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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony 

, Saturday, August 12, 2023 

Welcome .. .............................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Hall of Fame Chairman 
lnvocation .................................................................................... Dr. Vince Monseau 
Dinner ...................... .................................................................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Remarks/Introductions ................................ .. Dirk DeCoy, OVAC Executive Director 

Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Hall of Fame Chairman 
Master of Ceremonies .......... John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ................................ Rich Braham, Mike DeVol, Jedd Gyorko, 
Cyril Letzelter, Jim Presley 

Magruder Distinguished Service Award ................................... ........ Todd Fullerton 

2023 Hall of Fame Inductions 
OVAC 'Family' 
Kelly Rine .................................................................................................................... . 
OVAC 'Contributor' 
Bob Robinson .............................................................................................................. . 
Coaches 
Bob Dawson ................................................................................................................ . 
Penn Kurtz .................................................................................................................. . 
Official 
Don Cash .................................................................................................................... . 
Athletes 
Dick Reasbeck ............................................................................................................ . 
Mike Tomasovich ........................................................................................................ .. 
Al Salvadori. ................................................................................................................ . 
Ted Tomasovich ........................................................................................................... . 
Steve Doe .................................................................................................................. .. 
Lance La Follette .......................................................................................................... . 
Tim Mccrate ................................................................................................................ . 
Shawn Straughn .......................................................................................................... . 
Jessica Hines .............................................................................................................. . 
Fred Ray ..................................................................................................................... . 
Jennie Castle ............................................................................................................... . 
Koel Davia ................................................................................................................... . 
Justin Fox .................................................................................................................... . 
Max Nogay .................................................................................................................. . 

Benediction ................................................................................. Dr. Vince Monseau 



Dirk DeCoy Joe Dunlevy Jeff Harrison Doug Huff 

'Bubba' Kapral Bob Koch Tom Rataiczak Kelly Rine 

Barbara Sleek Seth Staskey Scott Nolte Don Clegg 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee 

Tom Rataiczak ........................................................... OVAC HOF Chairman 
Dirk DeCoy ........................................................... OVAC Executive Director 
Joe Dunlevy .............................. Athletic Director, Indian Creek High School 
Jeff Harrison ........................................ Long-time Ohio Valley Sports Editor 
Doug Huff ..................... .................... Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral. .......................... Retired Sports Editor, The Times Leader 
Bob Koch ............................. Former OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 
Kelly Rine ................. ... Retired Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 
Barbara Sleek ........................................ OVAC Assistant Executive Director 
Seth Staskey ......... . Athletic Director, Wheeling Central Catholic High School 
Scott Nolte ......................................................... Sports Director, WTRF-TV7 
Don Clegg ................. Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer/News Register 



~~~ 2023-2024 OVAC EXECUTIVE BOARD, ~C, 
·~~ REPRESENTATIVES AND COMMISSIONERS~~ 
'Plt.&iul.ent 
'Bill 'Beattie 
'lliu-'Plt.&iul.ent 
'DQJJ.fd, CattJ,,e/t 

'P<Ut 'Plte4i.dmt 
Va11J tn.u:A 
Ohio 'Boalut 'lll~ 
'D~. WalJRJb Sktup}d 
Ohio 'Boalut m~ 
ieM.IJ 'flaJtcW, 

Ohio 'Boalut 'lll~ 
t'tic£mue 
w. v111. 'BoaJut m~ 
'D~. 'DUJJUUJ, Va!tfO 
w. 11111. 'BoaJut m~ 
COltRJJ. 'lllU!tpluJ. 

~'D~ 
'Diltk 'DeCtuJ. 
~ ~diJJe 'DilltttoJ,, 

'BaMullul, Sl.ttk 

Cenl!t.ol, 'R~ rp 
John,'f~ " 
'fl<JJ,JA 'R~ 
Sttm 'Blumette 
S~'R~ 
'llltlltk 'Romick 
WtMt'R~ 
'R<UJ. 9/iblu 

c~ 
'BllMluJt 
'Bill 'Beattie 
'BrwuJJuill 
'Doug C<J41.aia 
'Don, U.i/lm-~ 
'B"'JIUL Y.""" -~ 
30lJIJull.t 
SantjOMA 
'Ri.ck 'llloolte -~ 
Sopbolt 
'Toni 'Bechbt 
Tluu:k/C'WM Co.wdluj. 
'D~:Jlill 
1/ollspuJ.L 
WDJJllR, Ogilbtt, 
WM.4lliJuJ 
'D~. 'Daa 'Do,pe 

St.an.din.tJd 
'Ridt. 'D,Luca, 

'BaMullul,S/.ttk -~ 

Tecluw/JJgAJ ~ o/ 
'Tlkk .R1'1W1Lt / 

.:RU-St.o1,, 30IJtba/.t game 'Dilu!.d.oJ,, 

COWJ_ rllU!tpluJ. 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2023 ~ 
Kellv Rine ---~ ., ~__, 

• 
Kelly Rine (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979). Rine has served the conference in countless roles. a I ways working 

for the betterment of the student-athletes of the Ohio Vallev. 
After b>Taduating from West Liberty State College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Physical Education/Driver Educa­

tion. his teaching career started at St. Clairsville High School where he also coached football under the late George 
Strager. After three years at St. C. ( 1985-87). he went onto Ohio University and received his Master of Science degree in 
Physical Education/Athletic Administration while also serving as a graduate assistant football coach for two seasons. 
For the next 11 years (1990-2001 ), Rine wa~ employed at Alexander Local Schools m Albany as teacher. coach, Dean of 
Students and Athletic Director. At Alexander, he co-founded and was chairman of the annual HOOPS Invitational. a om; 
day high school basketball extravaganza held at the Ohio University Convocation Center. 

In 2001, he accepted the Athletic Director pos1t1on at Meadowbrook High School where he remained unul 2006. He 
served a two-year ~tint as the President of the EOIAAA while at Meadowbrook. 

Kelly Rine In the fall of 2006, Rme became the Athletic Director at St. Clairsville. retiring from that position at the end of the 
2018-19 school year. While he was al St. C., the annual OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships were moved to Red 
Devil Stadium, with Rim: serving as the Site Manager. 
He served as President ofSEOIAM. representative 10 the OIAAA Board of Control and co-chaired the OJ AAA State Conference in 1998 for the Southeast 

District. He was a committee member for the 2003 and 2009 State Conferences hosted by the East District. He attained his CAA des1gnauon in 1997. 
He was th.: Southeast District Athletic Administrator of the Year m 1999 and received the same honor in 2012 from the East District. In the spring of 

2003, he received the NIAAA Dis1mgu1shed Service Award presented by the EOIAAA, and the National Federation Citation award i11 2004. He was 
inducted into theOJAMHall ofFame in 2015 and was awarded the OVAC Cal Giffin Track & Field Service Award in 2019. 
Rine has served on the OVAC Exccu11ve Board as the Class 4A representative since 2004; began serving as the OVAC Class l A-2A Golf Director m 

2021 and 1s a member of OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. He also was the Founder1Director of the George Strager Memorial Camp for 25 years ( 1990-
2014) and is also a member of the Wheeling Hall of Fame Committee. 
He is also a football official and sollball umpire, and has worked the OVAC all-star games in both sports. 

Bob Robinson 

Bob Robinson 
Robert 'Bob' Ribonson (Harrisville (WV) High School, Class of 1963 ). Robinson has been ·1he man'' when 11 

comes to supporting the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame since its inception in 2004, serving as the 
presenting sponsor of the event. 

Hts yearly contributions which to date total in exccs~ of $70.000 arc the primary source of funds that enable 
the conference to honor and showcase the individuals who make up its rich history. 

The owner of Robinson Auto Group located at The Highlands (he purchased his first auto dealership in New 
Martinsville, WV in 1974), he also served the OVAC in a coaching role, first as head girls' basketball coach at 
Mount de Chantal Visitation Academy and then for 20 year as an assistant to Penn Kurtz at Wheeling Central. 

Robinson, a supporter of several individual schools within the conference as well, has had a heavy involvement 
with the YMCA of Wheeling, receiving the "Light of the Valley'' award in 2009. 

A graduate of West Virgima University, he is a lifetime member of the WVU Alumni Association and is a 
member of the Mountaineer Athletic Club. He was a 2013 inductee into the West Virginia University John 

Chambers College of Business and Economics Hall of Fame. Robinson also received the OVAC Denny Magruder 
Distinguished Sen,ice Award in 2011. the second such honoree following the award's namesake. 

Bob Dawson 
Robert 'Bob• Dawso11 {East Liverpool High School, Class of 1958 ). Dawson enjoyed tremendous coaching success 

at Wellsville and East Liverpool during a 40-ycar career as a teacher coach;administrator, finishing with an overall 
record of264-98. 

Hts Wellsville teams compiled a 237-60 mark: posted four undefeated seasons: were ranked in the AP poll eight times 
and won three state poll championships. Under his tutelage. Wellsville won three OVAC championships (1975, '76 and 
'77). 1 O sectional titles, three district crowns and one regional championship, appearing in the OHSAA "Final Four" in 
1976 where they lost to eventual state champion Dayton Roth m the state semifinals to fimsh with a sparkling 22-1 record. 

After retiring at Wellsville, became head coach at East Liverpool. Taking over a team which had a 1-20 record, by the 
end of his third and final year, the Potters won 16 games; was state-ranked and won their first sectional title in 18 seasons. 

He was a three-time Ohio Coach of the Year ( 1972, • 74 and 76); was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year 
Award m 1975; received a total of28 Coach of the Year awards: and was a three-time honoree by the Dapper Dan Club 
of the Upper Ohio Valley. 

He served as head coach of the U.S. All-Stars for Sonny Vaccaro ·s 1976 Roundball Classic in Pittsburgh (now Bob Dawson 
known as the McDonald's All-American Game): coached 111 the OHSBCA North-South All-Star Basketball Classic. 

Dawson was a tri-founder of the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic along with Earl Haberfield and Henry ··Hank" La7.asz and the OVAC Basketball 
Referee Aw.ird is named in hi~ honor. 

As an athlete. Dawson was a two-time all-Ohioan at East Liverpool and a three-year starter at Bowling Green State University averaging 6.8 points per 
game for his career. He was team captain as a scmor in 1962 when BGSU was ranked No. 8 in the country: won the MAC championship and played in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

He was previously inducted mto the East Liverpool Athletic Hall of Fame ( I 997). the Wellsville Athletic Hall of Fame (charter class). the District 5 
Basketball Coaches Hall ofFamc (2002) and the Columbiana County Coaches Association Hall of Fame (2023). 



ovAc HALL oF FAME cLAss oF 2023 Is 

Penn Kurtz • 
Penn Kurt: (Medina High School, Class of 1973). He ranks near the top of all-time successful girls· basketball 

coaches m OVAC history, sen ing 28 years as head coach at Wheeling Central after a seven-year stint as an assis­
tant. He retired from coaching follo1,1, ing the 20 l 9-20 season with an impressive career record of 517-257 record. 
The Maroon Knights qualified for an OVAC-record 25 West Virginia State Tournaments by winning sectional 
and regional titles. WCC particip,ued in 10 state championship games under Kurt7, winning three Class A crowns 
(2004, 2008 and 2018) while finishing as the runner-up seven times (1994, 1996, 1998, 2003. 2005, 2012 and 
2015). 
KurtL-coached team \\ on eight OYAC championships ( I 994. 1998, :wos, 2012. 20 l 5. 20 l 7. 2018 and 2020). sec­
ond most in OVAC history behind fellow Hall ofFamer Robert "Bubba" Kapral of St. John Central; and won more 
th.in 500 games. second most m conference history to another I lall of Farner, Stan Blankenship of John \,1arshall. 
Kurtz, a graduate of Ohio University, was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year Award in 2008 and 2018. 

Don Cash 

Penn Kurtz 

Don Cash (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1975). He wore the \\ hist le and zebra stripes for more than four 
decades and was one of the most respected basketball officials in the Ohio Valley during that time. 

A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Appro,ed Basketball Official~ for a whoppmg 41 years 1,1,orkmg 
games in both Ohio and West Virginia - Cash officiated a total of 27 WVSSAC State Tournaments and one 
OIISAA State Tournament during his career and is one of seven OVAC oflicials who worked state title games 
in both states. In addition, Cash drew 32 regional assignments along with countless sectional and district touma 
rnent games. 

He officiated 15 OVAC Championship games and worked the Cancer Research Classic - a premier high school 
basketball sho" case - a total of 13 times. 

Don Cash 

Cash is a 28-year member of the Ohio Valley Board's Executive Committee; spent I 2 years as a training class 
instructor for the board and nine years as a rules interpreter. He's also the creator·admm1strator for the board's 
website. 

The Co-Director with Sue Lewton of the OVAC Phil Lewton Sportsmanship Award. he was named the District 
5 Basketball Coaches Association Official of the Year in 2003 and WVSSAC Boys Official of the Year in 2020. 

In addition to his otliciating, Cash is also a 25-ycar member of the Bridgeport Exempted Village School District's Board of Education including 
serving si:< times as presiden1. He was the 2014 OSBA Outstanding Board Member for the Southeast Region. 

He's the Executive Director of the Bridgeport Educational Assistance Foundation which has provided Bridgeport students more than $800.000 
in scholarships as well as various fonns of financial assistance to the district. lie also served as Co-Director of the Bridgeport Alumni Phil Nickro 
Golf Classic for 24 years and is a 20-year member of the Bddgeport Alumni Board of Trustees. 

Dick Reasbeck 
Dkk Reasbeck (St. John Central, Class of 1959). I le was a sharp-shooting Irish guard who earned first team. five­

player All-Ohio largest Class AA as a senior. Also a first team All-OVAC Class AA and All-Eastern District selec­
tion who scored 501 points for a 27.1 per game average. he played in the annual Ohio North-South All-Star Game. 

As a junior. he sported a 18. 9 point 11ont1 and earned first team All-Eastern District and honorable mention 
All-Ohio. 

He also was a three-year regular in baseball and played football two seasons. 
The basketball sharp-shooter earned a scholarship to Ohio State where he was a three-year letterman on 

nationally-ranked teams after competing on the freshman team while the varsity squad - led by Jerry Lucas and 
John Havlicek - won the NC AA crown. 

In his sophomore year, the Buckeyes went unbeaten in regular season (27-1 overall) and finished as NCAA 
runner-up to Cincinnati. lie averaged 3.1 points. 

As a junior, the Buckeyes (26-2) again finished as NCAA runner-up to Cincinnati, with Rcasbcck averaging 
8.2 points in a sixth man role. 

He was a senior regular as the Buckeyes finished with a 20-4 record. Reasbeck averaged 15.1 points a game 
and was accorded second team All-Big Ten Conference. He scored a high 32 points vs. Purdue. 

Dick Reasbeck 

After college, Rcasbeck signed in 1963 with the baseball Los Angeles Angels and pitched two seasons for the Class AA minor league San Jose 
team. 

() (t I (t ' (t (0 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2023 
Mike Tomasovich 

Mike Tomasorich (Weir High, Class of 1959). He was a highly-honored, 6-foot-4, 205-pound nine-letter athlete who 
earned five all-state honors while helping the Red Riders win state titles in football and baseball and also earning all-state 
tournament in basketball. 

In football, he was a junior starter at quarterback on an 11-0 record team that won the OVAC largest Class AAA title and 
the W. Va Class AAA crown with a 19-12 finals win over Fainnont Senior at Wheeling Island Stadium. As a senior, he 
started at end and defensive back on a 9-1 record team which repeated as OVAC champ and had a 21-game winning streak 
ended in the regular season finale by eventual state titlist Parkersbw-g. He earned first team All-State and AII-OVAC at end. 

In basketball, the senior led the Red Riders to sectional and regional titles to qualify for the state event where he earned 
all-tourney honors. He also was a first team AII-OVAC Class AAA pick and selected all-class "Big" All-State third team. As 
a junior, he helped Weir to a 21-4 record and sectional crown. 

In baseball, he was a three-time one-class, all-state honoree at pitcher. As a senior, Weir won the state title with a 16-2 
record and a 6-2 state tournament title win over state power East Bank. He batted .400 with a 7-1 mound record. As a junior, 
he earned second team all-state as a pitcher. As a sophomore, he was first team all-state with a 6-1 record while batting .350 
with three homers. His only mound loss was a 2-1, 8-inning state tourney loss to Martinsbw-g as he struck out 13 batters. 

Al Salvadori 

Mike Tomasovich 

Al Sa/vadori (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1963). The 6-foot-8 basketball pivot ranks among the 
best 'big men' in OVAC history and was the most honored player and top scorer/rebounder for the unbeaten 
(23-0) 1963 Maroon Knight team regarded as the best in school history. 

As a senior, he earned 1st Team all-class "Big" All-State, !st Team Catholic All-State, 1st Team All-OVAC 
Class AAA, All-City and All-Catholic Class AA Tournament while averaging 18.6 points and double digit 
rebounds. He also was accorded Catholic schools All-America honors while Central was ranked one of the Top 
10 Catholic teams nationally. 

He led the Knights to back-to-back W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships, an OVAC largest Class AAA 
title as a senior and the overall No. 1 state regular season poll ranking by United Press International, the only 
state non-SSAC member to be ranked No. I. The No. 2 ranked team was a Ron Williams-led Weir team which 
won the SSAC Class AAA title after two regular season losses to Central . 

..___. ______ ...,_._. As a junior, Salvadori led the Knights to the state Catholic Tournament Class AA title while earning all-
Al Salvadori tourney, 2nd Team All-City and honorable mention all-class "Big" All-State. 

A college D-1 recruit, he accepted a grant to the University of South Carolina where he played on the freshman 
team before lettering and starting, three seasons on the varsity. He was selected All-Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament as a senior. He scored 
773 points in 69 games and led the Gamecocks in rebounding. 

Salvadori was drafted by two professional leagues, including the Baltimore franchise in the NBA, but opted to play two seasons with Oakland 
of the American Basketball League. 

He was previously inducted into the Wheeling Central Hall of Fame. 

Ted Tomasovich 
Ted Tomasovich (Weir High School, Class of 1964). He was a three-sport, three-year regular in football, 

basketball and baseball on top-record teams who became a Hall of Farner and two-sport, three-year regular at 
Georgia Tech and later a two-year professional baseball player. 

In football, Tomasovich quarterbacked three Red Rider teams including a 10-1 record state Class AAA cham­
pionship team as a sophomore and an 8-2 record team as a senior. Career-wise, he passed for 1,407 yards and 
17 TDs for a run-oriented offense. 

In basketball, the 6-foot-3 forward started on three Red Rider teams which became the only OVAC largest 
class school to advance to three straight state title games. He earned all-state tournament twice as a junior and 
senior as well as AII-OVAC and All-State mention. Playing with charter OVAC Hall of Farner Ron (Fritz) 
Williams, the Red Riders ended 25-1 in 1962 with an OVAC Class AAA title and overall No. 1 state regular 
season poll ranking before ending state runner-up. A year later, Weir won the state Class AAA crown with a 
19-5 record as Tomasovich earned AII-OVAC and third team all-class "Big" All-State honors. As a senior, the 
Red Riders ended runner-up in the state 3-A tournament and he earned All-OVAC and honorable mention, all­
class "Big" All-State. Tomasovich averaged double figures in points and rebounds for his career while Weir had 
a 62-8 record. 

In baseball, the pitcher-outfielder was an all-class All-State honorable mention choice as a senior. 

Ted Tomasovich 

The Weir High Wall of Farner received an athletic scholarship to Georgia Tech and became a two-sport, three-year regular in basketball and 
baseball. He played 76 basketball games with a career point average of 12.7 including 15 points per game as a senior. He was a pitcher, first base­
man and outfielder in baseball and earned NCAA All-District as a senior when he baned .381 with five home runs and 38 RBI --all team bests. 
Career-wise, he started 48 games with a .366 batting average and 5-4 record on the mound. He set a Tech career pitching record by allowing the 
fewest hits (54) with over 100 innings pitched. He was elected to the Georgia Tech Sports Hall of Fame in 1986. 

Tomasovich was drafted twice by major league baseball. The San Diego Padres picked him in 1968 before the Cincinnati Reds selected him in 
1969. He signed with the Reds and played two minor league seasons. He passed away in 2020 in Southern California. 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2023 
Steve Doe 

Steve Doe (Warwood High School, Class of 1976). Doc was a three-sport star as well as a standout in the classroom during 
his Viking prep career. The 6-3, 215-pounder excelled in football, wrestling and track. 
On the gridiron, Doc was a two-way starting tackle for three seasons. As a senior, he was accorded All-City, All-Valley, 

AII-OVAC and All-State first-team laurels. 
He participated in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Doc was also awarded the prestigious "Chuck 

Howley Award" as Warwood High's top student-athlete. 
His gridiron exploits earned him a scholarship to Ohio University. In Athens, Doe earned three letters and started two 

seasons at middle guard. He also earned a bachelor·s degree with honors in industrial technoloi,,y. 
In wrestling at Warwood, Doe competed for three years in the unlimited heavyweight classification for Coach Eric Carder. 

He placed fifth in the OVAC Tournament as a senior, helping the Vikings capture the overall all-class conference champion­
ship. He went on to pocket the West Virginia state championship. 

Doc was also a gifted weight man for the Vikings' track team. He enjoyed a sparkling senior campaign, establishing a West 
Virginia prep record in the discus en route to winning the state meet championship. He also placed fifth in the state meet shot 
put event and his efforts helped propel the Vikings to the state team title. 

Lance LaFollette 

Steve Doe 

lance laFollette (Woodsfield High School, Class of 1979). Lafollette ended his Redskin football career for 
legendary coach Jay Circosta as one of the premier wide receivers in OVAC history. 

When he completed his Woodsfield grid career, the prolific wideout established Ohio Valley records for receiv­
ing yards in a season (886 yards) and touchdown catches in a season (13). He still remains as the Woodsfield; 
Monroe Central leader in receiving yards. 

Lafollette was a first-team All-Ohio honoree as a senior 10 go along with first-team AII-OVAC, AlltPVC and 
All-Eastern District laurels. He was also tabbed PVC Lineman of the Year. 

The glue-fingered receiver was also first-team All-OVAC and AH-Eastern District as a junior. 
After picking up his Woodsfield High diploma, Lafollette took his grid skills to West Liberty, where he again 

. sparkled as a receiver. 
• Playing under two different head coaches (John Westenhaver and Larry Shank), he landed many passes and 

many honors. 
Lance LaFollette Lafollette established Hilltopper records for receptions in a game (12) and in a season (58). Both marks have 

since been broken. He was a three-time All-WVC honoree and, in 1981, he was tabbed as West Liberty's MVP. 
That same season, he was accorded NAIA All-American honors. 

The fonner Redskins standout was honored twice ( I 979 & 1984) by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 
In addition to his outstanding football career at Woodsfield, Lafollette enjoyed success in hoops and on the diamond. 
He was a two-year starter in basketball and a double-digit scorer, earning All-PVC honors. 
In baseball for the Redskins, Lafollette was four-year starter as a middle infielder, initially as a second baseman then moving to shortstop for 

Circosta. He baned over .400 as the team·s lcadoffhitter as a senior. 
Lafollettc's senior year was steeped in championships as Woodsfield captured PVC crowns in football, basketball and baseball that year, a feat 

that no other school had ever accomplished. 

Tim McCrate 
Tim McCrate (Barnesville High School, Class of 1989). Be it in high school or on the Division I collegiate 

level, McCrate was a champion. 
For the Shamrocks, he was the OHS AA Class AA state champion in the I I 0-meter high hurdles in the sizzling 

time of 14.18 He was also the Bellaire Relays kingpin (besting Wheeling Park great Anthony Reed) and also 
the gold medalist in the OVAC championships. 

As a junior, McCrate made his presence felt in the state meet. He was runner-up in the high hurdles and third 
in the 300 hurdles. As a sophomore, McCrate placed fourth in the state high hurdles. 

His great prep success earned McCrate a scholarship to The Ohio State University, where he again tasted 
championship success. 

As a Buckeye senior, McCrate captured the Big Ten 110-meter high hurdles outdoor crown. That coveted title 
came on the heels of a second-place finish in the Big Ten indoor championships. 

His senior campaign was the icing on the cake of a sparkling Buckeye track career. Mccrate placed in both .,_ _________ __, 
Big Ten championship meets as a sophomore and junior. Tim Mccrate 

McCrate was no one-sport wonder. He also excelled on the gridiron for the Shamrocks on both sides of the ball. 
He was a big-play wide receiver as well as defensive back, earning special mention All-Ohio honors as a senior as well as first-team All-Eastern 
District laurels. He was a special mention All-Valley Big School honoree as well as honorable mention AII-OVAC. 

McCrate- currently the athletic director at Dover High School - is also an enshrined in the Eastern District Cross Country & Track Hall of Fame. 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2023 
Shawn Strauehn 

Shawn Straughn (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1986). Straughn became a fixture in the Bishops' 
starting lineups in both football and basketball as a sophomore. He blossomed into a star in both sports during the 
ensuing three years. 

On the gridiron, Straughn was a three-year regular at safety and a two-year starter at quarterback. He intercepted 
six passes from his secondary post as a junior and five more as a senior, a season in which he made 35 solo tackles 
and assisted on 28 others. 

Straughn was accorded first-team All-State and All-Valley honors at safety as a senior. He was a two-time first 
team AII-OVAC selection on the gridiron. 

That same season, Straughn also enjoyed a prolific campaign as the Bishops' quarterback. He passed for more 
than 1,000 yards while also rushing for seven touchdowns. He was also a superb punter. 
Straughn was even more of a force in basketball, earning a starting spot at center as a sophomore. 
The athletic post averaged 18.5 points and 11. 7 rebounds for his career, and the Bishops posted an impressive 

~'!!:.J¼. 
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56-15 record during those three years. Shawn Straughn 
As a junior, Straughn helped carry Donahue to a banner 23-3 mark en route to capturing the West Virginia Class 

A championship. He was named to the All-Tournament Team. During that season, Straughn averaged 20 points and 
11.3 rebounds a game and he was rewarded by being tabbed first-team All-Valley and second-team All-State. 
As a senior, Straughn averaged 23.3 points and 14.1 rebounds a contest Those numbers gained him first-team All-State honors whi le being named 

captain of the All-Valley Small School squad. The multi-talented Bishop was also nominated for the prestigious McDonald's All-American Team. 
The two-time All-OVAC selection finished his prep career with 1,246 points. 

Jessica Hines 
Jessica Hines (Barnesville High School, Class of l 998) -- This former Shamrock was a scorer. A prolific scorer, 
actually, during her prep days. 

Hines torched opposing defenses for four years in Barnesville, accumulating a school-record 1,897 points. She 
averaged 27.9 points a game as a senior and during her junior season in which the Shamrocks advanced to the 
Division Ill regional tournament, Hines pumped in 27 points a night and finished with 661 points for the season, 
which is still the Barnesville record. She put forth a single-game high of 45 points against Buckeye Trail. 

Hines did more than just score the ball, however. She also yanked down 502 career rebounds. 
Hines' production wasn't hollow by any means. During her career, she and the Shamrocks posted a record of 

61-28 and won the district championship in 1997. 
Because of her lofty numbers and success. Hines earned a myriad of post-season accolades during her career. 

She was named First Team All-Ohio as a junior and senior and was a finalist for Ohio's Ms. Basketball award. 
L&-------~-----' On top of the state level accolades, she earned All-Eastern District, AII-OVAC, All-District 12 and captained 

Jessica Hines the All-Valley team multiple times. She was also the District 12 Player of the Year. She took part in the Ohio 
North-South All-Star Game as well as the OVAC All-Star Game. 

Hines wasn't limited to the basketball court. She was a four-year letter winner on both the cross country and softball teams and as a senior the 
Shamrocks won the Division III state cross country title. 

Hines attended Coffeyville Community College in Kansas after her high-school career concluded. She started for two seasons there before return­
ing to the Ohio Valley to play for Ohio University Eastern where she averaged 22.5 points and 4.8 assists a game. She helped guide the Panthers 
to a conference championship when she scored 32 points in the title game. 

This marks the second hall of fame for which Hines has been selected. She was inducted to the District 12 Hall of Fame in 2015. 

Fred Rav 
' 

Fred Ray (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1999) -- Whether it was on the football field or the track, this 
Purple Rider put forth a prep career to remember. 

In football, Ray was a two-year starter at quarterback and guided the Purple Riders to one of their finest sea­
sons in 1998, which culminated with a l0-0 regular season, a No. 2 ranking in the Division IV Associated Press 
Poll and the school's first trip to the OHSAA playoffs. 

Ray was an effective runner and passer and his prowess earned him First Team All-Ohio, All-Eastern District, All­
OVAC and All-Valley. He was also the starting quarterback in 1997 and helped guide the Riders to an 8-2 record. 

On the track, Ray excelled in the jumping events as well as in the sprints. He was an OVAC champion in the long 
jump with a mark of 21-5 and as a junior he ran a key leg on the Purple Riders' 4x 100-meter relay team that finished 
as All-Ohio by placing sixth in the Division II state meet with a sizzling time of 43.87. As a senior, he was a part 
of the 400-meter relay team that set the MFHS school record at 43.20. Ray was also a standout in the high jump. 

As a basketball player, Ray averaged 10 points and nine rebounds per game. 
After his prep career, Ray went to Ohio University to play football where he was a four-year player for the Bobcats. Fred Ray 

He finished his career with 1,607 yards and 10 touchdown passing as well as 949 yards and 18 touchdowns rushing. 
Ray played professionally for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the Indoor Footbal I League and then played for the Huntington Hammers of the 

Ultimate Indoor Football League, but eventually traded his uniform for a headset and became the team's offensive coordinator. 
Following that stint, he began a high school coaching career which has made stops at Fairview High School in Kentucky, Bidwell River Valley 

in southern Ohio and he's spent the last several seasons as the head coach at Bridgeport. 



$ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2023 * 
Jennie Castle ,.-_ ....... _~ 

Jen11ie Castle (Barnesville High Sd 1ool, Class of2001) This fonner Shamrock is one of the most decorated 
middle-di~tance mnners the Ohio Valley has ever produced. 
Castle got it done, on the track. primarily 111 the 800-meter run where she 1,1,on the 2001 state championship in 

,, hat was then a state-record time of 2: 12.05. 
Prior to arrh ing at the state meet. as a senior. Castle had put together a resume that v.as basically second to none. 

She v.on four consecutive regional championship~ in the 800 and had placed three times in the state meet at the 
distance. She was fifih as a freshman and sophomore before winning the bronze as a junior. 

In total, Castle was a six-time All-Ohioan on the track. She was also part of two 4x800 teams that ~cored in the state. 
She won IO Eastern District titles and a like number of OVAC championships. At the conference meet, to help the 

team to score more points, Castle was also asked to demonstrate her versatility. That"s proven by the fact that when 
she graduated she held a conference record in six C\ cnts. 
While Castle excelled in the middle distance on the track. she also certainly h.id the abihty to run long distance as Jennie Castle 

she demonstrated during the fall for the Shamrocks' cross country team. 
Castle was an All-Ohioan as a freshman in cross country, placing eighth. She was the first Shamrock finisher at the 1997 Division Ill state meet 

and led them to the team championship. She was the district champion in cross country as a sophomore and a four-time All-OVAC performer. 
Along with the state championship. the Shamrocks won four consecutive OVAC team titles during her cross country career. 

Castle continued her track career at the University of Akron where she ran personal-best times of2:06.91 and 4:23.26 in the 800 and 1500, respectively. 
She was a Mid-American Conference Outdoor champion in 2005 in the 1500 and qualified for the NCAA National Meet. She placed in the MAC 
meet - either indoor or outdoor - six times and wa~ second-team All-MAC four other times. She also earned Academic All-MAC and A 11-Amencan 
accolades. Castle ran profcss1onally for the Atlanta Track Club. 

Koe] Davia 

Koe/ Davia 
Koe/ Davia (Union Local High School, Class of 2004) 
history by pulling off one of the rarest feats possible. 

This fomler Jet etched his name into Ohio wrestling 

Davia had his hand raised after a state championship match three times. which has only been done by 68 other 
grapplers in Buckeye State history. 

During the 2002 season. Davia, who hadn't qualified for the state meet as a freshman. reached the champion­
ship match and earned his first gold in 59 seconds with a first-period pin. 

Davia claimed the OVAC title in 2003 before embarking on his post-season journey, which saw him arrive back in 
Columbus with a chance to defend his title. He did so v.·ith a 4-1 victory over Harrison Central's Tony Carrothers. 

As a scmor. Davia was denied in the OVAC title match bv OVAC Hall ofFamer and eventual Division II state 
champion Adam Hoppel in one of the best matches contcsicd in conference tournament history. 

However. D.iv1a, competing m Division Ill in the po~tseason, didn't dwell on that match. He capped his bril­
liant career with a 4-2 victory in the state final and put the finishing touches on a 49-2 season. 

Davia finished his prep career with an imprcssi\e 167-27 career record, which at the time of his graduation was 
the eighth most in OhJO history. Of his total victories, an astounding 101 came via the pin. which at the time was 

the eighth most in Ohio history. Davi.i was named the 2004 Eastern District and Ohio OVAC Wrestler of the Year. 
After being ranked the 99th-bcst recruit in America, Davia continued his wrestling career at Division I Edinboro University. He competed there for two seasons. 
Along with hi~ u,ork on the wrestling m.it, Davia wa~ a multi-year lenennan in football as a lineman. 
He was also a standout in the throwing circles for the Jets· track team. He had o\\ncd the school discus record until it was broken in 2022. 

Justin Fox 
Justin Fox (Magnolia High School, Class of 2011 ) lt d1dn 't matter if it was on the football or baseball field, 

this Conner Blue Eagle just got it done with regularity. 
Fox is the winningcst quarterback in West Virginia and Ohio Valley hbtory and earned upwards of 18 post-season 

accolades m football and baseba ll combined. 
In football, Fox played a myriad of positions. but it was at quarterback where he made his presence felt the most. 

During his senior season, he led the Blue Eagles to their first state championship since 1964 with a perfect 14-0 
record and captured the Kennedy Award as the state of West Virginia ·s premier prep player. 

As a senior, r·ox completed 149 of 23 I passes for 2,474 yards and 29 touchdowns. I le ran for nine additional 
touchdowns and kicked an astounding 71 PATs. I le broke the school record for career passing yards. 

He earned First Team All State in each of his final three years of high school at three different posit10ns. He \\as 
honored as a quarterback as a senior, defensive back as a junior and punter as a sophomore. He was thrice named 
to the All-OVAC squad as well as All-Valley Big School and was named the Ohio Valley HS Football Player of Justin Fox 
the Year bv WfOV-9. 

On the baseball field. Fox earned All-State First Team twice, including the captain of the Class AA team as a 
pitcher. I-le was also listed as a pitcher after his junior season and as a utility player following his sophomore campaign I le was named All-OVAC 
three Limes as well as All-Valley. He guided the Blue l:.agles to the OVAC Class 3A title in 2009. 

It was baseball that fox pursued at the collegiate level. He opted to continue his career at West Virginia University where he started 92 games in his Mountaineer 
career and appeared in 131. He ranked third on the team, as a senior, with a .273 batting average. He earned four letters during his time in Morgantown. 

Fox had a bnefprofcss10nal career. playing two years 111 the Frontier League with Washington, Pa. and Rockford. 111. 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2023 $ · 
MaxNo~av · 

M,u: Nogay (Madonna High School. Class of 20 I 0) - It didn ·t matter what or where this former Blue Don 
standout played, he did a lot of winning. 

Nogay is one of the rare athletes who won multiple team and individual state championships during his prep 
career as he earned multiple letters and accolades in football. wrestling and baseball. 

In football. Nogay played quarterback for the Blue Dons and led the team to a 21-0 record in that stretch. includ­
ing a perfect 14-0 season in 2009 which was capped with a Class A state championship. He passed and ran for 
more than 1,000 yards in that season. 
For his efforts, Nogay was named First Team All-State as a defensive back and was named captain of the unit. He 

was second-team All-State as a junior and honorable mention following his sophomore season. He was .ilso named 
All-OVAC and All-Valley twice. After his senior season. he was named a pn:p All-American by Max Preps. 
That football season set the tone for the wrestling season where Nogay became Madonna·s first OVAC Champion 

at 171 pounds that season. He followed that up by claiming his second state championship. He won the 160-pound 
title as a junior. He was a four-time state placer and was also named the OVAC/West Virginia Wrestler of the Year. Max Nogay 
A pitcher and shortstop, Nogay was just as impressive on the baseball diamond. He led the Blue Dons to their first 

state title in 20 I 0, which followed up their first appearance in the state tournament a season prior. Three times, 
Nogay was named First Team All-State as an infielder and twice was a captain. He was named All-OVAC three times and twice All-Valley. 

Despite his football and wrestling prowess, it was baseball and the chance to play at West Virginia that won out for Nogay. He matriculated to 
Morgantown and lettered three times as a catcher and designated hitter. He started 52 games and hit five career home runs, including a grand 
slam. I le also posted a .991 fielding percentage in 2012, committing nary an error in 156 chances. He earned both All-Big Easl and All-Big 12 
accolades for his work in the classroom. 

He is currently an assistant United States Attorney for the Northern District of West Virginia and is Environmental Justice Coordinator in Wheel­
ing. 

TheOVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates 

Todd Fullerton 
as the Denny Magruder Distinguished Service Award recipient for 2023 

Todd Fullerton has dedicated his life to the health and well-being of countless local individuals, and for his involvement with 
athletics and the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, he has been named the 2023 recipient of the Denny Magruder Distinguished 
Service award by the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. 
A 1971 graduate of Martins Ferry High School. he started his career as a student athletic trainer under the late Art ··Bud'' 

Simpson. Ile continued his education as a student trainer at The Ohio State University where he earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in 1975, spending summers working for the Pittsburg Pirates organization in Bradenton, Florida. 

He then attended the University of Arizona and obtained a Master's Degree in Sports Medicine and Athletic Training and 
became head athletic trainer for the Association of Tennis Professionals -the top 200 tennis pros in the world - from 1977-79. 

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 1984 and worked at Wheeling Hospital in Cardiac Rehabilitation and Physical Therapy 
and this is where he began his involvement with the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, providing care to athletes, coaches and 
omcials at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. I le also served many years as Athletic Trainer for both West Virginia and Ohio squads participating in 
the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

In 1993. he ren1mcd to school at West Virginia Northern Community College for nursing and worked in various capacities at Wheeling Hospital. 
Ohio Valley Medical Center and East Ohio Regional Hospital, including critical care, emergency/trauma, endovascular and wound care. He was an 
instructor in Ilealth and Physical Education as well as Allied Health Sciences at West Virginia Northern Community College from 1977-2010; was a 
registered nurse at Med Express in Elm Grove from 2012-2018; and returned to OVMC in 2018 as the American Heart Association Training Center 
Coordinator. 
Throughout his career in sports medicine, nursing and education, Fullerton -who resides in Glen Dale (WV)- continued to help coordinate and 

provide medical coverage for the football and wrestling events as well as other OVAC contests. 
\ 

Past winners of the award: 
Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), Carpenters Local #3 

of W/1ee/ing (2012), Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), WesBanco Maintenance 
Stajf (2014), Oltio University Eastern (2015), Oglebay Park/Wheeling 

Park Commission (2016); Mickey Duff} (2017); Ron Miller (2018); Dave 
Schafer (2019); Ohio County Schools (2021); Brooke County Schools (2022) 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2023 

Rich 
Braham 

Mike 
DeVol 

Jedd 
Gyorko 

Cyril 
Letzelter 

Jim 
Presley 

Legends ofOVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ric:h Braham (University High School. Class of 1989). He was a Hawks' football and basketball standout who was honored in the first class of UHS Hall of Fame 
selections. 

In football. the 6-foot-4. 235-poundcr was selected first team Class AA All-Stale defensive lineman as a senior after a second team junior honor at offensive end. He later 
was named MVP of the annual W. Va. North-South All-Star Game. 

In basketball. he was a two-time Class M second team All-State selection. 
A walk-<m who earned a West Virginia U. scholarship. he was named team MVP and earned All-America recognition on Kodak. UPJ and Associated Press teams after 

helping WVU to its second unbeaten ( 11-0) regular season in school history. The All-Big East selection made 37 starts lrom 1990-93 including every game as a senior captain. 
He was inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 2007. 
Picked in the third round of the 1994 NFL Draft by the Arizona Cardinals before trade that season to the Cincinnati Bengals. he played 13 seasons (146 games. including 

142 starts) with the last 98 starts al center after early career al left guard. Injuries forced his retirement. 
Mike De Vol (Caldwell High School. Class of 1967). He served as a head football coach for 38 years at four schools mcludmg three current OVAC members. The 

Glenville Stale graduate had an overall coaching record of267-125-2 including 155-77-2 in two stints at Caldwell Imm 1974-93 and 2008-10 He coached eight seasons at 
Warren Local. five years at Parkersburg South and ended with two seasons (2018-19) at Belpre. 

His teams made eight post-season appearances including live W.Va. Class AAA berths for Parkersburg South, including a 2003 state title and 2002 state runner-up plus 
three post-season berths at Caldwell in Ohio Division VNI. His 2003 South team went 13-1 with a 26-20 stale championship win over Martinsburg. The 2002 South state 
runner-up team went 12-2. 

A multiple Eastern District Coach of the Year, De Vol earlier was inducted into three Halls of Fame - the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. Parkersburg South Football 
Hall of Fame and Caldwell Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Jedd Gyorko (University High School, Class of 2007). He was a six-time Hawk all-staler in baseball and basketball who earned IO All-America baseball honors at West 
Virginia U. before playing eight major league seasons. 

A three-sport prep standout who was inducted in the charter UHS Hall of Fame class of 2018, he was a quarterback-wide receiver in football. a shooting guard in basketball 
and primarily a baseball shortstop. He also played four years of American Legion summer baseball and helped team win two state titles. 

In baseball, he was All-Conference four years and a three-time Class AAA all-stater. twice first team plus second team as a sophomore infielder. 
In basketball. the 5-foot-lO guard earned all-state three 1imes--first team as senior. second team as junior and third team as sophomore. His point averages were 18.5. 17.3 

and 19.0 per game and he set a school career record for 3-poinl goals. 
Al WVU. he was a three-year baseball honoree including Big East Rookie of the Year and Second Team All-American while sening numerous school records. In 2010, he 

won the Brooks Wallace Award as NCAA Best Shortstop and was second round draft choice of the San Diego Padres after his junior year. Jn three years, he set school career 
records for batting average (.404). doubles (73). extra-base hits (113) and tied records for career home nms (35) and season home runs ( 19). He also set four season school 
records. 

A lier three minor league seasons. he played eight years (2013-20) in the majors. mostly as a third base starter for the Padres. St Louis Cardinals. Los Angeles Dodgers and 
Milwaukee Brewers. He balled .245 with I 21 home runs and 370 RBI. 

He served as manager of the minor league West Virginia Black Bears in 2021-22. 
Cyril Let:.elter(Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1925). One ofFerry's most celebrated players in the early era of Purple Rider football. he was regarded as the best 

fullback in the Ohio Valley and also excelled as a defensive back and punter/placekicker. 
During his junior season, he scored I 02 of his team ·s 188 points with 14 touchdowns, three field goals and nine conversions. Team captain as a senior. his all-star accolades 

included captain of the All-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio teams. 
Lctzcller went on lo play football for former Ferry coach Earl Loucks at Carnegie Tech. then a major program, and is the only Ohio Valley native selected 10 an All-Time 

Team at the college now called Carnegie-Mellon University. At Tech, he scored a TD vs. Notre Dame in 1926 at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh in a game regarded as one of the 
all-time major college upsets. He earned All-America honors in 1928 lrom the International Board of Football Coaches during the era of legendary coaches Knute Rockne 
and Glenn (Pop) Warner. 

He also played year for Army at West Point before an age eligibility question was posed. He later served as an assistant coach al Army until 1941. 
Lctzeltcr was inducted into the Manins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016. 
Jim Presley (Brilliant High School. Class or 1960). A three-span. four-year prep standout, the 6-foot-4, 225-pounder is the only Brillian! High athlete to earn first team 

All-Ohio honors in both football and basketball. 
In football. the senior two-way end and fullback earned first team Associated Press All-Ohio Class A as an offensive end. liT1>t team All-Ohio Valley ·small School" as 

an end; first team All-Eastern Ohio. and first Team All-Eastem District. He was also named Jaycees' All-Ohio and Steubenville area Athlete of the Year by the Herald-Star 
newspaper. He was a two-time AII-Eastem Ohio choice. 

Presley helped Brilliant to a second straight 8-1 record season while scoring 15 TDs and 24 conversion runs ( 11 PAT receptions) for 114 points. He led the Ohio Valley in TD 
receptions with a then OV record 13 and in reception yards (992) on 43 receptions. high numbers for that era. On defense. he relllmed a pass interception I 00 yards for a TD. 

In basketball. he was selected first team Associated Press All-Ohio Class A and first team All-Eastern District. As a junior. he eamed honorable mention All-Ohio Class A. 
He ended his career with a school record 1.564 points. including 540 as a senior. and set a single game mark with 46 points vs. Yorkville. 

He also competed as a weight man (shot put and discus) on the track team. 
Presley was recruited by several colleges and signed with West Virginia U., where he competed as a regular end on the fu:shman team. 
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PURPLE RIDER 
BOOSTER CLUB 

PO. Box 395 • Marrins Ferry. OH 43935 

PLATINUM MEMBERS 
Unified Bank 

GOLD MEMBERS 
Hanover Fuel Stop • Best Choice Pool Service 

Total Sports Connection • Totterdale Bros. Supply Co. Inc. 
Wilson Funeral Home • Carolina Furniture 

Deluxe Toy & Novelty • Just Meds Pharmacy 
Economy Auto Sales • American Flag Private Investigations 

Martins Ferry American Legion Post 38 
Martins Ferry Alumni Association• DeFelice Bros. Pizza 

Hot Rod Tattooing & Body Piercing• All State-Linda Brown 
A.D. Property Services • Nu 2 U Flea Market 

Ultimate Signs & Graphics • Milhous Plantation 
Ohio Valley Printing Company • The Village Network 

Suzannes Fashion & Bridal, Prom & Tuxedo 
Main Street Bank • EORH • Belmont Brewerks 

Good Luck Riders! 
from 

Purple Rider Booster Club 
Office-rs 

Dave Maguire, President • Fred Beck, Vice President 
Bobbie Jo Maguire, Treasurer • John Holmes, Secretary 
Meeting every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Marti11S Ferry Rec Center 



Tice Bridgeport Bdueatio11 Assoeiatio11 
eo119,ati.tJates Kel!JJy Ri1111 011 Ais 

oi.tsta11di119 earee, as AtletJetie 'Director /or 
Me Red 1'evitJs. TA11 Bi.l!JJdogs appreeiate 
yoi.r s111Jf8ess dedieatio11 to OAio Vaeley 
sports a11d yoi., IJi/elJ0119 IJoyalJty to our 

Bridgeport /aHtilJy. 



Congratulations Koel Davia! 

SALES AND SERVICE INC. 

38175 Cadiz Piedmont Rd. 
Cadiz, OH 43907 

740-942-3099 
www.djsalesandservice.com 

Y vermeer· (YlKRONE 

CiCHL. ►►► 
MASSEVFERGUSDN ,, ARROWQUIP 

- K/01( ~ 
BUSH HOG® McCORMICK 





Tice Bridgeport Sdueatio11 Assoeiatio11 
eo111iJratutlates 6oaeA Fred Ray 011 a 9reat 

career at tAat seAootl up tAe river. 
We are proud Mat you a,e 110w part o/ ou, 

BuUdo'iJ /a111itly as a eoacA 
a11d a11 educator. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

OVAC HALL OF FAME 

2023 INDUCTEE 

ON BEHALF OF THE SAINTS CLUB. 

SUPPORTING 
,....... ALL 

I REDDEVll 
_,.,~

1 ATHLETES 

I • 



The Brilliant Blue Devil Hall of Fame 
members would like to congratulate 

the Brilliant Blue Devils' greatest athlete 

'Big Jim Presley' 
(Class of 1960) 

on his induction in the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference 'Legends' category 

1st Team All-State 
Basketball 

Aug. 12th, 2023 

1st Team All-State 
Football 

Brilliant Blue Devil Hall of Fame 
107 Steuben Street, Brilliant, OH, 43913 
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DON CASH 
CLASS OF 1975 

BASKETBA~L OFFICIAL FOR l 
41 YEARS, WORKING GAMES1 
IN OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 

J'EO 27 WVSSAC 
ENTS,AND 

HSAASTATE 
MENT. 

HE IS A 28·YEAR MEMBER OF 
THE OHIO VALLEY BOARD'S 
EXECUTIVE CQMMITTEE. 



CON&RltTULltTIONS 

DICK REASBRCK 
ST. JOHN CENTRAL 

& 
TIIEOHIOSTATE. 

BASRETBA).). &KEAT 

' ~ { Hallo1•,, 
, FAME 
~ 

TIIR ST. JOHN CENTRAL 
BOOSTERS 

AU\'ERYPROUD 
OF ~OURACCOMPLISIIMENTSt 



Congratulations to a Blue Don 

great, on and off the field! 

MAX NOGAY 
WEIRTON CONSTRUCTION CO. 

STARVAGGI INDUSTRIES INC. 
- . . ~ ~ . . . . -

READY UIXEO CONCRETE • Ut.1ESTONE • SAND & GRAVEL 

STARVAGGI 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 

SERVING WV • 0 H • PA 
www.starvaggi.cam 

304-748-1400 
FAX 3()4.797•5208 

401 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 
WEIRTON.WV 

L 



TAe BridfJeport Bducatio11 Associatio11 
co11gratueates Do11 6as4, 

a Si/e•So1t1J 8ul!Jldo1J a11d dedicated 
Board o/ Bducatio11 11te11t6er, 

011 a11 i11tpressive officiati11g career. 
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Tiil lllltNl!Yllll ATllllTI( DIPAltTMINT 
AND IOO!Tllt tlUII 
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,om Tlllllt INDUtTION 

INTO TIii OYA( lllll o, ,AMI 

TIM 
M((RATI 
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BARNESVILLE 
SHAMROCKS 



CONGRATULATIONSI 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 

KEll Y RINE 



THE FAMILY OF 

CYRIL JOSEPH LETZELTER 

(MARTIN•s FERRY CLASS OF 1923) 

THANK THE OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE FOR THE 

RECOGNITION OF HIS INDUCTION TO TH£ OVAC HALL OF FAME 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT CYRIL LETZELTER'S AMAZING FOOTBALL JOURNEY FROM THE OHIO 

VALLEY TO SOME OF TH£ BIGGEST COLLEGE FOOTBALL GAMES OF HIS ERA: 

ORDER THE BOOK ABOUT HIS LIFE: 

DREAMING OF HEROES 

AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK ANO E·BO0K ON ALL MAJOR ONLINE BOOKSELLER WEBSITES 



coneratulations to Max Nogay 
on your induction into the 

Ohio Valley Athletic conlerence Ball ol Fame! 

*Class A State Football Champion - 2009 

11 MVP award in the state championship 

game 

* Madonna's first Wrestling OVAC 

! Champion at 171 pounds 
l 

* Two-Time State Champion and a four­

. time state placer 

* OVAC West Virginia Wrestler of the 

Year in 2010 

*State Baseball Championship in 2010 

*Fkst Team All-State as an infielder 
three times and two-time captain 

*Earned All-OVAC three times and All­

Valley twice 

*Prep All-American by MaxPreps 
-;:First Team All-State as a defensive back and 

captain 

*Second-team All-State as a junior and 
Honorable Mention as a sophomore 

*Two-time All-OVAC and All-Valley 

From The 
Madonna FamUJ ..-.,-~ =---11 
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Congratulations 
From 

Martins Ferry City Schools 

Fred Ray-OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

Cyril Letzelter-OVAC 'Legend' 

Todd Fullerton-Magruder Service Award 

Fred Ray 

Cyril Letzelter Todd Fullerton 



Congratulations, Justin Fox! 

MA t/A 
_tJHlf/EA6LE5 

Class of 2011 

Magnolia Athletic Boosters 

Vinyl Lettering, Logos, Signs and Banners 

P.O. Box 252, 40670 Belmont-Bethesda Road, Belmont, Ohio 43718 

740.484.1744 
logoteksigns@gmail.com 

Congratulations 
Koe/ Davia 
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Congratulations 
Koe! Davia 



CITIZENS 
NATIONAIA 
BANK 

Congratulations 

Lance Lafollette 
Woodsfield High School Class of 1979 

OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2023 

143 S. Main St., P.O. Box 230 
Woodsfield, OH 43793 
(740) 472-1696 

27302 Fifth Ave., P.O. Box 230 
Sardis, OH, 43946 
(740) 483-1351 

102 Colonel Dr., P.O. Box 430 
Barnesville, OH 43713 
(740) 425-3870 

209 Broadway St., P.O. Box 187 
Quaker City, OH 43773 
(740) 679-3779 

'(s)' Member 

EQUA:USING FDICI 
OPPORTUNITY 



(BridiJeport 1twn Scfwo{ 
Jfa([ of Pa111£ Inductees 

l 

(J)on Casn 
Cfass of 1975 

<Fret! lR.P,y - 9,l'F.}{S _A.Cum 
<Foot6all Coacli 

.. 

'l(,{(y(Jgne 
Cliusof1979 

%ur Jrie,ufs at City }f.tfvertisers, <BridiJeport, Onio 
qoraie £onasliaw, Steplianie 9,t.entfefson 

(})ave <Jwse antf (})ave 'Tayfor 



Congratulations 

MaxNogay 
from 

Your Co-Workers! 

In addition to being a 
great athlete on the field, 
we are happy your next 

'field' was the law! 

United States Attorney's Office 
Northern District of West Virginia 

2023-2024 marks 
the 81 st year 

of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference! 

The nation's largest functional 
high school athletic conference 
salutes each and every Hall of 
Farner and 'Legend' for their 
role in creating the history of 

the OVAC! 

The Caldwell Athletic Department and Boosters 
Congratulate 

Coach Mike De Vol 
'Legend of the OVAC' 

........................ 



CON&RltTULATIONS 

DON CASH, KETJ.Y RINE tl FRED RAY 

ON YOUR INDUCTION 
lNTO TIIR O\f AC HALL OF FAME 

CLASS OF 2023 

BRID6HPORT ATHJ.ETIC 
BOOSTER CLUB 



CONGRsA TULA TIONS 
O\f AC HALL OF FAMRRS 

FROM 
TH£ WH££L--1N6 CRNJTRAL 

BOOSTRRsS 

AL SALVADOR! PENN KURTZ BOB ROBINSON 



eoN~/t'JlrlltA-rlONS 
PON eASN ON '(Olllt 
OVAe NAt--t-- OF FAMt 

INPllertoN.f 

Titan~ go« for tfte l/1 gear/ of 
oeoicateo 1ervice officiating, 

training ano 111e11tor1ftip in tfte 

0Vf1C 

From the Ohio Valley Board of 
Basketball Officials 





Congratulations 
Justinl 

we are so proud 01 vou! 

Well Deserved! 

Fro11 the entire Fox tamilv 

Megan, Jell, Jill, Zach, Jennie, Kinlev, Rhen and Neil 



to 
Lance LaFollette 
Woodsfield Redskins Class of 1979 

Woodsfield Redskins 
1st Team All Ohio 

All OVAC 
All Eastern District 

PVC Lineman of the Vear 
1979 Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 

West Liberty Hilltoppers 
3 Time All WVC Honoree 
1981 West Liberty MVP 

1981 NAIA All American Honors 
1984 Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 

2002 West Liberty Hall of Fame 

''We Are Proud of You'' 
Monroe Central Sideliners 



Congratulations 
Kelly! 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2023 

Larry 
Michael 

Sue Ellen 
David 

Mary Beth 



~ ConaraCulaClions ~ 
Noel DaYlia 

275-pound 
i-Time Ohio S1a1e Cha111pion 

OYAC champion 

From your 
wery proud family 

Lowe, Dad and your 
number one fan 

from heawen 



~@?~ . ~ 

FRED RAY 
CURRENT HEAD FOOTBALL COACH 

FRED RAY HAS BE!N OUR 
FOOTBAU COACH SINCE 
2019. 

MIS CURRENT RECORD '5 15 
ANOJ4 



On behalf of the Community of Warwood, the coaches, 
teachers, teammates and classmates from Warwood High School 

(1918-1976): Congratulations STEVE DOE 
on your selection to the OVAC HALL OF FAME! 

Viking Pride 
1975-76 Warwood High School coaching staff and administration 

here to honor Steve Doe's OVAC HOF induction: 
Mike Beatty- Head Football Coach/Athletic Director Bill Donohew- Assistant Coach Football/Wrestling 

Tom Lash Assistant Coach Football Ron White- Assistant Coach Football/Head Track Coach 
Ken Cover- Assistant Track Coach Frank Blake- Principal Jim Monderine Assistant Principal 

The Union Local Athletic Department 
Congratulates 

Koel Davia 
Union Local Class of 2004 

on his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2023 



Congratulations 
Fred! 

We are so proud of you! 

Love, The Ray Family 
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Congratulations 
Union Local Jet 

Koel Davia 

From 
Ruthie and Ernie Martin 

y 
('""' 
r-

I 

U> 
-I 
)> 

-I 
m 

congratulatlons 
steveDoe! 
We are so proud of all of 

your achievements and 

beyond grateful to have 
you as a husband, father, 
grandfather, son, and 
brother. Congrats on 

adding OVAC Hall of 
Fame to your career! 

We love you! 

- The Doe Family 
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KELLY RINE 
CLASS OF 1979 

P.RESIDENT OF SEOIAAA 
EPRESENTATIVE TO THE 
OIAAA BOARD OF CONTROL 
AND CO-CHAIRED THE 
OIAAA STATE CONFERENCE 
IN 1998. 

SOUTHEAST DISRICT 
ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE YEAR IN 1999. 

INDUCTED INTO THE OIAAA 
HALL OF FAME AND 
AWARDED 
OVAC CAL GIFFIN TRACK & 
FIELD SERVICE AWARD 
IN 2019 

L. 



OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Dan Abramowicz (Class of2012) 
Pete Abu ls ( Class of 2021) 
Jamie Adams (Class of 2019) 
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Roger Alford (Class of2017) 
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013) 
Zach Amedro (Class of 2016) 
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012) 
Ralph Anastasio (Class of2021) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Kim Augur (Class of2016) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Jodi Bates (Class of2016) 
Ashley Battle (Class of2011) 
Frank Baxter (Class of2010) 
Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (Class of2012) 
Eddie Becker (Class of 2016) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Jami Bendle (Class of2017) 
Jack Berger (Class of2018) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Class of 2015) 
David Bertolino (Class of 2014) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Joe "JoJo' Blaha (Class of2021) 
Stan Blankenship (Class of2016) 
Tom Bloom (Class of 2021) 
Rick Boron (Class of 2011) 
Stan Boroski (Class of2014) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014) 
Jim Brown (Class of 2013) 
Leekycia Brown (Class of2021) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010) 
Bill Brubaker (Class of2014) 
Bob Bruney (Class of 2022) 
Dave Bruney (Class of 2019) 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Dave Caldwell (Class of2017) 
Jim Capito (Class of 2022) 
BurdeU 'Jimmy' Carey (Class of 2012) 
Shelly Carroll (Class of2019) 
Gene Cattane (Class of2007) 
Jay Circosta (Class of2019) 
Dave Cisar (Class of 2022) 
Mark Cisar (Class of2008) 
Willie Clay (Class of 2011) 
Don Clegg (Class of2019) 
Kim Clifford (Class of2021) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011) 
Rick Coles (Class of2014) 
Zach CoUaros (Class of2018) 
James Companion (Class of2014) 

Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
Mike Coyne (Class 02022) 
Scott Coyne (Class of 2019) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013) 
Jim Crosier (Class of2019) 
Andy Cross (Class of 2016) 
Suzie Daller (Class of 2008) 
Chet Daniels (Class of2019) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Nate Davis (Class of2017) 
Georgia Dawson (Class of2018) 
Mike Dawson (Class of2009) 
Larry Deaton (Class of2021) 
C.R. 'Dick' Dei (Class of 2011) 
George Deiderich (Class of2019) 
Dave Delande (Class of2016) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of2010) 
Terry Depew (Class of2022) 
Edmund DiBacco (Class of 2022) 
Bob DiStefano (Class of2019) 
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011) 
Charles 'Red' Donley (Class of2012) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Dr. Dan Doyle (Class of2019) 
Eddie Drummond (Class of2014) 
Larry Duck (Class of 2010) 
D.J. Duke (Class of 2022) 
Clyde Eads (Class of 2015) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Amber Ellison (Class of2012) 
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013) 
Tyler Engle (Class of 2019) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Class of2005) 
David 'Ty' Fleming (Class of2015) 
Don Fleming (Class of 2007) 
Carl Fodor ( Class of 2021) 
Darin Ford (Class of 2022) 
Gene Ford (Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of2004) 
Tom Franckhauser(Class of2017) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of2005) 
Rich 'Hoot' Gibson (Class of 2013) 
Cal Giffin (Class of2006) 
Roy 'Al' Glitch (Class of2019) 

Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Class of2013) 
Bill Gompers (Class of2017) 
Pete Gongola (Class of2019) 
Gordon Gordon (Class of 2014) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Mike Gulan (Class of2019) 
Earl Haberfield (Class of2018) 
Neil Habig (Class of 2016) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Gass of2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010) 
Jay Handlan (Class of2016) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
T.J. Hannig (Class of 2011) 
Jeff Harrison (Class of2017) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Lori Heady (Gass of2002) 
Henry •Hen' Healy (Class of2022) 
William •Catfish' Hearst (Class of2017) 
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008) 
Art Hehr (Class of2012) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
BiU Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Brittany Hocker (Class of2015) 
Roger Holdinsky (Class of 2022) 
Paul Hoover (Class of 2015) 
Adam Hoppel (Class of2108) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of2004) 
John Howell (Class of 2013) 
Kenny Howell (Class of2012 
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff(Class of2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Karrie Hutchins (Class of 2014) 
Jennifer Hyland (Class of2007) 
Mike Ingram (Class of2014) 
Alan Jack (Class of2014) 
Leon Jenkins (Class of 2019 
Bob Jeter (Class of2011) 
Tony Jeter (Class of2021) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Daryl 'Boogie' Johnson (2021) 
Rod Johnson (Class of 2015) 
Chris Jones (Class of 2017) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010) 
Arthur 'Butch' Joseph (Class of2017) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012) 
Rudy Jovicic (Class of2015) 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral (2021) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
George Kellas (Class of 2015) 
Jim Kerr (Class of 2014) 



OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Dick Kerwood (Class of2012) 
Bob Kettlewell (Class of2008) 
John Kirker (Class of 2011) 
Steve Kish Jr. (Class of2018) 
Bob Koch (Class of2016) 
George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007) 
Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Class of 2015) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of2009) 
Terry Leggett (Class of2017) 
Ron Lee (Class of 2018) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Dave Linn (Class of2016) 
Larry Marmie (Class of 2013) 
Denny Magruder (Class of2015) 
Scot Maffe (Class of2017) 
Joe Maroon (Class of2012) 
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011) 
Gary 'Tony' Marvin (2022) 
Teddi Jo Maslowski (Class of2022) 
Ron Mauck (Class of2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of2007) 
Jim McCormick (Class of2011) 
Tim McCoy (Class of2013) 
Curtis McGee (Class 2022) 
Eric McGee (Class of2018) 
Don 'Kip' McLane (2021) 
Mike McLeod (Class of 2015) 
Lance Mehl (Class of2005) 
Craig Miller (Class of2011) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Pat Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of2009) 
Bob Montgomery Class of2018) 
Harry "Moo" Moore (Class of 2013) 
James 'Junior' Moore ( Class of 2014) 
Stephanie Morgan (Class of 2022) 

Jimmy Mountain (Class of 2016) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
Rob Munn (Class of2016) 
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Linda Myers (Class of 2015) 
Jerry Narcisi (Class of2021) 
Rick Nau (Class of 2015) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
John Nese (Class of2016) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 

Rhonda Noble (Class of2013) 
Scott Nolte (Class of2021) 
Don Osby (Class of2018) 
Mike Palmer (Class of2021) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Ed Pastilong (Class of2015) 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Patterson (Class of2019) 
Natalie Perzanowski (Class of2021) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011) 
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013) 
Bob Plotz (Class of2018) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Jim Potts (Class of 2014) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of2004) 
Duane PoweU (Class of2015) 
Matt Powell (Class of 2016) 
Peri Powell (Class of2013) 
Jack Prettyman (Class of2014) 
Robert Pritchard (Class of 2018) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004) 
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of 2013) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Gary RepeUa (Class of 2017) 
Liz Repella (Class of 2019) 
Paul Rickards (Class of2014) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Bob Roe (Class of 2014) 
Blaine Rose (Class of 2013) 
Kyle Rose (Class of2010) 
April Rotilio (Class of 2017) 
Geno Sessi (Class of 2018) 
Larry Shaw (Class of2011) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
KeUy Shields (Class of2018) 
Ron Sismondo (Class of2019) 
John Simonson (Class of2018) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Mike Smith (Class of 2014) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Mike Snively (Class of2017) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
Courtney Snyder (Class of 2022) 
John Sorrenti (Class of2009) 
Roger Sowers (Class of2017) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Gary Sprague (Class of2012) 
Chris Starr (Class of2012) 

Jedidiah Stephen (Class of2013) 
Dan Stephens (Class of2014) 
John Stephenson (Class of2010) 
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008) 
Ross Stoltz (Class of2017) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Seth Staskey (Class of2022) 
Ron Stephens (Class of2018) 
Richard Summers (Class of 2022) 
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Doug Swearingen (Class of2012) 
Jeff Sweitur (Class of2010) 
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015) 
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013) 
Jamie Taylor (Class of2015) 
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Jim Thomas (Class of 20013) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 
Richard 'Dick'Thurnes (Class of2011) 
Dick Tomlinson (Class of2017) 
Bill Tucker (Class of 2018) 
Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 2015) 
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
Dr. Dianna Vargo (2022) 
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013) 
Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016) 
Sharon Vincent (Class of2011) 
Shawn Vincent (Class of2012) 
Keith Vrotsos (Class of2018) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Class of 2010) 
Josh Watson (Class of 2021) 
Alex Welker (Class of 2012) 
Dr. William 'Bill' Welker (2021) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Tom West (Class of2016) 
Ben Wiley (Class of 2016) 
Rich Wilinski (Class of2021) 
Denver Williams (Class of 2012) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Class of2004) 
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006) 
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011) 
Otis Winston (Class of 2009) 
Jim Wood (Class of 2016) 
Jeff Woofter (Class of2022) 
Jim Woofter (Class of 2016) 
Ron White (Class of2018) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008) 
Don Zinni (Class of2013) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovalick covAc 'Family') 

s,~:r:Ji::=: d~,~d~~ ~~~i~~!-~~:~~:f!~\:l~~i~ 0~~'~ 
hcrsh1p Jn numcn)LIS halls or ramc, ini:ludirtg ~ al kcnt Sl.illC Un,vers~r the Oh.Ml 

}~~)~~~~,h~1~~fe~t~;:~ ;fd~ ~~~o ~~lu:~p~I ~ut~c~
1 
U~ny 

Ko-.ahck v.-as $elected as lhc first rcc:ap1<:nt (1976) of the prc:s.tigi0\15 OVAC Wrcsll1ng 
Comm1tlCQ. psn.LJg1ous '"Mr ~al Award:· an honor gm;:n aMuallr lo ;.i.n uxhv1du;d for 
oo.tsl.ilnding conlntNtJons 10 the sp0rt of "'·resthng 

Kon1.hc:lc directed champ1onsh1p lCam-. n football. ba.~ball and wrc.-.ihng al both lhc 
1n1ercollegiatc .tnd mlCrschol~uc lc,·cJs dunng an c:1ormously•succcs1fful :ZS.year 
coaclnng career 

Among lhe ~uhle~s he 1utorcd m high school or college were illl-umc Otuo Valle, greats John Havh(.-ck. 
Ph, and Joe ,'-:1clm>. and Bobb~ Dousla., In ba,•,b-111. Kov,d1ck =ichod lhc ll1lltoppc1> lo lhc 1964 .'-AIA 
baseball championstup. Ulc onlr natJ.onal title C\."C? captured by the ~hool. He also mid West \11rg1ma 

lnle~i~: :,~tt~n~~ ~~f=c:t~m~:1rJ~~ ~~ ab~~ 1w~,~~~ ff::~~-~lt~F;1~ ~~~rt 
grapple~ won the fil'St sc\·en conrcrcncc champ,onsrups. Jn 1959, Koval1ck•~ Bulldogs made htsLOI')' b\ 
6ccoming the fl~t school out"ldc the Cleveland .uca since 1942 to ~-1n art Oh1osla1C ~trcslhng tJtl-c smccl94~ 
to wm an Ohto ;'>\ate"' rc.,Umg, mJc ~in«. He ~heel ~x indiv1duaJ $Lale ckam?.on~. 

Ko\alu.:k.i."i uthcr OVAC 1..~hmg stcv., ..-.·c~ al MoumJs,·11lc. Bclhu~ anJ Weir high ~ttouls. His 1m 
Weir High football lcam was a stale runner-up, losmg IO Ea.,t Bank m thc: Class AAA stale final He rcllm1 

!m~ ~~h8'~~~ 1et:11~~J'C~~r'o~~;:;utc~rtt:J :;!c!~~~~h~~~~: =1~:~=nsh1p 
eYcnl. 

Along v.1th his great coochmg ~-ledge, Kou!J..;k was also rccogml.Cd as a marvelous compcu1or. 
mellculou."' orsa.nucr and a man "'1th ;a.n cnonnOU."I. Clf'-'(1 ly for \.Y(lrk. 

Cal Pokas (~cdia) 

cuf:s~~J:~:~~,~ ~tt2r:;~3~ei~1~n~=~r ~~~~«~~:;~ 
per~~-

1
:-~: t;J ,~s2~. was cmplo)·od ·or 40 ~ a1 The Ttmes Ltad~r. mcludtng 

29 memorable )CU'> for Ohm Valle\' sports fans as l~ ~rts editor He also was assistant 
i.p;,rt~ editor. a counhoose and pohti.C3l rcp:Jrtc::r i1nd Martin.to Fem· City Ed11or fa·cn after 
ti,~ m1~rncn1, Cal c:onL1t11.1t:d to con1ribu1e lO I\ s 11cw-q,ap;:r'!,; spr:in,. pages \I.1th hi" -.cc~• 
1,- •·Eve on 1tte Buck.\" column abt1u1 Ohio Suu: football. Pokas al~ pcrson.1.11-.· saw to , 1 
Lh.al man, of Ule so-caJlc:d min\lf Sfk)rl~ !luch ~ crus'i<t>untr. tr.tek anJ \oUC\ball. ~. 
ra.,:.hcd Lhcir share of w-.cr.1gc in hi~ ncws~pcr. • • mg§J 

Pofats was d~pl) in•.<n:stcd in the OVAC 1hrough<l<ll hi• career and he dcvo1«i much 
or hiS_$p:uC umc 10 SCf\.1ng on commiuccs for the Rud) Mum!cy Chan1y Foot.ball All~Sw Cla.sstc. along ._...;th 
~mp1I ng s1ant1;1ngs for thcfoo1ball and baskc1ball championslupraccs. ffealsoscn,·o:f ona mcd1arclauonscom• 
mJll~ ,or lh.c b1-s(a.lC league. 

Pob.,; had .a 1crm a."'i pl"CS1.dcn1 or Lhc Ohio Prep S~ Wr'LCrsAssociallon, and wa."'i axnm1~"iimcr of the Ohio 
V.sllev Baseball League for 23 vcar.:.. I ti,. intcrcM..i; m the oommunit> went ~ond thc \l.ortd of sp.1n.~ :1.(, Pol.a.(, 
~ocii on an advi'-01)' bc.'Wd fo( lhc ~hation Armv; wa.-. Belmont Count,· Chairman <1f the Muftiplc Sclcm,,.is 
As!C..w..ialu.m: and nucu a !i!Cat on the Martins M!fl) C1, 11 ScMc.:c Comm1s.,ion for 32 ,·ca~ unlll h1~ d~lh 

Pob..<ri' honors wt:rc numerous. Jn I 9t50 be was prcscntat a Communll~ Scr,,1CC Award bv linilCd ~, 
tnternalionaJ. Tb~Ofuo Prep Sports Wn1crsAswcia1ionnamcd him S~ Wrile'r oflhc Year in ltf76 and hc-.as 

gn~a ;:1~r;1~00IO ~~ ;~~~ f$~~~~~~':/lhJ~oatlJ~!n'{~f~h:t~•1d ~d ~~~ cx:=a~::Ct':i 
of r3111e. He aJso rccem:d s.;r.·icc aw:1rd'i rmm 1he Ohio Va.Ile, Golf Coochc:s ~iation. the OVAC. Otuo 
Valle)' 11lOl.baJi Coocttcs Association; Ohio Ba.iitbal Hall of Fani.e; and he was honored to be prc!oenled lhc fim 

;/:"~"/:'~~~ ;;~'; cfvi~W:11i~;ro1.~~:.,~~ ~~n~:~~l~j
1~!Aa~i1!:":ti,;~~~;~t w1; 

or fai:nc. He "'a.'i named as the Honuroll) Rcf<:ttx! fol'thc i~hng ?&I. Tr-.ick Cla.~1c bocau.sc uf oonlnbutiuns 
lo Ohlll Valle> )OUth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches} 

}ilff Foti ,on.\ a b.1.'ikctball coach for 3M years and a hcaJ footba!I menLOr foe ~ 
~w,'i. He already has been indu1.·tc:d into I.he City o( Wheeling. W~I Vlrginia S-port, 
WrilCr!.Associauon Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and Jol,n Cumll C:nH-ers11y'!I 
H:,lhofFame. 

MJU.a nati\·c of famcsio-.n, ":'-:..Y .. came lo the arc-;,, in l942aftcr ha\·lng coached: at 
Eric (P"..L) Prep. He c(.11Chc:d basketball al W.trv.·ootJ, Whcchng Centr.il Clllhohc; ~ml 
Bellaire. Overall. Foti posted 466 varsll)' basketball ,·1C10rics. all but ~6 coming. al 

~~t~ ~::r~~ :~~J~ ~~~nl·~ths~~"ii~~~ ~f~tt::rir:t!~I~~= . 
coach and the la.~t M:aSOn before I~ Ohio Coun1y conSt,_hdallon. A:.u 's Vikinss 
ad"·•nccd LO 1hc slalC loumamcnt M:mtfinals bcfoo: bci11:g d1minaloo. The 197_5 team pJa)cd in I.he sw.1c 
:.:i1:itf ,\r~ha~·liJ;l,i!;:i n ~: ~::~~~~. UlJC .. "'11nnlng Learns al Whochns Ccntr.tJ and guided hi~ 

In 1943, Foli had a ~3 rooord icam al Central, which losl by a ~ml ""'h1lc pl.iym,s in the Eastern Catholic 
cham~onsh1~ held al ~ewport, R.1. 

Foo·, rootboll c00<h1ng e,111,,:r produccc! anolhcr l:IA v,cu,ncs. ,nc!uding a 90-!0t'.>-3 record at Worwood. 
when: lhc Cla.,s AA 'it:hool wai;: saddled w1thrlaying one uf lhc mO!il L'Ompcllu,·e ~hcdu.lcs jn lhc area. Hi"i 
1943 Wheeling Cen1ral football team wen\~ ;ind &-tined a Scee! Bo\\l bcnh. ~here II losl a. 20-19 1hriller 10 
Rocbct.l.Cr. Pa .. at S1.eubcn\'1Hc .. 

Foll also CO,IChcd scml-profcss1onal l:wketball for lwo years~ he d1rccl.Cd the Wheeling Punlans m 1947 
and '48. 

wc~
11
1=. .. h~D~~;rab~,~~:tt1t~~!nd;~.g~,i d~}"!\~~e~;-~m;:: ~"~~!1~a:n~::~ 

Mc..-Con"1Jlc.Alabama. Pc1c S<:huc11 .• Oiuqucsnc. and ?.t.ul Schucu.. ~orlh""'c'ilcm. Al Wan,.uod he had a rule 

~:~1~!t~1:d~t'i0J~bhM-~(~~-~illK~:~~ (~~l~~as;~):J'~~r~h~~i ?~~;I (WVt;).~
nd 

Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 
SamMrl A. M'111ttl~y (Benwood Union High School) ~f\·ed two I.Cm'I~ - covcnng a 

to1.at or 32 ycaf'!li - a.~ cx.ccuU\c c;o;n:la') or the Oluo Valle} Athlcllc Conference. 
D1,1.nng the \a.'011(,1. term which !.i.stOO until hi,; dca1h in J999, Mumlcy helped rcsucrcct 
the bi-stale league- f mm Lhc bnnk of b.mkruplcy lu ib cun-cnt standi1'g a., one.of the great 
high school confcrcm.-cs m lhc cnlln: counU). 

Some of lhe many lughh¢11s f rorn hls stc,.•nlsh1p ,ncludcd: Helping to c,lablish lhc 
OVAC Found3Uon as a maJor rund-r.using arm ror the conference~ Sccunng -:-:CAA 
ccrt1 rica1lon for lhc Rudf ~umlcr OVAC Cbanl} All-Slat Fool.ball Cla.-.s1c, A 1trac11ng 
major' financial sponsors LO iuppott aH of the OVAC programs. includutg Lhc Banque, or 
Ch.lmp,ons. an :l.\\'ards dinner lh:11 honors more l.han I 000 ~lcacs c:ich spnng and 
pmndcs more than 520,0CJOannuall~ n scholarships; Establ shmg lhc_al1-star baskc1ball game which "'"3S r.ucr 
renamed a. .. lhc Samuel A. Mumlcy OVAC A -Star Ba~kctb.111 Cla.~s1c. 

~umley's rcspnni.c lo.a c.;ilJ of dul)"wcnl hc:.yond the: OVAC a.,; he wa,; one of I.he fo!Jnders r-llhc Wl\ccl1ng 
Super Si" Commiu.cc. ~·h1ch has hO!tlcd the Wc,;,L V irginia staLC charnpion~h,p football game\ a, Whcci'n~ 
1~1ani.1 Stac.lium ~incc 1994. He also hclpc(J MX:urc the West Virgini;ia Male ~-er ch.unpionship; for the'-' '~· 
Fi\'C }'CJ.l"ll aficr his death. the (ruition of anolhcr ooc of hi:- dreams (."ICCUm:d "'hen an artific:iJI gr;.,~ p!.;i, Ing 
surface wa.'i in""i.allcL.1 111 Whcchng. Island SUk:hum 

:iwtJ~~~:~~stti~~n~:~~the~~\i~~~~~aconw;g~~t~~~~~~ge~~-i~~~~~~~rn;~; 
Dan ~n of 1hc year: OV,\C ~1an of 1hc Year; and OJlu.anding Wesl Virginian, 

He was a baskct~I omc1aJ ror 23 }'~r.i an as~ii.lant coach. a~le~c trainer and athlcuc _di~t.or ~t SC"i;-r.i.l 
:irca schools., ~ncludmg C.imeron. The Li.nsly School and St Cla.1rs,·11lc. H<: wa.-. also a. tr.uncr ill his college 
aJm.t. mater. lhe L:nivcn1-ity uf Marydand. along w 'th the Wa."ittington Redskins and Phi adclphia Eagles. 
Mumlc~ ~,-,..t:d on the "-W.lcof Oh1n B~ o!· Eq1,11ty, wa.,; a rncmbc:Tof lhe SL Clairsville Booni ur Education 
and a !,poc1al liaisnn for the Mental RcLardallon Board and School of Hope. 

Bill Van Horne (Medial 

Bill Van llorn, (~fart.in.-. Ferry High School). was lhc dean or OhJo Valley ,;poJ1.~-
~ ritcr.. dunng a lcgcrt&Jar;· ncwspapcreal't'CI' I.hat Sf'tdnnaJ S3 ye.an.. 

Van I lome °"'as 5p0lb editor of ~ 7i,,~.s l.1achr for 25 >-~ .trtd_ lhe Wherlittg 
Nrws,•Rt!!gtsttJr for~ years, dunng ""':hie~ omc. he wa.\ ~m;,.cd b)· tt1s pee~ a"i lhc 
m,~11nromti1l10ni11I and ndlu.colJi!ll wntcr 1n OhJO Valley h1s101)·. 

of ~
1!/~::u~~-~~ ~Ali~l~v~ ~~~~~~~1~t~~~~~~n1 ~t~~~ 

o( wrcslhng\ "~.1r Mal'' Award in 19"77 anJ he ab,o ra."Civcd. the Calvin dimn 
Mcmon;il Track Award. 

His columns. "Van Home on Sports." uocrc miL5tcrpjca chronicles of the lives of 
olh.cr.,;. A g1an11n h1~ field and a rol~ m'-'IC.lcl r<~ a!.pinn.: wn1crs. Van Home wa."i admired 
and rc.;pcclCd for h1~ 1ntcgn1-.·, dochc;ition. faJTnC!l'i, k~·Ccdge and oompas~ion. 

Van Home'J coverase ~and !iUpl)(?n for e-.enls ljkc the Whochng Oi~Lancc R..tcc (nQ\.\, The Ogden 
Xcws~pcrs ~OK Classu:) I.he W~t Virginia Tennis Open and the (n°""· dcfun~l} Wheeling LPGA CJa~o;l~ 
helped those e,·cnts 1-cach prominence in our area. J lis bilckin\al!i<l wa.-.,a factor111 lhc popul;mly cnt~ b) 
~~~~:.!troo!~t~ .... :t!'ff~~9 t!k~ :~s:1'hcclmg hllndcrbmi'i (no~- me Wh«ling • 'ailt'rs). 

na~~dhiC:.~~~r~~ ~!~~~11: ~~=~~cd UV~~ 
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rccc1\·cd the Gene Morehouse Memorial A~anJ for oontribulions in ~port-.wnlii lhroughou1 lhc ~1ou.n1.am 

~t4:Hd! tp;~--oi~:~re"1blldF~tagh,t ~~~H~1
8
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F~m,c ~nd the Whc:c:ling•Odi::ba.) Terim'ii Club Hall of Fame. He -.cn·cJ as prts1Jc~l of lhc West V1rg1n1a 
Sports Wntc~ A!osoc1a1Jon and wa.~ a member of the Footbitlt Wt11Cn. of Amcnca. B111 w:i., the nrs1 spon.~. 
wntcr from West V1rg1ma to be clcclcd lo the NJOl.ball WnLCl"li Board of D~m;~. He .;t.Jso scr,,·cd a.,i; uat,c 
chturmari for lhc He•~man Truphy schxu.011 «:OCT1ni1l1Cc. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coaches) 

Richan/ L. ''Dick" Polls rimshrd his career as the Ohio VaJIC) ·s <lll•llmc winningcs1 
ba"'ikclball l.."OraCh w11h 589 UIJ'CCr v1c10ncs. 

JnduclCd mlO 1hc Ohio High School Hall of Fame in •Q83 b) lhc Ohio High School 
Baskclha l CoochcsAssc.-c.:1.1lJon , PotL, coodu:xl-il tol.a.1 of 40 scasoru.ail of which when: 
~pent n Monroe Counl) He began in 19S1 .tl Bclhcl Hlgh Schooi I hs 1957 
Bl.tckh.:lwks c.unc out uf the Monroe Count)' tull<ri J.l wumamenl time and ad,,mccd all 
Lhc WU) lo the Ohio Class A state fin.als where they losl b)· a single point. Al Ou: lime 
the 'S4.:hool tud jllst 13 bo\"s • n grddcs nine through 12 and J.11 bul one uf I.he mate stU· 
dcnl-s was on lhc ba-;kclbaU lCam 

In -sc,.·en yc::1rs al 8etlu:I. hi~ team~ won more than 20 g.lmes five timcr., including Lhe 27-2 m rade IC.am 
thal played in the st.ale loum.amtnl. 

When the school ""·~ Lak.cn inlo Lhc Skyvuc oonsohd;ition af1cr I.he 'SM c.1.mpais,n. Pntts wa.-t named coach 
of the Golden Ha\\k., where he spc:nt lour ~cars before !Thwing on Lo R1,·er I ligh in l9n3. He remained at the 
PIiot\' hclm Ulmugh the 1991 !.Ca.~on. 

The fonncr f lanniba.l High Sch[l(.1( athlete ""as named m 19Kt a~ lhc ~ip1tnl of lhe prc_.;tigiOu'i Oh1n ?.i.u.t 
Walker Award, given ln mcmorl of Jerry Lucas" ~ugh school coach a1 ~vhddlelO\\-n, Ohio WaJkcr was the 
Buckeye Swe's all,ume winnlngcs1 coach. 

The nav} ,·ctc:r.in, Potts W:lS the fin.I OVAC roaeh. 10 reach the 5(X).wm plateau ln. baskclball. reaching lha, 
goal with .a 'Inn O'w'er Monroe Courtly n"-a! Woodsfietd 1n 19t0. 

Consldcred a masler str.ucgisl and 1cachcr or lhe game, Pom ma}' have been at tus bc'iil dunng cnucal 
~ituauons m pc,51-scason pla). His 1cams won ,;ct,·cn O\'Crtimc lOumamcnl games. mcfudmg, 111nc-OT wm 
3Ch1C\·cd b}' R1\"cr againsl :i,,,forg.i.n 1n Class AA sccuona.l pla}. 

Evan Reese (Officials) 

fwa,a Rrete (Follansbee Hjgh School) scrvcJ w. .i.n area h1 gh -school and col1cgc 
arbiter for more than 50 ycan;, He .i.tsuolfa:1atcc.i rootb.111 ,n the Can..&dn1.n Lcasuc. lhc 
Umt.cJ f<"'lbull ~gU<;: ~d lhc We:,l Vi,ginia ln1.Cr~ollegj1tt~ Ath.leli~ Confcrcncc. 

Rct~ wa.\ OVAC Commissioner rot both foo1ball and M.-.kclb.11 omc1al~ and h.c 
wa,; prc"1den1 of Ule West Virgmta ln1ercollcg1atc Ath1ctJc Conrercncc tWVIAC} 
orfJcials in bolh ~pori~. He worked numerou'i sliltc and conference mumamcn1 cham 
pion:,,h1p e,·cnl-.~ thmughoi.it hi~ long and ~lcmcd c.arcc:r 

Reese ah,o wa.'i a member of the West Vlrg1n14 Secondary Schooh Acll\"1\1C!I 

Commh,ion A.d,·i<r;ory BOW'd and he wa.,; ~rctaf) or 1hc Ea.,icm D1stnL'l Board of 
Football arid Baskctba.11 OrTicials.. For man} yea.rs, he was on 1he baskctbal! rutes comm11t.cc n 1hc E.ilSLCm 
Omrict 

Toda>·'s Ottlo VaJtey offo.:iats remember E\·a.n a." someone who had a Lrc:mendous inn ucmx on up-and 
wm,ng referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray (Official) 

A. Wilson Mum,y (Wheeling High School) offic1>tc:d high «hoot basketboll. fool• 
ball, bascboll and ,r.,k [or 30 year., from 1946 through 1975. He actuwl) began tu, 
offoc,a~ns career in 1942, lhc year afler he gradualed from Wheeling I !igh School. 
~utra\ entered lhc SCl'\'icc in. 942 and did not f'Ctum hornc unu the aflCI' Wol'ld War 
II h.!d 'ended. 

I tc ~orkc:d numcro\l~ SQl.:Uorial dti.tnc:L ii:g100.JI and n11:.1is ~" Ohio, wc ... 1 Vi:rguu~ 
at,d Pcnni:ylvania. He a!so official.Cd basketball for 12 years in lhc ~1d•Amcnc.1n 
Conference and 1hc West Virgm:.a lnt.cn.'Ollcg.i.atc A\htcuc Conlcrcm.-c Muma)' w.&.., u 
rc·crcc in the old Lmtcd Foolball League m I.he dars of the:: WhcclLng {ronmcn 
prorcs,i;1onaJ footbal! 1cam. 

fie !-Cl"\:cd on the OVAC r..~ccui,,,c 8°'lJ'd ;ind ~n·cd ror 10 ycarc; a. ... I.he comm,-.-.,oncr of the hi-slalC 
l~g.ic's baskclball officials. He l;ucr "a.,i; appom1cd Lhc OVAC'~ oomm s.,i;10ncr o( foo1b.Jl offictaJs. a post 
he held Cron, 19n 1,1nul rc11nngAn 1985. ln im , he w:c. elected Lrc.asurcro( 1hc Ohm High School Alhle11c 
As~umon·~c omm1..s1oners. 

\tlurray officiated s1x West V1rgm1a ~Late 10umamcn1s .lnd two WVJAC loumamcn1s.. The former Cil} of 
Wh« mg Treasun;:r \\.a., .t thrcc:-ycar football .mt.I b,.asle1bal lcltcnmm al Wheel ng 1-hgh School He p?.1ycd 
on the WL.deats' J.940 lit.lie champ10nsh1p ba.d;ctb.l.I 1cam. 

Among the a\\.ards he \\dS prcscn1cd \\.·c~: Otuo High School Alh.lcuc AsS(K;1auon's Mcnlonous A\\.ard 
t 1970)· a Wesl Vlrgm a Secondary School\ 1\ct1v1LJ'C..;,;, Comrt11s.;,;,1on Award ror h,'" contnbl.lllOn!> lo offic1at­
,ng ,n lhe :-.lountaln State. Honora') Life Membership n the Ohio Valley Board or Approved Basketball 
01'1C1al• ( 1981 ): OVAC E>.emplat) 5crv,cc A".ml fl981). •nd an L:ppcr Ohio Valley Dapper O,n Club 
Ach evcmcn1 A\\.atd (J9M2). In 9W9, he "a..; ~lcc1cda.(, the rr:r..l rcc1p1cn1 or the Bobb~ Daw~ Ba1-ketba ~ 
o r·u;ials' A.w.Jrd pre:.c11~d a1 the Samuel A '-'1umlcy OYAC Chant) Basketball Classic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete • t9SOs) 

John lla,liul (Bndgcport High School Class or 19581 was, threc,,pon I\Jgh school 
honoroc for the BuUdogs·-.ho later became one of Ohlo State•~ ba.-.kctlxul groat-. and 

~"fr, ~~~h~t ~~":.f\~~~~~:.f!.lfc~()-r;mc Al -OVAC C)a(.-. AA b.l:skclb:Jll 
performer as wcl as Ail-Ohio t1f'~s A The Boll do~ won lhc. OVAC AA crown 1n J95R. 

An cx.ccltcnt rebounder and passer he .:also scorccl I .594 ca.rccr pant.s 1n 59 pmc, Md 
averaged more than 30 points per game lhe ,._,, two <ea.<Ons. He led lhc OVAC in 
"iUmng a.., ~juniot \\rilh a 3l 9-poinl n«m, 1nclud.tng a M:hool rcoord 53 1n .t 10'3-IOI 
mcrtimc ~1n o,.cr CaJil '· f'tii 

He plavc:d in lhc Ohio :-orth-Soulh All·SW game .,,th Jerry Luca,. The t"o (a1cr led 
Ohio Siaic lo !hrcc stnugh1 SCAA champ10.nsfitg~cs 1neludin5,;a utle 1hcir sophomore season of 1960. 

al~~=,:~~~"; 8:11To~'t.~~I 0;nc;~\CC :i;~~Ji~ 1r(1~~~:c~s and batled over .400. He 
(n football. the All-OVA~ quartc-rbw:k \lo-:L.\ recruited by M:\ era! college." including Ohio Slate .and West 

Vfrgmia. 
Al Oh.to State, lhc BuckC)'C:S were~ dunng lt1s lhrcc \.'ar!ill) ba.~ketball seasons and he 1111,1cc camcdAII· 

Bi~J:~~k~~;~ ~~.idr.u, 4-:hou;~ of the ;\'BA B~lon Cclucs and \,\'115 also selected b, the ~'FL Clcvclam.l 
Brown" even Lhough ~ never pla,cd 1n.t.-ol.lcgc He played a ·cw e,h1bi11on games"" a-.:1dc rccc1\.crw1lh lhc 
Browns before rcponing lO the Cclucs. ~-'here he would become 1.eam caplam and ha,·e his !-,;o. 17 Jene), 
rcurcd. 

Sjd.-:namcd "'I rondo .. , Hnlu:ek rctJrai in L978 aflcr 16 S'BA sca..'li()n~ andud1nJ e1ghLCelue c:haznp1on~h•~· 

~~!-~~:!;~n~·1::C1~\~~~~~ !!~ ~1~l~~ J~J~~~~l ~ ;a:)~l m~~ ~~~lt~ 
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Dan .and Ohio State f fall 1, of Fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Alhlele • 1%05) 

.~r ~"J:t.~~~~g~"'H!~~~rc~~t.)l!Vch~~!~$i.~:,~ 
llP.t bJ~k alhlele to wan an Ohio swc "1,1\ cro.,.,:n (1959) ¥..-hen he emcr&'C!d :i:s lhe l !2• 
pound utlisL He lhcn finished tltm! ·n the 1960 slale tournament and "-on the 127-poond 
crown 11S a scmor. 

An AII-OVAC ("'-ltball p!ave, and the cutferen<C Class AA cap<ain as a 140-poUJ>d rw,. 
ning bllck ,n _ 960. Douglas also.., a staner in baseball. 

ne ~res.tied 1wo )'~ at West Li~rt) S~e Coll~gc. winning an ~AIA cham~on~tup 
and GiclCUJg ~11d m lhc :,,_:CAA. I le then transfcm:xl lO Oklahoma Slate, where he ¥ion . 

~ lhe
1fi~t~~~~ !~ro/~f~~c~u~.i~'t~ \'if Jed~ ~~~th~"JD~~ 

Also a>• comp<~wr. he •on r,,-c nauonal champiun>hips und a pair of U.S. Ol,>:ml'ic Tri.is lltlco.. He had a 
fowtlt-plaa, fcalhcrwCJdtt finish a11!tc 1%4 Tok,oOl,mp,cs and hecap<aincdthe U.S. fr<xsl\"let<am at \he 1968 
g;imcs ,n :vk<ico C,L, ~amcd th< nation's outstanding wrc,;1lcr ,n 1970- thc ,..., he reuttd:.. Oougla.< oomp,led 
a t;;lfCCf :ccord nf300-17-7(.953). He wa._ runner-up al the Wortd Champ.on.~hiJl\ that ,-car. 

Still rccoyuwd as one ol" the na11on·, _ouL«anding """tling coaches. Doui;to., ha.s been ot th< Iowa Slale 
L'nucrsn~: ham for 14 year, and bccuncJtti.l the fourth 01\·1s1011 l mcnta' lo ~h lhc 400-,1ctory pfate:u,1 m 
Jonuan ol 2003. Heaxichal lhcC,elonc< 10 IOt9P-IO,t lhc n.,~oo:tJ finals. Heal-.,Jud runncr-upt=n.,m 19961 20'.XJ and 2002. In 20'.XJ, he"'"" sclOCl<ll the :-:oiiooal Wrestling Coach of lhc Year. He h>s P"!'loo:d six nationa, 
cltam;on.,;. J 7 conf crcncc ulhsts and 2S r\ 11-Amcncaru. at l01A·a Slale. Before LiWng O\o er I.he C)'cloncs' program. 
Oou a., built a dvna.m· otArizona SlalC. !'mm 1975-92. he guided ASL: to nine oonfcrcncc Utle and ninctop-10 
:XC A team finis"hcs, foch.dmg the ~boors fif'.t national champ1oosh1p in l ~ Wh.tfc ¥r.1lh the Sun. Devils, he 
t""1 three national ind1>1dual liUc winn<r1l. 37 oonferenc,, champ< and 5ll All•Amencans. 

He.,..,_ head cuach of the 19')2 Ll S. Olvmp,c froo.l\ le 1Cam thal compcled in Barcelona. S[>!in. A II 1.0 of hi, 
;'c,,"},~~"d/!,,.""fjl~"/1J the top 10 ,n lhcir n,spcdl\c wc:1glt1 dasSC>, Douglas""-' l>:cn oo thc v.S. """'hing swf 

Douglas was in;J'IJCICd in10 the :-.lllional Wrcs1 ,ng Hal of Fillne, the :-.AIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Oluo 
Hall of Fame and tltc An,.onaSlale Ila!! of Fame. 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Athlete. !%Os) 
Ro11 "Fri4'' WUIUUIU (Wcif I l1gh, Cl.l<ts ci I~) IA·as a four•ycar. thrcc,spon. 5L1nd• 

out lor the Red Rider;. He led Weir to three "ra,ghl slalcCI._« AAA title ~e• includ-

~h~~ ~=r~~d
1,J2~~f~t~c=· : 0A,rO~A~~d~,t"~c!ts~~ ~Lc~r~~\~~ 

boskc~IJ pla\Cr ~-._, al,o an All-OVAC and All-Wost Virg,n,a foc<baJfcnd in 1963 and 
the QVAC ana West Virginia Rc&ion I sprinl champion in the 100. 220 and 440-,-.,.d 
c~cnts m !964. 

The 6-3. 185-pound Williams \.\iis. 1hc lin.l Af rican•Amcrif.'an Lo be named rinil learn 

~!!;,"~~r:s~g~~~:.1-~~~~ ~~~-~~~~~ ~h~~%~~ •~~h~'l 
record -~nd "''cragcd 30.9 as a !ioCnlor and 30.I ~ a Jun.Lor_. He ~red a )Chool-rcoord 
55 ~inls again:,.t East Lh·crptJOL He was namc;d AII-Amcnca b, Parade aruJ Scholastic Coach magvJncs. 
SclmJ~:;t:'~:;: ~f-~::~o~ ~~:~ Cl;usAAA stale ch,niptonsttip football tum~ was alJ-sla(c and 

He pla)odon two QVAC Class 3·A U~C boskclbol ICamS ()%2and '64) and the !962 OVAC lColCkCham• 
pionsh1p squad. The first A rrican-Amcnc,:,n rccnrna! to Dia) boskctball _at West Vir&ima Un,~e•"!Y, he ,ull 
holth se.tson and career as!t>i!i.l records wfule ,a,·eragin_g 26.1 p.,mu: for hts career --sixth best m history mlJ 
leading lhe team in scoring and asS1sts lhr<C years. Only 1wo WVIJ pla~ers - Jerry West and "Hot Rod" 
E lundlev - combined for more points and a.-.,asLc; than Wijll1am~. a lhrcc•tirne Afl•Snulhcm Confertl\CC hon­
oree anO a second team AII-Ami::nc:an. 

The l"\\.~limc tciAm at.pl.ain is"" member of Lhc AH-Time ~YLl Lc.itn ( 1966-75 era) and Juts been.inducted 
11110 Lhe WVL: Spon., Hall of Fame as "ell a.< the Wcsl Virgin" Sport< 'Haff and the Upper Ohio V,Jlcy 
Oap~r Dan •11an• . U<: ""a."' the runth m er411 ~BA draft pick 1n ?WJS bv the San Franci~o Wamors arid ~a.-. 
also draJLcxi 1n the ABA rirlh round b, I.he Sew Orlcan~ Buc.c:anccr~. Oc(pile not Dlap"g college ·ootball. he 
"one of only two OVAC P.rodoct,. 10 be draf1ed both!,, lhc SBA and '-'FL (Dalla.< Co"·boys, 14th mund). 

Wilham.,. plavcd c1ghl =-.:BA 'SCa!,OMS -rive wuh the Wamors, l\.\oO wn.h lhc M1J\.\~.tul,;,.ce 81.X:ks and one ""lll1 
the Los A'llfJcS Lakcrs. He scored 4.797 career ~1nL~ and had 1,818 c.arccr assi~lS. He du:d. al a.gc: 59. D'A 

~~Wa!."aouic"s'~'. home in Calirorru,. The road near h1' Weinon childhood home namc4 'Ron (Fnv) 

... 

Ken Alessi (Athlete. t940s) 

K,,. Akni (Yorh1llc 1-1,gh Schon!) wo.< • 5-7. 155-poond ba.•kclboll guord fmm 
1947-49. lie ,;.Lill hald'i lwnall•l1mc OVAC !oCOnng rccordi.-1,142 poinl.,_ in 32 gamc:s 
as., scruor and .a~ p:t•g.utte pu1n.t aveni.gc or 3 l.O for 66 i;am~. 

He wa., Ille fi~l OVAC pla)-cr w M.'Dn: 2,CXX) career points (2,047) aClCr a,craging a 
then•l'Cl.-onl 35.7 po1n1> • game JU1d setting • marl: or 70 poin1>, including 31 goo.ls, 
agams1 ShadySJdc as a l ~Q scruor. That cITon promp<od 1hc national c~posure in 
"Ripley's BcJ,c,·e-ll-Or-SoL" 

He also ~red 65 pom~ ,·s. Adc::na and 55 p:,ints vs. D1 onv.ik: in ba.:;;k-lo-~k 
games. In one game. hcconvcrw:116 slralghl free throws Asa jun1or.Alcs:si ti,00rcd &45 
points m 30 pmcs. 

A \\\-trumc All-OVAC Class A and All Ohio Cla"i..'\ B honoree , he "'a." lhc leachng volC-gcuer in '49 ""·hen 
he 111,·a.1- sclcclCd Ohm·~ Cla..<i., B Pla)'cr o( lhe Ye.JI 

A Ulrcc-spon prep ~tandou1., he wa.,. an AU-f.a.,lCm Ohio .. ootb.illl pla}er a.._.: t"'o-way bad, and kicker. and 
he wa-, d shor'-'lupapt14:hcr in ba..-.i;b~U. 

Rccru tod by Wc.,1 Virginia Lm\.·crsil). he played three !'oCa..v.in~ ( ?950-52) and W.L'- th<: -.1.arting p.1mt gu.ard. 
lwo )'cars,. He led the team 1n ib')1SL~ a.., a sophomore "'hile r,la~1ng w1Lh 6-9 Atl-Amcnca ~ark Workman 

In 1951. he 5'.'0rcd23 points lR.t home ""'In O\.ef W.UC.e fQrcst and Lal 1cd 181n a n -73 oss al Ouk.c "'h.J.ch 
foaturcd AII-Amcnca guard Dick Groot. a to1urc Pmsburgl\ Pl.rate 111!'icldcr. 

Alessi scn-·cd ns head basketball coach lhc "mal 12 seasons {1961 72) ' or alma mater York,·illc High be ore 
consolidation. His bc~t team v,:cnt JS--3 m 1962 and his 1970 Learn " on ;m OV/\C C..t~, A c,o....,n The '70 
1eam featured Chuck. Saus. who would surpus J\Iess1 's career po1n 10W 

Bill Mazeroski (Alhlctc. 19S0s) 

Bill Ma:,erosti 1Wam:n Con!tOILdatoo lligh School, Class d t954) 1s bcsl known 
for hls bascbal~ feats, bul the 5♦ 1 L baskcLbaH ~cnttra w lcd .he O VAC ut sconng "'·th 
a 27.6 per game average i.'i a ienior and was a Lwo-timeAII-OVAC roondbwl 'iClccLion 
and thrcc->c.ar basketball staner. He camcd second learn All,Ohio ChusA recognition 
as a senior. 

A (our-yc.ar b.uc:b.tll !i'-Odou.1 ~ .;a 'llbortsl0p-p1tcher, ~ernslo led Warren 
Consolidated w the 1953 Oh,o Cl3Ss A (largest cla.<S) ba.<eball finals before falling, 
2·1 10 C1ncinna1i Purce! '.'v1.11.er01,k.1 puchod a four-hmcr 1n a los1ng cau.,i;c. 

The athlete. known a,; "Catfi1,h" a., a youlh and .. Mv.•· dunng h1~ pm pla)ing da~-;. 
led Warren Con~lidal.c:'d to rour ,lr.Jighl OVAC Oh10-s1ck ba~bitll l.fllc;:.-.. The le,;lm w::1-. 
•-hcJ by Al B"r.vw. 

Signed b) lhc Pi1l-.burgh Pi.r.nc . .., uuL uf high. ~hooJ arwJ summer. ~ndlol 00.-.cball. the Ruffl Run n.auve 
\\.'js 1n Lhc maJOC le.agues in 1956 and became .t: IO-lime All-Siar second baseman from 1956-72 with lhe 
:,.:at1onal Le-ague team He ""'on t1ghl of the firs1 10 second OOSC Oold Glo'rc fielding aw<11.rds. 

He played in 2 163 games and collccled 2,016 hits bul his best known [cal i, hilling game sc,en 1960 
World Scncs 'Momnmg home run "·crsus Lhc :0.:cw York Yankees. He still holds some major league fielding 
records for double plays and ass1s1S. The Plralcs rcurcd his jcnc:.y ~o. 9. 

\Jtv.eroski was 1nductod nto the &scMII Hall or F.lmc m 200 I .ind ;tlso 1s cnshnncd ln the Llpixr Ohio 
Valley 0.ppcr 0.,, Hall, the Ohio Baseball flall and the Pcnn,)lvan,a Spon., )fall. 

BuekC)c Local lhgh School, a con-:olid3tion ~·h1ch 1nclud~ Ma,cro,S;kl'li alma mater. named iL~ high 
~hool field 1n his honor and a sccllon of Route 7 near hti. Rush R11n ch1ldbood home north o(T1l1nns\'tlle 1." 

kno""n a.._ "81 I ~.en.is~ H1gh~i11.y." 

Allan Hornyak (Alhlete. 1%05) 

Al/mt Hon,yalt. (SI. John Cenlnll H11,h School. Cla.<s or 1969) was best known as a 
ror:ord-,-ctUog ~poml per game ~rn liis last two ba.d,c1ball :.rasons, but I.he lcflhandcr 
also o.a, a three-sport siandout performer as a football q.anc,bock and first bascman­
pil<:hcr in buscbwl. 

A 6-1. 185-pound long-rmse shooting glJilfd 1n the era prior to the three-pointer. 
Hll.11\yak led I.he OVAC and lhc stale or Ohlo in MU'lng hi!t> las!. l\\.'O !ieaSOrui "ith an all­
time OVAC rcoord 427 a~·cragc .1.i. a .,un,or plu.1- a 41.951-emor norm. 

th~-:.~~ni:/:·~.~~l~p~Wi~~~~-,~nt\lll~~f:1:w.an<f~~W1~ 
296 free lhruws, 

The two-lime AII-OVAC andAII-Oluo cager set Lhe OVAC ro:ord of 116 p,xnt<, ,nclud­
ing 40 guali. 1n a 1969 win mer T11Lonsvillc and he 'iCOrcd 61 points Lhc. next ruY1t .i.g;,~mst nvaJ Bellaire. 

He scored al lcosl 5HpotnL< 1n a ~e 14 umcsandcndcd hi' Kll-i;amecarccr "ith alhcn OVAC ro:ord2.3K5 
po,n1>. The Irish """ txick-to-boc~ OVAC Clas, AA bo>kclball Utlcs including a 20-2 oser,ll rooord ,n 1969. 

in ~~s ~~~ H'=;s~~r~°ots;Z,,!:i~n /:;:, Mf.A1;%n:\~~~:~~ ~=~{~ J~~,f=~~':1:fi ·;c~ 
"""j;1~~f. ~ ~~al,o won an OVAC crown "Ith a 9-1 record 1n 968. with Horn,-.Jr. as an All-OVAC 
quancrbock. He l"'-',cd ·or 4 louehdo,.·ns lh.lt sca.<0n • 

Rocruncd for b.Lskctboll b} numerous colleges. he olllcd for The 01\Jo SlalC l.,nnmn) "here he led the 
Bucke)<> ,n ,wong throe stragltl )catS .nd earned All-Big Ten Conference hono<s °""h )car and AII-Amcric, 

~1~f:''otJ :-rui:·~ .. x,r!li founh all-time career !iiCorcr v.·1th l.S'72 pomu. m 69 gam~ and 1i. a member or 
The Ohio Stat< L:n"·mny Spott.< I WI or Fame. 

Homvill was the second ruW1cJ pick. and 261.h o"°cr.11?. d Ulc ~BA's Clc\cland C.uahcrs. Hew~ abo 
drarled oy the ,\BA Indiana ~rs in the fifth round. but didn't compclC n the pro ranl:.1. 

Doug Donley (A1hte1e • t970s) 

Doq DonI,y (Cambridge High School. Cla« o( I 977) was a lhrcc-<port slandou1. 
c,c,;lling in fOOlbwl traek and basketball and earning the nicknome "Wlutc Li@ltu,ing" 
for his bl.ving !-peed. 

On the gndiron. Donley was a lhnx•)'car leucrman a1 running back. for lhc Bobcat.s. 
fifli!ih;ng \tOllh a C.3J'CCr total ol 2S12 ru. .. hi-ns yard-,. I le al~ had 226 yard,; rccci,·ing and 
J.0"-8 yards in kick returns or a career all-purp.JSC ydnlag_c- lot.al of 3.826 ywr.L"' W go 
with3! TD>. 

Oonley·, fOOlball accolades includal first team All-Ohio Cla.«AAA .Z976) b) both 
Th~ AJ.r«iatffl Press IU1d Unit~ P"ss lmtfntJtianal; J:::'_.1,1slCm Disuict C!a.,;,; AAA 
"Player o[the Year" (1976): and f,r,;t 1cam Al -OVAC Cla~,4-A (1976). 

1-n tt-Jck. Donley won the OVAC Clas., 4-A championship in lhc (ongju.mp "-Ii a juni~r (1976) wilh ii: lea;, 
of 21 fL 2..S Ill, and"'·:,., a double-winner a1 lhe oonfrrcncc meet as a scruor 11977) • 111,1M1ng Lhc long Jump 
,21-10.75 and lhe 220-yard dash (22.4 se<0nds), helping the Bobe.us w 1hc OVAC team utle. 

I I< corned All-1:.l.<tcm D1<uitt in the HX~r;mt da•h and "a.< ~irod a.< a lush sehool All-American in 
track. 

Also a standoot in boslctball, Donley was hampered by a shoulder inju')· but sllll managed to scor< 10 points 
per oonlCst and~ ;a $Chool-rcc:ord 17-asi.l!,l game. 

Widely rccrwtcd for football. Donley a11endcd The Ohio Si.,u: l:nivcrsity and camc4 first team All-Big Ten 
and hononiblc mention AII-AmcriCil aa:oladcs at wide :tcc.cn·cr (l9K>}. I le rank:1- among the Buckeyes· all-umc 
leading rccc1"·cr; 1n 'C1tCral calegoncs. mclud1ng um:cr )Grth. per catch (21.2, scconJ): >-anJu&c- (2.252. fou.rth): 
touchdowns ( 16, fiflh)~ and ra:cpti(.)n, (106, lied for ninth). He led the team 1n rcccpllun:,. from 1978-80. 

Oook) was a second round draft ch01cc of lhe Dallas C°"·bo~s 1n J981 playing four years 1n lhe ;\:Fl_ He 
caught 55 passes for !Ill!! );,rd,, and four TO., 

!nduc1cd • nw the Cambridge 1-ligh School I t.11 of P•mc. Oonle) "prc'1dcnld Ad,·anwse Golf Tournament 
Scl°\'ICCS mAddi'ion, Texas. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athle~. 1970s) 

,,,.. Sp,nur (St. Cl,.r,v1llo High S<hool. Cla<> of 1979) r"Aks with tho G"""""' 
running bac.k.c; C\.Cr to sracc Ohio VaJlcr high school gridJron'i. Spencer - who phod hi'!I 
tr.We or legendary L-OOCh GCOJgc StruJc.r - tushed l~r some 3.144 ~Jrd:s and SO Louch­
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red o.,·il gnd carc:x:r. 

Ar. a senior, tl\c Paradt All American ~lncd 1,670 )-ards and scored 28 touc~·ns 
while his junior numbor. LOlalod I .2l!O rushing ~ard• •nd 18 tou.hdQWns. Spo"""'' Wp 
prep game t:3fflC as a SCJUor .... -hen he rushed for 306 y.uds and scored si'C. touchdo"':n.s 
ag:unsL =n, Ferry. All Lold, he ,co,cd 40 poin~< in lhol oonLCSt. 

lo "'"'' aw..-dcd All-OVAC ood /\II-Ohio lootball hon<'r.< [ollowing his junior ond 
~nioc sca.llii,:im,. 

Spencer also pla)al b:askcLba.11 and ran lnek for lhc Red Dc.vll,;;, c1cclrng in the 100. ;ind 200-~r'§. 
Af tcr his pr-cp ~} s. Spencer m.uricul.itccl to Co umbu." w pla)' for Cooch bade Bruce· s Ohi1> SI.ate Bu-..·kc)·cs. 
l"hc ~ 1. 210-poundcr wa.-. ..i. th,cc.)car :o:\ar\Cr for lhc Buckeye-.. He I ni.;holJ his wl!CCr with 3.553 y.ud.~ 

\\fil ch sllll r.tnks Lhl~d on ~tuo State's all lim~ rush.ins: charts. 
Spencer led Lhe B g Ten m rus.h.ing as a sc:mor wuh I J71 yar~ cighlh. lx:sL in the nalion He Wa) accordal. 

All•Big:Tcn hof'l05 L\loicc and w.i.~ il ~"Olld•~m l 'PJ All-American ti.Chxtioo a.~ a :,,cnior. 
He s.cncd a.\ Lhc Buckc)a· t.u-capain as c1 ,;,cnior and was "'a.cd t.hc team MVP 1hal )·.C'd.J' He "'as also named 

MVP or t.hc Holidoy Brn•I .. , he rushed [or 167 )a:d., and (WO TDs in osu·, 47-17 Win. 

Sponoor ..-a., tho •c><:<lnd pla)·or sclccLCcl in tho UniLCcl SUlLOs foo<ball t..c..guo (i,;S~l-l dr.fl b)' lhc Chicago 
B ,u .. All<r • thrc,;•)Qf l:SFL sUnl hc ,ign<d wi1h the Son Di<go Charg,:r> whore he ,i.irl<d l,w lour l'""'' •l 
ful.back. 

He saincd more !Nn 5.00'.J ru,hing )-ards and 5COICd 45 touchdown, as a pro[c.-ionol 
Spence: ~r1,cJ t1S Oh.io St;uc'!ii running b.u.-lu <.'OaCh t rom 1994 1hruu~ Lhc 2CXl3 sca"iOll. He left the 

Buckc)'C) Cut .tn as-.iiLant'~ r(.l]c '°'·ilh Lllc Chi~gc., Beats. 

Mitch Hannahs <Athlete - 1980s> 

Milch Haruutlu (Sky"uc High School, Cla.~s oft~ \l,a.<§. lhc: cpilomeof a wmncr m 

~ ~~~~~:~9:!~~r~J=r sparked Lhc lln~ GQ(dcl, Hawk$ Lo Lhe 

In ~lci.balt, Skvnx:: m.adc lhc OHSAA stale Luurnamcnt in Hannahs' JUmo-:uxJ sen­
ior ~ns. (1ruslung as the CJ4.,;:~ A ruMcr-up in 1984-85. He l4i,as scICl.10J ~irsl tc.&m 
All-Ohio a, .a i-cnic:1' and 'IC«lnd team il.\ .i Junior .ind wa.-. a 1wo-Ume fin.L tc.im All-
1.:a«<:m DISlricl. AII-OVAC iU1d AII-Pionoor ll-,1Jlcy Con(c,cnc:x: honoree. lie olso pwtic• 
iprued in the Ohio Sonh-SO\llh AII-Sw cla.<sic foJIO\\'ing a senior sca.<0n where lhc 5- . 
10 guard a\-er.igcd mote than 22 poinLS per game. • • ti 

In baseball, Ul<: oonsisu:nl-hillmg and surc-hondcd shortstop helped the Hawks ID lh< 
Otuo Cl.ass A SLalc championship as a senior ( 1985) as wclJ as 1hc OVAC .ind PVC Lilies. He camcd firs1 ltr.UTI 
AII-Ohio.All-fu,tcm D,slrict, AII-OVAC an,J All-PVC h<m<Jr> and wo., scloelCJ for tho Ohio &.«:ball AII-Stor 
Series. 

lie olso rc:x:oivod AII-J:a.,1.em 01>tnct, 1111-OVAC and All-PVC 0«:0ladcs [nllow ng bis "'phomore (J'iKl) 

4f ~~ior~=!m~:"~~ pulled off a rare .. double·• "'hen his college lC:atn - lndiaiu State linivccsiLy -
..t,·on~ to lhc :SCAA D"1SIOn I College World Sones 1n 1986 o.nd th.it =• ""°""'· ho p!.-<d [or the 
Ma,rwd P\Jsl 666 lC>.m which .id•·•nc:x:d to lhc Amoricon Legion World S<rio,, Honnahs wa, •Ol<d MVP or 
lhc ·regional lOurnamcnl th.It season and ~OJ\ I.he. Louis~illc Slug~r Av. a.rd oc lhc highc;sl CQ11i11g d\·cra,gc: in 
tuumamcnl play. 

Al Indiana Sta1e, H.!llnahs w.is ill thlcc-time All-M1)i,\Ouri V-JJlc,,. Conference pccformer (l987-IS9) ant.I w..as 
an ~CAA D1nsion [ All-AmcnCiln (ollowmg hJs senior }'tar (19K9). 

He wa'i a tl'.th mund draft pick of the Mil>w.tukcc Brewers. pl.aying in Lhcir farm "-}!I.Lem from 1989-9'3. 
Hann~s 1~ currently athlctu:: dirtcU'lr and head bw:ball a:m::h al Lincoln Trail Coltcgc m Robinson, Jllmois. 
He prc\·1ously co..,chcd for ~,·en )car5 al hls alma mater• [nd1ana. Stale t:ruvcr;\lly. 

Geno Ford (Athlete - tl>90s) 

Gtno Ford(Cambndgc High Sc~ool, Clos, or 1993) a.ch,o,ed tho ul1imate honor 
or a h1gh school bulcc1ball player ,n lhe SI.a.LC of Ohio when he \U,;: ~lcctcd .. Mr. 
t:laskctb;ill" following tus 5cmor s~n. 

The S-8 !,h.arp-ihoolcr lin1xhcJ a ste?lar [our-r<=ar i;aro;r ~ 1th Lh~ Bob«.:~l..., .s Oh1u·" 
~i:ccmd all-llmr: l<:adrng soon'r with 2,680 po1nl,; v.hich aJso !i:landlli as the OVAC"!> 
itl•llmc lugh .. w;11er mark. 

R>rd·s name also .1ppcars m I.he OHSA A record boot m lhc followLng catcgoncs: 
288 fn:c throw~ made in l:i i;Cason (1991•92). fi~t alt-11rnc: (H7 rn::c 1hrows made ,n 
~ C4lnx:r (19R9-93). fin-t all-time: and 9"..8 polnl,. ln a sea.son ( 1991-92). seventh 
all-~mc 

Pla)·mg for h1~ father. h1ghl)·•sueccs.~!ut C.ambndge c<.laeh Gene Ford, Geno c-Jrncd AH-Ohio Dh·1s1on 
!I firsl I.Cam acwladc!1 following both his JUntor and senior seasons. He was also a 1wo-umc AU-Eas1em 
D1,;;trict Div1i.1on It ·•p1a>cr o( the Year"' and 1wo-ume Alt-OVAC ctass 4-A fio.t 1cam ptek 

ford went on to become. a four-~ar tett.crman at Ohio lin1,·eni11)·. earning All-Mid J\mcncan 
Conkrcm:c se4,.-omJ Learn honUTS .i.,,; aJumor (1996) 11nd riNI team plaur,hL-..i,,;; a ,;~ruur (J997}. He 1s lhc riflh 
atl-tlme fcadmg scorer al Ot.; "'1th ? 7S:?: pomls One of Uu: mosl popuJ<lr play(':rs :iat OU. ford h~lpcd the 
Bubc.a!s to one ::♦:.CAA anJ on<: ,'=IT appc;.ir..ine<: dun11g his c.trc<:r. 

Follo¥.·u,8 gradual.Ion, he s<:rved a.l!i a graduate a,;;sislant , 1998-99) and assistant coach ( 1999-2001) at 
Ohl<) t:m,·er..:n} ; ~as head l-Cli1Cb for one sea.~on at Div1s1on ll Sh.a\o\'ncc SI.ii.le Unl\'ersit> (2001-02). 
kad1ng his team 10 a :!2 10 record and earning Amcnean Mideast Conforcncc '·Coach of 1he Yc.ir"' 
honors: S(f",'ccf ~$ an .i.s~~stanl 1.-oacll ~l Kent Stale Um,·crsity 'i.mcc Lhc 2002-03 season. 

Class 
of 

2005 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Amy Gamble (Athlete· 1980s) 

llmJGamb/,(John Miu>hall I heh School. Class of 1""2) 1«>ncoflhc Ohl\> Valle)•• 
grca~1 female a1hlctcs of al umc. Gamble c,;allod 111 three spoct.\ - ha..d.:etba.11, 1.rack 
anJ women·, handbal . 

She become Mar>hall Counl) •, first Ol)mp,an whcn ,he compolcd with tho L.S. 
Women's Handball Team in tho 191!8 Gomes hold ,n Seoul. K=- Earhcr, Lhc U.S. 
Women 1,1.:erc crowned&..(, champions of the Pan A mcncan Games. 

Gamble W.J.'i '-C.icc;I.Od .:,._,. the: Wcsl V1rg1nia Womcn•s BaskctbaJ[ J'13ycr of the Year ln 
191!? af1er looding John MM<hal to tho s1.11c Class AAA champ,onship. Sho ovcragcd 
23 poin,. and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 tt<-ord I.C:lm \\hlch .,, enged us onl) loss b) dcfc.u­
ing Bkirls inlhc ~I.C £inab. Ca~111 of\h(':Al1-S1.a1.eTcam.Gamblcwas:a l'-'~UmcOassAAA lirs1-ium hon-
0<00. She"'"-' chosen AII.OVI\C and All-l'a!loy throe stra1ghl yca,s. 

She wa.1, the lir!.t JMI IS gins· b:Lskclball pcrtonncr to ,;wrc more than 1.0:Xl pomls .1nd the 1n11J.;LI ~on.ut:h 
athlete to have. her jersey rcun:d. She scored 1,498 c:ara:r po1nt..'i G..mblc '-""lLi r.u,kcJ o:&S 1hc '\o. 4 girls• 
baskclbwl player in the cuonITT: her :,.cruor !ioCaSon v. hc:n ~,a.,. named Lll the: Patadc, Szrttl &. Sm1rh and USA 
1oda} A .. American tcarm. • 

Rooru1tcd by Tcnnossa,. she p!aiodos • badC11pon 1ho 19!0 W)· ~ol,' squad lh,.1 unishal o., lhc :-CA\ 
lou.TNJ'ncnl runne~-up. los1ngtolhc Chery ).-filler-led SouLhem CaJ fX)Werhoo.i;c. She left Tcnnc ... ~ al lhc end 
of lhaL ~ and lrum.ferrcxJ t.o WC?,.L Vrgini~ t.:m\·crs.il~ hul played JU..l;.I one QC.a...01\ before &x1d1ng la U) 
I.Cam handball. 

ArLCr her appcarancc in lhc Ol>mpics, Gamble returned 10 basketball .1nJ enrolled a1 lhe, l'ru\·er.;n) of 
Arizona. Despite ha~ing just one scasoo of eligibility rcmafoing. G.vnbJc was the tcanf5 leading scorer and 
she earned Paci"ic-10 Conference player or lhc week laurels. 

J ler high school tracl: c.a.rccrlt.·a.,.al!'O brillianl, a.._ G-2m'olc set numcmu.1, 1n"·ita1.ional rnccl and OVAC rcoord-. 
• n the shoe. p1.1[ and Lhc dJ'-i(;US. She c~t.Jbli!,hot.l a?l•~ime OVAC ~WJcJ,;; • n both evenL, and wa.-1..1 We-.i Virginia 
s1.111c champion in [X)lh C\·enLS. Sl\c: ~as a Lhtc:c-time All•Vd.lle) honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete. t980!ll 

Yield l'ultil..Slous {Wells-1110 Hish School, Clas, or 19!!7) is bc:li«cd by many 
Wei s~1llc re-,:1dcnl.!, Lo be OClC or the grc.lle'J:I al.hi~ J'I the "-ChcxJl's histOC), ,ut~LCd 10 
by her induction a.~ .a member of Well~\ tlle High School'~ Athlct1C' of Fimc in.1.usura1 
Cl~s ur 2004. 

During her high school car=. Pulhc·SIOkos collocu:d 15 liJSl-placc fim,ho, ol lhc 
annual Cal Giffin OVAC Tfack Championships and she ""·as M::la.'100 us I.he .irca '1"rad. 
Alhlcu: of the Y=" 1hrectimcs. Shcolsocamcd both All-Valley ondAII-Eastom D1,ur,ct 
ltWrcl~ four timC!l c;a:h. She ""as a two-lime long JUMP i.;hamp1on lll the Oh,o high school 
'Sta.LC mcc1 and \\:as a runner•up Ln lhc 200 mete~. 

In ,·ollcyball, ,hc "'"-' l.,iec ,clocL<:<l as the I.Cant MVP and earned All-An;, (L/uoc 
11.mc-;).All-~t<:m D1oCitrict (twice) and All-0\-AC (twice). Three limc_1, shew~ named lo lhc All•Columbtana 
CounLy 1cam. 

!n basketball, she led 1hc 1987 ud) Tis= to tho sm1e r !\ills. Her 27- 1 record Wcllw1lle ioam ended one 
ol the nation's longc. ... 1 bii.,.kctbtl.11 ~t,wks..i.t HE ¥-hen lhc f 1gcrsJefcatcd West Hulme., mtoum.imcnl play She 
scored more than 1,400 potnls and collo..1.C:d more than PP 8:XJ rebounds ~rule hclpmg the Tiger:;, to a lhrcc 
)car rcwnt or 66-8. Pulhc-Swk~ was chosen OVAC "Pl.iiyer of Lhc Year•· Lhal sc:awn .mJ wa.,; c1 1no-lime 
All-Ohio honoree. She also camod All-Valle) and ,\, I II= rocognmnn Lhrcc umcs each on the hard\\ood, 

All told, she \VOO 11 , .tNt)'· lcucn,;: anJ \\oa.'i -.clcel.oJ a., the Amen~n Legion 19K7 Ohm Swc -AthkLC IX 
lhc Yoor". She 1\-Cnl on to play oollcguttc bask<tbal a1 Ohio Slalc and,.., a member of the 1989 Buckeios 
S'I~ that \,\,IJI'\ the Big Ten CooCcrcr,cc c;h:,unpionsh1p. She swncd pcn:orut.l huru,,~ '°' hen II". 0990 >he v.-.a., 
selected as Ohio Swc's best dcfcnsne player. team MVP and Btg Ten honorable mcnuon. T\lt1cc she \\iS 

designated us I.he runfrrcncc',. pl.a.)er of lhc week. 
lldd,uonolly, Pullie earned a sold modal with the :Sorth Tc:arn 1n the ,989 i,;.s Ol)mp1c Fesu,al, held in 

Smn..,_Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlek • 1990s) 

Sltpltonk Pttho (St. John Central. Cla"~ of l 99!) remains lhc mca.'iunng ..,tick for 
fcmaJe basket!xt.11 grcalncss in Lhe OV/\C 

The Fighung Irish three-sport.., lum,r1My rc-..-.rotc I.he St John Cenlr.ll .ind OVAC 
sconng books dunng her CJ.rccr on Guernsey SlreCI. The S. 7 sharpshooter finished 
hc:r four-)"CJ.T .;an:c-r wtth 2.M7 point.,;; wh1ctl J.<ii first ln conlCrcncc annali. and shll 
ranks s1.,lh 1n lhc -.1.a1c or Ohto. 

Pc1ho was accorded run-team Al 1-0VAC all four years. The Bcll.u~ nntive 
camc;d J\II-Oh10 honors th!"«' :;.cm. c-.zlminALmg by bc;mg named lhe iiatc's Drw!1on 
IV ••Pra)cr of the Year" lollowmg a season m whJch ~he a"·cragcd a ,;;tag;cnng 37 I 
potnls a game 

Ali aJ,,U1.1or. ~hctalhcd 35 9po1nL" per game ,n leading her [..ady Jn~h teammates ma 22-3 1ecord .a bcnh 
an lhc OHSt\A regional toumamcnL She: "''" nam<:41 firsl IC.am All-Ohm .iftcr SL·cmng 9to prnnlS tha1 
winter aJonc PcLho 1w,cc craelccJ 1hc 50-pomt plaicau tn a game. soorms 57 aga.in~t Shadyside and 56 
agamsl Toronto. 

The L\\o-year ,;tarter at 1he Un1\·crs1ty of P1tLc.b1Jrgh camccl S1. John Ccn1ral to four OVAC champl• 
unsh1ps an baskc1ba.ll and .tn O'-'CrJII 75-16 rcc:ord. Pc-tho ,..as no onc-spon wonder u.lso stamng in H)l­
le}·b3ll and tra~k donn, her prep c.1rccr She camcd AII-OVAC 1n \'t)ltC) ball her Junior and -.cmar ycar,­

ln 1rack. Pc:tho IS, one of lhe "'alky'1 all-lime grcaL lhrowcrs, earning r1"-e OVAC gold medals m lht 
weight c1,-·cnL, - three 1n lhc d1sc1.1" an.d t~o m lhc shot put. Pclho tos~d the plilttcr a sdN:10I-rccord 
l2i-7 en route lo a regional champtonstup and a lh1rd-placc showing lfl the 'SI.ate mcc:t .u a Jumor 

She capped her hlgh "-Chool career by bcmg named co•\'alcd1ctonan oi" her ~en1or da.1,s and ~he went Ol"I 
to 'become an J\C4dt'mlc J\IJ .. Amcncan at Plll. While there. she led lhc lQm m sconng 1n Inc 1994-95 
~<ii4.lfl., bcc.lmc I.he career frtt throw pcrccnt:igc leudef (1il.4) .and Hl 14th on the all-umc sconng list. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

RudJ MumkJ (Whc:x:hns H1sh School, Clas, of 1936). If Rudy Mumloy's ho.rt.,., 
measured b) Lhc s11.e of h,s IO\·c roe his rcllO"w· men and \lo omen, 1L never could ha.,·e rit 
1n!o1dc tus be.xi\' 

Mum.Icy. an cduc;.Ltor. adm1ru'Str.dt.Or. human,lanan, d) namu..: Ofpnll.CT .i.nd charity 
rund-rJ1scr, scr,·c<l the OVAC and the rest of OhJO Valle) ,n many dilTcrrnl but spccinl 
wa)'s. He 1'.as " I\\O-Umc prcs,JcnL, cMcr member of lhc conference':) f-oundal.aon 
Board.:'iel''cd on Lhc ,oodiail and ba. .. lcctbaJ commitLCCsanJ was Lhcorgan11.cr and long-

~~i fr::~r~C:~r~~ ~~~~:c;f;~I~~: ~trn 7~~~CC!t~I~~-~ :lt~~c 
pm,clonl durmg tho 1967-68 school year To help tho g,mo gel off the ground. Mumley 
once mortpgod lus hometoilducvc the finanang needed for thc1naugur:i.l OVAC-sponsorcd eon~L n 1972. 
He also ~as a great supponc:r of I.he OVAC ~rcsdmg ioumamcnt. 

A graduate C1f old Whcchng H1sh School and We~l Ltbc:rt}· Stale College with a rr,33,tcr'!i: de~ frum 
WVU. MumJc} iCr\·OO rn LhcA1r Force dunng World W"M II aJ1cJ "as rccaJlc:d Jurmg lh.<: Koran conflict 
I k 1.1uclll a\ Pcn~:ll.aa.n, Shadyslde and Sm11.h(1cld Ehgh School:- before bcmg appomtod pnnClpal at Warren 
Con-.okdatcd ·{1gh 1n T1l tansv,lle 1n IW>4. Rudy later ~n·cd a.,;; rnnc1paJ :at Yorkullc 1-llsf,. Later "'hen lhe 
Buckeye Local S""chool D1stnc1. wu formed, he became pnne1pa it 8t.1Ckcyc SouLh and rcm3.lncd there until 
1\1;1 rcuremenl m 1979. 

Mumlq, who was born n 1918 and died ,n 1999. also provided g=t scr,·1a: lo lhc l:ppor Cltuo V,lky 
Dapper 0-m Club and lus oollegc alma maier Wost Libert) SlillC Rud) was a member or tho Dapper Dan 
Bwrd uf Directors ror !iome 25 "~ and was OOnquct ro-dwnnan !il!I;. i.mc,;,. AL WcsL U bcn~. he camcd a 
r.uchonor JSJ noo-.uhlctc \lohcnhc \!.·a,.,;; ndU(.'tCJ 1molhc !W:hool'sALhlcuc Halt of Fame n ~985. He \.\.b pres 
1dcnt of I.he lhlltoppcrs' Alumm A.._..oc1.:11ion and 1hc Foundauon. Amon~ the numemu.!i; honor~ he rccct\·cd 
include:: tho Robc:n !,lcKch·ei Award and Mano[ tho Y= hooors [mm lhc Dapper Dan C'ub; Wl.5C Gold 
JJtd Bl.ad Actuc,·emcnl /\ward and lhc. College Prc.s1dcnl's J\n:ard. along with lhe WarwoaJ I.Jons Club~ 
C1lv..cnofthc:YcarA~ardm 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons (OVAC 'Family') 

-tr•" T"""'°m (So;io High S,hoo( Clo."' of 1942). ThlS Octogcnanan started roach• 
1ng ptckup girls' ba:llctbwl teams al Barncsiw1llc High Sd1<.iol m 1946whcn there ~ere no 
sdi,Uol-sanclloncd giris' progtam.s ror member schools of lht OVAC. She was a girls' 
phy<1"'1 edacalLon ll:Oehcr ill lh<: ~me. aflcT ha,1nc graduated from Dcmson lJmvcrsll)' 1n 
Gram,Jltc. Ohto. 

Tlmmoo,; <."OnS1dcrcd. IL part o( her J0b as il phys ed. lt:3Chct ID orpru:tt: ~h.Jlc,tr '11hlcuc 
Learns she could: bcc.tl.lSC she "".uuoJ the ~rts lU h;,.r.,c wtnc oompcuuon und c:,,pcncnc:c lhc 
run or pl3)1ng organ1;,~ -.port,;. S~C: \\-'OOld jmn Wllh teachers rron, other 'iChools. n I.he 
atu. in1creSI.Cd 1n doit1g I.hes.a.me lh.in.g LO scl\cduh: games. T~y also had lO hirtlh6r(M11 
offid.Us and pmt,ldc tr.irisJX111a.Uon to Lhc pmc !i-it.c.\. 

Timmons lcfl tcachine, after l 948 to tc;an nll<lim& ~ farntl): An.er ha\· ng Ollf cluldrcn she returned LO her 
tcadung an~ "°"'hln~ai<er at 8amc,•1llc in 1962. Timmons =hcd, o!lc,b.t l and ba>l.clt,•JI c•cn Lhough ii 

~~t~ ~~.~f~~~Li,~ ~~~~~\,1~~-::.::ic~~ :rrs~~u~~~r:,~~ ::ii:11 
r;hamp.com;h1p tournament ""·hic;h \\-as held .LI. B~nl~nllc I hgh. Timmons~ bil,.d~clb.\111-nd LQC:k: 1,,mtj(wi;:lt 
into lhc 1980''>. but oontmuod her duucs w11h the ,·olle)b:i.111eam unul her relircmcnt from 1cach.ing m 199 , Sbc 
J-.u ""'"'ha.! ,uflb.tl ror '-""' )\:af when her d,,ught<r p/•yed b='1.IC the (;>Jen~ )OUth also wllllla.t Lo wmp,;l<: 
as a member o/ the tr.ck and field team. The school dislricl woold on!)· p,;nnll lhal to happen i'T1mmons coochod 
hoth !;port,;,. \\.h1ch shcdtd. 

fa·tn ltlday, TimmOC'I!; remain.\ cl<»e ICI the Bam~,·illc aJ.hictic pmi;;ram. Thf01.lgh thi.; pa.(;( scac;on. $ihc served a-c; 
the announcer fonhc Shomnxk>" bo)~ and i:,rl, bo.sl.ctbo.11 J:illTICS . ._,well>., forlhc home n,ilcyboll matches. She 
alsoh.l> bccnllleannounu:r and pan of the'""'"'"""' for Lile OVAC ,·o!le)l>IJI 1oomamcntfor mer 30 )"Cal>. wt 
"1ntct. the lhcn fll.)c:lt--O!d Timmons,.,,, "'1led llick Lnto the cow:rung rank, when a.rncs, lie nccdai someone 
Lo bclpout ~ilh the \ollc:)bal -;quad. Asn~ coached Lhc 1-a,,·~ and thamughl> enJoycd the e:\pcncncc. 

1 lcr track icams \\"C!C perennial romcnders for OVAC utlcs .and several \'nllcvball lClms advanced lO 1hc d\,LnCI. 

Bob Burton (Coaches) 

Ro/urt W. (Bob} Burton 4~agnolia H,sh Sc:hool. C'•" of 19571 coached ,cveral 
lipon.,;, at Paden G ty l ligh School, bu1 is most remember ·or a sparl: ing 3X•ycar 
care.er as head lxly!i· ba:.,kctOOt' coach 4 u~J.200 I) where he ama.,l.00 a record or 
554-321 

Dunng hi!r. tcn'1re. U\4;: W, ld(;:.IL!- wc,n 21 ~c;llun~d ch.-mpion~hip,-· eight rcgiorut.1 
Lilies; f1mshod as !II.ate runner-up twir:c (1972 and '82) and '2ptural the Wtst 
\'irginia Cl.us A (hampic.ll\ship twice ( l9'73 and '87). P-<etdtn c~ty had 28 winning 
sc:iwns ;.nder Bunon. including nine 20--win campaigns, and ~on ~1ve OVAC Class 
A ,hampionshil" (!971. ·1s. ·92_ ·93 and "94t. 

Bunon rcccL\.'cd the Wcs1 Virginia "Coach or the Year" honor m 1986 itnd "'as sclccLCd lo coach in the 
OVAC Al -Star Ba!tketbal' Clas.1-1c several umc.\ a.c. well as the West V1rg1n1.1 :--:orth-Sout.h A I-Siar Golffle 
an 1987. He ~-3..c; a member of the West Virgin.a 83..c;ketba l Coaches Assoc auon, the State Coaches 
C'omm1uee and 1hc: OVAC Baliketbiill Ci..1mm1ucc 

Burlon ahoien:cd a_., an a.i;s1st.anl cooch 1n footOO.ll at Paden Cit) for 18 )c.at"i. -.Cl"\·u1g on the Wi dc::i.t..;' 
.,;t.;t'l d!Jnng t~·o .;Lale ch.1mpmn!iih1p scasonr. t 1970 :ind '79~: coached lr:::tck ,.or more th:tn 30 years. 
"'Inning ~.,..c:r.i. OVAC Cl.ass A and (nlr..i•Si:.ttc: Lc:aguc champ1unsh1p-.. 1:o.u;h.W r::roi.~ oounU) ·or 1wo 
,c:.in. an(.! goll lotOl'IC '-Cil'llln· w:>.s a.sti1sLanL bJ.scbaU coac:h lur Lhrce years: and spcnl more than a d"adc 
, ,. achkt1~ d,rcc1..:,r 

As an ath.eLC, Bun.on ~as .t Lhrcc•sport ,11.h etc a1 ~gnol a, carmng all Wcs1 V1rg:ma honon m [oolba.l 
in 195S. At the college lc-.el. he "'"15 also a lhrcc•sport performer. pl:iytng foolbi.l~ al Kent Stale l,;mvcrs1t} 
and then rooib.tl basketbol, ~ 1<:nms after tran,fcmng 10 WcSt Libert} S1a1e College where he graduau:d 
1n 1961. He then received a ma. ... 1er•" dcgrcA: m c.-d~uon from We"' \. t (Gln1;,1 L,n1vcrs1t} t • 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Coaches) 

John "Corlty" \ln,#o, (Maron, fcrl) H,gh School. Class of 1946► n01 onl} ,n,uatcd 
the sport of ,.,cs~1ng at h,s alma mater he quick!) c,;<abhshcd himself as one: of the 
premier mat ccw:hc.., in oonfcrcncc hiskU)·· 

Vrotsoti gu1.dcd the Puq,£c Rider grapplcrs from 1957-08, leading his team IO wven 
conM:Cuu,·c OVAC Toumamcnl ,hamplOnships ( 1961-67) alon_g with s.i\ s:Lraight Ohio 
01slri~tl oumamcnLUl1c'i. I h!. teams C"mshcd l'aJ\ked ·n lhc I.Op 10 in I.ht -.1.atc <fouromes 
(1959. '60. '63 and "64) and the best f,nish al th, slate tournament was a 1flh pla<C 
effort ,n 1960. . 

During :n·~ LCnurc. Vrotms coached 4 1 OVAC champion5 and 41 Ohio Stal.c i: 
Toum;uncnt quahiiicrs. im;lud.rng W stall: p!acc•wjnnc.rs and one slate champion ( . 1S. 
pounder John Scnn:kis i n 1964) Ferry•~ du.al mcc1 record dunng the VroLc.os )·ca~ \\a.\ KS.20,.1 including 
,...bc.l\Cn SC350n< in !964 ond "67. 

