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Kelly Rine TR s

Kelly Rine (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979). Rine has served the conference in countless roles, always working
for the betterment of the student-athletes of the Ohio Valley.

After graduating from West Liberty State College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Physical Education/Driver Educa-
tion, his teaching carcer started at St. Clairsville High School where he also coached football under the late George
Strager. Afier three years at St, C. (1985-87). he went onto Ohio University and received his Master of Science degree in b 2
Physicai Education/Athietic Administration while also serving as a graduate assistant football coach for two seasons. a1
For the next 11 years (1990-2001), Rine was employed at Alexander Local Schools in Albany as teacher, coach, Dean of P
Students and Athletic Director, At Alexander, he co-founded and was chairman of the annual HOOPS Invitational, a one #
day high school basketball extravaganza held at the Ohio University Convocation Center.

in 2001, he accepted the Athietic Director position at Meadowbrook High School where he remained unui 2006. He
served a two-year stint as the President of the EOIAAA while at Meadowbrook. it %

In the fall of 2006, Rine became the Athletic Director at St. Clairsville, retiring from that position at the end of the Kellv Ri
2018-19 school year. While he was at St. C., the annual OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships were moved to Red elly Kine
Devil Stadium, with Rine serving as the Site Manager.

He served as President of SEQTAAA. represcntative to the OTAAA Board of Control and co-chaired the OTAAA State Conference in 1998 for the Southeast
District. He was a committee member for the 2003 and 2009 State Conferences hosted by the East District. He attained his CAA designation in 1997,

He was the Southeast District Athletic Administrator of the Year in 1999 and received the same honor in 2012 from the East District, In the spring of
2003, he received the NIAAA Distinguished Service Award presented by the EOIAAA, and the National Federation Citation award in 2004. He was
inducted into the OIAAA Hall of Fame in 2015 and was awarded the OVAC Cal Giffin Track & Ficld Service Award in 2019,

Rinc has served on the OVAC Executive Board as the Class 4A representative since 2004; began serving as the OVAC Class 1/A-2A Golf Director in
2021 and is a member of OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. He also was the Founder/Director of the George Strager Memorial Camp for 25 years (1990-
2014} and is also a member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Committee.

He is also a football official and sofiball umpire, and has worked the OVAC all-star games in both sports.

Bob Robinson

Robert “Bob’ Ribonson (Hamsville (WV) High School, Class of 1963). Robinson has been “the man”™ when 1t
comes to supporting the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame since its inception in 2004, serving as the
presenting sponsor of the event.

His yearly contributions — which to date total in excess of $70,000 - are the primary source of funds that enable
the conference to honor and showcase the individuals who make up its rich history.

The owner of Robinson Auto Group located at The Highlands (he purchased his first auto dealership in New
Martinsville, WV in 1974}, he also served the OVAC in a coaching role, first as head girls’ basketball coach at
Mount de Chantal Visitation Academy and then for 20 year as an assistant to Penn Kurtz at Wheeling Central.

Robinson, a supporter of several individual schools within the conference as well, has had a heavy involvement
with the YMCA of Wheeling, receiving the “Light of the Valley™ award in 2009

A graduate of West Virginia University, he is a lifetime member of the WVU Alumni Association and is a
member of the Mountaineer Athletic Club, He was a 2013 inductee into the West Virginia University John
Bob Robinson Chambers College of Business and Economics Hall of Fame. Robinson also received the OVAC Denny Magruder
Distinguished Service Award in 2011. the second such honoree following the award’s namcsake.

Bob Dawson

Robert ‘Bob’ Dawson {East Liverpool High School, Class of 1958). Dawson enjoyed tremendous coaching success
at Wellsville and Tast Liverpool during a 40-ycar carcer as a teacher coach/administrator, finishing with an overall
record of 264-98.

His Wellsville weams compiled a 237-60 mark: posted four undefeated seasons: were ranked in the AP poll eight times
and won three state poll championships. Under his tutelage. Wellsville won three OVAC championships (1975, 76 and
*77). 10 sectional titles, three district crowns and one regional championship, appearing in the QHSAA “Final Four™ in
1976 where they lost to eventual state champion Dayton Roth 1n the state semifinals to fiish with a sparkling 22-1 record.

Afier retiring at Wellsville, became head coach at East Liverpool. Taking over a team which had a 1-20 record, by the
end of his third and final year, the Potters won 16 games; was state-ranked and won their first sectional title in 18 seasons.

He was a three-time Ohie Coach of the Year (1972, *74 and "76): was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year
Award in 1975; received a total of 28 Coach of the Year awards: and was a three-time honoree by the Dapper Dan Club
of the Upper Ohio Valley.

He served as head coach of the 1.S. All-Stars for Sonny Vaccaro's 1976 Roundball Classic in Pinsburgh (now Bob Dawson
known as the McDonald's All-American Gamce); coached in the OHSBCA North-South All-Star Basketball Classic.

Dawson was a Iri-founder of the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic along with Earl Haberfield and Henry “Hank™ Lazasz and the OVAC Basketball
Referce Award is named in his honor,

As an athlete. Dawson was a two-time all-Ohioan at East Liverpool and a three-year starter at Bowling Green State University averaging 6.8 points per
game for his carcer. He was team captain as a senior in 1962 when BGSU was ranked No. § in the country: won the MAC championship and played in
the NCAA Tournament.

He was previously inducted into the East Liverpool Athletic Hall of Fame (1997), the Wellsville Athletic Hall of Fame (charter class). the District 5
Basketbail Coaches Hall of Fame (2002) and the Columbiana County Coaches Association Hall of Fame (2023).
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Penn Kurtz

Penn Kurtz (Medina High School, Class of 1973). He ranks near the top of all-time successful girls’ baskctball
coaches m OVAC history, serving 28 vears as head coach at Whedmg Centrai after a seven-year stint as an assis-
tant. He retired from coaching fol]omno the 2019-20 season with an impressive career record of 517-257 record.
The Maroon Knights qualified for an OVAC—rccord 25 West Virginia State Tournaments by winning scctional
and regional titles. WCC participated in 10 state championship games under Kuniz, winning three Class A crowns
(2004, 2008 and 2018) whilc finishing as the runner-up scven times {1994, 1996, 1998, 2003. 2005, 2012 and
2015).

Kurtz-coached team won eight OVAC championships (1994, 1998, 2005, 2012, 2015. 2017, 2018 and 2020}, sec-
ond most in OVAC hisiory behind fellow Hall of Famer Robert “Bubba™ Kapral of St. John Central; and won more
than 500 games, second most in conference history to another Hall of Famer, Stan Blankenship of John Marshail.
Kurtz, a graduate of Ohio University, was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year Award in 2008 and 2018.

L5ed

Penn Kurtz

Don Cash

Dan Cash (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1975). He wore the whistle and zcbra stripes for more than four
decades and was onc of the most respected basketball officials in the Ohio Valley during that time.

A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials for a whopping 41 years - working
games in both Ohio and West Virginia - Cash officiated a total of 27 WVSSAC State Tournaments and one
OHSAA State Tournament during his carcer and is one of seven OVAC officials who worked state title games
in both states. In addition, Cash drew 32 regional assignments along with countless sectional and district tourna
ment games,

He officialed 15 OVAC Championship games and worked the Cancer Research Classic — a premier high school
baskelball showcase — a total of 13 times,

Cash is a 28-year member of the Ohio Valley Board’s Executive Commitiee: spent 12 years as a training class
instructor for the board and nine years as a rules interpreter. He’s also the creator’administrator for the board’s
website,

The Co-Dircctor with Sue Lewton of the OVAC Phil Lewton Sportsmanship Award. he was named the District
5 Basketball Coaches Association Official of the Year in 2003 and WVSSAC Boys Official of the Year in 2020.

In addition to his officiating, Cash is also a 25-ycar member of the Bridgeport Exempted Village School District’s Board of Education including
serving six limes as president. He was the 2014 OSBA Qustanding Board Member for the Southeast Region.

He’s the Exccutive Director of the Bridgeport Educational Assistance Foundation which has provided Bridgeport students more than $800,000
in scholarships as well as various forms of financial assistance to the district. e also served as Co-Director of the Bridgepert Alumni Phil Nickro
Golf Classic for 24 years and is a 20-year member of the Bridgeport Alumni Board of Trustees.

Don Cash

Dick Reasbeck

Dick Reasbeck (St. John Central, Class of 1939). lle was a sharp-shooting Irish guard who carned first team, five-
player All-Ohio largest Class AA as a senior. Also 2 first team All-OVAC Class AA and All-Eastern District sclec-
tion who scored 501 points for a 27.1 per game average. he played in the annual Ohio North-South All-Star Game,

As a junior. he sported a 18.9 point normn and earned first team All-Eastern District and honorable mention
All-Ohio.

He also was a threc-year regular in baseball and played football two seasons.

The baskctball sharp-shooter earned a scholarship to Ohio State where he was a three-year letterman on
nationally-ranked teams after competing on the freshman team while the varsity squad - led by Jerry Lucas and
John Havlicek - won the NCAA crown.

In his sophomore year, the Buckeyes went unbeaten in regular season (27-1 overall) and finished as NCAA
runner-up to Cincinnati. Fe averaged 3.1 points.

As a junior, the Buckeycs (26-2) again finished as NCAA runner-up to Cincinnati, with Reasbeck averaging —= ’

8.2 points in a sixth man rolc. Dick Reasbeck

He was a senior regular as the Buckeyes finished with a 20-4 record. Reasbeck averaged 15.1 points a game
and was accorded second team All-Big Ten Conference. He scored a high 32 points vs. Purdue.

Afier college, Reasbeck signed in 1963 with the bascball Los Angeles Angels and pitched two seasons for the Class AA minor league San Josc

leam.
T
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Mike Tomasovich

Mike Tomasorich (Weir High, Class of 1959). He was a highly-honored, 6-foot-4, 205-pound nine-letter athlete who
eamed five all-state honors whiie helping the Red Riders win state titles in football and baseball and also eaming all-state
tournament in basketball.

In football, he was a junior starter at quarterback on an 11-0 record team that won the OVAC largest Class AAA title and
the W.Va. Class AAA crown with a 19-12 finals win over Fairmont Senior at Wheeling Island Stadium. As a senior, he
started at end and defensive back on a 9-1 record team which repeated as OVAC champ and had a 21-game winning streak
ended in the regular season finale by eventual state titlist Parkersburg. He earned first team All-State and All-OVAC at end.

In basketball, the senior led the Red Riders 1o sectional and regional titles to qualify for the state event where he camed
ali-toumney honors. He also was a first team Al-OVAC Class AAA pick and sclected all-class “Big” All-State third team. As
a junior, he helped Weir to a2 21-4 record and sectional crown,

In baseball, he was a three-time one-class, all-state honoree at pitcher. As a senior, Weir won the state title with a 16-2
record and a 6-2 state tournament title win over state power East Bank. He batted .400 with a 7-1 mound record. As a junior,
he eamed second team all-staie as a pitcher. As a sophomore, he was first team all-state with a 6-1 record while batting .350
with three homers. His only mound loss was a 2-1, 8-inning state tourney loss to Martinsburg as he struck out 13 batters.

Mike Tomasovich

Al Salvadori

d Al Salvadori (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1963). The 6-foot-8 basketball pivot ranks among the
best ‘big men’ in OVAC history and was the most honored player and top scorer/rchounder for the unbeaten
(23-0) 1963 Maroon Knight team regarded as the best in school history.

As a senior, he earned 1st Team all-class “Big” All-State, Ist Team Catholic All-State, Ist Team All-OVAC
Class AAA, All-City and All-Catholic Class AA Tournament while averaging 18.6 points and double digit
rebounds. He also was accorded Catholic schools All-America honors while Central was ranked one of the Top
10 Catholic teams nationally.

He led the Knights to back-to-back W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships, an OVAC largest Class AAA
title as a senior and the overall No. 1 state regular season poll ranking by Uniled Press International, the oniy
state non-SSAC member to be ranked No. 1. The No. 2 ranked team was a Ron Williams-led Weir team which
won the SSAC Class AAA title after two regular season losses to Central.

As a junior, Salvadori led the Knights to the state Catholic Tournament Class AA title while caming all-

Al SalvadO!‘l tourney, 2nd Team All-City and honorable mention all-class “Big” All-State.

A college D-I recruit, he accepted a grant 1o the University of South Carolina where he played on the freshman
team before lettering and starting, three seasons on the varsity. He was selected All-Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament as a senior. He scored
773 points in 69 games and led the Gamecocks in rebounding.

Salvadori was drafted by two professional leagues, including the Baltimore franchise in the NBA, but opted to play two scasons with Oakland
of the American Basketball League.

He was previously inducted into the Wheeling Central Hall of Fame.

Ted Tomasovich

Ted Tomasovich (Weir High School, Class of 1964). He was a three-sport, three-year regular in football,
basketball and basebal! on top-record teams who became a Hall of Famer and two-sport, three-year regular at ||
Georgia Tech and later a two-year professional baseball player.

In football, Tomasovich quarterbacked three Red Rider teams including a 10-1 record state Class AAA cham-
pionship tcam as a sophomore and an 8-2 record team as a senior. Carcer-wise, he passed for 1,407 yards and
17 TDs for a run-oriented offense. i

In basketball, the 6-foot-3 forward started on three Red Rider teams which became the only OVAC largest
class school to advance to three straight state title games. He earned all-state tournament twice as a junior and |9
senior as well as All-OVAC and All-Sialc mention. Playing with charter OVAC Hall of Famer Ron (Fritz)
Williams, the Red Riders ended 25-1 in 1962 with an OVAC Class AAA title and overall No. 1 state regular |
season poll ranking before ending state runner-up. A year later, Weir won the state Class AAA crown with a
19-5 record as Tomasovich earned AN-OVAC and third team all-class “Big” All-State honors. As a senior, the
Red Riders ended runner-up in the state 3-A tournament and he carned All-OVAC and honorable mention, all- .
class “Big” All-State. Tomasovich averaged double figures in points and rebounds for his career while Weir had Ted Tomasovich
a 62-8 record.

In baseball, the pitcher-outficlder was an all-class All-State honorable mention choice as a senior.

The Weir High Wall of Famer received an athletic scholarship to Georgia Tech and became a two-sport, three-year regular in basketball and
baseball. He played 76 basketball games with a career point average of 12.7 including 15 points per game as a senior. He was a pitcher, first base-
man and outficlder in baseball and earned NCAA All-District as a senior when he batted .381 with five home runs and 38 RBI --all team bests.
Career-wise, he started 48 games with a .366 batting average and 5-4 record on the mound. He set a Tech career pitching record by allowing the
fewest hits (54) with over 100 innings pitched. He was elected to the Georgia Tech Sports Hall of Fame in 1986.

Tomasovich was drafied twice by major league baseball. The San Dicgo Padres picked him in 1968 before the Cincinnati Reds sclected him in
1969. He signed with the Reds and played two minor league seasons. He passed away in 2020 in Southern California.
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Steve Doe

Steve Doe (Warwood High School, Class of 1976). Doe was a three-sport star as well as 2 standout in the classroom during
his Viking prep career. The 6-3, 215-pounder excelled in football, wrestling and track.

On the gridiron, Doe was a two-way starting tackle for three seasons. As a senior, he was accorded All-City, All-Valley,
All-OVAC and All-State first-team laurels.

Hc participated in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Doe was also awarded the prestigious “Chuck
Howley Award™ as Warwood High's top student-athlete.

His gridiron exploits eamed him a scholarship to Ohio University. In Athens, Doe eamed three letters and started two
seasons at middle guard. He also camed a bachelor's degree with honors in industrial technology.

In wrestling at Warwood, Doc competed for three years in the unlimited heavyweight classification for Coach Eric Carder,
He placed fifth in the OVAC Tournament as a senior, helping the Vikings capture the overall all-class conference champion-
ship. He went on to pocket the West Virginia state championship.

Doe was also a gified weight man for the Vikings track team. He enjoyed a sparkling senior campaign, establishing a West
Virginia prep record in the discus en route to winning the state mect championship. He also placed fifth in the state meet shot Steve Doe
put event and his efforts helped propel the Vikings to the state team title.

Lance LaFollette

Lance LaFollette {Woodsfield High School, Class of 1979). LaFollette ended his Redskin football career for
legendary coach Jay Circosta as one of the premier wide receivers in OVAC history.

When he completed his Weodsfield grid career, the prolific wideout established Ohio Valley records for receiv-
ing yards in a scason (886 yards) and touchdown catches in a season {13}, He still remains as the Woodsfield/
Monroe Central leader in receiving yards.

LaFollette was a first-team All-Ohio honoree as a senior to go along with first-team All-QVAC, All-PVC and
All-Eastern District laurels. He was also tabbed PVC Lineman of the Year.

The glue-fingered receiver was also first-team All-OVAC and All-Eastern District as a junior.

After picking up his Woodsfield High diploma, LaFollette took his grid skills to West Liberty, where he again
sparkled as a receiver.

Playing under two different head coaches (John Westenhaver and Larry Shank), he landed many passes and
many honors.

Lance LaFollette LaFolletie established Hilltopper records for receptions in a game (12) and in a season (58). Both marks have
since been broken, He was a three-time All-WVC honoree and, in 1981, he was tabbed as West Liberty's MVP.
That same scason, he was accorded NAIA All-American honors.

The former Redskins standout was honored twice (1979 & 1984) by the Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan Club.

In addition to his outstanding football career at Woodsfield, LaFollette enjoyed success in hoops and on the diamond.

He was a two-year starter in basketball and a double-digit scorer, earning Ali-PVC honors.

In baseball for the Redskins, LaFollette was four-year starter as a middle inficlder, initially as a second baseman then moving to shortstop for
Circosta. He batted over .400 as the team’s icadoff hitter as a senior.

LaFollette’s senior year was steeped in championships as Woodsficld captured PVC crowns in football, basketball and baseball that year, a feat
that no other school had ever accomplished.

Tim McCrate

Tim McCrate (Bamesville High School, Class of 1989). Be it in high school or on the Division I collegiate
level, McCrate was a champion,

For the Shamrocks, he was the OHSAA Class AA state champion int the 110-meter high hurdies in the sizzling
time of [4.18 He was also the Bellaire Relays kingpin (besting Wheeling Park great Anthony Reed) and also
the gold medalist in the OVAC championships.

As a junior, McCrate made his presence felt in the state meet. He was runner-up in the high hurdles and third
in the 300 hurdles. As a sophomore, McCrate placed fourth in the state high hurdles.

His great prep success earned McCrate a scholarship to The Ohio State University, where he again tasted
championship success.

As a Buckeye senior, McCrate captured the Big Ten 110-meter high hurdles outdoor crown. That coveted title
came on the heels of a second-place finish in the Big Ten indoor championships. :

His senior campaign was the icing on the cake of a sparkling Buckeye track carcer. McCrate placed in both &
Big Ten championship meets as a sophomore and junior. Tim McCrate

McCrate was no one-sport wonder. He also excelled on the gridiron for the Shamrocks on both sides of the ball,

He was a big-play wide rcceiver as well as defensive back, carning special mention All-Ohio honors as a senior as well as first-team All-Eastern
District laureis. He was a special mention All-Valley Big School honoree as well as honorable mention AHN-OVAC.
McCrate- currently the athletic director at Dover High Schoal - is also an enshrined in the Eastern District Cross Country & Track Hall of Fame.
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Shawn Straughn

Shawn Straughn (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1986). Straughn became a fixturc in the Bishops’
starting lineups in both football and basketball as a sophomore. He blossomed into a star in both sports during the
ensuing threc years.

On the gridiron, Straughn was a three-year regular at safety and a two-year starter at quarterback. He intercepted
six passes from his secondary post as a junior and five more as a senior, 2 scason in which he made 35 solo tackles
and assisted on 28 others.

Straughn was accorded first-team All-State and All-Valley honors at safety as a senior. He was a two-time first
team All-OVAC selection on the gridiron.

That same season, Straughn also cnjoyed a prolific campaign as the Bishops’ quarterback. He passed for more
than 1,000 yards while also rushing for seven touchdowns. He was also a superb punter.

Straughn was even more of a force in basketball, earning a starting spol at center as a sophomore.

The athletic post averaged 18.5 points and 11.7 rebounds for his carcer, and the Bishops posted an impressive
56-15 record during those three years.

As a junior, Straughn helped carry Donahue to a banner 23-3 mark en route to capturing the West Virginia Class Shawn Stra“ghn
A championship. He was named to the All-Tournament Team. During thal season, Straughn averaged 20 points and
11.3 rebounds a game and he was rewarded by being tabbed first-team All-Valley and sccond-team All-State.

As a senior, Straughn averaged 23.3 points and 14.1 rebounds a contest. Those numbers gained him first-team All-State honors while being named
captain of the All-Valley Small School squad. The multi-talented Bishop was also nominated for the prestigious McDonald’s All-American Team.

The two-time All-OVAC selection finished his prep carcer with 1,246 points.

Jessica Hines

Jessica Hines (Bamesville High Schoel, Class of 1998) - This former Shamrock was a scorer. A prolific scorer,
actually, during her prep days.

Hines torched opposing defenses for four years in Barnesville, accumulating a school-record 1,897 points. She
averaged 27.9 points a game as a senior and during her junior scason in which the Shamrocks advanced to the
Divisien I1I regional tournament, Hines pumped in 27 points a night and finished with 661 points for the season,
which is still the Barnesville record. She put forth a single-game high of 45 points against Buckeye Trail.

Hines did more than just score the ball, however. She also yanked down 502 career rebounds.

Hines’ production wasn't hotlow by any means. During her career, she and the Shamrocks posted a record of
61-28 and won the district championship in 1997.

Because of her lofty numbers and success, Hines carned a myriad of post-season accolades during her career.
She was named First Team All-Ohio as a junior and senior and was a finalist for Ohio’s Ms. Basketball award.

L On top of the state level accolades, she carned All-Eastern District, All-OVAC, All-District 12 and captained
Jessica Hines the All-Valley team multiple times. She was also the District 12 Player of the Year. She took part in the Ohio
North-South All-Star Game as well as the OVAC All-Star Game.

Hines wasn’t limited to the basketball court. She was a four-year letter winner on both the cross country and softball teams and as a senior the
Shamrocks won the Division II] state cross country title.

Hines attended Coffeyville Community Cotlege in Kansas after her high-school career concluded. She started for two scasons there before return-
ing to the Ohio Valley to play for Ohio University Eastern where she averaged 22.5 points and 4.8 assists a game. She helped guidc the Panthers
1o a conference championship when she scored 32 points in the title game.

This marks the second hall of fame for which Hines has been selected. She was inducted to the District 12 Hall of Fame in 2015.

Fred Ray

Fred Ray (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1999) -- Whether it was on the football field or the track, this |
Purple Rider put forth a prep career to remember.

In football, Ray was a two-year starter at quarterback and guided the Purpie Riders to one of their finest sea-
sons in 1998, which culminated with a 10-0 regular season, a No. 2 ranking in the Division IV Associated Press
Poll and the school’s first trip to the OHSAA playoffs.

Ray was an cffective runner and passer and his prowess earned him First Tearn All-Ohio, All-Eastern District, All-
OVAC and All-Valley. He was also the starting quarterback in 1997 and helped guide the Riders to an 8-2 record.

On the track, Ray excelled in the jumping events as well as in the sprints. He was an OVAC champion in the long
jump with a mark of 21-5 and as a junior he ran a key leg on the Purple Riders’ 4x100-meter relay tcam that finished
as All-Ohio by placing sixth in the Division Il state meet with a sizzling time of 43.87. As a scnior, he was a part
of the 400-meter relay team that set the MFHS school record at 43.20. Ray was also a standout in the high jump.

As a basketball player, Ray averaged 10 points and nine rebounds per game.

AfRer his prep career, Ray went to Ohio University to play football where he was a four-year player for the Bobcats. Fred Ray
He finished his career with 1,607 yards and 10 touchdown passing as well as 949 yards and 18 touchdowns rushing.

Ray played professionally for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the Indoor Football League and then played for the Huntington Hammers of the
Ultimate Indoor Football League, but eventuaily traded his uniform for a headset and became the team’s offensive coordinator.

Following that stint, he began a high school coaching carccr which has made stops at Fairview High School in Kentucky, Bidwell River Valley
in southern Ohio and he’s spent the last several seasons as the head coach at Bridgeport.
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Jennie Castle

Jennie Castle (Bamesville High School, Class of 2001) — This former Shamrock is one of the most decorated
middle-distance runners the Ohio Valiey has ever produced.

Castle got it donc, on the track, primarily in the §00-meter run where she won the 2001 state championship in
what was then a state-record timic of 2:12.05,

Prior to arriving at the statc mect, as a senior, Castle had put together a resume that was basically sccond to none.
She won four consecutive regional championships in the 800 and had placed three times in the state meet at the
distance. She was fifth as a freshman and sophomeore before winning the bronzc as a junior,

In total, Castle was a six-time Al-Ohioan on the track. She was also part of two 4x800 teams that scored in the state.

She won [0 Eastern District titles and a like number of OVAC championships. At the conference meet, to help the
tcam to score more points, Castle was also asked to demonstrate her versatility. That's proven by the fact that when
she graduated she held a conference record in six cvents.

While Castle excetled in the middle distance on the track, she also certainly had the ability to run long distance as Jenme Castle
she demonstrated during the fali for the Shamrocks' cross country team.

Castlc was an All-Ohioan as a freshman in cross country, placing cighth. She was the first Shamrock finisher at the 1997 Division 111 state meet
and led them to the team championship. She was the district champion in cross country as a sephomore and a four-time All-OVAC performer.

Along with the statc championship. the Shamrocks won four consccutive OVAC team titles during her cross country carcer.

Castle continued her track career at the University of Akron where she ran personal-best times of 2:06.91 and 4:23.26 in the 800 and 1500, respectively.
She was a Mid-American Conference Gutdoor champion in 2005 in the 1500 and qualified for the NCAA National Meel. She placed in the MAC
meet — either indoor or outdoor — six times and was second-team All-MAC four other times, She also eamed Academic All-MAC and All-American

accolades. Castle ran professionally for the Atlanta Track Club.
L J
Koel Davia_

¢ | Koef Davia (Union Local High School, Class of 2004)  This former Jet etched his name into Ohio wrestling
| history by pulling off one of the rarest feats possible.
| Davia had his hand raised after a state championship match three times. which has only been done by 68 other
grapplers in Buckeye State history.
During the 2002 season, Davia, who hadnt qualified for the state meet as a freshman, reached the champion-
ship match and earned his first gold in 59 seconds with a first-period pin,
Davia claimed the OVAC title in 2003 before embarking on his post-scason journey, which saw him arrive back in
| Columbus with a chance to defend his title. He did so with a 4-1 victory over Harrison Central’s Tony Carrothers,
As a senior, Davia was denied in the OVAC title match by OVAC Hall of Famer and eventual Division IT state
chanipion Adam Hoppel in onc of the best matches contested in conference tournament history.
However. Davia, competing in Division HI in the postseason, didn’t dwell on that match. He capped his bril-
Koel Davia liant career with a 4-2 viclory in the state final and put the finishing touches on a 49-2 season.
Davia finished his prep carcer with an impressive 167-27 carcer record, which at the time of his graduation was
the eighth most in Ohio history. Of his total victories, an astounding 101 came via the pin. which at the time was
the cighth most in Ohio history. Davia was named the 2004 Eastern Distriet and Ohio OVAC Wrestler of the Year.
Afier being ranked the 99th-best recruit in America, Davia continued his wrestting career at Division [ E:dinboro University. He competed there for two scasons.
Along with his work on the wrestling mat, Davia was a4 multi-year letterman in football as a lincman.
He was also a standout in the throwing circles for the Jets” track team. He had owned the school discus record until it was broken in 2022.

Justin Fox

Justin Fox (Magnolia High School, Class of 2011} It didn’t matter if it was on the football or bascball field,
this former Biue Eagle just got it done with regularity.

Fox 1s the winningest quarterback in West Virginia and Ohio Valley history and earned upwards of 18 post-season
accolades in football and baseball combined.

In football, Fox played a myriad of positions. but it was at quarterback where he made his presence felt the most.
Buring his scnior scason, he led the Blue Eagles to their first state championship since 1964 with a perfect 14-0
record and captured the Kennedy Award as the state of West Virgima’s premicer prep player.

As a senior, Fox completed 149 of 231 passes for 2,474 yards and 29 touchdowns, Ile ran for nine additional
touchdowns and kicked an astounding 71 PATs. [{e broke the school record for career passing yards.

He earned First Team All-State in each of his final three years of high school at three different positons. He was
honored as a quarterback as a senior, defensive back as a junior and punter as a sophomore. He was thrice named .
to the AlI-OVAC squad as well as All-Valley Big School and was named the Ohio Valley HS Footbail Player of Justin Fox
the Year by WTOV-9.

On the basehall ficld, Fox earned All-State First Team twice, including the captain of the Class AA team as a
pitcher. He was also listed as a pitcher after his junior season and as a utility player foliowing his sophomore campaign. [le was named All-OVAC
three times as well as All-Valley, He guided the Blue kagles to the OVAC Class 3A title in 2009.

It was bascball that Fox pursucd at the collegiate level. He opted to continue his career al West Virginia University where he started 92 games in his Mountaineer
carcer and appearcd in 131. He ranked third on the team, as a senior, with a 273 batting average. He camned four letiers during his time in Morgantown.

Fox had a brief professional carcer. playing twao vears in the Frontier League with Washington, Pa. and Rockford. II1.
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Max Noga .

Max Nogay (Madonna High School. Class of 2010) — It didn"t matter what or where this former Biue Don
standout played, he did a lot of winning.

Nogay is one of the rare athletes who won multiple team and individual state championships during his prep
career as he earned multiple letters and accolades in football, wrestling and baseball.

In football, Nogay played quarterback for the Blue Dons and led the team to a 21-0 record in that stretch, includ-
ing a perfect 14-0 scason in 2009 which was capped with a Class A state championship. He passed and ran for
more than 1,000 yards in that season.

For his efforts, Nogay was named First Tecam All-State as a defensive back and was named captain of the unit. He
was second-team All-State as a junior and honorable mention following his sophomore season. He was also named
All-OVAC and All-Valley twice. After his senior scason. he was named a prep All-American by MaxPreps.

That football season sct the tone for the wrestling season where Nogay became Madonna's first OVAC Champion
at 171 pounds that season. He followed that up by claiming his second state championship. He won the 160-pound "
title as a junior. He was a four-time state placer and was also named the OVAC/West Virginia Wrestler of the Year. Max Nogay

A pitcher and shortstop, Nogay was just as impressive on the baseball diamend. He led the Blue Dons to their first
state title in 2010, which followed up their first appearance in the state tournament a scason prior. Three times,

Nogay was named First Team All-State as an inficlder and twice was a captain. He was named All-OVAC three times and twice All-Valley.

Despite his football and wrestling prowess, it was baseball and the chance to play at West Virginia that won out for Nogay. He matriculated to
Morgantown and letiered three times as a catcher and designated hitter. He started 52 games and hit five career home runs, including a grand
slam. ile also posted a .991 fielding percentage in 2012, commilling nary an error in 156 chances. He earned both All-Big Easl and All-Big 12
accolades for his work in the classroom.

He is currently an assistant United States Attorney for the Northern District of West Virginia and is Environmental Justice Coordinator in Wheel-
ing.

The OVAC
Hall of Fame Committee
congratulates

Todd Fullerton

as the Denny Magruder Distinguished Service Award recipient for 2023

Todd Fullerton has dedicated his life to the health and well-being of countless local individuals, and for his involvement with
athletics and the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, he has been named the 2023 recipient of the Denny Magruder Distinguished
Scrvice award by the OVAC Hall of Fame Comimittee,

A 1971 graduate of Martins Ferry High School, he started his career as a student athletic trainer under the late Art “Bud”
Simpson. He continued his education as a student trainer at ‘The Ohio State University where he earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in 1973, spending summers working for the Pittsburg Pirates organization in Bradenton, Florida.

He then attended the University of Arizona and obtained a Master’s Degree in Sports Medicine and Athletic Training and
became head athletic trainer for the Association of Tennis Professionals — the top 200 tennis pros in the world — from 1977-79,

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 1984 and worked at Wheeling Hospital in Cardiac Rehabilitation and Physical Therapy
and this is where he began his involvement with the Chio Valley Athletic Conference, providing care to athletes, coaches and
officials at the OVAC Wrestling Toumnament. He also served many years as Athletic Trainer for both West Virginia and Ohie squads participating in
the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game.

In 1993. he returned to school ar West Virginia Northern Community College for nursing and worked in various capacities at Whecling Hospital.
Ohio Valley Medical Center and East Ohio Regional Hospital, including critical care, cmergency/trauma, endovascular and wound carc. He was an
instructor in Health and Physical Education as well as Allied Health Scicnces at West Virginia Northern Community College from 1977-2010: was a
registered nurse al Med Express in Elm Grove from 2012-2018; and returned lo OVMC in 2018 as the American Heart Association Training Center
Coordinator.

Throughowt his carcer in sports medicine, nursing and education, Fullerton — who resides in Glen Dale (WV} — continued to help coordinate and
provide medical coverage for the football and wrestling events as well as other OVAC contests.

Past winners of the award:

Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), Carpenters Local #3
of Wheeling (2012), Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), WesBanco Maintenance
Staff (2014), Ohio University Eastern (2015), Oglebay Park/Wheeling
Park Commission (2016); Mickey Duffy (2017); Ron Miller (2018); Dave
Schafer (2019); Ohio County Schools (2021); Brooke County Schools (2022)




.: LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2023

Rich Mike Jedd Cyril Jim
Braham DeVol Gyorko Letzelter Presley

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Rich Braham (University High School. Class of 1989). He was a Hawks® footbait and basketball standout who was honored in the first class of UHS Hall of Fame
selections.

in football, the 6-foot-4, 235-pounder was selecied first team Class AA All-State defensive lineman as a senior afier a second team junior honor at offensive end. He later
was named MVP of the annual W.Va. North-South All-Star Game.

In basketball. he was a two-time Class AA second team All-State selection.

A walk-on who eamed a West Virginia U. scholarship, he was named team MVP and earned All-America recognition on Kodak, UPI and Associated Press teams after
helping WVU 1o its second unbeaten (11-0) regular season in school history. The All-Big East selection made 37 starts from 1990-93 including every game as a senior captain.

He was inducted into the WV U Sports Hall of Fame in 2007.

Picked in the third round of the 1994 NFL Draft by the Arizona Cardinals before trade that season to the Cincinnati Bengals. he played 13 seasons (146 games, including
142 starts) with the last 98 starts at center after earty carcer at [eft guard. Injuries forced his retirement.

Mike DeVol (Caldwell High School, Class of 1967). He served as a head foothall coach for 38 years at four schools including three curent VAC members, The
Glenville State graduate had an overall coaching record of 267-125-2 including 155-77-2 in two stints at Caldwell from 1974-93 and 2008-10. He coached cight seasons at
Warren Local. five years at Parkersburg South and ended with two seasons (2018-19) at Belpre.

His teams made eight post-season appearances including five W.Va. Class AAA berths for Parkersburg South, including a 2003 state title and 2002 state runncr-up plus
three post-scason berths at Caldwell in Ohio Division V/VI. His 2003 South team went 13-1 with a 26-20 state championship win over Martinsburg. The 2002 South state
runner-up team went 12-2.

A multiple Eastern District Coach of the Year, DeVo! earlier was inducted into three Halls of Fame — the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. Parkersburg South Football
Hall of Fame and Caldwell Athletic Hall of Fame.

Jedd Gyorke (University High School, Class of 2007), He was a six-time Hawk all-stater in baseball and basketball who camed 10 All-America bascball honors at West
Virginia U. before playing eight major league seasons.

A three-sport prep standout who was inducted in the charter UHS Hall of Fame class of 2018, he was a quarterback-wide receiver in football, a shooting guard in basketball
and primarily a baseball shortstop. He also played four years of American Legion summer baseball and helped team win two state titles.

In baseball, he was All-Conference four ycars and a three-time Class AAA all-stater, twice first team plus second team as a sophomore infielder.

In basketball, the 5-foot- 0 guard eamed all-state three times--first team as senior, second team as junior and third team as sophomore, His point averages were 18.5, 17.3
and 19.0 per game and he set a school career record for 3-point goals.

AtWVU, he was a three-year baseball honorce including Big East Rookie of the Year and Second Team All-American while setting numecrous school records. In 2010, he
won the Brooks Wallace Award as NCAA Best Shortstop and was second round draft choice of the San Diego Padres afier his junior year. [n three years, he set school career
records for batting average (.404). doubles (73). exwra-base hits (113) and tied records for career home runs (35) and season home runs (19). He also set four season school
records.

After three minor league seasons, he played eight years (2013-20) in the majors. mostly as a third base starter for the Padres, St. Louis Cardinals, Los Angeles Dodgers and
Milwaukee Brewers, He batted .245 with 121 home runs and 370 RBL.

He served as manager of the minor league West Virginia Black Bears in 2021-22.

Cyril Letzelter (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1923). One of Ferry's most celebrated players in the early cra of Purple Rider football, he was regarded as the best
fullback in the Ohio Valley and also excelled as a defensive back and punter/placekicker.

During his junior season, he scored 102 of his team’s 138 points with 14 touchdowns, three field goals and nine conversions, Team captain as a senior. his all-star accolades
included captain of the All-Vailey and All-Eastern Ohio teams.

Leizelter went on to play football for former Ferry coach Earl Loucks at Camegie Tech. then 2 major program, and is the only Ohio Valley native selected to an All-Time
Team at the coliege now called Camegie-Mellon University. At Tech, he scored a TD vs. Notre Dame in 1926 at Forbes Ficld in Pittsburgh in a game regarded as one of the
all-time major college upsets. He earned All-America honors in 1928 from the Intemnational Board of Football Coaches during the cra of legendary coaches Knute Rockne
and Glenn (Pop) Warner,

He also played year for Army at West Point before an age cligibiity question was posed. He laler served as an assistant coach at Army until 1941,

Letzelter was inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.

Jim Presley (Brilliant High School, Class of 1960). A three-sport, four-year prep standout, the 6-foot-4, 225-pounder is the only Brilliant High athlete to eam first team
All-Ohio honors in both football and basketball.

In football, the scnior two-way end and fullback eamed first team Associated Press All-Ohio Class A as an offensive end, first team All-Ohio Valley *Small School™ as
an cnd; first team All-Eastern Ohio, and first Team All-Eastern District. He was also named Jaycees’ All-Ohio and Steubenviile area Athiete of the Year by the Herald-Star
newspaper. He was a two-time All-Eastern Ohio choice.

Presley helped Brilliant to a second straight 8-1 record season while scoring 15 TDs and 24 conversion runs (11 PAT receptions) for 114 points. He led the Ohio Valley in TD
receptions with a then OV record 13 and in reception yards (992) on 43 receptions, high numbers for that era. On defense. he returned a pass interception 100 yards for a TD.

In basketball, he was selected first team Associated Press All-Ohio Class A and first team All-Eastern District. As a juntor, he eamed honorable mention All-Ohio Class A.
He ended his carcer with a school record 1,564 points, including 540 as a senior, and set a single game mark with 46 points vs. Yorkville.

He atso competed as a weight man {shot put and discus} on the track tcam.

Presley was recruited by several colleges and signed with West Virginia U., where he competed as a regular end on the freshman team.




THE PURPLE RIDER BOOSTER CLUB
CONGRATUILATES

FRED RAY—OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE
CYRIL LETZELTER—OVAC ‘LEGEND’

TODD FULLERTON—MAGRUDER SERVICE AWARD

PURPLE RIDER
BOOSTER CLUB

PO. Box 395 « Martins Ferry, OH 43935

PLATINUM MEMBERS
Unified Bank

GOLD MEMBERS
Hanover Fuel Stop * Best Choice Pool Service
Total Sports Connection * Totterdale Bros. Supply Co. Inc.
Wilson Funeral Home * Carolina Furniture
Deluxe Toy & Novelty * Just Meds Pharmacy
Economy Auto Sales « American Flag Private Investigations
Martins Ferry American Legion Post 38
Martins Ferry Alumni Association * DeFelice Bros. Pizza
Hot Rod Tattooing & Body Piercing » All State-Linda Brown
A.D. Property Services + Nu 2 U Flea Market
Ultimate Signs & Graphics * Milhous Plantation
Ohio Valley Printing Company * The Village Network
Suzanne’s Fashion & Bridal, Prom & Tuxedo
Main Street Bank » EORH « Belmont Brewerks

Good Luck Riders!

from

Purple Rider Booster Club

Officers

Dave Maguire, President » Fred Beck, Vice President
Bobbie Jo Maguire, Treasurer * Jobhn Holmes, Secretary

Meeting every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Martins Ferry Rec Center




The Bridgeport €ducation Association
congratulates Kelly Rine on his
outstanding career ag Athletic Director for
the Red Devils. The Bulldogs appreciate
your selfless dedication to Okio Valley

sports and your lifeCong loyally to our .
. . %
% Bridgeport family.




Congratulations Koel Davia!

D&J

SALES AND SERVICEINC.

38175 Cadiz Piedmont Rd.
Cadiz, OH 43907

740-942-3099

www.djsalesandservice.com
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CONGRATULATIONS

COACH BOB DAWSON

2023 OVALC WITH LOVE, |

HHLL UF FHME Eileen, Tim, Bobby, [ | '
I ND U c T E E Shelly, Robby, Katie, (S LS
Kerrie, Bea & Nora l
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The Bridgeport Education Association
congratulates Coach Fred Ray on a great
career at that school up the river.

We are proud that you are now part of our
Bulldog family as a coach

€§ and an educaftor.
]




CONGRATULATIONS

kely Rine!

OVAC HALL OF FAME
2023 INDUCTEE

ON BEHALF OF THE SAINTS CLUB.

SAINTS CLUB . ideiyle

FOUNDED IN 1941 ALL

RED DEVIL
ATHLETES




The Brilliant Blue Devil Hall of Fame
members would like to congratulate
the Brilliant Blue Devils’ greatest athlete

‘Big Jim Presley’
(Class of 1960)

on his induction in the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference ‘Legends’ category
Aug. 12th, 2023

1st Team AII-Ste
Basketball

1st Team All-State
Football

Brilliant Blue Devil Hall of Fame
107 Steuben Street, Brilliant, OH, 43913




TULATTIONS HALL OF BAMER
mm

DON CASH m
CLASS O F 1 975 e IN OHIO AND WEST,VIRGINIA'

OFFICIATED 27.WVSSAC
' TOURNAMENTS, AND :
| ONE OHSAA STATE

' TOURNAMENT.

'HE IS/ 28 YEAR MEMBER OF
\THE OHIO VALLEY BOARD'S|
| EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.




CONGRATULATIONS

DICK REASBECK

ST. JOHN CENTRAL
&

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

THE ST. JOHN CENTRAL
BOOSTERS

ARE VERY PROUD
OF YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS!




FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST.. 4,
LEADERS IN THE WORLD.

Congratulations to a Blue Don
great, on and off the field!

MAX NOGAY

WEIRTON CONSTRUCTION CO.

STARVAGGI INDUSTRIES INC.
 READY MIXED CONCRETE » LIMESTONE » SAND & GRAVEL
_COMMERCIAL = RESIDENTIAL \ '

' SERVING WV OH PA
WWw.starvaggi.com

304-748-1400

FAX 304-797-5208 74
401 PENNSYLVANIA AVE &
WEIRTON, WV .

STARVAGGI




The Bridgeport Education Association
congratulates Don Cash,
a life-Cong Bulldog and dedicated
Board of Education member,
on an impressive officiating career.




Y  WEIR HIGH SCHOOL. ) ¢

IS PROUD TO SALUTE
2023 OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

MIKE TOMASOVICH 59 TED TOMASOVICH ‘64

SPONSORED BY THE
WEIR HIGH ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT




THE WHEELING CENTRAL CATHOLIC
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
CONGRATULATES
AL SALYADORI
PENN KURTZ
BOR ROBINSON
ON THEIR INDUCTION
INTO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2022

AL SALVYADORI
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THE BARNESVILLE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
AND BOOSTER CLUB
CONGRATULATE THESE SHAMROCKS
FOR THEIR INDUCTION
INTO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2023!

TIM JESSICA JENNIE

MCCRATE HINES CASTLE
BUIS CLASS OF 1989 DHS CLASS OF 1999 BHS CLASS OF 2001

BARNESVILLE
* SHAMROCKS




CONGRATULATIONS!

ST. CLAIRSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

KELLY RINE




THE FAMILY OF

CYRIL JOSEPH L.ETZELTER
(MARTIN'S FERRY CLASS OF 1923)

THANK THE OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE FOR THE
RECOGNITION OF HIS INDUCTION TO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CYRIL LETZELTER’S AMAZING FOOTBALL JOURNEY FROM THE OHIO
VALLEY TO SOME OF THE BIGGEST COLLEGE FOOTBALL GAMES OF HIS ERA:

ORDER THE BOOK ABOUT HIS LIFE:

DREAMING OF HEROES

AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK AND E-BOOK ON ALL MAJOR ONLINE BOOKSELLER WEBSITES




Congratulations to Max Nogay
on your induction into the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conierence Hall oi Fame!

1

*Class A State Football Champion - 2009

* MVP award in the state championship
game

*First Team All-State as a defensive back and
captain

*Second-team All-State as a junior and
Honorable Mention as a sophomore

*Two-time All-OVAC and All-Valley

* Madonna's first Wrestling OVAC

| Champion at 171 pounds

* OVAC West Virginia Wrestler of the
Year in 2010

*State Baseball Championship in 2010

*First Team All-State as an infielder
three times and two-time captain

*Earned All-OVAC three times and All-
valley twice

*Prep All-American by MaxPreps




CONGRATULATIONS
TO

® KOEL DAVIA

UNION LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2004
ON YOUR INDUCTION INTO THE OVAC
HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 202:

FROM
THE UNION LOCAL
BOARD OF EDUCATION
AND ADMINISTRATION
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Congratulations
From

Martins Ferry City Schools

Fred Ray—OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee

Cyril Letzelter—OVAC ‘Legend’

Todd Fullerton—Magruder Service Award

R e B

Todd Fullerton




Congratulations, Justin Fox!

*

/)

MAGNOLIA i
73/ EAGLES “%\\

Class of 2011

S

f
I

Magnolia Athletic Boosters

‘OGO EK SIGN

Vinyl Lettering, Logos, Signs and Banners

w
P.O. Box 252, 40670 Belmont—Bethesda Road, Belmont, Ohio 43718

740.484.1744

logoteksigns@gmail.com

Congratulations
Koel Davia




THE BRILLIANT LIONS CLUB
CONGRATULATES
JIM PRESLEY
BRILLIANT HIGH SCHOOL, CLASS OF 1960
FOR BEING SELECTED
AS A ‘LEGEND OF THE OVAC’

BRILLIANT
LIONS CLUB




THE 15-TIME OVAC
LADY IRISH BASKETBALL PROGRAM
CONGRATUIATES

DICK REASBECK
ON BECOMING AN
* OVAC HALL OF FAMER
WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

COACH BUBBA KAPRAL
COACH DR. JERRY LIBERATORE

- computer embr0|dery
_ Shirts ~- Hats ~- Jackets~-Special Orders -

- 740 -526-0352 -

Congratulations
Koel Davia




CITIZENS
NATIONAL
BANK

’ t Congratulations ’ l

Lance LaFollette

Woodsfield High School Class of 1979
OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2023

G

143 S. Main St., P.O. Box 230 102 Colonel Dr., P.O. Box 430
Woodsfield, OH 43793 Barnesville, OH 43713

(740) 472-1696 (740) 425-3870

27302 Fifth Ave., P.O. Box 230 209 Broadway St., P.O. Box 187
Sardis, OH, 43946 Quaker City, OH 43773

(740) 483-1351 (740) 679-3779

@ Member
EQUAL HOUSING FDI@

OPPORTUNITY




Bridgeport High School
Hall of Fame Inductees

Fred Ray ~ MFHS Alum
Football Coach

Your friends at Cityﬂd"vertise;s, Bridgeport, Ohio
Gordie Longshaw, Stephanie Mendelson
Dave Rose and Dave Taylor




Congratulations

Max Nogay

from
Your Co-Workers!

In addition to being a
great athlete on the field,
we are happy your next
‘field’ was the law!

United States Attorney’s Office
Northern District of West Virginia

_u

2023-2024 marks
the 81st year
of the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference!

The nation’s largest functional
high school athletic conference
salutes each and every Hall of
Famer and ‘Legend’ for their
role in creating the history of
the OVAC!

The Caldwell Athletic Department and Boosters
Congratulate

Coach Mike DeVol

‘Legend of the OVA(C’




CONGRATULATIONS
DON CASH, KELLY RINE & FRED RAY

ON YOUR INDUCTION
INTO THE OYAC HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2023

BRIDGEPORT ATHLETIC
BOOSTER CLUB




CONGRATULATIONS
OVAC HALL OF FAMERS
FROM

.....

BOOSTERS

E T 3

AL SALVADORI PENN KURTZ BOB ROBINSON

4V, N




CONGRATULATIONS

bow CASH ow YOUKR

OVAC HALL OF FAME
ineuctions

Thank you for the 41 years of
dedicated service officiating,
tmr’m’ny and memfo&fﬁl’/) n the

OVAC

From the Ohio Valley Board of
Basketball Officials




Madonna class llf 2010

g OVAC Hall of Fame Class 0i 2023 %




Congratulations
Justin!

We are So proud of you!

Megan, Jeff, Jill, Zach, Jennie, Kinley, Rhett and Neil




Lance LgFollette

Woodsfild kin ass of 1979

WoodsfTield Redskins
1t Team All Ohio
All OVAC
All Eastern District
PVC Lineman of the Year
1979 Ohio Valley Dapper Dan

West Liberty Hilltoppers
3 Time All WVC Honoree
1981 West Liberty MVP
1981 NAIA All American Honors
1984 Ohio Valley Dapper Dan
2002 West Liberty Hall of Fame

“We Are Proud of You”’
Monroe Central Sideliners




Congratulatlons

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2023

Larry
Michael
Sue Ellen
David
Mary Beth

—_— T —_—




'@ Congractulations %
Koel Davia

275-pound
3=-Time Ohio State Champion
OVAC champion

From your
very proud family

Love, Pad and your
number one fan
from heaven




CONGRATULATIONS HALL OF BANMER
FRON THE BRDEFRERT ALV ASSOSIATION

OVACINDUCGIEE

FRED RAY
CURRENT HEAD FOOTBALL COACH

FRED RAY HAS BEEN QUR
FOOTBALL COACH SINCE
2018,

HIS CURRENT RECORD IS 15
AND 34




On behalf of the Community of Warwood, the coaches,
teachers, teammates and classmates from Warwood High School
(1918-1976): Congratulations STEVE DOE
on your selection to the OVAC HALL OF FAME!

i .......

Viking Pride
1975-76 Warwood High School coaching staff and administration
here to honor Steve Doe’s OVAC HOF induction:
Mike Beatty—Head Football Coach/Athletic Director  Bill Donohew-—Assistant Coach Football/Wrestling
Tom Lash-—Assistant Coach Football Ron White— Assistant Coach Football/Head Track Coach
Ken Cover—Assistant Track Coach  Frank Blake—Principal  Jim Monderine-—Assistant Principal

The Union Local Athletic Department
Congratulates

* Koel Davia *
Union Local Class of 2004
on his induction

into the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2023




Congratulations
Fred! %

Congratulations
Union Local Jet

Koel Davia

From
Ruthie and Ernie Martin

LERS

P&LE" A Congratulations
N “4s Steve Doe!
V'\’ . We are so proud of all of

| & your achievements and
o el beyond grateful to have

you as a husband, father,

grandfather, son, and

brother. Congrats on

2 adding OVAC Hall of

= Fame to your career!

All- Time Best Dad!

ALL-CITy

We love you!

— The Doe Family




CONGRATULATIONS RHALL @F FAMIER

AR TTHIE ERPDEEP0RT ALURIND ASSOSToN

o

KELLY RINE
CLASS OF 1979

N 2019

PRESIDENT OF SECIAAA
EPRESENTATIVE TO THE
OtAAA BOARD OF CONTROL |
AND CO-CHAIRED THE
OIAAA STATE CONFERENCE
IN 1998. -

SOUTHEAST DISRICT
ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE YEAR IN 1998

INDUCTED INTO THE OIAAA.
HALL OF FAME AND '
AWARDED

| OVAC CAL GIFFIN TRACK &

FIELD SERVICE AWARD




Dan Abramowncz (Class of 2012)
Pete Abuls (Class of 2021)

Jamie Adams (Class of 2019)
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004)

Roger Alford (Class of 2017)
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013)

Zach Amedro (Class of 2016)
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012)
Ralph Anastasio (Class of 2021)
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009)
Sam Andy (Class of 2007)

Kim Augur {(Class of 2016)
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006)
Jodi Bates (Class of 2016)

Ashley Battle (Class of 2011)
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010)
Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel {Class of 2012)
Eddie Becker (Class of 2016)
Nick Bedway (Class of 2607)
Jami Bendle (Class of 2017)

Jack Berger (Class of 2018)
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010)
Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry (Class of 2015)
David Bertolino (Class of 2014)
Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Class of 2006)
Joe “JoJo’ Blaha (Class of 2021)
Stan Blankenship (Class of 2016)
Tom Bloom (Class of 2021)

Rick Boron (Class of 2011)

Stan Boroski (Class of 2014)
David Bosley (Class of 2009)
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014)
Jim Brown (Class of 2013)
Leekycia Brown (Class of 2021)
Less Browne (Class of 2010)

Bill Brubaker (Class of 2014)
Bob Bruney (Class of 2022)
Dave Bruney (Class of 2019)
Fred Bruney (Class of 2610)

Ed Burgy (Class of 2006)

Bob Burton (Class of 2005)

Dave Caldwell (Class of 2017)
Jim Capito (Class of 2022)
Burdell “Jimmy’ Carey (Class of 2012)
Shelly Carroll (Class of 2019)
Gene Cattane {Class of 2007)
Jay Circosta (Class of 2019)
Dave Cisar (Class of 2022)

Mark Cisar (Class of 2008)
Willie Clay (Class of 2011)

Don Clegg (Class of 2019)

Kim Clifford (Class of 2021)
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011)
Rick Coles (Class of 2014)

Zach Collaros (Class of 2018)
James Companien (Class of 2014)

OVAC Hall of Fame

Gallery of Previous Inductees

Marty Coyne (Class of 2009)

Mike Coyne (Class 02022)

Scott Coyne (Class of 2019)

John Craig (Class of 2008)

Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013)
Jim Crosier (Class of 2019)

Andy Cross (Class of 2016)

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008)

Chet Daniels (Class of 2019)
Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (Class of 2609)
Bill Davies (Class of 2010)

Dee Davis (Class of 2005)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007)

Nate Davis (Class of 2017)

Georgia Dawson (Class of 2018)
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009)
Larry Deaton (Class of 2021)

C.R. ‘Dick’ Dei (Class of 2011)
George Deiderich (Class of 2019)
Dave Delande (Class of 2016)

Rick DeL uca (Class of 2010)
TFerry Depew (Class of 2022)
Edmund DiBacco (Class of 2022)
Bob DiStefano (Class of 2019)
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011)
Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Class of 2012)
Doug Donley (Class of 2004)
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004)
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008)

Dr. Dan Doyle (Class of 2019)
Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014)
Larry Duck (Class of 2010)

D.J. Duke (Class of 2022)

Clyde Eads (Class of 2015)
Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (Class of 2009)
Amber Ellison {(Class of 2012)
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013)
Tyler Engle (Class of 2019)

Chris Enochs (Class of 2007)

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Class of 2005)
David “Ty’ Fleming (Class of 2015)
Don Fleming (Class of 2007)

Carl Fodor (Class of 2021)

Darin Ford (Class of 2022)

Gene Ford (Class of 2009)

Geno Ford (Class of 2004)

Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2004)

Tom Franckhauser (Class of 2017)
Bob Gain (Class of 2006)

Joey Galloway (Class of 2005)
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004)

Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005)

Rich ‘Hoot’ Gibson (Class of 2013)
Cal Giffin (Class of 2606)

Roy *Al’ Glitch (Class of 2019)

Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (Class of 2013)
Bill Gompers (Class of 2017)
Pete Gongola {Class of 2019)
Gordon Gordon (Class of 2014)
Chester Grossi {(Class of 2005)
Alex Groza (Class of 2005)

Mike Gulan (Class of 2019)

Earl Haberfield (Class of 2018)
Neil Habig (Class of 2816)
Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Class of 2006)
John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (Class of 2010)
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010)
Jay Handlan (Class of 2016)
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009)
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004)
T.J. Hannig (Class of 2011)
Jefl Harrison (Class of 2017)
John Havlicek (Class of 2004)
Lori Heady (Class of 2002)
Henry ‘Hen’ Healy (Class of 2022)
William ‘Catfish’ Hearst (Class of 2017)
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008)
Art Hehr (Class of 2012}

Walter Heil (Class of 2005)

Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007)
Brittany Hocker (Class of 2015)
Roger Holdinsky (Class of 2022)
Paul Hoover (Class of 2015)
Adam Hoppel (Class of 2108)
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004)
John Howell (Class of 2013)
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005)
Doug Huff (Class of 2005)

Bob Hummell (Class of 2006)
Karrie Hutchins (Class of 2014)
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2007)
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014)
Alan Jack (Class of 2014)

Leon Jenkins {Class of 2019

Bob Jeter (Class of 2011)

Tony Jeter (Class of 2021)

Bill Jobke (Class of 2009)

Daryl ‘Boogie’ Johnson (2021)
Rod Johnson (Class of 2015)
Chris Jones (Class of 2017)
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010)
Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph (Class of 2017)
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007)
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012)
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015)
Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral (2021)
Tom Keane (Class of 2008)
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009)
George Kellas (Class of 2015)
Jim Kerr (Class of 2014)
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Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012)

Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008)
John Kirker (Class of 2011)

Steve Kish Jr. (Class of 2018)

Bob Koch (Class of 2016)

George Kovalick (Class of 2004)
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008)

Bob Kelley (Class of 2007)

Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008)

Earl Klevins (Class of 2007)

Gene ‘Beef” Lamone (Class of 2015)
Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Class of 2009)
Terry Leggett (Class of 2017)

Ron Lee (Class of 2018)

John Leon (Class of 2007)

Dave Linn (Class of 2016)

Larry Marmie (Class of 2013)
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015)
Scot Maffe (Class of 2017)

Joe Maroon (Class of 2012)

Edgar Martin (Class of 2011)
Gary ‘Tony’ Marvin (2022)

Teddi Jo Maslowski (Class of 2022)
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006}

Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004)

Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007)
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011)
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013)

Curtis McGee (Class 2022)

Eric McGee (Class of 2018)

Don ‘Kip® McLane (2021)

Mike McLeod (Class of 2015)
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005)

Craig Miller (Class of 2011)

Dick Miller (Class of 2005)

Pat Miller (Class of 2011)

Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009)
Bob Mentgomery Class of 2018)
Harry “Moo” Moore (Class of 2013)
James ‘Junior’ Moere (Class of 2014)
Stephanie Morgan (Class of 2022)
Jimmy Mountain (Class of 2016)
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009)

Nick Mumley (Class of 2008)
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004)
Rob Munn {Class of 2016)

A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004)
Linda Myers (Class of 2015)

Jerry Narcisi (Class of 2021)

Rick Nau (Class of 2015)

Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006)

John Nese (Class of 2016)

Joe Niekro (Class of 2010)

Phil Niekro (Class of 2006)

= OVAC Hall of Fame 3

Gallery of Previous Inductees

Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013)
Scott Nolte (Class of 2021)

Don Osby (Class of 2018)

Mike Palmer (Class of 2021)

Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009)

Ed Pastilong (Class of 2015)
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006)

Jeff Patterson (Class of 2019)
Natalie Perzanowski {Class of 2021)
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004)
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008)
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008)
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011)
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013)
Bob Plotz (Class of 2018)

Cal Pokas (Class of 2004)

Jim Potts (Class of 2014)
Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Class of 2004)
Duane Powell (Class of 2015)
Matt Powell (Class of 2016)
Peri Powell (Class of 2013)
Jack Prettyman (Class of 2014)
Robert Pritchard (Class of 2018)
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006)
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004)
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of 2013)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007)
John Reger (Class of 2007)
Evan Reese (Class of 2004)
Gary Repella (Class of 2017)

Liz Repella (Class of 2019)

Paul Rickards (Class of 2014)
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008)

Bob Roe (Class of 2014)

Blaine Rese (Class of 2013)
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010)

April Retilio (Class of 2017)
Geno Sessi (Class of 2018)

Larry Shaw {Class of 2011)
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005)
Kelly Shields (Class of 2018)
Ron Sismonde (Class of 2019)
John Simonson (Class of 2018)
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006)
Mike Smith (Class of 2014)

Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006)
Mike Snively (Class of 2017)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)
Courtney Snyder (Class of 2022)
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009)
Roger Sowers (Class of 2017)
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004)
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012)
Chris Starr (Class of 2012)

»
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Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 2013)
Dan Stephens (Class of 2014)
John Stephenson (Class of 2010)
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008)
Ross Stoltz (Class of 2017)
George Strager (Class of 2005)
Seth Staskey (Class of 2022)

Ron Stephens (Class of 2018)
Richard Summers (Class of 2022)
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010)
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 24(6)
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012)
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010)
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015)
Brian Swisher (Ciass of 2005)
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015)
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013)

Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015)

Bill Tonini (Class of 2012)

Bill Thomas (Class of 2008)

Jim Thomas (Class of 20013)
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009)
Richard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (Class of 2011)
Dick Tomlinson (Class of 2017)
Bill Tucker (Class of 2018)

Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 2015)
Agnes Timmeons (Class of 2005)
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004)
Dr. Dianna Vargo (2022)

Ken Vargo (Class of 2013)

Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016)
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011)
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012)
Keith Vrotsos (Class of 2018)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)
Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Class of 2010)
Josh Watson (Class of 2021)

Alex Welker (Class of 2012)

Dr. William ‘Bill* Welker (2021)
Billy West (Class of 2006)

Tom West (Class of 2016)

Ben Wiley (Class of 2016)

Rich Wilinski (Class of 2021)
Denver Williams (Class of 2012)
Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (Class of 2004)
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006)
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011)
Otis Winston (Class of 2009)

Jim Wood (Class of 2016)

Jeff Woofter (Class of 2022)

Jim Woofter (Class of 2016)

Ron White (Class of 2018)

Mike Wright (Class of 2010)
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008)
Don Zinni (Class of 2013)

o




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC Family”)

Samuel A. Mumiey (Benwood Union FHigh Schael) served two lerms — covenng a
Iolat of 32 years — as excculive secrelary of the Oho Valley Athleue Conlerence.
Dunng the sceond term which lasted untl his death in 1999, Mumlcy helped resurieet
(he b-state league from the brink of bankrupley 1o ils current standing us one of the great
kigh school cenlerenees in Lhe cnlure country. .

Some of the many hughlights (rom s stowardstup included: Helping 1o establish the
OVAC Foundzuon as a major (und-raising arm for the conference;, Secunng NCAA
cerulication for the Rudy Mumlcy OVAC Chany All-Siar Fooiball Classic, Aliracung
major Financial sponsors 1o suppon all of the OVAC programs, including the Banques of
Champions, an awards dinner that honors more than 1.000 athlewes cach spring and
provides more than $20,000 arnually in scholarships; Establishing the all-siar baskeiball game which was [awr
renamed as the Samuel A, Mumley OVAC A-Star Basketball Classic.

Mumley’s response lo.a call of duty wenl beyond the OVAC as he was one of the founders ol the Wheehng
Super Six Commiltec, which has hosted the West Virginia stale championstep [oolhall games ai Wheeling
Islamt Stadium vinee 1994, He afso helped secure the West Virginia stale soucer chumpionships lor the iy,
Five yeurs afler his death, the (ruition of another enc «f his dreams occurred when an arificial grass plaving
surface was installed at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Although awards were never important te Mumley, he was the recipient of sumerous Rorors, The major
awards presented 10 him included: The Nauonal Federaton of OfTicials Or ding Serviee Award: Dapper
Dan Man of the year; O¥A C Man of the Year; and Oulstanding West Virginian, .

He was a basketball official for 23 ycars, an assistant couch, athictc trainer and athleue direclor & several
area schools, including Cameron. The Linsly Sehool and S1. Clarsville. He was also a trainer al his college
alma mater, the Uraversily of Maryland, along with the Washinglon Rodskins and Philadeiphia Eagles.
Mumley served oe the stale of Ohio Board of Iquity, was a member of the St Clairsville Board of Education
and a speciat liaison for the Mental Retardation Board and School of Hope.

George Kovalick ovac Family’)

George E. Kovaliok (Bnd&cron High School), recognised as the “father™ of hugh
school wresding in the Ohio Valley. Kovalick proviously has been honored with - meim-
Bership an Aumerous. halls of fame, ineluding those ul Kent Stale Unwcmw: the Qo
Valley Football Coackes Associalion; Urircr Ohio Valiey Daﬁ Club: Wesl Liberly
Stak College. Ohiw Athlets Dirgeiers and the Olvo Witsthng Hall of Fame. .

Kovalick was sclected as the first rc:rlslcm (1976) of the prcs:ﬁiaus OVAC Wreslling
Commitices presigious “Mr Mal Award,” an honor given annually (o an inhvidual for
outsLanding contnbuuons 10 the sport of wrestin

Kovahck directed championship teams in football, bascball and wresthing at both the
mikreollegaie and irerscholasuc levels dunng an chormowsly-successiul 28-year
coaching career.

Ameng the athictes he tutored in high school or college were all-ume Ohio Valley greats Joha Havlicck,
Phit and Joe Nickro. and Bobby Douglas. In baseball. Kovalick eoached the Hl”luT 1 the 1964 NATA
baschall championship. the only national title ever capwred by the school. He also had West Virginia
Tnicreoliegiale Athleic Conference championship tcams at West Liberty in football, wresiling and baseball

Kovaliek not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, bul lus Bndgepor

rapplers won the first sever conference chammonships. In 1959, Kovalick’s Bulldogs made his by
ming e (st school vutade the Cleveland arta since 1942 10 wan an Chio stale wresthng utls sinee 942
10 win an Ohio state wreslling utle since. He coached six individual slaie champrons.

Kunalickds uther OVAC coaching stops were al Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973
‘Weir High (ootball cam was a stale rurncr-up, losimg w East Bank in the Class AAA stawe final. He retired
from coaching in |978 bul then scrved as athleue durector at Bellaire until the ume of his death in 1984

He was QVAC Bascball Direcior (or many yvears and also direcied the conference's mal championship
cvenl.

Along with his great ceachuing knowledge, Kovalick was #lso recognizcd as o marvelous compellor,
metculaus arganizer and a man with an enomous eapaely Jor work.

Bill Van Horne (Media)

Rill Van Horne (Manins Ferry High School). was the dean of Ohio Valley sports-
wrilers dunng a legendary newspaper carcer thal sf i 53 years.

Van Home was spoits cditor of The Vimes Leader for 25 years and Lhe Wheeling
News-Register [or 28 years, dunng which time he was recognized by his poers as the
st mformanonal and influenbial wriler ia Oino Valley history.

Elis work with lhe OVAC over the years was. csgecmlly instrumental in the success
of the wreslling, lrack and ficld and cross-couniry. Yan Home was the scoond | é:_lcm
of wresthng’s r Mal” Award in 1977 and b also reeeived the Calvin Giffin
Memonal ward.

His columns, *Van Home on Sports,” were masterpiece chronicles of the lives of
others. A giant in his licld and a rofe model for aspiring wrilers, Van Home was admired
and respected for his inicgnly, dedication. lairmess. knowledge and compassion.

Van Home's coverege and support (or cvenls like the Wheeling Disiance Race (now The Ogden
Newspapers 20K Clasag), the West E?rginia Tennjs Open and the (now defuncl) Wheeling LPGA Classic
nclped those events reach prominenee in our area, His lm:kingra!so was 2 lactor in the popularily cnl:)ycd by
the Wheeling Ironmen, Wheeling Blues and Wheeling Thunderbirds (now the Wheeling Nailers),
professional foolball, basketball and hockes tcams,

Numerous awards and honors were bestowed on van Homne. The Ug:u:r Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
named him Man of the Year in 1993 he was sclecied as the West Virginia Sportswnicrof the Year three umes.
recaived Lhe Gene Morchouse Mcemoaal Awand for contibulions in sportswrlng throgghout the Mounlatn
Suale, and be was inducied inkr numerous halls of fame. Amoeng thase were the Wheeling Hall of Fame, the
Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame, Ohie Bascball Hall of Fame, Minor Leaguc Pro Foolball Hall of
Fame and the Wheeling-Oglebay Tenmis Club Hall of Fame. He scrved as president of the West Virgima
Sports Wnlors Associalon and was a member of the [Football Writers of Amenca. Bill was Lhe [irst spors-
wniter lrom West Virginia 5o be clecled lo the Football Wriers Board of Direclors. He also served as saie
charrman for the Hesman Trophy selection commiliee.

Cal Pokas (Mecdia)

Cal Pakas (Bellare High School) was another giant in the sports weiting ?ml’m;lun who
cul hus e3¢ weth under Bill Van Home and developed into one of the anca’s tnie acwspat-
per greals 1 s own nght.

kas, who died 1n 2000, was employed for 40 yoars & The Times Leader, including
29 memorable years for Qo Valley sporzs fans as tfie spons cditor, He also was assistant
sports cditor, a courthouse and pohilical reposter and Marting Ferry Cily Edilor. Even after
his retiremeat, Cal conlinued to conlribule Wy hus ncw-;purcy‘s sports pages with his weeks
¥ "Eve on the Bucks” column abaul Ohio Suxie fonball. Pokas also personally saw o i1
that many of the so-callod manor sports such s cross-countny, track and doltevball,
received their share of coverage in his ncwsglpcr.

Pokas was decply intcresied in the OVAC throughout his carccr and he devolod much -
of his sparc ume 10 serving on commitices (or the Rudy Mumlcy Chan};) Fooball All-Star Classic, along with
compiling standings for the foolball and baskeiball championsh:p races. He also served on a media relations com-
e for the bi-staie league. .

Pokas had 4 lcrm as president of the Ohio Prep Sports Wilers A and was cx of the Ohio
Valley Baseball Leaguc for 23 vears. Elis imerests in the community went ba"(;:d 1he world of spons os Pokas
served on an advisory board [or the Salvation Army; was Belmont County Chairman of the Multipic Sclerosis
Association; und [illed a seat on the Martins Ferry Cuvil Service Commission for 32 vears unlil his death

Pokas' honors were numcrous. Tn 1960 he was presemied a Communily Serviee Award by Linited Press
Intcrnational. The Ofuo Prep S| Wrilcrs Association named him §| Wrilcr of Lhe Year in 1976 and he was
nen a Distinguishod Service Award from the Ghie Associaton of Track and Ficld and Cross Couniry Coaches.

Cal was seleeled 1o the Ohio Prep Sports Wnilers Hall of Fame apd the TP SXMS Edilors Associanon Hall
of Fame. He also recowved service awards [rom the Ohio Valley Golf Coaches Association, the OVAC: Olio
Valley tootbali Coaches Associauon; Ohia Baseball Hall of Famie; and he was hanored (o be prescnled the first
Sportsmanship Ethics and {nicerity Award for the Eustern Distnet from the OINSAA. Pokas was a “Mr. Mal™
award honoree al the OVAC Wresiting Toumament, n]on&,mlh being selecled (or Bellaire High School’s Wall
of Fame. He was named & the Honoruny Referes [or the Wheeling Park Track Classic because of coninbutions
1o Chiv Valley youth.

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Coaches)

Richard L. “Dick* Paits limshed his carcer as the Ohio Valley 's all-ume winningest
baskelball coach wath 589 carcer vicloncs.

Indueted 1o the Ohie High School Hall of Fume in (1983 by the Ohio High School
Basketba/l Coaches Association, Pots coached a Lol of 40 scasons. all of which where
speat in Monroe County. He began in 1931 au Bewtrel High School, [hs 1957
Blackhawks came out of the Monroe County huls al loumament Ume and advanced all
the way ¢ the Ohio Class A statc [inals where they lost by a single point. AL the Lime
the sehool had just 13 bovs in grades ning through 12 and ull but ore of the mate stu-
denls was on the baskelbal! wam

[n seven years al Bethel, his tcams won more than 20 games five times, including the 27-2 miracle team
that played in the stale wumarmenl.

When the school was wken into the Skyvue consolidation afier the *58 campaugn, Poils was ramed coach
of the Golden FHawks where he spent [our vears belore moving on 1o Rever High in 1963, He remained at the
Prlots’ helm through the 1991 season.

The former FHanmbal High Schoot athleie was named 1n 1981 as the rociprent of the prestigtous Ohun Paul
Walker Award, given in memory ol Jerry Lucas’ high school coach at Middiclown, Qe Walker was the
Buckeye Sule's all-ume winningest coach.

The navy veleran, Potts was the [irst QVAC coach o reach the 500-win plateau in baskelball, reaching that
godl with a win over Monroe County rival Woodslicld in 1963

Considered & master stralegisi and reacher of (ke game, Potts may have been at hus best dunng cnlical
silualions in posi-scason play. His teams won scven overlime loumamenl games. meluding a ning-OT win
achieved by River agmnst Morgan in Class AA secuonal play,

Jim Foti (Coaches)

Jim Foti was & baskctball coach for 3% ycars and a hcad football mentor for 20
seasons, He almady has been indueted into the City of Wheeling. West Vinginia Sports
Wrilers Associauen Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Caroll Umiversily's
Halls of Fume,

Fol, a native of Jamesiown, N.Y., came (o the area in (942 alter having couched at
Enic (Pa) Prep. He couched basketball at Warwood, Wheeling Centrul Catholic and
Bellare, Overall, Foli posted 466 varsily baskelball victories, all but 26 coming al
OVAC schools. He coached Warwond High Lo seven West Vll‘ﬁiﬂia regional chamm-
onships and hus 1967 Viking squad won Lhe staic tidle. [n 1976, his {inal year as a head
coach and the last season before the Ohie County comsohidauon, Fou's Vikings
advaneed W the stale umament semifinals before being eliminated. The 1975 wam played in the stale
ciaun“plun-;hi gcz:imc. He had live W.Va. Calholic uile-winning leams al Wheeling Central and guided hus
Suads 10 OVAC championships in three divisians, _

[n 1943, Foli had a 24-3 record 1cam al Central, which lost by a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic
championships held al Newport, R.L

Fou’s [ootball coac!nngl carcer produced another 124 victones, including a 90-106-3 record al Warwood.
where Lhe Class AA school was saddled wilh]pla)-ing one of the most competiuve schedules in the area. His
1943 Whechng Central football wcam went 9-1 and gained 4 Steel Bow| berth, where it lost a 20-19 thriller
Rochesler, Pa., at Steubemalle,

Fou also coached semi-professional basketbal | for two years as he direcled the Wheeling Puntans in 1947
and ‘48,

Fou coached several outstanding athlelcs dunng s distinguished carcer. Among the Central siandouls
were James "Dubxe” Dailer and Billy Gompers. bolh of whom went on o play ai Nolre Dame, Jack
MeConvUlle, Alabama; Peie Schucte, ﬁuquﬁmc. and Paul Schuetz, Northweslern. AU Warw oud he had a role
in the development of Chuck Howley, former WYL and Dallas Cowbaoys’ preai; Bob Dunleyvy (WVL), and
Baskeibal! standouls Bob Ayers (VMI, Bl Kepnedy (Ansona Staie) and Greg Chunch (Army).

Evan Reese (onicials)

Evan Reese (Follunsbee High School) served as an arca high school and collcge
arbiser for more than 5¢ years, He also olTictated football v ihe Canucian League, the
United Football League and the West Virginia Intercollegiaie Athletic Conference.

Reese was OVAC Commussionet for both faolball and baskeiball ofTicials and he
was president of the West Virginia Iniercallegiae Athleue Conference (WVIAC)
officials in both sports. He worked numerous stale and confercnee lournament cham
pionship evenis throwghout his long and stened career,

Reese also was 2 member of the West Virginia Sccondary Schools Acliviues
Commission Advisory Board and he was secretany of the Eastern Distnict Board of
Fooiball and Basketball OMicials. For many years, he was on 1he basketball rules commuiltee in Ihe Easiem
District

Today's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan as somcone who had a remendous nflucnce on up-and
coming referees.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

A. Wilson Murray (official

A, Wilson Murray (Wheeling High School) officiated high school baskethall, foot-
ball, bascball and track for 3¢ ycars, [rom 1946 through 1975. He aciually began bus
afficiatung career i 1942, the vear after he graduated from Wheeling High School.
Murray entered the serviee in 1942 and did not retemm home unnl the aller World War
11 had ended.

He worked numerous seetional. distnel, regictal and Nnals i Ohio, West Virgmia
and Pennsylvama. He also officaled basketball for 12 vears m the Mid-Amencan
Conlerence and the West Virgint Intereollegisie Athlcue Conlerence. Murmay was u
referee 1 the old Lmited Foolball League in Lhe days of the Wheeling lronmen
pralcssional football 1cam.

FHe served an the OVALC Executive Board and served for 10 years as the commissioner of the b-stale
league's basketball officials. He later was appoinied the OVAC's commissioner of foolball officials, a post
he held [rom 1977 unul reuring in 19835, In 1977, he wus elected wreasurer of the Ohio High School Athlene
Associthion's Commissioners.

Murmay officiated six West Virgsnia siate tournaments and wo WYIAC loumaments. The former City of
Wheeling Treasurcr was a three-year [ootball and basketball Iclicrman at Wheeling High School He played
on the Wildcais® 1940 stie championshig basketbal! ieam.

Among the awards he was presenied were: Qhio High School A thlcuc Associauon's Menlonous Aw ard
L1970): 2 West Virgimia Secondary School's Activiues Commssion Award [or his contnbutions 1o officiat-
ing o the Mountan Stawe: Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Vallev Board of Approved Basketball
Cificials (19813 OVAC Exemplany Service Award (1981}, and an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
Achicvement Award (19H2), In (989, he was selected as the first reeipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketbal
QOlficials’ Award presented al the Samuct A, Mumley OVAC Chanlty Basketball Classic.

Ken Alessi (athlete - 19405)

Ken Alessi (Yorkville 1Migh School) was a 5-7, 155-pound basketball guard fram
1947-49. He slill holds two all-iume OVAC sconng records— 1,142 points in 32 games
a5 4 seruor and 4 GUISCT per-gwne point averuge of 31.0 lor 66 games,

He was the fimt OVAC player w score 2,000 carcer poinis (2,047) aller avcraging a
then-record 35.7 points a game and setting a mark of 70 points, including 31 guals,
against Shadysidc as a 1948-4% scnior. That cfTort prompied the nalional exposure in
“Ripley's Believe-[1-Or-Not,"

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 points vs. Diflonvale in back-to-back
games. In onc game, he converied 16 siraight (rec throws As a jumor. Alessi scored 845
points 1n 30 pames.

Awo-ume AN-OVAC Class A and All-Chio Class B honotee, he was the leading vole-getier in 49 when
he was selected Ohie's Class B Player of Lhe Year

A three-sport prep standout, he was an Ajl-Easiem Ohin fooiball player as a two-wity back and kicker, and
he was g shonstop-piicher in buscball,

Recruned by West Virgiua Liniversity, he plaved three seasons (1950-52) and was the slaning potnt guard
two years. He led the wam in assists as a sophomaore while plaving with 6.9 Ail-Amenca Mark Workman

In 1951, he scored 23 potnts 1n ¢ home win over Wake Forest and 1alized 18 :n 2 77-73 loss at Duke. which
leaturcd All-Amenca guard Dick Groat. a fulure Piltsburgh Pirate infielder,

Alessi served as head baskeball coach the final 12 scasons {1961-72) foralma mater Yorkville High belore
consohdauen, His best team went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC Class A crown The '70
tcam [catured Chuck Saus. who would surpass Alesst's career point iotal

John Havlicek (Athtetc - 19505)

John Heviicek {Bridgeport High School., Class of 1958) was a threersport hugh school
honoree for the Bulldogs w ho latcr became onc of Ohio State’s basketball greats and
was sclecied one of the 50 %m{'ucsl NBA players.

In high schaal. the 6-5, 17 under was a two-time Al-OVAC Class AA baskelball

ormee as well as All-Ohio Class ulldogs won Lhe crawn in
perfi 1! as All-Ohic Class A The Bulld the OVAC AA 1958,

Ancxccllent nebounder and passer. e also sco carecr pants 1n 39 games and
averaged more than 30 poinls per game the lasl lwo scasons. He led the OVAC in
SCOTINg os a junior willt a 31.9-point norm, mcluding a school reeord 53 m a 103-111
ovcrtime win over Cadiz

He played in the Qhio Nork-South J\ll-Sl.ar'%:unc with Jerry Lucas. The two laier led
Ofio Suaice Lo three straight NCAA champions| 15 es including 4 ullc their sophomore scason of 1960,

He was an All-Easiem Ghio shortsiop on two OVAC championship bascball leams and batled over .400. He
also starred in American Legion baschall and later played first base lor Obwo State.
v_ln football, the All-OVAC quanerback was recruited by several colleges including Ohio State and West

irgimia,

Al Ohio State, the Buckeyrs were 78-6 dunng hus three varsity basketball scasons and he twice eaned All-
B E{'.cn Conlerence hanors.

aviicek was the Ne. | drafi chosee of the NBA Boston Celucs and was also sclected by the NFL Cloveland
Browns cven Lhough he never plaved tn college He played a few exbebivon games as a wide receiver wath Lthe
Browns before reporting to the Celucs, where he would become icam caplain and have his Na, 17 jersey

rened.

Nicknamed “Hondo”, Havlicek reured in 1978 alller 16 NBA scasons including exght Celue championshups.
A 13-urne All-Star, he 18 the Celues” all-ume leading scorer (lﬁsgiﬁmm and was the firsL NBA player w
scorc | 000 pornts 1n 16 consceulive scasons and, n he reured, Havlicck had played morc rogular scason
games than ansyonc i fustory. His mm:r;ﬁamc averages were 20.8 poinls, 6.3 rebounds and 4.8 assisis.

Besides the Basketball Hafl and National Fhigh Schoe! Flall. he is a member of the Upper Ohio Valiey Dapper
Dan and Chio Sute Halls of Fame.

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 19505)

Bill Mazeroski {Warren Consolidated High School , Class of 1954115 besl known
for his bascball feats, bul the 511 basketball center wiso led the VAL in sconng with
a 27.6 per game average as a scnior and was a two-time All-QVAC roundball sclecuon
and Lhrec-year baskeiball slarer, He camed second team All-Ghio Class A recognivion
as a senior.

A four-ycar bascball standout as a shoristep-pitcher, Mavcroskn led Warren
Consolidaed 0 the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest ¢lass) baseball finals before falling.
2-1 W Cincinnali Purcell. Maverosk: pitched a four-hitter e a ksing cause.

The athlete, knowr as “Catlish” 25 a youth and “Mar" dunng his pro playing days,
led Warren Corsolidated lo four straight GVAC Ohaoeside basehatl ulles. The leam was
couched by Al Buraso.

Signed by the Pitsburgh Pirates oul of high schowl and summer, sandlot basebail, the Rush Run nauve
was in the major icagues in 1956 and bevame a 10-lime All-Star second bascrnan (rom 1956-72 with the
Nitiomal League weam. He won eight of the first 10 sceond base Gold Glove ficlding awards.

He played 1n 2.163 games and collected 2,016 hits bul his best known feal is hiting game seven 1960
World Scmcs winming home run versus the New York Yankees. He stll holds some major league ficlding
records for double plavs and assisis. The Prrates reured his jersey No. 9.

Mazcrosks was inducted inlo the Baschall Hall of Fame n 200[ and alsa 1s cnshnined in the Upper Obio
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baschatl i all and the Pennsylvania Sports Hall.

Buckeyc Local High School, a conselidation which 1acludes Mazereski's alma mater, named ils high
school field 1n his honor and a secuon of Route 7 near his Rush Run childhood hame north of Tiltonsvilie 1s
known as “Bill Mazeroska Highway.”

Bobby Douglas (athiete - 1960s)

Bobby Douglas (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1961) was a three-sport high school
standoul and lﬁc (iest wrestler 10 win four OVAC indivicual championstups. £ le became the
lirst black athlcic to win an Ohio statc mat crown (1959) when he emerged as Lhe 102-
pound tdist. He then finished thurd ‘n the 1960 state wumament and won'the 127-pound
STOWN a8 d scnior. -
_An All-OVAC {oolball plaver and the conference Class AA aplon as a 140-pound fun-
nmﬁback in 1960, Douglas aiso as a sianer in baseball. o
e wrestled wo years at West Liberty State College, winning an NALA championshup
andlgiacmg second in the NCAA. He Lhen transf Lo Okiahoma Stale, where he won
the IF Eight Confcrence 147-pound btle. The team never lost a dual mect with Douglas
in the [incup and caplured a parr of conference Uiles along with the 1964 NCAA lcamule,
Also as & compelitor, he won [ive netional chamgiwhlps und a pair of 1.5, Olympic Trials lides. He had a
Tourth-place fcatherweight Minish at the 1964 Tokyo Olymprcs and hcgc;aoummd the .5, [reestyle tearts atthe 1968
games in Meaea City. Samed the nalien's oulstanding wresller in 1970 —

Lhe vear he retired < Douglas compled
4 carcer record of 303-17-7 (953). He was nanner-up al the World Champuonships that vear.
Still recognized as one of nation's outstanding, wrestling coaches, Douglas has been at the lowa State
Unair mlli: helm for 14 years and became Just the fourth Division | mentor o Feach the 400-victory plateay in
Japuan o 2003. He coached the Cyclones 1o 10 op- 1€ at the nauonal linals. He also had runncr-up tcams in 1996,
2000 zind 2002 1n 2000, he was scloeled the Naticoal Wrosding Coach of the Year. He has produced six national
champions, |7 conference uthsts and 25 All-Americans at lowa State. Belore lakong over the Cyclones’ program,
ijéms burlt a dynasty al Arizona State. From 197592, he guided ASU 1o nine conference title and nine op-10
NCAA team finishes, including the schoal’s first natonal championsiup in [958R Whiic wath the Sun Devils, he
had Lhree national individual Llle winners, 37 conlerence champs and 38 All-Americans. . .

He was head coach of the (992 U.S. Olympic freestyle Leam thal competed in Barcelona, Spain. All 10 of his
Fﬂcéum qu.%dl amontg the op 1@ in their respeetive weight classes. Douglas has boen oo the U.S. coaching slaff
or[ive vmpics.

Douglas was inducted irta the National Wrestisng Hall of Fame, the NALA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio
Hall of Fame and the Arizona Statc Hall of Fame.

Allan Hornyak (Athlete - 19605)

Atlgn Hornyak (S1. john Central High School, Class of 1965) was besl known as a
record-seing d0-pownt per c scorer fis last two baskeiball seasons, but the lelthander
also was a -sport sandout performer as a football quarterback and first baseman-
pil-crt\w ;rl? h‘l‘ls‘:‘cs?;;"mnd ! ool ward 1n the ¥ the th ]

o ong-range shooting guard 1 the ere priet 10 re-pOInICE.
Hornyzk led the GVAC und the stawe of Oguo in scoring his Iamwo seasons with an all-
time OVAC record 42.7 average as a junior plus 2 41.95 senior norm.

As a junior, he scored 812 points in 19 games. including 295 poals and 222-0f-372 lrec
mmws.J]n Tus senior year, he allied 923 poinis in 22 games with 346 goals and 23].al-
296 free throws.

The Iwo-lime All-QVAC and All-Ohio cager set the OVAC record of 86 ponts, includ-
ing 40 guals, 1n a 1969 win over Tillensville and he scored 61 points the next mght agunst oval Bellarc,

He scored at least X} posnes sn 2 game 14 umes and ended his B0-game carcer with a then QVAC record 2,385
points, The Inish won back-10-back QVAC Class AA baskelball titles including a 20-2 overad] rovond tn 1969,

His scoring cfforts resulted in arucles i Sport maganne, Lhie New York Tumes and Sggﬁr Hlustrated 'Faces
in the Crowd.” Homyak camed Scholastic Coach All-America honars and his No. 20 home baskethal! jersey
wis relired br‘ the school.

In [ootbail, St Joha's also won an QVAC crowr with a -1 record in 1968, with Hormyak 25 an All-OVAC
quartcrback. He passed for 14 wouchdowns thal scason. .

Recruited for baskeiball by pumerous colleges, he opted for The Ohio State Liuversity where he led Lhe
Buckeyes in seonng Lhree straight years and carned All-Big Ten Conlercace honots cach year and ALl-America
FECORMLION as A SCTUOL

¢ 160 OSU as the schodl's fourth all-ume career scorer with 1,572 pormts in 69 games znd 1s @ member of
The Ohio State Liniversily Sports Hall of Fame.

Hornyvak was the s round pick, and 26th ovemll. of the NBA's Clevelund Cavafiers. He wis also

dralied by the ABA Indiana Pacers in the fifth round, but didn't compete i the pro ranks.

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (Athiete - 1960s)

Ron “Fritz” Williams (Weir Ehgh, Class of 1964) was a Four-year, three-spon siand-
out lor the Red Riders. He led Weir 1o three straight staie Class AAA title games includ-
ing an unbcaten 1962 regular scason, two stale runner-ups and 4 state utle in 1563 (a
throe-year recerd of 62-8). The three-year AI-OVAC and All-West VlrFxma Class AAA
hasketball player was also ap All-QVAC and All-West Virgimia football end in 1963 and
the CVACSEE West Virginia Region 1 sprink champion in the {00, 220 and 440-vard
cvents in 964,

The 6-3, 185-pound Walliams was the irst Alrican-American Lo be named lirst team
All-West Virginia n baskclball and only the fourth person in history to be named first
\cam all-state three imes. e scored Z.JB carect points ~— then an OVAC *big schoa!’
record = and averaged 30.9 as a senior and 30.1 as & jumior, He scored a sehool-record
55 poirks apainst Easl Liverpool. He was named All-America by Parade and Scholastic Coach magasancs.

illiams was a regular end on the 1961 Class AAA stale championship fooubal? team and was all-slatwe and
Schelastic Coach All-Amernica as a scnior,
" He playcd on 1wo OVAC Class 3-A ule basketball teams (1962 and *64) and the 1962 OVAC track cham-
gaonshlp squad. The (irst African-American recruited to play basketball al West Viegina University, he stlf
olds sc4s0n and carcer assist records while a-'ctagx'%'“ .1 poirds lor his gareer —sixth best in hislory and
leading the 1cam in scoring and assists Lhree years, Only lwo WV players — Jerry West and “Hol Rod”
Flundiey — combined (or more points and assists than Williams, a three-Gme All-Southern Conlerence hon-
oree and & sccond team All-Amencan. X .

The wo-ime (cam caplain is 4 member of the All-Time WV U tcam (1966-75 era) and has been inducted
ime Lhe WV Sports Hall of Fame as we!l as Lthe West Virginia § ‘Hall' and the Upper Ohic Valley
Dapper Dan *Hall'. He was the ninth overall NBA dral pick in 1968 by the San Francisco Warriors and w as
alsa dralled in the AZA Mt round by the New Orleans Buccancers. Déspile ne playing ¢ollege football, he
15 ene of oaly lwo OVAC products 1o be drafied both by Lhe NBA and NTL (Dallas Cowbays, 14th round).

Williams played caght NBA scasons —(ive with the Warnors, two wizh the Milwaukee Bucks and onc with
Lhe Los Angeles Lakers. He scored 4,797 career pounts and had 1,818 carcer assists. He dicd, al age 59. on
Apri} 4, 2004 al lis home in Califorrua. The road near bis Weirlon childhood home named *Ron {Fntr)
Wiltiams Boulevard.'

Doug Donley (athlete - 19705)

Doug Denley (Cambridge High School, Class of 1977) was a three-sport standout,
cxeelling in lootball, track and basketball and carning the ickname “White Lighuning”
for his blasing speed.

On the gndiron, Donley was a Lhroc-year Ielterman at runring back for the Bobeats,
fimshing with & caseer of 2,572 rushing vards. Ele alse had 226 yards recaving and
]Ul;’!.,ﬁ:"\!a._lr_d]:;5 in Kick retutas for a carcer all-purpose yasdage wial of 3826 yards W go
Wi 5

Donley’s football zccolades included fivst eam Al-Okio Class AAA [1976) by both
The Associated Press and United Press International; Fasiern District Class AAA
“Player of the Year™ (1976); and first icam AlI-GVAC Class 4-A (1976).

In track, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the [ong jump as 4 junior {1976) with a leap
ol 21 [l. 2.5 in. and was a double-winner &l Lhe conference meck as a scraor {1977) - winnmg the long jump
{21-10.75 and the 220-yard dash (22.4 seconds), heiping the Bobeats 1o the OVAC team ulle,

e camed All-Eastem District in the 100-yard dash and was recognized as a high school All-American in
track.

Also a standoul in basketball, Donley was hamypered by a shoulder imjury but suill managed 1o score 10 points
per coniest and had 2 school-record ) 7-assist, game. )

Widcly rocruited for football. Donley anended The Qhio Suae University and camed first team All-Big Ten
and honorable mention Afl-Amcnca accolades al wide neceiver (1980), [le ranks among the Buckeyes' afltime
leading receivers in sevesal calegones, sncluding carocr )ardh?r calch (21.2, second), yandage (2.252, fourth).
muchuf‘owns (16, fifth); and receptions (106, ued for runth). led the tcam in reccplons from 1978-80,

Donley was a second round drafi choice of the Dallas Cowboys an 1981 playing four years in the NFL. He
caught 5g passes for 898 sards and four TDs.

Inducied into the Cambridge High School Hall of Fame, Dobiey 1s president of Advantage Golf Tournameni
Services 1n Addison, Texas.
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Tim Spencer (atblete - 19705)

Tim Spencer (St. Clursville High School, Class of 1979) ranks with the greatest
running backs cver to grace Ohio Valley high school gridirens. Spencer — who phied his
trade (ur legendary couch Goorge Sirager — rushed lor some 3,144 vards and 50 ouch-
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid carcer.

As a senior, the Parade All-American gained 1,670 yards and scored 28 1ouchdowns
while his junior numbers wialed | 280 rushing vurds amd 18 wuchdowns, Speneer’s wp
PICP gamc camc is @ scnior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns
agansl Maruns Ferry. All told, he scored 40 points ir that conlest.

ic was awarded All-OVAC and All-Qhin [ootbali honors loliowing his junior and
SERIOC NCARONS.

Spencer also played basketball and ran track for Lhe Red Devils, excelling in the {00~ and 200-meters,

Aler his prop day <, Spencer malriculated 1o Columbus 1o play for Coach Earle Bruce's Ohio Stae Buckeyes.

The 6-1. 210-pounder was u three-yeur starier for the Buckeyes, He limshed his varcer with 3.553 yards
wiich sull ranks third on Ohio Stalc’s afl-ime rushing chans,

Spencer led the Big Ten in rushing as a sentor with 1.371 yards, cighth best in the nanon. He was accorded
All-Big Ten honors Iwice and was a second.leam UPT All-American seicclion as a senior,

He served as the Buckeyes' co-capain as a senicr and was voted the team MVP that year. He was also named
MVPal the Haliday Bowl as he rushed for 167 yards and two TDs in OSU°s 47-17 win.

Spencer was the second player selected in the Unied States Football Leaague (LSFL) drall by the Chicago
Pllmlm a three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Dicgo Chargers where he slaried lor [our years at

ul'back.

He pained more than 5,000 rushing vards and scored 45 Louchdowns as a professional

Speneer served as Chiv Stale’s running backs couch from 1994 through the 2003 scason. He lcft the
Buckeyes [or an assistant’s role with the Cﬁimgu Beurs.

Amy Gamble (ashiete - 1980s)

Amy Garble {John Marshall Fligh School, Class of 1982) 15 one of the Ohiy Valley's
greatest female athletes of all ume. Gamble oxcelled n three speas — haskethall, Lack
and women's handball.

She became Marshall County's first Olympian when she competed with the L5
Women's Handball Team in the 1988 Games held in Scoul, Korca. Earlier, the U.5.
Waomen were crowned as champions of the Pan Amencan Games.

Gamble was selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year 1o
1982 after leading John Marshal® to ke stale Class AAA champronship. She averaged
23 points and |8 rebounds on a 22-1 reeord leam which avenged 11s only loss by delea-
ing Elkins ir the statc finals. Captasn of the All-Stalc Tcam, Gamble was a lwo-Ume Class AAA (irst-team hon-
orce. She was chosen All-OVAC and Afl-Vatley Lhree straight years.

She was Lhe first JMHS girls’ basketball performer ta seore more than 1,000 points and the imual Monarch
athlete o have her jerscy retired. She scored |, 498 carcer pounts. Gumble was runked as the No. 4 girls’
basketball player in the country her semor scason when was named Lo the Parade, Streer & Snurh and USA
Today All-American weams.

Recruied by Tennessee, she plased as a backup on the 1983 Lady Vols' squad thal (iushed as the NCAA
lowrnamienl ruaners-up, losing to the Cheryl Miller-led Southern Cal powerbouse. She left Tennessee at the end
of lhat season and Lransferred Lo Wesl Vieginia University bu played just one season before deciding Lo try
tearn handgall, . B

After her appearance in the Olympics. Gamble returned 1o basketball and earclled al the University o
Arizona. Despite having jusl one season of cligibility remaining, Gamble was the tcam’s |cading scorer and
she camed Pacific-10 Conference player of the week laurels.

Tler bigh sehool track carecr was 2lvo brilliant, as Ganble set numerous iavitalional mect and OVAC records
inthe shol put and Lhe discus. She cstablished all-time OVAC standards in buth eveats and was a Wes Virginia
stale champion in both cvents. She was a Lthrog-time All-Valley honoree.

