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Dr. Dianna Vargo

Dr. Dianna M. Vargo (SL. Clairsville High School, Class of 1977). A true “goodwill ambassador™ of the
conference, Dr. Vargo has the distinetion of being the first lemale member of the OVAC Exceutive Board when
she came aboard in 2001, and she remains the only female more than 20 years later. She also served two years
(2007-08 and 2008-09) as president of the board,

Dr. Vargo has done ycoman work as chairman ol the George Strager “Evening with the Stars™ Banguet ai
Wheeling Park’s White Palace. an event showeasing the players, coaches. cheerleaders and Queen of Queen
candidates participating in the annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game.

The OVAC Varsily Board was also the brainchild of Dr. Vargoe. The premise of the Varsity Board - which includes
two students (one boy. one girl) from a majority of the conference schools — is “empowering student-athlewes 10
promaote leadership, character and knowledge™ and includes discussions on various topics such as sportsmanship
and community involvement.

Dr. Vargo is a 1981 graduate of Ohio University with a Bachelor of Arts and Scienees in Mathematics. She
carned 2 Master of’ Arts in Science/Mathematics Education from Wheeling Jesuit College in 1987, a Master of Dr. Dianna Va
Arts in Education Administration lrom West Virginia University in 1993 and a Doctoral in Educational Leadership *
from West Virginia University in 2009, She spent more than three decades with Ohie County Schools. first as a
math teacher and track/cross country coach at Wheeling Park High School in the carly 1980s: served as assistant principai and then in 2001
became high school principal at Park; assistant superintendent in 2005 and then in 2009, she was appointed the Deputy Superintendent of €
County Schools. In 2012, Dr. Vargo was named Superintendent of Ohio County Schools. serving in that capacity until 2016.

A resident of Wheeling, she also serves on the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and is a member of the City of Wheeling Municipal Civie Servi
Commission. Dr. Vargo currently serves as the Director of Graduate Education and Accelerated Centitication for Teaching Programs at Wheeling Univ

AT gy,

Henry ‘Hen’ Healy

Henry (Hen) Healy (St. John Cemral High School, Class of 1944), He enjoyed success as a head coach i
sports at two conference schools — St John Central and Paden City — amassing an overall football record o
52-3 and a baskctball record ot 1531-48 and 15 ene of only two OVAC-¢ra coaches who won state champio
in both sports {the other was Hall of Famer Burdell “Jimmy™ Carey ol Weir High.

Healy was at St John Central from 1954-57. coaching the school’s only perfect-record tootball eam (¢
1956) which was led by Hall of Fame running back Joe Marcon. He was named OVAC Coach ol the Y
1957, His three-year record with the Irish was 19-7. He was also head basketball coach three years at SIC
ning the OVAC Class A championship in 1956 and posting a three-year record of 39-18,

He moved on o Paden City. coaching there from [957-1971. guiding the Wildcats to carly successes ir
foutball and basketball. in foothall. he coached 15 vears with a record of 98-45-3 with three unbeaten e
seasons and three West Virginia Class A championship game appearances. The Wildeats won their lirst
crown in 1970 after lusing in the finals twice 10 a powerhouse Monongah squad ied by the likes of

‘Hen’ Healy Marbury and Nick Saban. Healy's 1959 and 1963 teams were unbeaten, but they didn’t compete in the two

state playofls. His 1966 tcam went 9-0-1. but again didn’t make the playolts, Among the Wildeat stars «

tme were fature Syracuse back Denmis “Dink™ Blatt: future WVL backs Mike Nelson and Larry sine: and Arcelius “Ace™ Lyle. brother of |

Chicago Bears’ defensive back Garry Lyle. In basketball, he coached Paden City Lo a six-year record of 112-30. highlighted by the school®

West Virginia Class A state title in 1960, The 23-4 record team was led by Marshall University recruit Walter “Nook™ Smittle. None of h
Wildcat teams won less than 15 games. Healy aiso served as Paden City's athictic director and principal.

He played Tootball and basketball at St John's. then served in the U.S. Army during WWI belore auending West Liberty State College +
he was a four-year letterman in two sports, graduating in 1951, He was a standout a1 fullback and defensive back under Coach Joe Bartell
forward on the basketball team. He was inducted into the West Liberty Athletic Hatl of Fame in 1984 and the Wetzel County Hall of Fame in
He passed away in 2003 at the age ol 76.

Seth Staskey

Seth Staskey (Shadyside High School, Class of 1998). There have been members of the Ohio Valley media
with Jonger tenures than Staskey. but probably none more passionate about the conference and its athletic pro-
grams. In 23 years {and Jikely for another two decades or more), Staskey has reported on sporting events up and
down the Ohio River on both sides. in every sport imaginable,

He started his journalism carcer in 1999 at The Times Leader. quickly ¢levating to the position ot sports editor
In addition 1o articles. columns and photographs appearing in the castern Ohio newspaper. his works also appear
regularly in The Intelfigencer. Wheehing News Register and The Herald Star, He is also a frequent guest sports
commentator for WKKX Radio and WTRFE-TV7,

Staskey 15 a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. the Chio High School Athictic Association
(OHSAA) Media Advisory Commitiee and a member of the OPSWA East District Footbal|, Boys Basketball
and Girls Basketball All-Star Selection Commiuee,

His direet involvement with the OVAC includes serving as a member of the Hall of Fame Commitiee. the -
Track Committee. the Golt Committee and the Basketbatl Commiuee: handling media releases for the OVAC Seth Staskey
Rudy Mumlcy All-Star Football Game and OVAC Samuel A. Mumicy All-Star Basketball Classic: and he is the
public address announcer for the OVAC Cal Giltin Track Championships at Red Devil Siadium in St Clairsville.

Staskey also finds time 1o umpire sofiball from youth leagues through high school as a member of the Ohin Valley Board of Softball U




+OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2022%@

Ut
- 73
Dave Cisar

s¢ Cisar (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1964). Cisar enjoyed a historic coaching carecr at

nolia High School in New Martinsville, W.Va., collecting an incredible 1,051 combined victories in baseball
ootball = the most in OVAC history.

-8 years as head baseball coach. Cisar posted an 893-440 record (most wins in OVAC history; second all-
in West Virginia) with nine OVAC tournament or regular season titles (1976, *80, "82, *94, "98, 2000, 01,
09), 10 regional championships, one West Virginia Class AA State Championship (2006 with 24-7 record)
hree state runner-up finishes { 1984, 2003, 2013). His tcams enjoyed nine 20-wins seasons and five 30-win
ms. Cisar was the 2007 West Virginia State High School Bascball Coach of the Year.

went 158-107 in 24 seasons as head football coach with four OVAC titles (1981, '91,792, "98); seven
3SAC playoff appearances (1978, "81, 83, *86, '88, *92 and "93) and three state runner-up finishes (1981,
nd *93). He coached in the 1979 OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game and the 1982 West Virginia
h-South All-Star Football Classic. He was the 1981 and 1988 Intelligencer/Wheeling News Register

ball Coach of the Year. Dave Cisar
ar is a member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame (2012), the Qhio Valley Football

‘hes Hall of Fame (2003), the Bishop Donahue Hall of Fame (2006) and the West Liberty University

stic Hall of Fame (2021). He reccived the Carl R. Hamill Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Chio Valley in 1993 and was
»d that group’s Co-Man of the Year in 2009.

:cond team all-state baseball player as well as the quarterback in football ac Bishop Donahue, Cisar transferred o West Liberty State
ege after one year at Miami-Dade Junior Cotlege and was a three-year standout pitcher on the diamond (1967-69) and two-year captain.
Hilltoppers were 1969 WVIAC champions and went 30-5 in league play during Cisar’s three years on the diamond.

v Martinsville named the road near the athietic fields “Dave Cisar Way™.

Terry Depew

Terry Depew (Juniata (Pa.) High School, Class of 1969). This versatile coach spent more than a quarter century
patrolling the sidelines of Lockhart Alumni Field on the Linsly campus in Wheeling and he was also the valuable
right-hand man to a fellow Hall of Famer with the highly-successful Cadet baseball program.

Depew served as head football coach at Linsly for 26 seasons {1980-2005), putting together a 156-96-1 career
record. That included the first three perfect record teams in the history of the private school which has a football
history dating back to the late 1890s - 10-0 in 1986, 9-0 in 1987 and 10-0 in 1996.
| Depew-coached squads had two lengthy winning streaks — a school record 26 straight (1986-88) and then 19

in a row (1989-90). He guided four teams 1o Ohio Valley Athletic Conference titles, winning in three different
divisions — Class 3A in 1987, Class 2A in 1989 and Class 1A in 1996 and 2004.

He coached the West Virginia squad in the OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star Football Game five times {1934,
*87. *92, 97 and 2005). Depew — who coached three Hall of Fame gridders in Willie Clay. Eddie Drummeond
and Dan Stephens — received the Carl Hamill Award for coaches from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club

Terry Depew in 1993. He was succeeded as Linsly's head football coach in 2006 by his son, B.). Depew, who led the Cadets
r fourth unbeaten season (10-0) in 2011.
e spring. Depew served as an assistant coach under Hall of Famer Gary Sprague, helping lead the Cadets w0 13 OVAC championships.
dition to his coaching, Depew — a native of Mifflintown (Pa.) and a 1973 graduate of Bucknell University where he was a three-year
‘man on the Bison football team - served as Linsly’s business manager and later as the assistant headmaster.

Mike Coyne

ke Copne (St. John Central, Class of 1967). For more than four decades, the casily-recognizable and highly-
ded Coyne made his way up and down the basketball court as an official before finally hanging up his
tle following the 2020-21 season at the age of 71.

12-year active member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials (he's was awarded
anerary lifetime membership upon his retirement), Coyne worked primary in the Ohic Valley Athletic
erence, but officiated games throughout Ohio and West Virginia.

told, Coyne worked a total of 24 state basketball tournaments (17 in Ohio and seven in West Virginia)
sl as countless sectional/district/regional leve! contests, OVAC Tournament games and OVAC Samuel A.
iley All-Star Basketball Games.

yne also refereed the highly-publicized match-up featuring LeBron James and Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary

1st Carmelo Anthony and Oak Hill in Columbus in 2002.
yne was honored with induction into the Ohio High Schoot Athletic Association’s Officials Hall of Fame in

. He was named the OHSAA Official of the Year in 1990; the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association
ial of the Year in 1989 and the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Official of the Year in 2019. Mike Covne
was the first inductee into the Cancer Research Classic Hall of Fame in 2020, having worked at least one y

s in each of the first 12 years of the prestigious hoops event.
received an Outstanding Achievement Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 1992 and was the recipient of the OVAC

vt Dawson Officials Award in 2021.
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Edmund DiBacco (Follansbee High School. Class of 1969). He began calling balls and strikes right out ot high
school and became a fixture on high school and college basceball diamonds for 34 vears ( 1969-2002).

DiBacco worked at the highest level in West Virginia prep ranks. umpiring six WVSSAC State Tournaments
in cither Parkersburg or Charleston. He also had 31 West Virginia Scetional games and 20 Region | Tournament
games 1o his eredit along with cight Ohio Valley Athletic Conferenee Tournament games,

DiBacco also spent 31 years working college bascball contests, ineluding the NCAA Division [H Regional
Tournament in Marictta and home games for countless teams including Bethany, West Liberty, Washington &
Jefferson, Pitt, West Virginia. Kent State, Duguesne, Point Park and LaRoche.

He also had 32 years with American Legion action, including cight West Virginia Stawe Tournaments, six
National Legion Regional Tournaments and the 1991 American Legion World Series in Boyertown. Pa.

DiBacco umpired at the U.S Olympic Trials in 1992 in Millington Tennessce.

Edmund DiBac

Jim Capito

Jim Capito (Bellaire High School. Class of 1958). A school and Ohio Valley sprint and jump record-setic
carned three All-Valley track honers including four events as a senior: Hil-yard, 220-yard and 440-yard
and long jump.

Asa senior, he set Big Reds” scheol records in the 220(22.0), 440 (50.8) and in the long jump {2314 172
later an Ohio Valley record which Tasted 30 years until 1988, He was the individual top scorer in three n
meets - OVAC, Bellaire Relays and the Distriet meet qualifier for the Ohio state meet where a leg injury ¢
his prep career.

He set OVAC records in the 100, 220 and long jump, At the prestigious Bellaire Relays. he won the 100.
and seta meet record ol 51,25 in the 440.

As a junior. the Big Red was All-Valley in three events and placed seventh in the 220 at the Ohio State i
for All-Ohio honors. He also set an OVAC and Martins Ferry Refays 220 standard and set two Bellaire Ry

Jim Capito records. He anchored a school-record 880-vard relay unit mark ol 1:33.8.
In lus sophomore season, he tied the 220-yard mark of 23.3 at the Bellaire Relays, the area’s top invitati
regular season mect during that cra.

He also was a member of Big Reds' fuotball and basketball teams

His track exploits started as a freshman when he was the individual top scorer in the OVAC Freshiman Meet by winning the 100 and 220 sp
inchoring the winning sprint relay unit and placing second in the Tong jump.

Roger Holdinsky _

-

Roger Holdinsky (Moundsville High School. Class of 1958}, Football and track were his best sports but he Rl ?

compeied in Tour sports as a Trojan and three sports at West Virginia University, H
As a prep senior, he led the Trojans o a 9-1 record and was [irst team All-State Class AA. lirst team Al-OVAC [
and co-captain of the All-Valley ~Big School™ selections, He fed state largest class scoring with 129 points while B
“Mr Everything™. according to the All-State release, also passed. quick kicked. punted. kicked off and booted 'i

conversions, and played defense. He rushed for 1,106 yards on 163 carries (6.8 ava).

The Trojan fash scored 19 TDs. added 125 PATs and passed for two TDs. He averaged 50.7 yards on seven
quick kicks and intercepted cight passes on defense. He amassed 1.753 all-purpose yards in 10 games for rush-
ing. passing, returns and interceptions.

He also was captain and top scorer as a senior basketbali player. A Tour-year football and basketball performer.
he also competed two each year in bascbatl and track, where he was a sprinter. Jumper and pole vaulier.

The 5-foot-11. 160-pounder camed a football scholarship to West Virginia U.. where he not only was a {our-
year performer {one year on the freshman team and three varsity letiers as a two-way back and kick returner) Roger Holdinsk
and the Mountaineers” first varsity athlete 1o Jetter in three unrelated sports in several years.

He was a record-sctting track sprinter-jumper with a school-record 21.5 seconds for 220 yards and 46-loo,
d-inches for the hop. step and jump. He won the Southern Conference 220 as a senior and was WVU's top track scorer his fast two years, H
lettered in swimming and carned WVL's “Outstanding Minor Sports Athlete™ award for 962,

Despite his sive. he was drafied by the Green Bay Packers i the 15th Round (210 overall pick) of the 1962 NFL Drail. but opted to return
for employment.
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Bob Bruney | :

Bruney (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1960). He was a football-wrestling standout for the Purple

s before joining the Ohio State University football program.

ywn as “Builet Bob”, the 5-foot-9, 165-pound two-way football back averaged six yards a carry for the 10-0
1 Ferry team which won OVAC Class AA honors in 1959 and was ranked ninth in the Ohio largest Class
oll. He earmed All-Eastern Ohio honors, second team Ali-OVAC and henorable mention on the largest Class
11-Ohio team at defensive back.

vrestling, he was a standout on the second and third wrestling teams at the school which were coached by

»f Famer John (Corky) Vrotsos. As a junior, he was OVAC runner-up at 145 pounds before improving as a

r 1o OVAC 154-pound champion, district titlist and third place in the Ohio championships. The senior co-

in sported a 22-1 record.

went on to play football at OSU where he camned two varsity letters as a defensive back after being a

ymore member of the 1961 team which went 8-0-1, won the Big Ten Conterence titie, and was ranked No, 2
1ally in both wire service polls. Bob Bruney

zr college, he served as Ferry’s head wrestling coach (1976-77), footbalt coach (1974-78) and athletic

o1 {1985-94). He was a wrestling official for 17 years and is inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame and the school

tling Hall of Fame. He received the OVAC’s Mr. Mat award in 1995.

ney's Ferry football coaching record was 26-24 after coaching lronton High (1966-71) to a 29-29-2 mark including 9-1 in his final season.

Gary ‘Tony’ Marvin

Gary (Tony) Marvin (Wheeling High School, Class of 1962). One of the most honored prep athletes in Wildcat
history, he eamed nine letters as a threc-sport regular and served as team co-captain in football, basketball and
track.

[n basketball, he scored 1,399 career points (22.5 average) in three seasons, one of the top two totals in school
history. As a senior, he averaged 25.0 points and earned first team all-class “Big All-State” plus Class AAA and
UPI All-State. He was first team All-OVAC Class AAA captain and co-captain of the All-City team. As a junior,
he averaged 22.1 points on an 18-7 record team which won sectional and regional titles to qualify for the state
event, where he was all-tournament. He eaned first team All-OVAC, All-City and third team all-class “Big
All-State”. As a sophomore, he averaged 20.3 points and earned secend team All-OVAC, honorable mention
all-class “Big All-State” and was the only sophomore on the first teara All-City.

In football, the 5-foot-11. 145-pound two-way back was selected Mr. Footbail and Wildcat team MVP as a

) == senior when he was first team All-OVAC largest Class AAA, second team All-Valley “Big School”, second
ary “Tony’ Marvin Team All-Statc “AAA™ and captain of All-City team. As a junior, he was second team AlI-OVAC Class AAA and
All-City after being honorable mention All-City as a sophomore.
lossomed as a senior in track when he was the leading scorer in the all-class OVAC Track Meet with 17 points, the second highest total in
1s at the time. He won the 440-yard and 220-yard sprints, placed second in the 100 and tied for third in the high jump. He also won titles
“ity Meet, Steel Valley League Meet and the regional before placing fourth in the 440 at the W.Va. Class AAA State Meet in Charleston.
1ed All-Valley track honors.
larshall, he was a basketball walk-on and competed on the freshman team.

- college. he was a long-time Ohio County basketball coach/assistant coach in junior high, junior varsity and at Wheeling Park High School.

Courtney Snyder

rriney Snyder (Steubenville High School, Class of 1973). The 6-2, 190-pounder enjoyed a tremendous
- season for Big Red, playing in a power-laden league that featured teams such as Massillon, Canton
nley, Warren Harding and Niles McKinley. 1
der rushed for 1,039 yards and 11 TDs in nine games as a senior, a season in which Coach Abe Bryan's [l
ed went 7-3. He also landed 13 passes for 161 yards.

legendary Steubenville grid boss called Snyder, “the best all-around back I've scen this year, including
aponents.”
der garnercd Class AAA All-State, All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Eastern District grid honors.
was also a standout for the Big Red hoop squad, earning first-team All-OVAC Class AAA plaudits.
talented runner was recruited by a host of Division [ schools, finaliy opting for Indiana University, coached
¢ Corso. Snyder scripted a tremendous career with the Hoosiers, earning a starting berth as a freshman.
yder hit the ground running in Bloomington, establishing school records for season and career rushing
after his first three years. He was named first-team All-Big Ten as a sophomore after gaining 1,254 yards,
‘as tagged sccond-team All-Big Ten team as a junior after gaining 1,103 yards.

fate would have it, his senior career was cut short in his first game after just five carries for 8 yards.
career totals are 631 rushes for 2,789 yards. He was a Hoosier grid co-captain as a senior. He was featured on the cover of a prescason national
t guide, promoting All-America and Heisman Trophy Award candidates.
so. now an ESPN Game Day celebrity, called Snyder, “the best running back ['ve ever coached.”

Courtney Snyder
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Richard Summers (Sistersville High School, Class ol 1978). This basketbail standout put up some prolific
numbers while performing For the Tigers. earning the nickname “Radar Richard.”

Summers linished with 1,824 carcer poinis betore heading ofl 1o Concord College where he played for three
SLASONS.

The 6-2 dandy averaged a whopping 38.2 points per game as a senior (1978) the highest wtat sinee St. John
Central’s Allan Hornyak's 41.9 in 1969. As a resull, he was the top scorer in the state that season.

That same scason, Summers scored 74 points in a 113-88 win over Win County. He also tallied games of 59
55 and 54 that winter.

He was accorded first-team honors for the All-W. Va. Class A, OVAC Class A and All-Vailey Small School
teams.

As 4 junior. Summcrs averaged 261 points, seventh best in the state. He led the Tigers 1o a 20-5 campaign,
falling 10 Gauley Bridge in the state semifinals. The talented sharpshooter was first-team All-W, Va.. All-OVAC
Class A and All-Valley “Small School™, .

Summers enjoyed a sparkling sophomore scason, averaging 17 points a contest as Sistersville compiled a 21-3 Richard Summ
campaign. He was a third-team All-Valley selection.

Summers has also scripted a superb coaching resume, guiding the Tyler Consolidated volleyball team o much success.

Lori Heady

Lori Heady (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1980). Heady was nothing short of dominating Tor €
Dave Linn’s basketball juggernaut,

The talented 6-foot center tallied 1.594 carcer points during her illustrious Trail carcer. Her (inal
campaigns saw Linn's charges compile a T1-4 record while advancing (o the state tournament cach seasor

As a senior, Heady averaged 19 points and 12 rebounds per contest, She gamered first-team All-Ohio b
from both the UP[ and AP. Both wire services named her the Class A Player of the Year.

During her final campaign at Trail. she held led her team Lo a sparkling 26-1 record. The lone blemish
tn the state championship game, falling 1o Manslicld St. Peter's. 61-57,

She was a first-tcam A[-OVAC, All-District [2 and All-Eastern District selection while also being m
honorable mention All-American, She played in the OVAC and District 12 all-star games.

As a junior, Heady was an inlegral part in Trail capturing the coveled state basketball championship
Warriors capped a sparkling 23-2 scason by downing Holgate. 51-32. in the Class A title it

She was a first-team All-Ohio selection as she averaged 135 points a pame. Heady was a third-1cam all
honoree as a sophomore, a campaign in which she averaged 16.5 points per contest.

Trail amassed a superb 22-1 record in her sophomore season. The lone blemish came at the hands of Smithville, 41-38. in the Class A
tourney semifinals

Heady continued her basketbhall career at the University ol Charleston. She carmned three letiers on the collegiate level, netting 873 career poin
807 rebounds. Heady helped Charleston pocket theee WVIAC regular-scason crowns and two conference tournament championships. Charli
reached the NAIA National Tournament twice

Heady was previously mducted inta the East Guernsey:Buckeye Trail and District 12 Basketball Coaches Association halls of fame..

Jeff Woofter

Jeff Woofter (Oak Glen High School. Class of 1981, Woolter was a football. w restling and track star for the
Golden Bears, It was on the gridiron, however, where the 6-3. 238-pounder made his biggest impacl., following
in the lootsteps of older brother. Jim, who starred at Tennessee

Woolier was a three-year starter on the offensive line and linebacker for Oak Glen while also handling the
punting chores. During his senior campaign, he was named frst-tcam AILLW. Vo, in Class AAA. frst-tean
All-Valley and first-tcam AI-OVAC. The Golden Bears enjoyed a winning campaign that fall. marking just the
fourth such season in scheol annals,

An cxclamation point on his banner senfor campaign was Woolter receiving the coveted Hunt Award, which
s presented o the West Virginia Ali-Class Lineman of the Year,

He charted 126 tackles at linchacker as a senior while picking off three passes. covering three fumbles and
forcing five others. Wooller topped all Ohio Valley punters with a 40.7 average.

As a junior. he was accorded seeond-team All-State honors while being tabbed lirst-team All-OVAC. He
graded out at 90 pereent blocking efliciency before grading 91 percent as a senior.

Wooller's bulk and athleicism lended themselves nicely to the hasketball hardwood. He was a three-year hoop
starter for the Golden Bears, netting more than 800 career points.,

He was also standout in track and lield. carning three fetters. He quahitied for the West Virginia state meet in the shot put and discus two
placing third as a senior in the discus with a 10ss of 153-%.

After receiving his OQak Glen diploma, Woolier ok his immense 2rid skills to Penn Staie | miversity. choosing the Nittany Lions over so
Division [ offers, Woodier was a two-year starter lor Coach Joe Paterso in Happy Vallew.

He 1s currently the superintendent for the Barbour County Schaol District. He previously served as Hancock County sheriff,

aNE gy

Lori Heady

Jeff Woofter
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g OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2022 %
Darin Ford .

in Ford (Cambridge High School, Class of 1990}. Name the sport and this former Bobeat shined brightly.

)\d, Ford earned 10 varsity letters for the Bobcats, including three in football and basketball and four in track and field.

as in football where Ford made his biggest impact, Twice named to the Associated Press’ All-Ohio first team in

don 11, Ford finished his career with 3,697 rushing yards. which currently ranks second in Cambridge High history. He
single game of 388 yards against Zanesville, which still stands as a school record. Along with the aforementioned All-
accolade, Ford was named All-Eastern District in Division 1l as a sophomore, junior and senior. The latier two seasons,
15 named Offensive Back of the Year. He was also recognized as First-Team All-OVAC as both a junior and senior and
1s named to the All-ECOL squad.

the hardwood, Ford finished his career with 1,026 points, which currently stands as fourth-most in CHS history. He @ ﬂ :
named third team All-Ohio as a senior after a campaign in which he averaged 20 points a game, He was named - = :

1d team AlI-OVAC Class AAAA and first team All-District 12 as both a junior and senior. Ford was a part of the first Darin Ford
ats team to play in the OHSAA Division I State Towrnament in 1988 and was the first player to make a 3-point shot in the state tournament.

ed was the name of the game in the spring for Ford as he shined in the short sprints. He ran 10.8 in 1990 in the 100, which tied Doug Donley’s

) record, and 22.34 as a junior in the 200, which is the third-best time. He ran in the Division il state meet as part of the Bobcats” 4x100 relay,

h clocked a school-record time of 42.74. He was narned the team’s most outstanding track performer as a junior and senior.

1 was named the recipient of the Cambridge High School Ray Volz Award, which goes to the school’s most outstanding male athlete. He was also

‘ted as part of the charter class of the Cambridge High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017.

«t his prep career, Ford went to the University of Akron where he played football and lettered twice. He played primarily on special teams in 1992,
ed his way into the offensive rotation in 1993 by starting four games, He amassed 202 yards rushing, 194 yards receiving and saw action asa
returner. He was a team captain for the Zips in 1994 and when he ranked second on the team with 45 carries for 205 yards. He was named an Out-
ing Senior Award winner and an Offensive Back of the Year award winner.

alayed professional football in Europe and had a tryout with the Hamilton TigerCats of the Canadian Football League.

Curtis McGhee

Curtis McGhee (Wheeling Central Cathotic, Class of 1993). 1t didn’t matter what the sport was, this former Maroon Knught
is one of the most impressive to ever wear a Central uniform.

Though he lettered multiple times in three sports. it was on the football ficld where McGhee left his biggest impact.

McGhee tallied an impressive 4,487 all-purpose yards during two seasons as the chief option for the Knights. Included
in that total are 3,883 yards rushing and he also scored 48 touchdowns.

As a senior, McGhee did the bulk of that damage. He actually led the entire OVAC and state of West Virginia in
rushing yards en route to placing third in the voting for the prestigious Kennedy Award. He trailed only OVAC Hall of Famer
| Mark Cisar and future Pro Football Hall of Famer Randy Moss in the voting. During that season, McGhee posted 2,690 of
the aforementioned all-purpose yards. He rushed for 2,330 stripes and scored 30 touchdowns on 314 carries. Defensively,
artis McGhee McGhee lefi his mark as well, tallying 66 tackles and six interceptions. He also punted with an impressive 38.7 yard

average. During his junior campaign, McGhee accounted for 1,797 all-purpose yards in 12 games. He rushed for 1,453
yards and [8 touchdowns, Defensively, he posted 79 tackles and an interception.
ously, McGhee's fine seasons did not go unnoticed. He was named to the West Virginia All-State Class AA team, All-OVAC and All-valley squads.
; a co-captain of the big-school squad as a senior. He earned all of the same accolades as a junior. Since his prep career ended, he was named to the

Ohio Valley Football Players of the last 50 years by the Wheeling newspapers.
yp of football, McGhee was a three-year mainstay in basketball and baseball. He eamned AIFOVAC, All-Valley and All-West Virginia honors in both
He also played in the OVAC All-Star Game in all three of his chief sports.

- graduation, McGhee accepted a scholarship to play at the University of Pittsburgh as a defensive back. He put forth an impressive career with
ithers, lettering four times. He finished his career with 244 tackles, which still ranks in the top 25 in Pitt history. He served as a captain during the

D.J. Duke

© Duke (River High School, Class of 2009). Although he shined in football, it was in the shot put circle where this former
left his biggest imprint.

<e wasted little time asserting himself into the Ohio Valley throwing scene. He launched the shot put to a mark of better
50 feet as a freshman, something very seldom accomplished. He qualified for the OHSAA Division 111 state meet that
n, but he didnt rest on his accomplishrments.

4ing the winter. before his sophomore season. Duke experimented with learning how to spin, which for a shot putter is high
sut high reward. He eamed a retum trip to the state meet afler claiming the district title and the silver medal at the regional.
Atinuing to work on the spin, Duke mastered the trade prior to his junior season. He put forth an undefeated campaign that
inaicd with his first Division 111 state championship. which he claimed with a mark of 60 feet, which was nearly four feet
- than his nearest competitor.

1, though. there was motivation for Duke, who found himself competing against the tape measure in most meets during

snior campaign. He won those competitions. too. Duke defended his state championship with a state meet and state- D.J. Duke

d mark of 68-8 1/4. That proved to be the fifth time he broke the state record his senior season.

10ld, Duke won four OVAC and district championships and three regional titles. As of 2022, he still owns the state mect and state record.

ke competed in the Nike Outdoor National Track and Field Championships in 2009 and eamed All-America status with a sixth-place finish.

top of the shot put. he also worked himself into a solid discus thrower. He posted the top mark in the OVAC as a scnior at 159-7. He also qualified to
ale meet as a senior, Continued on next page




%% OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2022
| Stephanie Morgan

Stephanie Morgan (Barnesville High School, Class of 2009y, The wrm "greatest of all time” gets thrown around quite
frequently. However, when it comes 1o Ohio Valley female distance running. the acronym GOAT is totally accurate.

Morgan arrived at Barnesville High alter competing as an cighth grader and freshman in Clarkston, Mich. Her family
moved back 1o the Ohio Valley in the summer of 2006 and as it pertains to distance running. records and awards., the
rest is history,

Morgan wasted little time in asserting herself in the Ohio prep running seene. Afier linishing fi(th in the Division 111
stale cross country meet, Morgan basically never lost another race inside the state of Ohio.

All told. Morgan claimed cight OHSAA state championships. She won a pair of cross country titles in 2607 and
2008. She didit’t just win those races, she ran away from the field. As a junior. Morgan broke the tape in 17:27.36,
which was 61 scconds faster than her nearest competitor,

Margan won three OVAC cross country titles, three district titles and three regional crowns. She also claimed the
Nike Midwest Regional meet and went on to finish 16th at Nike Nationals. She was a finalist at the National Cross
Country Foot Locker nationals as a senior. .

As a senior, she won the state CC title with a time of 17:57 and was 38 scconds ahead of the runner-up finisher. Stephanie Mor;

O the track, Morgan was cven more dominant. Atier (inishing state runnee-up in the 1600 in Michigan as a lrosh,

Morgan didn’t lose again. She won the 1600-meter run title as a sophomore. junior and senior, Her winning time as a sophomore was 4:45.21, whi
was a slate and state meel record.

She claimued the 3200-meter run crown as a sophomore and then shifled to the 800 for her final two prep campaigns, but the distance didn™t matee
still dominated. running a 2:09.77 as a senior. which was a state and state meet record.

Morgan was named hoth Ohio’s Gatorade Female Cross Country (2007 and 2008) and Track Athlete of the Year twice {2008 and 20097, As 4 sen
Junior. she was an All-American in the 1300M thanks to a third-place finish at the USA Junior Nationals. As a senior, she won the mile a1 the prest
Penn Relays in Philadelphia.

Aller high school, Morgan atiended Baylor University. She ran in the NCAA Division 1 National Championships lor the Bears as a [reshman. S)
transferred (o the University of lllinois alier one scason and had an impressive carcer there, too. With the 1lini, she competed at the NCAA Ouidoc
Nationals in the 1500 in 2012 she was part of'a Big Ten Indoor Track championship squad in 2013 and eamed All-Big Ten acclaim twice, includit

cunner-up finish in the 8K} during the 2011 indoor campaign.
o L]
Teddi Jo Maslowski

Teddi Jo Mastowski (Sweubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 2011). As it pertains to f
hurdling in the Chio Valley, very few, il any. have done it better than this former Crusader.