The inilJa? indu.;~ into lhc:- ~iartir1s f-cm High School Wrcslling Ha or Fame in 1994 and the 1978 
n::c1p1crtt of I.he OVAC Wrestling Joum:i.mcn1's "Mr. MaL A,,..ard". he sc:J\·cd as coumament d·rcct.or f0< lhe 
OVA C, scclional and diMric:t ioumamcnts after yielding the coaching ~,. 

In additmn to scr\·ing a.-. head wrestling coach, Vrul.so!ti wa.o;: also an a.,-.i~tanl ln fooLoo.11 and track. for the 
Purple Riders. He was on lhc roo1ball c.iaff during Ferrfs run of three consecutive undcratcd sc.asons ( 1959-
61) ond lour OVAC champ1onsh1p; (also 1963). 

As an a1hlc1e he ...,.a., a lhrec•>car letterman m foo1ball artd ba,.ketbal 31 Mari.ins Ferry. Jn rootbal , he ~·as 
a ccnlCr•hncbacker under legendar) ~!\ Fred Thomas, pl3.ymg center and hnc~kcr on the 1944 and '45 
OVAC chiuflp\t)fl,l\rp "'tu.ads. ca.ming all•conrcn:::ncc .. AA" honors as a senior. He pla}cd guarJ in ba.,kclbalt 
under coachc~ Royd Baker al'\d R.iJph GarucU Arter !>Crvrngin the iLnn). VroL-.o~ then aucndcd Wc~I t,.1bcrt~ 
St.a1e College. graduaung 1n 1951. He w.u. a Lhl'Ce-ycar \·an.it) 001ball player for 1hc Hill toppc~ and a mem­
bcf of lWO undcl'caLCd I.Cami\ thal played in bowl game:». (Smoke) Mounwn Bowl J.nd P} th:an Bowl). 

Walter Heil (Officials) 

Walt,, Htil (Bellaire High. Cla.<S of 1923) was r<g:,rdcd as one of lhc de.ans or 
Oh\O Valle) otlic1aung lhank~ LO a grcer that ~p..Loncil !r.<>,nc 38 )CD.~ o.nd mvohctl 
1hrcc spon.-.. 

Ile beg,.n.., • boscboll umpon, 1n 1926 thcn added football ,n 1928 and l>a.<kciball 
1n 19!9, 'IA-ork.a.ng counllc~ games unul firutll) hangrng up hts whistle a1 the age of 6~. 

Heal ollicl.i.icd fou1bull und ~-.kc1b.tll at the h1ih ~hool. i;ollcgutj,c -tnt.J prufcs• 
~ional lc\•cls. Mc •·orkcd fi\·c West Virginia 11 gh Sc~ool S1..a1c Tournamcnl'i, fi.,..e 
Wnt Virginia Calholic H1gtl School State Tournaments and lhrec WC1.t V1tglnia 
Inlcrrollegialc A Lhlclh: Conkrcncc Toumll.fflents. He alMJ olTic.iatcd in the scmi•pro 
Conuncnial Foolba I League, which lea1ured the Whccrng lronmcn. 

He was a member o( the Ohio Valley Board o( Officials. Lhc West Virginia Officlals Association a11d the 
ln1crna<1onal A:»soc1all:0n or Appro,,cd Basketball 011ic13ls and was 

honored for lcnglh or scf\ cc b) c.ath of 1hesc org.1n11.:1uons. 
Arter rctmng a..o; an ae11vc: o ~ <:1a , I lea a.tisumcd the role or commi!t.Ci1oncr or bmh ba:.-.;i.ctbalr .t.nd foot. 

b.il o l1c1a!s for the Oh111 Vallt} Athletic Conference, a pos:tuon he held rrom !96S.70. 
He wa.,- a i.:h.artcr member of the Bella n: Hlgh A1hlc:uc Wall of Fame and the 1998 rcc1p:enl of the 

OVAC -. Robcn Da~o;on Om'"1als'A""'aN. 
llctl ""'orkcd lor Wc1noo Steel C'orpor,,:1,1 on .ind"""!- a rc'l>1dent -v Y1,,1rh•I e unUJ h-. de;11h in lY?O. 

Doug Huff (Medial 

Dt,uB Huff(Mlgnoha Jijgh School. Classol" 1961). This nau,, of :-cw Maruns, 11lc 
has bc:cn ....-ntln8 spans Mncc 1hc age of 12. hu; lirst 'Job" being with I.he Will.ti 
Dcnwcra,. a wccx.ly_papcr m ht:» home wv,:n. H~fljo1nccJ TM ltutlliRtl'&<:~r as assoc1.aLC 
spons cduor in 1967 a pos1uon he heJd unul l978"when he 11.as named il.S that paper's 
!o.fX1r1.'i'. odil.Or'. rcmarurig 1n th.l.l po,;11.mn unu hu1. rctJremcnl m 1999. I le _prcv1ou!.I) wa.o; 
spons editor of the F<JirmtJot 7;,.., .nd "'"''<d on the sport> Slaff of the Domuuon 
~cw~ ,n Morg.1nto .. m. 

Wh c the spon.< chief of 7ltt ht1tl/1gtnctr. llulT mg1na!Cd A I-Valley Bo>)< 
a .. kclball .u\d 8.scball ,ckx:uon, m 1968. p!u, the OV A!l·Spott,< S.hool ..,d AlhlcLC 
Aw;uds o.nd lhc Al'-OV Scholar-i\LlllCIC sc:l«uons. He oompili:d Ohio Valle) and West 
\ , rginia rooonls tor ootboll basketball ond bo.,cball.alung with h"tonc.ll rnatcnal on OVAC 'Chools. coach• 
c.s ond athlc1es. SU1cc 1979 he has been the E"x:uuvc Sccrc~-•rcr or \he w.v.. Sport, Wn1<:.-. 

~~1~rt~r ~~~ i~~
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Sp:>rLS Wntcrs Assoc1at.on. 
Among Lhc numerous honors he has ach1e¥cd include: mducoon into 1hc \:auonal l ligh ScOOOl Sport...,, Hall 

of Fame ( 199'J}; Mate sport.~ wnt£.r of Lhc vcar mnc umcs Wc'i-l Virgm1a t:mvcr.it, School of Jourrial ~m P.I 
Recd Life Ach,cscmcnt Av.·ard ( !999) ~nol,._ H1~chool Alhlcuc 800<1<:rs L,fc Acluc,·cmcnt Aw-,d 
g~tR~~ ~~\!:1~c;ar~~~~~ 11e M<r<: ~ ,\w::ird (199'2): l,ppcr Oh1n VaUcy ~ppc:r Dao 

!le is the •ulhor of S"ports n Wes\ Virginia. '"A Pi<UX,.I H,su,ry·· 1979) and olso of the :Sauonal H,gh 
Sc:hool Foo<boll and Baskctb.tl Record Books (200' -2002). Doug also co-aulhorod "H"" to Watch Sport., on 
TV .And En)Oy It"" SU1c<: 1975. he: has bc<n • high school oonmbutmg cd11or of S11cct and Smith m•ga,mc 
and com.pd~ Lhell' ~•!oea.-.;oo school.boy All•Amcnca team,;, r(l( fml.ball, boy5· ba.1'1.:ctball and l:n'\Cba.l~ 

!~hg~ut ;~ir:u~~ ~t}~~l~e =~i~tr~ S~~d~tc~~ ~ -~~':l~C::n~l~•,~~-11°:i':f~~ 
bad::rtb.tl sclccLmn5 ,or Pa.raac .ind F.J\ Spon'i. 

George Strager (Coaches) 

C-,,it S'1Cftr (M<Kccsport. Pa. High School. Cl._., or 1943) h,sof1<:n been c;ollcd 
the "de.LR •• d OhCo Vallc:y high ~h°'ll fo(\l'billl ~l'lcs thank,; to a h1ghl\·•-sUC4..-cssful 
c.arccr I.hat lipanncd ;'l()mc 38 )<:ars (1950~87) at nc d1!fol'CTII !.Choo[\. f-re posLCd a 
career coaching record of246 " in1', 115 ios...-.c., and 15 tic,- wh;ch sLIXda., the all lime 
vaJlc) nx.-ord unbl eclipsed • n 2004 b, Ja\. Ci!"OO!'l.:I of Woudsficld/~nruc c~ntr.11. 

Strager's ~ching career begun in 1956 at tiny S1stco;\·1 c High School. compiling 
a 42·22-3 record in SC\·en seasons there and lcachng 1hc Tigeri to the West V1rginia 
Cl~'$A -.i.atc ~hampions.hi_p in 1953. He: mo"·cd on to Cl3rksburg Xotrc Dame High for 
foor )Car> as head rootboll aod bos~tball cooch ( !957-60). goong 24-10 on the gnd­
iron a.nd leading the ba.1;kctball team IO the Wes1 V1riirua Cla-.s A iiatc ~m:finol.ls. :,O:c11.t 
c.,unc a lhrcc.yca:r sl!nt al Wheeling Ce111r:1.I catholic (1961-63) ~h1ch fo.:uunxl L\1,.0 undc(catcd rcgulM 
s.ca.wni; and a mark or 2l-9•l The 1%2 team lo'il to Ch.irlcs.ton Cathohc 111 the an.augur.a.? Wcsl V1rgima 
Calhohc State Champ1onsh1p game, bu1 the next )'car SLtager•-. !Cam ~vcn~ that lcxs lO wm lhc cmwn. t.Jp 
nc-~l wa.,- ;i r,,c.yt..ir stay at Cimbndge I hgh (1964-68) prn,1.ins a 25--23.f record. 

He I.hen begun a lcgendar) 19-)Qr run at SL Cla1r.,villc High m IQ69, turning h1s lntdcmark ·•bcJI~· ;cJ'lci"' 
\oa rc.:ord ol IJ4.Sl-91hcn:. H1, R~ Dc,·il 1e:1m, po,ted thra: undcfc•tcd sco.,on., (1969. '71 and 85)and 
the 1983 "lu~ canted the <ehrol"s <ir,;1-cvcr tnpto the OHSAA pl•~off, •nd the 1986 i<am ad,anccJ 10 the 
siale .. m,r.nals before losing• hcan-brc.lkcr to Chagnn Falls KcnSIOn. 

Slfilg:cr•s lop honor.- included mducuon into the OJuo High Set\oot Foo1bal Coaches Hall or Fame 1n 

1998. Oh,o Valley Football Coochcs Assoc1allon Hall or F:unc m 1991: sclccuon as OVAC Cooch or the Year 
n 1979and "87: and rccogn,uon b, the Dapper Dan Clubof lhc I.JppcrOh,o Valley ,n 1992. He also eoo<hcd 
n he OVAC 1\ !•Scar Ch.ant) Football Cla.~-.n: 1w1cc:: (197! and '87). 

A gr~ual<: ol Sal,m College. S1r.>ger po.sscd •way ,n 111110. bu1 h>< memory ,,..c, on ,n the rorm or the 
George Suugcr :-.1cmonal Football Camp and Sehoiarsh1e Program .i..; wet as the '"GOOfge Strager ~venmg 
v,.alh the Stars'' dinner held 1n 1.'0nJuncUon .. -uh lhc OVAC Chant) All-Star Foo1ball Classtc:. 

Chester Grossi (Officials) 

Clwur Grassi (Weir l-~h School. Cl;iss of 1940) bcpn offic1aung m 194'2, claim• 
1ng LO be "drafted'• into o1Tic1aung b) fellow honoree Walter Hetl because ntan) offi• 
ciails had bee~ losl due to 1hc m.ihwy dr.iJ'L 

f lis lo\C ol :,ipotL., saw ham cn1cr lhc~orlc.lof offici.aLing. no1 only in fOOLball. butaJso 
·n bu.~kctbal and ba.~ba.11 He re~~ from officiating in 1987 after 45 )<cars. During 

~~im~!jr\"=~frn:"',~~~nd
Ji~~

0r:}::=~ta1:':S~~t~c~~~:: t~ 
Vuginio C.U,o!i< S<al<: baskctboll and fOOlball playoff games a; well as games ,n lhc . 
Wc.,,;t Virginia lntcrmllcgiale Alh{etic Confcrcn(:c and tltc Llnl\Cd E-oolba.lr League. I-le 
·!- a 11 c member of the Ohio Va!lc) Board or Officlal§ and Lhc Wcsl Virg1ma. Football 
~ Baskelball Oflk1als" A<SOC1aUon. He wa.s lhc 1997 =ip1m1 or the OVAC"s Robert Dawson Offiaals" 

A~-:~:ihtC: ~~ &~ ~= ?::~r~: ~lf~,n ~~i from 936-39 and dunn lN1 umc the: 
Red riders 1.-on 27 ,uuiglu game,.! le m:civcd a fOOlball sch_ oi.mh,p 11:1 Wc,.t l,bcrt) Sl>le Coflegc whc,c hA: 
played for Coach Joe Bancll in •941 and after World W.11 I 

He graduatcd from Wcs1 Llbcn)·with a bochclor's degree 1n pohucal science. rc1um1ng LO Wc•r H gh School 
a.s a lcai;hcr ;wd assistan1 <:OtaCh. He leh lhc cducanon Jfctd to en1cr nlo the m'vcslmcnt .tnd insurance business 
in ]960, He rcmaii:,~acti,·c ln m~} ci111c f,alJ;:rnal and scn,1ccorgaruMt.1l.uns. ~{c s prc,;,uJe,uorLhc Wetnoma.n 
Lodge of lhc h.ahan Son" and D.tughtcrs of Amcnr::a ~e~ on the BOidrd or Du-ccto~ of lhc f-=ratcmal 

f~~laH~:~ J~~~~n;~::1 ~~in~~l5f~~~3~m:r~Ji:~ ~da~f ~~~r:t f,'~ ~:2, 
OcgfC.C': a life member of Post JO of the Amenc.m Legion, board member of Camp Fire L:SA. the Wetnon 
Elk.\· and 1s a member of the West J.~bcrty Stale' Ulllc,sc k>undalion'i. Finana; Comm1Ucc, Ha.I I of Fame 
Commll.tcc H1 ltoppc~ Athlet.u; Club~ a tire member of the Alumni A~SOC"1auon. 

He was mduct.cd into the West Liberty State College Hall or Fame and was honored b) Ute West V1rg1ma 
~orthcm 

Alex Groza (Athlete - t940sl 

Alu Gro-.A (Mortin.< Fcrl) High School. Cla.,, of 1944 Thi< 6- oot-7 220-po•ndcr 
lcd th,; Purpfc Riden, IQ '"O sttaigh1 ul\dcfca1cd rcgu!ar sc.iSOns n baskctbal and to 
the Ohio stale tuLtmament bolh \caN. Maruns Ferry l1ru~hcd 24-1 in 943 and 2&I the 
foUow1ng sca..'°n. The Purple~ Rufcrs won the l'ir..l OVAC Cla~ AA basketball 
championship m 1944 as Gro,.a S(.'On:d a 11aUey n:t:ord 628 pomLS (a mark 11:icr broken 
bv 2004 OVAC llall or F,1mc ioductcc Ken Alessi) Gm,.a MX>rcd 41 ,·~. T LOns\.· ,llc. 
I ie ~;JS :.u\ all-oonrcrcncc :.nd .a.ll-Oh10 l";rst I.Cam sc:lccuon. 

Ak-( was the lop scorer and rebounder on the t:111,·ers11~ of Kc1111.1d:)' 's .. F.abulous 
Hvc," ~hich won baclr:Ao-back SCA/\ Ulksrn 194K.and '4C/, with Gro,.a bcmgnamOO 
the loumamcnt MVP bolh vcars.. H.: was a thrc,e:-umc .all•Soulhcastcm Confercnct: 
..:hoi1.'C' and a h'-o-limc wn'i\C;,~U) All ,Amencan. He scL 22 1nd1v1du.a.l SEC n:cords. Groa sll ( r.mks liC\·enlh 
on Kcntudcy's aJl.1imc scoring lis1 v.•1lh I ,744 poml'i. A!cx's :cr.;cy number t l5) wa.1t rcbrcd by the sc-hool 
Groza and four or his UK 1cammatcs - R.Jph Bc:¥.fd. W~la~ Jonc:s Chi~ Barlcr and KeMy Rot ms 
won a gold med.al a.'i L.S. Olympian~ Jot the: London Oamcs in 1948. Gro,.a, n l~9. wa.c; named I.he I (cm~ 
Foundauon Baskctbal P1a}crof the Year. Ina !9SOA..oc1a1cd Pn:ss nauon\\tdc pol al sporLS wnic.-. select­
ing lhc lcaLfrng Jthlctcs or the half,cc.ntury. Alc:c. was chosen as one ot the: ,.,..c top-rated basltc1b.t playen,. 

In lhc ;,,"BA. Gm,~ a'Cra~ 22.S po,nL< 1n '30 pro go.mes with tlx: !nd,anapohs Olympian, in !950ond 
'51. Hccoachcd Bcll•rm1nc: (Ky.) Col.cg, ,rom 1959 Lllroagh 1966. The school hod nc,cr won, baske1ball 
championsh1p before Gro1.1.'s 1cnu~ He led lhe Kmghto;: Lo lhe Kcnu11;ky lnlcf'l..'Ollcg1a1c A Lh!el..lc Coofetcn(.-c 
regular season and IOumarnent t1Lle 1n 1963, ~1cr Yi h1ch he wa..~ named 1hc league COilCh o( the ~gr 

Gro,..a later scf\00 as busmess rrumagcr md then assistant to the ~s:idenl of the ABA's Kcn1uck~ 
C-olot'1C '!i bcrore bccomu,g ~ner:i.l manager of llle S311 Dlcgo Conqu1c;l.lekm; un1..11 llle (ranch,~ folded. J le 
lhen scf\cd a1- GM of a professional vollc)'ball team for one year before JOJnmg Rc)nold5 ~1ccals m 1977 a."' 
a reg1ori.a! s:J.!c.,. manager. 

Gl'O/.a dlcd or iung cancer at his home m San Diego on January 21 995. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete - lllSOsJ 

Chllrks/ .. "Ch,u:k''Howy(WarwoodH,gJ, School. Closs of 1954) was a first= 
ail-Wc>1 Virg1n1a and ,JJ.QVAC ""'kle n 1953 He lcll.crod n 1>0lb;u , busketblll and 
tuscb1U.As a lecnagcr he al'iOoompctai for.ui mdcpcnden.LA l•Amcnca bo)·s J)n1• 
nastJc5 group 

The Wot V1rginfa. University graduate i!I sull lhc only ~ountainccr athlete to lcucr \n 
live ,sports -football, gymna.,Lics. WTQ.1l ing. lrJCk: and swimming. (n football he played 
guard. ccnLCT, and linebacker while camms A -SouLhcm Con"crcncc aurcls three 
liU-J.ight ~·cars. Alc.o I.he long \Rilpper on spc:aal 1cam~. l kw. Icy \\·as sclCCLOd a.Ii .a lh1rd­
Le.i.m Alt·Amcrir;an hj:i,. 'iCI\U)J ye.tr. Howley. al 6-2. 220 pt,und'i. \i.a...; c;onsidcrQJ ll.1 be 
one or lhc fo.sle...;;t hncmcn m WVU history. He "-Lartcd m lhrcc college all--sw i;amcs -
East-W~l Shrine Game Scniot Bowl and lhc College Football A ~I-Star G;1mc. He lcucrcd or ll'le 
Mounlalncc"' oo the trampoline ·n gymna.•ilics, a hcavY\\'cisht in wrc.0ro:LJing, sprinli:.r and wcighlmnn in rack 
anJ a dh·cr \n s"' imming.. In 1957.1-k~•cy was sclccled a~ lhc: W~L Virginia AmalCur Alhlctc or lhc Year. 

f le ~.-a.."' an :,,.a-•"1., fi rs.t round draft choice{ l~SHJ of the Chicago BeaB - only the lhird Mounlalnixr -~lcct­
cd in the opr.•ning roul'ld, He pla.~ "- l~ al'ld: a h:Ur in Chic:.1.go t:cforc. b:lng s.1dchncd ~ a ~rk.M.!s k.noc: 
1n)Ur) Howley was back home m Wheeling working al a ga.., ,;tauon 1n 196 when lhc cxpan.'\Ion Dallas 
C0\1,t,o~ tr.«l(d 1wo dr.i,ft pjcks ror him The ex-Bea, dcc:ukd to give ll one more try and 1,1i,·0W1d up >t.lrting 
at outside incbackcr 12 )"Cars for Lhc Cowboys. earning al -pro laurcl5- six umcs. He starred in Lv.·o Super 
Bowt~. The l'171 r;amc ~w I lowlc)· inccrcc;x two Jlil-"'!'.C!i and recover .a ·11mble to cam MVP honori:. 111 .>. 
~C).13 lo.-s to the Balumorc Cohs He rcmams lhc only pla)cr on" )using learn to be scloclcd as the Super 
Bo"' I'°" mOf>t valuable player. In 1'172. he helped Lhc Cou.·bo)S \I.in Super Bowl VI 0\"Cr Lhc Miami Dolphins 
by inLCrcc:ptin.g; Bob Gric-.c pa.1os. lo~ up a LOuchdo""·n. 

Huwlq is -r member of the West Vfrsinia Sporb Writcr:i Aswcialioo. WVL:, Lipper Ohio Valle) Dapper 
Dan Club and CH)" cl Wheeling halls ol fame. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete • 1960s) 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez <Athlete -1970sJ 

John Fillia (:-.t.gnolia lligh School. I ffl). Th.c first OVAC •thlctc lo cam AII-W. Va. 
first LC.lm honors 1n (OOlbalJ, baskc1balt .ind b.1.o;cmll also scl an :--;CAA pass rcccInng 
n:corJ. ~ M~hall l,;ni,cr~il\. 

'-:1cknamcd '"Fu,.1_y .. bcciusc rL lu!i bush) red hair I.he Slue Eagles' w1Je rcccl\"er• 
dcfcnsi"·c back led the Ohio Va.UC) in pa..._-. rcccl, ing yard, tus .a.\l 1"-'0 !IGl~s and cndal 
his ~r "ilh 8t ta\chcs ""or 1.434 )4nh an~ 16 lOuchdowns in rtgutar SCMOn play In 
his ~,uot sca.1-0n, ~agnol a M-'ent 10.2 v.1th a swc Class AA runncrup r,ni!>h LO 
Ra,cnswooJ. 

He ICamcd with Magnoli•• al •<iatc quaru:rbock Brion Book 10 lead the W. Va. 11!1• 
S1.aJ"1i IO a \'1ctory m·cr Ohio in the annual OVAC A -Sw, game a1. Wheeling Island. 

In ba>kc1ball. thc guanl a,cragcd 19 points• game and camcd oll-,iatc hono<> aftcr the Blue E.,gle> were 
:\We .. AA .. nmncrupto Gary. 

In 1ia..,.i:.,1 , 1hc ou1f,cldcr bwucd .352 anJ <-omplc:<cd hi, aJl.,,..r 1n'c.u ,.,,h All-Valley. and ,u.,..ic 
hooms i ~ throe sporu.. . _ . . 

Rccl'\JllCd for IOOlbal b)· ~arshaU, West Virgirua, V1rgnu.a Toch, Pm m>d Penn Slal.c, the 5-1 l._ 175-p.,undcr 
sigf"!OO ca.rty with WVU, but op(Cd for Marshall ~here he led I.he Thundering Herd in ~ rQC'Cn"il'l_g for roor 
slr.:ughl )caJ'"i and"\CI school rCCOfd.~ wuh 168 ca1£hcs ({')( 1.'l54 yards and 14 T□s. fh rca:puon tor.al ranL:cd. 
at the time, cighlh. among all-time ':\CAA Di\ ision l rccci"\·crs. Slarung four years. ht' sci a lhcn-~CAA record 
b) cat.chins. pa:.s.so irt 42 ~ltaighL games. He btokc 1he matk SCl by Hei!iman Trophy "'·inner Johnn~· Rodge(!, 
from :,,.:cbr .. 1.ska. Auuxnob1lc bumper stidcn. supporting Lhc police ,,:bowed up al HcnJ gamo. ~ here lhcy hau 
a dlfTcrcnl meaning. They read: "[ Lm·t the Fu..-.1.:• Th<: team co-cap.a.in v.'as a lll>'O-Limc All-America honor­
able men Lion choice and a firsl IC.am :--:ali,mal lndcpcndcnl A It-Star honoree. 

Finic1.also "'-as -sclcclCd a1; the sl.31cAmatcur AlhleLC or Lhc Year in J'I76. In 1985, he was induc1cd inlO lhc 
Mari,;hafl ALhlcLJc l lall of Fame. fillict: currcnLI) resides in Dcl.a"'arc, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athltte - 1980sJ 

lJu l.>avis (Wheeling Park Hi&h School, Cla.<5 of 191!I) The flr>t OVAC girls' ath• 
lcJC LO cam fi~l team AII-W. Va. honors three times scl Ohio Valle~ and stale ~coring 
record!- M-'hich n:m.11n on the bool.:s :iflCr .1 quancr of .a ccnlUI)'. O.cr:ill. s.he scl three 
OV and t.hn:::c W. Va. scoring stand.anJi.. 

A thrcc-yc.irWh.ccling Park slandout. she scored a school record 1,854 points includ­
ing 716 for .1 325 ai·cr.i.,!;C .1.'1- ii senior. She 'tit.a,-. named st.aLC •'Pl.a,)Cr or lhc Year" and 
capLain orlhc CJa.1;sAAA all-s.taic team forth.c 19MO sc:i.«>n. She scored aschool-tce0fd 
55 points n. Weirton Madonnll and set a ii.Lale loum::imcnl Class AAA scoring n:uJrd 
which rcmams on lhc books after 27 yea~. She u.Uicd 43 point1o "-~. Grccnbncr E.u.1 3s 
a sophomore in 1978. In t~o !ital!: loumamcnl g.amc; that )car. i.hc scored 76 J:Xl'nh 
including 13 or 14 rr<c throws 

DJ.vis led Patk L03 state:: Cla..,~AA/\ runncr-u.p s.pot a.-. :i senior when she ahvcharlOO 104 !>LC.ah,, 71 as:rii!ib 
and tr7 rcbound5-. ,\fl.Cr the season. she wa.,; MVP 1n the sl3tc Sorth•South same where ~he scored 30 points. 
She earned All-America mel'\tioo in SLCCCL &. Sm11h's and Con\·en.c magvJncs. 

Al Park. Davli al~ sLilmX! a..~ a pil,ChCl'-'!ohoJ'lstop on lhc rirsl vmlty ~lba0 tc.atm; and earned all-sl.i11C 
recognition from the W. Va. Coochcs Associ.alion. 

She signed .t. b:;ls~tball scho!o1.rsh1p Lo Tennessee Tcc.h where she played for lwo sc~nJ bcfo~ fim~mng 
her college _career at Wcsl Vlfl:,inia Unn,crsil~. In her two sca."i4.m~ w1lh UlC ~ouncainccrs. she served as ~m 
co-c:;1.p,,.un m 1986 with Gcorg~rm Wells. lhc fif"'§I worn,;in IQ dunk in a co(lcgc basketball garne. In Da\'ls' 
junior sta.M>n, WVtJ rccordo..l 11s so..-ond-e,cr ~-win season wiOi o 20-IO mark. 

ShoaJ,oplayed bo.skc1boll with a t;.S. AII-Sw tcam in Englo,,dand """°d Jj;) poinL, ro, a 21.4 .-·cragc. 
Da,i!, has romplclCd her !3th )car as head girh • basketball <..°ODCh at her Jlm.t mater P-.uk. She hib guiJcd 

lhc P:ltriolS in LO :\111; slate tournament-. and won bock-10-back Clas$ AA/\ dwnp1onships in 1998--99 and 
bo.:ame \he fir.-:.l rem ale lo ""in Lhc all-spo1u "OVAC Coach of the Year .. aw.1nJ. The Whcchn.: resident 11!~1 
coochcs sof1ball. 

Dick Miller (Athlete - 1950s) 

Lance Mehl (Athlete - 1970s) 

I.a.nu Mrhl (Bclla1rc High School. Cla.<i.s of 1976). A 1hrcc-.spo11 Ltatrt c.apLain ror 
the Big Reds, Mehl v.·as al,o an All-Valley football hnebackcr and baseball firsl !we· 
m.m a, well a,.'i. a ccntcr in OO,,.kctb3IL 

He <Sltncd AII-Oh,o rOOlboll honoB ror coo,;h Jol<c Olsa,sky wlu)e ,;i,r,,ng as co­
t;apl:lin of I.he l975 t~m \\o"hich wcnl 9.J, I le pl;iycd 1n lhc Ohm ~orth-Snuth game in 
Columbus :ind turned ltl a !iipatldjng dcren~1\·c effon for lhc Sou1h all-s1.ars. 

Rccru11cd by Penn State l.:m\.·er.-i1y ror football, he \\:as cited b) coach Joe Paterno 
and dcfons:i,.-c coordinalor Jerry S:mdusky as .. one or Oic best inside lincbackt'n,'' C\-ct 
IO pl.>.)" Jar UnebacJ.:er U . 

Mehl was the leading L;l(:kl-:r ;or I.he unbc:.llen 1978 ~iU-iln)· Lion learn wluch bowed 
to Alabama, 14-7 • n lhc Susar Bowl and probably e<lSl PSt; from being dccl.tred t1.11tio~ (:h;ampmn. In lhat 
game, he led Uoo dc{cndc~ wnh 17 lilOS)S, including 11 unai.slSLcd iackles. 

Ahcrtkat/·umorsc.iM>n. he wa..-. named the ·•.\fan of the Year" by I.he UppcrOht(> Valle) Dapper D.>.n Club 
and is one a onl)' thm:: colic~ alhlcLCs to rtcc1"·e thal ,hortor. 

The PSU defoni,;"vc co-c..apt.3m ah,o led the Lions m tacklc.<i. a.\ .a !-Cnior and earned !-COOod Lc.lm All• 
America honors by The AsS4,JCialcd Prrss and Linjtoi.J Press lntcmalJon:.Li 

Mehl "''.l.\ draJ)cd in lhc :--:A .. 's lhird round by the New York Jets and played nuu: )Qrii: before h1-. career 
.-.'as cut 'ihort w11h a rccumng kn~ inJury. 

He "a." Lhc Jct~• JC3d1ng defender fmm 1982-86 before ,1 knee tl'\JUI)'. The Jct1;· dcfcnst\C signal-caller 
rcc<>nlod 1"72 IOllll lO<klcs (Jo.5 solos •nd 67 as,isl>) in 1984 Jn 1983, hcintc=?(a! se,cn pas,cs:ind picked 
orr IS c.arccr tn1e:ttp1ions. 

Mehl wos sclcclCd lo the Pro Bowl after the 1985 sc.,on when he recorded llS tackle>. 43 osmt, and 
Lhrcc p.1.~~ intcrccpuon.,. 

Afk:r his :-.=A.. tartt"r ended. h.c n::turncd lo the Ohio Valtcy ;tnd r'Csi~ i:n SL ClaiDv1llc. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete. 1980s) 

Brian Swish<r (Sislermllt High School. Class of 1982). The S-7. 14S-pound 
d~namo bcc.tmc the linlit thrcc-l1mc flr.-1 "tCam AU-W. Va. football hono.-cc in Tyler 
Collnty u he led SistCr!\lllc High 1.0bac\:-k>■l:m:k:,;;t.atc Clas"'Acharrtpiunships 1n 19&:J 
and 'Ht. 

SY1ish.cr lat the Tigers UJ a 13-0 ft(urd in 1981 a'i he sc:Lan Ohio Valley ant.I W \'.a. 
J'O.Xln! for scoring b) a (incman "ilh 26 touchdovwns (rccc1vmg, ru,;hmg. return.,;) and 
156 pcKn.ls. He ¥loot$ runn.cr•up fof lhc KcMcdy Aw.11'd as ~tale pl;a~cr of lhc yc.ar and 
wa,; accorded the Hunt A\l.ard .as "S(alc Uncman of lhc Year 

He set ~n and career pass reccmng m.arb in the O.tuo Valle) itrld a"·crJgcd 39.2 
yards on kn:kc..lIT rctums and 20.2 yards on ponl rcu.1ms. l-le ~llit> "'":l" producuvc on cnd-:u"OIJnd ru.-.lung pla)'I-, 

S\\-ishcr. who set an OV l'C(.-ord b) c.alCh!ng pil'iSCS in 36 oonsccu1J1,·c games - e\'Cl")I game he started. Has 
carocr regular c;c-..ison l<llah: w~ 126 ~pl.ion~ fm 2.l74 yd.J'ds and 23 T~-

Hc led the OV in r<:gular season P"" nxx:l'·ing yards for 19\j() (68 I y-,rds on 47 cak:hc•) and I 981 (906 
).ud> and 14 TD-< on SJ ,=puon,1. As a sophomoct he t,ndcd Z6 ))iL<-.C.s for SH2 y.n,Js. 

S\lt,,·1◄..hcr "as a thrcc•umc All-0\l'AC illld All•Vrutcy honoroc as well as all-Wes1 VitgJma throe umcs. 
In the ~pring. he oompctcd Ln tr..sck .i..~ a 100 and 200-mctcr ~pnnicr. long Jumper and rcla> member. I-le 

won c1gtn indJ"idual mewls m llucc s1..1.tc Ch1-.s AA meets - an~, in lhc JOO as a sophomore. sI11. seconds 
and a third, and wa.<1. a member of a fo~l pl.x.-c 4x l(X) relay team. E[e tied a st.I.IC meet AA 1O).mctcr record 
"'ilh a 10.9♦second mark in the 1981 ln.il-.; 

I le 1;igocd a foo1b.l_l ~i:.,;holan.h1p "wilb M~haJI t:nivcr.i1ty .and pl;iy~ four ~'iOn~. inc l.ldmg 1hm;:: yea~ 
as a stanm~ "'·1dc J'CCCJ\'Cr. He lanJoi.J 106 p-,:as,;cs. from 1982-85 for J.617 )ard'i am.I 14 1ouchd°"" ns. He ~as 
Man.hall'~ leading receiver in 19K3 v-1th 32c:atchcs for 560):ud~and three scores. He al!iOwa. .. .a I lcrd t.rack 
sprinter. 

S\lo asher Ctltrcl'ILI) residc111 Jn l..cW1'i Ccnlcr, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete. 1990sJ 

ro-/::f ~:=[!~B~~l~h~ ~i~ ~~~tc~:~"~r~nJ,~!~~~ Rcdj' four-spun.-. pa· 
The mcrctJry-hcclcd ",Sc rca:1wcr ""'llS an AU-Ohio ~nddcr for «:oach John Mag1:;tro 

~~1!:y ~kJd?.™ ~~i~~i~ic?~; ,f;•;~~~lf s~:w~,. J~~~:on~ra~~ 
L,aguc. 

GaJlo""J.Y rev.rote the Ohio Valle} record books for p:iS.li rtceLving )a.rds \.li1.th 2.332 :utd 
t.ouchdt.M n rea:pLiuns wJth 27. Ht: ended wilh I~ curcr:r c:.w;:h~. Ttu; S-9 c,plosh'C game• °" 
~~~ ~i~ ~~9~ ~~~!.1

~traa~~~:-A r~
1
~

I~\~1t= f3T~I~~,JL 
Gal~a.y wa..-. a lhnx,.umcAll•OVAC and All-~ honoree and y.a_,;; namal AU-Ohio ~nd team ln 01\·i,;;;nn 
II( as a senior. 

In bJ.-.l.:etb.111, he ~a., JUst :t.o!ii dom111.111ng il.\ a poinl gu.:>.rd. Gallo"'-ay wa.i;; a is:l.atlcr for Lhrcc stralg.ht OVAC 
ehamp,onsh1p teams ro1 coach Gene ,\mrn1ran10. Ho earned Al!-OVAC. All-Va!lev and All-Ohio honors. 

The spnng11me s.aw G..Lllo.,.~,.1,~ ~c Lhc 81g Rab: '12' an mliddcr oo lhc bascfull diamond. bul 11 w.s.,,; on lhc 
~,al where he made an even bagger impact Galloway claimed the sutc D1ns1on II !DO-meter 3nd 200Sl.3lC !i-pnnl 
titles a.-. a scmor 

iroJ~c
8
!~!:~o:,U~ .:!': ~W~a~~"Ton~~l =~r"~

1
~ j~n~~~~~~~~~ 1::n ~=~~~~1~; 

946 \'ards. I Ii-. c;nccr tolals al Ohio St.I.le were o;J roccptio11~ for I.K94 \."ard"i ~d 19 r&~ Oailo"·av Cinishcd 
wuh ·2.154 all-pu~ )aRiS and '\\-&S the lCam's co-captain in 1994. He ias an All-Big Ten Ac.ldcrruC hoaoroc 
m 1991 1993 :md J99•1l•h1lc ""1TlCIJ lhc :--:auunaJ Foolbwl Foun<l:Jlmn Scholanh1p in 1994. lie c.uncJ a degree 
n bu.,;,in~....,m;vkclJng. 

GallO"a) was Jheaghlh o,erall'/1ck 1n the 19')4 :--:FJ..Dr,Jt, He pl•)·cd rive seasons .. ,th theScaha\\ks, caICb· 
mg 2K3_ pa.,~ for 4.457 )cll'ds an 37 TDs. In ha!!- best ~-.on n Seaulc. he oollarcd T.? _p3."-'iC:'li: for 1.049 yan!s 
and 12 TD,. He left Sm!tlc for the Dal!as Cowbois and IS now a member of Jhc Tampa Ba) 8uccanoc:rs. 

Class 
of 

2006 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coaches) 

Pou/"Bud" BiJJiard CWcl sbul'JHj)l)t School Class<>! 19S91.flcad 000<:h ai Brooke 
llil!r:i Schooil rar 23 -.ca.~n<i {L9'79-201li) where he «tmp1 cd .a record ot . MS 'wi n"'i, 79 
Jcicats antl t ti~. ~ tht'- :1pan, B11Li..tn.1·,. Brti~n~ ""~ lhrcc W~ \11-.,iM Clas, 
AAA sr.:1c ch.mpi~shlp'.t - 198.5, l987 and 1990. Uis 1987 and '90 po"-crhouscs 
recorded pcrfca l"'OCOf'd seasons and bo!h ~·ere a.z..:icnally ra·kod The l987 team f•­
i~'><J 25 .. is"" ooonll} \\ ru le 1k 1990sqi.>dended up 1B 2lt<I place. I~ 1994, B- e 
also ended the campoign wilh a I0-0 JCCoro but lost 1n the ,io1c playoffs. fif~n of his 
23 Bruin tc.1.mli punu:ipalcd in the post-~n pfa)·offs and s,c-.~n made !.he sl.1~ i.:ham• 
pionship game. Also. B,lli;u'I) coached lhe green and gold 10 seven OVAC Class AA AA , ..-•• :5 
Di,·ision championslup,;. He coochcd in ,~,, Rud_}° Mumlo)· OVAC CJ,aril)· All•SLar 
F'oo1ba games and in three West V:rginia ~ onh,Soulh Game~. He was among the foundrng members J.nd 
pasl ~1dcri1 of lhc Ohlo Valley rt"l.,tbal~ Coach(:-. A~..oci311on for whom he ali.o w:i..; ch.airman ~f the 
group's annual awards winner. He also asi;:l~tcd "n organitJng I.he OVFCA\: Oinic:r. and Prospcc;t '\:ghts. 
81l illtd'~ Brooke cou.ching carccr a.Isa indodcd cigh1 >"~ au.n assistant in foocball. t""o years as a " ·rcs1f ng 
as.-.i'ilant. si:\ }'i:ilrs: as h"ad wrc:stling c~h and lhrcc. yea.rs ali head i.rack coach. Prior IO Brooke:. he spent 
rour )cars as .in as.'iistant in football at Whcding Central, two )·cars as a ,·olunlccr assislant ·n "'C'C'slling and 
th!'CC \"C-...T§ .as head l~ck co.ach. 

While a11cnd1ng We!l,burg High S..hool. he p!,)cd fo•r yc.,r,. or '001t,;,. an~ leucie,J lhrcc years, ,cn,,ng 
as team captain in 1958. He pla,cd baseball lhr<:e ,.,.,., c.urung lwo leucr.;. Al Wost Liberty Sblc College. 
811ltard wa.~ a four-year ,·arsuy reucnnan m roo1bah playing on bath the oITcnSJ.vc and defensive lines. After 
I,§ ~unIor~at,0n, he camcd liNt-t.=m A II-WVIAC l.aurcti. 

Among hJS al'ards ar<:: Ohio Valle), OVAC and West v :rg,n,a Coach of lho Year Lppcr Ohio Voll<) 
Oappct Da• M.:.an .ol the Yc:ar: Carl Ham1~ Coaching Award, S1.eubcnn ~le MtxKC Lodge Coach. ~>f thc Year, 
WcS1 l.Jbcrt) Sl.ltc College Athlolle Ha,I of Fame. 20050h10 V,Jlc) Foo1ball Coaches H"11 ol F•m• 1ndue1er;:: 
H V Corcoran Sr A~ard (or lhe Brooke l oo1bal program bnngmg nauonal attention lo 1.hc Ohio Va Icy iUld 
a 2005 rcc1p1cnl r:/ the Wc,,.t V tgJnla Athlcuc Coaches A,;,,.~.auon\ Rcur-cd Coaching: Award. 

Matt Gaudio (Athlete. 1990s) 

.'II.a Gaudu, (Brooke High School. Clo." o( !991). This nu,d illhlelc dom1nalal 
the:: Wcs1 V1rg1ma ~cp h.ardwood a'- he wa,; a four-~car -.t..rtcr for lhc Bruins. 

l !c concluded his'sparkl ng Brooke urccr by being named lhe W. Va. ''Player of 
the Year"' as we I a.-1, the G<Uord.dc "tatc .. P1.aycr of the Year•· in 1991. The 6-7 forwatd 
paCC'd Brooke lO records o 19-4. 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 ror a four-)car career mark of 
75-'!!. 

Gaud10 was a lwo-umc all-s.t.ate Class AAA honoree; i.\tld twi~ narm:d to the all­
$L3le 1oum.mc;:11l team He a,·cragt:d 17.9 points and JO.I rebounds as :i sophomore 
and loJlowcd lha, up wilh a slate ChmtAAA-bcsl 24.8 scoring norm as a jumor while 
avero1gjng 11 tcbounc.Js. 

·"' h#, 
-p 

Gauc.ho taPJ)('d his superb prep career with a brill1an1 senior CJ&mpajgn. He a,·cr-.tgcd 243 poinl0t: ;and 
grabbed 1 3.4 rebounds IO repeat a.~ All-OVAC, All-Valley and AII-W, Va.. honor,; ""bile:: being accorded 
honorable menllon AU-Amtm::a. I Cc wa."i lhc rfrst Bnun LO earn fia1 tc3.m aU,suuc in bo)ls· baskelba . 
G.1.ud10 surpassed th<: I ,COO mark in career points ( l.874) and cafte<rcboonds (1,108), both Brum- records . 

He op1ed to cornn,ue his academic and athJc11c career a .1 Penn SL.ale l.:m,·ers1ty, ~here he ~a.~ plagued 
by chrome back problems which. requ._rcd surgcr), in spite or th~ mcd1cal woes. Gaudio endured 10 um 
n a sohd career. During his rcdshin sophomore season. he averaged 9.4 p<nnls and 4.7 rebounds :i game 

and \\as named recipient of lhe Lou Lamie !vlos1 lnspmu.onill Player A~a.rd 
The follu"'•1ng \car he !J:tve(J as '!'iludcnt ass1sl.1nl C'C'fraeh wh,?c compleung his LbcrJI arts dcgn;c ~ 1th 

an cmpha,1"' on a~huecturc. He rc1umcd to pla~ a~ .i. scnIu- an<.! wa, ~oond on the le.tm m ...... u,:ng 111 ,lh 
a )3 I a\·craecd "'"h1lc collected 6.4 rebound~ t l;amc dunng a 2 J.7 n:c;ord ~a.-.on 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'Family') 

Cal Giffut (Bellaire H:5,h School. Clas, or ! 947). One or lhe lc~ndary figure, 

m~~~1;
1h,~¥;1~~ ~~pJ~ccf'aslr:=~:ic~r:d :rl~n ~ ~ci~1~ Cit) School 

01s1nc1 01ffin wa.,;, Ol'le CK I.he fou11dcr.-. anJ the d1ro.tor of lhc famed Bellaire Rcla~. 
Dunng 1L~ 52-}car hist.or}, lh,i; Bc:11:ure Rel.t~'- au.,-~ fflM) c;.,f Ohio'!i ~t athletes 
to the '\'cl~n f-lcJd. Al one tJme. Lhc Bellaire Rcla)s -..1.'i rccognin:d as ~c ~n,d .. 
largest track event 1n the Bucke\e Slate. His teams won fire OVAC and dislrict Lra.Ck 
clla.mptonsh1ps, Dunng his reign: the Big Rcdi. won 58 dual/triangular track mccis. Also 
while at Bellaire. he -scn.·cd as an a.-.sLslant roach in football amt 00.Skctball. 

Giffin\ timc-con,umL?1£ work and contrihution-. Lo the Ohio Valley AlhlcLic 
Conrcrcncc mcludcd a tcnn as t.'.""idr,nt (!973-74) and oomm,,sioncr of !ht football and boskelball off1c1al,. 

lt;1t:.°°oiccdr<:'::,>J'~~iiA~"c~ i~~ "cf~i~Hc !: ~IT~t ;,r~ &s~,h~:rlct 1~ i~ko"i: 
AUllctic Boord, the Ohio High School Coache.,; ASM>CLat1on, the Ohio Foo1billl Coat:hc-1 As..,,xu,uon .i.nd I.he 
~ai,onal Collog,111< Tro,;k ond field Coochos A~<ocaation. lie wo., vou:d 1010 lhe Ohio Stale Tracie Coache, 
Hall of Fame in 1972. Giffin w:,s prc,cn1cd two,wardsof men, from the OHSAA and. following lus<blh an 
1975. he wa, sdcctod for a poslhumous Alumn, Aclue,ement Award by Wcsl l.Jbcrty Slalc College. Giffin 
sco:c:d I.he E.a...;Lcm Ohio Cuich~ As.~-.c1all011 Js prc..<itdcnl a, well as being lhc sta.LC ,·ice prc"idcnt "or I.he Ohio 
/\0t:UC1ab<Y1 of Tr11Ck Coach¢'.. 

Alhlcticallv, C.u "L' a lhroc-,port !eucnnan 1rood,ol , bo.<kclboll one! track) al Bcl!oirc I !ig/1. Ho plawd on 
1he fim B1g·Rcds' foo1ball team to ~man OVAC champ1onslup (1946). He also pla)'Cd m 1he Oluo-Wcst 
Virgmi• All•Star Football Game 1n 1947 G11Tn's career also loo rum 10 lhc :v!onins Ferry School Oistnc1 

St0w~\11fc ~g~u~~~j f_!:~~-~ ~d~=~dc~~:-~ro~.u~~~i!~=: ti:r"g1
!:;1~ 

lie received 11.s B.A. m Edue>l!on rrom Wo<1 l.Jbcrt) ,n 1951 and hi• !Vbstcr of Art< Degree 1n school admm• 
ISilraUOn from wvu 1n 1967. 

Boyd Nelson (Media) 
lloyd N,lso~ (Bellaire High School. c_._., or 1945). Sclsnn spcnl 41 )"31' o.• • 

phot0graphcr '-'"ith TM 1im~s ILOd~r •• \1artins Ferry . .Fe ow Jt.afrcrs and fnc-nd.s 
have called tum a tonccr. a legend and. pcrh.lps. 1hc grca1c~ oodQ,·ill amba.'i.'wdor 

~:il~~~:~:lp hri~g ~~ ;;~t~ ~~~r: ~~~;::~:·~U:ri ~ti ~m#',Je~:: 
:-:cl1ton, a qu1c:l. ur1a.,;,"'iuming man. let tus camera do his talking or ham . So a."i..'il_gn• 

mcn1 wa.._ IOO big nor 100 menial for ~ d "'iOn. who h.ad the opp;,rtunny to ta.kc pictures 
of scl'en L:.S. prcs1denlS from Hany Truman lhough Ronald Reagan. ~clson eh~­
clcJ ncarh• c\·ery maJor happe:mng throughou1 I.he 01\lo Valle)' and wa.\ a familiar 
and mL1ch:wdcomc l'.acc al high school, college and prof~~ional games arid mal.Chcs 
from 1hc ~t.ut orh,s career m the l.ttc 1()4():. unt1l h,~ n:orcmcnt m IS!kK. As~~~ po1n:n:! nut• b! ■me of 
h1sdcalh Ln 20l3. there wa.<in'I a gymnasium. foo1baJl fi eld OT ~ball diamond m The Ti~s Uad~r s cov 

c~;:.:ar::b~~~~y~~-~nd:.Y~ ~~e~th~t°Jr ~~~ ~,f ~~~ a:~ Jtll~~~~~' ~~~~ 
~n of famcr John Ha"hcck, Joe ~1ckro. T1m Spencer Olympic wrcstJcr and OOitch Bobb/ Dou~la.~ and 
Al an Hont\'ak ~u.st a to mcnllon a few 

BO)J's dC\·otion to his work :ilso made him a role model and an mspira.tion to aspinng arnd seasoned pho-­
'Tm~phcrs ahkc. ~.cl5<.>n shu"?cd 1he llmchgh1 throughou1 his i.1fc despite the ur!Jni"'i or CO-\\-~ kc:rs and 

~:1't:o~lte\~ch~g;i~{;~.:.~~~=;~,~~f:u;~~:sn~:~~1~•~ ;;.!~=n;i!!~l., .1r::i:~~ 
~:1~ Wh~~p~~~:~;; ~~:1~hC:

1i ~1~J~s~,·~p~~
00::1:·fm~ilic°~k~:S re&~ 

c.al.Cd IO ~cl,;on! a tirclong Belmont Counl~ rcsLdcnt He beg.in hts career folloy.:mg a sunt n lhc U.S. ~a\"). 
fie served a ~tint m 1he Ph1lipptnes dunng World War J[ After rc1ummg home, ,clson aucndcd ot110 
Lni-.cl"'iLl) for a ,car. Ho,u:u:r, after being hired a.-. a ~ummcr mlem b, '/hi "fime.s f,4mfer, he: never rclumcd 
to college and niade pho10gr,ph~ his h 'oumc profess1oa. • 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Coaches) 

Rithard "U/ry'' /laU {Bamcsv.i.Lc High Schoo,, Cl.as., "1f 1s;59, H.Jf "'.i."t one rl 
I.lie. mm:t §1,LCCcssf .... l .WO•i:pot'I coaches. tba~balt!a.o'O llll OVAC hiit~ mmp.l·ng.a 
""hopping 1.116 ,•:c:M,11Jic:!l. ,o...er a 34 )car sp.1n. 

' tc ~ga •-,s bw"Cb.J' ~ ·ngc;ar«:· .,, Po"' h-i.an Higl S-..ht~ fvrw yc.trbefll,.lf'C: 
wki•J; the s.1mc ~ , .Ji. s,. C'.1.im j t c H:s& Schoo fn t,,~ 33 ~'Can "' ,JI 11.c Red 
Dcn\s (1969-2001). his I.Cams amassed an Cll,lst.and na .5 I5-320 record. 

Wilh "Ufty'· ..:atling lhc -.;hoL, rrum the d afl.•U.._ St C!.J1rsvi.k' won !IC ... Ctl OVAC 
championship< and made ri,o Ohio l·hi;!J Sc '-"<~ A euc A,,o,:aa...,., n:~I ln<.r· 
nam<nt appearances ( 1978, 1982. 1986, !990 and m), The Red Dc>ols ad••occd 
to the stale 1oumamcn1 .. Pinal four•• i• 1997 St. Cl,irs\ .Uc ~:so woe (j\·e Ea,...;.o,cn, C)t..A, Bascl;,al. l..ui:JC 
li LC( under I Ian·-. guid~ncc. 

Hall a.s named OVAC Coach o( the year :n t99J and rcc:c ,cd 1hc iolmic: accolade ff'Offl ~ E.n ~cm 
01stri~L thrcc times. 1990, 1995 an(J 1997 He ~ scl"\cJ as one ot Mhc coa~hcs m Ulc "1.,.,.,~ A 1-S~, 
Serie, in 1997. A true baseball "junk•·" J!o;l w.i., 1nduc,cd 1-lho Oh1<1 11,gh Sellool Ba.<ebal c,...hcs 
Hall of Fame: ln 1996 and was named the 0.., Basctt.a.1 Hal of r amc -'~1.a'!! of the Year .. m J9.,'9 

Hall coochc:d si, players who signed pro(cssmn:tl ba.-.cbaH cont.r.tcl.!., t.hc List JDCl..lch~ Gc'l'T') Cn.fL 
Gene C.;1t1J.nc, Ted Rose. Scml B»rnhousc Joe S la".k .md Inc Dudek 

In golf "Lefty"' coochod SI. Cla,rs, ;I C r« :n ) <aTS ( .9'14-an;l! r..,ishioa w1tlo, 6C1-123 ,uor,i. Ho 
had lhrc:c unbcaLc:n tcam:r. and also 1u;.1f'Cd .!\rc:c squ-,d~ ll'r.,iL ad\ .. nccd h.'1 wOt,w swie 1,,u,r..-mc"litl. le 
Red Dov, • also collected !4 OVAC &!'ff c hAmP,.-.fl<h ps. 

Hall. a 1fe-.ong R:'ild(nl or Bamcsn11c. 11:ltcrcd n ~ 'iC'tQ..l ~ u:a.."- \.\-talc pcrfM:Ti~ r,,,. la 
Shamroch. He grachmlcd ,.rom Ohio t:m,·crs1 l). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (Officials) 

W..,,..n "Nool<~" Pogh (The unsly School, Clas,, of 1920). The Wheeling !,land 
rcs1dco1 who died 1n 1983 at the age or 81 scn·cd 1hc roaching and officl3tmg prol"cssion 

vcx:~l ~dci~r ~~ :~~':_:~i1~tr~o~k:hatt~::ror m·cr 40 }'~. tn 
!iubo.11, he worked in both hlgh ~ w'KI coUcgc, includi~ the WcsL Virginia 
lntcrcollcgi.atc Alhlctic Conference and Wcs1 Vugima C'ni\·crsil\', Pin .and Penn S1.alC. A 
boskctbalr olTicial for more lhan 40 ,,,.,.,, Pudl officialed high 'scnool and mlcgc con-
1.erui.. In IY.33 and 1934. he "-'Ofkcd lhc criti<c 'W~t Virginia !iWC high !IChool ba.~Lball 
tournamcnl, hls pautnc-N bc1ne Judge P-.:1ul CamilJCW the fir..t yc.u aod O10k We;,.tfall lhc 

~-Ji°fc ~):,.a,:t;t'id ;~\~f~\'°~~t~h~~~ ~'r:1c'.;~~ t 
Ohto Valley Boord of Fool boll and lla,keLba!l Official,. I le also,.._, the referee of the famed Bellaire Relays 
for man\ )'C.lrsand "-'BS lalcr named as lhc mccl'!i honor.try rorcrcc. He 1Aa., also horiorcd for h1~ ~t":kc b\o the: 
Shad)~iclc Relays and the Wcsl Virginia Sccorx!ary Scnool AcU'IUt> Comm,s51on, Pudl cond\lC\cd olTicials' 
climes 1n several ~pons and wru.c ;;i nc:wsJEp:r scncson offic1a1.1ng. Pu~ also was a Red Cross 1n.structor1n ~-atcr 
iafc;-t\ and Mc-~vrrig for mer SJ vc:ars fn his youUI. he wa~ n:cogn11.cd as J. Ln-iilatc dJ"·~n~ champion and was 
k~n u., m.u1y~c ,n Whocl~ni5/<lf tl1\·1ng oil' I.he Su!!>~slUn Bndgc nto lhc Ohio RJ\cr. He performed 

~~~r!r~tr ~:~~nd~~; ru:>>::~n~~ c!1c~~~~~-~~na~~~~~~rT~ =~~fri 
nCJ.rl} lilrcc decades. guiding 1hc: CadCL~ to 26 OVAC champ1oosh1~. indudin& 25 1n a row 

Puid, Yi'ib also .s tremendous alhlctc. es~!ally a!!> a oolball pla)-cr He aucndcd Aldcr.,.oo-BrowJLlus Collcboe 
m PhThppi (Of two~ and Dlaycd football before tnn~rcmng 10 Oa1,·1s & Eibns Calcgc where v.as a sLCll;1r 
'ullbacK and.center for Halftot Fame Cooch.cam HcndcrM)J') S100:: ch~blfll}' tulCSllC°tCr rc.illvc:"<.ts.tcd in Lhosc 
da\'s Push played four \C3!S at D&F_J-hl' communi1, sen-·1cc ndu(fod 15 vcars a.,; Wh.cdmg'!- Rccmi.Uon 
D1i-cctor, two lerm!I. a."' Ofoo OJu.rtl)·_Shc::nff and s1,: }'Can; as an OhmCoun1-. Lnmm1sMoner Pugh wa.-. 1nduc1-
cd ,n10 Lhc We,i, v :rgini• SP"'l' H111 of Fame (1980), Lhc Oh,o Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame (,984) and 
no\11. I.he Ohio ½Jlcy Alhleuc Conferer,cc Hall of Fame. 

Phil Niekro (Alhletc - 1950s) 

Phil.Vidro (Bridgcpon High School, Cla.«or 1957). The Ba.sclxlil Hall of f-amcr g01 
ht'i alh.Jcuc stan with. the B11lldogs where he ""·as a thrcc .. spon pcrrucmcr. Besides ba.sc­
""1L he was a lootbe.ll end ,nd baskclball fonurd and a learn mate of follow OVAC Hall 
fl Farner John H .. ·licck. 

:Sicknamod "Knuck>ic" bocau.<e o/ his "'1plc pitch, Lhc knucklcboll. which he lc:amod 
from his ralhcr, ~ickm "".l.'i a four•)C.U Bulldog pjl.Chcr Y.ith a 17-1 career 1ccord. llis 
only loss was 1-0 Lo Tilton .. ,virlc ·n 1954. h1:o; freshman ycat, when fellow Ba-.cbal and 
OVAC Hall of Famcr B,!I :111.ucn,,;ki Im the i;ame-winning humc run. The 1955 Bulldog 
team ~hared Lhc Eai.1 Ohio League title with :'-Aartin~ ferry. ?n ii 94 Ohio ,cx;~~I lour• 
n.:uncnl ~in over St. John's. ~ickro won lhc game in relier 4111d bcllOd a '"o-run slnglc. Bndgcport. however. 
""' hallod ,n the finals by Shad)~idc. a learn twiccdcfoa1ed by 1he Bulldog,. In 1956, :,;ickroand Lhc Bulldogs 
dcf~tcd. Stcu.ben\·illcCcnlr.l1, 7-1. in I.he Class A distric1 loumam.crttaflCr' $1XlionaJ w(MO\·cr Bamcs\.·tllcand 
SL Clairs\·inc. Bndgcport bowed to Ea,..,t Lh:crpool in the d.istriel Una.ls. As a. senior, S'idao tossed a four-hJ1-
LCr and strU1,:k().ll l01na 4-2 ""in O\'ct Sicubcn"·Hlc Central for the OVAC Otu~1dc Lille. llcc.i.rlicr hurled an 
K-2 "'·ln (Wcr Ea\t Liverpool in Lhc. Cla."is AA d1~rie1 ~m1finals. l,;nbcau:n Su:ubcn.,ille Central halted 
Bridi;cpon, f>I in Lhc finals. 

:\'1ekro, ,.-,tm also p(a)cd (or lhc Bridgeport LcgiOll I.Cam ..u,J Blaine in the ~ummer Twilighl League, 14:a_s 

signod by lhe Mil"'i'lukcc Bra..,cs for a SSOO bonus a! a 1958 lr)'oo, c;.;,,mp m Bdl~rc. 
In 1964, he s1.artcd a 24-~·car major league career with lhc Bra~·es. :'\°C'\o\' York Yanlcccs. Cle11·eland Indians 

and Toronto Blue fa1~- He had a 3111-274 = nxord while appearing in 864 games and striking out 3.342 
baucrs, clghth on lhc all-Lime charts. He hurled a no-1\iucr and won live Gold Gloves and ~·a.s named lo li,re 
All•SW u:.ami. The Bra.\ C!- honored htm b)' erocung a bron1c ~I.al.UC in rmnt of I.heir homc ~ladtum and. in 
19'fl. he wa." n1tl\ld.Od ll'llnthc J3;1.~m.ll lla.ll of F.une. !Jc resides m lhcAtlanLilarca. 

Bob Hummel (Alhlete - 1960s) 

Bob HIUMl<IJ (M<iund,.ille High Scho<~. Cl;o, ,f 1%6). Tiu, 6 ll 3 g\laJ1J was• 
soonng mach,ne for Mounds1 ille High School bcfon, W<ing his ust hoop talcnLS 10 West 
Virgima L.:'nivcrs1l)". 

Hummell finished h11;; -.Lella, four-year prep career "''ith 1,941 point,. S()'x! for a ::!::!:.6 
per same- a"erc1gc. That average still r..i.nks st~lh among C)a-..,, AAA pl:.i~CN ,n I.hes~. 

His senior ycar"'asonc for lhc rcaJTd booksa1 lhc ~haJI County 'iChccl. He p.,urod 
in 'tr-Tl p'lll"lt., 1rt 25 prncs fof a 35.IJ a,cr-Jge, wh,ch 11; ucd for lhe h1ghesl aver.1gc m 
Class AAA ard\1\C!!: 

~orOO\·c.r, hl.i soonng anucs uanslaled m«> le.Im iucCCS!'I as Moundsville Cimshcd as 
11.alC runncrup 1n Cius AA/\, lhe school"s liru state final s1 nee ?920. HummeU torched 
Ru.:hYiood for 45 marker- m 1hc state ~m1rinal game. He cSl.abh~hcd lhc ~ndsv\llc s1nglc-l9l'lle M.XJnng 
mark w1lh S3 runts 1n a wm.against f-ollansbcc. Hummell ""·as chosen as lhc West V1rgirua .. Pfa)'crof lhc Yc.u .. 
by Lhe ~or)l>nLOwn Touchdown Club while also being named capwn of the Cla.« AAA all-•lalc Lcam, all­
OVAC and Schola."'11.c Coach Al -Amcnca. lie al!-0 wa.~ J. top-OOI.Ch ba_qcJ»II pla)er for ~oundw1 le. t;:.1rnio~ 
~ond-tcam al •SlaLC honors ,l,L~ ll p11chcr 

f-o!lo" ng hi, glonoos slay at Moundsnllc. HummtliJOLncd lhe WV!; hoop squad and he ""'led no umc 1n 
ma.king his presence felt l·lummcU lod the WVti fr<).llih le-am In sconng "'ith a 24.2 ar,,cr.1gc. ancludmg a 45-
ptXnlouLbursl ag:am~l Ma11lanLI and 41 apnsl Ouqucstl"iC In lhusc Ja~s. f~hm.a.n. were rneltgiblc b)· ~CAA 
rule-.; from pla)ing on lhc ,·ar'.ill)' k'\cl 

Lh~~~~~~::::~3~~~:~tt ti;::i !!?i~:~-r~~~ ~~~;~rg !:n~~n!t, all of ~·hieh ~ ~cd 
Hummell Lotdled 1.137 p,,.nis ,n his WVv career. placing tum sc,cnlh m S<:hool unoab a1 Lhc umc tu, career 

ended 1n J910 he "''a.<; an adept free lhro"' shool.cr. t11tt1ng al an 80 7 chp for tuii; carocr Hummell - who had 
14 game-. of 20 or mOf'C poinL°' wa.c; !1.elcctcd lO Lhc 1966-75 all ume WVl.i hoop team. 

Ed Burgy (Alhlete - t970sJ 

Bob Gain (Athlele - 1940s) 

Bob Gain (Weir High School, Cla.ssoC 1947). An all-umc lil<"t on lht lugh sdxKJI 
college and profos~ional levels. he ~Ulmd. hi~ fnod;IWI can::cr ,..or the Rod Riders and 
Lwiccc;uncd r,,., tcam/1.11-0VAC honot< ,.. J1ncrruu, and,.,. honored on the 1946AII• 
W. Va. sc£C(.iion.s. 

In 19ffJ, he 11,,-a,~ ,;.clc.;I.Od .as a •~odcm &a• dcfon~lve Lackie on an AIJ.TJm.e Ohio 
Valley fOOlb:111 Lcam sclcclod by The lnLC!ligcnccr newspaper. In 2005. he w•s honored 
on ao A 11-T,mc W. Va. high school Learn scl«tcd by The Fairmont r mes nc"'~pcr. 

Al Wc1r High, be "'·a.." lhc largc-;t all-st.ale honoree JI ~2. 210.puunJs and~""' al"''~ ~1 
w:iy t.1ekle a., ~ell tlS h.tndl1ng punling and kickoff duuc:s. Ills late cuach Carl ll.tnt1II 
nc,·er singlorJ O\.ll his bc-sl Red Rider football produc1 bul always started ·s hst 14,·iUI Gain, a four-year st.artc:r 
and h,, must honored prott1,<t. 

G:im t!o regarded .L'i the ~l hnanil'l in t:nivcNly of Kcntuckl, where he wa.~ a Lh1oc-timc AII­
Sout.hca..c;tcm Confcrcncc hoROf'OC and a two-lime first LCam .\II-America choice m 1949 and 19SO. As a sen­
ior, he won the Ou~and Troph) as Lhc nation's ouLSlllllWng lintm;tn. 1he firsl from lhe SEC ,o honored. ond 
onco( ont) t\\,o{rom th.c Oh1_t1 V..alle}. The (ther Ou\!W Trophy honun;c wLL-.th.c: t:nivcr.nt) uf lo_"'a•, Cal\ln 
Jones from Stcubcnv11le High Pla!,l'IS for lhc lcgcn~ Paul ''Bc.ir'' B11o1.nL at Kentucky. the W,1&.:at~ were 
33. 0-2 n G:uo's four s=ns and ht., • ., co,c,.pc,.m of 1hc 10-1 rocord team Lhal upscl national champton 
Okiahoma in the 1951 S\lg.,u B()wl. G.:iin wa, Lhc ~o. S dUcc - the higho!. c,-cr ror ar, OVAC athlete - in 
lhe rirst round of I.he r951 ~FL DrafL by the Green B.>.)' PJ.ckcr-. Howc"c:r. hi: opted for Q.1.awa m Lhc CFI .. 
bcfon:: sLarUng a J2-ycar ~FLcarocr \lloith the Cle\·cland 8~m. The l\'C-timc Pro Bowler \\as a starter on 
tltrcc :SFl.<iwnp,onslup 1ean1s under legendary ww;h Poul Brown in 1954, I955and 1964. 

The Clc-.·eland .area rcs,1~ol h:t<o boc.n ~nducled mill SC\'Cn lfalto:; of Fame - College Ft'IOlbdl, Wc.(,,l Virginta 
Spo11s. Upper Oh.io Valley Dapper Dan, t.:mvcrslly of Ka-.tuck), CleHIJ.nd and ,\kmn Halls and Clc-.·eland 
Browns' L<gcnds Hall 

Lee Patrone (Athlete - t!l50s) 
L.u Pauon, (Bellaire High School, Clas.< of 1956) Fo, 50 )=", PaLronc ,.._, the all­

ttme lcad1ngcarccr M:Orcr in BtgRcd.~· h1Slt>r) "'-"llh 1.842 poinL'i in Lhrcc seasons. He 100 
BcllJ.lrc High to three: straighl scchon.al lilJc.s v..ith \\'On-lost mark.-1, of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 while zivcruging 23.S. 2h.7 and 32.9 poinLo; per g,amcc.xh ~. I hs 27.1 ptXnt career 
average n:mams a school rca>l'd. 

The 1wo-timc fol 1Can1 AII-OVAC honrxtc, and an All-Ohio 1tsl learn honoree~ 
The As!o<lei:ilcd Press a'i a i.enior. he wa,-. .i ~ng nu.chine \\'ith '51 caux:r games over 
20 poinls, inctuding all 23 as a senior. and he h.1d. 28 jlraight games in which he scotcd 
at lca.'it 20 poinlS. 

He tallied ,S4 JX,tinls lwi~ in ;i, game in 1956. including his finaJ pme while playing wllh an injured led 
asain~l M.irtin~ ferry in lhc di,uict tourruuncnt Ullc game. Ferry prevailed. 91-87. whllc s1,1r,-,..,jng a hmping 
Patrone·, hcloics. E.irhcr, ag:iins1 a Bridgeport LCOm featuring Basketball and OVAC Holl of famcr John 
Ha\·li'-'tk, he converted 25 goals. Hi'i ~ guul'i in ill !\Ca~ remains .a. S1.:hool 'l-1omdard. 

After a britf suy at Ohio Swc. the s«x:k}' 6-0 guard enrolled a1 West Virg1ni:i t:n,..-ers1ty in 1957 ;Lnd Im 
lhc: 1958 frc.~hman Learn in scoring wilh a 20-po,nt nonn. A member of Lhc 1959 ':-:CAA runncr•up I.Cam led by 
All-American Jc:rTy West, he "'-as sccood to West in 1960 lC3nl. sconng wilh a 14.2 per same norm and wa.s 
named to lhroc aJl-toumamcnl reams: XCAA rcg.iomd. Soulhcm Con(Crcncc and L"nt'f'cnit} ol Kcntud.~ A 
Virginia t,porl.<.:....,ntcr di;:sl;ribcd h.ia, '1,.<o ·•gooct enough to be cc,cky and t.:ocky enough to be .goud ... 

As a senior. he ..... as.- third 1.c.unAII-Amcnc;i konorcc b)· Hclms Found.di.ion. He ended tuscat'C"Cr \o\.U.h 1,028 
potnb - lhcn 'iC;VCl'lth bc:.'l;t in wvu ht'ilOI'). 

After graduation. he t;u,tght Md coached fo·c seasons at WintcrsnUe High School where tus i.bl 1969 team 
\11.'C'nt 14--4 and 1972 tum \.\'il.°' 16-4. After rcunng. be rcl,'Qted IO lu<.currcnl home in f-1ondJ.. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete - t960s) 

/tarry Wilron (Stcubtm-illc High Schuol, Cla.\S of 1%3). This fonner Big Red ,w 
rank~ wllh the elite running back.~ m OVAC history 

Hi:i gnc.liron career at Sicul:cm·me v.u.s nothlng llhort of .;poi:La&:ulnr. H1:i. .ibdil)' 10 
carry lhc fo,1.00.ll 101:lk him 1,1,) a siarring rule al Lhc Uni..-cr-il) of :-.=cbra.,!Q, and :d short 
,unL 1>1Lh Lhc :SFL's Phlladclph10 Eagle,. 

The 5 fl. 11. 190-poundcr wa.s •lso • safety and kick rclumcr for Big Red. bul 
ru.shmg Lhc fOOlboll is "hat Wilson dJd bcs1. 

He Cilmcd Lhc 81g Red 10 a 9-1 mark his ~nior -season. a. campa.ign ln which the 
Jefferson County e~ pocketed a pritaJ 14-8 v.il"I mer ~dcd :\tl.'i."iiillon. Wllson 
paced the Ohio Valley m boo, ru:Jiing ya,ds and sconng wilh J .756 infat1lt)' !1.lripcs .and 23 touchdown~. The. 
lormer swidartl 1s a moLlcm d.t)- school rcoonJ for a 10.pmc c.unpaign. 

H1> actuc,crncnt, garnered him Ohio "Back of Lhc Year" d<:signa!Jun b) both the AP and t;PI in Class AA, 
"hlch was lht largest cla,, buck lhcn. He wa, named fitsl lCan1 all-Oluoand aSchoidSIJ< Coach/I.II-American. 
Wil~n was alm0',.1. as dom1naung tus: J1.tmor yar. The: .,Slcubcnullc Slompcr'' Mhcd ror l.586 yards and 
seo<cd 211 touchdowns and 168 points in 10 games. He""" sdCCLai uBt LCOm all-Oluo by AP a.so safcit wlule 
also cammg oll-OV/\C and all-Valley laurel,. 

Wilson - ~ho ~·:i.s .i.1,;o meknamc:d ,.l..1ghthor!1c"- cnJoycd .s 5parkfrng C\J'CC( ;a1 .'\cbrJska. He led the 
Cumh11.,kcn. 1n ru,,;hm.g }us un,ot oll"ld 'ioCnJOI' ~.-.on:-., lim!ihlng h1~carccr ~_.IUI 1,7{)2 ya.rel.,; and .;a '-LCllar 50 per 
curry ar,,crillgc. 

He l.\ilS namai unammuus: WI-Big Eigh, a.-. a ~n:or ;,in,J honor.able- menu on All-AmcnCJ. b)· t.;PJ He ha., the 
wsUncllon of pl•y,ng ,n Lh= maJO< bov-1 games -c«ton, Orange and Sugar. 

At'lcr tus pla\'mg days m l.J.ncoln, Wilson was schx:ICd m the lhlrd round of the J967 ~FL draft b)' the 
bglcs He spcnl three years w11.h I.he 1cam as a backup runnmg bad: and lock returner. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 1970s) 

Brue, SmiJh (M•runs r-crry High School. Cla" of 1976) lie" •I the top of the list 
when 1t comes t.o disW1ccrunn1ns .1S a four•Umc Oh1oscaLcch:imp1on who !'oCLCOUnl?C"-$ 
rncc:l. vallC) and schuuf rcx.X.lrds along the wa), 

fn (!ro,s." oounlr). Sm Lh "'.SS a throc-umc AII-Otuoan (l<n:3, '74 and ·75) Qplunng 
r,n.L place at the"'"' meet m bo<h tus Junior ,~43.0) and ,cruor (~33.4) seasons ilfu:r 
pla,:1ng sc"·01Lh (1O05.n) J.S a ~he.wore. ths umc m 1975 wa.1o the ~talC record J.t the 
umc. 

Af. bolh a JU1'11or and senior, he al~, ( n1shcd fif\t in the ~1ona!, d1!itnel, OV/1..C and 
Belmont Coun,~ mcclS and finished Ul\de(C;ttod bolh )cal"S. As a ~more. he "'·a.,,i; 
~ ,n lhc ~unal. d1!i1.t11.t JJ1d coun1y mCC\ ~J trurd in lhc OVAC 

He ~a.~:i Llvcc-umcAll•Ea~Lcm Dl!.U\1,,'l and/\ I-Valley honoree 1n cross countl) as well . 
In track. Sm lh earned All-Ohio ,wu~ 1wu I.Im~ (1975. 76). v.·1nning lhc state chaMpnxbhlp, 1n Lhc lWt~ 

mile run both )iC31'S. He poso:d i Lmeo(9-t I 1 a-. a ~mor afLcr w1nn1ng 1n 9:31.1 as a JUruOr'. He al~ placed 
,liCl'Cnth al Lhc ~ta.tc C\'(fll""' 11 )OphomOfl: (9:39.9) 

ile J mshcd firsL in the sccuonal aJ1d d1stna moctS all three )caJ'S. wmmng the counl)' C\'Cnt l~1cc: and 
hrushmg a.-. runnc:r-up once In OVAC mccLS. he won Ulc O\.AC onc,,milc ru.n md firu'-hcd third n Ulc 880-
}ard rurt a~ J. ,ten1or. J.nd capwrcd lhc Lwo-mtlc run a.'i boLh a saphomorc :ind JUntor 

Sm1Lh garnered AII-E.asLCm D1s1ncl and All• Valley laurels throe umcs m uack 
l11 lhc lwo ~port.~ ill \•San.m~ Fer'), Sm1lh wa.~ pan of fnur undcrcou.cd I.Cam!-. three :i;oc;:ll~ i111d ,J s1.nc1 

championship I.Cams, one O\AC champ1onsh1p team and three OVAC rurmeM•p teams. 
Sm1Lh wa.'i also a long-Lime compctuor m mosl area ruad nu.-cs, induding 'iC\crJJ vcars .l'i I.he !Op k-.:.al 

runner 1n the: Bby's D1itancc Race {now the Ogden 10K Classtc) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete. t980s) 

th-lid) BahrO:~.as1 u ,,crpoci 111gb Scbocd OiL"is,1' 19K91. A Lwo-,sport "itandou1 !or 
the Lady Poucn:. C'(cclling in both basketball and sof1ball. 

On the oourc, she was a four.year \.'ars11y pcrfom,c-r, bcu,mmg 1hc l"irst player in 
...:hocl h,,.tory 10 ~,g;:ed l,()(XJ .;.aoxr point.'-. finishing w1Lh 1.127 bl•~~. A-., a ~mor. 
sh< a,·orag<d ZI.S point> per s,m,. Bakc:r also «ocll<d dcfonsi\·cly. posong Z91 can:cr 
slCJI" including 135 as a scnjor 

As a ~nior, she '"a." a second t.t.:lm aJI-Ohlo On i~Ort l ~tcction v,ho wa. .. ~lcctcd to 
play m lhc McOona.ld•s /\ll-Sta.r Cla."isu:; in Columbus. She was also OVJ\C Ct.,ss 4-A, 
Disuict S. Oi ... ·i<i.ion I and All..columbian.i Coonn "'Pliner or the Year". She was aJso an 
All-0\'AC ,1.t1d All-Ea .. ~1cm Di,.trict fiN-t 1eam &:hoicc .is .ijur.ior and an all•D1s1ri~1 h<.)11or.1bk: men1ion 
pick as a ~phomore 

On Lhc diamond, Baker'.,. career p1~hing numbc::r"i included 49 \.·1cLOric., c1n"1 226 stnkeoul-; and .400-pl.us 
baulna; .J.\ cragc. I kr senior sca."iOTl numbers rndudc.d ::a lof1y .4n a,.·eragc along wllh liO!TlC imprcss1,·e 
piiching numbers - 19 1·ietori«. 117 strikcouLs ,nd a 0.54 E.RA. She baucd .483 as a junior w1U, 32 RBI 
and had 100 pitching. ~ins. rcgis1ering I(}} strikeouts and;,, 1.n ERA. As a sophomore, she hi1 .422. 

Baker's ~f1hall all•star honor.,, 01cludcd two.time All-Ohio er rs1 tca.m a.~ a ~nior. ~d iam a.~ a 
junior); ollld l\\o'o-time Al -OVAC Cl~,; 4-A. 

She aucndcd Whcchng College and pl..tycd ba'-i.ketball for l\.\'O seasons, scoring 882 ()Olnts lffld ~ling 182 
steals durins thal time She gained fi~t team AII-Wc!::l Virginia lntcrcollcsiateAthlctic Conference honor.- as. 
a sophomore after gillmni honorable mention as a rrcshma.n. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete. 1990s) 

J•ff S•tfkgp (Buckeye Trail High School. Clas., of 1995). He put up lofl\ 
numbers d~ring hi~ four•)car gridiron career. culmtnatinJ rn his selection as 1hc AP 
All-Ohio Dn·is.1on V Offens1\.e Pla}er o( the Year and finishing a., runner-up in lhc 
\·oung for Oh.io'!t ":vtr. MJ01baJI .. award following hi, senior iC.1.'!1011. 

W~o!.r~/~~~~;t~u;.~c:'o~~~~~.~::= ;;f ~~~c:r~~~'!:. 

~~ ~:li~~~~~i= ~:~l~~:~t~tt-~~f 2 :f!'::n~ and junior ~can and 
As a senior. he l<d Tr:ul lO iL, first and only OHSA/\ playoff appo=n« (tho 

Warriors finlshcd "1th. an 11-2 overall TQ;Ord, winnjng 1wo gamc:s before losmc in the::: 
D1\-ision V_ st.ale scmilinals 10 Wells\.tHc)._That )'Cilr.he P",SSCd for'What v.~ 1hcn a ~·hoot record 1.7(1) y.trd!i 
while rushing for J,621 yilld"- for a combined 101.al or 3,390 yards. He: parucap::atcd in 212 dcrcns1,·c siopsas 
.1 ,-cmor 

Snedegar "'-ll.\ .tlso a lhrec-)car lcucrman 1n ba!ikctball (he d1dn"l play a.'\ a junior), riai,hing foun.h on 
Tr.Ul's all-11mc ,;;coring list "''lh 834 poinls and 1.hird in c.arcc:r rebounding w11h 561. I-le a,·eragcd t6. I rn~"l~1r.J~~ a.,<r; 3 ~nior. earning special mention AP All-Ohio a." well as first le.am AII-Ea~tcm D1~lricl 

The 2Cnl Buckeye Tr.iii Hall of Fame induclCC::: wenl 01"1 lb a slcll.ar t.arccr' al the::: Uni\.-etsity of Kentuck.) 
(1~9Y), earning four lettc~a.~ 31\ ouL~idc bncba.:kcr.Asa freshman, he had 42 w::l<lcs.startcd. three games 
.tnd was named the oul~Umdms ~px1:.al le.am"'· player al"KI he foll~cd th.It 1.:p wuh 97 Lacklei .i.s a 'SOpho­
morc. Sncxlogar had 63 IOCklos and four s.><ks ,sajunior. helping Kentucky loan Outback Bov.·I berth where 
he recorded 11 tacklcc. lna l,oss to Penn S~1c UnJ"·ersity. In h.is: fuW ycara1 UK, he h.ld 84 tackles, (our S.1.Cks 
and t"'o intcr«plior,$, C-itrtt1ng him d<:r'?'".\L\IC MVP honor;. He wa.,;. ~lcctcd IO t.hcAIJ.Southc.a~t Conference 
squad and v.as nam<d lO the All-Amcncan Farm Foo1ball Team by Su,u:ssful F.trming Maga,jno. 

Snakgu wa., ,igncd by U,c Miami Dolphins of lh< :-.'FL in 2000 a.< an undr.>.ft<d free agoni 
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Nick Redway (Medial 

Nd B~dwoy (Who.:lin, Ccntr.a.1 I ligh Xhoot. C1a.'\.'i of' 1958). One of U'IC UC¥!\ ""°"'l 
versatile and prolific ncwspapct sports journaliSU foe ri1.c dc.c.;adc\. tN: h.u been on Lhc scene for 
n~mcrou.o; O\',\C c,·cnts 'ilnr;c I 1.IGO 

Mier .dlcntling \\'est Liberty St.alrCollcg: fot ~~tat.he joined the Whc:cling :-:'-"'$-~gi\ter 
:u "''°P>' bo) in l960 l..a~r Iha! )'c&r. he joined The ln1.elligcoccr staff iu;a!llpol1.S\\rtlcr (n 1967, 
Red.war joinc.d I.he .\;cwf-'Rcti"i.cr 51.llT hc.3dcd by Rall \'an I lomc and ~:a., promoted 1a Ai.l;ClCi.Lle ◄, 
Spurt., uii\uc in t97l. Bcdw.a~ ~ :X-R Sr,r.uu t:di1or in 199S .ind "'.t-'- Nl1ThXl Ll.t.o..·1,1th~ 
Sport.'i l~tor of ·1 he lnLcl11g.cnt:cr:~cws-Rcgist,:r in 2f.'Ol. <11 pm,1tn)n he held u11ul he rcurcd in 
1.00.5, tic au1.horcd da1I~ il.nd Sund.a) J'w:""'\fl.&P,:r c:olwnm cru.illcd "~ick', ~otct-.ook'" and ..J~ 
..,r®: columns on .lfe.3 golL hr)14·ling. i;olkgc "poru,, ouldoon ;and the Wha:lin& ~ailcn.' hcxkcr 
IU.m. The O\'AC mcdta cwdi: ,...a.s dcd.icatcd IO HOO:wa)· ln lc.1.IJ. I k ~J\cd m ro--pl.lbltcit) dircaor of l.tlcOV:\C Rud) 
~1wnlcy ,\U.Si.arG.amc from 11.S ini;cpl.lon in J91Z unul 199(1 Redway al'i0!11C1"'cd il.'tchc O\',\C st.andlnt:s' .u&U!iollcwi in 

football. bo)s and girls b.ukctball and bueb&II for more than 15 )Cilf'1 

Hcdway crvc:d one lcnn in 1977 &.~ pm;.idcnl n( the W. V~ Spnrt., Write~ i\!l."KICi..i.tJon and rca::i1.-cd I.he (',enc 
;l.forcbou.o,cAw.n.t in. l990Crom lh&:.organi1..ttfon. II( w1u iOIJucu:tiinLo~O~n '.\.'(lwspapc.~ 20K O.a.»tc!Jall of Fame 
1ft ?t.o;and lhc ~1cdla W)ngof thc Otuo BascbiU ilaU of F.amc: in 1996 JJi; twice w:i.sscla::lL:id to scn•e as lhc ll:omraiy 
Rc(cra: for lhc W. \-4 Sup::: St:\ CIII.U AA "-ale dwnpion,.hip fod.bidl g&tnc'\ held 11t Whcc:hns hlilnd S~um. 

lkaway u~ lhc iruugural rccip1em or the I ~athcr John J~r Awird (or a hfollme of s.uppon \o IOc.ll spent 311d youth 
ofthcOhl.o \'.a2lc~ andnx:ci"cd the .Spiot .uid l.,.c.a,d,;MpAwJJdfrom the Cppc, ()hlo \.1IIC)· lleppcr DanC.1ub. lie al~ 
ha., rca.:nc:d awarili. from th.: Whcding 5'A"Cer .\Sl>Ol:i~tiun. .\llc,shc.n) Muw,liun Districl t,;, S Tennis ,\s:s.ociation. 
Wbec-2mg Poo I Amcric.a.t1 I.c::,sion BascbaU Team. Ogfcba) P'&k ~1cn "t Gait' CJub.11.Jld ~ Otuo Va.lie)' Coif i\nn::i..iuon. 
,\ JM.'i.l mcmhcr of the Whechni; llall (Ir Fimc C.ornnuucc and cum:n1 mcmh:r or the OV,\C II.all or Fame ("..("l,nm111cc. 
[kd..,,,•) m!ot.l i~ .icli"e 'Wi.l.h the Whc:clinti: J..ioru. Club aul&.I N«"ivc.-d, )n 2005, I.he l..ounanJ J.anc-11 AwMN. the hightst Lioo 
honor ~UJ'-''od. in Wcu Virginia. Cum:nUy I.he e~ !iCCn:lar} and Boa.rd cl DiKXtors' member, he h:u sc:n·cd a~ media 
n:hi1lion.-. ctircclm'.ehaper prc.,ilknt, fir,;,t 1.·1cc-~dcrt1 .U'ld Tat) Twi\lcr. ~fatricd JS~-~ ID lhc ronncr Jud)· Kill0n11. lhc 
Bcdwa.ys md four cbl.?drcn and have fi\'C grandc:hildzen. 

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete. t980s) 

IHlfflis s.,,aring,n (.Martin, Fcny High School, Closs of 198Z). Ho cam<d 10 

'~•t;~~i:ri. ih/C:~s~rcc~=,e~~~~~ ~~n
10

,~~~,l~a~;;~:i~
1
back. 

;;unu..-;_,ing 1.6)6 )anl.-. pas'l;ITIG and 8'X> yard~ rush,ng \\,ittc lcad!ns the Pu.t"plc Rider; 
lO a corribtncd 2,1-9 record, including a spot.!cc;.s 10-0 mark in his ~homorc season 
f-clT)··!I, li.r.;t pcrlcct record tn 20 ycucs. On c.lcforu;c, he "'-il."i crtd11cd "llh t2S Laek.fci 
and bad 11 pass imcrccpt.ions. H"e was a 1wo,.umc first ium AP Al •Ohio Class AA 
dcfons1vc back, ca.mans second u:am all~star honor; from liPl both. yc.ir.- as well. I [c 
also gamon:d first !Cam AII-OVAC Class AAA.AII-East<rn O1>1n<t Class AA and All­
Valle..- honol"'!I, 1~1", Fatlowmg h1,;, ~nior ~,;on. Swcann;cn \l,a_, rtamcd a 
~nte~ C~tA1k~-~~~~

1
:f rr.~2hio V>llty 0.ppcr D,n Oub spc:c1ol honor« and participated in 

In basL:ctball. Sv.-caringcn "'as a lh.n::c:-ycar starter and 1.000-~nl ~r 5(.Xlf't'r and he was .i. key mem­
ber or Fcm·•s squad whicfi postcd a 20-5 rt:a>rdand advano:d IO the Oh10Cfac.s /\A rc__gton.a .. mals m Al.hens: 
in 1982. SCOnng 14.7 poinlS per ~c asa ,senior, he was named lirst l.Cam AII-OVACClass AAA (capcain). 
All,Oistnct 12 and All-Volle,· as well as ,coond team AII-Eo.stcm D1<tnct Class AA He play<d 1n bot~ U,o 

~';'~ ~~ :!':ntnX~1!6:~~5~~~~;~ :nd ~i~t~!lri!:rr~nnr~~~u!~~n~l~~t6ci~saz. :~ 
third Lcam AU-Valle,. 

S"oaringcn also ,,a., a three-year letterman :n b:lsoboll. earning All-O\AC Cla.ss AAA honors 1wicc He 
also kuc:rci.l in lr.u:k IL~ a -.cnior 

S"·c.aring.cn ""enton LO a s1ellar four-year roo1ball career al Oh43 L'nive~il), gr:aduaung in 1986 and posi­
liort~ng himr,c:I( in lhe top fo·c: on lhe Bobcat,.• aU 1irne ~"-~ins list ~I\ 10 catc_sol'lcs (through 2005). J le ·,,;: 
second 1n pass auemp_LS in a game (57) and season (383): lhird 1n pass complcUons for a ~me (31) and sea­
"'" (195) o.< well a., TD p;,.«cs for, sea.son ( 13); fourth in )-:tids ea-~<in_g for a game (3551, season (2,(JS6) 
and c:arccr (3,267) as wcH as pass ancmpcs (.569) and oomplcuons (312) lor a career: and fifth m carc:cr pass­
ing );irds (3,167). 

Bill West (Athlete. 1990s) 

Billy Wtst (Buckeye l.ocal High School. Cla.<S or 1993). Ho made his biggest 
impact on the football (icld, earning AU.Ohio honon; lhrcc tLmcs. nduchng l\\,ICC as a 
rirs1 learn. sclc.c1ion. 

Wcslol<O was a U,rcc-umo/\11-OVAC sclccu011 (1990. '91 and '92) and• thn:c-timo 
All-Eastern District pick (r°lr;l team in '91 and '92, so;."Ond ~m in '90). He aJso par• 
ticipat.cd in the Rudy Mumlcy/OVAC Ckari1y All•Star Foo1ball Cla.'isic following his 
~ruor s.cason. 

Afler st.arting as .t f rcshman at 81,1(':kcyc Sorth. where he rushc:d for9CO yards dc:spili;; 
mis.~ing l"(>-plu'!oi games due 11.1 injury, he pul up S<1me uhr.t-imp~"ih c numbers at the 
ncwly-consolldatcd Buckc)·e Local Hi@h School. 

He rimshod with what sull s1.a11ds a.~ a school•rccord 4,658 rants, including a single•scason clTort ofl.846 
yunl~ ..._o,; lt ~njor. He ..ilso h.tJ 1.719 y;ml't a.'\aJunior and 1,093 a.,;; a sophomore He also own-. ~i:\ of lhe lop 
~vcn ind1\·id~I game ru.dli ng records at Buckeye Local, headed b~, a '""·hopping 335-yan::t g:1mc agaim,t 
Mortins Feny in 1991 (second all-time). 

Wc-.1 ~ 352 pomL~ on Lhc gm.tfrun. including J52 m h.'s linal -;cason. 
During his 1hrcc years with the Panther;, the team compiled a 28--4 commncd rocord (9--2 m 1990,JO-l m 

1991 :md 9-1 m 1992). making the pla~offs twice and na.m:iwl)' missing on a lhird. 
West al~ {cue.red lhrcc ,cars en trac.k and two ln ?xl.,kctball f(.JJ the P.JJ\thcr!i . 
He .-a., a four-)= l<ttcrm:in at tho l;nm:rsity of Pt1uburgh. s"'1Ung for three yc,rs ond ca.mtng All-Big 

E.is1 "OfTcnsivc Player or 1he Year" honor., as a sophomort: (1994) after replacing AH•Amcncan la1lbK-k 
Curus Martin jn g:.1mc 1wo unc.l: ru!lh1ng for JJ58 )ards. nrlh on 1hc all-umc s:nglc-sca.qm rushmg 1lsl. A 
P-,m1her lri-caplam as a senior, W~1 lin1s.h,:d a-o:. lhc school'" fourth at1 4 Limc leading rusher "''lh 2.K03 y~nk 

Donna Joseph (OVAC •Family') 

Donna Jor,ph (Shad)·sidc High School. Closs or 1964). A loader ,n tho OVAC 
track and cross counlry oommunil)" l'or th~ dccadci-, ~he. ,J'° (o.u.;h.cd girl~ lr..Lck amJ 
bo).; .md g.irls crm.s c;ount.ry 31 alma mater Shad)sidc High 5':h.ool from 1983-98. 

A registered tra(k and cross coun1ry offtciai (or 30 years, she s1.arlcd workjng Cal 
Giffin OVAC Tr.1ck. Meets in lhc carh 1970s and o.mtinucs 10 scn.c ~ dircclor' or 
lhc Cl.a.~,; A•AA meet, a position sh.c ~l3ncd in the mid-l'Jm)s, 

She currently is chairperson o( 1hc OVACTrack Committee "'·ilh oHr 15 :rears on 
lhc bo:lrd and is co-chairpci'Mln ur the OVAC Cros-. Cuunlfy CummJuc-c ~·1th O\.C:::I' 
20 ~can. of scr•icc wilh the group. 

/\ rccipienl. along "'ith h.u,;b.l.nd Butch Joseph. or the Ca.! Giffin OVAC Track Service A~ard. she 3)so 
has been .act1,·e ..-.·lU\ the Ohio A!i.SOClation or Traa::k and Cro:-.~ Counlr)' Coa.c:hc,,;, 

She js prcscinly lhc 1CCrct.1ry and mcmbcr.;h1p chairpe™ln o( the OAT&CCC o1nd ~riic,-; ('lr'I Lhe 
Exccutin Board or I.he siatcwidc o(gani1.a1ion. Donna and Bu«:h handle the rcg1s1.r",ilion for lhc annual 
lr.acl clinic aucnded by an csllmc1.Lcd 1,700 co.tchcs. 

She scr\'cd a." .\i1ccl Manager for the M,d"--c.,;,t ~cet o( Champion~ when. Ohio h~I.Cd 1hc C\'Cnl at Ohio 
Wesleyan College and .tlso served as Ohlo coach "'hen the rncct ""as contesLed in lndianapoiis. Ind. The 
Josephs were awarocd th< Ed Barker Award this~= from the OAT &.CCC. 

Beside,;; track. and cm!i-.. coumr\, Donna also ha.,;; ,;;crvcd on lhc oommiuccs and worked the .1nnual Sam 
Mumloy OVAC &skc:tbil.11 All-Star games and the Rud) Mumlcy OVAC Football All-Star games. Sho 
also assisted v.iU, the OVAC Volloyball Tournaments and ,..,,, ,tandings. The 1964 Shad>sidc High 
gradua1e ca.med kerdcgrcc from Oh.io State: L'ni1r-cf"'li,ity in 196R .-od hc:rm::i~1c:r•,;; dcgn:c in 19H3 from Ohio 
t.:nt\:crsi1y. She was a mouhematics inslructor at Shadyside from 1968•98. 

Earl Klevins (Officials) 

Earl Kltvint (Waf'\l.ood IJi&h School, Chi.""' er 193-'l Ope of 1ti~ Ohi:o \'alley·'!!, mosl 
pmminc;ot football and h.a11.kc1b.:al( offiL.-ia.!11 during a 35-)c.tr arccr (mm 1938 to 19'D. 

Kl~in.. aCU:ndcd Wheeling High .H:hnol for one and a hair ~·e:i.H. hcfotc lnm!i(crr'lnJ to 
\V:nwood HiJh, rmm "'°hich he gnidu::Ltcd 1n 1934 rlc pl.t.)C4 high ~chool N11kctball ~ both 
school1 

Earl allcndcd R<:Lhaay C".ollege rwhere he played (oolhilll and ~skc1Nlll aJong "'ith com• 
pcu11g 1n uac-k under Jcgc11d.lry roecb Joh11 K111cb1. 

KJC\·in!i. omc,alOO 1n hiit nr,.1 b.l..<k.ctb3II game in. 19)H 3.l the :i..1adi"K>D l)·mna1.ium. 'I be 
opponcnl-\ on lhal o;:c;::11joQ wen: WbcchnJ I licb :iad Bridacport i.lnd b..is offieialiog p;inQcr 
wa!I another OVAC Hall of F11mc member the la.LC W.lhc.r Heil. f"b1n)'-fivc. yc:..,,rs la1cr """ben be hu.og: 1,1p bis 
wl\1stJc. Klcv1ns had ortici..llcd in more lban I .lOO l'la.,;,kctbllll c1mc1; and 'f10 fool hall g:.1mc11 <m the high school :1nd 
oollesiatc lc~cc. 

Along"' 1th scnsng u an OVJ\C official. KJevia,;, offi<:iatcd gam~ .in lhc S01,11.bc:TlJ Conforcacc. lhc \\C"\I \ ir,iaia 
ln1erwllcgi.a1c Alhlctit: Confcrci:tcc iltld a1 m11t)' other colleges in lhc tri•,.t.tU: area 

Ile :1.lso pla.';Cd pro(c:::uioaally wnh the \\'bcding IJlucs b.lskctball lc.am .10d \lo'U :a loo1°1tmc p.,.nicipanl in local 
indepcDdalt leagues and U>umamcnb. 

Klc,·ins 1A.·as 3 long.time standout on th.-;: are.i ~nDi!i. «;ourl,,S, winning ma.ny local. re,ional and national lourn.J• 
mt."ffts. In 1975. ~rl ud hi\ p;utncr won lbc l,;11.11.Ud Slates n.111ti011.1.J Jouble!o lit1c: ia lhc 75-aod up 11g1: br•c:kl The:. 
1oum.unc0l "A'.1.S held. in M)'rtlt Bc.«:h. SC. At ag~ 45. be -on tbe \\re\t \'1Jgini.;i. st.ate !oiag(c! utlc :ilDd le.a.ma! ~itb 
the I.ate Lor.an ~lcn:cr foe Joublc.\ hon<>1s in lht:ir age c;roup Earl .1.h,u won numcruu~ Ogleba) Parlr .. Tt.-nni\ Club 
ebamp:lun!i.bips lhruuih his mid~ al wb.i.ch time he n:Un..-d from eompc!Jti\.e tcnoi~ 

The commlltcc for I.he Samuel/\. Murrtlc) O\',\C Ilukclball Cl.a\~ic pr~1ucJ Kl..:"-j:,,: 1i1.·illl lbe ~hc:n "Bobh) .. 
IA&~!l<>n O!fn:\J.1, ~\"'ard. Earl and hb 'Wife I.UC) ba'-'C been m.uria! for more 1.hu 70 ~ The) nli~ thf0C 

t.:hildrcn Earl Jr., Jud) .uid lfobcn. The) ha\-C bcc1I M~,;o;i ...,ilh (oof gr..uaddlildn;;a -11,nd fi\C .grcal gr..1odehitdrc11 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coaches) 

Sam Atuly (\\'ba:-1111.g, I h.&b School l..1.ass of 1958). Tbc v.-1,nn1ng~l coach 1n Ohio \.alley 
b gh ~I bQ) !!.' *"'-b..Jl h•~«wy wJLh 6 k I --.·ins m·cr :.1 31)..)a.r carccr. Andy Mlrp,i.'\'iCd .:1 

record sett.)' duu1crOV/\C ll.1.II of hmc nduclCC ~,chard I. -o•clt~ t~IU 
,\nt!), head co..1eb1ng canx.-r m:lvtk:d. l"'-O ~ns ill t=rJ.t.J:)sbutg (0) llip School f l964-

1')66). ~·en )CilB al Whcchna; lhgh School {l'J(fJ-t~6) and th~ I~ :lU )'~ at \\h«,,r;Jing 
Pa,k I hJh School ( 1976-2006). 

~nd' all-umc ror \lc.1on~ in W~t \.iri;1nta\ hl:g sclmol da,~. ,\nd~ s tc.1.m~ 'll-'<'11'1 three 
O an :\.\,\ sLalC clwnpiom.b.ips (ICJ76 al Wbciclio& tllgb t9SO Hd lt1J5 al Wbccliug 111,:k) 
"'"he 1995 sLllc final "·.15 one orlhc m.:moraMc ,cbampiooshll) g.imcs ia \Ii.Va. lloy:f b,,.~h:1t);)l1 
bl<iilOI) a~ And)"1. Patriot., defeated Bc,;lcky Woodro.,. Wt l'lffll ?>-% in .a lriplc"O"otunc nus­
u:rpia.:c. 

Ile ::ils,o .h.ad one. olhcr Pa1ri,x squad f1t:i,h :S.'\ Lhc:- ~tc nmncr-ur ( 1997> and four .lliCmifrn.ali,;l Le.Im, (198:R. 1ci90, 
1998 a.0d 1.000). Andy coached in 92:? games aad bi~ dubs c.,pc:icn«.d on?y lbroc lCK10,g SCilS()(IS l':lldcr b.Js dlrccti01L, 
Wheeling I hgh 4lnd Whol.;ling P'.ark i.tulll1n od for -1n ov,,r l"Ql,:()rd ?0 \Ull.c LDUfflUff'M.."111.J. tn 37 )Coln ill lhc: lwo Ohio 
U....my '5Cbools . .\11dy produced~ 1 scctioul c:harnp1on1-h1p u:.ims , ::S Rc:gi0t1 Ocie lllhl-LS and !!.ix Ohio Va.1..cy At.hlci.lc: 
Cuakn.:Dl\': division p...-naant ,.inners 

Through mosl of hii c.irccr. lhc Whcchns W:ildc.11s and l"ilrk l~oL• dom1na1cd thcir nval" in lhe- t;!)nrrn::n~. win4 

nmg 78 percent or lhm games :1g.un:sl OV-\C opponents The)- alw :1nnu:1.II, i,iillyal a s.chcduh: 1ht 1n..·ll.ldod mold) of 
lhc IOp blskdh.lU f'O"·C'r.- tn Ole ~c. '\nd) wa..:hod four \\i.;111 Vugmlil P'l::t)Q" of the Year sL.aadouL, .ilnd .h.ad 31 play­
ers c.u'll college scbola.nhl~. 1adud1ug 1'C\'C00 Di'\-'1si0ll I i.t:al.w.ut:, 

Ile: 1w1c:c "'a.\ honored a." lhcOVAC Cuacb orlhe Yc.;u (l9763d 1995) In 2004, bcw.m. :scltielcd ill lhc L'pl"!t Oha> 
\alley (~ppcr r>.u, CJub',; (..o,.\fa11 of lhc ,car &Jona ,,ith \1onroc Ccnlnl? Cooch Ja} Or~. Ja 2tm be wa,; the 
n:ciptcnl or I.be Earl (h1bcrfidd Cuacb(..'!11 ,\wacd prcscatcd b) Llu:wmmit&o.: ..tm.,.tJR& lb-.: ;mnu.&.I Samuel A. ~1um?..:y 
0\'\r R..a..~l.:,c1,hill Cb.uic \ 19.s& graduate of Wha:hag tl1gh School, ,\nd)· grad\Llled rmm Wc:."t f Jhcrt} SL.ate 
<;ollcgf: 10 1963- lfc "~ a hasl.ctball W11'tct ,111.d lcttcrma.11 al botb $.Cbools 

Joe Fortunato {Athlete. t940sJ 
J« Fortu.na/a (Mingo H1gh Schoo[. Cl.ass o( 1948). l\ nmc-umc lcucrwtnner m 

lhrcc spon'i at :vhngo (football bask.ctb.311 .and baseball), he "'a~ an Al .Ohto V.al c~ 
Alhleuc Conference performer a.,; a foo1ball anc.1 bas.k.ctbaU pla}cr. 

Fonun,i1,l0 enrolled ;u V1rgm1a M1liLary lnstilUtc:. bul lr.unfcn-cd IO M1s.s1Slt.lpp1 Stale 
"hen ll1e Keydcts' hood «>ach Slick Morion =cpl«! ll,c job will, the Bulldogs. AL 
Mlssi~,;.ippi St.itc, f'ortu~l.n became an All-Southca..,;.lem Conference rulltxlck•linc• 
ba..:kcr 

The honorable mi;:ntion All-America performer led M1..-s1ss1ppi Stllc in rushing and 
had a game high of )69 y.irds aig.a.inst North Tex.a.~ Stale. 

Highlight or h,~ collcgialc career occurred when the Bulldog..~ dcfcatt:d nali.onal champion Termc. .. scc 7. 
O. \·Olunlcc:n.' C~h Gcncr-.il Tum Ne) Ian\! praifl Fortuna1u after Lhe game by calling him one o( the 
grc..tc:sl players h•~ i..cam_,, .at Tennessee had ever faced. 

FortunalO wa~ dr.u't«t in the sc,·enth round by th<: Chicago Bc.:us, bot -played 011e r.ca.~n m I.he Can.idian 
Lc.:i.guc before signing with Lhc ~ational t-=ootb.lll l..cag\lC tc.:im. 

He '.iliWtcJ a1 linc'back.cr ror 12 sc.:sit"mi. (195> 1966) w1lh lhc .. Mons!Cr.- vf the ).-hdw.i.y'" ilnJ w;1.~ named 
fiNt 1cam AH-Pro three umcs along wuh being sclcclcd for the Pro Bowl on ioc occastons., The dc:fenSl'-C 
cap~n o(lhc Bears was also captain of the. last Pro Bowl team coached b~ lhe teicndary Vin.:x: Lombardl 

A(1cr hJ:- playmg i;.an;:er. kx"l\.lnato ~pc;nl t\\o 4\C;lsoi,." on the Bc.:irs' ~Laff. coochrng the hncbackcrs one 
year am.I I.hen sen-ins as defons1\.·c: t.-oordmalor the nt,;L year. 

Fortuna lo also LS the only Ohio Valle~ alhlcLC lO be sclcclcd to the :,.;;,,uonal ltahan Amcncan Sporls Hall 
of Fame. Hc wa.~ I.he: leading ,·otc-gcucr 1n The Cntcll1gc:nccr'!. 1970 A I-Tune Ohio V.:iUcy TC3m, which 
wa_,;. ~lcct.cd b~ a ,·01c or the area '-'iport"" fans. 

Fortunato also is .. mcmbcl' o( Lhc L'ppcl' Ohio V.:tllcy Oappc, Dan Hall of fame. 

John Reger (Athlete. 1950s) 

Jofln Rtt:tr (Lrnsly I ligh School. Cla.,;.s of l 950). Thi~ all•OVAC honoree m football 
and bukctbJU was iPduc:u:d into the Wheeling Caty Hall of Fame in 1998. 

Reger', fontball achIe"cmcnl, were rcmilrhblc c;onjl1dering th.:11 ttc ""'"' lcs.."' th.a.a ,ix• 
rec:, l.:.lll .lf1d weighed Jusl 12.5 pound! "°hen he bcg:.An com.pc-ling as a. tugh school alhlcLe. 
but t\c had more 1mporun1 aunbuu:s such as a h-u,c-. compclill\·e heart aad dw; det.cmn• 
n;al1unora )OUl.h ll\14.:C his ._,,,x: He pta)·cd lullbad.: and I nebackcr at l..1n:o.l) and c.ipt.:nncd 
the 1949 Cadcl sqv.ad 'th.3.l OS( JUSl one game lo Tnadclpiua. (W.19) UI whal u.1a.s l\':prd­
ed as lht- most mcmontbk high ~hoof football oonlesl played dunng Utat cna 41 Wheeling 
h,land SWi1um 

Reger ,.cnt on to lhc tJmvcrsit) or P:iltsburgh on ,1 footbaJL schol:inhip and h1~ freshman t.cam in 1950 \\-Cd.I 
undcfc.alcd. Art.er j.u~I three ,·a~1ly game., 1ht rl•llow1ns ,.-car, hi"' c;ollcg1a1c career was enc.led b~ a knee 1nj1.1.f}. 

1 he Wheeling n~u,·c rccumOO home and "'a" \\'Orkfog in a gasoline sl.ltlon .., hen hi), formct hi1-h i;c:hool cooch. 
Et, Rmc, arranged a lryoul for him ~ ·1h lhc: PIU,cburgh S1tclc:n c,·cn !hough he had rtot ptaycd fO('l(baU 111 th:rcc 
)'C:ID; Displa)1ng the s.amc .t:rit and iJc1crmin.1Lion he hac.l ~hu¥,n jn high school. Reger opened the 1995 ~~n 
as one or the: Sa«lc"'' sl:lrting i1ncbackc-N. During h1!o nine- sc:isons in Piusburgh, Reger earned three P'ro Bo"'I 
111.w-11a1i011ll He became: CJ.puun of 1he St.ccler~ dcfen:Q..-c uml and v.-a.-. "Olcd 4.s lhc acam's: MVPd\mng lhc ~959 
>Uson. Rc-gcr p(.iycd ·n hi!- rir.,.l Pro Bm1,l ·n 1960 and madi; I-Au man:: appearance~ in 1961 and 1962. 

He suscamcd a 1,rc•lhrcau:ning and .near c.uccr-cnd1ns; ln; ul') du:nng his (ma.I ~son in Piusburgh during a 
g:nnc a_pinst the f:.:i.glcsal frJnl,d n flc!d in Ph1la.dclphia Reier \\'.IS h.11 in lhc: he.id and had a !ipa~n, in h1~ tbro=it 
lha1 cut off air. Fonuna1ely. lhe ambulance lhc) scnl ror rncudcd O\)gen .u,d he \\.S rcvi.,.cd. Follo~ing th.ti 
harrowing mcidcnl. evc:ry 11;:.a.m 1n the ~~ ~ ·A..'11 required lO ha,·e o,ygcn on the siddlncs 

Reser \\'ill' placed on wai,·cnr. b) the SLCCl<::r11 prior 10 lhe \tart of the regular :-cason in 1964 .tnd he ...,as pickw 
up b)" lhc Wash1ng10n Rcdsktns. for whom he pla)ed three more }Cits bdorc rt tiring O\·erall. he pla)cd 12 sea. 
§Onlli: i n lhc :'\'FL 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlete - 1960s) 

Ro«n 'Bo' McConnauKhY (\\>"heeling Central f figh School. Ctn-. or 1966) J le: \YaS :a 
l'-"()-Spnn phc,mm (Of lhc ¼mun Knighl>< in the m)d 19ti0s, i..Lamcig in txa..-.ldba.11 and ba.'ITC"• 

boll. 
Mc:Conn:ivgby ""-.ls ii four-)"e.11' lclLCnt'l.lrl in both sports, pining firs1-1c.:un all-state hon. 

ors in bascb.111 as a :-.cnior. Thal S.tmc year he: &a,mcrcd siecond-tcant .i.11 .. wc1u Virginia l::u:• 
tel, in hoofll'- artcr hclpin.s I~ lhc :\o1.aroon Knight,; to the Wes1 Vfrg,nia Catholic 
Tournament 1itle 

ln baseball. Mc:Connaughy is considered one of the best shortslops: I.he Ohio Valley prep 
ranks has c\·er produced Ile "-CRl on lO s1.ar al W~t Liberty State Co!kgc m both spom. 

Jn 1970. MeConnaughy wa, named firsl-leam all-WVIAC ~~ a. d1of'l.l;lop aiid :<hortly 
LJ\erg(lCr ~igncxl a. pro(e,~00,11 C:Ol'~r:i..c:L wilh the. Ba?timorc Oriol~ A )'Car prcuously, he wa..~ drafted by lhc 
Cutcm~ti Red~ m Ulc 24th f'Ol.lnd. hvc rouod?J ah.Cold of Ken Cri(k). Sr. 

He 'ipcTit three ye.a~ in the- Oriole~• farm ,;~~\cm before relu.mm, hc.,mc MJ 'ililmng for the WarwOlX.I Reds or 
1hc Ohio Va.lit) Ba...-.c:ba-11 Lcas~. 

Bo was a second-learn all--conforcncc selection as a senior for the Hilltoppcrs' hoop lc;un 
McConna.ug.h) h.a.-. mainLaincd his rel.ilJonship w,th West Llbcrty, linishmg up his 25th yc..r al the I lilltoppcrs· 

lxL.l'oCb:d helm. 
He ha.~ accwnula.t.cd more lhan 500 wins .i.l tui .alma ma1et 10 go lo\lllh Ch·c conference cro"'-l\S and a bcnh in the 

1~ .~Ali\ World Scnes ~cCoaoaugh)· led the Black &. Gold to 1he1r rirs.1-c1-cr :,,.:cAA Rc11onal Pl.a.yom. m 
199ll. 

~1eConnaui;:h~ ~ clcc..'lc.d lO the We~, Libcn~ State C..,llege H,dl of Fame m 19R8 I-le hil-'> been na.mcd WVJAC 
Coat::h-<l-Tbe·Y~ OD four occ.Lilons 

In addlllon to baseball, he bM coached fOO(baJI, trac,;k and mcn·s and ~omen's b&skctball a1 West Ubcnv He 1s 
cum:ntl) tn charge or lhc WLJ;C ln1.ramurd.Js Program. • 

Bill Hinegardner (Coaches) 
Rill Hilt~tU'dMr ('.\!cadow Brtdg< I lig:h Xlwol. C.1au o£ 196()). kdcm:d lo by lhc l.tlc:- Bill 

Van I lomc a.-t \I/ Va Wmthnr;',; \bn of CharaclCf;· U1ncg::.rdnc.r ra:c1Ycd t111 ti.Khclor·, degree 
(rom Concord College n · cxl.i and master's degree hom \\-C'lil Virginia L:mYc~il)' m l1J68 Tbc 
former Concord baskc:lhaU ;md baseball pl.a)'cr c:nk.:n:d lhc .\br\ball Counl)' School SytU:m as a 
mai.hcmatJQ tcar.lal;:r 111 lhc 1964-6,."i 5ChOOI \'cat. IJc: \Cncda..s an 3.UISU.Ola>ach 1n wrcslhng and 
r001ball ill Mou.mbv!'le m,b for .hn:c ,..c:.:&n hcfon: taking m·c:r the bead ~-n;,U1C1g: po~11ion when 
the ronwlid31cd Job M.aNbll. I hgb School opcned Its dool'l ill tbc OUI.KI of tbc 1%8--ll) ,;cbool 
yw. (luring bis r4 }un; as ht:m coach the \tooarth program blx.amc oix or the ~1 su.c:a..-s,:­
f11I 1nlbcO\'.\Ca.n.d.1!1-0h, 1hc~ta1eor\~1 V1rg11ua. lti11cgardnc.r's tcam1'.won rour W. \·a.Cla.-.s 
,\,\,\ championships (lm. 1?73. t9'74 and 19'79J The '.\loo.utb~ '11,-Cf\: also n.irincn-up four 
\Jm.c:.\ ::md limshc:d lower l.h.:m \i,;lh plocc only orKc in lhc: \\ \.'a SUilC Tournament The Ron ~:111ek O\.'\(; Wrestling 
Tournament 1.1w lhncgardocr's John '.\tanhall powcrbou~\ Lake Ou: O\lcraH 1cam tlllc four times ( ?72, ·n. 74 ·n, aad 
fo11sb iCC01'd fi'f'c time., The ,.lonardL ... also c.amcd rhc 0\-1\C.. c....lan 4-,\ Lttlci :ind emc:rsaJ ~ C:13.'is +A Du.al Meet ,un• 
1>c:rs Ci\·c lin'IC"<. Fron, lka:ntbi.:rur 19il 1brougb Dca:mbcr or 1976, Hincg.ard11cr's wrcsllcr. went 1brou,1b -t str.11gbl 
dual maLc:bc) "',thout .1 dc(cat. I b,-oirc:nil du.al rrcC:! record wa.. 33-2?-1. lhne,1,Nncr·, program prod~"CI 20 indi,td• 
uil s1.atc dwnp,ons. ln 191'6, he w:11, :i mc:m~t or the l:llc Mike l..insk>'uuf'Tlhal led John ~b.nhalJ 10 the W. \',1, CliS\ 
,\,\,\ foo1bill t1tlt. JJe Kf\'cd :is !'Tc11dcnlor !>inxtororu,c \\'. Va W~'.'ilba,g c.:.o.icbc., ,h~oc.; 1bc Region One Coache\ 
,\!t~1ation, MardWl Covl)I) Coache~ •\t,~lallon~ C.::O.D1rtGCOr or tbc Q\'o\t; ;ind W \'a Stale Tournament~. i:,c:nti"c 
Hand M<:trtbcr or the O\'.\C J11d the WVSS.\C ·or Wn:s1hn1. Hts 11.v.:1.rds include ,at1onal \.'i-rcsllmg lall of :unc 
I.J{ctlme S<:ntc.e 1n Wrc!llin& o\\\ard l2004J; S°J1io~ lhgjl Stbool C..oacbl.'1 \,;soc;Jallon Du,tnc:t 3 ~b ol 1bc: YClt 
(IIJ76t;O\',\C Coach o( the Yc;u- ()974); \\r. \':i. w~ch11g OJacb or the Year (three umc,) C.:ppr;r OJuo Valle:) ll::a.ppc:r 
l):itn A1:h1-crcmcnl •\'11,,.ard~ {l'\11-0 IIJTIC'!'I) :\tr ~l:.d .\w;ud ·or cot.itnbulwns 10 1hc spon of .,.,_,c:slhog 1a the 0\.' \ C h 9'6i) 
L'.ppcrOtuo \.lllcy Dapper D.i.nC".u-l R llanull \\lo·ard(:000) '.\.1ouadn1llc \reaJumorl.11.im'JbcrorCom~n:c J11nhdsc 
.\".in;i (l'J77) givto ~or 0111swndtng "-Ork m rdigt0u, and )OUlb :.::tn-11Jc,;, .md. Ute Johii \.1mhil..ll J11gh School W.tU of 
i:amc {First <..1au. 2005). :\Her Ttlnin1 rmm \.l;m;hal.l louol} 10 199'J. Bill \11-C:nl 10 ~ork ror 1hc: S"'·111:crland or OhJo 
School DistnCl az N:ivc lt,gh .ss a Gu1daru;c C.oun~lur uiilil be: rc-urod in 2001 

Don Fleming {Athlete· 19S0s) 

Oo• 1'"kmint (Sb.Mdyi1dc lhgh School. Oa.s.s or 19SS1 The 11\0-llmc \11-0h.io \..tic~ 
Alhlcul· Coorcn.'1\cc !ml IC.Im hCM1oroc: In footh.ill. Fleming "'·as c.:apt.1.111 of I.he.: 'tigers' undc­
fo:1.led oonrcrc:occ c:hampmn" in I?~ I le aJ50 pla)U center for Lhc S~:,"1dc ;(QU3d lbac '>I-On 
110 O\'AC iliv1~00 UUc in. boskcLb.all Th.LS 11c""'IJI'-' ..ilhlc.:U: pl..i)a.! in I.he Ob.lo l...i..'it-Wol \II• 
St.lt ha'IC~II game .held in r.<\lumhus and pcrformod ,n lhc Ofuo-Wc..,1 \ · rg1n1.'.l AII-.Si.ar 
Fro1b:!ll G.amc ~Id dunoc the ,ummcrof 19S5 at \\'bcchag lslaod Stadium Hcauag Wcnl OJI. 
1o Ille: t;ni\·CNil)- or 1-loriWI on J rOOlbuU ',;(!holuf"!llup. lk '11,.1.'11 .i. ,Jm.'C·)Cilr lll.&r1A:"r ;,;nd ..i lwo­
w•) cad performer for I.be Ga1ors_ !Jc w:as clcclCd CIJUlrl o( the 1 !.JS& cm that played ,n lhc 
Galor Jk,\A.J ant.I -~ .t member or W: •\11-So\llh~-m Confcrcncc I.cam th.u.1 ~me.: \cat". I le: 
w~ drafled hy 1111: Cbicago CJt:diaaJ~ or the ~c1l10ILDl l-ootNII t..c:111auc and the 80!'.tlMl.

0 

!-'ittnol" 
of lhc,\mcric.in Footb.111 League. Jro-,it,"'\·cr, Hcm1ngcli:r;u;xl to rc:m.un 1n c:ollc:gctocompli.-te •·ork on hu, dcgrt1:aPd 
phi) ba.°"1:ha.U. ,\" .a $Cllior. Flcm1ag .ilKl ""a.,; ch.o-.cn aJpw.in o( !Jlc Hondit h.l.M.:h.all 1,e;am lhaL .. on the SEC' champ•· 
om.hip aad carucd .a bcnb i11. lbc :"\"CA \ toumamcal. lntht.: spnag of l?:S'), l'1cm1a5c.utJcd .t. dc&tcc .a 111 00d~tuc1Ion 
c:nginet."T. Whc-n PJul Hrown owncr-0.ah or the 0("cland Rro~·ns. tr.Mlcd ror Fl(:mmg\; Sl:i . nglu.s. Jlcrn1ng 
by~i,;c:d iig11uig" lib the ba§Cb:i.ll lialumorc: Onola and doc1dc:d to play profC"."\10nal toadull. 1.)c,tpilc:- IIC\Cf ll.a"10.g 
played JcfcDM"C baii.:k be liWftc.J. iD a rook.le *iltl tbc: llro~u .tt ~fol~ 1ml.l mi'd..; the ~H .. ,\11-koulr.Jc tca1.m 1a 1960 
ArLc:r h,-. thlrdM::1."inn w1lh. LhcBmwn~. Heming "'as nomcd.tothc: \11-'\'.H 'inltcam ln W,l(')rr-:\C.l.'00. wh ,;.:wQfL.:­
ins 00 .i coosm.1"'-'UOO Job buIld.u11 :111 a. ~k 1a Honda, Hcm.1:ng was killed I.a an cloctncal accnlcat Ho" u~ : , . 
1937 l~em,n1 wa.,; JU'!l;I 2.4i yc:an. ,Wd illl Lhc umc of h 1~ pa.,;.sinc l'lc.\pitc h..&, ng pl.:.tycd JU.SL throe ~s " ,. Lbc: 
Browns, he lud soch an 1mp,1Ct on the franchise thal lhcy aamai Lbc.r practice held. l·lcm111 Htld. ri .m honor .JQd 
n:ured ~o 46. "'bu;b w;u. )us n12mbr..-r 1'ht l'n1\·l!ml,.. or MunWI iwnal 11Ji. mlrdmural 11cld. l lcm1as l 1clJ. and lhc 
l·londa Alumni .\~1abon. c....tahhshcd J.11 award 1n hti i,amc: 1haL ts ,,~·en annual )' to UI~ ~nior n any tpnr1 
c,;cmpl1fy1ng tbc bes; l~co;b1p q~liues llcillso w;t.S scli;:ctcd for 1nduct1on into 1hc Lmvemt)' or Jlonda's llall or 
hunc .ind IS A member or the Slalc or I londa !1 ·\1hh:llc [ I.II of htrne. Stlody~tdc l hgh Sc;.bool 1\.-tm:d h.i, nllmbc:r (59) 
and named ll" a.th!clie oomplcx. Mcming Field 

Bob Kelley (A1hle1e - 1960s) 

Bnb K,lky (Weir I tigh School. Class or 1961). Kelle) mode L11c mo.<L or hi, gifted 
and s:pc:cdy leg., to cane his niche mlo the Wctt High and OVAC rcoortl books In 1wc., 
'.'i.porl-,_ He wa..c;; a sL;.tr bol.h o~ lhc gridiron W the track cinder<; o, the Red Riders. 

Kelley - ca.ached b:, lhc lcgcm!ar) Jim Care) - rushoc.l for 2,730 yardi and 4! 
career IOOchdown.,. Kelle) led Weir to a I 0. I sca,,;.0n and the West Virginia sl..ltC 
1:hamp,00-.ihip 1n 1960. Mc g.unci.l l.2.59 y&d-.i lhal. )'cat' "ith 22 touchdo-wn~. 

In 1hc 40-0 roul of Sltfo 1n the ~tatc championship game. Kelley wa~ a onc4 man 
\H-C.Ckmg CfC'4 He ~I 1cd fourTDs und. p;t..,-;l;Q, ( l.)J' a t'ifth. 

KeUcy wa."i also .1 h"o-way '."il.arter .u J j unior for lhc Rai Ruicl'S. He wu I.he second 
uoJ.crc:1.i."~ITlCn in ~ h1lilnf1' 10 ro:civ.:; Lhc Kennedy Award ( 1959), ~towed c:ich. year on the ~1auc":o. 
premier prep f001ball pl•ycr and Lhc first winner from Lhc OVI\C. The firsL-LC:lm all-West Virginia ond all­
OVAC honoree captured the W1g'--'~m .llld Schol;i.~tic. Magv.rnc All-American honor} l-"i the Red Ridcrt. were 
rankctl I Ith nolionall). He p!a)cd 1n lhc OVAC AII-Sw Game .,,J Jd1 wuh Mosl ValU3ble Pla)cr ae<:olodcs. 

Keney alM> 11'\adc hi!t millk In u-.u;k his sc-n,or sca.,;on. I le c.-:,tablishcd a Stc'C! Vo\! ey l..c.l.guc rc,;orrJ t( 9.9S 
SOr..'Ort<U ,or the 100.)atd dash and an OVAC moc1 siandard or IO. I 5eeonds al the 5.1.ffle disl..dncc. 

tc "'a." "°'cJ mmL \.3l~blc performer al I.he OVAC mcc1 whc.rc he "t>n three god medal~ and one s1 ,ct. 
He " ·cnt on lO w~n ... our rcg1on:.tl unck Lil.Jes and foul' more med.as in the st.Uc mcc:l, including SC'--ond pl11H.c m 
the 100-)-.rd da\11. 

AfCCI' graduation (run, Weir. KcUcy m.aLri(..-ulalC'd LO Cameron Junior College in Oklahc.,ma. He led lhc Ag.:i°c:~ 
LO ll1e JUCO champ,onship, bcaung Bakersfield, 28-20. in a game played in Lhc Ro.< B=I Kelle) led 
Cam.crun \\o1lh 712 )ti.Kb on Lhc ,',C.a..,:on, earning fl~t-tcam a!J-Oklahoma Conference learn honor). He W..Lii a1'4.> 
honored on I.he ,961 Junior College Hdms Athlctic; Fowidalion AU-American team a.~ a firsHcam. ha.Jrback. 

i -le later attended Olclahoma Suuc .and Colorado. bl.ll w;i._, s1dchocd du.c lO injum:s. 

Gene Cattane (Athlete - 1970s) 

G,,u Coltlln, (St Clail"',i llc H'gh Schooi.Cla'!.s of 1'177). Ca11.;1nc put LOgc:ll!.cr an 1mprc."-"" 
,ivc: rc:m•yc:ar c:.arca::r on the diamond :is a. ,hc>rtSt.op and p1LChcc (or t.ht Red Da1li 

Some 30 )C:US lalc:r. he sull niW in Ohio'~ top O in l\\-0 st.itis1ical C'.llcgoricri. - .>:o 4 on 
1.hc.tll•timcQ.K'('C biL list\\o-jtb l'72 :llld :-.:o. 7~n RBI ~·ith ,45 ta 09 \an.II) g;.uncs,C..ltaDC 1. 

c:an:t'r nu.mbc:l'"j .atso inclwb! a bltllng :1"cr.:i.gc or .43 , w11h 127 t\lD\ ~red. 29 home runs. 
13 1nplcs .1nd 2S doubles A, a pilChcr, he compiled a 1~11 c:arcct rta)fd 

He was a ro11r.timc all-Valley !oClcction (second tca.m .1,, ,1 t~!lm.JII :ind C..r,;t 1.c:.am Ilic next 
lhroc ~c.,.n.. ind\lJ(ng "C'l"\•ing .1.; .,;.a~n as a sc:nia>r) a.nd he \11-.t.S !!oelcucd lo -p.i11ii.:ip!lte in four 
fu-"lcnl Ohio 8.l"CbaU Lca.guc All-Star C.unc:.-. C..tt.ane wa» alw tabbed ror I.he Obou AII-S\.i&J' 
Sc:ric:-. in Co!llmbu .. , C9Uivalcnl Lo g.a.ining: .ill•M.J.Cc: honor.,. al I.bl ti.me. 

As a !l<:niur. Cat\.&nt helped the Red Devils to lhc. OVAC Cl..i'l>li 3-A chamjhohhip .uxl ..1. 23-9 ov,;.:rall n:c,tm1 I le 
b1mcd 478 (firlh in the ,-allc~) "'il.b ,.alley-lc.idin, loYI~ or 54 kil-1, 10 home runs. JS RB( J.nd 35 runs ..c.un:d. I le 
u.lso hiMJ four uipit".'I. "i" doubles .ind 16 'ilOlcn b.L."CS. On the mound, he"'~' 6-2 w 'th ;,i I 73 ERA in 512 inni:ng_'i, 
suiking oat 71 while- -~king 27 :iind ... uotwuigJI hiL•- Cattane0

ll j unior Hmbcn included a .45S 11,cnag.c: t!:'tb in the 
OVAC) wilh valle~ bo.L'i 1n home run, (8) and RBI (36) along • lb 40 h1b, k1vc double,;, lh!"OC triple!> and 26 n,n,_ 
Kurcd A" :s •npbomnrc:, he hil 349 "'1th ".i.llc) high"\ in hornc nsl'I\ (9) .i.nd RBI (46) alOflg wilh 3ft hit.,., four dou.• 
bla, lhroc tnpk.11, and 32 runs scon::d Hi" rn:.<1bm.11'll tot.II~ included a 449a\'Crag,;.: (fourth in I.ht OVAC) a.11d ,·allc:y4 

lc;idrng mark< 1n nil'- (401 and run,; "C(lred (34) aloni wiLh 10 d:nublo., l.hrcc tnple., l\\-O home runs and 2S RBt. 
la addiuon LD b,, b11h ~bool cxp)oil~, Cat1anc ~as 11J!W> d 'itaDdoul American Legion player He wa.'i c.i.mcd Ob10 

t\mcnc:an Legion Pla.)'cr of I.he Year 10 1976 lfLcr lcad:'llg. "1:iynaJd f\:Kt 666 t.o a "\UI.IC nu1.nc-r-up .1n1'ih 'll,1lh, ::g.7 
rta:>rd, battmg 350 fonhe '\Cason 1acluding 433 ia ',('\'Cn 1oumamCfll gamt'!li. He iho pla)-cd for more lban u )t.ll1 

w1t.h Maytiard of the Ohio Vartcy B;i~b.111 tcagiie and was a pcrciinial all•'iL:lr. 
Cat1.1nc. 111duc1cd 11110 the SL C Hall of rame 1n ~-dlcd in ;a coal t111ning aa:1dcnl on Scpl fO, 1!'90 at the age 

0131 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Alhlcie - 1970sJ 

John Lton (Brooke High Sd'i{'IOJ, Cl•lllii or t976) Th1!0 Bniin 'itarrcd in lhrCC" !'lpon..-.. 
etching his name into 1bc OVAC annals a, one of the premier footba.11 linemen and track 
1.1.c11!1htmcn c, er to l.-Ompctc 1n 1hc confc~ncc. 

Loon - 1,1,ho uas also a standoul grappler JI Brooke - wu a t"'"0-'"1.) line $tar for 
the po"4ocr'"ul Bruln~. e.tm ng a ffl)nid tl al l-Mar acct1iadc1ri, including the I97S Ken 
H1.1n1 ""'a.rd. going LO the Lincman of 1hc YQr in Wc5' Virginia. making Leon 1hc- r rs1 
OVAC \lo inner of lhc prc: ... ugiuus honor. 

Lc,o~ led Brooke to_ a 9.J seuon en rou~ to Ute OVAC championship io hi!!: junior 
campaugn berorc earning ;.11.a:inrc~ncc and alJ•suu: laurels as a M:nior The puv.crful 
Leon. pla)cd. II\ the 1976 OVAC All·S'-='r ga.mc. ~p(aming the Mouni.ainccn 10, ictoT). 

He ~clll ju~t IL' imprt!l...lril\ c in tnu:k .circlc11. tc1,1,•nting tbc OVAC tc00N botik!!i in the 5hut pul and di-..cus fa 
'1\c 1976 state mcc:t. Lc:on auochcd the ·ron baU 59-1. breaking 1hc W. Va. standard by ,omc t~o foci The 
rcconl illsltd \1'1.(1 )ColN before being CC,1p-icd b) lulu.re Ol)mpnm Rund~ Barnes Leon "'un 1hra: :dale thru"'·­
LnJ utles 1"-0 in the sbotput and one ·n the d)s.;us. 

L.c~ln ¥.'a.'i al~ a force on the m.tls, t.'ompili ng u 48-6 mu.rk ti.', .a junior .1nd ~n·U"r hcu )"'eight 
t;pon gr:aduahon fro~ B~kc. Leon aco;pted ~ football sc:hohush1p to ~01rc Dame He "'•as a llucc-)CM 

lcltcnnan for the F ghung lnsh. .s~ a guan.l. The ?mh. YttlI1 IYto Cul.ton Bo'A-ls and unc Galor Bowl during hi'!: 
Cireer at South Hend After gradu<11.1log "rom >:otrc Dame. he rccc1\cd his ~JD degree from Wcsl Vug1n1a. 
l,;ni\ef"liil) in 1984 

He has been a n1di0Jog1s1 for 20 )Cars. He is th~ current president of Rachological Pb)sicians Associa1cs 
He !'i p,11-t pn:~ident of lhc ~c~l Virginia Rad1ologic1tl Socict). pa"l prc11iden1 o( the !Vtanon Counly Mcdic1I 
Soc1ct) a.swell as past prcs1dcn1 or the Fairmont held Club 

Leon and h1!< "'-Ire M.&rc) h.11,c been married for 22: years. The) h.;,1.,.c; four ~hildrcn· )\1hnn), Cumillc:. l!..4bel!11 
and Jo,eph 

Anthony Reed (Athlete - 1980.J 

Aldllony RHd(Whceling Park I ligh School, Class of 1989). Recd lcfl a I.a~tlng mark 
on the .alhlcuc scene both fof lhc Purio1s and the OVAC. evident ~ hen he became the 
f1rsl pcrwn induc:tcd mlO the Whc-cling Park Sport11 Hall of Fame m I 997 (or hi~ 
e.'tploiL, in ba,;kclball .anJ 1rad. 

On the baslmball court, Recd '"'·as a two-time fir<n LC.am AU-W. Va. Class AAA sclcc• 
tion. -.en ing as captain as a junior. He wa., a lwo.time t:SA Today W. Va. Player of the 
Year and the Gator.lde Sl4tc Pliycr of 1hc Year as a ,-c,niot. He .-LMI gained fiNlt IClimAII­
OVAC and All-Valley accol;uics twi~e and 1'a'ii a 1/l•captain on The tntclhgcnccr'.,; ull• 
do<ad<toamo[tltc 198(),; 

The 6-4 14·ing M."tlrcd l ,290 poin1-. la two ~SOO!i, lndud:ing wru&t ;.1ill «.ind,; iL.'i a 
!iehool-rccord 663 poinL'\ (a !8 9 per-game .a,·cragc) ;i.-. a lt.Cnior. I le a,·cnagcd l l.S rebounds per game 1ha1 }c.lr 
;md :i.tso SCI uhat ~"35 !hen an OVAC-rcrord 88 lhrcc-point goals as a senior. As. a junior, Recd was scleelc.d 
to 1hc West V1rgmi,1 Cl,1.'41s AAA AII-ToumamcnL 1eam. 

ln lr4':k, lhc wlcntcd Recd was .1 :i-tdlar pcrfom,cr in lbc high jump. hunJJc:; .and n:la}" 
A two-tJmc We,1 Virginia Clas., AAA ~ate ctw.mpion m th.c high Jump (1ncludm1 a mccHecord 6 ft. 9 in 

c~fon), tic also set wha1 \\>as lhen a: ,·allc)·r«ord with. :i 6 h. 11 io leap Recd plac:c:d second in the I IO•mctcr 
>ugh hunJlcsal lhc -.i.atc mccl (I4 65 ~1mM and \\3!' on ~talc champi(}nship r<"l;,y teams t.o help Park finish 
,1 close M:C.Ond 1n the Class AAA SL.lie meet in 1989 

Tbc P:irk product also made his presence. fdt at 1he collcg1atc lc"·cl. st.lnjng and lettering for three ycafS ;it 
Cleveland State C'ni"·cr.;1ty He !>OOrcd 1,090 poinl!i (r.anl:ing him LOth on the all-time CSU ,;coring list al the 
hmc), averagu'tg: 15.6 po1n111 per g:amc ax a t1Cn.1ur lo c.a.rn r.ccotid team All-Mid Cun11ncnt Confcn::ncc :acco-
1:i.dcs As • ... unIor. he .aYcr.agcd 13 2 point:J per g1UT1c wtd rcce1,·cd 1hc Paul StcYl'.an Award prc.,cn1cd 10 the 
pla)-.;r who!.C unsung contributions did lhc mosl 10 further the success of lhe team Recd also won the Mid­
Conhncnt Conrc-rcnt.-c high JUMP ch.art1p1onsh1p ;,b a JUnI01 

Chris Enochs (Athlete. t990sJ 

C:lutt Ettodu LO...k. Glen. H11b. School. Cta .. ~ ol 1994) Enoch!> exccllC4 1a three Sl)Otts 
for lbc Golden ~D. but •t "'ob b.l~ball ~·berc be \\Ould make hn• b~.cgi:st imp.let. 

Er,o.;h.)' §CD1or se:L\OD d1amon.d c"<plo1ts earned b1m r,rst learn all.Wc,i;t Virgn:iia Clo1ss 
AA .to.:o[adCj and he~-~ oumcd tbc .. Pll)ct of the YC4lr" b) OOlh Gator.Kie aod LiSA Tod~) 
aod w.u. !>cl«lcd a!! Lhc runncr•llp for tb.Jt honor 'b) tb.e W Va Spuruwntcrs A~SOCl~tl<>n 

AI\O .i fo~L team all-OVAC Clai,;s 3-A fir.-;t teamer and • P!.ncr of Lb.c Year'" .ind .aii al • 
Valle:)· r, "1. lCllmcr ».nd .. b11 icbuol" cap1..a1n. Ennchs led 1bc u

0

1ley"' lh I t home l'\ID'li .ind 
4Z RBJ \\oh1I~ b:ut..ng 442 H1!t pncbmg lOU!~ 1tidudcd a 6.-4 record and ,1 I 22 E. RA w1Lh. 
106 ~tnlccouu .1.nd 26 w, k,. n 63 1nn,ng!I. He pitched a pc-.fcc , game "or 0.lk Glen ag.ain!ll 
i oronto 

0~ ~be baskc1b.,Jl court.Eooc:a,: \11 '1.~ f. " t learn :il ,-0 \oAC :J.'ld a - Va Icy.ind l\o'H an bonor.1.blc Mt"flf;-'"" a ll-W04 
V1r,e~.,...,,Cla!t!i AA ~...c,,,(ll HG Jl\'(ra1~ •9 2 po,i,t,J. :and ., 2 ~ bound\ pc .. ,:amc ,1,: a senitlf' an4 fi.ni:.h.cd b.i'l. earccr 
\\llii 1.,0,t, poi~ 

On tbe fOOlball field Ellocb~ e.1mcd lirsl icam all Wcsl Virginia C!'3:!o A/\ as a quarterback 3.ftcr leadmg Oak 
Glen to its f1n1-cvcr W\"S.Si'\C pl:.) off a9pc.1tancc. Also a first team .ill-0\oAC C ass :J-A a .di 1111-\,'lJlk,, ptd. 'IQ 
lcJ the \a.lie) "Ai.th IJ29 p;iMIDJ y.1.n!~ 

On.fu:d bt_ tbc Cle~~l.ind lnl11ans In 19!4 &ocb~ opled fur .a ~ bul•mb1p w Wcsl Virgin1;,. 1Jm.,.cn1t)' ~be;~ bC' 
~fftt: UIC' trig C'-.h.. P,,u:t.:et o Lk 'fear , In.t tcitm AIU!.1.1t .Rc;1<n1 ;:iM '-'.il.'IP a s«'OM tc.Jm All-Amcncan p,'11; 
b~ Ba,c:ball Amenca. Tbc Sporting "-:e"'" and 1he :0-:alJonal G 1tlc1i;lle l;l~cblll WnlCB. ~·amcd the team', ,:o­
MVP, he ~·a~ IZ-f Qll lhc mound wnb a 3 03 F R.A .and JO complete g.1.mc~. inelud111g .a no-hiller :11ain~1 
V1lli1it10T.1 ..._, a 11:11,101' he \.\3." named tbc e·, F'..a.ot.1 ToumamcJU 1

'i MVP and Outot.tandIng ?i~bcr. ,::.nnc.hot. ._.:Cl :n 
\.loin:1., including 14 complete game!, in bi! lhn:c-~c:ar ~ou1:1t.tlnecr Ga.ICC!' 