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete - 1980s)

Mitch Hannahe (Skyvue High School, Class of 1985) was the epitome of a winner in
ligh school as the two-sport, I'our-r-car Jetlerman sparked the uny Golden Hawks Lo the
stale lournament tn both baskelbail and baschall.

[n basketbal’, Skyvue madc the OHSAA stalc lournament in Hannahs” junior and sen-
ior scasons, (iushing us the Class A runncr-up in 1984-B5. He was sclected first tcum
All-Ohio as a seaior and second wam as uajnior and was a twoeliene [t e All-
Eastern District, Al-OVAC and All-Pioncer Valley Conferencs honoree, He also partic-
ipaled in the Ohio Nemh-South All-Star classic following a senior season where the 5-
10 guard avcm‘izd more than 22 points per game.

[n basedall, the eonsistent-hitling and sure-handed shoristop helped the Hawks 1o the
Chio Class A suale championship as a senior (1985) as well as the OVAC and PYC ulles. He camned [irst lcam
gll:Ohjo, All-Castern District, AIOVAC and AI-PYC honors and was selecled for the Ohio Baschall All-Star

cries.

I1e also reecived All-IZastern Dstnet, A-OVAC and All-PVC aceolades [allowing his sophomare (1953)
and junior (1984} scasons.

After graduation Hannahs pulled off 2 rare “double™ when his college wam - [ndiana Siate Univesily -
advanced to the NCAA Division [ College World Sencs in 1986 and thin same scason, he played for the
Maxnard Post 666 1eam which advanced 1o the American Legion World Series. Hannahs was voied MVP of
the regional Lourmnament that scasor: and won the Louisville Slogger Award for the highest balting average in
(oumamenit play.

Al Indiany Stne, Hannshs was a three-lime Ail-Missour Valley Conly
an NCAA Division [ All-Amencan [ollowing his senior year (1969).

He was a 16th round draft pick of the Milwaukee Brewess, playing in their farm sysiem from 198993,
Hanmahs is currently athletic direcior and fead basehall coach al Lincoln Trail College in Robinson, lllinois.
He previously coached for seven sears at his alma mater - Indiana State Cruversity.

oe perlormer (1987-89) and was

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athtete - 1980s)

Vicki Pullie-Stokes {Welisville High School, Class of 1987) is belicved by many
Wellsvllc residents w be one of the greatest @lhletes in the schoal's history, attested 0
by her induction as a member of Wellsville High School's Atkictic of Fame inaugural
Cluss ol 2004,

During her high school carcer, Pullic-Stokes collocted 1S linst-place [inshes al the
annual Cal Gillin QVAC Track Championships and shie was sclevied as the arca “Track
Athlcie of the Year” three imes. She also carned both All-Valley and All-Eastern Disirict
Taurcls [our limes cach. She was a lwo-time long jump chumpion al the Ohio high school
stale mect and was 4 runncr-up in the 200 meters,

[n vollcyball, she was twice sclocted as the lcam MVP and carned All-Arca (threc
g:‘cs]. All-Eastern District {twice). and AU-OVAC dwice). Three Wimes she was named (o the All-Columbiana

nly Leam.

in baskctball, she led the 1987 Lady Thgers to the stae [inals. Her 27-1 regord Wellsville wam ended onc
ol the nation’s longest busketbali streaks ut 108 when the Tigers defcated West Holmes in tournament play She
scored more than 1,400 points and coflecied more than PP 800 rebounds wiile belping the Tigers to a Lhree
yeur record ol 66-8. Pullic-Stokes was ¢husen OVAC "Player of the Year™ thal season and wats o Iwo-Lime
All-Ohio honoree. She alsa camed All-Vallcy and All-Arca recogmiton three tmes each on the hardwood,

All wld, she won 11 vamsity leuers and was sclecied as the Amenicun Legion 1987 Chio Sutc “Athlele of
the Year”, She went on 1o play collegiae tsketball at Ohio Siate and was 2 member of the 1989 Buckeyes'
squad thal won the Big Ten Conference championship. She ganed personul honon when i 1990 she was
sclected as Ohio Sunc’s best delensive player, team MVP and Big Ten honorable menuon. Twice. she was
designated as the conference’s player of the weck.

Additionally, Pullic carned a gold medal with the North Team in the 1989 US. Qlympic Fesuval, held in
Newman, OKla.

Geno Ford (Athlete - 1990s)

Geno Ford (Cambndge High Schoel, Class of 1993) achicved the ulimaie honor
af a ugh school baskelbail player un the stale of O when he was selecied “Mr,
Husketball” ollowing his senior season,

The 58 sharpshouter linished 2 stellar (our-year career with the Bobeats as O™
sezond ail-ume Jeading scorer with 2.680 points which also stands as the OVAC's
al-ume high-waier mark.

Ford's name also appears in the OHSAA record book in Lhe following calcgoncs:
288 frec throws made in a season (1991.92), first all-ime; 697 lree throws made in
4 carver (1989.93), Iirst all-time: and 928 pownis 1n 2 scason (1991-52), seventh
all-ime

Playing for tus lather, highly-successful Cambndge couch Gene Ford, Geno curned All-Ohio Bivision
11 Rirst wcam accolades following bath hts jumor and seaer scasons. He was also a iwo-ume All-Easiern
District Division 11 “Plaver of the Year” and Iwo-ume AI-OVAC Class 4-A Jirst lcam pick

Ford went on w become a lour-vear leticrman at Omo University, caming All-Mid Amencan
Conlerence sceond Leam honors as 2 jumor (1996) and first weam plaudits as 4 semor (1997). He s the [3th
ail-hme lcading scorer at QU wih 1752 poimis One of the maost. popalar players at QU Ford helped the
Bobeats to one NCAA and ene NIT appearanee dunng bis career,

Followinp graduation, he served as a graduale assislant { 1998-99) and assistant coach (1999-2001) at
Ohio University: was head coack Tor one scason &t Division 2 Shawnee Slate University (2001-02).
leading his team e 2 22-10 record and carming Amencan Midcast Conlerence "Coach of the Year™
honors: scrved as an assistant coach at Kent Stale University since the 2002-03 scason.

OVAC Hall of Fame
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Stephanie Petho (athlete - 1990s)

Stephanie Petho (S1. John Central, Class ol [992) remains the measuning shiek lor
female baskelball greainess 1n the OVAC

The Fighung Insh three-sports lumsnary re-wrote the 51 Jobn Ceowal and OVAC
scoring books dunng her carcer on Guernsey Sureel. The 5-7 sharpshooter lished
her four-year carcer with 2,667 points which 15 [irst in conlerence annals and sul?
ranks sixih e the staie of Ghio.

Petho was accorded lirst-tcam Al-QOVAC all four ycars. The Bellare native
camed All-Oko honors three years. culminaung by being named Lhe siale's Division
1V “Playcr of the Year” following a scason in which she averaged a staggenng 37.1
pOLNIS 4 game

As g gumior, she tallied 359 ponts per game 1n Jeading her Lady 1rish icammates wa 22-3 1ecord a berth
i the OHSAA regional toumament. She was named first lcam All-Otuo alicr scoring 910 pounts thal
winter alone Petho twice cracked the 30-point platcau in a game, scoring 57 apainst Shadyside and 56
against Toronle,

The twa-year siarier al the University of Pittsburgh carmed S1. John Ceniral to four OVAC champi-
enships in basketball and an overatl 75-16 record. Petho was no one-sport wonder, also starnng in vol-
leyball and wrack during her prep carcer. She camed Al-OVAC m volley ball her jurior and semor years

in track, Petho 1s one of the valley’s all-lime greal throwers, caming [ive OVAC gold medals n the
weight evenls — ke i the discus and o in the shot put. Petho tossed the plalier 2 school-record
12£-7 en route Lo a regional champrorship and a third-place showing m the state mest as a jumor.

She capped her lgh school carcer by betng named co-valedictonian ol her senor class and she went an
10 become an Acadernic All-Amencan al Pl While there, she led the ieam in sconng in the 1994-95
scasn, beeame the carcer frec throw percentage [eader (81.4) and 1s 14th on the all-ume sconng list.

Rudy Mumley @vac Familyn

Rudy Mumiey (Whegling High School, Class of 1936). [[ Rudy Mumley’s heart was
measured by the siz¢ of tus love for his fellow men and women, it never could have fit
nside hus body:

Mumley, an cducator, ad or. h dypamic © and charity
Tund-ruser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohsa Valley 1n many difTerent, but special
ways. He was a two-time president, eharter member of Lthe conlerence’s Foul
Board, served on the football and baskethall commitess and was the organizer and long-
ume game director of the Ohio-West Viegina Chariy Football Classic. The mid-sum-
mer ali-siar football clash was renamed m his honar in 1986, He also served as OVAC
president during the {967.68 school year To help the game gel off the ground, Mumley
once morigaged bus home 1o achieve the Ninancing needed for the inaugural OVAC-sponsored contesl in 1972
He also was a great suy r of the OVAC wrestiing lournament.

A graduaic of old Wheefing High School and West Liberty Stale College with a master's degree from
WVS. Mumley werved mn the Air Foree durmg World War 11 and was nuahed during the Korean conlicl.
{{e wught at Pawhatan, Shadyside asd Smithfield High Schools belore being appoinicd pancipal at Warren
Consaldated High in Tiltonsville in 1964. Rudy later served as principal at Yorkvalle High. Laicr, when the
Buckeye Local School Distnct was formed, he ﬁccarnc principal a1 Buckeye South and remained Where unt!
his reurementan 1979,

Mumley, who was bom in 1918 and cied 1n 1995, also provided greal service Lo the Upper Ouo Valley
Dapper Dun Club and hus college alma mater, West Libenty State. Rudy was a member of the Dapper Dan
Buurd of Directors for some 25 years and was bangeel co-chairman siv imes, AL West Liben, he camed o
rare honor as a pon-athlete when he was inducted into the school s Athletie Hall of Fame i 1985, He was pres
dent of the Hillwppers' Alumnt Associaton and the Foundauon. Among the numerous heners he received
include: the Robert McKelvey Awand and Man of the Year honors [rom the Dapper Dan Club;, WLSC Gold
and Black Achuevement Award and the College President’s Award, along with the Warwood Lions Club's
Citizen of the Year Award an 1981,

—_————
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Agnes Timmons (OVAC ‘Family")

Agnes Timmaons (Scio High School. Class of 1942). This Octogenanan started coach-
ing pickup girls' basketball teamns & Bamesville High Schoot in 1946 when there were no
school-sanctioned mrls’ programs for member schools of the OVAC. She was a girls’
physical education teacher al the lime, afler having graduated from Dentson University in
Granvilie, Qhio,

Tunmons considered it part of her job as i phys ed Wacher W organize whatever athleue
Lcams she could because she wanted the garis 10 have some competibon and expencence the
fun of playing organized sports. She would join with teachers lrom other schools in the
area imereswed in deing the same thing Lo schedule games. They also had wo hire their own
officials and provide transponation (o the game sites.

Timmons el waching alier 1948 1o degun raising a family. After haseng four chuldren. she returned 1o her
teaching and uncluns_lr:’mr at Barnesville 1n 1962, Timmons voschod volleyball and basketball cven though it
wasn'Luntil June of 1972 1hat Title 1X was cnacled. demanding equal sports oppertunilics for girls. She was asked
by then OVAC execulive secretary Sam Mumley 1o host and serve as direclor & Lhe (irst conference volley ball
championship tournament which was held at Bamesville Ehigh. Timmaons coached baskethall and wrack untl well
inlo the 1980's. but conunued het duties watk the vollesball weam unul her retirement [rom teaching in 1991, She
ulse cuached soflball for une year when her daughter played because the wlenied youth also wanted 10 compete
s a member of the track and [icld team. The school district would only permut thal 1o happen if Timmons coached
both spons, which she did.

Even ieday, Timmons remains close to the Bamesville alihietic program. Through this past season, she served as
the announcer for the Shammocks’ bovs and pirls basketball pames, as well as for the home volleybatl matches. She
alser huas been the annowneer and part of the comenies for the OVAC volley ball wurnament for over 30 years. Last
winler, e then B0-y car-oid Timmons was called back into 1he coachng manks when Bamesville needed someone
10 help out with the volley ball squad. Agnes coached Lhe jay vees and thoroughly enjoyed the expenence.,

Her track Leams were perennial contenders for OVAC utles and several volleyball icams advanced to the distnel.

Doug Huff (Media)

Doug Huff {(Magnolia High Schoot, Class of I%lll. This native of New Maninssalle
has been wnung spons since the age of 12, s [irst “job” being with the Weewzel
Democrat, a wec! %pupcr in his bome wown, Hull joined Intelligencer as associale
sports editor in 1967 a posiuon he held unil 1978 when he was pamed as that paper's
sports odilor, remaining in thal posibon unbl his reurement in 1999, |l provigusly was
spons. cditor of the Fetremont Times and worked on the sponis stall of the Donitrion
News in Morgantown.

Whic the sports chicl of The Infefligencer. tiull onginatod All-Valley Boys
Baskeiball and Basebal? yelocuons in 1968, plus the OV All-5ponts School and Athldie
Awards and Lthe All-OV Scholar-Athicte sclecuons. He compiled Ohio Valicy and West
Vitgira rocords lor football. basketball and basctall, along with histoneil matenal on QVAC schools, coach-
es and athleles. Since 1979, he has been the Execuuve Sccrclar{;drcasurcr of the W.Va. Sperts Wniters
Association alier having previously served as the president and football all-stale board chaurman. Hull also is
on the Soard ol Directors of the Fomball Wrters Associaton of Americz and the Nauonal Sporscasiers &
Sports Writers Association.

Amaong the numerous hoooes Be has achieved include: induction into the Nauenal §high School Sports Hall
of anc%l%‘?}; state spors wnier of Lhe vear nine times: West Virgia Umiversiy School of Joumalism PIL
Reed Lile Achiesement Award (1999). Magnolia H:,
(1990). W.Va. Sports Wolers Associaiion

Scheol Athleuc Boosters Life Achievement Award
se Award (1992} Lpper Oho Valiey Dapper Dan
Ciub's Robert McKelvey Award [ 1954).

He is_the author of Sports in West Virgima, A Pictonal History™ [1979) and also of the Nauonal High
Schoeo! Fooibatl and Baskerball Record Books (2001-2002). Doug also co-authored “How to Watch Sports on
TV..And Enjoy IL" Sincc 1975. he has been a lugh schoal contnbuting cduor of Suect and Smuth magazinc
and compiles their pre-scason schoolboy All-Amenca wcams for foouball, boys™ basketball and bascball.
Although reured [rom The Dniell. he continues 1o submit a much-read and r.njz?nd weckly column. Don‘.ljg also
senves as the naonal rankings and records editer for Student Sponts Inc., and coordinates football and boys
basketbal selecuans for Parade and EA Sports.

Bob Burton (Coaches)

Robert W, (Bob) Burton iMagriolia High School. Class of 19571 coached several
sports at Paden City 1Egh Schonl, bul is most remember for a sparkiing 3%-year
career as head bays' basketball coach {1963-2001] where he amassed 2 record of
554-327

Dunng bis tenure, the Wildeals won 21 seclional chamgpionships: cight regional
tittes; fimished as slaic runncr-up twice (1972 and *82) and captered the West
Virginia Class A championship lwice (1973 and '87). Paden Cily had 28 winning
scasons under Burton. including ninc 20-win campaigns, and won five OVAC Class
A championships (1971, ' 75, "92, “93 and "94).

Burion recerved the Wesi Virginia “Coach of the Year” honor in 1986 and was sclecied lo coach 1n the
VAL All-Star Basketbal! Classic several umes as well as the West Virgimia North-South All-Star Game
in 1987. He was a member of the West Virginia Basketball Ceaches Associauon, the Statc Coaches
Commuitlee and Lhe CVAC Basketball Commitice

Burton also served as an assistant coach in football at Paden City lor |8 years, serving on the Wildeazs®
stafl dunng wo sale championship seasens (1970 and “79); coached wrack for more than 3& vears,
wintung several OVAC Class A and [ni-Swate League championships: coached cross countny for two
vears and goll [or one scason: was assistant baseball coach lor three years; and spen? more than a devade
#5 athleiue direcior.

As an athieie. Bunon wis 4 three-sport athlcte a1 Magnolia, carming all-West Virgsnia honors 1o footbal
n 1955, At the college level, he was also a three-sport performer, plaving football al Kemt Siaic University
and then fooball. basketbal! and Lenmis after transfemning 1o West Liberty State College where he graduaied
in 1961. He then received a masier's degree in educauon from West Virgini University i 1968,

George Strager (Coaches)

George Stmstr {McKeesport, Pa. High School, Class of 1943) has ofien been called
the “dean” of Ohio Valley high schoul foolball coaches tharks o a hghly-successiul
carcer Lhat spanncd some 38 years {1950-87) at live different schools. e posted a
career cnaching record of 246 wins, 115 losses and 15 tes which siood as the all-time
valley recond unt:| eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circosta of Woodsfickd/Monroe Cenlral.

Swager's coaching carcer began in 1950 at vy Sistersvilie High Schoal, compiling
4 42-25—3 record in seven scasons Ihere and Jeading the Tigers to the Wesl Virginia
Class A stawe ¢hampienship in 1953, He moved on o Clarksburg Notre Dame High lor
Towr vears as head Tootball and basketball caancts (1957-60), going 24-10 on the gnd-
ironand Icading the baskeball wam (o the West Virginia Class A state semifinals. Next
came a (hroe-year stnt al Wheeling Central Cathotic (1961-63) which feared 1wo undelcated regular
seasons and a mark of 21.9.1, The 1962 tcam lost to Chareston Cathohe n the inaugural West Virginia
Catholic State Championship game, bul the next year Strager's tcam avnngcd that loss 1o win tbe crown. Up
next was & [ive-year stay at Cambndge High (1964-68). posung a 25-23-2 record.

He then begun a legendary 19-year run at SL Clawsville Highin 1965, turming s Urademark “belly senes™
10 4 record of 134-51-9 there. His Red Devil teams posied three undefeated scasons (3969, *77 and "85} and
the 1983 squad camned the school's first-ever Inp o the OHSAA pliyolls and the 1986 1eam advanced 10 the
slale sermilinals belons Jostng a heart-breaker 10 Chagnn Falls Kension.

Strager's top honars included inducuon into the Ohio High School Football Ceaches Hall of Fzme i
1998, Ehm Vallcy Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame 1n1991: selecuor as OVAC Coach of the Year

n 1979 and "87; and rocogniion by the Dapper Dan Clubof the U&?cr Ohio Valley in 1992, He also coached
in the OVAC All-Suar Chanty Football Classic iwice (1972 and '87).

A graduate of Salem College, Siaper passed away in 198K}, but his memory lives on in the Torm of the
George Sirager Memonal Football Camp and Scholarsbup Pragram as welt as the “George Strager Evening
wilh the Stars” dinner held in coryunction with the QVAC Chanty All-Star Foowball Classic.

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos (Coaches)

John “Corky” Vrotsos (Maruns Ferry High School, Class of 1946) not only imuatcd
e sport of wrestling at hus alma mawr, he quickly established himself as one ol the
premier mat coaches in canference histary.

Vrotsos guided the Purple Rider grapplers from 1957-68, leading his team to seven
consceutve OVAC Toumament champaonships (1961-67) along with six siraight Ohio
Oustrict Tournament Llles. His teams Coushed ranked in the top 10 in the siate four imes
(1959, "60, *63 and '64} and the best finish at the siate wurmament was z fifth place
cfforl in 1960.

During his 1enere, Vrosos coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio Stale
Tournament qualificrs, including !0 staic place-winncrs and onc stale champion {175
pounder John Seordis in 1964), Ferny's dual meet record dunng the Vrolsos years was 83.20-1. including
w=beaten seasons in 1964 and "67.

The iniual induetee into the Martins Feme High School Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 1978
iecipient of the VAL Wrestling Tournament's “Mr. Mat, Award”. he served as tournament direetar for Lhe
QVAC, seclional and district wurmaments alter yiclding the coaching posl.

In addition o serving as kead wresting coach, VYrolsos was also an assistant in football and track for the
Purple Riders. He was on the foolball qla#during Ferry’'s run of three conseculive undclcaled scasons (1959-
61} and [our OVAC championships (also 1963).

Asan athlete, he way a three-vear letierman in footbail and basketbal! al Maruns Ferry. In footbal’, ke was
a conler-lineYacker undes legendary coach Fred Thomas, playing center and lincbacker on the 1944 and "45
OVAC championship squads, eaming all-confcrence “AA" honors as a semor, He played guard in basketball
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell, After serving in the army, Vrolsos Lhen altended West {aberty
Staic College. graduaung in 1951, He was a thrge-year varaity (cotball player for the Hill woppers and a mem-
ber of two undelcuted wams thal played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountun Bowl and Pythian Bowd).

Chester Grossi (Officials)

Chester Grossi (Wit High Schoo!, Class of 1940) began officiaung 1n 1942, claim-
16g 10 be “drafted” into ofTiciaung by fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi+
cials had been lost due to the miliary drall.

His love of sports saw hum enter the world of officiaung. nat only in football, but also
in busketball and baseball. He retzred from officiating :n 1987 alicr 45 years. During
those year, he worked many district and regronal lournament games as well as 14 state
tournanments in baskelball and 12 stale finals in football. He also worked several West
Virgima Catholie State basketball and football playolt games as well as games in the f
Wesl Virginia Intercollegiaie Athictic Conference and the United Football League, He J
is a hic member of the 5hio Valley Board of Offtcials and Lthe West Virginra ball
and Basketball Officials’ Association. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials’
Award and was honered by the Upper Ohuo Valley Dapper Dan Club.

As un athete at Woar, Grossi plaved [ootoal! for cuuch Carl Harmull from 1936-3% and duning that ume. the
Red riders won 27 strnight games. He recetved a football scholarship e West Liberty Stawe College where be
played for Coach Joc Barieil in 1941 and afier World War [

ﬁc graduaied Mrom West Liberty with a bachelor’s dc]_grcc in pahucal science, returming o Wesr High Schoal
as a leacher and assistant couch. He lef1 the educanon Nield 1o epier inwo the ivestment and insurance business
in 1960, He remains active in many civie. {7 al and service organizitions. He s president of the Weirtonian
Lodge of the llian Sons and Daughters of Amenca. serves on the Board of Directors of the Fraternal
Assogiauon and Is an honorary natonal ident of 18DA: a member of the board of the Upper Ohio Valiey
Iahan Henlage Festval, the Weirlon Counail 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their Fou
Degree: a lifle member of Post 10 of the Amencan Legon; board member of Camp Fire USA: the Weinon
Elks; and 15 2 member of the West Labenty State Cnlf:gc Foundation’s Finance Commitce, Hall of Fame
Commitice, Hilltoppers Athleue Club and a life member of the Alumm Associaton.

He was inducted inwo the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame and was honored by Lthe West Virgima
Noethern

Walter Heil (officials)

Walter Heil (Bellare High, Class of 1923) was rcgarded as one of the deans of
Ohio Valley oiTiciaung thanks 1o a carcer that spanned some 38 years and involved
three spors.

He began as a baseball umpire in 1926 then added loetball 1n 1928 and basketball
0 1929, warking countess games uatl {inally hanging up his whistle a1 the age of 62.

Heul ofTiciated football und basketball al the high schuol, collegrate und profes-
sional levels. e worked five West Virginia [High School Swie Tournamers, five
West Virginia Catholie High School $taic Tournaments and three West Virginia
Intereollegiae Athlelic Conference Toumnaments. He also olficiated in the semi-pro
Conuncnial Foolball League, which fcatured the Wheeling Iranmen.

He was a member of the Chio Valley Board of Officials, the West Virginia Officials Association and the
Inlernauonal Associaton of Approved Basketball officials and was

Ronored [or length of sen ice by cack of these organtzations.

Aler retineg as an active olficial, el assumed the role of commissioncr ol both basketbalf aad Joot-
ball oflicials for the Ohin Vailey Athietic Conference, a positien he held [rom 1965-70.

He was a charler member of the Bellaire High Athleuc Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the
VAL Robert Dawson OfMwczals’ Awand,

Hetl worked for Weirton Stee! Corporation and was a resident of Yorkville unul hes death in 1¥70.

Alex Groza (Athlete - 1940s)

Alex Groza (Marins Berry Hiph School, Class of 19445 This 6-foot-7, 2120-pounder
led the Purple Riders (o iwo straight undeleated regular scasons in basketbal! and 1o
the Ohig st tournament bolh years. Maruns Ferry lirushed 24-1 10 1943 and 26-1 the
following season. The Purpic Riders won the Mirst OVAC Class AA basketball
champronship in 1944 as Groza scored a valley record 628 ponts (2 mark later broken
by 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame inductes Ken Alesst), Groza scared 41 vs, Tillanswille.
ile was an all-conference and 2ll-Ohio [irst-lcam sclechon.

Alex was the lop scorer and rebounder on the Umiversily of Kentucky's “Fabulous
Eive," which won back-10-back NCAA utlex 1n 1948 and *4%, with Grasa being named
the lournament MVYP both vears. He was a threc-ime afl-Southcastern Conlcrence
choice and a two-time consensus All-Amencar, He sel 22 indiaduz! SEC records. Groza sull ranks seventh
on Kentucky's all-lime scoring list with {,744 points. Alex’s jerscy number {15} was retired by the school
Groza and (our of is UK icammales — Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Clul Barker and Kenny Rotlins
won a gold medal as U.S. Olvmpians at the London Games 1n 1948, Grova, o 1949, was named the Helms
Foundaton Basketball Player af the Year. [na 1950 Assocrated Press nauonw ide poll af sports wniers sclect-
ing the leadmg athletes of the hall-cemury, Alex was chosen as onc of the five wp-raled baskeiball players,

In the NBA, Grova averaged 22.5 points in 130 pro games with the Indurapolis Olympians in 1950 and
"51. He coached Bellarmine (Ky.) College from 1939 through 1966, The school had never won a basketball
champonship before Groea's enure. He led the Kmights W the Kerwueky Inereollegiate Athleue Conlerence
regular scason and lournament Lt in {963, aller which he was named the lcaguc coach of the year.

Groza lwier served as busingss manager and then assistant o the president of the ABA's Kentucky
Calonels before becoming general manager of the San Dhego Conguistadors unll the franchise {oided. He
then served as GM of a professional volleyball weam for ene year before joining Reynolds Metals in 1977 as
a reglonal sales manager.

Groza died of lung cancer a6 his home 1n San Dicgo on January 21, 1995,
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Chuck Howley (Athlete - 19505)

Charles i.. “Chuck™ Howley {Warwood High School, Class of 1954} was  (irst tcam
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC wekle i 1933, He letiered s Football, busketball and
baschali. As 4 weenager. he ulse competed for an independent All-Amencaboys  gym-
nasucs group

The West Visginia University graduate is sl the only Mouniaineer athlele to leuer in
five sports —(ootball, gymnastics, wrestling, track and swimming. [n foosball he played
guard. cenler, and finchacker whilc caming AR-Southem Confcrence faurcls three
straight vcars. Also Lhe Jong snapper on special cans, lHowloy was sclected as a thicd-
team Alf-Amcrican his semor yvear. Flowley, al 6:2, 220 pounds, was considered W be
one of the fastest lincmen in WYL history. He started in three college all-star games =
East-West Shnne Game, Senior Bowl and the Colicge Football All-Siac Game. He lcucred for the
Mountaincers oh the rampoline in gvmnastics, a heavywceight in wresting, sprinter and weighiman in ieack
and o diver in swimming. In 1957, Howley was sclecled as the West Vairgima Amaeur Athlese of Lhe Year,

e was an NFL [irst-round drall choice {195%) of the Chicago Bears — oniy the third Mountaincer select-
ed in the vpervog round. He plaved a year and a ball in Chicage before being sidelined by a serious knee
tmury, Howley was back home in Wheeling working at o gas stauon in 1960 when the expansion Dallas.
Cowboys traded 1wo draft picks [or him. The ex-Bear decided w give 11 one mwse ry and wound up starting
a1 oulside lincbacker 12 years for the Cowboys, eaming all-pro laurels s1x umes. He starred in two Super
Bowls. The 197! game saw [[owlcy intercept two passes and recover a fumble e carn MVP honors in a
16-13 loss to the Balumore Calis. He remains the only player on a losing team ta be sclecied as the Super
Bow s most vauable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI over e Miami Dolphins
by inlereepling 3 Bob Griese pass W0 56t up 3 louchdown.

Howley 15 a member of the West Varginia Sports Wrlers Association. WVU, Upper Oho Valley Dapper
Dan Ciub and Cily of Wheeling halls of lame.

Dick Miller (Athlete - 19505)

Dick Miller hm:hnf Central Catholic High School, Class 1952) was a firsl-leam all-
statc and all-OVAC perlormer in baskelball three slrax%hl years while performing lor Lhe
Maroon Kmphts. Miller ied Comral Catholic 1o the conlerenes and West Virginia Calkolic
chemponships all three scasons, sconnf 1,593 points during 4 sicllar hugh school carcer,
His threc-ycar sconng averzge was 21 4 points per game His career pount lotal sioad for
51 years unul 11 was bested by David Conlraguermo. a four-year | for the Maroon
Knights Contragucrro's reoord was laler topplcé by a Cenlral girls’  basketdall greal.
Kayleen Fitzsimmons. Miller alse had a ganwe high of 30 poins in a West Virgima-
Kenlucky All-Star Game, leadin MounLuncer lcam o an ¥1-80 viclory al
Willzamson. Twice, (1951 and '$2), Milier was chosen as Lhe stale's baskelball plaver of
the year. He aso wis a standout performer m football and bascball in lugh scl e wis
a '1} lorenation quarterback as a {ootball performer and a shontsiop/pitcher on the baseball wam

Recruited by the Gniversily of Wisconsin on a basketball scholarship, Miller was the Badgers” starung pount

uard fox Lwo years. Nicknamed "The Cat” secause ol his quickness, Dick averaged 'Y points per in Big

%cn play, topping the 30-poat mark three mes duning his carcer. In 1956, he sct a conference recond for the most
consectuve [roe throw s made, corverung 29 1n a row over wo consecutive games Miller also excelled as a floor
lcader and delcnsive plaver. 1{¢ was voled as the leam MVP s senor year Athnth drafied by the New York
Knicks in 1956, Miller chose lo play AAU basketball e was voled to the AAU All:Amenca wam after pastic
lpalmgln the Nanonal Tournament held in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Allen Bradley Team io a fourth
place fimsh. M il:\"rph)cd two seasons wikh the Philfips Oilers in 1he Nauonat Indusireal Baskatball League and
one scason in the Tidewater Basketball Assocraton where he averaged 22 punls per game and wus voted Lhe
Teague™s MVP [or the 1962-63 scuson
_ Mhlier pla{'cd bascball one year al Wisconsin, iung 333 and lpla)ang sceond base. Becuusc a shouldes injury
in high sciool limited his throwing abiiuy. he gave up paseball aller oné scason W concentrate on baskelbal

His athlelic cireer then continued i 4 different spor as he waok up handball (four-wali) and an has first vear,
he won the North and South Carolinz Open Siﬁglu Champronshiz, He went on 1o win numerous singles itles
throughout the Southeust, including 1wo nabional stngles age group champonships He [inally cnded 2is com-
pellive carcer m 1996 at Lhe age of 62

Mike Sherwood (Athlete - 1960s)

Mike Sherwood (Bellaire High School, Class of 1967). This soll-spoken athletic
greal rates with Bellaire High's all-bme stalwarts in bolh foolball and baskelball.

| Ie quaricrbacked the 1966 Big Reds 10 a 9-1 scason as a sentor [or ceach Don Aul,
[t remauns arpuably onc of Ihe best prclp Pnd \cums in Ohio Valley history. Sherwood
led the OVAC with 20 TD> passes that fall'as ke compleled 73 of 120 passes for a 66.4
percentage and amassed more than |,4(0) yards with on]ct‘u..?ur mtereeptions.

He was just a8 impressive on e hardwood for legendary coach Clitire Cribbs. The
swocl-shooling 6-1 guard was a lwu—{)w.r starter for the Big Reds and surpassed the
l.(IJD-pmmé:Iawuu while caming All-Ohio honors. He averaged 25.3 points a game in
Icading the Big Reds 1o a |74 record. As a junior, he averaged 25 poinis per game. He

oured in a eareer-high. and school-record, 59 points against Guemsey Street fval 51
ubn Central. He was alse sclected fur the Qhio North-South Basketbaldl Classic. . o
Followlnghgu-a illastrious prep carcer. Sherwood aceepied a football schofarship o West Vsr%gua
Lniverwty, where his father carlicr %la_\cd. Alter wmpcur&ﬁn the [reshman team. he slaried al quarterback
for three seasons. As i sophomore, he passed for some 2000 yards while establishing & school record with
416 yards against nval Pill, completing 27 of 37 passes. He finished the year menked |1th in the nation, aver-
gng lwrgassmg vards 4 game. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that [all, Sherwood Jed the Mountineers 1o 2
25-7 record o his lhn:edaccm inciuding a 10~ mark and a Pcach Bowl win fus scnior scason. He suld ranks
among WYL carcer leaders in tolal ollénse, passing yrds. pass completions and aiempls, TO passes, pass-
ing cliiciency and compl P ge. He was sl e play in the 19%3 Blue-Gray Game und won
the I E Rod‘%crs Anard the same yvear, Sherwood was also selected All-Basy bsv UPTin 1970 A member of
the All-Time WVU 1950-64 Era lcam, Shcrwood was inducled inlo the WYL %ons Hall of Fame in 1997,
Alier graduwation, he staved on at WV and was a gradunte assistant for Bobby Bowden and Trank
Cignelli. He went lo Bethany College Lo serve us ollensive coordinator from 1674-78 under bus high school
couch, Don AulL Sherwood reiu 10 his prep alma mater, scrving as the Big Reds” head couch (rom 1980~
¥4, registening a 26-12-2 record. He was named Eastern District Coach of 1he Year in 1982, He becume the
school™s athletic direcler in 1984 and is currenly the high schoual principal.

Terry Snively (Athlete - 19605)

Yerry Snively (Powhalan High School, 1966), This all-round athlete starred in four
spons Tor the Indians. He eswblished an Ohio Valley [ootball modern single scason
by amassing 222 poins, including 35 wuchdowns, fus scrar season. The quick-
footed runming back [imshed with 398 carcer anua. Snively was named Ohio’s LP{
Class A Back of the Year in 1965, He was an AH-OVAC honoree as 4 junior and serwor
while g‘.\mcrl_nlg All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley laurcls.

Capinn ol the Indians’ football, buscball and track tcams. He also was a lour-year lole
terman in basketball, sianing his last threc scasons. Smvcly averaged than 24
I::[mmsu ame in cach of hus (inal wo scasons and Mimished his carcer with 1,146 punts.

¢ was Lhird tcam All-Ohio as a semor and Mirst team AN-OVAC as a jumor and senior.

Sprnngime at Powhalan saw Szuvely do double duty, starmng in bascball and track.
He was @ wlented pitcher and outficlder in the diamond sport for [our years. He he
the Indians to a pair of Chio stale tournament berths, includmg winning the state Class A crown in hus fresh-
man xcason wher he baticd 315 as [eadofl hutler. Powhatan H Jmum a lrack pmsr.tm 1n his sophumonc
scasan. He was the OVAC 100-vard, 200-yard and ]0(% umg <l on as a jurior and qualilied (or the stic
mecl in the 1(K), lic holds Lhe schaal recofds n the | elﬂ. 200 {23.4) ani IonHymp (14-5),

Aler hus storied four-sport ﬂcg curcer, he aceepted 4 [oolball scholarship to Wes ng.lma Liniversity, where
%:\\:tﬂ;slgnsolggaﬁlrp!aycr tn the defensive backlicld as a three-year staner He was selected 10 the All-Time

d leim.
Aller carning s WVU diploma, he ogwd,lo reman in atletes in s nauve Ghio Valley Snusely ot his
coaching lecth @t Bellwre High, Dunng fus six-veir st with the Big s, he was o football aidé w Jake
Olszvsky and served as head BasketbaiMand baschall coach lor live vears. He led Bellaire 102 pair 2l secuon-
o crowns n while ﬁmnga distrier ylie (1974) and OVAC champronshup {1976] tn baschal’, Saive'y
matriculaled 10 Shadyside High as head basketbsil! couch for lwnd)mrs. 5 |9‘7§- cam won a distner ule
an crown. [n thal scason, he was named distnct coach of the year, Smycly lefi Tigeriown [or River
High, where he served as head football cgach for 25 scasons, Dunng thal quarter of a ceatury, his 1997 wam
wenl 10-0 and won an OVAC ude while his leams made the Ohio plugioﬂs in 1993 and (997 Snuvely coached
m the OVAC All-5tar Game lwics whe'e also coaching the Ohio North-South Game in 1994, In 2003, Sowvely
recerved the Upper Ohuo Valley Dapper Dan Carl Hamull Award.

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Aumiete - 19705)

Johr Filliez (Magnolia High Schesl, 1973). The first OVAC athlcte o cam All-W. Va.
Mest eam honors 1n foolball, baskelball and bascball also sel an NCAA pass recoiving
recerd ol Marshall University.

Nicknamed “Fursy™ because of his bushy red hair. the Blue Eagles’ wide reeciver-
delensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass receiving yards his last two scasons and ended
his career with 8t catches for 1434 yards and 16 ouchdowns in regulur scason play, In
his sepior season, Magnola wem 10-2 with a stae Class AA unnerup .'-nisg 1o
Ravcoswo.

He wamed with Magnolia's all-siate quarierback Brian Book 1o lead the W. Va. All-
Suars 10 a victory over Ohio in the annual OVALT AL-Star game at Wheeling island.

In basketball, the guard avcraged 19 points a game and camdl all-state honors alier the Blug Eagles were
state “AA™ runnerup to Gary.

In bascball, (ke autficlder batied 352 and compieted his allsstar trifecta with All-Valley, and all-stawc
honors in thre spans.

Recruited for tootball by Marshall, West Vlr%in.iu. Virginia Tesh, Piic and Penn State, the 5-11. 175-pounder
signed car'y with WV, but opied for Marshall where he led the Thundenng Herd in pass receiving for four
straight years and sel school recards with 168 cawches for 1,954 vards and 14 TDs. His receplion total sanked,
at the lime, cighth among all<4ime NCAA Dinision I receivers. Starting four years, he scl a Lhen-NCAA record
by calching passes in 42 straight games. He broke the mark set by Heisman Trophy winner Johony Rodgers
Irom Nebruska. Awomabile bumper stickers supporiing the poliee showed up at Herd games. where they haf
2 dilferent meamng. They read: “I Love the Fuze.” The tcam co-caplain was a two-umc All-Amcrica honor-
able mention choice and a first leam National Independent All-Star hanoree.

Filliex. also was sclected as the state Amateur Athlele of the Year in 1976. In 1985, he was inducled imo the
Marshafl Athletic Hall of Fame. Fillies currently resides in Delaware, Ohio.

Lance Mehl (Athiete - 19705)

Fance Mehi (Bcllare High School, Class ol 1976). A three-sport wam caplain for
the Big Reds, Mchl was also an All-Valley football linebacker and bascball [irst base-
man as well as a center in baskelball.

He carned All-Ohio lfootball honars for caach Jake Qlsavsky while serang as co-
caplain of the 1975 1eam which wenl 9-1, Ele plaved 10 the Ohio North-South game in
Columbus and tumed in a sparkling defcosive cffort for the South all-stars.

Recruited by Pean Staie University lar footbatl, he was cited by coach Joc Pawwmo
and defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky as “onc of the best inside lincbackers™ ever
le» play Jor “lincbacker U".

Mehl was the leading 1aekler for the unbesien 1978 Nitany Lion leam which bowed
0 Alabama, 14-7 in lhc Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSU (rom being deelared naticnal champion. in that
game, he led Lion defenders with L7 stops, including 11 unassisied lackles.

Aler that junior season, he was named the *Man of the Year” by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
and is onc of only three college athleles to receive thal horor,

The PSU delensive co-caplan also led the Lions in tackics as a scnior and camed sccond leams All-
America honors by The Associated Press and United Press [nternational

Meh? was dralted in te NFL's third round by the New York Jels and played mne years belore s career
was cat shorl with a recurmng ke injury.

He was the Jets” leading defender rom 1982-86 before a knee tnjury, The Jels” defensive signal-caller
recorded 172 tota! tackles (105 solos and 67 assists) in 1984, [n 1983, he intcrecpted seven passes and picked
aff 15 carcer inlereeptions.

Mchl was selecied 10 the Pro Bowl alier the 1985 scason when he recorded 115 tackics, 43 assists and
three pass intcrcepuons.

Aller his NFL carcer ended, he returned lo the Okuo Valley and resides in St Clairsville.

Dee Davis (Athiete - 1980s)

Dee Davis (Wheeling Park High Schoal, Class of 1981). The lirst OVAC girls' ath-
lere W cam (irst ieam AI-W, V. honors three times s¢t Ohio Valley and stalc scoring
rccords which remain an the books alter a quarter of a century. Overall, she set three
OV and three W. Va. scoring standards.

A \hree-year Wheeling Park slandoul. she sconed a school record 1,854 points includ-
ing 716 for a 325 average as a senior. She was named state “Player of the Year™ and
caplain of the Class AAA all-staie ieam [oc the 19280 season. She scared a school-record
55 points vs. Weirton Madonna and sct a stale tournament Class AAA sconng record
which remains on the books aficr 27 years. She ialltied 43 points vs. Greenbnier East as
a sophomore in 1978, In wo stale umament games that year, she scored 76 point
including 13 of 14 [rec throws.

Dravis led Park W a state Class AAA runncr-up spol as a senior when she also charted 104 sieals, 71 assists
and ¥7 rebaunds. Afler the scasen, she was MVP in the slaie North-South game where she soered 30 poinls.
$he camed All-America mention in Sircel & Smith’s and Comerse magasines.

At Park, Dawis also starred as a picher-shonstop on e (st varaily sollball 1cams and camned afl-state
recognition frem the W. Vi Coaches Asseciation.

She signed a baskeiball scholarship to Tenngssee Tech where she played (o two scasons befone limshing
her eollege carcer al West Virgima University, [n her two seasens with the Mountaineers, she served as leam.
co-capiain in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a college basketball game. In Davis®
jurdor season, WV U recorded its second-cver 20-win scason with a 20-10 mark.

She also played basketball with a U.5. AN-Siar leam in England and seened 150 points lor a 21.4 average.

Davis has compleled her 13th year as head girls” basketball coach al her aima mater Park. She has puided
lire Patriots imo six state wumaments and won back-to-back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 and
bevame the first female 1o win the all-spoits “QVAC Coach of the Year” awand. The Wheeling resident also
coaches soflball.

Brian Swisher (Athiete - 1980s)

Brian Swisher (Sisiersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5-7. 145-pound
dynamo became the (st three-bime {irst team All-W. Va. loctball honarce i Tyler
Co‘rmy a8 he led Sistersville High o back-lo-back state Class A championships in 1980
and "81.

Swisher led the Tigers wa 13-0 record in 1981 as he setan Ohio Valley and W Va.
revord for scoring by a lincman with 26 touchdewns {recciving, rushing. returns) and
156 points. He was runncr-up for the Kennedy Award as stale pluser of the year and
was ageorded she Hunt Award as stae Lipeman of the Year,

He sct scasont and carcer pass recciving marks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 39.2
yards on kickofT returns and 20,2 yards on punt retums. L also was productive on end-around rushing plays.

Swisher, who sc1 ar OV record by cawching passes 1o 36 consccuuve games == cvery game he staried. His
career negular scason tolals were 126 reeeplions [or 2,174 yards and 23 T,

He led the OV in rogular season pass receiving yards for 1980 (68! yards on 47 caches) and 1981 (906
yards and 14 TDs on 53 receplons). As 4 sophomore, he landed 26 passes For 582 yards.

Swisher was 4 three-time All-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virginw throe umes.

[t the spring. he competed 1n uwck as a_ t00 and 200-meter spnnier, long jumper and relay member. Fle
won cight individual medals in three state Class AA mects — a [irstin the 100 a5 4 suphomore, sIX scconds
and a third, and was a member af a fist place 4% 100 relay weam. e tied a sute mect AA 1K-meter record
with a 18.9-second mark in the 1981 Inals

Ic signed a feotball scholarship with Masshall University and played Cour scasons, mncluding three vears
25 4 swarting wide recciver. He landed 106 passes [rom 1982-83 for 1,617 yards and 14 wechdowns. He was
Marshall’s leading recciver int 1963 with 32 catches for 560 y ands and three seores, Fe also was a Flerd track
sprinter.

Swisher currently resides in Tewis Cenler, Olo,




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Joey Galloway (athicte - 19905)

Joey Gatloway (Bellarre High School, Class of 1990). This Big Reds' foersports per-
former has excelled on the prep, colleg:are and professienal levels.
The mercury-hecled wide receiver was an Al-Ohio gndder [or coach John Magisiro
beiore a sparkling carcer at Ohio State Universty. Afier his Scarlet & Gray days,
Galloway was a [irst round drafl pick by lhe Scawle Scabawks of the National ball

League.

éa.lluway rewtoic the Ohio Valley record books lor pass reeciving yards with 2,332 and
touchdow n Teceplions with 27. He ended with 108 career catches. The 5-9 explusive game-
breaker helped lead the Big Reds 10 the QOVAC 3-A football tile hrs junior vear, plaving an
integral rolc 1n the 9-1 campaign, He landed 43 s for 973 yards and 13 TDs that Tall.
I({iil oway was a three-ume Al-OVAC and All-Valley honoree and was named All-Okio second 1cam in Division

as a scnior,

In basketball, he was just as donunaling as a point guard. Galloway was a siarer for three straight OVAL
charmpsonship teams for coach Geze Ammirznie. He camed Al--OVAC, All-Valley and All-Ohio henors.

The springume saw Gullowsy serve the Bip Reds as an nficlkder on the bascbil] diamond. bul 1t was un Lhe
oval where he made an even bugger impact. Gailoway claimed the state Division 11 10-meter and 200 staie sprnl
titles as a scaor

The Bellaire Buliez 1hen look his amaring whlcuc skills w Columbus, samng lor Johs Cooper on Lhe gad-
iron. He was honored as an AR-Big Ten wide recciver as a jumor——a scason in which he grabbed 47 passes for
946 yards. Elis coreer totals a1 Ohie Stale were 108 receptions for 1R%4 vards and (9 Tl§s Galloway linished
with 2.754 ull-purp(;&)wds and was (he team’s m%.z;ljn 30 1994, He was an All-Big Tea Academic henorce
n 1991, 1993 and 1994 while camed the Natomal Fooiball Foundation Scholarship in 1994, He carned a degree
n busincss/markeling.

Galloway was the cighth overall pick 12 the 1994 NFL Drali. He played (ive scasons with the Scahaw ks, catch-
ing 283 pusscs for 4,457 yards and 37 TDs. In his best season o Seattle, he collared 72 passes for 1,049 vards
and 12 TDs. He left Seatle for the Dallas Cowboys and 15 now a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Matt Gaudio (Athlete - 19905)

Maitt Gaudip (Brooke High Schoul, Class of 1991). This Muid athlele domirated
the Wesl Virginia prep hardwood as he was a foure-year starier for the Bruins,

He conctuded bis'sparkling Brooke career by being named the W, Va, “Player of
the Year™ as wel| as the Galorade statc “Player of Lhe Year” in 1991. The 6-7 forward
paced Broake to records of 19-4, 12.4, 16.7 and |1B-7 for a four-year carcer mark of
1520

Goudio was a two-time zll-state Class AAA honoree and twice named o the ail-
slale lournameni team, He averaged 17.9 points and 10.1 rebounds as a sophomore
and [oflowed thak up with a siate Class AAA-best 248 seoting norm as a junior while
averaging || rebounds.

Gaudzo capped his superb prep carcer with a brlliznt senior campaign. He averaged 24.3 points and
grabbed 13.4 rebounds 10 repeat as All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-W, Va. honors while being accorded
honorable menuon All-America. |lc was the [irst Bruin 1o carn first team all-stale in boys’ basketball,
Gaudio surpassed the 1,000 mark in carcer pounts (1.874) and career rebounds (1,108), bath Bruine records.

He apled 1o continue his acadermic and athlec carcer ar Penn State University, where he was plagued
by chronic back problems whick required surgery, In spite of the medical wees. Gaudio endurcd 1o wm
o a sohd career. During his redshirt sopkomore séason, he averaged 9.4 painls and 4.7 rcbounds a game
and was named recipiens of the Lou Lamic Most Inspirational Player Award

The following vear, he served as student assislant coach while compleung his Bberat arts degree with
an emphasis on archilccture, He returned 1o play as a senicor and was séeond on the tam in wiring with
a 131 averaped wihnle ¢ollecied 6.4 rebounds & game duning a 21-7 record season

Cal Giffin (OvaC ‘Family”)

Cal Giffin (Bellwre High School, Class of 1947}, Onc of the legendary ligures
nvolved in the s| n.ofhlg,gh schoot rack and eross coentry i the OVA%:.

Dunng ks 17 years employed as a teacher and coach tn the Bellaire City Schoo)
Distniet, Gilfin was one of the ounders and the director of the famed Betlatre Relays.
Dunng its 52-ycar hustory, the Bellwre Relays altracied many of Ohio’s greatest athletes
to the Nefson Field. AL one ume. the Bellaire Relays was recognized as the second-
largest track event in Lhe Buckeye Sune. His teams won fve OVAC and district track
chamgonships, During hus reign. the Big Reds won S8 dualfiriangular track mecls. Also
while at Bellaire, b served as an assisant caach in football and basketball.

Giflin™s time-consuming work and contributions o the Ohio Valley Athlclic
Confgrence included a werm asgrcsxdc,:\( (1973-74) and commussioner of the Tootball and basketball officials.
He directed many major OVAC track meets and w honor hus cfforns, the leaguc championshsps in track and
field were renamed as the OVAC Cal Gillin Classic, He was 4 member of the Eastern Dustriet of the Ohio
Athletic Board, the Ohio High School Couches Assoctation, the Ohio Football Couches Assoctation and the
Nauoral Collegiate Track and Field Coaches Association. He was vowed into Lhe Oho Siae Track Coaches
Hall of Famc in 1972, Giflin was presenied two awards of ment from the OHSAA and, lollowing bus death in
1975, Be was selected for a posthumous Alumni Achicvement Award by West Liberly State College. GilTin
served the Eastern Ohio Coaches Associatuon as presadent as well as being Lhe stawe vice president for the Olig
Associabon of Track Coaches.

Athlctically, Cal was a Lhroc-sport letterman {footbal!, baskelball and track) ai Bellaire Eligh. He played on
the first Big Reds’ foolball tcam to win an OVAC championship ([946), He also played in the Ohio-West
Virgind All-Star Football Game 1n 1947, GulTin’s carcer alse led him to the Martins Ferry School Dhstnict
where he was the supervisor of elementary and sccondary education. From there, he bocame the principal of
St Clairsville High Schoal and later served as super dent of the St Clarsville-Richiand School District.
He received kis B.A. i Education from West Liberty in 1951 and his Master of Ans Degree 1 schoal admin-
istrauon from WYL in 1967.

Ron Mauck (ovAC ‘Family’)

Ron Mauck {Andgzorat Lhgh Schonl, Class of 19548, Fowcalor, admessumlor, coms
reamay leader . has been director of the OVAC Wresiling Tournament, vne of the
iargesl bigh schood events of 15 ind in Ui enlire coumiry, since 1574 Thas highly-r
ol champroerdiap was renamed as the Ron Mauck OVAC Wensling Tourmnasenl 1n

5 5:31': of the lae Tieorge Kovalick, an OWALC | fall of Famer asd considered wr be Lhe
alri of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck alse established the conler-
wnce’s dual meel champonship siandings i 1971 and direcied five W.Va, state louma-
ments at the Wheeling Civie Center (now WesBanco Arena). Three umes, he served as 2
volunteer on the stafl for NATA and NCAA Division {1 champronships (hosled by West
Libery State College! held :n Wheeling. In addition 1o bus dutics with the conflcrence mat
loumament, Mauck was a long-ume member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Chanuy AL
Sar TFeotball Classic. He was assisiam pamg direeor and Jawer sened as game director Itom 1993 through 1998,

The Bndg High and Woest Liberty Stale Collc%c graduate, who camed his master’s 1n safely education,
began lus waching and coaching career in 1965 a1 Fellansbee High School where he staned Lhe school's varsi-
1y wresthing program and coached the school's onfy indiv idual siate champon (Lou Daly) Wihile at Foliansbec.
Mauck coached John Craug, a lirst-lime wrester as a semior im 1965 whoe wenl on 1o become an All-Amencan
al West Liberty and Tater was ame of the ared’s ostsiaading coaches before becaming an admumistrator. When the
consalidated Brooke | ligh School apened 1n 1968, Ron was named La coach the wreslling leam where he lutored
the Bruins’ first West Virginia mat champ in Jim Suddoth. Before reunng afler a 3d-year carcer in education,
Mauck served Brooke as direcior of the school's Driver's Fducation Deparimens, Phvaical Plant Dircctor,
Assistanl_Athlebe Director and Athleuc Dircctor, In addition W having the OVAC Wreslling Tournament
renamed it his honor, Mauck &lso was geesenied the "Mt Mar™ Award In 1983, He was named the W, Va
Wresthing Coaches Man af Lhe Year (1 - and received citon awards {rom the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan Club (1985 and 1997); W. Va. Athletc Dareclor of Lthe Year (1995). Mauck wice was selecled
Warwoaod Lions Citzen of the Year, winner of the H.V. Coreavan, St Award (2001) and 2 member of the Breoke
ounty Wall i Fame 12006). He is pasi president of the W. Va. Safely Associauon, the Bridgeport Alumn: and
Warwood Juniar High Athlctic Association,

Boyd Nelson (Media)

Boyd Nelsor (Bellaire High Schoal, Class of 1945). Nelson spent 41 years as a
ﬁlaﬁomgraphcr with The Times feader i Martins Forry. Follow stalTers and fnends

ve called hum a pioncer, a logend and, perhaps. the greaicst goodwill ambassadar
1a the sewspaper's husiory. His work behiod the camend, aveording to many ancu high
school couches, help bring the sports waorld alive Lo the readers of The Times Leader.

Nelson, a quiet, unassuming man, let hus camera do hus alking for lum, No assign-
ment was loo brg nor too menial for Nedson, who had the epportunily to take picturcs
of seven L.5. presidents [rom Harry Traman though Rona.mcagan. Nclson chron-
cled nearly every major happerung throughout the Ohio Valley and was a lamiliar
and much-welcome lace al high school, college and profcssianal games and matches
[rom the siart of his career 1k the late 1940s unti his retrement tn 1988, As was ponesd out @ e ime of
tus death 1n 2003. there wasn'l a gymnasium. lootball ficld or bascball diamond in The Times Leader's cov
crage arca where Nelsor didn ™t caplure the exploats ol athleles of all agf;,and abnliues, Among the future
Ra cssional greats be covered mneluded baseball halt of famers Phit Nickro and Bill Maserosks: basketball

It of famer John Havhicek, Joe Nickro, Tim Spencer. Olvmpte wrestier and coach Bobby Douglas and
Allan Homyak, just a Lo mention a few:

Boyd's devolion to his work alse made hum a role maodel and an :n;plmucm lo aspinng and scasoned pho-~
l?Fr._iphcrs altke. Nclson shunned the imclight throughout his lifc despitc the urgings of co-waorkers and
aumirers W enter s pietures in stalewide competton. As a result, he was by passed Tor many wwards thay
casily would have come his way. However. Limted Press Intematonal began presentng awards 10 acwspa-

r and magavine pholographers in the early 1970s and the very first honoree was nonc other than Boyd
~clsen. When The Times Leader published a pictonal history ol Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was dedi-
cated 1o Nelson, a lifclong Belmont County resident He began hes carcer followang a sunten the ULS. Navy.
He served a sunt in the Phalippines dunng World War 1L After relurmng home, Nclson auended Ohio
Lniversity for a year, Howeer, alter being hired as a summer inicm by The fimes Leader, he never returned
10 college and made photography his et profession.

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Coaches)

Paul “Bud” Billiard {Welisburg High School. Class ol 1959). Head coach ai Brooke
Ifigh School for 23 scasons {1979-2001) where hie sompiled & record of 183 wins, 79
defets amd [ tie. Denmg this span, Billiard’s Bruins wom Wnee West Virgissa Tlass
AAA maic champiceships — 1985, {987 and 1990, iis 1987 and '90 powcrhouscs
recorded perfeet rocord scasons and both were sasonally rasked. The | team fim-
tsied 2568 im she country while the 1990 squad ended up in 2rd place. [n 1994, Brookc
alsa ended the campaign with a 1040 record but lost in the state playofTs. Fifieen of kis
23 Bruin wcams purucigalcd in the ﬁos:-mn playofls and seven made the suwe cham-
gfon.ship game, Also, Billiwd coached the green und gold w seven OVAC Class AAAA

ivision championships. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charily All-Suar
Football games and in three West Virginia .\’orlh-Si:ulh Games. He was among the founding members and
past president of he Obwo Valley Foatbal! Coaches Association for whom he also was chatrman of the

roup’s annual awands ianer. He also assisted in organizing the OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights.
gx'..ia:d's Brooke coaching cancer also included cight veurs as an assistant in football, twa years as a wresting
assislant. six years as head wrestling coach and three years as head wrack coach. Prior 1o Brooke. he spent
four y cars as an assistant in football at Wheeling Central, two years as a volunieer assisiant in wrestling and
three years as head track coach.

Wiule atlending Wellsburg High School, he played lour vears of foelball and letered three yoars, scrving
as team captain in 1938, He played baschall three sears, caming (wo letters. AL West Libernty State Cullc[gc.
Billiard was a four-vear varsily lettermar 1n football playing ongboth the oflensive and defensive lines. Alter
hss jumior sgason, he camed Nitst-team AlL-WVIAC laurels.

Among tis awards arc: Ohio Valley, OVAC and Wesl Virginia Coach ol the Year: Lpper Ghio Valley
Dapper Das Man of the Year; Carl Hamll Coaching Award; Sicubenville Moose Lodge Coach ol the Year;
West Liberty State Colicge Athlete Hall of Fame; 2005 Chio Valley Foolball Cosches Hull of Fame inductiee;
H V. Coreoran S Award (or the Brooke lootbal! program bnnging nauonal attention Lo the Ohto Vailey: and
# 2005 remprent of the West Virgima Athleuc Coaches Assovianon's Renred Coaching Award.

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Coaches)

Richard “Lefty” Hall {Bumcsvilie High Schoal, Class ol 19591 Hall was one of
sz most successial iwo.spon coaches (baschall/godT} in OVAC histary, campiling a
whopping |,118 viclurics aver a 34-ycar span.

He begas kis buschull coacking carcer &1 Pow hinan High Schowl fur u year belure
ukiag the same post 2 81. Clairsvifle Hagh Schootl. In his 33 vears with the Red
Devils {1969-2001), his leams amassed an cwlstanding 515-320 record.

Wil “Lefty " calling the shots from the degueat, 51 Claswille won seven OVAD
championships and made five Ohio Righ Sciool Aleue Associanns reganal s
nament appearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced
ta the state tournament “Final Four™ im 1997, 8¢, Clairsville also won live Eastern e Baschall Leagoo
uties under ilafl’s guidance.

Hali as named OVAC Coach of the year in {991 and recesved ihe same accolade [ram the Eamiern
Tastriet three umes, 1990, 1995 and 1947, He #bus served as onc «f the coaches in the Muzums All-Sear
Serics in 1997, A true baseball “junkee,” Hall was inducied 24 the Ohia §ligh Schonl Baseball Coaches
Hall ef Famc in 1996 and was named the Cen Basche'l Hall of Fame “Man of the Year™ in 1999

Hall coached six players who signed prufessional baschall coniracts, the list incleding Gemry Cralt
Gene Catlane, Ted Rose. Scoul Harmhouse, Joe Slavik and foe Dudek

In goll. “Lefty™ coached St. Clairsville fow 27 years (19742000} _ fimishing with 2 601123 recond. He
had threc unbealen tcams and also wiored hise squisly Ikl advanced o Use Cihisr stade wurpamesd. The
Red Devils also collected 14 QVAC poill chamgmanshaps.

Hall. a hfe-long resident of Bamesville, letered in Seseball and (rack while purformmp lor (e
Shamrocks. He gradunted frem Ohio Universily.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Warren Pugh (officials)

Warren “Nookie” ggh Lg;hc Linsly School, Class ol 1920). The Whetling [sland
resident who ded tn 1983 at the age of 81 served the coaching and officiating profcssian
ver{ well and also was an outslanding contribulor to his commilice.

As an official, Pugh scrved as a {ootball and baskethall releree for aver 40 years, [n
{innball, he wocked in both high school and collcEc.. lnclpdlr])*; the WesL Virginia
[ntercollcgate Athletic Conference and West Virginia University, Fiu and Penn Stale. A
baskethall olTicial for mare than 40 years, Pu%ofﬁuawcl‘ high scl and colloge con-
tests. In (933 and 1934, he workesd the entire West Visginia sizse high school basketball
tournameal, fus partners being Judge Paul Camillew the [irst year and Dink Westlall the
\cmnddw Pugh and John Gott of Blucficld blew Lhe whisllc for all || games of the
first WVIAC 1oumament beld in 1935 at Faismont, Pugh served as president of both the .
Ohio Valley Board of Foolhall and Baskeiball Olficials. e aiso was the referce of the famed Bellaire Relays
Tor many ycars and was laler named as the meet's honorary referee. He was also bonored For bs service by the
Shadyside Reiays and the West Vieginia Scoondary School Activiies Commussion. Pugh conducted oflicials’
climcs in scveral sports and wrolc a ncwsfaﬁcr scncs on officialng, Pugh also was a Rod Cross Instruion in watey
safety and bfe-saving (or over 50 vears. In s youth, he was recognized as a Ln-siate diving champion and was
known @ many ¢ 1n Wheeling lor diving 4lF the Suspension Bndge o the Ohie River: He perfarrned
et leat for the Frst ume on Labor Day duﬂnﬁhc stale fair el when ke was a weenager. He repeated Lhat dive
on several other occasions dunng his youth, He coached swimming al his alma mater The Linsly School for
nearly thee decades, gurding the Cadéls 1o 36 OVAC champienships, sncluding 25 1n a row:

Pu%h wars also 4 tremendaus athlete, cspecially as a loolball player. He atie Alderson-Broaddus College
1z Philippt [or two years and played football before transfemng 16 Davis & Elkns College where was a stellar
‘ullback and center Tor Half of Fame Coach Cam Henderson. Simee cligibility nles never really exisied in Lhose
days, Pugh played four sears at D&E His community service included 15 vears as Wheeling’s Recreauon
Direetor, two Lerms as Ofio County ShenlT and six years as an Ohwo County Commissioner. Pugh was mduct-
cd inlo the West Virginia Spods Hill of Fame (1980), the Ohio Valley Dagper Dan Hall of Fame (1984) and
now the Ohio Valley Athleuc Conference Hall of Fame.

Bob Gain (Athtete - 19405)

Bob Guin (Weir High School, Class of [1947). An all-ume grow on the hugh schoal
college and professional levels, he started hus football carcer for the Red Riders and
twice carned first tcam All-OVAC honors as a lineman and was honored on the 1946 All
W.Va. sclections.

In 1969, he was selecled as a "Modem Era® defensive lackle on an All-Time Chio
Valley lootbalf team sclected by The Intelligencer newspaper. In 2003, he was honored
on an All-Time W.Va, high school 1eam selected by The Fairmont Times newspaper.

Al Weir High, he was the Tuegest all-statc honoree o 6-2, 210-pourds unel was o wao-
way tackle as well as handling punting and kickoff dutics. [Tis late coach Carl §amill
never singled out his best Red Rider Mootball product bul always stariod Bs list with Gain, a {our-year slaster
and his most hanored prolégé.

Gain 15 regarded as the greatest lineman in Universay of Kenwcky, where he was a throestime All-
Southcastern Conference honoree and a two-lime first team All-Amenca choice 1 1949 and 1950 As a sen-
101, he won the Quland Trophy as the pation's outstanding lineman, the fist from the SEC so honored, end
one of only two from the Ohia Valley. The olber Qutiand Trophy honuroe was the University of lowa's Calvir
James rom Steubenville High. Plaving for 1k legendan Paul “Bear” Bryant a1 Kentucky, the Wildcats were
33-10-2 in Gain’s lour scasons and he was co-captain of the 10-] rocord team thal upset mational champlon
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Gain was the No. 5 chvice — the highest ever lor an QVAC athlele — in
the first round of the 1951 NFL Drall by the Green Bay Packers, However, he opted for Ouawa an the CFL.
before staring 2 12-year NFL carcer with the Cleveland Browns. The live-time Pro Bowler was a starter on
three NFL chammonshup tcams under legendary vouch Paul Beown in 1954, 1955 and 1964,

The Cleveland area resident has been inducied 1nlo scven Halls of Fame — College Footbatl, West Virginia
Sports, Upper Ohuio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akron Halls and Cleveland
Browns™ Lepgends Hall

Phil Niekro (Athlete - 19505

Phil Niekro (Bridgepon High School, Class of 1957). The Baseball Hall of Famer gol
tus athlene start with the Bulldogs where he was a three-sport performer. Besudes buse-
ball. he was a [ootball cnd and basketball lorward and a Llcammate of [cllow OVAC Hall
of Famer John Havlicck

Nicknamed “Knucksic™ because of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he leared
from his lzther, Niekro was a four-year Bulldog pilcher with a 17-1 career secord. His
only loss was 141 o Tilionsville in 1954, his lreshman year, whee Tellow Baseball and
OVAC Hall of Famer Bill Maseruesks hit the geme-winning home rur. The 1955 Bulldog
team shared the East Ohio League title with Martins Ferry. In 2 9-4 Ohio soclional wour-
nament win aver SU John's, Nickro won Lhe game in relicf and belied a iwo-run smgle. Bndgeport, however,
was halled in the [nals by Shadyside, a lcam twice defcaled by the Bulldogs. [n 1956, Nickroand the Bulldogs
defeated Steubenville Central, 7-1. in the Class A district lournament alier sectional wins over Bamesvilic and
51 Clairsville. Brdgepan bowed to East Liverpoal in the district (inals. As a senior, Nickro tossed a four-hil-
ter ind struck oul 1910 a 4-2 win over Steubenville Cenral for the OVAC Ohiowside Lile. He carlier hurled an
%2 win over Hast Liverpool in the Class AA disirict sermfinals. Unbeaien Sieubenville Central halted
Bridgeport, 61 in the [inals.

Nickro, wha also played (o the Bodgeport Legion wam and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, was
signed by the Milwaukee Bruves Tor a $500 bonus at a 1958 tryowt camp in Bellaire.

In 1964, he started a 24-year major leagut career with she Braves, New York Yankess, Cleveland [ngians
and Toromto Blue Jays. He bad a 318-274 carcer record while appearing in 864 games and striking out 3,342
batters, cighth on the all-ime charts. He hurled a no-hilter and wan five Gold Gloves and was named to live
All-Stur tcams. The Braves honored him by crecting a bronze statue in [ront of their home sladiur and. in
19977, he was ducted into the Baseball 1Hall of Fame. He resides 1n the Adania arca.

Lee Patrone (Athtete - 1950s)

Lee Patrone (Bellare High School, Class of 1956). For S0 years, Patrone was the all-
time feading carcer scorer in Big Reds® hustory with 1,842 points in three scasons. He led
Bellaire High to three straight sectional titles with wonelost marks of |84, 20-3 and 19-
4 while avernging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.% pounts per game cach scason. Fis 27.1 point carcer
average remains a school record.

The wo-time first 1cam AllWOVAC hkonorec, and an All-Ohio irst weam hoouree by
The Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 career games over
20 points, including all 23 as a senior, and he had 28 straight games in which he scored
aL lcast 20 poies.

He lallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final game while playing with an injured led
against Martins Ferry in the district toumament title game. Ferry provailed. 91-87. while surviving u lurping
Patront’s heroics. Earhier, against a Bridgepor team [caluring Basketbail and OVAC Hull of Famer John
Havlicek., he converted 25 goals. His 299 gouls 1 4 season remains a schoal standurd.

Alier a briel sy al Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guard cnrolled a1 West Virginia Uneversity in 1957 and led
the 1958 (reshman wam in scoring with @ 20-poot non. A member of the 195 NCAA runncr.up leam led by
All-American Jerry West, be was socond w0 West 1n 1960 1eam sconing with a 14.2 per game norm and was
named to three all-lounament reams: NCAA regional, Southesn Conlerenee and University o Kemtucky A
Virginia sportswriter deseribed him as “good enough 10 be cocky and cocky cnough to be good.”

As a serior, he was a third teum Atl-Amenca honoree by Helms Foundation. He ended hus career with 1,028
ponnls = Lhen seventh best in WVU hrstory.

After graduation, he taught and ecached [ive scasons at Wintersville High School where his finst 1969 tcam
wenl 14-d and 1972 icam was 16-4. Afier reunsng, be reloecated w s current bome in Flonda.

Bob Hummel (Athiete - 1960s)

Bob Hummell (Moundsville I'ggh Schoot, Class of 1966), This 611 3 guard was a
scoring machunc for Moundssille High School before taking his vast hoop talents Lo West
Virginia Universily.

Hummell fimished his siellar four-year prep carcer with 1,941 points, gond for 2 226
per game average. That average still ranks sixth among Class AAA plasers in the stae.

His senior year was ane lor the record books at tie Marshall County school. He poured
in 897 poanis in 25 games for a 359 average, which 15 ued for the highest average in
Class AAA archives.

Morcover, hus sconng anues translawed into cam success as Moundsvitle fimshed as
state nunnenap in Class AAA, the school's Mirst state final since 1920, Hurmmell torched
Richwoxd for 45 markers in the state sermlinal game. He eswblished the Movedsville single-game sconng
mark with 53 points in a win agunst Follansbee. Hummell was choscn as Lhe West Virginua “Player of the Year™
by the Morgantown Touchdown Club while also being ramed captain of the Class AAA ali-slatc tcam, all-
OVAC and Scholasuc Coach All-Amenca He also was a top-naich haschall player for Moundsville, carning
seeond-leam all-stawe honors 4 a piicher

Following his gionous stay at Mourdsville, Hummell yoined the W VU hoop squad and he wasied o Lime in
making hispresence felt. Hummelf ted the WYL [rosh teum im sconng with a 24.2 average, meludimg a 45 -
potnt outbursl agamst Mary land and 41 aganst Duguesnse, In those dans, freshman were incligible by NCAA
rules [rom playing on the varsuy level

He went on o average 12.9, 3.5 and 14.0 pornts a game the following three seasons, all of which he served
the Mo % o a starter, 1| was lmlh:am's caplain h senior scason.

Hurtrmed] tetaled 1137 ponts in hus WYU caseer, placing him seventh in sehool nnals at the ume bus carcer
ended 1n 1970. he was an adept free throw shooler, hilting aL an 80.7 ¢hp for lns career. Hummell — who had
14 games of 20 or more points = was selected 1o the [966-75 ail-ume WYL hoop team.

Harry Wilson (atblete - 19605)

Harry Wilson (Steubenville High Schoul. Class of 1963). This former Big Red star
ranks with the elite running backs in OVAC history

His gndiron carcer a1 Sieubenville was nothing short of speclacular, Fis ablity w0
carry Lhe [ootball look him W a staming rele at the University of Nebraska and a short
stnt with the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles.

The 5 (1. 11, 190-pounder was also a safcty and kick retumer for Big Red, but
rushing the football 1s what Wilson did best.

He camed the Big Red loa 9.1 mark his scnior scason. 2 campasgn in which the  [ERER =
Jefferson County charges pockeied a prised 14-8 win over heralded Massillon. Wilson e -
paced the Ohio Yalley 1 both rushing vasds and scoring with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The
larmer standarel 15 a modemn day school record [or a 13-game campaign.

His achievements gamered him Ohio “Back of the Yeas” desigration by both the AP and LP! e Class AA,
which wus the largest class buck then. He was named fiest icam all-Otuo and # Seholasue Coach All-American.
Wilson was almost as dominating his jumor vear. The “Steubenstlle Swmper” rushed lor 1,586 vards and
scored 28 1ouchdowns and 168 points ir: 10 games. He was selected first team all-Ohbuo by AP as a sufety whle
alsa carming all-OVAC and ajl-Valley laurels.

Wilson — who was also nicknamed “Lighthorse”— cnjoyed & sparkling caneer a Nebraska. He led the
Cormhuskers :n rushing his jumor and semor seasons, Minshing s carcer with 1,702 yards and a stellar 5.0 per
CAITY ZYCRIEE.

He was named unammous all-Big Eight as & senior and burorable menuon All-Amerea by UP! He has the
distmetion of playing in thees mager bow | games —Cowon, Orange and Sugar.

Alier hus plaving days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected i the third round of the 1967 NFL draft by Lhe
Eagles He speat three years with the leam as a backup runming back and kack returner.

Ed Burgy (Athletc - 1970s)

Ed Burgy (Beliare High School, Class of Z':".'lgl This former Big Reds' siar remains
the measuning for prep baschall greainess in the Ohio Valley.

While also smn*inﬁ n football and basketball at the Guernsey Street schoal, Burgy
distungwshed himscll as arguably the preoier prep buscball player in QVAC annals.
Whilehis baschall staisstics are smggcnh:ﬁ. he accomplishcd them in just Lhree scasons
45 Bellaire High dud not stun 2 bascball progrum unul Burgy's sophomore scason
Knoewn far his overpowenng piiching prowess, Burgy was also a iremendous shosistol
and power{ul hiter  Burgy ciched his named in Bellaire Hhgh, Omo Valley and OHSA
record books, The 1hn:c?‘(=u All-Valley [irst-team: honoree compleled his prep carcer
with a 20-5 record, sl the most wins cver by a Big Reds” pitcher. He owns the carcer
strikeoul mark with 326 (in fu“ 175 inmings) and the single-scason strikeoul standurd of
128, While posseswing néarly-unhitiable hea, he alse owned greal control The wlented nphu-hander walked
1ust 31 benters in his carcer and wenl cight sirnghl games without 1ssuing a basc on bails. He carved oul stale
records with a minuscale 0,13 ERA for a scason and an .63 for a carcer, His third OMSAA record was
or hurling |16 shulouts Borgy also sct an Ohio Valley mark with 23 sirikeouls an a [dannmg no-hitter
versus River, He was also a deadly huier. Burgy owns Bellaire [1igh rocoeds for hits in a game (6). Lnples in
a scason (B and carcer Inples {12

Burgy also was u slellur, lour-ycar lootball performer {or cuaches Rudy Sharkey and Juke Olsuvsky He was
a slastizsg sunning back unis! hys semor scason: Olsavsky opied 1o swilch ur;ig o quarnerback, a move that pad
elf dividends. Buzgy heiped guide the Reds to an 8-1-1 scason, lowing only o Marietta {12-0) while tying

nterss e (Ui} He was joined in the backlield by Ron Lec, who went on to fame with WL/ the
Balumore Colts. Burgy was'a mualu-Lalenied hoopster. Sarung lor three scasons, he poured in 1,197 potnts, a
tolal that sull ranks seventh oa the aZl-ume school sconng card. [t wus second only 1o legendary Lee Patrone
whea Busgy bung uF the Big Red sncakers. e was a firsi«tcam Adl-Vallcy Big School honorec lus sophomenc
and jumor seusons. He cxplidded in his semor campaign for a 21 2 per game average.

Burgy was a sixth-round drall chowce of the New York Mets an sﬁnl three years in the Mels' Tarm sysiem,
£g| tn Virginia flowed by a slop 1n Pompano (Fla.h and Memphis He had 13" wins iz oae scason and [anned

T ONG game.

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 1970s)

Bruce Smith (Maruns [erry High Schoal, Class of 1976). He s al the op of the list
when it comes (o distance running as a foqr-ume Ohio state champron who sei countless
meet, vallcy and schoul revords along the way,

In cross country, Smith was a three-ume Al-Ohion (1973, *74 and '75). caplunng
Tirsh place 4t the state meet 10 both his jumor {5:43.0) and senior ($:33.4) scasons afler
pacing sevenih [10:03.0) as a sophxomare. {5 ume in 1975 was ihe slawe record at the
ume.

As both a jumor and semor, he also Fasshed first in the sectional, distnet, OVAC and
Belmont Courny meels and finished undefcated both ycars. As a sophomore, he was
scoomd in the sccuonal, distnet and county meet and third i the OVAC.

He was a three-ume All-Eastern District and All-Valley honorec in cross country as weil.

In rack, Smith camed All-Ohue stalus Lwo umes (1975, “76). winming the stale champonship i the wo-
mile run both ycars. He posted a ime of 9111 as a sentor afler wanming in 9:31.1 as a jumor. He lso placed
seventh al the state evenl as a sophomore (9:39.9)

ile lirshed first in the secuonal and distnct meets all three years, winning the county event twicc and
lanushing as runnee-up once, In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mule run and fieshed third in the 880-
sard run as a semar; and caplured the Iwe-mile run as both a sophomaore and junior

Smuth garncred All-Eastern Distnet and All-Valley laurels threc umes in track

In the two sporis at Maruns Ferry, Smith was part of lour undefcated 1eams, Lhree sectional and distnet
championship leams, onc OVAL championship tcam and livee OVAC runner-up teams.

Smith was also 4 leng-lime competlor 16 mast arcs ruad maces, moluding severul years a5 the wop local
runner tn the Elby’s Distance Race (now the Ogden 20K Classic)
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Wendy Baker (Athlete - 19505)

Wendy Baker (:asi Liverpool |ligh Schoal, Class ol 19891, A tmo-sport sandow far
the Lady Pauers, excelling in both baskethall and sofiball.

On the court, she was a four-year varsity performer, beconung the first player in
schoel hstory 10 exceed 1,000 earcer points, Ninistung with 1,127 1allies, As a senior,
she averaged 21.5 poants per game, Baker also exeelled deflensively, posung 291 carcer
sicals including 135 as a senior,

As a senior, she was a second Leam all-Ohio Division | selection who was sclected to
play in the McDonald's All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A,
Distriet 5. Division [ ang All-Columbiana County “Player of the Year”. She was ulso an
AlL-QVAC and All-Easiern District first eam choice as a junior and an all-District honarable
pick as a sophomore

On the diamond, Baker's earcer priching numbers ineluded 49 viclones and 226 sinkeouts and A00-plus
batting arcrage. Her senior scason numbers included a lofty 477 avcrage along with some impressive
pitching numbers — 19 viclories, 117 strikeouls and 2 0.54 ER.A. She batted .483 as a junior with 32 RBI
und had 109 piiching wins, regisiering 109 sirikeouts and a 177 ERA. As a sophomore, she hil 422,

Baker's safthall all-star honars included two-time All-Ohio ([rsl team as a senior, second leam as 2
junior); and two-time AL-OVAC Class 4-A.

$he anended Wheeling College and pleyed basketball for two scasons, scoring 882 points and posting 182
steals dunng thal time. She gaioed fir team All-West Virginia Inereollegiate Athletic Conlerence hanors as
a sophomorc alter paiming honorable mention as a [reshman.

mention

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete - 1980s)

Dennis Swearingen (Maruns Ferry High School, Class of 1982). He ¢armed 10
varsity leners in four spens. making fus biggest marks in fooiball and basketball.

In football, he was a Lhree-year letierman as sla.n.ini.qumcrrback!dcfcmivc back,
amassing 1.616 %ur(b pasving and 890 yards mshm% while leading the Purpic Riders
10 a combined 21-9 record, including a'spotless 10-D mark in his sophomore scason
Ferry's first perlect record in iol‘gm On delense, he was credited with 125 ackles
and il pass iniereeptions, He was a iwo-ume [irst 1cam AP All-Ohio Class AA
deflensive back, carning second weam all-star honors from LP1 both years as well. e
also garmercd first team All-OVAC Class AAA, All-Easiern Disinct Class AA and All-
Valley honors Iwice, Following his senior season, Sweanpped was mamed a =3 :
Ceniennan Prep All-American, an Upper Ohie Valley Dapper Dan Club special honoree 2nd panicipaied ia
the OVAC Charity All-Star Foolball Game. }

In baskeiball, wca.nnEcn was a threg-year starier and 1,000-point carcer scorcr and he was u key mem-
ber of Ferry's squad which posted a 20-5 record and advanced le the Ohio Class A A regianal finals in Athens
in 1982, Scenng 14.7 poinls per game as a senior, he was named [irst tcam All-OVAC Class AA A {capain},
All-Distnict 12 and All-Vallev as well as second team All-Eastern Disirict Class AA_ He played i both the
OVAC and District 12 All-Star Games. As :{'uninr. Swearingen averaged [8.9 poinls per game and was
named (irst icam AI-OVAC Class AAA and Al -Dhsingt [2. second team All-Eastern Dhstnet Class AA and
thurd ieam: Adl-Valiey.

Swearingen also was a threc-year lelterman in baseball, caming Al-OVAC Class AAA honors iwice. He
50 Ieticred in track s a senior
Swearingen went on Lo a sicllar foura‘omr loolball career ai Ohix

i i beats” all-lime passing lis

Universily, gradualing in {986 and posi-
tioning himsell in the top live on the t in 10 categories (through 2005). He is
sceond 1n pass altempls in a game (57) and scason PS})):_&nrdm pass complcuons lor a game (31) and sca-
son (195) as well as TD passes for 2 season (13); fourth in yards passing for a game (3§%). seasan (2,056}
and carcer (3,267) as well as pass anempts {569) and complel:ons (312) lor a carcer; and fifth in carcer pass-

ing yards (3.267).

Jeff Snedegar (athiete - 1990s)

Jeff Snedegar (Buckeye Tra:l High School, Class of 1995). He put up lofu
numbers during his four-year gndiron carcer, culminating in his scleclion as the AP
All-Chio Division ¥ Olfensive Player of the Year and finishing as runner-up in lhe
seling for Ohig's “Mr, Foutball” award following his senior season,

A6 .3, 210-pound four-ycar lctterman at quarterback and fincbacker for Lhe
Warriors, he racked up 7,000 vards offensively registered 673 1ackles on delense.
He also camed seeond wam All-Ohio following his sophomoere and junior years and
was & three-lime All-Eastern Dhstrict and All-OVAC sefection.

As a senior, he led Tral 1o ats first and anly OHSAA playolT appearance (the
Warriars {imshed with an 11-2 overall record, winning 1wa games before losing in the
Duvision V state semilinals lo Wellsville). That year. he passed for what was then a seheol record 1769 yards
while rushing for 1,621 yards (or a combined total of 3,390 yards. He participsted in 212 defensive siops as
a senar,

Snedegar was alsa a threc-year letlerman in basketball (he didn't play as a junior), linishing fourth on
Trail's all-ime scoring list with 834 poinis and third in carcer rebounding with 561, He averaged 6.1
Pints per game as a senior, earning special memion AP All-Ohio as well as first leam: All-Eastern District
and All-OVAC, . o

The 2000 Buckeye Trail Hall of Fame inducice went on 0 a siellar carcer al the University of Kentucky
(1996.99), caming lour lelters as an outside lincbacker. As a [reshman, he had 42 iackles, sizred three games
and was numed the outstanding special leams” player and he Tollowed that up with 97 tackfes as a sipho-
more. Snedegar had 63 wckles and four sacks as & sunior, helping Kentucky 10 an Quiback Bowl berth where
he recorded 11 tackles in a loss to Ponn State University. In hus final year al UK, he had 84 uckles, four sacks
and 1wo intereeplions, caming him delcnsive MVP honors. He was selecied Lo the All-Southeast Conference
squad and was named (o the All-American Farm Foowball Team by Suceessful Farming Magavinc.

Sncdegar was signed by the Miami Dolphins of the NFL in 2000 as an undralied [vee agent,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Bill West (Athlete - 1990s)

Billy West  (Buckeye Local High School, Class of 1993). He made his biggest
impact on ke football ficld, eamning All-Chio honors three times, including twicc asa
[irsy leam selection.

Waest also was a three-ume All-OVAC selection (1990 91 and '92) and a three-lime
All-Eastem District pick (irst (cam in "91 and "92, sevond eam in "90), He also par-
ticipaied in the Rudy Mumley/OVAC Chanty All-Star Fooelball Classic lollowing his
seniar scason.

Aler siarting as 4 freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite
missing (wo-plus games Gue o injury, he pul up same nltra-impressive aumbers at the
newly-consolidated Buckeye Local High Sehool,

He finished with what still slands as a school-record 4,658 yards, ineluding a singl¢-season clTort of1.846
yards a5 a semor. He also had 1,719 yands us 4 junior and 1,093 as a sophomore. He also owns six of the lop
seven individual game rushing records at Buckeye Local, headed by a whopping 335-vard gamc against
Martins Ferry in 1991 {sccond all-timc).

West scored 352 points on the gndiron, :neluding 152 1r his final scason.

Dring his three years with the Panthers, the team compiled a 28-4 combined record (92 an 1990,10-1 :n
1991 and S-1 in 1992), making the plavolls iwicc and narrowly missing on a third.

‘West also leucred three years in track and two in basketball for the Panthers.

He was a four-yer letterman at the Unaversity of Puusburgh, starung lor three years and caming Al-Big
East “Offcnsive Player of the Year™ honors as a sophomore (1994) alier replacing All-Amencan talback
Curtis Martin in game wo and rushiog for 1358 yards, [if<h on thc all-umc singlc-scason rushung Iist. A
Panther Lei-caplain as a scnior, West [imshed as the school's fourth all-time lcading rusher with 2803 yards.

Donna Joseph (OVAC ‘Family”

Donra joseph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC
track and cross counlry community [or three decades, she also coeched girls track and
boys and girls cross countiy at alma mater Shadyside High School from 1983.98.

A registered track and £ross couniry official for 3Q years, she siarled working Cal
Gilltn OVAC Track Meets in the carly 1970s and continues (o serve as dircetor of
the Class A-AA meet, o posilion she started in the mid-1980s.

She currently is chairperson of the OVAC Track Commitice with over 15 ycars on
the board and is co-chairperson of the GVAC Cross Country Commitiee with over
20 vears of service with the group.

A recipient, along with husband Buieh Jaseph, of the Cal Gilfin OVAC Track Service Award, she also
has been scuve with the Qhio Association of Track and Cross Counlry Coaches.

She is presenlly the secretary and membership chairperson of the OAT&CCC and serves an Lhe
Exccutive Board of the statewide organization, Donna ard Buteh handle the registration for the annual
lrack ctinic atiended by an csumaled 1,700 coaches,

She scrved as Mecl Manager [or the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohie hosied the event at Ohio
Wesleyan College and also scrved as Ohio coach when the meet was contested in Endianapoiis, Ind, The
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Award this year [rom the QAT&CCC.

Besides track ard cross country, Donna alse has served on the commilices and warked the annual Sam
Mumley OVAC Basketball All-Siar games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Feotball All-Star games. She
aise assisted with the OVAC Volleyball Tournaments and cam standings. The 1964 Shadyside High
graduats carmned her degree from Chio State University in 1968 and ker masier’s degree in 1983 from Ohio
Universily. She was a2 mathemalics instructor at Shadyside lrom 1968-98.

Nick Bedway (Media)

Nick Bedway (Wheeling Central 1ligh School, Class of 1958). Onc of the arcu™ most
versaiile and prolific sewspape: sports jounalists for Mve decades, e has been on the scenc for
numerous OVAC events since | 960

Alter atiending West Libeny Stawe College for en year, ke joincd the Wheeling New s-Register
s acopy boy in 1960 Later that yoar, he joined The Intelligencer stall as a sponswaitee. [n 1967,
Redway joincd the News-Registr stafT headed by Rill Van | lerne and was promoted 1o Assaciale
Sponts Liditor i (971, Budway became N-R Spors ditor in 1995 and was named Exceutive
Sports Hditor of The Lntelligencer News-Regisier in 2000, a posstion he held unul he retired in
2005. [ie uuthored daily and Sunday newspaper columns enuded “Nick's Notebook” and also
wroic columns on area goll. howling, coliege sports, ouldoors and the Wheeling Nailers” hockey
wam. The OVAC media gude was dedicated Lo Bedway in L2 1Te served as co-publicity direstor of the OVAC Rudy
Murmnlcy All-Star Game lTom its inception in 1972 untii 1990, Bedway also served as the OVAC standimgs' stalistician m
foatball, boys and girls basketball and bascball for more than 25 yeurs

Bedway served onc term in 1977 as prosident of the W, Va, Sponis Writers Assaciation and recaived the Gene
Morchouse Awand i 1990 fresm the organizauion. e was induied inkethe Ogder Newspapers 20K Classic | fait of Fame
11 2006 and the Media Wing af the Okio Baschall Hall of Fame in 2996, | [c twice was selected 1o serve as Lhe [onorary
Refcree for the W, Va. Super Six Cluss AA stae championship foothall gamey held al Wheeling [siand Stadium,

Hedway was the inaugural recipicnt af the I'ather John Lester Award far a hfeume of suppor 16 local spors and youlk
of the Oluo Vatley and reocived the Spint and Leadership Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. [l also
has received awards from the Wheeling Soveer JAssocistion. Allegheny Mountain Distriet U, § Tennis Assuciation,
Whechng Post | American Legion Baschall Team, Oglebay Park Men's Goit Club, and the Oluo Valley Coif Associaton.
A past member ol the Wheeling Hall of IPame Commutice and current membez of the OVAC all of Fame Commiuee,
Dedway also is ackive with the Wheeling Lions Club and received, in 2003, the Leunard Jarrett Awand, the highest Lion
hoaar bestowed in West Virginia. Currently the chapter seeretary and Board of Dircctors” member, he has served as media
relations director. chaper president, ficst vice-president and Taxl Twister, Marmied <5 years 1o the former Judy Katona, he
Bedways had four chuldren and have five grandchildren.

Earl Klevins (officials)

Earf Klevins (Warwood 1ligh School, Cless of 1934) One of 1he Okio Valley's most
i foacball and baskeiball afficials during 4 35-ycar ¢arcer (rom 1938 (o 1973,

Klevins atiended Waeeling 1ligh School for onc and a hall years before transferniag o
Warwood High. from which he graduated in 1934, [lg played high school hasketball at both
schaols

Farl aticnded Rethany College where he played foothall and baskeiball alorg with com-
peung in track under legendary coach John Kaght.

Klevins officiated in his fiest basketbali game in 1938 at the Madison gymnasium. The
opponents on that eccasion were Wheehing Lligh and Bridgepon and his officiating panaer
was another OVAC Ilall of l'ame member, the lale Walter Heal, ‘I'biny-five years laler when he hung up his
whistle, Klevins had alfigiaied in morc than 1,300 hasketball games and 570 loathall games on the high school and
collegiate Jevel.

Along with sers ing as an OVAC official, Klevins ofTiciaied games in the Southern Confereace, the Wesl Vitginia
1 llegiaie Athictic Conl and a1 many other colleges in the trisstaic area

He also played professionally with the Wheeling Hiucs basketball tcam and was z long-lime parhicipant in local
indep leagucs and

Klevins wasi long-timc standout on the area lenais courls, winmng many local, regional and national tourna-
ments. [n 1975, Larl and his partoer won the United States putional doubles tite in the 75-and up uge bracker. The
tournameal was held 10 Mynle Beach, SC. At age 435, he won the West Virginia suue singles utle and teamed wilh
the late Loran Meroer [ur doubles henors i their age groop Farl alo won numerous Oglebey Park Tenniy Club
championships through his mid-80s al which time he retired from compelitive tennis

Thre commitiee for the Samuel A, Mumlcy OVAC Basketball Classic preseried Klevins with the Rohert “Robhy™
Dawson Officials Award, Earl and his wile Lucy have been married for more than 70 years They nuised three
childzen. karl Jr., Judy and Rober. They have boen blessed with four grandchildren and five great grandchildren




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Sam Andy (Couches)

Sam Andy (Wheeling [hgh School. Class of 1958). The winningsst eoach in Okio Valley
bigh school boys' baskethall husory with 611 wins over 4 3%-ycur carcer, Andy sarpassod 3
record set by charier OVAC Llall of l-ame induciee Richard [ “Dick” Pous

Andy s head coseking cancer ingluded 1wo seasons al Pruesy shueg (0 ) Fhigh School {1964
1966), seven years al Wheoling Eligh School {1969-1976) and the last 20 years at “lwcllng
Park 1hgh School (1976-2006).

Sceand all-uime for victones in West Yirgmu's hig schual class, Andy = tcams won three
(Tass AAA stale championships (1976 al Whecliog 1ligh. 1980 aad 1995 a1 Wheeling Pack)
The 1995 stale final was onc of the memorabie champonship games in W.Va. boys™ basketball
hislory as Andy's Patriats defcated Beekley Woodrow Wilson 95-96 in 2 inple-overtime mas-
Lerpicte.

lle also had onc olker Patrik squad Nzish ax the state mnaer-up {1997) and inur semilinalisl icams (1588, 1990,
1998 and 3000). Andy coached in 922 games aad bis clubs cxpenicneed only three losing seasoas, Lnder bus diection,
Wheeling 1ligh and Whedling P.lrk quahllcd Iot an 0\,\( record 20 sule wumaments [n 37 years sl the two Dhie
Crunty schools, Andy prod 3 I pteams, 28 Region Cine titlists and six Ohto Valiey Athleuc
Conference divisiun PEINANt WinpCTs

“Ihrough most of his carcer, the Wheeling Wildcats and Park Patriols domunated their nvals in the conl ., win-

Bill Hinegardner (Coaches)

Bift Hinegardner (Mcadow Badge 1ligh School, Class of 1960). Refemed 1o by (he Jate Bill
Van Home as W Va. Wresthng's “Man of Characicr,” incgardner reccived s bachelar's degree
(tom Concord Collcge in 1963 and masier's degree fram Wesl Virginia University in 1968 The
farmer Concord basiciball and basehall player enered Lhe Marshall County School Sysiem as 2
mathematics leacher in the L964-63 schoal year. He served as an assistart eoach in wreslhng and
football at Moundswille Fligh lar three years before laking over the bead wresthng posilion when
the consolidaled John Marshall EHigh Scheal opcned 1ts doors al the outsct of 1he 1968-6Y school
year. Duning bis 14 years as head coach, the Monarch program became one of the most success-
Tul in the OVAC and alsuin the siacal West Virgmia linegardrer's (earms won lour W, Va. Cliss
AAA championships (1972, 1973, 1974 and 1979) The Monarchs wer also cunners-up four
times and limshed lower than sixtk place only once in the W. Va. Siae Toumamenl. The Ron Mawck O¥AC Wreslling
Towmament saw Hincgandocr's John Marshall powcrbouses lake the overall leam tille four times (1972, 73, 74, "77) aod
Msh scoond five limes The Monarchs also carned five OVAL Class 4-A bllss and emerged as Class 4-A Dual Mect wio-
ners five limes. 1'rom [ecember af 1971 1hrough December of 1976, Hincgardner's wicstiers went through 41 strughl
dual matches without a defcat. [lis overall dual meet rocord was 133.29-1, Elmepardncs’s program prodeced 20 individ-
ual stale champians, [ %6, he was 2 member of the laic Mike Linsky’s s@lT [hal led John Marshall 1o the W, Va Clasy
AAA Tootball titde. Tle served as President or Director of the W, Ya Wresiling Coaghes Assoc.; the Regian One Coaches

ning T8 percemt af thewe games against GVAT opponcents. They alse annually played a schedule that included many of
the Lop basketball powers i the state. Andy coached [our West Virgina Player of the Year standouts and had 31 play-
czs tarn college scholarships, meluding several Division | stalwarts

[He twice was honored a5 the OVAC Coach of the Year (1976 and 1995} [r 2004, be was sciecled as the Upper Ol
Valley Dapper Dun Club's Co-Man of the Year along with Monroc Cealral (,oach Jay Crrcosta In 2007 he was the
reczprent of tie Lard [labuericld Couches’ Awaed p i by the g lhe annual Sumuel A, Mumley
OVAC Raskethall Classic A 1958 graduate of W heeliag iligh School, Andy groduaicd from West {iberty Staic
College e 1963, (e was a basketball starter and leticrman at both schools

Associalion, Marshall County Coacbes Associauon; Co-Directer of the OVAC and W V2 Siaie Toumaments, l\ccum:
Hoard Member of lhe OVAC and the WYSSAC for Wresthing. |lis awards clede Nauonal Wrestling 1lall of &
Lafetime Seriee 1n Wrestling Award (2004, National High School Caaches Associauen Distnct 3 Coach of 1he Ymr
(1976Y; OVAC Coach of the Year (1974), W. Va. Wresthng Coach of the Year (hree umes), Upper Ohio Yalley [apper
13an Achicvement Awards [two hmes), My Mt Award for contnbolons 10 1ke spon of wicsling 1o the OVAL [1984)
LUpper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Car? B [lamsll Award (2000). Moundsville Area Jumor Chamber of Commeree Jim kdge
Award (1977) given for eulstanding work m religious and youlb actie s, and te John Marshall 1high School Wall of
Fame (First Class, 2005). Aller weuring from Mlarshall Courty 1 1999, Bill wem to work for the Swilzetland of Qo
Schovl Disinet at River High as a Guidanes Counsclor uanl be retired i 2004

Joe Fortunato (Atblete - 1940s)

Joe Fortunato {Mingo High School. Class of 1948). A nine-mce leuerwinner in
three spors al Mingo (football. basketball and bascball), he was an All-Ohto Valiey
Athleuc Conference performer as a foolball and baskeiball player.