Maslowski put forth a career that won't ever be forgotten. Alier all. it included an amazing scven
championships. 15 total All-Ohis [inishes, a Division 11 team state champtonship in 2011 and a perfect
16 in OVAC championships.

Though she did win an OVAC title in the 100-meter dash as a freshman., it didnt ke long for Catholic C
coaches 1o realize that hurdles were going to be the kevnote event(s) for Maslowski.

As @ freshman, Maslowski got her et wet at the state meet by [inishing seventh in the 100 high hurdle:
third in the 300 [ows.

Maslowski returned in 2009 and claimed her first state championship. winning the high hurdles in 14,71
was part ol a state runner-up 4x200 wam and also finished with silver in the low hurdles

Teddi Jo Maslowski In 261410, Maslowski continued her domination in the high hurdles, skimming the ttight in 14.44, which ¢
time was a state meet record. She then anchored the 43206 team to a gold medal and made it a hurdle sweep
442.61. which was both a Division |11 state and state meet record at the time. She was also part ol the 4x 100 1ecam that finished fifth.

Continuing her brilliance as a senior, Maslowski made it a three-peat in the high hurdles in 2011 breaking her own state-meet record with a i
She anchored the 4x2 to another title in 1:42.64 and repeated in the lows with a 44.79. She compleied her brifliant career with a state runn
tinish in the long jump m what was really the only season she focused on the cvent.

With Maslowski's 28 individual points. the 10 from the 4x2 and the 4x] 1eam’s abiiity o register a sixth-place finish, the Crusaders wo
tcam title with 41 points.

Maslowski was named the Eastern District’s Division 1H Female Track Athlete of the Year four times.

A standout in the classroom as well, Maslowski signed 10 continue her career at Duke 1 niversity where she eventually shifted to a multi-
performer. She qualified to the NCAA Division | Quidoor Nationals in 2015, carning honorable mention All-America in the heptathlon. In 2
she took part in the NCAA Indoor National Meet and varned sccond team All-America in the long jump. She also ran on & 4x4 at the national
in 2014. She was All-ACC three times during the indoor scason and twice during outdoor

When she departed Durham, Maslowski owned seven Duke University records and the indoor long jump mark ot 20-9 1/4 sill stands.

Maslowski competed prolessionally for a few years after college and worked for the prestigious Santa Barbara Track Club as an instructot
youth track and field coach.

q.\'\:-' g,

DUKE continued

Duke wmed down several Division | track offers to attend Division 11 power Ashland University. He qualified lor the NCAA Division 11 national mect
indoor and outdoor and camed All-America honors in both.

Duke’s prowess on the football ficld was also impressive as he was a four-vear mainstay alomg both lines for the Pilots, He was named {irst icamAll
Division V1 afier his junior and senior seasons as well as Eastern Distriet D-V1 Defensive Player of the Year twice, He also ook part in the OVAC Al
Foothall Game,




2

Z;LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2022 q:%?

i}x
Johnny Allan Jim
August Christopher Collins Monigold Wheeler

egends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

ny August (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940). The 5-10, 160-pounder was a four-vear basketball and three-year football regular and star on the
rd Upper Ohio Valley League title team of 1939 which outscored foes, 294-42. The two-way halfback-punter-kicker earned 1st Team All-Valley honors. In
dk, the senior team captain led the team in scoring with 305 points in a low-scoring era and set 2 school record with 40 points in a 64-46 regular season finale
r Bamesville. He was a three-time All-Section Tournament choice.

slined a basketball scholarship at Indiana Liniversity to play football at Ohio State. Afier a year on the freshman team, he transferred to the University of
yand became a starting 1ailback as a junior. A top runner. passer and punter, he was fabeled by local media as “Triple Threat Johnny August.” He was a standout
21 Qrange Bowl victory over Boston College on Jan. |, 1943.

1 then served two years during World War II as 2 Marine deili instructor at Parris Island, 5.C,, before returning to Alabama for his senior vear in 1945, He
arting fullback with famed Harry Gilmer at tailback. [n the Jan. 1, 1946 Cotion Bowl, the Tide lost to a Texas team led by Bobby Layne and Tom Landry.

s drafted by the Cleveland Browns in the eighth round as the 70th overall NFL pick. He played one season with the pro Brooklyn Dodgers, but injuries cut
; career, He died m Rome, Ga., in 1998,

hristopher (Caldwell High School, Class of 1953). He was an All-Ohio Class A quarterback on the Redskins' 9-0 unbeaten team of 1952, Also, an All-
sum Valley League honoree. the three-vear starter completed 143 of 288 passes for 1,789 yards in an era of limited passing. He also played prep basketball.

io University, the 1957 graduate was a four-year kicking specialist on the Bobcats’ football team.

1 football coach at Wyoming High in Cincinnati, he won three conference titles and was head coach of the Ohio Shrine Game and coached in the Nerth-South
Game in Canton. He served as President of the Ohio Coaches Association in 1966.

nt on to Muskingum College as head football coach (1970-80), golf coach (1978-92) and athletic director. He eamed Ohio Athletic Conference Coach of Year
vhen Muskingum won the 1975 QAC title and led the golf team to an OAC conference title and No. 13 national ranking.

id golfer, he won the Zanesville Senior Championship in 1994, 1996 and 1998.

1er 1998 inductee into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame, he also is inducted into the Muskingum University Athletic Hall of Fame.

n Collins (Oak Glen High School. Class of 1970). He retired as head girls’ basketball coach at Morgantown High as the most successful largest Class AAA
state history. In 24 seasons (1986-2010). he compiled a 488-104 record for an 82.5% winning percentage. His teams won five state titles in 1990, 1992, 1993,
d 2007 and finished runner-up in 1989, 2003 and 2006.

lohigans advanced to 15 state tournaments with 20 wins or more in 14 seasens. The unbeaten (27-0) title team of 1992 was ranked No. 23 nationally by USA
“hat squad was led by fellow OVAC Legends’ honoree Julic Wheeler, a junior and state all-class Co-Player of the Year who repeated that honor as a senior.
also coached two other state Players of the Year in Virginia Tech recruit Stephanie Carter (1990) and Robert Morris recruit Keri Prvor (2005).

s coached seven NCAA Division-1 recruits among over 20 who camed college scholarships.

s named state Girls Basketball Coach of the Year twice as well as conference coach of the year and The Deminion Post Coach of the Year honors. He served
1 of numerous all-star teams including the state North-South game. W.Va, vs. Ohio All-Star game and conference all-star classics.

s is also a Morgantown High School Athletic Hall of Fame honoree.

Monigold (Conotton Valley High School, Class of 1966). He competed in five sports in one year for the Rockets-—-baseball, basketball, football. golf and
¢ was nared All-Eastern Ohio first team in basketball his junior and sentor seasons. He went on to Ashland College to play basketball and baseball his fresh-
| sophomore seasons.

college, he 1ook over the CV baseball program started by Dave Graham, the son of famed Cleveland Browns’ quarterback Ot Graham. and became head
| 1974, He led the Rockets to district titles in 1977, 1982 and 1988,

10, he was inducted into the Harrison County Sports Hall of Fame and, the following year, he was inducted into the Cy Young Baseball Hall of Fame in
was County. He was honored in the Conotton Valley Sports Hall of Fame as an individual and his 1977 baseball team also was inducted.

2w bascball field at the school was named “Jim Monigold Field™ in his honor in 2018.

» Wheeler (Morgantown High School, Class of 1994)--The most honored girls basketball player in Mohigan history, she earned Ist team Class AAA All-State
asons and was the sparkplug to the school’s back-to-back state titles and a national ranking.

g for fellow OVAC Legends honoree, coach Allan Collins, she led the unbeaten (27-0) team to 2 national No. 23 ranking by USA Today. During her MHS
e scored 1.612 points in 79 games for 2 20.4 average and converted 81% of her free throws. She set a school, and then-state, record with 199 carecr three-
als.

as twice a statewide, all-class major honoree, sharing the Thom Award as Co-Player of the Year as a junior, and repeating as Player of the Year as a senior
» was the state Gatorade Player of (he Year and the USA Today state Player of the Year.

ter accepted a scholarship 1o Providence College where she played in 101 games as a four-year letterman and starter. The 5-foot-7 guard set the school record
2 3-point goals and also led the team in assists two years and recorded 343 career assists, She ended with 1,039 points for a 10.2 average




SV, The OVAC Sy

v o Hall of Fame Committee S\
Uy congratulates K
Brooke County Schools
as the Denny Magruder Brooke

Distinguished Service Award
recipient for 2022

The Brooke County Schools have been selected as the 2022 recipient of the OVAC Denny Magruder Distinguished Service /
by the OVAC Hall of Fame Selection Committee. Brooke has been a significant contributor to the OVAC for years. graciously of
nearly all of its top-notch facilities to the conference. At one time or another, Brooke has hosted OVAC tournaments in track.
country, soccer. swimming and dual wrestling. and annually provides mats for the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships »
take place at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling.

Wellsburg was charter member of the OVAC and was joined right away by Follansbee

County Schoc

| \i\@;z}}\ in 1943. The Brooke consolidation has been in the conference since 1969. ,/\“E;E

S \Ai Past winners of the award: Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), %W_ )

i) /g; Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling (2012), Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), *';\y‘?

@m§/ WesBanco Maintenance Staff (2014), Ohio University Eastern (2015), % ;775.‘“ N

(R Oglebay Park/Wheeling Park Commission (2016); Mickey Dufly (2017); Ron (e
Miller (2018); Dave Schafer (2019); Ohio County Schools (2021).
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+ @t The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference |3

2y Hall of Fame Committe is seeking
~ nominations for future consideration
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC ‘Family’,
OVAC ‘Contributor’, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes)

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical informatio
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
¢/o Tom Rataiczak, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906.
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments
(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also request

The 19th anmial OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is schechiled
on Satirday, August 12, 2023 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va.




Congratulations Aunt Di!
OVAC Family

TL photo/Seth Staskey
OVAC Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak stands with new
OVAC President Dianna Vargo. Vargo became the first female
president in the history of the conference in 2007.

Love,
Vincenzia, Antfony, Giuseppe, SHhia, Massimo,
Armando, Ernie Ill, Vitaliana, and Jesse Li




Congratulations ‘Pap’
(Edmund DiBacco)
OVAC Hall of Fame

Call them like you see them!
From your grandkids:
Nathan, Johnathan,
Tiffany, Jeramy and Kellsie
We are proud of you!




Congratulations

Bob Bruney
OVAC Hall of Fame

Class of 2022

!

<V

%

,;m;{\ \_

%

Q& ¢

A

&
%
2N
&

0

4

il asePem

FROM THE MARTINS FERRY
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT




Congratilations

Mike Coyne

St. John Central, Class of 1967

or being inducted
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

The St. John Central Boosters
& the entire Irish Nation
are very proud of you!

Your basketball officiating
career 1S second to none!




Congratulation Al Christopher
Caldwell High School Class of 1953
One of Caldwell’s Finest!

“aldwell High School/Caldwell Athletic Department

ED DIBACCO e

oll 5% Hall -2

- of OVAC HALL OF FAME o

ame CLASS OF 2022
CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR WELL-DESERVE HONOR/

Lo Lon s PBaking and more!
S385 Cllain Street
Qlleirtion. L/ L6062
S04 -650-2045
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Congratulations Dianna!
OVAC Family

B e o, P

I PhotosSeth Staskes

The ribbon was officially cut to open the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco
Arena in downtown Wheeeling, three years to the day that the idea was pitched.
Taking part in the ceremony, from left, Tom Rataiczak (OVAC Executive
Secretary), Dianna Vargo (OVAC President, Orphy Klempa (Project Best) and
Andy McKenzie (Mayor of Wheeling).

Love,
Maddox, Ryder, and Ron Hill




— The
—> Catholic Central High School
Athletic Boosters
congratulate

Teddi Jo Maslowski

L

for her induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2022
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Congratulations
Jeff Woofter
Oak Glen
Class of 1981

We are so proud
of all of your

accomplishments!

Oak Glen
Touchdown
Club
Football
Boosters

Congratulations
Darin Ford!
OVAC
Hall of Fame
Class of 2022

Cambridge
Athletic
Department

Stewart-Gladpat
Manufacturer
congratulates

Al Christopher
OVAC Hall
of Fame
‘Legend’
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The
Purple Rider Booster Club
salutes and thanks

Bob Bruney

for his contributions
to Martins Ferry Athletics
as an athlete, coach & administrator




Congratulations

Curt McGhee

Induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

RLIT




/ CONGRATULATIONS
ol ED DIBAcCCO \\\\\\
FOR YOUR INDUCTION

INTO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2022

— _—

Brittany Cannon
( 740-632-0966
f Bossbabe Braidz and Boutique |

@bossbabe_braids | .
| Borsbiabe Kellitzon ¢

T BOUTIQUE
www.bosshabebraidzandkollection. com
S Lok, ~—

Congratulations
to Caldwell High graduate
Al Christopher
A true ‘Legend of the OVAC’®

GLASS, PAINT & TILE CO.




>COMPASS

REALTY GROUP

CONGRATULATIONS

ALLAN COLLINS
ON BEING NAMED
TO THE 2022 CLASS - |
LEGENDS OF THE
OHIO VALLEY
ATHLETIC

CONFERENCE!

C. Allan Collins, Broker
compass-realtygroup.com




Baldwin Construction Company
congratulates

Al Christopher

for being selected
as a ‘Legend of the OVAC’!

FERGUSON
TIRE SERVICES

3550 Main Street
Weirton, WV 26062
Office: {304) 748-5260
Fax: (304) 748-6257
sales@fergusontireco.com

Congratulations

Ed DiBacco

for being selected
to the OVAC Hall of Fame!




CONCRATULATIONS ;%

JIM CAPITO

BHS CLASS OF 1958

ON YOUR INDUCTION
INTO THE OVAC
HALL OF FAME

BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT %
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Ohio County Schools .,v”ﬂ

and Wheeling Park =\
High School ors
congratulate
Dr. Dianna Vargo
and
‘Tony’ Marvin
[

For your induction
into the OVAC
Hall of Fame
Class of 2022!




The Ohio Valley Wrestling
Coaches Association

Salutes and thanks

Bob Bruney
for his contributions
to the sport of wrestling
in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference
as an athlete,
coach and official




Congratulations '

Dianna Vargo

from: your St. Clairsville friends, family, and staff!
Thank you, Dianna and CONGRATULATIONS on a well-deserved recognition!




Congratulations

Henry Healy

St. John Central Class of 1944

The St. John Central Boosters
& the entire Irish Nation
are proud of your coaching success

and for your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

SJC Coaching Record
Football 19-7
Basketball 39-18
2 OVAC Championships




Congratulations
Ed DiBacco

on your OVAC
Hall of Fame

Induction
Class of 2022

HaII o S
Famz

3135 Main Street, Welrton, WV
www.steeltownautosales.com
steeltownautosales@gmail.com

304-670-4699




CONGRATULATIONS

STEPHANIE MORGAN

FOR YOUR INDUCTION
INTO THE OVAC IHALL OF FAME

&@/—%ﬂ
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Fame

BARNESVILLE INIGH SCHOOL
AND
THE BARNESVILLE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT




CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR SISTER, DIANNA!
OVAC FAMILY

LUl |

i) a1 el g
A EOOTRALL GHE SR
PV LERANE MAITE 1]
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LOVE,
ERNIE, LESLIE, AND ANTHONY




NEVER, NEVER, NEVER QUIT.

FOOTBALL CAREER:
1979 SEASON = ASST COACH

1980 - 2005: Heap CoacH
156 CAREER WINS

3 UNDEFEATED SEASONS:
1986, 1987, 1996

OVAC 1111 .ks:
1987, 198Y, 1996, 2004

BASEBALL CARFER:
1980 SEASON - 2000:
VARSELY ASSISTANT COACH

13 OVAC 111LES
WITH COACH GARY SPRAGL

CoACH TERRY DEPEW

“WHETHER YOU THINK YOU CAN, OR THINK YOU CAN’T...YOU’RE RIGHT
-HENRY FORD

The Linsly School would like to thank Coach Terry Depew
for dedicating his life and career to coaching, teaching and
mentoring generations of Linsly students and congratulate him on bein;
inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame.

The Linsly School

EARN LEAD Live

60 Rnox Lane Wheehng, WV 26003 304.233. 1436 wawn hinslyvoorg
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ROBERT O. BRUNEY

MARTINS FERRY HIGH SCHOOL 1960
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 1964

FAMILY
Thomas L. Bruney Robert D. Bruney Fredrick D. Bruney
Shannon Eleanor Kathryn
Samantha Ezekiel Grace
Zack & Braylen Suzanna Maxwell

Niko

Rocco Judith N. Bruney Thomas & Cheryl Bruney |
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The Morgantown High

Athletic Department
salutes

Julie Wheeler C. Allan Collins

for their recognition as “Legends”
of the biggest and best athletic
conterence in the country!!!




Congratulations

to Caldwell s

@ Al Christopher
on your induction

into the OVAC

Hall of Fame!

CONBRATULATIONS OVAC
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

JSolinny Augusl - Clads of /1940
Seth Staskey - Class of 1998

@suwvsmrs

FINEST

THE SHADYSIDE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT




Baldwin Construction Company
congratulates

Al Christopher

for being selected
as a ‘Legend of the OVAC’!
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FERGUSON
TIRE SERVICES

4550 Main Street
Weirton, WV 26062
Office: (304) 748-2260
Fax: (304) 748 6257
salesi@fergusontireco.com

Congratulations

Ed DiBacco

for being selected
to the OVAC Hall of Fame!




Congratulations

Coach Dave Cisar
on your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2022

MAGNOLIA MAGNOLIA
Plne EAGLES Jlne EAGLES

From the Magnolia Athletic Boosters

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2022

Ed DiBacco

Congratulations
this well-deserved
recognition!




Congratulations
Mr. Jim Monigold

Teacher-Mentor-Coach-Friend

Thank you for all you have done and are still
doing for our Conotton Valley Community.
Your service has and will continue to leave an impact
on our school and community.
We are proud to have you represent us in this capacity.

The Conotton Valley Athletic Booster Club




= The [:
—>0 Catholic Central High School
Athletic Boosters
congratulate

Teddi Jo Maslowski

L i s -.. I".'J'
~ L EAAA

for her induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

— Class of 2022
L (-
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO TIMES-LEADER SPORTS EDITOR
SETH STASKEY
YOU HAVE AUTHORED A REMARKABLE
SPORTS-WRITING CAREER

| AM VERY
PROUD OF YOU!
BUBBA KAPRAL

OO OOOTOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOSCOOOOCOOOOE

O

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

THE

Times Leader

CONGRATULATIONS
SETH STASKEY

FROM
THE EMPLOYEES
OF
THE TIMES LEADER
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Congratulations

Dr. Dianna M. Vargo
OVAC Family

Director of Graduate Education and
Accelerated Certification for Teaching Programs




CONCRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS

OGER HOLDINSKY TO OUR CLASSMATE
FROM RICHARP SUMMERS

CRYSTAL FROM
JEFF & VicKI @ SISTERSVILLE @
JOHN & KELLEY %~ HIGH SCHOOL ™8
MADISON & EMILY CLASS OF 1978

o T

THANK YOU TO THE OVAC
FOR ALL THEY DO FOR THE ATHLETES
OF THE OHIO VALLEY.
I'M HONORED TO REPRESENT
ALL OF THE GREAT ATHLETES
FROM CONOTTON YALLEY
WHO CAME BEFORE ME
AND THOSE AFTER ME.

GO ROCKETS!
JIM MONIGOLD
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THE OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCI
SALUTES OUR 2022 HALL OF FAME HONORE]I

Dr. Dianna Vargo
OVAC ‘Family’

A true ‘Goodwill Ambassador’

<V, for the conference. .
S M, S Mg,
(A o

L (’/\:
ot N, _1'"- L [ 3 ',/ 3
U Thank you and congratulations! — s




Congratulations

Ed DiBacco

on your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

President: JOE BANOVSKY
Secretary: CHIPPY PALEGRINO
Treasurer: GEORGE KUNTUPIS




Seth,
From the little boy reading the sports section to the respecte
professional you are today, your passion for sports has neve
waivered.You've had a privilege not many are granted:
to never have worked a day in your life because

you love what you do!
May you continue to love covering the student athletes of th
Ohio Valley for years to come. Congratulations on your

induction to the OVAC Hall of Fame!

Your mom and dad are beaming with pride right now!

Love and Congratulations
Kristin, The Griffons & Your Entire Family




Congratulations

Ed DiBacco

on your well-deserved
induction into the
OVAC Hall of Fame!




Congratulations

Coach

Richard Summers
on a Hall of Fame
career!

Vance Ash, Kelly Ash,
Randy Rutherford,
Mary Ann Rutherford

2022-2023
marks the 30th year

of the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference |

T'he nations largest functional high school
athletic conference salutes each and every
Hall of Famer and ‘Legend’ for their role
in creating the history of the OVAC |
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n Abramowicz (Class of 2012)
e Abuls (2021)

nie Adams (Class of 2019)

n Alessi (Class of 2004)

ger Alford (Class of 2017)

:k Aloi (Class of 2013)

ch Amedro (Class of 2016)

ne Ammirante (Class of 2012)
Iph Anastasio (2021)

n Anderson (Class of 2009)

m Andy (Class of 2007)

m Augur (Class of 2016)

:ndy Baker (Class of 2006)

1i Bates (Class of 2016)

hley Battle (Class of 2011)

ank Baxter (Class of 2010)

m ‘Bear’ Bechtel (Class of 2012)
die Becker (Class of 2016)

k Bedway (Class of 2007)

ni Bendle (Class of 2017)

:k Berger (Class of 2018)

anna Bernabei (Class of 2010)
m ‘Buzz’ Berry (Class of 2015)
wvid Bertolino (Class of 2014)
ul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Class of 2006)
¢ “JoJo’ Blaha (2021)

i Blankenship (Class of 2016)
m Bloom (2021)

ck Boren (Class of 2011)

an Boroski (Class of 2014)

wvid Bosley (Class of 2009)

1ad Brinker (Class of 2014)

n Brown (Class of 2013)
ekycia Brown (2021)

ss Browne (Class of 2010)

Il Brubaker (Class of 2014)

wve Bruney (Class of 2019)

ed Bruney (Class of 2010)

| Burgy (Class of 2006)

ib Burton (Class of 2005)

ive Caldwell (Class of 2017)
irdell ‘Jimmy’ Carey (Class 0f 2012)
ielly Carroll (Class of 2019)
:ne Cattane (Class of 2007)

y Circosta (Class of 2019)

ark Cisar (Class of 2008)

illie Clay (Class of 2011)

i Clegg (Class of 2019)

m Clifford (2021)

ennie Chatter (Class of 2011)
ck Coles {Class of 2014)

ich Collaros (Class of 2018)
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James Companion (Class of 2014)
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009)

Scott Coyne (Class of 2019)

John Craig (Class of 2008)

Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013)
Jim Crosier (Class of 2019)

Andy Cross (Class of 2016)

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008)

Chet Daniels (Class of 2019)
Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (Class of 2009)
Bill Davies (Class of 2010)

Dee Davis (Class of 2005)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007)
Nate Davis (Class of 2017)
Georgia Dawson (Class of 2018)
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009)
Larry Deaton (2021)

C.R. ‘Dick’ Dei (Class of 2011)
George Deiderich (Class of 2019)
Dave Delande (Class of 2016)

Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010)

Bob DiStefano (Class of 2019)
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011)
Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Class of 2012)
Doug Donley (Class of 2004)
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004)
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008)

Dr. Dan Doyle (Class of 2019)
Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014)
Larry Duck (Class of 2010)

Clyde Eads (Class of 2015)
Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (Class of 2009)
Amber Ellison (Class of 2012)
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013)
Tyler Engle (Class of 2019)

Chris Enochs (Class of 2007)

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Class of 2005)
David ‘Ty’ Fleming (Class of 2015)
Don Fleming (Class of 2007)

Carl Fodor (2021)

Gene Ford (Class of 2009)

Geno Ford (Class of 2004)

Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2004)

Tom Franckhauser (Class of 2017)
Bob Gain (Class of 2006)

Joey Galloway (Class of 2005)
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004)

Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005)

Rich ‘Hoot’ Gibson (Class of 2013)
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006)

Roy ‘A’ Glitch (Class of 2019)

% é}:\
%ﬁy
Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (Class of 2013)
Bilt Gompers (Class of 2017)

Pete Gongola (Class of 2019)
Gordon Gordon (Class of 2014)
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005)
Alex Groza (Class of 2003)

Mike Gulan (Class of 2019)

Earl Haberfield (Class of 2018)
Neil Habig (Class of 2016)
Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Class of 2006)
John *Streaky’ Haloszka (Class of 2010)
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010)
Jay Handlan (Class of 2016)

Jim Hanna (Class of 2009)

Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004)
T.J. Hannig (Class of 2011)

Jeff Harrison (Class of 2017)

John Havlicek (Class of 2004)
William ‘Catfish’ Hearst (Class of 2017)
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008)
Art Hehr (Class of 2012)

Walter Heil (Class of 2005)

Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007)
Brittany Hocker (Class of 2015)
Paul Hoover (Class of 2013)
Adam Hoppel (Class of 2108)
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004)
John Howell (Class of 2013)
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005)
Doug Huff (Class of 2005)

Bob Hummell (Class of 2006)
Karrie Hutchins (Class of 2014)
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2007)
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014)
Alan Jack (Class of 2014)

Leon Jenkins (Class of 2019

Bob Jeter (Class of 2011)

Tony Jeter (2021)

Bill Jobko (Class of 2009)

Daryl ‘Boogie’ Johnson (2021)
Rod Johnson (Class of 2015)
Chris Jones (Class of 2017)

Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010)
Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph (Class of 2017)
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007)
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012)
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015)
Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral (2021)
Tom Keane (Class of 2008)
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009)
George Kellas (Class of 2015)
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Jim Kerr (Class of 2014)

Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012)
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008)
John Kirker (Class of 2011)

Steve Kish Jr. (Class of 2018)

Bob Koch (Class of 2018)

George Kovalick (Class of 2004)
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008)
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007)

Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008)

Earl Klevins (Class of 2007)

Gene ‘Beef” Lamone (Class of 2015)
Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Class of 2009)
Terry Leggett (Class of 2017)

Ron Lee (Class of 2018)

John Leon (Class of 2007)

Dave Linn (Class of 2016)

Larry Marmie (Class of 2013)
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015)
Scot Maffe (Class of 2017)

Joe Maroon (Class of 2012)

Edgar Martin (Class of 2011)

Ron Mauck (Class of 2006)

Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004)

Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007)
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011)
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013)

Eric McGee (Class of 2018)

Don ‘Kip’ McLane (2021)

Mike McLeod (Class of 2015)
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005)

Craig Miller (Class of 2011)

Dick Miller (Class of 2005)

Pat Miller (Class of 2011)

Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009)
Bob Montgomery Class of 2018)
Harry “Moo” Moore (Class of 2013)
James ‘Junior’ Moore (Class of 2014)
Jimmy Mountain (Class of 2016)
Tim Moxley {Class of 2009)

Nick Mumley (Class of 2008)
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004)
Rob Munn (Class of 2016)

A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004)
Linda Myers (Class of 2015)
Jerry Narcisi (2021)

Rick Nau (Class of 2015)

Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006)

John Nese (Class of 2016)

Joe Niekro (Class of 2010)

Phil Niekro (Class of 2006)

* OVAC Hall of Fame "*‘\“
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Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013)
Scott Nolte (2021)

Don Osby (Class of 2018)

Mike Palmer (2021)

Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009)

Ed Pastilong (Class of 2015)
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006)
Jeff Patterson (Class of 2019)
Natalie Perzanowski (2-21)
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004)
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008)
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008)
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011)
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013)
Bob Plotz (Class of 2018)

Cal Pokas (Class of 2004)

Jim Potts (Class of 2014)
Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Class of 2004)
Duane Powell (Class of 2015)
Matt Powell (Class of 2016)
Peri Powell (Class of 2013)
Jack Prettyman (Class of 2014)
Robert Pritchard (Class of 2018)
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006)
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004)
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of 2013)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007)
John Reger (Class of 2007)
Evan Reese (Class of 2004)
Gary Repella (Class of 2017)
Liz Repella (Class of 2019)
Paul Rickards (Class of 2014)
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008)

Bob Roe (Class of 2014)

Blaine Rose (Class of 2013)
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010)
April Rotilio (Class of 2017)
Geno Sessi (Class of 2018)
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011)
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005)
Kelly Shields (Class of 2018)
Ron Sismondo (Class of 2019)
John Simonson (Class of 2018)
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006)
Mike Smith (Class of 2014)
Jeft' Snedegar (Class of 2006)
Mike Snively (Class of 2017)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009)
Roger Sowers (Class of 2017)
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004)
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012)

Chris Starr (Class of 2012)
Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 201
Dan Stephens (Class of 2014)
John Stephenson (Class of 201
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008’
Ross Stoliz (Class of 2017)
George Strager (Class of 2005
Ron Stephens (Class of 2018)
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010)
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2:
Doug Swearingen (Class of 20]
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010)
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015)
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005)
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015)
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013)
Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015)
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012)

Bill Thomas (Class of 2008)
Jim Thomas (Class of 20013)
Mark Thompson (Class of 200"
Richard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (Class of
Dick Tomlinson (Class of 2017)
Bill Tucker (Class of 2018)
Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 20
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004)
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013)
Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016)
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011)
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012)
Keith Vrotsos (Class of 2018)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)
Charles ‘Chuck” Watt (Class of ;
Josh Watson (2021)

Alex Welker (Class of 2012)
Dr. William ‘Bill’ Welker (2021)
Billy West {Class of 2006)

Tom West (Class of 2016)

Ben Wiley (Class of 2016)

Rich Wilinski (2021)

Denver Williams (Class of 2012
Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams {(Class of 2
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006)
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011)
Otis Winston (Class of 2009)
Jim Wood (Class of 2016)

Jim Woofter (Class of 2016)
Ron White (Class of 2018)
Mike Wright (Class of 2010)
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008
Don Zinni (Class of 2013)
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Samuel A. Mumley (0VAC ‘Family)

Sartuel A. Mumley (Benwood Union High School) served two terms = covenng a
total of 32 years — as executive secretary of the Ohie Valley Athletic Conference
During the second term which lusted unil his death in 1999, Mumley helped resurrect
the bi-state league From the brink of bunkruptey 1 its cument standing as one of the great
high s¢hoo) conferences in the entire country,

Suime of the many highlights from his siewardship included: Helping urestablish the
OVAC Foundation a5 a m&}or fund-mising arm tor the conference; Securing NCAA
centitication for the Rudy Mumiley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classie, Attracting
mjor finangial sponsors 10 support all of the QVAC progi including the Bamuet of
Champions. an awands dinoer that bosors mure than 1000 athletes gach spring and
provides morg than $20 000 annually in scholarships; Establishing the allstar basketball game which was later
renamed as the Samuel A, Mumley OVAC All-Siar Basketball Classi

Mumley's response 10 a call of Quty went beyond the OVAC as he was one of the founders of the Wheeling
Super Six Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia state championship fooebill games at Wheeling
Isiand Stadium since 1994, He also helped secure the West Virginia state socver ¢hampionships for the city.
Five years after his death. the fruition of another one of his dreams vccuered when an aniﬁcmnm.\‘s playing
surface was installed at Wheeling Esland Stadivm.

Although awards were never imporant 10 Mumley. he was the re¢ipent of numerous henors. The maue
awanls presented o bim included: The Mutional Federation of Officials Quistanding Service Award: Dapper
Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year: and Outstanding West Vieginian.

He wans 2 baskerball oftivial for 23 years, an assistant coach. athletic traner and athlesic dircctar at several
area schools, including Cameron, The Linsly School and St Cluesville, He was also a trainer at his college
2ma mater. the University of ergimd. along with the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles.
Mumley served on the state of Ohio Board of Equity, was a member of the S, Clairsville Board of Education
and a special linison for the Mental Retardation Board and School of Hope.

