S9) 
and named ilS llhtw~ oomple• fknung field. 

Bob Kelley (Athlete· 1960s) 

B<>b K,lky (Wcu- High School, Class or 1961) Kelley made lho most of lus gifted 
and speedy legs 10 Cln'O hi• ni,he into the Weir High and OVAC ~ books in two 
sports. He WllS a star both Oil thc gridirun and lho tnek cinders ror the Rod Riders. 

Kelley - coached by lhe legendary Jim C&roy - rushed for 2,730 yuds and 42 
career toochdown.,. Kelley led Weir 10 a 10-1 ,eason and thc West Virginia ,tate 
clwnpiomhip in 1960. He gained 1,259 yardo that year >nlh 22 toochdowns. 

In the 40--0 rout of N;oo in the state championship game. Kelley was a one-man 
wtt:ekiog cr,:w. He tallied fourTOund passed for a fifth , 

Kelley was al,o a two-way 5tarter as a JWUO< ror the Red Riders. He wa, the scoond 
undefl:lassmcn in ,,.te history 1(1 n;ceiv<e lho Kennedy Awanl ( 19$91, bestowed each year oo lho Slate's 
promi..- prep foo<ball player, and the finl winner from the OVAC. The f,n1.1eam all-Wc:51 Vugirua and all
OVAC honoree c;apturcd lhe Wigwam and Scholasuc Magazine All-American honors as the Rod Riders we,e 
ranked 11 lh nationally. He played ;n the OVAC All-Star Game and left >nth Most Valuable Play,, IICCOlades. 

Kelley al,o made his nw1c in trac1< his senior ....... Ho established a Steel Valley League record of9.95 
5CCOllds foe thc 100-yard dash and an OVAC mee1 standard of 10, 1 ,econds a.t the same dis1ana:. 

He was voted most valwable pcrfonnc:r at the OVAC meet w~ he wort lhttc gold medals and one silver. 
He went on to WU\ fout tt:gio,Lal track titles and four more medaJs in the swc mecl, including second place in 
the 100-yard dash. 

After graduation from Weir, Kelley matriculated to ca-,,. Junior College in °"4homa, He led the Aggies 
to lhe Jl/CO champi""'hip. bcoting Bakersf,cld, 2&-20, in I game played in the Rose Bowl. Kelley led 
Cameron wilh 712 yuds oo the oea,oo, earning fust-team all-OkllhomaConfcm,oc 1Cam honors. Hew .. al,o 
horlorod oo the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundatioo All-American temn as• first•leam hallba<k. 

He lllOr attended Clkahoma State and Colorado. bul was ,idelinod due tD in.)Uries. 

Gene Cattane (Athlete • 1970s> 

c,.,c_,,, (SI. Clairmllc High School,O... of 1977~ Clltanc pul together an imp,.._ 
sive (our-year career an the- diamond u a lhonslOp and p•ICher for the Red Devils. 

Some 30 years later. b.e :ltill r&l\ks in 0tuo·s 1op 10 m rNO siawacat ca1egones No. 4 on 
lht all-time cm-eerhit list with 1'12 ...SNo. 7 in RBI wil,h 14S.1n U)9vanity gamcs,Cattane•s 
.....,number, also inclododa banm& ._e of .431 >nth 127 """SC<ml,29 homt nins. 
ll triples and lS doubles ..... a p;tcher, heoompiled a 14-11 ca=r """'11. 

He: wa.s a (our-time ■II-Valley selection (second team as a freshman and fu'SI. learn the- nc•t 
dln:e years, including servitlg as captain as a senior) and he was seleatd lo participate m row 
1:Asteffl Oltio Baseball~ AD-Star Game<. Cananc was also tabbed for lhe Oltio Al~Star 
Series in Columbus,equivaleru to gaining all-.naie honon at dw lime. 

A> a ,cruor, C1Uane helped the Red Devils to lhc OVAC Class J.-A champiorwup and a 23.9 avaall rcconl, He 
banod .478 (fifth in the .ailcy) .,;d, valley-leading lotals of S4 h;u, l0 home runs, 38 RBI and JS runs scored. He 
also had four triples, si, dooblcs and 16 slOlcn bucs 0a the mound. he was ~2 wtlll • I 7) E.RA in l22 IMings. 
saiking out 71 while walking 27 and allowing JI hiu Ca1t:1ne'sjuniornumbm included a .ASS IVC1'age (fifth in the 
OVAC) with .ailey bcslS in homo runs (8) ond RBI ! 36) along wilh 40 hit,, five doubl .. , lhn,e triples and 26 rum 
SQO...d. Ai• "'l'homore, he hit .349 .,;111 .ailcy h;ghs in home runs (9) and RBI (46) along >nth 38 lti1>, foor dou
blcs. thff< triplcs ond 32 nuis SC<ml. His n.shman totals included a .449 avmge (fo<Uth in die OVAC) and valley
leading marts in hiu (40) and runs l<O!Od (34) along wtlh 10 doubl .. , three triplos, two home runs and 25 RBI 

In addilioq lO h;,, ltigh school «pto;u, Cal1anc was also • llandout Ammcan Legion player. He was ..,_. Oltio 
Am.mean Ltgioti Player of the Year in 1976 after leading Maynard ~l 666 IO a Stale ftW'ICr-up finish with 1 23 7 
m:onl, b&l1i4g .350 for lhe season including Jill in seven IOORWncnt games. He also played for mon; than 10 y..,.. 
>nth Maynanl of the Oltio Valley Baseball League and was a perennial all·star. 

Canane. indUC1ed into the St.C. HaU of Faine in 2006, died in a coal mini.ngaccident on Sc-pt.10, 19901t lhe ap 
af31. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete. 1970sl 

/OM !Aon (Brooke High School. Cius of 1976) nu, Brwn sum:d on lhr<c spon,. 
ctclung hi, raame in10 the OVAC annals as one of the premier football lmcmen and tnck 
wcighuncn ever to compc:tc 1n the con.fcrcacc. 

Leon - who was also a standout gn,pplcr Ill Brooke - was a two-way line star for 
!he powerful Bruins, camu,g a myriad of all ....- aa:oladcs. inc:luding !he 1975 Kon 
Hunt Award. going to the Lineman or the Year tn West V'i,g.nta, maktn& Lcoo the first 
OVAC wmncr of the prcsugious honor 

Leon led Brooke to 1 9-1 season en rootc to the: OVAC champ101'Uh1p 1n his Junior 
campaign bdOft: cam.mg all-conference and all-stale laurels as a senior, 1bc powerfu, 
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC AJ"!,Stat game. captaining the Mounwnccn to vicu,ry. 

He- was ,_-las 1mprc-ss1vc 1n tnck drclcs, n:writfflg the OVAC rc,;ord boob ll'I the shot pul and d1~us~ In 
Ilic 1976 SI.lie mo<l. Loon launched !he " "" ball 59-1 , bt<&l<1ng !he W Va sWldard by somo cwo feet. Tho 
l'C(:c,nj lasted rwo years bcfDTC being eclipsed by fut\lre- OlympiPI Rudy Bunes. Leon won three swc lhrow 
ing lilies. two in the ,1.hotput &nd one in the di.sew: 

Leon was also a !CN'CC on lhc nws, compiling a 48-6 n\8,lt. iu a Jun.tor and senior heavywaght 
Upon graduabon from Brooke. Leon ac:ccptcd a f-ball scholanh1p to NOii< Damo He was a three-year 

letterman ror lhc Figh&ing Irish as .a guatd. 'The Irish won 1wo Cotton Bowls and one Oalor Bowl during his 
career 11 Soutt, Bend. Af1er graduating from NOITC Dunc, he received his MD degree from West Vug1rua 
U'mvcrs11y 111 1984 

He has been a radiologJsl for 20 ycan He cs the CWTCnt prcs1dcn1 of Radiological Physicians AssocJatcs 
H• is pa$l p,cs,dcn1 of Ilic Wc,l V'itg1rua Rad1olog1c:al Socu:1y. pasl pr<Sldcnt of the Marioo Counly Modlcal 
Socicay as Wtll as pasl presidcnl or the Fairmorll Field Club. 

Leon and his wltc Marcy have been mamcd for 22 year,,. ThC)' have fourith.tdrcn: Johnny Curullc. rsabclla 
and Jo,eph, 

Anthony Reed (Athlete. 1980sl 

A.ntha•~ Rn4 (Wheeling Parlr. High Sohool, Cla" of 1989). Rc<d Ioli a l..,ti•g mat\. 
on the 11hlcLic scene both for lhe Paniou and the OVAC, evt.denl whcft he became lhc 
fin:l pi:s,on md~tcd mto Che Wbcchng Park Spores Ha.lJ or fame in t997 fOf' tus 
nploits m baskctbaJl and track. 

On !he baskolball<-. Rood was a two-lime first 1Um All•W.Va. Class AAA sclcc-
lion, scrviitg as captain a.s a junior He was 11wo-umc USA Today WVa. Player of the 
Year &nd the Gatorade Swe Player of the Year as a senior He also gamed fil'$l tcam.All
OVAC and All Valley accolades 1W1oc and was a tri-capl&in on 'The lntclligcncet's all
decade >cam oflhe 1980s 

'The 6-4 wing scored 1,290 points in two seasons;, including what still $tltlds as • 
ghool-reic:Ofd 663 pomU (a 28.9 pcr-g&mc average) as a senior He averaged 11.S rebounds per game lhat. year 
&nd WO set wlW wa.s lhcn an OVAC-ruord 88 three-point goals as a scmor. As a junior. Recd was SC!lttted 
10 lhc Wcs1 Vi.rginia Clus AAA All• Tournament team 

In tnck., the talented Recd was a stc:tlar performer in lhc tugh ju.a,1p, hu.rdles and RlayJ. 
A cwo-ume West Virgin.la Cass AAA slate chan1pLon in the high jump (irlcluding a mcct-l'Cll:ord 6 ft. 9 m. 

dfort). he also set wha1 wu then a valley-rccocd wilh a 6 n 11 in. leap. Reed placed IWllW in the 110-meter 
high hurdles at lhc Stale meet (14.65 seconds) and was on state championship relay ~ams lO help Par1c finish 
a close second in lhc Cl.&$$ AAA s.taic meet 1n 1989 

The Put product al$0 made hi$ ptCScncc- fc:lt at the: c:olkg1atc IC"llcl, ,tarting and lcltcnng for three years as 
Cleveland State Uni'f'enil)', He scored 1.090 points (ranlung hun 10th on the all-time CSU scoring lis1 at the 
lime). averaging I S.6 points per game as a senior to cun s«.orid team AU-Mid Continent Confc~nce acco
lades. As a junior, he averaged 132 points per game and received the Paul Stewatt Awud presented to Ulc 
player whose unsung oonaibuuons did lhc most to funhcr lhe success or the I.C'am. Recd also won the Mid
Con1inc:nt Conrc:rc:nir;c high jump (hampionship as a junior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete. 1990s) 

Cluii ,:.,,,i,, (Oak Glen High School, Cla,s of 1994). 1:Aochs «celled in three sporu 
for the Golden Bears. but i.t wu baseball where he would m.u.e hi, biueSI impact. 

Enochs' senior season diamond c,;ploits e&med him fin1 1cam all West V.rginia Cl.w 
AA ....,Jade, and he was named !he "Player of the Year" by bod, Gatoruc and USA Today 
and Wa.$ ,c;Jcc:led u lhe: nutMl'·llP for lhal honor by the W Va. Sportswriters Association 

Also a first tc:.am all OVAC Class 3-A firsl 1.eame:r and .. Player of lhe Year"' and an all, 
Valley first teamer and "big sc:hool .. captain., Enochs acd lhc valky with 11 home r\l.ni and 
42 RBI wh.ile batting .442. HiJ pitch.in& IOtafs included a 6-4 rec:iord and. a l .22 E.R,A. wi1h 
106 strikeoul.1. and 26 walks in 63 iMings. He pitt;:~ a pcrfec:t glt,fflC for~ Olen against 
ToronlO 

On tht basketball coutt, Enochs was first 1e&ffl all-OVAC and all, Valley and was an honorable mention all~West 
Virginia Class AA choice. He avera~ 19.2 poin1.1. and 13.2 ttbounds ptt game: u a sc:n1or 1.t1d finished h1, career 
with I ,On p)Jnt.s 

On the (ootbaU field. F.nochs earned firsl ICam. all-West Vi.rginta Clau AA u a quarterback. .after lcadmg Oak 
Glen 10 iu tirs-1-ever WVSSAC playoff appearance.Also• finl ICam. all-OVAC Class 3,Aand all-Valley pi.ck, he 
led tht valley with 1,729 pass1ng yllt<h. 

Drafttd by lhe Cltteland ln.clians in 1994, EAochs opted Cot• scholanhip to Wtst Vi1Jnn1. Univenity where he: 
became the Big E.ast .. Pic.cher of the Year'._ first team AIJ,E.a.st Region aAd was a second LC.am All•Amcnc:an p,ck 
by Baseball Arneric.a. The Sporting News and ll,c Nauonal Collegiate 6ascball Writcn. Named lhc tQm"s co
MVP. he was 11-1 on the mound with a 3.03 E.R.A and 10 c:omplclc pmes.. ,ncluding a oo-hittef agains1 
V1llaoova. As a JWUOr he was named the B,g East Tournament's MVP and Outsianding Pilcher, Enochs had 21 
wins, including 14 complctt games, in his thttt•yut Mou:ntaLnett Catftr 

Following his jumor year, he became tht highest drafltcl player m OVAC hutOf)'. selcekd No. 11 in &ht finl 
round by lhe Oakland Alhlctics an tm The 6-3, ru-pound righl·lwlder with a 93·mile per hour rastball played 
nine sc:uoos in the minot lc-,:ucs, the- finl KVC:n in the: Oaklandorgaruz.ation and lhen one yeareac:h for Houston 
and Pil1Sb<,rgh He pil;hcd in 2.SO g,mc, with• 45-52 r<cord and• 4,91 E.R.A. posting 661 Slrikeouu while 
walking 380, He- V4S • mc-mbc:r or the- Cl»s /\.A.A f>ac:ific Co.st Leagvc ctwnplon S~nto Rivc:rgu. and 
played for lhe Puerto Rican Wuncr Lcagllc: champion Ponoe Leonti. 

Enoch$ alw played for Team USA, winning a 51lvcrmcd■l a1 lhe 200l World Cup ih Taiwan. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete. 19SOsJ 
JtnniforHr-4B,.,wn (River High School.Class of 19&6).She rank<amongllio all

umc greats in girls' nc.k having ex.celled at lhe conference, league and Sla1C levels of 
eompctltion u a spMtcr. 

In four yutul OVAC Champwnsltip mcclS. Hyland SOCX<d a whowUlg I 26 pou,ts as 
River wo,, cwo Class 2-A tcom tid•s (1983 and "86) and finished u NM<r-up twice 
(l9S4 and '!IS) During hor fn:shman, sophomoro and jwuor years.she won llit 100, :ZOO 
and 400-metcts ind was on the wmmng 1600-mctcr relay tc■m While u a senior W 
won lhc 400 and 1600-rclay and was second Ln the JOO and 200. 

In ,uic moctcompclltioo, Hyland was lhe400-mc1<r rwmcr•upa.s a fRShman"' 1983. •u:a;....;.;.&.-1 
fim U1 Ilic 400, ,econd U1 !he IOOand llurd"' !he :ZOO as a sophomon, in 19S4 (hor24 pou,u su,gle-handcdly 
gave Riva' a lhud place finis.h U1 thc Sl&tc): '1RI in the 400 u a junior m l 98S. and firs1 in Che 400 with a 
,we-record Lime of 55.65, and on the SIJtth place 1600-mc:ttt telliy lcal1'I as a tc:n1o,> 111 1986. 

Hyland also spart.lcd m Ohio Valley Toick wgue (OYn.) Champioruhip moots fo, !he Lady Pilots. 
wmni•g the :ZOO and 400 all four yws wltilt laki•g the 100 the lu1 three. 

She al.so enjoyed tn:mcndous success in the Belmont County Rclays, fuushing as the top ~orcr as a sopn. 
o~ aft.er Winning l>ic JOO. 200 and 400: dupbcatin& the top scorer rcat u a Junior by winrung the same lhrcc 
even.ts fU1Cluding a meet ~rd in the 200); and scoring the s.amc ·•tnplc" as• senior (bettering her mark m the 
:ZOO). 

She, was sclcaal AII-Oh,o "' !he 400-mc""' all four years by !he Oh,o Jwoc:illllOn or Track and Oos.s 
Counlr)' Coaches She was also an All•O..M<l and All• Valley honoree 1ft muluplc •vents. In I 9S4, Hyland was 
named honorable montio• High School All-Amo:ric:o and U1 1986. she, was invllcd IO paru<ipol< en !he Midwest 
Meet of Champions m lnchana, an cvcn1 showcasing the best senior athletes from Oh.10, lndi&n& and Illinois 

A mcmbct oflhe RivCf High School Wall of Fame: she, r=:1vccl a s,:holushipto run onck u Wost V'uglrua 
Unlvm.ty whore she compel<d for one IIUSon. 

Jose Davis (Athlete - 1990sl 
Jo,~ Dttril (BeUaue High School, Class of \996) Dam pot IO,gclhct some eye-popping 

numbers in tio.b fool.bJU and bask.dball. earning him All-Ohio rccogmtion an both sports 
during his 1tc:Uar career. 

Or, the gridU'On.Oaves was a three-ycarstaner a1 quanerbact, leading his team 10a record 
of 30-5.As a ltlliot, he led Ilic Big Reds 10 alhitd wa;ghtOVAC Class 3-Aclwnpiooship, 
fint undcfcllled r,gulat season and 6nt-<evor OHSAA playoff __,cc (Bell°'"' 
advanced 10 lhe Divis,on rv state championship pme. loslng. a S0-44 double-OT lhriUer 1.0 
Vo,uiilcs). Ho finished Ilic st&10D 253-of-406 pa.s,ing for 3.5S1 yards and 32 ms while 
lddin,g, another 10 SCOttS rushing Da.YIS eamcd AJ1-0h.io DiYIS1on IV Off'C'USJVC' Player of _._ _ _. 
I.he Year honon and was runner-up for lhe pteSUgious Mr Foolba.11 award 1.1 1 senior. He 
also ,ccc,jvQj first 1cam AU-Eastern District, All-OVAC Chw 3-J\ and All-Valley big school ac:c:oladcs on multiple 
oc,;o,ioos. The lalc•l<d signal-<:aller l<l BHS ut00r TOCO<d5 for.- yards ga>n•d (7.306). pass Ut<mpu (190). 
pass complctiON (45S), highcs, <0mplction pctt<nlagC (Sl 7), passing ya,ds (6,769) and 11l paua (61)) 

On !he hanlwoocl. Dav;,_ and 1-four )'W'S, ...:king •P 1,457 point, 479 r<bounds, 167 .,.;,., and 
IS I steals (aJI ranking in lhe 10p five on lhe BHSc-areer tisl) His all-sw accoladts in basketball included fint learn 
All-Ohio Division Ill. All-F..a.stcm District, A1t-OVAC Class )-A and All-Valley big xhool He W&.j also named 
thud ium All-American u a senior 

AJso a thttc-ycat lcacmum in bucball ■I Bellaire, Oavi1 QOntinucd tu, c;arcer .al Kent State Univenily. A lhtec 
year stancr and lefft:nnan for lht Golden Fbsbes in football, he put up cq_ualJy unpreu1ve nu.mbcn including 
sn:igJc-game R'('ord for most paw a.nempu (59), completions (l4} •d TD pa.uu (7): single ·se.ason JnW for 
offensive yards (2.8'3). pass aaemp<s (365). pass complctioas (194). passing yards (2,707) and 11l puses (32/; 
and.....,. r=mls for offensive yards (7,731 ). passi•g yards (6,722/ and TD.,..... (52) ~ had a Mid-Amcncan 
ConfCffllcc rcco<d 5SI yards pa.s,illg in 1997 agains> Ctnb'al Aorida and wh .. he left KSU, hc ""1<cd 10th in 
MAC histoty ,n passing yards and was third m TD pasac,. 

Da'Vis also doubled u point ,cWll'd on the Kent State: basl.~ball lCaffl u1 1997-91 
Pn,{essioa,,Jly, Dayj, played for Ilic Winnipeg Blue Bombtn ofllic (:anad;u Football l.caguo ill 2000 and 2001; 

Cot Ilic Ohio Valloy G!eyhounds of !he National Indoor Foocball League;,, 2002,lcading Ilic ><am to Ilic league till< 
by passing fot 1.663 yuds and 37 'IDs and canung olwnp,onsh,p game MVP ho.,0,1; ID< Ilic Jodiana ,.,..tiw, of 
Ilic Arona Football Ltag11< i• 2003, Ilic Colotado Crush in 2004 and 2005; and Ilic Grand Rapid! Ram""e in 2006 

OVAC Museum Seeks 
Memorabilia 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 
high school conference with 52 member schools, has estab
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse .. 

Bob Redmond (OVAC 'Family') 

da ~~~~~=~~ ~~~~~~{~~~~~:~ 
:::Ir.miJetillc and played in Ilic 19"0VACO>arity All•Sw Football Game ill which he su,taincd 
lOfflkntet:attitase. 