J-'"0J101,1,ing h1~ junior }·c.ar. lu;· bec;:amc; lh~ high'c::u druftcd pl.11.ycr 1n OVAC bi! IOr)', iClcctcd .~o 11 in lbc lirst 
round b,· the Ot1lcland Atblcucs Iri 1991 Tbc &-), ~25,paund rigb1°h.:11:1dcr wl1h. .a 93.milc per hour fastball played 
ai11c 11,C.M>a!I in Ille mltlor leagues. the lim u-, en io 1bc OU.Jud organi.1.ation .aod thco one )ear c.acb for HouslOo 
and Pal~burgh lie p1tcbcd in 250 games \lllth a 4S-52 record and a 4.9l E.R A. posun& 661 slnkcoub while 
\.loa)kina: 380 He was a member of lhc Cl.ns AA~\ Pacific Cout Lc.ag,ue ch.i.mpmn Sacramcolo R1,·etcats add 
pl.a)'od for tbc P\lcno Ri~n W11ncr J...e.tguc ~b..unpmn Ponce Lcone11, 

Ertoc!I~ .alw pla}cd forTc.tm USA. •irn,mi ,;1 :111\cr medal al th~ 2001 World Cup In Ta1,u11 

Class 
of 

2008 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete • 1980sJ 

/tMi/tr HylmuJ Brow11 (R1,·er lligh School. Cltis of 1986). She rank..~ among the all• 
time grcaLc, in gub' track. ha,ing e1.cellcd. al lhc conference lc.:igu.c and stale lc\o·cl!. of 
competition as :i sprinic,. 

In four years a1 OVAC Champ1onsh1p mcc:lS. Hyland scored a whopping 126 p01nL°' &!ii 
R~,·cr won l'U.'O Class 2-A team Utlc!i ( l983 ,,1nd '86) and f1n1shed .1s runner-up l',1,1Ce 
(1984 and '85) Dunng her fn:shma:i, 1'0phon'IO(C and Junior )cal'l'I ~he wun the 100,200 
:md 40().metcrs ;ind was on lhc \\.inning J 600,.mei.cr ~.la) t.cam Whtie as a scmot. she 
"''On the 400 and )6CX)..rcla ►• a11d \\'a~ 5CCOnd nth(; 100 and 200 

In 1,,ta1e mcc1 competition, Hyland 'l\.b the 4(X)..mc~r runnr:r-up L" a f rc~hrN-n ,n 1983. 
fi~t in IJ\e 400, !ICCOnd in the 100 and th rd in the 100.1s a ~phomott" m 1984 ~her 24 pomL.-. ,;;1nglc-handcdl) 
g,11\e Rh·cr a 1hird pf.11ec finish in 1be slate)~ 'irst 1n the 400 as ,1 Junior m 1985, and first 1n the 400 ~ nh a 
~Lale-ref.Ord lime or SS 65, and on Lhe 1o1~th ?lace 1600-mcler relay team a...<1: a ~mor in 1986 

.Hy.land also ~park.led in Ohio V:, ey Track U:ague (OVTL) Champ1onsh1p mccls for lhe Lad:,. Pilou:, 
winning i.hc 200 and 400 all four ,-cars while Laking the 100 lhc _;1s1 lhrcc 

She .i ;.ocnjoy~d tremendou.\ i.uCee~s 1n lhc Belmon1 Counl) Rcla,\'~. f1 n1sh ng ;is 1hc tops.corcfasa !tOph• 
omore ailer wrnmng .ltc 100, ~.:i.nd 400; d1.1.phca.Ling Lhe tOJ)K"OtCr feat a.s a. Junior by wmrung th¢ gmc three 
~)~q ne udin,g ,,1 mccuccord 1n lhc :(AA, iind sconnS, thc ~me 't1ple'· as :i scn,or (bc11enng her m.ark n the 

She WilS ~lcclCd All-Ohio in the 400-mcters .all four }'CAr!. b) the Ohio Assoctauon or T rack. and Cross 
Counlry Coache'!> She \\.:Ls .al"°.anAII-Oistnct and AII-Va" cy honorc<: 1tl mu ~pie;: e,c111$. In 1984. Hyl.and n:as 
named honorable rnentiort I hG,h School A l' Amcnca and ,n 1986. ,-he was 1n,·11.cd to pa:t1c1patc 1n the vt:1d9o't'~l 
M«I of Ch.ampions in lndta.na. an e,cn. shov,,·c.s1ng the best ~mor alhlcLcs from Ohio. lnd1a.na and l 1nms 

A member of 1he Ri\·er High School W.1II or Fame. ;\he rccc \'cd .a schol.1~h1p 10 run ltaek at Wes1 Vrg1n1.a 
t.:ni\l'en.ity where ,;h.c eompcled fC'f one KaM>n 

Jose Davis (Athlete - 1990sJ 

}Du Dari.r (Bel?auc H11h School. Cla.'\'i of 1996). Dau~ put Logel.her '°me cyc-popp1n3 
llurtlbct'S iD bolh foolball '11:ld ba.~ketb.tll caroing him AII-Otuo rccognlUon ID bol.h sporb 
dun1:11 h1'.\ ~lcll.ir career. 

Ot1 lhc gridiro11, [)i,xis ""as a tbrcc•)'car st.tncr :it qu~rb•.d., lca.d1us bis 1am toa nx::ord 
of 30..S A, a ~nior, he lod I.he Big Rcdli ln a llunl ,tnugbt OVAC CIJ,,;: l-A ch.unp101:1,b1p, 
fil'Sl uadc(catcd f'CIUlar season .and l"irsl-C-\Cf OHSAA playoff appcar.t.DCC (Bcflalf'C 
~v.anc,;d lO Lhe Dl" i~;on I\/ 'l'toltc: cluimp1011.,.Jup pmc;, lo,ing a 50-44 dQ-.ible-OT lhnller to 
Vcrs.ullcs). He fonsbc:d tbc season 2S3-of-406 potrnng for 3.SSl y.inh and 32 T~ ...,bde 
.tdding ano1h.er 10 :KX>n:!!- ru~hiog. D.i\lis cw,,cd' All-Ohio Om<1:>0n JV OITco:.m c Pla._.ct or 
tbc Year boa.ors .i»d ""IH runacr-P.ip for the prcs11g1ous Mr Football a" ard ;i.s, K-D10f He 
al'VI rccci"cd rin:I tc.am All-Ea.'llem Du.tnct,A 11-0VAC ClaH l-A and Al1-V11.llc) b1g 11Chool ~I.II.de, on mlllllple 
occasioas Tbc talented slgn:al-c.tllcr sci BHS carrer records for m<Kt )lard~ g11.1nod (7.306). pa.<.$ ,mcmpt.s (790). 
pa.~-. c.:ompl,ct.i()Jls (4!S!S), bi1,hol f,Dfflpleuon pcra:a1.ngc (S.5 7), pi.!,\\ID.J yards (6,769) and TD pa,;sc~ (60). 

On tbe b.ud~·ood. On1s s1.1.t1cd and lcn.cred I01Lt ycan.. nsOOng. up J .457 po11ns. 4'N rcbouod-s. 167 tt1'il)IS aad 
LSI ~teals (all raking in tbc topfhe on the BfJScuur h,1). H1\ ,.Jl-!>W.r llC'Xlladc., 11:1 bu.,kctball 1nd udcd ~tl"lt team 

AU-Ohlo Dlvisioa UI. All•Ea.slem D1:1lnel..All-OVJ\C Class 3•A .md All•VaJlc,, big ~chool He llw'H 4llso ruunod 
i.ltinJ tcultl AII-Amcncan HJ s:enior 

Alw a thn»-~·ca.r Jeu.ccma12 ia. bilscbitll a 1 Bclla1f'C. D.1"'' coaunued bb cart:er 11 Kcal Swe t."a.i.,.crsu)' A tbrcc­
)e.tr 111ancr aad lcu~rmun for the Golden. Aa$hc..\ in Cootb.111. he p~l up OQU-illl)' Impre1:m,;; ~umber.; mcludms 
siaglc•gamc m,:ord for most pas.!> 1.n.cmpts (~). complc110:u; (34) 41:1d TO p:is-scs (7), s1ocJc~~so11. ~rks for 
()rr(!nSI\IC yilfd, (2.883). pNS: au~m~'l (365) pas!!: 1;0111plctioris: (194), p.LS51PJ yards: (2,707) and TO pll\SCS (32), 
and carc:cr ra:ord'!i for ol1CJ11tvc )a.rd'!i (7,731), p.s,1ng ).atdt (6,722) .-cad TD passc-s (52) He !Lad il ~d-Amcnca.tt 
Conference l'CCXl-rd 551 )"nb p..s~mg 1n 1997 ugaJn"l CC'nlniil Aonda .and when he lef1 KSLi. he r .. rnkod Olh 1n 
MAC b1story 111 pass1a1 yard.,. .aad "''as 1hud io TD passes 

Du"tll ab.o doubled a.~ point gwnl oo the K.cnl SW.le b.L\kclbu.U t.c.am in l991-9K 
Profon1onally. O.ms p-l.iyod for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of tbc CatwltilD Football Lca,uc 1n 2000 11nd 2001, 

for t.k Ohio Vallq Gn::)"boand~ of I.be ~auonul indoor f"OOtb.ill League 1n !002. lcad1ng the ICam kl the league IJtle 
b) passing lor I.~ }ilrtb and 37 TDs 1,0d c.anuag cb.unp1ooshlp came ~VP bon<n. ror the 11:1.d.141.Da. Firelnrds of 
LheArcna Football [~sue i1:1 2003, lhcColor.adoCru.,b an 2004 and 2COS, und theGraad R.ipHi5 R.nmp;tgc in 2006 

OVAC Museum Seeks 
Memorabilia 

The Ohio Valley Alhlelic Conference, the nation's largest 
high school conference with 52 member schools, has estab­
lished an OVAC Museum Lo display memorabilia from ils 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek­
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and olhcr ilems to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call Lhe OVAC office 
al 740-671-3269. 

Be sure Lo check out the display cases in the outer concourse .. 

Bob Hedmond (OVAC 'Family') 

,..,,,,, L "'Bob" Htbl-(1-ollan,bcc 1~, b Scltonl. cia., of ,9481. ').,,..IL,""~...-, 

~r~l~;l'~:~::~ t=."c~~~,~~~~1~:,:~~h~c,:::: 
U>rul.J>cc:~e. 

pla:!t(uif::t!i~~~~ ~b~C:~
1
:~~1~,r~llcd at Shepherd Colk~ "here he 

In coochlng. J lcdmo~ met "-lib ,~, ,al C•4:ry •lop, I I~ ""'"'" c>(IQ(lall)· .ckpt at ,wung nco­
pb}le ptOJT'4ffi' o, reb¥ildmg le.tmi Uw nccdcd .ii. ,part I le COitebcd foot.bwl, track aad.'or 
wn:sthn~ at K"vcraf Khuol,. 111<:l\ldtn.i; Ov.:m I liH {\fd.). J:..t11 I,,i\1\.-flll)OI. Brook and S~lxn\lill~ 
I li:dmoPd i.tar1i:d lhc progmm w: O:wa 1h11 mid 1ouk Im, learn from u 0-S-i rc.swrd ~ lint yl:ilf 
to a ..... J.1. fl<: became the rlf".I hClld fOO(b;,JJ COk-1t at lbc con.sobdaccd nrwkc lli~ Schoc:11 in 
1?69and led 1hc.Rruin.'I to"n O\'t\Cehampt.oc11.h111 !tcdrnondtonk(l,er a.I S1cuhc1mllc m 1~1 r1ndd1n:,ctcd lhtJcITc~ 

~~6bi1=:~ ~~~)~~= ~~ :.'m\~ ~l~t~t~!"J!!1=·1~i:;=:-~ =; 
1umDLI in a J-7 l'OQJi:J. !he follQ-.·inc )Q.\On. the:) n:boundcd to l"in1sb al 7 3 O"cral , ru~ RlWRI u a head (OOLblll coach 
;:~~~ Durib.J hi:I tune all lr«i: u>iteb. "1th the Putt en. bn; lCiulD WCUl tbro\lP fol.ll :)!r«tg!II ~ M>tlbll\ll lm1ng 

Succc,1s:ful a.Ii he ~'ii.'! ...,,tlL a ~ing wtnt.tle around h1, IIOCl.. llcdmnOO W~C\Cl'I more c1Tec11vc a.., 11.n adm1n1ur.1tor 
Wnhtn 1hcOV,\C, he 1Crl·cd1~.a du, rcprt".'Cll'llll"C. w41. ii lnnJ•lUOC mcmbcJ nfthcOV:\C l'Oundallon Ulixutne ~ 
,md, for sc,cr.il )can, he dircclcd pant O\,\C \\:n:!itJmg Toun'lillflCnt ltcdmor,d -co-cd ~ Alhlc:uc; l)u,:,1;1or .tl 

Sll.'\lk't!.• alk )Ugh School and Jilter w~ tbe 81:ildmi: .Uld Grollnd.s Supconlcntknt with Steubcimllc Ci.ly Scliools, \mong 

t~r ~~;:.~~0:o~l~~ ~•~t!:t~,m:;:\~~;~:~:~~tn~~~~~~:/~:C ~:n~!i~~~~~~ 
/\eh1evemcn1 .\w:.rd from Dapper r>a1t Rcr~rc lL,~ f'l'l$$1flg. Ucdrnond v.a.s induacxl into 1hc: Oh1c;, A1hlcuc ,\dm1n"traIc;,?' 
I Jail of hmc. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Media} 

James C. "Jimmy" S1ewtu1 (Triadelphia High School. Cla~s or 191Rl. Stcwan dcvot.­
C'd ncarl)' :i. h;,1,lf.ccnlut) l.l) lhc nc"-~papcr prnfcsi.ion, '-"n"ing wi1h grcal di-.tlnctiun. 

He began hn, career .uiK>Ci:nod with the Wheeling :,..:c""~ and The Register. uoh1ch lhen 
-.·csc scp;iratc newspapers. Slcwan ,,:as sports cduor of I.he no"·--dcf1,1n4;l Whccling 
Telegraph from 1921 Lhrough l929 and l.tler bcc.amc the spot\!! editor of the ~cw~ 
Rcg11;tcr He c~cntually '-·oncludcJ hi\ long c.trccr a., 1hc il.1i."IOC,;.l1dc sp<.1rto,i ccJnor of the N• 
R \l.'hcrc be worked 3longs1dc fcUow J-131) of Farner Bill V;,n Home 

In lhc early ycan- of the OVAC, the conference pcrhapi. had no greater friend lhan 
.. Jimm) •• S1cwan, thi!o accNding tu Van Home himself Beginning in 1943, S1c"·.irt kept 
the wc:ckl) standings on football and bukctball unlil his rclircmcnl on Ocx.-cmbcr 3 t. 
l4J68. Stc...,;i.n also pa1.ns1.aL:..ingly kept record books 1hat prm·cd in"aluablc 1oan)DDC 1n1cres1cd 1n Oh.lo Valle-)' 
-.pons lore. He o1.lso "a!' reoognit.cd a_llj, a "·atking cnc)clopcdia on local 11thlc1ic~. H,~ hc:ud wu. a -.,orch(lU~ 
or 5porb informat:on. Whal v,.·asn•1 rommillcd to tus memory could be: found in his pockc:t-11i,.cd record bcoh 
and en,·clopcs which f1tled his de5k and filing cabincl 

Bcgmmng in lhe earl) 192.0s, Stewart"s '"Lookin' Em Q\·er" column .... a.~ one of th.c most w1dcl~-rc.:id 
1hroushout the .t.rca. In later year~. he penned a golr column, "''The 19th H(~le:· wh1L!h appeared m the ne"'-"S­
p,a.pcr e,cr) Sunda) from the i;.pnng monthi-. mlo the fall I k ~ho mlt1itlcd .1 popular Mond.-) column on arc.i 
colleg1a.1c ~pons"" hich ht lilied, 'Wlth Lhc College~ .• , 

He '4-'3!i :::tl"'i 1nvoh:ed wilh the ~hcduting nf ba.-.kclball gJmcs worked by member.,; of 1hc Ohio Valle.)' 
Boord o( l\p,>rmcd. B.3skc.tball ome,als 11.i~ lo\·e of sandlol baseball w;u, well known, :is he almO!r,I meticu­
lously co"ercd happcnin.:s ln the old Jntelligencer ilnd tinned Mine Worker; bil.'iCbiJ.ll lcagues 

A qu1c1 man \\ho ~i·cr ca.,1 h1m~lf an lbc hmehghl dunng his career, Slc"'arl was honored ~ilh a special 
a\,,111N .i1 lhc Lime of hi:,, rellremel\L from an apprcc1au.,e Ohio Valle> Alhlc1ic Conrcrencc. He lll!iO rccc1,cd an 
award of upprcciauon from the Uppcs Ohio VaUcy D.tppcr O.ui Club 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coaches) 

Rahcrt S. '"Bal," lid/Uwtll(I..Jnsl:-, ~l1hU1r~ ll'l~lilulc, (.1a.o;~ o( 1947). Dunng hi, 20 yc;i~ 

:1,; the head coach al WintcriwiUc lhgh School (1956-15). Kc.lUc\l·cll'j le.am~ poslcd a 143, 
40-10 rcrord, lhc Unrd-hc.-.t winning r-:rccnlagc in Ohio \':illc)- history for en.ache-. with 100 
Of mutt: wlm. Jlis t01ln!i ci&tncd nim: h:-.,gut: champiOn!ihiS'l' (rout in thi: Uig Eigbl iltld rhc 
OVAC ullcs) Wjn1crn1llc won ll" fi~l O\'AC cro\\n under Kcttte-.cll 1n 1956. gol n~ \C<,:• 

oOO in l966 and tbl..11 c;:apcurcd three;- 1n ,1 row rf'Qffl 1970 through )972. wJm;h equaled a 
rcc;ont held pre, iousl) by BcU.iirc: and .\-1arun! Ferry 

Kct1tc .. ·cll had three: undcrc.a1cd 1eam-. a1 Wintcn\lillc - 1957. 1%7 and 1!172 - and 
sc\'en clubs lhal ~ustaincd JUSl ODC 10\.~ 1=rom 1966 1.brough '73. lhe Wacri01s los1 only 1J G3mcs l'ndcr 
Kettle"cffs direction. Winlct•\ ille \C:Orcd m .t ctcatd 1-.W ~1r.i1ghl games. ending wul, a ~orclc~~ Uc llgain.~L 
lkll..irc in a ~Qn~t l.Nll !.;I."" lh1; Gold W:mion r.lcnicd -.hal 'ol>ouh.1 h:.nc. ~n a gamc-Vr.inn.ing, ;md 1,.\n,:,;tk~oo1.tn• 
u1ng 1ouc:bdawn hccau~ nr a penally 

Am,mg the •uar, coached bt lhl\ hi.ghl)♦rcprdcd mentor ""11.s J)(l,nn1e Young. lhc Ohio \";slley career ru-.hing 
rec;.ord tioldcr. ,\mong tJ>c oltu;:r numerous college atJuc.Lic roo1ba.U standouls t1,norf;d hr KcuJi;...,eJI "'crc;: Oluo Staie 
c.ap<.ain J\htn JKk ¥tho pl.aycd on an undcfc.alcd Rn-le Howl le.am 111ith Lhc Buckeye,. and Roger ,\lford, lbc rir,;.1 
bl1tck to 111gn 111 \V4;ir,t Viff;:in1.i L"ni,c"-ll) 

Kcuk .. ,:11 alM> -.as a standout •1t1.letc wh.ilc plarinJ at Lin.1.ly M1htaT} tnst1tutc. Ile lelicrcd in four !lpon-. and 
pra)'cd foolball al WC!il Virg1ni.:i Cr11,·cr.iil~. whc.n: he illso lcucrcd 

lnchan C~"t High Schoors (form~rly \\'1n1crsv)Uc 11:gh) footb.aU rttc1hl) 1w,1) ~named .. 3ob Kcnli:wcll 
Memorial ,"iladium" in h.is honor. In !()JU, Boh wa.,; lhc fourth Ohm Valle) coach 1nducled inlo the Ohio J."nolball 
Coachn.,\t.\<X1alion lbll d Fame. Ile joi1,cd th&: l"ppc-r Ohio \"alley Dapper Dan J(all of Fame in 1987. 

Tom Keane (Athlete - 1940sJ 

Tom Ktdrte (Linsl~· '.\1.illl.3.1')' ln,httJle. Clas~ of 1944). The Bell.aire ft3ta\·e wns a 
mulli~spon staod,oul for the C:u:tcts and e:irncd AIJ•OVJ\C b:lskc1ball ~od. rOCKball on the 
nr~t Klecuons in 1943-44 He .1lso ~a~ .1n AU...Ci1y oo-.kelball ~lcctton. As a senior on 
il 7-4 record Cadcl football Lcam. the tv•o-wa)' bad and punlcr rclumcd :i pa.,s intcr­
(.-Cption IOI'> ~-anJ1, to !iCUrc in 11.n 18-6 win m,cr Wart\O;i.i, 

He ~nmllcd al Ohio St.ale where he leucn:d a.:s u. rre-shm1111 before: :M:f'"l'ing 20 months 1 

in lhc ti.S. :-.=,u-y. 
l.'pon discharge. he enrolled at Wes.1 Virginia lini..,crsit) and le1tcrcd in )946 and 

1947, becoming a rare Icucrman al both OSt,; and WVU. 
Keane wa!- ii third round pick .and J8th overall :'\atlo~! l!oolb.111 League □rah sclcc1ion b) the Los Angeles 

R.un-. in JQ48 He played clghl ~FLsc.i.'i!.ms, and 87 game-., a, a OC{cnsi~e bl.ck.-offcnsi,c ent! including lhe 
fil"'l;t rou.r ""·i1b 1he R.im~. In 1952.. he playeJ wtth lhc Dalla:,, Tel,an~ bcrOfC tv.-o yean- wilh the Bal1imo,e Coll,. 
and ended h11> career in 1955 with the Ch1-cago Cardinals He wa,; a lwo-lime AU-Pro and pla)ed in 1hc: 1953 
Pro Bo"I. ranked S<'ir;ond m 1he =--:rt in ~~s interceptions twJcc. and pla)ed in three .~t-1. champ1onsh1p 
games 1nclud1ng lhe 19.SI Ram!a.· hlJe tc.tn1. r,om 1948-52, both Keane brothcnt <.-ompc:lcd in the :-.;FL 

He was a long-umc .1ss1st.1nt cooch Ln the. :--:Fl including Ch1c;:i.go D.rdinals from 1957-59. Pill~burgh 
1965 and ,,·.s!. an originu.l member ur the ~1.smi Dolphin,.• slilIT in 1966 when::: he remained lhrough (985 .t.~ 
de(Cn'ii\·e ba.d,,. .;ind special 'Cam, cooc.h. In 1962. he became I.he riN he.sd c.oad or the Whcctinii, lronmcn 
and ~n·ed unliljo1nin,ll\c Sl~leNi' i-.Llff The Cronmcn Y,cnt 9-4 in 1962 before wmning the L:ni~ F1J01,bill1 
League tillc \\Ith .1. 12-1 record m 1963 In 1%4, the Cronmcn v.crc 7-7 

~nc du;d al age 74 in 2001 

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete. t950sJ 

Tom Yaiubowslci (Adena ({igh School, Ctass or 1958). A thrcc-spon st.a.ndoul for the 
GoJden Wave "'·ho surred in 1hc (irs1 year the school jorncd the conference. which 
e,pandcd to Lhrtt clas-.cs ln 1957•58 

Al Adena, he was~ thrcc--.5>41fl lcam ~;apl.lin >n fuotb,dl. ba,;kctbaJI .iruJ ba..-.cball and 
ca.med JO letters- four in ~seball .ind three cxh in baskelb:>.IL and foolbaU. 

The 1957 Adena footb.lJI leam >w<:nt (>.2•2 c11nd won the OVAC Class I\ cro~·n. He v.-.ts. 
.t foll~k:-lineback.cr-quancrbuk in roo1bal1 and !l.n Al[-OVAC, AH-Valley Snull 
School anJ All-f:,_'(t Ohjn Athlcti1; l..c.tguc -.clc,ction He v..ss ~he- MVP of the 195& Ohio­
W.Va All-Stas game won by Ohio. 25-0. I Jc scored 13 poinlS and st.lrTCd as futlback­
Jineba.ckcr. 

In b.i.-.ketb:ill, he was :i l~o-time All-East OhioA1hleL1c: League honoree and a,eragcd in do1.1blc hgurc .. for 
three ~a.-.on!\, including IJ.3 pu1nL,; per game a.~ :i. "'-•phomorc, 175 prnnh: :is 4'ijuni1)t" ind )92 poinl, ;,i_, ,1 

senior. 
In 0.1.scb:lll. the p1tchcr•1arictder was an All-Ohio selcclion as a senior and he also pnchcd in lhe Eas1-Wcs1 

Al(•Slar g.1mc in Columbus He Jed lhe Golden Wa,·c 10 a 12-t rc<.'Ord, losing in the regional ru~aJs 10 
:-.:onhwcstcrn I ligh and future MaJor I..c.ague p1leher I)Qn Chance. He los .. 'iCd lwo one-h1Ltc~ in :.i lhn."C'•da) 
sp.u, ;md h.id 32 213 con...~cullvc %:Orc(e5...,; lnmng'i m Loumo1mcn1 play. '-'·hich rank., second m Lhc Ohio lligh 
School record book. 

He c.imcd a football scho£arc;hip lo Purdue Uni,·ersil), \A.here h.c lctlcrcd as :i. !iOphomcn and sc:nior run. 
b:)cl.-lmcbac:kcr \\ hdc ~u.ffenng a 'iCncs of \..nc;c 1nJunc!'. He \A.ol!'l scc.:nod. on th.c lcam in rusb1ns {310 >.ards.) 
a.<:>. ~phomorc He a.1-.o ph1ycd basc.b:1.11 one season a1 Purdue 

Yakubo\,1,kJ competed 1n lhc 1962 Bluc•Gr.-y All~SLar Foolb.tlt Oamc: and lr1cd oulas .a free agent \\llh Lhc 
Burfalo Btlls 

John Craig (Coaches) 
John Craig (Foll.an~bcc High School. Cl:i:t,; of 1967), Cnig enjoyed an itlustrious 

26-)car career a . .,; .a head wrcslhng coach, incluJing 1-.·o sca'IJOn"' at l~11lsOOm (Oh,o) 
High School, IR ,-can. .1t Steubc:nv1Jle Big Red and fi-..c >c.1rs al Jnd1:in Cirtl High 
School in Wantcr~vlllc. 

Wh1lc it Big Red, his lcams e.\r111Xl !ij, 0"C'4lll champ1ons:h1ps in Lhc OVAC 

:~:I~: 11~~:~~~lof~~ij~,:;;~~ l~~~r::~e ~~;:j~~:ti~~\~~:\hi~;:i:~ 
his Hig Red matmen earned ind1,idual oonfe~ncc: lilies. Uc h.ad 87 quabCicrs for lhe 
Oh•o state mec1, r,vc of whom ca.med ir1di,·ldual e.hamplonsh1ps, and ::?:3 who were SliLlC 
pla~-winncrs. Hil'l lc.tm finishc:d 111 the top Jh·e at the Ohio slalc lournamcnt four times, 
1nc:!u1.hng a runner.up flm!lh 1n 1988 

Cr.ug·i,i. 1989 ~u.W finished the regular ~a.,,on ranlW :-:t1. I in The A"'-'ll.:i.i.tl.d ~c..,~ Du•isiun H wrei-.lhng 
poll and pl.lecd lh1rd al lhc st.ale loumament •1111 o\·cr.all ~u.il meet record: w::1i-. :!Ql.74.3 and he cOilCh.cd h1i;. 

;~~d ~u:r ~o~~=~:1~~e~~:~~~1t; ~~~~~~"!-r:~~~1~'!~~~ ~~~o ~~~~i1~i:· ,~L1;~1 :r=,i~"~hd:; 
Oh.10 Sme. Purdue, Arm), :,O.:;n)· and Wes~ Ll.bcn). One of his prou!g~s woa a ~ig 10 cl\.l.mpiooship aod oth­
er§ were pla-c-e-wmner,; 1n the -:-.CAA Oi,·Hion I, U. Ill and :-:AIA nJt1011a( lourn;1mcn,s 

Cnug ~·.1., named OVAC Wl'C!llling Co.&ch. or lh~ Year on fo.-e ('ICC..t"-ion~ and wa!i prc~nlCd Lhe pK"Sllgl\'.ILl'­
"Mr M.11.Aw:ud"' 1n 2002. lie 1~ a member of the Ohio Wrcs1hng Ctl.l<:-hci;. ::ind ~h.e We"l Libcny S1a1c College 
Alhlclic Hull-. of f-amc In J9R9, he ...,a, sc.leclcd ;a.i;. the G,i...,L-S<.1u1hc..i.~t Wrc,-lhng Coach l•f lhe Yc.u 1mtJ the 
Oluo Omt1>ion It Cooch or lhc Y~r FQr !I )~. Ci:ait scn·cd b ,a wrc~tling orficial on lhc :,,-oulh. junior 
high, high sc;hool. collcg,c and open lc~els A-. a pnnL·1pal 11 Jndian Creek. he wa.., one of lhe foundcn oflhc 
Buckc}e 8 Athleuc League. 

As a.n a1hlc1e. Craig 1.1.rcsLlcd a1 roll.a.nsbcc High School and ""iii"' a tkrcc•)Car h:ncnnan at Wcs1 Libert) 
where he. eame,J WVIAC champion,:hipl'I three lime~ 4',rl.d tv.ic:e was the MVP in lhe conference lnumamenl. 
In 1972. Craig""~ Lhc runncr•up in Lhc :-:.A(A na1ion.1t mccl. where he camctJ AU-Amcric:.in h{lnc,rs 

William 'Bill' Thomas (Officials) 

Willurm D. "Bill•' T~ms$ (BeU:i.ire l hgh Sehool, Cl:1~, of t952). During :i 48-)car 
outtr as a lrac:Jc. ofTici.aJ. Thomas scncd a~ 1hc mccl referee for nearly every major 
championship in 1he Ohio Vi1Uc:,,-. ihc lisl include<; the Martin"' Fem o11nd Slwlysidc 
RclU)ll;; lhc St Clafrll;i iUc, Bamc-.\·illc anJ Wbcch ng P.uk (m iWionah,; Ct.I Gimn 
Trac'k Cla~ic: ,·arious OVAC ch3.mp1onAAjp mccls: We~t V1rgini• Regionals .and lhc 
Ohio Higk School Alhkuc A,;1'0l;iation Ea!!ilCm 5c;c1Janal ar,d District mcc:1s. 

He w.l'i ii mcel (1ITiei:al l'or 10 OVAC 11chnots, 1ncluJing Bella,re. Bamcs..,Jllc. 
Camb1idgc.John ~farshall. Martin!: FtlT). Sh.:,,dy51dc. Sky,·uc, St. Cl:..irw1llc-. Wheel.ins 
P·,rk and Union L.,ogJ and Thorttai alw "'ork.cd .i~ a moct official it U'lc Mansfield 
Re!a)'s (15 >cars). Bellaire Rel.&)'- (48 )air,); Ohio rc-gionitl clliimpi1ln'ihi;,s (10 )eaN) 
.-nd the Ohio high sthool stale mcch ror boy!\ .ind girls (IS }Car~)- Thom~ also scn·cd as meet dim:Lor as 
numerous Buckeye SI.ale dl$lnCt and n::g1onal even.ls. :1.long ,vilh lhe OVAC Track Ch.1mpionih1ps 

He r«eived lh.c OVAC Cal Girrin Award ror scr- ,cc lO track and field Ln 1983·, "'as honorary rcrc.rcc .1< the 
BcUairc Rc:la)"- in 1996 and "'IL'- h,1R1.m:d ag.ain during the 50-ycu.r cclcbr.1tmn of lhc famed Bellam: rnccl m 
2004. The fonner Bellaire llig.b a.lblc1ic great JS a member or the school's Wall or Fame 

Tborn:i.s amend Ylissi~1pp1 Stale on u football i(."hol.1rsh1pandalso lettered there m lrai;k. h1, frnhrmn >c:ar 
Afler 1wo years wilh the BuUdogs. he cnle:ml the Army and !riCrnxl o,·coieas bcrorc L:om,ng home anJ pill}• 
iog on the 1956 ~.11ion;il Sen,ic,e football chmp;oni;hip team, CO:JChcd by Don Col)·cH, who later c0,1Chod 
the S:ln Diego Ch.:1tgen. Thom..:ts fir11~hcd h1!5i coltese c.1rccr :1.1 Wci;t l.Jbcny S1,uc CoUcge "''here he lencrcci 
in football .tnd bascb.all He also had a long .1nd succcurul career m coaching. He sp;n1 Civc ~c.ari a.~ ~n ~,;~~ 
Lant in football anJ bMskclbJII al Bell:,urc High A her that lenure. he wcnt lu S1 Cl.i1r.., Ille k~ head ba-.cbilll 
CO&L'h and an ~~1-sL.anl in football and ba~k.et'ball Bill later ~pc111 lhc )c.l.n as head football co.tch at 
Barncs,·1llc before becoming 3Lhleuc director at Bellaire m 1m He S<:n•ed ;;as he.ad coach at L:tuon Local 
from 197R unlll l9Rl ,vhcn he rc:lumcd lO Bclla1rc a.'i:,; Lcachcr unlil rcllnng in 19R9 

Nick Mumley (Athlete - 1950s) 

Nici Mumky (Wheeling High School, Clwi.,; ot 1955). One tlf the mos\ honored 
lhroc-spon a.lhlctcs ID lhe tong h1s1ory or Wheeling High.. he Sl3TTed in football. bas· 
kclball and track, cnming th.rec u°'1l) le1ler. 1n each 

I le \\a5 Ii.nil learn All-St..t.lc in football as a two-wa) end .ind he alto ~-ci,ed J\JI .. 
OVAC and AII-CJL) accolades 

In b.u.L.c:1~11. hc '-".t.'i first ~m all-<:la.<lis AII-Wc:sl V1rguua a_,; :i. s.c:111or- itnd. \\-::bi; a lwo­
limc AII-OV/\C and Atl-Cil)' first team selection. He ,rorC'd IS 8 JX)mts per game: u a 
junior :::ind 24 l per uullng a..'i a ~n,or 

As a Wild1,,;at ~nioc m 1955. the 6-foo1-6 ccnl.cr ,~,as the anchor of t.he final tc.am coac.hcd b~ OVAC 
Lcgend-c· honoree Evcrcu Brinkll\.ll.n "'h.:~b won it...; I ~l 18 g11mc'\ before bo"-1ng 1n 1he rcg~?ar ~a.'\On 1nide 
at Bellaire. The OVAC litle-winmns le.am "on the Kcuonal and regional lillc:~ before txw,.-ing in Lhe Ji~ 
round or the !!:LI~ Loumao,c;nl lo '.\1.ullcn" Lo fn sh with a:?:.: m;ord 

He .. 1 ..... :scorccJ JO pumls in a rc<.-ord-lioClling 146-110 ~icWr> uvec Weir High at ~ad'"°" Gymna.'4ium a 
g,amc which set Ohio Valle) .:it1d West Virginia marks for comblned points n J. game (!S6) 

In t~k. he n,nn lWO st.I~ one-4·?:,1;:,. ~h<11 pl.11 ulks wnh m.:uh or 51•3 11: in 1955 and S?-: 314 in 1954 
and l'-"O OVAC shot put crowns, lnc;l\ldlng ~ «inrc:ren«-m;ord tos~ of 53-S 1/2. 

He earned a football !!Cholaf'lll;hip lo Purdue l;niversi1y . ...,-here he lellcrcd lhrec }car,; as a rc:ul.:ir t"'0•\\.1~ 
end 

He was 1he S5n o,.crall ~FL draft pick in )1)!59 b)· lhe Phi ildelphia r.!gJcs. b1.1t oplCd to pla) in the new 
Amencan Foc.)(ball League where he competed three ~\On:,, rrom 1960-62 Wlth lh~ ~c\\· Yorl T1l.tns.a ·orc­
runner of lhe Jets. as a dcfcns1\'C end-offen!lii,·c Lackie. He played in a 101.a or 42 AA.. games. 

Bill Kennedy (Athlete - 1960s) 

BUI IC~nntdy (Watwood High School, Cla...;, of 1967), Bc1\kcllM.II ;tt1d Bill Kennedy 
ate synon)'mOU:ii Some four-ptus decade~ ,ince ,;1,,.uring .-1 oid Wa""ood fllsh School, 
bt1.,;kc1ball :Hill i,. a M.11.jor pan. ,>r hi!> lire. 

Kenned)- ~rtjO)Cd a ~1ellat prep c:irccr \.\·1th the V1l.1ngs The du.1.hng 6 ft. 2 g11.:1rd led 
Wa"'OOO to '.\tale Ons AA ba..;k.clba.Jl 1ouma.mcn1 :appcal"Jncc-. in bolh lhc 966 atid '67 
campaigns, He c:ipped his prep hoop catcer b)· sp:trk ng the Vikmg,;; to Lhe 1;chool't; on y 
stale ba.skclb.tll cr°"n That team f1n1shc-d "·1th a stelb.r 24.2 nwk mduding c.losjng the 
'ica~non a IS.game "'iel01) run Warwood c.apwrcd 1Ls (mu OVAC hoop 111?c m 21 )CIT"., 
with Kenned)· pro, idit1g m1.K:h of Lhc f1rcptruer wil.h b" 26. ! poi nu pct g.41MC a"er-.t.gc 

The cK.plO!'ii'- e beckc:oort dandy game red f r,;1-1cam AU-West V1r.,;,1n1a, AU-OVAC. and 
AIL-Cit) pl,.iud1Ls. Just a sc:i,nn pnor, KcnnOO> lctl lhc Vikings 10 a 22-4 mark and lhe stale scm!lin.als b:forc 
being clim1n:11cd by Mullens f (e was a lrs1.1e:im All.QVAC honoree lh:ll )Cil.r and 'w"3'i named .in all-~Latc tour­
n.i.menl selection . .in honor he dupi1ca1cd a., a ~mor. Kennedy finjshed hi!! 1Uustnous VLldngs' twkc1txlll career 
wtlh rnorc than ? .200 poi.-nu:.. He: wa.s arso an a,romplishc:d high jumper . .as rc;flc;cted. ln his lhln;t.pla« Lnish in 
the s1.3.tc Class AA me.ct as a senior 

His bao;kclball achie\·cmcnl'- earned him a ~pol w1lh I.he Wcs1 Libcny Stale CO.lcge bal'llic1bal ccam He w~~I• 
cd no time in m.ak.tng h.l~ mark for the H1Utoppcn. le&dlng U1c leam in st.'Onng in both his freshman and soph­
l1more ,iC-aMms -.ilh S09amt 445 puinL,;, re,pct,:II\.C'ly Kenned) c.amcd all-WV(AC and all-toumamcnl plaudi ~ 
.,._, a freshm.an. 

I Ii!! lwo y-ca" of impressi\C play with WLSC prtwided .J 'ipringboard to a tr.ans er toAri,.ona State: Lni,crsity 
for the J97l ;md '72 seasons Kenned) pru"cd he l'\iL<; no sm.ill..-..chool wonder .a_,; he 100 the Sun De"' ~ m ~r­
ing both se;l'Sons. a"·eraging l4 Sand 14 6 points pct game. rcspccu,·el). His ,~'0-)-Car point to1.1.I of 76S i!i 1hc 
.ninth bcSl foe .1 Sun Dc\·il in a t'l'-o-~car c.trccr. All told . .he scored J,7t!lon 1he col?cgiale IC'-CI. 

Hii; pl.1) ;iit An.mna SI.Ile caughl lhe cyci;. of pmfo.,11ional scllul.'.\. He wa" draflCd by Mcmphii;. or the ABA, 
bul opted for .a~~, .-,.._ ,11 ba..,kclb.tll olfo;1al Kc:nncJ). who ,aill rnide, in the Phocn1x area. conlinucs lo bc :i. 
Pac-10 college ha,lcL~II nrfic1:i.l 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Athlete - 1960s) 

Bob Rtt~• (Wheeling High 51:huul, Cl&.,:r. c;1f 1%9) Some 40 vcan: af1cr n1nr110g h1!i 
final prep race, R1C\'C1" rcnu1n~ the measunng c;Uck .-or spnnJ grcatncs~ m the Ohio 
Valley The 156-pound mcrcunal-hcdcd rocket w-as nolhmg short or !.Cnsa\1ona dunng 
hii- career v.1th. the Wltdcou,: 

Rieves -.-.-;1.s ncarl\- untouch:iblc hn, final t~·o !'cars m the high ,i;chool ranks 
As a senior Rlc\·cs turned 1n a pcrf~ncc Ltta.t sull ranks v.1th lhc a...i -11mc ire.at 

OVAC ruttn◄ng etc~ He broke two ,taLC ~ords In lhc :tLaLC championship mcc wh.llc 
l) 1ng a Lh nJ 

He bhstercd Lhc 220-)ard dash ln ii nc"' stalC sLa.ndard of::, .S while he smashed the 
440 mar~ b)' !.2 seconds \ ~3 !Ls 47.7 docking. R1e\·cs' scmu'!ahng 9 8 m the 100 
CGUalc:d the state record. lfo~ a..~i.I~ on the 'il:ltc rccmd" rcsullcd ·n ham bccomin¥ ihc r rst OVA( athlete m 
28 )CUS to be the state meet 's ht, h scorer. 

Ric..,cs '-'35 a. so Ibc West Virginia 'itale champion Jn the 220 as a junior 
Ttu;: Witdc;al sw c,v.pturcd (1H;:: • nd1\ idu.al OVAC sprio1 gold mcd:ils in his firu,,L two ~ca~ o~ high xhool 

n ... imptts:i·\·e e ro11.s helped fc.,.d Whee ·ng lhgh 10 the 1969 OVAC 1c.i.m ch.i.mpionsh p, Ihc ~hool 's ·u,:t 
such title Ln 2l years 

Hi,; !iprinlmg dumin.a.ncc is rcr cctcd ln lhc ra.c1 lh:i.l he w:i.s undcfe.:alcd as a senior in the 220 :ind 440 and 
wa~ nf:"cr v.t)l'SC th.an ..ccund in the 100 in that time He tied for high-poi:nt hon<IT' in lhc p~stigi,>uf. BcU;ijn;: 
Rcl~)'!'o his senior year '-'hllc being the high scotcr m e\Cr) other meet th.ti spnng 

R1c,cs· 'iprin11ng accomphshmcnt,s "·ere so 1mprcssl\C 1ha1 his t.rack. jersey was reurcd al the annual 
Wbccrng l ;,gh :m,ard-. a~mhl}· 

R1c,cf, c.uncd a trad; scholarship to Wat \ rgin·:1 L:nivctsil\'. He competed for 1wo SoCliOl'l:i. Jor the 
Mounta.incen; He ca.moo his bilchclor of scicoec degree in landscape .af'ttu1cc1ure He now rcs1di;s in Brooklyn 
.and i~ cmplo)cd b) thf. °"ev. York C1ly P..1rk..11; &. Rec:rcallon Department :L'i ll capital projccL11; amtly~L 

Joe Pettini (Athlete - 1970s) 

Joe Pen;,.; (Brooke High School. ( lass or 1973} Pc1tln1 ·s wuhout qucslion on the 
shon hsl of the greatest prep baseball pla)crs in Ohio Valley .innah His high school 
diamond reu1mc is ovcrllo-.-.,ng w1lh .:a«ompfo;hrnc;:nts which led to .1. sparkling col e. 
g.ia1c career .1.t Mercer "L.ni\.·cn.1tr 

The mult1-Wcn1cd Pcmni sun.cd C\. Cl)' game during hi, Brooke High career. some 
140 contcslS. He dldn"I s'1up a ~tat ~1ercer stan,ng all 196 games for I.he Macon. 
Georgia-based ·n,:utution 

Petlim not only enJO)cd 1od1, idual ~ucccc;s. in hls prep career, he al!>O tcd lhc Bnnn1. 
to a. c;o\.c::ted ~Lat,;: ~~II cha.mpionihip_ Uc ~as .a 1wo-umc fi~t-tcam aU-Wcs1 
V1rgin11 scJcct1on and was 1wicc n.amed ca.pea.in ol the all-Valle) squad. lie w-ncd lhc dhlll'\Cllon ol being 
caplaln of bo1b the aJI-V.I.Jlc) lll'\d .1.1~-0VAC 1am, ilS • senior. 

Alter his brdtiant ~ferccr e.1rccr. Pc1tini wa..1; signed as a non-drafted free agent '-'lth the :\iont~I Expos in 
Im. J le "'u aa.cr 1.r.1dcd to Slln frllncisoo. pl3) mg four sca..wns with the G1ant5 Pcu1m f ms.hcd h.1, prof.cs­
'ilonal b.l.scba J C3.rocr b;'" pl.i.ying lhrcc )'tars with 1hc Clas.~ AAA l.oulsv1llc. Redbird, 

lk lhcn entered the «).l.::h1ng rank.\, holding sc\·cral different P°"'t" His managerial nrcc-r wmmcnccd 
wLth Ham hon. Ontario in 1989 He mo'\·cd lo St P<:terf,burg for lhc 1990 !i.CbOn and 1ft Arkansas for three 
!tC.1.SOM Pcu.1ni ended h.i!i minor CJguc m.an.1gcrial c&TCCr b) .,:uiding the l..ouis, ·nc Redbird" Lo lhe American 
As.~iation champ,on,h-p 

Pc1uni g3incd a plum a:r..signmenl in 2002 w~n St C,udinab' 111,n~gcrTony LaRusS.J Labbc:d Pcuini lo be 
hi~ bench cnach, a Fl(».1Lmn he o,UIJ hul~s Loda) He au:,uncd lhe ull1malc:: in 2006. gaining J. World Scnes 
ch~mp,on!ih1p nng w1lh the C.11n:hnals 

Joe and his ""I c BarbarJ have t"o ch1ldn:n. Miehe tc (.25) iU1d foscph J11n1cs !20) They tc!l:dc n Bclhan). 
W Va 

Jay Peterson (Athlete - 1980sJ 

Jay P~t•rson (C .• id.11. U1gh School., Cl~s or 19&)) A SpCcUt;ul.u lOUl'•!potl athlete. 
PclCBOn made ha,;; biggc!'IL 1mpad on a.he roo1,b:t.J field 

The llopc:dale n.illl\oC daalcd oL\ a runn.ing buct with numc.rou~ memorable pcrCormanc• 
~ including a "ltngle-gamc:-modem Ohio Vallc)·•rco:,rd 3Tl )ards aga,1iu1 Mmgo and g.amcs 
ol 288 and 282 )a:ds. I le -..cored i,.,i;, louchd01o\·ns 1n a 1amc twu:c 

Peter.on broke a 50-)C3r old Oluo VaJIC} jmglc~a'<>n 11,ahang J'Q;Ord held b) OVAC 
"Legends"' honoree George (1'\lck~ Burr,1n "'ncn he r'UShcd rot 2,348 )-arc:b on 203 cam.es 
to lead Cld11. \o .lll 8-0-2. n;x::on;l.. tk ~u~ mi.-.sod I.he modem ~· ngle-',Cas,On ~n, m.-ord 
"'"h 22l po;nL< (32 TD, 28 PAI kicks). one poinl sh) or OVAC Hall ol J'MOCr TC!?) 
Snh·cJ~ of Pov..haun·,; nwl or 2Z2 polnas 

In h1:i. thn:c-YQr gridiron a,a:r \.1,ith the Clrd.ina.ls. he O&shcd rOI' 3 959 )Mm (sorond .it I.he time on the Ohio 
Valle) c;u(X:r Jl sl) and \OOrcd 349 poln1s PclCr-on had hi~ (oolh&U :-:o. 2:: rttired b)· Lhc schoo 

rn tr.u;k. he: rQ.'O(dcd the Ohio Va.I.le) ' s r.Jstcsl time 1n the 1(1)..mctcr; as a 'SCniOf (11.0 sccoods) and aJso had 
the ra:m:st 100-)ard time (10 3) that ~car He ..-on the OVAC Oa.,;,; AA ICX)..meLcl' race in 11.l seconds 

He spill springdutybc1wccn track and bdcball ~d "7lli ;1.rtAII-VaJlcy ho~orable mention pick. hitting .352and 
nx."Ording 25 stolen l:xi.,;c:i. on m I S.7 rocord u:am PctcNOn dso participated o ba.1-kctbaU -11s a '1:ophomore and jun­
;.,,. 

He c...mcd a ~holaf'hip to ~(iam.i (Ottio) i.;niH:ri;ll) and "'~ honored three times on the All-M1d-Amc:-ri'°an 
Confcrcncx:: fOOlbiaJI 1"m. jpi;Juding firsl team a.a::ol.adcs ln 1982, :w:.cond le.Im in 1983 and honorable mcnllOl'I in. 
l'iltU. A four-)car lcttcr\\~nner, he is li(th on 1hc a([.umc c.trotr rushing ).uditge list :ii MLanu ~ 11.h 2.874 yards. 

FollO'llliDG h.is graduation from ~1.un.i in l98S. Peterson wcnlontoa co,u.:hIngcarccr. fl~t a.s hi,gh Khool as,si"­
tant al C-adi1 . .i1; ...,ell i." C1ocJan1li Anderson and C1ncinn.ti Wllhl'O\lo. He lhc-n ,pcm eight )r:.a~ .al Miami of Ohio 
(1991-98), 11\oc )C:ars .1:1 :--:orth~·cstcm Unlvcrsaty (1999-2004) and he 1s CU.!T'Cnll} beginning h1:i. fourth year a.t 
E:Dtcm Michigan UIU"en.it~ ""here he i:i. the il"ISi~ta.nl he.ad. Ul',,le;lv'defon,ive coord.inaLor/11ncbatkcn c;oach. 

Suzie Dailer (Athlete - 1990s) 

Suzi, Dail,r (\ti heeling Central Calhoht High School. Clas, of l99l) Sh< pro,·cd lO 
be il true ·•queen of lhc court .. m man"" ways, c,cellmg for four) ears 1ft ba."ikctball .1nd 
tcnni~ and add in.& a i::ouplc or!ine seasons m voUc~ ball for Jood me.a.sure 

In ba!,;l-:ctball, DaJ er g.un All-We~1 VIrs1n1a rccogmuon .a.II four )cars. 1nclud1ng fir..t 
1cam 1n Ciass AA a1. J sophomore ,ind i-cnior and s;OCQnd t~m Jaure:!~ ob .a. junior. She 
wa,; atso a lhrce:-1.1mc All-OVAC and All•V.i.llc\ fkst tc.am scleclion and~ iwo-umc: AU. 
Moun1ainccr Lc;tguc pick. The ,.1.lky"s leader· in th.rte-point field goal~ .i.l four year.,;:, 
she M:orcd 21 1 poinls per same .ss ,1 senior and finished her ~rec:r with I ,38J poinL,. 
the .sll-timc gir'!ii' mark lor the Lady Maroon KnighL<!o Oa.ilcr Led Ccnlral to lhrcc: sll'iligh.1 
OVAC Class AA dwnpicmsbi~ 3.Ild was a sophomore on the Knigh!.:i' W. Va Cl,1ss AA 
~Late runocr.up ~u3d 1n 1989 Ccnln.l posted a 77-17 ruord d1.inng her c.arccr 

In tc:11nis, she also leuercd four yc;irs and had trerncndOUi succc~s ·n bcnh OVAC .and itatc tournament play. 
culm.lnJ.lJ~g in a W. Va. UlC doubles championship (\,\,ith Pam Butchl as 3 senior a!i ~ lady Knights fin­
ished as the stale runner.up. She also finished fin:t or ,c:,;ond in sc,-cral OVAC and rcg1on2I toumamcnts ln 
both singles and doublc'i and helped lhc tc:im to lhrcc OVAC titles and three top four flnishcs in the si.ale. 

In \.·ollc)·ba.11, :i.!tc lettered ,.,..·,cc: and g;t.incd fir.ii a.c'.'m AII.OVAC honors .is a senior hclpin, lhe tc.:am to .a 
37-5 record and 1hc OVAC. W. Va. Section i :ind Region J tlllcs, and a. Cla..'is AA runner-up finish in the sLaLC 
lo\lmamc::nl 

Dailerconlinued to slu at S1 Bona,·enturc t,;ni\i;:r,;1ly a.-.; a four.yc.ar !ilarter and leucrwmncr She 11ni.ihcd 
..._,. the school\. fifth a.11-ome leading M::Orcr (I 422 point .. ) and had the <Hth-bcst stnglc,!iC3son ,n 1m.93 (52.4 
poinls). She set rocord:. or sioglc-game (t{). s.ingk;-o.c.a.M)n (99) and career (291 J lhrcc-pomlc~; had lhc S1l'I• 
gle-sc:win record for il,li,SJSts (163) and \\-lll!i ~ond in earocr a~sist, (449) l-ler olll•!iLU honors at Sl 
Bona\.Cnturc included second tc.,,m ;ill-<:onfi;rencc:: as a sophomore and lhHd team as a M:'mor The 1995 
Division I Women ·s BilSkc:tball :-,:,uional Three-Point Shootini; champion. !obi:: w.a.~ inducted into lhe SI 
Bon.a,·cnturt' Alhli:tlC H;i.JI of Fame: In 2006 

Mike Kovalick (Athlete - t970s) 

MW K.uwilid. (Bcllam: H gh School, Cla-;..: of 1975) Knnllick ha.~ 1he di~Linction 
of not un y bc1n1 a h\.'o-~pm1. ... tandout. but al'il, .a l\.\o-11LillC t;Wnduul. 

Kov.t.11d., the ~on of lcgend.i.ry coach GC1.•rgc Kovalic~. \lrll.."' a prep grid anJ mal per­
former ror llute }c•m 3l Weir I f1gh bcrore matriculating to Bclla~rc Uigh ror his scn.iol' 
,cu Both ~h.Qols benefited '"rom his prowess on the gnd1ron and on the nut. 

Kov.i.lld,; ,s .i. r.lfC slate champion wrcs1lcr m both Wcs1 V1rgm1a and Ohio. I le 1umed 
•he tm;k m t..hc Mounu n State .l'i a JUnJ0r for tht' Red Riders .i.nd appcd his prep mat 
QJ'Cer "'1th .a state clwnp1onsb1p in the 81.1.ckeyc Slate for the Big Red, Both ....,rc,1lmg 
crown~ came ·n the l8S.pound class1"ica1ion 

The po\\-ttful ma1m.ar1 was. ncar-pctf«t his. final two years on the mat. He won '17 of 28 matches as a JUM• 

..or before running the table fo all 28 bouts as senior He ,,,,-as an OVAC champion both '-''mlers af1cr placing 
fi'th as a sop.honiorc 

Ht finished his illusmou:s \\'resl1mg carec.r with a stellar 64-3-2 mark 
Kovalick oonlinucd .his mat succcs-s on the collcg1a1c Dau,.on I lcHI He wrestled Cor Bobby OougJas at 

An.1ona State. Ko\·.ihek. h n·shcd a"i l'AC-10 runner-up at 190 pound"i m his senior season 
Ko..,a. i,ck - Be-Ila.ire H gh•s i1rst-e\·c:r ,;:uitc: wrcsllii,-' c:hamp1on - \\-as 1nductcd into the school"s Hall of 

F.amc :n 1983 
Ht' was ali;o .an all-!tl.a.r p:rformi;r m football The t"·o-wa) bnc:man :i-nc:borcd lhc Weir High 1rc11.ches h.a: 

~ophomorc and Junior )e:&r.; ~nd lllcd the s:tmc role:: for Bellil1~ in 1974 
K0talick cumed a I-Valle> and .1.U,OVAC honoN h1!i rio..1l 1¥ioo ~·c:.N :vlorco,cr he ~as nllmed all-Oh10 m 

[OOl.b.all hii scmur campuIgn und he phi)cd in the OVAC Al •.Stir Game 
Kot1a.: \:k rc::-.idc~ in Whc::c::ling. 

Connie Doutt (Athlete. 1980s) 

Conll.i~ l>oat( (BuckC)c Tr.ti ! High Schor\l, Cla~, of 19P.1) Al a 11mc when g1rli/ 
"port, we~ 11;Larting to 1.akt hold in high \.Choo.I .:i.thlcl1c~. Douu Wllli one of I.he first .,.,ho 
c:\ccllcd in three spon., - basketball. \IOUe~ball and )l)fll:a;tll - but 1t w~ on lhi;: bas• 
kclball court "-'here she Md her bigge'5l 1mpaC'l 

Tb.t ~bool's ,1U-t1rnc- leading scorer .,.,ith 1.842 pornu ...,.ho also bad 53~ c-arccr 
re!x,und11. lhc 5.7 gU3rd helped Ira.ii to four str.u:ghl Lnps lO lhc OHSAA State 
Toum.amcnt under Coach. Oa"·c Linn. including a SU.It champ1onsh1p dunn1 her sopho­
mon:- season Ja J '179 

In her fl't'shman year. Tr.1.11 pmtcd i1 22-1 record, with Douu .sconng :!.84 poirns ~nd 
g.1in'na;As!i<X1.ai.cd Press All-Ohio honorable men11on. She scorcd.311 po1nlS a.,the udy 
W.;1.niur- .,..c:nt 23· in v.-"nning lhe slal.C lit.le in ht'rsophorrk)rc !ICa'iun, with Ooult named lh.c •date tuumumcnl 
MVP ;i,nd .-g.li!l gaining ho~orablt' mcnllon Al ..Qfth) .ac:col.:WCs The team "-"CTll :?6-1 with Doull as a JUmor 
sconng 432 points She rcce1~cd ~r..t leam AU.Qh1<1 from l:n1tcd Pffs.<i lntcmat,oDaJ and fini!l.hcd a:- runner-up 
..s lhc- "Pla)er of Ult' Year .. to Trail tcammale Lon He.id) She- -vt111 :U1o ll Ihm! team All~ObI0 pid.: by AP 

Douu fflO\.cd to lhc hc:;id of the cl~s. ~ to speak . .u. a tr,1;:mor when she g;orwJ 815 pouus 3r1d wa."' f1n1 ~ 
t:'PJ All-Ohio and ''Pta}cr of the Year"' as weJI .as first le.am APAll.Oh10 and ·11'1,I team Atl-OVAC That year. 
TrJ..11 posted a 23-4 record, mcaomg the Lady Wamof"'i' rocord dunng 0ouu·s four )'CMS .... -.s an incredible 94. 
7. Shew.is sclcclcd for the first Ohio ~orth-SoulhAII-StarGamc and ~orcd !~ poil'IIS 1ocam game :i..tVP hon­
ors 

Doutt u:as also a four-year s~ncr and lettcl"'-inncr tn both ,oUc)tii.11 and 'iOftball. pl.aymg on the Lady 
W3rnors· state 1oumamcnt team ,n 1979 She \lro.lS inducted 1n10 1hc Budc)e Tr.ul Alhlet1c I b.U or Fame n 
1996 

The L:ilcnlcd ager "'Cnl on lu a fine four-)car c.irecr iil the Ln \-Cr~11y of M1clugan. bc...'Onung the :t.eh.ooE"s 
first uut-oC•i-.talC ,cb1'>la.Nh p rccIpIen1 m women", b.'.l."'ke1~)1 Fnr her ~r,;cr :n M1ch.gan Doul. -"cored 4 • 5 
po,nL..:, haJ !67 rcbt~unJ'- and 110 a...,!l.I'-L' 

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 1990s) 

M«rk Ci.uu (M.agnol1.:a High School, Cl;is!i. of 1994), He is tbc only tw~ume 111,1nner 
or a state football "'Player or lhe Y,;.a(' lll"ard jn OVAC history. ha~·ing "-On Wc:s1 
Virg.1n1a·!'I Kenned\ Award n 1992 w,<l '93. He "•"' 1tlso lhc G.tlonide "Plll)Cr ur the 
Year .. an 199'.! and° wa-. a two-time Cl:1!1.'o'. AA all-..:t..1.lC capt.i.in. HI!:""'"" ' a lwo--timc AII­
OVAC and A~ V>llc) scl«:11011 

C1SJ.r pJayrd qu..irtcrback, sa!Ct), pl~ki~kcr and punier on Blue C.lgle teams t~I 
compiled ,1 two-yt'&r n::cord or 25-3, hn!~hmg as the Class AA stale runoer-up l\lolC-C 
on~r lbc lttlChl3e t>I hHi ..... lhcr. Dave C:~r. In lWO s,e;ui,Ons as a ~Lartcr and one as J: 
b.ld:up. he pai,.:.cd Im Ohio V"lley record WI.I.I:<- or S.193 ).trd'.:,. ~nd 64 lnuchdown~. A!i 
a j urllor. he p.'.L~scd for a record 2.691 )ards :ind l4 TDs He also lcick'cd a v.11.lt'y ind s.tate record lobl of 85 
poinu .and bad a record-tying 'l(J.yard TD 'PM' as a junior. 

(n ba.scba • he was a 1hrcc,1imc Atl.Wcsl \.1rgini;i; Cla~,: A/\ . .\t -OV/1.C .:aad Al -Valley pitcher 
l{c ~·a..1; .:ih.o a resulir :n b.15.kciball. :.coring 4S poin1s in a game on one ocasion, 
He ~med ;a b.lscbal ' !teholarship to Chllrle,;ton Soul.hem t;n verxll) n. South Carol'na where he was a tour• 

ycu ..:1.ru::c He wil...: named Big South. Conference ·•Pla)cr or the YQr" ~n 19'17 llRd "',.~ 11. thn:c-11mc II l~o­
rercncc pick. 

He was drafted bv lhc Boscon Red So, and wa,; the: Red_ So,. Rookie Lc:lguc '"Pilcher al the Year" u1 I !,'YS. 

It'! 1999, be wu sclCC'tcd to t.h.c South Allanuc League All-Star Tc.am tr.nd won a Soulh Atl211tic Lc.:aguc lJtle 
in '99 .11.., a mc.mbc:rurthe Augusl.i Green Judo.e,, I le 1hen p?a)Cd ft.II the Cl.p1t.ah::!tdc Quebec, .tn ndcpcnd, 
cnl l~gu.e u;am :1nd was an all-... tar in 2002 and thc Northern Le.ague 'Rclid Pitc.hcr or the Year•• 

C15af ~med his b.u;hc(or i, degree 111 ph)~,ca cdu..::.1.uon and '-''&Sa subs111uce tcxher ~or · l \.'C yea.r11 1n 1hc 
Well.cl Count)· School syst.cm before goLng back 10 Charles1011 (SC ~ to SCf\-C a5 a hc:1.llh aod phys1e.1I cdu• 
t;a.tlon lcac;:hcr .1s ~ell as :an .11..'1sI~t.a.nt IOOtbal coach 

1 h: i,, the head football co:1eh 3l Union 1...oc.af Ht;h Sc;hool guiding the Jct!. Kl .l 9.J record and 1hc1r 1n:1-
C\'er OHSAA playoff berth in 2007 He ••il.'I: named the .-...i...:tcm O1stnct'~ 01,J~mn lV "CQ-Coai;:h ,1r lhe Year•• 
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Dr. Vincent 'Vince' Monseau (OVAC 'Contributor') 

Dr. Yinunl "Viner·' Mansmw (\\'cu Hlgh School. Class o! 1958) Think o( lhc ipon 
of v.rcs1llng and )OU think or Monsc:1u. who cnJ0),Cd suc.:c;C"~ ill the h11h "iChool lcnl 
locall)' bcfoR: m~k1ng ht,s mark ut Wc"I Ubcn> SI.Mic College 

A'6;). h1sh 5(:hool coo.ch, he !>pcnl nine ycan. at Oak Glen, Ch.irkston iLnd Weir high 
,-c;hoots, gutdmg Lhc 1967 Oak Olen squad lO a W Va Slate Toum.amcnt cham910nshtp. 

A(lcr one }car al Peru State 1n 'Scbr.a~k.a. he ,spent 31 }ColB ( 1973-2004) a~ head 
COilCh at West Libc11y, compiling a. 359-221-7 record He ~hed 7! All-Americans. 
34 AcadcmJc All-J\mcncans :JJJd six >,:a.uona.l Champions .1.t1d guided I.be H1Utoppcr, to 
a nal1om1I runner-up fini,;h tn IWS. 

Monl!C.au, whu aho L~hctJ frw.,t,bull anJ ctu!l.'i L"t.1un1ry during hi~ du)" on WLSC. 
dirc:.;l~d 1hc :'\,,II\ ":{.ation.1I Wrtsding Tournament in bolh 1979 and '87 artd was an 3dn1inistrativc assIs1.an1 
for lhc :--:CAA Ol-.-is.ion U ~ational Wrestling Toum.tmcnl In 2003. 

Hh ..1"·ards <Ut' numemu~. including Lhe OVAC 'Mr. M:u· :i"'·ard it'!: l983~ !'\AIA Hall of F;i.mc in Im; 
L:SA Wn::i.tling Brorm; Lc"·cl M~m""r Ccw;h in 19lC7. Wcs1 Liben~ Slate College ,\thJcuc HJ.II o(' Fame In 
199'7. ~CA,\ Dh-lsion H Sou1h-.-ci11 Rcgiozu..l COilCh or 1hc Year an 1996 ;ind 1997; .Sa1ion.v.l Wrestling ~bll 
of f¼.mc in 2002; ":{.CAA Oi"i~ion JI Wrt'!IUin,g H.Ul or fame in 2003~ and :\'.a1ion.;.l Wtcilhng Coat:hc:5 
Association l..1Cc11mc Member in 2004. 

Currcn1ly in his /1flh year as principal al Rl\"Cr High School, ,\1oi,~u alsodmx:tcd youth wrcslhng camps 
al West Libcn) for ncarl) 30 ye.an: 

As .an a\hte1c, ~on~au paruc1patcd 1n footb--.ill, wrcsthng and track at both Weir High ..md We~I f...ibeny 
Sl.1.tc College ~nd. l.atcr p.lfll~l~lcd in man~· d1st.1.nce races. inehic:hng the B~lon ~arathon and Whcchng 
Distance Race 

Monscau atl.ilincd h1~ B A iJcgrcc rum West l..1hcn)· St.at.c College as well ai. bolh ,. M.A and Or:"Lor:llc 
of E.ducalmn from Wc~t V1rg1ni~ t.:nn·cu:ity_ 

Gene Ford (Coathes) 

Wnr J-'ord (Indian Valle)' :-.:onh High School, Class of 1970) As colorful and well­
known .as he was su.ccc..sCul, Gord c;:omptlcd a 440-162 record in 31 )"CU.I'S .as a high 
~bool bov$' basketball coath. 

He coa~hcd one year al Shcnandt\ilh and five al Tusar.i\\."aS V:11Jc~ he fore making his 
mo.rk dunng 2S yea.rs al Carnbnd,1;c l ligh {1980-2005) "'here he won 400 games and lost 
183 

Fotd'-s Cambndgc lC3ms compiled 3 59-::!S record in tourn~rni:nl play. winning 18 
scc-oonal 111le!i, eight dlslnct crowns and flvc: regional ehampi:ondupi.. le.a.ding to fil-·e 
sble tournament appearances (1987-88, 199l 4 92,l994-9S. \995-96 and {999,..2000). 
mcludmg a runncr•up rini-.h in 1994-9S. His I.cams also won 10 Easl Central Ohio Lcagoc LILie~ 

He rc1;eI"ed "Co:..t:b ~)f the Yc111·· honor.- in the OVAC, l:.&~tcm Oilltrii.:1. OJ:\lnc1 12 t1nd ECOLa1td w.u,;; thc­
OHSBCA Du·nion U Stale "'C<Mch of the Year·• ID 198M 

r-ord "Ser.cd a.~ prc:su.knt or 1hc Ois1m.1 12 Co~chc-. Asll01.;iatton, u ii truslec fort.he OHSA A Foundalmn and 
on the B0:1rd of Dm:i:tors: of lhe Otuo High School B.iskctball Hall or F.1mc MuK:um. The recipient of the 
OVA.C E:lrl Habcrl'ieh,1 Coa~;hc,,; Award 1n !005. he ~·ili. indlK:tcd into lhe Ohio High School Baske1ball 
Coache! l\s!'.OC;alion Hall or Fame in !007. 

As an itlhlcle, he e.tmcd ll \·;mih· lclten (fo~r in ~bill!. four in lr.ack. three in t>..sl-.c1bu.?I) Ill M1d,·1tlc 
and lnd1an V;,.llcy i\orth. He 500rt'd • 1,310 career poinls and earned first 1cam all-Ohio. all-Eas1crn Distnet 
and .ill-ln~r Vallq Confcn:noc accol~dcs in lrJsketblllll and Ytas a ~l.itc qwalificr in lhc pole uult in lrac'k: 

He ".l.' a four-year lcncrman at :vluskingum College in ba.,~clball, ,;coring 1.711 polnls (!!CCond mo!i.t in 
school hii:.lOr)') while e:11ming all-Ohio Alhlctic Conrerc:n<:c "Alhlele Qf lhe Yc:ir" hono~ and lJPt ·'Srr):1.)I 
America" acco1adcs. lie wa.-r. a chancr member of the Mu,-1.:ingum Athletic I litll of fame in 1980. 

Bill Paolisso (Officials) 

Bill l'tro(isso (Weir High Sdool, C!.t-.i. o( l 946), He v.·1L" .i main~llll) ..-nung .£rca 

officials, \~oork:ing 0\'AC fool~U and boy5'11rls ~skeLball game~ for a ~year period 

from 194S•l998. fir,.1 w11h 1hc Wbcchng boa.rd and l.itcr wilh the Wciru,n4 S~~~"'·illc 

board 

P-.lohsso offic:1a«:-d 10 \V,;sl Virginia !Ible champ1onsb1p foolball games during his 

nrccr and several otno-Wcst Vugima and OVAC All-Sur rootbil pmc:s 

Jn b.i.,L:clbaU, he olfo;ialc:d rnorc lh.m 100 ~tw~~ 1Uumamcn1s (sc1,;hon:.Is, n:gi,>n­

als, ~14LC), including 19 !i-t:llc tounian1c-nts He worked the r.rst Samuel A. !vlumlcy 

OVAC All-Star Ba.-.kclball Cla!.:itic in 1978: and al~ was a rcrerec ·11 the West Virginia C<1nrcrcncc. 

Att'lltRJ; Pwli'.'i~o•s umciuting a\\".arJs arc the OVAC Robert OaY..'il,1n Orric;iallli A".ard; the Ohio Valley 

Football Coaches Association OrTicials /\ward, the West Virginia Sceond:111· Schools Alhlcuc Commission 
Aw.ard; and lhc Weinon-S1cubcn,·itle Officials• Bo:ird Award, 

?.tOlt'-'O 14,il;)i;, lhr«-sport alhlt;tc .at Weir High cruocball. ba.1k.ctba.ll ind b.ascb.tl ) He W,il;S fir.u ICiUTI idl-M..ttc 

•n foo1ball :ind b.askctball a$ a ~nlor. earning all-OVAC honors in ba.d.:clb3.ll tl,\1CC and once in football He 
•.u.~ a,~1 all,toumamcn\ or the sLalc cliamp1un Red Rjdcn.' b:lscb.all learn 

'He plu~cd IIAi'l> )Cilf'iu; pmfcss1oruil biu,cNU 1n 1hc St l..t>u1s CarJjnah•' organw11iun (J9-S2 .Jnd 1953) and 
he served two )C3rs 1n the Ii S Army 

Richard 'Dick' Edge (OVAC 'family') 

,t;,h..,.,t "Di<k'' Edtr (Whcchng High S<hool. Cl"' o( 1954) To '"l lidg< ha.s 
u,:om rTl.ll1)" iJjffcrt'nl h.ib over lhc )Cars wou.ld be a. V.t.'\l 1,1ndcrst.atcmcril 

He has spcn-t 42 years in cdocaLion, serving a.s a teacher, coach. ass1sunt princtpal. pnn­
cip.l .ind 1i.upcrin1enden1 al n1rioiu. OVAC-mcmbcr schools 

l::dgc coached in various cap.u::i11c5 at Tnadclph.1a, Wa.ni,·ood and WintcrS\'ille htgh 
~hooh-. shming the \\ot,;slJing programs at both Tnadclphtil and Wan,1,-ood -t"- l,\~ll JS 

four JUntor high programs In OJuo Countr I le ~hcd WaJ'\\-ood w .an undcfc,ucd sea­
son and an OVAC v.-rc:1,1hn,g championship as. "·ell il'\ s1xlh plac.."t' r,01sh in the W. V.1. 
SL.I.le Tournament when there '4.L'i uni) one dAl>sJficat1on. I le a M> co-founded and 
coached ~ummcr lruk :and girls' softball progra.rM ,n WinLC1'1ii'1dlc 

Among hu; accol3deo.\\l<:rc bent; named Ohio E,a.(.tCl'J'I Di!itncl Wresthng Coach ID 1!\c Ye1t '.n 975, rccc1\· ­
in1 the OVAC's pl'Csl1g1ou.s 'Mr Mat• Award 11::1 1979 lnduc11on ·nw 1hc Wes1 l.Jbcrt} State College H• I uf 
r-.ame In 1997; .and !lclct.tion t.u lhc WLSC W.atl of J lum,r for OuL,land1ng Alumni in 2003. 

Edge ~t'--cd M prcsldcnl of the OVAC dunng I.he J9tSb,.87 Md lW7-88 tcbool )C3.l'S a.nd scn·cd 3.S .a member 
o( the OVAC l!,ccutnc BoanJ for m.1ny )car,- lie was ah,o a past prcsldcnl or the Tri..Coonl). Alhlc1"'· Lc.1iue 
and lhc East Central Ohio League. 

He al!W.> 0IT1c1alcd at \o";,mou:<i lcte sin ~ontba , ba-.kctball and Ir.id: 
Edge rcprcscnled Whechng High i.n the 1954 OVAC A l·Sutr football Came and lhen went on to West 

Ubcn) Sutc College \\he-re he wa.,;, four-)e11r lcuerman, twcHimc .al -we .... 1 Virgrnia Con crcm .. c selection 
and the 1cam'$ co-capt.1,n ilS a scnio,. 

He n:cc1"cd h1~ BA in Business tdueation, Hcallh Edueauon and P1tnJcal Education and J :--.1.utcr\ 
Degree in Sccondaf) Adm,ms1rauon from 1hc C nl"crsuy ot D3)10n. ltc ;s a li.S ;\rm)· \'Ctcran ~f\·lni; 
ACU\'C duly from 1958-60 and in 1hc ,cscn·es , rom 1960,.63. 

John Sorrenti (\fedia) 

John Snrrrnli (We1r H,gh Sch,a,t, Cius, of I 956). E\lcn i.! yuu don't km1" St>ncnh, 
)'CtLI probably recognize his \'01cc 

13.1ck 1n 1954, at I.he .L!i,'C or 16. be bc&Jn wh;,.1 would he a 40.)t.at ca.rec, ii." a spuru 
.uinounccr ro, WBR Radio m Wc1non. Ourin; thal Lime. he broadcast football. txislmbilJL 
:md ba,i;cb,all game.-. for four OVAC-rnem~r ~hooh, - Weir, Madonria, Brookc a?td 
Wintt~v11le 

Aflcr re1inng from 1ha1 posl11on ti\ I 9LJ4, he v.urkcd rour years ror tclc,·1:aon stauon 
WTOV-TV9 (•n (ootb.111 "'Game or lhc Weck" tcloca.,1~ and alM, arinounccd the OVAC 
Wreslhng Toumamcnl tclcc:u.l in 19%. 

Ar. a lon.g-1im.c friend and i,;.upponer of 1hc OVAC Suttenu ~!\-cJ a...'i !\.b . ..itcr or CcJc.mon1c~ 1.or 1hc OVAC 
Queen ot· Queen:,. compc1ilion for r,vc )C.lt"!i tn the mJd-198().; and he h.1s been the Master or Ceremonies .11 
the: OVAC Hall of Fame Banqucl -.incc 1Ls Incepllon 

Among Sorrcriti's ,awards. he "'<l" honored on Lhc:. Welt •ligh W.tll or F.amc 1n ·99S and ,c(;e ,cd lwo 
~para1c: honors from Lhc Dapper Dan Club of the L"ppcr Ohio Valley. tnclud1n1 1hc 2009 Robert S. McKc ic~ 
:'Ylcmonal Award 

Som:nu be:~~• pol,uQJ QTCC:.r tn 19Hl "hen he "'a., c:kctcd ;a.s a Weuton Clt~ Counct man In .986. he 
was clc'-1cd a~ a H1nco,.-k Counl~ Comm1!istoner - a posH1on he was re-elected LO lw1cc for 3 lOW (II' 8 )C:.ln; 

1n oll'icc 
He has also scn,,cd as Purehasm,g Agent ror ttU)coc:.k County Schools and Adult Ed~cauon ~nd Placcmen1 

Cuordm:i.tor of the John O Ror;kcrcUcr IV Caf'C:l::r Ccnk:r :.end,~ currcn1J) M.i.nagcr of Tr,,uning at ~ounI.£mccr 
casino. Resort and Ra«lrack. 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coathes> 

1/~n"J "lfdi,/r' UtzA.tt. (Warren Consohdatcd H1gh School. Cli15.~ or 1950). A ptllar 

;fa~~~s~I~~~~~ =!gt=:i~d~~~~k~~So~~:r~ tu~:-!i~°Z 
Sw;:kc)e Loc~.1 e;ornbinW for a 40S-)0l record 

All lllld, L:u-.:i.-a.-eoaehed teams l,\·on lo11r OVAC ,;harnpions.hips.. 10 ~,;Uon.il tillt~ 
;md three dJS1net ero>wns ,-.:h1lc h,.t, 1n1 two teams go undcrcatcd in lhc regular season 
(1970 and 19TT) 

En 1S years ?t Wa_rrcn Consolidouc:d (195&-72). his LCams were 179-120, ~'inning lwo 
OVAC ehmlp1onshtps:{l%l and 19'70) The 1970 .sq~d po:s1cd a 2:!-1 record, winmn,g 
OHSAA Ca.,-, A sccuonal :ind dL'w.ntl tlllC,i bc:forc bowo'I~ 11'1 lhc regl<;irtill 

I~~)~ :.~~~c~~:~~~~ ~:~i~!~~s::~=:) 2-n;1 f ~~!a~'O:;:f2~~~J ~~~l~i~~,~ ~~~~:~ 
AA. l~ing in lhc regional finals. Th1tt >·car, Lala.st. "'.ts named OhIu cI11,-s AA ''Co.,.ch of tile Var" b), UP( 
and Ea."ttcm Dis1nc-1 "'Coach o( the Year'" b~ AP 

Uc roncludcd IAillh l~ years al Buckc)c Sou1b.Wcst and then was head coach 1n lhc firsL >·car of 1hc c0mplete 
Suckc)e Local consulldall(ln in 19'XM>1 

Da~~~~~I~ ~rl~~'rua~~~~! •l~c~~~~h~ar; ~~
9! ~~or~~~~~~~pr.;ta~~~~:~~~ 

1hc OvAC All-Star Cla.,sic ;and h.a.d Lwo )C;,tlv OVAC b.a:s:lr.etball ,;cholunh,(X' named m h11. honor He rccc1,c 
lhc OVAC's &rl I labcrl1cld Coaches A\\.".trd ,n t9S6 

He was a member of the OHSBCA and scrvc:d as president of 1he D1stnel 5 B3~kc1tn.1. CoachC"'i 

:~~~~:i~:u~~ ;13~:.~:~~tc~~h~~~~~:
1
11~nHtf:iisitFa~~:.!iketbalt COilchcs A~soc11111on 1-hill of F.nnc 

Lu .• ut. w.:i.s a thrcc-vcar lcucrtnan in high school bad.:c1ball al Warren Consolidaled in bolh ba.~kc:tb31 .and 
f'-A)(.bll(L He 1hen leucicJ.1wo )'Car.; in b-.t.~lr.c1baU and four in rootta..11 :.l Bclhan)' College bcfoK 5el"\'lnJ t"o 
)'C'l.fS in lhc u.s Army 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Atblew - l940sJ 

Harold "/Joe" /Jauthmy (Wcu High School. Clas, o( ' 945). In l!/45. he bcomc 
;h,; (irst o( onl)' sc"·cn high schooJ ;uhlctcs to win I.he W.Va Amatcu Athlete of 1hc Year 
/\\\a.rd. lhc su.tc·s oJdcst hono, daling b.u:k to 1934 A fin:l lcam . .all-cla.,;s, all-stat.er ln 
roo1ball, baskc1bwl and basc:bwl, he also <arocd AII-OVAC [oolboll '"1d bo$kclball honors 
... ~ a. Rc:d Rider !-Cntor 

The lv..·o-way back lcd Weir lo ai 9-t foo1b:i.J record in 1943. losing on y 10 11a1c 
champlon Parkcr.tburg. As i senior. n 1944 he led Weir lo a 40-13 \·it10r)' O\'Cf 

Parkcniburg and acc:oun1cd or fi\c ioudtdo"'"n<: - a TD l'Un.1wo TD pa.s5e!., ~ I0l-rard 
pa.,i;'ii i11len;cption return and an 80-)ard ldckofrrctum. 

Oau,ghcn~ ·:1 1v.:o-)·ear career mdudcd runnin.g and pa.'1t~ing for 1,925 yard-c; and 31 tt)Uc.hd°"'ris. He also 
rctumcJ ktcks and 14·;;i.s a st.ir dercn,i,·c bad .. 

In bask.ctbaU, Lhc .all•-.taler helped Weir Loa ll•? record_ [n baseball, he lc:d !he Rod Ride~ to lhc one,dils!'o 
st.Ile 1.:hampionship 1n l 94S. 

ltc ~igncd a foo1ball .\Ctlol.al"Vlip to Ohio SLt.LC lJnlvcrsily "·here he pl.i.)'cd on a 7-2 record team as a frcsb4 

num i.lartlni !iaCely. tn the f(lh game. he mo"cd jnto lhc -.1.arting oITcnsi,·c lineup a.'\ ~lb.id. He wa!I dr-.lfLCc.l 
inlo the U.S Arm) ·n April oT 1946 and, after dlM.·hargc, he signed a ptuJC..°'sfonul bu..;cb.tll 1,;onlnict with the 
Dc1ru11 Tiger:,, und plu)'od pro ba!>tball lrorn )948•53 lm:ludc;d were lhrc:.c: )c:.tr,,, in Cla-'--.AAA ~ilh Buffalo 
and Toledo I le opcn<::J: the 1951 -.ca."'tln with the ma1or league team, but rc1umcd to Toledo 3fLCt a month 

When tt\c Wc1r l·hgh ·001bal1 coachu1g J0b opened, he was h1tcd and guided his Krond team. in I9SS, LO 
ill1 8,! record and an OVAC Ille lft:: also continued lus pro baseball c:i.rccr b~ playmg m lhc l.:i.le 195()§ 11') 

Minot, ~ D. 11.nd 'vhtchcl~. S.O .• ind "'~s m.-nagcr of ;irm 1c.i.ms 1n 1964 .u,d 1965 in Coco Bc4Lh. Fla -,11d 
Duhnh. Minn ( le ~ppcd hI~ high school coaching career 1n Bedrord. Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jim Hanna (Athlete - 1950s) 

Jim llanltf,l (Wc1r High Sc;hont. Cla!-s of J950) A lhrcc-jpon all-star who led lhc Red 

R~d.cn; ill l~o ~uuc one-cl~" ctuamp1on:-.h1~ .as a senior, h.c h, one of lhc mosl dccoral• 
cd athletes m school h1stol} A \'ats11y fOOlball st.3ncr u a freshman, be continued 10 

c.-.ccl under Hill! of F;unc~ch C.trl Hamill, v.ho [abclcd Hilnna and Oaughcrt) 1.s. ·,~o 
of1hc finc~t ;1H-.1.round alhlc1c~" he coached n his lcgertdary carec, 

In 1949 Hanna starred on lhc ll-0 r,:cord Weir fooLba.l) 11:am -which v.on lhc first 

WV:.J. largc'!.I Cla~~ A pl:,;ynff 1llc ""th a 27-tJ ,-1ctot') (wcr Milton The l"'o-w,a>· 
cnd/pui,1cr,•pfacc-l,;:n:ktr landed nine Louchd°"'·n pa~scs and scored 83 points a5 a scmor 

w.hcn he \UI~ runner-up (or ,be Wcsl V1rgm1a Player of the Year Hc,~man Award (now 1hc Kennedy A"--ard) 

and """" !'C?cclcd first lc.tm All-OVAC, Alt Valle) and All-SYle He .ah.o played 1n Lwo aL sLu games Wc)it 

Vq:1n1.:i ~·s Ohio .:and the Wesl V1rg1111a ~orth-Soulh game 

Jn basl.ctb.11 1 be ".lS '.\CC'Ond teamAll•W Va ;md All-OVAC 
ln baf.C'ball. he p:lched and baucd Wcu to the onc-dhs Wei.I\' 1g1nia eh.:imp1-:.nsh1p I n the ~3 1nals1 ,vm 

o,·er b~t Bank. he ~ruck out 10 JR a. Sl't·bll effort aod b3U.c4 ,n four runs w ith 1\lo n singles 

He acccp<cd ..i ,,.ootball : .. ,,;hol.ar.htp rn,m ksen<Llry Kcnlud:.) ~oach Pa- (Bea,) 81),UU ind .. uarteJ :u end 

on J. rrcshman sq_LLld quartcrbad:td b)' Babe P:mll JJe left school t :1 pla) nunor caguc bascb.alt (or sc~er.:l 

~son.,, before relummg Lo Wcmon, where: he has bc:cn a 011g"\111u; tn<;a Amcm1;ari L:J 1on high ~hool t nd 
1iummcr baseball coach and ~'Olll 

Tim Anderson (Alhle1e - 1960s) 

Tim An•non (f-ollansbcc High School. Class of 1967) Anderson ·s footbal. carcec 
-.-.as a "e -1ra-..elcd one. as ,._,cl as 11 qunc 'SucccssJul one He f1ru rcah;,.cd i;nd grca.1ne~s 
m Follansbee, a pn:p career so good lh:lt ll landed him .:i schobrsh1p .at one of lhc premier 
(ootb.:111 colleges 1n the na11on - The Ohl0 SUI.LC t;n1ve~11y 

J1,i,it (ike for the Blue "-a"'e bad. on the bank.1 o( the Oh10 Rlver, Anderson Mafl'Cd 
(m lhe 8\.li;kc:yc,."" much. "'n Lhal he "".IS a fiNl-round p,ck o( the San Pranc.1~0 49cf\ 
H1, ~A .... d.ar,, huv.-cver, gol off Ln a dcl:6)Cd i,,.l.a.rt due lo conlr.JCI d1ffieul11c, In lhc 
meao11me, AndcNL•n enJ0)cd an .a.lJ.lca.1:uc honnn( !IUl\l "'1th Lhc Canad1iln Foulball 
Uaguc·s Tora11l0 Argonau1s 

Ander:!tOn w.15 .1 thrcc~spon st.1ndout at Follansbee I hgh. ln add111on lO h1~ man) football ach1c,·emcnts, 
the 6 ~,, l9S-poundcr d:, 11agu1shcd h,m~lr qwte D1ccly 1n bascba.11.utd track 

As a S¢niot. Anderson's BIL.le W;1:•,c wenl 8-;? Those two blemishes came u1 lhc season's first two gamc!o 
contcsls m which Anderson did not pl.a~· due to 1n1ut1,· ln ~ ust eight games, Anderson rushed for tl63 )11.fds 
aiid also Led the team 1n tilckks As a re-sull, lhc tv.o-wa) back ctmcd all-OVAC AIL-Valtc:y attd all#W Va 
Cla!t'I. AAA 'm,t-<eam ~onoo; A'f- JUmor he ""as all-OVAC and All-Va le)' ~cond learn. 

He started lwo )Cl.~ for the Blue Wave baseball squad as an outfielder He also JOtncd the 1rack 1ca.m as a 
"iCftll)T llJld v.a, r11\h 1n lbe !dale Clit.."'iS /\AA '§hot put 

At Ohio Sl..lilc, Andc"1rt ,tan.cd lhrcc ycaN "" :a dc:fcn~1t.C ba.c'k. Dunrtg th~t ,pan, lhe pnwetful Bucke)C~ 
1.1,•cnl 27-2 wnh two 81g Ten tlUes whde .ilso bcmg n;unc:d the cnn,-cnsu-. n;1l10n;1I ch.3rnptons 1n I 968 Th:tt 
lc.un bc;-at lhc O.J Snnpson-kJ use TmJ~n!I ln t~c Ro~ 0ov. l A!I .. ~nmr, he \\ll t1?1\He».m 1ill•B1g Tc-n .. ml 
Wti a !if~ team AII-Att1cnan 

t lit. Bucke) e su.rdom pro\ cd a '§:pongboord to being the 23rd pad 1n lhc )971 ~FL draft I le 0\l.·ncd the 
d1sunclJon of being the hlghcst or the I~ Ohio State gnddeu, chosen 1n lh•t draft. 1nclud:ng Jack Tatum. When 
1.1ciablc lo oi!lgro:: lo terms with lhe 49crs, he pk1ycd four sc.asons in Ci~da before rc11,1m1rtg t,0 San rranc1s,;:o 
and pla,·mg Lhe l '175 campa.ign for the Xmers The following season, Andcn.on pla)ed for the Buffalo Bills. 

Marty Coyne (Athlete - t970s) 

MartyCu:yn., (t.Jn'.\I) M1J1t:,1f) Cni.1111.1.lC . Ch1..,s.o( 1977) Co)ne wa..1 .a lbrcc,.,p.msl..lnd• 
out for the Cadets, but baske1baJl was dcfirutclv the \'Crsatile 6 ft. S athJc1e's meal ticket 

C<.1)ne Jp,ungui-1hcd him~!( a,,;, one or thC premter h~'lil.1P'-ler- in the Ohit1 V,lle) 
dunng the dcc.adc or the '70i. He w,1s a 1hrce-year s1:a.ncr an roundbal a1 LiEL.51). 
blc)'l"'lmmg into a" inu.al ~ns m,1chinc his junior and scni~,r campaign,. Ct1ync m:tlcd 
m poiats in hii. ·unior ~ ;,Jone good for 111 27.2 a,·tn!IJC, He .,,a.s also a bc.ut on 
the bo.anh.. gr•bb1ng 14 2 caromi,,. per outin1 He nearly duplic.l.C<l lho-.c numbcN in hi-. 
senior campaign. scoriDJ 598 pou1:l$ for a 27. l average. The t.alented post's rebound 
1ota?,i ballooned t<.1 t6.5 per g:i.me. 

Co)oc•s Konng antics "'ere tops in the Ohlo Valle) both scason.s HlS single-game high was 46 against 
Wheehnt1 Centr.al. The depcnditble cager scored in double rigures in 1111147 of bis high ~hool ~Lan.". Co)ne·s 
f.l;Oring pro"'ess also t™1,lalcd into 1c.a.m SI.ICCC$lli. The C=-dcls oompilcd: 54-12 record during hi'i final lhrce 
campaign!'. T'hc Bridgc:pon 1t,uive gv.mcrcd .JI-Cit), all-OVA.C Iii.Rd all-Wc~t Virginia bonon. ~h r(,r hi~ la.,t 
l\\O ~ears He also -.,,as co-captain of chc aJl-5tatc te1m as a jCnior. He ended hi'§ 11luitriou, haro"vod career 
with 1.389 points 

He '-"'11~ .ilso a. slandout on Lhc gnd1ron. starting lhlT'C ,cason'" The glue-fingered roccivC'r 100 aJJ Ohio Valk) 
,.mall ,-c;hool PL"'~ Qlchc~ hil'I $1Cnior !-C.t.~n ¥ii bile also .a~erag1ng37 5 )'•mJs per punt Co)'ne w.a." •lso named 
all-OVAC and all-'itale first tc:.atn for hl'i football success • ~ a scmor 

Springumc s..,.... Cu)nC ~tan 1brcc !ICa.-.c,n:,:. on the Lm:-11) ,,Ji:tmond. :,;Cf\fog .i., ,c;l)<,,Qp11lin •" ~ ~nioT 
After graduation r~m Lln'.'ll). Co:,m: rCQ;"J\'ed an appointmcn.110 the t: S Mi.hwy Acadcm~· at Wcs1 Poinl 

(:\'Y} He hm1 lhe prl\ 1lc.gc of pla)lng for Ule nil'-'' legend&) Duke nc:.d c,;lKh Mike Krt)I.C"!tkl. Co)ne ~lancd 
three seasons. hclpLDg the Black KmJhli of 1hc Hudson to an ~IT berth in 1978 He alcr.tgcd 15.6 pcnnls a 
pmc il"' a juni<,r and 16.S poinL'i .ii>.&: :.cnior. Hi:r. I. 126 can:cr poinL, nu,kc,,J I hh on lhc 1111-llmc Arm) scoring 
hsl 1.l the lime or his g.raduat,Qn He also gr-.. bbcd more lhan 400 rebounds for the Cadets, Y.hen= he sc:rvcd as 
C()-,(;,;,!;plain ~ ill ..cniot. Co)ne a~nJcJ 10 the r.ank or C..TC ~•1th 11 ycaz,, .-.c;u"'e d1.11)· 

Charlie Keenan (Athlete - 1980s> 

Claarlu K~rrut1t (SlCubcn,·1lle H1&J, School. Cla.ss of 1985) Be 11 on lhc gridiron. 
wrestling mac or m lhe cla.\.,room, Keenan prided him<oelr Oct cxcclfencc .:ind in all three 
atea.<t of hi!! lffc. he ~a."' nothjn.g "hort of !JiC:n"'"1Lional 

Keenan ""'as the comers1one of Bi.g Hcd's iniliaJ state gri~ pJa~off ch~pionsrup. 
CJplalmns the 1984 grid ~ugscrnau1 He led the Reno Saccocc1a-coac:hcd gndders Lo a 
1 )..0 \.Ca.",(Jfl that tal He el\Labhoihcd ne~-.. 1-Chuo[ rec:urds for t.icldes and ~ks en route lo 
being n.a.mcd the slate's D1vlsian IJ l.Jneman of the Year The fiBl-tcam .all•SU.tcr was alj() 
a,xordcd honor:i.blc mcnlion Ali-Amenc:rn pi.audilS He was na~ captam o( tbc all­
OVAC and idl-&~m O15Ulcl tc.un.1i1 it.nd _.a:- v.:lcclcd to pl.:1.~ in the OVAC ll.00 Ohio 
Sorth•Soulh AU-Star game'! 

The relcn1Jess lineman "-'3.S a t.hrec-}car swtcr !oc Steubenville lh.al 1o1.~nt 30--0 in lhc: regular 'i,CaSO0 ::ind 33-
2 o\l'er.tll. l [:is great grid pla) c1rncd him the distinction of being. namod lhc co-ca.pliltn o( lhc t9'1:o., All-Dcc.idc 
Fuotball Team sclCC"tcd b) The lntclhgcnecr. Hi,; 81g Red su.ci;<:s.., pro,ed a !-pringb.~td ID .a foolb.i.11 sckolarfflip 
to The Ohio State l)n1ven.11y 1,,1,.herc he was a leucrman for lhc Scarlet & Gray gnddcrs 

K«nan 1.1,-a~ju!-t a!i imprcs..-.i,e on 1hc prep mats I le won a pairofOVAC tiLICll, 01p1.unn• the ?75,-pound das.'\ 
tL'I a "4.lphl)morc folhJ'-"cd b> lhe lflS..pound crown.._,. a junior before grabbing the brass nng a.., tbc Otu,, sw~c 
k1ngptl'l th.al 'ol.1ntcr. Keenan opu:d Lo move up to he».vy\\c1ght i1s a senior, prepanng him for lhc rigol"!i or an Ohio 
St.lie gridder Thal mo,·c 10 bca\l'yv..~1ghl 1e1 I.IP 3. nutch .ag:unst B.:imc:.s\·1llc High's ma.mmolh and fellow OSU 
gnd r«n111 Tim Mode} The t~o met in the OVAC rinals in 1985 • .11~11ng pos.wbl~· the larc~1 crowd a1 a 
'wrc.~1rng m.:1tch. in Ohm Val?c) :innals, v.ilh Mo,ky pulling out an epic Tl~ lrii.mph h !lin:appOJ Kccn:an·, 
45-match w1Ming ~rtak Keenan "".IS aw.udcd the GcorJe Ko,·abek. Scholmhip that year He fimshcd his Big 
Red wrc1i1.llng CilJ'Cc:'c with .11. ~p,llkhng ll~IS record 

Kccr,iln alSt1 upl.cd In v.restlc .31 Oh1u St.lite, earning twn \l'anlt) leUc.-... in the m:a.t sport. 
He v.-as the S~ubcn\ 1lle High ,·alcd1c1~n. compiling .:t 4 0 GPA He ,vent on to e3,rn m~ter ·s :md docioratc 

degree~ Aller rccca·1ng !us QSt,; degree, Keenan rc1umcd home .1nd SCJ'\od as a tucher, adminl!.tT.110, and 
cooch 11 his .i ma mater lfc n0\i\. 1s 3 school JUpcnntcndcnt 1n northern Ohio. 

Bill Jobko (Athlete - 1950s) 

Bill Job/,.o (Bridgcpon High School, Cla<s o( 1953) A lhrcc-yw. lhrcc-sport 

Bulltlog aLhlctc 1n football. ba.,kctbJ.11 11.nd ba.-.c:b,;.ill. h.c: Clmlcd All-OVAC and AH­

VaJle) football honors as.:,_ senior h11cman 

Rccnnled b) Ohio Sia.le Um..,ersity. he: bc'-.lmc a l~wa,· offem.:1"'e guard and 

meb.acker who plu)'cd on the Bucke:,c n.ational llllc teams or 1954 anJ. 1957 v,.hen the 

Bud:e)·cs won I\\,() Rose Bowls He was l.Cam MVP m 1~57 He 1s the onl)' pla}·er 1n 

81g 10 Confcrcn,;c h.1'lt()r) to never pla) m a lo-sing Big IO regular i;casor, game He 

rcc..v~d a safet}' fur the. College All-Stars ma 35-19 111j,;l0f) o~er the :"'l:A .. champiun Dclr'Qll lrnn". one of 

only eight tames the coUeg1ans defeated tbc .SA.. t~mp1ons in the .innual classic 

He wis draJled b) lhc: Los Angele-. Rams ;md pla~ed for lhc ~FL learn Crum I95S-6l befol'C pcdorl"l'Ul'lj: 

for 1he ~tnnc"M>UI Viking:-. from 1963-65. Jobko capped hr"' pn.1 p?•~·ing i;arccr L"I;, ka.m dcl'cnsi-.c capl.lin ut' 

1hc O!lpni ,\llanta fa!cons iW' J966 From 1967-89. he worked ro, the falcons in urious roles -ass1!.lan1 

coach, !!.COul and D1rcc;tor o( Pro Pl.i.)er Personnel He c.-loscd his ~FL career a.~ ehier college scou1 or the 

Phocnill. C.i.rd.1n..ih from 19R9•94 

Bndgeporl High School honored Jobko by naming lhc !litl'('et entrance lo Perk.ms held as ·-am Jobko Way­

.:u,d ,he on 1\ug ~J. ~OOS, ded C';Uod 11s home complex as "'Bill Jobko Football SL.ld1um .. 

Mark Thompson (Alhlc1c - 1960s> 

Mari T/rompJan (Mount Pleasant High Schoo'!. Cl.iss of 1969) 92skctball wn a way of 
h(c ln I.he Thflmpson (.amt?), -.·ilh Monk being Lhe n1cr.-t producllt.e. H1" l"-0 older bm<herJ 
- Rieb and Jim - started a boop lr.td11io:i at !"A~ol Plcasaat H1gb in 1960 E\'cf'}' )'cat 

tJunng llult dcc.ade wun~scd a nompP.>n in lhe Mounli~ • s1.arunc lineup, cndins ""·1th 
.Yfark -t gnM:tu.auon 1n 1969 ~ark set lhe famll~ n.ndnrd, bowe\er, for b.u.ketball a,rcatnen 
He wasted no tlmc maku1g hJ~ pttscn.ce (dt on the ha.rd wood. finish.in&"-' the sccond-lcad­
lnJ: ,;corer ror lhc JI.In.tor ~•u•oe;.1L) team a.-t a frmlt Thatj.i),\'CC' ~~.ad v.ct1t !R-0 

Tbom~oo "as 00Lh1n.g short of magic;.il the QCAI lh~ ~·ji,tcn,, )~adiog i.h~ 1eam ia 1 
M,,'::Onn, ;and rcboiJn.ding cad ,.impatgn. llis ttcmendou~ play also sparked iln eye-popping: 
92-9 ,ocord dum:11 tb,11 '\paD ror the Mounties, which included lhroe "iucr;:eni,·c '-O(;tlonaJ 
co-<:h.1mp1onsb1ps. a d1!>trict final bcnh and a district scm.i.fin.il appcarai:ioc. As .1 sophomore. the hanl•workiag 
hooP"'lcr at.·cragcd 17 6 poinL'\ ,1 game Th.it rigllrc jumped kl 24 Ra.c a ju.oior and 1u1.5 cappccl b)' a :?K 1 per gumc 
sho"" ng a,:i; a .\Cn1or, 1ncluding 3 caroct-bcsl 50 llJhUn&:i. again"'l Smithfield Durin& Lhal ~nior year, the Mounties 
otver.agcJ more than 9S pomti a game, I0ppinJ tbc CC'nl\U'}' m.ark in -.i1. of 18 regular !.Cl!iOn contests. 

AU told. tbt 6 (t. 4 Thom~oo - who w•1 blec!I.Cd ~uh bo1b in,idc: and OU.L!ii:ide ~ring ck:lls - c,ilOd higb 
school wn.h 1,623 po1nli 1ft hno portfolio He netted J host of accolade~ f01 his basketball e\pcrtJ.s.c. hca&d b) fiDI 
team .tl-Oluo bQnt'11' :it-'I both Ill JIUU01' :.ind i;c:l!ut>r He wa.,c c1!:'IO ,n 1111-F~m D\~tm,,. ~[I-Ea-ctcm Oh,o Alhlehc 
l...c11ue ond all-OVAC bonoroc au three ~car,;.. He was capta11t o( lhc OVAC tc.:im as a sctior. 

Th.ompwa '-".U: ao oae-'ilpon Y..ODdcr as be al.so d11pla)cd hi!ii .al.blctic prov.css on both the- gridin>Q :,,nd, b.ucb;i.11 
diamond He \\,a_-t a lwo-wa)' "tancr 1n (oolball. <tarring a~ c,u.ancrback ar,d dc(cn~i\'C back. T~c Lhroc-)car rc&ular 
wa5 :in 411-EastcM D1!iilnCt, all-OVAC .ind EiHtcn'I O11.io Athletic La.guc i,clcction. 1n bis Junior and w:uior sc:i!!OD'i 
Thompson 1tl'i<l plckod up 1hrec le~ in. ~ball., chalked up two no-bmc" .and four onc-hiucrs 

'\:ot surpnnng. Thompson rc:t"enc:d some 120 Oiv1s1on I mllcgc scbolars;h1p offer!t. He c.ut bis lot w1lh 
btsskc1b.sll ill tbc l,1u..,cn11l) o( Rund11 Tbumpwn wau I.he )C(;Oftd•lcw:hng sc:orcr ut1 the G.tWn. J'~h team Afl.Cr 
rcd._h,ning a.ca cophomorc due lO an ankle inJury, he wori.cd h,mM:lf 1n1Cl being a pan,ume 'llan.tr dunng h,., 
JUn1or ;ind !,C'01or SC.:1.1,0m, :aad "'as a co-apta1n bis fin:1I etmpaiJn w1tb I.be G•ton:. 

Mike Dawson (Athlete - I970s) 

.Wiu l>mJ'SOII (M.1,noha H1ch School. O;iss nf 1978). When ~OU bccin lo rccalt lhc Jl'Cat 

athletes 10 M:agooha High 1110.11.1'1, MJkc. 0.wson is alM•ays ac.r Uu~ wp or I.he h"it And why 
aot? The rugged 6 rt. 2. 19~poundc:r earned l 2 lc1tcr1 n1 four "P0fb for I.he Blue f...lgl~ 

fl w11,.°' ~nutball, however which. brought Ou""!IOn lhe ma.t occhum Following hn1 !!iCEIIOf 

,rid ~~n in 1977. 0-"~n w.u !!elcc;:;e,J ~ I.he W Va AU-Cl.ii(\; Plap:r of the Yr:¥ by the 
Morpnto\\'ft Toucbdo~n Club •·hilc rin11o,h1ng: 3\- ru.nl)CNP for the Kenned)· Award That 
'WUllC sc.non, be was aamcd 1;.3pUi11 ofthC' all•W Va. ~sAA lc,am as.a dcfeMJ,c back after 
p1lf.cnog !iC'\en pali.'\CS. He was :al~ Lh.e c.a.pwn of the all-Valley .:ind :ili-O\'AC leams 
Oa.'""'SOtl N!thcd for 833 )·autJ. oa ju~t 112 camcs 1n nine gamC"t a, a ~,or for CoKll Da,c Ciqr He v,,11,J muncd 
M:aJnd-tam all•¢1le::is aqua~rbad MilJU111or. Forluscanx:r, Ozv.·,;on xr::ou.n.Lcd formorcth:Jn 3,COO al l purpocc 
).mf.'1- .u.d IO<.Jlcd 152 poinl'I despile mis~ing four ,~mes v.11h. tftJunc-c. 

D.iv.:so~ ulumaLC'I)· sci~ Wbl Viri:i1:1ic1 L.i:ii\Cl'Slt). A~ a sopbumore, be c.uncJ ill star1u1g Sp.>l .1.., .- lu1cbad;cr, 
but he injured bis knee wlule block.in,& a punl ar:.ilnsl Pena SLil.Lc. Da,111,•son ended a1 a IWO-)c.ar Mountaiaccr ,nd 
t~uc:rm.aA. 

The ualcnl0d Bit.IC l:.Jgle wa.~ .\bo dominllt 1n ba1eba!I He wa~ ;t four-yc.ir suncr. !-CCUII ~on ,lit bnlb c.itcher 
ilnd !Lhort.'\top mid camu11 all-WC"it Virs,inia laurel" h1!i JU1:uor.1nd M:n1or '\CIL~ll'I after helping lead tbc bt,:ic~ to lhe 
'I.Lale l0um11mcnl both ya~ He Wll!I :a l'olio-Umc all-OVAC .and all-V•ile)· honon:c. K'n·Jlg a.c c.aplaln of the I.I.lier .3.'\ 

a senior. Spm1g pro,·cd quite bus~ ror IM"·~n When nOL pl3).;ng b.L\CtMll. be wa-, a \Jhwblc contribu\Or w lhc Blue 
f:.agles· u-aclt 1C.am Ocsp1\c :nu.le pnl(;'Ucc time. he wu sull ,1,ble tu span.le ·1:1 tlle Wei.t V1r;i:ai.a CW.s A stale \r.&C-k 
meet, A~ .1 JUD1or. he w.:is runner-up 10 both lbc iOO-yanl dasb .l.Dd long jump. the laucron the )lreagth of .a lc.1p bc1 
tcr Win 21 f«x Ere: 11.lso 11roo lb~ WC'$\ Vugulia AAI,; .Ol).,·.ard ~sh :11 ;m. 

Dlw"°n·wa."- 11$0 3 lhfCC•)car C'-IRCf ·n bA.d;etb.111 Among hl'i m;vJ) hoop bigblilbl'I v.i"-' 36-point ou.~b\l~ 
again!i:t Whcchns Park 

Tim Moxley (Athlete - 1980s) 

1'iM Ma;r/.fy{Ba.mcs,·ilk High s..;tiOOII, Cla!t.., o f .985) A hcu·)wcigh.1 i.a e,·cr) "CR'lie 
of the "'1Jrd, Tim Mm.Icy ii,, ccrta.inly lhat Mo•dc~ t:ilfflC' up huge in both loolb.ill a.nd 
wrestling ror 1he Shamrocks. He enjoycJ • siar.studded and ctlamp1on#fillcd four a~ ue 
}'c.irs al lhe wcslem Belman Co,mty ~hool 

Mcnlcy gamcR).( all-Ohi,, lUJl"I0OI lrl ffXltb.i.U rut the RcJ & Green "'hale a.hit.) grabbtng 
a pajr of !ilatc wrcsthn.g cbarnpionsh1p,. The 6 fl 7, 300-pounder patl3)cd h1!1 prep 
aeh1cvcmenu into a footbaJI ~lar-..h1p at The Otuo State limvcn1l) 

Mo'l.lc) "'11.., a thn:c4 ~'Cat 'lol.u1Cr on the ShllmroCk.ll' hnc He helped guide the Red & 
Groen to 117 .. 3 nu.rk.o\er his b .. '-l Lwo scac;on-.and lhc OVAC champ.on~h1p tn 1983 

I-le 1,1-as accorded :a bc"Y of first LC.am all-ii.Ir hollors for bis senior season play. The)· included a ~¼llcy, a.I 1-

OVAC. a.11-Eaxtcm District and all-Ohio b) The All§OC'J.t~ ~s He \\as a ~0rtd-1cim all..Qb.10 Linucc:I Prc~Ci 
lnt;rmlitln.t.1 hnl'I~ As .i junior. Mo~lc)' v...i.'I .a second-team all•Vallc) sclcctmn. 

Mo,lc) caJ"llcd ouc an c\·en more glitl.cnng prep resume 1n the n\al :1port The powertul hcavrwc1gh1 c::.1.ptuf'C'd 
a pa.zr of Ohio state championships, ma.Ldung lhc t1umbcr of OVAC crowns to tus credit As a scruor. he led the 
Shamnx:k grappler,; lo the o\·erall OVAC T<1umamcnt ti.lie while al~ being ~dc<J the: p~l:g101L,., 81crkoruc 
A'olti·:trd. Mol'OO\·er, the .\fo,;.lc)•lcd m:itmen of Coach 0.:irreU Oa\'ls ca.pturcd the st:IJC loum.1mcn1 IQffl tit!c ,n 
1985 His OVAC 1itlc m3tthcs a1:tinst Stcubcn"'1.Jc 1s Charhc Kccr..i.n - also Jotn1ng lh1s yea.r's OVAC Hal of 
Fame induction ricld - arc legcnd:tl) ~o,ley h.lndcd Keenan h1~ onl) ,wo I0$!1CS ,n the OVAC e11ent Mo.11,lev 
'-"a.'i !Gl,J impn:s-.ivc on Lhc mu.l thlit he ww. '\C)cc.1Cd lo lhe t.:SA's Sdwla."ilJe AII-Amcnca Wrco;tlmg '-On:am 
Team·· tor 1984-SS. I le wa., 1h1rd m the O YAC as a sophomore 

Al Ohm Sl.:ile. ~m:lcy \\'1li. all footba I He movcd ullo the Bucltc)e!. •dart ng hneup as a "iOphomorc. a~lCr 
s,eemg pliL~'lng lime u1 .&1113 g::i.mcs. asa red-!dlln freshman lie .,l:ilncd ~\·en nuLof the Rucks · r,na eight ,samc1 
as a !i>Ophornorc As a JUmor. he slartcd a.JI 11 games and conhnucd th.al strong pla) a..,. 3 senior He p(J)·cd in two 
l:itm·I gamc:1 (or Ohio S1-:11c - the 1987 Colton Bowl and the 199:J Halt ,-1. Fame Bow, "1ox..lc) was ,;clcclCd by 
lhc W.ashmglOn Redd.~n,s in lhe nmlh round a( th.e ! 9',() XFL Dra!L 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley (Athlete· 1990s) 

l>G11id Rod~y {Paden City 1-ligh. ~h.onl. Cb1ss or 1993). P..1dcn City pnc.J<:!11 1tsc:lr on 
q1.2~ ty baikct~II . To th.,.l Cl'ld. David. Bo~dc) -is 011 lhc short l,i.~ of great Wildc~t'ii 

n1~c::~iO: ~,~~a~~:;.,~ .. ~~hewG;:n~uwbi~:.~:~ ~~ ~:t~:~~ 
m.lc tournamcnl in 1991 and .!992 Coach Bob Burton's · c.:i.1, .tlso grabbed the <;JVAC 
crowns in the 1992 and 1993 ~sons.AU told, J'-.Ldcn CJl)' v.on ~I umcs and lost ;ust J2 
during Bmk)'.'s "'oUMQI hoop f;::lm:r. Wh'lc: the Wiic,kat,; were: winri: l'lg. Bosley wa." 
sco_ring I le hnishcd ~is prep CUys v.·Hh .996 poinL~ Cncfudmg a !iCTiior campaign in 
whu;.h be nctled 292 points , 7 8 assist,; and §C\'Cft r(boul\d" p;:rstart Those oft)· num­
bers cam~ him Lhc capt.:aini:~· 0 ( 1Ju; all ~ !Qm. He was al!itiQpt;.t.in of the a.11-0VAC 
squad 1ha1 )CM and '!'-:as honored by the Dapper Dans for out1o1and.ing :ichicvcmcnt. During his sopbomon:: .:u,d 
junior seasons. chc .S fl IL backcoun. dand~ earned all-OVAC and all-state hQROrS U Paden Cuy ld\anccd \0 
lhc sl..l.le tournament each winter 

Basic) also m:xic use of his superb a1hlc1icism to sLar on 1he fOOlball field ror Make R.mn<::ry. l hc four-~-ar 

:kt~ct~~2i1~~:t~ t2~~~~ a~Jt!1~~~:; ~i:i!~ht~:! ~ ~lu,f~ ~ ::~c::~:ii~:j 
'11;:0rcs ;t.(, ~ !ICnloc. Bo,Lc,· \4.il.!i named 10 the W~I Virgn1.i:l S90rll: Lilt1nu.1C AII-S~1c n'd.b3Jt Team. As a junior. 
he completed 69-of-t 12-tcKscs forWS ~11rd~ and cighl louchd~ns. He also ru~hcd for SS9 yanh: and sn. TDs 
80,r;;?e)· W:t.'li. atso a ,;,lcllar punt.er, a•,er..ag,ng 3~.1 )ards on :?9 b..10L'i. 

Bosley also made his prcscm.-c felt 1n Lrack and ·1dd. I le was .:m OVAC long ump t.:hamp1on and also was 
a slate runner-up in lhe JOO-meter hurdles. 

Br,-.IC)' t1w1\; li.t, \·ast basketball skill.'i 111 lhc ne11.1 levci. ca man, .a scholao.h1p In LSt: in lhe ruigcd SEC. !·le 

r~:~i:r '=~c.ag~~~: ~:~:~cJ'tf:~n~~::r ~~l~c~1~:t·~~~I~~-:~ s~:nch:~..ft~~!-~r 1~ti~-~ ~~~ 
~ol:m R1chardsun 's Arka~-.as Ra.rm bad.-. sinl-c they Joined 1tc SEC in )991. Buslc) was av,:1rdcd lht J..Sl,; •~ 
Om:c:tor Cup for :icadcnuc: c,;cellcncc and was l'Ca>gni:1.cd a, .:in SEC Schola.r AthlclC. 

Class 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Frank Baxter (OVAC 'Contributor') 
Frw &:de (Bndgoport High School. Closs or 1949). Whon you think ar 

Bndgcpon Ht&h School. this 1s surely one o(the names that c.omcs 10 mind After all, 
8:ixlcr was pan of the Bndgcport school S)'!Hcm for more 1han 60 yea.rs as I s1uden1., 
athlete.. tc.achcr co:ich :ind admimstr:ator 

As an athlc,c, he was an ail-OVAC honoree n football as a ecntcr-tncbackcr and in 
~ca.II where he aver.aged 2S poinis. per g.amc as a senior. After a stint 'n lhc armed 
services durins the Korean War, he tnrollcd at West l iberty S1.a1e Col 'egc where he 
pla)'c-d football and ran track and received a bachelor's degree, later rccciv ng his 
master's from the l:nivcnity of Dayton 

Arter teach "'i and coad,ing 111 Bamesvillc High School for one season, he returned 
LD his atma mater a.nd began an incredible 47•ycar run u Bridgeport·~ athletic direc1or - believed to be 1he 
longeSl 1.enurc in OVAC history retiring irt 2004 

From 1962 to 1980, he olso doubled os the BuUdogs' head boy,' baskctboll coach. guidmg the t'3m too 
s.ol1d 269.;2s record. His tc:ims ...,-on rour OVAC championsh;ps (1963, '66. '72 and '74)~ 14 sectional mies; 
two di.stncr crowns and Orte rq1oiul champ1omh1p. Bridgeport posted an unbe:atcrt regular season. 11'1 1966, 
ending with a Cinal 2)-1 record ,1nd the UPI Class A state poll champ1onsh,p, and fimshcd as the I 969 Oh10 
Class A runner♦1.1p with 1 25•2 record at a time when thc,e were only rwo classes in the stale. 

Baxter w:1s nzma::I che Ohio Class A •·Cooch of the Year- ln 1966and bec:3mc the fin.I recipient of the OVAC's 
a\I-,pons 'Qiaci, ort11c Ye,:'' aword ,n 1969. Ile wu al,o sc!CCl<d Ea.su:m Ohio and Eastern o;.mc, "Coach or 
the Yc:a.r • on sever.Li oc:cu1on!i In Q8&, Ba,ru:r "4S the r..u.1cm D1!itnd: - Athlcuc Dm:dor of the Yc:1r'' and he was 
tnducted 1nu, the Ohto Athlcr:ic Adm1nist,J.u,rs H.aft of Fame: .n 1994 He has .also bocn rccogmr.cd by the Ohio High 
School ll3slcetbaJ Coaches Assoaauon. the ;,;oism,tll MemonaJ Boskctball Hal or fame through the OHSM ,n 
1988 and w,th the Eot' I labcrfield Coaches Awaid at the OVAC lhskdball Clusic m 1987 &xtcr n:a:,vcd the C&rl 
llonull Award from the Upper Oh,o ¼llcy 0.Pl)CI' Dan Club ,n 2003 and whc,, the new Rn;lgcport High Schoo! 
was CCK'lltructcd, the floor at the John J. Havlicek Gymnasium was named t-'rank 8a,ncr" Court 

John Stephenson (Coaches) 
John Stq,l,msan (Wayncsbwg High S<haol, Clau af 1969) R"ll'rdcd as thc 'Father 

of C.do, Wrestling". Stephenson ... urned the ro!c or head mat coach in the •=nd yw 
orlllli.: Spt)l'C J.l die- scl todl 

I l1s fBt team had rust l2 Matters on the squad and finished 5-5-2. but by the next year 
the tcD.m had inaeascd to J4 members and the J)fogram was off and running 

What (ollowcd dur1nc the next t4 years until Stephenson 1tcpped down after the 1988 
:i;cas.on ~ th:&t Cadi:,; wtC:Stling bccatnc hlghty•rcspxt.cd throughout the: state of Ohio and 
was II p,;:ri:onitl Ohio Vall,;y Athlet1,;. Conf,;:rQ1.c;c powerhouse 

S1cplu:nson-coachod Cardinal ,quods won 12 OVAC Ciaos AA dual meet 111lcs. l2 
OVAC CW.s AA tournament lilies and the overall OVAC ma1 championship in 1981. His 
tQm5, al.o WQn cighl ,o;tional d\ampionship$, .JJ\d 'SC'<lcn d1s\rlc1 utJe:s with n1.1mc:rcu,1s lQp 
IO """' tournament fin1Shcs, highlighllld by tho 1987 1<am which apu,rod the Ohio Class 
A St.ate Wfcslhng Championship. Tha1 feat earned Stcohcnson ~ Ohio_ Class A "Coach or the Year" sclca.ion. 

t..;nd,:r "his tutelage CadL(. produc:cd ?9 state place finishcn. 1nc:ludmg two s\ale champions .Jnd c;o1,111tle$$ 
OVAC 10wnamcntchamp,ons. Stephenson's d\18I mcc:t record with I.he Cardmals wes an i1T1prcss1vc 142• 18•2 

For hi\ many contnbUlloru to \he spon of wrcsLlinK,. including SCf'\ing for many yea.rs on the OVAC Wresthng 
Commin.cc and as diroru>r of several sccti011al and d)stri~ ,oumamc:nlS. Stcphert,on ~ honored with the 
OVAC's prestigious ·•Mr Mat Award" in 1993. Hamsoo Cc:iual later rc>coGnlzcd the long-time c:c»(h WJtJI I.he 
naming of school's multipurpose b1..1itding u The John W, Stephenson Center. 

Stcphcnson ru.,::i~ h1s degree in lndt.l$tr'III Arts 11nd Physical Education from Famnont State College, where 
he Y.'IS a.n ~A{AA J-Amcrica.n ~tJCf After swpping down 15 wrestling c:oach.. Stephenson serv~ AS a.ss1stanl 
principal a.t cad1.L H1&h. School and then was promoted to pnnc1pal a1 H~T1son CcnU'a when the d1su1ct rcosp­
ni:tad m 1999 and he maintained Lha1 p051llon until 2001 I le has also S4.-rvcd a.s principal at llarnson I lopcda c 
F.lcmcntaty. Hamson Lakeland F.lcmcrna,:y and hu bo;n Bu1ldings and Grou.ndl Supervisor for the d1s1t1ct 

Otis Winston (Athlete. 19'JOs) 
Otis Winston (ron.miu I hgh Sc.:bool, Clas!,, of 1992) Winston; 1s ~)'nuaymous "1th Ohio 

V:i~rn~t1:. to"!r~~!;, 1!::1!o~m~~R~'I, !~\~:~;~l~1
~~::~:::e~u~r~~~~cs~ulu-

facctc:d skills bntJt. 1n Lt.id: a" v.--cll a.,; b.i.1;kc1b.:II 
Wbi.c bc:t.-oming the Ohio V:ilky'!'. usl ~•co-fool Ice-pct. he was cq1,1ally .as do:nin:nmg 

on lhc hard""ood. lctLCri"C: four )CJ.r'I. ' or lb.c Red KnighL1,, '°""h11c garnering finHc:im all­
Ohio honors i.S lll senior 

w ;:a~lOa ;... ,u, 1hc Ri:d Ko·_gbL". all•nmc lc.i.ding !loe4.lf'Cr \-ia bh, l.453 m.ul.ctll. As a 
senior, the. aablc c forwa.rd camCil hi<s tc11m IO ~n OVAC 3-A crown Lb..anb, in part. lo hi1; 
l 1.1 p.,in1$. 14 rebound-.. sh. sleill~ anJ lilll. a~l'l~~l:. per g.amc 

He was the model of conSlstcnc,,· a~ n:Jlcc:1cd in a ~;am<: ltr'C.1.k. of3U point" or rnoce H111 .. ioglc g.:i.mc Jue.ti \\-as 
46. Uc •·a,; bol.b tbe E.i-.:tcm Dtstn~ .ind Oi,uia S Pl.a)'et of The Year .and starmJ in l.bc Ohio .Sol'lb-$.>uth Came. 
M:Orin1 IK poin\.\ nt a "'inning c.au~c "" a jt1.n1or, he a\·cr..i.god ~S ~fll.lli a g.ilml: ilQd w;ll finl-tcam alJ.OVi\C He 

"'~:,
0~t~~ !l,~~~:t~r.=~~ ~~~ ~.iir~I~:~1= :l~~~~~::: ;~~~~~~1!'t~~: l~igh jump and 

1n 1he tong j1.1mp a!i a scnlor ~·1th a 22-10 ,;ITol'I He captured Lhc 1,;l.illc hi&h JUrtlp llllc- as J $0phomorc ~,lb -ii. 6- 10 
Jump .,ollo\\cd by his n:conl-sc1ti11c ,late l~p or ~11 the following June. . . 

His athletic ach1c\·cmco1, led bim lo Columbus when:- be !il.lltrcd iii both spuns for Tht Ohio St..LLC lJ01\·cn.lt), 
W1nlfi:lun camcd All-American hono~ ,t_OSt: in tr.u;k. wianing. the Big Ten h~Jb jumping 1111c f,,ur lim~"- l\\, ii.:,; 

outdoors :uid 1w1cc iadoon He fin.1~bcd thud 1n 1hc ~CA,\ i'IS a lrc-s.hm;i.a \\.i1h !u, 5qll Ohio Staac record of 7-4 S 
Winston compel.Cd u1 lhc 1996 Ol)mpic: ui.tls. 

He \\•,i1, no 1louck (onhc BuckC'tCs in b3,;icctban. c,1mlng .1 ,caning berth a.~ a junio1, spcci3.li1jng: .:i.~ 3 dcfensi\lc 
!Ill.Opper. Ele ~r,,cd the Bu ... :L.c)c boopsler.; as w-<apLain ~ a ~cnior and finilllbcd hi1i, can:crw1Lh a 17-poinl ouling. 
a'"'in1,1 bal.Cd-rivill ;\lllt;bigan. He .. a-. a lhn:c-~·car OSU ba(,kctball lctlerman. 

Winstvn. "'cnt on Wpla)" prof~11on;,J baskc1b.ill in Rus!lia. An onl.il.intd rnia1-:,;;tcr. be "'lit1 Ii,~ in Lhc Coh,mbu~ 
area. He:: owns his own produ(.1.ion c-,mp.1ny and is a bank compuler tccbnic:1.i.n. He al~ find~ tune 10 coach tr-Jiek 
at ~cw Alban)· High School. 

Rick Deluca (OVAC 'family') 

Rid Dd.r,ca (Warren Consolidated High School, CIU$ of 1970). Prob.ably Ille 
only question regarding Deluca is in what aspect of the OVAC hasn '1 he made a 
s1gn1ficant conmbu\lon Wbc1her n's the arduous task or complling the conf,;rcncc 
slandini;s. sen ing on variml:- c:01n[ni11cc!:i, dc\'clupin~ new ,·..:n~urcs. -.:011\.'hin~ and 
even reporting Lhc events Lhrough the media. DcL~ca has done 1t atl. 

Hc-'s the one who pu.ls togcUu:r l}u: weekly s.tand1ngs ll\ a maJority of spans in the 
OVAC. including football, volleyball, boys' and girl$' basketball and baseball. 

It was Dcl.uca who formulated the OVAC basketball playolT•. ocrvmg as the 
director of that event. and who also combim:d wnh OVAC Execuuvc Secretary 
Tom Rata,c,.ak to establish th• OVAC Mu:s<um - • hi$toncal look at the confer­
ence. b schools anJ ,uh. 1.·1c!I, lhroughoul the yea~ - wl1kh b hulb\.'d in \VciUan-.:u 
,\rcna n Wh..:d n~ 

Deluca also serves on the OVAC Volleyball Commmcc. the OVAC Baocball Comm·ucc. the OVAC 
!Juostc~ Com,r ittcc amJ lh~ 0\AC Scholar~ltip Comm~t11.-'\:. 

He also offer> - through hos DeLuca Realt)' bu•ine,. v,n1urc - a yearly OVAC Vollevball 
Sdto ar,,hip 

Deluca, who also roached the high school baseball teams al Bridgeport for thtcr: ytats and Butkeyt 
Local for one year, 1s a veteran or 1he Ohio Valle) media, working for more than 40 years as a pan•t me 
sportswmcr at The Times Leader He was a thrcc-umc finalist for Oh10 SportsY.Titcr of tht Year by 
lhc ,auonal Sportswriter and Sp0rtscastr:rs Asso~1at1on al\d received four awards from the Ohio Prep 
Spons"-tlters /\ssoe1auon He ~so wrote some an,c es for USA Today in its early years and has had 
sc.·,·cml non-:-porb arttck s pul:.l1shc-J m , ;mou,- n· ;1omll .mJ. n.i lton-111 publm1t1um. 

William 'Bill' Davies (Media) 
WiUUUII J. "Bill., Dnia (Bamcsv1llc lhgh School, Class of 1944) A "gentle giant'" 

who ware m1ny hats during his lifetime. it would be C£Sy to label Davies B!l "'.\.1r. 
Bamcsv1llc'' to many inside and 01Jtsidc lhc western Bclmonl Count)' community, bu1 it 
\l'a$ i• 1h.; n11;Ji:i when: h\! m:idi: p.~rhap.,i;; hi :, 1:1rc::at.:st imp.:icl. 

Atl(.-r i:nlisring in th'-' ~avy durin~ W11rlJ \\'Jr fl and ~ " in# "i1h ,h.._· ;-.;:1vy &:ab-..-i:,- ~n 
Okin•wa. kc 111cndcd Miami (Ohta) t:nivcn.ity and complclCd his cd~tion ll The Oh,o 
S1110 Llnivcnity "'11crc he graduated from the OSU School or Joum,fom in 19S0 

A uuc ·•old school" reponer who could recall many names and events at Ule drop of 
• hat. his lifelong career was spcnl n.ght m his bac.L.y.11d al The BamC"Svitlc F.nLC:rpnsc 
umil h/<. r1i.'fil\:m.._•n1 in 199-', x l'\ ini: ._.;,vcrJI y,r::ir:-. ::i~ .._•llitor-publi~h,..·r while :ilso .._.o,cr1111; 
Sh.smrock spuning t.:, .. -n1s rdi~iou:\-ly. 

~ot only did he report on Bamcnille alhletics for ·lbe Enterprise, but he also was a 
velwi.blc contnbutor to the sports depanm~lS ill The T1mC!l Leader in Martins Fcny and The DwJy Jdfenoman 
in (":;imbrid~t:. 

Among lh\! sports.-rel:i1.:d ;i.w;u~ l)J.,·iL-s n."l'.,...i, L....J w,.."T\: ;1 Dist,nguls~-.J S,..•n·u:~· Aw'Jl'I.I from thi: lfam..::-v1lk 
wrcslhni program m J991: lh~' lJ1srric1 121:fa.,;kctball ( oochcs A,.,,oc1auon Oisun~u,shL-J &-rnc~ Award m 9~6; 
lhe Ohio Baseball •1a11 <1fFa.me ~cdia,\ward 1n 1997.Md inducuon ,nio the Oh10 Prep Sponswntcn: l\ssoc1auon 
HallofF.amc1n 1991 

He also was induaod intothcBamcs\illeAn:a Educ.ma, FOl'1dlma, Hall ofFmnca, 19911. = named Ssmes\'llltCitn:n 
of I/le Ye,, on 1994 r=,ed • tomd,:r, ~ fiQm the Ohio Assoama, afCasmuuty Colles,,s; a,d graas !he IOI> o(lhc 
1 lcrila&CT""'lll Bel'""" Tcc/,n,c,,I Colloac 

D.iv cs ,1-a:-. ~ , . ~II) h:u .. 'fl'!l..n ,n li1ntl;\all ~Uld l;\a,.._kc1h:ill III h1!:!h ~hool. arlJ ,,·a!I .1 m,·mbcr ~,f the solr.l 
mc:dAJ-wiMmg buketbal tr:irn in the I 94S P1-C1fic Olymp1cJ He was a rcgislercd twkctball offic,al for 20 
ycan and served as Ohio S1ad1um bench. s:ccunr., and as an usher at 81.1.ckeye rootball games from I 9S8 until 
the year of hi, death In 2003 . 

Charles 'Chuck' Watt (CoachC?S) 
CJ,.,./,. "C/r«cl" ~n I S1eubenvill• High School, Class of 1945). II mainstay of 

Ril! Red .ith ... ·fr~). Co ....... \\':m mad..: hi) mark bo1h ;\~ head bash1ball and b:is...-b;i.11 
tt•;,C 

ln basketball. Wan assisu:d Ang Vaccaro before talcing over in 1967 and besinnins 
a 23-ycar slint 1s head c:oach. During thal time-, he eonrpilcd a 5lc:rlar '"°rd of lS0-
149. a ...,.;nning pcrccn1agc or7o 1. 

Bif. Rc:d won eight OV/\C champion,hips under Wan (1971 , 75, '78 '79, '80, 
'8 l, 86 and '90) and he was named the D,stric, 5 Ba.sketball Coach"' Association 
"Coa(h of 1hc Year" in each of those seasons white being niuncd OVAC •·coach of 
1hc Year'' in both 1971 and 1990 His 1cams won 12 sectional titles. induding seven 
slltlight from 1983 through 1990 and c:aptured four dislrici championships (1970, 
·11, ' BS and '90). 

He was inducted into ,he Ohio High School Boskctball Coaches Association Hall or Fame in 1994 :,nd 
into the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of fame. 

Wau also succeeded Vaccaro as Ille school's hc.,d baseball coach, mving in that role from 1965-75 ond 
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. Hi, Big Red teams won two OVAC championships (1968 and 1973); three 
9,1,.-etiunal titles ( 1968, '72 and '75) and one distnct crown ()972) 

He also coaehcd the Steubenville Americ..:i.n Leg.ion Post ll 1ea.m for many ycan After scrvlng a!I an 
assist.ant to Vaccaro from l9S7-82 before becoming the manager m 1983 and posting a 167-104 record, 
incluJmw state championships in 1984 and l989 

Wau's C03ching careCf actua y began .n his senior sea.son at Slcubcnv1lle Col cse when he took over 
at m1d-S(!ason and g1,11dcd a teim that started out 3-S to• 14-8 record lO cam rccogr111.1on u the ~10$t 
Improved Team n the Coun,ry as determined by the D1ck Dunkel ,anonal Raung System 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Officials) 

Jolin "~lt'ffllo" H(l.(os:J.(I (tirkKmky \'0i.·alion;d Sl·hool Cla:-:, o( 19~.h 
A dl-dic,1h:J: un,J°~olorful indindu:il who \ .. .a, c,1-;ily n,:,:ogm.1.:i.hlc.: by hi-. nid.;• 
n,1m~. H:&loui..a ..:p.:nt 40 )'CJI',;: ~" an otfo: at rt the Ohio \',l le) work.ms: tuih 
:-:1.·hool sames ·n foot~a1t ha,1..c1tiJ.U, -.olrh:>.U. hJ.,ct'l~II and trad 

ltc al!io o ffic1:i.1cd in (Ile Whee rnt; Oucdoot' JJ.1,l..cLh:.1.ll l...::i.guc w!1ich fc.-. 
lun,.·d ~uch pl,l)-Cr. .1 .. Qhjo St:1L1,· Unh·c~il) ,reah John H,wticd. :mJ J~rT) 

Lula, ;.iod '"°csl \'i~111l~1 Unlvcts11y lcgcnd,; Jerry Weit and Rod Huodlcy. Ht 
J. i:o ,,·orkcd ,n:rnv ,·catS u\ 1hc St. V ni:cn1's Toum:uncnt and the S1-.1.;r~vi Ii: 
Jndcp:ndcnt Touma.mcnc - hoch w dcl~ -reco,gnitcd fot' alll".l('llng rnp collq;iatc 
pl.:1) . r,.. from :hroughour 1hc rri-.;r.:,1c .irc:t. 

Uc wori.cd u hO!ol of W<.·sl ,·irsini.t Sc~ondal"} School .-\c1J\'itic~ Commi-.si1,111 (SSA.C) 1ourn;1mcn1 
s.:amc, ;u the !-CCI on:al. rcston:L jnd ..:ate lcn:h ..i.nd .tho 0011..•;alci.J 111 lh..: \\-e:-.1 \ '111=lnla C:ttho ?c S1;1.tc 

Toumam1!m 
Am ·•ns th<.• honor..: ffalo-.d.a J\'.'cCl,·cd wen. an SSAC S..::rn .. •c Award ar thf.' ,1;.11.; h;,1~kclh;1II 1oom.1-

mcn1 fo 1975 :Ln SSAC ~kri1orlou-.Aw.1rd for )0 }·<:al'"- of offi,c:1a1ms tOOrh"II and hasL..;1hall in J 984: ;t 
M1;ntonous A""·:1rd torou1,f,10,·lin.i; ,cr\·1,·c lo h'i;h -.choot ,uhl1.·tic!- frum r.hc Ohio Hi~h School Athlcru.­
A,soc :ation 1OHSAA~ m .. 9$5. rccogmt1on from th-: Ohio \allc~ Bo.i.rd ,;,( Foo1ball Ofti-:1:..I, for h1!­
m.in) ~c.aTT- of ....,;n·icc n 11./~6: honorary lif-mmc mcm~r,;h p~ to ih.c Ohio Valle, lioJrd o( l--001halt 
Offc al, n l~>~fl. and 1he Ohio \JII-:\ Ro.ml or' lb..:l.c1hall Orfo:1,11-. to 19'>0. 

He wa, also honored hy 1h(.• Upper' Ohio \alley Dapper Dan Cluh foro111~1anding ou:hi-c:w:1ncn1,; ,ind 
conrrit>uuon!- to high ,dool ,;pon"' m chc arc.~ ,n 1989 .and .-cco~ni.tcd a~ ;m honoral"J offic1:al al lh\! 
.11,1 :mnual Rudr Mumlc) OV,\C Charity \lt-S1:.1r Foorha ! Cla.;,1~ 1n 1002 

Henry Josefczyk (Athle1c 1950s) 
Hrnry "Hank" Jnufc~·k (Yorl:,·ill,e Uig:h Schrx.tl. (fa_.._,_ ,.f 1950J Ar1cr fi\'C' <ltcadc-:-. 

ht h,)ld,, lht Ohfo \.Jllty re.:on:1 for N.,keco.lll i-e,mng. a,'(r:i~ lilr a !<mor TI,c- 6-(<'IOC·f, 
cr:mcr ~('~J ( ,C'foJi ~'l("lln<-'- in 21> ,S.Jf~:-. for a ..:1.2 ~r s:imc- ,,urrn F-le avc-ra~cd 17.5 per 
,same- wid1 n:,( potnu, a., a JUlllflf and hb foor-y~a, ioul t,f ~J.'(ll point, r.mL:s m the Top 
15 in 01110 \'alle-y hb.cun· 

An I I-letter wumer ..:. four each m ha...:kelh:J.lt ant.I ho.~halt anJ three m fr11.,iball - he 
lat 1he Ou1.1illi1c-,- h.> a 11--1 le.Jm r«ord a., a -<nior ~f won ,~ Jcffc-r?>on County Citic 
ftir the ~"(~nd ..ir.1.i.a;.h< y~.ar pill, the- Ohio Cla,~ R ~tic.ln ant.I tli.--<rict cmwn, 1nduding ..i 
""'in o,·t."r an unhe:ih:n Slr.a.,hu~ t.cam hefo~ ro~ing 10 Chairin f-all.,;, 62,(,0, m th(' f'(gfon:.1! 
toumamen<. A?- .i ~niuf. he.- hrukc I.he York\.·ill'-' ,in.::lc saffl( ~orin~ r«ur<l i<I liy 0\ AC 
ch:1ncr Etlll of Fa~r Ken Al.::-.,i hf ncllin~ 76 poinri,; .i~.:ilrt.'\t Sh.idy,idc:: ... lc.im }I(' ,1L"'-• ..coretl 60 on in anot~r 
c:;.imc-. U.1.· lutl 62 .i,:.:ilrN U.n!-I)· .:1r1d fou, SO-pt,in1 same),. (11 .a\·c-r-Jii: -I~. I p.1int, for rc-rul.ir i<~L-.<m. The 76-pmm 
~amc- 1, the third-htf;he,1 in O\' hi"L1,,1ry and came in Uli: final rt:gul;.ir !1.1;".;L"IJR l!,.Umc:. a 99.7s win. 
• fo.-.c::fL".f\•L. wa, ·""-·k.-cted hr-I t..:am AII-Ohi,,, Alt•OVAC .::an<l AU~f:.a-'-l('m Ot111> ,l, well ;L, C"hud Ta~!or Alt­
Americ.i ~co,ni1ion tiy pl.ryin, in I.he annual ~unh•Sou1h All•Amc:ri~;a Game in !l.1urra~. Ky lie al .... ) pl:iyt<"J in 
1hc-Oh10.'\\'. \~1. ,·:-. l\~nluck) All-Siar s:a~:-. ,n Hunun~on. \V.Va. and A,hl;ani.J. ~Y- . 

He tt"f'l,lr\cdly hld \U'Olt' 200 e,1llc~i: M.'holj_r:-hir, 11fTen and the ..c:ml,r cl.a.,!o pn:,WC-nt and s,aluLatnnan ~l.:L"l~d 
11\c l:nrwn.11, of D,Mun lk ""·a. .. a thf'C'(-\-'.:ar ,·:1rsiw l.:uc-rm:in with inc: R\'e"aflcrpli>\'in~ nn the (rc-i.hman 1~m. 
In h1" !o11phuf11on: !>C.:i.-.on, hi: wa." :1 n!''-c;n.'; on 1h<" 25:..t rc:~\ml ~ITrunn(r-Ur ream wh1dl ro-.c m 11\·ertHl'k! co Xavu~r 
.aflc-r he..11int.: fonJh;m1 and Sl. John'i.. A1 Oa,·1on. he t\.X'C"ivcd 1h( fin.1 fohn I. :\·toM.:t'-c:-th Scholar AthlC'I~ A~Jn.J 
in l(J5S. Hi ir.11:Jut1~l in l'>t,l in t1«1rk,1I En,t;in«rin.: ancJ ~ivcd a rna.,1c::r', Jc,~ (rum C~~ ln:-.1i1urc i.,f 

Te~hn,)l.11!)' Ht" rcrumcd co UO a.1, an in.,!r'Uclor fc,r twt, ,·cotl". tc~hin; Ole -.chnul', fiN gr.M.lua~e_d1,it:.1I '-"ompuh;'r 
l'<lllr..c,.At ~ time. D.r)ton wa., one of 1.lnly fo1Jr ... ·oll~c~ h) offor,·omputcru~"""'°- He then JOmcd thi: liu ... mci..~ 
\.li"Ork.l. workins for I~ y(.irs for Tn1d Cm'J). 