George Kovalick (ovac ‘Family)

E, Kovatick (Brid -c]'xm High Schoott, recognized as the “fadher” of high
siling in the Ohio _ﬁ!l ev. Kevalick previousty has been hononed with - mem-
numeroas halls of fame, including those at Kent Stare University; the Ohio
uball Coaches Assoviation: Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Club: West Libemy
2ge: Ohin Achletiv Dirgetors and the Ohio Wrestling Hall of Fame

1k was seleced as the first recipiem (1976) af the pmti%iuus OVAC Wrestling
25 pressigious "Mr. Mat Award,” an honor given annually w an individual for
g contribunons to the sport of wrestling. .

k direcied championship teams in foorball. baseball and wrestling at buth the
siate and imerschotastic levels dunng an enomausly-successtul 28-year

aneer
2 the athletes he utored i high schood or college were all-time Ohio Valley greats John Havhcek,
d¢ Niekro, and Bobby Douglas. 10 basebadl, Kovalick coached the Hillioppers w the 1964 NALA
:hampivnship. the ofly matunal tile ever capeured by, the school, He also had West Virginia
siate Athlesic Conference chamnpionship tzams at West Liberty in totball. wrestling and bascball,
fick not only was onc of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Tounament. but his Bridgepon
won_the fifst seven conference champienships In 1959, Kovatick's Bulldogs made hlslur{ bz
the tira school outside the Cleveland area since 1942 to win an Ohe st wrestling title since1942
Ohio state wrestling title since He coached six indivitual state champions.
jekds other OVAC coaching stops were at Maundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973
1 Fountball team was 4 state runner-up. losing to East Bank in the Class AAA state final. He retired
hing in 1978 but then served as athletic directar at Bellaire until the time of his death in (984
OVAC Bascball Disector for many vears and also direetesl the conference’s mat championship

with his great coaching kpowledge. Kovalick was alw recognized as 2 marvelous competitor,
~ organizer and 3 man with an cnommaus capacity for work.

Bill Van Horne (Media)
Bilt Van Horne {(Martins Ferry High School). was the dean of Ohio Valley sports ﬁ
2
¥
-

writers doring a legendary newspaper carcer shat spanned 53 years .

Vo Hore i sports editor of The Times Leader for 25 yeurs and the Wheeling IE’E:‘-" ¥
News-Register for 28 years, during which time_he was recognized by his peers as the -
most informational and influential writer in Obio Valley history

His work with the OVAC over the years wis csscc:al!y instrumental in the syceess i
of the wrestling, track and ficld and cross-country, Van Home was the second recipient
of wrestling’s e Mar™ Award in 1977 and he also fecerved the Calvin Gitfin
Memunal Track Award.

His columns. “Van Home on Spures.” were masterpicce ehrunicles of the lives of
others. A giant in his field and a role model for aspiring writers, Yan Home was admired
and respeted for his integrity. dedication. funess, knowledge and compassion.

Van Home's coverage and support for events like the Wheeling Distance Race (pow The Ogden
News < 20K Clussic). the West Virginia Tennis Open and the (now defunct) Wheeling LPGA Classic
hclp.:vsﬁ| ps¢ events reach Q"l(vmmcncc in our area. His backing alse was a factor in the p({Bu arity cn&:y_cd by
the Wheeling fronmen. Wheeling Blues and Wheeling Thunderbinds {now the Wheeling Nailers),
protessional fooeball, basketball and hockey teams

Numercus awards and henors were bestowed on Van Home. The Upgxr Ohiv Valiey Dapper Dan Club
named him Man of the Year in [993; he was selevted as the West Virginia Sporswriter of the Year three timest
reteived the Gene Morghouse Memonial Award for contributions in spnmwrilir{%]:hmuglum the Mauntain
State. and he was inducted into numervus halls of fame. Among thuse were the Wheeling Hall of Fame. the
Luw Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame: Obno Buseball Hall of Fume. Minor League 1 Football Hall of
Fame and the Wheeling-Ogletuy Tenms Club Hall of Fame. He served as president of the West Virgmia
Sports Writers Assoctaton and was 4 member of the Foutball Writers of Amenica. Bill was the tirst sports-
writer from West Virginia 1o be elected to the Football Wnters Board uf Directors. He also served as state
chairman for the Heisman Trophy selection commitiee.

Cal Pokas (Media)

-as{Bellaire Hig]h School) was another Fium in the spurts writing profession who
+ teeth under Bill Van Home und developed into onc of the aréa's tue newspa-
in Bix own ng‘hl. X
. whn died in 2000, was employed tor 40 years a1 The Thnes Leader. including
able vears for Ohio Vatley sporls fans as the sports editor, He adio wa assistant
‘or. a gourthogse and politica? reporter and Marting Ferry City Editor, Even atier
1ert, Cal continued o contribute to his néwspaper’s spors pages with his week-
1 the Bucks™ column about Chio State football. Pokas also persenally saw 1o it
of the so-called minor sparts such as cross-country. track and volleyball,
heir share of coverage in his ncwsEalgT.
was deeply interestéd in the OVA muﬁhuul Tis caneer and he devoted much K
re lime (o serving on committees for the Rudy Muemley Charity Football All-Star Classic. alung with
standings for the tootbali and basketball championship races. He also served on a mediy selations com-
the bi-state lcaguc. .
el & termm as president of the Ohic Prep Sports Writers Associution. aml was commissioner of the Ohio
scbiall League for 23 years. His interests i the community went bevond the world ol sports as Pokas
an advisery boand tor the Salvation Ammy: wis Belmont County Chairman of the Multiple Sclerous
i aind fitied a sein on the Martins Ferry Civil Service Commisston fur 32 yeirs until his death.
honors wees ngmerous. In 1960 he was presented 3 Community Service Award by United Press
nal. The Ohio Prep Spons Writers Association named him Sports Writer of the Year in 1976 and he was
istinguished Service Awant from the Ohio Association of Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches.
1 selected tw the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame and the UP1 Spurts Editors Association Hatl
He also received service awanks from the Ohio Yalley Golf Coaches Association. the OVAC: Qhio
atball Coaches Assoviation: Oiv Basebal Hall of Fare: and he was honored ta be presentedt the firss
aship Ethics and [niegrity Awanl for the Eastern District fom the OHSAA. Pokas was a “Mr. Mat”
saree a the OVAC Wrestling Tournamem. along with being selected for Bellaire High School's Wall
Hne wis nalhmed as the Honorary Referee tor the Wheeling Park Track Classie bevause of contributions
atley youl

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Coaches)

Richard L. "Dick” Poits finished his coreer as the Ghio Valley™s all-rime winningest
basketball coach with 589 sureer vicwries.

Inducted into the Ohie High School Hall of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High School
Basketball Coaches Association, Pous coached a total of 40 seasons, all of which where
spent in Monroe County. He began in 1951 at Bethel High School, His 1957
Blackhawks came oat of the Monroe County hills at toumanment time and advanced all
the way to the Ohio Class A state finals where they lost by a single point. At the time
the schul bad just £3 bays in grades nine through 12 and w1 but ane of the male stu-
dents was on the basketball 1wam.

In seven years at Bethel. his 1cams won more than 20 games five imes, including the 27-2 mirscle 1eam
that played in the state 1oumament

When the school was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after the 58 campaign. Potts was namesl coach
of the Gulden Hawks where he spem four years before moving on 1o River High in 1963. He remaincd at the
Pilets” helen through the 1991 scason.

The former Hannibal High Sehool athlete was named in 1951 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohio Paul
Walker Award, given in memory of Jerry Lucas” high school cuach at Midlietown, Ohio. Walker was the
Bugkeye State's all-time winningest coach.

The navy vererat, Polts was the first OVAC coach (o reach the 500-win plateau i basketball, neaching that
goal with 2 win over Monroe County rival Woedsficld in 1983

Considered a master strategist and teacher of the game, Ports may have been at his best during critical
sitzations in post-scason play. His teams won seven overtime tournament games. including 4 nine-OT win
achieved by River against Morgan o Class AA sectional play

Jim Foti {Coaches)

i was a basketball coach for 38 years and a head football mentor for 20
1 already has been inducied into the City of Wheeling. West V\rﬁmia Spons
ssocaanen, Upper Ohin Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll University's
‘ame,

nanive of Jamestown, N.Y., came 1o the area in 1942 after having soached at
¥ Prep. He coachied baskerball ac Warwood, Whecling Centrul éalhnlip and
Overall, Fti posted 466 vansity basketball vactocies. all but 26 corung at
hoals, He voached Warsood High w seven West Vinginka regional chiampi-
el his 1967 Viking squad won the stai¢ title, In I‘)?ﬁ.rhls final a‘ as i head
d the last season before the Ohiv County consolidation. Fotis Vikings y
10 the state [umament semifinals before being eliminued. The 1975 team played in the state
wship game, He had Five W.¥a. Catholic title-winning teams at Wheeling Central and guided his
OVAC charnfinnships in three divisions.
3. Foti had a 34-3 record 1eam at Central. which dost by a point while playing in the Eastern Cacholic
whips held at Newport. R

fuotball cnachmgtcurccr produced anather 124 victones, ingluding a 90-106-3 record at Warwood,
+ Cluss AA schout was saddled with playing one of the most competitive schedules in the area. His

eeling Central fowball team went Y-1 and gained a Stecl Bowl berth, where it lost a 20-19 thriller

1, Pa., at Sweubenvalle.
s coached sems-professiona] basketbalk for twi years as he direcied the Wheeling Puritans in 1947

wched several outstanding athletes during his distinguished career Among the Centrll standouts
1o “Dubie” Darder and Eill Gompers, buth of whom went on to pluy ar Nowe Dame: Jack
lle. Alabama: Pete Schuetz, Buquesne, and Paul Schuetz, Northwestern, Al Warwoud be hid a role
zelopment of Chuck Howlci. former WYL and Dallas Cowbuys” great: Bob Dunlevy {WVLIL and
| standouts Bob Ayers {VMI, Bill Kennedy (Arizona State) and Greg Church (Armyl.

Evan Reese (Officials)

Evan Reese (Follansbee High Schoal) served as an arca high school and college
arbiter for more than S0 vears. He also officiated football in the Canadian League. the
United Foutball League and the West Virginia | IEcgiate Athletiv Confe

Reese was OVAC Commisstoner for both football and baskerball officials and he
was president of the West Virginia Imercollegime Athletic Conference IWVIAC)
officials 1n both sports. He worked numervus state and conference soumament cham-
pionship events throughout his long and steried career.

Reese also was o member of the West Virginia Sevondary Schools Activilies
Commission Advisory Buard and he was secretary of the Eastemn District Board of
Football and Basketball Gfficials. For many years, he was vn the basketbalt ntles commattee in the Eastern
District,

Texlay's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan as someone who had u tremendous influence on up-ind

coming referees.
%1%
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

A. Wilson Murray omcian

A, Witson Murray (Wheeling High Schooli otficiated high sehuol basketball, towe
bull. buasebzll and track far Ak years, From 1936 theugh 1975 Fle
officiting cateer i 1942, the year afier be gradwted from Whe Ehgh Schuol.
Murtay entered the service in F42 and did st retuen home amil the atier Warld War
I had ended

He worked numerous sectional. district, regional and tinals m Ohieo, West Virgima
and Peansylvamie He alsoe officiated basketball for 12 years i the Mid-Anmeric
Caonrerence and the Virginiu Interaullegrate Aibletd Conference. Murry war
wtenee in the okl d Foatball League o the days of the Whyeehng Tromien
protessional kudball tean.

He ~erved on the OVAC Executive Board and served for W1 years as the ommissioner of the bi-state
league™s binshetball oflicials. Fle kater was apponted the OVAC™ Commissioaer of Toothatl officials. a st
he held trom 1977 oniil retiring in 1983, In 1977, he was elected treasarer of the Ohio Ihigh Schoal Adblerivc
Asswowiiions Cremmesaioners

iticiated sy Wt Virgimia stale tourmaments amd two WAL wummsnients, The fuemer Ciny ot
Teisueer Wi i three-year footbalf and basketball lettenmae an Wheghing High Schoal e playest
" 1 stale champoshig basketball reany

Amung tye awards he was presented were: Ghio High Sehioal Athktic Asseciition’s Meritoriows Award
(1070 a West Virgini Secondany Schuel's Activites Commission Award fur s contribulions 1o officiat
ing in the Mountn State: Tlonorans bty Membershigr mthe Ohio Valtes Buard of Approvd Baskethidl
Otficiah (1981 OVAC Exemplany” Service Award £9% 13, and an Upper Ohao Nalley Dapper £%an Club
Auttzevernent Award {19523, In 1989, he was selected i the et ecyprent of the Bobby Dawson Basketball
Chiticiah” Award presented at the Sumuel A Mumbes OVAC hariny Baskeibalt Classic

Ken Alessi (athlete - 19405

Aen Alesst (Yirkulle High Schools was a 3.7, 155-pound busketball guard from
19745 Hee sill holds s all-time OVAC seoring recorts— 1142 paints in 32 ganies P
N SERIOF N U CARCER Pergame ponl averaze oF 314D Eur B ganes Cod

He was the Fd OVAC plaser neseone 2000 garcer paings (20475 afi o !
then-record 33 7 paints o pame and ~etung a mark ot 70 puints, including 31 gk, \
st Shadyside s i T98-49 semor That cffort prampred the natianal exposree i i
“Rapley s Beleve-1-Or-Sim ™

He abwr scorgd 63 ponts v Ademat and 33 painis vs_ Dillonvale in back-10-back
garmes., I one gaine. he convenied T straight froe theow s As i junior, Alessi scored 843
puints in 3 gt

Atwo-time AIOVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoree. he wans the leading voee-gelter
B e selected Ohio's Cliss 8 Player of 1he Yyar,

Athree-sport prep standout. be was an All-Eistern Ohio footbal) player s 2 twu-way back sl
b s i shorstop-pitcher i baselsall

Revruited by West Virgmia University. he plin ed three seinons (1950327 and was the Marting
v years He ded the team i dssists as  sophomure while playing with 69 Al-America Mark

I 1931 he seored 23 points in i home win over Wake Fore dallied 18 ma 77 T3 ssar [
Teatuped All-America guard Dick Groa, o fiure Piosburgh Bice inficlder.
od s Bead bashetball vogeh the fimal 12 seasons 01901-720 Tor alome mawer Yorks ille
1 His Dest e went 15-3 in 1962 and s 1970 1eam won an OVAC Class A cn
ket teiiuncd Chuck Saus, who would surpxiss Alesats caneer pami gl

John Havlicek (athlete - 19505

Julea Havlicek | Brideepert High Scbuol, Cliss ol 195%) wis o thrye-sport hig
hetenge Tor the Buildogs, wha later: Becme one of Ohio State ' bisketbulf u
wits sefecied one o the S0 preatest NBA plavers.

In high school, the 65, IRO-pounder was 3 two-time AHOYAC Class AA basketbal)
pertaricr as wellas AllORio Clins A The Bulldogs win the OVAC AA crown in 195K,

An excellent rebounder awnd passer, he ulsuu.'nn:tl 1394 career pownts 1 39 games and
avereged more than M points per game the Bist 3wo seasons. e led the OVAC in
SO s a1 umior with o 319-peint noom. including i oschuel record 53 inq 103101
wsertime win over Cadie,
luyed in the Ohio NorthsSouth All-Star same with Jerry Lovis The 1wo Liter Jed
¢ to three siritight NCAA championsfip wames inclading a o Ir sophamore seisen of 1960
i 2n Al Lasterti Ohio shursop on iwo OVAC championshap baseball e and batted over 416, He
i starmed I Americin Legion basebill and kuer played 1ime bise Jor Ohie Siite
. In touuball, the AIFOVAC quanerback was recruited By several colleges mciuding Ohie State and West

wrzinda,

Al Ohio Stre. the Buckeyes were 78-6 uring his three varsity basketball seisom und he twice camed A
Bz Ten Conterene honors

Havticek was the Nu. 3 drati choice of the XBA Bosten Celites angl was also selected by the NFL Cleyeland
Browns even though he never plased ineollege. He plaved i few exhibition Lames as o wide receiver wilh the
Bmu:ju betore repurting 1 the Cellies, where e wodld becume e captan and have his No. 17 Jersen
retire

Ntehmomed “Hondee . Hivlicek red

1978 alter 16 NBA sgasons icludimg eight Celtie championships
A L-ume All-Star. he v the Celtie ime leading scorer 126,395 poinis | and was the fist NBA ply
seure LINKE puints in 16 consecative seioons and. when he retirgd, Hindicek had played more regular
garties thaes anyone i histeny . His career pame averiges wene 208 points, 63 reboutivs and - 2 deiags
Buesdes the Baskebalk Hall and Naiwmal High Schanl 1l he i member of the { pper Ot Valles: Dapper
Dar and Ghio State Halls of Fame,

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 1950s)

Bill Mazeroski (Warren Consolided TEigh Schonl | Class ol 19543 i best known
Tor his bineball Teats. but the 5«11 basketball center alwr led the OVAC in ~woring with

asenior and was i tao-lime AOVAC roundbiall selection
starter, He earned second team A2-Ohio Class A recogaition

N sensor

A Fooryear biseball stindout as 2 ~horstop-pichier, Maeroski led  Warren
Cortwolid W the 1953 Ohio Cliss A largest cliss) baseball Bnals befure falling,
2-1 1o Cincionati Purcell, Mazeroski pitched a Four-higer 10 2 losing i

The athlete, knoswn as "Catish™ as a youh and “Maz™ durieg bis pro playing days,
led Warren Consolidated w four stmugit OVAC Ohin-side bieball titles, The team was
coawched by Al Burazi

Signed by the Pitsburgh Pirates oun of bigh school and sunimer, sanddot daseball, the Rush |
wirs 0 the mujor leagues in 1956 and became o 1-ime Al-Star second basemtan from 19567
Nanonal League keam, e won aight of the fing 10 second bise Gold Glove fiekling awards.

He played m 2363 mames and collegied 2016 hits but his best ktiswn Teat is hil ng e
World Series wannmng betise run sersus the New York Yashees. e il holds somy niyor leig
reconds Tor double plays and assists, The Pirates retired hin jerey No oy

Maverowki wisy induted @t the Baselsll Halt of Fante in 2000 and abw s eashrined in the L
Valles Dapper Dan Hall. the Ohus Baseball 101 and the Pennss v Sports Hatl

Buckeye Local tigh School. a comolidainon which includes Mazeroskes alma mater. nim
schoul Tiehd in his honar and u seetion of Route 7 nesr s Rush Run chaldhood hesise senh of Tili
known as “Bifl Mazernki Highway,”

Bobby Douglas (athlete - 19605)

Bobby Douglas {Bridgeport High Schonl. Cliss of 19615 win 3 three-spon high shoual
stutidout and the fiest weestler w win four OVAC indeciual ehampionships. He bégame the
Tirt blick athlete 1o win an Ohie siue mat yown © 19391 when he eterged s the 112-
pound tithist, He then Tinished tind in te 190640 siue wumament and wir the 127-pound
CROWN 315 3 Merr

An AD-OVAC fuathiall play er and the conlercng
nine back in 1960, Dotiglis dlw i i stane i

e wrestled e years az West Libery
and plaing wecond in the NCAA He ]

‘h Conterence 147-pound title. The teans never st a dual meet with Douglias

aind captured a pat ol conrerenue titles alutyg wich the 1963 NCAA leam tile

) Hpetitor, fie won five nanonal championships and o pue of LS, Ol mpe Toak tides. e bad o
tounh-place Igatherweiph linish at te 1964 Tokyo Olympics and B captained the 1S, Tregsitle team ot the 1968

s in Mexico Ciry, Named the nation™s ouscinding weesgler in [974 - the year he retined - Duouglis compaled

reer record af 303-17-7195 8, He win ninnerap a the Workd Chienpionships th

SHll reconized s one of the aation s ousanding wres
University helm tor 19 sears and became just the fugrth D
Junuary of 2003 He enached the Crel (¥ kop- 1 (kau the national firals. He

K2, In 2 cd the mal Wresthing Coach ol the
champiens. 17 conterence Gtlies and 23 All-Americans a fows 5
Dawglas built u ds nasty ut Arizona Stue. From [975-92, he gttided AN to nine conlensmey titke and nine op- 10
NCAA leam tinishes, including the shool's fist national ciiumpionship in 1958, While with the Sun Devils, he
hadd three navional mdividual e winsers, 37 conterenee © arnps atkd S8 AL Amencans.

He wits el couch of the 1992 LS. Olympic Ireestyle e th vompeted i Barcelona. Spai
wresthers placed among the topy 1Fin their fespective wéight classes, Bouglas has been on he 1
Tor [ive other Oly mpics.

Dl wits inducted into e Natdorad Wrestling Hatl of I
Hall ot Famwe urad the Arizoma State Hall ol Fame.

¢ Cliss AA captum as a 14 k-pound min
chall

an NAIA championship
o State, whene he won

at the Towa State

ety plateau in
o) il runifier-up Iesinis m 196,
r. He has produced siy sationa
e, Betore Laking over the Crelanes” program.,

e, the NATA Wrestling Hall of Fame. the Ohia

Allan Hornyak (athiete - 19605)

Allgn Hormgak 150 Juhn Central igh School. Class ol 1969 wis, best hinwn as g
fecursd-setting J0-point per zame scarer his ing o baskeebalf seisans, but the kefthander
also wirs ot three-sport sl perlimner as i Twathall quarierbick and firt baseraan-
pitcher i baseball

A%

wipe shoonng puard i the emoprier W the three-piintgr,
AC and the state ol Ghio i seoring hin Jast two seasons with an ali-
record 42 7 anerg unior plus a 4193 seaior norm

Avin guesor. he soored K12 prants o 14 ncluding 293 goals amd 222-01-272 frce
thawws I his setéor year. be Gallied 923 poings i 22 zamies with 26 goals angd 231-of
296 teee thrnws,

The mrsinne A-OVAC and Al-Ohio cager set the OVAC record of %6 poines, includ
ing 30 pogs. in 2 (960 win over Tilnesville wnd he seared 61 ponls the sext night against rival Bell

He scured i leise 30 poines in 2 gae 14 tmes and ended his SU-game career with @ then OVAC re
potts, The Tnsh waon bk -te-hack OVAC Class A binketball utles includieng o 20-2 overadl record

Fis seoring eftorts resuligd in articles in Sporn magazing, the New bk Fites and Sperts Jiroror.
in the Crawd? Homyah camed Sehofastic Creek Al America honars and is 3o 20 home basketd
wiss relired by the schoul,

I fewtall, St Juhn's alve won an OVAC e with 2 91 record in 1965, with Homyak as an A
yuarterback. e pasved Jor 14 louchdowns tht season,

Revzuited for Basketbal) by numerous cotleges. he ogre
Buckeyes in woritg three siright years and carmed Al Hi
[y ILION GIN 2 seniaor,

He lett O3 s the sehoals Tueeth all-lime career seorer wath 1,573 points in 69 zames aod is am
The Ohie State University Sports Hall of Fame.

Hormyak the seer il pich. and 26ih overall, of the NBA Cleveland Cavaliers He
dratied by the ABA Indiana Pacers in the fitth round, but didn’y compele I the pro ranks

tor The Ohio Stee Univerity where F
& Ten Conterenive honors cach yeir and AlL

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (athiete - 19605)

Ko Frie" Williams (Weir High. Class of 1964) was o four-vear, three-sport sund.
vt for the Red Riders, He led Weir w three straight state Cliss AAA title mames iclud-
unbeaten 1962 repufar scason, twi slate runper-ups and a s n 196
it fevond ol 62.8) The three-year AOVAT and Atl-Wew V 1 Clivs AAA
Baskelball plaser was alsie zn AN-OVAC and AL-West Virginia toothallend in 1963 and
the OVAC and West Virginia Region | sprnt champson in the 10, 220 and Ad-yard
evenls 1n 1964

The i3 125-pond Willauzrs was the et African- Amierivin w be manted fisd leam
Al n Besketball and onds the Fourth person i hastuey 10 be named fird
tesun altscate th mev He scared 2303 career points — then an OVAC big ~chonl
recond —and averaged 3009 as 1 sepior ML i i qunzer, He seored it sehol-recurd
55 puints azainst East Liverpoal. He was namied AllAmenca by Parade amd Schertusin Comels m

tliams was a regular end on the 1961 Chiv AAA sLale shampionship fooball wam and wis al
Sehedastic Coaoft All-Amena s seror,
e pliy ed on two OVAC Class 3-Asizle bashetliall leams 11962 and "ty and the 1962 OVAC trach cham-
pianship sguad . The firsn African-Americn od 1 Yl:l_\ biekethatl in Wewt Virgintia University. he sill
olds season and career assist reeords while g e 0. poinis Tor his ixtl best i hiskory and
Seading the wam in scoring and awsisis thiee year. Snly, o WYL Mivers = Jemy Ve
Hundley — combined for mure puints and assisis than Williarns, o theee fime All-Suathern Con

e and i second wam All-American,

The two-tirmw team captain is o member af e AL Time WV wam ¢1966-75 e nd has been inducted

“Hot Rewd™
rence hon-

i the W VU Spons Hall of Fame as well as the West ¥irgmni s “Hadl” and the Upper Chin Valles
Dapper Dan *Hall'. He was the ninth overall NBA dralt pick in 196 by th rIncises Wartiors and wis
alwir dearted in the ABA fitth raund by the New Orleins I‘i tieers, [es g volege Tostbell. he
Boone of only s OVAC products 10 be dritfzed hoth Iy the ST snd X “uwbioys, 15th roundy

with the Warrinra, wo Milwaukee Buvhs and ong with
et points and had TRI1S carcer assists. 1l died. 39 on
e road near his Weirton childhood tome named *Ron i Fritz

Witliams played cight NBA swiuns -

the Los Angeles Likers, He scored 3,797
April 4, 2N ~ hame in Cafifornia.
Willizms Boulkevard

Doug Donley (amiete - 19704)

Diug Dondey (Cambridge High Scool, Class ot 19771 was 2 thtee-sport stamdous
excelimg in toatbal). wack and basketball and carning the nicknanie *Whiee Lightning™
Tor b blazing speedd

Oz the prudinen. Dunley was i three-year letterman a0 runniog ack fur the Bihears.
Tinishing with q career total of 2372 nishing vards. He alw bad 220 virds. receiving and
128 sards i hick retums Tor it caresr all-purgose: yardage wtal ol 3826 vards to go
with 31 1T

Brnley s Toothall accolades ncluded Tint wesm All-Ohio Class AAA (1976) hy both
The Assoctuied Press amd bnited Press termationad:, e Districe Cliss. AAA

Player ol the ¥ 19760 aed it team AL-OVAC Class 44 {1976
In trh . Dunley won the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the long juing a junior {14976} w
a

ul 21, nur il the conlenence meet s a s C197700 winming the b
(2107, bvard dash 1 ~econusi, helping the Bubeas 10 the OVAC team e

e District in the 100-yard dash Znd was cecognized s a high scheol All-An
Irach

Abastandont in baskezhal), Denley was hampered by 2 <hoalder injuny but il ninaged wsng
per vontest iuid Bad 3 sehual-record | Teassin ganie,

Widdely recruited for tunthall, Donfey atkerded The Ohie St Universdty smd vimesd G ream Al
sl honerable myention AlE-Ame cealades i wide receiver (1YRI) He fanks senong the Buck
leading receivers in severl catepartes. including vareer sards per caich 121 2, wevomd i yardage 1 2230
touchdowes (16, St and eecepiens C106, tiwd tor nnch. e Ted the kam $n reveptiues from 1975

Dandey wis o sgenndd round drati choice of the Dats € wbey~an 19%1 . play g four sears in the
caghn 55 peees tor 898 vands and four T

Inducted into the Cambridge High School Hall of Fame, Donley is president of Adsant,
Services in Addivon, Tesas,




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Tim Spencer cAthiete - 1970s)

neer (St. Clairsville High School. Class of 1979) ranks with the greatest

ks ever to grace Ohio Valley high school gridiruns, Spencer — whe plied his

gendary coach Gearge Strager — rushed for some 3,144 yards and 50 tuch-

scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid career

uor. the Parade All-American gained 1670 yards and seored 28 wuchdawns

Inior numbers [taled 1 280 rushing yards and 18 wuchdowns. Spencer’s top

came as 2 senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns

ttins Ferry. Alt wld, he scored 40 points in 1hit contest

awarded Al-OVAC and All-Ohie football honors following his junior and

uns,

aiso played baxketbutl and ran track for the Red Devils. excelling in the 1Kk and 200-meters.

prep days. Spencer matrivulated o Columbus w play for Coach Earle Bruce*s Ohio State Buckeyes.
. 2i0-pounder was a three-year starter for the Buckeyes. He finushed his carecr with 3,353 yasds
raniks thind un Ohio State’s all-ume rushing chans

led the Big Ten in nashing as a semor with 1371 yanls, eighth best in the natéon, He was accorded
n honors twice and was a second-team UPH All-American selection as a senior,

d as the Buckeyes’ vo-caplain as a senior and was voled the team MVP that year He was also named
2 Holiday Bowl as he rushed for 167 yards and two TDx in OSU™ 47-17 win.

was the second player selected in she United States Football League (USFL! draft by the Clucago
3 three-year USFL stint. he signed with the San Diego Chargers where he started for four years at

+d more than 5000 rushing yards and sconed 45 touchdowns as a professional
served as Ohio State’s munning backs coach from 1994 Bruagh the 2003 season. He left the
‘or an assistant’s role with the Chicago Bears.

Amy Gamble (athlete - 1980s)

Amy Gamble (John Marshall High School. Class of 1982) is one of the Ohia Valley’s
greatest female athletes of all dme. Gamble excelled in three sports - baskeball. track
and women’s handball.

She became Marshall County's first Olympian when she compeed with the US.
Wamen's Handball Team in the 1988 Gamex held in Seoul. Korea. Earlier, the U.S.
Women were crowned as champions of the Pan American Games.

Gamble was selecied as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year in
1982 after leading John Marshall 10 the state Class AAA championship. She averiged
23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 recond team which avenged its only Loss by defeat-
ing Elkins 1n the state fimals. Capiain of the All-State Team. Garmble was a two-time Cluss AAA first-team hon-
oree_ She was chosen All-OVAC and All-Valley three siraight years

She was the first JMHS girls basketball performer to score more than | 000 points and the initial Monarch
athlete 10 have Ber gerscy retired. She scored 1 498 career ponts. Gamble was ranked as the Nu. 4 grls
basketball player in the country her senior season when was named w the Parccde, Strees & Smith and USA
Today All-American teams
Recruited by Tennessee. she played as a backup on the 1983 Ludy Vols* squad that finishied as the NCAA
\ournament runsers-up. losing to the Chery) Miller-led Southern Cal powerhouse, She lett Tennessee ut the end
of that season and transferred to West Virgina University but played just one séason before deciding w try
team handball

Afier her appearance in the Olympics, Gamble retumed w0 basketball and enrolled at the Universicy of
Anzona Despike having just one season of ehgibtlity remataing, Gamble was the team's legding scorer and
she carned Pacitic- 10 Conterence player of the week laurels

Her hagh schoaol 1eack career was also brlliant. s Gamble set numernus invititional meetand OVAC revards
in the shot put and the discus. She established all-time OVAC standards in both events and was a West Virgima
staze chamgion in both cvents. She was 1 three-time All-Yalley hosoree

Mitch Hannahs (athlete - 1980s)

‘antnahs (Skyvue High School, Class of 1985) was the epitome of a winner in
1] ax the 1we-sport, four-reur lewerman sparked the tny Gelden Hawks 1w the
ament ins both basketball and basebadl

tball, Skyviee made the OHSA A state tourmament in Hannahs® junior and sen-
5. fimshing as the Class A unner-up in 1984-85, He was sclected first team
1s a senior and second team as a junior god was 2 two-ume firs team All-
strict, All-OVAC and All-Pivneer Valley Conference honoree. He also partic-
1¢ Ohio Norh-South All-Star classic following a sentor season where the 3-
veraged mare than 22 puints per game,

wll, the consistent-hitting and sure-handed shortstop helped the Hawks o the
5 A slate champtonship as a senior (1985) as well as the OVAC and PVC utles, He carned fint team
Ali-Eastern District. All-OVAC and All-PYC honors and was sclected for ihe Ohic Baseball All-Star

received All-Easiern District, All-OVAC and All-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983
(1984} seasons.