pla~uic:t"" ani~';:;.~ :.~~~l~ltd" Shepherd College wbc>< he 

ph~=."~~~:c::.:r~~K:=:11r:r::r:n: 
wrestling a1 several schools, m:::lud.ina O:ian Hill (Md.) , P.asc. Liverpool, lln>OU and S1e:ubcnvillc. 
H:cdmond ,W\Cld w proc.nm a Oxon Hm and loOOt. hu ~ from 1n O.S-4 f'CCOfd the rn year 
1.0 a S-3-l He became the rint he.ad (ootball coach IL the c:oruo1idatcd Brool-.c H~ School in 
196911\d led the. Bruins to 11tOVAC championsbip. Hedmond too\ OY«ll SieubcnvtUc in 1981 and diRictcd the 1c:ff'enon 

~~~7r=r,H:c...~:r,~~~■ndq~:n::::t::l,~~=== 
tumod lfta 3-7=o:t~ rofiowinascason,thcy ~boundcdtcJ ,::,, 3. 0venll.h>srcc:otduahcad rootballco.ch 
was 44-22-SM t>t,rinc ru, dmc...,, nc:lr. c:wc:h widl VIC ~. hiJ IC-Im$ wern llvough f0U1 shJhl JCUON 'IVithout losing 
I. dual mccl. 

S~ssful as he was wilh • coa:-hin,: v,,hutJc uound lui neck, Hcdmond 'AIU even more cff'CC'li'f'c: as an admuii.Jtnior 
Within chc: OVAC, he ,avcd asaclus n:pracntativc, was a long-time memba of lht OVAC Foundation E...ccutivc Board 
and. ror _SCVt"l'll yurs, he dim:tcd &i■nt OVAC Wralling Tournament. Hcdmond KrVCd u AthJc:tic: Oirmor at 

~~=~-=~b":;:.:l;cJ,::J~~~~"'ll\:!~~~D~!l;,~~ 
Mr.M■.1.Awud;OruoE!as&.c:mDism,;tC~orUICYcar;EuicmDistri;IAUIJcuc:Dircc:coror~yt;U'llldUOuucandinc 
Achicvemem Awltd rrom Dipper Din Ber ore his passing Hedmond was inductt:d uu.o tht Oh.io Alhletic Admi:nj:nnton 
Hall of Pamc: 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy, Stewart (Media) 

}turW~ C. NJUftlll,'* St.twart O"riadcJphiaHigh School.Class of 1918).Stcwart devot
ed nearly a half.century to the newspaper professlon. serving wlth gre&t distinction. 

He began his catcct associated wiu, lhc Whc,:hng New, and The Reg,m,, wllich uicn 
wcte separate newspapers . Stewart wa.s sporu editor or the ftOW--defunct Wheeling 
Telegraph from 1921 through 1929 and \ale, became uic ,potU editor of uic News
RegiSlet. He eventually concluded h410"g ,.,.., as uie >S$0Ciate spo,u edilOI' of lhc N
R where: he wcx1u:d alongside fellow Hall of Funcr- Bill Van Home. 

In the early years of lhc OVAC. the coo.£ercncc perhaps had no ~tcf' friend than 
"Jimmy" SICWUI, uiis ucording 10 Van Home himself. Beginning in 1943,Stewar< kepi 
the w~kly standings on f001ball and baskt1ball until his ttWCMCl'll on December 31. 
1968 Stewart also painsulungly kepi rocord books 1li&l proved invaluable IO anyooe mtcrcslcd 1n Ohio Valley 
spol'U Jon: He also wu tce0pw:d as .a walkulg Crtc::yclopcdia on local athlcbcs. HlS hca.d was a stol'd'tou..1t 
of spans infonnlllon. 'Wh&I wasn·t commaned 10 his memory could be found 1n his pocket~sized record books 
and envelopes wtuch filled hts desk and ming cabinet. 

BcgiMing, U1 the early 1920s, Stcwan's "Lookin' Em Over'" column wu one of the most widcly,rud 
throughoul the area. In later years, he penned a golf colwnn, 'ibe 19th Hole ... whtch appcan:d in the news 
paper evt:I'}' Sunday from lhc spnng months mto the rail. He also initwcd a popular Monday column on ara. 
collegiate sports which he titled, "'Wilh lhc C<,llcgcs." 

He was al.so involved with the achcdulU'lg of ba.,kctball games worked by members of Ille Ohio Valley 
Board of Approved Basketball OfficiJJ•. Hi, love or >&ndlOI baseball ..... well known, as he almoll MCtiCU• 
lously cov=d happenings in uie old Intelligencer and United Mine Woritm bascball lcagucs. 

A quiet man who nc:vc:T e&sl himxlf in the- limelight during hi:s c;arcc:r, Stc:WU"t was honored with a spc:cial 
awud at the tune of h15 retirement from an appreciative Oh10 Valley Alhlellc Conference. He also rc:ce1vc:d an 
award or apprc<iation from lhc Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coaches) 

Robff'f S, "/Jolr'K,llkw,U(LiMI)' Miliwy rnstitute,Clusor 1947) During tus20 years 
a.s \he~ coach .11 Wintersville: High School (1956-7S), Kettlewell', 11::uns posted a 143-
40-to tteotd cht third-best wiMlag percentage ~n Ohio V&t~y hi.Story for coaches with 100 
or more wins His rums eamed nine league championships {four in the Big lrtgtu and tive 
OVAC titln), W-mtcnville wop it, ti.rsl OVAC,;rown underKettle~II in l9S6,got i111 :s«:· 
ond in 1966 and then captured thmc in a row from 1970 lhrough 1972, which equaled a 
record held prc:vi0W1ly by Bcll&ik and Martins Ferry. 

KcalcW<II had lhtec undeCo&ICd...,.. &I Wini,nville - 1957, 1967 .,,d 1972 - >nd 
Jt:vcn club• ,ha1 su:slained jusl one toss. From 1966 lhmugh '71, the Warriors lost only ti games. Under 
Kdtlcwell's direction. Wintenville samd in a record 140 1rraigh1 games, eoding with a .scorelc:ss tic aga.ilul 
Bella.in: i.n a contest lhat sa., I.he Gold Warrion denied wtw would have been a game--wbmins and 1ualc:-<:0ntin• 
uing touchdown because of a pen&tty, 

Among the st.us coacbt-d by lhu. highly-regarded ~ntor was Donnie Young, the Ohio Vall~y carrer rushing 
n:cord bolder. Among the ot.hc:t RIJfflCrous collcgc- aahlcllc football :standouts luCo1'cd by Kelllcwcll wttc Ohio Swe 
ca,,Wn Alan Jack who played on an undefealed ROfe Bowl learn with lhe Bucte)'CI, &rid Roger Atrord, the rinl 
blick to s1en at West V.rgin'1 Univen11y. 

Kea.Jewell a.bo WM a standout a1hlctc while playing at Llnsly Milrtary lnslitulC'. He lctt~ it. four SpoflJ and 
9laycd football at West Vir;gin:ia Univcntty. whctt he also ltuaed 

Indi&n Creek High School's (formerly WintenvttJe High) football facility was renamed "Bob Kcale~II 
Memorial Stadium" in his honor. ln 1990. Bob was lhe fourth Ohao VaUey c:oa,;h Uld"'1.ed Ul10 the Ohfo fooeball 
Coaches Association Hallo( Funt. H~ joinod lhe Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 0.an Hall of Fame In 1987. 

Tom Keane (Athlete - 1940s) 

Tom K~d.At (Linsl)' MiliW)I In:nin.ue. Cl.ass of 1944). The Bellaire native was 1 

multi•sport standout for uic Cadcu and earned All-OVAC baske1ball and fo01ball on lhc 
fit'$t selections in 1943-44. He also wu an All-City basketball sclectWJn. As a :senior on 
a 7-4 ~rd Cadet foo(ba)I tc:am. l>ie two-way baelt and p'1111cr n:iumcd a pus intc:T
ception 106 yatds &o score in an 18·6 win over Warwood. 

He enrolled &I Ohio Stale where he lcu.crod as a ft<sb.,,.. before 5Cf'ling 20 monlhs 
in the US. Navy. 

Upon discharge, he enrolled al West Viriinia Univcnity and lettered in 1946 and 
1947, becoming a rare lcuuman u boui OSU and WVU. 

Keane was auiirdround pick and 18lh overall Natiooal Foolball League Dru\ selection by lhc Los Angeles 
Rams in 1948. He played eighl Nl-1 ... sea.sons. and 87 games. as. a defensive back-offensive end including the 
fir~t four with lhc Rams. In 1952, he played wl\h the Dallas Teums bcrorc IWD yean with lhe Baltimore Colts 
aru1 ended his cmerin 1955 wilh Ulc Chicago Cardinals. He wo., a lwo-timcAll•Pro and played in UIC 1953 
Pro Bowl, ranked second in the NFL in pw interceptions twice, and played in three NFL championship 
game• including lhe 1951 Rams' tide icam. From 1948-52, boUI Keane brolhcn compclCd in uie NFL. 

He was a long-time: assistant coach in uic NFL including Chicago Caroinals from 1957-59, Pinsbwgh 
196.S and wu an original member of lhc Miami Dolphins' sl1/I in 1966 where he remained lhrough 1985 u 
defensive backs and :special tcam.S coach. In 1962. he bcc:ame the. first head coach of the Wheeling lronmen 
and served until joining lhe Steelen" staff.1bt lroruncn went 9-4 in 1962 before: winning lhc Uni1ed Football 
L<a,uc title wiui a 12·1 rc,:O<d in 1%3. In 1964,lhc lronmcn ,...,. 7-7. 

Keane died at age 74 in 200 I. 

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete . 19505) 

r-111 Ydub<>w..ti {Adena High School, Class of 1958). A lhrcc:•sport •tandout for the 
Golden Wave who sWffi! en lhc first yca.r the school Joined the conference. which 
e,pandcd to wee classes in 1957-58 

Al Adena, he was a lllrec-spott team capwn in football, btikclball and baseball and 
earned 10 lc1tet>- four in baseball and lhrcc: CJU;h "'ba,ketball and football, 

The 1957 Ade .. IOOlball team went 6-2'2 and won the OVAC Clan A crown. Hew., 
a fullback-lincbacke,-quartetback in football and an AII-OVAC, All Valley Small 
School and All-East Ohio Alhltuc League selection. He was uie MVP of the 1958 Oluo
WVa, AU·SW- game won by Ohio. 25-0. He scorod 13 points and starred as lullback
bncba.cker. 

In baskctlwl~hc: wu a two-time AII-Eas1 Ohio Athletic League honOfCC ud averaged in double f'lgurcs for 
three sc:uons, 1ocluding 11.3 points per game as a sophomon::: 17.5 poinlS as. a junior and 192 poinu as a 
scni01'. 

In bal.cball. the pitcher,infielder was anAll·Ohio selection as a senior and he .also pitched in \he East• West 
A~tar game ln Columbus. He led lhc Golden Wave to a J2•1 TCCord. losing in the regional fmals lO 
Nor,hwestem High and Cuturc Major league pitchct Dcati Chance. He tOSKd two ooe~h1ners in a lhrcc--day 
span and had 32 213 consecutive scoreless innings in tournament play, which ranks .scc:ond in the Q>,io High 
School record book. 

Ht earned a football scholarship lO Pwduc Univcn1ty. where he leltcrtd as a sophomore and senior full· 
back-linebacker while suffering a scrics of knee mJuriCS He was scc:ond on the- le.am in rushitlg (310 yards) 
as a sophomore. He also played bucball one sea.son at Purdue. 

Yakubowslci compc1cd in uic 1962 Blue.c;,..y AU-Sw- FoOlball Game and tried out as a free agent wiui lhc 
Buffa.lo Bills. 

John Craig (Coaches) 

Jolin Crm, (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illustrious 
26--year career a.s a head wreSlling coach. including; two seasons at Hillsboro (Ohio) 
High School. 18 years II Steubenville Big Red and rove yean II Indian Creek High 
School in Wi.nlm\'11lt, 

While II Big Red. his teams camcd six overall championships in the OVAC 

!r:/:!; ~\,1~u=:~ ~so c:.:r~ zt;.:~v:~ ~:~~1 
ha Big Red mllmen wned indJvidual cOfflcrcrx:e titles. He haf 87 qua.lifien £or the 
Ohio stale:: meet, five o( whomcamcd i.ndividual dtampionships. a.nd 23 who we~ sr.atc 
place-winncrs. His team finished in the top fivt: at the Ohio state toW1\lmeftt four times. 
including a nmner.i.ip finish 1n 1988. 

CraJg's 1989 squad finished the regular season ranked No. I in The Associated Press Division 11 wrestling 
poll &nd placed third at the $WC toumamen1. His oven.I] dual meet ruord wu 201-74-3 and he coached his = :u:-2 ==s~~~:r:~t:; ~=in!r:~~~ :c:; ~~:•c~le-:: :ti~~= 
Ohio S~. Purdue, Anny, Navy and WC$t Liberty. One of his pn:,lt~s w()n a Big 10 championship and oth
ers were plac:e-wiMCTS in the NCAA Division I, 0, m and NAJA national tournaments. 

"M~t'aa~!'ro~ ~1~H~::i:::m~~:f ~~hT:~:~:g ~;:5 _:t ~~es~:=ym;:o:i:; 
Athletic Halls or Fame. In 1989. he was sclcctcd as uic Easl·Soulh<&st Wrestling C<,ach of lhe Year and lhc 
Ohio DivisioR JI Coach of the Year. For 21 ycan. Craig str1cd as a wrcstllng official on lhc )'04lth, junior 
high, high school, college and open level,. A, a prineipal &I Indian C,cck, he WU ... of UIC founders or UIC 
Buckeye 8 Athletic League. 

As an athlete, Craig wrestled al Follansbee High Sc:hool Pd was • thn:e-year lel:lerman a1 West Liberty 
where he earned WVLAC championships chn:c times and twice was the MVP in the conference loumamcnt. 
In 1972, Ctaig was the ru.n.nct-up in the NAIA J\&tional meet, where he c:amcd All•Amcrican honors. 

William 'BilP Thomas (Offldalsl 

wua.u.. D. "Bilf' Thonuu (Bellaire High School. Clas• of 1952). During a 43-year 
CIRCf .u a v-ack official, Thomu served u the: me:et rc:ftrce for nearly e¥ery major 
championship in lhe Ohio Valley. The liS1 includes uie MllftiN Fer,y and Shadyside 
Relays~ the St. Clairsville, Barnesville and Wheeling Part lnvilationab; Cal Giffin 
Ttack CJassic: various OVAC champiOl'l$hi.p motlS; Wes• Virginia Regionals and lhe 
Ohio High School AUlletic A"°'iation Eastern Sc:ctional and Ois1rict mc:ru. 

He wu a meet official for 10 OVAC schools, including Bcllaitt:, Buncsville. 
Cambridge, John Manhall,MllftiN Fcr,y.Shady•ide.Skyvuc,Sl. Qainvillc, Wbcelmg 
Pm and Union l.ocal and Thomas al'° worked as a meet off<ciJJ u uic Man,fiold 
Relays (15 y..,,); Bellaire Relays (48 )'Clll'S); Ohio regional ehamp;onsbips (10 yean} 
and uic Ohio high school •w. meets fo, boy• and girb (15 yean). Tbom&s also served as mctl dircctot as 
n"""'rou.s Buckeye 5(.&le district and regional events, along wilh U1C OVAC Toick Championships 

He rcc,,ivcd lhcOVAC cat Giff<n Award ror service IO ltlCk and field in 198): was honorary refc,cc ai lhe 
Bellaire Relays in 1996 ud was honored again during the SO.year celebration or the famed Bellaire meet i.n 
2004. The fonnc:T Bcllwc: High •t,hlc:l.ic gn:at i$ a mcmbcroflhc $Choc:>l's Wall of Fame. 

"Thomas au.end Mi:ssissippi. Sw.e 011 1 fOOlball scholanhip and al:10 leuered there in track his freshman year. 
After two years with lhc Bulldogs. he m1Cfed the Anny and served ovcncas before coming home and play
ing on uic 1956 National Service fOOlball ebampi""'hip team, coached by Don Coryell, who latcr coached 
lhc San Diego Chargcn. Thomas fuusbcd hi, college ca,ccr a1 Wcsl Liberty Slalc College where he lcu..cd 
in fOOlba.11 and baseball He also Md a long and J;UC:Casful career U1 coaching. Ht spc:nt five )'e&N as an assis
tant in football and b&.skctb&.11 at Bellaire High. After lhll 1tnutt, he wen1 U> St. Clairsville as head baseball 
coach and Ill lSS1'1anl '" fOOlball and basketball. Bill laler spent rove years .. bead fOOlball coa<h al 
Barnesville before becoming alhletic director al Bellaire in 1973. He KrVed as head coach at Union Local 
from 1978 until 1981 when he returned to BclWff as I teacher until tetiring in 1989. 

Nick Mumley (Athlete - 1950s) 

Nid MumJo1 (Wheeling High School. Class or 19SS}. One of lhc most honor<d 
lhrcc:-sport alldetes in lhc long hisloty of Whc,:ling High, he •tarred in foothall, bas· 
kttball and track, ea.ming wee varsity leuers in e:ach. 

He was rnt &.cam All•St.atc in football as I tw4>way end and he 11.lso rtteiYtd All• 
OVAC and AU-City ucoladc,. 

In basketball, he was first team &ll-classAll-Wcst Virginia as a senior ud was a two

time AII-OVAC and All.City finl team sclccllon. He scored 15.8 points per game u a 
junior and 24.3 per outing u I scnWJr. 

As a Wildcat senior m 1955, lhc 6-foot-6 center wu lhc ancho, or lhc ru,al team coached by OVAC 
Legends' honotce Evm::tt Brinkman wh,th won ,u fiM 18 games before bowing an~ regular seuon finale 
a1 Bellaire. The OVAC tide-wiMing team won the scc:tiond and regional tides bc:(on: bowing in the fint 
round of lhc state lOun>Ament to Mullen., to fini,h w,u, a 2l·2 record, 

He also scorc:d 30 poinlS in a record-setting: 146--110 victory ovc:r Weir High 1.1 Madison Gymnastum. a 
game which :set Ohio V■Ucy and West Virginia marks for ~mbincd poinls in a game (256J. 

In track, he won two slate onc..:lus shol put lilies w,lh marl<J o r 51-l Ill in 1955 and 52-2 l/4 in 1954 
and two OVAC shot put crowns, mc:lud.mg a conrercncc-rcoord los.s of 53-5 In, 

He earned I foo1ball schotars:hip to PUrduc Universuy, where he lettered three years as 1 ~gular two--way 
end. 

He was Ule Slsl overall NFL draft Jrick in 1959 by lhc Philadelphia Eqlcs, but oplOd IO play m lhe new 
American Football League where he competed three :scuons from 1960-62 with I.he New York 1itaN, a fore 
runner-of the Jets, as a defensive end-offensive w:k.lc. He played tn I total of 42 A.Fl. games. 

BiU Kennedy (Athlete • 1960s) 

Bill K•-"1 (Warwood High School, Oau of 1967). Basketball and Bill Kennedy 
arc synonymous. Some four-plu:s, decade, since: starring at old Wa.rwood High School , 
bultc:lball slill i, a major part of his life. 

Kennedy enjoyed a $1Cllat prep oarocr wilh the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 EUard led 
Warwood to SllllC Class AA btikclboll ioumamcnl appcaranc:cs m boUI UIC l96o and "67 

:"J'"'Sc;.,'!f1 ~ . ~~ ~~~l ~:J!</~)•~~t.:r~in=~~ 
sea.son on a I S•game YH:tory run. Wuwood. captured its. ftni OVAC hoop tide ,n 21 years, 
wLth Kcnnc:dy prov1elmg: much of lhc firepoWct with hi& 262 poirt.U pct game avCf'agt:. 

The e,pl0$iVC backcourt dandy .amc:"'1 fir,Mcam All-West Vi!Jinia,AII.OVAC. and 
All-City plau.dits. Ju.st a season pnor, Kennedy lc:d the Vikings to 1 224 n'IAtk. and the SI.ate stm.ifinal..s bcfocc 
being eliminated by MWlcns. He was a first-team All-OVAC hOflCN'ClC tha1 year Ind wn n,.med llf'I dl•totalC tcu,,r• 
namcnuet«tion. an honor he dl.lplicated u * senior, Kennedy fini$hc:d his illustrious Vikings' basketball career 
with more than 1.200 points. Ht was. also an accomplishccl highjumpcr,as r,:nce1ed in his third·plai;c finish in 
the swe Oass AA meet as a senior. 

His bastecba.11 achievemcnu earned him a .spot with lhc West Libcny State: College basketball tum. He wa.st• 
cd no time u, makmg his mark for the Hilltoppers, tcaditlg the team in scoring in both hii freshman and $0ph• 
omore seasons w,u, 509 and 445 po;nu, respectively. Kennedy earned all•WVIAC and all-tournament plaudits 
•$ a f'rc:.lhnun. 

forHJ! ~r.:?~t=~·c:l~~th
~1,r°w:d:~~ :o:.~~'i'co ~s~~~::~r. 

ing both seasons, avc,aginJ 14.11 and 14.6 pomu pct game, respectively. H11 two-year point tolal of 765 is lhc 
rul'lth best for a Sun Devil ma. tw~ycar career. All 1ald, he scOf'Cd 1,719 on the coUeg:iat.c level . 

His play a.t Arizona State caughc the eyes of profcs.sional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA. 
t,uc opted for a can:cr u a bukc:tball offictal. Kennedy, who still l'CSidc.s in die Phocnil. area. continues to be a 
Pac IO college basketball off'icial 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves {Allllete - t960sl 

Bob Ri,.,, (Whcchng High School, Class of 1969). Somo 40 years art.r ru,uung iu., 
final prep nee. RicVCJ remains thc mcuwi.ng stick ror sprint grcatncii in the Ohio 
Valley. The I S6-pound ffl(f'l;\ll'lal•hcc:led roi;kct was nothing short of scns.ationaf during 
his career With lhe W1ldcau. 

Rieves was nearly untouchable his ruw two ycan Ln the tugh sc:hool ranks. 
,,_, a senior, Ru;;vc, t\tffied 1n • pcrform,n,;c r,hat ,,m rank.$ with the aJl-tlme great 

OVAC running fctcs. He broke lwo sW.c ruords in the swc champl01t$hip meet while 
tying a lhu'd 

Ho bli$1<t<d Ibo 220-yatd da,h in a now $WC SW\dard or 21 S whil• h• sma,hed lhc 
440 marl( by 12 seconds '-lia his 47 7 docking. Rieves' scmtillaung 9.8 in the 100 
equaled lhc state m;ord. H.s usault on the sta1t rec:Ofds resulted in him becoming itlliC f11'$l OVAC J.thlctc 1n 

28 ycan to bo lhc state mc,:t's high scon:r. 
Rieves was abo lhc Wat Vu-g:irua Stale champion 1n the 220 as a J\Ulior. 
The Wildca! sl.lr captuml five mdivodual OVAC spritlt gold mc:dols ;n his final two years of tugh sohool, 

His impressive offons holpcd lead Wheeling High oo tll• 1969 OVAC ,um champ1onstup, !he school's first 
such utJc u, 23 ycats. 

Mis sprinting domina,ru;e is ~flwed m the r3'.t that he was undefeated as a senior tn the 220 and 440 and 
was nc'VCr worse than second in the 100 in I.hat time. He tied for h1gh-pomt honors in the prestigious Bellaire 
Relays hls senior year while being the high scon:r in every other meet \hill spnng. 

Ricvll:$• sprinting ac:c:omplishrncnu: wen: so 1mpn::~1vc that his track jersey was retired Ill lhc annual 
Wheeling High awards usombly 

Rteves ea.med a track scholanllip to West Vi:rgmia UnLvcnlty. He competed for two seasons fOf the 
MountamecB. He earned his bachelor of .science degree 1n landscape archilc(:lun:. He now rcsuia en BTDOklyn 
and IS employed by the New York Cil)' Parks & Rocrution Dopanrnen1 u a capu.al projoclS analyst. 

Joe Pettini (Athlete - 1970s) 

Jo. l',au,i (Brooke High School.Class of 1973) Pca,m" wilhout quc:stJon on tllo 
short hst of lhe ~a&cst pttp baseball players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school 
diamond resume LS ovcrllowing with accomphsh.men.ts which led to a spark.ling colle
gi11e tarecr at Mercer Univt:nity. 

The multi-u.lcnte:d Pctlini started every game during his Brooke High career, Klmc 

140 contcst:s. He didn't skip a beat at Mcn:er, swdng all 196 games for the Macon, 
Georgia-based instiw:tion. 

Pcttini not only enjoyed individual success lJ1 his prep career, he als,o led 1bc Bniim 
10 a coveled swc baseball championship He was a two-time fersMe:am all-West 
Virgin,._ sele.cbon IUld was twice named captun of the all-Valley squ~. He earned the distincl.Jon of being 
nplain of both lhc: all-Valloy and all-OVAC IC.,.,$ as a sonior. 

After hts bnllianl Metter carccr, Pcnini was signed as a tlOl\-dtaftcd fn:,e: agent with lhe Morittcal ~pos ii\ 
tm He wa.s later traded 10 San Franetsco, playing four seasoos wilh the Giants. Pcruni rm1shcd his protes
s1onal baseball career by playi.ng thn::c years with the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds. 

He th<n cntcn,d lhc: coaching ~-holding scvoral diff<r<nt posu. Hi$ ..._rial cat«t oomrncncod 
with Hamilton, Ontario in 1989. He mQved lO St Petersburg for the 1990 5C8SOn and m Aritansas for three 
seasons. Pcttin1 ended his minor league managerial career by guiding lhc Louisville Redbirds LO the American 
Associa1ion championship. 

Pe:afoi gained a plum assignment in 2002 when St Cvdinals' manager Tony LaRussa tabbed Pcltim to be 
his bench coach. a po.sLtion he still holds. today, He ..uai:ne:d ihc: ultimate in 2006, gaining a W(N'ld Series 
~hampionship ring will\ lhe Cardinals. 

Joo u,d hi$ wife Batba,a have two childml, M.chcllc (2S) 1J1d Joseph James (20). Th<y =idc ;n Belhany, 
W,Va. 

Jay Peterson (Athlete - t980sl 

}«J l'mm,• (Cad.et Higll School, Class of 1980). A spoc,acular foor-spoct lllhlet<, 
Pctctson made his biggcs1 impaa on lhc: foocball fidd. 

The Hopedale nitiw daulcd as a ruming back wilh nwncrous memorable pc,fonnanc
cs, including a single-game modem Ohio Vallcy-m,onl )77 yard> l&IUNI Mingo andpmcs 
of 2.88 and 2&2 yards. He sooml ,;. O>uchdowns in• game twice. 

PolCrson broko 1 50-yoar old Ohio VaDey ,inglo-......, ns,hing .....d hold by OVAC 
"Lo:gon,js" """°""' VOO'lC (Pllck) Bu,gwin whon ho rushed ro, 2,)43 yuw on 203 carri<1 
IO lead Cadi,; IO an 8-0-2 rc.v;oni, He jl.l$t miJSed lb: modem singlc-scascn scoring ra:ord 
wil!, 221 points (32 ms, 21 PAT kicks), one poinl sby of OVAC Hall of Famcr Tcr,y 
SruY<ly of Powhaw,"s mutt of 222 poinlS. 

ln his tlu'CC-yoar gridiron catc<< wilh the Canlinals, he nllhcd fot 3,959 yanu (second at lhc: time on lhc: Ohio 
Valley cai= lisl) and S<0«<1 349 poinlS. Pot<tson had his football No. 22 mi...! by the: scl\ool. 

ll'I C111Ck, he rteordcd the Ohio Valtcy·, faslC$t time in the 100-mcien as I senior ( 11.0 SC()C)l')(h) and &lso had 
lhc: fastosl 100-yan! limo ( IOJ) thal yoar. He won 1!,e OVAC Class AA 100-mclcr raa: in 11.1 sc:a,nd.<. 

He split spring duty bctwcal ll'ICk and basoball and WIS an Alt• Valley hono!>blc m<nlioo pick. hitting J52 and 
n=nling 2S stolen base> on an I 8-7 =nl tum. Po10T5on also pa,,;c;patcd u, basketball as a sophomon: and jun
ior. 

Hc camcd • scholarship to Mwru (Ohio) Uruvcr>il)' and was honora! lhn:e times on lhc: AII-Mul-Amorican 
conrc,cnco Coocball ,..,,,, including fiB, ,..,,, accolades in 1982, scc,ond ttam in 1983 and hononblc mention in 
l9St. A four-year lcacrwinncr. he is fifth ()I) the all-time career rushlllg yardage l:is.t 1l Miami with 2.,874 yards. 

Fallowing hi.s gnduatlon from Miami in 191S, Peterson went on 10 a coaching career, f1ntas high school Wis-+ 
l&nt at Cad.et as ,..II IS CinclMaii Andorson and CinciM>li Widww. Ho lhc:n spoot oight )'W$ at M;.,n; of Ohio 
(l991-98), five years at Northwcstan Univcnity (1999·2004) and he is CW'ffl\dy beginning his foonh year ll 
Eastern Michigan University whctt: he is the mi.stsne head coachJdcfensivc coonlinalor/lincbackcn COKh. 

Suzie Dailer (Alhlete - 1990s> 

s,.,;, Dtziur (Wheeling Cen<ral Catllolic High School. Clw or 1991 ). She proved"' 
be a lNC "queen or the coun .. in OW\y ways. e~cclling for four years in basketball and 
teM1s and adding a couple or fine seasons in volleyball !Of' good measure. 

In baslcelball, Dailor gain All-West Virginia tteognltion all four years, including rint 
team in Chus AA as a sophomore and senior and second I.CUTI lu~ls -,. • jl,IJ\i.or. She 
was also • ~e-time All-OVAC and All-Valley fitst It.am selection Md a two-time All
Moonulinccr Lo:aguc pick The valley's lead« in llu<e•point field goals all four yoars. 
she scored 22.1 polnlS per game: u a ,cnior and finished her ca:tcct with I ,381 points, 
lhc: all-time gd'ls' mark forlhc Lady Maroon Knights. [).;lcrlcdCcntral to throe stnlght 
OVAC Class AA 1;hunp100Jhips and wa,, a sophomore on the Knights. W. Va. Class AA 
stale runner-up squad in 1989. Central posted a n - 17 rcconi during hcrc.&n:e:r. 

In tennis, she .iso lc:uc~ £our ye.an and had trcmcndous success in both OVAC and state tounwncn1 play, 
culminating in a W Va. state doubles championship (with Pam Butc:h) u a scmor u: the Lady Kmghts fin
lShcd as th,: state rvnncNlp. She abo finished fir:11 or second m scvetal OVAC and regional toWN.menU ln 
both singl .. and doubles and h<lpcd lhc: 1<am to "'1ff OVAC ti~es ond throe top fow- finisbcs in tho sl&lo 

In volleyball . .she: tcucrcd iw,o: II.Pd gained fil'St team All-OVAC honon u a senior, helping lhc team io a 
37.5 rccOf'd and the OVAC, WVa. Sect.ion I 111d Ri:po" 1 tiOe.s, and a Cl.us AA runner-up fini.sh in lhc state 
laumamcnt 

Oailc-t contirtucd to SW' at St. Bonaventure University as a four•yc:ar su.ncr and leucrwinncr. She fimsbcd 
as the school"s rif'th all-Um,: l~ing sc:~ (l.422points) ud had the fiflh-bcst single-season in 1992-93 (524 
points). She set records ror single-game (8). smgle•,e:ason (99) and career (291) three-pointers; had the sm
glc-suson m:ard f0< assislS (163) and wu second in carott assislS (449). Her all-sw honoo; at St. 
Bonavenrurc included second team aJl-coo.fcrcncc u a sophomore and thud team as a scmor. The: 1995 
DLv1s1on I Wome:,,•s Basketball National Three-Point Shootirtg champLOn, she was indUC1e:d into the St. 
Bonaventure Athleuc Hall of Fame in 2006. 

Mike Kovalick (Athlete - 1970.) 

Mw Ko,alid (Bolliun: H;gn School, Class of 197S). Kovalick ha, Ille ctistinction 
of not on.Cy being• two-sport slandout, but also a two-sutc sundout. 

Kovahck, lhc son of Ieccndary coach George Kovdick. was a prep grid and mat per, 
former for three ~an at Well High before matriculating lO Bellaire High for his senior 
yur Both schools bcnc:fitcd from his prowoss on tllo gridiron and on lhc mat. 

Kovalick IS a rate statt champKM'I wrestler i.n both West Va,ginia and Ohio. He wmed 
the U11;k in lhc Mountain State .as a junior for lhc Rod Riders and capped his prq> mat 
carctt with a swc dwnpionship in I.he Buckeye Sta~ for the Big Reds. Both 'wTCSlling 
crowns came m the 185-pound diiS$ification. 

Tho powerful maun.., was ncor-pctfca his final two )'W$ on tho mat. Ho won 27 of 28 malChos as a Jun
ior before running the table in all 28 bouts as senior. He was an OVAC champion both winccr,. after placing 
fifth as I sophomon: 

Ht fmJ.Shcd his illu.strious wteSlling career wilh a stellar 64-3-2 muit. 
Kovalu;k conUfll.lC'd hi,: mat succc:ss on the colleg~au: Division I level. He wtestled fol' Bobby Dougla.i at 

Anzona Swc Kovalick finished u PAC•lO runntr•up at 190 pound$ in his scniOf" sason. 
Kovallck - Bellaire Hi,gh's rirst-cver state wrestling champion - was U'lductcd into the school's Hall of 

Fame: in 1983 
He wu also an ail•SW' performer in rOOlball The cwo-way lineman anchored lhc Weir High a-cnches his 

sophornote andjw,iot yeor> and filled lhc: same rolo far &llau'c u, 1974. 
Koval,ck oamcd all-Valley and all-OVAC honors lus fin.al two years. Mon:ovor, he wu named all-Oluo in 

football his senior carnpmgn and he played In lhe OVAC All•Sw Game. 
Kovah~k re,:ld.:s in ~1.mg 

Connie Doutt {Athlete - 1980s) 

Co...., DouJJ (Bockeye 'lral High School, Cius of 1981). At a time when girls' 
sporu were staning io Like hold in tugh school llhlctics, Doutt wu one or lhc flffl who 
e.c:elled in lhr<e ,pons - baslcelball, volleyball a:,d softball - but ;twas on tl,c bas
kctbalt cowt where she had her biagcst impact. 

n:~~\~l-:=i~~ ~ :~~.;.J:,'~;:'to ai: ~H~~ cs: 
Tournament under Coach Dave LiM, mcludlng a swe championship during her sopho
more season in 1979. 

In hc:r f..,,hman year, Tn.il po,ICd a 22· 1 ..card, with Doua sconng 284 points and 
gaining Associated Press All-Ohio tionor.blc mention. She scored 311 po;nlS u the lady 
Warriors ~123-1 in wiMing the state title in her sophomon: season. with Doutt named lhc swe townamcnt 
MVP and q.ain gaining honon.ble mention All-Ohio accolades The team went 26-1 with Doutt as a junior 
scoring 432 points. She rcocivcd r.,.. ,..,., AII-Otuo rrom Umtcd Press lntcmalional and finished as runner-up 
u lhc: "Playct of lhc Year" w Trail lCammalC Lori Heady She was Jlso o lhird 1Cam All-Ohio pick by AP. 

Doutt moved to lhc head of the: class. so to spe&, as a senior when she scored 81S points and was fLnl team 
UPI AU-Ohio and "Playtt of lhc Year" as woll 1$ r,m ttam AP All-Ohio and r,,.. l<Am All-OVAC. Thal )'<At, 
Trail posted a 2)-4 .-....d. mcan,ng lhc: Lady Warriors' r.,cord dllring Doua's foor years wa,.., incredible 94-
7 She WIS selected for !he fim Oluo North-South All-SI.Ir Gamo and sooml 18 po;nts to eam game MVP hon-

°" Dout1 was also a four-year swtcr and letlCl'W\nnc:r ut both voUeyball and soflball. playang on lhc Lady 
Warriors' stale toumamenl team in 1979. She was mduc:tcd mto I.he Buckeye Tra,1 Athle:ti:c Hall or Fame i.n 
1996. 

The talmtcd C4iCf went 0t1 to a fit1c fout•)'CM career al the Uni.versccy of Michigan, becoming the school's 
fU"St out--or-su.tc scboluship rutpicnt in womcn~s basketball. For her career at M1ch1gan. Oouu JCOrcd 4lS 
points. had 267 n:bounds and 170 ass®. 

Mark Cisar (Athlete - t990s) 

Mtufc Ciur (Magnolia High School. Cius of 1994). He is the only 1wo-tim• winnct 
or a 5Wc fOOl.ball .. Player of the Year'' award U'l OVAC hislOr)', having won West 
Virginia's Kcmcdy Award in t 992 and ·93. He- was also the Gatorade .. Playt:I' of thc
Ycar'· in 1992 and wu a two-time Oas1 AA all-staic: Captain. He was a two-time All
OVAC and All-Valley selection. 

Cisar pl•ycd qua,t,rl>ack, sal"Cly, plaoclucio,r and pw,te, on Bluo 1:o&lc learns that 
oompilod a two-yw- tteard of 2.S-3, finishing a, lhc Cius AA s1>1C runncr-~p twice 
under the rutclage o( his rather. Dave CUJr, In two seasons as a starter and one as a 
backup, ho passed far Ohio Valley !<Cord totals of 5,193 yards and 64 touchdowns As 
• junior, ho puscd rar a r.,con! 2,691 yards and 34 TD, He also kicked• valley and ,we rte0n! tol.al or 85 
points and had a rcc:ord•tying 99-yard TD pass u ajunlor. 

In baseball, ho was a thrco-time All Wes, V111mia Cius AA, AII-OVAC and All, Valley pilChc,-, 
He was also a regular in basketball. scoring 45 points ma game on one occu1on. 
He camtd,. ~b,.11 schohnhip IO Charlcs&on Southern Umvcnily in South Catolina whctc he was a four• 

year .starter. He wu named Big South Conference ••p1aycr or the Year'· in 1997 and was a three-time aU~n
fm:::ncc pick. 

Ho was dnftcd by !he Boston Red So• and wu !he Red Sox Rool<ie League "Pit<hc,- of Ille Year'' ,n 1998 
In 1999, he was sclcctccl to the Sollth Aliano• Leaguo All-SI.Ir Team and won I Sollth Allan~• Lo.ague liue 
in '99 as I member of !he Augus1> O.Ccn JackelS. He lhen played for tl,e Capualcs de Quobcc. an indopond
cnt 1..,.. ,um, 111d wa, an all-sw ,n 2002 and tllc Nonhcm League "Rolicf PilCher of the Yell'' 

Cisar camcd his bachelor•s degree m physieal cd"atwn and w.Q • s1,1.b$UU1tc teacher for l'ive years ll1 the 
We""I County School syst<m t>ororc going back"' Charleston (S.C,) to ~e as a hcaltll and physical edu• 
cation teacher u well as an wiJtanl foolba.11 coach. 

He IS the: head footbaU coac:h at Uruon Loc;al High School.guiding I.he Jets to a 9-1 record and their tirst
everOHSAAplayoffbettll in2007 Hcwasnamc:dlhc East,m Dislrict's D,mion IV"~achoflhc Year'" 
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Dr. Vincent 'Vince' Monseau (OVAC •contributor') 

Dr. V1J1ttnl"Y111u" Monut11<(We1r High School.Class or 1958),llunkofthe spon 
of wrc.stteng and you Uunk or Mon.seau~ who enjoyed SUQXSS at the high school lcvcS 
lo<Ally berorc malting hi$ mark II West l.ibcny Swe College. 

As a high school coach, be spent nine years: at OU Glen. Charleston and Weir hfgh 
schools gwding lhc 1967 Oak Glen squd to • W. Va. SWc T~l championship. 

After one year II Peru SWt in Nebrulc.l, he spent )I yean (1973-2004) as head 
coach at West Llberty, compiling a 359-lll -7 rceord. He <oa<hed 72 AII-Amerioan1, 
34 Aeadcrni, All,Amerieans and Si• National Clwnp,oos and guided lhc HU!ioppen co 
1 n&110nal runner-up finish in 1995, 

Mon.se.1u. who also coached rootball and '"'" country during hi, clays at WI.SC, 
din:ctcd the NAIA National Wrcstldlg Toumament tn botll 1979 and "87 and was an administntive a.uistant 
fOJ the NCAA Division (I National Wrestling Tournament in 2003. 

His awuds aR: numerous 11"11:lvding the OVAC Mr MIil' award in 1983; NAJA Hall of Fame m 1987; 
USA Wrc:s~ing Bronze Level Member Coach in 1987; West ubeny Statc College Alhleti, Hall of Fame: in 
1997: NCAA D1v1Sion II Soutl1wcs1 Regional Coach of tllc: Vear ,n 1996 and 1997; Nauonal Wn:s~1ng Hall 
of fame in 2002; NCAA Divuion II Wrestling Hall of Fame 1n 2003; and National Wresthng Coaches 
Association Lifetime Member m 2004 

CUrTCflll)' in his firth year as principal at River High Schoot, Monscau also d~ctcd youth wtc$llil'lg camps 
II( West Libeny for neatly )0 year, 

As llll atl11cU: , Monsuu parl!Clpated in fOOlball, -s~ing lUld tra<k ll botl1 Weir High and w,11 Liberty 
SCAt.c College and later participated in many distance '3CCS. Including the Boston M.u.t.hon and Wheeling 
Distaneolu<,e. 

Manse.au &11&incd hts B.A. degree from Weit Libeny St,,tc College: a, well J$ both a M.A and Docl.On.tc 
or Educalion from West Vuginia Univcnity. 

Gene Ford (Coaches) 

Ctn, Ford (lnd,an Valley North Higli School, Cws of 1970) As colorful and well
known u he WILS Jt,KCes,.5:ful. Ford compiled a 440-262 n:oord in 31 ycm as a high 
S<hool boys' basketball coach 

He eoa<hcd one y«r ll Shenandoah and five ll Tuscarawas Valley beforc m,Jring lus 
marl< dunng 25 ycan II Cambridge H1gli Cl980-200S) where he won 400 game, and loot 
183, 

Ford's Cambndgc tcams compiled a S:9-25 record in tournament play winrung IS 
sccl.lonal titles, e1gh.t d1scnct crowns and five regional championships iCMling 10 five 
slate toomamcn1 oppe,.ran,es (1987-88, 1991-92,1994-95, 199S-96 and 1999-2000). 
mduding • r'\lMCf•\lP finish in 1994-95 His LcamS also won 10 E&st Central Oh.LO League Lilies. 

He Rcc1vcd .. CO-"h oflhc Year .. hortOf'S in &he OVAC, Eastern Distnct, DJstnc:::t 12 a11d ECOL and was the 
OHSBCA 01vis1on 11 SWt "Coa<h of tl1o V<M'' in 198&. 

Ford served as president of the OISlri<t ll Coaches Association. u a IJustoe fonhe OHSAA Fo,,ndal>on and 
on lhc Board or Dirc<10n or the Oh,o High S<:hool Basketball Hall of Fame Museum. The rceip1cnt of tl1e 
OVAC Earl Haberfield Coaches Award in 2005 he was 111ductcd into tllc: Ohio Higli S<hool Basketball 
Coaches A.ssociabOl'I Hall or Fame in 2ltn. 

As an athtctc, he earned 11 vanity lct&Crs (fOW' 1n baseball, four Ul wck. th.rec m basketball) •t Midvale 
and Indian Valley North. He scored 1,310 ,arcer poinlS and carn<d fir>t team all•Ol110. all•Eutem DiSlrict 
and alt-lntcr Valley Confomacc accolades ,n bukctball and was a state qualifier in the pole vault in U'ICk. 

He was a four-year letterman al M~kmgum College in b,ukc1\,.all , sconng 1,717 points (second mos1 in 
school histOC')'li while earning all-Otuo /4.thlctic Conf~nce •·Athlete of the Yur'' hon<n &nd UPI .. Sl'JWI 
Amcnca .. accolades He was a charter member of the Muskingum AthJcllC Hall of Fame in 1980 

Bill Paolisso (Offlclals) 

BiJI PMli,10 (Weir Higli School, Class of 1946). He was a mainstay among area 
ofli<:ials, worung OVAC football and boys/girls basketball games f0< • .SO-year period 
from 1948- 1998, firs1 wilh the Wheeling board a11d la.I.er w,lh the Wcinon-Stcubcnvillc 

board. 
Paoli.sso officiated 10 West Vu-ginia swe championship football games during his 

carur and scvual Qhio,.Wcst Vttg,Lnia and OVAC All-SW" football games. 
In basketball, he officialcd motC lhan 100 posUC&SOn townamcnts (sectionals.region• 

als st.au:), inctuding 19 state 1ownamcnts. He worked the first Samuel A Mvmlcy 
OVAC AU-Star Basketball Classic Ul 1978 and also w.as a referee in the West Virginia Confetcl\Ce 

Among Paohsso's orfic1a.tlng awards arc the OVAC Robert DawSOI\ OfTii;ials Award~ lhc Ohio Valley 
Football Coaches As~tion Offic:::ials Award; lhc West Virg1n1a Sccond.ary Si;RQOJs AthJetie Commission 

Award, and the Wcinon-S1eubcnvillc Officials' Boa.rd Award. 
Paolisso was a lhrcc-spon :uhletc at Weir Hi~ ( rootball, -••ball and baseball). He wos fir>t team all-sWt 

in football and basketball as a senior, earning all-OVAC honors in basketball tw"• and 011cc in f001ball. He 
was also all-10t.1mamcnt for the state champion Red Riden' bascNll a.cam. 

He played two ycan of proressional baseball in tl1e St. l.ouis Cardinals" orgaruution f l 952 and 1953) and 
he SCTVcd two ye.an in the U.S. Army 

Richard 'Dick' Edge (OVAC 'Family') 
RkMrd "Did" u,, (Wheeling High s,11oo1, Class or 1954). To say Edge has 

worn many different hw over lhe years would be a vast undcnwemcnt. 
He has ,pcnt42 years incdllt:alion,sorv1ng as a tcad\er,'°"'h, assiswu principal, pnn

c,pal and supcrinlendcnl &I various OVAC member schools. 
Edge coached in various capacities at Triadelphia, Wuwood and W'mtrnvillc high 

schoots, starting the ~OtJlg programs at both Triadelphia and Warwood as well as 
four Juniot high programs ,n Ohio Coonty. He couhed Warwood to an undefeal<d ...,. 
son and an OVAC ~slling championship as well as six.th place finish in the W.Va 
Stale Toumamcn1 when there was only one classilicwon. He also co-founded and 
coached summer track and girls' softball programs u'I Wlf'11CtSV11lc . 

Among his accolades wctt: bemg l'\afflCd Ohio Easlt'm Disttict Wl'CSlllf'lg Coach of the Yev in J97S~ ,ccciv 
mg lhe OVAC's prcstig:iow 'Mr Mat' Award in 1979; induction into the Wcsl Liberty Slalc College Hall of 
fame 111 1997; and seloc:uon to tl,e WI.SC Wall of Honor forOutswxhngAIWMi in 2003 

Edge !ffl'Od as pr,s,dent of the OVAC during the 1986-87 and 1987-88 school ycan and sorv«I as I member 
of lhe OVAC Ex.eculive Board rormany years. He was also a past president of lhc Tri•Coun1y Ath..cuc League 
and the East Centnl Ohio League 

He aJso offic:::iattd at vanollS levels irt fOOlball, basketball and l?ICk, 
Edge rcpruentod Wheeling H,gh in t11e 1954 OVAC All-Star Football (4me and tllc:n went on co West 

L.ibctry Swe College where he was a rour-year lctl.e'tm&ft. t'N0-1.lme all-West Vtrginia Conference selection 
and the team's co-capwn as a scruor 

He n:ccivcd his B.A in Business c.duc:allon, Health Educallon and Physical Education and a Mastcr•s 
Dcgn:c 111 Secondary Ad.nun1str1.lion from the Univetsit)' of DaytOn, Ht 1s a U.S. Army vetctanp scrvmg 
11<Uvc duty from 19S8-60 and in Ille re,crves from 1960-63, 

John Sorrenti (Media) 

Jolen Sornltli (Weir High Schoo!, Class of 1956). Even if you don"t know Som:nu, 
you. probably rccogni7.e his ¥010:, 

B11clc in 19S4, al the 8iC o( 16, he began what would be a 40-ycar ~ as a spans 
announc:er for WEIR R.odio in Weilton. During that tune, he broadcast IOOlboll, basketball 
Md ~bllll games for four OVAC~mcmbcr schools - Weir. Madonna, Brooke and 
Win ten ville. 

Anet retiring from I.hat posibon in 19941 he worked four years for 1elevision station 
WTOV-TV9 on foo<ball ''Gamc oflhc Weck" ielccasts and also announced t11e OVAC 
Wrestling Tournament tclccas1 in J996. 

As a long-time fncnd and supporter of the OVAC. Soc-Rnti served u Master or Ceremonies for the OVAC 
Quoc:n of Que(-ns compc11lion for five years in the: mid-I 980s and he has been the Masu:r or Ccrcmon.Cs at 
the OVAC Hall or fame B111quc1 since its in<eption. 

Among Sorn::nu's awards. he was honored on the Weir High Wall o( Fame in 199S and R«ivcd two 
sq,ara1, honors from tJ,e Dapper Dan Club of lhc Upper Ohio Valley, including lhc 2009 Rohen S. MeKelvcy 
Mcmonal Award. 

Sol"tCnti bcg.u a polibcal carcet Ln 1982 when he was elect.cd as a Wcinon City Councilman. In 1986. he 
was elected as a Hucock County Commissioner • a position he was rc4Clcctcd to twice for a total of J 8 ycan 
in office 

He has also served as Pun:lwing Agent fo, Han<ock Cowlty S<:hools and Adult Edllt:alioo and PIJ«menl 
Coordlnaior of the John D. Rocke teller rv Career Ccntcf and is currently Manager ofTra.i.nlng at Mountaineer 
Casino. Resort and Race1raek. . 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coaches) 

Htnry "Honk" Liwm (Wamm Consolidated High School, Cius of 1950). A )>'liar 
of the boy,' basketball <OOChing community for 34 ycan, La,.u, r. lhc 400-v"to<)' 

&':~~:' i:a11Cc':!b~~:-:::: ~~t-!'!;J.~kcye SoW!, Bue eye SoulhWcst and 

All told, 1.azuz-coai:hed teams won four OVAC ohamp,onslul.", 10 scctJonal ti~es 
and UVff diSUict crowns while having two teams go undefeated m lhc tcgutat season 
[1970 and 1977). 

o..\~b5.t=!n%";7 ~i'..!:,~~\•~-1~~;~:;:;,;::: .•~~/!::."":'!.~ 
OHSAACLl.$s A .sectional and dislrict tides before bowing in the regional , 

In 16 ycan ll Buckeye Soatl1,h1Stcanu WOtC 211 - 133 and won two OVAC,hamp1onship, Cl977 and 
1981).cight ,cC11onal tLtles and t'No district crowns. The 1m tc&m was 22-1 and ranked No. I 1nOh.io Class 
~-~:;~,i;~~tt.,:i~tlhc ~J~• ~• was n&med Ohio Cius AA "Coach of tl1e Vear" by UPI 

He ooncludcd wilh two ycan at Buckeye ~tl1WOS1 and tl1Cft was head coach in the rin1 y«r of lhc complete 
Bu,keye t..ocal consolidation in 1990-91. 

Da~O.,,~l;b~ ~ ~t~.~~= •;~~;~~r,;; .:::~~~ ~io ~~~So~~~r.;!~ ~ 
Ute pCVAC All-Star Cassie and had t"NO ycarlr OVAC baskC'tball scholanhlps named in his honor. He receive 
lhc OVAC's Earl Habetlield Coaches Award in 1986. 

He was a member of the OHSBCA and kt'Vcd as president or c>ie Distncl S Baskelball Coadtci 
AssociatiOl'l. He was also inducltd into the Ohio Hi.lb School Baskelball Coaches Assoc1&tJor1 Hall of Fame 
and lhc District S Basketball Coaches Assoc1a11on I-fall of Fame. 

lazasz was a thn:c-ycat letterman lf'I h1£h school baskelba.ll 111 Wurcn Coosohdatcd in both Wketball and 
fOOlba.11 He lhtn lettered lWo years in baskelbaH •d four an football at Btd'lany Col ege before serving two 
years ill the U.S. Anny. 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Athlete. t!l40sl 

Htm>ld "Doc" Dtll<tlw'1J (Weir High S,hool, Cl.,.. of 1945). In 1945, he bc:camo 
the first or only seven high Khool athletes 10 win the W.Va, Amatcw- ,'thlctcofthe: Year 
Award, the 1talc's oldest honot datil'lg back to 1934. A first team, all-class , all-staicr in 
fOOlball, bask<tba11 and-•• he a1so camcd AII-OVAC football and basketball honors 
as I Red Rider senior. 

Tot two-way back led Weir 10 a 9· 1 fDOlb&II record in 1943. losing only to stale 
champion Pvic:cnbwz. As a senior, i11 J944, he led Weir lO a 40-13 victory over 
ParkmlMltg 111ducountoclfor fiveioudidowns - 1TD run, lwoTD passes , a IOI-yard 
pass intc:rcepuon ~tum and an 80-yan:1 kickoff return. 

Dau.ghcny'i two-ycu career 1nc:ll.ldcd run.ning and passing for 1 .925 yards and 31 toue:hdowns. He also 
rcrumcd lucks and was a star defensive back 

In basketball, lhc all-swor helped Weir to a 22-2 rc<onl In baseball, he led tile Red Riders to lhc onc-<:lass 
state championship •n l94S. 

He signed a football S<holanlup co Oluo Swo Un1venity where he played oo • 7-2 rc:cotd telm u a fresh
mui Nrting safety. In the firth game, he moved into lhc swting offensive hncup as tailback. He was dnltcd 
u,to the U.S. Anny in April of 1946 and, llfler disc!wie, he signed• professional baseball conln<t witl, the 
Detroit Tigcn: and played pro baseball from 1948-53. Induckd were lluu ycan m Class AAA with Buffalo 
and Totodo. He opened the 19S I season with the major lc,pc: team, but rcwrncd ID Toledo after a month. 

When lhc Weir High football ,oaching job opened, he was lured and g,udcd his soc:ond team, 1n 19SS. io 

an 8-2 rcco«! and an OVAC ti~e He also continued hu pro baseball career by playing in the Im 19.SOS in 
Minot. ND .. and Mitchell. SD .. and was maJ1agcr of farm teams m 1964 and 1965 1n Coco Beach, Fla. , and 
D"'11.11.h, MLM. He capped ha.s high school coaching, career in Bedford , Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jim Hanna (Athlete • 1950sl 

Jim H.,,.,, (Welt High S<hool. Class or 1950) A IM:e•Sport all-sta, who led the Red 
Riden '° two stale onc~lass championships as a senior. he 1s one of the most dccOBl
ed ath[cle:$ in si;hool tustory A varsity football starter as a freshman~ he continued to 
«eel under Hall of Fame c:oo,;h Cart Hami'I, who labeled Hannaand Daugherty as "two 
of the fincs1 all-around athletes'" ht coached ,~ his lc::gendat'y catttr. 

In 1949. Hanna sWTed on the I I~ ,uonl Welt football team which won the first 
W.Va. largest Class A playoff" titJc with a 27- 13 victof)' over Milton. 1be two-way 
cnd/puntcr/placdoclc.cr landed nine IOUchdown puses and scored 83 poUlu as a senior 
when he was runner-up (or the WcSl Virginia Player of lhc Year Hcisman Award •now the Kennedy Award) 
and was sclec:l<d fini tem1 All•OVAC, All -Valley and All•Si.te He also played in two all•sta, games. West 
Virginia vs. Ohio and the West Vi.rginia North-South game-. 

In baskell>all, he was ,eoond tum AJl,W,V•. and AII-OVAC. 
ln baseball. he pitched and batted Weit IO the onc-chw West Virginia championship. ht the 5-3 finals' win 

over East Bank, he stn.Jc:lc. out 10 1n a six-hit effort and baned in fo11r runs with two singles 
He accepted a rootball scholanhip rrom legendary Kentucky coach Paul (Beu) Bryant and,..,,,., a, end 

on a rrcslunan squad quarterbacked by Babe Puilh He lcfi Khoot to play mLOOr Juguc baxba.11 for several 
seasons before returning to Weirton where he has been a long-1.irnc loi;al Amcnc:an Legion. high S4;:hool and 
summer baseball coach and scout. 

Tim Anderson (Athlete - 1960s) 

Tim Andmwn (l'ollonsbec High School, Oass or 1961), Anderson's football c:aroer 
was a well-traveled one. as well as a quiae successful one He first re&liud grid g:rcaMCSS 
in Follansbee, a 1ffP catCtt" to good 1h11 It landed htm a scholarslnp u one of lhc premier 
footbalt colleges in the RWon - ibc Ohio Swc University. 

Just like (or the Blue Wave bee:\ on the banks of the Ohio Rt",:,, Anderson sWTCd 
for U'C Buckeyes, $0 much so th11 he was a first-round pick c,f the San Francisco 49cn. 
His NR., days, however, got orf to a delayed start due to eontl'Kt d,fficultie:s. ln the 
mcanumc. Andcnon cnJOyed an ,.11 .. Jeaguc honors stint with lhc Canadian Football 
IAague·s ToronLO Argonauts. 

Anderson was a lhR:c-spoat sl.&Jkloul at Follansbee High. In addition lO his many football aclucvmwnLS. 
the 6 ft., 195-po<IOdcr distinguished himself quite nicely in baseball and trac~. 

As I senior.Anderson's Blue Wave went 8-2 Those two blemishes came UI the: scuon's fil'St tvto games. 
contests in which Anderson dld not play due to injury. In JLUt eigt,1 games. Anderson rushed ror 863 yards 
and also led the team m tack.lu A$ a n::sull, the two-way back camcd all•OVAC, All-Valley and all•W,Vt 
Class AAA f,nt-team honors. Ai jwuor, he was all-OVAC and All, Valley scoond team. 

He started two years for the Blue Wan bascba.11 squad u an outfielder. He also Joined the track team as a 
scruM and was firth in the slate Cius AAA shot put, 

At Ohio State, Anderson started three years as a ddcm1vc back. During thal span, the powerful Buckeyes 
went 27•2 with two Big Ten uclcs while also being named the ronsensus national champions i.n 1968. Thai 
team beat the OJ. S~mpson•lcd USC Trojans in the Rose Bowl. Al.a senior.he was first-team dl,BigTcn and 
was a first team AU•Amcrican 

Hu Buckeye stardom proved a springboud lO bcirlg the 23rd pick m lhe 15171 NFLdrut. He owned I.he 
di•linction or being the lughcst or the 12 Oh,o Sw, gnclclcn chosen in Iha! draft. including Jack Tatum. When 
unable to agree 10 tcnns w1lh the 49crs. he played four sea.sons tn Canada before rctumu,g to San Francisco 
and pb.ytng the 1975 c:ampaign for lhe Nincn. 'The following season, AJ\derson played for the Buffalo Bills. 

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 1970s) 

Mo,tyCoyn, (Linsly Military ln$titutc,Cwsor 1977). Coyne was a lhn:c•sportsland• 
out £or the c.dcts. but baskcll>all was dcfini1ely the YCrsalilc 6 ft. 5 alhlcte•, meal ticket. 

Coyne distinguished himself as one of the ptcmict hoops1crs in. the Ohio Valley 
during the decade of the •10s. He wu a thrcc•year swtcr P, f0\11\db,.11 at Linsly, 
blossoming into a virtual ~n& ~hU'le hiJ junior and senior campaigns. Coyne netted 
599 poitlu in J'li:s juniM season alone. good for a 21.2 awragc. He was also a beast on 
tlic boards, grobbing 14.2 <&N>m• per outing. He nearly duplical<d those numbers in his 
,cnior campaign, scoring S9S points for a 27.1 average, The talented poot', rebound 
tOlals ballooned to 16.5 per g>me. 

Coync's scoring. antics wcrc iops in the Ohio Valley both scuons. His single•glffle: high was 46 apinst 
Wbc:cling Ccntrd. The dependable ca,;cr ~ in double figures in all 47 or his high school starts. Coyr1e's 
scoring prowess also u.nslated into tel.JTI success. The Cadcu compiled S4-12 n:eotd during his ruw three 
campaigns, The Bridgcpon native garnered all-City, all-OVAC and all-West Virginia hono.-. each for his last 
two years. He also was co-apwn of the alt•statc team JJ a senior, He ended his illustrious hardwood catew::t 
with 1.389 points. 

He wu also a standout on the gridiron. swung th= seasons. The glue-fingcrcd ro«ivcr led all Ohio Valley 
small 5'hool pass "1ehcrs his senior season while also •~ra,,ing 37.5 yards pc:r punt. Coyne was also umcd 
all•OVAC and all-swe first team for his football suc:cess as a senior. 

Springtime 51.w Coyne sun lhrec: 5etiQns on lhc Linsly dlimond. serving as co-captain as a senior. 
After ir-Ju.ation from Linsly, Coyne received an appointment to lhe US. Military Academy at West Point 

(NY). He had the privilcgo of playu,g [or the now legendary Duke head coach Milo: Knyzewski. Coyne SWled 
~• seasons, helping the Black Knights of the Hudson to on NIT berth in 1978. He averaged 15.6 points a 
game as a ji,mic;w and 16.5 points as a xnior. His 1,126 career poi.nu ranked 11 lh on the all•time Anny St;:Oring 
list &1 lhe time or his gradu.lion. He also,- mon: than 400 ,.bounds ror the Cadcis, whc,. he served as 
co--eapt.lin u •senior.Coyne ascended to the rank of LTC wilh I I years active duly. 

Charlie Keenan (Athlete - t980s) 

Cho,/;, Ku..,. (Steubenville High S<hool, Class or 198S). Be ii on the gridiron, 
wratling mat or in the classroom. Keenan prided himself on excellcnoc and in all thn:c 
.,... of his life.he: w&S noching short or ,cnsalianal, 

Kccrtart was lhe comcn:tonc: of Big Rcd•s initial 11c.atc grid playoff' championship, 
apl&ining the 1984 grid juggcnwil. He led the Reno Saccoa:ia-coa<hed griddc:rs to a 
JJ-0 S<&SOO Iha! fall, He established new sdiaal n:amh £or w:klcs >nd sacks en route to 
being named the swc'.s Divis~o11 lJ Lincnwl ofth:: Year. The fnMeam all-sw.cr was also 
>«Onlcd hooanble mcntion AU-Amcricon plaudits. He wu named c:apwn or tJie aU
OVAC and all·EaslCm Distria team,. ~d was sclccled 10 play in th: OVAC and Ohio 
North-Sooth All-Sia, games. 

The R"lcntless lineman was a thrcc•year swter for Sicubcnville thaJ. went 30--0 in lhc ~gutar sc.-son and 33· 
2 overall. His STCat grid play eamod him the distirctian or being named the oo-capwn of the 1980s AU-Decade 
foolball Team scle<l<d by The Intelligencer. His Big Red sui:a:ss proved a ll)ri•gboanl to a football schowship 
ID The Ohio Swc University whcne he: was a lcucnnan for the Scarltl &. Gny gridders. 

Ktenan was just as impressCVC on the prq, ma15. He '-NDnapairorOVACtidcs,capturin& lhc 175-pound class 
u a sophomo,. rollowed by the 185-poond crown as a junior bcfon: gnbbing the b<ass ring as the Ohio stale 
kingpin that winter. Kccnaa, op4Cd to move up to heavyweight as a senior.preparing him Coclhc rigon of an Ohio 
Swc griddcr. To&l fflOV< to heavyweight ,., up. malCh >g>inSI BlnlCSvillc High's - >nd fellow osu 
grid reauit Tim Ma,lcy. The two mc1 in the OVAC fuws in 1985, lllrlCling possibly the largest crowd at a 
wrc:Slltng maleh in Ohio Vallty annals. with Modi:y pulling OUl an epic I 1·8 bimnph. It snapped KCCl'lan's 
45•-rnab:h winning streak. Kcct'W'J was awazdcd the Geofic Kovalick Scho1arship thal year. He finished his Big 
Red wrostling <mer with a spor\ling 110-18 record. 

Keenan also opta:I to wrestle at Ohio Swc. earning two vmity leuers in the ma1. sport. 
He was lhc Steubenville High vaJcdlC't.OCW1,compiling a 4/J GPA. He went on to cam mast.er', and doc:tOl'l1C 

degrees. Aller rocciving his OSU deg=, Kc:erw1 rotumcd home and seMd as • tcac:hcr, odminislRIOr >nd 
coach a1 his alma t'IWCt. Ht now is a school superintendent in norlhcm Oh.io. 

Bill Jobko (Athlete - 1!ISOs) 

BUI Jobu (Bridgeport High S<hool, Clas, of 1953). A lhr<o-ycar. th,a:-sport 
Bulldog athlete u, [ootball. basl<ctball and baseball, he camcd AII-OVAC >nd All• 
Valley football honors as a senior lineman. 

Recruited by Ohio State Uruvc:nit)'. he became • two-way offensive guard. and 
linebacker who played on the Buckeye national title tcam.s ol 1954 and 1957 when the 

Buckeyes won two Rose Bowls, He was team MVP in t9S7. He is the only player U1 
Big 10 conrcrence hi.story to nevu play in a losing Big 10 ~gular scuon game. He 
recorded I safety for the College All-Stars in. a 35-19 vic:tory ovt-r the NFL champion Detroit Lions. one of 
only eight times the collegians ddcat.c-d the NFL champions in the annual c:IN$ic:. 

He was drafted by the Los Angeles Ram. and played for the NF1.. team f'rom 1958-62 bc[or< pcnonning 

for the Minnesota VWngs from 196:J.65. Joblco capped his pro playing career as a u:am defensive captain of 
the original Adanta FaJcc,ns ,n 1966, From 1967-89. he worked f01' the Falcons in various roles •assistant 
coach, scout and Director of Pro Player Ptnonncl He dosed his NFL <:IIIUT as cJucf coltegc scout or I.he 

Phocoix Cardinals from 1989-94, 
Bndgcport High S<hool honoml Jobko by nanung the slr<Ct cnnn« 10 Pakuu Field as "Bili lobko Way" 

Md then on Aug 21, 2008.dcdicatcd its home compJc:.. u M81U Jobko n>Otball Stadit.1:m:• 

Mark Thompson (Athlete - 19605) 

Mart T/wrtptt111 (MOWll Pleasant H1gll S<hool. Ous or 196'1) Basketball was• way of 
life m lhc Thompson family, with Mark being the most productive Hi, two oldct btolhen 
- R,ch and Jim - staNd a hoop tnldition at Mount Pleasant High in t960 Every year 
dunng lhat decade witnessed a Thompson in lhc Mountie,' starting lineup. eooing with 
Mark's gradUDion in 1969. Mar\ Mt the family~. however. for baskcthall ifUbles.s. 
Kc was1cd no time inalr.ing his presence felc on the hardwood, finishing as the t«ond-lead· 
ing Koref fOf the junior varsity team as a frosh Th.at jayvee squad went 18-0 

ThompSon was nOlhU'lg short of' magical the ne,r,t Wff winlfl'S, leading the ~ in 
scoring and ~bounding eadi UtnpmCft. His tremendous pl■)' also sparked an eye-popping 
92~9 rcco«I during that span ror lhc Mawme,. which included ti,,.. suoccss•V< SC<lional 
co-championshipS, a district final bcfth and a disUlCI scmi•fin.al appearance. As a sophomo~. the hard•w0rong 
hoopster avenged 17.6 points• gmne. That figun, jumped to 2A.8., a junior and was copped by a 28.1 per game 
showing as a setUot, including a ca,eu.bea SO lighting, against SOUthfield. During tha1 senior year~ lhe MounueJ. 
avcraged more than 95 points a game, topp1D1 the century nwlr. 11'1 su of IS tet,ulat scasotl. conteslS. 

All told, the 6 ft. 4 Thompson - who was blused with bolh inside and outs1dc sconng ,lulls - c1.ited hrgh 
school with 1.62) point$ in lus portfolio. He nCllcd a host or aa:ol>dcs ror hi• bukctball expcrwe, headed by fint 
learn all-Oh.lo honors u bolh a juruOf and Jmior. He: Wa$ al50 an an-Ea.stem Dktrict. all-Eastern Ohio AlhJct.ic 
League >nd all-OVAC honor« all ti,,.. yean He wascapwn orlhc OVAC tnmU a seruor. 

Thompson was no one-spon wonder u he aho displayed. his athletic prowess on both the gridiron and baseball 
diamond. H't was a two-way stu1cr in f001ball. swnng u quancr1>eck and defen.stve, back. The thrce·yeM regular 
wuan all-Eastcm Ouaic:t,&11-0YAC and F.as,1tm OhioAlhleuc Lagucselc:c:bon in hlsjunior and senior seasons. 
'Thompson also pK'kcd up duff lenetS in baseball., chalked up two n~hincn .and four onc-hincr,. 

NOf: swpri.stng. Thompson m;elvcd some 110 Division 1 college ICbolanhip offen. He casl hi, 101 with 
basketball at the University or Florida. Thompson w» the seeorid•l~ng scorer 01\ the Caton' frosh learn. After 
Rdshirti:ng as a sophomo~ due to an ak1e injury, he wOfted hi~lf into being a pan-time- Nnef dumlg his 
juntol' and senior kaSOl\5 and was a co-captain bis rma! campaa1n wilh lhc Gaton 

Mike Dawson (Athlete. t970s) 

MiA< o.,.,,.,..(Magnolia High S<hool,Cwoof 19781. When you bcgio to rcc:all the greai 
achlcta in ~qnol..ia High annals, Mike Dawson U, alw•ys ~ the top of thc hst And \Yb)' 

not71be rugged 61\, 2. J9S-poomdcr eomcd 111....,.. in four sporu for thc Blue Eagles. 
It was foCl(baJI, howevu, whkh brought Dawson the most acelaim Following tus seruoc 

grid season in 1977. Dawson was S<l«:lcd u the W,Va. All-Class Player of thc Year by the 
Morgamow,, Touchdown Oub wtule finishing as f\UUIC'l\lp for the Kennedy Award. Thal 
same season, he was named capcain orlhc &Jl•W.Ya. Class M team as a defensive- back after 
pilfering seven passes. He wu also lhc captain or lhc all-Valley >nd all,OVAC IAmS. 
DaWIOR rv.shcd for 8,33 ~ on just 112 c.arrie5 in rune pmcs as II ktli<W tor Coach Dave ClSM. He w~ na:nQd 
stCOnd-~ all•swe a.s a qua,1crl)ac:k • a j1.1Jllor For hi.s career, Dawson accounlcd for mOn: lhaA 3,000 aJi.pwpose 
yards and ~cd tS2 points despite missing four games Wllh ~juries. 

Dawson ultima1cly xledcd West Vat;g.inla Unlvenity. As a sophomcn, he eamcd a s~n& spot as I line*kcr, 
but he injured his knee while blocking a punt against P<nn Swc. Dawson ended as• two-year Mawuainecr grid 
lct«nnan. 

The- talc:nc.ed Blue Eagle was also doMitwtt in butba.H. He was a !our-year staiwr, s«ing JIQt(WI at both cateher 
and shorutop and eamlng aJt.Wet,t Virginia laurels his junior and xnior seasons after h.clptl'lg ltad the EagSes ID lhe 
stait: IOOITWnCnt both years, He w,s • two-time all.OVAC and all• Valley hon.cJRC, xl'\'Ulg as captain of lhe latter u 
1 senior. Spring proved qlli.1': bmy for Dawson. When no1 playing baseball, he was I valuable contribu10f to the Blue 
E,gles· tnck te:.am. Oespicc linJc prac:lioe time, he was still ■bit l0 span.le in the West Virginia Class A state track 
mcct. AJ a junior.he wu MUICMlp in bcO the 100-yard duh and longJUfflP. lhe lancron the stren,glh of a lup bet~ 
terlhan21 r«1.HealsowontheWcstVdJinoaAAU 100-y>nlduhin tm. 

Oawson'was atso a lhn,c-yeu sUrlcr i:n basketball. Among his many hoop highlighU wa., a 36-point outburst 
°'ainst Wbceling Pall<. 

Tim Moxley (Athlete - 1980s) 

Tim Moxky (Barnesville High S<honl, Oass o[ 1985,) A he.\vywcighl in cvc,y $CR$C 

of lhc ward. Tun Mo,lcy is certainly dW. Modcy came up huge in boU\ fOOlball and 
wrestling ror the Slwnroc:ks. He enjoyed a 5Ur-slllddcd and champ,on-fillcd ro..- athletic 
ycan at the _,,, Bclmon1 County school. 

Ma,lcy gamcrcd aU-Oruo hoocn in football for lloc Red & Green while also pbb,ng 
a pair or si.tc ......Uing championslups. The 6 rt. 7, 300-poondcr parlayed lus prep 
adUcvcmcnts in1o a football schotarship at The Ohio Swc Universily. 

Mo,lcy was a wee-year suncr on the Shamrocks' line. He helped guide the Red & 
Green to• 17-J nwfr. aver his last two seasoos and the OVACchamplonship in 1983. 

He was aa:ordcd a bevy of first team all-star honors for his senior season play. They in<lodcd all-Valley. all• 
OVAC, all-Eastern Dim<I >nd all-Ohio by The Associated Press. He was a scoond•tum all-Ohio United Prcss 
lntcmatiortil honotu As a junior. Moir.Icy wa.s a .sccood•leam aJJ .. Valley selection. 

Mo,lcy c:arvcd out an cm, more gliucring pr<p n:sumc in the mat spon. The powerful heavyweight <aptuted 
a pair of Ohio state championships, matching the number of OVAC crowns to lus cn:dit. As a senior, he led the 
Shamrock grappletS to the overall OVAC Toomamcnt ti~c while also being-=-dcd the pn:stigious Bicrkomc 
Awanl. Mom>vcr, the Molllcy-led ma1mc11 of Coach Darrell Davis uprurcd the swc to"'1W!lcnt ium ti~c in 
J98S, His OVAC tille maichcs against Steubenvillc's Charlie Kccnan - also joining this year's OVAC Hall or 
Fame induction field - arc legendary. Moxley handed Kc:erw1 his ooly two losscs in the OVAC cver,t. Mo<lcy 
w.as so impressive on the mat that he was selocicd to lhc USA's S<:holasuc All-Amenca Wrestling "'Dream 
Team" for 1984-BS. He was third in lhc OVAC., a sophomore. 

At Ohio SIOIC, Mo,lcy was all fOOlhall. He moved into the Boc:kcycs' swtrng hncup as ■ sophomon:, aft.er 
.seeing playLng tlmcinall 13 gamc,,,.s a ~·shirt r~shman.Hc sW'ttd sevcnootoflhe Bucks' final eigW. games 
u a sophoMOtc.As ajuniOf, he: suncdall lt games andcoolinucd thu strong play UI scniOf". Heptaycd m two 
bowl games for Ohio Swc - the 1987 C<,non Bawl and the 1990 Hall or Fame Bowl, Mo•lcy was scle<l<d by 
the Washington Rc:wkw in the nintli round of the 1990 NFL 0ml. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley (Athlete - 19905) 

Dtlvid B01181 (Paden City High School, Class of 1993). Paden City prides iuclf on 
qualLty basketball. To that end, David Bosley is ot1 lhc short list of grc11 W'tldcats. 

8<>Slcy wu a saxu,g r<rror &1 1hc: tiny Wetzel County School. The sccrillg also 11'1ll1Slal.ed 
into a wealth of Wildcat winning as the Green & white advanced LO the West Vuginia 
swc iounwnen1 in 1991 and 1992. Coach Bob Burton's 'cats abo gnbbcd the: OVAC 
crowns in lhc 1992 and 1993 seasons.All told. Paden City wOI\ 81 times and lost just J2 
during Bosley's (OW"-ycat hoop career. While the Wildcats were winning, Boslc, was 
K:oring. He finished his prep days with 1.996 points, including a senior Ctmp&lgn in 
which he ncucd 29.2 poini..s, 7 .8 assists and seven rebounds per sun. Those lofty num
bct'S earned him the captaincy of 1hc all-swc tum. He was also °"lain of the: all-OVAC 
squad WI year and was 1"lnon:d by the Dapper Dans for owWlding ..,hi,..mcm. DuriJlg his sophomone 1J1d 
jUJtior scaJOns, the: S ft. 11 b.a<:kcoun dandy earned all-OVAC 1J1d all-swe honor> as Paden Cil)I advanced 10 
the SWt lOW"natnenl each Wd'llet. 

Bosley also made use of his supcrt, alhlclicism to star on the: football field for Mike Flannery. The foor-ycar 
grid lcucnnan spa&Jed u a qUU'tcfback, earning all-OVAC first-learn honors as a junior and .seniot. Ht eom
plc10d 113-of-:UI passes for 1271 yum and II touchdowns while rush"" for489 raipcs and seven additionll 
scores a.s a senior. Bmlcy wu named LO tbc Wcst:Jl1 inia Spcru Ultimate All•State Football Tcarn. AJ ajunio,. 
he oo,nplcl<d 69-<>f-112 10SSCS fo, 99S prds and • I touchdowns. He alJo rushed for SS9 yllds and six TDs. 
Bosley was also a su:llar puru,r. avmgmg 36.1 y on 29 boou. 

1 
s~°!'~n~:1~ ~s ~r~~i:.'" and field. He was an OVAC long jump champion and also was 

Bosley \OOk ~ vas1 basketball skills LO the next level. earning a schotlmlip lo LSU in the rugged SEC. He 
played four yean for kgen~ Dale Brown. who retired after Bosley's senior campaign. In Bosley·s rtna.1 

~~=R:==~ R~~/:;J°:~ ;~!: tf!'s~ !11~~~1~~ !!!t:W~~U:f~°l,~ 
Dircc:tot Cup for academic exccllen.cc ind was recognized as an SEC Scholar Athlete. 

Class 
of 

2010 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Frank Baxter (OVAC 'Contributor') 
F"'1d Baxur (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1949). When you think of 

Bridgeport High School; this is ...,.1y one afthe names that comes lO mind After all, 

=·:el:'.;~~ !tC~1:':.l sys1em for more than 60 yean as•-~ 
AJ an athlete, he was an all-OVAC honoree in foolball u a ecnter-lincbadcer and in 

basketball where he avenged 25 points per game as a senior. Aft.er a stinl in the anncd 
wvi<cs during the Korean Wu, he c:nrollod at Wcs1 Liberty State Collcic when: he 
played foolball and ran lnlek and toecivod a bochclor's degree, laler receiving his 
masttr·s from lhc University o(O.yton. 

After "'1clnng and coaching &I Bamcsvillc High School for one season. he returned 
to his alma maier and bepn an incmliblc 47-ycar lllrt as Bridgeport's athletic director believed lO be Ille 
long<sl lenun: in OVAC history- retiring in 2004. 

From 1962 to 1980, he also doubled as the Bulldogs· head boys' baskclball coach. guiding the team to a 
solid 269·128 record. His learns won fow OVAC championohips(l963. '66, '72 and '74); 14 sec:tionahi1lcs; 
two distriCI crowns and one regional championship. Bridgeport posted on onbca1cn regular scuon in 1966, 
ending ..,;t1, a final 23-1 ..cord and the UPI Clw A swo poll championship: and ruusncd as 1hc 1969 Ohio 
Class A runner-up wiUI a 2S-2 record at I time when~ w~ on1y two clas.scs lC'I &he state. 

Bax1crwas named lhc Ohio 0...A ''c-h oflhc Ycat''in J966u,d bccamolhc fintrecipiM of the OVAC's 
al~spo,U '-C-h of the Yw' award in 1969. He ,ws also sdcClcd Eastan Ohio and Eastan District ''Coach of 
lhc Ycat'' on several occ:a.siom. In 1988, Bulcr was lhc Eastan District "'Alhldic Director of the Ycat'' and he was 
induc1od into 1hc Ohio Alhlctic Admlnisa,,1015 Hill orFamc: in 1994. He has olso boon~ by the Ohio High 
School Baslcdboll Coaches Associatlon, the Nai,mi,h Memoriol llaskclbell Hall of Fune lhroogh tile OHSM in 
1988and with the Earl Hahcrf,cldCoachcsAward11theOVAC Baskdboll CLusie in 1987. llaxlerreocivtdtheCarl 
Hamill Award llom the Upper Ohio Vallcy ~ Don Club in 2003 and when the new Bridgq>ort Higl, School 
was~ 1h< floorattheJohnJ, Havliook()ymna>iwn was namcdFrv,Jc BulcrCoun. 

John Stephenson (Coaches) 
Joi,,. S~ (Waynesburg High School, Class of 1969). Rcptdcd as the "Father 

or Cadiz Wrestling". Su,phensoo assumed 1hc role of head mat COKh in the sccffld year 
oflhe sport •l 1hc school. 

His fim tcarnhadjusi 12 wn:st1crsonthesquad and rUU$hcd 5-5-2, bu& by thenc,ayear 
the IClffl had incrca5cd to 34 members and the prognm was off and running. 

Whal followed wring the nc<l 14 yurs Wllil Stephenson s,q,pcd down after the 1988 
season was WI Cadiz -1ing bcamc hiahly-n,spcc1ed 1hroughous Ille Slate of Oluo and 
was a pc,onnw Oluo Valley All,Jctie Conference powcrhowe. 

Stcphcnson-colchcd c..dinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual meet titles. 12 
OVAC C1assAA ioomamcntti~cs and 1hc ovmll OVAC mat championship in 1981 His 
lcamS also won eight ....,anal championships and seven discrict tides ..,;t1, numcn>us "'P 
IO slate 1oumamCnt finishco. hiJhhghlcd by the 1917 team winch cat)CIUOd the Oluo Class 
A Slate Wn:stling Championship. Th&! fcu earned Slcphen,on tile Ohio Cius A ''Coach of the Ycat'' selection. 

UndcT his tutelage. Cadiz produced 29 swc place fmishcn including two stale champ.,.,. and c:oun~css 
OVAC TO<lmamcnl c~•ons. Stcphcnson'> dual meet r«:0rd ...;lit the Canhnal> wu an impressive 142-18-2. 

For Ins manyoonu,1,uoans to the sport of wn:stl01& including scmng for many years on the OVAC Wrcstlmg 
Committee and .. c!i=1or of scvml secuonal and distnel tournamcnl$, Stcphcnsan was honoRd ..,;Ill the: 
OVAC's prestigious "Mr Mat Awasd'' in 1993. Hamson Ccnlnll lalcr ""'°g,un,d the long-amc coach Mlh the 
nammg of school's multipu,pose building as The John W. S1cpha,oon Center. 

Scq,hcnson rca,vcd his dcgr,:,: ,n lndustrialAfts and Pbyoical Education from Fairmon1 Stale Colli,gc, when: 
he was an NAIAAll-Ammc:an WT<Sllcr. After scq,ping down as Wff<11ing coach, Slcphcnson served as assatan1 
princii:-J &I Cadiz High School and then was promolcd lo principal II Homson Cami when the disoict r<Otp· 
nized m 1999 and he majntlUlcd that position until 2001 He has also served as principal at Harrison Hapcdale 
Elcmcntary. Harrison Lakeland ElcmcnWy and has been Buildings and Grounds Supervisor for 1hc distric:l 

Otis Winston (Athlete - 1ms> 

Otis Wuutoll ('loronto High School, Clas, of l992J. Winston,, synonrmous wilh Olu.o 

Va];rn:~ j:a~:e!:. '!~~r:wm:: =J.::~~;~::~~rn~:u1ti. 
factled !kills boll\ i11 tnck u well as b&skelball. 

on ~•~~fe':n~:.:i~ ~:l :Cv:'J~ru;:r~~i~~=~ fi!:'::1~ 
Oh.io horiors .u a senior. 

W'uuton is still the Red Knights" all-time lcodlng.....,. via his l,4S3 fflal\m. As , 
senior, the uhletic forward carried his le.am to an OVAC l-A crown thanll. Ln part, lo his 
31.t pointi, 14 tebowub, sit ae.aJ, and si,c. assists per game. 

He was lhc model of coru:islcac:y as JdJcd:cd in a 20-game ~ of 30 points ot more HLS single game hiJh was 
~- He was bcMll the Easlem lllsa,ci and DiSIJICt S Pia~ of The Year and S1arml m the Ol!Jo NOffi-So.nh Game. 
scori11g 18 points in• wirltling uux As a JUIU0t, he avaaged 25 points a game and w&S f1nt•1Cam all-OVAC. He 
also enjoyed I supc,b sophomore y..r. gauun, finl-1W11 a!I-OVAC bofton with his 18 points I game 

for the: Red Knigl11 lhinclads, the: 6 ft , S Wins10n was a tbn><-l<m< stoic champion, 1W1e< in the high 1ump and 

jumthc r=t;hi•, ':~:!!~;:~\,pc~~ ':ii:~Fwj:,mP 1111c • a sophomott Wlth .1 6-10 
./is alhlctit ath.icvemc:nU lod him lo Columbus whe~ ht starred in both sports !or 'The Ohao Swe Un.1ven1l)' 

ou~":i~1~~H~==~~: rs:~'::~!: h~j:1r8t~ ~~~;(~$ 
Winston compet.ed ln the 1996 Olymp~ trials. 

He wu no slouch for lhe Buc:lr.e:ya in baskelbaH, eamin.g a ltarting bath as • junior, :tpccL&lizing ~ • defensive 
stoppa. He s,:n,«I the Buckeye hoopstcn as co.-capwn uascnior and finished h.is: CUfft'Wilh a 17-poinl outing 
agains:l halcd-ri\fal Michigan. He was a lhtcc--yc:ar OSU buketball letterman 

Winston went on to play prof'es.sional basketball 1n Ruui:a An. ordained minister. he still Hves in lhe C-Olumbu.\ 
.1tca. He owns his own proGuction company and is a bank computer 1echnietan. He also fiads time to coach track 
a, New Albany High Scbool. 

Rick DeLuca (OVAC 'Family') 

Rick DeLMc• (Wamn Consolidaled High School, Class of 1970), Probably the 
only qu .. tion regarding Del,""",. m whol ospe,:t of tile OVAC bun·, he made a 
significant contnbution. Whether il's the arduous task of comp1bng the conference 
slandings, serving on various committees, developing new vcnllll'CS. coaching and 
even rep,:,rring the events through the medta. Deluca has done 11 alt 

He's 1heone who puts logether the weekir slandmgs in a majority of spol'L< in the 
OVAC, including football, volleyball, boys and g,rls' bauetball and baseball. 

It was Deluca who fonnulatcd the OVAC basketball playoffs, semi!$ as the 
director of thal event, and who also combined witll OVAC Executive Secrcwy 
Tom Rataic7.ak to establish the OVAC Museum a historical look at the confer• 
ence, iL< schools and athle1<s throughout the yc:ars • which is housed in WesBanco 
Arena in Wheeling. 

Deluca also serves on the OVAC Volleyball Comm,ttee, the OVAC Baseball Comm,ncc, the OVAC 
Boosters Committee and the OVAC Scholarship Committee. 

He also offers - through his Deluca Reilly business venture • a yearly OVAC ¼llcyball 
Scholanhip. 

Deluca, who also coached the high school baseball teams at Bndgcport for three years and B~kcyc 
Local for one year. is a velerln of the Ohio Valley media, wo,king for more tiw, 40 years as a part•WJIC 
spol'L<wril<r al The Times Leader. He was a three-time finalist for Ohio Spol'L<wnter of the Year by 
the National Sportswriter and Sportsculers Associa11on and received four awards from the Ohio Prep 
Sportswritcn Association. He also WTI)le some articles for USA Today in 1L< early years and has had 
sevent.l non-sports atticles published in various regfonal and national publica1ions. 

William 'Bill' Davies (Media) 
Willi.,.. J. "Bill" D,r,,iQ (Barnesville High School, Class of 1944). A "genii• gi>rtt" 

who wore many bats during bis lirctimc, it wOWd be easy to label Davies as .. Mr. 
BamaVIUc" to many inside and oul.Side lhc westem Belmont County communicy, b!Jt it 
wu in the media wbm he made pcmaps his poatest impac1. 

After enlisting in the Navy duruii World Warn and scrvioi with the Navy Scabc<1 in 
Olcinawa, he aaendcd Mi>m• (Ohio) Univc,.il)' and compldod Iii> cducllion •• 1bc Ohio 
Stale Univmi1y when: he gradoalCd from 1hc OSU School of Joornllism in 1950. 

A true .. old school .. reporter who could recall many names and events at lhe dn>p of 
• h,t., bi, lifelong career was spcnl right in his backyard at The Barnesville EnteTprisc 
until tus rttin:rnent in 1994, serving several yws., editor-publi$hct while also covering 
5'::~~J ~";: : 1

if:!Y~11c alhlctiC$ rot The Enterprise, but be also was • 
valuable contributor to 1hc sports dcpartm,nls at The Tunes Leader in Manins Ferry and The Daily Jclfmonian 

,n ~~~-,por1s-n,t,,i,d awards Davies received were• Distinguished Setvicc Award from thc Bam,sville 
wrestling prognm in 1991; the: Diraict 12 Ba.,lcclboll Coochcs Aooocialion Distingwshod 5"mc Award in 19%; 
lhc Ohio Baseball HIii of Fune Media Award in 1997; and indu<tioo into the Ohio Prq, Spallswri"'" A>scciaion 
Hall offamc in 1998. 

He also was nb:tod inD lhc: Bsncs,ilk An:a-Foundalion Hall ofFllltlC in 1998; --~ Cioiial 
oflhc: y..,., 1994; IOC<iwda FoordenAwanl fium lhoOftioAmciatic,,ofC<,rm,,ntyCdlq,s: ..i BJllCC"lhc:1Dpoflhc: 
H ..... T,.. 11 BdmonlToclri:alCollege. 

Davies was a va«il)' le11cnnan in football ond boolr.ctball in high school, and was a member of the gold 
medal-winning boskethall team in tile I 94S Pacific Olympics. He was a rogi,lcml buk,tboll official for 20 
years and served as Ohio Stadi""' bench >CCuril)I and u an usher at Buckeye football games llom l9S8 until 
the: year of hi• dc.atll in 2003. 

Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Coaches) 
Cl,,u/a "Cbcll" W.a (Stcubcnvillc High School, Class of 194S). A mainstay of 

Big Red athlerico, Coach Wan made his mark both as head baskelball and b■><ball 
coach. 

In baskc1ball, Wott ass1Stod AJll VIIOC8tG befon: taking over in I 967 and beginning 
a 23-ycar stint u head coach. During thal time, he compiled a Steller record of 350-
149, a wiMing percentage of 70.1. 

Big Red won eight OVAC championships Wider Wan (1971, '75, '78, '79, '10, 
'81, '86 and '90) and he was named the District S Bmetball Coaches AJsoeiation 
-Coach of the Year" in each of tllosc scuono while being named OVAC "Coach of 
the Year" in both 1971 and 1990. His teams won 12 sectional tillos, including seven 
slralght from I 9S3 through 1990; and caprun:d four distrie1 championships ( 1970, 
·11, •gs and '90). 

He was inducted ,n10 the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1994 and 
mto Ille Distric1 S Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame. 

Wan also succeeded Vaccaro as Ille school'• head baseball coach, serving in that role from J96S-7S and 
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. H,o Big Red teams won IWO OVAC championships (1968 and 1973); th= 
sccllonal riUcs (1968, '72 and '7S) and one distri<t crown (1972). 

He also coa,:hed the S1e11bcnvill• American 1,cgion Posl 33 team for many ycaro. After serving as an 
as,istanl to Vaccan> from 1957-82 befon: becoming 1hc manage, in 1983 and posting a 367-104 n:conl, 
including slatcchampionships in 1984 and 1989. 

Wan's coaching career iu:rually began in his senior season al Stcubcnvillc College when he 100k over 
at m1d-scason and guided a team that started out 3-S to a 14-8 record to cam recognition as the "Mos1 
Improved Team in Ille Country" as determined by tile Dick Dunlcel National Raring Syslem. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Officials) 

Jo~11 "Strw,ky' Jfaww, (McKinley Vocational School Class of 1943) 
A dedicated and colorful mdividual who was easily recognizable by his nick
name, Haloszb spent 40 years as an officaal m the Oluo Valley. worung !ugh 
school g.,.... m foocball, bw<etball,softball . bascball and track, 

He also officiated in the Wheehng Outdoor Basketball League whic:h fea• 
tured such players as Ohio State University gre.us John Havhcek and Jeny 
Lucas and We•t Vuginia University legends Jeny West and Rod Hundley. He 
al50 work«i many yf;8C$ 1n the Sl, Viru;cn11s Tournament and the Sistersville 
Independent Tournament - both w1dely~gmu:d for ~ng top ~ollcgl..ic 
players from throughout the tn-state - -

He worlced a host or w .. t Vi11inia SecondAry School Activ,tics CommisS10n (SSAC) tournament 
games at the sectional. n:gfonal ud stale levels and also officilllt:d in the West Virginia Catholic State 
Tournament 

Among the honors Haloszb received wen: an SSAC Service Award at the state basketball touma
mcn1 in 197S; an SSAC Meritorious Award for 30 ye&D or officiating roocball and basketball an 1984; a 
Meritoriow Award for ouutanding service to high school athletics from the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association (OHSAA) in 198S; recognition from the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials for his 
many ye"" or service m 1986: honorary hfetimc memberships to the Ohio Valley Boan! or Football 
Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Board of Basketball Offic,als ,n 1990 

He w., also honored by the TJ'ppcr Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding achievements and 
c:ontributioll$ to high school sporl$ in ~ area in 1989 -1d rcc:ognizcd .s ~ honorary offkial at the 
31st annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All Star FOOlball Classic an 2002. 

Henry Josef czyk (Athlete t9SOs) 
Htnr, "Hllllk" /o,efa.,i (YOt!cville Hip School. Class of 1956). Allct five de<ades, 

he holds the Oluo Valley record Cor basked>all SCOMg avcncc COt • seniot The 6-fOOl-6 
CCl1l<f s<OO:d l WI points in 26 g..,,.. for a 42.l per game nonn. He averaged 17.S per 
game with ns pomts as ajun,or and rus roor•yw total of 2.001 points ranks in the Top 
IS m Oluo Valley hasu,ry. 

An 11- lcucr winner - four each m basketball and baseball and thra: m football - he 
led the Ouctillitcs to a 22-4 team m:ord u a setUor They won lhc JeffcrSoo County title 
C0< the sec:ood maigl,1 yur plus the Ohio Class B soction and disu,ct crowns ancludul& a 
win over an uoocaa:n Stnubu,g u:am bcCon: los111g to Cbagnn falls. 62.«J. 111 the regional 
IOOmlmCnt. As a S<IIIOC. he broke the YOt!cville single game sooring rocord set by OVAC 
elwtcr Hall of Farner Ken Alcss1 by nclling 76 points ...,.SI Shadyside, a tum he also s<OO:d 60 on an anothet 
game He had 62 aga,nst l.msly "11d Cow SO.point pmes to average 4S I pou,ts ftt ,egulat season The 76-point 
game as thethird-highc.t an OV lurory and came an the final 1<gular '"'°" game, a 99-78 win 

losc:f<,yk was sclcctl:4 fi,st tum AII-Oluo, AII-OVAC "11d AII-Ea,tem Oh«> as well as Chuok Tayloe AII
Amenca r«X>f:nition by playing u, the annual Nont,.South All•- Game in Mumy. Ky He also played 111 
the Oh..W Va. vs Kenn.:ky AII.Sl&t pm:s in Huntington, W Va. aod Ashland, Ky. 

He reportedly had some 200 oollegc scholarship oft'ers and th<; senior class ~idem_ and wuworian selcctl:4 
the Univcrs,ty of O,.yton. Hew., adu-ec-ycar vonaty leamnan w,th lhc: Ayen after play111gon the Cn:slunan team. 
In hu sophom.otc sea,on.he wua reserve on the 2$-4 record NTTrunncr-uptcam which lost in OYCrtimctD Xavier 
after beWlg Fordham and St. John's . At Dayton, he roccived the fam 1- L. Macbah Scholat-Athletc Awanl 
111 19S8. He grad1WCd in 1960 in Electrical &u,inccri"i and rccc:ived a masta's degn:c: from Case Institute of 
Tc<:hnology. He rclUffled., UD as an inmuculr Cot awo yean, 1'aChing the Khool's ram ~-digiw co"'I"'"' 
~. Al"" tim1:. ~yton wa, orw: of only four eoUcgcs to offer comp.111:r courses. He lh::n JOlncd lhc bus1J1css 
..,,,Id. worlcing for 12 yw, for hltclCorp, 

Larry Duck (Athlete 1960s) 

u,rry Drld. (Manins Feny High School. Ow of 1962). Winning and uny l>Jck go 
hand-in-hand. 

The prep g,idiroo legend was one of the key pieces in the Purple Rider,' amazing sue= in the Ille 1950s and early 1960s. The punisJtlni and powerful Dude was a thn:o-yur 

g,i= ~~~about his illusuiO<ls grid carocr was lhc: fact thll he ncvo, losl 
a game as the Purple R.idc<S went 30-0. As a sophomo<c, Duck SWtOd a1 middle guard (or 
the F=ian,, "°""hcd by Hayden Buckley. As a junior, he .unod &1 boch linebacker "11d 
fullbacl< u rookie CC>ll<h Bob WIDft guided - 10-0 campaiJ,i. Duck's contributions 
did oot go unnoticed as he was fim • ...,. all-OVACand co-apwn of the all-Valley IC&m. 
Ouck.·s .senior year was even more &mlZU'lg as Wion's charges rolled to yet anothcf 10-0 
season. Dud. lwllcd in a myriad o(po<t-sea,on honon. He was lW11Cd captain of the all-OVAC and all-Valley 
1CanU and earned f,m.i,am all-Ohio plaudits as • fullbacl<. He was named to the Senior Schowtic All•Amcrican 
Tc.an while also pining a ip01 in the Ohio Nor1f'l•South All•Stat Game in Canion. Moreovu. he was named UPI 
"Back of the Year" after avmgu,g 6.6 yatds u:any, sooring 12 IOO<hdowns "11d pining 911 yanls. 

The 6 ft .. 220-pound l>Jck was no--.po,,. -• as he was 1 _,., in basketball whllc also excelling in track. 
He putted the shot more than SO Ced "11d twirled thc ctisms beatt than ISO Ced, boch pn,digiow distoncd in that aa. 

Duck accepced a sdlolarshipto WVU andsub,cqumlly led the Mountai-.' freshman ream in n,shing. His 11ay 
in MorgllnlDWn was sbort-l;vcd as he transCcrred ., Memphis Swc Univmity. The move worlccd oot e,ceplionally 
well as Dud. 5lar1<d ttu.. years 81 middle guanl. His,,.,_ VOied him MVP following hls senior year. Duck 
was also chosen to play in the p,atigiow Blue-Oray All.Star Game in Alot,ama. 

Duck's prolific play lod him ID~ ahftcd by the: Canadian Foo1ba1J ~. He oplCd ID ..,,,.;n II r,temphis as• 
~-L He l<lllrTlcdhomc andaccq,ocda-,,;.,g pooilionll Manins Ferry High in 19'10. He spmt the next 
30 yearsll his almama1E:r,iaching,cmdiingandalsoscrvinga stintas lllhlcli< du'cco)r. Hcguid<d the: Ferry boys'bas
kctt,ol1 _,, ID a 20-S n,oord and a district champanship in 1982. He lal,tcoachcd the girl$" t:am ID much IUCCCSS. 

Less Browne (Athlete 1970s) 
uu a,...., (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1979). From Columbi.ana Coonty, 

to Colorado, to Canada, Browno wu an all-star football player &1 every stop. 
Browne was a lhroc•sport standout 11 F.ast Live,pool. with fOOllJoll being his forte. 
His g,id het-oics ..., highlighr.d by eight lcickolf or punt returns for roucbdowns under 

the late Ted Maley. In his ,cnior y<M ll Eut Uve,pool. BrowncTUShed for992 yard., md 
sand 56 points in coming second-tam all-Ohio h0110B. 

Browne was also a swadout basketball player and sprinter Cor the Poaon while also 
owning d\c ddtinction or bcin8 his senior cl&ss presidmt. He was cllOSffl East Li~l 
Review .. Player or the Yur" in 1978. 

The Vc1'S&lile g,iddcs' was reauir.d 10 Colondo Stal< as a running back. He quickly and 
swnlcssly made the lrZnSition to dcfcmive ba<k, swting in the Rams' socooda:y Corth!tt 
years. The S ft. 11.170.poonderled ColondoStm, in inta<eptioas in 1980. 

Following his 5":llat collcgiau: ......-, Browne signed as a free agent with the Hamilton 1iger.C..S in 1984 and 
he wosted no time making his prcscnce felt north of the b:xdcr. He earned al_l-Ea,tem and CFl.. all-sur awanls 
., a defensive back in 19115 and 1986. Browne moved on to sur Coe the WuuupcgBluc Bombers from 1989-91. 
Owing the latter two ycan, he c,tablishcd CFl.. roands for most_ inll:R:Cption return yanls i~ • suson with 273 
and 267. n,spcctively. After one Y<M w,th the Ouawa Rougll Riden. one,. which he again led the league an 
intcn:eplion rttum yardage, Browne closed out his CFLcareer with the Brilish Columbia Lions in 1994. The 
Lions c:aptlll'cd the co"'acd Grey CUp that season. Browne set league records for l1QI ......-~ (117) 
and .-rcgulat-sc:ason intA:r<:<ptioa rttum yardage ( 1.508). Allct bis playang days. Browne went on to serve 
IS an assisWll coach U'I lhc CR.. 

Halls or Fame: an: nothing new., Browne. He was inducted into the East Live,pool Hall of Fame in 1993 and 
he was 1alC< inducted into the Canadian Football Hall or Fame. 

Fred Bruney (Athlete t940s) 
Frt4 B"""' (Mutins Ferry High School, Class of 1949), An hona-ed foocball player 

a1 th!tt levels - hlgll school, oollege and pro, he ctchod lus name in Putplc R,dcr km 
as a scn,or when he led the 11143 tam to• 9-0-1 rccord. Perry was rooked No. 3 in tt,e 
Ohio one-claso poll 1,chind No. I M..,illon (8-1) "11d No, 2 C.,,ton McKmley (9-1), The 
lone ~c was a """'less strug&lc with unbcabon Triadclphia (9-0-1) played beCort 10.961 
a1 Fetty Saadium, 

Allct the mid-season tic with the Trwls, Bruney led Fetty to ww over Bellaire, 3>-0; 
East t..ave,pool, 13-1! Steubenville, 20--0, t.insly, 35-0; and Mansfield. <,-0_ Bniney hrt.d 
the Raden pa.,1 Eut Liverpool with a socood half corneba.k. led Fcny po.n S1<ubcnvillc. 
CoUowu,g a .scon:lcss first halC. with a TD nm and TD pass; "11d s<OO:d the pme's only 
TD an a 6-0 WU\ over sw,.ranked Mansfield, Pcrry had seven shutouts "11d allowed ooly 
19 points. 

The Cout,ycat food>all player, who also played basketball and tan b'ad<,eamedAII-Ohioho<>o<, ftom hl,.,.ai;onal 
New, Service .. wen .. All-OVAC "11d All-Eutcm ()hio recognition. The triple-tla:<at playe, led the Riders '" ,,...i,.. 
,ng w ,ooring with 97 points ptu. six ro pas,cs "11d also led the_,, in pass interceptions "11d kick rmims. 

He wcnl on IO Ohio Swe University where the IWO-WIY back had I jl pus interoeptioru - second on the 
Buckeye chans mcluding ttu.. in one game He was a f1rst tum All-Big Ton Confen:nce choice and played in the 
East-Wes1 Shnne Game. 

Bruney wu the 3Sth overall draft p,ck, in the third round by the Cleveland Browns 111 19S3 and play,d ,,. 
Y<M' in the NR. with the San FranciS<O 49er,. Pittsblirg!a Stoclcr, and Los Angeles Roms From 1960-62. he 
played in the upstan AR. with the Boston Palnoo aod twice earned AR. All-SW sww He ended willl IS pro 
pass inaerceptions. 

He then served JS years as an NR. assistlffl coadl with the PluladclpltiA Eagles, Atlanta Falcons, Tampa Bay 
B_.._., New Yo,!c G,ants and Indianapolis Colts. When he relin:d in 1997. he had the long,est lr:IIUJ'C a, • playe, 
and coach in pro Cootb&ll. 

Bruncy was the Ul'P" Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Co-Man of the Year in 1981 along with OVAC Hall offamcr 
Tom Keane: "11d was induclcd urto the City of Manin, Pmy Hall of Pamc 1112009. 

Don Sutherin (Athlete 19s0s> 
Do11 S/lllkrin (Toronto High School. Class or 1954). A thra:•spott.12-lencr winncdor 

the Red Knights, he wncd All,Ohio, AII-OVAC, All,Valley and All,EaslCm Ohio Cootball 
hol'U)N a.s a set1iorwhcn he scored 19ofToronco·s 24 ms Md accounted for74 or the Red 
Knights' 9S first downs in a S-4 reconl season. 

The l8S-pound two-way back•ki<k rctutnc:,,pw,tcr•kickcr scored 129 po,nu and 
accounted ror 2.3SS yal<h for an average or 2SO yards a game. He rushed for t .1)22 
yards and passed ror 833 yards. On defcmc, he rctumed two of four pass interceptions 
Corxorcs 

He al,o led the Red Krughts to a I 6-2 regula, .....,., basketball reconl, the O<cond b<>t 
mark tn school history ..i ihac time. 

He earned a fooiball scholarship to Oh.H> Swe Univcrstcy and ltncred all Mc varsicy 
seasons as a rwo-way b&ck-klct rcrumer-kickcr-puntcr on two Big Ten Con!en:ncc title 
ceams As a sc-nt0r. on a 9-1 record team, he ticked lhc winning 34-yard-fictd which decided• J0-7 Rose Bowl 
victory 0'\11:1' Oregon. 

Drafted in the eighth round by the New York Giants, he started a 13-ycar pro career u • dcfcnstvc back
placc1uckcr. Kc played two scuons in the Nfl. with lhc OWlt.s and PittsbWJ;h Stc:clcn. and played 11 ycm in 
the Canadian Football League: with Hamilton. Ottawa and Toronto, 

A perennial CFLAU-Sw. he played in eight Grey Cup tide games in 10 ycm and wu on four champ1onship 
teams \oVbcn he rctiml, he- was: lhe all•timc scoring leader in the Cfl, at1d held J8 CFl.. teCOtds. He also served 
u a Cfl..scout and wistant coach from !9&1-91 

ln 1992, he was indu<ted into the CA, Hall or Fame, He abo is inducted into the Toronto High School and 
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halls or Fame. He ,.,ides in Hartville, Oh;o, where he LWght a1 Lake High 
School and KrYcd as football coach be(OR: retiring in l 997 . 

Joe Niekro (Athlete t960s) 
Jo, Ni,luo (Bridgeport High School. Class of 1962). The yOW1gcr half or the most 

sue<essful brothers pit<hiJlg tandem in Major League Baseball history. Joe carved his pro 
niche after distinguishing. himself on the mound at the prep and collegiate levels. 

Nicklo pocketed 221 Major League: WW u he and older brocher Phil teamed for 539 
victories, still the profess:ion,J high~ mart. 

His athletic feats took 1001 &I Bridgeport High. wher'e he WU mon, than just a pitching 
standout. Niclao, in -lion to his baseball accolades, was an all-OVAC basketball playa- 81 
the Kithood-based tchool. Nickro was a major pl.ayer in the Bulldop capcuring thl<c SU>iglu 
a ... M bu:boll sc,;tional ond distri<t dtlcs, the lorgest ,1 ... in Ohio &1 that time. 

He closed out his PffP earecr in stcll.,- f&$hCon, toss.ing a no--hitter ~gain st Martins~ 
in the scctiona.l semifinals. He was honored u an all<Eastcm Ohio baseball sclcctJon. 
Baseball had no OVAC All-Sw acam at that dme. 

Following his successful Bridgcpon tenure. lhe Blaine resident maniculatcd to West Libert)' Staie Colle~ 
whcN, played both baseball and baslcctball (or the Hill~. Nieklo helped pit<h the Gold & Black oflcgcnd· 
uy Coach Geo~ Kovalick to the 1964 NAIA national ode. 

His collegialc Cetcs helped propel Nieklo to a l2-y,ar Major League ,,.,..,. He pildaed for ,.,co teams dur
ing his carQCr. with 11 SC8$(N1S as a member of the: Houston. Astrm He won 21 games for the Astros m 1979 
and followed thal with 20 more victories in 1980. 

During the 1979 campaign. he made the Nation.al League All-Sw acam. leading the senior cimiit in wins and 
$hutouu (5). He won chc- Sporting News Pitcher of the Year Award and was runner-up to Bruce Sutter in~ Cy 
You.ng "•C· Nickro s,iti:hed in. one World Series, lh&l coming in 1987 wilh the M1MCSOU. Twins. Joe hil one 
major league home rvn, that coming off brother Phil in 1976. . 

Niekro died Oct.26.2006 lftcr suffering a brun aneurysm. but hu legacy lives on through_The Joe Naekro 
Foundation cte&lcd by his only daughter, NIWie. The (ounduion'.s proceeds arc doAau:d IO vanow: h0$pLtals in 
an effort to c~pand intU.l')'Sm ttcatnx:1'11 and rcscan:h. 

Mike Wright (Athlete t970s) 
Miu Wript (WcUsvillc Hid, School. Class of 1976). Rcgorded as one of lhc moot.,.,.. 

sanlc amk:ccs in I ndition-rid. school, Wrigh1 etched his NmC in the ngs;rs• football and 
basketball n:c:ool books. 

Wright staned 11 quarterback for thl<c years and also was a four-year IWtcf II point guard 
for Coach Bobby Dawson's hoop juwmaut. 

The 6 ft. 3, 185-pound dual·tluul quall1l:1back gujdcd the up,ri,erllgers to their best tmo-
"'"in scbool grid history, COff!filing • ~ 24-<I cud, highliglucd by. tdiool-bc:st ~ ledger in his junior year. Wellsville went ~2 in Wrighf's IICRior year. wilh boch blemishes 

t,y a~ point. Wright was a~ all-OVAC rust,tcam - while also sar-,ng 
a!I-Disrricthoncrs. He was one o[dx: valley's most prolific griddcn, accumulatin& 1 .218 yanls 
in toCal offense and IS TDs. 

Wright was even rnoR: ~i\lC on the hardwood. 
As a men: frosh. he playal an integral role in the Tiger, winni'!4 18 of 23 games. $cod for Class M SO<tional and 

district dwnpionshipo. As a sophomore Wrigllt, combining crallincsJ with a1111cticism, ,parlcled in a 21-1 season, 
which sawtheTigcngain the No. I nnking in thc UPI poll. Wdlsvillc followed thal with an_OVAC ClassMcham
piDlllhip in Wright's junior cwnpaign. The Tigers went 19-2 and ■pin <laim,;d the mp spot 111 the UP! poll . 

Thal xa lhc table (or a senior baskclball seasoo like.., other in Wellsville boys' hoop history. 
Wriglll led Wellsville to iu fim-cver sta1< -..amcnt bcnh. The ,pod.,. Tage,i feD to Dayton Roch in the SWI: 

toumcy semifuials. The season also saw the Columbiana Countw1s l)OCket another OVAC Class AA _crown. For his 
efforts Wrigha was named Ea,tem District .. Player of The Year" while pmering ,ooood-tcam all-Ohio honors from 
the Associated Prcu and third-...,. all•SWI: plaudits from UPI The awo-time all-OVAC pick was named capuin of 
the all-Valley team his ran.al yur,in which he averag«I IS.I points per game . 

Wright aceepred a football grant-in-&Jd to Bowling c;,..., Swc University. Wridll landed the swt111g quancrboctc 
job his junior -,..,. pasSing for more than I .SOO yatds. He f ollowcd that with more lhan 1,100 passu>g yanls as • senior 
while earning all-Mid American Conference honors. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete t980s) 

Mtlusa H""""""" (Shadyside lligl, School. Class or 1989). This fomcr Lady 
ligcr,... a !illlrulout in throe spons during her prop cat=, but it was baskOlball whctc 
die shined the brightest. 

Hammond was a four.year lctletwiMcr for the lady ligcn who wcl\l onto a 
four-you carcct II WC$! Liberty Stale College, etdung her name 1ntO hi-,, II both 
schools. 

Al Shadysulc, lbmmond was I prolifu; ,i-cr en rout, lo hcr school-record I.516 
pou,u. She mined 112 th=-point goals. Her 46 points. IS a junior, during in a game 
ap,nst 8uc~ Noni, Is also u,ps in school htsuxy 

During hcr juruor-. Hammoncl -just tllc socond female in Ohio V.Ucy himly to avenge_ 111""' 
30 poinls • gomc 1130.2. She was"""' lhan •-·-· .. she a,uagcd 9.1 n:boonds, 6.2 IISSl51s. S.O 
-1.s and drilled 67 tlvcc,pou,t goals. 

As a senior, Hammond a,uagcd 2.8.l points a gomc ancl was nomcd all-Clluo DiviSIOII IVs..,. P!.aycr althc: 
Year by UPI. She: also .....god 9.S n:bounds, 8.1 uslsl$. 6.S 51<:als, shat 48 percent from the: n00<, 80.1 pcm,nt 
11 the bnc and S8 pcn:cnl from thn,e.poinl """'· 

Hammond was named second-ium all-Ohio by The Assoc,llod Press IWIC< ancl was sclcelod to the: 0'1io 
Nort!I-South AII-SW'Gamc. She was C>jl<ain of the all-OVAC ICam iw;cc. 

Hammond also dooblod a., a softball player ancl throw<rforthc: track !com. 
Shc:eamod foudellcninsoftbollancl tlvcc mon: inin.:k.She wasanall-OVAC 6m t<am setection lhn:e timcs 

1n softball and once an all-Ohioan. 
In tnck. she was an all-Eastan District pctfonncr in the: shat put and disaJs. 
Al West Liberty. Hammond was a four-year baskelball starte<. She sccred 2. I SO poinlJ from 1990-93, wlud, Is 

still the West Libeny rccord and Lhird-bcst in WVIAC history. Hammond, who also stamd in sollball II Wl.SC. 
wu the: second female athlou, u, be uu!ucr.od to thc: West Libcny Sports !WI of Fame. 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete t990s) 
1- Btmob<i (Weirton Madonna High School, Cius of 1993), This Former 

Lady Blue Don wu one of the most prolific and unselfish basketball play= from the 
Ohio Valley. 

8cmob:i lx:lpod u, guide tllc lady Blue Dons to tlvcc str.ught 5111c toumomcnt appear
""'°'and.during ~er senior season al 1992. MadoMa llrou&ht home thc: scllooi's seoood 
5111c dlampionship with a brilbant 24-2 reaitd. 

Dunng 1h11 1992 campai • a.....,.d 17.S pou,u, rix reboonds,..,,.,, wists 
and ~ mots • g the T.000-pomt mail. All told. die finished her 
prq>C811'Cfwith I mon:lhanSOOcan,erwist.,, 

Aft<r hcr seni« season, llcmabei was rwnod capwn ol the West Vuginia □ass A All 
Sta1c team and captain al tile OVAC Oass A-AA West Vaginia k:am when basla:tball wa$ a 
fall spcrt. She: also_.,..... in both the OVAC and North-South all-star games. All u,ld, llcmobe, w,. • 1hn:c,timc 
all-stat«. She: wos a seoood team cllolcc as a sophomo,c and a lint 1e1m selection u a junior. 
~~• basl<ctball was whcre llemabe, made her man:, she also excelled for Madonna in track and field as well 

.. IA:nnti, eanung 1-n in each spoit. In 199). llemabe, brought two gold medals home from the West Vugirua 
slllc nck mcrt She was a part of tllc WUU1111g 4,200-mcta n,lay as well as tllc wvuung shuttle hurdle n,L,y She 
,.,, a leg on the suu: runna-up ◄•!~meter !day k:am. Dunng the 1992 .,nni, season, llemabei wu a part of an 
OVAC-winning dotlblcs I.Cam m tennis. 

8cmob:i complclod her degree in 1997 from West Libcny Stal< College. Dum,g her earccr wtth the Lady 
H;Utoppers, she scored 1.317 pointswlirushod wilh 1.107 assi51S. which Is the NCAA Division U reaitd. Dunng 
hcr senior seasoo, l!ernalJci was named WVlAC P!.ayer or tllc Year and Division n All•Amcncan a1tc, helping 1o 
leod WI.SC u, a NCAA Toumament appean,ia,. She: .,... rwnod first ,earn all-conference in the WVlAC all fo..
ycan and WU inducu:d to the Wcst Liberty Alhldic Hall al Fame U1 2002. 

8cmob:i cmmd the "'11C!ung IWlks II We.st Virginia Wesleyan. She: ....., then (o,- a ycv and has also worked II 
Eastcm Kauucl:y, West v.,.;n;. and the University of Maryland where she won a naJionoJ clwll)ionship ring as an 
usiSW\1 coach and n'.'ICl\lJtin& a,ordirwor. 

Class 
of 

2011 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Richard 'Dick' Thumes (OVAC 'Contributor) 
RicJ,;,nJ "Did" 11,,.,,,,. (Benwood Union High Sc~ool. Class or 1946). Dllring 

a 17 year career as a head football coach 11 three different spots, Thumcs won an 
impressive 7S percent or his games (112 36-7). Even more imprcs.sivc, however. was 
the fact that rive Thumes-coaehed IA:ams posled undefeated rc<OTds. 

His firs, stop was C&meron High School, when: he compiled a lhrcc-year min. 
or Jg.(,.l, luRld'&hted by an unbca"'n (7-0-l) IA:atn ,n 1956 which WIS ranked No. 2 
among Welt Virpna ,mall school team,, 

Thumes lhcn mo""' on lo Wam:n Consobdalod High School. serv,ng as head coach 
for 12 years (19S8-69) and posung a 78-26-6 mar\. His i..ms put together unbcolen 
seasons in 1961. •62, '64 and '67, The: first lhrce or those icams won OVAC Clus A 
champlonsh1ps while all four wen: Eastern Otuo Alhlcbe League kitigpins. 

Af'tcr S1A:eping aside for a couple of yc:an, he mumed to coach the ncwly-consohda!A:d Buckeye South 
High in its lint two seasons (1972-73), posting a combined 16-3-1 n:conl. 

Het«>eived.....al "CoachoftheYear"awards - (rom theWheclinglntclliF"C'10 1964, TheTunest...dcrin 
1967; and the Eastern OhioAthle6c League in 1961, '62. '6S and '67: and the APEasu:m Di"1tct in 1964 and '67 

Thumcs was also the: toeipien< of tllc Belmonc Hills Co,mtry Oub's 27th Annwl A<:hie,emc,,t Foolb,all 
Coaches Awan! in 196S and the Upper Oluo Valley Dapper Dan Cub's OutstandingAclu.....,...,tAward in 1961 

He was inducted into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association H~l of Fame in 1985 
Thurnc, was also a long•ume assistont basb:lball c;oach lo fellow OVAC Hall or fame,- Henry Lazas7. and 

he also coached baseball. tn.ck and golf ai vanous times duririg his c.arecr. 
In high school~ Thurn.es was I thttC•)Gf lett.:rman in football as a c:cnier linebacker. g.aining lhird team 

all-West VUJlnll rccogrul.101\ and first &cam all-OVAC honon. 
He went oo to play II West Liberty Stale College in the "()olden Era" of Coach Joe Bar1<II, starting at 

ccnlef on cwo undefeated 1cams and pla)1ng 1n the Pythion Bowl and the Smoky Mounlain Bowl, both 
Hilltoppcr victories. 

Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 1980s) 
J•Jf Sweilt,r (Brooke High School, Class of 1987). This Former B"'in wa.s Ollce 

described by his high school coach, Paul "Bud" Billiard, as the best player he ever 
c°""hcd. 

He's definitely one of the most decorated Bl\lin.s 10 come from the storied program 
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpin. 

Sweitzer helped lead the BN1ns to back-to-ba<k appearances in lhc West Virginia 
state championship game as a quancrback during his junior and senior seasons. He 
was a four.year mainstay for the p~. spending time as a tuMmg back. defcn• 
$ivc back and kic;k returner bcfo~ sh.ift.ing to qlWte~k 

As a .scruor, when the Brwns ftruShed 11-2 as I.he st&lc runner-up. Sweitzer set an 
Ohio Valley record for lo1lll yardage wilh 3,399. He also accounted for 36 touch
downs, or hts yardage tot.al, he had 2,203 passing; 674 TUShing and 522 on luck returns 

After that senior season. Sweitzer, ~o also shined in baseball For lhe Bl\lins. repeated on the lirsl team 
all-state squad and w .. named the captain of the offensi-.. unit. He was also !IIMCf•up for the Kennedy 
Awanl that season. He was twice named all.OVAC and all-Valley and was the Ga1orade Stat.e Player or the 
Year. He was also listed in lhe USA Today as West Virginia Player or lhe Year and an honorabl< mention 
to the paper's All-American Team. 

Swcitur lhcn accepted a scholarship to the University of Akron. As wu the case Ill Brooke. Sweitzer 
began as a kick returner and Nllntng back before becoming the quarterback For his final two seasons. 

In two years, Swcitt.cr pasS<d For 2,744 which is 10th on Akron'• carec, listing, He pasS<d for l .S99 
yards IS a Junior. 

Kyle Rose (Athlete t990s) 
K,k /Int (RIVCI' High School, Ow of 1990). Tius t!tn,e.sport Pilot athlclc was a standoul 

onancl oil the field during his four ycan in Hannibal, earning roor lctlcrs in baseball togo along 
with throe I= each in wn:stlillg and foocball 

Baseball was whm, Rose made his 1ftSC110C fell for the Pilots. He wa., a (ou,-year mainstay 
" catdler and in the hcan or the Pilou' balli,,g order He baJlOd .366 as a ri.shmAo. ,473 as 
a sophomore, .500 as a jun,or and .536 u a senior en ,.... ID ,wo OVAC Player or the Year 
awatds.A> asopt,ocno,<, Rose hadanon-buc per=iagcor.69:l and hc: was40-of-42-11n& 
bases. Thal mar\ is Rill an Ohto Valley standard. All lDld, he hit 13 home runs and drove 76 
runs.. bl4 missed 11 pmcs IS a senior after a bout wilh mono. 

Aftcl- his senior campaiJ", he: wu named lirst·l<:am all-Ohio, all-Eutcm District, all-OVAC 
and all-Valley. He played U1 both the Ohio and OVAC all-511! pmco. 

In lootholl, Rose played wlback For the Pilou'11dr>eked up all sorts alyatdagc and ahostol honors.Asa senior, he 
was 1irst ~ all-Easo,m District. al~OVAC and all• Valley aftc, rushing for BOO ya,ds and sca,ng eight touehdowns. 
Fothu emcr, Rose amused 1.532 yards and 14 touclldowns in thn:< seasons. He was also adcrcnsi;e stardout with 
183 tou1 ta<klco, m sacks. rour inter<cptiom and,._ rumble n:co,uies. 

His WTCSl!ingcan,er duln'I begin unnl he: was uophomore. but he: picked ii upqweldy, As a,q,h, Ix: fintshed IS-12, 
but turned iton u,)WllOrand went 27-8. He was fourth II the OVACWresthng Toumament and advanced lo tllc Ohio 
Dumct Toumam,:nL He Fully amved 10 lus gnppbng can:cr u a senior POOiing a 36-3 ._.t, Rose ...iv.nood to the 
OVAC finals be lore (ailing He then won the sectional and district title, ac I S2 pounds ID qualify to the 51l!e tournamc,,t 
whc:re he: advanced ID the finals and SCll!od fa,- the rilver medal. He finishod with a 78-23 rccord. 

~He having pl<Ny or oplions &boul continuing his llllk<ic cue,r &I the collei-1cvel, Rooe accepted a scholar· 
ship to Mcree,- College in Ocorgia to play boscball. Play,ng in every gomc as I fn:shman. Kyle batted .294 and wu 
chosen as oonlm:ncc f=hffw, al the year. However, his career and Lile widcrwcnt a cruel twisc on Dec. 12, 1991 
when he wu uwolved in a car aecidcm. RO<C surviYed. bu, is confined to a wheelchair as a paraplcgk:. After spending 
six months in and 0111 of swgcncs and thc:npics, Rose_, back lo sdlool II Ohio Uni-,;ty Easo,m For two yean 
and then, U1 1994, enrolled a< West Liberty Stale College whcre he: lab:r comed his dqrec in secondory odu<anon in 
ml!hemaaes. In 1998, Rose w15 hin,d a< his pn:p alma miler as a mllh tald,cr. He's also since camcd 1w moster's 
degree from Matyg,o,,c College. His handicap didn't p<tYCnl from staying in,ol""" in spo11S IS he was rwnod head 
baseball coadl ol'his alma ffllll:T in 1998ancl he held lhe post Ulllil "11XTI. He lod the Pi1ou lo the OVAC title in 2003. 

Charles E. Petty (OVAC 'Family') 
C!uui,s E. hlly (Pomeroy Hi~ School). The entire Ohio Valley Alhletic Conference 

owes a debl of gn,titude ID Petty and the other eight "Founding Fl!hcrs.". 
i.;t~e did that small group krow back in 1943 when they brought logelhcr 20 ochools 

from boll> sides oflhc Ohio Ri= that they would establish what w011ld become (as of 
2011) a SO.school bi•Stale conference, n,prdc:d by most u the largest Functional hi~ 
school eonfcn::ncc in the nation. 

The original OVAC member schools included Bellaire, Follatuhc:c, Llnsly. Martins 
Ferry, Moundsville. Powhllon, Shadyside, Sl lolu, Central. SIA:ubcnville. Su:ubenvillc 
Cllholic Ccnlnl, Tihoosvute, Triadelphia, Union, Warwood, Weir, Wellsburg, West 
liberty. Wheeling, Wheeling Ccntn1l C.tholie and Yortvillc. 

Petty was a key cog in lhc OVAC in its early years, $CTV1ng &$ I.he hr$t offic;ial 
cxccu11vc soc~tary for 13 years from 1944,56, longer than anyone ha$ been in lhat position cxoept for Sim 

M~
1,1 c~i!S"'U::· pn:-OVAC boys' ttack program .. Triadelphia High School, winning the 1941 West 

Vugin;a one-<lus championship &flcr finishing .. runner-up rour times and placing third twice. 
Afler coa<hing and IA:aching malhcmatico at Triadelphia High, ~e scr,,cd briefly a.s principal II Woodsdale 

~~~.:!;f~ ~i;:t};~~}t~':r ='lf ~~~~!• .:Vo~A~ ~.i:,~t~!"!s~a ~~~ 
He also coached lrack and assisted in football at Linsly. 

He ~ as Meet Oi.rc'1or for several years at one of I.he Ohio Vallcy·s premier high ,chool track meets a t 
Triadelphia -The 11\telligcncer Relays - which had a lhree decade run before ending in the 19SOs. 

Petty then moved to St. l'w,rsburg, Florida in the summer of I 9S6 and ,aught in junior high until he passed 
away at age 57 in 1963. 

Bom in 1906 ;n Ripley, W, Va., he graduated from Pomeroy (Oh;o) High School; a<IA:nded the Univcnity 
of Florida for two yea,s and graduated from the Univcrsil)' or Illinois. He rtecivcd a master's degree from 
the University of Pittsburgh, 

John Kirker (Media) 
/oltltD. K/litr (Wellsburg High School,Cla'5 or 1934). Bom in Follansbee ;s 1913, 

Kicker's first taste of lhe newspaper busUlCss came at the old Wellsburg Daily Hc-rald 
a, , high school student. He wroc, sports and was eventually the managing editor of the 
paper when he lefl ror the Anny Ait c.,.,,, in 1942. 

Upon his discharge from lhc service in 1946. he began a 29-ycar run (1946-74) IS 

sports editor of The Herald-Star newspaper in SIA:ubenville until moving into lhe news 
department as a distm:, cdilOf (or lhe remainder of his career. He was lhe longest.
serving sporu cdi1or in the newspaper•, hi.su,ry, covering all high school sporu as wen 
a.s loc:al college sporu and summer event!. 

He wu inducted into the University or SlC\lbenville Sports Hall ol Fomc in 1981; 
the Qh;o Prep Sports Wnoers Hall or Fame in 1988; and the Uppc,Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Hall oFFamc 10 19S9. 

Kitktt was a miembct of several high school all-stat scleclion commiuees, including those ch~il'lg the 
All Eastern Di1trict and All-Ohio teams. 

He also sc,-ved u: U1 cnKCC at numerous local sports (unetions and was a ring .anno\lflc.cr at loc:al boxing 
eivcnts. 

For Kul<cr, harness ra,;ing was a personal passion. He owned and trained 17 horses for many yean, n,p 
larly attending the Little Brown Jug event in Delaware. Ohio. &11d c:ontribt.iting numerous .rtic:les to vari®s 
harness rac,.ng pubhcauons. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
C.R. (Dick) Dei (Coaches) 

C.R. (IMk) o,; (Wheeling Ccnln.l High School, a ... or 1959). He was lhc 
udtileelof lhc OVAC's mOSI domina,,t boys' tro<k pr,>grvn II Wheeling Porl< High. 

During lhc scl,ool's lint tJ - (1971-89), lhc PalriOIS won eight OVAC Class 
4-A championshiP> and finishod S<CO!ld th= limes: won nine West Vuginia Region 
titles and capnnd th= WCSI VitginiA 0... AAA sw.c championslul)$ while finish
ing as lhc runner-up twic:e, 

Under lhc guidance or Doi. who ooa<hed 22 All-America ln<k honorees during 
hi, can:ot, Put lost ooly two dual meets in 13 seasons. 

He was nam<d Wtst VitginiA Tra,:k Coach or lhc Year on two occasions and lhe 
Ohio Valley Tra<k Cooch of lhc Ycv by The lntelligc,iccr twi,;c, 

The c:ooch established one of the uu's top invilalional meets - lhe Pepsi Porl< Classic• which was Iller 
n:,wncd lhc Dick Doi Thick Classic. lie dcsiancd Wheeling P.1tlt's all-wcalh<r IJaCk racility and ls ""POOsiblc 
fo, implementing lhc (,nt pl,olO-<h:,:oi,: timing sy~ 11 a Wcs, Vlflinia higt, school, wilh Pu\:'s S)l$lem 
originally IISCd al lhe Wcs, Virgini• Slate meet in Charlcswo,, He sencd .. chairman of lhc OVAC T,..k 
Commiacc and lhc OVAC Track ChampionshiP>: West Vlflini• Region Meet din,a«: • member or lhc West 

V~=T.::~~~=~ a;-i99(lr.,..•~:;:.. ':.,~=:.i ~;•~ was rwra! 
lheOVAC Cal GiffinT!adt Oflicial orlhe Ye,rin 1995. He was also honored by lhc Upper Ohio I/alloy Dappe,Oan 
Qub and lhe W.Va. Sporu Wrir,n Assocwicn. 

Dci was inducl<d into lhe Wheeling Pu\: Alhtclic Kall of Fame in 1998 and lhc Wtst Liberty SWe College 
Hall or Fame in 200S. 

Dci played football At Wheclin3 Cc,ural and West Liberty and camed a master's dcgr,,e t'rorn West Vlflinia 
Uni...i;ty. He began a 39-ycar tcaclung/c-'littg <&tect in 196S II Bellaile High. ,c,ving as head trocl< coach 
and assisunt in food,all He also coached as • food,all assistant al Martim Fcny: head football coach al Aden,; 
and head football and irack coach II Wheclin3 llian. He also ser-' as ddensivc coordinator II Belhany College 
in 1980, hdping lhe Bi.son to an NCAA Division lII pbyoffberlh. He passed away in 200711 lhe a,, or 66. 

Plennie Clutter (Officials) 
Pknni. Clsdt., (Wheeling High School, Clasa of 1943). He ranks among the best 

offici,ls or all-time in lhe Ohio Valley. spending 30 - as a football rderec and 2S 
years as I baskclball official. 

d1~~mo~ci;!:~ ~ ~g:/~.'!;! ~~go~c~s!8c':ic~:I:; ~~ 
his way 1,ap rromjunior'4t5icy games to the topoflhe officia1.ing world in bolh sports. 

He earned wigruncnts to wort r..,, Wes1 Vugini.t swc higt, scl,ool football 

c:~mcr.:
1 ~'= =~alkt:~l;;~~nl game, in West 

ViTJini• and worl<cd several OVAC All-Star Foocball Gam<1. He wu also selected as 
lhe rer.,.,, in lhe 1982 Ohio Nonh-Soulh All-Stat Game. 

oJ.':..::. :::,:.~i: ~:'"'~ ~=-t ~,tt.~1cl►..:=)!~.~:ni ~ :tJ.:1~ii=l 
Classic in 2005. 

Outler also wol'ti.od football and basketball games in 1hc Wes\ Virginia In\crcollcgiatc Alhtctic 
ConfeTCnc:c 

AJ an athl<tc, Clutter was an all-We.st Vlflinia selection in rootball and baskc1l>all At Wheeling Higt,. AJ 
a seni0<, he was named the all•mte capwr, and led lhc Wildcus to die slalo basketball championship WMICf 
coach V. Evc:R"tl Brinkman. 

He was offered a rootball scholanhip to lhc University of Alobarna, he en,ercd die Navy during World 
Wu IT. He played one year wilh 1hc Philadelphia Naval Base !Com, and d!en after fulfilling his mitiwy 
obligation, he pla)'cd professional basketball in En,:l1111d. When he ~turned home. l'le was selected to play 
in 111e 1946 OVAC All-Sur Food,all Game. 

Bob Jeter (Athlete. 1950s) 
Bob J,t,r (Weir High School, Class or 1956). Possibly the moot prominent 

name to bridge the transition from segregated schools into integrated educa .. 
tion in the Ohio Valley. He was a multi-sport su.ndout at segrega!ed Dunbar 
High School in Weirton through his junior season of t 9SS. With inu:gration 
in WCJ.t Virginia. he finished al Weir High School 8J\d became the fi.l"St black 
athleu: to be recogni,.ed on the All-Stau: football selections by the W. Va. 
Sports Writers Association. A two--way bac.k. he was a third team choice. 

In his one season al Weir High. he helped the Red Riders to an 8-1-1 record and 
Jhe r:NAC aass AA title. 

Recruited by the Univer5ity of Iowa. he became a ~-season two•way 
regul.,-. As a senior. the All-Big Ten honoree sel a Rose Bowl rushing record in 1959 which lasted 
two decades before broken by USC's MarcttsAlten.1eter "1Shed for 191 yards on only nine carries 
and scored on a record 81-yard TD run in a 39- t4 wm over California. 

After being selected to play in the East-West Shrine Game, he was the No. 2 draft choice or the 
Green Bay Pacurs in 1960 but opt,<! to play in the Canadian Foo!ball League with the Vancouver 
B.C. Lions and the Hamilton Tiger Cats for two seasons. He lhen joined lhe Packen as a defensive 
back-wide receiver and played in three straight NFL winning championship games and started the 
lint two Super Bowl games for the winning Pacurs in 1966 and 1967. An All-Pro twice and a Pro 
Bowl selecbon, he played eight NFL seasons and finished his carttr by playing lhree seasons with 
the O,ic,tgo Bear,. 

A member of the W. Va. Spo,15 Hall or Fame and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, 
he was the 1970 Dapper Dan Man of the Year. Je,er died in 2008. 

Rick Boron (Athlete • 1960s) 
Ril&ltard L Boron (SL John Central High School, Oas.s of 1965). Hew .. a th=· 

sport performer ror lhc Figt,ting Irish, but it wu on the gridiron where he gained 
national recognition. 

Boron blossomed under the lutclage of Coach Dan McGrew into a two-way star as 
• scn.iot. The multi•talented griddct scored 126 points as a senior while rushing for 
698 yard& on j11St 91 carrits. He also hauled in 28 passes f0< 563 additional sttipes. 

cs~t,~=: ;';\~~~~~':r~~~~J:c-:r!t'~~ ~~h::::i 
a punt 88 yanh foe a TD. M~. a ronner Purdue and proressional gridder, called 
Borort "the breSI derensivc back 1 ever saw:· 

NM' his scniOf c,tploilS, 8(N"On wu named l.O the pn:sUgious Pat'OIU Maga:.iM 
All-America High School Football Te.,... He was olso • 6rst 11,am all-OVAC, all
Eas1crr1 Ohio and AP all-Ohio honex<c.Boron also lettered four yurs in baseball at SJC and two sea.sens 
in basketball. 

He turned down an offer to pl•y at Notre Darn, and instead accepttd a scholarship from Coach Bo 
Schcmbcchler1oplay al MtamiorOhio. h was a decision Boron never rcgRtlcd, He: was a three-year regular 
for lhe Redskins.,• defonsivc back He was accorded second team all,Mid-Amcrican Confen:ncc honon 
u a junior and first team plaudits as a senior. He ld1 the Ox!cmi-bascd campus wilh scvcC'al grid re.cords, 
including most interceptions in a sea50fl (7) and freshman record {or inLm:cptions (S). Boron finished his 
Miami career in lhird plate on the ca.ut il'llet'Ception lisl (14). 

Boron distinguished himself in the p~ coaching ranks as well. He served as head coach at Wadswonh 
High ror 6~ seasons. eompiling a 39-9 mark. During dta1 tenun:;. he n:ccived a host o( COKh o( the year 
awards, including lhe Cleveland Plain Dealer and the ,u..,,. Be<1,ron JounuJ/ Boron left Wadsworth to serve 
as an assistant ai Miami bcfo,c heading in'lO privaic business. 