Fortunato cerolled at Virgimia Mililary [nstituie. bul transferred o Mississippl Stale
when the Keydets' head coach Slick Monon aecepied the job witk the Bulldogs. AL
Mississippi State, Foriunalo became an All-Southcasiern Conference (ullback-line-
backer

The honorable mention All-America performer led Mississippi Stalc in rushing and
had a game high of 169 vards against North Texas Statc.

Highlight of his collegiate carcer occurmed when lae Bulldegs defeated nauonal champion Tenacssee 7-
0. Noiunteers’ Coach General Tom Neyland prased Forunawo alter the game by calling him one of the
grealest plavers has leams at Tennessee had cver faced.

Forwunate was drafied in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, bul played one season :n the Canadhan
League before signing with the Natioral Foaiball League leam.

He started at linebacker for 12 scasons {1955-1966) with the “Monsters of the Midway™ and was ramed
first tcam All-Pro three umes along with being selected lor the Pro Bowl on five occasions. The defensive
captain of the Bears was also capuin of the last Pra Bowl 1cam coached by Lhe legendary Vince Lombard

Afler his playing carcer, Forlunaio spent twa seasons on the Aears’ siadl, coaching the hncbackers one
vear and Lhen serving as defensive coondinator the rexl year

Forlunale also 1s the only Ohia Vailey athleie w be sclecied 1o the Navanal ltalian Amencan Sporls Hall
of Fame. He was the leading voig-geucr in The [nwelligencer’s 1970 All-Time Ohio Valley Team, which
was selected by a vote of the arca sports [ans.

Fortunato also is a member af the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Don Fleming (Ashlete - 19505)

Don Fleming (Skadyside Lhgh Scheol. Class of 1955 The 1wo-tme All-Ohio Valley
Atblene Conference first leam honeree in foothall. Pleming was captn of the Tigers” unde.
feated conlerenee champons i $954. 11c alsa played ceater for the Shady<ide squad that won
an QVAC divimon titte in basketball. This versuble athlew pliyad tn the Olo Last: West ALl
Star haschall game keld in Columbus and performed in the Omue-West Virgima All-Siar
$ootball Game held during the summer of 1955 at Wheehog Islacd Stadium 1emung went on
w e University of [Flerida on a femball scholarship. 1e was a tirec-year starier wnd . two-
way cnd performer for Lhe Gators. 1le was clecied capain of the 1938 icam Lhat played in the
Galor Bow] and wes 4 member of the Ali-Seatheastern Conference leam thul sumc year. [le
was dralied by the Chicago (azdinals of the Nauonal 1-oothall League and the Boston Fatnols
of the Amencan Foothall Leagac, 1lowever, IFeming clecied to remain in colloge o complete wark on hus degree and
play baschall. As a senior. Fleming also was chosen copiain of te Flondu hasehall wam that won the SEC champ-
onship and camed i berth in the NCAA tournamcnt. [a the spring of 1959, |1eming carned a degree as u construcion
cogineer. When Paul Browa, owner-toach af the Cleveland Rrowns, traded for Fleming’s ML nights, 1lemung
bypassed sigaing with the baschall Halumore Orioles and decided ta play professional foocball. Despéte never having
plived defensive bick, he stated as a rockie with the Browns at safely and made the NI All:Rookie seum o 1960
After s third season with the Browns, Fleming was named o the All-NET, first leam, 1a that ofT-scason, whie work-
1ag 0D 3 construcion Job buildiag a1 a bank i Honda, Memmg was killed 1 an elecincal acaident. Hors Juze 1.
1937, [emsng was Just 25 vears old at the ume af his passing, Despite having played Just theee sgasons wich the
Mrowns, he had such an impact on the feanchise thal they pamed their practes [ield. [eming ducld, in 23s honor and
relired No. 46, which was his pumber The University of FMonds pamed 18 insamural field, Meming Ficld, and the
Florida Alumm Association extablished an award 10 his name thal 15 given annually (o Lhe semor onany

lilying the bess leadersh li He also was sclecied for indection ieto the University of 1lorida’s [all of
Fame und 15 2 member of the State of Hlarida s Athlcte Hall of Tame. Shadys:de Thigh School retred hus number (39)
and named its athlclic complex [eming Ficld

John Reger (athlete - 19504)

John Reger (Linsly High School, Class of 1950). This all-DVAC honoree n football
and basketball wis inducted into the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1998,

Reger’s [oothall achievements were remarkable considering that he was less than sixs
Teet 1alt and weighed jusi |25 pounds when he began competing as a high sehool athlcie,
but ke had more important aunbulcs suck as a huge. compslibive heart and the delermm-
nation of a youth twice tos size He played [ullback and Sincbacker at Linsly and caplained
the 1949 Cadet sguad thal lost just one game 1o Trtadelpua (20-19) 1 what was regard-
ed as Lhe most memorable high school footbail contest played duning that cra at Whecling
Island Stadium

Reger wenl on 1o the University of Piltsburgh on a football scholarship and his (reshman wam i 1950 wenl
undeleated. Afier just three varsily games ke following vear, his collegiale carcer was ended by a knee injury.
The Wheeling native returned kome and was working in a gasofine station when his fermer bigh school coach,
Evs Rine, arranged a iryout {or him with the Pittsburgh Sicelers oven though he had not played football im three
years Dhisplaying the xame grit and deiermination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1995 scason
as one of the Sieclers’ staning linebackers. Dunng his nine scasons 1n Prisburgh, Reger camed three Pro Bowl
nvilations He became capuain of the Steefers defensive umit and was voted as the icam's MVP dunng the 1959
scason. Reger played in his Misst Pro Bowl in [960 and made Iwo more appearances in 1961 and 1562,

He sustained a (ife-threaiening and near carcer-ending injury duning bus (inal season in Pitsburgh during a
game againsi the Eagles at Franklin Field in Philadelphia Reger was hutin the head and had a spasm in his throat
that cut ofl atr. Fortunalcly, the ambulance they senl [or included oxygen and he was revived Following thal
harrawing, incidenl. cvery leam in the NFL was required w have ovygen on the sidelines

Reger was placed on waivers by the Steelers prior Lo the start of the regular season in 1964 and he was picked
up by Lie Washingten Redskins, for whom he played Lhree more years before cetiring Overall, he played 12 sca
sons in the NFL.

Bob Kelley (atlete - 19605)

Bab Kelley (Worr High School, Class of 1961), Kelley made the most of his gified
and specdy legs 10 carve kis miche inle the Wew Hagh and OVAC record books in Lo
sparts. He was a star both on the gridiros and the track cinders for the Red Riders.

Kelley — coached by the legendary Jim Carey — rushed lor 2,730 yards and 42
carcer louchdowns. Kelley fed Weir to a 10-] scason and the West Virginia staie
championship in [960. He gained 1259 yards thal year with 22 wuchdowns.

In the 40-0 rout of Nitra in the state championship game. Kelley was a one-man
wrecking crew. He taiied lour TDs and passed [ur a fifth.

Kelley was 2lso a lwo-way s junior for Lhe Red Riders. He was the second
underclassmen in state hislory lo receive the Kennedy Award (1959}, bestowed each year on the saie's
premier prep foolball player, and the Mirst winner [rom the OVAC. The lirst-tcam all-West Vieginia and all-
OVAC hanoree caplured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magazine Ali-American bonors as the Red Riders were
ranked 11th nationally. He played tn the OVAC All-Star Game and left with Most Valuable Player accolades.

Kelley also made his mark in track Jus senior season. He established a Steet Valley League record of 9.95
scconds for the 100-yard dash and an OVAC meel standard of 10.1 scconds # the same distance.

Ie was voled most valuable perfarmer al the OVAC mecl where he won three gold medals and one sivet.
He wenl or W win four regional track Litles and Tour more redils i the stte meel, including second place in
the 100-yard dash.

After graduation [rom Weir. Kelley matrieulaed 1o Cameron Junior College in Oklahoma. FHe fod the Agpics
10 the JUCQ championship, beaung Bakershcld, 28-20, in a game played in the Rose Bowl Kelley led
Cameron with 712 yards on the scason, caening firsi-team afl-Oklahoma Conlerence leam honars. He was alse
honored on the 1961 Junior College Helims Athlesic Foundation All-Amenican wcam as 2 firsi-lcam hallback.

te later atended Okluhoma State and Colorado. but wus sidelined duc w injurics.

Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (Athlete - 1960s)

Robert 'Bo’ McConnaughy (Wheeling Cenural High School, Class of 1966). 1ie was a
Iwa-span phenom for the Maroon Knights in the mid 1960x, starring in basketball and base.
bali.

MeConpaughy was 4 four-year lelerman in both sports, gaming hrst-team all-state hon-
ors in baseball as a senior. Thal same vear he gamered second-team all-Wesl Virginia law.
rels in hoops alter helping lead the Marin Knights to the West Virgnia Catholic
Toursament Litle

In baschall. McConnaughy is considered one of the best shorisiops the Ohio Vallcy prep
ranks has ever produced. [1e went on 10 star aL West Liberty Staie Coflege in bath sports.

In 1970, McConnaughy was azmed firsi-leam all-WVIAC as a shorislop and shorly
thereafier signed a professional contract with the Baltimore Orioles A year prevaously, he was drafied by the
Cincinnati Reds 1 the 24th round, Live rounds ahead of Ken Grillcy, Sr.

He spent theee years ia the Orioles” furm system befure returmng home ard stamng for the Warwood Reds of
the Qhia Valley Bascbull IJ:JIHIKU

Bo was a 1 I as a senior for the Hillloppers® hoop icam.

wcCoennaughy has maintained his relauonship with West Liberly, linishing up his 25th year al the Hillwoppers”
baschal! kelm.

He has accumulsicd more than 500 wins al s alma maier Lo go with (ive conlerence crowns and a beah in the
1990 NAIA World Senes MceConnaughy led the Black & Gold 1o their (rstever NCAA Repgional Flayoffs iz
1994,

MeConnaughy was elected w the West Libeny Stie College Hall of Fame 1 1988, Ele has been named WYIAC
Couch-ol-The-Year on [out occasions

In addition 1o baseball, he has coached lootball, track and men's and women's basketball al West Liberty He s
currently 1 charge of the WLSC Intramurals Program.

Gene Cattane (Athlete - 1970s)

Gene Caane (St Clairsville High Schooi, Class of 1977). Cauane pul logether an impres-
sive fourvyear carcer oa the diamond as a shortstop and picher for the Red Devils

Some 30 years later, he sull ruaks in Qhio's lop 10 in twi statistical catcgonies = No. 4 on
the all-lime carcer hit list with 172 and No. 7 in RBI with 145 1o 109 varsily gamcs, Cattane's
carcer numbers also included a balling average of 437 with 127 runs scored, 29 home rurs,
13 inples ané 25 doubles. As a pilcher, he compiled a 14-11 career record

He was a four-time ail-Valiey selection (second team as a (reshman and first leam Lhe next
three years. inchading serving us caplain as a septor) and he was selecied W panticipate in (our
Eastern Ohie Baseball League All-Star Games. Catane was diso tabbed for the Ok ALl-Star
Series in Columbus, equivalenl 1o gaining all-state henors al that ime.

As a senivr, Callane helped the Red Devils to the DYAC Class 3-A championskip and 1 23.9 overall record e
bated 478 (Glth in the valley) with valley-leading Wals af 34 hiw, 10 home reas. 38 RBI and 35 ruas scored. [
also had four inples, six doubles and 16 siolen buses. On the mound, he wax 62 witha LT3 ER A in 522 innings,
striking vul 71 while walking 27 and aliowing 31 hits. Cattanc’s junior nuthbers included a 453 oy cruge (fifth in the
OVAC) with valley bests in home runs (8) ard RBI (36) alang wilh 40 hrts, live daubles, three triples and 26 runs
swcored As 4 sophemore, he hit 349 with valley highs in home runs (9) and R8I (46) along with 38 hits, four dou-
bles, three tnpies and 32 runs scorcd. His Meshman wtals iscluded 4 44% average (founth in the OVAQ) and valley-
leading marks i hits (40) and runs scored (34) along with 1{) dowbles, three tnples, lwa home runs and 25 RBI.

Ta addiuon w hs bagh sckool exploits, Catlane was also a standout American Legion player He was pamed Ohio
Amencan Legion Player of Lhe Year 10 1976 aller icading Maynard Post 666 W a stale ruiner-up Quush with a 28-7
record, Batting 350 for the scason ineluding 433 in sevea ourmament games. He also played for more than 16 ycars
with Maynard of the Ohio Valley Bascball {cague and was a pereraial all-slar.

Catlane, inducted mio the St C Hall of Fame 1n 2006, dicd in & coal nining accident on Sepl [0, 1990 a1 the age
ol 3t
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John Leon (Athlete - 19705)

Joha Leon (Brooke High School, Class of 1976). This Bruin stasred in three spons,

¢iching his name into the OVAC annals us onc of the premier football linemen and track
gh ever o in the conle e

Leon — whe was also a slandoul gmpplcr 4L Brooke — was a two-way line star lor
the power/ul Brnns, caming 4 myrad of all-slar accolades, including the 1975 Ken
Hunl Award, going Lo the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, making Leon the [irst
OVAL winner of the prestigious honor.

Leon led Brooke ta a 9-1 season en route to the OVAC championship in his junior
campaign before earning all-conference and nll-sune laurels as a scnior. The powerful
Leon played 1 the 1976 QVAC All-Star game, captaining the Mounuincers e viclory.

He was just s impressive in track circles. rewnting the OVAC record books in the shot put and discus. In
the 1976 staie meet, Leon launched the iron bal! 59-1, breaking the W. Ya. standard by some two fegt The
record lasled 1w years before being echpued by future Olympian Randy Bames. Leon won three statc throw-
ing Litles, 1wo in the sholput and one in the discus.

Leon was aiso a force on Lthe mals, compiling ¢ 48-56 mark us a junios and sehior heavy weight

Upon gradualion from Brooke. Leon accepicd a football scholarship 1o Notre Dame He was a three-year
letterman for Lthe Fighling Trish as a guard. The Irish won lwo Colon Bowls and one Galor Bow! during his
career at South Hend After graduanng from Notre Dame. he received s MD degree from Wesl Vizgima
Urnivervily in 1984,

He has been a radiologist for 20 years. He is the current president of Radiological Physicians Associales
He is past president of the West Virginia Radiological Sacicty. past president of the Manon County Medics?
Socicly as well as pasl president of the Fairmont Feld Club.

Leun and hix wile Marey huve been married for 22 years. They have four children Jobnny, Cemille, Isabella
and Joseph.

Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athietc - 19805)

Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High School, Class of 1986). She ranks among the all.
time greats in girds’ track, having excelled al the confercnee. league and staie levels of
competition as a sprnLes.

In four years al OVAC Championship mects, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points as
River won two Class 2-A eam titles (1983 and "86) and limshed as runner-up twice
{1984 and "85) During her freshman, sophomore and Jumor years. she won the 100, 200
and 400-meters and was on Lhe winning 1600-meler relay leam While as a sentor, she
won the 400 and 1600-relay and was seeond in the 100 and 200

In stale meel competition, Hyland was the 400-meter runner-up as a freshman in 1983,
first in the 400, second in the 100 and third 1n Lhe 200 as a sophomore in 1984 ther 24 points single-handedly
gave River a thind place tinish in the siatek; first in the 400 2s a junior in 1983, and {irst i the 400 with a
slale-regord Lime of 5565, and on lhe sixth place 1600-meter relay leam as a seoior in 1986

Hyland also sparkled in Ohio Vafley Track League (OVTL) Championship meels lor Lhe Lady Pilots,
winning the 200 and 490 all four vears while 1aking the 100 tie fast theee.

Shc also enjoyed tremendous success 1n the Beimont County Relays, imshing as the top scorcrasa soph-
emare afler winning the 100, 200 and 400; duphcaling the Lop scorer lcat as a jumor by winning the same thzee
events (includizg a meel record in the 2004, and sconng the same "tiple” as a semor (bellening her mark i the

She was selecied Al-Chio in the 400-meters all four years by the Chio Associauon of Track and Cross
Country Coaches She was alsa an All-Disinel and All-Valley honoree th mulisple evenis. In 1984, Hyland was
named honorable mentioz High School All-Amenca and in 1988, she was inviled to parucipate in the Midwest
Mecl of Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior athletes from Ohio, Indiana atd LHinms.

A member of the River High School Wall of Fame, she received a scholarsep o run track at West Vigginia
Universily where she compeled lor one scason

Anthony Reed (Atiete - 19805)

Anthony Reed (Whecling Park High Schoul. Class of 1989). Reed Icfl a lasting mark
on the athletic sceac both [ar the Patriols and the OVAC, evident when he became the
first person inducted into the Wheeling Park Sponts Hall of Fame in 1997 for his
cxploits in basketbal! and track.

©On Lhe basketball court, Reed was a two-time first leam ALL-W.Va. Class AAA selec.
tion, serving as capiaiz as a junior. He was 2 iwo-lime USA Today W.Va. Player of the
Year and the Gatorade Siate Player of the Year as a senior. [He also gained first team All-
OVAC and All-valley zccolades twice and was a Ui-caplain on The [nelligencer's all-
decade 1cam of Lhe 1580s.

The 64 wing seared 1,290 points in 1wo scasons, including what siil stands as o
school-record 663 points (a 18 9 per-game average) a% a aenior. EHle averaged 11.5 rebounds per game that year
and also set what was then an OVAC-record 88 three-point goals as a scrior. As a juaior, Reed was selected
10 Lthe West Virginia Class AAA All-Tournament eam.

1n track, the wlcnicd Reed was a sictlar performer in the high jump, hurdles and relays

A two-ume Wes Virginia Class AAA staie champion in the high jump (including a meet-record 6 1.9 in
cffort), he alse sct what was then a valley-record witha 6 1. 11 in. leap. Reed placed second in the 1 {0-metcr
high hurdles au the state meet (14.65 seconds) and was on stawe championship retay wcams o belp Park linish
1 closc sccond in the Class AAA slalc mect in 1989,

The Park product afso made his presence (el at the collegiaie level, stanting and leuering for three vears at
Clevcland State University He scored 1,090 points {ranking him 10th on the all-time CSU scoring list at the
Lme), averaging 136 puinls per game as a sehwr o ear second weam All-Mid Contizent Conference sceo-
lades As a jumior, he averaged 13.2 poinis per game und recerved Lthe Paul Stewart Award presented to the
player whose unsung contribinons did 1ae most Lo (unther the success of Lhe team. Reed aiso won the Mid-
Conbnent Conli high jump champ P as a junior.

Chris Enochs (athiete - 1950s)

Chris Enocks (Cuk Glen High School, Class of 1994) Erochs excelled ta Lkree sponts
Tor ihe Golden Bears, but it was baseball where be would make Ris biggest umpact.

Enochs’ serior stason damond exploits carsed mim fust icam all-West Virginia Class
A sceolades und he was pamed Lae "Player of the Year” by buoth Galorade and USA Today
and was sclecled as Lhe runncr-up for that botor by the W Va Sportswniers Assoclation

Al a first team all-QVAC Class 3-A first teamer und “Player of the Year”™ and an all-
Valley lirst leamer and “hig school™ cuplasn, Enachs led 1he valley with 1§ home runs and
42 R8I while balling 442 His priching totals included 2 6-4 recordand a | 22 ER A with
106 sinkeouls and 26 walks 12 63 wnnings. He pilched a perfeci game for OQak Glen against
Toronte
he baskeiball court, Enoclx was first ilcam ali-0VAL and al-Valley and was an honorable mestios all-Wesy
aClass AA choegn Mo averaged 19 2 poini and 13 2 robounds per game 3« a senitr and finished his career
with | 04T poists

O the football ficld. Ennchs camed lisst leam all-West Virginia Class AA as a quanerback afier leading Qak
Glen to its Nirsl-ever WWESAC playo!T appearance, Also a first team all-OVALC Class 3-A and afl-Valley pick, bo
Jed the valley with 1.729 passing yards

Drafied by the Cleveland Iadians in 1994, Enochs opled for a scholarsbip o West Virgima Unsversity where he
became wke Big Cast "Pucker of e Year™, flint team All-Last Region and way a second teum All-American pick
by Basthall Amenca, The Sporung News and lhc Navonal Collegiate Bmckall Wrilers. Named the wam's co-
MVP, he was 12-! an the mound witk 2 3.03 ERA and 10 leic games, including a no-hiuer agaimst
Willanewa. Ax a jumior he was named the Big East Tourmament's MVP and OCuistanding Pilcher. Enachs bad 11
wins. including 14 complete games, in his throe-year Mountaineer carcer

Following hss junior vear, hr became the bightst drafted player in OVAC history, selocted Mo 11 i Lhe [irst
round by the Oakland Athlclics in 1997 The 6-3, 225-pound right-hander with a 93-mile per hour fastball played
ning seasons in the minor lcagucs, the Iirst seven in the Oakland orgznizalion and then one »ear cach for Houslon
and Piltsburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 45-52 record and a 491 ER A, posung 661 sinkeouts while
walking 380. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast l.caguc champion Sacrimedlo Rivercats and
played Tor the Pucrto Rivan Winler League champion Ponce Leones

Enochs also played for Team USA, winmng a siiver medal ol the 2001 World Cup in Twwan

Jose Davis (Achlcte - 1990s)

Jose Davis {Bellaire High School, Cluss of 1996). Davis put Logether some eye-popping
tumbers i bolk [ootball and basketball. carmng bun All-Ohkio recogaition in both sports
dunng his siellur curcer.

On the gridiron, Davis was a three-year stanier ot quanierbach, leading bis leam to a record
of 30-3. Ax a senior, he led the Big Reds 1o a thind strughl OVAC Class 3-A champioaship,
first undefcated megelar scason and Nirst-cver OHSAA playoll appearance (Beflare
advanced Lo the Thyision 1V state championship game, losing a 50-44 double-OT thrtler 1o
Verswilles). He fipished 1he scagon 253-00-406 passmg for 3,551 yands and 32 TDs while
adding another 10 scores rushing. Duavis carned All-Otio Division 1V Offensive Player off
1he Year bogors and was rupner-up {or the prestigious Mr. Football award as a senior He
ulso received first weam All-Easiern Distnct, AllOVAC Class 3-A und Al)-Valley big school accolades on muluple
occasions. The talented sighal-calier set BHS carcer records [or most yards gained (7.306), pass atiempls (790),
pass completions (455), highest complelion percentage (55 7), passing vards {6,769) and TD passes (60).

O the hardwood. Duvis started and lettered four years, racking up 1,457 poinls. 479 rebounds, 167 assists and
151 steals {all ragking in she wp [ive an the BHS career hst). His all-sar accolades 1o basketbail included firet team:
All-Ohio Division ilI. All-Easiern Distnet, All-OVAC Class 3-A apd All-Valley big schoul He was also pamed
third team All-Amencan os 4 seaior.

Also 2 three-year letlemae e baseball al Bellaire, Davis conunued bis carcer at Kent Stae Universily. A threee
year staner and Jewerman for the Golden Flashes in foetball, he put up cqualiy impressive numbers meluding
single-game record lor most pass auempts (59}, complenoas (34) and TD passes (7), single-scason marks for
offensive yards (2.883), pass atlempts (365). pass complctions (194), passing yards (2,707) and TD passes (32);
and carcer records for atlensive yards (7,731), passing yands (6,722) and TD passes (52) He had a Mid-Amencae
Conlerence recard 551 yards passing 1n 1997 sgainst Contrul Flonda and when he lefi KSU, he ranked 10th 1n
MAC history in passing yands and was thinl ip TD passes

Davis alsa doubled as point guand on the Kenl Stale baskelbal! teum in 1997-94

Prolessionally, Davis played lor the Winmpeg Blue Bombers ol the Canadian Football League 1a 2000 and 2001,
far the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the Nauonul Indoor Foolball League 10 2002, leading the wearm ko the league e
by passing for 1.668 yards and 37 TDs and carmng champiopship game MVP honors, for the [ndiana Fircberds of
tae Arena Foorball League in 2003, the Colorado Crush in 2004 aad 2005, uod the Grand Rapids Rampage i 2006

OVAC Museum Seeks
Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation’s largest
high school conference with 52 member schoois, has estab-
lished an OVAC Museum lo display memorabilia from ils
member schools — past and present — and is currently seek-
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office
at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse.,

Class

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Bob Hedmond (ovac <Famity)

Robeﬂ L. “Bod" Hedmond (lolansbee 1high Schoal, Class i 1248)

ledmund was o vars:ly Jetterman o football. track, baschall and basketbadi 1c won the

lu]‘l' rrulc ke -md plnyul n the 148 OVAC Chanity All-Star Foutball Game iz which he sustained
o knee

Alier 5 ndm 21 months o the mulitary, [Tedmond corotled a1 Shepherd College where he
played fullhack ami defensive end hefore graduaring i 1954

In coaching, Hedmaond met wilh succow al cvery stop. 1c was espocially adept a1 slarling neo-
phyte programs or rebuilding leams Lhal needed a spark FHe coached Tootball, irack and’or
wrestling i several schoofs, mcluding Oson 11l (M), Jiast Livegrpoal, Brooke and Stcubenville
1ledmmont started the progrum & Oxen 111 and louk bus team fromn an 9-5-3 recend the fint year
1o a 53-1. Tle became the [irst head football coach ar whe consolidated Brooke 1ligh Schoal in
1969 and Ied the Bruins to an OVAC champonship Eledmond tonk aver At Sieubenvillc i 1981 and direcied the JefTorson
County squad for |wn years. |s leams compiled an 184 record and qualificd for Big Red's fint twa post-seasan berths
sice (’)hn yoll sysiem in the 1970s. Winic al 1:zs1 Liverpool, Hledmond Iettercd 13 sopbomorcs & the Fotters
wmed ina 3.7 mu . The following season. they rebounded 1o finsh at 7.3, Overall, hus recond as a bead fostball coach
wus 44-22.3 During his troc as wack coach wilk he Potiers, by (oams weat through 'Tour slought seasgns wilbout losing
a dual meet.

Suecessfl as he was with a coaching whistle around hus nock, Fledraord was even mare eifective as ar administmtor
Within the OVAC, he served as a class represertalive, was 3 long-lime member of the QVAC Foundation: Lxecutive Board
and, for several yean, he direcied pant OVAC Wresthng Toumnament. §lodmond sorved us Athlels Diector al
Steubenville 1Tigh School and lztcr was ihe Bulding and Grounds Supenaiendent with Stcubeavilie Cily Schools. Among
s numenuus honors were the Carl [amill Memunil Award, presented by the Upper Ohuo \allcchuppu Dun Club; OV, \(_
Mr. Mat \ward; Ohio Castern Disinet Coach of the Year; Eastern Dhstnel Alhdelic Drrector of the Year and an Guistandag
Achievement Award [rom Dapper Nan. Belore his passing, [ledmond was inducted into the Ohia Athleue Admumistralars
1all of Y-ame,

Dierimg his Sigh school




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

James ‘Jimmy’ Stewart (Media)

James C. “Jimmy" Stewart (Tnadelphia High School. Class of 19181, Sicwart devol-
cd neatly a haif-ceniary Lo the newspaper profession, serving with greal distinetion.

He began hix career associated with the Wheeling News and The Register, which then
WCIC SCparalc newspapers. Slewart was sports eduor of the now-defluncl Wheeling
Telegrwph from 1921 through 1929 and later became the sports cditor of the Nows-
Register He cvenaally concluded his Jong carcer as the associzle sportx editor of the N«
R where he worked alongside feliow Hall of Famer Bill Van Home

[n the carly vears of i OVAC, whe conlerence perhaps had no greawer (riend than

John Craig (Coaches)

Jokr Craig (Follansbee High Schoof, Class of 1967). Craig cnjoyved as iflusinous
26-year carcer as i head wresthing coach, including two scasans at Hillsbaoto (Ohia)
High School, 18 years at Sicubenville Big Red ard five years at Indian Creek High
School in Wintersvillc. i

Winle a1 Big Red, his iams ¢amed sis overall championships in the OVAC
Wresthng Tournament. Sicebensille also captured seven divisional litkes and Ninished
in the top Lhree a tolal of {3 umes at the conlereace championship event. Thirty-one af
his Big Red matmen eamed individual conferesice titles. #He had 87 qualifiers for the
Oh:o state meel, five of whom earted individual champuonships, and 23 who were stale

“jimmy " Sicwar, this according w Van Horne imscll. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kepl
the weekly standings on lootball and basketball unul his retirement on December 31,
1968, Stewart also pansiakingly kept record books that proved invaluabic to anyonc intercsicd in Ohio Valley
sports lore. He ulso was recognized as a watking encyclopedia on local athletics. His head was a storcheuse
of spons 1sformatien. Whal wasn 't commilied la lus memary could be found in his pockel-sized record books
and envelopes whzch fitled his desk and [iling cabinel.

Begmming in the carly 19205, Siewart’s "Lookin™ Em Over” columa was one of the most widely-read
throughout the arca. [n later years, he penned a goll column, “The [9th Hole.™ which appearcd in the news-
paper evens Sunday from the spring months into the Jall [l also inivaled a popular Monday column on area
rollegiate sports which he litled, "Wilh the Colleges.”

He was also involved with the scheduling of baskeiball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley
Board of Approsed Basketball Officials Ilis Yove of sandlol baseball was well known, as he alemosl meticu-
lously covered happenings in the old Intelligencer and Untied Mine Workers baschall leagues.

A guel man who never cast imsell oo the hmelight during s career, Siewarl was honored with a special
avard al the time of his retitement [rom an appreciative Ohw Valley Athletic Cenlerence. He also recersod an
award ol uppreciation [tom the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dar Club.

pl inners. His lcam fnished in the wp five at the Okio state Lournament four tmes,
including a runnet-up lintshoin 1988

Crag™ 1989 squad finished the regular season ranhed No. | in The Associated Psoss Division 10 wrestling
poll and placed 1hird at the state wournament. His overall dual meet record was 201.74.3 and he coached his
ieams to 42 lournament champmmhlﬁs. including nine district tisles. Four times, his tcams turned in unde-
lealed dual meel records. Several of hus former wrestlers wenl on to compels in college at schools such as
Ohwo State. Purdue, Ammy, Navy and Wesl Liberty. Onc of his protégés won a Big [0 champ:onship and oth-
crs were placc-winners in the NCAA Division 1, [[, 111 and NAIA mtional lournaments

Crzig was named QVAC Wreslling Coach of the Yeur on live oceasions and was presented the prestgrons
“Mr Mat Award™ in 2002. Te 1s & member of the Ohio Wrestling Coaches and the Wesl Liberty State College
Alhletiv Hulls of Fame [n 1989, he was selecied as the Easl-Southeast Wrestling Cuich of the Year and the
Qhuo Dyvision {1 Coach of the Year. For 21 years, Craig served as 4 wrestling official on the voulh, junior
high, high school, college and open levels. As a principal at Indian Creck. he was one ol the lounders of the
Buckeyc 8 Athlelic League.

As an athlete, Crmg wreslled at Follansbee High Sciwool and was & liree-year letierman at West Libeny
where he camed WVIAC championships lhree limes azd twice was the MYP ia the conlerence wwmament.
In 1972, Craig was the runner-up in the NAIA national meet, where ke camned All-American honors

Robert ‘Bob’ Kettlewell (Coaches;

Robert 5. “Bob™ Kettlewell (Linsly Miluary [nstitule, Class of 1947). Donng his 20 years
a5 the head coach at Wintersville [high School (1936.75), Kelllewell's tcams posted a 143+
40-10 record, Lhe third-hes| winning percentage in Ohio Valley history for coaches with 100
ot mote wins. is teans curned nine Icugue championships (Tfout snthe Big Light and five
OVAC uties) Winterswille won ils first OVAC crown usder Ketllewell in 1936, gol its sec-
and in 1966 and Lhen captured three in o row lrom 1970 through 1972, which cqualed a
record held previousiy by Bellaire and Martns esry

Kenlewell hed 1hree undeleated 1cams a1 Wintersville — 1957, 1967 and 1972 — and
seven clubs thal sustained just one loss. From 1966 trough *73, Lhe Warriors fost only 11 games Lnder
Keitlewcll's dircction, Winlerssille scored in a tecord 140 siraight games. ending with a scorclcss (¢ againsl
Bellairg in g coriest thal saw the Gold Warmiors denied whal would have been a game-winning and streak-conlis-
uing touchdawn hecause of 3 penally.

Among the stars coached by Lhus highly-regarded menior was Dennic Young. the Ohic Valley carcer rushing
record holder. Among the olher numerous college athletic foolball siandouts tutored by Ketlgwell were Ohio Staie
capiain Alan Jack wha played on an undefcated Rase Howl weam with the Buckeycs. and Raoger Alford, the first
black {0 sign at West Virginia Unisensily.

Kettiewell also was a standaul athleie while playing al Linsly Milwary Institute, He lenered in four spons and
Played foothall al Wesl Virginia University, whene he alvo leilered,

Iadian Creck fligh School's (formerly Winlerswille [Ligh) football Tacilily was menamed "Bob Kettlewcll
Memorial Stadium™ in his honor. In 1990, Bob was the (ourth Ohio Valley coach inducted izlo Lhe Okio Foolball
Coaches Association 11all of Fame. 1le joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan T1all of Fame in 1987,

William “Bill’ Thomas (Officials}

Witliam D. “Bift" Themas (Bellaire Eligh School. Class of 1952). During a 48-ycar
career as a track official, Thomas served as the meel referee for neacly cvery major
champicnship in the Ohio Valley. The hst includes the Marlins Forry and Shadyside
Relayx; the St. Clairsvitle, Barnesville and Wheeling Park [nvitationals; Cat Giffin
Track Classic, vanous OVAC championship meels, West Virginia Regronals and the
Ohio High School Alkicuc Association Easiern Seclional and District meets,

He was a meel official [or 10 OVAQC schools, meluding Bellwre, Barnesville,
Cambridge. John Marshall, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvue, St. Clairsville, Wheeling
Park and Union Local and Thomas also worked as a meet official at the Manslicld
Relays (15 years), Bellaire Relays (48 yeurs); Chio regional championships (10 yearsy
and the Dhio high school state meeis for boys and girls (13 years). Thomas also served as meet chrector as
numerous Buckeyve State distnet and regional events, along with the OVAC Track Championships.

He receved Lhe OVAC Cal Gitln Award for senvice o rack and field in 1983; was honorary releree at the
Bejluire Relays in 1996 und wus honared again during the 50-yesr celebration of the lamed Belluire mectin
2004 The former Bellaire High atkletic great is 5 membet of the school s Wall of Fame

Thomas atiend Mississippi State on a football scholarship and also leticred there in track his freshman year
Aflier wo years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Army and served overseas belore coming home and play -
ing on the 1956 Nationa! Service foatball champronship team, coached by Don Coryeli, who later coached
the San Diego Chargers. Thomas fimished his college career at West Liberty Staic Colloge where he leticred
in football and basebull. He also had 2 long and successful career in coaching. He spent live yoars a5 an assis-
tant in Jootball and basketball al Bellaire High After that ienure, he went to 5. Clarsville s hoad bascball
coech and an assistant in football and baskeiball Bill later spent [ive years as head lootball couch a
Bamncsville befare becoming athleuc dircetor at Bellaire 1z 1973 He served as head coach al Union Local
(rom 1978 uztil 1981 whea he returned 1o Bellatre s 2 wacher uniil retinng tn 198%.

Tom Keane (athicte - 19405)

Tom Keane (Linsly Miliary Insitole, Class of 1944). The Bellaire sative wax a
multi-spen standout for the Cadets und earned All-OVAC basketbal! and football on the
fiest selections in 1943-44. He alsa was an All-City basketball selection. As a scnior o
2 74 reeord Cadel (ooball icam, the two-way back and punter rctumed a pass inler-
ceptien LG vards to score in un LB-6 win over Warnood.

He enrolled ay Ohie State where he lelicred as 2 [reshman before serving 20 months
in the U.S. Navy.

Upon discharge. he cnrolled at West Virgmia University and letiered in 1946 and
1947, becoming a rare leterman at both O$U and WYL,

Keanc was 2 third round pick and 18th overall National Footbail Leaguc Drafl selection by the Los Angeles
Rams in 1948 He played cight NFL scasons, and 87 games, s a defensive buck-ullensive end including the
first four with the Rams. In 1952, he played with the Dallas Texans belore two years with the Baltimore Colis
and ended s carcer in §955 wilh the Chicage Cardinals. He was a two-lime All-Pro and playcd in the 1953
Pro Bowl, ranked second 1n the NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in three NFL championship
games wincluding the 1951 Rams® utle team. From 1948.52, botk Keane brothers competed in the NFL.

fle was a long-ume assistant coach i the NFL ncluding Chcapo Cardinals [rom 1957-59. Piisburgh
1965 und was an originul member ol the Miami Dolphins stalT in 1966 where 2ic remained through [985 s
defensive backs and special teams coach. In 1962, he became the lirt head coach of the Wheeling [renmen
and scrved until joaning the Steelers’ stalT. The [ronmen wenl 9-4 in 1962 belore winning the United Foatball
League tille with a 12-] record 1n 1963 [n 1964, the [ronmen were 7-7

Keane died at age 74 i1n 2001

Nick Mumley (athiete - 19505)

Nick Mumley (Wheeling High Schoul, Class ot 1955). One of the most honored
Lthree-spont athletes n the long history of Wheeling High. he starred in football. bas-
ketbzll and track, earning three varsity Jeders in cach

He was Mirst leam All-Staic in [ootball as a two-way cnd and he also reccived All-
OVAC and All-Cily aceolades

In basketball, he was Grst lcam allclass All-Wesl Virgizia as 3 semor and was a lwo-
lime All-OVAC and All-City first tcam scleclion. He scored |58 points per game as a
fupior and 24 3 per ouling ds a seROr

As a Wildcal scaior 1n 1955, the 6-loo16 center was the ancher of Lhe (inal team coached by OVAC
Legends” honaree Everell Brinkman which won its [iest 8 games before bowing in the regular scason linale
al Bellure. The OQVAC tille-winning (cam won the sectional and regional litles before bowing in the Jirst
round of the siate ermament Lo Mullens o finish with a 22-2 record

He alse scored 30 puoints in a record-setting 146-110 vicwory ovee Weir High at Madison Gymnasivm, a
game which set Ohio Valley and West Virginmia marks for combined points in a game (256).

In track, he won Lwo stale anc-class shol pul lilics with marks of $1-3 1/2 in 1955 and 52-2 3/4 in {954
and two OVAC shot put ¢rowns, uneluding a conlerénce-record toss ol 53-3 112,

He camned a (ootball scholarship 1o Purdue Liniversity, where he letiered three years as a regular ino-way
cond.

He was the Sist overall NFL draft pick in 1959 by \he Philadclphia Eaglés. but opied lo play in the new
Amcrican Football League where he competed three scasons (rom 1960-62 wilh the New York Tians, a fore-
nunner of the Jeis, as a defensive end-olfensive lackle. He played in a 1o1al of 42 AFL games.

Tom Yakubowski (Athiete - 19505)

Tom Yakubowski {Adena [igh School, Class of 1958}, A three-spont standoul for 1he
Golden Wave whe starred in the (st year the school jouned the conference, which
expanded to three classes in 1957-58.

Al Adena, he was i threc.xpon teamn capain i football, basketsall and buxeball und
carned 10 lesiers== four in bascbal and 1hree cach in baskeiball and football.

The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. He was
a (ullback-linchacker-quarterback in football and an AI-OVAC, All-Valley Small
School and All-East Ohio Alleuic League selection. He was the MVP of the 1958 Ohio-
W.Va. Alf-Sur game won by Chio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and starred as [ullback-
Iinebacker,

In basketball, he was a two-time Ali-East Ohio Athleiic League honoree and averaged in double Nigures for
three seusuns, including 113 points per game as 1 sophomore, 17.5 points as a junior and 192 points s &
senior.

In baseball, the pitcher-infielder was an All-Ohie sclection as a senior and he also pitched in the East-West
All-Star game in Columbus He Ied the Golden Wave w0 a 12-1 record, losing in the regional finals 1o
Nonhwesters High and [bwre Major League piccher Desn Chance. He loxsed two ene-hilters in a three-day
span and had 32 273 conscculive seoreless innings in lournament play, which ranks sccond n the Ohio High
Schoel record book.

He camned a football scholarship (o Purdue University, where he letiered as 1 sophomerne aad seror (ull-
back-linehacker while sufferng a sengs of knee igunes. He was seeond on the team n rushiag (310 yards)
as 2 sophomare He also played baseball one scason al Purdue

Yakubow ski competed 12 the [962 Blue-Gray All-Swr Foouball Game and iricd out as a (rec agem with the
Buffalo Bills

Bill Kennedy (athlete - 19605)

Bill Keanedy {Warwood High School, Class of 1967). Baskeiball and Bill Kennedy
are synonymuus. Some four-plus decades since starming at old Warwood Higa School,
busketbull siil! is a majur pant of his life.

Kennedy enjoyed a slellar prep career with the Vikings The dazzhing 6 ft. 2 puard led
Warw cod to state Class AA baskelball loumnament appearances :n both the (966 and '67
campaigns. He capped his prep hoop career by spacking Lie Vikings to the school's only
stale basketball crow n. That leam finished with a siellar 24-2 mark, including closing the
season on a 15-game viclory nit. Warwood caplurcd sts fizst OVAC hoop ulle tn 21 yeans,
with Keanedy providing much of the Nircposer wilk hus 26.2 points per game average

The cxplosive backeourt dandy gamered lirst-icam All-West Virginia, AlI-OVAC, and
All-City plaudits. Just # =cason prior, Kenncdy led the Vikings to a 22-4 mark and the state semilinals before
being climinated by Mullens. He was a lirst-leam AII-OVAC hoaorce thal year and was named an all-state tour-
aament sclection, 2n honor he dupiicated as a sentor. Kenanedy finisked his ilfustrious Vikings' basketball carcer
wilh miorg than 1,200 poinis. He was also an accomplished high jumper. as seMecied in his turd-plage finish n
the siate Class AA mcel 48 4 senigr

His basketball achicvemenis camed him a spol with i West Liberty Stale College basketball cam He wast-
od notime iz making his mark for the Hilltoppers, leading the weam in scoring iz both his freshman and soph-
omore seasons with X9 and 445 poinls, respectively Kennedy camed all-WVIAC and all-lcurmament plaudics
as a freshman.

His lwo years of impressis ¢ play with WLSC provided a sprirgboard Lo a transier lo Arizena Stale University
{or the 1971 and *72 scasons Kennedy proved be was no small-school wonder as he led the Sun Devils in scor-
ng both scasons, averaging 14 8 and 14 6 points per game, respectively. His iwo-year point towl of 765 is the
ninth best for a Sun Devil an a two-vear carcer. All 1old, he scored 1,719 on Lhe collegiale level.

His play at Ansona Siale caughl the eyes af professional scouts. He was drafled by Memphis of the ABA,
but opted for 2 cureer as 4 dasketball official Kennedy, wha sull resides in the Phocnix area. conlinues w be a
Pac.10 colfege haskethall offical
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Bob Rieves (Athlete - 19605)

Bab Rieves (Wheelmg High School, Class al 1969). Some 40 vears after runming his
linal prep race, Rieves remamns the measunng shick for spnni greatness in the Ohio
Villey The 156-pound mercunal-hecled rockel was nothing shon of scrsauonal dunag
his carecr with the Wildeals

Rieves was nearly untouchable hus final two years in the high school ranks

As a senior, Ricves wrned in a performance that sull ranks with the adi-ume great
OVAC runing fetes. He broke lwo stale secords in Lhe stale champronship mees while
Lying  thind

He blistered the 220-yard dash in a new state standard of 21.5 whilc hc smashed the
440 mark by 1.2 scconds via his 47.7 clocking. Ricves' scinullaling 9 8 in the 100
equaled the ste record. His assault on the stae records reswiied in him becoming the firs GYAL ahleie tn
28 ycars lo be the state mect’s high scorer.

Rigves was aiso Ihe West Virginia stale chanpion in the 220 as 4 jumior.

The Wildcal slar cuptured five fadiv idual GVAC sprint gold medals in his final two years of high school
11is impressive efforts helped lead Wheebing Eigh 1o the 1969 OVAC team charapionship, the schoal's first
such title in 23 years.

His sprinng dominance is refieeted in the fact that he was undefeated as a scnior in the 220 and 440 and
was never warse thun second in the 100 in that time He ticg lur high-point henors in the prestigious Bellaire
Relays his senior year while being the high scorer in every other meet that spring

Ricves” spnzting accomplish were 5o 1v¢ that his track jerscy was retired al the annwal
Wheeling High awards assembly:

Rieves carned a track scholarship to West Virginia University. He compeled lor 1wo seasons for the
Mountaineers. He carned his bachelor of science degrec in landscape architecture He now resides in Brooklyn
and is cmployed by the New York City Parks & Reereauon Depariment as # capital projects analyst

i

Mike Kovalick (Athlete - 1970s)

Mike Kovelick (Bellure High School, Class of 1975). Kovalick has the distinction
ol not only being a lwo-spont standout, but alse o lwo-slale standoul.

Kaovalick, the son of legendary coach George Kovalick. was a prep grid and mat per-
Tormer for three years at Werr [ high before matriculating Lo Bellaire High for fis senior
vear Both schools beneliied (rom his prowess ot the gndiron and on the mat.

Kovalick is a rare state champion wrestler in both West Virginia and Ohio. {le turned.
the trick in the Mountaiz State s 4 Junior for the Red Riders and capped hus prep mat
career wilk a stale championship tn the Buckeye State [or the Big Reds Both wresihing
crowns came in the 185-pound classiflication

The powerful matman was near-perfect hus final twa years on the mat. He won 27 of 28 malches as a jun.
:or befere running the wble in all 28 bouls as senwor He was an OVAC champion both winlers afier placing
iith as 2 sophomore.

He fimshed his illusirious wrestiing carcer wilh a stellar §4-3-2 mark.

Kovalick conkinued his miat suceess on the collegiate Division [ level He wiesiled (or Bobby Douglas au
Anzona State. Kovalick finished as PAC-10 runner-up at 190 pounds 1a his sentor scason

Kovalick = Bellaire High's first-cver stale wresling chammon ~— was inducled inio the school s Hall of
Fame tn 1983

He was also an ali-star performer in football The two-wiy hnermnan anchored the Weur High lrenches s
sophomore and runior years and (illed the same rolc for Bellaire in 1974

Kovalick earncd ail-Valley and all-OVAC honors his Goal two yvears. Moreos er. he was named all-Oho iz
[ootball his senior campaign und he played in the OVAC All-Star Game

Kovalick resides in Wheeling.

Joe Pettini (Athlete - 19705)

Joe Petrini {Brooke High School, Class of 1973} Peitini is wilkout question an the
shont list of the greatest prep bascball players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school
diamond resume is overllowing wilh accomplishments which led to a sparkling colie-
giate career aL Mcereer Liniversity.

The multi-talented Pettini staried esery game during his Brooke High carcer, some
140 contesis. He didn’l skip a beat at Mercer, starung all 196 games [or Lhe Macon,
Georgia-based iastitution.

Pettim nol only enjoyed individual success in his prep carcer, he alse led the Brzns
10 a coveled slale baschall championship. He was a two-Uime first-team all-West
Virginia seleclion and was twice named captain ol the all-Valley squad. lie carned the distinction ol being
caplain of both the all-Valley and ali-OVAC 1cams a5 a sentor.

Alfer his brilliant Mercer carcer. Peitini was sigacd as a non-drafted [ree agent with the Monteeal Expos in
1977. He was later raded to Saa Francisco, playing Four scasons with the Giants. Petini Iinished his profes-
sional bascball career by playing three ycars with the Class AAA Lovisville Redbirds.

He then entered the coaching ranks, holdisg several differcnl posts. His managenal carcer commenced
with Hamitien. Ontario in 1989, He moved 1o St. Petersburg for the 1990 scason and in Arkaasas lor three
seasons. Peluni ended Ais minor league managerial career by guiding the Louisy ifle Redbirds 10 Lhe American
Associalion championship.

Pelwni gained a plum assignment in 2002 when St Cardinals’ manager Tosy LaRussa tabbed Petini 1o be
tus bench cadeh, a positton hie sufl holds woday, He attained the ulumale o 2006, gmning o World Series
champonship ning with the Cardinals

Jue and s wife Bacbara have two chaldren. Michelle (25) and Joseph Jumes (20) They resrde in Bethany,
W Va

Connie Doutt (Athicte - 1950s)

Connie Doust (Buckeye Trail High Schoal, Class of 19R1). Al a ime when girly”
xpoTts were sirting 1o wke hold in high school athletes, Doutl was onc of the Nirst who
excelled in taree spons — basketball, volleybail and sofiball = but it was on Lhe bas.
ketball court where she had her biggest impact

The school’s ali-ime Icading scorer wilk 1842 ponts wko also had 538 carcer
chounds, the 5.7 guard kelped Trail to four strught wnps o the OHSAA Stawe
Tournament under Coach Dave Linn, including a stae champoaship during her sopho-
more scason in 1979

In her freshman vear, Tral posied a 22-1 record, wath Doult scoring 284 points and
gating Assotialed Press All-Ohio honorzble mention. She scored 311 points as the Lady
Wiarriors went 23-1 15 winning Lhe state tile 1 her sophomwore season, with Dottt named the stuie tournament
MVP und again gaining honorabls mesttion Al-Qhio secolades. The weam went 36-1 with Doutt as 2 junior
sconing 432 poinls. She received Nims! team Al-Dhio from Linsied Préss lawematonal and finished as ranner-up
as the “Player of the Year” to Trail teammate Lon Heady She was aiso 2 Lhitd 1eam All-Ohio piek by AP

Douil moved 1o the head of the class, 5o to speak. a5 a scmor when she scored 813 poists a0d was first team
UPI All-Obio and “Player of the Year™ as well as first lcam AP All-Otuo and (irst tcam All-OVAC That year,
Tra posted a 23-4 record, meaning the Lady Warriors® record dunng Doutt's lour years was an ancrediblc 94-
7. She was selecied for the first Ohio North-South All-Star Game and scored 18 points lo cam gamc MVP hon-
ors

Douti was also a lour-year starer and letlerwinner 1n both volleyball and softball, playing on the Lady
Warnors’ sLate lourmament eam in 1979 She was inducied 1o the Buckeye Traul Alhletic Hali of Fame in
1996

The wlented cager wenl on w a fine four-year career at the Univeraaly of Michigan, becormung the schoot's
first out-of -slate scholarship reeipient in women s baskeiball For her carcer m Michigan, Doult scored 415
poalx, had 267 rebounds and 170 asusis

Jay Peterson (Athlete - 1980s)

Jay Peterson (Cadrs High School, Clas of 1980) A spectacular lourssport athicle,
Pricrson made kis biggest impaet on Ut footkall field

The Hopedale native darrled as a ranung back with numcrous memarable performanc-
s, :ncluding a single-game modemn Ohio Valtey-record 377 yards against Mingo and games
of 288 and 282 yards. |3 scored sax touchdowns in a game 1wice

Peterson broke a 50-year old Ohio Valley single-season rshing record held by OVAC
“Legends™ honoree Goorge (Puck) Burgwin when he rushed for 2348 yvards on 203 camies
10 lead Cadiz 1o an 8-0-2 reconl. He just missed the modem wiagie-season scoring record
wilh 220 points (32 TDs. 28 PAT lucks). onc poinl shy of QVAC Hail of Famer Terry
Snively of Powhaun's mark of 222 poinis.

In ks three-year pridiron careers wilh the Cardinals, he rushed for 3 959 yards {sceond at the time on the Chio
Valley carcer list) and scored 349 points Pelervon had his fooball No. 22 relired by the schoo!

In track, he revorded the Qhio Valley's fasicst time in the |{0-meters as a senior (1.3 scconds) and also had
the fastest 100-yard time (10 3} that vear He won the VAT Class AA 100-meler race in [1.1 seeonds

He split spring duty bewween track and bascball and was an All-Valley honorable mention pick, hiting .352 and
recording 25 stolen bases on an 18-7 recond wearm. Petervon also panicipated ' basketball as a sophomore and jun-
ior

He camed a scholarship to Miami (Ohio) University and was honored Lhree limes on the All-Msid-Amerivan
Conlerence football team. including first team accolades 2 1982, second team in 1983 and honorable mention in
1981, A four-year letierwinnet, he is fifth on the all-lme Garser rushing yardage list al Miami with 2874 yards.

Following his graduation from Miami in 1985, Petcrson went on (o a coaching carcer. first as high school assis-
tant a1 Cadiz as well as Cinginnat Anderson and Cinciznali Withrow. He then spent cight years al Miami of Ohio
(1991-98), live years at Northwesiern University (1999-2004) und he 15 ¢urrenuly beginning his fourth year at
Eustern Michigan University where he is the assi head coach/defensi di Mincbach

o s coach.

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 1990s)

Mark Cisar (Magnolia High School, Class of 1954). Hc 1s the only two-ume winner
of a siate football “Player of the Year™ award in OVAC history, having won West
Virginia's Kennedy Award in 1992 and “93. He was else the Gaturade “Playcr ol the
Year” i 1992 and was 4 iwo-time Class AA all-state captain. He was a lwo-time All-
OVAC and All-Valley selection

Cisar played guarterback, safely, placekicker and punter on Blue Eagle eams that
compiled 2 two-vear recond of 25-3, himishing as the Class AA slate runner-up Iwice
uneler the tateluge ol his father, Dave Cisar. [ lwo scasons as a starier and one as 2
backup. ke passed lor Ohio Valley record totals of 5.193 yards and 64 louchdowns. As
a jurior, he passed for a recard 2691 yards and 34 TDs He also kicked a valley and stal¢ record total of 85
poinis and had a record-yving 99-yard TD pass as a jumor.

In basebal’, he was a three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, AU-OVAC and All-Valley pitcher.

i was also a regular ia basketball, scoring 45 points in a game on onc occasion,

He carned 2 baschal! scholarship 1o Charleston Southern Unsversity m Suuth Casolima where ke was a lour-
vear starier. He was named Big South Conicrence “Playcr of the Yoar™ in 1997 and was a three-ume ali-con-
Terence pick.

He was drafted by the Boston Red Sox and was the Red Sox Rookie League “Pilcher of the Year™ 1a 1998
I 1999, he was selected to the South Auunuc League Ail-Star Team and wor a Soulh Atlantic League nile
in '99 us a member of the Augusta Green Juckets Fle then played [ev the Capitales de Quebec, an independ-
cnt leaguc lcam, and was an zll-star in 2002 and the Nonhem League “Reliel Pitcher of the Year™

Cisar carned his bachefor's degree i physical educauon and was a substitute wacher for five vears in the
Welzel County Schoo! system before going back (o Charleston (S C ) 1o serve 28 a health aad physical edu-
cation teacher as well as an assistant lootball coach.

He is the head football coach at Union Lecai High School. guiding the Jeis i a 9-1 tecord and their firsi-
cver OHSAA playodT berth in 2007 He was named (he Fastem District's Division IV “To-Coack of the Year™

Suzie Dailer (Athteic - 1990s)

Suzie Dajler (Wheching Ceniral Catholic High Schoal, Class of 1991} She proved o
be a true “'quecn of e court” 10 many ways, excelling for four years i dasketball and
leanis and adding a couple of finc scasons in voilcyball for good measure

In basketball, Davier gaun All-West Viegimia recagnition all four ycars, wacluding first
Icam in Class AA as a sophomore and scnior and second ttam Jaurgls as a junior. She
was aise 2 three-ume ALLOVAC and All-Valley first team sclection and a two-lme Ail-
Mountaipeer League pick. The valleys leader in three-poine (ield goals all four years,
she scored 22.1 points per game as 2 senior and (inished her carcer with 1,381 poinls,
the all-lime girls’ mark [or the Lady Maroon Knights. Dailer led Central to three siraight
OVAC Class AA championships and was a soph e on the Kaighis' W. Va. Class AA
stale runner-up squad in 1589, Central posted a 77-17 record dunng her career

In 1¢nnis, she also leticred lour years and had lremendous success in both OVAC and slate toumament play,
culminaung in a W. Va. stale doubles championship {with Pam Butch] as a semior as the Lady Knights [in-
ished 25 the stale ruaner-up. She also linisked first or sccond in several OVAC and regional (ournaments i
both singtes and doubles and helped the team Lo three OVAC witles and three top four finishes in the siate.

In volleyball. she leticred twice and giined finsl lear ALISOVAC honors 23 2 senior. helping Lthe team Lo a
37-5 record and the OVAC, W.Va. Section | and Region ! tillcs, and a Class AA runncr-up finish in the slaw
towmnament

Daifcr conlinued 1o star al S1. Boraventure Univeraly as a four-year staner and lenerwinner She inished
as the school's fifth ali-time leading scorer (1 422 points) and had the filth-best single-season in 1992-93 (524
points). She set records Lor single-game (R), single-scason (999 and carcer (2%1) three-pointers; had the sn-
gle-scason record for assists (163) and was sceond in carcer assists (449). Her all-siar honors at St
Honaventure included sccond team all-confcrenee as a sophomore and Uurd 1cam as a scmor The 1995
Division 1 Women's Basketball National Three-Point Shooling champron, she was indocted anto the St
Bonaventure Athletie Hall of Fame in 2006.
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Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (ovAC ‘Family"

Richard “Dick” Edge {Wheeling High Schoo!, Class of 1954) To say Hdge has
wumn many different hats over Lhe years would be a vasi understatement

He has speat 42 years in cdeeation, serving as a weacher, coach, assiszant principal, pnin-
cipl and superiniendent at various OVAC-member schools.

Edpe coached in various capacities at Tnadelphia, Warwood and Wintersville high
schools, slaring the wrestling programs al both Tnadelphia and Warwood as well as
lour junior high programs in Ohia County. e coached Warwood o an undelcated sca-
son and an OVAC wresling charpionship as well as sixth place uoish in the W, Va.
Stale Tournament when there was valy one classification. (e also co-founded and
coached summer track and girls' softball programs in Winlersville.

Among his aceolades were being named Ohic Eastern Distniel Wresthng Coach af the Year in 1975, reeciy -
ing the QVAC's preshigiows "Mr Mat” Award in 1979 induchion into Lhe West Liberty Sute College Hall of
Fame 1 1997, and seleetion W the WLSC Wall of Flosor for Qutstanding Alumni in 2003,

tdpe served as president of the OVAL dunng the 1986-87 and [987-8H school years and served s 2 member
of Lthe OVAC Executive Board for many years. He was also a past president of the Tri-County Athletic League
and the East Central Ohio League.

He alse ofliciated at varzoues levels in foothall, basketbali and rack.

Edge represenied Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC All-Suir Fooiball Game and then went un o West
Libeny Stte College where he was a four-year letierman, two-time all-West Virgiria Conlereace selection
and 1he leam’s co-capian as 3 semor

He received his B A. in Busipess Education, Hezlth Educauon and Physical Education and & Mastier s
Degree 1 Sccondary Admumistrason [rom the Liniversity of Dayion. Be is a LS. Aemy veleran, serving
acuve duty (rom 1938-60 and «n the reserves from 1960-63

Dr, Vincent ‘Vince’ Monseaun (0vAC ‘Contributor’)

Dr. Yincent “Vince™ Monseau (Weir High School, Class of 1958). Think of lhe sport
of wresiling &nd you think of Monscau, who cnjeyed success at the high school level
loczlly before making his mark al West Libeny Swte College

As a high school coach, he spenl nine years at Ouk Glen, Charlesion and Weir hegh
schools, guiding the 1967 Oak Glen squad 10 2 W Va. State Touraarmient championshup.

Aflter onc ycar at Peru Stalc e Nebraska, he spenl 31 years (1973-2004) as head
coach a1 Wes1 Libeny, compiling a 359-221.7 record. He coached 72 All-Amencans,
34 Acaderic All-Amencans and six Natonal Champions and guided Lhe Hillteppers o
a nauongl runner-up finish in 1995.

Mumseay, whu alw couched Football and cross country during his duys al WLSC,
directed the NATA National Wrestling Teurnamcnt in both 1979 and "87 and was an adminisirative assistant
for the NCAA Duvision {1 National Wrestling Tounameat in 2003

His awards are numerous. including the OVAC "Mr. Mat" award in 1983; NAIA Hall of Fume in 1987,
USA Wrestlisg Bronze Level Member Coach in 1987, West Liberty Siawe College Athleue 1iall of Fame in
1997, NCAA Division 1l Southwest Regional Coach of the Year in 1996 and 1997, National Wrestling Hall
of Fame in 2002, NCAA Division !l Wreslling Hall of Fame in 2003; and Nalional Wreslling Coaches
Associzuon Lifeume Member in 2004,

Currently in his Nfth ycar as principal at River High Scheol, Monscau also dirccted youth wrestling camps
at West Libeny for nearly 30 years

As an athlele, Monseau parucipated in football, wresthing and track al both Wer High and West Labenty
State College and laler participaied tn many distance mces, ineluding the Boslen Marathon and Wheeling
Dnstance Race

Monscau allined his B A degree from West Libeny Staie College as well as both a MLA. and Decloric
af Educauon [zom West Virgima University.

John Sorrenti (Media)

John Sarrenti (Weir High Schoul, Class of 1956). Even il you don’t kaow Sorrenu,
you probably recogmize his voice

Back 1n 1954, at the age of 16, he began whal would be a 40.ycar carcer as & sports
announcer [or WEIR Radio :n Werton, During that ime. he broadcast lootball. basketball
and baschall games for four OVAG-member schools — Wear, Madonna, Brooke and
Wintersville

Aller relinng [rom thal position 1n 1994, he worked [our years [or televison slation
WTOV-TVS on fvotball “Game of the Week ™ Lelecaxts and alse announced the OVAC
Wrcstling Toumamenl telccast in 1996,

As along-lime (riend and supporer of the OVAC Sorrents served as Master of Ceremomes (or the OVAC
Qucen of Queens competition for live years wn the md-1980s and he kas been the Master of Ceremonies at
the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquel sance it inceplioa

Among Sorrenti’™s awards, he was hoaored on Lthe Werr Fligh Wall of Fame i 1995 and mcconed Iwo
separaic honors from the Dapper Dan Club of ke Upper Ohio Vallcy, including the 2009 Robent 5. MeKelhvey
Memonal Award,

Sorrenta bepan a polibeal sarcer in 1982 when he was clecicd as a Wainon City Councilman In (986, he
was clecied as a Hancock County Comnussiones - a posilion ke was re-clecied 1o twice for aotal of |8 years
n office

Hc has also scrved as Purchasing Agent for Hancock Couaty Schools and Adult Education and Placement
Cuordmator of the John I Rockefeller 1V Carcer Conter and is currently Manager of Training at Mounlaincer
Casino, Reson and Racetrack.

Gene Ford (Coaches)

Gene Ford (Indian Vallcy Nonh High School, Class of 1970). As colorlul and well-
known as he was suceessfyl, Ford compled a 440-262 rocord in 31 years as a high
school bovs' basketball coach.

He coached one year al S hand five al T Valley hefore making his
mark dunng 25 years al Cambndge High ¢1980-2005) where he won 400 games and lost
183

Ford's Cambridge 1cams compiled a 59-25 record m tounamenl play. winning L8
secuonal ules, eight eiinet crowns aad (ive regional championships kading 1o five
siate lournament appearances (1987-88, 1991-92,1994-95. 1995-96 and [999-2000).
wneluding a runncr-up finish in 1994-95, His learms also won 10 East Central Ohio League liles

He received "Couch of the Year™ honors in the OVAC, Eastern Distnet, Distnel 12 und ECOL and was the
OHSBCA Division 11 Stalc “Coach of the Year™in 1988

Ford served as president of the Distoct 12 Coaches Association, as a trusiee for the OHSA A Foundation and
on the Board of Dirclors of Lhe Otuo High School Basketball Hall of Famé Muscum. The recipicent of lhe
OVAC Farl Haberfield Couches Award 1n 2003, he wias inducied into the Ghie High School Basketball
Coaches Associalion Hall of #ame in 2007

As an athlele, he earned 11 varsty leters (four in bascball, four in cack, three in Saskeibull) m Midvale
and [achan Valley Nerth. Il scored 1310 carcer points and carned first leam all-Ohio, all-Easiern Districe
and all-inier Valley Conlercnee accolades i1n baskelball and was a slate quatificr in the pole vauh in uack

He was a four-year lettierman at Muskingum College in baskelball, scoring 1717 poims (sccond most in
school fistory) while caming all-Ohio Athletic Conference “Athlewe of the Year™ honors and UPL “Small
America” accolades. He was a charier member of the Muskingum Atbletic Hall of Fame in 1980

Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Coaches)

Henry “Hank'" Lazasy {Warren Consolidated High Sehool, Class of 1950). A pillac
of the boys’ basketball coaching community for 34 years, Lasasz lopped the 400-victory
platcau as his wams at Warren Consolidated, Buckeye South, Buckeye SouthWest and
Buckeye Local combined for a 405301 record.

All 1old, Lazasz.coached teams won four OVAC championships, 10 secuonal titles
and theee distnict crowns while hasing 1wo leams go undeleated 1a the regular seasen
(1970 &nd 197}

[n 15 years 2t Warren Consofidated (1958.72), hus ilcams were 179.120, winning two
OVAC championships (1961 and 1970). The 1970 squad posied a 22-1 recerd. winning
OHSAA Class A sectional and disterel ulles belore dowing m the regional

In 16 ycars at Buckeye Soulh, s teams were 211-133 and won two OVAC championships (1977 and
1981). erght seclional titles and two disinel crowns The 1977 icam was 22-1 and ranked No. 1 in Ohio Class
A, losing in the regional finals. That year, Lasass was sumed Chio Class AA “Coach of the Year” by UPT
ang Bastern Distrcl “Coach of the Year™ by AP

He concluded wilh lwo years aw Buckeye SouthWes: and then was head cozch 1n the 1irst year of the complete
Buckeyc Locel consolidahion tn 1990.9]

Larass also was the OVAC all-sports “Coach of the Year™ in 1970 and received the Upper Chio Valley
Dapper Dan Ctub's Carl Hamill Award in 1990 He coached in both the Ohio North-South Ali-Star Game and
the OVAC All-Star Classic and had two yearly OVAC basketbuil scholarships named in his honor. He receine
the OVAC"s Earl Flaber(ield Coachcs Award :n [986.

He was a member of the OHSBCA and scrved as president of the Dusinet 5 Baskeibal! Coaches
Associution. He wa alse inducied into the Ohio High School Baskeibull Coaches Association Hall of Fame
and the District 5 Baskeibalt Coaches Assoctation Hall of Fame

Lavass was a1heee-vear lewerman in high school basketball at Warren Consolidated in both basketball and
[uotball. He then leuered two years in baskeiball and four in football at Bethany College belore scrving wo
years in lhe U5, Army.

Bill Paolisso (oricials)

Bill Paofisso (Weir High School, Class of 1946). He was a mainslay amony arcu
officials, working OVAC loolball and boys/girls baskelbzll games for a S0-year period
[rom 1948-1998_ first with the Wheeliag board and later wath the Weinon-Steubenville
board

Paclisso olficiaed 10 West Virginia stale champiotshup [ootball games duniag his
carcer and several Ohio-West Virginia and OVAC All-5tur fooiball games

In busketbal?, ke ofliviated more than 100 pos als, region-
als, suate), ineluding 149 state wursaments. He worked the first Samuel A. Muomley
OVAC All-Star Baskelbal) Classic in 1974 and also was a tcferec in the West Virginia Conlerence.

Among Paolisso’s ofliciuting awards arc the OVAC Roberl Dawson Officials Awurd; the Ohio Valley
Foothall Ceaghes Assocration Officials Award, the West Virginia Secondary Schools Alkleuc Commission
Award: and the Weirton-Sieubenville Officials’ Board Awardl,

Puolisse was o Lhree-sport athlete at Weir High (football, bashetball and baseball). He was (irst icam all-staic
n [oolball 2nd basketball as a senior, caring all-OVAC honors in baskeibal} pwice and ence in footbatl He
was 150 all-ioumamen (o the state champion Red Riders” baseball t¢am

He played Lwo years of prolessional baseball in the 51 Louis Candinals’ organtzation (1952 and 1953) and
he served two years in the 175 Army,

Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (atiete - 19405)

Harold “Doc” Daugherty (Weur High School, Class of 1945). In 1943, he became
she first of only seven high school athleles 1o win the W.Va Amawur Athlete of Lhe Year
Award, the state’s oldest hoor daling back 1o 1934 A [irst tcam. all-class. atl-stater in
lootball, baskelbail and bascball, he also carned All-OVAC foolball and basketball honors
as a Red Rider semuor.

The two-way bagk led Weir to a 9-1 football record in 1943, losiag enly Lo state
champion Parkersburg. As a semor, i 1944, he led Weir 10 2 40-13 vicory over
Parkersburg and accounted for live wughdowss — 3 TD run. two TD passcs. a 10i-yard
pass inlereeption return and an 80-vard kickoll retumn,

Daugherty s twu-year career included running and passing for 1,925 vurds and 31 touchdowns. He also
returned kicks and was a star defensive back.

In baskeihail, the all-stater helped Weir b a 23.2 record. [n bascball, ke led the Red Riders (o the one-class
state chaenpionship v 1945,

He signed a football scholarship W Ohio State Universily where he played on a 7-2 record team as 4 lresh-
man slaning safetly. ia the [ih game, ke moved into the starling oilensive lintup as tilback. He was drafled
itto the US Army in April of 1946 and, alier discharge, he signed a prefessional basebzll contract with the
Drctront Tigers and played pro baseball from 1948.53 Included were three years in Class AAA with Ballalo
and Taleda. |le opened the 1351 season with the mayer feague team, but retumed to Toledo alier a montk

When the Weir High football coaching job opened, he was hired and gwded lis second team. vn 1955, o
an 8- record and an QVAC e [e also conlinued his pro bascball carcer by playing in the late 1950s :n
Minet, N.D . and Mitckell, $.0., and was manager of farm lcams 1n 1964 and 1965 :n Coco Beack, Fla . and
Deiuth, Minn [lc capped his high school coaching career in Bedlord, Ohio.
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Jim Hanna (Athlete - 19505)

Jim Hanna (Wair High School, Class of 1950) A three-sport all-star who led lhe Red
Riders 10 1w o sule one-class champronships as a senior, he is one of Lhe mest decoral-
¢d athlcics 1n school history A varsity [oolball starter as a freshman, he continued Lo
cexcel under Hull of Fame coach Carl Hamill, who [abeled Hanna and Daugheny as "two
ol the lincst all-around athlelcs™ he coached n hus legendary career,

In 1949, Hanza starred oz the 11-0 record Weir football eam wiich won the first
WV largest Class A playvoll nle with a 27-13 victory over Msllon The lwo-way
end/punier’placelscker landed ninc hdown passes and scored B3 points as a sentor
when he was rusmer-up for the West Virgima Player of the Year Hosman Award (now 1he Kennedy Award)
and was selecled first leam AIlLOYAC, Alt-vatley and All-Staie. He also played tn twi all-star games. West
Virgima vs. Ohio and the West Virginia North-Soutk game

In basketball, he was second tram All-W Va and All-OVAC

In baseball, he piched and batied Werr ta the ong-class Wesl Visgaimia chamgnanship In the 5-3 finaly’ win
over East Bank, he struck out 10 1n a six-hit effort and balted in four runs with twa singles

He accepted a football scholarsbip lrom: fegendary Kenweky coach Pael (Beark Bryant and surted al end
on 2 (teshman squad quarterbacked by Babe Panilli. Fle Ic school w play munor lcague basebali lor several
scasons before returming Lo Weirson, where he has been a long-ume local Amencan Legion. agh school and
summer baseball coach and seout

Bill Jobko (atniete - 19505)

Bill jobke (Bridgcport High Schooi, Class of 1953). A threc-vear, three-sport
Bulldog athlele 10 footbull, basketbull and bascball, he camed All-OVAC and All-
Valley football honars as a senior hineman

Recruiled by Ohio Stale Umiversity, he became @ wwo-way olfensive guard and
incbacker who played or the Buckeye national Lille cams of 1954 and 1957 when the
Buckeyes won two Rose Bowls. He was leam MVPin 1957 He s the only player in
Big 10 Conlerence kistory to never play in a losing Big 10 regular scason game He
recorded a safety for the College AR-Stars 1n a 35-19 victory over the NFL champior Detron Lions, one of
only eight times the collegians defcated the NFL champions in the annual classic.

He was dralied by ke Los Angeles Rams and played for the NFL icam [rom 1958-62 before performing
for the Minaesota Vikings from 1963-65. Jobko cappedd hus pro playing varcer ad a loam defonsive captain of
the ongmal Atanta Falcons im 1966 From 1967-89, he worked for Lhe Falcons in varicus roles -assislanl
coach, scoul and Director of Pro Player Personnel He eloscd his NFL carcer as chicl college scoul of the
Phocnia Cardinaks from 1989-94

Bridgeport High School onored Jobko by naming the strect entrance to Perkins Ficld as “Bill Jobko Way”
and thes on Avg 21, 2008, dedicaled its home complex as “Bill Jobko Football Stadium.™

Tim Anderson (Athietc - 1960s)

Tim Anderson (Follansbee High School. Class of 1967) Andcerson’s lootball carcer
was a wel-traveled one, as well as o quite suceesslul one He (iest realized gnd geeawness
in Follansbee, a prep career so geod that st landed him a scholarship at ene of the preruer
football colleges i the naton — The Ohuwo Stale University

Just like for the Biue Wave back on the banks of the Oluo River, Anderson stamed
(or ke Buckeyes, so much so that ke was a first-round pick of the San Franciseo 49¢ry
His NFL. days, however, got off 1 a delayed siart due 1o contract difficulies [n the
mcanlime, Anderson enpoyed an all-league honors sual witk the Canadian Foulball
League’s Toronto Argonauls.

Anderson was a three-sport standowt at Follansbee Figh. 1n addition to his many fooibzll achievements,
the 6 71, 195-pounder dislinguished kimsell quite mcely in baseball and track

As a semor, Anderson's Blue Wave went 8-2 Those two blemishes came in the scason's first two games
contesis 12 which Anderson did not play due 10 tnjury In just cight games, Anderson rushed for 863 yards
and also led the team an tackles As a resull, the two-way back camed all-OVAC, All-Valley and ali-W Va
Class AAA lirsl-tcam kornors. As jumor. ke was all-OVAC and All-Yalicy second icam.

He started two years [or the Blue Wave baseball squad as an outficlder. He also jouned the track leam as a
semor and was fifth i Lthe state Class AAA shot put.

At Ohw Slate, Anderson started three vears as a defersive back Duning that span, the powerlul Buckeyes
wenl 27-2 with iwo Big Ten ttles while also being named the consensus natwonal chamrpions in [968 That
leam beat the Q.1 Simpson-led USC Trojans 1n the Rose Bow| As a semor, be was imst-leam all-Bhg Ten and
was a hirst team All-Amencan

s Buckeye stardom proved a springboard 10 beng the 23rd prek in the 1971 NFL dralt He owned the
distincuon of being the highest of the 12 Ohio State gridders chosen :n that draft, including Jack Tatum. When
unable 1o agree Lo iems wilh the 49¢rs, he plaved lour seasons in Canada belore retuming (0 San Francisco
and playing the 1975 campa:gn for the Niners. The (ollowing scason, Anderson played for the Bulfalo Bills.

Mark Thompson (Athlete - 1960s)

Mark Thomgpsan (Mounl Peasant High School, Class of 1969). Basketball was a way of
lafe 1n the Thompson famuly, with Mark being the most producuve. His two alder brothers
= Righ apd Jim — staried 2 hoop tradilion at Mounl Pleasant Figh in 1960 Every vear
dunng Lhat decade wilnessed a Thompson in the Moualies' slarting lineup, ending with
Mark s graduauon 1a 1969 Mark sct the family standard, bowes er, (or basketball greatness
He wasted no e makiog ks prescnee fell on the hardwood, finishing as the sccond-lcad-
ing scorer (or the jumor varsily weam as a [osh, Thal jayvee squad went 180

Thompson was nol.mn; short of magical the oext three winters, Jeading the team in
sconng and reb cach patgn. idis dous play also sparked an cyc-puppmg
42-9 rseord during that span for Lhe Mountics, which included three suceessive sectional
co-championships. a distnict final bertk ard a district semu-final appearance. As a sophomore, the hard.working
hoapster averaged 176 poinis a game. That (igure jemped 1024 B as o junior and was capped by a 28 1 per game
showsag as a semor, including & caseer-best 30 lighun gs against Smithlield. During Lhal senior year, the Mounties
averuged more thun 95 points a game, lopping Lhe century mark in six of 18 seguler scason contests.

All told, the 6 [t 4 Thompson — who was blessed with both inside and oulside scoring skills — exitod high
school with 1,623 pamnts in hus portfolio. He netied a host of accolades lor ais basketball expertse. headed by first
team all-Chio hanors as bath o juaiar and seaior He was also an ull-Eastern Distna, al-Eastem Ohio Athlene
TLeaguc and all-OVAC konance all three vears. He was captam of the OVAC team as a senior,

Thompson was 0o ooc-sport wondzr as be alse displayed his athlelic prowess on buth the gndiron and bascball
diamond He was a wo-way starier in fontball. stamng as quaricrback and defensive Sack. The three-year negular
was an all-Eastern Distnet, all«OVAC and Eastern Ohio Athletic Leaguc selection in his junior and senior scasons.
Thompsan alse picked up three lewers in baseball., chalked ap 1wo ro-hiuers and four one-hiucrs

Not surpnsing, Thompson received some 120 Division | college scholarmhup offers. He cast his Jat with
basketball at the University of Flortda. Thompson was the second-leading scorer on the Gaters” [rosh teum. Aller
redshirung as a sophomeore due 10 an ankle injury, he worked himself inio being a par-ume swaner dunng his
Jumot and seror seasons and was 4 co-captan bus Nimal campagn with the Gatars,

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 19705)

Marty Coyne {Lansly Miliary [nstiiue, Class of 1977) Coyne wax a Lhrec.span sland-
out for the Cadets, but baskerball was delimtely the versatile 6 1. 5 athleie’s meal ucket.

Caoync distinguished kimscll us onc of the premicr hoopsiers in the Ohio Valley
duning the decade of the "70s. He was a threc-year starter in roundball at Linsly,
blossoming inur & vinual scoring machine his junior and senior campaigns Coyne netled
599 pornls in his funior season alone. good (or 4 27.2 average. He was also a beast on
the boards. grabbing 14.2 caroms per ouling He nearly duplicated those numbers in his
senior campaign, scoring 598 points for a 27.1 average. The talented post’s rebound
tetals ballooned 1w 16.5 per game.

Coyne's sconng antics were tops in the Ohio Valley both scasons. His single-game high was 46 against
Wheeling Centrul. The dependable cager scored in double Figures in all 47 of his high school starts. Couyne’s
scoring prowess also trznslated 1nto icam success. The Cadels compiled 54-12 record during his final three
campaighs. The Bridgepon sative garnered all-Cizy, all-OVAC and #ll-West Virginia honors cach for his last
1wo years He aiso was co-caplain of the all-statc 1cam as a scrior. He onded his  illustrious hardwood carcer
with 1,389 poinls.

He was also a standoul o the gndiroz, siarting three scasons The glue-fingered receiver led ail Ohio Valley
small school pass calchers his senior scason while also averaging 37 5 yards per pum. Coyne was also named
ail-OVAC and all-state first tcam for ks football success as a scmor

Springume saw Cuyne start three scasons on the Linsly diamond, serving as ¢o-capiain as 3 senjor

Alter graduation from Linsly, Coyne reccived an appointment 10 the U S Military Academy ac West Poinl
{NY} He had the privilege of playing for the now legendary Duke head coach Mike Krzyzewskl, Coyne sturted
three scasons, helping the Black Kmghis of the Hudson 10 an NIT berik in 1978, He averaged 15.6 ponls a

s a junior and 16.5 points as & senior. His 1,126 carcer points runked 1th on the all-tme Arry scoring
list at Lthe lme of his graduation. He also grabbed more Lhan 400 rcbounds for the Cadets, where he served as
Co-Caplain as a senior. Coyne aseended [0 the rank of CTC with 11 years acuve duty,

Mike Dawson (Athlete - 1970s)

Mike Dawson {Magnolia High School, Class of 1978). When you begin (o recall the great
athletes in Magrolia High annals, Mike Dawson is always near Lhe top of Lhe list. And why
aot? The rugged 6 1. 2. 195-pounder carned 12 letiers sn four sports for the Blue Eagles

Tu was foetball, however, which brought Dowson the mast scclasm Following s senior
grid scason in 1977, Dawson was sclecied as the W Va. Alt-Class Player of the Year by the
Morgariown Touchdown Club while [unishing as runperup for the Kennedy Award That
sam¢ season, he was pamed captan of 1he all-W Va. Class AA tcam as a defeasive back alter
pilfenog seven passes. He was aiso the captam of the all-Valley and all-OVAC 1cams
Duw son rushed [or B33 yards on just 112 cames m pine games as a senior for Coach Dave Cisar He was named

¢-team all-statg as 1 q k a5 2 junior. For bys carcer, Dawsen accounied for more than 3,000 all purpose
yards and wotaled 152 pointy despile missing four games with imjunes.

Draw son ulumalely sclocued West Virginia University. As 3 sophomaore, he ciurned a sturling sp as a lincbeckes,
but he injured bus keee while blocking a punl against Pess Stale. Dawson ended a3 a wo-year Mountaneer gnd
fettcrman.

The talenicd Blue Eagle was also dominant in baschall. He was a four-year starier, secing action at both catcher
ard shortstop and carmng all-West Virgimsa lourels his jumior and semior scasons after helping lead the kagles Lo Lhe
<iaie tumament both years Be was 21 iwo-Ume all-OVAC and all-Valicy henaree, senving as capain of the laer as
a semot, Sprng peoved quite busy lfor Dawson When ot playiag bascball, he was a valuabic contnbutor w the Blue
Tagles” srack team. Despite hitle praglicr Ume, be was sull able o sparkle in the West Virgiaia Class A state track
meot. As 2 jumer. ho was ruaner-6p 10 both the 100-yard dash and long jemp. the (atier on the strength of 2 leap bel
Ler thaa 21 feet. EHe ulso won the West Virginia AALF 100-yard dask in 1977,

Dawson'was also a throe-year starter in baskeball. Among his many hoop highlights was a 36-point cutburst
against Wheeling Park

Charlie Keenan (At - 19805)

Charlie Keenan (Swubenville High School, Class of 1985) Be it on the gridiron,
wrestling mat or 1 the classroom, Keenan prided himself on execlfence and in all three
areas of his life, he wax nothing short of seasational

Keenan was the comerstone of Big Red's inilial stale grid playolf championship,
upmmng the 1984 prid juggernaut. He lod the Rene Saccocsia-coached gndders 1o a

13.0) season that fall. He established new schoal records for tackles and sacks en novls Lo
being named the suate’s Division 11 Lineman of the Year The firsl-icam all-staler was also
accorded honorable menlion All-American piaudils. He was named capiain of the all-
OVAC and all-Eastern Distncl icams and was scleeted to play it the OVAC and Ohio
North-South Ail-Star games.

The releness lineman was a three-year starter for Steubenville that went 30-0 in the regular scason and 33-
2 overall, [is great grid play earmed hum the disunction of being aamed Lhe co-captain of the 1980s All-Decade
Football Team sclected by The Intelligencer. His Big Red suctess proved a spriagboard Lo a football seholarship
to The Ohio State University where he was a letterman (o the Scarict & Gray gndders

IKeenan was just as impressive on the prep mats e won a pair of OVAC tilles, captunng the 175-pound class
s i sophomore [olluwed by the 185-pound crown as a junior befure grubbing (he brass nzg as the Ohivo sute
kingpin that winter. Keenan apied Lo move up Lo heavyweight as 4 senior. prepanng him for the rigors of an Obio
State gridder That move to heavyweight sel up a match aganst Bamesvilic High's mammotk and (cllow OSU
gnd recrui Tim Moxley The two met in the OVAC [inals 3n (985, atiracling possibly Lhe largest crowd al a
wreslling mated in Ohio Vailey annais, with Moxlcy pufling oul an cpic 1{-8 Iniumph. It snzpped Keenan's
45-match winning stireak Keenan was awarded the George Kovalick Scholarship that vear He linished his Big
Red wresting carcer with a sparkling 110-18 record

Keenan also upled b wrestle at Ohio State, caming two varsity leters v the mat sport.

He was the Steubenville High valedictonan, compiling a 4 0 GPA He went on o cam master s and doctoraic
degrees. Aller receving lus OSU degree, Keenan retumned home and senved as a teacher, admimistralor and
coach al tus alma mater [e now 1s @ school supenntendent in northem Ohio.

Tim Moxley (Athiete - 19805)

Tim Moxley {(Bamnesville High School, Class of [985.) A heavyweighl i= cvery sense
of the word. Tim Moxley is ceriainly that. Moxlcy came vp huge in both football wnrd
wresling for the Shamrocks. He enjoyed & slaz-studded and champuon-filled four aikiclic
wears al the weslern Belmont County school

Moxley gamered all-Ohio honors in fontball for the Red & Green while also grabbing
2 pair of state wrestling championshups. The & L 7, 300-pounder parlayed h:s prep
achicvemcrts into a football scholarship al The Oluo State Universily

Moxley was & three-year sturter on the Shamrocks” Ime He helped guide the Red &
Green o a 17-3 mark over his last lwo seasons and the OVAC championship in 1983

He was accorded a bevy of first leam all-star honors for bus senior season play, They included ai-Vailey, ali-
OVAC, all-Eastern District and ali-Chio by The Associaled Press He was a second.team all-Ohuo Unsted Press
Intermational honoree As a junivr, Moxley was a second-team all-Valley selection.

Moxley carved out an cven more glittening prep resume in the mat sport. The powerlul heavyweight caplured
a par of Ohio state championshigs, malching e aumber of OVAC crowns w0 his eredil As a senuor, he led the
Shamrock grappicrs to the overal]l OVAC Tournament tile while also being accorded 1he prestigious Bierkorile
Award. Morcover, the Moxley-led matmen of Coach Darrell Davis captored the stale lournament team title in
1985, His OVAC title maiches against Steubeaville's Chashie Keenan — also joimng this year's OVAL Hall of
Fame induction ficld — are legendany. Moxley handed Keenan his orly iwo losses in the OVAC cvent Moxley
was %0 impressive on the mal that he wus sclecied w the USA’s Scholastic All-Amenca Wresting “Dream
Teaun” lor 1984-B5. Ele was third in the DVAT as a sophomons

Al Chio Stale, Mozley was all football He moved inlo Lhe Buckeyes' slarling hncup as a sophomore, alicr
seemg playing e i all 13 garmes as a red-shun freshman He staned seven out of the Bucks ' [inal cight games
as & sophomore As a junior, he started all 1] games and conlinued that strong play as a semor. He played in iwo
bow{ games for Qhuo State — the 1987 Colton Bowl and the 195 Halt of Fame Bowd, Moxley was selected by
the Washinglan Redskins in the mnth round of the 1990 NFL Drafl
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David Bosley (athlete - 19905)

David Bostey (Paden City High Schonl. Class of 1993). Paden Cily prides itsell on
quality basketbatl. To that end. David Bosley is on Lhe shori Fst of preat Wildcats

Boslcy was a scoring terror 8l Lhe liny Welzel County School. The scoring alse translated
1l a wealth of Wildcal winmng as the Green & While advanced 1o the West Virpinia
stale tournament in 1991 and 1992 Coach Bob Burton's "Cals also grabbed the QVAC
crowns in the 1992 and 1993 scasons. All told, Paden City won 81 usmes und Jost just 12
doring Bosley's four-year hoop carcer. Whi te the Wiidcats were winni ing, Bmlcy was
v:onnicl Ic linished his prep days wilh [.996 points. including a scnior campazgn in
which he neited 29 2 poinls, 7 8 assists and seven rebounds per sian Those loity num-
hers camed him the capuainey of the all-state wam. He wax also captain of the all-OVAC
squad thal year and was honored by the Dapper Dans for cutsianding achicvement. During his sophomore and
junior scasons. the 5t [l backcoun dandy carncd al-OVAL and all-siatc honors as Paden City advanced w0
the sLile lournament cach winter.

Emlcy also made usc of his superb athleticism (o star on the football field for Mike Flannery. The (our-year

I H back. carmung all-OVAC firsl-icam honors as a junior and senior. He com-
pleted 113-of- 221 passes I'ur 127 vards and 11 louchdowns while ryshing for 489 sinpes and seven additional
seores as A senior. Bosley was named to the Wesl Virginia Sr)rls Ultimale All-State Football Team. As a jumior,
he completed &9-of-112 tosses for Y95 yards and eight 1ouchdowas. He alsa rushed for 559 yards and six TDs
Bosley was alse a stellar punter, averaging 361 yards on 29 boow.

Buosley also made lus presence lelt in rack and field. 1le was an OVAC long jump champion and also was
4 slate runner-up in the 300-metcr hurdles.

Bonley ook his vast baskeiball skills Lo Lhe next level, camimng a -u.hnlar\hnp 10 1.SU in the rugged SEC, He
played lour vears lor legeadary Dale Brown, who retired aller Basley's scnior campaign. [n %uslr.'\ s final
regular season game, he netied the final four points of the game to gnc Brown his Mirst-cver lnumph over
Nofan Richardson’s Arkan<as Rasarbacks sinee they jnincd the SEC in 1991, Bosley was awarded the 15U’
Direcior Cup lor academic excell and was ized 28 an SEC Scholar Athlete.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Otis Winston (Ashlete - 19905)

Otis Winston (Torunw [igh Schowl, Class of 1992) Winston is sytotiysous with Ohio
Valley high jumpmg. He sull remains the measueing suck for prep jumping greawess

Winston 1|uw.c\ vef, was more than an accompl sged high jumper. He possessed mulu-
Taceted skills both in track as well as baskeibal

Whilc bevoming the Dhio Valley s first seven-fool leaper, he was cqually as dominaung
on the hurdwood, lewerng four years for the Red Knights, while garnening ficst-team all-
Ohio honors as 4 scoior

Winston i sull ihe Red Knights™ all-ime lcading scorer via his 1,453 markees. As a
senior, the athlevic forward carmed his team 1o an OVAC 3-A crown thanks, in pan, to his
31.1 points, |4 rebounds, six sicals and six assisls per gare

EHe was the model of consistency as meflected in a 20.game streak of 30 points a7 marg His single game hugh was
46 Ile was both the Eastern Distne and Disiriet 5 Player of The Year sad starred in the Ohio Nonh-South Gume,
scoring 18 poinis in @ winping cause As a juiior, he averaged 25 points a game and was first-team all-OVAC. He
alsw cajoved d superb sophomore yeur, paining firstsicam all-OVAC honors with bix I8 poirts » game

Tor the Red Kaight thinglads, the & 1 5 Winslon was a three-lime slate champion, 1wice in the high jump and
n the loag jump as a sentar with a 22-10 cffon. He capluzed the swzle high jump Utle as a sophomere with 2 610
Jump Tollowed by his recordsseuting statc Jeap of ~ 6-11 the following June.

His athletic schicvements lod him 1o Columbus where he starred ia both spurts for The Ohio Staie University.

Winston camed Al-American hanors st OSU in track, winnirg the Big Ten high jumping Ul lour limes, twice
outdoors and iwice indoors. He limshed third wn the NCAA s a freshman with hus sul! Qo State recond of 7-4 5
Winston compeled i the 1996 Qlympic tnals.

He was no shoch for the Buckeyes in baskewball, eaming a staning berth as a junior, speciatizing as a delensive
swpper. He served the Buckeye bovpslers as co-caplain us a senior .md finished his carcer wilh a 17-point outing
against hated-rival Michi He was a Lh 0OSLi b

Winston went on o play professional buskelball in Russia. Ao ordained minister, he still Tis es in the Culumbus
area. He owns his own production company and is a bank compuier technician. He also linds time Lo coach track
at New Albany High School.

Rick DeLuca (ovAC ‘Family)

Rick Del.uca (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1970). Probably the
only question regarding Del.uca is in what aspect of the OQVAC hasn’l he made a
sigmificant contribution. Whether it's the arduous task of compiling the conlerence
sundings, serving on various committees, developing new venturcs. coaching and
even reposiing the everts through the media, Deluea bas done it all.

He's the ore who puts together the weckly standings in a majority of spons in the
OVAC, including football, volleyball, boys’ and girls” basketball and bascbail.

It was DeLuca who formulaied the VAL baskeiball playo(Ts, serving as the
director of thal event, and who also combined with OVAC Executive Secrelary
Tom Rataiczak o establish the OVAC Muscum - a histonical look 2t the confer-
coce, its schoeols and athicles throughout the years - which is housed in WesBanco
Argna i Wheeling

DcLuca also setves on the QVAC Volleyball Committee, the OVAC Bascball Committee, the QVAC
Boosters Corimittee and the OVAC Scholarskip Commintee.

:—[c alhso offers — through fus DeLuca Realy business venture - a yearly QVAC Volleyball
Scholurship

DeLuca, who also coached the high school baseball 1eams at Bridgepen for three years and Buckeye
Lacal far one year, 1s & veteran of the Ohio Valley media, working for more then 40 yeats as a part-tune
sportswriter at The Times Leader. Ho was a three-ime finahst for Ohie Sporswnier of the Year by
the Natiora! Sporiswriter and Sporiscasters Association and recerved four awards from the Ohio Prep
Sponswriters Association He also wrote some articles for USA Today in its carly years and has had
several non-sports acticles published 1 varteus rexional and national publications

Frank Baxter (OvAC ‘Contributor’)

Frank Baxter (Bridgepont High Schoo!l, Class of 1949). When you think of
Bridgeport High School, this 15 surely one of the names that comes to mind After all,
Baxler was pant of the Bridgeport school sysiem (or more than 60 years as & student,
athlete, teacher. coach and administrator

As an athlete, he was an all-OVAC honoree in football as a cenler=linebacker and in
askesdull where he averaged 25 poinis per game as a senior. After 4 stintin the armed
serviees during the Korean War, he enrolled a1 West Liberty Stale College wheee he
played footbail and ran track and recoived a bachelor's degree, later receving his
master’s from the University of Dayton.

After tcaching and coaching a: Barnesville High School for one season, he retumed
10 his alma mater and began an incredible d7-year run as Bridgeport's athletic director — believed ta be the
longest Lenure in OVAC history = retiring in 2004

From 1962 1o 1980, he alse doubled as the Buildogs' head boys' basketball coach, guiding the tcam w0 a
solid 269-128 record. His teams won four OVAC championships (1963, ‘66, *72 and *74); 14 scctional ndes;
two district erowns and one regional championship, Bridgeport posted an unbeaten regular sexson in 1966,
ending wath 2 final 23-1 record and the UPI Class A state poll champienshap, and finished as the 1969 Obio
Class A runner-up with a 25-2 record at a time when there were only twe classes in the state.

Baxter was named the Ohio Class A "Coach of the Year™ in 1966 and became the first recipient of the OVAC's
ail-spons "Coach of the Year” award n 1969, Ele was also selocied Easiem Ohio and Easiem Distriet “Coach of
the Year” on scveral occasions [n 1688, Baxter was the Tastern Distnct “Athletic Directar of the Year™ and he was
inducted inta the Gthro Athlenic Ademnistrators Hall of Fame in 1994, He bas aiso been recogmzed by the Ohio High
Schoal Basketbali Coaches Associzuon, the Nasmith Memonal Basketball Hall of Fame through the OHSAA 1n
1988 and with the £ar' [ iaberfield Coaches Award at the OVAC Basketball Classic in 1987 Baxter received the Carl
Hamall Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2007 and when the new Bridgepoa High School
was constructed, the floor at the John I, Havlicck Gymnasium was named Frank Basaer Court

William ‘Bill’ Davies (Media)

William J. “Bill™ Davies {B3ameswille High School, Class of 1944) A “gentle giant™
whao wore many hats dunng his lifeume, it would be casy to Iabel Davies as "Mr,
Bameswville™ to many inside and outside the western Belmont County community, but i1
was i the media whese he made perhaps his greatest impact.

Atier enlisting in the Navy during World War [l and serving with the Navy Seabees m
Okinawa, he auended Miami (Ohio) University and compleied his education a1 The Ohio
State University where he graduated from the OS50 School of Journalisem in 1950

A true “old school” reporier who could recall many names and events at the drop of
a hat, his Iifelong carcer was spent nght n s backyard at The Bamesville Enierpnse
until his retinement in 1994, serving several years as editor-publisher while also covermg
Shamrock sporting ovents religiously,

Nat only did he report on Bamesville athletics for ‘The Enterprise, bus he also was a
valuable contributor 10 the spons departments at The Times Leader 1n Martins Ferry and The Draily Jeffersonian
in Cambridgs,

Amoeng the sports-related awards Davies neceived were 4 lJmmgu:shcd Servige Award [rom thy Bamesviiie
wresthing program in 191; the District 12 Basketball Coaches Ass hed Serviee Awerd in 1996;
the Ohio Bascball |1all of Fame Media Award in 1997; and induction inlo the Otio. Prop Sportswnicrs Association
Hall of Fame in 1998

He also was imductod o the Bamesville Arca Edveaton Foundation Hall of Fame m 1998; was named Bameswlle Cinzen
of the Year in 1994, recaved a Founders Awand from the Ohio Associaiion of Community Cofleges; ind graces the top of the
lleritage Tree at Belmorn Techmea? College

Navies was 3 wamity letiernszn n foctball and basketball i high school, and was a member at the gald
medal-winmng basketball team in the 1945 Pacfic Qlympics. He was & regisiered basketball official for 20
years and served as Ohio Stadium bench secunty and as an usher a1 Buckeye foorball games from 1958 unml
the year of bis death in 2003,

John Stephenson (Coaches)

John S'l:pllem'au (Wnyncshu.rg High Schaol, Class of 1969} Regarded as the “Father
of Cachz Wi d the rofe of head mai, coach in the second year
ol fu sport al thy sclioo

1hs first tcam had just | 2 wrestiers an the squad and finished 5-5-2. but by the next year
the team had increased 1o 34 members and the program was off and running

What followed during the next [4 years unul Stephenson siepped down afier the 1983
season was that Cadiz wresiing became highiy-respected throughout the state of Ohio and
was a perernial Ohio Valley Athlene Conferenee poweshouse

Stephensonecoached Cardinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual mect utes, 12
OVAC Class AA ournamen ttles and the overall OVAC mar championship in 1981. His
wams also won ¢ighy sectional championships and seven district Litles with numerous op
10 staic tourmament finishes, highlighted by the 1987 tcam which capturcd the Obio Class
A State Wrestlmg Championship. That feat camed Stephenson the Ohio Class A “Coach of the Year” selectuon.