-aduation Hannahs pulled off o sare “double™ when his college team - Indiany State University
1 the NCAA Division 1 Cotlege Wonrld Series in 19%6 and that sume season. he played for the
205t 666 team which advanced to the American Legion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of
al t;umamcul that seasen and won the Lowsville Slugger Award fur the highest batting average 1o
it play.

ln?l, State. Hannahs was 2 three-time All-Missoun Valley Conference performer ( 1987-8%) und was
Divisson | All-Amenican following his senior year { [98%)

a 16th round draft pick of the Milwaykee Brewers, pl:nyingl in their farm system from 1984-93
s cumntlg‘ athletic director and head basebatl coach at Lincoln Traal College s Robinson, llinois,
usly coached for seven years at his alma miner - Indsana State University:

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athiete - 1980s)

Vicki Pullie-Stokes [ Wellsville High School, Class of 19871 s believed by many
Wellsville resilents 1o be one of the greatest athletes n the sehool’s hiswory, attested 10
by her induction as a member of Weli-lwille High Schuol's Athletic of Fame inaugural
Class of 2004,

Dunng her high school career, Pullic-Stokes cullested 15 fina-place finsshes at the
annual Cal Giffin OVAC Track Championships and she was sclected as the area “Track
Athlete of the Year” three times. She also carned both All-Valley and Afl-Eastem District
laurels four imes cach, She was a two-time fong jump chasmpion at the Chio high school }
stae meet and was a unner-up in the 200 meters.

In volleybull, she was twice selected as the weam MYP and eamed All-Area ithree
gmcs). All-Eastern Distrit (twice), and AlIFOVAC (wice). Three umes she wis named te the All-Columbiana

ounty team

In basketball, she led the 1987 Lady Tigers o the stae finals, Her 27-1 recom] Wellsville team ended une
of the nation s Songest basketball streaks at 108 when the Tigers defeatcd West Holmes in toumament play. She
seored more than 1400 points and collected more than PP#00 rebaunds while helping the Tigers to a three
year recond of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chosen OVAC “Player of the Year” that scason and wis a two-ime
‘All-Ohio honaree, She also cavned All-Valley and All-Arca recognition three times each on the handwood.

Al 1old, she won |1 vansity letiens and was selected as the American Legion 1987 Ohio State “Athlete of
the Year™. She went on 10 play collegiate busketball at Ohio Stue and was a member of the 1989 Buckeyes”
squad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gamed personal honors when in 1990 she was
sclecied as Ohio State™s best defensive player, eam MVP and Big Ten honorable menten, Twice. she was
designated as the conference’s player of the week

Addinanally. Pullie eamex a gold medal with the North Team in the 1989 U.S. Olympic Fesuval, held m
Norman, Oila.

Geno Ford (Athlete - 19905)

ord {Cambrudge High Schoul. Class of 1993} achieved the ultimate honor
schoul Basketball player in the siate of Oheo wihen he was selected “Mr
1" following his seaior seasm.

% sharpshooter finished a stellar four-year carger with the Bobeats as Ohio’s
I-time leading seorer with 2,680 points which akso stands as the OVAC's
igh-water mark,

name also appears in the OHSAA record book in the following categories:
hrows made in 4 season {1991-92). first all-time: 697 free throws made in
19%9-93), fiest all-time, and 928 points in a scason (1991-92), seventh

& for his father, bighly-successful Cambridge couch Gene Ford, Geno eamed All-Chi Division
\m accelades following both his junior and senior seasons, He was also a two-time All-Eastern
sivision 11 “Player of the Year” and two-time AlN-OVAC Cliss 4-A first team pick.

went on (o become a four-year letterman al Ohio University, caming All-Mid American
se second team hanors as a junior (1996} and first 1cam plaudits as a senior {1997). He i the fifth
zading scurer at OU with 1.752 points. One of the mast popular players at OU, Ford helped the
aune NCAA and ome NIT appearance during his carser.
ving graduation, he served as a graduate assistant {1998-99) and assistant coach {199%9-2001) at
versity: was head coach for one season al Division Il Shawnee State University (2001-02),
is team o a 22-10 record and eaming American Mideast Conference “Coach of the Year™
srved as an assistant coach at Kent State University sine the 2003013 season.

Stephanie Petho (athtete - 1950s)

Stephanie Petho (St, John Central. Class of 1992} remains the measusing stick for
female basketball greatness in the OVAC.

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminacy re-wrote the St_Jobm Central and OVAC
scoring books turing her career on Guertisey Street. The 5-7 sharpshooter finished
her four-year career with 2,667 puints which is finst in conference annals and sl
ranks sixih in the state of Ohio.

Petho was aecorded first-team Al-OVAC all four years. The Bellaire native
eamed All-Ohia bonars three yeurs. culminating by being named the state s Division
IV “Player of the Year™ following a season in which she averaged 4 staggering 37.1
paints a game.

As 2 junior. she tallied 359 points per game in leading her Lady Irish teammates 1oa 12-3 record a besth
in the OHSAA regional tournament, She was named first team All-Qhio after scoring Y10 points thap
winter alone, Petho twice cracked the 50-peim plateau in a game. scoring 37 against Shadyside and 56
against Toronie.

The two-year stacter ¢ the University of Pittsburgh carried St John Centeal w four OVAC champi-
anships in basketball and an averall 73-16 record. Petho was no one-spors wonder. alse starming in vol-
leyball and track during her prep career. She earned All-OVAC in volleyball her junsor and senior years

Tn track. Petho is ume of the valley's all-time great throwers. eamning five OVAC gold medals in the
weight events — three in the diseus and two in the shat pot. Petha sossed the platter a school-record
121-7 en 1ol 1o 2 regivnal champiorship and a shird-place showing in the state meet s i Junior.

She capped her high schaol gareer by being numed co-viledictoriun of her sevior class and she went un
10 become an Academic All-American at Pilt. While there. she led the 1eam in scoring in the 1994-95
season, bevame the career free theow percentage leader (K14} and is 14th oo the all-time scoring fist

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Rudy Mumiley (0vAC *Family’)

Rudy Mumiley (Wheeling High Schoot, Class of $936). If Rudy Mumley’s hean was
measured by 1he size of his love for his fellow men and women, it never could have fil
insade his body

Mumley, an educawr, ini itarian, dynamic and charity
funel-caiser, served the OVAC and she ress of Ohio Valley in many difterent, but special
ways. He was 2 two-time president, charter member of the conference’s Fuundaion
Board. served on the fooiball and basketball comittees and was the onganizer and long-
time game dircctor of the Ohio-West Virginia Charity Football Classic. The mad-sum-
mer all-suar football clash was renamed in his honor in 1986, He also served as OVAC
president during the 1967-68 school year. To help the game get off the ground, Musnkey
ance mortgaged his home (o achieve the financing needed for the inaugural OVAC-sponsored contest in 1972,
He also was o great sn.mumr of the OVAC wmsliicﬁ oumament

A graduate of old Wheeling High Schoul and West Liberty State College with a master’s degree from
WVU, Mumley served in the Air Force during World War 10 and was recalled during the Korear colivt
He taught at Powhatan, Shadyside and Smithfield High Schools before being appointed principal at Warren
Consolidaied High in Tilionsville in 1964 Rudy later served as principal at Yorkville High. Later. when the
Buckeye Lacal Sbchml District was furmed. he became principal at Buckeye South and remained there unul
hix retirement in 1974,

Mumley, whe was burm o 1918 and died in 1999, also provided greut service to the Upper Ohiv Valley
Dapper Dan Club and his college alma maser. West Liberty State. Rudy was a member ot the Dapper Dan
Board of Direciors for some 25 years and was banguet co-chairman six times. Al West Liberty, he camed 4
rare honor as a non-athlete when ﬁc was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame in 1983, He was pres-
went of the Hilitoppers’ Alummi Association and the Foundation. Amang Lhe numerous honors he received
include; the Robert MeKelvey Awand and Man of the Year hanors from the Dapger Dan Club; WLSC Gold
and Black Achievement Award and the College President's Award. along with the Warwood Lions Club’s
Citizen of the Year Award in L1981,
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Agnes Timmons (OvAC ‘Family')

Agaes Tiotmane (Seio High Schoul, Class of 19421 This Ocieenarian staned coach-
nz pickup girl” dasketball wams w Barmesville High School n 1936 when there wens no

cl-sanctioned @irls” programs for memibes schoals of the OVAC, She win 3 girly’
by stal educatin feacher ar the time, aiter having grsduzed fron: Denison U niverty in
Granville, Obio

g

Tammons considered it part of her job as i phys ed teacher o organize whate
teums she could because she wanted the garls ko have some competition and experivace the
i ized sports. She would join wilh wachers from other schools @n the
2 the same thing W scheduke gamies. They alse had 2o hire their uwn
wllivials and proside trnsp 1

Timmuns lelt
teachmg and cuachin
wimntuntil June t Ticke IX wans enacted, demisnding eqgul sports opportunities for girls. She wa
by then OVAC excentive secretany Sam Munviey 1o host ind serve as director of the [imd vonlerence il
vhampronship lournament whish was ekl at Baresvitle High Timmons coiched Binketall and
o (ke T98P, bue continued her duties with the votleyball em unil her retirement Trom teachin
arbser coniched sotiball Tor one year when her dingshier pliaved beviause the tikenied youth abw winled o compele
anit eember of the track and Beld ieam_The school desirad would only permin that to happen if Timmens coaghed
hich she did
. Tinimars rentams close to the Bamesvilt aihletic progrum. Through this past seawn. she serngd as
the annuncer fur the Shimrocks” boys and girls binketbaf games. s well as lur the Bome votleybalt nuiches: She
als b been the announcer and pan of the commitiee for the OVAC volley ball wusmament for over 30 y
winter. the then SD-year-old Timmons wi called back ot the coaching Finks when Barnesyille nedded s
to bhelp out with the volleyhit] squiel Agnes coached the Juyvees and thoroughly engoyed the expernes

Her traek teanss were perennial conenders for OVAC titles amd several sallevball feam advaniovd o the district

athletiy

family. After having four chitdren, <be returned W her
mons vexichee volley bl and baskeghall even though it

Doug Huff (Media

Doug Huff i Magnoliz High School, Class of 1961, Thi
has been writing Sputts since the age of 12, his find ,!
Democrat. o weekly paper m s home town, Fugt joined Tie fire
sports sdor i 1967, oo e held uatil (974 when he wis
spors editor, renssining ¥ o until his retinement in 19982, 1Te previously was
sports editor o the Fairmans Times and worked on the sports sl of 1y Doniinion
News in Moerzantown,

White the”sports chiel ol e tmtellivencer, Hull originaed A2 Vallgy, Buys
Busketbadl and Dasehall seleviom jn 14963, plus the OV Al-Sports Schou) and Athlewe
Awirds atid the AN-OV Scholor Athlete el . He compiled Ohio ey and West
Vingimia records Ter footbidl, Bashetbad] and baseball. alg wath hiskor terzal on OVAC wehe
o and athfeses, Since 1979, he b been the Lxecutsve Seeretary- Treasurer of the W Vi, S
Asscaation arter hiving presioisly served s ke president and Loulbidl wll-<ate board chaimman |
anthe Board of Directors aof the Football Writers Assovialion of America i the Natronal Spor
Sports Writers Asaciidion ‘

Amung the numerous honon he has schieved include: induction s the National High School
ul Farie (Y991, stale spons weiter of The sear e umes, West Virging Univenity School of Jou
Reed Lile Achigvement Award | 1994 rwnolia Migh School Athletic Bormier Lile Achieven

1990, W V. Spons Wreters Assocratiun Gene Mordhonse Awardl § (92}, Uppur Ohie Valtey L
Club’s Rubert MyKelves Awurd 1113,

He s the author of Sports in West Virgimia, ~A Picturia? Hision™ 119795 and abe of the Nut
School Foothall gewd B.'l\rclh;lll Revord Bovks 1 2001-2002), Doug als co-authored *Huw 1 Wated
TV . And Lgey 107 Siece 1975, he s been a high school contributing edikor of Street and Smitt
and cumpides their pre-season scheolbxon AllAmenca eane o foothal?, boys bsketball ane
Althvugh reléred trom The Intell. he continaes 10 submit o much-read aod enjosed week !y column,
werves s the nationad zankan u recards editor for Siadent Spons Ine., und coordinates toatba
basketball selections Tor Paride and 1A Spons.

Bob Burton (Coaches}

Kobert W. (Bob) Burton (Magnolia High Schoul, Class of 1957) couched weveral
sports at Paden City High School, bul is most remember Tor a sparkfing 3-vear
cureer as head Boas” buskethall coach (1963-2001) where he amassed a cecord of
554-327.

Daring bis teoure. the Wildeats won 22 sectional championshaps: cight regivnal
tilles: finished o stule rusner-up swice (1972 and "2 and capturey the Weat
Virgini Class A championshap wice (1973 “NTY Padgn City had 28 winning
seitons under Burton. including nine 20-win cempaiges, amd won' Teve OVAC Class
A championships {1971, 75,792, 03 andt "ud).

Burton received the Wes Virg
OVAC Al
in 187, He win a mgmber of The West Vi
Comminee and the OVAC Basketball Commitiee.

Burtemn ilso served as an it ckich in football al Paden City for 18 vear, serving on the Wilde
T during wo state championship Aty L1971 gl "79): coached track For more than 30 vears,
winning several OVAC Class A and Ty ale League championships: couched crow couatry for two
sears and golf Fae e seasans was assistant baseball coach for three years; and spent mone thi a devide
as athletivc director,

Ax i athlgte, Burton wa o threc-spunt athlete st Magnol
in JYSS. AL the college level. he wa i three-sport perfimner, pli
and then football, basketball and leonis after transterring o West Liberty
in 1960, He then received @ mister's degres in education Trom Wl Vir:

" hemtor in 198G and wins selected o coach in he
mes as well as the West Virgmia Northe South AR-Star Game
1 Basketball Couches Assaciation. the State Coaches

all-West Virginia honaes in foothall
Tootbal) at Kent Stale Linversiny
te Cullege where he grictuisted
i Liniversity in 1965,

George Strager (Coaches)

Genrge Strager \MeKeesport. Pa_ L ligh School Clos of 19430 has utien been called
the “dean™ ul Ohia Valley high schonl Tonthall cowches thanks o 2 highly-sugeessiul
vareer that spanoed some 38 years (1980-873 at tive different whools, He bl g
vareer cuawhing zecond of 246 Wits. 113 limses ad 15 Lics which stood o the abl-fime
valley record until eelipsed in 2004 by

ruger’s cowhing career begin in 19350 2
2-22:3 record in seven svisans there and ke
clrampronshig i 1953 4 le maved on o Clarksbure Notee Dame
foue years its hessd football and bisketball vuach (957601, gomg 23-10 on the grad-
e and leialing the basketbal) wam to the West v s A slate seenifinals, Neat
year sting al Wheeling Cenwzral Cathalic 11961 -63) which Teawred two undefeat
s and akark of 2191 The 1962 1wam kst o Charleston Catholic in 1he ngugural We

State Championsp e, but the pext vear Strager's tam aveneed thit ks o win the
eaear i at Cambridge High (1964-68)_ posting a 23-23.3 record,

He then degan i legendaey 19-year runat St Clainsille Fligh m 1969, turning his trsademiark “be
o recond of 134539 there. His Red Dexil teams posted three undefeated seasoes {1964, 77 an
the 1953 squad curnedd Lhe sl s fist-ever tnp 1o the O ISAA play otfs and the 1986 team advar

iths befare Tusing o heart-breaker to Chagrin Lalls Kenston,

~ 10g honors mcduded induction inlo the Ol 1ligh School Footbal? Coaches Hall
1 Walley Foothall Criches Associatien Hitll of Beme in 1991, selection as OVAC Coachy
in 1970 and K7, amnd recognition by the Dapper Din Club of the LUpper Ghuc Valles in $992 He als
in the OVAC All-Siar Charity Foatball Classic twice 11972 and "87).

A gradte ol Sikem Callege, Strger psscd ivay m 1990, but his meniors lives on i the &
Geargy Strager Memorial Fuatball Camp und Scholar-hip Program s well as the "George Sirage
with the Star™ dinner beld i conjunction with the OVAC Chariey All-Star Footbal | Clissi,

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos (Coaches)

Jolrn “Corky™ Vearsos (Martios Femy High Schoal, Class of 196) not valy initgated
the sport of wresiling a1 his alma mater. he guivkly established R i one of the
premier mat coaches in conlerence history,

Viutsos guided the Purple Ruder grapplers from 1957-6%, leading his twam 1o seven
COnsLL OVAC Tourniment championships ¢ |961-67) abng with six struzht Ohao
Eistrict Towmamen litles 1 teams linished muesked in the zap 10 0 the sgate fowr Dmes
PTG, 03 and 63 and the best Finish i the ~tate toumiment wis o il place
effon in 1%,

During hi~ lenure, Yntsos coached 11 OVAC champiens and 31 Ohin Staie
Foumnament gualifiers, meluding 10 state plage-wmners and one state champion 1175
pounder Johty Scordos in 19641, Ferry s duad meel recosd dusing the Vol years was 85-20- 1, including
unbeaien seinons in 1964 ang "67.

The initial inductee inkn the Martin Ferny High School Wresiling Halt of Fame i 1994 and the 1978
reciprent of the OVAC Wrestting Touemament™s “Mr Mat, Awand”™, he served i tourmamens direclor for the
OVAC, sectional and district tourmaments atier clding the coaching post

I additien o serving as head s restling conch. Vrolus win also an sssistant i football and teack for the
Purple Riders. He wits on the Tustball Eart during Ferry s run of three convecuting undefeated seisons ( 1954-
611 and tour OVAC championships tibo 19631,

Avan athlete. be wirs athree-year lettermisn in fisotball and basketball at Martins Ferry In Sisthall, be win
aventer hiebacker under gendury coach Fred Thaistas, pla g cenler and hinebacker on the 1944 and "45
OVAC champroeshi squisds, caming atl e TAAT honor s asenior. He played guard s basketball
under couches Fovd Baker and Ralph Ganeell. Aller serving in the Ay, Vot then y
State College. graduating i 1951 He wis a three-year varsity footbat] player for the Hill Leppuers amd i 1mgim-
ber ol wa undefeatedd teams that played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl akd Pyibian Bowls,

Chester Grossi Omcials)

Chester Grossi (Wor High School, Class of 19105 began officing m 1942, ¢kim-
ing Lo be “drafied” inte ollivating by fellow hanoree Wadter Heil because nny ofti-
wialy hud been fost dugt o the militany draly

His Tuve of sports saw Tuion enter thee warkl of ofti
in fushethal? amd baseball He rennad from officiatir
thene year, he warked many district and regtonal wwe
urtiments i basketball and 12 e $inals o ool
Virgina Cutholic Stie basketbal L 1
Wl Virg

a lile member al the Ohi ¥

ating, e undy i feotbill, but alse
m 1UST aller 43 years. During
e i well as 14 state
e worked several West
sy well s games i the
o the Uinited Football League. He
A Is and the West Virgini Football
and Baskethall Oficials” Association. 1le was the 1997 secipient of e OVAC Robedt Dimaon
Mard and was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 13an Club.

A an athlete at Weir, Grossi played football Tor coach Car? Tlansill from 1936-39 and during thal
Red mders won 27 sznght games. He recesved a Tootbail scholarship o Wes! | sbenty State College
plasedd for Coach Joe Bartell i [941 and slter Workd War 11

ITe praduatked from West Libeny with a buchelor's dugree in pufitical seweive, retuming 1o YWeir Hy,
as a teacier and wssistant cuach He lel the education rickd o oenter inte the investment and insurance
n P9, Ble remanns actve in many civic, fratgrnal snd serice arganszatns. He is president of the ¥
Lawlge of the m Sors e Danghlers of Amenca, serves on the Board of Diregtors of the
Assocrion and 1~ an honorany tatona? president of ISDA; o member of e buard of the © pper O
Itiian Hentage Fessalz tbe Weirton Councid 3734 Kights of Cohumbus and an oflicer ul the
Degrees i il member of Post 10 0 the Amencan Legion: board member of Camp Fire th
LIKs. and s mesmber of the West Libenay Stawe Colfege Foundation™ Finance Committes, 1lall
Committee, Thillppers Athletic Club and 20 lite membvr of te Alumni Associaio,

[t

nlucted into the West Liierty State College Blall of Fame and was honored by the Wes

Nutthern

Walter Heil (oficias)

Walter Heil (Bellaire High. Class of 19231 was regarded s one of the deans af
Ohia Valley offigtating thanks to a citreer thin spanned ~ome 38 yars ad involved
thige sports

He began s a baseball umpire in 1926 then added Tootbill in 1925 and basketbadl
i 4929, waorkung countless ek antid finally hanging up his whistle at the ageolsl

Heil alficiated footbal? and basketball o the high schonl. collegte and profes-
sional Jevels, He worked Five West Viegingt Fligh School State Tournamenis, five
West Varginia Catholie High School State Tourmaments and three Wast Virsing
Intercollegiate Athletic Conlerenve Tourmamenis. He alse officited i the SEI-pro
Conunental Fontball League. whick teatured the Wheeling ronmen

Ve was s member of the Ohis Valley Board of Qflicials, the West Varging Oicials Assoceatuen and the
Intemational Assceration of Approved Basketball afficials and wis

honered for length of service by each of these organizations

ARer renimeng i an active ofticial, Heil wssumed the role of commissioner of both bisketball and Gl
ball alficiads tor the Ohio Valtey Atbletic Conlerence, a posiion he held trom 1963-70,

The wiis o charter member of the Bellaire High Athletic Wal) of Fame and the 19958 recipient of the
ONVACS Robert Dawsen Olfictals’ Award

Heil warked tor Wemnton Steel Corporation and was o resident of Yorkville untel hrs dessth o (971

Alex Groza (athlete - 19405

Tl ol 1Y), This 6-fian 7. 220-pounder
Tedl the Purple Riders o two staight undefeated regulr seasons in basketball and o
the Ohia stk tourmsmsent both yeirs., Martins Ferry linished 248 in 2943 and 26-1 the
Tollowing season. The Purple Riders won the limt OVAC Clins AA basketball
champintishig in 1933 Giroza seoned a valley record 625 paints ca mark Later Sroken
by 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Ken Alkessi), Groza seored 41 v, Tillonwwville,
He was an allwunference and all-Ohu fisst-ke
Ales was the top scorer amd rebuunder on the Un
Frve which waon back ebieck NCANtites i )38
the totrmuzent MVP both years, Tle wirs o three n Conlerence
chimgce and i bwaostinge coersarrers AT American. He set 22 wdividua) SEC reconds. Grosa sl nk:
e Kentuacky 's all-iie scormg st with 1723 poinis, Alex™s Jjersey number ¢181 was retired by th
Grozuand four of bis UK teammaies — Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Cull Barker ind Kenny R
wath g gold medabas US Olympisos st the London Games in 19498 Groza i 1949, was ngmed 1t
Fogmatson Binketbadl Player of the Year Ina 1950 Assoctited Press nationw ide poll af sports wrile
g the leadmg atfiletes of te half century, Ales sas chasen s one of the five (op-rated baskelbal
i the NBA. Grova averaged 223 points in L3 pre games with the Indianapds Olymptans in
ST He consched Hellarmine (K College from 1939 thnsigh 1966, The schoul hid never won i b
champmshigs betore Groza s kenure, He led the Knizhts o the Kentucky Itercollegiate Athleue Ca
regular weason and wurmsament titke in 1963, adter which he was wmed the league coach af the ye:
Griza Liler served as bussess manieer amd then issistant to the president of the ABAS b
Tl the Diego Congstidors until the tranchise fo
ey Ball team Tor one year before joining Reynolds Metal i

Afex Grosa | Martons Ferry High School,

g nanied

Crroza divd uf Femes cancer at bis home jn San Divea on oy 71 3008
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Chuck Howley (achietc - 19505)

L. “Chuck" Howley | Warwood High School. Cliss of 19543 was a fira team
rginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1933, He lenered in football, basketball and
7 1¢enager, he alsy competed for an independent All-Amenca boys  gym-

P

Virgimaa University graduate is stll the oaly Mountaineer athlete w letier in

Foatball, gymnastics, wrestang. track and swimmung. In football he played

ler. and Binebacker while cammp AB-Sowhern Conference laurels three
ins. Alsa the long snapper on special leams, Howley was selected as a third-
merican his senjor year. Howley. at 6-2. 220 pounds, was considered 1o be
Sstest linemen in WU history. He staned in three college all-star games —
Shrine Game. Senior Bowl and the College Fowball All-Star Game. He lettered for the
2% on the trampoline 16 gymnastics. a heavyweight in wrestling. sprinter and weighiman in track
it swimming. In 1957, Howley was seleciéd as the West Virginu Amateur Athlete of the Year
an NFL first-round draft choice 11958) of the Chicago Bears — only the third Mountaineer select-
pening round. He played a year and a half 1n Chiago betore being sidelined by a serious knee
wley was back home in Wheeling working at 2 gas station in 1961 when the expansion Dallas
raded wwo draft picks for him. The ex-Bear decided i grve it one more iry anad wuound up stanting
anebacker 12 years for the Cowbuys. ¢aming all-pre lourels s times. He starred in two Super
2 1971 game ~aw Howley intervept two passes and recover a fumble w ¢um MVP honors 1 a
10 the Baltimure Colts. He remains the only player on a lostag team to be selected as the Super
st valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowbuys win Super Bowl V1 aver the Miam Dolphins
2ing a Bub Griese pass W set up a wouchdown

is a member of the West Virginia $ports Writers Assocsation, WVU, Upper Ohiv Valley Dupper
wd City of Wheeling halls of fame

Dick Miller (Athete - 19505)

Dick Miller (Wheeling Centrai Cniholic H(iﬁh Schoul, Class 1932) was a Firs-team all-
state and al-OVAC rzﬂbomwr in basketball three stiraight years while performing for the
Maroon Knights, Milter led Central Catholic 1 the conference and West Virginia Catholic
championships all three seasons, scoring 1,593 points dunw a stellar high schoul career.
His three-year sconing average was 214 powits per game. His carcer point tekal stood for
51 years until it was Bested by David Contraguerro,  four-vear lenterman for the Maroon
Knights. Contraguerro™s recund was luter 1oppled by a Central girls”  basketball reat.
Kayleen Firzsmmeons, Miller also had a game high of 30 points 1n a West Virginia-
Kentucky All-Star Game. leading the Mountaineer team o an B1-80 victory al
Williamson Twice, (1951 and “57), Miller was chosen a Lhe state’s basketball Fh er of
the vear. He alse was  standout pertarmer in foutbull e basebal in high school. He wis
a T~ formation quarterback as a foctball performer and shurtstop/pitcher on the bascball tezm.

Recruited by the University of Wisconsm un a basketball scholarstup. Miller was the Badgens” starting point

%ua:d for two years. Nicknamed “The Cat” becuuse of his quickness. Dick averaged 19 ponls per game in Bag

en play, mppmg the 3)-potnt mark three times during hus carcer. In 1956, he set a conference recond Tor the mast
consectitive free thruws made, converting 29 i cow over (wo consecutive garmes. Maller also excelled s a floor
leader and defensive player, He wos voted as the team MVP his senior year. Although drafted by the New York
Kracks in 1956, Miller chose 10 play AAU basketball. He was voted 10 the AAL AL Amenca tcam afier partic
ipating 1n the National Tournament held in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Allen. Bradley Team 10 a fourth
place Tinish, Miller played two seasans wath the Phullips Oilers in the National Industrial Basketball League and
one season in the Tidewater Basketall Association where he averaged 22 points per game amd was voed the
lenl-“...-‘. MVP fur the 1962-63 season

Miller ﬁla{og! baseball one year at Wisconsin. hitting 333 and playing second base, Because 1 shoukler mnjury
in high s¢hool limited his throwing abiliry, he gave up baseball after oné season w concentrate on baskstball.

s athletic career then continued in a difierent sport as he took up handball ifour-wally and in i fiest sear,
he won the North and South Carotina Open Singles Championship. He went on t win numerous singles titles.
throughout the Southeast, including two sational singles age group championships. He fimally encled his come
petitive carcer tn 1996 at the age nFﬁZ

Mike Sherwood (Athlete - 1960s)

rerwood (Belluwre High School, Class of 19673, This soft-spoken athletic
with Bellire Hl;&h's all-time stalwarts 11 both foctball and baskeiball
terbacked the 1966 Big Reds 104 9-1 season as a semor for coach Don Ault,
anauably one of the best prep grid teams in Ohio Valley history. Sherwood
AC with 20 TD passes that alra\' he completed 73 of TI0 passes for a H6.4
and amassed more than 1400 yards with only four interceptions.
just as impressive on the hardwoed tor legendary coach Claire Cribbs. The
iting 6-1 guard was a wo-year stanter for the Big Reds und surpassed the
1 plateau while earning All-Ohio honars, He averaged 25.3 points a game in
ig Reds to 2 17-4 record. As a junior, he averaged 25 paints per game. He
1 career-high, and school-record U5 poants against Guemsey Sirzet rival St
al_ He wa also selected tor the Ohio North-South Basketball Classic o
mgmhi\' illusirious prep carcer, Sherwond accepted a football scholarship to West Virginia
_where s father earlier played_ After competing on the freshman team, he staried at quarterbuck
zasons. As 4 sophumore, he passed for some 2.[ill yards while eslublishinf 4 schuol record with
against Avat P, completing 27 of 37 passes, He finished the year ranked 11th in the nation, aver-
‘F:usmg yards i game, The Mountainecrs went 7-3 that fall. Sherwood led the Mountaineens 10 a
&in his three years. including a 10-1 mark and a Peach Bow!] win his semor season. He still ranks
JU career leaders 11 toal of :nscifam‘ing )unh&rus; vompletions and antempts. TD pusses. puss-
ey and completon percentage. He was selected to play in the 1970 Blue- mg Game and won
Todgers Award the same year, Sherwoad was also sclected AlkEast by UPH i 1970_A member of
ne WVU 1950-69 Era team., Sherwood was inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame in 1997,
rduation. he stayed on at WV and was a graduate asststant for obby Bowden and Frank
fe went 1o Bethany College 1 serve s offensive coordinator from 1974.74 under his high sehool
n Al Sherwoud Teturned to bis prep alma mater, serving as the Big Reds” head coach from 1980-
ring 4 26-12-2 record. He was named Eastern District C%mh of the Year in 1982, He became the
‘hlelic dicector in 1983 amd is currently the Bigh séhool panaipal.

Terry Snively cAthlete - 1960s)

Terry Snively (Powhatan High School, 1966). This all-round athlete siarmed in four
sports Tor the Indians. He established an Ohio Valley foutball modem sin ple season
recund by amassing 222 points. meluding 38 touchdowns. his semor season. The guick.
footed running back finshed with 398 career goints, Snively was named Ohio’s UPI
Class A Back of the Year in 1965, He wis an AlLOVAC bonoree ax 4 junine and senior
while parnering All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley laurels.

Captain of the Indians” football, baseball and track teams, He also was a four-year let-

Tan i K I, um"f’ his last three seasons, Snively averaged betier than 24
humm a game in cuch of his final 3wy seasons and finished his carcer with 1,146 points.

¢ was third team AlL-Ohio as a senior and fiest team AN-OVAC as a junior and scnior

Springtime at Powhatan saw Spively do double duty, starving in baseball amd track
He was a talemed piicher and outfieldet in the diamond spon for four years. He hel :
the Indians 1o a pair of Ohio swie oumament berths. inc ud:p(g winning the state Ciass A crown in his fresh-
man sezson when he butied 315 as leadoff hitter. Powhatan High lauached a track program in his sophomore
weson. He was the OVAC 100-yard, 200-yard and Iu(r% ump champion s a junier and qualified for the state
meet in the 100, He halds the school reconds in the flll.-]. 200 ?23.-1) an lmg#lmp 119-3)

Afier his storied four-sport rcseuume_r. he accepted a football schalarship 1w West Vicginia University, where
he was an uggm player in fensive backfield as a three-year staer, He was selected 10 the All-Time
WV 1950-6% Era team

After eamning his WVU diploma. he opred to remain in athlentcs in his native Ohio Valtey, Smively cut his

coaching teeth at Bellaire High, Dunng his six-year stint with the Big Reds, he was o {ooiball mde W Jake
Olsavaky and served as head k:m\‘kclha] and bascball coach IB&_ five years, He led Bellarre to a pair of section-

al erownx in heops while gaining a district titke {1974} and OVAC chmngx_onsh_}g-(?l‘)?ﬁ) in basebal). Snivel
matneulated 1 Shadyside High as head basketball cuach for twa vears. His [976-77 team, won 2 distnet title
and OVAC crown. In that season, he was named district coach of the year, Snively Jeft Tigenown for River
High, where he served s head football cuach for 23 seasons. During thal guarter of a cenry. his 1997 ieam
went 10+ and won an QVAC title while his 1eams mude the th\pla offs i 1993 and 1997 S"'WE coached
10 the OVAC All-Sear Game twice while also coaching the Ohio North-South Game in 1994, Tn 2KH. Snively
received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl Hamill Award.