Larry Shaw (Coaches) 
l..alry SJsa,,, (Shady Spring Hlgt, School, Class or 1973). Mention wreslling in lhc 

Ohio Valley Alhlctic Conferenc, OI' anywhe,c in lhc Stale or West VitginiA and no 
doubl Shaw's name comes to inind in• hurry, Aller all, Shaw,... a,;...,. in lhc ma1 
Sporl for 31 )UtS. 

He led the Bears on an incredible run or 13 consecutive West Vupnia Class AA•A 
state cllampionsrups from 1997-2009, a reat unnwcl>ed by any OVAC or WCSI V"Sinii 
prog,arn in any sport. Prior to Oak Glen dn:>pping to lhe AA·A rank.<, Shaw-led teams 
pOSlod five stnigtu Class AAA NIIIICl'·up 6nishes ( 1987·9 I). 

In OVAC Townaffl01I "'°°"- Snaw's ...,,.,. won nine class tilles. inclumn, eight in a 
,ow rtom 2001-2008 in Class 3-A. The Bean won lhe CMtall tilk fivc timcs (1991, 2002. 
2004, 2005 and ,n:ff}. o..ing hi, 1a1ure, Shaw's teams won t 3 OVAC dual meet 1it1cs (Oass 4-A in 1985, '90 and 
'98 and Oass 3-A in 1999, 2000, 'OJ, '03, 'O<, 'OS, '06. 'C11. '08 and '09) and he firu5hed wilhaCllffl'dual meet 
n:axdor330-96-4. Hecoochod SI SW<dwnpion """'1en andmon, than 160ochenwhoamod all-Slatchoron. 

Shaw was nam<d the OVAC all-spor1 Coach of the Yea,iw;ce - in 2002 and 2007 - and the OVAC Wralling 
Coach or the Ycoc on 13 o«asions. He was lhe West Vugwa Class AA-A Wresslmg Coach or lhe Year su 
times and ls lhe only wrestling CNCh to be s,lectcd lhe West Vugu,ia all-sport Coach or lhe Ycoc by lhc W Va. 

~ :~~=-"= =i·f~ ;:.:::i"!. ~ National Wrestling Coach of the Year by Wralling 

Shaw, a 1971 gndlw. or O>ncord College who earned his masu,r·s dogn,e t'rorn Manhall Uni><mty, is• post 
p,csidem or lhe w. v.. Wrcslling Coaches As1ocialion: • post ~presic1,,ll or 11,c West Vugjma ~ or lhe 
National Wl<Slling Hallo( fame: and a fomx, member or lhc WVSSAC and OVAC Wo:aling CommiDces. He 
assislod in producing an inmudional V>doo for wrestling offiaals for the NFHS Officwing W...uin& On-Uno 
M<lhods Coun, and 1w .....i:od 111 counllcss wrestling climes. Shaw was the Upper Ohio Valley Oopper Dan 
Oub's Co-Man or lhc Year in 2003: was induclod w.o the Ralc:,gh Counly Wn:slhng Hall of Fame in 2000: the loo 

:.:~!:I:~ ii:= f: ~ ~~ ::::w ~~ono(o(~ ~~~~= 

Edgar Martin (Athlete • t940s) 
&/tllT Marlin (Warwood High School. aw of t94S). A multi-spO<t high school 

and cotleg,, sundout desphc his size or S-foot-4 and weighing between 130-145 
pounds, he !cf\ his mark on lhe OVAC and Ohio Vallcy ,pons. 

A wee-time All-OVAC honoree in baslcclball (1944 and 1945) ""'1 football 
(1944), he helped lhc Vikings win the linl OVAC ClassA Litle and ftve-school City 
of Wheeling =wn with a ~I rccord in 1944. In baskdball, he wa, lhc kadcr or 
two OVAC title teams which went 14-6 and 22-3. The t 945 Cty or Wheeling title 
lcam abo won the W. Va. section and region crowns and advanced to lhc one-class 
slate kNnwncnt before bowing to Beckley Woodrow Wilson. AJ a senior on a ~ I 
record football team. he returned a kickoff 85 yams to score in lhe team's only loss 
to Follansbcc. 21-13. He was a third team all-state ono-ct.w selcclion.ln ba.skclball, he wncd s<eond 
team cno-<loss all-state as a senior and scored 42 poinu - a'""' total II the tin-.: - in a too.68 win <Y;cr 

Follansbcc. 
At Bethany Cotleg,,, be was a 1hrcc-sport standout (fOOlball. basketball, baseball) and was a two-time 

AII-WCS1 VUJ1inia Conf'cn,noe basketball tournament honore,. As a senlor, be avenged 22.S points a game. 
Afu:< coaching in high school al JclTcnon Uruon and Linsly. be coached ahna mate, Bethany Cotleg,, f.,.. 

11 years from 1956-66. inclucling a 17•1 record Presidents' Alhtelic eonraencc title team in 1962 and an 
unbeaten 18-0 PAC clwnpioruhip club in 1964. 

He finished his ..,..rat West Liberty S1a1e as alhlctic director from 1973-88 and abo «>ac:hcd baslcctball 
from 1969-74. He was one of lhe origin>I org,n;..,. or lhc C1lffC1l1 Beast or lhc &s, summer baseball 
town&menl rwned in hi, honor. Martin died in 1989. 

Jim McCormick (Athlete. t9SOs) 
Jim MeConnict (M,gnolia High School, Class of t9S8). Arguably the No. l Blue 

Eagle basketball produc~ he sci or tied 5S school =ords whilo playing only two 
vusity seasons. 

AJ a senior, he earned AII-OVAC Class A honon and All•W.Va. mention when he 

;=. ~~ ~:,~ s r!:;i~· ;!a;;;.~'!t~~r.:. ~~~:~ :O~b~i::"~~ 
five:: decades. He averaged 22.1 poml5 for his carcc:r He also played baseball for the 
Blue Eagle,. 

After high school, 1hc f>.foo1-3 guard prepped for a year At old G1ecnbrier Miliwy 
in Lewisburg, W.VL. where he .staJtCd on an unbeaten post•graduatc team composed 
of several high school all-sws. 

He enrolled at Wc:.st Vuginia UruvCT$ity as an mv1lcd wal.k~n and w.u the second-leading. scorer behind 
futurc All-American Rod Thom on WVU's second-ever un~n freshman team. 

In lhe thin! game: or his sophomon: season. he became a varsity Statler for lhc rest of hi• ca,ur and. with 
Thorn, formed • top b""kcowt which led WVU to three Soulhcrn Conference utlc., and a pair or NCAA 
Tournament berths. He avenged double figwes all thtoc ycan and scored l,1S6 career points wl\ich. at 
lhc time, was 6fth all-time in WVU history behind four All-Amcncans Jerry w .. i Rod Hundley, Mark 
Workman and Thom. McCormick tind Thom were featured on the cover or the 1962 WVU Basketball 
Media Guide. 

After twice e>.ming All-Southern Conference >econd team and hononblc mention All-America. he 
became Magnolia's only NBA draftee in 11,e silth round by lhe CincinlWi Royals, but a root inJury halted 
his pro career. 

McConnick is a member orlhe WVU Sports Hall of Fame and was selected on the six-player 1956-65 
All•T1me wvu Team. 

Randy Donahue (Athlete. 1960s) 
flaNlr Donaluu (Wa=n Consolidalcd H,&t, School, o ... of 1965). The.,.. 11w rna1o,s 

up thc Buckeye Local School District has had counties., stellar football player, m its annals. 
Few, if any, enjoyed lhe 1uca:ss that Donahue did. howe-er. 

The 6 fl I, 235-pow,dcr iJ rogardod u one of lhe best lineman in Ohio Valley histoty. and 
11w lofty dc,ignation is well supporttd. Donahue was the first OVAC playe, to be ..:conlcd 
first tcom Para,k Magavn, Afl:Amcrie, honors (1964). In lhe l960s, Ohio was divided 
into just two cl...., in football, but he still man,gccl lhe rcspoct and admir>tion or c:oac:hcs 
throughoot the swo as he was voted a lh=time first-tcom AP all-Ohio 0... A s,lection 
{defensive tackle as a soohomotc and jW'bOt and offensive tackle as a scntor). 

The line gn:&1 was a lour-year slartcr for Coach Dick 'Iln1mt$' Blue Ramblers. Thumc.s. 
alJO a 2011 OVAC Holl of Fame inductoe, p>t togclhcr an amazing siring of success in 1hc 
early '60s and Donahue wu a maj0< cog in that machine. Donahue Wied dereat just once 
in four ycan u lhe Ramblcn wen, 9-0-1, 9-0, 7 I• I and 9.0 in tlw span. Thtcc or !hose grid juggenwas caplW<d 
OVAC Class A championsrups. 

Donahue, who also excelled on lhe baseball diamond. spca,healcd a Warmt Con,olida,ed defcn,c which 
recorded seven shutouu in his lCtlior c~gn. He ~ 64 tackles and 28 &SSlsts that season. His defensive 
S1>lS as a sophomore arc striking. In just nine gamts, die 1wo-way ICfTOr regtstcncd 112 iaekk$ and 52 assisu. 

After such a 5'Cllar prop can,cr and wilh ideal sir.c, it ls no wonder Donahue was showcted wilh college football 

:=:~:;:::~/tresi~:~~~=~=~=?·!:C ~~;~r!sC:C! ~= 
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ycan 1LS a Wanen Towmhip ttusetc. Donahue passed away several years a,go. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Crag Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

c,.,;, Mi/In (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979}. He was an aD-sw 
football player and Stluldoot baskelball play,:r for the Bulldogs. but ii was in 
track ond field where Mill<r i, remembered as one of the best to """' perform 
in the Ohio Valley. 

Millcr hod superb siz<: II 6 ft. 3 and 200 pounds ID be the punishing fullback• 
lincbad<c.-and Ilic n,gg..i poo1 in basl<cd,oll dial he was. but Iha! su.e wa. C<Jmbmcd 
with great sp,ed which he lllilizcd ID Cllocl in thrtc distinct events in ttack. His 
all•around wrsolilil)' drew him the lag as the Bulldogs' most versalilc adllcte since 
John Havlioclc. 

Miller was chc grc:itcst d.i$Clls throwc:r of his era. He~ hi$ elong~ frwnc 
and superb lllhlcticism 10 become the first Ohio Valley prcpstcr IO IWirl the platter more than 170 fee~ 
establishing a new valley standard wilh his 172•!0 10'5 in the diSlrict mccl as a senior. In the 32 years 
,incc, only two discus throwers have bctt,:r<d that m.... Miller was SlalC runner-up in the discus as a 
senior while also placing second in the Bellaire Relays as a junior and senior. The powerful Bulldog 
also ranked with the premier shoq>uttcrs during that lime. owning a best of 52 feet. Miller was equally 
adept on the track where he was a prime-time high hurdler, recording the best time in the Ohio Valley 
as a senior with a s,c;ordung l4,7 cl~king. 

Miller was also a thn:c-ycar le11<nnan at Bridgeport in basketball where he was the leading rebounder 
for Coach Franlc Baxttt each season. Miller averaged lS.4 poinis a game as a senior. 

In foolball he earned all.Ohio, all.OVAC and all, Valley honors aftc,- a senior year which ,aw him 
toeal IOS poinlS. which incl\ldcd thn:c field goals and 21 kicking PATs, another sign of ha all-ammd 
talenis. He was a blocking fullback. bat still managed 422 yards on just 90 IOICS for the 9-1 Bulldogs of 
Cooch Dave Bruney. He also averaged 40 yards per pw,1. 

He optod 10 accept a football scholarship to Miami of Ohio Univcnil)'. where he lettered four years 
as a tight end 1111d was accorded all-MAC honors as a jUJ1ior. 

Willie Clay (Athlete - 1980s) 
Willi, Ct,,1 (Linsly School, Class of 1988). Thi, former Cad<et did it all during 

hii fout years 01') lh.c Whecltng campus. While caming lcaers in wee spans, 
it wa, oo the football field where he made his biggc,t impact I<> the Cadets' 
program. 

Clay was the unquestioned lc,de, and ll>0$1 ~ p1'1yer oo IWIU which 
WOO 23 COIIS«lltiVO games and rctonfed the first two ,mdcrcaled S<UOllS UI the 
school"s history when it fini,h<d 10-0 in 1986 and 9-0 in 19&7 Excelling as a deren
sive back. wide ,_iver and kick reNmer. Clay camod numcrous posiseason honors 
during lus carur. As a sclUor. deipitc the Cadets' nm-first offensive schemes~ Clay 
managed to catch 30 passc• for 428 yards and live IOUChdowns. He al,o IOok two 
lockoft's back ror IOl10bdowns and had live inr.:rceplions. He was named all-Swo, 
all-OVAC and all.Valley. He was the coptain of the big-school learn after hi• senior season. 

On the basketball court, Oay led the Cadets in his senior season with a 17.S points per game average 
wlule shooting 48 perccnl from the Ooor He also passed ou1 170 assislS en roule IO caming all•OVAC 
and all-Valley. 

In lhc spring, Oay lit up area baseball diamonds. He baaed .423 as a senior and was rwned all-OVAC 
ond all• Valley 

Desp1le hls success on so many surfaces. i1 was food>all chat was his calling at lhc nc,a level. Clay 
ac<eple<I a scholarship to attend Georgia T«h University where he eamod all-ACC honors twice. Al one 
umc, Clay ~ld the Ydlow J":kcts• sehool r«:ord fOf' in1c~ons (J6) dter st.Jrting in the defensive 
backfictd for three seasons. 

In 1992, Clay was drafted ,n the eighth round by the Dcuoi1 Lions and played eight season• in the NFJ.. 
He also played for the New Engl.Jfld Pt1triots for UUff sea.sons and one with the New Orie.ans Saints. AU 
IOld. he played in 118 NH.games and SW1<d 90. 

T.J. Hannig (Athlete. 19905) 
T J. Hanrur (Linsly School, Class or 1996). This tlv<e--sport Cadcl standoul 

Cll"lkd u an all-'11:Jund .ihl~c:. but it was on lhc s.occcr field where he J'1'lack: his 
biggcs1 impact. 

Hannig earned four le11e11 ror the Cadci., as their swting goalkeeper for IWl1S 
which posted a 70-13• IO n,cord. Included in !hose seasons were two OVAC all-class 
titles in 1992 and 1994. The CadclS were winning thc5C titles ~ opposing 
IUfflSjUSI couldn'1 get the ball pasl Hannig, who set the: Omo Valley «cord with 41 
cara,r shuiouu. Overall. he owned a 0.88 goals against average. His e,ploilS didn •1 
go unnooccd He was twice named all-OVAC and captained the all-Valley learn as a 
senior. He was also named GllOradc Player of the Ycor and a Para,k All·Amcncon. 

On \he: bastc:tba.11 c:owt. Hannig blossomed u a senior, .scoring nearly 17 points a glln'IC and grabbing 
eight rebounds en roolC to all.OVAC and all.Valley a«:oladcs. In track and 6ekl. Hannig competed in a 
bevy of eveni.,. but it was in the long jump where he slOOd out. He sc, the OVAC ...,ord with a mark of21 
feel, 7 J/4 inches and won three conference titles (hi~ hurdles, high jump and long jump). 

Hannig accepted a scholarship for soccer to the University of Indiana where he ,Ut1<:d in not fiom 1997-
2000 and finished No, I in IU history with 42 shutouts and second in victories (63). The Hoo,icrs played in 
four consecutive NCAA Fmal Foors. wiMing the NCAA titles in I 998 and 1999, dc[C>Jing Swirord CJ· I) 
and Sanla Oara (1-0), rcspccUvcly. Hannig and OVAC and NBA Hall or Forner John Havlicek (Bridgeport 
High) are the only two OVAC produclS"' play 1n three consecutive NCAA title games. Hanrug's name IS 
all over the lnd!ana Un1YC1Si1y record book. He ranks seventh II IU with 176 ,aves. and the 23 viclOrics in 
1998 arc tied [or the most ma ,cason. 

Af.t:r his collcgiale ..,.,.,, Hannig was sdoaed in the MLS Draft and spent Lime with D.C. United. He also 
played for the Pi11>b.,rgh RM:lbounds. 

Ashley Battle (Athlete - 2000s) 
/Ul,J,y IJdll/, (linsly School, Clas, of 2000). When asked IO name the grcalCSl girls' 

basketball players 11\ Oluo Valley hisu<y, thl, former Lady Cadcu" name ls always one of 
the firs, mmtioned. And for good reason. 

Bonle amved'"' the l.insly campus al the urging of ,ome of her fanuly and friends 
io get her away fn>m the n,ugh scctioo or her homclOWI> of Pi11Sbwp,. She wen, to 
Llnsly 10 talc, on admiS5i0'1S led pnor I<> enlering high ,chool and seemingly the rest 
was history. 

When she atrived II l.lruly, the girls' bastelball tum was struggling, bu1 she helped 
nun Illa! around qwckly and eventually led un,ly 10 an unclcfcaled season in 1998-99. 

At Linsly. she bccamc: the scl\Ool's aJl•time leader •n nwnerous stltistia.l categories. 
including poinu (1,532), rebound, (823). ass,ru (38S) 1111d steals (371). 

She was, named OVAC 08.$5 A P!ayer of the Year four a:insccutivt scason.c and was 
• thrcc:-llme all•SW< pick in West Virginia. 

After ru:c1VU1g countless teenliting lcncts,. Banlc evcnN&lly chose u, continue her~ al the Umvcnny 
of °"1riecDcut ov..- th• likes of Dul:c, PaUI Swo and Sianford. 

Al UConn, she )Olned with Dianna Tauras, and Maria Co<llon and helped lead the Lady Hu,lcies lo three: 
NCAA Na11onal Championships. U1Cluding an undefealed season 10 2003 

Bllltle was a standcw on the defensive end or the floor as cviclcnccd by the fact that she won the Big ust 
Defensive Player of the Year award, bu• she also ,cored 1,000 = poinis. 

Baltle, who owns a deg= in marl<c:ting and economics from UConn. was drafted by SeanJe in the ,ecoNl 
round of the ZOOS WNBA Draft She then signed with the New York Libeny of the WNBA in 2006 and she 
also ,pent ume playing for SeanJe ond San Antonio. All IOld, $he appeared in 142 WNBA Game, and a...-.ged 
five points per game. She also played profession&lly in Spain in 2007 and 2008. 

Pat Miller (Athlete. 1970s) 

Pat Miller Ill (Shadyside High School, Cla.ssof 1979). He was able todo what few 
athletes can do, that being a smr in two sporlS during lhe same season. 

Miller was notl\ing shon of scnsaliOllal for the ligcrs in baseball. lettering four 
times. His iremendous diamond time did nothing 10 adversely impact his track carcc, 
where he was equally as exceptional. 

The tu:ntcd 1igcr was also a steUar griddcr and also posscsscd the prowess 10 
graduate wilh a 3.94 GPA. 

Miller capwncd lhc ligcr baseball tcom bolh as a junior and a senior, the la11« 
season one 1n which he hit for a sizzling .431 average. That proved a springboard 10 
be sclcct<d 10 participate in the All.Ohio Baseball Series. 

He was sele<:ted an EOBL all•star all four seasons and all•Eastem Disttict three seasons. Miller's diamond 
e•ploiis earned him a baseball scholanhip 10 Ohio Universil)'. 

While his prep bascball restUne is quiic glittering. it may lalce a bacl<.scat to his tta<k and field accomplish• 
menis. Miller achieved the ultimate by winning the SlalC pole vault tide in 1979. He also finished sixth in the 
high hurdles in the same stau: mccL He won viltWl!ly every pole vault competition as a senior, cxccpl for the 
Bellaire Relays which was in iis heyday. Miller WllS third in the pole vault and thin! in the high hurdles in 
that meet. finishing as the top local scorer in the siatc·s second-largest mcc:1 at the time. 

The lemfic 1igcr WllS. two-time all-Valley honoree and WIS selected IO The lntclligcnc,;r's all•a..:.de 
Track Team. 

He enjoyed much gridiron success as well. The hard-running 1igcr earned all.Ohio honor, both his junior 
and senior campaigns. The thre,-year grid lettennan was first team all-OVAC, all•Valley and all-Eastern 
Diwict his last IWO seasons. 

Miller. who served as lhc ligcrs• captain as a senior, followed in his father•, footstep, and played in the 
OVAC All-Star Game. 

Sharon Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 
SNlnn l'/nc,rtl (SL Clairsville High School, Oass o{ 1981). This Lady Red Devil 

was easlly one of the most d«cnltd and suco:ssful spriJ,tm cvct to graoe thl! ovals in 
the Ohio Valley. 

Vincent linisllccl her prep ca,ecr wilh eight SW< medals and led SL C. 10 iis only state 
championship in school hist<>iy in June or 1981. In that swo meet her senior season. 
VUICfflt capped an undefeated campaign in both Ilic 1001111d 200-mcl<T da.,hc,; by sprint• 
ing to the OHSM SW< championships in both cvenlS in 12.18 and 24.79, respectively 

Vmcent won a state gold asa s.,phomorc as well IS a member of the Lady Red Devils' 
440-yard re1'1y wun. She was the ,wo runner-up 1n the 200 and placed fifth in the IOOlhal 
season. Prior 10 breating lhrough in Colwnbus as a.senior, VlJICfflt was lhe swc runner-up 
in the 100 and bronze medalist in the 200 a, a junior. 

The ooly individual km Vinoent su1fcml as a sauor came in the 400-mctc,- dash at the 
disaict mee1 where she took third, but Slill lllll an impi=ive 58. 7. En row ID her ...,. meet performance,, alhlt:l,s 
cor..,.i.d in -onals and distrids where she won 19 ehamp,onships. She was a throe-time sedia,al and district 100 
and 200-rneter champ(on. 

Al the rNAC ....., Vinoent ..,. a lOtal of 12 coorcrcnoc champia,ships. She was a three-time clwnpioo in both 
the 100 and 200. At the time of her graduation. Vinoent held eight meet R<Ords and throe all-time Ohio Vallcy recoids. 

v......,~ who still holds the 100. 200 and 400-meter dash school -• was namod St. Claizrnlle'• Most 
Valuable AthlClc rour time• and was also named all•Disuict Athle1c of the Year. She al,o cornpcled in the pn,so
g,ous Midwcsl Meet of Champions 1n the 1()(1.mclef dash in 1981. 

Aller her p-ep caroa; Vuioent accq,tod a ,cholarship t<> Eastern Kcnrucky UIIIY<tSity. She com~ there for °"' 
scascns before trwfening to The Ohio Swe Uni,..,..;ty where ,he .....,1ctoc1 her bachelor of l!IS dcpe in""""°"'"" 

Vu,ccnL who was inducted 10 the SL Cl.;,,ville Athletic Hall of Fome as a member or the I 981 S111e champion• 
,hlp team and then in 2007 as an individual athlele, lalereamed a masttt's deg= from Otterbein. 

Quincy Wilson (Athlete. 19905) 
Qr,iney Wrbon (Weir High. a .. , of 1999). This former Rod Rider wu a multi-sport 

sw,dou~ but it was on the football field when, he wned his highcs1 acclaim. 
Wilson - ()h;o Valley and West Virginia rccon! books IS he helped lud the Red 

Riders to the 1998 Wes1 V1r1inia aw AA state champ1onsh1p. 
lu a senior on the ,we championship ,ouad. Wilson became the fin1 Ohio Valley and 

West Vuginia ptep athlete to accwnulatt: ),000 yards in a season.. AH told. Wilson rushed 
for 3,262 fards. He scored an Ohio Valley rcco<d 47 io,,chdown, and fimshcd with 282 
points, which i• ,econd ba> all-time in the Oluo Valley. lnihng ooly latk Simons or New 
Cumberland. who scored 288 points in 1919 

Wilson.• ro,.-.,- 1eaaman. linWiod his p-ep can:a- with 6,162 yards. bu1 S,624 of lhme 
came during his junior and senior :ocasons sinoe he played prinmily on defensive during his linl 
two "'8SOOS. Fer his career, he scored 93 toudldowns and S64 poinlS, with all but ,even TDs and 
44 poullS came during his junior and sauor seascw. Wdsol\ took his play 10 anocha- levcl when the po'1SCaSOl'I rolkd 
ll'Olllld. lie sotall•time W... VUJin,arooonlswith 1.671 yards and 23 touchdowns DI_,,,, playoff games. Included IS 
a single-game r«Ord of3Z7 yards. In 1998 Sllle title pmeapinsl Dupon~ Wllsonnn for 250yards and two scores. 

Wilson won nemly every post,eason ........i ~- lie was oamod Gatorade SOiie Play<r of the Year and shared 
the Kennedy Awad with Nitro's J.R. Hoose afta- i., finisMI rtuth in the balloting as a junior. He wa, namod first....,. 
ali.s- twi<lO and<Ojbined the All-Valley ieam and was t:MOe ...-..c! aD-OVAC. lie alsoplay«! baslc,tball a Wdr Higt,. 

Aft6 occepling a ,cholarship Lo W..,_ V1rgu11a Uniw:rsity, Wilson foupit his way up the depth chart and through a 
medical redshin berorc bursting oat<> the scene in a big way DI 2003. lie ran for 1.380 yards and 12 UlUchdowns m 
""'" IO being nama! WW', Offensive MVP and WOil the-·· award for all-around cxcellenee. Wilson p!Aycd in 
44 games • WVU. running for 2,608 yards and 20 TDs. He also caught 20 balls. 

Wilson was then selecledm the seventh round as the 219'hplayertalc,n by theAtlania Falcon,. He was rclused 
and eventually signed with the Cino.nnat:i Bengal.$, with whom he spcnl par,.s of four Siea$CAS. He was also dtafted 
in the inaugural UFL Dnlfl by the Flonda Tusbrs. 
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Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (OVAC Contributor) 
BunkU "Ji..,.y''C""l'(Pollansbc:c High Scliool.Clas., oC 1923). He is the: only 

coacll in lhc Ohio Valley Athletic Confcrer1ec &nd lhc Stile: or West Virginia U> win 
''""' <hampionsh,p, in..,... sport.s footl>all, baskclball and baseball. 

C:ui:y got hi$ fint tutc of c-oachi1tg with 10 years at his alnu. nwtt, Folla:nsb« 
H,gh, b<forc moving 10 Weir High to .,.iSl OVAC Hall or l'omcr Cm Hamill and 
bc:g,n a 25,ycar Red Ridct <ar<cr, 

Carey <oachcd W<ir to W. Va. Cius MA football tid<S in 1957 (11-0). 1%0 
(10-1) and 1961 (10-1) and hi> l9S8 lcam wu 9-1. loSIJ\& only to eventual Stale 
<hampion Park,r,burg. In six seasons 4)95~1), hi, leanU posted a 52-11 <e<ord 

.. fn"'i::C-~~~~~::-~~i:nr.:.~,::,::n95~:i~)cornpiling • ro<ord of 178-115 His t<ams 
made th< W Va. Class AAA lid,,_ tJutt straight yc:an wiMing in 1963 with a n,cord or 20-5. Th< 
1962 r.&m was 24-1 and the: 1964 ream had a 23-2 n,cord. Ov<tall. his Red Rid<r hoop 1tams won sev<n 
KCtionaJ titles. five Rgional crowns and made four SWc toutnamcr\t ~cs while also winrn.rtg two 
OVAC <hampioo.,lups (1962 and 1964). 

lr1 baseball. he guided Weir to live state tournament berths 111d &he one-<:Ws W. ¼. su.tc championship 
tn 19S9 while also wiMi.ng four st:raJght OVAC titles. 

Carq wassc:la:tcdth<WatVuginiaAII-SportCood,ofthe Year in 1958 He isa mcmberof lhcw..t Yupua 
Sports Hall of l'canc; lhc Upper Oluo Valley Dopp<r Dan Hall of Fame: and the: Weir High Hall of l'canc. 

Wcir High named it> football stadium in his honor. 
At Follansbee High, Cucy was a multi-sport athl<te who w<nt on to play three: sport, (foolball, basket• 

1»11 and baseball) at G<orgc Washingu,n Univcnity bc:forc ttansfcmng and g,,,doating from We,t Liberty 
s-Collegc. 

Gene Ammirante (Coaches) 
G,ne AnuniNnu (Wheeling Central Colholic High School, Cw, or 1969). Whal 

yoo think of Ammil'l111<, you think or I\YO thing>- pa$$ion ..-4 sllCC<SS. During his 
30-y<.ir <&ltCf as head boy,' baslcc:tball coach al Belloiro High. "Coaoh A'" displayed 
plenty or th< rorma- and a<hi<vcd plenty or th< ,....,._ 

Ammirutc bcgart hi$ coachi1tg can:cr il"I 1976 as ari assistant 10 Mari: Matz at 
Bellaire bcfOTC beginning a sua:asful run u head coach of the Big Reds. 

He oompiled an im-•i•• 471-205 = re<ord al Bellauc, the all-time bc:ot 
coac:hing record in boys' basketball &I the: S<hool. That indudcd a IS9-4 I ,na,ic cl\lr, 
ing lhc 1990s. an avcnic or 19 wins per season during d'lat 10-yu.r span. 

Bdlairc High a<hievcd Top 20 rankings in Ohio 15 times under Ammiranlt; won 
14 Ohio Valky Athletic Conference dwnpionshi]>s; 14 sectional aown,: ,,x district tirles and one regional 
championship u Bcltain:: camod iG rnt ~YCf-bip to the OHSM Oiv~ioel DI Seate TOI.Unafflcnt "F~ Foo\r' P1 
2003-04. tyiflg the .sdlooJ roc.:ord for wins (22) befort losing to Versailles in double-overtime in lhc scmiti.WS. 

Iii, lt&mS poSled two und,r<af<d n:golv l<ISO!\S, going 20--0 in !993-94 and 2005--06; and two !9-1 
rcconh: ~d the 200S-06 tcarn broke lhe school TCCOrd W1th 23 YiCIOrics. 

Am.ong AMmirantc'J numerous awards were "'Coach of che Year"" for Ohio Division JI. the Eas(Cffl 

Distri<I and Oi$1ric:t 12 a, well as the: OVAC ovaall "Coach oflhe Year"' in 2003--04; and the: BobAmu:n 
Award for 20 ronsec:\ltivc year, a1 the same sohool (1996) 

He was also selected to coach the Soulh squad in the &Mual Ohio North-South AU-Star Oamc in 
Columbus in 1997. 

He served u Game Director for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-SW' Basketball Classic on two dif

Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (OVAC Family) 

Tom "Bw' B«loul (Whc,:ling C<nlrll High School. Cw, of 1969). Commi,,ioncr. 
-• offi<ial ... B«htd wws many hall in th< athleli< realm, mid he"'"" 111cm well. 

He is a long-lime member of the OVAC Softball Committee. c:um:nrly sc,ving as th< 
OVAC Sortball Commwioocr and has been Game: Di=ror or lhc annual Samuel A. 
Mumlcy OVAC AU-Star Bukctball Ciani< since 2005. 

As ao off"'ial, Be<lltel has wurl<cd ~ lugh S<hool sollball, basketball and foolball 
games daliag ba<k to 1974. H< foondcd th< Ohio Valley Boan! of Softball Umpil<1, ..,.. 
mg u sccnwy for 31 ycan:: was an Ohio Valley Otr,cials Board officer for more lhan 
20 years; and has offo<W<d football playoff games in Ohio and W.st Virginia ror more 
thati 20 years. He ha:s worked 26 state tournaments in softball and si:1 state championship 
game, in foocball. 

H~ also umpUQ softball in the WCJt Vu-ginia Confercn«. 
In 1990. h< bc:<am< lhe first W<st Virginia r..:ipi<nt of th< National Federation of s- lligh Sohool 

Associations· Officials Award. 
Bcdlld has bc:en diRcwr of th< City or Wh<cling Rca.alion Dep,wtmcnt s~ 1974, l<li>dy pro,nocing variws 

yoo,11, ,po,u l<livitics. He founded 111< Whe<ling Ra:r<ation S""'"1<t Baskctball l.coguc whi<h has grown to,,.,.. 
than 100 teams; o,pnizcd lhc: anm,al Whe<ling Basketball S1-11 whic:h has brouai,t nvmcrou.s high prof~e llh· 
l«cs a, lhc: an:a; and o"""""" lhc: 111. Ownbc:n l_.70 Con1)1ex wlud, hoots moo: than 2.000 buc:ball and IOftball 
pmes annually. 

A buketball and baseball player a1 Wheeling Central High, h< g,,,doaf<d from Wheeling College in 1973 and 
sc,ved as an assistant basketball "°""h dlcrc from 1974-73. 

He has served as a color analyst (or YrrRf'•TV on {OOlball and ~lcctbaU broadcasts; worked as I radio 
announcer (or basketball ,games~ and WaJ the publi.c address annou.n«r at Wheeling Jesuit University home 
baskcd>a.11 games. He is also diftCtot o( the annual Undo"s Catholic Baskelball Tournament in Wheeling. 

Bcchtd received the Robert S. McKclvcy Memorial Award from lhe Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
in 2008. 

Charles 'Red' Donley (Media) 
Charl,1 "Rd' Donl,y(Wdlsbuig High School,Classof 1941).An early pioneuorradio 

one! u:Jcvi.;on broad<:uting in the: Ohio Valley, Danley got his swt at WS'TV-AM radio in 
11146 when: h< ...-.ed u play-by~ annour.:.:r for hi&h school football and ba.<kctball 

'"'/:'1~."'!'i!' =Jzy'"" a.,,,;..I 9 (now WlOV) went on the air. Donley bc:<ame 
th< sporu dirodor and soon thercafta was S<kcocd to work wilh Joe: Tucke< on Piasburgh 
Stc:dcr," broackuto, a pomtion h< h<ld from 1955-62. 

He also""""""""' hone racing al Wh<cling Down, and Wllafonl Put from 1949-56. 
In 1960, h< kt\ o, bcx:omc: ~ -- ll Channel I I in l'ittsborgh. a l'Olition h< had 

for 10 y<an 1>llnng his da)'S Ill Pia,buiih, Dook:y """ fi-..: ''Golden Quill" awords for 
distingulshcd news cx,vcng,,. ,nc:lllding one: for a doc:om<nwy h< wroDC and narnu:d on 
th< laDC Art Rooney and two olhcro (on Roberto Clcmcntc one! Pie: T111ynor) lhat ar. in the 
Baseball Hall of Fune: 

In 1962,h< was nmnod to suoccccl l<C"ndlly R,y Sc:ottuplay-by-play """°'"""'for the: Univmity of Piasblirgh. 
Danley "'J0i.n<d Channd 9 in Su:ubc:nvillc in 1972 as nc:ws diRcwr and n:maincd th= h< n,li,od in 1988. 
Danley =aved die Pr<sidcot'• Media Awud from what wu then 111< Colkge of Su:ubc:nvillc in 1989; n:c<ived 

on honorary dcpo< from Jc:lrcr,on Tcc;hni<al College in 1987 and an honorary t,a,;alaun,at dcgroe from the Coll<&" 
or Slt\lbc:nvill< in 1989: was thc: rc<ipi<nt of the: Upp:, Ohio Valley llaPl)<r Dan CJ•b's Robo:rt S. M,K,lvcy Aw.ad 
u, 1991; and was inducltd uuo 111< Ohio AP BroadcastmHall oCFunc: in 2006. 

He al,o pa,t,cipai,d in many charitable pn,j«ts inch,ding the United Way and Easu:, Seals and nwl< countless 
-, as a mastor of ocrcmonics • ,:ommunity • ..,.,._ His mmiy <Olllribolions w.,. n,cogniud at a u:scmo,,;a1 
dinner in his hooor bod< in 1979. 

The road 1.-ding to the <urrcnt WTQWIV9 studio in Stcubc:nvillc is named "Rod Dook:y Drive" in his honor. 
A World War II vcocnn who sa-,ed in th< Mllrinc: Corp,, Dooley puocd away in 1998. 

Gary Sprague (Coaches) 
Gary Sprog'" (Needham (Mass.) High School, Class of 1964). He piloled the 

Linsly School baseball program from 1974-2006,oompiling an impn;ssive 33-ycar 
record of 488-257-1. which ranks fowth all-time among Ohio Valley coaches. 

He led the Cadets to 13 OVAC Toum.ament championships - more than any other 
confercrw:e ooa<h (1982, '8S, '86, '87. '89. '90. '91, '94, '9S. ' 97, 2001. '03, ·os, 
'06) and coached Linsly to five Eastern Ohio Baseball League tides (1987, '88, 
'90, '9S and "96). 

Sprague was nomcd OVAC "Coaoh of they_. in 1986 after guiding the Cadets 
to a 27-4 record and EOBL "Couh or the YCM'' th= times. 

H< couhcd six athletes who went on to play professional spons -Heath Haynes , 
Ron Stephens, Kevin Taw. Mike Coss and Mark Seaver in baseball and Willie 
Clay in the NA... He also c:o.c:hcd • lotal of 13 first learn aJJ-ti:tatc pl.aycrs includi1tg two captains: five 
OVAC "Player of th< Year" wiMer> .. d fow Wcsl Virginia Ameri<an Legion "Player of the Year" 
selections. 

He also coached freshman football al Linsly. 
Sprague =civcd the Carl R. Homill Award fmm the Upper Ohio valley Dapper Dan Club and was 

the recipient of the OVAC's Thomas E. Ralaiczal: Scorckcepcrmmcr Award in 2009 after nearly three 
decade• os the Ii=• al Linsly bask<lball games. 

Sprague graduated from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1968. 

rcmn oc:cuions and is still active on lhc committee; fo~ and diree11:d the OVAC Basketball Clinic for 1-----------------------------------I 
si• yean; is dircc:tor o( th< Who.ling Recreation D<partmcn1•, Youth Buhtball Program; and swted the: 
1Mual SIUUrday Morning Fundamc:nw F<cd<r Program and Bask<tball Camp It Boll'11'<. H< r«<ivcd the 
OVAC'• Earl lubc:rfield Boys' Basketball Coach<sAwatd in 2012. 

Anuniranlc ,ca,i,s:d his bactcltt's dogn,e Crom W<St Lihcrty s-Coll<ge in 1973 and his ITWICf's f,orn Wea 
Yuginia University in 1976. 

Bill Tonini (Official) 
Bi/JTo,rinj (Avella (Pa.) High School.□ass of 1940). "Play ball!" Considering 

the fact that his car<cr as an umpire spanned an incredible seven dc<adcs, per· 
haps no one has uttemi those words more thati Tonini. 

lie spcnt a tot.al or 52 years working countless baseball games throughout 
the Ohio Valley and beyond from l9S7-20l0 while also serving 30 y<ar> as a 
foothall official and 10 years as a bask<tball rcfcrcc 

His e,penisc as an umpire, primarily behind home pla!A: ,ailing balls and 
strikes, r:amcd Tonm1 n1,1rru;:mu.$ high school post-season assignmenlS, includ-
mg five state toumam.c;:nlS 10 Ohio and five irt West Vttginia. He also umpired 
more than 30 years of OVAC TOllmamcnt acl.JOT'I 

Tonini worked NCAA Division m College World Series games in Mari<tta 
a total of JO ttmcs; several NCAA D1vi5ion 1 giilmes i1tvolving Ohio State and Ohio Univershy; a 
host of Americ-.,. Leg1or1 game$ i-n the summer and th.rec years. m the mmor leagues, mcludmg the 
Northwe,1 League in Eug<nc. On,gon and Walla Walla Washmgton, 

He also was an mstructor al Bill Barr's Umpire School in West Palm Beach, Florida. 
Tonini is in the Wc.,lcm P<nnsylvania Soccer Hall ofFame and he roceived a special award from 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 
A h1ghly-dcconued World War II veleran who n:<eived commendations from both the Uni!A:d 

Sta!A:s and Franc:e. the 90-ycar old Tonini rt:sidcs in Hannibal 

Eugene 'Eudie' Joseph (Athlete. 1940s) 

Erzttnt "Eudu" Jostpl, (Martins Ferry High School, □ass of l 94S). A lhrcc· 
sportAII-OVAC honoree in football. b.osk<tball and lra<k.he wos a major conlribu· 
lor to lop-n:c:ord Purple Rider football and bask<tball teams. 

In bask<lball, playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coaoh Floyd Baker, 
Joseph was a regular on teams whi<h w<nt 7!-4 in three y<ars inc:luding 21-2, with 
20 slraight wins, as a senior. He was a junior on a 2~1 record team which won the 
first OVAC Class AA title in 1944. That tean'I lost it< only game to evenrual Ohio 
champion MiddlelOwn, 38•34, in the stale loumament semifinals. Joseph. along 
with rcammau: and OVAC Hall of Farner Alex Gro,.a, were all-tournament sclec, 
lions. Joseph scon:d 421 point< second on the learn to Grou·s OV record IOtal 
of 628 points. As a sophomore, Joseph was a member of a 24-1 rc<ord team, 

In f001ball, he was co-captain of a 7-2-1 record t<am which won the first OVAC Class AA title and 
rc<ordcd <ight shutouts He <amcd All-Ohio UPI honor> as well as All-OVAC and was a two,timc All• 
Eas!A:m Ohio scleotion al running bac:k. Nieknam<d the "'Ghosttt for his elusive style, he played on a 
9, I record t<am as a junior and Feny was 22-~ I in his lhrcc ><asoos. 

In track, Jooeph SCI an OVAC high hurdle rocord in th< two-year-old meet as a junior and won the 
high iurnp H< didn't comp<t< as a senior afu:r being drafted for military duty. 

After discharge, he enrolled at the Univer>ity of Dayton and played four years of basketball with 
th= as a starter on turns with school n:c:ords or 24-8. 27-5 and 28-5. The last two y<ars. the Flyer> 
wen, runners-up in lhe National Invitation Toumamenl and also were NCAA regional semifinalist in 
his senior year of 1952, 

He spcnl his entin; 37,y<M prcf,,;ional ca,,:cr teaching and coa,:hing at Linsly Military lnstirut< 
where he was head coach of boys' baskelball (1953-72) and lra<k and assistlnt in football and also 
served as athletic director His Cad<t teams won th= OVAC titles - 1971 basketball and 1961-62 in 
track, The top <OWi records wen: 16-4 in 1957. IS-4 in 1971 and IS-3 in 1972. A Llnsly scholarship 
is named i1t his. honor~ 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Art Hehr (Athlete - 1950s) 

An HtM (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1959). He graduatod as the 
wiMinge.s1 career wrestler in the OVAC. with rwo straight unbeaten seasons 
capped by Ohio titles in 1958 and 1959 after pw:ing thin! in the stMA: mec1 
as a sophomore. He was captain of the 1959 Ohio stale championship learn 
- the rorst for an OVAC membc;r, coachod by OVAC Hall or Farner Gwrge 
Kovalick. He won his last two litles at 127 pounds after competing al 120 
pounds as a sophomore. He also won three consecutive OVAC tillcs on 
c:onftrencc 1;hampionship tum$, 

He also eompc1ed in football and was a member of the Bulldogs' rorst-evc:r 
unbe11en season in 1958 and lhe rors1 Bridgcpon 1e&m to defeat rival Martins l'crry in 1956. 

After S<:rving in the U.S. Army from 1959-62, he enrolled at West Liberty Stale when: ho was a 
member of the West Virginia Cont'crcncc: title teams in 1962 a,id 1963. al$0 coached by Kovalick 
He was injun,d and couldn't compete for part of his cotlege career. 

After graduabon, he coached wrestling at Wheeling Cotlcgc and started the wrestling program at 
old Skyvuc High School. He also CO<lChcd Maitins Fcny High to an OVAC title in 1963 as well as 
S<:CUonal and dismct crowns. He served as a wrestl111g official from 1970-86 and as athletic dmctor 
al Skyvue for 28 years and Monroe Cent111l two years plus thn:c years as track coach at Skyvuc. 

Hchr was 111ducled 111to the Bridgeport High School Sp<nu Hall of Fame rn 2011 and was the 
recipient oflhe OVAC Wrestling Coaches "Mr. Mat" award in 2012. 

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete. 1960s) 

Dall Abramowici (S1eubenv1llc Cllholic Central High School, Class of 
1963), This gluc•fingc~ wide rc<:civer had to make believers out of CO\lnllcss 
doublers every step of his brilliant f001ball career. 

The Crusaders' three-sport standout was deemed too slow and too small 
to make it in b1g-t1mc college football. After he shredded that fallacy, 
Abramowicz did so even more emphatically on lhc professional level 

After a sparkling career al Steubenville Ccnlral whore he was honored as 
an all•OVAC .and all•Ohio wide receiver, the college n:c:Ni~ were nowhere 
to be found, turned off by his pcdestrian-hkc 4.8 40-metcr clocking. His lone 
college scholarship offer came from Xavier Uruversity in Cincinnati 

Abramowitt made the most of that opportunity. and went on to enjoy a record-setting stay with 
the Muskctcc .... 

Abramowin cstabhshcd a host of Xavier recching records durie1g a brilliant four•yc&r career, 
including 120 catches for 1,685 yards and 14 touchdowns. 

His prodig10us numbers n:sultcd in him being tabbed by the New OrlellllS Saints in the 17th and 
final round of the 1967 NFL Draft. 11111 17th round pick turned out to be I gem for the Saints. 

Abramowicz c.arvcd out a pro career that many first-rounders would relish. 
He was instant impact in 1be Big Easy." landing SO passes for 721 yard.'I and si• touchdowns as 

he Wa$ one of the top c;:c,ntendcrs for NFL Rooku:: of the Yc;.ar honon. 
ho seasons later, Abramowicz led the league with 73 receptions. His biggest NFL achievement, 

however. was setting a league rcc:ord for catching a pass in 104 consecutive games. which has sin« 
been broken. Tho Saints dealt Abramowicz to thc San FranciS<:O 49crs after the second game of the 
1973 S<:UOn for dnlft cho,ccs, After an adJUSbncnt period, he became a 49crs' starter the last 11 
games. catching 35 pasS<:s for 442 yuds and a TD. He retired after the 1974 season, a campaign in 
which he grabbed 25 passes for Sa.ti Francisco. Abramowicz. pul up some lofty numbers during his 
eight-year NFL career He caught 369 passes for 5,636 yuds and 39 TDs in 111 games. 

Doug Swearingen (Athlete. 1970s) 
Dou1 Swtarin1•n (Martins Fcny High School, a..,s of 1979). He was besl 

known for his pitching prowess, but Swearingen was a multi-sport standout for 
the Purple Riders. 

In addition to the diamond. Swearingen sparldcd on the gridiron as welt as the 
hardwood for Fcny. With that ,ajd, Swearingen n;m;,ins one of the linc$1 hurlers 
in Ohio \/:alley prep annals. 

The crafty south~w was• four•year baseb,,11 leru:rman for the Purple Riden. 
When nol on the hill, Swearingen was• hard-hining outfielder. 

He WIS a two-time all-Valley honortt and was a first-learn all-Ohio selection 
as a senior. Then: was no all-OVAC tcam back then. 

Swc.vingen wenl 6-2 a senior. compiling a minisculc 0.74 ERA. He famed 130 baUtts in 62 innings. 
He WIS eqoally as pol<nt a1 the plalc, balling a robusl .412 with eigh1doubles, lhrec oiplcs, one homer 
and 24 RBI. He lose the u1tima1e hcartbn:aker that spring, dropping a 1-0, 10.inning disoict final affair 
to Cadiz. He sauck out 20 in a rou1e-going effort. 

Such an ou"1anding prep can:cr had college baseball coa<hes coveting the 6 fl. 2. 195-pound south
paw. He chose The Ohio State University, a decision ho would nol n:gn:I. Swearingen w.., a four-year 
lettermen for the Buckcycs. He compiled a sparlding 23-13 career morl< with a 3.80 ERA. SW<:aringen 
was a supctb 9-1 as a junior. losing only to Oklahoma in the NCM Re~. He wa, sccond-lcam 
all-Big Ten that season. Swearingen finished his Scarlet & Gray career tied for 14ch place for can:cr 
~:,"• ninth in innings pitched (278) and 13th in sttikeouts (224). He was the le&m's co-apCain 

He was drafted by the Seattle Mariners in the 23rd row,d. He pitched for fooryca,s in the minors.going 
30-22 wilha 3.36 ERA. Swearingen was also a mcmbc:Tof the 1982 U.S. National Team which participated 
in South Km:a. He posted a >-I l<l0Dld wilh a 225 ERA IS the U.S. claimed the bron7.cmcdal. 

A two-year in fOolball and basl«:tball letterman. ho was a fin1-team all-OVAC defensive back as a 
senior and was chosen to play in the OVAC AU-Star FOolball Game , but ho opted to bypass the game 
due to his Ohio Slate baseball scholarship. 

Chris Starr (Athlete • 1980s) 
Cloris S""7( Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1986). You name the sport 

and this former Warrior shiocd en route U> earning 12 varsicy letters and evcntu• 
ally• scholarshir lo Michigan. 

While footbal and basketball wen: priorities for Starr, baseball was where 
he made his greatest impact. 

Stan was a standout on the hill for the Wamors and earned first-team all
Ohio Class A, firs1-team all-Eastern District and firs1-1earn all -OVAC. He also 
played in the Ohio NOrth-South All-Star Series. 

During the summer months, Stan was a key contributor for the Mayiwd 
Post 666 American Legion squad which won two state titles and played in the 
American legion World Series in 1986. 

Starr earned • full bascbaU scholarship to play for the Wolverines in bascball. He played two 
scason5 in AM Arbor. winning a Big JO c:hampionship in 1987. Due to injury. SWT evenN• 
atly tran.sferTCd to Muskingum College when: he pitched for two years, earning all-Ohio Athletic 
Conference honors. He had 125 strikeouts in his two seasons with an ERA of 2.&1 and was named 
a ~-season all-American, bul ton: hi, ACL in the firsl game of the season. 

Continuing to overcome advcrsiry, Starr was drafted in the 16th round or the Major League 
Baseball Draft by the Texas Rang,,rs in 1991. He played thn:c seasons of professional baseball. 

On the foolball field. Stan ctched his name into Buckeye Trail hislOry as the S<:hool's all-time 
lcad,;r in passing and rushing yards. He was an honorable mention all-Ohio pick, first-tcam all 
OVAC and firsl-lcam all-Eastern Disoict. He was cho5"n to play in the OVAC All•Star Foolhall 
Game. but turned it down due to legion baseball. 

During basketball season.Starr also earned alt-slate accolade,. He was named to lhe third-team as 
welt as first-learn alt-OVAC and all-District 12 squads. Alt told.he scored 770 points, averaging 12 
points a game. He grabbed 367 rebounds. passed out 154 assists and shot 45 percent from thc field. 

Joe Maroon (Athlete. 19SOs) 
Jo, Maroon (St. John Central High School. Class o( 1958), A four-year Irish 

letterman in football, basketball and baseball, he became the (erst St. John's 
griddcr to cam forsl team All-Ohio football hono,s (as a defensive safety) and 
also was an All,Ohio baseball selection. A two-bme AII-OVAC and All-Valley 
football honoree. he was co-captain ofthc 1957 Atl-OV 'Big School' honer roll 
as a 5-foot-6, ISO-pound two-way back. After taming second learn All-OVAC 
honors as a sophomon:. he helped the Irish n:cord the school's firsl-ever pcrfe(:t 
football 5<:Uon of 9-0 with an OVAC ntle as a Jumor under Coach Hen Healy 
in 1956 Then he posted major s1atistics in only seven games (6-1 record) in a 
senior season shortened by inHucnza. 

As a senior, Maroon led the lnsh in sconng and rushing m the scven-gamc 
season He led Eastcm Ohio with I 07 points on 17 touchdowns and five conversion Nns and also 
completed 16 of 35 passes for eighl S<:on:s. He had cigh1 TD runs between S0-30 yards; rerumcd four 
kicks for TDs with a long of 78 yards, and had four-TD games agamsl Wheeling Central. Mingo and 
BarnesviUe On defense, he intercepted five passes and also punted 

A lhn:e-sport Irish le&m co-captain. he also was selected captain of the winn111g Ohio team in the 
:::::'otf~:o-W. Va, AU-Star game He also was aW11Tded the Coca-Cola Seholor-Athlctc Award by 

Maroon attended lndjana University on a football scholarship and earned Academic All America 
honors. He was a slarting halfback m 1960 and averaged 5.3 yards a cany. 

After nx:civing a medical degree from Indiana, ho trained at Gwrgctown University and al O.ford 
Umvcrsity in England. Cummtly Viec-Chauman and Pn,fcssor or NcuroSUfiOry at the Uruvcrsity of 
Piasbwgh. ho is also the T.- NcurosutJcon for the Piasburxh Sleelcn. He also panic1pates rn numer
ous marathon races and triathlons He was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1987. 

Richard 'Dick' Kerwood (Athlete • t960s) 
R/.clr,ud "Dick" K,""""'1 (Bishop Donahue High School. Class of 1968). 

Some would have viewed 1t as a handicap; Kerwood used ,t M motivation. 
The Bishop Donahue star was bom June 9, 1950 with just one ann II never 

hindered him in life or athlelics 
Dunng his youth, he played baskelbalt and bascball, e,celling m both. He 

was also a pioneer 1n wcightJifting He bought a cast iron set of weights whllc 
in grade sc:hool and used ii pas,ionately. The visionary s~ngth t111ining p,ud 
handsome dividends 

A• a freshman at Bishop Donahue, Kerwood played football, baske1ball and 
baseball for Coach Tom O'Connctl, lctlering in all three sports. 

During the ne>t thn:c years at the McMechen-based school. he opted to conccn
tillle on jusl football and basketball. II proved I pn,dcnt decision. 

The powerful 6 fl. 2, 190-poundcr slallcd on the gridiron his (,nal thn:c seasons as a cenler, middle 
linebacker and kicker. 

During that time, he was accorded all-Valley, all-OVAC and all-St.au, honors, named captain of the 
first two 111-sw squads. 

Kerwood distingvishcd h1mS<:!f so much as a scmor griddcr that he earned honorable mention Alt• 
American plaudits. He was also invited to play in the OVAC All-Star FOolball Game 

His basketball can:cr with lhe BtShops also took on all-star status Kerwood was the team's ccnler 
and JA;ined all-OVAC and all.Valley honors. He was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy al the West 
Virgmia Slate Basketball Tournament as a S<:nior, 

Kerwood's sparlt.ling ~p play afforded him several college scholarship offers in both football and 
basketball. He opted to play football al Salem College. earning cx1ensive playing time as a fn:shman. 

As fa1e would have it, Kerwood was tragically killed in an automobile accident shortly after his 
frosh grid season at Salem. 

Alex Welker (Athlete • I970s) 
Altx Wtlur (The Linsly School. Class of 1977). He is the Michael Phelp• of 

Ohio Valley ,w;mmers. 
Welker splashed his way to a earc<:r like none o<hcr in OVAC swimming annals. 

Simply put, Welker was unbeatable. 
The Linsly star never lost a race in high school, including relays, so ii is only 

fining that he is the first swimmer lo be inducted into lhe OVAC Hall of Fame. 
He cnlcrcd Linsly as a sophomon: and quickly cslablished himself as an aqu.-tic 

$tar An exclamation poitu to his unblemished ~ord was Iha.I: he held an OVAC 
record in every e~t he competed in. He competed w&thout ever shaving his body 
or tapering, methods use to lower resistance, yielding faster times. 

Welker still holds school and OVAC n:cords dating back to 1976. He earned the distinction of being 
named All-American as both a junior and senior. 

His unparalleled swimming career proved a springboard to a scholarship from The Ohio Stale 
University, and Welker found l'll(Jfe pool suc;:ccs.s in Columbus. 

He was voled the Buckeyes' Fn:shman Swintmer oflhe Year.helping the Scarlet & Gray to a runner
up finish in the Big Ten. He was a two-time NCAA qualifier while establishing five Ohio Slat,, n:cords. 

Welker. unfortunalcly. suffered a major shoulder injury during his sophomore 5<:Uon. and many 
thought his swimming n.n:cr was over. He proved the n~ys.i.yers wrong as he earned "Comeback o( lhc 
Year Award" while also setting a new Ohio State record in the 200~mclcr freestyle as a senior. 

He also set numerous records during his earlier years in AAU competition. 
He also earned a piece of a world record. In 1975, he was a member of a 10-swimmcrtcam that estab

lished a world mark in the SO-mile relay in Mounl VCfflon, Ohio, wilh Welker posting the fa5,tc:st split. 

Shawn Vincent (Athlete • t980s) 
Slu,wn 'Vinc,nt (St. ClairsviUe High School. Class of 1987). Foolhalt was the 

name of the game for this Red Devils' icon, 
You name the way robe involved in a foocbaU game and V'mccnt was the leader 

of a team that advanced to the OHSAA Division Ill stau, semifinals before falling 
to Chagrin Falls Kenston. 22-21 . 

Vincent triggered the Red Devils' attack at the quartcrt,ack spot, scning an Ohio 
Valley record for rushing yan!s from the position at 1,360 yards in 13 games. He 
also scored I SO points for a Red Devil squad which won the OVAC Class 3,A 
tiUc. During the n:gular season, V'enccnt averaged IO.I yards a carry and scored 
20 touchdowns. 

Vincent passed for 441 yards and fow touchdowns during his senior campaign. 
All told. he scored 24 touchdowns. He was also a weapon as a punt and kick n:tumer, accumulating 
638 yards and three scon:s. On the defensive side of the ball , Vincent roamed in the S<:Condary and 
had seven interceptions. 

For his season, Vincent was an all,OVAC, all-Ohio and alt-Valley selection. 
Upon his graduation. he accepted a scholarship to play defensive back at the University of Akron. 

He slarted for the Zips for thn:c scuons and in 1988 shared the top sophomore award. He still holds 
the school record with 265 in1erception rerum yards and his 13 can:cr intc=p(ions rank scoond in the 
Akron record book. 

Vincent then signed a l'Tcc-agent contract with the Piasburgh Sleelers. playing 10 games in 1991 and 
recording two interceptions, 

Aside from his foolhall prowess, Vincent letlercd in basketball and track and field for the Red Devils 
He was the track most valuable athlele and still holds the school long•jump n:cord. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Amber Ellison (Athlete • t990s) 

Amb<!r Ellison (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) . The 
Lady Colts' basketball program is one of the most s!Oried in the Ohio 
Valley and Ellison is a major reason why. 

Ellison was a four-year lcaerwinncr for lhe Lady Colts, twice earn
ing first-team all-Ohio accolades en route to heT honors and eventual 
basketball scholarship to Wheeling Jesuit University. 

She's currently Meadowbrook's second all-time girls' leader in points 
(l .363) and ,cbounds (850) and lhe all-time leader in steals (506) and 
assists (472) Ellison also holds lhe Meadowbrook single-game record 
for 44 poinis, which she netted as a senior again.s1 John Marshall. 

During that senior season, Ellison averaged 24-1 points and 14.6 !d,ounds per game en roule 
lo every i~-tcam award imaginable. She was lint-team all-Ohio in Division D. Easlem D!Slnct 
Player of lhe Year; All Disaict 12; Player of the year in the Eas1 Ccnlral Ohio League and first. 
team all-OVAC. She was also chosen for lhe Ohio Norlh-South and OVAC All-Star games. 

As a Junior, Elhson po~ in 19 pomlS, grabbed 10 rebounds, passed out S.1 assists and 
snared 5.5 sleals per game en route to first-team all-everything She was also named honornble 
menllon all-USA Today. 

If baskelball wasn '1 enough, Elhson 1s also one of the finest softball players to ever wear a 
Lady Colts' uniform. She~ better lhan .400 every year of her career. Ellison was a lhne
nme all-Ohio softball scle<:tion and four•bmc all-dtstrict pick She was player of thc year, as a 
sophomore, in the ECOL after batting .506 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBI 

At Wheeling Jesuit, Ellison scored I ;273 career pinlS,grnbbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389 
assislS and made 218 sleals and blocked 42 shots. A four-year letterwinncr, she was a two-year 
capwn for the Lady Cardinals and was !Wice named lo the all-WVIAC squad 

After her playing career al Jesuil, Ellison accepled a coaching position al Shenandoah where 
she served as an asststant for a season before ascending to lhe head coaching Job She was with 
the Lady Zcps for three seasons, posllng a 54-17 record while ,caching ~ district tourna
ments. She also had brief coaching stinis at Franklin Heights and Olentangy Orange 

Kenny Howell (Athlete • 2000s) 
K~nny How6U (St John Central High School, Class of 2000). It didn't 

matter tile season or lhe sport for thts former Irish standout. 
However, it was in track and field where Howell made hts greatest 

impact despite only participaiing in lhe spon for~ years because he 
played baseball as a freshman 

After being encouraged 10 give track and field a try. Howell became 
lhe area's most decorated male thrower, shming m lhe discus and shot 
put, 

Howell was a lhne-lime all-Ohioan in lhe discus. He plaad third in 
lhe state his first season m tile cude and then captured the coveted Division m swc cham
pionship in 1999. As a senior, Howell was undefeated until the stale meet when he sellled 
for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feet . Thal mart sbll stands as the best in Ohio 
Valley history. Along wilh his efforis in the slate competillon. Howell was a ~-time OVAC 
Champion in lhe platier event. 

Howell placed fifth in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a two-time OVAC 
champion in the iron-ball event. 

Howell also ran on high quality sprint relay teams for lhe Irish. 
On the foolball field, Howell etched his name into St. John Cenlral history as a lhne-year 

staner for squads which combined for a 25-6 TCCord and qualified for the playoffs in 1999 
after a 9-1 season. 

Howell was the primary running back for the Irish. amassing I .SOO yards as a junior en route 
to second-team all-Ohio status. He was first-team all-staler as a senior when he ran for beni:r 
than 1.300 yards and was twice named to tile OVAC's first team. 

Howell was also a ~-year staner for the Irish baslcctball program. 
After high school, Howell accepted a track scholarship to West Virginia University. but 

eventually transferred to The Ohio State University wheTC he completed his career and degree. 
He now resides in Columbus and worl<s in lhe construction business. 

Thomas E. Rataiczak (OVAC Family) 
Thomas E. RaJ4ie:l,Jc (Bellaire High School,Class of 1964). Succeeding 

lhe late Sam Mumley and his friend-to-all, get-it-done altitude as lhe guid
ing force of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference would not be an easy task, 
but it's one tho! Rataiczalc has done wilh tremendous vision and class ... 
and lhcn some. 

"Rat" has been lhe de facto head of tile OVAC as Executive Secretary 
since 1999. and under his leadership. the bi-stale conference has grown 
to an all-time high of SO member schools from Ohio and West Virginia. 

During Ratakzalc's watch. the Conference has grown by leaps and 
bounds in a variety of areas. Among them have been lhe formation of lhe OVAC Hall of Fame 
and the OVAC Sports Museum (both located in WesBanco Arena in Wheeling); insti111ting 
boys' and girls' basketball toumamcnlS and expanding many of the other evenlS, most notably 
the revised formal of lhe irack championships: creating an All-Conference Academic Team 
in conjunction with Ohio University Eastern: lhe CTC&tion of an official OVAC website; stan
dardlling all championship awards: developing a meet director's handbook: computerizing all 
financial accounis; providing countless SportsWorld speakers to lhe area for more lhan 600 
school assemblies. raising more than $250,000 to bring chem in at no cost to lhe Conference; 
and placing the Conference on sohd financial ground through a partnership wilh Scholastic 
Sporis Marketing. 

A retired Bellaire High School teacher, he served as a "Founding Father" and Director of 
lhe BHS Sports Foundation and has been chairman of the Bellaire Wall of Fame/Hall of Fame 
Committee for more lhan 20 years. Rataiczak has been the Big Reds· basketball scorekeeper 
for 43 years. working at more lhan 1,700 consccutJve varsity and junior varsity games. In fact, 
the OVAC's Scorekeeperfiuner Award presented annually al lhe OVAC All-Star Basketball 
Classic is named in his honor. 

He has also served more lhan 30 years as the BHS r,:cord-kceper, publishing extensive media 
guides for bolh foolball and baslr.elball. 

The recipient of lhe Bellaire Alumni Association's Ouistanding Alwnnus Award in 1992. he 
gradua1cd from West L1beny Stale College and obtained a master's degree from West Virginia 
University. He received the Robert S. McKelvey Award from lhe Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club in 2010 and his most recent undcnalcing was being elected to lhe Bellaire Board of 
Education in 2012. 

Denver Williams (Athlete - 19905) 
Denver Williams (Cadiz High School, Class of 1996). When ii comes to 

speed, ther,: have been very few, if any, faster than Williams. 
Regardless if it was on lhe track or on the football field, Williams was 

consistently running away from the opposition. 
Williams was a four-year regular in both track and football for the 

Cardinals , On lhe oval, Williams wrote his name in10 Ohio Valley history 
in bolh lhc I 00-meter and 200-metcr dashes. 

He wasted little time in making a name for himself. He won the Division 
Ill state 200-meter dash title as a freshman in 1993. He proceeded to win 
three more, malong him one of jus1 five alhletes in state history to win the 
same event four straight years. 

Williams didn't stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division Ill 100-metcr crowns to his 
,csume in bolh his junior and senior seasons. Williams ran his personal-best times of 10.55 
and 21.50 10 win the gold medals as a senior, and both still stand as all-time OHSAA and Ohio 
Valley TCCords. 

On the football field, Williams also sparkled, earning first-team all-Ohio and all-Eastern 
District !Wice, He owns the Cadiz school ,ccord for career rushing yards with 4,479. 

After his prep career, Wilharns accepted a football scholarship to the University of Kentucky 
where he also ran track, He red-shined as a freshman and then transferred to Youngstown State 
where he helped the Penguins win the NCAA Division I-AA National Championship. All told, 
he lettered four years at YSU in football and three in track. 

For the Penguins' track team, Williams was the 200-meter runner-up in the Mid-Continent 
Conference and was apan of school records in the indoor 4x400 and sprint medley. 

Williams has now entered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohio Norlhem and 
Heidelberg. CWTCntly, he's working as a football coach and tr,ick coach at Tnnity College m 
Hartford. Conn 
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Tim McCoy (OVAC Contributor-) 
Tim McCoy (Jefferson Union High School, Class of 1978). For a quarter of 

a century, McCoy has taken the lead role in expanding broadcast and intcmel 
coverage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specifically those of lhe Ohio 
Valley Alhletic Confe,cnce. 

Those efforts have helped give lhousands of area high school alhleies 
tremendous exposure, wilh countless thousands of viewers able to watch lhe 
valley's bes1 perform in the alhletic realm. 

Among the many highlighlS has been live TV coverage of various all-star 
contests, mosl notably the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic from Wheeling Island Stadium and the Ron Mauck OVAC W,cstling 
Championships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. At one time, WTOV-TV9 also aired the 
Samuel A. Murnley OVAC All.Star Basketball Classic. 

Other events include the football "Game or the Week" broadcasts (replays of area games fol
lowing lhe comprehensive "Sports Friday" shows) ; in-deplh pre-season football team previews 
and the "Big 22" awards banquet in December. WTOV-TV9 also has an extensive intcmet 
football supcrs1te available. 

McCoy became Vicc-P,csident and General Manager of WTOV-TV9 in 1994. Prior to Iha!, 
he served as the station ·s Operations Manager for six years 

He began his career in television as a Production Technician at WNEO-TV in Kent from 
1979-82. He first joined wrov as a Promotion Producer from I 982-85 and lhen spent two 
years at NBC affiliatc WLEX TV in Lexington. Kentucky as Promotions and Crt:ative Services 
Di,cctor where he received two ADDY awards. 

He has served on various boards in lhe Ohio Valley. including as president and campaign 
chairman of lhe United Way of Jefferson County. the S1. John Arena, the Steubenville Rotary 
and tile Steubenville City of Murals, He is also a member of The Friends of Wheeling. the 
Eastern Ohio Valley Tech PTCp Consortium, Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce, the 
Wheeling Area Chamber of Commerce, Franciscan University of Steubenville, Historic Fort 
Steuben and the Jefferson County WIND Team. He was named 1995 City of Murals "Volunteer 
of the Year··; tile Community Leadership Award from lhe Franciscan University of Steubenville: 
a Community Award from lhe Steubenville branch of the NAACP; and !he One in a Million 
Award from lhe Steubenville Million Man Man:h Committee.awards. 

He was lhe 1997 Roben S. McKelvey Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Richard 'Hoot' Gibson (Media) 

Ricluud "Hoot" Gibson (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1970). 
He began his career in the local media in 1981 and has spent 32 years on 
the staff at The Times Leader, serving as a sports writer and for a brief 
time as Sports Editor and also as Area News F.ditor. 

Gibson has written countless columns covering high school, college 
and professional sports and instituted the All-Times Leader teams in all 
high school sports. 

He has covered OVAC contests in nearly every spon and al most 
conference schools over the years, including OVAC AII-Sw games in every spon. 

Gibson has been seen al countless sporting events not only locally, bu1 around the countty. 
He's covered several NCAA men's basketball "Final Four" games, many World Series and 
MLB All-Star Garnes, 10 Super Bowls and 18 college football bowl games. He's also authored 
countless stories on the Ohio Stale Buckeyes and the West Vu-ginia Mountaineers and served 
one year as the beat writer for the Pittsburgh Pirales. 

He received the OHSAA Media Service Award for the Eastern District in 2000 and has won 
several Ohio Prep Sports Writer,; Association awards over the years. 

Gibson was also a fTeclance writer for several years for Basketball Weekly magazine based 
OUI of Detroit, Michigan. 

Gibson, who altended Harding Univer,;ily in Arkansas. also ,pent several years as a local 
baseball. basketball and volleyball official and served as manager of the Fanpoint•Neffs ball
club of the Ohio Valley Baseball uague. 

Nick Aloi (Coaches) 
Nick At,,i (Midland (Pa.) High School. Class of 1962). His coaching 

caieer began with a three-year stint at his alma mater, Midland (Pa.) Lincoln 
High. where he led the team to a state runner-up finish in 1986. He was 
named Class A '"Coach of the Year'' in western Pennsylvania in 1985. 

Aloi 's coaching stay at East Liverpool began in 1986 and spanned 20 
years, longer than any basketball coach in school history. He compiled a 
career record of 326-121, an impressive winning percentage of 73%. 

His Potter-coached teams won four Ohio Valley Athletic Conference cham· 
pionships (1991. '94, ·95 and '99): nine sectional titles: six district crowns and 
one regional championship with an OHSAA Stale "Final Four" Appearance in 
1999. The '99 team finished with a 23-2 record, falling to Shaker Heights (71-{)3) in the Division 
I state semifinals. 

He was selected Ohio Division I "Coach of the Year" in 1996 by the Ohio High School Basketball 
Association and 1999 by The Associated Press; was the Disaict 5 Basketball Coaches Association 
"Coach of the You" 11 times, Eastern Disaict "Coach of the Year'' seven times and received similar 
honor,; in Columbiana County numerous times. 

He was previously inducted into the East Liverpool High School Athletic Hall of Fame, the Beaver 
County Sports Hall of Fame, the Midland High School Sports Hall of Fame and the District 5 
Baskelball Coaches Association Hall of Fame. 

Among Aloi's attributes were consistency, continuity and commiUMnl, evident in the fact that he 
never missed an open gym, practice, $Crimmage or game during his playing or coaching career.;. 
He also stanc:d the popular "Potter Holiday Classic." a tournament known for quality competition, 
and conducted the "Little Potter,; Clinic" yearly for the district's elementary and middle school 
students free of charge. 

As an athlete, Aloi was the leading scorer. MVP and team captain of Midland's 1962 unde
--------------------------•• -~ -~-,,-.-,;;-~---1 feated basketball team, earning All-WPIAL and All-State recognition. He then went to Bowling 

J• Th Gtecn State Univer,;ity where he was a three-year starter and team co-captain, averaging IS 
lffl 0ffl3S (Coaches) points per game. Aloi earned his bachelor's degree from Bowling Green and later obtained his 

He served three years in the United States Navy (1976-78), working in communications 
for Command 6th Aeet Europe while stationed in Italy and touring both Europe and northern 
Africa. 

Jim Thomas (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1963). master's degree from Duquesne Univer,;icy. He was drafted by the St. Louis Hawks of the NBA. 
The highly-regarded '"IT' is the fourth-winningesl coach in Ohio Valley 

history behind Reno Saccoccia, Jay Circosta and the fellow Hall of Farner 
George Sttager with a 3S-year record of 235-134-2. He wound up only 35 
wins off of the all-time West Virginia state record for football coaching 
victories (267). 

His first head coaching stint came at old Yorkville High where he spent 
three years (1968-70), guiding the Ductillites lo an unbeaten season in 
1970. 

He then assumed the head coaching position as Wheeling Central 
(1971-80), and moved on lo Wheeling Parle for six seasons (1981-86). From there, it was 
back to his alma mater for a second stint, this lime guiding the Maroon Knights from 1987-
2004. 

He coached learns to seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships ( 1974, 1976, 
1978, 1979, 1990, 2000 and 2004) and four West V,rginia state title. The Maroon Knights 
were Class AA slate champs at the fir,;1 "Super Six" event in Charleston in 1979 and !hey 
won the Class A crown in 2000, 2002 and 2004. The 2000 team set a school record for wins 
(13-1), 

He also coached the West Virginia squad four times in the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity 
All-SW Football Classic. 

Thomas was voted the West Virginia All-Spon "Coach of the Year" for 2004-05 and thc 
OVACAII-Spon "Coach of the Year" in both 1980 and 2003. He was also The Intelligencer's 
'"Coach of the Year" in 1979 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan "Man of the Year" in 
2001. 

He earned his bachelor's degree from Wesl Liberty State College and a master's degree 
from West Virginia Univer,;ity. 

Thomas passed away in 2005 at the age of 60. 

Don Zinni (Officials) 
Don Zinni (Yorkville High School, Class of I 9S4). He began his offi• 

ciating career in 1970 as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Football 
Officials, remaining active until 1991. 

He officiated al the district, regional and stale level in the WVSSAC 
playoffs from 1975-90. working the 1977ClassAAAStateChampionship 
Game.; and he worlced games at the regional and state semifinal level in 
the OHSAA during that same time span. 

Zinni officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-SW Charity Football 
Classic four times (three as referee and one as back judge) and worked 
the OHSFCA North-South All-SW Classic in Massillon in 1982. 

A member of the OHSAA Football Advisory Committee for four years and a Past 
President and Rules Interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, Zinni became 
OVAC Football Commissioner in 1995 and held that position until retiring in 2012 as the 
longest-tenured indwidual to serve in that capaci1y,, 

While serving as OVAC Football Comm1ss1oncr, the affable Zinni expanded officiating 
crews from four men to five; expanded the officiating base to include several areas on both 
sides of the nver including Wheeling, Weuton-Steubcnv11le, Mason-Dixon, Parlr.er,;burg
Mariena, Columbiana Counly, Cambridge-Zanesville and Columbus; established rabng of 
crews by coaches during the season and by the Commissioner after the season; served as a 
clearinghouse for schoob seeking opponents for schedule openings: and assigned officials to 
the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-SW Charity Football Classic by position rating, 

Zinni also spent several years 1n the coaching ranks. He fir,;t served as junior high and 
freshman basketball coach from 1958-65; was an assistant football coach at Yorkville High 
from 1959-65: was the head coach at Yorkville from 1965-70: and then was the lugh school 
principal from 1970-72 

He is also a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Comm11tee 
As a high school athlete, Zinni was a four-year letterman m bascb311, a two-year letterman 

in football and a one-year le11erman in basketball at Yorkville. 

John Howell (Officials) 
John How,/J (Lancaster Fairfield Union High School, Class of 1967). 

When ii comes to high school basketball officials, Howell is among the 
most recognized individuals throughout the Ohio Valley. After all, during 
a 38-year officiating career, he worked in practically every gymnasium out 
there. 

Howell became a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved 
Basketball Officials in 1972. He served as secretary of the board for 14 
years; as a training class instructor for 14 years; as rules interpreler for 16 
years and assigned junior varsity officials for 14 years. 

He served as the OVAC's Assistanl Basketball Commissioner from 1983· 
94 and became the Basketball Commissioner in 1995, a role he still has today. 

Howell worked his fim varsity baslr.etball game in 1974 (Paden City vs St, Marys) and his 
final appearance on the hardwood came March 11, 2009 in a West Virginia Class AA Regional 
game at Phillip Barbour High School. 

Howell worked a total of 27 state tournaments: 14 Ohio boys (1987, '88. '90, '92, '94, '95, 
'96, '98, '99, 2000, '02, '04, '06,' 08); 5 Ohio girls (90. 91. 93. 01. 03); 6 West Virginia boys 
(88, 91. 94, 97, 99, 03); and 2 Wcsl Virginia girls (83, 89). He also worked a total of 75 regional 
tournament games over the ycazs. 

In 1993. Howell worked a W. Va. boys' state semifinal game in Charleston with Mike Coyne 
in morning and then and Ohio girls' semifinal game in Columbus with Roger uvi later same 
day. He officiated the first three-man championship boys' game in Ohio in 1996 and the first 
3-man championship boys' game in W. Va. in 1997. 

Howell received a host of awards over the years, including NAOA (National Federation of 
Interscholastic Officials Association) Official of the Year in West Virginia in 1992 and in Ohio 
in 1997; Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in 1991. Ohio Disaict 12 Official of the Year in 
1992: West Virginia Official of the Year in 1994 and was the 2013 recipient of the OVAC's 
Rohen Dawson Officials' Award. He was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame 
in 2003. 

In addition to basketball. Howell has worked as a track official since 1972. serving in various 
capacities over the years at OVAC meets as well as al the Bellaire Relays and Shadyside Relays. 
and he has handled the position of clerk at those meets for the last I 5 years. 

While not an on-field official in football, Howell served as the OVAC's Assistant Football 
Commissioner under Hall of Farner Evan Reese from 1983-94. 

Harry 'Moo' Moore (Athlete - 19405) 
Harry "Moo" Moon (Moundsville High School. Class of 1948). The 

6-foot,2 forward sci school career scoring records which lasted 18 years 
until broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Farner Bob Hummell. He scored 
1,700 career points in four seasons and he also se1 the all-time Trojan single• 
game record of 54 points, including 25 goals, in a 101-17 rout of Cameron. 

He earned fir,;1 team, one-class All-Stale as a senior and was twice a fir,;t 
team AII-OVAC largest Class AA honoree. He also was the first state High 
School Player of the Year honoree in selections made from 1948-60 by the 
Tri-State Independent Tournament held in Sister,;ville. 

Moore led the Trojans 10 records of 15-2 in 1948 and 19-3 in 194ll when 
the team advanced to the W.Va. region finals. 

He earned a scholarship to West Virginia Univer,;i1y where he played on three varsity teams 
with a combmed 60-20 record, including a Southern Conference regular season and tournament 
championship. Moore's 84 percent career free throw percentage ranks No. 2 all-lime at WVU. 
He averaged 12.8 points a game as a senior and was selected honorable mention All-America. 

He also was chosen in the sixth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Nationals. 
He served ,n the Army infantry from 1953-55 and was selected to play in the I 9S4 armed 
forces Pan•Amencan Games in Mexico and International Games in Gcnnany. In 2007. he was 
inducted in10 the West Virginia University Spons Hall of Fame. s $ ""' ;, '"'""•"'"' •-·=""""""""'m,. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Athlete. l!ISOs) 

Ran "Cy" Godfny (Martins Ferry High School, Class of l 956). 
The 6-foot-5 stringbean set school scoring ttoord.s which remain on 
the books for more than 50 years. He sharu,red Pwple Rider career, 
season and single game marks set in 1944 by legendary OVAC Hall 
of Pamer Alex Groza. His records include cum:nt standanls of 1.300 
caree~ poi~ts. a 32.4 point per g~ nonn as a senior. and twice scoring 
51 points in a game against Wheehng and Benwood Union. The single• 
game marlc has been tied, !he olhen Wlbroken. He earned All-Ohio and 
All-OVAC honors in 19S6 at the Pwple Riden went 18-6 with sectional 
and district titles before bowing to Canton McKinley, 57-54, in regional play. 