Larry Duck (Athlcle 1960s1 

lAtfT)' /Jud, t:'\-(anin, J;:ny Hi,;h School. C-1.:ii.-.. of 1%2). \\'innin~ ,ioo l..my Dud. ~t> 
hand in-tund 

1k rn:p gri<lirun li!h'Cnd v.·as one or the k\!)' pii:c.·c-:... in the Purpk R1<ltr1.' ;uno11jn.; :;.u(.'• 

1,"C"' ,n \hi: l:.ilc 19~?- and (.•.1rl) 19t-Os. Th: runi?-hin~ ::,nd powerful Dud wa, a tlm.~•.y1,.w 
grit! !-L~r fOC' f"1.•~. 

""h.11 i., mo:-.c n:m,1rk.o1ble abou1 h.i!o • lu.,uit'll.l:o- srid <.'an>er w.:i., the f,11.:t 1h;.it he: nc\·cr 1o~1 
a galt'A! .i~ the: Purpll! Ric.Jc"" wt:nt 30-0. A!<i :i s.ophomort". Dud.;. .<Jath."'1.at rni~lc b'lJ;ud for 
the F1..-rri:mi., l'oa.·hetl hy Ha)·Jcn Budtky, A-, a JUflKJf, he~~ al both hm.:ll.ii;.kcr .LAtl 
fulltiack :L, %\)1.)h: c.:o.K'h BOO WiiJn ,1;:ujJcd ano«hcr JO..O camp;.u~. Dv1,.·k\ 1,.1,.\nlnbullun!o 
Jicl nor£(' unnoricci.J a., he wa., fiN-ti:..1m ;.1II-OVAC .inti 1,.'0-car,c:.nn of 1hi:- :dl-\';.dlcy tc,am. 
Oud,::\ -.cnior ,·c,\r wa., C\'cn mo~ .1m:i.r.ir1.~ a., \\ion·:-. th.aJi.cs rolleJ 10 }''-1 anot.hcr W-tt 
i.ca.wn Dud hauktl ln a rn,natl i;,f po-1-si.-oL-,un holl(,r. H~ ....-~ .. n.imcd <.-.:iptain of lhc all-OVA~ anti aJl-\'aJky 
1c;,m, .ind C'i,ll'Tl1.·d fw.1-1c:.im ;JJ-Oh10 plaudib a., ;.i fultti..i..:I.. He ""L' named 10 1tt..: Scn10r s,:hot.bu...- ,\tt•Amcm·,m 
Tc.am while :.1,ho .:.:umn.; a !-.t)UI 1n I.he Otuo ;\'unt,.Soulh All-~1~ Garr.: ill C.m1on ~ton:<.wcr. he wa, n,11n.'\I UPt 
.. B;-..:k of the y,...:,r" .1(1cr ,wcr.Jging b.t, >ant.~ a'-"rul')', !IC!Jrin&- 11 rouch(J(.1wfll'I .in<l .:aining. 91 t y.1.1\h. . 

TA!' bft .. 210-p..,und Dud:. wa., no 01-.!-~ 1.1100Jc,.a, he wa,,.a :,.t,:1111.-rin b.1"kcttxill \\falc~lbo c11<.-clhni;. 1n1ra;.-k. 
~ punctl 1hi.· :-hot miJte Lh~ ~ fec-1 :inJ I\Vitbf 1hc-Ll1."'u' b:ncr 1h.1r1 150 foci, hoc.h pnxJ1~ous iJ1:.tann:s in l.h~t er.;. 

Dud .ic,-cp1C\l a~·hol~1p "' W\'(; ;:1~1 ,~~ndy l~-d '!1c M~u!11.,in~er,,.·fre~hnunt,...am inru,htng ~L,:-.1.1~ 
in :\l....iri;ancown "'.l." ,hon-hvcJ .i~ he lr.in!olcm:U m :\-kmpht., SI~<: L nl\.'C'r..t1~· lllc mo-.·c worked OUI C'XCC'pUol\illl)· 
wdl ,1., Oud ,t.u1cd thl\..'C }'-'◄'~ .it mddk i;uatJ Hii. 1...-amm.1tc, \.OC1,.-d him MVP fu(fuwing hi, ."l."flior year Duel. 
"'a.' ;also chosen lO pb~· m the pn:sllpuu)i. Blw.:-Gr.Jy AU-Sl:u Oamt: in Al:ihama. 

Ou,:k \ pruiitic pla) 11.-d lum to ~m~ Jr-j/(00 by Uk! C:.an:..di:in R.xw.hall Lc~uc H~ op:~ to n.-ma111 ;\t :\-lcr11ph1?- <L" .i 
~..Juaic ;bM!,(alll He n:1umoJ ho1nc ~d <K.x.-c;x...-J a t~.;ll..'hin~ 1)()-i~on .ic M~~., ~'ff)' H,a;fl in l'Ji0. H~ i.~nt lh::_ n..•xt 
.VI \"t"an.:.11 hJ,; alrR:J maic1".k'a<:h11l.~.<.v:a:l\1ngan<lal!>0 -.cl"\·uira ..cm« a,athlc11C'Llun10r" He ~'Uklc..J lh:: ~-nyhoys b.L"" 
l.:cth.:JU tt.·:vn IO•I 20-5 l't.'\.'l'CIJ :lntl a i.J1""1lcl dtunp11.1n,h1pin 1qs2, He: la!ttcl.Xk'.'hr:d the prh" learn lo much MliCocs.,. 

Less Browne (Athlete 1~10s1 
Un Bro-..·nr (l:.a.,c Ll\"Crpoi.>I High. School. Clas~ o( 1979) t-'rum GJlumb1ana County. 

10 Co{orado. tt1 C'.mai.1.a, llfO'A.nc: \\.a, an aU-!-lar ft-.>lhall playff :I.I c-.· ... -ry '-lop-. 
Brov,.·rc u·;J~ .1 thn-c-,pon ,tamJouc .11 l:a?-1 l1l·1,.'Tj)OOI. \l.·1rl'I (tlC.~100.ll ~m, hi-. tone 
Hi., t:.rid h.:mic;1, JR" hilthlip.hrc.-d 1-)y ("ight kidoff or punl mum~ for loochdm,\.11~ undt::T 

4hc J.:u~·r"'"' Mak~. In hi, "-"llior year ac E:.t,r Li~qk:iol. lin.,w01.: n1,lx•d for 9Q~ yarJ, and 
-.coo.-d ;o pomh ln camin~ '\l.."\."Ond•tc-3CI\ all-Oh10 honors 

Uru"r~ ~.1~ ~,~, ;i 1,1.UKi.•UI ha~kc-:chall playc--r and 'l~ntcr for the Ponc:r-. v. li1I<." al1,,1) 
<l\\nin~ tJlC' di,1.incttOn 11f l'ICing hlf> !'.l:'nklt ~J3o;s pn.,"\iU:n1. He \l,·3s dx~n t::a.,1 LiH:tpuol 
Re, it1a: --1>1.1vC'r of 1he ,·c.u-" in I ~78. 

Thr ,.\.,.....,t.ilc gri,Mcr ..,.a,, l\."<.'l'U1h.,I to CokJriklo Stale;\" il runnin~ bad,;. Hcqnickiy and 
-.C;J,1nk•s1ol)· n\ilde ID.' tran,;;1cion lo dcfon,1\'C bad. ~tarting in thi.~ R.lm~• ~'C'Onda.ry for tJU\.'C' 
,,1:.11". Th!' 5 fl. 11.170-p•~nkkr k'll C,1lofadO SIJle in int..:l\.'t."fKK"1( m J?i,.:11. 
• t-ullov,,U1g tu" ,.1cU.:u-colle~1ai...- can.,:r, Bm"11('t,1:;.nr:d ~a fn.~ a~t:nt \\oJUlthi: ~anulton 'fig~r:Cals m 191-!J..and 
he ~a-.1td n,1 ti.n~ mJJ.Jni t11~ l~lk."I: trlt north of !hi: h<IC'dt:r He e:u-ne-d a!Hi.:,s1cm ark! Cf L ).(J.v:.v 3W.lfd., 

.J\ a dcft:n."\.i\.e b..1d:. in 19RS anJ 19!;6 Rn.•'-'"-" m1,w1,."1.I on to\W for Lill.; \ltlfl.Olpt:g Rli.u.- Bumhc:l"i frrnn 1989-Ql, 
Ounng the- l.1<1t'r l\.\'t.l ye.:ir.. hC' ~W)h!.h«l Cl-1 .. r'l'\:ord"i for mfKI 1111c~1'lion n:1um )'Jld~ in 3 ;1>Ca.,on \lritJt .27:\ 
and !~7 re,P'--·,:1iwly Alier one: year with Ilk! Ouaw.1 _Roush R1ckr,,:., one- 1~ _..,.h,i:h hi! ~am l1.-d 1M lea.i;.1~ in 

1mcm:J)(ion rclum )ilJ'tfagc". limwnt." ck1~ l)l.11 h1"i Ct-L (ill\."t'r with the Bnu,h Columh1a L1on'i m 199-1 ~ 
Lkm"i ~aprun:d llr ccwc-ttd Gn:y Cup d\ill '<.t~in l:Jni"'-111: '<'l Ji:agllt" n:-curd~ for m,r;,,;,.c <:::~rc:t-c- i11tc-rei:pt1rnl'i t~7) 
jlM.l !TNJ",.l rc,;ular-....-a~1 tnl\.'1\.'\.'J)Clon T\."tum yanl.1g:c (1,508). Aftf.'T lu?- pla) mg J..1y1,, Browne \\o'l,.'nt on 10 S<.'1'\'-' 

;'I\ an .-~~l\(:U,I ((\11:'h in lhc crt 
H:i.ll\\lf f-:lm~,:.3l"("nt1lhini nt.:" ln lho"~ He \l1.,lndUc"lt:ll intt1 ll~ ,~.,, E.i,1.'fl'nnl H.::all .. ,f J-an~ m 11)'),'anil 

he v.as liter tnduc11!d mto lhL' Can:-..Ji.:lll h.>otb.111 H!l.11 of t-:imc 

Fred Bruney (Athlete 1940s> 
f'ml Bnm~,· (~fanin!- Fem· Hiih School. Cl,a?,,..-. of 19-:9-}, An hunon:J foocb.111 play.;-r 

al rhnx level:. high M.'hool: collc.·i;.:- m'ld pro. hi.· ctch..-tl hi~ mlm(' in Purple Rklicr lore 
.1s .a senior when he loo thi;: I'J4K :c.1.m io a ',l-0-l rec-Ciro. Nrrv "'.a., ranked :-,;o. J in lhC' 
Ohio one-cl.::a.,~ poll behind °'\o. I :\-la,1,!,11Jon (K-1) .100 ~<,. 2 C.inlOn ~1cKinlcy llJ•I ). The 
JOO( uc wa_, J :-.evrcll!~, :-1rui;t:lc w1lh unbeaicn Tri3Clc:lril\ia t'il-C.J-1) ptaytd bcfOtt IU.961 
JC f;:-m· S1.1dium 

AftCC" the nui.J-:.ca...on In:: with the Tn:icJ.,. Brune,· kd fem co win., o,·<r Bellaire .. lJ.CI: 
f.a.-q L1\'ell)OOI. I ~-7: S~u~n\'1Ue. 2{),0: Linsly. :i5-0: and \-tansficld. 6-<I. Bruney lifttd 
1hc Rider.. pa...c l:.a.,, LJ-.·erpool wi1h a ~ond half com:OOck: J«I Ferry pa.,t .Steuhcm·illc, 
followini; a :-oo~fe.,s tir.-.i half. with .3 TD nin and TD pa.,;,.,; and -.col't'd dw j:i1me·.1o. only 
TD in 3 6,0 win o,·cr :o.taic-c:mkc:d :\-ianstidd. Ferry ti.Id -.c, .. cn !-hUIOUL~ and aHov•OO only 
l'I point, 

')11<" four•y(.11!oocball plarcr. who .:ilS!J play«! OO.-.k('[00.11 and~ 1rack.c-artk.'<IAII-Ohiohonon. from lnt'°mailun;,I 
:--.ew~ .ser-.·1ct .1., V.l!ll a,; .\tl,O\,'\C Md \ll,Ea.,1c-m Ohio rcco~nitkln. The triple-threat pfayer 1(.-d lh..: Riders m I\INI· 
ing at1d scocin~ Y.'1tJt 97 point~ r,ILL~ six TD pa.'i.'<S and aJ!iel It'd the cc.::am in p.'l.-..., inlCR:,!plions m\CI kick recurnll. 

He- wcm on to Ohm Sbt(' L:11i,·e~ity where lh(' IW{l•\~:ay b3ck had Ii pa.,;,., interci:-p<ioo)> "4."\.--0nd on d1( 
Buck<ye cOO.n.,. ndudinJ; thl\."'C 10 l)nc s.ime. Uc- W.l~ ii fir~I c~•.:im All-Bi~ Ten Conference cho1tt and pla)·a.l in the 
Ea...c-Yw-e:.1 Sh.nnc: Gairc 

Bnmcy v.a.,; tho: 35th m-c-r-.i.11 drJ.tt pick. Jn the 1hin.J round. by t~ CJ~,'-•l~nd Bf\lY.n!, jn ['l~J and ptayc-d ,i1-
yeanr. n the .\'fl ¥.1th d~ s~n fr.111c1,-to 4tJcr... P111 . .J\urpl Sh.."t'lc~ .11ld L(» ,\ng_cle ... Rams. frrnn 196(1.62. he­
played 111 ch~ u~mn \H .. with ,he- Bo!-lon l>.iuiOl, and (\.l,·icx~ l!anh .. -J AF-1. t\ll•Star Maru:o.. Hie endtd wt1h 15 pro 
p.,.,~ lnt('ro:-puon.,;., 

He then :-.trwd 35 yc:ar.,, a.Ii .&n ~FLa..'i.,L\IJnt coach \\oith th( Philad4.:lpbiJ ~ik?-,.Atl:inta h:ilcom .. 'famp.1 l:b.~· 
Bue\'.:llll..'\.~r,,,., ~l!W Yorl.: Gianc:o. ;and Jndi:m:ipolisCol1:-.., WPCn h( ~1ircd m 191Ji. he l1ad the longes1 tl!nure a,.1 pb.~'C'r 
and cooch m pm loob.111 

Bruney wa.~ 1hC' L.pp.:r Ohio Vall!!y D.:ipf>'!r ().in Co-.\.b.n or' the '11.'at in Jl)l(L :dong: \4.ith O\',\( H:sll of f.imer 
'li.>nl Kc:i.nc 1:1nc.l W1:1!o i11doc11,."U mlo tl1e City of ~t.:min?- Feny HaJI of Fame in 1((1':1. 

Don Sutherin (Alhlclc 1950s) 
Don Sutl1rrin !Toronto ll)gh Schotll. Cla.~!o of l<)S-1) A thrtc-~pc)n, l2-leucr w1nnc"r r",>r 

the RcJ Knii;:_h1:-. )1e earned AII-Oh10. ,\ll-0\.AC. All-Valf..:y and AII-E-:.i.,1cm Uh.in fomh:i.ll 
bonoo. a...: J ~nior wb.:n he M.'Orcd 19 ofTorunto \ 14 TDs .inti accountcJ for 74 ol 1hc Rc<l 
Km~hb • IJ!- lirsl duwni. In a 5-1 r«onl ~.a.-.on, 

The 185-pountl twtH,'.:L)· hac-k-l:.1d, rc1umcr-punh:·r-kkkc-r ~ored l~':I ()t)ints an<l 
:Kcounce<l ror 1JS5 yard, for .in avc--rJ~e of 2~(1 yard.,;. a i::imc !k ru.,hed for 1Jt22 
y:mb anti pa..,.~d for S'.U y:inl~ On lL:fo·n~ he- n:1um1,."(.I t\\o nf four p;~, lJllCf'\."C"()lllln, 
for -.core: . ..: 

He .;11"'-' ltd tht Red Knight, hl :1 16•2 n:-g:ular -.ca,on h:bkccllall r('COrd. the ,ernnd hcst 
mark ir. '1.:h,X)( hi..:,orv at lhill llmc-. 

He .:amc-tl a k11..._h;;II !oChofar,hip to Oh1t1 Stale t:mvcr,icy anti leUen!d alt lhn=< ,·ar..ity 
~a.,on?- a., a lwn-w;,y ha,L'k.l,:jd,; rrrurncr-k1cl:i;r-por11c:r un l\\o 81, Ten (\lnf.:-n:nf.'.< 1i1lc 
LeJm,. A~ ::i !l<'mor, \ma 9-1 n:cord ti:am hi: k1<:k..::~t lhi: w1nn1ni ,.i.yar<l-fiel<l 'o1.·h1ch <lcc1<lc.-d a 10-7 R~ 81.,wl 
vktot)' ll\\~f 01\!g<.,n . 

OrJflc-,t m lht' eighth munJ h>· elk S'c\.\ Yorl.: G,anL,. he ~1.ar1t'd a 13-yc-ar rro L'Jll."Cr a., u dd("niowc hock ­
rla.:c-kidtr Ht" played 1wu !o-C.L•,on:-. in lhc: ~r-L with the: Giant:-. an<l Pi1t:o.huri:;h S1edc-r., ant.J pla~·ed J I _yc:1f"o m 
lhe Canmfom FouChJll l.eag;uc wi1h Hamilton, Onawa ::inJ Tonmio. 

A pc:ttnm;t! CR. AIJ-Sr.u. hi: playtJ in i.-1gh1 Grt)· Cup 1id..: i:,arnc, in Ul )cai:,. and wa., on four 1,.·hamr1on,h1p 
tcJm?-. \Vhcn tw- r,;utc:\I. he \\oa., the all-11mc: ,corin~ kackr 111 the CA ~nd hdd IS C'fl fel.'ord, He :ir,o :-crveJ 
.i., a CFI. '-Ct'llll :1n,f :.1~,,,1:.1:U 1.·1i.11.:-h rmm l()l-<1•91 

tn 1992. hi:- wa., in<l11ctt:d into lhc: CFl. !fall of Eamc Ill." al"o " mduclctl >nlu lhc Torunlo Hlt;.h S..:hool :inJ 
Vpflt.!' rnno Valle) D--.1rrcr O.tn Halh 11( Fame He re:-i(le, in lf;m,·111~. Oha.• ""hc•r he- 1:iiui hi .1' J · l • ff~ 
S\'.'hool an<l -.cncd a-, foochalf <.-oai;h hefof'(' rctirin,; 1n J997 

Joe Niekro (Athlete 1960s) 
J,n ,Vidro 1Brii.Ji:<r4m ltil!h ,'kh<.'IQI. Cla." of 196~1 The youn~i:r h.ilf of lh~ mo.,1 

,1K1,.·t".-.. .. ful f'lro1he~ pi1chm~ rnndC'm in ~faJor l&.i.;ue Ba..,ef'I.Jll hi~lot) Joe t.•,lf\.-\.-d h1, rm 
[Udle ;Lft<r ,I " 1n~ui:J1ini him:o<lf un 1he mound .ii 1hc pn=r, anti coU('g1acc lc\·cl, 

:-,:'i,i:kr11 poc.:ki&:1.:tl 221 Major l.cat::ue "'i"" a., ht" and older hmthcr Ph1T (C:Jtrk!d fnr S 1() 

\'il;ton,;-.-.. ,till Ch( pm(c1,.,inn;1I hiih wJter ni<1rk. . . 
Hi, .:11hle1ic: f,_·~1b 1001.: n11.>1 :11 firitt~,_,-.,., Hii.h, __,fl' k y,·:.i., more lhJn JlL-.f a r11ch1ri~ 

,1:.1.mk,u1, .\'~kn>. in i>Jdi1io11 t,, hi, ha-<0011 :.1<.·l.'o iKIC':-., wa, an all-0\'AC OO.,ke1"'1ll pla)'l!r nt 
the: Kirkwoud-ha.'-01:"";houl. Sickrowa...:a major pl.1)er ln lhc Bulldog..,c:LpLurin!= c.h.ri:cstr-o1ight 
Cl;t...., AA h:J..\C'hull "'-"L1i-unal .anJ dii.tri<.1 c(dcs. lhC' loin:ci.t da..:~ i:n Oh10 al th.at lime 

He do~ out h1~ prcp l'.Jrur in slell;1r fa....:h1on. lO?-,ins: .t no-hiller again?-1 :\.lan,n-. Ferry 
m 1hc ~c1k1n.i.l ~mifin;1b. He- w;1,..; hono;.)n,,f a., .an atl-f:.L:-.tcm Ohio ha!oeli.1II :-l!l1:.:1jon 
8:1.-.cho1II haJ no 0\ . .\C All-St.Jr te.im al 1h;;1 1imt 

follo\l.·1ng 111:-. Mrt.·c.:,~(ul Rndt;i!Jlort tc-m.1tc. 1he Bl:.iini: R."?-idc:nt m;uric11la1.:i.J 10 Wc:~t l.lhcrcy St;.ile Colksc 
"'hc-n! pt .. ,·e,I hoth ha.-.eh:ill and h;.i,k~lh:JIJ ror lhc Hilltopp..:n. l'\itkro hdpi:d pitch lh.,- Guld & Bl.id. of li:J;~nLI 
:SJ)' Co.adl G..:or1;c K,wahck h• th(' 191'H SAIA m,tional 1111< 

Hi, ,·nllcl!,i.11.: k<~-' hd()('J propel :--lickro (o a ~~-y(ar :\foJor l~J~ue (."al'tcr. He pitchC'cJ for ~, • ._.n 1c-.,!"~ dur-
111,; hi!> (.\lft:er. \l,•ith l I .!.1:a.-.ons .I:!. .a m.:mbcr of the Hou~on A~IIO:o;; He won 21 ~ame:o. r,,r the .\i.ltt.1s 1t1 1q7q 
and follow<.'ll lhal \4.'llh W more \•i(.·lonc~ in (9>l0 

Dunns. 1h.,: l1tN <,·amp,:ugn, h,· m:x.l~ chi; '.'\au(m::il L<.:1g:uc AII-S1.ir 1cam. kadi11g th< ,;;cnior cm;uu in win_, :u,d 
?-hu11.>uL, L~). Hi: "'t.in 1hc Sponing Sl!u.·s Pildu:r o! 1h~ Ye.tr A .... ant a11J w:ss n.mncr,up co Bruce Suucr HI chc C\' 
Youn, "01,ng Xid.ro pil<.:hcJ in on~ World Series. lh,ac curnini m t987 with 1hc ~linnc:,.0l.i T"·m:-. foe hi1 one: 
mapr league home r11n.1ha1 <.·ommg: off bruchef J'hil 1n 197h. 

'\'1cl.ro died Ckt. 2f>, 2006 af1C'r ;,,uffrring a hr,1in .incu:y~m. bul hi . ..: lcgilq lh·c.'- on throu~h.Thc Joe :-,;ick~1 
Foun<l.luon <.·re-aced b)· hi:-. onl) daugh.1cr. ~,uahc. The founJ:,ciiJn·~ proc<:cd..: are don,ucd 10 ,·~nou)> ho~pnul~ m 
an cffon ro exp.1nt.l ~n-=u~.,m 1n:J1mcn1 .Jnd rc.'-1.!'~rth. 

Mike Wright (Athlete I970sJ 
,'JIU{~ tt'n~/rt (Wclls,·1Uc l·liJ::h School. Cl.a.,,. of l'J7(Jt R("i;anlcd a., one of I.ht: n,0,1 \'l.'r• 

:o..acilc ntJ,lck.'.-.; iu ~1 u:idiuon•rit,:h -<:h111.~I. WriYn c1clk-d hl!> name in the Ti~1,.•f.',' r"ooih.111 and 
b.l.,l..:thJII reconl ln.lh 

W1i1;ht M.llTCd a1 qu.mcrt,~k forth~ ye~ and abo wa.., a fouM·.:ar i.tantr JI poim su.m:J 
forCo;-ch Bllbby 03""-"'-lR')> hoop jUJ:!!.<nl.101 

·[he 6 ti: .\, 18.5-Jkxmd i.Juai-thtt.,u "u.mccN,:k ~~i<.kd th-: up--rh·~r 'liirn. co lhcir hcsi lh~­
w,11 run in ,.dwol ~rid hi:,.(Of\. (.-oo,p1Un,t; :i !o{lal'klmg ~4-61,.•anJ. l11g.hJiG}l11.xi bf a :,.1,.•hc,-.ol•D.~ 
Q.1 lnl~..-r Ill hi:- junior yt:.tr. \\"C'tbvilk Wt!Ml S-~ in Wri~lu·., ~nM' .!-c-ar. \1/)~h ht.,th t,lemi"~!o 
hy a ~in~lc- 1l01n1. Wri~1 wa., a (Wo-1ime ~1-0\'AC li~-ie.:Jm OOnorec- wh,k. al\t.} ~nnl! 
all-Di.'iO'ic1 honorr.. Fie v.·:i.., nac-vf th: v::illey 1- 11111 .. t pn.1hf11. snJt.lc-n-. arxumulacms l .11 S y:inL, 
in tOlal offon~ :i.nd 15 lTh. 

Wrlttht 14•:1:- c-ven more imrn....,..,i"e on lhc: l1.1nJwoud. . . . 
A~ ;1 m:l"C fn.,"h. he pl.:1yed an intc,:.'fttl "'le: 1n 1hc Tig~~ w1nnm~ IS c.1f ~J _f;ilme-._.~oi,d rurCla ... , _AA '°-imn.il :,ntf 

tl1.-.tnct chamr1on~hirs. A, a !ol..,,lu,rtll.m: W~ght. Ct~mhmm~ \T.i.ft1~:o.." wnh .1thlr;11c1?-~, ~rl,;lfd ma 21-( ~•,on. 
wlud1 -.aw the TI!:!~" g.::am the :--:u. I rankmp: m th.t L•PI poll. \\.e:lb:v1lle follo\1/ed that wnh .1n _()\ACClo. .... ,AAch.lrn­
pion~l11p m Wnj?h!"?- junmf nmp,ugn 'lllt: Tig:c~ "':'fflC I 9·2 ~ ::ii:~m cl.11mcd Ilk: 1op ~~ m chc UPI poll 

n,:ic ~I tOt: t.ahk ll)f ~I ""'nl(lr ba.,kctball i..c:1..'-.UI hki.: no och<:r '" \\dl."-\'JIJC bQy_, h~)IJP hlMUr), 
Wn~f\t kJ "'C'lh,·ilk Ill IL'\ fiN-c,·cr ... laf~ h.llJm.tmcnl hcrtl'I _Tne i-rotl...-.,, Tib'C~ rc:1,1 to Oa~·1on Roth in lhc: \lat~ 

IOUttk:-\· :<nufirl.lL,. The -~..1.....:1n ..11\0 :,.;.iv.: lh( (\1luml'l1ana {'olmuJn~ pod;c1 aoolhC'r (J\AC Cla.,, AA en)"'"· For h1, 
('ffort~·. Wn~hl w.s.., named r:.a,1(m Diqdct "Player of TilC Yt."ac·· while i;anlc!nUI,"! -.ccond IC"am all-Ohio honor:,. ~f't)(l~ 

~ A,-.oc1actd Pn:-.... ~ a.ni.J Ulird-1(3.ffl all-!-C.>lc pJaodit-. from UP1. lhc- tWO-tl!Th! all-0\.:\C pad 1,o,·a, namc-d capt.11n 01 
th._. all-\~lllc) 1cam h1., fin.al ve~r. 1n \il.hK'h he a,-t.:r.tg\."ll I$ I point, J'ICI' gan'I<" 

\\-'right aCCl."pl(d a foc;ith.ali grant 1n-ai<l 1v Bowling G~n State li'n1vc~i1~ \\.'ri~t l.:int.li.-d Lhc o,;aa11ini foll.L'.ltlt~k 
J&..t-1 hi?-JUn1or ~-.:-jr, P:1-"'in~ for more th:m I }II¥> yanl., lli: 1,>lf,•wal lha1 w11h nll:1rc: than 1,100 JU"'n~ yanl., a. .. a~n111r 
"-'hile t.irrung all-~hd Ame.11ca.11 Confen.-1"'-" honor... 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete 19s0s) 

M•lina Hammond (Sh><Jy,.ic High School. Ci= of 1989i '11,,s Conner l.ady 
·ngcr Wil.,. a slandoot lo thnx- ~port\ dunng hc:t pn..-p ca.n:t'r, t..Jt it W.tli ha.fJc.ctbaU where 
she sttlnc.J lhc briglncs<. 

Iwrunnnd wa, a four-year lcucrwmncr for the J..idy 'ligcn who went mun a 
four-yw = al We<l Liberty S<>IC College o,ching her""""' d1lO h,story "'b<oh 
"Chml'i:, 

Al Shad)'Jidc. Harnmooo \I.U .a pmJirac shooLcr en route (O hCC' ~hooJ-nxonl I .516 
poinLli. She. dr.uncd 112 thn:c~J)()inl go.tis. Her 46 poim.o;., a., ajuninr, during in• g4rr.c 
against 8\lCk'-,-yc Sonh is lllso LOpS in scl'.ooJ hb1oty. 

During hct junior=. Hammond bccainc JU>l the s..'CO!ld rcmaJc in Oluo Valley hiSIOI)' "' O>Craj!C"' ICOSI 
30 poi.ms a game al 301. She w~ mon: lhan a~. howt.-vt;r, 3.'lo sl'k: a~cd ~ 1 ~. 6.2 ~15LS. 5 0 
,;ic,1, 311d drillod 67 1hrcc-paim goal,. 

As a 'iCO.mt. lla.mmun,J J.\d1lgl112M.I poiru...; a game and "'-a."' namoo aJl-()h10 l>iv1smn tV Swc !'layer of lhc 
Yc:ir by l,'PJ She also a-.,;ragcd 9.S rebound,;;, 8.1 a~i~1,. 6.5 \LC3ls, ,hol 4R percent Crom lhl: Ooor. SO I pc:ttnl 
a1 the line ml 5X p:rccnl rrum lhM:-poim rani:c. 

Hammond was named ~llll--u!atn all-Oh.io by lllc Assoc1a1W ~ twice and w;r; ,ck'C1cd w lhc Oh:iu 
~unh-Soulh All-Siar Uamc She wib cap.a.in ur i~ all.()VAC.: team twio.:. 

11.vnmood also dooblcd"' a soi\billl player aRl lhrowct for lhc ir.,,:Ji = 
Stv.: cami.:tl iour lcut...~ m !iiOR.b3.11 and 1hn.-c muru jn tracl She v.;1,, an all-OVAL fi"-1 lc.mi ~Icctmn lhro.: Li~ 

in w,ftba.11 a.rd once an aH-Oh.ioan. 
In Lrack, ~ wa, .an all-E,.1.-.ti,;m l)istn.cL p.-rfurmcr in I.he liiht.i p.il and c.li,;cu~. 
At Wesl I .ibcrty, HammonJ wa.-- a ro.ir-ycar ba.\kctball ,;tarter Sl-.c ~orcd 2.1 SO pcmu\ from l 990-93, wh,ch 1s 

still th.: Wesl l.ibcny rteord and Olin.Mx.-st in WVIJ\C hist.ory. Hammond, whu alsu stam::d in softball a,. Wl.SC, 
wa~ the sa.-ond rcrna.lc .ilhk:IC to be U1WJ(;l0.J 10 I.he W\.'St l.ibcny Spun., Ha.II of 1:;un.:, 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990~> 
)Ollfllf.4 8cr"4/t~,: (Weir1cm Mildonn;i. High School. Cla-r,,; of 199l) Thi~ ronncc 

Lady HIile l)on wa."' one or lh,:. most prolific~ um.clfLr•h ha.111lu::lhall pla~ ftom Lhc: 
OtuoVilllcy. 

H""""" hclp:d 10 1,'llxi: ll'c I JILiy Hluc I >on, .u lhru: ,ua:~hl >Ulc I01Jmamc:nl appear• 
'-"""' and, dunn& her scruor season or I 992, Mil<lonna broulhl home lhc schcol's sccooJ 
!ilah; champlOf\Ship wllh a brill\aru. 2.4-2 rccon! 

During thaL I 99'2 camp,ll~n. Bernabei il'VL.~ 17 .5 poinl~. SIX rcbou.nds, ~ ~lSlS 

and five steals p.!f' game wh1~ swpas!ting the 1.000-poinl mark. All iold. ~ rimshcd her 
pn;p ~ wilh I .(ll2 poin~s am more 1MJ\ 5(11 C.ltCCr a\.~i~-r.. 

J\fk.-r h:r ~or ~~on. IJcmabc:i w:L, namcaJ cap.3in or Ok:: w ... -..1 Vlfl::inia t1a-.."' A AJI­
Sl!lc ICal1l ml captain of ll'..c OVI\C Oa.~ A•AA Wcsl Vuginia 1cain when lnw:lba.11 w~ a 
fall spurt. She also cumpc11x.l in but.h I.he OVAC and ~on.h,,Soulhall-si:artumc-.. All wkl. Hcmabr.:i wil.\a l.hruc,,,lin11; 
all-sLiler. She w,15 a second learn i.:huil'C a'i J. sophomore and a fin.I learn scbxtion as a jun!or 

While b:LsJ,;c&.ball was where Hctl'l.lb:i l1'UldL: b.:I' mark,~ alsc- ~r:ecJloJ fur ~ai.Jonna in lncL: in.I ficllJ as well 
as ICIUb<, cmiing lcllCIS ,n each spon. ln L!IIJ3, l!cmabc1 brought two gold medal\ home from lhc W,;.sl V"iinia 
:i.tali; track m..,_,. Shi:: Wb a J)3R of lhc wlMJng 4x.20J..mcLi.:r n:lay as wdl as lhc winning shw.tlc hwtllc n:lay She 
ran a~ on lhc st.:1.~ nmncr-u~ 4:r.t(X)-m(:{cr n:l.ay IQm. Dunng Lhc 1992 ICJ'U\I~ !"oCaS<ln. Bcm.a~i wa.li a pillt of :in 
()V:\C-wtnning doubles h:.1r11 1n tcnnt!i. . 

llcm:ibci compl,14:d ~.er ocgo:c in !197 !rom We« l ,l>!ny Sw.c College. l>Jring her can:cr wuh the Lady 
Jh 111opp."r'i. shi: !teon::d 1,317 pomts and !in,~ with 1,1-m ,a..,,_~1~ts, which 1s lhc NCAA Di1t1snm II n:coro. Dunng 
her SiC.TJor sa.wn. BlT.JID.'1 wa.s namaJ WVl,\C Pfaycr of the Year anJ Division II All-Amcncan after 'lclping to 
~ WLSC LO a ~CM "loum.uncnt Jppcaranl"C. She was n:uncd lini. team :ill-oonfcrc~ in lhc WVI/\C -.II four 
y,:ar< aru wa,. uuJUCICd.a the 'M>u Lillcny Alhh:tic Hall of l·amc 111 2002 

1Jcm3bci cnlerod the coach1na; ttltlks at West V1~inia Wcs)qan. She wa.s \here ror a year .ind ha!. 3iso worked ill 
l:.a.s1cm Kcmuc'ky, ~ Vuginia mJ the t,;nivcr,~1y of M~lilOO ~·hc:n: ~he Wf)ll a nati~ c;h.ampimship ring as an 
a.a;,'\i$.Wll coach ilDd. rccculli!'lt coonhnar.or. 

Class 
of 

2011 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Richard 'Dick' Thurnes (OVAC 'Contributor) 
Ri&Mrd '"Dif:A" Thwnn (RcnwoocJ t;nion High School. Cla.,;'- or 1946). During 

a 17•)-C.ll career a .. a head footholll enach al t.hrci: ditfi:n:nl spnl.~. Thumc'i. won ,i111 

impn:ssiv~ 75 p.:.n;cni ofhi!. games (I 12 36-7) Fvcn moo; impn.-s)ivc howl-v~r. w~ 
the fact that fi..c Thumcs-co:.chl!d Learns p<Klcd ,.mdcfca1cd n:conls. 

H1): first stop wil.~ C3.ml.!ron H1@h SchooJ. when; he comptlcd a throe-yeas mark 
of l8•6--1. hithhghLCd by an unhc"tcn (7•0.I) team in 1956 which w.J.'i ranlccd ~·o. 2 
among Wc~t Virills,ia i;mall schc.1(1t learn~ 

1'bumi:s then mO\lcd on to Warren Coo!;Oli<latcd JUsh School. ~mg ,1,~ head C03C'h 
fur 12 ycil~ (195M-61J) and ~Ling a 78,.26-6 mark. Uls lc.im~ pul. togc1hi;r unlxm.cn 
sc~ in 1961. ·62, '64 and '67. Th: Grst 1.MX or those t..:arm won OVAC Clas,; A 
charnpiumhi~ while all fuur 'A't."l\: J~ll.:m Ohio AlhJctit ~uc k:ngpinllo. 

Af1.cr i;1cpping aside (or a coup!e of y~. he rctumcd lo c-oa,h lhc m;wly-i;onsolidatr;d 8t.U;kcyc Soulh 
Iligh in ib; fir.st two !oCasons ()972 73). p<hUng a combiocd 1~).J rcconJ. 

lie r=i><:d=ill ''Cooch oflhr:Ycar'' awanls-rmm the Wheeling lmclligcnccr in 1964;Thc TdllC< Leader in 
l'167; and ll'c Eo."""' Ohio"1hk.i;c l,:ogoc in 1'!61. ·62, ·65 and '67; and ll'c Al' I~ o.,lric! in 1%4 aRl '67. 

l11llrro. wa,; illso lhc rucipic:11 of lhc llcbr.ont Hills Coon11y Club's 27lh A111l1Jai Ac~i<.-vcmcn1 FOO<ball 
Cvach:,Aww in 1965 and Ill: !JppcrOhio VIII<.')' Dapp,:rllan Club', OublandingAchi<.-v.:mcn1 i\wonl in 1967. 

He. wa) 10Uuc.Ll.'U inlo lhc Ohio V:i.lh;y Footb:.ill Coachc..s As.sucialJon Hall of I-a.me in 1911S. 
Thumc1 was al~o a long•timc :.ssistant baskc1balr coa(h to fellow OVAC Hall of hmcr Henry IJU.a!i.1 and 

he also coached ba.\.Cball. ltack and golr al variou-, Ll~ during h1s career. 
In high school, Thumci was a thrtl!•ycar lcucnnan in fOOlbal as a ccn1.cr-tincbackcr. gain ng third team 

all-Wc.~l Virginia recognition anU fir,;.l lCarn lll•OVAC honon. 
He ~~nt on 10 play al West t ibcrt)· Suu.i: Cnlli;ic an the .. Golde:, Er:11°• of Coach 1oc. Ran.ell, ,;urtint al 

cr.:nlcr on two unJcfc.a.LOO team, and playing in I.he Pythion now! and the Smoky Mountain Rowl, bolh 
ltilhoppcr vi1.1oric". 

Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 11180s) 
Jeff Swfilur (llrookc ll,gh School, Class or 1987). Tlus forin:r Bruin was once 

described by hlS h,gh school coach. Paul "llud" llilliard, a, lhc bc<I playor he ever 
toothed. 

Hc·s dcfinucly one of th..: mosl d~uraled Bnuns to l:Ontl: from the !<.loncd program 
when II wu 1hc Ohio Valley kingpin 

Swclt..1l!r helped lead lhc Bru.im, 10 hack-to-hack appcarancc:!i. ~n the West VirQin1a 
stale championship game as a quarterback dunns hjs .,.umor and senior sc~ons He 
was a fout•ycar mainstay ror lhc progr.cm. ~pcndmg umc as a runn111g ba1:k. d~lcn­
sivc back and kick rc1urncr hcforc shi!Li-ng lu quaru:rbadc. 

As a sc,:nior. when 1hc Hruin~ tinish..:d 11 ·2 a, I.he ~talc runner-up.. Swtili'.Cf SCl an 
Ohio Valley record for 101:il yardage w1lh 3,399. He also a<,oun<cd (or 16 1ouch• 
duwns. O( h1:i y:ltd.:igc 1u1a?. he had 2.203 passmg: 674 rushing and 522 on kid: rclums. 

Aflcr lh.at ~cn1ur season. Swc1v.cr. who aJso shined 1n b:JscbaU rur Lhc Hruins. n;pc,ucd un I.he r rs . .c.:im 
all-state ~u.Jd ;md w~s named I.he capuun o r Lhc;: otrcns.i\-c umt. He w.i., also runner-up 1or ~ Kennedy 
Aw.:ird thal \l!.lson. He W.J.) twice nam.:d all-OVAC and aJt-Vallcy a.id was the G.1.1or.;1.dc State P..a)·cr a! I.he 
Year. He was also listed in me t:St'\ Today as West Virgim~ Player of the Year a..,d a., honUf.a..~•e mcnTJ.cn 
to the paper's All-American Team. 

Swc::iv.c:r I.hen acccp1cd .3 ~holar.,;hip to \he L"niversily o f Akron. A!\ \Ao-as the ca~ ctt Hrook.i;. Swclv.cr 
began as a luck n:lumcr and runnmg back before b-..1.:oming l.h1.: q1.1artcrbxk .·or his final two ~a~on'i. 

In two year..,. Swcit,~r passed ror 2.744 whkh is lOlh on Akron 's career Hsung. He paned or l.599 
y;ard, ai. a junior 

Kyle Rose (Athlete 11190s) 
K]k Ro,, (Ri"'1' Hi~h School. Cluss .J I 'l'JIJ 11li, lhru:-spon l~lul athk:1<; wos • <1aruloo1 

on andolflhc ficlddunng !!JS four years in Hannibal ca.,,mg four lcucn ITT ba.'iCN.ll 1u goalcmg 
w11h lhJ\:c lcltlncach in ~lint and fool.ball 

OiL~I w~ where Rose m:d.! hi~~ felt for the Pilot\. He WiK a ia.u"-ycat ~Slay 
ill caichcr and m !he bean. of the Vilol"'' hatting 1.1\b" I k: t,aucd .366 a~~ fn!.'i.hm.an. A 7J a.,; 
a sophomon:: .. SOO a.'i a JUmor .ind .536 as ii licntor en route IO two OVI\C Player of \hc Year 
awani'i. As a sophornm:, Rose tur.l an on-ba.-.c pt.1'0..-nt~c of .69~ Jnd he wa...;40-of-42 111.calmg. 
ba>cs. Thal '11"'1< i, ,till on Ohio Vall,;y ,ton<Jazd. All 1old, he h,l 13 htlfflC run, and drove 76 
runs. 001 missed 11 g;uncs as a 51.:nior aA:r a bout w11h mono 

i\l\criu., s,:ruorampaign. he was namul rUSl-lCam illl-OJuo, all·l:»«:m m.tnc~ illl-OVAC 
andall-Villlcy. llc ployed in bo<h the Oh,o and OV/\C :ill-SUI' g,mcs. 

In fOO<ball, Ro,c playcutailbock Cortho J>ilots ml n>r:kcd up illl <m., of yanJa&< llllUO ha« o[honoi,;. 'I> a ,cruor, he 
wa" li~ u:am aU-J:.a.sicm Oi~lnCI. all.()VAC ~ all~ ~lh .. "Y a.t\l;r rush,ng rot 800 yan:h. and !°>Coring c1gh1 1.oochdowM. 
l«-h~ can.:cr, RO!IC am~~ l.S32 yanl~ anJ 14 louc.hdown\ in lhn;c~son.\. Hew~ 31\0a dcr._.-n~ivc '-W\Jool with 
ISJ totnl tackles, si:.. "3Ckli. four intcru!ptmns and St.~n fumble ~ril.!.'i 

His \\Tl,,'Sllingun;crl,lidn't b;gin until hcw~a')()phomon:, buthcpickcid ii upquaclly As a.wph, he finished 15 12. 
O.lt wm.:d II on as a.Junior and WCN. 27.S I Cc was founh ill thc.OV/\C Wrcsthng Toumamcnt W advanced I.DI.he Oh1;i 
Di.-;uic:t. ·toonurncnt. He fully am,roJ 1n lu.'i grappling career a1i ,1 ~or PoMi.ng a 36-3 record Rose 11.ivaru»J hi lhc 

~~ ~r:= f:~sfi~,~ :,~:J:'~:1::~f\t;~~~=~~~i3~=.\hc swc l00ffi.1JTIC'O( 

While ho.vine pl~ly or opuom: ilhout conunu,n& his aihlcuc career 311hc 1..-0Uq1a~ level, R~ Jcccpl.00 a. M:'o:..-­
stup 10 Mercer College ,n Gco,g,o 10 ploy ~,cball Play,ns "'every game as ~ ' n:,;hmJln Kyle bJl:Oll .~9': and".., 
chc;,..cn .1., c."On'4."fi;:nc.~ ""-i;?,man u( 1hc year flow~,..,. h1~ ~.,. and life untJcrwcnt a 1.-rud lw1)l or Doc. 72, I~ 
when he Wib involved 1nacar accidi.:nt. ROM: sUMVCU, bJl 1!tc;on.Jla.:d ~u a wlu:k:hair a.'!i a paraplcg:c Afu:r sp.,:ndmg 
SlX month.~ m 300 out of surgcncs and lhcrapK:S. Rose wcm bad to school ill Otuo l.'.ruvcrsity 1-.astan .ur rwo years 
and lhcn. in 1994, enrolled a1 We,,. Llbcny Slate College when, he wcrcamcd tus d&:gn.,c 111 ,a:ondary cuucauon m 
rna.hcm.1Uc$.. ln 199K. Rai-c w~ ru«J al hi,,.-. prep a1m.t ~tcr as a rn.ll.h t~hcr. m~•s ab.o since~ his ma\lCC·s 
degree fmm Miryg!'OVC Collq:c. Hi, haruiap Wtlrft pn:YCN fmm suying involved i~ Jp(IClii ;i..\ he. wa..oi ~ ~ 
ha.<ii::ball cooch of hi!!i al~ m:ncr in 1998 .lfk.l be hch.i the posl until 2007 He led lhc P1lol.~ lO lhc OVAC \lllc in 2003. 

Charles E. Petty covAc 'family') 
Cluuln £. Petty (Pomeroy High S1;hoot) The cn1in: Ohio Valley A1hlc1ic Collfcrencc 

ow1.~ a <lcb1 o( gralilu<lc lo Pcl.y .nn<l the other eight ""Founding F;nh.;~." 
Lml..: Ju.I that !.malt s:roop know back is, 194~ when lhc_y broughL l0gc1hc: 20 -,ch.ooh 

;rum both lloida cf the Obiu Ri:v\;r that 1tk..-y wuu.hJ l.-stabll~h ~·h.at would bccorm: (.,i:, of 
2CI I} a SO-school bi sl.ate conforcncc, n;gank:d by most a~ lhc l.irgcst functional high 
school con(cn:ncc m 1hc nation. 

The original ()VAC memb.:r schools included tk:11:ure. J·ollan,~: Lln,;.ly, .M3.ft:in"'­
Fcny. Mound...vme. Powhatan. Shady!oitk:. s _ John Ccniral, Sl~Utk:ll\'1llc, S1culx.'T1VlllC 
Calhollc Cc.-,nl, Tiltonsville, TnacJclphia, Union, Watwood. Weir. Wc!M>1Jrg Wc~t 
l.ibcny. Wheeling. Whee ing Cc.nlral Calh1,tk .anlJYurkvi)lc. 

Pcuy wi.'i a key cog in. the OVAC m it" early ycais. serving as ~ lir.st official . .. . 
cxccut1\lt.: M!{;rclary "ur l3 ycan from 1944-56, lo-ngcr th.an anyunc h.a5 been in 1ha1 pos111ori cxccpl ur Sam 
Mumlcy lo thh point 

l'ctty coached Lb..: pre-OV/\C boys' track program 31, Trii>dclphiJ Hig.h School. winmni th~ t 941 West 
Virginiil onC•Cfa.'is chamj3ion.,;hip ::iflc.r finishing 3!'i runncr..,_,p four lim~ and placing th1~ 1w1cc 

A ·lcr COilC-hing and .caching m:uhcmatits ;u Triadd1h1:a I hgh, he ~rvcd bm;Oy il.1i pnnc1pal :11 Wood~lc 
Junior Jligh. lle lhcnjuinctl Lin1il'f Mililary Eru.tLLUIC. in 1942-43, 'Serving 11., athklic: di~lo: ~d Wl"t !he hc:w 
b~kctba!I 4..:ooch ftom 1944-5 J. Jlis second lcam ( 1944-AS) wun the OVAC Cla~~ AA llllc w1lh 3 t6-,::, n.-cord. 

Hcl ~\:~c:~~Jc~\)fr!:ir~cd ~~e~~~a~,L~:l~f the Otl10 Valley•s premier high M:hool ~k mccls at 
l"riatlclphi:i-Thc ln1cmgcnccr Relays whLch had a three decade run bc(on: cndii:t& ln lhc 1950s_. 

l'ctly then moved lD St Pctc~burg, Flonda in lhc summer of t9S6 and taugtJI. inJ11mor high unul he p.tsscd 
av.•:i.v at age 57 u, $963 

oOm in 1906 in Ripley. W Va .. he graduated rom Pomeroy (Ol1m) lliG,h S1;hnt.,l. JUl!ndcd the l:nivcrsi\y 
or l·lorid:i. f01 lwo ~ and gradua1cJ from 1.hc t.;nivc~,ty of nhnoi!, lfc rccciv~ a m0,.,tcr's Jc:gn;:c from 
thl.· IJnjvcr..ity or Pilt.!i.~fgh. 

John Kirker (Media) 
John D. Kirhr (We lshuq: llig.h School. Cla.o:;s of Jq~) Rom 1t1 Follan~l'kc 1-i 191 'l. 

Kirker'.., fiN \A\lC of the nc:~papcr bJ1ijtnC"~ cm1c .zl the old Wclbibutg Daily Herald 
as a hii:,hschoul !il00Cn1 lk wro1c !.pon" and w~ cvcn1ua1:y 1hc managing ~itor of the 
~~f wh~n he lcfi for Ute Army Air Cucps 1n 1942. 

Upon his d1~har,c from the S1.;rvu;c in 1946, he began a 29-ycar run (1946-74) as 
sport, cdilor of fhc HcrakJ-Sw newspaper ii:a Stc1.1bcnvm, 1.mlil moving into lhi: new~ 
dcpartr-.cnt as a districl editor for the rcmoundi:r of his can.""Cr. l le w:a.s lhc lontc~t· 
serving "pon.~ ctlitor in the newspaper·~ hi\tory, covering all hish ~hool ,;.por,o:; a.'- ~:ell 
.a~ local cnllcgc 1-port.\ and summer l!vcnL1ij 

He wM in<luc:lc<l into the UniVt:hiity or S1.cubcnvillc .'ipon." Ila.II or Fame in 1981; 
the Ohio l'n:p Sports Writc:1'; Hall nf F:!mc in l 988~ and 1hc l:'ppcr Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Hall orJ·amc in 1989. 

Kirker was a member of several hiQh school all-star sclcc1ion commiuocs. Including those choosing I.he 
All-Ea,;.lcm Di!ilricl .and All-Ohio team~. 

1 le illso served .:a.s an emcee at numerous local spons function..~ and w~ a ring announcer ill. local bo,dnQ 
..:vents 

1-o, Kitkct. h.am~, racing wa'- .i pcr::on:i:I p.a~sion. lie owned and lr.!incd 17 h01""C,- for rna_ny ycan., ~gu­
lar\y ;iii.ending \he Uulc Rrown lug 1.":~cn1 in Oclawarc, Ohio, a.nd contribuLing numtrou!-1 amclcs 10 vanous 
h~!i radng publL~auon.'i, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
C.R. (Dick) Dei (Coaches) 

C.R. (Di,i) D,j (Whoding u:nual lligh School, Cl:i.,, or 19S9). lie wa., the 
:architect of the OVAC'" mmi, dnmirwlt hoy.Ii' 1raek program .:it Whccli118 P.1rk lllgh. 

Dvring the school', first 13 l"""' (1977.89), the Polriot.s won oighl OVAC Cl>." 
4-A champion.;hip!I, and flnisruxl ~-cond lhl\."C time"'; won nin.: W..'5t Vi,uinia R1,,.-gion 
liLh:s a."ld t:ap1.ured thn:c W~l Virginia Cla!.~ AAA ~talC c.h.atnpiorn.hip!a wh.ilc fin.i'!,,h­
tng as the f\lnncM.Jp twice 

Cndcr the gu,dancc or Oci. who coached 22 All-America traek honon::cs during 
his career Park lost onl)' Lwo dual mccLs in 13 s.c.aso~. 

I Cc wa.o; nmux!: WcM Virc~ma frac.k: Coach of the Yc.u- on two occa..o;mru: .ind the: 
Oh,o Yancy Tr.ick Coad of U\C Yw by The lmcU,gcnccr 1wicc. 

Tb! toach cstabhi:.hc,J one of t.hc area·, Lop lflVitaLJonal mccL~ - I.he Pepsi Park Class1c • wtti.ch wao; l~tcr 
n::namcJ 1hc Dick D.;1 Trac:k (la.,,,;1c lie lk.'!iigm:J Whc;ctin, Park\ all-wa:arkr track f~lity and,,_ 11.")l,)Omibli: 
fur 1mplcmcnune lhc fil"Sl photo-clcclric timlng s)'sltm at a W~l Virgil'Ua high ~hoc>I, w1lh Par'k\ system 
origtnally u!aed at the Wt.:sl Vugirtia 5LatC mccl in Ctwkston. He scl'¥Cd ~ chai.rman of 1hc OV/\C Track 
Co,r.m;ucc and the OVAC Track Ch&mpim<lupo; W0sst Virgirua Region ~<Ct din:clor: • m.:mbcr of lb,; Wes< 
Virginia Swe ·t'r~k MCCl (:ommiu.cc; :uld wa(, :i pn,.cnwr at lhc w\l't_; ·1·r.ac:k ~ 1•,cW Clinic' 

IJci nxciwd the RA Thnm Awanl in 1990 for w.,,. Vug1ruo u-ack Scivu,e and Conuiruuon,; and wa.s n:imcJ 
the: OVAC Cl! Cii.ffin Troclr. Offiaill nf lh:. Yc;:ir in t995. He w.1.c; a.1-.ohnnorcd hy the Cpp::rOh.io v.aJh:y OJp()Ct OJr. 
O•b "1<1 theW\la. Spo,t, Walc,, As<0<ioti<,n. 

Tlct w;i\i uu.luClL-d into lhc Whcchng !>.irk A1hlcuc Ha.II of fame: in 199ft .and the Wc~l [ Jbl.:ny SLall' College 
Hall Qf Farm,: :n 2005. 

llci played fonlh.111 ot Wheeling Cenlral ancl WC511;ra1y and C""100 • rn;is\or', d<&ro,: from West Vugini, 
l:ru=>ily lie began a 39-ycar :cachin&<'co:ichi1'g oon:cc in t 965 ot Ucllain: High. <CIVins as hca,J u..:k ooach 
3tld il'i.',.!St3nl tn fno1hal} I le .i),;o coochoi .3.(, 3 food,a.11 .:L'\.ti-WUU. 31 M:inan.1; Ferry; head fOOIMU coach at Adcn.i. 
L-.l hC3d football and lratk COO(h :li Wru:cling I ligh. I Jc .u~ fo.Cr"\,'ed ~'\ Ji:::fcn..c;ivi:coolttin.llor u Dcth.lny College 
ln l9RO. )"dplng lhc Bi"'1n 1oan XCJ\A Tlivir,;ion rn pl.lynffhenh He pi!.\.\Cd iJWay jn 2frrT a.t the age nf M 

Plennie Clutter (Officials) 
""""i, Clutur (Whc.:hng High School. Class or 194)) Ile .-.,,k.s among tho bc,1 

oflir.:iah, of all-1imc in the Ohlo Valley . ..;pcndinc. 30 y.:ars ~ ;i foo1ball rc(r.:n.-c and 25 
ycan ill, :t ba.,,kci.ball omc,al. 

Cluttcr's o!fic1a.ung career began a1 the urging of 1hc 1.:ltc /\ Wilson Murny, a 
chancr member of lhc OVAC Hall of Fame in the official, caicgory. and he worked 
his w.1y up from Jt1niot v~1t)' i;amcs to the top of the olTici;iLlnG world in both sports. 

lie. earned 3-<li!,Sgnmcnt~ LO work four Wcs1 Virginia ti.talc high c;chool fool.ball 
ch;i.mpion.~hi:p SilffiCS .l1ld three swc b.Lc;kc1ball lot1mamcnLc;. 

Clulli::t oriicia1cd l"lumel'OU!i sectional and regional taumamcnL gamc.<li an West 
Virginia anJ work"-J scvc~l OYAC All-Siar Fcu:ball Gamt.:5- Hew~ also sci.;,.·~ as 
the rdcrec in the 1982 Ohio Xonh,South All-Star Game. 

lie is on Honorary life Member of both the Oluo Volley llaskc\ball Oflkiab and O~io Valley h10lball 
Official-, oigani,;alior .. ,. He wa.c;. I.he recipient of I.he N.obcrt 0.tW'§OO Official, Award at the OVAC Haskel.ball 
Cla,~ic: in 2005. 

Clutter al!'.O worked roo1ball and haskclball game, in lhc West Virginia tntm:ollegfa1c. Alhlc1ic 
Cnnfcn:ncc. 

As~ ithlclc, Cluuer was an a.11-W~l Virginia sclcc1ion irt foo1bal1 and b~kctba.11 illl Whc.'cling High. J\!. 
:i !r>Cniur. he wa\ n:unL-tl lhc all•!.LilLt' captain and led lhc Wildc.u., to the ~l.l~ ha\ikc1baI1 champiorL,hip under 
cmch V Evcn:tt Brinkman. 

He Wil!'ii offered a foothall !-chol.aNlip to Lht t.:nivcr.lly of Alabama. he 1!tucred I.he :-.:.avy durin, World 
Wa, II Ile played one year whh the rhdAdclphi.1 ),;aval Hase icam, and lhcn ofter fulfilling his military 
ohlitaiion, ht: p~ y<:d prn.c.~s,on.il ha"kct~II in Engt.md. When he rc1umcd home. he ,.-.·a.(, ~?cc:Lcd ln pla)' 
in lllc 1946 OVAC All-Siar Foolball Gome. 

Bob Jeter (Athlete· 19S0s) 
Bob Jtltr (Weir High School, Class of 1956). Possibly the mosi promincm 

na.mc to bridge the iran~itinn from segregated ~chuols lmo lntcgratcd educa­
tion in the Ohio Valley. He w,n a. multi-sport nandoul al r;cgn;g::itc;d Dunbat 
lligh School m Weirton 1hrouth hi, junior ,<cason of 1955. With in1esration 
in wc,t Virginia. hc finished al Weir Jllgh School and bc<:amc the fim black 
athlete to be rccogni,cd on the All-Stale football selections by Lile w. Va. 
Spons Writers As.i,ocialion, A two-w~y back.. he was a th1rcl team choice. 

In 111., one"-"''"" a, Wcir High, he helped Lhc Red Riders u, an 8-l• I n:conl and 
the CNAC Cla.<S AA litlc 

Rccn.iitccJ by the University of row::i., he became :1 Lhrcc•1cason Lwo-way 
regular. As a senior. the AII-Hig ·1cn honoree scl a f{osc Howl rushing record in 1959 which 1,w,cd 
iwo decades bcfon: broken by use·, Marcus Allen. Jeter ru,hc<l for 191 yuds on only nine carries 
and scored on a. record Sl~yard TD run it. a 39-14 win over CahtOmla. 

Aflc: being ""lcclC<I lO ploy in \he loasl West Shrine Game, he was the :-io. 2 drafl choice of \he 
Gro:n Bay Packen m 1960 bul opled lO play in the Cana.!1an ~oolball League with \he Vancouver 
R.C. Liom; cln<l the HamiHon Tiger Cai.., ror Lwo !.Cason~. He then Joinctl the P-JCkcri a\i a dcrcm.1,·l! 
hack-wide receiver >.nd played in llm.-c <IT.1lght ),;fl winning championship games and sWtcd the 
fim iwo Super Howl games for 1he w1nning l':lckcrs in !966 and 1%7 An All-l'ro twice and a l'nl 
Bowl schx:tion, he played eight :-il·l se:1<nn, and fimshcd h!S c=cr l>y playing we,, <e.1son, wi\h 
lhc Chicago Bears. 

A member of the W. Va. Sport• Holl of hmc on<l Upper Ohio Valley D•ppcr Dan Hall or ~•me, 
he wa, the l 970 Dapper Dan ~>.n of the Year Jeter dic<l ,n 2008 

Rick Boron (Athlete· 1960s) 
Riciuud /_ Boron (St. John Ccn1rat High Sch!lol C13" or 19651 Hi: Wil!, a thruc­

spon pc:'fnnncr for the Hghu::1g lmh, but il w:,;~ on lhc gndirnn when: he gained 
n.ai,ona! recognition. 

Boron h!Mc;nmcJ 1.ndcr the 1utcl2gc or C.:oilCh Dan YJ:c<ircw imo a l\\'(M,1,:iy r,;t.Lf :i.~ 
a t1.Cnior 1"hc mulL1-t&1en1ccJ gndiJcr ~on:J l26 po1n11. a.~ a scruor while rushing ·or 
698 yard, on juu 91 cilmc .. Uc .a.ls.a hauled m 28 pa5$t...-S for 56'.l .dJihonal '>tripes. 

While Horon W:b an uITi:nMvc dynamo. he wa!, 1usl 11,- tughly-ruganJcd rur his prow­
cu al dcfL.mivc bac:.k, A~ a ~niur, he intercepted Lhrcc cncm~ ~~~ i1n<l ..i..lso n.:iumc.d 
a punt 88 yards ·or a TJJ, McGrew, a former ltun.luc artcJ profc~l!l.1unaJ griudL-"f, callc.d 
1Joron "the bcs1 dcfcns1\'c: back I L-"VCr saw·· 

l·or hi!.; senior aploits, Horon was named to lh.: pn.:suguJUl!I. Ptuade Ma~a=m~ 
Alki\mcric::i Iligh School t·oothall ·te.am. Jte was 31.c;o a ftnl lC:ml all-OVAL. all­
h.:t.,lL'TTl Ohm and A~ aIJ-Ol'lio honorcc.ffon,n ab,o Ii,."\~ four years an hascbalt 31 SJC and ttM.1 ,;ca,on, 
in OO~kctball. 

He: ~urned down an urrcr to play at SOI.re Dame and i~tca<l accepted a -schoiml'hp from Coach Hu 
Schcmbcchkr lO play a.1 "1lami of Ohio. I~ was ;:i; tk.,:inon Boron ncvi:r xsn.1.tc.-d. Hew,~ a Lhrci.:-yc.ir r,:gular 
or lhc: KOO~\i ins a!I a Jct..:.mivc back, He "':a!io ,o;onlcd -.ccond Lc&m all-M:itl-Amcrican <..onrcn.:nc."t! honuni 
~ a junior and fint 1cam plaudits a.s a scmor. He lcn the OxfonJ-ba.scd campus wilh SC.."VCral ~rid nxords. 
includin@. most intcrcq,Lions in a season (7) and ftc\hma.n record (or m1crccptions. (5). Boron finished ),is 
Miami career in 1hird pl3cc on the career irncrccptinn list (14). 

Boron distin£uic;hcd himself in the pf\.1) coaching ranks Le; wdl J le o;.eT\'\."d as head coach at W.ad.,wonh 
I hgh tor fi\'C ~i;a~On!., compiling .a 39-9 matk.. During 1ha1 1cnure. hi! n.:ccwal a hos1 of coach of they~ 
awards, including the Clcvi:land Plam Ocnlcr :and the A1:,on Hta,:on Journal. Boron left Wadswon.h to serve 
as an ..s~1'.'ltan! at M1am1 before hl!atling .nto printc busin,c\-, 

Larry Shaw (Coaches) 
u,ny SJu,w (Shady Spring High School, Cl:i.s!I of 1973). ~,cntion wn:.stling in the 

Ottio Valley Alhlclic Confcrcncc or anywhere in lhc swe of West Vu-ginia and no 
doubt Shaw"s name comes to mjnd in :1 hur.y. A.fl.er all. Shaw \.\';s a fixture in the mat 
spor\ for 31 ye~. 

lie led the llcar.io on an mcrahbk run or l3 conc;cc1M\rC We5-1 Vir@.mia Clas!I M-A 
swe ch.ampiom.hi?S from 1997-2009, a feat 1.1nrna1ch01J by .111)' OVAC or Wot Virginia 
program in aay ,pon. Prior lo Oak Glen dropping to lhc /IA·A ranks, Show-loo teams • 
'P(h,lC.'d five ~ira1ght C~s /\AA n,nncr-up fini')hcs Cl9S7 91). 

In OVJ\C ·,oumam:ru action, .smw·s teams won nine class uLlcs., ~ncludmg cigtu in a 
row from 2001-2008 in Clas., 3-A. Ille llcatS won the o,-ctall title u>C tirru:< ' !99!, 2002. 
2004,2W5 and2007J. OuMG h1s1crum:. Sluw's=s won l3OVAC31al med tiU" [Clas.4-11,r. 1985. '90 oni! 
'98 and Class J-A in 1999, 21Xll. '01 ·u'.l, ·04_ '()j, '06. '07, ·c., ond '09) and he r.ru.<hcd with a c:aroordual lllOOl 
rcoordof3?0-96-4 JEc~511-wcdwnpton \NT\...~~'xlmorctmn 1(£lothas ,,.·hocamcdall•~ honcn. 

Show wa., nam.:ulhc OV/IC all-sportC00<h oftheYcor twio,;- m 2002 .,'II) 2007 ->n<l lhc OV/ICWn:"hrtg 
Coach or the Year on 13 occa1ons. He w.a., lhc W~t Vi~m1a Cla~s /\/\-./\ Wrestling Coxh of the Year ~,x 
1imc.o. and is lhc only wn.-stline, coach 10 be 'iCla::la.l Lt-.c Wc.,,1 Virgini:t. :il.-spon Coa.choflhc Yearby th!! W Va. 
Sport.s Writ.en Association (2CXXl). He w:ll ~ the 2008 \'auanl.l Wrestling Coar;h of I.he Year by Wrcsthng 
US/\ Magali~ and wa\ a finalist ror the award m 2004 

Show,• Im~ or Conoau Collcg,, who <.unc.J ru., masicr's des= from M=ha!I L:"""""'Y is a I"'" 
~idem or 1.'>: w Va. Wl1'.<lling Coaches A.ssocia!lon: a past "100-pres,dcru of the Chaplcr of""" 
:-iotionol Wn..'Slling Holl of Fame; ,nil • fomrr mc-ml>.s of the WVSSAC ,nil OVAC C:<mni= fie 
~"i~o..l :n JXOWCing a.,: inslt\lCtional vic.t:o ·or ~I.ling offici11h, or lb.: ~1~1S rt:Sllirig {)r...(.i,~ 
:'v11.:tlu~.-. Cow~ .ud. ha-. warkw .a1. coo.n1.k.,, wn..."1.ling d~. Shaw wa., I.re t.:pp.:r Ohio Va.lL.-y rlapsx:r Oan 
Oub', Co-Man of ll1<: Year in 2003: was irouc-.cd "1\o th.: l!.ic;gh County W"-"'"'1g Hall oftiuru: co 21XX);°the l.w 
Holv. l:ppcr Ohio ""!kJ Hill! ofl-amc io ~: the :,,;..;m,J W!Nlu,g IWJ of F:,mc in 2010 ond co,w:r lhi.s year 
inlo the :-0:0lionol I ligh School Sport, Hall or Fan-.< by the ),;.>tior.31 l'cdcruion or S= Wgh Scllool A,,ocwioos. 

Edgar Martin (Alhlctc • 1940s) 
Edt,or Manin (Watwood I ligh School, Cl>.ss of 1945). A multi-•port high school 

and rollcgc ,...,,dou, dcspilC his si,c of 5-(oot-4 and weighing between 130-145 
pounds, he left his mar1' on lhc: OVN:. and Ohio Valley sports. 

A thru:-umc 1111-OVAC hononx m b:i.skeu,aJJ (11144 and 1945) and rooit,,.11 
(1944), hi; hi;lp,.:d lhc: Vikings win lhc: firsl OV/\C Class A u~e and fi,,:-school Ciiy 
of Wheeling crown ,.,th a 9-1 record in 1944. In basketball. he was the leader of 
iwo OV/\C title warns which wcni 14-{; and 22-3. Tiu: 1945 City or Wh:cling title 
team also won the W. Va. ~Lion 3nd region crown~ and advanced to the one..cta.,i 
'"'"' lllutn3m!nl hcfon: bowing 10 ll«:klcy Woodrow Wilson A, a scmor on a 9-1 
ro,:onl football lCam. ho r<:lumcd a luckoJT 85 yanls 10 score 1n the u,am's only loss 
lO Fol1'1nsbcc. 21-13. He was a third icam all-,iatc onc..:ras, sclccuon.ln lmkc1t,,.1i. he wncd ,ccond 
team onc--clasc; al -r;Latc a.'\ a c;cnior and \COrcd 42 pcnms a rare LtUI at the um: - ma 100-68 wrn over 
Follanshcc. 

Al RcU\ll!ty College, hi; wa, a t.'wc-spon ,1a1tcki•l (fcl<llhall. baskclhall, lXl."'hall) und wa, • \WO-Um: 
All•Wcsl Viriinia C:oofcrcncc ba,kctball lOuma.mcnt honOt<X. As a scruor, he avcnJ&cd 22.5 poioL• a g;unc 

After co.1ehin& in high '-Chool at Jcm:r.m C.:mon and L1t1~ly, he coo.c:hcd alma mater Uclhany College for 
I I years from 1956-66, 1ncludin~ a 17-1 rocord l'n:sulcnts' Athlcuc Conference u~c team ,n 1962 and an 
unbcatcn 18-0PACcbampiooshipelubin 1964 

He timshcd his c.1n,..-r 3l Wc)l li~y Siais: ~ autli,:\11,; din,:c:lllr from 1973-88 ~d also co.1ehcd baskc1ball 
Crum 1969-74 He was one of the origmol ori:anv= of lhc c1UTcot Ilea.st of the fa<l summ.-r ba.-cbaJJ 
loumm,cnt named in his hooor. Martin died u, 1989. 

Jim McCormick (Alhlete. 1950s) 
Jim MtConnici (:',lainolia lligh School. Cla" or 1958). Arguably lite :-io. I llluc 

Eagle basketball product he! set or tied SS school records while playing only l\lr'O 
varsily season>. 

As • s.:nior, he earned AII-OVAC Cl.i>s A hooor> ond All-W. Va. m..,uiun when he 
~orcd 613 polms rot ;i 29.2 p..-r game avcr;igc. both c;chool records which l;isLCd 45 
years. He al~o ~orcd .St points in a game which h;,u. been lied. bu1 not broken aJ'LCr 
r,v,; decade,. He avctaJied 22. l points for his career. He also played baseball for the 
llluc Eagles. 

/\f11:r high school, the 6-focn-3 guard prcppod for a y= at old Gn,;nbricr Miliwy 
in U..-wisburg, W.Va., where he !IWU:d on an unbcalCn po-.;L-grarluati.: u:am compmcd 
or several high school nll-su,r,;. 

I le -.:nrollcd at Wc~t Virginia lJniv~f\ity a~ an invited walk-on and wa~ lhc ~ond•lcading ,c;cori.:r hchind 
future: All-American Rod Thom nn WVt.:'s i;ccond-cvcr unk:a.lCn freshman team. 

In the Lhird ,game ur hn sophomore season, he bccarn.i.: a varsity ~tarter ror lhc: n:st of his canxr and, wilh 
Thom, formed o top backcoun which led WVt.: 10 lhrcc so.them Conference 1idcs and a pair of ~CAA 
'loum.amcm bcnhs. 11c avcra~cd dou0lc li1urcs all three yczrs and scored J J 5(, career point!i which, at 
the umc, was f,flh all•llrn: m WV\; h1Story behind four All-Americans - Jerry Wes~ Rod Hundley. ~lark 
Workrr.3n and Thom ;\,kCotmlck and Thorn we~ featured on I.he cover ur lhc 1962 WVU Raslcctball 
.Media tiu1dc. 

After lwicc c:nn1ng All-SoulhL..'1ll Conforcncc sa:ond Learn ~d honorable m:ntinn All-America, he 
bcc.unc ~agnoh.t's only ~BA dr.Utci! in I.he )fxth round by the Cincinnati Roy.:t.l~. ~ul il foot injury haJ1cd 
hii pro C3reCr. 

McCoriTUck 1~ a mi:mbl!r of the WVU Sporl~ Ila.II of F~mc .and wa~ ,;e1ccted on the ~ix#playcr 19S6.65 
/Ill lime WVU Tcom. 

Randy Donahue (Athlete. I960sJ 
Rand] Donahuo (Wam:n <.unsull<llllw H;gh Sc.;wl. C!a>,; uf 1965). The on:a lh.u make, 

up the lluekcyc Loe.ti School Ui<lricl h.a., hod counUou su,IIM foolbal! player, in iLS annals. 
h .. -w. 1( any, c.'ljoycd Lhc succcs., lhal Donahue did, h~'"\,'Cf. 

Tbc 6 n 1, 235-pour<lcr is n:gilldod a., one of the best lineman in Ohio Valley hisrory, on,,! 
that lofiy ck!lignation 1!1 well Qtpponcd. Oonahul! was lhc l'itst ()V.'\C player lo be acconJcd 
firsl learn Parodt Mata.z.irtt /\II-America hOROI" (1964). Tn Lhc: 196()!,, Ohio w.as divided 
imo jU.'i.t lWU cltssc~ .n f001ball, bJt be !,l1ll rnan.igcd tht.: l'\:!r,,pcC1 nnd admirntion o{ Co.!IChc'!i 
lhroughout th.: Slate ~ hi! wa-s voled a .hruc•timc fiNHC&m AP all-Ohio Cla~s ,\ 5Clcction 
tddcnsivt laeklc as a sophomcm.: and 1utu01 a.n,J oITcnsivc tac'kh: as a scnjorJ. 

The line grc3l was a !our-year starter for Coach Dick Thu.mes' lllue Rambler-.. lltumcs. 
illso a 201 I OV/\C IJall of I-a.me inductee. put togclhcr an amazing siring of ~ucca.c; in the: 
c.lfly '6'1\ anJ Dol\ahut was a TNJOf cog in ttw machine:. Donahue l3S(CJ dcJcatJU!lil onec 
an four ~CM"- a,_,: the R.amhl~ wcnl 9-0-1 9.0, 7 •I• I and 9-0 lM that !.pan. Three nf thO!iiC ~rid . ugg..::m3lllc; c8!'JlUrai 
OV/IC Cla." A clwnpionslup,. 

r>onahuc, who also c~ccll<."d on thl! baseball diamond. s.~adcd i Wam,:I\ Consol11,la.tL"ll ddcn~ whl.Ch 
n;l.vn.lcJ )l.."Ven ~hutoub in his ~or c3mp.ugn. He ru.-oru.xJ 64 1ack.ll!!i and 28 aimns Lhat !!CaSon. H~ .Jcfcm1vc 
staLS as a sopl-.ornort arc striking, (n just nu"k: s.1mcs. the two-way LCtT'Or rci1stcrr.:d 11" w:klcs and 52 ~ms 

Afu:r !IUCh :a sLCllat ptt:p ~r ant.I with ideal sin:, lt 1s no v.·omkr Donahue was showi:rcJ with college football 
~holan;hip orrc~. He evcruually signed :i grant-in•illd with West Vi~mia l:m"lnlly 1·3.le deah turn a crucl blow. 
however, .1.\ in lhc ~urnmc;r befon; ~ left ror MOliani.own, Donahue: lost I.he '¥1!.100 an one. of hi!- eye." in a fl'CU 
wood-cumr.s accident Much lO his cn::dii. he -.lill ~tcmpl.Cd I.O play for Lhc: ~ounui~, b.il t.hc t-~nd,c3p w.1.~ 
100 ml!(;h 10 overcome He l"ClUmoJ home and look a. JOb w1lh Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel and he ;i.l,o 'iCl"\'CU many 
ycil.J"', il." a Wam;:n Towni.hip Lru!itcc. Donahue p.!S.\I.XJ away sc"'-T.lt )'C3r'.'I .ago. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Crag Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

Craig Mil/tr (Bndgeport lligh School, Cla.ss of 1979). He was an all-,~ 
foo,l,all pla)'l:r and <tanCOUL ba.,k<Lball player for tho llul dogs. but ll was ·n 
U"'JCk and ncld when: Miter ~~ rcm:.mbcn!tl ,a!. one o( I.he bc!it LO cwr pcrfonn 
in lhe mi~ VMky. 

Miller had ,upcrb ;i,c at 6 fl 3 and 200 pounds to be the puni>hing fullbock­
lil').:bat:5.L-r :ind lh! rugged post in baskclooll lha? he \\.S, hill lhal si1.c ~ combined 
wilh gn:al speed which he ulili1.cd to c.xcd in lhro.: Wstincl i..-vcnlS in track. Hts 
all-atnund ~Lily dn.-w him lb; Lag a.s I.hi; Hulldog~• m,st vi.."r.wti?c ;uhli.;ll,; sinQ;: 
John Havlicek. 

:\iillcr was lhc gn::aLCst discus thrower of hi~ era. He used his clongall:AJ fra.-nc 
and superb athleticism to t.:cumc lhc ursL Ohio Valley prcpstcr to twirl tho p!auer mur1: Lhan 170 fL'C~ 
cs1abJlihing a new vaJley s1,:md:ird wlth hi,; t72-lU LOU 1n the distric1 mccL as a Sl.:niol". In lhc .32 ye.10. 
sint-c. only Lwo di~l!S throwers have hcucred that mark. Miner wa~ \tat.c runncr-Lp in the di"-CU!i as a 
!\Cnior while also placins 50COnd m th..: BcllaJTc Rcl::iy, M a junior and r,cr.ior. The powerful Bulldog 
also ra.nki:d with the ptcmicr i,;;hatp11111:~ dtuing t~t time. owning .3 bcsl or j2 rcc.t. ~illct was cqu.31ly 
3dcpt on the traCk whcll: he wa'i a prime-time high hurdler. rc.L'.ordin,g the best time in tht: Ohio Vall1,,.-y 
a-. a 5-C:--.ior wilh a ~on;hing 14.7 docking. 

~illcc wa., also a thnx-ycar lelLcn-n.sn at nndgepon 1n ha,kcthal! when,: he wa!I the lt;.iScJ.irtg 1'1,:hourulcr 
for COO(;h Frank Baxter C.ll.;b ')cason. Milter averaged 15.4 points a game as a si.:nior. 

Zn .-oolhall, he ~amcd all-Ohm, a?i-OVAC and all-VaLcy booms afttr a scmor vcnr which ~w l'lim 
total 105 points. which included three field goals and 21 k1cl:1ng PAT,. a.nolher ,ign of his all-around 
ta!cms JC..: wa~ a Mocking full hack. hut still managed 422 yards on ju~L 90 tote.'> ror the 9-1 Bulldog~ of 
Coach Dave lln.mey He olso ••cragcd 40 y:ud, per punL 

nc opted to ar.-ctpl a "ocnb.111 scholao.hip to ~iami of Ohio L.;niV\::-sily. whr.n: he lettered four yc..an 
a\ a ti.ght end and wa.; accon.Jcd an-MAC honor'$ as a junior. 

Willie Clay (Athlete - I980s) 
Willie c1a, (lins!y Schoo!. C!a,- or !9S8J. Thi, former Cadet did i1 ,II during 

his four ycar!I. on lhc Whcclins campu!I.. While earning lcucn in 1hrcc !iopon.\. 
ii wa..\ on the rootball licld wht!fl! h.c made his higg.:"-l impact to the Cadcl~. 
program, 

Cla)' w~ lhc l.lJlQUC\lioncd le.Ider and most rccogni~ player on teams which 
won !.l consccu1i"VC camc11 and rocon:icd ll'lc firn. 1wa undc(c:u.cd ~son5 in the 
~hool'i. hi!tLOry when iL finjd1cd 10-0 in 1~86 and 9-0 in 1987. l:.S..;ciling as adcfon• 
si\.'C back, wide recL.'1vcr and kick rc1umcr.Ctay c.amcd numerous pon~a!lon honon 
during hb canx:r. At a senior. dc$piLC the. Cade~· 1\1.n-first o1Tcn$.ivc $Ch.cmcS, Clay 
~~ :a ealch JO pa!I.~\ for 428 yard;'i: and five lnuchdown!I.. He also took lwo 
kickorr~ Nd for touchdowns and h:Jd live inll!R."Cptions. Uc was named all-St.all!. 
a!I-OVAC o.-:c all Valley. He was Lhc <•!)(ain of lhc big-school team aJicr hi, ,cniur sca,on. 

011 the: bukclbaJl coun. Clay led the Cadets in his ~nior \C3S.On whh a J7 . .5 poinl$ per game avcDgc 
while ,hootins 48 pctt'cnt from Lhc noor. He alfoo pa-s\C'd ou1 I70 as~i11t11 en mute to earning a..11-0VAC 
and all-Valley. 

Jn lh-c; spring, Clay Iii up area baseball diamonds. He bau.00 .423 as a Sl'flior and \1i,a.s named a.JJ.QVAC 
and all-Valley. 

Oc,piLC hi~ succe~s 011 so many ~utl:l.Cc!S. il wa1 footb&Jl ah.al Wil.!ii hi'\ callint al the next lcvi;I. Clay 
acc:.:plcd a 'SCI\OIU"ihip 10 attend Gcor&ia Tccb lJni\-'cn.ity where he earned all-ACC hono_rs lwice. At on.: 
1i:ne, Clay hdd 1hc Ydlow Jackets· school 1'1.'(.'0rd for intert:cp1.ion~ ( 16) an.er su.nin~ in lhc defon,ivi: 
b;,ckficld fo[ 1.hrcc sc:ison!i. 

[n 1992, Clay \\·as d~ftl!d in lh.c c:1ghlh !OUod by the Dctt01t Laons :tnd p_l3.yal cig,h1 !.C:>.!i(U'IS ~n <':'C Xl-1 ... 
lie atw playOO for lhi! :,.;l.-w England Patnou. for lhnx ~a~on, and one wuh lhc :'\r..-w Orlcan\ Samt,. All 
1old, he pl•yed in ! 18 :s;J'L game, and •Lartc<l 90. 

T.J. Hannig (Athlete - 1990s) 
1'.J. flanni~ (Un<ly Schoo!, C!a« or !996). Thi< lhrcc-,pon Cadet <1andou1 

c,u;~ll.:,J ~ an. all-aroun.J alhlt:le, bul it wa., un th..: WI.Xl:t' field when: he made his 
biggest 1mpacL 

I lannag earned four lc11.Ct!ii rnr the C~cL, i:l!ii their !lwtin, goalkcq'ICt' for 1eart1s 
which poslcda 70.13,JO rucord Included in Lhosc =sons werc LwoOVAC :d!-<:lass 
uues in 1992 anJ 1994 Tho Cadets were "·innmg lhcsc 1iacs b<causc oppo,;,ng 
~m~JU."iilcou!dn'l get the ball pa.,t Hannii. who ~t the Oh\oYallcy rccOfd w1lh 41 
,an:cr shu\oulS. O\'Cral), he: owned Ill O.S8 goals aga1nsl ave.rag.;. Hls aplolls die.In I 
g~ unno1iccJ He was 1wice named oll-OVAC and cnpuuru:d Lhc oil Valley !Cam ._, a 
~,or. He wa., :iJso nam..:d ( ia.oradc Player ,1r lhc Year and a ltuodt AJl-Am&:ncan 

On the h.t.sk~1b3.II L.-oun., Har.nag blossomed as .a scrnor. \Wring ncar·y 17 pomt,;. a game amJ grabbing 
eight rchounds en route 10 all-OVAC aud all-Valley ac,;olodc,. In ~-.,,;l anJ field, I lannig L'lmpcLL'<i in a 
bevy d' even LS. bu] iL was in the ton! J.llfflP whero he "mod ouJ He set I.he OVAC record with a mark o( 21 
feet. 7 3/4 n<:hcs and won lhtCc L'Unf(ter'IC.:~ uUc'! (high hurdlc!i high ·llmp and tong jump\ 

J lannig acccp1e..."C! a scr.olarsh ·p for !i.OC.Xer to lhc L:nivcrsi1y of Indiana where he started in net tram 1997• 
20CK) an<l I mshcd ~o I in IL' hi~lory wuh 42 '!hu1out, and ~ond 1n vJetorks (6~) The Hoosic~ played 1n 
r~,ur cons.ccuuvc 'SC.M Final Fou~. winning lhc XCM tiLlc!ii 1n 1998 and 1999, dcfcallng Sw,ford t3 I) 
and Sanu,Clo.ra{I (,J. rcspccllvcly Hann g a.nd OV,\C and :-:111\ llall o J'amcr John Tl» icck (llndgcpon 
H1gM arc Lht:: OtJly 1wo OVAC prnduc;t" to pt~>· in lhn;c con~cutivc ~CA/\ lit1c game~ Hann·,•~ name js 
all OVi."f lhc Indiana l:mvcr"i.y cccon! hook. He rank'i 'i<:vcm.h. a. It: w11h t 76 'iaves. and the 23 v1c\orit::s in 
JIJ<J~ are u,:d Or lh..: mos~ ~n a ~ii.Un. 

M.-r his co lcgiaU! carocr, Hannig wa.'i 1,Cl.ccLCd ln I.he ML.<; lJrafl anJ ~pent time w1Li,, D.C. t:n,tcd. I-le. alM> 
plctycd for the PtLL'iburgh Rin7hOuhd'i. 

Ashley Battle (Athlete - 2000s) 
Ashley Batik (Limly School, CLl>s or :?0001. Who:, o,kcc! lO name l!-c grcau:st gills' 

basl<ctbal~ pli)'CJ'I in Ohio Valley hi~ocy. this former Lady t..:ldcL~· ni?mc is always one r,f 
Lht:: f~t mcnr.io"'-'d. And rot good n:a.'iOn.. 

Daul..: am .... cd on 1hc J.imly ampus at th..: urging or )Omc or her family and fricrub 
10 get hi.:r away from lhc rough f.CCtion or hcc homc1owt1 or Pittsburgh. She wcnL to 
Lin\ly to Lake an admi\Sions tCi.l prior to entering high .-.chooI and !'il:l;mingly the rQSt 
was h1~1ory. 

When ihc .a.rri\lOO at Unsly. the: girts· ba!.lr.L'lhall LCam w:b it.r\l&gling. but she helped 
Lum LhaL around quickly 0.1d c-vontua!ly led Lins!y Lo illl undefeated ,cason m ! 998-99. 

At Un~Iy. ,he became Lhc M:hool's all,;,imc leader in numcmu~ M.aLiUical categoric,, 
including poin1, (l,53ZJ, rebounds (H2JJ, mi«s (3HS) onu steals (371), 

She w11 namW OVAC. Clt~s A Player or lh~ Year four cooscculivc scasoos and was 
a thro.:-timc all·Swc pack in Wes.l Virginla. 

Aitcr nxea..,1ng countlC!ili rccru111ng Jeuc1s, Jl:1ttlc eventually cho.-.c to conlmuc her can:cr al Lhc t.:nivc;n,1ty 
ofConna:11cu1 o..:r tho !ik<s of Duke, Penn Stale and St.1nfortl 

At l.:Conn, ~he ,-;;i,n~ w1th Dnuma Taurai.1 and '.\1::in.t Con.on and hcl?LXI lead lhc l..ady Jlusluc'Ji '-u lhn:c 
XCAA Sat.anal Champi.onship!i., 1.nduding an undcl"ca.tcd ~ an 2003 

Haulc w;u il !-~andoul on Lhc dcrcns1vc end fl! 1hc floor as. evidenced by Lhc rac1 th.ll. she won lhc IJ1g u,. 
Dcfcn·m-"C P?a)-cr or l~ Year :i.ward. but ,he abo Kon:d 1 ,OOOcan:cr points. 

Da!dc·. whu OWl'I.~ a d<.-grcc ~n rnatkcLut,1 and tX:onomu;~ rtarn L'Cont1, wa~ drafted by ScaiJc in U".c !r.C(.'or:.:. 
round at t.hc .:!~ W~BJ\ IJ:-2f..i. S!'ic Lhc..'1 ~1;ncd with the :0,.cw York Ubc:.ny o( the W:0,.81\ in 2006 and s.hc 
al,;o spent umc ?'.aylng J~ Sea.~ :llld SanAn101110 All told !lhc :ap~ Ln 142 W°'RA (i:amcs and J\rC~cd 
1\-'C poinL\ per ,~c She aho pl3.)'Cd prorc!IMOru..l ~ 1n Spain in 2007 and 2008 

Pat Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

l'aL Mi!!.:r Ill (Shadyside High School. Class or I !179). lie wa. able to do whaL [cw 
a1h 4;:tcs can do. lhal bcin& a sl~r an lwo "-J>Orl~ during lhc r..1.me sc.as;on. 

Miller was nolhi~g, !i.hon of \Cnsationa1 for 01.c Tigers in baieball, lcuering four 
;.imcs His tn:.mcnduus di::ummd tJm.; did nnlhing !41 advc~ly impacl hi~ Lrack career 
where he wa.~ equally a.'> c.-.ccpUonal. 

Th,; lalcnh.:d ligcr was ailso :, ,11;llar gridd,;r and •hu po,sc,,._,,i lhc pruwcs, Lo 
gradual<: wilh a 3.94 c;rA. 

'.\.1illcr taptain,.;d \he Tiger ba.KbaU team ~ as a Junior and' a SL.niuc . .he Ian.er 
seas.on one;: in which he hit for a ,;jnling ,43t a"Cragc-. Thnt pm,,;:d. n spnngboatd lo 
be sclccicd to participaLc in lhc All-Ohio lla.cba! Senc,. 

I le w:i~ ~lcc1cd an EOlJL all•!i.Lar aH (our '-Ca~on~ and all-La,u;m o,~lnc: 1hm: sl.':3SOns. ~ illcr'\ diamond 
c11.ploil\ earned him a ba$Chall scholarship .o Ohio l:mvcrs1ty 

While hi!. ptcp baseball n.:1,umc is qu11c ghucnng. il m:iy ~ 3 back!,,C3t to h1i track and icld acC'lmp,lis:'I• 
mcnl'\. ~illcr ach1cvct.1 the.: uJtimatc by winning lhe_ sui.tc pole ,·aull utlc m t979. He also Jin;shcd ,1xlh m lhc 
hlgh hurdle~ in lhc !,;J.mc !ill\C mccl He won virt.uaHy \.-"\'Cry pule vaull l.ompcll .iun ~ a ~nior, eM:l.'P", ~vr the 
lh!ll.3:in: Relays whi<:h wa.; in iL\ h1..-yd.iy. :\-11 lcr 1Aras thitd 1n the poll! v.:>.ull and lhird 1n I.he h.J,Ch hurd:i: ... n\ 
'.hat mC:Cl. lir.i~hin,g .lS lhc top local scorer 1n lhc ~Lille"s ~ond-1:ltlc~t IT'.!Xl at Lhc umc. 

The lCrnfic Tifcr wa, a lW<'-limc a?I-Val!ey honnrcc and was sclccLCc 10 The lnLCll!gcnccr'< all-Decade 
Tra,:kTcam. 

I le enjoyed much irid1ron succcs'i. dS well The ha."d•n..nmng Tiger earned 3lJ-Ohm hooor!i. holh h1s . un1or 
and senior campaign,. The lhrcc,ycar gnd :cucrman wa, finL Learn al!-OVAC. all-V:dlc-y and oll-c.1sLCm 
DisU'ict hi!. last two ~sun:,. 

Mtlkr. who 'icrvcd as lhe Tigcrs • captam zts a <,;t::mor rollowcd m l'11s ralhcr's footo;tcps and played m the 
OVAC AII-SLar Game. 

Sharon Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 
Sharon »n«nl •St C!am.v1!k: High Schoo Class of !981 l This Lady Kai Devil 

wa,; casilv one of 1hc m~1 dccnrauxi and ~~ufol ri.pnnter\ ever to grace I.he ovals in 
(he Ohio Volley. 

Vim:cm f>nishcd her prep career wtlh c1ghl swi: ml!dab and led St. C. 10 us (Kl!y \late. 
dwnpionri.hip in ~hool h~~OI)' in June: nf 9gr ln. Lhai: '.'il..31.C meet her senior se&f.On 
Vinccnl cappc;:d. llll 1,mckfQtcd cam))Algn an hol.h lhc; Ilk) and WO-mc1er da~hcs by ,;print­
ing to Lhc otlSAA swe championship~ an both cvcn1s 1n •2.18 and 24.79, rc!'.pccli'\'cly. 

Vinccnl won a 'l.lale goJd :u a ,ophomorc as wcU M a rncn:.bcr of Lhc L;idy Red Dc.-vils • 
440.yard rciay leml. She was lhc !ital.t:: runnl!l' .. llP 1n the 200 and placal fiflh in Ill..:. 100 lhal 
sca~on. Prior 10 h!C3k.ing chmugh in Ct1lumhc.l\ as a scruor. Vincent was tile stale ruMCt-up 
in lhc JOO ;inc.I bron.1.c rru.-dahst in lhc 200 a,; a Jun «. 

The only i:xlivu..lua! Im~ Vw:cm 1;uffcnxl :is a ~mo: c:imc an IN: wOO,-mc.,,..:,r dash a.i the 
district mcc1 what: she lOOk third.. bul stall ra.n an impcasivc S8.7 En mute 10 her sl.31C ma...1. p::rf'OITIU.--.a::.-., athlc1c1 
cnmpCIOO in liQ:lJ~.._ and di.!i.l,ru;t.\ w~ she. won 19 champton.Wps, -~he was~ Lhn;.c-.unc s.r;:d.J.an.;i.l md dl\lna L..D 
al¥l 200,mo:u,r champ;oo. 

Iv. ll'E OVAC :m.c.!L. Vincent wun a ~uta.1 UI 12 cunfi;n:nc:r champiOO!ihips. Shew~ a thn::c.amic champ,on m tx6 
L'lc I 00 and 200. Al Lhc time of her gr.w.iualion. VmccnL held c1g!,t mw. n:conls ...i Lhra: a!l-omc Oluo V:illc-y records. 

Vmccn1, who ~uu holds the toll. 200 .md 400-mctcr dash. ~hool rocord.~. wa., n.1mcd St Cl;ur!iva tc 1 Mo~l 
Valuab!I! ALhk:1c four Lime, and wa, aJ~o named all•DiSIJ'\Cl Alhleh.:. of I.he Year She also competed in Lht::. prt'l.h• 
gious ~idwc,1 Mo.:t or Champion?. in 1hc i-oo.mc:tcr dash u'I l98i 

I\J\cr he, pn:p can:cr, VU1C1:1U acccptcd , schol=hip lO !::a,u;m Kauucky t..:ru,=i1y. She compaal then: [or two 
!iC3.'iOns hcrcxc uamforring LO The Ohio S1~ l:nivci,;ity where ~he rompla.cd her hachclor or am dqrec in ccnnomicri.. 

Vir.ccn1. who w;,s inducted to 1hc S1. C!airsvillc Alhlctic I lall or 1•amc as a member or 1hc l 98 l it:l.tc c.hampjon­
ship team and I.hen in 2007 a,; an individual alhk."te. la.Ice~ a m;151er's lk..-grcc rrom Oucib:in. 

Quincy Wilson (Athlete - 1990s) 
Quincy W&Uon (Weir tfigh. Clas!i of l 99Y). Thii ronncr Red Rider wa'i a multi-,pol"t 

s1andou1. bu1 h was on I.he football Ucld where he camcd hilii highest .u.·cla.im. 
WilM>n n..'Wrotc Oh.io Valley and West Virginia. record books a!i h~ h.clpoo'. lead Lhc Red 

Rider\ to Lht:: 199& Wi:~I Virglrua Clas.lo AA Sl.31.C ctwnp:onship. 
As a SA.::nior on the sl~c champ,1on:,.hip sqund. WiJ~n lx..-amc lhc fii~l Ohio Valk')' and 

Wcsl Virg1n1a prep ,uhlr..11! 10 ar.::c:umul.u.c J.000 yan.ls in a sca!ion. All LDld. Williion rushed 
for 3.262 yilCds. He scored an Ohio V~lcy rcc:ord 47 lOl.lChdowns and fLnishcd. with 282 
(Mllnl!i, wh.ich is sccnnd h&;st :iJ ~l1mi; in lhc Oh.in VallC)', lt.ililinc only J.sck Simons nf ~cw 
Cumt.:rland, who ,cored 288 po,m, in 1919. 

Wll$un. , 'our-year lcUcm1an. r,rushcd hi> J)l\.'P = wilh 6,!62 )'1,1\l>. but 5,624 or lho>c 
c,mc dunng his juruor ...i senior ,.:a.,on, sina: ?-c pL,yal prim.,nly on defensive during hi, fll>l 
~wo ~ffln.~. l·or his can:cr. he c.corcd 9J tnuctxlowru, and S64 pojN§.. wtlh all but <.C\'CTI. TI)!. :m:1 
44 poinl.s c.:a.mc durin& hi) JUr\lot a.r.d ~iOT 5Ci1.SOr1!,. Vvilson look h.is p!ay lo another k..,-cl when th..: i)O\lscason rolled 
aruw,d_ lie ,ct all-woe 'llb1 V,rguua nx»nls -.ilh ! .67! yanl> and 23 lOUCtduw:ls in S<.'\'\:n playolt garr.c,. lnLludcd is 
a singto-g:lffll. nx:ord or 327 yatds. ln 1998 !IWl:. li.Lk game :igairt.'it Dupont. Wilson r.t.."I fur 2SO yards. a.'ld two~-

Wll~ won rcirty every ()Ml~"-On awam imaciNhlc. f le w.L.\ named Ga!or.K:k: Swc l'laya or ll'1: Y~ and uwm 
1b.: Kcnn.:dy Av.w'd wilh s,uo·s J.R Jfousc after-tw.: fini~ fOIJM in~ balloting A.'i ajunicr. lie wa., namaxi fil'!!ii~ 

a!I-Sl:IIClWiccW~ Lhc All-Valley leant ""1-L":icc named a!l-(JVi\C. Hca!so playcdbaskaba!J a, Weir Hi,h. 
Nk:c ac.o.:punt a ~h.oli1t5,h.ip lu WeM Virginia t.,;ni,.-cnny, Wtlson fou.:hl hl!i- way up llu.: dcp.h chan a.-W lhruugh a. 

n,,.xiical n.xt~hirt before buNllng onto 1hc 'iiO..~ in a big way in 2(XJ3. I h: ran ror I JKO yan:1~ and J 2 1o~hdo,,1r1·n~ en 
route .o b.:1n, named WVU\ Utrcn~[vc MVI' and won the I.Cam\ award fur a.II-around cxcdlL'OCc. WilllUl'I pliyl.:d in 
44 xamc, 111 wvi.;, runrung •or 2,60ll yanb aruJ 20 n,, He aJ,o caughl 20 bolls 

Wi~sun was lhcn i;c;li.:(;lt.-d. in th4: ~"',;nth ruc.od ~ ~ 21 ~ p1ay.;r 1:1.lu;:, by lhc Allao1a Falcons. He Wib n:lca~ 
and eventually !r>lCrl\:d wtlh \hi.: C.:jncinruui Hcngals. wilh whom he sp.:.nt p:uts 11[ four !le3sons. lie wa'i also drafl.C.C 
in Lie in~ugura? UH >raa hy Lhe J-lorida Tu!ikcrs. 
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Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (OVAC Contributor) 
Burd~ll·•Jimnty'"Carry 1Fullau:-.hcc H1~h School. Cla.," t>f 1913). HIC' i., thlC' onl) 

l;tlach in lhC" Ohi(l \'.:illcy AthlC"tic Conference and the ~t.:itc of We" Vi'l,inia to v.·in 
~1.;icc: chan,;1iuu,h1p, in <hn:C' ... ptlrt., t'1""-ltt,.>lf. ha,k~th.l!I and ha.-.chall 

Cot«\ ~tll h,.,, liN 1a,1e of coaching 1,1,·nh lO ye.ir.. at hi!\ ah11.1 Im1ter, Fl"lll.1:hhtc 
High. t>C'tore nk'"·in~ 10 \\.eir lhgh CCI a.")rll~t 0\'AC lfoll ,~f Fa,nc:r Carl lfainill :.lnJ 
hcgm .1 ~5 year Red R1der care-er. 

Cart\ coad1c:-d \\'cir to W V.1. Cla,,. A,\A fomh•1II mlc, 111 JIJ57 1-11}. J961I 
(LO- I) ;Jnd. I9hl 110· l .tnd h1:- ltJ5:{ k.ltn w;b II. I, lc;Nni nnl> ~~, e,·cntual .,t.at~ 
d1,unpi,,n P;,rJ;~r:-hUf1!.. In ,i, M!.1$011)1,, ( 1956-61 ). hi, 1caini- lk>-'ICU a S~-t I n:-corJ 
and u.·t,n tv.o 0\ AC Cla,, AAA chc1n\pi1)n:.hip)I, { I 1)5i :.tlld I 958J. 

tn h:i.,k~I00.11 Ca.rt\' cruchcd Weir Inr I.\ .,;c:.1.,0I1' I J'J56-6X}. compi lni; ;i re~"t.1nl of I7!'1- I l~ Uii. 1e.am!io 
madt 1h~ W. \·::i. Cl1~~ AAA ,ill( s.:im(' thm: ,u;iii;:ht years. winninJ:_in 1%3 ."·i1h a r«ord (l! 2(1.:i,, Th< 
1962 leam v.·.1, 2-l,t ::mi.I I.he 19~ tc:un h:.td a .B-~ ree<>rd. o,·t:raU. h1~ Red Rider h1'lt1p 1can1-. u.·urt :-c\'cn 
:-c..:1ion.il 1i1lc:-'i. fh-·C' res.ion.:il cr'own., and m.1dc: four ,1.11e 1oumamc:nt .lf"f"IC'ilC'allCc!i, while :il.-.o winnin,;: 1wn 
O\AC \.hamp1<,n,h11,:r,, r l <)t,: and 19"4). 

In ha\C."hall. he ~uic.kJ Weir' 10 1iVC' ~tme I1,urn:JInC'nl h(rthll. anc.l lhc onc•cha.•b \\. \a _..,,nc:- d1amp1onsh.1r 
m 1959 \\.hile al:-n 1,1,c111ning four .... mught 0\AC lilk)I,, 

Can:y wa.,:,,elt'\.:to.l thl! WC":-1 Viri;imaA11,Sr-c'l(tCoac:h1>r'1)'1c- \~ar in IIJSM lie I,J mcmhtr of the We:-1 \i~itu;.i 
Sport,. ~(.'.lit of r.ln~: the Ll)llef ()h10 Valley Di>p(lC'f Dan tfall (If F.unc and liit Weir I l1gh Hill) of Farl"lc' 

\\t::11 tli~h n:ut)ed ils hk~lhall )l,cad.1uin i1\ h1,;, honor 
,\t Foll::in:.l'IC'C ll1gh. Ca~~· 1,1,•::i., a mull1-.. p.ll1 .athkl~ who WC'nl on to play lhr~c i.1,)('lnli,_ (foo1hall, ba.•k<I• 

hall and OO.'>C'b.1lh .at G~orp:t: Wi,hing1or1 Um,·er~i1y bcfof'C' mm:-fcrrmi; ::me;.! ~r;1Ju;mn, Imm We:-1 LIb(rty 
Sl;.11< CoJlc~c 

Gene Ammirante (Coaches) 
Grne ,\mmiranrf 1 \\. hcc- ng CcmrJ Ca1holic Hc~h School Cla:-, of 1969,. \\'hen 

\"UU think of AmmirJnh:. n>u 1hmk of ta•o thmp - pm,,Ion ~d "'uc.·a..·c~,. During h1s 
~-yeJr CJt«t .1., he~ ho~ ... -ba.,kclhi1ll '-,,a.:h at Bellaire Hifh, "Co;K"h A •• di~play.:<l 
pl~ntr ot' 1h..! fom~r and ach~\ .. "CI plenty of 1~ l:mcr. 

1\mn,irantc began hi:. coacbin£ car\.''Cr' in l 9i6 a!o .:In ,bsi)l,1an1 t(l Mark Mao; .JI 
Bclt:iire before bc,ginnins a su~s:-.ful run ~:. hc.:i.d .. ·oo<!h of 1he- 81~ Rt1J.. 

He com1t1lcd .ln 1mprf.'s.,in• .:71-20!i c.:ire,:1 ri:cor<l ;11 Bdl;orc. chc an cimc hc)l,t 
c-o:ich;ni: rl!cord in boy~· b.1.,l..t"1barl a1 rh~ .'w.:hool 'fh:.H 1ndu(.lcd J 189-' I m.i.sk 4u.r~ 
)ni:: chc JlNQr, . .an J'-'Cr.li?,t' of 19 wins ~r ~ason during. Iha; llH·c.1r span 

Belli>ire Hi!?,h achieved li)p 2(1 rank1n~s in Oh11) l "lj 1in'IC)I, o11d~r Amm1t.lJ)lt:, won 
1-' Ohl(' \alJe1,· ,\thlt?IIC Conl'crt.•nc~ chJmp1onshir,s. J4 li,\.°\:11•)031 CR)WH!ii. ,i't d1..,1tic1 1idc, and one rej;1on11J 
champmn:-h1r, a.,. Bell:ure cami:d IL, t'ir.,,.t i:wr-1rip tot~ OHS AA Div1s1on m S1.1te Tflum,unem ••f-lnal Four'* m 
20J~-<». t),·mg the- !>Choo !'«Ord fo, wm, (221 bcfone Jo,.111i 10 \Cr.;itlles m dooblc•IJ\'CRime m lhc :-i:milinals 

Hi~ 1cam~ pos.lcd cwo undde•ucd h!'gul.ar SC.t'-l.1ns, gomg ~o.o m l993.9.J i>lld :cx,5-06. and lWo 19-1 
r~con:h; and. lhl." 20115 06 1.:-am hroki: 1ht schrol rcoonJ wich .?3 \'1CCM1C:-. 

.\m,1n,1: ,mmirancc )r, numerous aw.ird~ Wc!h!' .. ('0;1ch ('If lhc Ye.ir"' for Ohto Di..,1:-100 IL 1he b:-.ccm 
D1:-1nc1 3nJ D1!olflct t2 a., v.·ell ;b lhC' 0\ \{.. ov1:ra11 ··ce)a('h of IJl(' Ye.ir .. m 2011'.\.C~ and th~ 800 ,m,:en 
\Y.ard for 20 con~t!cutn·i: \'i.'ars :.11 chi: :.amc )l,C'hool i: IW6) 

He was abo ~lcch:'1 t(l co.ll. h the S,>uch -.qu.:id in 1hc :1nnu.i Uhu, ;-.:onh-Sl,ulh •\II Siar Game u1 
Coluinhui- m 1997 

He :.erwd .1., G.>mC' DIrec-1or for the Samuel A ~lumley 0\AC -\ll•Slar B:zsJ..clh.'.111 Cl3sMC on C\1,0 dif­
fon:-n1 occ:1.~I011., and ".;tilJ x111·~ on 1hc commi11ee: foundc-d and dlt1!.::1cd 1hi: 0\.·\C: B.:i.,ki:tb:ill Clin;c for 
~•x ,·ea~. ii. dircclor of th(. \\'hcchni Rc.:rc:itlon Department:- Youth lia.,kcth:ill l>rngr'am, :ind ,tantd th.: 
annual Saturday ~1omms;: f-und.>menl.ll f-ccdcr Prog,r,1n, and 6J..,;kc1b.1II CJmp ~l Bellaire. Hc ri."<.'Ci\'~ 11\c 
OVACs l:arl H;ibcrticld So\.'s· th,)r,kc(Nll Coad1c)I, \ward m 21112. 

\mo,jran~ f«(Iv«1 lm,hochcJor\ de~'( from \\c~ Li!,ctty Stat,cCollc~ 111 f97J :ind hL..,, ma.~l!r:. trom Wc.~1 
\ iri:inia uruwr.-iry in 1'1i6 

Bill Tonini (Official) 
Ril/TonirriCAw!la (P.J. l High S"hool.Cb~,; of 1940>. "Pl:!y ball'"Con•.idcrins 

1~ f...cl 1ha1 h1-. career J,- .m umpire S(>J.tlllr,..-d .:m mcn.'<lihle :.cn.·n decade-,. I1t•r­
hap .... no one has uncn..'t.l 1ho.-.c word~ mon.• th..in Tonin1. 

H~ :'\fknl a 1otal l'>f 52 )C'M,. working coun1lc:1;,; hasc-h.1I I g;imer, thmughrmt 
the Ohio \'al1c:, and bc,·olld rrorn 1957-:!010 1,1,•h1lc abo i.cf\·ing JO yi:at~ a,;, a 
l(X'>lhall olfici;I :ind IO 

0

\(J" ;j'i:; t-,.:,,,;k~lhall n:-lt'n:-e. 
Hi" c:i.pe:nt,c: :i" an uinpin:. prhnarily behind home plah:: c~llirlg ball,; :ind 

"1riJ..c:-. tarni:J Tonini num(rou.; hi~h ,;ch1>0I pos1 ~ea .. on a~!l.ignment~. indud­
iog lh·t." ,w.1C" 1oun1:1Im•nt-. in Ol1lo and lh·e in Wi::-t Virg:ini.:i. Hli!' al~ urnpif\"-0 
mon: 1han 30 ,1~ars of OVAC Toum:.11111.·nt ;,1.1,:1100. 

Tonult "'Orled \:CAA Di\'1~ion ti I Collc:g,; World Seru::,. g:m1ei. in ~faru.•ua 
•• lolal of Ill lime:-.: !ioCWrnl .SCAA Divbion I .game~ im·ol,·ing Ohio State ,md Ohio Uniwr'-ity: a 
hose of t\mcncan 1....et:ion £!.!me, in the- :-ummcr and threl! ycan. in the minor lc~gucs. including 1he 
'ionh,,:e~l Ltaguc 111 Eugene. Oregon and \\alla W::illa. \\.a,;,hlllglon 

He :d:,,o W.t1' an 111:,..Lru<:lN at 8111 Barr\ l mp1rc School lt1 W!!SI Palm Be:ich. Flond;l. 
Tonini l "1 in 1hc \\'~"'l<"m Pc:nn,,· vanIa Soccer H.1LI of Faine :.ind he l'~Ce1\'L"d a ,r1e-c1al a\\.~ird fron, 

1h'-= Uppc:r Oh1u \ltlky 0:1ppcr [);m Oub . . 
A hich r-Ji..'\:OrJC<d \\orld \\ar IJ \'l!ICr:Jn "h() rcct."1,·ed commeIlda11orh from holh lhc Un11ed 

.Sl:lt,r:, ;nd Frww\'. tlw 9Cl-)ear (ll<l To111n1 n:-,ulc, i11 H;1m1ihod 

Tom 'Bear' Bechtel covAC Family) 

1'om ·•Btar•· IJ~tl11tl (Wheeling Central Hi,:;h s~·hooJ. Cla.-..-. of l%9t. Conuni~,1.:tncr, 
direc1or. C'fftciJJ ... 81.'t'hltl w,e:ir,. R\:lfl}' hal~ in the atl\ktlC' l\'.'.:tfm. and he Wl!ars lhcm wt JI 

He i:-. :i loni;-timc m('mbcr of 1h~ Q\',\C Softball Comminc:ie. currently .~C'\·ing as 1ht 
(JVAC Sofcb:ill Commh;.sioner ;11nd h;i.., beC'n Game: Director of lhc annual Samlk: A 
~lumltv CJV:\C All•SI~ Ba.,l,;t1ball Cla~-.1c ~m..:e :!OH5 

Al'> u~ official. Bech1d ha!<. wurkfil .area h,ih S4-h~.._,1 ~•rth..111., b.l,.,kctt'iall ;;md fooc.baJ 
i::ime, dwin~ hai:k co I~7..i lie foundci<l th( ()hio \'..iUt~• Btl.lrd l)t Sof~b.ill UmI1irc" ~I"\• 
u,. a.~ ~«~ta~· for l ! )tar.-: w.i., an Ohi11 \::alley OOic1ab Uoard otfK.·c:-r for 111\)ft' 1h.ln 
20 ~c....,,._: ;md ha., d1Ci..ttd f('l(IC00.11 1)I.iyoff i::amc', in Ohio and WC'\I \'irtinb f('tr more 
lhan :o \'C'.l~. lk ha, worlial 26 :.lat< 1oum.;11ncnb in ~lftha11 ::ind six )l,tate dtampmn~h11• 
c.in1e, j~ fonthvll. 
.. 11c al\.ll un1pi~, )l,ofth.111 in 1h-=: \\·(_,.1 Vf(J!:1ru;;i Conlcrencc 

In I 1J9ll, he OCc.in~ lilt fir.-t Wesl Vi'l!inia r«Ip1c-nt 1)( the- :'\.1uonal fcdcr.111011 N S1.11c fl11=.t1 ", he..,, 
A,;\(X·ialil)n,,..' Ot'ficfah, Au:anl. 

Ba:h1cl ha., t>tt,t ditt<..'f,lr of 1he Ci1y of Whrclin~ Ro.Tt:ali<'n Ocr,ar1n1em i.it~ l•JiJ. ;;icl1'-'d}' ('lf\11111 , in~ ,·ari1lU, 
\'OOlh ,rc-,rt., .u.1.i,·itie.. He fouru..lcd lhe Wh«lin~ Recn:.uion Sum1T'k!r BiLr,l.clh.ill Lr-,~-uc- ..,.h~h ha., iru\l·u 10 1nore 
ihan 11)0 ~J.m,; nrµni,.<'(l 0'( annu.iJ \\'h«Im~ Ba.J.e1hall Sh.1'101001 which ha., t>nMJ~I nt.11~1&:'n.xJi- h1~h prollk ath­
lc1es ;o th< are.a: and O\CNC')I, tJlC' J.B. Ch-,n~r,, 1-f'"O Compk, wluch ho:.t'- n~ th.::m 2J-'IO ha-.ch:ilJ ;md ,olCbaU 
i:.in1~.111nually. .. 

A ba..,kctb::ilt and ba.,c-hall player al Whc-c 111J Central 111gb he j?r.xlu:n~ fn,m \\ hcc- mr C11lle~c 111 19 :t .111d 
"l<n·ed a:. an a,),..,;i,.;t.1n1 h.1!iL.('1ball C(l.>t;h chen: from 974 7t,: 

lie ha~ M!'rvcJ .l.' .1 col11r an.:il),I IN WTRF T\ on foo1tial and h,'L,kc1ha bri.l.Jdca.,l!o Vt.·<\rkc:d :J~ a radio 
:;mnounccr ri•r t1a.,kctball g.an1e:-: anJ u·:i., the put>IK' aJ<lrc~~ announc.:-r JI Wheel n;. JcMl < Lnl\·cr~it, home 
1,a:-.kcthaU \!amc~. Uc- i:- .11:i,o Jirc-clOr' uf 1hc az111oa t.nJ~,·, Catlu1li<'.' 8.i.,kcth:i ~ Toum.1mcnt n Wht"C ni 

B1.-ch1d fc"·d,·C"d Che Rohtrt S. ~fcK-1:h:c~ MC"1t1unD \warJ from lhC' JtrlC'r Oluo \all,:, 0.:J('fl(r Dari Club 
ill .2iN.18. 

Charles 'Red' Donley (Media) 
Cllarltl ··Rd"' !Jonky (Wdlshu~ Hif!h S<:hool. ("la.-..-. o{ 19-11 Art ~.irly PIOJ'k:f."t of r.w.ho 

:.ittd h:lcvJ:-Km bt'Wr.k:a.,lin~ in lhc: Ohio \'aJlcy, DonJ.:y &ot , Man .,r WST\'·A~l r.idio in 
19,:1,6 ...,here he ,;,cl"·cd a, pfay•b)'·pl.1y ;1Mounccr for high .1£hool food>:111 and i,a,ke1baCL 
~am,:,;, am.I w;1., !h..- lr>Cation \ :-pon., diree1or 

In 195-l. when WTSV-TV Channel 9 (nov.· \l.'TO\.'} went on the air. Donky hccami: 
the ,fll.)11., director .ind 1'00n 1.hert,1ftc:r. wa., :.ck•ctci.l 10 wort wlth Joe Tui;ka on J>ln-.tiurgh 
Stccler..· broc:w.f,:a,1:.. :i p.J!i,ition he hc:Jd frun, 19~5--h~. 

He .;.11:-(.• annoum'OO hor.< rJdn~ .1< \\-1tccJing Downi. .llld Wa1crfortl P;.irJ:. from l'JJ.">.~6. 
ln l~60. he lclt 10 bc<.•omc ,;,pon., dif\•(,;IQf id Ch.lnncl I l in PitL\burgh. ;,1 fl(.\'iilion he had 

(or 10 year... Dunn~ hi., c1Ir!. m Pin.,OOr}!h, Donley won fhc ··Gofdc:n Quill" ;iwan.l, t'ur 
di:-cmgui:.~-d news L1.wcr-.1i;e. m<.·ludi:ni 0111; for .:i ckk·umcn1ary hi:-: wrt,1;.: and n.ur.u .. -d on 
the la<e Art Roonev aru.l 1wo othc:~ (un Robcno Clt;mt;Oll." a11J Pie Tr.ivrior) ch;11 ,,re 1n the 
Ba,;cball H:ill <.•t' F~mc. 

In 1962, tk: \\.':1,'i naff'k.'U io ~Ut.'<.X-,:d IC~"\'ndary Ra> Scc<t a., play by pl;.iy annOUl'l\.'C( ,or lb:- L:m,·cf')l,Jl)_ of Pirt'-huty.h 
t>onlC\.' n:jo1ned Ch.annel Qin S1cobctt.'-'1llc in 1972 a., ncv.r,;,di~tor :LOO renla111C1.I there he rellrcd in I9K8. 
Donlc\· rc,.•c:-1\'Cd th.:- Pn;.,dcn1\ :\{cdu Awanl fn.1m wlut wa .. then lhe Colkrc of Stcub..:n\'I km 1~9: ri.x·c:,·<.'<.I 

an M.Jnuriuy d:~ frum Jdfcr..un Tcdm1L0ol1 CoHcg..-: m IYM7 DnJ :m tiooor.u-v hx.tl.wre.-i dcp-cc Iron· the Ct,llc,8-1.' 
o(Sll..'Utxn\'1lk in 1989: wa.\ the nx·tpicru of !he l.pp:tOhio \'allc') Oap~r Dan Club':. Rohen S. ~kKch1t) A\\olft! 
in 199I.anJ w:L, inductOO. 11110 lhc Oh10AP BtoodCa.\lCO. Hal of fame in 2006. 

He til:-o p.1ni<.'lfXIC'-'<l m milll\ 1."hari1ablc proJC1.1."' 1nctlld,ng 1hc l "mtrc.l W:i.y and Ea.,tcr X.:iL, and made counllo.., 
aJ)f)l:ar-.im\.~ a., J ntbh:sof crrc'n'IOtit\"!\ at~vmmunil\- c,·cnb. Hi., man, (."Qntribuuon" wc~ rt'Co~m,.cd al a tc!onmonInl 
dinner in hb honor ~k in l97~ 

The road. kac.ling 10 the i;um:nl ~TQV.1"\'9 !olud10 in S1cub:n1,iJ(.: t~ namotl ··Red Donky On\·c" in ht, honor 
A \\orfd War If \\."1cr.in v.ho....cl"'cd m th!! ,.1.1ri~ Corps. Donley p.1:-...~'U away in l99S. 

Gary Sprague (Coaches) 
Gary Spral(uc C\\.x't.lh11m t.\fa:-.:-.} High School. Ch11''.' or E%-i). He piJot ... LI Lhc 

Lin,lv School tia:-chall pruir;1m from 1974-::!006.compHms •m impn:M,i,·c .U-)car 
rcconl or 488-257-1. which rank, fourth alJ.ltmc among Ohto Valle~ coaches. 

He- led 1hcCa<lcL, 10 13 OVAC Toum.im.:nl <.·Jiamp1on,h1p!<, • mort: than any oth.:r 
conference coach (1982 '85, ·s6. ·s1. 'S9, '\JO ·91. '94. '95. '97, 2001. '03, 'OS, 
'06) and co:u:ht•LI Lm:.ly 10 11w E:.islcrn Ohio B:hc.•ball Lc.•aguc t ll~~ J987. '8tL 
'\JO. '95 and '96/. 

Spr.1guc wa)r,, namt:LI OVAC .. Coach of th..: Yt·ar m 1986 aflcr gu1Lling ,h._. C::iLlcc!,, 
10 a 27-4 n.·c."1.mJ an.J EODL ··co~.u,:h o( th..: Year·· lhr'-"t' t"mc:.!r.. 

He t·o.:i.chcd :\i~ JlhkL\":. who went \lR to pJay prolcSMOnaJ :.pon., • Heath Ha~·nc-,. 
Ron St"•phcns. Kc,·in T:.i1ar. :\1ikc Co:-.:-. and :\lark Sl!aVer 1n ti:i:-.cbalt Jn~ Willi_c 
Clav III Ulc.• ~FL He al~o coach..:J a l<1!.al ol 13 llr!\l Icam J 1-:-ldtc pita\'-'" including two l.".tpta n:-.. ll\t! 
OVAC ··Plavcr of 1hi: Year" '"·I11nl~r.. Jn<l four \\rl!~t \' r)'tm:1 1\mL·ti~.:in Lcglon .. Pl.t>Cr ol lhc YcJr"' 
•<k\!t1cin~ . • 

H1;: al,o <;oa(.:h-,:J t'n:,hm.rn footh;dl ill Lin~ly 
Spr-Jgue recciwtl the Carl R Hamil ,\\vard from lhL· llppt:r O~io VJllc;y D_appcr Da~ Cluh and ""'a!. 

the l\.'dpicm of 1he OVAC':-, Thoma;\ E. R:11:JiCLal Scord,.:ccpcrffuner ,\ward 1111009 alh.:r nc;irly llll\.>t: 
dcca<.k!,, .s':-ro lhe timer at Lm,ly ba!,,keLball game,. 

Sp·rug1u: sradu.i.ced from '-"t'"'I Virginia W..:~lcy~n College in lq68. 

Eugene 'Eudie' Joseph (Athlete - t940sJ 

E.11ge11, "E.wJie" Jnuph ~fanin, Ferry High School, Clas< of 19~5). A lh~<­
,;port r\II-0VAC honoree m foothall. h.:t\kclhall and lr.1ck. he w.1:-. a major ~onlrit>u­
cot 10 top-n:-cord Purple Rider foo1ball and ha:.kc1hall tcam'i. 

In ha<kelba!I. playing l<>r O\,\C Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker. 
Jo..eph wa~ a rcgulat on teanl!r. \4·h.1ch went 71-4 in three yea~ inducting 2t-.!, with 
~O "ill"Jlt:hl win.;. a!,, J; senior He w;h a junior on a 26-1 rc.~ord ce:1m wh1c'1 won lht." 
fir,..t 0\7AC Clas,,\,\ 1itl..- m 1944 Thal l\!am lost it,;, onty g:ime to c-vcn1u~I Ohio 
champion M1ddlt'lov. n. 38-34. m 1hc ,1atc tourn.amcnt ~milinak Jo-,cph. along 
wlth teammale and OVAC Hall of famer Alex. Grota. were aU~toumam~nt ,-ele-c• 
tion,;. Jo"C'ph :-.eoud 421 polnl,;, -M!'COC1d ()Jl lh-c leain 10 Gro,.a·, O\' record lOl;il 
0(6~8 poinl~.A:-. J ..ophomarc.fo-.cph wa.,a memhrerofa 24-1 rcc(lrd 1eam. 

Jn foo1hall. he war, co-cap1ain (If a 7-2· I record 1~:.im ,1,,hich. won che lir~t 0\'AC Cla~~ AA lille .ind 
recorded di;ht -..huIou1~. He earned ,\II.Ohio UPI honot:'\ a:- \\:di it~ AH·~VAC and was i> 1wo-1ime All­
f.oblem Ohio i.ele<:1ion al nrnning h.Kk. '.\:idnamed lhc: ""Gho,c· for h,.._ du~ive <il}'le. he play<d on a 
9.1 ~ord tea,n as :l JUn1or and F<:rr)' \\';lS 22-f>-1 in ht, three ~:.l~t'l<i., 

111 Ir-Jc~. fo,;eph ,c-t a,1 O\,\C h<.,Sh burdl~ reco<d in the- cwo-year'-otd O\C't."'I ob .1 junior and won 1hc: 
high jump. He didn'l com~1e a., a ,enior after ~in£. <lrahed for miii1ary duty. . . 

After d1-.ch::1r11e. he enrolled a1 1h~ Uniw~i1v of D:i\'lon and pl.ly<d four )·cars ot h:i~l.:t>lhall w,ch 
tlu~c a,;. a ,1.ine~ on team'- wuh ~hool record~ Of ::!4,S: 27-~ ::ind ~8•5. The: l:i\t 1wo years. 1h.e Fl>·er~ 
w,cre runncr:--up m 1he ~ational ln\'ltalion Tournamcni and also were SCA,\ r-:gional ~mifinali:-< in 
h,, ~111or \·e.ir of I Y~2. 

He ,p:T11 h1"' em1re 1.7-ye.at profr,,ional c.art."et 1c:u.hin.a, .inrl co.ichint a! Lir.l_, \.fl IJI'\. (1N11.11~ 
whc:~ he W::l'.' head co:ach of ho\·,· ha,~eth:ill C195J-7~) and lr:3Ck and ~<i.ii,l\l.llll In lnoitull .1ad ill-v,t 
.;c-rvcd a" a1hlc1ic direc1tlr. Hi, C:id~t tc-am, won three- OVAC lillc>t t 'l-:'I 11\l,lc:t,.ali ;.,nd 1%1 ""2 111 
trad. The top court T\"<:Otdr. ,i,.·crc lb-4 1., <l'I l'\..-1 :c.• ICrl ' I .a~ 1~.\ in l'i, A•.in,,.I~ ,..,.... r,"1' 
1:- ,1:amcd 111 h1, honor. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Art Hehr (Athlete - 1950s) 

:1.rl lltlu (BriJgl.'port Hit;h Sd10ol. CIJ,:-,, of 1')59), H~ gr:u.lualc."tl ai. lhe 
wi1lning('-I c;i.~tr wn;:,1kr tn !he OVAC. wilh IWo ,Lt:iight unhc:il(n ,<:l:,,on!o 
i::tppcd by Ohio 11tlc!" 111 195X and 195~ ..iftcr pla'-·ing thin.J 111 rite -.iouc Incet 
as ::a ••uphomur<! He wa.; c:ipram of 1hc I9.·W Ohio .;1:11c champion~hip ti;aan 
- the firn fur an OVAC ml.'mlxr, 1,·w~lu:cJ by OVAC Hall uf F::i,ncr Geo,~-.! 
Kv\·.:ilu,:k. lk won 111:-. l:1-.1 twu 1i1li;.; :u J27 pourKh. n.fh:r l"t►tn(l'l.'ling al 120 
[Xlun,h, :i, :i •••01)homu~. U( al~, won 1h1\•t 1:t1n,.~,.-um·c OVAC till.:,; oo 
C(ltlfof"\:01..~ ch::11np1i;,n1;hip u::uni; 

He alsocompi:t.::d 111 foothlll and wa, .1 meinhcrof 1h( Buildog.s· fi~t•l!Wr 

unb.:-•1tr:n sc:u.~n an 195M and the tir.;t Bridi;:cron 1cam to dcfc,u riv.ii ~fanin~ Ferry in 1956, 
Afrcr :-c:n'in~ Ln lhoe: t;, S. Anny frvin 1959·6~. he: enrolled .11 Wc-.t l.1hcr'tf Stal< when: he WJ.!o a 

rncmbt:r l'f 1hc \\"C.;.1 \'irgi11ta t'\,nfcrcnct titlt tc:Jm, in 11J62 and 196:\. also w;iched hv Ku,·:,lid.. 
He Vvih injured and c,,uldn't wmpct~ for pan of hi,- college c:m:..:r. • 

,\fo:r ,;ra<lu~tion. he C<«~-d wn,:,1linl! at \\'hc.:-ling Cnllc£,c and ,1ancd the ~-"=slling pn.,~rJm at 
l'ld Sky\·oc High S1.'hQ(.,I. He.• ah,c., c.x•:LC.:hcd ~hn:in,;; Ferry Hi1;1l lo ;Ill OVAC 1itk in 19oX :.a,; "'ell a~ 
..;;cc1ional auc.l di~Uii:t ..:ruwn-... He ',,(T\"it.•d a.-. ;i wrc-.tling oflkial ftvltl 1970-8(, ani.J a~ mhlctic Jin::..:1or 
..it SL:~·rnc for 1l'i )'t'.Jr. an,I :\·1rnuuc Ce11rn1I l\\.o )'C'Jh pJu-..11,~ year" ;i-.. lrJc.:k c1•ilch 011 Skyvue. 

Httlr wa, inductc-d into 1hc Hri\lg.c:rxm Ui~h Sch,~I Spo11' Hall of Famt: in 20! I ;:iml \,.-,h the 
ri.~ip,~111 of th~ OV,\C Wrntling Cd~1ch..:s ··~1r. Mal'" a\\"illd in 2012, 

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete. !960s) 
J>an .-tbramawit: (Sl~ut)e:nvilk ('.a1holic Ce1111-:1.I Hlet1 .Sch,,vl. Clas,;; of 

I ~t,)) This ~:luc•fingcr,:c.l \\'tJc re1.~t\·er had to make: hclii"t·cr- 1,u1 <,f ~i,u1111i:~~ 
douhlcr, C\."Cry ,lep uf tn, hrillianl foulhJII c.:an:er 

The Cni:--aders' threc-,ix,e1 ,t~11duu1 wa, J,:c:m1.-J 100 ,-low an<l 100 ,-malt 
10 ma~c- 11 111 f\ii:;•ti,nc: <.'l11Jc:.i;c fwtt-.all. Af1cr tic ,-hn'JdctJ lh.11 fa!Jai.:y. 
,\hr:im<w,k,. did~• cv~n 111N'-" i:mph::itk:aUy on 1hi: pmf'c:.,:,.1l,11.;:il fc\'d. 

,\ft~r .:a ,~rk.llng c:trecr :i.t Stcutll.:m'illc Cemral wJk!r.: he w:is honorcJ :L"i 
3n aH-OVAC and all•Oll1<\ wade ~ccI\·cr. lhl!' colkci: recruiter- were nowhcf\.' 
10 he found. turned uff by hi~ ~I.L;,rrian-likc -U~ 40-mcic.·r dock ms. His Jone 
culh:gt" -.chul;u-..h1p c.,ffcr came rrum Xa\·1cr Univer,itv tn Cindnnati. 

,\hr:1.1nowic1. madi:: 1J1e Ino-..1 uf 1ha1 n;,ptu1um1y, :lr;d went on to c::nJo) a rrxord-scnmg ,cay "-·11h 
lhe :\1u-.kelti:r... 

Ah~mowicz ,:~tahli~hi..-d a host of X.1\1Ier n:L~I,mg r~Ct>rd~ durin~ a hrilliant four-rear t·an:er, 
mdu<lin.g 120 calchc~ for l .685 yard!'! anJ '°" touehJown, 

111, pn.11.li~1ou~ nornhcr- rc~ulh.:d III him ~mit 1ahhcd tw 1hc :-;cw O-dt:an, S:.11111!,, m lht: I 7rh ;;mJ 
fit13:I round uf tile: 1967 SFL Drnf1 Th:u 17th nX!nd Pl'-.'L; 1llrntd (lUI lo l'oe' a i;~m for lht' S;)mls. 

Ahramow1a l..J.f\'ed out a pm c:a~r that many fir!i-l-ruundc:"1"'- \\0LJld ~11,h. 
He ,..,n!i, m-.1a,u unpa-.:1 hi '"The; 81~ Ea.;y," landing 5<l r:i.~-.c, for 7~1 yard-.. and ..;;Ix 1ouchdo\\'ns as 

hc \\·:i, one of lhc 1up con1enlkrs for :'\R.. Rookt..: of 1hc Year honors. 
Tw,c.1 :<.l~fl:... lah:r. Ahr.m1owu;L lc<l 1hi: lc:.igui; w11h 73 rcc.'"t'fUion:.... Ht-. t"ligi:c:...1 .':Fl. nc.:h1c:vc:mcn1. 

howc:-\·er. W:-1!< '\t:tllng a tc:aguc ~ord forc•uchmg n pas, in 1(14 i.:un~cu1I\'c gam~"-. wtm:h has "''"ce 
hci:n hroS.en Thi: S3.nlh dealt Ahra111<.,w1c1. to tfw San Fr:111c1~,,.-o -l1)it:rr; ..ifh:r the .;ci:und g::uni: nf the 
I i,)73 "ieas<,11 fN draft chokes Aft~r ::m adju<1.lmc1,t p:riod. hr hc~::une a 49crs· ,1:incr 1hc 1Js1 11 
gao1cl<. c::.i.tchin~ 35 (>!i'"cs for 442 yarJs ani.J a TD. He ~1in:d afler th..: 197.a ~a.'(I11. a campai~n in 
which ht: i:rahhc:<l 25 piN<"' for San fr-'TICN;o, Ahr:1,m.,t\\"IC~ pul up ~m..: lot'ly numhcn, duri11g hi~ 
c•~ht-ye:ir ~1-1 c:l~c:r Cle: caught \69 pa,-.c,; fol' 5.61-'ll yard-.. and 39 Tl).,_ in 111 s:unc::-. 

Doug Swearingen (Alhlcte - I970s) 
Doug S•rearing('" (~tanim Ferry Hig.h School. Cl.1:-.s ttf 1')79). He: was best 

J..n()~n for hi!< pitching pro\o\·c.-.,. hut Swearin~1:n u.·.i,- ii multa-,pon .;1anJ1.1u1 for 
lhc PUrph.• Rider'\. .. 

In .addition 10 the diamo11d. S"'e-ilringt"n ,par~kd on the iridim•1 a!io \4,"!!II a..; 1he 
h;,rdwood for Ferry, Wi1h th:il '-ah1. Swcarincc:n ttm::il11,; one of the fine.;1 hurler, 
in Ohio Valley prep annal,. 

111..: crafl) southpJ.\\, wa~ a four-y..:ar ba:,.,,:b~II h:lteml~ln for the Purple Ric.lcr:.... 
Wht-n O0l Oil the hill. Swcarinijt:U w:.i,- a hard-hillill'I! uu0icld1.•r. 

He wa., a two-11me 01ll-\all~)· hon,,r\X ,in,l wa, a'"f"He.:iin :111-0hio sc,>l~t1on 
ai. .i. ,;;,i:mor Thc:r~ w.1<1. no .dl-O\,\C te.im t,.;icL: thct1 

S""Caringcn went 6•:2 a ~n,or ..:-on1rd1ng a m1n,s..:url~ o.·q. J:RA. He fanned 1.30 haui..-rs in b2 ,nnin~!-1. 
He ..... J' 1."4lJally it!\ pot..:nl Jt lhe pl.ale. b;1111ng J rob.N A 12 wuh ..:1glu doubk,. ltm.~ tnpk:..., one hosn:r 
and:?➔ RBI He lost lht: ultimate: hearthn-,lk~r lhal !'-pnn{!, druppmg ;i. C-0. lO-ummg: d1!<lriCI fina[ .illiur 
l0 Calli1.. He :,,;.tnacl om 20 ma ruute•gomg effort, 

~uch .in out.r,;t~mdiiig.pre1, can:er h.:id i..-olleg~ ha.,;;c-h:tll co:xhc::,. ClWC1lI1g 1h( 61i 2. llJ~•pound !'l(')Ulh· 
pa"- He- ..:ho:-.c lllc: Ohio Slat<! Um\'<!TSll)". J dt.'C1,11m hi! u.·ould not regret Sweann,;..:-n wa" a four•yt:.ir 
lcm:nn,:n lor the Bocl,,.c,--c,. He 1."t.Jmp1lt:d J ~r~irllin~ ~3 13 l'~U\.-cr ltlatL. ~'ilh a J 80 ERA. SweanntL'U 
u.1.~ a ,upcrh 9.1 a., .1ju~1or. l~u1g ~nl_) 10 Ol..l~omti m.~ \iCAA R..:~1on~I He wa:-. ~x'?mH..:;m, 
all•Il1g Ten th,11 .;ca-.on S\1.:c:anng.e11 l1111,h1.>d hi~ Scarlc.-1 & Gr.1)' can"Cr lied l\.'lr l4lh ,,1,u..-c for i.:;11i.~r 
mound Wlll<ii , ninth Ul mnm£,:... ptlched ~2781 and D1h m :;.ln~t0Ul"i (2::!-'). He w:i., lhc: It.am·~ co-capl.llll 
a~ .J~mor 

Hr was drJftL'Cl by the Sc-juJe :\fanner.- in the 23rd round, He pilcho..-J !('Ir four Yl'"Jn. tn thl.· minor-. soing, 
3'.l·22 ~nh J 3Jtl f.RA.Swc.Jt'illg1:n ,..,.a., .tl"-0 .t rnemb.:r uf1hl,: 1981 U S .~~1ion:dTt.·:.imwh1ch 1XU1ic11~i..'tl 
111 Sou1h Korea. He: i'lil.'r.,tt.'(I :.a 3-1 t\."t."On.l w11h ,1 !.25 [RA a, tJi.: U.S dai.n'k.."1.I lht: bron1.e 11X'(ial. 

,\ two-~ t:.ir m t00Ihall and ha~ke-tball l~ttennan. he ""''' a 1iN tca"1 ;ilt-OVAC dtlens,ve h~k a~ a 
'it:-nIor .1.nd wa, cho~n hl play n Che OVAC ,\!I Star f-ooth:JU G;une. hut he opIed 10 hrpa..;-.. (he game 
c.luc ICl h1'I> Ohio Slate: ha~h..111 ~hClli.1r-.h1p 

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980s) 
Cltn"s Starr ( Buch·_ye TrJ1[ Hi; h School. Cl:i,--. Q( (lJX6) You n~arne lhe ~I>0rl 

Jnd 1h1"' fonm·r Warriot !ioh1ni:d en route 1u eanung 11 ,.1.r,1t'\o lt:111~r!o Jl\d eventu­
illl) a "-Cholarsh1p to \11clug:.111 

Whtie foothall and ba,~e1b.1II '"'ere- pnonlIe~ for St:.irr. haS1;batl Y.·:.i~ \\.·hc:re 
he m,i!Jli: bt-. ~rcall;-..t tmp:n:t. 

St~1rr \ltd.i :.1 ,t:u1dvu1 on lhc htll for th1.· Wamon. and eamt.-d li.n.Mcam i.!ll • 
Ohto Cla-.~ A. lirsHi:mn Jll·La"1crn IJ1,1m:t and CIt"He;ml J I·O\'AC He ,1bo 
plJytd 111 \he:- Ohio \:or1h-Sou1h r\U•Sl:ir Sc-rii:,. 