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (achlete - 19705)

Hiez {Magnolia High School, 1973). The tirst OVAC athlete to eam All-W. Va.

honors in football, basketball and bascball also set an NCAA pass receiving

Aurshall Umiversity.

med “Fuzzy” because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles’ wide recciver-

buck led the Ohio Valley in pass receiving yards his Jast two seasons and ended

with #1 catches for 1,434 yards and 14 touchdowns in regular season play. In
season, Magnoliz went 10-2 with a state Class AA nunnerup finish to

od.

ned with Magnolia®s all-stte quarterback Brian Bouk 1o lead the W. Va_ All-
wictery over Ohio i the annual OVAC All-Star game at Wheeling Island.
etball, the guard averaged 14 points 4 game and camed all-state honors afier the Blue Exgles were
“ runncrup 10 Gary

sball. the vutfickier batted 352 and completed his adl-star mifecta with All-Valley. and all state
three sporls

«d fue football by Marshall. West Virginia, Virginia Tech, Pitt and Penn State. the 5-11. 175-pownder
1y with WVLU, but upred for Marshall where be led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for feur
«ars and set school records with 168 carches for | 954 yards and 14 TDs. His reception wial ranked.
- cighth among all-time NCAA Division 1 receivers. Starting four years, he sela then-NCAA recond
1 passes in 42 stight games. He broke the mark set by Hewsman Treophy winner Johnny Roxdgers
~aska, Aulomabile bumper stickers supporting the police showed up at Herd games, where they had
: meaning. They read: 1 Love the Fuzz.” The team co-captiin was a twi-ime All-Amenca honor
jon cheice and a first team National Independent All-Star honoree.

Wso was selected i the state Amateur Athlete of the Year in 1976. [n 1985, e was isducted in the
sthlenc Hall of Fame. Filliez currently resides in Defaware, Obia.

Lance Mehl (atntete - 1970s)

Lance Mehl {Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for
the Bag Reds, Meh! was also an All-Valley football linebacker and baseball first bitse-
man as well is a center in basketball,

He eamed All-Ohia footbal! henors for couch Jake Olsavsky while serving as co-
captan of the 1975 team which went 9-1, He played in the Ohio North-South game in
Columbus and wmed in a sparkling defensive eftort for the South all-swrs.

Recruited by Penn State Unsversity for football. be was cited by coach Jue Patemo
ardd defensive coondinator Jerry Sandusky as “onc of the best inside linebackers™ ¢ver
tor play for "Linebacker LU

Mehl was the lading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Ninany Lion team which bowed
1o Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSU from being declared natienal champion. [n that
gume. he led Lion defenders with 17 stops. including 11 unassisted tackles

Afier that junior season, he was named the “Man of the Year” by the Upper Ohia Valley Dupper Dan Club
and is une of only three college athletes o receive that bonor

The PSU defensive co-capiain also led the Lions in tekles as a senior and camed sevond team All
America honurs by The Associated Press and United Press Intermnational.

Mehl was drafted in the NFL's thied round by the New York Jets and played nine years before his carcer
was cut short with & recuming knee inury

He was the Jeis leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury. The Jets' defensive signal-caller
recorded 172 total tackles {105 solus and 67 assists] in 1984, In 1983, he intercepted seven passes and picked
off 15 carcer interveptions.

Mehl was selected to the Pro Bowl afier the 1985 seaxon when he recorded 115 tackles. 43 assists and
three pass interceplions.

After his NFL career ended. he retemed 1o the Ohio Valley and resides in St Clairsville,

Dee Davis (Atblete - 1980s)

wis (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 19811, The fint OVAC girls” ath-
1 first team A=W Va, hooors three times set Ohie Valley and state scoring
hich remain om the books after & quarter of a century. Overall, she set three
wree W, Va. sconng standieds

~year Wheeling Park standout, she seored a school record | 854 points melud
ar a 32.5 averuge as a senior, She was named stake “Player of the Year” and
“the Class AAA all-state team for the 1980 season. She scored a school-recond
vs. Weirton Madunna and set a state wwmament Class AAA seoring recond
raxins om the books atter 27 years, She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier Eastas
wire in 1978, In two state toumament games that year, she scored 76 points
13 of 14 free throws.

led Park o 2 state Class AAA runncr-up spot as A sénior when she also chnted M steals, 71 assisty
boungls Afier the season, she was MVP in the stte North-South game where she scored 30 points.
-d All-America mention in Strect & Smith's and Converse magazines

. Davis alsr starced as a pitcher-shortstop o the tinst varsity softball teams and camed all-stae
n from the W, Va. Coaches Association

med a basketball scholarship to Tennessee Tech where she played for tvo seasans before finishing
%e career 3t West Virginia University. [n her two seasons with the Mountaineers. she served as leam
1 in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the first woman o dunk m u college basketball game. In Davis’
won, WVU reconded its second-ever 20-win scason with a 20- 10 mark
<o playedd basketball with a U.S. Al-Star team in England and squred 150 points for o 214 average.
wts completed her 13th year as head girls” basketbal! couch at her alma mater Park She has guded
Jts imia six state tournaments and won back-to-buck Class AAA champiogships i 1998-99 and
he first female 1o wia the all-sports "OVAC Coach of the Year award, The Wheeling resident alko
wfiball

Brian Swisher (athlete - 1980s)

Brian Swisher (Sistersville High School. Class of 1982). The 5-7. 143-pound
dynarm became the first three-time first team AILW. Vi, football honoree in Tyler
County as he led Sistersville High o back-to-back state Class A champonships in 198}
and ‘81

Swisher led the Tigers 1o a 13-0 record in 1981 as he setan Ohwo Valley and W Va.
record For scoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns ineceiving. rushing, retums} and
156 paints, He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award is state player uf the year and
wirs accarded the Hunt Award as state Lineman of the Year.

He set season and career pass receiving muarks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 39.2
yards on kickoff returms and 20.2 yards on punt retums. He also was productive on end-around rushing plays.

Swistier. wha set an OV record by catching passes in 36 consecutive games — every game he starled. His
career regular scason totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yards and 23TDs

He Jedl the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for [980 {681 yards on 47 caiches) and 1981 (906
yaeds and 14 TDs on 53 receptionsh. As 4 sophomore. he lunded 26 passes for 582 yards,

Swisher was a three-time AILOVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virginia thres umes.

In the spring. he competed 1 track us a 100 and 200-meser springer, long jumper and relay member. He
wan eight individual meuals in three state Cluss AA meets. — a firstin the 1K) as a suphomore, siX secunds
and a third, and was a member of 3 first place 4x 100 relay 1eam. He tied @ state meet AA [ (X)-meter record
with a 109-second mark in the 1981 trals.

He signed a football scholarship with Marshall University and played fous seasons, including three years
as a stacting wide receiver. He lunded 116 passes from 1982-85 for 1 617 yards and 14 wwchdowns He was
Marshall’s Teading receiver in [943 with 32 catches tor 560 yards and thres scores He also was a Herd tack
SPNGeT

Swisher currently rexades in Lewss Center. Ohiv




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Joey Galloway rathlete - 19905

Jocy Gatloway (Beilaine High School, Class of 1980, This Big Reds™ fourapons pers
tormer has excelled on the pr. vollggiate and profyssional levels,

The mercury-hevled wide recerver an ANOhao grdder for coawh John
before 2 sprkling carcer at Ohio Stte Gnisersity. After iy Scarlelt & € iy,
Galloway was 3 fiest rund draft pick by the Seattle Seahawks of the Navonal Football

Az,
oway rewnie the Okin Vielley necord bouks for pios ne e yards with 2332 angd
iwn receptions with 27 Fle ended with 108 caneer catches. The -9 eaplosgy
wr helped lead the Big Reuds e the OVAC 324 fimtball title his jumor vear. il
in L role in the 9-1 campaign He Lxded 43 passey for 973 );m.lJ\ and 13 T
Gathwary wis it thrge-time AIFOVAC and AV ley hunoree and wis named All-4)
HEas ot semwr,

I tshetbiall, he wis just i domsening as a point guand. Galloway was o ~iartee for thge strught OVAC
<hampinship teams tor éoach CGene Ammirne. e gared AL-QOVAC, Al Valley and AD-Ohin boneirs.

The springtime saw Galloway seeve the B Reds i an snlikler on the bisebiell diamond, bul it was or the
wal where he mide an even bigger mpact. Galloway clwmed the staie Division 8 H0-meter and 200 e sprint
titles as o serhor,

The Bellaire Bullen then twok, his aimizing atbdeny shitks to Columbus, staming for John Couper on the grid-
e He wias honored s an Al-Big Ten wide receiver as u Jumor—i seasen in which he erabbed 47 passes for
946 yands His career Watals i Ohiu State werg JOR receptions lor K9 i Galloway Timshed
with 2354 all-purpuse sards and wits the wam’ co-vaplain i (994 He on Avidemic honuenee
n 1L 1993 aod 1998 while eamed the Sanonad Foathatl Foundanon Seh aeship in 994 He cammed a1 degree
in busmesvmarketing.

Gallosay wars the crshih wverall pich i the 1994 NEL Drafi, He played five seimons with the Sealins ks, vatch-
g 253 passes Tur 3457 vards and 17 TDw o his best seion in Svatile. he collazed 77 paes for 1459 vands
atd 12T He lett Searile for the Dallas Comboys and 1~ mow a member ol thy Tampa Bay Ruccaneers

comd teant i Divisun

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Matt Gaudio (athiete - 19904)

Mati Gaudio iBrooke High School, Cliss of 1991), This fluid athlete domined
the West Virginia prep hardwood as he wirs a tour-yoar starter for the Bruins.

Fle comcluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W, Va.
ear” am well as the sde stitte “Plaver of the Yeae™ in 1991, The 6-7 forward
aced Brooke g records of 194, 224, 16:7 aod 18-7 for i four-year career mark af

s

Gander was o tvatine allstate Cliss AAA honuree and twice named W the all-
slate tournament wam. He averged 17.9 poines and 1401 rebounds as 2 suphoniore
and fliowed that up wizh i stine Cliss AAA best 24 X scoring norm as a junior while
averiigmg T rebounds

Craudiae capped s superb prep caeeer with o brilliunt senior campaign. He averaged 243
grabbed 134 rebnunds w repeat in AILOVAC, All-Valley and AN, Vi, honrs while beit
honarable mention All-America. He was the Tiest Bruin o caen fied wam all-stte in boys?
Ciatndao ~urpiracd the LMY mark incareer points (1 479) wod career rebournds ( 1.10X%). buth Br

He apted o cominue his academic and athketic career at Penn State University, where he v
by ehrome buck problenis which reguired surgery. In spitg of the medical woes. Gandio ends
13 solid career. During his recshsr sophoamure season, he sveraged 9.3 pomts and 4.7 rebou
el wits pinned recipisen af the Lou Lamie Mast Insprsatzonal Pl er Award,

The tollowany year, he served as student issistant coach while completing his liberal arts o
ar emphiesi on architecture, He retuened 1o play s a senior and wis second on the team in
# 130 serped whike adlected 6.4 rebounds o game during a 210-7 eecund seison,

Cal Giffin (ovac *Family™)

Cal Gifftn iBelluire Mligh School, Class of 19373 One of the fegendary frpures
il in the ~pon of high sehool rack and cross country i the OVAC
ing hix 17 yeurs employed as o tewcher and doach m the Bellaire City Schuol
110 wir one o the fousders and the diector of e Gimed Bellare Relays
During its S2-year hstory, the Bellare Relay arcted atany of Oie s greatest athleies
t the Nelson Fiekl. Avone tee, the Belfire Relays was necognized os the second
firgest thck vvent in the Buckese State. His teioms won Tive OVAC amd district track
championships. During his .the ftig Reds won S8 dushnangutar thech tigets. Also
at Bellaire. he served as i issistant coach in Toutball and baheball,
Ciittin consuming work and comobutons W the Obio Valley  Athletic
X uded atezn as presudent £1973-7-0 and commissioner of the football and bisketb;

Canteren
He directed many major OVAC ruck meets amd 1o honor his elforts, the Tague chismpronships i
¢ s

Tichd wene renamed s the OVAC Ca? Gittin Clirwic. He win 3w member of the Fastern Disrivt ¢
ligh § ey Assowciation, the Ohu Fugthall Coaches Awsodiati
k and Fiekl Conches Asswianon, He wiss votesd inlo the Ohio State Trx
ST wins presented twa iwards of ment from the OHSAA and, following b
selecked Tor g posthumous Alumni Actuevement Asard oy Wt Liberty State Call
1 Ohiu Conches Association s president as well as being the state vice president fo
K Ciiches.
Jree-spon leterman dustball. basketball and k) at Bellun High. He
3 ok win an OVAC chimpionslip £ 1936), e alsu pluyed in the
n 19T Gittin's career also led him o the Macins Ferry Sche
pecvisar ol elemuntany and secaadary education. From there. he beeame the
rsielle igh School and ey served as superintendent of the St Clairsvilles Richand Sche
ed s BAL s Lducanon From Wt Liberty i 1950 amd fis Master of Arts Dezree in wh
istration: from WYL in [967

Ron Mauck «ovac -Famin)

Rott Mauck (Brideeport High School. Cliss ol 19530 Educator. administralor, com-
munity leader, Mauck his been dirgetor of the OVAC Wresthing Tourmament. ane of the
lzrgest hegh sehool events o il kind in the enare vountny. sinee 1979 Ths highly -reza
ed champiumdip was nenamed as the Ron Mauck OVAL Wrostling Toumamient in 3w,

A pagul i b late Geonge Kovaliek. an OVAC [l of Famer and vonsidened 1 be the
| parstarcs af high schoal whestier in the O Valles. Mauck als eablished e conler

ence’s dual meet chamgjnn-h(iy stanchings i 1971 and direcied five WVa, stiie ouma-

meatts al the Wheeling Civic Conter tnoe WesBitnon Argtih, Three Limes. he served as a

volunieer o the for NALA and NCAA Division 11 championships (hosted by West

Liberty St Col held in Wheelmg Ir lclivon 1o his duties with the vonference it

wumamen, Mauck wias i long-tmie member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Clanty Al

Star Fouball Classie, He wa assistant game dineetor end Fuce sen ed as e directar (rom R through 1998

The Bridgepon High and West Libery State Callese graduate. who darmed his masier™s in safen e

begun his wWhaching and coaching career in 1965 o Follaisbe High Schonl where he stasted the schonl™s vars

ed the schaol s unly individual stide champion (f.ou Daly) Shile o Fellansbe.

1y wrestli Em;mm attel

Mauch couched Juhn Craig. i fiest-time s restler s senmor in J965 who went o o Become an All-Amercn
At West Libeny and Later wips one of the areas nuistanding voaches before becoming an adaittistritor When the
vanmsolidised Breoke High Schaol opened in 1965, Ron el to coich the wrestlin 1 where be wiored
the Bruins” firt West Virginga man chamy in Jion Suddeoth. Befure retiniow adter 3 34 reer in el
Mack served Browke i dincetor al the sehoal’s Driver's Educatioe Depactiment. Physical Plany >
Asasan Athletic Director and Athlene Director, In addition 1o s the OVAC Wieatling Toumamest
renaried i his honor. Mauck aise winy presented the =My, Mar™ TURE. He win named the W, vy
Wrestling Cosches Man ol the Year {19871 and noces revog ards from the Upper Ohin Valley
Dapper Dan Club (1955 gnd 199712 W ¥a_ Alkletic Direcior of the Year {1951 Mauck rwive was slecied
Warwood Lions Citizen of the Year, winner of the TV Cucoran. Se Award {2001 1 and member of the Brooke
County Wall of Fame 120061 He is past president ol The W Va Salvty Asswtation. the Bridgepost Alumm and
Warwood Jumer High Athleie Associanon

-

Boyd Nelson (Media)

Bayd Nefson (Belluirg High Schoal, Class of 1443),
phatographer with Tie Times Leader in Marine Fe
have cadled him g puoneer, o legend and. perhaps., the
in the newspsagesr ~ history. His work behind the o cunling 1o many anc high
shool coaches Telp bring the spons world ali ers of Tie Times Leader,

Nebw et unsuntizg nin, et his cimera dw his talking Jor him. N sign-
1Rt wirs ton big mor oo menial Tor Selwon, who had lhcnf) NI (o lake piclures
of seven LLS. presidents Tmm Harry Traman though Rona cﬂi 1, Nelson chroni-
cled nearly every' niygor happemag throaghout the Ohio Valle wis 3 tamsiliar
and much weleeme fice at ﬂlgh schonl. college and professional games and sigches
E | hi cerin the lae 1940+ unul his retirerient 1 JURK. As wa ot oug al |
hin 2003, there wini't gy mmasium, fiotball field ur baseball diamond in The fimes Lo
erge angi where Nelam didn't cipture the esplaits of athletes of all ages and sbilitios Among
professivaal greats be covered included baseball halt of Tuners Phil Niekro and Bill Mazeroski,
hall ol Famer John Havheek. foe Nk, Tim Spencer. Olympiv wrestler amd voach Bobby
Al Hormvak, just iowe mention g few

Boyd's devotion 1 his work il nsude him a e model and an mspiation to apiring and seas
wraphers aishe. Nelwn shunned tie limehght throughout his lile despire 1he urgings of co-we
whmirers fo enter his pictuees i sewide aampetinon. As a result. he wis by passed Tor many i
vasily would have come Tus wiis . However, Lnted Peess Intermational LN presenting insards o
ine phokigraphens in the carly 1970 amd the vers fimt honoree wis aone other ¢
. When e Times Leader published 3 pretomal history of Easters Qhis in 19590, the bk
wated to Nelwn, a hfelong Belmons County sesident. 3le bessin his carcer following i stent in the ©
Ve served o sing i tfe” Philippines during World War I Atier retuming bome, Nelwm aiten
Lmiversity Jora year Howeser, after being Rired as . sumnier interm by The Tiies Leader, he neve
w1 callege s mide photography his ileime professum

chon spem 1 years as a
low staffers and Iriends
st goodwill ambussador

iz

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Coaches)

Paul “Bred” Hilliard | Welkburg High School. Class uf 1939) Head coach at Brooke
High School fur 23 seasons { 1979200011 where he compiled o record af |83 w
defeats and T tie, Denng this span, Biltiard~ Bruins won three Weat Virginig O
ANA Sale champiveships — 195, 1987 and TWAE Tis 1987 and "0 powgrhouses
recorded pertiect recond seasons and bath were mitionglly mnked  The 1987 wam fin
1nhed 25ih an the country while the TuR spuead endded wg in 230 place In 1994, Brewke
ale ended the campargi with o 10-0 record but it i the <tate plazutts. Filicen of his
23 Brwn teams participatedd i the post season plagalls and seven niade
pronship game, Als, Hilhand coached the green i pold toseven OVA N
Divison championships, e couched 1n two Rudy Mumiey OVAC Chanty
Football sames and in theee West Vingzna Nonb-South Ganes, He was ame
past president of the Omia Valies Football Coaches Assewianon Tor whom s wits clinrman
group’s annual awards diner. He alw ivsisted wzamzng the OVFCAS Cl amd Prospect Nig
Billized s Bruuoke coaching career alwo included cight yean, asim assistant in Futball. twer S as i wrestfing
BN, ey g ears s Bead wrestling voach and three years us head ik corch Prior 30 Brooke, lwe spent
four year assistant i fontball i Wheelng Cemiritl, iwe veirs as 2 volunteer issistant m wrestling and
thres v head Rk voach

While attending Wellsburg High Schewl, he played four
i tein capraan n193%, e played baseball three yeirs., warming e leliers AL Wes: Liberty State College,
Bullard wus a four-vear varaly fetierman i fuotbsal) playing on both the offensive and detenve lines Ater
hus juntor season, he camed fis-leam AN-WVIAC Gursls

Amung bz awards arg: Obio Valley, OVAC ind Weal Virging Coach of the Y Lipper Ohau Valley
Dapper Din Man of the Year: Ciod Hamilt Comching Awiord; Steubenville Moose 1awdse € it al the ¥
Wt Labe College Athletic Hall of zame: 2003 Ohin Valley Foothall Cocties Flall of Fame iduciee:
H.A. Corcoren St Award tar the Brooke hontball progrum bringing natiosal senton w ihe Qhio Valies : and
a 2005 recipient of the West Vigging Athlene Cuaches Association™ Retired Conching Award

wAAAA
All-Swar 2
the Tounding mentbers and

rof tuotball and letered thrce vears, serving

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Coaches)

Kichard “Lefiy” Hall iBarnesville High Schoul, Class o 19393, 1l was ine of
the most steeessful two-sport cosches dbasebalVzolt) in OVAC history, compiling a
whipping L1356 victories over a Meyear span,

1 bugzin his baseball coaching career i Poshitan 1igh Schonl for year before
taking the same postal St Chdrille High Schoot. [n his 33 vears wilh 1he Red
vzl 11969-200 11 his ey massed an vutstnding 563-320 reord,

Wish “Letty " calling the shess tran the dugont, $t, Clairsville won seven OVAG
chimptonsheps and mide five Ohio High School Athletic Avsoiaton regromal wure
mament appeariiees FFTHC WS, 1986, 199 and 1997). The Red Devils wdvanced
W the state tournament “Finat Four™ m 997, 81, Claissville adwo won Tive Exstern Qi Basebal
litles under Hall's puidance

Hall s narned OVAC Coaeh of the year in 199 and regeived the ame acelade o the
District three noes, 1900, 1993 amd 1997 1 also served as one of the cuaches in the Mizun
Series i 17, A true basehadl “penkie)” Elall wi inducted inta the Ohio Iligh School Bascball
Hall of Fame 1y 1990 a0d wis named the Ohio Baseball Hall of e =Man of e Yeae™ in 194

Hall criached iy players who signed professional baseball contrcts. the fist mcluding Ger
Gene Catane. Ted Rose, Seott Barnhoase, Jov Slasah and Joe Dudek

I polf. 3 woavhed St Clursille for 27 sears (1970 2000 . finsshing with a 61123 re
Bl three unbeaen weams and abso trored three syugsds that advaneed 1o the Ohu stte woeman
Rl Devils abar cotlecd 14 OVAL golt champiotishaps .

Hadl, w fifeclong resident of Bamesnlle, lentered i baseball and track while performzny
Shamoocks_ Ve sraduated Trom Ohio Un versily




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Warren Pugh (officials)

“Vookie" Pugh (The Linsly Schawl. Class of 1920). The Wheeling lsland
ho died in 1983 at the age of 31 served the coaching aml officiating profession
and alsa was o owstanding conudbutor to us commitiee.
Mficial, Pugh served as a fociball and basketbatl referee for over £0 years. In
1e worked in_both high school and college. inctuding the West "Virpinia
riate Athletic Conference and West Virginia University. Pitt and Penn State. A
ofticial tor moce than 40 years, F’ug& afficiated high'school and college con-
Y3 and (934, be worked the emire West Virginma state high school basketball
1, his partriers being Judge Paul Camilkeui hé first year and Dink Westfall the
ar. Pugh and John E_mt of Bluetield blew the whusile for all |1 gumes of the
AC tournament held in 1935 at Fairmont, Pugh served as president of both the
:¥ Board of Feetball und Basketball Qfficials. He alse was the referee of the famed Bellaire Relays
Fears and was later named as the meet's honorary referee. He was alo honored for his service by i
Relays and the West Virginia Secondary School Actvities Commission. Pugh conducted officials®
cveral spurty and wrote a mwslpu cr serics o officiating. Pugh also was a Red Cross instructor in watkee
tife-saving for over 50 years. [n his youth, he was recognized as 1 1wi-state diving champion and was
people in Whoehn&m diving off the Sus%cnsmn Bridge into the Ohio River. He performed
» the first ime on Labor Day durinﬁ{th: stae Fair hekl when he wis o ieenager, He repeated that dive
cther socasions during hus youth. He coaghed swimming at his alma mater The Linsly School fur
se decales. guding the Cadets 1o 26 OVAC championships, ingluding 25 i a ow
as also 3 remendols athlete. cspecially as a fooball player. He am:mféd Alderson-Broaddus College
1 for two years and played football betore mansternng 10 Davis & Elkins College where was a stellar
nd venter for Hall of Fame Coach Cam Henderson. Since eligibility rules never Teally exisied in those
h played four years at D&E. His community service included 15 vears as Whee ing's Recreativn
wir érms s Ohio County Shenft and six yedrs as an Ohio County Commissioner. Pagh was induct-
+ West Virgina Sponts Hall of Fame | 1980). the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame (1954) and
i Valley Athbetic Confercnce Hall of Fame.

maryy

Bob Gain (Athlete - 1940s)

Bob Gain (Weir High School, Class of 1947). An all-time great on the high school.
college and professional levels, be started his Fxnball carcer %o the Red Riders and
twice camed first team All-OVAC honors as a Lineman and was honored on the 1946 All-
W.Va_ selecuons

In 1969, he was selected as a *Modern Eca’ defensive tackle an un All-Time Ohio
Valley Football team selécied by The Intelligencer newspaper In 2005, he was hononed
on an All-Time W Va. high schoal team selected by The Fairmont Times newspaper.

At Weir High. he was the largest all-state honoree at 6-2 210-pounds and was a two-
way wwkle as wetl as handling puating and kickoff duties. His late coach Carl Haemill
never singled out his best Red Rider football product but always started hus list with Gain. a four-year starter
and his most honoered protégé

Gain is regarded as the greatest lineman in Univensity of Keotucky. where he was a three-nme All-
Sowtheasiern Conference hononee and a twa-time first team All-America choice in 1949 and 1950, As 2 s¢0-
1or. he won the Outland Trophy as the nanen s outstanding lineman., the first from the SEC so honored. and
ane of anly two from the Ohio Valley. The ather Quiland Trophy honoree was the Universny of lowa’s Calvin
Junes from Stcubenvilie High. Playing for the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant at Kentcky, the Wildcats were
33-10-2 in Gain's four scasons and he was co-captain of the #0-1 cecord team that upsel mational champion
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl, Gain was the No. § choice — Ihe haghest ever for an OVAC athlete — in
the first round of the 1951 NFL Draft by the Green Bay Puckers. However. he opted for Otawa i the CFL
betore starting & | 2-year NFL carcer with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was & starter on
three NFL championship 1eams under legendary coach Pawd Brown in 1954, 1935 and 1964

The Cleveland area resident has been inducied into seven Halls of Fame — College Foutbrall, West Virginia
Spons. Upper Ohw Valley Dapper Dan, Univeraty of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akron Halls and Clevetand
Browns® Legends Hall

Phil Niekro (Athiete - 19505)

ekro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1957). The Basebatl Hall of Famer gut
¢ start with the Bulldogs where he was a three-spon perfurmer. Besides base-
as 2 football end and basketball forward and a seammane of fellow OVAC Hall
John Havlicek.
med “Knucksic™ because of hix sraple pitch. the knuekleball, which he leamed
‘ather. Niekro was a four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17-1 carcer record. His
wis 10 10 Tiltonsville in 1953, his freshman year, when fellow Basebali and
) .of Famer Bill Mazeroski hir the game-winning bome run, The 1935 Bulldog
el the East Ohio League title with Martins Ferry, In a 93 Ohio sectional twur-
in over St. John's, Nitkru won the game in relief and belted a two-run single. Bridgeport. however,
Jin the finals by Shadvside, a 1eam twice defeated by the Bulldogs, In 1956, Niekro and the Bulldogs
Steubenville Central. 7-1., in the Class A district tournament after sectional wins ever Bamesville and
ville. Bridgeport bowed to East Liverpool in the diserice finals. As a senior, Niekre wssed a four-hit-
ek out Lt} ina 4-2 win over Steubenville Ceniral for the OVAC Ohic-side title. He eardier hurled an
aver East Liverpool in the Class AA district semifinals. Unbeaten Steubenville Centrad halted
. 6-1 in the finals,
.who also played for the Bridgepon Legion team and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, was
the Milwaukee Braves for a $300 bonus at a 1958 teyout ¢amg in Bellaire
1, ke started a 24-year muor league career with the Braves, New York Yankees. Cleveland Indians
1o Blue Jays. He had a 318-274 career recurd while appearing in 864 games and striking out 3.342
ghth on the all-time charts. He hurled a no-hivier and won five Gold Gloves and was naed to five
cams. The Braves honored him by erecting a bronze siatue in front of theic home studlium and, in
was inducted imo the Baseball Hadl of Fame, He resides in the Atlanta ived,

Lee Patrone (Achlete - 19505)

Lee Patrone (Bellaire High School, Class of 1956), For 0 years, Patrone was the all
lime leading career scorer in Big Reds” history with § %32 poins in three scasons, He led
Bellaire High 10 three straight sectiomal titkes with won-lost marks of [8-4,20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 25.5, 26.7 and 32.9 puints per game cach season. His 27 1 pownt career
averape remains & school record.

The two-time first team All-OVAC henoree, and an All-Ohio first eam hosoree by
The Associated Press as a senior. he was a sconing machine with 57 career games over
20) points, including all 23 as a seaios, arl he had 2% straight games in which he seored
at least 20 points,

He 1allied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final gare while playmng with an injured led
against Martins Ferry in the district toumament tille game. Ferry prevailed. 91-87, while surviving a Limping
Patrone’s heroics, Earlier, against a Bridgepont team featuring Basketball and OVAC Hall of Famer John
Havlicek, he convered 25 goals, His 299 goals in a season remtains a school siandard.

Alter a brief stay at Ohiu State, the stocky 60 uard enrolled at West Virginia University i 1937 and led
the 1958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point norm. A meenber of the 1959 NCAA runner-up tam led by
Ali-American Jerry West. he was second to West in 1960 team scoring with a [4.2 per game norm and was
named to three all-ourament reams; NCAA regional. Southern Coaference and Univensity of Kentucky. A
Virginia sportsaTiter described him as “gowmt encugh to be cocky and cocky enough 1o be good.”

As & senior, be was 1 third team All-America honoree by Helms Foundation. He ended his carcer wath 1028
points — then seventh best in WYU history

Afser graduation, he taught and coached Five seasons at Wintersville High School where hus fiest 1964 wam
went 14-4 und 1972 weam was 164, Alier retiring. he relocated to Bis ¢urment home in Florida

Bob Hummel (Achtete - 1960s)

ummel] (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966). This 6 (t. 3 guand was a
rachine for Moundsville High School before taking his vast hoop talerts w West
Jniversity.
¢l fimished his stcllar four-vear prep carcer with 1941 points, good for a 22.6
average That average still ranks sixth among Class AAA players in the state.
wor veur was one for the record books at the Marshall County schoul. He poured
iints in 25 pames for a 359 average., which 15 ued for the highest average in
A archives
ver. bis scoring antics ranslated into 1eam success as Moundsville fimshed as
1erup in Class AAA. the school’s first state final since 1920. Hummell weched
o for 45 markers m the state semifinal game. He established the Moundsville im?lc-game seonng
153 points in a win against Foflansbee. Hummell was chusen as the West Virginta “Player of the Year
‘organtown Touchdown Club while alsu being named captain of the Class AAA ali-state 1eam, all-
Wl Seholastic Coach All-America. He also was a top-nokch baseball player tor Muundsville, eaming
am all-state honors as a pitcher.
ing his glorious stay it Moundsville. Hummelt joined the WYL hoap squad and he wasted no ime in
s presence felt. Hummell led the WYL frosh teum n scoring with a 242 average. including a 45 -+
burst against Maryland and 41 against Duquesnse. I those days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA
n playing on the vanuy level
nlLon to average 129, 155 and 130 peints o game the fullowing three seasons, all of which he served
naineers as a staner. Hummell was the ear’s captun hi semor season
well witaled 1.137 points 1n s WV carcer. placing him seventh in schoal anoals wt the ume his career
1970. he was an adept free throw shooser. hitting at an 80.7 clip for his career Hummell — whes had
+of 20 or more points = was selected 1o the 1966-75 all-time WVU hoop team

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 19605)

Harry Wilson (Steubenvitle High Schaol. Class of 1963), Thix former Big Red star
ranks with the clite running backs in OVAC history.

His gridiron vareer a1 Steubenville was nothing short of spectacular. Hix ability w
cimy the foutball took him 10 4 starring role at the University of Nebraska and a short
stiet wish the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles.

The 5 ft. 11, 190-pounder was alse a satery and kick rewmer fur Big Red, but
tushing the football is what Wilson did best

He carried the Big Red w a 9-1 mark his senior season, 2 campaign in which the
Jefierson County charges pocketed a prized 14-8 win aver heralded Massillon. Wilson
paced the Ohio Valley in both rushing vards and scoring with 1,756 infamry stripes and 23 wwehdowns. The
furmer standand 3s 2 modern slay school record for a 10-game campaign.