He earned a scholarship to the Univenity of Miami. where he scored 1.384 caree, points 
as !he Hurricanes went 61-18 in his three varsity seasons. The 1960 NCAA Tournament team 
went 23-4 and the 1961 NIT Tournament squad ended ']J).7 as Godfrey earned honorable 
mention All-America. 

He later served as head coach for four seasons of the Hwricanes before resigning in 1971. 
His prize ~tegt was fu!1Jre_ Basketball Hall of Farner Rick Barry. Godfrey has been indUC1cd 
into the Umve111ty of M1arm Sports Hall of Fame 11nd the Atlantic Coast Conf=nce Legends 
Class of ']J) 12 although he never played an ACC game. Miami is cum:ntly a member of the 
ACC. Godfrey resides in Coral Springs. Aa. 

Jim Brown (Athlete. 1960s) 
Jim Brown (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1961). A two-sport 

Purple Rider standout, he is the first OVAC athlete honored primarily 
for golf. In the OVAC all-cla.<s tournament, he improved each year to 
place fourth. third, second and first his four years. He also won three 
OVAC Ohio-side titles. He won thttc Ohio dislrict crowns after placing 
second as a freshman. In the Ohio state tournament, he improved each 
season • l lrh, 8th, 6th and 4th as a senior. His career match record was 
43-4, including 13-1 as a senior after marks of 9-2, 11-0 and 10-1. He 
was medalist in 39 of 47 caree, matches. 

In basketball, the S-foot-11 guard was a two-time All-OVAC Class AAA choice, twice All
Eastern Ohio (co-captain as senior) and All-Ohio second and third team in two wire service 
selections. He was co..:aptain in the Ohio Nonth-South All-Star Game 

He earned a scholarship to play golf and basketball at Ohio State and became OSU's No. I 
golfer, and senior team captain, and a three-year varsity basketball letterman. 

After six years coaching at Rollins College in Florida and Kent State, he returned in 1973 
to become Ohio State's ninth golf coach. He remained for 36 seasons as the longest r.cnured 
coac~ in any sport at OSU. His 1""'!15 won 17 Big Ten titles and the 1979 NCAA charnpi· 
onsh,p among 11 NCAA Top 10 finishes and 31 appearances. A three-time Big Ten Coach 
of the Year, he won national honon in 1979 and 1986. He has been inducted into the Golf 
Coaches of America Hall of Fame and the Ohio State Athletics Hall of Fame. Brown splits 
retirement time between Columbus and Florida, 

Ken Vargo (Athlete· 1950s) 

Ken V4110 (Martins Ferry High School.Class of 1952).A three-sport, four
year Purple Rider athlete who was team captain in football and basketball as 
a senior and a track team member. A 6-foot, 184-pound center-linebacker in 
football, he earned fint team Associated Press All-Ohio defense as a senior 
and was selected captain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley "Big School" 
honor rolls. The 1951 All.Valley selections were the first ones selecting Big 
and Small School teams. Vargo. a 48-minute player, also was a two-time All
Eastern Ohio selection at center. 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State Unive,sity where he became a three
year regular at center and Buckeye co-captain as a senior when he earned 
fi~t team All-Big '!'en Conference with two teammates in the College Football Hall of Fame -
Hc1sman Trop_hy winner Howard (Hopalong) Cassaday and Outland Trophy winner Jim Parker. 
Vargo played 1n the I 956 Hula Bowl. 

Asa junior, he was a regular on a 10-0 record team which won the Rose Bowl. 20-7 .over USC 
and was named the AP National Champions. 

Vargo was ~d in the _ninth round by the Chic~go Bears of the National Football League. but 
opted to play m Canada with the Ottawa Rough Riders where he was Canadian Football League 
All-Star linebacker in his 19S6 rookie season. 

After his playing career, he remained in Canada and resides in Ottawa. 

Larry Marmie (Athlete • 1960s) 
Larry Marmie (Barnesville High School, Class of 1960)An All-Ohio 

quarterback for the Shamrocks, he also earned All-OVAC honors in football 
and All-Eastern Ohio honon in basketball and football as a senior. He also 
was selected All-Valley "Small School" first team quarterback. 

Playing for coach Bob (Smokey) Wion on a 7-2 record team as a senior in 
1959. Marmie was selected to the UPI All-Ohio Class AA team and played in 
the 1960 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star game. The 1959 Shamrocks averaged 
30.4 points a game with Marmie rushing for 626 yards and passing for 566 
yards in a balanced attack. 

In 1960. he walked on at Ohio State University and was a member of the 
freshman team before transferring for his final three years at Eastern Kentucky Univenity. A 
four-year starter at quarterback. he was team captain and MVP as a senior and set seven school 
records. 

After five college assistant coaching jobs, he joined Arizona State as defensive coordinator in 
19~5.and became h~ coach fo~ four years from 1988-91. After s10ps at Tennessee and UCLA, 
he Joined the professional coaching ranks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Canlinals. He then 
joined the St. Louis Rams (2004-0S) and Seanle Scahawk.s (2006-09). Last season was his 47th 
year in coaching. 

He currently resides in Califomta. 

Peri Powell (Athlete • 1970s) 

Rhonda Noble (Athlete. 1970s) Peri Powell (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1979) . She distinguished 
herself as a superb college softball player. Unfonunately for Powell her high 

Rhonda No/Ju (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1979). She was school did not field a prep softball team. ' 
one of the fi111 three-sport female athletes in Ohio Valley annals. She That didn't stop her, however, from being an exceptional alhlete for the 
was also one of the best. Pwple Riden. lettering in three sports. 

Noble not only starred in volleyball. basketball and softball for !he Powell still ralCs as one of !he fine.st basketball players, male or female, in 
Lady Red Devils, but she was also just as impressive in the realm of Martins ~ history. She poured in 1,404 points in her prep can,er. In the 
academics. Noble ·s many talents helped elevate the Lady Red Devils ~ss, the dynamite guard was accorded all-Ohio honon as a junior and 
to team success. senior. She was also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was 

As a senior. she led St. C. 's volleyball team to the regional touma• captain of the All-Valley team that same year. 
ment. It was a milestone achievement as it marked the fint lime an Powell displayed her versaiility by lenering four years in volleyball for the Fcrrians while also 
Eastern Ohio team ever advanced to the Sweet 16. The Lady Red Devils were also crowned tellering three years in track and field. 
OVAC champions that sea.<on. Noble was voted the team's most valuable player that cam- Softball came to the forefront at the next level.as Powell earned a full scholarship to the College 
pa1gn. an honor she also landed as ~sophomore.As dominating as she was in volleyball, of Sr.cubenville. As fate would have it, the college did away with the program after two years. 
Noble may have been even more-so m basketball. In leading St. C. to the OVAC champion- Powell remamed undaunted, however. She simply took her vast softball skills to West Liberty 
ship her senior campaign, Noble landed every conceivable honor. She was voted, all-OVAC State College. It was a move thal paid quick, albeit, short dividends. Powell earned fust-tcarn all 
~I-District. all-Valley and alt-Ohio. She was named the team's MVP and was chosen 10 play WVIAC acwlades in softball for_the Lady ~illtoppen. S~ opted, however. to leave West Liberty. 
m the OVAC All-Star Game. In softball. she was a three-year letterwinner and was again It was not the end of her colleg1atc exploits, as she decided to ply her trade at Wheeling College 
named MVP as a senior. (now Jesuit University). She scriplCd a brilliant two-year career with the Lady Cardinals. 

Her St. C. career featured JO athletic letters and being voted the school's female athlete of S!'c gained all-WVIAC honon both seasons and was named conference player of the year as a 
the year for 1978-79. She was also a member of the St. Clairsville National Honor Society. senior. She batted .437 that year. Powell played in the NAIA national tournament in San Antonio, 
She was inducted into the St. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008. :e~. Powell was voted NAf:'1- All-American: the first Lady Cardinal alhlelC to ever gain that dis-

After receiving her St. C. diploma. Noble went from one hilltop to another. She chose llllCtlon. Wheeling College reliml her sol1ball Jersey in 1987. 
West Liberty State College to continue her athletic and academic pursuit and she was a After her playing days, Powell distinguished henelf in the coaching ranks. She served as Wheeling 
rare three-sport performer in college. She was an impact performer early on for the Lady College head softball coach for two :,,ears, being named the WVIAC Coach of the Year, only to have 
Htl!toppen' volleyball program. She was named all-WVIAC as a sophomore.junior and thecollcgedisconlinuetheprogiarn.Powcllcurrenllyservesasassistlntsol1ballooacha1Marlinsfeny. 

senior. She helped lead WLSC to the conference crown in 1981. All-conference honors and r----~;:::;;:--~==:::;;;::--:--:--::--::--:--~=-:-------;:======--i 
Noble became synonymous. She earned all-WVJAC plaudits in basketball as a senior and M k E 1• 
as a junior and senior in softball. She was inducted into the West Liberty University Hall ar mmer 1ng (Athlete • 1980s) 
of Fame in 2000. She returned as West Liberty's head volleyball coach from 1986-199S. MartE111nurling(EastLiverpoolHighSchool.Classof 1989). Wrestling 
During that tenure, she was twice (1987 & 1981) voted WVIAC Volleyball Coach of the and Emmerling are synonymous. 
Year. Noble is the chairperson of West Libeny's Department of Health & Human perfor- He is the unquestioned greatest grappler the Columbiana County-based 
mance in the College of Education. school has ever produced. Moreover. he is one of the most successful in 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference annals. 
Emmerling reached rarified air in January of 1989. That is when !he 

talented and gritty Potter became only the second wrestler to win four 
OVAC mat charn~ionships,_the other being_legendary Hall of Farner Bobby 
Douglas. Emmerling established an East Liverpool school record. chalking 
up I 35 career wrestling victories. He also owns Potter school records for 
most high school tournament places (24), most pins (100) and most dual-match victories (92). 

His fourth OVAC Tournament title also brought him the coveted David Bierkortte Award, 
e~b!emauc as the tourney's MVP. Em'!'erling caplUJ'ed three sectional championships. three 
~•'!'cl crow~ and ~ regional crown. H,. state tournament hopes were dashed by injuries as a 
JUD1<;>r and senior. His mat success was widely embraced by the East Liverpool community. He 
received the Lou Vendini Award as the school outstanding wrestler while also being honored 
by the city's mayor with "Mark Emmerling Day" on Feb. 6, 1989. 

His prep prowess led him to West Virginia University where he earned two mat lettcn for 
the Mountaineen. 

He also performed well in cross country, earning four letters for the Potters, and excelled in 
the classroom, being inducted in the school's National Honor Society 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Blaine Rose (Athlete. t980sl 

Blain, Ros, (Suuuon High School. Class of 1984). In its heyday, 
Stanton boasled some of the prenucr athletes in !he Ohio Valley. but 
none were better than Rose. He was a thrce-spon standout. who pos· 
scsscd decathletc:-like talents in track while also skilled enough lo cam 
a Division I football scholarship. 

Rose could virtually do it all, whether on the gridiron, basketball 
court or m the track arena. When the dust selllcd on his suc«ss-laden 
prep career, Rose opled to contmue his athletic and academic career at 
the University of Maryland. where he enjoyed a superb football career. 

The 6 ft. 5, 210-pounder was Stanton's only lhrcc•sports all-Valley 
rll'$t-team selection. He was also selected by The Intelligencer as the 1983-84 Ohio Valley 
All-Sports athlctc: of the year. 

Rose was a thrce-ycar Staller in football, starring as a tight end and defensive end. He 
was sclecte<l as capuun of the all-Valley Small School team as a senior, a season in which 
he collected more than I 00 tackles and caught 23 passes for four touchdowns in a ground• 
oriented offense. 

Rose used his great siu and athle11cosm to sparkle in basketball, finishing his career with 
1,052 points. He was accorded firsl•lc:am all-OVAC and all-valley plaudits while bcmg 
named third learn all-Ohio. He averaged 18.l. points and 14.9 rebounds that campaign as 
Stanton finished with a sparkling 17-4 mark 

Rose earned the rare disunction of being a three-year all-Valley IJ'ack selection. He 
excelled as a discus thrower, pole vaulter. high jumper while lending his speed to Red 
R.uders' relay teams He was a 13-foot pole vaulter which was ll!markable for his siu while 
also tossing the discus 145 feet. winning multiple OVAC titles in those events. 

After pocking up his Stanton diploma. Rose ma1nculaled to Maryland, lettering four years 
for the Terrapins. He was the backup ught end hos first two years before landing the starting 
spo< as a junior. By the umc he was a senior, Rose had blossomed m!Q a 6 ft. 5, 260-poundcr 
which ll!SUlted him moving to a starting guard slot. The move pajd dividends as it earned him 
entJy mto the NFL. He was on the New England Patt10IS' taXi squad in 1990 and the Miami 
Dolpluns' taXi squad in I 991. Rose's pro football days ended in 1992 when he played for the 
Orlando Thunder of the World Football League . 

Ben Taylor (Athlete. 1990s) 
Ben Taylor (Bellaire High School, Class of 1997) There's tough 

and then thcn!'s the way this Btg Reds' all-Ohioan played throughout 
his career. 

11 didn't matter whal side of the ball, Taylor was heavily involved tn 
the success of the Big Reds' football program in the mid 1990s During 
Taylor's career, in which he earned lhrcc letters, the Big Reds compiled 
a 35.3 record. 

Two of those three losses came in the Ohio Division IV State 
Championship Game During those seasons, Taylor saw time at line
backer, safety and wide ll!CCiver for Coach John Magistro's squad Taylor, who was a first 
team all-Ohioan and a "Mr. Football" finalists as a senior. finished his career with 348 1ack• 
les and 12 interceptions on defense. He was also a m.unstay in the passing game. catching 
130 passes for 1,679 yards and 12 touchdowns in his career. He was also an outstanding 
punter. He also owns the Bellaire single-season record for receptions in a season (70) and 
career. His career tackle number ranks third in Bellaill! history and his 192 tackles in a 
season ranks second. His receiving yardage is fourth. Taylor was chosen for the Ohio North
South All-Star Game and was chosen as a learn captain. He also took patt in the OVAC 
All-Star Game and captained that squad. 

He landed a scholarship at V1rginia Tech and shined for four years. The Holcies well! 39-9 
during Taylor's career in Blacksburg. En route to being named a semifinalist for the Butkus 
Award. which goes to the nation's premier collegiate linebacker, Taylor recorded 318 tackles 
and seven career sacks. He was twice named all-American and all-Big Eas1. After finishing 
the regular season undefeated in 1999, Taylor and the Hokies (who had Michael Vick at 
quarterback) played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National Championship ag.unst Florida 
State. The Hokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game after the 
200 I season. He was then drafted in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round. 
He spent four seasons at linebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green Bay 
Packers in 2006, but injuries ended his professional playing career. All told, he recorded 218 
career tackles in the NFL and had one interception. 

Along with Taylor's football abilities, he was a member of two OVAC Championship 
basketball teams coached by OVAC Hall of Farner Gene Ammirantc:. The 1997 Big Reds' 
hoop squad won the district title. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career and 
then ran tJ'aCk as a sprinler. 

Taylor was inducled to the Bell.urc High School Hall of Fame in 2005. 
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Sylvia Crawley (Athlete. 19905) 
SyMa Crow~J (Steubenville High School, Class of 1990). Utilizing her 6 

ft. 4 frame, there wasn't much this Big Red product couldn't do on a basket
ball floor. Playing primarily at center. Crawley developed into one of the best 
post players Steubenville and the Ohio Valley has ever seen. A three-year 
letterwinner, Crawley enjoyed her finesl camp.ugn as a senior when she aver
aged 17.9 points a game and led the Ohio Valley with 19.4 rebounds and an 
as1ounding 7.3 blocked shots. Crawley, who also lettered in track and field, 
ended her pn!p career with 978 points, 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots. 

For her efforts. Crawley was twice named to the all-OVAC Class AAA 
first learn and she captained the Ohio-side all-Valley squad as a senior after 
eatl'ling second team honors as a junior. 

While scoring, r,:bounding and blocking shots al wiU, the recruiting picked up Slc:arn for Crawley, 
who received offers from North Carolina Slate, Indiana, Tc= A&M, Minnesota and numerous 
others, but she seltlcd on the University of North Carolina. For the Tar Heels, Crawley scored 1,158 
points, grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shots, while Slatting IOI career games. Her crowning 
achievement, however, came as a senior when she was named learn captain and helped lead UNC to a 
33·2 record and the NCAA National Championship. Crawley averaged 13 .6 points and 52 rebounds 
per game thal season. Crawley was named ACC Defensive Player of the Year three times. She was 
an al1ema1e for the U.S. Olympic Team in 1996 and played on the national learn for the 1999 U.S. 
Pan-Am Games and in the World University Games. North Carolina retired Crawlcy's number (00) 
and ,rs just one of 11 jerseys to hang from the rafters in Carmichael Arena. 

Crawley'• hoop career continued professionally. She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries. 
She played in the now defunct ABL for five years and then after playing in Europe. she played thrcc 
seasons in the WNBA. During her time with the Pottland Power in the ABL, Crawley won a slam 
dunk contest with a b~nd-foldcd dunk. After he playing career, Crawley got into coaching. She served 
as an assistanl at UNC and Fordham before being hired as the head coach at Ohio University. She 
held that post fa- two seasons and then acccpled the Boston College Job, resigning in March of 2012 
citing health reasons. 

Bethany Piccolini (Athlete - 2000s) 

B1thanyl'iccalini(St.Clairsvillc High School, Class of200I) It didn't matter 
the sport, thts Lady Red Devils' product shined A mainstay in basketball and a 
stale champion in track and field, it was m volleyball where Piooolini really left 
her mark on the Lady Red Devils' athletic program. 

Piccolini was a four-year lctterwinncr for the Lady Red Devils. earning the 
team's Most Valuable Player honor both as a junior and senior, Leading the 
Lady Devils in nearly every statistical care gory. Pioeolini was named firSt•tcam 
all-Ohio as a senior On lop of the honor, Piccolini was named the District 12 
Player of the Year and was a first team all-OVAC selection. She also captained 
the inaugural all-Times uadcr 1c:am as a senior. As a junior, Piccolini camcd 
first-team District 12, all-OVAC fust 1c:am and honorable mcnllon all-Ohio. 

Her prowess on volleyball earned her a scholarship to Eastern Michigan Uruvcrsity whei,, she was 
a four-year leaerwinncr. She ranks 13th in EMU career rankings in both kills and attempts and os 
eighth in block assists Her hitting percentage of .778 ranks thtrd and she once had 10 blocks in a 
mau:h, which IS bed for I Ith. 

In track, Piccollni utili7.Cd her jumping ability as a high and long jumper. She won the Division D 
stale tide in both evcnls. She was a long jump champion as a junior and finished second that season 
in the highjwnp. Piccollni's all-time best high jump of 5 ft. 9 is still the Division ll, Region 7 record 
as well as the best-ever in the Ohio Valley. As a senior, Piccolini brought home the sate gold in the 
high jump, clearing 5 ft. 7. Her mark of 18 ft. 112 in .. which ranks thitd all-time in the Ohio Valley, 
was good encugh for third place. She also qualified to the stale meet in the 400 once and ran on 
sprint relays for the Lady Red Devils Iha! also qualified for the state meet. Piccolini was also a five• 
time OVAC champion. She was chosen to take part in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions, 
placing second in the long jump, fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400. 

On the baske1bwl court, Piccolini scored more than 1.000 points in her carccrandcamcd first-learn 
all-Ohio as a senior when she scored 18 points a game. She was first-team all-OVAC as a senior and 
she was also chosen for lhc OVAC All-Star Game. She was twice named learn MVP. 

While at EMU, Piccolini joined the Eagles' track learn and finished fifth in the Mid-American 
Confcrcncc Outdoor Championship Meet in the high jump. Pi=,lini graduated from Eastern 
Michigan in 2006 with a degree in Sports Medicine-Exercise Science. She then earned a doctorate 
of Physical Therapy from Wheeling Jesuit University in 2008. 

Jedidiah Stephen (Athlete • 2000s) 
Jedimllh !itq,Mn (Shenandoah High School, Class of 2002). There isn'I a 

sport you can name that this former ap didn't shine in during his high school 
career. While earning all-Ohio in football and basketball, it was on the bascball 
diamond where Stephen e,pericnccd his greatest success. 

A four-year s~r for thc Zeps, Slc:phcn was one of the finest hitters the Ohio 
Valley has ever seen. He led the Zeps in hitting as a senior al 541, which still 
stands as the school's all-time best. For his career, Stephen batted .475. He also 
hadsignifteantpop in his bat as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit as a senior. 
which ranked second in Ohio that season. 

,-,.. 

Stephen made an impact early m lus baseball career, lcadmg the 2eps in home 
runs (6) and average (.474) as a ~. He was named to the all-Easton Distnct team three times 
and earned Ml•lcam all-Ohio as a senior. Along with thal, he was named all-OVAC and all-PVC 
numerous times during his career. As a senior, he was named OVACClass AAA Player of the Year and 
was chosen for the Mizuno All-Star Team. He was a four-lime ll!Cipient of the "Golden Bal Award." 

S1c:phcn signed a baseball scholarship with The Oluo Stale Uruvcrsity and made an instant 
impact. A four-year lenerman. he stancd 195 games at third base and shortstop and baited 286 for 
his career. He had 135 hils, 18 home runs, 95 RBI, scored 83 runs and di,,w 40 walks. A multiple• 
time all-Academic Big Ten selection, he was named se<:ond team all..:onfcrcnoe as a senior. He 
had a brief stint as a professional. He was drafted in the eighth round of the Ma)Or League Baseball 
Draft by the Baltimon: Orioles. 

Before settling strictly on baseball, Slephcn was a four-year lellcrman in football.An outstandmg 
punter and defensive back, Stephen had a brilliant scruor season at quarterback. earning first-team 
all-Ohio, all-OVAC. all-PVC and an invitation to both the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. 
He finished his pn:p career with 4,110 yards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for l 992 yards 
and 32 touchdowns. On the defensive side. he picked off 19 passes. 

On the basketball court, Slephcn helped guide the Zcps IQ a 50-17 record dunng his career. He 
filled ii up for 25 points a game as a senior and finished his career with 1278 pomls. He scored 549 
of those during his final carnpajgn. including a singl~gamc !ugh of 55. Stephen was a first-learn 
all-Ohioan as a senior and earned Ohio Division m Stale Player of the Year honors to go along 
with Eastern District Player of the Year, all-OVAC and all-PVC. He was also the Eastern District 
nominee for ''Mr. Basketball" and took pan tn both the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. 
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James Companion (OVAC Contributor) 
James F. Companion, Jr. (The Linsly School, Class of 1990). He 

established Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC along with Bill Ihlenfeld 
in 2004 (he has been the sole owner since 2011) to help high school 
leagues raise money to enhance the overall experience for high school 
student•athlctes by developing revenue streams while fostering aware• 
ness of the athletic events, conferences and institutions. 

Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC began its association with the 
OVAC in the 2005-06 school year, overseeing marketing and promoa 
lions for the conference. Companion has secured local, regional and 
national sponso~hips (among them the likes of McDonald's, Huntington Bank and Subway 
Restaurants) and not only acquires the sponsors, but makes sure that the bills arc paid. 

Thanks to SSM, more than $750,000 has been generarcd to help make the Conference run, 
including more than $218,000 return to the schools through the basketball playoffs over the 
past seven year and more than $42,000 to provide certified trainers at every Conference
run event. SSM has also served as the marketing ann for the West Vtrginia "Super Six" 
State Football Championships since 2008 and, along with WI'OV-TV9, directs the "OVAC 
Kickoff Night" each year. Prior to forming Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC, Companion 
performed marketing and promotion duties at both Davidson College and the University 
of South Carolina: served as an associate commissioner of the Big South Conference; and 
served on national Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators (NACMA) Board. 

Bob Roe (Coaches) 
Bob R« (Warwood High School, Class of 1925). He did it all in the 

athletic realm: a talented athlete: a multi-sport coach who succecdcd at both 
the high school and college level; and even an official. 

At the time he rctin:d from high school coaching in 1965 to take the 
West Liberty Stare College job, Roe was the winningest football coach in 
OVAC history with a 182-122-31 record. He coached at Warwood High for 
10 y= (1931-40) and then at Wheeling High for24 seasons (1941,64), 

He was the winning co-coach (with Irwin Howell) of the first West 
Vuginia-OhioAll•Star Football Game in 1940. beating Ohio 13-7. He larcr 
served as the All-Star Game Director from 1946-62. 

He also led the Wheeling boys' track squad to three straight OVAC tides (194446) and a 
rare one-<:lass W. Va. stare championship in 1946 (his reams were runner-up in 1943 and '44). 

At West Liberty, he coached the Hilltoppcrs for nine seasons including an unbcaren season in 
1970 and into the NAIA playoffs in 1970 and '71 as West Vuginia Confcrcncc champions. His 
WL coaching record was 50-24-7. He was twice named WVC Coach of the Year. 

Roe was also a basketball official for 20 years, serving three tcmts as president of the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. 

As an athlcre, he was a ream captain of the Warwood High football team and a four-year varsity 
performer at Bethany College. 

Roe, who passed away in 1984, is a member of five other halls of fame - West Vuginia Stare 
Sports. City of Wheeling. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, West Liberty Univ=ity and Bethany 
College. He was also the =ipient of the OVACTrack Cal Giff'm Award. 

Paul Rickards (Athlete - 1940s) 
Pa,,l Rid:ards (Wheeling High School, Class of 1944). He was a three

sport star who was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Roe as the best 
football player he ever coached. The 6-foot-l, 190-poundcr played center 
as a sophomore before becoming a running-passing quarterback-tailback
lincbacker-punter for the Wildcats. He was the only two-time fost team, 
one,class all-stater in 1942 and 1943 and was voted the top state passer 
for two years. As a senior, he complercd 60 passes - a rare total at the 
time - for nine TDs and rushed for 10 scores. He also was the team's top 
tackler. kick returner and punter. He earned nickname of "Pitching Paul" 
because of passing in era or mostly running. 

In basketball. he was a tluce-ycar regular and helped the Wildcats win the stare one-class 
title as a junior when Wheeling capped 26-1 record by winning its final 21 games. He was 
first team All-OVAC on the fi~t-ever selections and first team one-class all-stare as a senior 
and second team as a junior 

In track, he won a rare "double" in the one-class state meet, capturing the long jump and 
shot put for the state runner-up team. He also helped Wheeling win the fi~t of three straight 
one-class OVAC crowns. 

Recruited for football by Pitt, he was a four-year letterman who led the NCAA in passing 
yards as a freshman with a school-record 897 yards. 

He also played one year in the NFL with the Los Angeles Rams. He passed away in 1999. 

Bill Brubaker (OVAC Family) 
Bill Brvl>ak4r (Mechanicsburg, Pa. High School, Class of 1974). Not 

only has Brubaker enjoyed an ultra-successful 34-ycar stint as head swim
ming coach at The Linsly School, he's been a driving fon:c behind the con• 
tinued growth of the sport throughout the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

He has spent his entire high school coaching career at Linsly and has 
continued the school's amazing OVAC dominance in the pool. Brubakcr's 
list of conference titles includes: combined tides (1981, '82, '83 and '&4); 
boys titles (198S, '86, '87, '88, '89, '90, '91 , '92, '99, 2003, '04, 'S, '09, 
'10, '11, '12, '13): and girls tides (1990, '91, '93, '94, 2009, '11, '12, 13). 

He has coached four All-American swimmers - Bert Hazlctl, Jenny 
Loew, Theron Pappas and Kevin Roscpappa - and has coached a total of 31 Academic All
Amcricans. Brubalccr serves as the meet diroctor of the OVAC Swimming Championships and 
the event was renamed the Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships in 2013. 

For "Bru", swimming is a 365-day a year sport, cve,ything from regular season high school 
meets to summer meets to AAU competitions. 

As an athlere, Brubaker was a four-year lcllcrman in swimming at Mechanicsburg High and 
a four-year lettcnnan at West Vuginia Unive~ity. He served as team captain and won the John 
Law Award as the outstanding senior swimmer. After oblaining his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Education and Teaching from West Vuginia University, he spent a year as an assistant coach with 
the Mountaineen' swim ream and served one year as meet director of the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Swimming Championships. A teacher at Linsly since 1980, he serves as chair of the Social 
Studies Oepaitment. 

Jim Potts (Coaches) 
Jim Potts (Buckhannon-Upshur High School, Class of 1964). Polls began 

teaching at Cameron in 1971 and he stamd the junior high wrestling program 
there that year. He spent 31 years as head wrestling coach of the Dragons 
(1974-2005) and later retmncd as an assistant varsity coach for several years. 
Potts compiled an impressive 363-94-4 dual meet nxord, winning 87 tourna
ment championships and finishing as runner-up on 36 occasions. In OVAC 
competition, Potts-led mat squads amassed IS OVAC Class A tournament 
championships (19&4, '91, '92, '93, '94., '95, '96, '97, '98, '99. 2000, '01, 
'02, '03 and '05); finishing as the overall second or third place finisher as 
well. His reams also won 15 OVAC Dual Meet championships. Potts was 
named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year a total of 15 times. His 1996 ream won the first Bob 
Sandler Sportsmanship Award. 

In state competition, Cameron won four consecutive W. Va. Class AA/ A championships (1991-
94) and finished as the runner-up three times. He was named West Virginia Class AA/A Coach 
of the Year five times (1989, '91, '92, '93 and '94). 

He received the OVAC's prestigious "Mr. Mat" award in 2008 for his dedication and service to 
the sport of wrestling and was inducrcd into the West Virginia Chapter of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame in 2007. 

He also served as head football coach at Cameron for 11 y=, posting a 55-55 overall record 
including one appcarancc in the W. Va. Class A state semifinals. He coached W. Va. to a 22-14 
win over Ohio in the OVAC All-Sw Football Classic in 1989. Potts also spent time as the head 
track and baseball coach. 

As an athlere, Pons compercd in three sports (wrestling, football and baseball) at Buckhannon• 
Upshur where he was a member of the school's 1963 stare championship football team and then 
played both football and baseball (a flJ'St ream all-conference selection) at Glenville Stare CoUege. 
earning his deg= there in 1967. 

Jack Prettyman (Officials) 
Ja,:lr. Prell]"""' (Moundsville High School, Class of 1958). One of the 

best-known officials in the Ohio Valley, he retired in 2007 afrer worlcing 
43 years as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Football 
Officials, spending two years as president, two years a vice-president and 
10 years on the Executive Board; and 20 years as a member of the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, serving as president and 
vice-president. 

He worked WVSSAC playoff games for 30 years, including the finals 
eight times, as well as the West Virginia North-South All-Star Game: and 
spent 20 years working OHSAA playoff games plus the Ohio North,South 
All-Star Game. 

Prettyman officiarcd the Rudy Mumlcy OVAC All Star Charity Football Classic five times 
and was the Honorary Referee at the game in 2008. 

He officiarcd West Virginia Conference games for 30 years ,n basketball and 27 in football, 
including 20 years at the finals in basketball and eight years of playoffs in football: and he 
also worked games in the Eastern 8 and Atlantic 10 conferences for 25 years, including 10 
years of playoff action. 

Prclt)lman officiarcd thee years in the professional Indoor Football League, worlcing the 
championship game in 2002. 

A resident of Glen Dale , he received the Roben Dawson OVAC Basketball Officials Award 
in 2002: a Special Achievement Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley 
in 2008 and several service awards from various officiating organizations. 

Mike Ingram (Athlete - 1950s) 
Miu Ingram (Bellaire High School, Class of 1957). Nicknamed "The 

Tank" because of his physical play as a S-foot-9, 220-pound fullback
linebacker, he was a three-sport Big Reds' stalwart in football, basketball 
and track. He led Bellaire to football records of 7-3, 9-0· 1, 7,3 and S-5. 

He was a two-time All-Eastern Ohio choice who was All-OVAC Class 
AA fint ream, All-Valley second team, and AP All Ohio second team as 
a junior. 

Rccruircd by Ohio State coach Woody Hayes, he was converted to an 
offensive guard-linebacker and became a thre(:-year Buckeye starter and 
1961 team co-captain for the 8-0-1 record Big Ten Conference champions 
which were ranked No. 2 in both wire service polls. The 8 2 record 1960 team was ranked 
No.8. 

He earned first team All-Big Ten as a senior and played in the East-West Shrine game and 
Hula Bowl game. He was drafted by the NFL Washington Redskins and AFL Boston Patriots, 
but didn't play pro ball. He passed away m 1981. 
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Jim Kerr (Athlete. t950s) 

Jim Kerr (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1957) After playing 
quancrl>ack as a junior. the first-year 6-foot, 180-pound running back 
led the Red Dc:vils to a 7-0-2 record while leading the Ohio Valley in 
scoring with a school-record 150 points in nine games. He rushed for 
I .298 yards (8.3 yards per carry) and landed six pass receptions for 
81 yards. 

As a defensive back. he had seven pass interceptions and the speed
ster also returned kicks (7 kickoffs for 323 yards and live punts for 
133 yards). He earned All-Ohio, All-Valley, AII-OVAC and All-Eastern 
Ohio football honors and he also competed in track. 

The multi-threat back earned a scholarship to Penn State where he was a three-year regu
lar running back-defensive back and kick rerumcr on teams with records of 7-3, 9-2 and 
6-3-1. As a senior, he was the Nittany Lions' top rusher, pass receiver, kickoff returner and 
scorer. He scored three touchdowns against Army. In his last two seasons, Penn State won 
the first two Liberty Bowls over Alabama and Oregon. 

He was drafted by the Washington Redskins and was a regular safety in his only two 
seasons. As a rookie, he led the Redskins in pass interceptions (7) and kickoff rerums ( 14 
for 385 yards) before being slowed by a leg injwy. He is deceased. 

James 'Junior' Moore (Athlete. t960s) 
/onus "Junior" Moon (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). He 

was a three-sport Wildcat all-star in football, basketball and baseball 
who earned a football scholarship to Wake Forest. 

In football, the 5-foot-10, 170-pound running back-defensive back
kick returner was the OV's top Class AAA rusher with 1,142 yards on 
189 carries with nine TDs plus 14 pass receptions for 181 yanls and 
a score. He was first team All-Valley, AII-OVAC, All-Mountaineer 
League and All-City Offense and Dc:fensc while earning second team 
Class AAA All-State while placing sixth in voting for the Kennedy 
Award. He was second team All-Valley as a junior. 

A two-year baskctball lcttennan on top Wildcat teams, the left-handed point guard led the 
1969 team in scoring (20 ppg), steals and assists as Wildcats went 19-1 in regular season 
to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked No. 2 in the final stale regular season 
poll. He earned first team Class AAA AU-Stale, AII-OVAC. All-Valley, All-City and All
Mountaineer League. As a junior, he was sixth man on a Wildcat learn which advanced to 
the state Class AAA semifinals. 

In baseball, he earned three letters as a first baseman-pitcher and started on the state one
class championship team as a junior. He earned second team one-class All-State twice and, 
as a senior, was tint team All-Valley while leading the Wildcats in hitting (.446). 

Al Wake Forest, he led the freshman team in rushing before earning three varsity letters 
and helping the Deacons, as a sophomore, win their first-ever Atlantic Coast Conference 
title. He was a running back, wide receiver, defensive back and kickoff-punt returner. He 
averaged over 20 yards per kickoff rcrums for his career and had an 89-yard TD return vs. 
Virginia Tech as a junior. 

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - t970s) 
Gordon "Cluuuy" Gordon (John Marshall High School, Class of 

1977). He was nothing short or outstanding for the Monarchs in three 
sporu - track, wrestling and football. 

As a weightman in track for the powerful JM thine lads. Gordon estab
lished the all-time Ohio Valley discus mark on the strength of his 166-9 
toss as a senior, a season in which he won the OVAC Class 3-A and West 
Virginia state discus championships. He was second in the state shot put 
event with a heave of 52-4. As a junior, he was OVAC and state discus 
runner-up to OVAC Hall of Farner John Leon of Brooke. 

He grappled for OVAC Hall or Fame Coach Bill Hineganlner and script<:<! a senior season 
to remember. Gordon went undefeat<:d, leading the Monarchs to the overall OVAC crown. 
He went on to cap his mat career with the W. Va. Class AAA heavyweight title. 

Gordon was also a standout on the football field, starting three years as an offensive line
man and linebacker. He received all-Mountaineer League and all-OVAC laurels as senior, 
although the Monarchs won jus1 one game. 

The 6-2. 255-poundcr received an offer lo walk on to the WVU football program. The 
move paid off as Gordon earned a full scholarship while starting two seasons on the offen
sive line and lettering three times. 

His senior season of 1980 marked the inaugural campaign for Coach Don Nehlen and new 
Mountaineer Field. He was elected as a co-captain that season. 

Mike Smith (Athlete. t980s) 
Miu Smill, (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1983). He enjoyed 

both personal and team success as the first four-year basketball letterman 
for the Warriors. 

Individually, Smith finished a stellar hoops career with 2,188 points, 
which ranks 23rd all-time in the OHSAA record book. 

He scored 25 points in his first varsity game as a freshman. finishing 
with 254 points that season. He then displayed remarkable consisrcncy. 
scoring 625 as a sophomore; 643 as a junior and 666 as a senior for a 
four-year average or 22.8 points per game. 

Smith was select<:<! to the all-Ohio Class A first team three times, 
including being named the "Player of the Year" in 1983. He was also a three-time first team 
all-Eastern District and all-District 12 selection, named "Player of the Year" on both learns 
as a senior; and was a first team all-OVAC Class 2-A honoree. He played in the OVAC All
Star Basketball Classic and the Ohio North-South All-Star Game following his senior sea
son. In addition to ranking as Trail's all-time leading scorer, he is also the leading rebounder 
with 643 and is third all-time in free throw percentage al 83.9 percent. 

During Smith's career, Trail posted a sparkling record of 88-8 under the guidance or Coach 
Terry Leggett. The Smith-led Warriors won three sectional titles, tluce district crowns and 
one regional championship, making a state tournament appearance in 1983 with Smith scor
ing 33 points in that game. Trail also captured two OVAC crowns. 

Smith continued to showcase his basketball talents at Rio Grande College, graduating in 
1987 with a degree in business. A four-year lcttcnnan, he ranks ninth all-time on the Rio 
Grande scoring list with 1,741 points. 

He was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 20 I 0. 

Alan Jack (Athlete - t960s) 
AlanJat:lr: (Wintersville High School, Class of 1966). He was a three

year starter as a 6-foot, 205-pound fullback-linebacker on t.:arns coached 
by OVAC Hall of Farner Bob Kettlewell that went 9-1,8-1-1 and 9-1 with 
only one loss to Ohio Valley foes. The last two learns also won Big Eight 
League titles. He was a blocking fullback but, as a senior, he also rushed 
115 times for 583 yards and scored 60 points. 

His senior honors included AU-OVAC Class AAA, All-Valley Big 
School, All-Eastern Ohio and All-Big Eight. 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State and, after playing on the fresh
man learn, he becarnc a three-year starter as a 6-fool, 220-pound offen
sive guard on teams with records of 6-3, 10-0 and 8-1. The unbcalcn 1968 Big Ten Conference 
champion team defeated an OJ. Simpson-led Southern California team. 27-16 in the Rose 
Bowl and was crowned National Champion with a No.1 ranking in both national polls. 

Jack was selected co-caplaln of the Buckeyes' 8. J record 1%9 learn which was co-Big Ten 
Conference champion. 

He also played in the I 970 Hula Bowl game 

Rick Coles (Athlete. t970s) 

RickCoks (Wheeling High.Class of 1971). He was a star for the Wild 
cats in both football and basketball, earning a scholarship to West Virginia 
University in the latter. 
The 6-3, 170-pound guard enjoyed a record, setting hoop career. He aver• 

aged 33.7 in the regular season as a senior, leading the Wildcats to a 21-3 
record and OVAC championship honors. That squad also went on to win 
sectional and regional titles en route to a state tourney berth, 

He tied the school's single-game scoring record, held by legendary Ev
erett Brinkman, with S4 points in a 147,88 conquest of Oak Glen, He also 
averaged an amazing 22 rebounds per game in his final campaign, 

For his career, Coles netted 1,389 points.just 22 shy of Wheeling High 's school standard 
He was a two-time all-Valley "Big School". all-OVAC and all--W,Va. first team honoree. 

Coles was selected as state player of the year by the Morgantown Touchdown Club following 
his senior campaign. 

Coles also starred on the gridiron, lc11ering three years while performing at quartcrback, 
wide receiver and defensive back As a senior, he ranked second in OVAC Class AAA pass
ing yards with more than 1,100 yards. 

Coles also used his versatility and athleticism on the Wildcats' track team, competing m 
relays and as a high jumper. 
At WVU, Coles was the second-leading scorer as the Mountaineers' freshman squad via his 

14-point average. He earned a letter as a sophomore, playing in 22 games.As fate would have 
it, however, Coles suffered a broken leg in the pre-season of his junior year which limitcd his 
play over the next two years . 

Basketball coaching icon Sam Andy called Coles one of the two best players he ever 
coached, the other being Hall of Farner Anthony Recd. 

Stan Boroski (Athlete - 1980s) 

Stan Boroski (Buckeye South High School, Class of 1981). He may be 
best known for his baseball career, but Boroski was a tremendous three
sport standout at Buckeye South. He earned all-Ohio honors in football, 
basketball and baseball for the Rebels. 

Boroski quarterbacked South into the football post-season as a senior, 
becoming the first Ohio Valley school to play in the OHSAA grid play
offs. He, unfortuna1ely, missed that game due to an injury incurred in the 
Buckeye North contest. 

As a junior, he was a hanl-running tailback. He rushed for more than 
1,200 yards and 15 TDs that season. He also booted four field goals, 
amassing I 16 total points. 

In hoops, Boroski finished as Buckeye South's fifth all-time leading scorer. 
As a senior, the Rebels got off to a 1-4 start while Boroski still nursed his football injury. 

Upon his rcrum. South reeled off 16 straight wins. He averaged 16 points a game in his senior 
season, after posting an IS-point average as a junior. The 6-2 forward was a three-year letter
man for legendary coach Henry Laszasz. 

In baseball. Boroski starred on the mound and at the plate for South. 
He batted .400 as a senior and nearly the same as a junior. He tossed a no-hitter as a senior. 

Boroski led the Rebels to a pair of OVAC championships and two districts berths. 
The talented right-hander also was a standout in Legion baseball, performing for Maynanl. 

In his final season for Post 666, be batted .327 while going 6-2 on the hill. 
The Rayland native, who attended Ohio University earning a biology degree, played two 

seasons in the Milwaukee Brewers' organization. He ended his professional playing days as a 
pitcher in the Kansas City Royals organization. His minor league career spawned a long and 
successful coaching career in professional baseball. Boroski spent 18 years coaching with the 
Houston Astros organization before being named bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on 
Dec. 17, 2009. He still holds that post today, overseeing one of the premier staffs in Major 
League Baseball. 
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Chad Brinker (Athlete. 19905) 

Chad Brinur (Martins Feny High School, Class of 1998). This 
Purple Rider legend shined in three sports during his four-year prep 
career, but it was in football where he really left a lasting man:. 

After lettering as a freshman, Brinker got his chance lo be the Purple 
Riders' main tailback midway through his sophomore season and 
clearly made the most of his opportuniiy. Brinker finished his prep 
career with 3,984 yards, which ranks second all-time at Feny, and SI 
touchdowns. The majority of his career yards came as a senior when 
he racked up 2,024 yards. After both his junior and senior seasons, 
Brinker was named first-team all Eastern District and first•team all,Ohio. As a senior, he 
was the distnct's offensive player of the year and also the district's nominee for Oh1o's 
coveted Mr. Football Award. He was also named a USA Today All,Arnerican. Along with 
his state honors, Brinker was twice named first-team all-OVAC and all-Valley, serving as a 
co-captain both in 1996 and 1997. Brinker took part in the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charily Football Classic. but after rushing for 160 yards in the first half, he was injured and 
didn't play in the second half. 

His success wasn't limited lo the high school ranks. Brinker signed with Ohio University 
and earned four letters for the Bobcats. He was twice named all MAC and was chosen to 
play m the 2002 Hula Bowl All-Star Game in Hawaii. Brinker finished his career with the 
Bobcats with 2,826 yards and 27 rushing touchdowns, which rank fifth and fourth on the 
O.U. career hstmg, respectively. Of his yards, he ran for 1,099 as a senior. He put forth 10, 
100-yard rushing games during his career. Brinker put forth those numbers despite missing 
four games as a j unior because of an injury. Though he went undraftcd, Brinker signed with 
the New York Jets in 2003 and played in the prcseason before being relc:ascd on the final cut 
He scored two touchdowns that pre-season. He played in NFL Europe in 2004, 

Along with his football exploits, Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and field. He finished 
seventh in the Division U 100-meter dash as a senior, running 11.27. He also lettered in 
basketball and baseball , He earned all-OVAC in hoops, 

Since graduating from Ohio University with a degree in exercise science, Brinker served as 
a radio color analyst for Bobcats' football games, served as an assistant coach at Westerville 
Central and since 20 IO has worked in the player personnel depanment with the Green Bay 
Packers. He received a Super Bowl nng after the Packers defeated the Steelers in 2010. 

David Bertolino (Athlete • 2000s) 
David Berwluw (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 2003). Th,s 

Panther producl was a one sport athlete, but was one of the best wrcs 
tiers to ever grace the mats in the Ohio Valley. 

Bertolino was a four-year regular at Buckeye, but really blossomed 
as a junior and senior. He won the individual championship al the 
OVAC Tournament in both seasons. 

He was a stale qualifier as a junior and came back as a man on a 
mission the followmg season. During his senior season, Bertolino put 
forth an unblemished 44-0 record and won the 160-pound Division II 
state championship in the process. 

Bertolino finished his prep career with a strong 154-22 record and was named the 2003 
Eastern District Wrestler of the Year. Bertolino didn't hang up the prep singlet immedi
alcly after receiving his OHS AA gold medal. He went to the National High School Senior 
Coaches Association Championship Tournament and placed third, earning all-American 
honors at 160 pounds. 

Prior to his senior season, Bertolino was the gold medalist at the National Open Wrestling 
Championship and then won the gold at the AAU Junior Olympics. 

He wrestled for four years at Iowa State University, three of those seasons were spent 
under Bridgeport High graduate and OVAC Hall of Farner Bobby Douglas. 

During his senior season, Bertolino earned NCAA All-American by virtue of finishing in 
the lop eight at 197 pounds in his only trip to the national tournament. 

All told, Bertolino finished his collegiate career with a 68-41 record. 
Following his collegiate career, Bertolino attempted to qualify to the United States 

Olympic Team for the 2012 games in London. He spent more than a year at the United 
States Olympic Training Center in Colorado training. 

Karrie Hutchins (Athlete • 2000s) 

Karrw Hurchins (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 2001). This 
former Patriot helped officially put Wheeling Park soccer on the map 
locally and around the state of West Virginia during her splendid prep 
career. 

Hutchins was a defensive standout and unquestioned leader of the 
Lady Patriots, which resulted in her twice being named the West Virginia 
Gatorade Player of the Year (2000 and 2001). 

With Hutchins playing a key role, the Patriots claimed three straight 
West Virginia Class AAA state titles and four straight big-school OVAC 
crowns. 

Along with those honors, she was a three-time first-team all-state selection and four-time 
all-OVAC pick. She was named OVAC Player of the Year as a junior and senior. 

Hutchins was inducted to the Wheeling Pan: High School Hall of Fame in 2007. 
After her prep career, Hutchins played al West Virginia University where she became the 

first Mountain State native to start for the Mountaineers' women's program. 
Hutchins started 45 of 49 career matches as a defensive player and during her career, the 

Mountaineers posted 30 shutouts. 
During the 2003 season. with Hutchins playing a key role. the Mountaineers advanced 

to !he Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament. The season prior, WVU was the Big East Mid, 
Atlantic champion. 

She was named a team captain for the 2005 season, but her career came to an end due to 
injury in the second match of that season. 

Hutchins was also a standout in the classroom at Park and WVU. She was presented the 
Red Brown Cup in 2006, which goes to WVU's most outstanding all-around student-athlete 
in terms of athletic, academic and civic achievement. She also earned CoSIDA Academic 
All, District team in 2005 as well as the WVU Foundation Outstanding Senior and was a 
four-time Big East academic all-star. 

Hutchins graduated with a degree in business administration and completed a Master of 
Professional Accountancy at WVU. 

Eddie Drummond (Athlete. 19905) 
Eddi,, Dnunmond (Thc Linsly School, Class of 1998). Speed was 

the name of the game for this former Cadet, Nittany Lion and NA.. Pro 
Bowler. Drummond was one of the fastest athletes to ever participalC in 
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

While he excelled in track and field, it was in football where 
Drummond truly left his marlc with the Cadets. leading them to a 29-11 
mark during his four years in the Orange & Black. Drummond ran for 
3,918 yards and 55 louchdowns during his earccr. He finished with 70 
TDs tola1 and scored 424 points. He also closed his earccr with 5,729 
all purpose yards in 40 games. During lus junior season, in which Linsly 
finished 10-0, Drummond ran for 1,383 yards, which was his career high. The 168 points 
he scored that season ranked fifth in the state of West Vqinia.Drummond was named Ohio 
Valley Player of the Year foUowing that season. He was three times named all.OVAC and 
tW1cc named lo the first,team all stale unit in West Virginia. As a junior, he was named as 
a defensive back and as a running back as a senior. He was the ruMcr-up for the Kennedy 
Award. which goes to the Mountain State's lop prep player. He was also named first-team 
all• Valley three times. 

Drummond chose 1o play for Joe Patcmo and PeM Stale over offers from the likes of Notre 
Dame, Michigan and Florida State. He was a wide receiver, primarily for the Nittany Lions 
He made 71 receptions for 1,132 yards and five touchdowns. He also ran for 272 yards and 
a score. 

After not being selected in the draft, Drummond Signed with the Detroit Lions and made the 
team as a kick returner. He averaged 26 yards a kickoff return, ranki:d thud in the NFC and 
fifth in the NFL. He had a punt return for a touchdown. He was selected to the Pro Bowl and 
named all-Pro in 2004. All told, he played five seasons in the NFL (four with Detroit and one 
with Kansas City). He spent the 2008 season on the Steelers' practice squad. 

Other than fOOlball at Linsly. Drummond was one of the top track spnnters m the Oluo 
Valley. He lost only one nee to an Ohio Valley athlete and that was as a freshman. He had a 
PR of l037 in the 100, which he ran during a summer meet after his senior season. He ran 21.7 
in the 200 and 48.9 in the 400, He was a four-time all-Valley selection 

Dan Stephens (Athlete - 2000s) 
Dan Stephens (The Ltnsly School, Class of 2000). It didn't matter the 

season, field or sport, this Cadets' product played and played wcU 
The only Linsly athlete to start for four years in football, basketball 

and baseball, Stephens shined exceptionally bright on the football and 
baseball fields. 

Stephens was a four-year letterman for Terry Dcpew's football team, 
amassmg a school record 292 tackles, playmg pnmanly along the defen
sive line. He had a senior season in which he registered 76 tackles and 
five sacks. On the offensive side of the ball. Stephens ran for 832 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. He was a firsl•team all-stale selection in Class A and was a multiple-time 
all-OVAC and all-Valley honoree on the gridiron. 

On the baseball field, long-time Linsly head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens the "'finest 
hi11er" he'd ever coached. Stephens led the Ohio Valley in hilting as a senior at 537 and con
ncetcd on eight home run and drove in a school-record 45 runs. He struck out just four times 
that season. Stephens still holds the Linsly career record for home runs and RBI. His efforts 
were rccogni7.cd by his selection to the all-OVAC team multiple times and the all-Valley team 
multiple times. 

On the basketball court, Stephens played on !he interior. He still holds the Linsly record for 
rebounds and charges taken in his career. He was recognized on the all-Valley team for hoops. 

Stephens took part in the OVAC All-Star games for all three sports and was the winner of 
_the Zimmerman Award which goes to Linsly's best male athlete. 

After rcoeiving more than 2S collegiate scholarship offers combined between football and 
baseball, Stephens elected lo attend the University of Pinsburgh lo play football. For the 
Panthers, Stephens was a four-year letterman and started 41 games along the defensive line. 
The Panthers took part in five straight bowl games during his time in the Steel Ciry, including 
the Fiesla Bowl. Stephens received the Fiesta Bowl Art Bodine MVP Award. 

All told. Stephens was an all-Big East player and twice named an Academic All-American. 
He was listed on the All Big East Academic Team four times. Stephens also received the David 
Sandberg Award, which goes to the Pitt athlete with the best overall academic and athletic 
achievements. He received the Dcmale Stanley Award, which goes to a Pitt football player 
who has oven:omc the most adversity. Finally, Stephens received the Blue/Gold Award. All 
of the winners have their names on the 'Varsity Walk' on campus. It's the Pitt version of the 
Hall of Fame. 

Stephens was signed by the Buffalo Bills and was in early camp with the organi.7.ation in 
200S. 
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Denny Magruder (OVAC Contributor) 
D~ttllis ''D~1111y" Magrwkr (Wheeling Central Catholic High 

School, Class of 1967). 
If lhere were a "best friends" lis1 for the OVAC, his name would 

certainly be near the top. 
Magruder has certainly opened his anns and given the nation's 

larges! functional high school athletic conference a place 10 call 
"home", primarily in his role as E,u:,;utivc Director of WesBanco 
Arena in downlown Wheeling. 

WesBanco Arena has been home 10 the OVAC Museum including 
the Hall of Fame display since 2009, with Magruder generously allowing the conference 
free reign of the outer concowse of the facility lo showcase its rich history while also 
serving on the OVAC Museum Committee. 

The arena is host co the OVAC Hall of Fame Banque!, OVAC Banquet of Champions. 
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships. OVAC Cheering Championships and 
OVAC Media Night, and at one time it hosted the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Siar 
Basketball Classic. 

In addition 10 its OVAC affiliation, WesBanco also serves as the home of the Wheeling 
Nailcrs of !he East Coast Hockey League and was the home of the Ohio Valley 
Greyhounds of the Indoor Foolball League for several years. Countless high school and 
college baskelball games have also taken place there. 

Magruder was the recipient of the firs! Dislinguishe<I Service Award presented by the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Commiace in 2010. and the award was named in his honor thus all 
future recipients received the Denny Magruder Distinguished Service Award. 

He is a graduate of Wes1 Liberty Slate College with degree in accounting/business 
administration and a member of the first graduating class (1988) of the Public Assembly 
Facility Management School at Oglcbay Resort and Conference Center: has served as a 
faculty member and/or as regent of the school ever since. In addilion 10 his position at 
WcsBanco, which he has held since 1986, he also oversees the historic Capitol Music 
Hall; serves on the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and as Execu1ive Direccor of the 
Greater Wheeling Sports and Entertainment Authority. Magruder has also served as rate 
analys1, budget di~or and Urban Renewal Treasurer of the City of Wheeling; Business 
Manager/Comptroller of the Marshall County Schools and as Trcasurer of the Executive 
Board of the Wheeling Convention and Visitors Center. 

He received the 2005 Spiril & Leadership Award and was selected to the City of 
Wheeling Hall of Fame in 20 l I. 

Linda Myers (OVAC Family) 

Lindo Myers (Warwood High School, Class of 1967). It's been 35 years 
since she joined the "family", but there's been plenty of behind the scenes 
contributions made 10 the OVAC by this breless. friendly face of the con 
fcrencc. 

Myers has been the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Siar Foolball Game 
Program Coordinator since 1994, organizing, billing and collecting ad, and 
assisting in production of the massive program which generates thousands 
of dollars each year. 

She served as liaison be1ween the OVAC and what was then the Scone 
& Thomas Queen of Queens Pageant swting in 1987, talcing over as the 
even1 coordinator in 1994 and continuing in that role for the conference until 2006. During that 
time, she revamped the event 10 IDClude the award1Dg of thousands of dollars ID scholarships to 
the participants. 

Myers also has worked with the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament in various capaci
ties since 1980; assisted with the OVAC Banquet of Champions for the past 20 years and the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet for 12 years; and has served on the OVAC Museum Committee 
since its inception in 2009. 

Myers has also assisted with the VIP hospitality for the West Vu-ginia "Super Six" Foolball 
Championships in Wheeling for the past 21 years. 

Myers' list of awards includes being honored on the covered of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All 
Siar Football Game program in 2009; rece1v1ng the lames "Deadeye" Moms Award for support 
of OVAC wrestling in 2002; and the Howard V. Corcoran Sr., Memorial Award 

A resident of Wheeling who earned a B.S. degree from West Liberty State CoUege in 1980 and 
a Master's degi,:e from West Vuginia University in 19&5, she was employed by the Ohio County 
Schools for 29 years, teaching at Triadelphia Middle School and Warwood School until her retire
ment in 2009. 

George Kellas II (Media) 
Gto,rt M. Kdllls II (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1973). A some 

times controversial bu1 always passionate broadcaster, Kellas simply loved 
the Ohio Valley sports scene, especially high school athlebcs, and could be 
found front-and-center as area teams made their way along the football or 
basketball tournament trail for nearly 30 years. 

After getting his feet wcl on the radio as far back as 1977 and graduat
ing from West Liberty State College in 1980, Kcllas spent 12 years al 
WTRF-TV7 in Wheeling ( 1984-94) and then eight years at wrov TV9 in 
Steubenville, both as a sports anchor and commenta1or. 

Later in his career, he co-founded radio stalion WKKX-AM 1600 and 
hosted The George Kellas Radio Talk Show from the s!ation 's inception in 2004 until he died or 
cancer in 2009 at the age of 53. 

Kellas was a s1aunch supporter of the Piruburgh professional sporu teams, particularly the 
Steelers and the Pirates. In 1997. he began writing the Black and Gold Newsletter, a monthly 
publication dedicated to coverage of the Steelers which was available lhroughoul the Ohio 
Valley. 

Among his passions was greyhound racing at Wheeling Downs (now Wheeling Island 
Racetrack). In 1985, he won the O.P. Smith Award for a scory on My Tipper. the winner of the 
1984 Commissioners Cup at Wheeling Downs. and a stakes race at the track was named in his 
honor after his passing: The George Kellas Memorial. 

He was the founder, co-owner and general manager of the valley's first professional indoor food>oll 
team, the Steel Valley Smash, in 1999. The team later became the Ohio Valley Greyhounds and captun,d 
the National Indoor Football League championship in 2002 and 2003. 

Rod Johnson (Coach) 
Rod JaluuDn (Gahanna Lincoln High School, Class of 1965). He was a 

pioneer locally in the sport of high school volleyball, serving as a head coach 
for a total of21 years, including 14 years where he buil1 the Buckeye Trail High 
program into a respected S!atc power and then closing 0111 his career with a 
seven-year run where he injected life into a donn.lnt Cambridge High program. 
Johnson's combined =on! was an impressivc400-l09combined rcco«I, which 

------------------------------➔ ranks 26th on the all-time Ohio High School Athletic Association's victory list. 
During his 14 years as Trail's volleyball coach, the team amassed an incn:dible 

29447 rccoro, winning at least 22 games in each of the last 11 seasons. During 
his tenure, the Lady Warriors won four OVAC titles, eight district crowns and 

David 'Ty' Fleming (Coach) 
David 'Ty" Fuming (Shadyside High School, Class of 1965). An 

innovative foolball coach who ranks among the winningcst in OVAC 
history, he finished 23 years as a head coach with a 165-92 record. 

He began his coaching carcer as a foolball and basketball assistant at 
Newton Falls in 1971-72, and rerumed to the Ohio Valley as an assistant 
al Bellaire from 1972-74. He then served as head boys' basketball coach 
al St. Sohn Central from 1974-79, coaching the Fighting Irish football 
team for one season (1978) co a 7•3 record. From there, he moved on 10 
Woolridge High near Akron as the head boys' basketball coach for one 
year before finally coming back to his alma mater. 

During his first tour of duty al Shadyside (1980-91). he coached two OVAC champion
ship squads (1982 and 1989) and twoOHSAA playoff squads (1989 and 1991), with his '89 
team reaching the stale semifinal game before losing 10 eventual state runner-up McDonald. 

In his second go-round (1999-2008), his teams wcnl 89-24 and made eight more playoff 
appearances. claiming two regional titles (2000 and 2006) and n:aching the Division VI 
State Championship Game where they 10s1 lo Maria Stein Marion Local (17-0). The Tigers 
had five once-bea1en seasons and won three more OVAC crowns (2002. 2003 and 2007). 

All !c!d, he coached Shadyside for 22 years. compiling a car= rccxml of I 58-89 there which 
ranks first in school history. 

During his time in Tigertown, he also coache<I track and girls' baskelball and served as the 
school's athletic di~or for 10 years. His 1982 track squad captured an OVAC 1itlc and the 
'83 team was Class A Distric1 champions. 

Fleming was a three-time Ohio Valley "Coach of the Year" and the 2000 recipient of the 
Carl Hamill Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley. He was inducted 
into the Ohio Valley Foolball Coaches Association Hall of Fame earlier in 2015. 

A stellar athlete al Shadyside whose brother Don is also in the OVAC Hall of Fame, he 
won 12 letters in four SportS (foolball, baskelball, baseball and track) in high school and 
went on lo cam three letters in baske1ball al Kcnl State University, graduating there in 1969. 

Alier retiring as a teacher/coach, he has worked as a color analyst for WI'OV-TV9 and 
WKKX Radio on high school football broadcasts. 

three regional championships. The 1985 squad advanced co the OHSAA aass AA s!atc sernifmals. 
finishing with a 26-2 overall rccxml and then four years later, m 1989, Johnson and the Lady Warriors 
reached the pinnacle by wining the Class AA state championship and posting a spotless 27-0 rccoro 
Trail nearly went back-to-back under lohnson's guidance, finislung as the Division m stale runner
up in 1990 with a 27-3 marl<, 

Al one point ( 1985-87), Johnson<:0ached Trail teams put together the state's fourth-longest n:gular 
season winning streak of 48 games. 

He was named Ohio High School Volleyball Coaches Association Oass AA "Coach of the Yeaf' 
in 1989 and he won the OVAC "Coach of the Yeaf' award ID 1986. He was also inducted mro lhe 
Buckeye Trail/East Guernsey Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999 and is the OVAC's first selection in the 
Coaches category who pilOtcd a girls' sport. 

lohnson stepped back into the coaching ranks in 2005, this time at Cambridge, Swung from 
the ground up, the Lady Bobcats went 6-18 his first year but that was the only losing season under 
Johnson. During his seven years. CHS posted a 106-62 marl<. 1bc best season came in 2009 when 
the Lady 'Cats were 224 and won OVAC, sectional and district championships beforc losing in the 
OHSAA Division 11 Regional semifinals. Cambridge pu1 cogether an OVAC "thrccpcat" by also 
winning conference championships in 2010 and 2011 , with overall records of 19-5 and 18-6. respec• 
lively. The Lady Cats wen, also Easl Cenu-al Ohio League runners-up four times under lohnson 's 
walch. He was tabbed OVAC and District 12 DiviS1on 11 "Coach of the Year'' in 2009 and 2010 
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Duane Powell (Official) 

DuaM "OOby" Po,vell (Bellaire High School, Class of 1952) is 
regarded among the best officials by area coaches as well as his peers, 
spending 2S years malting the calls in bOIII football and basketball. 

He began officiating both sports in 1971 as• member of both !he Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Football Officials and the Ohio Valley Board of 
Approved Baskctball Offkials (lie ~ived a lifetime membership to both 
organizations). 

During his career, he worked several OHSAA football playoff games 
and basketball tournament games and also officiated countless small col• 
lege football games in lhe West Virginia Conference. 

He was lhe honorary official at the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game; received 
lhc OVAC Robert Dawson Basketball Officials Aw:ud in 2000 and received a MerilOrious 
Aw:ud from the OHS AA for outstanding service to high school athletics as an official. 

Powell was born in Dillcs Bonom, and he was an outstanding athlete at Bellaire High. 
In basketball, he was regarded as one of the premier passers and playmalcers in Ohio 

Valley history. scoring 3S8 points as a senior while earning all-Ohio, all, Valley and all
Eastern Ohio accolades. 

He also played baseball for lhe Bellaire Civics and. as a pitcher. he signed with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates' farm team in Brunswick, Georgia (Georgia State League) in 1954. 

He was inducted into the Bellaire High Wall of Fame in 1989. 
Powell. a veteran of the U.S. Anny, worked at the Martins Ferry plant of Wheeling

Pittsbugh Steel and after retiring, he was a bus driver for the Martins Ferry City Schools. 
He was a member of the Purple Rider Booster Club, American Legion Post 38 and the 
Foresters of Lansing. 

He passed away in 2013 at the age of 78. and 1n h!S memory Martins Ferry and Bellaire 
established the Duane Powell Memorial Scholarship Softball Game in 2014. 

Clyde Eads (Athlete - m0s) 
Clyde Eads (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 19S8). The 6-foot-5 

pencil-thin cager rewrote the Red Devils' basketball record-book in a 
th=:-year career as a ran, three-time first team All-OVAC honoree in 
the largest Class AA. He still holds the single-game scoring mark of SS 
points (against Warwood in 1958) and his 1.661 career points lasted 45 
yea.rs as the school stand:ud until broken by Dan Monteroso. He aver• 
aged 27 points a game as a senior. 26.4 for his career and more than 2S 
points all lhrce seasons including 25.1 as a sophomore. 

His career ( 1956-58) was the same period as Bridgeport superstar 
John Havlicek and Eads led the Red Devils to a 6-1 career record over 
the Havlicek-led Bulldogs. As a senior on an 18,3 team coached by Myles Witchey, the foes 
split games and St. C. handed Bridgeport its only regular season Joss in a 17-2 overall cam
paign. As a junior. Eads led St C to three wins over Bridgeport including a sectional victory. 
St. C. was 18,0 in regular season and ended 21• I overall for the best record up to that time 
at the school. The lone loss was to Zanesville in lhc Class AA district finals. 

Eads led St. C. in scoring and rebounding for th=: seasons as the Red Devils compiled 
a 50-13 record. 

He was recruited by Florida State University, but returned home lhe first year to enroll 
al West Liberty State and play for coach Al Blatnik, who had coached him as a sophomore 
and junior at St. C. 

As a freshman in his only season at WLS. Eads averaged 20.7 points a game 10 lead lhe 
Hilltoppers and became only the second West Virginia Conference player ever to earn first 
team AII-WVC as a freshman. 

Eads thus became a rare fust team all-<:onference player in all four seasons he competed 
in high school and college. He's a member of the St. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame. His family settled in lhe Tampa, Fla., area and he is deceased. 

Rick Nau (Athlete - 19605) 
Rid: Nt1J1 (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1969). The 5-foot• 

10 three-year Maroon Knight guard bettered some of the Central scoring 
records set by OVAC Hall of Farner Dick Miller while eaming every 
eligible all-star honor as a junior and senior. 

As a senior, he scored 556 points in 22 games for a 25.3 average to breaic 
Miller's senior mark of 24.4 set in 19S2. the year Miller was selected the 
sw. all-<:lass Player of !he Year by !he W.Va. Sports Writers Association. 
Nau's 25.3 gait was tops in lhe Ohio Valley largest Class AAA and led all 
OV players wilh an 83.7% me lhrow pcn:entage. 

In a hyped match-up between Central and BeUaire St. John's, led by charter OVAC Hall of 
Farner Alan Homyalc, the Central ace scored a personal-lugh 39 pomts befon, exiling on fouls 
with Central leading in the fourth period. Homyalc led a St. John's rally to win and scored 44 
points. 

Nau's most cherished honor was being named to the Wes1 Virginia ''Big .. All-Slate Team 
(eight players se1ectcd reganiless of class. a practice discontinued a few years later). He was also 
a two-time honoree on the AU-Valley .. Big Schoof'. All-City and All-W.Va Catholic selections 
in Ccntral's final season before joining the Secondary School Activities Commission and he was 
AU-OVAC Class AAA fits1 team captain as a senior. Nau, the top Catholic scorer in the state, 
was capwn of the All-SW. parochial selecllonsHe also was a two-ume All-W.Va. Cathobc 
Tournament pick As a junior on a runner-up team, he tied for the toumamcnt !ugh scorer with 
63 points m three games includmg a tcumey high 26 in lhe finals vs. Charleston Catholic. As a 
scruor. he had the 100mey game high of Z7 vs. CharleslOII Catholic. 

Nau signed a scholarship with Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va .• where he was a three· 
year varsity regular after starting on the ~ team. He was team ~ as a senior and 
named the school's 1973 "Male Athlete of the Year." As a sophomore, he helped the Monarchs 
advance 10 !he NCAA Division n national tide game where they firushcd runner-up to Evansville 
(Ind.). He was named 10 !he South Atlantic Regional All-Tournament team as a sophomore and 
senior. He avctaged in double figures all three varsity seasons: 16.I as a senior. 11.3 as a juruor. 
and 10.5 as a sophomore. Career-wise, he scored I J)28 points in 81 varsity games and dished out 
423 assists. His game highs were 2S vs. Mt. St. Mary's and 24 vs. Virginia Tech and Fayetteville 
State 

Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Athlete- 1940s) 

Sam "BUU:' Berry (Warwood High School. Class of 1946). He was the 
first five-time AII-OVAC honoree in football and basketball The Viking 
standout was selected to lhc first three All-OVAC Class A (smallest of 
two classes) basketball teams and the fust two All,OVAC Class A football 
teams as an end. Warwood won five OVACtitles and four City of Wheeling 
crowns (six schools) in football and basketball during that period and also 
advanced to the W.Va Basketball Tournament in 1945. his iunior season. 
He was a multiple All-City honoree . 

He also earned All-State honors in both sports. In the one-class basketball 
honors. he was a second team pick as a senjor and third team as a ;umor. In 
football. he was a third team All-State end as a junior. 

In Warwood High •s best era for both football and basketball, as a junior he teamed with 
OVAC Hall of Farner. Edgar Martin. to lead a 22,3 record and a state tourney berth and also lo 
a 9-1 record in football. 

Berry continued his basketball anucs at Shepherd College from 1949-52 where he became 
the Rams· first prominent player. He set a school career sconng re<:ord of 1,947 points in 83 
games for a 22.9 average. As a sophomore, he became lhc school's first-ever AII-Wesl Virginia 
Conference Tournament honoree and was all-tournament three yea.rs and three umes all-<:onfcr
ence (twice second team and once first team). 

He led state colleges in scoring as a junior (26.3) and senior (26.9), with lhc latter rank.mg 
sixth in lhe nation .. 

A Shepherd College Hall of Famer. he's a member of the All-Time West Virginia Conference 
team. 

Berry relocated to Florida and IS deceased. 

Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Athlete - 19s0s) 
Gene "Bur' Liunonl! (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1951 ) He was 

an all-sw two-way lineman at both the high school and college level. 
As a prep senior. he earned first team Class AA All-OVAC and Class A 

third team All, Wcsl Virginia recognition before compcUng in the annual 
Ohio-Wes1 Virginia All-Star Game. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he became one of the 
Mountaineers' most honored football linemen. The four,year letterman and 
standout 6-foot-2, 215-pound lwo-way lineman fu)m 19S1 •54 was team 
co-capwn as a senior when WVU had an a. I record and was ranked No. 
12 nationally in the final Associated Press poll. WVU was 28-7 in his four 
seasons including a 1953 Sugar Bowl berth as Lamone started 34 straight games. 

He earned second team All-America at guard as a junior and third team AP honors as a 
senior. He was lhe only unanimous choice on the 1954 All-Soulhem Conference team and 
selected to play in the East-West All-Star Game. Lamone was drafted in the fifth round of the 
1955 Nauonal Football League Draft by lhe Philadelphia Eagles but an injury prevented him 
from competing. 

He later coached football at Linsly Military Institute from 1960-67 before joining the buSI• 
ness world with a home base in the Columbus, Ohio area. The retiree currently resides in Fort 
Mye~.Aa. 

He was given his nickname "Beer· as a hefty youth by a Wellsburg neighbor. Red Donley. an 
OVAC Hall of Fame sporucaster. 

Lamone earlier was inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame and the West Virginia 
University Sports Hall of Fame. 

Ed Pastilong (Athlete - 1960s) 
Ed Pa#ilang (Moundsville High School. Class of 1961). The 6-fOOl·l. 165-

pound Trojan quarterback set school passing records as one of !he earlies• 2,000. 
yani car= passers in Ohio Valley history. 

Playing QB and middle linebacker. he led !he Trojans to a 23·5-2 three-year 
record. His JO.game career passing marl<s - all school~ - were rare for 
thal run-minded era: 124 completions of 238 aucmp<s for 2.D65 yards and 24 
touchdowns with only seven interce)llions. As a senior on an 8-2 record team, 
losing only to W.Va. Class AAA champion Weir and unbeaten OVAC 3-A titlist 
Martins Ferry. Pastilong completed 5S of l08 aerials for 10 IDs and also rushed 
for sill scores. Against Marshall County rival Benwood Union. he completed 
eight of nine passes with three TDs. Veteran Trojan coach Charley Helinski said "he is the best 
passer Moundsville ever had." 

Pastilong was highly honon,d as a senior. He earned first team honors on three major selections: 
All-W.Va. Class AAA. All·Valley "Big School" and All-OVAC Class AAA. As a junior. he was 
second team All• Valley ''Big School .. and mention on AU.QVAC 3A and AJl,W.Va. Class AAA. 

He was a three,sport kttcnnan in football. basketball and baseball and earned baseball All•W.Va. 
mention, the only honor roll for the spring sport al the lime. Also, outside of school, he won a Tri
State Golden Gloves boxing title. 

Pastilong earned a scholarship to West Vuginia U. along with two of his baclcfield mates - Milt 
Clegg and Tom Yeater and started on lhe 4-1 record freshman team. He starred in !he spring 
Blue-Gold Game where he led an upset win over the uppertlassmen by accounung for three TDs 
and appeared poised to compete for a swung job as a sophomore. 

However, a shoulder separation forced a red-shirt season in his second year and he was limited in 
playing lime on !he varsity although he lellered two yean. In his sophomore season, he started a 38-7 
wm over Funnan and completed S of 10 passes for I 97 yards and three TDs. In the opening game 
as a junior, he passed fortwoTDs in a 20-10 win over Richmond. 

Professionally, he coached at Salem College from 1969-75 before joining !he WVU Athletic 
Department to start a 35-year career including !he final 21 years as Athletic Director, the longest 
tenure in WVU history. 

He was selected by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans as ''Man of the Decade" for lhe 1990s 
and for a special award. ''Ohio Valley Ambassador" in 2010. He is in the WVU Sports Hall of Fame 
and the lhe W.Va. Sports Hall of Fame. 

After WVU retirement, he joined Wesl Liberty U , as Chair for the Athletic Campaign & 
Institutional Advancement. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Rudy Jovicic (Athlete - 1970s) 

RIUly Jovkk (Shadyside High School, Class of 1976). Jovicic was a 
three-sport performer at Shadyside. competing in baseball, football and 
crack. He was no!hing short of sensational in Che lancr two. 

Jovicic was !he unquestioned premier hurdler in the Ohio Valley dur
ing his Fleming Field days. As a senior, his hurdling prowess helped Che 
Tigers of Tom Vichich lay claim to !he st.ate Class A championship. the 
first Eastcm Ohio boys' crack 1eam to tum !hat Irick. 

In the st.ale meet Jovicic finished runner-up in both !he high hwdles 
and low hurdles. He was nipped in both races by Roland James, a futuK 
Universiiy of Tennessee defensive back and first-round draft choice of the 
New England Palriots. He also anchored a swe-placing relay !Cam. 

lovicic Lied !he all-time Ohio Valley standards in bo!h hurdle events. He clocked a siT.zling 
14.2 in Che highs and 19.S in the lows. 

The Intelligencer named Jovicic co-captain of !he 1970s Ohio Valley All-Decade track 
team. along with Bridgeport's Craig Miller. 

Jov1c1c was also a gridiron star. He was a two-time AII-OVAC and All-Valley honoree. The 
170-pound running back garnered some 700 infantry slripes and 11 TDs as a senior while 
also catching 12 passes for 206 yards and two more scores. 

Jovicic also enjoyed a long career as a prep grid coach. He was head coach at Bridgeport 
High for three seasons after serving as a Bulldog assistant He has also assisted with the grid 
program at his alma macer 

Kelly Swierkos (Athlete - 1980s) 
K~Uy Swurkos (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of l 986). 

Swierkos was a pioneer in the art of dominating pi1ehing in the OVAC 
She was no!hing short of tremendous on !he hill , 

Dunng her prep days, West Virgm,a had just one classification for girls' 
softball. Despite being one of the smallest schools in the state, the Lady 
Bishops rode Sw1CTkos' lalentcd nght arm to unparalleled heights. 

Bishop Donahue finished third in the state in hCT freshman season, 
The next two years. Swierkos hurled the Lady Bishops co the cop of the 
mountain as they cl.urned a pair of st.ate championships. 

Swierkos • senior season was a bittersweet one She battled injuries Che 
second half of the season. but still managed to cam the mound win m the state opener. As 
fate would have it, the ailing Swierkos was unable co take the circle in the remainder of the 
double-elimination tournament and the Lady Bishops did not win again. 

She finished her remarkable career with an eye-popping 63-6 record. Of those wins, eight 
came via the no--hitter variety 

She was accorded first-team all ,st.ate and all-OVAC plaudits her final two campaigns. 
Swierkos was also a stellar hoopster. She finished her basketball career with I IXYJ points, 

man era when there was no three-point field goal. She also established school career records 
in rebounding and assists and was a first-team all-st.ale basketball honoree as a senior, 

Swierkos also delivered in quality fashion in !he classroom. She graduated with a 3.85 
GPA on a 4.0 scale. She also headlined The lntclligencer's All-Ohio Valley Scholar-Athlete 
honor mil. 

Paul Hoover (Athlete· 1990s) 
Paul Hoowr (Steubenville High School, Oass of 1994). Big Red has one 

of the richest baseball traditions in !he Ohio Valley and this fonncr all-Ohioan 
helped to form that tradition during his four years. 

Playing for head coach Fred Heatherington, HoovCT was a three-year regu
lar for Steubenville. helping to lead it co the swc tournament as a sophomore, 
back co the region.al as a junior and three OVAC titles. 

A,; a senior, HooVCT had his most productive season He balled .454. scor• 
ing JO runs and driving in 32 more, He had l S doubles, two triples and a 
home run. 

Following that season, he was named Division II Eastern District Player of 
the Year, first-team all-OVAC and first-team all.Valley. He played in the Ohio Mizuno All-Siar 
Series and was chosen for Che Sun Belt Classic in Oklahoma. 

Hoover exploded onto the prep baseball scene in 1992 when he baaed .366 wilh six doubles. 
three home runs, a lriple and 21 RBI. 

As ajuruor, HoovCT batled 270 wilh 16 runs scored and 14 RBI. He had five doubles, a triple 
and a home run. 