During tht.: .... ummcr n11)n1hs. Start Y.J!io a le:\. co11mhu1or lor th~ :\tavn~rd 
P1ht 666 Ainc:-ncan L<!p,1on S\J.Uad which won i,\·o :,.late utlc~ and plavcll in the 
Ama:ncan Lc-~tolt World Senc~ in 1986 • 

Smrr c.irn~l a full t,a~b.if~ scholar,;lup 10 pCav for the \.\.olvcr,nes m bai.ch;11i , He played two 
"'<'.J"-Oll'i nl r\1111 Arhor, wIn11Ing :i Hag to chJ.mpmn!ohip in 1987 Due lCl mJUI)', Starr e,·1.rncu­
a ly tr:rn.;.ferred 10 Mu.;k m;um Colle gt:: where he i,11chf.>d for two year-.. earn 11£?: all-Oluo Athh:tic 
Conforenc1.~ honor-. He h:.ic.l I~; ,trikeouh m h,~ lwo ~.:.1,on.._ ,,.. 1th an ER\ or 2.81 and wu:-. nam('J 
:.a pre se:aM>n ~1IJ A1t1cnc;1n. bu1 lore- h~:i- ACL in the lln.t g.r.me of the M:il':'!olln 

Con1111uing h> o\·c:-rru11~ .1dv<!~1ty. St,m was Jrnl'lc<l m the 16lh round of thr :v1.:LJ0r l.,1.•agu< 
Ha~h;ill l~r.itt by the: Tex..i.; Rantf(".; ,n l'Nt He pfayc:d three ,ea.;01h of proftS"-1on.1! ha:-.eb;i t 

On 1hc: loo1h;1ll held. Starr t:ldled h , name llllQ Huck~Y'-" Tr.til h1,t<">r) .i-. th~ :,,c;hool"o;. all-1111~ 
leader in pJ,:...ins and ru~lvn~ yard~ He "'·a~ .in honorJhlc Incn1,on all-Ohio pick fir.-t team all 
O\' .\C Jn.J 1Ir~--l<.·am ~IJ•Eaitcm D1~1n..:-t He v.a, cho,;;c.•n .o pl•l) 1n lh\! OVAC A I S1.ir Ft'IOlbilll 
G~mu=·· bul tum1.•d 11 ,k~"11 due w Lc.:~I011 ba~eball 

Durmi; ha,l,,.c1b,tlt ,e.:i,un S1.1rr alw ,mm1,;d al -sl~I1e a..:colade~ He \\.,1<1. n.on~d to lhc hird-tt•am ih 

well :.i-. fir:--1 tt;,i.m all-0\ \C and 3 l-l>Mn..:1 12 :,,quJd~ Al tolc1. ht -.cc,red 170 roim~. a,·efag.m~ 1 :! 
pom~!'I .1 ~Jn,e Hi." gral'\hcd l67 r\!bounJ,. pa,..,ed out 154 .:l!'ISl!toh .ind ~hol 45 J>'!rc~nl from lhe field 

Joe Maroon (Alhletc • 19s0si 
J'" 1l'1aroou (St. Jolw c~nlr.tl High Sc11ool. C.:b,;;~ or 1958). A four•ytar ln:,.h 

ldti:nmm in foo(hJII. h,.1.<i.keth.:1IJ :.ind baM:"b:J.11. he hc:C:J.111L" the lir!ol St. John\ 
griddcr lo c:-am til't team AU-Ohio foo1h~llJ hono~ l.JS .a dcfon"ii\'e .;afct)) and 
al~ W+I!< an AIJ-Ohiv biheh4'II .;l'l,,.~llon. A two-1im1.• All-OVA(.' .md Atl-\ollk•,· 
foolb.ill honoR.'t'. h1: wa., co•cap1a111 of Utt.• 19~7 All•OV •Big School· ho11or roil 
3-.. n 5-foot•6. t50-pouncC 1, .. ·o.w-1~ b,1d. Afltr 1,•ar11ing o;retmd 1ean1 AII-OVAC 
hon<.lf!o. J"' ;1 -..ophomore. he helped 1h..: Cnsh record thl! !'li:llool', hrst-c1;i:r pcrlt'ct 
foolball ~a~on of l).(I wlLh Jn OVAC litlc: .,, J JUnIor U1ldcr COJch H1:n Healy 
in 195tl Thc:-11 ht! plhlt:li ni.ijor ,-1au~,ic, in 0111\· ~,:c:n game~ 4(,. I re-cord) in :.a 
'-t.·11ior ,c:-a-.011 ,ttoni."ned by inrluc-111.1. • 

A~ J :...enior . .\1aroon It'd the ln~h in. :,.eoring ,md ru,lung i11 1hc ~•vc11.g:;11ne 
,;1,•:bon. Ht: kd EJ~lern Ohio with J(J7 poinl<i. on 17 tom:hJ0\1,·11:-. ..i1ut tiYI.' convc:r.-ion rvn':'lo ;mJ ahv 
compl1.·h:d 16 of ~'5 p.1,sc:s for c:-1gJ11 ~ore!!. He- had eight TD rtlfl:\ l>t:l\\-'._"\!n 50•W y:ml:-.: n:1urn.:..t four 
~k'-, for T[A wjl11 .a Ion~ or ~8 )'ilRh,: ilnd h;1d four•TD g31Ul,'!'I ;1g:.1iml Whecli11g. C1.·11u:1C. ~tiits;o :.111J 
Rarnc:-wHh:. On defcn~. ht.' m1crcep1~,t live: P."!toe' and abo pu11lc:d. 

A lhr«-~l')Ort Irish le.tin ,o-c:1ptai11. he al!!O "·as ,-ck·c.·tcll cupli1in or 1J1c winning Ohiv le.;m1 io 1hr: 
:irmu,d Ohio-W. \'a. All•Sl;ar gan'N.'. Ht: !JIM> '"·,111, :.iwardi.."<I th~ Ccx;1•(\,la Scholar-Alhll.:h: A"·;\n.l h,· 
1I..,QVAC. • 

M.troon ;utendeJ Indiana llnh·cr-.ity on a IOOlb;1ll ~cholan,hip ~md e.irn1."<I Academic All-Ameri.:a 
honor-. He w;.i,. a ~laTLint; lta.lfhack in 196(1 imd avc:~1~ed 5.J )·:irJ, ,1 c;1tT). 

Afler ~eivi11g il m1.·di('.1J dcgn.'\: from lndi,m.i. he 1rJi11t:d at G .. ..,_,rg:ctown Uni\·etsil)' and ,:11 thford 
Li1th'l'r....\l~ Ln England. Cum:mly Vi~'1.'•Ch3inuan and Prok~~,r or Neuro.,.ur:gc.'r)· :al lht: Uni\-1.•f':'loit} \.'If 
Pilhhur,gh. he i!-1 al,;,o tht.' T,•am ~1.'Ul1)'i.UfS,t"On for 1h..- Piu,hurgh S1-xh;n.. He :JI~ panic~p..ih.':,. in numcr-
0U!< mar.11hon ra..:c~ and mathlon:-, He wa_-. 1hi.· Upper Ohio \"jlley Dappc:r Oan ~·fan of 1h1.• Y('ilr in 19S7, 

Richard 'Dick' Kerwood (Athlete-1960sl 
Rif·ltanl "Dh-k" l<t:rwnud (B1,.hup Cxim.1huc Hig:h School. Cl:.i~~ of 196S). 

Some ~·uulll ha1;c ,·icwc.·d ii ,l!to ,1 lrnndic,tp~ ~1,•n-.·ooJ u,1.·d it 01:... rnvllv.;alion. 
The Bi!ohop Don,1huc.- ~lar wa~ born June ~- J(}50 wiLh ju,t one arm. h ncwr 

him.11.'n;d him in life or alhktn:~. 
During hi!\ youth. he 1,l:1)-c:-d b.i:;.kctball ;ind b..is.cbiJII. \!Acdling in bolh. He 

Will, a1!'1V a pioneer in wcig~1liflmg. He bou!;,ht .i c..1,1 iron ~l of ,..,..vighl:;. \\:hitc 
t11 grade !-thool .tnd u,'"'(( ll pa:...sionatt.'ly. The visionar')' slrC'nJ.!th 1rJininei. p,1iJ 
handsome <l1\'idcnJ, 

A:. a fl\::-.hmom ut SJ!<hOp Oon.,thllt". K.;rwood pl.1~1.'1.1 football. baileth:.111 and 
h:.i~eh;11l for Cooch Tom o·cun11cl?. lc11crir.g tn all three :-.port:-.. 

Durini;. lhc n~xt three: )C:o,r... ou the :\k;\,kchen-ha~-J :-chool. he ,~pied hJ concen­
trate on ju,t fo<nb.:ilt ~md ba)~clb.ilL It proved a proJl.'.'nt Jc.;i~io11. 

The: 1x,wcrful 6 It 2. J\)().pou11Jcr ,tar1l't1 vn 1hc gridiron his nnal lhrcc \(."..a!ioOn:... a!'I a <:1.:nlcr. middle 
lin.,;hacker .md k1ck1.·r. 

M Dunnp. 1ha1 lime. he y.:a~ aL't.'ort.k!J .ill-Valley. all,OYAC and all-State hon·vf!<. nank:J t:Jptain ol'lhc 
t1hl two all-i.t;.ir ~quaJ~ 

Kt.•r'\vood Ji:'1-lln£Ul!-1hcd Jiim~ll° "° much ;i~ a :....;nior i;ridJcr lh;~t he ..:,1mcc.l hon<.1rjhlc mt.·nlitin ,\ll­
Am~tic:.in pbuc.lit~. HL· wa:... al~) inv~ll.-<l lu phi) in th\! O\AC All•Star Football Gamt.·. 

Hi,- b;1skc:thoJII carec:r vmh lhc 81:-.hop"' ;ibo took on .ill-!toli1r ,-lalu~. Kerwood wa!-1 thi:- te:.ain·, center 
a~d £~111\!d all·O\AC and all-V,tlley honor:... Heu.a:... accorded the Sporbman,h1r Twphy al lhc Wc,1 
\'1rgima Stale 801:,.kclh.all Tournam1mt J" a ".!m(lr 

K1.?rwood\ !<parklins. prep rlay :.iffntdl!'J hm\ -.e,-er-JI C()llcgc.• :,.chol;trship offer, m OOtk foo1hall and 
haskelhall. He opted 10 play tOOthall at Salem CiJllcge. 4-!"arnint:, ex1c11si\.'e pl-')·ins lime a~ a freshman. 

As ra:c would h.,l\·t: it. Kerwood wa~ 1ra~k.1lly killc<l in an autonmhilc ;11;cidcn1 ,hm1?r aft1."r hi:-. 
frosh grid ,ca~n al Salem. 

Alex Welker (Athlete - 1970sl 
,ll~x \Vl'lk('r (The L.im,1>· School. Cla~, •,.lf IQ77l Ht,, the ~h..:had Phclf'I"- of 

Ohio Valley ~wimmen. 
\\-dl,,.tr ,pt.1,hed hi,; w:i,· to .:i c:ir«r lil..c none 01her i11 OVAC ,w1mmm~ annal-... 

Snnpl>· pul, Wtlkc:r w.a~ U~\ht'.:11::ihle. -
Tht." Lrn.._l~ ,t:.ir nc::i.-·~r Jo:..; a rnct ·11 hi~h ,chool . including relays. ,o ti i, <.'1111) 

li1ti11g 1h:u h~ t, lh«;" lir-.1 !<Wimmer lo ht: intlucti:-d rnh> the OVAC HJU or fame 
He eote~d L1rt!-1l)' as .1 ,-ophomon.• and quickly c,-tahl::-.hc:tl h1m~•1r ,,, itn .;1q1.1atic 

,1.-r, An L'Xcl;.im.:11ton pom1 10 his unhlembhcd record v.-a!- lh;.11 he hclJ :ul OVAC 
rc.·conl in L"\'1.•r,· '-'''Clll he ..:uinpc11.!d in. H~ com~tcd w1lholll ever ~hil\'ul,S Ju, bod) 
or l;1pcrm~. me1ho.b u.;;c to lowt·r re:...1~1,mCt'. y1c-ld111g f:.i.;;1-:r ll1llC:!<. 

WdJ..c-r still holds. whool anll OVAC r~orch, d..a1i,1g b.id 10 )97() Ht! i:oin1cd lht.- tli.;;lmcliiJ11 IJI tx·mt; 
n.uoe~I All•Antcnc.·.:111 J:-. 001h a junior :tnd l<C'1tior 

H1"' unp.ir.tllelc:iJ ~w111m1111{!: car..~r prowc.l a s.11nng,board to .i -.ehol;1n-h1p from Th1.• Ohio SI,1lc 
Uni\·erill) .• md \VdL.er foun<l more poo( ~u~ce,:... 111 C0Ju1nbu,. 

H~ \\';ll< ,,011.-d lht.: Buck1.•y1,•:-. • Fn:,hman s~·11umer of lhc: Yi:ar. hdpini;. lh'I!' Sl"Jrlel & (..r.i) lo ;1 nin11t•r­
up 1i.1w;h u\ the Big Tc.•11 H~ wa~ :.i l~o-linic '\;CAA qualilicr white e:...la'1li:...hing liv~ Ohio Stale: record, 

WcU .. ~r. unlortunald)·. ,uni.:rcd a major .;huuhler inJury during hi, !i-Ophomorc ~~""on. ,lod many 
1r1oush1 h1!\ )Wlllmuns. t·an.-cr wa" o,·c:r. He pru,·c:lr lh(' u..a~~ycrl< wrnns: :.i,- he c.irned ··co111c-ha1.·~ 01'1hc 
Yc;ir Award"' whll..: al~ ,1.·u1og ,1 n\!'-'' Ohio St:i1r: n:cord i11 Ihe :!llll.meter ln:cst)le a!io .t !'len1\.'lr. 

Ht.• .ilso ~~1 rmmerml!- n:~ord!< Jurir1s hi.;, earlier year- 111 AAU co111Ik:tttion 
He ..il,o ,=..irned .1 pI..:-c1!: or a world ~ord In 197S. he w;i.,- a m~mbc:r ol' a I o-~"'urnm:r team 1h,tl i:-,t.ib­

li!<hell ., "·orld marl m 1hc 50 mile n:lay m '.\<h>uut Vt"rnon. Oh1l,. wilh Welker JXl'ling lhe f..i-.tc:-,1 ~phi 

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - t980s) 
Slt<lk"II Villctltl l SI CJ.ur-v1llc High Si:hool. cra~s or I 9tn, Foo1ball "";,)!: lhc 

n:.11111.' of 1.hc :;!an~~ for lh1~ RcJ th.·\·1b • 11:011 
You namt" thew,,~ to be 1111-·olvell m J. Cootb<.111 gaIue ,tn<l Vill('Cllt wa:-. lhc leadi:r 

of a 1~.101 th:.i1 .i,J\':mi;c;d to th1; OHSA A D1\·t:...ion !JI :-.talc '\Cn11l111ab hclon• l;ilh111: 
h) Ch..i~nn falh Kc.·n~trnl. .'.!2-:? I . .. 

Vinc'c111 lnggL•rc<l lht• Rc:d Dc,·11~ • .tttai:1,,. .tt lhc quartc:l'OOck ,,,.,,,. -.citmg an Ohio 
\'.1IIL'} rccon.l fur ru,hing yartl:... from lhe posilton al I J60 ~•mh m 13 g.amc~. HI.' 
al-.o ~orcJ ISO prnnts for a R~J Dt.•\'1. ~uad \\h1ch won 1hc 0\AC Cbss 3-A 
lltle. Dunn~ the regular !'IC.Ison. Vu1i:~111 av1.·r;i.t;l.'<l 10.1 yanh ii <:,11Yy anJ !o~urcd 
20 touchdown!> 

Vincent p.i.s...._xi for -1.J l yunh ,ind four tt.>uc:hd0"-n,; during hb ,-eniur l'amp:.ii!!n 
All lold. ht! s<.'ort:tl ~4 touch<lown~. Hc wa, J !ill a wi.:Jpon :.a~ J pun, .md lid ~,umcr. :I"t·u111u .11int 
63K )•mh, ..and lhr1."\! !ll.·orc, On 1he J('kn.,1\"C ,-cd\' of Lht• b:.1 I. \"mcenl roamcc.C 1n lhc !'ICC0nJatv ,mJ 
had ww11 1nt~rc~pl11Jns. 

For h1, ~a!,1,>n, \·1nc,•nt wa!, :.in :.ill•O\'AC . .:ill-Oh10 and ..111-Valli.!) ~tcc1iun. 
Upun hi, gr;.1JUJtio1l~ ~e ;ic.•ccptl.oJ J !<t:ho(,lr!!h1p 10 play <ldc-n,i,·l· b:.1ck .il th~ Un\,rcl'ity uf ,\kru11 

HI.' ~lanc.•d l<JT (he 2111~ l.,1r thN>e -.c:awn-. :.ind m l9X8 ~h:.al\:J lhe lop ~ophomon.• awanJ. H<.· !'liill hotd:-. 
lh<.· ~ch0i,I rc~on.J with 265 intcrcl!ption f\::IUm y!JJ'd) :md hi,- 13 ..:arcer &ntt·n:1.·r,uon:... r.m~ !1-l.'L'und m 1hc 
.\lron rec:,mt bo<•l 

\ n':cnt 1h1..•n ,1.1;111..-J J fn.•1.••:r.~1.•m c,mlI:Kl with lhc Pill:r-burg:h Sll •. "\:kP-, r, .1ying: rn g;i.mei. 111 IQ~l a11d 
f'l."(;OrdUI!! WV lfll~OC\!plt0ll!< 

J\~1de from h1, football pn,we):r- . Vincc,u leuen.·<l tn b:.i~kL'lball anc.l 1ra1.·k :.inJ Jidd ror th~ Red ().:q, ._ 

He was lhc tr.id mo~I "ahiahle Jlhil'lc Jnd l<tdl hold:,. thc ~hool !ong•JUmp r1."Cord 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Amber Ellison (Athlete. 1990s) 

Amber /Wison (Meadowbrook ll1gh School. Cla" or I 9'J9) . The 
Lady Colts' basketball program is one of lhc mo,1 stoned in 1hc Oh,o 
\-alk:)r and Ellt"'-)O ~ a ma1or r\."a..,(UI why 

El ison \\..ts J. four-year cltcrwrnncr for lhc Lady Colts. rwi<.~ <;am• 
ini:. fil"':'iMCam :ill-Ohio al.l.'01.t\k~ en route tu her honor- an<l C\cntu,tl 
haskc1hall S<'holar;hip lo Wheding Je,uu Uni\'ersuy, 

She's cum:nlly Meadowbrook\ s,:cond all-time girls' leader in points 
I 1.3631 and rebounds (850) and the all-time leader in sic.tis (50(,) .,nd 
assists ,~ n I. Elhson also holds the Mcadowbrool smgle-gamc record 
for -44 poin1s. \'- hich ,hc- ncucd as ;i :,;,.:nior .ig;tlnsl John Mar,haJI 

During that '4.'nior ~a.'()11. E hson JVCr.tgctl 2.J..1 pomt,; and 1-l.6 rchoun<ls per game en mute 
to ever) rin.t-lcam JWartl 1magmahh:. Shi:" .is fir-.1-tcam al •Ohio in D\\·1smn ti. fa1stcm District 
Pl.,ycr of 1hc );,,ar; All-Di,1nc1 I 2: Player of the )Car m the E:isi Cenir.,I Oh,o [,:ague .ind lil'>t· 
team a,1-0VAC. She was also chosen for the Ohio North-South and OVAC All,Star i,:amcs. 

As a junior EIH~1t pouri.~d m 19 point~. graOhcJ I() rebound-.. pas~d out 5 7 a.~Sl!,.IS ;m<l 
snared 55 st.:al, per game en route 10 firsMcam a 1-cvcr\'lhmg. S~ wa~ al...o na1m.>J honorJblc 
mcntmn all-USA To<lJ\ • 

If h.tskctha I w..-,n·1 Cnoug.h. Elh:-on 1, al~o <mi: of the f"nc~t ~ont,a I pl:.iyc1" 10 c,·cr wear a 
l..1d) Coh!>. • un fonn Slk.- halted heller than .4lXJ C\ CT) year of h1."f Larccr. Ellison wa~ a 1hrcc­
timc .-1.ll-Ohio wfthall ~,.-h;cuon aml four-time all•di..,trict pick. She wa:- player of the yc,tr. as a 
,ophomorc. in the ECOL :1r1er baning jlJ6 with sc,·en home nms. seven triples and 37 RBI. 

-'It Wheehng Jesuit. E!h,on scored 1273 cal'l:cr p,nr,. £1"Jbbed 5211'1:bound,. passed out 389 
J:i,..~l:-ts and made 218 steal.-. :rnd hlockcU-42 shoe-.. A four-ycur kllcl'\\..·rnncr. she \,·~i.°' a lWo-ycar 
ri.!pta1n for lhc Lady Cardmah and was twil·.,_~ nan1~d to th~ ,.tll• WVIAC squad. 

After ht:r ph.1.ying can;cr at Ji.•~uit. Ellison ;1c~cp<""d a i:oa\.·hmg po~1tion at ShcnanrJoah where 
she ~cr\·c<l a~ an ilS!,istant for a ~••son before .J!l(.."Cn<ling to the h~ad coachin!! job. She was with 
the 1-'ldy i'.cps for rhr,-c seasons. pos1in£ a S-l-17 record whtlc n:ach1ng thr,-c di,tt,ct tourna­
ments. She also had brief coaching ~tints at Franklin llci£hts and Okntangy OrJn.gc. 

Kenny Howell {Athlete • 2000s) 
Kentt_,, Ho••ell I St. John Ccmr-~I Hi~h School. Cl,,,, of ~OOOJ. !1 didn't 

matt.i.:r the ~:1son or lh~ -;.port for chi~ fom1cr Irish standoul. 
Howc,·cr. it was in tr.1ek and field where llo"·cll made hi, greatest 

lmpact despite only participating in the :-:.port for lhl"I:~ ycar!I. bccau . .;c he 
played baseball as a freshman. 

After hcing cncc,urJg1..'U co give Lrack ;md field a try. Howell hccamc 
the area\ most dccor.ucd mak· thrower. !,hininf! in the discus :.ind !.hoc 
pul. 

llowcll w.o, a thr,,·-timc all-Ohioan in the di-.;us. Jle placed third in 
the ,tate his lirst season in the circle and then captured the coveted Division III ,1a1c cham­
pionslup in 1999. As a senior. Howell Wi.h undcfcaccd unLll the ... i.ate mc.-ct when h~ scttktl 
for silver Llc.,pttc a p..--r•.onal•bcst thnm,· or 180 fc.-cl. That mark s1m ..,~nds a!- 1hc h.:st in Ohio 
Valley h1,1ory. Aloni; wnh his cfTon:-. in the slate <.·omp,,:tition. HowcJI wa, a thrcc•timc OVAC 
Clmmpion in lhc platter event. 

1 fowcII placed fifth in 1hc state shot pm com~Li1ion as a senior and v.w; :i t\\.'O-limc OVAC 
<'hampion in the iron-ball C\'Cnt. 

Howell al,..,, r:tn 011 high quality ,print relay leams for the Irish. 
On the r0<>tnall fiekJ. llowcll etched hi, name into St. John Ccn1r-al historv a, a lhm:-\'car 

,tancr for "1t1ad, "·hich comnined for a 25-1\ !\.'<Cord and qualified for 1hc playoff, in J',J<J') 
after a 9. I ...ca~n. 

Elov•cU Wi.1~ the primary runniug ~ck for the lri~h . .imas~lllg I .5CXI yards as a junior en roulc 
to -.ccond-lcam all-Ohio !'>tatui;.. [k w11s first-team aU-statcr as a ~nior when he r.m for better 
than I JOO yard, and was twice named to the OVAC'< first t~a,n. 

l{owcli "·as al~ a thn:c•ycar ~tarti.~r for the lri\h ba..;ke1ball pro.gr.Lm. 
Afti.:r hiJ;h \.Chool, Hov,,cll act:cptcd a lt-JCk ,,;;.ch(l!an.hip to \Vc)o.t Vir~inia Uoivcr~ily. ho1 

C\'Ctttually trJn!l.1Crrcd to The Ohio St.ah; Uni \'crsity \ ... ·here he completed hi" cal'\'."cr and degree. 
He now n:!.ilks in (olumbu:i, Joel works in the construcdon busines~. 

Thomas E. Rataiczak (OVAC Family) 
'/'l,omas E. Rataic:,ak (Bcllail'I: High School.Class of I %4). Succ,\:ding 

the late Sam Mumlcy and his friend-to-all. gc1-it-<lonc a11itudc as 1he guid, 
ing fon.-c of the Ohio Valley Athletic Confcren,c would not be ,in ca,y t:Lsk. 
but lr's one thJt Ra1aiczak ha\ Jone with trcment.Jous ,·h;ion and class ... 
~mJ then ~omc. 

"RJt" ha, been the de facto heaJ of the OVAC a., Executive Sc-cl'l:tarv 
,incc 1999. and un<lcr hj,. lcadc.....,hip. the hi•statc confcrcn<.-c has ~-rowrl 
to an all-lime high of 50 member schools from Ohio and West Vi~inia. 

During Ratak1Atk \ w.1tch. lhc Conference ha~ ~rown Dy kaJh and 
bound, in a \'aricty or areas .. -'lmong them ha\'e been the formation of 1hc OVAC I la! I of Fame 
.. nd the OVAC Sport, Muwum (both localed ln Wc~Banco Arena in \\.'ha'.!lin.:): instituting 
hoy,· and girl,· hasketba I 1oumamcn1, and expanding man~ of the other c,·em,. most notably 
the rc\'i~cc.J format of the Ir.Lek champion)o,hips: L'TCating an AU-Cont<..-ren<:e AL·;u.fcm1c Team 
m conJunction with Ohio Unlvcr.-ity Eastern; the f.:'n:.ttlon of ;tn offidaJ 0\AC "'ch~1tc. )o,taf'I· 
d:irdizmg all champion,hip awards; de,·cloping ,, meet dircc1or\ handbook: cornpulcrizing :di 
finan.-;i;a[ aci:ollnl)o.: pro\ it.ling ,ountk~)o, Sport~ \Vorld sp:akcn. to the .1tca (4..)r mor"C than <,OO 
~~hoot as~mblics. r.tisin~ more than 5150.(X)() to bring them in at no cost 10 the Conference: 
and placing the Confcl'l:ncc on solid financial ground through a partnership with ScholJstic 
S1xlns Mark~t1ng. 

A retux·<l BcUa1rc High School teacher. he !'>Cri.·c<.I a~ u ··FounJing Falhcr· and Din ... ~tor o( 
lhc BHS Spurt, Foundation and has l>..'<:n ,·ha,rman of the Bellaire Wall of Fame/Hall or Fame 
Com,mttcc for more than 20 years. Rata,ez;ik has bc~n the Rig R~u,· basketball s<:ot<:h\:per 
for 43 }cars, workmg at more than l .700 consc-cutivc varsity and junior varsity games. In fact. 
the OVAC's &orekeepcrrrimer Aw:,rd presented ;innually at the OVAC All-Star Baske1ball 
Cl:1s!l.ic is named in his honor. 

lie ha, also ,cr,ed more than-~ years .a., the RHS record-keeper. puhhsh1ng cxlcnsi,·c media 
cu,oc, for hoth foolhall and h;iskett>all. 
• The recipient of the Bellaire Alumni Association'> Outstanding Alumnus Aw,ird in 1992. he 
gr.1dua1<.'tl from Wc,t Libcn} Stale College and obtained" ma.,1cr's uegrc-c from West Virginia 
Um\'crs,1y. lie reccl\'c'tl 1he Rohen S. McKdvcy Award from 1hc Upper Oh,o V.olley Dapper 
Dan Club in 2010 ,md hi" mo~I rcccnl undcnaking was being ekctcrJ co 1hc Bellaire Bo..u'd of 
EJueatlon in 2012 

Denver Williams (Athlete. 1990s) 
Dem..r William., \Cadiz Hi£h School. Class or I 9'16). When it comes 10 

~pc..-cd. there have bc,.~n \.'Cr') fc;°"', if any. f;.1~tcr thi.ln William ... 
Rc!!ardles:-. 1f 1t wus. on 1hc lmck or on the fcx)tball field. \Vilt1;,m.., w.:i, 

com,t..;h:ntl)' running a\\ a) from 1hc oppo!'iit1on 
Williams was a four•yc:tr regular in both trJck aml foottxill for the 

Cardinals. On the oval. Wi!liams wrote hLS name mto Ohio \-allcv historv 
in holh the tCX>-mctcr and 20Cl-m..:tcr dJ.shc~. - • 

He was1cJ littlc time in makinc a nJmc for h1m~lf. He won the o:\ 1s1on 
IU :-.lalc 200-mctcr tla!'ih 11tle a:-. 7t (re .... hn1.1n in • 99' He proceeded to \\-1" 

three more. m:1king him one of JU St fl\rc :.i1hktcs in ~t:.itc hhilory to v,, in the 
s11mc C\\'nt four strJ1~hl }l.!'ar\. 

\Vill,ams didn't ,10p wich rhe 200 mies. lk added the o ;v;sion Ill IOl)-mcrer cro"·n, to h'., 
resume ,n 00th h1:i, juruor and '¢nior -.Ca!->Ons. \Vil!i.1ms mn his pcr:-:.onal•bcs1 lime:-:. of to.55 
and 21.50 lo w111 the gold mcd,I, as u senior, and both still stand as all-rime 01 ISAA and Ohio 
V~Jlc'r n.:"·ont ... 

On- the foothall flcl<l. Wilh;1mo,; aJ..;o ,parJdcd, i:.i.mmg fiNl-lc..im all•Oh10 .md al •fatstcm 
D1Stnc1 twice. He owns th,• Cadiz school ree,,rd for <:arc-cr rushing )ards with 4 .479 

Afo.:r h1, prep career. \\11 hams :1ccl.!ptcd ..t footbal1 M.'holarsh1p 10 the UOl\'Cr'-IIY of Kcntud.) 
"·here he also f'Jn track. I le rcd-shcncd as a rrcshman and then transferred to Young,1own Stale 
"·here he hcJ1,cd the Penguin, win the NCAA Dl\i>ton I AA Na11ona Ch.omp,,,nship -'Ill told, 
he lcucrcd four ,-cars al YSU in foo1bal Jnd three .n lrJck 

Por the P~ngUin, • tr..1ck team. Williams \'J.:,.. the 200-mctcr runner•ur n the M1J .. Cont ncnt 
Conference :.md w:ts apan of "'-'hoo rcL·t1r<ls rn th<. ndoor -h.-«Kl and ..;pnnt medic~ 

\\'illiains has. now entered the coaching ficltl H...:'s ~pent umc .. t A~hl.1n<l. Ohio Nonhcm an<l 
Jlc,dclbcrg . Currently. he's working as .i football coach and lrJek coach at Tnmry Collc~c in 
Hartford. Conn. 

Class 
of 

2013 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Tim McCoy (OVAC Contributor) 
Tim McCoy (Jefferson Union lligh School. Class of I 978). For a quaner of 

a century. McCoy has taken the lead role in expanding broodca,1 and intc•niet ' 
cm·erngc of Ohio Valley high school ,pons. specifically tho,e of the Ohio 
Valle, Alhlctic Confcrcn,·c. 

Tho,c effons have helped give thousands of area high school athlete, 
arcmcndou:. exposure. with countlc~" thou,:ind, of viewers ,tble 10 ,-..·mch the 
valley's best perform in the a1hlc1ie realm. 

Among 1he many highlights has been live TV coverage of various all-star 
comcsis. most notably the Rudy Mumlcy OVAC All-Siar Charily 1'1M1tball 
Cla,,ic from Whcdinc Island SJadium and the Ron Mauck OVA(' Wl'l:sllinc 
Champion:,,,hl11s from Wc~Banco Arena in Wheeling. Al om: time. WTO\':-T\'9 ,Llso a1Tcd the 
Samue, A. Mumlc)' OVAC All-Star Ba,kctba!I Classic. 

Other c,cnL, include th~ football ··Game of the Wi.-ek·· hroadca"t~ (replay\ of arc;1 games fol• 
lowing the comprehensive "Spon, Friday" shows) : in-depth pre-,ca,on foorb.tll team previews 
and the ·•Big 22" awards banquet in IA!rcmbcr. \VTQV.TV9 also has an cxtcn~ivc intern~! 
foothall ,u(lersile a\'a1lahlc. 

McCoy hccamc Vicc-Prc-~itlcnt an<l G~ncr.it Man..iger or WTQV.T\'9 in 1994. Prior to th..it. 
he ~f\·cJ a, the station\ OpcrJtion!'> Mana~cr for !->ix years 

lie bc~an hls t.·arccr in tclc,·isiun ;1~ a ProJuction Technician ..11 \VNEO-TV in Kent from 
1979-82~ lie lirsl joined WTOV a, a Promotion Producer from 1982-85 and then spent two 
years al NBC affiliate \\'LEX-TV m Lexington. Kentucky .ts Promotions and Creative Services 
Director where he received two ADDY i.lW.Lr<ls. 

lie ha~ served on various boards in the Ohio Valley. incluJing as president am! campaign 
chairman of the United Way of Jcffcrscm C,mn1y. the St. John Arena. rhc S1cuhcuvillc Rmmy 
and the Steuhcnrillc Ci1y or Mum!s. He is also" member of The Friends of Wheeling. the 
Ea,tcm Ohio V,lilcy Tech Pl'l:p Consortium. Jellerson County Chamber or Commerce. the 
Whcchng Arca Chamber of Commctc'C. Fr-.incisc,m Uni.-crsity of Steubenville. Jli,toric Fon 
Steuben and the Jefferson Count, WIND Team. lie was named 1995 Cirv of Murals "Volunteer 
of the Year"; the Community Lcadcr,hip Award from tl!c Franciscan Uni,·crsity or Steubenville: 
a Community A"Jrd from the Steubenville branch or che NAACP: and the One in a ,Willion 
Award from the S1cubcn ... ·illc Million Man Man:h Committee.award~. 

He w;,, the 1997 Rohen S McKclvey Memorial Award rcdpicm from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club. 

I 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Richard 'Hoot' Gibson (Media) 

Ri,·hunl "/loot" Gibson (SI. Clmrwilk H1~h S.:hool. Cl"" of 1970). 
Ile tx!~an his career m the local media in 1981 antl ha..,. !-pent 12 year!\ on 
the staff at The Times Uat.lcr, ~rving ,ts a sports "'ntcr and for a bri..:f 
umc :JS Spons F.cJitor :md :tlso !I.\ A~a Nev.-~ &htor. 

Gihson ha, writtcJ1 counties~ .. -ulumns cvvcnng high school. l.'Ollcgc 
an<.1 profession.II stlOns and instituti.·d the AU-Time\ l..cadcr lcam:-. 1n aU 
high school ~ports 

He hJ,i covcrc<J OVAC contests in nc:lrly every ,;;port and at mo:-t 
c1.mkrc11L;c schvob, ovl.!r 1h'-• )'c.ars, includmg 0\'AC AII-St:.ir game\ Ln c\·cr, ,port. 

Gibson has l,ccn ~en at c:ountlcss sporting C\.Cnts not onl) locally. but around chc countf'\' 
llc's covered scvcrJI NCAA men\ ba!'kctball ·•fin.ii Fllur'" ,gaml.':'i. many \\,'orld Scncs and 
MI.R All-Star Games. Ill Super Bm,Js ~"~ IS mllc~e footh'111 bo"'I ~:imc, He"<" ,o ablhor.:J 
l'Ollntk::..-. stork, 011 1hc Ohio S1-.ue Bud.:cyc:r-. and the \Ve,t \'irglma !\rlou111,1incc~ am.I -.crvcJ 
one )Cjr a~ the bi;m wri,i:r for the Pitt\burgh Pir:11cs. 

He t\."<'ci,·,-d the OHSAA Med1:i Service Aw.ml lor the E,1siem District in 2CXMI and h:i, won 
-.C\ l~ral Oh1o Pn:p S1X>r1, Wntcr.- As,<x.:1;.1hon -.l\\-J.nJ-. over lhc yc;lJ'!\. 

Gib,on w~Lli. al'.',() a fr1...~lancc wmcr for ~c\.,,:-rJI year, for Ba~kctba!l Weck!) magaz.m..: ha~d 
out of D:troit. Mi.:hig:m. 

Gib•mn. who attcm.lcJ H~m.hng Umvcn,lty in Arkan:,,a"i . .tlso .,,,>.:nt ~vcrJt year"' a, a loc:,I 
ba:-.ehall, Da.,k('thall i.LnJ vo!t..:vh.1 I 4)ff cl;1l and ~nee.I a:,, manager ol lhe F.11rp01nl•Ncffs ha!l­
duh of the Ohio Vallcv Baseball League 

fk ,crvcd thr."C ye:i~ in the l,;nited St~ues N;1vy l 976-18), workin~ in rom, ,uiuca11on~ 
for Comm,1nd 6th Fk~t Europ: whi c st.monccJ n lraly .m<l touring bo1h Furopc :md nonhi:-m 
Afm·a. 

Jim Thomas (Coaches) 
Jim Thoma., (Wheeling Ccn1ral Catholic H•sh School. Ckiss of 1963). 
The h1ghly-n:,g;mJcU .. .IT" i~ the l(lUrth•wrnnangc~t co;ich m Ohiu VaJlcy 

hl'l<>I'\ heh ind R.:no Saccoccia. fav Cim1S1a and lhc fellow Hall of Farner 
G~ortic Str.,t,:,:r with:. 15.ycar rccOrd of :!JS-I J~<!. Jk wound up on[>· .,; 
wins off of the all-1imc We,1 Vil'j!1ni;i state re.:ont for football coaching 
\'IClOrlCS {267). 

Hi-,. first hc;uJ coaching -.tint c.:amc at (l)d Yo<kvillc Hi!fh where h~ spent 
tho:~ year~ (lt)68-70L guidin~ lh~ Duc1i1Hte!- to an unbeaten sca~on in 
1\170. 

He then as~umcd lhe head coachlng po-.i1ion .as \\'heeling C..:ntral 
(1971-80}, and moved on 10 Wheeling Park for six seasons (1\181-86). Fn>m there. it ""s 
back to his aJma mater for a ~cc-one.I 'itint. thjs 11mc guiding the Maroon Kmght~ from 1987-
200-l 

He i.:"oached teams to SC\'en Ohio Valley Alhktic Confcn:nce ch~1mp1on~h1p~ (1974. 1976. 
1'17~. 197\1, 1990. 2000 and 2004) and four West Vir~ima state title The Maroon Knights 
wcr<.· ('la..,s AA "t.i.th! champ" at the fir..,, ··super S,x .. event m Charle:;;ton m 1979 and the} 
won the- Cla-.s A '-'ro\\m in 2()()1'), 2(X)1 Jnc.l 20tl.J. The 200(1 cc:1m set ;l Sl'h0t,t n.-cor<l for wins 
l 13-1 ). 

I k abo coached the We,1 Vi~inia squad four times in the Rnd~ Mumlcy OVAC Charity 
AII-Sutr Foothall Classic. 

Thoma~ W.i:.. ,·otcd the \Vest Virginia All-Sport ··coach or the Ye:1r·· for 2CKl4-05 and the 
OVAC All-Spurt ··coad1 of the Year"· in hoth 1980 and 2003. He was also The ln1clligcncer"s 
"Cuach of the Year" in 1979 and the Upper Ohio Valley l>"rl"'r Dan "Man of lhe Year" in 
2001. 

He ~ame<l hi-. bachdor"-. dcgn:"~ from Wc ... 1 t.ihcrty State College an<l a m:1..,ter\ degree 
from West Virginia Uni\'Ctsity. 

Thoma$ pa~se<l away in .2005 al the Jgc of 60. 

Don Zinni (Officillls) 
/)on Zinni (York\·1llc H'gh Schml. Cla" of 1954). He hcgan his ofli• 

ci,,tin~ l".arccr in 1970 .1s a ml!mb...•r of 1he Ohio Va11cy Board of Footb;tll 
Oftki;lls. remaining acth·e until 199l. 

Ile officiated ;,t the lli!i-trict. regional ;ind state (l!\"d in the WVSSAC 
pl:iyoff, fn>m 1975-90. work mg the 197'~CI•<> AAAStatcCh•mpionsh!P 
Ga111i:.: ,rnJ h"• worked games al 1hc rcgionar Jilli :i-tatc ~mlfinal Jc,·d 1n 
the OHSA...\ <luring th.:i, ,am\.' rime ,pan. 

Zmni uftkiatcd the Rud)' Mumky (JVAC AII-St;tr Chml)' F,~,1hall 
Cla"Ssic four limes (three ;1~ referee an<l one as ba..:k .~udgc I <m<l \ ... ·orkcd 
the 01 ISFCA North-South Ali-Star Classic in Massillon in 19S~. 

A member of the 01 ISAA Foocball Advisory Corn111ittcc for four years and u Past 
President and Rules lruerprc1cr of the Ohio Valley Board of l'oothall Officials. Zinni hc,amc 
OVAC Foo1ball Commissioner in 1995 and held thal po,i1ion until n:ciring in 1012 '" the 
longc,H<:nun..xl ln1,llv1dual ro serve 1n that capacity .. 

While '-Cr\ing .t~ OVAC Foo<OOII Commis~ioncr. the affable Zmm expanded officiating 
l.'rews from tour m~n co 1h~~ c.xpamfcc.l the offichttml:? b.:•sc 10 mclud~ ~verar .ire:,~ on both 
,tdcs of 1hc river lnc.:lu<ling Whcclin_g. Wcirton-Steubcn\ilk. Mason•D1xon. P;1rkcrsbur~ 
Marietta. Columhtana Coum). Cambridge•Z:tneS\ ille and Columbus: established raung of 
crews b\ ClXtchc!ii <luring the season Jnd h, the Comn11s~1oncr dftcr the season: served a:-. .a 
l·lcanng.hou~c for school, :..cck1ng opponenCs fi)r schcJulc opening,; ~nd a,,1gncU oflilta ~ Ill 
the Rudy Mumlc) OVAC All-Star Ch.ml) football Cla"i.: hy 1,o,111nn ra1,ng. 

Zinni al-.o ~p,cnt ,c\'Cral years in thi: coaching rnnks HI.! fiNt ~r,·ed a\ jumor h1:;h ~nd 
fre,h1mm b.iskctball coach frurn 195~-65, "as an ,1sstslanl foothall .:oach al Yorkvi k llrfh 
from 1959-65: was the hcod coach al Yorh1lle from 1%5-70: and then wa, the high school 
prin,ipal from 1970-72. 

He is also a member of the OVAC Jktll of Fame Comm1Uec. 
A~ J high ~l.hool athlete. Zinni '4as a ti.,ur-ycar [cncnnan in h.a~eha l.:t two-year lc:ucrm.in 

tn t(K>lhaU anJ .i one-ye~1r lcth:m1an in haskclb~tll at York,·iltc. 

Nick Aloi (Coaches) 
Nick Aloi (Midland 1Pa.l High School. Class of 19621. lfo co;u;h11>i; 

career began v. ith a thrcc-ycar stint ~1t hi:-. alma mater. Midland (Pa.) Lincoln 
Hii!h. where he led thc team to a stat..: nmner•up tinbh in 1986. fie wa~ 
named Class A ··c°'1ch of the Year"· 1n western Penn,vlvani;1 in 1985. 

-\loi\ rnaching swy JI f'~1'1 Livcrix•>I began in i986 anti spanned W 
yc;lf"i. long..:r than any haskcthalJ coach 1n school histor;. H<" complied d 
c-ar1.:cr n:cord of 326--1 :! J. :,n imprc~Sl\'C winning pcrcl.'nt.ige of 71% 

His Pouer-rn:ichcd teams won four Ohio V;ille) A~1lc1ic Confcn:nce cham­
pion.,lups ( I '191. '94. '95 and ·99 J: nme sccuonal titles: six d1stncl crowns and 
one i,;g1011al dtamp1onship "·ith an OIISAA s~"e "Fin:il Four· Appear.nee in 
1999. The "(J<J team fin"hed wuh a 23-2 n.·mr<l. foiling to Shaker He gins (71-6.1> in the Dl'1,ion 
I :,,tare ..;cmif1rnls. 

He wa, sclt.-c1ed Otoo DI' i,ion 1 ··coach of the Ye;ir" in 19% h) the 01110 High School Ba-ke1hall 
A~'-OC'i~1tlon iincJ 1999 by The Ass()(..1~l1cd Pn;ss. w~I.\ the D1slrkl 5 Baskcth.111 Coach,::,, A~~l'IC"tation 
..Co.1l·h of the Year"' 11 time~. E.:tstcm D.\trict .. Coach of the- Vc:M" ~vcn times and n::ce1,·\.·d s11ml,1r 
ho11or;. 111 Columblana Count\' numerous rnm:s. 

lk w;t< prevrous!v rnducted°into the East Liverpool I Ii th School A1hlet1<· 1 lall of Fame. the_ Bc.l\W 
County Spons Hal of Fame, the Midland Hi~h School Sport, Hall of Fame and the D1stn,·1 5 
B.tsketlxtll Coa<·hes A,s.->e:ial -<>11 Hall of F.ime 

Among Aloi\ aunhutcs WC:l'C cons1~1eni.:y. continuity and comm1tmcnl.c \"i<lcn1 in the foci thi.lt he 
nc..,cr mis~<l .in open gym. prm:ticc. "-Ctimm.1gc- or game <lunng hts pla)rng or ,·oachm:; ,·.:m.-cn. 
lie also sc.ancd lhc popular .. Polli:r IIoJi<lay Clas~1c ... a tournament known for..tu-a!i1r ~ompclltn)n. 
Jlld conuucl,'<l 1hc ··L,nlc Po11crs Ciln1<··· yearl) for the d1>1ri.:t\ elemental') and middle sclmo 
~tud..:nt~ free of ,·har-.;c. 

A:,. an -11h clc. Alo1 w,l:-. lhc l..:.a<ling -.corer. MVP and team captain tlf ~hdl,rn<l·:-. 196:! unJt·· 
fcat\."<I t,,:i ... kctlxil lca"11 . ..:aming AIJ-\\.'PlAJ. and All-St:Hc rc<.:og11itiv1l Hi;- lhcn \\.\:1U 10 Bo\\ ' in~ 
Green S1.11c Un1,cr,~(Y \.\h-1.•rc h~ w;.i, .t: rhrce-ye:ar ~tarter an~ tc..im co-,·..ipt;un a,crJ~mg 15 
pomt, per g.imc. Aloi came<l his h;.ichelor\ degree from Bowhn~ Green ,rnd Ja1cr ob1.a1ncc.l h1!i­
mas1cr's dt:~n.--i: from Duquesne Llnivi:-rsity. I le wu~ drafted by the St. Louis I law ks of the ~BA. 

John Howell (Officials) 
Jo/rn I/owe/I (Lanca,tcr fa1rfield Union ll1gh School. Cla" of 111'>7 . 

~·hen II come, to h1c:h "-1.."hool ha'ikclhall of1k Jls. Hu"-..: I i-. among the 
mosl ri:'-·ogn 1.cd ind1;lc.lllals 1hroughou1 th~ Ohio Valky. After d I. during 
a ~8-ycar oflk aling career he worked in pr.1<:11,·;d]) e\cr) g)-mn.ts,um out 
there. 

Howell became a member of the Ohio Valle) Bo;,nl of -\pprovcd 
Ba,ketball Official, ,n 1972 He served jS ,c,i,;tar. of the board for 1-1 
years:: as a tr.unmg class in~tnll·tor for (4 ycan.. dS rules mtcrprcter for 16 
yc11r. an<l a~'.',1gncd junior varsil) oll1dal., for 14 }Car, 

He scn·cd a:-. the OV.\C\ o\.-.sislJnt Ra~kcthal Comm1ss oner from 1983-
94 ;md hccame the B"ske1b.1II Commi,-ioner in 1995. a role he sttll ha, today 

Howell worked hts first varsi1~ baskclba I game m 197-l 1Padcn Cly vs St M .J)·s ..nd bL, 
fin.11 appc,u·J11<'C on the hardwood came March 11. 2009 in a West Virginia Class -'IA Regional 
game at Phillip Barbour High S.:hool. 

Howell worked a total of 27 state tournaments 1-1 Ohio bovs (1987. ·~8. ·90 _ '92. '94. ·95 
·96. ·98_ ·99_ '.!<MKl. ·02. ·o4. ·nr,: 08]: 5 Ohto grrls 1.lJO. 'JI. 9l, 01 Ol )· 6 \\1.,,1 \'irg .11ia hv), 
(~X. l/1. "'-'. 97. 99,0J): anc.12 \Vl.''-l Vi~inia g irls HG. M91 He al:i-o worked a total o1"75 rcgl()nal 
toumamcnt fame.., on:r the year~. 

In J')<JJ. lfowcll worked a \V, Va boys· Mme scnulinal game ·n Charleston "ith Mil~ Coyne 
m morning anJ then and Ohio girls" semifinal game in Columbus "•ith Roger Levi later same 
da)'. He officiated the fir.,;t lhrce-m:in champion~hjp hoy~· .gami.· 111 Ohio in 1996 and 1hc fir,t 
J-rnan championship hoy!-i· ~amc 1n W V.i. in t9'J7. 

Ho"cll t,;CCl\'Cd a host of awant, over the years. rndu<ling Nf'IOA (Nacional FcderJllon of 
lnlcrschoJasuc Otlictal, Associ.ition) Ofti.ci~tl of 1hc Year Ln West Vir1,!1ma 1n I Q91 and 1n Ohio 
rn 1997: Ohio Dis1r1ct 5 Oflictal of 1hc Year in I 9'J I. Ohto District 12 Oflic1otl of the Year 111 

1992: West Virgrnia Official of the Year in 1994 and wa, the 201 l recipient of the OVAC"s 
Robert Dawson Official<" Aw;,rd. lie was inducted '"'° the 01 ISAA Officials Jlall ,,f Fame. 
in 2<M>3. 

ln :1d<litko1 to ba~ketball. Howell ha!'i worked a~ a lrark offo.:ial ~in<:c 1972. scning in ,arious 
capacities m·cr the yc~1n- .tt OVAC mi.--Ct'- ,1s well ;1s al the lklla1rc Rday, .ind Shady-..icJc Relay:,;., 
anJ he ha\ hirndlcd the position of ..,·krk ,it those meets for rhc las, t .5 ycaN. 

While nOl an on-field ollicial in football. Howell scrve<l •" the 0\'AC\ Assistan1 Football 
Commissioner under )!all of Famcr Evan R.xsc from 1983-9-1. 

Harry 'Moo' Moore (Athlete - t940s) 
llarry "Moo" Moore (Mound"·illc High School. Class of 19481. The 

h-fooc-~ forv.•ard set school ,·Jrccr -,corillg re.:ords whlch lasti:-J IS years 
until hrokcn ·n 1966 b, OVAC Hall uf Famcr Rob Hummell. He scored 
1.7(XI l.'arcer points in f1.;ur sca-.c.uh ..incJ h..: •llso ~• the all•um~ TroJan single· 
game rcconl of S"'- JX>Lnt!i-. mcluJmg 25 goal:,;.. in ., 101-17 rout of Cameron. 

He ca.med first tc;,m. onc•das\ Atl-S1!1re as a ~nior ;,md was twice a first 
team All-011:-\C la~cst Class AA honoree. He also was the first state lligh 
School Pbver of the Year honnn."\:- in :,;.d..:ction" made from 19-+8-(,0 b\' the 
Tri-S1;11c 1tidcpcnde111 Tournament held in Si,1eM·illc. • 

Moore led the TwJan, IO records of 15-2 in I 948 and 19-3 in I Y-16 when 
the 1eam ad,·Jn,·cd to the V..'.Va region finals. 

He c~tmc<l a -,~hol;tr~hip to \Vc~l Vir~inia Uni\·crsity wh-erc he played on thr-..~ \'ar.,;ity tc.1m-. 
\\ 1th ;1 combined 60-20 record. mcludin_g a Southern Conference rcgul.1r ~Ca!tO0 and toumam\!nt 
championship Moore's 84 ~rcent car\.-cr free throw percentage r-Jnks No. 2 all-time ;lt \P\'VU. 
I le a"erJ.gcd 12.R pomt'- ,1 game a:-. a ~nior ancJ was s..:kctcJ honorJblc mention AU•Americ;1. 

He abo was chosen in lhe sixth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse N,,tional,. 
He ~cr'"·ed i11 the Artn)' infontty from I tJS~-55 and was ....:lc<.·tcd 10 pl:.iy in the 19.5-+ anncc.l 
for<.\:~ Pan.Ameri\.·;m Game, in Mcxko ~mu h1Cl·nmtion,d Ganh:~ in Gcnn~inr In :!:OCl7. he was 
inducted into the Wc,1 Virginia Univc"il) Sports Hall of fame. 

Moore. who retired in 1995 from the oil industry. resiues in Mound,v,lk. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Athlete. 1950s) 

lion ··Cy" Godfrey rM,ll'lm, Fen; lligh S,:hool. Cl•" of 1956) 
Thi.!' 6- 'o0t-~ ~tnnghcan -.ct .;chooJ -<oring n.-conh whtdl remain on 
lhc houk, for mon: 1han 50 }Cat'o. He ,haucrc<l Purple Rider c.ircc-r. 
,eason .md single game mark, set in 194-1 h} lcgcn<lat\ 0\AC ftaJI 
of Fan-,r A.c, Groza. 11.,. records include current standards of 1.300 
~arccr poims. a J2..I poim per game nonn as a senior. and 1w1ei: scoring 
5 1 po1ul~ .r: .1 g~,m~ a~au,o,.t \\'heeling and Bcnv. ood Un on The 'lilllgk 
gJmc mark ha~ been ucd. the others unbroken He ..:-amcd Al -Ohio a.n<l 
All-0\'AC hono" m 1956 al 1hc Purpk Rukc- w,;nt I X•tl " 11h -.,c11on,1l 
;ind u1s11ic11i1lcs before i..,-. in~ to c,ncon McKinley. 57-54. ,n rcg.onal pla). 

}fo came~ a '-Chotarsh1p to the _Um,·crs1t) ot M am1. when: t,.; ~cored 1 "'84 c;1recr poanL.; 
,» the llumcancs went 6 1-18 n ~-rs three ,·arsi~ seasons The 49(~) "lCAA Toumamcn1 team 
wcnl 23-4 and 1hc 1961 NIT Tounldlnenl squad ended 20,7 a, Godin,\ cam,'<l honor•blc 
mcnuon AU-America. • 

t k Jatcr ~cr;·1..~ as h':ad coach for four sca~on~ nf the I lumcancs bi:forc rcs1gm11;; Jn 1971. 
H,, pn1.e prolcgc w:is lulUn: Ba,kelbal Ha I <tf f'amcr Riek flam Godfn:v 1as o..-cn nductcd 
mto th1..• .t.:niv¢n-ity or M1am1 Sport~ Hal. -0f Fam1.· ,mt.I the AIIJnu'c Co;1~l C.~onfcrcm.-c l...cgcmb 
CJ.oss o l W 12 although he nc,·cr pi~}Cd an ACC ~allle \(1am1 ,, c1.m:n1il " mc,nbcr of the 
ACC. Godfrcy resides 111 Cor•I Spnn~s . Fl• • • 

Jim Brown (Athlete - 1960s) 
Jim Brown I Man;o, Ferry High Schoo . C ass of 961 1 A two sf)On 

Purple R dcr s~1mlout. he 1s lhc first OVAC .ithlete honorc'd pnman v 
f~r golf. In the .OVAC atJ-cla~s roun"-:~mcn1 he ·mprm•cd each y1..•ar 10 
place fo~nh. third. ;ccond :m<l firsc h s four years. lie .i'so \\Oil three 
OVAC Ohi,>-sidc ticks. I k won three Ohio dis1rie1 crown, •flcr pl:teing 
,~cnnd as a frcshm.i.n . rn the Ohio state 1ournamcnt. he unproved ¢.;.u.h 
..;l.!ason - I t"l. St!l . 6th Jnd 4th J.~ .t sc-:irur H s career malc..h n:cortl WJs 
~; -1. 111ctud .. 1g •~ I as a sen.or after m;,rks of 9 2. 11 O Jnd 10-1 He 
\\- ~ mcdu.i !t.t di! 39 ot' 47 c;m:cr match~s 

In basketball. the 5 foot 11 ~uanl "''" a ts-0-1,mc Al OVAC Class AAA cho.cc. tw cc Ail 
El ,tCm Ohlo t4;0-capu in as senior• and .\I .. Qh10 second and r.h rd tC:l"T! n two wire scr. 1cc 
sclccl >(>ns. He "as co-capt•m 111 enc Oh,o Norrth-South All•Slar Game. 

He carncJ, ,v,ularsh 1> 111 pla) .;olf and ha,ketha:t al Ohio Stale and hcc•mc OSt', No 
ro~kr Jnd "-..:nor team t:.i.pt.am and a thrcc-vcar \ ap.il\ haskcth;• II lcttcmMn. 

Af1c, "' ~Cdr., coac_h,nf .,1 Rol\in, College Ill ~- orid~ and Kelli S1.,1c. he re1urncd n 1911 
lo become OhJt;> S~alc s ninth gait <n1ch He rcma ncd for 36 !)C:.H,ons a~ the longest lcnurcd 
~oach n n, SP<'l1 ft OSU I !is teams won 17 Big Ten I tics and the 1919 NCAA champ•• 
,)n!'>h p a1Long 11 ~CAA Top lCJ frm~hcs and 31 .ippcar,.1,nccs. A thrcc-tJ1n~ Big Ten Cooch 
o( the Ycar, he v.<>n 11a1ional honor. 1n 1979 and I\IX6 He ha, been 1nduc1ed in10 1hc Gs f 
Co,achc~ of Amcm:<.1 Hail uf Fame ,md the Oh JU S1atc A1h cue!- Hali of Fam..:-. Brown -.pf·ts 
r\:t,n.!1111Cflt t4mc between Co umhu~ ;.mJ F-' lonUa. 

Rhonda Noble (Athlete- 1970s) 
ll/1011da Soble tSt. Clairwillc Hii;h School, Class of 19791. She wa, 

one of th~ first threc-spon female athle1c, in Ohio Vallcv annal,. She 
wa'i :d~n om: nf the hl:~t. • 

Nohlc not on) scarred in ,·ollcybal . basketball and softball for 1he 
l.a<ly Red fxvH~. hlll ,he was al'\.ll ju:-.l as impressive in the realm of 
:tcadcm,r,. Nohlc \ man} 1alcn1, hcipcd clcva1c 1hc I.adv Red Dc,·,Js 
Ill team SUCt"C!<.!1-, -

.\s :.i. si;nior. ,he lc<l St. C ·~ \'Olkyball team to chi; regional toum~• 
mcnt. It ,\.a:,. a m1lciaonc ach1cvc111cnt a!\ It marked chc first time an 
t!a~lcnl Ohio 11..·..i.1~1 c, er .i.d\'an:cccJ to th..: $\.\-~Ct 16 The La<.!\ Red ():vi ls wen.:: also aowncJ 
OVAC d1Jmpions thJI ~a~on. '-J'oh1c was \'Otcd the team's~ mo!-i-t ,aluablc player that cam­
p;ugn. ao h1mor she al-.o landi:<l .a~ .j soph(Jm(I~. A,;. dmmnating. ,1s. she "'a~ m \·olleyhall. 
'loblc ma~ have been cs-en murc-m in b:iskcthall In lcadm~ SI. C. 10 lhc OVAC c·ham1,.on• 
ship her senior camp:ngn. Noble landed ever, conceivable honor. She w:i, rntcd. al!-OVAC. 
all-Di,1ric,1. all-Valle} and all•Oh,o. She \\as named 1hc team's MVP and was chosen to play 
111 the O\·AC All-Star Game. In softball. she v.·as a thrce•vcar Jeuerwinner and w•s aga,n 
named MVP as a ~cmor ~ 

Her St. C. career fralured I (l athlc11c kucrs and licing voled 1hc school', female mhlc1c of 
1h~ yc . .ir for I 1fl8~ 71.J She '-''.ts also a member of the St Ciair~vLllc National Honor Soc1ctv 
She "a, mductc'<l 1nco th,· S1. Cla1rs'lllc lhgh School A1hk11c Hall of Fame in 2008. • 

Ken Vargo (Athlete • 1950s) 

Ken Vary:u (Mal1ms Fen;- High School.Ca,, of 1'152) A 1hn:c•<fl0rt. four­
year Pu,p!c Rider athlete who""' team capta,n in foolball and basketball•·' 
a senior and a tr,.1,ck team member A ().foot. 184-pound ccm..:r-hncbackcr rn 
foo1ba!I. he c.irned first 1eam Associated Press All-Ohio dcfen,e •s a senior 
and was sclcc·1cd capmm of the A l,OVAC and Af,. \.allc) "Big School" 
honor rolls The 1951 Ah-Valle, sclecuons were 1he frst ones ;clcc1ing B g 
anJ Small School teams . Vargo. j .$8 m1nucc pla)cr, dbo wa~ a 1v-~)-l1m¢ All 
Easlcm OhHl ~ lccl on at center 

He earned a schol.1rsh1p 10 Ohio State Un1vers t,· where he became a 1hrcc 
)Car rc!!41~ar ,tl center and Buckey.: co,·ap(am ,1S .., s..:nior when he earned 
first 1cam Al,-B,g Ten Conference w,th two 1cammates in the College Foo1bal (foll of Fame 
He"man Trophy winner Howard ; llopalongl C•ssadO\ and Outland Trophv "·mncr Jun Parker 
\•rgo p a}ed m the I 956 Hu a Bowl. 

As J unior. he wa~ a rcgu.a on a [O.(J record u:o.1m -whu.:t- won the Rose Bo" . 20-7. t..~,..:r USC 
"'"d 'i' .ts r,am~d the AP Sal lnaJ Champion, 

Vargo'"" d_rafted ,n the mnlh round by lhc Ch1cd~O Bears of the N. I on.11 Foolbal I L~aguc ' bu\ 
op1cd to pl:., 10 CmJd:1 "uh_ 1he 01wwa Rough Rider, where he""' Cm ... u,an Foo1ha'I Lca~uc 
All-Scar nncbacker m his 19,6 rookie !>Cason. 

Aflc" his p avi:,g c·:tr\."CT he ~malncd ln Canada and r~s .dc~ n Otta\\~ 

Larry Marmie (Athlete • 1960s) 
tarry Marmie , Bamc,\'il,c l·hgl1 S, houl. CIJ" of ,9'\IIJ An AII-Ohll.l 

quarterba,k for the Shammcks. he a"' ~amcd Al -OVAC hor.,r,. '" fm tlla!I 
JnJ All-F....1..;~cn1 ()hi,) honor... in ha:,.kctbalJ Jnd fo:)thaU J ' J scnic,r. H.: J1..o 
wa, selected AII-Va,lcy "Small Schoo," first IC.t.,. <,Uallc•had . 

Playing for co;1ch Bob tSmokcy, Wfon on a 7•2 record 1cam as .1 senior in 
195<), Manlll_e wJs scle~ted to the UPI AII-Oh10 Class AA team and played Ill 
lhc 1960 Ohm-West Virgm,a AU Star game. The 1959 Shamrocks avcr•gcd 
30.4 points J game with Mannie ru,hini.: for 62(, }anls Jnd 1>asS1ng for 566 
yJnl:-. m a halan<.·i:d alta'°k 

In 1960. he w;lked on •I Oh:o S1a1e Uni,cr,.it) •nd ""'•member of1he 
trc~hman team before tr~mstcmng for hr~ tmal three yea~ at Easl~m Kcntuck) Um\cr~ I} A 
four-year srancr at quartcrbuc.1o.. he was team c~pta.n .mu MVP JS ,1 ~nior ,and set SC\Cn schoo 
records. 

After fhc col cgc as:.1stant coochms Jobs. he joined Anzona State .as dcfcnsi\C coordinator m 
19~5 and hccame head coach for four year,; from l 98a.9 I A ftcr stops at Tennessee and UCLA . 
he JOmci.1 th.; pmfcss on~I coa,·hmg rank~ from 19%-20C3 with 1hc Ari1.ona Cardinals He then 
.Jomcd 1he St. Lou,s Ram, (21X14-05) and Scan a Seahawb 12W6-09J. 1..ist sc:tson wash " 4~1h 
) ear m co:1ch.ng 

He c.um:nl[.) rc~idcs m Ca 1form.t. 

Peri Powell (Athlete • 1970s) 

Peri Po••ell (Manins Fen, lligh S.:I\OQJ. ~• uf 197<1, Sb: J..i,n~""·""'--<l 
herself a, a superb college softball pJ~}s'f. U.ifoncn.,ci,· for Powel;. t...... ~ gn 
school did not field a prep ,oflball 1c.1m • 

That didn't stop her. howc"cr. from being an exception..J athlcle for 1he 
Purple R1dcr--. lcuc.:ru'I_!; in 1hn.:c "(1llrt., 

Powell <,;(II) rJtes :.is one of the finest baskctb~1 I players. male or fom,llc. 1n 
M:lllins Ferry his1ory. She pourcd m I . .UJ.I pom1s m her prep c:irecr In the 
proce!l-s. the dynamite guard was. acconlc..-d all-OhLO honors as a junior and 
~mor. She was also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a ~cnior and was 
caplain of the All-Valley team that ••me )Car . 

Po\\ocll JL~pl:.iy~d her ,,crs;u1lity b) lcttcnng f .. lUr vc:.irs m i,.oUcyhall for the Fernan~ \\h1lc a "0 
lcncnnc lhr(.'C' vcar.,. in track ~m<l lit:i<l. 

_Softball came 10 the forcfrom at 1hc next Ic,·c!, ,t> Powell earned a full scholar.hip 101he College 
ol Stcubc1Mlle. As fate would have 1t.1he c-ollegc did aWa) w11h the progr•m after two )cars 

Powell remained und:iuntc<I. however. She ,nnply took her ,asl softbaJ ,kills 10 West Liberty 
State College. II wa., a mo\'c that paid quick. a!beil. sho11 di,idcnds. Powell earned fir,1-1eam all 
W\'IAC accolades in softhall for th,· Lidy I lilhoppcc- She opted. howcv,-r.10 leave West L11'cm 

It ,iw.1, n~11 th~ end _of hc:coUc~ialc explrnt~. ~~ '.'lhl.;' llccid1..xl to pl~ her trJde ~tt Whee.Ing Colfq!c 
(IlO\.\' J1,,~-.u,1 Un1\·c;r,at~ ). She -.,:np1cJ ..1 hnlha111 1w,~ycar "-an!cr w ,h 1hc L:.u.h Car<l naJ,. 

She gamed all-WVIAC honor.. both ,cason, and was nam,'<l confen:ncc player of 1hc ,car as a 
scmor. She baned .-H7 thal year. Pov,cll played n the "lAIA nauona tournament n San Antonio. 
Tex» Powell ""-' voted NAIA AII-Amcncan. the first Lady Cardinal athlelc to e,cr gam th:it dis 
1111cuon. Whcclinc College rcnrcd h,-r softball JCl"'Y m 1987 

After her playing days. Powell distinguished h=clf 111 lhc coaching r.utks She S.:f\cd as Wheeling 
College head ><1f1hall co:lch for 1wo }Cars. bcmg named lhc WVIAC Coach of the Year. univ to ha,, 
lh~<.·oUcgc di~·ontmuc the pmgmm. Pu"°-cl t.i.lrrcnll)' ~J"\-c, a.-. a,"'1,tant -;c:,ritxdl (.'Oaeh at Manin~ F .. ~ -

.>..flcr reccmni.: her St. C diploma. Noble wcnl from one 111ll1,,p 10 another. She chose 
Wes1 L1licrty Seate College to con1inue her athletic and academic pursuit •nd she was a 
rnrc thrcc-,port pcrfonncr III college. She was an impact performer early on for 1he Lad~ 
lhllloppcr, \'Ollcyb:ill progr.tm. She wa, named •11-WVlAC as a sophomore. junior •nd 
senior She he pcJ lead WLSC to lhc t·unfcrcnrc rrown in 1981. All-conference honor. and i------------------------------------1 
Noble hcramc '}non)mous. She camcd al!-WVIAC plaudils ,n haske1hall as• scmor and M k E (" .------. 
a, a Junior and ,cmor in ,ohball. She was inducted imo 1hc Wc,1 L,bcn, Uni\'crsit, Hall ar mmer 1ng (Athlete • 1980s) 
of F.tmc m ~UOU She returned as We,1 Liberty', head ,·ollcyball coach ·rrom 1986'.199~ .u.,_,k Emmrrling (l::.tsi l.1\erpool High Schoo . Cla" off lJ89J Wrc,Urng 
Dunn~ that ccnurc. she was 1w,ce ( 1987 & 1981) ,·01cd WVIAC Volleyb:ill Coach of che and Emmerling .,re ,ynonymuu,. 
Year Noble , the chairperson of West Liben(s Dcpa11mcnt of Health & Human pcrfor• He is 1hc unque,tioncd greatest gr..lppler 1hc Co!umb,.ma Count,-bascd 
mane:-: 1n the College of Edu<.·.ation. ~hool ha~ c,·cr prcxiuccd Moreover. he 1!- one 1-Jf the mo,1 "ucc.:~'-ful an 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ohio Valle} Athlcuc Conference annals 
Emmerling rcachctJ r,nlicd air II Janual) of 19X9 That " when the 

t..ilcnced and i::,rill\ Potter hct..amc only the ,;,ccund wrest er to v-. Ln four 
OVAC mm champl0n~h1p,. the other hc1og lcgcndJrv Ha!I of Fam(.!r RL)hb~ 
Duugl,t<. rmTI>:r~nc cstah:ishcd •n F,asl I.J\·crix>ol school record. thalkmc 
up l '5 career \\•rc~lhng , ictoncs He .al$0 owns Poctcr school records fo"r 
rnnst h'gh school tournament places (24). most pms i 100! and most dual-match \!clone, '9! 1 

lfo foLl1 '1 OVAC Toum:imem title also brought him 1hc eo,c1ed Da\ld 81erko11te A-.ard. 
emblematic as the loumc) 's MVP. Emrncrhng captu~d three scct1011~1t .. harnpJOn\h ps . three 
U1~~nct crowns and a rcgtoaal crown. His "rate lournamcnl hopes t1.crc -.fashcd b\ .. njuncs as a 
JUmn r ~oJ -...·111or. Has mat "U<.:<:<:'-"' wa" ,1mlclv cmhnu:c<l b, 1hc Ea,1 ( wcrpoo co"T'mumt, He 
rc<:ci\:t:d ,he Lou Vcmlicti Award as the schoo! outstandmg wrestler while also being horiorcd 
by the cuy"s m:.iyor '-''Hh "M,trk Emmer.inc Duv·· on fcb 6. 1989. 

J lJ:.; pn:p prowc~s led him 10 West V.rg1'r11a Unl\crs.l} where he c,1rnc<l two -1:Jt letter~ for 
the Mountaineer,, , 

Jk also pcrfonncd ,1,-cll in cross countr}. earning four Jctt..:r.,; for the Pou..:rs. and ex.eel cd n 
the ciJ~sroom. being .rdullcJ ll"I I~ "l'hool's Nalion•tl Honor Soc.1cl). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Blaine Rose (Athlete. t980s) 

IJ/ai11, Kos, !Stanton fl,~h School . Cla,s of 1%4) In it, heyda~ 
S1a111ut1 ho:i.skd snmc or 1he pn!mi('r 3th[dc-:-. in the' Ohio Valley. but 
none were better th:ln Ro,;.c tic \lo·a.~ a lhn.~ !->port st;\ndout. who fK1~ 
)Csscd dccu.thlctc-hkc 1:1.lcnts in tr.k.:'k whih.: at!rlu ~ktllcd t:n11..'u~h tui cam 
a OJ\ smn I h,)Ot~all ')oi;holar.-lup. 

R, ,c could ,·in~al y do II all . whether ,,,, rhc gnd mn. has~cthall 
1..·oun ur in the 1rnck an::na. \Vh~n the Just sculcd on "ib ~ucccs.:,;-laden 
prep ~arccr. Rose opted en ~ontlnuc h1s 31hktJc and a\.~a<lc1'l"lc can.:~r !lt 
the l.inhcNlcy of Maryiand. where he cnjoyl.!d a ~upcrh fck.nhall ~art..-cr. 

Th1; 6 ft. 5. 2IO-pt.lund~r ~:.a" Stanton's only 1h~1;-,pu11, ~11-Valky 
lirsH~am :,,;dcclion. I-le v,,a:\ also ~lcctcd !'l)' The lr11d[igc11~~r as tl11: ll}XJ-X..i Ohio Vall"-~) 
AII-Sp"•rts !llhktc uf lhr..~ ycar. 

Rli!\,.. wa~ a thn..~·ycar '.\tarter in fof..ltball. -;l.arring a:-i a tight cnJ anJ JclCn.•dvc ,.•nd. He 
wa~ ~~h:ct~d as cap1ain of lhli! all \'alky SmaH School 1cam ~L'\ a ~nIor, a '.\Cason m "hkh 
he '-ollcc1cd more 1ha.11 100 1acklc:,; :md caught ~J passc-. for four tou'-hdowns in a grounJ­
onl.'mcJ offonsc. 

Rose u!-cd his great s·ze and athlct1c·jm to ?-parkk in baskelhaU. fini-,hing h1:,. career ''-"ilh 
I .()52 pomcs. He wu, accordcJ lirst-lcam all-O\,\C aod all-valley plaudits while hcing 
1t:1mt:d th1rJ 1i:am ;-II Ohio Ile averaged 18 1. poini... anJ 14.9 n;bou,1<ls that camfHlign a-; 
Stanlon finl!,hcd with a sparklmg 17 J mark 

Ro:-.c camcJ the rare Jistinc1ion of hcrng a threc~ycar JU-Valky trad. :-.dcctmn. Hi: 
cx.~c-llcd as ;,i di~cu~ thrower. pok vnullcr. h1gh jurnixr Yoh1k lending h1~ ,pccJ lo Red 
RaH.lcr.'i· relay IC.Im!-. I k wa'.\ a 13-l{lol pole v.aull~r which was remarlahk for hi:,,. ~11.c "'·hik 
ill,o lO.isil•g the diS4.:us 1-lS fl!ct. winnin~ mullipk OV~\C 1jllc'.\ in 1hosc c\·..,·111!-

Aftcr pick·ng up hls Stanton diplom:.i. Ro:i.<! ma1ri1.:ulat!.!d 10 Maryland. k11c1in~ r..,),tr yc:a.r-. 
for the ·1crrar111~. H<.~ wa, thl: backup 1i.ght end hi!- lir..l lwo year.- D.!forc landing th..:- !'itanin~ 
~pnl as a juni1.lr. By lhc t"mi: he WJS a S4!nior. Ro-...:- had blo:--.vmcd into a ti fl 5.160 pounJcr 
which n:!<lult~d him monng lo a ~taning: guan.:1 ,;Jot Tlk! mov~ pa.id d1v1dcnJs .1..~ 11 l!'arncJ huu 
emry mto the ~r'L. Uc was on the New Cngland P-Jtnots· tax: squad in l 99(1 and tht• Miami 
Dolphms • taxi ,quad in IQ<) I Rose's pro footb.ill day, cn,kd in 1992 when he played for the 
Orlando Thunder of the WorlJ foo1haJI League 

Ben Taylor (Athlete - 1990s) 
Be11 Taylor tBclfaire lligh School. Class ,,f 19')7) Then:·, cough 

and then then:·s the way llm Big Reds' all-Ohioan play,-d throughout 
his carc~r. 

It didn'1 maucr what side of the ball. Taylor was heavil) involved in 
the success of the Bi£ Reds' football program m the mid 1990s. During 
Taylor, career. in which he earned three lcllel'$, the Big Reds compiled 
a J.'i J r..:--..on.l. 

Two of those lhn.!c lO!<iM!S came iii 1hc Ohiv Division I\' S1at¢ 
Champion:,hip Gaml.' During 1hosc :-.~a!'>on!- Taylor "av.. lim..:- al line~ 
bod . ..:r. -,afot~ and wu.k n:ccin:r for Coach J\lhn MJg1"'tro\ !l.qu:.id. llylor. "'ho "·:i.s a Ima 
team all Ohioan and a ··Mr. Foo1han·· finahsb .a'.\ a ~C'IIH)t. ·m,~hcd h,:-. career \l.·11h .;.ig tacl 
lcs and 12 in1crc1.:p1ions on defense. I k wa'.\ abo a m:.iinstay in the pa~sing game. cat..:hing 
L\0 pa!.M!S for 1,679 yar<ls and 1~ 10l1..:hdl1wn'\ in hi~ career. He was ;,tlsu an oulstanding 
punter, He .ilso own~ th1,: Bellaire siitglc-~~\snn n:cord for n:~cr,tion'.\ in a :-.ca:-,un (70) and 
tan:cr. Hb career lad.le num""-:r rank!- lhir<l iu Bellaire hisll>I"\' an(J his 192 la,:klc~ in a 
scasnn rJnb '-;Cc,mJ. His rccc1"ing yardag1.; is fnurlh. ·1o.yl,)r wus.'"ho!-rl!n for 1hc Ohio l'\onh­
Soulh All-Star Gaml.' and was cho-.cn as a 1cam cap1ain. H" atso tool.. p.111 in the ()\ AC 
AII-.Slar Game and captained that ~4uad. 

Iii: kmdc..'J a -.chola~hip JI Virgini.1 ·rl!'~h ancJ '.\hin,.-J for l'hur yr..~ars The Hok1cs were 3\J4
() 

Jurin~ fayJor\ ,.:Jn:a m Hla ... k~liurg. En route to being named a ~cmifin:ilbt for the Butkus 
Awanl. which ~C.X:'.\ to 1hi; n:uaon·:-. prcm11:r ~ollcg1at1; lin..:ha,.:kcr. Taylor l'lr.'Cordcd 318 1a,.·klcs 
and sc.,,·cn career sacb He "as twice named all -American and all-Big Ea.'i.t After l1ni'.\hi11g 
the rcgul::ir ~ca~un lJ,1d1.~1ca.1cJ 1n ltJ99. 'laylor ;.u1d th~ Hulrn!'s cv.·ho had ~hch.:11;-I Vic~ :it 
4uar1i:mack.) playvd in the Sugar Bowl for 1hc BCS }.;ati1mj[ Charnpil~nsh1p ag.1.in~t FloriJa 
Slate. The Hokt..:-s lo!r-t. -16~29 TJvlor wa§ ~hosen r,.lr the Ea~t4 \\le~t Shrine Game afll.r the 
21X)I ~,.•a'.\on. I le v,;a:-. tht:n Jnift-:(t in 2002 bv the Cleveland Brm":n:-. in thc fourth tound 
1-k ~pcnt four scil~ons at linch.id,\.·r with the ·Browns and then signed wi1h the Gn..'l~n Bay 
Pa ... kcrs in 2006, but inJurii;s ~nJi:d his proft.!'isional playing t:arec:r. All told. ht.: l\".Cordcd :! l:S 
l."an:cr lack le'.\ in 1hc NFL and had l)nc inlcrccp1ion . 

\long "ith Taylor·s foothaU atnlitic,. h\! "·as a member of 1wo O\AC Championship 
ha,kethall team, coa,hcd t,~ OVAC llall ol fumcr Gene A111miran1c. The I 9Q7 Big Reds' 
hoop "'4uaJ Wllll th~ di"lrict titt...~ Taylor al•m played baM:hall cnr9y 111 hls prep career anJ 
th¢1l ran Lr-.1.:k .as a :-..prin1cr. 

Taylor "·a" int.luch:d co the Bdlairc I tigh Sch<H>I Hall ,1f Pamc.· in 2005. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Sylvia Crawley (Athlcre. t990s) 
SyMa Crowley 1S1e~bcnvilk lligh School. Ci;,ss of 199111. l;1ili7.ing hrr 6 

ft ➔ frame.the~ 1,1,,.1.•m·1 much 1hjs Big Red product coulJn"t do on a ba.,;ket• 
ball tloor Playmg prir.i;inly at center. CrJwley developed ioto one of the best 
post pla)'ers Steubcmi le and the Ohio Valley ha, ever seeo. A three-year 
ktlCJ'\\' 1tnel'. Crawk} ~ IJOYCd her fin.:s.1 c!imp:u~n as a Sl!ntor when 'ihe a\:c=r4 

aged 11 9 p<>111ts a pme ,md led the Ohio Valley with 19.-1 rebounds and ;in 
;:•s1ounding 7 3 blocked sho1,. Cni.wh!~. "·ho al!.O l!i!tli!l'l!d in track and tield. 
ended h,·r prep c.1recr with \17~ pc,tnls. 966 r.:hound< and 35~ blocked <h<>ls. 

For her ~ffon~. Cr:,wlev \\.il:O- 1wice named Co lhe atl-OVAC Class,\,\,\ 
fir'>l team and ~he e,;:;1pcnin~J the Ohio-slde ;lll-Vatley '.'r>l,IU;ld :Is J -senior after 
t'i.lm·ng ~econd lit!am honon. a~ :1 junior. 

While scoring. reOOunding and blocking shots ;11 will. the n:crulting picked up sceam for Cr.1wley. 
who r~eiveJ oftet'S from ~orth C.U\)iina 5c.it\!'. Indi:.lJ1a. Tex:L\ A&M. Minne-.oca and num~r('ll,;; 
others. but she settled on the Univers11i of North Carolina. For the Tar l·llo;ls. Crawle) scored I .I >S 
po1n1,. grahbo.-d 581 rehounds and hlock.:d 12.1 sho1>. while ,wning 101 care-er games. Her"'°" 111ng 
1tt.·h1eve111en1. howe\'C"r. came ~L\ ,1 ,;;emor \.\·hen ~he w~ nanleJ le-Jill captain and helped lead L:f\'C to a 
~3-1 record and the KCA \ :Sational Championship. Crawley a,·,:rag,:d 13.6 point< and 5.2 reround< 
per gamli! th~t ~a.'iOn. Cr.iwlcy w;t., namc-d ACC Ddensi.,,c Player of 1he Year thtte tunes. S~ "'"~tc;, 
an altema1e for the U.S. Olympic Team 111 1996 and ployed oA lh< natiooal team for tl1e I 99Q l.S 
Pan•Am Game" .Jill.I in the World Ln1"·el"li1ty G~nc,. f\l,nh C:uuhna ~m~d Cmwle~ \ numbt!r (00) 
and it"s ju~t one of I J jersey,;; 10 hang from the r.1fter<1 m Cann,chnet Atena 

Crawley·s hoop c~r con1inue<l pmfe..;s1onull~. She plaved 12 se.:isono;. in 16 d1ffcren1 coumne"s 
She pla)'.:d in the now defunct ,\81. for fiv.: years and then after playinl,'. 111 Europe. she p 3\cd thrw 
sca.wns m the W~BA. Dunni ht:r time with the Ponland Power m lhe ,-\BL. Cra,vl~, '-'On J ,li1m 
dun&:. ,.:-0111es1 '-' ith ..t blind-folded dunk Aftt:r ~ play mg career. Cmwk) gol 11110 coach mg. She ~f'\i:J 

i.L'i an assi:-1an1 al L:NC ;md Forttham before txing hired ;L'i. t~ he.id coach a1 Ohio C'm,en. 1~ She 
held that pc.1!.t for 1wo S't!.1son1; ,md then :lC,<.-epted the= Bo'!'lton Coll~gc Job, res gn111g in M•i.«h of 1011 
citing he:i.lth reasons 

Bethany Piccolini (Athlete - 2ooosi 
B,thany Pkcolini (St. Cla11wille High School, Cl:L" of 2(KH ). It d1dn ·1 matter 

th,, ,pon. thi, Lady Red De,·ii, product shined./\ mai11<ta) 111 b.-.sko:tball and a 
stale (hampion in trock .:ind fidd. it was Jn \'olleyball w~re Piccolini rea.fly ldt 
het 1tt.vk on 1hc.:: Lady Red Dc\·1ls· at.hlc1ti: pro~ram. 

Piccolini w.t', a four-yl.!ar lcuc["\,\,·inni:r for the L.'\dy Rl!'d ixYils. ca.ming lh\!' 
1eam·s Most ValuaMc Player h,mor roth a.< a junior and <enior. Leading 1he 
Lad} Ocvils in nearly c'-"·e11 s1a1istical category. Piccolini wa_,;; n:m1<.-d tirs1-1~am 
all-Ohio a...; a -S4:nior. On top of the honor. PiccoHni wa.'\ named ttk: District 12 
Player of lite Year and was a first team all-O\'AC ,«loctioo. She also captained 
l.tk.~ mausuraJ a.JI-Tl.mes Lc.k.kr l~:'lm as a ,;;enior. As a junior. Piccolini t.•amcd 
first 1c..1.m Dis1rict 12. alt-OVAC first tc.1m :md honorable mention all-Ohio. 

I !er prowc~:- in volle)·t'laJI camt..xJ hl'r a ~hol:u-ship to Eas1em Mit.:higan L"niversi1y where '.\ht:" was 
a four-y~l.f knerv-•11lfh~r. She ranks 13th in EMU can."Cr ranJ..ings in tx,th kills rutd auernpl:,, and i~ 
r1ghLl1 in l>lod a,si,ts. I !er h11t1ng percentage of .778 rai1~< third and she 011.;c had JO blocks i• a 
match. which is tied for I Ith. 

In ttxk. PiccoHni u1iH1.ed her jumpml! ahilit) a., a high J.nd long jumJ)l!r. Shi: won the Div1sl0n 11 
"'1a1< title in both cvcnh. Sh~ ~:as .1 long. Jump ch..-unp1on as~ jumor and finisht.~ Sc."Cond that ~a..-.on 
in the high jump. Piccolini's all-time best high JUlllp of 5 ti 9 is ,1ill the Di,is on 11. Region ',,:cord 
-':-. Wt.'U a,(, the= bc!sl-<!\-'t:r in lhe Ohio Vallc:y A!i 3 ~na'lT". Piccolmi brought home the !-talc god in the 
high jump. dcanng 5 ft . 7. I !er marl< of I K f1. Ir.? in .. which ranks third all-time in the Ohi,, Valle). 
w» good en,>ugh for third pl:ice. She al!\O <Jualtlicd 10 the state meet in the ~00 once and ran on 
,print relays for the lad} ReJ Devils 1ha1 also qu,~ihed for the stare niee1. P,ccorm was al,._, a ll\e• 
tim..- OVAC champion. She 1vas ch0sen to l~c part in the pre,1ig1ou, Midw61 l\k~t ,>f Chitmp,ons. 
placmg s«ond in the! long, jump. founh in lhl! high jump and .,ixth in tht! -KXJ. 

On the basketball court. Piccolini ,cored more than 1.000 points in her career and earned lir.st team 
all Ohio a.~ a sc:nior whl!n she scored 18 poi111~ a £3mc. Sh~ w3s fir~t~tcam alt-OVAC a., a semor and 
sh,: was. also cho)lt!n for the OVAC .\II-StafG::10'\C. She: wi"' 1wice nan~d team MVI'. 

While 01 EMU. Picooltni jumc-d the Eagle, trac~ team and finished fifth in the Mid-Am<rknn 
Co11Ccre1k:'t! Outdoor Championship Mccl ln the hi£h jump. Piccolini graduatc:d from E.,$ci:m 
Mkhig;1n in ~I06 with :-i dcgr« in Spoe1s Medicine4 Excrclsc Science. She- lhcn c~ncd a doctorate 
of Physical Therap) from Whcclin!! Jcsui, Uni,·ersit) in 200~. 

Jedidiah Stephen (Athlete • 2000s) 
Jedidioh Step/ten (Sl,coanJ,>ah High S,:h,,ol. Clas, of 2tX12J ·n,cn, i,nt a 

!ripe.Mi )"l'll c;m name that this fonni.:r 1/..cp Ji<ln't shine in Junng his high ~t)l:101 
C:.ltL'Cr. Whitl.! camin.g all-Ohio in f1.101hall and 00,~t!ttiall. it w:ts on llk: b;hchall 
Ji~nl<.md whc;n; S1c.:phc:r1 ,;xp!:ri~nc.,_-J hi'.\ ,g.n:.ati:~1 :,,.UCt.x.•,;s. 

t\ lhur4 y..:-ar starter for the '.Zcp~. Stephen wa.., nm~ of 11'k.• lincsl hittl'rs the Ohio 
Valle~ ha., cwr -.ccn. He led 1hc.· /.cps in hiniag a..._ a ""Cnior :11 _--;..u. \\,'hich still 
:,,.LanJ'.\ as the: ,chl1ol\ all-time hcst. 1--<>r his C'at\.-cr. Sl("phcn batted •➔75. He also 
had ~,gmtkam J"'>P n1 hi:-. hal a...; c\·i<lcm.x:d hy the 12 horn ... • 1un~ he hit a., a senior. 
which rankcrl '.\l:"C(md in Ohio th::ic M.°;J.M)tl. 

Stephen m<-kk an impact ~arly in his h..L"-1:hatl <.:an."<:r. reading the 7..cfl' ·n home 
mns 16) .md 1l\-Cr-J.i!,e .-1,74) :L,;; a lrt!-..hm!Ul. He wa., num ... -oJ tt, 1hc :dl-f.a."ltem DJ'.\tnct t<:am lhn.'1: time:,,. 
and eam<.-d tirst-team '111-Ohio as a scrnc>r. ,\long with that. he wa., narn<.-d :~1-OV,\C :,nJ all-PVC 
numerous 111nc..._ Juring hi!.c:irt.-cr.J\, a ''--nior. he wa." named OV,\C Cl;L,sAi\A Pby~rof th..,~ Y!!aranJ 
wa.-. (;hoscn for 1hc :\·lit.uoo ,\114 Star 1~am. Hew:"' ,1 four-tin'k! "-'.'ipicm of the "Golden Har .-\wan.J." 

Stt!phcn :-.ign1.-J a ha.~h;LH scholar-.h1p with The Ohio St:nc l1m,·t!r-1ty anJ 111;1J~ an m,tant 
impa..:t. /\ four-ye~ lcH\!nn:.u1. he -.1anccJ 1q5 games ;lt thmE ha."',! an<l shtll1.'.\t<lfl :ind haucd .286 for 
hi'.\ i:arr..'1.!'r. Hi!' had f35 hil'.\. IX hum~ run!ri. 95 RBI. scon.>J ~O run~ and drev., .Ul walk~ . .-\ multirlc• 
tilnl.• all•,\cadcmic Rig Ten sdt!ctiun. he W<L"'i nam,."<..l second le.am aH-t.,mfercl'k."\! .i,s a "-Cnit)r He 
h:itJ a hOcf ,1in1 a.., a pmfc'.\sional. He w:i~ tJr-J(l<."<I in the l!1gh1h round of l~ i\fajor l.c:1i;uc H:.i.,,d,~11 
Dr..11l b,· 1.hc Rult1r11vrc Oriole-.. 

Rell'lfl! :-c1tling strictly on 0aschall. Stcp~n wa." a f1,ur-ycar lcttcm\;ill lll ftx,thall. /\n ou1:-.1a1lding 
punter and defcnsin.: hack. Stcphcn had a hnlh:u11 ').Cnior :,.ca-;on ac qu.-nerh~<.·k. eaming first tc;1m 
all-Ohio .. 111-OV/\C. all-PVC and Jn 111v11a11011 10 hl>lh the '-onh-Soulh ;iod OV.\C All St.ir Games 
He linbhcd his rre11 ,.;an.~r with 4'.110 yards and 42 h.,u,.·htk1wn, ras~mg He r.m for C . ..:J9~ yanh 
and 32 1oud1down,. 011 the dcfc1ts1"e ,idc. he p,ckc'<I oil 19 pa.,sc,. 

On the ~a,keth;ill court. Stephen helped guide the Z,p, to a 50-17 n,conl during hi, career H,• 
liU(!J ir ur, for 25 poinrs ;.1 g~m~ a, a ~n1or !.l.nt.1 finhht!d his ~an..-"\!'r wich I .17~ point:-.. He scon.."U .549 
of tho:-.c during hi-. tin~I campatgn. including a ,inglc•gamc high or ..;5 Stt!p~n wa..,, a fil"'t tc~lm 
:.ill-Ohio;m :.i"' a ~niot ,md c..inu .. -d Oh1<1 Di\lsmn UI Stme r>la\.·cr ol the Yc:ir honor-. 10 !!(.) aJ..,,111! 
with f.a.,tcm l)i,1rk1 Plai.•cr of the Year .• •U-OVt\C and all-PVC Hi: w~s abu th-.! Eascenl Di'.\tn(.:i 
nominee for '"Mr 8:i,~cth:.ill"' and mok pan in hmh th~ J-,:,,r1h-Soulh and OVAC ·\II Star Games 
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James Companion (OVAC Contributor) 
James 1-: Companion, Jr. (The Linsly School. Class of 1990). He 

established Scholastic Spons Marketing. LLC along wi1h Bill lhlenfdd 
in W0-l (he has been !he sole ov,ner since 2011) to help high school 
kagot:s raise monc:~ lo enhance the o\·crall c.,.;pcncncc for high ~hool 
srndenl•athle1es b~ developing revenue sireams while fo~tering aware­
ness ot the athletic evcn1~. conferences dnd mslituuons. 

Schola,tic Sports Marketing. I.LC began ii< assoc1a11on with the 
O\'\C m 1he 2()()5-06 ,chool year. over\eemg markeun~ and promo­
tions for the '-·onfcrcncc Companion has ~ccun.:-d local. rcgwnal anU 
national spon,orsh1ps f,tmoni_! 1hem the likes of McDonald\. Hun1ing1on Bank and Sub"ay 
Re,tauranh) and not onl,- :icqum;s the spon!<.0N. but make, sure that the b1lls arc paid. 

Thanks lo SSM. more than $750,000 has been generaled to help make the Conforcnce run. 
mcludmg more 1han $:!IS.000 return 10 the schools lhruugh 1he basketball playoffs over the 
p.1sc ~, en y.:a.r .1nd mo~ than S42.0CKl to provide ccruficd trahl¢rs at ever} Conference­
run event SSM has a1so served as the markcung arm for the W~st Virginia "Super Six"' 
Stale 1-oolhall Championships smce 200N and. along with WTOV-TV9. dm,ct, the --O\'AC 
K1~koff 1'1ght'' each ~ear. Prior 10 form111g Scholasuc Sports Markeung. LLC. Companion 
performed marketing and promo11on duties ai both D:ividson College and the University 
of South Cnrotina; served !ls an assoc1:ue commiss1nner of the Big South Conference: and 
scr'l'ed on national Association of Collegiate Marketing Adminislralor,, (1'ACMA) Board. 

Bob Roe (Coaches) 
Bob Roe 1Waru·ood High School. Class of 1925). He did it all in the 

~1hleuc realm· , 1alcn1c'<l athlete: a mult1-sJ)On c'Oach whu ,uc-..-.xdcd at hoth 
th< high "'hool and college level; and e,en nn officml. 

At the time hi: rel.red from high ,chool c<>aching m 1965 to take till: 
West L1!>.!n} Staie College Job. Roe " a, the "·1nnmce<t fm1ball coach m ' 
O\',\C his1ory with a 182 122 , I record. He c-oachl:d al Waru•ood High for 
10 \Can; ( 1911--10' and 1hcn a1 \\hechne H1ch for 24 season, (1941-n41 

He wa, the winning co-roach 4with lrwm Howelll of the lint West 
\'irgim"'°h10 All-Siar Football Game in 1940. beatmg Ohio J.l•7. He later 
served a, the All-Star Ga.me D1rec1or from 1946-62 

He alw kd Ille Wheeling boy, ' lr.tck squ:id to lhrcc str.1ghl OV,\C mks t I 9-14-46) and d 
r:u,., one..:la.,, \\. Va. <late chompionship in I 9-l6 (his team< wen: runn.:r-up in 194, and ·-141 

,\t West L1benv. he coached the H1lltoppers for nme sea.sons including ll1l unbeaicn season in 
1970 and mto thJ ,\;AJA playoff, m 1970 nnd ·71 as Wesi Virgm,a Conference champions. His 
WLcoach1n~ record was 50-2-1-7. He was 1w1ce named WVC Coach of the )ear. 

Roe v.· . , jso d ba.,hctball oftk1,.I for 20 year,;. serving three 1erm, ,is pn:sidcm or the Ohio 
\ 'allc, Bo.'lnl of Apprmed Basketball Offidal, 

:\s an :,1hlctc. he .. ._, a learn caplam oflhc Warwoo<l High footh:dl learn and a four-)ear varsity 
perfonm:r at Rc1han~ Collcgi,;. . 

Rot. "·ho passed ,1way m 1984. i< a member of five other halls ot fame - Wesi Virgmrn State 
Spon.,. Ci•~ of Whcclmg. upper Oh,o Valle} Dapp.:r Dnn. Wc,t l ,11,cn> L,n versity nnd Bethan) 
College. He "a< also the rec1p1ent of the OVAC Track Cal G1flin Award 

Paul Rickards (Athlete - 1940s) 
Paul Rickards 1 \\ heel 11g High School. Class of 19-1~ >. He was a three 

,pon star who " 'us labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Roe a, the bcsi 
foothall plJyer he c,er co:tchc<l. The a-foot-I . I 90-poundcr rlayed center 
as a sophomore before beconung a running-passing quanerback-tailback 
hncba'-kcr•puntcr for 1hc W1ld<:al!). He was the unl)· two-timc flr.-it tcdm~ 
one-class all-stater in 194:! and 943 and "as ,·oted the top Slate passer 
for two years. A, a ,cnior. he completed 60 passes - a rare 101al at the 
11mc- for nine TD, and ru,hc-d for 10 ,cores, He al,o wa, the team·, top 
tackler, kick rccurner and punter. He earned mcknomc of --ritchrng Paul" 
hli!t·~ust.": of pa,smg rn era or mo~tl~ running. 

In basketball. he "a, a 1hree )Car regular and helped the Wildcats w,n the stale one-class 
lltk .,;,~ a ;umur when \Vhcclm!,! capped ~0-1 record b~ winning 1t\ fin:l1 ~l gamts. Hl.! \\J~ 

firi;t 1cam All-O\tAC on the first-C\'li!r ~i,;Ji:,c1 011~ and fir!\t t~am onc..clas~ ::111-statc as a scnmr 
~nd ,econd team as il iun1or . 

tn ~ra4.:k he wun ..- rare ··i.Jouhlc·· 1n 1hc onc~Ja,, ,tatc mccl. caplunng the tong Jump .an<l 
,hot pul tor the st,,tc runner-up team, He also helped Wheclmt "in the lir<t of three <trnight 
onc-d~~~ O Vt\C crown.;. 

Re,ruitcd for football h, Pill he was a fouMcar le11em1.tn who led the 1'CAA m pa«mg 
van:J, as , 1 frc~hman wJth J Si.~hool-rt!cord tt91 ) ard:,. 

He . ,I.so played one }Car m lhc \;)•1 with 1hc Lo, Angeles Ram,. He pa.,scd awa) 1n 999. 

Bill Brubaker (OVAC Family) 
Bill Brubak~r (Mechanicsburg. Pa High School. Class of 1974). Nol 

only has Brubnker enjoyed an ultrn-~ti<:r.-c~~ful 14-ycar ~lint a~ hcatl swm, .. 
ming coach m ·n,, Linsly School. he 's been a driving forw hchmd th,: con­
linued growth of the spon 1hroughout the Ohio Valle) Alhleuc Conference. 

H¢ ha.'> !\()COt his c.!Olir\: high ~hool co.ru:hing can..'Cr at Lmsl) and has 
,·ontinued lh.! school's amazing OVAC dominance m 1hc ()001. Brubaker·, 
lisi of conference 1i1lcs includes: combined utles (1981. '82. 83 :,nd '84 ►. 
boys titles (1985. 'K6. '87. '88. '89. ·90. '91, '92, '99, 2001. ·04_ •,. ·09_ 
'10. II. ·12. ·131;andg1rls1illes([990. ·91. '9l. '9-1.2009. ·11 '12.131 

He has coached four All•t\mcrican ~"' mmli!~ - Bl!rt Hazll!tt. Jenn, 
Loe". Theron P,ippas and Kevin Rosepappa - and ha, coached a 1otal of 31 Acade11k ,\II 
,\menc,tn,. Brubaker scr"e' '" 1he meet dirc,1or of 1hl: OV \C Swimming Champion,hips and 
the o:-ent w:i.< renamed the Bill Bruooker Swimm'ng Championsh'ps in 201 J. 

kJr --aru··. swimming is a 365-day a }~ar ~pun. e\·erylhiny from reyular Sc.!<twn higt-- (;,(.'hoo' 
mc.::b to ,;.ummcr m1..""1.:ls 10 AAU competitions. 

1\s an athlete. Brubaker was a four•year letterman m swimmmg at ~kchamc.sburg High and 
a four•ycar J~tt~m1.an at Wc:st Virym1.1 Unn:eNll~ Ht: scr.·cd a., tc:am i:aptain ond won the John 
Law Award a., the outstanding senior ,w,mm,,r After ohiammg his Bachelor of Science degree n 
F..ducauon .md Te-aching fmm \Ve,;t Virginia Univcr.-.11)', he :-.pent a year as an as:r-.1stant 1;oach y.·11h 
the Mountaini:c:I"\' swim t<"ant :md ~n·eJ one yC3.r .as nu .. -..:t dira:tor of the Castcm I nh:rcolkgiat'I.!' 
Swimming Champion<hip,. A icach.!r at Lin,ly <ince l 980. he serves as chair of the Socl'I 
S1udic., Dcpanmenl. 

Jim Potts (Coaches) 
Jim Pons ( Buckh:,nnon-UP'hur High School. Cla.<, d I %4 l. Pott, bcg:m 

leaching al Cameron in 1971 nnd he star1ed the , umor lugh wrestling program 
then: that year. He spent 3 I years as head wresllmg coach of the Dragons 
(1974-!005) and 1:ttcr returned a., an ,.ssis1an1 vars ty coach )or ..::,era! vears 
Potis compiled an impressive 363-94-<I dual meet record. wmnmg 87 tourna­
ment champmnship, and fini~hing ao,; runner-up on 36 0t..ca.;10ns Jn OVAC 
compctiuon. Potts-led mat squad< an1;.ssed 15 OVAC Cla.,< A tournament 
chilmp1onsh1p, /1984. '91. ·92,, ·9,_ ·94 __ ·95_ '%. ·97_ ·9g_ ·99 2000. ·01. 
·02. ·03 nnd '05): fim,hmg as the :,,erall second or 1h11d pl:ice fln she· :is 

well. His teams also won I 5 OVAC Dual Mce1 champ1on,h1ps. Potts was 
named OVAC \\ircstling Coach or the Year ~ total or 15 umc, His 19% team won the first Boh 
Sandler Sportsmanship Award. 

In ,cate ,-umpeuuon. Cameron won four consecuuve W.V~. Cla." :\MA chamr1on.,h1ps ( 1991 
9-l ' and finishl:d a.< thc ronner-up thre., umcs. He wa< named West Virginia Cla.,s ANA Coac~ 
oflhc Year live limes (1989. ·91. '92. ·93 and '941. 

Hi!' ~cc1vcU the QVAC\; pre:,.ug1ou"' ··Mr. M::sc· award m 2<JOX l,lf h1~ dcdu;armn and "14.!'rrn:c to 
the spon of wrestling and was inducted 11110 the Wcsc V,rgini., Chapicr of the J\'at1onal Wrestl ng 
Hall oF ~ame in 2007. 

He also served a.< head football coa.:h al Cameron for 11 years. postmg a 55.55 v,·cra.11 record 
im·lmling Ork! appearance in th.: W. Va. Cla.~!-A !'ltatc :-.emifinak He <.~o;1che<l W. Va. to a 22-l4 
win over Ohio in the OVAC All-Siar Football Cla<Sk in 1989. Pom also spem Lime a\ the head 
track nnd bru;cball coach. 

r\" an athlet\!. Poet..; <.·omp.:l..:d jn thn..~ sports ("'-·n:stling. football and ba~-:hall) at Buckh:mnon• 
t.:pshur where he was a member of 1he school's 1963 stale championship fuocball team and 1hen 
played boch foo1ball and h:cscball (a first 1can1 alkonference selection) at Glenville S1a1c College. 
earning his d~g1t.o.e there m 1967. 

Jack Prettyman (Officials) 
Jack Prettyman (M,,undsville High School. Clas, of 1958). One of the 

best know11 offi<:1;1).; 1n tht: Ohio Valle,,. he.: l'Ctln.:d in 2007 aftr,;r workin£. 
H year, ,ts ., member of 1hc Ohio Valley Board of Approved footh:ti1 
O!Tic, . ls. ,pending two years o~ presidcn1. two years a vice-president and 
l0 vears: on the Executive Board: and 20 vears as a member of the Oh10 
Valie) Board of Arpnwed Baske1hall Officials. serving a, president and 
\ 1,cie .. pr~~u.Jent 

He worked WVSSAC playoff games for 30 years. includins the final< 
ci~h• umcs, as well as the West Vir£inia 1'onh-South All-Star Game; and 
s~nl 20 ~c:irs workmt OHS\,\ playoff games plus the Ohio J\'onh-Sou1h 
All-Star Game 

Prenyman oflic,a1ed 1hc Rud} Momky OVAC All-Star Charity roo1hall Classic five times 
and wa, lhe Honorar} Referee at 1he game in 200ll. 

He offici.ucd Wc,t Virginia Conference ganic, for 30 years in ha.skc1hall and 27 in fomhall. 
mcludin~ !O years at 1hc finals in basketball and eight ye:irs of playoff, m lootball: and he 
Jlso wo,lcd game, 1n the Eastern 8 and Atlantic 10 conference~ for 25 year,,, including 10 
vears ot playoff acuon. 
• Preuvman officia1ed 1hee iean l1l 1he prote,s1on:il Indoor Football League. working 1he 
champ10n~h ip game m 1002. . 

,\ resident of Glen [)ale. he rece"ed the Rub.:rt Dawson OV,\C B:1skc1hall Oflic1ah ,\.,ard 
in 200:!. a Special Ach1c,ement Award From the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohm \alley 
m :?008 and s¢,•~r:.tl sen ice .,'4.tnJs from various offic1~111ng org:ml1.auon~. 

Mike Ingram (Athlete - t9SOs) 
Mik~ Ingram (Bellaire High School, Class of 1957). Nicknamed .. The 

Tank .. becau,e of his physical play a., :t 5-foot-9. 220-pound fullback• 
linohackor. he was a 1hrec-,port Big Reds· stalwan in foo1ball. baske1hall 
,ind irack. He led Bellaire 10 football records of 7-,. 9-0-1. 7-3 and 5-5. 

He wa, a two-llmc All-Ca.Siem Ohio choic-c who "'"' All-OVAC Class 
,\,\ first 1eam. All Valle~ second ceam. and AP All-Ohio second team as 
a jUlllOr. 

Recruned h) Ohm Stale coach \Voody Hay~s. he w:is con\-·enc:d to an 
offcnmc gu.ird-hnebatker and bc,ame a 1hrce-year Buckeye ,1aner and 
1961 team ,·o-capta1n for 1he 8 0-J re,·ord Big Ten Conkrence champions 
which were ranked 1't1. 2 m boch wire service polls. The 8-2 record 1960 team was ranked 

"" 8. He earned first team All-Big Ten a., a senior and played in the East-West Shrine game and 
Hula Bowl game. He wa, drnflcd b~ the )\'fl Washington Red,k1n< ,ind \l-1., Bo,ion Patnots. 
but didn't pla) pni ball. He passed away 1n 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jim Kerr (Athlete - 1950s) 

Jim Kerr (St. Cl:iirsvillc Hi~h School. CIJss of 1957) After playing 
qu. ncrhack a, a Junior. the lirst-}car 1>-foo1. ISO-pound running. hack 
led the Red Dc,·il, to a 7-0-2 record "hilc lca<l,ng the Ohio Valle) in 
,coring with a school-record 150 point, ,n nine game,. He rushed for 
I .~98 yards (8.3 yards per carr} J • nd landed ,;, pass receptions tor 
RI yard,. 

As a defen."ve back. he had ;c,cn pass 1n1ercep110n, and the sp.:ed­
stcr also rc1umcd kkk~ (7 kkkoffs fur 32-' yard:-. Jnd fivi: puncs for 
1.13 yards). He earned All-Oh 10. AII-Valky.AII-OVAC and All-Eastern 
Ohio fooIhall honors and he "Is" competed ,n track. 

The: multj-1hn,;at ha"~k c:arncd a schnlar-.htp to Penn Srn1c when: h~ v--as a lhn:c-yt;ar n:,g.u­
lar nmnme back-ddensive hack and kick returner on learns with records of 7-3. 9-2 and 
6<~-1. A, ;j senior. he \l'.1~ the Niuany Lion,. top rmrih\!r. pa~s n.!CCl\'Cf. ku:koff r~tumcr and 
"'corer. HI.! scored three touchd~)wn~ .ngain•a Army. In hi~ last two :'i,C:lsons. Ptnn State '"·on 
thi: first two Ubcnv Bowl,;, uver ,\labam,t and Orc1.!on, 

He wa:-. drnfl~d hy the \Vashing1on ReU'"kins mld 1,1,ns a 1\:g.ul:\r safety in lu~ onJy two 
seasons. As a rookie. he led the Redskins ,n pass ,n1crcepIions (7l and kickoff returns ( 14 
for 3X5 yards) before hems slnwcc.J h~ ~1 l~,g. injury. Hi: i, dccc~1scd. 

James 'Junior' Moore (Athlete - 1960s) 
Jame> "J11niur" Moore (Whedine Hi~h School , Class or 1969). He 

wa, a three-sport Wildcat all-star ui foot~all. baskcthall and baseball 
who earned a fooIh: II scholarship to Wake Forest 

In football, the ~-frn,t-I0. I7ll-1mund running hack-dcfcnsi,c hact ­
k,ck returner w;c, Ihe OV ·s top Closs ,\t\J\ rusher .. -,th 1.142 ~-ards on 
189 carr,cs w11h nine TDs plus 14 (lass rcccpt,on., for 181 ~ards . nd 
a score. He was first team AJI-VaJk\-. All-OVAC. ,\ U•Mount;iinc.;r 
League and AII-Cuy Offon,e and Defense while CiU11 ,rg ,ccond (COOi 

Cbss AAA All-State while placing si.,1h in votmi:. for the Kenned~ 
Award. Hi: w:1s !1-Ccond ti:.:im AH· V.tll<:) ..l'> ~ junior. 

A two-year haske1hall kttcrman on top Wil<lcat teams. the left-handed point guard led the 
1969 team m scoring 120 ppg). steals and a«1'1s as W1ldca1, went l~-1 in regular sea,on 
to win the OVAC Cla"s AA,\ crown Jnd ranked No. :!: in lhc final slate n:guJar season 
poll. He ,•arne~ first team Class AAA All-State. AII-OVAC. All-Valley. All-City and All· 
MounIajnc-:r Lc.:,guc. i\s a jumor. he "-'tl~ slx.1h man on a Wsl<lc:11 tl!am which :uh-anct..~d to 
the state Cla~s AAA sc:m1final~. 

In baseball. he caml!d Ihre,: letters as a fir!-it baseman•p1tcher :md started on the state one• 
ctass championshtp team as a ju111ur. He camcd sccon<l team 0111.:-clas.'i All-State twkc and. 
as a scmor. wa, first team ,\II-Valley wh,Jc leading the Wildcat< en hiuing (.446). 

At Wake Fon~sl. he led th~ fre,hm~m team in rushlnc: hcfurc carnin!.! thrc(' v.1rs1tv lcucrs 
and hdpang lhc Dc3cons. as a so1>humor~. win their firsl•ever Adan(CC Coast Cur\forencc 
till"-'. He was a running. back. wide reccwcr. dclens1,·c b,u:k and kH.:koff-pun1 rc1urncr. He 
n.veraged over ~0 yard~ [>1:r ldckoff n:tums for hi, career and had an S9•yard TD return v5_ 
V1rg1nl.a Tech a, a Junior. 

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - 1970s) 
Gordon '"C/rarlc1·'· Gordon (John "vlarshall Hieh School. Class of 

1977 ). He wa"' nothing ,hon of oulstandmg_ for th'c fl,.·lonan:h, in three: 
sports track. wreMlin~ and foothall. 

:\!-. a we1ghtman in track for the powerful JM thmdad'\, Gordon e:-.tah• 
h<hcd the all-ume Ohio Valle) discus mark 011 the ,1rcngth of his 166-9 
to:-.:-. as. ;1 ,cn1or. ;1 ,ccbon m which he won chc OVAC Class. )-A ~nd West 
\'trg1m!l st;i1e d1scu~ duunp1ons.h1p,. He- wns s~cond m th-\!' stal~ ;;ho1 put 
evem with a he.in! of 52-4. As a JUnror. he \\.a,; OVAC and state dr:-.cu!-. 
runncr .. up to OVAC Hall of Fam ... ~r John Leon of Bmokc. 

He grappkd for OVAC Hall of Fame Coa,·h Bill H,negardncr and scr,pted a sen,or season 
10 rcm~m0er. Gurdon wcnt unddC:atcd. l-.!ading lhe Monan·h!Oo lo th~ overall OVAC crown. 
He w.:nt on to cap his mat career with the \A'. \'a. Clas~ AAA hca\'ywdght title. 

Gordon ,i.·a~ ah.u a :-.wndout on the football fi..?]d. ,1~1rtm!! three \'eitf\ as ~,n otfon!,i\'~ li11~­
man and linebacker. He rcce1"ed all-Mountaineer League· and ali-OVAC laurel< as senior. 
althoush rhe Monarch, won just one game. 

The 6-2. ~55-pounder rct·eivcd •n offer lo walk on 10 the WVL football prog.ram. The 
mo\'c paid off a~ Gordon earned a full scholars.hip whili: ~tartin~ two ~asons on the often. 
sL,·e lme an<l t~uenn!.! chrcc umc:-.. 

His ~nior si.:a.:..un ,if 1980 mnrked 1h~ inaugurnl camp.,ugn for Cooch Don Nehh!n and new 
MountJ.mc.:~r Fidd. He.: ,._.·a, cJcctcd a~ a co-capt,lin Ih~l 'I-Cason. 

Mike Smith (Athlete - 1980s) 
Mik; Smith (Buckeye Tra,I High School. Class of 1983). He enjoyed 

ho1h pc~unal and team ~ucci:~~ :h 1ht: ti~c four-year haskc;thalC lcttcrman 
for the Warnor:-. 

lndl\·iduaHy. Smith finb.hcd a stellar hop~1~ career with 2JSK points. 
which ranks 2Jrd all-time in the OHSAA record book. 

He ,corcJ Z5 potnt'.', m h,.., tirst \'a\.f'!\ltY gumi: ;Is a freshman. tin1shm,g 
with 254 point< IhaI season. He then di<played remark ah le consistency. 
scoring 6:25 a.\ a ~ophomore: 6,4) as a junior and 666 as a sic:nior for a 
four•vc~tr a·wm~c of :!2.8 f)(nnts per c~1mc. 

Smith w:is s¢!ec1ed 10 the all-Ohio Class A fir<I team three ume<. 
inclu<lm_g being namt:d lhc ··J->Jaycr of the- Y~.1r·· in 1983. He wa~ :1lso a thrcc:-timc- fir.,;t team 
all-Eastern Dis1ricI and all-District 12 ;clec1ion. named "Plaver of the Year" on both teams 
a, a .,enior; and was J lina team all-OVA(' Cb« 2-A honon:e. He played in Ihc OVAC ,\II­
SIar Baskclhall Clas"c and the Ohio i'sorth-Soulh All-Star Game follow,n~ his ,en,or -ca­
son. In addition to rnnk1ng as Trairs all-t1mc leading M."orer. he L~ also lhc Jc"'ading rehuunder 
with b-B and 1~ third ::ill-time in frci; throw pcrct.:nIag.c at 83,9 ~rct.:llt. 

Ourins Smith's 1..·ar~cr. Trail posted a sparkling rccnrd of 88-S under 1hc guidancl! of Coach 
Terr~- Lc~gc-u. Tht' Smith-led WMriurs won three ~l!l'lionat titles. 1hrc ... ~ dislrk-t crowns and 
one regional champ1onc;;h1p. m:ih.ing a -.rate: tourname:ni appcaranc¢ in 19R3 with Smith \C0l'-
1ni; 33 pomts in 1hat ~ami:. Tr.ill al~o captured iwo O\1·\C crown,. 

Smuh l·untinucJ to :;how,.:tl"c hi, ha~keth:,U tarcnt, at Rio Gr::indc Colle£c. gradua11ng 10 
I 9Jo:7 w11h ;.i degree 111 bu"1ness. A four-year leuemum. he ranks nlnLh alJ-ume on the Rio 
Gram.Jc scnrrng li,t with 1.741 pornt:-. 

H~ w:1~ inducted mlo th.: D1srnct 11 Baskcthall Coacht:s Hall of Fame m 2010. 

Alan Jack (Athlete - 1960s} 
,\Ian Jack (WinIersvilk High School. Clas, of 1966), He was a 1hrec­

yeur starter a, a 6-foot. 205-pound fullback-linebacker on teams rnachcd 
h, OV.\C Hall of Famer Hob Kculcwcll Iha1 went 9-1. 8-1-1 and 9-1 with 
only one loss to Oh,o Valle) foes. The last l\VO learn, u_lso won Big Eight 
l.xa,;u~ till-.!'-. Hi: wa~ a blocking fullback ,hut. ~t:,r; a ,cmor, he al:i-O n.ishc<l 
115 tnnes for 583 yards and scored 60 pomt,. 

Hi, senior honors indud,'<l AII-OVAC Cla,s A,\A. /\II-Valley Big 
St·h,.,I. AII-Ea,tcm Ohio ond All-Big Eight. 

He earned a scholll!'Sh1p 10 Ohio State and. after playing on the fre<h­
man team. hi,: l'k.~am«: :i thrcc:-yc:ar ~inner a-. a 6-foot. 2~0-pnund offen­
sive guard on learn, wuh record, of 6-3. I0-0 and 8-J. The unbeaten 1968 Big Ten Conference 
champion team defeated ,m OJ. Simpson-kd Southeni California team. ~7-11\ in the Ro'-C 
Bowl and was crowned i'sa.1ional Champion wi1h a i'so.J ranking in both national polls. 

Jrn.·k was selecttd co-<:npt.:tin of Lhc Bui:kcyc,: K-I ~C't)rtl ItJ69 1~am which wa~ co .. Jiig Ten 
Confcn:U\;C ir:hampiun. 

He also played m the 1970 Hula Bowl game. 

Rick Coles (Athlete - 1970s} 

Rick Cute., t Wheel mg High. Class of 197 I 1. He wa< a star for 1he Wild• 
caI, in both football and baske1ball.e:1rnin~ a whola,..,hip 10 West Virginia 
L: ni\'crsit \ in lhc latter. 
The 6-J: I70-pound guard enjoyed a record-,etting hoop career. He aver­

aged J3.7 in the regular "c;a"on as a ,cnior~ lcadfng the WBdcab, to a 21-3 
record and OVAC champ1onshlp honors. That squad also w~nt on 10 w m 
,c..:I1onal and n.~gmm.11 title~ en route to J. ~t;.ite tourney bl.!nh. 

He ucd the schoors singlc~gam~ scoring rccurJ. hdd b} kgendary E\.­
i:rc;u Brinkman. with 5➔ points m ,1 l47-8:{ <:onqui:st of Oak Glen. He al"iu 
avcmg.~d an !tmazing :!2 rebounds [)l!r game m h1, final campaign. 

For his career. Coles nic:u~d I .389 poml~. JU~l :!-:! !-h} of Whc-chng High ·s :-;chool ~,an0:trd. 
He v..i, a two-lin>c all-V•llc\· '"lli~ School", all-O\'.\C ond ~II-\\ V.i. first tc;m hono<1:c 

Coles was sdectc:d as !'>tale plaYcro f'ihe, car h" th\! Mn·g:mtown l0ucru:lown Club fo Jo~ in1t 
his senior campa;~n. 

Coles aJso ~tarred on thi! gridiron. lettering three years whik performing at qu.artcrha.d:. 
wide re..:eive-1· ,ind detensi\'e back. r\s a ~enior. he ranked sc:cond in OVAC Class AAA pas,­
mc. vards with more than I .I 00 "J.rds 

COies aho u.,ed his i.-eNialllit); and athkticism on the Wildcats· track <earn. compi:tin~ in 
relay, and as a high JUmp,:r. 
Al WVu. Cnks was Ihc sccoml-lcadin!l ,c<lrer as the Mountaineers' freshman squad v,a his 

14-po,nt avcrJgc. H1..~ eumc<l n ten er as :1 ,ophomorc. playmg m 12 g.m,e:-. .\!'> falc.! "ouJ<l h~. •. c! 
it. how~ver. Coles ,uffrrcd a hrokcn le£ in the pre-:-.cason of his junior }'i!'Or which limltl!'d hi\ 
pJa, over th\! nex.1 two vears. 

ffoskctbalJ coach1n\! ~,cun Sam Andv i..\alted Coles one of the 1wo bt::-.1 plaver,,, he e,·er 
coached. 1he other being Hall of Fa mer Anthon) Recd. • 

Stan Boroski (Athlete • 1980s> 
Stan Boroski(Buckcyc South High S,·huol.Class of 1981). He may be 

best known for his baseball career. hut Bom,ki was a tremendous three­
sport s1a11dou1 at Buckeye South He earned all-Ohio honors m fo<>thall. 
ha,kelball and baseball fur the Rchcls. 

Boro<ki <1uancrbacked South in10 1he foothall J><lSl•season as a senior. 
t>.,coming the 11rst Ohio Valley school 10 play in the OHSA,\ grid play­
offs. He. unfonunatdy. 1111ss<:d 1ha1 gamt: due to an injury incum:d in the 
Buckevt! North cumt!st. 

As .i Junior. he was a hard-runnins tai ihacli.. He ru~hed for mnr~ chan 
l.~00 yards and I 5 TDs th:11 season. He also booted four field goals. 
amassing 116 local pmnls. 

In h,10ps. Boroski finished as Buckeye South's fiflh all-time leading scorer. 
As a sen,or. the Rebels got off to a 1-4 start while Boruski still nursed hb football injut). 

Upon h,~ n:tum. South n:c!1ed off 16 ,m1.1g.h1 wtns, Hi: av\'r:\gcd 16 point!'> a g.::tmt.~ in h1 , ,cn1or 
~a.son. niter posting an I S-puh11 avern.,t;\!'. as a Junior. The 6--.2 forward wa!'> ,l lhrt e~year leuer• 
man for lcc.cnda!'\ coach Henn· La.,,a,:r.. 

In baseball. Boroski starred on the mound and at the plate for South 
He haui:-ct ADO ,1s ~t !<iCnior .:1J1d nearly the san1.: a~ u Junior. Hi; lcbsc;J a no-hm..:r a..; a ~c:n1or 

Bomski led 1he Rehcl, too pair of OVAC championships and two district, hcrth,. 
The 1alenh.~ rig.ht .. h~lmkr a\so was ~l Manc.Jout in Legion ba~~ball. performing for ~faynar<l. 

In his final season for Post 666. he.! hauc<l .317 ,-..·tul.: ; oing 6-2 on the h ill . 
The Rayland nati\'e. who anended Ohio l.iniver,ity earning a biology degree. played two 

,ca:-.on:-. in Lhc Milwaukc..: Brewers· urgan11.ation. H~ cndcc.J hi, profc",iona( pfayinJ:! ,fay, a, a 
pitcher in th!!' Kansas City Roya)!,; o~amzation. Hi, minor lea,;ue c:ireer spawned a Jon& and 
~ucccs,ful coach in!! career in profossionu[ husebull. Boro~kj ~p..:-01 I~ ) Cars coaching with 1hc 
Houston Amos organizaIion heforc hcing named bullp,:n coach for the Tampa Bai Rays on 
Dec. 17. 2009. He still hold, 1h.11 posl today. ovc,..,ccing one of !he prcm,cr staff, m MaJur 
Lc3gu~ Hasehall. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chad Brinker (Athlete • 1990s) 

Chad 8rit1ktr (Manins Ferry High S,hool. Class of 199~J. Thi, 
Purple Rider legend shined in 1h1"e ,pons during his four-vcar prep 
...:arecr. 1'ul 1t wa~ m foo1ball \1.·herc he r~3IJ) kft ;L la~ung mar'k. 

After lcuermg as" freshman. Bnnkcr gol hi, ch3ncc 10 he lhe Purpk 
Riders· main uulback nudwa~ throufh his sophomore sca,on and 
dear!~ made the mosl of h" opponunny. Bnnkcr linished his prep 
career wuh 3 .98-1 vards. which ranks second all-ume al Fem. and ; I 
touchdown~. The ffiaJonty of ht\ <.~are~r yards c~tme a, a ,en-ior when 
he racked up 2.02-1 yards. Af1er both his junior and senior seasons. 
Brinker o.as nanJ<-d lirsHeam all-Eastern Dismct and first-ceam all-Oh,o. As a s.en,or. he 
wa!. 1hc distnct\ offensive play~r of the y~ar and abo 1hc d1,tnct\, nonnm ... "1! for OhlO"s 
cove1ed Mr. Foo1hall Award. He wa< a1,._, named a l.:SA Todav All-American. Alone wi1h 
ht'- ~talc honor,. Brinker wa:,. l't\J<.~c naOll!'<l lirst-h!'.:lOl JIJ-OVAC :md all-Valk:,. 'iCrvin ... ?.? .ts a 
co-capta111 bo1h m 1996 and 1997. Brinker look part in 1he Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Scar 
Charily Foocball Clas"c. bu1 after rushmg for 160 yards in 1he lirsl half. he was miurcd and 
d1dn'1 pla~ m the "'cum! halt. 

Ht< succ·ess wasn·1 limi1ed to 1he high school ranks. Brinker signed w11h Ohio Lin1verst1y 
nod earned four lc11a, for the llohcJ1s. He""' 10.1.;c named all-MAC and ,.a, chosen 10 
pla} in lhe 200~ Hula Bowl '\II-Siar Game ,n Hawa11. Bnnker fim,hed his career w11h 1he 
Bobca1, "llh :$:?6 vard, and :7 ru,hin~ louchduwn,. which r:mk lifth :ind fourth on lhe 
O.1.J. car<-er li<ung. respec1i,cl). Of his )ardS. he ran for 1.099 as a Selll<lr He pu, forlh 10. 
100-)ard rushing games during his career. Brinker puc forth lhose numbers dcsp11e m,s"ng 
four gumi:, U'.'11 a Junmr ~i.~JU'.'I~ of an lflJUf:, 'fliough h..: wc;-n1 undraft~d. Bnnk~r signed w11h 
1he Nev. York Jets m 200., and played 111 the preseason before being released on the final cul. 
He ~cored two touchdown, tha1 pn:•,ca~on He played in NFL 1:uropc m 2004. 

Along with his foothall explo11s. Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and field. He finished 
~c\·cnth in tl1c DJ\ i~1on H l()(}-mt:tcr da'.',h il:-. a '.',cmor. running 11 .'!.7. He also lettered 1n 
haske1hall and ha,.,ball He earned all-OVAC m hoops. 

Smee graduanng from Ohio L'niversity with a d~gree m exerds.e !-cience. Brinker served as 
a radio color anJ.lyst for Bobcat,· foo1hall games ,~rvcd a~ an as~i-.tant coach at \\t'c:-.ccr\.'ilk 
Cen1ral and since ~O 10 has worked ,n the player personnel depanmem wi1h the Green Bay 
Packers. He received a Super Bowl nng :,fier 1he Packers dekated the Steelers m 201CJ. 

David Bertolino (Athlete • 2000s) 
Da.-id Bertolino (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 2003). Thts 

Panther product was a onc-,pcut mhlt;t~. hut was one of the hcst wrcs• 
1lers 10 ever grace the mats in lhc Oh10 Valley. 

Bertolino was a four•ycar rcguJar al Buckey~. hut rcall~ bh)~somed 
as a junior and senior. He won 1he md1v1dual champ1onsh1p at the 
OVAC Tuumamcnl in both sea,on,. 

He W!l!\ a ~1:11e quatifif!r as a JUmor and came had. as a man on a 
nu~s11.1n ch.; following season. Dudng his senior ,eason. Bertolino put 
forth an unhlemi,hed ,1,1-0 record and won the 160-pound Di,i,ion II 
s1a1e championship in the process. 

Bertolino linished his prep career wi1h a s1rong 154-22 record and was named the 200J 
Ea,1em Districc Wre,1ler of the Year. Bertolino didn'c hang up 1he prep single1 inunedi• 
al~ly aftcr rccci\'ing hi'.', OHSAA ¥,0l<l mli!<lal. He w.:ni 10 1he l\'a1ionu! High S1.·hool Senior 
Coaches Asso,:ia1ion Chompion,hip Toomamcm and placed 1hird. earning all-American 
honors a, 160 pounds. 

Prior to hi, senior ,c3~on. fkrtl)lino u.·a~ the gold mcdalc,t al the National Open Wn.:~tling: 
Championship and then won lhe gold a11he AAU Junior Olympics. 

He wre!-ilkd for four years al Iowa S1utc Unj\'crsity, 1hri:1.! of 1hos.: ~casons were spcm 
under Bridgeport High graduate and OVAC Hall of Farner Bobby Doug la,. 

Durinc his ~nior season. Bertolino earned i':Cr\A AII-Am1!'rican hv virtue of finish inc in 
th.: top Cight m 197 pound~ in his only trip to the: national toumami.!rlt. ... 

All told. Bertolino lini,hed his collegiate career wi1h a 68-11 record. 
Following hi'.'<, collcgi:uc;- <:arccr. BCno[ino altl!mpli.!d lo qualify lo the Linitcd State'.'<, 

Olympic Team for lhc 2012 game, in London. He spent more than a year ai the Uni1ed 
St:ucs Olympic Training Center in Columdo training. 

Karrie Hutchins (Athlete • 2000s) 

Karrie Hu1chit1~ (Wheeling Park High Sch<>ol. Class of 2001 ). This 
former Pairiot helped officially put Wheding Park soccer un 1hc map 
luc;ally and around 1he stale of We,1 Virginia during her ,plcndid pn:p 
car('cr. 

Hutchm, was a dcfo:n-.ivc standout and unquc.:-~tion~d leader of the 
Lad\ Pairim,. which resulted in her 1wice being named 1hc West Virginia , 
Gaior:1dc l'lavcr or lhe Year (2000 ,md ~00 I). ' 

\\.'ith Hutchins playinl: a key role. the Patriot:-. claimi;cl thrt!c straig.h1 
Wesl V1rgin1a Class ,\A,\ sia1e 1,1les and four ,1ra1ght big-school OVAC 
crown~. 

t\Jong wich those honors. she was a thre1!'•llme first•team aU•\tale sekctfon nod four.um~ 
all-OVAC pick. She was named OVAC Player of the Year :ts a junior and senior. 

Hu1ehins was induc1ed 10 1he Wheeling Park High Schnol Hall nf Fame in 2007. 
Af1cr her prep i:artcr. Hu1,hins playet.i m West Virginia University wh1:re she became lhc 

fir~l ~lountain State native to start for the Mountaineers· women\ program. 
Hutchins sianed -15 of 49 career matches a, a defensi\'e pla,·cr and durmg her career. the 

Mounlam\!c~ po,tcd 30 ~hutouts. • 
During 1hc 2003 season. w11h Hutchin, playmg a key rule. the Mount'1inecrs advanced 

to thl.! Swl.!c:t 16 ,n the ~CA,\ Toumam1!nt. The ',.\!a~on prior. \\'VL w.t:-. the Big. Ea!-.1 Mtd­
Atla.11111; champion. 

She wa, named " team captmn for 1he 2005 season. bu1 her career came lo an end due to 
mJuT) in lhe ,e~ond match of that season. 

Hutchins was also a scandoul m che classromn at Park and WVU. She was presenicd the 
Red Hrown Cup in ~006. whtch goc~ to wvu·, mo,1 out,tanding all-around s1ud~nt•athh::tc 
111 terms of athletic. acad(!'mk and dnc ::ich1¢,•cmcnt. Shi! also earned CoSJDA A<.~ademic­
AIJ.l)"trict 1eam in 1005 as well as 1he WVU Found.mun Ou1>1and1ng Senior and was a 
four-time Big Ease academic all-star. 

Hutchin, graduated w11h a degree m busmess aumini\1ra11on and completed a Master of 
Profc:ssional ,\ccouncanc.::-- :it WVL,. 

Eddie Drummond (Athlete • 1990s) 
Eddie Dn11nmottd (The Linsly School. Class of l99KJ. Speed v.·a, 

the name uf the game for thi, former Cadet. Niuany Lion and 1'FL Pro 
Bowler. Drummond was one of the fosie,1 alhktc, to c,cr panicipate in 
the Ohio Valley A1hle11c Conference. 

While he excelled m trac~ and field. i1 was in foo1hall where 
Drummond cruly left his mark wilh lhc Cadet<. leading them 10 a 29-11 
mark dunng his four years ,n 1he Orange & Black. Drummond mn for 
3.918 yards and 55 touchdowos during his c:irecr. He finished with 70 
TDs total and scored -124 po1111,. He also closed his car<!<'r wnh 5.729 
all-puqx1Sc.: yard'.', rn 40 games. During his junior ~a!'i,on. in wh1..:h Lmsly 
linished 10-0. Drummond ran for I 383 yards. which was his career high. The 168 points 
he scored that ,ea son ranked fifth in the slate of We" Virc,nia .Drummond wa, named Ohio 
Valley Plnyer of the Year following tha1 season He ""' ·three times named all..OVAC and 
tw11,,.-,,:- named to the li~Hcam all-,talc un I ·n \Vc'.',t \'irJ::mm. 1\s a JUntor. he v. it.', ntlltlcd D?­

a dcf.:nsiv..: had. and as d runnm~ bal"\; .J!<i, ;:1 -..cmor He wa." the runn.cr-up 'or thf.!' Kennedy 
Award. wh,ch £UCS to the Muuniain Si.ie'< top prep pla~er. He "as also named first-team 
all.Valle\- three um~:-.. 

Drumi1iu11d chose to pla) for Jo.: Palerno and Penn Slale over offers from lh< likes ~f '-acre 
Dame. Michigan and Florida S1,cc. He wa, a wide receiver. primarily for the Ninany Lions. 
He made 71 reception.., tor 1.13:? yards and 11',·C 1ou,hdowns He al\«.1 ran for 27:::! )'ards and 
a score. 

Afli.!r not t,cjnc sdcch!d in th!.! draft. Drummond ~icned Yr llh th~ D.:trutl Lions and made the 
learn as a kick returner. He averaccd 26 vard, a k,dioff return. ronkcd 1h1rd in the NFC and 
fifth m lhc NFL. He had a punl return for a louchdo\1-n. He wa, selcc1cd l0 lhc rro Bowl .m<l 
named all-Pm 111 1004. All 1old. he played fiw <ea,ons in the \ FL four" ith Dctmic and one 
with Kansas Cicy). He spcnl the 1008 season un lhe Steelers· pr:1c1icc ,quad. 

Other 1han foo1hall at I insl). Drummond wa, one of lhc lup tr-Jck sprin1er. in 1hc Ohio 
Valle). He los1 onl) one roec 10 an Ohio Valley athlete and Ihm was as a freshman. He had a 
PR of 10.37 in the 100. wh1..:h he r.tn Jurint.?. a summ.:r meet after his '\C!'niorsea(;rm. He ran 2[ .7 
m the 100 and -18.9 in the 400. He wa< a four-time all-Valle) selection. 

Dan Stephens (Athlete - 2000s) 
Dan Srephcns 1Thc Linsly School. Class of 2(1()0). It didn't mauer ,he 

scason. field or spon. 1h1s Ca.Jets· produc1 pla)e<l and pl:i)Cd wdl. 
The only Lm.~ly athlele to sian for four years in football. haskc1ball 

and baseball. S1ephen, shined c'<·eptiunally brish• on chc foolball and 
hasch:ill liclds. 

Scephens was a four-year le11ern1an for Terry Depew·s fuo1ball 1eam. 
amas~ing a ,chool record 292 t:i.cklcs. playing primarily along: the dcfon­
!,.ive line. He had a senior season ht which he regis(t:red 76 tackles and 
five sack,. On the offcns"e side of the ball. S1cphcns rnn for 832 yanls 
and 12 touchdowns. He \1.·ns a first•tcam all•\tace selection Jn CJa..,, A and was a multiple-time 
Jll-OVAC and all-Valley honoree on lhe gridiron. 

On 1hc ha,.,hall field. long-time I .in,ly head coach Ga~ Sproguc called S1cphcns 1hc "lincst 
hitter" hed ever conched. S1ephens led 1he Ohio Valley in hiuing as a sen1ur al .537 and con• 
nec1cd on eigh1 home run and dro\'C m J school-record -15 runs He s1ruck ou1 JUSl four umes 
thal <,eason. S1ephen, Slill holds 1he L,nsl~ career record for home runs and RBl. Hts effons 
were recognized by hi, selection 10 1hc nll-OVAC icam muluplc umcs and 1he all-Valle> le, m 
muhiplc timc:s. 

On 1he basketball coun. S1ephens pla)ed on 1he interior. He suit holds 1he Linsl}' record for 
rebound!,; and char£e~ taken in his ca~cr Hi: ,-..3'.', rccobnizcd on the all-Via!lc) 1c;-am ror hoc1p~ 

S1ephcns 100k pa1t in the OVAC All•Star £>mes for all three spon, and w.,_, <he wcnner uf 
_the Zim111em1an Award which goes m Lmsl~ ·, bes< m,tlc athlcce. 

A fccr n:ceiving more than 2.5 colleg1;.te schnla"h p offers combined ba1"een foo1ba I and 
baseball. Stephens clecied 10 auend 1he l;ni"etsll} of P,usburi;h 10 pla) foo1ball. For the 
Panthcrs. Stephen!'- was a four-year lcui:m1an and started 41 games along the dcfonsivc linl!' 
The Panthers took pan in five sir:ught howl games dunng his lime in lhe St«I City. mdudmg 
the l'iesia Bowl. Stephen, o:ccivcd lhe Fic,ta Bowl An Bodine MVP Awanl. 

All 1old. Stephens wa, an all-Big Ea<t player and twi<-.: named an Academic All-American. 
HI! wa., listed on the ,\ti Big East Acad~mk~ Tc.am four times. Stephens al'.',o n:<.'Ci\'~d the D.tvid 
Sandhcrg Award, which goes to the Pill athlcle with 1hc best ovcroll academic and a1hlc1ic 
nchievemencs. He receh·ed lhe Dcmale S1anle} Award. which goes 10 a Piu football player 
who ha, overcome 1he most ad\'ersit) Fina.II}. Sccphcn, received the BluciGuld Av.ard. All 
of the 1.lw'inncr5 have their nam.:s on th~ ·varsll) \\.'alk' on campus. 11·s the PJlt version of Int' 
Hall of Fame. 

S1ephens wa, signed by lhc Buffalo Bills and "'"' in earl\ camp with the nrgannauon m 
2005. 
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Denny Magruder {OVAC Contributor) 
Dcn12is ··Dcn,ay'' .\1cigr,,dcr' (1A'h~chn~ c~ntrJl Catholir; 1-ric!h I 

Sch<K>I. Cl:tss or I 96 7). 
tf then: ""ere a ··bc,t friend,·· li ... t for the O\'AC. hi~ name would 

-.·i:11ainly be ocar the top. 
Ma~rudcr has f,:crt;unl} opened h1!<1 arms and gLvcn chc 1muon·s 

largest funcuonal high school a1hletic contcn:nce a place IO call 
"home··. primarily in lus mk ..i.s Ex.c~UCl\t;' Director nf \Vi:sBanco 
Arena in Uown1own \Vhccllng. 

\Vc!t-8Jnco Arena has tx.'L·n home 10 the O\'AC Museum 111(:luding 
the H,...tl of f-!arnc d1spla, ~,n<.·c 21lOtJ , w1th \.1dl!rutkr g.cncrou.,,;lv allowm•~ lhc (:onfcrcncc 
fn:c reign of thL' outer (·onCl)Ursc of the f:.1c1ll1y 10 sho"'·c,1M! [1, nch h1~IUJ) wh1JI.! al:-io 
scr\Jng on 1he OVAC Museum Commiucc, 

The an:n.1 is host 10 the OVAC Hall of Fame B:rnquel. OVAC Banque! of Champion<. 
OVAC Ron Mauck \Vrcstling Championships. OVAC Chccnng Ch~1m1Ho111:.h1ps i.illll 
OVAC Media Nigh!. and at one lime ·1 ho,1cd lhc OVAC Samud A. Mumlcj AII-SIJr 
Aa-.;kcth.:.111 Cla~~ c 

Jn ;1th.ht1on to us OVA(" aftiliauon. \VcsB.am:o al\O ~n·c:, J" the hom.: of the \Vhcclmg 
Nail,.:r.,; of the Etbl Coasl Hod~cv Lctt~uc and \\:J!-> the home of rhc Ohio Valkv 
Greyhound; of lhc Indoor Foo1ball ·Lcagu~ for sever.ii years. Counlless high school and 
(.·ollcgc baskc1ball games h.1vc also 1:1kcn place there. 

Magruder wa, 1hc recipient of the fir,.i Di,1ingui,hed Service Awartl 1>rc,cntcd by the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Committee in ::!010. and the uward wa ... named in his honor thus all 
futun: rcdr,icms rcc:t.:"ivcJ 1hc l):nny Magn.1t.h:r Distinguished St.:r\'ii.;1,.• Av.-·arc.1. 

He i1.; a grj<luatc of \Vc..,1 Liberty Stale Colic~~ with degree in urcounring/businc~s 
.xtministrntion and ~ m..:-mbcr of 1hi: firs1 grn<lu~uint,! da% I J988) of the Publii: As~mhly 
Fadlily Managcmeni Sd10ol at Oglehay Rcson and Conf~rcnc."C Ccnt-:r: has s~rvcd .i~ ,L 

fac;uhy m..:mbc.!r ~1t<llor ~,~ regent or the :-.~hoor c\'cr ~in<.:c. tn mJdi1 ion to his position ut 
WesBanco. which he ha, hdJ \iincc 19~6. he ah.o 0\\:rscc!-. the hisloric Capitol Mu:-k 
Ha I; ,,:rveS<m 1hc Ci•~ of Whcchng Hall of l·amc Bnard ,rnd ;ts Ex,x·utivc l)ircc1or or lhc 
Grc:.itcr \\'heeling Sports and Enh.~rtainmcnl Aulhorit~. Magnu..lcr h;Ls also -.cr\'ed as r.itc 
<tnaly~t. budgc1 c.Jircccor :md Urban RL'lll.'\\.'al Trc:1,urcr of the City of Whcclin~: Busincs.~ 
ManageriComptrolkr of 1he Mar,hall Cou111y Sthooh and a, Trca,urcr <>f 1hc Ex,-cu11vc 
Board of the \Vheding Co1l\c111;on ,md Visitors Center. 