Under his wielage. Cadiz produced 29 state place finishers including two stale champions and countless
OVAC Tounament champsons. Siephensen's dual meet record with the Cardinals was an impressive 142-18-2

For his many contributions 10 the spon of wrestling, including serving for many years on the OVAC Wresiling
Commitiee and as diroctor of several sectional and district tournaments, Siephengon was honored with the
OVAC's prestigrous “Mr. Mat Award” in 1993, Hamson Contral latey recognized the long-time coach with the
naming of school's mukipurpose building as The John W. Stephenson Cenier,

Stephenson received his degree in Tndustrial Arts and Physical Fducation from Fairmont State College, where

Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Coaches)

Charles “Chuck” Wast | Steubenville High Schooi, Class of 1945). A mainstay of
Big Red athietes, Coack Watt made his mark both as head baskeiball and baseball
cunch

In basketball, Wan assisted Ang Vaccaro before taking over in 1967 and beginning
a 23-year stint as head coach. During that time, he compiled a steflar record of 350
149, a winning percentage of 701,

B1g Red won cight OVAC champlonshnps under Wan (1971 15,008.°7%, 80,

86 and '9Q) and he was named the District 5 Basketb | Coaches A
"Coach of the Year” ia cach of those seasons while being named QVAC “Coach of
the Year” in both 1971 and 1990 Has teamts won 12 seetional ttles, including seven
straight from 1983 through 1990 and capwred four disirict championships (1970,
"71, "85 and '90}.

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hail of Fame in 1994 and
inte the District 5 Basketball Coaches Associaion Hall of Fame.

Watt also succeeded Vaccaro as the school’s head baseball coach, serving in that rele from 1965-75 and
compiling a 192-87-4 mark._ His Big Red tcams won two QVAC championships (1968 and 1973); three
sectional titles (1968, '72 and ' 75) and one distnel crown (1972)

He also coached the Steubenville American Legion Post 33 1cam for many years. After serving as an
ass:mm 0 Vaccaro from 1957 82 before becoming the manager in 1983 and posting a 367-104 record,

he was an NATA All-American wrestler After siepping down as wresthing coach, Stephenson served as
principal at Cads2 High School and then was premeited to principal at Harrisor: Central when the distret reorga-
ntzed 10 1999 and he mainained that positon unul 2001 He has also served as principal at Elarmison Hopedale
Elementary, Harrison Lakeland Flementary and has been Buildings and Grounds Superviser for the distnet

g state chy hips in 1984 and 1989
Watt's coaching career aclually began in his senior seasan at Steubenville College when he took over
at nud-scason and guided @ team thar started out 3-5 1o a 148 record to cam recognition as the ~ Most
Improved Team i the Country™ as determined by the Dick Dunkel Nanonal Raurg System




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (officials)

Johua “Sireaky' Haloszka (McKinley Vocuional School. Class of 1943)
A dedicated and colorful individual who was casily recogemzable by bis nicks
name, Halosska spent 40 years as sn oftical i the Ohio Valicy, working high
schoal games in football, basheiball, serthall, baseball and ieack

He also afficiated in the Wheeling Ouedoor Baskeiball Lgague which fea-
tured such players as Qhio Stawe University greats Johe Havlieeh and Jermy
Lucas and West Virginia University Jegends Jerry West and Rod Hundicy, He
also worked many ¥ aurnzment and the Sistersville
Independent l'oum.mu.nt - hoth widely-recognized for attracting tap collegiaze
players from throughour the tri-«

He worked a host of West Virginia guond.lr\ School Activitics Commission (SSAC) toumament
games ar the zectional, regionn and sttg levels and also officiated i the West Virginia Catholie State
Toumnazment

Amang the honors Haloseha received were an $SAC Serviee Award ar the state baskerball tourna-
ment in 1975 an SSAC Meritorious Award [or 30 year< of officiaung foorball and baskeibzl] 1o 1984 3
Meritorrous Award tor oulstinding service ta high scheol athletics from the Ohio High Schoul Athletic
Association IOHSAAL in 19851 reeogninon (rom the Ohie Valley Board ef Foolball Officials for his
many years of service in (986 honaeary lifetme memberships to the Ohie Valley Board of Foothall
Orficials in 1928 and the Ohia Valley Board of Rasketbal| Otlicials in 1993,

He was also hononed by the Upper Ohio Vatley Dupper Dar Club for eutsiunding achicvements and
coniributiens 10 high whool spon« in the arc in 1989 and recopnized w» un Bonorary official al the
At annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic m 2002

Fred Bruney (athiete 19405

Fred Bruney (Martina Ferry High School, Class of 19494, An hononed foutball player
at three levels — high school. college and pro, i gtched his nome in Purple Rider lore
as a senior when he led the 1948 am @ a 90-1 record. Ferry was ranked No. 3 in the
Uhio one-class poll behind No. 1 Massellon (-1} and No, 2 Canton McKinley (9-1). The
lome tie was 2 scoreless seugpke with unbeaten Trisdelphiz (90-1) played betore L0961
at Femy Staditm

After the nud-season t with the Triads, Bruney led Ferry to wins over Bellaire. 334);
East Liverpool, 13-T: Sweubenville, 20.0: Linsly, 350 and Mansfield. 6. Bruney lifted
the Riders past East Liverpool a second half comeback: led Ferry past Steubenyitle,
following a sconefess finvt halt, with a TD run and TD pass: and scored the pame’s only
TD in 2 64) win over state-taked Mansfiekl, Ferry had seven shutouts and allowed only
1Y points

‘The four-vear football plaver. who also played basketball and fan track , earned All-Ohio henors from Iniermational
News Service as well as AllLOVAC and All-Eastern Ghio recognition. The mple-threal Player led the Riders m rush-
ing and scoring with 97 poincs plus TD passes and also led the wam in pass intereepions and kick refurns,

He went on to Ohio State University where the two-way back had 17 pass interceptions — second on che
Buckeye chans. including three in one game. He was a first teany All-8ig Ten Conference choice and played in the
Eaxt-West Shrine Game

Bruney wus the 35th overall draft pick. in the third round. by the Cleveland Browns in 1953 and played siv
vears in the NFL with the San Francisco 49ers. Pitoburgh Steclers and Los Angeles Rams. From [960-62, e
played in the upstare AFL with the Boston Patricts 2nd twice eamed AFL All-Sear stanus, He ended with 15 pro
Pass Interceptions,

He then served 35 yeans as an NFL assistant coach with the Philadelphia Eaples, Atknta Faleons. Tanpa Bay
Buecaneens, New York Giants and Indianapolis Colis, When he retired 1n 997, he had the longest tenune as a pl.mer
and coach it pro foocball .

Bruney was the Lpper Ohiv Valley Dapper Dan Co-Man of the Year in 1931 along with OVAC Hall of Famer
Tomy Keane and was inductesd inte the City of Martins Ferry Hall of Fame i 2006,

Henry Josefczyk (atlee 1950)

Henry “Hank" Josefezyk (Yorkville High Schood, Class of 19561, After five decades,
he Bolds the (hia Valley secord for hasketball scoring average tor a semor. The 6-foot-6
center scored 1097 points in 26 pames for a 422 per gune torm. Hle averaged 17.5 per
game wich 724 poims as a jumer and his foar-year wal of 2001 ponts ks i the Top
15 in Chio Valley history

An Ll -fetter winner — four each m baskeibail and baseball and three i foutball — he
led the Buctillites o a 224 eum recond as i senior They won e leflferson County titk:
for the second stright vear plus the Ohio Clis B section and distriel crowms, including a
win ever an unbeaten Strasburg teasm before fosing 1o Chagrin Falis, 62-60, in the reghonal
WHTTENE. A i sehioe, he doke Lhe Yorkville single game scoring record set hy OVAC
chaner Hall of Famer Ken Alessi by hetling 76 poinrs against Shadysicle. i leam e alse scored 60 on in another
garne. He had 62 agaiosr Einly and four S0-point games (0 average 451 paints for regular seasen. The Té-poind
game o the thind-highestin OV histry and came in die final regulir seos game. o 99-T8 win,

Jusefervk was wlected fist wam All-Oftio, Al-OVAC and All-Easiern Ohio as well as Chuck Taylor All-
America recognition by playing # the annua? Nonth-South All-Arnerica Game fn Murray. Ky He also played in
the OfuaW. Va. va. Kentucky All-Star garnes in Hentington, WAL, and Ashland, Ky.

He reportedly had some 200 college seholasship offers and the senior class president and salulaorion selected
the £navensity of Dayton. He was a theee-year varsiy leiezman with tie Flyers afier plaving on the freshman tearn,
in his suphomonre season, he wis o feserve on the 25-4 record NIT runner-up team which [ust @ overtime to Xavier
after beatisgt Fordham ond St. John's. At Davion, he reeeived the fime John 1. Macheth Scholar-Athlete Awan!
in 1935, He gradusted in 1960 in Electrical Engincerisy and reeeived a masier™s degree from Cose Inatitule of
Techmology: He retarned to UT) as an instructor for twe vears, leaching the school's first graduate digital computer
courses. At e time, Davten was one of only four colleges o affer computer counes. He then joined the business
world. working for 12 yeurs for Tniel Corp.

Don Sutherin (Alete 19505)

Dea Sutherin (Toronto High School, Class of 1934). A three-aport, 12-letier winner Tor
she Red Knightx. he earned AlL-Ohio, Al-OVAC. All-Valley and All-Easiern Ohice football
honors ax 2 senior when he scored 19 of ‘Toroata's 24 TDs and accounted for 74 of the Red
Knights’ 95 firsl dewns in a 54 record season,

The 185.pound two.way back-kick rewrner-punter-kicker scored 129 points and
aceounted for 2,355 yards for an averuge of 250 yards a game. He rushed for 1022
vards and passed for 533 yards. On defense. he rewrned two of four pass sneerceptions
for scores.

He als led the Red Knghis 1o (6.2 regular season baskethall recard, the second best
mark in school history at tha time.

He carmed a lud cholarship to Ohio State Unaversity and Jeteered all three varsity
eanons an o wo-way back-kick returner-kickerspanter on two Big Ten Conference itk
teams. Ax 2 senior, un a 9+ 1 meord wam. he kicked the winming M-yard-field which decided a 10-7 Rose Bowl
victory uver Oregon.

Drafted i the eighth round by the New York Gianws, he saired 2 13-vear pro carcer as a defensive hack-
placekicker. He played twa seasons in the NFL with the Giants and Pitsburgh Sieelers amd plaved 11 years in
the Canadian Foothall League with Hamilten, Qurawa and Toronto.

A perennial CFL AL-Star. he played in eight Grey Cup tite pames in 1 yean and was un four championship
tearmns, When he reured. he was the all-nme scoring leader in tse CFL, ol hefd 18 CFL records He alsa served
as o CFL scout and assistant coach from 1621.91
ay inlucted ino the CFL Hall of Fame. He alw 15 inducted into the Torontoe High Schoot and
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Man Halls of Fame . e resides in Hanvalle, Ohis where he taight o 1ake High
Schoot and served s foothall cusch befure retinng in 1997

Larry Duck (aciete 19605)

Laeery Duck (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1962). Winning and Larry Duck go
hanglin-hangt

T prep gridiron lepend was one of the key picees i the Purple Ridensy’ amazing suc-
<o in the lute 1950 and early 1960s. The punishing and powerful Duck was 1 three-vear
0l staner for Fermy,

What is most emackable about his Slustrious grid carcer wins the fact that he never lost
a game as the Purple Riders went 30-0. As a suphomore. Duck started ar middke guand for
the Ferriams, coached by Hayden Buckley. Ax a junior. he stamed at both lincbacker aml
fullback 11 rookie couxch Bob Wiun puided another 10-0 campaign. Duck s contribunans
id not go unnaticed as he was first-team alFOVAC and co-captain of the all-Valley ream.
Druck’s ~enior year was even more amazing as Wion's charges mlled o yer another (040
sewon, Duck hacied i a mymisd of post-seion honors. He was named captain of the al-OVAC and all-Valley
teams and camed fint-teum Wll-Ohiv plaudits as o fullback. He wis nomed 1o the Senwr Scholastic Al-American
ng a spot in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game in Canton, Meorcover. he wis narmed UPL

3 dm.r averaging 5.6 yands a canry, scoring 12 touchdowns and gaining 911 vards.
T'n.' 6 f1., 220-pourkl Duck was no eie-spon wondker. s i was o starier in baskethall wiule alvo excelling in track.
He pusted the shot more than 50 feer and 1w |ﬂcd the dhcm berer than 150 fcc( huth prochigious disiances in that er.

Duck acvepred a scholarship w WVU ol 5 quently fed the M hman feam is rushing . His stay
in Morganwwn wis short-lived s he transterned w Memphis State Lniversity Thc move worked out exceptionally
well av Duck staned three years at muddle guand. His seammates voted him MVP fullowing his senior year, Duck
was also chosen 1© play in the prestigious Blue-Gray All-Star Game in Alabama.,

Ducks profific play led lum to being <drafted by the Canadin Foothall Eeague, He agted o rernain i Menphis as a
artaduate sastant He neumed home andd accepted o weiching position at Maruns Ferey High in (950, He spent te text
M0 years af hus 2l marer, eaching, coaching and also serving a ting as athketic directer. He guibed the Ferry boys bas-
Kethall warty 1y a1 20-5 record and a distrket championship in 1982, He kater coached the girls™ 1eam 1o much suceess,

Joe Niekro (athlete 1960s)

Joe Niekro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1962), The yoenyer hall of the maost

suceessul hrothers pitching tandem i Magor Leagoe Buschall Ristory . Joe carved his pro
mche after i guishing himself ¢n the mound ot the prep and coblegiate levels
ekro pocketed 221 Mujor Lespue wins as he and vlder brother Phil eamed far 539
res. still the professional high water mark .
His athletic feots wok root it Bridgeport High, where B wis more than juse a pitching
standsu, Nickro, in addliton o his basehall accolades, was an alFOVAC haskethall player at
the Kirkwood-hased sciiool. Niekne was u major plaser in the Bulldogs capuning thiee straight
Clizss AA binehatl sectional and district titdes, the Jasgest cass in Ohie af thal e

He clessed out his prep career in stellar fasiuon, wssing 4 no-hiter against Masins Ferey
in the sectional semifinaly. He was honored as an ail-Eastern Ofio baschall selection
Basehall had no OVAC All-Swr warn o that tee

Tollewing his suceessful Bridgeport renure, the Blase resident matriculated 10 West Liberty State College
where plived both basehull and basketball for 1he Hilltoppers Niekro helped piteh the Gold & Black of kgend-
ary Ceach Geaorge Kovalick e the 1964 NATA nativnal title
s collepiate fetes helped propel Nickro to a 22-vear Magor League corecr. He pitched for seven wams dut-
img his career. with 11 seaaons i a member of the Houston Astrgs. He won 21 gumes for the Astros in 1979
and Followed that with 2 mare victories an 1980

Duning the L9749 campagn, he made the National League Alk-Stae tearn, Jeading the senier circuit in wins and
shutouts L5} He won the Sporing News Pilcher of the Year Award and was runngr-up o Brugg Sutter in the Cy
Young voling Nickse pilched in one Workl Serics, that coming in 1987 with the Minnesota Twins. Joc hit vne
magor lexgue home run, that comiag off brather Phit in 1976,

Nickro died Oct, 26, 2006 after suffering a brain ancurysm. but hix legacy lives on through The Joe Niekro
Foundauon created by his onhy daughter. Natalie. The foundution’s proceeds are dorated to various hospitals in
an cffort to expand ancurysm treatment and research.

Less Browne (Athiete 1970s)

Less Browne {East Liverpool High School. Class of 1979). From Columbiana County.
1o Coloradu, 0 Canada, Throwne was an atl-sar fuothall plaver a0 every sop.

Browne was o tire-spont standout a1 East Liverpool, wath foothall bemg hos fone.

His grid heroics are highlighted by eight kickeff or punt retums for touchdoans under
the Jate Ted Makey, In his semior year ar East Liverpool, Browne rushed for 992 yurds and
~cored 36 points in camning sevond-tean: all-Ohio honors

Browne was also a siandow basketball player amd sprinter for dwe Potwers w hife also
owning the distinction of being his senior class president. He was chosen East Liverpool
Review "Player of the Year™ in 1978,

The versatde gridier was recruited to Colorsxk State as o running buack, He apickly and
seamlessiy made the transition to defensive back. starting in the Rams' secondary for three
years. The 5 15 T 170-pownder led Colocado State in imenceptions m 1580,

Follow ing hus stellar colleguate career, Browne signed as a free agent with 1he Hanulon Figer-Cats in 1984 and
he wasted no time making his presence felt north of tw border, He eamed 2i-Eastern and CFL all-sear awards
as a defensive back in 1985 and 1986, Browne muoved on L siar for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers frum [989-91,
During the latter twe years. he estahlished CEL revords for most inlercedion return yards in a season with 173
and 367, respectively Atier one year with the Cuawa Rough Riders, one in which he agam fed the leagiee in
imerception returm vardage. Browne closed out hus CFL cancer with the British Columbia Lions i 1994 The
Liuns captuned the coveted Grey Cup that season. Browne set league records for masst career interceptions 1K7)
Al mont regulsr-weason anterception retum yandage (03080 After hus playing days, Browne went on 6 swrve
as an assistant coach in the CI'L

Halts ut Fame are nothing mew Lo Browne. He was inducted ioto the East Liverpood Hall of Fame i 1993 and
Tre was Later inducted into the Canadian Football Hall of Fame

. »
Mike Wright (Atlete 19705)

Mike Wright (Wellsville High School, Claxs of 19761, Reparded a one of tw most ver-
sarihe athkres i wadinen-rich school, Wiright eched his name in the Tigers® foothall and
basketball recond books

Wright siamed at quanterhack for three years and also was a four-year starter at peint guard
fur Coach Bobby Dawson's hoop jugpermaut

The 6 13, 1BS-pound dugi-hreat quarterback gaided e up-river Tigers (o their best three-
year run in sehool grid history, comptling a sparkliag 24-6 gard, ughlighted by o school-biest
D ledger h|~Jun|or year. Wetkwille went -2 in Wright's senior vear, with both blemisbes
by a single point, Wright was & twa-ime all- OVAC firu-am honoree whike also pamering
all-District honors. He was one of the valley's most prolific geaddens, sccumulating | 218 yards
iniotal offense and 15 TDs.

Wright wax even more impressive on the handwouwd.

As amere frosh, he plaved an integrol role in the Tagens winning 15 of 23 games, good for Class AA sectional sad
district champioaships. As a sophomors Wright, comhining craftmess with athleticism, sparkled in a 21-0 seanon,
wluch saw the Thtem gain the Na. | r.:ang in the UP1 poll. Wellsville followed that with an OVAC Class AA cham-
pionship in Wrght's juntor campaign ‘The Tigers went 19-2 and again clanmied the top spot in the LIPE poll

That xet the tabhe tor a semor basketball seqson like no other in Wellaville boys' hoop history.

Wright Jed Wellsville o us firt-ever sfate tournament terth. The spotless Tigens fell b Divton Roth in the state
wumey semifinats, The season also saw the Columbiana Countians pocket another GVAC Cls AA crown. Foc s
cfforis, Wright wis aaned Eastern Disicict “Player of The Year” whuie pamenng second wam all-Chie honons from
the Associaed Press and third-team all-stare plaudits from UPL The two-time all-OVAC pick was named captain of
the all-Valley rear his final véar, i which he averaged 15 1 points per game,

Wright ageepied a football grang-in-ail o Bowling Green State University. Wright landed the starting quarterbuck
o his junior vear, passizg Toe mare than 1,800 yands, He followed that with mare than 1,100 passing yards as a semior
while earning all-Mid American Conference hunors.
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Melissa Hammond cAthlete 1980s)

Melissa Hammond {Shadysule High School. Class of 19891 This former 1aly
“liger was 2 standout in throe sports duning her prep carcer, bug it was haskethall where
she shined the brightest.

Hammond was a four-year kcrwinner for the 1ady Tigers who went ome g
Tour-ycar career al West Liberty Stawe College. ciching her name ino history at bath
schoals,

Al Shadyside. Hammond was 2 pralific shooler en roule (o her school-recond 1,516
poinls. She drained 112 three-point goals. Her 46 peints, as 4 junior, during in a gamc
againsl Buckeye North is also tops in school history.

During her jurtior scasan, Hammend becaine just the second female in Oluo Valley history 1o average ot kast
30 poirs a game at 30.2. She was more than a scorer. however, as she averaged Y 1 nebounds, 6.2 assists, 50
steals and dritled 67 three-poim goals.

As 2 semwor., EHammond averzged 28,1 peinis a game and was named all-Ohio Diision [V Siste Player of the
Year by UPLL She also averaged 9.5 rebounds, 8.1 assists, 6.5 sicals, shot 48 percent Crom: Lhe floor, 80 1 poreent
a the: ling and 58 percent, from: (heve-poinl ranps.

Hammond was named second-wearm a1l-0hio by The Associigd Press wice and was selected w the Ohue
North-South All-Star Garne, She was caplain of i g3-OVAC wam twice.

Hammond alse doubled as a sofball player and thower for Ux: rack 1cam

She carmixd jour letters in softball and Thres more in rack: She was an all-OVAL fins weam selection three limes
in softball an once an all-Ohican.

[ Lrack, she was an alkliastemn Distrcl perfommer in the shol put and discus.

At West Liberty, Hammond was a four-year basketball starter, Ske seored 2,150 poinys from 199093, which s
still the West Libenty recond and thind-best in WYEAC history. Harnmond, whu also stamed in sofiball at WI1.SC,
was the second female athlewe 10 be inducied (e the West Liberty Sposts Ball of Fame,

Jeff Sweitzer (Athiete 1980s)

Jeff Sweitzer (Itrooke Hiph School, Class of 1987). This former Bruin was once
dcscribgd by s high school coach. Paul “Bud™ Billiard, as the best player he ever
coached.

He's delinitely onc of the most decorated Bruins to comie [rom the soried program
when i1 was the Ohio Valley kingpis

Sweitrer heiped lead the Bruins 10 back-to-back appearances i the West Virginia
siale championship game as a quanerback during his junior and senior seasons. He
was a four-year mainstay lor the program. spending wme as a funning back, delen-
sive back and kick relumer before shifling to quarterback.

As a senior, when 1he Brsins finished 17-2 as the siale runner-up, Sweiizer sel 2n
Ohio Valley record for wotal yardage with 3,399, He also accourted for 36 wuch-
downs. Of tis yardage Lotal, he had 2,203 passing; 674 rushing and 522 on kick relumns.

Afier that sentor season, Swailzer. who also shined in baseball for the Bruins, repeated on the lirs. leam
all-state squad and was named the captain of the offensive unit. He was also runner-up for the Kennedy
Award thal scason. He was twice namud all-QOVAC and all-Vailvy and was the Gawrade Stne Player al the
Year. He was also listed in the USA Today as Woest Virgima Player of the Year and an honoralle meniion
10 the paper’s All-American Team.

Sweilzer then acecpled a scholasship w the University of Akron. As was Lhe case &t Brooke. Sweiter
begun as a kick rewmer and runring back before becoming the quarterback for his linal two sgasuns.

in two years, Sweilzer passed (or 2,744 which is 10th on Akron's carcer lisung. He passed for 1.599
yards s a junior.

Joanna Bernabel (Athicte 19905)

Joanna Bernabei (Weinon Madonna High School, Class of 1993) This lormer
Lady Hlue Ion was ong of the most prolific and unselfish baskebal? players from the
Ohio Valley.

Hemabe helpal (o guxde the Lady Blse Dors w thnee siraight stale lournamenl appuar-
ances and, dunng her senior scason of 1992, Madunna brought homs: the school’s secand
stalg champronship with a brilliant 24-2 recond

During thal 1992 campaign. Bemabci averaped 17.5 poitils, 5% ccbowrds, seven assisis
and [ive steals per game whils surpassing the [,000-point mark. All iold, she finished her
prep career with 1,002 points and more than 500 career assists,

Aller her senjor scason, Bermabei was named capiain of te Wast Vinginia Class A All-
Staie wam and caplain of the OVAC Class A-AA West Vinginia lcam when basketball was a
a1l xport. She also competd in buth the OVAC and Nurth-South all-star games, ATl wkf, Hermabel was & thoee-lime
all-stater. She was a second team choice as 2 sophomore and a (in! am selection as a junior,

While basketball was whene Bemabei made ber mark, she atse excelled fur Madonna in track end ficdd as weli
23 Lenmus, caming louers i each spore. In 19973, Bemabei brought 1we gold medals home from the West Virginia
stale rack Mt She was a pan of the winning 4x200-meter relay as well as the winning sbuule hundie relay She
ran a leg ox the stawe runncr-up 4x 100-meter refay Weam. During the 1992 werrus season, Bernabei was a part of an
OVAC-winmng doubles team in tennis.

Bermabei completed her degree in 1997 from West Tibenty Stare College. During her carcer with the Lady
Hiilioppers, she sconsd 1,317 points and fimshed wath 1,107 assists, which is te NCAA Division 1i recoed. Dunng
her sertor season, Bernaher was named WYIAC Player of the Year and Division 1§ All-Amcncan afier helping o
lead WLSC 10 a NCAA Joumament appeararce. She was named (irst icam all-confcrence in the WWYEIAC all four
years and was inducted o U West Libery Athlelic Hall of Fame m 2002

Bernabei enlored the coacking ranks AL West Virpinia Wesleyan, She was there [or a year and has also worked al
Eastern Kentucky, West Virginia and the University of Mavyland whene she won & natipnal championship ring as an
assistant coach and rocruiling, coordinator.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Richard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (0vAC ‘Contributor)

Richard “Dick” Thurnes |Benwod Union Iigh School, Class of {946). During
4 17-yeir careee av 2 head [ootball coach @l theee different spols, Thurnes won an
irpressive 75 percent of his games (1 12-36-7). Fven more impressive. however, was.
the fact that five Thumes-coached wams posied undelcaied records,

His first s10p was Camcron High School, where he compiled 2 throe-year mark
of 15-6-1, bsghlighted by an unbeaten (7-0-1) team in [956 which was ranked No. 2
among West Virginia small schoo! (eams.

Thurnes then moved on 1o Warren Conselidated High School, serving as head coach
for 12 years (1958-69) and pusting 2 78-26-6 mark. His wwams pul logether unbeaten
seasons in 1961, "62, '64 and *67. 1he first three of those wams won OVAC Class A
champiomhips whils all fuur wens Fastem Ohio Athletic Leagug kingpin.

Altcr siepping aside for a couple of years, Be retuened to ¢oach the newly-consolidaied Buckeye South
High in its {im1 lwo scasons (1972-73). posting a combined 16-3-1 record,

Ie reorived soveral “Coach of Lhe Year awards - [rom the Wheeling Intellipencer in 1964, The Times Leader i
1967, and the Masien Ohio Athletic Tuagae in 1961, 62, *65 and '67: and the AP Lasiern District in 1964 and '67.

Thumes was aiso the recipicnl of the Belmont Hills Courtry Club's 27th Annual Achicveroent ootball
Coaches Award in (965 arul the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Ouistanding Achicvement Awand in 1967,

He was inducted into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Assuciauon Hall of lame in 1985.

Thurncs was also & long-time assistant baskeiball coach o fellow CVAC Hall of Famer Henry [azass and
he also coached baseball, rack and golf a1 various Limes during kis carcer.

I high school, Thurses was 4 three-year leyterman in football as a cemer-linchacker. paining third 1cam
all-Wesl Virginia recognition and first icam all-OVAC honors,

He went on 1o play & West Libernty Stae College in the “Golden Era™ of Coach foc Banell, starling aL
cenler on two undelfcated eams and playing in the Pythion Nowi and the Smoky Mountain Rowl, both
Hilliopper victorics.

Kyle Rose (Athlete 19905)

Kyle Rose (River High School. Class of 19901 1his three-spun il athlels was 4 standoui
on 2nd off the ficld during fus [owr years in Hannibal. carmng four leuers in bascball us go along
wilh L lettcts cach in wiestling and fooball

Baschall was where Rose made his presence felt for the Pilos. He was a four-year mainstay
al calcher and in the heast of the Pilols' hatling vrgder; He hated 366 as a (neshman, 473 as
a sophomaorc. 500 as a junior and 536 as @ scriw en toute 1 (wo OVAC Player of the Year
awards. Ay 4 supbomon:, Rose bad an on-base pereuntage of 695 and he was 40-01-42 siealing
bascs. That mark is still an Ohiv Valley stardand. All wold, b hit |3 home nins and drove 76
uns, but missed 11 games as a senior afler a bout with mone.

Alier his semor campaign, he was name! first-icam all-Ohuo, all-Lasierm Distnet, all-OVAC
and all-Vallcy, He played in both the Ohio and OVAC aB-star gamcs.

fn fomball, Rosc played tailback for the Pilots and racked up all sons of yardape and 2 host of horors. As a scrior, he
was (irst Leam all-liasiem Distncy, 2l-OVAC and ali-Valley after rusbong lor 800 yards and seoring cight louchdowns.
I'gr his carcer, Rose amassed 1,532 yards and {4 1ouchdowns in three scasons. e was alvo & dclensive siardol with
183 1o1al 1ackles, six sacks. four inervepions and seven fumble recoverics

His wrustling carcer didn't begin cotil he was a sophomore, but he picked it up quickly As & soph, he fitushed 13-12,
but Wrred il on as 8 Junior and went 27-8, 11¢ was founh at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament and advanced Lo the Oha
District Tournamert. He fully amved m lus grapphng carcer as & senior. Posting 2 36-3 record. Rose advancod 10 Lhe
OVAC lindls befoee [alling. He then won the soctiona? and distict titles 1t 152 pounds 1o qualify Lo the siaw woumnament
where he advanced 10 the Brals and setded [or the silver medal. He finishod with 2 78-23 recond.

Whilg having plenty of apuons ghout conlinuing his athicuc caroer a1 the collegiate level, Rose acocpted 2 sciniar
ship 1o Mercer College s Georgia to play baseball, Playing in cvery game as & freshman, Kyle batied 294 and was
chosen 25 conferenee (reshman of (e year, Tlowever, s caneer and life underwent 2 crucl twist on Dec. 12, 199
when be was isvolved it a car accidkent, Rose survived, bt is confined (o a wheelcharr as 4 paraplegic. Aller spending
six months in and cul of surgeries and trerapics. Rose went back 10 school a4 Ohio Lnuversity L:astern fof two years
and then. in 1994, enroflod al West Liberty State College where he Tawee camed his degres in secondary clucaton 1n
mathematics, In 1998, Rosc was hired al bis prep alma maler as 3 math teacher. Ee’s also sino camed his masier’s
degree from Marygrave College. His handicap didn™t peevent from aying involved i sports as he was named head
hascball coach of his 2lma mater in 1998 and be held the post until 2007 He lod the Pilots Lo the OVAChitle in 2003.

Charles E. Petty (OvAC ‘Family’)

Charles E. Petty (Pomcroy High Schooi) The entire Ohio Valley Athlelic Conference
owes a debl of grililude o Peliy and the other cight “leunding Fathen.”

Little did thal small group know back in 1943 when they brought wogether 20 schools
frum bolh sides ol the Ohio River that they wouid establish what would become (as of
20731+ a 50-school bi-stalc confrence, regarded By most 2s the largest funcional high
scheo] conference in the nation.

‘Iee original OVAC member schools included Bellaire. 1-ellansbee, Linsly, Martins
Vuemy, Moundsvilie, Powhalan. Shadyside, 5. Joha Central, Sieebenville, Sieubenville
Catholic Central, Tiltonsville, Triadelphia, Union, Warwood. Weir, Wellsburg, West
1ibeny, Wheeling. Whee'ing Central Catholic amd Yorkville.

Pesty was a key cog in the OVAC n ity carly years, serving as the first official
executive seerelary for 13 years (rom 1944-36, longer than anyone has been in Lhal position cxcept for Sam
Mumley 10 Lhis poin.

ety coached the pre-OVAL boys' track program s Uriadelphia High Schoal. winning the 1941 West
Virginia enc-class championship aflee nishing as napc-up four limes and placing third twice

Alier eoaching and icaching mathematics aU Triadelphia High, he served briefly as principal al Woodsdale
Junior High. He then joined Linsly Mililary Institule in [94243, scrving as athlevc diregior and was the head
baskeiba!l coach from 1944-31. Tiis sceond leam {1944.45) won the OVAC Class AA Lille wilh 3 16-3 recond,
He alsw coached wrack and assisted in football al Linsly

Lle served as Meet Diroctor for several years a1 one of the Ohia Yalley's premicr high school track micels at
triadclphia - The Inielligencer Relays — which kad a three decade rue before cnding in Lhe [950s.

Pty then moved Lo $1. Petersburg, Florida in the summer of 1956 and taught in jumor high uniil he passed
awly ak ape 57 n 1963,

Barn in 1906 in Ripley, W. Va., he graduated rrom Pomeroy (CYhia} Eliph Schooi, atiended the University
of Tlorida for wa years and graduated from the University of Mhinois e received a master’s degree from
the University of Pitsburgh,

John Kirker (Media)

Johr D. Kirker (Wellshurp High School, Class of 19343 Bom in Follanshee is 1913,
Kirkgr's first taste of the newspaper business came i the old Wellsburg Daily Herald
as 2 high school student, He wrole sports and was eveniually the managing cditor of the
papes when he left for the Ammy Air Corps in 1942,

Upon his discharge from the service in 1946, he began a 29-year run (1946.74) as
sports cditor of The Herakl-Star newspaper in Steubenvilic until moving into the nows
depanment 2s a districl editor for the remainder of his carcer. 1lc was the longest-
serving spons editor in Lthe newspaper™s history, covering all high school sports as well
as logal eallege sporis and summmer wvents

He was inducied into the University of Sicubenville Spons Hall of Fame in 1981;
the Ohio Prep Sports Writers 1(all of I'ame in 1988; and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan Halt of Fame in 1989,

Kirker wis a member of soveral high school all-star seliclion ¢ommiuees, including those choosing the
All-Easiern District and All-Ohio wams.

1le also served as an cmece At numerous local spons functiens aed was a ring announcer L local boxing
events

Tor Kirker. harncss racing was a personal passion. Tle owned and rained 17 homes for many years, regu-
farly aucnding the Little Rrown Jug cvent in Delawars, Ohic. and contribuling numerous anicles 1o various
kamess racing publicatons.
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C.R. (DiCk) Dei (Coaches)

C.R. (Dick) Dei (Wheeling Cenwral 2ligh School, Class of 1999). Ile was the
architect of the OWAC's most dominant hays” rack program at Wheeiing Park [ligh.

During 1he school™s ficst 13 years (1977-89), the Patriots won cight OVAC Class
4-A ghampionships and finished seeend three limes; won ning WesL Virginia Region
tilles axu! caplured three West Virginia Class AAA slawe champiomships while finish-
ng as the nnncr-up lwice

Under the guidance of Dei, who coached 22 All- America track honorees during
his carcer. Park lest only two dual meets in |3 scasons.

He was named West Virpinia Track Coach of the Year on two gccaswons and the
Ohio Valley Track Coaeh of the Year by The Tinclligencer lweee,

The coach established onc of the area’s lop nvitanonal mects = the Peps: Park Classic - whick was laer
renared the Dick Dei Track Classic: He designed Wheeling Park's all-weather track faciity and 15 respunsible
for implemenung the irst phulo-cleinic trng system 2t a Wesl Virginia high school, with Park’s system
originally used at the Wasl Virginia Slatc mecl in Charleston. He served as chairman of the OVAC Track
Commitice and the OVAC “Track Championships: West Virgima Region Mect dircctor: 2 member of Lhe West
Virginiz Swaze Track Meel Comminee; and was a presenter at the WVU Track and Field Clinic

1ei received the R.A. Thom Award in 1990 for West Virginia wack Service 2nd Contribuuons; and was named
the (WAL Cal Giiflin Track Officsal of the Year in 1995, He was also honered by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper [an
Club and e W Va. Sports Wrilers Associstion.

D was inducted into the Wheehng Park Athleuc Hall of YFame in 1998 and the Wesl [iberty Staw College
Hall of Famc :n 2005.

i3¢i played fonthall at Wheeling Central and West Liberty and camed g master's degroe {rom West Yirginia
CUrniversity. He began a 39-year waching/coaching carver in 1965 at licllaire High, scrving as head track coach
and ass:stant in foothatl. He also coached as 2 fonchall assistant &t Martins Ferry; head fonthal! coach at Adena.
and head foaeball and wrack coach 21 Wheeling [igh. Fle also served as defensive coordinator 21 Bethany College
in 1980, helping the Bison 1o an NCAA Division [IT playolf herth He passed away in 2007 at the age of 6.

Larry Shaw (Coaches)

Larry Shaw (Shady Spring High School, Class of 1973). Mention wresiling in the
Ohio Valley Achictic Conlference or anywhere in e state of West Virginia and no
doubt Shaw's name comes 1o mind in g hurry. Afier all, Shaw was a fxgure in the mat
sport for 31 years.

[lc led the Bears on an incredible run of 13 conscoutive West Virgina Class AA-A
state chempionships lrom 1957-2009, a feal unmaiched by any OVAC or West Yirginia
program in any spon, Prior 1o Oak Gien dropping 10 the AA-A ranks, Shaw-lul leams
pusted five stragdi Class AAA runner-up finishes {1987-91).

In OVAC Toamament action, Shaw's ams won ning ¢Lass Lilkes, including cight in a
row from 2001-2008 in Class 3-A. The Bears won the overall lite five times (1991, 2002,
2004, 2005 ard 2007). Dunng his tenurz, Shaw's eams won 13 OVAC dual ment titles (Class 4-A ir 1983, 90 and
*98 and Class 3-A in 1999, X000, 01 "03, '04. '05, '06. 07, "8 and ‘09) and he firushed with 2 carcer dual mest
record of 330.96-4 1[c eached 51 statc champron wrosiers and rore than 160 otsers who carned all-sig honors.

Shaw was namad the OVAC all-sport Coack ol the Year twice — in 2002 and 2007 — ard the OVAC Wresthing
Coach of the Year on 13 occasions. He was the West Vingimia Class AA-A Wrestling Coach of the Year six
limes amx! is the only wresiiing coach o be sclecied the West Virginiz all-spert Coach of the Year by the W Va.
Sperts Wrilers Association (2000). He was named the 2008 Nauona! Wrestling Coach of the Year by Wrestling
USA Magasinc and was & linalist for the award in 2004

Shaw, 3 1977 praduate of Concord College who came hus master’s degree from Marshall University. is a
prosident of the W vV Wresdling Coaches Association: 4 past vice-president of te Wst Virginua Chagier of the
Natinmal Wrestling Hall of Ilame; and a former member of the WVSSAC and OVAC Wrestling Camniuees He
assisted in producing an instructional viico for witstling officials for the NFHS OMiciating Wrestling On-Ling
Methods Course and has worked L coundess wrestling clinies. Shaw was the Upper Chio Valley cr Pan
Club's Co-Man of the Year in 2003: was inducied into the Raleigh County Wrestiing Hall of Fame in 2000; the Low
Holtz Upper Ohia Valley Hall of Lame in 2009, the Navonal Weestling Hall of lame in 2010 and carlicr this year
into the Narional High School Sports 14all of Fame by the Naonat licderation of Stale High Schoo! Associations.

Plennie Clutter (officials)

Plennie Clutter (Wheeling High School, Class ol 1943], He ranks among thc best
vfficiats of all-ime in the Qhio Valley. spending 30 years as a football referee and 25
years as 2 basketball official.

Cluner's officiating carcer began an the urging of the late A Wilson Murmay, 2
chaner member of the OVAC Hall of Fame in the officials” caicpery, and he worked
his way up Irom junior varsity games 10 15 10p of the officialing world in both spons.

ilc camed assignments o work four West Visginia staie Qigh school fooiball
championship games and three slate baskelball lourndmenis.

Ciwtter officizied numerous secliongl and regional 1ourmament gamcs in West
Virginia and worked scveral OVAC All-Siar Foobzll Games. He was also selevted as
1he referee in the 1982 Ohie North-South All-Star Game.

He is an Honorary i.ifc Member of bath the Ohie Valley Basketball Officials and Ohio Valley Tooiball
Officials organizations. He was the recipient of the Rebent Dawson Officials Award at the OVAC Baskeiball
Classic in 2005,

Clutter also worked football and basketbzll games in the West Virginia [nicrcollegiale Athletic
Conlcrenee,

As an athlele, Cluiter was an all-West Yirginia selection in fooiball and basketball al Wheeling High, As
a sefior, he was named the gll-staie caplain and lexd the Wildeats 1o the sipe haskelball championship under
ceach V. Evercul Brinkmen.

He was offcred a foothall scholarship to the University ol Alabama, he enered the Navy during World
War 1l He playcd onc year with the Philadelphia Naval Base wcam, and then afier fulfilling s mililary
oblgation, he played professional baskethall in 1ingland. When he returned home. ho was selecied (o play
in the 1946 OVAC All-Star Foniball Game.

Edgar Martin (Athletc - 19405)

Edgar Martin (Warwood 1ligh Schonl, Class of 1943), A multi-sport high school
and college standowt despite hus sizc of 5-foet-d and weighing botween 130-145
pounds, he loft his mark o the OVAC and Ohie Valley sports.

A three-ume AL-OVAC henoree 1in basketball (1944 and 19435) and Tootball
(1944), bw helped b Vikings win the first OVAC Class A tle and five-schnol Ciy
of Wheeling crown with 2 9-1 record n 1944 In basketball, he was the leader of
wo OVAC litle wams which went 14-6 and 22-3. The 1945 City of Wheeling lile
1eam also won the W, ¥, seotion and region crowns and advanced 10 the one-class
stale lounament hefore bowing o Beckley Woodrow Wilson, As 2 senior on a 9-1
record football team. he returned a kickolT 85 yards t scont in the wam's only loss
Lo Tollansbee, 21-13, He was a thind wam all-siate onewclass sclection.In basketball, he camed second
mr‘;lm ur;;-cclasr. ali-stale as a senior and scored 42 points - a rane total at the ume — in & 100-68 win over
Follanshes,

AL RActhany College, he was a threc-sport standout (football, baskeshall, baseball) and was 2 two-time
All-West virginia Conlerence baskeiball ournament honoree. As a senuor, he averaged 22.5 points & game

After coaching in high school at IcfTerson Union and Linsly, he coached 2lma mater Bethany Collepe for
11 years from 1956-66, including a 17-1 record Presidents” Athletic Conferenee titde cam in 1962 and an

b 58-0 PAC champivnship club in 1964

He finished his career al West Libeny Stake as athlesic diseetor ram 1973-88 and also coached baskeiball
from 1969-74 He was one of the original erganizers of the current Beast of the 1iast summer baschall
Loutmament nwmed in his honor, Manin died in 1989,

Bob Jeter (Athlete - 1950s)

Bob Jeter (Weir High Schoal, Class of 1956). Possibly the most prominem
name to bridge the ransition (rom scgregaied schools ino integrated cduca-
tion in the Chio Valley. He was a multi-sport siandoul at scgregated Dunbar
ITigh School 1n Weirton through his junior scason ol 1955. With incgration
in Wesl Virpinia, he finished at Weir High School and became the firsy black
athlele 10 be recognived on the All-Stale football seleciions by the W. Va.
iters Associalion, A two-way hack, he was a third team choice.
son al Wier High, he helped te Red Riders 1o an 8-1-1 necord and
the OVAC Class AA title

Reervited by e University of Towa, he became a threc-season (wo-way
repular. As 2 semaor, e All-Big Ten honoree sct 2 Rose Bowl rushing record in 1959 which lasted
wo decades belore broken by USC's Marcus Allen. Jeter rushed for 191 yards on only nine carries
and scored on a rccord E1-yard TD run it a 39-14 win over Califorma.

Aler being selected o play in the East-West Shrine Game, he was the No. 2 dralt chaice of the
Green Bay Packers in 1960 but opied w play in the Canadian Foulball League with the Vancouver
B.C. Lions and the Hamillon Tiger Cals for lwo scasons. He then joined the Packers as a defensive
hack-wide receiver and played in three straight NF1, winning championship games and started the
firsl iwo Super Bowl games [or e winning P"ackers in 1966 and 1967 An All-I'ro twice and a Pro
How! sclection, he played eight NFL seasans and finished his carcer by playing three seasons with
the Chicago Bears.

A member of the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hali of Fame,
he was the 1970 Dapper Dan Man ol the Year Jeter dicd in 2008

Jim McCormick (Athiete - 19505)

Jim McCormick (Magnolia 1tigh School, Class of 1958). Arguably the No. 1 Bluc
Eagle baskeiball producl. he set or lied 55 school recards while playing only wo
varsily seasons,

As 2 senior, he camed AN-OVAC Class A honors and AlL-W.Va. mention when he
scored 613 poines for a 29.2 per pame average, both school records which lasied 43
years. He also scored 31 points in a game which has been tied, bal not broken afier
Tive decades. He averaged 221 points for his carcer. He also played bascball for the
Blue Cagles.

{\ftcrllgu'gh schoal, the 6-foot+3 guard prepped for a year at old Grecnbrier Military
in Lewisburg, W.Va., where he staried on an unbeaien post-graduate wam composed
of several high school all-stars.

He errolled at West Virginia University as 2n invited walk-on and was the second-leading scorer behind
furure All-American Rod Thom on WVLU's second-ever unbealen [reshman wam,

1 the whird game of his sophomore season, he became a varsity starter for the rest of his carcer and, with
Thom, forined a iop backeoust which lod WYL 1o three Seuthern Conlerence titles and a pair of NCAA
‘Tournament benhs, He averaged double Mgures all throe years and scored 1,156 carcer points which, at
the time, was fifih all-ume tn WYU history behind four All-Americans — Jerry West, Rod Hurdley, Mark
Workman and Thom. McCormick and Thumn werg featured on the cover of the 1962 WVU Baskcibail
Media tGuide.

Afier lwice carning All-Southern Conference second wam and henorable mentdon All-America, he
became Magnalia's only NBA drafiec in the sixth round by the Cincinnati Royals, but a foot injury halied
his pro career.

.\EcCormack 15 a member of the WVYU Sporls Hall of 'ame and was scleced on the six-player 1936-65
All-Tirme WYL Team,

Rick Boron (Athlete - 1960s)

Richard L. Roron (5t. John Central High School. Class of 1965) He wis a Lhree-
spon performer for the Fighung Insh, but it was on Lhe gridiron where he gained
nauenal recognition.

#Horon hlassemed under the wiclage of Coach Dan MeGrew inlo 2 two-way star s
a senior, The mulu-talented gndder scorcd 126 points as 2 semor while nashing for
698 yards on just 91 cames, He also hauled in 28 passes for 563 additional stripes.

While Boron was an offensive dynamo, he was just 2s highly-regarded for his prow-
ess at delensive back, As a senior, he imercepied three enemy passes and also niiumed
a punt BB yards for a k13, MeGrew, a former Burdue and professional geidder, called
Boron “the best defensive back | ever saw™

For his senior cxploils, Boton was named (o the prustipious Parade Magazine
All-America Ifigh School Football Team. Tle was also 3 first team all-OVAC, ail-
Fastern Ohiv and AP ail-Ohio honoree Beron also leened four years in baschalf al SIC and two seasons
in hasketball.

He jumed down an ofTer 1o play al Notre Dame and nstcad accupted a scholarship frum Coach Bo
Schembechler o play at Miami of Ohio. [: was a decision Boron never regreited, He was a thrge-year reguiar
‘or the Redbkins as a defensive back. He was accorded second wam all-Mid-American Conference hunors
as a junor and first 1cam plaudits as @ scmior. He lefl the Oxford-based campus with several grid recerds,
including mosl imergeplions in a scason (7) and freshman record for intcrceptions (5). Boton Ninished his
Miami carcer in third place on the caceer inlereeption list (14).

Boren distinguished himsclf in the prep caaching ranks as well. Fie served as head ceach al Wadsworth
High lor five scasons, compiling a 39-9 mark. Dufing that lenure, he received a host of coach af the year
awards, including the Cleveland Plan Desler and the Akren Beacon Journad, Boron left Wadswonh o serve
as an wssiviant 3t Miami before heading into privaic busingss.

Randy Donahue (Athiete - 1960s)

Randy Donahue (Warren { lated High Schoal, Cliss of 1965). The anca that makes
up Lhe Buckeye Local School Distdct has had ecuntess siellar football players in its annals.
Tew. 1l any, enjoyed the success that Donabue did, hewever.

The 61, |, 235-pounder is regarded as one of the best lineman in Ohie Valley hisiory, and
1hat lolty designation s well supparted. Donahue was the Girst OVAC player Lo be accorded
firs| Weam Porade Magazine All-Amcerica honors (1964). Tn the 1960s, Ohio was divided
imu just two classes in football, but e still managed the respect and adminmtion of coaches
throughout she state as he was voled a three-lime firsl-tcam AP all-Ohie Class A sclection
{defensive lackle as a sophomon: and junior and ofTensive tackle as 2 scrior).

The Line great was a four-year staner for Coach Dick ‘Thumes' 8luc Kamblers. Thumcs.
also a 2011 (VAL Hall of I'ame inductee, put topether an amazing siring of success in the
carly "60s and Donahue was 3 reajor ¢og in thu machine, Donahue wasted defeat just once
in four years as the Ramblers wiat 9-0-1, 90, 7-1-1 and 9-0 10 that span. Three of those prid ;uggemauts capturod
OVAC Class A championships.

Porahue, who alse cacelled on the baschall damond. spearkeaded 2 Warnen Consolidawd defonse which
recomled seven shuwsuls in his senior campaign. He revorded 64 Lagkles and 28 assists thal season. His defensive
sials 25 a sophemarc arc siriking, [n just nine gamcs, the Lwo-way Wrmor negistered 1172 tackles and 52 assisis

Alter such a sicliar prep carcer and with ideal siec. it 15 no worder Dorahue was showered with college football
scholarship offers. Te cventually signed a prant-inoauid with West Virgumia Unoversaty. Tate dealt hun a crugl blow,
however, 2s in the summer before he Ielt for Morganiown, Donahuc lost the vision 1r onc of his cyes @ a [reak
wond-cutting dccident. Much 10 s credit, he still auempied w play for the Mounlaincers, bl the handicap was
100 much lo avercorie He reimed home and 1ook & job with Wheeling-Pittsburgh Stecl ard he also served many
years as a Warren Township trustce. Donghue passed away several years 9go.
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Pat Miller (Athiete - 1970s)

Crag Miller (Athlete - 19705)

Craig Miller (Brndgeport High School, Class of 1979). He was an all-sar
lootball player and standoul basketball player for the Bulidogs, but it was in
track and ficld where Miller is remembered as one @ the best Lo ever perform
in the Ohiu Valley.

Miller had superb size at 6 [t 3 and 200 pounds to be the punishing lullback-
lincbacker ard the rugged post in basketball that e was, bul that size was combned
with grear, speed which be wilized 1o excel in three distinel events in vack. EHis
all-around versailily drow him the 1ag as the Hulldogs' most versatike athlete since
John Havlicek.

Miller was the greatest discus thrower of his cru. He used his clongaled frame
and superb athletcism w become the (rst Ohio Vidley prepsier 10 wwirl the plauer more than 170 feet,
cstablishing a new valley standard with his [72-10 Loss in the districl meet as a senior. In the 32 years
singe, only two discus throwers have beticred that mark. Millcr was stal sunncr-up in the discus as a
scnior while also piacing second in the Bellaire Reiays as a junior and senior. The powerful Bulldog
also ranked with the premicr shotputiers during (hat time. owning a best of 52 foct. Miller was cqually
adept on the wrack where he was a prime-ime high hurdler, necording the hest time in the Ohio Valley
as i senior with a scorching 14.7 clocking.

Miller was also a three-yuar leterman al Bndgeport in basketbal! where be was the leading rehounder
for Coach Trank Baxer cach scason. Miller averaged 15.4 poinls a gam as a senior,

In Joothall, he camed all-Ohio, atl-OVAC and all-Valicy bonors aficr a senior vear which saw kit
totai 105 points, which included three ficld goals and 21 kicking PATs. another sign of his all-around
talents. 10¢ was a blocking fuflback, but siill manaped 422 yards on just %) 101es for the 9-1 Bulldogs of
Coach Dave Bruncy. He also averaged 40 yards per punt

Ele opicd 1o aceepl 2 football scholarship o Mizmi of Ohio University, where he letiered (our years
as a light end and was accorded all-MAC honors as 2 junior.

Pat Miller [H (Shadyside High School, Class of 1979}, Te was able to do whal few
athicics can do. tha; being a star in twe sports during Lhe samc scason.

Miller was nothing shor of sensational for the Tigers in bascball, lewering four
umes His temendous diamend Lime did rothing w adversely impact his track career
where he was cqually as exceplional.

The lalented Tiger was also a sicllar grdder and alsi possessed Lthe prowess o
praduale with a 3.94 GPA,

Miller capuained the Tiger bascball wam bois 2s a junior and 2 senior. the laler
scason onc in which he hit for a sissling 431 averoge, That proved a springboard Lo
be selecled to participaie in the All-Ohio Bascball Series.

tle was sclccied an [EOBL all-siar all four scasens and all-Lasicrn Distric: three scasons. Miller's diamond
cxploits carmed ham 2 baschall scholarshzp lo Ohio Cniversily

Whilc his prep baseball resume is quite ghtiening, it may wke a backseat to his track and ficld accomplish.
ments. Milier achieved the ultimate by winning the suwe pole vaull tthe in 1979, He ulso inished sixh in te
high hurdies in the same staw meel He won virtually every pule vaull competition as a senior, exeept fur lhe
Heliaire Relays which was in its hoyday. Miller was third in the pole vault and third in the high hurdies m
that meet, finishing as the lop local scorer in Lhe slale’s second-largest meel at the Lime.

The lerific Tiper was a lwo-time all-Valloy honesee and was selocied o The Inteiligencee’s all-Decade
Track Team.

Ilc cnjoyed much gridiron sucess as well, The hard-running Tiger camed all-Ohbsa honars both his junior
ard senier campaigns, The three-year gnd leterman was (st wam all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Easwem
District his last two scasons.

Miller, who served as the Tigers” capusn as 2 senjor. [ellowed in His father's footsieps and played in (he
OVAC Alk-Star Gamee.

.‘h v uriERE

Sharon Vincent (Athicte - 1980s)

Sharen Viacemt (St Clarsville High School Class of 1981 This Lady Red Devil
was easily one of the most decorated and suecessful sprmters cver o grace the ovals :n
the Ohio Vallcy,

Vincenu finished her prep career with cighy staze medals and led St C. o ds enly slate
championship i scheol history in Junc of 1981 In that state mecel her scmier scason
Vincent capped an undefizated campaign in bath tke |} and 2(0-meter dashes by sprint-
ing ta the OTISAA stme championships in both events in 1218 and 24.79, respeclively.

Vincent won a state gold as a sophomore as well as 2 member of the fady Red Devils®
440-yard rclay lcam. She was the staie ranner-up in the 200 2nd placed Gfth in the 100 that
season. Prior Lo breaking chrongh in Columbus as a senior, Yineem was the stale renner-ug
inthe 100 and bronse medalist in the 200 as 2 jusar,

The oaly individeal loss Vincenl sulfened as a scnior came in the 00-meter dash a1 the
district mect where she took third, bul still ran an impressive 58.7. En route to her state mect performances. athictes
compeled in sechonals and districts where she won 19 champianships, $he was a three-ume socunnal and distnct 10
and 200-meter champion.

Willie Clay (Ahlete - 19805)

Willie Clay (Linsly School. Class of 1988). This former Cadet did it all during
his four years on the Wheeling campus. While caming lewers in three spons,
it was on e fooball ficid where he made his biggest impact 1o the Cadets”
program,

Clay was the unquesiioned leader and most recophined playet oh cams which
won 23 consecutive gamcs and recomded the first 1wo undelealed scasans in the
school’s history when it finished 10-0 in 1986 and 9.0 in 1987, Lixceiling as a defen-
sive back, widc receiver and kick rewmer, Clzy camed numerous postscason honors
during his carcer. As a senior, despite the Cadels” nun-first ofTensive; schemes, Clay
manzged o cateh 30 passes for 428 yards and five louchdowns. He alsn ook two
kickolTs hack for touchdowns and had live interceptions. He was named all-Siale.
all-OVAC and all-Valley. He was Lhe captain of the big-school team after his scnior scason.

On the baskelbali coun, Clay led the Cadets in his scrior scason wilth a 17.5 poinis per game average
while shooting 48 percent from the (oor. He also passed oul 170 assists ¢n souie o eaming all-OVAC
and zl1-Valley.

In the spring, Clay it up arca bascball dlamonds. He batled 423 as 4 senior and was named all-OVAC
and zlI-Valley,

Despile his success on so many surfaces, it was foathall that was his calling at the next level. Clay
accepled 2 scholarship 1o attend Goorgiz Tech University where he camed all-ACC honors (wice. At one

Ag the OVAC meel, Vincen: won a etal of 12 conference championshups. She was a three-ime champion in biek
tac 100 and 200. At the time of her gradwation, Vincen held cight meet recoeds and three all-ume Ohwo Valley records.
Vincent, who sull holds the 1), 200 and 400-meter dash school records, was named 5L Clarsvifle's Most
Valuable Achlete four limes and was also named all-Distrct Atkleie @f sthe Year, She also competed in Ihe presii-

tize. Clay held the Yellow Fackets” schoo! recerd for intercopiions (16) aler starting in the defensive
backficld for three scasons.

[n 1992, Clay was dralted in the cighth round by the Detroit Lions and played eight scasons in the NIL.
He also played for the New lingland Patriows for three scasons and one with the New Orleans Saints. All
wld, he played in 118 XFL games and sianed %0.

Bious Midwest Mool of Champaons in Lthe Hi-meler dash m 1981
Alcr her prep carces, Vinoort a scholarship to Lastem Kentucky Liusersity. She competed there for two
scasims hefore translerming 1o The Ohio State University where she completed her bacheler of ans degree in econarmics.
Vincenl, who was inducted e the St Clairsville Athlctic 1lall of IFame as 2 member of the 1981 state champian-
ship icam and then in 2007 as an individual athleie, later camed a masier’s degree from Querbein.

Quincy Wilson (Athlcte - 19905)

Quincy Wilsom (Weir [igh, Class of 19%%). This lormer Red Rider was a multi-sport
standout, bul it was on the foutball Sigld where ke camed his highest agelaim.

Wilson rewrote Ohio Valley and West Virginia record books as ke helped lead the Red
Riders 10 (the 1998 Wst Virginug Class AA s121e championship,

As 2 senior on the slale championship squad. Wilson became the fiest Ohio Valley and
Wesl Virgima prep atilete 1o accumulae 3.000 yands in a scason. All old. Wilson rushed
for 3,262 yards. He scored an Ohio Valley record 47 touchdowns and [inished with 282
points, which is second hest allsume in the Ohio Valley, tmiling onty Jack Simons of New
Cumberland, who scored 288 poamts in 1919,

Wilson, a four-year loweman, Gnashod his prep canges with 6,162 yands, but 5,624 of those
came dunng his junior and senior scasons since he played primarily on defensive during bis st
awo seasons. lor hzs career. he scored 93 ouchdawns and 564 points, with all hut seven T and
44 pairts came during his junior and senior seasons. Wilson took his play 1o another leve! when the posiseason rolled
anvund. Fie set all-ime West Virginia segonds with 1,671 yands and 23 wouchdowns in seven playoll games. Included is
a sinple-pame recond of 327 yards. Inn 1998 state Lie game against Dupont, Wilson ran fur 250 yards and two scorcs.

Wilson won ncarly cvery posiscason award imaginable. He was named Gatorade State Player of Lhe Year and shaned
the Kennody Award with Nitro's JR. 1louse aiter he finished fourth in the balloting as a junior, He was named firsi-cam
all-Suue wice and capeaincd the All-Vallcy leam and was lwice named all-OVAC, He also played baskeibat! ax Weir High.

Adler accepuing a schelarship Lo Wes Virginia University, Wilson fought his way up the depuh chan and through a
medical nedshin before bursting onie the scene in 2 big way i 2003. 1le ran for 1380 yards and 12 wuchdowns en
roule o being named WVU's Offensive MV and won the weam’s award (or all-around excellence. Wikaon played in
44 pames &L WYL, runrung for 2,608 yands and 20 TDy. He absa caught 20 balls.

Wilsun was then selucted in the seventh rownd as the 219th plaver Laken by the Allzeta Falcons, He was noleased
and eventually sigeed with the Cincionau Bengals, with whom he spemt pasts of four seasens. e was ghso drafled
in thw ingugural UL Drall by the orida Tiskers.

T.J. Hannig (Athletc - 19%0s)

T.J. Haarig (Linsly Schoal, {lass of 1996). This theee-sport Cadel standout
excelled as an ali-around athleie, but it was on the soceer ficld where he made his
biggest impacL.

Tannig carned four lcters For the Cadels as ther starting goalkeeper for lcams
which posted 2 70-13-10 record. Included in those scasons wene lwo OVAC allclass
uiles e 1992 and 1994, The Cadets weee winaing these Liles becanse opposing
leams just couldn 't get the bal) past Hannig, wha set the Ohia Valley record wath 41
carcer shulouls. Overall, ke owned a 0.88 goals against average. His exploits didn'1
g unnoliced. He was twice named all-OVAC and captained the all-Valley wam asa
senior. He was also named Gaiorade Player i the Year and a Haeade All-American,

On the basketball coun, Hannig blossormed as a senior. scoring nearly 17 points a gamu and grabbing
cight rehounds en route 1o all-OVAC and all-Valley accolades. In vack and field, #annig compewd 1 2
bevy ol events, bul it was in the [ong jump where he stood ous. He sct the OVAC record with a mark of 21
feet, 7 3/4 inches and won tiree conference Wwilgs (high burdles. high jump and long jumpi

Tannig accepied a scholarship for soceer o the Unaversity of Indiana where he staried in net from 1997+
2000 and [inished No. | in IU hislory with 42 shulouts and second in victorics (63), The Honsiers piayed in
fur consecutive NCAA Final Fours, winting the NCAA tides in 1998 and 1999, defcating Stanford {313
and Sanwa Clara {[-0). respeclively. Hannsg and OVAC and NBA THall of Famer John Haviicek (Bridgepon
Hagh are the only two OVAC products 1o play ie three conseentive NCAA Lite pames, Hannig's name is
al} over the Indigna University tecond book. He ranks seventh a. [U with 176 saves, and the 23 victories in
1998 are Led for e moest in a season.

Afier his collegiaw caneer, Hannig was selecied in the MLS Draft and spent time with R.C. United. FHe ziso
piayed for the Pulsburgh Rivezhounds,

Ashley Battle (Athiete - 20005)

Ashley Battle (Linsty School, Class of 20005 When asked 1 name the preawest gurls'
baskethall players in Ohio Valley hiswory, this former Lady Cadets” name is always one of
Ihe first mentioned. And for good reason.

Batle arrived on the Linsly campus at the urging of some of her family and friends
10 gel her away [rom the rough section of fier homelown of Piusburgh. She went 1o
Linsly to ke an admissions test prior w0 cntering high school and secmingly the rest
was history.

When she amivex] at Linsly, the girls” basketball wcam was struggling. but she helped
tum that around quickly and cventually led Linsly to an undefcated scason m 1998-99,

At Linsly. she became the school's ali-ume leader in numerous statistical calegorics,
including points (1,532), rebounds (823), assists (3K3) and steals (371),

She was named OVAC Class A Player of the Year four conseeulive scasons and was
a theeg-ume all-Stae pick in West Vieginia,

Adter receving countless recrnting leuers, Battle eventwally chose to continuc her caceer al Lthe University
of Connecticut over the likes ol Duic, Penn Siaic and Stanford

AL LConn, she joined with Dianna Taurast and Mana Conlon and helped lead the Lady Huskies o three
NCAA Navonal Championships, inciuding an undelcated scason in 2003

Bawle was a siandoul on the defensive cnd ol 1he floor as evidenced by the [agi that she won the Big Eas,
Defensive Player of the Year award, Bul she alse scored 1000 career points,

Baude. who owns 3 degroe in markeling and ceonomics from UCunn, was dralted by Scaule in the wecond
round of the 2005 WNBA Drafi. She thea signed with the New York Liberty of the WNBA in 2006 and she
als spent ume playing [ar Seaulz and San Antomo. All toid. she appearcd in 142 WNBA (Games and averaged

ive points per game. She also played professionaily in Spain in 2007 and 2008.
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Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel (ovAC Family)

Tom “Bear” Bechtel {(Wheeling Ceniral High School. Class of 1969} Commissioner,

director. official...Bechtel wears nany hats in ¢he athletic realm. and he wears them well
He is a long-time member of the OVAC Softball Commitwee, curcently serving as the
OVAC Softball Commissioner and has been Game Directar of the annual Samugl A,

Mumley OVAC AtlSiar Basketball Classic since 200K
As an otficial. Bechiel has wurked area high schoo? sofiball. basketball and foothal
games dating bak w 1974, He founded the Ohio Valley Board of Sudiball Umpires. serv.
g as secretary for M years; was an Ohio Valley Officials Board officer for more (han
20k vears: and has offizisted foacball playotf games in Ohie and West Virginia for more
than 20 years, He has worked 26 atate oumanmients in sotibell and six stre champsonship

games in foorball.

" Heals unipires safiball in the West Virginia Conference
In 1990, he becanse the first West Virgina regipient of the National Federavon of State High Sl
Anociations” Officials Award.

Bechitel has been director of the City of Wheeling Recreation Deparineo sinee 1972, actively promading various
vouth sports activities. He founded the Wiweling Recreation Sumimer Baskethall League which hay ROV [0 T
than 1100 keams; organized the anewal Wheeling Basketball Shootout which has brought numerous fugh profike ath-
OV C H ll Ries 1o the area: and overses tie 1B, Chambers 1470 Complex witich hosts nwre than 244K} baseball and softball

! s a 0 am e games annually,
A busketbail and basehall player al Wheeling Central High. he grxluated from W heeling College in 1973 and
served as ol assistane basketball coach there from 1974.748
. He has served as 2 color analyst tor WTRFTV on foothall and basketball broadcasts: worked ax a radio
Sponsored by ROblnson Auto Group anneuncer Tur basketball g.lmc\‘}nnd was the public address announcer at Wheeling Jesus Liniversity home
basketball games. He is also direcwor of the annual Undo's Catholic Basketball Toursament in Wheeling.

Bechtel received the Rubert S. MeKelvey Memonal Awarl from the Upper Ohio Valley Bapper Dan Club
in 4008,

Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Media)

Chardes "Red" Donley {Wellshurg High School, Cliss of 1941 An garly pioswer of fudio
and television broadeasting in the Ohio Valley, Donley pot B stan at WSTV-AM radio in
1946 where he served as pl.w-by -play announcer for high school foothall and basketball
games and wi the statiol s direcior

[n 1954, when WTSV-TV Chaanel 9 (now WTOV) wene on the air, Donky became
the sports direcior und ~oon thereufter, was seivcted e work with Jog Tucker on Pigisburgh
Sicelens” broixhints. a position he held frony 1955-62.

He abo unnouaced home racing ac Wheeling Duwns and Watgeford Pk from 1949-56,
CL0-1y and 1961 110-11 and his 1953 team wias 91, losing only to eventual state In 1960, he left 1o become sports digeetor 2t Channel 11 in PuL\hurgh.a position he hixd
chamnpion Parkessburg. In sy seasons {1956-61). his teana posted 2 52-21 record for 10 years. Dunng his days in Pittsburgh, Donley won five “Golden Quill” awards for
and wor two OVAC Class AAA champiveships (1957 and 1958). . distinguished news coverage, inchiding one for a documentary e wrote and samated on

In hasketball. Carey coached Weir tor 13 seasons (1956.68}, compiiing a record of 178115, His wams | she fwe An Rooney and iwo others fon Roberio Clemente and Pie Travnor) thal are i the
made the W, Va. Class AAA tithe game three straight years. winning in 1963 with a record of 20-5, The | Ruseball Hall of Fame.

Burdell ‘Jimmy’ Carey (OvAC Contributor)

Burdelt * fimnty" Carcy (Follambee High School, Class of 10231, He is the only
coach in the Ohio Valley Athletic Confesence and the state of Wese Virginia to win
state championships in theee sports - foeiball. basketball and baseball

Carey gt his Brst taste of coaching with LO vears at his alma mater, Follanshee
High, before moving ¢ Weir Hight to assist OVAC Hall of Famer Carl Hamill and
begin a 25.year Red Ruder carcer.

Carey coached Weir ta W. Va, Class AAA Taothall ttles in 1957 {110}, 1960

t962 team was 24.t and the 1964 eam had o 23-2record, Overall. his Red Rider houp teams won seven In 1962, he was named o suceced legendary Ray Scott as phay-by-pliy annourcer for the Univensity of Pilsburgh

sectional litles. five regionai crowns and made four stare lournament appeacances while also winning two Donley nejoined Channel ¥ in Steubeaville in 1972 as news director and remained there he reared in 1988,

OVAC championships (1962 and 1964). TRl Donley received the Presulents Media Awand lrom what was then the Colhepe of Steubenville in 1989 ereerved
In baseball, he puided Weir to five state lournaiment berth and the one-class W, Va. staie championship | an ponorary degree from Jefferon Technical College in 1987 and an honorury hacalaureat degree fron: te College

in 1959 while also winning four sirmght YAC ritles. of Steubenvilke i 1959; vwas the mevipient of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Robert 5. MeKelvey Award
Carey was selecied the West Vinginia All-Spon Coach of the Year in 1958 He 15 a member of the West Virgini in 1991 and wis inducted inta Bye Ohio AP Broadeasters Hall of Famne jn 2006,

Spoorts Hall of Fame: the Lpper Ohies Valley Dapper Dan Hail of Fune and tw Weir Iigh Hall of Faroe. He abo paruciputed i many charitsble projects mchuding the United Way and Easter Seals and maxle countless
Weir Fligh named its foocball sadivim o his honor appeurances b & Niser of eorricnies sl cpmmiunity events. His many contributions weee recognized it a tesimonial

At Follansbee Thgh, Carey was a multi-port athlete who went on u play theee aports {feothall, Basket- | dinner in his honor hack i 1979
hall and baseballt at Grorge Washington Umiversity before trunsferring and graduatng from West Liberey The toad feading to the curment WTOY-TV4 stwdio in Steubenvilie is named “Red Donky Drive™ i his honor
State Coliege A World War 1 veieran who served 1n the Marine Corps. Doafey passed sway in 1995,

Gary Sprague (Coaches)

Gary Sprague (Needham {Mass } High School. Class of 1964). He piloted Lhe
Linsly S¢hoel buseball progream frem 1974-20606, compiling an impressive 33-year
recard of 488-257-1, which rarks Tourth all-ime zmong Oltie Valley coaches,

He led the Cadets to 13 OVAC Tournament championships - imore than any other
conflerence couch (1982, "85, "86. "87. "8Y. "0 "Y1, 94, "95,. 797, 2001, 03, 05,
'06} and coached Linsly 1 five Eastern Ohio Baseball League titles (1987, 88,
90, '95 and "96).

Gene Ammirante (Coaches)

Geae Ammiranre | Wheeting Central Catholic High School. Class of 1969). When
yuu think of Amoiranie, you thiak of two things — passion and suceess. During his
H-vear career as head boys” basketbal] coach at Bellaire High. “Coach A™ displayed
plenty of the farmer and achieved plensy of the lauer.

Ammirante began his coaching career in 976 as an asistant 10 Mark Maozz at
Bellaire before beginning a successful run as head couch of the Brg Reds

He compiled an impressive 471-205 career record at Hellwsre. the all-time best
coaching record in boys” basketball at the school. That included a 18941 mark dJur-
ing the f‘-":)()s.an average of 19 wins per season during that 19)-year span Sprague was numed OVAC “Coach of the Year in [986 aller guiding the Cadets

Bellaire High achieved Top 240 rankings in Ohig 15 imes under Ammarante: won 10 a 27-4 record und EQBL "Couch of the Year™ three times,
1+ Ohie \alley Athletic Conference championships; 13 sectmnal crowns. six distict ritles and one regonal He coached six athleles who went on 3o play professional sports = Heath Huynes.
champianship as Bellasre eamed its find ever-trip to the GHSAA Division U State Tournament "Final Four™ in Ron Swephens, Kevin Tatar, Mike Coss snd Mark Seaver in baseball and Willie
2003-0:4. tying the school recoed for wins {221 before losing 10 Versailles in double-overtime in the semifinals Clay m the NFL, He also coached 2 swal of 13 first 1eam all-stae plavers including swo caplains: five

His teams posted two undefeated regular seasons, going 204 in 1993-94 and 2005-06. and two [9-] OVAC “Player of the Year” winners and four West Virginiu American Lepion “Player ol the Year”™
records: and the 200506 team broke the school record with 23 victonies. weleclions.

Amang Ammirante s numerous awards were “Coach of the Yeas™ for Ohwo Division il. the Eastern He also couched freshmun toothall an [Linsty
District and District 12 a~ well ax the OVAC overall “Coach of the Year™ in 200304, and the Bob Amnzen S;rug‘\m;rcc;i:cd the Carl R Hamil .Awu:dy fromy the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and was

Award for 2k conseculive years at the same school © 19961

He was also selected to coach the South squad in the annual Omo North-South All-Star Game
Columbus in 1997

He served as Game Dhrector for the Samuel AL Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketbali Classic on two dift
ferent occasions and is sull active on the committee: founded and directed the UVAC Barkerball Clime for
six vears: is director of the Wheehng Recreation Department s Youth Basketball Program. and started the ‘ s
annual Saturdsy Moming Fundamental Feeder Program and Basketbail Camp at Bellaire. He received the Eugene E“dle Joseph (Athlete - 1940s)
OVACTS Earl Habertield Boys™ Basketball Ceaches Award m 20H 2.

Ammirnte recerved his bachelor's degree from West Libesty State College in 1973 and his master's from West
Virginia Univenity in L1Y76

the recipient of the OVAC's Thomas E. Rataiczak Scarekeeper/Timer Award in 2009 afler nearly three
decades as the umer at Linsly basketball punies.
Sprague graduated from West Virginia Weslevan College in 1968,

Eugene “Eudie” Joseph ( Manins Ferry High School, Cluss of 1945). A three-
sport All-OVAC honoree in foathall. baskethall und track. he was a snajor contribu-
tar 10 top-record Purple Rider football and basketball weams.

In basketbat), plaving for OVAC Hull of Fume Legend ceuch Floyd Baker.
Joseph was u regular on leams which went 714 in three vears including 21-2, with
20 siraight wins, as i senior. He was a junior on a 26-1 record team which wan the
firt GUAC Cluss AA title m 1944 Thiat weans lost ils only game 10 eventual Ohio
champion Middletown. 38-34, in the state ournament semitinals. Joseph, atong
with teamimate and OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Groza, were all-lournament selec-
tions. Joseph scored 521 points —second on the team 1o Grosa's OV record otal
af 628 points. As a sophomore, foseph was & member of a 24-1 recerd weam.

In football, he was co-captain of a 7-2-1 recard team which wan the first OVAC Class AA title and
recorded eight shulows. He earned All-Ohiv UPL honores as well as AH-OVAC and was a iwo-lime All-
Eastern Ohio selection a1 running back. Nicknamed the “Ghast™ for his ¢lusive siyle, he played on a
9-1 record team as a jumor and Ferry was 22-6-1 in his three seasons,

In track, Joseph set an OVAC high hurdle record in the (wo-year-old meet as a junior and won the
high jumap. He dide't compete as 21 senior after being drafted for nilitary duty.

Alfter discharge, he enrolled at the University of Davion and played four years of baskethall with
three a< a siarter on teams with schoel records of 24-8. 27.5 and 28.5. The last two vears. the Flyers
were runners-up in the Nalional Invitation Tourpament and aiso were XCAA regional semifinalist in
his sentor veur of 1952,

He <pent bis enure 37-year professional career teaching and coaching ar Liwsly Milars asrinan

Bill Tonini (omcial

Bitl Torini (Avella (Pa) High School. Class of 19403, “Play ball!” Consiclering
the fact that s career oy an umpire spanned an incredible seven decades. per-
haps no one has utiered those werds more than Tonin.

He spent a 1otal of 52 years working countless baseball games throughout
the Ohie Valley and beyond [rom 1957-2010 while also serving 36 years as a
focthall official and 10 years as a baskethall referee.

His ¢apestise as an umpine, primarily behind heme plate calling batls and
strikes, earned Tonini numerous high school post-season assigmnents, includ-
ing five state toumanients in Ohio and five in West Virginia, He also umpired
more than 30 vears of OVAC Tournanwnt action.

Tonnt worked NCAA Division [ Callege Wortd Series games tn Mareua
A wial of 10 times: several NCAA Division | games involving Chio State und Ohio University: a
host of Amenicun Legion games in the stmmer und three years in the minor leagues, including the
Northwest Leagoe in Eugene. Oregon and Wadla Walls, Washington

He alse was an mstruetor a1 Bidl Barr's Umpice Sehool in West Palm Beach. Florida.

“Tonmni is 1 the Weatern Pennsyivania Soccer Hall of Fame and he recerved a special award from

e UPP“ Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. . . where he wax head ¢oach of bovs” baskethall (1953-72) and track and assisizni in foodball aed alse
A highly-decorted World War I1 veteran whe received commendations from both the United | (orved as aibdetic director, His Cadet leams won three OVAC Lille 15T Bunkel and | W1 -52 in
States and France, the 90-year ald Tomay restdes in Hannibal track, The top court records were 0o im 1947, 154 i 1970 apd B35 in D972 A Linaly senolarship

is named i his honor.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Art Hehr (Athlete - 19505)

Arr fTehr (Bridgepon High School, Class o 1959). He graduated ax the
winningest career wrestler in the (VAL with two sivpight unheaten seasons
capped by Ohio titles tn 1955 and 1959 after placiog third in the state meet
as 2 sophomore. He was vaplain of the 1959 Ohio siate championship weam

the first for an OVAC member, voached by OVAC Hall of Famer George
Kuvalick. He won his last two tities at 127 pounds after compeliog at 120
poumls 25 a sophomure, e also won three cansecutive OVAC titles on
conference championship feams

He also competed 1n football and was a member of the Buildogs' first-ever
unbeaten season in 1958 and the fiest Bridgeport team to defeat rival Martins Ferry in 1956,

Aller serving in the L, §, Army from 195962, he earolied au West Liherty State where he was a
member of the West Virgint Conference fitle teans in 1962 and 1963, also coached by Kovalick.
Re was injured and couldn’t compete for part of his college career.

After graduation. he coached wrestling at Wheeling Cellege and started the wrestling program at
ald Skyvue High School, He also conched Martins Ferry High 1o an OVAC title in 1968 as well as
sectional and distrivt ceowns, He served as o wrestling ofticial from 1970-86 and ax athletic director
at Skyvue for 28 vears and Monnoe Cennal two years plus three vears as track coach ol Skyvue,

Hehr wax inducted inze the Bridgepon Figh School Sports Hall of Fame in 2011 and was the
reeipent of the OVAC Wrestling Couches ~Mr. Mat™ award in 20112,

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - 1960s)

DPan Abramowics (Steubenville Cathelic Cenal High School, Class of
1963) This glue-fingered wide recerver had to make believers vut of countless
deubters every slep of his brilliant fooiball career.

The Crusaders” three-sport standdont was deemed wo slow and 1eo smail
o make 1t bigstime college foothall. After he shredded rthat falliey.
Abrumowicz did so even mare ¢mphatically on the professional fevel,

Afier a sparkling carcer at Steubenville Cemral where be was honored ax
an all-OVAC and all-Ohwo wide reeeiver, the college recraiters were nowhere
10 be found. tumed off by his pedestrian-fike 4.8 40-meter clocking, His lone
college sehelarship offer came Mroen Xavier University in Cincionati.

Abramowicz made the most of thal apperuily, and went on 1o eajoy a record-setng stzy willy
the Muskerests

Abramowicz established 2 host of Xavier recenving records during a brilliant four-year career,
including 120 cutches for | 685 vards wnd 14 wuchdowns

1is prodigious numbers resulied in him being tabbed by the New Orleans Sauits in the 17th and
final round of the 1967 NEL i¥eaft That 1 7th rowsd pick turmed out o be 2 gem for the Sants.

Abramowicr carved oul a pro career that many first-rounders would relash,

He was instam impaet in “The Big Eusy,” landing 50 passes for 721 vards and six touchdowns as
fie was one of the 1op contenders for NFL Roukie of the Year honors.

Two seasons Jater, Abramowice led ihe league with 72 receplions, His bigpest XFL achievement.
however. was setling a feague record for catching o pass i [04 conseeative pames, which has since
heen broken. The Samis dealt Abramawiez 10 the San Francisco 48ers after the secend gane of the
1973 season for draft choices. After an adjusiment period. be became a $9ers” starter the last 11
pames, vatehing 3§ passes for 442 yards and a TD. He retired afier the 1974 seaxon. a campaign in
which he grabbed 25 passes for San Franciscu, Abramowicz put up some lotty minbers during hix
eight-year NFL career, [e caught 369 passes for 5,686 vacds and 39 TO< in 117 gamex

Joe Maroon (Athiete - 1950s)

Joe Maroon (St John Cemral High Schoal, Class at 195%). A four-yeac Inish
letterinan in foothall, basketball and baseball. he becanwe the Grst 5L John™s
geidder 1o earn fiest leam Al-Ohio Toothall konors (as a detensive satety) and
also was an Al-Ohio haseball selection, A two-tie AL-QVAC and All-Valley
fooibatl honoree, he was co-cagain of the 1957 All-OV -Big School” honor roll
as it S-Toot-6. 150-pound (woe-way back. After caming second team All-QVAC
konors as a sophomare. he helped the [rish record the sehool’s dirst-ever perfect
foolball season of 9-0 wills an OVAC tite us u unior under Coach Hen Healy
in 1956 Then he posted major statistics in only seven games (6-1 record) an u
senior season shortened by influensa.

A a senior. Maroon led the dnsh in scaring and rushing in the seven-game
season. He led Eastern Ohio with 107 points on 17 1ouchdowas and five canversion rus and abso
completed 16 of 35 passes Tor eight seores, He had eight TE runy between 50-80 yards: retumed four
Kicks Jor TDs with u long of 78 yards; and had foue- T pamies against Wheeling Central, Mingo und
Barnesville. On defense, he intercepted (ive passes and also puated.

A three-sport Trish wam co-capuain, he also was selected captain ol the winning Ohio team in the
arnual Ohie-W. Va, All-Star game. He also was awarded the Coca-Cola Scholar-Athlete Award by
the OVAC,

Maroon attended Lndiuna University on a football scholarship und earned Academic All-Americy
honors. He a starling halfback in 1960 and averaged 5.3 vards a carry.

Aller receiving a mwdical degrey from kndiana, be tained a1 Georgetown Univerily and at Qxford
University i England. Cumently Viee-Chairman znd Professor ol Newrosurgery al the Universily ol
Pitlsburgh. he is also the Team Neuresurgeon Tor the Pitshurgh Steelers. He also paricipates in numer-
ous marsthon races and triathlons, He was the Upper Ohio Yalley Dapper Dan Man of the Yeur in 1987,

Doug Swearingen (Athlete - 1970s)

Pong Swearingen (Manins Ferry High School. Class of 1979}, He was best
knewn for his pitching prowess, but Swearingen was 2 mult-spon standowt tor
1he Purple Riders.

In addition to the dizmand. Swearingen spackied on the gridiron as well as the
hardwood for Ferry, With that said, Swearingen remains one ol the finest hurlers
in Ohio Valley prep annais.

The ceadly southpaw was a four-year baseball lettermin for the Pueple Riders.,
When not on the hull. Swearingen was o hard-hitting outfielder,

He was a two-lme all-vailey honoree und was 2 Frst-lean all-Ohio sefection
semor. There was no all-OVAC team back then

Swearingen went 6-2 o semor. cemprling a munseude 0,74 ERA. He Caned | 30 batters in 62 mnings.
He wus equally as potent at the plute. batling a rubust 412 with ¢ight doubles. thive riples, ome honer
und 24 RBi, He lost the ultimate heartbreaher bt sprong., dropping a £, Kk-inmng district final arfair
10 Cadiz. He stieuch out 20 15 2 rowe-gong ¢fion,

Such an oustanding prep career had college baseball coaches covenng the & ft. 2, 195-pound south-
paw. He chose The Ohio Skate University, i decision he would not regret. Swearingen was 4 four- year
leteermen lor the Buckeyes. He compiled a sparkling 23-13 caneer mirk with a 380 ERA. Sweanngen
was a superh 9-1 as u junon, losing only W Oklahema in the NCAA Reponal He was second-teams
ali-Big Ten that season. Swearingen linished his Scarlet & Gray carver lied for Ldth place Jor caneer
mound wins. month i miings pitched (2781 2nd XD in sinkeowss (224). He was Lhe leant's co-caplain
A% & HENIAr

He wus drefied by Uw Scae Marners in the 237d round, He pitched or four vears i the minors. going
30-22 with 1 2.36 ERA. Swearingen was also a member of the 1982 U S, Nationa Team which puticipated
n South Korea. He posted a 3- 1 weord with a 225 ERA s the U S, cluimwd the bronze inedal,

Awo-vear in doothull and baskelball leterman, he was a fist-leam all-OVAC delensive back as &
senior and wis chosen o play in the OVAC All-Star Footbali Game. but he opled 10 bypass the game
due 1o bus Ohie State baseball scholurship

a

Richard ‘Dick’ Kerwood (athilete - 1960s)

Richard “Dick” Kerwood (Bishop Donuhue High School. Cluss ot’ [963).
Some would have viewed it as a handicap: Kerwood used it as molivation,

The Bishop Donuhue slag wus borm June 9, 1950 with just one aom. [ never
fundered him in life or athletes.

During his youth. he played baskelball and buseball, excelling in both. He
was also a proneer in weightlilung. He bought a cust iron sel of weights while
m grade school und used it passionately. The visionary strength caining paid
hundsome dividends

As u Teeshman at Bishop Donahue, Kerwood pluyed football. bushetball and
buseball lor Coach Tomy G Connel?. lettering, in all three sports.

During the next theee years at the MeMeghen-based school. he opled te concen-
trule on just toothuall and basketball. [t proved a prudent decision.

The powerlul 6 (1. 2. 190-peunder started on the gridiron his (nal three seasons as a conler. middle
linchacker und kicker.

Duréng that limg, he was accorded all-Valley, atl-OVAC and all-State haners., sanwed capiain of the
firsl twe all-star squads

Kerwood disunguished himsell so nwch as 1 senior gridder that ke camed honorable mention All-
American plundity, He was also inviled 1o play i the OVAC All-Stae Foothall Gume.

Hix busketball career with the Bishops also ook on atl-stae status. Kerwood was the team’s center
and gained all-OVAC and all-Valley honors. He was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the West
Virginia Stale Buskelbali Tournament as a senior.

Kerwood s sparkling prep play afforded bim several college scholarship oliers n both football and
haskelbutl, He opted 10 play toathall at Salems College. carning extensive playing time as u freshman,

As fate would have il. Kerwood was tragically killed 1n an amomobile aecident shortly after his
frash grid season al Sulem.

Chris Starr (Amiete - 19805)

Chris Marr | Buckeye Trad High School. Class of [Y86). Youw name Lhe sport
and this fonmer Warrior shined ¢o route 1o caming 12 varsity leners and evenlu-
ally a schalarship to Michigan

White footbafl amd baskethall were priorities fer Starr, baseball was where
be made hts grealest impact.

Starr was 2 slandout on the hull for the Warriors und carned [irst-team ull-
Ohio Class A, lirst-leam Jll-Eastern Disiriet end first-team 31-OVAC. He also
plaved in the Ohia Nodh-South All-Star Series.

During the summer months. Starr was a key contributor for the Maynurd
Post 666 Amenican Legion squad which won twa state utkes and played in the
American Legion World Series in 1986

Starr earned a full basebadl scholamshzp 1o play for the Wolverines m bawebali, He played two
seasons in Ann Arbor, winning a Big [0 champonship i 1987 Due 1o gy, Stare evencu-
aily transferred to Muskingum College where he pitched for twe vears, earning all-Ohia Athletic
Conference honors, He had [25 strikeouts in his (wo seasans with un ERA of 2.81 and wus nurmed
a presseason Ml-American, bul wote his ACL in the [irst game of the season

Contnuing to overcome adversity. Stare was dratled in the 16th rovnd of the Major League
Basehatl Dratt by the Texas Rangers in 1991 He played three seasans of professional basebali

On the Toathall feld. Starr eiched his name o Buekeye Trail history as the school's ali-1tme
leader i passing and fshing vurds. He was an honorable mention ali-Qhso pick. firstlcam all
ONVAC und tirsi-leam a1l Easlern District. He wans chosen wo play i the OVAC All-Star Footbal|
Game. but turned 0 dewn due 10 Legien basebatl

Druring husketball season. Starr alsa vamed all-slule accelades. He was naned 19 the third-teany as
well as fiest-teams all-OVAC and all-Drsieict 12 squads. Al told, he scared 770 points. averaging 12
poinis & game He grabbed 367 rebounds. passed out 154 assists and shot 45 percent from the Neld

Alex Welker (Antet - 1970s)

Alex Welker (The Linsly Schouol, Class of 19771 He 15 the Michael Phelps of
Ohio Valley swimmers

Welker splashed his way to a career like none other in OVAC swimming annals,
Sunply put, Welker was unbeatable.

The Linsly star never Joss a race in high school, including relays, so 1 is anly
Ntting shat ke 15 the est swimimer to be inducted into the OVAC Hatt ol Fame

He entered Linsly a8 2 sophomore and gquickly established himaelll as an aquatic
star, An exclamation pownt 1 his unblemished record was that he held zn OVAC
record in every event he competed in. He compeled without ever shaving his body
or Lapering. methods Use 1o lower resistance, yielding Gaster times.

Welker still holds sehool amd OVAC records dating buck 10 1976, He eumed the disunction of bemg
ramed All-American as buth a junior and senior.

His unpuralleled swunmig carcer proved o springboard w o scholarship from The Ohio State
Univeraty, and Welher Tound more pool stceess in Colunbus.

He wits voted Lhe Buckeyes™ Freshman Swinimer of the Yeur. helping the Searlel & Gray 1o unner-
up tinesh in the Big Ten. He wis o two-time NCAA qualitier while establishing 1ve Ghioe Stale records

Woelker, untortunately. suifered a major shoulder injury during his sophemore season, and many
thought his swinming carver Wwas over. He proved the nayvsayers wrong am he earned “Comebach of the
Year Award™ while also seting o new Ohio $1a1e record in the 2bkmeter lreestyle as o senior,

He alse set nemerous records during his earlier years in AAU competition

He also varned o piece of @ world record., In 1975, he was a member ol o [0-swinmer team that extab-
lished a world mark, in the SCanile relay in Mount Vernon, Ohjo, with Welker pasting the Tustest splil

.
Shawn Vincent (Athicte - 1980s)

Shawn Vincenr 151 Clursville High Schoal, Class ol 1Y87), Fuotball was Lhe
nanw of the gang tor this Red Devils” icon

You nuime the way to be suvolved in a football game and Vincent wias the leader
of & team that advaneed 1o the OHSAA Division [ state semitinals belore talimg
1o Chagrin Falls Kenston, 22-21,

Vincent (riggered the Red Devils” sltack ut lhe quarterbuck spol. seiung an Chio
Valley record lor rushing yards from the position at L360 vards 1 13 pames, He
alse scored 150 points for a Red Devil syuixl which wen the OVAC Class 3-A
tille. Durie Uw regulag season, Yinesnt averaged 1001 yards a carry and scored
20 wuchdowns

Vincent pussed for 40 yurds and Tour wuchdowns dunisg his senjor eampaign
All wld. he seored 24 wuchdowns, He was il & weapait a5 o puni and kick retumner, accumulating
638 yards and three scores. On the deteasive side of the ball, Yincent roamed in the secondary and
hud seven inierceptions.

For has season. Vincent was an all-QVAC, all-Ohio and all-Valley selection.

Upan hix graduation. he sccepled a scholarship o play delensive baek at the University ol Akron
He started lor the Zips for three seasons and i 1988 shaned the wp sophomore award. He still holds
the schaal record with 263 interception relurn yards and his 13 career imereeptions rank second in the
Akron record bouk.

Vineent then signed o frvg-agent contract with the Pittsburgh Steelers, playing 16 games n 1991 and
recording (we inlerceplions

Aside tfrom his football prowess, Vineent ketiered in basketbell and track and field for the Red Devils
He was the trach most valiable athtete and sull holds the school Jongsjump recond
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Amber Ellison (Athicte - 1990s)

Amber Ellison (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) . The
Lady Colts’ basketball progmum is one of the most stoned in the Ohue
Valley and Ellison s a major reason why

Ellison was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Colis. twice cam-
ing first-team all-Ohio aceolades en route to her honors and eventual
basketball scholarship to Wheeling Jesuit University.

She’s currently Meadowbrook's sceend af-time girls' leader in points
(1.363) and rcbounds (850) and the all-time leader in steals ¢306) and
assists (4721 Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single-gume record
for - poirtts. which she netted as a senior against John Marshall

During that senier seuson, Eilison wverged 24.1 points and 146 rebounds per game en route
e every Arst-leam award imiiginable. She was fira-team all-Ohio in Division 11, Eastern District
Plaver of the Yeur; All-District 12: Pluver of the yeur in the Exst Centrul Ohio League and first-
team all-OVAC, She was alwo chosen for the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star games.

As a junior, Ellison poured 1n 19 points, grabbed 10 rebounds, passed out 5.7 uassists and
stared 3.5 steals per game en route o first-team all-everything. She was also named honorable
mention all-USA Today

It buskethull wasn't enough. Ellisen is also one of the finest saftball pluyers (o cver wear a
Lady Colts™ uniform. She batted betler than .40 every vear of her carcer. Ellison was a three-
time all-Ohie softhall sclecton and four-time all-district pick, She was player of the yewr, as i
sophomore. in the ECOL after batting 306 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBIL

At Wheeling Jesuit, Ellison scored 1,273 career punts, grabbed 521 rebounds. passed out 389
assists and made 218 steals and blocked 42 shots. A Tour-year letterwanner. she was a two-year
captain for the Lady Cordinals and was twice named 1o the all- WVIAC squicd,

Afier ber playing career at Josuit., Ellison sccepted u couching position al Shenandoah where
she served as an assistant for a season belore aseemling to the head coaching job. She was with
the Lady Zeps for three seusons. posting a 54-17 record while reaching theee district wurna-
ments. She also had brief coaching stimts at Franklin Heights and Olentangy Orange,

Kenny Howell (Atilete - 2000s)

Kenny Howetl (5, John Central High Schoo). Class of 2000y, Ttdidn’t
mirter the season o the sport for this former Izish standout.

However, it was i track and ficld where Howell made bis greatest
imgract despite only participating it the spert for three years because he
played baseball as @ freshman.

Afler being encouraged o give rack and ficld a ry. Howell became
the area’s most decorated male thrower, shining in the discus and shot

put.

Howell was a theee-time all-Chioan in the discus. He placed third in
the state his first season in the circle and then captured the coveted Division TIT state cham-
pionship in 1999, Ax a senjor. Howell was undefeated until the sese meet when he settled
for silver despite a persontal-best throw of 180 feet. That mark still stands as the best in Ohio
Valley history. Along wizh his effons in the stae competition. Howell wis a three-time QOVAC
Champion in the plater event.

Howell placed fifth in the stte shot put competition as a senior and was & two-time OVAC
champion in the iron-ball event.

Howell also mn on high guality sprimt relay tcams for the Irish.

Qn the football field. Howell ¢tched his name into St John Central history as a threc-vear
starter for squads which combined for a 25-6 record and gualificd for the playoffs in 1999
afier u 9-1 season.

Howell was the primary running back for the Irish, amassing 1.500 yards as a junior cn route
to second-team all-Ohio status. Te was first-team ail-stater as a senior when he ran for better
than | 300 yards and was twice named 1o the OVACs first team,

Howelt was also a three-year starter for the frish basketball program,

Alter high school, Howell accepted o track scholarship to West Virginia University, bul
evemnqually transierred 1o The Ohio State University where he completed bis carcer and degree,
He now resides in Columbus and works in the construction business.

Thomas E. Rataiczak (ovAC Family)

Thomas E. Rataiczak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1964), Succeeding
the faee Sam Mumley and his friend-to-all, get-it-done atitude as the guid-
ing foree of the Ohio Valiey Athletic Confercnee would not be an casy task.
but it's one that Rataiczak has done with remendous vision and class..,
aml then some.

“Rat” has been the de facto head of the OVAC as Exceutive Secretary
sinee 1999, and under his leadership. the bi-state conference has grown
10 an ail-time high of 30 rember schools from Chio und West Virginia.