For his career, he finished wi!h a 369 average. 64 runs and 67 RBI. 
Hoover was drafted in !he Major League Baseball Draft in 1994 by the Houston Ascros, but 

elected co attend Kent State University where he earned three letters as the starting carcher. 
As a Golden Flash. Hoover played in 158 games. baaing 269 with 86 runs soorcd, 87 RBI. 23 

doubles. 12 home runs and four lriples, 
Following his junior season, HooVCT was drafted in the 23rd round by the Tampa Bay Rays and 

he elected to sign. He played profession.ally from 1 'HI until 2010 and played in«> major I~ 
games, baaing 250 wi!h eight RBI and five doubles HooVCT appeared in the big leagues with 
the Rays, Florida Martins, Philadelphia Phillies and Boston Red So,. He was the bullpen carcher 
for Che Phillies in 2009 when they won the World Series. 

Along with his baseball e,ploits, Hoover was a Slandout basketball player for Steubenville. He 
scored J ,186 points, which ranks sixth all time at Big Red. He averaged 16.S points a game in his 
career, He was an all-OVAC and all-Valley performer multiple times. 
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Janis Trupovnieks (Athlete. t970s) 
Janis Tn,pa,nieh (Cadiz High School, Class of 1977). Trupovnieks was 

big in stature and equally as big in athletic production. The 6-7, 2SS-poundcr 
was a two-way force on !he gridiron while also Clehing his name amongst 
!he elite wcighcman in crack and field. 

Trupovmeks helped Coach Ron Pobolish 's grid team enjoy great success, 
starting three years as a two-way tackle. 

The Cardinals went 18-1-1 in Trupovnieks' final two years, losing co and 
iying St. John Central. The Cards bagged the OVAC 2-A title in his j unior 
campaign. 

He earned a plethora of grid honors, including AP Eastern Dislrict 
Lineman of Che Year as a senior en roule to garnering all-Ohio and all-OVAC plaudits. He 
recorded 67 tackles, 31 assists and covered two fumbles as a senior. 

Trupovnieks was also an accomplished kicker, malting 42 consecutive PATS over a two-year 
span. He also booted four field goals as a senior. 

Trupovnieks used his lanky frame co the ucmos1 ability in track. The All-Valley honoree 
captured Cadiz High's flfSt-ever state track title by winning the Class AA discus crown via his 
prodigious toss of 165-3. At that time it was lhe third best toss in Ohio Valley annals. 

As might be expected, Trupovnieks was an inside force in hoops. The three-year regular 
was a first-team All-Valley Small School selection and All-OVAC honoree as a senior after 
avCTaging 17 points per conies!. 

Trupovnieks was a nationally recruited football recruit, and he opted for Che University of 
Tennessee. He was a two-year letterman for!he Vols, starting as a senior on an 8-4 team which 
defeated Wisconsin 28-21 in the Garden State Bowl. 

Jamie Taylor (Athlete • 1980s) 
Jamie Taylor (Edison Soulh High School, Class of 1989). Taylor played 

his first lhree prep years at Jefferson Union before consolidation changed !he 
landscape to Edison South. 

He was a baseball and basketball standout, earning all-OVAC honors 
in both sports. On the diamond, however, Taylor was nothing short of 
sensational. 

As a senior, he was !he OVAC "Player of the Year" to go with his All-Ohio 
honors. That campaign saw Taylor slam lO home runs. driving in 33 runs to 
go with a robust .540 batting average. 

He was no slouch on the mound, either, recording a 5-2 record with 47 Ks 
and a 2.11 ERA in his final campaign. 

Taylor's junior season was Just as productive, batting .575 with 10 homers and 46 RBI. He 
was also 7-4 on the hill, recording 84 slrikeouts in 47 innings of work. 

He ended his Edison baseball career by establishing a new Ohio Valley standard with 32 
home runs. 

Taylor's athletic exploits were almost as productive on !he hardwood. The 6-2 guard ended 
his Edison Soulh days wi!h 1,439 points. He averaged 22.1 ppg as a senior. 

Taylor's stcllar baseball drew the attention of Division I college coaches from across the 
nation. He opted co stay close co home, signing with The Ohio State Universiiy and he enjoyed 
a sparkling three-year stay with !he Buckeyes before heading off co the pros. 

As a freshman, Taylor led OSU with seven home runs and was named co the Big Ten All
Tournament Team as the Buckeyes claimed the conference crown and placed !hird in the 
Midwest Regional. 

As a junior, he was tabbed first-team all-Big Ten as a third baseman. lt was a campaign in 
which he baned .382 with 36 walks. 

Such success resulted in Taylor being chosen by the Cleveland Indians in the firth round of 
the 1992 MLB Draft. He played seven seasons in the minors, topping out in Class AAA in 1998 
before retiring. He batted 275 in 690 minor league games. 

Mike McLeod (Athlete - 1990s) 
Mike McLeod (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1992). ThCTC's not a 

sport you can name that this former Patriot wouldn't have shined in had he 
opted to play. 

In !he three he did play - football, basketball and baseball - he made a 
lasting impression on Parle and Ohio Valley history. 

Foodlall is where Mcu:od probably made his biggest impact, playing quar
tctback and linebacker. He helped guide the Patriots to the Class AAA swe 
championship game in 1991 where they fell to Capital, 15-14, in oVCTtime. 
Defensively, McLeod was one of Che Palriots' leading tacklers for three consecu
tive seasons. A,; a senior, he rc,;orded 49 tackles, two sacks and rc,;ovcred two 
fumbles. From his quanaback spot. Mcu:od !brew 11 touchdowns. He shared the offensive spot
bght, that season, with eventual Kennedy Award winner, Boogie Johnson, who ran for 2.000 yards. 

McLeod's season didn't go unnoticed. He was first-team all-state, all-OVAC and all-Valley and 
atttacted the eyes of college recruiters. He had scholarships offm from !he likes of West Vu-ginia, 
Indiana, Marshall and o!hers. 

However, McLeod's uhimatc passion lied with baseball where he was a two-year standout as an 
outfielder. He balled .490 as a senior, which was the second bes• in the Ohio Valley, regardless of 
class. He had42hits,scvendoubles,a lriple and !hrcc: home runs. He drove in 20and scored 28 runs. 
Again, he was recognized as first-team all-swc in Class AAA, all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

On the basketball court, Mcu:od was a point-guard for the Patriots for three years, helping to 
lead them to the swc tournament twice. He finished his career with 1,230 points and averaged 21.7 
points and 11 rebounds per game as a senior. Mcu:od was a first-team all-swe selection and was 
also fusl-team all-OVAC (three times) and alJ. Valley (twice). 

Oespi1e the college football offers. McLeod opted for baseball right DUI of high school. Although that 
didn't pan out and he eventually enrolled al Youngstown Slllle and JOincd !he football team. He was a 
mCTnberof !he Penguins' Division l-AA national championship squad in 1994. playing for Jim Tressel 

A member of the Wheeling Park Spons Hall of Fame, he is currently the Palnots' head baseball 
coach. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Brittany Hocker (Athlete - 2000s) 

Brittany Htu:ker (Bridgeport High School, Class of 2004). The 
Bridgeport Bullet, as she was nicknamed during her prep track and field 
days. set the standard for female sprinting in the Ohio Valley and the 
stale of Ohio. 

Ted Talkington (Athlete - 200s) 
Ted Talkington (Magnolia High School, Class of2004). Tius Blue Eagle 

product could simply score lhc basketball during his prep career. 

Hocker burst onto the scene in 200 I when she won the 200-mcter dash 
at Dayton's Welcome Stadium as a freshman. Earlier in that state meet, 
she finished second in the I 00-meter dash. 

That IO0-meter race proved to be the final tirne she lost in that event 
for lhe remainder of her prep career. Hocker was undefeated during her 
sophomore.junior and senior seasons in the shon sprint. Prior 10 the state 
final . she had been unblemished as a freshman. too, 

Magnolia's all-time scoring leader finished his career with 2,()24 points, 
which was more than CiOO pomts better lhan his nearest competitor. As a 
senior, Talkington scored at a 31 points per game clip, which followed up a 
junior season in which he poured in 29.S points a con1es1. 

During the 2003-04 campaign, Talkington established his career-high point 
IOI.al with 45. As a semor, he shot 82 percent from the foul lme and connected 

L......:.;.;;._..::::.i I on 64 three-pointers. 
Talkington's game wasn't limited to scoring, however, He also averaged 

As a sophomore, Hocker notched her first slate championship m the JOO-meters, but 
scnled for second in lhc 200. 

Hocker was a four-time OVAC Class IA 100-metcr dash champion and three-time Class 
I A 200-mcter champion. Though she never ran the race in the postseason. Hocker was a 
lhrcc-bme OVAC Class I A 400-meter champion, 

As a prep sprinter, Hocker's personal best in lhe 100 was 11.81 seconds. That stood as a 
state record in Division m until 2011 . Her mark, which was set during her senior season, 
still stands as a state meet record. 

Her 200 personal best bmc of 24.22 is also a stale meet record. She set lhat in 2004 when 
she completed her second consecutive sprint sweep. 

After high school, Hocker opted to continue her track and field career at the University 
of Akron where she put forth an impressive career, earning all•Mid American Conference 
honors. She was the MAC Indoor and Outdoor conference champion in the 200 in 2008. 
She set lhe Akron school record mdoor for the 400 and placed in both the 100 and 400 1n 
2005 as a true fresh.man. As a collegiate runner, Hocker focused more on the 400 and set 
the Akron record for both indoor and outdoor competition wilh times of 54.39 (indoor) and 
5422 (outdoor). 

Along wilh track and field, Hocker also earned letters during her high school career in 
basketball. 
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John Nese (OVAC Contributor) 
John N#u (East Pittsburgh High School, Class of 1956). Tcacllcr ... 

coach ... .official ... broadcaster. He's done them all. 
While spending 54 years in lhc education field, Nesc coached boys/girls 

basketball and baseball; followed lhat up with a fine officiating carocr and all 
the while worked as a radio broadcaster. 

In baskelball, he began his coaching career at Follansbee St. Anthony 
(1960-61), winning the W. Va. Class B State Catholic Ownpionship with 
a 17-5 roconl. After two years (1962-63) as an assistant at East Pinsbwgh 
High - his alma maler - he came to Steubenville Catholic Central where he 
coached the boys' team 10 years (1963-73) with a 121-87 record; tlm:c sec• 
tional titles, lhrcc district titles and one OVAC championship (1973) when his squad compiled a 
22-2 overall record - the best in school history- led by feUow Hall of Farner Jim Wood. 

He later returned to the hardwood as the Steubenville Catholic girls' coach (1987-90), posting 
a 56-10 rccord with two sectional titles; two OVAC aowns (1988 and '89) and the school's best 
rocord (21-2 in '89). 

He clos.:d out his hoops' coaching with the Indian Creek junior high girls' team (1995-2007) 
where he won an additional 116 games against 40 losses. 

He was named Coach of the Year multiple times in the Eastern District and District 5 and 
was selected as lhc co-coach of lhc United States All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Roundball 
Classic in Pittsburgh. 

In baseball, Ncsc coached Steubenville Catholic from 1963-75 with a sparlcling 197 • 77 rocord. 
His teams won seven sectionals, five districts and one regional, finishing as the state runner-up to 
Shalccr Heights in 1965. His 1974 squad posted a school-best 24-4 overall mark. 

After retiring from coaching. Nesc wanted to remain close to high school athletics and became 
a baseball/softball umpire. He was a respected member of lhat profession as well, and was hon• 
orcd to work in IO consecutive OHSAAState Softball Toumamcnts. He also served as an inslruc· 
tor with the Steubenville Umpires Association.Nesc also had a 30-plus year career as a WSTV 
radio play-by-play announcer and color commcntatm. working countless football, basketball and 
American Legion baseball games. 

This marlcs Ncse's sixth Hall of Fame selection. He's also in the Oh.io High School Baseball 
Coaches Association (1982), the East Boros Chapter of lhc Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
( 1986); lhc OHS AA Officials Hall of Fame ( 1996); the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame (2006): and the Franciscan University Hall of Fame (2008). 

At East Pittsburgh (Pa.) High, Nesc was a lhrcc-ycar lcttcnnan and co-captain of lhc Class 
B Pennsylvania stale runner-up. He graduated from lhc College of SlCUbenville in 1960 where 
he was a fo11r-ycar lcncrman and a member of lhc No. I -ranked small college baslcelball team 
(1957-58) and team co-captain as a senior. He obtained his master's degree from the University 
of Dayton in 1974. 

5.8 assists, 5.S rebounds and 2.7 steals. 
Along with leading the slalC in scoring twice, including the 2002-03 season, he helped guide 

the Blue Eagles to the Class AA state championship. By doing that, he became just one of five 
Mountain State products to accomplish the feat.joining the likes of Jerry West, OJ. Mayo, Herbie 
Brooks and Bill Maphis. 

Talkington's aforementioned career-point total ranks 16th in West Virginia history 
He was a first-team all-state selection as both a junior and senior and captained the team bolh 

seasons. He was a second-team all-state pick after his senior season. He was also an all-OVAC 
and all Valley performer, captaining lhc all• Valley 1earn twice. 

He also scored 20 points in helping West Virginia rally for a 92-82 victory in the Samuel A. 
Mwnlcy OVAC All-Star Game. 

After high school, Talkington turned down several collegiate offers to accept an academic 
scholarship and walk-on spot at West Virginia University. He played in 46 games during his career 
with the Mountamocrs and lettered twice. He was a member of WVU's National Invitational 
Toumamcnt championship 1eam in 2007. 

He opted not to play baslce1ball during his final season of eligibility, elecllng to enroll in medical 
school after graduating wilh a degree in chemistry with a 4.0 grade point average. 

Along with his basketball prowess, Talkington was a standout for lhe Blue Eagles' football 
team. He was twice named all-OVAC - a first,tearn selection as a Junior and honorable menllon 
pick as a senior. 

Bob Koch (OVAC Family) 
Bob Koch (John Marshall High School, Class of 1971 ). Back in 2009 when 

he retired from Cameron High School, Koch offered a telling quote: "My ~ ~ 
goal has always been to leave this a bener place than it was when I found it." -:1:!! , FJ 

In Koch's case, everywhere he's been and everyone he's known has been ~ ~ 
better for 11 ... and that ocrtainly includes every comer of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference. 

His a=ciation with the oonfcrcnoc dates back to 1981 when began helping 
with the hands-on calculations of the scores at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling 
Tournament, a role he filled for the next 30 years until the results were com
puterized. At that point, he continued to assist by working the bullpen area. He roccived thc OVAC 
Tournament Scrvioc Award in 1998 and the OVAC Tournament Director's Award in 2014. 

Koch has been on the OVAC Executive Board - the governing body of the bi-state conference 
- since 1989, rorst as the Class A representative and lhen as the Game DircctoroftheOVAC Rudy 
Mwnley All-Star Football Gantc. 

It's in lhat role - one he asswncd in 200 I - that he has shined above all others due to lhe vast 
undertaking of the event from the selection or coach.cs and players, coonlinating the week-long 
camp which is currently at Bethany College to all of the game-relaled activities which take place 
lhc week of the game. 

Respected for his opinions and his knowledge of the history of the confcrcnoc. Koch has also 
been a member of lhe OVAC Hall of Fame Committee and the OVAC Muscwn Committcc for 
several years. 

Koch graduated from West Virginia University and later obtained his master's degree in math 
education lhcrc. He spent one year at Martins Ferry High before moving on to Cameron where 
he began a 33-year career as a math teacher. He assumod the role of athletic director in 1989 
and spent the next 20 years guiding the Dragons' athletic programs to countless successes and 
facilities upgrades before retiring in 2009. Koch also spent several years as an assistant wrestling 
coach at CHS under the highly-successful Jim Potts. 

He served as co-chairman of the Friends of Cameron Football event for six years, and was a 
special honoree of that group in 20 IS for his contributions. 

Jimmy Mountain (Media) 
James A. "Jimmy" Mounlain (St. John Central High School, Class of , 

1931). You might say he "looked down from the mountain" as far as Ohio 
Valley journalists were concerned. 

Mountain chronicled the events of the area - bolh in and out of the 
athletic realm - with particular cmphaslS on the Bellaire area, but he was 
well-known up and down the river for his writing style of accentuating the 
positive as well as his legendary entertaining and informative columns dur
ing nearly a half century. 

A two-sport athlete (football and basketball) at St. John's, he began his 
journalistic career right out of high school working for Greater Wheeling 
Home Talk and the Martins Ferry Daily Times. He served as Sports Editor for what became 
The Times Leader until he was called into military service in 1941 during World War 0, and 
upon his return he began a lengthy tenure as head of the Bellaire Bureau of lhat newspaper. 

Although his primary focus shifted to news, he continued to cover sporting events and was a 
f1Xturc at Nelson Field football games involving bolh Bellaire and St. John Central under media 
legends Bill Van Home and Cal Pokas. 

An amateur boxer and a talented softball pitcher, Mountain had a hfe•long passion for 
American history. He was a member of Sigma Delta Chi - joumalism's honorary fraternity -
and received several honors including the first Man of the Year from the 11(:llairc Lodge 310 
Chechoslovak Society of America, the Citizen of the Year from the Bellaire Fraternal Order 
of Police Associates; and was tabbed an honorary graduate or Bellaire High School and was 
selected for that school's Wall of Fame. He also served as Clerk of Council for the city of 
Bellaire. He passed away on July 24. 1988 at the age of 74. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Stan Blankenship (Coach) 

Stan Blan~nship (Nicholas County High School, Class of 1968), He 
put together a r,,sume unrivaled by anyone in the girls' basketball coach
ing ranks. comp1hng a record of 542-240 during a career that began in 
1979 and continued until his retir,,ment in 201 I. Those lofty numbers 
make him the all-time wiMinges1 coach in girls' hoops in both the Ohio 
Val!ey and the entir,, state of West Virginia, ·•·::-... 

Blankenship"s Lady Monarchs reached the pinnacle in 1982 when 
they won the West Virginia Class AAA State Championship with All
Amcrican/OVAC Hall of Farner Amy Gamble as the stat player. 

He also led JMHS to West Virginia Class AAA runner•up finishes in 1992 and 1994 Under 
tus guidance, JMHS won 18 sectional titles and nine re_gional crowns. 

The Lady Monarchs also won nine OVAC championships under Blankenship's watch 
(1 981. '82, '83. '84. '85. '91. '94, 2000, 2002). The five straight titles from 1981-85 marl<s 
the longest consecutive stnng of g,rls' conference crowns recorded to da~. _ 

Blankenship saw significant changes in high school hoops dunng his coaching career 
including the institution of the three-point line; the use of a smaller basketball and the move 
of girls basketball in West Virginia from fall to winter He coached an amazing 40 players 
who went on to play college basketball after graduating from JMHS _ . 

He also coached in the OVAC Samuel A, Mumley All-Stat Classic several bmes and 
r,,ceived the OVAC's Richard Saffield Girls' Basketball Coaches Award in 2005. 

Blanlccnsh1p move to the area from Nicholas County where he was a multi.sport standout 
m high school. 

That conbnued at the collegiate level when he attended West Virginia Wesleyan <;:ollege. 
graduabng in 1973 after amassing an unheard-of 13 varsity lellerl (four in track, four in cross 
country, four in basketball and one in football). 

Not surprisingly. he was inducted into the West Virginia Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2012. 

Tom West (Coach) 
Tom Wesl (Mannington High School.Class of 1957), When he made the 

move to to coach and teach at Valley High. West did so for the long haut 
After four years al Midview High in Grafton, Ohio, he came lo Pine 

Grove when, he became a coaching institution, guiding the Lumberjacks' 
fOOlball team for a total of 36 years over two terms - his first from 1911-
2000 and then, after a seven-year absence, he returned from 2008-2013. 

Dunng his 40 years as a head coach. he amassed a record of 242 176-1, 
includ1ni a 223-ISl mark al Valley. 

West-coached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs IO 
slf&ighl years from 1991 ·200 and finished as the state runner up five limes 
(1993, '94, ' 95, '96 and '98). His 1993-94-95 teams all went undefeated in the regular season. 

The Lumberjacks won OVAC championships in I 995 and '97 and captured the Mason-
Dixon Conference crown 11 times (1979, 85, 87. 89, 91 , 92, 93, 94. 95, 96 and 97) 

West also served as an assistant basketball coach from 1971-83. 
The football field al VHS is named Tom West Field in his honor. 
West received his bachelor·s degree in Education from Fairmont Stale College in 1961 and 

his mastcr•s degree inAdminis1tation from Akron University in 1971. 
He began his teaching career in Midview in 1961 where he was an assistant basketball 

and football coach and then the head roo1ball coach from 1967-70 before taking the job at 
Valley High. 

Jay Handlan (Athlete - 1940s) 

John "Jay" Hlllllllan (Triadelphia High School, Class of I 946), He 
earned 12 varsity letters in five sports for the Liltle Reds during three 
years - Ihm: each in basketball, football and trade. two in tennis and 
one in swimming. 

In basketball, the 6-foot-2 forward earned All-City and AII-OVAC 
largest Class AA and was all-stale mention. In football, he was a regular 
end and punter. After high school, he served three years in the U.S. Army 
before enrolling at Washington & Lee University in l.exington, V~, 

Competing for W&L in the _Southern Confer,,ncc - then a maio_r col- , 
lege baslcelball league which included West Virginia, Duke. Virg1n1a, etc .. and others which 
broke off and formed the Atlantic Coast Conference - he left his marl< as one of the all-bme 
mosl prolific basketball scor,,rs in major college history. . 

He became only the third major college player lo scor,, more than 2,000 career pomls by 
capping his 94-game career with 15 points against WVU in his final game lo reach 2.002. He 
averaged 21.6 points for his career. . 

As a junior, he averaged 262 points to nose out WVIJ All-Amencan Marl< Workman for 
second place nationally. He also led the nation in free throw shooting (86%) and set an NCAA 
record with 18-for-18 against Virginia. He also scored ~ sch~l, and Sou~rn Conference, 
record with 66 points (49 in the fast halO - then the third highest-ever maJor college mark 
- against Fwman. In that game, he took 71 goal attempts (making 30), which remains the 
oldest Division I NCAA record on the books. 

Handlan earned Helms Foundation All-America as a junior and was twice All-Southern 
Confcm>cc. As a senior, he also became a kicker/punter for the foolball team and was ofl'=:d a 
tryout with the Cleveland Browns. He also lettered in lraek. 

He was dnfted by the NBA Indianapolis Olympians, but opted to play in the National 
Industrial Basketball League with the Akron Goodyear Wingfoots. He played four years and 
was an N!BLAII-Star in 1954. 

In 2015, he was inducted into the City or Wheeling Hall of Fame. 

Dave Linn (Coach) 

Dai,e Lbin (Zane Trace High School, Class of 1971 ). LlM made his 
mark as the Buckeye Trail High girls' basketball coach for a decade 
(1976-86), including am amazing four-year run of appearances in the 
OHSAA State Tournament (1978-81). 

Trail's 1978 squad posted a 22· 1 overall record, defeating Smithville 
(41 •38) in the Class A state semifinals before falling lo Ada (51-39) in 
the championslup game, 

The 1979 learn r,,achcd the piMacle, defeating Fort Loramie (56-38) 
in the state semifinals and then downing Holga1e (51-32) in the Class A 
championship game to complete a 23-2 record season. 

The Lady Wamors weren ·1 finished. rewming lo the "Final Four" in I 980 where the ~t 
Portsmouth Clay (59-44) in the semifinals before falling lo Mansfield St. Peter's (61-57 m 
overtime) in the title game for a final 26-l record; and then making II back to the champion
ship game again in 1981, topping Edgerton (71-58) in the semis and losing another heart· 
brealcer (S4-52) 1o Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record. 

During his 10 years as the Trail girls' coach, he compiled an impr,,ssivc 211-37 record , 
an 85 percent victory ratio, Trail also won the OVAC Class A girls' championship in 1984 
under Lmn. 

After some time off, he had a 12-year run as the Trail boys· coach (l999•2010). amassing 
119 wins including Ihm: or four sectional championships and a district title/re/lional appe3:'
ancc in 2009. Linn-coached boys' teams won the Pioneer Valley Conference 11de outngh11n 
200S and shared the crown with Frontier and Shenandoah in 2010. The 2005 team also won 
the OVAC Class 2•A crown, 

During his career, Linn was selected "Coach of the Year" at various times in the Eastern 
Distncl and Distnct 12 and he was selected to coach in the OHSBCA North-South All-Stat 
Game in 1982, 

A charter member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996, 
he's served as the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Secretary/Treasurer and as the 
Pepsi/District 12 All-Stat Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College, 
he was District I2's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall 
of Honor in 2013 and was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall 
or Fame in 2015. 

Andy Cross (Official) 

Andy Cross (Morgantown High School, Class of 1972). One of the mor,, 
recognizable officials of the Ohio Valley, Cross enjoyed a remarkable career 
calling the action in baseball, basketball and later in volleyball. 

His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he 
decided lo follow in the footsteps of his father who had worked football, 
basketball and baseball games in the Morgantown area, with his young son 
accompanymg him to many of the events. 

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond. Among the highlights were 
23 regional and 13 state tournament assignments in Ohio and 10 regional 
and 13 stale tournaments in West Virginia. He also umpired the Mizuno 
All-Star Series in Ohio eight times. The final game of his career came in the 2013 Wesl 
Virginia State Tournament. 

His basketball officiating spanned 31 years, On the Ohio side, he had 13 regional and three 
state assignments in girls' hoops and seven regional assignments in boys'_hoops while in_ West 
Virginia, he worked nine regionals and three state tournaments for the guls and 12 regionals 
and 1wo state tournaments for the boys. 

Cross was the 2009 recipient or the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials Award presented at 
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumlcy All•Star Basketball Classic and was honored with the District 
12 Basketball Coaches Association "Official of the Year" award in 1997. 

In the latter stages of his officiating career. he added volleyball lo the mix and worked eight 
years, including many games at the tournament level in both state~. . 

In addition to his on-fieldlcollrt work, Cross also ser,,ed as president, secretary, interpreter 
and class inslnlclor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice•prcsidenl and 
interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Basketball Officials. He was also a member of the 
National Federation of Officials (NFOA) in both West Virginia and Ohio. 

Cross was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Eddie Becker (Athlete - 1950s) 

Edi& B,cur(Whccling High School, Class of 1950) A four-year Wildcat 
basketball player, he was Ille most highly honored player on two teams which 
played in West Virginia State Championship games in the large•school Class 
A. As a junior, the 'Cats finished state runner,up to Famnont Senior. As a 
senior, Wheeling capped a 25--0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame 
coach Everea Brinkman with the lasl of five titles and a state finals· win 
over Elle ins, 53-50. 

Becker, a two-time All-State Toumament pick, earned first team all-<:lass 
All-State as a senior as well as AII-OVAC largest Class A and All.City hon• 
ors. He averaged 16.1 points as a junior and led the 'Cats as a senior with . . 
more than 20 points a game - rare for that era, He scored 20 or more points seven bmes with 
a high of 29 as Wheeling averaged 64 points per game. He also played fOO!balL 

Recruited by West Virginia U., he left his marl< on the WVIJ record_ books. The 6-foot forward 
led the freshman team in scoring with a 25-poinl gait. The dead-eye Jump-shooter lettered three 
times on the vassity and ended a 75-game career with 1,127 points (15 ppg) the second most 
in school history al the time. He averaged 18.7 as a senior when he was team MVP He also 
earned All-Southern Confer,,nce second team and was selected to the All-SC Tournament team . 

Al the time he graduated. he was one of 19 players listed on the All-Time WVU Team charts, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Neil Habig (Athlete - 1950s) 

Ntil Habig (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1954). An 
honored high school and college football player, he competed longer in 
major pro football lhan any Maroon Knight in history. 

As a prep senior, lhc Martins Ferry native earned first team all-star 
honors on every eligible selection - All-Valley "Big School", All
OVAC largest Class AA, and the five-school All-City team. Rated the 
''best defensive end" in OV by coaches who selected All-Valley, the 
two-way end and punttr was the top blocker on a run-oriented ttam and 
landed four touchdown passes. 

The 6-foot, 190-poundcr helped lhc Maroon Knights win lheir first-ever OVAC Class AA 
(largest class at lhe time) title, wilh an 8-1 record. The lone loss was 13-7 to 10--0 record 
Benwood Union. lhe OVAC Class A champion which finished as the slate runner-up. 

He earned a scholarship 10 Purdue University where he played both ways but was conven
ed, on offense, from end to centtr. A three-year letterman and two-year starter at center-line• 
backer-defensive end. he was selected as learn MVP as a senior on a roster which had 13 Ohio 
Valley products including OVAC Hall of Fame honorees Nick Mumlcy and Kenny Mikes. 

Habig, a second ttam All-Big Ten Conference selection, played in the Senior Bowl All-Star 
game. He was drafted by the Green Bay Packers, but opted for the Canadian Football Lugue. 

He played seven seasons (1958-64) as a center-linebacker with the Saskatchewan 
Roughridcrs and was a dominant player al his position. He was a CFL All-Star ccnttr in 
l 962, the first year this honor was awarded, and a Western Conference All-Star six times. 
As a linebacker, he was notcd for his pass coverage and had IO pass inlerceptions including 
six in 1963. 

Ben Wiley (Athlete - 1%05) 
Btn Wiley (Powhatan High School, Class of 1963). He led his team to 

the school's best-ever basketball season (20-1) and only unbeaten (18--0) 
regular season in school history. 

The S-foot-9, 150-pound guard was a four-year player who scored near
ly l ,SOO career points for the Indians. As a senior, he averaged 28.8 points 
a game and was named Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year for the ttam 
coached by Lou Blumling, latcr a head coach of the Wheeling lronmen pro 
football team. Wiley was a two-time A!I-OVAC Class A choice and tabbed 
co-captain as a senior and captain as a junior. The two-time All-District 
honoree also was a first team All-Ohio choice by bolh The Associated 
Press and Unitcd Press International as a senior 

In 1963, the Indians shared the OVAC Class A crown wilh Paden City and ended with a 
20-1 record after bowing to Sttasburg. 73-61 in lhe Class A District Tournament, 

In baseball, he was a senior regular on the second Indians' learn 10 win an Ohio title, The 
Indians advanced 10 lhe regional toumamenl all four years (1960-63) dunng Wiley's career, 
The 1963 team, coached by Frank Bland, capped a IS-2 record season by winning the Oluo 
Class A crown with a 3--0 championship game win over Dublin after downmg Spencerville, 
2-1, in the semifmals. 

Wiley, a senior class president and honor s1Uden1, attended Gannon College in Eric, Pa., 
and played basketball for four years. The playmalcer averaged 10.6 points as a senior with a 
high game of 28 points. He scored 896 points in his career and was inducted into lhe Gannon 
Sporu Hall of Fame in 1986. 

After gn,,luation, he remained in the Erie area and became a civic leader who was recog
nized multiple times including the naming of a public building after him. He died in 2004. 

Jim Woofter (Athlete - t970s) 
Jim Woofter (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1973). He earned the 

honor of becoming the first Golden Bear athlete lo attain All-American 
honors. earning those plaudits for his grid greatness at linebacker, center 
and fullback. 

The 6-2. 225-pounder was a two-time first-team all-state. all-OVAC 
and all Valley honoree. As a senior, he was captain of the all.Valley "Big 
School" defensive team and runner•up for the Hunt Award, emblematic 
of the state's lop lmeman. 

As a senior, he recorded 126 tackles, 49 assists, five fumble recoveries 
and forced six fumbles in helping the Golden Bears to a 7-3 record. The tenacious defender 
registered 86 solo tackles, 46 assists, eight tackles for losses, three fumble recoveries and four 
interceptions as a junior. 

Woofler's sparkling foolball exploits earned him All-American honors from Coach & 
Arhltrt and Scholastic Coach magazines 

Rob Munn (Athlete - 1960s) 
Rob Munn (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1966), The thrcc-spon 

standout helped the Bulldogs record their best combined football/basket• 
ball school year in history. 

In football, the team captain and quarterback-defensive back led the 
first perfect record (9--0) in school history. Coached by Joe Ault, the 
Bulldogs captured the OVAC Class AA title and were ranked No. S in the 
final Ohio Class A poll by United Press Tnttmational, BridgcpoR capped 
lhe perfect season wilh a 22-11 win at rival Martins Ferry for only the 
third win in 45 series games vs. the Purple Riders. 

In basketball, the two-year team captain anchored the school's first
ever unbeaten regular season 1eam ( 18--0) which cap!W'cd an OVAC Class AA title and was 
ranked No. I in lhe Ohio Class A poll by United Press International. Coached by OVAC 
Hall of Farner Frank BaJtter, the Bulldogs scored more than 100 points m live games and 
won sectional and district crowns before falling to Dalton, 71-70, in the Canton Regional to 
finish at 24-1. 

The 6-foot-l, 175-pound forwllrd averaged 24.1 points and 12 rebounds a game as a senior 
after sporting a 20-point oonn as a junior. 

The senior was runner-up for Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year 10 Kerry Myers of Celina 
and earned first ttam All-Ohio from UPI and third team from The Associated Press. He also 
was twice an AII-OVAC selectJon and an AII-D1slric1 honoree m Eastern Ohio. 

Munn was also a pitcher-infielder on the Bulldogs' baseball team, 
The 2010 BridgepoR High Hall of Fame inductee earned a basketball scholarship to 

Marshall University where he was a three year vars,ty player after averaging 9 .4 points and 
shooting 46.8 percent from the floor on the freshman team. 

Jim Wood (Athlete - 1970s) 
Jim Wood (Steubenville Catholic Central High School. Class or 1973). 

This Crusader was one of the most dominant basketball big men in the 
OVAC during the early 1970s. The talented 6-foot, 9-inch post help to 
carry Catholic Central to its first OVAC hoop crown, turning lhe trick in 
1973 in Class AAA - the largest classification at that time. The Crusaders 
went 22·2 that season, winning sectional and d,slrict titles along the way, 

He averaged 20 points and 15 rebounds a game as a senior. Those num 
bers, combined with the team's success, earned him first-team all ,Ohio 
UPI and sccond-ttam AP all-state accolades to go with all-Eastem District 
plaudits. 

He was named first-team all-OVAC as a junior and senior, named a co-captain in 1973 In 
addition, one Florida newspaper tabbed him as honorable mcnlJon All-American as a senior. 

Wood was also a two-year letterman in baseball for Catholic Central, 
His superb hardwood exploits earned him a scholarship to Georgia Tech, where he became 

a four-year regular at center and was the tearn·s leading scorer his first three years (I I.I, IS.O 
and 14.7) and second on the team as a senior (14.1). He also led lhc team in rebounds two 
years. His career totals included 1,459 pomts and 740 rebounds. 

Wood was inducted into the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame in 1985,jusl eight years after earn
ing his degree from the school. After his collegiate career, Wood played basketball in Soulh 
America for 12 years. 

The Steubenville Calholic Central Hall of Farner still resides in the Ohio Valley and is an 
OVAC basketball official. 

Kim Augur (Athlete -1980s) 
Kim Augur (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1983). Her most 

impressive claim to fame is winning the OHSAA Class AAA 400-mclcr dash 
state championship as a senior in 54.87 seconds. She missed the stale record 
by a mere onc•tenth of a second. Later on in that same state meet, Augur 
claimed the silver medal in the 200-meter dash (25.18). 

This Potter track great still holds the Ohio Valley record in the 400 meters 
at 54.87. She also established school records in the 100 (12.3) and 200 
(24.56), the latter still ranking as the second-best in valley history behind 
the 24.22 tumed in years later Bridgeport's Brittany Hocker, also an OVAC 
Hall of Farner. 

Augur is also a member of the Potters' school-record 4x400-meter relay 
team which turned in a 4:1 I.I clock.ing during her junior campaign. 

Her achievements earned her a track scholarship to 'The Ohio State University. 
Augur was no one-sport wonder. She was also a talented basketball player for Easl Liverpool, 

earning first•team all-OVAC honors as a junior and senior. 
Augur was inducted mto the East Liverpool High Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990. 

His prep football success attracted recruiters from all the major schools, and Woofter opted 1---------------------------------
for the University of Tennessee. It proved to be a good choice as he was a three-year letterman 
and two-year starttr at defensive tackle for lhe Volunteers. 

His athletic success was not limited 10 just the gridiron. As a senior, he was state shot 
put champion at Oak Glen with a 52-foot, 7-inch effoR, and he also won the OVAC Class 
AAA shot put crown. Woofter was also a force in wrestling. He was lhc OVAC runner-up at 
heavyweight as a senior. 

Dave Delande (Athlete • 1980s) 

Dav, DtlanJt (St. Clalrsv11lc High School, Class of 1982). This wrestling 
great distinguished himself both on the prep and collegiate levels. 

His Red Devils' mat career was nothing shon of sensational. He finished 
with a stellar 136-10-1 record. In the process, Delandc was a three-time 
OVAC champion, He was also the runner-up as a freshman. 

Delandc was also a runner-up at the OHSA A State Wrestling Championships 
as 132-pound jumor and he placed fifth al 138 pounds as a senior. 

He contJnued his wrestling greatness at West Libeny under the nurturing 
of legendary coach Vince Monseau. 

Delande was a lhrec-ume NAJA All-American for the Hilltoppers, achieving lhe feat in three 
different weight divisions. He was sevenlh al 142, fourlh at 150 and national runner-up at 158. 

His four-year WL record was a sparkling 96-23. 
He sun ranks m the top 10 in eight Hilltoppcr all-time mat records: falls, shutouts, 2•point 

near falls, 3-point near falls, reversals, team points, wins and best winning percentage. 
Just as impressively, Delande also was the Hilltopper wrestling program's firsl Academic 

All-American, earnmg back-to-back academic laurels in 1985 and 1986. He was also three
b.me team captain. 

He was inducted into the West LibeRy University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010.Aftcr gaining 
his West LibeRy diploma, he became a CPA. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jodi Bates (Athlete - 1990s) 

Jodi Baus (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999). Speed to 
bum. That's exactly what this fonner Colt possessed as it pertained to 
crack and field. 

A standout sprinter for the Colts, Bates shined in the 100- and 200-
meter dashes, winning 10 state medals during her career. 

Bates bum on10 scene in a big way as a freshman, placing second in 
both the 100 (12.32) and 200 (25.12) at the Division II state meet. She 
didn't slow down from there. 

ru a sophomore, Bates won her first state championship, blazing the 
Ohio Stadium track to a 24.87 to capture the 200-meter dash. She also finished second in the 
100 (12.37) for the second straight season. 

Bates broke through and climbed to the top of the state podium in the JOO-meter dash 
as a junior. It was one of four medals she claimed in that meel. She won the 100 in 1222. 
finished second in the 200 (25.25) and ran a leg on the fifth-place 4x 100 (S0.81) and eighth 
place 4x400 squads. 

Dunng her senior campaign. Bates ran consistently under the coveted 12,second barrier. 
She successfully defended her 100-meter title (12.10) and anchored the fifth-place 4xl00 
(S0.33) during the first state meet at Dayton's Welcome Stadium. 

En route to the suue competition, Bates won 14 OVAC championships, including four 
straight 100· and 200-meter biles. She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional champion
ships during her career, while running a personal best time of 11 95. which still stands as 
Meadowbrook·s all-time best and is the second-best in Ohio Valley history 

After her prep career. Bates signed to run at Wheeling Jesuit University. She competed just 
one season before developing an injury. which proved to be career ending. She attempted a 
comeback after cransferring to Muskingum University, but the injury was simply too much 
to overcome. 

While on the crack is where Bates made her mark, she also lcnered twice in basketball and 
was an honorable mention all-league selection 

Zach Amedro (Athlete - 2000s) 
Zach Anudro (John Ma,,;hall High School, Class of 2005), The Ohio 

Valley has produced several prolific passers in 1ts history. This former 
Monarch is near the top in every passing category there is. 

As a senior, Amedro finished fourth m the balloting for the Kennedy 
Award and was a first-team all-state selection after putung forth one of the 
most prolific statis11cal seasons in history. He completed 188-of-289 pass
es for 2,939 yards and 33 !Ouchdowns. He also ran for six touchdowns. 

That completed a brilliant three-year stint as quarterback in which he 
threw for more than 6.000 yards and 53 touchdowns. He completed 426-
of-761 career passes. 

Along with his state-wide honors. Amedro was named All-OVAC and was the offensive 
captain of The lntelhgencer's All-Valley team. In 2002, he was the newspaper's "Sophomore 
of the Year." 

After originally attending then FCS member Appalachian State, Amedro transferred back to 
!he Ohio Valley and had a remarkable career at West Libcny where he twice finished as run
ner-up for the Harlan Hill Award, which is the Division II equivalent to !he Heisman Trophy. 

Amedro set Division ll passing records for yards (14,733) and completions (1,079). His 
thirty 300-yard passing games were also the best in Division II his!Ory. 

In leading the Hilltoppcrs to the NCAA Division II playoffs as a senior. Amedro finished 
329-of-485 for 4.058 yards and 38 touchdowns in 10 games. He had a season-high eight 
touchdowns and 44 completions. 

During Amedro 's junior season, the Hilltoppers won the WVIAC title and qualified for the 
playoffs. avenging their only loss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro. 

Amedro was twice named WVIAC "Player of the Year" and was a first-team Division II 
All-American and second-team Small College All-American by The Associated Press. 

Matt Powell (Athlete - 1990s) 
Man Pow,U (Barnesville High School, Class of 1990). This former 

Shamrocks didn't just score the ball. he filled it up every night during 
an impressive four-year career with 2,174 career points (still in the top 
30 all-time in Ohio). 

Powell helped lead the Shamrocks to their first IJ'ip to the Ohto Sweet 
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 points per game en 
route to first-team all-Ohio accolades by both The rusoc1atcd Press and 
United Press International 

UPI selected him as its Division Ill state player of the year, a worthy 
honor when you consider he scored 760 points that season, coMccted on 
60, three-point goals and was 168-of-203 from !he foul line, That senior-year explosion fol
lowed a junior season in which he scored 621 points and his 46 "treys". 

Powell made an immediate impact for the Shamrocks. He scored 282 points as a freshman 
and then really took off, pounng m 5IO pomts as a sophomore. 

His presence is still felt at Barnesville. He owns three of the top four point totals ever 
recorded at Barnesville. His single-game high of 45 ranked third and his 60 bonus baskets 
rank second all-time Powell's career points and free throws made (411) are school records 

Along with being rccogmzed as all,Ohto. Powell played m both the OVAC and the Ohio 
North-South All-Star Games. He was the captain of the all-OVAC Class AAA team, Eastern 
District Player of the Year, District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valley Big 
School team. He was selected to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in 2010. 

After his prep carur, Powell originally went to the Air Force Academy, but transfcned back 
to Rio Grande College and etched his name into its lore. 

He scored 2;367 career points at the college level. which is second in Rio Grande history 10 
only Bevo Francis . He led Rio Grande to the NAJA National Tournament in Tulsa, Olclahoma 
during his senior season. He was a three-time all-Mtd Ohio Conference selection, a two-time 
all-Distnct 22 honoree and a NAIA All-Amencan Honorable Men!lon choice after the 1992· 
93 campaign As a senior a1 Rio Grande, Powell, who battled a foot injury during his junior 
campaign, scored 705 pomts and served as a co-captain 

Kacie Vavrek (Athlete. 2000s> 
Ka,:il Vavr,k (Bellaire High School, Class of 2002), You name the sport 

and this former Big Red shined bnghtly. 
A four-year letterman in three sports, Vavrek left her biggest marks on the 

basketball court and on the track. 
In basketball, Vavrek scored in bunches. She finished her prep career with 

1,631 points. which at !he time of her gradua!lon was tops amongst Bellatre 
females. It's since been broken by her sister, Ashley, 

During her senior season, Vavrek led the area m scoring al 23.9 pomts 
a game. She was named firs1-team All-Ohio, All-District 12. All-OVAC, 
Eastern District "Player of the Year" and finished fourth in the voting for 
Oh10's Ms, Basketball. 

Vavrck took part in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC AJI-Star Game. She 
led the South squad with 20 points in that contest. 

As a junior, Vavrek scored at an OV-best 22.7 points per game clip. She was named first
team All-Ohio, All-Eastern District, All-District 12, AII-OVAC and captained the All-Valley 
team. 

On the track, Vavrck was one of the area's all-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers. 
Vavrek finished her prep career with 10 state medals. Taking tha1 a step further, she won a 
trio of state championships. 

Afu:r reaching the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore 10 come up short, 
Vavrck broke through as a junior by winning the state tide. She was fourth in the low hurdles 
and fifth in the high jump that season as well. 

As a senior, Vavrek went double-gold. She defended her high hurdle title and added the 
lows. which was an event she didn't compete in often early in her career. She was a four-time 
placer in the high jump. Vavrck's personal-best time of 1453 had been the valley's all-time 
best. 

Along wi!h her state success, Vavrek was a four-time OVAC high hurdle champion. All 
told, she won or played a role in 11 conference track titles and helped the Big Reds claim 
two team crowns. 

Vavrek was also a standout in volleyball. She was chosen as AII-OVAC and played in both 
the DislJ'ict 12 and OVAC All-Star Garnes. 

Vavrck was named the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Female Athlete of the Year for 2002. 
With opportunities IO run track or play hoops, Vavrek elected IO continue her roundball 

career at Kent State University. She was a four-year player for the Flashes and started in 22 
games during her career. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Fonner Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this conference plays in the lives of the member 
schools' student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded
icated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame 
is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and 
motivate today's athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success." 
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Ross Stoltz (OVAC Contributor) 
Ross Stoltr. (Naponee High School (Nebraska). Class of 1965). He 

has been a true friend and supporter of the conference. most evident 
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC McDonald"s All-Star Band which 
entertains the crowd during pregame and halftime at thc annual OVAC 
Rudy Mumlcy AII-Sw Football Game each July. The band features 
some of the best musicians horn schools throughout the conference who 
come together for a week prior to the game and never d,sappoinl with a 
spectacular performance. 

Under Stoltz' leadership. McDonald's also is a sponsor of the OVAC 
Kick-Off Classic; the West Virginia "Super Six" Stale Football Championships which have 
become a fixture at Wheeling Island Stadium; and has a strong local involvement with many 
area schools including band sponsor5hips, stadium banners, scoreboards and yearbooks as 
well as donating to area track meets and baseball events. 

McDonald's is also a yearly sponsor of the highly regarded "Beast of the East" suwmmer 
baseball tournament which has become a summertime staple in the Ohio Valley; a major 
sponsor of the area's professional hockey team - the Wheeling Nailer;; an donates annually 
to the local YMCA. 

Stoltz per;onally presents local nominations to athletes for the prestigious McDonald's 
High School All-American Classic. 
. H~ began his career with McDonald's in I 965 as a 17 ,ycar old crew member. After serv• 
mg m the U.S. Army (1967-70) and attending the Univcr.ity of Nebraska (Class of 1973), 
he returned to McDonald's in various capacities starting in I 974 and since 1996 has been 
the Owner/Operator of 10 McDonald's restaurants throughout the Ohio Valley (Barnesville, 
Belmont, Elm Grove, Martins Ferry, Moundsville, St.Clairsville, Triadelphia, Warwood and 
Woodsfield). 
. Stoltz has received the Golden Arch Award. the McDonald's Corporation·, highest rccog

n111on for an Owner/Operator that recognizes a focus on customer service, outstanding food 
quality and restaurant operations, and exceptional contributions to the local community. 
. He's a board member of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Morgantown; a long
ume sponsor for McDonald's MAC Grants for Teacher. program; and provides extensive 
support to local schools. 

Dave Caldwell (Coaches) 
Dove Caldwell (Beallsville High School, Class of 1973). He proved the 

theory of "the little engine that could" by achieving a tremendous amount 
of success coaching football and one of the smallest schools around, 
compiling a record of 196-102-1 during his 29 years as head coach of 
his alma mater. 

Caldwell began his coaching career as an assistant at Caldwell High 
under Mike Devol and then returned "home" to Beallsville where he 
assisted J.B. Majors for two seasons (1981-82) . He was elevated to the 
head coaching post in 1993 and held that job until retiring in 2011. 

Under Caldwell's guidance, the Blue Devils won six Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Class A championships (1988, 1992. 1994, 2000, 2006 and 2011) and 
six Pioneer Valley Conference titles. Beallsville reached !he OHSAA playoffs eight times 
(1994, 1999, 2000, 2005. 2006, 2007, 2008, 2001) and poslCd a playoff record of 5-8. That 
included a run to the Division VI, Region 23 championship and a spot in the state semifinals 
in 1994 and a career-capping 10-3 season in 2011 when BHS advanced to the D-VI Region 
23 title contest. • 

Caldwell was tabbed "Coach of the Year" in the Eastern District and PVC multiple times 
and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumlcy All-SW Football Game five times (1989, 1993, 
2001, 2005 and 2009) with a 2-3 record in the mid-summer classic. 

Caldwell, who made a brief coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah in 2014, also 
assisted in basketball and track during his time at Beallsville. 

As an athlete, he was a three-sport performer at Beallsville High School (football, basket
ball and track), playing on the school's first unbeaten football team in 1972. He went on to 
play football for four years at Muskingum College, earning his degree there in 1977 and later 
obtaining a maslCr's degree fiom Salem Univcr.ity. 

Arthur 'Butch' Joseph (OVAC Family) 
Arlluu "Bukh" Jo,eph (Bellaire High School. Class of 1963). When 

the conference needs to keep things "running" in the fall or the spring, 
Joseph has been the go-to guy for many years as a member of the OVAC 
Track and Cross Country committees, serving as co-chairman of the track 
committee with his wife, Donna, an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007. 

A veteran of the United States Air Force who served during the Vietnam 
War, he started officiating local track meets m the early 1970s and began 
hi~ association with the OVAC in the late 1980s, assisting Floyd Deaton 
with the OVAC Volleyball Championships and being responsible for com• 
piling the weekly conference standings in that sport. 

Joseph has been an integral part of the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships dating back 
to the days when~ small_ school divisions were contested at Shadyside's Fleming Field, and 
he also assisted with the big school meets at Bellaire's Nelson Field either behind the scenes 
or as an on-track official, 

It was Joseph"s vision to convert thc OVAC Track Championships to their current format. 
It was his desire to have the best athletes, regardless of class, compete against one-another 
m an overall championship meet, which is how the event has been contested since 20 l O at 
St. Clair.ville High. 

Jo5:Cp~ has al".° ~n the man behind the computer responsible for the pre-event preparation 
and llmmg/sconng at the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Country Championships on the campus of 
Meadowbrook High School in Byesville for more than I 5 years. 

Alona: with his wife, Joseph received the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Service award in 1997. 

Jeff Harrison (Medial 
Jeff Harrison (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1977). He has 

been a member of the sports media for 35 years and counting, including 
the last 17 al The D81ly Jeffer.oman in Carnbndge where he has been the 
Sports Editor since 2007. Prior to that, he spent 18 years al The Times 
Leader in Martins Ferry. 

He originated the concept of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall 
of Fame in 2004; is a member of the selection comrmttee and in charge of 
producing the program for that event. He's also a member of the OVAC 
Softball Commirtec and OVAC Coach of the Year Selection Committee 
and previously handled publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Sw 
Football Game for seven years, 

Harrison was also the catalyst behind the formation of the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame m 2008, serving as Chairman of the Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee and handling pubhc1ty since that time; and is a member of the Martms Ferry 
High School Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, serving as the primary researcher/biographer 
for that group. 

He is a member of The Associated Press East Distnct Selection Committee for footba!V 
boys' basketball/girls' basketball, serving as chairman sine<: 2009; an AP state poll voter; 
a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association Media Advisory Committee and 
a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. He was the 2006 recipient of the 
Eastern Ohio lnter.cholastic Athletic Administrators Association's Media Award • District 
12"s selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Honor in 
2015 and has won several OPSWA writing contest awards. 

Harrison. who atten~cd Ohio University Eastern and currently resides in Byesville, 
authored the book Holding Court: The Gene Ford Story (2005), thc biography of the legend
ary Cambridge High School boys' basketball coach. 

He_ also served as public address announcer at several venues over the years, including 
Maruns Ferry football and boys' basketball, Meadowbrook girls' basketball and the District 
12 AII-Sw Basketball Classic; and w~ a youth baseball/softball coach for 22 years in the 
Maruns Ferry C1v1cs Athletic Assoc1at1on and the Guernsey Valley Baseball Association. 

Terry Leggett (Coaches) 
nrry uggett (Midvale High School. Class of 1965). The ultra-successful 

Leggett began his coaching career as an assistant at Skyvue High School 
and then was head coach there for two seasons (1973-74 and '74-75). 

He went to old Zane Trace High School for the next two years ( '75-76 
and '76-77) and when that school consolidated with Madison High to be· 
come Buckeye Trail, Leggett was named the school's first coach. 

Hi_s initial Warrior squad (1977-78) accomplished a remarkable feat, 
posting a perfect 18-0 regular season (21-1 overall) and winning the 
OVAC Class A championship, sectional and district titles and finishing 
runner-up in the regional, losing a 43-42 hcartbrealcer to Indian Valley 
South. 

During his 12 years at Trail (he called ii quits following the 1988-89 season), the Warriors 
never had a losing season and amassed an incredible 225,50 record. That included two trips 
to the OHSAA Class A "Final Four" -- his 1982-83 team went 25-1 and the 1986-86 team 
tumed things around after a 4-5 start to make the state semifinals and finish 20-7. 
Leggett-coached Trail teams won nine sectional titles, five district crowns and two regional 

championships and he was named UPI Class A Ohio "Co-Coach of the Year" in 1983. His 
teams won OVAC titles four straight years ('78, '79, '80 and '81) and were state-ranked si• 
times. He was named overall OVAC "Coach of the Year" in 1978 and was also a four-time 
District 12 •·coach of the Year" honoree. All told, his teams compiled a 268-92 record in 16 
seasons. 
He coached in the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic three times and was an assistant coach 

in the Ohio North-South All-SW Game once. 
A graduate of Findlay College, he served as an Eastern District Board member and was the 

Game Director of the District 12 Basketball All-Star Game for many years. He also served 
on the Rules Interpretation Committee of the OHSAA. 
Inducted into the school's Athletic Hall ofFame in 1997, Leggett was also a physical educa
tion teacher and athletic director during his days at Buckeye Trail . He passed away in 2009. 
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Roger Sowers (Official) 

Rog1r Sow1rs (Roseville High School, Class of 1952). He spent a num• 
ber of years in various roles- coach, athletic director, guidance counselor, 
principal and instructor - but Sowers is probably best known as a long• 
ume basketball official. 

Sowers, who spent more than 30 years in education, began as a bas• 
kctball coach, serving four years as head coach at Pleasant City High 
and seven years at Barnesville Hagh, posting a combined 130-99 record. 

He officiated his first varsity basketball game in 1959, and became a 
full-time referee in 1968 once his coaching days were over. He worted 
40 years over five decades. including nearly a quarter of a century as a tournament official 
at the sectional, district and regional levels. 

He was a charter member of the East Central Ohio Officials Association in the Cambridge 
an::a, serving as president, rules interpreler and on the executive board over the years. He 
also served as president of the Ohio Association of Basketball Officials. 

Sowers. who also officiated at the colleiie level an the Ohio Athletic Conference. spent 
20-plus years leaching a basketball officiating course at Ohio University Eastern, with sev
eral of his former students later becoming high school and college officials, 

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Association's Officials Hall of Fame 
in 1995; received a Distmguished Service Award from the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association and a Meritorious Award from the OHSAA in 1998 for 40 years of service , 
The Roger Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000, with the 
yearly recipient a Barnesville High senior planning to attend Ohio University Eastern and 
major in education. 

A Crooksville native, he earned a bachelor's degree from Marietta College where he was 
a four-year lctlerman in baseball and a one-year letterman in basketball, and oblained his 
mas1er's degree from West Virginia University. 

William 'Catfish' Hearst (19SOs Athlete) 
William "Catfish" Htarsl (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959).Thc 

first sprin1er in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. to brcalc the SO-second bamcr 
at 440 yards, he was dominant at the quarter mile, which he didn't start 
running until his junior season, and 220 yards while also competitive in 
the 100 and long jump. 

As a senior, he was unbca1en in the 440 with wins at the W.Va. Regional 
and state meets- a repeat title the one-class OVAC meet where he 
was top scorer, the Bellaire, Toronto, Wellsburg and Mansfield Relays, 
and was one of only two Ohio Valley athletes to ever win an individual 
event at the most prestigious Midwest invitational meet. His 49.6 mark 
at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-SO-second clocking, and he time and all-time best 
49.1 at the W.Va. regional meet. At the one-class state meet, he repeated as 440 champion 
with a record 49 .S mark and also won the 220 with a record-tying 22.1 time. As a JUntor, he 
won the stale 440 in SO.OS seconds. 

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event featuring athletes from three states and 
won by a Paul Warfield-led Warren Harding learn. Hearst won the 100 (10.0), was second in 
the 220 and won the 440 (49 .6) with two meet records 

A two-time All-Valley Track honoree at 100, 220 and 440, the Wellsburg Express was 
selected captain as a senior and noted as "the greatest quarter-miler produced in these parts.". 

Hearst also was a four-year football and three year basketball player and competed in the 
1959 W.Va.-Ohio All-Star football game won by W.Va., 7-6. 

He attended W, Va, State and also served in the U.S.Anny during the Vietnam War. After 
relurning home, he was a long-tame coach of the Ohao Valley Track Club, a certified track 
official and helped coach at Bethany College. An annual Memorial Scholarship in has name 
is presented each year at Brooke High. 

Hearst passed away in 2002. 
He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64. +--------------------------------1--------------------------:::::::::::::-+ 

Roger Alford (1960s Athlete) Bill Gompers (t940s Athlete} 
Bill Gom~rs (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1945) .He was 

an honored running back on two top Maroon Knight football teams and 
also lettered on two state Catholic Tournament championship basketball 
teams . 

A two-time selection on the fivc•tcarn All•City football honor roll, the 
two-way standout helped Central wan the 1943 City Championship with 
a 9-1 regular season record before the Knights competed in a post,season 
Stccl Bowl contest won. 20-19 by Rochester_ 

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition. he was team co
captain on a 6-3 I record Knight squad. 

In basketball, Gompers competed on two 1eams which extended the Knights' streak to 
five consecutive W,Va Catholic Tournament championships.The 1944 team went 22•3 in 
regular season and Catholic Tournament play before the Knights won two of three games in 
the Eastern States Catholic Tournament. That 1eam was coached by charter OVAC Hall of 
Fame coach Jim Foti. 

Both Gompers and Foti were among inductees into the charter Wheeling Central High 
School SportS Hall of Fame. 

During Gompers· senior season, the 6-foot• l . I SO-pound back was offered football schol• 
arships at several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he lettered for three seasons 
and played both ways on two Irish tcarns proclaimed as National Champions • 1946 (8-0-1 
record) and 1947 (9-0), which was led by Hcisman Trophy winner Johnny Lujack. Gompers, 
cited as a top blocker. averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He played in the 1946 scoreless tic vs. 
Anny which was labeled the .. Game of the Century." 

Gompers was selected to play on the College All-Star team which played the NFL cham
pions. the Chicago Cardinals, in a post-season game. 

Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pm All-American Football Conference, he played both 
ways for one season as the learn bowed to the Cleveland Browns in the championship game. 

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlete) 
Tom "Knu11" Franckhaustr (Steubenville Catholic Central High 

School, Class of 1955).Thc 6-foot, 195-pound offensive end-defensive 
back was the leading scorer as a senior on a 9-1 record Crusader team, the 
school's best record since 1946. He landed nine touchdown passes high 
for that era • and returned three pass in1erccptions for scores. His best 
output was in a 45-<i win over Wellsville when he scored on an 8 I-yard 
TD reception and returned two mterccpt1ons for 57 and 69-yard scores. 

An All-Valley and AII-Eas1ern Ohio honoree, he competed in the 
Ohio-W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio. 31 -20. 

He accepted a scholarship to Purdue University where he lettered three 
years and started as a junior and senior as the leam's leading pass receiver. He was named 
team MVP as a senior. He helped the Boilermakers upset the nation's No. I ranked learn, 
Michigan Statc, in 1957 A second team All-Big Ten honoree as a senior, he played in 17 
career games with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs . 

He was the 33rd overall sclcctJon in the 19S9 NFL Draft !hard round by the Los Angeles 
Rams. In his rook1c season, the comcrback had three interceptions. 

In I 960, he was selcctcd by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft and became 
the first Cowboy 10 carry the ball by returning the opening kickoff in the inaugural regular 
season game. 

After two years with the Cowboys, he capped has five-year, 58-garne pro career wath a two 
year stint on the Minnesota Vikings He was forced to retire an I 964 after suffering a brain 
injury during a tackle in a training camp scrimmage. He had 13 career interceptions. 

A fm;t cousin of OVAC Hall of Famer Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997. 

Rog1r Alford (Winlersvillc High School, Class of 1962). He was a 
racial pioneer at West Virginia University and the South.cm Conference 
after a three-sport c=er at old Wintersville High. 

Alford competed in football. basketball and track for the Golden 
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Keltlewell as "one 
of the two best foo1ball players I coached" along with OVAC Hall of 
Farner Alan Jack. who later starred at Ohio State Unaversaty. 

In football, the S-foot-10, 225-pound taclclc was AII-OVAC Class 
AA, All-Valley "Big School" first team. and All-Eastern Ohio fm;t learn 
all-<:lass selection 

The Mountaineers broke the "color barrier" an 1962 when they recruited Alford and 
fullback Dick l.A:ftridge of Hanton, W.Va .. the first African•Amcricans to wear a WVU 
football uniform. After playing on the freshman team, Alford lettered three varsity seasons 
and started the last two as an offensive guard. He was named to the 1960-69 All-Decade 
Team at WVU. 

In 1999. he was inducted postumously into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. 
He was the fourth Alford brother to attend college and play football. His brother Bob co

caplained the Kent State team in 1961. Roger earned four degrees from WVU. completing 
his studies for bachelor's, master·s, physical therapy and dental degrees. He was a dentist in 
Detroit when he died in 1996. 

Alford was a starter in at least three memorable WVU games - the 63-48 win over Pin in 
196S; the 28-27 upset win over No. 9 Syracuse in 1964; and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl 
game vs. Utah in Atlantic City. 

Dick Tomlinson (t960s Athlete) 
Dkk Tomlinson (Wheeling High School, Class of 1961). He was a 

6-foot-S, 210-pound three-sport standout who was a rare two-year "Big" 
all-class, first team All-State basketball honoree; state and OVAC track 
star with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 100-yard 
sprint); and football quarterback. He earned a basketball scholarship to 
the University of Florida and set a school game point record. 
At old Wheeling High, he competed in basketball, football and track for 
three years and also golf as a senior. 
In basketball, besides being a two-time .,Big" all-<:lass and Class AAA 
all-stater, he was twice caplain of both the OVAC largest Class AAA 
and the five-school All-Caty honor rolls. He averaged 23 points a game both as a junior and 
senior - the top marlcs in the city and OVACClass AAA.As a senior and team caplain, he led 
the Wildcats to sectional and regional titles and into the stale tournament before bowing to 
Beclcley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals. He earned All-Tournament honors. 
In track. the senior team caplain won the state one-class shot put (51-4 112) and placed 4th in 
the 100-yard dash, He was second in the shot put as a junior. 
Tomhnson was All-Valley both in sprints and weights. At the OVAC meet, he won the shot 
pul (51 -5 3/8) and placed second in the JOO and third at 220 yards. 
In football. the rangy quarterback was tcam C<>•captain and learn MVP as a senior. He earned 
All-City two years and was selected captain as a senior. He rated mention on the AII-OVAC 
and All-State Class AAA two years. As a senior, he led the Wildcats to their fourth straight 
City title and 6-3-1 record including an 18-14 upset of eventual state Class AAA champion 
Weir, the only loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of 
Farner Bob Kelley. 
At the University of Florida, after playing on the freshman basketball team, he started three 
varsity seasons and played in 72 games with 863 points and 529 rebounds while shooting 
49.2% from the Hoor and 73.2% at the line. 
As a junior, he set Gator school records with 44 points including 19 goals in a win over 
Tampa. The 44-points currently ranks No. 2 all-time in school history. As a senior, he aver• 
aged 12.9 points and 7. I rebounds. 
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Gary Repella (1970s Athlete) 

Gary Rtpelilf (Sleubenvillc High School. Class of 1970). He enjoyed 
stellar careers m basketball. baseball and football for the Big Red. 

It was in hoops that led to a collegiate scholarship as Ohio State 
coaching legend Fred Taylor mked the talented 6-3 guard, one year after 
landing St. John Central star Allan Homyak 

Repella helped lead Steubenville to a 23-1 mark as a senior as Big 
Red, under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Wan. claimed the OVAC Class 
AAA championship. He averaged 18.1 points per game in becoming 
the district player-of-the-year while being named first-team All-Ohio. 

Repella was ~ two lime All-Valley "Big School" and AII-OVAC honoroc. He scored in 
do~ble figures in eve_ry _game as a senior for the well balanced Big Red. He averaged 15 
pomts per game as a Junior. 

He was also a gem on the diamond. starting for three seasons. The slick-fielding second base
man helped StcubcnV11lc wm the OVAC btle in !us senior season of 1968 with a 22•7• I mark. 

In his final campaign, he baned 357 on the strength of 35 hits whllc being named first 
team All, Valley. There was no AII-OVAC team at that time. 

Rcpella was selected lo play in the Ohio All- Star Game in Columbus, which also signi
fied All-Stale honors. He was also a key performer for the Steubenville Legion team which 
earned a berth in the state tournament in Athens. 

Repclla was a two-year starter in football at Stcubenv,lle. As a senior, he directed the 
ground-oriented Big Red to a 7-2-1 record, tying powerhouse Massillon. He completed 
30-of-64 passes for 517 yards and five TDs that fall 

After graduating from Steubenville High, Repella took his versatile talents to Columbus 
to play basketball at OSU. 

The NCAA had a rule m place prohibiting freshmen to play on the varsity squad, but 
Re~ll• made the most of his time with the Buckeyes' fro1h, leading the team with a 19.2 
sconng ave(age. A back /njury slo_wed_ his.sophomore campaign whc~ he started two games 
and played 1n 15. He tallied 10 points 1n his first star1 that season against Butler. As a junior. 
he served as a backup to Homyak, a three tJ.mc first•lcam All-Big Ten honoree. 

Repclla became a full-time starter as a senior. and he was second on the team with 59 
assists while averaging 7.6 points a game. with a high game of 19 points. He played in 23 
of 24 games and started 19 as a two-guard. 

He still resides in Sleubenville, serving the city for many years as law director. His daugh
ter, Liz, was a 2.000-point hoop scorer for Big Red before starring at WVU. 

Chris Jones (lltllOsAthlete) 
Chris Jones (John Marshall High School, Class of I 982) Bob 

Montgomery has authored a legendary career as the longtime head base
ball coach at John Marshall. In his four-plus decades at the Monarch helm, 
he has garnered nearly 900 wins, so when he says Chns Jones is the "best 
high school player I've coached," it has impact. The talenled righthandcr 
who also yielded a potent bat. has the stats to back up that statement. • 

In his three years on the Monarchs' mound, Jones recorded an amazing 
30-3 pitching mark. Two of his setbacks were shutout defeats. He helped 
1M capture three successive OVAC 4A titles ( 1980-82) while compiling a 
brilliant 84-1 S-1 record. 

Jones started his JM career on a high note, compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as a sophomore 
as Montgomery's charges won an amazing 31 of 33 starts. Jones was accorded second-team 
all-Valley's honors that spring. 

He ~scd his level of play even more as a junior, dazzling both as a hurler and a hitter as JM 
compiled a _stellar 25-4 mark. ~t the plate, Jones _led the valley with a smoking 50() batting 
average. going 46-of-92 with eight doubles, six triples, thtcc homers and 31 RBI while scor
ing 26 runs. As a pileher. he won 10 of 11 decisions. striking out 122 in 78 innings of work. 
He had a minisculc 1.62 ERA while walking just 31 batters. He earned first-team, all-stale, 
all-Valley and all-OVAC plaudits that spring. 

Jones was just as dominating as a senior, helping JM garner a 28-9-1 record. He struck out 
171 batters in 97 innings of work. He was 11-2 on the mound with a 1 .61 ERA. He baned .393 
with 44 hits and an Ohio Valley-leading eight home runs. He knocked in 37 runs and scored 32 
mofe. He bla5:lcd six triples and two doubles. ~e. v:-as named co-captain of the all-Valley team 
whtle also berng named first-team all-West Virginia. all-OVAC and all-Mountaineer League. 

Jones also sparkled on the gridiron as a senior, earning honorable menlion all-OVAC honors 
as a defensive back. 
. The Ohio State University won the recruiting battle for the talented Monarch. Jones was 
m the Buckeyes' starting rotation as a sophomore and junior, going 8-8 with 134 strikeouts. 
The Toronto Blue Jays drafted him in the fourth round after his junior year. He pitched sevens 
seasons in the minors, reaching the Class AAA level. 

Scot Maffe (1980s Athlete) 
Scot Maff• (Bellaire High School, Class of 1985). Be it football, bas

ketball or baseball, Maffe delivered in quality fashion for the Big Reds. 
Although equally productive in all three spons, baseball was his linch

pin. After his stellar Big Reds" diamond career, he matriculated to Ohio 
University where he played baseball three years for the Athens-based 
Bobcats, lettering 1wice. 

Maffc was a four-year letterwinner in baseball at Bellaire. earning a 
myriad of honors after establishing a host of school records. When he 
completed his B1g Reds· career. he owned the following baseball records: 
!cason at-bats (105). career singles (85). doubles in a game (3). triples 
1n a game (2). ~I in a g~ (6), career runs (95), stolen bases in a game (4), season (33) 
and career (55); rnnrngs pitched season (76), career (202) and pitching wins season (12), 
career (26). 

He was a first-team all-OVAC, all-District and all<Valley honoree in all three spons as a 
senior. He was also selected to play in all three OVAC All-Star games. 

Maffe was a two-year starlcr at quarterback for Coach John Magistro in football. He was 
special mention all-Ohio as a senior along with first team all Eastern District and all-OVAC 
He was also the Big Reds' captain. 

Maffc was a slick and savvy point guard for Coach Gene Ammirante on the hardwood, 
earnmg honorable mention all-OVAC as a junior and first team honors as a senior, 

Ttic three-year hoop lcttcrwinner was_ a second learn all-Valley honoree as a junior. He 
cnJoyed a banner senior campaign, earning first- team all-OVAC, all-District and all-Valley 
honors while also being a special mention all-Ohio honoree. 

Jami Bendle (1990s Athlete) 
,!ami Bendu (Edison High School. Class of 1994). This former 

Wildcat ace was absolutely dominant in the piiching circle throughout 
her prep and collegiate careers. 

Her pitching stats were simply mind-boggling. Bendle finished with 
an 86-14 career record, which was an Ohio Valley record at the time of 
her _grad~tion. She worked 649 innings, while recording 780 strikeouts 
agamst JUst ISO career walks. She allowed only 257 hits. Those stats 
certainly weren't hollow either. as they translated to thtcc OVAC titles. 
three sectional crowns, three district titles and a pair of trips to the Ohio 
State Tournament. 

As_a senior, which was the first year of the Edison Local consolidation. Bendle's work in 
the circle helped the Wildcats reach the Division I regional tournament with a 29-0 record. 
She defeated Upper Arlington, while throwing a no-hitter, in the semifinals. Their quest for 
return trip 10 state came up short against Westerville South. 

During her junior season, Bendle guided Edison South to the Division TI stale final where 
it fell, 6-1. to Tallmadge. As a sophomore, Edison Soulh advanced to the state semifinals 
behind Bondie's right arm before falling to LaGrange Keystone, 4,2. 

Bendle's accomplishments didn't go unnoticed. She was named all-OVAC four times and 
twice earned conference player of the year. She was twice named to the imt-learn all-Ohio 
squad and once to the second-team all-stale unit. She was a four-time all-Eastern District pick 
and four-year member of the all River Valley League team 

Bcndle's prep prominence earned her the right to pileh at the Division I level. She attended 
East Carolina Univ~rsity, helping_th~ Pirates to win three consecutive Big South titles. She 
was first -team all Btg South as a Junior and second-team as a senior. 

While earning four letters at ECU, Bendle led the learn in wins and strilccouts for three 
straight seasons. She had 27 victories in 1997 and also had 32 complete games that season. 
She finished at ECU ranked ~c'?nd in_ school history i~ games pitched (136), games started 
(118), complele_games (92), innings pitched (755). stnkcouts (328). wins (79) and shutouts 
(27). She ~mptled a I .86 earned run average, which ranked fourth in school history. Also 
a standout 1n the classroom. Bendle earned Academic All-American district honors in 1998. 

Mike Snively (1990s Athlete) 
Mw SPiint:, (River High School, Class of 1992). There wasn't a sport 

or season where this former Pilot didn't leave a lasting mark as he earned 
all-state status in three sports. 

Playing for his father and fellow OVAC Hall of Farner, Terry, m foot• 
ball, Snively finished his career with 5,192 yards and 43 touchdowns.As 
a semor, he threw for 2,153 of those yards and 16 touchdowns. He also 
handled the kicking and punting duties, posting 11 PATs and a punting 
average of 363 yards. 

During his junior season, he passed for 1,639 yards and 11 touch
downs. He also had 33 tackles from hlS safety spot that season. 

During his career, Snively was named first team all-Ohio as a senior and second,team as 
a junior. He was also first-team all-OVAC, all-Eastern District and all-Valley. He was also 
an all-district pick as a sophomore as well. 

Snively played in the OVAC All,Slar Game where he was voled a team captain. 
When the win_ter rolled around, Snively didn't slow down. On the basketball court, he 

scored I ,415 points and knocked down 214 earccr three-point goals, which was an Ohio 
Valley record when he graduated, As a senior, Snively led the Ohio Valley with 74 three 
point goals. He scored S 14 points during his senior season en route to third-team all-Ohio. 
first•te~ ~1-Eas~rn District, ~ll-Valley._all-District 12 and all-OVAC co-captaincy 

~s a JUntor, Snively poured m 22.4 pornts a contest to go along with 7. I rebounds. three 
asststs and 23 steals. He connected on 71 three point goals that season en route to honorable 
mention all-Ohio, first:team all-Eastern Di~trict, all-OVAC and all-Valley. 
. As a sophomore, Snively scored 17.9 points a game and had an outing where he knocked 
1n 10 bonus goals, which is SIii! a River High record. 

In the sp!'ng. S!'ively s_hined at shortstop and pitcher for the Pilots. He finished his career 
as a .377 hitter with 97 hits, 64 RBI _and seven home runs. As a senior, Snively baned .61 7. 
which was an OVAC record at the lime. He posled a S-3 record on the mound with a 1.63 
earned nm average. He struck out 30 and walked 10 in SI innings of work. 

~mvely was a first-learn all-state selection as a senior and played in the prestigious 
M1zu~o~II-Star Game. He was the OVAC Class 3A Player of the Year along with all-East
ern ~1stnct. all-Valley and all-EOBL. He balled .409 as a junior was all-OVAC. all-Eastern 
Dl5tnct and all-EOBL. 

After his prep career, Snively attended Glenville State College to play football and bas
ketball. He later coached at Glenville and was the interim head basketball coach at Bluefield 
Stale College where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA at 24 years old. He also 
coached women's basketball, women's tennis and softball at Bluefield. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Nate Davis (Athlete - 2000s) 

Nau Dallis (Bellaire High School, Class of 2006) -- It didn't mattcr the 
sport or season because this former Big Reds' standout just got it done. 

A four-year lcttcrman in basketball and a three-year letterman in foot
ball, Davis re-wrote the Big Reds record books in both sports. 

As a basketball player. Davis did it both on the inside and outside for 
Gene Ammirantc 'steam. After helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA 
Division llI State Tournament in 2004, Davis led the Big Reds back to the 
regional in 2005 and to an undefeated regular season in 2006. 

He finished his prep career with 2.562 points, which ranks ninth in 
Ohio history. Davis did much more than score the ball, however, as he 
also grabbed 1,175 rebounds, which ranks seventh in the Buckeye State, and he passed out 
more than 500 assists. 

During his senior campaign, Davis averaged 38.9 points a contest en route to first-team 
all-Ohio accolades. He was a finalist for Mr. Basketball and was the Eastern District, District 
12 and OVAC Class 3A player of the year. He took part in both the Ohio North-South and 
Ohio-Kentucky All-Star games. 

On the football field, Davis was just as impressive for Coach John Magistro 's team. 
In his career, Davis completed 454-of-925 passes for 7,345 yards and 81 touchdowns. As 

a sophomore, Davis guided the Big Reds to the Division IV state semifinals, throwing for 
2,296 yards and 22 touchdowns. 

The Big Reds returned to the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2,740 yards 
and 35 touchdowns. 

Davis was Ohio's Division IV Offensive Player of the Year as a senior. He was a first-team 
all-Ohioan as both a junior and senior and earned second-team accolades as a sophomore. 
He was first-team all-OVAC three times and took part in both the Ohio North-South and 
OVAC All-Star games. 

Along with his football and basketball prowess, Davis also lettered in baseball. He helped 
lead the Big Reds to the regional championship in 2003 when he was the club's every day 
catcher. 

As a senior, Davis went out for track and won the OVAC discus title with a toss of 140 
ft., 9 in. 

Davis inked a scholaiship to Ball State University and won the starting quarterback job as 
a true freshman. All told. he spent three seasons as the Cardinals' starting quarterback before 
announcing he'd forego his senior season to enter the NFL Draft. 

At Ball State, Davis passed for 9,233 yards and 74 touchdownsllc was named the Mid 
American Conference's Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first-team all-MAC 
selection. He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State team MVP both 
as a sophomore and junior. 

As a junior. he led the Cardinals to a 12-0 record and berth in the MAC Championship 
Game. 

After opting to enter the draft, Davis was selected in the fifth round by the San Francisco 
49crs. He made the team as a rookie. He was released and later signed lo the team's practice 
squad in 2010. He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks, but has spent the last 
several seasons in an indoor league in Texas, playing for the Amarillo Venom. 

Davis becomes the second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame. His brother. 
Jose, was inducted in 2007. 
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April Rotilio (Athlete - 2000s) 
April Rotilio, SI. John Central (Class of 2006) - Speed was the name 

of the game for this former Lady Irish track and field standout. 
Rotilio is one of the area's most decorated track and field competitors, 

having compiled a whopping 12 medals as the OHSAA state meet. 
The premier event in Rotilio 's career was the 400 meter dash. She 

placed four times at the state meet, including earning gold as both a 
junior and senior. As a senior, she needed a furious kick in the final 
100 meters to win the title in a school-record time of 5609. Along with 
the two golds. Rotilio also earned a silver in the lap dash in 2004 and a 
fourth place in 2003. 

Her speed was limited to the 400, however. She was twice a bronze medalist in the 100 
meter dash and once a bronze medalist in the 200. She briefly owned the Division Ill state 
record in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC title in 24.87. She owns the SJC 
record (12.12) in the 100 meters, too. 

Rotilio 's third state title came when she anchored the 4x2 team in 2006. 
Along with her state prowess. Rotilio set the regional record in the 400 meter dash and 

also won l l OVAC event titles as she led her teams lo four consecutive conference cham
pionships. The Lady Irish finished as Division III state runncrup twice during her career. 

Along with the outdoor success she enjoyed, Rotilio was the 400 meter indoor state run
nerup in 2006. 

After her prep career, Rotilio competed at West Virginia University, earning all-American 
honors twice during the indoor campaign. 

She was a member of the Mountaineers' Distance Medley Relay, which achieved the 
honor at the nationals along with a 4x4 team that scored in the NCAA Championship Meet. 

As an individual with the Mountaineers, Rotilio still owns a pair of school records. She 
set the indoor and outdoor 400 meter dash benchmarks in 54.29 and 52.71, respectively. 