He rct'ei\ ,-d 1he 2005 Spiri1 & Lcade,.,,hip A"artl Jlld v.a, sclcttcd 1<1 lhc Cily of 
Wheeling llall of Fame in WI I. 

David 'Ty' Fleming (Coach) 
l)a,·id ··Ty" Fleming (Shadyside High School. Clas, of 1%5). An 

1nll0\\1t1vc footb~1ll coach who rank, amoni; the winninge:-.t in OVAC 
historv. he finished 23 v~ar.,; J~ a head coach v•ith a 165-92 n.:i;orJ, 

He b.:g,in his co:1\.·hi.il! c;.m:cr as a footh;1ll amJ b.t'i~cthaJI a"'sislant at 
Ncwmn Falb, in l97t•7::!. and rcturm,;J to tht: Ohio \';.1{kv a~ an a~~i!!.t~nl 
al Bellaire from 1972-7-1. lie 1hc11 .-.crvcd as head boy, bas kc I "'111 coach 
~• SI. John Ccn11·al from l'/74-79. coaching the Figh1ing Irish foo1ball 
1c~1m for one ~ason ( 1978> toil 7-3 record. From lhcre, he moved on lo 
\\.'ooirl<l_~i: H 1;h near Akroo a._ the head 0uy~ • ha~kcthall co..1ch for one 
yea!' bct0rl: finally commg hack lo t11s alma maier. 

During hi, liNI tuur ore.fut~ al Shady,i<lc (19~0-91). he coached 1wo (>VAC cha111pion­
,hip s411ad, (19X2 .md I <JXl>l and 1w,, OHSAA playoff s4u;ids ( l9X\I and 199 I J. with his ·s9 
team rcat:hmg lh..:- stare \C1111ti11:1I !!at111: before losini; 10 l!vcntual ,rare runner-up McDomtld . 

ln his s..:cond go-round ( 1'19'J-2008). hi, 1cmn, wen1 89-24 and made e,gln more playoff 
ap~•mmces. cla11nmg two regional citk, 410()() Jnd '1(H)6) and rc;,chmg the On-1sion Vl 
Sime Champ1onsl11p Game •;here 1hcy lost 10 Mana S1c111 Marion Local ( 17-0). The Tigers 
had five oncc-llcalcn :-.ca:-.on~ and won three more OVAC crown~ 12002. 2rx13 and 2007). 

AU mlt.l. he c.·oachcd Shc.1Jy:\idc for 22 yc.:af'. c1m1p1[ing. :t i..'an."t..-r n.....:{KU of [58-1\tJ tb.'l\: whu:h 
rJnks first m school his1ory. 

During h1, l1mc m Tigcrtown. he Jlso co,,ch..:J tr..ick and girls· ba,kcth:ill anJ Sl!f\'Cd a:,. the 
school', a1hkt1c director for 10 years. His I 98~ lrJck squad captured an OVAC lllk and 1hc 
"83 1c,1m wa~ Class A District champions. 

Fleming was a 1hrce-1imc Ohio Vall¢} ··coach of lhc Year· and the 1CKlO recipient of 1hc 
Carl Ham II Av.artl from 1he Dapper Dan (' ul, of <h,• Upper Ohio V,1llcy H¢ wa, 1nd11,·1cJ 
mto thL' Ohio Valle) Footh~1I Co;;id1cs A,',(_xwtion H:t I tlf Fami.: i,:adu.:r in 201$. 

A ,1ellar alhlctc ,11 Shady"dc whose bro1her Don i, also in the OVA(' flail of Fame. he 
\I.On 11 lcuer, in lour ,pon, (fou1ball. baskc1ball, baseball and m1ck I in hiih ,chool ,md 
wi:nt on to cam three letter~ in baskclbaU ~1t Kcnl St1tc Univcr-it). graduating ther~ in 1969 

After rcttnng a~ a t<:~u:hcr,.<:oach. h...- ha:-. \\orkcd a" a cnlor :malp,t for ~'TOV-T\'9 and 
WKKX Radio on high ,chool foo1hall hroadca,IS. 

Linda Myers (OVAC Family) 

Lindo Mytrs (W;,rwo.xl High School. Clas, of 1967), ft"s been 35 years 
since she joini:d the "family··. hut there\ been plcnt} of hchm<l the scenes 
contributions made to the OVAC hy lhts t1rclcss. fric1u.ll) face of lb .. ' con­
ference. 

Mvcl'o has hcen 1hc OVAC Rud, Mumle, A'l-Srnr h,mhall Game 
Prog

0

r.1m Coon.ljn~tor :--incc [994. Of'l!,;nt1.1ng. b(hnJ; ~md co lcctmg .ad~ ,1nd 
as~isting in proJm.:cion of the m;tss1\t: p,rogn1m whtch ~cncraic~ thous:mLls 
of dollar.. ..:ach year. 

She served as liaison hctw<,:en the OVAC and what was 1hc11 the Stone 
& Thomas Queen of Queens Pa~ca"lt ~tartmg rn 1987. tak ng o ... er a~ lhc 
en:m c.·oordinator in 1994 and <..'ununuut_g rn Lhat role for 1he c.onf4!rcnce until 2006. During lhal 
time. 'i-hc revamped the C\'Cnl to inc udc the ,1warJi11g of thou~.rnJs of do]l:lr.,. in -.chol;.ir..,hip, lo 
the ix1nkipants. 

Myers al~o ha~ "·ork..:d with th-.: OVAC Ron Jvt;md; Wrcsthng Tournament Jn van1."IU:-, c;1p;1c1-
tics sin<.~i: l 980: a:,...;btcJ with the O\·Ac Banque! of Champion~ tor the p;i~t :?0 y~ars ,m<l the 
OV.\C Mi.Ill of F.amc B;.1:nqucl for 11 y\.·ap. · r,1.ncJ ha_, ... cn·cJ ,"111 lhc OVAC Museum Commlttl.!..: 
:ri.incc its inception in 2()()9. 

Myer-,. has al\o(> a,si,tcd with thl.! \'IP ho,p11:.ality for 1he 'A'..::,.t Virginia ··Supl.!t S1, .. Foothall 
Championship, in Whcclin~ for lhc paSI ~I years. 

Myer.." li!-t of Cl\1.-'Jrd~ include, bcmg honored on 1hc covered of 1hc OVAC RuJy Mumky All­
Siar Foo1ball Game program in 2009: rece" 111g the Jame, ··oeadeyc·· Morris Awartl for suppon 
of OVAC wrcsilin~ in 21~12: and 1he ftowar<l V. CorcorJn Sr .. Memorial Awartl 

A icsidcnl vf WhL-cling who camcu a B.S. dcgn.-,: fmm West Lihcn) S1a1e College 111 ll)~() and 
~ Mouacr \ degree from \Vc ... 1 Virgmla Uniwr,1t) in 191-:5, ..,flc w;1s employed h) the Oh,,, Count: 
School.~ t()r ~~ years. t<:a<:hing at Triaddl)hia Mid<lk: S<.·hool aml Warv.·o<:,d <;ch(KII unlit h..:r rctm:­
mcnt in 11K>9. 

George Kellas II (Media) 
Gc"'11' M. Kdlo, II (Triadelphia lligh School. Class of 1973). A some­

limes <:ontro\o·crs1al bu1 always p.a:\)ionatc hroacJcast.:r. Kdl:1s simply loved 
1he Ohio Valle} spons scene. esI)<.-c1ally high school .i1hle1ics. and could he 
fouud fron1-and-cen1er •s :in:a 1c,11n, made 1heir way along 1he footb;,ll or 
baskcthaJI tournam\!nt trail for 111..·arly 30 year~. 

After getting his feel wi:l on the rJd10 ,.1.s far ba1,.k a-. 1977 i.111'..I J:rJJuat• 
ing fmm WcSI l.ih.:n) Slale College in 1980. Kc la, ,penl 12 year,. al 
WTRF-TV7 111 Wheeling \1984-Y4l an<l <hen c1gh< years a1 WTO\-TV<J in 

Stcuhc0\"Hlc. holh .1s c1 sport~ .mchor an<l commcnlator 
Laler III hi, career. he co-founded rJd10 sta11on WKKX-AM 1(,/)() and 

hosted The Georg.: Kdl:1s Ra<l10 Tall ShO\\ from 1hi: :-,t.u1on"s mcc:pllon an 2004 unul h~ died of 
cancer in 2009 at the age of 51 

Kella-. was a slaunch !-.Uppon..:r of the Pitt..,hurgh profossionJI sporh lCtlm!'>. panic.·u ar.) 1h.: 
S1ccler, and the PirJICs In l'l'l7. he hcg,m wri11ng lhc lllack and Gold Ncw,Jcucr. J munthl} 
puhlic;,<ion dedicJled 10 co,·crJgc of 1hc S1celcr,. which "·" ,1'a1labk throughoUI 1hc Oh,o 
Vallcv. 

Aniong his pm,sions was grcyhf,)un<l racing ;ii \Vhceling Downs (now Whcclin~ Island 
Rae,·tr.,ck). In 1985. he won 1he O.P. Smith Aw;irtl for a SI0I)" on My liPPI''• the winner of ihe 
19&➔ Commi-ssioncrs Cup ;tt Whi."-\:'liug Downs. and a ~takes t"Jl'C at the trJ.ck Wits na01.,:,d in hb 
honor after his p:.i~sing: The George Kcllas Memorial. 

He wa.<rri the founc.k.'"f, nH>Y..·ncr and gi:ncr..tl m:.itt:Jt-'1:T of I.he \'alley", first prol~--s~ion:.il iru.Jonr fc.>t)th..ill 
IC;ml. ihc S1ccl Valley Smash. in 1999 The 1c:1111 l.11er he-came 1hc Ohio Valle} G1"yhound, JOdc;iptJtcd 
(he National Indoor Footh<ill l..c:.gus: championship in 2002 anJ )Kn. 

Rod Johnson (Coach) 
Rud Jolmso11 (Gahanna l.in,:oln 1!1gh Sd1,,ol. Class or 1%5). JI,' wa, a 

pioneer locally in lhc ,prnt or high ,chool volleyball. -.cr,ing as a head m:,ch 
for a wwl of~ I years, induding 14 ye,rs "·hcrl' he built lh< Buckeye TrJil High 
pm~r.im inlo a n:spcctcd .,1at..: pov.·cr an<l then do~ing out his <:arccr with J 

sc\·cn•ycar run where he injcc1c<l life into a Jorm..m1 C,1mbridgc High prug.rJm, 
John~on ·s combined n,:-c,-.nl 1.\'a, an imprc"~iv.;- JfX:l-109 ~t"ltnhin"''O rt'<.:~1r<l. 1A·hii,:h 
r.mh 26th on the :1ll•lime Ohio High Schc>tJI Athletic A~M>Cia1ion·" viclory lis1. 

Ourins hi, 14 yc~trs as Tmi["s. vollcybaJI i.:1X1ch. l.OC team amasSt.:<l .an incredible 
:?94-47 l'C'1."0rd. winning .ii k;1~ ~1 ga~ in each of lhc last [ I ~.iwns. Durin!! 
his t..:uurc. the l.;1<ly Warrion. won four OVAC htk,. eight dt.,trkt cro\\.·ns and 
1hrcc n:gional cham1,ion,hips The I 1)85 squau ad,·JOccd 10 the O1 ISAA Class AA ,1atc ,cm1finab. 
fini~hing with a 26-2 overJII n:cortl and 1hen four year.,; lmcr.111 IY!-:Y.John~on anJ 1h~ ( .. 1Jy \V~1rrio~ 
~IChL.xl the [)inna(.·lc by" ining: the CJ;1!-~ AA ..:tuc championship and 1x.~tin:; a spolle!!.:,.17•0 rcconJ. 
TrJil nearly went bac.·k-to-b:t<.·k u1Klcr Johnson's guLdance. fi.111sh111g, as 1hl.! Division m ~Lale runner• 
up in 19'Xl wi1h a 27-3 nulfk. 

Al one poinl ( 1985-87). Johnson-coached Tr.111 leant< put 1oge1her lhc stale\ founh-longcsl regular 
sca"llll \.\:inning. !-tn:ak of -4..'< ga~s 

He wa" named Ohio Hich School Vollcvhall Coachc, A,~x;1ation Cl~~~ AA ··coa~:h of 1hc Year" 
in 1989 and he won lh..: <.)VAC ··cuad1 oi· 1hc YL\ar" a\1,.i.rtl m 19~6. He ,..,a.,. JJ"'i{, inducted int<1 the 
Buckeye TrJiliF.a,1 Gucm,<ey A1hlc11c Hall of F,un.: m 199'1 and " 1hc OVAC"s liN scloc11011 m 1hc 
Coaches category who ptlotc<l a glrb • s1i..n1. 

John'°n ~tcppcd h,1ck inro 1hc corn:hmg mnk~ in ~005. 1hi!-. ttm: at Cambndg:c Sunmi;. from 
the J;t\."lt1n<J up. tht: Lid> Bl)t'w::.ab, v,cnt 6-18 h1:- lir.-t )'car hul th .. n \.\-11!i the on!) tosing ~a,on um.kr 
John~on. L>unng his ~\ell yc.JN. CHS J1'"1MC<l a 106-'1~ mark The hi.:sl :-.ca.~on came 111 '.!009 \lihlo!n 
the l.a<.ly 'Cat~ WC:\! ::?2-! and "'-On O\AC. sectional and db,rnct championshi~ hcfnn: losing. n the 
OHSAA Di,i,1on II Regional ,cm1finak Caml,ndgc pol 1ogethcr an OVAC ··mn:cpcat"" h) al,o 
wmnmg contcrcnc-c thamp1on,h1ps in 2(J 10 and WI I, wi1h owmll rocord, or 19-S and 18-<>. n.'SJ"-'C­
u,cly. The L.ldy Cais were also E.i,1 Ccntr.d Oluo League nmncrs-up four time, under Johnson\ 
w:nch. I le wa, 1abb<-d OVAC and Dis1r1c112 Din'lon lJ ··Cooch of the Year"' Ill 2009 "nd 20!0. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Duane Powell (Official) 

Duane ·•Dibby" l'o.,,1/ (Bellaire High School. Class of 1952) 1s 
regarded among 1hc: 1.-k:sl officials by area coaches as well as hls J>(e~. 
spcndmg 25 years making the calls in both football and baskc1b:tll. 

lie b<gai, ,,ffic1a1ing roth spons 111 1971 as a mcmb.,r of botl1 lhc Ohio 
Vall<) Boan:! of Appro, eJ Football Officials and the Ohio Valley Boan:! of 
Appnwed Ba.,ketball Officials (he rcce1"cd a lifclime memb<rship to both 
01'l!at1iZ..1tl011!-). 

During his care«. he worked s«·cral OIISAA football playoff games 
and b,s~etball 1ournamcn1 games and also officiated countless small col­
J~ge football game~ jo th<- \V('SI Virginja Conference 

lk was the honorary official at the OVAC Rudy Mumlcy All-Star Football Game. recciv,·d 
the 0\AC Robon Dawson Basketball Offkials Award in 2000 and reccl\·ed a Mcritonous 
Award from the 01 ISAA for outstanding ser"ice to high school athleiics a, an offk1al 

Powctl was born m Dilli;:s Bouom. and he was an outs1:mding :i.thlc:1~ at Bellaire: J h,s.h. 
In b;:iskctb31I. he \\-:JS regarded a..-; (.)1\1! l'lf the premier pa:,.scr:. and pfaymakcrs m Oh10 

Valle~ h1st(1f:'. scoring 358 points a~ a se111or wl11lc: l!anung all-Oh10. :111-\'all~y and atl­
Eastern OhJO accolad<!s. 

lie also played baseball for the Bellaire Cl\'lcs and. ,., a pitcher. he signed "·ith the 
Piusburgh Pirates· fann team m Brunswlck. Georgia (Georgta State Lea~ue) in 195-.. 

I le was induc1cd in10 the Bdla,rc lli~h Wall or Fame m 1989. 
Powell. a veteran of the L, .S. Army. worked m the Manins Fcr0 plane of Wheeling• 

Pm:-.bugh Sred a1ld :.1ftt:r tt:tI,,ng. he was a bus dnver for 1hc Martins F<:n:· Cit~ S,hools. 
} k~ wa~ ~ member of the Purpl~ Rider Booslcr Club. Americ3n LL·g1011 Po~1 38 and 1hc 
Fon:stcrs of Laming. 

lk pa,scd awa; in ~OlJ at the age of 78. and m his memo') Manms Fc!T), and Bellaire 
established 1he Duane Powell Mcm<>rial Scholarship Softball Game 1n 2014. 

Clyde Eads (Athlete. 1950s) 
Clyde Had, (St Ciai",·1lk High Scho,>I. Cl»< of 1958). The 6-toot-5 

pencil-thin ,a_ger re~:mte the: R\!"J Devil;,,· ha<iike1hall rc-~onJ•bO(_\k in a 
threc-\·car caret!'r a.; a r-..ln: 1hrcc:-tirnc tio.l learn All-OV/\C hor,orec in 
the 1::al]..:-sl C1a""' A;\. He- •am hvlds lhc ~ingle-gamc scoring m:,rk of 55 
poinh (agam'.',I Warwood in 19~8-) :.10J his 1.661 career points lasted 45 
\-Car:-. :ts the ~chool s1andan.l until hrokcn hv Dan Montcroso. He aver­
Ugcd 27 points a game <L" a !'lenior. 26.-1 for his career and more than 25 
point" Jll thn:c :-..;a:-.on" m..:luthng 25.J as a ... ophomorc. 

His c:i«er ( 1956 581 was the ,ame period as Bridgeport suP<,-rsmr 
John Ha\'ltcck and F.ad:-. led the R~d DcviJs tn a 6-1 can:t.:r l"CL'on.1 ovi:t 
the Ha"h~ck-lcd BulJdog~. A~ a senior on an I H-3 team coached b~ MJ-11::\ \V1tchey. che foe-,;. 
split games and Si. C. hand"~d Rndgcpon II~ only ~gutar ~cas1..·m loo1,,s In a 17-2 over.a.JI cam. 
paign. A, 3 junior. E:.ids led St. C. co 1hree ¼-·in~ 1;.wcr Bridgeport mcludmg a ~ctronar '"·1ctory. 
S1. C. was 18-0 in regular :-.cason and endc!d 2 l• 1 overall for the b.!s1 record up 10 lh:u time 
at the school. The lone loss was 10 bnesville in 1he Class ,\A district finals. 

F..ad~ led St. C. in :-.cL,ring and ~hounding for 1hrc!e Seasons as the Red Devih, compile<l 
" SO- I 3 n::c-1.,rd. 

ti~ was recruited bY Florid;, Stale Unh"ersitv. but n:turned home th!!' first ,;r;:a.r to enroll 
at \\'r:~1 Litierty State ·and play for coach At 81:"unik. who had coached him :l~· :a :,,.ophomore 
and junior a1 S1, C. 

As a fr~shman in his only season al WLS. E.1ds av~raged :?0.7 point, J ~ame to lead the! 
1-Iilllopptr, ;md ~came only the ~econd \Vl!st Virginia Conference pl:1yer ever to cam first 
team AII-WVC a," fl\"shman. 

F.ad~ thus bl!came a rare first ceam an-conference player in :ill four (,eason~ he competed 
in high school and collete, He\ a member of the St. Cinir..ville High School Athletic Hall 
of Fame. His family ~ettled in the T•1mp:1. Fla .. area :md h~ i~ decea~d. 

Rick Nau (Athlete -1960s) 
Rick Natt !Wheeling Central Hig.h School. Class ,,f 1'16Q). The 5-foot-

10 three-year Maroon Kni£lu suard b<teered <ome of the Cemr-al scoring 
recon:ls set by OVAC Hall of Farner Dick Miller while earning eve,y 
eligihle a1l -star honor a...; a junior ant.I senior. 

A~ a ~mor. he: ~ored 556 pomts m 22 gaine!i for a 1.'i.J a,·er.ige to break 
Miltier·s senk,r ~1.rk of 24..£ sie1 in 1952. 1hie: year ~HIier 1,1,:ts sele~1e<l the 
<tile all<lass Player of the Year by 1he W.V;i. Spons Writers As>0eia1ion. 
1'au·, 25.J sail «·a, tops in lhc Ohio V:dley largest Cl:", AAA and le<l all 
OV ptaycrc. wirh an ~J.7% free throw pen:entagc. 

In a h) P<d ,n.11ch-up 1><>1-.·ecn Centro! and Bellaire St. John·,. led by chaner OVAC Hall of 
Famer Alai, Homyak. lhe Central ace soored a persoi~1l•h1gh 39 !X)IIIIS t-efore ex11mg llll foul< 
widl Ccmral lending m the fourth Jl"riod. Homyak l«f a St. John\ mlly 10 w,n and scored +I 
pllJntS 

l\au '< mo,1 chen<hed honor was !>:mg named 10 the West Virgmia "Big" AII-S1,ue Te:im 
lt1ght player.- ~ltc1eJ regardlc~s of cla.~s. a prn<:ucc J1scommucd a le" ye::ir.-. la1er). I fo was :1,Jso 
a 1-.0.ume honoree on the All-Valley ·•Big School". All-Cit) and All W Va. Cathohc selecuons 
m Central\ final ~a..,011 before jommg the Secondary School Activittes Conmussion and he wa!i> 
All-0\·AC Clas~ AAA firs1 tl!am captain 3s .i ~mor. Nau. the 1op Ca1hoh1. :-.eon:r 111 th( s1atc. 
was captam of the All S1.11e parochial sckcuons.l le also was a 1wo-11111e All W Va Caihohc 
Toun~mt'nt pick As :1 Junior on 3 runner-up tcrun. he t:~ for the toum..'lmient hi.gh scorer with 
63 points m threie games including a toume~ high 26 m thi: finals vs. Charlt!ilon CJtholic As a 
s~n,or. he had the 10un1<} gam: high of 27 vs. Chane,ton Catholic. 

t--.:rn signed a schoJarship with Old Dom1mon L"mversil~ m ~orfolk. Va .. where he was a th~­
year ,·:in.ity resular af1er stanmg on the freshman ream I le was ccam '--a-captain as J seruor and 
named the school\ 1971 .. Male Athlete or lhe Year·· As a sophomore. he helped lhe Monarchs 
:id,·ai,ce 10 lhe 1'CAA Division II nauonal title g•zne where lhty finished ninn,'f•Up 10 Evansville 
Ind) ) I< «·as nan,.J to d,e Soulh Atlantic Regional AII-Toumarnent learn a., a sophomore and 

seiuol' I le a,·eraged III double figures all three \'arsity seasons: 16 I a.s a senillr, 11.1 as a Ju111or. 
and 105 a.< a sophomore Career-wise. he scon.-d 1 D!8 pomts m SI varsit~ gaines and disJ1cd out 
-41) a..;,s1s1~ I It:-. garru.• high.." wen· 25 v~. Mt. St. Mary ·s and 2-4 vs. Virgmia Tc.X:h aod Fayc.11,vJJh:­
S1at~ 

Sam 'Buzz' Berry {Athlete. 1940s) 

S'1nr ••Hu,:;." B,rry (Warwood High Sch,,ol. Class ,,f 19~6). He v.a, the 
fi~t five-time AII-OVAC ho1w,rcc in fr'<)tl>aU and b~hkerhalt Th~ Vikmg 
,1andou1 w:u, sclec.:1ed to tht: fl~t thn."'I.: .\II ()V,\C Clas., \ •~ma lc~I lf 

1«·0 classes) ~askethall team, and 1hc ti"t two .\11 -0V<\C Cla<s ;\ toot~a I 
team(, a~ an end \\'arvi.·ood wc.)n fi\"C' OVAC m[e~ and tuur Cuy of Whedmg 
crowns (SI, schf•ol,) m football and haskethall durmg that pcnoo and also 
.idvanccJ to the V.1,Va. Baskethall Toum..1mi:nt m 'J.i.5 ht.,_ Junior sli!a~on 
He -,·as a multiple ,\II-City honoree. 

He al~o eami:<l ,\11-Statc honor.; in hoth ,;port,; In 1hc onc•~fa,;s basl-.cthall 
honor,;, he was a second te::am pick a .. J .,.cn,or ~d thmi tean• a!- a1umor. rn 
footl:'l..i.11. he was a zhm.1 team \ti Stat~ ~nd as .a 1unn,r . 

In \\.atv,tlod High\ he'il era for hoth foo1ha I and ?'IJ;,,1-.l!th:.i [. J.,; a juniol' h~ teamed Y.Hh 
O\'-\C H:ill of Farner. F.dgar Ma111n. I> lead a 22-3 recllrd and a stale 1oumei berth and also to 
a 9-1 record 111 football. 

Berry continued hb ba~kc1baU anuc, Jl Shepherd Colh:.gc fmm 1'>49-52 where he hccamc 
the Rams· fir,;,t prominent player. He ~t a sctoev-._,J career -.conng recorJ of 1.9~7 points in SJ 
gam~s f'-,r a 22 9 aver.1gi: . i\.o; :.i :-.opht.)rr{·tc he t)e{;an\t the -.c-hoor.,. fir.-:c--cvcr ,\11-\Vesl VirgJnia 
Confcrencl' Tournament honoree and \\J:,. all-touma ncnl three vear!'. anJ three tLrnes all~confer-
t:nct: u~ 1cl' sc~onJ lc.:.im Jn<l l,n~c hrst team) • 

He led slate collieges in sconnJ_! JS ;1 jt.mor t26 11 and ~enior (26.9). with the lallcr rankmg 
:.1xth III the nauon .. 

,\ Shepherd College l·lall of Famer. he\ a memtier ,,f the All· Time West Virginia Conference 
team. 

BeIT} relocated 10 Florida an(l i, de~ea-.ed. 

Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Athlete - t9S0s) 
G,11, "Htef' /.am011e !Wellsburg High School. Class ,,f 1951). He wa., 

an all-~tar two-"·ay linem:m at hoth 1hc hi~h ...,choo[ and co!lcg~ lc-.·el. 
As a prep <en1or. he earned first team Class t\A ,\IJ.()VAC and Class ,\ 

third team ,.\)I West Vi(l:!1ma recognt1ion bcfore competing in the annuaf 
Ohio.West V)rgini,1 All-C,1ar Game 

RL·cruue<l hy W~sl Virginia L'niver:r-ily, he l'tccamc one of thi: 
Mountaineers· most honon:d fomball lincmcn. The four-vear lcncnn;m and 
~tan<lout 6-foot-2, 215-pound 11.1;0-way lineman from ilJSl-54 wa-. team 
i:v-captam as a senior when WVU had an M; - 1 record and wa!- r,.mk-..~ r-.:o. 
12 nationally in the final Ai-sociated Pn:s~ p1;.,JI. WVt; wa!- .28-7 in hi:-. four 
.;ca~ons mduding a l'~:53 Sugitr Bl,wJ hcnh as l~Lmonc o1,,1a11.ed 34 "Slr:ugta games. 

He earned second leam AU-America :.u guard ~~ a junior and thmJ ti:am AP honor, as a 
senior. He was the only un:,nunous choice on the 195➔ AII-Sou1hem Conference team and 
s<iecled to play in lhe Ease-West All-Star Game. Lamone was drafted III the fifth round or lhe 
I '155 l\'mion:il Foot001l Ltague Drafi by the Philadelphia Eagle< but an injury prevented him 
from ..:::ompering 

He later coached foo1ball at Lmsly M1h1ary ln,tituie from 1960-67 b.:fo« jo,nrn{! the bu,i 
ni:ss world with a home ha5e in th"\! Columbus. Ohio are..i.. The retiree '°urrentlv reside\ in Fon 
Myers. Fla. • 

He was ~iven hi!~ nickname ··Bt>ef'" a.; :1 hefty youth by a \\'ellsburg ncighhor. Red Donley. :Jn 
OVAC Hall of Fame sponsc,ster. 

Ll1mone earlier was inducted i1111,., the W<sl Virglnia Sp..,rts Hall of Fam~ and the Wt~I Virginia 
l;nivcrsi1y Sports Hall of Fame. 

Ed Pastilong {Athlete • 1960s) 
Ed l'astilon,: (Moundsville High Scho,.,(. Class of 1961 ). The 6-foot· 1. 165-

pound Trojan quanert>ack set school pa.,sing re.:ords as <>J>e of lhc e.>rlies, 2.000-
yan.1 can.·w p.1.sscrs in Ohio Valley hislury. 

Playing QB and middle linebader. ho led the Trojans to a 23-5-2 three-rear 
n:cord. I lis 30-gamc career passing marks - all school n.'<Cords - wen: r:m, for 
that run-mindc-d era: 124 completions of 238 anempts for 2D65 )'ard, and 24 
touchdowns with only seven inriercc:ptions. As a senior on an S-2 T(C"Ord 1c:.1m. 
losing only to W.Va. Cla.ss AAA champion Weir and unbca1en OVAC 3-A titlist 
Manin, Fcny. Pa.stilong completed 55 of !08 aerials For lit TD, ai1d also rushed 
for six scores. Against Mnrsh.'.lfJ County r!\·af Bc.-nwood Union. he completed 
eight of nine passes with three TDs. Veteran Trojan coach Charley llelins~i said ··he is the tie,1 
pa..~ser Moundsville e1i:er h.::ad." 

Pa.<tilong wa., highly honored a., a senillr. Ile corned firs1 team honors on three major selections: 
All•W.Va. Class AAA. AJJ. Valley "Big School .. and AII-OVAC Closs AAA. As a junior. he wa.s 
«><:ond team All-Valley --Big School .. and mention on AII-OVAC 3A and AII-W.Va. Class AAA. 

I le wa.s a three-spon lenennan in football. basketball and baseball and earned boseball AII-W.Va. 
mention, the only honor roll for the spcing span at the 1ime. Also. otnside of school. he won a Tri• 
Smte Golden Gloves oo,ing ti1Jc. 

Pastilong ean,ed a schol:,r;hip to We,i Viri;inia U .• ~ong wilh 1wo of his backfield mates - Milt 
Clegg and Torn Yeater - 3J1d stoned on lhe 4-1 record freshman tc.1m. lie st.,rrcd in the spring 
llluc-Gold Grune where he led an upset "·in over the uppcrela.<>mcn bi· accounting for thn,c TO, 
:tnJ a.ppc:.:m..-J po1~-d to c-ompctc: for a ~tarting job as a ,ophomore. 

Howl.!'vcr. a ~hould-.·r St.·pa.rauon fo~1..-d a rcd-~hirt sca.,A,n in his socond year and he 1,1,a" liml1cd in 
playing llmc on the varsny although he lcll',61X.-d 1wo yea~. ln his :-.ophomon: ~~a.son. he .;1~cd a JN-7 
win O\'Cr l'unnan and conlplek.'<J 5 of 10 pa._.e, for 197 yard, and thn:c TD<. In lhe opening !'amc 
a.s a junior. he pa.,s.-d fur twll Tl)s ma !C).10 win over Richm,,nd. 

Profo"s1onatl~. he coached at Salem CoUcgc from 1969-75 hcforc juining the \VVU Athletic 
Dcpanmcnt 10 st::tn a J5-ycar can.'Cr indu<ling the final 21 years a-. Al.hlctk Dil'C(1~,r. the lon,gc-:-.t 
tenure in WVl h1s1orv 

He "'"" sclcctcd by· lhc Uppc.'1' Ohio Valky Dapper Oaris a, "Man of the Occ:we·· f,,r ~,c 1990, 
and for a'"""'"' av.an:!. --ohiu Valle) Amhas>adur· in 2010. He i, in the WVU Spon, Hall of fame 
and the the WVa. Spon,; Hall <1rFamc. 

After WVU retirement. he jomed West Li bony U. a< Chair for the A1hlctic Campaign & 
lnstitut1on:il Ad\·n.nf.!Cmcnt. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Rudy Jovicic (Athlete· 1970s) 

Rud.•· Jo.,idc l Sh•<l)s Jc High Schoo • Class of 19761 Jo-.c c was a 
1hrcc•,port p.:rfurmcr at ShaJysitl,:. competing in ha~buJI. fo(1tball ~ml 
lm<.~Jc He was lh.)thing short of scn ... ational in the lat<cr two. 

Jo\ 1c1c "as the unquc~t~oncd pn::mkr hurdkr in lhl.'" Ohio VJ Uc~ dur­
mg his ~1cmmg Fie.J day, A, a senior. h1< hurdl n1' proo,c" hdpcJ the 
Tiger.. of Tom Vichich la) dam, to 1hc stale Cass A championship the 
r N Easicm Ohio boys' 1r,ok 1eam to ium thm trick. 

In the '\late ffi\;Cl Jovidc fimshcd runn,:r•up in both the tugh huN cs 
a11d low hun.llc:-.. He w~1s ni1>pcd in bo1h rJccs hy RolanJ James, a future 
Uni\·,:n.il) ofTcnm.:s:,.cc dcfcnsi-..·c hack anti lir~t-rouo<l t.fr·Jft i.hoi(.'C ofth~ 
New Ent::lancJ PamQts. He ~!ro :mchori:d ., stJIC•-ptJ..:1ng n:la) team. 

Jo\ ic c , ~d the a ll•hrnc Ohio Valley 'il.illlllar<ls in hoth hurdle C\.Cnts . He ,:locked ;l "~77.lini; 
1-1.2111 !he h :;hs and 19.5 m the low, 

The lntca 1~cnL"t!'f namec.J J,wu.u: co-car1~1m "'if the 1970~ Ohil1 \-\a le) A l•DccJdc m1ck 
te,m, • lo11r " lh Br1Jgq>rn1·, Cr-Jag Miller, 

Jv\-1C.~ \\·J"- J :-.t••t ~ri<lm,,n star He w.1s d t\WHimc A 1 .. Q\rAC Jnd A lf Val le}· honoree. The 
I ?O sx•unU runti:mg h,t<:k g;tmcrcd s:omc 7(XJ infontry •at1;>i:s .ind 11 TDs a" a ,cnior "'-,, le 
~h o ,.atd1ing '2 pi.1,~S for ::!:06 ),J!tls .md two mon.' scores _ 

J0\·1c. .. c :t so 1.'nJo}'c<l a ong cJrccr a~" prep gr1<l 1.·om:h He \\:a~ h~.td co.:ich at Bndgcport 
JI gh for three !'-casons aflcr sen mg as a Bulrdog ~1ss1sunt. I Jc ha~ ab:o ass1~1cd wuh the gnd 
pn ,gram ,tt h :.; UJlll~t mJter 

Kelly Swierkos (Athlete - 1980s) 
Ii.el(,· S•lierkos tB,shop Donahu¢ High School, Class of 19861. 

Swie1t os w.1s a pioneer in the art of domin .... ting pitch in~ in the OVAC. 
She was nothing sho11 of tremendous on the hill . 

During her prep day:-.. West Virgin1d hmJ JU~t one dassific,,t1on for p:irJ:.. • 
,ofth.:11' Despite he-mg nnc of the smJllc,t ~c:hoo s m the ~late~ the Lad> 
Bi-.hop~ ro<.lc Swicrkih' 1,i.1lcn1cd ngh1 ~um lO unp:ira kk'd height\ 

Bi\:hop Donahue finished thinl in the state in her rrc~hm;m ~a"<>n, 
The nexl two 1·cars. Swicrkos hurled the Lady Bishops to 1he ,op of lhc 
moumain as they claimed "' pair of state champion~hips 

Swk:rko:,: senior season w:1~ a bjncrsY1.ect one She battlc<.1 injuries lhc 
scc-oncl half of the ~a:,;on. hut :-tiil 111anJi;1.·d to cam the mou1d u:in ·n 1he 'Slate 01>encr. A-:­
fo1c would have ii. 1hc iuling Swicrkos w:.i~ unable lo t.:,kc the <.·ire c in the rcm..tinder of the 
douhlc-cl m n.111on ti)umamcnt and the Lady Bishops did nol v.·in :.ig;,.un. 

She I in,,he<l her rcm.:.i.rkablc career with :,n e}e~pt>pping 63-6 record, Of tho .. e \'-•in~. eight 
f;~1n.; , ·ja the no-hitter \ ,1nc1y. 

She was accorded fit>l-tcam all-Slate anJ all-OVAC p audit, her tin,il t"o campaigns. 
Swierko.., wa ... also a s1c)l;1r hoopster_ She finished her baskctha I career w.rh I .(Xl9 point!'!. 

u1 Jn 1.:ra when there " ·as no thrcc•point field goal She also cstahlbhcd school ... arccr re ... ords 
1n rcbuun<l1ng and: J"' Sis and was a f.rst♦team it 1-"Uttc haskcthaJI honoree as J -.en lr 

"i\\ icrkos ~11-:,;o cJe h crcd in qualit} fa:-.h1on m the cl.1ssn.x>m She Hr.1<luatecJ w ith .i .l.8"'i 
GPA on" ~.o sc,,le. She abo headlined The lnlelligcncers All-Ohio Valley Scholar-Athle1e 
honor roll. 

Paul Hoover (Athlete - t990s) 
l'u11l /1001·,r {Stcuhcnville High Sch<M>I. Class of 19W). Bi!_! RLxl h:L< one 

of the riche,1 ba"-Cb;.~l tr.idition~ in the Ohio Valley an<l thi"' fonncr al1-Ohio;m 
helped 10 tom, that 1mJition <luring hi, four years. 

Playing for he:td coach Fred I leathering ton. I loover w;is" lhree-year n:gu­
lar for S1eubcnrilk. helping 10 lead ii to the <tatc toumamcnt a, a sophomore. 
hu,;k 10 tt-c n,~ional as a junior ard Ihm: OVAC rnb . 

As a senior. llcx),·cr had hi,-. most pro<lu1.·tivc !oCa."'-m. Uc hancc.J .454. s,;:or• 
in~ l0 runs Jnd driving in 32 more He ha<l I~ douhlcs two triple, an<l ,, 
t..-.mc run. 

Follow in!.! that sc~tson, he was named D1\'lMon II E.1~1cm D1-.trict Pl aver of 
thc Ycar. fir.st-team ;ill-OVAC and fo>.t-team all-Valle, lie played m tiic Ohio Mizuno AII-Suir 
Scris-s and was chosen for the Sun Bdt Cla"ic in Okl,homa. 

Hoo\"cr explo<lcJ onto the prep ha.schal scene in 1992 when he halted 366 with six douhlc-s. 
lhn:c home nm,. a lnplc anJ 21 RBI. 

As a .1uninr. Hn,wc-r batl<:d .270 wi1h 16 runs "-·on:<l and 1-1 RBI. He had r,·c doubles. a lnplc 
and ,, home run 

!'or h" caro:r. he finish,'<! with a 3 69 a,·er•cc. 64 runs ,mu 67 RBI. 
I lool'er '"" <lmfled an tl,c MaJor League Baseball DrJft an 19')4 by the I louston As1ros. but 

eleck.'<110 Jncnd Kelli State UnivL-n.il} when, he earned three letters ;is the ,tartmg catcher. 
As a Golll<,n Flash, Hoover played in 158 game-,.. b-Jtting .269 with 86 run, scored. 87 RB[. 21 

douhlcs. 12 home run~ an<l four tnplcs 
Followin~ hi.; junit•r sca~m. H('J(>Vcr wa."i dr.1((Cd ·n the ::!.1.nJ mumt by the Tam1r.1 R"y Rays .m<l 

ti,: cloctcd tO !-igi,. He pl.1ycd prolc'isiun;1lly from 19<J7 until 2010 and pl~yed in .U.) m:1.1or lc!1~uc 
games. batung .250 with l.!1g_ht RBt and fh'e doubks. Hoo\'cr appcan:d in the big kagtk.:'- with 
!he Ra1·s. Florida Marhn,. Phd:i<lclphia Phillies and Boston Red Sox. lie was the bullpen rnt,·her 
for thc

0

Ph1!1ics in 2009 whcn they won the World Series. 
.~Jong \\·ilh his baseball ~xptoit,. Hoowr wa.,; J standou1 haskc1hall player for Stcubcnvillc. lk 

scored I .I X6 rxunts. whn.:h mnh s1xlh an l nll· al Big RcJ. He"' cr.Lgcd 16.5 1>oin1..; .- ~;.il'llC in his 
career, He \\ :.,,-. .m ,1J1-OVAC and atl V;1Ucy pcrt(nm<.·r mu t pie Innes 

Janis Trupovnieks (Athlete. t970s) 
Janis Trupovnieks 1Cad12 H,~h School.Class of 19771. Truporniek, ""' 

his ira !'i.ta1un; !tn<l cqu:.illy ,a~ hig in Jthlcuc pmduclam. Then .. 7. ~55~poundcr 
was a lwl,-.\\'.J> fon:c on the gri<littm wh1k ;t)so c;tchintz his n:ime amongst 
the ~lite wc1i;::humm in lrJc."-. ,rnd field 

Trupo,o,ck, he JX'<l Coach Ron Pobohsh"s griJ 1cam enJo) great succe,-. 
scamng three years as a two-way ta.e .::k 

The Cardinals went 18-1- 1 ·n Trupornieks final 1wo year,. losing to and 
Mn:: St. John Ccntral. The C,rd, ha~gcJ the OVAC '.!-A mk in h" junior 
campaign. 

He Ci.tOlCd a plcthorJ of ~rid honors, rnduJmg AP t=a~tcm District 
l.incm:m of 1hc Year a, • ,cmor en route lo gamerin~ all-Ohio ,md all-OVAC pl;iu<l,t> Ile 
rccor<l~d 67 uu.:klc!<.. 31 a:-:s1,t~ anJ <.·o\en:d two fumbl~s .1~ ;1 ,en,or. 

Tmpcwmd,!> \\;1s a ~ ; n ~·t.:omph.;h..:d kit.:kcr. mak111g -i:! con~·cut1ve PATS m:~r a l\\.·o~vc;,r 
~p~m. H~ atso hc.H>ted four re J ~o..ils a~ J :,.cnmr 

Trupt)\'n1ck, u~d hi, lank~ tramc to the ut1110-:,;t ,lhllit) n trad. The All Valk~ honor~c 
<.:tptun.•d Cadi;, l~igh"..; rir~l L:\.cr -.tale tr.•ck title b) winning th1.· Cl;.1"..; A..\ dN:u, '-·mwn nJ his 
prodig1ou:-. to,;s of l65-1 Al th.u Lime iL ,v.1~ the thm.l hcst 1oss in Ohio \Ul k ~ ,lnna s . 

A!I. mighl OC ~:(pc<.·tcd. Trupo\. nicks v.as Jn insi<lc fon:e ~n hoops The lhn:c-ycar rcgu. ar 
was a first-lcam A:J. \, Jc, Small School sclccuon anJ All-OVAC honon,e as ,, ,cn,or ,,lier 
:ner:.1,gmg 11 points pcrc0nt..:sL _ 

Trupovnieks v.·as u nauonJlly rcnu1tL-J foothall rccnut . ..tnJ he opte<l for lhc Lln1,~rs.l~ or 
Tcnncs.~c. He was J tv.-o-\•car k1tl.!m1,ut for the Vols . .\l~tning a, ;,i sen Clr on Jn 8.J lcJm whu,:h 
Jcf eated Wis,:ons n 21'! 21 • m the G;.mJ~n Stale llnwl. 

Jamie Taylor (Athlete• 1980s) 
Jami, Taylor 1&lis.m South lli~h School.Cass or 198'1). Taylor played 

111< hrs! thn.-.: prep year, a, kffer,on U111011 hcforc consohJJUon changed the 
L.md~c..apc l<1 E<li!l.on South. 

He wa..; ;t ba~hall :mcJ hasL.:c1haU s1.mc.lolll~ eamjng ;tll-OVAC honors 
in both ~port~. On the l.liamoml. hov.e\cr. Taylor was 1101hang shon of 
scnsati()nal. 

As a senior.he"''" the OVAC "Pla~crof the Year'· to go "-"ith hi, All-Ohio 
honors. That campaign sJv. T.i~ l,1r slJm IO home runs. Jn,utg n 1"l run!I. h) 
go \\Hh a robust .540 t>amn,g .1,cra.gc. 

He wa." no sloud1 on thl' mound. either. rc<.·<mhng a 5•2 record \'illh J 7 K!l­
,tnd a 2. I I ERA in h s f<nal campaign 

T.1ylor's Junior season v.";t:,. JU:--1 JS pro<lu<.·11,·c. batl ng: .575 \\.llh 10 homer- und -16 RB£ fh.~ 
\Ir.US a so 7-4 on chc hill~ rccon.hng S-1 '-lnkcoucs in 47 innmgs of \'lork. 

lie ended h , Edison baseball c,,rec• b) eSlabhshmg a new Oh,o \alle) ,tJnJarJ " ,th ; 2 
home rnns 

Taylor's J.thlct:c c:-.pk)1ts \\Cf\! Jlmo:-.t c1:,,. prOOucun.: on the hJrd"-0(x.i . The 6-2 .i;.uar<l ended 
h s l:Ul'on South d.tys v. 1th I .439 ("1(1m1, He- ~\'Cfi.lJ;~tl 2::!.1 ppg a, a "'mm. . 

Taylor's stdl.Jr ba"~hal1 Un::w the allcntion o '" Dl\. 1~mn I co leg..: ,0;1chc~ lrom ;1cros:,; the 
m,tion. H~ opled to stay do-.c: to ho1uc. ,ignin~ with The Ohio State Uni vcrsity and he enjoyed 
a sparkling three-year stay with the Buckeyes before heading off 1,, the pros. . 

As a freshman. Taylor led OSU wilh sc,·cn home runs .and \\:a1'i named to the Big Ten All­
Tournament Team as the Buckeyes daintcd the <."onforclK'C crown and pla<.·ed lhirJ in the 
MiUw~~l Rl.!gtonaJ. 

As a ,1unior. he was t-.1bhcd li1':i-Hcam alJ-Hi!! Ten :is a third ha~man. It v.~, a campaign in 
" h" h h~ 0011"1 .3K'.! ,.;,h 3<, .,.alk,. 

Such success rc;sultcc.l in T~yJor being chosen by the Cleveland lndi:in~ in the fifth round of 
1hc 1992 MLB Dr.tft. llc played .._e,·cn season:- ln 1hc minor,. t .. lpping out in Cl:1ss AAA in 1998 
before re1iring. llc baited .'.!75 in 690 minor league g,une,. 

Mike McLeod (Athlete . 1990s) 
.Wike McLeod (Wheeling Park lhgh School. Class of 1992). There\ not" 

sport you can name that lhi" fonncr P-.1trio1 woulJn't ha\\! shin..:J in h~u.J he 
opted to pla). 

In the lht<:e he diJ pl•y - foothal . haskclhall and ba-chall he made d 

lusting impression on P..u1.. ,m<.l Ohio \ ~~Ile) hist(HY 
Foo1hall "where Md.coJ prob.all!) made his higgc,t 11111,u:t, pla)mg 411ar-

1emack and linebacker. He hclp,.xl gu,Je the P:1triol, to the Class AAA ,L1tc 
ch:1n1p1onsl11p game 111 1991 where the) fe I to Capiwl, 5-14. in O<'cnir,e 
Dc1Cn,1vcly. McL.'"t.id V.-d., oru: ofth~ PalrivL~· lc:uJin~ tac:klcn. for thn.-c con..;cl-U­
tivc ~a....ons. As a senior. hi: n:cordcd -'-9 tackles. two '-i.\Cb jnd rc,.'(.;ovcn.'U ('A,'O 

fumhb. Fn>m his 4uartcrhack sJl(~. Md..cod 1hrc" 11 touchdowns He shared 1he 01TenS11e spot 
Hght, that sca.~)n. with evcmual Kennedy Av.an! wmncr Boogie Johnson. who r . .n for 2.CXM"l }JIUs 

Mel.cod\ season didn"t go unnotk-c<l, He was Jirst-leam all-state. •ll-O\~C ;tnd all-V.al.ey .and 
Jttrnctcd 1hc cy,-,. of college l\.-crui1cl'<. He had scholarships ofli,rs from the like, of Wc,t ViJ1!ini,,. 
Indiana. M""'hall ,m<l others 

I {owcvcr. McLeod\ ullhU:llC p~1ssi<1n Ii\.~ with h..t'-Chall when: he wa., a t\\.0·y~ar ~~mdout .t., .in 
outfielder He baited .4lXl ~l~ a ~mor. which"'·'~ lhc sccon<l b..;-s.t 1\ 1h..:- Ohio Valle}. rcg:utlle~s of 
clas"-, He had 4::! h1L"i, s..:vcn double,. J. tnplc Jn<l thn."1: horn..: run:-. He drow m 20 Jnl1 ~orc<l 2S runs 
A.g.;nn. he was m..·ogn1:t..cd JS 11ThHcam a.1-stace m C ~1,-.:--A.\.\. .• ll-O\A(. .md J lt•\~lle) 

On the b.:.iskc1ball l.-oun. MclA'OO v.as a pom1-guard for the Parnot, tor 1h1w yea~. helping: Lo 
kad 1hcm to tit(: sl.it~ tournament t\\orc,:. He finished hi') l."an.""Cr \\-llh 12J0 pomts .ind a,cr.t_gl-tl 1 .1 
poinl~ and 11 rebounds per game as a !'tCni .. ,r. McL..'-xJ was .a first•lcurn .11J-.,;1uce :-.cJcc:tillll ~md w;,s 
Jlso liN-tc:,m all-OVAC rthn.-c 1,mc,1 an<l illl-Vallcy (1wiceJ. 

Dl:-.pite ,i., college football offers. Mcu.'Od 01X<xl for h,tscooll right out of high school .AIUwugh !1011 
d1<ln "t (Xln oul lUl<l he; c,-cnltti.llly ct1mllc<l :.il Yot.111.;;stown Stat&: and jom ... -J lb.: f("(,thall •~am. He wa, J 

mcmtx.T nfthc P<. .. "ngums· Div1~iun I-AA mt:onal champ1on:Jup ~Lt.Id 10 ti.)l)4. pJJymg tor J m Trc..;.~ . 
A member of the Whc-.:ling P-.irk Spori.< Hall of F;,mL', he i, cum,ntly 1hc P-Jtriots' head baschilll 

coach 

fJ 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Brittany Hocker (Athlete. 2000s) 

Brittany Hocker c Bridgepon High School. Class of 100~1. The 
Bnd;!.!port Bulle, . as :f-hc ~-a~ nii:knamcd during her prep trac.'il; am.I r1c d 
day,. set the s1andru-d for female sprinting in the Ohio Valley and the 
,rate uf Ohio. 

Ted Talkington (Athlete . 200s) 
Ted Talkington (Mag~olia High School. Cla" of 2004) Th" Hluc Eagle 

product could simply score th< ba<kcthal I during h,s prep career 

Hocker burst onto th'° ~ccn~ in 2001 whc:n she: won the 200-meter dosh 
at Davton·s Welcome Stadium as a freshman. Earlla m that state meet. 
<he fin1Shed second in the I 00-mcter dash. 

That IO0-meter race proved to be the finul time she lose m that event 
for the remainder of her prep ,·areer. Hocker w:is undefeated during her 
:o-ophomon:.Junior and :-.~njor sca!'lon~ in the °'hon spnnt. Pnor to the stale 
final. she had been unb[~mh,hed a!'I a freshman. 100. 

Magnolia\ Jll•timc ~conng leader finished his career wilh :!.0:!4 poinL~. 
which was more than 600 poinL< heller than his nearest ,·ornpemor As a 
scn,or. Tolkingmn scored at a 31 points per game chp. which followed up a 
Junior sca,on in which h~ poured in 29.5 points J contest 

During the 2003-04 campaign. Talkmgcon established his career-high point 
total wich-15. As a senior. he shm 82 percent from the foul hne and connected 

1.:::;;....., .... ...,;.;.11 on 64 three-pointers. 
Ta.Jkin,gton "s game w,,~n "t lim1h.~ to sconng. hoY..l.'"\'Cr. He ill so avcrag~d 

As n ,ophomorc. Hnckcr notched h~r first stati: championshJp in the I O().n,c1i;n,. b1,,,1t 
seuled for ,econd in the 100, 

Hrn .. kcr wa.:-, a four-time OVAC Cla~s I A 100-m,.:tcr dash champion and thr\.!'c .. timc Cla,, 
I A :!00-mctcr cha.mpmn. Though ~he ncn~r ran the race in 1hr: postsea~on. Hrx:kcr was a 
threc-umc OV,\C Class I A 4ll0-mcter champion. 

As a prep sprinter. Hocker's per<l)nal lx<t in the 100 was 11.81 seconds. That <tood a, • 
-;tali: r\"cord in Divhmn Ill unul 1011. Her mark. which was set during her senior ~a.,on. 
,till ,tam.ls a?-1 a slal~ mc~t n.:cord. 

Her 200 personal besr time or 14.22 i, aho a state meet record. She set lh:tt in 2004 when 
~he c:omplctl!d her second conS(!'(,."Utivc sprinl ,weep. 

After high school. Hocker opted to continue her track and field c:1reer at the University 
of Akron when: 'ihe put forth an tmprc~!-.ivc can,;c:r. earning all-Mid Amcric:m Confcrcn"-~e 
hunor!'io. She w.1~ the M,\C Indoor and Outdoor conference ch~mpion in th~ :?OO in 2008. 
She ~et the ,\kron school record indoor for the -100 and placed in bmh the I 00 and 400 in 
2005 a~ a true freshman. As a collcg,1atc runner. Hocker focu~cd more on the 400 and ~et 
the Akron record for both indoor and outdoor compcm,on with time< of 54.39 (indoor) and 
54.22 :outdoor). 

Along with tracl and field. Hocker al,o earned Jette" durmg her high school career m 
basketball . 

Class 
of 

2016 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

John Nese (OVAC Contributor) 
Jo/111 .Vcse (East Pimburgh High School. Cla~s of 1956). Teacher. .. 

coa,•h .oflicial.. bro:tdcascw. He·, done them all. 
While spc:ndmg 54 years Ill the educauon field. ,';esc coached boy<lgirls 

basketball and baseball. followed that up ""h J fine offic1a1tn(! career and all 
the whik worked a, n. radio bruadca.,h::r. 

In basketball. he began his coaching. career at Follan,bee St. Anthon} 
( 1960-ol 1. winnm~ the W Va. Ch1." B Swtc Catholic Championship with 
a 17-5 n:<:ord. After two years (1961-031 a, an assi,cam :u East Piu,buti;h 
Hi~h - h" .!Ima mater - he cal\le to Steuhenvtlk Catholic Central where he 
coru:lxd the ho,·, team 10 ,cars (1961-H, With a 121-87 0:<'0rd: thn.-.: "-'-'· 
uonal lilies. thm: distnct 111ies and one OVAC champ1onsh1p 1973J when his squad compiled J 
21 2 ,,wmll n:cord -the t,c,c ,n ,;chool h"ton - led bv fcllo" Hall ot' Famer Jim Wood. 

H~ later returned lo the hardwood a., the S1~ubenv1ll;, Catholic girls coach (1987-90I. posung 
"56-10 record with t,w -.eclion.il 1,tlc,. two OVAC crown, ( 198S and '8C/f and the -.chool\ best 
record •.11-1 in 'R9 . 

He dosed out his hoop,· coaching w11h the Indian Cree~ iun,or h,gh girls· team ( 1995-2007) 
where he won an adduional 116 t!amc:'\ ai:,ain~t 40 los:'lc,. 

He was named Coach of the Year muitiplc times in the Ea.,tcm District and Di.<tricl 5 and 
'-'''" sclcctc-d '" the c·o-coru:h of the L:nitcd Sc11e, All-Stars for the 1973 Oapper Oan RoundbaJI 
Classic in Pillshu,i;h. 

In bas.;:ball. Kc"' co:tehed Stcuhenvillc Catholic from 1% 1-75 with a ,p,1rklini; 197-77 record, 
Hi, team, won ,;,c,cn sccuonaJ~. five districts and one rcg1onal. limshmg a..~ Lhc state runner-up tn 
Shaker Het~hts in 1%5. His 1974 squad posted a school-best 14-4 overall mark. 

After n.:t1nng from coa1.:h1ng. I'\\!~ ~,anted to remain 1,;losc to high :i.chool athletic, and be-came 
a bas.:ballisoftball umpire. He wa, a respecccd member of that profes.,ion ,swell. and was hon­
ored to work m 10 conS<-cuti,e OHS/\,\ State Softball Tournaments. He aho servs-d a, Jn JOSU\IC· 
tor with the Sceubennlle L:mp,res Assnc,a11on.Ncsc also had a 10-plus year career as a WSTV 
radio play-by-play announcer and color commentator. workmg countless football. basketball and 
American Lccion haschall ":ln,es 

Tots marks-1\ese·s sixth Hall ~r Fame selecuon He's also in the Ohio High School Baseball 
Coa,:hes Assoc1at1on r 1981 ). the East Boros Chapter of the Penn,ylvan,:, Sports Hall of Fame 
L 1986): the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame\ 1996J: the Dtstnct 5 Basketball Coadic< Assoc1auon 
H:ill of Fame r2006); ;Uld the Fr.incJSC:lll Univcr, IV Hall of Fame c20os, 

At f..a,t Piu,hu~h (Pa.) High. Ne,-;: was :t thn::•-year leucrman and m-captain of the Cla" 
B f'l:nn,~ lv:tnia st:ite runner-up. He graduated fmm the College ot Steubenville in I 960 where 
hc wa, ~ four-y..:ar lcttcmMn and a member of 1he No. 1-ranks-d small collcg~ ha,kcthall ream 
{ 195~-sgt and team co-captain a, a semor. He ohtamed hi, master's degrc-c from the Lnivcrs,c~ 
of D:t) ton m I 97~. 

5.X ;.hs1st~. 5.5 n:hound~ and '2..7 steals. 
Along "1th leading the state in sconng twice, tndud nf. the 2002-03 season. he helped ~u,de 

lhc J!lue t-01glcs to th~ CJ._,, AA stale champ1on,h1p Hy doing that. he hec:tmc just one ,F fh,· 
Mountain State products to accomplish the fcat.joinmt the l1lcs of kn, West. OJ 'vl~vo Hc..,,e 
Brooks and Bill Maphis. 

Talkington ·s aforementioned Ciln!l!r-point total ranks 6th m \\'!i!'Sl \ irginia histOI')' 
He was a first-team all-state selection as both a Junior and ,emor and capta ined the team both 

:-.t:a!'oon-.. He wa:-. a -.ccond•lcam all-"tat..: pick after h1:-i. ~cmor sca:"lon He "'-3:-. af,o an all-OVAC 
and :ill-Volley perfom,er, captaining the all-Volle> team tw1ce 

He also ,c-orcd 20 point., in hdpin1;1 l\e,1 Vir~m,a r:illy for a 92-82 v,ctury in the Samuel A. 
Muntlc,· OVAC All-Star Game. 

,\fter high school. T:::tlkingLon turned down st.•\·t!t..tl l'OtlCJ:!l~Uc offer\ to dC'CCpl an .J.L"..tdcm1t: 
scholar.,,.hip and walk-on sp(.lt 31 Wc~t V1rg.m1a Umv1:r"1ty He pl.-.>00 m J6 game~ c.lunng h1~ 1.:an..>cr 
with the Mount:uneers and lettered twice. He was a member of WV\.,', -..auonal ln\ltat,onal 
Tournament champmnship learn in 2007. 

He opted not to play ha<kctball during h" final season ofeltg1b1lil> electing to enroll in medical 
school after gr:iduating with a dcgrc-.: in chcrnisu,- with a 4.0 grade J'<)tnl avcrJgc 

Along with his ba~ketball prowess. Talkington "a' a standout for the Blue Eagles' football 
te:::tm. Hewn~ l"-"l(.'e" named all-OVAC a firsH(ilm selection as~ ;umor and honorJble men11on 
p1d. a<io a senior. 

Bob Koch (OVAC Family) 
Bob lt.0clr t John Mars~ I High School. Cla« of I 971 1. Back m 2009 when 

he retu-ed t11,1m C.unen,m H,.11 School, Koch offered : celling quote· ·M~ 
~ I has .14W.'..iiys lx~n to lea,·.; th,, a ~ucr ploc'C than 11 wa, wh.;n 1 found it·· 

In Kc.it's case. e,e!)·where he's been and e,·eryone he's known has been 
heller for 11, and .hat ccna•nl} includes e,cc, comer of the Ohio \ alley 
Alll:O:t ,c Cortcrencc, 

Hi; JS.soc muon with the c-onference dates oock to 198 I when began helping 
" id! the h,111ds-<111 calculations of the score, at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wo:sthng 
Tourr~ >(nt. ~ role he filled for the next 30 years unol the results were com• 
putem ... ..i. At that poont. hc c-onllOJQd to :M1.,t l>y working the bullpen on:a. He n.'<.x-ivcd the OVAC 
Toumamenl Ser-·ice Award in J9'JH and the OVACToumament Director's Award in 2014. 

Koch has been on the OVAC Executive Board the governing body of the bi-suue c-onferencc 
since 1989. first a, the Class A re1>resentauve and then a< the Game Direcmr of the OVAC Rud~ 

Mumlcv AII-S1,1r Football Game. 
It\,,; that role one he a,sumcd in 2001 - that he ha., shmed ahove all other,. due to 1he ,a,t 

undcrtaktng of the event from the selection of coaches and players. coon'.linaung the week-long 
ca.mp wh1~:h is c:un-cn1ly at Hc.:thany College to aJl of the garnc-ii:lat«..x! acti\'itic, which 1~-J...,c place: 
the week of the game. 

R,-spected for his opinions and h!S knowledge of the htslol) of the conference. 1-..,ich ha., illso 
been a memher of the OVAC Hall of Fame Comm,uce and the OVAC Museum ComrniltcY for 
se,·ernl ,·ears 

Koch~graduatc.~ rrom Wesl Virginia Lio1Vc!t"\il!r and late!r ohtamcd h1~ mastc:r·~ di!gn:i: 1n m;ith 
educauon there. He spent one year at Martms Fell) High befoo: moving on to Cameron where 
he began ,, J3-year career a, a math teacher. He assumed the role of athletic duu:tor m 19~9 
and spcm the next ~0 yc.·u·s gu1d1n,s 1hi: Dr:igons· alhleuc programs to countlc~'io succes.~:r. and 
fadlith:s ttPSradl!~ before rc.:tmng in 2(X)9. Koc.:h also ~pent sevc.!r:tl yc:ars ~ .m .1.ss1stan1 ""'re"thng 
coa.:h at CHS under the highly-successful Jim Pott.,. 

He served as co-chainnan of the Fnends ot Cameron Football event for s1> vears. and was a 
s))<.-cial honoree of thac gmup m 2015 for his contnbut,on,. • 

Jimmy Mountain (Media) 
Jame.<,\. "Jimmy" Jfourrtain (St. John Central High School. Cla<> of 

I 9311 You m1;,ht sar he "looked down from the mountain" .1s far as Ohio 
Valley journalbt, wen: cont·cmcd. 

Mountain chronicled the events of the area - both in and out of the 
,chlctic realm - with particular cmpha,i, on the J!cllaire area. hut he was 
well-known up and down 1he river for his writing style of accentuoting the 
positivt: J!\ well as his lcscndary ~ntcrtaining and inforrnacjvc column~ dur­
rng nc3d)' a half century. 

,\ two-spon a1hle1c .football and basketball) at St. John's. he began his 
Joumuli'itcc career nght out of high school working for Grca.Lc:r Whec:hng 
Home Talk and the Martins Fen, Dall) Time,. He served as Sports Editor for what became 
The Time, Leader unt,I he was called into milital) service ,n 1941 dunni. World War II. and 
upon his return he be£an a kngth> tenure a< head of the Bellaire Bureau of that newspaper 

Although his pnm::iry focus shilicd lo news. he continued to cover sponing e\.ClltS .md wa..'i a 
fixture at ,';elson Field foothall games mvolvmg hmh Bellaire and St. John Central under mcd,a 
legends B111 \an Home and Cal Jloka:.. 

·An amateur ho,er and a talented softball pitcher. Mountain had a life-long passron for 
,\nteru:an h,stOI). He was a member of S,i;ma Delta Ch, Journah,m's honoral)· fratem,t> 
and ,·ccctved scvcrJI honors mcludmi. the first Man of 1hc Year from the Bellaire Lodge , JO 
Chcchoslovak Soc,ctv of Amenca. the Citizen of the Year from the Bel13,rc Fraternal Order 
of Police Assoc1mcs: • and was tabbed an honora') graduate of Bdl,ure HiF,h School ,ind was 
sclc,ted for that school's Wall of 1-arnc. He also served as Clerk of Council for lhc cu, of 
Bellaire. He pas,ed a"·•y on July 24. 1988 at the age oi74. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Stan Blankenship (Coach) 

Sta,r Blankenship (Nichol a, County High School. Class of 1%8), He 
pu11ogc1hcr a resume unrl\'alc<l b~ anyon,i: in 1hc girl:•." ha"kctba!I C(J.-dt­
in£ ranks~ compiling a rcconl ,1f 541-2-m Uuring a c:.11\:cr lhal began m 
l97Y aml umtinucJ until his retirement in 201 t . Those Jofly numtx:1' 
make him 1hc arJ -timc winnmgcst co:1ch m girls' hoops m both the 01110 
Va .. lcv and the entire st.ice of West VJrgima. 

" 

• '~:~,::lt-.-. Bl.inl en,h p\ L.1dy Monarch, reached 1hc pinnacle in 1982 when 
the} \Hlfl 1hc W.:iiil Virginia Cla:--, AAA State Champ10n:,.h1p with AU­
Amcric;rn/OVAC lfall of Fam1;r Arny Gamble as the ~l~,r p:;,ycr. 

He also led JMHS tu West Vir~mia Class AAA runner-up fini,he< in 1'19~ and 1'194. Under 
hi!- :.:u1c.fan1;c. JMIIS won 18 scclional citlc~ and njnc l\::g1on:il crown .... 

The I.adv Monarch, also won 11,ne OVAC championships un<Jcr Rlankensh1p·s w:11ch 
Cl981. ·s2:·~J. '8-1. ·85. ·91. ·94, 2CXJ0. !002). The five straight 1itlc< from 1961-85 marks 
the Jon•1i:st i:onsc.:utin~ strim? of girls· conforcncc crowns rccordcJ to dale. 

Bkmk~nsh1p saw s1gnifo::a'n1 changes in high ""-·hool hoop\ during hi-. co;1(:hiug C.::ill\:·cr 
mdudmg the 111s11tutu.1n or 1hc three-point line; the o~ or a smaHcr ha:-.kcthall and the move 
or ~irl-. • ha:-.kcth~1l1 ln \\est Virginia from fall lo winter. He coal'hcd <1.n ,unazmg 40 ph1ycr-. 
who went on to pla" collccc b;oskc1b;il! :,fter gr:idu,mnc from JMHS. 

~le ;1h.o coa,:hcd' m the .. OVAC Samuel A. Murn1c)· Ail-Stctr Cla~~•c s~vcrJI 11111cs :md 
received the OVAC-s Richard Saftield Girls Basketball Coaches Award in 2005. 

Blankcn=--hi1> move to the area from Nichol.1., County where he was a mul1i-~pon :--tJndout 
in h~gh school. 

That continued at the nJllcc.ialc (c1.,cl when he aucmkcJ W.:st \"i.rginia \V'~•,h.•y.m College. 
graJuatfo~ ·n I Y73 art~r am.as;ing an u~hcard-of J 3 varsity leuer,. I four in lrack. four in ~.-rm,s 
c,>untrv. four in ba,kcthall and one in lootball). 

Noc ~,urprb;ing.Jy. he wa:- ln<lucted into the W.:sl Virginiu \\'csky~in Athlcti1.: Hall of Fame 
in 201~. 

Tom West (Coach) 
Tonr West cM.ienmgton ll'i,h Sclil>ol. Cl•ss of 19571. When he made the 

n,m c to to t:0,0,.'h :md teach Jt Va le, High . West did so for the lonr hJu 
Aflcr lo11r yc~n. ut ~foJ\1c\\ H1i;,h 111 Grnfton. OhiitJi~ he ~.,me to Pmc 

Grm-t:..,, t11m: t,: tx:,.1nc 1 .;'(Mh.;h.~ i11, 11tut1on. guu.Jmy 1he l.u1ntx:-ey.1.1;h 
fOOlb!!'I team fot • k>tal of J6 year-. o ,,·r 1w~ tonm - his first rrom 1971 
;rooo and then. altor~ ,c,~O· )'~"-' ~bsence. he ,~turned from 2008-2013. 

Dut in~ h,s -IO )<'Jil'> , • he:id coa<f!. he amass,•d a record of 24~- 1~6-1. 
lm:lll!J1t1a= a 22;;-151 mafli: ~t \ 1.1lle)' 

W,:si-coJched V,,ll~v teams made the West Vtti; ma Class A ,.ayofrs 10 
,lra1,;ht )C.-.r ... rrum 19'1l - ! CN1 .,r-.tl lin _,hc:d ,is t t'.: state runner-up fh c times 
(199~. ·9-1, ·95, "96 , nd 981. Hh 19~H-'>-1•9~ ,~ams ,,II went undck a:cd ,n the regular sCJs0n 

The Lumbcrjads woo OVAC ,~11mpionsh1JJ> tn 1995 an~ ·97 and c,-plLred the M.,on-
Dtxor C(>nfrn:ncc Clt)wn 11 hmc, c 191'1. 85, X7.89. 91 . 92. 93. 9-l. 95. 9<, •nd •n1 

West also served as an assistant bas~ctba I coach from 911-83. 
The fomhall field at VI IS is named Tom West Field in his honor. 
\Vest n..-cdve<l his tx1chclor·s dcgrc~ in EJuc.:alion from F:Jinnonl Sto1le C'otlq;c in 1qc,1 and 

his ma~tcr"s degree in A<lmini..,.lrJ.tion from Akron Unh:cr!\ily in 1971. 
lk bc~an hb tc..11,;hin~ (,'i.lteer in Mi~1.·icw in 1961 where h~ was••~ a~sh,t•!nl hask~tb~11I 

and football coach and then 1hc hc:,d locc>thall coach from 1%7-70 before wkrng the JOb at 
Valley High. 

Jay Handlan (Athlete -19405) 
Jolin .. Jay·· I/and/an ITriadelph,a I ltgh School. Class of I 9461. lie 

earned l~ v.ir!-tl\ letter~ 111 five sports for the Link Reds <luring thtc\.· 
years -- three c~ch in txtsk.:thall. foothall ;md crack. two m tennis atld 
unc in S\\ inunuu:. 

In l>a,kctl>all." the 6-t,11,t-! fumard earned All-C1tv and All-OVAC 
lar~i..~:-t Cl.ts~ AA Jnd \\:~1:,.. ~H-st~1ti: mention In football: he w":- .a regular 
end Jnd punla After h11th "-'hoot~ h..: s..:r. ~d three )~ars in th~ US. Anny 
b.:forc cnrollin~ at \Vashrngton & Lee Un1vcrs1ty in Lcx111gtot1. V:~ 

Competing for W&L ,n the Southern C,,nfcr,:nee - then a major co -
Jcgc ha:-.kctbaJI lca,,uc whii:h included \\le..,t Vlrgania. Duke. Virg1.n.a . et, .. and others whil'11 
broke off and fonn~d the At:anHc Coast Confcrcnre - he kft his mark u:-. one of th~ .ill-um~ 
mo..;t prol Ii<. baskl."lha I scorers m major coUcgc h ,tory. 

lk became only the third maJor college pl;oyer to score more th;io 2.C~IO career points l>y 
,~app1ng his 94-galllC i·arccr "-'llh 15 poinrs against WVU m hJs fin.al gam..: hJ rcac.~h 1.00~ I k 
avera~cd 21.6 point~ for h1s career. 

A:-. J 1umor~ he a,·crJgcd 26.2 points to lUlS'C out WVU All-American Mark WorkrnJn for 
-.C(.."ond pla~c nJt1ooafl} lk Jh,o led chc mauon in fn.-c lhn>\li. .~hoocing (X6'°l') and ."iCt Jn T\ICAA 
record with I X-for-1 X agcnn:,.;t \'1rg1m~1 He al:,.;o ~cored a whool. .. md South cm Con fcrcncc. 
.rcconJ wirh 66 points i -.19 in rhc firs1 half) then th..: third h1t:hc~1~,cr m~1Jor colt~!!e m~rk 
- :u.:.amst Furman. In th~1t :.:ame. h\!' took 7 l go:11 ~mempts 4makm~ 't0). which remains the 
oldest DI\ t<ion 1 NCAA record on the books 

tlJndl,m earned tic m, fou11d:u1on All-Amenca a, a jun,or and ""' l\vice All-Southern 
Conference -\, a ,-cn,or. he also became a k1cker1pun1cr for the football team .md "·" uffen:d :, 
tryout with the Cbdaml Bmwn,. Ile .1l<0 lcnered m lrJck. 

He wa, llral'tc<l h, the NBA lnd1anopoh, Olympian,. but opted to play n the Na11ona 
lndu,tnal B:1>ketbali League v. ith the Akron Goodyear I'. mgfoots He played four )·Cars ,md 
was an NIRI. All•Stor m 195-1. 

In 1015. he was mductC<J 11110 the Cit) of Whcchn~ llall of Fame. 

ll 

Dave Linn (Coach) 

Dave Un11 1Z:mc Trace lhgh School. Cl,1ss of 1971 l . L,nn made hts 
mark as the Bucke>, Tr., I I hp h girls basketball coach for • decade 
( 1976.86J. including am am.11.ing four•vear run of appcaraI}c,~s In the 
OHSA A State Tournament ( 1978-8 , ), 

Tmirs l'J7g ,4uad po,ted a ?1-1 on·rJll record. dcfcaung Smith\'ille 
(41-38) m the Cla» A ,~1tc semifinals bcfor~ falling lo Ada (51•>9) in 
th~ ch:imp1onshi[J game. 

The 1'179 team r~achc,J the 1rnrnacle. Jcfcatin£ Fort Loramie (5(,-381 
in the state ,emifinal!t- JIIU th~n Jowning 1-fofgatc (51-32J 111 the Cla~:-. A 
chamtlionslHp game to l.'.omplctc a 23-2 record sea'.'lon. 

The L.-dv Wamor.,. wcn:n·1 timshed. ~turning ,o lhc: "Fina, Four"' n l(}X0 where t"I!.! hc.1t 

Pon~mouth Ck1y (59•+-l-l in lhc scm lina!"- b.:'forc f'al ltn~ t,l 1\.fan,r:'-· d S1. Pl.!1cr\ lh i ,. an 
l')'-·~rtum.:) in the 11tlc c,1mc for u fin~,) 16-1 rt;"corcl: ~md 1he:i making tt h~tck 10 lhc cha111p1on­
"h1p g.~mc ai;.:un in f°tJN 1. toppmg Edg.enon (71-58) ln the S¢1nis and lo:--ing ~morhcr heart­
break.er (5-1-52) to Anna 111 the fina[-; for~, 23-J fin:1I n ... ~urd. 

During h1!'- II) yt:al"!\ a!'> the T:at1 girl~ ' coach. he <:~mpili.:d an 1mpn!,~l\c_ 111·?•7 _reL·ortl. 
an X5 f'CJ\:-1.!nt victor') nuio Tr.ul ah.o won the OVAC Cla~" A girls champ1onsl11p in 198-1 
under I.inn. 

Aflcr -.omc 1im~- off. he h~d a 11-yc:tr nm ••s th~ Trail hoy,· co.ich t 199lJ-20Hll. mm1!>,mg 
J ElJ wms including 1hrcc ur four -;cct1ona1 chJmp1onsh1ps and a ,.fo.(rl<;l ulc:rcgmnar appcar­
:mcc in 2009. L1nn-coachciJ bovs· cc.uns v.on the P1onci:r V.1lkv Conference t~lk outngt-t 11.n 
2005 .1ml ~hared the crown wJth Fro1llkr and Shi:11:.indoah 111 ~01 ,. The 2005 team ~, ,,o won 
the OVAC Cla" 2-A ,Towu. 

During hi:-; career. Lum wu:,.; :-.dn·tcd 'Co;tch of lhe )Car· J.l \-anoi 1to u r ic, rn thi: r ,1,h;m 
Dis1rk-1 anJ Distrll.·1 E2 :.m<l he \\,Is sclcl·ted to coac..-h ,11 rhc OH~RCA 'lnrth-~uuth All-Staf 
Game ill 198!. 

A charter member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Tmil Athletic llall ,,f Fame m 1996 
he·~ served .1s the Dls1rie1 12 Bas~etb;11l Coa,hcs Assoc1auon Sccrclaf)'/Tre;1surcr and a, the 
P~ps1/D1~trict 12 All--Star Garn~ D1rcclo! for_many years. A g.rJdu;.11c_ of Ri~) GrJnd_i.: <;:ul cgc 
he w.1-. D slnct 12"s sdcclmn fur dlc Oh~o lhgh School B.tskctball Coache~ Assnc1at1011 Hall 
of Honor in 2l) 13 ,m<l "•' nductcd into the Distnct 12 Baskcth:111 Coaches A"oetJtion Hal 
uf f'amc in 20)5 . 

Andy Cross (Official) 
1\ndi• Cross CMor••~tntown i l?gh Schl'1ol. CJJss of 197~•- On\!' ot the mon: 

rcco,;llizablc o tT"(;ia i., of the Ohio Vulk}. Cro~s enjoyed a remarkable career 
calling the ..:ti,,n in bas.:,bo I. b:tskelhall and later in volleyball. 

11~~ ~;ff . .4,:~ 1mi: l"31\!~r lx."£an us a student at Bethany College when h~ 
dee iu,'<I 10 follrw ,, t~,c footst~p< of h" father who had 1'.Wkcd footholl, 
haskctbaJ and ha~tm,! ~aMi.:s iA the Mor,g:.ancown JTC.I, w~th h, young :-;un 
a<..<..x101p~r v1ng: rim to man} \lf the events. . . 

C l\.'!:-.!i spent 36 >Cat~ on th,• ba~ball <li:tmond. Among the h1ghhght!- were 
l~ rc_:;1011u and J l !<-tatc tournament a~Sl£nmcnl:-. jn Ohio .md JO rcg?onal 
atkl 13 ~late lOLnwmcots \n W\!'-st Vi~inta I le ah.o umi:ur~d the M 1zuno 
All-Star Senes 1n Ohio eight lime:-.. The linal g;,mc of his career e+imc in the 201 ~ \Vcsl 
Virginia State Tournament. 

His ha~kctbotll offidating spanncJ 31 vc;1r,r;. On lhe Ohio side. he hacJ IJ n;~ional ~tnd chrcc 
s1a1c ;1~slgnmcnts in ,!:!irh.' hoops and s~vcn rc~ional :1ss1gnmcn1~ ~n hoy, _hoops wt'rik it~ \Vesl 
Virginia. he worked nine regionals ,rn<l thn.~ :,;t;itc toumamcnl:-: tor the girl~ aml 12 l\.~g1011als 
and two 1.,1atc tournaments for lhe boy!-1. 

Cross was the 2()()() r,:dpicnl of the OVAC's R,,bcrt Da1rn>n Oflicial, Award presented at 
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumlcv AII-S1;.1r Basketball Cl""'s1-c ;rnd v.·.a-. honon:cJ w11h the D1,tr1i.::c 
l 2 Basketball C1,a<.:hc" A1o.soclation "Oflkial of 1hc Yc~tr'' awarcJ in 1997. 

In the l;JUcr '.'lt..igcs of his offidating can.'\:r he ~,Jdc<.J ,·ollcyhall to th.: mix ~nd worked eight 
y~<.U'-. including many games al the tournament k1.·d in both s1;11c~- . 

ln ~1<ldition to his on-11..:kl/coun '"·ork~ cro~') ;1l~o scr\'~J Js prcsLdcm. ~crct~1r)'. mterpl\!'l\!r 
and class instructor of the Oluo \'alley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice-president and 
niterprcter of the Ohio Valle} Booru of Basketball Oflic,als. He wa, also a memhcr nf the 
N,uional Federation ofOf1ic,al, (NFOA) in both West Vir~inia and Ohi,>, 

Cro" was mduttcd mto the OHSAA Of1i,·ial, Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Eddie Becker (Athlete - t950s) 
Eddie Becker. Whcding High School. Class of 1950), A four-year Wildcat 

basketball plnyc:r. h'I.!' wa~ the most highly honorcJ ph,yi:r on t"-'O teams which 
played m \Vest Virginia State Champion~hip ~am..:-s in ~h~ lar~c~sch,~ol Cla~s 
A A.-.. ~ JUTWll', the ·(';us fi111shc<l slal~ runner-up h_, ramnont Scmor. A, ;..i 

~cntor. \\'heeling <.·appc:J ;1 25-0 record ~ca:i-on under 0\'AC Hall uf f;1mc 
i:o~,c:h h\'~TCII Rnnkman ,vlth th<: la:-t of t1\'c 1i1lc, ant.I a sl.ih.: fin;1h,· ,vrn 
o,·cr Elkin,. 5:l 50 

Becker.;• tW(H1me All-Srntc Toumamcnl pick. carn\!'d first tc~un :1U-da!>) 
All-St:1tc •" a sc111or as well us All-OVAC la~cst Class A and All-C11y hon-
or, H~ :t\·crJ.gcll 16.1 point~ a'.'-1 a JUmor amJ led th..: ~c;u~ a'.'-1 " senior \'-Ith . 
more 1ha11 ~0 pomt-. a game - ran; for 1h:.i1 crJ H..: '-Cored 20 or mon: ~onus ~e\'cn tune:-. ,... uh 
a lu~h of 29 .is Whecl'ng avcrJgcJ h-11,0ml, per game, He also rla,cd lootl>all 

Recnnted bv West \1r!'1 n,a U .. he left his 111:1rk on the W\'U reconl books The 6-foot fo"' ard 
let.I the freshnlan learn m ,cormg wilh a 25-pomt ,gait. The dead-eye jump~-:,,hoot\!r lcnerc<l three 
time:-; on the \ af!,II) ,md -.:,ntl~d ~ 75~gamc career with I .127 points ( 15 ppg , ... the second mo!>I 
in sC'hool hiMOT) at the time lk a\.,:rJgcd 18.7 .a:- a ~mor "·hell he was 1eam ~!VP He abo 
eanl.:d All-Southern Conference ~,ond team and """~ M!lc~:tc<l lo the All-SC Tournament team 

At 1he umc he grnduatcd. he \\a, one of 19 pl:11,crs l1,1cd on the Al1 Time \V\'U Ti;~,rn di.ans. 

'° 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Neil Habig (Athlete. 1950s) 

Seil Habig (Wheeling Central fli£h Scho<>I. Class of 1954). An 
honored high school and college football player. he compcled longer in 
major pro football lhan any Maroon Knigh1 in hislOry. 

As a prep senior. the Martins Ferry nall\'e earned first team ~II-star 
hon<>r, on c>cry ehgihlc select on All \'a!le} .. B g School .. , AII­
OVAC large<i Class AA. and 1he fi\'e-school AII-Cil) ream. Rated the 
.. oc,t dclcn" w end .. ,n OV hy coachc, wht> sdcctcd All-Valle>, the 
cwo-way end and pumcr ,.,·as 1hc top blocker on :t run-oncntcd team ,md 
fonded four touchdown passes. 

The 6-fool. 190-)lounder helped the Maroon KnighL, win their ftrst-en:r OVAC Class AA 
, 1~rgc!'>t c!..t~~ al the time) title. with an 8-1 n:cord The Jun~ Jo,s wa!i. 1'-7 to I0-0 rcl·ord 
Benwood Union. 1hc OVAC Class A champion which finished :ts the state runner-up. 

He earned a scholarship to Purdue Umvcrsil} where he played both W.O)'S hut was convert­
ed. on offcnsi:. from end to center. A thrcc•ycar lcucrman an<l 1werycar starter m ccn1cr•line• 
backcr-dcfcnsi-..·c end. he was selected a~ t-:am MVP m" ;i s..:njor on a ro~ler which had I J Ohio 
Valle: proJucb incluJing OVAC Hall of Fame honon:c, Nlck ~fumlc~ anJ Kenn) Mik1..•:,.. 

Habig. J ,ccond team All-Big Ten Conference sclec1ion. played in the Senior Bowl All-Star 
game. He "wa, drafted h:· lhc Green Bay Pa(.·k..:r,. hut optl.!'d for the CanaJi;.m Football l.caJ;UC. 

He 11layct.l seven 't!'a-.on, l<.l58-6-JJ J-. .a ct.:nter-linchackcr \vith the Sa""ka1chcwan 
Roug.hriders ~nd w~~ a dominant player ;lt his ~X>'!lition. He "as ~1 CH~ All•Stm· center m 
1962. the first year this honor v.•:,s awarded. and a Western Conference All-Star six 1imes. 
.\s :, lrncbacker. he w:,~ nolcd for his p:.iss cm·er41ge and had lO pa!-.~ 1ntcrcept10ns including 
:,.ix in 196~ 

Ben Wiley (Athlete • 196-0s) 
Ben Wiley (Powhatan High School. Class of I%)) lie led his team 10 

the school's hc,1-evcr baskecball season (20-1) and only unhc:uen \ I 8-0) 
regular o;ca~on in :,.chool hislor)-. 

The 5-f(kll-9. 150-pound guard ""s a four-)car player who scorcJ near­
ly 1 j(K) (.·arccr point1" for the lndt,rn!- A~ a senior. he a'"·cragcd 28.8 points 
a g;1me ;md "'•" named Ohio UPI CJ;1" A Player of 1hc Year for lhc ,cam 
,·oachcd O) Lou Blumlmg. later a head coach of 1he Wh,'Chng lronmcn pro 
foolball team. Wile) w:is a 1wo-t1me AII-OVAC Class A choice and rnbhcd 
co-captJin as a !-cnior and ,aptain as a JUmor. The two•llmc All•Di~trict 
honor'\!t.: also was a firs I team A 11-0hto c.·hokc h\. both The A""soc.·iated 
Press an<l United Prc,s lnlcmauonal .1s a ~nior. • 

In 1%1. the Indian, ,hared the 0\'AC Class A crown wich Paden Cicy and endcJ w11h a 
20-1 record .ifter bov. mg to Strasburg. 71-61 111 1he Class A D,s1ncl Tournament. 

In baseball. he wa, ;1 senior regular on the second Indians team to win an OhlD ticlc The 
Indians adv;mce<l to 1hc regional 1oumamcnt all four ycan- ()960-63) during Wile~\. career. 
The 1963 team. coached hy Frank Bland. capped a 1S-2 recorJ season b) wmmng the Oh10 
Cla~s A crown '""·ith a 1 .. 0 champ1onsh1p game \\ m m·cr Dubhn after <lowning Spcni:i:rviJI.:. 
2-1 . 1n the -.emir nal~ 

Wile\ a scmor cla" presidcni and honor student. :lllended Gannon Co lcgc 1n Eric. Pa .. 
JflJ plJyed baskc1ball for four years The playmaker avcra!'Cd 10.() pomls as a senior with a 
high game! of 28 points. lie scored 896 poinls in his c~m:er and w;1~ m<luctcd into the Gannon 
Sports Ila I of F.unc m I 986. 

After gr:.uluation. he rcmarncd in the Enc area Mid b.:camc d. Cl\ K cadcr who "'as rt.'"~:~lg 

nit'-·d multip c times inc udmg the n;.imin,g of a publi'-,; ho h.hng Jflc,:r him. He <lied m 2(H)4 

Jim Woofter (Athlete - 1970s) 
Jim Woofter (0-Jk Glen High School. Class of 1973). He earned the 

honor of becoming the frst Golden Bear athlete to attain All-American 
h1..lllOf",,. earning. those plauc.U1s for his grid grcatnc~~ at !incb~ckcr. ccntc:r 
.,nd fullba,·k. 

The 0-2. 225-JX)UnJcr was a tw1>-t1mc lir.-Meam alt•~tatc. al -OVAC 
and .1 J. VJUcy honorc1.: As ,1 senior, he- wa:,r,, cap lam of 1he all .. Valley ·•Big 
Schoor· defi:n!ilh·t: 1c:.im :md runner-up for the Hunt A~.ml. cmbkmatic 
of chc !-Ultc"!- IOp !incman. 

As a \Cnior. he rcconkd 126 tackks. 49 assjsl!i-. the fumble recoveries 
an<l forced six fumhk, in hdplnt: the Gold-:11 Bears to ~\ 7-3 record. The lcnacious defender 
rcg1\lcred K6 solo cackles -+6 ,1s:,;1~t,, c1~hl lac:klcs for osscs. 1hrcc fumble recoveries and four 
ntctccphon~ :l'.'1 :.a Juntor. 

\Vooftcr\ ~park,ing foothall c,plo1t, camc:tl him A l•o\.mcrK·:m honors fmm (oad, &: 

Rob Munn (Athlete· 1960s) 
Rob Munn (Bridgeport High School. CJ;iss of 1966>. The lhrcc-sport 

,wndout helped the Bulldog, re,ord their oc,1 combined foocballibaskct• 
ball school year in histOf)'. 

In football. the team captain and quartcrback-defenm·c back led the 
first perfect record (9-0) in school l11,tOf). Coached h~ Joe Aull. the 
Bulldog, C•Pl~rcd the OVAC Class AA mlc and were ranked "lo 5 in the 
fin.ii Ohio Class A poll h> United Press lnlcrnauonal. Bndgepon capped 
the pcrtcct season with a 22-11 win a, m·al M:irtm, Ferr) for only the 
chird win in 45 ~ric"i games ,..!-.. the Purple R1Jcrs. 

In basketball. 1hc two-year te"m caplam anchored the school's tirsl­
C\'cr unbeaten regular sc~,son rc;un (IS-0) which capturcJ an 0\'AC Cl~s AA l1llc and w.1.s 
r-Jnkcd No. I in the Ohio Class A 1><>11 O) Unite<! Press httematmnal. Coachc<l hy OV-\C 
H;atl of 1-=amer frjnk Baxter. the Rulldog, ~cored moix lhan HK) pmnh m live game, and 
"'on ~cuon~tl und di'!-tnct crown'> before falling 10 Dalton. 71-70. in the Canton Rcg.1on:.i 10 
fim,h al 2-1-1 . 

The 6-foor-1 . l 75-pound forward a\'cragc<l 2~. I pomts and I:! rebound"i :.i game as J senior 
after ,porting a 20-poinl norm a, a JUn1or. 

The ,cnior was runner-up for Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year to Kerr) Myers of Ceh na 
and earned first !cam All-Ohio from UPI and 1h1rd t.:am from The A,,oc,alcd Pre" He al...:, 
wa"" t"k~ .m All-0\'AC M:li:(.·tinn J.nd .t.n All,DiMrict honoree in EaMcm Ohio 

Munn was al~ a pitchcr•inficldcr on the BuUdogs· b~:,.cball team. 
The 10 HI Bnd~epon High Hall of Fame mduccec eamcJ a basketball ,cholarsh1p lo 

Marshall Umvcrsit) where he wa, a lhrcc-year var>1I} pl«yer aflcr averaging 'J.4 po,ms and 
-.hooting 46.S pcn:t.:ni from 1hc floor on 1hc frc,hman team. 

Jim Wood (Athlete- 19705) 
Jim Wood (Slcuhcnville Cathnhc Ccntr-JI High School. Class of l97l). 

nu~ Cm~.idcr "•ls one uf 1he most cJominanl basketball hi~ men in the 
OVAC dunng the earl) 1970,. The talented 6-foot. 9-,m;h post help to 
carry Catholic Central 10 ils firs! OVAC hoop crown. tummg the tnck m 
1973 m Class AAA 1he lal".;est cla,sificauon al that umc. The Crusaders 
went ~2·2 that :-.t:ason. winning sectional and d1s1rh:t dtlc!-. :1long the way. 

He ,1vcr.1gcd 20 ix11n1-.. and 15 rcboun<l:-. ~l g:m1c a, a ~cmor. Those num­
bers. combined with 1hc team·~ ~ucc."Css. earned him fir.-.1-lcam all-Ohio 
UPI and second-team AP all-slate accolade, lo go with ;11l-F.a,1crn Dl'tr1Cl 
plaudi1s. 

lie was named first-team all-OVAC as a junior and senior. named a co-captarn m 197'. In 
ac.Jd1tlo11, one Florida ncw~pap.:r tahbc<l him .J:o. honor.ihk mcntmn AlJ•Amcrican a:,; a ~cnmr. 

Wvod was a]so a cwo-yc:tr leucnmm 1n hascball for Catho11c CcntraL 
His ,upcrh hardwood exploit.., cam .... -<l him a ~cholarsh1p to Georgia TL'<.·h. where he OCcamc 

a four-year rc.i;ul . .r al center an<l wa\ the tc;am ·'.', lc4,1<ling ~(.·urcr his firsl 1hn.:c yt.:ar:-. ( 11.1 . IS .0 
,md 1-1.7) and m:ond on the !cam as a senior 114.1 l. He also Jed the team in rebounds 1wo 
years. llis career totals included 1.459 points and 7-IO rebounds. 

'wood wa~ 111Juc1cd into the Georgia Tech I Jail of Fame in 1985. jusl cighl years ;1ftcr c~mt­
ing his degree fmm the school After his collcgiale career. Wood played haskelhall in South 
Amcnca for 12 )Ct1rs 

The S1euhcn, illc C"lholic Centr-JI Hall of Famcr still rc,idc, in lhc Ohio Valley and is an 
OVAC ha.,kethaJI offi,·ial. 

Kim Augur (Athlete • 1980s) 
Kim Au,:t,r ff.a<! Ll\·erpool flil,!h School, Class of l9S3), Her mo,1 

impressive cla111, 10 fame is winning the OHSAA Class AAA-IOU-meter dash 
~tatc ch:tmpionship as a ~nior in 54.87 second~. Sh'-· mis:,.cd the !'ilatc record 
hy a mere onc-1cmh of a seconJ. L.itcr on in chat same sWlc meet, Augur 
claim,-d the silver medal in the 2CX)-mcler dash (25.18). 

Thi, l'oucr trnck grc;1t ,till holds the Ohio Valley record in chc -l<Xl mecer, 
a1 54.87 She also cslab ishcd school records in the 100 (12..l) and 200 
(24.56). !he liltlcr still rank1n;: ·" the second-bes, in valley hiscory behind 
the 2-1.22 turned in years later Bridgeport's BrilWny !locker. also an OVAC 
Hall of Famcr. 

AU{!:Ur i:-. a :,;o a member of the Potter:,.' :,;('h,ool•rcconJ ..ix.JOO-meter relay 
team \.\:hich 1umcd ind 4: 11. l clocking during h1..•r junior campaign. 

Her achicvcmcnl:,,. cam1..~d her J. track scholar..,hip 10 The Ohio Sl.Atc Univcr.;ity. 
Augur w;1s no onc•~pon wonder. She '"·as also .J. mknlcd ba~k..:lbJJI player for Easl Lh·crpoo?. 

earning fir..Hcam :.ilJ-OVAC honors a:,; a junior and senior. 
Augur \\JS ndue1ed ,mo the East Liverpool High Athletic !lall of Fame in 1990. 

:\rhlch' and Scholastic Cvtwll magazine~. 
I hs pri:p footbalt ~ucccs~ attr.-ctcd rc1..·n11tcrs from all the m~11or schools, and \\tooftcr opted 1---------------------------------­

for the Un \ers1t)' ofTcnncs~ci: le pro, cd to be a £000 choice as he \\:tS J three-year kncrman 
and t\A"O•)car :,.tarter :.ii dcfcnsl\c t;,cklc for 1hc Volunteer.-. 

1-hs athJ..:ti(.. ,uL·ccs-s \\.a!ti. not 1m t~d to just the gridiron As .J. ~n,or. he was ~h1lc ,hot 
pul champion Jl Oak (j)cn "'lh a 52-fom. 7-inch effort. and he Ji...:, "·on the OVAC Class 
-\AA ,hot put <.·rown ~'oofrcr was .i.lso J force m wrc,.tling. Hi.! was the 0\"AC nmncr•up at 
hca\"ywc1~ht as ~1 "cmor. 

Dave Delande (Athlete -1980s) 

Dare D,lande (St. Clairsv1!1c High Schcx)I. Clas, of 1982). This u,rcstling 
grc~tt d1 .. ungu1\hc<l h1m:,,.c f both on tht: prep and colfcgi:uc levels. 

His Red De\ ils" mat carL'\:f \.\.1~ nothing :-:hon of sen,ation:.1L He fini-.hL'<l 
w,th a ~tel ..ir I }C,.. IO- I record. In the pnx·c1os, DclancJc wa~ a thrcc--timc 
OVAC champion. He w.J.s .al!to the runner-up a:,. a fn:~hman. 

Dc,.indc "a, also a runner-up al the 01 !SAA Stat.: Wres1ling Championships 
as 132 pound Junior and he placed fifth al 138 1x>und, as a senior. 

He continuL-d h s v.-r-cst 1ng grcatnc.,s at West Lilx:rty under the nurturing 
of kgcndaf) coa,:h Vince MonS\:aU. 

Ocl.mde w.is a three-time NAIA All-American for the Hilltoppcrs. achieving the feat in three 
dift"cn;nc wcii;h1 Jh·i~ions. He was :,,..:vcnth al 142. founh at 150 and nation;1f runner-up ~t 158. 

I hs four-year WL record wa, a sparkling 96-13. 
lie sttll r-Jnks ,n the lop 10 in eight llillloppcr all-time mal records: falls. shutouts. 2-poim 

nl!ar fall!>,, 3•J>mnt near falls. rc\crsal~. lcam point:,., wins and bcsl winning pcrccnt:igc. 
Ju-.1 ,t, ntprcsstvdy. Dclandc al-.o wa!r,,. the H1lltoppcr wrc-.thng pmgram·~ lir...l Aca<knrn: 

AII-Amcrn.an. earning bac..·k-to-had< a<:acJcm1c laurels in IC/85 and 1~86. He was ~l!r,,.o three­
time tc~m cap1ain. 

He v.as inducted mlo 1hc West Libert) Unl\·crsily A1hlcl1C llall of Fame m 20W. Aflcr gamm~ 
his West Liberty diploma. he became a CPA. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jodi Bates (Athlete. 1990s) 

Jodi Bates (Meadowbrook ll1gh School. Cl.as, of 1999). Speed lo 
hum. ThJt\, cxac11y what thi:-. former Colt po~scss.:LI JS ·, pcnarncJ to 
tr;,ck ;io<l field. 

A standout ,prin1cr for lhc Colt,. Bate, shined in the l(JO. and 200-
mctcr <lashc,. winning 10 <ilJ.tc mc<l:1ls during her can:~r. 

B.itc~ bur,t onto sl'cnc In !I big way .-., ~l frcshm•Ln. 11lacrng -.ccond m 
both 1he 100 ( 12 12) and 2(XI <25.12) :it the Division II state meet. She 
didn't "'ilow down from there, 

A:-. J :,.uphomorc. Bate),. won her tirsl :-late ch,.unpionship. hlJlio.;; 1hc 
Ohio Stadium tr-.t~k to ~l 24 .87 lo l·a111urc 1hc 2()(.}•mt:lcr <la..;h. Sh~ a so fin shed second in the 
I 00 ( 1237) for the second ~tra1ght :-('as<m. 

B:ues broke through and c limbed to 1hc top of the slate podium in the IO0-melcr dash 
•ts a junior. fl wa, one of four n·K~dal,;, -.he claimed in lh.'.lt mcc1. Sh~ won 1hc IOU in 1 :?.22. 
tini,hed ,econd in the 21N) (25.251 .111d r.1n J le~ on the tiflh-placc -!xii~) (50.81 J and e,~hlh 
place -lx41KI "lUads. 

During her scnmr c~tmpaign. Hates r.an t·unsblcntly um.J<:r the co\.·1,,.~tcd I ~-st.~ond barrier. 
She ,ucce"full> d<'icmkd her !Oil-meter title ( 12.10) and anchored the lirth-pl:icc -Ix I 00 
150.33) lfunn~ the fir~t '.'(;11"· mcel .1t Dayton's \.Vdt·ome S1:uJmm. 

En rout-: to the st.itc compctilion. Bale!- wor1 I-+ OVAC championships. including four 
s1raight 100- ~ntl :?tKJ-inctcr tilk~. She al,o t'laimcd 12 d1!\lrn.:1 and JO rcg1on,1I champit,n 
"ihip~ during her can.~r. while mnning J pcr~onal bc~t time of 11.95. which \till ~tan<J:- ~,:-. 
~k:.1dm\·hrook ·s u 1-cimc nc~, :.inJ i-. the s1;cor11J-h..; .. 1 in Ohio VaUc\ hi:-.torv. 

Afh.:r h..:r prep c:1rcer. Bate" si~111.:d lo run al Wheeling Jesuit Uni'versity ·she ~om~11-~t1 jusc 
one ~ason before c.lC\'Clopmg !ln t11Jory. \\-'hi"h pro\.·cJ to be career cm.lint;. She attempted ;1 
co1m:h:.u.k after trnn:,;fcrrin,g to Muskingum Uni\·ers11y. bul the injury W;Js ,1mpJ~ 100 ntuch 
to o,·cr<:ornc. 

\VhjJc on rhc trJck js whcr-..~ B:ncs m.a<k her mark. "he .aJso kttcrcJ twice m haskctbalJ and 
\I.as an honor:1blc mcmion all-league ~lcc.·tion 

Zach Amedro (Athlete - 2000s) 
Zach Amedro l)i>hn Marshall H,~h School. Cla" of 21Ml51. The OhlU 

Valley h;1s produced SC\'eral pruhfic pa.1,:-ers m H'i h 'SI0T)-. ThL..; funner 
Mon♦Lrth 1s nc.er the top rn cvcf) ,,a:-smg ca1cgo1) th1.!rc 1s. 

A~ ;i -.cn1or. Amedro lim!<,h1.!d fourth III the hotllotm£ for the Kennedy 
A\\:ard anJ wa:,,. ;1 fir.-:Me~1m all•statc ~lcc11on aflcr putting forth one of the 
most prolific stat1slJc.•al seasons m h1s1ory. I-le cornpkle<l lSX•of.289 pass• 
cs for ~.939 var<ls and :n lom:h<lowns He also ran for six couchdowns. 

That 1.:om1lletcd a hn liant threc-yc.ir stint a, 4u,1nerbad .. 111 which he 
thrcv. for more than ().000 yards ~md 53 touch<lnwn..; He t:omplcteLI -.16-
of-761 career pa .. ~s 

A one \1v1th ht'- :-.t.1tc4 \\.1<lc honors. Amedro was nJrncd All.OVA(' dnd \\d'- 1hc l'lffcnsl\'C 
cJptai1i""ofThc lntelligencL~r\; All•Vatlcy 1cam. In 2002. h1; was the ncwsp~pcr's ··sophomore 
of the Year:· 

After originally ;,ltcnding 1hcn FCS mcmb.:r Appalachi.111 Slate.Amedro transferred h'1ck 10 
the Ohio \'alley and had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he twice finished;" run­
ner-up for the Had:tn llitl AwnrcJ. whkh i~ th..: Di\'bdnn H -..·quivaJcnt to the Hcism;m Trophy. 

Amedro '<'t Di\'ision II pa,sing records for yards (1-1.733/ and complcti,,n, ( I .079/. Iii, 
thirty J00-y•m.t pas~ing games were also the tx~:-.t in Divi!iiion It hbtory. 

In leading 1hc Hi!ltoppcr,,;. to the NCAA Division II pfayoffs ~ts a ~ninr. Amedro finislwd 
J2()-.,1f---H~.~ for -Ul5X y~n.l!- and ~S touch<lnwn~ in 10 g;.1mcs. He hac.J a sea.,on•hig.h di!hl 
to11t'hdown~ an<l 44 completion..;. 

During Amedro\ junior se;ison. the llillloppcr; won the WVIAC title and qualified for the 
playoffs. ,,vcnging thrir only Jo,.., with a wild 8-4-6;> vktory ai;~lin!<,t Edinboro. 

Amedro was twice named WVtAC '"Player of the Year" and wa~ u fi~t-tc;un Division II 
All-American and '<'Cond-te;im Small College All-American by The Assoda1cd Press. 

Matt Powell (Athlete• t99Ck) 
Matt J>o.,,11 (B.1mcwille lligh School. Cb,, of 1990). This former 

Shamrock, d1dn1 just ,core the ~all. he tilled it up C\'ery nisht during 
an imprcssi\-c four~yc:r c;1rcer with 2.17➔ career point~ (s.lill in the cop 
30 ;,tl-1imc in Oh;o,. 

Powell helped le.id lhe Shamrock< to their first trip to the Ohio Sweet 
t6 during hi-. scni .. ,r -.cusnn in ,i.·hich he s~·ot'\.·d 3~ pointi. per s~me en 
route lo l~rst-h:am JII-Ohio ..tt·t:ola<lcs hy hoth The As!-,,ociatcll Pres-. and 
Un11<;d Pres~ tn1cma11on~11 

UPI !,C(ecti:<l hun as ils Di\:'isinn III f.itate player of the year. a wo1thy 
honor when you t:onsuJcr he scorc<l 76(1 point:-;. th;,1t sc;t!'i-on. t'onncctcd on 
60. thrcc-[>1.lint goJJs anJ \\,ts 168-of-20.l from the foul line. That ,rnior-ycar c:-..pio,ion fol-
10\vcd a junior season in which he scored 6~ J poin1s ,10d his .i6 ··treys". 

Powel mad~ an immc<liatc impa~ . .-1 for the Shammck ... He scon:J 282 point.; a!-. ;1 fr<.·shm;.in 
.m<l then rca I) touk off. pourm1; in .5 JO point-. a~ a -.ophomorc. 

His presence 1s sull fdc ,ll Ram1;s\·illc. Hc own, thl\."C of the 1or four poi111 totah, .:v.:r 
rec.1rdcd al Bamc"·illc llis ,inglc-game high of -15 rJnkcd third and hi, 60 honu, basket, 
r.1nk s1;~oncJ aU-timc. f>,•"dr .. c:~l\.'Cr point~ anJ free lhrows m;.itlc C-+11 J ;11\: ~h(•ol rcconh. 

Alon~ wi1h hcing recognized '" all-Ohio. Powell played in both the OVAC and 1he Ohio 
Nonh-South .-\II-Siar Game,. I k was the ca1>tai11 of the ;,II-OVAC Class AAA team. Eastern 
Ot~tl'lct Pla)'cr of the Year. D1stri1..·1 12 Player of the Year and capt.>ined th\! all-V!1llcy Big 
S1.:hool tc,1m. I-le "as ~e c<.·tcd to the Di,1rii.:t r2 Baske1ball Co,achc:-» Associ-.1tion llall of 
Fame in 1010 

Afler hts prcp<.:arcer. Po,vcll originally went to 1he . .\ir force Academy. hut trani;.frm:d bat:k 
to Rio Grnntk Collcg.: Jtt<l ctchcJ his naml.! into iti;. Jore. 

fie st·ored 2J67 career po,01, at the rnlkge k\'cl. which i, second in Rio GrJndc histori to 
onl\' Bcvo Francis. lie led Rio Grande lo the NAIA N.i1imml Tournamenl in Tul,a. Oklahonw 
durin~ his !l,Cllior :r,.cason. He wa-. .i thn:c-1i111c all-MiJ Ohio Conrt:rcnc:c !<,cleclion. J l\\o-llmc 
all-Di,1ric1 22 honoree and a NAIA AII-Ameri,·an HonorJblc ,',kntion choic'C .,ftcr lhc 1992-
93 campaign. A.:. a s..:nior al Rio Gmn<lc. Powdl. who battled a foot injury <luring his junior 
campaign. scon;d 70~ points and ~crvcU u~ a co-captain. 

Kacie Vavrek (Athlete. 20005) 
Kacic ~a,•r,k <Bella 1-.: lligh School. Cl11,s of 2002). You name 1he ,pon 

and 1h1s fonm:r 81£ Red shm-.:d brightly. 
A four•ycar lc-ttcrman in chrc~ !-ports. Vavrck kft her biggest marks on the 

ha!-kcth~1I I court and on 1hc tr.Lek. 
In hu.,.ke1ball. Vu,·rck ,cored in hunt·hc~. She linishL·d her prq1 c:;.lrL'<:r ,vilh 

1.63 l poml"-. which at the lime of her graduation wa:-» tops :,mon~st Bellair~ 
fcnrnlcs. It"s since been broken by her sister. Ashil.!)'. 

During her senior sc.:a.so11. V:.t\.'rci- lc<l the .ire•• in "'-"oring at ~,.9 points 
a g,1me She ""s named firsc-1eam All-Ohio. AII-Di,trict 12. All-O\'AC. 
Eastern Distnct --Pla}er of the Yc:ir .. and finished fourth ,n the voting for 
Ohm ·s M,. Basketball. 

Va\'re~ took pan in both the Ohio North-South Game and the (>VAC AII-S1:ir Game. She 
lcJ 1hc South Sl(U<ld with :m poims in th~ll con1cst. 

A:-. ~1 junior. V~1vi-ck scored al an OV-bcst 22.7 point:-. per game clip. She \\/a~ nam~d first• 
team All-Ohio. AII-F.-,,tcm Di,trict, AII-Di,1ricl 12. AII-OVAC and ,·aplained the All-Valley 
tc;,m. 

On the track. V;wrck "·a, one of the area, .ill-time best high hurdler,; and high jumpers. 
Vanek tinjshcc.J her prep c.·arccr with 10 slate medals. Taking that:, :-::t~p furth~r. she \\'Ott u 
trio of ,,l.tle c:h~mpiunships. 

After rc~t:hing the ":>tate lina? in the high, ~)s ~ frc~hm:..io an<.! ~ophoinorc to come up sho11. 
Vavrck 0rokc thmu,gh a:,;. .a junior by winning the slate title. She wa!<, fourth in the low hurdle, 
an<l lifth in th~ hi~h jump 1hat st:ason a, ,.,.·dJ. 

A, a senior. Vavrck went double-gold. She dclcnded her high hurdle tillc and a<l<lc<f the 
lo,v.s. which was ~m c,·cnt she <lidn "t compete in often ..,,arty in her c~1rccJ'. She w;1\ a four-time 
1>!acer in 1he high jump. Van-:k's pcrsonal-hc,1 time of 1-1.53 had ~,-.:n the ,·alley\ all-time 
hc,t. 

AJong with her stmc :-::uc~1-~s~. Va,·r\!k ,,:as it four-time OVAC high hur<llc charn1>jon. All 
told. she "'on or played a rok in 11 confi:n:nce trad~ til!c.1; and helped 1hc Big Rc~h dalm 
t,vo IC.Jill crowns, 

Vanek"''" also a ,1,mdout in rnll~yball. She w:i, chosen"' AII-OVAC :ind playc"<I in both 
the Di,1rie1 I~ and OVAC All-Star Games. 

\'avrck was n,-mcJ 1hc Ohio V.:1llcy D;.ippcr DJn CJuh· .. feinak Athlete of th-..~ Year for 200:?. 
\V\th opportunitie, Lo run track or pJay hoop~. Vu\'fc~ clt.:ctcd to L'Ontinuc her roundball 

career :n Kent State University, She wa:,. a four-year player for the Flash..:s and slatted in 2:? 
games during her career. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this conference plays in the lives of the member 
schools· st11de11t-llthletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholllrship llre a tribute to your ded­
icated leadership and is rimled by 110 other high school organization c,f which I w11 aware. The OVAC Hllll c,f Fame 
is providing an opportunity to recogni:e and honor individullls whose accomplishments cominue to inspire and 
motimte today's athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success.·· 
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Ross Stoltz (OVAC Contributor) 
Ross Stolt: (Naponee High School (:'\'ebrnska). Class of 1965). He 

has tlccn a true flicnd and supporter of chi: confcrc:m:i:. most ('\'idcnt 
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band whkh 
entertains the ~row<l during pregamc :md halftime at the annual OVAC 
Rud~ Muml<y All-Star Football Game each July. The band features 
some of the best musicians from schools throughout the ronfrrence who 
come together fur a week prior to the game :md ne\'cr disappoint wi1h .a 
spcctaculor ,xrfonnance. 

L'nder Stoltz' le:idership. McDonald's also is a sponsor of the OVAC 
Kick-Off Classic: the West Vil'l)inia "Super Six" State football Championships which have 
become a fixture at \\r'hecting Island S,a<lium: and ha.;~, !'1.(rung [oc;1I involvemenl with manv 
area ,chool!'- includ1ng band :-iponsorships. :-.ladium hanncr~. :-.c:on;hoard~ and ,,,~arOOoks a~, 
well as donating to area track meets and baseball events. • 

Md)onal<l's is alMJ a yearly sponsor of the highly-ri:gardcd "Bea,t of the E:1,t" ,uwmmcr 
baseball toumame~t whi~h has h<,comc a summertime staple i~ the Ohio Valley: a major 
:\J)On:\or of the area-. profco;,"-lOm1l hockey team - the Wheeling i\a1lc.:rs: an donate."~ annually 
to the local YMCA. 

Stoltz personally presents local nominations to athletes for the prestigious McDonald's 
Hich School All-American Classic. 

He be~an hi, career with McDonald's in 1965 as a 17-,·ear old crew member. ,\fter serv­
ing in the L.:.S. Am1y (1967-70) and attending the University of Ncbrask:i (Cfass of 19731. 
he returned to McDonald's in "arious capacitie< staning in 1974 and since 1996 has been 
the Owna/Opcrator of JO McDonald's restaurant, throughout the Ohio Valley fBamewillc. 
Belmont. Elm Gmve. Martin, Ferry. Mounds,·illc. St.Clairsville. Triadelphia. Worwood and 
Woodsfi<ld). 

Stolu has received the Golden Arch Award. the McDonald', Corporation's hichc,t rcm~­
nltlo1l for an O\.\'0l!riO1xrator thal rccogniz~~ a focu~ on cus1omi:r service. out;.t~nding fo0d 
quality :md rcsiaurnnt upcrarion~. and cxceptiooal contribution!lo to 1he local communit\'. 
. He·~ 3 board member of the Ron~ld McDonald House Charicie~ of Morgantown: a io,1g• 

1,mc spon,or for McDo,iald', MAC Grants for Teachers pmgram: and provides extensive 
,up1>ort to locaJ s..;hools, 

Dave Caldwell (Coaches) 
Dave CaldM·c/1 (lkallsvillc High School. Clas, of 197.l). He proved the 

theory of "the little engine that could" by achieving a u-,mendous amount 
or ,un·cs" coachin£: foocbarl and one of the ,;.mallcst schoors around. 
cnmpiting a record of 196-102-1 during his 29 years as head coach of 
h1~ alma matl!r. 

Caldwell be£!an his coachin£ career as an assistant al Caldwell High 
under M,ke Devol and then returned "home" 10 BeallsYille where he 
assi,1cd J.B. Majvrs for two ...:ason, ( I 98 l-ll2) . He was elevated to the 
head coaching post in 1993 and held that job umil retiring in 2011. 

Under Caldwell's !'Uidancc. the Blue De,·ils won si, Ohio Vallev 
Athletic Confrrencc Class A championships ( 1988. 1992. 1994. 2000. ·2006 and 201 I) and 
,ix Pioneer Valley Conterence titles. Beallsville reached the OHS,\,\ playoff, cii;ht times 
p99~. 1999. 2000, 2005. 2006. 2007. 2008. 2001) and (X)Sted a playnffrccord of 5-8. That 
included a run to the Division VI. Region 23 championship and a spot in the state semifinah 
in 199~ :Ind a career-capping 10-.l sea,on in 201 I when BHS advanced to the D-VI. Rceion 
:!3 1 i1le curues1. -

Caldwell was t:ibbed "Coach of the Year" in the F.:i,1cm Oistrkt and PVC multiple time, 
and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Sta.r Foothall Game five times ( 1989. 199.l. 
2001. ~005 and 2009) with a 2-3 record in the mid-summer classic. 

Cald><cll. who made a hricl' coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah in 2014. als<> 
assi,ted in basketball and track during his time at Beallsville. 

,\s an athlete. he was a thrce-,port performer at Beallsville Hii;h School (football. basket­
ball and track). playing on the school's first unbeaten football team in 1972. He went on 10 
play football for r'our year,, at Mu,kingum College. eaming hi, deerec there in 1977 and later 
ohtainJng a ma,t~r\ c.Jcgrcl! from Salem Unh-erSi,y. .. 
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Arthur 'Butch' Joseph covAc Family) 
Arthur "Butch" Joseph (llellairc High School. Class of 1963). When 

the conference needs to keep things "running" in the fall or the spring. 
Jo:-cph ha!i. been chc: 1:0-tu guy for m.:iny ye~ !ls a member of the OVAC 
Track and Cross Country conu11i1Le~:;.. (,l!rving as co-chainnan of the track 
committee with his wife. Donna. an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007. 

A \·~tcran of the L:nited States Air Force who ~crvcd durine the Vietnam 
War. he started olficiating local track meers in the early 1970s and began 
his assoc,a11on with the OVAC in rhc late 1980,. ""ist in~ Flovd Deaton 
"'.it_h the OVAC Volley_hall Champi\lnships and being respon<iblc for com­
p1lmg the: wc:ekly i:ontcrencc sr:mdmg<- in thal sporl. 

Joseph has been an integral part of the OVAC Cal Gitlin Track Champion,hip, dating back 
to the days_when t~e smaUschool di\'isions were contested at Shadyside, Fleming Field. and 
he nl~o 3S:\l"tcd w11h the h1g school meets at JkHain:'~ ~clson J--'ia:ld i:ithcr behind the scenes 
or as an on-track official. 

Jt w~ts Jo:-~ph'~ vi:'\ion 10 L"0n\'en 1hc OVAC Trnck Champion~hip,;, 10 their "'~urrcnl fum1at. 
It wa< hi, desire to ha,<' the best athlote,. regardless of class. compcte against one-another 
,nan overall championship meet. which is how the e\'ent ha< been ,·ontested since 2010 at 
St. Clairsville High. 

Jos_eph has also been the man behind the computer responsible for the pre-e,·ent preparation 
and t1mmgiscormg 'at the OV,\C Cal Pokas Cross Countrv Championships on the campu, uf 
Meadowhrook Hich School in Bvcsvitl<! for mof<" than If "i.:ars. 

Along with his ~,ife. Joseph received the OVAC Cal Gifiin Tr:ick Scrvic·e award in I ~97, 

Jeff Harrison (Media) 
Jtfl Harrison (Martins Ferry High School. ClaS\ of 1977). He has 

been a member of the spon, media for JS year,- and counting. includinc 
the last 17 at The Daily Jeffersonian in Camhrid~e where he has been th~ 
Sports Editor ,incc 2007. Prior to that. he speni 18 year, at The Time, 
Leader in Martins Ferrv. 

He ori;!inated the concept of the Ohio Vallev Athletic Contcrence Hall 
of fame in 2004: ;~ a m~mhcr of the ~lccrion Comm ittec and in charge of 
producing the program ror that event. Hc'< also a member of the OVAC 
Softball Cummitte.: and OVAC Coa<·h of the Year Sdcction Committee 
and previously handled 1>ublici1y for the OVAC Rudy Mumky All-Star 
Football Game for seven year,. 

Harrison was also the catalyst behind the formation <>f the District 12 llaskcthall Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame m 1008. serving as Chainnan of the Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee and handling publicit}· ,incc that time: and i, a member of the Martin, Fern­
High Schoof Athletic Hall of Pame Committee. serving as the primary researcher/hiographer 
lor that group. 

He is a member of The Associated Press East District Sclcccion Committee for football/ 
boys· basketball/girls' basketball. serving as chaim,an since 2009: an AP state poll voter: 
a mcmbt!r of the: Ohio High S"hool Athletic ,\"-.ociation Media Advi!loory Committ1.-,: and 
a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters A<;ociatim1. He was 1he 2006 recipient of the 
Ea~tcrn Ohio lnterschota~cic Athlcti..: J\c.Jmini!-i.trators A,socfa1ion \ Mcc.Jfa Award ~ Distrh.:t 
I 2·s selection for the Ohio Hich School llaskethall Coaches Association Hall of Honor in 
!O I 5 and has ,von several OPSW,\ writing contest awards. 

Harri,on, who attended Ohio Unive"i" Ea,tcm and currcntlv ri:sides in BveS> ille. 
authored the book Holding Court: The Gene'Ford Stol)· (2005). the biography of the legend­
ary Cambridge High School boy,· basketball coach. 

He al~o served as pub I ic addre~s announ ... "\!r 01 ~cvera! venues over 1hc veo.~. tncfudinc 
Manins Ferry football and hoys' basketball. Meadowbrook cirls' baskctb:1li'and the District 
12 All-Star Basketball Classic; and was a youth baseball/softball coach for !! vcars in the 
Martins Ferry Ci,·ics Athletic Association and the Guernsey Valle} Baseball Association. 

Terry Leggett (Coaches) 
Ttrry Ltggctt (Midvale High School. Class of 1%5). The ultra-successful 

Lcggcu began his coaching career as an as!-ih•tant at Sky,·ue High School 
and then was head coach there fortwo seasons ( 1973-74 and '74-75/. 

He went to ol<l Zane Trn,e Hi~h School for the next two vears ('75-76 
and '76-77) and when that school consolidated with Madisoi, Hich to t,e. 
c:omi.: Buckeye 'Trail. Leg£,Cll wa-. named the school ·s fir~t coaL·h~ 

His initial Warrior squad ( 1977-?R) accomplished a remarkable feal, 
posting a pertect 18.0 regular season (21-l o"erall) and winning the 
OVAC Class A championship. sectional and district titles and fini,hing 
runner-up in the regional. losing a 43-12 heartbreaker to Indian Vallev 
South. • 

During his I'.! years at Trail (he called it quits follow inc the l<J8R-R9 season). the Warriors 
ne,·er had a losing season and amassed an incredible 125-50 record. Thal included two trips 
to the OHSAA Class A "final four" •· his 1982-83 lcam went 25-1 and the 1986-86 team 
turned things around after a 4-5 s1an to make the state semifinals and finish !0-7. 

l..cp.~t!'lt-coached Tmi1 teams won nine sc.,;tional titles. five di!\trkt crowns and two n:~ionat 
championships and he was named L'PI Class A Ohio "Co-Coa,·h of the Year" in 1983. His 
teams won OV,\C titles four straight years ('7g, ·79_ '80 and ·s11 .ind .,ere ,talc-ranked ,ix 
time.-.. He "·a." named 0\'Ctall OVAC ··coach of the Year .. in J978 ant.I ""a." .al,u a four-lime 
District 11 "Coach of the Year" honoree. All told. his teams compiled a 268-92 record in 16 
sca~on,. 
He coached in the OVAC All-Star Basketball Clas.sic three times and was an assi<tant coach 

in the Ohio r-'orth-South All-Star Game once. 
A graduate of Findlay College. he served as an Eastem District Board member and was the 

Game Director of the ~istrict I'.! Basketball All-Star Game for many year... He also served 
on the Rules Interpretation Committee of the OHSA A. 
Inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame in I 997. Leggett was also a phvsical educa­
tion teacher and athletic director during hi, days at Buckeye Trail. He pa,sc<l a;vay in 2009. 
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Roger Sowers (Official) 

Rog,r Sowers (Roseville High School. Class of 1951). He spelll a num­
bt:r of year.-. in \'atious roles com:h. athletic tlitt:clor. gui<lanc.:e coun~c!or. 
principal and instructor hut Sowers is protlahly t>cst known as :1 long­
time baske1ball official. 

Sowers. who ~pent more than ~0 yc~rs in cducalion. bcg:m a~ a ha..i;­
ketball coach. serving four years as head coach at Pleasant Cit} H,gh 
and sc,cn yea" al Burncs,illc High. po,tiog a combined J.\0-99 record 

He officiated his first varsuv basketball ~ame 111 I 959. and became a 
full-umc referee rn 1968 once-hL~ coachint!- davs were over. He "'orked 
-m years iwcr fi"e d\!'(.·ad~~- rncludm~ ncarl} ~ 4uartcr or .t ccntur)' d:-r. a toomam<.~nt official 
at the sect10m1l. district and regional k,cls. 

He 11.as J ch.irtcr member of the "•sI Ccou" Oh1u Oflki,I, 1\ssoc1,111on m the Camhndge 
::area. ~nmg. .:is prec;.1dcnl. ruk\ Interpn:ter .. nd nn the cxccult\C hottrd 0\'C-1' lhc ~ca~. Hc 
al:-.o ~er\ cd !l:,r; prc:-.1<lcnl uf lhc Ohio ,\~\OC1alh..\n of Ba"kcthaH Officrnl~ 

Sower ... \\ ho al,;o otTic1ati:d :u th~ L'Olkgc level m the Ohio .\thlct1c Cunforcncc. "'fk!nl 
10-plus years teach ng ~ b,,,ketball offk1a11ng course al Ohio G111vem1y Eastern, u.,th se, ­
~ral o ~ hb former ~tudcnt, later bccomlllg hlgh ~hool a.nd col leg-: o(ficial .... 

He "as inducted inl<> the Ohio Hieh School Athlcuc Assoc,acinn·s Offic,al, Hall of Fame 
rn l 995~ r~ce1\.cd a Oi!\tinl!ui'<hcd Service Award from 1he D1stn<.·t i 2 Ba~kctball Co.ichc:-. 
Assoc1.,t1011 and a Meritorious Award fmm the OHSAA ,n i99R for 40 }Cars of ser,icc 
The Roger Sou.•er, Memori.11 Scholarship was esiablished b} It s famll} in 1000. with the 
~c.irry rec picnt a Barnc~"·illc High ,;co,or planning to ~mend Ohio University E.a,tern and 
ma,t"or m educauon 

\ Crooks, 11lc nauvc. he c,1rncd a bachelor\ c.h.:grc(,.· fmm Manc;:ua Colkgc where he wa~ 
a fnur•y~ar leu~rma.n lll hasebalJ and a one-year lctttnnao rn ha~kctha(I. and ohl31ncd his 
mc1~tcr·~ dc~rec from \Vest Vir!!ini3 linhf.!'rsnv 

He pas,cJ awa~ ,n 1998 al lhc age of 64. • 

Bill Gompers (1940s Athlete) 
Hill Gompers (Whedmi; Central High School. Class u ' JQ45l.Hc wa, 

;Jn honor~d runnmg hack on two top Maroon Knight foolball team~ and 
♦lr~u lctlt.:"rtd on lwo st;11c C;..ithoth; Toum.1mcn1 champiun,h1p b:iskcthall 
tc!.;en,s 

A 1wo-l1me selecuon on the five-learn AII-Citv football ho,rnr roll. the 
tww-"a} ,tJndout hdpcd Central wm the I 94'.I C:11y C'hampwn,h1p with 
~ 9-1 regular s~ason record bc!fore th.: Knii;.hts ..:ompctcd in a post sea!',,on 
Steel Bowl con1c,t won. !0-I9 by Rochc,ter. 

As a ,senior in the firM yt!ar of OVAC <.~ompcu1io11. he- w·a~ t~am co­
capIain ,,n J 6-3- 1 record Knight squad 

In ha.,kcthall Gompers compcIcd on •wo tc,:ams which C'ttcndcd the Knights ,trl.!ak to 
ftvc consecutive W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships.The 1944 team wcm !2-3 io 
regular "Cason and Catholic Toumamcnt play he fore 1h1..~ Kni!:!hts won two of lhrcc game~ in 
the fastcrn States Catholi,· Toumament. Thal team wa, coached bv chaner OVAC Hall of 
fame coach Jim Foti. • 

Both Gomp(rs and Foti w\!rc among induclc~f.. into the charter Whcding. Central High 
School Sports Hall of f:ime. 

During Gompers· senior scihon. tfli! 6-tool-[. JSO.pouod b...c., was offcri:d football schol• 
arsh1ps at several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he kuered for three seasons 
and played both way, on two Irish team, prudaimed a, N~•iooal Champions - 1946 (8-0-1 
record) and 1947 (9-0>. which was led by Hei,rnan T1»phy winner Johnny Lu jack. Gompers. 
ci1e<l as a Iop hlockcr. ~1vcmst:d 6.S y;trd:-. a carr). He played in the (946 ..,corck~s lie vs. 
Armv which wa:-. labeled lhc ··GJmc of lhc Ccnturv:· 

Gompers was selected 10 play on the College All-Star team which played 1be Nf,L cham 
pmn,.Ihc Chic:;1go Catdinal"· in a post-~ason g3mc. 

Droftcd hy the Buffalo Ilills of the pro AII-Amem:an foo1ilall Conference. he played both 
\l.'i!~" for one ~ea~on as lhc team bowed to the Clevdan<l Bro\l,·ns in the ch!lmpmnship gilmc:. 

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlete) 

Tom "Knute" Frar1ckhaus,r (Sleuhem ,lie Cat ho 1c Central High 
School. Cla" of 19551.Thc b-foot. I 951'0~nd oft~n, iw ~nd-<kfensi~c 
hack w:.1s tht lc3dtn!! scorer as a ~nior on a .f)~ l record Crusader te.'.lm, 1'1~ 
,choors be"it n:con.f Sllll.'C 19-'6 He landed nmc tout:hdown p..isscs high 
for that era - and ft!tumcd thrcl! pass 111tt:n.:"11uon~ for scol'~s. His best 
outpuc was 111 a 45-6 " m 1,1,er Wells'III< when he "oreJ on an RI -yard 
Tl) reception and relUrncd two 111Ierccpu,,n, for 57- and 69,yard -core, 

An All-Valley and AII-Easiern Ohio honoree. he competed In the 
Ohio-W.Va. All-Star uamc won b, Oh10. :11-20. 

He accepted a scholarship to Pllrduc Ln1vcrsit) whcl'e he kttcr~d lhrec 
ycan- .ind "1anc-d as a junior ,tnd s.cnior a;,; Ihc team·, kac.Hng pii~, rcc..,::,,~cr. He \\'ilS named 
team MVP JS • senior. He helped the Hmlcrmakers UP"-'l the natmn 's ,';o. I ranked team. 
l\11ch1gan State. in 1957. A ,econd Ieam All-B,g Ten honoree ,Ls a senior. he played m 17 
carci:r game, Wlth 30 n:,~ption.,. for 611 ~anh and four rD,. 

He was the \3rd overall sclcctmn 1n 1he 1959 ...:FL Draft third r,1unu by the Le,- ,\ngde, 
Rams. In hl, rook1\! season. Lhc 1..·on1crback hJ.d three mtcr1..'1!ption,. 

In 191\0. he was selected by lhc Dalla., Cowhup in the i'>FL Expansion Draft and be,·ante 
the tirsl Cowbo> to carry the ball by remrning Ihe opentng k1'k,1ff in the inaugural regular 
!'ll!a. ... on gant-t:. 

After Iwo ycars \l,'ith the Co\l,:boys. he cap~d h1~ fivt•ye,1r. 58•g.ame pro career,, 1th .1 two­
year ,1lnl on the MinncsotJ Vikings. He was fon.•cd tu re-tire in 1964 ttftcr sutlCnng a brarn 
inJUl)' dur,og :t tackk ma tr:unang, camp scrimmage He h:id 13 career interception~. 

A first cousin ofOVJ\C Hall of famcr l)aon~ Abr:1mowicz. he passed away in 1997. 

William 'Catfish' Hearst (1950s Athlete) 

William "Catfis/1" Hearst (Wellshuri; High School. Class of 19591.Tht 
lir,;c sprinter in the Ohio Valle~ and W. Va. to l>reak Ihc 50-scconJ barrier 
at +40 yard,. he was dominant at 1he quarter mile , which he J,dn't stan 
running until his junior ..,cason. and 2:!0 yards while also competith,~ in 
the 100 and long jump. 

As a ~nmr. he w.i:-. unbeaten in the -140 wi1h \\..'fos a, the W.Va. Rcc.ional 
~rnd slottc mccts--a repc:at tCltc-th<.! on~<h1ss OVAC meet ,.,.hl!-rc he 
v.as top scori:r. the Ilclloire, Tomnln. \\lellshu'l,! and Mansfield Relay,. 
,ind WJS one of onl\ two Ohm V.tllc\ athlete, 10 l!\'Ct win an lnd1\-i<.lual 
C\'Cnl ~lt 1hc mo:-.L p"rcst1g.1ous M1dw~sl 11hil~1tinnul meet. His 49.6 mark 
at Bellaire was the firsI Ohio V«llcy sub-SO-second clocking. and he Iime and all-lime best 
49.1 .it 1hc Vv' Vo rC!,!hlllJl mc-:l. Al the onc-cla...,s state meet. he rcp.:-~·.Lcd a.:. 440 champion 
with a r~c.:ord ..t9.S mark and ahll w1.m the 220 with a record-lying. 11 I time. As a junior. he 
won th\!' !-tatt 4J0 tn 50.05 ~e1..ond,. 

He u.-as hish scorer at the Bellajn: Relays c:vent foaturing mhlch:, from thr\!"c ~t:11c:s :lnd 
woo b} a Paul Wart1eld-led Warren Hartling teom. Hearst won 1he 100 (ID.OJ. was second in 
1hc 1'.'.0 and won lhc 4.j() (.!9.61 with two meet records. 

A two-lime All-\lalley Trnck honoree at 100. 220 and 440. the Wellsburg Expre,s was 
s.c:lccted capt;1ln as u S(!Oior an<l notc<l ~~ ··tht: gn:atc:,t quanl.!r•milcr pro<luc.:e<l in thc:-.c pan,:·. 

HearsI also was a four-year football :iod three-year basketball player and competed in 1hc 
195'1 W.Va.-Ohm AII-StJr football game won by W.V:t .. 7-6. 

He :111eodcd W. V:1. Slate and also served in Ihe t:.S. Army during !he Vic1nam War. Mier 
recurnmg home. he w:is a long-time coach of1he Ohio Valley Track Cluh.,1 certified lrack 
oflie1al and helped coach at Bethany College. An :mnual Mcnmrial Scholarship m hi, name 
ts pn:sc:n1ed c:ac.:h y<:-ar at Bro1.1k..:- Hlgh. 

Hearst pa.-..:-cd ~1way m :!00:!. 

Roger Alford (l960sAthlete) 
Roger Alford [Wmtcrsvlilc High S,·hool. Cl:Lss of 19621. He wa, • 

racial pIont.~r at \Vest V1rg1111a l.:ni\,·ers1t~ and lhc Soothcm Conference 
after a Ihree-spor1 career at old Wintersville High. 

,\[ford competed o f1k>tl>all. baskcthall and track for 1he Gulden 
Wamors and "a.s labeled b> Hall of Fame coach Bob Kenlev.cll a.s ··one 
or the two best football playe" I coached"' along with OVAC Hall of 
Farner Alan Jack. who later starred at Ohio State Uoiversitv. 

In football. the 5-foot-10. 225-pound lacklc was ;\II-OV,\C Clas, 
,\,\. ,\II, \ ~llcv "flig School" first team. and All-Eastern Ohio 11rsl learn 
.:ill-clas!'- sclcclion. 

Th~ Mo111uainccrs hrokc 1hc ··color barrier•· in 196:! wh\!n thev rccrui1cU Alfurd and 
rul1h-aL·k Did. ~flnd~e of Hinton. \\.'.Va .. the tir,t Africa.11-Amc(j.._~~n, co Wl!:lr a WVU 
fuothall uniform. After playing on the freshman team. ,\lford lcncrcd three varsity season, 
and started Ihe last two as an offensive ~uard. He was named lt> lhe I 960-69 All-Decade 
T"am at WVU. • 

In 1999. he wa, inducted po,tumously into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. 
He was the fourth Alford brother 10 attend colle~c and play football. His hrother Bob co­

captained the K~ot St~•h.!" l~am in J<,6f. Rog~r c.lrnc<l four dcgn:~, from WVU. ,:omplc1ing 
his studies for bachdor·-s. mastc.:r·s. phy<.ica.l therapy and dc:nrnl degrees. He was a de-ntisI ln 
DeIroiI when he died in 1996. 

Alford w:1s a ~tarter in at least three memorable WVU c.amcs - the- 6.l--4K win over Pitt Cn 
I 965: the 28-27 11p,e1 win over No. 9 Syracuse in I 9M: and the I 96-1 indoor Lih<ny Bowl 
game \-'S. u,~,h in Atlamk City. 

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athlete) 
Dick Tomlinson (Whee Ing High S.:hool. Class of 1%1). He was a 

6~1oot•5~ 1 (0 .. puund thrcc .. ~port M~mdout who""''~ a rnr~ two-year ·•Big·· 
,111-dass, nrsI team All-State haskcth:>11 honoree: .,,ate and OVAC track 
,tar w11h rare combiomion (shol put champion and top placer in JOO-yard 
.,pr,ml ; and foo!hall 4unncrhack. He camed a haskcthall scholar.-hip to 
th1..' l.mhersay of norrd~ ::::nd set a ~..:hool game point rcC4.ll'd. 
Al old Wheehng H111h. he ~nmpcted in husketbilll. fol)lh:ill and trnck for 
three y~ar~ 3.nd al!i.t) golf as a s.~nior. 
In baskelball. besides beme a two-lime "Bie"' all-dass and Class AAA 
a.11 .. ,tater. he was twice c:iPt..1in uf hoth thc-OVAC largc"t Cla,:-. ,\A,\ 
and the five-scho<>l ,\II-C1Iy honor rolls. He averaged ~3 points a g.ime both:« a junior and 
senior- the cop m:irks m 1he dIy and OVAC Cla" ,\AA. A, a senior :ind Icam capwin. he Jed 
the \Vildcat~ lo s~t:"l;on:il and rcgi()nal title~ and inlo th..-: ~tatc toumamcnt b~fore flowing to 
Bccklcv Woodrow Wilsnn in 1hc Cla~s Ai\A ,cmifini.l(,. He c:tmcd AJl-lbumam.:nt honors. 
lo ,rach. lhe ,enior lcam captain won Ihc ,tatc one-class shot put (51-4 I !) and pl:iced 4th ,n 
the I 00-yard dash. He wa, second in the ,hot put a., a Junior. 
Toruljnson w4, All-Valk)- hoth in sprinis and weights. At th1..~ OVAC mc'-~t. hc won 1hc 'ihrn 
put (5I-S 3'8 t and placed second in 1he I 00 and third al 220 vards. 
In football. the rangy qu:irtcrback w:is team ..:o-'-·~1plaln and le.am MVP ai. a senior. H~ l.!'amc<l 
AU-Cily twn ye.lr, and was selected ..:-aptain a-; a M::nior. H<.! rated mention on chc AII-OVAC 
and .AJI .. Statc Class AAA two y1.~ars. As a ,liicnior. ht' led lhe Wil<lc:its to Ihcir fourth :,r,:Iraigh1 
City llllc and 6-) .. I rc<:urd including an I 8- J.J up~t of C\-'Cntoal swtc Cl::is:-. ,\A,\ champion 
Weir. Ihe 0111~ loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of 
Fanter Bob Kcllcv. 
Al the Um,er<ll}. of Honda. after playing on the freshman baskc1ball team. he started 1hri.:e 
,,;m.it) :-;c.i,on, and ph:lyet.J In 72 gaml!s with 863 points and 519 n:bounJs while shooting 
-19.2~ from the Hoor and 7~."11J• :tl the fo1c. 
As a JUnior. h~ set Gator ~chool records with -14 points including [C) goals in .i win over 
Tampa. The J4-point~ currently ranks No. 2 all-time in ... chool hl,tor')', t\~ a ,.._..nt<.1r. h1.~ .:iscr­
agcd 12.9 points Qttd 7.l rebounds. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Gary Repella (1970s Athlete) 

Gary Re~/Ja (Srcub.:nville High School. CJ;i" of 1970). He cnjoy,d 
stellar careers m bask<tball. ba..,ball and football for the Bi~ Red. 

It was m houps tha1 led to a collec,ate scholarship as Ohio Stare 
coachini; legend l'n:d Taylor inked the i:ilcntcd 6-3 guard. one vcar after 
landin£ St. John Cen1ral star Allan Hornvak. • 

Rcpclla helped lead Srcuhcnville to ; 23-1 mark as a ,cnior a, Big 
Red. under Hall of Fame Coach Chu,·k Wall, claimed the OVAC Class 
AA.\_ champ1onsh1p. He .,vcragcd 18.1 points J>'r game m be.·ommg 
the d1,tnc1 player-of-the-year "hllc h<!ing namcd lirst-Jcam AII-OhlCl. 

ReJ>'lla was a two-time All-Valley "Blj! School" and AIJ-OVAC honoree. He scored m 
douhlc figures m C\ocry game a, a ,.:mur for the wdl-balanccd Bi1.t Red. He a,·i,:rac.c<l 15 
points J"-'r game as a junior. • • 

He wJ:- al"lo a gem on the diamond. st..it1JO!! for thl\.~ :-cason~. ·1nc shck-fo:tdmc second bm,c­
man hclJ>'d Steuhs:nvilk "In lhe OV-'\C mle 

0

in his senior season of I %S wi1h a i~-7-1 mark. 
In his final ca'!'paign. he hatted .357 on the stren~th of 35 hits while being named first­

learn ,\11-Valrc). fh..:-rc wa~ no All-0\'AC team at that tim«:. 
_ Repell~ was sclec1ed to play in 1he Ohio All-Star Game in Columbus. which also signi­

llcd ,\II-State honors. He was al,o a key perfunner for 1hc Stcubennlle Legion team o.·hu;h 
cam~d a hcnh m the ~talc.! tournament 111 Athcn~. 