During Rataiczak’s watch. the Cenference has grown by leaps and
bounds in a varicty of arcas, Among them have been the formation of the OVAC [Hall of Fame
and the OVAC Sports Museum (both located tn WesBanco Arena in Whesling): instituting
boys” and girls” basketball tournaments and cxpanding many of the other events, most notably
the revised format of the track championships: creatitg an Ali-Confereree Aciderie Tearn
i conjunction with Ohio University Eastern: the ereation of an ofTicial OVAC website, stan-
dardizmng alt championship awards; developing a meet director's handbook: computerizing all
financial accounts: providing countless SportsWorld sprakens to the area for more than 600
school assemblics., raising more that 5230000 1o bring therm in at no cost o the Conference:
and placing the Conlerence on solid financial ground through a parinership with Scholastic
Spents Marketing.

A retired Belimre High Schoot teacher, he served as a “Founding Father™ and Director of
the BHS Sparts Foundation and has been chuirmin of the Belluire Wall of Furme/Hall of Fame
Comumuitee for more than 20 years. Raticzak has been the Big Reds' basketball scorckeeper
for 43 years. working at more than 1,700 consecutive varsity and junior vansity games. In fact,
the OVAC's Scorckeeper/Timuer Award presented annually at the OVAC Al-Sur Baskerball
Classic is named int his honor.

Fle has also served more than 30 years as the BHS record-keeper, publishing extensive media
guicdes for hoth foothall and basketball,

The recipient of the Belluire Afumni Association™s Qutstunding Alumnus Award in 1992, he
graduated from West Liberty State College and obtained a master's degree from West Virginia
Unmversity, He received the Robert S, McKeivey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan Club in 2010 and hix most recent undertaking was being clected to the Bellaire Board of
Educirtion in 2012

Denver Williams (athtete - 19905)

Denver Willigns (Cadiz High School. Cluss of 1996). When it comes 10
speed. there have been very few. il any. faster than Williams,

Regardless if it was on the track or on the foothall field, Williums was
conststently running uway from the opposition

Williams was a four-vear regular in both track and football for the
Cardinals, On the oval, Williams wrote his name into Ohto Valley history
in both the 10-meter and 200-meter dashes.

He wasted little time in making a nume for inmself, He won the Division
TR spage 200-meger dash ode as o (reshman in 1993 He proceeded o win
three more, making him one of just five athictes in state history 1o win the
sume event four strught years.

Williams dida’t stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division IIT 1d)-meter crowns to his
resume in both his junier and senior scasons, Williams ran his personal-best times of [0.35
and 2250w wut the gold medals as u semjor, and both still stand as all-time OHSAA and Ohio
Valley reconds,

On the Tootbail ficld, Williams also sparkied, varning first-teans all-Ohie and all-Eastern
District twice, He owns the Cadiz school record for carcer rushing yards with 4 479

Adter hes prep curcer, Willtams accepred a football scholarship (o the University of Kentucky
where be also ran track. e red-shirted as o freshman and then transferred 1o Youngstown State
where he elped the Penpuins win the NCAA Division T-AA Nauonal Championship. Adl wld,
he lettered four vears at YSU in football and three in track

For the Penguins” track team, Willfams was the 200-meter runnwr-up in the Mid-Contnent
Conferenee and was apan of school records m the mdoar 4x-HKE ard sprint medley

Wiiliams has now entered the coaching field, He™s spent time at Ashland. Qhio Northern and
Heidelberg. Curremtly. he's working as & football couch and track coach at Trinity College in
Hartford, Conn.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Tim McCoy (OVAC Contributor)

Tim MeCoy (Iefferson Union ITigh School, Class of 1978). For a quarter of
a century, MeCoy has taken the lead role in expanding broadeast and internet
coverage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specifically those of the Ohio
Valtey Athletie Conference.

Those ¢fforts have helped give thousands of arca high school athletes
wremendous exposure. with countless thousands of viewers able o watch the
valley's best perform in the athictic realm.

Among the many highlights has been live TV coverage of various all-siar
contests. most notably the Rudy Mumicy OVAC All-Star Charity Footbail
Classic from Wheeling Island Studivm and the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling
Championships from WesBanco Arcnu in Wheeling, Al one time, WTOV-TV9 also aired the
Sumucl A, Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketbuil Classic.

Other events include the football *Gume of the Woek™ broudeasts treplays of arca games fol-
Jowing the comprehensive "Spors Friduy™ shows) @ in-depth pre-scason football team previews
and the “Big 22" awards banquet in Decemiber. WTOV-TVY also has an extensive inteenet
foatball supersite available.

MeCoy became Vice-President und General Manager of WTOV-TVY in 1994, Prior o that.
he served as the stalion's Operations Manager for six years

He begpan his carceer in wlevision as a Preduction Technician at WNEC-TV in Kent from
1479-82, He first joined WTOV as a Promotion Producer from 1982-85 and then spent two
veurs st NBC affiliate WLEX-TV in Lexington. Kentucky as Promotions and Creative Services
Dircctar where he received two ADDY awards,

He has served on vadious boards in the Ohio Valley, including as president and campaign
chairman of the United Way of Jefferson County. the 81, Johnt Arena. the Sweubenville Rotary
and the Steubenville City of Murals, He is also a member of The Friends of Wheeling, the
Eastern Ohio Valley Tech Prep Consortivm, Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce. the
Wheeliag Arca Chamber of Commeree. Franciscan University of Steubenville. Tlistoric Fort
Steuben and the Jefferson County WIND Team. He was named 1995 City of Murals Volunteer
of the Year™; the Commanity Leadership Award from the Franciscan University of Steubenvilic:
a Community Awand from the Steubenville branch of the NAACP: and the Gne in a Million
Award from the Swcubenville Millicn Man March Committee.awards.

He was the 1997 Rober1 § McKelvey Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dur Club.
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Richard ‘Hoot® Gibson (Media)

Richard “Ileor” Gibson (St. Clainwille High School, Class of 197(0).,
e began his carcer 1 the local media in 1981 and has spent 32 years on
the staff at The Times Leader, serving us a sports writer and for a brief
time as Spons Editor und ulso us Area News Editor,

Gibson has written countless columns covering high school. eollege
and professional sports and instituted e All-Times Leader wams i all
high school sports

He has covered OVAC vontests in nearly cvery sport and at most
conference schools over the years, ncluding OVAC All-Star games in cvery sport.

Gibson has been seen al countless sporting events not only locally, but around the country
He's covered severad NCAA men™s basketball “Final Four™ gumes, many World Seres and
MEB All-Star Gumes, [0 Super Bowls and |8 vollege foothall bow] gumes. He's also authored
countless stories on the Ohio State Buckeyes and the West Virgimia Moustaineers and served
one year as the beat writer for the Pittsburgh Pirmtes.

He received the OHSAA Media Service Award tor the Eastern Disurict in 2000 and hus won
several Ghio Prep Sports Wniters Association awards over Lhe yeirs

Gibson was also a freelunce writer for several years for Basketball Weekly muagazine based
out of Detroir. Michigan.

Gibson. who attended Harding University in Arkamsas. also spent severad years us o local
bascball, baskethall and volleyball officiul and served as manager of the Farpont-Neils batl-
club of the Ghio Valley Bascball League

He served three vears in the United States Nuvy (1976-78). working in communications
for Command 6th Fleet Europe while stationed in lizlv and toering both Europe and northern
Africs,

Jim Thomas (Coaches)

Jim Thomas (Wheeling Central Cagholic High School, Class of [963).

The lighly-regarded ST s the fourth- winningest couch i Ohio Valley
history hehind Reno Saccoceia, Jay Circosta and the leflow Hall of Famer
Geotge Strager with o 33-year record of 233-134-2, He wound up only 33
wins off of the all-ime Wess Virginia state record for football coaching
viciorics {267).

His first head coaching stint came at old Yorkville High where he spent
three vears (1968-70), guiding the Ductillites to un unbcaten scason in
1970,

He then assumed the head coaching position as Wheeling Central
{197 1801, and moved on o Wheeling Purk Tor six scasons (1981-86). From there, it was
back to s alma mater for a second stint. this tme guiding the Maroon Knights from 1987-
2004

Hc coached wams ta seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conferenee championshups (1974, 1976.
1978, 1979, 1990, 2000 and 2004) and four West Virginia state title, The Maroon Knights
were Class AA sLate champs at the first “Super Six™ event in Charleston tn 1979 and they
won the Class A crown in 2000, 2002 andd 2004, The 2000 i set a school record for wins
13-13.

[le also coached the West Virginia squad four times in the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity
All-Sur Football Classic.

Thomas was voted the West Virginia All-Sport “Coach of the Year™ for 2004-03 and the
OVAC All-Sport ~Couch of the Year™ in both 1980 and 2003. He was aiso The Intclligencer™s
*Coach of the Year™ in 1979 and the Upper Ohio Vadley Dapper Dan “Man of the Year™ in
2001.

He curned his buchelor’s degree from West Liberty State College and a master’s degree
from West Virginia Unliversity,

Thomas passed away in 2005 at the age of 6.

Nick Aloi {Coachces)

Nick Aloi (Midland (Pay High School, Class of 19623, His couchuig
curcer began with o theee-year sting a¢ his alma mater, Midland (Pa. ) Lincoln
High. where be led the team to a state runner-up finish in 1986, He was
named Class A “Coach of the Yaar™ in western Penrsylvania in 1985,

Aloi's couching stay ai Bast Liverpool began in 1986 and spunned 20
yairs. longer than any basketbull coach 10 schoel history, He compiled a
career record ol 326-121, an impressive winning pereentage of 735

His Pouter-coached teams won four Ohio Valley Athietic Conference cham-
pionships ( 191,794,935 and "99): nnc sectional titles: sux district crowns and
onc regional championship with an OHSAA Stase © "Final Four™ Appearance in
1999. The 99 wam finished with a 23-2 record, falling to Shaker Heights (71-63) in the Division
1 state semifinals.

He was selected Ohdo Division I "Coach of the Yeur™ in 1996 by the Ohio High School Busketball
Associution and 1999 by The Associated Pross: was the Districl 5 Baskethall Coaches Association
“Couch of the Year™ 11 times, Eastern District *Couch of the Yeur™ seven times and receved simuar
honors sn Columbiana County numerous nmes,

He was previousty inducted into the Cast Liverpool High School Athlene Hall of Fame. the Beaver
County Sports Hall of Fume. the Midland High School Sports Hall of Fame and the District 3
Basketball Coaches Associataon Hall of Fame

Among Alot's aitnbuics were consistency, centinuity und commitment. evident in the tact that he
aever mussed an open gym, practice, scerimmage or game during his playing or coaching careers
He also started the popu!.u "Potter Holiday Classic.” a toumament known for quality competition,
and conducted the “Little Potters Clinic™ yearly for the district's clementary and middle schoo
students free of charge,

As an athlee. Alo was the leading seorer, MY P and 1eam caplain of Midland’s 1962 unde-
feated busketball wam. caming AH-WPLAL and All-Stae recognition, He then went o Bowling
Green State Umiversity uhgrc he was o three-year starter and team co-captiain. averuging i3
points per game. Aloi camed his buchclor's degree from Bowling Green and Jater obtained his
masier's (lc"rcc from Duguesnce University. Fle wus drafied by the St. Louis Hawks of the NBA,

Don Zinni (Officials)

Pon Zingi {Yorkelie High School, Class of 1954). He began s offi-
ciating carger in 1970 as w member of the Ohie Valley Board of Football
Ofticials. remaining active undl 1991,

He offictated at the district. regional and seate level in the WVSSAC
playoffs from 1975-90. working the 1977 Class AA A Staie Championship
Gamne.: and he worked games at the regional and state semifinal kvel in
the OHSAA during that same time span.

Zinni officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Footbull
Classic four times {three as teferce wnd one as back judpe) and worked
the GUISFCA North-South All-Star Classic in Massillon in 1982,

A member of the QHSAA Football Advisory Commitiee for four vears and a Past
President and Rules Interpreter of the Ohio Vailey Bourd of Toothall Officials. Zinni became
OVAC Football Commissioner in 1993 und held that position untl retiring in 2012 as the
Tongese-tenured indevidual 1o serve in that capacity.

While serving as QOVAC Football Commissioner. the affable Zinni expanded officiating
crews from four men to five: expanded the officiating base to include several arcas on both
sides of the river including Wheeling, Weirton-Steubensille. Mason-Dixon. Parkersburg
Marictta. Columbiana County, Cambridge-Zanesville and Columbus; established rating of
crews by coaches duning the scason and by the Commissioner after the season: served as a
clearimghouse for sehools secking opponents for schedule openings: and assigned officials 1o
the Rudy Muamiey OVAC Ali-Swar Charity Football Classic by position rating.

Zinni also spent several years in the couching runks. He first served us junior high and
Treshimun busketbal] couch from 1958-65. was an assistant footbail couch at Yorkville High
from 1959.63; was the head coach at Yorkville from 1963-70: and then was the high school
principal from 1970-72,

He is also a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Commitiee.

As u high school athlete, Zinni was a four-year ledterman in bascball. a two-year letterman
tn footbalt und a one-yeur Jewerman in basketball at Yorkville,

John Howell (Offciats)

John Howell (Lancaster Fairficld Union High School. Class of 1967).
When 1l cemes 10 high scheol basketball officials, Howell is among the
muost recognized mdividuals throughout the Chio Valley, Afier all, during
a 38-year officialing carcer. he worked in practicafly cvery gymnasium out
there.

Howell became a member of the Oto Valley Bowrd of Approved
Basketbull Officials 1n 1972, He served as seeretary of the board for 14
years; as a lraining class insteuctor for 14 years: as rules inerpreter for 16
yeurs urwl vssigned jumor varsity offigials for 14 years

He served ax the OVAC's Assistant Basketball Commissiener from 1983-
94 und became the Basketball Commissioner in 1995, a role he stifl has today

Howell worked his finst varsity basketball game m 1974 (Paden City vs. St. Marys) and his
final appearance on the kardwood came March 11, 2009 in a West Virging Class AA Regional
gume at Phillip Barbour High School.

Howell worked a total of 27 state tournaments: 14 Ghio boys (1987 °88. *90. 92,794 43
W6, CUE. 99 2000, 02,04, 06, %) 5 Ohio girls (90, 91,93, 01, 031 6 West Virginia boys
(SR 91.94,97.99,03) and 3 West Virginia girls (83, 8491, He also worked o tetal of 75 regional
tourniment games over the years.

In 1993, Howell worked a W. Va. boys” state semifinul game in Charleston with Mike Coyne
in moming and then and Ohio girls” scmifinal gamie in Columbus with Roger Levi later sume
day. He officiated the first three-man championship boys' game in Ohio in [996 and the fira
3-man championship boys’ game i W. Vi in 1997,

Howetl recetved a hust of awards over the years, meluding NFIOA (Nationat Federadion of
Interscholustic Officials Association) Official of the Year in West Virgini in 1992 and w Qhio
i 1997 O Distnet 5 Official of the Year in 1991, Ohio District 12 Official of the Year in
1992; West Virginia Official of the Year in 1994 and was the 2013 recipient of the OVAC's
Robert Dawson Officials” Award. He was inducted into the OFHSAA Officials Hall of Fame,
in 2003,

L sidkliticn 1y basketball, Howell has worked as a track official singe 1972, serving in various
capacitics over the yeurs at OVAC meets as welt as al the Bellaire Reluys and Shudyside Relays,
and be has handled the position of clerk at those meets tor the lase (5 years,

While not an on-ficld official in football. Howell served as e OVAC™ Assistant Football
Commissioner under Hall of Famer Evan Reese from 1983-94,

Harry ‘Moo’ Moore (Athlete - 19405)

Harry “Mon" Moare {Moundsville High School. Class of 1948). The
t-foot-2 forward sct school carcer scoring records which lusted 18 years
until broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob Hummell. He scored
1.700 carcer points it four scasons and he also set the all-ime Trojan single-
g revond of 54 pomts, ingluding 25 gouls, in a 10117 rout of Cameron.

He carned first eam. enc-class All-State as a senior and was twice a fimst
team AH-OVAC largest Class AA honoree. He also was the first stace High
School Player of the Year honoree in selections wade from 1948-60 by the
Tri-State Independent Tournament held in Sistersvilie.

Muoore led the Trojuns to records of 15-2 in 1948 and 19-3 in 1946 when
the tcam advanced W the WV, region i

He camncd a scholarship o West Virginia Umu.m:v where he pluyed on three varsity leams
with a combuned 60-20 record. ncluding a Southern Contcrence regular scuson and tournament
championship. Moore's B4 percent carcer free throw percentage ranks No. 2 all-time at WVU,
He averaged 12.8 paints a game as a senior and was selected honorable mention All-America,

He aiso was chosen in the sixth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syrucuse Nationals,
He served in the Anmy infaniry from 1953-55 and was selected w play in the 1954 anmed
torees Pan-American Gumes in Mexivo and Tntenvuional Ganwes in Germuny. [n 2007, he was
inducted into the West Virginia University Sports Hall of Fume,

Moore. who retired in 1995 from the oil industry, resides in Mouadsville.
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Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (athiete - 19505)

Ron “Cy" Godfrey (Maruns Ferry High School. Class of 1956)
The 6-foot-5 stringbean et school scoring rocards which reman on
the books for more than 30 years. He shartered Purple Rider career,
seuson and single game marks set in 1944 by Jegendary OVAC Hazll
of Famor Alex Groza, His records include current standards of 1.500
career points. a 32,4 point per game nomm as & senier. and twice scoring
51 pomits i a game against Wheeling and Benwood Union. The single
garme mark has been tied. the others unbroken, He camed AlT-Ohio il
AH-OVAC honors in 1936 at the Purple Riders went 18-6 with section|
angl distriet titles before bowing 1o Canton McKinley, 57-54., in regeonal play.

He camed a schotarship 1o the University of Menm, where b scored 1,384 career pounts
&% the Hurricanes went 6118 in his three varsity sgasons. The 1960 NCA A Tournament team
went 23-4 and the 1961 NIT Tournament squad ended 20-7 as Godfiey camed honorable
mention All-America.

He later served as head coach for four seasons of the Hurmicanes before resigning in 1971,
His prize protépé was funre Basketball Hall of Famer Rick Barmy, Godfrey has been mducied
ingo the University of Miamt Sports Hutl of Fame and the Atlanue Coast Conference Legends
Class of 2012 aithough e never played an ACC game. Miami 15 currently & member of the
ACC. Gedtrey resides in Coral Springs. Fla

Ken Vargo (Athlete - 19505)

Ken Vargo (Maruns Ferry High School. Class of 19523 A three-sport, four-
year Purple Rider athlete who was feam captain in football and basketball as
a semior and a track wcam member. A 6-foot, 184-pound center-hnebacker in
football, he carmed first team Associated Press All-Ohie defense as a senior
and was sclected captain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley “Big School™
honor rolls. The 1951 All-Valley selections were the first ones selecting Big
aruk Smali School wams, Vargo. a $8-manuse player, also was a two-time All
Eastern Ohia selection i eenter.

Hc camned a scholarship to Ohto State University where he beeame a three
year regular @t center and Buckeye co«captain s o senior when he earned
first wwam All-Big Ten Conference wath two wammates in the College Foothall Hall of Fame
Hewsman Trophy winrer Howard (Hopalong) Cassaday and Qutland Trophyv winner Jim Parker,
Vargo played in the 1956 Hula Bowl.

As a junior, be was a regular on a [0-0 record team which won the Rose Bowd, 20-7, over USC
and was mamed the AP Natwonal Champions

Varga was drafted in the ninth round by the Chicago Bears of the National Football League, but
opted to play in Cunada with the Ottawa Rough Riders where he was Canadian Football League
All-Star lincbacker in his 1936 rockie acason.

After his plaving career, he remained in Canada and resides in Ottawa

Jim Brown (Athtete - 1960s)

Jim Brown {Munins Ferry High School. Class of 19011 A two-sport
Purple Rider standout, he 1s the first OVAC athlete honored primanly
for golf. In the OVAC all-cluss tourtament. he improved cach year 10
place fourth, third, second and first his four years. He also won three
OVAC Ohio-side tithes, He won three Ohio district crowns after placing
second as 8 freshman. In the Ohio st wurmament. he improved cach
seison - | 1A, 8th, 6th and dth as a senior. His carcer malteh record was
A3, includimg 131 ax a seaior afier marks of 920 [1hand 10-], He
was medulist in 39 of 47 carcer matches

In basketball. the 3-foot-11 puard was a two-ume AlL-OVAC Class AAA charce. twice All
Eastemn Ohio {go-captain as senior) and All-Ohio sccond and third tcam in two wire service
scleetrons, He was co-captain in the Chio Nosrth-South All-Star Game.

He camed o scholarship 1o play zolf and basketball at Ohie Stue and became OSLs No.
poller, and seair wam captien, and a theee-year varsicy basketball letesman.,

After six veurs coaching at Rollins College w Florida and Kent State, be returned in 1973
1o become Ohio State’s ninth golf couch. He remained for 36 seasons as the longest tenured
coach in any sport a1 OSL, His tcams won T Big Ten Gitles and the [979 NCAA champi-
onship aeng |1 NCAA Top 14 finushes and 31 appearances. A three-ume Big Ten Coach
of the Year, he wan national honors i 1979 and 1986 He has been inducted into the Galf
Couches of Amenica Hull of Fume and the Ohi State Athleties Hall of Fame. Brown splits
retirement time between Columbus and Flonda,

Rhonda Noble (Athlete - 1970s)

Rhonda Noble (St. Clairsville High School, Cluss of 197%). She was
one of the first three-sport female athletes in Ohio Valley aanals. She
was also one of the best.

Noble nat only starred in vollevball, basketball and softball for the
Lady Red Devils, but she was also just as impressive in the realm of
academucs, Noble's many talents helped cievate the Lady Red Devals
[0 LCUm SuCeess,

As u senior, she led St C's volleyball wam 1o the regional warna-
ment. 16 was a milestone achievement as it marked the first time an
Eastern Ohio team ever advanced o the Sweet 16. The Lady Red Devils were also crowned
QVAC champions thal season. Noble was voted the team's most valuable player that cum-
patgn. an honor she also landed as a sophomore. As dominating as she was 10 volleyball,
Noble may have been even more-so in baskethall. In feading St. C. to the OVAC champron-
shup her senior campaign. Nobie Tanded eveny conceivable honor. She was voted . alf-OVAC,
all-District. all-Valley and all-Ohio. She was named the team™s MVP and was chosen to play
it the OVAC Ajl-Star Game. In softball. she was a three-year letterwinner and was again
named MVP as a senior

Her St. C. career featured 10+ athlete letters und being voted the school’s female atkilete of
the vear for 1978-79, She was also a member of the Si. Clarrsville Natonal Honor Seciety,
She was inducted info the St Clarrsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008.

After receiving her St. C. diploma. Noble weat from one hilltop to another. She chose
West Liberty State College to continue her athletic and acidemic pursuit and she was a
rarc three-sport performer in college. She was an impact performer carly on for the Lady
Hilloppers” volleyball program. She was named all-WVIAC as a sophomore, junior and
senior. She helped lead WILSC to the confesence crown i F981. All-conference honors arxl
Noble became synonymous, She carned all-WVIAC plaudits in basketball as a senzor and
as i Junior und senior i sofibail. She was inducted into the West Liberty University Hall
of Fame in 2000, She returned as West Liberty's head volleyball coach from 1986-1995
During that wenure. she was twice (1987 & 1981} voted WVIAC Volleyball Coach of the
Yeur. Noble is the chairperson of West Liberty™s Department of Health & Human perfor-
mance in the College of Education.

Larry Marmie (Athlete - 1960s)

Larry Marmie (Barmcsville High School, Class of [49An All-Ohio
quarterback Tor the Shamrocks. he alse carned AlL-OVAC hasaees i fonthall
and All-Easiern Ohio honors in basketball and foothall s o serior, He alus
wis sclected All-Valley Small School™ first weam guarterback .

Playing for coach Bob (Smokey) Wion on a 7-2 record team as a scnior in
1959, Marmic was selected to the UPT All-Ohio Class AA team and played in
the 1960 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star game. The 1959 Shamrocks averaged
304 points a game with Murmic rushing for 626 yards and passing for 566
yards in a halanced artack

In 1960, he wulked on wt Ohio State University and wus o member of the
freshman team before transferrmg for his final three years at Eastern Kentueky Uneversity, A
four-yeur starter at quarterback, he was team captain and MVP as a senior and set scven school
records.

After five college assistant coaching jobs. he joined Anzona State as defensive coordinator in
1983 and became head coach for four years from 1988-91. Afier stops a1 Teanessee and UCLA.
he joined the professional coaching runks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Cardinais, He then
joaned the St ous Rams 12004-05) and Scanke Seahawks {2006-091. Last seuson was his 47th
year in coaching

He currentiy resides in California,

Peri Powell (Athiete - 19705)

Peri Powelf (Martins Ferry fligh School, Class of 1979, Ske detiaguished
herself as a superb college softball player. Uafomunately for Powell, her high
school did not field o prep softball wam

That didn’t stop her. however, from being an exceptional athlete for the
Purple Riders., letterng in threee sports

Powell still rates as one of the finest basketball plavers, male or female, mn
Martins Ferry history. She poured in | MM points in her prep carcer. [n the
process. the dynamite guard was accorded afl-Oluo honors as a jumior and
senior. She was also honored as QVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was
captain of the All-Vatley team that same year.

Powcll displuyed her versatility by letiering Four vears in volieybal | for the Ferrans while also
letering three years in track und ficid.

Softhal] cam to the forefront at the next level, as Powell curnied a full scholarship to the College
of Steubenville, As fate would have it. the cellege did away with the program after two years

Powcell remained undaunted. however. She simply took her vast softball skells to West Liberty
Swtc College. It wus @ move that paid guick. albeit. short dividends. Powel! carmed first-team all
WVIAC accolades in softhati for the Lady Hilltoppers. She opted. however. to lcave West Liberty

Ft was net the end of her collegiale exploils, as she decided 1o ply her trude at Wheeling Colicge
(v ottt University ). She setpted o brilltant two-year career with the Lady Cardimals,

She gained all-WVIAC honors both seasons and was named conference player of the year s a
sentor, She batted 437 that year. Powel] played an the NAEA navonal tournament in San Antonio.
Texas Powell was voled NAIA All-American, the first Lady Cardinal athlete to ever gam that dis
unciion. Wheeling College retired her sofibadl jersey in 1987,

Afier her playing days, Powel] distinguished herself m the coaching ranks, She sened as Wheehng
College head softhall coach for twe years, being named the WVIAC Coach of the Year, only to have
the college discontinue the progrum. Powell currently serves as assistant softbatl coach at Martins Fermv.
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Mark Emmerling (Aiete - 19805)

Mark Emeerling (East Liverpool High School, Cluss of 1989). Wrestling
and Emmerling are synonymous.

He 15 the unquestioned greatest grappler sthe Columbiana County-based
school has ever produced, Morcover, he is one of the most successful in
Ohio Vatley Athletic Conference annals

Emmeriing reached ranfied air in Janoary of 1989 That i when the
talented and griny Pottcr became only the second wrestier 10 win four
OVAC maw chumpionships, the other being legendary Hall of Famer Bobby
Duouglas, Emmerting estubhshed an East Liverpool scheol record, chalking
up L35 carcer wrestling victories. He also owns Potter school records for
muost high school tournament places (24). most pins (1001 and most dual-makch victories (921

His fourth OVAC Tournament title also brought him the coveted David Bicrkortte Award.
cenhicmatic as the tourney s MY P Emmerhng capterncd three secuonal clampionships, three
district crowss and 2 regional crown. His state ournament hopes were dashed by injuries as a
Aunior and senjor, His mat suceess was widely embraced by the East Liverpool community. He
received the Lou Vending Award as the school outstund itz wrestler while also being honored
by the cily’s mayor with “"Mark Emmeriing Day™ on Feb. 6. 1989,

s prep prowess led him o West Virginia University where he earned two et Jetters for
the Mountaincers,

He also performed well n cross country, earning four letters for the Potiers, and excelied in
the classroom, being inducted in the school™s Natonal Honor Society.
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Blaine Rose (athlete - 19805)

Blaive Rose (Stanton High School. Class of 1984) In its heyday
Stanton boasted some of the peemier athletes in the Ohin Valley. but
none were belter than Rose. He was a threesport standout, who pos
sessed decathlele-like wlents o track while also skilled eneugh te cam
2 Davision I [ootball scholaeship,

Rese could vimually do 1 all, whether on the gridiron, basketbal]
court or i the track arena, When the dust setded on his success-laden
prep carcer, Rose opted (o continue s athletic and academic career at
the Univensity af Maryiand. where he enjoyed a superb foothall career.

The 6 ft, 5. 210-pounder was Stanton’s only theee-sports all-Valley
liest-teaen sefection. He was also selected by The intelligencer as e [983-84 Ohio Valley
All-Sponts athlete of the year.

Ruse was a three-vear starter in football, starring s a tight end and defenaive end. He
was selected as captain of the all-Valley Small Schoed weam as a senior, a2 season in which
he culiected more than 100 wackles and caught 23 passes for four wouchdewns in a ground-
oricimed offense.

Ruose used his great size and athleticism o sparkle in basketbalk, finishing his carcer with
1052 poimts, He was accorded Girst-tearn all-OVAC and all-valley plasdits while being
natned third-team all-Ohio. He averaged 181, points and 149 rebounds that campaign as
Stanton finished with a sparkling 17-4 mark

Rese camied the rare distinction of bemg a three-vear all-Vatley track selection, He
excelled as o diseus thrower. poke vaehter, high jumper while fending his speed to Red
Rarders” relay temns. He wis a 13-Foot pole vaulter which was remarkable for his size while
alse ossing the discus 145 Teet, winning multiple OVAC titles in those events

Aller picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculated 10 Maryland, leliering four years
for the Terrapins. He was the backup tight end his (irst wwo vears before landing thwe stanting
spol as 4 jutiior, By the 1ime he was a senior. Rose had blassomed into a 6 ft. 5. 260 pounder
wiltich resutted him moving 1o a starting guard stot. The mave paid dividends as it camed him
entey 1nto the NFL. He was on the New England Panots” tax: squad in 1990 and the Miami
Daolphins™ taxi squad in 1991, Rose’s pro football dayvs ended in 1992 when he played lor the
Orlande Thunder of the World Faobull League

Ben Taylor (Athicte - 1990s)

Ben Taylor |Bellaire High School, Class of £997). There’s tough
and then there’s the way this Big Reds' all-Ohioan played throughouwt
his carcer.

It didn’t matter what side of the ball, Taylor was heavily invelved in
the success of the Big Reds” tootball program in the mid 1990s. During
Taylor™s career, in which he earned three Jettees, the Big Reds compiled
2 383 revond.

Two of those three losses came in the Ohio Division 1V Siate
Championship Game, During those scasons, Taylor saw time at line-
backer, safety and wide receiver for Coach John Magistre's squad, Taylor. who was a first
tearn alt-Ohtoan and a ~Mr. Football™ fnalists as a senior, finished his career with 348 tack
les and 12 interceptions on defense. He was alswe a mainstay in the passing game, catching
£30 passes for 1.679 yards and 12 fouchdowns in his career. He was also an oulstunding
punter, He alse owns the Bellaire single-season record for reeeptions in a season (70) and
career. His career tackle number ranks third ju Bellaire history and his 192 ackles in a
season ranks second. His recerving vardage is fourth, Tayler was chosen for the Ohio North-
South All-Star Game and was chosen as a team captain. He also ook pant in the QOVAC
All-Star Game and captained that syuad.

He landed o scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years. The Hokies were 39-9
during Taylor™s ¢areer in Blackshurg. En route to heing named a semifinalist for the Butkus
Awand. which goes 1o the nation’s premaer ecllegiate linebacker, Tavlor recorded 318 tackles
and seven carcer sacks, He was twice named all-American and all-Big East. After finishing
the regular seuson undeteated 1w 1999, Taylor and the Hokies iwho had Michacl Vick at
guarterback) played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS Natonal Championship against Florida
State. The Hokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game after the
2001 season. He was then drafied in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round
He spent four seasons at linebacker with the Browais and then signed with the Green Bay
Packers in 2006, but injuries ¢nded his professional playing carcer, Ali told, he recorded 218
career tackles in the NFL and bad one interception.

Along with Tavlor's foutball abilitics, he was a member of two OVAC Championship
baskethall teams coached by OVAC Hall of Famer Gere Ammiranie, The 1997 Big Reds”
hoop squad won the district titte. Taylor also played baseball cady in his prep career and
then ran Lrack as @ sprinter,

Taylor was inducted to the Beflaire High Schaol Hall of Fame in 2005,

Sylvia Crawley (Adhlcte - 19905)

Syfria Crawley (Stecbenville High School. Class of E990). Liilizing her 6
ft. < frame. there wasn't much shis Big Red product couldn’t do on a basket.
balk floor. Playing primantly at center, Crawley developed into one of the best
post plavers Stewbenville and the Ohio Valley has ever seen. A three.year
letterwmmner. Crawley enjoved her finest campingn as a sentor when she aver-
aged 17.9 points a game and led the Ohie Valley with 194 rebounds ardt an
astounding 7.3 blocked shots. Crawley, who also lettered in track and feld,
ended her prep career with Y78 points. 966 rebounds and 3538 blocked shots,

For her efforts. Crawley was (wice named to the all-OVAC Cluss AAA
firss team and she captained the Ohio-side all-Valley squad as a senior after
earning second 1eams honors as a junior.

While scoring, rebounding and blocking shots at will. the recruiting picked vp steam for Crawley,
who received offerx from North Cuarolina Stte, Indiana, Texns AdM. Minnesota and numerous
others, but she settded on the Universiey of North Curolina. For the Tur Heels, Crawley scored 1,158
points, grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shots, while staeting 101 career games, Her crowmng
achievement, however, came as a semor when she was named team caplain and helped kead UNC loa
33.2 recont and the NCAA National Championship. Crawley averaged 13.6 points and 5.2 rebournds
per game that season, Crawley was named ACC Detensive Player of the Year three times. She was
an adteriase for the U5, Olympic Team v 1996 aiwd played on the maional tsam for the 1999 U8
Pun-Am Games and in the World Lniverity Games. North Caroling reqired Crawley 's number i00)
and it's just one of ] jerseys 1o hang from the raflers in Carmichael Arena

Crawley s hoop career continued professionally. Ske plaved 12 seasons in 16 different countries
She played in the now defunct ABL for five years and then afier playing m Europe, she plaved three
seasons i the WNBA. Duning her time with the Portland Power i the ABL, Crawley won o oJlam
dunk contest with a blind-tolded dunk, After e playing career, Crawley got mio conching. She served
iy assistnt a6 UNC and Fordhaun before being hired as the head coach at Ohio Lniverity. She
held that post Tor two seasons and then accepted the Baston College job, resigning in March of 2012
citing health reasons

Bethany Piccolini (Athiete - 20005)

Bethany Piceolini {St. Claissville High School, Class of 2000 ). It didn’t matter
1he spon, this Lady Red Devils’ product shined. A mainstay in basketball and o
state champion in teack and field. it was in volleyball where Precolini neally Jeft
her mark on the Lady Red Beviis™ athletic program.

Piccolini was a four-yvear letwerwinner for the Lady Red Devils, caring the
team’s Most Valuable Player honor both as a junior and senior. Leading the
Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Piccolini was named first-lcam
all-Ohio as a senior. On 1op of the honer. Piccolini was numed the District 12
Player of the Year and was a first team all-OVAC selection, She also captained
the inaugural all-Timws Leader team as a senior. As a junior, Piccolini earmed
first-tearm District 12, all-OVAC first ieam and honormble mention all-Ohio.

Iler prowess in volleyball camed ber a scholarship 10 Eastern Michigan University where she was
a four-year letterwinner. She ranks 13th in EMU career rankings in both ills and atternpts and is
eighth in block assists. Her hitung percentage of 778 ranks third and she onece had 10 blocks in a
match. which is tied for [1th,

In track, Piccolini utilized her jumping ability as a high and fong jumper. She won the Divasion 1E
state title in both events, She was a long jumnp champion as a junior and finished second that season
in ihe high jump. Piceolin’s ali-time best high yump of 3 ft, 9 15 still the Division I, Region 7 mecord
as well as the best-ever in the Ohio Valley. As a semor. Piccolini brought hottwe the state gold iu the
high jump. clearing 3 fi. 7. ler mark of 18 fi. 172 in., which ranks third all-time in the Chio Valley,
was good enough for thid place. She also qualitied 1o the state meet in the 400 once and ran on
sprint relays for the Lady Red Devils that also qualified for the state rwet. Piccoling was alse a five-
time QVAC champion. She was chosen 1o take part in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champians,
placing second in 1he long jump. fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400,

On the hasketball court, Piccolini scored more than 1,000 points in her carcer and earned first-tean
all-Ohio a5 a senior when she scored 18 points a game, She was first-team all-OVAC as 2 semor and
she was also chosen for the OVAC All-Str Game. She was twice narued wam MVE,

While a1 EMU, Piccofini joined the Eagles’ tack team and finished fifth in the Mid-American
Conference Quedoor Championship Meet in the high jump, Piccolini graduated from Eastern
Michigan in 2006 with a degree in Sports Medicine-Exercise Science. She then earned a doctorme
of Physical Therapy from Wheeling Jesuis University in 2008,
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Jedidiah Stephen (Atklete - 20005) P
Jedidiah Stephen (Shenandoah High School, Class of 20602) There isn't a

spont you can name that this formmer Zep didn't shine in dunng his high school B~ N N

career. While carming all-Ohio in foothall and baskethalt, it was on the basehall E”‘ e %

diamond where Stephen experienced his greatest suceess. o
)

sl
Valley has ever seen. He bed the Zeps in hitting as a senior at 541, which still
slands as the school’s all-tme best. For his cancer, Stephen batted 475, He also =
had signaticant pop i his bat as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit 25 2 sendor, ~
which ranked sceond in Obie that season. -

Stephen mide an impact early in his baseball caneer, teading the Zeps i home
s i6) and average { A74Y as i freshinan. He was named 10 the all-Easern District eam thaee dines
arud eamed firsteteam all-Ohio as a senior. Adong with that, he was mamed all-OVAC and all-PVC
nmerous tmes during his cureer, As o senior. he wis nazed OVAC Cliss AAA Player of the Yiear andd
wirs chosen tor e Mizuno Af-Stir Team. He wis o four-time recipient of the “Golden Bat Award ™

Stephen signed a baseball scholurship with The Obio State Uoiversity and made an instant
impact, A four-vear leterman, he staned 195 games i thand bise and shoristop and batted 286 for
his career. He hadl £33 hits, 18 homwe runs, 95 RBIL scored 83 runs axl drew 40 walks, A mltiple-
time all-Acadeniic Big Ten selection. he wis named second teain all-conference as i seaior. He
had a1 brief stint as o professional. He wies drafted in the eighth round ot the Mujor League Baseball
Drufi by ik Bultimore Griales.

Before seuling strivtty on baseball, Stephen was o four-yeur lenermin in foothall, An ousianding
punter akd defensive hick. Stephen bad a brllimt senior season at quarterhack. eaming firs-aeam
all-Ohio, all-OVAC, all-PVC and an invitation 1o both the North-Seuth and OVAC AllLStar Gumes
He finished his prep career with 4,110 vands and 42 teuchdowns passing, He ran for 1992 vards
and 32 touchdowns. On the defensive side. he picked oft 19 passes,

On the basketbull ¢ourt, Stephen helped guide the Zeps to o 50-17 record during his career, He
filted it up for 25 points a game & a sentor and fingshed his career with 1 278 points, He sconad 549
of those during his nal campaign, including a single-game high of 55, Stephen was a finlteam
all-Ohivan o5 a senior amt camed Ohio Division 11 Stae Player of the Year honors o go along
with Fustem District Plaver of the Year, all-OVAC amdl all-PVC. He was also the Eastern Distnet
nominee for “Mr. Basketball™ and wok past in hoth the North-South and QVAC ALl St Games

A Tour=year starter for the Zeps. Stephen wis one of the Bnest biters the Ohio
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Bill Brubaker (0vAC Family)

Bill Brubaker (Mechanicsburg. Pa_ High Schoot. Class of 19743, Nt
only has Brubuker enjoyed an ultra-sucvessful 34-year stint as head swim-
ming coach at The Linsly School, he's been a driving force behind the con-
tinued growth of the spon throughout the Ohio Valley Athletc Conference,

He has spent his enling high schoel cooching cancer at Linsly and has
continued the school’s amazing OVAC doménance in the pool. Brubaker's
lest of confercace titles includes: combined titles (1981, "82, "83 and "84k
boys titles (1985, "86. "87, "85, &9, "90. "91, "92, "90, 2003, "04, *5, 09,
"10LTE 12,713, and girls tites (1990791, "93."94. 2009, "11.°12, 13}

He has coached four All-American swimmers - Bert Hazleu, Jenny
Loew, Theron Pappas and Kevin Rosepappa — and has coached a ol of 31 Academic All
Amencans. Brubaker serves as the meel director of the OVAC Swimming Championships and
the event was renamed the Bilf Brubaker Swimming Championships in 201 3.

For “Bru”, swimming is a 365-day a year sport. everything from regular season high school
mMEcts o sunimer mects o AAU competitions.

As an athlete, Brubaker was a four-vear letterman in swimming st Mechanicsburg High and
a four-year letterman at West Virginia University. He served as eam captain and won the John
Law Award as the cutstanding senior swimmer. After obtuning his Bachelor ot Science degree m
Education and Teaching from West Virginia Universify, he spent a vear s an assistant coach with
the Mountameers’ swim team and served one year as meet director of the Castern Intercollegiate
Swimming Championships. A teacher at Linsly since 1980, he serves as chair of the Social
Studies Department.

James Companion (OVAC Contributor)

James F. Companion, Jr. (The Linsly Schouol, Class of 199(0). He
established Scholastic Sports Marketing. LLC along with Bill thlenfeld
in 2004 (he has been the sole owner since 2011) to help high school
leagues Fuse money 1o enbanve the overall expericnee for high school
siudent-athletes by developing revenue streams while fostering aware-
ness of the athletic events. conferences and institutions,

Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC began its association with the
OVAC in the 2005-06 school year. overseemng marketing and promo-
lions for the conference. Companton has secured local. regional and
nationak sponsorships (among them the likes of MeDonald s, Huntinaton Bank and Subway
Restaurants] and not only acquires the sponsors. but makes sure that the bills are paid.

Thanks to SSM. more than $730,000 has been generated to help make the Conference run,
inctuding more than S218.000 rewm to the schools through the basketball plavolls over the
past seven year and more than $42.000 o provide certified trainers at every Conference-
run event. SSM has also served as the markeung arm for the West Virgimia “Super Six”
Stale Foutball Championships since 2008 and. along with WTOV-TV9. directs the "OVAC
Kickoft Night™ each vear, Prior to forming Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC. Companion
performed marketing and promotion duties at both Davidson College and the University
of South Carolina; served as an associate commissioner of the Big South Conference: and
served on national Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators (NACMA) Board.

Bob Roe (Coaches)

Bob Roe (Warwood High School, Class of 1925). He did it all in the
athlete realm: 3 wlented athlete; a muli-sport coach who suceeeded at both
the high school and college level: and even an official.

Ad the time he retired from high school ¢oaching i 1965 W take the
West Liberty State College job, Roe wis the winmngest football coach
OVAC history with a 182-122.31 record. He voached at Warwood High for
10 sears (1931401 and then at Wheeling High for 24 seasons {1941-641

He was the winping co-coach iwith lrwin Howelll of the first West
Virginiz-Ohiwo All-Star Football Game in 1940, beating Obio 13-7, He later
served as the All-Star Game Director (rom 1946-62

He also Jed the Wheeling boys” trck squad 1o three stringht OVAC ttles (1944-36) and 4
rare une~class W, Va, state championship in 1946 (his teams were runner-up in 1943 and "34)

AL West Liberty, he coached the Hilltoppers for mine seasons including an unbeaten season in
1970 and it the NATA playoffs i 1970 and 71 as West Virginia Confercnce champions. His
WL coaching record was 50-24-7. He was twice named WVC Coach of the Year,

Roe was s a basketball official for 20 vears. serving theee terms as president ol the Ghio
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials,

As anihlete. he was o team captiti of the Warwuood High footbadl team and a four-year varsity
pertormer at Bethany College.

Roe. who passed away in 1984, is a member of five other halls of fame — West Virginia State
Spurts, City of Wheeling. Lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, West Libenty Uneversity and Bethany
Cotlege. He was also the recaprent of the ONVAC Track Cal Giffin Award

Jim Potts (Coaches)

Jim Pous (Buckhannon-Upshur High School. Class of 19641, Potts began
teaching at Camierom in 1971 and he started the junior high wrestling program
there that year. He spent 31 years as head wrestling coach of the Dragons
{1974-2003) and Eater retumed as an assistant varsity coach for several vears
Potrs compiled an impressive 363-94-4 dual meet record. winning 87 rourna-
ment championships and finishing as runner-up on 36 ogeasions, [n OVAC
competition, Potis-ked mat squads amassed 15 OVAC Class A tournament
champronstups (1984, "91. 92, "93, 94, "95.796. "97, "98. "99, 2000. 01,
'02. 03 and "05): finishing as the wverall second or third place finisher 25
well. His reams also won 15 OVAC Dual Meet chamonships. Ports was
named QVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year @ 1otaf of 15 tmes. His 1996 wam won the fimt Bob
Sandler Sportsmanship Award.

In state competition. Canreron won four consecutive W.Va, Class AAVA chumpionships (1991
94} and finished as the ruaner-up three umes, He was named West Virginia Class AA/A Cooch
of the Year five times (1989, 91, 92,793 and "94..

He received the OVACs prestigious “Mr. Mat” award in 2008 lor bes dedication and service
the sport of wrestling and was inducted tnto the West Virginia Chapter of the National Wrestling
Hall of Fame in 2007.

He also served as head football coach at Cameron for 1L years, posting a 5353 overall recond
including one appearance in the W. Vi, Clins A state semihnals. He coached W, Va. wa 22-14
win over Ohie in the OVAC All-Siar Football Classic in 1989, Poits also spent time as the head
track and haseball coach,

Asan athlete, Potts competed in three sports (wresafing, football and baseball) a1 Buckhannon-
Lipshur where be was » member of the school’s 1963 state championship football team and then
plaved both football and baseball (a first team allconference selection) at Glenville $1ate College,
cannng his degree there in 1967,

Paul Rickards (Athlete - 19405)

Paut Rickards | Wheeling High School. Class of 1944}, He was a three
sport star who was fabeled by Hall of Fame couch Bob Roe as the best
toothil] player he ever coached. The 6-foot- 1, | 90-pounder played center
as a sophomare before becoming a running-passing quarterback-tailback
linebucker-punier for the Wildeats. He was the only two-time fiest twam,
one-class all-stater in 1942 and 1943 and was voted the top state passer
for two vears. As a senior., he completed 60 passes - a rare total at the
time - for nine Ts and rushed for FO scores, He also was the team's top
tackler. kick retumer and punter. He eamned nickname of “Pitchung Paul™
hecause of passing 1 era or mostly running.

In basketball. he was a three-vear regular and helped the Wildeats win the state one-class
tle ax a uior when Wheelimg capped 26-1 record by winning its finad 21 games. He was
first team Al-OVAC on the first-ever selections and first team one-class all-state as a senior
and second team as a junior

tn irack. he won 4 rare “double™ 1n the one-class state mect. capunng the fong jump and
shot put tor the state runner-up team. He aise helped Wheehing win the first of three struight
one-class OVAC crowns,

Recruited for foothall by Pt he was a four-year letterman who led the NCAA i passig
vards as @ freshman with a school-record 897 yards

He also plaved one year m the NFL wazh the Los Angefes Rams, He passed away m 1999,

Jack Prettyman (Officials)

Jack Prettyman (Moundsville High Scheol, Class of 1958), One of the
hest-known officials in the Ohio Valley, he retired in 2007 after working
43 vears as & member of the Chio Valley Board of Approved Foatball
Officials, spending two years as president. two years a vice-president and
10 years on the Executive Board: and 20 vears as a member of the Ohio
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. serving as president and
vice~president

He worked WVSSAC playofl zames for 30 years, including the finals
eight times, as well as the West Virginia North-South All-Star Game; and
spent 20 vears working OHSAA playoff games plus the Ohio North-South
All-Star Game

Prettyman officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Foolball Classic five times
and was the Honorary Referee at the game in 2008,

He officiated West Virginia Conference games for 30 years in baskelball and 27 in foothall,
including 20 years at the finals in basketball and eight years of playofts in football: and he
also worked games in the Eastern 8 and Atlantic 10 conferences for 25 years, including 10
vears of playoff action,

Prettvman officiated thee yvears 1 the professional Indoor Football League. working the
championship game i 2002,

A resident of Glen Dale, he received the Robert Dawson OVAC Basketball Officials Award
in 2002: a Special Achievement Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley
in 2008 and several service awards from variows officiatng organizavons,

Mike Ingram (Auhlete - 1950s)

Mike Ingram (Bellaire High School, Class of 19571, Nicknamed “The
Tank™ because of his physical play as a 3-foor-%. 220-pound fullback-
linehacker. he was a three-sport Big Reds’ stalwart in football, basketball
and teack, He led Bellaire o football records of 7-3,9-0-1, 7-3 and 5-5.

He was a twostime All-Easiern Ohio chowe whoe was Al-OVAC Class
AA first team. All-Valley second team. and AP All-Chio second eam as
a junior.

Recrusted by Ohio State coach Wondy Hayes. he was converted to an
offensive guard-linebacker and became a three-year Buckeve starter and
1961 team co-captamn for the R-0-1 record Big Ten Conference champions
which were ranked No. 2 i both wire service polls. The 8-2 record 1960 ieam was ranked
No_ 8.

He earned first team All-Big Ten as a senior and plaved in the East-West Shrine game and
Hula Bow! game. He was drufied by the NFI Washington Redskins and AFL Boston Patniots.
but didn't play pro ball. He passed away in 1981,
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Jim Kerr (athiete - 19505)

Jim Kerr (St Clairsville High School. Class of 1957 Afier playing
quarterback as a junior, the first-year 6-foot. 180-pound running back
fed the Red Devils to o 7-0-2 record while Ieading the Ohio Valley in
scoring with a school-record 150 points in nine games. He rushed for
1.298 vards (8.3 vards per carry) and [anded six pass receptions tor
R1 yards.,

As a defensive back, he had seven pass interceptions and the speed-
ster also returned kicks (7 kickolfs for 323 vards and five punts tor
133 yards). He earned All-Crhio, All-Vailkey, AI-OVAC and All-Eastern
Ghio football honers and he alse competed in track.

The mutti-threat back ¢arned a schularship to Penn State where he was a threg-year regu-
tar runming back-defensive back and kick returner on teams with records of 7-3. 9-2 and
6-3-1. As a senier. he was the Nittany Lions” tog rusher, pass recerver. kickolt returner and
scorer, He scored three wuchdowns agzainst Army. in his last iwo seasons. Penn State won
the first two Liberty Bowls uver Alabuma and Oregon,

He was drafted by the Washington Redskins and was a regudar safety in his only two
seasons. As & rookie, he ked the Redsking m _pass intereeptions ¢7) and Kickotf returns ( 14
for 385 yards) before being slowed by a leg infury. He is deceased.

Alan Jack (Athlete - 19605)

Alan Jack (Wintersville High School. Class of 1966), He was a three-
year starter s 3 6-foot, 205-pound fullback-linebacker on teams coached
by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob Ketthewell that went 9-1.8-1- [ and 9-1 with
oniv one loss to Ohio Valley foes, The last two teams also won Big Eight
Lcdbm titlex. He was a bluckmL fuflback but. as a senior, he alse rushed

115 times for 583 vards and scored 60 points.,

His senior honors included AIILOVAC Class AAA. All-Valley Big
Schuol. All-Eastern Ohio and All-Big Eight,

He camed a scholarship to Ohio State and, after playing on the fresh-
man team, he became a three-vear starter as & $-foot. 220-pound often-
sive guard on teams with records of 6-3. 10-0 and 8- 1. The unbeaten 1968 Big Ten Conference
champten team defeated an O, Simpson-led Southern California team, 27-16 in the Roswe
Bowl and was crowned Nationai Champion with a No.1 ranking in both national polls.

Tack was selected co-captain of the Buckeyes' 8- record [969 team which was co-Big Ten
Conferenee champion,

He also played i the 1970 Hula Bow] game,

James ‘Junior’ Moore (Athlete - 1960s)

Jeones “Junior” Moore (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). He
wis 2 three-sport Wildeat all-star in football. baskeiball and baseball
who ¢amed 4 football scholarship to Witke Forest

In foathall, the S-foot-10. E70-pound running back-defensive backs
keck returner was the OV's wop Class AAA rusher with 1,142 vards an
189 carmes with nine TS plus 14 pass receptions for (81 vards and
a score. He was first team All-Valley, All-OVAC, All-Mountaineer
League and Al-Cry Offense and Defense while earnmy second team
Class AAA All-State while placing sixth in voting for the Kennedy
Award. He was second team All-Valley as a junior,

A two-year basketball letierman on tog Wildeat leams. the kefi-handed point guard led the
1968 team in scoring (20 ppg). steals and assists as Wildeats went 19-1 in regular season
to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked No. 2 in the final siate regular season
poll, He earned first eam Class AAA All-State. AN-OVAC, All-Valley. AI-City and All-
Mountaineer League. As a jumor, he was sixth man on a Wildeat team which advanced o
the state Class AAA sermfinals.

In baseball. he camed three letters as a first baseman-piicher and started on the swate one-
class championship team as a junior, He camed second eam one-class Afl-State Iwice and,
as a sentor, was first team All-Valley while leading the Wildeats i hiting (.446),

At Wake Forest, he led the freshman weam in rushing belore carning three varsity feters
and helping the Deacons, as a sophomore, win their first-ever Atlantic Coast Conference
tithe. He was & running buck, wide recerver, defensive back and kickofi-punt rewurner. He
averaged over 20 yards per kickeff returns for his career and had an 89-yard TD return vs,
Virawia Tech as a juntor.

Rick Coles (Athicte - 19705)

Rick Coles «Wheeling High. Class of 1971), He was a star for the Wild-
cals in both fuotball and basketball. carning a scholarship to West Virginia
University in the latler,

The &-3. 170-pound guard enjoved a record-setting hoop career, He aver-
aged 33.7 in the reguiar season as a senior, leading the Wildcats to a 21-3
record and OVAC championship honors. That sgquad also went on 10 win
seetional and repionzl titles en roule (o a state wusney berth,

He tied the school’s single-ganwe scoring record. held by legendary Bv-
eretl Brinkman, with 54 points in a 147-88 conquest of Oak Glen. He also
averaged an amuzing 22 rebounds per game m hl\ linal campaign.

For Ius career. Coles neted 1.389 poinks. ]I..l\l 2 shy of Wheeling High’s school standard,

He was a two-time all-Valley ~Big School”, all-OVAC and AW V. first team honoree
Coles was selected as state player of the vear by the Murgantown Touchdown Club followeng
his senior campaign,

Coles also starred on the gridiron. lettering three years while performing at quarterback.
wide receiver and defensive back, As i senior. he ranked second in OVAC Class AAA pass-
ing yards with more than L.i00 yards

Coles also used his versanlity and athleticism on the Wildems track team. competing in
relays und as o bigh jumper,

AtWVU, Coles was the second-leading scorer as the Mountaingers” freshman squad via his
l4-point averapge. He camed i leteer as s sophomore. plaving i 22 games. Axs fate would have
it. however, Coles suffered a broken e in the pre-season of his junior year which limited his
play over the next two vears.

Basketball coaching reon Sam Andy called Coles one of the two best plavers he over
coached, the other being Hall of Famer Anthony Reed.

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - 1970s)

Gordon "Charley” Gordon (John Marshall High School, Class of
1977). He was nothing short of oulstanding for the Monarchs in three
sports — track. wrestling and football.

As a weightman an track For the powerful JM thinelads. Gordon estab-
lished the all-timz Qhio Valley discus mark an the strength of his 166-G
1088 U5 4 semor. i season 1 which he won the OVAC Class 3+A and West
Virginia state discus championships. He was second in the state shot put
event with a heave of 52-4. As a junior. he was OVAC and stme discus
runner-up 0 OVAC Hall of Famer John Leon of Brooke.

He grappled for OVAC Hall of Fame Coach Bill Hinegardner and seripted a sentor season
1o remember, Gorden went undeteated, beading the Monarchs to the overall OVAC crown,
He went on to cap his mat career with the W, Va, Class AAA heavyweight title.

Gordon was also a standout on the football field. sturting three years as an offensive line.
man and linchacker. He received all-Mountaineer League and all-OVAC Jaurels as senior,
although the Monarchs won just one game.

The 6-2, 2535-pounder received an offer o walk on to the WYL foothall program. The
move paid off as Gordon earned a full scholarship while starting two seasons on the offene
sive line and lestering three times,

His senior seasvn of 1980 marked the inawgural campaign for Coach Don Nehlen and new
Mountameer Field. He was elected as a co-captain that scison.,

Mike Smith (Athlete - 1980s)

Mike Sonith {(Buckeye Traul High School, Class of 1983). He enjoved
both personal and wam suceess as the {inst four-year basketball leterman
for the Warriors,

Individually. Smith finished a stellar hoops career with 1,188 poinis,
which ranks 23rd all-time in the OHSAA record book.

He scored 23 points in his Hirst varsity game as a freshman, finishing
with 254 points that season. He then displayed remarkable consistency.
scoring 625 as a sophomore: 643 as a junior and 666 as a senior for a
four-ycar average of 22.8 poinis per pame,

Smith was selected to the all-Ohio Class A first feam three omes,
including berg named the “Player of the Year™ in (983, He was also a three-time fizst 1cam
all-Eastern District and all-District 12 selection. named “Player of the Year™ on both teams
as a senior; and was a fiest 2eam all-OVAC Class 2-A honoree, He played in the OVAC All-
Star Basketball Classie and the Ohio North-South All-Star Game Tollowing bis sémior sea-
son, In addition 1o ranking as Trail™s all-ume leading seorer. he 15 also the leading rebounder
with 643 and is hird all-time in lree throw percentage al 83.9 percent,

During Smith's career. Trail posted a sparkling record of 88-8 under the guidance of Coach
Terry Leggett, The Smith-led Warriors won three seetional titles, three district crowns and
one regional championship. making 2 state tournament appearance in 1983 with Smith scor-
ing 33 points in that game. Trul iwlso captured two OVAC crowns,

Smrth continued W showease his baskethall talents at Rio Grande College. sraduating in
1987 with a degree in business. A four-vear letterman, he ranks ninth all-ime on the Rio
Grande scormg Tist with 1741 pornts,

He was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2010.

Stan Boroski (Athicte - 1980s)

Stan Boroski (Buckeye South High School. Class of 1981). He may be
best known for his baseball career. but Boroski was a remendous three-
sport standout at Buckeye South. He earned all-Ohio honors m foutball,
haskewball and basebali for the Rebels.

Boroski quarierbacked South into the football pust-season as a senior,
becoming the first Ohio Valley school 10 play in the OHSAA grid play-
offs. He. unfortunately. missed that game due 10 an injury incurred in the
Buckeye North comest.

As a junior, he was a hard-running tailback. He rushed tor more than
1.200 vards and 13 TDs that season. He also booted four field goals,
amassing L6 total points.

In hoops, Boroski finished as Buckeye South’s fifth all-time leading scorer.

As a senior. the Rebels got o1 10 o 1-4 start while Boroski still nursed his footsall injury.
Upon hes return., South reeled off 16 straight wins, He averaged 16 points a game m his sentor
season. atter posting an [8-point average as a junior. The ¢-2 forward was & three-year letter-
man for legendary coach Henry Laszasz,

in baseball, Boroski starred on the mound and at the plats for South

He batted 400 as a senior and nearly the sume as a punior. He tossed a no-htter as a semor
Boroski led the Rebels to a pair of OVAC championships and two districts berths,

The talented rght-hander alse wis i standout in Legion baseball, performing fur Maynard.
in his final season for Post 666, be batted 327 whale going 6-2 on the hill.

The Rayland native, who atended Ohio University eaming a biology degree, played 1wo
scasons in the Milwaukee Brewers™ orgenization. He ended his professivnal plaving davs as a
pitcher in the Kansas City Royals orgunization. His minor league career spawned 2 long and
successful coaching career in professional baseball. Boroski spent 18 veurs coaching with the
Houston Astros organization before being named bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rayvs on
Dece. 17, 2009, He still holds that post oday. overseemyg one of the premier stalls in Major
League Baseball.
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Chad Brinker (Atnhtete - 19905)

Chad Brinker {Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 998), This
Purple Rider legend shined in thiee sports during his four-vear prep
career. but at was i football where he really left a lasting mark.

After lewering as 2 freshman. Brinker got his chance to be the Pumple
Riders” main tailback midway through his sophomore season and
clearly made the most of his opportunity. Brinker fimshed bes prep
career with 3 984 vards, which ranks second all-ume at Ferry. and 51
touchdowns. The majority of his career yards came as a senior when
he racked up 2024 yards. After both his junior and senior seasons.,
Brinker was named first-leam all-Eastern District and first-team all-Ohio. As a senior, he
wits the distnet’s offensive player of the vear and also the disarict’s norminee for Ohie's
coveted Mr. Football Award. He was also named a USA Today Aill-American, Along with
his state honors. Brinker was twice named first-team ail-OVAC and all-Valley, serving as a
co-captain both 1n 1996 and 1997. Brinker took part in the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Churity Football Classic. but ufter rushing for 160 vards in the first half. he was injured and
didn*t play in the second half,

His suceess wasn't limited to the high school ranks. Brinker signed with Ohio Uneversity
and carsed four letters for the Bobeats, He wax twice named all-MAC and was chosen o
play in the 2002 Hula Bowl All-Star Game in Hawan. Brinker firushed s career with the
Bobcars wiath 2826 vards and 27 rushing touchdowns, which rmnk fifth and fourth on the
Q.. career lisung. respectively, Of his yards, he ran for 1099 as a senior, He put forth 10,
100-vard rushing games during his career. Brinker put forth those numbers despite misseng.
four games as a Jumor because of an inury, Though he went undrafied. Brnker signed with
the New York Jets i 2003 and played an the preseason betore being released on the final cut.
He scored two touchdowns that pre-scason He played in NFL Lurope m 2004,

Along with his football explouts, Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and field. He finished
seventh in the Division [[ 10K-meter dash as a semor, running 11.27. He also letiered in
baskethall and haseball. He eamed all-OVAC in hoops.,

Since graduating frem Ohio University with a degree in exercise science, Brinker served as
a rudio color analyst Tor Bobcats™ football games. served as an assistant coach at Westerville
Central and since 2010 has worked an the player personnel department with the Green Bay
Packers. He received a Super Bowl ring after the Packers defeated the Steclers in 2010,

|

Eddie Drummond (Athiete - 1990s)

Eddie Drummond (The Linsly School. Class of 1998), Speed was
the name of the game for this former Cacdet. Nittany Lion and NFL Pro
Bowler. Drummond was one of the fastest athleies to ever panticipate in
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference.

While he excelled in wrack and field. it was in football where
Drummond sruly left his mark with the Cadets. leading them 1o a 29-11
mark during his four years in the Orange & Black, Drummond ran for
3918 yards and 55 touchdowns during his career. He finished with 70
TDs total and scored M4 pomts. He also closed hes career with 5.729
all-purpose vards th 40 games. During his junior season. in which Linsly
finished 10-0. Drummeond ran for [.383 yards. which was his career high. The 168 points
he scored that season ranked fifth in the state of West Virgmia. Drummond was named Ohio
Valley Player of the Year following that season. He was three times named all-OVAC and
twice named to the first-team all-stale unil in West Virginia. As @ juntor, he wis named o
a defensive back and as a running back as i semor, He was the runner-up for the Keanedy
Award. which goes to the Mountain State’s top prep plaver, He was alse named fisst-team
all-Valley three tmes.

Drummond chose to play for Joo Paterno and Pean State over offers from the likes of Notre
Dame, Michigan and Floridz State, He was 1 wide receiver, primarily for the Nittany Lions.
He made 71 receptions for 1.132 vards and five 1wouchdowns. He also ran for 272 yards and
4 score.

After not heing selecled in the draft, Drummond signed with the Detroit Lions and made the
leam as a kick retuner. He averaged 26 vards a kickoff return, ranked third in the NFC and
fiftk in the NFL. He had a punt return for a touchdown, He was selected o the Pro Bow] and
named afl-Pro in 2004, All told. be played five seasons in the NFL (four with Detroit and one
with Kansas City). He spent the 2008 season on the Steelers’ practice squad.

Other than football at Linsly, Drummond was one of the top arack sprinters in the Ohio
Valley. He lost only one race 1o an Ohio Valley athleie and thar was as a freshman. He had a
PR of 10.37 s the 100, which he ron during a sumner meet afier his senior season. Heran 21.7
in the 200 and 48.9 in the 400, He was a four-time all-Valley selection,

David Bertolino (Awicte - 20005)

David Bertolino (Buckeve Local High School. Class of 2003). This
Panther product was a unc-sport athlete. but was one of the best wres-
tlers w ever grace the mats in the Ohio Valley,

Bertolino was a four-year regular at Buckeye. but really blossomed
a5 a junior and senior. He won the individual championship at the
OVAC Tournament in both seasons.

He was a stawe qualifier as a junior and came back as 2 man on a
mission the following season. During his senjor season, Bertolino put
furth 2n unblemished 44-0 record and won the 100-pound Division 11
state championship in the process.

Bertolino {inished his prep carcer with a strong 154-22 record and was named the 2003
Lastern District Wrestler of the Year. Berwlino didn't hang up the prep singlet immedi-
ately afier receiving his OHSAA gold medak. He went to the Kational High School Senior
Coaches Association Championship Towrnament and placed third, eaming all-American
honaors at 160 pounds.

Prior to his senior scason. Bertoling was the gold medalist at the National Open Wresiling
Championship and then won the gold at the AAL Junior Olympics.

He wrestled for four vears at [owa State University, three of those seasons were spent
under Bridgeport High graduate and OVAC Hall of Famer Babby Douvglas.

During his senior season. Bertolino carned NCAA All-American by virwe of finishing in
the top eight at 197 puunds in his ondy trip to the national tournament.

All told. Bertolino finished his collegiate career with a 68-41 record,

Following his collegiate career, Bertolino atiempied to qualify w the United States
Olympic Team for the 2012 games in Londen, He spent more than a vear at the United
States Olvrupic Training Center in Colordo trekining.

Karrie Hutchins (athlete - 20005)

Karri¢e Hutchins (Wheeling Park High School. Class of 2001). This
former Pattiot helped officially put Wheeling Park soccer on the map
locally and around the state of West Virginia during her splendid prep
career,

Hutchins was a defensive standoul and unquestioned leader of the
Lady Patriots, which resulted in her twice being named the West Virginia
Gatorade Player of the Year (2006 and 2001).

With Hutchins playing a key role. the Patriots claimed three straight
West Virgiia Class AAA state titles and four straight big-school OVAC
crowns.

Along with those honors. she was a three-time first-team all-state selection and four-time
all-OVAC pick. She was named OVAC Player of the Year as a junior and senior.

Hutchins was inducted (o the Wheeling Park High School Hall of Fame in 2007,

Adfter her prep career. Hutchins played at West Virginia University where she became the
first Mountain State native o stare for the Mountaineers” women’s program.

Hutchins started 45 of 49 career matches as a defensive player and during her career, the
Mountaineers posted 30 shutouls,

During the 2003 season. with Hutchis playing a key role. the Mountaineers advanced
to the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament. The season prior. WV LU was the Big East Mid-
Atlantic chamgion.

She was named a team captain for the 20035 season, but her career came te an end due te
injury in the seeond match of that season.

Hutchins was also a standout m the classroom at Park and WV U. She was presented the
Red Brown Cup in 2006, which goes to WV L™ most outstanding alk-around siedent-athlete
i tertns of athletic. academic and civic achievement, She also eamed CoSIDA Academic
All-District lcam in 2005 as well as the WYU Foundauon Ouistinding Senior and was a
four-ume Big East acadermic all-star,

Hutchins graduated with o degree in business admimstration and completed a Master of
Professional Accountancy at WVUL.

T

Dan Stephens (Athiete - 20005)

Dan Stephens (The Linsly School, Class of 2000). It didn’t matter the
season. field or sport. this Caders” produet played and played welk,

The only Linsly athlete 10 stant for four years in football, basketball
and basebull, Stephens shined exceptionally bright on the football and
baschall fickls.

Stephens was a four-year letterman for Terry Depew's football team.
amassing a school record 292 1ackles. playing primarily alung the defen-
sive line, He had a senor season in which he registered 76 tackles and
five sacks. On the offensive side of the ball. Stephens ran for 832 yands
and 12 touchdowns, He was a first-team all-state selection in Class A and was a multipie-time
A1-OVAC and all-Valley honoree on the gridiron.

On the baseball field, Jong-time Linsly head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens the “finest
hitter™ he'd ever coached. Stephens led the Ohig Valley in hitting as a senior at 337 and con-
necied on eight home run and drove in a school-record 335 runs, He struck out just four tmes
that season. Stephens sitll holds the Linsly career record for home runs and RBI. His ¢fforts
were recognized by his selection o the all-OVAC wam muliiple times and the all-Valley team
multiple times.,

On the basketball court, Stephens played on the interior. He sull holds the Linsly record for
rebounds and charges taken in his career. He was recognized on the all-Valley eam for boops

Stephens ook part in the OVAC Alk-Star games for adl three spons and was the winger uf

—ihe Zimmerman Award which goes to Linsly s best mabe athlete. -

After receiving more than 23 collegiae scholarship offers combined between football and
baseball, Stephens elected to attend the University of Pittsburgh to play football, For the
Panthers. Stephens was a four-vear letterman and started 41 games along the defensive line
The Panthers took part in five straight bowl games durimg his time in the Sieel City. including
the Fiesta Bowl, Stephens received the Fiesta Bowl Art Bodine MVP Award.

Alk told. Stephens was an all-Big East player and twice named an Academic All-American.
He was listed on the All Big East Academic Team four times. Stephens also received the David
Sandberg Awand. which goes to the Pitt athlete with the best overall academic and athletic
achievements, He received the Demale Stanfey Award. which goes 1o 2 Piu tootball player
who has overcome the most adversity. Finally, Stephens reecived the Blue/Gold Award. All
of the winners have their names on the *Vasity Walk™ on campus. It's the Pitt version of the
Hull of Fanse.

Stephens was signed by the Buffalo Bills and was in early camp with the organization in
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Denny Magruder (OVAC Contributor)

Deanis “Derny” Magruder (Wheeling Central Cathelic High
School. Class of 1967).

If there were a “best friends™ list for the OVAC, his name would
certainly be near the top,

Magruder has ccermainly opened his arms and given the nation’s
largest functionat high school athletic conference a place to call
“home”. primurily i his role as Fxecurtve Dircewr of WesBanco
Arena in downlown Wheeling.

WesBuneo Arena has been home 10 the OVAC Muscum imeluding
the Hall of Fame display since 2009, with Magruder gencrously ailowing the conference
free reign of the outer concourse of the facility 1o showease s nich history while also
serving on the OVAC Muscun Commiteee,

The arena is host to the OVAC Hall of Fame Banguet, OVAC Banguet of Champions,
OVAC Ron Mauwck Wrestling Championships. OVAC Cheenng Chamguonships and
OVAC Medi Night. and at one time it hosted the OVAC Samue! A, Mumley All-Star
Basketball Classic

In addinien to its OVAC affiliacen. WesBanco alvo serves as the home of the Wheeling
Mailers of the East Coast Hockey League and was the home of the Ohio Valley
Greyhounds of the [ndoor Football League for several years. Countless high school and
college basketball gamies have also taken place there,

Magruder was the recipient of the first Distinguished Service Award presented by the
OVAC Hull of Fume Committee in 2010, and the award was named in his honor thus all
future recipients recgived the Deany Magruder Distinguished Service Award,

He is a gradeate of West Liberty Stte College with degree in accounting/busincss
wiministration and a member of the first graduating class (1988) of the Public Assembly
Facility Manugemem School s Oglebay Reson and Conference Center: has served as a
faculty member andfor as regent of the school cver sinee. [n addition to his position at
WesBanco, which he has hell singe 1986, he also oversees the historie Capitol Music
Hull: serves on the City of Wheehng Hall of Fame Board and as Exceutive Diccetor of the
Greater Wheeling Spons and Entertainment Authority. Magruder has also served as rate
analyst, budger director and Urban Renewal Treasurer of the City of Wheeling: Business
MunageriComptroller of the Marshall County Schools and as Treasarer of the Exceutive
Board of the Wheeling Convention and Visiters Center,

He received the 2005 Spirit & Leadership Award and was sckected to the City of
Wheeling Tlall of Fame i 2011,

Linda Myers (OVAC Family)

Lirda Mvers (Warwood High School, Cliss of 1967). s been 35 years
sinee she joined the “family™. but there's been pienty of behind the scenes
contributions made to the OVAC by this tireless, friendly face of the con-
ference,

Myers has been the OVAC Rudy Mumley ANl-Str Foothall Guame
Progrum Coordinator since [994, organizing, billing and collecting ads and
assisting in production of the massive program which gencrates thousands
of dollars vach year.

She served as ligison between the OVAC and what was then the Stone
& Thomas Queen of Queens Pageant starting in 1987, taking over as the
cvent coordinator in 1994 ard continuitg m that rofe for the conflerenee wnkil 2006, During thal
time. she revamped the event 1o include the awarding of thousinds of dollurs in scholurships to
the participants.

Myers also has worked with the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament in various capaci-
tics sinee 1980; assisted with the OVAC Banguct of Champions for the past 20 years and the
OVAC Hull of Fame Banguet for 12 vears: and has served on the OVAC Muscum Comnittee
sittee its inception in 2009,

Myers has also assisted with the VIP hospitality for the West Vizginia “Super Six™ Football
Championships in Whecling tor the pust 2) years.,

Myers” list of awards includes being honored on the covered of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game program in 2009: receiving the James “Deadeve”™ Morris Award for support
of OVAC wrestling nt 2002, and the Howard V. Corcoran Sr.. Memoriad Award

A resident of Wheeling whoe camed o B3, degree from Waest Liberty State College n 1980 and
a Master's degree from Woest Virginia University in 1983, she was employed by the Ohiwo Coury
Schouls '3[(;{”1‘-) weaurs, teaching at Tridelphia Middic School wd Warwosd School untif her meting-
mem in 2008,

George Kellas II (Media)

George M. Kellas IT (Triadelphin High Scheol. Class of 1973, A some-
tmes controversial but always passionate broadeaster, Ketlas simply loved
the Ohio Valley sports scene, especially high school athletics. and could be
found front-and-ceater as arca teams made their way along the footbail or
baskethall tournament trail for nearly 30 vears,

After getting hix fect wet on the radio as far back as 1977 and graduat-
ing from West Liberty State College in 1980, Kellas spent 12 vears al
WTRF-TV7 m Wheeling {1984-941 and then eyt years at WTOV-TVY in
Steubenville. both as a sports anchor and commentator,

Later in his ¢arcer, he ¢o-founded radio station WKKX-AM 1600 and
hosted The George Kellax Radio Talk Show from the stanon’s wneeption in 2004 unul he died of
cancer i 2009 at the age of 33

Kellay was a staunch supporter of the Pittsburgh professional sports teams, particalarly the
Steclers and the Pirates, n 1997, he began wnting the Black and Gold Newsleuier. a monthly
Q]ul]':lliculiun dedicated to coverage of the Steclers which was avarlable throughout the Ohio

alley.

Among his passions was greyhound racing mt Wheeling Downs (now Wheeling Island
Racetrack). In 1985, he won the O.P. Smith award for u story on My Tipper. the winner of the
1984 Commissioners Cup at Wheeling Downs, and a stakes rave at the track wis named in his
honor after his passing: The George Kellus Memorial.

He was the founder, co-owner and general manager of the valley s fine professional indoor foothall

s, the Steel Valley Smash, in 1999 The teass Later heeame the Ohio Vidley Greyhounds and captuied
the National Indoor Foowball League championship in 2002 und 2003,

David ‘Ty’ Fleming (Coach)

Pavid Ty Fleming (Shadyside High School. Class of 1963). An
nnovatve foothall cosch who ranks among the winningest in QVAC
history, he finished 23 yeurs s & head couch with a 165-92 record.

He began his coaching career as i footbail and basketball assistant at
Newton Falls in 1971-72, and retusned (o the Ohio Vatley o an assistant
at Bellaire from 1972-74. He then served as head boys” basketball coach
at St. John Central from [974-79, couching the Fighting Irish football
testm for one xcason (1978) 1o 7-3 record. From there, he moved on to
Woolridge High near Akron as the head buys” husketball coach: for onc
year before finally coming back to his alima mater.

Puring his {imst tour of duty at Shadyside (1980-91), he coached two QOVAC champion-
ship syuads (1982 and 1989 and two OHSAA playoll squads (1989 and 1991), with bis '8y
tcam reswhing the state semifinal game before losing o eventual state runner-up MeDonald.

I s seeond go-round (1999-2008), his teans went 8924 and made eight more playoff
appearances, claiming two mgional titles (2000 apd 2006) and reaching the Division V1
Stawe Championship Game where they fost to Mana Stem Marton Local (17-0). The Tigers
had five ance-beaten seasons and won three more OVAC crowns (2002, 2003 and 2007),

Al ohd, he couched Shadyside for 22 years. comgling it career recond of 138-89 there which
rnks firt 1n school history.

Druring his ime in Tigertown. be also coached track and girls” busketball and served as the
school's athletic director for 10 vears, Tis 1982 track squad captored an OVAC title and the
83 1cam was Class A District champions.

Fleming was a three-time Ohio Yalley "Coach of the Year™ and the 2000 reeipient of the
Carl Humill Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Olmo Valley, He was inducted
inte the OGhio Valley Football Coaches Assoctation Hall of Fame carhier in 2015,

A stellar athlete w1 Shadyside whose brother Don is also in the OVAC Hall of Fank. he
won 12 letiers in tour sports (football. busketball, baseball and vack) in high school and
went on to curn three lesters in basketball at Kent State University, gradusting theee in 1969,

Adter reniong as a keacher/cogch. e Bax worked as a color analyst for WTOV-TVY and
WKKX Radio on high school football broadeasts,

Rod Johnson (Coach)

Rod Joknsen (Gahanna Lincoln High School. Class of 1963). He was a
pioncer locally in the spart of high school volleyball. serving as a heid conch
for a total of 21 years, including 14 yeurs where he built the Buckeye Trail High
program into a respected state power and then closing oat his carcer with a
seven-yeur run where he injected lie o a dormant Cambridge High program,
Johnson's combined recond was an impressive #00- 108 combined record, which
ranks 26th on the ali-lime Ohio High Schoul Athletic Association’s victory list,

Durintg his [4 vears as Trul s voilevball coach, the team amassed an incredible
29447 record, winning at least 22 games in cach of the fast [1 seasons. During
his tenure, the Lady Warriors won four OVAC utles. cight district crowns and
three regionad championships: The 1983 squad advanced (o the QOHSAA Class AA state semifinuls,
Tinishingr witly s 26-2 overall reeord and then Foue vears e m 1989 Johmon and the Lady Warrions
reached the pinnacle by wining the Cliss AA state championship and posting a spotless 7.0 record.
Trail nearly went back-to-back under Johnson's peikance. fnishing as the Division TIE st nenner-
up in 19X with a 27-3 mark.

At enc point (1985-87}, Johnson-couched Tril teams put together the state™s fourth-longest regular
scasan winning streak of 48 games

He was numed Okio High Schuod Volievball Coaches Associition Class AA "Cuoach of the Year™
tn 1989 and he won the (VAC "Coach of the Year™ award in 1986, He wax also indueted into the
Buckeye Trail/BEasi Guemnsey Athletic Flull of Fame in 1999 anet 1s the OVACs Tin sclection im the
Caoaches caegory who pulated i girls” sport.

Johnson stepped back into the coaching ranks in 2005, this tme at Cumbridge. Starting from
the ground up, the Lady Bobcuts went 6-18 his first year but that was the only [osing scason under
Johnson. During bis seven years . CHS posted a 106-62 mark, The best season came i 2008 when
the Lady "Cats were 22-3 and won OVAC, sectional and district championships betong losing in the
OHSAA Division 1l Regronal senifinals. Cambrudge put wgether an OVAC “threepem™ by albso
winming conference championstups in 2010 und 2011 with overall records of 19-5 und 18-6, respece
tively, The Lady Cats were alse East Central Ohio Leaguc runners-up four times under Johnson's
watch. e was tabbed OVAC and District 12 Division 11 *Couch of the Year™ n 2009 and 2010,




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Duane Powell (official)

Duane “Dibby™ Powell (Bellaire High School. Class of 1952) is
regarded among the best officials by area coaches as well as his peers.
speading 25 years making the catls in both football and basketball.

He began officiating bBath sports in 1971 as a member of both the Ohio
Vatley Roard of Approved Football Officials and the Ohse Valley Board of
Approved Basketball Officials (he received a lifetime membership to boih
organizations).

During his career. he worked several OHSAA football playoff games
and bashetball tournament games and also officiated countless small col-
lege foatball games in the West Virginia Conterence

Ie was the honorary official at the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Footbali Game: received

Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry (athicte - 19405)

Sam “Buzz" Berry {Warwood High School, Class of 1946}, He was the
fiest five-time AIl-OVAC honoree i foetball und basketbalt. The Viking
standout was selected 10 the first three ANLOVAC Class A (smallest of
two classesy baskeball teams and the frst twa AILOVAC Class A foothall
teams as an end. Warweod won five OVAC ules and four City of Wheeling
crowns (51X schools) i football and basketball during that period and also
advanced 10 the W.Va. Busketball Tournamen in 1945, his unior season
He waxs a muitiple All-City honoree.

He also earned All-State henors in hoth sports. In the one-class bashetball
hanors, he was a second team pick as 4 senior and third teans as a jumeor. In
footbull, he wus o third team AL State end as a junior.

In Warwoud High's best cra for hoth football and hashethall, as i junior he teamed with
OVAC Hall of Famer, Edgar Martin, 1o lead o 22-3 record and o state iourmey berth and abse o
a 9-1 record i foorball.

Berry continued his basketball antics at Shepherd College from 1949-32 where he became
the Rams” fiest prominent player, He set o sehood career sconng record of 1.947 poines in 83
games for o 22.9 average. Ax a sophymmaeree, he became the schoal's timst-ever All-West Virginta
Conference Tournament honoree and was all-tournament theee years and three umes all-confer-
ence (twice segand team and once [iest team )

He led state colleges in scoring as a junior £26 3] and senior (206,9). with the Jatter ranking
sixth in the natjon,,

A Shepherd College Hall of Famer. he's a member of the All-Time West Virginia Conference
team.

Berry relocated to Florida and is deceased,

the OVAC Robert Dawson Basketball Officials Award in 2000 and received a Meritorious
Award from the OHSAA tor outstanding service 10 high school athletics as an official

Powell was born in Dilles Bottom. and he was an outstanding athlete at Bellaire High,

In basketball, he was regarded as one of the premier passers and playmakers in Ohio
Valley history, scoring 3538 points as a sentor while earmiag all-Ohio. all-valley and all-
Eastern Ohuo accelades.

e also played baseball for the Bellaire Civies and. as a pitcher. he signed with the
Piusburgh Pirates’ fann team in Brunswick. Georgia (Georgia State League) in 1954,

e was inducted into the Betlaire High Wall of Fame in 1989,

Powell, a veteran of the US. Army. worked at the Martins Ferry plant of Wheeling-
Pittsbugh Steel and after retiving. he was a bus driver for the Martins Ferry City Schools.
He was a member of the Purple Rider Booster Club, American Legion Post 38 and the
Foresters of Lansing,

He passed away m 20413 at the age of 78, and in his memory Martins Ferrv and Beklaire
established the Duane Powell Memorial Scholarship Softhall Game in 2014,

Gene ‘Beef’ Lamone (alete - 19505)

Gene “Beef” Lamone (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1951). He was
an all-star two-way lineman at both the high school and college level.

As a prep semior, he earmed first team Class Ad AN-OVAC and Class A
third team All-West Virginia recognition betore competing in the annuaf
Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game

Recrvited by West Virginin University, he became one of the
Mountaineers” most honored football linemen, The four-yeat lettennun and
standout 6-foot-2, 215-pound 1wo-way lineman from 1951-54 was feum
co-caplain as a senior when WYU had an 8- record and was runked No.
2 nationally in the final Associated Press poll, WVU was 28-7 in his four
seuasons including a 1953 Sugar Bowl berth as Eamone started 34 stright games.

He curned second team All-America ar guard as a junior and third wam AP honors as a
senior. He was the only unanitnous choice on the 1954 All-Southern Conference team and
selected 1o play in the East-West All-Star Game. Lamene was drafied in the fifth round of the
1953 National Foowbali League Draft by the Philadelphia Eagles but un injury prevented him
from competing

He later coached football at Linsly Miluary Institte from 1960-67 before jounng the bus
ness world with a home base in the Columbus, Ohio area. The retiree currently resides in Fort
Myers, Fla,

He was given his nickname “Beef™ as a hefty youth by a Wellsburg neighbor. Red Donley. an
OVAC Hall of Fame sportscaster.

Lamone earlier was inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame and the West Virginia
University Sports Hall of Fame,

Clyde Eads (Ahictc - 19505)

Clyde Eads (St. Claimville High School, Class of 1958), The 6-fom-3
pencil-thin cager rewrote the Red Devils” basketball record-book in a
three-vear caneer as a rare three-time tiest eam All-OVAC honoree in
the largest Class AA. He still holds the single-game scoring mark of 53
points {aganst Waraood i 1955) and his 1661 carcer poims lasted 43
yeurs as the school standarl until broken by Dan Monterosa. He aver-
aged 27 points a game as a senior, 26 4 for his career and more than 25
points all three seasons including 25.1 as 3 sophatnore.

His career ([9356-58) was the sume period as Bridgeport superstur
Juhn Havlicek and Eads led the Red Devils to a 6-1 career record over
the Havlieek-led Bulldogs. As a semor on an 15-3 weam cosched by Mayles Wiichey, the foes
split games and St. C. handed Bridgeport its only regular season loss ina 17-2 averal] cam-
paign. As a junior, Eads led St. C. to three wins over Bridgeport including a sectional victory.
St. C. was 18-0) in regular season and ended 21-1 overall for the bes: record ug to that time
at the school. The lone loss was to Zanesville in the Class AA district finals.

Eads led St. C. in scoring und rebounding for three seasons as the Red Devils compiled
i 30-13 record.

He was recruited by Florida State University, but returned home the first vear 10 enroll
at West Libeny State and play for coach Al Blamnik, who had coached him as o sophomore
and junior at St. C.

As a freshman in his only season at WLS, Eads averaged 20.7 points a game to lead the
Hilktappers and became only the second West Virginia Conference playver ever 10 eam first
team All-WYC as a freshman,

Eads thus became a rare first team all-conference plaver in all four seasons he competed
in high school and college, He's a member of the Si. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall
of Fame. His family settled in the Tampa. Fla.. area and he is deceased.

Ed Pastilong (Athlete - 1960s)

Ed Pestilong (Moundsvilke High School. Class of 1961). The 6-foot-|, 1635-
pound Trojan quanterback set school passing records as one of the earliest 2.000-
yand career passers in Ohio Valley history,

Playing QB and middle linebacker. he led the Trojans to a 23-3-2 thive-year
record. His 30-game career passing marks — all school records — were rare for
that run-minded era. 124 completions of 238 atternpts for 2.065 vards and 24
touchdowns with only seven interceptions. As a senior on an §-2 record team.
losing onfy 10 W.Va. Class AAA champion Weir and unbeaten OVAC 3-A titlist
Martinss Ferry, Pastilong completed 55 of E08 aerials for [0 TDs and also rushed
for six scores. Against Marshall County' rival Benwood Union. he completed
cight of nine passes with three TDs. Veteran Trojan coach Charley Helinski said “he is the best
passer Moundsville ever had.”

Pastilong was highly honoved as a senjor, He carned fiest eam honors on thiee major selections:
All-WVa. Class AAA. All-Valley “Big School™ and AH-OVAC Class AAA. As a junior, he was
second team All-Valley “Big School™ and mention on AILOVAC 3A and Afl-W.Va, Class AAA,

He was a three-spon fetiennan in football. basketball and baseball and eamed baseball All-W.Va.
mention, the only honor roll for the spring sport at the time. Also. ouiside of school. he won a Tri.
State Gotden Gloves boxing title.

Pastilong eamed a scholarship to West Vieginia U. along with two of his backfield mates — Mil
Clegg and Tom Yeater — and started on the 4-1 record freshman team. He staered in the spring
Blue-Gold Game when: he led an upset win over the ypperclassmen by accounting for three TDs
and appeared poised to compete for a stanting job as a sophomone,

However, a shoulder separation forced a red-shirt seasan in his second vear and he was limited in
playing nme on twe varsity although he lettered two years. In his sophomone season, he started a 38-7
win over Furrnan and completed 5 of [0 passes for 197 yards and thoee TDs. In the opening game
as a junior, he passed for two TS in a 20- 10 win over Richmuond,

Protessionadly. he coached at Salern College from 1969-73 before juining the WVU Athletic
Department 1o start a 35-year carcer including the final 21 years as Athletic Director, the longest
tenure in WV history

He was selected by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans s “Man of the Decade™ for the 1990s
and for a special award, "Ohio Valley Ambassador™ in 20104 He is in the WY U Spons Hall of Fame
and the the W Va. Sports Hail ol Famne.

Alter WVU reticement, he joined West Liberty U. as Chair for the Alhletic Campaign &
Institutional Advancement.

Rick Nau (siete - 1960s)

Rick Nan (Wheeling Central High School. Class of [969). The 5-foot-
10 three-vear Maroon Knight guard bettered some of the Centeal scoring
records set by OVAC Hall of Famer Dick Miller while caming every
etigible all-star honor a5 a junior and senior,

As a sentor, he scored 356 pomts in 22 games for a 25.3 average to break
Miller’s senior mark of 24.4 set in (952, the vear Miller wus selected the
stite wllclass Plaver of the Year by the W.Va, Sports Writers Association,
Nau's 25.3 pait was tops in the Chio Vidfey largest Cluss AAA and led atl
OV players with an 83.7% free throw percentage.

In a hyped match-up between Central and Bellaine St, John's, led by charter OVAC Hall of
Famer Alan Homyuk. the Central ace scored o personal-high 39 points before exiung on fouls
with Central leading in the tourth period. Homyak led a St. John™ rily 10 win and scored ¢
paints

Nau's most chenshed honor was bewing named to the West Viegiia “Big” All-State Team
te1ght players selecied regardless of class, a prwctice disconunued o lew years later). He was also
a wo-time honoree on the All-Valley “Big School”. Alt-City and Ail W Va. Catholic sefecuons
n Cenmtral's finad season before joining the Secandary School Activities Commuission and he was
ALL-OVAC Class AAA first leam captain as a senior, Nau, the top Cathohic scorer m she state,
was caplun of the All State parochial selections.l e also was a wwo-ume All WVa Catholic
Tournament pick As 2 sunior on 3 runnee-up weam. he ted for the toumament high scorer with
63 poants m three games including, a tourney high 26 in the finals vs. Charleston Catholic As a
semuor, he had the wumey game ugh of 27 vs. Charleston Cathebe,

Nau saigned a scholarship with Old Donumon Unaversity in Norfolk, Va.. where be was a three-
yeir varsity regular after staring on the freshman team le was team co-caplain as a seruor and
named the school™s 1973 “Male Athlete of the Year™ As a sophomore. he helped the Monarchs
advance o the NCAA Division Il national title game when they finished runner-up 1o Evansville
Ind) He was named 10 the South Attanuc Regional All-Tournament team as a sophomore and
seiuor fle averaged in double figures all three varsity seasons: 16 1 as a senior, [1.3 as a junior.
and M5 as 2 sophomore Career-wise. he scored 1028 points 10 81 varsity games and dished out
423 assists Ths garne highs were 25 v, M. St Maey's and 24 v, Virgania Tech and Fayetieville
State




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Rudy Jovicic (Amiete - 19705)

Rudy Jovicic Shadyside High School. Class of 1976}, Jovice was o
three-sport perfurmer at Shadyside. competing in haschall, footbull and
track, He was nothing short of sensational in the latter two.

Jovicie was the unquestioned premier hurdler in the Obio Valley dur-
mg his Flemung Field divs. As a senior, his hurdling prowess helped the
Tigers of Tom Vichich lay ¢kum to the state Class A championship. the
first Eastern Ohio boys® track team to wem that tnick.

In the state meet Jovicic fintshed runner-up in both the high hundies
arid Jow hurcdles. He was nipped in both taces by Rolund Janes, o future
University of Tennessce defensive buck and fiest-round draft choice of the
New England Puniors. He aiso anchored w state-placing relay team,

Jovicic tied the all-time Ghio Valley standards in both hurdle events. He clocked a sizzling
142t the highs and 19.5 in the lows

The Intelhigencer named Jovicie co-capain of the 1970s Ghio Villey All-Decade track
Leam, along with Bridgeport's Ceang Miller,

Juvicie was wiso agridicon sear. He was & twostime AIROVAC and All-Valicy honoree. The
ITpound runming back gamered some 700 infantry stripes and 11 TDs as a senior while
also catehing 12 passes for 206 yards and two more scores

Jovicwe also ergoyed o long carcer as o prep prid coach. He was heid couch at Brdgeport
High for three scasons after serving as a Bulldog assistant. He hay also assisted with the grid
propram at his aling mater

Kelly Swierkos (atiete - 1980s)

Kelly Swierkos (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 19861
Swicrkos was a pioncer in the art of denunating pitching in the OVAC,
She was nothing short of tremendous on the hill,

During her prep days, West Virgina had just one classification for girls”
softball, Despite being nne of the smalfest schools in the state, the Lady
Bishops rode Swierkos™ tadented right arm to unparalleled heights

Bishop Ponabuc finished thied in the state in her freshman season,
The next two years, Swicrkes hurled the Lady Bishops to the top of the
mountain as they ciaimed a pair of state championships

Swicrkos™ senior season was a bittersweet one. She battled injurics the
second half of the season, but still managed to cam the mound win fn the state opener. As
fale would have it, the wiling Swicrkos was unable e wke the ¢irele in the remainder of the
doubie-gliminttion toumament and the Lady Bishops did nol win agan.

She finished her remarkable carcer with an eye-popping 63-6 record, O these wins, eight
came via the no-hitler varicty.

She was accorded first-team all-state and all-OVAC plaudits her tinal two campaigns,

Swicrkos was also a stellar hoapster. She fimished her basketball career with 1.00% points.
i an era when there was no threespoint ficld goal. She aiso csabiished school carcer records
i rebounding amd assists and was a fest-weam all-stawe basketball honoree as o senior

Swierkos alsa delivered in guality fushion in the classroom, She praduated with a 3.85
GiPA on a0 seale, She aise headlined The Intelligencer’s All-Ohio Valley Scholur-Athlete
honor roll.

Janis Trupovnieks (Athtete - 1970s)

Janis Trupovaieks |Cadiz High School, Class of 1977, Trapgviicks was
big in stature and equally as big in athletic production. The 6-7, 255-pounder
wars @ two-way foree on the gridiron while also etching his name amongst
the elite wclghtm.ln in track and ficld

Trupovnicks helped Coach Ron Pobalish's grid team enjoy greul suecess.
starting three years as a two-way tackle

The Cardinals went 18-1-1 in Trupovnicks™ final two years, losing o and
tving St. John Central, The Caeds bagged the OVAC 2-A ke in hix junior
campaign.

He carncd a plethora of grid honors, including AP Hastern District
Lineman of the Year as a senior en route to garmering all-Ohio and all-OVAC plaudis. He
recorded 67 ekles, 3 ussists and covered two fumbles as a scnior,

Trupovnicks was also an accomplished kicker. making 42 consecutive PATS over a two-vear
spat, He also booted four fichd goals as a senior

Trupovnicks wsed his Tarky frame to the utmost ability in rack, The All-Valley honasee
vaptured Cadiz High's firstcver staie track tite by winning the Cliss AA discus crown via his
prodigious toss of 165-3 AL that lime it was the third best fass in Ohio Valley annals.

As might be expected. Trupovmeks was i inside foree in hoops The three-year regular
was a ficst-team All-Valley Small School sclection and All-OVAC honoree as o seuer “after
averuging 17 polnts per contest,

Trupoviicks was o nutionally recruited foothall reeruit. and he opted for the University of
Tenrnessee, He was u two-vear letternun for the Vols. stasting as a sciuor ot an 84 scam which
defeated Wisconsin 28-217in the Garden State Bowl,

Paul Hoover (Athletc - 1990s)

Pared floover (Steubenville High School. Class of 1994). Big Red has one
of the richest basehill Iraditions in the Ohio Valley and this former all-Ohioan
helped w form thut inwition during his four veurs,

Playing for bead couch Fred Heatheringion. Hoover wis a three-year regu-
lar for Steubenville. helping te lead it to the state toumament as 4 sophomiore,
hack t the regional as a junior and three OVAC titkes,

As u senior. Hoover had his most productive season, He batied 454, scor-
ing 30 runs andl driving in 32 more. He had LS doubles. two triples and a
twyme un.