Rotilio also earned Academic All-American honors during her career in Morgantown. 
Before concentrating fully on track at St. John, Rotilio lettered twice in basketball. 

Earl Haberfield (OVAC 'Contributor') 
Earl HOM,fuld (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 

1954). He originated the OVAC Basketball Classic - the Ohio vs. West 
Virginia all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A. Mumlcy All-Star 
Basketball Classic - serving as the game director for the first live years of 
the event and as an active committee member for several years. 

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game 
in 1984 - an award renamed in his honor as the OVAC Earl Habcrficld 
Coaches Award. 

Haberfield's coaching career included several stops - both inside and 
outside the OVAC - and concluded with 382 c.u-ccr victories. 

He coached nine years al his alma mater Wheeling Central - winning five W. Va. Class 
AA Catholic Championships. In 1963, the Maroon Knights were undefeated: ranked No. I m 
the all-division W. Va. State rankings and were the OVAC AAA champions. 

Habcrfield coached two yea,s at Bishop Donahue, leading the Bishops lo the 1969 W. 
Va. Class A Catholic Championship; three ycais at Warren Local High, named Tri-Valley 
Conference Coach of the Year in 1970; one year at Crooksville, leading the Ceramics to the 
Ohio Class A Regional: five years at Wintersville. engineering a rebuilding of that program. 
and two yea,s at Meadowbrook, leading the Colts lo their best two-year won/loss record up 
to that point. 1---------------------------------1 Outside the OVAC, he coached at Vanlue and Amherst Marion Steele. 

Ron White (OVAC 'Family') 
Ron White (Springfield Local High School, Class of 1966). A member of 
the OVAC Executive Board for many years, his "baby" for 23 yea,s was 
one of the conference showcase events-the OVAC Banquet of Champions. 

White served as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more 
than 700 ancndces honoring 75 championship teams, SO scholarship win
ners and the conference coach of the year presentation. 

White is also an integral part of the conference in basketball, serving as 
the assistant basketball commissioner for nine years and then being named 
the successor to the late John Howell as basketball commissioner beginning 
with the 2016-17 school year. He's also spent many yca,s on the OVAC Rudy 
Mumlcy All-Star Football Game Committee. 

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, working on 
lhc couns in both Ohio and West Virginia for 30 yeais. He officiated five state tournaments in 
West Virginia and drew seven regional assignments in Ohio. 

White is also a well-respected track official, serving primarily as a start.er and working at 
both the high school (Ohio and West Virginia) and collegiate levels (MEC and PSAC). He 
received the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track Service Award in 2009. A 1971 graduate of 
West Liberty State College who later obtained his master's degree from West Virginia Univer
sity, he was an educator/athletic director/coach in the Buckeye Local School District and was 
responsible for starting the track program at old Buckeye South High School. 

White, who spent 14 yea,s in the Ohio National Guard and now resides in Wheeling, is also 
involved with the West Virginia "Super Six" state football championships. 

He was also the co-founder of the District S Basketball Coach.cs Associalon All-Star Game in 
1978 and served as the president of Distnct 5 Iha! year. 

Habcrficld was awardod the Touchdown □ub of Morgantown Certificate of Merit in 1963, '64 
and '69 for contributions to West Vuprua athletics; was given honorary memberships to the Ohio 
District Basketball Coaches Associauons in Districts 3, Sand 12, rcc:civcd an OVAC Ccttificate or 
Rooognition for Exemplary Service in 1982, rccc,vcd the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club or 
the Upper Ohio Valley's Award for Outstanding Achievement in 1993; and was a ch:u1cr member 
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall offamc in 2017. 

Haberficld graduated from West Liberty Stale College m 1958 and was inducted into the 
West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996. A U.S. Navy veteran of the Korean War, he 
passed away in 2007. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Simonson (Media) 

John Simonson (Beallsvilte High School, Class of 1966). A multi
media veteran, he has worlced more than three decades in both radio and 
television covering football and boys• basketball games as a play-by-play 
announcer in the OVAC. 

Simonson is well-known for his research and prep wort( regarding athletes 
and coaches prior to the broadcasts, compiling results, series records, coach• 
ing records, player statistics and oLhcr noteworthy information. 

Known as the "Ohio Valley Sports Doctor", Simonson has served as an 
analyst for the WTOV T\/9 "Game of the Weck" and contributes to that 
station's high school football "playoff watch". 

He also had a weelcly sports talk show for 22 years on WWVA radio starting in 1988. While 
there, he earned the West Virginia Sportscaster of the Year award in 1997. 

Simonson has provided assistance over the years to both the OHSAA and WVSSAC foot
ball playoff computer ratings' groups. He was a recipienl of the East Ohio Interscholastic 
Athletic Administtacor's Media Award. 

He previously served as a voting member for the prestigious Heisman Trophy and many 
other awards including the Bear Bryan! Coach of the Year award; basketball's Naismith and 
Wooden awards; and is an official donor to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown where 
he has a lifetime membership. 

A graduate of West Liberty Scale College, he served two years in the U.S. Army; was a 
teacher at Wheeling Park High School for 31 years (retiring in 2002); and served on the 
Union Local Board of Education. 

Steve Kish, Jr. comciaJs) 
Steve Kish, Jr. (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1965). 
His list of assignments during a 40-year career as a wrestling official 

is impressive, headed by 28 OHSAA State Tournaments; five WVSSAC 
Stale Tournaments and 30 OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournaments. 
He also worl(ed the Medina Invitational 28 times and the Walsh Jesuit 
Tournament 20 times along with 10 Ohio Junior High School State 
Tournaments. 

Among his awards, Kish received the prestigious OVAC 'Mr. Mat' 
honor in 1989; was selected Ohio Official of the Year in 1997 and 2010; 
OVAC Official of the Year in 1997; and West Virginia Official or the 
Year in 1999. 

He was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the OHSAA 
Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the Medina Invitational Hall of Fame in 2003; and most 
recently into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame/Ohio Chapter in 2014. 

Kish, who retired as an official in 2014 but remains active as an OHSAA observer, currently 
serves as the coordinator or the OVAC Rudy Mumlcy All-Sw: Football Game·s 10-Year 
Reunion. 

Kish graduated from West Liberty State College with a bachelor's degree in Secondary 
Education in 1970 and received a master's degree in secondary education administration from 
West Virginia University in 1973. 

He retired after 43 years as an educator including 36 years as a school administrator. He 
taught English from 1969-76 and served as head wrestling coach at Martins Ferry for six 

1--------------------------------1 years (1970-76). His dual meet record was 33-16-1 with no losing seasons and he coached 13 
sectional champions, 10 district champions, 15 state qualifiers and two state place-winners. 
His teams won the 1970 and '73 district titles and he was named East District Coach of the 
Year in 1974. 

Jack Berger (Coaches) 
Jack B•rg•r (Shadyside High School, Class of 1944). He founded 

Shadyside track in 1961 and was the architect of the OVAC's all-time 
championship-winning boys· track program, coaching the Tigers 10 their 
first seven OVAC titles (all in Class AA in a thn:e-class formal) from 
1968-74 which started an OVAC record streak of 13 consecutive cham
pionships extended by his successor and former assistanc Tom Vichich. 

He was also a co-founder or the Interstate Track League, guiding Shadyside 
to seven straight league titles and a record 46 oonsccutivc dual meet victories. 

Berger led Shadyside to the school's first Ohio Class A District title in 
1971 and to the Shadyside Relays crowns in the first year of the event 
which he helped establish in 1972 and a runner-up finish in '73; two Belmont County Relays 
championships and runner-up finishes in the district and regional meets. 

He also coached the Tigers· football team from 1960-69, posting a 56-36-6 record. 
Shadyside won the OVAC Class A title in 1963 with a 7-1-2 record while other top record 
teams under Berger included 9-1 in 1968, 8-2 in 1966 and 7-3 in 1965. 

He was honored in Shadyside with "Jack Berger Day" on June 15, 1974. 

Bob Montgomery (Coaches) 
Bob Montgo=ry (Moundsville High School, Class of 1964). He was 

a fixture in the dugout for the Monarchs, serving 42 years as head base• 
ball coach and arnass,ng an impressive record of 869-,345 which ranks 
second in OVAC history behind Magnolia ·s Dave Cisar and third in West 
Virginia prep history behind John Lowery of Jefferson High and Ctsar. 

Montgomery coached teams won 24 sectional titles: made the regional 
finals 13 times and reached the Class AAA State Tournament five times, 
highlighted by the 1985 state championship where JM beat Huntington 
East, 8 7. in the title game. 

His teams captured seven OVAC playoff championships, reaching the 
conference playoffs 25 times. The Monarchs also captured seven regular season crowns and 
five playoff titles in the Mountaineer League from 1976-86. 

Montgomery, who rcllrcd following the 2017 season, coached 35 all-state players and 
more than 70 who played college baseball including OVAC Hall of Farner Chris Jones. He 
is a member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Association and !he American Baseball 
Coaches Assoc1auon 

He was selected as the OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year three times and the West Virginia 
Coach of the Year five times He also was honored as the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Co-Man of the Year (with Magnolia's Cisar) at !he 42nd Charity Awards Banquet in 2009. 

Montgomery also doubled as a respected basketball and baseball official. 
A member or !he Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials and a two-term 

president, he's been a referee since 1962, working more than 3,000 games including 29 state 
toumarnencs including 20 championship games in West Virginia and five tournarnents/thn:e 
title games in Ohio. He also officiated collegiate hoops in the West Virginia Conference. 

He began umpiring Amcncan Legion baseball in 1972 and has worlccd five West Virginia 
State Tournaments while also spending 20 years ( 1970-90) doing NCAA Divmon Il and West 
Virginia Conference games including five tournaments. 

He was the first West Virginia resident inducted into !he OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 
2008, was the 1989 Official of the Year honoree by the National Federation of Interscholastic 
Officials Association and received the Distinguished West Virginian Award in 2012, 

Montgomery, a lhrec,sport athlete (football, baseball, basketball) at Moundsville High, 
graduated from West Liberty State College in 1969 and obtained his master's degree in com
munications from West Virginia University in 1977. 

Bob Plotz (Athlete - 1940s) 
Bob Plotz, (Maruns Ferry High School. Class of 1946) . A Purple Rider 

football and track standout, he was co-captain on both Ferry teams as a 
senior. He earned first team, one-class All-Ohio and first team AII-OVAC 
largest Class AA as the Fred Thomas-coached Rider went 9-1 and cap
tured the OVAC championship. 

The three-year letterman in both football and track played in the first 
Ohio North-South All-Star Game and continued his statewide perfor
mance in track when he placed third in the low hurdles in the largest 
class stale meet. 

He earned a football scholarship to the Umvcrsny of Pittsburgh where 
he became a four-year regular. Starting as a 17-ycar-old freshman, Plotz was selected to the 
All-Opponent team of backyard rival West V,rginia University and was selected to the All
East team . As a senior, he was an honorable mention All-America selection. 

Plotz was picked in the 11th round or the National Football League Draft by the Cleveland 
Browns but was also "drafted" by the U.S. Anny and served in the Korean War. 

He was inducted into the Maruns Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016. 

He was then assistant principal at Bellaire High School from 1976-78 and principal from 
1978-90 before returning to Martins Ferry to serve as Superintendent of Schools from 
1990-99. Since that time, he has served as Muskingum County At-Risk Coordinator for four 
years, assistant principal of Zanesville High School for five years. assistant principal at West 
Muskingum High School for two years and as principal at West Muskingum Middle School 
for two years. He retired in 2012, but spent five months as interim principal at Woodsfield 
Elementary School in 2014. 

Among his education-related offices were president of the Belmont-Hamson Principal's 
Association; president of the Belmont-Hamson Superintendent's Association; member of the 
OVAC Executive Board and a past OVAC president (1982-83 and 1983-84); member of the 
Ohio Network: Training and Assistance for Schools and Communities (ONTASC) Executive 
Board; and president of the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials Association. 

Robert Pritchard (Athlete - t9SOs) 
Rob,rt Prikluurl (Wheeling High School, Class of 1953). He is, 

historically, among the elite wrestlers in OVAC history. He not only led 
Wheeling High School to the first state (one-class) championship for an 
OVAC member, in 1953, but became the first wrestler from the Ohio 
Valley and the state of West Virginia to win three state championships. 

As a Wildcat sophomore in 1951, he captured !he stale one-class 103, 
pound state title and followed with consecutive crowns in 1952 and 1953 
in the 112-pound class .. In the three finals, he defeated grapplers from 
Grafton. Beclclcy Woodrow Wilson and hose Parkersburg. 

During that era, Wheeling High and other high school mat teams com
peted not only against other high schools. but against YMCA wrestling teams_ Pritchard, 
nicknamed "Bull", was unbeaten as a sophomore and senior with his only loss in 106 
matches to a YMCA grappler from Columbus. who he later defeated twice, He was unbeaten 
against high school competitors. 

The Wildcats' state championship coach was Ed Mwphy, assisted by OVAC Hall of 
Fame coach Bob Roe, the Wildcats head coach in football and track. Pntchard also credits 
Barncsvillc's Jim Bradfield, who wrestled at Ohio State and led the Wheeling YMCA 
wrestling program. in his development along with his older brother Bill, who also wrestled 
at West Virginia U. 

After graduation from high school. Bob Pritchard relocated to California and earned a 
degree from the University of Califom1a•Sacramcnto, which didn't sponsor a wrestling 
team,_ However, Pritchard continued to compete on the YMCA level. 

Geno Sessi (Athlete - t9SOs) 
Geno Sessi (St Clairsville High School, Class of 1956). He is regarded 

as one of the Red Devils' best-ever multi-sport athletes wlulc competing 
in football and track. 

In the spring sport, he was the leading scorer two straight years in the 
one-class OVAC Track Meet and led his !Cam to lhrcc straight titles as 
part of six consecutive Red Devil crowns (1 952-57) coached by Dave 
Porterfield. A sprinter, hurdler and relay member, Sess, led all scorers as 
a junior with IS 1/2 points and as a senior with 14 111 points. 

In football, !he S-foot 8, 174-pound two-way back and Icicle returner 
not only set a school record with 148 points as a senior. but led the Ohio 
Valley as well. That mark lasted one year when former teammate Jim Kerr scored one more 
point (149) before the OVAC Hall of Farner went on to start at Penn State and with the 
Washmgton Redskins. 

In football, Sessi was All-OVAC largest Class AA two years, All Valley "Big School" co
captain as a senior, All-Eastern Ohio two years and All-Ohio largest Class AA second team 
defensive back as a senior. He was a two-time All.Valley track co-captain. 

He earned a football scholarship to !he University of Iowa where. after playme on the 
freshman team, made a smashing varsity debut as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowM 
on three plays (a 36-yard run and pass receptions of SO and 15 yards) in a school-record 
70-15 season-opening rout of Utah State_ However. Scssi ·s career was cut short with a severe 
knee injury. In lhe remaining eight games, he gained only 33 yards and returned a kickoff 17 
yards. The knee injury flared up again in spring drills to end his playing career. 

Scssi passed away in 2016. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Don Osby (Athlete - 1960s) 

Don Osby (Steubenville High School, Class of 1968). A lhrcc-spon Big 
Red stalwart, he is regarded as the bes1-.:ver 11ack long jumper in OVAC 
history. He won Ohio's largest Class AA long jump title as a sophomore 
(23-fcct, 3-inchcs) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligible 
(over age) as a senior. 

As a junior, competing on one of the most talen!Cd track teams in OV 
history, he was one of 10 All-Valley Big Red selections and one of four 
Big Red co-captains while being cited as "the firu:st jumper ever on the 
local scene." That spring. he won the Ohio State meet, the prestigious 
Mansfield Relays, OVAC Class AAA, Martins Ferry and West Libeny 
Relays, the Ohio District rru:ct and was second in the Regional meet He also ran a leg on an 
OV record-setting 4x440 relay unit which timed 3: 19.8. 

As a sophomore, besides the state crown, he won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23-1 3/4. 
Big Red won its first four OVAC ll'ack crowns from 1964-67 with Osby featured on the 

last two, 
In football, he was a lhrcc-year standout at end on Ohio-ranked teams with records of 

9 -1. 9-1 and 8-2. 
He was also a starter in basketball. He is honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame. 
Osby accepted a football scholarship to the Universily of Iowa and slal1Cd at wide receiver 

as a sophomore when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards, third on the team. After sitting out 
his Junior year with an injury. he returned as a slaJler at tight end as a senior. He passed away 
1n early 2018 in Cincinnati. 

Bill Tucker (Athlete - I960s) 
Bill Tucur (Weir High School, Class of 1962). A three-sport Red Rider 

athlete. he was a major player on back-to-back slate Class AAA champi
onslup teams before staning in coUcgc and competing five years in the 
National Football League, 

A two-way back and defensive tackle, he teamed with OVAC Hall of 
Farner Bob Kelley to lead Weir to the 1960 state crown with a 40-0 title 
game rout of Niiro. The anchor of the 1961 team, he scored two TDs in 
a 26-7 state title wm over St. Albans. Both teams finished 10-1. Tucker 
earned first team All-State as a senior and third team as a jumor. He was 
selected captain of the AII-OVAC and AU-Valley squads as a senior. In two 
seasons. he scored 116 points and rushed for 1,445 yards. In the annual Ohio-W,Va. All-Star 
game. he led W.Va. to a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP. 

He played forward and center in basketball and started on the 1962 team which went 
unbeaten in regular season, won an OVAC title, and ended 24-1 as slate Class AAA runner-up 
to Beckley Woodrow Wilson. In track, he ran the hurdles, 220- and 440-yard sprints, and was a 
member of 440,880 and mile relay units in OVAC and state competition .. 

After taking a year off after high school, he accepted a football scholarship to Tennessee 
State University to play for Hall of Fame coach John Merritt. A four-year player, he rushed 281 
times for 1,321 yards. He was selected to play 1n the Blue-Gray Classic and Scntor Bowl, the 
first Tiger to play in the latter. 

He was drafted by the San Francisco 49crs in the thud round, as the 65th overall selection, 
and competed as a fullback for five years 1n the NFL- • four with the 49crs and one with the 
Chicago Bears. ln 69 games.he rushed 127 times for43I yards and 6ms and landed 59 passes 
for 496 yards and seven scores. 

Tucker, who p.,.ssed away in 2015, ,s inducted into the City of Weirton Hall of Fame, 
Tennessee State U. Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall of Fame. 

Keith Vrotsos (Athlete -1970s) 
Keilh Vralsos (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). Hpersonified 

versatility at an elite level. starring for the Purple Riders in football, bas
ketball and baseball. the diamond spon proving his pathway to a superb 
collegiate career.The four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball 
team bat!Cd better than .330 his first two seasons before e,ploding in 
his junior campaign. Vrotsos earned first-team AII-OVAC, All-Eastern 
District and All-Valley honors that campaign after hitting at a robust .458 
chp. He concluded his prep career by turning m a superb senior season . 
He compiled a .386 average with 21 RBL He was again accorded first 
team AII-OVAC, All-Eastern District and All-Valley honors, The 5-11, 
170-pounder was a four-time Eastern Ohio Baseball All-Star Game parucipant. 

Vrotsos was also a standout on the gndiron. He e,cclled as a placekicker as a sophomore, 
kicking 19 PATS and one field goal before becoming the Purple's starting QB his final two 
seasons_ Vrotsos completed 49-of-100 tosses as a junior, good for 531 yards , He also rushed 
for 250 stripes As a senior, he earned second-team All-Ohio UPI honors after completing 
56-of 111 passes for 581 yards while also rushing for 423 stripes, He also picked off lhrcc 
passes as a defensive back. In addition to his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named first-team 
All-OVAC, All-Eastern District and All-Valley. He also played in the OVAC All-Star Game. 

He was also a three-year letterman m hoops. The talented point guard averaged some 7 
pomts as a sophomore, 10.1 as a Junior and 9 .2 as a senior. He was named second-team 
AII-OVAC as a senior, He helped lead the Purple Riders to sectional titles his final two 
campaigns and capped his hoop career by playing 1n the OVAC All-Star Game. 

Vrotsos earned a baseball scholarship to Ohio Uruvcrsity where he lettered all four years and 
was named co-captain in both his junior and senior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats 
was outstanding as he batted .341 with 12 doubles, I uiple, 7 home runs, 32 RBI and 12 stolen 
bases. Vrotsos was a second-team All-Mid-American Conference selection as a senior. He fin
ished his Bobcat career with a sharp .311 batlUlg average When he graduated, Vrotsos ranked 
m the top 10 in the following categones. games played (157), hits (141) , home runs (15), RBI 
(79), doubles {20), total bases (20 I), runs scores (105) and stolen bases (30)_ 

Ron Lee (Athlete - 1970s) 
Ron L,1 (Bellaire High School, Class of 1971). Lee is on the short list of 

outstanding rurming backs who have graced Nelson Field. 
The 6-3, 195-pounder earned the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky to an 8-1-1 

mark in his senior campaign. Bellaire finished second in the OVAC 3A title 
chase, trailing WintersviUe. The teams tied 0--0 in regular-season play. The 
Big Reds finished No. 19 in the UPI Class AAA poll, the largest classifica• 
tlon in the state. 

Lee rushed for 989 yards and 16 TDs that faU. His 108 points led the 
OVAC 3A in scoring. He also landed 10 passes. Those numbers earned Lee 
first-team AU-Valley and All-OVAC plaudits while being named second
team All-Ohio by UPI. He also played in the Ohio North-South AJl·Star Game. 

Lee was also a three-year lettcrman in basketball and he was voted the Big Reds' top athlete 
as a scruor. 

Lee's prep heroics earned him a grid scholarship to WVU , He chose lhe Mountaineers over 
a slew of D-1 offers. Freshmen were not eligible to play in those days. Lee, however, enjoyed 
a sirong campaign with the Mountaineers' frosh squad, leading the team with 372 yards on 97 
eames in five games, 

As a sophomore, Lee moved into the No. 2 fullback slot. rushing for 304 yards and three IDs 
on 76 carries. Has toughness was malched by his versatility, resulting in him being utilized as 
fullback and tailback his final IWO seasons. 

Lee was the team's second leading rusher both of those campaigns, ga1ning 543 yards as a 
juruor and 623 stripes as a senior, while also leading the team with IO TDs. 

A member of two WVU Peach Bowl teams, he was selected as No. 74 on the list of top 100 
all-time WVU football players in the WV1J Athletic Department Book. "Saturday Snapshots," 
published in 2015. 

His success at Morgantown resulted in Lee being chosen in the third round of the NFL Draft 
by the Baltimore Colts. He played in 42 games, starting eight. He ended hts Colts' career with 
940 yards on 206 carries. 

Georgia Dawson (Athlete - I980s) 
~orp Dawson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1984). Dawson was a 

tremendous three-sport standout for the Big Reds, excelling in baslcetball, 
volleyball and track & field. 

She achieved a rarity in the realm of Bellaire athletics, becoming a four
year letter-winner in basketball, surpassing the I .()()()-point plateau while 
also grabbing more than 1,000 rebounds, Dawson, who served as hoop 
captain as both a junior and senior, was a three-time all-OVAC selection 
wh!le making the All-Valley first-team as a senior. Dawson was named 
a two-time All-District 12 basketball honoree and was a special mention 
all-Ohio choice as a senior. 

Dawson was just as dominant in volleyball. The three-year lettcrwinner served as the 
team captain in her final two seasons, garnering first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and 
senior, Dawson was also a three-year standout in ll'ack for the Big Reds. In all, she finished 
her illustrious prep career with 10 letters. 

Dawson's athletic success didn't stop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she 
took her immense athletJe talent to West Liberty Stale College where she becam<: a four-year 
lctterwinner in basketball and volleyball. Dawson was the Hilltoppcrs' volleyball captain as 
a junior and scnior, making the WVIAC All-Conference Team three seasons while being 
accorded Volleyball Athlete of the Year her senior season. 

In basketball, she still ranks in the top 20 in rebounds in Hilltopper history with 541 
caroms 

Dawson was inducted into both the Bellaire High and the West Liberty halls of fame. She 
was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan in 1988 and inducted into the District 
12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017. 

Ron Stephens (Athlete • 1980s) 
Ran Skphens (The Linsly School, Class of 1985). He is remembered 

as one of the greatest baseball players in Linsly history, but the 6-4, 
185-pounder was also a gihed gridder and hoopster for the Cadets. 

He was twice tabbed Linsly's baseball MVP. The talented shortsop was 
eaplaln of the All-State Class A team as a senior while being an All-Valley 
first-team honoree as both a Junior and senior. 

Stephens batted a robust .403 as a senior with 11 doubles, 29 runs 
scored and a school record 28 stolen bases. That same season, he was a 
sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA, helping the Cadets win the 
OVAC Class 2A crown and script a 20-8 record. Stcphens batted .349 as 
a sophomore and he hit at a .345 clip as a junior with a pair of grand slams. The versatile 
performer was a two-time first team Eastern Ohio Baseball League selection. earning player 
of the year honors as a senior. 

On the gridiron, the wide receiver/defensive back/kick returner was so dynamic that he 
received scholarship offers from many D-1 schools, including WV1J and Pin. He sci an Ohio 
Valley record with 61 catches in 10 games, a mark that has since been erased Stcphens was 
a lhrcc-year staner in football for the Cadets, He was a first-team All-State, All-Valley and 
All-OVAC honoree as a senior. 

He was no slouch in basketball either, earning first-team All-OVAC and second-team 
All, Valley honors as a senior after leading the Cadets rn sconng and rebounding He was 
third-team All-Valley as a junior. 

Stephens was drafted out of high school by the Boston Red Sox 1n the 13th round (413th 
overall). He opted. however. to go the collegiate ranks and accepted a baseball scholarship to 
the University of Cincinnati. At UC, he was utilized as an infielder, but his meal ticket was 
on the mound_ He was 6-5 as a junior, leading the Bearcats in strikeouts and a 3 .84 ERA. 
He was selected by the Chicago White Sox in the 58th round after his junior campaign and 
played in the minor leagues for five seasons. advancing to the AAA level with the Vancouver 
Wh1te So, of the Pacific Coast League. He retired after the 1992 season. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Eric McGhee (Athlete· 1990s) 

Eric McGhee (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1991 ). There 
have been a lot of football standouts come through the Maroon Knights' 
program and this multiple-time all-state selection is righl near the top 
of the list. 

Actually, McObcc was a standout in three sports during bis time at 
Central, but it was oo the football field where he left his biggest marl<. 
En route to winning the Kennedy Award, which is presented to West 
Virginia's top prep player, as a senior, McGhcc rushed for a modem Ohio 
Valley record of 2,479 yards on 307 carries in 12 games while scoring 
30 touchdowns. All told. he finished with 34 touchdowns and more than 
3,000 all-pwposc yards. Also a standout on the defensive side of the ball, McGhee had 
four inten:cptions, returned a fumble recovery for a touchdown and scored 192 total points, 
which was the best in the Mountain State that season. As a junior, McGhee finished second 
in the Kennedy Award balloting after leading the Ohio Valley in rushing. He accumulated 
1.565 yards on 201 carries. He scored 28 touchdowns on the ground and 172 total points to 
lead the state. Along with his all-state and Kennedy Awan:ls, McOhcc was also recognized as 
the Gatorade Player of the Year, Morgantown Touchdown Club Player of the Year, all-USA 
Today team and the Touchdown Club of Atlanta also recognized McGhcc's efforts. L-OCally, 
the awards were obviously plentiful, too. He was twice named captain of the all-Valley 
Small-School team and he was captain of the all-OVAC Class AA team. 

After his prep career, McGhcc accepted an offer to attend Bowling Green State University. 
He played two years and served primarily as a kick returner. He was a part of the Falcons' 1992 
team which finished I 0-2 and won the Las Vegas Bowl He led the team in kickoff returns wilh 
14 for 269 yards lhat season, including 125 yards against W1SCOnsin. He played two seasons of 
professional football for lhe Steel Valley Smash. 
Along with his football exploits, McGhee was part oflhe Maroon Knights' 1990 Class AA 
state championship basketball team. He was also the OVAC Class AA baseball player of the 
year after serving as the Knights' lead-off hitter. 

Adam Hoppel (Athlete - 2000s) 
At/am llqpptl (Beaver Local High School, Class of 2004 ). Whether it 

was on the football field or the wrestling mat, this talented athlete shined 
brightly during all four years of his prep career. 

In football, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay for Coach Rich Wright's 
team. He was a part of two undefeated teams and three playoff qualifiers 
as a standout on both lines. 

A three-time, first-team all-Eastern District pick, Hoppel shined along 
the defensive line, accumulating 217 career tackles and 26 sacks in his 
career. 

Along with all-district, Hoppel was named second-team all-Ohio as a 
senior. He was a three-time all-OVAC selection and multiple-time pick for the Columbiana 
County and Quad County all-star teams. 

In wrestling, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay. Qualifying for the OHSAA Division II State 
Tournament in each of his seasons, Hoppel was a four-time sectional and three-time district 
champion. In Columbus, he placed three times. As a sophomore, Hoppel bad his arm raised as 
a state champion. He was runner-up in both 2003 and 2004. As a freshman, he qualified and 
won two matches, but only six wrestlers placed at that time. 

In addition to his efforts in the postscason, Hoppel was a four-time champion at the OVAC 
Tournament. When he accomplished the feat in 2004, Hoppel was just the fourth wrestler 
ever to do so. 

He finished his mat career with a Beaver Local record of I 54 victories. 
After elcctiog to pwsue a football career, Hoppel signed with the University of Cincinnati 

when; he became a starter in 2006 along the defensive line. As a senior, he collected 38 
tackles, had an interception and a fumble rcrovcry. He had his career high of seven tackles in 
the Papajohns.com Bowl. Hoppel signed an undrafted free agent with the Cleveland Browns, 
but was released prior to lhc start of the season. 

Kelly Shields (Athlete - 1990s) 
Kelly Shields (Edison High School, Class of 1993). This former 

Wildcat made a decision to focus on the sport of wrestling as a youngster, 
and it was a decision that paid the ultimate dividends. 

A four•year mainstay for the Wildcats, Shields helped to put Edison on 
the map at the state level through his exploits on the mat during his career 
which saw him rack up 137 career wins. 

Shields is one of just nine OVAC wrestlers to wm four championships 
at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament He won the 1990 and 
1991 crowns at 103 pounds; bumped up a class to 112 in 1992 and then 
captured his fourth title at 119 as a senior. 

The success didn't end inside what was then known as the Wheeling Civic Center as 
Shields put forth a brilliant career at the state level, too, becoming a constant at the Nutter 
Center on the campus of Wright State University. 

Shields was a four-time state q_ualifier and claimed the Division II, 103-pound state cham
pionship as a sophomore. He fm1shed 37-1 as a senior, dropping his first-round match m the 
state townarnent which, at that time, eliminated him from the tournament 

Shields won the district championship as a fn:shman, sophomore and senior, After his 
senior season, Shields was recognized as the OVAC Wrestler of the Vear at 119 pounds. He 
was also named an All-American by the National High School Wrestling Team, 

Upon graduation, Shields enrolled at Kent State Umvcrsity with intentions of contmuing 
his wrestling career, however he suffered a knee injury which led to the end of competitive 
wrestling. Shields' abilities also earned a spot on Team Oluo, which allowed him to travel to 
places such as Hawaii, Australia and New Zealand in the summer of 1992. 

Zach Collaros (Athlete • 2000s) 
Zach Cqllaros (Steubenville High School, Class of 2007). Ehg1ble 

for induction for the first time, this former Btg Red mulh-sport standout 
was a no--braincr. 

During his prep career, it didn't matter the sport lhat Collaros played. 
He simply shmed in them all, earning four letters in basketball, baseball 
and football. However, it was on the football field for Coach Reno 
Saccoccia 's team where Collaros made arguably his biggest impact. 

Collaros was a thn:c-ycar starter at quarterback and amassed an incred
ible 41 -1 record while helping to lead Big Red to back-to-back I 5-0 state 
championship in 2005 and 2006. During those seasons, he broke every 
Steubenville passing record. 

As a senior, en route to first-team all-Ohio and state player of the year honors in Division 
Ill, Collaros passed for 2,550 yards and 30 touchdowns against just four intcn:cptions. He 
also rushed for 15 touchdowns and 720 yards. All told, he passed for 4,306 yards and 53 
touchdowns, while running for 1,304 yards and 25 touchdowns. 

Collaros wasn't a one-way player, either. He shined at defensive back, recording 14 
interceptions. He ran six of those back for touchdowns, while also recovering five fumbles 
and scoring twice. 

On the baseball field. Collaros was the starnng shortstop basically from day one of his 
career for Coach Fred Heathcrington's ultra-successful program. He started on the Big Red 
state runner-up team in 2004 and had the team's lone hit in the game. 

For his career, Collaros batted .407 with JOO RBI, 122 runs scored, 17 doubles, eight 
lriples and two home runs. 

In basketball, Collaros earned first-team all-OVAC as a junior and senior. He finished his 
career wilh 1,203 career points, which is fourth-best in Steubenville history. He averaged 
19.8 points a game as a junior and 16 as a senior. 

Upon completing his prep career, Collaros accepted a scholarship to play football at 
Cincinnati. He was a four-year letterman with the Bearcats and became the team's starting 
quarterback as a junior. 

He earned all-Big East honors after passing for 2,902 yards and 26 touchdowns. He led 
the conference in passing yards per game (263.8), passing yards (2,902) and total offense 
(282.2). As a senior, he passed for 1,940 yards and 15 touchdowns, but missed more than 
three full games with an injury before returning to quarterback the team to victory in the 
Libc11y Bowl. 

He finished his UC career with more than 5,000 passing yards and SO touchdowns, becom
ing only the second quarterback in school history to accomplish such a feat. 

Collaros signed as an undrafted free agent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, but was later 
released. He's spent the five seasons as the starting quarterback for the Hamilton Tieats and 
was traded to the Saskatchewan Roughridcrs in 2018. 

Dr. Dan Doyle (OVAC Family) 

Class 
of 

2019 

Dr. Dan Doyle (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1974). He has become 
a fixtlll'C in the confcrcncc, serving as director of the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling 
Tournament since 2009 and OVAC Wrestling Commissioner since 2013. He has 
been on the OVAC Executive Board since the early 2000s, serving as president dur
ing the 2009-10 and 20 I 0-11 school years. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

His contribution to the spon of wrestling wa.s rcrognizcd by his peers when he 
was named the OVAC "Mr. Mat Award" recipient in 2005. He has been responsible 
for many changes in the seeding process for the conference wrestling tournament. 

Doyle has also worl<cd with the OVAC Museum Committee for many years. 
He began as a high school wrestler at Wheeling Central, capturing the West 

Virginia State Championship at 112 pounds as a senior. He was also a three-time OVAC Tournament 
place-winner, claiming the conference title in 1972. 

Doyle then went on to Allegheny College, graduating there in 1977 wilh a bachelor's degree in geol
ogy. He was a four-year wrestler there and an NCAA Division Ill National qualifier. He earned his 
master's degree in science and education from lhe University of Dayton and his doctorate from West 
Virginia University. 

He was a teacher/coach at Jefferson Union High School for eight years, serving as head coach in 
wrestling and baseball and as an assistant in football. 

Doyle then spent 16 years in the Buckeye Local dislrict starting in I 98S, serving as an administrator 
for 12 years including high school principal. He was the head wrestlmg coach all 16 years, leading 
Buckeye to overall OVAC Tournament Championships in 1996 and 1997, also winning the OVAC Dual 
Meet Championship those two years. He was a two-time OVAC and Eastern District Coach of the Vear. 

He then served as the Superintendent of Schools of the Noble Loe.al School Dislrict (Shenandoah) and 
later spent time as interim superintendent at Frontier Local. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Roy 'Al' Glitch (OVAC Contributor) 

Roy 'Al'Glitch (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1969). When you're 
known as the '"Voice of the OVAC", that's a pretty good place to start. but 
Glitch has also worn many other hats within the conference over the years 
from athlete to coach to director. 

Many known Glitch as a mainstay as the public address announcer for 
many years at both the OVAC Boys/Girls Basketball Tournaments and 
the OVAC Samuel A Mwnley All-Star Basketball Classic (both events 
at Ohio University Eastcm), and he's also been on the "mic" and behind 
the scorebook al countless regular season and townament events at St. 
Clairsville High School. 

Glitch also spent many years on the OVAC Baseball Comminec, including IS yem as the 
sport's director, and was the rccip1en1 of the 2013 OVAC Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorekeeper/ 
Timer Award. 

At St. Clairsville, he spent 32 yem as a math instructor and coached multiple sports, 
including serving as head boys' basketball coach from 1978-85. He was the District 12 
Coach of the Year in 1980 and coached in the OVAC All-Star Game m 1981 . He was also 
named District 12 Assistant Coach of the Year in 2002. 

He also was an assistant baseball and football coach for the Red Devils for 11 years. 
Glitch had the St. Clairsville Junior High Tournament named in his honor in 2012 and 

he received the Distncl 12 Basketball Coaches Association Disltnguishcd Service Award 
in2017 

As an athlete, he's a part of two teams on the Bridgeport High "Wall of Fame" -the 1969 
basketball and baseball state runner-up learns, and was an all-OVAC and all-Eastern Ohio 
selection in both sports, earning honorable mention all-Ohio in basketball 

Ghtch then attended West Liberty State College where be was a four-year letterman and a 
two-time all-WVIAC selection. He received his bachelor's degree in secondary mathematics 
in 1973 there and his master's in education from the University of Dayton in 1981. 

He also competcd in the Ohio Valley Baseball League for 24 years as a standout on the 
Warwood Reds, 

In addition to teaching at St. C., he also served as a GED math instructor al the Belmont 
Correctional Institute, earning five nominations as Ohio Corrections Teacher of the Year and 
becoming a finalist in 201 S. 

Dave Bruney (Coach) 

Dave Bn1ney (Martins Ferry H,gh School, Class of 1969) If ever there 
was someone who bleeds purple, it's "Coach Dave." During 40 years on 
the sidehnes including 39 at his alma maier, Bruney amassed an impressive 
overall record of284-135 (275-134 al Ferry High) which ranks among the 
top 20 m OHSAA history. 

Bruncy<oachcd Pwple Rider teams made the OHSAA playoffs 14 rimes 
,n a 20-ycar span starting 1n 1998 ('98, '99, 2000, '02, '03, '04, '06, '08, 
'09, '10, • 11, '13, '14, '17) and had only six sub-.500 seasons in 39 years 
with only one after 1990. The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeated 
regular seasons under Bruney (1979, 1998, 2002 and 2004), with the '04 team winning the 
OHSAA Division IV, Region IS championship before falling lo Youngstown Cardinal 
Mooney (27-6) in the state semifinals. 

His teams also won six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1999, 2002, '04, 
'08, 'I I and '13) and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumlcy All-Star Football Garnes four 
times. 

Bruney sports an impressive list of honors, including being named to the OHSFCA Hall of 
Fame in 2010. He also received the Ohio Coaches Achievement Award from the Minor Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in Pinsburg in 2014; the entire Bruney family was honored by the Lou 
Holtz Upper "Ohio Valley Hall of Fame with the Heritage Family Award in 2010; and Martins 
Ferry's Dave Bruney Football Complex was named in his honor. 

Don Clegg (Media) 
Don Ckgg (John Marshall High School, Class of 1974). He enjoyed 

a successful 26-ycar career covering local colleges and high schools 
as a sports reporter and editor at the Wheeling Ncws-Rcgistcr and The 
Intelligencer. 

During his tenure with the Wheeling newspapers, Clegg and members 
of his sports departments received several state-wide awards for vari
ous ar1tclcs, features and special projects. A past president of the West 
Virginia Sportswritcrs Association (WVSWA), Clegg chaired nwnerous 
all-state boys' and girls' basketball and baseball committees for the 
WVSWA. He also did publicity for the OVAC Rudy Murnley All-Star 
Football Game for several yem. 

After leaving the newspaper business, he provided extensive editorial semces to the 
West Liberty University athletic department as a professional freelance writer for many 
yem before being named sports information director at the university in June of 2017. As 
sports information director, Clegg leads the sports information department's daily operations 
and serve as primary media contact for WLU's 18 intcrcollcgiatc sports. His other respon
sibihhes include generating all cd11onal contcnl and athletic pubhcal!ons, overseeing West 
Liberty's athletics websitc and maintaining sports records and statistics. 

Clegg also serves as a member of West Liberty's Athletic Hall of Fame Committee. 
He is a native of Moundsville and a John Marshall High School alwn who latcr graduated 

with honors from the P.I Reed School of Jownalism al West Virginia University in 1978. 

Jay Circosta (Coach) 

Jll)' Circasta (Shadyside High School, Class of 1963) When someone 
dedicates a half-century of their life to something, it's truly arnaztng, and 
when you 're the second all-time wiMingest football coach in the Ohio 
Valley's football tradition-rich history, earning Hall of Fame accolades 
is a given. 

Circosta achieved both, coaching a total of SO years including 47 as a 
head coach and amassing a superb record of 336-144-S - second only 
to Stcubenville Big Red boss Reno Saccoccia in Ohio Valley history and 
ranking in the top 10 all-time 1n the state of Ohio 

The Monroe County legend began his coaching career m 1968, serving as an assistant 
three years at Woodsfield under former Ohio Stale University standout Bob Butts. When 
buns left for Union Local, Circosta took over to begin a 47-year head coaching run, the first 
23 seasons at Woodsfield and then, following consolidation, for 24 years al Monroe Central. 

Circosta-coachcd teams enjoyed six undefeated regular seasons (I 973, '76, '9 I, '93, '99 
and 2002); captured 14 OVAC championships (nine at Woodsfield; 6vc al Monroe Central) 
and earned 14 OHSAA playoff' appearances (five al Woodsfield; mne at Monroe Central). 

Woodsfield was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions by The Associated Press and 
Monroe Central won the Division V, Region 19 championship in 2001 before falling to 
Bedford Chanel in the Stale semifinals. 

He coached in the OVAC Rudy Murnlcy All-Star Football Game four times (1974, '77, 
'81 & 2000) with a 2-2 record and he coached in the BACF All-Star Game once. 

Circosta also coached baseball for 14 years with nearly 150 victories. 
He was previously induclcd into the West Liberty University Athletic Hall of Fame (1996) 

and the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame. He was named the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Club's "Man of the Year" in 200S and was named Eastern District 
and Pioneer Valley Conference .. Coach of the Year" numerous times. The road through 
Memorial Park in Woodsfield is named "Jay Cireosta Boulevard" and the "Jay Cireosta 
Fieldhouse" is part of the athletic facilities. 

He received an A.B. in Secondary Education (P.E, Health, Speech and Driver Education) 
from West Liberty where he played both football and baseball and an M.S.in Education in 
Guidance and Counseling from the University of Dayton. 

Bruncy's coaching career began in 1973 as an assistant at Buckeye North under Bill 
McHugh. He then served as an assistant at Ferry three years (1974-76) under his cousin, t-------------------------------
Bob Bruney and then spent a year as a graduatc assistant at Marshall University under Frank 
Ellwood ( 1977). 

His first head coaching stop was at neighboring Bridgeport where he guided the Bulldogs 
to a sparlclin8 9-1 season. 

As an athlc!C, Bruney was an all-Ohio honorable mention and all-OVAC first team selection 
as a member of the Purple Riders' football !Cam. He went on to Ohio University (graduating in 
1973) where he was recruited by Ferry gradualc Cliff Hefflefingcr and played for the Bobcats 
under Coach Bill Hess. 

Jim Crosier (Official) 

Jun Crosier (Steubenville High School, Class of 1967). As a member of 
the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials Association, Crosier spent 29 years as 
an official, working countless OHSAA sectional, district and state tourna
ments. He was also invited to officiatc the 1979 NAIA National Wrestling 
Championships at the Wheeling Civic Ccntcr (now WcsBanco Arena). 

In 2001, Crosier was named the Larry Deaton OVAC Official of the 
Year by the OVAC Wrestling Coaches Association for his exceptional 
efforts as an overseer of the mats; he was inductcd into the Ohio Wrestling 
Officials Hall of Fame in 2014 and was the recipient of the prestigious 
'"Mr. Mat" award at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Townament in 2016. 

Crosier spent 40 years as an educator, retiring in 2011. He taught and coached at 
Steubenville High for two years before moving on to Union Local where he was a teacher, 
wrestling coach and athletic director during his 38 years there. 

As head coach of the Jets for nine years, Crosier's mat teams won two OVAC Class 2A 
titles and one Class 3A championship. He coached four OVAC champions - Mike Gregg, 
Kelly Wallace, Randy Simpson and Jeff' McCormick. He was named OVAC Coach of the 
Year three times (Class AA in I 974 and '7S and Class AAA in 1980). 

He was the founder of the Ohio Valley Junior High Championships in 1976 (now called 
the OVAC Junior High Championships). 

As an athlete at Steubenville High, Crosier was an OVAC runner-up al 175 pounds com
pc1ing under OVAC Hall of Fame coach Bob Hcdmond. 

Chet Daniels (Athlete - 1940s) 

Chet Dani•ls (Bellaire High School, Class of 194 7). He earned seven 
varsity Big Reds' loners - three cacb in football and basketball plus 
one in track. 

He earned about every major football honor as a center in football 
his final years - a two-time AII-OVAC largest Class AA, two-lime 
Al-Eastern Ohio, and second !Cam All-Ohio as a senior and third team 
AU-Ohio as a junior in the one-class Associated Press selections. He was 
learn Most Valuable Player and learn captain on the 9-1-1 record 1946 
!Cam which won the OVAC championship. He was sclectcd on Ohio's 
South All-Star team. 

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Oregon, where he excelled for four 
years - one year on the freshman !Cam and three varsity letters as a two-way guard. The 
1948 Ore1:1on learn went 9-1 overall and 7-0 in Pacific Coast Confcn;nce play and accepted 
an invitalton to play Doak Wallccr-led Southem Methodist University in the I 949 Conon 
Bowl. The Ducks bowed, 21-13 in the game with Daniels, an All-Pacific Coast Conference 
selection, kicking the extra-point in the fourth quarter. The 1948 Oregon football team, with 
Daniels, was inductcd into the stale of Oregon Hall of Fame in 1990. 

Daniels, an honorable mention All-America selection, led the NCAA in placekicking 
points with 46 in 1949. 

After college graduation, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and, after discharge, made his 
home in Portland, Oregon. He died in 2003. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
George Deiderich (Athlete - 1950s) 

George Deiuricli (Toronlo High School, Class of 1954). He was a 
nine-letter, four-year performer in football, baskelball and track for the 
Red Knights. 

A teammate of OVAC Hall of Farner Don Suthcrin, they served as 
football learn co-captains and also were starting guards on a 17-2 record 
basketball squad, the bes! record at the school in 17 years. 

In track, Ocidcrich was in a class by himself. He was the leading scorer 
two straight years in the one-class OVAC Track Meet, scoring 16 points 
as a junior and 16 1/2 points as senior with firsl-placc finishes in the high 
and low hurdles, second in !he sho1 put and running a leg on !he winning shuttle hurdle team. 
In Ohio's largest Class A s1a1c mcel, he placed third in the 120-yard high hurdles. 

After a year al Valley Forge Military Academy in Wayne, Pa., where he played football, 
he earned a scholarship to Vanderbilt University where he slam:d in football and track. A 
three-year football letterman, he was a two-year starter al guard on offense and defense and 
was a two-time first team All-Southeastern Conference selection while becoming a rare 
consensus firs! team All-America sclcc1ion in 19S8. The I I-player A-A honor roll included 
two Heisman Trophy winners in Pelc Dawkins of Navy and Billy Cannon ofLSU. 

The 6-foot- l, 200-pound Ociderieh also starred in crack as he broke the school record with 
a 14.46 second clocking in the 120-yard high hurdles. 

He was drafted by the Los Angeles Rams in the 23rd round of the NFL Draft but opted IO 
sign with the Montreal Alouettcs of the Canadian Football League. He played in 19 games in 
three CFL seasons - 2 112 with Montreal before finishing up with the Onawa Roughriders. 
He had a S2-yard inlerccption rerum for a touchdown in 1960. He died in 1999. 

Bob Distefano (Athlete - 1960s) 

Bob DiStefano (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1964). A four-sport 
performer, this Pwple Rider is best known for three starting years in foot
ball plus baseball and track as well as four years of basketball. 

He was the starting quarterback as a junior and senior after starting al 
halfback on a 10-0 record, state-ranked and OVAC Class AAA champion 
learn as a sophomore. It was Ferry's third straight unbeaten season. 

As a senior, the Riders wenl 9-0-1 to win the OVAC Class AAA crown 
and were ranked No. 5 in the Ohio largest Class AA Poll. The team co
caplatn, who was also a standout defensive back, earned first team earned 
All-Ohio from both The Associated Press and United Press lntcrnalional at quarterback as well 
as All-OVAC Class 3A and All-Eastern Ohio honors. He was selected Ohio Class AA "Back 
of the Year" and also gained national attention as a Scholastic Coach All-America seleclion. In 
the opening game ofthc season, Ferry defeated Canion McKinley, 20-8, and the only blemish 
on the record was a 14-14 tic at New Philadelphia. 

The 6-foot, I SO-pounder, who earned firs! learn All-Valley ,.Big School" as a senior, passed 
for 1,240 yards and rushed for 500 yards while scoring 66 points. He also landed four passes 
for 41 yards. 

Ferry went 7-3-1 in his junior season as he earned second team All-Valley "'Big School'' and 
firs1 team All-Eastern Ohio. 

In basketball, Di Stefano played guard and was the team's second leading scorer. 
He earned a football scholarship lo Purdue University where he was the starting quarterback 

on the freshman learn in an era of three-year varsity teams. He is deceased. 

Jeff Patterson (Athlete - 1970s) 

J,ff Pan,rson (Brooke High School, Class of 1979). Patterson was 
one of the finest performers ever in the tradilion-rich Brooke football 
history, slalring as as a big-play wide receiver for legendary coach Paul 
"Bud" Billiard. 

Patterson's exploits helped to lead the Bruins to their firs! playoff berth 
in 1978. He landed 22 passes for 501 yards and eight TDs tha1 fall. He 
earned second-team all-slate honors to go with first-team recognition on 
the all-OVAC, all-Valley (serving as co~ap1ain) and all-Mountaineer 
squads. 

Moreover, the glue-fingered widcout was chosen to play in the OVAC 
Rudy Mwnlcy All-Star Football Game. He was also awarded the Clark Hinkle Scholarship. 

Patterson also enjoyed a banner junior grid campaign. He caught 36 passes for 686 yards 
for eight TDs while also relUming a punt for a six-pointer. The versatile performer was 
accorded ftrsl-tcam all-slate honors for his efforts that fall. He was also named lo the firs! 
team of the all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Mountaineer League squads. 

Patterson was also a iwo-year lcltcnnan in basketball for the Bruins. He helped Brooke lo 
a 1 S-win campaign and a sectional crown his senior year. 

The 1alcnlcd guard averaged 14.2 ppg thal winter, earning him third-team all-Valley lau• 
rcls. He was also chosen to play in the OVAC Sam Mwnlcy Basketball Classic. 

Football earned Pancrson a scholarship 10 Youngsiown Slate, bu1 he was jus1 as excellent 
in !rack and field as sprinter. 

He placed seventh in the Wesl Virginia state meet as a senior in the 200 meters. He was 
fifth in the same event in the OVAC mcel while taking fourth in the JOO-meters. 

Patterson enjoyed a banner junior year as a thinclad. He was fourth in the OVAC 200 
meters while taking sixth in the I 00. He was regional champ in the 200 while taking third in 
the 100. As fate would have it, however, he was injured and unable lo take part in the slate 
meet. 

Patterson and the Penguins were a productive football fit. He started three seasons a1 
Youngstown Slale, gaining second team All-Ohio Valley Conference honors as a senior. He 
finished his Penguin career with 73 catches for 1,300 yards and seven TDs. At the time of 
his graduation, he ranked second in all-time consecutive games with a reception (27) and 
17th in career receiving yards. 

His college production spawned a professional grid career in !he Canadian Football 
League. He played four seasons with Montreal and was named the Alouenes' Rookie of the 
Year in 1983. Paltcrson had 76 career catches with Montreal for 980 yards and seven TDs. 

Patterson ended his pro career with Saskalchewan, leading the Eastern Conference in 
punt return average. 

Pete Gongola (Athlete - 19S0s) 
Pete Gongol,, (Benwood Union High School. Class of 19S4). He was 

an honored three-sport lronmen athlete and the mosl acclaimed of the 12 
Gongola brothers who played sports for the old Marshall County school. 
The 6-foot, 195-pounder led Union to five OVAC titles in there sports 
- two each in football and basketball and one in baseball plus a state 
football largest class runner-up finish as a senior. 

In football, he was a two-way standout end and kicker who earned fust 
learn All-OVAC Class A, fust team All-Valley ,.Btg School" co~aptain, 
and first team largest class All-Slate. He led the Ohio Valley with 9 TD 
catches as a senior and, along with 13 PAT kicks and 67 points, second 
in OV Class A. He also was cited as a lop defensive performer. 

In basketball, he was named captain of the W. Va. All-Star team which played the Ohio 
All-Stars in 1954 al Madison Gym on Wheeling Island. 

Baseball was his bes! sport, however. The all-staler opted for pro baseball, with the 
Cleveland Indians' farm system, after high school and played 13 years ( 195S-67) in the 
minor leagues. The catcher played 1,025 $ames with a .265 career batting average. He 
advanced lo the highesl Class AAA compelltion with Portland in the Pacific Coast League 
and with Dallas-Fort Worth in the American Association. He rclircd in the California Angels' 
system. He ts deceased. 

Leon Jenkins (Athlete - 1960s) 

Leon Jenkills (Weir High School, Class of I 968). A three-sport Red 
Rider letterman in foolball, baseball and basketball, he led football teams 
IO 8-2 and 7-3 records his las! IWo years al quarterback. 

As a senior, Jenkins recorded nearly 1,500 all-pwpose yards in 10 
games, rushing I 09 limes for 825 yards and I 5 TDs; scoring I 03 points; 
and completing 27 of 65 passes for S25 yards and four TDs. He also 
played defensive back and rclUmed kicks. In a season opening 26-19 win 
over Follansbee, he tied a school record with four TDs, including runs of 
86 and 75 yards.while rushing for 22S yards. H rushed for 1S4 yards in 
a Joss IO Steubenville, then ranked No. I in Ohio, and he had a 94-yard quarterback sneak 
TD in a 4-28 win at Moundsville. 

Career-wise, he scored 182 points (28 TDs), which was then No. 2 in the Weir record 
books. He also rushed for 1,436 yards, possibly the Ohio Valley record for a quarterback 
at !he time. 

As a senior, he earned first team All-Valley "Big School", All-OVAC Class AAA, Al1-
Moun1amccr League and third team All-State 

Jenkins was a standoul baseball oulfielder and was a first team, 20-player all~lass All
Valley choice in the first sclccltons by The Intelligencer. He batted over .300 and was cited 
as a top defensive player. 

The 5-foot-l l, 16S-poundcr earned a foolball scholarship lo Wcsl Virginia University 
where he was four-year starter at corncrback •• three on the varsity learn. He was the 
only sophomore on a 10-1 record 1969 team which won the Peach Bowl, 14-3, vs. South 
Carolina. He started on three varsity teams with a combined 2S-8 record and was a learn 
eo-cap1ain as a senior. 

Career-wise, Jenkins inlerccplcd 10 passes with one TD. He also was a regular punt 
rerumer for three seasons with two TD returns. 

He was draned in the 16th round by the Detroit Lions and played four games in 1972. 
He also played one season (1975) for the Shreveport (La.) Steamers in the World Football 
League. In 12 games, he had six pass interceptions and returned punlS and kickoffs. 

Ron Sismondo (Athlete - 1970s) 

Ron Sismondo (Mingo High School, Class of 1978). Sismondo was 
one of the finest hurlers ever to grace the mound in Ohio Valley his
tory. In addition, he was also a sparkling quarterback for the Indians, 
Sismondo 's pitching prowess was so superb 1ha1 he earned a scholarship 
to the University of Arizona, where he became the only OVAC product 
to play for an NCAA Baseball World Series champion when the Wildcats 
turned the Irick in 1980. 

The crafty southpaw was a two-lime All-Valley and All-OVAC base• 
ball honoree. 

Sismondo authored a 7-2 mound mark as a senior for an 11-9 Mingo squad, with one of 
his two blemishes being a l -0 loss to Jewett-Scio. He yielded only IWO hits in that dislrict 
championship setback. 

Sismondo stntck out 93 batters in just S3 innings of work thal spring while compiling a 
miniscule 0.38 ERA. 

He was also dominant during his junior campaign, leading the Ohio Valley in slrikcouts 
that spring, fanning 94 bancrs in SO innings to go with a 1.01 ERA. He had a 5-2 mark for 
the 8-8 Indians. 

He was also lethal with the bat, finishing third in the Ohio Valley via his .500 batting 
average (29-of-58). He had six doubles, one triple and one home run. 

While he dominated on the diamond, Sismondo also excelled on the gridiron. 
He earned All-Valley and All-OVAC honors for his sparkling play at quarterback. He was 

the top small-school passer in the Ohio Valley as a senior, completing 6S-of-142 passes for 
870 yards and seven TDs. 

Al the University of Arizona, S1smondo was a record-setting, four-year letterman ( 1979-
82) and starting pilcher. The star of that team was outfielder Terry Francona, who was 
named World Series MVP and first team All-America. Sismondo crafted a sparkhng 33-17 
career record with nine saves IO go with 46 starts while pitching 36 l innings in 88 games 
He set Ari7.ona ~hman year records of 11 wins, 121 innings pitched, 18 starts and seven 
complcle games. 

Sismondo was drafted twice •• by the Milwaukee Brewers in the l l lh round in 1981 and 
by the Seattle Mariners in the 13th rowtd in 1982 He signed with Mariners after senior 
season and played two years in Class A al Wausau, Wis. in Midwest League befor,: returning 
to the Ohio Valley and becoming a high school adminisll'ator. 

~ 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Shelly Carroll (Athlete" 1980s) 

S/,t!l/y Carra/I (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1988), Carroll was 
nothing short of a scoring machine during her Purple Rider days. 

The S-11 forward averaged 29.8 points and l 0.6 rebounds a game in her 
senior season for Coach Larry Duck. Those lofty numbers earned her UPI 
Division II Ohio Player of the Year honors. 
. C~oll finished her sparkling prep can:er with 1,626 points, estah

ltshmg a new school record for boys or girls. She was a second-team 
all-Ohio choice as a junior while being tabbed honorable mention in her 
sophomore season. 

Carroll played in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association 
North-South All-Star Game and also competed m the International Cage Tournament in 
BudapeS1, Hungary in 1987. 

The multi-talented athlete also was a standout volleyball perfonner for Feny. She was 
selected to the all-OVAC team aflcr her sen1or season, 

Her prodigious scoring earned her a basketball scholarship to the University ofTcrmessee 
at Chattanooga, where she because a four-year star1cr. She helped the Lady Moes to three 
Southern Conference champ1onsh1ps. 

Carrol) finished her career at Chattanooga with 1,013 pomts while also ranking first in 
school history via her S 1.4 field goal percentage. She also ranks in the top 10 in UTC annals 
in games played (115), rebounds (560), field goals made (450) and free throw percentage 
(74.1 ), She was named first-team All-Southern Conference in I 992. 

She was twice honored with the Outstanding Achievement Award by the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Club (1989) and (1993). 

Jamie Adams (Athlete. 1990s) 

Ja~ie Adams (The Linsly School, Class of 1994). This former Cadets 
was ms1rW11en1al, not only at Linsly, but throughout the Ohio Valley. in 
putting soccer on the map. 

A four-year regular for the Cadets. Adams etched his name into lore at 
both at the prep and collegiate level. 

When you consider that Adams led the state of West Virginia in scoring 
three times in his career, il's not hard to sec why he gained such a laundry 
list of accolades. Aflcr seonng just seven goals as a freshman, Adams 
exploded onto the scene in 1991 by scoring 37 times He went for 46 as a 
junior and SO goals as a senior. 

His 140 career goals is still a record at Linsly. 
Adams was the first West Virginia athlete and OVAC player 10 gamer Parade All-American 

honors in soccer. He was named All-American by National Soccer Coaches Association and 
was an ESPNI McDonald's Scholast,c Player of the Weck in 1992. 

Locally, Adams was named first-team all-OVAC three times, conference player of the year 
twice, firsl•tcam all-Valley three times and captained the squad twice. He was named first
team all-IP SL three times and IPSL Player of the Year as a senior. 

After sifting through more than 30 offers, Adams elected to continue his career al Princeton 
University. He was a four-year starter with the Tigers and served as a team captain in 1997. 
He was also named to the all-Ivy League team that season. 

Adams was also heavily involved with the United States Olympic Development Program. 
He was a member of the Region I team which played in Europe. He was also selected for the 
Region I pool five times and was a part of six state ODP teams. 

On top of his prep and collegiate exploits, Adams shined at the club level, too. He a part 
of teams that won six Snicker's Cup state championships and was in the regional final four 
times. Adams was inducted to the West Virginia High School Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in 2012. 

Tyler Engle (Athlett. :zooos) 
Tylt!r Engle /Fort Frye High School, Class of 2007). It didn't matter 

the season for this former Cadet multi-sport standout because he shined 
brightly. The winner of 11 varsity letters Engle really S100d out on 
the basketball court and baseball field where he earned eight of those 
monograms. 

It was baseball where Engle earned his opportunity to compete colle
giately ~t The Ohio State University. Playing for the late Sonny Bidwell, 
Engle h11 .502 for his career with 12 home runs and 117 RBIs in leading 
the program to a 74-25 record. 

As a senior, Engle batted a robust .SI S with four homers and 34 RBIs 
en route to earning all-Ohio first team honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastcm DiStnet 
and M1:runo All-Star Games. He was named first-team all-Eastern Distnct four times and 
was the player of the year as a senior. Twice, Engle was named first-team all-OVAC and was 
the Class 2A Player of the Year as a senior. He earned all-PVC four bmes. 

On the basketball court, Engle left a lasting mark as he helped Coach Dan Liedtkc's pro
gram to 65 victories by scoring 1,760 career points. He grabbed 400 rebounds, passed out 
240 assists and had 130 steals dunng his career. He also drained 329, 3-pomt goals, which 
1s the Oh,o state record. 

During his senior season, Engle averaged 19.8 p01nts en route to first-team all-Oh10, 
all-Eastern District, all-OVAC. all-Pioneer Valley Conference and all-District 12. He also 
took part in the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. That followed up a junior 
campaign 1n which he was named tlurd-tcam all-Ohio. He was actually hstcd on the all-state 
team each year of his career, 

Engle also lettered three times in football. but elcctcd not to play his senior season. 
After high school, Engle elected to become a Buckeye. He lettered four times as a short• 

stop He played in 193 career games and batted .2S6. He had four home runs, 82 RBIs and 
had 15S hits. When he finished his career, he ranked second in OSU history with 189 starts. 

With his playing days behind him, Engle entered coaching. He coached at Ohio Valley 
Umversity, where he finished bis Master's Degree, Elon University and Marietta College. 
He's currently the baseball coach at Meadowbrook High School. 

Mike Gulan (Athlete. 1980s) 
Miki! Gulan (Steubenville Cathohc High School.Class of 1989) 

Gulan was a three-sport star at Catholte Central, but baseball proved to 
be his future calling card. 

He was first-team All-Valley, AII-OVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern 
D1S1rict his senior season in baseball, a campaign in which he batted 
.4S2 with five home runs, seven doubles, 25 hits, IS RBI and I 8 stolen 
bases in 19 attempts. The talented third baseman was named second team 
All-Valley as a junior, 

In football, he was a second•tcam All-Valley honoree as a senior and 
earned honorable mention All-OVAC Class AAA in basketball. 

His sparkling prep diamond career earned him a scholarship IO Kent State University 
where he excelled for three seasons before being selected m the second round of the II.fa Jo; 
League Draft (53rd overall pick) by the St. Louis Cardinals. 

Gulan was named Mid-Amencan Conference Player of the Year and second team AII
Amcnca. He was first-!"am All-MAC as a junior and second team as a sophomore 

As a Go!dcn Flash Junior, Gulan led the MAC in hitting (,430), home runs (17), RBI 
(68) and triples (6). As a sophomore, he batted ,311 with 11 homers. He batted .336 as a 
freshman. 

Gulan was one of 90 players in the nation invited to the U S. Olympic team tryouts in 
1992. He was inducted into the Kent State Hall of Fame in 1999, 

Gulan enjoyed a 13-ycar career (two in majors, part of 12 in the minors and one in Japan) 
from 1992-2004 Hc was a member of the Cardinals' major league club in 1997 and the 
Florida Marlins in 2001 and also signed with the Pirates in 2002 and White Sox in 2003. 

He was also was a Steubenville American Legion Post 33 baseball standout. 

Scott Coyne (Athlete. 1990s) 

Scan Cayne (Bellaire High School, Class of 1994) This former Big 
Reds' point guard was a wizard with the ball in his hands for OVAC Hall 
of Fame coach Gene Ammirantc during his prep can:cr, 

While it was in basketball where Coyne achieved some of his greatest 
moments, his sucx:ess wasn't limited there. He was a three-sport standout 
for the Big Reds, shining in track and football as well. 

c;:oync finished his prep career with 1,051 points, mcludmg a 19.l 
points per game average as a senior, He did more than score the ball, He 
stuffed the S1al sheet to a tune of nine assists and seven rebounds a game 
as he led the Big Reds IO their first undefeated regular season and an eventual 21-1 record. 

During_ his junior season, Coyne averaged 20.4 points a game, He netted his career high 
of 43 points that season against St. Clairsville. The Big Reds finished 17-4 and won the 
OVAC that season. 

Coyne ranks 1n the top l 0 in numerous Bellaire categories, including 3-poinl shooting (44 
percent), free-throw percentage (77 percent), S1cals (141) and his points arc the 15th best. 

Coyne earned all-everything as a senior. He was all-EaS1crn District, District 12, OVAC 
and all-Valley and was named to the McDonald's All-American and S1rec1 and Smith's All
American honorable mention 1iS1S. He was also named one of the top 25 players in Ohio by 
USA Today and played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game. 

As •. wide receiver, Coyne was the ga.to guy for the Big Reds during his three-year career. 
He fimshcd with 1,764 yards. Included was a 1993 campaign in which he caught 6 I passes 
for 967 yards. which ranks seventh in BHS history. Coyne was named to the all-Ohio first 
team. He was also named all-OVAC and all-Eastern District. 

On the track. Coyne qualified for the S1atc track and field championship meet twice in 
the 300 1ntcnnediate hurdles. He was a rnultiplc-timc OVAC placer in that event as well as 
running key legs on relay teams for the Big Reds. 

He died tragically in a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old At the time of his death, 
he was one of the area's rising basketball officials. 

Coyne was inducted to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 20 IS. 
The Scott Coyne Memorial Scholarship exists at Bellaire High School to honor his legacy. 

Liz Repella (Athlete • 2000s) 

Liz Rq,ella (Steubenville High School, Class of 2007). Whether it was 
at Big Red or WeS1 Virginia University, this standout basketball player 
simply scored the ball. 

The multi-talented combo guard earned all-Ohio honors four times 
dunng her prep career. She was named first-team as both a junior and 
se~ior. Rcpclla was n~ed the state's player of the year, averaging 26.9 
points a game as a senior 

She was named to the third team as a freshman and second team as a 
sophomore. 

She is the all-time leading scorer in Steubenville history •• regardless of gender •• with 
2,065 points. 

Along with her state accolades, she was named all-OVAC four times and first-team all
Eastern District four times, garnering player of the year as a junior and senior. 

Repclla, who was also a multi-year letter wiMcr in soccer, was ranked the 63rd best 
player in her class as a senior, which garnered several Division I offers. She eventually 
settled on becoming a Mountaineer. 

At WVU, Rcpclla lC11cred four years and scored 1,612 points, grabbed 7 12 rebounds. She 
also collcetcd 207 steals, passed out 162 assists and blocked 76 shots. 

She was named first-team all-Big East as a junior and senior and was just the second 
WVU female to garner first-team honors in back-to-back seasons. 

Rcpclla was an honorable mention all-American after her senior season in which she 
hcl~d lead West Virginia to a 24-10 record and a second-round NCAA Tourney appearance. 
During her final season_ 1n Morgantown, Rc:pclla led the team in 12 statistical categories. 

All told, she played m 134 games, which is the most in WVU history, and she was part 
of 96 "1Ctorics. Her college point total was seventh best in WVU history at the time of her 
graduation. 

Away from athlcllcs, Repclla was a standout student. She graduated with a degree in exer
cise physiology and a GPA of 3.96. She was a representative on the WVU Student-Athlete 
Ad"1sory Committee. She also received the Big East Scholar Athlete Sports Excellence 
Award and was an Academic All-American. 
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Rich Wilinski (OVAC 'Contributor') 

Rich Wilinski (Follansbee High School, Class of 1955). He enjoyed an 
outs1anding S6.ycar career in education and has worn many bats includ• 
ing coach, administralOr and television analyst for local high school 
football. 

Wilinski was a head football coach for 19 years al four schools from 
196S-8S with a combined record of 121 •S6-9. His first assignment was 
at Wayne (1966--67) which merged inlO Wintersville (he was an assis1an1 
1o Bob Kettlewell in 1968.69); then 10 Toron10 (1970•76), S1eubenville Catholic (1977•84) 
and Buckeye South (198S). 

His 1974 team at Toronto became the school's second unbeaten team and Wilinski was 
selected the OVAC Coach of the Year and the first recipient of the Dapper Dan Club's Robert 
McKelvey Memorial Award His is also a member of the Ohio Valley Football Coaches 
Hall of Fame, 

Wilinslci began his can:er as the basketball coach during the final three seasons ( 1962-64) 
of Follansbee St. Anthony, winning the W. Va. Catholic Tournament Class A crown in his 
first season He also coached boys' basketball at Wayne for three years and had a combined 
S2-9 record with one Class A Sectional title. 

He has been a TV analyst for Ohio Valley high school football games for WTOV-TV9 for 
nearly three decades. 

As an athlete, Wilinski was a three•spon regular (football/basketball/baseball) at 
Follansbee, played on the Blue Wave 's unbeaten state championship team in I 954, selling 
up a TD with an interception and kicking the game-winning extra point in a 7.6 victory over 
Barboursville to snap that school's 28•game winning slrcak. He was named first team all-W. 
Va. Class A, all-OVAC and all-Valley "Big School." 

Wilinski attend the University of Florida on a foolball grant, bul returned home and played 
at West Liberty State College. 

Kim Clifford (Coach) 

Kim Clifford (Bellaire High School, Class of 1972). Clifford cut his coach• 
ing teeth as an assistant at Bellaire under Mark Matz and Gene Ammirante 
before taking the head coaching position al Cadiz where he spent six years 
and posted a 90-48 record and won the OVAC Class AA championship in 
1986. 

He then moved on to St. Clairsville where he spent the next 27 seasons 
(1991•2018). amassing a 372-234 record 10 boost his career total IO 461.282 
over 33 years as a head coach. 
Al St. C., Clifford led the Red Devils to two OVAC crowns (2012 and 2013) and six Buckeye 

8 titles; eight sectional championships, two district championships (2012 and 2013) and one 
regional title (2012) lO earn the school's only OHSAA "final Four" berth (St. C. lost lO Elida, 
61-27, in the Division II State Semifinals). 

In addition lo receiving several East District and District 12 honors, Clifford coached in the 
OHSBCA Nortb•South All·Star Game in 2000; was named the Ohio High School Basketball 
Coaches Association Coach of the Year in 2008; was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year 
award in 2012 and 2013. He also served as president of the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association. 
He received the OHSBCA's Bob Am7,:n Award, given lO a coach who devoted 20 consecutive 

years or more of service to the same school and for their loyalty and committnent lo basketball, 
in 2014; and was inducted inlo the SI. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2019 
and the District 12 Baskctbacll Coaches Hall offamc in 2021. 

Clifford is a 1972 graduate of Bellaire High School where be was captain of the basketball 
team and played in the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. He attended Urbana University 
and graduated from West Liberty State College, earning maslcr's degree from West Virginia 
University. . 
In addition lo coaching basketball, he also spent time as the head track coach and as an assistant 

Jerry Narcisi (OVAC 'Family') 

Jttrry Narcisi (Shadyside High School, Class of 1967). He has been 
involved with the OVAC for more than a quarter of a century, display• 
ing a passion for the youth of the Ohio Valley and the conference. 
Narcisi has been a member of the OVAC Executive Board since 2000, 
including serving as president from 2005·2007. 

He's also been extremely active with track and field, serving on the 
OVAC Track Committee for more than 25 years in several capacities 
including mccl dircclor and head of the rules commiacc. He also 
served as the referee when the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships took place in 
Bellaire and Shadyside. 
Narcisi is a charter member of lhe Shadyside Relays Committee, serving as chairman 

for 16 years. He's also been a registered track official 1n Ohio since 1972, working in 
various capacities at lhe dismct and regional level countless times. 

Narcisi is a trustee of the Shadyside High School Sports Foundation and belongs lO 
countless professional organi•.ations. He has served in various roles (tea.:her, supervi
sor, direclOr) at the Bclmont•Harrison Vocational School including superintendent from 
1981-90; was superintend of Shadyside Local Schools from 1990·2006, and interim 
superintendent of the Bridgeport Exempted Village School Distnct tn 2009. He is retired 
but still serves as a consultanl and facilitator for several local schools. 

He received a Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology & Manage from Ohio 
University in 1971 and a Master's Degree m Vocallonal•Tcchnieal Education from The 
Ohio State University in 1974, complctmg his Supenntcndcnt License Cowsework at 
Franciscan University and the University of Dayton in 1981 

Scott Nolte (Media) 

Scoll Nolle (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1990). He has 
worked at WTRf.TV7 since 1993, serving as Sports Dircclorsmcc 1996. 

During his tenure, TV7 has won numerous awards including 
.. Outstanding Sports Operation," "Best Regularly Scheduled Sportscast" 
and "Bcsl Play-by-Play" in both West Virginia and Ohio. 

Nolte serves as Master of Ceremonies for the annual OVAC Banquet of 
Champions which honors the confcrcncc team champions and awards a host 
of scholarships 10 area athletes each May at WcsBanco Arena in Wheeling 
He's also a reguluconln'butor at the George Stragcr "Evening with the Stars" 
Banquet held in conjunction with the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

He also worked as play.by.play announcer and sideline reporter for the West Virginia 
"Super Six" State Football Championships from 1996.2004. 

The co-host of West Virginia University football's "Mountaineer Game Day", he also 
teaches part-time at Wheeling Park High School in the TV and Radio Career Tech Education 
Department. 

Nohe has also worked at radio stations Eagle I 07, WEEL FM 9S. 7 and WKKX AM 1600. 
Nolte, who aacnded West Liberty and graduated from West Virginia Tech, is an avid fan 

of West Virginia University football and Cleveland Indians baseball. 

Robert 'Bubba' Kapral (Coach) 

Robttrt 'Bubbtl 'X11pl'lll (St. John Central High School, Class of 
1974). What Kapral accomplished in one sport was enough lo land him 
in the ·•Hall," but he doubled down by getting it done in two sports as a 
bighly-succcssful track and basketball coach. 

In trade, Kapral led St. John's IO the pinnacle on the girls' side nol 
011ce, but twice by winning the OHSAA Division UI State Champion. 
ship (2007/2008) on the heels ofback-lo4,ack runncr·up finishes the IWo 
previous yca,s (200S/2006). Overall, be coached 47 stale place-winners, 
including 39 on the girls' side and nine on the boys' side. 

During his 21-yeartrack tenure, the Irish captured 13 OVAC Class A team titles (girls -
1991, '92, '93,2002, '03, '04, 'OS, '06, '07, '08, '09;boys-1991,2009). 
Kapral was a two-time OVAC Overall Coach of the Year (2008/2009); the OVAC Cal Gif• 

fin Memorial Track Service Award recipient and he was inducted into the Eastern District 
Track and Cross CounlI)' Coaches Association Hall of Fame (2019). 

In hoops, after assisting Kim Traversa Appolloni for six years and being a part of five 
OVAC titles, he elevated to the head coaching post and enjoyed 2S years of hardwood sue• 
cess with a sparkling record of39 f.J 76. 

During that time, the Lady Irish captured nine OVAC Class A championships ( I 99S, '96, 
'99, 2000, '01, '06, '07, '08, '16) and reached the OHSAA Division IV Regional Touma• 
mcnt in 2000-01 when SIC posted a school•record 23-2 record. Kapral was named the AP 
Division IV Co-Coach of the Year in 2000 and he was named District Coach of the Year five 
times. 
Also tabbed the OHSBCA Girls' Basketball Coach of the Year in 2007, Kapral coached 

in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All•Star Baskelball Classic four times; coached in the 
OHSBCA North-Soulh All-Star Basketball Classic in 2002 and the Pepsi District 12 Basket• 
ball All-Star Classic in 2016. He bas received the OVAC Rich Saffield Girls Coaches Award 
(2012) and the OHSBCA Bob Arnzen Award. _ 

In addition to his coaching success, Kapral - a 1978 graduate ofBcthany College with a 
B.A. ,n Communications and a four-year letterman on the Bison track squad - is a member 
of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, the OVAC Basketball Committee and the OVAC 
Coach of the Year Selection Committee. He's worked 1n vanous capacillcs at The T1mcs 
Leader for more than four decades, and currently serves as Executive Sports Editor of the 
Times Leader/Wheeling Ncws.Rcg,stcr/lnlclhgcnccr and since retiring from coaching he 
became a baskclball referee. 
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Larry Deaton (Official) 

Lury Deaton (Martins Feny High School, Class or 1964). Deaton was 
a mainstay as an official for more than 40 years, working countless high 
school matches in both Ohio and Wesl Virginia; college malches al the 
NCAA and N AIA levels; and in freestyle wrestling. 

His lisl of aocoladcs is impressive, with the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference naming him the I 993 'Mr. Mal' award recipient and years 
later naming !he conference's annual officials award in his honor - the 
Larry Dealon Official of the Year. 

Deaton was also inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of 
Fame in 1994; was named the Wesl Vuginia Wrestling Official of the Year in 1997; the 
Wrestling USA Nalional Official of the Year ini 2009; and he was the National Wres1ling 
Hall of Fame's Ohio Chapter inductee in 2016. 

As an athlete, he was a four-year lencnnan in wresting at Manins Feny, winning an 
OVAC title in 1963 and an OHSAA District crown in 1964. Deaton was inducted into the 
Manins Feny Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1998 and was chosen for the Martins Ferry Athletic 
Department's "Wall of Honor" in 2018. He was also a four-year lcttcnnan in football and a 
two-year lenerman in track. 

Dca10n helped slart the Ohio Valley Wrestling Club in the 1970s and headed Martins 
Ferry's flag football program in that same era, and he served u president of the Purple Rider 
Boosler Club and on the Board ofDircclors of !he Martins Feny Recreation Center. 

Ralph Anastasio (Athlete - 1950s) • ·· ~ , 
Ralph Anastasio (Follansbee High School, Class of 19S4). A three

sport Blue Wave athlete and do-11-all football player with a quanet of first 
team all-star honors, he earned a scholarship lo West Virginia University 
where he lettered three years as a twe>-way back, kick returner and record- .,. ,~-
sening punter. ., 

The lriplc-threal back led the Blue Wave to an 8-2 record bis senior 
year, losing only 10 unbeaten and slate runner-up Benwood Union by 
13-12 and to 8-1 record Wheeling Central, the OVAC Class AA cham
pion, by 7-6. He earned first team honors for OVAC largcsi Class AA, 
All-Valley "Big School"', All-Northern Wesl Virginia, and the largest All-Slate Class AA. As 
a senior. he accounted for 17 TDs including five on punt returns, one on a kickoff rerurn, 
seven TD passes and he also intercepted five passes. He played in the Ohie>-W. Va. All-Star 
game and a 13-0 W.Va. victory. 