Rq,clla wa, a two-ye,ir s1aner m football at Steuben, die. As a ,enior. he Jin:cted the 
;groun<l-oricntcd Big RcJ 10 a 7 .. ~ .. J ~cord. tying pt.1~·¢rhou~c Ma:-.-.illon. He 1,,;ompkrcd 
30-of-64 passe, for 517 , ards and fo·e TDs that fall. 

AfLc;r graJuaung fn..>0t
0

S1cutx:n\'drc Htgh. R..:pclla look hl .. ...-crsatil..:.- ta.11:nls tu Columhu, 
t,> pla~ hasketball at OSI.:. 

The NCAA had a rule m_ place prohibiting freshmen to play on the: varsity ,;qo~1d. but 
Repella made the mo<t of h" tune with the Buckeyes fm,h. leadmg the 1eam with a 19.2 
~t·onng av,:rai;c:. A ba~k JnJUI) slowed his sophomore camp;ugn when he !r-larted 1wo games 
and played m 15. He talhcd 10 pmnh 1n h1,s first Mart thm sca~nn ag~llnst Bu1kr. A~ a junior. 
he served as a backup to Homyak. a three-time first-team AII-B,g Ten honoree. 

RcpeU,t bccaml! a full•tim,: starter :ts a sl.!nior. and he wa, ~l.!~ond on the team wilh 59 
assi<ts while a\'erag,ng 7.6 po,nrs a game. v.ith a high game of 19 points. He played in 23 
of 2--1 games and ,1artcU (9 a~ ;1 1wo-g.u3rd. 

HI.'.' '.'lttll rc!t.ufo, in S1cuhcn\.11lc. ,i:,n mg. th.; dty for man) year,,,. as la\lo- director. Ht, daugh• 
ler. Liz. was a 2.000-poml hoop scorer for Big Red before >1arring al WVU. 

Chris Jones (1980s Athlete> 
Chris Jonts (John Marshall High S,·hool. Class of 1982). Bob 

Montyomcry ha~ authored a legen<lat)· career as the longttmt: h¢:1d ba~e­
ball coach at John Marshall. In his four-plus decades at the Monarch helm. 
he ha~ garnered nc:arlv 900 win::-. !)O when he ,:1v~ Chri!-> Jones is the .. hc~t ' 
high school player I've cuachc-d." ii has impact: The talented richthander. 
who also ! ielded a potent bar. has 1he stats to back up that sta1entent. 

In hi, three yc:tr" on lhc Mon:m..~h~ • mound. Jone~ recorded an am:ving 
30-1 pllchmg mark. Two of his sethack, were shutouc defeats. He helped 
JM capture thn:e ,ucccs"" OVAC 4 ,\ 11tlcs 11980-82, while compilmi,, a 
bnlhan1 S4-l5-• record. 

Jones started his JM career on !I high 1101e. compiling a 9.0 puchmg. marl-.. as a ~ophomote 
as Montg.omer) \ charge, Y.0'l ::an cmazmg ll or 11 start, Jone.""'°'·' accorUed ~ccond-tc,,m 
oil-Valle~·, honors th .. t spnng. 

He rni,;,,c<l hi-. k·\d of pl~~ even rii.orc .~,.;,Junior. daz1I Ing both a~ ,l hurter an<l ,1 hmcr JS JM 
cump1kd • stdl~r 2~-4 mark ,\t the pla1e. Jones led the valle) "'lh il srtokmg .500 baning 
ave,.~~.: , l:!Oln_g 46-of 9~ \\ i lh e1, hl doubles :r-.1.\ tnplc~. lhrec hom~rs and l I RB( \\-hjfe ~or• 
in~ 26 run~. r\'!-. ..i1 pitcher. he won ~O of 11 dcc1,;:10n~. !'ttnkmg out C:?2 1n ?8 mnin,•s 1.•f work. 
He had ~ ntJOJscuk 1.62 ERA wh,le "alkmg Jost 31 batters. He earned first -ieam. all-Slate. 
• ,II \'dllc, and :,11-O\';\C plaud1h that ,pnng. 

Jones w~, JUSI .o., dom1nat 1111. :i, ~ semor. helping JM garner a 28-9-1 record He muck our 
I 71 h, tt.:r, in 97 ,nn,n~, of wor~. He wa, 11-2 on the mound with a 1.61 ERA He h;iued W, 
"''h .u h11s and on Ohio Vi lle~•lc. dmg eight home rons. He knocked in 31 run, and scored 32 
more. He t>ln,ted six trip'<> and mo Joubles Hew~, named co-captam of 1he nil• Vnlle) team 
wht c !11!-o being named fir.,;1 .. 1..:am aU-Wi!:r-.t Virginia. all-OVAC an<l all-Mountaine.:r Ll.'.'aguc. 

Jones aJ,o sparkled on the gridiron as a senior. earning honorable mention all-OVAC honors 
•. , a defensive ba..;k. 

The Ohm Stale IJ~n crs1t) w,,n the recru1tm£ battle for the talented Monarch Jnnes was 
m the Buckeye~ · ~1.1rtmg rotat1J.n a~ a sophomore and junior. going 8·8 \1.:i1h 134 strikl!outs , 
The Toronto Blue Jays drafted hirn m the fourth round after his JUmor year He pnchcd ,evens 
~asons m the nunors. reachm~ the: Class AAA level. 

Scot Maffe (1980s Athlete) 
Scot Maff~ <Bellaire High School, Class of 1985). Be it football. bas­

ketball or ha,cball. Maffc dcll'cred in qualit} fashion for the Bog Red,_ 
Although equally producuve in all three spom. baseball "as his linch• 

pin, \floe hts ,rellar Big Red,· diamond career. he m,.tnculated to Ohio 
University when: he played hasehall lhree years for the Athens-based 
Bobl:ats. kttcnng twCl'e. 

Mane wa" a four.year lcucrwmncr m hasc:ball :it Bcll.:i1rc. carninc a 
"'! riad of honors after establishing a host uf school records. When 'he 
completed hh. Big Reds· ,:arccr. he owned lhc following. ha,eball record~: 
sca,on at-hats Cl05l. career singles (85). doubks in a game (3). triple, 
in a gJmc ('.!). Rill in a game 16). c:ircer runs (95). stolen bases in a game (4), season n,) 
3nd career 155): mnmgs pitched ~ason (761. career (20::!.) and puchmg wms sea~on (11.l. 
career (261. 

He wa, d liN-tcam all-OVAC . .ill-Di,1nc1 and all-Valle~ honoree ,n all three ,ports a, a 
senior He ""' also selected to pla) mall 1hree OVAC All-Siar games. 

Maffe was a two-year starter ill quarterba<.:k for Coa<.:h John Magis1ro m football. He was 
sp<<:1al mentmn all-Oh,o as a ,emor along" ith first team all-Easiern Dismc, and all-OVAC 
He wM, also 1hc Bis Rc<ls· cuptarn. 

Maffc ":l> J ,lie~ and sany point guard for Coach Gene Ammirantc on the hardwood. 
earning honorable men11on all-OV,\C as a JUn,or and first 1eam honors as a scn,or. 

f"hc thn:c:-ycar hoop h:ttcrwmncr w,b ~ ,ccon<l-tcam all-Valley honoree a" a Junior. He 
cnJoyed a banner senior campaign. eamin~ first-team all-OVAC. all-Dl'itrict and all-Valle\ 
honors "·hilc also bdn~ a special mi!'nllon -all•Ohm honoree. # 

Jami Bendle (1990s Athlete) 
Jami Btn~ (Edison High School. Cla-< of 1994). Th" forma 

Wildcat ace was absolutely donunant m the pnching c rcle throughout 
her prep :ind collegiate careers. 

Her pitching <tats were simpl} mind-boggling. Bendle fimshcd wuh 
an 86-14 career record. which o.Js an Ohio Vall,- record at the time of 
her _grddualion. She worked ti49 1nn1ngs, "h1lc recording 780 strikeouts 
asainst iust 150 cam:r v,alks. She allowed onl) 257 hns , Those suits 
ccrt,unly weren't hollow ci1her. '" th9 translated to three OV•\C lllb. 
three secuonal crowns. three distnct titles and a pair of tr ps to the Ohio 
Stale Tournamc!nl. 

A:r-. a senior. whic.:h wa~ the fin,I year of the f-~U,~on 1 oc:il con~olidat1on. Rendle·.., work in 
1he c1rde helped the Wildcats reach the DJ\ is on I regional tournament "uh ~ 29-() record 
She delcatcd Lppcr Arlington. while thro" mg a no-hJUcr. ·n the semifinals Their qw,t for 
relum tr,p to sime came up shon again<I Wcslcr"ille South. 
. During her junior ~ca.son. Bendle guided Ed1!t.on South lo the D1v1 ... 1on II state fin, i \\'hen: 
11 fell. 6-1. to Tallmadge. A, a sophomore. Edison South ad,·anccd 10 the s1a1e semifinal< 
heh ind Bendle, rig~t arm before fall111g to LaGrange Keysione. 4-~-

Bi:ndlc- s :tccomph~hmcnt:-,, d1dn·t go unnollc~d. She w,a!,; named all-OVAC four Limes .. tnd 
twice ~a med conference player of the- year S ht- w ;1." twice n .. . med to the first-•team all-Oh10 
,quad and once to 1he ,..,cond-1eam all-stale unn. She s.as ;1 four-time all-fa,tem District pick 
:i.nd four-year member of the all River Valle) League team. 

Bendle·, prep prom me nee e;irned her the right 10 pu<.:h ct the Dh is1on I level She .mended 
f!as1 Carolina Un1vcrs1l)-. helping the Pirate" to u:rn hrcc con-.c'-·utl"c Btc South t tlcs She 
was first-team all-Big South as a jumor and second-1eam ,s a .senior. • 

While earning four lcltcrs at ECU . Bendle kd the team m \.\otn-. and ~•nkcouh ror three 
s1raig_ht seasons .. S_he had 27 >ictones m 1997 and also had 32 complete ~ames that season. 
She lmishcd at ECU r•nked second m school h1s1ory m games pitched ( IJ61.game, stanc-d 
( I ISJ. complele games (92). innings pi1ched (755). strikeouts (3281. wins 79) and shutout> 
(27J. She compiled a 1.86 earned run average. which ranked fourth m school h1stor... Also 
a standoul in the da,sroom. fkndlc earned Academic AII-Amrncan di,rncr honors ,ri 1998. 

Mike Snively (1990s Athlete) 
Mike Snively (River High School. Class of I 9921 There wasn't a sport 

or season where 1h" former Pilot didn't leave a l.1s11ng mark a, he e;crned 
alJ .. ,;;1ace ~Catus in 1hrce .1:;pons. 

Playing for his fa1her and fellow OVAC Hall of Farner. Teri)·, m foot­
ball. Snively tim,hcd h,s career w,th 5 .192 vards and 43 touchdowns As 
a semor. he threw for 2.153 of those }llrdsand 16 touchdowns. He also 
handled the kicking and punting dut1e,. postln!! 11 Piffs and a punung 
average of 36.3 yards. 

During hi, junior season. he passed for 1.639 ~ Jrds and 11 touch­
downs. He also had 3] tackles from his safety spo1 th:U sca,on. 

During his career. Snively was named ti~t-tcam :Ill-Ohio as a senior and second-team a, 
a iumor He was al,o first-team all-OVAC. all-Eastern l)i,1rict and all-Vallcv. He wa, also 
an alJ•d 1strn,:t pLck as .1 ~ophomore U!i wdl. • 

Sn"el} played m the OVAC All-Star Game where he wa< voled a team ,·aplilin. 
When the o.1ntcr rolled around. Snivel~· didn't slow down. On the haske1ball court. he 

scored 1.4 I 5 pomts .,nd knocked down i I 4 career rhrce-poin1 goals. which was an Ohio 
Vcl.11~> rci..·ord when he graduat1.~d. A:r-. ~ '-i!nior. Snivcty led thl! Ohio Valli:v with 74 thrcl!­
poml goals He scored 514 pomts during his senior season en route to third-team all-Ohio. 
lirsi-te;cm all-E;1S1cm Distnc1 all-Valley. all-Distric1 12 and :ill-OVAC co-c:iptainC\·. 

~s n Junior. Snt\'c)y poured m 22.4 points a. contesc lo go along with 7.1 rcbourids. thr~t! 
:lSM"-~S and ~.J ~,eals. He connc..:tt<l on 7 J thrc-e-polnl goals that seai-on c!n route to honorable 
mcnuon all-Ohm. first-team all-Eastern Dis1rict. all-OVAC and all-Vallcv . 

As " sophomore. Smvel) scored 17 .9 points a game and had an outing· where he knocked 
in JO honu, go.ib. which 1s !il1II a River High record. 

In the spnng. SnJ\'cly shined at shortstop and pitcher for 1he Pilots. He finished his career 
"s .!. , ,-, h111cr wuh 91 hus. 64 RBI :m<l seven home nin,. ,\s a s.:nior. Snivel\' bnttcd .617. 
which "as ~n OVAC record at the 11me. He pos1ed a 5-1 record on the mound v.1th a 1.63 
earned run U\'erage. He SI ruck uut 30 and walked IO m 51 mnmp of work . 

Snivclv wil:-. :a fi~t•lc:am all•slalc ,c(ccuon as a scnIot and pla)cd in the pre~, g1ou, 
Mizuno All Star Game. He was the OVi\C Class 3A Pl,t)er of 1he Year along with nil-East• 
em Dis1ncr. :tll• V:illei ,mu .. II EOBL. He batted .-109 •" ~ iumor was ,111-OVAC. oil-Eastern 
Dmric1 and all-EOllL. 

After h" prep career. Snivel} attended Glcn.,lle State College to pld) football and ba,­
kctball. He later coached al Glcn,-,ll~ .,nd wa, the 11llcr,m head ba,kcthall coach cl Bluefield 
State College "here he was the youngest head coach in 1he NC,\A nt 24 vears old. He also 
..::oachcd women·-. haskc1ball \\'Omen ·s tenm~ and softhall al Bfucfidd. • 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Nate Davis (Athlete. 2000s) 

,\'ate Daeis (Bellain: High School. Cla.s of2006) •· II didn·t m'1tter the 
<ti port or "-Ca~on becau~c 1hl" f01mcr Big Rec.ls· ~tandouL just ~ol il <lon'I.!'. 

A fuur•yc::ir letterman in ha.~kclbal I and a thrce•year kucrman in foot­
ball. Davi, re-wrote 1hc Big Reds record books in boch ,pons. 

A, a baskcchall player. Davis did ii both on lhe in.~ide and outside for 
Gene Ammirante's ceam.Afler helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA 
Divi,ion Ill Slate Tournament in 2004. Da,·i, kd chc Big Reds ha,k 10 the 
re_£ional tn :'.!005 and 10 an undefeat~d regular ~ason in 1006. 

He tini,hcd his prep ,areer wi1h 2.562 poonl>, whi,h ranks ninth in 
Ohio h1.,1()rv. D:l\ 1s did much mon.: than score the hall. however. as he 
also grabbed 1.175 rebounds. whi<·h ranks sevenlh on the Buckeye Sca1e. and he pass.:d out 
more than ="00 a:,;.,1s1s. 

Durin.g h,~ ,en1or <.:~mpa1~n. Da\'1s averaged 3~.9 pointli. a contc~t en mute to fir..t-team 
Jlt-OhLo ,1n·oladcs. He \l.ih ~l finJlist for Mr. BaskcttJ..111 ;m<l wa,s the Ea••.tl!n'I D1stnct, 01stnr.:1 
12 and OVAC Class JA player of chc year. He cook pan III ho1h the Oh,o l\orth-Soulh and 
Oh,o-Kcntuck~ ,\II-Scar gJmes. 

On th-.:- ll)Luball field. D:t\·j.., ,vas JU,t J:,,. 1mpn.:ss1vc for Coil<."h John Mag1,tro\, le.am. 
In h , career. Dav,s completed 454-of-925 passes fi.>r 7 J~5 y.ir'ds Jnd ~ I touchdowns. As 

~ ,ophomorc. Davi~ guided th-=- tt1g Red~ to thi.:- Dw1s10n !V :o;tJ.ll! scmirin~tls. thn_," ing for 
1.196} aro~ and :?2 touchdo"" ns. 

The Big Red, recumc<l to lhc ,tale s.:milinals on 2005 when l):,vc< passed for 2.740 y,rd, 
and l5 louchdowns 

Dav,., w.i:r- Ohio's Division IV Oflensn.-e Phlytr of lhc: Year as a sl!nior. H~ was a firM•team 
.i.11-0hwan ,l~ 01\lh ~ junior and senior and caml!d ~<.'<JOd-tc:101 accolacles a~ a ... ophumorc. 
He""' first-team all-O\'AC clin.-s, limes and to,>k port in hoth the Ohio Konh-South and 
OVAC AIi-Star _gillllCS. 

Along wich his foochall and baskechall pmwess. Davis also lctte1,:d in basehall. He helped 
lead 1he Big Reds to ch~ regional champ,onsh1p ,n 2003 when he was the club's every <ljy 
catcha. 

,\s n stmor, Da\J~ wcm out f(lf track and won the OVAC d1~cu~ title: w11h a toss of )40 
fc .. 9 on 

Dav" inked a scholarship 10 Ball Seate University and "'"" chc starung quar1erhack joh as 
,l true frcshnMn. r\lJ loh.!. he S)X'Ot 1hrcc seasons us 1hc Cunlinah· ~tarting quartcrba~k lxfon: 
.lnnouncing. he· d fon:go his senior season to enter th'-~ N rl . Draft 

At Ball State, Da\'ls passed for 9.233 yard, and 74 couchdowns.He was Jljnted the Mid 
Amcric~m Conr..:rcnc..:\. Off~ns "·c Pla>·cr of 1hc Year in 100X J.nd a lir~l•tc.:tm 31(.MAC 
1ekction. He wa~ a finalise for che Mannin~ Award and also che Ball State team MVI' hoth 
a~ :i !-.Ophomon: and Junior. .. 

A, a junior. h~ led the Cardinal, to a 12.(J ,,:cord and be11h in the MAC Championship 
Game 

Arter l)pting to enter che draft. Davi, was ,elcct.,d in the fifth round by the San Fr.mciscn 
49ers. He made rhc team as a. rooki~. H~ was reh:a..,cd and Jatcr ~igni:d to the team ·s pcilCI ice 
,quad in 2010. He also signcd conlr.i,·ts wilh lhc Colt, and Scahawks. buc h:ts spent thc last 
\-1.!VCt'al sca,ons m ~fl i"door lca£UC in 1exa.,. playing. for the Amarillo Venom. 

Davis becomes 1hc second member of his fomily to reach the Hall of Fame. His brother. 
Jo~c. wo. ... inductee.I Cn 2007. 

Class 
of 

2018 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

April Rotilio (Athlete • 2000s) 
,\pril Rotilio. St. John CentrjJ !Class of 20061 - Speed was the name 

of the £_amc for this fom1cr l...ldy lri~h tr:.ll·k ~\nd n~lt.l st~rndout. 
Rotilio is one ofchc area·, mosc decoraced track and field com)"'titors. 

having ,:ompilt..-<l a whoppin~ 12 medals as lhe OHS/\,\ state mc~t. 
The premier t!'\'tnt in Rotitio'~ carc~r wa~ 1hc ➔00 mctt!'r da.<ih. She 

pla1..•¢tl four tim.:!- at the stale meet. inclu<ling ,.:aming gold a~ hulh a 
junior JmJ senior. As a M.:nior. she needed 3 furluus kick in the final 
100 me1ers to win the title in a school-record cime of 56.09. Along with 
the 1wo golds. Rotilio ~d~o cam~d a -..ih.·l!r in the lap d;;1sh in 100"" and a 
fourth place 111 2003. 

Her SJ"'Cd was hm1tcd 10 the -100. however. She was twice a bronze medali,1 in che 100 
mcl~r <lash und once a Oron;,c mcdalh,1 in the 200. She hridlv own~d the- Divbion 111 ,u1t1..' 
record ,n the 200 meter dash when ,he won the OVAC title in 24.87. She own, the SJC 
?\!'cord ( 12.l 2) 111 the HXl mch:rs. too. 

Rot1l10 ·s third r.tate <Uh! '-ame ,._.·hen ~he ::mchorcd the 4x2 1cam in ~006. 
Along "'uh hl!r state prowc~~- Ro1ilio set 1hc rc!!ional n:conJ in the 400 mct.:r dash and 

also won 11 0\AC event udc~ us she led her t,:am~ to four cons~cutivc confer~lli."C cham­
pionship,. The Lady lmh tm,shed a, Divi,iun Ill state runncrup twice during her ,·are.:r. 

Along. wilh the outdoor succcs~ slll! enjoyed. Rmilio wa,;; the 400 meter indt,or s1;-,1c run­
nerup on 2006. 

Ancr her prep career. Rutilio competed at West Virginli, University. earning all-Amcrkan 
honor~ tVi ice durmg the mdoor camp:.ign. 

She w~1s a member of 1hc: M(nmmincer, • Di,t;incc Mcdlcv Rd~v. whii.:h :11:hicvcc.l the 
honor a1 1hc nationals ::i.Jong with a ""x..t team that ~cored in lh~ NC Ar\ Champion~hip :\.feet . 

As an individu.il "'ith che Mountaineers. Rocilio scill owns a pair of sch,101 records. She 
.scl th..: mdoor and outdoor 400 meter d:1sh tx-nchm:trk, in 5-4.29 and 5"!..71. r~spc..:ti\'dy. 

Rotilio ab,o ~arned Acadi.:-mi1..' All-American honor.,; durin~ h1.!'r can:<:r in Morgantown. 
Before concentraung fully on lrack ac St. John, Roulio lettered 1w1ee m baskecball 

Earl Haberfield (OVAC 'Contributor') 
Earl Habcrfteld (Wheeling Ccmral Cacholi,· High School. Class of 

1954). He originated the OVAC !!:t,kccball Classk' - 1hc Ohio"· Wc,t 
Virginia all-scar game now called 1he OVAC Samuel A. Mum Icy All-Sta,· 
Baske1ball Classic - serving as the game din:ccor for the tirst fh·e years of 
the C\'Cnl and as an .ict1"·c co1nmi1tcc mcmhcr for sc\•cral yl.!ar~. 

He was the flrM recipient of 1hc Co:K~hes A\.\·Jrd presented nt thm gnn,~ 
in 1984 an award renamed in hi, honor a, 1hc OVi\C E:lrl Habcrficld 
O>achcs A"·ard. 

Habcrtielu·, coaching carccr included several "ops - boch in,i<lc and 
out~idc th,c OVAC - and concluded wilh 3S2 c-:m:cr victork,. 

He c<.x1ched nine ve~1rs at hi~ ctlma mater - \Vheetin~ Ctn1rnJ wioninl! the: \V. Va. Cl:is!i 
AA Catholi, Championships. In )963. lhc Maroon Knigh1s were undcfeat;;J: ranked .-o. I in 
the all-division W, Va, Seater.inkings and we,.., the OVAC AAA champions. 

Hat.:rlidd coached two years al Bishop Don:1huc. lc:1ding the Bi,hop, to the 196') W. 
Va . Class A Ca1hohc Championship: three year, at Warren 1-<.>cal High. named rri-\jllc} 
Conference Coach of the Ycjr in 1970: one year m Crooksville. leading the Ceramics 10 1he 
Ohio Cla~., A Regional. fi\'c yl.!ars at \Vinlcn,vilk. ~nginccring a tchuilding. of thou progran1~ 
and two years at Meadowbn..)(>k. lcadin~ the Coll~ lo their fl,¢.;.( two-yt!ar won/loss rec~ud up 
to 1ha1 point. 

1----------------------------------1 Outside the OVAC. he coached ac Vanlue and Amhcrsl Marion S1cclc. 

Ron White (OVAC 'Family') 
Ron White (Springfidd Local H,gh School. Class of I 9661. ,\ member of 
the OV,\C t-:S~ccutivc Boat<l for m;my y~;.irs. his .. baby·· for 2.3 year.-. was 
one.~ of 1hc ...-onrcrl!nce shl)wi:a~ cvc111s - Lhc OVAC Banquet of Champions. 

White served as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more 
1hc.1n 700 a1tcndccs honoring 75 championship team-;., 50 ,1..·hol:tr~hip win­
nc:rs an<l 1hc: confc:n:nce C()a"h of the: year presentacion. 

While is alM) an intc~ral pan of th.! <.:onl"ercm;c io h<-t-..kc:tball. serving as 
tll<:' a.<.sistanl haskc:-tbafl commi'ls1oncr for nine year.. and 1hen bdng named 
the succc!l-:,,.or IO lhc late John Howell ~ts b:1~kc1h(l]I c.:ommissio~r bc~inning 
with the 2016-17 school year. He\ also spcn1 many years on 1he O\AC Rudy 
Mumlev All•SW.r Football Game Comminee. 

He ":a, a memhcr of the Ohio Vallci 8u:1rd of Approved 8a,kc1hall Offkial,. working on 
the couns m both Ohm and \Vest Vir!?.inia for 30 vcars. He officiat<:d five s1a1c 1ourna.m~m\ tn 
Wc!,t Virginia tlOd drew seven rci;.ion;,1 assignmctits in Ohio. 

\Vhitl! is a]1:;o a wdt•J'l!..,pccted track offic1:i.l. ~o;:!n:mg primarH)' as a startt"r and workio,g at 
both che high school (Ohm and West Virginia) and collegiate le"els (MEC and PSAC). He 
rece,vcd the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Traci. Servccc ,\wartl in '.!(Xl9. A 1971 ~raduate nf 
\\'est Liben\ St:m~ Collccc who later obtained his master·s dtf!ree fn,m We:r-t Vir-..?r'iua Un,,·er­
"-U"· he, \\:l~~an cdu('atorr:'11hlcllL" d1rc<.:1Urrco:1ch 10th~ Buckcv~ Local S,·hool D1s'irk't .md "'a~ 
responsible for ,ta11ing the 1rack pro¥ram ac old Buckeye Souch High School 

\\hat~. who spc:-nt I"" years in lhc Ohm ~auon:tl Guard and now res1dc.s m \Vheeling. J~ at.so 
onn,lvcd wuh 1hc \\csl V,rgmm "Super Si, .. stale foo1hall ,ham111un,h1ps. 

He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Basketball Coache, ,\,sociaton All-Star Game in 
1978 and "'rv.-d as the prcsidcnl of Di,trict 5 thal year. 

Haberticld wa< awarded che Touchdown Club of Morgantown Ccnifirnte of Merit in 1963. ·l>l 
:in(! '69 for <.:on1rihu1ion~ ll) WcsL Virginia iJLhlcti<:!\: wa., given hunor..ar) mcrnbc~hi[)'i lo lhc Ohio 
Distric1 Ba.\ketball Clxtches As:\ociutionc.,; in Oist.r1t:1s J. 5 and I:!: rct"Civ~d on OVAC C~ni1ic:u.~ of 
Re.ognition for Exempl:Lry Scrv1<" ,n I 9H2; n."<:ei,·ed th.: t.:ppcr Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club or 
the Up1>-!r Ohio Volfcy"~ Award for Oubtanding Achievement in (99J; and "·a., a charter mcmher 
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fame in ~017. 

H'1bcrlicld gmdua1ed from West Liberty Seate College in 1958 and was inducted into the 
West Lihcrl) Achletic Hall of Fame in 1996. A U.S. Navy veteran of the Korean War. he 
pa'.'>~d away in ~007. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Simonson (Media) 

John Simonson (Bealls"ille High School. CIJss of 19661. A mult1-
mc<l1a \-Ctcran. he h~1s "'orki:<l mote th.in three dc-<.·.:dc.., m boch rmho .md 
television co,ering footl>all and lxlys basketball games as ~ play-h}-play 
announcer in the OV,\C. 

Simon~on is well-known for hi~ l"C~~ch aod prep v.ork regarding athl..:t~s 
and coaches poior 10 !he broodca.sts. compiling results. sene< re,-ol'lls. coach­
ing n:cord~. player ~tafr .. tics and other notcwortt-y infom,aLion. 

Known a, the "Ohio Valley Spons Doctor'·. Simonson ha, ser-ed . s an 
analyst for the WTOV TV9 "Game of the We-ck" and c,,nt,.;bu1e, to thno 
station's high school football "playoff watch··. 

He also h:id a w,-ckly spons talk ,how for 22 year,. ..,r. WWVA r-Jdiu sianiog in lt/8~. While 
there. he eOined the West Virginia Sportscas,cr of the YeOI ao.Oid in 1997. 

Simon,on ha, pr,wided :is,istance o\'er the years tu hoth the OHSAA and WVSS -\C foot­
ball playoff computer rating<' groups. He was a re.:opoent of the East Ohoo Jntcrscholasu.: 
,\thleuc AdmonIStrator's Medi:, Award. 

He prl!vmusly served a., a votmg rncmh~r for the pre•mgiou\ He sman Troph~ 3.nd man~ 
othc:r :w.ard, indudin~ lhc Bear Bryant Coach uf the Year ,,ward~ baskc:thalr~ f\:..iismith and 
Wooden awards: and is an <>ffic,al donor lo the Baseball Hall of Fame on Cooperstown where 
he has a hfcume membership. 

A graduate of \',b~t l.iD:rty Slate Coltcgc. he "~rvcd l'-'•O yi,;ar~ in lhc l !.S. Anny. "'n~ ~ 
teacher a( Wheeling Park High School for 31 years (n:tmng on 20021: ~nd ser.ed on the 
union Local Board of Education. 

Steve Kish, Jr. (OfficiaJs) 
Su~ Kish,Jr. (Bridgeport High School. Clas< of 1965). 
Hi!<- h,t of a~si~nmcnb. during a 40•yt!:ir <.'!tn:er as a wre)i.tllng official 

IS ompressove. headed h) 28 OHSAA State Toumamcnts: five WVSSAC 
State Tournaments :ind 30 OVAC Ron Mauck Wn:stlinc Tournament,. 
He . Isa worked the Med na ln\'itational 28 times and the Walsh Jesuit 
Tournament 20 tomes along with 10 Ohio Junior High School State 
·1oum..1men1-.. 

Among hos ;.o.·Oids. Kosh recei\'ed the prestigious OVAC • Mr. Mat' 
honor in 1989, w,s <d,"ted Ohio Official of the Year in 1997 and !010: 
OVAC Ortocial of the Year m 1997; and West Virginia Offacial of the 
Year in [999. 

He was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 199'): the OHSA!\ 
Ofti"ah HJll of Fame 111 1999: the Medina ln"itation:il Hall of Fame in 200.l: and most 
n:centl} onto the 1'ational \\n:stling Hall of Fame/Ohio Chapter in 201-1. 

Ki~h. who retired a!\ Jn offo.:ml in 20!4 buc n:mains active a~ an OHSAt\ob~rv..:-r.curTCnth.: 
serves a< the coo,·d,nator s•f the OVAC Rudy Mumlcy All-Star Football Game's 10-Year 
Rcunton. 

Kosh graduated tml'!' West Liberty State Collc~e o,ith a bachelor's degree in Secondary 
f.AJu(,,·ation in l970and rece1\<:d :t ma!\ter\<legrc'I!' in :-~condarycdut:arion atlmini!iltnuion from 
Wc<t Virginia UnJ\crsit~ in 1973. 

He retired after 4~ )ears as an educa1or including 36 years as a school admjni!i-trator. He 
taught l-.ngli:,.h from 1969 I f> and ~rvc<l a:-. head wrc:-.tling coach at Manin,; i-:~rry for ,1~ 

1----------------------------------1 year, ( I 970-761. His dual meet record was _\3-16-1 with no losing ,ea.sons and he coached 13 
scctionar 1,;hampions. 10 d1s1nct champions. 15 :-.tatc qualifiers and t'-"·o ~talc placc .. "'·inncrs. 
His teams won the 1970 ,111d ·7J district titles and he was named East District Coach of the 
Year in I 974. 

Jack Berger (Coaches) 
Jaclc Be,rtr (Shadyside High School. Class .,f 1944J He founded 

Sh~ "ide trnck in 19()1 and wa< the .vchotect of the OVAC s ,di time 
ch;.mpionship-winning boy, track pmgoVm, coachons the Tigers to the"r 
lirst ~e,en OVAC titles (all in Class AA jn a (hree-c~ ss formot l ti'oon 
I 968-7-l which ,tarted an OVAC record ,tn:ak of 1l consecutive cham­
pionships extended by his successor and former assistant Tom Vichich. 

He"'·' also a co-founder of the lntcrstati: Track 1..-aguc. guiding Shadyside 
to seven straight league titJes and n ra·ord -'6 consecutive dual mc:,:t victories. 

lkr~cr led Shadv"de to the ,chool ', lirst Ohm Class A Oostroct totle on 
197 1 and to the Shad~sode Rcb ys "o"'n' rn the tirst )ear of the event 
which he helped establish m J</72 and ~ runner-up r ni<h ,n '7J: two Belmont County Re ays 
champmnships and runne~ up fim"hes m the dl~tm;t and res1onal meets. 

He .1lso coachea the Tigers football team from 11/60-69. posung a 56-36-6 record 
Shadysode won the 0 \IAC Class A title on 1963 "Ith a 7- 1-~ record wh1lc other top rernrd 
teams under Berger 1nduded 9-1 in 1968. 8-~ on 1966 and 7-3 m 1965. 

He"~' honored in Shad}<1de wuh "Jack Be,-.~er Do~" on June 15. 1974. 

Bob Montgomery (Coaches) 
Bob Montgomery (Mounds,i[lc High School. Cliss uf 19641. He wa., 

a fixture in the dugout for the Monarchs. serving 42 years as head base­
hall coach and amassin£ an impre,.ive rernrd of 869-345 which ranks 
second on OVAC history behond :>1agnolia ·s Dave Cisar and (hord in West 
V1rg no~ prep h"tory hchind John Lo"CI: nf Jefferson High and Ci,ar 

\fontgomt:rJ, coached lt!:tm~ v. on 14 ~~cuona[ mies. made the r~s1or1al 
fir:a.ls 13 Li mes and rl!Jlhed the: Cla~s ,\At\ State Tournament fivl! times. 
highlighted hi the 1985 <talc• championship where JM heat Hunting(on 
f.:tM. 8-7. m chi;: rnlc g,Jme. 

Hos team, captured seven OVAC playoff champrnnships. reaching the 
conference pl:l)'Off!'. ~ time~. The Monarchs a(i;.o captured :-even regular season 1,,~rown!-. .ind 
fi"c playoff titles in the Moumamecr League fmm 1976-86. 

Montgom,·ry. who retired follow mg the 20 I 7 season. coached 35 all-state players and 
more than 70 who pla)cd college ba,chall including 0\'AC Hall of Farner Chris Jones. He 
is a member of the West Virgm,a Baseball Coache, Association and the American Baseball 
Coaches A!\,odat,on. 

He was selected as the OVAC Ba.,eball Coach of the Year three umes and the \\est Virginia 
Coach of the Year fi"e tome, He also wa, honon:d as the Upper Ohoo Valley Dapper Dan 
Co-Man of the Year ( wuh Magno ha ·s Cisar> at the 42nd Charit} Awards Banquet m 2009. 

~1ontgomery al,o doubled "' :, resp,:cte<I basketball ,md b;oseh,111 otlicial. 
A memher of the Ohio Valle~ Boao-d of Apprnved Ila,ketball Official, and a two-tem1 

president. he\ been J. rcfcn:~ !-line<: 1962. \"-'Orking more than 3.000 game~ mcludmg 29 stale 
tournamerm. includini 20 champ1011sh1p £_a.mes in Wi!'i.l Virg1ni3 and fi\'c tourn;imenblthrec 
utlc games in Ohio, He abo orticiated collegiale hoop, in the We,1 Virginia Conference. 

Ht ~g:tn umpmng Am~ncan Ug1on ba..;.ebalf m t 97~ and h.'.ls worked five \:Vest Virginia 
Sime Tournaments while also spending 20 years ( 1970-90) doing NC,\A Di\'is,on IJ and West 
V1f'};m1U Conference games in<.~Juding fh.-c tournami:nts 

He o.·as (he first West \irgmia resident mducted mto the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame m 
WOii; wa, the IQK9 Official of the Year hon,irc-· by the National fcder-Jtion of lnter,.chola.st,c 
Officials \ssociation and received 1he Distinguished West Virginian Award in 2012. 

Montgomery. a lhre,·-spon athlete lfoothall. bascball. basketh:ill) at Muund,\'olle Hogh, 
~raduated from West Libert)· State College on 1969 and obtained hos master ·s degree on .:orn­
munu.·J.tion, fmm \\est Virginia Unh~r-.ity in l CJ77. 

Bob Plotz (Athlete • 1940s) 
Bob Plotz IMan,ns Fert'}· High School. Class of 19461. A Purple Rider 

fomh:111 and tr:tck '.\landout. he wa~ co•captain on hoth Ferry team~ as a 
senior. He eOined lirst team. one-class All-Ohio and first teJm t\11-0VAC 
largest Cla" AA as the Fred Thoma,-coachcd Rider went 9-1 and cap­
tured the OVAC championship. 

The three-year letterman in both football :oncJ trnck played in the lirst 
Ohio ~orth-South All-Star Game and continued his .<1a1ewide perfor­
m::mcc in tr:1ck when he pl:,cc<l third m the lo" hurdles in chc 1:ugc:st 
class state meet. 

He earned a football ,cholar~h1p to 1hc Vmvcrs11y of Putsburgh where 
he hecame a four-year regular Stan,ng as a 17-year-old freshman. Plo12 was ;elected to the 
,\II-Opponent team of back; ard ri,al West V1rgon1a Umversuy and was selected to the AII­
Ea.,.;,1 tc,lm t\!t. a !-.Cnior. he "as an honorJhlc mention A II-A m.;nca sdectton. 

Plotz was pocked on the 11th round of the Na11onal Football Lea£UC Draft by the Cle\'eland 
Brown< but was also "drafted" b; the U.S. Arm) and scn·cd 1n the Kun:an War. 

He was inducted onto the Manin, Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in ZOJ6. 

He was then assistant pnncipal at lkllain: High School from 1976-78 and principal from 
1978-90 b<:fore returning to Manins Ferry to serve as Supcrinccndent of Schools from 
1990-99. Since that time. he has served as Muskingum County At-Risk Coordinator for four 
years. assistant principal of Z311es,·illc High School for five years: assistant principal at West 
Muskongum High School for two years and as principal at West Muskingum Middle School 
fur two year,. He retin:d in 2012. but spent five months a, interim principal at Woodsfidd 
Elcmcntarv School in 2014. 

Among ·h,s e<lucauon-related offices were pre,idem of the Belmom-Harrison Principal's 
Asso.:1a1ion; pn:s1dl'nl of the Belmont-Harrison Supcrintcndcnl\., Associalion: m~mOCr of the 
OVl\.C faecuuve Board and a past OVAC president {1962-83 and 1983-8-1): member of the 
Ohoo Network Trainon~ and Assistance fur School, and Communities (ONTASC) lixccutiw 
BoOid: and pre"dent of the Oht0 Valley Wrestlin!' Officials Association. 

Robert Pritchard (Athlete • t950s) 
Robert Prilchard (Wheeling High Sch0tll. Cla.<s of 1953). He is. 

h1stoncolly. , mon~ the elne wrestlers in OVAC history. He not only led 
Whcchng Hogh School to the lirst state (one-class) championship for an 
OVAC member. on 1953. but became the lirst wrestler from the Ohio 
Vufky and the: ,talc: of Wcs1 Virginia to win three ,rntc championship~. 

As a Wildcat sophomore m 1951 . he captured the state one-class I 03-
pound !-late 111k and fullo""ed with conscculivc crown-.; in 1952 and 1953 
on 1he 112-pouod class In the three tinals. he defeated grapplers from 
Gmfton. Beckie; Woodrow Wilson and host l'arkershuri;. 

During that era. \\.heeling High and other high school mat teams com­
pclcd not onl> ag~lin,t 01hcr high :,;.chools. but again:-.< YMCA ,,,.-restling t~•Lms. Pritc:hanJ. 
nicknamt?d .. Bull". w3~ unbeatc:n as a sophomore :ind "-C:nior with hi'- onty lo~~ in 106 
matches to a YMCA gmpplcr from Columbus. who he later defeated twice. He was unbeaten 
against hogh school compctotors. 

The Wildcats' suite ch"mp1onship coach was Ed Murphy. a»istcd by OV,\C Hall of 
1-amc coach Bob Roe, the Wildcats head coach in lt)(]thall and 1rack. Pritchard abo cn:di1s 
Barnes\llle's Jim Bradfield. who wrestled at Ohio State and led the Wheeling YMCA 
wn:~thng program. in hi-.; development along with hi, older hrothcr BilJ. who also wrc,tkd 
at West Virginia U. 

After graduation from high school. Boh Pri1chard relocated to California and earned a 
degree from the Uni"ersn~ of California-Sacramento. which didn't sponsor a wrestling 
team .. Hnwever. Pritchard continued 10 compete on the YMC,\ lc,-d. 

Geno Sessi (Athlete - 1950s) 
~no Stssi (St. Cla,rsvolle High School. Clas~ of [956). He is rcgOidcd 

its onl.! of th..: R~d Dc\'1)~ • hc~t•C\'Cr muhi•,spon a1hle1c::- whik competing 
in football and track. 

In the ~pnng sport. he w;1~ the leading s(.-orer two ~trJight years in lh<: 
one-cla." OVAC Track Mc-ct and led his team 10 three straight tide, as 
pan of six consecuti\'e Red De\'il crowns ( 1952-571 ,·oached by Dave 
Porterfield. A ~prtnll!'r. hurdler and rdny ml!mhcr. Scs<iii led :itl scon:r~ a~ 
a Junior with 15 1/2 po,nts and a, a senior with 14 1/2 points. 

ln foothall. the 5-fom-~. I 74-pound two-way hack and kick returner 
nol only set a school record with 148 points as a senior, but led the Ohio 
Valkv as well. Thal mark la~h!:d one vcar when forml.!r teammate Jlm Kerr !oCorcd one mo~ 
point· ( 149) before the OVAC Hall of Farner went on 11> stan at Peno State and with the 
Wa~hin1:1on R~dskins. 

In football. Ses.,i wa.sAII-OVAC largest Class AA tu·o years.All-Valley "Big School" co­
captain a, a ,eniur. ,\II-Eastern Ohio 1wo years and ,\II-Ohio largest Cla" ,\,\ sec-ood te«m 
defensJVe back a.-; a senit1r. H~ was a lwo•timc AU-V:illcy 1rack co--cap1ajn. 

He earned a football scholarship to the Univcr,.ity of Iowa where. after playing on the 
freshman team. made a smashing varsity debut as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowns 
on three plays (a 36-yard run and pass receptions of 80 and 15 yards/ in a school-record 
70-15 sca,on-op,:oing rou, of l,tah State. Howe,-cr. Ses,i', career wa, cut short with a SC\'Cre 
knee on Ju~. In the remaononi:; eight games. he gained only 33 yOids and returned a kickoff 17 
yards. The knee injuJ) flared up again in ~pring driHs to end his playing car'-~r. 

Sessi passed away in 2016. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Don Osby (Athlete - 1960s) 

Doti Osby IS1cubo:n•illc High Sc~ool. Cl,iss of I 968 ►, ;\ lhree-,port Bt~ 
Red stQIW'lrt . he is regard<(! as the be.<t-cver tra,·k long jumper in OVAC 
hislory. He won Ohio·, largest Class AA long jump title as a sophomore 
!23-fcct. 3-,nchc,i and j unior {1.1-~ 1/4) hcfure hcing ruled incltgiblc 
(ov.:r ~gc) as a s~nior. 

,\s a junior. coml"'ting on one of the mo,t talented trnck teams in OV 
histor.·~ he was on.;: ·of JO All-Valle\- Hie: Red selection~ and on~ or four 
Bii; Red co-captain, while being ci°ied as "the finest jumper ever on 1he 
local ,ccnc ... That spring. he won the Ohio St!UC mcc:t. the prl!stigious. 
Man,field Relays. OVAC Class AAA. :\lartins Fer!) and West Lihcrt) 
Rday:,;~ the Ohio Di.strict mt!el ,tnd was '.\e"Cond in 1he Regional meel. He also ran a leg on an 
OV rec,>rd-seuin~ 4x440 rd:I\· unit which timed .1:19.$, 

As a ~ophomon!. i,(sides 1h·.: state crown. he won he Martins f-errv Rc1av~ in :n.1 3/4. 
Big R~d won its first four OV,\C trJck cro\.,,lls from [964-67 \\1ilh Osb;• fc.iture<l on the 

la'it two. 
In football. he w,is a threc-"car standout at end on Ohio-ranked teams with record, of 

'J-1 . 9- I and X-'.'., • 
He was al:1<1 a starter tn haskethall. He is h,morcd on the Hig Red Wall of l'ame. 
O,by accept<d a football scholarship to the Uni"ersity of lo"'·a and staned al wide receiver 

a, a ,ophomorc when h1.~ (;,u1dcd 19 p~!i..;es fnr ::?76 yards. third on the; \~am. Aflcr ,ltting. mtl 
hi,ju11ior year with an injury. he returned as a startt::r at tight l!nd as a senior. He passed a\1.·ay 
in early ~0 IS In Cmcinnati. 

Bill Tucker (Athlete - 1960s) 
BiJJ Tucker (Weir High School. Class of 1%2), A three-sport Red Rider 

a1hk1e, he wa.< a major player on back-to-back state Class AAA champi­
on~hip 1cam~ ~fore ~tarring jn collc~c and <.·omp:-ting, five yl!ars in the 
Notional Football Lca~ue. 

,\ t:wo-wav back and defons,vc tackle, he team<d with OV,\C Hall of 
Pamer Boh KdkY to lead Weir lo the I 960 state crown with a 40-0 title 
~•me mut of Nitro. The anchor of the I% I team. he scored t"'·o TDs in 
ii 26·1 st~le title win over St ,\!bans, Both teams fin1'hc"d 10-1. Tucker 
eam.:d. ti rst le.int All-Stale a:-. a -.cnior .1nd third tc;tn1 as .1 jullior. He wa., 
selected captam of 1hc All-OVAC JI1d All-Valle~ ,quad, as a senior In tv.·o 
"'a;ons. he scored 116 points and rushed for 1.445 iards. In the a11nual Oh10-W,V,1. All-Star 
game he led W Va to a l 2-6 w,n and v.-a., sekc1ed team MVP. 

He pla~ed fol"";ird and cenicr in basketball and smned on the 1962 ,cam which went 
un~•tcn Ln r~g.ular season. won an O\'AC ti1Je. and ended 2-4 .. J as ·"'all! C a,s r\AA runner-up 
to Heckle} Woodrov- Wilson. In track, he ran the hurdles. 220- and 440-yard sprinL<. and was a 
memhcr of 440. 880 and m,k rel,!\ 11n11, m OVAC and st.lie competition .. 

After ta~tn£ a yc:1r off after high s,;honl. he accepted a foo1ball scholar,,h1p 10 Tennc,-..:c 
Stare university to pla) for Hall of Fame coach John Mcmu. ,\ four-y<ar player. he rushed 281 
l)me, for I J21 y:irth. He"'"' selected to play m the 8111,-Gray Classic and Senior Bo"I. the 
flrsl Tigerio play in the laucr 

He was draf1ed bv the San Francisco ~9,:rs in the third round . .s the 65th overall selection, 
and competed as a fullhack for li\'c years in the 1-1'1.- - four with lhc 49<:rs and one with the 
Chicago llears. In 69 game-. he ru.,hed 127 times for 431 yards and 6 TDs and landed 59 pa.<Ses 
for 496 y..irds an<l :-.C'< .. en ~\:'ore~. 

Tth.:kl.!r. who p.J...,st!d a,va) in '.!015. , inJu\.'ted into lh~ Cit~ of \Vcarton Hall of f•ame. 
Tennessee State U. Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall ,,f Fame. 

Keith Vrotsos (Athlete - 1970s) 
Kt ilia Vrotsos f Martins Ferry High School. Class of I 'J79). Hpersonified 

,·ersa1ili1y at an elite level. ,tarring forthc Purple Riders in football. has­
ke1ball and baseball. the diamond ,port pro\'ing his pathway 10 a superb 
collegiate career.The four year regulJr with the Purple Rider baschall 
team h:mc:t.l 1->cncr than J l0 hi!-. lir~t twn ,ca,ons h~forc ex.pine.ling in 
hi~ junior campaiin. Vrotso~ earned first-team \Jl.QV,\C. All-Eastern 
Distrt,t and ,·\II-Valley honors thm campaign after himng ,11 a robust .458 
clip. He concluded his prep career hy 1Uming in a superb senior season. 
He compiled a .386 a\'erage wi1h 21 RBI. He was again a,,·orded first 
team All-OVAC. AII-Ea,tcrn District and All-Valle,· honors. The S-1 I. 
170-pounder was :l four-time E:\stem Ohio Baseball 

0

All-Star Game paiiicipant, 
Vro1so:-. \\.~L~ abo a s1,1nJout on tht! gridiron. He c,1,cclled :.1~ :, pl~cekickcr a~ a :'IOphomorc. 

kicking 19 PATS and one field goal before bc,oming the Purple's starting QB his final 1wo 
seasons. Vro1sos compleled 49-of-100 tosses n, a JUnior. good for 53 l yards. He also rushed 
for 250 stnpcs. ,\, a senior. he earned sccond-tcum ,\II-Ohio UPI honors after complctin'.! 
56-ol'-l l l passes fnr SR I yards while also tllshing li.w -12.l stripes. He al«> picked off three 
passc:s a:- a defensive back. in oddnion to hi~ all•state honors. Vrotsos wa~ named tin., .. team 
AII-OVAC. All-b1>1crn l)t<trict ,tnd All-Valley. He also played in the OVAC All-Star Game 

He w:ls also .'.I 1hr~c-ycar J.:ucrman in hoop,. The takntcd point guard :iv..-!raged "omc 7 
poin1, .is :1 .liiophomorc. 10.1 as a junior anJ 9.~ a."- a ~cnior. He w:b named second-team 
AII-O\1:\C a., a ~cninr. He hclJl\!d 1-c.i<l the Purple Riders to , ... ~ctional litk:i- his final lwu 
campaigns and capped his hoop career by pla~1ng in the QV,\C All-Star Garnc. 

Vrot,o~ earned a ba"'C!baJl ..,cht'~ksn-hip to Ohio Univ~~ity "'here he lcu~rc<l all four year.. ,ind 
'-''3S nanll.~ co-capt;lin in hoth his JUOlor and SCJlior se:1sons. Hi, finar sl!'a.,on with the Bobcats 
wa.< oubtanding a, he baned .J-11 with 11 doubles. I triple. 7 home runs. 32 RBI Jnd 12 stolen 
hi.t~s. Vrols<h w;.t, ~, ~cond-1cam All-Mid-Amcri~an Conf('rcncc ~election a~ a '14.!nfor. HI! fin-
1sh~d hi~ Bohcal career with a sharp .311 batting av~ragc. When he grnduated. Vmt'\OS ranked 
in the top 10 ,n the following categoncs: g<1me, pl.iyeu ( 157). hn, (14 I). home nin, (15). RBI 
(79l. double, (20l. total h;tscs 110 I). run, scores ( 105) and ,tolcn bases r30J. 

Ron Lee (Athlete • t970s) 
Ron u~ <Bella,n: Hlih Sdi,~11. Cla.« ,,f 1971 i. Lee is on the short li,1 ,,r 

outslanding running bact s who have grnccd f':etson Fldd. 
The 6-,. 195-pounucr caJTicxl the Big Reds of Jake Olsa"ky to an R-1-1 

m~rk 'n his -.cn,orcampai~n. llellaire finished second in the OVAC .lA 1i1le 
cha.se. lrairing Wintcn;villc. The teams til-d 0-0 in rcgufar•scason play. The 
Big Red., finished No. 19 in the L:PI Class AAA poll. the largest classifica­
tio1, in thi; ~late. 

I.cc mshcd for 9~9 yards and lo TDs that fall. Hi< 108 points led the 
OVAC 3A in scnri11g. He also landed JO pass.:s. Tho,e numhcrs eamed Lee 
first-team ,\II-Valley and AII-OVAC J)laudi1s while being named second• 
team All-Ohio hy vPI. He al"' plityed in the Ohio Nrnth-South All-Star Game. 

I..c:~ was :ilso a thrcc•ycar letterman in ha~ktthaU and h\!' \\.as \'Otcd the! Big Red.;,' 101> athktc: 
~,~ a \Cnlor. 

Lcc·s prep heroics earned him :J grid ,cholaf'ihip to \'-'VU. He 1.:ho~ the ~,,lount:lin('cr~ iwcr 
a slew of D-1 otti:rs. Freshmen were not eligible to play in those days. Lee, howc,·er. enjoyed 
a strong campaign with 1h~ Mountaineer.,: frosh !-.quad. leading the team with 372 yards on 97 
carries in rive game'-. 

A, a sophomore. Lee moved into the 1-o. 2 fullback slot. rushing for 304 yard, and three TDs 
on 76 l'arrics, His toug.hn~ss was matched hy his versatility. n.:sulting in him O..:ing uLiforcd a..; 
futlback and aailhad, his final lwn s(a."lon"I. 

Le~ wa, the team\ s1..x·on<l lcadin~ ru~hcr both of those c~1mpaign~. gaining 543 yards a:- :t 
junior :ind 62.1 ,trip.:, a, a .~nlor. while :tlso kading the team wilh lO TDs. 

A memhcr of two WVU reach Bowl teams. he "'"' selected a, No. 7-1 on the lis1 of 1op I 00 
all-time WVU fo,,tball players in the WVU ,\thk-tic lxpartmcnt Book. "Saturday Snap,hot,.'' 
1>uhli<hed in 2015. 

His ,uccess at Morgantown re,ulted in Lee h<ing chosen in the third round of !he NFL DrJh 
hy the Baltimore Cuit,. He played in 42 games. ~tarting ~ight. He cndl!d hi, Colts· c~m:i:-r with 
940 vard, on ~06 carries. 

Georgia Dawson (Athlete - 1980s) 
Georgia Dawson (Bcll:1irc High School. Class of 1%4). Dawson was a 

tn:m1,;:ndou, lhn:c-sport ,tJncJout for the Hig Rl!<ls. cxc1..~11ing in ha,kcthall. 
mllevhall and lr:ick & field . 

She ach1c,cd a rJrity in the realm of Bellaire :uhlctic.<. becoming a four­
) car lcuer-winner in basketball. surpa.ssing the I .()OO-poin1 plmeau while 
also grabbing more th"n 1,000 rebound,. Dawson. who served as hoop 
captain as hoth a JUmur anJ senior. was a thn::c-tim\!' all-OVAC sckt·tion 
while makin~ the All-Valle\" firM-tcam as a scn~or. Dav .. ·son was named 
a two-time l'\ .. 11-Di,tru.·t 12 h~1ske:tball honorl.!e ~ncl w~l!-1 4.t spcdal mentlun 
all-OhLO choc<..'I! J.~ J. ~naor. 

Daw~on '"'as ju~t as dominanc ln \"Olleybalt. Th(! three-year kuerwmn~r served as 1hc 
t.:um c:1pt: in m her llnul 1wo -.c;.1-.on'i, game-ring fif'-t-tcam all-OV:\C honors us a junior ;m<l 
~c111or. Dnwson wa'i a,so a thri:e-ycar .~tandt1ut in track for the Big Reds. In all. ,he fini~hcd 
her 111u'1rious prep career with 10 leucrs. 

Dawson·, a1hlctil· ~ucC\!'v;,, llidn ·1 Slop after she ph:kc;-d up h~r fkllairc High tlC1lJoma ~,s :-.he 
took her immense athletic taleni to \Vc,t Li~nv Stati: Colle~e whcrt!' ;;,he hccame a four-vcar 
letterwinner in basketball and volley hall. Dawson was the Hilltoppcr.,. \'Olleyball captit;'n :,, 
u Junlor an<l :-cnior. makmg th\!' \VV[AC All•Conforcncc ·icam three sca,on, "-hilt! being: 
accorded Volle\'ball A1hk1e of the Year her senior season. 

In b:1>kclbilli. ,he still r:mk< in the top 20 in rebound, in Hilltoppcr history v.·ith 541 
caront!'o.. 

Daw,on wa, inducted inlo hoth the Bellaire High and 1hc Wc,1 Libeny halls of fame. She 
was honored by the U11pcr Ohio Valley Dilpl"'r Dan in J98R and induc1cJ into the Di,1ric1 
12 lla,ketball Coaches Association Hall of rame in 2017. 

Ron Stephens (Athlete. 1980s) 
Ron SupheM (The l.msly S,·hool. Class of 19~5). He is n:mernbcred 

as one of the grc:i1cst baSl!ball playtrs. jn l.insly hi,tory. hut the 6--L 
I ~5-poundcr w:1s also :1 gifted i;riddcr and hnop,1cr for the Cadeh, 

He was twice wbbed Linsly's hasehall MVP. The talented ,hortsop wa, 
c:.iprnin of the ,\II-State! C)u!'ls. 1\ ream ;1!\ a S\.~nior while bdng an l\lJ .. Valk·y 
tirsl•tcam honoree a~ 001h il junfor and senior. 

Stephens haued a robu,t .403 ilS a senior with 11 doubles. !9 runs 
~orcJ and a school record 18 ,10rcn h:t~s. That s=tmc sca .. un. he ":i:,. a 
sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA. helping the Cadets win lhe 
OV,\C Class 1A crown and script it 20-8 record. Stephen, batted 349 a, 
a M1phomorc and he hil at ~• .J-l5 cljp ;\~ a juotor with a pair of grJnd :-.lanh. The vcNmilc 
~rformer Y.'Js a 1wo-uo1r: tirs1 ream Ea,;tem Ohio Baseball League serec1ion. earning player 
of lh1.~ \'Car hon,.1rs as a sc:nior. 

On t
0

he gndimn. the ""',de rcccivcr/dd~nsi\'e hack/k(ck returner was so dynamic that he 
r<'cel\cd .scholarship olkrs from many D-1 schools. including WVJ; and Pitt. He ,et an Ohio 
Valley n:cord w11h 61 c;uchc~ in 10 game:,. a mark tha1 h3:o; !<o.incc ~c;-n -..•rasc<.J. Stephen~ y.•a, 
a th,-cc-vear starter III football for 1hc Cadets, He was a first-team All-State. All-Valle\' and 
;\11-OVJ\C honon:c as ,t sc:nmr. • 

He \\.'ll:-. no slow.:h in ha,kdhaJI either. ~amin~ fir.-it--tcam All-O\.-\C and ~ccond~h:am 
AH-Valley honors a!. n ~nior after leading 1he C:l<lc1s in s,:oring and n:boundin£. He: was 
1lrntl-1cam All-Valley a, a Junior. 

Stephens was drafted ,,ut of high school hy the Boston Red Sox m the I J1h mund (-1 Uth 
overall). He opted. however. to go the collegiate ranks ilnd accepted a baseball scholarship lo 
the Un1vers1tv of Cincinnali. Al L'C. he wa~ utili1.cd a~ an infielder. Dul his meal 1ii:k~t was 
on the mound. He was 6~5 as a junior. leading the lkarca1s in "trik.:ou1s and 3 3.84 ERA. 
He w.J.~ s~le<:1cd h~ tht: Chll.:as.o \Vhitc Sox in the S81h round after hi, juniur campatgn and 
played m Lhc mmur leagues for nvc ~a~uns. advancin£ tu the AAA lc1,•cl with th\!' Vancouver 
While Sox of the Pac1fk Coasl League. He retired after the 19'12 season. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Eric McGhee (Alhlctc • 1990s) 

Eric Jlc(.i/ue (Wheeling Ce11tral H1gn Sc,1c.,1. Closs of 1991 J. Tl1ere 
110-c hccn a lot of football stand,,uts come tvough tlie Maroon Knights' 
program dlld thi, muhiple-time all-s1a1e selection is right near the top 
of the Its, 

1\ctuall). McGhec 1>as a standout m three sports dunng his lime a1 
Cemral. bm 11 "as on the football field where he Jeti hts biggest mark. 
f!n route 10 w1 nmng thf.! Kcnnl.-dy Award. whu;h ,~ presented lo \Vest 
Virginia ·s top prep pla)'"'· as a senior. McGhee nished for a modern Ohio 
Valley record of 2.479 )ards on 307 carries m 12 games while sconng 
30 touchdO\ms. \II told. he finished wnh 34 lOuchdowns and more than 
3.000 all-pu1pose yards Also a standout on the defensive side of the hall. McGhee had 
four Jnt¢n.-~ptioos. n~tun1cd ~ fumble rt."CO\oi;:ry for a touchdown and scored J92 to1~11 pom1s. 
v.·h1ch was the best m the Mountain Stote that season. As a junior. McGhee tit11shed second 
m the Kenne"<!) Award ballotmg after kadmg the Ohm Valley m rushing He accumulated 
1.565 yards on 20 I cam es. He scored 28 touchdowns on the ground and I "2 tota 1 pomts to 
lead the state \long w11h his all~s1a1e and Kennedy Awards. :'Vlc(ihcc was also rccogn11c.."tl as 
the Gatorade Player of the )car. Morgantown Touchdown Club Player of the ) car. all-USA 
Toda} team and the Touchd<1wn Club ofAtla111a also recogn,zed McGhec's efforts. Locall). 
the "" ards were ob\lousl} plentiful. too. He \\'as 1w1cc named cap1a111 of the all-Valley 
Small School team and he "as captam of the all-OVAC Class AA team. 

A ftcr his prep career. McGhcc accepted an oiTer to aucnd Rowling Grc-cn State Un"·er.;ity 
He pla}cd two years and served pnmarili as a kick returner He was a part of the Falcons· 1992 
team \\hich finished I 0-2 and w,,n the Las \c~•• Howl He 1.-d the team m kickoff returns with 
I~ lbr 269 yards that season. indudmg 125 yards against \\ ISCOl1Slll. He played two seasons of 
professional football for the Steel Valley Smash 
\long wuh his football cxplolls. McGhce was pan oft he Maroon Kmglus' 1990 Class \1\ 
state d1amp1onsh1p basketball team. He ""s also the OVAC Class AA baseball player of the 
year after scn,mg as lhe Knights' lead-off hitter 

Adam Hoppel (Athlete· 2000s) 
Ada,r1 Hopp,/ (Beaver Local High School. Clas, of 2004). \\hether it 

wa:,; on the- football frcrd or 1hc wn .. -slling mat. this lill~nh .. '<I 3lhlc1e shmcd 
bright!} durmg all tour years of his prep career. 

In football. Hoppd was a four-year mainstay for Coach Rich Wright's 
team. He was a part of_ two undcicatc-d teams and three playoiT qualifiers 
as a standout on both I mc:s. 

A three time. first 1i.:am all-Fastcm District picJ.... Hoppel shined :ilong 
the defonsi, e line. accumulaung 217 career tackles and 26 sacks 111 his 
career. 

Along with all-d,stncl. Hoppel was named second-team all-Oh10 as a 
senior He was a 1hrc-c-11mc all-OVAC sck, 110n and mult1pk-11mc ptck for the Columbiana 
County and Quad County all-star teams. 

In wrestlmg. H"ppcl was a four-year maumay. Qualifymg for the OH SAA Dl\·1s1on II State 
Tournament in each of his seasons. Hoppel was a four-11mc ~l!'ctiona an rc<.!'-timot:- district 
champion. In Columbus. he placed three times. As a sophomore. Hoppel had his ann rais~ as 
a state champion. He was runner-up in both 2003 and 2004. \s a freshman. he qualified and 
won two matches. but only six wrestlers placc>d at that time. 

In addnion 10 hi~ ctTons in the pos1sca..;on. Hl-.ppel was a ft)Ur-timc champion at rhc; OVAC 
Toumamen . \\/hen he accomplished he fca m 200-l. Hoppel was JUS he ou wres er 
C\'CT to do so. 

He: finish1..-d his mat career wi1h :i Beaver LtKal record of 154 vic1orics. 
After elec mg o pursue a foo ball career. Hoppel signed wu t e n iversil> of mcinnati 

where he became a st:tner in 1006 along the defensive line. As a senior. he collectt-d 38 
tackles. had an interception and a fumble recovery. He had his career high of seven tackles in 
1hc Papajohns.com 80\, I. Hoppel signed an undraftt-d free agent with the Cleveland Browns. 
but was released prior to the stan of the season. 

Kelly Shields (Athlete - 1990s) 
Kelly Shield, (1:d,son High School. Cl.iss of 19931. This former 

\>;1ldca1 made a dcctsi,,n to focus on the sport of,westling as a youngster. 
and it was a decision that paid the ultimate di\'idends. 

A four-year mainstay for the Wildcats. Shields helped to put Edison on 
the map at rhc ~tare kvd through hi'.'o ~:i<pfohs on 1he mat during his career 
which saw htm rack up 13" career wins. 

Shield:- i:,; one of JUSI nin~ OVAC "Tcstlcrs 10 win four championships 
at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament. He won the 1990 and 
1991 crowns at I 03 pounds, humped up a class to 112 in J 992 and then 
captured his fourth title at 119 as a senior. 

l11e succi:ss didn't cod tns1dc: what wa~ then known as 1hc \\.'heeling Civic Centi.!r as 
Shields put forth a bnllianl carc"Cr at the state b·cl, too. bccomina a constant at the :-Juucr 
Center on the campus of\\nght State University. ' 

Shields was a four-11mc state qualifier and claimc>d the Division II. 103-pound state cham­
p1onsh1p as a sophomore. He tinished 37-1 as a senior. droppinl! his lir,;t-round match in the 
state- toumamem which. at 1hat time. eliminated him from the: tournament. 

Shields "on the d1s1nc1 championship as a freshman. sophomore and senior. After his 
~emor season. Shields was 1-cl·ogni:ud as the OVAC \Vn:stkr of the Year at 119 pounds. He 
was also named an All-\mencan by the National High School Wrestling Team. 

Upon gradu:mon. Sh1dds e11roll~d at Kent Stair: Universi1y wi1h intemions of con1inulng 
his wrc°'tling car~cr. how..:vcr he ~urrcn:d a knee injury which led to the ,:nd of comrctitivc 
wresrhng. Shields' ab1l111es also eamcd a spot on Team Ohio. which allowed him to travel to 
places sut:h as Ha,1r·a11. Aus1r.il1J and 'lc,1r Zealand m th~ summer of 199:!. 

Zach Collaros (Alh(de . 2000s) 
7.ad, Cul/am,· (Steuhcnv,lle High S~hool. Class of 2007). Eligible 

for Hlducuon for the first t1nl~. lhi!-- frnmcr Hig Red multi•spon standout 
was :1 no-brainer. 

Dunng Ins prep career. II d1d11·1 matter the spon that Collaro< played. 
He simply shined m them all. eaming four letters in basketball, baseball 
and football. However. it was on the football field for Coach Reno 
Saccoccia's ,~am where Collaros milde arg:uabry his biyga:s1 impact. 

Collaros was a threc•ycar stancr a1 quarterback and amassed an incred­
ible 41-1 record while helping to load Big Red to back-to-back 15-0 state 
championship in 2005 and '.!006. During those seasons. he broke every 
Steubenville passing n:cord. 

As a senior. en route to first-team all-Ohio and state player of the year honors in Division 
111. CoUJro~ pa~sed for 1.550 yards anc.l 30 touchdllwns .igain:-.t just four inicrccptions. He 
also rushed for 15 touchdowns and 720 yards. ,\II told. he passed for 4,306 yards and 53 
touchdowns, while runnmg for 1.30-I yards and 25 touchdowns. 

Collaros wasn't a one-way player. either. He shined at defensive back. recording 14 
m1ercep11ons. He ran six of those hack for touchdowns. while also recovering five fumhles 
and scoring twice. 

On the baseball field. Collaros was the staning shortstop basically from day one of his 
career for Coach Fred Heatherington ·s ultra-successful program. He started on the Hig Red 
stat,:, runner-up 1cam tn 2004 and had the 1cam':-. lone hit in 1hc game. 

For his career. Collaros batted .407 with 100 RBI. 122 runs scored, 17 doubles. eight 
tnples and two home runs. 

In basketball. Collaros earned first-team all-OVAC as a junior and senior, He finished his 
c<:m .. ~r '"·ith 1.203 career points. which is lourth•best in Stc:ubenvi lie history. Ht: averngcd 
19.8 points a game as a junior and 16 as a senior. 

Upon completing his prep career. Coltams accepted a sdlolarship 10 pray tbmbalr at 
Cincinnati. He was a lour-year letterman with the Bearcats and became the team ·s starting 
quarterback as a junior. 

He earned all-Big East honors atler passing for 2,902 yards and 26 touchdowns. He led 
the conference in passing yards rcr game ('.!63.S\. passing yards {2,902) and total offense 
(282.2). As a senior. he passed for I ,Q40 yards and 15 wuchdowns. bur missed more than 
three full games with an injury before retuming to quarterback the team 10 victory in the 
Liberty Ho-.. I. 

He finished his UC career \\Ith more than 5.000 pa%ing yards and 50 touchdowns. becom­
ing only ,c second ttuartcr c in school his1ory 10 accomprish such a feat. 

Collaros signed as an undrafted free agent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. but was later 
rdcascd. He's spent 1h,: li\.c seasons as the starting quarterback for thi: Hamilton Ticat:s: and 
was trndcd to the Saskatche" ,m Rough riders in '.!O IS. 

Dr. Dan Doyle (OVAC Family) 

Or. l)u11 l>oyle \\ •c. C<'t'lt H. •h Sch,>ol. Class or 1974). He has become 
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a ixture in the conference. serving as director of the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrest I ini; 
o c.. s Cl.! 1009 nd OVAC \-\.rcstling C1.,mmissioner ,incc 2013. He has; 

been n he VA ~ccut \ e Board s • nee e early 2000s. serving as president dur-
in he '009 0 11 ' 

H's co nbu n he sport f wrc,1 ·n was recoi;nizc-d by his peers when he 
" , med 11e OV Mr. M A rd" 1p1e11t ,n 2005 He has ha,n responsible 
or mil ~ <. 1~..:s j ')eedi 1g p css f r 1he conforcnce wrestling tournament. 

Doyle has also worked with the 0\AC Museum Commmee for man> years 
He began 3" a high school wrc-sllcr at Whcclmg Central. captunng the West 

Virginia State Championship at 111 pounds as a senior He was :dso a three•llme OVAC Toumam,:nt 
place-winner. claiming the e"nfercncc title in 1972. 

Doyle then went on to \llegheny College. gr•dua11ng there in 1977 with a bachelor's degree m geol­
og). He was a four-year wrestler there and an '<CAA D1v1s1on Ill 'lauonal qualifier He camed h,s 
master's dcgrc-.: in science and c-ducation from the l,1mcrsn> of Dayton and his doctor-.ite from West 
Virginia University. 

He wa< a !cacher/coach at JdTerson Union High School for eight year.;, scrvmg as head coach 111 
wrestling and baseball and as an assistant in football 

Dovie 1hcn spent 16 vca~ in thie Buckeye Local d1stnc1 s1:irting in I 985. serving as ~n admm1stra1or 
for J~ years including high school principal. He was the head wrestling ~oach all 16 years. leadm~ 
Buckeye to overall OVAC Tou111ament Champ1onshtps 111 1996 and 199 . 3lso winning the OVAC Dual 
Meet Championship those two years. He was a 1wo-1i111e 0\-,\(., and Eastern Disinct Coach of the Year 

He then SCl'\'OO as the Superimendent of'>cho.,J~ of the '-Jobie Local School District (Shenand,,ah) and 
later spent t1m,: as interim supc:rintt:niknt at Frontier Local 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Roy 'Al' Glitch (OVAC Contributor) 

Roy ·Ar G/itt'/1 (Bndgeporl High School. Class of I 969). When you·rc 
known as the ··vo,cc of the OVAC'". 1ha1 ·s a pretty good place 10 <1an. but 
Glitch has also worn many other hat~ withm the confon:ncc over the years 
from athlclc to coach to director. 

Many known Gli1ch as a mai11s1ay as 1he publk addr~ss announcer for 
many years :11 bo1h the OV,\C Boys'Girls 8:iskctball Toumamcn1s and 
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumle} All-Siar Baskclball Classic (both C\'Cnts 
at Ohio Lnivcrsity Eas1cm). and he's ~tJso been on 1hc .. rnic·· and behind 
the ~corcbm."lk at countless rcg:uh.1r s..:aS\,n and tournament i:v~11ts at SI. 
Clairsville High School. 

Glitch also spent many years on the OVAC Baseball C<>mmitll-C. including 15 years as the 
s11<111·, director. and was the recipient of the 2013 OVAC lh,>mas E. Rataiczak Sc,,rekeeper/ 
Timer Award. 

At St Cla1rsn1le. h~ spent 32 years as a math 1n~t1'1CIOI' ~nd coached multiple sport~. 
mduding ser. mg as head boys' basketball couch from I 978-85 He was the O1strkt I 2 
Coach of the Vear in IQSO and coached in 1he 0\'AC All-Star G•mc in 1981. He was also 
n.imcd District 11 . .\$s.istant Coach of the Year iri 200:!. 

He also was an assistant baseball :,nd foo1ball coach for lhc R,·d De, ,Is for 11 ,,cars. 
\Jhtch had 1hr: St. Cla1rsv11li: Ju111or High lournomcn1 naml!d in his honor 111:?.012 and 

he rccc1,·cd 1hc Oistncc L2 Basketball Co~chcs ,\$S0<:1ation Di.;;tln!.!uished Scnu:e /\w~m.l 
in 2017 -

As an athlete. hc·s a part ol"two teams ,,n the Bndgepon High ··\\all of Fame·· - the 1969 
ba-kcthall and ba,chall stale runner-up teams: :md was an all-OVAC and all-l'as1em Oh·o 
sclec11on 111 both sp,ms. earning honorable mention all-Ohio III basketball 

Uhu:h then attended \\est Libcnv Seate Colh.~11c when: hC" was a four-vc·1r lettcnnan ·md .a 
two-11me all-I\ VIAC sclecuon. He' recc,wd his bachelors degree m sec~>ndary mathc~aucs 
in 1973 there and his mas1cr·s in educa1ion from the Uni~ersi1y of Dayton in 1981. 

He al~o compe11.,.'ti in the Ohio Valley Baseball I C"aguc for 24 years :is a standl'•ul on the 
\\arwood Reds 

In add,11011 to tcad11ng at SI. C .. he also served as a (.,J:l) math ins1ructor at 1hc lklmom 
Correctional [nsmut-.:. cammg tivc nom111a1tt.ll1s as Oh10 Corrccttt.111s Teacher of the Year :md 
becoming a linalist in 20 IS. 

Dave Bruney (Coach) 

l)a,•e Brune_r IManins f'crry High Sdt<>ol. Class of 1%9). lfe\'cr !here 
v.·a:-. somr:one who hk~ds purple. it's .. Co~t:h Dav~." During .. m years ,,n 
the sid~lin~~ including 3Q at his alma mater. Bruney amassed an impressive 
ovcraU record of2S4.U5 (2 , 5•134 at t-crry H1ghJ wluch rank~ am,.lng 1hc 
top 20 111 OHSAA his1ory, 

Hruncy-coachcd Purple Rider teams made the OH SAA playoff, 1-l times 
111 a 20-}ear span s1aning m 1998 ("98. ·99_ 2000. ·02. ·03_ ·o4. ·01,. ·os. 
·o9. • I 0. • I I. • 13. • 14. • 17) and had only six sub-.500 seasons in 39 years 
with only one after 1990, The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeated 
regular scosons under Bnmey (19i9, 1998. 2002 and 2004). with 1hc "04 1eam winning the 
OHS.-\A 1)1vis1<m I\'. Re!!k>n 15 c~ampions iip b.,fore falling to Young>lo\\n Cardmal 
Mooney (27-6) in 1he stale semitinals. 

His learns also won six Ohio Valley Alhlctie Conference championships ( 1999. ~002. ·04_ 
·os. • 11 and "13) and he coached in 1he OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Siar Football Games four 
1imcs. 

Rruncy sport'I an lmprc.isivc list of honors. including being named to 1he OHSFCA Hall of 
Fame in 1010 He also received the Olti,, Coaches Achievemem Award from 1he Mi,wr Pro 
foo1ball Hall of Fame in l'i11shurg in 2014: the entire Bnmcy family was honored by the Lou 
H,,hz Upper ··Otuo Va le} Ha I of Fame" i1'1 the Heri1agc Family Award in 10 I 0: and Martins 
Ferry's Oa\'C Bnmc;y Football Complex was namc<l in his honor. 

Bruney"s coaching career began in 1973 as an assistant at Buckeye :-..Jonh under Bill 

Don Clegg (\tedia) 
nw Cle~ (John Marshall High School. Cla;s of 1974 I. He cnJO~ed 

a succcss.lUI 26-ycar career covcrmg locnl coll!!ge~ ~nd lugh schol'•ls 
as a spo11s reporter and editor at the \\ heeling :-.lcws-Registcr . ml The 
l01c:ll1g.c:nccr. 

Durmg his tenure with 1he Wheeling ne"·spapcrs. Clegg and members 
of hi:- spons d~parlrnen1~ rccc1vcd :,;cvcral s1at1;-wu.h: a,i,ards for vuri­
ous anick~. fl:atUf\.'S and spl."Ctal proJcccs. A past prcsrdent of thi: \Vest 
V1ri:;inia Sport: .. m:ritl!rs Assodation (\VVS\\.'A). Ckgg. ch~ired numcn.HJS 
all-state h,>ys' and girls" baskc1tiall and baseball commmee< fo, 1hc 
WVSWA. He also did publ ic1t~ for 1he O\-.\C Rud~ Muntley All-Star 
Foo1ball Gam-: for several ycars 

. .\lter leaving th~ n~wsp.:ipcr bu~incss. hl!' provided extensive ~duoriaf services to 1hi: 
\Vest Liberty Unin:rsi1y ~HhlcUt: <kpanmcnt ,,s a profcss1011:tl fr~clancc wrncr for m,m} 
years hcfort: being named sports infonna.11011 dircc1or at th : um, er~tl) m June of ~0 11. As 
sports inform.anon dirct:lor. ( lcgg: [cads Chl! spons .nform, tion th:partmcnt\ daily opcra1io11s 
and scr\'C a~ primary media contac1 for \\-1.U"s (8 m1ercollr.:gm1c spores. His ,)1hcr respon­
sibilities include generating all editorial .:ontt:nt and mhle1ic publicathrns. ovcrst:emg \\est 
Lihcny's .:nhlcu..::s wehs11c and maintaining "ports rcc,,rds and s1a1istic:-;. 

Clegg also ser.·cs as a member of \'.est I ,hen}·, Athleuc Hall of Fame C,,mm,ttcc 
He is a nalive <>f Moundsville and .t John Marshall High Scho<>I alum «·ho lac· !,;rJduatcd 

,vith ho1h"lrs fro111 the Pf. Recd School of Joumah:-m at \\lest \.1rg1111a l 11 1\·Crsit~ 11'1 <J i F: . 

Jay Circosta (Coach) 

Jay Cirm>tu (Shadyside High School. Lbss of 1963) \\ hen somec,nc 
d~d1.:ates a haJf .. ccmur: of 1hl!'ir lif~ to somelhing. i1·s truly amazing. Jnd 
when vo11·r1: the second all-tune "'°"mge<t football coach 1n the Ohio 
Valley\ lbo1ball tradll1<)1l-rich lus10~. earning Hall of FJmc accolades 
1s a given. 

Circosta achieved both. coachmg a total of 50 years mclud1ng Has a 
head coach and amassini; a superb record ot 136-1-14 5 second only 
to Slcube11,·1lle Big Red hoss Reno Saccoc"a in Ohio Valley h1sto~ and 
ranking in the lop IO all-lime 111 the state or Ohio 

l"hc Monroe County h:gcnd hcga11 h1:,,: coac.·hmg career in 1968. ~r.::rving 3s an Jss1st:1"'ll 
three years at Woodsfield under former Ohio State University standout Bob Bults When 
butts icn for Union Local, Circosla took over to begin a 47-ycar head coachmg run. 1hc first 
23 seasons at Woodsfield and then. following consohdauon, for 24 years at Monroe Central 

Circosta-coachcd learns enjoyed six un<kfc,ucd regular seasons ( 19 ' 3. ·6. 91 . 93. '99 
and 2002), captured 14 OVAC championships (mne at Woodsfield; five at Monroe Central) 
and earned 14 OHSM playoff appearances (five at Woodsfield, ntne at Monroe Central) 

Woodsfield was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions bv The Associated Press and 
Monroe Central \\'OO 1he D1v1s1on \., Reg,on 19 c,tamp1onsh1p m 200 I before foll mg 10 
Bedford Chanel in the state semifinals. 

He coached in the OVAC Rudv Mumlev All-Siar football Game four limes (1974. '77. 
"81 & 2000) with a 2-2 record aii'd he coa~hed in lhe BACF ,\II-Star Game once. 

(.·m.·osta al-.o Cl)~Chcd ba,cball for 14 vears with n...:-"rlv 150 i,·klorics. 
He "as previously indul·ted into lhe W~st Libcny Uni\'er,i1y :\thle1k Hall of Fame ( 1996) 

and the Ohio High School football Coaches Hall ,,f f'ame. He was named lhc Upper Ohio 
VJlley Dapper 1)30 Clu~·s ··Man of the Year·· in 2005 and was named Eas,cm District 
.iml rionccr Valley Con1CrenCl~ .. Coach of lhc Yl.!'ar .. numc:rous limes. The road through 
Memorial Park in Woodsfield is named "Jay Circosta Boulevard" and the "Jay Circosta 
Fieldhouse" is pan of the athletic facili1ies. 

He received an A.ll. in Scc,,ndary Education (l'.E. Health. Speech and Driver Educa1ion) 
from West Libeny where he played ho1h football and baseball and an M.S.in Education in 
Guidance and Counsl!'Hng from 1hc University of DaylOn. 

McHug:h He.: then served ilS an assi$tanl at Ferry three years ( 1974 76) under his cousin, +---------------------------------­
Hob llnmey and then src,n a year as a gra.Jualc assistam al Marshall University under Frank 
Ellwood ( 1977 ). 

His first head coaching s1op was at n~i~hboring Hridg,cporl wh~rc he gukfod the Bulldogs 
to a spark ling 9-1 sea:mn. 

As an a1hk1e. Bruncv was ;in all-Ohio honorabk men1km and all-OVA( first leam sdec1ion 
:is a member ofth\!' Pu1~lc Riders· foo1hall tc:tm He wem on to Ohio Unin:rslcy (graduating in 
1973) where he was recruited by Ferry graduate CliffHefll<finger and played for the BobcalS 
und\!r Coach Hill Hes:,.. 

Jim Crosier (Official) 

Jin, Cm.,ier (S1eubenv1llc High Sd,ool. Class of 1%7). ,\s a member of 
the Ohio Valley Wrcsthng Officials Association, Crosier spent 29 years as 
an orfictal, workmg countless OHSM secuonal, district and state touma• 
ments I le was also mvttcd to officiate the 1979 NAIA Na11onal Wrestling 
Championships at the I\ heclmg C,nc Center (no" \\esBanco Arena I 

In 2001, Crosier was named the Larry Deaton OVAC Official of the 
\'car h) 1he 0\AC \l.n:sthng Coach~:,; Assoc1:mon I(• !us ~xci:pILona, 
efforts as an overseer of the mats he was mductcd mlo the Oh10 Wrestling 
Officials Hall of Fame m 20 l 4 and was the recipient of tltc prcsug,ous 
"Mr Mat" award at the OVAC R,>n Mauck \hestlmg Tot moment m 2016 

Crosier SJ)l:llt 40 years ds Jn educator. re11r111g m 201 . He t..iught and coached .i.t 

Stcuhenv1l1c Hcgh for two )t:aN before movmg: on to uon Local whcrc h~ \\-as a teochcr. 
wrestl111g: coach :md athlc11c director during h,s 18 }Cars here . 

.\s hc:ld co:1ch of thi: Jcls for 111e year,;. Cros1er·s mat teams won lwo O\ . .\C C as$ 2A 
utles and one Class 3 \ championslup. He coached four 0\ \C champions Mike Gregg. 
Kelly Wallace. Randv Simpson and Jeff McConn,ck He was named OVAC Coach of the 
~ eanhree umes Class \ \ I 9 -I and --~ Jnd Class \ •\A , I 98(1J 

He,, s the foundcr o t c Ohto \ lkv Jun or High thampwnsh1ps m (9 6 no,, t.:ill cd 
e O\-\C Ju11 r H i p,l s psl. 
\s J a etc Sc be "k High. <.roster \\,1s a OV \l runner up at I S pounds com 

pc, g under O\AC H II 1-Jme coac Hot, Hedmond 

Chet Daniels (Athlete. 1940~> 

Che/ Oaniel., (Bellaire High School. Class of 1947). He earned seven 
\'ar..i 1y Big Reds le1tcr,; three each in footba II :,nd basketball plus 
one in track. 

He earned about cwry major foolball honor as a cenior in football 
his final yc,1rs a lwo-ttrnc /\11-OVAt' fargesl Class A,\. two•cime 
Al-Eastern Ohio. and second 1cam All-Ohio as a senior a11d third 1cam 
All-Ohio :is a junior in the 011c-class ,\ssoci:ned Press sclcc1io11s. He was 
1cam Most Valuable Player :.md 1cam capt~in on 1hc 9• l-1 record 1946 
team wlu,;h won the OV,\C championship. He was sdectod on Ohio ·s 
South All,S1ar learn. 

He c~rncd a foothall scholarship to 1he Univcrsitr of Oregon. where he excelled for four 
yea~ one year ou the freshman 1cam ~nd three YJrsity letters as n 1wo-way guard. The 
194& Oregon team wcni 9 I overall ond 7-0 in Pacific; Coast C'onlcrencc play and accepted 
an ""1101101110 play Doak Walker•kd Sou1hern Me1hodis1 University in tho 1949 Couon 
Bowl. The Duck"' ho\\c<l. 21 - 1 _:; in th..: \!amc wlth Danids. an All-Pacific Co:i1s1 Confcrem:c 
sdecuon. k,ckmg the ox1ra-point in the -founh quar1cr. The 19-1S Oregon football team. ""ith 
D:iniels. was ,nduc1ed 1010 the state of Oregon Hall of Fame in I q90. 

Da 11c s. an honorahle mention AII .. America sdection. kd the '.\!CAA in pla1.·cldcking 
P<Jlllls " th 46 n 19-'Q 

After college gr-J.dua1H..1n. c- enlisted in th"'· U.S. Ait Fon.::t: and. after dischaq.:c. mad~ hi~ 
homc 111 Pon :md. Oregon Ht! died in 2003. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
George Deiderich (Athlete - t950s) 

Geori:, D,iderkh (Toronto High School. Class of 1954). He was a 
ninc-lct,cr. fou ,-year pcrfonner 111 football. basl etball and track for the 
Red Knights. 

A teammale of O\'AC Hall of Farner Don Suthcrin, thev served as 
fi.H)tball tco.m Cl'H:ap1alns and also were starting guards on a ·17•2 record 
basketbal, squad. 1h, best record a1 1he school in 1 • years. 

In track. Dcidcrich \\a:- ma class by himself H~ \\>as 1he cading s..:orcr 
tuo straighl years in the one-class OVAC Track Meet. s.:or·ng 161"->ints 
as Jjuni<>r and 16 112 poin1s as senior "'ith first-place finishes in the high 
and low tiurdles, sec,rnd m the shot put and runnmg a leg on 1he winning shultle hurdle team. 
In Ohio ·s largest Class A state mee1. he placed thir<l m the 110-yard lugh hurdles. 

Af1er a year at \"~IC) Forge M1htary Academy in Wayne. Pa .. " ~ere he pla~cd foo ihall. 
he earned a scholarship to Vanderbilt University where he starred in football and track. A 
thrw-,ear football lettc-nnan. he was a two-war staner al i::uard on offense and defense ,md 
"as :l rwo•rimc first team -\ll-Sou1hcus1erO Confereocc Selection v. hile ht!coming a rare 
consensus lirst learn ·\II• \mcrica selcc11on in 1958 The I I-player \-A honor roll ,nclu<lcd 
w,·o Hci~mau Trophy winner,.; in Pele Dawkins of'favy and Bitly Cannon 1.Jf LSU. 

The 6-fool• I. 200-pound Deiderich also siarred in track as he broke the school record with 
a 1-1.-16 second clocking 111 the 120-ydrd high hurdles, 

He \\as dral1cd b) the Los Angeles Rams m the 23rd round of the \JFL Draft bu1 opted 10 
s,gn w11h the \fontreal ,\luue11es of th, Canadian Football League He played nt 19 games 1n 
three CFL seasons - ~ I /2 with Montreal before li111shing up wllh 1hc Ottawa Roughriders. 
He had a 52-yard interception return for a 1ouchdown in 1960. He died in 1999. 

Bob DiStefano (Athlete - 1960s) 

Bob DiStefuno (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 19641. ,\ four-spun 
performer. this Purple Rider is hest known for 1hree sianing years in foot­
ball plus baseball and 1rack as wdl as four years of basketball. 

He w:.1s lhc Sl3rtmg quarterback as a J1,m1or and scn1~,r after st.artmg at 
halfback on a l 0-0 record. statc-r:tnked and OVAC Class AAA champion 
team as 3 .sophomore. JI wa:-- F~ny·s third :,;tra1ght unbeaten season. 

.\s a sen,or. the Riders went 9-0-1 to win the OVAC Class AAA crown 
and were ranked :-.o. 5 in 1he Ohio la<',1es1 Class AA Poll. The team co­
c::iptam. who was also a standout dc.:fonsivc back. earn~d first tc'1m t:arnc!d 
All-Ohio from lx\lh The Associated Press and Un11ed Press lntemauonal at quanerback as well 
as ,\11-OVAC Class 3A and All-l:as1em Ohio honors. He was selected Oh10 Class AA ··ttack 
of the Year" and also gamed nauonal attenuon as a Scholas11c Coach AII-Amen'3 selec11011. In 
the openmg game of the season. Ferry defeated Canion ~kKinle>, 20-8. ,n<l the only blemish 
on 1he record was a 1 ➔-14 ue at \Jc" Ph1ladclph1a. 

The 6-foot. I SO-pounder. who earned firsl team All-Valle> ··s,g School'· as a senwr. passed 
for 1.240 yards and rushed for 500 yards while sc,>ring 66 (l<>ints. He al«> landed four passes 
for 41 v;,rds. 

ferry went 7-3• I in his junior sca«m a< he camcd s,;c,md team Al I-Valley '"Big School"' and 
lirst team All-eastern Ohio. 

In basketball. r>iStcfanu played guard and was the leam·s second leading scorer. 
He earned a football scholarshir to Purdue U11i,·crsi1y where he v.·as 1hc starting quarterback 

on the freshman team in an era of 1hree-year varsi1y teams. He is deceased. 

Jeff Patterson (Athlete - 1970s) 

Jeff Pu11en;r111 (Hrookc High School. Class of 1979). Patterson was 
one of the tineSI performers ever in the tradition-rich Brooke football 
history. slarring as as a big-play wide receiver for lcgendar) coach Paul 
'"Bud"" lhlhard. 

Patterson·s cxplous helped tu lead the Bruins 10 their first playoff berth 
m 1978. He landed 22 passes for 501 yards and eight IDs that fall He 
earned sccond-h:am illf•sfate honors to i;o wJth tirst•team rccogmuon on 
1hc all-O\·AC. all-Valle) (sen mg a, co-cartainl and a I Mounia necr 
squads 

Morcon:r. the giuc-tingcrt:d widcout was chosen to pfoy in ihc OV,\C 
Rudy Mumle) All-Star Football Game He was also awarded the Clark Hinkle Scholarship 

Patterson a so enJoyed a banner JUmor grid campaign He ~aught 36 passes for 686 yards 
for eight TDs while also rctummg a punt for a .')IX•pointcr. The versatile performer \\as 
accorded tirst-icam all-state honors for h,s etfom that fall He "as also named to the first 
team of1hc aJl-O\'.,\C. ;11-\'alky and d 1-Mountamcer League squads. 

Patterson \\ ::as also a twa .. yi:ar letterman m basketball for 1hc Bruins. He hdpcd Brooke to 
a 15-win 1.·..1mpaib"1l ,m<l a sectional crown his senior year. 

n,e talented guard awraged 14.~ ~pg 1hat winter. earning him 1hird-1eam all-Valley lau­
rels He was Jlso chosen to play 1111he OVAC Sam Mumley Basketball Classic, 

to<;,tbJrl earned Pam:rs4..m a schorarslup 10 Young~t1..lwn Staie. hut he \\ as JUSI JS ~xcdlcnt 
111 tr:u:k and field as sprinter 

He pt.:1ced sc,cnlh m the \Vcsl Virgtma stale meet us a scniur in the :!00 mclcrs H~ was 
fifth in the same c,cm in tht: OVAC mc:-ir:t while 1ak111£ fourth m the tQO .. mctcrs. 

Panerson enJoy~d a banner junior vear as a 1hJ11clad. He was fourth in the OVAC 200 
rn~tcr~ "'hrlc taking si:(th in the 100. He wa~ regional champ in the ~0() while t~king third in 
the IO0 As fate would have 11. however. he was 111iured and unable to 1ake pan m the state 
mc\:'t. 

Patterson and the Pengums were a producuve foo1ball tit. He staned three seasons at 
Youngstuwn State. galnmg s~cond learn All•Ohio Vill!cy Cvnferc1tcc honors ilS il sc11Ior. He 
linishcd his Penguin career with 73 catches for 1.300 yards and seven TDs. At lhe lime of 
his graduatton. he r.mk.~d second lit all .. ume consecuu,•e games with a reception (27) and 

".1'1h m career rccci, mg vards. 
His college produc110;, spawned a professional grid career 111 1he Canadian Fomball 

l.eaguc He played four seasons wuh Montreal and was named the ,\loucncs" Rookie of the 
Year m 19~3 Patterson had ' 6 career calchcs \>ilh \fontreal for 980 ,ards and seven TDs 

rattcrson ended h,~ pro career with Sa:;.ka1chewon. k.:,<ling the Eastr:rn Co11fC'-'!1tce m 
punt rc1um :l\cr..igc 

Pete Gongola (AthM~ - t9sos > 
Pere Gmt,:ula (llcnv.·ood Uni.m High S.:h,101. Cla.s of IQ5-I). He was 

an honored three-spon Ironmen a1hle1< and lhe mos1 accfaimed of the 12 
CiongolJ brothers who played spons for 1he old Marshall Coun1y school. 
The 6-foo1. 195-pounder led Union 10 five OVAC 1i1les in there sports 
- two each in football and basketball and one in baseball plus a slate 
foo1ball larges! class runner-up finish as a senior. 

In football. he v.·as a two-way standout end and kicker who earned first 
team All-OVAC Class A. lirst team All-Valley ·•Hig School" co-captain. 
and first team larges, clas, A II-State. He led the Ohio Valley with 9 TD 
ealchcs as a senior and, along with 13 l'AT kick, and 67 poin1s. second 
m OV Class A. He also was cued as a top defensive pcrfonner. 

In baskc1hall. he was named captain of the W.Va. All-Siar team which played the Ohio 
All-Stars in 195.t al Madison Gym on Wheeling Island. 

Basebal was his best spori. however. The all-stater op1ed for pro baseball. with the 
Cle,cland Indians fann system. alter high school and played 13 years (1955-671 in the 
min(lr league:, The catcher played 1.0::!5 games with a .265 career baning average. He 
~d-anccd to 1he highest Class AAA cumpc1i1io11 with Punland in the Pacific Coast League 
and wilh Dallas-Fon Worth in lhc American Association. He reiircd in the California Angels' 
syslt:m. He ,s dect:ased. 

Leon Jenkins (Athlete - 1960s) 

le,m Je11kin., (Weir High School, Class or I 968). A three•spon Red 
Rider kt1en11a11 m foo1ball. baseball and baske1ball. he led football teams 
10 8-2 and 7-3 records hts last 1w,, years at quarterback, 

As a semor. Jenkins recorded nearly 1.500 all•purpose yards in 10 
games. rushing 109 times for 825 yards and 15 TDs: scoring 103 points: 
and completing 27 of (,5 passes for 525 yards and four TDs. He also 
played defensive back and returned kicks. ln a season opening 26-19 win 
over ~ollansbee. he lied a school record wi1h four Tl><. including runs of 
86 and 75 yards. while rush mg for 225 yards. H rushed for 154 yards in 
a loss 10 S1eubcnv1lle. then ranked No. I in Ohio. and he had a 94-yard quarterback sneak 
TD m a 4-28 wm at Moundsv1lk. 

Carecr•\\'1sc, he scored 182 poinls (28 TDs). which w~1s thc:n ~o. 1 in th.: \Vi:ir record 
books. He also rushed for J.436 yards. possihly the Ohio Valle)' record for a quancrback 
at the lime. 

As a sco,or. he eamed first team All-Valley ·•Hig School", AII-OVAC Class AAA. AII­
Mou111a111eer League and third team AII-Slllte. 

Jcnkms was a standout baseball outfielder and was a first learn. 20-playcr all-class All• 
Valle) choice in 1he first selec11ons by The hudligencer. He batted over .300 and was ci1ed 
as a top defensive player 

The 5-f,,01-I I. 165-pouodcr canted a foo1ball .scholarship to Wes, Virginia Univcrsi1y 
where he was four-year staner at cornerback - 1hree on the varsity team. He was the 
only sophomore on a 10-1 r<.-.:ord 1%9 team which won the !'each Howl. 14•3. ,·s. South 
Carolina. He started on 1hrce varsuy teams w11h a comb ned ~5-8 record and "'as a team 
~o~captain as a senior. 

Career•wise. Jenkins intercepted 10 passes w11h one TD He also was a regular punl 
n:lumcr for three seasons with two TD n:tums. 

He was drafted in the 16th round by 1hc Detroit I ,>ns and pla)Cd four games ,n 19'~ 
He also played one season (1975) for the Shrewpon (La.) Steamers 1.11he \\orld Footbal 
League. Jn 12 g.amcs. he had slx pass mterccpuons Jnd returned punts ilnd kickoffs 

Ron Sismondo (Athlete - 1970s) 

Ron Sirnwnd11 (Mingo High Sc~ool. Class of l9~S). Si,m<1ndo was 
one of the finest hurlers ever 10 grace 1he mound in Ohio Valley his­
tory. lo addition. he was also a sparkling quarterback for the Indians. 
Slsmondo ·s pnchmg prowess was so superb th3t he c3mcd a scholarship 
10 the U111vcrsity of \mona. where he became the only OVA<.: product 
to play for an 'lCAA Baseball World Series champion when lhc Wildcats 
turned lhe lnck ,n 1960 

he crafty southpaw "~' a 1wo-timc All-Valley and AII-OVAC base• 
ball honoree. 

Sismondo authored a 7 ... 2 mound mark as a scnfor for ~n l l-9 Minc:o squad. wi1h on\! of 
his 1,-0 blemishes being a 1-0 loss to Jewcu-Scio. He yielded only t"'O hits in lhat district 
champtonsh1p setbac~. 

Sismondo <trt1ck out Ql batters in just 53 innings of work 1ha1 spring while compiling a 
min,scule 0.38 ERA. 

He was also dorrunant dunng hi, junior campaign. leading the Ohio Valley in strikeouts 
thal spring. fanning Q4 hatters in 50 innings 10 go wi1lt a 1.0 I 1:RA. He had a 5-2 mark for 
the 8-8 Indians. 

He was also lethal with the ba1, linishing third in 1he Ohio Valley \ia his .500 batung 
average (29-of-58). He had six doubles. one 1nple and one home run. 

\Vhifo he dommatcd on the diamond. S1smondo al~o cxcdlcd on the g-rldlron 
He earned All-Valley and AII-OVAC honors tor hts sparkling play at quarterback. He was 

the 1op small-school P"SSCr in the Ohio Valley as a senior. completing 65-ot: I 42 passes for 
8,0 yards and seven TDs. 

i\t tht: Uni,·ersity of .\ri2ona. Sismondo was a record-setting. four-yt:ar h:ttcnnan ( 1979-
82) and staning pilch..:r The star of tha1 team was outtiddcr Terry Franl·ona. who was 
named World Series MVP and first team All-America. Sismondo ,ratled a sparkling: 33-17 
career record with nme saves to go with 46 slarts while pitching 361 innings in 88 games. 
He set Anzona freshman year records or 11 wms. 121 mnings pllched. 18 stans and seven 
complete g~mes. 

S1sntondo was drafted twice•· bv the Milwaukee Brewers in the I Ith round 111 198 I and 
by the Seattle Mariners ,n the 13rh round in 19SZ. He signed w11h Manners after senior 
season and played two yearS, In Cla,s A at \Vausau. VvC~ m Mid"-i;.;t Lc;;.1gui: bi;forc; n:1un,111g 
to the Ohio Valley and becoming a high school adnumstrator. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Shelly Carroll (Athlete. 1980•) 

She/lJ' Carro//(Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1988). Carroll was 
no1hi11g short of a scoring machine during her Purple Rider days. 

The 5-11 fomard averaged 29.8 points and 10.6 n:bounds J game III her 
scmoi· sc.ison for Coach Lari; Duck, Those oliy numbers ~•med her IJPI 
Division II Ohio Player of 1he Year honon;. 
. C_arroll finished her sparkling prep car~r with 1,626 points, estab­

l1slung :1 n-i:w school n .. "Curd r1..1r boys or girls. She wi1s a sccond•lcam 
all-Ohio choice as a junior while being tabbed honorable mention in her 
.-.;oplwmorc season 

Carroll played in the Ohio High School llasketball Coaches ,\ssoda1ion 
~onh-~ou1h All•Star Game and al!'lo com,~h:d in tht: lntc111illl011al Cage Toumamcnl in 
ll.ad~pcsl. Hungai;· in 1987. 

The multi-Ulkntcd a1hlc1c :tlso \\-';JS a standout '\·olk:yhalt pc:t fonnc:r for Fcrrv. She was 
sl.! ..:::c-cd 10 the all-OVAC team after her sli!nior sca~on. -

Her prodigious scoring earned her a basketball scholarship to the Univen;ity of Tennessee 
al Chattanooga. \vhcrc she because a foiu·-y1.:ar start'-=r. Sh~ hclp~d the Lady M1..'IC~ 11..1 thn.:1.; 
S,,uthern C,mforence cbampionships. 

Carroll rinish~d her career at Chattanooga with 1,013 points while also ranking first in 
school htstol) v1a her 51.4 field goat percentage. She also ranks in the top IO in UTC annals 
in games played ( 115), rebounds (56-0). field goals made (450) and free throw percentage 
(74.1). She was named firsHcam All-Southern Conference in 1992. 

She was II\ ice honored with 1he Outstanding Achievement Award hv the Upper Ohi<> 
Val ey Dapper Dan Club ( 19S9) and ( 1993). • 

Jamie Adams (Athlete - 1990s) 

Jamie ~dam, (The Lmsl) School. Class of 1994). l'h1s fonner Cadets 
was. 111strume111al. no1 <>nly at Lmsl~. but throughout the Ohio Va Hey, in 
putung !\occcr 011 the map. 

,\ four-}car n:gular for the Cadets. ,\dams e1ched h,s name 11110 lore a, 
both al the prep and collegiate level. 

\\ hen )OU constd~r that Adams led lhc stale of\Vcst Virg1m.i 111 "Sconng 
three ume:r- m his career, n·s not hard ll'\ see why he giuned su<:h a laundl) 
h-.1 of ac,·olac.h:s, A(t¢r scoring just seven goals as a [rx:shman. Adams 
exploded onto tho s.:ene m 1991 by scoring 37 umes. He wcm for -16 as a 
JUIIH.,r and 50 goals as a senior. 

His 1.:io ~an:i:r goals is stlll a n.~ord at Linsl~. 
Adams was the first West Virginia athlete •~d OVAC player 10 garner Parade AII-Anwncan 

honors 111 SL)cccr. He was named All-i'\mcnc;10 by ~ation;tl Soc~cr (,.lachcs Associdtio•1 ,rid 
was an ESP\I McDonald·s Scholas11c Player of the ~eek 111 1992. 

Locally. Adams was named lirst-leam all-OVAC three 11mes. conference player of the vcar 
t"-rce. lirs1-team .a II-Valley thrl.!e umcs and captained tht> squ~u.l l\vicc:. H~ was named first• 
team all-I PSI. three times and ll'SL Player of the Year as a senior. 

,\ttor s1f1111g through mor.: than 30 offers. ,\dams elected 10 continue his career at Pn11ee1,111 
Un iversity. Hew~:. a four-y~ar starter with thi; Ttgcrss and serv(!d as a lcam capta.111 in 1997. 
Hl~ was also n;imc<l tu the ~,U-lvy League: t~am that season. 

Adams was alro heavily involved wi1h the Un11cd Stat,:; Olympic De,dopmcnt Program. 
He was :t member or the Region I team which pl:iyed m f'uropc. He was also selec1ed for the 
Region I po,,t fi\'e umes and was a part of s,x state ODP teams. 

On top of h,s pre~ and coll~g1a1c c,ploils. Adams shins'(! m 1he cluh le\ cl, too. He :, p,1rt 
M 1eams 1h01 won sax S111cker s Cup state championships and was m the regional tinal four 
tnnc~. Adam~ was mtluct~d to the \Vest Virginia High School Coaches A~s1.."1Ci:u1on Hall (.lf 
Fame: in :?012. 

Tyler Engle (Athlete - 2000s) 

Tyler J-;,11:le (fort Frye High School. Class or 2007}. ll didn ·1 mauer 
the season f,;,r tht< iamter Cadet muh1-sport s1:indou1 because he shins-d 
hrightly. The , ... ·,nncr of l ( \ars~ty lcucr:-. i-:ngJc n:al(y sh.1od Ot.A 011 

1he basketball court and baseball field where he earned eight of !hose 
ffitlll0J:,lf3ffiS, 

_ It was baseball w~cre Engle eamed lus opponunity 10 compete colle­
g1a1cl~ a, The Ohio S1a1c U111vcrs11y Playing for 1hc la1c Sonny Bidwell. 
Fngle hit 502 for his career w1t 1 12 home runs a11d 117 RBIs in leading 
the program to a 74 .. 25 record 

As a sc111or. Engle baned" robust 5 I, wtth to~r homers ,ind 3-1 Rills 
en route lo earning all-Ohio first team honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastern District 
and Mm1no All-Star Games. He was named first-team all-Eastern Distnet four times and 
was the player of the year as a senior Twice, 1,.ngle was named first-team all-OVAC and was 
the Class 2,\ Playc,r of the 'rear 3!-> a senior. H~ ~amcd gll-P\.C- four t1rncs 

On the basketball court. Engk lcfl a lashng niark JS he l·elpcd Coach Dan L1cdtkc's pro­
gram 1~ 65 , <;ton.:s hy !<iconng l. 760 career points He grabbed 400 rebounds. pa:-scd 1..1ut 
240 dssisls a ,cl h, d I J(I steals durmg has c:ireer He al,;o drnrnc-d 329. J-pomt goals. whilh 
•s the Ohio state record 

During his. senior season, Engle averaged 19.8 points en route to first-team all-Ohio. 
all-Eastem Distnct. all-OVAC. all-Pioneer Valley c,,nti:rence and all-District 12. He arso 
1,,ok part in 1hc_Ohio 'lorth-Sou1h and OVi\C All-Star Games. Thal followed up a ju111or 
campaign m wluch he was named tlurd-team all-Oh,o He was actually hsted on the all state 
team t:.lch ye;n uf h,s carl.!cr 

~nglc al~o lencr,:d thrc.."1: tim~s m football. bu1 c r:ctcd not to play Ins senior season. 
After lugh s~hool. Eo::.l c elt.--clcd to become 3 Bucke,.:. H~ lcncrcd four timi;s: as a shon• 

stop. He pla>ed 1,1 193 con:cr ;amcs "nd batted 2,6 He had lour home iuns. $2 RBIs .1r d 
had 155 h11s. When he finished his.care~•· he ranked second in OSU history with 189 slalls 

\\·1th l11s pla) mg d.iys_ b.:hmd lum, Engle entered coach mg He coached at Ohio Valle> 
University, where be finished his Masters Degree, Elon University and Manetta College. 
He, currently the baseball coach JI Meadowbr1l<1k High S,hool. 

Mike Gulan (Athlcl<' - 1980s) 
,tfik<' Gu/a11 (Steubenville Catholic Hich School,Class of 1989). 

Gulan was a three-sf)<>rt star at Catholic Central. but baseball proved 10 
1,., his lilture calling card. 

He was first-lean, All-Valley, AII-OVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern 
District nis senior season in basehall. a campaign in which he baued 
.452 with five home runs, seven doubles, 25 h1ts, 15 RBI and 18 stolen 
bases in 19 aucmpls Th..:: 1a lc111cd tlurd hascman was named si:cond team 
t\11-Valley as ajuni,,r, 

I II football. he was a second-team All-Valley h,,noree • ' a senior and 
earned honorable montoon t\11-OVt\C Class AA\ m baskelball 

His sparkling prep diamond carcf.!r camcd !um a schohm•hlp to Kent Stat~ Un1vcrs1t). 
where he e,cellcd for 1lm:c seasons hcforc bcntg selected m the ss"<:ond round ufthe M•jor 
League Draft / '3rd ovcra I pie~) b~ the St Lmus Cardinals 

Gulan was nami:d M1J-AmcricJn C'onfcn:ncc PIJscr of he Year and second team All­
America. He was first-team All-MAC as aJumor and second team as a sophomore 

As J Golden Hosh ;unior, Gulan kd the MAC' m 11111,u ( ,BO). home runs ( 17), RHI 
((>8 1 and mplcs (61. l\s a supoomure. he balled 311 wuh II homers He baited .336 as a 
freshman. 

<iulan was one of 90 players in the nation mvncd to ibe US Olympic team tryouts 111 

1992. He was inducted into the f.:.cm State Hall ofl'amc m 1999 
Gulan cnjo>·1..•d a 13-ycar career (l\\'O m mJ.jon-.. pan 1,.,f 12 n 1hc mu,or~ Jnd one 111 Japan) 

from 199!-~00-I He was J member of the Card111als' maior league club in 199 ' and the 
Florida Marlins in 2001 and also s1£ned <Hlh the Pirates i~ 2002 and\~ ,, le Sox m 2003 

He was also was a S1eubenv1lh: Ameru:an Lcg10 1 Posl 33 bas~bJ I srnndou1. 

Scott Coyne (Athlete• 1990s) 

S,·011 Co,r11~ (Bellaire High School. Class of 1994) This former Big 
Reds point guard was a wizard with the ball m lus hands for OVAC Hall 
of 1-amc co::sch Gene Ammirnntc dunng lus pr1.:p c.:i.n.:i;r 

\\ hile it ~as in basketball where Coyne ach1e,ed some of hts gr.:atest 
momc1us, lus succ.·~ss wasn ·, limited ,-,ere He was a ihn:c-sport standout 
for the B,g Reds. slunmg m tr:ick and football as well. 

Coyne finished !us pn:p career w11h J,051 pomls, mcludmg a 19.1 
pom1s p.:r game avcrJgc as a scmor. He did more chan score th!!' b~1ll. H~ 
stuffed the stat sheet to a tune of mne a~s,s.ts :md seven rebounds a game 
as he led the Big Reds to their first undefc:11ed regular season and an cwntual ~ 1-1 n:cord. 

Durmg his JUmor season. Coyn¢ a\~ragcd 20.4 polnlS a game Hr: ntttt:d his can..-cr high 
or 43 pomls that sca~on a1;ain~1 SL Cla1rs\ 1 I~ The 81g Reels fi1t"-!1C<l 1 - ..i and won the 
OVAC that season. 

Coyne r~nks 111 lhc lop IO in numc!rous fk lam: catcgom:~. uidod ng ~-point shoot in(! (..J.4 
pcrccnt). lree-thro" percentage (77 percc1111. steals ( 141) and hrs points are the 15th best. 

Coyne earnc-d all-evcry1h111g as a senior. He was all-Eastern D1s1ric1. Dis1ric1 12. OVAC 
and all-Valley and was named 10 1bo McDonald's i\11-Amcrican and S1ree1 and Smith's All­
American honorable mention li<ts. He was also named one of the 1op 25 player.- in Ohio by 
USA loday and played rn the Ohi<> '.'lonh-S,mlh All-Star Game. 

As a wide receiver. Coyne was 1he go-10 guy for the Big Reds during his thr.:e-year career. 
He finished wnh 1,764 i·ards. Included was a 1993 campaign in which he cau~hl 61 passes 
for 961 yards. which ranks sc,·emh in OHS history. Coyne was named 10 the all-Ohio lirst 
team. He was also namc-d all-OVAC and all-Eastcm District. 

On the Ir-eek. c,,ync <1u:,hfied for the s1oie track and field championship meet twice in 
1hc 300 1nccrrni:-diatc hurdles. He was a multiple-time OVAC placer in 1h31 cvclll as well :.t!. 

nmning key h:gs on relay l~ams for the Big Reds. 
He died tragically 111 a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old. At the time of his death. 

hi.! was one ofiht: :ir~a·s rising b::isk~tball officials. 
Coyne was inducted to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2015. 

11,c Scou Coyne Memorial Scholar.-hip cxi>1s at Bcllain: High School 10 h,,n,,r his legacy. 

Liz Repella (Athlete· 2000s) 

l.i: Repel/a (Stcubcn,ille High Scl,o,,1. Class uf2007). Whclhcr it was 
:ti Big Red or \\.est Virg nia Ltniv1.:rsity. this standout ba~kc1b~1II play,;r 
mrpl)' scored the ball 

·n1c multH:ilcnted comb,., guard •"rnc-d all-Ohio honon; four times 
uurmg her rm:p c.irccr She w:is named Ii rst-tcam as both a JUlllM :lnd 
sePior. Rcpc1'3 '"'~ N mcd Che stale·~ player of the yi:ar. averaging 26.9 
pomts ;1 game :is a sen,or 

She was named to the third tc::im as a fn:shmc111 and second team a:-. :l 
rophomore 
., Sh~ 1~ .1hc aU-t1mc kadmg scorer 1n St1.:uhcnvillc histol) -- rc:g.ardlc:ss of gender •• with 
.. 0(,. pu1111s. 

Along with her .,talc a1.·colad..:s, she was nameJ alt-OVAC four time~ and lirs1-cc-~m 3ll­
t:.:1s1c01 D1s1nct four 11mcs. gamcrmg player of lhe yl!ar as a junior and senior 

Repell:i. who was also a mulli•year lt!uer \\'mnc:r in s01.:ccr. w:li rnnked the 63rd best 
pl .. y~r m her cla:-s 3S a. s1.;nior. whkh garnered Sc\'cntl l)L1,, 1sion ( t.l1T1.~rs. She c\ocntuall\ 
settled on b1::com1ng a "vtountnrnci:r. • 

A W\'l , Rcpclla rcuercd lour yea" and «ored 1.612 points. grabbed i 12 rebounds. She 
also collected 20~ steals. passed out 162 assists and blocked 76 shots. 

She was named fir)t-tc.a.m all-Big East as a junior and senior and was JUSt the second 
W\'U female 10 ganti:r first-•.cam honors in h~ck•lo•hack seasons. 

Rcr,clla w::ss an honora.hk mention all-Am~rican ::iftcr hcl' senior season in which she 
helped lead ~t'St Virgmia to a 24-10 record and a second-round ~CAA Tourney appcar:iucc. 
DtJnng her frnal ~ason an Morgantown. Rc:pclla kd the 1eam in I.:! sta1lstic::sl catc!gork•~. 

.\I 10 d. S;-lC pfaycd in 13.i games. which is the most in \VVU history. and ~he was part 
of 96 ,·1<1onc-s. Her college point total was seventh best in WVU historv at 1he time of her 
v aduauon. • 

A\\-JY from J1hlct1cs. Rcpclla was J standout student. She C"raduatcd \\·llh a decree in exer­
c ise physiology ~nd. CiPA ofJ.96 She was a rcpn:scntativc Oil the wvu Student•Athlc1c 
,\dsisory l ommmee. She dlso re~etved 1ho 81g hst Scholar \1hlc1c Spurts Fx~cllencc 
Aw~rd and was an AcmJc:mic: AII-Ami:nt.:an. 
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Rich Wilinski <OVAC 'Contributor') 

Rid, IVili11.,ki (Follansb,:c High School. Class of 1955). He enjo)'ed an 
(1uts1a11dtng: 56-ycar career in education and has worn m3ny hats mclud­
ing coach. administrator and television analyst for local high school 
fo,>tball. 

Wilinski \\'3S a head football coach for I 9 years at four schools from 
1965-85 with a combined record of I~ 1-56-9. His first assignment was 
at Wayne ( I 966-6 7) which merged into Wintersville (he was an assistant 
to Bob Kettlewell Ill 1968-69); then 10 Toronto (1970-i 6). Steuhenv1lle Catholic (197'-8➔) 
and Buckeye South (1985). 

H,s 19?4 team at Toronto be,ame the school\ second unbeaten team and \\ilmsk, was 
,elected the OVAC Coach of the Year and the fir,;t rec1p1cn1 of the Dapper Dan Club's Robert 
McKelvey Memorial Award. H,s 1s also a member of the Oluo Valley Football Coaches 
H,,11 of Fame. 

W1hnsk1 began Ins care-er as the haskcthall coach durmg the lioal three seasons ( 1962-6-l) 
of Follansbee St. Anthon}, wnming the\\, Va. Catholic Toumament Class A crown in hi, 
first season. He dlso coached boys· basketball at Wayne for three years and had a combmed 
52•9 record with one Class A Scct1on:il title. 

He has been a TV analyst for Ohio Valle~ high school foo1ball games for WTOV-TV9 for 
ttcarh· three decades. 

A; an athlete. Wilinski wos a three-sport regular (football/basketbal11baseball) at 
Follansbee. played on the Blue Wa,·e's unbeaten state championship team in 1954. setting 
up ;1 TD \\'ith :m imcrccp1lon and kicking the game-winning. extra point in a 7-6 ,·ictory ovc.:r 
Barboursville to snap 1ha1 school's 28-gamc winning s1rcak. He was named lir,;1 team all-W. 
Va. Class A. all-OVAC and all-Valley "Big School." 

Wilinski attend 1hc Uniwrsitv ofFlori,fo on a football grant. but retunicd home and played 
,.u \Vest Liberty State College ... 

Kim Clifford (Coach) 

Kim Clijjimj (Bellaire High School, Cla,s of 1972). Cli lford cut his coach­
jog h.:cth as an as~istant al Hd(airc under Mark :v,:.Ht. and Gene Ammir::mtc 
hl.!forc laking the head coaching position :11 C:Jdiz whi:re he spc:nt six y~ars 
and posted a 90-48 n:conl and won u,e OVAC Class ,\A championship in 
19S6. 

He then mowd on co SI. Claim·ille where he spent the next 27 seasons 
( I 991-2018). amassing o 372-23.J n.-.;ord to b,lQst hiHarcc-r total to 461-2S2 
1..>v~r J 3 vcars as .a h~ad ,1..lac;h, 
Al St. C .. Clilford led 1hc Rc-d Devils ,,1 two OVAC crowns (20 I 2 and 2013) and six Buckeye 

8 titk-s; eight sc-c1ional championships. two district championships (2012 and 2013) and one 
regional title (2012) to cam the sch0<.>l's only OHSAA "Final Four" berth (SI. C. lost 10 Ehda. 
61-27. in the Division II State Semifinals). 

In addirion 1,1 recci,·ing several East District and District 12 honors. Clifford coached in the 
OHSBCA :-lorth-South All-Star Game in 2000: was named the Ohio High School f:laskcthall 
Coaches Asso,·iation Coach of the Year in 200S: was a finalist for 1hc OVAC Coach of the Year 
Jw:ml in 2012 and 2013. He also scrvc'<I as prcsidcm of the Distric1 12 Basketball Coaches 
,\sso,tiation. 

He rc:cdvc:d the OHSBCA's BohAmzC'n Award. gi\.'t!ll to 3 coach who devoted 20 consecutive 
'w'L'.ars or more- of servk·c 10 the same school and for 1hdr toyahy and commiunenc to basketbalt. 
in 2014; and was inducted into the St. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2019 
and the District 12 llaskethacll Coaches Hall or Fame in 2021. 

Clifford is a 19n b'Taduate of Bellaire High School where he was captain of the basketball 
team ond played in the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. He attended Umana University 
and graduated from West Liberty State College. can1ing master's degree tro,n West Virginia 
Uni\'crsitv. 
In additio~n to coaching baskctbaU. he ::ilso spent time ::is the head track coach and a~ an :1.s:-istant 

.... L 

Jerry Narcisi (OVAC •Family') 

Jeri:r ,\'arci.,i (Shadyside High Schrn>I. Class of 196 7). He has been 
involwd with the OVAC for more than a quaner of a century. display­
ing a passion for the youth of the Ohio Valley and the conterence. 
:-larcisi has been a member oftl1e OVAC Exc-cuti,·e Board since 2000. 
including serving as president Ii-om 2005-2007. 
He's also been extremely active with track and field, ser.ing on the 

OVAC Track Commincc for mon: than 25 years in scvcrnl capacities 
including mc:ct dfreC"tor and head of the rurc:s comminc:e. He also 
served as the referee when the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships took place in 
Bellaire and Shadvside. 

\/arcisi is o charter member of the Shadrside Relays Committee. S<:t\'ing as chairman 
for 16 years. He's also been a registered !rack official in Ohio since I 972, working in 
\'arious cap;lcitic:s at the i.listric1 ;md rcgjonal level countless times. 
'larcisi is a lrustce of 1hc Shadyside High School Spom Foundation and belongs lo 

countless professional organization$. Ht! has ~ervt:d in various rol~s (teacher. super\'i­
S<>r, director) at the Bel mom-Harrison Vocational School including superintendcm from 
19& 1-90: was «1pcrintend of Shadyside Local Schools from J 990-2006: and interim 
superintendent of the Bridgeport faempted Village School District in 2009. He is retired 
but ,1111 ser>"cs as a consultam and focilitator lor several local schools. 

He rceeiwd a Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology & Manage fr,,m Ohio 
University 111 1971 and a Master's Degree in Vocational-Technical Education from The 
Ohio State Univcrsi1y in 1974. comph:ting his Sup~dn1endcn1 License Coursework at 

Franciscan University and the University of Dayton in 1961. 

Scott Nolte (.\1edia) 

Scon Solle (Wheeling Park High School. Class of 1990). He has 
wor~ed at WTRF-T\'7 since 1993. serving as Sport< Director since 1996. 

During Ins tenure. TV7 has \\:on numl!rous awDrds lnduding 
"Outslandmg Sports Operation," "llest Regularly Scheduled Sponscast" 
and "!lest Play-by-Pia)'" ut both West Virginia and Ohio. 

:-lohc serves as Master of Cc-remonics for the annual OVAC Banquet of 
Champions which honors the confercnc~ t~am champions and awards a host 
of scholarships to area athletes each May at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. 
He ·s also a teb'Ular conmbutor at the Geor,:e Sm,ger "Evc~ting "'ith the Star.;" 
Banquet held 111 coniuncuon wnh the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

He also worked as play-by-play announcer and sideline reporter for the We<t Virginia 
"Super Six" State Football Championships from 1996-2004. 

The co-ho<l of Wcsl Virginia Uni,·crsi1y football's "Mountaineer Game Day", he al,o 
teaches part-time at Wheeling Park High School in the TV and Radio Career Tech Educa1ion 
Dcpanmcnt. 

:--Jolie ha, al:«> worked at radio stations f.agle 107, WF.E!. FM 95.7 and WKKX AM 1600. 
:--Jolie. who altendcd West Lil>erty and graduated from West Virginia Tech. is an nYid fan 

of West Virginia University football and Cleveland Indians baseball. 

Robert 'Bubba' Kapral (Coach} 

Robert 'Buhba' Kapral (St. John Central High School. Class of 
1974). What Kapral accomplished in one spon was enough to land him 
in the "Hall." but he doubled down by ~citing it done in two sporls as a 
It ighly-successful track and basketball coach. 

In track. Kapral led St. folm's to 1he pinnacle on the gtrls' side not 
once. hut twice by winning the OHSAA Division 111 Slate Champion­
s/tip (2007/2008) on the heels of back-to-back runner-up finishes the two 
previous years (2005;2006). Overall, he coached 47 state place-winners, 
including 39 on the girls· sldc and ntnc on the bl..'•ys • ~1dc. 

During his 21-year lrack tenure, the Irish captured I 3 O\AC Class A team titles (girls -
1991, '92. '93. 2002. 'OJ. '04. '05. '06. '07, '08, '09: boys 1991. 2009). 

Kapral wa, a two-time OVAC Overall Coach or the Year (2008. 20091: the OVAC Cal G,f. 
fin Memorial Track Service Award ree1p1cnt and he was inducted into the [astern D1stnct 
Track and Cross Countr.• Coaches Assocrnt,on Hall of Fame (2019). 

In hoops, after assisting Kim Traversa Appollom for six years and bcmg a part offive 
OVAC titles. he elevated to the head coaching post and enjoyed 25 years of hardwood suc­
cess with a sparkling record of 391-176 

During that time, lhe Lady Irish captured nine OVAC Class A champ,onsh p, ( 1995. '96, 
'99. 2000. ·o I. '06. '07, '08. '16> and reached the OHSA A Dl\'ISIOn Iv Regional Touma• 
ment in 2000-0 I when SJC posted a school-record 23-2 record. Kapra I was named the Al' 
Division IV Co-Coach of the Year m 2000 and he was named Distnct Coach of the Year five 
timt:s. 

Also tabbed the OHSBC A Girls' Bas~etball Coach of the Year m 2007. Kapral coached 
in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumlc) All-Star Basketball Classrc four umes. rnachcd m the 
OHSBCA :--torth-Soulh All-Star Basketball Classic m 2002 and the Peps, Distnct 12 Basket­
ball All-Star Classic in 2016. He has received the OVAC Rich Safficld Girls Coaches Award 
(2012) and the OHSBCA Bob Arnzen Award. 

In addition to his coaching success. Kapral- a 19, s graduate of Bethany Colle~e with a 
B.A. in Communications and a four-war lenennan on the Bison tra,·k squad - is a member 
of the (lVAC Hall of Fame C,,mmm~c. the OVAC Basketball Committee and the OVAC 
Coach of the Year Selection Committee. He's worked in various capacities at The Times 
Ltader for more than four decades. and currtntly ser.·es as Executive Sports Editor of the 
Ttmcs l.cadc:r,~·hccling ~~ws-Rcgistcr/Entclligcn(.~cr and ~incc rc1iring from coaching he 
b<:came a basketball l'\!feree. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Larry Deaton (Offici111) 

/,urry Deatffn (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 196*). Deaton was 
a mainstay ;as an ollicial for more than 40 years. working countless high 
school matches 111 both Oh,o and West Virginia; college matches at the 
:-.ICAA and :-.IAIA le\els. a11d m freestyle wrestl 111!. 

His list of accolades is impressive. with the Ohio Valley Athktic 
Conference naming, him lhc l 993 ·Mr. Mat" .n~arcl recipient and years 
lai~r naming the confi:rence-·s annual officials award in his honor the 
LaIT) Deaton Official of the Year. 

Deaton was also inducted into the Oh"' l\ircs1hng Officials Hall of 
Fame m 1994; was named the West Virginia Wrestling Official of the Year in 1997; the 
Wrcstlmg l SA National Ollicial of the Year in, 2009; .md he was the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame·s Ohm Chapter inductee in ~016. 

As an athktc. he was a four .. year letterman rn 1..vrt!st1ng at Martins Ferry. "in11lng ::m 
OVA<. 11lle in 1963 Jnd dn OHSA.\ D1stnet crown 111 J</64. l)c,i.on was 111duc1cd 11110 the 
M:mms l·errv V-. rest I mg Hall of 1-ame n I 998 and wa, chosen for the 'v!anms fem, ,\1hlc11c 
DeparunenC~ ··wall of-Honor· in c0l 8. He was also a four-)ear leucrman in foothal! and a 
lwo-ytar li!th:nn~n in 1r::1ck. 

Deaton helped start the Ohio Valley \1/rcstling Club in 1hc 1970s and hc:.11.lcd Martin, 
Ferry·, tlag football program in that same era. and he served os president of the Purple Rider 
Bvoster Club ~nd on the Board of Directors of the Man ms Ferr, Recreation Center 

Ralph Anastasio (Athlete - 19S0s) 
Ru/pt, Ana.<1asio (follansbee High School. Class of 1954). A three• 

spon Blue Wa,c athlete and do-11-a I football player with a quartet of first 
team ~II star honors, he earned a scholarship to West Virginia U111vcrsity 
\\h~re he km:red thn:i: years as n lWO•\'-'ay back. kk-k returner and rccord­
seuing. punier. 

The triple-threat back led the flluc Wave to an S-2 record hi< senior 
year. losing 0111:-- to unbeaten and state runner•up Benwood Union by 
13-1 l and 10 8-1 record Wheeling Central. the OVAC Class ,\,\ cham-
pion. by 7-6. He earned 1ir..;t 1-.!am honors for OVAC largest Ch:isj A,\, 
•\II Valley "Btg Schoor·, All-:--lorthern West Virgmia. and the largest All-State Class AA As 
a scJ1 ior. he accounted for 17 TDs including fi vc on punt n:tums. one on a ku;koff return. 
seven ·JD pas:-;1.:" :rnd hi.: 3Jso intcrccph,:d five p.:1ss:cs He played 111 the Oh1-0-\V.Va. AH-5tar 
same and a 13-0 W. Va. victory. 

He also was a three-year letterman in basketball and baseball. 
,\t WVU. he was, a four-ycar foo1h.1II performer including lhrcc varsity ..;c.:1sons as a 5 fc.lot-

1 I. 165-pound multi-purpose back (stanmg right haltback. defensive back. koc~ returner. 
punter) on tc.ims with record:- uf S•:!. 5.5 and 7-'2-1 aud two Southi:m Confr.:n:nc~ tirlcs. In 
1hc only 1l~. 6-6 vs. Virgini:i in 1957. he made a n1:ar-irnpossihlc: c:1.tch on a 6~-yard pass 
play to tic the score and also set a school record. which lasted 40 years. with a 7S•yard punt. 
Career-wise. he had 1-l I carries for 569 yards. ~0 reccp1i,,ns for 305 y;,rds ;md a TD. ~5 kick 
rclunl~ for 263 yards and a\'CT~gcd J7 yards a punt. 

After college. he returned to the Ohio Valley and was a teacher-coach before retiring to his 
current home in Steubenville. He was head football coach at St. John\ from 1960-62 and 
Toronto from 196-1-(,9 including an 8·~ record in 1964. 

Dr. William ~em' Welker (Official) 

/Jr. William 'Bilf' We/Aer (Shamok111 (Pa.1 High School. Class of 1965). 
'lo 1111e has b,:en involved as an orticial or promoted the spon of wrestling 
not onl) m the conforencc. but far beyond. more than the "doctor". 

Wd~cr offictatcd 111 the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrcstling Tournament from 
1980-9 I and sef\ ed as the rules interpreter fr,,m 1992-2017. He was also 
the IJVAC foumame11t"s souvenir progr:tm coordinator and editor for IS 
years ( 1979-%). 

He received tl1e OVAC's pre«igk>us ··Mr. Mac award in 1991 and was 
tabbed the OVAC \\rcstlini: Ollici;il of the Year in 2003. 

Wei kcr \\:as the \\'est V~rginiu V.trcstling rules 1n1crprc11.:r. clinician and supervisor of officials 
at the state toumame111 from 1989-2017 and the 'IFHS 'la1,onal Wrestling Rules Comm111ce 
fro,n 20 I 2-20 I 5. 

He n:ccivc'<I the 2001 Nt'HS Mideast Secuon 2 D1st111~u1shcd A<·tove rnne,al AwarJ and the 
2002 'la11onal Wrcstling Ofticial of the Year Award fron; Wrest I mg USA Maga21nc. 

Welker was scl,:,:ted the 19~• and 2013 (with his son Rick) 'l,11,onal Spunswnter ,,fthe Year 
by Wrestling \JS,\ t-fagazine for his "Mat lalk" column which appeared in a host uf puM1ca11011s 
and was named that pubhcauon\ \\est \trg1111a Wrestling Man of the Year ,n 2001 He W!IS also 
rnbbcJ the \\~st Vtrginfo \\rc:sthng. Sponswrih:r of th~ Year seven tmtcs. 

He has also r;onducu:<l numerous wn!slling 1.:linic~ over the years. 
l\s an athlete. ht: was a threc•l1me sect1on~1l and dlslrtct chmnp1on: a l\\0-t1111~ regional cham­

p1on: 1hc Pl.\A Srntc Champion m 1963 and ihc statt.!' runner-up m 1965 He camcd ,. wrestling 
scholar-hip lo the L'niversity of l'iushurgh. 

Welker served as head wres1li11g coadt at Wheeling High (1970-72). \Heelmg Cemr:tl 
Catholic (1972-76) •nd Wh,..,hng Park ( 1971/-~0). 

Tom Bloom (Athlete - 1950s) 

Tom Blm>m (Weir Hi~h School. Class of 1959f. He led the Red Riders 
to state championships in football and baseball. both under Hall otTan1c 
coach Jimmy Carey, betore eanung a football scholarslup to Purdue 
University whl!rc he was ;t four-yc;,r p<:rfonncr. 

Al Wetr, he earned It letters 111 three ,·arsity spom with muh,plc 
hon,,rs in football and baseball plus bemg a basketball regular. He led 
the Red Riders 10 a two-year footb:ill n.-cord or 10-1 and a state lari;cst 
clas< championship as a junior. The I 1-0 record team heal r-a,nnom 
Senior. 19-12 for the mle at Wheeling Island Stadium. As a senwr. OV \C 
champion \Vdr \VCnt 9-1. losing only to eventual state champion Parkcn:burg 111 the ~gular 
season finale. He earned tirst team All•State and All-OVAC and was selected cap1a111 of the 
··e,g: School" All-\alley team as a two-way bac~ and kick retumer 

,\s a senior. he had a 9 5-vard kickoff return TD on win over Steubenv, lie and a '16-vard 
rushing TD and 217 rushing yards vs. r-ollansbce. He ended the season w11h team he,t.943 
mshing yard:-:. Career .. wise. on balanced tt"JlnS he had l.869 rushmg yar<ls se..:ond bi:st 
al Weir at the time -- ;md scored 25 TDs and IS I points. As a ju111or. he returned , kickoff 
RI yards vs. Wheeling. 

In baseball. the ,,uttielder was an all-s1a1e toumament selecuon as Weir captured the 
ont:-cl:,ss state title with a 6•2 finals· ,vin o,er East Hauk. the state's top championship 
program al the time. 

t-----------------------------------4 At Purdue University. he was J two-way, do-11-all hallback who was selected the outstand­

Tony Jeter (Athlete· 1960s) 
T,my J,-,,.,, (Weir High School. Class of 1%~) - He was a 6-foot-J. 225-

pound four.span. 11-le"erwinning Red Rider athlete during a prime-time er. 
in Weir High spons overall and football in panicular when Weir won tlm.'e 
st.11c \itks and lo~t only six gam"-~ from 1957-61 under Hall of Fam< coach 
Burdell (JimmvJ Carcv. 

Jeter. a four:ycar f00thall letterman. was a starting defensive t:n<l l'O 1h..: 
I 0-1 re,:ord Class AAA state title team of I %0 and a two-wav end standout 
on 1he i 0-l !\:'Cord CC(ll,!.11 ..;ia1c championship team 1.1f 1961 ~ whi:11 he was 
selected first l<':llll All-State'. All-Valier and AII-OVAC. Weir routc'<l ;,litn.>. 
40-0 and St. Albans. 26-7 in the two title games. 

Ill baseball. Jeter won the team MVP award and was scouted by the Pittshurgh Pirates. He 
lem:n:d thn:i: times ln b3sketball and 00.sc:ball .and one year in track. 

He acc,-pted a University of Nebraska fo,1tbal! ,cholarship and. after cornpclini; on the m:sh­
m~n 1cam. \\·as a thrci:-y~ar. J3-gamt: s1an.er a1 end 011 Com.husker bowl teams - two Orang.: 
Bowl ;md one ('011011 Howl. In the 1966 Orange Bowl loss. 39-28. he landed two TD passes lo 
tic a bowl rc'Ct,rd. Can.'CHvise. playing on a running: team, he landed 3S passes for 528 yards. 
The two-time r\ll•Blg F.lghl honon.-c. and t..:am MVP as a -senior for a J0-0 rl!gufar sca:;,)11 tc~m. 
caml.•d firs! learn AU-America dcfcnsivi: honor-. by the American Coaches A,soc:iation and s~i:­
ond 1eam bv 1he lWO wire services a$ wi:11 as Ai:ademic All•A.merica. 

The Nebmska football Hall ofFamerwas dral\ed in the NFL third round. ➔6th ,wemll. bv the 
Green Bay Packers and also by the AFL Oakland Raiders. Traded by lhe Packers w the Pi1Lsb.urgh 
St,'Clcrs. he played three NFL seas,.rns bcforc a hack injury halted his career. 

He is the brother of OVAC Hall off a mer. and former U. of Iowa and G=n Bay Packer star 
Bob Jeter .. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference is the largest 
high school conference 

in the USA! 

int! back on the freshman rc~Lm ::ind 1hrc1:.-\-car ,-Jrs1l\ letterman and 1,,·0-vcar Staner He was 
th~ tc.!am'<. second top rusher and receive~ as ajuni~r and top t\!'am rcccf,~r ll3 Cillchcs for 
~17 yards and two TDs) as a senior. He scored two TDs in a 17-(, win owr Michigan State 
in IQ6~. He was a kick rcmmer and dcfonsivc back (•.t7-yard intcri.:'~ptiori TO). 

He wa, drafted by the Cleveland Hrowns in the 6th Round (No. ' 4 ovc-.il!) a11d inJ1ca1cd 
he would sign wirh lh!!m. but was a ,,iccim ofan au1omobHc crush ;ind pasi.:d aw.:iy in 1963 

Mike Palmer (Athlete - 1960s) 

Mike Pa/111.-r (Steubenville High Scho..>I. Cla,., ,,r 196 71 -- The 5-foot­
l 0. 170-pound m1mi11g hack is ~nc of only thrc:~ Big Ri:d ~tars to earn 
Ohio AP Back or the Year honors. joining OVAC Hall of Famers Harry 
Wilson and Zach Coll;iros. He was the featured back on two Ohio-ranked 
pl~\1,·ers :tnd camed l\\.O ti rs1 ream A ~soci:ucd Press l:irgest Class AA 
All-Ohio honors plus two All-Valle}' ·•Big Schoor·. two AII-OVAC Class 
AAA. and two All-Eastern Ohio honors. He was ,\II-Valley co-c;optain as 
a senior when he led Big Red to a 9-1 record. losmg only 10 Massillon. 
and ranked No. -I in the state Class AA 1>011. ,\s a junior. Big Red went 
S-2 and was rnnkcd No. X in the Ohio AP poll. 

As a senior. he scored I 26 poims ( 18 TDs. 18 con\'ersions) and rushed 149 times for l.09~ 
yards and landed 16 passes for 261 yards. Playing against top-caliber foes as a Junior. he 
rushed I 07 times for 881 yards. landed 17 passes for 2')~ )·ards. and scored 89 points on 14 
TD'i and:, conver~ions. 

He also competed in track and basketball. As a member of sprint rela} u111ts. he ran a leg 
on an OVAC meet record-semng S80-yard team which urned 1.31.1. Big Red won four 
stmight QVAC Class AAA crowns from 1964-61 . 

Earning a football scholarship 10 (owa Stntc Umversuy. he was a (\\-'O-y.:-ar letterman. and 
staner, for the Cyclones while n1shm~ 116 times for 443 yards and two TDs and landntg I 8 
p3sses for 267 yards and two scores. H~ had an NfL tryout. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Pete Abuls (Athlete - 1970s) 

Pete Abu/., (Cambridge Hig~ School. Class ,,f 1978) - Ahuls wa, the 
second 1,000-pomt scorer m the history of Cambridge boys' basketball. 
fimshLng hls career wnh 1.091 pomts. 