Following thut scason, he was named Divison [T Eastern District Pluyer of
the Year, first-team all-OVAC and tinst-team all-Vallev. He played in the Ohio Mizuno All-Star
Series and was chose for the Sua Belt Classic in Oklahoma,

Hoover exploded onto the prep bascball seene in 1992 when he batted 366 with six doubles.
three horme runs, atrple and 21 RBI,

As o junior, Hoover batied 270 with §6 suns scored and 14 RBIL He hagd Tive doubles, & mple
i & home nun

For his carcer. he finushed with a 369 average. 64 runs and 67 RBI.

Tloover wats drafied in the Major League Bascball Draft in [994 by the {louston Astros. but
clecied 10 anend Kent Stae University where hie carned three Jetters as the starting catcher.

Asa Golden Flash, Hoover played in |58 games, batting 269 with 86 runs scored, 87 RBI, 23
doshies, 12 honwe runs and four inples

Foliowing hix junior scuson. Hoover was drafted in the 23rd round by the Tampa Bay Rays and
he elected 10 sign. He played professionally from 1997 until 2000 and played in ) nuor league
pames. butting 250 with cight RBI and tive doubles. Hoover appeired in the biy leagues with
the Rays. Flonda Marhns, Phulidelphia Phillies and Boston Red Sox, T was the bullpen catcher
for the Phillics in 2008 when they won the World Series.

Along with his baseball exploits, Hoover was u standout hasketball player for Sieubcnville. He
scored 1,186 points, which ranks sixth all tme a1 Big Red. He averaged 16,5 points o game inhis
career, He wus an0-OVAC and afl-Vadley performer mahiple times

Jamie Taylor (athlete - 19805)

Jamic Tavior (Edison South High School, Class of 1989y, Tuylor played
Ins first three prep years s Jefferson Union before conselidation changed the
Larlscape to Edison South.

He was a baschadl and basketbaly standout. caming all-OVAC honaors
in both sports. On the dismond. however. Tayler was nothing short of
scnsational,

As a senior, he was the OVAC “Plaver of the Year™ 10 go with his All-Ohio
honors. That campaign saw Taylor slam 10 home runs. dnving @ 33 runs o
20 with o robust 340 bawing average,

He was no slouch on the mound. cither. recording a 5-2 record with 47 K»
and a 2,18 ERA in his final campaig

Taylor's Junior scuson was just as productve, batting 575 with 10 homers und 46 RBE. He
was also T-4 on the hill. reconding 84 stnkeouts in 47 innigs of work,

He ended his Edison baseball career by estabiishing a new Ohio Valley standard with 32
home runs

Taylor's athletic exploits were almest as productive on the hardwood. The 6-2 guard ended
his Edison South days with | 339 points, He averaged 2201 ppg as o senter.

Taylor's stellar baseball drew the altention of Division 1 college cosches from across the
nation. He opted Lo stay close 10 home. signing with The Ohio State University and he enjoyed
a sparkling three-year stay with the Buckeyes before heading off w the pros.

As a freshman, Taylor led OSU with seven home runs amd was numed to the Big Ten All-
Tournument Team as the Buckeyes cluimed the conference crown and placed third in the
Midwest Regional.

As a junior. he was tabbed Nrst-team all-Big Ten as a third buseman. Tt was a campaign in
which b batied 382 with 36 walks,

Such suceess resulted in Taylor being chosen by the Cleveland Indians in the fifth round of
the 1992 MLE Drafe. [e pfayed scven scasonx in the minors. topping out in Class AAAIn 1998
before retiring, He batied 1273 in 690 minor league ganes.

Mike McLeod (Awlete - 1990s)

Mike McLeod (Wheeling Park ITigh School. Class of 1992). There's not a
sport vou can name that this fonner Patriol woukln't have shined in had he
opted to play.

In the three he did play = foothall, busketbull and baseball
lasting tmpression on Park and Ohio Valley history

Foothuil ts where Mcleod probably made his brggest impact. playing quar-
terbuck und linebacker. He helped guide the Patriots to the Class AAA state
championship game m 1991 where they fell to Capitaf. [15-14, in overtime
Defensively, Melewd was one of the Patriots' leading tacklers for three conseey-
Tive scastiis. As a seniorn, he recorded 49 tackles. two sacks and recovered two
fumbles, From his quarterback spot, MeLeod threw 11 touchdowns, He sharcd the offensive spot
fight. that scason. with eventual Keanedy Award winsier. Boogie Johnson, whe run for 2000 vands

MeLeod's season didn’t go vinoticed, He was 1irst-team all-state, all-OVAC and all-Valley and
attructed the cyes of college reeruiters. He had scholurships offers from the Tikes of West Virginia,
Indiuna. Murshall and others

However. Meleod's uliimite passion lied with baseball where he was o twio-yeur siandost as an
outficlder, He batted 490 ax a semior. which was the sceond best i the Ohio Valey. repandless of
cluss, He had 42 hiss, seven doubles. o uriple and three home runs, He drove in 20 and seored 28 tuis
Again. he was eeoenized as Tirstcam all-sue 0 Clhss AdAL GH-OVAC and wll-Valley

On the basketball court, Mcl.eod was a poini-guand for the Patnots for three years. helping lO
Jeird them to the state toumament twice, He fipished his carcer with 1230 pomts and ay eraged 1.7
points and 11 rebounds per game ax o senior. MeLeod was o finst-team all-state selection and was
also firse-team all-OVAC (three times) and all-Valley (twice),

Diespite 1he college footbiell offers. MeLead opied for basetall right o of high school, Although tha
diedn’t pan out anel be eventuaily enmolicd at Youngstown State and joined the football wam. He wax g
miember of the Penguins” Division -AA maiom! chumpionship squad in 1994, pliying for Jim Tressel.

A member of the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame, he is curnently the Patriols” heud buscbuell
couch

he made a4
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Brittany Hocker (Auniete - 2000s)

Bristany Hocker (Bridgeport High School. Class of 20041, The
#ridgeport Buller. as she was nicknamed during her prep track and field
days. set the standard for female sprinting in the Ohie Valley and the
state of Ohio.

Hocker burst onto the scene in 2001 when she won the 200-meter dash
at Dayion’s Welcome Stadium as a freshman, Earlier in that state meet,
she fimshed second in the 100-meter dash.

That [00-meter race proved 1o be the final time she Jost in that event
for the remainder of her prep career. Hocker was undefeated during her
sophomore. junior and senior seasons in the shor sprist, Prior to the state
final, she had been unblemished as a freshman. wo.

As 2 sophomore, Hocker notched her first state championship in the 100-meiers, but
seitled for second in the 200,

Hocker was a four-time OVAC Class 1A 100-meter dash champion and three-time Class
1A 200-meter champion. Though she never ran the race in the postseason, Hocker was a
three-time OVAC Class 1 A #K)-meter champion.

As a prep sprinter, Hocker's personal best in the 100 was 11.81 seconds. That stood as a
state record in Division [1I unil 2011, Her mark. which was set during her senior season.
still stands as & stawe meet record.

Her 200 personal best time of 24,22 is also a state meet record. She set that in 2004 when
she completed her second consecutive sprint sweep,

After high school. Hocker opled to continue her track and field career at the University
of Akron where she put forth an impressive career, carning ali-Mid American Conference
honors. She was the MAC Indoor and Qutdoor conference champion in the 200 in 2008,
She set the Akron school recerd indoor for the 400 and placed in both the 100 and 400 in
2003 as a true Treshman. As a collegiate runner. Hocker focused more on the 400 znd set
the Akron record for both indoor and outdoor competition with times of 54.39 (indovr) and
54.22 {outdoor).

Along with track and field, Hocker also earned letters during her high school career in
basketball,

Ted Talkington (atkiete - 2005)

Ted Taikington (Magnodia High School. Class of 2004). This Blue Eagle
product could simply score the baskethall during his prep career.

Magnolia’s all-time scoring leader fimshed his career with 2,024 points.
which was more than 600 points better than his nearest compeutor. As a
senior, Talkington scored at a 31 points per game clip. which followed up a
Junior scason in which he poured in 29.5 points a contest

During the 2003-04 campatgn, Talkington established his career-high point
total with 45, Ax a senior, he shot 82 percent from the foul line and connecled
on &4 three-pointers,

Talkington's game wisn't limated to scoring, however, He also averaged
5.8 assisis. 3.5 cebounds and 2.7 steals.

Along with leading the state in scoring twice, including the 200203 season. he helped zuide
Lhe Blue Eagles 10 the Class AA stale championship. By doing that. he hecame just one of five
Mountam State products to accomplish the feat. joining the likes of Jerny West. 0. Mavo. Herbie
Brooks and Bill Maphis.

Talkingion's aforementioned career-point total ranks [6th in West Virginia history

He was a tirst-team all-state selection as both a junior and senior and captained the team both
seasons. He was i second-team all-state pick afier his sentor season. He was abse an all-OVAC
and all-Vallev performer, captaining the all-Valley team twice

He also scored 20 points in helping West Virgima rally for a 92-82 victory in the Samuel A,
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game.

After high school. Talkington wmed down several collegrte offers 10 aceept an academic
scholarship and walk-on spot at West Virginia Untversity, He played in 46 games during his career
with the Mountaineers and letiered twice. He was a member of WVL's National [nvitational
“Tournament championship team in 2007,

He opted not to play basketball during his final season of ehigibility, ebecting to enroll in medical
school after graduating with a degree in chemustry with a 4.0 grade pomt iveruge

Along with s basketball prowess, Talkington was a slandout for the Blue Fagles football
team. He was twice named all-OVAC ~ a first-team selection as 2 junior and honoruble mention
pick as a sentor.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

John Nese OVAC Contributor)

Joln Nese (East Pittsburgh High School. Class of 1936). Teacher...
coach .. ofticial .. broadeaster. He's done them all.

While spending 34 vears w the education field, Nese coached bovs/girls
basketball and baseball. followed that up with a fine officiating career and all
the while worked as 2 rdie broadeaster.

In basketball, he began his coaching career at Follansbee St Anthomy
(1960-61), winmng the W, Va. Class B State Catholic Championship with
a 17-5 record. After two years (1961-631 as an assistant 2 East Piusburgh
High - his alma mater - he came to Steubenville Catholic Central where he
coaghed the bovs™ team 10 vears (8963-73) with 2 121-87 necord: three see-
nonal ttles, three district titles and one OVAC championship {1973) when his squad compiled a
22.2 overall reecond - the best in school history ~ led by fellow Halk of Famer Jim Wood,

He later retumed to the hardwaod as the Steubenville Cathobic girls’ coach (1987-90), posung
4 56-10 record with two sectional ttles. two OVAC crowns (1988 and 89} and the schook's best
record (20-2 in "89).

He closed out his hoops' coaching with the [ndian Creek unior high girls’ wam (1995-2007)
where he won an additional 116 games againse 40 osses.

He was named Coach of the Year multiple times in the Eastern District and District 5 and
wits selected as the co-coach of the United Sutes All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Rowndball
Classic in Pittsburgh.

In baseball, Nese couched Steubenville Catholic from 1963-73 with a sparkling 197-77 record,
His teams won seven sectionals, five districls and one regional, Nnishing as the state runner-up 1o
Shaker Heights in {963, His 1974 squad posted a school-best 24.4 overal] mark,

Afler relinng from coaching, hese wanted to remain close o high school athletics and became
a baseball/softbal) umpire. He was a respected member of that profession as well. and was hon-
ored o work in 10 consecutive OHS AA State Softball Toumamends, He also served as an instrue-
tor with the Steubenville Umpires Associatton.Nese also had a 30-plus year career as a WSTV
radiv play-by-play announcer and color commentator. working countless football. basketball and
Amencan Legion baseball games

This marks MNese’s sixth Hall of Fame selection. He's also in the Ohio High School Baseball
Coaches Association (1981). the Eay Boros Chapeer of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame
[1986); the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame ( [996): the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association
Hall of Fame i 2006); and the Franciscan University Hall of Fame (2008}

At East Pietsburgh {Pa.) High, Nese was a three-year leiierman and co-captain of the Class
B Pennsylvania state runier-up. He graduated from the College of Steubenville in 1960 where
he was 2 four-vear letterman and a memboer of the No. f-ranked small college basketball 1eam
11957-58} and team co-caplain as a semor. He obtained his master’s degree from the University
of Dayton in 1974,

Bob Koch (0vAC Family)

Bob Koclt (John Marshall High School., Class of 19711, Back in 2009 when
he retired from Cameton High School, Koch offered o telling gquote: "My
gual has always been o leave this a beter place than it was when T found it,”

In Koch's case, everywhere he's been and everyone he’s known has been
better for it and that certainly includes every vemer of the Chio Valley
Althlets Conference,

His assoctation with the conference dates back 10 1981 when began helping
with the hands-on calculations of the scores at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament, a mle he filled for the next 30 years unal the results were com-
puterized, At that pomt. he continued 1o assist by working the bullpen arca. He received the OQVAC
Tourmament Service Award in 1998 and the OVAC Toumament Director's Award in 2014,

Koch has been on the OVAC Executive Booard — the governing budy of the bi-state conference

since 1989, first as the Class A representative and then as the Game Director of the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Foorbatl Game.

15 in that role - one he assumed in 2001 - that he has shined above all others due w the vast
undenaking of the event from the selection of coaches and players. coordinating the week-long
camp which is currently at Bethany College 10 all of the game-related activities which 1ake place
the week of the game,

Respected for his opinions and his knowledge of the history of the conference. koch has also
been a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee and the OVAC Museum Commitiee for
several years

Koch graduated from West Virginia Uiniversity and later obtained his master's degree in math
education there. He spent one yvear a¢ Martins Ferry High before moving on to Cameron where
he began a 33-year carcer as a math wacher. He assunwd the role of athletic direetor in 1989
and spent the next 20 years guiding the Dragons” athletie programs to countless successes and
facilities upgrades before retiring in 2009, Koch also spent seversl vears as an assistant wrestling
coach at CHS under the highly-successful Jim Potts,

He served as co-chairman of the Friends of Cameron Football event for six vears, and was a
special honoree of that group in 2015 for his contnbutions,

Jimmy Mountain (Media)

Janres A, “Jimmy” Mountain (51, John Cental High School. Class of
19313 You might say he “lovked down from the mouatain™ as far as Ohio
Valiey journatists were concerned.

Mountain chronicled the events of the area — both in and out of the
athletic realm - with particular emphasis on the Bellaire arca. but he was
well-known up and down the river for his writing sivle of accentuating the
pasitive as well as his legendary entertaining and informative columins dur-
g nearly a half cenury,

A two-sport sthlete (football and basketball) at St. John's, he began his
Journalistee carcer right out of high schoal waorking for Greater Wheehing
Home Talk and the Martins Ferry Daily Times, He served as Sports Editor for what became
The Times Leader until he was called into military service in 1941 during World War E. and
upon his return he began a lengthy tenure as head of the Bellaire Bureau of that newspaper

Although tus primary focus shifted to news. he continued to cover sporting events and was a
fixture a1 Nelson Field foothall pames involvang both Bellaire and Si. John Central under media
leaends Bill Yan Horme and Cal Pokas.

An amatcer boxer and a talented softball pitcher, Mountain had a life-long passion for
American history. He was a member of Sigma Delta Chi - journalism’s honorary tratermty
and received several honors including the first Man of the Year from the Bellare Lodge 310
Chechoslovak Society of America: the Citizen of the Year from the Bellaire Fraternal Order
of Police Assoctaes: and was tabbed an honorary graduate of Bellure High School and was
selected for that school's Wall of Fame. He also served as Clerk of Couneil for the citv of
Bellaire. He passed away on Julv 24, 1988 at the ape of 74,
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Stan Blankenship (Ceach)

Stan Blastkenship (Nicholas County High Schoul, Class of 1968). He
put together u resume unrivaled by anyone in the girls” basketball coach-
ing ranks, compiling 4 record of 542-230 during a carcer thal began in
1979 and continued il his retirement in 2011, Those lofty numbers
ke him the afl-time winringest coach in girls” hoops in both the Ohio
Valley akd the entire state of West Virginia.

Blinkenship's Ludy Monurchs reached the punacle in 1982 when
they wim the Wost Virginia Cluss AaA State Champronship with All-
Amcrican/OVAC Hall of Famer Amy Gamble as the star player,

He ulso led IMHS 10 West Virgimla Class AAA runner-up finishes in 1992 and 1994, Under
his pudance. JMES won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns.

The Lady Monarchs also won mine OVAC championships under Blinkenship's waich
(IOR 1. 82,83, "84, "85, 91, 94, 2000. 2002). The Give straight titkes from 1981-85 marks
the longest consecutive string of girls” conference crowns recorded to date.

Blankenstup suw significant changes in high school hoops during his coaching carver
wcluding the mshitation of the three-point line: the use of a smaller buskethall and the move
ol girls” haskethall in West Virginia from full o winter, He couched an amazng 40 players
who went on o pluy college basketball after gruduating from JMHS.

He also couched m the OVAC Sumuel A, Mumley All-Star Classic severul times and
received the QVACs Richard Safficld Girls” Basketball Coaches Award in 2005,

Blankenship maove o the arca from Nicholas County where he was a multi-sport stundout
in high school.

Thut continucd at the collegiate level when he aitended West Virginia Weslevan College.
graduating in 1973 after amassing wy unheird-of 13 varsity letlers (four in track, four in cross
country, Tour in basketball and onc in football).

Not surprisingly. he was inducted into the Wost Virginia Wesleyan Athletic Hull of Fame
in 2012,

Tom West (Coach)

Tom West (Mannington High School. Class of 19375 When he made the
move to to coach and teach at Valley High, West did so for the lonp hau

After Tour years at Midview High in Grafton. Ohbs, he came 10 Pine
Growe where he became a conching institutan, guiding the Lombergcks
fopabatl team for ul of 36 yeurs over twao terms — his first from 1971
MK and then, after @ seven-year absence. he retumed from 2008-2013,

During his 30 yeurs as @ head couch, he amassed i record of 242-176-1,
incisding = 223-151 mark at Valley

Wost-coached Villey teams made the West Wisginia Class A playoffs [0
straight vears From 199 1-200 and linished as the state runner-up five times
(19973, 94,45, 796 and "98), His 1993-94.95 1cums all went undefeased in the regular season

The Lumberiacks wun OVAC championships in 1995 and 97 and ceptured the Mason-
Dixan Conference crown 1] umes {1979, 85, 8789, 91,9243, 93,9596 amnd 47}

West also served as an assistant basketball coach from 1471-83.

The foatball ficld at VHS is named Tom West Field in his honor.

Woest received his bachelor s degeee in Edueition from Foirmont State College im 1963 und
his muster’s degree in Administration Trom Akron University in 1971,

He began his cuching carcer in Midview in 1961 where he was an assistang basketball
anel Towtball gonch and then the bead Toothall coach from E467-7() hefore uking the job at
Valley High.

Dave Linn (Coach)

Dave Linn 1 Zanc Trace High School. Class of 19711 Linn made his
mark as the Buckeye Trwl Tegh girls™ busketball coach for a decude
{1976-86), including am amazing Tour-vear tun of uppearances in the
OHSAA Stue Tournament ([978-81),

Trail's 1978 squad posted a 22-1 overall record, defeating Smithvilke
(41-38) in the Cluss A state semifinals before Talling 1o Ada (51-39) in
the chammonship game.

The 979 team reached the pinnacle, defeating Fort Loransie (56-38)
in the state semifinals and then downing Holfpate (51-32) m the Class A
chumpionship game 1o complete a 23-2 record scason.

The Lady Warmoms weren't finished. returning 6o the “Fial Four” in F98(0h where the beat
Portsmouth Clay (39-41 in the semifinals before falling t Mansficld St Peter’s 0137 in
vwertime) in the hitle game For a final 26-1 record: and then makiog 1t back to the champon-
ship game again in 1981, topping Edgerton (71-38) in the semis and losing another heant-
breaker (34-32) 1o Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record.

During his A} years as the Trail girls’ coach. he compiled an impressive 211-37 record,
an 35 pereent victory ratio. Trail alse won the OVAC Cluss A girls’ championship in 1984
under Linn,

After some time off. he hud o 12-year run as the Trail boys™ coach 11999-2080). amassing
119 wins including three or four sectional championships and a distnet itle‘regional appear-
ance in 2009, Linn-coached boys™ teams won the Ploneer Valley Conderence title outnght m
2005 and shared the crewn with Frontier and Shenandoah in 2010, The 2005 1cam also won
the OVAC Class 2-A crown.

During hix carcer, Lina was seleeted “Coach of the Year™ at various umes in the Easlern
District and District §2 and he was selected o couch i the OHSBCA Norin-South All-Star
Game in 1982,

A charter member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in £996.
he's served as the District 12 Basketball Coaches Assaciaton Scerctary/Treasurer and ax the
Pepst/Dstrict 12 All-Star Game Director for muny years. A graduate of Rio Grande Caliege
he was District 127 selection for the Ohio iligh Schoal Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Honor in 2003 and was inducted into the District 12 Basketbal! Coaches Associstion Hal
uf Fame in 2015,

Jay Handlan (Athiete - 1940s)

John *Jay" Handlan (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1934y, He
carned 12 varsity letters i five spons for the Litle Reds during three
vears -— three cach i busketball, foothall and wack. wo it tennis and
one 1N sw g,

In basketball, the 6-foot-2 forward eamed Al-City and AN-OVAC
Lurgest Class AA and was all-state mention, In football. he was a regular
ead and punter. Afier high school, e served three years in the TS, Army
before enrolling at Washington & Lec University in Lexington, Va

Compeung for W&L in the Southern Conferenee — then a major col-
Jege basketball feague which included West Visginia, Duke. Vieginaa, ete., and others which
Broke off and formed the Atlanie Coast Conterenee — he left his mark as one of the ail-time
most prolific busketball scores in magor college history.

He beearme only the third majer college pluayer to score more than 2000 career points by
cupping his 94-game carcer with 15 points against WVU in his final game to reach 2,002 He
averaged 21.6 pownts for his carcer.

As a Junior, he averaged 26.2 points to nose out WV All-American Mark Workman for
seeond plice nationaily, He also {ed the nation in free throw shooting (8670 ) and setun NCAA
record with 18-for-b against Virginse He also seored a school, and Southern Conference,
reeord with 66 points (49 in the tiest half) = then the third highest-eser major coilege mark
= ugainst Furman, bn thit game, he took 71 goal anempts {making 30), which remawns the
oldest Division 1| NCAA record on the books

Handlan camed Tlelms Foundation All-Amenca as o junior and was nwiee All-Southem
Conference. As a semor. he also became a kickeripunier for the feotball team and was offered a
tryout with the Cleveland Browns, He alsa letsered in track.

He was drafled by the NBA Indianapolis Olympians, but opted to play in the Nutona
Industrial Basketball League with the Akron Goodyear Wingfoots, He plaved four years and
was an INIBL Al-Star in 1954,

n 2013, he was inducied unte the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame.

Andy Cross (Official)

Andy Cross | Morauntown kigh School, Class of 1972). One of the more
recognizable officials of the Ghio Valley. Cross enjoyed a remarkable carcer
culling the action in baseball, basketball and Jater i volleyball,

His offickating vancer hegan os a student at Bethany Coltege when he
decided to Tollow in the footsteps of Ris father who had worked football,
basketball and baschall games in the Morgantown arca, with his young son
aceompanyving kim to many of the events.

Cruoss spent 36 years on the baseball diumond. Among the highlights were
22 regionul and 13 state tournament assignments in Ohio and 10 regional
amd 13 state tournaments in West Virginia e also amyured the Mizuno
All-Star Scries in Ohio cighs umes. The final game of his carcer came in the 2013 West
Virginia Stale Tournament.

His baskethall officiating spanned 31 vears. On the Ohio side. he had i3 regional and three

stule assignenents in gicls' hoops and seven regional assipmiments in boys” hoops while in West
Virginii, he worked nine regionals and three state woumaments for the girls and 12 regionals

and pwo state ournaments for the boys,

Cross was the 2009 recipicmt of the OVAC s Robernt Dawson Officials Award presented at
the OVAC Samuel A, Mumley All-Star Basketbali Classic and was honored with the Disirict
12 Baskgtbull Coaches Assocration “(HTicial of the Year”™ uward in 1997,

In the latter stages of his officiating career, he added volleyhall to the mix and worked cight
yeurs, including many games at the tournament Jevel in both states,

[n addition 1o his on-fickl/court work. Cross also served as president. secretary. interpreter
and class instructor of the Ghio Valley Board of Bascball Umpires and vice-president and
interpreter of the Chiw Valley Board of Basketball Officials. He was also a member of the
Nutional Federation of Officials (NIFOA) in both West Virginia und Ohiv,

Cross was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fume in 2010,

Eddie Becker (Athlete - 19505)

Eddie Becker \Wheeling High School, Class of 1950). A four-year Wildeat
basketball player. he was the most highly honored player on two teams which
plaved in West Virginia State Championship games in the large-school Class
A, As a junior. the *Cats Timshed state ruaner-up to Fairmont Senior. Ax o
sgnier, Wheeling capped a 235-0 recard season under QVAC Hull of Fame
couch Everct Brinkntin with the Gast of five titles and a state finals” win
over Elkins, 83-50

Becker, o two-lime All-Stale Tournament pick. carned fisst wam all-class
All-State as a sentor as well as Al-OVAC largest Class A and All-City hon-
ors, He averaged 1601 points as a jusmior and led the "Cats as o senior with
more than 20 points i game — rare for that era. He scored 20 or mone points seven times with
a high of 79 as Wheeling averaged (4 points per gume, He also plaved football

Reeruted by West Virginia U he Jeft his mark on the WV record books. The 6-foot forwurd
led the freshoum team n scoring with a 25-point guit, The deud-gyy jump-shooter letiered three
times on the varsity and ended a 75-game career with 1127 pownts (13 ppgt — the second most
in school history al the tme. He averaged 187 as a senior when he was team MVE, He also
camed All-Southern Conlference seeond tcom and was seleeted 10 the Al-SC Tournament team

At the tme he graduated, be was one of 19 plavers listed on the AL-Time WU Tewn chars.
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Neil Habig (Awlete - 19505

Neil Habig (Wheeling Centeal High Scheol. Class of 1954, An
honored high school and college football player. he competed longer in
major pre football than any Maroon Knight in history.

As a prep senior. the Martins Ferry native carned first team all-star
honors on every cligible sekection All-Valley “Big School”, All-
OVAC largest Class AA, and the fivesschoo! Al-City 1cam. Rated the
“hest defensive end” i OV by conches who selected All-Valley, the
two-way end and punter was the top blocker an & run-orniented team and
Jarwled four touchdown passes,

The 6-foot. 190-pounder heiped the Maroon Knights win their first-ever OVAC Class AA
{urgest class at the time) title. with an 8-1 record, The Jone loss was 13-7 to 100 record
Benwood Union. the OVAC Class A champion which finished as the seace rustner-up,

He camed a scholarship to Purdue Unsversity where he played both ways but was convert-
cd. on offense. from end to center. A three-year letterman and 1wo-year starzer at center-linc-
bavker-defensive end, he was selected as team MYP s a senior on a roster which had 13 Ohio
Valley products including QOVAC Hali of Fame honorees Nick Mumley and Kenny Mikes,

Habig. a second team Afl-Big Ten Conference selection. played in the Senior Bowl All-Star
gume, He was drafted by the Green Bay Packers, but opted for the Canadian Footbull League,

He played seven scasons (1958-64) as a comer-linehacker with the Suskuchewan
Roughriders and was a dominant plaver s his position. He was a CFL All-Star center in
[962. the first year this honor was awarded. and a Western Conference All-Star six times.
As a hinebacker, he was noted for hus pass coverage and had L0 pass interceptions including
six in 1963

Rob Munn (Athlete - 19605)

Rob Munn (Bridzepont High Scheol. Class of 1966). The threc-sport
standout helped the Bulldogs record their best combined football/basket-
ball school year in history,

In foball. the team cagrain and quarterback-defensive back led the
fisst perfect record (9-0) in school history. Caached by Joe Ault. the
Bufldogs caprured the OVAC Cliss AA ticle and were runked No 5 in the
final Chio Class A poll by United Press International. Bndgeport capped
the perfect scason with o 22-11 win a oval Martins Ferry for only the
third win in 45 series games vs. the Purple Ruders.

In basketball. the two-year tcum captain anchored the school's first-
ever unbeaten regular season team (18- which captured an OVAC Clags AA ntle and was
ranked No. b in the Chio Class A poll by United Press Taternational. Coached by OVAC
Hall of Famer Frunk Baxier. the Bulldogs scored more than 100 points n five games and
won seettondl und district crowns before falling te Dalton. 71-70. in the Canton Regional 10
firnsh at 24-1.

The 6-foot- 1, 1 75-pound forwand averaged 24.F ponts and 12 rebounds a pame as a senior
after sporung a4 20-peint norm as a junior,

The senior was runner-up for Ohuo UPL Class A Player of the Year to Keery Myers of Celina
and camed First teum All-Ohio from UPL and third team from The Assoeiated Press. He also
wits twice un Al-OVAC selection and an All-Distriet hanoree in Eustern Ohio

Munn was also a pitcher-infi¢lder on the Bulldogs™ bascbal? tcum.

The 2010 Bridgeport High Hall of Fame inductee camed a basketbali scholarship to
Marshall Umiversity where he was a three-year varsity player after averaging 9.4 points and
shooting 46.8 pereent from the floor on the freshman eam,

Ben Wiley (athlete - 19605)

Ben Wiley (Powhatan High School. Class of £1963) He led his wcam i
the school's best-cver basketbail scason (2t1) and only unbeaten (18-0)
regular season in schonl hiswory.

The 5-foot-9, 150-pound guard was a four-ycar player who scored near-
Iy 1.500 cureer points for the Indians, As a senior. he averaged 288 poinis
a gime and was named Ohio UPT Class A Player of the Year for the tean
coached by Lou Blumling. later a head couch of the Wheeling Ironmen pro
football team, Wiley was a two-time Al-OVAC Class A choice and tabbed
co-capliin as a scnior and capmain as a junior. The two-time All-District
honoree also was a first team All-Otuo choice by both The Assoctated
Press and United Press Intemniional as o senjor,

In 1963, the Indiunx shared the OVAC Class A erown with Paden City and coded with o
20-1 secordd after bowing to Strasburg, 7361 tn the Cluss A District Tournament,

In baschall, he was a senior regular on the second Indians’ team 1o win an Chio tide The
Itidians advanced 1o the regional tournament all four vears {1960-63) during Wiley s carcer.
The 1963 1cam. coached by Frank Bland., capped a 15-2 record scason by winning the Ohio
Class A crown with a 3-0 championship game win over Dublin after downing Spencerville,
2-1.1n the sermylinals

Wiley, a scor class president and honor siudent. attended Gannen College in Erie. Pa..
and played basketball for four years. The playmuker averaged 10.6 points as a senior witl o
high game of 28 points. He scored 896 points in his carcer and was inducted inte the Gannon
Sports Hall of Fame in 1986.

After gradoation. he remained in the Ere area and becaing ¢ civig feader who was recog
nized multiple times including the naming of a public butlding after him. He died in 2004

Jim Weod (Athlete - 19705)

Jim Wood (Steubenville Cathohe Central High School, Class of 1973).
This Crnisader wis one of the most dominant basketball bip men in ihe
OVAC dunng the carly [970s. The talented 6-foot. 9-inch post help to
carry Catholic Central to its first OVAC hoop crown. turming the trick in
1973 1n Class AAA = the largest classificaton at that ume. The Crusaders
went 22-2 that season. winning sectional and district titles along the way,

He averaged 20 poinis and 15 rebounds o game as o senior. Those rum-
bers. combined with the weam’s success, camed him first-team all-Ohio
UPE and second-team AP ull-state accolades to go with all-Eastern District
plaudits.

He was named first-team all-OVAC as a jusior and scnior. named a co-captain in 1973, [n
addition. one Florida newspaper tabbed him as honorable mention All-American as a scnior.

Wood was also a two-year leterman in bascball for Catholic Central.

His superb hardwood exploits camed kim a scholarship to Georgiu Tech, where he became
a four-year regular at center and was the team’s leading scorer kis first three years (111,150
arkt 14.7) and second en the teum as a senior ¢14,1), He also led the teem in rehounds two
years. I carcer tofals included 1459 points and 740 rebounds.

Wood was inducted into the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame in 1985, just cight years after camn-
ing his degree from the school, After his cotlegiate carcer. Wood played basketball in South
Amenica for 12 years,

The Stcubenville Catholic Central Hall of Famer sl resides in the Ohio Valley und is an
OVAC basketball official,

Jim Wooflter (Athlete - 1970s)

Jinmt Woofter (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1973), He curned the
honor of becoming the first Golden Bear athlete 1o attain All-American
hoviors. eaming those plaudits for his grid greamess at lincbacker. conter
and fuliback,

The 6-2. 225-pounder was a two-tme first-team all-sue, all-OVAC
and all-Vailey honoree. As a senior, he was captam of the all-Valley "Big
School” defensive ream and manner-up for the Hunt Award, emblematic
of the stite’s tog linenin.

As 11 senior, he reconded |26 tackles, 39 assists, five fumble recoveries
und forced six fumbles in helping the Golden Bears w a 7-3 record, The tenmagious defender
registered 86 solo tackies, 46 assists, cight tackles for losses, three fumble recoveries and four
DIETCCPLONS 318 21 JUNLOT.

Woolters sparkling foorball exploits carmned him All-amencan honors from Cowch &
Ahtlere and Schalastic Coach magazines,

s prep football success attracted recruners from all the magor schools, and Wootter opted
for the University of Tennessee, It proved to be a good choice as he was a three-year letierntan
and two-year starter at defensive tackle for the Volenteers,

His athletic success was not hmited to just the gridiron. As a senior, he was state shot
put champron at Ouk Glen with a 32-foot. T-inch cffort, and he also won the OVAC Class
AAA shot putl crown Woolter was also a force in wrestling. He was the OVAC runncr-up at
Beavyweipht s 4 seaior,

Kim Augur (Athlete - 1980s)

Kim Augar (East Liverpool High School. Cluss of 1983). Her most
impressive claim 1o fame is winning the OHSAA Class AAA 400-meter dash
slate championship as a senior in 54,87 scconds. She missed the state record
by a mere one-tenth of a second. Later on in that same statc meet, Augur
claimed the silver medal in the 200-meter dash (25.18).

This Potier rack greud sill holds the Ohie Valley record in the 400 meters
ai 5487 She also cstablished school records in the 100 (12.3) and 200
(24.506). the luter still ranking as the second-best in vailey history behind
the 2423 wrned in vears lawer Bridgepon's Brittany [focker. also an OVAC
Haill of Famer.

Augur is also i member of the Potters” school-record 4x400-meler relay
team which urned in a 4:11.1 clocking during her junior campaign.

Her achicvemnents ¢amed her a track scholarship 1o The Ohio State University.

Augur was 10 one-sport wonder. She was also a talented basketball pluyer for East Liverpool.
carning first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and senior.

Augur wis inducted into the East Liverpool High Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990.

Dave Delande (Athlete - 1980s)

Prave Delande ¢ St. Clairsvilke Higl School. Class of 1982). This wrestling
areat disunguished hamsell both en the prep and collegiale levels.

His Red Devils® mat carcer was nothing shornt of sensationaf. He finished
with & stellar [36-10+1 record. In the process, Delunde was o three-time
OVAC champion. [le was ulso the runner-up as a freshman.

Delande was also a runner-up at the OIS A A State Wrestling Championships
as 132-pound junior und he placed fifth at 138 pounds as a senior,

He continued his wrestling greatness at West Liberty under the nurturing
of legendary coach Viree Maonsciw,

Delirule was a three-time NALA Al-Amcerican for the Hilltoppers. achievimge the feat in three
different weight divisions, He was seventh at 142, fourth at 150 and national runner-up at 158,

1His four-year WL record was a sparkling 96-23.

He still ranks in the top 10 in cight Hilltopper ali-time mat records: falls. shutouts, 2-poimt
near falls, 3-point near falls, reversais, team points, wins and best winning pereentage.

Just as impressively, Delande alse was the Hillwpper wrestling program’s first Academic
All-American, carning back-to-back academme lavrels i 1983 and 1986, He was also three-
LM LM Cuplin,

He was mducted mto the West Libenty University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010, After gaining
his West Liberty diploma, he became a CPA.
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Jodi Bates (Athlete - 19905)

Jodi Bates (Mcadowbrook High School. Class of 1999). Speed o
burn, That’s exacily what this former Colt possessed as i pertained 1o
track and fickd,

A standout sprinter for the Colts. Bates shined in the [00- and 200-
meter dashos. winning 10} state medals during her career,

Rates burst ante seene in 4 big way ax a freshman. placing second in
both the EG 1232 and 200 (25.12) ot the Division [[ state mect. She
didn’t slow down from there,

As a sophomore. Bates won her first state championship, bluzing the
Ohio Studium track 1o 4 24 87 to cupiure the 200-meter dash. She also finished second in the
100 {12.37) for the second straight scason,

Bates broke through and ¢limbed 1o the top of the stute podium in the 100-meter dush

tinished second in the 206 (25.25) amdd r3in & leg on the Fifth-place 4100 (30.81 ) and cighth
place 33000 syuads,

During her senior campaign. Bates ran consistently under the coveted 12-sceomd barricr,
She successtully defended her 100-meter title (12.10) and anchored the Gifth-place 4x 100
130.33) during the first state meet «t Dayton's Welcome Stadsem.

Ln route [0 the stale competition, Bates won 14 OVAC championships. including four
straight 100- and HH-meeter Gitles, She also cladmed 12 disarier ard 10 regonat champion
ships during her carcer. while mnning a personal best time of 1195, which siill stands as
Meadowbrook™s afl-time best amd is the seqond-best in Ohic Vdiey history,

After her prep career, Bates signed to run at Wheeling Jesuit Einiversity, She competed just
one sqason before developing an injury, which proved 10 be carcer cading. She attempted o
comeback afier ransferning to Muskingum University, but the injury was simply too much
(0 OVCrgoHme.

While on the truck is where Bates made her mark, she alse lettered twice in busketball and
was an honorable mention all-league selection

Matt Powell (Atnicte - 1990s)

Mase Powell (Barnesville High School. Class of 1990). This former
Shamrocks didn’t just score the bail, he filled it up every night during
an impressive four-year carcer with 2,174 career points {still in the top
30 abl-time in Ohio.

Powell helped lead the Shamrocks to their first trip to the Ohio Swoeet
16 during his senior scason in which he scared 32 points per game en
route 1o First-team all-Ohio avcoldades by both The Associated Press sl
Unuted Press Intertanonal

UPI sclected him as its Division HI state player of the year, 1 worthy
honor when you consider he seored 760 points that scason, connected on
60, three-point goals and was 168-0f-203 from the Joul line. That senior-year explosion fol-
lowed a junior scasen in which he scored 621 points and hix 46 “weys™.

Powell made an immediate impast for the Shamrocks. He seored 282 points as a freshman
and then reafly 100k off, poaring in 5190 points as a sophomore.

His presence 15 sull felt at Barnesville, He owns three of the top Tour point otuls ever
recorded at Bamnesville. His single-gume high of 45 runked third and his 60 bonus baskets
rank second all-time. Powell's career points wwd free throws made (411 ure school records.,

Along with being recognized as all-Ohio, Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio
North-South All-Star Games, He was the captain of the all-OVAC Class AAA cam. Eastern
Dustrict Player of the Year. District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valley Big
School wam. He was selected 10 the Disteict 12 Basketball Couches Association Hall of
Fame in 2000

After his prep carcer. Powell originally wem o the Air Foree Academy. but transferred back
to Rio Grunde College wnd eiched his nume into its Jore,

He scored 2,367 cireer pownts at the colfege level. which is second in Rio Grande history 10
only Bevo Francis, He ied Rio Grande 1o the NATA National Tournament in Tulsu, Qkluhana
during his senior season. He was a three-lime all-Mid Ghio Conlerenee seleclion, a two-time
all-Districe 22 honoree and a NALA All-Amcerican Honorable Mention choice after the 1992+
93 campaign, As a senior at Rio Grande. Powell. who battled a foot injury during his junior
campatgn, scored TU3 points and served as a co-captain,

Zach Amedro (Adlete - 20005)

Zach Amedro (John Marshall High School. Class of 2003). The Gl
Valley has produced several prolific passers in s history, This formier
Monarch 1s near the 1op in cvery passing category there s,

Ax a senior, Amedro fintshed fourth in the balloing for the Kennedy
Award and was a first-team all-stae selection afier putting forth one of the
most prolific statistical scasons in history. He completed 188-of-289 pass-
s for 2939 yards and 33 wuchdowns. He also ran for six touchdowns,

That compicted a hrilliant three-year sunt as quarterback in which he
threw tor more than 6000 vards und 33 touchdowns. He completed 426-
of-701 career pusses

Along with his state-wide honors. Amedro wis named AILOVAC and was the offensive
captain of The Inicligencer's All-Vatley team. In 2002, he was the newspaper’'s “Sophomore
of the Year.”

After originally attending then FCS member Appalachiun State, Amedro transferred back io
the Ohio Valley and had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he twice finisked as run-
ncr-up for the Harlzn Flill Award, which is the Division I equivalent o the Heisman Trophy.

Amedro et Division I passing records for yards (14.733) and completions (1,07, His
thiry 300-vasd passing games were alse the best in Division 1T history.

In leading the Hilheppers w the NCAA Division 1T pluyolfs as a senior, Amedro finished
329-0f-485 for 4058 yurds und 3% ouchdowns it 10 games. He had a scason-high cight
touchdowns und 44 completions.

Buring Amedro’s junior season. the Hilltoppers won the WVIAC title and qualificd for the
playoffs. avenging their only loss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinbora.

Amedro was twice named WVIAC “Player of the Year™ and was a first-team Division 1
All-American and second-1eam Smaull Colicge All-American by The Associated Press.,

Kacie Vavrek (athlete - 20005)

Raeie Yaveek (Bellare High School, Class of 2002). You name the sport
urwl this former Big Red shined brightly,

A four-year letterman in three sports, Vaveek left her biggest marks on the
basketball court und on the track.

In baskctball, Vavrek scored in bunches, She finished her prep cureer wilh
1.631 points, which ut the time of her graduation was 10ps amongst Bellaire
females. Its since been broken by her sister, Ashiey,

Puring her senior season. Vaveek led the arca in scoring al 23.9 points
a game, She wus numed firststeam All-Grhio, All-Disrict 12, Al-OVAC,
Eastern District “Player of the Year” and fittshed fourth m the voting for
Ohio’s Ms. Busketball.

Vavrek ook purt in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC All-S1ur Game. She
led the South syuikl with 20 points in that contest.

As o junier. Vavrek scored an an OV-best 22.7 points per game ¢lip. $he was numed first-
team All-Ghic, All-Eastern District, All-District 12, AN-OVAC and cuplained the All-Valley
cum.

Omn the track, Vavrek was one of the arca’s ali-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers.
Vaveek finished her prep carcer with 10 state ineduls. Taking that a step forther, she won a
Iriv of Mate championships.

Alter reaching the state final in the highs as o freshman and sophomore to come up shoit,
Vavrek broke through @ 4 junior by wintning the st title. She was fourth in the low hurdles
and [ifth in the high jump that scason as well,

As a senior. Vavrek went double-gold. She dufended her high hurdic 1itle and added 1he
lows. which was an cvent she didn’t compete in often carly in her cazeer. She was a four-time
placer in the high jump. Vavoeks personal-hest time of 1433 had been the valley s all-time
best.

Along with ker state speeess, Vaviek was a four-time OVAC high hurdie champion, All
1old, she won or played a roke in 11 gonference trikk titles and helped the Big Reds claii
WO [eam crowns,

Vavrek was adso i standout i volleyball. She was chosen as Al-FOVAC and played in both
the District 12 and OVAC All-Star Games.

Vavrek was named the Ohia Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Female Athlete of the Year for 2002,

With opportunitics 1o run track or play hoops. Vavrek clected 10 continue her roundball
carcer at Kent State University. She was a four-vear player for the Flashes and started in 22
games during her career.

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of

Dr. Nick Trombetta

Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District
Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa.

“As a former OVAC couach, I am aware of the unigue role that this conference plays in the lives of the member
schools’ student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship are a tribute 1o your ded-
icated leadership und is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame
is providing an oppormunity to recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue 1o inspire and
motivate today’s athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure o play a smail part in your continuing success.”
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Ross Stoltz (OvAC Contributer)

Ross Stefrz (Naponee High School (Nebraska). Class of 1963). He
has heen a tree (riend and supporter of the conferenve. most evidem
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC McDonald’s All-Star Band which
entertains the crowd during pregame and halftime a the annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game cach July. The band features
some of the best musicians trom schools throughout the conference who
come together lor a weck prior to the game and never disappoint with a
spectacular performance.

Under Stoliz” leadership, McDonald's also is a sponsor of the OVAC
Kick-Off Classic: the West Virginia “Super Six™ State Football Championships which have
become o (ixture at Wheeling [sland Stadivm: and has a strong local involvement with many
arpa schools including band spensorships. stadium banners. scoreboards and yearbooks as
well as donating 1o area track meets and baseball events,

McDonald's is also a yvearly sponsor of the highly-regarded -~ Beast of the East™ sowmmer
baseball tournament which has become a summerttime staple in the Ohio Vallev: a major
sponsor of the area’s professional hockey team - the Wheeling Nailers: an donates annually
to the local YMCA.

Stoltz personally presents local nominations w athlewes for the prestigious McDonald's
High School All-American Classic,

He began his career with McDonald's in 1965 as a 17.vear 0ld crew member, After serv-
ing in the LS. Army (1967-70) and attending the University of Nebmska (Class of 1973),
he returned 10 McDonald™s in various capacities startng in 1974 and since 1996 has been
the Gwner/Operator of 10 MeDonald™s restaurants throughour the Ohio Valley (Barnesville,
Belmont, Elm Grove. Martins Ferry, Moundsville. St.Clairsville. Trizdeiphia. Warwowd and
Woodsfield).

Stolz has received the Golden Arch Award. the Melonald's Corporation’s highest recog-
niticn for an OwnerOperator that recognizes a focus on customer service. vutstanding food
quality and restiurant operations, and exceptional contributions to the local community.
He's a board member of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Morgantown: a Tong
time sponsor for McDonald’s MAC Grants for Teachers program: and provides extensive
suppoert to local schools,

Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph ovac Family)

Arthur *Butch” Joseph (Bellaire High School. Class of 1963). When
the conference needs to keep things “rumning” in the fall or the spring.
Joseph has been the go-to guy for many vears as a member of the OVAC
Track and Cross Country commintees. serving as co-chairman of the track
committes with his wife. Donna. an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007.

A veteran of the United States Air Foree who served during the Vietnam
War, he started ofticiating local track meets in the early 1970s and began
his association with the OVAC in the late 19805, assisting Flovd Deaton
with the OVAC Volleyball Championships and being responsible for com-
piting the weekly conference standings in that sport.

Joseph has been an integral pant of the OVAC Cal Giftin Track Championships dating back
to the days when the small school divisions were contested at Shadyside's Fleming Field. and
he also assisted with the big schoel meets a1 Bellaire™s Nelson Field either behind the scenes
oF as an an-track official.

Tt was Joseph’s vision 1o convert the OVAC Track Championships to their current format.
It was his desire to have the best athletes. regardless of class. compete against one-another
in an overall championship meet. which is how the event has been contested since 2010 at
St. Clairsville High.

Joseph has also been the man behind the computer responsible for the pre-event preparation
and timing/scoring *at the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Country Championships on the campus of
Meadowbrook High School in Byesville for more than [3 vears.

Along with his wife. Joseph received the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Service award in 1997,

Dave Caldwell (Coaches)

Dave Caldwell (Beallsville High School, Class of 1973). He proved the
thewry of “the [ittle engine that could™ by achieving a tremendous amaount
of success coaching football and one of the smallest schools around.
compiling a record of 196-102-1 during his 29 vears as head coach of
hix atma mater.

Caldwell began his coaching carger as an assistant at Caldweil High
under Mike Devol and then retumed “home™ to Beallsville where he
assisted J.B. Majors for two seasons (1981-82) . He was clevated to the
head coaching post in 1993 and held that job until retiring in 2011,
Under Caldwell's guidance. the Blue Devils won six Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Class A championships {1988, 1992, 1994, 2000, 2006 and 20111 and
six Pioneer Valley Conference titles. Beallsvalle reached the OHSAA playoffs eight times
(1994, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2006, 2007. 2008, 2001) and posted a playoff record of 3-8, That
ingluded a run to the Division VL. Region 23 championship and a spot in the state semifinals
in 1994 and 4 career-capping 10-3 season in 2011 when BHS advanced 10 the D-VI, Region
23 title comest.

Caldwell was tabbed “Coach of the Year™ in the Exsiem District and PYC multiple times
and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game five times (1989, 1993,
2001. 2005 and 2009) with a -3 record in the mid-summer ¢lassic,

Caldwell. who made a brief coaching return as an assisiam at Shenandoah in 2014, alse
assisted in basketball and track during his time at Beallsville.

As an athlete, he was a three-sport performer at Beallsville High School (feotbadl. busker-
ball and track). playing on the schoal's first unbeaten foatball team in 1972, He wenl on to
play foothall for tour vears at Muskingum College. carning his degree there in 1977 and later
oblaining a master’s degree {rom Salem University.

Jeff Harrison (Media)

Jeff Harrisen (Marins Ferry High School, Class of 1977}, He has
been a member of the sports media for 33 years and counting. including
the last 17 at The Daily Jeffersonian in Cambridge where he has been the
Sports Editor since 2007, Prior o that, he spent |8 years at The Times
Leader in Marting Ferey.

He originated the concept of the Chio Valley Ashletic Conference Hall
of Fame in 2004: is a member of the selection committee and in charge of
producing the program for that event. He's also a member of the OVAC
Softball Committee and OVAC Coach of the Year Selection Committee
and previously handled publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star
Football Game for seven years.,

Harrison was also the catalyst behind the formation of the District 12 Baskethall Coaches
Association Hall of Fame in 2008. serving as Chairman of the Hall of Fame Selection
Commitiee and handling publicity since that time; and is a member of the Marting Ferry
High School Athletic Hall of Fame Committee. serving as the primary researcher/biographer
for that group.

He is a member of The Associated Press East District Selection Commitiee for foothall/
boys’ basketball/girls’ hasketball, serving as chairman since 2009; an AP state poll voter
a member of the Ohio High Schowl Athlelic Association Media Advisory Commitee and
a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. He was the 2006 recipient of the
Eastern Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association’s Media Award ; District
12's selection for the Ohio High School Baskethall Coaches Association Hall of Honor in
2015 and has won several OPSWA writing contest awards.

Harrison, who attended Ohio Univerity Eastern and currently resides in Byesville,
authored the book Holding Court: The Gene Ford Story (2003). the biography of the legend-
ary Cambridge High Schoel boys’ basketball coach.

He alse served as public address announcer at several venues over the years, including
Martins Ferry football and buys’ basketball, Meadowbrook girls” basketball and the District
12 Adl-Star Basketball Classic: and was a youth baschallisoltball coach for 22 vears in the
Martins Ferry Civics Athletic Association and the Guernsey Valley Baseball Association.

Terry Leggett (Coaches)

Terry Leggen (Midvale High School, Class of 1965), The ultra-successful
Legpett began his coaching career as an assistant at Skvvue High School
and then was head coach there for two seasens (1973-74 and “74-75).

He went to old Zane Truce High School for the next two years (*75-76
and *76-77) and when that school consolidated with Madison High to be-
come Buckeye Trail. Leggent was numed the school's first coach.

His initial Warrior sqead ([977-78) accomplished a remarkable feat,
posting a perfect 18-0 regular season (21-1 overall) and winning the
OVAC Class A champicaship. sectional and distrer titles and finishing
runper-up in the regional, losing a 4342 hearbreaker 10 fndian Valley
South.

During his 12 years at Trail (he called it quits following the 1988-89 season). the Warriors
never had a losing season and amassed an incredible 225-50 record. That included two trips
tor the OHSAA Class A “Final Four™ -- his 1982-83 team went 25-1 and she 1986-86 1eam
turned things around after a 4-5 start (o make the state semifinals and finish 20-7,

Leggeti-coached Trail teams won nine sectional titles, five district crowns and two regional
champicnships and he was named UPE Class A Ohio “Co-Coach of the Year™ in [983. His
teams won OVAC titles four straight years (78,779, 80 and "8 1) and were state-runked six
times. He was named overall QVAC “Coach of the Year™ in 1978 and was also a four-time
District 12 “Coach of the Year™ honoree. All told. his teams compiled & 268-92 record in 16
SEASONS,

He coached in the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic three times and was an assistant coach
in the Ohio North-South All-$tar Game once.

A praduate of Findlay College. he served as an Eastern District Board member and was the
Game Director of the District [2 Basketball All-Star Game tor many vears. He also served
on the Rules [nterpretation Committee of the OHSAA.

Inducted into the school's Athietic Hall of Fame in 1997, Leggett was also a physical educa-
tion teacher and athletie director during his days at Buckeve Trail. He passed away in 2009,

Sl
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Roger Sowers (orcial

Roger Sowers (Roseville High School. Class of 1932). He spent a num-
ber of years in various reles - conch, athletic director., guidance counselor,
principal and instructor - but Sowers is probably best known as a long-
time basketball otficial,

Sowers, who spent more than 3 vears in education. began @ a bas-
kethall coach. serving four vears as head coach at Pleasant City High
and seven vears ab Barnesville High. posting a combined [ 30-99 record

He officiated his first varsity baskethail game in 1959, and became a
full-time referee n 1968 once his coaching days were over, He worked - - y
40 vears over [ive decades, including nearly 2 quarter of 4 century as 2 toarmamend offteaal
at the sectional. disteict and regional levels.

He was a charter member of the Eust Central Ohio Officials Asseciation in the Cambridge
area. serving as president, rules inferpreter and on the executive board wver the years. He
also served ds president of the Ghio Association of Baskeaball Officials

Sowers. who also officiated ar the college level e the Ohio Athletic Conference., spent
20-plus years teaching & basketball officiaung course at Ohio LUmiversity Eastern, with sev-
cral of his former students tater becoming high school and college officials

He was inducted into the Ghio High School Athketic Association’s Officials Hall of Fane
n 1995: received a Distinguished Service Award {rom the District 12 Busketball Coaches
Assoctation and a Menitortous Award from the OHSAA 1in 1998 for 40 vears of service
The Roger Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000, with the
searly recipient a Barnesville High senior planring 1o anend Ghio University Eastern and
major in education

A Crovksviile native. he camed a bachelor's degree from Marneia College where he was
a four-year letterman in basebail and & one-year letterman in basketball. and obtained his
maxters degree from West Virginia University

He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64,

Bill Gompers (19405 Athlete)

Bilf Gompers (Wheeling Cenwral High School. Class of 1945).He was
an honored runing back on twao ap Maroon Knight football teamns and
alsu lettered on two stite Catholic Tournament championship baskesball
ams

A two-time selection on the five-team Al-City tootball honor roll. the
two-way standout helped Central win the 1943 City Championship with
a 9-1 regular season record before the Knights competed in a post-5eason
Steel Bowl contest won, 20-19 by Rochester.

As 2 senior in the first year of OVAC compention, he was (cam co-
captain un a 6-3-1 record Knight squad

In basketball. Gompers competed on iwo 1eams which extended the Knights™ streak o
five consecutive W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships.The 1944 team went 22-3 in
regular season and Catholic Tournument play beflore the Knights wan twa ol three games in
the Eastern States Catholiv Tournament. That team was coached by charter OVAC Hall of
Fame coach Jim Foti.

Both Gompers and Foti were among inductees inte the charter Wheeling Central High
School Sports Hall of Fame.

During Gompers” senior season, e 6-Toot-[. 180-pound buck was offered foutball schol-
arships at several colleges but oped for Notre Dame where he Jettered for three seasons
and played both ways on two Irish leams proclaimed as Natignal Champions = 1946 (3.0-1
record) and [947 (9-0), which was led by Heisman Trophy winner Johnay Lujack. Gompers.
cited as a top blocker. averaged 6.8 yards a curry, He played inthe 1936 scoreless tie vs.
Army which was labeled the “Game of Lhe C‘.ntur\

Gompers was selected (o play on the College Afl-Star wam which played the NFL cham
pinnts, the Chicago Cardinals. in a post-weason game.

Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pro All-Anerican Foothall Conference. he played hoth
ways for one season is the team bowed 1o the Cleveland Browns in the championship game.

William ‘Catfish’ Hearst (19505 Athlete)

Wittiam “Catfish” Hearst (Wellsburg High School, Class of 19591 The
first sprinter in the Ohio Vitlley and W. Va. 1o break the 30-second barrier
at 40 yards, he was dominant at the quarter mile, which he didn’t start
running until his junior season. and 220 yards while also competitive in
the 100 and long jump.

As asentor, he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W.Va, Regional
and stae meets—-a repeat title—the one-class OVAC meet where he
was wp scorer, the Bellaire, Toronto, Wellsburg and Mansfield Relays.
and was one of only two Ohta Valley athietes 1o ever win an individual
event al the most prestigious Midwest imvitational meet. His 49.6 mark
at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-30-second clocking. and he time and all-time best
49.1 at the W Va. regional meet, Al the one-class state meet, he repeated as 440 champion
with a record 49.5 mark and also won the 230 with a record-tying 2201 time. As a junior. he
won the state 340 1n 3005 sceonds,

He was high scorer o the Bellaire Relays event featuring athletes from three states and
won by a Paul Wartield-led Warren H‘irdmﬂ team. Hearst won the 100 (10.0). was second in
the 22{h and won the 440 (39 61 with lwo meet records.

A two-time All-Valley Track honoree at 100, 220 and 440, the Wellsburg Express was
selected captiin as a senior and noted as “the greatest quarter-miler produced in these parts.”.

Hearst also was a four-year foatball and three-year basketball player and competed in the
1959 W.Vu-Otio All-Star football game won by W.Va.. 7-6.

He atiended W. Va. State and also served in the US. Army during the Vietnam War. Afer
returning home. he was a long-time coach of the Chio Va][cv Track Club. a centified track
official and helped coach at Bethany College. An arnual Menorial Scholarship m his name
1s presented each year at Brovke ngh

Hearst passed away in 2002,

Roger Alford (1960s Athiete)

Roger Alford (Wintersville High School. Class of 19621, He was a
racial pioneer at West Virginia University and the Southem Conference
after a three-sport career al old Wintersville High,

Alford competed in football. baskeiball and track for the Golden
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Kettlewell ax "one
of the two best football playens ! coached™ atong with OVAC Hall of
Famer Alan Jack. who later starred at Ohio State University.

In football. the 3-foot-10. 225-pound tackle was All-OVAC Class
AAL All-Valley “RBig School™ fiest seam. and All-Easiern Ohio 1irst team
all-class selection.

The Mountaingers broke the “color barrier™ in 1962 when they recruited Alford and
Tullback Pick Lefirdge of Hinton, W.Va. the first African-Americans (o wear 2 WYL
foothid] uniform. After playing on the freshman team. Alford ketiered three varsity seasons
and started the last two as an offensive guard. He was named to the 1960-69 All-Decade
Team at WV,

In 1999, he wax inducted postumously into the WYU Sports Hall of Fame,

He was the founth Alford brother to attend college and play tootball. His brother Bob co-
caplained the Kent State team in 1961, Roger carned four degrees from WV completing
his studies for bachelor's. master ‘s, physical therapy and dental degrees, He was o dentisi in
Detroit when he died in 1996,

Alford was a starter in at least three memorable WYL games - the 63-48 win over Pittin
1965; the 28-27 upset win over Ko. 9 Svracuse in 1964 and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl
game vs. Utah in Adantic City.

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athtete)

Yo “Knute” Franckliauser (Sweubenville Catholic Central High
School, Class of 19551.The 6-fool, 195-pound wffensive end-detensive
back was the leading scorer as a senior on a -1 revord Crusader team, the
school's best record simee 1946, He landed mine touchdown passes - high
for that era - and returned three pass interceptions for scores, His best
output was 1n a 43-6 win gver Wellsville when he scored on an 8-vard
1Y reception and retumned two miergeptiuns for 57- and 69-yard scores

An All-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio honoree, he competed i the
Ohio-W.Va. Ali-Star gume won by Ohio. 31-20.

He accepted a scholarship o Purdue University where he letiered three
vears and started as a junior and senior as 1he eam’s leading pass receiver. He was aamed
team MYP us a senior. He helped the Boilermakers upset the nation™s No. 1 ranked team.
Michigan Sue. in 1937, A second team All-Big Ten honoree as a senior. he played in |7
career games with 3¢ seceptions for 611 yards and four TDs.

He was the 33rd overall selection m the 1959 NFL Draft thied round by the Los Angeles
Rams. In his rookie season. the vomerback had three intereeptions,

[n 1960, he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft and became
the first Cowboy to carry the bail by returning the opening kickoff in the maugural regular
NCASON e,

After two years with the Cowboys, he capped his fivesvear, 58-game pro career with a two-
vear stint on the Minnesota Vikings. He wis foreed to retire in 1964 after sufferng a bram
igury during a tackle m a tratnang camp sertmmage. He had 13 career snterceptions.

A first cousin of OVAC Hall of Famer Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997,

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athlcic)

Dick Tomlinson (Wheeling High School. Class of 1961), He was a
6-lvot-5, 2 10.pound lhru.-sporl standout who was a rare lwo-year ™
all-class, first tcam All-State basketball honorec: state and OVAC track
star with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 10G-vard
sprinil and feotball quarterback, He ewrned a basketball scholarship 10
the University of Florida and set a school game poit record.

Abold Wheeling High. he competed in basketball. football and rack for
three years and also golf as a senior.

In basketball. besides being a two-time “Big” allclass and Class AAA
all-stater, he was twice captain uf both the OVAC largest Class AAA
and the five-school All-City honor roils. He averaged 23 points a pame both as a junior and
senfor - the top marks in the city and OVAC Class AAAL As 2 senior and team captain, he led
the Wildeats to sectional and regional titles and into the state tournament before howing 1o
Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals. He carned All-Tournament honors,
I track. the scnior bean caplain won the state one-class shot put (51-4 [/2) and placed Jth i
the 100-vard dash. He was second in the shot put as a junior.

Tombinson was All-Valley both in sprints and weights, At the OVAC mect. he won the shot
put (51-3 3/&) and placed second in the 100 and third at 220 vards,

Lre football. the rangy quarterback was team co-captain and wam MVP as a senior. He camed
AN-City two years and was selected captain as 2 senior, He rated mention on the All-OVAC
and All-State Class AAA two vears. As a senior. he led the Wildeats to their fourh sizaight
City uitle and 6-3-1 record including un 13- 14 upset of eventual state Class AAA champion
Weir. the only Juss for the Red Riders led by Keanedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley.

At the Untversity of Flonda, afier playing on the freshman basketball team. he started three
varsity seusons and played in 72 gamees with 862 points and 529 rebounds while shooting
49.2% {rom the floor and 73.2% at the line,

As a pinior. he set Gator school records with 44 points including 19 goals in a win over
Tampa. The 44-points currently ranks No, 2 all-time in school history, As a senor, he aver-
aged 12.9 points and 7.1 rebounds.
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Gary Repella (19705 Athtete)

Gary Repelia {Steubenville High School. Class of [970). He enjoyed
stellar careers in baskethall. basebalt and funtball for the Big Red.

It was in heops that led to a collegiate scholarship as Ghio Smate
coaching legend Fred Taylor inked the lalented 6-3 guard. one year after
landing St1. John Central star Allan Hornyak.,

Repella helped lead Steubenville 10 a 23-1 mark as @ senior as Big
Red. under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Waut. claimed the OVAC Class
AdA championship, He averaged [8.F points per game n becoming
the district player-of-the-year while being named first-tcam All-Ohio.

Repella was a two-time All-Valley “Big School™ and AU-OVAC honoree. He scored in
double Ttgures in every game as a semior for the well-balanced Big Red. He averaged 15
POINLS per gEme as a junion

He was also a gem gn the diamondd, starting for three seusons. The shck-fielding second base-
man helped Steubenville win the OVAC utle in his senior season of 1968 with a 22-7-1 marh.

In his final campaign. he batted 357 on the strength of 35 hits while being named first-
team All-Valley, There was no ANl-OVAC team at that time.

Repella was selected to play in the Ohio All-Star Game in Columbus. which also signi-
fied All-State honors, He was also a key performer for the Steubenville Legion team which
carned a berth i the state tournament m Athens.

Repella was a two-year starter m football at Steubenville. As a senior, he directed the
ground-oriented Big Red 10 a 7-2-1 record. 1ving powerhouse Massitlon. He completed
30-0f-64 passes for 517 yvards and five TDs that fall,

Afler graduating from Sieubenville High. Repella ok his versatile talents 0 Columbus
to play basketball a1 OSU.

The NCAA had a rule in place prohibiting (reshmen w play on the varsity squad. but
Repella made the most of his ume wsth the Buckeves™ frosh. leading the team with 2 19.2
scoriny average. A back mjury slowed his sophomore campaign when he started two games
and played in 15, He tallied 10 points in his firse start that season against Butler. As a junior,
he served as a backup to Hornyak. a three-time first-team All-Big Ten honoree,

Repella became a full-time starter as a senjor, and he was second on the team with 59
assists while averaging 7.6 points a game, with a high game of 19 points. He played in 23
of 24 games and started £9 as a two-guard.

He stell resicles in Steubenvalle, serving the city Tor many vears as law direcior, His daughs
ter. Liz, was a 2.000-point hoop scorer for Big Red before starring at WVU.

Jami Bendle (19905 Athlete)

Jami Bendle (Edison High School. Class of 1993}, This former
Wildcat ace was absolutely donsinant in the pitchmg circle throughout
her prep and collegiate careers,

Her pitching stats were simply mind-boggling, Bendle finished with
an 86-14 career record, which was an Ohio Valley record at the time of
her praduation. She worked 649 innings, whale recording 780 strikeouts
against just 150 career walks. She allowed only 257 hits, Those stats
certiinly weren't hollow either, as they translated to three OVAC utles.
three sectional crowas. three distriet titles and a pair of trips to the Ohio
State Tournament.

Ax a serigr, which was the first year of the Edison 1ocal éonsolidation, Bendle s work in
the circle helped the Wikdcats reach the Division I regional tournament wath 2 290 record
She defeated Upper Arlington. while throwing o no-hitter. in the semifinals. Thetr quest for
return trip to state came up short against Westerville South,

During her junior scason. Bendie guided Edison South o the Division 12 state final where|
it fell. 6-1, to Tallmadge. As a sophomore, Edison South advanced to the state semifinals
behind Bendle’s right arm before falling to LaGrange Keystone. 4-2.

Bendle's accomplishments didn’t go unnoticed. She was named all-OVAC four limes and
twice eamed conference plaver of the vear. She was twice named 1o the first-team all-Ohio
squrd and onee 10 the second-team all-state unit. She was a four-time all-Eastern District pick
and four-vear member of the all River Valley League team.

Bendle’s prep prominence earned her the right to pitch at the Division I Hevel. She attended
Eas| Caroling University, helping the Pirates 10 win three consecutive Big South tiles, She
was first-team ali-Big South 2s 2 jusior and second-team as a senior.

While earning four letters at ECU, Bendie Jed the eam in wins and sirikeouts for three
straight seasons. She had 27 victories in 1997 and also had 32 complete games that season.
She finished at ECU ranked second in school history m games pitched {1361, games started
(118). complete games (92). innings pitched (755). strikeouts (32R8). wins (79} and shutouts
(27}. She compiled a |.86 earned run average, which ranked fourth in school history., Also
a standout in the classroom. Bendle carmed Academic All-Amenican district honors in 1998,

Chris Jones (1980s Athlete)

Chris Jones (John Marshall High School. Class of [982). Bob
Montgomery has authored a legendary career as the longtime heud base-
ball ceach at John Marshall. fn hus four-plus decades at the Monarch helm.
he has parnered nearly 900 wins, so when he says Chris Jones is the “hest
high schoul player I've coached.” it has impact. The walenied righthander,
who also vielded a potent bat. has the stats 10 back up that staternent.

In hix three years on the Monarchs’ mound. Jones reeorded an amaving
30-3 pitching mark. Two of his sethacks were shutous defeats. He helped
IM captuse three successive OVAC 44 titdes { [1980-82) while compiling a
brellsant 84-15-1 record.

Jones started his JM career on o high note. compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as a sophomore
as Montgomery s charges won an emazing 31 of 33 starts, Jones was accorded second-team
afl-valley™s honors that spring.

Hy raised his fevel of play even more as a junior, dazzling both as a hurler and o hitter as JM
compiled @ stellar 23-4 mark. At the plale, Jones led the valley with a smoking 500 batting
average, going 46-o0.92 with eight doubles. six nples. three homers and 31 RBI while scor-
ing 26 runs. As 2 pitcher. he won 10 of 11 decisions, striking out £22 tn 78 innings of work.
He had 0 miniscude 1,62 ERA while walking just 31 batters. He earned firsi-team. all-state.
all-Valley and al-OVAC plaudits that spring.

Jones was just 25 dominating as a senjor. helpig JM garner a 28-9-1 record, He struck out
171 basters in 97 innings of work, He was [ 1-2 on the mound with a 1.61 ERA. He bated 393
with 44 hits and an Ohio Valley-leading eight home runs. He knocked in 37 runs and scored 32
more. He blasted six triples and two doubles, He was named co-captain of the afl-Valley team
while also being named fisst-icam all-West Virginia, all-OVAC and all-Mountaineer League.

Jones also sparkled on the gridiron as a senior. eaming honerable mention all-OVAC honors
as a defensive bagk.

The Obio State Umversity won the recruiting battle for the talented Monarch, Jones was
in the Buckeyes' starting rotativn us 2 sophomore and junior. going 8-8 with 134 strikeouts,
The Toronto Blue Jays drafted him s the fourth round after his junior vear. He piiched sevens
seasons in the minors, reaching the Class AAA Jevel.

Scot Maffe (1980s Athlete)

Scot Maffe (Beliaire High School, Class of 1983). Be it tootball. bas-
ketball or bascbhall. Maffe delivered in quality fashion for the Big Reds.

Although equally productive in all three sports. baseball was his linch-
pit, After bus stelbar Big Reds” diumond career, he matriculated 10 Ohio
University where he played basehall three vears for the Athens-based
Bobeats, lettering twice,

Mafie was a four-year letterwinner in baseball at Bellaire, carning a
mytiad of honors after establishing a host of school records. When he
completed his Big Reds” carcer. be owned the fellowing bascball records:
season at-bats (105). carcer singles (85), doubles in a game (3). triples
in a game {2). RBL in a game (&), carcer runs (93). stolen bases in a game (4), scason {33)
and carcer (55): innings piwched season (76). career (2023 and pitching wins season (12).
career (164,

He was a tirsi-team all-OVAC. all-Distriet and all-Valley honoree in all three sports as a
senior. He was also selected 10 play in all three OVAC All-Star games.

Maffe was & two-vear staner i quanierback tor Coach John Magistro in feotball. He was
special mention all-Ohio as a senior along with first team all-Castern District and alI-OVAC
He was alse the Big Reds™ captan.

Maffe was a slick and savvy pomnt guard for Coach Gene Ammirante on the hardwood
earmtng honorable mention all-OVAC as a jumor and first team honors as a seneor.

Fhe threc-year hoop letierwinner was a sceond-team all-Valley honoree as a junior. He
enjoved a banper senior campaign. eaming first-team all-OVAC, all-District and all-Vakley
honors while also being a special mention all-Ohio honoree.

Mike Snively (19905 Athlete)

Mike Snively (Rever High School. Class of 1992, There wasn'ta spart
or season where this former Pilot didn't leave a lusting mark as he earned
all-state status in three sports,

Playing for his father and fellow OVAC Hall of Famer, Terry. tn foot-
hall. Snively finished hus career with 5,192 vards and 43 touchdowns, As
a senjor, he threw for 2,153 of those yards and 16 wuchdowns. He also
handled the kicking and punting duties. posting 1E PATs and a punting
average of 36.3 yards.

During his junior season, he passed for 1,639 yards and 11 touch-
downs. He also had 33 tackies from his safety spot that season.

During his career, Snively was named firsi-team all-Ohio as a senior and second-team as
a Junior He was also first-tcam all-OVAC, all-Eastern District and all-Valley, He was also
an all-distnct pick as a sophorore as well,

Snively plaved in the OVAC All-Star Game where he was voted 2 team captain,

When the winter rolled around, Snively didn’t stow down, On the basketball court, he
scored 1415 points and knocked down 214 career three-point goals, which was an Chio
Valley record when he graduated. As a senior, Snively fed the Ohio Valley with 74 three-
point goals, He scored 514 points during his senior season en route (o third-team all-Ohio.
frst-team all-Eustern Distnet. all-Valley, all-District 12 and all-OVAC co-captainey,

As a junior. Snively poured 1n 22.4 points a comtest o go along with 7.1 rebounds. three
assists and 2.3 steals, He connected on 71 three-point goals that season en route to honorabie
mention atl-Ohio. first-team all-Eastern District, ail-OVAC and all-Valley,

As o sophomore. Snively scored 17.9 points a game and had an outing where he knocked
in 10 benus poals, which s still a River High secord.

In the spring. Snivelv shined at shorisiop and pitcher for the Pilots. He finished his career
as @ 377 hitier wah 97 hits, 64 RBI und seven home tuns. As a senior, Snively batted 617,
which was an OVAC record at the time. He posted a 3-3 record on the mound with a 1.63
earned run average, He struck out 30 and walked 10 in 51 innings of work.

Snively was a finst-icam all-state selection as a senior and played in Ihe prestigious
Mizuno All-Star Game. He was the OVAC Class 3A Plaver of the Year along with ail-East-
em Distriet. all-Vallev and all-EOBL. He baned 404 s & junior was all-OVAC. all-Eastern
District and abl-EOBL.

After his prep career, Snively atended Glenville State College 10 play football and bas-
kethabl. He bater coached at Glenvatle and was the interinn head baskethall coach st Bluefield
State College where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA at 24 vears old. He also
coached women's baskethall, women’s tennis and sottball al Bluefield.
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Nate Davis (Atnlete - 2000s)

Nate Davix (Bellaire High School. Class of 2006) = It didn’t matter the
sport or season because 1his (ormer Big Reds® standoul juse ol it done.

A four-year fetterman i basketball and a three-year letierman in foot-
ball. Davas re-wrote the Big Reds record books in both sports,

As a basketball player. Davis did it both on the inside and outside for
Gene Ammirante's team. Afier helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA
Division N1 Siate Tournament i 2004, Davix led the Big Reds back fo the
regional in 2005 and to an undeleated regular season in 2006.

He finished his prep career with 2,562 points, which ranks ninth in
Qhio history. Davs did much more than score the ball, however, as he
also grabbed 1,175 rebounds. which ranks seventh in the Buckeye State. and he passed out
mare than SO0 assists.

During his senior campaign, Davis averaged 38.9 points a contest en roule 1o first-team
all-Ohie accolades. He was i finalist for Mr. Basketball and was the Eastern Distnct, District
12 and QOVAC Class 3A player of the year, He took part in both the Ohio North-South and
Ohio-Kentacky Ab-Star games.

On the Toutball ficld, Davis was just as impressive for Coach ohn Magistro's wam,

In his career. Davis completed 454-0t-925 passes for 7.345 vards and 8E touchduwns. As
a ~sophomore. Davis guided the Big Reds to the Divasion 1V state semifinals. throwing lor
2.296 vards and 22 touchdowns.

The Big Reds returned to the state semifinals m 2003 when Davis passed for 2,740 yards
and 35 wuchdowns

Dravis wax Ohio's Division [V Offensive Player of the Year as a sentor, He was a first-team
ali-Ohisan as both a junior and senior and camed secend-team accolades as a sophomore.
He was fiest-team all-OVAC three times and took part in both the Ohio North-South and
OVAC All-B1ar games.

Along with his foothall and basketball prowess, Davis also lettered in basehall. He helped
lead the Big Reds 10 the regional championship i 2003 when he was the club’s every day
catcher,

As o senior, Davis went out for track and won the OVAC discus title with a toss of 140
fi..9m

Davis inked a scholarship o Bali State University and won the starung quarterback job as
a true freshman. Adl wld, e spent three seasons ws the Cardinals™ starting quarterback before
announcing he'd forego his senior season 10 enter the NFL Drait

A1 Ball State, Davis passed For 9.233 vards and 74 wuchdowns. He was named the Mid
American Conference™s Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a firs-team all-MAC
selection. Mo was a finatist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State team MVP hath
as a sophemore and junior.

As a junior. he led the Cardinals o 2 12-0 record and berth in the MAC Championship
Game

Alter opting 10 enter the draft, Davis was sclected in the Aifth round by the San Franciseo
49ers, He made the team as a rookie. He was released and later signed 10 the team’s practice
squad in 2080, He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks. but has spent the last
several seasons in an indoor leaguee 1n Texas, plaving for the Amarillo Venom.

Davis becomes the second member of his famify 1o reach the Hall of Fame. His brother.
Jose. was iducted in 2007,

April Rotilio (Achlete - 20005)

April Retilio. S1. John Central (Class of 2006) — Speed was the name
of the game Tor this former Lady Trish track and figld standuut.

Rotilio is one of the area’s most decorated track and field competitors.
having compiled a whopping 12 medlals as the QOHSAA state meet,

The premier event in Rotilio's carcer was the 400 meler dash. She
placed four times at the stale meet. including eaming gold as both a
Junior and senior. As a senior, she needed @ furious Kick in the final
100 meters to win the title in a school-record 1ime of 56,09, Along with
the 1wo golds. Rotilio alse camed a silver in the fap dash in 2004 and a
fourth place in 2003.

Her speed was limited to the 400, however. She was twice a bronze medalist in the 100
meter dash and once a bronze medalist in the 200, She bricfly owned the Division 111 slate
record in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC title in 24.87. She owns the SIC
record (12.12) in the 100 meters. 1o,

Rotilio’s third state title ¢ame when she anchored the 4x2 wam in 2006,

Along with her state prowess. Rotilio set the regional record in the 300 meter dash and
also won 11 OVAC event titles as she led her teams to four consecutive conference cham-
pionships. The Lady Irish finished as Division [ state runnerup twice during her career,

Along with the outdoor success she enjoyed. Rotilio was the 4K meler indoor stale run-
nerug in 2006,

After her prep career. Rotilio compeled at West Virginga University. caming all-American
honors twice during the indoor campaign.

She wus a member of the Mouwnuiineers™ Distance Medley Relay. which achieved the
honor al the nationals mduag with a Jxd team that scored in the NCAA Championship Meet.

As an individual with the Mountaineers. Rotilio still owns a pair of school records. She
set the indoor and outdoor 400 meter dash benehmirks in 54,29 and 5271, respectivedy.

Rotilio also earned Academic Ail-American honors during her career in Morgantown,

Before concentrating fully on track at 3t. John. Rottlio lettered twice in basketbalt
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Ron White (OVAC ‘Family")

Reon White (Springfield Local High School. Class of [966). A member of
the OVAC Exceutrve Board for many years. bis “haby™ for 23 years was
one of the conference showease events — the OVAC Banguet of Champions.

White served as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more
than 700 aitendees honoring 15 champiomship weams, 50 scholarship win-
ners and the conference conch of the year presentation.

While is also an integral pant of the conference in basketball. serving as
the assistant basketball comrissioner for nine years and then being named
the successor w the late John Howell s basketball commissioner beginning
with the 2016-17 schouol vear. He™s also spenl many years on the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game Commitiee.

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, working on
the courts iy both Ohio and West Visginia for 30 vears, He officiated five stale tournamenss in
West Virginia and drew seven regional assignments in Ohio.

White is also a well-respected wack official. serving primarily as a starter and working at
both the high school (Ohio and West Virginia) and collegiate [evels (MEC and PSAC). He
received the QVAC Cal Gitfin Memwnial Track Service Award 1n 2008, A 1971 graduawe of
West Liberty S1ate College who bater obtained his master’s degree from West Virginia Univer-
sityv. be was an educatoriimthlene directoricoach in the Buckeye Local School District and was
responsible for starting the track program at old Buckeye South High School

White, who spent [4 vears in the Ohio National Guard and now resides in Wheeling. is also
mvelved with the West Viegimia “Super Six™ state football champienships,

Earl Haberfield (ovac ‘Contributor)

Earl Haberfield (Wheeling Central Catholic High School. Class of
1954). He originated the OVAC Busketball Classic — the Ohio vs. West
Virginta all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star
Basketball Classic - serving as the game director for the first five vears of
the event and as an aclive commitee member for several years,

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game
in 1984 - an award renamed in his honor as the QVAC Euarl Haberlield
Coaches Award,

Habertield s couching carcer included several stops — both inside 2nd
vulside the OWAC - and concluded with 382 career viclories.

He coached nine vears at his alma mater — Wheeling Central - winning five W. Va. Class
A Catholic Championships. [n 1963, the Maroon Knights were undefeated: ranked No, 1 in
the ali-division W. Va. Staue rankings and were the OVAC AAA champions.

Haberficld coached two years at Bishop Donahue. [cading the Bishops w the 1969 W,
Va, Class A Catholie Championship; three years at Warren Local High, named Fri-Valley
Conterence Coach of the Year in [970: one year at Crooksville, leading the Ceramics 1o the
Ohio Class A Regional: five years at Wintersvilke, engineering a rebuilding of that program:
and two years at Meadowbrook. keading the Colts to their best two-year won/loss record up
1o thal puint.

Qutside the OVAC. he coached at Vanlue and Ambherst Marion Steele.

He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Basketball Coaches Associaton All-Star Game 1
1978 and served as the president of District § that year,

Haberfield was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Certificate of Merit in 1963, "04
and "6% for contributions tw West Virginia athletics: was given honorary memberships Lo the Otuo
District Basketball Coaches Associations in Districts 3.5 and 12: received an QVAC Centificaw of
Recognition for Exemplary Service in 1982; reeeived the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club of
the Upper Ohio Valley™s Award for Quistanding Achievement in 1993; and was a charer member
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017,

Habertield graduated from West Liberty Stae College in 1958 and was indwcied into the
West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996, A US. Navy veteran of the Korean War. he
passed away in 2007,




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John Simonson (Mediz)

John Simonsor (Beallsville High School. Class of 1966). A mulii-
media veteran. he has worked morg than three decades in both radio and
television covering foatball and boys™ basketball games as 2 play-by-play
anncuncer in the OVAC,

Simomson is well-known for his research and prep work regarding athictes
and coaches prior o the broadeasts. compiling results. senes records. coach-
ing reconds. player slatistics and other noteworthy information.

Known ax the "Ohic Valley Sports Doctor™, Simonson has served as an
analyst for the WTOV TV9 “Game of the Week™ and contributes to thas
station’s high school tootball “plavot? watch™

He also hud 2 weekly sports talk show for 22 vears un WW VA radio starting in 1988, Whilke
there. he carned the West Virginia Sportseaster of the Year award in 1997.

Simonson has provided assistance over the vears to both the QHSAA and WVSSAC foot-
ball playoff computer ratings’ groups. He was a recipient of the East Obw Interschelastic
Athletic Admimstrator s Mediz Award,

He previously served as a voung member for the prestigious Heisman Trophy and many
other awards including the Bear Bryant Coach of the Year award: basketball's Naismith and
Wooden awards: and is an official donor to the Baseball Hall of Fame i Cooperstown wher:
he has a hifetime membership.

A graduate of West Liberty State College, he served two vears in the LS. Army. was a
teacher at Wheeling Park High School for 31 years (retring in 20021 and served on the
Lmion Local Board of Education.

Jack Berger (Coaches)

Jack Berger (Shadvside High Scheol. Class of 1944). He founded
Shadyside truck in 196§ and was the architect of the OVACs all-time
championship-winning boys” track program, coaching the Tigers to their
first seven OVAC titles {ail in Class AA in a three-class format) from
[968-74 which started an OVAC record sreak of 13 consecutive chame-
pionships extended by his successor and former assistant Tom Vichich.

He was abso a co-founder of the Interstate Track League, guiding Shadyside
1o seven straight league titles and a record 46 consecutive dual meet viclories,

Rerger led Shadyside to the school's first Ghio Class A Distnet e in
1971 and 1o the Shadyside Relays crowns i the first year of the event
which be helped establish tn 1972 and 2 runner-up finish in "73: two Belmont County Relays
championships and ruaner-up finishes m the distnet and regional meets.

He also coached the Tigers” football wam from 1960-6%. posting a 56-36-6 record
Shadyside won the OVAC Class A title in 1963 with 2 7-1-2 record while other top record
teams under Berger included 9-1 in 1968, 8-2 in 1966 and 7-3 in 1965,

He was henored in Shady side with ~Jack Berger Day™ on June 15, 1974,

Steve Kish, Jr. (officiais)

Steve Kish, Jr. (Bndgeport High School. Class of 1965).

His [ist of assignments during a 40-year cureer as a wrestling olticial
s impressive, headed by 28 OHSAA State Tournaments; five WVY5SAC
State Tournaments and 30 OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournaments.
He also worked the Medina Invitational 28 times and the Walsh Jesuit
Tourmament 20 tmes along with 10 Ohio Jurior High School State
Tourmaments,

Among his awards. Kish received the prestigious OVAC *Mr. Mar
honor in 1989; was sclected Ohie Official of the Year in 1997 and 2010:
OVAC Oiticial of the Year in 1997; and West Virginia Official of the
Year in [999.

He was inducted into the Ohio Wresting Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the OHSAA
Officials Hall of Fame in 1999: the Medina Inviitional Hall of Fame in 2003 and most
recently into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame/Ohio Chapter in 2014,

Kish. who retnred as an official in 2084 but renmains active as an OHSAA observer. currentiy
serves as the coordinator of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game's 10-Year
Reusion,

Kish graduated from West Liberty State Coliege with a bachelor’s degree in Secondary
Education in 1970 and received 4 master’s degree in secondary education administration from
Wast Virginia Unm.r\ll_\. in 1973,

He retired after 43 years as an educalor including 36 vears as a schooel administrator. He
taught English from {969.76 and served as head wrestling coach at Martins Ferry for six
years ( 1970-76). His dual meet record was 33-16-1 with no Io:mn seasons and he coached 13
sectional champions, 10 disirict champions, 15 state qualifiers and twe state place-winners.
His teams won the 1970 and “73 district titkes and he was named East District Coach of the
Year in 1974,

He was then assistant principal al Bellaire High School from 1976-78 and principal from
1978-90 before returning to Martins Ferty to serve as Superintendent of Schools from
1990-99. Since that time. he has served as Muskingum County At-Risk Coordinator for four
years, assistant principal of Zanesville High School for five yeurs: assistant principul at West
Muskingum High School for two years and as principal a¢ West Muskingum Middle School
for swo years. He retired in 2012, but spent five months as interim principal at Woodsfiekd
Elementary School in 2014,

Among his education-related offices were president of the Belmone-Harrison Principal's
Association: president of the Belmoni-Harrison Superintendent’s Association: member of the
OVAC Execuntve Board and a past OVAC president (1982-83 and 1983-84); member of the
Ohio Network: Traiming and Assistance for Schools and Commuwnitics (ONTASC) Executive
Board: and president of the Ohie Valley Wrestling Officials Association,

Bob Montgomery (Coaches)

Bob Montgomery (Moundsville High School, Class of 19641, He was
a fixture in the dugout for the Monarchs. serving 42 years as head base-
ball coach and amassing an impressive record of 8369-345 which ranks
second in GVAC history bebind Magnolia's Dave Cisar and third in West
Virginia prep history behind John Lowery of Jefferson High and Cisar

Montgomery coached teams won 24 sectional tetles: made the regronal
finals 13 umes and reached the Class AAA State Toumament five tmes,
highlighted by the 1985 state championship where JM beat Huntington
East, 8-7. 1 the title game.

His teams captured seven OVAC playvofi” chamipionships. reaching the
conference playolts 25 tmes, The Monarchs also caplured seven regular season crowns and
five playoff titles in the Mountaineer League from 1976-86.

Montgomery, who retired following the 2017 season, coached 35 all-stue players and
more than 70 who played coliege baschall including OVAC Hall of Famer Chris Jones, He
is 1 member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Association and the American Baseball
Coaches Association.,

He was selected as the OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year three times and the West Virgimia
Coach of the Year five tmes. He also was honored as the Upper Ohio Valley Dagper Dan
Co-Man of the Year (with Magnolia’s Cisar} at the 42nd Charity Awards Banquet in 2009.

Montgomery also doubled as a respected basketball and baseball official.

A member of the Ohwo Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials and a two-term
president. he's been a referee since 1962, working more than 3000 games including 29 state
tournaments inciuding 20 championship games in West Virginia and five tournaments/three
utde games in Ohio, He alwo ofticiated collegiate hoops in the West Virginia Conference.

He began umpiring American Legion bascball in 1972 and has worked five West Virginia
State Tourzamenls while also spending 20 years (1970-90) doing NCAA Divisien [[and West
Virgima Conlerence games including five tournaments

He was the first West Virginia resident inducted sato the OHSAA Offieaals Hall of Fame in
2008; was the 1989 Official of the Year honoree by the Natjional Federation of Interscholastic
Otficials Association and received the Distinguished West Virgintan Award in 2012,

Montgomery. a three-sport athlete (feotball. baschall. baskeiball) at Moundsvitle High,
graduated from West Liberty State College in 1969 and ubtained his master’s degree in com-
munacations from West Virginia University in 1977,

Robert Pritchard (Athlete - 19505)

Robert Pritchard (Wheeling High School. Class of 1953). He is.
historically, among the elite wrestlers in OVAC history, He not only led
Wheeling High School o the first siate {one-class) championship for an
OVAC member. in 1953, but became the first wrestler from the Ohio
Valley and the state of West Virginia to win three state championships.

As a Wildeat sophomaore tn 1951, he captured the stae one-class 103-
pound state title and followed with consecutive crowns in 1952 and 1953
i the [12-pound class, In the three finals, he deteated grapplers from
Grufion. Beckley Woodrow Wilson and host Parkersburg,

Puring that era. Wheeling High and other high school mat teams com-
peled not only against other high schools, but against YMCA wrestling teams, Pritchard,
nicknamed "Bull”. was unbeaten as a sophomore and senior with his only loss in 106
matches to a YMCA prappler from Columbus. who he later defeated twice. He was snbeaten
agaunst high school competitors.

The Wildeats™ state championship coiach was Ed Murphy, assisted by OVAC Hull of
Fanw coach Beb Rue, the Wildeats head coach in feotball and track. Priwchard also credits
Barnesville’'s Jum Bradfield, who wrestled at Ohio State and led the Wheeling YMCA
wrestling program. in his development along with his older brother Bitl, who also wrestled
at West Virginmia U,

After graduation from high school, Bob Pritchard relocated to California and carmed a
degree from the Universimy of California-Sacramento. which didn't sponsor a wrestling
kam., However, Pritchard conlinued 10 compete on the YMCA level.

Bob Plotz ¢Athlete - 19405)

Bob Plotz iMaruns Ferry High School, Class of 19461 A Purple Rider
foutball and 1rack standout. he was co-caplain on hoth Ferry teams as a
senior. He carned first team. one-class All-Chio and first am Al-OVAC
largest Class AA as the Fred Thomas-coached Rider went 9-1 and cap-
red the OVAC championship.

The three-vear letterman in both football and track played in the first
Ohio North-South All-Star Game and continued his statewide perfor-
mance in track when he placed third in the low hurdles in the largest
class state meet,

He carned a football scholarship 1o the University of Pinsburgh where
he became a four-year regular. Starting as a | 7-vear-old freshman. Plotz was selected to the
All-Opponent team of backyard rival West Virgmia Uneversuy and was selected 1o the All-
Easl eam. As a senior, he was an honorable mention All-Amenca selection.

Plotz was picked in the | [th round of the Nanonal Football League Draft by the Cleveland
Browns but was also “drafted” by the U.S. Army and served in the Korcan War.

He was inducted into the Martine Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.

Geno Sessi (Athlete - 19505)

Geno Sessi (St Clawsville High School, Class of 1956). He is regarded
as one of the Red Devils” best-ever muli-spon athleres while competing
in football and track,

In the spring sport. he was the leading scorer two straight vears in the
one-class OVAC Track Meet and led his team lo three straight tithes as
part of six consecutive Red Devil crowns (1952-57) coached by Dave
Porterficld. A sprinter. hurdler and relay member, Sessi led afl scorers as
a Junior with 15 1/2 points and as a senior with 14 [/2 points.

In fuotball, the S-loot-8, 174-pound two-way back and kick returner
not only set a school record with 148 points as a senior, but led the Ohio
Valley as well, That mark fasted one vear when former wammate Jim Kerr scored one more
point {149 before the OVAC Hall of Famer went on o start at Penn State and with the
Washington Redskins.

In football. Sessi was All-OVAC largest Class AA two years, All-Valley "Big School™ co-
captain as a senior. Afl-Eastern Ohio two years and All-Ohio largest Class AA second teamn
defensive back as a senior. He was a two-time All-Valley track co-captain.

He carmed a tootbadl scholarship o the Eniversity of lown where. afier playing on the
freshman team. made a smashing varsity debut as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowns
on three plays (a 36-yard run and pass receptions of 80 and 15 vards) in a school-record
70- 135 season-opening roul of Utah Stae. However, Sessi‘s carger was cut short with a severe
knee injury. in the remaining eight games. he gained only 33 vards and returned a kickoff 17
yards. The knee injury flared up again in spring drills 10 end his playing carcer,

Sessi passed away in 2016,
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Don Osby (athlete - 1960s)

Don Osby (Steubenville High School. Class of [968), A three-sport Big
Red stalwart. e is regarded as the best-ever track long jumper in OVAC
history. He won Ohio’s largest Class AA long jump title as a sophomore
[23feet. J-inches) and junior 123-T 1/4) hefure being ruled incligibke
fover age) as a senior,

As a junior. competing on one of the most takented track teams in OV
history. he was one of 100 All-Valley Big Red selections and one ol four
Big Red co-captains while being cited as “the finest jumper ever on the
local seene.” Thar spring. he won the Ohio State meet. the prestigious
Mansfield Relavs, OVAC Class AAA, Martins Ferry and West Liberty
Relayvs, the Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet, He also ran a leg on an
OV record-setting 4x340 relay unit which timed 3:19.8,

As 2 sophomore, besides the state crown. he won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23.1 344,

Big Red won its first four OVAC track crowns from 1963-07 with Osby featured on the
last two.

In football. he was a three-vear standout at end on Ohio-ranked teams with records of
9-1.9-1 und 8-2,

He was also a starter i basketball. He is homored on the Big Red Wall of Fame.

Osby accepted a football scholarship o the University of lowa and started at wide receiver
as 1 sophomore when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards, third on the wam. Afler sitting oul
his junior vear with an injury. he returned as a starter at tight end as a senior. He passed away
in carly 2018 in Cincinnati.

.
Bill Tucker (Athlete - 1960s)

Bill Tucker {Weir High School. Class of [962), A three-sport Red Rider
athlete. he was a major plaver on back-to-back state Class AAA champi-
onship teams before starring in college and competing five years in the
National Football League.

A two-way back and defensive tackle, he teamed with OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley lo Tead Weir o (he E960 state crown with a 20-0 title
game rout of Nitre, The anchor of the 1961 1cam, he scored two TDs in
0 26-7 state title win over St. Albans, Both teams fimished 10-1. Tucker
carmed first team All-State as a semior and third team as a junior. He was
selected captain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley squads as a senior. In two
seasons. be scored 116 points and rushed for 14435 vards. In the annual Qhio-W.Va, All-Star
game. he fed W Vi, 10 a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP,

He played forward and center in basketbull and stuned on the (962 wam which went
unbeuten in regudar season, won an OVAC title, and ended 24-1 as state Class AAA runner-up
to Beckley Woadrow Wilson. [n track., e ran the herdles, 220- and 440-vard sprints. and was a
member of 440, 880 and mile relay units in OVAC and state competition..

After taking a year off after high school, he aceepied a football scholarship o Tenngssee
State University to play for Hall ot Fame coach John Merntt, A four-vear player. he rushed 28t
nmes for 1,321 vards. He was selected w play in the Blue-Gray Classic and Senior Bowl. the
firsa Tiger 1o play in the latter

He was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the third round, as the 65th overail selection,
and competed as a fullback Tor five years in the NFL- - four with the 49ers and one with the
Chicago Bears. In 69 garmes, e rushed 127 times for 431 vards and 6 TDs and landed 59 passes
for 496 yands and seven scones,

Tugker, who passed away in 2015, i inducted into the City of Werton Hall of Fame.
Tennessee State U. Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall of Fame.

Ron Lee (Athicte - 19705)

Ron Lee (Bellaire High School. Class of 1971). Lee is on the short list of
outsianding runtning backs whe have graced Nelson Field.

The 6-3. 195-pounder carricd the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky 1o an 8-1-1
mark in his senior campaign. Bellaire finished second in the OVAC 3A title
chase. trailing Wintersville. The teams tied (-0 in regular-season pliy, The
Rig Reds finished No. £9 in the UPL Class AAA poll. the largest classificas
Lion in the state.

Lee rushed for 989 vards and [6 TDs that fall, His 108 points led the
OVAC 3A in scoring. He also landed 10 passes. Those numbers eamed Lee
first-team All-Valley and AlFOVAC plaudits while being named second-
team All-Ohio by UPIL He also played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Gamie.

Lee was also a three-vear letterman in basketball and he was voted the Big Reds™ 1op athlete
HESHEET [ ()

Lee’s prep heroies camed him o grid scholarship 0 WYL He chose the Mountaineers over
a slew of D-i offers. Freshmen were not eiigible 10 play in those days. Lee, however, enjoyed
a strong campaign with the Mountaineers” frosh squad. leading the team with 372 yards on 47
carries i five games.,

As a sophomare. Lee moved into the No. 2 fullback slot, rushing for 304 yards and three TDs
on 76 carmies, His oughness was matched by his versaaility, resulting in him being wiilized as
fullback and sailback his final two seasons.