He also was a three-year letterman in basketball and baseball. 
At WVU, he was a four-year football performer including three varsity seasons as a S-foot-

11, 165-pound mulri-purposc back (stoning right halfback, defensive back, kick returner, 
punter) on teams with records of 8-2, 5-5 and 7•2·1 and two Southern Conference titles. In 
the only tic, 6-6 vs. Virginia in 1957, he made a near-impossible catch on a 62-yard pass 
play 10 lie the score and also set a school record, which lasted 40 years, with a 78-yard punt. 
Career-wise, he had 141 carries for 569 yards, 20 receptions for 30S yards and a TD, 25 kick 
returns for 263 yards and averaged 37 yards a punt. 

A ftcr college, he returned 10 the Ohio Valley and was a teacher-coach before retiring lo his 
current home in Steubenville. He was head football coach at St. John's from 1960-62 and 
Toronto from 1964-69 including an 8-2 record in 1964. 

Dr. William 'Bill' Welker (Official) 
Dr. Wdliam 'Bill' W~lker (Shamokin (Pa.) High Schoo~ Class of 1965). 

No one has been involved as an official or promoted the spon of wrestling 
not only in the conference, but far beyond. more than the "doctor". 

Wellccr officiated in the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament from 
1980-91 and served as the rules interpreter from 1992-2017. He was also 
the OVAC Tournament's souvenir program coordinator and cdi10r for 18 
years (I 979-96). 

He received lhe OVAC's prestigious "Mr. Mat" award m 1991 and was 
tabbed the OVAC Wresthng Official of the Year in 2003. 

Welker was the West Virginia Wrestling rules interpreter, clinician and supervisor or officials 
at the state 10urnament from 1989-2017 and the NFHS National Wrestling Rules Committee 
from 2012-2015. 

He roccived the 200 I NFHS Mideast Section 2 Distinguished Active Official Award and the 
2002 National Wrestling Official of the Year Award from Wrestling USA Magazine. 

Wellccr was selected the 1987 and 2013 (with his son Riclc) National Sportswriter of the Year 
by Wrestling USA Magazine for his "Mat Talk" column which appeared in a host of publications 
and was named !hat publication's West Virginia Wrestling Man of the Year in 2001. He was also 
tabbed the West Vuginia Wrestling Sportswriter of the Year seven tunes. 

He has also conducted numerous wrestling clinics over the years 
As an athlete, he was a three-time sectional and district champion; a two-time regional cham

pion; the PIAA State Champion in 1963 and the state runner-up in 1965. He earned a wrestling 
scholarship 10 the University of Pittsburgh. 

Wcllcer served as bead wrestling coach at Wheeling High (I 970-72), Wheeling Ccnlral 
Catholic (1972-76) and Wheeling Park (1979-80). 

Tom Bloom (Athlete - 1950s) 

Tom Bloom (Weir High School, Class of 19S9). He led the Red Riders 
to slate championships in football and baseball, both under Hall of Fame 
coach Jimmy Carey, before earning a football scholarship to Purdue 
University wherc he was a four-year pcrfonncr. 

At Weir, he earned 11 letters m three varsity sports with multiple 
honors in football and baseball plus being a basketball regular. He led 
the Red Riders to a two-year football rocord of 20-1 and a state largest 
class championship as a junior. The 11-0 record team beat Fainnont 
Senior, 19-12 for the title at Wheeling Island Stadium. As a senior, OVAC 
champion Weir went 9-1, losing only 10 cvcnrual state champion Parkersburg in the regular 
season finale. He earned first 1cam All-State and All-OVAC and was selected captain of the 
"Big School" All-Valley team as a two-way back and kick returner. 

As a senior, he had a 95-yard kickoff return TD in win over Steubenville and a 96-yard 
rushing TD and 217 rushing yards vs. Follansbee. He ended the season with team-best 943 
rushing yards. Career-wise. on balanced teams. he had 1,869 rushing yards - second best 
at Weir at the time - and scored 25 TDs and 151 points. As a junior, he rerumcd a kickoff 
81 yards vs. Wheeling. 

In baseball, the outfielder was an all-slate tournarncnt selection as Weir captured the 
one-class state title with a 6-2 finals' win over East Bank, the state's top championship 
program at the time. 

t--------------------------------1 At Purdue University, he was a two-way, do-it-all halfback who was selected the outstand

Tony Jeter (Athlete - t960s) 
Ta11y Jeter (Weir High School, Class of 1962) - He was a 6-foot-3, 225-

pound four-sport, 11-lettcrwinning Red Rider athlete during a prime.time era 
in Weir High sports overall and football in panicular when Weir won three 
state titles and lost only six games from 1957-61 under Hall of Fame coach 
Burdell (Jimmy) Carey. 

Je1er, a four-year football letterman, was a starting defensive end on the 
I 0-1 rocord Oass AAA sw.: title team of 1960 and a twC>-way end standout 
on the 10-1 record repeat slate championship team of 1961 when he was 
selected first team All-Slate, All-Valley and All-OVAC. Weir routed Nitro, 
40.() and SL Albans, 26-7 in the two title games. 

In baseball, Jeter won the team MVP award and was scouted by the Pinsbwgh Pirates. He 
lettered three times in basketball and baseball and one year in track. 

He accepted a University of Nebraska football scholarship and, after competing on the fresh. 
man team, was a three-year, 33-gamc starter at end on Comhuskcr bowl teams - two Orange 
Bowl and one Cotton Bowl. In the 1966 Orange Bowl loss, 39-28, he landed two TD passes 10 
tic a bowl record. Career-wise, playing on a running team, be landed 38 passes for 528 yards. 
The two-time All-Big Eight honoree, and team MVP as a senior for a 10-0 regular season team, 
earned first team All-America defensive honors by lhe American Coaches Association and sec
ond team by the two wire services as well as Academic All-America. 

The Nebraska Football Hall of Farner was drafted in the NFL third round, 461h overall, by the 
Green Bay Packers and also by the AFL Oaldand Raiders. T radcd by the Packers 10 the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, he played three NFL seasons before a back injury halted his career. 

He is the brother ofOVAC Hall of Farner, and former U. oflowa and Groen Bay Packer star 
Bob Jeter .. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference is the largest 
high school conference 

in the USA! 

ing back on the freshman team and three-year varsity lenerman and two-year starter. He was 
the team's second top rusher and receiver as a junior and top team receiver (13 catches for 
217 yards and two TDs) u a senior. He scon:d two TDs in a 17-6 win over Michigan Slate 
in 1962. He was a kick rcrumer and defensive back (47-yard interception TD). 

He was drafted by the Cleveland Browns in the 6th Round (No. 74 overall) and indicated 
he would sign with them, but was a victim of an automobile crash and passed away in 1963. 

Mike Palmer (Athlete -1960s) 

Mike P,,/mer (Steubenville High School, Class of 1967) -- The 5-foot-
10, 170-pound running back is one of only three Big Red stars 10 cam 
Ohio AP Back of the Year honors, joining OVAC Hall of Farners Harry 
Wilson and Zach Collaros. He was the featured back on two Ohio-ranked 
powers and earned two first team Associated Press largest Class AA 
All-Ohio honors plus two All-Valley "Big School", two AII-OVAC Class 
AAA, and two All-Eastern Ohio honors. He was All-Valley co-captain as 
a senior when he led Big Red to a 9-1 rocord, losing only to Massillon, 
and ranked No. 4 in the slate Class AA poll. As a junior, Big Red wcn1 
8-2 and was ranked No. 8 in the Ohio AP poll. 

As a senior, he scored 126 points (18 TDs, 18 conversions) and rushed 149 times for 1,098 
yards and landed 16 passes for 261 yards. Playing against top-caliber foes as a junior, he 
rushed 107 rimes for 882 yards, landed 17 passes for 292 yards, and scored 89 poinlS on 14 
TDs and S conversions. 

He also competed in track and basketball. As a member of sprint relay units, he ran a leg 
on an OVAC meet record-setting 880-yard team which timed 1:31.1. Big Red won four 
straight OVAC Class AAA crowns from 1964-67. 

Earning a football scholarship to Iowa Slate University, be was a twe>-ycar lcncrman, and 
staner, for the Cyclones while rushing 116 times for 443 yards and two TDs and landing 18 
passes for 267 yards and two scores He had an NFL tryout. 

fJ 
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Pete Abuls (Athlete - 1970s) 

htt Abuts (Cambridge High School, Class of I 978) • Abuls was the 
second 1,000-point scorer in the hislory of Cambridge boys· basketball, 
finishing his career with 1,091 points. 

The 6-6 dandy led the Bobcats as a senior with 543 points (a school 
record at the time), a 27.3 average, scoring in double figures 

in all 21 gam~s including six 30-point games, topped by 40 against 
New Ph1ladelph1a. Abuls led the Bobcats to three OHSAA District 
Tournament finals. 

As would be expected, he received many post,scason honors. Abuls 
was named first-team all-Ohio as a scni!)r, joining Ohio State legends 
Clark Kellogg and Art Schlichter on that hst. He was also the AP Eastern District Class AAA 
"Player of the Year" and a first•team all-OVAC Class AAAA and all-District 12 selection. 

As a junior, he was an honorable mention all-Eastern District honoree when be scored 
342 points. 

Abuls was also a dynamic pcrfonner in track & field for the Bobcats. 
The three-year Jettcnnan set whal was then an OVAC record in the high jump with a leap 

of 6-6 and he also went 21-9 in the long 
jump, helping the Bobcats to the Class AAAA championship. Voted the school's Ray Vol12 

Award winner as the top male athlete, he was also a two-year lencnnan in cross country. 
Abuls continued his athletic and academic careers at Tennessee Tech where he was a four• 

year letterman and the team captain for three years. He 

Don 'Kip' McLane (Athlete-1970s) 
Don 'Kip' Mc/Ant (Steubenville Catholic Central, Class of 1971) • 

Mclane rates among the best hoopstcrs ever to suit up for the Crusaders. 
He pul together a dominating senior season, averaging 25.4 points and an 

amazing 20 rebounds per contest. 
Not swprisingly, a slew of honors came his way following !hat memo

rable campaign. He was tabbed first tcam all-OVAC, all-Eastern District 
and District S player-of-the-year. Moreover, Mclane was selected by 

both UPI and AP as a first•tcarn all-Ohio honoree. He was also chosen IO 
play in the Ohio North/South All-Star Game. 

His outstanding exploits also rcsonaled on !he national landscape as Mclane was named 
IO a pair of All-American teams: The U.S. Basketball Writers Assoc1anon Coach and Athlenc 
Magazine and the Surildst Growers A-A squad. 

He ended bis career at Steubenville Calholic - where be is a member of the school's Hall of 
Fame (Class of l 989) - with 1,008 points. 

After his illustrious Crusader career, Mclane received a baskclball scholarship to Duquesne 
University• a national power in those days. 

Mclane was a three-year stancr at Duquesne University, SCIVing as team captain as a senior 
in 197S. With the Dukes, he tallied 861 points (12 ppg), S86 rebounds (8. 1 rpg) and 127 assists. 
He passed away in 2014 at !he age of61 

finished his career with l_.187 points (a 12.2 avenge), 462 rebounds, 139 assists and 110 
steals. He averaged 13.3 pomts as a fn:shman and 

led the team at l~.1 as a sophomon:- After an injury-plagued junior campaign, he again ~---------------------------------1 
led the team m sconng at 14.S as a senior. Abuls earned all-Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
accolades following his senior campaign. 

Abuls was inducled in10 lhe District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 201 S. 

Joseph 'JoJo' Blaha (Athlete- t980s) 
Jostph 'JoJo' Blaha (Wheeling Central Catholic, Class of 1983) - In 

a school where athletic tradition runs deep, Blaha rates with !he Maroon 
Knights' all-time greats. He was a first-team all-state honoree in three 
sports· foolball, basketball and baseball. 

While starring in all three sports, Blaha 's prep baseball exploits were 
staggering 

He was a two-tune all-stater ( I 98111983). He baned better than .400 as 
a junior and senior. earning all-OVAC and all-Valley first-team plaudits. 
He also helped lead Wheeling American Legion Post I to a pair of state 
championships, highlighted by being selccled in 1983 as the West Virginia State Player of 
the Year. 

In football, Blaha was a stud running back and led the team in rushing as a junior and 
senior, eclipsing the l ,000-yard marlc as a senior. His ball•IOring efforts landed him all• 
OVAC, all-State and all-Valley plaudits. 

The versatile and multi-talentcd Blaha was a four-year basketball performer for legend• 
ary coach Skip Prosser. The Knights captured the I 982 state crown, their first as a member 
of the WVSSAC. Central advanced IO !he stale tournament again the following year. The 
savy guard was voled to the state all-tournament team in both 1982 and 1983. Blaha was 
a double-<ligit scorer in his final two years in hoops. He was an all-OVAC, all-Valley and 
all-State honoree bolh of those seasons. 

Blaha opted to continue his baseball and academic careers at Valdosta State in Georgia, 
where he scripted another brilliant diamond resume, lettering all four years. He was a two
time All-American and two-time all-conference honoree during his collegiate playing days. 
The standout third baseman established eight school records. He was a .339 career hitter 
with 43 home runs, S2 RBI, 178 runs scored and 209 RBI. Blaha helped lead Valdosta to 
157 wins in his career. 

Daryl 'Boogie' Johnson (Athlete- t990s) 
Daryl 'Boogie' JohnsOII (Wheeling Parle High School, Class of 1992) 

- It didn '1 matter lhe sport or season for this Patriot, he simply shined. 
While earning accolades in multiple sports, it was on lhe football field 

where Johnson left his biggest impact 
One of the best running games to ever suit up in the Ohio Valley, 

Johnson rushed for more than 4,100 career yards and S6 touchdowns. 
He saved his best for last, putting forth a highly memorable campaign in 
which he earned the ball 229 times for 2,062 yards and scored 31 10uch
downs. During lhat senior season in 1991, Johnson had his biggest games 
against the biggest opponents. Against Morgantown, Johnson carried the ball 9 times for 231 
yards and four 10uchdowns in the first half alone. 

Following that season, accolades followed Johnson as he was named the recipient of the 
Kennedy Award, which goes to the top prep player in the Mountain State, as well as lhe 
Gatorade Player of the Year in the state. He was also named fourth-team All-American. Along 
wilh those, he was first-team All-State, AII-OVAC and All-Valley. 

Johnson was !isled on !he All-OVAC team in all three years of his career. 
In Fcbrurary of 1992, Johnson signed a National Lener of lnlcnt to continue bis football 

career at Oklahoma State University. He made an impact early, accumulating more than 600 
yards of offense as a freshman, but saw his campaign cut short due IO a knee injury. As a 
sophomore, he had gained 300 yards, but a collarbone injury ended bis season and his junior 
year was also cut short with another knee injury. 

On IOp of his football prowess at Wheeling Park, Johnson shined on the baseball field. 
He had a career batting average of better than .400, including two all-OVAC seasons as a 
sophomore and junior where he hit .4S5 and .420, respectively. 

Carl Fodor (Athlete -1980s) 

Corl Fodor (Weir High School, Class of 1982) • Fodor was a prolific 
three-year starter at quarterback for the Red Rldcrs. He set the school 
career passing record of 2,090 yards (it lasted until 200S) despite play,ng 
on lhrcc losing record teams and missing several games with injuries. 

As a senior, he was sidelined from Weir's first thn:c games with a col• 
larbone injury. In seven games, he passed for l,213 yards. completing 74 
of 165 passes with 8 TDs for a 1-9 record team. In their win over Mount 
View (27-12), he passed for 269 yards, then second-best in school hislOry. 
Fodor earned second-team Class AAA all-

state honors as well as all-Valley and all-Mountaineer League plaudits. He was sclectcd 
to play in the W. Va. North-South All-Star Game m Charleston and quarterbacked lhe North 
(coached by Dave Cisar) to an upset V1ctory 

Fodor also excelled on the diamond for lhe Red Riders. He was a lhree-ycar regular center
fielder who helped Weir cam a stale Class AAA state toumarnent berth with section and 
regional titles including a 1-0 upset Region I semi-final win over John Marshall and OVAC 
Hall of Fame pitcher Chris Jones. He earned honorable mention largest Class AAA all-State 
plus all-Valley (all-<:lass) second team. 

Fodor went onlO a record-setting career as Marshall University's quarterback. He ended 
his Thundering Herd career holding virtually every passing record in school annals. The 
talenled quarterback complcled 416-of-81 I passes for 3S TDs. He established a Soulhcm 
Conference record with his 6,627 passing yards. 

Fodor's passing exploits at Marshall earned him !he West Virginia Amateur Alhletc of the 
Year Award (now Hardman Award). He is one of only seven OV prep products who have 
won the state's oldest award originaled in 1933. The other six arc already honored by the 
OVAC: Chuck Howley, Lee Patrone, Zach Amedro, John (Fuzzy) Fillie1, Harold (Doc) 
Daugherty and Kenny Griffith. 

Fodor signed a free agent NFL contract with the St. Louis Cardinals and was on the 
practice squad in 1986 before signing CFL contract with the Calgary Starnpeders where he 
played two seasons. He then played a season wilh Chicago in the Arena League before end
ing his career with one season in Wheeling with Steel Valley Smash. 

Fodor was inducled into the W.Va. Coaches Association Hall of Fame plus halls of fame 
at Marshall and Weir. 

Josh Watson (Athlete - 1990s) 
Josh Watson (Magnolia High School, Class of 1999) - Regardless if it 

was track or cross country, !his former Blue Eagle ran ... and he ran fast. 
Watson is one of the most decorated distance runners in Ohio Valley 

history, achieving impeccable success in both sports. 
In his OVAC and West Virginia Stale Meet careers, Watscn finished 

with l S gold medals, including 14 individual titles • the most in Ohio 
Valley history. 

In cross country, Watson became the first Magnolia barrier to win the 
West Virginia Stale Championship, helping his team to the stale team title 
as well. He also won the regional title and finished second in the OVAC. 

Watson didn't slOp there. He won the regional and state championship as a junior and 
senior, too. 

In the spring, it didn't matter the distance. Whether it was the 800, 1600 or 3200, Watson 
100k on all comers. His junior season, he finished as the high scorer in the Class A/AA meet 
with 32.5 points. Those came via the state title in the 800, 1600 and 3200 and he anchored 
the champion 4x800 team. He won !he 1600 and 3200 at the OVAC and finished as runner
up in the 800. 

As a senior, Watson helped guide the Blue Eagles IO the West Virginia Class A/AA stale 
team title !hanks IO scoring 32 more points, which includes repeats in all three of the indi
vidual distance events and a runner-up finish in the 4x8. He was !he OVAC champion in all 
three individual races and set the OVAC 3A record at the time at I :59.05 . 

After high school, Watscn signed to compete in both sports at William & Mary. He earned 
Academic All-American honors in both sporu and a Phi Beta Kappa. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Leekycia Brown (Athlete - 2000s) 

Leekycia Brown {Monroe Central High School, Class of 2005). This 
right-handed ace lettered in mulnplc sports during her time willt lite 
Seminoles, but ii was in the softball pitching circle where she made her 
biggest impact. 

Brown led the Seminoles lo the 2004 Division III Stale Championship 
by pitching evc,y inning of lite 32-gamc season. In the slate title game, 
against Whcelcrsburg, Brown pitched a complete game, striking out four 
and walking two in a 1-0 victory. 

During that junior season, Brown finished with a 0.62 earned run 
average and an astounding 290 strikeouts. She pitched no fewer than 18 shutouts. She also 
shined at the plate. 

As a junior, Brown guided the Seminoles 10 the regional championship game and batted 
. 4SS. For her career, she was a .354 hitter. 

All told, during her prep career, Brown finished with a 91-16 record, 900 strikeouts and 
just 49 walks. She pitched nine no-hitters and five perfect games. At the time of her gradua
tion, she held the Ohio record for consecutive innings pitched without allowing a walk al 76. 

Obviously, plenty of accolades followed Brown. She was a first-team All-Ohio selection 
as a scphomore and junior. She camed second-team accolades as a freshman and honorable 
mention as a senior. She was named All-OVAC first team four limes and was the Eastern 
District and OVAC Player of the Year as a sophomore and junior. 

Her prep exploits eamed a scholarship to Norfolk State University where she competed 
for four seasons. As a freshman, she was named the team's Rookie of the Year af\er leading 
the squad in hitting (.339) and ERA (2.68). As a junior, she was named 10 the conference's 
All-Academic Team and finished 10-9 in the circle with a 3.07 ERA. She was named the 
team's MVP following the season. 

Along with softball, Brown lettered in basketball for the Seminoles, earning all-OVAC 
honors. 

Class 
of 

2022 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Henry 'Hen' Healy (OVAC 'Contributor') 

Henry (Hen) H,aly (St John Central High School, Class of 1944). He 
enjoyed success as a head coach in two sports at two conference schools 
- St. John Central and Paden City - amassing an overall football record of 
117-52-3 and a basketball record of 151-48 and is one of only two OVAC, 
era coaches who won state championships in both sports (the other was 
Hall of Farner Burdell '"Jimmy" Carey of Weir High, 

Healy was al St John Central from 1954-51, coaching the school's only 
perfect-record football team (9--0 in 1956) which was led by Hall of Fame 
running back Joe Maroon. He was named OVAC Coach of the Year in 
1957. His three-year record willt the Irish was 19-7. He was also head basketball coach three 
ycan al SJC, winning the OVAC Class A championship in 1956 and posting a three-year 
record of39- J 8. 

He moved on to Paden City, coaching there from 1957-1971, guiding the Wildcats to early 
successes in bollt football and basketball. In football, he coached IS years with a record of 
98-45-3 with three unbeaten regular seasons and three West Virginia Class A championship 
game appearances, The Wildcats won their first state crown in 1970 after losing in the finals 
twice lo a powerhouse Monongah squad led by the likes of Kerry Marbury and Nick Saban. 
Hcaly's 1959 and 1963 teams were unbeaten, but they didn '1 compete in the two-team Slate 
playoffs. His 1966 team went 9--0-1, but again didn't make the playoffs. Among the Wildcat 
stars of the time were futun: Syracuse back Dennis "Dinlc" Blatt; future WVU backs Mike 
Nelson and Larry sine; and Areelius "Ace" Lyle, brother of future Chicago Bean' defensive 
back Garry Lyle, In basketball, he coached Paden City to a six-year record of 112-30, high
hghted by the school's first West Virginia Class A slate title in 1960 The 23-4 record team was 
led by Marshall University recru,1 Walter "Nook'" Srruttlc. None ofh1s stx Wildcat teams won 
less than I 5 games Healy also served as Paden City's alltlctic dtrector and pnnc1pal. 

He played football and basketball at St. John's, then served in the U.S. Army during WWI 
before anendtng West Liberty Stale College where he was a four-year letterman in two sports, 
graduanng in 195 I . He was a standout al fullback and defensive back under Coach Joe Bartell 
and a foiward on the basketball team, He was inducted into the West Liberty Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 1984 and the Wetzel County Hall of Fame in 2019. He passed away in 2003 at the 
age of 76. 

Natalie Perzanowski (Athlete - 2000s) 
Nllllllie P_,.,,,.,.Jd (St John Central High School Class of2008). Distance 

running - wbe1hcr it was track or cross country - was the way oflife for this 
former Lady Irish standout 

Pcr7.anowski was a key cog in lite Lady Irish lraclc team's four-year run of 
dominance lhal saw 1hcm win two stale championship, two state runner-up 
trophies and four consecutive OVAC titles. 

All told, she claimcd seven stall>-h:vcl medals in track, including winning 
the 1600 and 3200 meter run stale titles in 2006. She also bas a trio of bron7.c 
medals in her collection along with a fifth and seventh in the 4x800 during 
2008 and 2006, n,spoctivcly. 

At lite OVAC Championship, P=nowski finishod with 14 confcrcncc titles, winning four golds 
as a sophomore and senior. 

After her sophomore season, she was named lite Eastern District's Fcmalc Athlete of the Year . 
In cross country, P=owski qualified to the OHSAA State Meet four times and earned all-Ohio 

in throe of !hose appearances. Her best finish came in 2007 when she crossed the line in third. She 
was fourth as a junior and eighth as a sophomore. 

She was twice (2005, 2006) the overall OVAC champion and in 2004 and 2007 won the Class 
IA/2Atitlc. 

Pcmnowslciwas named Eastern DistrictAchlctc oflhc Year for Division min both 2005 and 2006. 
AI0118 with her exploits on the track and CC course, she was a lh=-lime Academic All-Ohio 

honoree in both sports. 
While distance running was where she n:ally made her pn:scncc felt she was also an impact per

former for the Lady Irish basketball program during her four years. She scored 991 car= points, had 
388 steals, passed OU! 306 assists and pulled down 297 reboun<ls. 

She was throe times listed as first team AU-Eastern District and All-OVAC, while helping to 
lead her team to three OVAC titles. She was second-team All-Ohio as a junior and was namal The 
lntellig,:nccr Sopbomon: of the Year in 2006 and twice was Dislrict 12 Player of the Year in 2006 
and 2007. 

After high school, Pcnanowski went to the University of Toledo to continue her running car=. 

Dr, Dianna Vargo (OVAC 'Family') 
Dr. Dian1111 M. Viup (St Clair.;ville High School, Class of 1977). A true 

"goodwill ambassador" of lite conference, Dr. Vargo has the distinction of 
being the first female member of the OVAC Executive Board when she came 
aboard in 200 I, and she remains lite only female more than 20 years later 
She also served two years (2007--08 and 2008--09) as president of the board. 
Dr. Vargo bas done yeoman wOl1c asehainnan oflhc Gcotgc Stragcr"Evcning 

with the Stars" Banquet al\ Wheeling Park's White Palace, an cvcnl showcas-
ing the players, coaches, chccrlcadas and Queen of Queen candidates panici
paling in the annual OVAC Rudy Mwnlcy All-Star Football Game. 
The OVAC Varsity Board was also lite brainchild of Dr. Vargo. The premise of the Varsity Board 

- which includes two students (one boy, one girl) from a majority of the conference schools - is 
"empowering studcnt-alhlctes to promote lcadmhip, character and knowledge" and includes dis
cussions on various topics such as sportsmanship and community involvement 

Or. Vargo is a 1981 graduate of Ohio University with a Bachelor of Arts and Sciences in Math· 
cmatics. She earned a Master of Arts in Science/Mathematics Education from Wheeling Jesuit 
College in 1987, a Master of Arts in Education Administration from West Vu-gu,ia University 
in 1993 and a Doctoral in Educational Leadership from West V,rgirua University in 2009 She 
spent more than three decades with Ohio Cowity Schools, first as a math teacher and traclc/cross 
counay coach at Wheeling Parle High School in the early I 980s; served as assistant principal and 
then in 2001, she became high school principal at Parle; assistant superintendent in 2005 and then 
in 2009, she was appointed the Deputy Superintendent of Ohio County Schools. In 2012, Dr. 
Vargo was named Superintendent of Ohio County Schools, serving in that capacity until 2016. 

A resident of Wheeling. she also serves on the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and is 
a member of lhe City of Wheeling Municipal Civic Service Commission. Dr. Vargo currently 
serves as the Director of a...duate Education and Accelcralcd Certification for Teaching Pro
giams al Wheeling University. 

Seth Staskey (Media) 
Seth Staskey (Shadyside High School, Class of 1998). Then: have been 

members of the Ohio Valley media with longer tenures than Staskey, but 
probably none more passionate about the conference and ils athletic pro
grams. In 23 years (and likely for another two decades or more), Staskcy 
has reported on sporting events up and down the Ohio River on both 
sides, in every sport imagfoablc. 

He started his journalism career in 1999 al The Times Leader, quickly 
elevating to lhc posinon of sports ed11or. In add,tion to aniclcs, columns 
and photographs appearing in the eastern Ohio newspaper, bis worlcs alsc 
appear regularly in The lnlclligencer, Wheeling News Register and The Heratd Star. He is 
also a frequent guest sports commentator for WKKX Radio and WTRF-TV7. 

Staskcy is a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association, the Ohio High School 
Athletic Associanon (OHSAA) Media Advisory Committee and a member of the OPSWA 
East District Football, Boys Basketball and Girls Basketball All-Star Selection Committee. 

His direct involvement with the OVAC includes serving as a member of the Hall of Fame 
Committee, the Track Committee, the Golf Committee and the Basketball Committee; 
handling media releases for the OVAC Rudy Mwnlcy All-Star Football Game and OVAC 
Samuel A. Mwnley All-Star Basketball Classic; and he is the public address announcer for 
the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Charnpio11$hips at Red Devil Stadium in St. Clairsville. 

Staskey also finds tune lo umpire softball from youth leagues through high school as a 
member of the Ohio Valley Board of Softball Umpires. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Dave Cisar (Coaches) 

Dave Cisar (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1964 ). Cisar 
enjoyed a historic coaching career al 
Magnolia High School in New Martinsville, W,Va., collecting an 
incredible 1,051 combined victories in baseball and football the 
most 1n OVAC history, 

In 48 years as head baseball coach, Cisar posted an 893-440 re
cord (most wins in OVAC history; second all-time in West Vir
ginia) with nine OVAC tournament or regular season titles ( 1976, 
'80, '82, '94, '98, 2000, '01, '02, 09), 10 regional championships, 
one West Virginia Class AA State Championship (2006 with 24-7 
record) and three stale runner-up finishes (1984, 2003, 2013). His teams enjoyed 
nine 20-wins seasons and five 30-win seasons. Cisar was the 2007 West Virginia 
State High School Baseball Coach of the Year. 

He went 158-107 in 24 seasons as head football coach with fourOVAC 
titles (1981, '91,'92, '98); seven WVSSACplayoffappearances(1978, '81, '83, '86, 
'88, '92 and '93) and three state runner-up finishes (1981, '92 and '93). He coached 
in the 1979 OVAC Rudy Mumlcy All-Star Football Game and the 1982 West Virgin• 
ia North-South All-Star Football Classic. He was the 1981 and 1988 lntelligenccrf 
Wheeling News Register Football Coach of the Year, 

Cisar is a member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame (2012), the 
Ohio Valley football Coaches Hall of Fame (2003), the Bishop Donahue Hall of 
Fame (2006) and the West Liberty University 
Athletic Hall of Fame (2021 ). He received the Carl R Hamill Award from the Dap
per Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1993 and was named that group's Co-Man 
of the Year m 2009, 

Terry Depew (Coaches) 
Terry Depew (Juniata (Pa.) High School, Class of 1969). This versa

tile coach spent more than a quarter century patrolling the sidelines of 
Lockhart Alumni Field on the Linsly campus in Wheeling and he was also 
the valuable right-hand man to a fellow Hall of Farner with the highly
successful Cadet baseball program. 

Depew served as head football coach at Linsly for 26 seasons ( 1980- / 
2005), putting logethcr a 156-96-1 career record. Thal included the first 
three perfect record teams in the history of the pnvate school which has a 
football history dating back to the late 1890s I 0-0 in 1986, 9-0 in 1987 
and 10-0 m 1996, 

Depew-<:oached squads had two lengthy winning strealcs - a school record 26 straight 
(1986-88) and then 19 in a row (1989-90). He guided four teams to Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference titles, winning in three different divisions - Class 3A in 1987, Class 2A in 1989 
and Class IA in 1996 and 2004. 

He coached the West Vuginia squad in the OVAC Rudy Mwnlcy All-Sw Football Game 
five times (1984, '87, '92, '97 and 2005). Depew - who coached three Hall of Fame pid
dcrs in Willie Clay, Eddie Drummond and Dan Stephens - received the Carl Hamill Award 
for coaches from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club m 1993. He was succeeded as 
Linsly's head football coach in 2006 by his son, B.J, Depew, who led the Cadets to their 
fourth unbeaten season ( 10--0) in 20 I 1. 

In the spring, Depew served as an assistant coach under Hall of Farner Gary Sprague, 
helping lead the Cadets to 13 OVAC championships. 

In addition to his coaching, Depew - a native of Mifflintown (Pa.) and a 1973 graduate of 
Bucknell University where he was a three-year lcttennan on the Bison football team- served 
as Linsly's business manager and later as the assistant headmaster. 

A second team alt-state baseball player as well as the quarterback in football at 1--------------------------------·I 
Bishop Donahue, Cisar transferred to West Liberty Stale College after one year at 
Miami-Dade Junior College and was a three-year standout pitcher on the diamond 
( 1967-69) and rwo-year captain. 
The Hilltoppcrs were 1969 WVIAC champions and went 30-5 ,n league play 
during Cisar 's three years on the diamond. 

New Martinsville named the road near the athletic fields "Dave C isar Way". 

Mike Coyne (Officials) 
Mike Coyne (St. John Central, Class of 1967) For more than 

four decades, the easily-recognizable and highly-regarded Coyne 
made his way up and down the basketball court as an official before 
finally hanging up his whistle following the 2020-21 season at the 
age of 71. 

A 42-year active member of the Oh,o Valley Board of Approved 
Basketball Officials (he's was awarded an honorary lifetime mem• 
bcrship upon his retirement), Coyne worked primary in the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference, but officiated games throughout Ohio 
and West Virgima. All told, Coyne worked a total of 24 state basketball tournaments 
(17 in Ohio and seven in West Virginia} as well as countless sectionaVdistrict/rcgfonal 
level contests, OVAC Tournament games and OVAC Samuel A . Mumlcy All-Star 
Basketball Games 

Coyne also refereed the highly-publicized match-up featuring LcBron James and 
Akron St. Vmccnt•St. Mary against Carmelo Anthony and Oalc Hill in Columbus in 
2002. 

Coyne was honored with induction into the Ohio High School Athletic Association's 
Officials Hall of Fame in 2008. He was named the OHSAA Official of the Year in 
1990; the District I 2 Basketball Coaches Association Official of the Year in 1989 and 
the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Official of the Year in 2019. 

He was the first inductoc into the Cancer Research Classic Hall of Fame in 2020, havtng 
worked at least one game in each of the first 12 years of the prestigious hoops evenl 

He received an Outstandmg Achievement Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Club 1n 1992 and was the recipient of the OVAC Robert Dawson Officials Award in 2021 

Jim Capito (Athlete. t950s) 

Jim Capito (Bellaire High School, Class of 1958). A school and 
Ohio Valley sprint and jwnp record-setter, he earned three All-Valley 
track honors including four events as a senior: 100-yard, 220-yard and 
440-yard dashes and long jwnp. 

As a senior, he set Big Reds' school records in the 220 (22.0), 440 
(50.8) and in the longjwnp (23-10 112), the latter an Ohio Valley record 
which lasted 30 years until 1988, He was the individual top scorer in three 
major meets • OVAC, Bellaire Relays and the District meet qualifier for 
the Ohio state meet where a leg injury ended his prep career 

He set OVAC records in the I 00. 220 and long jwnp. Al the prestigious Bellaire Relays, 
he won the I 00, 220 and set a meet record of 51.25 in the 440. 

As a junior, the Big Red was All-Valley in three events and placed seventh in the 220 at 
the Ohio State Meet for AII-Oh10 honors. He also set an OVAC and Martins Ferry Relays 
220 standard and set two Bellaire Relays records. He anchored a school-record 880-yard 
relay unll mark of l :33.8 

In his sophomore season, he lied the 220-yard mark of 23.3 at the Bellaire Relays, the 
area's top invttational regular season meet dunng that era. 

He also was a member of Big Reds' football and basketball teams, 
His track exploits started as a freshman when he was the individual top scorer in the 

OVAC Freshman Meet by winning the 100 and 220 sprints, anchoring the winning sprint 
relay unit and placing second in the long jump. 

Edmund DiBacco (Officials) 

Edmund DiBacco (Follansbee High School, Class of 1969). He began 
calling balls and strikes right out of high school and became a fixrurc on 
high school and college baseball diamonds for 34 years ( 1969-2002). 

DiBacco worked at the highest level in West Virginia prep ranks, 
wnpiring six WVSSAC State Tournaments in either Parkersburg or 
Charleston. He also bad 3 I West Virginia Sectional games and 20 
Region I Tournament games to his credit along with eight Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Tournament games. 
DiBacco also spent 31 years working college baseball contests, includ

ing the NCAA Division Ill Regional Tournament in Marietta and home games for countless 
teams including Bethany, West Liberty, Washmgton & Jefferson, Pitt. West Virginia, Kent 
State, Duquesne, Point Park and LaRochc 

He also had 32 years with American Legion action, mcluding c1gh1 West Virginia State 
Tournaments, six National Legion Regional Tournaments and the 1991 American Legion 
World Scncs 1n Boyertown, Pa. 

D1Bacco wnpired at the U.S Olympic Trials m 1992 in MillingtOn Tennessee. 

Roger Holdinsky (Athlete - 1950s) 

Roger Holdinsky (Moundsville High School, Class of 1958). Football 
and track were his best sports but he competed in four sports as a Tro;an 1 

and three sports at West Virginia University. 
As a prep senior, he led the Trojans to a 9-l record and was first team 

All-State Class AA, first team All-OVAC and co-captain oflhe All• Valley 
"Big School" selections. He led stale largest class scoring with 129 points 
while "Mr. Everything", according lo the All-State release, also passed, 
quick kicked, punted, kicked off and booted conversions, and played 
defense, He rushed for 1,106 yards on 163 canics (6 8 avg). 

The Trojan flash scored 19 TDs, added 125 PATs and passed for two TDs. He averaged 
S0. 7 yards on seven quick kicks and intercepted eight passes on defense. He amassed 1,753 
all-purpose yards in 10 games for rushing, passing, returns and intcrecprions. 

He also was captain and top scorer as a senior basketball player. A four-year football and 
basketball perfonner, he also competed two each year in baseball and track, where he was a 
sprinter, jwnpcr and pole vaulter. 

The 5-foot-11, 160-poundcr earned a football scholarship to West Virginia U., where he 
not only was a four-year perfonner (one year on the freshman team and three varsity letters 
as a two-way back and kick returner) and the Mountamccrs' first varsity athlete to letter in 
three unrelated sports in several years. 

He was a record-setting track sprinter-jumper with a school-record 21.5 seconds for 220 
yards and 46-foot, 4-inches for the hop, step and jwnp. He won the Southern Conference 220 
as a senior and was WVU's top 1rack scorer his last two years. He also lettered in swimming 
and earned WVU's ·•outstanding Minor Sports Athlete" award for 1962. 

Despite his size, he was drafted by the Green Bay Packers in the 15th Round (210 overall 
pick) of the l 962 NFL Draft, but opted to return home for crnploymenl. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Bruney (Athlete -1960s) Gary 'Tony' Marvin (Athlete -1960s) 

Bab Br11nq (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1960}. He was a Gary "Tolfy • Marvin (Wheeling High School, Class of 1962). One 
football-wrestling standout for the Purple Rid= before joining the Ohio of the most honored prep athlelCS in Wildcat history, he earned nine let-
State University football program. ters as a threc-spon regular and served as team co-captain in football, 

Known as "Bullet Bob", the 5-foot-9, 165-pound two-way football basketball and track. 
back averaged six yards a carry for the 10--0 record Ferry team which In basketball, he scored 1,399 career points {22.S average) in three 
won OVAC Class AA honors in I 959 and was ranked nindt in the Ohio seasons, one of the top two totals in school history. As a senior, he aver• 
largest Class AA poll. He earned All-Eastern Ohio honors, second team aged 25.0 points and earned ftrst team all-class "Big All-State" plus 
All-OVAC and honorable mention on the largest Class AA All-Ohio team Class AAA and UPI All-St.ate. He was first team All-OVAC Class AAA 
at defensive back. captain and co-captain of the All-City team. As a junior, he averaged 22.1 

In wn:slling, he was a standout on the second and dt1rd wrestling teams at the school which points on an 18-7 record team which won sectional and regional titles to qualify for the state 
were coached by Hall of Farner John (Corley} Vrotsos. As a junior, he was OVAC runner-up event, where he was all-tournament. He earned first team AII-OVAC, All-City and third team 
at_ 145 pounds before improvfog as a senior to OVAC 154-pound champion, district ntlist and all-class "Big All-State". As a sophomore, be averaged 20.3 points and earned second team 
third place m the Ohio championships, The senior co-capt.a1n sported a 22-1 record. All-OVAC, honorable mention all-class "Big All-State" and was the only sophomore on the 

He went on to play football at OSU where he earned two varsity len= as a defensive back ftrst team All-City. 
after being a sophomore member of the 1961 team which went 8-0-1, won dtc Big Ten Con- In football, the S-foot-11, 145-pound two-way back was selected Mr. Football and Wildcat 
fcrencc title, and was ranked No 2 nationally in both wire service polls. team MVP as a senior when he was firsl team All-OVAC largest Class AAA, second team 

After collcg~, h~ served as Ferry's head wrestling coach ( J 976-77), football coach (1974- All-Valley .. Big School", second Team All-State "AAA" and captain of All-City team. As a 
18) and athletic director ( 1985-94). He was a wrestling official for 17 years and is inducted Junior, he was second team All-OVAC Class AAA and All-City after being honorable mention 
into the Manins Ferry Athletic Hall ofFamc and the school All-City as a sophomore. 
Wrestling Hall of Fame. He received the OVAC's Mr. Mal award in 1995 He blossomed as a senior in track when he was the leading scorer in the all-class OVAC 

Bruncy's Ferry football coaching record was 26-24 after coaching Ironton High (1966-71) Track Meet with 17 points, the second highest total in 20 meets at the lime. He won the 440-
to a 29-29·2 mark including 9-1 1n his final season. yard ~d 220-yard_sprints, placed second in the 100 and tied forth1rd in the high jump. He also 

t--------------------------------l won mies at the C1ty Meet, Steel Valley League Meet and the regional before placing fourth in 
the 440 at the W,Va. Class AAA State Meet in Charleston. He earned All-Valley track honors. 

Courtney Snyder (Athlete -1970s) 

Coumrey Snyd~r (Steubenville High School, Class of 1973). The 6-2, 
190-poundcr enioycd a tremendous senior season for Big Red, playing 
m a power-laden league that fealUrcd teams such as Massmon, Canton 
McKinley, Warren Harding and Niles McKinley. 

Snyder rushed for 1,039 yards and 11 TDs in nine games as a senior, 
a season in which Coach Abe Bryan's Big Red went 7-3, He also landed 
13 passes for 161 yards. 

The legendary Steubenville grid boss called Snyder, "the best all
around back I've seen this year, including our opponents." 

Snyder garnered Class AAA All-State, All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Eastern District 
grid honors. 

He was also a standout for the Big Red hoop squad, earning first-team All-OVAC Class 
AAA plaudits 

1:he ~lented runner was recruited by a host of Division I schools, finally opting for Indiana 
University, coached by Lee Corso. Snyder scripted a tremendous caro:r with the Hoosiers 
earning a starting berth as a freshman. ' 

Snyder hll the ground ruMing in Bloomington, establishmg school records for season 
and career rushing yards after his first three years. He was named first-team All-Big Ten as 
a sophomore after gaining 1,254 yards, and was tagged second-team AU-Big Ten team as a 
junior after gaining 1,103 yards. As fate would have it, his senior season was cut shon in his 
first game after just five cames for 8 yards. 

His career totals are 631 rushes for 2,789 yards. He was a Hoosier grid co-captain as a 
senior, He was featured on the cover of a preseason nanonal media guide. promoting All
America and Holsman Trophy Award candidates. Corso, now an ESPN Game Day celebrity. 
called Snyder, "the best running back I've ever coached." 

Lori Heady (Athlete - t980s) 

Lari Heady (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1980), Heady was 
nothing short of dominating for Coach Dave Lmn's basketball jug
gernaut 

The talented 6-foot center tallied 1,594 career points dunng her illus
trious Trail career Her final three campaigns saw Linn's charges com
pile a 71-4 record while advancing to the stale tournament each season. 

As a senior, Heady averaged 19 points and 12 rebounds per contest. 
She garnered first-team All-Ohio honors from both the UPI and AP. Both 
wire services named her the Class A Player of the Year. 

During her final campaign at Trail, she held led her team to a sparkling 26-1 record. The 
lone blemish came in the stale championship game, falling to Mansfield St. Peter's. 61-57. 

She was a first-team All-OVAC, All-D1stnc1 12 and All-Eastern District selection while 
also being named honorable mention All-American. She played in the OVAC and District 
12 all-star games. 

As a junior, Heady was an integral part in Trail capturing the coveted state basketball 
championship. The Warriors capped a sparkling 23-2 season by downing Holgate, S 1-32, 
in the Class A title tilt She was a first-team All-Ohio selection as she averaged 15 points a 
game. Heady was a third-team all-state honoree as a sophomore, a campaign 1n which she 
averaged 16 S points per contest. 

Tra1l amassed a superb 22• I record 1n her sophomore season. The lone blemish came at 
the hands of SmithV1lle. 41-38, in the Class A stale tourney semifinals 

Heady continued her basketball career at the Un1vcrs1ty of Charleston. She earned three 
letters on the collegiate level, nctnng 873 career point and &07 rebounds. Heady helped 
Charleston pocket three WVIAC regular-season crowns and two conference tournament 
championships. Charleston reached the NAIA Nanonal Tournament 1w1ce. 

Heady was previously inducted into the East Guernsey/Buckeye Trail and District 12 
Basketball Coaches Associanon halls of fame .. 

At Marshall, he was a basketball walk--0n and competed on the freshman team. 
After college, he was a long-rime Ohio County basketball coach/assistant coach in junior 

high, junior varsity and at Wheeling Park High School 

Richard Summers (Athlete - 1970s) 
Richard S11mmers (Sistersville High School, Class of 1978). This bas

ketball standout put up some prolific numbers while performing for the 
Tigers, earning the nickname "Radar Richard " 

Summers finished with 1,824 career points before heading off to Con• 
cord College where he played for three seasons. 

The 6-2 dandy averaged a whopping 38 2 points per game as a senior 
{1978) the highest total s1nce St. John Ccntral's Allan Hornyak's 41 9 in 
1969 As a result, he was the top scorer ,n the state that season. 
That same season, Summers scored 74 points in a 113-88 win over Win 

County, He also tallied games of 59, 
SS and 54 that winter. 

He was accorded first-team honors for the All-W. Va. Class A, OVAC Class A and All
Valley Small School teams. 

As a junior, Summers averaged 26.1 points, seventh best in the state. He led the Tigers to 
a 20-5 campaign, falling to Gauley Bridge in the state semifinals. The talented sharpshooter 
was first-team All-W, Va., All-OVAC Class A and All-Valley "Small School". 

Summers enJoyed a sparkling sophomore season, averaging 17 points a contest as Sisters
ville compiled a 21-3 campaign. He was a third-team All-Valley selection. 

Summers has also scripted a superb coaching resume, guiding the Tyler Consolidated vol
leyball team to much success. 

Jeff Woofter (Athlete - 1980s) 

Jeff Woofter (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1981), Woofter was 
a football, wrestling and track star for the Golden Bears. It was on the 
gridiron, however, where the 6-5, 238-poundcr made bis biggest impact, 
following in the footsteps of older brother, Jim, who starred at TCMcssec. 

Woofter was a three-year staffer on the offensive line and linebacker 
for Oak Glen while also handling the punting chores. During his senior 
campaign, he was named first-team All-W. Va. in Class AAA, first-team 
All-Valley and first-team All-OVAC. The Golden Bears enjoyed a win
ning campaign that fall, marking just the fourth such season in school 
annals. 

An exclamation point on his banner senior campaign was Woofter receiving the coveted 
Hunt Award, which is presented to the West Virginia All-Class Lineman of the Year. 

He charted 120 tacld'.'5 at linebacker as a senior while picking off three passes, covering 
three fumbles and forcmg five others.Woofter topped all Ohio Valley punters with a 4-0.7 
average. 

As a junior, he was accorded second-team All-St.ate honors while being tabbed first-team 
All-OVAC. He graded out at 90 percent blocking efficiency before grading 91 percent as 
a scmor~ 

WooAer's bulk and athleticism !ended themselves nicely 10 the basketball hardwood. He 
was a three-year hoop starter for the Golden Bears, netting more than 800 career points. 

He was also standout in track and ftcld, earning three lctt=. He qualified for the West 
Vug,n1a st.ate meet in the shot put and discus two years, placing third as a senior in the discus 
with a toss of l 53-8. 

After receiving his Oak Olen diploma, Woofter took his immense grid skills to Penn State 
University, choosing the Ninany Lions over some 50 Division I offers. Woofter was a two
year staner for Coach Joe Paterno in Happy Valley. 

He is currently the superintendent for the Barbour County School District. He previously 
served as Hancock County sheriff. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Darin Ford (Athlete. 1990s) 

DtlNI Ford (Cambridge High School, Class of 1990). Name the sport and 
chis fonncr Bobcat shined brightly. 
All told, Ford earned 10 varsity letters for the Bobe.a is, including tlu.:e in 
foo1ball and basketball and four in track and field. 

It was in football when: Ford made his biggest impact. Twice named to lhe 
Associaicd Press' All-Ohio fust team in 
Division a, Ford finished his career with 3,697 rushing yards, which cur
rently ranks second in Cambridge High history. He had a single game of388 
yards against Zanesville, which still stands as a school record. Along with 
the aforementioned All-Ohio accolade, Ford was named All-Eastern Disuict in Division a as a 
sophomore, junior and senior. The latter two seasons, he was named Otrcnsive Back of the Year. 
He was also recognized as Firsl-Tcam AII-OVAC as both a junior and senior and he was named 
to the All-ECOL squad. 

On the hardwood, Ford finished his career with I ,026 points. which currently stands as founh
most in CHS history. He was named third team All-Ohio as a senior after a campaign in which 
he averaged 20 poinlS a game. He was named second team All-OVAC Class AAAA and fust team 
All-District 12 as both a junior and senior. Ford was a part of the fust Bobc.alS team lo play in the 
OHSAA Division D State Townament in 1988 and was the fust player to make a 3-point shot in 
the Stale tournament. 
Speed was the name of the game in the spring for Ford as he shined in the short sprints. He ran 

10.8 in 1990 in the 100, which tied Doug Donley's school record, and 22.34 as a junior in the 200, 
which is the third-best time. He ran in the Division D state meet as part of the Bobcats' 4x100 relay, 
which clocked a school-record time of 42.74. He was named the team's most outstanding track 
pcrfonner as a junior and senior. 

Ford was named the recipient of the Cambridge High School Ray Volz Award, which goes 1o 

the school's most outstanding male athlete. He was also inducted as part of the charter cl= of the 
Cambridge High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017. 
After his prep career, Ford went to the University of Akron where he played foo1ball and lcacrcd 

twice. He played primarily on special teams in 1992, worlccd his way into the offensive rotation 
in 1993 by starting four games. He amassed 202 yards rushing, 194 yards n,,;eiving and saw ac
tion as a 
punt returner. He was a team captain for the Zips in 1994 and when he ranked second on the team 
with 45 canics for 205 yards. He was named an Outstanding Senior Award winner and an Otrcn
sivc Back of the Year award winner. 

He played professional football in Europe and had a tryout with the Hamilton TigcrCats of the 
Canadian Football League. 

D.J. Duke (Athlete. 2000s) 

D.J. Duk (River High Schoo~ Class of 2009). Although he shined in fOOl
bal~ it was in the shot put circle where this fonncr Pilot left his biggest imprint 

Duke waslcd little time asserting himself into !he Ohio Valley throwing 
scene. He launched the shot put to a marlc of better than 50 feet as a freshman, 
something very seldom accomplished. He qualified for the OHSAA Division 
DI state meet that season, bu! he didn'l n.,st on his accomplishments. 

During the winter, before his sophomore season, Duke cxpcrirncnted wi1h 
learning how to spin, which for a shot puller is high risk, bu! high reward. He 
earned a rc1um trip lo the statc meet after claiming the district title and the 
silver medal al the regional. 

Continuing to woric on the spin, Duke mastered the lradc prior to his junior season. He pul forth 
an undefeated campaign that cu1minatcd with his first Division m state championship, which he 
claimed with a mark of60 feet, which was nearly four feet better than his nearest competitor. 

Stil~ though, then: was motivation for Duke, who found himself competing again.sl the tape 
measure in most mccls during his senior campaign. He won those oornpelitions. too. Duke defended 
his state championship with a stale meet and state-record marlc of 68-8 114. Thal proved lo be the 
fifth time he broke the state record his senior season. 

All 10ld, Duke won foor OVAC and district championships and throe regional titles. As of 2022, 
he still owns the Stale meet and state record 

Duke competed in the Nike Outdoor National Track and Field Championships in 2009 and 
camcd All-America staluS with a sixth-place finish. 

On top of the shot put he also worked himself into a solid discus thrower He posted the top mark 
m theOVAC asasemor at 159-7. He alsoqual1ficd 1othc state meet as a senior. 

Duke rumed down several Division I track offers 10 an.end Division II power Ashland University. 
He quahficd for the NCAA Division II national meet both indoor and outdoor and earned All
Arncrica honors in both. 

Duke's prowess on the fOOlball field was also impressive as he was a foor-ycar mainstay along 
both Imes for the Pilots. He was named FU'SI-Tcam All-Oh10 Division VI after his junior and senior 
seasons as well as Eastern District [).VJ Defensive Player of the Year twice. He also took part in 
the OVAC All-Star Football Game. 

Eric McGhee (Athlete. t990s) 
Clll'tis McGllu (Wheeling Central Catholic, Class of 1993). It didn 'I mat• 

tcr whal the sport was, this fonner Maroon Knight is one of the mos I impres
sive to ever wear a Central uniform. 

Though he lettered multiple times in throe sports, it was on the foo1ball field 
where McGhec left his biggest impact 

McGhec tallied an impressive 4,487 all-purpose yards during two seasons 
as the chief option for the Knights. Included in that total are 3,883 yards 
rushing and he also scored 48 touchdowns. 

As a senior, McGhce did the bulk of that damage. He acrually led the entire 
OYAC and state of West Virginia in rushing yards en route to placing third in the voting for the 
prestigious Kennedy Award. 

HetrailedonlyOVAC Hall ofFamer MarkCisarand future Pro Football Hall ofFamcr Randy Moss 
in the voting. During that season, McGhec posted 2,690 of the aforementioned all-purpose yards. 
He rushed for 2,330 stripes and scored 30 touchdowns on 314 carries. Defensively, McGhee left his 
marlc as well, tallying 66 tackles and six intcra:ptions. He also punted with an impressive 38. 7 yard 
average. During his junior campaign, McGhce accounted for 1,797 all-purpose yards in 12 
games. He rushed for 1,453 yards and 18 touchdowns. Defensively, he posted 79 tackles and an 
interception. 

Obviously, McGhce's fine seasons did not go unnoticed. He was named lo the West Vuginia 
All-State Class AA learn, AII-OVAC and All-Valley squads. He was a co-captain of the big-school 
squad as a senior. He camcd all of the same =ladl:s as a junior. Since his prep career ended, 
be was named to the Top 50 Ohio Valley Football Players of the last 50 years by the Wheeling 
newspapers. 

On top of fOOlball, McGhcc was a three-year mainslay in basketball and baseball. He earned 
AII-OVAC, All-Valley and AU-West Vuginia honors in both sports. He also played in the OYAC 
All-Star Game in all throe of his chief sports. 

After graduation, McGhcc accepted a scholazship lo play at the University of PittsburilJ as 
a defensive back. He put forth an impressive career with the Panthers. lettering four times. He 
finished his career with 244 tackles, which still ranks in the top 2S in Pitt history. He served as a 
captain during the 1997 season. 

Stephanie Morgan (Athlete. 2000s) 

Supluutie Morgan (Barnesville High ScbooL Class of 2009). The term 
'grealcsl of all time' gets thrown around quite frequently. However, when it 
comes to Ohio Valley female disiance running, the acronym GOAT is totally 
accurau:. 

Mo,gan arrived at Barnesville High after competing as an eighth grader and 
freshman in Clarlcslon, Mich. Her family moved back to the Ohio Valley in 
the summer of2006 and as it pertains lo distance running, records and awards, 
the rest is history. 
Morgan wasted little time in asserting herself in the Ohio prep running scene. 

After finishing fifth in the Division m state cross country mcc~ Morgan basically never lost 
another race inside the state of Ohio. 

All told, Morgan claimed eight OHSAA state championships. She won a pair of cross country 
titles in 2007 and 2008. She didn'ljust win those races, she ran away from the field. As a junior, 
Mo,gan broke the tape in 17:27.36, which was 61 seconds faster than her nearest competitor. 
Mo,gan won throe OVAC cross country titles, three district titles and lhn:c regional crowns. She 

also claimed the Nike Midwest Regional meet and went on lo finish 16th at Nike Nationals. She 
was a finalist at the National Cross Country Foot Locker nationals as a senior. 

As a senior, she won the state CC title with a time of 17:57 and was 38 seconds ahead of the 
runner-up finisher. 

On the track, Morgan was even more dominant After finishing state runner-up in the 1600 in 
Michigan as a frosh, Morgan didn't lose again. She won the 1600-metcr run title as a sophomore, 
junior and senior. Her winning time as a sophomore was 4:45.21, which was a state and state 
meet record. 
She claimed the 3200.metcr run crown as a sopbomon: and !hen shifted to the 800 for her final 
two pn:p campaigns, but the distance didn't matter. She still dominated, running a 2:09. 77 as a 
senior, which was a state and state meet rocord. 

Morgan was named both Ohio's Gatorade Female Cross Country (2007 and 2008) and Track 
Athlete of the Year twice (2008 and 2009). As a senior, junior, she was an All-American in the 
ISOOM thanks to a third-place finish at the USA Junior Nationals. As a senior, she won the mile 
al the prestigious Penn Relays in Philadelphia. 
After highschooi Morgan attended Baylor University. She ran in the NCAA Division I National 

Championships for the Bears as a f=hman. She lransfcrrcd to the University of Illinois after 
one season and had an impressive career there, loo. With the ntini, she competed at the NCAA 
Outdoor Nationals in the 1500 in 2011; she was part of a Big Ten Indoor Track championship 
squad in 2013 and earned All-Big Ten acclaim twice, including a runner-up finish in the 800 dur
ing the 2011 indoor campaign. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Teddi Jo Maslowski (Athlete - 2010s) 

Teddi Jo MIISlows/ri (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, 
Class of2011). As it pertains to female hurdling in the Ohio Valley, v~ 
few, , f any, have done 11 better than this fonner Crusader. 

Maslowski put forth a career that won'I ever be forgotten. After all, 
it included an amazing seven state championships, I 5 total AU-Ohio 
finishes, a Division Ill team state championship in 2011 and a perfect 
16 of 16 in OVAC championships. 

Though she did win an OVAC lltle 1n the JOO-meter dash as a 
freshman.it didn 'I take long for Catholic Central coaches to realize that 
hurdles were gomg to be the keynote cvent{s) for Maslowski. 

As a freshman, Maslowski got her feet wet at the state meet by finishing seventh in the 
100 high hurdles and third in the 300 lows. 

Maslowski rcrumed in 2009 and claimed her first stale championship, wmnmg the high 
hurdles in 14.71. She was part of a stale runner-up 4x200 team and also finished with silver 
in the low hurdles. 

In 20 I 0, Maslowski continued her domination in the high hurdles, skimming the flight 
in 14.44, which at the time was a stale meet record. She then anchored the 4x200 team 10 

a gold medal and made it a hurdle sweep with a 42.61, which was both a Division Ill state 
and state meet record at the time. She was also pan of the 4x!OO team that fmished fifth. 

Continumg her brilhancc as a senior, Maslowski made it a three-peat in the high hurdles 
in 2011, breaking her own state-meet record with a 14.39. She anchored tbe 4x2 to another 
title in I :42.64 and repeated in the lows witb a 44 79. She completed hcr brilliant career with 
a stale runner-up finish m the long Jump in what was really the only season she focused on 
the event. 

With Maslowski's 28 individual points, the IO from tbe 4x2 and the 4x I team's ability lo 
register a sixth-place finish, the Crusaders won the team lllle with 41 points, 

Maslowski was named the Eastern District's Div1S1on Ill Female Track Athlete of the 
Year four times. 

A standout in the classroom as well, Maslowski signed to continue her career at Duke 
Unwcrslly where she evenrually shd\cd 10 a mulli-cvent pcrfonncr, She qualified to the 
NCAA Division I Outdoor Nationals in 2015, earning honorable mention Alt-America in 
the heptathlon In 2015, she took part in the NCAA Indoor National Meet and earned second 
team Alt-America in the long jump. She also ran on a 4x4 at the national level m 2014. She 
was All-ACC three limes during the indoor season and twice during outdoor 

When she departed Durham, Maslowski owned seven Duke University records and the 
indoor long jump mark of20-9 1/4 s11lt stands. 

Maslowski competed professionally for a few years after college and worked for the pres
tigious Santa Barbara Track Club as an instructor and youth track and field coach. 

Robert 'Bob' Dawson (Coach) 

Robm 'Bob' DIIWSOII (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1958). 
Dawson enjoyed tremendous coaching suoo:ss al Wellsville and East 
Liverpool during a 40-ycar career as a teacher/coach/administrator, finishing 
with an overall rocord of264-98. 

His Wellsville teams compiled a 237~ rnarlc; posted four undefeated sea· 
sons; were ranked in the AP poll eight times and won three state poll champion
ships. Under his rutelagc, Wellsville won three OVAC championships (1975, 
'76 and '77), IO sectional titles, three district crowns and one rcgiooal cham
pionship, appearing in the OHSAA ''Final Fouf' in 1976 where they lost to 
cvi:ntual state champion Dayton Roth in the state semifinals to finish with a spa,iding 22-1 n:cord. 

After retiring at Wellsville, became head coach at East Livcrpool. Taking over a team which had 
a 1-20rccord, bythec,v,lofhis lhirdand 6nalycar, the Pou,:rswon 16games; wass~rankedand 
won their first sectional title in 18 seasons. 

He was a three-time Ohio Coach of the Year (1972, '74 and '76); was a finalist for the OVAC 
Coach of the Year Award in 1975; received a total of28 Coach of the Year awards; and was a 
three-time honoree by the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley. 

He served as head coach of the U.S. All-Stars for SoMy Vaccaro's 1976 Roundball Classic 
in Pittsburgh (now known as the McDonald's All-American Game); coached in the OHSBCA 
North-South All-Star Basketball Classic. 

Dawson was a tri-founder of the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic along with Earl Habcrfietd 
and Henry "Hank" UIUS7. and the OVAC Basketball Referee Award is named in his honor. 

As an athlete, Dawson was a two-time all-Ohioan al East Liverpool and a three-year swter 
at Bowling Gra:n State University aVcraging 6.8 points per game for his career. He was team 
captain as a senior in 1962 when BGSU was ranked No. 8 in the country; won the MAC cham
pionship and played in the NCAA Tournament. 

He was previously inducted into the East Liverpool Athletic Hall of Fame (1997), the 
Wellsville Alhletic Hall of Fame (charter class), tbe District S Baskcibalt Coaches Hall of Fame 
(2002) and the Columbiana County Coaches Association Hall of Fame (2023). 
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Kelly Rine (OVAC 'Family') 
Kdly RiM (Bridgq)ort High School, Class of 1979). Rine has served the 
conference in countless roles, always working for the bettcnncnt of the 
student-athletes of the Ohio Valley. 
After graduating &om West Liberty State College with a Bachelor of Arts 

dcgrcc in Physical Educationl1>rivcr Education, his teaching car= started 
at SL Clairsville High School where he also coached football under the late 
Gt:orgc Stragcr After three years al SL C. (1985-87), he wcnl onto Ohto 
University and received his Master ofSeience dcgi,:e in Physical Education/ 
Athletic AdnunlSlrat!on while also serving as a graduate assistant football 
coach for lwo seasons. 
For the next 11 years (1990-200 I). Rine was employed al Alexander Local Schools in Albany 
as teacher, coach, Dean of Students and Athletic Director. Al Alexander, he co-founded and was 
chairman of the annual HOOPS Invitational, a one day high school basketball extravaganza held 
at the Ohio University Convocation Center. 
In 2001, he accepted the Athletic Director position at Meadowbrook High School where 

he rcmainal until 2006. He served a two-year stint as the President of the EO!AAA while al 
Meadowbrook. 
In the fall of 2006, Rine became the Athletic Director at SL Clairsville, retiring from tha! 

position at the end of the 2018-19 school year. While he was al SL C., the annual OVAC Cal 
Giffin Track Championships were moved to Red Devil Stadium, with Rine serving as the Site 
Manager. 
He served as President ofSEOIAAA, rcprcscntativc to the OIAAA Board of Control and 

co-cham:d the OIAAA State Confcrcncc in 1998 for the Southeast District. He was a committee 
member for the 2003 and 200') Stale Confcn:nccs hosted by the East DistriCI. He allaincd his CAA 
designation in 1997. 
He was the Southeast District Athletic Administrator of the Year in 1999 and received the same 

honor m 2012 from the East District. In the spring of 2003, he received the NIAAA Distin
guished Service Award presented by the EO!AAA, and the National Federation Citation award 
in 2004. He was inducted into the O!AAAHall of Fame in 201S and was awarded the OVAC 
Cal Giffin Track & Field Service Award in 2019. 
Rine has sCIVCd on the OVAC Executive Board as the Class 4A representative since 2004; 

began serving as the OVAC Class IIA-2AGolfDircctorin 2021 and is a mcmbcrofOVAC Halt 
of Fame Committee. He also was the Founder/Director of the George Strager Memorial Camp 
for 25 years (1990-2014) and is also a member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Commi110c. 
He is also a football official and softball umpire, and has worked the OVAC all-star games in 

Robert 'Bob' Robinson (OVAC 'Contributor') 
Robert 'Bob' Ribonson (Harrisville CNV) High School, Class of 1963). 

Robinson has been "the man" when it comes to suppomng the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Hall of Fame since its inception in 2004, serving as 
the presenting sponsor of the event. 

His yearly contributions-which to date total in e~cess ofS70,000 arc 
the primary source of funds that enable the conference to honor and show
case the individuals who make up its rich history. 

The owner of Robinson Auto Group located al The Highlands (he pur
chased his 6rst auto dealership in New Martinsville, WV in 1974), he also 
served the OVAC in a coaching role, first as head girls' basketball coach al Mounl de Chantal 
Visitation Academy and then for 20 year as an assistanl to Penn Kurtz at Wheeling Central. 

Robinson, a supponcr of several individual schools within the conference as well, has had 
a heavy involvement with the YMCA of Wheelmg, receiving the "Light of the Valley" award 
in 2009. 

A graduate of West Vi,ginia University, he is a lifetime member of the WVU Alumni 
Association and is a member of the Mountaineer Athlclic Club. He was a 2013 inductee into 
the Wesl Vugfoia University John Chambers College of Business and Economics Hall of 
Fame. Robinson also received the OVAC Denny Magruder Distinguished Scrv,ce Award m 
2011, the second such honoree following the award's namesake 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Penn Kurtz (Coaches) 

Penn Kurtz (Medina High School, Class of 1973). He ranks near the 

top of all-time successful girls' basketball coaches in OVAC history, 
serving 28 years as head coach at Wheeling Central after a seven-year 
stint as an assistant He retired from coaching following the 2019-20 
season with an impressive career record of S 17-257 record. 
The Maroon KnighlS qualified for an OVAC-record 25 West Virginia 

State TownarnenlS by winning sectional and regional titles. WCC partici
pated in IO stale championship games under Kurtz, winning three Class 
A crowns (2004, 2008 and 2018) while finishing as the runner-up seven 
times (1994, 1996, 1998, 2003, 2005, 2012 and 2015). 

Kurtz-coached team won eight OVAC championships (1994. 1998, 2005, 2012, 2015, 
2017, 2018 and 2020), second most in OVAC history behind fellow Hall of Farner Robert 
"Bubba" Kapral of St. John Central; and won more than 500 games, second most in confer
ence history to another Hall of Farner, Stan Blankenship of John Marshall. 

Kurtz, a graduate of Ohio University, was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year 
Award in 2008 and 2018. 

Dick Reasbeck (Athlete -1950s) 
Dick Reasb«k (St. John Central, Class of 1959). He was a sharp-shoot

ing lnsh guard who earned first team, five-player All-Ohio largest Class AA 
as a senior. Also a first team All-OVAC Class AA and All-Eastern District 
selecllon who scored 50 I potnlS for a 27.1 per game average, he played in 
the annual Ohio North-South All-Star Game. 

As a junior, he sported a 18.9 point norm and earned first team All• 
Easlem District and honorable mention All-Ohio. 

He also was a three-year regular in baseball and played football two 
seasons. 

The basketball sharp-shooter earned a scholarship to Ohio State where he was a thn,e
year letterman on nationally-ranked learns after competing on the freshman team while the 
varsity squad - led by Jerry Lucas and John Havlicek • won the NCAA crown, 

In his sophomore year, the Buckeyes went unbeaten in regular season (27-1 overall) and 
finished as NCAA runner-up to Cincirtnati. He averaged 3.1 poinlS. 

As a junior, the Buckeyes (26-2) again finished as NCAA runner-up to Cinc1Mati, with 
Rcasbcck averaging 8.2 poinlS in a sixth man role. 

He was a senior regular as the Buckeyes finished with a 20-4 record. Reasbcck averaged 
15. 1 poinlS a game and was accorded second team All-Big Ten Conference, He scored a 
high 32 poinlS vs. Purdue. 

After college, Rcasbcck signed in 1963 with the baseball Los Angeles Angels and pitched 
two seasons for the Class AA minor league San Jose team. 

Ted Tomasovich (Athlete - 1960s) 
Ttd Tomtuovkl, (Weir High School, Class of 1964). He was a three

sport, three-year regular in football, baske1ball and baseball on top-record 
teams who became a Hall of Farner and two-sport, three-year regular at 
Georgia Toch and later a two-year professional baseball player. 

In football, Tomasovicb quarterbacked three Red Rider learns including 
a 10·1 record stale Class AAA championship team as a sophomore and an 
8-2 record team as a senior. Career-wise, he passed for 1,407 y:uds and 17 
TDs for a run-oriented offense. 

In basketball, the 6-foot-3 forward started on three Red Rider learns 
which became the only OVAC largest class school to advance to three straight state title 
games. He earned all-state tournament twice as a junior and senior as well as AII-OVAC 
and All-State mention. Playing with charter OVAC Hall of Farner Ron (Fritz) Williams, 
the Red Riders ended 25-1 in 1962 with an OVAC Class AAA title and overall No. I state 
regular season poll ranking before ending stale runner-up. A year later, Weir won the state 
Class AAA crown with a 19-S record as Tomasovich earned All-OVAC and third team 
all-class "Big" All-State honors. As a senior, the Red Riders ended runner-up in the state 
3-A tournament and he earned AII-OVAC and honorable mention, all-class "Big" All-State. 
Tomasovich averaged double figures in points and rebounds for his career while Weir had 
a 62-8 record. 

In baseball, the pitcher-outfielder was an all-class All-State honorable mention choice 
as a senior. 

The Weir High Wall of Farner received an athletic scholarship to Georgia Tech and 
became a two-sport. three-year regular in basketball and baseball. He played 76 basketball 
games with a career point average of 12.7 including IS points per game as a senior. He 
was a pitcher, first baseman and outfielder in baseball and earned NCAA All-District as a 
senior when he batted .381 with five home runs and 38 RBI -all team bests. Career-wise, 
he started 48 games with a .366 batting average and S-4 record on the mound. He set a Tech 
career pitching record by allowing the fewest hits (S4) with over I 00 innings pitched. He 
was elected to the Georgia Tech Sports Hall of Fame in 1986. 

Tomasovich was drafted twice by major league baseball. The San Diego Padres picked 
him in 1968 before the Cincinnati Reds selected him in 1969. He signed with the Reds and 
played two minor league seasons. He passed away in 2020 in Southern California. 

Don Cash comcials> 
Don Casi, (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1975). He wore the 

whistle and zebra stripes for more than four decades and was one of the 
most respected basketball officials in the Ohio Valley dwg that time 

A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials 
for a whopping 41 years - workmg games in both Ohio and West 
Vuginia - Cash officiated a total of 27 WVSSAC State TownamenlS 
and one OHSAA State Tournament during his career and is one of seven 
OVAC officials who worked stale bile games in both states. In addition, 
Cash drew 32 regional assignments along with countless sectional and 
district townarnent games. 

He officialed 15 OVAC Championship games and worked the Cancer Research Classic - a 
premier high school basketball showcase - a total of 13 times. 

Cash is a 28-year member of the Ohio Valley Board's Executive Committee; spent 12 
years as a training class instructor for the board and nine years as a rules interpreter. He's 
also the erealor/administralor for the board's website. 

The Co-Direc10r with Sue Lewton of the OVAC Phil Lewton Sportsmanship Award, he 
was named the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Official of the Year in 2003 and 
WVSSAC Boys Official of the Year in 2020. 

In addition to hlS officiating, Cash is also a 25-year rnember of the Bridgeport E><cmptcd 
Village School District's Board of Education including serving six times as president. He 
was the 2014 OSBA Outstanding Board Member for the Southeast Region. 

He's the Executive Director of the Bridgeport Educational Assistance Foundation which 
has provided Bndgcport studenlS more than $800,000 in scholarships as well as vario11$ 
forms of financial ass1Stance to the district. He also served as Co-Director of the Bridgeport 
Alumni Phil N1ekro Golf Classic for 24 years and is a 20-year member of the Bridgeport 
Alumni Board of Trustees. 

Mike Tomasovich (Athlete - t950s) 
Mi/rt Tomtuoricl, (Weir High, Class of 1959). He was a highly-hon

ored, 6-foot-4, 205-pound nine-letter athlete who earned five all-state 
honors while helping the Red Riders win state titles in football and 
baseball and also earning all-state 10wnarnenl 1n basketball, 
In football, he was a junior starter at quarterback on an 11-0 record 

learn that won the OVAC largest Class AAA mle and the W,Va, Class 
AAA crown with a 19-12 finals wm over Fairmont Senior al Wheeling 
Island Stadium, As a senior, he started al end and defensive back on a 
9-1 record learn which repeated as OVAC champ and had a 21-gamc 
winning strcalc ended in the regular season finale by cvcnrual state titlist Parkersburg. He 
earned first learn All-State and AII-OVAC at end. 

In basketball, the senior led the Red Riders to sectional and regional titles lo qualify for 
the state event where he earned all-lowney honors. He also was a first learn AII-OVAC 
Class AAA pick and selected all-class "Big" All-Stale third team. As a junior, he helped 
Weir to a 21-4 record and sectional crown. 

In baseball, he was a three-time one-class, all-state honoree at pitcher. As a senior, Weir 
won the state title with a 16-2 record and a 6-2 state lownament title win over state power 
East Bank. He batted .400 with a 7-1 mound record. As a junior, he earned second team 
all-state as a pitcher. As a sophomore, he was first team all-stale with a 6· 1 record while 
batting .350 with three homers. His only mound loss was a 2-1. 8-inning state towncy loss 
to Martinsburg as he struck our 13 ballers. 

Al Salvadori (Athlete - 1960s) 
Al St1.lvadori (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1963). The 

6-foot-8 basketball pivot ranks among the best 'big men' in OVAC 
history and was the most honored player and top scorerJrebounder for 
the unbeaten (23-0) 1963 Maroon Knight team regarded as the best in 
school history, 

As a senior, he earned Isl Team all-class "Big" All-Stale, 1st Team 
Catholic All-State. 1st Team All-OVAC Class AAA. All-City and All
Catholic Class AA Tournament while averaging 18.6 poinlS and double 
digit rebounds. He also was accorded Catholic schools All-America 
honors while Central was ranked one of the Top 10 Catholic teams nationally. 

He led the Knights to back-to-back W. Va. Catholic Tournament championships, an OVAC 
largest Class AAA title as a senior and the overall No I state regular season poll ranking by 
United Press International, the only state non•SSAC member to be ranked No. I The No, 2 
ranked learn was a Ron Wilharns-led Weu team which won the SSAC Class AAA title after 
two regular season losses to Central 

As a junior, Salvadori led the Kn1gh1S 10 the stale Catholic Townament Class AA htlc 
while earning all-tourney, 2nd Team All-City and honorable mention all-class "Big" All• 
State. 

A college D-1 recruit, he accepted a grant to the University of South Carolina where he 
played on the freshman learn before lettering and starting, three seasons on the varsity. He 
was selected All-Atlantic Coast Conference Townarncnt as a senior. He scored 773 poin!s m 
69 games and led the Gamecocks in rebounding, 

Salvadori was drafted by two professional leagues, including the Baltimore franchise m 
the NBA, but opted 10 play two seasons with Oakland of the Amcncan Basketball League, 

He was prev,ously inducted mto the Wbeehng Central Hall of Fame. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Steve Doe (Athlete - 1970s) 

s,~~ Dff (Warwood High School, Class of 1976). Doc was a three-
sport star as well as a standout in the classroom during his Viking prep 
ca:cer. The 6-3, 215-poundcr excelled in football, wrestling and track. 

On the gridiron, Doc was a two-way starting tackle for three seasons. 
As a senior, he was accorded All-City, All-Valley, All-OVAC and All
State first-team laurels. 
He participated in the OVAC Rudy Mwnley All-Star Football Game. 

Doc was also awarded the prestigious "Chuck Howley Award" as 
Warwood High 's top student-athlete. 

His gridiron exploits earned him a scholarship to Ohio University. In Athens, Doc earned 
three leners and started two seasons at middle guard. He also earned a bachelor's degree 
with honors in industrial technology. 

In wrestling at Warwood, Doe competed for three years in the unlimited heavyweight clas
sification for Coach Eric Carder. 
He placed fifth in the OVAC Tournament as a senior, helping the Vikings capture the 
overall all-class conference championship. He went on to pocket the West Virginia state 
championship. 

Doc was also a gifted weight man for the Vikings' track team. He enjoyed a sparkling 
senior campaign, establishing a West Virginia prep record in the discus en route to wiMing 
the state meet championship. He also placed fifth in the state meet shot put event and his 
efforts helped propel the Vikings to the state team title. 

Tim Mccrate (Athlete -1980s) 
Tun McC,111~ (Barnesville High School, Class of I 989). Be it in high 

school or on the Division I collegiate level, McCrate was a champion. 
For the Shamrocks, he was the OHSAA Class AA state champion in 

the 110-meter high hurdles in the sizzling time of 14.18 He was also the 
Bellaire Relays kingpin (besting Wheeling Park great Anthony Recd) and 
also the gold medalist in the OVAC championships. 

As a junior, McCratc made his presence felt in the state meet. He was 
runner-up in the high hurdles and third in the 300 hurdles. As a sopho
more, McCrate placed fourth in the state high hurdles. 

His grca1 prep success earned McCratc a scholarship to The Ohio State University, where 
he again tasted championship success. 

A• a Buckeye senior, McCratc captured the Big Ten 110-meter high hurdles outdoor 
crown. That coveted tille came on lhe heels of a second-place finish in the Big Ten indoor 
champ1onsh1ps. 

His senior campaign was the icing on the cake of a sparkling Buckeye track ca:cer. 
McCrale placed in both Big Ten championship meets as a sophomore and junior. 

McCrate was no one-sport wonder. He also excelled on the gridiron for the Shamrocks 
on both sides of the ball. He was a big-play wide receiver as well as defensive back, earn
ing special mention All-Ohio honors as a senior as well as first-team All-Eastern District 
laucels. He was a special mention All-Valley Big School honoree as well as honorable 
mention All-OVAC. 