The 6-6 dand> led the Bobcats as a senior with 5-13 pomts (a school 
n.:cord ,it thi: umi:). a 17.3 avc:ragt.:. sconng m double figures 

n all 21 games mcludmg six J0-po1111 games. topped hy -10 agamst 
Ne" Phlladdplua Abu ls led the Bobcats to three O HS.-\A District 
Tt1urnamcnt finals 

As would be expected. he received many post-season honors. t\buls 
"as n::irnr.:d tirs1-tc::im all-Ohio as a s.:mor. jolotnt; Ohio State l~ctmds: 
Clar~ Kello~g and An Schhchtcr on that list. He was also the AP Eastern District Class AAA 
··Pla}cr of the ,ear·· and a first team all-OVi\C (.lass,\\ \A and all-D1stnct 12 sdection. 

As 3 j unmr. he was an honor.th c mention all-Fa:,;h:m 1)1,-tncl honoree whc.·n he scored 
342 pomts. 

Abuls was also a dyn~m" pcrr,mncr 111 track & ticld for the lfohca1s 
The threc•)Car ctterman set what wa, then an O\'AC f'l!Cord 111 the high Jump 11.ith a kap 

of 6-6 and he d so "ent 21 -9 m the long 
Jump. hclpmg the Bobcats to the Class AAAA championship. Voted the school's Ra\ Voltz 

:\ward "mner, s the top male ath ete. he was also a two-vear lenennan m cross cou,i1rv. 
\huls conunucd his ~thlcuc and ac.idcmu; can:crs a-! T4/nni.:s~c: Tech where he was a ·rour­

year lettennan and the team captain for three >ears. He 

Don 'Kip' McLane (Athlett- - t970sJ 
D,rn 'Kip' .lfrlant.' (Stcubcn\'illc Catholic Ceniral. Class of 1971) -

Mclane rates among 1he be,;1 hoopsters ever 10 suit up for the Crusaders. 
He put together 3 dominaung senior sea.son, avcraging :?5.➔ points and an 

amazu,g 20 rebounds ~r conlcsl. 
~ol smprismgly. a sle" of honors came his way following that memo­

rable campalb'll, He was tabbed fir,1 team all•OV,\C. all-Eastern District 
and District ~ playcr•of•thc-y~ar. Moreover. Mcl.ane wa< sck'cted b> 

both UPI and AP as a first-team all-Ohio honoree. He was also chosen 10 
pla> in the Ohio '.'lonhiSouth All-Star Game. 

H1..; outstand111g cxplo1L.; also n:sona1cd on the national Jandscapc as Mcl.anc was n3ml.~ 
to a pair of ,\11-Amencan teams'. TI1e U.S. Basketball Writers Association Coach and Athle1k­
Maga,mc and the Surildst vrov.crs A-A squad. 

He ended his c.'lr.;-er at Steuh«,mvHk C3tholic - where he is a member of th..: s,:hool's Hall of 
Fame (Class of 1989) w1th 1.008 points. 

\tier his illustrious Cn1sadcr career. Mclane n:ceived a basketball scholarship 10 Duquesne 
l lll\-Crsit) - :.l national power 1n 1hosc days.. 

l\,klane was a thrt:l!-year starts:r at Duqu~sne Univ.:rsiry. ser\.'mg as team captain as a senior 
m 19• 5. \\ 1th 1hc Dulcs. he ldll1cd 861 pomis (11 ppg), 586 rebounds (8.1 rpgl and 127 assists. 
He passed away m W f 4 di the age of 61 . 

tin1shcd his career \\ uh I.Is~ pomts (a 12.2 avenge I, 462 rebounds. 139 assists and I JO 
stea s He 3\eraged 13 J points as a freshman and 

fed th1..~ tea~ :n I~ I as a sophomor~. Afh:r an lllJUry ph,gucd Jun or campaign, he ag.am t----------------------------------1 
led the team m .,cormg al 14.5 as a scmor. -\buls camcd all-Ohio Valley '\thkt1c Conference 
accolades fol lo",:ing his senmr campaign. 

Abuls was mduc1ed into 1he l)is1r1c112 llasketball Coaches Hall of Fame m 2015. 

Joseph 'JoJo' Blaha (Athlete-1980s) 
J.,.,eph •JnJ,1' Bia/ta t \\heehng Ce111ral Catholic. Class of 1983) In 

:1 school where athlc11c tradition runs deep. Blaha rates wnh the Maroon 
K1ughts • all-lime great,;. He was a firs1-tcam all-state honoree in three 
spons • football. basketball and baseball. 

While starring m all thf'l!c spons. Blaha's prep baseball cxplous "'ere 
staggering, 

He was a two-time all-staier ( 1981 J98J) He baued heller than 400 as 
a JUntor and semor. canung all-OV,\C and all-Valley first-team plaudits. 
He alSll helped lead \\ heeling American Legion Pos1 I 10 a pair of ~tatc 
champ1onsh1ps. highlighted by being selected 1n I 983 as the West V1rgm1a State Player of 
the Year. 

In f0<>1ball. Blaha wa.s a stud running back and led the team in rushing as a junior and 
senior. eclipsing the 1.000-yard mark as a senior. His ~all-toting efforts landed him all­
OV,\C. all-State and all-Valley plaudits. 

Thc vcrsatllc aud muhi-taknted Blaha "·a:-, a four-year bask1.·thall performer for legend­
ary coach Skip Pro.<.<cr. The Knights captured the 1982 state crown. their first as a member 
of the WVSS,\C. Central ad\'anced to the s1a1e toumamenl again the following year. The 
savy guard was ,01ed 10 1hc state all-toumame111 team in both 19S2 and 19S3. Blaha was 
a double-digit scorer in his linal two years in hoops. He was an all-OVAC. all-Valley and 
all-State honoree both of those seasons. 

Hiaha op1ed to con1inuc his baseball and a~~adcmic careers at Va1dll~ta State in Georgia. 
\\'here: he ~criJ'ICd another brilliam di1mond re~ume. lettering all four years. HI! wa-;; a 1wo-
1ime All•Amt!rican and two-time all•conters:nce honoree: during his co11egiare playing d:Jys. 
The s1amlou1 third baseman c:-.labljshcd dghl school records. He was a .339 career hincr 
with 43 home runs. 52 RBI, 178 runs scored and ~09 RBI. Blaha helped lead Valdosta to 
157 wins in his career. 

Daryl 'Boogie' Johnson (Athlete - 1990s) 
Daryl 'BooNie' Johrrso11 (Wheeling Park High School. Class of 1992) 

•· Jt didn ·1 maucr the sport or season for this Patriot. h< simply shined. 
While earning accolades in multiple spons. ii was on the football field 

where Johnson kfi his biggest impact. 
One of the best running games to (!Ver suit up in the Ohio Valley. 

Johnson rushed for more 1han 4, I 00 career yard~ and 56 touchdown~. 
He saved his bes, for last. punmg forth a highly memorabk campaign tn 

11.·hich he c:1rried the ball 12'1 times for 2.062 vartls and scored 31 t0uch• 
d1,.)wn~. During that s..:mor season in I Q9 I. Joh:\son had his biggest gam~s 
agamst the biggest opponents. Against Morgantou-n. Johnson carried the ball 9 umes for 231 
yards and four touchdo11.·ns m the first half alone. 

foJlowing that season. accolade~ fo11owecJ John~on as he wa.; named the rec1p11.:nt of 1hc 
Kennedy Award. which goes 10 the top prep player 111 tho Mountain State. as well as 1he 
Gatorade Player of the Year in the stale. He was also named founh-team AII-Amcncan. Along 
wnh thllsc. he was liN-team All-Stale, All•OVAC and All-Valley. 

Johnson was hsted 011 the AII-OVAC team 111 all three years of his career. 
In Fcbrum') of 1991, Johnson signed a :-.auonal Letter of ln1cn1 10 continue his football 

cart.·cr at Oklahoma S1a1c Uni,crs1ty. He made :m 1mpact early. accumul:mng more than 600 
yards of offense as :l freshman. bul Sa\\ his campaign cut shon due to a knee mJury. ,,~ a 
sophomore, he had gamed 300 yards. but a l'.'oll.Jrbone mjury endc:d his season and his JU111or 
year wu~ al:-.o cul shon \\ 1th another knee mJury 

On top of IHS football prowess at \\ heelmg Park. Johnson shined on the baseball field. 
He h.id a career baiting average of bcllcr 1han .400. mcluding two all-OVAC seasons as a 
sophomore and junior where he hit -➔~5 and .-120. rcspc-ct1vcly. 

Carl Fodor (Athlete• 1980s) 

Car{ F,.,J,., (\~cir Hrgh School. Class of 1982) - Fodor was a prolific 
three-year starter at quancrback for the Red Riders. He set the school 
career passmg record of2.090 yards (it lasted umil 2005) despite playing 
lln three losmg n:cord teams and m1ssmg S<:Vl.!ra] games wHh injuncs. 

,\s a senior. he was s1delinod from Weir's first three games with a col­
larbone inJury. In sc,cn .;amcs. he passed for 1.2 I 3 yards. eomplellng 74 
of I 65 passes w1th 8 Tl)s for a 1-9 record tearn In their wm over Mount 
View (27- 12). he passed for 269 yards. then second-best in school his1ory. 
Fodor earned second-team Class ,\,\A all-

state honors as well as all Valley and all-Mountaineer League plaudits. He wa., selected 
10 play m the IV. Va \lonh•South :\ll-Star Game m Charleston and quarterbacked the 'lorth 
(coached by Dave C.1sar) to an upset victory. 

Fodor also excelled on the diamond for 1hc R,-d Riders. He was a three-year regular center­
fielder who helped Weir cam a staie Class AAA state tournament berth with section and 
rcg.1011al mies including a 1-0 upset Region I semi-final win over John Marshall and OVAC 
Hall of Fame pitcher Chris Jones. He camed honorable mcmi,,n largest Class AAA all-S1a1e 
plus all-Valley (all-class) so,cond team. 

Fodor went on10 a record-setting career as Marshall Universi1y·s quarterback. He ended 
his Thundering Herd career holding vir1ually every passing record in school annals. The 
1alen1ed quanerback completed 416-ot~S 11 passes for 35 TDs. He established a Southern 
Conference record with his 6.627 passing yards. 

Fodor·s passing exploirs at Marshall earned him 1hc \Vest Virginia Amateur Athlct~ of the 
Year Award (now Hardman Award). He is 011e of only seven OV prep products who ha\'e 
won the s1a1e·s oldest award originated in 1933. The other six arc already honored by the 
OVAC: Chuck Howley. Lee Patrone. Zach Amedro. John (1-"uay) Fillie1.. Harold (Doc) 
Daugheny and Kenny Griftith. 

Fodor signed a ti'ec agent ~FL contract with the St. Louis Cardinals and was on 1he 
practice .~quad in 1986 before <igning CFI. contract with 1hc Calgary S1ampcdcrs where he 
played two seasons. He then played a season with Chicago in the Arena League before end­
ing his c:Jrccr with one season in Wh~chng ,._.•ith S1ccl Valtcy Smash. 

Fodor was inducted into the W. Va. Coaches ,\ssociation Hall of Fame plus halls of fame 
at Marshall and Weir. 

Josh Watson (Athlete - 1990s) 
Jo,/, Wat.""' (Magnolia High School. Class of I 999) -- Regardless if it 

w:1s track or cross country. this. fonncr Blue Eagle ran ... and he ran last. 
\Va1son is one of chc mosl dccora1cd di stance runners 1n Ohi1.-, Vallcv 

history. achieving impeccable success in both sport.<. • 
In his OVAC and West Virginia State Meet careers. Walson finished 

with 15 gold medals. including 14 individnal titles - the most in Ohio 
Valley history. 

Jn c:ro~s country. \Vatson bi:c:am-: th< first Magnolia harrier to wln the 
\Vest Virgmia Stare Champ1on~hip. ha:lping his ti:am 10 the state 1cam title 
as well. He also won the regional title and tinishcd second in the OVAC. 

Watson didn't stop there He won the regional and state championship as a junior and 
scncor. too. 

In the sprmg. 11 didn'1 maucr the distance. Whether it wa~ the 800. 1600 or 3~00. Watson 
took on all comers. His Jtm1or season. he finished as the high scorer m the Class A A,\ meet 
with 32 5 points. Those came via the state title in the ROO. 1600 and 3200 and he anchored 
the champion -lxROO team. He won the 1600 and 3200 at the OVAC and firnshed as runner­
up in the 800. 

\s a s:cmor. \\.atsu11 hdp(,.-d guide 1h1.· Blue l-~aglcs to lhc \\'csl Virginia Class A AA sta1c 
team u1lo thanks 10 scorm~ 32 more points. which includes repeats mall three of the indi­
vidual distance events and a runner-up finish 1n the 4x8. He was the O\AC champion mall 
three indh idual races and sci the OVAC. 3A record at the tmle at I .59.05. 

After high sch,,ol. \\-atson signed 10 compete m hoth spons at\\ 1lham & Mary He earned 
Academic All•Amencan honors m both sports and a Ph, Beta Kappa. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Leekycia Brown {Athlete - 2000s) 

J.,ekyda Brown (Monroe (.'emral High School. Class of 2005). This 
nghi-handcd ace lcncrcd 11 muhiplc spons durmg her 1,mc w11h the 
Semmoles. bm 11 was m rhe soliball pitching circle where she made her 
biggtst nnpact 

Brown led rhe Sem moles 10 rhc 2004 I)" isw11 111 Stare Champwnsh1p 
by p1tchm,c: ~Ver) mnmg of the 32 game season. (n the st::ue title game. 
.sg.sinst \\'hc1:lt:rsbuf!..:. Brown piLchL'd ::i cumplc.c game. striking out four 
and \\ alking t\\.O in a 1-0 \.·ictory. 

During that junior season. Brown finished wich a 0.62 ~arncd nm 
;.1veragc: and an aslou11d·ng 290 slrikL"OUts. S,11.!' pitch.:d nv fowt:r 1ha11 18 shutouts. She J lso 
shin~d a 1 th\! plati:. 

As J junior. Brown guided the Serninofes to the regional championslup game aud baned 
455. For her career. she was a 354 i mcr. 

:\I 1<>ld. dunng her prep car,-cr. Bw-.n linis~cd \\ith a 91-1(, record. 900 stnkcuuls and 
jus1 49 w~lks. She pitched nin~ no-hiu~rs lnd tivf! perfect games. At the time of her gradu~­
tion, she: hc[d the: Ohio rc1,:ord for conscculi~I! innini;s pitched v.rithout allowing a WJlk at 76. 

Obviously. plenty of .l(."Coladcs followed HrO\Vll. She: wa~ a first-tt:am .-\LI-Ohio si:lcction 
as a sophomore and junior She earned second-team accolades as a freshman and honorable 
mention as a s.:nior. She was named AII-OVAC liNt tc;1m four 1im1:s and w::as thi: E:.istcm 
Dislrict and OV,\C Play~r of 1hc Year as a sophomon.: and junior. 

Her prep e,ploirs earned a scholarship 10 :-Jorfol~ Sta1e University where she competed 
for four :,,casuns \s a freshman .. she was o;;uned th,; team\ Rooki<: ofth,: Year after leading 
the squad in hitting ( .B9) ar><I l:RA (2.6R) A, a Juni.,r. sn..: was named 10 111,; conference 's 
All-Academic Team and finished 10-9 in the circle wirh a 3.07 ERA She was named rhc 
tcam·s MVP follo"ing the season. 

,\long with softl>all. Br<>wn lcucrcd in baskerhall for the Scminok,. caming all-O\ AC 
honors, 

Class 
of 

2022 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Henry 'Hen' Healy (OVAC 'Contributor') 

Hen>')· (Hen) Healy (St John Central High School. Class of 1944). He 
CllJOyi...-d success as a head coach in t,vo sports ~t two l'onforcnc~ schools 
- St. John Central and Paden Ciry amassing an overall football record of 
11-.52.J and a baskcrball record or 151-4S and is one of only two OVAC­
f!rJ \.'0aches who won st:itc chmnpionship~ nl both spor,s (the other was 
Hall of l·amer Burdell "'J1mm, .. Car,;· of Weir High. 

Healy was a, Sr. John Cenrral from 1954-57. coach111g rhe school's only 
p,:rfcc1-reeord football re:im (9-0 in 1956) winch was led by Hall of Fame 
ru1tnnig bac~ Joe Maroon. He was named OVAC Coach of the Yea,· 10 
1957. His 1hree-year n.-cord with the Irish was 19-7. He was also head basketball coach three 
years a1 SK. wmnmg the OVAC Class,\ championship m 1956 and posnng a three-year 
re-cord of 39-1 S 

He 111owd on to Paden Ct1y. coachmg !here from J95~ 19? l. gmdmg the Wildcats 10 earl> 
suceess.:s in both foorball .tnd basketball. In football. he coached 15 yeai, with a record of 
98-45-.l wuh 1hrcl! unbt:uti.:n r~gular ~aSc.ms ~nd tlm .. ~ W!!st \/irg11ua Class A chmnp1onsl11p 
gamr: appt:arances. TI,e \'-. lldc:us won tht!fr first state crown m 1970 after losing m the finals 
twice to a powerhouse Monongah squ:1d led by 1he likes uf K~rry Marbu1y and '-1,ck Saban. 
Healy·~ 1959 ac1d 1963 teams wl!r~ unhcaccn. bu1 chc)' d1dn'1 compete: m thl.! two-learn slate 
playotls. His 196(, ream wc111 9-0-1. bm again didn't ma~e the playoff<. Amons the Wildcat 
srars of the 11111c were folurc SyrJcuse hack Dennis .. Oink .. Blau: future \\'VU bac~s Mike 
\.lclson and Larry .~ine; and Atccl1us ··.-\cc·· Lyl.:. brother of fu1urc Chic:Jgo llt!ars· d~fons1vc 
back Garry Lyk. In basketball. he coached Paden C,ty 10 a six-year record of 112-30. l11gh­
h~h1c-d bv the school's fin:l \\-csl V1n:1111a Class , scne mle 111 1%0. The 23-4 record learn was 
led b> l'vlarshall University recruit \Valier .. "look"' Sm111le. "lone ofh,s six W1ldca1 reams won 
less tl1an 15 games Heal~ also sen·cd as Paden Cny"s athleuc d1reccor and pnnc,pal. 

He played football and basketl>all al SL John ·s. then scrvc'<l m rhc S. \nny during \\, \\ I 
before aucnding West Liberty 'itate College where he was a four-vcar lc11er111an m two sports. 
graduatmg m 19, l He was a standout JI fullback Jnd defons,w l>ack under Coach Joe Banell 
and a fom·ard on the basketball team. He "as inducted mto the \\,est L1bcny \thlcuc Hall of 
Fame 111 1'>84 and the \\erid County Hall of Fame rn 2019 He passed awa> m 2003 311he 
age ot 6 

Natalie Perzanowski (Athlete - 20110s) 
Sntalie Per-..arrow.,ki (St John Cc~llml High Sch0<>i Class of2008), D1s1ance 

nu,11irn,! - "hcthcr II was m1ck or cros~ ~ountr.: Y.-'a~ the w;,, of hfc for tins 
fomier"l.ady Irish standout. • • 

l'erzanowski "°' a key cog in rhe Lidy lnsh track 1eam ·s lour-year nm of 
dommal1(.·c lhat S:J\\ them "·in two st.at'" champion~h1p. two stale runn .... -r-up 
u·oph,cs and four co1LS<.'Clltiw O\AC 111b. 

All told. sht: claim<d sevc:11 sm1e~lt."\·d medals in track. including wmrnng 
the 1600 and 3200 m~rer nm s1a1c tirlc-s m 2006. She also ha, a mo o rbro1vc 
ni.-dals in her collccrion along with • fifth and seventh n tl1c -lxSOO during 
2008 and 2006. n.'SJ)l.'Ctivcly. 

At the OVAC Championship. l'cr,.anowskt fim:,,:hcd w1.h 14 confcn:ncc t1ll-..-s. \\llUlltlY four l!Old~ 
as a ~phornorv and senior 

\t\¢1' hc::r sophomo~ Sl.!'ason. ~lk! wa.s nam~ rht! Eastem D1stnct"s f~male (\1hk1~ of rh-: Year. 
In cross counrr;. l'cr1.a11owski qu:ihlic-d 10 rhe OHSAA Srarc Mc-ct four timc-s and cam,'<l all-O1110 

in Ll\t\.'(' of those :ippt.•orancc-s. Hi:r 1,-:st fimsh l..'amc m 1007 when ~114.! cross'--d the line m third. She 
was founh a.< a junior and eighth a, a sophomor< 

She Wcl.'i IWIC\! (2005. :!006) the lWCra I O\AC' champion and 111 1004 an<l :wen \\:on lhl! Cla...;, 
IA':?A1i1k. 

Perwnowski was named Eastem Distnct.·\ rhlet< oftl1c Year lor Ol\·1sion Ill m lx>rh 200~ :md 2006. 
Along with her exploits on the li..1ck Jnd (C cou~. sh~ wa.-. J. tht\.'c-llm~ Ac.adcm1 ... • Alt-Ohm 

hotKJll."-! • n holh sports. 
Whik distance nmning was where she reall> ma<k her presence felt she \\1JS also an impact Jl"r• 

formc.:r for rhe Lady lnsh boskc1hall program dunng her fouryc'OTS. She sc,wd 991 can.-cr point<. had 
JSR steal,. passed out 306 a-sists and pulled do\\11 '97 rebounds. 

She was three limes hsred as tin:t team All,Eastem Disrnct and All-OVAC. while helping to 
kad her ream 10 dm.-c OVA{, t lk'S. She was sc-c,>11d-tcam AII-Oh,o as a Jtmkw :md was namc'<l !'lie 
Intelligencer Sophomore or ~,e Year 111 2006 and twice was Dis1nc1 1:? Player of the Year m 2006 
and 200~. 

Aftt.'t' high schcx:it J>cr✓.:mow!<>ki went to the Uni"'·crsll} ofTol1..'do to continue hc.!r nmmng can."Cr 

Dr, Dianna Vargo (OVAC 'Family') 
Dr. Dianmt ,"1. Vari:" (St Cla1rsv1lle High Schoo. Class of 19 '•). A rrue 

'"goodwill ambassad,,r· of 1he conference. Dr Vargo has rhe d1s1111c11011 of 
bcmg rhc firs\ female mcmbcrofrhcOVAC Exccuuvc Board when she came 
aboard in 200 I. and she remains the only lemale more than 20 )'ears later. 
She also ser.c,l 1wo yean: (200' -0S and 2()(18-0'I, as president ut the board 

Dr. Varg,, has done yeoman work a.s chainnan ofrhc George Str:ig,:r "facs11ng 
w1d1 rhc Stars .. Banquet JI Wheeling Park·, \\,~111e Palace. an event showcas­
ing the players. coaches. chc..-crlcaders and Quccn ofQu"-"\.:n can<lidatc..."S partici­
pating in the annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Sur football Game. 
The OVAC Van:ily Board was also the bm,nchild of Dr. YarJ,!0. 111e premise of the Van:ity Board 
which includc.-s two slu<.lt-nts (one bo). one ~irl) from a majority ofthc con"~n;m;c schools 1s 

"'empowering snodcs11•athletc-s to promote leadership. character and loio"lcdgc .. =id 111c ud,-s d1s-
1."Ussions on various topics such as spon.smanslup :md community U1\'0h·1.ini.:nt. 

Dr. Vargo is a 1981 !,'lllduare of Ohio Lnl\·cmty wnh u Bachelor or An, and Sc1.:ncc-s rn Ma·h­
cmatics. She! came.."<! a Ma.;;tl.!r of Arts in ScicnCt:IMa1hcm:llics Education from Wht.•ding Jf.!Suil 
Collei;,: in 1987. a Mosier of Arts in Educouon Admnnstrauon from \\-.:st V1rgn11a L1m,:rs11), 
in 1993 and a Ooc11..u-:.il ht Educ:.uional Lc.1dcrship from \\it.~t V1rg1ma Univ<..:rsity in 1009. Shc 
spent more than three decades with Ohio County Schools, fi~ as a math teacher and track/cross 
country coach al Wheeling Park High School in the early 1980s: served as assisr:mr principal and 
tlu.~ in 200 I. s.hc became high school principal at Park: ,tssisumt supcri1ttcndcm in 2005 ;m<l then 
111 2009. she was appomtcd the Dcput> Superintendent of Ohio Coumy ',chools In 2012. Dr. 
Vargo was nam~ Su~nrncndcnt of Ohu.'1 County Schools. serving m thJt -:'1-pacuy um1 ~OJ 6. 

,'\ f(.~idcnl of \Vh1...~liny. she ~tlsu serves on the CU)- of \\ h~-clmg Hall of Faml.! Hv.1rd :.md s 
a member of rhe Cit} of Whedrng Mun,upal C1v1c Scn·1ce Comm1ssio11 Dr. \"arj,!11 currer II) 
sen•cs as rhc Director of Graduate Educauon and Accelerated Ceroficahon for Tcachmg Pro­
gr.uns at \Vhc1.~ling University, 

Seth Staskey (\1edia) 

Seti, Studey (Shadyside High School. Class of 1998). There haw been 
members of the Olm> Valley media w11h lunger tenures than Sraskcy. but 
prohahly none more passwn.:ne about the conference ::ind its a thkttc pro­
grams. In 23 years (and hkcl~ for a1101hcr two decades or more). Stas~e~ 
has reported on spMting l.!\.t.:-llts up and down the Ohio Ri\cr -..'In hoth 
~ldt:s. m cvel') sport 11nagm:iblc. 

He started hrs Joumahsm career 'n 1999 at 11ie Times Leader. quick'v 
clc\·allng to the fl0~1~1on of s.p~1rts 1.·du~1r, In ::iJd1tion to ::irtidcs. column, 
and phmogrnphs app,c:irmg m the .:::astern Ohio ncwspap~r. his \\·orks :ilso 
appear regular!) 111 The l111elligcncer. Wlwcling News Regisrer ond Th• Herald Star. He is 
also a frequent guest srions commen1a1or fur WKKX Radio and \ \1 RF-TVi 

Staskey ~s il memb~r of the Ohio Prep S~ortS\vritr:rs Associ:illon. th1! Ohio High School 
Ath lc1,c Associatmn (OH SAA) Media Advisory Committee and a member of rhc OPSWA 
~.a,1 llistncl ~oothall. Boys Haskcrball and Girls Ha.sketball All-Star Selection Commiuee. 

H1s direct 111v1..1lvcrncnt \l,:uh thl! OVAC include~ serving 3S ::i mcmhcr of th<: Hall of Fame 
Con11ni11ee. rhe Track Committee. the Golf Commiuee and rhe Basketball Committee; 
handlmg media rclea<cs for rhe OVAC Rudy Mumlcy All-Swr fo,.11hall Game a11d OVAC 
<;amucl A. Mumlcy >.ll•S1ar l!askctball Classic: and he is the public address announcer for 
1he O\.A( Cal Gillin Track Championships al Red Devil Stadium in S1. Clain:v1lk. 

S1askc) also linds tune 10 umpire softball from youth kago~s 1hroug:h high sd,ool :is .t 

memher or the Ohio Valle} Board of Sol\ball Umpires. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Dave Cisar (Coaches) 

Dave Cisar (Bishop Donahue High School. Class of 1964) Cisar 
c:nf0\~d a historic coach111g carec:r Jt 

:l-13gnoli3 High School in New Martin,villc. W Va .. colketing an 
inacdihlc 1.0~ I comhined vietoric,s in baseball ,Ind football - the 
most in OV/\C history. 

In 48 years as head baseball coach. Cisar posted an R93-440 re• 
cord tmost wins in OVAC htstorv: sc.;ond all-time in Wc,1 Vir• 
ginia) \\ith nine OVAC loumame~t or regular season titles ( 1976. 
-~o. ·s~. ·94_ '98. 2000. ·01. ·02. 09 ►. 10 regional championships. 
on.: West Virginia Class AA State Championship (2006 with 2~-7 
record) and three state runncr•up finishes (1984, 2003, 2013). H,s teams enjoyed 
n me 20-wins seasons and Ii vc 30-win seasons. Cisar was the 2007 West Virginia 
State High School Bas<!hall Coach of 1hc Year. 

He went I 58-1()7 in 24 seasons as head football co:.ch with four OV,\C 
titles ( I 981. ' 91,'92, '98); seven WVSSAC playoff appearances (I 978, '8 l, '83, '86, 
'88, ·92 and '93) and three state runner-up finishes (1981, '92 and '93). He coached 
in the 1979 OVAC Rudy Mumky All-Star Fuotb:111 Ua,nc and the 1982 West Virgin• 
ia 1'orth-Soulh All-Star Football Classic. He was the 198 I and I 9RR Jn1elligcncer/ 
Wheeling :-:ews Register Football Coach of the Year. 
Cisar is a member of the West Virginia Baseb:11l Coaches Hall of Fame (2012 ), the 

Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame (!00.l). the Bishop Donahue Hall of 
Fame (2006) and 1hc West Liberty University 
A1hle1ic Hall of Fame (2021 ). He received the C:trl R. Hamill Award from the Dap­
per Dan Club ofthc Upper Ohio Valley in J'JQ3 and was named that group's C,,.Man 
of the Year in '.!OOQ. 

Terry Depew (Coaches) 
Tl!rry Di!p,,., (Jun,01a (Pa) High School. Class of 1969). This wrsa­

ulc coach spi:nt more: 1han a quarter ccnlury pa1roll11lg lhc "iddinl!s of 
Lockhart Alumni Field on the Linsly campus in Wheeling and he was also 
the valuable tight hand man to a fellow Hall of Farner with the highly• 
.;u,ces.;ful C;;der bascbal progr.m. 

Depew sen,ed as head football coach at Linsly for 26 seasons ( 1980· 
2005). puning togeth•1' a I 56-96• I career record. Thal includc-d the first 
three pcrfcc1 record 1c:1ms in ihc hi-;1ory of the private school which has a 
football lustory daun~ back to the late I 890s - JQ.Q in 19S6. 9-0 in 198' 
and 10-0 ·n 1996. 

Dc~w-coachc<l squads had two length) \\'inning sln.::aks - a school n:cord 16 str-Jight 
(1986-8&) and then 19 in , row (1989-90). He guided four teams ro Ohio Valley ,\thleric 
Contc:rence rn'es. winni~g in ·hrcc different divi,ions Class 3A in 1987. Class 2A m l<ISQ 
and Class I A ·n 19% ai d 2004. 

He coached the Wes1 Virginia squad in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 
riw 1imcs (1 98-1. '87. '92. '97 and 2005). Dere" who coached three Hall of Fame grid­
dcrs in Willie Clay. iiddie Drummond and Dan Stephens recei,ed the Carl Hamill Award 
for coaches from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 1n 1993. He was succeeded as 
Linsly's head football coach in 2006 by his son. B.J. Depew, "ho led the Cadets to their 
fourth unbca1en season ( I 0-0) in 2011. 

In 1he spring. Depew served as an assistant c,,ach under Hall of Famer Gary Sprague. 
helping lead the CadclS 10 13 OVAC championships. 

In addilion to his coaching. Dcpe-. - a 11a1ivc ofMiffiintown (!'a.) and a 197.l graduate of 
Bucknell University where he was a three-year lcttennan crn rhc Bison football team - served 
as Linsly·s business manager and lutcr as lhc assistant hcJdmaster. 

A scc(md ream all-state baseball player as well as the quarterback in football at 1---------------------------------­
Hishop Donahue. Cisar transferred to West Liberty State College after one year at 
Miami-Dade Junior College and was a three-year standout pitcher on 1hc diamond 
( 1967-69) and two-year caplain. 
The Hilltor,pcrs were 1969 WVIAC champions and went 30-S in kagu,• play 
during Cisar·s thre.: years on th<' diamond. 

New Martinsville named the road near the athletic fields "Dave Cisar Way". 

Mike Coyne (Officials) 
Mike Coyne (St. John Central, Class of 1967). for more than 

four dccadcs. the eas,ly-rccognizabl<: and highl)·•regarded Coyne 
mad-, his w3y up and down the basketball coun as an official before 
finally hanging up his whistle following the 2020-21 season at the 
Jg_c of 71. 

A -12-ycar acm·c member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved 
Bask<'tball Ofllcials (hes was awarded an honorary lifetime mem• 
bershir> ur>on his r-,1irement). Coyne worked ptintary in the Ohio 
Valh!y Athktic Conforcncc-. hue oOiciatcd g.am~"S throughout Ohio 
.ind West Virginia. All told. Covn-, worked a total of 24 state ba.sketball toumaments 
( 17 in Ohio a~<l :--c:vc:n in \\·'est Virginia) as well as countless scctional/distric.:L/rcgtonal 
level contests. OVAC Tournament games and OVAC Samuel A Mumlcy All-Star 
Basketball Games 

(. oyne also refereed the highly-publicized ,natch-up lc:atunng Le Bron James and 
Akron S1. Vincent-St. Mary against Carmelo An1hony and Oak H,11 ,n Columbus in 
:?002. 

Coyne was honored with indueti,>n into the Ohio High School Athletic Assodation ·s 
Ofllcials Hall of rame in 2008. He was named the OHSAA Official of the Year in 
! 990: the District 12 Baskc1ball Coaches Assoc1a11on Otlicial of the Year in I 989 and 
the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association OrTicial of the Year in 20!9. 

He was the first mduc1,.., into the Cancer Resc.1reh Classic Hall of Fame in 2020. having 
worked at least one game in each oftlte tirsr I 2 y<:\lrs ofrhe prestigious hoops ewnt. 

He reccivoo ill1 Outst,tn<ling :\chic"~~ncnt /\\\:,rd from thc Cppcr Ohio Val l~y DappcT D·.in 
Club in 1992anJ wos the =•picmofthe OVAC Robert Daw~n Officials Award in ~0~1 . 

Jim Capito (Athlete· 1950s) 

Jim Capito (Bellaire High School. Class of 1'158). A school and 
Ohi,1 Vall9· sprint and jump rccord-scncr. he earned three All-Valk> 
track honors including four evc:n1s as a senior: t 00-yard. 220-yard and 
440-y3rd dashes and long jump. 

,\.,; J senior. he :,;ct Big Rc<l:•i° ~,.:111,,oJ records in the .!20 (:!:!.0). 440 
(SO$) and in the long jump (23-10 I 121. the laner an Ohio Valky record 
which lasicd 30 years until 1988. He was the individual top scorer in three 
major meets • OVAC. Bellaire Relays and the District meet qualilicr for 
the OhJo statw: me~t where a leg injury ended his pr~p carec:r. 

He set OVA(' records in the 100. 220 and long jump. ,\t the prestigious Bellaire Relays. 
he won the 100. 2!0 and set a meet record of 51.25 in 1he 440. 

As a junior. the Big Red was All-Valle} in three events and placed seventh in the 220 al 
lhe Ohio State Meet for ,\II-Ohio honors. He also sci an OVAC and Martins Ferry Relays 
220 standard and set two Bellaire Relay., r.-cords. He anchored a sdtl>ol-record 880-)'ard 
relay unit marl< of I ·33.S. 

In his sophomore season. he tied the 220-yard mark of 23.3 :.11 the Bdlairc Rct!lys. 1hc 
arca ·s lop invitational regular .-.cason ml!'cl during 1hJL era. 

He also wos a member of Big Reds foothall and l>askctball 1cams. 
His track exploils siarted as a freshman when he was the md,vidual top scorer m the 

OVAC Frcshmat1 M \.-Ct by wanning lhc I 00 and 220 sprinis. attchoring 1hc winning spnnt 
relay unit and placing second in the long jumr. 

Edmund DiBacco (Officials) 

Edmund DiBa,·co (Follansbee High School. Class of 1%9). He began 
calling balls and sttikcs right out of high school and became a fixture on 
high school and college baseball diamonds for 34 years (1969-20021. 

Di Bacco worked at the highest lc,cl in West Virginia prt:p ranks. 
umpiting six WVSSAC Stare Tournaments in either Parkersburg or 
Charleston. He also had 31 West Virgm,a Sectional games and 20 
Region 1 Tournament games to his credit along with eight Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Tournament games. 

DiBacco also spent 31 years work mg college baseball contests. mclud­
ing the NCAA Division Ill Regional Toumamen1 in Marietta and home games for countless 
teams including Bethany, West Libeny, Washmgton & Jefferson, Pitt, West Virginia. Kent 
State. Duquesne. Pomt Park and LaRoche. 
He also had 31 years with Amt:ritan Legion actiun. indudinl,t ~1ght \Vest Virgm1a Suttc 

Tournaments, six National Legion Regional Tournaments and the 1991 American Legion 
World Series m Bo)·enown. Pa . 
DiBacco umpired at the U.S Olympic Trials m 1992 m M1llmgton Tennessee. 

Roger Holdinsky (Athlete - t950s) 

R11,:cr Ho/din>k>· (Mounds,,ille High School. Class of 1958). Football 
and track IA.We his best sports but he competed m four sports as a Troian 
and thn:l' sports al West Virgini.J Unevcrslty. 

As a prep senior. he J.-d the Trojans to a 9• I record and was lirst team 
,\II-State Class AA. first teamAll•OVAC and co-captam of the All-Valley 
"Big School" selections He led state largest class scoring with 129 pomts 
while "Mr Everything", accordmg to the All-State release, also passed, 
quick kicked. l)Unted. kicked off and booted co,wers,ons. and played 
dcti:nsc. He rushed for I.I 06 yards ,,n 163 carries (6.8 avg.). 

The Trojan flash scored 19 TDs. added 125 PAT, and passed for two TDs. He averaged 
50.7 yards on seven quick kicks and intercepted eight passes on defense. He amassed 1.753 
.:ill-purpose yards in 10 games for rushing. passing. returns and inlcn.:cptions. 

He also was captain and top scorer as a senior basketball player. A four-year football and 
basketball perfonner. he also comp-,1ed rwo each year in baseball and track, where he was a 
sprinter, jumper and pole vaulter. 

The 5-foot-11. 160-pounder eamcd a foo1ball scholarship to West Virginia U .. where he 
not only was a four-year perform« (one year on the freshman team and three varsity letters 
as a 1wo-way back and kick returner) and 1hc Mountaineers· lirst varsity athlete to lener in 
three unrelated spons in sev.:ra[ years. 

He was a record-seiting track sprinter•jumpcr with a school-record ~ I .S seconds for 220 
yards and 46--foot. 4-inchcs for the hop. step and jump. He won the Southern Conference 220 
as a senior and was wvu·s tor !rack scorer his last 1wo years. He also kttcrcd in swimming 
and earned WVU's "Outstanding Minor Spons Athlete" award for 1962. 

Despite lus size. he was dr~fled by 1hc Green Hay Packers in the 15th Ruund (210 overall 
pick) of the 1962 ~H, Draft. but opted to re1um home for employment. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Bruney (Athlete - 1960s) 

Hnh Bruney (Martins Ferry High School. Class .,r 1%0). He was a 
football-wrestling standout for the Purple Riders beflm: joining the Qhi,, 
SIJh: Univt:rsity footb;ill program 

Known as "Bullet Bob". the 5-foot-9. 165-pound two-way football 
back averaged six yards a carry for the I 0-0 record Fer!)· team which 
won OV,\(.' Cla~s AA hollllts m I 9~Q ,mcJ ".1s ranl1.'<I nmth in the Ohiu 
lar:gest Class AA poll. He eani«I All-l'd<tern Ohio ~onors. second teom 
AII-OVt\C and honor.ib e memion 011 the largest Class AAAll·Ol•io team 
Jl defensive back. 

In wrestling, he was a s1andou1 oo th< s~cond and third wrcs1ling teams al the sd1t.l0f which 
were coached by Hall of Famer Johll (Cork}) Vroisos. ,\s a Junior. he was OVAC nrnner-ur 
Jt .145 pounds before impro\ing as u senior It.) O\'AC l S➔-pvund d1ampion. dlstrkt titli!-l and 
th1rJ pl.lee in the Ohio ch.;:nnpionship,;. The senior 1.:0-capcain ,p,.mcd a 22-1 record. 

He we111 on to pin)' football at OSU where he earned tw" varsity leucrs ns a deti:nsivc bac:k 
after being 11 sophomore meml,,;r or inc I% I team wfli<h went 8-0-1. won the B,g Ten ( on­
fen.:n~c: utk. dlld w.:is ra1,ki:d \Jo 2 nation:1lly in both wire .;.._:rvice polt ... 

,\t\er college. he ,ervcd as Ferry·s head wres,ling coach ( 197(,. 77). football coach ( l 974-
78) and athletic director ( 1985-94). He was a WTestling official for 17 vcars and is inducted 
into lhc Martins Ft:11)' J\1hk1k Hall of Fame anJ thi: si:hool • 
Wrestling Hall offame. He received the OVAC's Mr. Mat award in 1995. 

Brnncv·s Ferry foo1l.,all ,oachmg rec:ord was 26-2-1 alier coaching Ironton Hiuh ( 1966-71) 
to a 29-29-2 mark mcludmg 9-1 in his final season. 

0 

Courtney Snyder (Athlete· 1970s) 

c,,u,11re>· Snyde, (Steubenville High School, Class of 197 .ll. The 6-2. 
_l 90-pounder enjoyed a tremendous senior season for Big Red. playing 
m a 1}\lv.er-ladc:n lt~gU¢ that featured teams such as Massillon. Canion 
McKinley. Warren Harding and :SHlcs McKinley. 

Snyder rushed for 1.039 ) ards and 11 TDs in nine games as a se11ior. 
a seaso11 in which Coach Abe Bryan·, Big Red went 7-3. He also landed 
13 pas~cs for 161 vards. 

The legendary Steuhenv11le gnd boss called Snyder. '"the best all­
around back l"vt: sc~n this year. mcludmg our opponcms:· 

Snyder garnered Clas, -\AA All-Stale. ,\11-OVAC. -\11-\'allev and ,\II-Eastern Distrtc. 
gnd honors. ~ 

He wa, also a stand<>ut for the Big Red hoop squad. eammg first-team All-O\AC. Cl3ss 
/\AA pl:1ud1t<. 

~he t~lcntcd runner w::i~ re~ruitt.!d by a hc.'lst 1.lfDivision [ schools, finally opting for Indiana 
University. coached by Lee Corso. Snyder scripted a tremendous career with the Hoosiers. 
canting a sl3rting bc11h as a freshman. 

Snyder hit the ground running in Bloomi11gto11. es1ablishin{! school l'ecords for seas@ 
and carcc!r rushing y~r~s after ~1is first three years. He \.\.'as namc:<l first-team All-Big Ten :is 
a sopho1m.m: aft..:r gammg l.::!:>4 yard~. and w;ts tagged .;~•c,.md-11,:am All-Big Ten team as a 
junior after gaining J. I 03 yard~. ,\s fotc would have ii. his s~uic.)r ,-;cas1.m was cut shon in his 
first game after just five <:-arrics for 8 yards. 

~is career totals arc 631 rosh~s for 2.7R9 yards. He was a Hoosier grid co-caplain as ~ 
S\!11101: He w:is featured on th.: co,·c:r of:,, prcscason national media guide, promoting All• 
America and Heisman Trophy Award candidates. C,1rso. now an ESP:-! Game Day celebrity. 
called Snyder. '"the- best runnlllg b:.ick f'vi: i;vcr ct.i~ti:hcd." 

Lori Heady (Athlete - 1980s) 

l.ori Htady (Buckeye Trail High School. Class or 1980). Heady w:,s 
1,(1thi11.g :,;h1,,)rt ,)f domin~ung for Coach D3\.C Linn·s h;,skctball iu2.• 
g~m:iut. • -

The talented 6-foot center tallied I .59-1 career points during her illus­
trious rr:ul career. Her final three campaigns Sil\\-' Linn's \.·hargc,.. com­
pik a 71 •4 record i.i.·hil.: advancing to the st:itl! wumamcnt i:.:ich season. 

,\s a senior. Hl·a<ly avcragi:d 19 points and l 2 rebounds P",!r contt:st. 
She garnered fir<Hcam AII-Ohi,, honors from both the UPI and AP. Both 
wire scrvkcs named her 1he Crass A Ptayi:r of the Y~ar. 

Dur111:; her final cainp:tign at Trail. she held led her team 10 a sparklmg 26-1 record. The 
lone bh:mbh cam<: in 1he slate championship game. foUing h) ,\-1ansfo:ld St. P~h:r·,.., (,,1-j7. 

She was a first-team All-OVAC. All-District I! and AII-East,:m District selection while 
also being named honora!>le mention i\11-,\merican. She pl.wed in the OVAC and District 
1 :'.! all-star i:?;30H:s. • 

As a junior. H\!ady "'as 3n lllh:'grol part 111 Trail capturing the covc1ed ~late haskctball 
7lrnmplonship. The \\'arrior-; 1,;appc.:d a sp.lrkling ::!J-2 season by downing Holgate. 51-3::!~ 
111 th.; Cfass ;\ t1tlc tilt. She was :l fir,_;1.1cam All-Ohio selection as she averaged 15 points a 
game. Heady was a third-1c;im all--statc honoree :1.s a sophomore, a campaign i11 which she 
avcr3g1,-;d 16.5 points p~r1.~oot~s1. 

Trail am~1sscd a surx:rb 22· 1 record in hc.:r sophomorc ..;eason. The lone blemish came at 
the hands ofSmilhv,lle. 41-38. in the Class A ,1a1e wurney s,:mitinals. 

Hc:1dy co1uinucd her baskct!>all car\.''-'' at the University of Charleston. She earned three 
lcucr-:. on the i:olh:g1atc: h:,c.:I. ni;rnn1,; 873 carc..:r point :md ~07 n:bounds. Heady helped 
Charleston pocket thrc~ \\ VIAC regular-season ~rowns and two conforc"nce tounrn.ml'III 
champ,on,h,ps. Charleston reached 1he :',1,\1,\ :--lational Tournament twice. 

Hcadv \\as prl'\·iou:-;I:,. mducted 11110 1hc l·a~t Gucmsl.!)' Bucke)1c ('rail :md D1sln..:t I:! 
Basketball Coache:< Assoc1a11011 halls of fame. 

Gary 'Tony' Marvin (Athlete· 1960s) 
Ga,y "Ton)•" !t1ar>·i11 (Wheclmg High School. Class of 1%21. One 

or the most honored prep athletes in \~ lldc:at histurv. he earned llllte let­
ters as a thn!c-sport regular ;md si:l"\'c<l a:- te:l.m c~--ca.ptain 111 foo1b:1II, 
basketball and track. 

In bask~tbatl. he scored l .399 c;m:cr points (22 .5 d\.Crng.;) in ihn:l~ 
sc:1sons. one: of the top two 1otals •n st~ool h~sto1y. As a s.:tw:lr. he aver• 
~ged .::!5.0 pomts and eami:d tics1 team all-dass "Big ,\II-State·· plus 
C'ass AAA and UPI .\11-StJlc. He w:is first learn 1\11-OVAC C'JSs AAA 
captain and co-car1ain or th,: All-C ity ,cam. As a jur ior. he averaged 22.1 
points on an rs.; rtL·ord ,~am whkh won scc1iom1J and n:gion.:ll wl~s to qualify for the slat-.:: 
cvc:m. where he was all-tournament He camed lirst team AII-OVAC. AII-Citv and third team 
ali-das:-; "Big AII--Statc··. A~ a sophomore. he ~vcrag~d 20.J points :.md can;ed ~~cond te:lm 
AII-OVAC. honorable mention all-class "Big All-State" and was the only sophomon, on the 
firs, 1cam \11-Citv 

In football. th; 5-foot l l . 145-ruund l\vo-way back was selected Mr. r-o,,thall and Wildcat 
tt:am MVP as a senior when hi: \\a~ first tt:am A11-OV:\C larg:ic"st Class AA:\. second team 
All-Valley "ll1g School". second ·1ea111 All-Sime "A \t\" and c:ip1ai11 ,,r \11-Citv 1e:1m. As a 
junior. he was second team AII-OV,\C Class Ar\,\ and All-City after t>cinc hono,;;blc mention 
All-City as a sophomore. ' 

Hi.: blossomed as a senior i1l tr-Jck when he wus chc l.:ading scorer in iht: all-dass OV:\C 
Tmck Meet \\.ith 17 pomt!-. the second highest total 111 ::m m1..~ts at the tim!i!. He wi1n the 440• 
yard ~nd 220-~ard_ spnnts. placed second in the I (10 and tied for third in the high jump. He also 
\\.'On utlcs at the City Mccl~ Steel Valky L'-,'aguc M!!ct and th~ regional before placing tuurth ln 
llw -1-10 at the\\ .Va. Class ,\A,\ State Me,:1 111 Charkstun. He earned All-Valley track hon,>rs. 

At Marshall. he was a basketball walk-on and ,·ompeted on the freshman team . 
. Aft.er ~ollc:gc .. hc was ;t long.11m~ Olm,l County bask~tball l'oach/as~is1ant coach rn Ju111or 

high. Junior varsuy ~nd at Whc~hng Park High School. 

Richard Summers (Athlete - 1970s) 

Ri<'l,a,d Summl'r> (S1s1,:rsv1llc High School. Class of 1978). This bas­
ketball scandout put up some prolific numbers while performing for the 
Tigers. earn mg the mckname "Radar Richard:· 

Summers fin,shcd wtlh I ,824 career points before heading off to Con­
cord Col lc"gc where he played for 1hrcc sca.-..ons. 

The 6-2 dand) ~,vcragt:d a whoppmg 3R.1 po1ms per gomc as a sc1t1or 
( 1978) the h1i,,hes1 total smc~ S1. John CentraJ's Allan Homvak's 41.9 in 
1969 As a rcsull. he wa~ the lt.lfl scorer in the state tlmt sca~; .. n. 
That s::imc se::ison. Summers scor<d 74 points in a 113-8S ,1,·in over '-"'irt 

County. He also tallied games of 59, 
55 and 54 that wint.:r. 

He was accorded first-team honors for the All-W. Va. Class A. OVAC Class A and AII­
V:illcy Small School teams. 

As :1 junior. Summc~ :wcrag.i:d ::!6.1 roin1s. seventh hcs1 tn the s1a1c. He h:d lhe Tiger, to 
a 20-5 campaign, falling to Gauley Bridge in the stale semifinals. The talented sharpshooter 
was first-team AII-W. Va., AII-OVAC Class A and All-Valley "Small School''. 

Summers enjoyed a :-parklic,g sophomore sca~on. a,·1.~raglng 17 points a contcsl a~ Si~11;0.. 
ville compikd :t .:21 ~3 campaign. He w;is ;i third•tcam AII-Vollev ~election. 

Summ~rs has also si:riptcd a superb coaching n:sumc. g.uidjng the Tykr Consolid:ncd vol­
lc>hall tc~m 10 much succcsi. 

Jeff Woofter (Athlete· 1980s) 

J~ff "'""Jier (Oak Gkn Hi~h School. Class or 19SI ). Woofter wa, 
a football. wrcs1li11g and track star for the Golden Bears. It was ,,n the 
gridiron. howev~r. where the 6·5. 13S•pound~r made h1s biggest impact. 
follow;ng. in the foot~tcps of olJer hro1hcr. Jim. who :-.tarred at Tennessee. 

\Vooftcr was a lhrec-y..;ar stancr (m the otlCnsi\·1! line and linchac-ker 
for Oak Glen whik also handling the punting chores. During his seni<>r 
campaign. he was 11mncJ fi~Hi:am Alt-\V. Va. in Class ,\,\A, 11rsHcam 
All-Valley and first-team AII-OVAC. The Golden Bears enjoyed a win­
ning campaign that foll. m;irking just 1hc fourth slu.·h season in sd100I 
:mnat..;. 

An cxclam:11ton pllint on his banner senior l"iUllpaign was \VooCtc:r rL'Cl.!ii.·ing the co\'dcd 
Hunt /\ward. whkh is prcscnlftd lo rh1.: \Ve.st Virgini.> .-\ll•Class Lin<man of th.: Y¢:1r. 

He charted 120 tackles at lin1..~ha1:kcr as a senior ,i.·hllc picking off 1lm:c pas:-l-.,. i:o\'cring 
three fombles and forcing fi"~ others.Woofter topped all Ohio Valley punters with a 40.7 
avcragc. 

As a junior. he \\-·a~ :.icl·urdcd sci:ond·lcam All-Sta.ti; honors whClc being 1abtH.:d lir~l-lcam 
AII-OVAC. He graded out at '10 peree111 blocking c1licien,:y before grading 91 percent as 
a senior. 

\Vooflcr ·-s hulk aml athklil·i~m !coded thr;msi;lvcs nicdy to 1hc baskcthJII hardwo1)d. He 
was a three-year hoop Staner for the Golden Bears. n~uing more than 800 i:arcer points. 

He was also standout in track and field. earning three leners. He qualilied for 1he \\est 
Virgtnia state meet in 1hc sh\)t put and discus 1wo yc:.ir,.., placing thlrd as a ,..cnior in the di~us 
with a toss of 153-S. 

Ath:r rli!ctiving hJs Oak Gtcn diplom;i. \Vooftcr took his immcnsl! grid skills to Penn State 
Un1vl·rsi1:,. chom,ing the.: \liltany Lions l.w~·r somi.: 50 Divhdun r offc~. Woofla "·as a t\\0• 
year starter for Coach Jue Pa1,:rno in Happy \'alley. 

He 1s ~um:nlly lhli! sup!!rmtcndcnt for 1he B°"rbour Count;, School D1s1nct He prcnousl~ 
served :ts Ha11eock Coumy shcn ff. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Darin Ford (Athlete· 1990s) 

Darin Ford (Cambridge High School. Class of 1990}. :-1:une the sport and 
this fonn1..-r Bobcat 1~h1m.-d bnghtl~ 
All told. Ford canl<:d IO varsity ktters for the Bobc3ts. including lhr<" m 
football and baski:tball and four m ,nck and field. 
It was i11 footb311 when, ford m3dc his biggcsl 1111paCI T"1ce nam,-d to the 

Assoc,ated Press. All-Oh10 first team m 
O,v,s1on II. ford lin1shcd his career wilh 3,697 rushing yards, which cur­
rcnllv ranks sc'C<'lld m Cambndgc High history He had a smglc game of 3S8 
~•rds again.st 7..:inesvillc. wluch stoll stands as a school n.'Cord. Along with 
1hc afon.111t.1111011<-d All-O1110 accolade. Ford was named ,\11-Easlent D1smc1 m D1v1s10n II .IS :i 
sophomore, Jumor and senior The latter two seasons. he was named Otrcns1ve Back of the Year. H<• was also n.-cog,112,-d a., l'irst-T,-am AII-OVAC as both a JU1>10< and semor and he wa.< n:un,-d 
10 th.: All-ECOL squad. 
On the hardwood. Ford finished his career with 1,026 points, which currcnlly stands as fourth­

mos1 lit CHS lustory He was named third te:im All-Ohio as a sei11or after a campaign in which 
he averaged 20 points a game He was named second team i\11-0VAC Class MM and firn team All-D1S1ni:t 12 as both a Junior and senior. Ford was a pan of the first Bobcats team to play m \he O1 ISAA Di,ision II State Tournament in 1988 and was the first player to make a 3-poinl shot in 
lht: :-tat~ IOUl'llam~l\t. 

Spi;,-d was 1hc name of 1he game in the spring for h>nl as he shine'(( in the shon spnnts. He r.in I OJ\ m 1990 m 1hc I 00. which 11,:d I>oug Donley·, school n.'C(>rd. and 22.34 as 3 JUn10r 111 the 200. 
which is the dmd-b<-s111me. He ran 111 the D1v1>1011 II smemc:.,t asp.1nofthe Bob<·ats·➔x 100 relay. wl11cl1 clocked a school-n.-cord 11mc of 4~.74. He \\3., n:un,~i the 1eam ·s most ou1sianding track 
P'-~'-'lnnc.."f a." a Jun10r and senior. 

Ford was nam.-d the rec1p1en1 of 1he Cambndge High School Ra~ Volz Award. which goes 10 th1.: "dwol'~ most t.lt.llSl3nchng: m3IC ,uhlt.,c. H..: was. also mdlK.·1'.-d .JS (l3Jl \'1fll11; chancr cla.,.; of 1t-: 
Cambndgc High School Athletic Hall ofFamc in 201-. 
.\fler lus prep care.:r. ford went to the Uniwrsit} of Akron where he played foo1ball and lettered twice He played pnmarily on special learns 1n 1992, worked his way mto the o!Tcns1vc rotation n I 993 b> <1anmg four games. He amass.-d 202 yard~ rush mg. 194 yards rcceivmg and saw ac­c,on as a 

punt rctunl<!r. He wa, a team <-aptain for 1he Zips m I 994 and wll<!n he r.inkcd second 011 the team 
with 45 carnes for 205 yards I le was named an Outstanding Senior Award winner and an Offcn­st>e Back of the Year award wiMer 

He plays-d pmfes,io11al f0<>tball 111 Eunipc and had a tryout" 11h the Hamilton ·ng<..Cal< of 1he Canadian FOOlball Leogu.:. 

D.J. Duke (Athlete· 2000s) 
D.J. Duke (Riw High School. Class of~009). Although he shin«f in foot­

ball. it wa.s in the .,hot put circle when: this fonner l'ilot left hi< bii;gcst imprint. 
Duke wa.st.-d lillle time as...:ning him.«:lf into the Ohio V:llk.-y throwing =•~. He launched the shot put 10 a mark ofb<ncr than 50 fe,:1 a.s a freshman. 

«>me1hing rciy seldom accomplished. He qualifi"J for 1hc OHSAA Division 
Ill stotc meet that sca.<on. hut he didn ·1 rest Ort his accomplishme1M<. 

During the winter. l>l!forc his sophomore season. Duke cxpmmemc:d wilh 
!canting how to spin. which for a shot puuer is high risk. bu1 high r<.·ward. He 
cam,..'<! a n:tum tnp to the <l.ltc 1111.-..1 after claimini1 the district tilk and toc 
sil,·cr m.'<131 m the regional. 

Continuing 1<> "ork on the spin. Duke mastered the trJde prior 10 his junior season. He pu1 forth on und<:fca1ed campaign that culmin:ttcd with his fii,.~ Oi\•ision Ill siatc ch:1mpionship. which he daim.-d witl1 a mark of 60 (~-.,1. which was nearly four fe,:t b<n~ lhan his nearest competi1or. 
S1ill. 1hougl1. there was motivation for Duke. who found himself compi;ting against th<.: ,ape 

111<":lSUrC in most me<.'I.< dUling his ""'iorcampaign. He won those eomp<titions. 100. Duke d,:fcn&.'CI his st:tie championship with a state me.:1 and stat.:-record m:ui< of 66-~ 114. Tl1a1 prc"·•-d 10 b,: 1hc 
fi!U1 time h<· broke the state n:curd his senior season. 

All told. Duke won four OVAC and disnict ch:lmpionships and lhn.>c regional titles. As ,>f 2022. he stm owns the sf3tc meet ::md state record. 
Duke cumpet<"<l in the Nike Outdoor Na1ional Tr.1ck and Field (fompiooships in ~009 and 

,;amcd AU•.~1Tk.'1ic;;t !<itat\b with ~ ~Lxlh•p~"\: tini-.h. 
On top ufthc shot pu~ he abo worked himself into a solid discu, 1hrower. I le po,t<-J the top mark in tll\!' 0\'AC ~ a M:nior at 159• 7. I le abo qualified 10 the :,talc: rl\\.'\:I a::, a :,tnior. Duke rumed do,-11 scv,:rnl Division I track oiler.; 10 an,nd Division II power Ashland l.iniwrsiiy. He qu.,lificd for 1hc :SCAA Oivi,ion II n.,1ional meet 001h indoor and outdoor and camcd ,\ If. 

1\mt:rica hOr'1t.ln. in hod,. 
Duk1.t::, rruw"~~ on dx: r°"tb:.tll field w·.1s also impn.-::,sh:c as he ...,,1,-, a fou.r-yc~r mains1..,y aklftb 

00th line:., for th.: 1>1101~. He "·a.,; 11~m1.XI Fir.-.1-Team Art-Ohio Di,•i::,ion VJ ;,1.llc:r hb junior and senior seasons as well as Eastcm District D-Vl Defensive Player of the Year twice. Ile also took part in the OY,\C AII-S~" Foolball Game. 

Eric McGhee (Athlete· 1990s) 
Cuni• ,l·f<-Ghee(Whe,:ling Central CaL'lolic, Class of 19931. It didn·1 mat 

1cr what the sport was. 1!11s former M;troon Knight 1s one of the most 1mpres 
~ivc 10 cvl!r we3r a C(.'Tltral unifonn. 

Though he lettered mull1plc times in three sports. 1t was ,,n the foo1ball field 
where McGhc-c left his biggest impa•I. 

McC.hce iall1<.-d an impn:ssivc 4.48~ all-purpose yards dunng two sc:ison< 
as the clucf op1100 for the K11111hts. Included in that 101al are 3.883 yards 
rushing and he: also sc.:ored ,&8 touchdowns. 

A, a scn1<>r. tvkGlk.'C did th<.: bulk ofthal damage He actuall) led the ,·mire 
OVA( and state of Wcs1 Virginia in rushing yards en route 10 placing 1h1nl in the \Oling for the 
pn.:st1g1ous Kcnm .. -xly ,'\ward. 

Hctrailcdonl) OVAC Hallof~3mcrMarl..Csara td futun: ProFOOlhall HallofFam<.-rRandyMos, 
111 the voung. Ouri11g that season. McGhee posted 2.690 ofth.: i foreme.11ioned J I-purpose vards. He rushed for ~.330 stnpcs and scored 30 touchdo\.\ns 011 314 carries. Dctcns1vely. Mc<.,hcc left ,·s 
marlt •s \\ell. lally111g 66 tackk< and six im<-n.,11 iors. He as<> puitc-d w·tJt an impn.-ssivc 38.7 )-.1--d average. Dunng his Jumor campaign, McGh.:., accounted for 1.797 all-purpose yards in 12 
i;anto:s. He rushed for 1.453 yards and IS touchdowns. l)eli:nsively. he posted 79 tackles :ind an 
mtcn.:t...,>tion. 

Obviously. McGheos fine seasons did not )lO unnouced. He was named to the \\est V1rg1n1a AII-Stmc Class,\,\ team_ \11-0VAC Jnd \11-\allcy squads. He wa, a co-captain of the big-school 
~aJ as a :,.4,,.•mor. He c.:imcd all of the: same a<.-colack.~ :is a jun1tu Since his prep c-Jn..'\:r '-'tldctl. he was named to tl1e Top 50 Ohio Valley Football rtayer; of the lasl 50 )ears b) the Wheeling 
newsp:1~~. 

On top of football. 11,kGhec was a lhrt'\!•ycar mainsta) m haske1ba I and hasd>all He ca!ll<."<l All-OVAC. ,\II-Valley and All-West ViJ1l1ma honor; 111 both sports. He dlso played m tlte OYAC ,\II-Siar Game m all thn.-.: of his chief spons. 
Aner graduatmn. McGhec acecpt,'<I a scholarship 10 pla) at 1he v m,cn;11v of Pi11»bu11;, a, 

a defensive back. He put forth an 1mpressne career w11h 1he Panthers. kllenng four 11111.:s. He limshcd 111s car..-.,," ith 244 tackles. which sull mnks III the top 25 111 riu histor; He ser-<'<i as a cop1am dunng the I QQ7 ,._-..<011. 

Stephanie Morgan (Athlete. 2000s) 
St~p/1a11i~ Morgan Barnesville High School. C.ass of 2009) T.1e term 

·b.,..,-Jl<-st of all tune· gets thrown around qu11c frcquc11.ly. HO\•evcr. when II 
comes 10 Ohio Valley female distance runnmg. the acronvm GO,\:I is otallv 
accurate. 

Morgan amved at Barnesville H1~ a tier compet ng as an eighth b'111d<:r ,nd 
fn.-shman in Clarks1on. Mich. Her family moved back to the Ohio Valley in 
the summcrof2006 and as it p,:rtains 10 distance runnin[t. records and awards. 
1hc: n:sr is hi~tury. 
Morg.Jn wasll.-d linh: lime in a.~sL'l1ing herself in the Ohio prep running $<:enc. 

Aller finishing fifth in the Division Ill state crms country meet. Morgan basically never losl another race inside the state of Ohio. 
A II told. Mo<Ban claim,-d eighl OHSA A siate championships. She won a p:1ir ,,fems< country titles in 2007 and 2008. She didn 'l just win those races, she ran away from the field. As a junior, Mol\l'ln broke the tap.; in 17:27.36. which m,s 61 sc-co11ds fos1cr 1han her near..-st compctiwr. 
Mori;an won thn:cOVAC cn,ss counn,· titk-s. 1hn.-., dislrict titb and three rc-gi0rtal CT0\\11S. Sil<! 

also claimed the Nike !'vlidwcst Regional meet and went on to finish 16th at Nike Nationals. She was a finalist al the National Cross Country Foot Locker nationals as a senior. 
As a senior. ,he woll the state CC lillc with a time of 17:57 and was 38 sc'Co1KI., al1ea<I of the 

runner-up finisher. 
On the track, Morgan was even more dominant. After finishing state runner-up in lhc 1600 in Mkhigan a, a fro,h. Mo<Ban didn·11osc again. She won the Jf,()().mctcrrun titk.- a, 3 «>(lhonton:. 

junior mid senior. H1:r winning lime a:> a sophomore was 4:45.21. \\-hich was a State ilnd st.ate 
mci:1 n.~ord. 
She claimed the 3200-mctcr run crown as a sophomore and then shilled to the 800 for her final 

two prcp campaign,. hut 1he distance didn'1 mailer. She <1ill dominated. running a 2:09.77 as a senior. which w:is a SUit~ and s1att: mc..:r record. 
MOJJ;an was named hod, Ohio·s Galoradc F,'fll31c Cr,,ss Country (2007 and 2008) and Track 

Athlete of the Year twice (2008 and 2009}. As a senior, Junior, she was an All-American in the 1500M thanks lo a third-place finish at the USA Junior Nationals. As a senior. she won the mile 
at the pn.-stigious l'•n11 Relays in Philadclplua. 
Aller high school. Morgan aucndcd Baylor Universiiy. She rail in the :-ICAA 01\ 1<1nn I N ;)oa,a;,I 

Championships for the Bean. as a th:shman. Sh.: l,dnsforrcd to the Univer,;ity of Illinois al1cr 
<X'<' sea.son and had an impn,s.,ivc can:c-r the-re, 100. Wilh the Illini. she compct<'tl at the NCAA 
Outdoor Nationals in the I 500 in 201 I: she wa., pan of a Oig Ten Indoor Troek championship squad in 2013 and earned All-Big Ten acclaim twice, including a runner-up finish in lhc 800 dur­ing the 2011 ind<.'Or ,-ampaign. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Teddi Jo Maslowski (Arhlet1e. 201osJ 

Teddi Jo .lfa,luw.,ki (Sleubcnvillc Calholic <.entr:tl High Sdiool 

Cla,s of 201 I). As i1 pcnai11s to female hurdling in the Ohio Valley. very 

fow. if any. have done it bc1tcr th,:m this forn1<r Cruj:tdcr. 

Maslowski put fonh a career 1ha1 won ·1 C\'<r be for-.;ollcn 1H1cr all. 

11 mcludcd an ama11ng se,cn state champ10nsl11ps. 15 lotal All-Ohio 

lin,sh,:s. a Dins,on Ill team slate championship in 201 1 and a pcrlect 

16 ,,r 16 in OVA( championships 

l"hoogh she did win an OVAC ,11k in the 100-mcler da<h as a 

fn:shman.,t didn"t talc long for Catholic Ccniral coaches 10 realtze lhal 

hurdles were gomi: to be the keynote evcnt(s) for Maslowski 

As a freshman. MaslO\\.'S,;1 got hl.!r fc~t wet al th~ ,tJ lc mt:-t:I b) finis 1tng sc,-cnth m lhc 

100 high hurdles and third in the JOO lows. 

Maslowski Mumed m 2009 and cla,rned her first state champ1onsh1p. wmnmg 1hc lugh 

hurdles lit l-t.71. Sh-.: was p:irt o1 3 stah! nmncr-ur 4x'.'>OO 1cam :i 1d ilro foushcd \\.llh .;,her 

111 the low hurtlks. 
In 2010. Maslowski con1mued ncr dommauon 111 the lugh hurdles. sk11nm1ng the tl1gh1 

111 1-1.-1-1. which at the tune "as a slate mccl r,-..:ord She 1hcn anchored the 4xW0 lcam to 

a gold medal and made 11 a hurdle sweep \\llh ~ 41 61. "hie, was both a l)iv,sion 111 stale 

and s101e meet rec,>rd at 1he ume She was also pan (If 1he -Ix I 00 team 1h01 limshcd tiflh 

Continuing her br II •111:,· as a scnmr. Maslowski mack I a thn:c-pcat in 1hc 1111:h hurdles 

in :01 I. hreakintt her own Slate-meet record ,..,,th a 14 39. She anchored 1hc -lx2 10 a11<>1her 

title in I :-12.M and rcpea1ed in the lows with a 4-1.79. She compkted her brillian1 c~reer "ith 

a :-lalc runncr•up finish in 1hc kmg jump 1n what wa" rcall~ the only season ~he focu~d on 

thl! C\Cnt 

With '-laslowsk1 "s 28 indh·idual po111ts. the 10 from the 4x2 and the 4xl 1cam's ab1hly lo 

n!g1,tcra "1:w;th•phlcc ti111:-h.1hc Cru,adcrs won the h:am title '-'Ith .aJ po111ts. 

Maslowski was named lhe Eas1em Dis1ric1·s Division Ill Female Track Athlete of the 

Year four times. 
A s1andout in chc classn\Om as well. Ma~lowski ~is°"-~ 10 continue her c.·ar1,,.-cr 3l Duke 

Univ~rsity \\·h~rc ~he eventually shifted to a mulll•C\Clll r,crformer. Sh~ qual1tii.!d to the 

:-.IC.\A Division I Outdo,ir 'la1ionals in 201~. eaminl,\ honorabk memion All•Amcrica in 

the hep1a1hlon In 1015. she to,.,k pan in the \ICA,\ Indoor \1311011al Meet and earned s,,cond 

team All-America in 1he long Jump. She also ran on a 4,4 at the national lo"cl in 2014. She 

was AII-/\CC three: 1imc:s during 1ht.: indoor season ond twice durini; ouidoor. 

\ \ hen !'l'k: d1.-pancd l>urham4 Ma·dowsk1 owned ~v\':n Duke Unl\~rsuy r'-"'1:'0rds au<l thc 

indoor Iona jump mark of 10-9 1/4 sull stands. 

Maslowski competed prof~ssionally for a few years atkr college and worked for 1hc prcs­

t ii;i,>us Santa Barbara Track Club a, an instructor and youth track and licld coach. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Committe is seeking 

nominations for future consideration 
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 

OVAC 'Contributor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 

and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 

c/o To1n Rataiczak, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 

Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested. 

The 20th annual OVA C Hall ofF ame Banquet is scheduled 

on Saturday, August JO, 2024 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W Va. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in l 943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only three 13-lcuer winner.; m football, basketball. baseball and track at Wheeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jwnp shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state tilles in seven trips to the finals The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state tilles were won in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 year.; - six at Benwood Union and eight at Whcclmg, with a combined record of87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state nlles in the pre-official state playoff era. 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was 
unbcalen but twice Ued. 

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and acuve in state coaches and officials' organ11.ations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling. and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' FranciS(Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and 

major newspaper.; . Two books were wri ncn on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season al Wcllsv1!1e High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games 

with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored si)( opposing teams with highs of 57. 54 and 50 points. WeUsvillc lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up 
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 46.5 points and scored I 13 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden. Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Farner.; left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in I 962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza. (Martins ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker_ but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and thc state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class A tille. He also was a tackle on the I0-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tic with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Gro7.a. by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-ycar career wi1h the Cleveland Browns which ended in I 967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in I 07 straight games. The Lou Gro1.a Award is given annually to college football's top placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NA, title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of l926) 
This \·ersatilc early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Sladium behind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 19S-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the fast in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the F..ist-Wcst Game 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From I 932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and 
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all l O seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in I 994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NA. history and his totals now rank si,i;th in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
and averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bcvo Francis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red. he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route. Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams at guard, including a record 15 in 1954. As team captain, he earned the Oul.Jand Trophy given lo the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two 
consensus All-America picks al Iowa, where he played both ofTcnse and defense. 

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducled into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at !he school. 

He was !he first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports IJlustrated. 

L 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen (East Uvcrpool High School,Class of 1957) 
A I 0-lcttcr winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekickcr for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on learn which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-slate baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Grune and was on winning Ohio football 
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Grune. 

At Purdue University, he earned si:\ letters as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and AU-Big Ten in baseball 
Allen earned National football Back of Weck honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio Slate. He was Purdue"s Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-6 I . 
Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the MiMesola Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues al Charlolte, N.C., he went on lo a 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. ln 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Trcsh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted .269 with 12. home runs in 1962.. In I '!72, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown. N .Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the i=..ast Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School,Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport perfonncr in football, basketball and baseball for the Or-dllge Knights and earned All-Valle> and All-State honors as a senior football back. 
Craft played football. baseball and ran 1rack at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern 

Conf crcncc honors. 
Drafted in 1943 by lhe Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53} as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the 

All-Time Eaglcs'Tcam. He played on Eagles' teains which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named lo the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
I 952. He is tied for the current NA, record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steelcr extra-point kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten learn record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Craft is credited as the first player in lhe Nl-1, to wear lhe new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his Nl-1, career in two seasons as a player-assislant coach with lhc 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the Nl-1, Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in Nl-1. History. ll featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD return, 
of a pass reception caught by Nl-1, Hall of famer Elroy (Crazy legs) Hirsch of the Rains. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Llnsly School. Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport siandout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored 

an unhcard-of330 poinlS in 2.1 basketball games in 1920,a rare total in lhc center jump. low-scoring era. 
from 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch progr.ims from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teains and four with only one Joss. Three stale titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the lirst-cver WVSSAC largest class slate playoff tille and the school narrowly missed a state lille lrifecta. Later that school year, he coached lhc 1950 baseball team 
to its second slale one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 hasketball leam lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High. which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the Year" for high school and college all sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir 10 a 370-127 record and six slalc tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in I 942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High l-1cldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School,Classof 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-stale basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. stale titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He later earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee. where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World War II. where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of 1-ame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (friadelphia High School.Class of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet where he won three gnld medals. He timed I 0.2 for I 00 yards. 2.2.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards 10 run the fast break offense for slate Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Litlle All-America honors 

while scning a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference ti Iles. 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation's best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 charter inductee in10 the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports. Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 
their school became a member of the conference. 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School , Class of 1938) 
He was a first learn All-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed lo unbeaten Wheeling High in the section finals. As a junior, he helped the lronmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's Madison Square Garden when the NIT..., as more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed­ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U .. 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals . The team's only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select­ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 
In 1943, with WVlJ coach Dyke Raesc in the armed services, Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record . He then went on 10 coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove. N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. A member of the All-Time WVU era learn, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School. Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a JO-foot pictorial banner above the front entrance to Lhe City Building. 
In the second National football League Draft of 1937. Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton 's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006. also was a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A JO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game in three seasons for Coach Bob Mcfarren . Wintersville , however, didn 't join the OVAC until 1955 after Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military service. 
After returning. he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion sct a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won the conference JOO-yard crown with a 9 .7-sccond clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records. Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters . In 1960. he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-metcr finals. he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometo\l.n hero Livio Berutti of Ital), who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Camey's time of 20.6 would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Vnion High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman Y.ho went on 10 cam national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl. and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him 10 miss his sophomore season. The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. He also played in the East-West Shrme Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning 10 Pitt to join the athletic department. Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school 's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School. Class of 193 1) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football , basketball and baseball and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes. 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament. After spending a year at K1sk1 Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot . 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed "Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not 10 lose to Southern California during thetr career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat­ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4 2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, a two-way end and placek1eker. was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played m the East-West Shrine Game. He was selected by the old NrL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first Nl--L Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of rame and the College football Hall of Fame. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 

prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Pouer football team regarded as one of the best in school history. 

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 

The Pollers defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen. Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

lied Sandusky. 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star al Purdue University and 

the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 

An inductee into the 1:.ast Liverpool High School Hall of Fame. Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 

He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams "'hich 

advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division. 

The 1938 team. coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bo"'ling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In l 939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel m the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar­

terfinals. 
Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) l:.dmundson in high school and 

played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 

six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career n ith Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed, as a lirst baseman and outfielder, 

in Fargo. N .D., and Charleston. W.Va .. before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harnsburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa .. before being 

called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons. plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 

before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 

A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31 -3 record teams against top tri-statc 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2.126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards arc both Big Red school records. 

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in tn1ck. baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubem·ille semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 

He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its lirst. and only, OVAA championship with an 18 I regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season. under coach Recd Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Ben\1-ood Union. 

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College. where he became a nattonal sconng sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the nallonal career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 

last l"-O seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the lirst West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941, the small college All-American became the lirst stale basketball player to be selected the W. Va.Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 

in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 
An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team. 

After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played brie0y in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodycars. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 

The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing He earned All -Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He linished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 

A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons m the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants. 24-14 in the NFL champi­

onship game. 
In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 9 IO ) ards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 

His sc, en-year. 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 
As a senior in high school, he led Toronto lo a school record 19-2 record "'ith only a regular season split w1lh Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The I 938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bndgeport. 
The 6-foot- I, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

a game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa .. Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942. but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full ­

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school. he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior al the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track.After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted Lo return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998. he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in fort Atkinson. Wis. 

Charlev Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the lronmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run. the lronmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted .300 as a left handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football. basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playmg on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers 1n 1943 before serving m the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning lo coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles· head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971 74. After lca\ing 
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died m 2004. 

Moffat Storer (The Linsly School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, !Jasketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valle) and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fu llback. he helped Linsly to 7 2 and 9 2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 

I 939 lntelhgenccr Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon Stale. It was 
played in Durham, N .C., the only lime outside Pasadena, Calif .. because of World War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the armed forces. 
He hved in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years. and is deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Floyd Baker - The graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys· basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5. 27-4 and 23-3 , 

all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker). and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three lly Baker), reaching the semifinals in l 936 and 
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was l 18-56. 

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry. where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio stale tournament. highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Purple Riders· golden era in basketball, which laslcd from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles. si,- by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry Learns won more than 20 games. From l 941-45, his Learns went 122-9. Thal included the 29-2 record Lille team of l 941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-l and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1). led by Hall of 
Farner Ale,- Graza. won the first OVAC Class AA Lille. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record \\aS 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He 
left ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel. a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman 10 win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it nol been for a highly-disputed takcdown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third. he could have been a four-time state champion, He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver. was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi­
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of Lhe Top 15 "Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 slate placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel. a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of Wesl Point Eleclric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School. Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen. who Y.as honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006. became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class. first Learn all-stale basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won 1hc second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mchcn was a starter. 

As a senior, Mchen scored 556 poinls lo lead the Ohio Valley. and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1.300 
points. a high total for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at 1he University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and \I.as second team All-Arnenca. He 
1hcn played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era. including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School. Class of 1933). A five-span Big Red Jclterman in football, basketball. baseball and track. he was the 
'T" quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbea1cn, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer. placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
AL West Virginia Stale, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 learns won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

al Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
ln 1970, he became the fiist black 10 become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois Stale - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michigan Sports Hall. and Upper Ohio Valle} Dapper Dans. He died, at 

age 96, in 2008. 

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919, 
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football. basketball, baseball, track) performer at the school 
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete. in 1919, to cam first 
1eam all-stale football honors. 

At West Virginia University. he was a four-year starter (1920-23) al halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team, 
the only unbealcn learn in school history. He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 learn and is a member of the l 9 I 9-29 all-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of lhe professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started lhc football program at old St. 
francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of fame and the W. 
Va. Stale Spans Hall of Fame. He died. al age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown. where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before their school became a member of the conference. 
Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting school 1,600- and 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books. He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run. As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while selling an Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La. Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons. four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 :--'CAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 
Charles "Punque" Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of Fame and the initiafhonorce in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-ycar record of 140-38-1 I from 1916-40. 
His teams outscored foes by 3.772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western Pennsylvania. 
In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times ( 1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 
From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-3 J seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts. He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team. As a high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red football , basketball and baseball teams and was a football quanerback. He died in 1978. Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state champion Wheeling I ligh. 
In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys (Md.) College, he was the leadin~ scorer in the :vtason-Dixon Conference. He enrolled at the University oJ North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 u:-:c team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All­Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters of the Dean Smith Center. 
Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats· 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Farner and All-American. Alex Graza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer. Jordan, who died in 1999, was an auomey in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of l 941 ). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big Red team. the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. He entered West Point in the last pre-World War ll class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec­tion as a 6-foot, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation's outstanding lineman in 1943. After graduation in l 944, :vtyslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became head of the Physical Education Depanment at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served a~ Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh. He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. Myslinski died in 1993. 
Norman "Wild Man" Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man football learns at the smaller enrollment schools. 
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football , basketball and baseball for the Tomados. After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football. he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight seasons from l 950-57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, along with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles· honor roll. Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks after it was reported he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952. He earned the nickname "Wild Man" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents' yardage losses. 
An inductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State Sports Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a "Norman Willey Day" on Sept. 15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild Man Willey" were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 

prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the stat 

of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th 

Redskins started a record run of eight straight state Learn titles, with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The l 986 team wen 

unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. I in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Cama as an All-American selection. 

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as 

senior. His personal be~l times were 4:18 at 1,600: 8:38 at 3.000; 9:18 at 3.200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th, 

5,000-mctcr run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Cama earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten an, 

All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i 

individual competition. He re~ides in Jersey City, New Jer~ey. 

Jim George (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th 

first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a bascbal 

standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-game win streak with a 22-1-l record from l 947-4S 

including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior. the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playini 

their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school history - and the Jefferson County title. 

He accepted a football scholarship to Syr.icuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Or.ingemen. He became the onl: 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force. 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 

school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points - second most 

in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He 

scored 74 points against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 

of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A two-time AJI-Eastem Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services. 

The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the anned services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewell-Scio High School. Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorin~ his last two sca~ons with 

averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12 

rebounds a game as a senior. 
A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior. His 

basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team 

by The Intelligencer newspaper. 
A three-sport, I I-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end a~ a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 

In track. he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-

85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball. he led the 

1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) in school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Stra§cr, he 

starred in the 27-12 state title 0 ame victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley ' Small 

School" team. He also started ror West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National 

All-American High School Team honors. 
In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mark al the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He 

had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Baskctban Tournament 

in Sistersville. 
ln baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship. 

Recruited by numerous major colleges for football , he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and 

punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He wa~ featured in Sports Illustrated for a major role 

in Purdue's upset of No. I ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled "The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History.'' 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game. 

He declined olTers lo try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the- Ohio Valley prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before their school became a member of the conference. 
John 'Zip' Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The fonner Bobcat was one of the first 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops history. He finished his four-year high school career with 1.271 pomls, which slill ranks fifth on lhe all-Lime Bobcat 51.:oring charts. In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bobcats' single game school record and was the standard for Ohio Valley schools unlil Yorkvillc's Ken Alessi, a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke lhe record with 70 points in 1949 versus Shadyside. 
Behen wound up with 454 points as a senior while lcadmg the Bobcats to a second strmght 18-2 record. As a Junior. he scored 386 points. His sophomore total for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He stancd his career as a lrcshman w11h 129 pom1s for a 16-2 record squad During his four year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62 16 record. Behen played one season at West Virginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 pomt~ for an 8 2 per game average. In 2007, Cambridge High School rel.ired Behen ·s jersey number 18. 
Ken Cunninl{ham (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1961). A threc-spon Potter athlete, he earned All-Ohio honors in basketball and football and was the Ohio High School Basketball Player of the Year selection for 1960-61 by The Associated Press, the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was selected 10 the Scholasuc Coach i\ll-Amcncan team. 
Dunng his prep career, Cunningham became the Potters· all ume leading scorer in basketball, including a school-record 41 points in a game whi:e sconng 439 season points for a 24-point per game average. He also led the Po11ers in scoring as a sophomore and junior. In football, he was a quancrback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Most Valuable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Eastern Ohm and All-County scleclions. He also played three baseball seasons for the Potters. He accepted a basketbaJI scholarship Lo the 1961 NCAA national champion Urlivcrsity ofCindnnali and the Bearcats repeated as Litlisl in 1962 when he was a freshman. As a sophomore on the varsity. Cincinnau went 26-2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago. Cunningham led the Bearcats m assists as a junior and the three-year letterman was elected team captain as a senior. He later returned to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach at Akron University for three seasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently resides in Stow, Ohio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Maruns Ferry High School. Class of 1923) He was an honored, record-setting Purple Rider athlete who served as team captain of football. basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All-Valley hallback as a scmor after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior season, he set record which was listed as an Ohio Valley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blanking of Coshocto'l. 
Edwards enro llod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a "major college·• football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is named. He played his final three years as a regular end for coaches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a scmor, he was All-East and earned some second team All­Amcnca honors 
After rejecting an offer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he returned 10 the Oh10 Valley to coach high school at Adena, Warwood and Linsly. At Adena. his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls· basketball team was 18-0 and the boys· hoop team had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends honoree Jim (Monk) Moscnp, a Stanford University All Amen can who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys· basketball team took a 21-0 record to Chicago Ul compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarterfinals. He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Cili:r.en of the Year in 1956. In 1984, he was inducted mto the t.;pper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame 
Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950}. The most honored athlete m Scio High history, he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring records which remam six decades later. He was the second Eastern Ohio athlete to twice earn first team. five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was one year earlier hy OVAC charter Hall of Farner Ken Alessi of Yorkville) He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior year.;. He scored 744 points in 30 games as a junior, second best in Ohio to Alessi Hugh scored 1,386 pomts in 55 games for an average of 25 points during his last two seasons. The 6-foot-3 forward scored a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points m a 96-50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlier 96-36 rout of New Alhcns. 
In his semor season, he led the Panthers to their best ever season of 24-1. Scio won 11s first 24 games, and the Harrison County and sectional tournaments. before bowmg 10 Strasburg m the d1stnct. In his four seasons on the varsity. Scio went 88-13 with records of24 I, 26-4 and a regional tourney bcnh. 22-5 and 16-3. Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. The four-year record was 26-5-l. He played freshman basketball at Ohio University. 
Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954). The first graduate of a segregated high school to be honored by lhe OVAC. he was a three-season football standout for the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member of a nationally-ranked Michigan State University team. At Dunbar, the 6-foot-1, 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1953 teams which defeated the other Ohio VaJley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team ·s leading scorer and ground-gainer llis last two seasons and was a multiple-year all-star 
In an era when many college athletic teams were segregated, his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State. Indiana and West Virginia State, then a national contender m the black college ranks. He enrolled on his own at Michigan State and waJkcd on 10 the footbaJl team. In his four seasons at the school, the Spartans played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 wm over UCLA on Jan. I, 19S6 with Jones at defensive end. He lettered two seasons and played guard and 1ack~c in the fall of 1956 when he earned some all-star rccogmuon. 
The Spanans were 9-1 m 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup. After colic e, he remained in Michi an, where he currcntl resides, as a hi h school educator and was a counselor at Hen Ford Hi h School in Detroit. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2014 $ 

Porter 
Mackey 

Connie 
Sanford 

Andy 
Tonkovich 

John 
Wood 

Bill 
Young 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 

prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal era, this Potter shooting whiz also noted 

for his passing finesse was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He tallied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an l 8-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump after 

every goal and scoring totals, both lor individuals and teams, generally increased with lhc faster, uninterrupted play. 

In the era of low scoring games, the four-year Potter performer set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three Limes dur­

ing his final season. 
He was recognized on local all-star teams, but played before the AU-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939. 

Mackey, who was among the charter inductees into the East Liverpool High School Sports Hall of Fame, is acclaimed by some Polter historians as the 

school's finest high school cager. He retired to Peoria, Ariz., and is decea~ed. 

Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Cla~s of 1982). A I 0-time, three-sport All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree regarded as 

the best all-round female alhlcte in school history, she capped her basketball career by earning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors. 

As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the floor. As a junior, she had 

norms of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of 

gymnasium construction problems. Her career totals were 1,254 points and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honors. 

She also was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball. 

A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding (14.2) a~ a senior and 

earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A lour-Lime team MVP and three-year co-captain, she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points 

with a school record 1,161 rebounds. 
The winningest coach in Otterbein College history. she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville. 

Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Ironman scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic 

Association (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-state selection before earning college and professional fame. The OVAA 

was the predecessor to the OVAC. 
After high school, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944. He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu­

ated in 1948 with a school career record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the 

school's only national championship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first learn Little All-America honors as a junior 

and second team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-pagerhoto in the Marshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into 

the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in the NAIA Hall o Fame .. 

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. 1 in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him 

in 1948. He played the 1949 season before returning to the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from 

1950-52 in the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. He then served as basketball coach from 1952-54 at St. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided 

the Irish to a 16-6 record in his fl!St season. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006. . 

John Wood (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). lltis triple-threat football player is lhe only Blue Eagle athlete selected as captain of the All-West 

Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948. This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given to the 

state Player of the Year. 
He played quarterback, running back, defensive back, drop-kick placckicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from 

running back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the 

losses was 14-610 overall slate champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood Lo its All-Opponent Team. 

Wood also was a two-year basketball team captain and a standout tennis player in summer tournaments. 

He accepted a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He played three seasons. 

mostly al defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame. 26-0 as Wood broke the game 

open with a long interception return. He also played in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Wa~hington, 21-0. 

After graduation, he !urned lo college coaching/teaching al Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown, Conn. 

He was head basketball coach from 1947-68 and also coached foothall and golf. He passed away in 1970. 

Bill Young (Martins Ferry High School, Oass of 1943). He was a three-sport standout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He wa~ honored on Ferry 

teams which won, or shared, two Ohio state championships in 1941. 

He was the only sophomore starter on the Lou Groi'.a-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team 

title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferry Lo a 10-0 regular season football 

record and an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season. Ferry outscored 10 foes by 333-19 

including a 54-6 rout of Steubenville. 
The rare four-year Rider football letterman and three-year basketball starter on teams with records of 27-2, 22-3 and 24-1, he was team captain in both 

sports. As a senior on the 24-1 record state scmifinalist--the first unbeaten regular season team in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring 

sophomore Alex Gro1.a, an OVAC Hall of Farner and later college All-America and Olympic star. 

In 1942, Young became the first Rider to wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the team's top player. He also played baseball. 

After graduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning lo enroll at West Liberty State. He starred on three teams which lost only one game. He 

earned Lillie All-America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when he led lhe nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference 

career total offense record until the 1970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley prior to the fonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before their school became a member of the conference. 
CaJhy Clarlc Borich (Fon Frye High School. Class of 1986). She 1s lhe all-tune lead­ing career ~orcr al one of the area ·s top roundball program~. 'The four-year performer scored I .598 pomts during a consistent career wilh 180. 444. 479 and 495 pomts m each of her seasons. She also charted 430 career rebounds and 265 career assists. After earning All-Otuo Division m mention as a junior. she was wbbed first team All-Ohio as a s.:mor and was DisUK1 12 0-III Player of the Year. She was a lhrcc-tirne All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree and twice first team All Eastern District and District 12 
After her scruor year, she played in both the Otuo Nonh-South All-Star Game and !he District I 2 All-Star Game. 
The Lady Cadets were 69-32 in her four seasons with four secuon titles and two Pioneer Valley Conference crowns. 
As good as she was in high school, she may have been betll..-r in college. 
At Manetta College. she not only set the school sconng record hut also the all-time Ohio Athletic Conference standard of 2,311 points. 
The four-time first team All-OAC honoree was selected a first team NCAA Division Iii All-American as a senior and was the OAC Player of the Year her linal two seasons while serving as Pioneer team captain. 
After her senior sca,;on, she wa~ accorded the OACs highest honor. the Oyde Lamb Scholarship. and lhc Mariella College BcUy Ocland Award. 
She currently holds six Marielta College records. Besides the career point rnarlc, she set standards for game scoring (42), season scoring (636). career goals (939). career 

goal attempts (1.918). free throws made in a game (18). season assists (209) and career assists (50 I). 
She ha~ been inducted in10 three Halls of Fame - Mariella College. Mid-Ohio Valley Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall. 
Hutchinson (Junior) Han (Irondale High School, Class of 1944). The 5-foot-8, 160-pounder was a two-spon prep standoul in basketball and football for this tiny school in nonhem Jefferson County. 
As a senior, he carnod first team. five-player All-Ohio Class B honors in basketball when only two classes (Oass /\ & B) were selected. The Class A first unit included OVAC Hall of Farner Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. 
Hart scored 350 points as a senior including several 20-30 point games and also was cited for his defensive play. A highlight was during the Jefferson County Tournament when Irondale upset Yorkville, the defending Ohio Oass B champion. by 64-41 as Han nearly matched the entire Ductillitc team with a rare at-the-time 40 point~ on 16 goals and eight free throws. 
In football, Han was a mercury-heeled running back whose forte was speed. 
Han enrolled at Delaware Slalc l:niversity where he competed in football, basketball and trnck. In I 986. he was inducted imo the school's Athletic Hall of Fume. 
Aller college, he served in the U.S. Xavy and was a high school teacher/coach for several years in Mound Bayou, Miss .. and then taught and coached in Dover, Delaware at Wtlliam Henry Comprehensive High School (the only black high school in the county) and al Dover High School. He passed away at age 69 on May 21, 1995 at his ho1t11: in Fc:lton, Delaware. 
Irondale became pan of the Stanton Local consolidation which is now pan of !he Edison schools. 

BriJzn Htss<>n (Caldwell High School, Class of 1993). He was a major cog in !he Redskins· running dynasty of lhe I 980s and I~. helping Caldwell win Ohio stale cross country championships in 1990, '91 and '91. graduating one year before his school joined the OV/\C. 
The distance ruMer captured three state titles in cross country and five in t.raek -

two each in the 3,200 meters and 1,600 meters plus one as a member of a 3,200-met.er relay unit. All told. he was a 17-limc /\11-0hion in !he two spans. 
After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet as a freshman, he won the title trifecta with lime.~ of 15:35, 15:30 and 15:20 in his linal three years. 
/\ four-umc All-Ohioan in cross country, he was cited as a three-lime prep All­Amcrican. He competed in the Foot Locker Xational Cross Country championships thn:c times, placing 15th. 3rd and 8th. He also was a member of the I 994 Junior National Team. 

Recruited to run cross country and track by the University of Alabama. he became a four-leucrman in both indoor and outdoor track. He earned All-Southeastern Conference honors three times and competed in three NC/\A Track Championships. 
He scored in three events m !he Im SEC Championship Meet - running a 30:24 m the !OK on Friday, a 9:19 in the Steeplechase on Saturday, and 14:31 i the SK on Sunday He was honored by the University of Alarnuna with the Career Achievement Award in I 998. 
Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaches' Hall of fame and I.he Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. 
Lou Motl. (Pine Grove High School, Oass of 1956). The 5-foot-9 Tornadoes' ba~kctball and ba~ball pcrfonncr is considered the school's best-ever prep athlete. Aflcr 59 years, he still holds the Wet:t.cl County career scoring record of2,l 17 points and the single season pomt average mark of 33.0 points a game set in his senior year. 
His career point total broke the W.Va. state mark of 1,956 points set from 1951-53 by the legendary "Hot Rod" Hundley of Charlcs«>n and Mott became the first 2,000 point scorer in Mountain Stale history. Mott's total also bet!Crcd lhe Ohio Valley stan­dard of 2,ITT7 pointS set by charter OVAC Hall of Farner Ken Alessi of Yorkville from 1947-49. His career total curn.'l!tly ranks 15th on the all-time W.Va charts and Top 10 in Ohio Valley annals. Mott held the W.Va. career record until 1958 and the Ohio Valley standard until 1959. 
As a prep senior, he scored 693 points in 21 games. In his junior year, he :iveragcd 29.4 points including a school-record 51 poinL~ in a 127-58 win over Wallace. The 127 poinL~ set a slate standard which lasted two weeks bcfoic Wheeling outsam:d Weir. 146-110. a1 ~son Gym in a game which set a then-national nx:ord tollli of256 points. 
Mott's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hall of Farner Henry Josefczyk of Yorkville (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack 1baycr of ;>;ew Cumberland (33.95) and was ahead of two OVAC Hall of Famers Lee Patrone of Bellaire (32.9) and Ron "Cy" Godfrey of Martins Ferry (32.4). In W.Va., Motl r.inked third behind the legendary Jerry West of East Bank (34.3) and Thayer. 
As a senior, Mon was selected Oass B (smaller of two classes) first team All-State and also picked as the state Player of the Year by the Sistersville-based Tri-State lnvitat.ional Tournament. 
After his senior year, he was selected to play on a combined W.Va.-Ohio All-Star team to play the Kentucky All-Stars. I !is teammates included West and Josefczyk. 
In baseball, he was a four-year regular pitcher/shortstop and also played American Legion ba~ball. He also competed in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball League. 
He earned a basketball scholars/up to Marshall and played three varsity seasons after aye.iron the freshman team. 

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School. Cla~s of 1956). He wa.s a 6-foot-4, 20O-pound multi-sport standout (football quarterback. basketball forward, baseball shortstop) who is regarded as the school's top multi-sport athlete. 
He earned his most fame in basketball as a senior when he scored 679 points in 20 games for a school-record 33.95 avcr.1ge which ranked No. 2 in both the ~ and Ohio Valley. The top OV mark was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Farner Henry Josefczyk of Yorkville and the leading W.Va. average wa~ 34 3 by the legendary Jerry Wc.~t of East Bank. 
Thayer scored 56, 58 and 53 points in three straight latc-se.ison wms over Sherrard, Cameron and Follansbee St. Anthony. Thal gave him a remark.able 167 points in three games and 114 in back-to-back outings. He also had other games of 52, 49, 46 and 41 twice. 
In football, he played for W. Va. in the annual W Va.-Ohio All-Star game and wa~ 

recruited by West VU'ginia University as an invited-walk-on candidate. 
At WVU, he was one of two regular quarterbacks on a freshman team which won all five games. After his freshman year, he left school to join the U.S Army and played armed service football before being discharged in 1961. 
He signed a free agent contract for a tryout with the Cleveland Browns in 1962. the same year that OVAC charter Hall of Farner John Havlicek was in camp 
After Thayer was cut. he returned lo the Ohio Valley and earned a roster spot as a backup quarterback on the first Wheeling Ironmen team which went 9-4 and won the 1962 l:nit.ed Football League title in Thayer's only season on the team. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 

prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hcwas a two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlete to cam 

three Ohio Stale letters in both football and basketball. 
In high school, he was a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played two 

varsity years of basketball for the Pouers. 
Al Ohio State, he played tackle on three Buckeye teams (1 928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning 

six varsity leuers. 
After graduation, he served in the Navy before returning lo OSU in 1933 to join the athletic and physical educations staffs. In 1946, he became Athletic 

Director and served until his retirement in 197 1. During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big IO Conference and 

the country. The school named a rccreauon and physical activity facility, Lark.ins Hall, in his honor. 

Amie Marks Cormell (Jewell-Scio lligh School, Class of 1994). The most honored female athlete m Lady Vikings' history, she earned 12 lellcrs 

in basketball, track and volleyball. 
In basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26.3, 25.8, 28.5 and 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks 

No. 2 in Ohio Valley history behind charter OVAC Hall of Farner Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's. 

Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 steals, 42% field goal and 74% free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals 

:'vtarks earned All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and third team as a freshman and sophomore. She was D-IV 

Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Eastern District and Distnct 5 selection and Player 

or Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. She was a three-time first team /\II-Valley selection and a four-time i\11-lntcr-Valley Conference choice. 

In track, she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division Ill high jump as a junior and placed fifth as a senior. 

:'vtarks earned a ba~ketball scholarship to Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and tean1 co-captain a~ a senior. The 5-foot-9 forward/ 

guard scored 853 career points, includin$ 16 against nationally :'l:o. I ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee. 

She currently resides in Northfield. Ohio and teaches and coaches at Nordonia High School. 

Ron Martin (Tiffin Columbian High School, Class of 1971 ). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio 

history, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 to a dual record of 1,195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Ohio Class A state titles. 1n 1983, the 

Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later, Caldwell placed second. one point behind Dayton Christian, 

but the best was yet lo come. 
In 1985, Manin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school' s second state title. The 1986 team, however, is regarded as the 

school's best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points lo repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical 

national champion by Cross County Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Cama, an OVAC Legends' 

honoree and one of only five stale harriers to win three individual crowns. 

:'vtanin left Caldwell after the back-to-back Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins' state title run 

to eight in a row through 1992. 
Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East, also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tif!in University and l leidelberg 

University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. 

Ray Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at 

the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-State in football (1925), as well as All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player, one-class All­

Stale (1926) m basketball as he led the second Viking Learn into the state tournament. He also played baseball. 

For his high school, and later college honors. the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many 

years. That display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 series by The Intelligencer, he was selected to the 

Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on staff research and reader polling. 

He enrolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football team after national Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reponedly 

promised him a trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons. Pitt won 23, 

lost four, had two tics and made two Rose Bowl trips after unbeaten regular seasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crowned national 

champion by regular season polls.) Pitt, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford and 47-14 to USC. 

As a senior, he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-1, 188-pound guard. The two-way standout, also cited for his defense, was labeled 

by Sutherland as "the perfect guard" and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. In 1958, he was selected to an All-Time Pitt team. 

Pete Zinaich (Weir I Iigh, Class of 1943). The most honored player on the first OVAC team to claim an '"official" W.Va. all-class football champion­

ship. In the pre-playoff era, the W. Va. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Farner Carl Hamill, the state champion 

despite a 6-3-1 record. Weir wa~ unbeaten ( 4-0-1) vs. in-state learns with close losses to :vtassillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Clainon, Pa. 

The three-year regular fullback-linebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders· leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first 

tam all-class 11-p layer All-State as a senior. 
After military service, he enrolled at West Virginia University and became a rare team captain of two sports (football and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior. 

He lettered four years in football and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. I, I 949 Sun Bowl with a 21-12 win 

over Texas Western. After his senior season, he was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the ninth round as the! 15th overall NFL pick hut opted for 

an education career. He also was a three-year letterman at shortstop on the WVU baseball team. 

After WVU, he spent his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and ba~eball coach at Adena High School from I 956-

69. His best football team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before their school became a member of the conference. 
George Cheroke (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940). He was a football and wrestling standout for the Tigers. wluch produced the area's first wrestling power under coach Art Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the one-class Ohio heavyweight title in I 940 after capturing the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As a sophomore, he placed third at 154 pounds.The Tigers placed second to Cleveland John Hay, 21-20, for 1940 team laurels after Shadyside defeated John Hay in a dual meet earher. Chcrokc. nicknamed Chief, also was a stellar 5-foot-9, 185 pound football guard.The three-year griddcr and two-time team capuun earned All-Val[cy honors as a two­way standout, The Tigers went 9-1 and 7-2-1 during his final two seasons He enrolled at Oh10 State University to compete in both football and wrestling Playing for coach Paul Brown on 6• l I record team. the sophomore moved into stanmg lineup ,n lifth game after a teammate's injury. He left OSU before 1942 season to serve in the Air Force during World War II After his discharge in 1946. he again opted 10 play for Paul Brown, who was starting the Cleveland Browns in the first year of the All-Amcncan Conference Chcroke played in 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns, who defeated New York, 14•9 in the championship game. After one season, he re-enlisted in the Army for a 20-year career, retiring m 19~5 to enter business m Califomia. He passed away in 1986. Harry Diehl (Mt. Monis, Pa. High School, Class of 1952). When he joined the Stanton High athletic program in 1960 as head basketball coach and assistant coach, there was no track program. so he guided the 1961 and 1962 baskctb:ill teams to unbeaten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and 23-1 records. In 1963. without a home track, he staned the Stanton boys' track program and competed in the lndian League al Mingo. Four years later. the first all-weather track m the Ohio Valley was installed at Stanton and the Indian League moved its mcclS from the Mingo cinder track to Stanton. D1ehl's teams then reeled olT 75 consecutive dual meet wms. reportedly an Ohio Valley record, from 1967-76 as Stanton fielded one of the most dominant small school track programs in the area. Other teams in the Indian League included Mingo. Jefferson Umon, Toronto, Cadiz, Springfield. United Local and Beaver Local. Stanton won multiple Ohio district titles, two Dass A regional crowns and competed in state events. While no first places were recorded, sophomore sprinter Bob Haught, who signed a University of Alabama football scholarship, posted the state's fastest 440-yard Class A time in 1970 before placing second at the state meet. OVAC Hall of Farner Blaine Rose also competed for Diehl, who ran track and cross country at West Virginia U. Stanton joined the OVAC in 198 J and Diehl's teams won Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the helm. Diehl also served as an assistant foothall coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout. Diehl received several awards before retiring in 1986. including the second Robert McKelvcy Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans in 1976 and the Cal Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993. 

He resides in Boynton Beach, Fla. 
Frank Gilliam (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952). He, and charter OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones, led Big Red to its most successful football-boys' bas­ketball year (1951-52) in history. The court team is the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regular season followed by eight post-season wins in Ohio's largest Class A sectional. dislrict and regional tournaments plus wins over Toledo Central Catholic and Akron Nonh in the state event. Big Red bowed 10 Middletown, 63-53, in the finals. Gilliam was team captain. 
The 1951 Big Red football team went 9-1. losing only to Massillon (13-6) and routing Canton McKinley (63-6) before being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in the final AP state poll. 
Gilliam. nicknamed Shag, was a two-way end who camcd third team largest class All-Ohio plus AII-Eastcm Ohio and All-Valley honors. He played in the W. Va.-Ohio All-Star Game. 
He lettered three years in basketball and two each in football and baseball. The baseball team went 16-3 his junior year. The ljniversity of Iowa recruited Jones. Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the "Steubenville Trio" by Iowa media. Gilliam was a three-year starter at end including a sophomore season when the Hawkcycs tied Notre Dame, 14-14. and ranked ~o. 9 nationally. He sat out the 1955 season with a broken leg and returned in 1956 as Iowa went 9-1 to win the Big Ten title and a first-ever trip to the Rose Bowl, beating Oregon State, 35-19. Gilliam was All-Big Ten and second team All-American. 
In 1989, for Iowa's 100th football anniversary fcte, fans selected Gilliam (and Jones) to an All-Time Iowa team. Gilliam was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packers, but opted 10 follow Jones 10 the Canadian Football League. He played three seasons at Winnipeg before becoming an assis~t coach ( 1966-70) at Iowa. He then joined the Minnesota Vikings for a 36-ycar career in scouting and personnel. He n:sides in Windermere, I-la. 
Tom Harp (Barnesville High School, Class of 1945). A Shamrock football and basketball standout and college athlete who later made his mark in the coaching world. A four-year quancrback and fullback in football. he was a three-year basketball standout who helped the Shamrocks to won-lost records of 18-4, 16-6 and 16-4 and titles in the East Ohio Athletic League. He was selected All-Conference his last two years. He was recruited by Hall of Fame coach Sid Gillman to play football at Miami of Ohio and tellered as a freshman fullback before he was drafted into military service for two years with the Navy. 
Returning home in 1948, he enrolled at Muskingum College and played quarterback and fullback on two Ohio Athletic Conference title teams in 1949-50. After graduation, he turned to coaching and became head coach at Carrollton High from 1951-53 with a 20-6-1 record. He became one of over 100 coaches to apply for the vacant Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed the job vacated by Brilliant native Chuck Mather, who compiled a 57-3 record before opting for University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massillon two years to 17-2-1 record and the state No. 1 and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press. He then joined the college ranks as backfield coach at Anny before a 15-year stint ( I 961-77) as head coach al three colleges • Comell. Duke and Indiana State. The 1958 Army t~. led by Heisman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins, was ranked No. 3 in the nation. Ea Oliver (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Poller observers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was a statewide honoree on both sides of the ball as a three-year regular. The runner, passer, placekicker, punter, linebacker and defensive back was a first team All-Ohio linebacker pick by The AP as a senior after rating second team All-Ohio defensive back honors as a junior. The UPI selected him a first team All-Ohio offensive back as a senior. The Potters went 9-0-1 in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oliver was the team leading rusher and scorer. The program only produced one previous nine-win season. He was also the leading basketball team scorer as a senior and le11ered in baseball. Awarded a football scholarship to the University of Miami (Fla.). he was a three-year letterman at running back. As a senior on an 8-1-1 record team ranked 6lh in I.he national AP Poll, he was second on the team in rushing and scoring. After graduation. he coached in the high school ranks. He is dcccascd. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 

prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School. Class of 1933). An All-Valley end, and four year multi -sport performer, for the Big Reds. he earned three football 

l,;tters at ~orth Carolina Stale and served as 1936 team captain as a senior. He was sdccted on an All-Time Wolfpack team. All-State. All-Conference, All-South and 

honorable mentmn All-America. He was the first Wolf pack to be drafted - in the 19th Round of the 1937 NrL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two seasons 

with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

He returned 10 the Ohio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School to the Oh10 Class B state championship in I 940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center 

after 14-0 and 13-0 tourney wins. 1-rom 1940-47 he coached the Stcubcnv11lc Central football team 10 a combined 50-17-7 record including marks of9-0-I, 8-0-1, 

8-1 and 8-1. Also, during that period, he coached the S1eubcnv11le Pros team for three years. 

ln 1948, he slllrtcd a 12-ycar college assislanl coach stint indudmg a yi:ar al Gwrgetown. five yean; (1949-53) at Mississippi State .ind six years ( 1954-59) al the 

University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players to those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Heming (Shadyside). 

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 196 I and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with the Wheeling lronmen, which won a United 

Football League title in 1963. 

Cara, who wa~ inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame, is deceased. 

Dail Harper (Caldwell High School, Class of 1986). A three-spon prep athlete who set shot put records in track and earned all state honors m football. As a 

senior trackman, his school record shot put elTon of 64-fcet. 9-im.:hes at the Fulton Rc:lays in I...mcastcr was the record for an area wc1ghtman fur 23 ycan; and ranks 

second all-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 toss. he won two Ohio titles with elTorts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He also was a 

state discus qualifier as a senior. 

The three-time Pioneer Vallcy Conference shot pul champion also won the Kiebler International Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics. 

USA Today selected him as Ohio Track Athlete of the Year for 1986. 

In football, he was a four-year letlerman/staner at running back and earned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion• 

ships. A two-lime /\II-Eastern Dislriel pick, he was named OITcnsivc Player of the Year as a senior when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first-ever 

Ohio playoff game, he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3.486 career rushing yards. Harper was also a three-year starter in basketball. 

A Kent State recruit for track, he was a three-year lencrman and a two-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6. 58-9) and an NCAA 

/\11-/\mcrican as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. I le ranks 4th all-time in school indoor and 7th all-time in school outdoor shot put. 

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School. Cla~s of 1955}. One of the Bobcats' most honored football players. the center-linebacker wa.~ a first team All-Ohio 

selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the lirst Bobcat to be cited on an All-America team by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav­

ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school. 

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree helped the Bobcats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1953. He also was a four-year basketball 

player and All-COL honorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball. 

The 6-foot-l, 205-pound athlete earned a scholarship to the University of lllinois where he was a three-year letterman at center-linebacker. In a 20-13 upset in 1956 

of nationally-ranked No. I Michigan State, he had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Farner Ray =-:it~chke 

was a fellow linebacker. 

After serving armed services duty, he coached the Illinois freshman team for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Farner. Dick Butkus. 

He later coached high school football for 25 years in Illinois. He passed away in 2016. 

Eddie Sterling (Manins Ferry High School. Class of 1943). The 6-foot-1 forward competed at high levels on the high school. college and professional levels. He 

earned firs! team /\II-Ohio in the largest Class /\ as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including 

sectional. district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player. three ye.m as a track long 

jumper and one year in football and baseball. 

Al West Virginia University, he was a three-year starter on teams with a combined 48-20 n:cord and was team captain as a senior. He scored 559 career points. He 

later returned to the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. 

He also coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams wen\ 88-14 after a 4-17 firsi year start. His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal 

teams won the OVAC Class/\ titles and he led teams with won-los1 marks of 17-2. 16-3. 19-3. 18-2 and 18-4. 

Kim Tullis (Jewell-Scio High School, Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard wa.~ the first Ohio Valley girl to break the 2,000-point career mark with 2,072 in 90 

games during a four-year starting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high of 53 vs. Indian Valley North, the fourth valley player to 

reach the 50-poinl ITlllrk. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and. as a senior, averaged 27.5 points, 7.5 rebounds. 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting 

46.4% from the noor. 

Tullis was a first team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first team All-Valley honorcc • named co-captain as a senior. She averaged 25. l as a 

junior and was a second team /\II-Ohio pick and scored 25 .2 as a sophomore and gained third team /\II-Ohio honors. She also was a three-time choice as /\II-Eastern 

District and All-District 5. 
A resident of Kent, she was a four-year lcucrwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior team co-captain while earning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and 

honornble mention All-MAC her final season. In 110 career games. she scored 940 points with 315 assists and 172 steals. She led her team in assists as a senior. 
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Legends ofOVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 
Ed Bartrug (Magnolia High School. Class of 1927). He was a two-sport (football and basketball) prep and college standout. Uartrug earned all-class All-State and All­Valley honors as a Blue Eagle senior for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in an all-class .. unofficial" state title game in Hunting1on. Williamson won. 14-13 on the field bu1 ineligible players were d1sc0\ cred later and the result nullified. 'lbe 9-0 r.:cord regular season team outscored nine foes 356-20 mcluding seven ~hutouts. He scored a school rccoro mne touchdowns 111 one game and returned a pass interception a record 98 yards against Warwood as a jumor As a scmor. he was team captain for both football and basketball. 
Bartrug wa,, a foe-letter \\-1nner m football (3) and baske1ball (2) at West Virginia l.'.. and also competed in baseball and trnck. A two-way back m footbal . he 1s regarded as one of the best punten, in school history. He had an 80-yard punt \S. Oregon State m 1927 and a 75 yard punt the following year. In 1928. he starred for the 8-2 n.-cord team which beat nval P1u for the first time m four years. 9-6. He .anded a 4~-yard pass to set up wvu·s only TD m the wm He WdS selected to the 1930-39 era All T1111e Team. Af\cr collegc. he was head football co.tch for 23 years al three southern W.Va high schoo s Mount Hope, St Albans and Charleston - wllh a coachmg record of I :!9-50-7 He also coached the South 10 a 28-13 wm m 1947 in the annual North South Game. Afier retirement from the education field m 1973. he became a high school trnck and football ofT'cial He was one of IO charter \1ai,'llolia Life Achievement honorees for studen1-athle1es and 1s inducted into both the W Va. Spo115 Hall of Fame and WVL S~ Hall ofFamc. He died m 1996. 
Guido DeVecdzis (Weir High School. Class of 1942). llie 5-foot•8 sparkp.ug ,vas one ufthe mos, celebrated Red Rider footba,1-basketba'I athletes 111 the pre-OVAC er.i. Praying for OVAC Hall of fame Legend coach Carl Hamill. he earned all-class A1 ·State in both sports as .i Junior and ~en1or as well as All-Valle) 111 football. the only AII-OV sport honors at the time. 
In basketball. he set a school career pomt re<:oro of 1.169 points in four seasom, dunng a ~"' scoring era. The mark lasted 22 yean, before broken by OVAC charter Hall of Famer Ron (Fri17.) Williams. He aver.iged 19 points a game as a senior when he was named to the eight-player. all"lass All-State team as the Rtlll Riders finished W. Va. Class A nmner-up to Fairmont Senior (38-37). He was a repeat all-tournament selection. As a junior. the guard was picked on the sccond all-dass All-State unit as the Red Riders (21-4) won the regional title before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A tourney and bowing to Huntington East. In football. the running back was a second unit. all-dass All-State honoree as a senior when he scored a Rider-best 17 TDs for a 9-1 record team which lost only to Massillon (Ohio). 6-0. In a 32-0 blanking of Clairton. Pa .. he rclumed a punt 95 yards to score. He playi:d on three Rider teams (1939-41) with records of9-I. 7-2 and 9-2 competing against a top-night tri-stale schedule. He opted to play football at West Virginia U. and lettered on the 1946 Mouniainecr team. He died in 1996. Stall Go/et:, (Bridgcpon High School. Class of 1936). The 6-foot-3. 200-pound Bulldog was a two-sport standout who kd his team into state 1oumamcnts in both bas­ketball and baseball. Nicknamed .. Stash .. and .. Leny-·. the southpaw was a four-year regular first baseman-pitcher in ba.o;cball and the top player on the 27-4 record basketball team which advanced to Ohio·~ large,;t cla,.,, tournament semifinals before bowing to eventual champion Newark afier dcli:ating Cleveland Holy Name and Bowling Green for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker. 
Atkr going I 8-3 in regular season play in the old Ohio Valley Athle1ic Association the predecessor 10 the OVi\C the Bulldogs went 9-1 in post-season play 10 advance the farthest in school h1stol) at the time. He was 1cam captain and earned All-Slate Tournament honors as a guard. Post-season victims included Steubenville. F.ast Liverpool. Shadyside. Toronto and Carrollton. Golev also starred as a Junior on a 20-5 record team. 
In baseball. as a semor. he pitched two no-hit. no-run games m one wc..-ck during the F.astcm Ohm regional tournament lo advance to the state largest Class A event. The Bu ldogs then defeated Toledo Libby. 5-4. m 1he first round before bowmg. 5-4. 10 Columbus Aquinas in the ,-cm11inals. 
Afier high ~,hool. he enro led al Ohio State and p,ayed four seasons of'ba.seball while being scout by ,e,eral pro teams in the prc-drall er.i. While in college. he played pro baseball as a pitcher dunng the sunnners. In I 938, he went I:? 5 with Spnngfie'd. II .. and pl.iyed for Cedar Rapid,. Iowa. in 1939. Af\c:r college. in I 940. he played for three pro teams Charleston. W Va .. Pme Blufl: Ark . .md Ok.uhoma Ctty. Okla. Playmg outlicld•pitcher tor Oklahoma C11y in 1941. he hit .300 in 59 games and was 15-10 as a pitcher before being called up by the Chicago Wh11c Sox. He played m live games a, a pmch-hitter and h.id three hits in live al bats in the majors. A year later. he enlisted m the l, S Annv and u~n release -n 1945. he returned lo mmor league baseball a.~ a pitcher, lirst baseman. outfic"dcr and manager until the mid-1950s. He died in 1997. Charles 'Hank' Moms (McKc..-c~port. Pa. High School. Class of 1939). He made Ins boys ba~kctball coaehm~ mark at old Newport High ( l 955-68) before the school became part of the current Frontier ( I 968-81) Htgh in "IC\\ \1atamoras. His first coaching job was in August. Mo. from 1950-55. Overall. his 31-ycar coaching record wa, 409-247 with 11 league titles. seven sectional championshipi; and a d1stnct crow11 m 1969. Aller Frontier joined the OVAC, he guided the Cougars to Cla,s /I.I\ titles in 1979 and 1981. He won league Coach of the Year honors six limes; won Distnet 12 honors in 1974 plus Ea~tcm Distnct Coach of the Year in 1969 and I 981. the year he coached in the OV/\C All-Star game. Jn 1994, he earned the Earl Habcrlield OV/\C Basketball Coaches /\ward. 
Besides coaching boys basketbal. he served as Athlcuc Director al Newport from 1960-67 and at ~ront1cr from 1968-81. In his first coachingjob girls ba,ketball his Missouri teams \,cnt 79-29. At Newport. he also coached the baseball team for 12 sca.wns with a 97-57 mark and four league. three sectional and one district title. ·nic 196-l team advanced to the ret?1ona tina s. 
He graduated from Salem (W.\a,) College v.here he \\a~ captain and co-captain of the basketball and baseball tea1n, and selected as the Outslanding Senior Athlete. In 1999. he was inducted mto the Mid-Ohio Valley /\thlcuc Hall ofFamc and the Fronller High School Gymnasium was named the Hank Marus Gymnasium and an annual Hank Morus Athletic Scholarship was staned for scmor male and female student-athletes. He also is inducted m tlic Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame and the Otstnct 12 charter Ba~kctball Coache.• Hall. He died in 1998. 
Steve Swisher (Parkersburg South High School. Cla•;;; of 1969). South's first honon..-c was a three-sport Patnot all-stater during the first two years ofthc school who went on to an honored college baseball career before playing mne seasons m the tnaJor leagues. He was a sophomore starter at football end for Parkersburg High before South opened 1Ls doors and he became the school's first maJor multt-sport athlete. He also was a shortstop for a state championship Parkersburg Post 15 American Legion team. In two years at South. he was an all-class, all-state baseba.l shortstop. a second team all-staler as a basketball fo1ward: and an all-state mention as a football end. In two sea­sons of basketball. he scored 1.01~ points and converted all 20 ln:e throws in one game with a high point 0111pu1 of 33 points. Baseball was his future. however. as he accepted a scholarship to Ohio Umversil). which advanced to the College World Senes in his freshman season. ·mat team fean1red Baseball Hall offamer Mike Schmidt. Bobcat coach Uob Wren convened Swisher to catcher and he became a three-time All-Mid American Conference honoree and an All-America selection as a senior. He became the Uobcats• first MaJor League drafi pick m the first round - and the first from West V1rg1m:1 as the 21st overall choice by the Chicago White Sox in 1973. l'rnded to the crosstown Chicago Cubs. he competed for the '.'lat1onal League team from I 914-~7 before pla) ing with the St. Louis Cardinals from 1978-80 and the San Diego Padres from 1981-82. He was the Cubs· represcntati\e m the 1976 All-Star Game. Aller his playing days. he became a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 1997 plus 2005 and major .eaguc coach. He won three mmor league championships in the Cleveland Indians and New York Mets• organizalions and was the Mets· bullpen coach from 1994-96. He was a charter inductee mto the Mid-Ohio Val.cy Sports Hall of 1-ame m 1998. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 

prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 
their school became a member of the conference. 

Ed Bode (13ethd To" nship High School. Class of 1958). As a junior. he led one orOhio·s smallest high schools to the state Class A semifinals before bowing to 

Graus . .,,-72. He was , elected all-toum.iment Playing for OVAC charter Hall of F.ime coach Dick Polls. Bethel won county. sectional. district and regional titles en 

r01<te 10 a 2 7-2 record. 
The 6 toot-4 center was ,:,en belier a, a senior wh,:n Bethel went 22-2 nnd advanced to the dismct finals. Hc not only earned first team All-O1110 Class A by The 

,\ssoe1ated Press. but was named Class/\ Player of the Year. He also repeated as All-Eastern 01110 while scoring 537 points in 24 games. He played m the lirst Ohio 

North-South AII-St~r game alony w11h future Ohm State greats John Havlicek of 13mlgcport and Jerry Lucas of \-11ddlctown. 

Bode earned a scho'arship 10 West \'1rg1111a Uni~crsity \\ here hL, three-year career was limited b) a knee HI.Jury a, hc carned one lcucr .ind played m 43 game, 

He 1hen scr\ed ~3 )'ears as a boys' basketball coach m Ohio with a 325-175 record. He succeeded lllS prep coach. Potts, at Skyvuc where h1, 1964 1c.im won 21 

straight 11ame, bcrore bowmg m the d1,tnc1 finals. Aller three seasons. he coached one year al Doyle,lo\\ n Chippewa before taf..ing a <:oachmg break for two years 

He returned to Sk)vue for four years. \\here a 24-2 team advanced to the regional finals . He coached at Martms 1-crry from 1973-~sand ended his career at Strasburg 

w11II a nme•ye;ir sunc. Bethel became pan of the Skyvue consohdauon which latcr was m the Monroe Central consolidation. 

Bode dred m 2010. 
Bob Bowell 4M~ms 1-eny High School. Class of 194:?) He was a slate honored two-sport Purple Rider athlete in basketball and t,:nrns before bec~ming a 

three-year Ohio Sure basketball regular on nationally-ranked 1c.im, 
The four-year. 1,,0-spon , tandout was a j umor starter on J 27-2 record 1941 Purple R dcr tcani which "'00 the Ohio Class A championship by finishing with 17 

straight wins. capturing section.ii .uid d1stnct title, belore w111mni: four i::ame, in the state event capped by a 3~-30 finals' win over Lakewood. 

Jn Bowcn·s senior season. the Riders hiked the win streak to 33 games before bowing 10 Steubenville. which also ended a 22-3 record Rider season in the district 

tournament. 13owen. nicknamed --Frosty .. , was a second team All-Ohio Class A choi<:e by The Associated Press while teammate Lou Groza earned third team honors. 

Ferry started ccnnis as a prep sport in 1940 and Bowen excelled as he teamed as a senior with junior teammate Ken Kadar to win the area "sonly Ohio state doubles 

title in 1942. Fcrry·s learn captured a district crown 1hat year. 
Bowen enrolled al Ohio Stale and became a three-year basketball starter in 1944 and 1946-47. The 1944 and 1946 teams won Big Ten Conlcrencc titles and played 

in the NCA/\ national loumamcnts where the Uuckeycs placed fourth in 1944 and 3rd in 194(>. 

Bowen and Kadar were both inducted into the Martins Ferrv Athletic Hall or Fame in 2016. 

Russell (Bu.~) LaRtte (Wheeling High School. Class ~f 1926). He was a four-year Wildcat standout in football. basketball and baseball that went on to cam 

seven letters in two sports at West Virginia University. 
In football. he was a do-it-all running back, passer and punter and two-year team captain. In both his junior and senior seasons. he earned first team ,\II-Valley and 

All-State and twice selected captain. /\s a senior, he led the Wildcats to an 8-1-1 record and. with no state playoffs and no in-state losses. while outscoring roes by 

172-16. the Wildcats claimed an ··unollicial .. state title. They delealed Parkcrsburg. Huntington. Faim10n1 Scnior. Clarksburg Victory. Moundsville. Benwood Union 

and Ma!!oolia. 
In basketball. the Wildcats were state one-class runner-up 10 Huntington in hb junior season and he earned second team all-toumament honors. After the ,tate e"ent 

at Buckhannon, the team competed in the National Tournament in Chicago. which invited all stale champions and runners-up. 

He enrolled at West Virginia Uni,·ersity where he played ror coach Ira (Rat) Rodgers and lettered three seasons at fullback. The 1928 team went 8-2. He was also 

a four-year lellcnnnn as a third baseman on 1hc baseball team. 
Alier graduation. he returned to Wheeling as an Ohio County high school and junior high teacher and coach. 

He is deceasi:d. 
Robert Lilie11tltal (Cambridge High School. Class of 1953). He earned stale honors in football and basketball for the Bobcats. /\ three-season football starter at 

quarterback. he led 1he Bobcats as a senior to its lirst Central Ohio League championship. and No. 11 state Class A ranking. including a 20-14 win over third-rank,:d 

Zanesville. 20-14. He wa, named second team All-Ohio and lirst team All-COL. He played for the South 1eam in the annual Ohio North-South game opposite the first 

ccam All-Ohio quarterback Len Dawson of Alliance - a future Purdue University and Kansas City Chiets· scandout. 

A four-year starter in baskelball. he led the Bobcats. as a junior. to the Central Ohio League co-title and earned second team All-COL. In his senior season. the 

Bobcats n..'Cordcd the school's lirst unbeaten regular season and went 23-0 before bowing in the district toumamcnt. He repeated on the All-COL second team and 

was selected to third leam All-Ohio Class A by United Press International. 

He enrolled at Ohio Srnte and was in the rootball program for 1hrcc years. The 6-foot. 174-pounder was one of seven quarterbacks on the I 0-0 n::cord 1954 team 

which defeated USC. 20-7 in the Rose 13owl and was the national poll champion by the AP. The 1955 team went 7-2 and repeated as 13ig Ten Conference champion. 

The Cambridge rcsidenl was inducted into the Cambridge /\thletic Hall or Fame in 2018. 

Cltris Yura (Morgantown High School. Class or 1999). He was a state record-setting nmning back (102 ,areer TDs. 50 as senior) who earned the Kennedy 

Award as .state all-dass Player or the Ycar as a junior before placing third as a senior behind the only first place tie in history between two ocher state record-setters 

- J.R. House of Nitro (passing) and Quincy Wilson of Weir (rushing). A two-time lirst team Class ,\,\A all-stater. he earned All-America mention from US/\ Today 

as a senior. 
The 5-loot-11. I RS-pounder led the ,talc in scoring 1wo straight years and rushed for more than :!.000 yards in bolh his junior and senior seasons to end with more 

than 5.700 c.irccr yards in three years. 
He led lhc Mohigans to a 12-2 record as a senior and state runner-up lo a House-led Nitro in a memornble 69-52 ··Super Six .. shootout at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Yura nursed an ailing ankle and didn ·1 start the game, but was inserted 10 score his record 50th season TD. 

As a junior. Morgantown was unbealen in regular season but was upsel in 1he playoffs. Yum rushed for 2.017 yards and scored 37 TDs. He was a three-time AII­

NC,\C Conference sclc.:tion. 
Recn1ited by several Division I colleges. he opted for Notre Dame U .. where he was a four-year lcllcnnan. mostly as a special teams player and backup fullback. 

The 2000 Irish team went 9-3 and ranked 15th nationally. The 2002 learn was I0-3 with a 17th national poll spot. 



$ LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2022 $ 

Johnny 
August 

Al 
Christopher 

Allan 
Collins 

Jim 
Monigold 

Julie 
Wheeler 

Legends ofOVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Jo/11111y August (Shadyside High School. Class of 1940). 'lhe 5-10, 160-pounder was a four-year baskelb,tll and lhrec-ycar football regular and star on lhe 
9-1 record l ppcr Ohio Valley l eague lltlc team of 1939 which outscored foes, 294-42. The l\\·o-way halfback-punter-kicker eamcd 1st Team All-Valley honors. In 
basketball. the semor team cap1.iin led the team in scoring with 305 pomts in a low•sconng era and set .i school record with 40 poinis 111 a 64-46 regular season finale 
win O\'cr Barnesville He was a 1hrcc-1ime AII-Secllon foumamenl choice. 

He declined a basketball scholarsl11p at Indiana L' m,ersity to play footba I at Ohio State. After a year on the freshman learn. he transferred to the Uni,crs11y of 
Alabama and became a starting tailb.ick as a junior. A top runner. passer and punter, he was labeled by local media as .. Tnple Threat Johnny August." He was a standout 
in a 31 -21 Orange Bowl v·ctory 0\ er Boston College on Jan. I. I 943. 

Aui ust then served two years dunng World War ll as a \1anne drill instructor at Parris h.:and. S.C .. before returning to Alabama for his scmor year in 1945. He 
was a startmg fullback \, ith famed Harry G,rmer at tailback In the Jan. I. 1946 Collon Bowl. the Tide Jost 10 a Texas learn led by Bobby Layne and Tom Landry 

He was drafted by the Cleveland Browns in the eighth round as the 70th O\erall \/1-L pick. He played one season -.,,ith the pro Brooklvn Dodgers. but mjunes cut 
short his career. He died in Rome. Ga .. 111 1998 

Al Christopher (Caldwell Hi!!h School. Clas, or 1953}. He was an All-Ohio Cla,s A quarterback on the Redskins' 9-0 unbeaten team of 1952. Also. an AII­
Muskin~um Valley League honoree, the three-year starter completed 143 of288 pas,c, for 1.7!:\9 yards III an era of imited passing. He .ilso played prep basketball. 

At Ohio University. the 1957 graduate was a four-year kicking specialist on the Bobcat~· football team. 
A prep football coach al Wyoming High in Cincinnati. he won three conference titles and was head coach of the Ohio Shrine Game and coached in the North-South 

All-Star Game in Canion. He served as President of the Ohio Coaches Association in 1966. 

He wcnc on to Muskingum College as head football coach (1970-f\0). golf coach ( 1978-92) and athlclic director. He earned Ohio Athletic Conlcrcncc Coach ofYcar 
honors when Muskingum won the 1975 OAC title and led the golf team 10 an OAC conference title and No. 13 national ranking. 

An avid golfer, he won the Zanesville Senior Championship in 1994. 1996 and 1998. 
A charter 1998 inductee into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. he also is inducted into the Muskingum University Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Allan Collins (Oak Glen High School. Class or 1970}. He retired as head girls' basketball coach at Morgantown High as the most successful largest Class AAA 

pilot in state history. In 24 seasons (1986-2010), he compiled a488-104 record for an 82.5% winning percentage. His teams won five stale 1i1les in 1990. 1992. 1993. 
2005 and 2007 and finished mnncr-up in 1989. 2003 and 2006. 

The Mohigans advanced 10 15 state toumamcnts with 20 wins or more in 14 seasons. The unbeaten (27-0) title team of 1992 was ranked No. 23 nationally by USA 
Today. That squad was led by fellow OVAC Legends' honoree Julie Wheeler, a junior and stale all-class Co-Player of the Year who repeated that honor a,; a senior. 
Collins also coached two other state Players oflhe Year in Virginia 'Jech recruit S1cphanie Carter(l990) and Robert Morris recniit Keri Pryor (2005). 

Collins coached seven NCAA Division-I rccmits among over 20 who earned college scholarships. 

He was named state Girls Basketball Coach of the Year twice as well as conference coach of the year and The Dominion Post Coach or the Year honors. He served 
as coach of numerous all-star teams including the state North-South game, W. Va. vs. Ohio All-Star game and conference all-star classics. 

Collins is also a Morgantown High School Athletic Hall of Fame honoree. 

Jim i11onigold (Conotton Valley High School. Class of 1966). He competed in five sporu in one year for the Rockets--baseball. basketball, football. golf and 
track. He was named All-Eastern Ohio first team in basketball his junior and senior seasons. He went on to Ashland College to play basketball and baseball his fresh­
man and sophomore seasons. 

Alier college. he took over the CV baseball program started by Dave Graham. the son of famed Cleveland Browns· quarterback Ono Graham. and became head 
coach in 1974. He led the Rockets to district titles in 1977. 1982 and 1988. 

In 2000, he was inducted into the Harrison County Sport~ Hall of Fame and. the following year, he was inducted into the Cy Young Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Tuscarawas Counly. He was honored in the Conotton Valley Sports Hall or Fame as an individual and his 1977 baseball team also was inducted. 

The new baseball field at the school was mimed .. Jim Monigold Field" in his honor in 2018. 
Julie Wheeler ( Morgamown High School. Class of 1994 )--The most honored girls basketball player in Mohigan history, she earned I st team Class AAA Al I-State 

lhree seasons and was the sparkplug to the school's back-to-back state titles and a national ranking. 

Playing for lellow OVAC Legends honoree. coach Allan Collins. she led the unbeaten (27-0) team to a national No. 23 ranking by USA Today. During her MHS 
career. she scored 1.612 points in 79 games for a 20.4 a\'eragc and converted 81 % of her free throws. She set a school, and then-slate. record with 199 career three­
point goals. 

She was twice a statewide. all-class major honoree. sharing the Thom Award as Co-Player or the Year as a junior. and repeating as Player of the Year as a senior. 
She also was the state Gatorade Player of the Year and the USA Today state Player of the Year. 

Wheeler accepted a scholarship to Providence College where she played in IOI games as a four-year letlerman and starter. The 5-fool-7 guard set the school record 
with 252 3-point goals and also led the leam in assists two years and recorded 343 career assists. She ended with 1.039 points for a I 0.2 average. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick 
(accepting for the late George Kovalick), 
Gladys Van Home (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna 
Williams (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the late 
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent• 
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'Innocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Paul 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep­
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent­
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway, 
Earl KJevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Ret?d, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond 
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick; 
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe 
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept­
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie 
Dailer. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2009 or their representatives include, front 
row left lo right, Richard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row, 
Harold "Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame Class of 
2010 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
"Streaky" Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin, 
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent­
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright, 
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweiuer. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members or the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurncs, Ross 
Gallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Dei) and 
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob 
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller, 
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for 
T J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2012 
Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2012 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell "Jimmy" Carey), Shawn 
Donley (accepting for the late Charles 
"Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec­
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene ''Eudie" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
late Richard "Dick'' Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr, 
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell. 

OVACHall 
of Fame 

Class of 2013 
Members of the OVAC Hall of 

Fame Class of 2013 or their rep­
resentatives include, front row 
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib­
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac­
cepting for the late Jim Thomas,, 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry 'Moo' Moore. Second row, 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var­
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting 
for Jim Brown), Larry :Marmie, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Mark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany 
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2014 
Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Rick 
Coles, Bill Brubaker, James Compan­
ion, Jim Potts, Dick Edge (accepting 
for the late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman 
and James 'Junior' Moore. Second row, 
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike 
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row, 
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino, 
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie 
Hutchins), and Dan Stephens. Also 
inducted were Paul Richards, Mike 
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack. 

.... 

$ 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2015 
The Class of2015 for the OVAC Hall of 
Fame or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Linda 
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri 
Kellas (accepting for the late George 
Kellas II), David 'Ty' Fleming' and Rod 
Johnson. Second row, Dorothy Powell 
(accepting for the late Duane Powell), 
Pat Graetjens (accepting for the late 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry), John Spence (accept­
ing for the late Paul Rickards) and Miles 
Witchey ( accepting for the late Clyde 
Eads). Third Row, Gene 'Beef' Lamone, 
Rick Nau, Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovi­
cic. Four row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly 
Swierkos and James Taylor; Back row, 
Dr. Dianna Vargo (accepting for Mike 
McLeod, Brittany Hocker, \Ted Talking­
ton and Paul Hoover . 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, their 
representatives) included, Bob Koch, 
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent­
ing the late Jimmy Mountain),Stan 
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West; 
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan 
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn 
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker), 
'.\-tike Habig (representing Neil Habig, 
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn), 
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley 
and Jim Wood; back row, Jim Woofter, 
William Augur (representing Kim 
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates 
Starr, Matt PoweU, Zach Amedro and 
Kacie Vavrek. 

OVAC 
Hal/of Fame 
Class of 2017 

Members of the OVAC Hall of 
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep• 
resentatives include, front row left 
to right, Arthur "Butch" Joseph, 
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave 
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre­
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill 
Gompers; second ro\\, Lisa Glieber 
(representing Tom Franckhauser), 
Angela Hearst (representing 
William 'Catfish' Hearst), Jarrett 
Alford (representing Roger 
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones 
and Scot ;\tlatfe; back row, Jami 
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis 
(representing Nate Davis), April 
Rotilio and Roger Sowers Il (rep­
resenting Roger So\\ers). 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Classof2018 
Members of the OVAC Ha11 of Fame 
Class of 2018 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Ron 
White, Greg Haberfield (representing 
Earl Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim 
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob 
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz; 
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy 
Sessi Spence (representing Geno Sessi), 
Geri Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago 
(representing Don Osby), Willie Tucker 
(representing Bil1 Tucker and Keith 
Vrotsos; back row, Georgia Dawson, 
Ron Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly 
Shields, Reno Saccoccia (representing 
Zach Collaros} and Adam Hoppel. 

® 
OVACHallofFame 

Class of 2019 
The Class of 2019 for the OVAC Hall 
of Fame or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Dr. 
Dan Doyle, Al Glitch, Don Clegg, 
Dave Bruney , Jay Circosta, Jim 
Crosier and Mike Sherwood (repre­
senting Chet Daniels); second row, 
George Deiderich (representing his 
brother, Art Deiderich), Catherine 
Knox (representing her father, Pete 
Gongola), Becky Gala (representing 
her uncle, Bob DiStefano ), Leon 
Jenkin), Jeff Patterson and Ron 
Sismondo; back row, Shelly Carroll, 
Mike Gulan, Jamie Adams, Casey 
Coyne (representing his brother, 
Scott Coyne), Tyler Engle and Liz 
Repella. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2021 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2021 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Jerry 
Narcisi, Rich Wilinski, Scott Nolte, Kim 
Clifford, Robert 'Hubba' Kapral and 
Larry Deaton; second row, Bill Welker, 
Ralph Anastasio; Keith Bloom (repre­
senting Tom Bloom), Pete Abuts and 
Kate McLane (representing Don 'Kip' 
McLane); third row, Joe Blaha, Carl 
Fodor Jr., Daryl 'Boogie' Johnson, Josh 
Watson, Leekycia Brown and Natalie 
Perzanowski. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2022 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2022 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Dr. 
Dianna Vargo, Linda Alexander 
(representing the late Henry 'Hen' 
Healy), Seth Staskey, Robert 'Bo' 
McConnaughy (representing Dave 
Cisar), and Terry Depew; second 
row, Mike Coyne, Edmund DiBacco, 
Roger Holdinsky, Fred Bruney 
(representing the late Bob Bruney), 
and Tony 'Gary' Marvin; third row, 
Richard Summers, Lori Heady, 
Jeff Woofter, Chris McGhee Sr. 
(representing Curtis McGhee, Jr.), 
DJ Duke and Teddi Jo Maslowski. 



~ MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS Ci 
W' FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased. 
Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals. 
Wins/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.) 
Baseball: 250 wins. 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles 
2. OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased 
25 years of service 
3. MEDIA: 
Can be inducted any time 
20 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 
4. OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Contributions to the conference 
5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR: 
Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been successful 

in the high school/college/professional ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories. 
6. ATHLETES: 
Must be out of high school IO years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and professional 

accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume. 
Baseball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Basketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams 
Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Football: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Softball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Swimming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Tennis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Track: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Volleyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Wrestling: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
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