Lec was the teum’s second leading rusher both of those camgaizns. gaining 5343 yands as o
Junior amd 623 stripes as a senior. while also kading the team with 10771,

A member of two WVU Peach Bowl scams. he was selected as No, 74 on the list of top 160
all-time WYU football plavers in the W VU Athletic Department Book. “Saturday Snapshots.”
published in 2015,

His success at Morgantown resulted in Lee being chosen in the thitd round of the NFL Draft
by the Baltimore Colis. He played in 42 games. starting eight, He ended his Colts™ carcer with
9440 vards on 206 carries.

Keith Vrotsos (Athlete - 1970s)

Keith Vrotsos {Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). Hpersonified
versalility at an clite level. starring lor the Purple Riders in football. has-
ketball and baseball. the diamond spon proving his pathway to a superb
collegiate carcer.The four-year regular with the Purple Rider bascball
weam bated beder than 330 his firs1 two seasons before exploding in
his junior campaign. Vrotsos earned first-team All-OVAC. All-Eastern
Distract and All-Valley honors that campaign after hiting at i robust 458
clip. He concluded his prep career by twening in a superb senior season.
He comgiled o 386 average wish 21 RBL. He was again accorded first
team Al-OVAC, All-Easiern District ang All-Valley honors. The 5-11,
170-pounder was a four-time Eastern Ohio Baseball All-Star Game participant,

WYrotsos wits ulyo a standout on the gridivon. He excelted as a plucekicker as 4 sophomore.,
kicking 19 PATS and one ficid goal before becoming the Purple’s starting QB his final two
seasons. Vrotsos completed 49-0t- 100 tosses as a junior. good for 531 yvards. He also rushed
Tor 230 sinpes. As a senior. he carned second-team All-Ohio UPY honors after completing
36-0f-111 passes for 581 yards while also rushing for 423 stripes, He also picked off three
passes as a defensive back. In addition to his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named firsi-team
AlLOVAC, All-Eastern Instrict and All-Valley. He also plaved in the OVAC All-Star Game

He was also a three-year letterman in hoops. The 1alented point guard averaged some 7
points ax a sophomore. 1.1 as a junior and 9.2 as i senior. He was named second-team
AN-OVAC us a sentor. He helped dead the Purpk: Riders to sectional titles his {inad two
campaigns and capped his hoop career by playing in the OVAC All-Star Game.

Vrotsos eamned a baseball seholarship 1o Ohio University where he letiered adl four years and
was named co-captain in both his junior and senior seasons. His final season with the Bobeats
was outstanding as he bated 341 with 12 doubles. | tripie. 7 home runs. 32 RBLand [2 stolen
bases. Vrotsas was 2 second-leam All-Mid-American Conference selection as a senior, He fin-
ished his Bobeat career with a sharp 311 baiting average. When he graduated, Vmotsos ranked
in the top 10 in the following categunes: games played (157). hits (141), home runs (15). RBI
(79). doubles (200, wotal bases (2010 runs seores (105) and stolen bases (30h).

Georgia Dawson (Athlete - 1980s)

Georgia Dawson (Bellaire High School. Cluss of 1984). Dawson was i
tremendous three-sport standout for the Big Reds. exeelling in baskeball.
vollevball and wack & field.

She schieved o rarity in the realm of Bellaise ahletics, becoming a four-
year letter-winner in basketball. surpassing the | 000-point platcau while
also grabbing more than 1 00 rebounds. Dawson. who served as hoop
captain as both a jumar and senior, was & three-time all-OVAC selection
while making the All-Valley first-leam as a senior. Dawson was named
a twostime Abl-Disteict 12 hasketball honosee amd was i special mention
all-Ohwo chotee as a sentor.

Dawson was just as dominang in volleyball. The three-year letterwianer served as the
wam captain i her final two seasons. garaering firsi-team all-OVAC henors as a junior and
senior. Dawson was alse a three-year standout in track for the Big Reds. In al, she finished
her 1Hustrious prep career with [0 letters,

I¥awsan s athletic suceess didn 1 stop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she
ook her immense athletic 1alent to West Liberty State College where she hecame a four-year
letterwinner in basketball and volleyball. Dawson was the Hillloppers” volleybail captain as
a junior and senior, making the WVIAC All-Conference Team three seasons while being
accorded Vollevball Athlete of the Year her senior season.

In basketball, she still ranks in the wp 20 in rebounds in Hifliopper history with 541
caroms.

Dawson was inducted into both the Bellzire High and the West Liberty halls of fame, She
was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan in 1988 and inducted into the District
12 Baskethall Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017,

Ron Stephens (Athlete - 1980s)

Ronr Stephens (The Linsly School, Class of 1983). He is remembered
as one of the greatest basehall players in Linsly history, but the 6-4.
1RS-pounder was alse a pified gridder and hoopster for the Cadets,

He was twice tabbed Linsty's basehall MV The talented shorisop was
capiain of the All-State Class A ream as a senior while being an All-Valley
firsi-leam honoree as both a junior and senior.

Stephens batted a robust 403 us a senior with [l doubles. 29 muns
seored and a school record 28 stolen bases. That same season. he was a
sparkling 3-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA. helping the Cadets win the
OVAC Cluss 2A crown and seript a4 20-8 record. Stephens batted 349 as
a sophomore and he hitaca 345 ofip as @ junior with a pair of grund slams. The versatite
performer was a Iwo-time first team Eastern Ohio Baseball League selection. earning player
of the year honars as a senior.

On the gridiren, the wide receiver/defensive back/kick returner was so dynamic that he
recerved scholarship offers fronumany D-T schools. including WV U and Pitt, He set an Ohio
Vailey record with &1 cowehes in 10 games. a mark that has sinee been erased. Stephens was
a three-vear starter 1 football for the Cadets, He was a first-team All-State. All-Vatley and
Al-OVAC honoree as a senior.

He was no slouch in baskethall cither. carming first-lcam AIR-OVAC and second-ieany
All-Valley honors as a senior after leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding. He was
third-team All-Valley as a junior,

Stephens was drafted out of high school by the Buston Red Sox tn the 13ah round (£13th
overall). He opted, however. to go the collegiate ranks and accepted 2 basebail scholarship to
the University of Cincinnai. At UC, he was wiilized as an inficlder, bul his meal licket was
on the mound. He was 6-3 as a junior. leading the Bearcats in strikeouts and a 3.84 ERA.
He was selecied by the Chicago White Sox in the 58th round after his junior campaign and
played in the nnor leagues tor five scasons. advancing 1o the AAA level with the Vancouver
White Sox of the Pacific Coast League. He retired after the 1992 season.
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Eric McGhee (Adhlete - 19905)

Eric McGhee (Wheeling Central High Schiool. Class of 19911, There
liave been a lot of Tootball standouts come through the Maroon Knights®
progrom and this multiple-time aill-siate selection is right near the op
of the list

Actually. MeGhee was a standout in three sports dunng his time @
Central. but 1t was on the football field where he lefi his biggest mark.
kn route 1o winmng the Kennedy Award. which is presenied to West
Virginia's top prep player, as a senior, McGhee rushed tor a modern Ohio
Valley record of 2,479 yards on 307 carries in 12 games while scormg
30 touchdowns, Albtold, he fimshed with 34 touchdowns and mare than
3000 all-purpose vards. Also a standout on the defensive side of the hall, McGhee had
four aterceptions, returmed a fumble recovery for a touchdown and scored 192 total points,
which was the best in the Mountain State that season, As a junior. McGhee finished second
i the Kennedy Award balloung after leading the Olno Valley 1in rushing He accumulated
1,563 yards on 201 carries, He scored 28 touchdowns on the ground and |72 total pomts o
lead the stae: Along with his alt-stale and Kennedy Awards, MeGhee was also recognized as
the Gatorade Plaver of the Year. Monzanown Touchdown Club Player of the Year, all-USA
Today team and the Touchdown Club of Atlama also recognized McGhee's efforis. Locally.
the awards were obviously plenuful, oo, He was twice named captam of the all-Valley
Small Schoot team and he was captaan of the all-OVAC Class AA team.

After Ius prep carcer, McGhee aceepied an ofTer to attend Bowlng Green State University
He played two years and served primarily as a kick returner He was a part of the Falcons™ 1992
team which tinished 10-2 and won the Las Vegas Bowl He led the ieam in kickoff returns with
1+ dor 269 yards that season, includang 125 vards agamst Wisconsin, He played two seasons of
professional football for the Sieel Vatley Smash
Along with his football explonts. McGhee was pan of the Maroon Kmights' 1990 Class AA
state champronship basketball team, He was atso the OVAC Class AA baseball player of the
year afier serving as the Knights® lead-ofT hiver

Kelly Shields (athiete - 19905)

Kelly Shields {Edison High School. Class of 1993). This former
Wildeat made a decision (o focus on the sport of wrestling as a youngsier.
and it was a decision that paid the ultimate dividends,

A four-vear mainstay for the Wildeats. Shields helped to put Edison on
the map at the state fevel through s exploits on the mat during his career
which saw hem rack up 137 career wins.

Shiclds is ane of just mine OVAC wrestlers 1o win four championships
at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Toumnmament. He won the 1990 and
1991 crowns at 103 pounds. bumped up a class to 142 in 1992 and then
captured his fourth title m 119 as a senior.

The success didn’t end inside what was then known as the Wheeling Civic Center as
Shiclds put forth a britliant career at the stawe level, wo, becoming a constant at the Nuner
Center on the campus of Wright State University.

Shields was a four-time state qualifier and claimed the [ivision 1. 103-pound state cham-
pionship as a sophomore. He finished 37-1 as a senior. dropping his first-round match in the
state tournament which, at that time, ¢liminated him frem the lournament.

Shields won the distract championship as a freshman, sophomore and senior. Afier his
sentor season. Shields was recognized as the OVAC Wrestler of the Year at 119 pounds. He
was also named an All-American by the National High School Wrestling Team.

Upon graduation, Shields enrolled at Kent State Liniversity with intentions of cantinuing
his wrestling career. however he suffered a kaee injury which led 1o the end of competitive
wresthng, Shields' abifities also earned a spot on Team Ohio, which allowed him to travel to
places sueh as Hawan. Austraha and New Zezland m the summer of 1992,

Adam Hoppel (arniete - 20005)

Adam Hoppel (Beaver Local High School. Class of 2004}, Whether it
wis on the foorball field or the wrestling mat, this talenied athlere shined
brightly during all four vears of his prep career.

In football, HoppLi was a four-year mainstay for Coach Rich Wright's
team, He was a part of two uadetCated weams and three playolf qualifiers
as a standout on both lines.

A three time, tirst team all-Fastern District pick. Hoppel shined along
the defensive line. accumulaung 217 career tackles and 26 sacks m his
career,

Along with atl-distnict. Hoppel was named second-team all-Ohso as a
senior He was a threesnme all-OVAC seleciion and multiple-time pick for the Columbiana
County and GQuad County all-star teams.

In wresthing, Hoppel was a fous-year mainstay. Quahifying for the OHSAA Division 11 Stawe
Tournament m cach of lus seasuns, Hoppel was a four-time sectiona’ an - ree-lime district
champion. [n Columbus, he placed three times. As a sophomaore, Hoppel liad his arm raised as
a state champien, He was runner-up in both 2003 and 2004, As a freshman. he qualified and
won two matches, but only six wrestlers placed at that time.

In addition 1o his effors in the postseason. Hoppel was a four-iime champion at the GVAC
Toumamen . When he accomplished ‘he fea in 2004, Hoppet was jus he ou | wres er
ever to do so.

He finished bis mat carcer with o Beaver Local record of 154 victories.

After elecing o pursue a foo ball career. Hoppel signed wit t e | niversity of  mcinpati
where he became a stanter in 2006 along the defensive line. As a senior, he collected 38
tackles, had an interception and a fumbie recovery, He had his career high of seven 1ackles in
the Papajohns.com Bowl. Hoppel signed an undrafied free agent with the Cleveland Browns,
but was released prior 10 the start of the season.

Dr. Dan Doyle W ¢

a mure in the confersnce. serving as director of the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
¢ soee 7009 nd OVAC \'\.n.i't[mb Commissioner since 2013, He has

bccn n he VA
in: he 009 0 o0 0 5
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Zach Collaros (atlete - 2000s)

Zach Collares {Steubenville High School, Class of 2007). Eligible
lor mducteon for the first time, this former Big Red multi-spon standow
wis 4 no-brainer.

Duning s prep career. 1t didn’t matter the sport that Collaros played.
He simply shened 10 themn all. eaming four letters in basketball, baseball
and football. However, it was on the football field for Coach Reno
Saccoccia’s wam where Collaros made arguably his biggest impacet.

Collaros was a three-year starter at quarterback and amassed an incred-
ible 41-1 record while helping 10 lead Big Red to back-to-back 15-0 state
championship in 2005 and 2006. During those scasons. he broke every
Steubenville passing record.

As a senior. en route 1o first-team all-Ohio and state player of the year honors in Division
111, Colarox passed for 2,550 yards and 30 touchdowns against just (our interceptions. He
alse rushed for 15 touchdowns and 720 yards. All wld, e passed for 4,306 yards and 53
touchdowns, while runming for 1,304 yards and 25 1ouchdowns.

Collarus wasn't a onc-way player, cither. He shined a1 defensive back. recording 14
mtercepteons. He ran six of those back for touchdowns. while 2lso recovering five fumbles
and scoring twice.

On the baseball field. Collares was the starting shortstop basically from day one of his
career for Ceach Fred Heatheringlons ultra-successtul program. He siarted on the Big Red
state runner-up team in 2004 and had the team's long hit in the game,

For his career. Collaros baned 407 with 100 RBI. 122 runs scored, 17 doubles, cigln
nples ind two home runs,

Tn baskethall, Coblaros earned first-teamn all-OVAC as a junigr and senior, He finished his
career with 1.203 carcer points. which is founh-best in Steubenville history, He averaged
19.8 points a game as a juntor art 16 as a senior,

Upon completing his prep carcer, Collaros accepied a scholarship 10 play football at
Cincinnati. He was a four-year letterman with the Bearcats and became the weam’s sizning
quarterback as a junior

He carned all-Big East honors after passing for 2,902 yards and 26 touchdowns. He fed
the conference in passing yards per game {263.8) passing vards (2,902} and 1o1al offense
(282.2). As a semor, he passed for 1,940 vards and 15 touchdowns. but missed more than
three full games with an injury before returning 10 quarterback the team 10 victory in the
Liberty Bowl,

He fimshed his UC career wath more than 3.000 passing vards and 30 wuchdowns, becom-
ing only 1 second quarter’ ¢ in school history w accomplish such a feat,

Collaros signed as an undrafied free agent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, but was later
released. He's spent the five seasons as the staning quanerback for the Hamilwon Ticats and
was traded to the Saskatchewan Roughriders in 2018,

Dr. Dan Doyle (ovac Family)

Cent | H'rh School, Class o' 1974). He has become

xecut've Board sinee e earty 20005, serving as president dur-

he sport f wrest 'n- was recognized by his peers when he

wos omed te OV

M Mo A ord” o aiprent in 2005 He has been cesponsible
orma | Cooges i seeding prooess 11 the conference wrestling toumament.

Dovle has also worked with the OVvAC Museum Commutiee for many vears

He began as a high school wrestler at Wheeling Central, captuning the West
Virginia State Championship at [12 pounds as a senior He was also a three-time OVAC Toumament
place-winner. claiming the conference tite in 1972,

Dayle then went on to Allegheny College. graduating there in 1977 with a bachelor’s degree in geol-
ogy. He was a four-year wrestler there and an NCAA Dywision 111 National qualifier He camed his
master’s degree in science and education trom the Luiversity of Dayton andt his doctorate from West
Virginia Universiry.

He was a teacher/eoach at Jefferson Union High School for eight years, serving as head coach in
wrestling and baseball and as an assistant in football

Dovle then spent 16 vears in the Buckeye Local districl starting i [983, serving as an administralor
tor 12 years including high school principal. He was the head wrestling coach all 16 years, leading
Buckeye to overall OVAC Tournamem Championships in 1996 and 199 . also winning the OVAC Dual
Meet Championship those two years. He was a two-tnme QVAC and Eastern Distnict Coach of the Year

He then served as the Superintendent of Schools of the Nohle Locat School Diswict (Shenandoah) and
later spent ime as interim superintendent at Frontier Local
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Roy ‘A’ Glitch ©OvAC Contributor)

Roy A" Glireh (Brndgeport High Schood. Class of 1969). When you're
known as the “Voice of the OVAC™, thats a pretty good place to stan. but
Gliteh has alse worn many other hats within the conterence over the years
from atblete 10 coach to dirccter,

Many known Gtilch as a mainstay as the public address announcer for
many years at both the OVAC Bovs'Girls Baskeiball Tournaments and
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic (both events
at Ohio University Eastern). and he's lso been on the “mic™ and behind
the scorebook at countfess regular season and tournament events at St
Clairsville High School.

Glitch atso spent many years on the OVAC Baseball Committee, including [3 vears as the
sport’s director, and was the recipient of the 2313 OVAC Thomas 2. Rataiczak Scorekeeper/
Timer Award.

At St Clawrsville, he spent 32 years as a math mstructor and coached multiple sports.
including serving as head boys® basketball coach froma 1978-85 He was the Distriet 12
Coach of the Year in (980 and coached in the OVAC All-Star Game in 1981, He was also
named District 12 Assistant Coach of the Year in 2002.

He alse was an assistant basceball and fooiball coach for the Red Devals for L1 vears,

Gliteh had the St Clarsville Junior High Tournament named in his honor in 2012 and
he recetved the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award
in 2017

As an athlete, he's a part of two teams on the Bridgepont High “Wall of Fame™ - the 1969
basketball and bascball s1aie yunner-up wams: and was an all-OVAC and all-Eastern Ohio
selection in both spons. carning honorable mention all-Ohio 1n basketball

Glitch then attended West Liberty State College where he was o four-year lettierman and a
two-time al-WYIAC selection. He recetved his bachelor's degree in secondary mathematies
in 1973 there and his master s in education from the University of Dayton in {981,

He also competed in the Ohie Valley Basceball League for 24 vears as a standout on the
Warwood Reds

Liy additiont 10 weaclung a1 St C. he also served as 2 GEL math insteuctor a1 the Belmont
Correctipnal [nsiitute, camang five nomimations as Oto Correcuons Teacher of the Year and
becoming a finalist in 2013,

Don Clegg (Media)

Don Clegg (John Marshall High School, Class of 1974). He enjoyed
a suceesstl 2.year career covering local colleges and ligh schools
as a sports reporter and editor a1 the Wheeling News-Register and The
loelhigencer.

During his tenure with the Wheeling newspapers, Clegg and members
of his spons depariments recerved several state-wide awards for vari-
ous articles. features and special projects. A past president of the West
Virginia Sportswriters Assoviation (WVSWA), Clegg chaired numerous
all-state boys' and girls" basketball and baseball commitees for the
WVEWA, He also did publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star
Fowmbull Game for several years

Alter leaving the newspaper business, he provided extensive editorial services 1o the
Wost Liberty University sthletie deparunent as a protessional freelance writer for many
vears betore being named sports information director at the university i June of 2017, As
sports information director, Clegg leads the sports mfosmation depanment’s daily operations
and serve as primary media contact for WLU's [8 inercollegiate sports. His olher respon.
sibilities include generating all editorial vontent and athletic publicatons. overseeing West
Liberty s athleties website and maintuining spotts records and siatisties,

Clegg also serves as a member of West Liberty s Athletic Hall of Fame Commitiee,

He 15 2 native of Moundsville and 2 John Marshall High School alum whe laser graduated
with honors from the PI, Reed School of Journalesm at West Virginia University in 1978,

Dave Bruney (Coach)

Dave Bruney (Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 1969). [ ever there
was someone who bleeds purple. i's “Coach Dave.” During 40 years on
the sidelines including 39 at his alma mater, Bruney amassed an impressive
overall record of 284-135 (275134 at Ferry High) whach ranks amang Lhe
top 20 in OHSAA history,

Bruney-coached Purple Rider teams made the OHSAA playotTs 14 umues
m a 20-year span starting i 1998 (98, *99, 2000, 02, "03, -04, "06. "08.
T090 L0, T1LL 13, 14, 17 and had only six sub- 5060 scasons in 39 years
with only one after 1990, The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeared
regular seasons under Bruney (1979, 1998, 2002 and 2004). with the 04 tzam winning the
OHSAA Division IV, Region 15 championship before fafling to Youngsiown Cardinal
Mouvney (27-6) in the state semifinals.

His teams also won six Ohio Valley Alhletic Conference championships (1999, 2002, "04.
08, "1t and "13) and he coached it the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Games four
times,

Bruney sports an impressive list of honors, including being named 10 the OHSFCA Hall of
Fame in 2010 He also received the Ohie Coaches Achievement Award from the Minor Pro
Footbali Hall of Fame in Piusburg in 2614: the entire Bruney family was honored by the Lou
Holiz Upper "Ohio Valley Hall of Fame with the Heritage Family Award in 2010: and Martins
Ferry's Dave Bruney Football Complex was named in his honor.

Bruney's coaching earcer began in 1973 as an assistant at Buekeye North under Bill
McHugh. He then served as an assistant st Ferry three years {1974.76) under his cousin.
Bob Hruney and then spent a year as a graduate assistant al Marshall University under Frank
Ellwood (1977).

His first head coaching stop was at neighboring Bridgepont where he guided the Bulldogs
10 a sparkling 9-1 season,

As an athlete, Bruney was an all-Ohio honorable mention and all-OVAC first team selection
as a member of the Purple Riders™ football team, He went on te (hio University (graduating in
1973} where he was recruited by Ferry graduate Cliff Hefflefinger and plaved for the Bobeats
under Coach Bill Hess.

Jay Circosta (Coach)

Jay Circosta (Shadyside High School, Class of 1963). When someone
dedicates a half-cemury ot their tife W something, iCs tuly amazing. and
when you're the second all-iume wennmgest fwotbatl coach in the Ohio
Walley's football wadiwon-rich hestory, earning Hall of Fame accolades
Is 2 given,

Circosta achieved both, coaching a total of 30 years mcluding 47 as a
head coacl and amassing a superb record of 336-144.3 <. second only
ter Steubenville Big Red boss Reno Saceacca in Ohio Valley history and
ranking in the top 10 abll-time in the state of Ohw

e Monrae County Jegend began his coaching carcer tn 1968, serving as an assistant
three years al Woodshield under former Ohto State Umversity standout Bob Butts. When
butts Jeft for Union f.ocal, Circosta took over to begin a 47-ycar head coaching run, the first
23 scasons at Woodsficld and then, {ollowing consolidation, for 24 vears at Monroc Central

Circpsta-coached eams enjoved six undeteated regular seasons (1973, 76, "91. 93,799
and 2002), capiured 14 OVAC champianships (nine at Woodsfield; five at Monroc Ceniral)
and carned 14 OHSAA playoff appearances (five at Woodsfield, mne at Monroe Central)

Woodsficld was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions by The Associaled Press and
Monroe Central won the Division V. Region [9 championship in 2001 befere falling 1o
Bedford Chanel in the stale scmifinals.

He coachied in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Siar Feotball Game four times (1974, 77,
"81 & 2000) with a 2.2 record and be coached in the BACF All-Star Game once.

Cireosia also coached baseball for 14 years with nearly 150 viclories.

He was previeusly inducted into the West Liberry University Athbetic Hall of Fame (E996)
and the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame. He was named the Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan Clubs “Man of the Year™ in 2005 and was named Eastern District
and Pioneer Valley Conference “Coach of the Year™ nemeroos times. The road through
Memarial Park in Woodsficld is named “Jay Circosta Boulevard” and the “Jay Circosta
Fieldhouse™ is part of the athletic facilities.

He received an A8, in Secondary Fdueation (P.E. Healih, Speech and Driver Education)
from West Liberty where he plaved both football and baseball and an M.S.in Education in
Guidance and Counscling from he University of Divion.

Jim Crosier (Official)

Jim Crosier (Steubenville High School. Class of 1967), As a member of
the Ohto Valley Wresthing Officials Association, Crasier spent 29 years as
an official, working countless OHSAA secuonal, district and slate tourna-
ments. He was also inviled to officiate the 1979 NAIA National Wrestling
Championships at the Wheehng Civic Center (now WesBanco Arena)

In 2001, Croster was named the Larry Deaton QOVAC Official of the
Year by the OVAC Wresthing Coacles Association for his exceptional
cfforts as an overseer of the mats: he was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling
Officials Hall of Fame in 2014 and was the recipient of the prestigious
“Mr. Mat™ award at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament i 2616

Crosier spem 40 years as an eduvalor. retiring m 2011, He wught and coached at
Steubenville Hegh for two years before moving on to Uinon Local where he was a teacher,
wresthing coach and athletic director during s 38 years there.

As head coach of the Juts for nine years, Crosier’s mat teams won two OVAC Class JA
titles and one Class 3A championship, He coached four OVAC champions - Mike Gregg.
Kelly Wallace, Randy Simpson and Jeff MeConnick. He was named OVAC Coach of the
Year three umes (Class AA 10 1974 and “75 and Class AAA 10 [980)

He was the founder of the Olue Vallev Junior High Championships in 1976 (now called

e OVAC Jumor High proashipsh

As an athlete o1 Steubenvilke High, Crosier was an OVAL ronner-up at 175 pounds com
peting under OVAC Hall of Fame coacl Bob Hedmond

Chet Daniels (Achtete - 19405)

Chet Panichs (Bellaire High School. Class of 1947). He carned seven
varsity Big Reds’ leners three each in football and basketball plus
one in track.

He earned about every major football honor as a center in football
his final years 2 mwo-time Al-OVAC fargest Class AAL uwo-time
Al-Casiern Ohio. and second team All-Ohie as a senior and third team
AN-Ohio as a jumor in the one-class Associated Press selections. He was
feam Muost Valusble Player and wam captain on the 9-1-1 record 1946
team which won the OVAC championship, He was selected on Ohio’s
South All-Suar wam.

He earned a foothall scholarship o the University of Oregon. where e excelled for four
vears < ong year on the freshmun team and three varsity letters as o 1wo-way goard. The
1948 Ogegon team went 9-1 overall and 7-0 in Pacific Coast Conference play and aceepied
an nvitanon o play Doak Walker-led Southern Methodist University in the 1949 Couen
Bowl. The Ducks bowed. 21-13 in the game with Danieis, an All-Pacific Coast Conterence
selecuion, kicking the extra-point in the fourth quarter. The 1948 Oregon football wam. with
Danicls. was mducted imo the state of Oregon Hull of Fame in 1990,

Daniels. an honarable mention All-America selection. led the NCAA in placekicking
pomts with 46 in 1949

After college graduation, he enlisied in the U3, Adr Foree and, afier discharge, made his
home in Portland. Gregen. He died in 2003
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George Deiderich (athiete - 19505)

George Deiderich {Toronto High School, Class of 1954). He was a
nine-letier, four-vear performer i foothall, basketball and track for the
Red Knights.

A teammate of OVAC Hall of Famer Don Sutherin, they served as
footbail wam co-captains and alse were starting guards on a 17-2 record
basketball squad. the best record at the school in 17 years.

I track, Deidenich was in a class by lmself. He was the leading scarer
wo straight years in the one-class OVAC Track Meet, scoring 16 points
as 4 junior and 16 142 points as senior with first-place finishes o the high
and low hurdles, second in the shot put and runmng a leg an the winaing shurtle hurdle team.
In Ohio’s Jargest Class A state meet. he placed third in the 120-vard lugh hurdles.

Afler o vear at Vadley Forge Military Academy in Wayne, Pa., where he played foorball,
he eamed 2 scholarship to Vanderbilt Unn'rrsntv where he starred in football and track, A
three-vear football letierman, he was a two-year starter at guard on offense and defense and
was a twoetime first team All-Southeastern Comference selection while hecoming a rare
consensus fiest team All-America selection in 1958 The | -player A-A honor roll included
weg Heisman Trophy winners in Pete Bawkins of Navy and Billy Cannon of LSU,

The 6-foot-1. 200-pound Deiderich alse starred in track as he broke the school record with
2 14,446 sceond clocking in the 120-yard high hurdles,

He was drafied by the Los Angeles Rams in the 23rd round of the NFL Draflt but opted 10
sign with the Montreal Alouentes of the Canadian Football League. He played m 19 games in
three CFL seasons — 2 1/2 with Momreal before finishing up with the Ouawa Roughriders.
He had a 52-vard interception return for a touchdown in 1960. He died in 1999.

Pete Gongola (athlete - 19505 )

Pote Gongela (Benwood Union High School, Class of 19543, He was
an honored three-sport Irenmen athlete and the most acclaimed of the 12
Gongola brothers wheo played sports for the old Marshall County scheul.
The 6-foot. 195-pounder led Union to five OVAC titles in there sports
— two tach in football and basketball und one in basebatl plus a stare
foatball largest class runner-up finish as a senior.

In football, he was a two-way standout end and kicker who eamed first
team All-OVAC Class A. first team All-Valley “Big School” co-captiain,
and first 1eam largest class All-State. He led the Ohio Vallev with 9 TD
catches as a senior and, aleng with |3 PAT kicks and 67 points. second
in OV Class A, He also was cited as a 1op defensive performer,

In basketball, he was named captain of the W.va. Al-Star team which played the Qhio
All-Stars in 1954 a1 Madison Gym on Wheeling Istand.

Baseball was his best sport, however, The all-stater opted for pro baseball. with the
Cleveland Indians® farm system. afier high school and played 13 years (1935-67) tn Lhe
minor leagues. The caicher played [.0625 games with a 263 career batting average. Me
advanced to the hthcst Class AAA competition with Ponland in the Pacific “Coast L cague
and with Dallas-Fort Worth in the American Association. He retired in the California Angels’
system. He 15 deceased.

Bob DiStefano (Achtete - 1960s)

Bob DiStefune (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1964). A four-spont
performer. this Purple Rider is best knawn for three starting years in foot-
ball plus bascball and track s well as four yeas of basketball,

He was the startmg guarterback as a junior and seror after siarnng at
haltback on a 10-0 record. state-ranked and OVAC Class AAA champion
team as a sophomore. It was Ferry’s third straight unbeaten season.

As 1 sentor. the Riders went 9-0-1 10 win the OVAC Class AAA crown
and were ranked Ne. 3 in the Ohio largest Class AA Pell. The team co-
captain, who was also a standout defensive back, earned first team earned
All-Ohue from buth The Associated Press and United Press Intemational at quarterback as well
as All-OVAC Class 3A and All-Eastern Ohio honoss. He was selected Ohio Class AA “Back
of the Year™ and also gained national attention as a Schelastic Coach All-America selection. In
the opening game of the season, Ferry defeated Canton MeKinkey, 20-8, and the only blemish
on the record was a [4-14 tie at New Pluladelphia.

The 6-foot. 180-pounder, who camed {irst 1eam All-Valley “Big Scheel™ as a senior, passed
for 1.240 yards and rushed for 360+ yards while scoring 66 points. He abso landed four passes
for 41 vards,

hrrv went 7-3-1 in s junior season as he camed second team All-Valley “Big School™ and
fiest wam All-Eastern Ohio.

In basketball, DiStefano played guard and way the team's second leading scorer.

He carned a foatball scholarship to Purdue University where he was the starting quanerback
on the freshman team in an era of three-year varsity teams. He is deceased.

Leon Jenkins (Athlete - 19605)

Leon Jenkins (Weir High School, Class of 1968). A three-sport Red
Rider letterman in tootball, baseball and baskeiball. he led football teams
10 8-2 and 7-3 records his last two years at quarterback.

As o senior, Jenkins recorded nearty 1,300 all-purpose vards in 10
pames. rushing 109 times for 823 yards and |5 TDs: scoring 103 points;
and completing 27 of 65 passes for 325 yards and four TDs. He also
plaved defensive back and retumed kicks. In a season opening 26-19 win
over Follansbee. he tied a sehool record with four TDs, including runs of
86 and 75 yards,while rushing for 225 vards, H rushed tor 154 vards in
a loss to Steubenville, then ranked No. | in Ohig, and he had a 94-vard quarterback sneak
TD n a4-28 win a1 Moundsville.

Career-wise, he scored 182 poimis (28 TDs). which was then No. 2 in the Weir record
books. He alsa rushed for 1,436 vards. possibly the Ohice Valley record for a quarterback
at the trme.

As a senior. he carned first wam All-Valley “Big Schoot™, AN-OVAC Class AAAL All-
Mountaimeer League and third team All-State.

Jenkirs was a standout baseball outfielder and was a first team. 20-player all-class All-
Valley choice in the first selections by The Intebligencer. He batted over 300 and was cited
us @ top defensive player

The S-foot-11, 165-pounder eamed a football scholarship @ West Virginia University
where he was four-vear starter at comerback -- three on the varsity team. He was the
only sophamore on a 10-1 record 1964 team which won the Peach Bowl, 14-3, vs. South
Carolina. He stanted on three varsity teams with a combined 35-8 record and was a weam
¢o-captain as a senior.

Career-wise. Jenkins intercepted 10 passes with one TD. He also was a regular punt
returner for three seasons with two TD returns,

He was drafied in the E6th round by the Deront Lions and played four games in 1972
He also played one season (1973) for the Shreveport (La.) Sweamers In the World Foosbal
League. In 12 games, he had six pass imterceptions and returned punts and kickotfs

Jeff Patterson ¢athlete - 19705)

Jeff Patrerson {Brooke High Scheol, Class of 1979). Panerson was
one of the finest performers ever in the tradition-rich Brooke footbail
history, starring as as a big-play wide receiver for kegendary coach Paul
*Bud™ Billiard.

Patterson’s exploits helped w lead the Bruins 1o their first playofl berth
in 1978, He landed 22 passes tor 5€1 yards and eight TTs that fall. He
carned second-team all-stale honors 10 go wiih first-leam recognition on
the all-OVAC, ali-Vallew (serveng as co-captaind and all-Mountameer
squads

Moreover, the glue-Tingered wideout was chosen to play in the OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. He was also awarded the Clark Hinkie Schalarship,

Patterson also enjoyed a banner junior grid campaign. He caught 36 passes for 686 vards
for eight TDs while aiso returning a punt for a six-pointer. The versatile performer was
aceorded first-team all-state honors tor his etforts that fall. He was also named to the first
team of the all-OVAC, abl-Valkey and all-Mountameer League squads,

Patterson was afso a two-year letterman in basketball for the Bruins. He helped Brooke 1o
a | 3-win campaign and a sectional crown his senior year.

Fhe talented guard averaged 4.2 ppg that winter. carning him third-wam all-Valiey lau-
rels. He was also chosen to play in the OVAC Sam Mumley Basketball Classic,

Foolball carned Patierson 2 scholarship 10 Youngstown State, but he was pust as excellent
m track and field as sprinter,

He placed seventh i the West Virginia state meet as a senior in the 200 meters. He wag
tifth in the same event in the OVAC meet while tzking fourth in the [00-meters.

Patterson enjoyved a banner junior vear as a thinclad. He was fourth in the OVAC 200
meters while tking sisth in the T03. He was regional champ in the 200 while taking third in
the 100 As fate would have it, however, he was injured and unable to 1ake part in the state
meet.

Patterson and the Penguins were a productive football fi. He started three seasons at
Youngstown State. gaining sevond team AH-Ohio Vallkey Conference honors as a senier. He
finished his Penguin carcer with 73 caiches for [.300 yards and seven TIs. A1 the ume of
lus graduauon. he ranked second w all-time consecutive games with a reception (27) and
[Tth i career reeeiving vards,

His college production spawned a professional gnd carger i the Canadian Football
League, He played four seasons with Montreal and was named the Aloucties’ Rookie of the
Year in 1983, Pauersen had 76 career catches with Montreal for 980 yards and seven TDs

Patierson ended his pro career with Saskarchewan, leading the Eastern Conference i
punil relarn average

Ron Sismondo (Athiete - 19705)

Ron Sismondo {Mingo High School. Class of 1978). Sismondo was
one of the finest hurlers ever to grace the mound in Ohio Valley his-
tory. In addition, he was also a sparkling quarterback for the Indians.
Sismondo’s priching prowess was so superb that he carmed a schofarship
1o the University of Anzona. where he became the only OVAC product
1o play for an NCAA Bascball World Serics champion when the Wildeats
turted the trick m [980

The crafty southpaw was a lwo-time All-Valley and AlL-OVAC base-
ball honoree.

Sismondo authored 1 7-2 mound mark as a senior for an 11-9 Mingo squad. with one ot
his two blemishes being a 1-0 loss to Jewett-Scio, He yielded only twe hits in that district
champioaship setback.

Sismondo siruck out 93 bauers in just 33 innings of work that spring while compiling a
miniscule 0.38 ERA,

He was also dommant duning his junior campaign. leading the Obio Valley in strikeouis
that spring, fanning 94 batters in 50 innings to go with a 1,08 ERA, He had 2 5-2 mark for
the -8 indians.

He was also lethal with the bat. (inishing third in the Ohio Valley via his 300 baring
average (29-0f-58). He had six doubles, ane triple and one home run.

While he dominated on the diamond, Sismondo also exeelled on the gridiron

He eamed All-Valley and All-OVAC honors for hus sparkling play a1 quarterback. He was
the top small-school passer in the Ohio Valley as a senior. completing 65-0t-142 passes for
870 yards and seven TDs,

At zhe University of Arizona. Sismondo was a record-setting,. tour-year letterman (1979-
82} and staning pitcher. The star of that wam was owfielder Terry Francona, who was
named World Series MVP and first team All-America, Sismondo cratied a sparkling 33-17
career record with nine saves 1o go with 46 starts whide pitetung 361 innings in 88 games.
He set Arizona freshman yvear records of 11 wins. 121 mnings picched. |8 starts and seven
complele games.

Sismondo was drafted wwice -- by the Milwaukee Brewers in the 11th round in 1981 and
by the Seattle Mariners tn the 13th round in 1982, He signed with Mariners after senior
season and played two years in Class A at Wausau, Wis_ in Midwest League before retuming

ta the Olie Valley and becoming a high school admumstrator.
Exod
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Shelly Carroll (awiete - 19805)

Shelly Carroif (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1988), Carroll was
nothing short of a scoring machine during her Purple Rider days.

The 3-1t forward averaged 29.5 points and [0.6 rebounds a game in her
senior season for Coach Larry Duck. Those lofiy numbers earned her LIPI
Division [ Ohie Player of the Year honors.

Carrol! finished her sparkling prep career with 1,626 points, estab-
lishing a new school record for boys or girls. She was a second-team
all-Chio choice as a junior while being abbed honorable mention in her
sophomore season

Carroll played in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association
Norh-South All-Sar Game and alse competed in the Intemational Cage Tourmament in
Budapest, Hungary in 1957,

The multi-talented athlete also was a standoul volleyball perfortner for Ferny. She was
selected to the all-OVAC team afler her senior season.

Her prodigious scoring earned her a basketball scholarship to the University of Tennessee
at Challanooga, where she beeause a four-vear siarter. She helped the Lady Mocs 1o three
Southern Conference championships.

Carroll finished her carcer at Chattanoopga with 1,013 poims while also ranking first in
school history via her 51 .4 field goal percentage. She also ranks in the top 10 in UTC annals
in games piayed (115}, rebounds (560), ficld goals made (450) and free throw percentage
(74.1). She was named first-team All-Southern Conference in 1992,

She was twice honored with the Qutstanding Achievement Award by the Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan Club {1989} and (1993}

Mike Gulan athiete - 19805)

Mike Gulan (Steubenville Catholic High SchoolClass of 1989,
Giutan was a three-sport star a2 Catholic Central. byt baseball proved to
be his future calling card.

He was first-tcam All-Valley, AlI-OVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern
District his senior scasan in baschall. a campaign in which he baited
.452 with five home runs, scven doubles, 25 bits, 15 RBI and 18 stolen
bases in 19 attermpts. The talented third haseman wis vamed second eam
All-Valley as a junior.

in football. he was a second-team All-Valley honoree 25 a senior and
earned honorable mention All-OVAC Class AAA in basketball

His sparkling prep diamond carcer camed him a scholarship to Kent State University.
where he excelled for three seasons before bemg selected i the second round of the Major
League Draft {53rd overall pick) by the 1. Lows Cardinals

Gulan was mamed Mid-American Conference Player of the Year amd second team All-
America, He was first-team All-MAC as a jumor and second team as a sophomore

As a Golden Flash junior, Gulan led the MAC i hiting { 430), home runs (171, RBI
(681 and riples (65, As a sopbomore, he batted 3110 with T homers. He batted 336 as a
freshman.

CGulan was one of 90 players in the nation invited 1o the U5, Olympic team tryouts in
1992, He was inducied into the Kent State Hall of Fame in 1999

Gulan enjoyed a 13-year career (two in magors. part ol 12 i the mivors and one in Japan)
from 1992-2004. He was 4 member of the Cardmals® major keague club in 1997 and the
Florida Marlins in 2001 and also signed with the Pirates in 2002 and While Sox n 2003

He was also was a Steubenville American Legion Post 33 baseball stizndour.

Jamie Adams (Athlete - 1990s)

Jamie Adams (The Linsly School, Class of 1994). This former Cadurs
was mstrumental, not enly at Linsly, but throughout the Ohio Valley, in
putiiitg soceer on the map.

A four-year regular tor she Cadets, Adams eehed his name into lore at
both at the prep and colleguate fevel,

When you consider that Adums led the state of West Virgimia in scoring
three times m his career, 1's not hard w see why he gatned such a laundry
st of aceolades. Aler scaring just seven goals as a (reshman, Adams
exploded onte the scene in 1991 by scoring 37 times. He went for 46 as a
Jumior and 50 goals as a semor,

His 140 carcer goals is still a record at Linsly.

Adams was the fizst West Virginia athlete and OVAC player 10 garer Parade All-American
lonors in soceer. He was named All-Amencan by National Soceer Coaches Association and
was an ESPN/ McDenald's Scholastic Player of the Week in 1992,

Lecally, Adams was named first-team all-OVAC three umes. conference player of the year

wwree, first-team alk-Valley theee times and captained the squad twice, He was named first
teant all-IPS1, three times and [FSL Player of the Year as a senior,

Adter sufting through maore than 30 offers. Adams elected to continue his career at Princeton

University. He was a four-year starter with the Tigers and served as a leam captam in 1997,
He was abso named to the all-dvy League weam that season.

Adams was also heavily imvolved with the United States Olympic Development Progrant,
He was i member of the Region ['team which played in Furope, He was also selected for the
Regron 1 pool five tmes and was a pan of six state ODP reams.

Scott Coyne (chlete - 19905)

Scorr Covne (Bellaire High School. Class of 1994) This former Big
Reds” point guard was 1 wizard wath the ball in his hands for OVAC Hall
of Fame coach Gene Ammirante during his prep career,

While it was in basketball where Covne achieved some of his greatest
moments, bis suceess wasn't imited there, He was a three-sport standout
for the Big Reds. shinang 1n rack and foorball as wekl.

Coyne finished his prep carcer with 1,031 pomts, meluding 2 19.4
points per game average as a seiior, He did mere thaw score the ball. He
stuffed the stat sheet 10 a tune of nine assists and seven rebounds a game
as he led the Big Reds o their first undefeated regular season and an eventual 21-1 record.

During tus jumor season. Coyne averaged 20.4 points a game. He netted hns career high
of 43 pomts that seasen against SL Clairsville, The Big Reds finstied 17-4 and won the
OVAL that season,

Coyie ranks m the lop 100 numerous Bellaire categories, including 3-peint shooting (44
percent), free-throw percentage (77 percent). sicals {141) and bes points are the [5th best.

Covne eamed all-everyilung as & semior. He was all-Eastern District, District 12, OVAC
and ali-Valley and was named 1w the MeDenalds All-American and Street and Smith's All-
American honorable mention lists, He was also named one of the top 23 players in Ohio by
USA Today and played m the Ohio Norh-Seuth Ali-Star Game,

As a wide receiver, Coyne was the po-to guy for the Big Reds during his three-year career.
He finished with 1,764 vards. Inciuded was a 1993 campaign in which he caught 61 passes
for 967 yards. which ranks seventh in BHS history, Coyne was named to the all-Ohio tirst
team. He was alse named all-OVAC and all-Eastern Distict.

On the track. Coyne qualified for the staie track and field championship meet twice in
the 300 intermediate hurdles. He was a multiple-time OVAC placer in that event as well as

On top of lis prep and collegiate exploils. Adams shined at the club level, weo. He a part
of teams that won six Snicker’s Cup state championships and was in the regional final four
times, Adams was inducted to the West Virginia High Schoal Coaches Associatien Hall of

running key legs on relay 1eams for the Big Ruds.
He died tragically in a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old. At the time of his death,
he was one of the area’s rising baskeball officials,

Fame in 2012,

Coyne was inducted to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2013
The Scout Coyne Memorial Schotarship exists a1 Beliaire High School to honor his legacy.

Tyler Engle (Atnlece - 20005)

Tyler Engle (Fort Frve High School, Class of 2007). It didn’t matter
the season for this former Cadet multi-spon standout because he shined
brighity. The winner of FD varsity letters  Fogle really stood out on
the basketball court and basebail field where he eamed cight of those
MONoZrams.

1t was baseball where Engle earned lus oppertunity to compete colle-
giately at The Ohio State University. Plaving for the late Sonny Bidwell.
Engle hit 302 for his career with 12 home runs and 11T RBIs in leading
the program 1o a 74-23 record

As a sewor, Engle batied a robust 515 with tour homers and 34 RBIs
en route to earning ali-Ohio first team honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastern District
and Mizuno All-Star Games. He was named first-leam alfl-Fastern Disinet four tuncs and
was the player of the vear as a semor  Twace, Engle was named first-team all-QVAC and was
the Class 2A Player of the Year as a senior. He camed all-PVC four imes

On the basketball court. Engle left a lastmyg mark as he belped Coach Dan Liedtke's pro-
gram to 65 victories by scoring 1,760 career points. He grabbed 400 rebounds, passed aut
240 assists and had 130 steals during his career. He also draned 329, 3-peint goals, which
is the Ohio state record

During his scnior scason, Engle averaged 19.8 points en route to first-tecam all-Ohio,
all-Eastern District, all-QVAC. all-Pioneer Valley Conference and all-District 12. He alsa
ook part in the Chio North-South and OVAC All-Star Games, That fellowed up a junior
campaign in which he was named third-team all-Oluo, He was actually histed on the ali-state
team each year of his career

Engle also lettered three times m football, but ¢lected not to play his senior season.

After lugh school. Engle elected 1o become a Buckeye. He letigred four times as a short-
stop. He played 1 193 career gomes and batted 256, He had tour bome runs. 82 RBIs and
had 155 uts. When he finished his career, he ranked second in OSU history with 189 starts

With his playing days behind him, Engle entered coaching He coached at Ohio Valley
University, where he Gnished his Master s Degree, Elon University and Manetta Collepe.
He™s currently the baseball coach &t Meadowbrook High Suhool.

Liz Repella (Atntete - 20005)

Liz Repella (Steubenville High School. Class of 2007}, Whether it was
at Big Red or West Virgmia University, this standout basketball player
sumphy scored the ball

The multi-tdented combe gusrd earned all-Ohio henors four times
during her prep carcer. She was named firsi-team as bath a jumor and
senior, Repella was named ihe state’s player of the year. averaging 26.9
POINIS 3 game 48 4 Senior

She was named to the 1hird wam as a freshman and second team as @
sophomore

She is the all-ume leading scorer in Steubenville history -- regardless of gender -« with
2065 puints.

Along with her state accolades, she was aimed all-OVAC four times and firsi-team all-
Eastern thstreet four times, gamuering player of the year as a junior and seniar

Repella, who was also a multi-vear letter winner in sovcer. was ranked the 63rd best
player m ber elass as 2 sendor, which gamered several Division [ offers. She eventually
sertled on becoming a Mountammeer,

AWV, Repella fetiered Tour years and seored 1612 poinis, grabbud 712 rebounds, She
also collected 207 steals, passed out 162 assists and blocked 76 shots.

She was named first-team all-Big Cast as a junior and senior and was just the second
WYL female 1o gamer first-ieam honors in back-to-back seasons,

Repella was an honorable mention all-American after her senior season in which she
hebped lead Wess Virgimia 10 a 24-10 record and 2 second-round NCAA Tourney appearange,
During her final season in Morgantown. Repella led the team in [2 statistical categories.

All 10ld, she played in 134 games, whicl is the most in WVU history, and she was pant
of 96 victories. Her college point total was seventh best in WVU history at the time of her
graduanion.

Away from athleties. Repella was a standout student, She graduated with a degree inexer-
cise physiology and a GPA of 3.96 She was a representative on the WYL Swudent-Athlete
Advisory Committee. $he also received the Big Fast Scholar Athlete Sports Fxecllence
Award and was an Academic All-Amencan,
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Rich Wilinski (0vAC ‘Contributor?)

Rich Wilinski (Follansbee High Schoot, Class of’ 1955). He enjoyed an
outstanding 56-year career in education and has worn many hats includ-
ing coach, admanisirztor and television analyst for local high school
{ootball,

Wilinski was a head footbail coach for 19 years at four schools from
1965-83 with a combined record of 121-36-9. His first assignment was
at Wayne (1966-67) which merged into Wintersville (he was an assistant
1o Bob Kettlewell i [968-69); then w Toronto (1970-76), Steubenville Catholic (1977-84)
and Buckeye South (1983),

His 1974 weam a1 Toronto became the scheol’s second unbeaten team and Wilinsk was
selected the QVAC Coach of the Year and the Tirst reciprent of the Dapper Dan Club’s Robert
MeKelvey Memorial Award. His 15 alse a2 nmember of the Qluo Valley Football Coaches
Hall of Fame.

Wilinski began s career as the basketball coach during the final three scasons (1962-64}
of Follansbee St1. Anthony. winning the W, Va, Cathelic Tournament Class A crown in his
first season. He also couached boys” basketball at Wayne for three years and had ¢ combined
52-9 record with one Class A Sectional title.

He has been a TV analyst tor Ohio Valley high school foorball games tor WTOV-TVO tor
nearly three decades.

As an athfete, Wilinski was a three-sport regular (football/basketballibasebald) at
Follansbez. played on the Blue Wave's unbeaten state championship tweam in [934. seting
wp 4 T with an imerception and kicking the game-winning extra point it # 7-6 victory over
Barboursville to snag that school’s 28-game winning streak. He was named (isst team all-W.
Va, Class A. all-OVAC and ail-Valley “Big School.™

Wilinski attend 1he University of Florida on a football grant, but retumied horme and plaved
at West Liberty State College.

Jerry Narcisi (0vAC ‘Family')

Jerry Narcisi {Shadyside High School, Class of 1967). He has been
involved with the OVAC for more than a quarter of a century, display-
ing a passion for the youth of the Ohio Valley and the conference.
Narcisi bas been a member of the OVAC Executive Board since 2000,
including serving as president from 20035-2047,

He’s also been extremely active with track and field, serving on the
OVAC Track Committee for more than 25 years  in several capacitics
including meet director and head of the rules commitee. He also
served as the referee when the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships took place in
Bellaire and Shadyside.

Narcisi is a charter member of the Shadyside Relays Commitiee, serving as chairman
for 16 years. He's also been a registered track official in Ohio since 1972, working in
various capacilies at the districi and regional level countless times,

Narcisi is a trustee of the Shadyside High Scheol Sports Foundation and belongs to
countless professional organizations. He has served in various roles (teacher, supervi-
sor. director} at the Belmoni-Hurrison Vocational School including superintendent from
198 1-90: was supermtend of Shadyside Local Schoots from 1990-2006: and interim
superintendent of the Bridgeport Exempied Village School District in 2009. He is retired
but still serves as a consullant and facilitator for several local schools.

He recerved a Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology & Martage from Ohio
University in 1971 and a Master’s Degree in Vocationai-Technical Education from The
Ohiw State University in 974, completing his Superintendent License Coursework at
Franciscan University and the University of Daytan in 1981,

Scott Nolte (Medin)

Scort Nolte (Wheeling Park High School. Class of 1990). He has
worked at WTRF-TV7 since 1993, serving as Sports Director since 1996,

During his tenure, TV7 has won numerous awards including
“Outstanding Sports Operation,” "Best Regularly Scheduled $portscast™”
and “Best Play-by-Play™ in both West Virginia and Obio.

Nolte serves as Master of Ceremonices for the annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions which honors the conference weam champions and awards a host
of scholarships to area athletes each May at WesBance Arena in Wheeling.
He's also a regular contributor at the George Strager “Evening with the Stars™
Banquet held i comunction with the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Siar Football Game,

He also worked as play-by-play announcer and sideline reporter for the West Virginia
“Super $1x” State Football Championships from 1996-2004,

The co-host of West Virginia Universily football’s “Mountaineer Game Day™, he alse
teaches pant-time at Wheeling Park High School in the TV and Radio Career Tech Education
Deparument.

Nolte has alse worked a1 radio stations Eagie 107, WEEL FM 95.7 and WKKX AM 1600,

Nolte. who attended West Liberty and graduated from West Virginia Tech, is an avid fan
ol West Virginia University football and Cleveland Indians baseball.

Kim Clifford (coach

Kim Clifford (Beliaire High School, Class of 1972). Clifford cut his coach-
ing teeth as an assistant at Bellaire under Mark Matz and Gene Ammirante
hefore 1aking the head coaching position m Cadiz where he spent six years
and posted 3 90-48 record and won the OVAC Class AA championship in
1936,

He then moved on 1o St. Clairsville where he spent the next 27 seasons
{1991.2018). amassing a 372-234 revord 1o boost his career total 10 461-282
over 33 vears us 3 head voach,

At 51 C.. Clifford led the Red Devils 1o two OVAC crowns (2012 and 2013) and six Buckeye
§ titles: cight sectional championships. two distict championships (2012 and 2013} and one
regional titfe (2012) to carn the school's only OHSAA “Final Four™ berth (S1. C. fost o Iilida,
&1-27, in the Division [F State Semifinals).

tn addirion W receiving several East District and District 12 honors, Clifford coached in the
OHSBCA Nerth-South Atl-Star Game in 2000: was named the Ohio High School Basketball
Caoaches Association Coach of the Year in 2008: was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year
awaurd in 2012 and 2013, He also served as president of the Distriet 12 Basketball Coaches
Association.

He received the OHSBCA's Bob Anvzen Award. given 1o a coach who devoted 20 consecutive
vears or more of service 1o 1w same school and for 1heir bovalty and commitment 1o baskeiball.
in 2014; and wax inducted imo the St Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2019
and the District 12 Baskethacll Coaches Hall of Fame in 2021,

Ciitford is a 1972 graduate of Bellaire High School where be was captain of the basketball
team and played i the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic, He attended Urbana University
and graduated from West Liberty Smate College. caming master's degree from West Virginia
University.

[naddition to coaching basketball, he also spent time as the head track coach and as an assistant

Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral (Coach)

Robert *Bubba’ Kaprai (St. John Central High School. Class of
1974). What Kapral accomplished in one sport was enough 1o land him
in the “Halk.™ but he doubled down by getling it done in two sports as a
highly-successful track and basketball coach.

In trck. Kapral led St Johin's o the pinnacke on the girls® side not
onee, but twice by winning the OHSAA Division I State Champion-
ship (2007/2008) on the heels of back-1o-back runner-up fimshes the two
previous years (2005/2006). Overall, he coached 47 state place-winners.
including 39 on the girls” side and nine on the bovs” side.

During his 21-year track wenure. the Irish captured 13 OVAC Class A wam titles (girls -
1991, 92, °93.2002. "03. "04. '05, 06. "07, 08, "09: boys  [991, 2009).

Kapral was a two-time OVAC Overall Coach ol the Year {2008:2009); the OVAC Cal Gifs
fin Memorial Track Service Award reeipent and he was inducted into the Lastern District
Track and Cross Country Coaches Association Hall of Fame (2019).

Tn hoops, after assisting Kim Traversa Appollem for six years and being a pan of five
OVAC titles, he elevated 1o the head coaching post and enjoved 25 vears of hardwood suc-
cess with a sparkling record of 391-176.

During that time, the Lady Irish capured nine QVAC Class A championships {1995, "96.
99, 2000. 01, "06. 07, "08. " 16) and reached the OHSAA Division [V Regional Tourna-
ment in 2000-01 when SIC posted a school-record 23-2 record. Kapral was named the AP
Division IV Co-Coach of the Year wn 2000 and he was named Distnict Coach of the Year five
times,

Also tabbed the OHSBC A Girls® Basketball Coach of the Year in 2007, Kapral coached
in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley Alk-Star Baskeiball Classic four imes: coached in the
OHSBCA North-South All-Siar Basketball Classic in 2002 and the Pepsi District 12 Basket-
ball All-Star Classic in 2016. He has recetved the OVAC Rich Saffield Girls Coaches Award
(2012) and the OHSBCA Bob Amzen Award.

I addition to his coaching success, Kapral - a 1978 graduate of Bethany College with a
B.A. in Communications and a four-vear letterman on the Bison track squad — is a member
of the OVAC Hall of Fame Commiuiee, the OVAC Basketball Commitice and the OVAC
Coach of the Year Selection Committee, He's worked in various capacities at The Times
Leader for more than four decades. and currently serves as Executive Sports Editor of the
Times LeadersWheeling News-Register/Intelligencer and sinee retiring {rom coaching he
became a basketball referee.
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Larry Deaton (Officiul)

Larry Deaton (Marting Feery High School. Class of [964). Deaton was
A mainstay as gn official for more than 40 years. working countless high
schiool matches v both Ohio and West Virginia: college matches at the
NCAA and NAIA levels: and in freestyle wrestling,

His Hst of accolades is impressive, with the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference naming him the 1993 Mr. Mat’ award recipient and vears
later naming the conference’s annual officials award in his honor ~ the
Larry Deaton Official of the Year.

Deaton was alsy inducted into the Olno Wrestling Officials Hall of
Fame in 1994; was named the West Virginia Wrestling Official of the Year in [997: the
Wresthng USA Natonal Official of the Year im H(9: and he was the National Wrestling
Halil of Fame's Qthio Chapter inductlee in 2016,

As an athiete. he was a four-year letterman in wresting at Martins Ferry, winning an
OVAC atle in 1963 and an OHSAA District crown in 1964, Deaton was inducted into the
Martins Ferry Wreesthing Hall of Fame in 1998 and was chosen for the Martins Ferry Adhlene
Department’s “Wall of Honor™ in 201 8. He was also 2 four-year leuerman in football and a
iwo-vedr letterman in lrack.

Beaton helped start the Ohio Valley Weestimg Club in the 19705 and headed Martins
Ferry's tlag football program in that same era. and he served as president of the Purpie Rider
Baoster Club and on the Board of Directors of the Marting Ferry Recreation Center

Ralph Anastasio (Athiere - 19505)

Ralph Anastasio (Follansbee High School. Class of 1934). A three-
sport Blue Wave athlete and do-it-all football player with a quartet of first
team all-siar honers, he carned a scholarship to West Virginia University
where he lettered three vears as a two-way back. kick retrner and record-
setting punter,

The triple-threat back led the Blue Wave 1o an 8.2 record lus senior
vear. losing only to unbeaten and state runner-up Benwood Union by
13-12 and 10 8-1 record Wheeling Cuntral, the OVAC Class AN clam-
pion. by 7-6. He carned first eam bonors for OVAC largest Class AA,
All-Vatley “Big School™, All-Northern West Virginia. and the largest All-State Class AA As
a senior, he aecounted for 17 TDs including five on punt returns, one on a kickofT retum,
seven T passes and he also intercepted five passes. He played in the Ohio-W.Va, All-Star
game and a 13-0 W.Va. victory.

He also was a three.year letterman in baskerball and baseball.

AUW VUL he was a four-year football performer inctuding three varsity seasons as a 3-fool-
I1. [65-pound multi-purpose back (starting right haltback, defensive back. kick returner.
punter on teams with records of $-2, 5-5 and 7-2-1 and 1wo Southern Conference titles. In
the only tie, 6-6 vs, Virginia in [957, he made a near-impossible caich on a 62-yard pass
plav to tie the score and also set a school record. which iasted 40 vears. with a 78-yard pum.
Career-wise, he had 141 carries for 569 yvards. 20 reeeplions for 305 vards and a TD. 25 kick
retums for 263 yards and averaged 37 yards a punt.

After college. he returned to the Ohio Valley and was a wacher-coaclh before retiring to his
current home in Steubenville. He was head football coach at St John's trom 1960-62 and
Toronto from [964-69 including an 8-2 record in 1964,

Dr. William *Bill’ Welker (official)

Dr. William *Bilt* Welker (Shamokin (Pa.} High School, Class of 1963).
No ane has been involved as an official or promoted the sport of wrestling
not only in the conference. but far beyend, more than the “doctor™,

Wetker afficiated m the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournarment from
1980-91 and served as the rules interpreter from §992-2017. He was also
the OVAC Tounament's souvenir program coordinator and editor for 18
years (1979-96).

He receved the OVACs prestigious "Mr. Mat™ award in 1991 and was
abbed the OVAC Wrestling Officil of the Year in 2003.

Welker was the West Virginia Wrestling rules iterpreier, elinictan and supervisor of ofTicials
at the state oumament from 1989-2017 and the NFHS Natonal Wrestling Rules Commuttes
fram 2012-2015.

He received the 2000 NFHS Mideast Section 2 Distmguished Active Official Award and the
2002 National Wrestling Official of the Year Award from Wrestimg USA Magazine.

Welker was sefected the 1987 and 2013 (with his son Rick} Nanonat Sportswriter of the Year
by Wrestling LISA Magazine for his “Mat 1alk™ column which appeared in a host of publicateons
and was named that pubhication’s West Virginia Wrestling Man of the Year in 2001 He was also
tabbed the West Virginia Wrestling Sportswriter ot the Year seven umes.

He has alse conducted numerous wrestling clinies over the years.

As an athlete, he was a three-time sectional and distriet champion: a two-tume regional cham-
pion; the PLAA State Chaimpion tn 1963 and the state runsier-up in 1963 He camed & wrestling
scholarship o the University of Piusburgh.

Welker served as head wrestling coach at Wheeling High (1970-72). Wheehng Central
Catholic (1972-76) and Wheeitng Park (F979-80).

Tony Jeter (athlete - 1960s)

Tony Jeter (Weir High School. Class of 1962) — He was a 6-foot-3, 225-
pound four-sport, 1-letterwinring Red Rider athlete during a prime-time ¢ra
m Weir High sports overall and footbatl in particular whet Weit won three
state tiles and bost only six games fom 1937-61 under Hall of Fame coach
Burdell (Jimmy) Carey.

Jeter. a four-vear football letterman, was a starting defensive end on the
10-1 record Class AAA state title eam of 1960 and 2 two-way end standout
on the 10-1 record repeat sime championship eam of 1961 when he was
selecied first team All-Sate, All-Valley and AJl-OVAC. Weir routed Nitro,
40-0 and St Albans, 26-7 in the two title games,

In basebal). Jeter won the team MVYP award and was scouted by the Pitishurgh Pirates. He
letiered theee times in basketball and baseball and one yvear in track.

He accepted a University of Nebraska foothall scholarship and. after competing on thw fresh-
man team, was a three-year. 33-game starter at end on Combusker bowl feams - two Orange
Bowt and one Cotton Bowl. In the 1966 Orange Bow] loss, 39-28. he landed two TLY pusses 1o
tie a bowl record, Career-wise. playing on a running team, he landed 38 passes for 328 vards.
The two-time All-Big Eight honoree, and eam MV a5 a senior for a 10-0 regular seasen team.
vamed first leam Adl-America defensive honors by the Amerivan Coaches Association and seq-
ond team by the two wire services as well as Academic All-America.

The Nebraska Football Hail of Famer was drafied in the NFL thind round. 46th averall. by the
Green Bay Packers and alse by the AFL Qakland Raiders. Traded by the Packers wo the Pittsburgh
Steclers, be played tlree NFL seasons betone a back snjury halted his career.

He is the brother of OVAC Hali of Famer, and former U. of lowa and Green Bay Packer star
Bob Jeter.,

Tom Bloom (Athiete - 1950s)

Tom Bloom (Weir High School. Class of 1959), He led the Red Riders
to state championships in fooiball and baseball. both under Hall of Fame
coach fimmy Carey, before earming a tootball scholarship 10 Purdue
University where he was a four-vear perfonner.

AL Werr, he earned 11 letters in three varsity sports with muluple
lwonors in football and baseball plus being a basketball regular. He leod
the Red Riders to 2 two-year tootball record of 20-1 and o state largest
class championship as a jumor. The 11-0 record tweam beat Fairmont
Senior. 19-12 for the tithe at Wheeling [sland Stadium. As a sensor. OVAC
champion Weir went 9-1, losing only to eventual state champion Parkersbury in the regular
season finale, He earned first team All-State and Al-OVAC and was selected captain of the
“Big School™ All-Valley team as a two-way back and kick retumer

As a senior. be had a Y3-vard kickotf return T in win over Steubenville and o 96-vard
rushing TD and 217 mishing vards vs. Follansbee, He ended the season with ieam-best 943
rushing yards, Career-wise, on balanced teams. he had 1,869 rushing yards -~ second best
al Weir at the time -- and scored 25 TDs and 151 points. As a junior, he retumed 2 kickoft
R1 vards vs, Wheeling.

In baseball, the outfielder was an all-state tournament selection as Weir caplured the
one-class state Litle with a 6.2 finals” win over East Bank. the swute’s wp champienship
program at the lime,

At Purdue University. he was a two-way, do-ir-all halfback whe was selected the outstand-
ing back on the eeshman teir and three-year varsity letterman and twa-year stutter, He was
the team's second top rusher and receiver as a junior and top team receiver (13 catches for
217 yards andd two TDs) as a senior. He scored two TDs in a 17-6 win over Michigan Stane
in 1962, He was a kick retumer and defensive back (47-yard intereeption TD).

He was drafied by the Cleveland Browns in the &th Round (Ne. 74 overall) and indhgated
he would sign with them, but was a victim of an automebile crash and passed away in 1963

The Ohio Valiey Athletic
. Conference is the largest
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Mike Palmer (Athlete - 1960s)

Mike Patmer (Steubenvilie High School. Class of 1967) - The 3-foot-
103, P70-pound running back is one of only three Rig Red stars 1o earn
Ohio AP Back of the Year honots. joining OVAC Hall of Famers Harry
Wilson and Zach Collaros. He was the featured back on two Ohio-ronked
powers and earned two first team Associaled Press largest Class AA
Al-Ohio lionors plus two All-Valkey “Big School™, two AI-OVAC Class
AAA, and two Afl-Eastern Ohio honors. He was All-Valley co-coptain as
a senior when he Jed Big Red to a 9-1 record. losing only 1o Massillon,
and ranked No. 4 in the state Class AA poll. As a junior, Big Red went
8-2 and was ranked No. 8 in the Chio AP pofl,

As a seitior, he scored 126 points (18 TDs. 18 conversions) and rushed 149 times for 1.098
yards and landed 16 passes for 261 yards. Playing against top-caliber foes as a junior, e
rushed 107 times for 882 yards. landed 17 passes for 292 yards. and scored 89 points on 13
TDs and 3 conversions,

He also competed in wrack and basketball. As 2 member of sprint relay units, he ran a leg
on an QVAC meet record-seiing 880-yard weam which tmed 1:31.). Big Red wen four
straight OVAC Class AAA crowns from 1964-67.

Earning a tootball scholarship to [owa State University, he was a two-year letterman, and
starter, for the Cyelones while rushing 116 trmes for 443 yards and two TDs and landing 18
passes for 267 yvards and 1wo scores, He had an NFL tryout.
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Pete Abuls (Athtete - 1970%)

Pere Abuls (Cambndge High School, Class of 1978) - Abuls was the
seeond [.000-point scorer in the history of Cambridge boys® baskerball,
finishing his career with 1,091 ponts,

The 6-6 dandy led the Bobceats as a senior with 543 points {a school
record at the nme). a 27.3 average, scoring i double figures

n &l 21 games including s1x 30-point games. opped by 40 against
New Pluladelphia. Abuls led the Bobears 1o three OHSAA Distnet
Tournarment finals

As would be expected, he received many post-season honors, Abuls
was nomed first-team all-Obio as a semor. joining Ohio Stawe legends
Clark Kellogg and Art Schhichter on thar hist. He was also the AP Eastern District Class AAA
“Player of the Year™ and a first-team all-OVAC Class AAAA and all-District 12 selection.

As a jumior, he was an honorable mention all-Eastern District honoree when he scored
342 points,

Abuls was also o dynamic performer in rack & field for the Bobeals

The three-year letlerman set what was then an OVAC record in the high jump with a leap
of 6-6 and he also wen 21-9 i the long

Jump, helpig the Bobeats 1o the Class AAAA championshep. Voted the school's Ray Voliz
Award winner a5 the top male athlete. he was also 2 two-vear lerterman in cross country.

Abuls conttnued his athletic and academie careers at Temnessee Tech where he was a four-
vear letterman and the team captain for three years. He

finished his career with 1187 pomts {a 12.2 avengel, 462 rebounds, E39 assists and 110
steals, He averaged 13.3 poinis as a freshman and

led the wam at 12,1 as a sophomore. After an ijury-plagued punior campargn, he again
led the 1eam in scoring a1 14.5 as a senior. Abuls eamned all-Ohie Valley Athlete Conference
accolades following his senior campaign.

Abuls was inducied into the Desirtel 12 Baskeiball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2013,

Don ‘Kip’ McLane (athlete - 19705)

Don ‘Kip® MeLane (Steubenville Catholic Central, Class of 1971) -
McLane rates among the best hoopsters ever 1o suit up for the Crusaders.

He put together a dominating senior season, averaging 25.4 poitus and an
amazing 20 rebounds per contest.

Not surprisingly. a slew of honers came his way following that memo-
rable campaign. He was tabbed first team all-OVAC, all-Eastern District

and District § player-of~the-year. Moreover, MeLane was selected by
both UPL and AP as a first-team all-Ohio honoree. He was also chosen 0
play in the Ohio NorthSouth All-Star Game,

His outstanding exploits also resonaled on the national landscape as Mctane was named
to a pair of All-American teams: The U.S. Basketball Writers Association Coach and Athletic
Magazine and the Sunidst Grewers A-A squad.

He ended his career at Sicubenville Catholic — where he is a member of the school™s Hall of
Fame (Class of 1989) - with [.008 points.

After hus illustrious Crusader career. McLane received a basketball scholarship to Duguesne
L'niversity - a national power in those days.

McLane was a three-year starter at Duguesne University, serving as team caplain as a senior
in 1975, With the Dukes, he tatlied 861 points (12 ppg) . 586 rebounds (8.1 rpg) and 127 assists.
He passed away i 2014 at the age of 61.

Joseph ‘JoJo’ Blaha (Athiete - 19805)

Joseph “JoJo’ Blaha (Wheeling Central Cathohie, Class of 1983) — iIn
a school where athletic tradinen runs deep. Blaha rates with the Maroon
Kinghts® all-ime greats He was a firsti-team all-siate honoree in three
sparts - football, basketball and baseball,

While starring in all three sports, Blaha's prep baseball exploits were
slaggering,

He was a two-time all-stater ( 1981/1983). He baitted better than 400 as
3 junior and senier. caming all-OVAC and all-Valley first-team plaudits.
He also helped lead Wheeling American Legion Post | 1o a pair of state
championships, lghiighted by bemg selected in 1983 as the West Virginia State Player of
the Year,

In football, Blaha was a stud running back and led the (eam in rushing as a junior and
sgnior. eclipsing the [.000-yard mark as a senior. Hix ball-toting efforis landed him all-
OVAC, all-State and all-Valley plawdits.

The versatile and multi-talenied Blaha waxs a four-year basketbatl performer for legend-
ary coach Skip Prosser. The Knights capiured the 1982 state crown, their first as 2 member
of the WVSSAC, Cemral advanced o the state tournament again the foltowing year. The
savy guard was voted to the state all-losmament team in hoth 1982 and 1983, Blaha was
a double-digit scorer in his tinal two years in hoops. He was an all-OVAC, all-Valley and
all-State honoree Bath of those seasons.

Blaha opled to continue his basebalt and academic careers at Valdosta Stawe in Guorgia,
where he scripted another brilliant diamond resume. letering all four years. He was a two-
time All-American and two-time all-conference honoree during his collegiate playing days.
The standout third baseman established eight school records. He was a (339 carcer hitter
with 43 home runs. 32 RBI, 178 runs scored and 209 RBI. Blaha helped lead Valdosta to
157 wins in his career.

.
Daryl ‘Boogie’ Johnson (achiete - 19995)

Dary! ‘Boogie” Johnson {Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1992)
- It didn't matter the sport or season for this Patriol. he simply shined.

While earning accolades in multiple sports. it was on the fooball field
where Johnson left his biggest impact,

One of the best running games 1o ever suit up in the Ohio Valley,
Johnson rushed for more than 4,100 carcer yards and 36 1ouchdowns.
He saved his best for last, purting forth a highly memerable campaign in
which he carried the ball 229 times for 2.062 yvards and scored 31 wuch-
downs. During that sentor season in 1991, Johnson had his biggest games
against the biggest opponents. Against Morgantown, Johnson carried the ball 9 umes for 231
yards and tour touchdowns in the first haif alone.

Following 1hat season. accolades followed Johinson as he was named the recipient of the
Kennedy Award, wiich goes to the top prep player in the Mountain State. as well as the
Gaworade Plaver of the Year in the state. He was atso named foursh-team All-Amencan. Along
with those. he was first-tieam All-State, All-OVAC and All-Valley,

Johnson was histed on the All-OVAC team in all three years of his career.

In Februrary of 1992, Johnson signed a Natuoenal Letter of Intent to continue his football
carcer at Ohlahoma Stare Universite, He made an impact carly. accumulanng more than 600
vards of offense as a freshman. but saw his campaign cut short due to a knee injury. As a
sophoemore., he had gained 300 vards. but a collarbone mjury ended his season and lus junior
vear was alse cut short with anather knee injury.

O 1op of his football prowess at Wheeling Park. Johnson shined on the baseball field.
He had a career bating average of beter than 400, including two ail-OVAC seasons as a
sophomore and jurior where he hit 455 and 420, respectively,

Carl Fodor (Achlete - 1980s)

Carl Fotfer (Weir High School. Class of 1982) - Fodor was a prolilic
three-year starter af quanterback for the Red Riders. He set the school
carcer passing record of 2,090 yards (it lasted until 2005) despite playing
on three losing record teams and missing several games with injurics.

As a senior, he was sidelined from Weur's first three games with a col-
larbone injury. In seven games, he passed for 1.213 yards, completing 74
of 163 passes with 8 TLs for a 1-9 record team. [n their win over Mount
View (27-12). he passed for 269 vards. then second-best in school history.
Foder earned second-team Class AAA all-

state honors as well as all-Valley and all-Mountaineer League plaudits, He was selected
1o play in the W. Va. North-South All-Star Game n Charleston and quarterbacked the North
{coached by Dave Cisar) te an upset victory.

Fodor also excelled on the diamond for the Red Riders, He was a three-year regular center-
fielder who helped Weir earn a state Class AAA state lournament berth with section and
regional utles ingluding a 1-0 upset Region | semi-tinal win ever John Marshall and OVAC
Hall of Fame pitcher Chrix Jones. He cammed hanorable mention largest Class AAA all-Siare
plus all-Valley (all-class} second team.

Fodor went onto a record-setting career as Marshall University’s quarterback. He ended
his Thundering Herd carcer holding virually every passing record in school annats. The
talented quarterback completed 416-0f-811 passes for 35 TDs. He established 2 Southern
Conference record with his 6,627 passing vards.

Fodor’s passing exploits a1 Marshall carmed him the West Virginia Amateur Athiete of the
Year Award (now Hardman Award), He is one of only seven OV prep products who have
won the stale’s oldest award originated in 1933, The other six are already honored by the
OVAC: Chuck Howley. Lee Patrone. Zach Amedro, Jobn (Fuzzy) Fillics, Harold {Doc)
Daugherty and Kenny Griffith.

Fodor signed a free agent NFL contract with the $t. Louis Cardinals and was on the
practice squad in 1986 before signing CFL contract with the Calgary Stampeders where he
played two seasons. He then plaved a season with Chicago in the Arena League before end-
ing his carcer with one seasom in Wheeling with Steel Valley Smash.

Fodor was inducted into the W.Va, Coaches Association Hall of Fame plus halls of fame
at Marshall and Weir,

Josh Watson (Athlete - 1990s)

Josh Waisen (Magnolia High School, Class of 1999) - Regardless if it
was track or cross country, this former Blue Eagle ran...and he ran fast.

Watson is one of the most decorated distance runpers im Ohio Valley
history. achieving impeccable success in both sports.

In his OVAC and West Virginia Stare Meet careers, Warson finished
with [5 gold medals, including 14 individual titles - the most in Ohio
Valley history.

In cross country, Watson became the first Magnelia harrier to win the
West Virginia State Championship, helping his tearm 1o the stale team tile
as well. He also won the regional title and tinished second in the OVAC.

Watson didn't stop there, He wan the regional and state championship as 2 junior and
SENIor, 0.

[n the spring. it didn’t matter the distance, Whether it was the 800, 1600 or 3200, Waison
took on all comers. His junior season, he finished as the high scerer in the Class A/AA meet
with 32.3 points. Those came via the state title in the 800, 1600 and 3200 and he anchored
the champion 4x800 wam. He won the [600 and 3200 at the OVAC and finished as runner-
up in the 800.

As a semor, Waisou belped guide the Blue Eagles o the West Virginia Class A'AA staie
team title thanks lo scoring 32 more poinis, which includes repeats in all three of the indi-
vidual distance events and a runper-up finish in the 4x8. He was the OVAC champion in all
three individual races and sel the OVAC 3A record al the ime at 1:59.05,

After high school. Watson signed 10 compete in both spons at William & Mary. He carned
Academic All-American honors in both sports and a Phi Beta Kappa.
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Leekycia Brown (achlete - 20005)

Leekycia Brown (Mouroe Central High School, Class of 2005), This
nght-handed ace leuered in multipke spons dunng her time with the
Seminodes, but it was n the softball pitching circle where she made her
biggest nmpact

Brown led the Seminoles 1o the 2004 Division 1 Stuie Champronship
by pitchimg every ming of the 32-game season. [n the state utle game.
agoinst Wheelersburg, Brown pilched a compleie game, striking out four
and walking wwo in a 1-0 victory,

During that junior season. Brown finished with a 0.62 earned run
average and an astounding 290 strikeouts. She pitched no fewer than [8 shutouts. She dlso
shined an the plate.

A3 4 juniotr. Brown guided the Seminoles to the regienal champienship pame and batied
433, For her carcer. she wus a 334 hier.

Al told. during her prep carcer. Brown fimshed with a 91-16 record, 900 strikeouts and
just 49 walks. She pitched nine no-hitters and five perfect games. At the time of her gradua-
tion, she held the Ohio record for consecutive wnings pitched withowt allowing a walk a1 76.

Obviously, plenty of accolades followed Brown. She was a first-team All-Ohio selection
as a sophomore and jutior. She earned second-team accolades as a freshman and honorable
mention 2s o senior, She was named ALOVAC first team four times and was the Eastem
District and OVAC Player of the Year as a soplomore and junior.

Her prep exploits earned a scholarship to Norfolk State University where she competed
for four scasons As a freshman. she was named the wam’s Rovkie of the Yeur after jvading
the sguad in bitting (:339) 2 ERA (2.68). As a junior. she was named to the conference's
All-Academic Team and finished 10-9 in the circle with a 3.07 CRA, She was named the
ream’s MVP following the season,

Along with softball, Brown lewtered sn basketball for the Seminobes, eaming all-OVAC
honors,

OVAC Hall of Fame
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Henry ‘Hen’ Healy (0vAC ‘Contributor?)

Henry (Hen} Healy (51 John Central High School. Class of 1944). He
enjoved suceess as a head couch in two sports al two conterence schools
- 8. John Central and Paden City - amassing an overall football record of
117-52-3 and a basketbali record of 151-48 and is one of only two OVAC-
era coaches who won state championships in both sports (the other was
Hall ot Famer Burdel “Jimmy™ Carey of Weir High.

Healy was a1 St. John Centrzl trom 1954-57, coaching the school’s only
perfect-record football wam (9-0 in 1936) which was Jed by Hall of Fame
running back Joe Maroon. He was named OVAC Coach of the Year in
1937, His three-year record with the [rish was 19-7, He was alse head basketball coach three
vears a1 SIC. winning the OVAC Class A champienship in 1956 and pesting a three-vear
record of 39-18

He moved on to Paden City, coaclung there from 1957-1971. gutding the Wildeats o carly
successes in both foorball and basketball, In football. he coached 15 years with a record of
98-45-3 with three unbeaten regular seasons and three West Virginia Class A champronship
game appesrances. The Wildeats won their first state crown in 1974 atier losing in the finals
twice o a powerhouse Monongah squid led by the likes of Kermy Marbury and Nick Saban.
Healy's 1959 and 1963 teams were unbeaten. but they didn’t compete in the two-leam state
playoffs. His 1966 team went 3-0-1, but again didn’t make the playotts, Among the Wildeat
stars of the tinte were future Syracuse beck Pennis “Dink™ Blaw: future WVU backs Mike
Nelson and Lamry sine: and Arcelius "Ace™ Lyle, brother of future Chicago Bears’ defensive
back Garry Lyle. In basketball. he coached Paden City to a six-year record of 112-30, lugh-
lighted by the school’s first West Visgmea Cliss A sute ik in [960. The 23-4 record 1eam wus
led by Marshall Umiversity reeruit Watter *Noek™ Smuttle. None o lus s1x Wildeat leams won
less than 15 games Healy also served as Paden City's athleuc director and principal.

He plaved football and basketball at St John's, then served i the S, Army durmg Wi [
before atiending West Liberty State Coltlege where he was a four-vear letierman in two sports.
graduaung i 1951 He was a standout at fullback and defensive back under Coach Joe Bartell
and a forward on the basketball team. He was mducted into the West Liberty Athlete Hall of
Fame in 1984 and the Wewzel County Hall of Fame in 2019 He passed away in 2003 at the
ageot O

Natalie Perzanowski (Athlete - 2000s)

Natalie Perzanowski (St John Central High Seheol Class of 2008). Distance
runiing — whether it was mack or cross country - was the way of hfe for tis
formwer Eady [rsh standout,

Perzanowski was a key cog in the Lady Insh track team’s four-year aun of
dommanege that saw them win two state championship, two stale Tunner-up
wophies and four consecutive OVAC titles.

All 1old, she claimed seven state-level medals in teack. including winning
the 1600 and 3200 meter run siate titdes in 2006, She also has 2 mo of bronze
medals i her collection along with 2 fifth and seventh i the 4x500 during
2008 and 2006, respectively.

At the OVAC Championship, Perzanowskt finished with 14 conferenee tiles, wimnning four golds
as a sophomore and seniorn,

After her sophomore season. she was named the Eastem Distnct’s Female Athlete of the Year.

In cross country, Perzanowski qualified w0 the OHSAA Stale Meet four times and eamed all-Ohio
in threw of those appearances. Her best fimsh came in 2007 when she crossed the line m third. She
was fourth as a junior and eighih as & sophomore

She was twice (2003, 2006} the overall OVAC champion and m 2004 and 2607 won the Class
1A2A e,

Perzanowski was named Eastert Distnct Athlere of the Year for Division 111 n both 2003 and 2006.

Aleng with her exploits on the irack and CC course, she was a three-time Acaderic Al-Otuo
henoree in both sponts.

While distance rumning was where she really made her presence felt she was also an impact per-
former for the Lady Insh basketball program duning her four years. She scored 991 carver poirts, had
388 steals. passed out 306 assists and pulled down 297 rebhounds,

She was three times listed as first team All-Eastemn District and AIFOVAC, while helping to
Tead ber team 1o three QVAC titles. She was second-team AllOho as a junior and was named The
Intelligencer Sophomeare of the Year in 2006 and twice was Distnet 12 Player of the Year in 2006
and 2007,

Alier high school, Perzanawski went 1o the University of Toledo 1o continue ber rutning career

Dr, Dianna Vargo (OVAC ‘Family’)

Dr. Dianna M. Vargo (St Claisville High School. Class of [1977). A true
“goodwil] ambassador™ of the conference, Dr. Vargo has the disunciion of
being the first female member of the OVAC Exccutive Board when she came
aboard in 2001, and she remains the only female more than 2¢ years later.
She also served two vears (2007-08 and 2008-091 as presudent of the board

Dr. Vargo has done yeoman work as chainman ol the George Swager “Evenig
with the Stars™ Banquet at 'Wheeling Park’s White Palace. an event showcas-
inng the players. coaches. cheerleaders and Queen of Queen candidates partici-
pating in the annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Footbail Game.

The OVAC Varsity Board was also the branchild of Dr. Vargo, The premase of the Varsity Board

which includes two students (one boy. une girl} from a majority of the conference schools 15
“empowering student-athletes to promote leadership. character and knowledge™ and ancludes dis-
CUSHONS o various topics such as sporsmanstip and community tvobvement.

Dr. Varge is ¢ 1981 graduate of Ohio University with o Bachelor of Arts and Seiences in Muh-
ematics. She eamed a Master of Ants in Science/Mathematics Education from Wheeling Jesuit
College in 1987, a Master of Ants in Education Admimstration from West Vigima University
in 1993 and a Doctoral in Educationat Leadership from West Vinpma University in 2009, She
spent more than three decades with Ohio County Schools, first as a math teacher and track/cross
country coach at Wheeling Park High Schook in the carly 1980s: served as assistant principal and
then in 2001, she beeame high school principal at Park: assisiant supermeendent in 2003 and then
m 2009, she was appoinied the Depwy Superintendent of Ohio County Schools. In 2612, Dr,
Vargo was named Superiiendent of Olwo Courty Schoels. serving m that capacity untif 2016,

A resident of Wheeling, she also serves on the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and is
a member of the City of Wheelmg Muniaipal Civie Service Comimission. Dr. Vargo currently
serves as the Director of Graduate Educauon and Accelerated Centification for Teaching Pro-
grams at Wheeling University,

Seth Staskey (Media)

Seth Staskey (Shadyside High School. Class of 1998), There have been
members of the Qhie Valley media with longer tenures than Staskey, but
probably nore more passionate about the conference and its athletic pro-
grams. n 23 years {and tikely for another two decades or more). Staskey
has reported on sporting events up and down the Ghio River on both
aides. in every sport imaginable.

He started lus journalism career in (999 at The Times Leader, quickly
clevating to the posuion of sports editoe, [n addition te articles, columns
and photographs appeanng m the eastern Ghio newspaper. his works also
appear regularly mn The Intelligencer. Wheeling News Register and The Herald Star, He is
also a [requent guest sports commentztor for WKK X Radio and WTRF-TV?

Staskey 15 a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association, the Ohie High School
Athletic Associatien (OHSAA) Media Advisory Commitiee and a member of the OPSWA
East Distriet Football, Boys Basketball and Girls Basketball All-Star Selection Commillee.

His direct mvolvement with the OVAC includes serving as a member of the Hall of Fame
Conunittee. the Track Commitiee. the Golf Committee and the Basketball Commnittee:
handling media releases for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Footbull Game and OVAC
Samuel A. Mumley All-Siar Baskeiball Classic: and he is the public address announcer for
the OvAC Cal Gaffin Track Championships at Red Devil Stadium in St, Claarsville.

Staskey also finds wme 10 umpire sofiball from vowth leagues through high school as o
menmber of the Ohio Valley Board ol Sotikall Umpires.
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Dave Cisar (Coaches)

Dave Cisar (Bishop Donahue High School. Class of 1964). Cisar
enjoved a historic ¢coaching career at
Magnolia High School in New Martinsville, W Va,. collecting an
incredible 1051 combined victories in baseball and football — the
most in OVAC history.

In 4% years as head baseball coach. Cisar posted an 893-440 re.
cord (most wins i OVAC history: second all-time in West Vir-
ainia) with nine OVAC tournament or regular season titles (1976,
TRO, TR, T4, 798, 2000, "01. 02, 09), 10 regional championships,
one West Virginia Class AA State Championship (2006 with 24-7
record) and three state runner-up finishes (1984, 2003, 2013). His tcams enjoved
nine 20-wins scasons and five 30-win scasons. Cisar was the 2007 West Virginia
State High Schooi Bascball Coach of the Year,

He went 158-107 in 24 scasons as head football coach with four OVAC
titles (1981, °91,92, *98); scven WVSSAC playoff appearances {1978, "81, '83, "85,
’88, '92 and '93) and threc state runner-up finishes (1981, ‘92 and ‘93). He coached
in the 1979 OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game and the 1982 West Virgin-
ia North-South All-Star Football Classic. He was the 1981 and 1988 Intelligencer/
Wheeling News Register Football Coach of the Year.

Cisar is a member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame (2012), the
Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame (2003). the Bishop 1onahue Hall of
Fame {2006) and the West Liberty University
Athletic Hall of Fame (2021). He received the Carl R, Hamill Award from the Dap-
per Ban Club of the Upper Ghio Valley in 1993 and was named that group's Co-Man
of the Year in 2009.

A second 1eam all-state bascball player as well as the quarterback in tootball at
Bishop Donahuce, Cisar transferred 10 West Liberty S1ate College after one year at
Miami-Dade Junior College and was a three-year standout pitcher on the diamond
(1967-069) and two-year caprain.

The Hillloppers were 1969 WVIAC champions and went 30-5 in Jeague play
during Cisar’s three vears on the diamond.

New Martinsville named the road near the athletic ficlds “Dave Cisar Way™.

Terry Depew (Coaches)

Terry Depew (Juniata (Pa) High Schoot, Class of 1969), This versa-
ttle coach spent more than a quarter century patrolling the sidelines of
Lockhart Alumni Field on the Linsty campus in Wheeling and he was also
the valuable right-hand man to a fellow Hall of Famer with the highly-
successlul Cadet baseball program.

Depew served as head football coach at Linsly tor 26 seasons {1980-
2003), putting together a [50-96-1 career record. That included the first
three perfect record teams in the history of Lhe private school which has a
football history dating back to the late 18905 — 10-0 in 1956, 9-0 in 1587
and 10-0in 19%6.

Depew-coached squads had two lengthy winning streaks — a school record 26 straight
{1986-85) and then 19 in a row {1989-90). He guided four teams 1o Ohio Valley Athletic
Conterence titles, winning i three different divisions - Class 3A in £987. Class 2A in 1989
and Class TA in 1996 and 2004,

He coached the West Virginia squad in the OVAC Rudy Mumley Afl-Star Football Game
five times (1984, "87. 792, '97 and 2003). Depew - who coached three Hall of Fame grid-
ders in Willie Clay. Eddie Drummond and Dan Stephens - received the Cart Hamill Award
for coaches from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 1993, He was succeeded as
Linsly's head football coach in 2006 by his son. B.J. Depew. whe led the Cadets to their
fourth unbeaten season (10-0) in 2011,

In the spring, Depew served as an assistam coach under Hall of Famer Gary Sprague.
helping lead the Cadets to 13 OVAC championships.

In addition 1o his coaching, Depew - a native of Miflintown (Pa.) and a 1973 graduaie of
Bucknel! University where he was a three-year letierman an the Bison football team — sermved
as Linsly’s business manager and later as the assistant headmaster.

Mike Coyne (Officials)

Mike Coyne (St. John Central. Class of 1967). For more than
four decades. the easily-recognizable and highly-regarded Coyne
made his way up and down the basketball coust as an officizl before
tinally hanging up his whistle tollowing the 2020-21 season at the
age of 71,

A 42-year active member of the Ohio Valiey Board of Approved
RBasketball Officials (he’s was awarded an honorary litetime mem-
bership upon his retirement). Coyne worked primary in the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference. bur officiated games throughouwt Ohio
and West Virginta. All told. Coyne worked a total of 24 state basketball toumaments
(17 in Chio and seven in West Virginia) as well as countless sectional/district/regional
level contests, OVAC Tournament games and OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star
Basketball Games

Coyne also refereed the highly-publicized match-up featsring LeBron James and
Akron St Vingent-5t. Mary against Cannele Anthony and Oak Hill in Columbus in
2002,

Coyne was honored with induction into the Ohio High School Athletic Associations
OfTicials Hall of Fame in 2008, He was named the QHSAA Official of the Year in
1990: the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Official of the Year in 1989 and
the District 5 Baskeibatt Coaches Associstion Official of the Year in 2019,

He was the first inductee into the Cancer Rescarch Classic Hall of Fame in 2020, having
worked at least one game in each of the tirst 12 years of the prestigious hoops event.

He seceived an Quistanding Achievement Award fom the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan
Club in 1992 and was the recipient of the QVAC Robert Dawson QOfficials Award in 2021,

Edmund DiBacco (oficials)

Edmund DiBaceo (Follansbee High School, Class of 1969). He began
calling balls and strikes right out of high school and became a fixture on
high school and college baseball diamonds for 34 vears (1969-2002).

DiBacco worked at the highest level in West Virginia prep ranks,
umgpiring six WVSSAC State Tournamenis in either Parkersburg or
Charleston. He also had 31 West Virginia Sectional games and 20
Region 1 Tournament games 1o his eredit zlong wizh eight Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Tournament games.

DiBacce also spent 31 years working college bascbadl contests, includ-
ing the NCAA Division LI Regional Tournament in Mariettz and home games for countless
teams including Bethany, West Liberty, Washington & Jefferson, Pitt, West Virpima, Kent
State. Duquesne, Point Park and LaRoche.

He also had 32 years with American Legion action. including eizht West Virmima State
Tournaments, six National Legion Regional Tournaments and the 1991 American Legion
World Series in Boyertown. Pa.

DiBacco urapired at the US Olympie Trials in 1992 in Millington Tenaessee.

Jim Capito (Athlete - 19505)

Jint Capito (Bellaire High School. Class off 1958). A schoot and
Ohiv Valley sprint and jump record-setter. he earmed three All-Valley
track honors including four everts as a senior: 100-yard, 220-yard and
J40-yard dashes and long jump.

As a senion, he set Big Reds® school records in the 220 (23.0). 440
(50.8) and in the long jump (23-10 1/2), the later an Ohio Valley record
whicl Tasted 30 years umil 1988, He was the individual top scorer in three
major mects « OVAC, Bellaire Relays and the District mcet qualifier for
the Ohio state meet where a leg injury ended his prep career.

He set OVAC records in the 100, 220 and long jumgp. At the prestigious Bellaire Relays,
he weon the 100, 220 and sez a meet recond of 51.23 in the 440

As a junior. the Big Red was Ali-Valiey in three events and placed seventh in the 220 at
the Ohio State Meet for All-Ohio honors. He also set an QVAC and Marting Ferry Relays
220 standtard and sct two Bedlaire Relays records. He anchored a school-record 880-yard
relay unit mark of 1:33.8,

In his sophomore season, e tied the 220-vard mark of 23.3 ai the Bellaire Reluys. the
area’s lop invitational regular season mect during thar era.

He also was a member of Big Reds” football and basketball wams.

His track exploits started as a freshman when he was the individual top scorer 1n the
OVAC Freshman Meet by winning the 100 and 220 sprints, anchoring the winning sprim
refay unit and placing second in the long jump.

Roger Holdinsky (athlete - 19505)

Roger Holdinsky (Moundsville High School. Class of 1958), Football
and track were his best sports but be competed in four sports as a Trojan
and three sports at West Virginia University,

As a prep senior, he led the Trojans to a 9«1 record and was first team
All-State Class AA, first team AN-OVAC and co-captain of the All-Valley
“Big School™ selections. He led state largest class scoring with 129 peints
while “Mr. Everything”, according o the All-State relcase, also passed,
quick kicked. pumted. kicked off and bouoted conversions. and played
dutiense, He rushed for 1106 yards on [63 carries (6.8 ave.).

The Trojan flash scored [9 TDs, added 123 PATS and passed for twe TDs. He averaged
50,7 yards on seven quick kicks and intercepted eight passes on defense. He amassed 1,753
all-purpose yagds in 14 games for rushing, passing. retums and interceptions.

He also was captain and top scorer as a senior basketball player. A four-year football and
basketball performer. he also competed two each year in baseball and track, where he was a
sprinter, jumper and pole vaulter.

The 5-foot-11, 160-pounder camed a football scholarship to West Virginia U.. where he
not only was a four-vear performer (one year on the freshman team and three varsity leners
as a two-way back and kick returner) and the Mountaineers” firs1 varsity athlete 1o letter in
three unrelated sports in several vears.

He was a record-setting track sprinter-jumper with a schocl-record 21.3 seconds for 210
yards and 46-foot. 4-inches for the hop. step and jump. He won the Southem Conference 220
as a senjor and was WVU's wop track scorer his last two years, He also lettered in swimming
and earned WVU's “Outstanding Minor Sports Athlete™ award for 1962,

Despite his size, he was drafied by the Green Bay Packers in the 15th Round (210 overall
pick) of the 1962 NF1, Draft, but opted to return home for employment.
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Bob Bruney (Athiete - 1960s)

Bob Bruney (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1960). He was a
foasball-wrestling standout for the Purple Riders before joining the Ohio
State University football program

Known as “Bullet Bob™, the 3-foot-9, 163-pound two-way football
back averaged six yards a carry for the [10-0 record Ferry team which
won OVAC Class AA honors in 1959 and was ranked nintly in the Ohio
largest Class AA poll. He carmed All-Fastern Obio honors, second weam
Al-OVAL and honorable mention on the fargest Class AA All-Chio team
at defensive back.