McCratc- currently the athletic director al Dover High School - is also an enshrined in the 
Eastern District Cross Country & Track Hall of Fame. 

Jessica Hines (Athlete - 1990s) 
Jessica Hines (Barnesville High School, Class of 1998) - This former 

Shamrock was a scorer. A prolific scorer, actually, during her prep days. 
Hmcs torched opposing defenses for four years in Barnesville, accumu

lating a school-record 1,897 points. She averaged 27.9 points a game as a 
senior and during her junior season in which the Shamrocks advanced to 
the Division Ill regional tournament, Hines pumped in 27 points a night 
and finished with 661 points for the season, which is still the Barnesville 
record. She put forth a single-game high of 45 points against Buckeye 
Trail. 

Hines did more than just score the ball, however. She also yanked down 502 ca:cer 
rebounds. 

H10es' production wasn't hollow by any means. During her ca:cer, she and the Shamrocks 
posted a record of 61-28 and won the district championship in 1997. 

Because of her lofty numbers and success, Hines earned a myriad of post-season accolades 
during her career. She was named First Team All-Ohio as a junior and senior and was a final
ist for Ohio's Ms. Basketball award. 

On top of the state level accolades, she earned All-Eastern District, All-OVAC, AU-District 
12 and captained the All-Valley team multiple times. She was also the District 12 Player 
of the Year. She took part in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game as well as the OVAC 
All-Star Game 

Hines wasn't limited to the basketball court. She was a four-year letter winner on both the 
cross country and softball teams and as a senior the Shamrocks won the Division Ill state 
cross country tide. 

Hines attended Coffeyville Community College in Kansas after her high-school career 
concluded. She started for two seasons there before rcruming to the Ohio Valley to play 
for Ohio University Eastern where she averaged 22.S points and 4.8 assists a game. She 
helped guide the Panthers lo a conference championship when she scored 32 points in the 
title game. 

This marks the second hall of fame for which Hines has been selccled. She was inducted 
to the District 12 Hall of Fame 1n 2015 

Lance LaFollette (Athlete -1970s) 
Ulllll LaFoa- (Woodsfield High School, Class of 1979). Lafollette: 

c:ndcd his ~ foolball career for legendary coach lay C~ as one of 
the premier wide =ivcrs in OVAC bistOly. 

When be completed his Woodsfield grid can:cr, the prolific widcout 
established Ohio Valley rccorm for receiving yards in a season (886 yards) 
and touchdown catches in a season (13). He still remau,s as the Woodsfield/ 
Monroe Ccnlral leader in r=iving yards. 

LaFoUc:u.e was a lirsl-team All-Ohio bonorcc as a senior to go along with 
fust-tcam All-OVAC, All-PVC and All-Eastern Dis1rict laurels. He was also tabbed PVC Lineman of 
the Year. The g1-6ngual nx:avcrwas also lirsl-tcam All-OVAC andAII-Easlan District as a junior. 

After picking up his Woodsfield High diploma, LaFollcttc took his grid skills to West Liberty, 
where he again spa,kled as a receiver. 

Playing wider two dilferent head coaches (John Westenhaver and 1.any Shank), he landed many 
passes and many honors. 

Lafollette established Hilltoppcr records for receptions in a game (12) and on a season (58). Both 
marks have since been broken. He was a ~time AII-WVC honoree and, in 1981, he was tabbod 
as West Liberty's MVP. That same season, he was accorded NAIA All-American honors. 

The former Redskins standout was honored twice (1979 & 1984) by the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Oub. 

In addition to his outstanding foolball career al Woodsfield, Lafollette enjoyed suoccss in hoops 
and on the diamond. 

He was a two-year s1lutcr in basketball and a double-digit scoo:r, earning All-PVC honors. 
In baseball for lhc Redskins, LaFoUctlc was four-year s1lutcr as a middle infielder, inilially as a 

sooond baseman then moving to shortstop for Circosta. He batted over .400 as the team's lcadoff 
hitter as a senior. 

LaFollcttc's senior year was stccpcd in championships as Woodsfield capmrcd PVC crowns 
in fOOlbalL basketball and baseball that year, a feat Iha! no olhcr school had ever accomplished. 

Shawn Straughn (Athlete - t980s) 

S,.awn Stnu,giu, (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1986). 
Straughn became a fixture in the Bishops• slartlng lineups m both football 
and basketball as a sophomore He blossomod into a star in both sports 
during the ensuing three years. 

On the giidiron, Straughn was a three-year regular at safety and a two
year starter at quarterback. He ontcrccpt<:d six passes from his secondary 
post as a junior and five more as a senior, a season in which he made 3S 
solo tackles and assisted on 28 others. 
Straughn was accorded first-team All-State and AU-Valley honors at safciy 

as a senior. He was a two-time first team All-OVAC selection on the gridiron. That same season, 
Straughn also enjoyed a prolific campaign as the Bishops• quarterback. He passed for more than 
1,000 yards while also rushing for seven touchdowns. He was also a supc,t, punter. 
Straughn was even more of a force in basketball, earning a starting spot al center as a sopho

more. The athletic post averaged 18.5 points and 11. 7 rebounds for his career, and the Bishops 
posted an impressive 56-15 record during those three years. 
As a junior, Straughn helped cany Donahue to a banner 23-3 marlc en route to capturing the 

Wcsl VU'ginia Class A championship. He was named lo the All-Tournament Team. During that 
season, Straughn averaged 20 points and 1 I .3 rebounds a game and he was n:wardcd by being 
tabbed first-team All-Valley and second-team All-State. 
As a senior, Straughn averaged 23.3 points and 14.1 rebounds a contest Those numbers 

gained him first-team All.State hono,s while being named captain of the All-Valley Small 
School squad. The multi-talented Bishop was also nominated for the prestigious McDonald's 
All-American Team. 
The two-timcAII-OVAC scloction finished his prep career with 1,246 points. 

Fred Ray (Athlete - 1990s) 
Fred Ray (Martins Fcny High School, Class of 1999) - Whether it 

was on the football field or the track, this Purple Rider put forth a prep 
career to remember. 

In football, Ray was a two-year starter at quarterback and guided the 
Pu.pie Riders to one of their finest seasons in 1998, which culminated 
with a 10-0 regular season, a No. 2 ranking in the Division JV Associated 
Press Poll and the school's first trip to the OHSAA playoffs. 

Ray was an effective runner and passer and his prowess earned him 
First Team All-Ohio, All-Eastem District, All-OVAC and All-Valley. He 
was also the starting quartctback in 1997 and helped guide the Riders lo an 8-2 record. 

On the track, Ray excelled in the jumping events as well as in the sprints. He was an OVAC 
champion in the long jump with a marlc of2l-5 and as a junior he ran a key leg on the Purple 
Riders' 4xl00-mcter relay team that finished as All-Ohio by placing sixth in the Division II 
state meet with a sizzling rime of 43.87. As a senior, he was a part of the 400-metcr relay team 
that set the MFHS school record al 43.20. Ray was also a standout in the high jump. 

As a basketball player, Ray averaged 10 points and nine rebounds per game. 
After his prep career, Ray went to Ohio University to play football where he was a four-year 

player for the Bobcats. He finished his career with 1,607 yards and 10 touchdown passing as 
well as 949 yards and 18 touchdowns rushing. 

Ray played professionally for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the Indoor Football League 
and then played for the Huntington Hammers of the Ultimate Indoor Football League, but 
eventually traded his uniform for a headset and became the leam's offensive coordinator. 

Following that stint, he began a high school coaching career which has made stops at 
Fairview High School in Kentucky, Bidwell River Valley in southern Ohio and he's spent the 
last several seasons as the head coach at Bridgeport. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jennie Castle (A1hle1e - 2000s) 

Jennie Casde (Barnesville High School, Class of 2001) -
This former Shamrock is one of the most decorated middle
distance runners the Ohio Valley has ever produced. 

Castle got it done, on the track, primarily in the 800-meter run 
where she won the 200 I state championship in what was then a 
state-record time of2:12.05. 

Prior to arriving at the state meet, as a senior, Castle had put 
together a resume that was basically second to none. She won 
four consecutive regional championships in the 800 and had 
placed three times in the state meet at the distance. She was fifth as a freshman 
and sophomore before winning the bronze as a junior. 

In total, Castle was a six-time All-Ohioan on the track. She was also part of two 
4)($00 teams that scored in the state. 

She won 10 Eastern District titles and a like number ofOVAC championships. 
At the conference meet, to help the team to score more points, Castle was also 
asked to demonstrate her versatility. That's proven by the fact that when she 
graduated she held a conference record in six events. 

While Castle excelled in the middle distance on the track, she also certainly 
had the ability to run long distance as she demonstrated during the fall for the 
Shamrocks' cross country team. 
Castle: was an All-Ohioan as a freshman in cross country, placing eighth. She 

was the first Shamrock finisher at the 1997 Division III state meet and led them 
to the team championship. She was the district champion in cross country as a 
sophomore and a four-time All-OVAC performer. 
Along with the state championship, the Shamrocks won four consecutive 

OVAC team titles during her cross country career. 
Castle continued her track career at the University of Akron where she ran personal
best times of2:06.91 and 4:23.26 in the 800 and 1500, respectively. She was a 
Mid-American Conference Outdoor champion in 2005 in the 1500 and qualified for 
the NCAA National Meet. She placed in the MAC meet either indoor or outdoor 
- six times and was second-team All-MAC four other times. She also earned 
Academic All-MAC and All-American accolades. Castle ran professionally for 
the Atlanta Track Club. 

Justin Fox (Athlete. 2010s) 
Justin Fox (Magnolia High School, Class of 2011) - It didn't maltcr 

1f it was on the football or baseball field, this fonncr Blue Eagle just got 
it done with regularity. 

Fox is the winningcsl quarterback in West Virg1n1a and Ohio Valley 
history and earned upwards of 18 post-season accolades in football and 
baseball combined. 

In football, Fox played a mynad of positions, but ii was at quarterback 
where he made his presence felt the most. During his senior season, he 
led the Blue Eagles to the1r first state championship since I 964 with a 
perfect 14-0 record and captun:d the Kennedy Award as the state of West Virginia's premier 
prep player. 

As a senior, Fox completed 149 of 231 passes for 2,474 yards and 29 touchdowns. He 
ran for nine additional touchdowns and kicked an astounding 71 PATs. He broke the school 
record for career passing yards. 

He earned First Team All-State in each of his final three years of high school at three dif
ferent positions. He was honored as a quarterback as a senior, defensive back as a junior and 
punter as a sophomore. He was thrice named to the All-OVAC squad as well as All-Valley 
Big School and was named the Ohio Valley HS Football Player of the Year by WTOV-9. 

On the baseball field. Fox earned All-State First Team twice, including the captain of the 
Class AA team as a pitcher. He was also listed as a pitcher after his junior season and as a 
utility player following his sophomore campaign. He was named All-OVAC three times as 
well as All-Valley. He guided the Blue Eagles 10 !he OVAC Class 3A title in 2009. 

It was baseball that Fox pu,sucd al the collcgialc lc:vcl. He opted IO continue his caiccr al West 

Vuginia. Unmrsity when: he SIWd 92 games in his Mountaineer car= and appeared in 13 I. He 
ranked lhinl on the team, as a senior, wilh a .273 balling average. He c:amcd four lcttcrs durinj: bis 

omc lJ'I Morgan!OMI. 

Fox had a brief profcss1onal career, playing two years in the Frontier League with 
Washington, Pa. and Rockford, lll. 

Joel Davia (Athlete. 2000s) 
Koel Dma (Union Local High School, Class of 2004) - This former 

Jet etched his name into Ohio wrestling history by pulling off one of the 
rarest feats possible. 

Davia had his hand raised after a state championship match three times, 
which has only been done by 68 other grappler, in Buckeye State history. 

During the 2002 season, Davia, who hadn't qualified for the state meet 
as a freshman, reached the championship match and earned his first gold 
in 59 se<:onds with a first-period pin. 

Davia claimed the OVAC title in 2003 before embarking on his post
season journey, which saw him arrive back in Columbus with a chance to defend his title. He 
did so with a 4-1 victory over Harrison Central's Tony Carrothers. 

As a senior, Davia was denied in the OVAC title match by OVAC Hall of Farner and 
eventual Division II state champion Adam Hoppel in one of the best matches contested in 
conference tournament history. 

However, Davia, competing in Division III in the postscason, didn't dwell on that maleh. 
He capped his brilliant career with a 4-2 victory in the state final and put the finishing touches 
on a 49-2 season. 

Davia finished his prep career with an impressive 167-27 career record, which al the time of 
his graduation was the eighth most in Ohio history. Of his total victories, an astounding 101 
came via the pin, which al the time was the eighth most in Ohio history. Davia was named 
the 2004 Eastern District and Ohio OVAC Wrestler of the Year. 

After being ranked the 991h-best recruit in America, Davia continued his wrestling canx,r 
al Division I Edinboro University. He competed there for two seasons. 

Along with his work on the wrestling mat, Davia was a multi-year tencnnan in football 
as a lineman. 

He was also a standout in the throwing circles for the Jets' track team. He had owned the 
school discus record until it was broken in 2022. 

Max Nogay (Athlete - 2010s) 
Max Nogoy(Madonna High School, Class of2010) II d1dn'1 matter 

what or where this former Blue Don standout played, he did a lot of 
winning. 

Nogay is one of the rare athletes who won multiple team and indi
vidual stale championships during his prep career as be eamcd multiple 
letters and accolades in football, wresthng and baseball 
In football, Nogay played quancrback for the Blue Dons and led the 

team to a 21--0 record in that stretch, including a perfect 14--0 season in 
2009 which was capped with a Class A state championship. He passed 
and ran for more than 1,000 yards in that season. 
For his efforts, Nogay was named First Team All-State as a defensive back and was named 

captain of the unit. He was second-team All-State as a Junior and honorable mention fol
lowmg his sophomore season. He was also named All-OVAC and All-Valley twice. After 
his senior season, he was named a prep All-American by MaxPreps. 
That football season set the tone for the wrestling season where Nogay became Madonna's 

first OVAC Champion at 171 pounds that season. He followed that up by claiming his sec
ond state championship. He won the 160-pound title as a junior He was a four-ttmc state 
placer and was also named the OVAC/West Virginia Wrestler of the Year. 
A pitcher and shortstop, Nogay was just as impressive on the baseball diamond.. He led 

the Blue Dons lo their first state title in 2010, which followed up their first appearance in 
the state 1oumamcn1 a season prior. Three limes, Nogay was named First Team All-State 
as an infielder and twice was a captain. He was named All-OVAC three limes and twice 
All-Valley. 

Despite his football and wrestling prowess, it was baseball and the chance to play at 
West Virginia that won out for Nogay. He matriculated to Morgantown and lcttcred three 
times as a catcher and designated hitter. He started 52 games and hit five career home runs, 
including a grand slam. He also posted a .991 fielding percentage in 2012, comm1t11ng nary 
an error in 156 chances. He earned both All-Big East and All-B1g 12 accolades for his work: 
in the classroom. 

He is currently an assistant United States Attorney for the Northern District of West 
Vt.rginia and is Environmental Justice Coordinator in Wheeling. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 (0 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only three 13-letter winners in football. basketball, baseball and track at Wheeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928,33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling. his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union. both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a to1rflight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officials' organizations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Vtrginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan. City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and 

major newspapers. Two books were written on his career, 
The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games 

with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up 
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence. Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three-spon standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post•season challenge game. Groza, by the way. kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals. with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Groza Award is given annually to college football's top placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with I 28 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931 . He then played in the East-West Game 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-4 I, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and 
was cited for his running. blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
and averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football. the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22AII-America 

teams at guard, including a record 15 in 1954. As team captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two 
consensus All-America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense and defense. 

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He was the fost African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen ~t Liverpool High School, Class of I 957) 
A !().letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional IOumament; and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football 
team in annual Ohio-West Vrrginia All-Star Game. 

At Purdue University, he earned six letters as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washingten SenalOrs, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos . In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. ln 1972. he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

He's been inducted inlO four other halls offame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee inlO the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (WeUsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All•State honors as a senior football back. 
Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League. he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick relllmer and was selected IO the 

All-Time Eagles' Team. He played on Eagles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named IO the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsbuigh Steeler e,ura-point kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL Hisoory. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams. 

Craft is inducted inlO the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley. he was a three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player. he also scored 

an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump. low-scoring era. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled !Op-notch programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title lrifecta. Later that school year, he coached the I 950 baseball team 
to its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game lo unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the Year" for high school and college all sports. 

In basketball. he guided Weir to a 370.127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted inlO several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee inlO the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downlOwn mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete IO be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years. he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in I 936 and I 938 including a 24-0 

record in I 938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He later earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 194 I Southeastern Conference 

championship. Airer serving in World War II, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted inlO the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads IO a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
Al Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Carn Henderson and earned Little All-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titles. 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation's best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports. Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a first team All-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the rronmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team's only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A 10-lener winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob Mc Farren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After returning, he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records. 

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Beruni of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 205 seconds. Camey's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pin, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pin team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year lenennan played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned IO letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed 

"Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
a two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 
He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The )6()-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and 

the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division. 
The 1938 team, coached by Aoyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar• 
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and !he pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in !he summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo, N.D., and Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until !he early 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

!he Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex pytes. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last two seasons (1940 wilh a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

[n I 941, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Vrrginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 
The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and JO touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools ho,wrs those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 
As a senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot-l, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

a game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa .. Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. rt was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year lettennan and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was a tfuee-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Vtrginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run, the lronmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted 300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the I 970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storer (The Linsly School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 

1939 lntelligencerTri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the armed forces. 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years, and is deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Floyd Baker - The graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3, 

all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and 
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Feny, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, si,i: by Baker.coached teams. 
His final si,i: Feny teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of 
Pamer Ale,i: Groza, won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Feny record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He 
left Feny for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School,Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 '"Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including si,i: champions 
three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64·3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. 

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300 
points, a high total for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre. NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, basketball, baseball and track, he was the 
"T' quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten. untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity leners, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Ininois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at 

age 96, in 2008. 

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919, 
he scored 38 touchdowns and (i() e11:tra points for a record 288 points . He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) performer at the school 
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, to earn first 
team all-state football honors. 

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starter ( 1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team, 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1• l record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional SteubenvHle Pros . He also became athletic director and started the football program at old St . 
Francis High School m 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W. 
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting 
school l,600- and 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run. 

As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing 
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles "Punque" Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of 
Fame and the initiafhonoree in the Opper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-year 
record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931 . That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (I 925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-I 39 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team. 
As a high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978. 
Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state 
champion Wheeling High. 

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two 
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Farner and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later 
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre-World War II class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Anny team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec

tion as a 6-foot, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation's outstanding lineman in 1943. 
After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became head of the 

Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Norman "Wild Man" Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man 

football teams at the smaller enrollment schools. 
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tornados. 
After high school, be enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he 

played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight seasons from 1950-

57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, along with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks after it was rer.orted he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952. He earned the nickname 'Wild Man" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents· 
yardage losses. 

An inductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State srorts Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a "Nonnan Willey Day" on Sept. 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild Man Willey' were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School. 
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Legends_ of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the staJ 
of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 1 S :44.2. Th 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles. with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team we11 
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. I in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Carna as an All-American selection. 

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as 
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th 
5,000-meter run in the 15· 16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten an, 
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i: 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Jim GeOTJ!e (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-spon Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th 
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-iame win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin, 
their regular varsity schedule. He also staned for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school history - and the Jefferson County title. 
He accepted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl: 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force. 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year staner, he scored 905 points- second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 points against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorin~ his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a senior. 

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-spon, I I-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with S 1 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) in school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he 
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley "Small 
School" team. He also started for West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National 
All-American High School Team honors. 

In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament 
in Sistersville. 

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shonstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship. 
Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and 

punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was founh in the nation with a41.2-yard average. He was featured in Sports lliustrated for a major role 
m Purdue's upset of No. 1 ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled 'Toe Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History." 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

John 'Zip' Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The former Bobcat was one of the first 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops 
history. He finished his four-year high school career with 1,271 points, which still ranks fifth on the all-time Bobcat scoring charts. 

In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bobcats' single-game 
school record and was the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkville's Ken Alessi. a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record with 70 
points in 1949 versus Shadyside. 

Behen wound up with 454 points as a senior while leading the Bobcats to a second straight 18-2 record. 
As a junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore total for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He started his career as a freshman with 129 points for a 16-2 

record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62-16 record. 
Behen played one season at West Virginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average. 
In 2007, Cambridge High School retired Behen's jersey number 18. 

Ken Cunningham (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1961 ). A three-sport Potter athlete, he earned All-Ohio honors in basketball and football and 
was the Ohio High S'chool Basketball Player of the Year selection for 1960-61 by The Associated Press. the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was 
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American team. 

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Potters' all-time leading scorer in basketball, including a school-record 41 points in a game while scoring 439 
season points for a 24-point per game average. He also led the Potters in scoring as a sophomore and junior. 

ln football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Most Valuable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Eastern 
Ohio and All-County selections. He also played three baseball seasons for the Potters. 

He accepted a basketball scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 when he was a 
freshman. As a sophomore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago. 

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assists as a junior and the three-year letterman was elected team captain as a senior. 
He later returned to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach at Akron University for three seasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently 

resides in Stow, Ohio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1923). He was an honored, record-sening Purple Rider athlete who served as team 
captain of football, basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All-Valley halfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior season, he 
set record which was listed as an Ohio Valley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blanking 
of Coshocton. 

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a "major college" football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is 
named. He played his final three years as a regular end for coaches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior. he was All-East and earned some second team All
America honors. 

After rejecting an offer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he returned to the Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena, Warwood and 
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 football team went I 0-0, the girls' basketball team was 18-0 and the boys' hoop team had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, a Stanford University All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys' basketball team took a 21-0 
record to Chicago to compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quartertinals. 

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Citizen of the Year in 
1956. In 1984, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). The most honored athlete in Scio High history, he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring records 
which remain six decades later. He was the second Eastern Ohio athlete to twice earn first team, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was 
one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Farner Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored 
744 points in 30 games as a junior. second best in Ohio to Alessi. Hugh scored 1,386 points in 55 games for an average of 2S points during his last two seasons. 

The 6-foot-3 forward scored a school. and current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96-50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlier 96-36 
rout of New Athens. 

In his senior season, he led the Panthers to their best-ever season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games. and the Harrison County and sectional tournaments, before 
bowing to Strasburg in the district. In his foUT seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 26-4 and a regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3. 

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. The four-year record was 26-5-1. 
He played freshman basketball at Ohio University. 

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954). The first graduate of a segregated high school to be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-season 
football standout for the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member of a nationally-ranked Michigan State University team. 

At Dunbar, the 6-foot-1, 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1953 teams which defeated 
the other Ohio Valley segregated school. Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team's leading scorer and ground-gainer his last two seasons 
and was a multiple-year all-star. 

In an era when many college athletic teams were segregated. his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State, Indiana and West Virginia State, then a national 
contender in the black college ranks. He enrolled on his own at Michigan State and walked on to the football team. In his four seasons at the school. the Spartans 
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan. I. 1956 with Jones at defensive end. He lettered two seasons and played guard and 
tack.le in the fall of 1956 when he earned some all-star recognition. 

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup. 
After colic e, he remained in Michi an, where he current! resides, as a hi h school educator and was a counselor at He Ford Hi h School in Detroit. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every.goal era, this Potter shooting whiz also noted 
for his passing finesse was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He tallied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump after 
every goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and teams, generally increased with the faster, uninterrupted play. 

In the era of low scoring games, the four-year Potter perfonner set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three times dur
ing his final season. 

He was recognized on local all-star teams, but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939. 
Mackey, who was among the charter inductees into the East Liverpool Hi~ School Sports Hall of Fame, is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the 

school's finest high school cager. He retired to Peoria, Ariz., and is deceasea. 
Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982). A I 0-time, three-sport All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree regarded as 

the best all-round female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by earning second team UPI All•Ohio Class A honors. 
As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the floor. As a junior, she had 

nonns of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of 
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totals were 1,254 points and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honors. 

She also was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball. 
A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding (14.2) as a senior and 

earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-captain, she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points 
with a school record 1, 161 rebounds. 

The winningest coach in Otterbein College history, she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville. 
Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading lronman scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic 

Association (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Vuginia all-state selection before earning college and professional fame. The OVAA 
was the predecessor to the OVAC. 

After high school, he served in the U.S. Anned Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944. He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu
ated in 1948 with a school career record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the 
school's only national championship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Little All-America honors as a junior 
and second team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-page fhoto in the Marshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into 
the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in the NAIA Hall o Fame .. 

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. I in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him 
in 1948. He played the 1949 season before returning to the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from 
1950-52 in the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. He then served as basketball coach from 1952-54 at St. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided 
the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Aorida where he passed away in 2006. 
John Wood (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat football player is the only Blue Eai!le athlete selected as captain of the All-West 

Vrrginia one-class honor roU picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948. This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given to the 
state Player of the Year. 

He played quarterback, running back, defensive back, drop-kick placekicker and e._unter as a 5-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from 
running back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the 
losses was 14-6 to overall state champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood to its All-Opponent Team. 

Wood also was a two-year basketball team captain and a standout tennis player in summer tournaments. 
He accepted a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only IO games from 1930-38. He played three seasons, 

mostly at defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame, 26-0 as Wood broke the game 
open with a long interception return. He also played in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Washington, 21-0. 

After JITaduation, he turned to college coaching/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown, Conn. 
He was nead basketball coach from 1947-68 and also coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970. 
Bill Young (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). He was a three-sport standout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry 

teams which won, or shared, two Ohio state championships in 1941. 
He was the only sophomore starter on the Lou Groza-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team 

title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferry to a I 0-0 regular season football 
record and an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season, Ferry outscored 10 foes by 333-19 
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenville. 

The rare four-year Rider football lettennan and three-year basketball starter on teams with records of27-2, 22-3 and 24-1, he was team captain in both 
sports. As a seruor on the 24-1 record state sernifinalist--the first unbeaten regular season team in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring 
sophomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Farner and later college All-America and Olympic star. 

fn 1942, Young became the first Rider to wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the team's top player. He also played baseball. 
After graduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning to enroll at West Liberty State. He starred on three teams which lost only one game. He 

earned Little All-America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Vtrginia Conference 
career total offense record until the 1970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Calhy Clark Borich (Fort Frye High School, Class of 1986). She is the all-time lead
ing career scorer at one of the area's top roundball programs. The four-year perlormer 
scored 1,598 points during a consistent career with 180,444,479 and 495 points in 
each of her seasons. She also charted 430 career rebounds and 265 career assists. 

After earning All-Ohio Division ID mention as a junior, she was tabbed first team 
All-Ohio as a senior and was District 12 D-m Player of the Year. She was a three-time 
All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree and twice first team All-Eastern District and 
District 1 2. 

After her senior year, she played in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and 
the District 12 All-Star Game. 

The Lady Cadets were 69-32 in her four seasons with four section titles and two 
Pioneer Valley Conference crowns. 

As good as she was in high school, she may have been better in college. 
At Marlena College, she not only set the school scoring record but also the all-time 

Ohio Athletic Conference standard of 2,311 points. 
The four-time first team AII-OAC honoree was selected a first team NCAA Division 

m All-American as a senior and was the OAC Player of the Year her final two seasons 
while serving as Pioneer team captain. 

After her senior season, she was accorded the OAC's highest honor, the Clyde Lamb 
Scholarship, and the Marietta College Betty Cleland Award. 

She currently holds six Marlena College records. Besides the career point marlc, she 
set standards for game scoring (42), season scoring (636). career goals (939), career 
goal anempts ( 1,918), free throws made in a game (18), season assists (209) and career 
assists (501). 

She has been inducted into three Halls of Fame - Marlena College, Mid-Ohio 
Valley Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall. 

Hulchinson (Junior) Hart (Irondale High School, Class of 1944). The 5-foot-8, 
160-pounder was a two-sport prep standout in basketball and football for this tiny 
school in northern Jefferson County. 

As a senior, he earned first team, five-player All-Ohio Oass B honors in basketball 
when only two classes (Class A & B) were selected. The Class A first unit included 
OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Groza of Manins Ferry. 

Hart scored 350 points as a senior including several 20-30 point games and also was 
cited for his defensive play. A highlight was during the Jefferson County Tournament 
when Irondale upset Yorkville, the defending Ohio Class B champion. by 6441 as 
Hart nearly matched the entire Ductillite team with a rare at-the-time 40 points on 16 
goals and eight free throws. 

In football, Hart was a mercmy-heeled running back whose forte was speed. 
Hart enrolled at Delaware State University where he competed in football, basketball 

and track. In 1986, he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame. 
After college, he served in the U.S. Navy and was a high school teacher/coach for 

several years in Mound Bayou, Miss., and then taught and coached in Dover, Delaware 
at William Herny Comprehensive High School (the only black high school m the 
county) and at Dover High School. He passed away at age 69 on May 21, 1995 at his 
home in Felton, Delaware. 

Irondale became part of the Stanton Local consolidation which is now part of the 
Edison schools. 

Brian Hesson (Caldwell High School, aass of 1993). He was a major cog in the 
Redskins' running dynasty of the 1980s and 1990s, helping Caldwell win Ohio state 
cross country championships in 1990, '91 and '91, graduating one year before his 
school joined the OVAC. 

The distance runner captured three state titles in cross country and five in track -
two each in the 3,200 meters and 1,600 meters plus one as a member of a 3,200-meter 
relay unit. All told, he was a 17-time All-Obion in the two sports. 

After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet as a freshman, he won the title 
trifecta with times of 15:35, 15:30 and 15:20 in his final three years. 

A four-time All-Ohioan in cross country, he was cited as a three-time prep All
American. He competed in the Foot Locker National Cross Country championships 
three times, placing 15th, 3rd and 8th. He also was a member of the 1994 Junior 
National Team. 

Recruited to run cross country and track by the University of Alabama, he became 
a four-lenerman in both indoor and outdoor track. He earned All-Southeastern 
Conference honors three times and competed in three NCAA Track Championships. 

He scored in three events in the 1997 SEC Championship Meet - running a 30:24 
in the IOK on Friday, a 9;19 in the Steeplechase on Saturday, and 14:31 i the SK on 
Sunday. He was honored by the University of Alabama with the Career Achievement 
Award in 1998. 

Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaches' Hall of 
Fame and the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. 

Lou Moa (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1956). The 5-foot-9 Tornadoes' 
basketball and baseball perfonner is considered the school's best~ver prep athlete. 
After 59 years, he still holds the Wetzel County career scoring record of 2,117 points 
and the single season point average marlc of 33.0 points a game set in his senior year. 

His career point total broke the W.Va. state mark of 1,956 points set from 1951-53 
by the legendary "Hot Rod" Hundley of Charleston and Mon became the first 2,000 
point scorer in Mountain State history. Mott's total also bettered the Ohio Valley stan• 
dard of 2,077 points set by charter OVAC Hall of Farner Ken Alessi of Yorkville from 
1947-49. His career total currently ranks 15th on the all-time W.Va. charts and Top 
10 in Ohio Valley annals. Mott held the W.Va. career record until 1958 and the Ohio 
Valley standard until 1959. 

As a prep senior, he scored 693 points in 21 games. In his junior year, he averaged 29.4 
points including a school-record 51 points in a 127-58 win over Wallac:e. The 127 points 
set a state standard which lasted two weeks before Wheeling outscored Weir. 146-110, at 
Madison Gym in a game which set a then-national record total of 256 points. 

Mott's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hall of Farner 
Henry Josefczyk of Yorkville (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer of New 
Cumberland (33.95) and was ahead of two OVAC Hall of Famers - Lee Patrone of 
Bellaire (32.9) and Ron "Cy" Godfrey of Martins Ferry (32.4). In W.Va., Moa ranked 
third behind the legendary Jerry West of East Bank (34.3) and Thayer. 

As a senior, Mott was selected Class B (smaller of two classes) first team All-State 
and also picked as the state Player of the Year by the Sistersville-based Tri-State 
Invitational Tournament. 

After his senior year, he was selected to play on a combined W.Va.-Ohio All-Star 
team to play the Kentucky All-Stars. His teammates included West and Josefczyk. 

In baseball, he was a four-year regular pitcher/shortstop and also played American 
Legion baseball. He also competed in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball League. 

He earned a basketball scholarship to Marshall and played three varsity seasons after 
a year on the freshman team. 

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1956). He was a 6-foot-4, 
200-pound multi-sport standout (football quarterback, basketball forward, baseball 
shortstop) who is regarded as the school's top multi-sport athlete. 

He earned his most fame in basketball as a senior when he scored 679 points in 20 
games for a school-record 33.95 average which ranked No. 2 in boch the state and 
Ohio Valley. The top OV mark was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Farner Henry Josefczyk 
of Yorkville and the leading W.Va. average was 34.3 by the legendary Jerry West of 
East Bank. 

Thayer scored 56, 58 and 53 points in three straight late-season wins over Sherrard, 
Cameron and Follansbee St. Anthony. That gave him a remarkable 167 points in three 
games and 114 in back-to-back outings. He also had other games of 52, 49, 46 and 
41 twice. 

In football, he played for W.Va. in the annual W.Va.-Ohio All-Star game and was 
recruited by West Vrrginia University as an invited-walk-on candidate. 

At WVU, he was one of two regular quarterbacks on a freshman team which won all 
five games. After his freshman year, he left school to join the U.S. Army and played 
armed service football before being discharged in 1961. 

He signed a free agent contract for a tryout with the Cleveland Browns in 1962, the 
same year that OVAC charter Hall of Farner John Havlicek was in camp. 

After Thayer was cut, he returned to the Ohio Valley and earned a roster spot as a 
backup quarterback on the first Wheeling lronmen team which went 9-4 and won the 
1962 United Football League title in Thayer's only season on the team. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas a two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlete to earn 
three Ohio State letters in both football and basketball. 

In high school, he was a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played two 
varsity years of basketball for the Potters. 

At Ohio State, he played tackle on three Buckeye teams ( 1928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning 
six varsity letters. 

After graduation, he served in the Navy before returning to OSU in 1933 to join the athletic and physical educations staffs. In 1946, he became Athletic 
Director and served until his retirement in 1971. During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big 10 Conference and 
the country. The school named a recreation and physical activity facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor. 
Amie Marks Cormell (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1994). The most honored female athlete in Lady Vikings' history, she earned 12 letters 

in basketball, track and volleyball. 
In basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26.3, 25.8, 28.5 and 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks 

No. 2 in Ohio Valley history behind charter OVAC Hall of Farner Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's. 
Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 steals, 42% field goal and 74% free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals. 
Marks earned All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and third team as a freshman and sophomore. She was D-IV 

Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Z.anesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Fa.stem District and Distnct 5 selection and Player 
or Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. She was a three-time first team All-Valley selection and a four-time All-Inter-Valley Conference choice. 

In track, she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division ID high jump as a junior and placed fifth as a senior. 
Marks earned a basketball scholarship to Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and team co-captain as a senior. The 5-foot-9 forward/ 

guard scored 853 career points, includin~ 16 against nationally No. 1 ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee. 
She currently resides in Northfield, Oh10 and teaches and coaches at Nordonia High School. 
Ron Martin {Tiffin Columbian High School, Class of 1971 ). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio 

history, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 to a dual record of 1,195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Oh10 Class A state titles. In 1983, the 
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later, Caldwell placed second, one point behind Dayton Christian, 
but the best was yet to come. 

In 1985, Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136--0 dual record and the school's second state title. The 1986 team, however, is regarded as the 
school's best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points to repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical 
national champion by Cross County Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Cama, an OVAC Legends' 
honoree and one of only five state harriers to win three individual crowns. 

Martin left Caldwell after the back-to-back Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins' state title run 
to eight in a row through 1992. 

Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East, also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg 
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. 

Ray Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first VLking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at 
the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-State in football (1925), as well as All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player, one-class All
State (1926) m basketball as he led the second Viking team into the state tournament. He also played baseball. 

For his high school, and later college honors, the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many 
years. That display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 series by The Intelligencer, he was selected to the 
Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on staff research and reader p0lling. 

He enrolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football team after nattonal Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly 
promised him a trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons, Pitt won 23, 
lost four, had two ties and made two Rose Bowl trips after unbeaten regular seasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crowned national 
champion by regular season polls.) Pitt, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford and 47-14 to USC. 

As a senior, he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6--foot-I, 188-pound ~-The two-way standout, also cited for his defense, was labeled 
by Sutherland as "the perfect guard" and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. In 1958, he was selected to an All-Time Pitt team. 

Pete Zinaich (Weir High, Class of 1943). The most honored player on the first OVAC team to claim an "official" W. Va. all-class football champion
ship. In the pre-playoff era, the W.Va. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Farner Carl Hamill, the state champion 
despite a 6--3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten ( 4-0-1) vs. in-state teams with close losses to Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Clairton, Pa. 
The three-year regular fullback-linebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders' leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first 
tam all-class I I-player All-State as a senior. 

After military service, he enrolled at West Vrrginia University and became a rare team captain of two sports (football and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior. 
He lettered four years in football and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. 1, 1949 Sun Bowl with a 21-12 win 
over Texas Western. After his senior season, he was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the ninth round as the I 15th overall NFL pick but opted for 
an education career. He also was a three-year letterman at shortstop on the WVU baseball team. 

After WVU, he spent his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and baseball coach at Adena High School from 1956--
69. His best football team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to thefonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

George Cheroke (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940). He was a football and wrestling standout for the Tigers. which produced the area's first wrestling power 
under coach Art Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the one--class Ohio heavyweight title in 1940 after capturing the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As a sophomore, 
he placed third at 154 pounds.The Tigers placed second to Cleveland John Hay, 21-20, for 1940 team laurels after Shadyside defeated John Hay in a dual meet earlier. 

Cheroke, nicknamed Chief, also was a stellar 5-foot-9, 185-pound football guard.The three-year gridder and two-time team captain earned All-Valley honors as a two
way standout The Tigers went 9-1 and 7-2-1 during his final two seasons. 

He enrolled at Ohio State University to compete in both football and wrestling. Playing for coach Paul Brown on 6--1 -1 record team, the sophomore moved into starting 
hneup in fifth game after a teammate's injury. He left OSU before 1942 season to serve in the Air Force during World War 11. 

After his discharge in 1946, he again opted to play for Paul Brown, who was starting the Cleveland Browns in the first year of the All-American Conference. Cheroke 
played in 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns, who defeated New York, 14-9 in the championship game. After one season, he re-enlisted in the Anny for a 20-year career, 
retiring in 19~5 to enter business in California. He passed away in 1986. 

Harry Diehl (Mt. Morris, Pa. High School, Class of 1952). When he joined the Stanton High athletic program in 1960 as head basketball coach and assistant coach, 
there was no track program, so he guided the 1961 and 1962 basketball teams to unbeaten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and 23-1 records. 

In 1963, without a home track, he started the Stanton boys' track program and competed in the Indian League at Mingo. Four years later, the first all-weather track in 
the Ohio Valley was installed at Stanton and the Indian League moved its meets from the Mingo cinder track to Stanton. Diehl's teams then reeled off75 consecutive dual 
meet wins, reportedly an Ohio Valley record, from 1967-76 as Stanton fielded one of the most dominant small school track programs in the area. Other teams in the Indian 
League included Mingo, Jefferson Union, Toronto, Cadiz, Springfield, United Local and Beaver Local. 

Stanton won multiple Ohio district titles, two Class A regional crowns and competed in state events. While no first places were recorded, sophomore sprinter Bob 
Haught, who signed a University of Alabama football scholarship, posted the state's fastest 440-yard Class A time in 1970 before placing second at the state meet. OVAC 
Hall of Farner Blaine Rose also competed for Diehl, who ran track and cross country at West Vuginia U. 

Stanton joined the OVAC in 1981 and Diehl's teams won Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the helm. 
Diehl also served as an assistant football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout. 
Diehl received several awards before retiring in 1986, including the second Robert McKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans in 1976 and the Cal 

Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993. 
He resides in Boynton Beach, Fla. 
Frank Gilliain (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952). He, and charter OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones, Jed Big Red to its most successful football-boys' bas

ketball year (1951-52) in history. The court team is the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regular season followed by eight post-season wins in Ohio's 
largest Class A sectional, district and regional tournaments plus wins over Toledo Centtal Catholic and Akron North in the state event. Big Red bowed to Middletown, 
63-53, in the finals. Gilliam was team captain. 

The 1951 Big Red football team went 9-1, losing only to Massillon ( 13-6) and routing Canton McKinley (63-6) before being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in the final 
AP state poll. 

Gilliam, nicknamed Shag, was a two-way end who earned third team largest class All-Ohio plus All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors. He played in the W.Va.-Ohio 
All-Star Gaine. 

He lettered three years in basketball and two each in football and baseball. The baseball team went 16-3 his junior year. 
The University of Iowa recruited Jones, Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the "Steubenville Trio" by Iowa media. Gilliam was 

a three-year starter at end including a sophomore season when the Hawkeyes tied Notre Dame, 14-14, and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat out the I 955 season with a 
broken leg and returned in 1956 as Iowa went 9-1 to win the Big Ten title and a first-ever trip to the Rose Bowl, beating Oregon State, 35-19. Gilliam was All-Big Ten 
and second team All-American. 

In 1989, for Iowa's 100th football anniversary fete, fans selected Gilliam (and Jones) to an All-Time Iowa team. 
Gilliam was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packers, but opted to follow Jones to the Canadian Football League. He played three seasons at Winnipeg 

before becoming an assistant coach ( 1966--70) at Iowa. He then joined the Minnesota Vikings for a 36-year career in scouting and personnel. 
He resides in Windermere, Fla. 
Tom Harp (Barnesville High School, Class of 1945). A Shamrock football and basketball standout and college athlete who later made his mark in the coaching world. 
A four-year quarterback and fullback in football, he was a three-year basketball standout who helped the Shamrocks to won-lost records of 18-4, 16-6 and 16-4 and 

titles in the East Ohio Athletic League. He was selected All-Conference his last two years. 
He was recruited by Hall of Faine coach Sid Gillman to play football at Miami of Ohio and lettered as a freshman fullback before he was drafted into military service 

for two years with the Navy. 
Returning home in 1948, he enrolled at Muskingum College and played quarterback and fullback on two Ohio Athletic Conference title teains in 1949-50. 
After graduation, he rumed to coaching and becaine head coach at Carrollton High from 1951-53 with a 20-6-1 record. He became one of over 100 coaches to apply 

for the vacant Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed the job vacated by Brilliant native Chuck Mather, who compiled a 57-3 record before opting for 
University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massillon two years to 17-2-1 record and the state No. I and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press. 

He then joined the college ranks as backfield coach at Anny before a 15-year stint (1961-77) as head coach al three colleges - Cornell, Duke and Indiana State. The 1958 
Anny team, led by Heisman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins, was ranked No. 3 in the nation. 

Ea Oliver (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Potter observers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was a statewide 
honoree on both sides of the ball as a three-year regular. The runner, passer, placekicker, punter, linebacker and defensive back was a first team All-Ohio linebacker pick 
by The AP as a senior after rating second team All-Ohio defensive back honors as a junior. The UPI selected him a first team All-Ohio offensive back as a senior. 

The Potters went 9-0-1 in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oliver was the team leading rusher and scorer. The program only produced one previous nine-win season. 
He was also the leading basketball team scorer as a senior and lettered in baseball. 
Awarded a football scholarship to the University of Miami (Fla.), he was a three-year letterman at running back. As a senior on an 8-1-1 record team ranked 6th in the 

national AP Poll, he was second on the team in rushing and scoring. 
After graduation, he coached in the high school ranks. He is deceased. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2018 ~ . w 

Mac 
Cara 

Dail 
Harper 

Bob 
Henderson 

Eddie 
Sterling 

Kim 
Tullis 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School, Class of 1933). An All-Valley end, and foUT-year multi-sport performer, for the Big Reds, he earned three football 
letters at Nonh Carolina State and served as 1936 team captain as a senior. He was selected on an All-Time Wolfpack team. All-State, All.Conference, All-South and 
honorable mention All-America. He was the first Wolfpack to be drafted - in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two seasons 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

He retUTned to the Ohio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School to the Ohio Class B state championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center 
after 14-0 and 13-0 tourney wins. From 1940-47. he coached the Steubenville Central football team to a combined 50-17-7 record including marks of 9-0.1, 8-0.1, 
8-1 and 8- I. Also, during that period, he coached the Steubenville Pros team for three years. 

In 1948, he started a 12-year college assistant coach stint including a year at Georgetown, five years (1949-53) at Mississippi State and six years (1954-59) at the 
University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players to those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside). 

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with the Wheeling Ironmen. which won a United 
Football League title in 1963. 

Cara, who was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame, is deceased. 
Dail Harper (Caldwell High School. Class of 1986). A three-sport prep athlete who set shot put records in track and earned all-state honors in football. As a 

senior trackman, his school record shot put effort of 64-feet, 9-inches at the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for an area weightman for 23 years and ranks 
second all-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 toss. he won two Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He also was a 
state discus qualifier as a senior. 

The three-time Pioneer Valley Conference shot put champion also won the Kiebler International Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics. 
USA Today selected him as Ohio Track Athlete of the Year for 1986. 

In football, he was a four-year letterman/starter at running back and earned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion• 
ships. A two-time All-Eastern District pick, he was named Offensive Player of the Year as a senior when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first-ever 
Ohio playoff game. he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3,486 career rushing yards. Harper was also a three-year starter in basketball. 

A Kent State recruit for track, he was a three-year letterman and a two-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6. 58-9) and an NCAA 
All-American as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. He ranks 4th all-time in school indoor and 7th all-time in school outdoor shot put. 

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School, Class of 1955). One of the Bobcats' most honored football players, the center-linebacker was a first team All-Ohio 
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobcat to be cited on an All-America team by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav
ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school. 

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree helped the Bobcats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1953. He also was a four-year basketball 
player and All-COL honorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball. 

The 6-foot-1, 205-pound athlete earned a scholarship to the University of Illinois where he was a three-year letterman at center-linebacker. In a 20.13 upset in 1956 
of nationally-ranked No. I Michigan State, he had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 6()..minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Farner Ray Nitschke 
was a fellow linebacker. 

After serving armed services duty, he coached the Illinois freshman team for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Farner. Dick Butkus. 
He later coached high school football for 25 years in Illinois. He passed away in 2016. 

Eddie Sterling (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). The 6-foot-l forward competed at high levels on the high school, college and professional levels. He 
earned first team All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including 
sectional, district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player. three years as a track long 
jumper and one year in football and baseball. 

At West Virginia University, he was a three-year starter on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was team captain as a senior. He scored 559 career points. He 
later rerumed to the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. 

He also coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams went 88-I 4 after a 4-17 first year start. His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal 
teams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won-lost marks of 17-2, 16-3, 19-3, 18-2 and 18-4. 

Kim Tullis (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Ohio Valley girl to break the 2,000-point career mark with 2,072 in 90 
games during a four-year starting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high of 53 vs. Indian Valley Nonh, the foUTth valley player to 
reach the SO.point mark. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and, as a senior, averaged 27.5 points, 7.5 rebounds, 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting 
46.4% from the floor. 

Tullis was a first team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first team All-Valley honoree • named co-captain as a senior. She averaged 25.1 as a 
junior and was a second team All-Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as a sophomore and gained third team All-Ohio honors. She also was a three-time choice as All-Eastern 
District and All-District 5. 

A resident of Kent, she was a four-year letterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior team co-captain while earning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and 
honorable mention All MAC her final season. In 110 career games. she scored 940 points with 315 assists and 172 steals. She led her team in assists as a senior. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prwr to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ed Bartrug (Magnolia High School, Class of 1927). He was a two-sport (football and basketball) prep and college standout. Bartrug earned all-class All-State and All
Valley honors as a Blue Eagle senior for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in an all-class "1mofficial" state title game in Huntington. Williamson won, 
14-13 on the field but ineligible players were discovered later and the result nullified. The 9-0 record regular season team outscored nine foes 356-20 including seven shutouts. 
He scored a school record nine touchdowns in one game and returned a pass interception a record 98 yards against Warwood as a junior. As a senior, he was team captain for 
both football and basketball. 

Bartrug was a five-letter winner in football (3) and basketball (2) at West Virginia U. and also competed in baseball and track. A two-way back in football, he is regarded as 
one of the best punters in school history. He had an 80-yard punt vs. Oregon State in 1927 and a 75-yard punt the following year. In J 928, he starred for the 8-2 record team 
which beat rival Pitt for the first time in four years, 9-6. He landed a 47-yard pass to set up WVU's only ID in the win. He was selected to the 1930-39 era All-lime Team. 

After college, he was head football coach for 23 years at three southern W.Va. high schools Mowll Hope, St. Albans and Charleston - with a coaching record of 129-
50-7. He also coached the South to a 28-13 win in 1947 in the annual North-South Game. After retirement from the education field in 1973, he became a high school track 
and football official. He was one of IO charter Magnolia Life Achievement honorees for student-athletes and is inducted into both the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and WVU 
Sp(1rts Hall ofFarne. He died in 1996. 

Guido DeVecchis (Weir High School, Class of 1942). The 5-foot-8 sparkplug was one of the most celebrated Red Rider football-basketball athletes in the pre-OVAC 
era. Playing for OVAC Hall ofFame Legend coach Carl Hamill, he earned all-class All-State in both sports as a junior and senior as well as All-Valley in football, the only 
All-OV sport honors at the time. 

In basketball, he set a school career point record of 1,169 points in four seasons during a low-sconng era. The mark lasted 22 years before broken by OVAC charter Hall of 
Farner Ron (Fritz) Williams. He averaged 19 points a game as a senior when he was named to the eight-player, all-class All-State team as the Red Riders finished W. Va. Class 
A runner-up to Fairmont Senior (38-37). He was a repeat all-tournament selection. As a junior, the guard was picked on the second all-class All-State unit as the Red Riders 
{21-4) won the regional title before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A tourney and bowing to Huntington East. 

In football, the fWlning back was a second unit, all-class All-State honoree as a senior when he scored a Rider-best 17 lDs for a 9-1 record team which lost only to Massillon 
(Ohio), 6-0. In a 32-0 blanking of Clairton, Pa., he returned a punt 95 yards to score. He played on three Rider teams (1939-41) with records of9-l, 7-2 and 9-2 competing 
~ a IQl>-:flight tri-state schedule. He opted to play football at West Virginia U. and lettered on the 1946 Mountaineer team. He died in 1996. 

Stan Golm (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1936). The 6-foot-3, 200-pound Bulldog was a two-sport standout who led his team into state tournaments in both bas
ketball and baseball. Nicknamed ''Stash" and "Lefty", the southpaw was a four-year regular first baseman-pitcher in baseball and the top player on the 27-4 record basketball 
team which advanced to Ohio's largest class tournament semifinals before bowing to eventual champion Newark after defeating Cleveland Holy Name and Bowling Green 
for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker. 

After going 18-3 in regular season play in the old Ohio Valley Athletic Association -the predecessor to the OVAC-thc Bulldogs went 9-1 in post-season play to advance 
the farthest in school history at the time. He was team captain and earned All-State Tournament honors as a guard. Post-season victims included Steubenville, East Liveipool, 
Shadyside, Toronto and Carrollton. Goletz also starred as a junior on a 20-S record team. 

In baseball, as a senior, he pitched two no-hit, no-run games in one week during the Eastern Ohio regional tournament to advance to the state largest Class A event. The 
Bulldogs then defeated Toledo Libby, 5-4, in the first round before bowing, 5-4, to Columbus Aquinas in the semifinals. 

After high school, he enrolled at Ohio State and played four seasons of baseball while being scout by several pro teams in the pre-draft era. While in college, he played pro 
baseball as a pitcher during the summers. In I 938, he went 12-5 with Springfield, Ill., and played for Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1939. After college, in 1940, he played for three 
pro teams - Charleston, W.Va., Pinc Bluff, Ark., and Oklahoma City, Okla. Playing outfield/pitcher for Oklahoma City in 1941, he hit .300 in 59 games and was 15-10 as 
a pitcher before being called up by the Chicago White Sox. He played in five games as a pinch-hitter and had three hits in five at bats in the majors. A year later, he enlisted 
in the U.S. An!i.Y and upl!n release in 1945, he returned to minor league baseball as a pitcher, first baseman, outfielder and manager until the mid-1950s. He died in 1997. 

Charles 'Hank' Morus (McKeesport, Pa. High School, Class of 1939). He made his boys basketball coaching mark at old Newport High (1955-68) before the school 
became pan of the current Frontier (1968-81) High in New Matamoras. His first coaching job was in August, Mo. from 1950-55. Overall, his 31-year coaching record was 
409-247 with 11 league titles, seven sectional championships and a district crown in 1969. After Frontier joined the OVAC, he guided the Cougars to Class AA titles in 1979 
and 1981. He won league Coach of the Year honors six times; won District 12 honors in 1974 plus Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1969 and 1981, the year he coached 
in the OVAC All-Star game. In 1994, he earned the Earl Habcrfield OVAC Basketball Coaches Award. 

Besides coaching boys basketball, he served as Athletic Director at Newport from 1960-67 and at Frontier from 1968-81. Jn his first coaching job - girls basketball - his 
Missouri teams went 79-29. At Newport, he also coached the baseball team for 12 seasons with a 97-57 mark and four league, three sectional and one district title. The 1964 
team advanced to the regional finals. 

He graduated from Salem (W.Va.) College where he was captain and co-captain of the basketball and baseball teams and selected as the Outstanding Senior Athlete. 
In 1999, he was inducted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Athletic Hall of Fame and the Frontier High School Gymnasium was named the Hank Morus Gymnasium and an annual 

Hank Morus Athletic Scholarship was started for senior male and female student-athletes. He also is inducted in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame and 
the District 12 charter Basketball Coaches Hall. He died in 1998. 

Steve Swisher (Parkersburg South High School, Class of 1969). South's first honoree was a three-sport Patriot all-stater during the first two years of the school who 
went on to an honored college baseball career before playing nine seasons in the major leagues. He was a sophomore starter at football end for Parkersburg High before South 
opened its doors and he became the school's first major multi-sport athlete. He also was a shortstop for a state championship Parkersburg Post 15 American Legion team. 

In two years at South, he was an all-class, all-state baseball shortstop, a second team all-stater as a basketball forward; and an all-state mention as a football end. In two sea
sons of basketball, he scored 1,077 points and converted all 20 free throws in one game with a high point output of 33 points. Baseball was his future, however, as he accepted 
a scholarship to Ohio University, which advanced to the College World Series in his freshman season. That team featured Baseball Hall ofFamer Mike Schmidt Bobcat coach 
Bob Wren converted Swisher to catcher and he became a three-time All-Mid American Conference honoree and an All-America selection as a senior. 

He became the Bobcats' first Major League draft pick in the first round-and the first from West Virginia -as the 21st overall choice by the Chicago White SoK in 1973. 
Traded to the crosstown Chicago Cubs, he competed for the National League team from 1974-77 before playing with the St. Louis Cardinals from 1978-80 and the San Diego 
Padres from 1981-82. He was the Cubs' representative in the 1976 All-Star Game. After his playing days, he became a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 1997 plus 
2005 and major league coach. He won three minor league championships in the Cleveland Indians and New York Mets' organizations and was the Mets' bullpen coach from 
1994-96. He was a charter inductee into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall ofFame in 1998. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ed Bode (Bethel Township High School, Class of 1958). As ajwuor, he led one of Ohio's smallest high schools to the state Class A semifinals before bowing to 
Gratis, 73-72. He was selected all-tournament. Playing for OVAC charter Hall of Fame coach Dick Potts, Bethel won county, sectional, district and regional titles en 
route to a 27-2 record. 

The 6-foot-4 center was even better as a senior when Bethel went 22-2 and advanced to the district finals. He not only earned first team All-Ohio Class A by The 
Associated Press, but was named Class A Player of the Year. He also repeated as Alt-Eastern Ohio while scoring 537 points in 24 games. He played in the first Ohio 
North-South All-Star game along with future Ohio State greats John Havlicek of Bridgeport and Jerry Lucas of Middletown. 

Bode earned a scholarship to West Virginia University where his three-year career was limited by a knee injury as he earned one letter and played in 43 games. 
He then served 23 years as a boys' basketball coach in Ohio with a 325-175 record. He succeeded his prep coach, Potts, at Skyvue where his 1964 team won 21 

straight games before bowing in the district finals. After three seasons, he coached one year at Doylestown Chippewa before taking a coaching break for two years. 
He returned to Skyvue for four years, where a 24-2 team advanced to the regional finals. He coached at Martins Ferry from I 973-78 and ended his career at Strasburg 
with a nine-year stint. Bethel became part of the Skyvue consolidation which later was in the Monroe Central consolidation. 

Bode died in 2010. 
Bob Bowen (Martms Ferry High School, Class of 1942), He was a state honored two-sport Purple Rider athlete in basketball and tenms before becoming a 

three-year Ohio State basketball regular on nationally-ranked teams. 
The four-year, two-sport standout was a junior starter on a 27-2 record 1941Purple Rider team which won the Ohio Class A championship by finishing with 17 

straight wins, capturing sectional and district titles before winning four games in the state event capped by a 37-30 finals' win over Lakewood. 
In Bowen's senior season, the Riders hiked the win streak to 33 games before bowing to Steubenville, which also ended a 22-3 record Rider season in the district 

tournament. Bowen, nicknamed "Frosty", was a second team All-Ohio Class A choice by The Associated Press while teammate Lou Groza earned third team honors. 
Ferry started tennis as a prep sport in 1940 and Bowen excelled as he teamed as a senior with junior teammate Ken Kadar to win the area's only Ohio state doubles 

title in 1942. Ferry's team captured a district crown that year. 
Bowen enrolled at Ohio State and became a three-year basketball starter in 1944 and 1946-47. The 1944 and 1946 teams won Big Ten Conference titles and played 

in the NCAA national tournaments where the Buckeyes placed fourth in 1944 and 3rd in 1946. 
Bowen and Kadar were both inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016. 
Russell (Bus) LaRue (Wheeling High School, Class of I 926). He was a four-year Wildcat standout in football, basketball and baseball that went on to earn 

seven letters in two sports at West Virginia University. 
In football, he was a do-it-all running back, passer and punter and two-year team captain. In both his junior and senior seasons, he earned first team All-Valley and 

All-State and twice selected captain. As a senior, he led the Wildcats to an 8-1-1 record and, with no state playoffs and no in-state losses, while outscoring foes by 
172-16, the Wildcats claimed an "unofficial'' state title, They defeated Parkersburg, Huntington, Fairmont Senior, Clarksburg Victory, Moundsville, Benwood Union 
and Magnolia_ 

rn basketball, the Wildcats were state one-class runner-up to Huntington in his junior season and he earned second team all-tournament honors. After the state event 
at Buckhannon, the team competed in the National Tournament in Chicago, which invited all state champions and runners-up. 

He enrolled at West Virginia University where he played for coach Ira (Rat) Rodgers and lettered three seasons at fullback. The 1928 team went 8-2. He was also 
a four-year letterman as a third baseman on the baseball team. 

After graduation, he returned to Wheeling as an Ohio County high school and junior high teacher and coach. 
He is deceased. 
Robert Lilienthal (Cambridge High School, Class of 19S3). He earned state honors in football and basketball for the Bobcats. A three-season football starter at 

quarterback, he led the Bobcats as a senior to its first Central Ohio League championship, and No. 11 state Class A ranking, including a 20-14 win over third-ranked 
Zanesville, 20-14. He was named second team All-Ohio and first team All-COL. He played for the South team in the annual Ohio North-South game opposite the first 
team All-Ohio quarterback Len Dawson of Alliance - a future Purdue University and Kansas City Chiefs' standout. 

A four-year starter in basketball, he led the Bobcats, as a junior, to the Central Ohio League co-title and earned second team All-COL. In his senior season, the 
Bobcats recorded the school's first unbeaten regular season and went 23-0 before bowing in the district tournament. He repeated on the All-COL second team and 
was selected to third team All-Ohio Class A by United Press International. 

He enrolled at Ohio State and was in the football program for three years. The 6-foot, 174-pounder was one of seven quarterbacks on the I 0-0 record I 954 team 
which defeated USC, 20-7 in the Rose Bowl and was the national poll champion by the AP. The l95S team went 7-2 and repeated as Big Ten Conference champion. 

The Cambridge resident was inducted into the Cambridge Athletic Hall of Fame in 2018. 
Chris Yura (Morgantown High School, Class of 1999). He was a state record-setting running back (102 career IDs, 50 as senior) who earned the Kennedy 

Award as state all-class Player of the Year as a junior before placing third as a senior behind the only first place tie in history between two other state record-setters 
- J,R_ House of Nitro (passing) and Quincy Wilson of Weir (rushing). A two-time first team Class AAA all-stater, he earned All-America mention from USA Today 
as a senior. 

The 5-foot-11, I 85-pounder led the state in scoring two straight years and rushed for more than 2,000 yards in both his junior and senior seasons to end with more 
than 5,700 career yards in three years. 

He led the Mohigans to a 12-2 record as a senior and state runner-up to a House-led Nitro in a memorable 69-52 "Super Six" shootout at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
Yura nursed an ailing ankle and didn't start the game, but was inserted to score his record 50th season TD. 

As a junior, Morgantown was unbeaten in regular season but was upset in the playoffs. Yura rushed for 2,0 I 7 yards and scored 3 7 TDs. He was a three-time All
NCAC Conference selection. 

Recruited by several Division I colleges, he opted for Notre Dame U., where he was a four-year letterman, mostly as a special teams player and backup fullback. 
The 2000 Irish team went 9-3 and ranked I 5th nationally. The 2002 team was 10-3 with a 17th national poll spot. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Johnny August (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940). The 5-10, 160-pounder was a four-year basketball and three-year football regular and star on the 
9-1 record Upper Ohio Valley League title team of 1939 which outscored foes, 294-42. The two-way halfback-punter-kicker earned I st Team All-Valley honors. In 
basketball, the senior team captain led the team in scoring with 305 points in a low-sconng era and set a school record with 40 points in a 64-46 regular season finale 
win over Barnesville. He was a three-time All-Section Tournament choice. 

He declined a basketball scholarship at Indiana University to play football at Ohio State. After a year on the freshman team, he transferred to the University of 
Alabama and became a starting tailback as a junior. A top runner, passer and punter, he was labeled by local media as "Triple Threat Johnny August." He was a standout 
in a 37-21 Orange Bowl victory over Boston College on Jan. I, 1943. 

August then served two years dunng World War II as a Marine drill instructor at Parris Island, S.C., before retuming to Alabama for his senior year in 1945. He 
was a staning fullback with famed Harry Gilmer at tailback. In the Jan. I, 1946 Cotton Bowl, the Tide lost to a Texas team led by Bobby Layne and Tom Landry. 

He was drafted by the Cleveland Browns in the eighth round as the 70th overall NFL pick. He played one season with the pro Brooklyn Dodgers, but injuries cut 
short his career. He died in Rome, Ga., in 1998. 
Al Christopher (Caldwell High School, Class of 1953). He was an All-Ohio Class A quarterback on the Redskins' 9-0 unbeaten team of 1952. Also, an All

Muskingum Valley League honoree, the three-year starter completed 143 of288 passes for 1,789 yards in an era of limited passing. He also played prep basketball. 
At Ohio University, the 1957 graduate was a four-year kicking specialist on the Bobcats' football team. 
A prep football coach at Wyoming High in Cincinnati, he won three conference titles and was head coach of the Ohio Shrine Game and coached in the North-South 

All-Star Game in Canton. He served as President of the Ohio Coaches Association in 1966. 
He went on to Muskingum College as head football coach ( 1970-80), golf coach ( 1978-92) and athletic director. He earned Ohio Athletic Conference Coach of Year 

honors when Muskingum won the 1975 OAC title and led the golf team to an OAC conference title and No. 13 national ranking. 
An avid golfer, he won the Zanesville Senior Championship in 1994, 1996 and 1998. 
A charter 1998 inductee into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame, he also is inducted into the Muskingum University Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Allan Collins (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1970). He retired as head girls' basketball coach at Morgantown High as the most successful largest Class AAA 

pilot in state history. In 24 seasons ( 1986-20 I 0), he compiled a 488-104 record for an 82.5% winning percentage. His teams won five state titles in 1990, 1992, 1993, 
2005 and 2007 and finished runner-up in 1989, 2003 and 2006. 

The Mohigans advanced to 15 state toumaments with 20 wins or more in 14 seasons. The unbeaten (27-0) title team of 1992 was ranked No. 23 nationally by USA 
Today. That squad was led by fellow OVAC Legends' honoree Julie Wheeler, a junior and state all-class Co-Player of the Year who repeated that honor as a senior. 
Collins also coached two other state Players of the Year in Virginia Tech recruit Stephanie Carter ( 1990) and Robert Morris recruit Keri Pryor (2005). 

Collins coached seven NCAA Division-I recruits among over 20 who earned college scholarships. 
He was named state Girls Basketball Coach of the Year twice as well as conference coach of the year and The Dominion Post Coach of the Year honors. He served 

as coach of numerous all-star teams including the state North-South game, W. Va. vs. Ohio All-Star game and conference all-star classics. 
Collins is also a Morgantown High School Athletic Hall of Fame honoree. 
Jim Monigold (Conotton Valley High School, Class of 1966). He competed in five sports in one year for the Rockets-baseball, basketball, football, golf and 

track. He was named All-Eastern Ohio first team in basketball his junior and senior seasons. He went on to Ashland College to play basketball and baseball his fresh
man and sophomore seasons. 

After college, he took over the CV baseball program started by Dave Graham, the son of famed Cleveland Browns' quarterback Otto Graham, and became head 
coach in 1974, He led the Rockets to district titles in 1977, 1982 and 1988. 

In 2000, he was inducted into the Harrison County Sports Hall of Fame and, the following year, he was inducted into the Cy Young Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Tuscarawas County. He was honored in the Conotton Valley Sports Hall ofFame as an individual and his 1977 baseball team also was inducted. 

The new baseball field at the school was named "Jim Monigold Field" in his honor in 2018. 
Julie Wheeler (Morgantown High School, Class of 1994)--The most honored girls basketball player in Mohigan history, she earned I st team Class AAA All-State 

three seasons and was the sparkplug to the school's back-to-back state titles and a national ranking. 
Playing for fellow OVAC Legends honoree, coach Allan Collins, she led the unbeaten (27-0) team to a national No. 23 ranking by USA Today. During her MHS 

career, she scored 1,612 points in 79 games for a 20.4 average and converted 81 ¾ of her free throws. She set a school, and then-state, record with 199 career three
point goals. 

She was twice a statewide, all-class major honoree, sharing the Thom Award as Co-Player of the Year as a junior, and repeating as Player of the Year as a senior. 
She also was the state Gatorade Player of the Year and the USA Today state Player of the Year. 

Wheeler accepted a scholarship to Providence College where she played in IO I games as a four-year letterman and starter. The 5-foot-7 guard set the school record 
with 252 3-point goals and also led the team in assists two years and recorded 343 career assists. She ended with 1,039 points for a I 0.2 average. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Rich Braham (University High School, Class of 1989). He was a Hawks' football and basketball standout who was honored in the first class ofUHS Hall of Fame 
selections. 

In football, the 6-foot-4, 235-pounder was selected first team Class AA AU-State defensive lineman as a senior after a SC(;Ond team junior honor at offensive end. He later 
was named MVP of the annual W.Va. North-South All-Star Game. 

In basketball, he was a two-time Class AA second team All-State selection. 
A walk-on who earned a West Vuginia U. scholarship, he was named team MVP and earned All-America recognibon on Kodak, UPI and Associated Press teams after 

helping WVU to its second unbeaten ( 11-0) regular season in school history. The All-Big East selection made 3 7 starts from 1990-93 including every game as a senior captain. 
He was inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 2007. 
Picked in the third round of the 1994 NFL Draft by the Arizona Cardinals before trade that season to the Cincinnati Bengals, he played 13 seasons (146 games, including 

142 starts) with the last 98 starts at center after early career at left guard. Injuries forced his retirement. 
Mike DeVol (Caldwell High School, Class of 1967). He served as a head football coach for 38 years at four schools including three current OVAC members. The 

Glenville State graduate had an overall coaching record of 267-125-2 including I 55-77-2 in two stints at Caldwell from 1974-93 and 2008-10. He coached eight seasons at 
Warren Local, five years at Parkersburg South and ended with two seasons (2018-19) at Belpn:. 

His teams made eight post-season appearances including five W.Va. Class AAA berths for Parkersburg South, including a 2003 state title and 2002 state runner-up plus 
three post-season berths at Caldwell in Ohio Division VNI. His 2003 South team went 13-1 with a 26-20 state championship win over Martinsburg. The 2002 South state 
runner-up team went 12-2. 

A multiple Eastern District Coach of the Year, De Vol earlier was inducted into three Halls of Fame- the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall ofFame, Parkersburg South Football 
Hall of Fame and Caldwell Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Jedd Gyorko (University High School, Class of2007). He was a six-rime Hawk all-stater in baseball and basketball who earned IO All-America baseball honors at West 

Vuginia U. before playing eight major league seasons. 
A three-spon prep standout who was inducted in the charter UHS Hall of Fame class of2018, he was a quarterback-wide receiver in football, a shooting guard in basketball 

and primarily a baseball shortstop. He also playcxl four years of American Legion swnmer baseball and helped team win two state titles. 
In baseball, he was All-Conference four years and a three-time Class AAA all-stater, twice first team plus second team as a sophomore infielder. 
In basketball, the 5-foot-10 guard earned all-state three times-first team as senior, second team as junior and third team as sophomore. His point averages were 18.5, 17 .3 

and 19.0 per game and he set a school career record for 3-point goals. 
At WVU, he was a three-year baseball honoree including Big East Rookie of the Year and Second Team All-American while setting numerous school records. In 2010, he 

won the Brooks Wallace Award as NCAA Best Shortstop and was SC(;Ond round draft choice of the San Diego Padres after his junior year. In three years, he set school can:er 
records for batting average (.404 ), doubles (73), e11:tra-base hits (113) and tied records for career home runs (35) and season home runs ( 19). He also set four season school 
records. 

After three minor league seasons, he played eight years (2013-20) in the majors, mostly as a third base starter for the Padres, St. 1.-0uis Cardinals, Los Angeles Dodgers and 
Milwaukee Brewers. He batted .245 with 121 home runs and 370 RBI. 

He servcxl as manager of the minor league West Vuginia Black Bears in 2021-22. 
Cyril Let7,elter (Martins Feny High School, Class of 1925). One of Ferry's most celebrated players in the early era of Purple Rider football, he was n:gardcxl as the best 

fullback in the Ohio Valley and also excelled as a defensive back and punter/placekicker. 
During his junior season, he scored I 02 of his team's I 88 points with 14 touchdowns, three field goals and nine conversions. Team captain as a senior, his all-star accolades 

included captain of the All-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio teams. 
Letzelter went on to play football for fonner Feny coach Earl 1.-0ucks at Carnegie Tech, then a major program, and is the only Ohio Valley native selectcxl to an All-Time 

Team at the college now called Carnegie-Mellon University. At Tech, he scored a TD vs. Notre Dame in 1926 at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh in a game n:garded as one of the 
all-time major college upsets. He earned All-America honors in 1928 from the International Board of Football Coaches during the era of legendary coaches Knute Rockne 
and Glenn (Pop) Warner, 

He also played year for Army at West Point before an age eligibility question was posed. He later served as an assistant coach at Anny until 1941. 
Letzelter was inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall ofFame in 2016. 
Jim Presley (Brilliant High School, Class of 1960). A three-spon, four-year prep standout, the 6-foot-4, 225-pounder is the only Brilliant High athlete to earn first team 

All-Ohio honors in both football and basketball. 
In football, the senior two-way end and fullback earned first team Associated Press AU-Ohio Class A as an offensive end, first team All-Ohio Valley 'Small School" as 

an end; first team All-Eastern Ohio, and first Team All-Eastern District. He was also named Jaycees' All-Ohio and Steubenville area Athlete of the Year by the Herald-Star 
newspaper. He was a two-rime All-Eastern Ohio choice. 

Presley helped Brilliant to a second straight 8- 1 record season while scoring IS IDs and 24 conversion runs ( 11 PAT receptions) for 114 points. He led the Ohio Valley in TD 
n:ceptions with a then OV record 13 and in reception yards (992) on 43 receptions, high numbers for that era. On defense, he returned a pass interception 100 yards for a TD. 

In basketball, he was selected first team Associated Press All-Ohio Class A and first team All-Eastern District. As a junior, he earned honorable mention All-Ohio Class A. 
He endcxl his career with a school n:cord 1,564 points, including 540 as a senior, and set a single game mark with 46 points vs. Yorkville. 

He also competed as a weight man (shot put and discus) on the track team. 
Pn:sley was recruited by several colleges and signed with West Vuginia U., where he competed as a regular end on the freshman team. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class or 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Muntley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick 
(accepting for the late George Kovalick), 
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late BiU 
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna 
WiUiams (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
WiUiams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki PuUie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Matt Muntley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the late 
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
FiUiez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'lnnocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Paul 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Redway, 
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC HaU of Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Redmond 
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick; 
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe 
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept• 
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie 
Dailer. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members or the OVAC Hall of Fame Class or 
2009 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Richard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row, 
Harold ''Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members or the OVAC Hall of Fame Class or 
2010 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
"Streaky" Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin, 
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright, 
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thornes, Ross 
Gallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Dei (accepting ror the late Dick Dei) and 
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob 
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller, 
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Sharon Vmcent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for 
T J'. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell "Jimmy" Carey), Shawn 
Donley (accepting for the late Charles 
"Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene ''Eudie" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
late Richard "Dick" Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr, 
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell. 

OVACHall 
of Fame 

Class of 2013 
Members of the OVAC Hall of 

Fame Class of 2013 or their rep
resentatives include, front row 
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac
cepting for the late Jim Thomas), 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry 'Moo' Moore. Second row, 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting 
for Jim Brown), Larry Marmie, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Mark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany 
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2014 
Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of2014 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Rick 
Coles, Bill Brubaker, James Compan
ion, Jim Potts, Dick Edge (accepting 
for the late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman 
and James 'Junior' Moore. Second row, 
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike 
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row, 
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino, 
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie 
Hutchins), and Dan Stephens. Also 
inducted were Paul Richards, Mike 
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 

The Class of 2015 for the OVAC Hall of 
Fame or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Linda 
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri 
Kellas (accepting for the late George 
Kellas II), David 'Ty' Fleming' and Rod 
Johnson. Second row, Dorothy Powell 
(accepting for the late Duane Powell), 
Pat Graetjens (accepting for the late 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry), John Spence (accept
ing for the late Paul Rickards) and Miles 
Witchey (accepting for the late Clyde 
Eads). Third Row, Gene 'Beef' Lamone, 
Rick Nau, Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovi
cic. Four row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly 
Swierkos and James Taylor; Back row, 
Dr. Dianna Vargo ( accepting for Mike 
McLeod, Brittany Hocker, \Ted Talking
ton and Paul Hoover. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
C~ of 2016 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, their 
representatives) included, Bob Koch, 
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent
ing the late Jimmy Mountain),Stan 
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West; 
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan 
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn 
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker), 
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig, 
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn), 
John Wdey (representing Ben Wtley 
and Jim Wood; back row, Jim Woofter, 
William Augur (representing Kim 
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates 
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and 
Kacie Vavrek. 

OVAC 
Hal/of Fame 
Class of 2017 

Members of the OVAC Hall of 
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep
resentatives include, front row left 
to right, Arthur ''Butch" Joseph, 
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave 
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill 
Gompers; second row, Lisa Glieber 
(representing Tom Franckhauser), 
Angela Hearst (representing 
Wdliam 'Catrash' Hearst), Jarrett 
Alford (representing Roger 
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones 
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami 
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis 
(representing Nate Davis), April 
Rotilio and Roger Sowers D (rep
resenting Roger Sowers). 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2018 
Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2018 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Ron 
White, Greg Haberfield (representing 
Earl Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim 
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob 
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz; 
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy 
Sessi Spence (representing Geno Sessi), 
Geri Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago 
(representing Don Osby), Willie Tucker 
(representing Bill Tucker and Keith 
Vrotsos; back row, Georgia Dawson, 
Ron Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly 
Shields, Reno Saccoccia (representing 
Zach Collaros} and Adam Hoppel. 

~! .. ~~ 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2019 

The Class of 2019 for the OVAC Hall 
of Fame or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Dr. 
Dan Doyle, Al Glitch, Don Clegg, 
Dave Bruney , Jay Circosta, Jim 
Crosier and Mike Sherwood (repre
senting Chet Daniels); second row, 
George Deiderich (representing his 
brother, Art Deiderich), Catherine 
Knox (representing her father, Pete 
Gongola), Becky Gala (representing 
her uncle, Bob DiStefano ), Leon 
Jenkin), Jeff Patterson and Ron 
Sismondo; back row, Shelly Carroll, 
Mike Gulan, Jamie Adams, Casey 
Coyne (representing his brother, 
Scott Coyne), Tyler Engle and Liz 
Repella. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVACHallofFame 

Class of 2021 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of2021 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Jerry 
Narcisi, Rich Wilinski, Scott Nolte, Kim 
Clifford, Robert 'Bubba' Kapral and 
Larry Deaton; second row, Bill Welker, 
Ralph Anastasio; Keith Bloom (repre
senting Tom Bloom), Pete Abuls and 
Kate McLane (representing Don 'Kip' 
McLane); third row, Joe Blaha, Carl 
Fodor Jr., Daryl 'Boogie' Johnson, Josh 
Watson, Leekycia Brown and Natalie 
Perzanowski. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2022 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2022 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Dr. 
Dianna Vargo, Linda Alexander 
(representing the late Henry 'Hen' 
Healy), Seth Staskey, Robert 'Bo' 
Mcconnaughy (representing Dave 
Cisar), and Terry Depew; second 
row, Mike Coyne, Edmund DiBacco, 
Roger Holdinsky, Fred Bruney 
(representing the late Bob Bruney), 
and Tony 'Gary' Marvin; third row, 
Richard Summers, Lori Heady, 
Jeff Woofter, Chris McGhee Sr. 
(representing Curtis McGhee, Jr.), 
DJ Duke and Teddi Jo Maslowski. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2023 

The OVAC Hall of Fame Class of2023 
inductees or their representatives in
clude, front row left to right, Kelly Rine, 
Bob Robinson, Bob Dawson, Penn 
Kurtz, Don Cash, Dick Reasbeck and 
Mike Tomasovich; second row, Beth 
Tomasovich (representing Ted Tomasov
ich), Brian Doe (representing Steve Doe), 
Lance LaFollette, Tim Mccrate, Shawn 
Straughn and Jessica Hines; back row, 
Fred Ray, Sean Mccrate (representing 
Jennie Castle), Koel Davia, Justin Fox 
and Max Nogay. 
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~ MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS $ 
~ FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME 
1. COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased. 
Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals. 
Wins/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.) 
Baseball: 250 wins. 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles 
2. OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased 
25 years of service 
3. MEDIA: 
Can be inducted any time 
20 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 
4. OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Contributions to the conference 
5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR: 
Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been successful 

in the high school/college/professional ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories. 
6. ATHLETES: 
Must be out of high school 10 years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and professional 

accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume. 
Baseball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Basketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams 
Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Football: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Softball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Swimming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Tennis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Track: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Volleyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Wrestling: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 