His achicvements gamnered hum Ohio “Back of the Year” designation by both the AP and UPI im Class AA,
which was the largest clss back then. He wis named First seam al}-Ohie and a Schulasiic Coach AH-American.
Wilson was almost as dominating his junior year. The “Steubenville Stomper” rushed for 1,586 yards and
scored 28 touchdowns apd 168 points in 10 games_ He was selected first ccam all-Ohiu by AP as a safety while
alse caming all-OVAC and all-Valley laurels.

Wilson — who was also nicknamed “Lighthorse™— enjoyed a sparkling career at Nebraska, He led the
Comhuskers in rushing his junior and semior seasons. finishing his career with 1.702 yanls ansl a stellar 5.0 per
CAITY Average

He was ramed usanimous atl-Big Eight as a semor and honorable mention All-America by UPL He bas the
distinetion of playmng in three major bowl games = Cotton, Orange and Sugar

After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selecied 1o the third round of the 1967 NFL draft by the
Eagles. He spent three years with the team as o backup running back and kick retumer

Ed Burgy (Athlete - 19705)

rgy (Bellaire High School, Class of 19711. This former Big Reds” star reonns
uming for prep baseball greatness in the Oluo Valley.
also starring in football and basketball at the Guernsey Street sehool, Bur!T-y
shed himself ws arguably the premier prep baseball '.|I)Inyc_r in OVAC anmals.
s baseball statistics are staggering. he accomplished them in just three seasons
ire High did not stan a baseball program unul Bu stphomore season,
‘0 his overpowering pitching prowess. Burgy was also a iemendous shortstor
erful hitter. Burgy ctched his named in Bellaire Hagh. Ohio Valley and OHSA
vuks The three-year All-Valley firsi-team honores completed his prep career
1.5 record. still the most wins ever by it Bag Reds™ paicher. He owns the carcer
‘mark with 326 {30 just 175 innings | and the sengle-season strkeout standard of
ile possessing ncarlly-unhilwblc heat, he also owned hgrcal cantrol. The talented eight-hander walked
atters in his career dnd went eight straight games without tssuing a base on balls, He carved out state
vith 2 minuscule 0.13 ERA for a season and an 0.63 ERA for a carcer. Hix third OHSAA record was
ng 16 shutouts. Burpy also set ap Ohio Valll?' mark with 23 strikeouts in a 10-inaing no-hiner
iver He was also a deadly hiner, Burgy owny Hellaire High records for hits in a game (61, triples an
(1 and career wples 112}
also was a stellar. four-year football performer for cusches Rudy Shaskey and Jake Olsavsky. He was
p cunning back until hus sentor season. Olsavsky opted ta switch Bungy 10 qu“unerback. amuve that paid
fcnds B\]l‘gﬁ helped guide the Reds to an ¥-1-1" season, losing only ¢ Maneita | 2.0} while tving
Alle 1001, He was jowed in the buckfield by Ron Lec. who weni'on to fame with WYL and the
 Colis. Burgy wasa muln-taiented hoopsies” Starting for three scasons. he poured in 1197 points. a
«till ranks seventh on the afl-time school scoring card. [t was secund only 0 lependary Lee Patrune

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 19705)

Rruce Smith (Martins. Ferry High School, Class of 19765 He s at the sop of the list
whert it comes o disinee runring s 4 four-time Ohio siate champivn whi set coustless
meet, valley and school records atoey the way

In cruss country. Smith was 4 three-time All-Ohican (1973, “74 and "73}. capturing
first place at the stale meet in both hs junior (9:43.0) and senwor {9.33.4) seasons after
placing seventh {10:05.01 as 3 sophomare. His time in 1975 was the state recond at the
e,

As both ¥ junior and senior, he also tinished first in the secnonal, district, OVAC and
Belmont County meets and finished undefeated buth years. As a sophumorc, he was
second in the sectional, district and county meet and thind in the OVAC.

He was a three-time All-Eastern District and All-Valley honoree in cross cowntey as well

In track., Smith camed All-Obio status wo times (1973, *76), winaing the sute championship n the two-
mile run both years. He posted a time of 9:11.1 as a senior afier winning in 9:31.1 45 & jumor He also placed
seventh a1 the state event as 4 sophomore 19:39.9)

He fimshed first in the sectional and district meets all three years, winging the county event twice and
finishing as sunner-up ance. [n OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile run and finished third in the 88O-
yard run as 4 senior; and captured the two-nule run as both a suphomore anel jumor

Smith gamered All-Eastern District and All-Valley laurels three mes in trick

In the two spors 2 Manins Ferry. Smith was part of four undefeated 1eams, three sectonal and distrigt

wgy hung u& the Big Red sneakers. He was g firstieam All-Valley Big Schiool honoree is soph
of seasoas, He exploded in his sentor campaign fora 2 ,ZJxr game average .

was a sixth-round draft choice of the New York Mets an '\ﬁm three years in the Mets” farm system,
rginia followed by a stap in Pompane (Fla s and Memphis He had 13 wins in ene season and fanned
¢ game

championship weams, one QVAC championship teim and three OVAC runiner-up teams
Sminh was also a Jeng-lime competitor in most area road races. including several years as the top kocal
runner in the Elby s Dixtnce Race inow the Ogden 20K Classict




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Wendy Baker (athktc - 1950x)

Wendy Baker (East Liverpoot High Schinil, Class ol 19r93. A Lt port staiedowt for
the Lady Pouers, ¢xeelling in both basketball and softbill.

On the court, she win 2 fouryear varsity performies. becoming the firt player in
schuol histry i wxeeed FOO0 carger points. Bnishing with 1127 allies. A 2 ~enior,
she averaged 215 powts per pame Baker sl excelled defensively, positng 290 career
steils ingluchiyg: A% A Nenior

A iusenior, she was iecond team all-Ohies Divisaon | selection s he was selecied «
play m the VicDonahd's ALStar CTissic in Columbus, $he was abho OVAC Class 4-A.
District 3, Duvision Tand All-Cotumbiani County “Player of the Year™ She was il an
ANOVAC e Al-Lastern Disarict fiest 1eans choive s a1 Juniuz and an all-thatricy honorable
pick as g sophomuore,

On she diamand. Buker s carcer pitching sumbers included 49 vickatien ind 226 irikeouts and Ao-plus
bitting iverage, Her senitr seitwn numbers inchided a totiy 477 verage akong with some inspressive
piiching numbers — 19 victories. 117 strikeouts and i 054 ER AL She bited 483 as a Jutior with 32 RBI
amd had 109 pitching wins. registering 18 strikeouts and & 1,77 ERA. As a sophumere. she hit -

Batker™s sofibal? all-atar bamors included twomtinge: Al-Ohio 1inn war as 1 senior, second ek @ o
Juriery: and two-time AN-OVAC Cliss 4-A,

She atiended Wheeling College and played basketball fur two seasans. scoring K82 points and posting 182
sieuls during thar dme. St gained Tird team AWt Visginga Infercollegine Alkleie Conference b ER
A soghomers after gaining honorble mention as o freshmgn,

mention

Dennis Swearingen (athlere - 1950

Dennis Swearingen (Maruns Ferry High Schoal, Class of [982). He eamed 10
vansity letters 1 four spuns, making Ris biggest macks - footbal] and basketball.
En Tootball. e wis 2 three-year Tenerman as starting yuanerback/defensive L
A 1616 sards passing ind X904 yards rushing while leading the Purple Riders
tr o cembuned 214 record. diciuding o spotless 30 mark in his Sophomore season,
Fermy ™ et pertest record in 20 vears, On delense, he wis credited with 125 rackles
and Tad 11 piss mterceptions. He was 1 iwo-time fiest wem AP AlLOh Class AA
detensive back, earming secund l-star honors troan U boch veaes as well, He
aln gammgred (st eam ATOVAC Clise AAA, AlL-Eastem Distriet Class AA znd All
hunors v, Falliwing his senor seison, Swearingen wis named o
Cenennany Prep Al-American, an Upper Ohia Valles Dapper Das Club specal bunonee and i
(. rity All-Star Foutbal) Game
thall, Swearinzen wi it three-se
ey s squaed which pesied 3 20 i advanieed wiihw Ohue Class A& regsinal tina
in [ON2, Scoring 14.7 pints per gine serner, B was named 1ing weam AR-OVAC Clins AAL
All-District 12 3 Al-Valkey as well i second ream All-Easigrn Dhstnet {liss AA, Tle played
OVAC and Distriet 12 AIE-Siar Games. As a junior, § siringen averaged 159 pomts per g
e Fiest llr.un ACWVAC Class AAA and J\h-l)hlrl\.l 12, second tewn All-Eastem Districe Ct
i A Hes .

U 1 INREpeam career searer and b was ¢

T AT
rd

var bettenman in bascball. cirning All-OVAC Class AAA honoe

Swearingen went on o a stellar four-vear fuoball career at Obia University, praduating in 9%
uenmg Ll i the wp five on the Bobyas” all-tine passing Ikt in 10 calegones ithrough 2
seearkl i pass i i £57) aned season CR3): third i pass complenons Tor a wate 03
o {305 dn wgll s s for seanon {130 tourth in vards passing for a game (3351, sea

13267 s wellas pass ttempts (50 and completion 312 for a carcer. amd 1th in o

and
ing W (3.267).

Jeff Snedegar (Athiete - 19904

TEigh Schoul. Clss af 1995, He put up lony
rgridinon career, culministing in his sclectivn s the AP
i f of the Year and finshiog as runoer-up i the
M trd il g his senur seasin
61, 3, 210-pound four year legerman a quarterback and bnebacker for the
Mearrions. e ragked up 7000 yards utkemively ; tered 673 tackies an delenw
He alva camed ~second 1eany ANMOhw tollowing his saphimone and putinsr vears and
s three-ume All-Lastien District and AN-OVAC selection
Avasemor. he led ol e es bt and oaly OHSAA playeft appearance (the
Warrtues linshed with an 11-2 userall second, winoing tswu games betore ki i the
Division V state semidinals to Wellsalley, That vear, he passed Tor what win then i school recond [ .76 yards
while rushing fur LAZ1 yards for a combined wotal of 3390 yards, He participated in 212 defiensive stops as

ar Wi also u theee year letennan m basketbill the didn't play as a Jumior), Jioshing tourth on
all-tmne scaring st with 839 pois and third in career rebonnding with 561 Lk averaged 6 |
PORNIS PET M as 0 semior, visrning special mention AP A-Ohto s well as fing team All-Easiers District
and AlL-OQVAC,

The 2000 Byckeye Traal Hall of Fame inductee went on o a skelbr cireer a the Converaty of Kenwks
LIRS, carming four Jeters vutsade finebacker A a freshmare, e had 42 tickles, started three smnes
and was camied ehe valstanding spectal wams” plaser and he Tollowyd thyl o with 97 tackles as i sopho-
more. Snedvgar had 63 lackles and foyr ks ais 2 gunior, helping Kettucky s an Outback Bow) besth where
he recerded T) tackdes ina loss e Penn State Lniversity, Bnhis final year at UK. he had 84 tack ke four ~acks
wnd twainiereeptians. earming hem defensive MVP hiors e wis o
sy wrnd v mimed e the Atl-Amgrcan Firm Foothall Team by Su

sy wan sipned by the Mianu Daolphins of the NFL in 2000 3

Bill West (atete - 19905

Hilty West (Buchere Lovil 1igh Sebool, Class of 1993} He made his Bigges|
impact on the foutball field. caming Al-Ohio honors three times. including wive as
lirst ceam sefechon.

st alse wa i chree-time ADLOVAC selection (1990, "8 and “92) i i threg-time
AllEastern Distagt pick (liest tesem i 92 armd seeond leam in 90 He abo par-
teipated inthe Rudy Muniley QVAC Charity All-Str Foolbal? Classic following his
SCITHIT weison

Alier stareimg as st freshman e Buckese Norh, where he rused for 500 sards despite
g twosplus games due w injury, be pul up some ultra-impressive numbers at the
newlv-consotidated Buckeye Local Sehoal,

He tinshed with w hat still stnds as i sehonl-revord 4 658 yards, inchading singleseisan el
yatrds as asertior: He alse had 1.7 149 yands as a junior and 1493 a8 0 sophotire, He sl iwns sis
seven idividual game rushing revords at Buckeye Local. headed by 2 whopping )
Martins Ferry in T9H (second all-tin )

Wt weored 332 poants on the gridieon, ingluding 152 in his final season

Dtz s thires sears with the Punthers, the wam compiled 2 25-3 combioed revord (9-2 in 15

Y and -1 an 1925 ntakiog the playorts wiee and wamowly missing on it third
West abue lenered tige sewrs in drack and twn it hasketball for the Panshers
iy i al the University of Piesburgh, starting for throe years and gums
Lt “Offensive Player ol the Year™ honors as it suphomore { 1994) afier replacing All-Ameng
Cartis Martin i zame twa and rushing Tor 1258 vards, find on be all-time smgte-season rush
Iniber wnioca, o W Jinished v the schonl™s founh all-time Jeading rusher with 2,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Donna Joseph (0vAC *Famity)

Douna foseph (Shadyside igh Schoul, Class af 19691, A leader in the OVAC
trach and eross couniny communily Tor tree decades, she alse coached girls track angd
b and girks cress couniny al alima mater Shindy sige igh School from 198398,

A registered trick e crss couners alticial for 30 years, she ~tumed warking Cal
Gillin OVAC Track Myets 1o the carly 19705 amd continges 1o serve as director of
the Class A<AA miedt, a position she stuned in the mid-19%0s .

She currently i chairperson of the OVAC Track Committee with user 15 yeurs on
the board and i co-chairperson wf the OVAC Cross Couninye Commitiee with over
20 years u servce with the group

A recipient, slong with husband Buteh Joseph. of the Cal Gettin OVAC Triwk Senvive Aware
has been active with the Ohio Asswtation of Track and Cross Coumey Conches.,

She is preseatly the seeretiry and mwmbership chairperson of the OAT&CCC and serv
Executive Board of the stutewidy organization. Donia and Buieh handle the reginration for |
Iawh climg attended by an estnuned 1) coche

Shoserved i Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet af Champions when Ohio hosted the evei
Weslexan Callege and alse served i Ghin asich when the meet was contested 1n Indiarapeilis
Jonephs were awanded the Fd Barher Award this year Trem the QAT&CCC

Besides seach and cross country, Donna adso bis served on the committees amd worked the sn
Mamley OVAC Bisketball All-Star games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Faotball All-Star L
ahar iaisied with the OVAC Volleybal! Touraments and tesm stndings. The (96 Shady~
gradduige carned herdegree from Ohie State University i 1965 and her master's degreein 1953t
University, She was 3 mathensiatics istnigtar ot Shads side from 196598

Nick Bedway (vedia)

Niek Hedway (Wheeling Cemral High Schosl, Chie of 19581 One of the aren™ hiost
2 it SPUpET SR primialings Jor Gve sdecades. e Bas been on the wete Tor
e [4d)

Aierstending West Libery Stine College s one e
s 3 vy buy 1 1964, Later that 3
Budway joued the News Regiser
Spants Editor an 197% . Bud
Spors Editor o The Tuell
2003 Ele autharel daily
wrote coluinn o i
teen, The OVAC
Mumiley All-S
fountln

¢ Joined 1he Wheeling News Rezisier
Tl e s portsseriter, oy 1967,
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Sam Andy (Coaches)

fy (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938}, The winmngest coach in Ohio Valley
boys™ baketball history with 611 wins over a 39-year career. Andy surpassed a
y charter OVAC Hall of Fame wductee Richand L. "Dick”™ Puxts

ead coaching: career inchaded two seasuns at Frazeysbung (0.4 High Schoal |1963-

1 years at Wheeling High Schoel {1969-19761 and the last 30 years at Wheeling

ehool 11976-3006).

Wl)-time for victories in West Virginia s big school class, Andy's teams won three
stale championships (1976 at Wheeling High. 1980 aml 1995 at Wheeling Park).

ate final was one of the memorable charpionship games in W.Va. boys’ basketball

andy™s Patriots defeated Beckley Woodrow Widson 99-96 n a triple-overtime mas-

saed une ther Pairiot squad finish as the state minner-up (97) and foor semitinalist teams {1988, 1990,
200). Andy coached in 922 games and his clubs experienced only three losing seasons Under his direction,,
digh and Wheeling Park qualified for an OVAC record 20 stite loumaments. Le 37 years al the twa Ohio
wrls, Andy produced 31 sectional jonship teatns. 28 Region One titlists and six Ohio Valley Athletic
division pennant winpers

fiost of his career, the Wheeling Wildeats and Park Putrists dominated their fivals in the conference, win
vent of their games againt OVAC opponents. They alio annually played a schedule thit inciuded many of
setball powers in Lhe state. Andy coached four West Virginia Player of the Year standouts aml had 11 play-
llege scholarshigs, including several Division [ stalwarts.

was hanored as the OVAC Coach of the Year {1976 and (9955, In 2004, he was sefected as the Upper Obia
per Dant Clubs Co-Mim vl the Year along with Monroe Central Coach Jay Circostar. In 2007 he was the
the Earl Habefield Coaches’ Award presented by the commitee directing the annual Samuel A. Murley
iketball Classic. A 1958 geaduate of Wheeling High Schoul, Andy gradunted from West Liberty Swte
1963. He was a basketball starter and letterman at both schools.

Bill Hinegardner (Coaches)

Bill Hinegardner {Meadow Bridge High School, Class of 1960). Referred 10 by the late Bill
Van Home as W Vi, Weestling's “Man of Charagter,” Hincgardner secesved fus bachelor's degree
from Conicued College in 1963 and master s degree frum West Vieginia Universiny in (968, The
former Conoved basketbal] and baseball plaver entered the Marshall County School System as a
mathernatics teacher in the 1964-65 schaol year, He served as an assistant coach in wrestling and
Foutball a1 Moundsvalle High for duee years before taking over the head wrestling position when
he consolidated John Marshall High School opened it dours al the outset of the | 968-69 selxwl
year, Duning his 14 vears as head coach, the Munarch program becime one of the most sticcess-
Tul in the OVAC and also it the state of West Virginia. Hinegardner's teams woa four W Va Class
AAA championships {1972, 1973, 1974 and 1979). The Monarchs were abso runness-up four
time~ and finished lower than sixth place oaly once in the W, Va. State Tournament, The Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling
Tourmament saw Hinegardner s Johut Manhall powerhouses lake the everall team Litle four tmes {1972.°73. 74, 7T and
finish second Fve limes. The Monarchs alwo eamed tive OVAC Class 4- A titles and emernged as Class 3-A Dual Meel win
pers five fimes, From December of 1971 through December of 1976, Hinegandner's wrestlers went throwgh 41 strayght
dunl matches without a defear His overall dual meet record was 133-29.1, Hinegardner™s program produced 20 individ-
ual state champions. i 1996, he was 2 member of the late Mike Linsky's staff chat led John Marstall t the W, Va. Class
AAA, Foolball fitle. He served as Prexidens or Director of the W Va, Wrestling Canches Assow.. the Region One Coaches
Association: Marshall County Coaches Association: Co-Director of the QVAC and W. Va. Stte Toumaments. Executive
Board Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrestling. His awards inctude Natonal Wrestling Hall of Fatne
Lafetime Service in Wrestling Award (2004); National High Schuool Couches Association District 3 Coach of the Year
£197R); OVAC Coach of the Year { 1974); W, Va Wrestling Couch of the Yeur (three times); Upper Ohio Valley Dupper
Dan Achievement Awards (two times): Me. Mat Award for costtribitions 1o the sport of wrestling in the QVAC (1984
Upper Ohia Valiey Dupper Dan Carl R_Hamill Award {2000): Moundsville Area Junior Chinnber of Commerce Jim Edge
Award (1977 given for owstanding work in religious and youth activities: and the John Marshall High School Wall of
Fame (First Class, 2005). ARter retiring from Marshall County in 1999, Bill went to work for the Switzerland of Ohio
Sehool District w1 River High as a Guidanee Counselor until be retired in 20,

Joe Fortunato (Athlete - 1940s)

<unate (Minge High School, Class of 1948). A nine-ume lenerwinner in
ts a1 Mingo (fooeball, basketball and basebalh, he was an All-Chie Valley
“onference pertormer as a footbatl and basketball player,

w enrotled at Virginaa Military Insti but It M pp State
Keydets™ head suach Slick Mortun aceepted the b with the Bulldogs. At
si State, Forunae became an All-Southeastern Conference fullTback-line-

wrable mention All-America perfurmer led Missivsippi State in nwshing and
1e high of 169 yanls wgainst North Texas State.

he of his eollegiate career oceurred when the Bulldogs defeated national champion Tennessee 7-
sers’ Coach General Tom Neyland praised Forunato afier the game by calling him onc uf the
layers his teams at Tennessée hixt ever faced

10 was drafted in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, but played one season in the Cunadlian
sfore sigmng with the Narional Football League team.

«ed at linebacker for 12 seusons { 1955-1966) with the “Monsters of the Midway™ and was named
All-Pro three timex along with being selected for the Pro Bowt on five oecasions The defensive
the Bears was also captain of the last Pro Bowl tcam couched by the legendary Vince Lombardi

i playing carcer. Fortunate spemt two seasons on the Bears' staff, coaching the linebackers one
hen serving as defemsive coonlinator the next year,

stovalso is the only Ohio Valley athlete so be selected to the National ltalias American Spons Hall
He was the Yeading vote-gerter in The Intelligencer’s 1970 All-Time Ohio Valley Tearn. which
tek by a vvie of the arca sports fans.

wto w0 is & member of the Upper Ohin Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Don Fleming (athlete - 19505)

Don Fleming iShadyssde High School, Class of 19551, The rwo-time All-Chio Valley
Athletic Conference first team lononee i fuolball . Fleming was captain of the Tigers” unde
feated vonterence champions in 1934, He also played center for the Shadyside squad that wan
a1 OVAC division tifle 1 basketball, This versnzile athlete played in the Ohio East-West All-
Star bivebull pame held n Columbus and perfoaned o the Chi-West Vinunia All-Star
Foatball Game held durig the swmmer of 1935 at Wheeling Island Stadm. Fleming went an
i the University of Florida en a football scholaribip. He wis 3 three-year starter and 2 two-
way end performer for the Gators. He was elected ¢aptain of the 1958 team that played in the
Gator Bowi and was a member of the All-Southeastem Conference ream that same year. He
was drufted by the Chicagoe Cardinals of the Nationai Foatball League and the Boston Patnots
of the American Fouball League. However, Fleming elevied s remain in college tw complete work on fux degree and
play baseball, As a senior. Fleming als was chosen captain of the Flunda baseball tear that won the SEC champi
onstup and eamed a berth == the NCAA roumamnent. In the sprng of 1939 Fleming earmed 2 degree a5 a constructios
engineer. When Baul Brown, owner-coach of the Cleveland Browns, traded (or Flenung’s NFL nghis. Fleming,
bypassed signityg with the baseball Baltimore Orivles and decided to play professional foutball. Despte never having
played defensive back, he started ax a ruokie with the Browns at safery and made the NFL, All-Rookie team in 1960,
Afler his Lhind season with the Browas. Fleming was named t the AlL-NFL first team. In that off-scason, wlile work-
ing o a cunstruction b building al a bank in Flonda, Fleming was killed i an electncal accident. Bom June LI,
1937, Fleming was just 23 years old a1 the time of his passing. Despite havizyg played just three seasnas with the
Browns. he had such an impact on the franchise thu they named their practice field. Flemisg Fiedd. in his honer and
setired Ni. 46, whick was his number. The University of Florida named its intramural ficld, Pleriny Field. and the
Flonda Alumni Association estiblisked an awand in his name that is given annuatly to the senaor an any spor
exemplifying the best leadership qualities, He also was selected for induction tnto the University of Flonda's Hall of
Fame and is a member of the State of Fomda's Athletic Hall of Fame. Shadyside High School retired Tux nismber (591
and namex! its athletic cemnplex Fleming Field.

John Reger (athlete - 19505)

eger {Linsty High ScEumd, Class of 19505, This #ll-OVAC honoree i= football
thall was inducted into the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1993,

footbull achievements were remarkable considering that he was less than séx-
1d weaghed just 125 pounds when he began competing as a high school athletc.
1 mure imponant atributes such as a huge, competitive heart and the determi-
1 youth twicg his size He played Fullback andd linebacker ar Linsly and captained
Zader syuad that lost just one game o Triadetphua (20-19) in what was regand
nost memorable high school foutball contest played during that ¢ra at Wheeling
diwrm.
vent un w Lhe University uf Pittsburgh on a faotball scholarship and his freshman team in 1950 went
d. Afier just three varsity games the following year. his collegiate career was ended by a knee injury.
“ling native retumed home and was working in a gasoline station when his former high school coach,
armanged a tryout for him with the Pinsburgh Sicelens even though be had not played foctball in three
playing the sume grit and determination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1995 seasun
the Steelers” stactetnyg dinebackers. Duning his aine seasons in Piusburgh. Reger eamed three Pro Bow|
«, He became captain of the Steelees defensive unit and was voted as the team’s MVP during the 1959
cger played in his finst Pro Bowl in 1960 and made two more appearances in 1961 and 1962
amed o life-threatening amd near career-ending injury during his final season n Pitsburgh during a
inst the Eagles a1 Franklin Field in Philadelphia. Reger was hit i the head and had a spasm in his throat
ff air. Fortunaely. the ambul they sent for included uxygen and he was revived. Following that
+ incident. every team in the NFL was required to have uxygen on the sidelines
vas placedl on waivers by the Steelers prior 1 the siart of the regulie season in 1964 and he was picked
Washington Redskins, for whom he played thee aore years before retiving. Qverall, he played 12 sea
e NFL

Bob Kelley (athlete - 1960s)

Bob Kelley (Weir High School, Class of 1961). Kelley made the most of his gifted
andl speedy legs o carve his niche into the Weir High and OVAC record buoks in two
sports, He was a star both on she grdiron and the tmck cinders for the Red Riders.

Kelley — coached by the legendary Jim Carcy — nushed for 2734} yards and 42
career lauchdowns, Kelley led Weir 1o a 10-1 season and the West Virginia state
championship in 196(1. He paincd | 259 yards that year with 22 touchdowns.

I the 400 rout of Nitro in the state championship game, Kelley was 2 one-man
wrecking crew. He tallicd four TDw and passed for a titth.

Kelley was alse @ lwo-way starter as a junior Tor the Red Riders. He was Lhe second
underclassmen in state history to receive the Kennedy Award (1939), bestowed cach year on the slale's
premuer prep football player, and the fiest winner from the OVAC. The first-team all-West Virginia and all-
OVAC hunwree captured the Wigwam and Schelastic Magazine All-American honors as the Red Riders were
ranked [Lth nationally, He played ie the OVAC All-Star Game and left with Most Valuable Plaver accelades.

Kelley also made his mark in track his senior season, He established 1 Steel Valley League record of 995
seconds for the LO0-yard dash and an OVAC meet standard of 10.1 scconds 4t the same distance.

He was vated most valuable pecfummer at the OVAC meet where be won three goeld medals and one silver.
He went on to win four regional track titles and four more medals in the state meet, including second plave in
the 19X)-yard dash

After graduation from Weir, Kelley matnculated 1o Cameron Jusior College in Oklahoma. He led the Aggies
to the JUCO champronship, beaung Bakenstield. 28-20. in a game played in the Rose Bowl, Kelley led
Camercn with 712 yards on the season, caming first-team all-Oklshoema Conference team hoswors. He was also
hooored oo the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All-American team as a first-team halfback.

He later aitended OKlahoma State and Colorade. but wis sidelined due to injurics.

tobert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (athlete - 1960s)

‘8o McConnaughy Wheeling Central High Schoot, Class of 1966). He was a
phenom for the Maroun Kraghts in dve mid 1960s, staring in basketball and base-

mayghy was a four-year letierman in btk sports. gaining firs-team all-seate hon-

eball 25 o senior. That same year e gamered sccond-team all-West Virginia lau-

oops after helping kad the Maroon Knights to the West Virgima Catkolie

e title:

ball, McConnaughy is considered ane of the best shortstops the Ohio Valley prep
ever produced. He went on to star a0 West Liberty Stte Cullege m both sports.

3. MeConnaughy was named first-team - WVIAC as 2 shedsiap and shonly
signed o professional contract with the Baltimore Orioles. A year previausly, he was drfied by the

i Reds in the 24th round, five rounds ahead of Ken Griffey. St

ni three years in the Ovioles” farm sysiem before returning bome and starning for the Warwoud Reds of

Valley Bascball League

+ 1 secand-team afl-conference selection us a senior for the Hilltoppers™ hoop team

maughy has mainiined hs relationship wath West Libeny fiushing up his 25th year at the Hillkogpers™

wim

accumulated more than 500 wins af Bis alma maner 1o go with five conterence crowns amd 4 berth in the

1A Wurld Senes. McConnaughy led the Black & Gold 1o their first-ever NCAA Regional Playofis in

wnaaghy wis ¢hected weshe West Liberty State Cullege Hall of Fame in 1988 He has been namied WVIAC
+The-Year ¢ four occasions.

\tion W baseball. he has evached football, track and men’s and women's basketball at West Libenty. He s
in chame of the WLSC Inramurals Program.

Gene Cattane (Athlete - 1970s)

Gene Cattane 15¢, Clairsville High Schuol, Class of 19771, Catne put together an impres-
sive four-year career on the diamond s a shorstop and pitcher for the Red Devils.

Sume %) years later. he still ranks in Ohso's top 10 in two statistical categuries — No. 4 on
the all-time career hit list with 172 and No. 7 in RBL with 145, [n 104 vamsity games, Cattane s
career sumbers alse included a batting average of 431 with |27 runs scored, 29 home runs.
13 triples and 25 doubles As a pitcher. he compiled a 1417 cureer record.

He was a four-time all-Valley selection (second team as a freshman and fiest team the next
three yeurs, including serving as caprain as 2 sentor) and he was selected to partivipate in four
Eastern Ohio Baseball League All-Star Games. Carane was alsa tabbed for the Ohio All-Star
Senes tn Columbus, equivilent w guning all-state honors at that lime.

As 7 senior, Cattane helped the Red Devils to the OVAC Class 3-A champicaship and a 23.9 averall record. He
batted 478 ififth in the valley} with valley-leading totals of 54 hits, 10 home runs. 38 RBI and 35 runs seored. He
also had Four triples, six doubles nd 16 stolen bases. On the mound, he was 6-2 witha LTI ER A in 52.2 inmngs,
striking out 71 while walking 27 and allowing 31 hits, Carune’s junice aumibers included a 455 average (fifth in the
OVAC) with valley bexts in home runs 181 and RBI 136} along wich 40 hits, five doubles, three triples and 26 runs
scored, As a sophumare, he bit 339 with valley highs in home runs (%) axd RBI ($6) along with 38 hits. four dou-
bles. three triples amd 32 1urs scored. His freshman totals included a 449 average ourth in the OVAC) and valley
leading marks 1n hits 1405 and runs scored (341 alorg with (10 doubles, three triples. two home runs and 25 RBI

In addition to his igh school exploits. Cartane was alse 3 standout American Legion player. He was aamed Ohio
Amerivan Legion Player of the Year in 1976 after leading Maynard Post 666 1o a stale runner-up firnwsh with a 28-7
recard. batting 350 fur the season includisy 433 in seven tournament gumes. He also played for more than 1(} years
with Maynard of the Ohic Valley Baseball League amd was 2 perennual all-star.