I wrestling, he was a standout on the second and third wrestling (eams al the schoot which
were coached by Hall of Famer John (Corky) Vrotsos. As a junior, ke was OVAC runmer-up
at 143 pounds before improving as a senior o OVAC 133-pound champion. district titlist and
third place in the Qhio championships. The senier co-captain sported @ 22-1 record.

He went on (o play football at OSU where he earned two varsity leiters as a defensive back
afier being 4 sophomore member of the 1961 wam which went 8-0-1, wou the Big Ten Con-
ferenee title. and was ranked No. 2 nationally in both wire service polls.

After college. e served as Ferry's head wrestling coach (1976-77). football coach (1974-
78) and athletic director (1985-94). He was a wrestling official for £7 vears and is inducted
into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame and the school
Wrestling Hall of Fame. He received the OVAC's Mr. Mat award in 1995,

Brunev's Ferry footbatl coaching record was 26-24 adter couching [ronton High (1966-71)
1o 3 20-29-2 mark including 9-1 11 his final scason.

Courtney Snyder (Athlete - 19705)

Courtrey Sapder (Steabenville High Sehool, Class of 19731 The 6-2,
190-pounder enjoyed a tremendous senier season for Big Red. playing
in a power-laden feague that featured teams sucl as Massitlon. Canton
MeKinley. Warren Harding and Niles MeKinley.

Snyder rushed for 1.039 yards and 11 TDs in nine games as a senior,
a season in which Coach Abe Bryan's Big Red went 7-3, He also landed
13 passes for 161 vards,

The legendary Steubenwille grid boss called Snyder. “the best all-
around back I've seen this year, including our vpponenis.”™

Snyder gurnered Class AAA All-State. AN-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Eastern Distreel
gnid honors,

He was also a standout for the Big Red hoop squad. earung first-team ALLOVAC Class
AAA plaudits,

The talented runner was recruited by a host of Division [ schools, finally opting for [ndiana
University, coached by Lee Corso. Snyder scripted a remendous career with the Hoosiers.
caming u starting berth as a freshman.

Snyder hit the ground running in Bloomington, establishing school records for season
and career rushing yards afier his first three years. He was named first-team All-Big Ten as
a sophomore after guining 1.234 yards. and was 1agged second-team All-Big Ten team as a
junior after gaining 1,103 vards, As fate would have it. his senior season was cut short in his
tirst game after just five carries for 8 yards.

His career 10tals are 631 rushes for 2.789 yards. He was a Hoosier grid co-caplain as a
senior, He was featured on the cover of a preseason national media guide, promoting All-
America and Heisman Trophy Award candidates. Corso. now an ESPN Game Day celebrity,
called Snyder, “the best renning back Tve ever coached.™

Gary ‘Tony’ Marvin (Athlete - 1960s)

Gary “Tony™ Marvin (Wheelig High School, Class of 1962). One
of the mosl honored prep athletes in Wildeat history, he camed nine let-
lers as a three-sport regular and served as wam co-captain in foetball,
basketball and track.

In basketpall, he scored 1399 career points (22.5 average) in three
seasons. one of the top two totals i school history. As a senior, he aver-
aged 25.0 points and eamned first wcam all-class "Big All-State™ plus
Class AAA and UPL AN-State, He was first eam AlOVAC Class AAA
captain and co-captain of the All-City team. As a junior. he averaged 22.1
points on an 18-7 record team which won sectional and regional ttles o quality for the state
event, where he was zll-tournament. He camed first team AIOVAC. All-City und thitd team
ali-class “Big All-Stale™. As a sophomore. he averaged 20.3 points and ¢arned second wam
AN-OVAC, honorable mention atl-class “Big All-$1a1¢™ and was the only sophomaore on the
first leam All-City

In foetball, the 3-foot-11, 143-pound two-way back was selected Mr. Football and Wikdeat
team MVP as a senjor when he was first team AN-OVAC Targest Class AAA. second team
All-Valley “Big School™, sccond Teans All-Ste “AAA™ and captain of All-City team. As a
junior, he was second tleam Al-QVAC Class AAA and All-City after being honorable mention
All-City as a sophomore.

He blossomed as 2 senior in track when he was the leading seorer in the all-¢lass OVAC
Track Meet with 17 points, the second highest total in 20 meets at the time. He won the 340-
yard and 220-vard sprints. placed second in the 100 and tied for third in the high jump. He also
won titkes at the City Mect, Steel Valley League Mect and the regional before placing fourth in
the 440 at the W, Va. Class AAA State Meet in Charleston. He eamned All-Valley track honors.

A1 Marshail, he was a basketball walk-on and competed on the freshman 1eam.

After college, he was a long-nme Ohie County basketball coach/assistant coach n junior
high, junior varsity and at Wheehng Park High School.

Lori Heady (Athtere - 19805)

Lori Heady {Buckeye Trail High School. Class of 1480). Heady was
nothing short of domimatmg for Coach Dave Lion's basketball jug-
gernaut.

The talented 6-foot center llied 1,594 career points during ber itlus-
triows ITail career. Her final three campaigns saw Linn's ¢harges com-
pile a 71-4 record while advancing to the state wurnament vach season.

As a senior, Heady averaged 19 points and |2 rebounds per contest,
She gamered firsi-leam AR-Ohio honers from both the UP] and AP, Beih
wire services named her the Class A Player of the Year.

During her final campaign at Trail. she held Ted her team w a sparkling 26- 1 record. The
lone blemish came in the siate championship game. falling 10 Mansfield St. Peter™s, 61-37.

She was a first-team AI-OVAC, All-Distriet 12 and All-fastern District selection while
also being named honorable mention All-American, She played in the OVAC and District
12 all-star games.

As 2 junior, Heady was an ategral part in Trail capturing the coveled state basketball
championship. The Warriors capped a sparkling 23-2 season by downing Holgate, 5132,
in the Class A title uli. She was a firsi-tcam All-Ohio selection as she averaged 15 points a
game. Heady was a third-leam all-state honoree as a sophamore, a campaign in which she
wveraged 16.5 points per conlest,

Tratl amassed a superb 22-1 record in her sophomore scason. The lone blemish came at
the hands ef Smithville, 41-38, in the Class A s1ate wourney semifinals,

Heady comtinued her basketball career at the University of Charleston. She camed three
lewers on the collegiate level, netng 873 carcer point and 807 rebounds. Heady helped
Charleson pocket three WYIAC regular-season crowns and lwo conference toumnament
championships. Charleston reached the NAIA National Toumament twice.

Headv was previousty mdueted mio he Fast Guemsey Buckeye [rail and Distriet 12
Basketball Coaches Assocation halls of fame .

Richard Summers (Athlete - 19705)

Richard Summers (Sstersville High School. Class of [978). This bas-
ketball standout put up some prolific aumbers while performing (or the
Tigers, earning the mckname “Radar Richard.”

Summers finshed with 1,824 carcer points before heading off to Con-
cord College where he plaved for three seasons,

The 6-2 dandy averaged a whopping 38.2 points per game as a scnior
(1978} the ughest 10tal sinee St John Centrals Allan Horyak's 41.9 in
1969 As a resull. he was the 1op seover in the state that season.

That same seasot, Summers scored 74 points ina 113-88 win over Wil
County. He also tallied games of 59,

535 and 34 that winter,

He was accorded first-team honors for the All-W. Va. Class A, OVAC Class A and All-
Valley Small Schooi teams.

As a junior, Summers averaged 26,1 points, seventh best in the state. He ded the Tigers e
2 20-5 campaigs, falling to Gauley Bridge in the state semifinals. The 1aleated sharpshooter
was first-team All-W. Va., All-OVAC Class A and All-Valley “Small School™.

Summers enjoyed a sparkling sophomore scasun, averaging 17 points a contest as Sisters-
ville compiked a 21-3 campaign. He was a third-team All-Valley selection.

Summers has also scripled a superb vouching resume, guiding the Tyler Consolidated vol-
levball team to much success.

Jeff Woofter (Athlete - 19805)

Jeff Waafter (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1981). Woofter was
a foothall, wrestling and track star for the Golden Bears. 1t was on the
gridiren, however. where the 6-3. 238-pounder made his biggest impact.
Tollowing in the footsteps of elder brather, Jim, who starred at Tennessee.

Woolter was a three-year starter on the offensive line and linebacker
for Qak Gler while also handling the punting chores. During his senior
campaign, he was named first-team AILW, Va, in Class AAA, firsi-icam
AH-Vvailey and first-team AlI-OVAC. The Gelden Bears enjoved a win-
ning campaign that fall, marking just the tourth such season in school
annals,

An exclamation peint on his banner senior campaign was Woofter receiving the coveted
Hunt Award. which is presented to the West Virginia All-Class Lineman of the Year,

He charted 120 tackles 2t lincbacker as a senior while picking off three passes. covering
three tumbles and foreing five others, Woolter topped all Ohio Valley punters with a 40.7
average.

As 2 junior. he was accorded second-leam All-State honars while being tabbed lirst-leam
AIOVAC. He graded out at 90 percent blocking efliciency before grading 91 pereent as
a senior.

Woolter s bulk and athleticism lended themselves nicely to the basketball hardwood. He
was a three-year hoop starter for the Golden Bears. netting more than 800 career points.

He was also standout in track and field, earning three leners. He qualitied for the West
Virginia state meet in the shol put and discus 1wo years, placing third as a seaior in the discus
with a toss of 133-8.

Adfter receiving his Oak Glen dipfoma. Woolter 100k his immense grid skills te Penn State
University, choasing the Niltany Lions over some 50 Division | offers. Wooller was a two-
year starter for Coach Joe Paterne in Happy Valley.

He 15 currently the superintendent for the Barbour County School District. He previously
served as Hancock County shenff.
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Darin Ford (Athlece - 19905)

Darin Ford {Cambridge High School. Class of 1990}, Name the spait and
this former Bobceat shined brighily:

All told, Ford carmed 10 varsity letters for the Bobcals, including three in
football and basketball and four m track and field.

twas in football where Ford made his biggest impact Twice narmed to the
Assoctated Press’ All-Ohio first team 1n
Dision 11, Ford finished his career with 3,697 rushing yards, which cur-
remly ranks second in Cambridge High history. He had a single game of 388
vards against Zanesville. which still stands as a school revord. Aloeng with
the aforementioned All-Ohio accolade. Ford was named All-Eastern District in Phivision If as a
sophomare, junior and serior. The faticr two seasons, he was named Offensive Back of the Year,
He was also recognized as First-Teans AR-OVAC as both a Jumior and senior and e was named
1o the AR-ECOL squad.

On the hardwood, Ford finished his carcer with 1,026 points, which currently stands as fourth-
mast in CHS lustory He was  named third team Al-Ohuo 25 3 senior afier a campaign in which
he averaged 20 points a game. He was named second team Al-OVAC Class AAAA and first team
All-Disinet 12 as both a juntor and senior. Ford was a part of the first Bobeats team 1o play in the
OHSAA Division 11 State Tournament in 1988 and was the first player 10 make a 3-point shot in
the state towrnament,

Speed was the name of the game in the spring for Ford as he shined in the shor sprints, He ran
10.8 m 1990 1n the 100. which tied Doug Donley’s school record. and 22,34 a5 a junior in the 200,
which ts the therd-best time. He ran i the Division 1 state meet as part of the Bobeats™ x| 00 relay,
which clocked 2 school-record tme of 42.74. He was nzmed the team’s most oulstanding tack
performer as a junior and senior.

Ford was named the recipient of the Cambridge High School Ray Volz Award. which goes 1o
e school’s most outstanding male athlete, He was also inducted as part of the charter class of the
Cambndge High Schoot Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017,

Atter lus prep career, Ford went to the University of Akron where he played football and lettered
twice He played primarily on special teams in 1992, worked s way into the olfensive rotation
1 1993 by starting four games. He amassed 202 yards rushing. 194 yards receiving and saw ac-
ton as a
pumt retumer. He was a team capiain for the Zips in 1994 and when he ranked seeond on the team
with 45 cames for 205 yards, He was named an Outstanding Senior Award winner and an Offen-
sive Back of the Year award wanner,

He played professional football i Furope and had a trvout with the Hamilon TigerCats of the
Canadian Football League,

Eric McGhee (achlete - 19905)

Curtis McGhee {Wheeling Central Catholic, Class of 1993}, It didn"t rmat
ter what the sport was, this former Maroon Kneght 15 ove of the most impres
sive [0 ever wear a Centeal uniform.

Though he fettered multiple times in three sports. it was on the football field
where McGhee lef his biggest impact,

McGhee allied an impressive 4,487 afl-purpese yards during 1wo seasons
as the chief option for the Knights, [ncluded in that total are 3,883 yards
rushing and he also scored 48 touchdowns.

As asentar, MeGhee did the bulk of that damage He acwally led the entirg
OVAC and state of West Virgimia in rushing vards en route to placing third in the voting for the
prestigious Kennedy Award,

Hetailed only OVAC Hall of Famer Mark Cisar and fiture Pro Footbal | Hatl o FFamer Randy Mass
i the voung. During that season, McGhee posted 2.690 of the aforementioned o I-purpose vards.
He rushed for 2,330 stnpes and scored 30 ouchdowns on 314 carries, Detensively, McGhee Jeft his
mark as well. lallying 66 tackles and six imtercoptions. He also pumted with an impressive 38.7 yard
average. Dunng his jumor campaign, McGhee accounted for 1.797 all-purpose yards in |2
games. He rushed for 1,453 yvards and |8 touchdowns, Detensively. he posted 79 tckles and an
intereeption.

Obviously. McGhee's fine seasons did not go unnoticed. He was named 1o the West Virgtnia
All-State Class AA team. AIFOVAC and All-Valley squads. He was a co-captain of the big-school
syuad as a senior, He eamed all of the same accolades 25 a Junior. Since his prep career ended.
he was named to the Top 50 Ohio Vatley Football Players of the last 50 years by the Wheeling
newspipers.

On top of football. McGhee was a three-vear mainstay 1n basketball and baseball, He camed
AlLOVAC, All-Valley and All-West Virginia honors ity both sports. He also played in the QVAC
All-Siar Game m all three of his chicf sports.

After graduation. MceGhee aceepted a scholarship to play at the University of Pitsburyh as
a defensive back. He put forth an impressive career with the Panthers, lettering four times. He
fimished lus carcer with 244 ackles. wlich still ranks in the 10p 25 0 Pitt hestary, He senved as a
captain dunng the 1997 season.

D.J. Duke (Athiete - 20005)

D.f. Duke {River High School. Class of 2009). Although he shined in foot-
ball. it was in the shot put cirele where this former Pilot lefi his biggest imprint.

Duke wasted little time asserting himself into the Chio Valley throwing
seene, He [aunched the shot put to a mark of better than 50 feet as a freshman,
something very seldom accomplished, He qualificd for the OHSAA Division
11T state meet that season. but he didn't rest on his accomplishments.

During the winter. before his sophomore season. Duke expenimented with
leaming how to spin. whicls for 3 shot putter is high risk. but high reward. He
eamed a retum trip 1o the state meet after claiming the distriet title and the
silver medal at the regional,

Continuing 10 work on the spin. Duke mastered the trade prior te his junior season. He put forth
an undefeated campaign that culminated with his fisst Division 111 state championship. which he
claimed with a mark of 60 feet. which was nearly four feet better thatt his nearest competitor.

Still. though. there was motivation for Duke. who tound himselt vompeting against the tape
measure in most meets during his senjor campaign. He won those competitions. too. Duke defended
his state championship with a state meet and state-recard mark of 68-8 1/4, That proved to be the
fifih time he broke the state record his serior season.,

All totd. Duke won four QVAC and district championships and three regional titfes. As of 2023,
he still owns the state ineet and state record.

Duke compett in the Nike Qutdoor Nutional Track and Field Championships in 2009 and
camed Atk-America stus with a sixth-place Gnish.

On top uf the shot put, be also worked himself inte a solid discus thrower. 1fe pasted thwe top mark
i the OVAC as a senior at 159-7. 1 also qualified to the state meet as a senior,

Duke mmed down several Division 1 rack offers 1o atiend Division it power Ashland Universiry.
He quafified for the NCAA Division 1 national meet both indoor and outdeor ind camed All-
Americy honors in both,

Duke’s prowsess on the football field was also impressive as he was a foue-vear mainstty along
both lines for the Pilots. He was named First-Team Al-Ohio Division VI afier his Junior and senior
scasons as well as Eastern Distriet D-VI Defensive Player of the Year twice. He also took part in
the OVAC All-Stur Football Game,

Stephanie Morgan (ahlete - 20005)

Stephanie Morgan (Bamesville High School, Class of 2009). The term
“ireatest of all time” gets thrown around guite frequently. However. when i
comes o Ohio Valley female distance running. the acronym GOAT is sotallv
accuralte,

Morgan arrived at Bamnesville High afier competiag as an cighth grader and
freshman in Clarkston, Mich. Her family moved back to the Ohio Valley in
the sumemer of 2006 and a3 it pertains 1o distance runuing. records and awards,
the rest is history.

Morgan wasted lule time in asserting hersell"in the Ohio Prep rumiting scene.
Afier finishing fifth in the Division [T state cross country mcet, Morgan basically never lost
anather race inside the state of Ohio,

All told, Morgan claimed eight OHSAA siate championships. She won a pair of cross country
tides in 2007 and 2008. She didn't just win those races, she ran away from the field. As a junior,
Morgan broke the tape in 17:27.36, which was 61 seconds aster than her nearest competitor,

Mongan wont three OVAC cross country titles. three district titles and three regional crowns. She
also claimed the Nike Midwest Regional meet and went on to fnish 16th at Nike Nationals. She
was 2 finalist at the National Cross Country Foot Locker nationals as a senior,

As a senior, she won the stzte CC title with a time of 17:57 and was 38 seconds ahead of the
runner-up finisher,

On the track, Morgan was evett more dominant. After finishing state nanner-up in the 1600 in
Michigan as a frosh. Mongan didn’t lose again. She won the 1600-meter run tite as 1 sophomore,
jurior and senior. Her winning time as a sophomore was 4:45.21, which was a state and stale
meet record,

She claimed the 3200-meter run crown as a sophomore and then shified 1o the 800 for her final
two prep campaigns, but the distance didn't mater. She still dominated. running a 2:09.77 as a
senior. which was a state and state meet record.

Morgan was ramed both Ohio’s Galerade Female Cross C ountry (2007 and 2008) and Track
Athlete of the Year twice (2008 and 2009). As a scnior, Junior, she was an All-American in the
1500M thanks to a third-place finish at the USA Junior Nationals. As a senior, she won the mile
at the prestigious Penn Relays in Philadelphia,

After high school. Morgan attended Baylor University. She ran in the NCAA Divasion | Natsnal
Championships for the Bears as a freshman.  She transferred 1o the University of [linois after
ane season and had an impressive career there, oo, With 1he 1llini. she competed at the NCAA
Oudoor Nationals in the 1500 in 201 she was part of a Big Ten Inctoor Track championship
squad in 2013 and camed All-Big Ten acclaim twice, including a runner-up finish in the 800 dur-
ng the 2011 indoor campaign.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Teddi Jo MaslowskKi (Athlete - 20105)

Teddi Jo Mastowski (Steubenville Catholic Centrat High School
Class of 2011). As it pertains 10 female hurdling in the Ohie Valley. very
few, if any, have dane it better than this former Crusader.

Maslowski put forth a carcer that won't ever be forgoten. Alter all. - B
it included an amazing scven state champonships. 13 total Al-Oo L
fimshes, a Divisien L wam state championship i 2011 and a pertect
16 of 16 in OVAC championships

Though she did win an OVAC wtle m the 100-meter dash as a
freshman.it didn’t take long for Catholic Central coaches 1o realize that
hurdles were going 1o be the keynote event(s) tor MasTowski

As a freshman. Maslowske got her feet wet al the state meet by fints ring seventh n the
100 high hurdles and third in the 300 lows.

Maslowskl retumned n 2009 and claimed her first state championship. winning the high
hurdles m 14.71. She was part of a state runnec-up 43200 ieam and also fintshed with silver
i the low huedles.

In 2010, Maslowsks contmued her domination in the high hurdles. skimming the flight
in 13,44, which at the time was a state meet record. She then anchored the 45200 team 1o OVAC Hall Of Fame
a gold medal and made 1t 2 hurdie sweep with 5 42.61 which was both a Division I state
and state meet record at the 1wme She was also part of the 4x 100 wam that fimished fifth g s o o

Continuing ber brilliance as a seaior. Maskowski made i a three-peat in the lgh hurdies Span.sored b-y Robinson Auto G L2
in 201 1. breaking her own state-meet record with a 14.39. She anchored the 4x2 to another
title in [:32.64 and repeated in the lows with 2 44.79. She complated her brilliant career with
a state runner-up finish in the long jump m what wax really the only season she focused on
the event

With Maslowski's 28 individual points, the 10 from the 4x2 and the 4xi team’s ability to
register a sixth-place finish. e Crusaders won the team tithe with 41 points.

Maslowski was named the Eastern Distriet's Division [11 Female Track Athlete of the
Year four times.

A siandout in the classroom as well, Maslowski signed 10 continue her carecr at ke
University where she eventually shified 10 a multi-event performer. She qualified to the
NCAA Division 1 Outdoor Nationals in 2015, eaming honorable mention All-America in
the heprathlon In T013. she ook part in lhe NCAA Indear National Mect and carned secand
team All-America in the long jump. She also ran on a 4x4 at the natiosal level in 2014, She
was All-ACC three times during the indoor season and 1wice during eutdoor.

When she departed Durhum, Maslowski owned seven Duke University records and the
indoor long jump mark of 20-9 174 sull stands.

Maslowski campeted professionally for 2 few years after college and worked for the pres-
ligious Santa Barbara Track Club as an instructor and youth track and field coach.

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame Committe is seeking

nominations for future consideration
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC ‘Family’,
OVAC ‘Contributor’, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes)

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
c/o Tom Rataiczak, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906.
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments
(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested.

The 20th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled
on Saturday, August 10, 2024 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va.




V. Everett Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Brinkman Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior 1o the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923)

One of only three13-letter winners in football, basketball. baseball and track at Wheeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game
as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout al W. Va. Wesleyan Coliege before returning to the Ohio Valley 1o eamn his mark in coaching.

A pioncer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state litles were won in 1936, 1940
and 1943. The 40 and "43 icams lost but once.

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years — six al Benwood Union and eight al Whecling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of
his gridiron 1eams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff cra- 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 wcam was
unbeaten but twice tied.

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officrals’ organizations,

Brinkman earlicr was clected to four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohia Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports.

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (Welisville High Schoot, Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and
major newspapers. Two books were written on his career.

The 6-9. 190-pounder played only onc scason at Wellsville High after sitting out a ycar following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsvillc coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two scasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 3% games for national record 50.1 per
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 46.5 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium,

The NAIA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globctrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker. but he was much more.
in high school, he was a three-sport standout and Ali-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the state tournament’s [cading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
lcam which won the 1941 stale Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one ficld goal in high school.
He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967,
When he retired, he was pro football's all-lime leading scorer with only one TD and 1609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with z long of 53 yards. He had
conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The [ou Groza Award is given annually to college football's top placekicker.
A nine-time Pro Bow! offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams.
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry.

Clarke Hinkle {Toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versatile carly cra football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Feotbalt Stadium behind the school is named in his honer.

The 3-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football
l.cague. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and (he Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans.

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he ted the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931, He then played in the East-West Game
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player.

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Footbail League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and
was ciled for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was (irst or second team all-league all 10 scasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer
practice fields is named in his honor.

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3.860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 carcer points
and averaged 40.8 yards punting.

Calvin Jones (Sicubcnvilic High School, Class of 1952)
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football.

Al Big Red. he helped the 1952 baskelball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Chio Class A runner-up finish. En roule. Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville
leamn its only two losses.

In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of lowa over Ohio State and wentt on 1o All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America
teams al guard, including a record 15 in 1954, As team caplain. he eamed the Outland Trophy given 1o the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two
consensus All-America picks at lowa, where he played both offense and defense.

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first lowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was relired by Iowa, one of only two at the school.

He was the first African-American athiete pictured on the cover of Sports Ilusirated.
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Bernie Russ Carl Bernie Jule
Allen Craft Hamill Mehen Rivlin

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sports for the Potiers, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football tcam; a regular basketball player on team which upset
unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-state baseball inficlder. He played in the Chio All-Star Bascball Game and was on winning Ohio football
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.,

At Purdue University, he camed six letiers as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball

Allen camed National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Hllustrated for play in upset of Ohio Swte. He was Purduc’s Outstanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charloite, N.C., he went on Lo a 12-year major
league carcer [rom 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Monireal Expos. In 1962, he was runner-up Lo the Yankees’ Tom Tresh for the
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He balted 269 with 12 home runis in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown. N.Y.

He's been inducied into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the [ifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and [Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (Welisburg High Schoal, Class of 1939)

He was a three-spart performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and camed Afi-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back.

Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and camed second team Ali-Southeastern
Conference honors.

Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight scasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was sclected to the
All-Time Eagles” Team. He played on Eagles’ teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and [inished second in 1947. He was named to the Pro Bowl in 195] and
1952. He is lied for the curreal NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He alse blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks
in 1952 game and returned a kickofT [or a len leam record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950.

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL carcer in two scasons as a player-assistant coach with the
Steclers. [n 1995, he was included in the NFL. Films presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retum,
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Eiroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sperts Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922)
Alegendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valicy, he was a three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football playcr, he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rarc total in the center jump, low-scoring cra.

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs {Tom three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10
mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
waon the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playofT title and the school narrowly missed a stale litle trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball leam
10 its second state onc-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-30 basketball tcam lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia “Coach of the Year” for high school and college all sports.

In basketbal!, he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths, Weir was runner-up in 1942.

Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductec into the Ohio
Valley Fooatball Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is namcd for him and he was one of three promincnt Weirton community [caders pictured on a
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his henor,

Bernie Mehen (Whceling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildeats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0
record in 1938,
During those three years thal he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everclt Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 carcer
games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era.
He later camed All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognilion at the University of Teanessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship, After serving in World War 1[, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and “loledo Jeeps.
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992,

Jule Rivilin (Tradelphia High School, Class of 1935) _

He was an ail-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was Lhe high-point scorer int the 1935 one-class state track
meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22 8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley refay winning unit.

Al Marshall College, he was one of the first guards 1o run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Litle All-America honors
while setting a school scason scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two
Mid America Conference tilles.

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-32.

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournarient in Chicago which featured the nation’s best pro tcams including the Harlem Globetrotters.

He was a 1980 charter induciee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of [our other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan.
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prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley

Rudy Baric (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first team All-W.Va. basketball honaree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed (o unbeaten Wheeling High in the section

finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen 10 a statc tournament berth and the school's best-cver record of 23-2.
AL West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more presti gious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular scason record, the Mountaineer

New York's
s were seed-

ed last in the eight-leam event before they upset lop-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team’s only 6-footer was the team’s leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-

cd lournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WV U 10 a 45220 record.

In 1943, with WV coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Baric served as interim coach and guided WVU 1o a 14-7 record. He then went on Lo

coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grave, N. ., where his tcams won more than 300 games.

A member of the All-Time WVU cra team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee.

Mike Basrak (Bcliairc High School, Class of 1931)

The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds’ carcer and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the
first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Dugquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial

banner above the front entrance (o the City Building.

In the sccond National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the [ifth overall leaguc sclection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted carlier than Basrak. Weirton’s Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was

a fifth pick. Basrak played two scasons in the NFL.

Les C'amey (Wintersville High School, Class of 1932)
A 10-letter winner in four sports — football, basketball, baseball and track — for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one

losing game

in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren, Wintersville, however, didn’t join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted a scholarship to Ohio University.
As a sophomore QU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military

service,

Afier returning, he ied the Bobeats” track tcam to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while caming NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA
220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The iwo-lime MAC 220-yard champion sct a conference record which lasted 2] years, He also won

the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Carney was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, bui bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track

meets. He carned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won 2 silver medal at 200 meters.

In 1960. he placed third in the U.S. Qlympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals.
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Ttaly, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Carney’s time of 20.6

would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (Beowood Union High School, Class of 1930)
An All-Valtey and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pitisburgh. H

¢ played for

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbealen season of 8-0 in 1928. A1 Piut, he was selected team caplain,
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and carned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him Lo miss his sophomore season.

The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The threc-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record.
He alse played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan’s Gerald Ford, a future UJ.S. president
Hartwig became a national hero when he was piclorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored.

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning o Piul 10 join the athletic department.

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school’s only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ Moscrip (adena High School, Ciass of 1931)
He carned 10 letters in three sports — foolball, basketball and bascball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under
Thomas. He fed the 1930 football team 10 a 9-1-{ record as the Golder Wave outscored focs, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball

Coach Fred
tournament.

After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-vear starter at Stanford University and played on the famed
“Vow Boys” team — so named for vowing not ta lose to Southern California during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat-

ed LISC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice a
a lwo-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game,

nd Moscrip,

He was sclected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was lwo seasons with the Detroit Lions.

A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valiey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football H

all of Fame.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in I 943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ernie Bell East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953).

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potier football tearn regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lincman of the Year sclection by the Intermational News Service
after the 9-0-1 record leam was voled No. 3 in the final statewide poll.

The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen. Alliance, Marlins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Sandusky, 13-13.

Opposing tcams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chicls, was sacked several limes by Bell and he lauded the Pouer defender as the best he faced all season.

Bell atse blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career.

An inductee into the Fast Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a mermber of the winning North tcam in the annual Ohio North-South game.

John Blatnik (3ridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was a iwo-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two leams which
advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the fargest Class A division,

The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defcated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defcated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing 1o eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals.

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his juniot and senior prep scasons, he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scoul Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

After graduation, he started his pro carecr with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then compeled, as a (irst baseman and outfielder,
in Fargo. N.D., and Charleston, W.Va.. before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harnisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., befare being
called up by the Philadeiphia Phillics. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full scasons. plus minor lcague stops, from 1948-56
before retiring from basebail.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (Stcubenvillc High School, Class of 1933).

A legendary carly cra lour-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record leams against top Lri-state
compelition from 1929-32.

He was the anchor of the 5-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shulout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in ninc games — both Big Red records after 75 years and QV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track. baschall and basketball and some of his school track records lasted unil the carly 1950s.

He played one coilege scason for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
the Upper Ohic Vailey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Burgwin died of a hean atiack at age 37 in 1951.

Kenny Griffith (welisourg High School, Class of 1937).
He was a scnior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won ils first, and oniy, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a
school-best 22-2 season. under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College. where he became a national scoring censation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1,596 points set by national Hail of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
last two scasons {1940 with a 23,9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became Lhe first West Virginia Conference player Lo average 20 points for a scason.

In 1941, the small colicge Ali-American became the [irst state basketball player to be selecied the W. Va. Amateur Athlele of the Year. He also compeled
in a national All-Star game in Chicago.

An Aldcrson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Confercnce team.

After college, the 6-foot-2 GnfTith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodycars.

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941).

The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet ictterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He carned All-Valley honors in football and
received a football scholarship to the Universily of Towa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago.

A 6-loot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafled in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven scasons ini the National Football League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookic season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship game,

In his sccond scason, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 caiches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year, 81-game NFL carcer included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.




Charley Nick
Kinkade Seabright Skorich

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior 10 the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938)

He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University.

As a senior in high school, he led Toronto Lo a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season.
The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in schooi history, before bowing, 50-49 10 state tournament-bound Bridgeport.

The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was sclected Ail-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points
a game.

In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa.. Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley cffort
at the time and lasied as a school record for 30 years.

A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and two-way regular as a running back-lincbacker on teams
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay
Packers in [942. but opted not to play pro football,

Fred Negus (Mariins Ferry High School, Class of 1940)

He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full-
back while serving as team captain in two sports.

After a year in prep school, he played football lwo years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record
leam ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he carned All-Big Ten cenler as a junior at the University of Michigan and
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S, Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines’ football team, he was drafied by the NFL's Cleveland
Rams, but opted Lo return 1o the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team
against the Chicago Bears.

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the Ail-American Football Confercnce and the 1950 scason with the Chicago Bears.

In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2003, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson. Wis.

Charleg! Seabright (Benwood Union High Schoal, Class of 1937)

He was a threc-sport standout in football, basketball and basebalt at old Benwood Union High, carning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football
and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the [ronmen 1o a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles pius
a state tournament berth. During that run. the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of delending stale champion Wheeling.

At West Virginia Universily, he carned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball.
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted .300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard
in basketball.

He was selected to the WV U footbail all-time decade 1eam {1940-49) and was a 2004 induciec into the WV Spons Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Famc.

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war, he played five seasons {1946-50) as one of
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pitisburgh Steclers. He staried on the 8-4 record 1947 1cam
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selecied in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981.

Nick Skorich (Betiaire High School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Big Reds’ athlete in football. basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams
which won litles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1.

He camed a football schotarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team caplain as a senior and eamed honers on the All-Ohio college selections.

Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steclers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. Afier military service, he played three seasons as guard for the
Steelers before tuming Lo coaching — first in high school belore serving as an assistant with Lhe Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming
Eagles’ head coach for three seasons. He then jotned the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns® head coach from 1971-74. After lcaving
Cleveiand, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died 1n 2004,

Moffat Storer (The Linsly School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Cadet standout in footbat!, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash.

An All-Valley fultback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior bul is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the
1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972.

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon Stale. It was
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outstde Pasadena, Calif .. because of World War 11 in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils’ track team and
led the sprint relay untt to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays.

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the armed forces.

He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years. and is deccased.




Floyd Carl Dick Will Jack
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Floyd Baker — thc graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys” basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45.

He puit Bridgeport High on the roundbail map during a golden cra from 1934-40 when the Bulidogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5. 274 and 23.3,
all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker). and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
1938, a tcam that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His scven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-36.

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only arca coach lo guide two different schools to the
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad.

He started the Purple Riders™ golden era in basketball, which lasled from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams.

His final six Ferry Leams won more than 20 games. From 194145, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record titlc team of 1941, led by Hall of
Famer Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1). led by Hall of
Famer Alex Groxa. won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He
[eft Ferry for a job in Richmond, [nd.

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons (o Everett and Lec Hoppel. a famous wrestling family known
throughout Ohto, he beeame the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last
few sceonds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third. he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion.

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi-
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 “Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers.”

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppe! brothers compeled in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 slate placers including six champions
— three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons compeled for East Liverpool High.

Carl Hoppel. a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of Wesl Point Electric.

Dick Mehen {Wheeling High Schoot. Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006. became
the first two Wesl Virginia basketball players 1o earn all-class. [irst team atl-slate basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state titlc in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a
conference forerunner of the OVAC.

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an GVAC
I.egends charter selection. The Wildceats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mchen was a starter.

As 2 senior, Mchen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley. and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300
points. a high total for that cra.

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tenncssee and earned two first tcam All-Southeastern Conference honers and was sccond team All-America. He
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivin,

Will Robinson (Swcubcaville High School. Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, basketball, bascball and track. he was the
“T” quarlerback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, unticd and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck)
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarierback.

He was also a fine golfer. placing second in the Ohio state tournament.

Al West Virginia Stalc, Robinson caplained three 1eams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quartcrbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.

He became a legendary high schoal coach in Detroit where his 28 leams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athietes
at Cass Tech and Pershing High School.

In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university — [llinois State — where he coached Ofympian and NBA player
Doug Coliins. After five winning scasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scoul.

He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, llinois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dans. He died, at
age 96, in 2008.

J ack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-scason football scoring record (or 90 years. In 1919,
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 cxira points for a record 288 points. He was a [our-year, [our-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) performer at the school
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athicte, in 1919, 10 eamn first
icam all-stale football honors.

Al West Virginia University. he was a [our-year starter (£920-23) al halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He slaried on the 10-0-1 record 1922 eam,
the only unbeaten team in school history. He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-lime WVU decade team.

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic dircctor and started the football program at old St.
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 inctuding two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WY U Sports Hall of Fame and the W.
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He dicd. at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown. where he operated an insurance agency.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scenc while setting
school 1,600- and 3,200-meler school records which remain on the hooks.

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books.
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and {]accd second in the state meel 2-mile run.

As a senior, Beniz was undefeated in cross country and track while setling an Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing
third with a time of $:58.4 for two miles al the High School Track & Ficld National Mect in Baton Rouge, La.

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972
NCAA title. In track, his tcams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed 10 11 SEC titles in four cross couniry
and track scasons while earning All-SEC honors.

Charles “Pun?ue" Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of
Fame and the initial honoree in the pper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hail of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-year
record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40.

His tcams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame
El;x:gcnd[s George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included lop team from around Ohio and westermn

ennsylvania.

In a pre-playofT era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio stalc champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached scven
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads.

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school tcams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Camegie College freshmen. They
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 scasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouls.

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team.

As a high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baschall icams and was a (ootball quarierback. He died in 1978.

Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selecled captain of the 1943 one-class
West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester 1o a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state
champion Whecling High,

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys
(Md.) College, he was the lcading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference.

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second tcam and first team All-America honors in two
scasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA rurmer-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for Ali-
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters
of the Dean Smith Center.

Jordan [inished his college carcer with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats’ 1947 NIT title tcam and the 1948
NCAA championship squad led by feliow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American. Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later
sciected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 tcam by The Intelligencer.

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years.

Casimir M(yslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big
Red 1cam. the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge.

He entered West Point in the last pre-World War Il class and under the stepped-up warlime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in
cngincering.

!—%c scrvcg as caplain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuzable Player award while being named 10 cvery first team All-America selee-
tion as a 6-foot, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation’s outstanding lincman in 1943,

After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned 10 West Point in administration in 1952, In 1956, he became head of the
Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh.

He was sclected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977,

Myslinski died in 1993,

Norman “Wild Man” Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man
lootball teams at the smaller earollment schools,

The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tomados.

After high school, he enrolled for one year i the U.S. Navy and briefly atiended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he
played lvotball and basketball.

A fuilback-defensive end in football. he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight scasons from 1950-
57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and s a member, along with Reggic White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles’ honor roll,

Willey is crediled as the reason the NFL staried charting delensive sacks after it was reported he was unolficially credited with 17 sacks against
New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952, He earned the nickname “Wild Man™ from his pass rushing resulting in opponents’

ardage losscs.
Y An i%lductcc into the Marshall and West Virginia State Sports Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a “Norman Willey Day” on Sept.
15, 2006. Signs proclaitning “Home of Wild Man Willey” were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is onc of only four boys to win threc Ohio cross country championships and led the stat
of the most successful team profgrarn in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Carna the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Hasrier publication, with Carna as an All-American selection.

He was a nine-lime All-Ohioan in cross coungg and track, claiming two Qhio state crowns —the 1.600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600 8:38 at 3.000; 9:18 at 3.200; and 15:12 ai 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th
5.000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athlelics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985.

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten an
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division 1 National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21sti
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Jim George (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketbalt honoree as well as a basebal
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio footbalt player led the Spartans to a school record 22-gamc win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-45
including unbeaten scasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve leam before playin;
their reguiar varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

In basketball, he fed the Spartans to a 22-3 record —second best in school history — and the Jefferson County title.

He accepted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl:
Smithficld product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force.

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles 1o the two best scasons (43-3 combined record) in
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points — second most
in area history at the time — as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He
scored 74 points against New Athens —second best in Ohio Valley history at the time — and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws.

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 ﬁve-pla?rer first team All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services.

The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Beimont County record 1,961 points including 903 and 513 his last two
SCASONS.

Howell, who also played on the Orioles’ six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services.
He returncd to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990.

Dave Jones (Jewcu-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scoring his last two scasons with
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points wice and averaged 12
rcbounds a game as a scnior.

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as 2 senior and second team as a junior. His
basketbail jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. fn 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team
by The Intelligencer newspaper.

A threc-sport, 11-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the “Smail Schools” with 51 receplions for 766 yards.
In track. he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper.

Jones accepled a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a_[our-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-

85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior.
He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calil.

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to carn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball. he led the
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) in school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley *Small
School” team. He also started for West Virginia’s winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National
All-American High School Tearn honors.

In basketball, he led the Tigers 10 a 22-2 record as a senior, Lhe school's best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He
l_'lacé a gamg:l]high of 44 points against Pinc Grove. Mikes was selected the state Playcr of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament
n Sistersville.

In bascball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever onc-class scctional championship.

Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and
punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard avcrage. He was featured in Sports Hlustrated for a major role
in Purdue’s upset of No. | ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled “The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History.”

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game.

He declined offers 1o try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

John ‘le’ Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The former Bobcat was one of the first 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, and Chio Valley, hoops
history. He finished his four-year high school career with 1.271 points, which slill ranks [ifth on the all-time Bobeat scoring charts.

In his senior scason, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bobcats® single game
school record and was the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkville's Ken Alessi, a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record with 70
points in 1949 versus Shadyside.

Behen wound up with 454 points as a scrior while leading the Bobcats to 2 second straight 18-2 record.

As a junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore 1otal for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He staried his carcer as a freshman with 129 poinis ior a [6-2
record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobeats posied a combined 62-16 record.

Behen played one scason at West Virginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average.

In 2007, Cambridge High School retired Behen's jersey number 18.

Ken Cunmn§ham (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1961}, A three-sport Poter athlete, he earned All-Ohio honors in basketball and football and
was the Ohio High School Basketball Player of the Year sclection for 1960-61 by The Associaled Press, the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was
sclected to the Scholastic Coach All-American tcam,

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Potters’ all-lime leading scorer in basketball, incleding a school-record 41 points in a game while sconng 439
season points for a 24-point per game average. He also led the Potters in scoring as a sophomore and junior.

In football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Most Yaluable Player honors in 1960 while aiso being honored on the All-Eastern
Ohie and Ail-County sclections. He also played three bascball seasons for the Potters,

He accepted a basketball scholarship to the 196! NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 whea he was a
freshman. As a sophomore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago.

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assists as a Junior and the three-year letierman was clected team caplain as a senior.

He later retumed to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach at Akron University for three scasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently
resides in Stow, Ohio.

Russell “‘Tuss’ Edwards {Maruns Ferry High School, Class of 1923). He was an honored, record-setting Purple Rider athlete who served as team
caplain of football, basketball and baseball as 2 senior, He was an All-Valley halfback as a scnior alter (wo years as an All-Valley end. In his senior scason, he
set record which was [isted as an Ohio Valley record for several years. He scored 56 points on cight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an §1-0 blanking
of Coshocton,

Edwards enrcllod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a “major college™ football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is
ramed. He played his final three years as a regular end for coaches Allic Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior, he was All-East and eamncd some second tcam Ali-
Amenca honors

After rejecting an offer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he returned to the Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena, Warwood and
Linsly. At Adcna, his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls* basketball team was 18-0 and the boys’ hoop team had a winning scason. He coached OVAC Legends
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, 2 Stanford University All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys’ basketball team ook a 21-0
record to Chicago 1o compete in 1he National Scholastic Baskethall Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarterfinals.

He helped lound the Wheeling Midget Baschali League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees® Citizen of the Year in
1956. In 1984, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). The most honored athlete in Scio High history, he sel school and Harrison Courly baskelbail scoring records
which remain six decades later. He was the sccond Eastern Ohio athlete to Wwice eam first team, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was
one year carlier by OVAC charter Hall of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the sccond-fcading Ohio Class B scorcr both his junior and senior years. He scored
744 points in 30 games as a junicr, second best in Ohio o Alessi Hugh scored 1,386 points in 55 games for an average of 25 points during his last two seasons.

The 6-Toot-3 forward scored a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96-30 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an carlier 96-36
rout of New Athens.

In fis senior season, he led the Panthers 1o their best-ever season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games, and the Harrison County and sectional tournamenis, beflore
bowing (0 Strasburg in the district. In his four scasans on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 26-4 and a regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3.

Hugh ziso played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaien (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. The four-year record was 26-5-1,

He played freshman basketball ai Qhio University.

Joel Jones [Weirton Durthar High School, Class of 19543, The first graduate of a segregated high school to be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-season
football standout for the Raidcrs before competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member of a nationally-ranked Michigan State University tcam.

At Dunbar, the 6-foot-1, 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1953 teams which defeated
the other Ohio Valley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the leam’s leading scorer and ground-gainer his last two seasons
and was & multiple-year all-star

In an era when many college athletic tcams were segregated, his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State, Indiana and West Virginia State, then a national
contender in the black college ranks. He enrolled on his own at Michigan State and walked on 10 the football team. In his four seasons at the school, the Spartans
played in two Rosc Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan, I, 1956 with Jones at defensive end. He lettered two seasons and played guard and
tacklc in the fall of 1956 when he camed some all-star recognition.

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lincup.

After college, he remained in Michigan, where he currently resides, as a high school educator and was a counsclor at Henry Ford High School in Detroit,
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley

prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal era, this Potter shooting whiz also noted
for his passin%sﬁncssc was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring.

He taltied 408 points during a senior scason when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to climinate the cemter jump after
cvery goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and tcams, generally increased with the faster, uninicrrupled play.

In l:hc reﬁ;] of low scoring games, the four-year Potter performer sel a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three times dur-
ing his final scason.

Eie was recognized on local all-star teams, but played before the All-Ohio sclections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939,

Mackey, who was among the charter induclecs into the East Liverpool High School Sports Hall of Fame, is acclaimed by some Polter historians as the
school’s finest high school cager. He retired Lo Peoria, Ariz., and is deceased.

Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldweli Hiﬁh School, Class of 1982). A 10-time, three-sport All-Pioncer Valley Conference honoree regarded as
the best all-round female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by eaming second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors.

As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the [loor. As a junior, she had
norms of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore avcrascs wore 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of
gymnasium construction problems. Her career 1otals were 1,254 points and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honors.

She also was a lour-time All-PYC pick in softball and three times in volicyball.

A four-year starier al Heidelberg ollege, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding (14.2) as a senior and
carned first tcam Kodak All-America honors. A four-time tcam MVP and three-year co-caplain, she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 carcer points
with a school record 1,161 rebounds.

The winningest coach in Ouerbein College history, she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville.

Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Ironman scorer camed All-Ohio Valley Athletic
Association (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-state selection before eaming college and professional fame. The OVAA
was the predecessor to the OVAC.

Afier high school, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944, He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu-
atcd in 1948 with a school carcer record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and sccond Ieading scorcr of the 32-5 record 1947 tcam which won the
school's only national charpionship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned [irst team Little All-America honors as a junior
and second team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-page hoto in the Marshall media guides and was among the charier basketball honorees into
the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in the NAIA Hall of Fame..

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafied overall No. 1 in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Stcamrollers selected him
in 1948. He played ihe 1949 scason before reluming (o 1he Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from
1050-52 it the Tri-Statc Pro Basketball Lcague. He then served as haskcthall coach from 1952-54 at St. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided

the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first scason. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006. .
John Wood (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat football player is the anly Blue Eagle athlete selected as captain of the All-West

Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948, This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given to the
stale Player of the Year.

He played quarterback, ranning back, defensive back, drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 3-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from
running back as a sophomore and junior lo quarterback as a senior and led the Bluc Eagles 10 a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the
losscs was 14-6 10 overall statc champion Benweod Union, which selecied Wood Lo its All-Opponent Team.

Wood also was a two-year basketball team captain and a standout ennis player in summer tournaments.

He accepled a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He played three seasons,
mostly ai defensive back, for lcams with rocords of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame. 26-0 as Wood broke the game
open with a long interception return. He also played in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Washington, 21-0.

Alter graduation, he tumed (o college coachingftcaching at Harvard and Northcaslem before joining the Wesleyan University stafl in Middletown, Conn.
He was head basketball coach from 1947-68 and also coached loathall and golf. He passed away in 1970.

Bill Young (Martins Ferry High Schoo, Class of 1943). He was a threc-sport standout in 2 Golden Era of Purplc Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry
teams which won, or sharcd, two Ohio staie championships in 1941.

He was the only sophomore starter on the Lou rozn-lod 1941 basketball teamn which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball 1eam
title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school, He was named All-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferry to a 10-0 regular scason football
record and an invitational 10 play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season. Ferry outscored 10 foes by 333-19
including a 54-6 rout of Steubcnville.

The rare four-year Rider football letierman and three-year baskethall starter on tcams with records ol 27-2, 22-3 and 24-1, he was (cam caplain in both
sports. As a senor on the 24-1 record state semifinalist--the first unbeaten regular scason team in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring
sophomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Famer and later college Ali-America and Olympic star.

In 1942, Young became the first Rider to wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years 1o the team's top player. He also played bascball.

Afier graduation, he enlered U.S. military service before retuming to enroll at West Liberty State. He starred on three lcams which lost only one game. He
carned Liltle All-America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference
carcer tolal offense record until the 1970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young refired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Cathy Clark Borich (Fort Frye High School, Class of 1986). She 1s the all-time lead-
ing career scorer at onc of the area’s top roundball programs. The four-year performer
scored 1.598 points during 2 consistent career with 180, 444, 479 and 495 points in
cack: of her scasans. She also charted 430 carcer rebounds and 265 career assists.

After earning All-Ohio Division M1 mention as a junior, she was tabbed first 1eam
All-Ohio as a senior and was Distnet 12 D-IiI Player of the Year. She was a three-time
All-Pioneer Valley Confercnce honoree and twice first team All-Fastern District and
District 12

After her senior year, she played in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and
the District 12 All-Star Game.

The Lady Cadets were 69-32 in her four scasons with four secton tides and two
Pioneer Valley Conference crowns,

As good as she was in high schoot, she may have been better in colicge.

At Marietta Collcge, she not only set the school scoring record but also the all-time
Ohio Athictic Conference standard of 2,311 points.

The four-time first team AII-OAC honoree was sclected a first team NCAA Division
11} All-Amcrican as a senior and was the OAC Player of the Year her final two scasons
while serving as Pioneer team captain.

Alfter her senior season, she was accorded the QACs highest honar, the Clyde Lamb
Scholarship, and the Marictia Colicge Belty Cleland Award.,

She currcntly holds six Marieita College records. Besides the carcer point mark, she
set standards for game scoring (42), scason seoring (636). carcer goals (939}, carcer
goal atternpts (1.918), frec throws madc in a game (18). season assists (209} and carcer
assists (S01).

She has been inducted into three Halls of Fame — Marictta College. Mid-Ohio
Vallcy Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall.

Hutchinson (Junior) Hart (Irondale High School, Class of 1944), The 5-foot-8,
160-pounder was a iwo-sport prep standoul in basketball and football for this tiny
school in northemn Jefferson County.

As a senior, he camed first icam, five-player All-Ohio Class B honors in basketball
when only two classes (Class A & B) were selected. The Class A first unit included
OVAC Hall of Farner Alex Groza of Martins Ferry.

Hart scored 350 points as a senior including several 20-30 point games and also was
ciled for his defensive play. A highlight was during the Jeflerson County Toumament
when Irondale upset Yorkville, the defending Ohio Class B champion, by 64-41 as
Hart nearly matched the entire Ductilite tcam with 2 rare at-the-time 40 points on 16
goals and cight [ree throws,

In football, Hart was a mercury-heeled running back whose forte was speed.

Hart enrolled at Delaware State University where he competed in football, basketball
and track. In 1986, he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame.

Alfier college, he served in the ULS. Navy and was a high school teacher/coach for
several years in Mound Bayou, Miss... and then taught and coached in Dover, Delaware
at William Henry Comprehensive High School (the only black high school in the
county) and at Dover High School. He passed away at 2gé 69 on May 21, 1995 at his
home in Felton, Delaware.

Irondale became part of the Stanton Local consolidation which is now part of the
Edison schools.

Brian Hesson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1993). He was a major cag in the
Redskins’ running dynasty of the 1980s and 1990s, helping Caldwell win Ohio state
cross country championships in 1990, *91 and '9], graduating one year before his
school joined the QOVAC.

The distance runner captured three state tities in cross country and five in track —
two cach in the 3,200 meters and [,600 meters plus one as 2 member of a 3,200-meter
relay unit. All told, he was a [7-time All-Ohion in the two sports.

After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet as a freshman, he won the title
trifecta with times of 15:35, 15:30 and 15:20 in his final three years,

A four-ume All-Ohican in cross country, he was cited as a three-time prep All-
American. He competed in the Foot Locker National Cross Country champicnships
three times, placing 15th, 3rd and &th, He also was a member of the 1994 Junior
National Teamn.

Recruiled 1o run cross country and track by the University of Alabama, he became
a four-letterman in both indoor and outdoor track. He earned All-Southcastemn
Conference honors three dmes and competed in threc NCAA Track Championships.

He scored in three events in the 1997 SEC Charnpionship Mect — running a 30:24
in the 10K on Friday, a 9:19 in the Steeplechase on Saturday, and 14:31 i the 5K on
Sunday. He was honored by the University of Alabama with Lhe Carcor Achicvement
Award in 1998.

Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaches’ Hall of
Fame and the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame.

Lou Mott (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1956). The 5-foot-9 Tornadoes’
basketball and bascball performer is considered the school's best-gver prep athlcte.
Afler 59 years, he siill holds the Wezel Counly carcer scoring record of 2,117 points
and the single season point average mark of 33.0 points a game set in his senior year.

His career point total broke the W.Va state mark of 1,956 points set from 1951-53
by the legendary “Hot Rod” Hundley of Charleston and Mot became the first 2,000
point scorer in Mountain State history, Motts toial also bextered the Ohio Valley stan-
dard of 2,077 points sct by charter OVAC Hall of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorkvilic from
1947-48. His carecr total currently ranks [5th on the allime W.Va. charts and Top
10 in Ohio Valley annals. Mott held the W.Va. career record until 1958 and the Ohio
Valley standard until 1959.

As a prep senior, he scored 693 points in 21 games. In his junior year, he averaged 29.4
points including a school-record 31 points in 2 127-58 win over Wallace, The 129 points
set a state standard which lasted two wecks before Wheeling outscored Wetr, 146-110, a1
Madison Gym in a game which sct a then-narional record total of 256 points.

Mott's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hall of Famer
Henry Josefczyk of Yorkville (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer of New
Curniberland (33.95) and was ahead of two OVAC Hall of Famers - Lee Patrone of
Bellaire (32.9) and Ron “Cy" Godlrey of Martins Ferry (32.4). In W.Va., Mott ranked
third behind the legendary Jerry West of East Bank (34.3) and Thayer.

As a senior, Mott was selected Class B (smalier of two classes) first 1cam All-State
and also picked as the state Player of the Year by the Sisiersville-based Tri-State
Invitational Tournament.

Alfter his senior year, he was selected to play on a combined W.Va.-Ohio All-Star
icam to play the Kentucky All-Stars. His .cammates included West and Joscferyk,

In baseball, he was a four-year regular pitcher/shortstop and also played American
Legion bascball. He also compeied in the Wheeling Owidoor Basketbail League.

He camed a basketball scholarship to Marshall and played three varsily scasons altcr
a year on the freshman team.

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1956). He was a &-foor-4,
200-pound mulid-sport standout (football quartcrback, basketball forward, bascball
shortstop) who is regarded as the school’s top muiti-sport athlete,

He eamed his most fame in basketball as a senior when he scored 679 points in 20
games for a school-record 33.95 average which ranked No, 2 in both the state and
Ohio Valley. The top OV mark was 422 by OVAC Hall of Famer Henry Joscferyk
of Yorkville and the Ieading W.Va. average was 34 3 by the legendary Jerry West of
East Bank.

Thayer scored 56, 58 and 53 points in three straight late-season wins over Shetrard,
Cameron and Follansbee $t, Anthony. That gave him a remarkable 167 points in three
games and 114 in back-to-back outings. He also had other games of 52, 49, 46 and
41 twice.

In football, he played for W Va. in the annual W Va-Ohio All-Star game and was
recruited by West Virginia University as an invited-walk-on candidate,

At WVU, he was one of two regular quarterbacks on a freshman team which wort all
five games. Afier his freshman year, he left school to join the U.S. Army and playcd
armed service football before being discharged in 1961,

He signed a free agent contract for a tryout with the Cleveland Browns in 1962, the
same year thal OVAC charter Hall of Famer John Havlicek was in camp

After Thayer was cut, he returned to the Ohio Valley and eamed a roster spol as a
backup quarterback on the first Wheeling Ironmen team which went 9-4 and won the
1962 United Football League title in Thayer's only scason on the team.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas a two-sporl prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlelc lo cam
three Ohio State letters in both [cotball and hasketball.

In high school, he was a four-year football lineman and served as team caplain as a senior when he eamed All-County honors. He also played two
varsity years of basketball for the Pouters.

At Ohio E'I;tatc, he played tackle on three Buckeye teams {1928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while carning
six varsity leulers.

After graduation, he served in the Navy before returning to OSU in 1933 1o join the athletic and physical cducations staffs. In 1946, he became Athlctic
Dircetor and served until his retirement in 1971. During his tenure, he guided onc of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big 10 Conference and
the country. The school named a recreation and physical activity facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor.

Amie Marks Cormell Jcweu-Scio Iigh School, Class of 1994). The most honored (emale athleic in Lady Vikings® history, shc carned 12 letlers
in basketball, track and volleyball.

Tn basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26.3,25.8, 28.5 and 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks
Nao. 2 in Ohio Valley history behind charter OVAC Hall of Famer Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's,

Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 steals, 42% ficld goal and 74% frec throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals

Marks camed All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as 2 junior and senior and third tcam as a [reshman and sophomore. She was D-IV
Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesvillc Roscerans and was a four-year Eastern District and District 5 sclection and Player
ar Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. She was a threc-ume first tcam All-Valley sclection and a four-time All-Tnter-Valley Conference choice.

In track, she was twice an All-Valley seleciion. She won the Ohio Division HI high jump as a junior and placed [ifth as a senior.

Marks earned a basketball scholarship o Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and team co-caplain as a senior. The 5-foot-9 forward/
guard scored 853 career points, including 16 against nationally No. | ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee.

She currently resides in Northficld, Ohio and teaches and coaches at Nordonia High School.

Ron Martin (Tiffin Columbian High School, Class of 1971). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Chio
history, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 10 a dual record of 1,195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Ohio Class A state litles. In 1983, the
Redskins finished 1wo points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later, Caldwell placed second, one point behind Dayton Christian,
but the best was ycl 10 come.

In 1985, Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school’s second state titie. The 1986 team, howcever, is regarded as the
school's best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a statc record fow 26 points to repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical
national champion by Cross County Magazinc. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Carna, an OVAC Legends’
honorce and one of only five state harriers to win three individual crowns.

Martin left Caldwell after the back-lo-back Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins state title run
10 cight in a row through 1992.

Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Sencca East, also coached in the collegiale ranks at Tiffin University and Icidelberg
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997.

Ra Montgomerg (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking atl-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at
the University of Pitishurgh. He camed one-class All-State in foolball (1925}, as well as All-Valley, and was sclected to the five-player, onc-class All-
Statc (1926) in basketball as he led the second Viking Leam into the statc tournament. He also played bascball.

For his high school, and later college honors, the srhool featared his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many
years. That display currently is featured in ihe OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 series by The Imelligencer, he was selected to the
Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on slaff research and reader polling.

He cnrolled at Pitt on 2 basketball scholarship and tricd out for the football tcam after national Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly
promiscd him a trip to the Rosc Bowl if he made the tcam. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons. Pitt won 23,
lost four, had two tics and made two Rose Bowl trips afier unbealen regular scasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pill was crowned national
champion by regular scason polls.) Piti, however, {ost both Rosc Bowls by 7-6 te Stanford and 47-14 to USC,

As a senior, he eamed conscnsus first leam All-America as 2 §-foot-1, 188-pound guard. The two-way standout, also cited for his defcnse, was labeled
by Sutheriand as “the perfect guard” and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pitl ever produced. In 1958, he was selected Lo an All-Time Piu team.

Pete Zinaich (Weir High, Class of 1943). The most honored player on the first OVAC tcam 1o claim an “official” W.Va. all-class football champion-
ship. In the pre-playoff era, the W.Va. Sports Writers Association voled the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Famer Carl Hamill, the state champion
despite a 6-3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1) vs. in-slate leams with close losses lo Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Clairton, Pa.
The three-year regular fullback-linebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders' leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first
tam all-class 11-player All-State as a scnior.

After military service, he enrolled at West Virginia University and became a rare team captain of 1wo sports (football and baseball) as a 1949-50 scnior.
He letiered four years in footbabl and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. 1, 1949 Sun Bowl with a 21-12 win
over Toxas Western. After his scnior season, he was drafled by the San Francisco 49¢rs in the ninth round as the 115th overall NFL pick but opted for
an education carcer. He also was a three-year letierman at shortstop on the WVU bascball team.

Alter WVU, he spent his entirc teaching/coaching carecr in Eastern Ohic. He was head football and bascball coach at Adena High School from 1956-
69. His best [ootball team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

George Cheroke (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940). He was a football and wrestling standout for the Tigers, which produced the area's first wrestling power
under coach Art Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the ene-class Ohio heavyweight tile in 1940 after capluring the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As a sophomore,
he placed third a 154 pounds.The Tigers placed second 10 Cleveland John Hay, 21-20, for 1940 tcam laurels after Shadyside defealed John Hay in a dual meel earlier.
Cheroke, nicknamed Chicf, also was a siellar § -foot-9, 185-pound football guard. The three-ycar gridder and two-time tcam captain carned All-Valley honors as a two-
way standout, The Tigers went 9-1 and 7-2-1 during his final two scasons

He enrolled at Ohio State University to compete in both football and wrestling. Playing for coach Paul Brown on 6-1-1 record team, the sophomore moved into starting
lincup 1n lifth game after a tcammae's injury. He left OSU before 1942 scason Lo serve in the Air Force during World War I

Aficr his discharge in 1946, he again opted to play for Paul Brown, who was starting the Cleveland Browns in the first year of the All- American Conference. Cheroke
played in 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns, who defeated New York, 14-9 in the championship game. After one season, he re-enlisted in the Army for a 20-year career,
reliring in 1965 to cnter business in California. He passed away in 1986,

meel wins, reportedly an Ohio Valley record, from 1967-76 as Stanton fictded one of the most dominant small school track programs in the area. Other teams in the Indian
League included Mingo, Jefferson Union, Toronto, Cadiz, Springfield, United Local and Beaver Local.

Stantort won multiple Ohio district titles, two Class A regional crowns and competed in state events. While no first places were recorded, sophomore sprinter Bob
Haught, who signed a University of Alabama football scholarship, posted the state’s fastest 440-yard Class A timc in 1970 before placing sccond at the state meet, OVAC
Hall of Famer Blainc Rose also competed for Diehi, who ran track and cross country at West Virginia U,

Stanion joined the OVAC in 1981 and Diehl's icams won Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the helm,

Dichl also served as an assistant football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 1cam with head coach Glenn Trout.

Diehl received several awards before retiring in 1986, including the sccond Robert McKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans in 1976 and the Cal
Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993,

He resides in Boynton Beach, Fla,

Frank Gilliam (Sicubenville High Schoot, Class of 1952). He, and charter OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones, led Big Red 10 its most successful football-boys’ bas.
ketball year (1951-52) in history. The court team is the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regular scason followed by eight post-season wins in Ohio’s
largest Class A sectionat, district and regional tournaments pius wins over Toledo Central Catholic and Akron Nonh in the state event. Big Red bowed to Middletown,
63-33, in the firals, Gilliam was tcam caplain,

The 1951 Big Red footbaii team went 9-1, losing only to Massillen (13-6) and routing Canton McKinley (63-6) before being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in the final
AP state poll.

Gilliam. nicknamed Shag, was a wo-way end who earned third team largest class All-Ohio plus All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors. He played in the W.Va.-Ohio
All-Star Game,

He lettered three years in basketball and two each in football and baseball, The baseball team wem 16-3 his junior year,

The University of lowa recruited Jones, Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the “Steubenville Trio” by lowa media. Gilliam was
a three-year starter at end including a sophomorc scason when the Hawkeycs ticd Notre Dame, 14-14, and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat out the 1955 scason with a
broken leg and returned in 1956 as Towa went 9-1 to win the Big Ten title and a first-ever trip to the Rose Bowl, beating Oregon State, 35-19. Gilliam was All-Big Ten
and second team All-American.

In 1989, for lowa’s 100th {ootball anniversary fete, fans selected Gilliam (and Jones) 1o an Al-Time lowa team.

Gilliam was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packers, but opted to follow Joncs to the Canadian Footbal! League. He played three seasons at Winnipeg
before becoming an assistant coach (1966-70) at lowa. He then joined the Minnesota Vikings for a 36-year carcer in scouting and personnel.

He resides in Windermere, Ha,

Tom Harp (Barnesville High School, Class of 1945). A Shamrock football and baskctball standout and college athlete who later madc his mark in the coaching world.
A four-year quarterback and fullback in football, he was a three-year basketball standout who helped the Shamrocks 1o won-lost records of 184, 16-6 and 16-4 and
titles in the East Ohio Athletic League. He was selecied All-Conference his last two years,

He was recruited by Hall of Fame coach Sid Gillman 1o play football at Miami of Ohio and lettered as a freshman fullback before he was drafted into military service
for two years with the Navy.

Returning home in 1948, he enrotled at Muskingum College and played quarterback and fullback on two Ohio Athletic Conference title teams in 1949-50.

After graduation, he wmed 10 coaching and became head coach at Carrollton High from 195153 with a 20-6-1 record. He became one of over 100 coaches to apply
for the vacant Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed the Job vacated by Brilliant native Chuck Mather, who compiled a 57-3 record before opting for
University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massillon two years 1o 17-2-1 record and the state No. | and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press.

He then joined the college ranks as backfield coach at Army before a 15-year stint (1961-77) as head coach at three colieges - Comelt. Duke and Indiana State. The 1958
Army team, led by Heisman Trophy winner Pele Dawkins, was ranked No. 3 in the nation.

Eg Oliver (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Potter observers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was a statewide
honorec on both sides of the ball as a three-year regular. The runner, passer, placekicker, punter, finebacker and defensive back was a first 1eam All-Ohio linebacker pick
by The AP as a senior afier rating second team AH-Ohio defensive back honors as a junior. The UPI selected him a first team All-Ohio offensive back as a senior.

The Poiters went 9-0-1 in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oliver was the 1cam Icading rusher and scorer. The program only producced onc previous ninc-win scason.

He was also the leading basketball tcam scorer as a senior and lettered in baseball,

Awarded a football scholarship to the University of Miami (Fla.), he was a three-year letlerman at running back. As a senior on an 8-1-1 record team ranked 6th in the
national AP Poll, he was sccond on the team in rushing and scoring,

After graduation, he coached in the high school ranks. He is deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School, Class of 1933). An All-Vallcy end, and four-year multi-sport performer, for the Big Reds. he eamed three football
letiers al North Carolina State and served as 1936 Leam caplain as 4 senior. He was selected on an All-Time Wolfpack leam. All-Slate. All-Conference, All-South and
honorable mention All-Amenca. He was the first Wolfpack o be drafted — in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two scasons
with the Pittisburgh Steelers.

He returned 1o the Ohio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School o the Chio Class B stale championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center
after 14-0 and 13-0 tourncy wins. From 1940-47. he coached the Steubenville Central football tcam to a combined 50-17-7 record inctuding marks of 9-0-1, 8-0-1,
8-1 and 8-1. Also, during that period, he coached the Sieubenville Pros team for three years.

In 1948, he starled a 12-year college assislant coach stint including a year al Georgetown, five ycars {1949-53) at Mississippt State and six years (1954-59} at the
University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players to those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming {Shadyside).

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with the Wheeling Ironmen, which won a United
Football League ttle in 1963,

Cara, who was inducled into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame, is deccased.

Dail Harper (Caldwell High School, Class of 1986). A three-sport prep athlele who st shot put records in track and camned all-state honors in football. As a
senior rackman, his school record shot put effort of 64-feet, 9-inches at the Fullon Relays in Lancaster was he record for an area weightman [or 23 years and ranks
second all-time, After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 1053, he won two Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He also was a
state discus qualificr as a senior.

The three-time Piencer Valley Conference shot put champion also won (he Kiebler Inernational Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics.
USA Today sclected him as Ohie Track Athlete of the Year for 1986,

In football, he was a four-year letlerman/starter at running back and camed three All-Pioncer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion-
ships. A two-lime All-Eastemn Distrivt pick, he was named Offensive Player of the Year as a senior whe he rushed lor 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first-cver
Ohio playoff game, he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3.486 carcer rushing yards. Harper was also 2 Lhrec-year starter in basketball.

A Kent State recruit for rack, he was a three-year leticrman and a wo-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6. 58-9) and an NCAA
Al-American as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. e ranks 4th all-time in school indoor and 7th all-lime in school outdeor shot put.

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School, Class of 1955). One of the Bobcats’ most honored foolball players, the center-lincbacker was a first team All-Chio
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobcat Lo be cited on an All-America Leam by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav-
ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school,

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree helped the Bobceats win back-1o-back league tites in 1952 and 1953. He also was a four-year basketball
piayer and All-COL henorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in bascball.

The 6-loot-1, 205-pound athlete camed a scholarship 1o the University of Illinois where he was a three-year letterman at center-linebacker. In a 20-13 upsct in 1936
of nationally-ranked No. 1 Michigan State, he had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Famer Ray Nitschke
was a fellow linebacker.

Afler serving armed services duty, he coached the Hlinois freshman team for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Famer. Dick Butkus.
He later coached high school football for 25 years in Tllinois. He passed away in 2016.

Eddie Sterling (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1943). The 6-foot-1 forward competed at high levels on the high school, college and professional levels, He
carned first wam All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular scason team which ended 24-1 including
scciional. district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Toumament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player, three years as a track long
jumper and onc year in football and bascball.

AL West Virginia Universily, he was a three-year slasler on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was leam caplain as a senior. He scored 559 career points. He
Jater returned to the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League.

He also coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five tcams went 88-14 afier a 4-17 first year start, His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal
\cams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led tcams with won-lost marks of 17-2, 16-3, 19-3, 18-2 and 18-4.

Kim Tullis (Jewcti-Scio High School, Class of 1984). The 5-fool-4 guard was the first Ohio Valicy girl to break the 2,000-point carcer mark with 2,072 in 90
games during a four-year starting carecr. She scored in double figures in 89 gamcs with a single game high of 53 vs. Indian Valley North, the fourth valley player to
reach the 50-puint mark. She led the valley in scoring (wo straight years and, us a senior, averaged 27.5 points, 7.5 rebounds, B.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting
46.4% from the Hoor.

Tullis was a first team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first tcam All-Valley honorce - named co-captain as 4 scnior. She averaged 25.1 as a
junior and was a sccond Leam Al-Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as a sophomore and gaincd third team All-Ohio honors. She also was a throe-lime choice as All-Eastem
District and All-District 5.

A resident of Kent, she was a four-ycar letterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior lcam co-caplain while carning All-Mid American Conlerence Tournament and
honorable mention All-MAC her final scason, In P10 carcer games, she scored 940 points with 315 assists and 172 steals. She led her team in assisls as a seniot.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ed Bartrug (Magnolia High School. Class of 1927). He was a two-spart {football and basketball) prep and college standout. Bartrug carned all-class All-State and All-
Valley honors as a Blue Eagle senior for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in an all-class “urofficial” state utle game in Huntington. Williamson won.
14-13 on the ficld but ineligible players were discovered later and the result nullificd. The 9-0 record regular season team outscored nine foes 356-20 including seven shutouts,
He scored a school record mine touchdowns in one game and retumed a pass interception a record 98 yards against Warwood as a junior As a senior. he was teamm captain for
both football and basketball.

Bartrug was a five-leter winner in football (3) and basketbail (2) at West Virginia L. and also competed in basebali and track. A two-way back in football, he is regarded as
one of the best punters in school history. He had an 80-yard punt vs. Oregon State in 1927 and a 75 yard punt the following year. In 1928, he starred for the 8-2 record team
which beat rival Pitt for the first time in four years. 9-6. He landed 2 47-vard pass to set up WVL's only TD in the win. He was selected to the 1930-39 era All-Time Team.

After college, he was head football coach for 23 years at three southemn W.Va high schools — Mount Hope, St. Albans and Charleston — with a coaching record of 129-
50-7. He also coached the South to a 28-13 win in'1947 in the annual North-South Game. After retirement from the education field in 1973, he became a high school track
and feotball official. He was one of 10 charter Magnolia Life Achievement honorees for stedent-athletes and is inducted into both the W Va. Sporis Hall of Fame and WVLI
Sports Hall of Fame. He died in £996.

Guido DeVecchis (Weir High School. Class of 1942}, The 5-fool-8 sparkplug was one of the most celebrated Red Rider football-basketball athletes in the pre-QVAC
era, Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Carl Hamill. he eamed all-class All-State in both sports as a junior and senior as well as All-Valley in football, the only
All-OV sport honors at the time.

In basketbail, he set a schoot career point record of 1,169 points in four seasons during a luw-scoring era. The mark lasted 22 years before broken by OVAC charter Hall of
Famer Ron (Fritz) Williams. He averaged 19 points a game 15 a senior when he was named 1o the eight-player, all-class All-State team as the Red Riders finished W, Va. Class
A runner-up 1o Fairmont Senior (38-37). He was a repeat all-toumament selection. As a junior, the guard was picked on the second all-class All-State unit as the Red Riders
(21-4) won the regional title before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A toumey and bowing 1o Huntington East,

In football. the running back was a second unit, all-class All-State honoree as a senior when he scored a Rider-best 17 TDs for a 9-1 record team which lost only to Massillon
(Ohio}, 6-0. In a 32-0 blanking of Clairton, Pa.. he returned a punt 95 yards to scare. He played on three Rider teams (1939-41) with records ol 9-1, 7-2 and 9-2 competing
against a top-flight tri-state schedule. He opted 1o play football a1 West Virginia U, and lettered on the 1946 Mountainecr team. He died in 1996,

Stan Golet; {Bridgeport High School. Class of 1936). The 6-foot-3, 200-pound Bulldog was a two-sport standowt who led his team into state tournaments in both bas-
ketball and baseball. Nicknamed “Stash™ and “Lefty™, the southpaw was a four-year regutar first baseman-pitcher in baseball and the top player on the 27-4 record basketball
team which advanced te Ohio’s largest class loumament semifinals before bowing to eventual champion Newark after defeating Cleveland Holy Name and Bowling Green
for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker.

Afler gotng 18-3 in regular season play in the old Chic Valley Athictic Association — the predecessor o the OVAC - the Bulldogs went 9-1 in post-season play to advance
the farthest in school history at the time. He was team captain and eamed All-State Tournament honors as a guard. Post-scason vietims included Steubenville, Fast Liverpool.
Shadyside. Toronto and Carrollton. Golet also starred as a junior on a 20-5 record tcam.

In bascball, as a semor. he pitched two no-hit, no-run games in one week during the Eastern Ohio regional tournament to advance 1o the state largest Class A event. The
Bulldogs then defeated Toledo Libby, 5-3. in the first round before bowing, 54, 1o Columbus Aquinas in the sernifinals.

Aller high school, he enrolled at Ohio State and played four seasons of baseball white being scout by several pro teams in the pre-drail era, While in college, he played pro
bascball as a pitcher during the summers, In 1938, he went 12-5 with Springficid. lIL.. and played for Cedar Rapids. lowa, in 1939. Afier college. in 1940, he played for three
pro teams - Charleston, W.Va., Pine Blufi. Ark.. and Oklahoma City, Okla, Playing outficld‘pitcher for Oklahoma C ity in 1941, he hit 300 in 59 games and was 13-10 as
a piteher before being called up by the Chicago White Sox. He played in five games as a pinch-hitter and had three hits in five at bats in the majors. A year later, he enlisted
in the U.S. Ammy and upon release in 1945, he retemed 1 minor league baseball as a pitcher, lirst baseman, outficlder and manager untit the mid-1950s. He died in 1997.

Charles ‘Hank’ Morus (McKcesport, Pa. High School, Class of 1939). He made his beys basketball coaching mark at otd Newport High (19535-68) beforc the school
became part of the current Frantier { 1968-81) High in New Matamoras. His first coaching job was in August, Mo, from 1950-55. Overall, his 31-year coaching record was
409-247 with 11 league titlcs, seven sectional championships and a district crown in 1969, A fier Fronticr joined the OVAC, he guided the Cougars to Class AA titles in 1979
and 1981, He won league Coach of the Year honors six times; won District 12 honors in 1974 plus Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1969 and 1981, the year he coached
in the OVAC All-Star game. [n 1994, he camed the Earl Haberficld OVAC Basketball Coaches Award.

Besides coaching boys baskcetball, he served as Athletic Director at Newport from 1960-67 and a1 Frontier from 1968-81. In his first coaching job — girls basketball - his
Missouri teams went 79-29. At Newport. he also coached the baseball tcam for 12 scasons with a 97-57 mark and four leaguc, three seetionat and one district title, The 1964
team advanced 1o the regional finals.

He graduated from Salem (W.Va,) College where he was captain and co-captain of the basketbali and bascball teams and selected as the Outstanding Senior Athlete,

tn 1999, he was inducted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Athletic Hall of Fame and the Frontier High School Ciymnasium was named the Hank Morus Gymnasium and an annual
Hank Morus Athletic Scholarship was started for senior male and female student-athletes. He alse is inducted in the Ohio Hi gh School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame and
the District [2 charter Basketball Coaclies Hall. He dicd in 1998.

Steve Swisher (Parkersburg South High School. Class of 1969). South’s first honorce was a three-sport Pattiot all-stater during the first two years of the school who
went on to an honored college bascball carcer before playing nine scasons in the major Icagues. He was a sophomore starter at football end for Parkersburg High before South
opened its doors and he became the school s first major multi-sport athlete. He also was a shortstop for a state championship Parkersburg Post 15 American Legion tcam.

In two years at South. he was an all-class, all-state baseball shortstop. a sceond team all-stater as a basketball Forward: and an all-state mention as a football end. [n two sea-
sons of basketball, he scored 1.077 points and converted all 20 free throws in one game with a high point output of 33 points. Bascball was his future, however, as he accepted
& schotarship to Ohio University, which advanced to the College World Series in his freshman season, That team featured Baseball Hall of Famer Mike Schmidt. Bobeat coach
Bob Wren converted Swisher 10 catcher and he became a three-time All-Mid American Conference honoree and an All-America sclection as a senior,

Hc became the Bobeats” first Major League drafl pick in the first round — and the first from West Virginia — as the 2{st overall choice by the Chicago White Sox in 1973,
ITraded to the crosstown Chicago Cubs. he competed for the National League team from [974-77 before playing with the St. Louis Cardinals from 1978-80 and the San Diego
Padres from 1981-82, He was the Cubs’ representative in the 1976 All-Star Game. Afler his playing days, he became a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 1997 plus
2005 and major league coach. He won three minor league championships in the Cleveland Indians and New York Mets organizations and was the Mets’ bullpen coach from
1994-96. He was a charter inducice into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame in 1998.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ed Bode (Bethel Township High School. Class of 1958). As a junior. he led one of Ohio’s smallest high schools to the state Class A semifinals before bowing to
Graus. 73-72. He was sclected all-lournament, Playing for OVAC charter Hall of Fame coach Dick Pouts, Bethe! won county, sectional, district and regional titles en
route to a 27-2 record.

The 6-foot-4 center was even better as a senior when Bethel wemt 22-2 and advanced to the distriet [inals. He not only eamed first team All-Oluo Class A by The
Associated Press, but was named Class A Player of the Year. He also repeated as All-Eastern Ohio while scoring 537 points in 24 games. He played in the first Ohio
Narth-South All-Star game along with future Oluo State greats John Havlicek of Bridgeport and Jerry Lucas of Middletown.

Bode camed a scholarship to West Virginia University where his threc-year carcer was limited by a knee injury as he carned one letter and played i 43 games

He then served 23 years as & boys basketball coach in Ohio with a 325-175 recard. He succeeded his prep coach, Potts, at Skyvue where his 1964 team won 21
straight gemes before bowing m the district finals. After three seasons. he coached one vear at Doylestown Chippewa before taking a coaching break for two years.
He returncd to Skyvue for four years. where a 24-2 team advanced to the regional finals, He coached at Martins Ferry from 1973-78 and cnded lis carcer at Strasburg
with  nine-vear stint. Bethel became part of the Skyvue consolidation which [ater was in the Monroe Central consolidation.

Bodc died in 20110,

Bob Bowen (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1942}, He was a state honored two-sport Purple Rider athlete in basketball and tenms before becoming a
three-year Ohio State baskethall regular on nationally-ranked teams

The four-year, two-sport standout was a junior starter on a 27-2 record 1941 Purple Rider tean: which won the Ohio Class A championship by finishing with 17
straight wins, capturing sectional and district titles before winning four games in the state event capped by a 37-30 finals’ win over Lakewood.

It Bowen's senior seasan. the Riders hiked the win streak (o 33 games betore bowing to Steubenville. which also ended a 22-3 record Rider scason in the district
osmarttent, Bowen, nicknamed “Frosty”, was a second team All-Ohio Class A choice by The Associated Press while teammate Lou Groza earned third team honors.

Ferry started tennis as a prep sport in 1940 and Bowen excelled as he teamed as 2 senior with junior teammate Ken Kadar to win the arca’s only Ohio state doubles
title in 1942, Ferry's team captured a district crown that year.

Bowen enrolled at Ohio State and became a three-year basketball starter in 1944 and 1946-47. The 1944 and 1946 teams won Big Ten Conference titles and played
in the NCAA national tourmaments where the Buckeyes placed fourth in 1944 and 3rd in 1946,

Bowen and Kadar were both inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.

Russell (Bus) LaRue (Wheeling High School, Class of 1926}, He was a four-year Wildeat standout in tootball. basketbali and bascball that went on to cam
seven letters in two sports at West Virginia University.

In football, he was a do-it-all running back, passer and punter and two-year tcam captain. In both his junior and senior seasons, he camed first team All-Valley and
Ali-State and twice selected captain. As a senior, he led the Wildcats to an 8-1-1 record and. with no state playoffs and no in-state losscs. while outscoring foes by
172-16. the Wildcals ¢laimed zn “unofficial” state title. They deleated Parkersburg, Huntington, Fairmont Senior. Clarksburg Victory, Moundsvitle. Benwood Union
and Magnolta.

In basketball, the Wildcats were state one-class runner-up to Huntington in his junior season and he eamed second team all-lournament honors, Afler the state event
at Buckhannon, the team competed in the National Tournament in Chicago, which invited all state champions and runners-up.

He enrolled at West Virginia University where he played for coach Ira (Rat) Rodgers and lettered three scasons at fullback. The 1928 team went 8-2. He was also
a four-ycar letlerman as a third baseman on the bascball team.

Alter graduation. he returned to Wheeling as an Ohio County high school and junior high teacher and coach.

He is deceased.

Robert Lilienthal (Cambridge High School. Class of 1953). He camed state honors in football and basketball for the Bobcats. A three-scason football starter at
quarterback, he led the Bobeats as a senior to its first Centrat Ohio League championship. and No. 11 state Class A ranking, including a 20-14 win over third-ranked
Zanesville, 20-14, He was named second team All-Ohio and (irst team Al-COL. He played for the South 1eam in the annual Obio North-South game opposite the first
team All-Ohio quarterback Len Dawson of Alliance -~ a future Purduc University and Kansas City Chiefs” standout.

A four-year starter in basketbadl, he led the Bobeats, as a junior. 10 the Central Ohio League co-title and carned second team AlLCOL., In his senior season, the
Bobeats recorded the school's first unbeaten regular season and went 23-0 before bowing in the district toumament. He repeated on the A-COL second team and
was selected 10 third team All-Ohio Class A by United Press Intemational.

He enrolied at Ohie State and was in the football program for three vears. The 6-foot, 174-pounder was one of scven quarterbacks on the 10-0 record 1954 team
which defeated USC. 20-7 in the Rose Bowl and was the national poll champion by the AP. The 1955 team went 7-2 and repeated as Big Ten Conference champion.

The Cambridge resident was inducted into the Cambridge Athletic Hall of Fame in 2018,

Chris Yura (Morgantown High School. Class of 1999). He was a state record-setting running back (102 career TDs. 50 as senior) who carned the Kennedy
Award as state all-class Player of the Year as a junior before placing third as a senior behind the only first place tie in history between two other state record-setters
- I.R. House of Nitro {passing) and Quincy Wilson of Weir (rushing). A two-lime first tcam Class AAA all-stater. he carned All-America mention from USA ‘Today
4% a senior.

The 5-foot-11, 185-pounder led the state in scoring two straight years and rushed for more than 2,000 yards in both his junior and senior seasens (o end with more
than 5.700 carcer yards in three years.

He led the Mohtgzans 10 a 12-2 record as a senior and state runner-up Lo a House-led Nitro in a memorable 69-52 “Super Six™ shootout at Wheeling Island Stadium.
Yura nursed an ailing ankle and didn’t start the game, but was inscrted to scorc his record 56th season TD.

As a junior. Morgantown was unbeaten in regular season but was upset in the playotts. Yura rushed for 2,017 yards and scored 37 TDs. He was a three-time All-
NCAC Conference sclection,

Recruited by several Division | colleges. he opted for Notre Dame U.. where he was a four-year letterman. mostly as a special teams player and backup fullback.
The 2000 [rish team went 9-3 and ranked 15¢h nationally. The 2002 team was [0-3 with a | 7th national poll spot.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Johnny August (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940}, The 5-10, [60-pounder was a four-year basketball and three-year football regular and star on the
9-1 record Upper Ohio Valley League title team of 1939 which outscored foes, 294-42. The two-way halfback-punter-kicker camed st Team All-Valley honots. In
basketball. the semior team captain led the team in scoring with 303 points in a low-scoring era and set a school record with 40 points in 2 64-36 regular season finale
win over Bamesville. He was a three-time All-Section Tournament choice.

He declined a basketball scholarship at Indiana University to play lootball at Ohio State. After a year on the freshman team. he transferred to the University of
Alabama and became a starting tailback as o junior. A top runner. passer and punier, he was labeled by local media as “Triple Threat Johnny August.” He was a standout
ina 37-21 Orange Bowl| victory over Boston College on Jan. 1, 1943,

August then served two years during Wortd War Ll as a Marine drill instructor at Parris sland. S.C.. before returning to Alabama for his senior year in 1945. He
was a starting fuitback with famed Harry Gilmer at tatlback. In the Jan. |, 1946 Cotton Bowl. the Tide lost to a Texas team led by Bobby Layne and Tom Landry.

He was drafted by the Cleveland Browns in the eighth round as the T0th overall NFL pick. He played one season with the pro Brooklyn Dodgers, but injuries cut
short his career, He died in Rome. Ga., in 1998

Al Christopher iCaldwell High School, Class of 1953}, He was an All-Ohio Class A quarterback on the Redskins™ 9-0) unbeaten team of 1952, Also, an All-
Muskingum Valley League honorce, the three-year starter completed 143 of 288 passes for |.789 yards in an era of limited passing. He also played prep basketball.

At Ohio University. the 1957 graduate was a four-year kicking specialist on the Bobeats” football team.

A prep football coach at Wyoming High in Cincinnalti, he won three conference titles and was head coach of the Qhio Shrine Game and coached in the North-South
All-Star Game in Canton. He served as President of the Ohio Coaches Association in [966.

He went on 10 Muskingum College as head football coach (1970-80). gotf coach (1978-92) and athictic dircetor. He camed Ohio Athletic Conference Coach of Year
honors when Muskingum won the 1975 OAC title and led the golf team to an QAC conlerence title and No. 13 national ranking,

An avid golfer, he won the Zanesville Senior Championship in 1994, 1996 and 1998.

A charter 1998 inductee into the Mid-Chio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. he also is inducted into the Muskingum University Athletic Hall of Fame.

Allan Collins (0ak Glen High School. Class of 1970). He retired as head girls’ basketball coach at Morgantown High as the most successful largest Class AAA
pilot in state history. In 24 seasons (1986-2010), he compiled a 488-104 record for an 82.5% winning percentage. His teams won five state titles in 1990, 1992, 1993,
2005 and 2007 and finished runner-up in 1989, 2003 and 2006.

The Mohigans advanced 10 15 state tournaments with 20 wins or more in 14 seasons. The unbeaten (27-0) titfle team of 1992 was ranked No. 23 nationally by USA
Today. That squad was led by fellow OVAC Legends’ honoree Julie Wheeler, a junior and state atl-class Co-Player ol the Year who repeated that honor as a senior.
Collins also couched two other state Players of the Year in Virginia Tech recruit Stephanie Carter (1990) and Robert Morris recruit Keri Pryor (2005).

Collins coached seven NCAA Division-1 recrutits among over 20 who camed college scholarships.

He was named state Girls Baskewball Coach of the Year twice as well as conference coach of the year and The Dominion Post Coach of the Year honors. He served
as coach of numerous all-star teams including the state North-South game, W.Va. vs. Ohio All-Star game and conference all-star classics.

Collins is also a Morgantown High School Athletic Hall of Fame honoree.

Jint Monigold (Conotton Valley High School. Class of 1966). He competed in five sports in one year for the Rockets--baseball, basketball, football. golf and
track. He was named All-LEastern Ohio first team in basketball his junior and scnior seasons. He went on 1o Ashland College to play basketball and bascball his fresh-
man and sophomore scasons.

Aller coltege. be took over the CV baseball program started by Dave Graham, the son of famed Cleveland Browns™ quarterback Otto Graham, and became head
coach in 1974, He led the Rockets to district titles in 1977, 1982 and 1988,

In 2000, he was inducted into the Hamison County Sports Hall of Fame and. the following year, he was inducted into the Cy Young Bascball Hall of Fame in
Tuscarawas County. He was honored in the Conotton Valley Sports Hall of Fame as an individual and his 1977 bascball team also was inducted.

The new baseball field at the school was named “Jim Monigold Field™ in his honor in 2018.

Julie Wheeler (Morgantown High School. Class of 1994)--The most honored girls basketball player in Mohigan history, she camed 1t tcam Class AAA All-State
three seasons and was the sparkplug Lo the school’s back-lo-back state titles and a national ranking.

Playing for feltow OVAC Legends honoree. coach Allan Collins, she led the unbeaten (27-0) team to a national No. 23 ranking by USA Today. During her MHS
career, she scored 1,612 points in 79 garacs for a 20.4 average and converted 81% of her free throws. She sct a school, and then-state. record with 199 carcer thrce-
point goals,

She was twice a statewide, all-class major honoree, sharing the Thom Award as Co-Player of the Year as a jurtior, and repeating as Player of the Year as a senior,
She also was the state Gatorade Player of the Year and the USA Today state Player of the Year.

Wheeler accepted a scholarship o Providence College where she played in [0 games as a four-year lettlerman and starter, The 5-foot-7 guard set the schoot record
with 252 3-point goals and also led the team in assists two years and recorded 343 career assists. She ended with 1.039 points for a 10.2 average.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Keovalick
(accepting for the late George Kovalick),
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel {accepting
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (accepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Matt Mumley {(accepting for
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late
George Sirager), Beb Burton and John
‘Corky’ Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the late
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
- and Terry Snively, Third row, John ‘Fuzzy’
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent-
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D’Innocente
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
Hall, Pzaul ‘Bud’ Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent-
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Ear] Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner;
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Bo’ McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane
Bailog (representing Gene Cattane); third
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs.

T —————
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008

Members of the QVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2008 or their representatives inciude, front
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart),
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick;
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe
Petiini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept-
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie
Dailer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2009

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2009 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Richard “Dick” Edge,
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Serrenti, Gene Ford,
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paclisso; second row,
Harold “Doc¢” Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row,
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan,
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

Members of the OVAC Hal! of Fame Class of
2010 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John
Stephenson and Kyle Rose: second row, Tom
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John
“Streaky” Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin,
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent-
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2011 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurnes, Ross
Gallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker),
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Det) and
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Cluiter, Gary
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin),
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller,
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay),
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for
TJ. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame o
Class of 2012

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Tom
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the |
late Burdell “Jimmy” Carey), Shawn
Donley (accepting for the late Charles |
“Red” Donley), Gene Ammirante,
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec-
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for
the late Eugene “Eudie” Joseph), Art
Hehr, Joey Maroon {(accepting for Joe
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the
late Richard “Dick” Kerwood), Doug
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr,
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell.

OVAC Hall
of Fame
Class of 2013

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2013 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting
for the late Richard ‘Hoot’ Gib-
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac-
cepting for the late Jim Thomas},
John Howell, Don Zinni and
Harry ‘Moo’ Moore, Second row,
Fred Burda (accepting for the
late Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey), Ken Var-
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting
for Jim Brown), Larry Marmie,
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell.
Third row, Mark Emmerling,
Blaine Rose. Ben Taylor, Bethany
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCCOOOOOOOOOOOOVL




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Rick
Coles, Bill Brubaker, James Compan-
ion, Jim Potts, Dick Edge (accepting
for the late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman
and James ‘Junior’ Moore. Second row,
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row,
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino,
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie
Hutchins), and Dan Stephens. Also
inducted were Paul Richards, Mike
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack.

Class of 2015

The Class of 2015 for the OVAC Hall of
Fame or their representatives

include, front row left to right, Linda
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri

Kellas (accepting for the late George
Kellas IT), David *Ty’ Fleming’ and Rod
Johnson. Second row, Dorethy Powell
(accepting for the late Duane Powell),
Pat Graetjens (accepting for the late
Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry), John Spence (accept-
ing for the late Paul Rickards) and Miles
Witchey (accepting for the late Clyde
Eads). Third Row, Gene ‘Beef’ Lamone,
Rick Nau, Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovi-
cic. Four row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly
Swierkos and James Taylor; Back row,
Dr. Dianna Vargo (accepting for Mike
McLeod, Brittany Hocker, \Ted Talking-
ton and Paul Hoover.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, their
representatives) included, Bob Koch,
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent-
ing the late Jimmy Mountain)Stan
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West;
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan
{representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker),
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig,
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn),
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley
and Jim Wood; back row, Jim Woofter,
William Augur (representing Kim
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and
Kacie Vavrek.

ovVAC
Hall of Fame
Class of 2017

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row left
to right, Arthur “Butch” Joseph,
Ross Stoliz, Jeff Harrison, Dave
Caldwell, Vicki Leggeit (repre-
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill
Gompers; second row, Lisa Glieber
(representing Tom Franckhauser),
Angela Hearst (representing
William ‘Catfish’ Hearst), Jarrett
Alford (representing Roger
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis
{(representing Nate Davis), April
Rotilio and Roger Sowers 11 (rep-
resenting Roger Sowers).




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Ron
White, Greg Haberfield (representing
Earl Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz;
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy
Sessi Spence (representing Geno Sessi),
Geri Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago
(representing Don Osby), Willie Tucker
(representing Bill Tucker and Keith
Vrotsos; back row, Georgia Dawson,
Ron Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly
Shields, Reno Saccoccia (representing
Zach Collaros} and Adam Hoppel.

Class of 2019

The Class of 2019 for the OVAC Hall
of Fame or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Dr.
Dan Doyle, Al Glitch, Don Clegg,
Dave Bruney , Jay Circosta, Jim
Crosier and Mike Sherwood (repre-
senting Chet Daniels); second row,
George Deiderich (representing his
brother, Art Deiderich), Catherine
Knox (representing her father, Pete
Gongola), Becky Gala (representing
her uncle, Bob DiStefano), Leon
Jenkin), Jeff Patterson and Ron
Sismondo; back row, Shelly Carroll,
Mike Gulan, Jamie Adams, Casey
Coyne (representing his brother,
Scott Coyne), Tyler Engle and Liz
Repella.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2021

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2021 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Jerry
Narvisi, Rich Wilinski, Scott Nolte, Kim
Clifford, Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral and
Larry Deaton; second row, Bill Welker,
Ralph Anastasio; Keith Bloom (repre-
senting Tom Bleom), Pete Abuls and
Kate McLane (representing Don ‘Kip’
McLane); third row, Joe Blaha, Carl
Fodor Jr., Daryl ‘Boogie’ Johnson, Josh
Watson, Leekycia Brown and Natalie
Perzanowski.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2022

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2022 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Dr.
Dianna Vargo, Linda Alexander
(representing the late Henry ‘Hen’
Healy), Seth Staskey, Robert ‘Bo’
McConnaughy (representing Dave
Cisar), and Terry Depew; second
row, Mike Coyne, Edmund DiBacco,
Roger Holdinsky, Fred Bruney
(representing the late Bob Bruney),
and Tony ‘Gary’ Marvin; third row,
Richard Summers, Lori Heady,

Jeff Woofter, Chris McGhee Sr.
(representing Curtis McGhee, Jr.),
DJ Duke and Teddi Jo MaslowskKi.
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ﬁ?@ MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS ¥
e FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME

1. COACHES:

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased.

Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals.

Wins/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.)

Baseball: 250 wins.

Basketbali: 250 wins

Cheering: 5 OVAC titles

Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles

Football: 125 wins

Golf: 5 OVAC titles

Soccer: 125 wins

Softball: 250 wins

Swimming; 5 OVAC titles

Track: 5 OVAC titles

Volleyball: 250 wins

Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles

2. OFFICIALS:

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased

25 years of service

3. MEDIA:

Can be inducted any time

20 years of service

Contributions to the OVAC

4. OVAC FAMILY:

Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.

Contributions to the conference

5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR:

Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been successful
in the high school/college/professional ranks but don’t meet the criteria in other categories.

6. ATHLETES:

Must be out of high school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and professional
accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume.

Baseball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Basketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams

Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Football: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Softball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Swimming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Tennis: Multiple individual AIl-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Track: Multipie individual AIIFOVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Volleyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Wrestling: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes




BE QURE TO VidIT
THE OVAC
HALL OF FAME
DISPLAY
AND OVAC MUSEUM
LOCATED IN THE
CONCOURSE AROUND
WESBANCO ARENA
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