Cattante, inducted imo the 8¢, C. Hal} ol Fame 1 2006. died in a coal mining aceident on Sept, 10, 1990 ut the aye
of 3.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John Leon (amiete - 19705)

Joltn Leon (Brooke High School, Class of 13930, This Brein <tarred in ihree ports,
etching his nzeme inte the OVAC ammals i ome of the premivr fouthall lmemen and track
weighimen ever e compete in the conlerence

Leon — whir was also s standoul grappler at Brooke
the powerful Brumns, eami myriid o all-star accoliades . incid
Hunt Award. going ts the Lineman of the Year in West Viginia. mah
OVAC winner of the prestigious henor,

Leon led Brooke o0 41 seuwwin en reeste 10 the OVAC chamspronship m b junior
vampaign belore camuag all-conterence and all-<ate Laeels as o semar The powertul
Leen played i i 1976 OVAC All-Star zame, captaming the Mounineers ln viclusy

He wis just o impressive i track circles, rewriting the OVAC secord beoks in the shor put il discus., In
the 1976 sl meel. Leon lunched the won ball 390 breaking the W, Va, standard by sime two teet, The
recond lasted twvo years betore bemg eclipsed by futuee Qlympran Randy Bames Leon won three stie thnm
ing titdes, twn in the shotpul and ome i the diseis

Lenn was i a force on the mals, compiling a 45-6 nsack as 2 Jumor and senior heavyweight

Upon grduation from Brooke, Lean sccepied & Toothill schol: rhip e Notre Dane. He win o three-year
leterman for the Fighting lesh as 2 guard. The Erivh won two Colton Bowls and one Cator 8wt during his
vareer at South Bend. After graduating zom Notre Dame, he reeeived his MIY degree from West Virginia
Liniversity i [454

He b been a rmadivloged for 20 vears He 1 the cument president of Radiolugival Physicnins Associates,
He i piast president of the West Virginia Ridiological Soceely. pst president of the Marion Couney Mudwa)
Suciety as well av past president ol the Fairmunt Freld Club.

o and his wite Marcy have been married for 22 vears. They have four children: Fohnny, Canndle, Evisbella
i Joseph

wigs o (wieway line star for
the {975 Ken
Leon the Tirst

Jennifer Hyland Brown (athicte - 19804

Sdenwifer Hiyland Brows (R
i o pieis track. hi
vamy N a sprisiter

Infour years i OVAC Champienship meets. Hs land scored aowhopping 126 points s
River won two Clhiss 220 zeam tithes ¢ 1953 and %63 and Tlinished i fuBher-up twvice
LIS andd "85 During her Mresbrian., sophomere and jumior sears, she won the 100, 200
and 0miviers amd wis on the w 1600-meter relay (eam. White as it senior, she
angl was second in the 100 and 2050,

124 sate mvet competinon. Hy nd was the 400-meter munner-up as o freshman in 1953
first s the 08, second i the 100 and third in the 200 ax a sophomore in 1953 her 23 paints singl
gase River i thind plisce Beish i the stater; Grst m the 00 a8 2 junior in 1943; and find in the
stute-recond time of 35,68, ang on the sixik plice T600-meter refay lean as 31 senior in 1456

Hyland alsa sparkled m Ohio Nadley Track League (OVTL) Championship meets for the |
winmng andd 00 all four vears while laking the 100 the Kist thiee,

High School Cliss ol 19863, She ranks amuoag the all-
seelled al the conference. leagtee and site levels of

She s the tep worer as
Qo e wp w 1 unior by winning the

cvents fsheludm,
2KE

She was wlected AILOh in the H00-meters adl four years by the Ohin Association of 1
Coumny Coaches, She win also an ALDsrict and All-Valiey hanoree in multiple evenis. In 1953, |
amed honueable mentédn High School AR-Amenea and in 1986, she was invited o participate in 1t
Meetof Champuns in la wvent show he best semor athletes trom Ohio, ladia

A member of the Biver High Sckoo? Wall of e, she resvived 2 sebolarhip o mn rack a1 Wy
iy where she competed for one seawn

et record i the 2000 sod seoring the same “Irpke” as it semior fbettering her

Anthony Reed athiete - 1980

Authony Reed (WheeTing Pack High Schuol. Class of 19893 Reed letea lasting mark
on the athletic seene both Tur the Patriors and the OVAC, evident when he became the
first persor mducied i the Wheelng Park Sponis Hzll of Fame in 1997 for his
exploits in basketball and trmck

Onihe baskeball coun. Reed was o twa-ime et eam AW Va, Clins AAA seleg
Don. serviog ds eaptnn s gunes e wis o two-nme USA Todiy WV Player of the
Year and the Gitorade State Player ul the Yo Usensor He adse gomed e team All-
OVAC and All-Valles accalades twice and i i trecaptain on The Intelligeseer s all-
devide team uf the 195,

The 64 wing sooned E2W) poinls m tw st ncluding what il ~tinds as o
swehuolrecond 63 points 28 9 perpiee average Has asenior [l averiged 203 rebounds ez garme thal year
and b sel whist Thett an OVAC-record 85 three-pomt goals as asenior, As aumor. Reed wis wetecled
e the Wit Virzia Cliss AAA All-Tournament eam

Inirack . the G a3 skellar perfiermer in the fgh jump. hurdles and selays

A two-time Yot Vi s AAA sTale champin o the high jump incleding a mect-record 6 1L 9 in
effert, he also set what wins then a vatley-record witha 6 fU 1 in leap, Reed placed second in the 1it-meter
high huzdles at the stale meet (1465 sevomds i wis on staie championship relay teams W help Park finsh
a chise second m the Cliss AAA Nte meel in 1959

The Park presduct alsu mide his presency telt i the enlleginte level, starting and lecening Tor three vears
Clevelamd Stale Unrversity. Fie seored 1090 points cmnking hin 10U on The alt-Lime €51 s vz fal i the
nmet av 156 puints per game as a seoe e earn second team Al-Mid Continent Conterende accn
lades. Ax a junior, he averigzed 13,2 points per game and recened the Paol Stewan Award presenkad o the
pleyer whase unsung contributions did the most %o further the ~ticcess al the team. Reed alwe wan the Migl
Cuntinent Conterence high jomp champivnship as a janior,

Chris Enochs (Athicte - t9906)

Cheis Fuaoctes 1Oak Glen High School. Class of 1984) Enachs eseefled in sheee ety

Jose Davis (athicte - 19905)

Jawe Baris (Bellaire High Schoal, Clins of 1960 Davis put topether sume eye-popping
nupibers in hith foa and hasketball, earuag him AB-Okiv recognition i both sports
during his stellar caneer

On the priadiron. Dis s wis i three-year starter yuarterbick. keinding his lean 1o record
o MBS A enion, e led the Big Reds o atard siught OVAC Class 30A champuonship
first undeleated regulur weasoo and firt-ever OHSAA playol! appearance [ Belluire
advanced wtae Division 1Y state champivnsh w 5044 double-OT thaller ua

fewr BHe tinished the season S0 yank aed 32 TDs while
£ ither (8 scotes Anhing. Daves vamed All-Ohin Divssion (3 Olfensave Plaer of
the Year lemurs and was munner-up Lo the prestizious Me Toatball awand ws o senior He
il reversed fint eam Al Lasterny Distact. AILOVAC Class 3-A 2 Al Aalle b swhoot accobisdes o
vecisim. The talented signal-caller set BHS career records Tor most yards ed 178 puss atter
pass completions 14551, hizzhest completion perventige 155.7), passang yands i6.768) and T1) Passes (6l

Ot the hardword. Davis started and lettesed Tour yeurs, fack g up | A37 points. 479 rebaunds, 167
[0 steabs tall zankey inthe top fve on the BUS carcer lis, His all-str scvolades w0 basketball meludec
AN-Ohwr Division H1.AD-Eastemn Disiner AILOVAC Cliss 20A and All-valley big sctoal. Fle was o
Gurd weanm Al Americ wnior

Alser i three- Tettermun in bisclall at Belleree. Diois continued his career a1 Kent §
ear ~tart and letterman Tor the Golden Flashes i football. be put up equally. impressi
e revond or must pass atiempts 139), completions {341 and T13 passes (71 ~ng

i, Mt 365K pore completions {1940, pissing yards {2.707) a0l TD p.
TR E passing vards 16,722 and TD passes §32). He had a Mid
e Central Flonda and when fie lefit KSU. he runk

e Lniversic

peg Blue Bombers of the Canadian Football Leigue in 2000
» Vatley Greyhounds of the National Todoor Football League in 2002, Jeadlityg the team ko the |
Jor 166X yardy and 37 TDw and eaming championship game MVP honers: Tur the [ndiama 17
uethall Lea in 2003, the Cotorado Crush i 20K and 2005: wnd the CGrand Rapids Rampiy

lor the Golden Bears, but it win buseball whene he would mike his b £ imp

Enchs™ senior swason diamaond exploits eamed him fir eant all-Wes ryi
A aceulades aml he was named the *Player of the Year” by both Gatirude and 'S
m selevted as the runne for that honor by the W\ Sportawrity
nt feum all-ONAC Class 3-A tint eamer and "Plaser of the
Valley fint teamer and “big whonl” captain Jnochs fed the ey with 17 Bome s and
42 RBI whilee batting 352 His pitching Wlals inclided a e recondand 2 ©.22 R A with

i sirikeauls and 26 walks in &% imnnings. He pitched 2 perfoct pame Tor Oak Glen againal
Toromte

On the busketball court. Enchs wis it team all-ONVAC and aii Aie
Virgana Cliss AA chowe He averaged 192 points amd 13.2 zebounds pe
with 1047 pinais

On the fomball ticld, Eoochs earmed Fine team al-West Vg Cliss A o 2 Yuarie
Glen e il lint-ever WYSSAC playolf uppearance, Al
beid thr valley with §729 passing yards.

Drarted by the Cleveland Indians in 14994, Linchs opted for it schol
bevume the Bip East “Pitcher of the Year™, first teans Al it Reeoo
= Bisebal® Amenca, The Sporting News and the Nq
MAP he was £2-0 on the m
Villanova. As 4 Junior he w

an hunorsibhe menon all-West
s and Hinished his career

ok afler leading Ok
A eam al-OVAC Class 3o and ali-Ny =y pich_ he

archap o West Viegina Unineraty where he
J sevond eam AS-Amerivin pick
tonal Collegrate Basehall Writers. Named tee |
ind with & 3030 ER.A. and Nik lete grames. inciudisg i no-hitter
naimted the Big Fast Tovrnament™ MV P and Owstanding Pitches Enochs
wine, including 14 csmplete games. m his tiree vear Mountaneer career
Fullimmg 3 he became e highest dralted player in OVAC Bstors selegted No. 18 in the firt
fatnd by che Qukland Athletics in 197 The -3, 225 potind right-hander with i Y3-mi il plaed
e seisons 1 e minsr leagues, the Tist seven in the Qakland « #atton and then one sear cach for Houston
and Prisburzh. He pitched 25 pames with & 4552 pe ER.A ponting 641 striheouls while
member of the Chiss AAA Pavilic Count League chaspron Sacrimento Riverat- ansl
n Winter L ‘hamprots Ponce Lanes
wha alse played for Team USA. g i ~alver medal at the 20T World Cup i T

OVAC Museum Seeks
Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. the nation's I
high school conference with 52 member schools. has ¢
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia fro
member schools — past and present — and is currently
ing additional display items. Each school will have a di
case for its trophies. photographs and other items to shov
its athletic history. For more information. call the OVAC ¢
at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer conc

Class

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Bob Hedmond ovac ‘Faminy)

Kobert I, “Bob® Hedmord (]2 e Highh Schewal, Class i 19453 [ e bl ot s
s, Hedmannl was vty bettensn i kothall, track. el a? bisketialt. He won the
it ed il K OVAC Clranty Al St Buotball Ganie m wineh be sustained

C o ¢
Alter spending

I m e militany., Hechmuomxl enrolkal at Sheplhend Collepe where lie
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e betore grnluating w1954

T il Efedumml met with sueeess at cvery sk, He was especially @
phyte procfams o rebailding teans thar teecked 4 spark. He cone
wresthing ol sevezal whods. clihing Oxon Hill 34
Heslinond stasted e progean of Oswon Hill 5
a5 31 He by
J964 i led they B
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[LTiETRY]
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v
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premishpr. Hecinnmd ook 0 Sieubenvitfe s 193] and dirceie! the
s ool an TE L recond and gialilied tor By Red's Dot twao P s
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Tl i 37 zevond The tallusng . ey rebousded o tinsdual 7 3 Overall, s fecond
wars k2T 5 Daring D o as track conch with thee Potters. Tis teanes weat thrwph sei snaighe

'y
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o ative. o long tnme member o the OVAC Foundaton

F he directod g OVAC Wrestling Toungment. Hedmsond seeved e Athle
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ol Awand fram Dapper Din, Betore fis et Hedumnd was aklacied e te Obns Athletze Adini




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

James ‘Jimmy’ Stewart (Media)

. timmy” Stewart {Triadeipha High School, Class of 1918), Stewan devol-
half-century 10 the newspaper profession, serving with great distinction.
1 hus career associated with the Wheeling News and The Register, which then
ale newspapers, Stewar was sports editor of the now-defunct Wheeling
‘tom 1921 through 1929 and later became the sports editar of the News.
+ eventually concluded his long caneer as the associate sports edilor of the N-
worked alongside fellow Hall of Famer Bull Van Home
sy years of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater fnend than
ewart, this according (0 Van Home himself. Beginenng in 1943, Stewart kept
standings on fowbal) and bavkeiball untél his retirement on December 3,
an also pamstakingly keps record buoks that proved invaluable to anyone interested i Ohio Valley
He also was cecognized as 2 walking encyelopedia on local athlelics. His bead was a storchouse
formation. What wasn'1 comenitied 10 his memery could be found n hix pocket-sized record books
pes which filled has desk and filing cabinet
1 in the early 19205, Stewart’s “Lookin® Em Over” column was one of the most widely-read
the area [n later yearx, he penned a golf column. “The 19th Hole,” which appeared in the news-
+ Sunday from the spring months into the fall, He also initiated 2 pupular Manday column vn arca
ports which he titled. “With the Colleges ™
also involved with the scheduting of basketball pames worked by members of the Ohio Valley
pproved Basketball Officials. His fove uf sandlol baseball was well known, as he almost meticu-
-red bappenings in the old Intelligencer and United Mine Workers baseball leagues
ian who never cast Bamsedf in the imelight durmg his career. Stewarl was honored with a special
& time of his retirement from an appreciative Ohio Vailey Athletic Conference. He also received an
spreciative from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club.

John Craig (Coaches)

John Craig (Follansbee High School. Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illusidious
26-year cireer as a head wresiling eoach, including 1wa seasons at Hillsboro (Ohio)
Hiﬁr School, L8 years al Steubenville Big Red and five years at Indian Creek High
School in Wintersville

While at Big Red. bis teams eamed six overafl championships in the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament. Steubenville also cuptured seven divisional lites, and finished
1n the top three a total of 13 times at the conference champuonship event. ‘Thiry -one of
his Big Red matmen eamed individual conference titles. He had K7 ualifiers tor the
Ohio state meet, five of whom eamed individual championshups, and 23 whe were state
plave-winners. His team finwshed in the top five at the Ohio state wourmament four times.
weluding a runner-up finish in 1988

Craig's 1989 squud finished the regular season ranked No. | in The Associated Press Division 11 wrestling
pull and placed third at the state toumament. His overall dual meet record was 201 -74-3 and he ¢oached his
Teams to 42 toumament championships. including nine disirict ttles. Four times. his teans twmed in unde-
feated dual meel records. Several af his former wrestlers wenl on to compete in college ut schouls such us
Oheo State, Purdue. Army, Navy and West Liberty. One of his protégés won a Bag 10 championship and oth-
ens were place-winners in the NCAA Division |, 11, 111 and NAJA national lourmaments.

Crag was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on five accasiom and was presenied the prestigious
“Mr, Mat Award" in 3002, He 14 1 metaber of the Ohio Wrestling Coaches and the West Liberty State Collegs
Athletic Halls of Fame. 1n 1989, he was selected as the East-Southcast Wresiling Coach of the Yeur and 1
Ohio Division 11 Cusch of the Year. Fur 21 years, Craig served as a wrestiing official un the youth. junior
high. high schowl, college and open levels. As a principal at Indian Creek. he was one of the founders of the
Buckeye 8 Athleuc League

As an athlete. Cratg wrestled m Follansbee High School and was a three-year letterman at West Liberty
where he eaened WVIAC championships theee times and twice was the MVP in the conference loumament
In 1972, Crmig was the runner-up in the NAIA oational meet. where he eamed All-Amencan honors

Robert ‘Bob’ Kettlewell (Coaches)

Hob" Kemlewelf iLinsly Military [nstitute, Class of 1047). During kis 20 years
coach at Wintersville High School (1956-75), Kettlewell's teams posted 1 143
d. the third-best winning perceniage in Ohio Valley history for cuaches with 100
as. His teams eamed ning league championships (four i the Big Eight and five
+). Wintersville won its fiest OVAC crown under Kentlewell an 1956, gt ils sec
% and then captured three in a row fram 1970 through 1972, which equaled a
previcusly by Bellaire and Martins Ferry
A1 had three umlelcated tears a1 Wintersville — 1957 1967 and 1972 — and
« that sustaied just one loss. From 1966 through ‘73, the Warrioss lent only 11 games, Under
5 direction. Wintersville scored in a record (40 straight games, ending with a soreless tie agains
a contest that saw the Gold Warriors enied what would have been 3 game-winning and steik-centin-
lown besause of a penalty.
the sams coached by this highly-regirded mentor wis Donnie Young. the Ohio Valley carecr rushing
er. Among the other numerous cullege athietic fuotball standouts tutored by Keitlewell were Ohio State
n Jack who played on an undefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes. and Roger Alford, the firse
n at West Vieginia University.
| also was a standout athlete while playing at Linsly Military Institute, He lettered in four sports and
ball at West Virgina Univensity, where be also lettered
“reek High Schools (formerly Wintersville Hight fooball Facility was cenamed “Bub Kettlewell
Stadium™ in his honor. In 1990, Bob was the fourth Ohia Valley couch inducted inta the Ohio Football
ssuciation Hall of Fame, He juined the Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1987.

William ‘Bill’ Thomas (Officials)

Wiltiam D. “Bitl" Thomas (Bellaire High School. Class of 1952), During a 48.year
carcer us a track official, Thumax served as the meet referee for nearly every major
championship 1n the Ohw Valley. The list includes the Martas Ferry und Shadyside
Relays; the St. Clairsville. Bamesville and Wheeling Park Invitionals: Cal Gitlin
Track Classic: various OVAC championship meets: West Virginia Regionals and the
Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and Distrigt meets.

He was a meet official for 10 OVAC schuols, includisg Bellaire, Barmesville
Cambridge. Juhn Marshall, Martins Perry, Shadyside , $kyvee., 51 Clairsville, Wheeling
Park and Union Local and Thomas alse worked as ¢ meel official at the Mansfickl
Relays (L5 vears): Bellaire Relays (48 years). Olo regional championships (11 years)
and the Ohio high schoul state mests for boys and girds (15 years). Thomas also served as meet director as
numernus Buckeye State district and regional cvents, along witk the OVAC Track Championships

He received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award For service (o track and feld in 1983: was honorary referes ut the
Bellaire Relays in 1996 and was honored again during the 50-year celebration of the famed Bellaire meet in
an04. The former Bellaire High athletic great is 2 member of the school’s Wall of Fame

Thoeas attend Mississippi State on a football scholarship and also lettered there an track his freshman year.
After two years with the Bulldogs. he entered the Ammy and served overseus before coming home and play
ing on the 1956 National Service fontball champivnship team, coached by Don Coryels. wha later coached
the San Diege Chargers. Thomas Anished his collepe career ut West Libenty Staie College where be lettered
in football and haseball. He also had a lony and successiul career in coaching. He spent five years as an assis-
tant ie. football and basketball at Bellaire High, After that tenure, he wen (o S1. Clairsville as head bascball
coach and an assistant in footbalt and basketball Bill later spent five years as head foutball coach at
Bamesville before becoming athletic director a1 Bellaire in 1973, He xerved as head coach at Union Logcat
from 1978 until 1981 when he retumed to Bellaire as a tcacher unil retiring in 1989,

Tom Keane (Athlete - 1940s)

rane (Linsly Military Institute. Class of 1944). The Belluire native was a
t standout for the Cadets and carned All-OVAC basketball und footbalil on the
1ons in 194334 He also was an AJlCity basketball selection, As a senur on
rd Cadet fooball team. the two-way back and punter returned a pass inler
% yards 1o score in an 8.6 win over Warwood.

Aled at Ohio State where he lenered as a freshman befure serving 20 months
L Navy

ischarge, he enrolled a1 West Virginia Universny and lettered in 1946 and
seing a rre letierman it boit OSLU and WV
vas a third round pick and 15th overal) Naticnal Foatball League Draft sefection by the Los Angeles
948, He played eight NFL seasons, and 87 games. as a defensive back-offensive end sncluding the
vith the Rams. In 1452, he played with the Dallas Texans befors two years with the Baltimore Colts
his career in 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was a two-lime All-Pro and played in the 1933
. ranked second in the NFL i pass interceptions twice, and played in three NFL championship
luding the 1951 Rams" titke tcam From 1948-52, both Keane bruthers competed in the NFL.

a long-time assistant coach in the NFL including Chicago Cardinals from 195759, Pittsburgh
was an original member of the Miami Dolphins” staff 16 1966 where he remained through 1985 as
backs and special leams coach, Ju 1962, he became the first head coach of the Wheeling lronmen
{ unti] joining the Steelers’ staff, The lronmen went 9-3 in 1962 before winning the United Football
le with a 12-1 recond m 1963_ In 1964, the Ironmen were 7-7.

Jied at age 74 1n 2001

Nick Mumley (Athlete - 19505)

Nick Mumley (Wheeling High School. Class of 1955). Ore of the most honored
three-sport athletes in the long history of Wheeling High, he starred in tooball, bas.
Setball and track. eaming three varsity lettens m cach.

He was fiest team ALLSiate in football as a two-way ¢md and he also received All-
OVAC and All-City accolades

In busketball, ke was first 1eam all-class ALl West Vieginia as 2 senior and was 3 (Wo-
ume All-OVAC and AL-City first team selection. He seored L5 3 points per gamie as 3
junior and 24.3 per outing as a scnior.

As a Wildcat senior in 1933, the 6-foot-6 center was the anchor of the final team coached by OVAC
Legends’ honuree Everen Brinkman which won its first 18 games before bowing in the regular season finale
at Bellgire. The OVAC litk-winning team won the sectional and mgional litles before bowing in the first
round of the state tourpamient to Mullens to finssh with u 22-2 record.

He also scored 30 points in a record-setting [46-110 victory over Weir High at Madison Gymnasium, a
game whach sct Ohio Valley and West Virginia marks {ur combined points in 2 game (256).

In rack. he won twu state one-cluss sho pul tigkes with marks of 51-3 142 an 1955 and 52-2 34 in 1934
and twa QVAC shat put crowns. including a conference-record toss of 53.5 172

He carned a fooiball scholarship 1w Purdue University, whese he lettered three years as a regular twe-way
end.

He was the 51st ovesall NFL draft pick sa 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles. but opicd to play 1n the new
Asnerican Football League where he competed three scasons from 1960-62 with the New York Tatans. a fore-
runner of the Jets, as o defensive end-offensive tackle, He played in a total of 42 AFL games

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete - 19505)

wkubowski (Adena High School, Cluss of 1953). A three-spon standout for the
fave who samed in the first year the school joined the conference. which
1o three classes in 1957-58.

na. he was 3 three-xport team captain in Toaball, basketball amd baseball and
letters— fuue in baseball and three cach in basketball and footbalt
57 Adena Football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. He wax
w-linebacker-yuarterback m football and an AILOVAC. All-Valley Small
d All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He was the MVP of the 1958 Ohio-
-Star game won by Ohio, 23-0. He scorcd 13 peints and starred as fullback-

c
etball, be was a two-time All-East Ohio Athletic League honoree and averaged i double figures for
aons, including 11.3 points per game as a sephomore: §7.5 points as a junior and 19.2 poants as a

ball. the pitcher-infielder was an ARl-Ohia selection as a sesior and he also pilched in the East-Wesl
same 1 Columbus. He led the Golden Wave 10 a 121 record, losmg wn the regional finals
tern High and Future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He tossed two one-hitters in a three-day
had 32 2/3 conseculive scareless innings in toumament play, which rmnks second in the Ohio High
cord baok

ried 4 foutball schilarship (o Purdue University. where he lenered as a sophuomor amd senior full
backer while sutfering a series of knee injuries, He was sevond on the team i rushing (310 yards|
amore. He also played baxeball one seasen at Purdue

yoeskd competed in the 1962 Blue-Gray All-Suir Football Garme and tried oul as a free agent with the
Eills.

Bill Kennedy (athlete - 1960s)

Bilf Kennedy {Warwood High School. Class of 1967), Basketball and Bul Kennedy
are synoymous. Some four-plus decades since starring at old Warwood High School,
baskaiball still is a major pant of his life.

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep career with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 guard led
Warwod [0 state Class AA basketbalt wumament appearances in bosh the 1966 and *67
campaigns, He ¢apped his prep hoop varcer by sparking the Vikings to the sehoel's only
slate basketball crown That team finished with @ stellar 24-2 mark. in¢luding closing the
seasan on 2 15-game victory run., Warwood capured its firt OVAC houp title in 21 years,
with Kennedy providing moch of the firepower with his 26.2 polnts per game averige.

The explosive backeoun dandy garmered finvt-tcam All-West Virginia. All-OVAC, and
All-City plaudits. Just 2 season prior. Keanedy ted the Vikings 10 a 224 eark and the siate semifinals befure
being eliminated by Mullens. He was a fisst-team AN-OVAC honarce that year and was named an pll-state tour-
nament selection, an honor he duplicited as 4 senior. Kennedy finished his iltustrivus Vikings' basketball career
with more than 1.2 points. He was alse an accomplished high jutaper, as reflected in his third-place (inish in
the stie Cluss AA meet as a senior,

His basketball achicvements ¢amed him a spist with the West Liberty Stuze College basketball team. He wast-
ed no time in making his mark For the Hilltoppers, leading the team in scaring in both his freshman and soph-
Imure scasois with 31 and 4435 points, respecuvely. Kennedy camed all-WVIAC and all-tourmament plaudits
as a freshman

His twu years of impréssive play wish WLSC provided a springbuard to a ransfer W Arizona State University
for the 1971 and *72 seasons. Kennedy proved he was oo small-school wander as be led the Sun Devils in scor-
ing both seasons, averaging 148 and 14.6 points per game. respectively, His twa-year point tetal of 765 1 the
ninth best for 4 Sun Devil in a two-year ¢areer Afl told. he scored (719 un the collegiate level,

His play a1 Arizona State caught the gyes of professtonal scouls, He was drafied by Memphis of the ABA
but opted For a career as a dasketball official. Kennedy. who still restdes in the Phognix area, cuntinues o be u
Pac-10 college basketball official




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Bob Rieves tathiete - 19605)

Bob Rieves (Wheeling Migh School. Class ol 1969) Sume H1 vears after runnimg his

prep rice, Rieves remams the mesuring stivk for sprane greatness n the Ohio
The 156-pound murcuriat-heeled rocker was aofhing shart ol sensational during
er with the Wilduals

Rieves wis nearly untouchable his final twa vears in the bigh schinol runks.

As asetvior, Risves urmed iaoa perfom thar sl ranks with the all-tine grea
ONVAC maening Tetes, e broke two state necords in The state champrionship myct while
(yng 3t third

He blistered the 220-vieed dish in o new state standdard of 2035 white he smashed the
Hmark by 1.2 seconds vi his 47.7 chvking Rieves” seinstillat nz 2% the 1TH)
squaked the state recand. His asault an the state records resubted 1 him beconing the find OVAC ihlew in
X vears b be the stige meel™s bigh scorer

Ricves win also the Wesg Vi 1 stte champion in the 22008 4 junior

The Wildeat viar captured five imdividual OVAL spaint wodd medads
His impressive effortsy helped lead Wheeling High wrthe 1969 OVAC te
such title 1 sean

His sprmtng dommance is rellevted in the Fact thit be s as undeleated v a senior i the 2340 and 440 and
wan ek er ware thai sevond in the 100 st time, He ted Tor high-point honors in the prestagivas Bellaire
Retays his senor vear while being the hugh searer i wsery uther meet shat spring

Ricves” sprinting accnmplshments woere so impeessive that his trach ey win retred o the ansual
Wheeling High invand assembly

Rigves camel u Irick scholarhip e Mest 1wy Tor the

armed his bachelor of sewnee deyree in Lunbweupe archileeture. He now resides n Brook Iy n
anad i emplived by the New York City Parks & Recreation Departiment as Ll progects analysl

his inal b sears ol Bezh shool .
chisepronship, the schuel s ling

e Lniversity, He compeled for gwn

Mike Kovalick (attete - 19705

Mike Reevalick (Heltire High School, Cliss of 19753, Kovalick has the distinetion
of nobonfy g a twa-sport standout, but o o two-state standout
Kovalick, the son of legendany coach George Kovalick, was o prep gred and mal per
Tommer tor thiee years at Weir High belune watnculating w Bellune High for his ~enwr
seir. Both sehols Benefined from his prowess s the gridzron and on the mal
Rk 1 e stale vhimpuon wrestier i both West Virgin and Ohino. He rmed
the tock i the Mountun Stae as a junior for ke Red Riders and capped his prep mua
vareer with o sake npnship i the Buckepe Stale fur the Biy Reds. Both wrestling
srosils came 1 the ERS-pound claissitivition.
The preweriul maman was sear-pertect his final twao vears on the mal, He won X7 of 28 matchs
w belre ronaing the table 1 all 2% bouts s senioe, e was an OVAC 4 npioit both winlers al
ith &y saphoman:
He tinshed bis allusirinus wreatlm,

:

reer wilh astellar 64-3-2 mark.

- He wrestled Tor Bubby
i State, Kavalick tisssbed as PAC-HI runnee-up ag 19 pounds in his senior seasn.
wh = Bellaire High's intever state wresting champiog — was inducted into the sehan
F 1 93
The wirs also an alstar pesformer i foothall, The two-w
sophorre and geier sears and Tilled the same rule for Bel
Ko all-Nalley andl all-(VAC Ronars bis final (wo years, Moreover, he wis named .
fomlball B semior campai d he played in the OVAC All-Star Game,
Kovalick resides m Wheeling

emaa sachored the Weir High i
aire in 194,

Joe Pettini (sthiete - 19704

Joe Pettind i Brouke High Schouol, Class of 19735 Pesuni is withuul guestsen on the
short list of the greatest prep basehall playeess m Ohio Valley annals, His high schil
diansone? resume i oveelTowing with accamplishments swhich Jed o a spatckling colle
v career al Mereer Universty
The mulli-tilented Pettini started cvery game during his Briwke High carcer, some

Sk contests, He didn’t ship abean at Mereer. starting alf 196 games for the Macon
CGieorgni-bined Insutution
Paitini nor only enjoved indis idual suceess e his prep vaceer, he alsa led the Bruios
W omeked ste bineball chgmpionship, He was @ twostiow Fiestoeam all. West
Virgia selection and wir tvice named captan Svalley squad. He eamed the distinetion of being
nd all-OMAC NI L NTRT
r. Petting wis signed as n-drafted free agent with the Monreitt Eapos
er traded 1o San Francseo, plaving four seisons with the Giants. Petting fished his prulis.
sonal buseball carger by plisving three years with the Cliss AdA Louisville Redbirds

He then entered the eoiching canl ~eseral different pesis. His mamagenal carcer commenced
with Hamdion, Ontario e 1959 1le moved W St Petersburg S the 1990 seanon and in Aehansies [or three
seasans, Petting ended his mmor legue managerial carver by gusding the Lounville Redlirds w the Amerivin

it Mereer

Assucration championshup
Petlint gained a plum asagament in 202 when S Cardinals' masager Tiny LaRussa tabbed Pettis to be
hes beach coich, a positans he sl holds today. He aituned the ultomaie m 20406, gining a0 World Series

champienship ring with the Candinals
Jue and his wite Barbara have two chekdren, Michelle 1251 and Juseph James 0201, They reside i Bethany,
WAy

Connie Doutt Ahicte - 19505)

Comnie Bowt (Buckeye Tril High Schocd, Clss of T981L AL time when irk”
ports were starting W take hofd in high school athletics, Doutt was one of the find who
exeelled in e sports — bisketball, vollesball and ~etiball = bt it was on the bise
hethall court where shie had her biggest impact

The schools all-lime leading worer with 1842 puints whe sho had 335 carcer
rebounds. the 57 guard helped Trail we four stmight trips 0 the OHSAA Stge
Tou it under Coach Dave Linn. including a state champonhip during her sophe
MR s in V79
year, Trul posted a 2241 record, with Daoull seoring 284 poists and
d Press All-Ohin honorable mentiun, She seoped 310 s o the Lady
1 in winning the state tite i ber sophomone season, with Doutt named the stale o

ng honorabile mentun AN-Ohe acadades. The leam went 26-1 with Doule .
he eeceived tiest team Al-Oh trom United Press Infermsenonal asd faished o
1 "t Triath teammate Lo leady, She was also @ thind kam All-Ghin prck
Dot mowved 10 1 when ~he seored K15 points and was
UPLAN-CHue sl ~F r i AP Al-Ghie and fist eam Al-OVAC
Trail ponded a 233 recomd, meanieg the Lady Warror recand durng Doutt's laur seqrs was an ey
7_8he wa selecuad for the firt Ghio Sonh-South Al-Star CGame and seored 15 PRUEES {0 Carn g
ors

Dot wir also i four-vear starter and lewerwinner m both vollevball and softball, pliying on
Warrion stile wumament keum in 1979, She was itducted indo the Buckeve Trail Athletic Hatl o
1o

The alented ciger went on e fine four. 0l the Lniersity of Michigan, becoming th
st oyt-nt bty seholasship recipient snowemen's basketball, For her cgreer at Mic L Doutt
poants, b 267 rebounds snd 170 ssisgs,

s
3

Jay Peterson (athiete - 1980s)

wdiz Eigh School, Cliss of
et gl on the football Nicld

The Hopesdale native dizzled a2 runmeg back with pumeraus memorable perlimmin -
ex ncluding o sany e mdem Ofic Vadley recurd 377 yards against Ming
b 288 and 282 vards He seniel s ke s in i T Ror

Peterson broke a §-year old Ohio Valley sungle-season rushing record held by OVAC
“legemds” bonaree Geonge iPuck b Burgsw in'w ben he rushed for 2348 vank on 203 carries
W btand Candiz 1o an B0-2 recard. He Just missed the neodern i seieon seaing recon)
with 220 poanix 032 TD, 28 PAT Kicked, e puesett shy of OVAC Bl o Famer Tern
Snively af Powhitat™s sgrk, of 222 g,

Inhis three-year gadimon career with the Carlinals_ be rshed tar 1759
Valley career list) and scored HY points. Peteraon had his fsaball Na. 27 etined by the shonl,

let track, he recorded the Ohia s Fastest e in thy 16806 me % w L TEO sevamdn b and s bl
the Fastest 10 time (1030 that year He won the OVAC Clane AN 0-mieter mace 18 111 wevomh

Fee split spring duly between imk wied sl mmd wis an AlValles ossrable mention pick,
recording 23 stolen bases enan 187 record leam  Peterson il participated in bisskhetball as o sopdw
wr,

He eamued o sehntarship e i  Danersity and was Tonured three tmes un the AlMid- Amernican
Lomserence foutball . incleding firt weam ageolades i X2, second tesm e 1953 and honorable menton in
1951 A fage-year fewesw inner, Ik i fifth on the Mgz with 2874 vanl

Enflow ing b~ graduation tom Miami in 19585 Petetan went on 3 cuiching vareer. 2B ol s
tant al Ladiz s well as Cincinnati Anderson and Cincinnat Withrow, He then Sper ¢ Mg of Ohio
T LA, Tive seaes at Nonhwesierm Uneerssits o 99920041 gid he s careeniiy g his fonnth e
Eumtern Mich Universay w s B s the assistant head coachidetensive coomdinaorlinehackers e h

Jay Peterson (€
Peteron mixle his

b A spectacular loursport athlere

O
b

s dsecond an the time on the Ohig

Mark Cisar (Athicwe - 19904

Mark Cisar c:Magnolta High School. Cliss o 1994y, Hy is e only twa-me winner

astale Tootball “Player of the Year aw OMVAC hisaory, having won Wi
Virgmi's Kennedy Award e (992 and 93 [Ty b tie Gatorade “Player of 1he
n I992 and s bwantieme Class AA allstale captain. He wis o two-ime All
All-valley selecton

Liar played quarterbach, plcekivher amd punter on Blue Eagle feams that
compiled a iwe-vear record of 233, timshing as the Cliss AA stale runper up twice
under the qutelage of his father, Dave Cinar. T owo seisons s 4 starter and one as 3
hachup. he passed Tor Ohie Valley recurd tolais of 3, 23 vards and o fouchdowns Ay
a umer. e passed Tora record 2691 vands and 4T Tle o hacked a valley and state recomd &
points and had o recand-1y i

L AHL e i
ity i South Carcisna where he =
iver al the Year™ in F997 and was a Ihree-time

searstarter e was nanred Big
lerence pick
He was drdted by the Boston Red Sox and wan the Red Sus Rowobe Leas
I LU e v selecied o the South Atlaone League All-Star Team and
it Y member of the Au, vis B then plaved for Lhe Capi
: i w wl the Northemn e
Civie carned his bachelor's deg \ cducation and w
Wetrel County Schonl system beore going back 10 Charleslun |
wittion eacher as well asam assistang Toutball voach,
e 3 the head foothall coach ar Gmen Local High Schaal guidiog The Jets 1o Y- record and 1l
wver OUSAA playollberth i 2007 He win samed the Eastern Diserict s Devision 1% Co-Coneh uf t

e “Reliet Pitcher at 1he
N substilate {eacher for (e ye.
Corbrserve i health and phy

Suzie Dailer cathicte - 19904)

Suzie Daifer {Wheeling Cen “utholte b
s irue “yueert of the court”™ I many ways. exe
ding a couple of Tine seasuns in vl
Danler gam AW et Ay
team in Class AA i a sephumore und
wits abar 2 Ibeee-time AU-OVAC ind AVl firs
Mounimneer League pick, The
she seored 213 points per game
the alt-Lime girl” mark for the L.
OVAC Clins AA champiunship

chonl. Class ul 19911 She proved ta
ling For four years in baskethall and

r incuding fimg
n Laurek s oa unior She
am selectun and a two-tume All-
3 leader in theee-pomt fekl goads all four year,
3sentor and Tinshed her career with 1381 ponis,
y Maroon Knghts, Danler led Contrud e theee steaight
o A supbomore on the Kneghtn WV, Cliss A A
stale runner-up squakl i 198 Centeal posted o 7717 revord during her vareer:

In Pashe aln fettered fuur vears and had remendous success m both OMAC and stale teumament play,
wculminating i a W,V state doubles championship swith Pae Butchl i a senior as the Lady Knighis ties-
infied as the stae runnee-up. She alo tinihed fisstor seeond m ~everal OVAC und resiona? eumatents 0
buth singles s doubles and kelped the wam 5o three OVAC |1 and theey Lop foue finshes i the sine

In volley ball, <he detered (wice wimd gamned Find te C honors i a senior, belpog the leam s a
375 record and the OVAC, WAL Sectan | and Region | titles, and a Class AA runnec-up fnish in the state
WouMarkent,

Dailer continued 1 star at 81, Bomaventure Cnsversits s 3 tourssear starter and letlerwinner, She Ninished
w I schoot s tth all-time leidig seorer 01422 poanis inad bad the Tifth. b it n 1992031524
poinis k. She set fecords Tor singlesgame 18 n M and career §290) three-pomters: hoed the sio-
glesemon record for st 11631 and was secund i caneer assisis 14149, Her all-lar honon a0 %1
Bonaventre included second team all-conleren, v o sophomuore and tird team as a1 wentor. The 1995
Diviion 1 Women's Basketbal unal Three-Pomt Shooting champon she wis mducted e the %1
Bonasenture Athletic Hall of Fame in 2506,
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Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (OVAC ‘Family")

Richard “Dick” Edge (Wheeling High School. Class of 1954). To say Edge has
worn many differént hats over the years would be a vast understatement.

He has spem 42 years in education, serving 2+ & leacher. coach, assistant principal. prin
cipal and superintendent at various OVAC-member schouls,

Edlge coached in various eapacities at Triadelphia, Warwood and Wintersville high
schools. starting the wrestling programs at both Triadelptia and Warwood as well as
four junior high programs in Ohio County. He coached Warwood 1o an undefeated sea-
son and an OVALC wrestling championship as well as sixth place finish in the W.Va,
State Tommameat when there was only one classification. He alse co-founded and
coached summer track and girls” softball programs in Wintersvitle,

Among his aceolaes were being named Ohio Eastem District Wrestling Coach of the Year in 1975: receiv-
ing the OVACs prestigious *Mr. Mar” Award in 1979: induction into the West Liberty State Cullege Hall of
Fame in 1997: and selection us the WLSC Wall of Honor for Quistanding Alumni in 2003

Edge served as president of the OVAC during the 1996-87 amd 198788 school years and served s a member
of the OVAC Executive Board for many vears, He was also a past president of the Tri-County Athletic League
and the East Cemral Ohio League.

He also officiated at various levels in football, baskerball and track.

Edge represented Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC All-Str Football Game and then went i o West
Libeny State College where he was a four-year letterman. two-time all-West Virgioia Cunterence selecnon
and the team's ca-caplain as a senior.

He received his B.A. in Business Educatwa, Health Education and Physical Education and 2 Master’s
Degree in Securslary Adminsstration from the University of Daylon. He is a U.S. Army veteran, serving
active duty from [958-601 and in the reserves from [960-63

incent “Vince’ Monseau (OVAC Contributor’)

-enl “Vince" Monseau {Weir High School, Class of 1958). Think of the sport
& and you think of Monseau, who enjoyed suecess at the high school level
vee making his mark at West Liberty State College.

h school coach, he spent nine years at Oak Glen, Charlesion and Weir high
tiding the 1967 Oak Glen syuad to a W, Va. State Tournament champéonship.
te year al Pertt State in Nebraska, he spent 31 years 11973- 2004} as head
iest Liberty, compiling a 359-221-7 recond. He couched 72 All-Americans.
yic All-Americans and six Natwnal Championas and guided the Hilltoppers 1o
runner-up finsh in 1995,

u. who also coached football and ¢ross country dunng his days st WLSC,
& NALA Nationa] Wrestling Tournament int both 1979 and "K7 and was an admunistrative assistant
AA Division H Natwonal Wrestling Tounament in 2003,

s are numeraus, including the OVAC “Mr. Mat' award in 1983; NALA Hall of Fame in 1987
tling Bronze Level Member Coach in 1947, West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame in
LA Diviston 11 Southwest Regional Coach of the Year in 1996 and 1997, Nauonal Wrestling Hall
n 2002; NCAA Diviston [[ Wrestling Hull of Fame in 2003: and National Wresthng Coaches
n Lifetime Member in 2004

Iy in his fifth year as principal at River High School. Monseau alo directed youth wrestling camps
berty for nearly 30 yeurs

thleie. Monseau partiipated in football, wrestling and track at both Weir High and West Liberty
:ge and later participated in many distance rawes, including the Boston Marathon and Wheeling
tace.

u attained his B, A& degree from West Liberty State Cullege as well as both 2 M A and Duoclorate
on from West Virginia University

John Sorrenti (Media)

Jokn Sorrenti {Weir High School, Class of 1956), Even if you don’t know Seereati,
you probably recogmize his voice.

Back in 1954, a1 the age of (6. he began what would be a 40-year career s i spons
announcer for WEIR Radio in Weirton, During that time, he broadeast football, basketball
and baseball gumes for four OVAC-member schools = Weir, Madonna. Brooke and
Wintersville.

After retining From that position in 1994, he wurked four years for television staton
WTOV-TVY on football “Game of the Week™ telecasts and also announced the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament telecast 1 1996

As 2 lung-tme Friend and supporter of the OVAC. Sorrenti served as Master of Ceremonies for the ovAC
Queen of Queens cumpetitien for five years in the mid- 1980 and hie has been the Master of Ceremonies at
the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet since its inceplion

Among Sorrenti's awards, he wus honored on the Wesr High Wall of Fame in 1995 and received Iwo
separate honoms from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper O Valley. including the 2009 Robert §, McKelvey
Memaorial Awaed.

Sorrenti began a political career in 1982 when he was ¢levted as a Weirton City Councilman In (946, he
was elected as a Hangock County Commussioner - a pusition he was re-clected to twice for 1 total of [ years
m office.

He has also served as Purchasing Agent for Hancock County Schools and Adult Educaton and Placement
Coordinator of the Jobp D. Rockefeller [V Career Center and 15 currently Manager of Traning at Mounameer
Casino, Resort and Racetruck,

Gene Ford (Coaches)

grd (indian Valtey North High School, Class of 19701, Ax colorful and well.
he was successiul. Ford compiled a 440-262 record in 31 years as a high
" Basketball voach.

shed ane year at Shenandoah and five at Tuscarawas Valley before making his
\g 25 years at Cambridge High { [980-2005) where he won 300 games and lost

Cambriclge teams compiled a 59-25 revond an tournament play. winnng 18
itles, eight district crowns and five regional chumpionships lealing to five
tament appearances {L987-88. [991-92,1994.95, 1995-96 and 199920001,
 runner-up finish m 1994-95, His teams atso won [0 East Central Ohio League tiles.

ived “Coach of the Year™ honors in the OVAC, Eastern District, District 12 and ECOL and was the
Division {1 State “Coach of the Year™ in 1988,
rved as president of the District 12 Couches Association. s a tnustee for the QHSAA Foundation and
ard of Directors af the Ohio High School Basketball Hall of Fame Museum. The recipieat of the
il Haberficld Coaches Award in 2005, he was inducted ints the Ohin High Schoul Basketball
sssociation Hall of Fame in 2007
thete. he carmed 11 varsity letters ifour in baseball, four in track, three i basketballl at Midvale
y Valkey North, He scored 1.310 career points and eamed first leam all-Chio, atl-Eustern Distnct
ter Valley Conference aceolades o basketball and wis a state gualifier i the pols vault in wack.

a four-year letierman a1 Muskingum College 1 basketball, sconng 1.717 points ixecond most tn
oryy while eaming all-Ohio Athletic Conference “Athlete of the Year™ hoors and UPI “Small
acerlades. He wis a chaner member of the Muskingum Athletic Hall of Fame in 1940,

Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Coaches)

Henry “Hank™ Lazasc |Warren Consolidated High Scheol, Class of 1950}, A pillar

uf the bays" basketball coaching community for 34 ycars. Lazisz 1) the 400-victowy

lateau as his teams al Warren Consoliduted. Buckeve South, Buckeye SuuthWest and
uckeve Locu) combined for a 345:301 reconl

Al tohl, Lazasz-coached teams won four OVAC championships, 10 sectional titles
and three distirict ceowns while having two teams go undéfeated in the regular scason
{1970 anxl 1977).

In 15 years at Waeren Consolidated (1958-72). his teams were 179-120, winung two
OVAC ciwmpilmships {1961 and 1970), The 1970 squad pusted a 22-1 record, winming
OHSAA Class A sectional and distrect titles before bowing in the regional ¥

In 16 years al Buckeye South, his teams were 211-133 and won two OVAC championships {1977 and
19R1). erzht sectional titles und two district crowns. The 1977 leam was 22- and ranked N 1 in Ohio Class
AA, losing in the regional finals, That year, Lazasz was named Ohio Class AA ~Couch of the Year” by LPI
amd Ezstern District “Coach of the Year™ by AP.

He concluded with twa years at Buckeye SouthWest and then was head coach in the fird year of the complete
Buckeye Local consolidation i 1950-91

Lazisz also was the OVAC all-sports “Coach of the Year" in 1970 and received the LUpper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan Club's Carl Hamill Award in 1990 He coached in both the Ohiu Noanh-South All-Star Game and
the QVAC All-Star Classic and had two yearly OVAC baskeiball scholarships named in his hosor. He receive
the OVAC's Earl Huberfighl Coaches Award in 1986

He was  member uf the OHSBCA and served as president of the Disincl 5 Baskeiball Coaches
Association, He was also inducted inte the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Assuciation Hall of Fame
and the Disitiet 5 Basketball Coaches Associanen Hall of Fame.

Lazasz was a three-year lettérman in hagh school basketball at Warren Consolidated in both basketball and
foolball. He then Jettered twa years in basketball and four in football m Bethany College before serving 1wo
years i the US Army,

Bill Paolisso (officiais)

-alissa (Weir High Schuel. Class of 1946). He was » mainstay among aned
werrking OVAC football and boys/gicls basketball games for a 30-year penod
1.1998, first with the Wheeling board and luter with the Weinon-Steubenville

o officiated (b West Virginia state championship football games dunng his

| several Ohiv-West Virginia and QVAC All-Sur football games

etball. he officiated more than 1(X) pesiseason (oumaments [xeclionals, region-
cluding 19 state w He worked the fiest Samuel A, Mumley

|-Star Basketball Classic in 1978 and also wis a referee in the West Virginia Conference

+ Paolisso’s offictaimg awards are the OVAC Robert Dawsen Officials Award. the Ohio Valley

Cuaches Assoviation Officials Award: 1he West Virgmia Secondary Schovis Athletic Commission

wl the Weirton-Steubenville Officials” Board Award

o was & three-sport athlete at Weir High {fomball, basketball and baseball). He was fiest team all state

1 and basketball s a senior. earning all. OVAC honors in baskelball 1wice and onve m football. He

all-tournament for the state champion Red Riders baseball team.

yed two years of professtonal buseball in the 51, Lous Cardinals’ organization 11952 and 1953) and

wo years in the U.S. Army

Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (athlete - 1940s)

Harold "Doc" Daugherty i Weur High School, Class of 1945). [n 1945, he became
1he Eirst of only seven high school athletes (o win the W Va. Amateur Athlete of the Yeur
Award, the state’s oldest honor dating back to (934 A first teamn, all-class, all-stater in
football, basketbal! and baseball. he also carmed ATI-OVAC foutball and basketball bonors
as 4 Red Rider senior.

The two-wiy buck led Weir to 2 9-1 football record in 1943, losing only to state
champion Parkersburg, As a scmior, in 1944, he led Weir w  40-13 victory over
Parkersburg and acuounted for five touchdowns = a TD run, twe TD passes, a 10 -yard
pass interceplion return and an 80-yard kickoft retwm.

Daugherty s two-year career invluded running and passing for 1.923 yards and 31 touchdowns. He also
returmed kicks and was a star defensive back

I basketbll, the all-stater helped Wess 1o a 22.2 necord. Tn biseball, he led the Red Ridees ta the ane-Class
state champronship in 1945

He signed a football scholarshp 1o Ohio State University where he played on a 7-2 record team as a fresh-
man starting safety. o the fifth game, he moved into the starung offensive lincup as talback, He was drafted
into the US Army in April of 1946 and, after discharge, he signed a professional baseba’l contract with the
Detruil Tigers aul plaved pro baseball from [948.53, Included were three years in Class AAA with Bultalo
and Toledo, He epened the 1951 season with the major league team, but retumed 10 Toledo after a month

When the Weir High foutball coaching job opened. he was hired and guided his second team. in 1955 te
an #-2 record and an OVAC title. He also continued his pro bascball career by playing in the late 1950s in
Minot. X.D.. and Mitcheil, §.D.. and was manager of farm teams in 1964 and 1965 1o Coco Beach. Fla and
Duluth. Minn. He vapped his high school coaching career in Bedford, Ohio
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Jim Hanpa (Atitete - 1950%)

Jim Fanna (Weir High School, Class of 19501, A thege-sport all<star wheo ked the Red
Riders w 1w state aone-clise championships as 3osemor, he is one af the most decurat
ed athketes mosehool history. A varsity tootball strter as a freshman, he continued 10
exeel under Hell of Bame conch Carl Hamifl, who labeled anna and Daugherty i “two
ot ike Finest all-arund athleies™ he voached in s legendary career

In 1939, Hanna stareed on the -G record Were foothall cam which won the firet
WAL Targest Cliss A playat? tithe with a 2713 vutors over Milon The Wo-say
end‘punterplacekivker landed nine twuchdown pisses and seveed 83 puints as o ~enior
when e wan runner-up for ihe West Vingsia Player of the Year Heisman Awaed (iow the Kenneds Awiaed)
and was sedevted Bt ety AIOVAC, AR-Valley and A-Stte. He abao plaved i own allsar ga
Virginta va. Ohie any the West Virginia Noah-South mame

I basketball, he was second teans AW N and AU-OVAC,

1o busebull. e pitched and baged Weie w the one-vlass West Vi championship i the 3-2 By’ win
over Bast Bank, he strack ot MV i a sx-hit etfort snd batted i foue runs will 1we stigles

He aeeepied a Tootball setwolarships from legendary Kentueky coach Paul (Bear) Bryunt amd staned at end
i treshman squad guarterbacked by Bube Fanlh . He lett sehool 1o pliy minor league basehal? for several
seasoins betore retumang o Weiron. where be Bas been o longtime locat American Legmon, hgh schond andd
sumnier baseball coach anud swoul:

s W

Bill Jobko (athiete - 19500

Bilt Jobke (Bridzeport High Schoof, Cluss of 1953), A three-year, three-spon
Bulkly athlete i Toozball, basketball and baseball, he eamed AlLOVAC and All-
Malley fontball honors as i seasior lineman.

Recrmited by Ohio State University. he Became twn-wiy offetsive guard and
er who played on ke Buckese pational titks teams of 1954 and 1957 when the
am AMYPan 1957, He is the only pl.
alosng Big 10 regular sison game He

Buckeyes won twi Rinve Bowls, He wis

'er 1

Bag 16 Conference histary wonever play
revanfed i salely foe the €

lepe All-Sar an i 3519 victry, uver the NFL champon Detroit Lic
s defealed the NI champuons in the somzal clissie

He wan dratied by the Las Angehes Risms and plased lir the NFL weam [rom 195562 belore 4
tor the Mimnesata Vikings Trom 196365 fobho capped Bis pro pla
the eriginal Atlanta

unly cight times the call

¥Ing career as ateam defensive
by e 1906, From 1967-59, Be workedd tor the Fadeos in various roles
v h. ot uut Director of Pro Player Persaniel, He cksed his NEL career i chiel colles
Phoeniy Cardinuls fram 1495094

Briddgepon High School hanored Jobho by aming the street enirance t Perkins Field as “Rill Jo
and thervon A 212008, dedicated s heme vomplen as 341 obho Football Stadom ™

Tim Anderson (Ahiete - 1960s)

Tim Anderion {Eollansbee High School.
wits 4 well-iraveled one, o well i agunte su
m Follunsbee. a prep cancer s gond thie it
footbil colleges an the nation — The O

Just like Tor the Blug Wine bach on the
tor the Buckeyes s much ~o that he win a fi
Hin NELL days, howver, gol off o delayed start due e contzt d [ties o the
e, Asdersan enjoyed an all- e honors stimt with the Cangy Fuueball
League™s Toronto Arguosauts.

Anderson wis a Brve-spord standout a Folsbee High. In additon te his many foothall achicvements.,
the 6 £t 193-pounder disinguished hutsel? yuike meely i basebull and trwck

An it semor, Anderson s Blue Wave went 82 Those two blumishies came s e sesen™ fied jwo i,
contests 16 which Ardeeson did ot plas dus ws ingury, In just eight games, Anderon mished for X63 vinds
and alwr ked the team in tackles As o sl (he Loy back earned al-OVAC, All-Valley and allW Ay
Class AAA fiesteleam hetiers As qunior, he was all-OVA and AlNalley sevond 1eam

He started 1o veurs Tor the Blue Wave bascbal squad i an outfielder. He also joesed the trich team s
seisar and swas ffth an the stie Cliss AAA shol put

Az Ohier State, Andervon started three years fensive back . During that span, the powertal Buckeyes
went 272 with two Bag titles while alve be med the comensus magional champions in 1496%
teismn besal the G- Simpon-fed USC Trgams in the Rine Bowl. As a senior, he wis fedelewm il -Bis
wan 3 firsd geam All-Amencan.

His Buckeye startom proved a springhizd o bemg the 2308 pick in the 1971 SEL drilt, He owned the
distinetion o being the highest of the 12 Ohie prdders chosen s than dratt, including Jack Tagen, When
unable 1o wgre t lenms with the ders, he plived four seisoms m Canzuda hefone rerunming o San Fruiwo
and playing the 2975 campaign for the Ninees. The tdlowing season, Andersan played for the Butfato Bills,

s of 19671 Andersan’s Toatball carcer
sl one, e first realized snd greisess
ded bt i seholasdup it one of the premier
aile Liversity:

hs of the Obio River, Anderson starred
-reund pick of the San Frineswo 49crs,

Mark Thompson (athtete - 19605)
Mark Thompsen i\l

U Pleasant Fligh School. Clivs ot 19691, Baskethill wis i way of
mily. with Mark being the munt productive. His Iwo older brothers

Rich and Jim — started 3 hoop irdition ol Moant Pleasint igh n 2960 Lvery
during it decikde witsessed o Thompson m the Mownties ~larting Dineup, ending with
Mark' graduativm in 1968 Mark et the Gamily stardand. however, foe bashell | preness
He wirted n time mahing his presence Teit on the Bardwood. Tinishisg s the sevond-lead-
g seorer for the Junior varsity kam as o frosh. Thi jissee squad wenl (540

Thompson was nothing short al magwal the neslt three winter, leading e 1eam in
nd rebuunding vach cienpaign s iremendous pliy abn sparked ar vye-pupping
wed during thal span Tur the Mounties, which included theee stceessive wetional
co-champiomships. a district Brth and o district semi-lingd appearance, As o sophomare. the
hoopsier averiged 174 points o gime That i e jumpedd o LR s i junion and w
sentor, inciuding i Carver-bes 2htings againat Smuthticld. Durin;
el marg (han 95 oty w zame, lopping the century mark in sy of (K reguliar season contests
Pl the 5 1 3 Thompsn < who was blessed with bath mside and sutside woring shills — ¢
623 points in dus portiulun. He netted a st of aceolades Tor s basketball espettise. heade
tesum all-Ohier honuors as bath a Juniae and senior, e was abo an al-Eastem Distrivt., all-Eastern Ohis
wl all-OVAC honoree all threy vears, He captain of the OVAC team as a enior,

Thempson wie nes one-spurt wander i he il displayed his athl prowess un hoth the gridiren an
diamond . He was i iwo-way starter in fomball, stasving as quarterback wnd del : back. The threesye
s anall Eisem Disrct all-OVAC i Fastem Ohio Athletic |League selection i his junior and enic
Thompson abwa prehed up three lelters i bineball . chalked up wis ne-higiers and four ane-hitters

Nul surprisi Thompson received wome 120 Division | college wholaship offers. He cast his
hishethatl i the University of Flomda Thempson win the sevond-ke worer un the Galor™ fanh e
wdshi v sophomone due b an ankhe wguns . he worked hirsell e b ) prt-Une slarter ¢,
Juttior and senior sasons and win a vo-captain his final caenpingn with the Gitors

Marty Coyne (athiete - 19705)

Marty Copne Linly Militars Wisitute, Cliss of 1977), Coyee wa @ three-sport stand-
oul fur the Cadets, but asketbil) was definite!y the veratile 6 . 3 athkete s meal licket,

Coyne distinguished himsel an one of the premier hoopsters inthe (i Valley
during the decide of the A, 1Te was o Pheoe-vear starter in roundball o 2 insly,
blonsomang nto a vinual seering machine his jumor and weampingns, Covne netted
399 puints in his junior season aluese, good (0 a 27 2 averge, He win alw 3 beast on
the brards. grabbing 14.2 carums per auting. |le nearly duplivated those sumbers m his
MROE CUmpign, waoring S9% points for a 27 1 averige. The talented post ™ retuiod
tusitly ballnonead 30 16,5 per zume.

Corne™s seuring antics were tops in the Ohi Valle
Wheeling Ceniral. The dependable
seoring prowess alwo translaled inm
cumpaigis. The Bridgeport nany
o years He alsa wis co-capta
wilh 1359 points.

He was alw a standout on the gridine, starting three seasons. The glue fingerad recerver led all Ohi Valley
sl schonl gass catchers his semor season while alu Ny 375 vands per puat. Ciyne wan alw nanied
all-OVAC wed allestate fistiesm Jor hes Toothal? sticvess

Springtitze saw Convne start thnee seasons un the |

Mier graduatios from Linsdy. Covese recerved an Py 4 1) il Wt Poing
(NY), He bl the privileae of play ing Tor the now legedary Duke head vosch Mike Krzvzewshi Cunne sttedd
three seasons, belping e Black Knights of the Hudson W an NIT berth m 1978 e sverazed 156 s
game i 3 juntor and 163 pomts s asenior, Hes 1026 career points ranked 1th on the all-tine Amty seonng
list at 1he time of his grduation, He alo grabbed mone than S0 sebounds Tor the Cadels, where he served as
i sentor Covie aseended o the rnk of 17C with 11 years active duly

=

Ve s
his final chree
1 heners cach Tor his
Wusirious hards sod caeeer

e Cadets compiled 54-12
LA-ONVAC and all-Wewt
A as i senior. He ended his

vl the allszawe w

Aenior

Mike Dawson (dhtete - 19705)

Mike Dawyon t3l a Hzgh Schial. Cliva ol 9751 When v begin 1o necall the great
athletes in Magaoha High angab. Mike Dawsan is aluzys near the top ul the s Aml why
' The rugged 61 2, 9S8 paunder camed 12 letters in four spotts for the Blue Bagles,

1t win football hiwgver, which bisght Dawsons the nxet avelain. Follo ng his senivr
g seivenn 1977, Dawson i selected as the WV AIRCliss Player ol the Y by 1he
Morgantown Touchdimn Club while Tinshing s runnenap for the K ey Awand. That
it seasn, b wi in o the all- W G Class AA team as o defensive back alter
of the afi-Valley and all-OVAC 1eams
rames s isennor or Coach Dave Cisar. He wi
coomd-tearn ol wwcer, Diwson awvuunted Tor more than 30080 al,
vards and kaled | four games with mjueies

D soon ultiemately selected West Vigginia University. A 2 sophomune, he wamed i stanting sput as o g
but he ingured hes ke while bhocking @ punt g Penn State, Dawson ended a o two-year Mountin

n

sonrushed for 833 vands an just 1

the Wit also domurant i baseball e was i fourear staner MECHIL BN al Dol
11Vt Vi Jativeks his junior and senir ~easoms alter helping lead the tay
nent both years. He wan o twostime dl-OVAC and all-Valles hanores, serving as aptain of ey
prong proved suite busy for Dm son, Wheps ot playitig baseball, b was 2 saluable contributor (o
" Ik team Despite litile practice ime, he w i still able 1 sparkle in the West Virginia Cliss A st
Al A a gumor, he wis ranner-up i both the 100-yand dash and long jump, the kiter on the strengtk of
ter i 21 Teet B abw won the West Vinging AAL 1XERyand dash i 1977,

alwr i three-year starter in basketball, Amang his many hoop highlights wie o 30-point
gL Wheeling Park,

Charlie Keenan (athtete - 19505)

Charfic Keeman (Sicubenville High School. Class of 1955), Be it on the gri
wiestling mat e in the classrom. Keenan prided himsell’ on exeellence and i al threo
his i, he wan pething ~hort of sensaional,

e wan the comentene ol Biz Resd's imtial wate prd Plult chasmpiomdip,
caplisining the 1954 grid juppernaut. He lud the Reno Saccocdi hed gridders e
130 segson that fall, He established new whood reconds bor tackles and sickis en moute
being numed the stige™s Divison 1 Cinerman of the Year, The fisst-eam all-cater was il
accorded honorable mention All-American pladit. He was named captam o the all-
OVAC and all-Eastern District wams aid was selecied 0 play i the GVAC and Ohin

Steubeoville thir went 3kt in the regular season and 33
iz iy the distingtion ol Being named the co-caplain of the 19808 AL Decade
ed by The Intellizencer. His Big Red success proved a springboard toa footall seholirship
& The () vemily where he was a letiernm for the Scarlet & Gray gridders.

Kuee: JUst i impressive oo the prep emats. He won apair ol QVAC ttles. capturing the 17 5-pouend class
s dsaphaomore folliwed by the 185-pound vrown r betore zribling the brass zing ; I
Kigpan that winter, Keenan upled we move up 1 hes hias a wenior, ing hi
Staty grickder. Thin move 1n hisetup a Hi 1
geid revnuic Tim Musley., The two met in the VA
wrestling march in Ohio Valley . with Moxley pu
43 match winmog sireak . Keenan was swirded the Geonge
Red wresthog vareer wath s sparhling 110-1X reconl,

Kevman abu upled 1o wrestle at Obio State. carning

He wan the Steubenville High valedicionia nocompiling o FOGPA e wenton ocam master's aiid ety
degries. After recerving his 05U degree. Kevnan returied home and servedd i o teachier. admzestror and
westch i i almamater. He now s i schoal saperintesdent in nenhern Qhio,

| K
K Scholarship that year, He Tinished his Bi

u

L

Tim Moxley athiete - 19805)

Temm Moxley (Barnewille

1
ot the word, Tim Moxles i oc
wresfling

h School, Chisy of 19850 A heavywvight in every senwe
nly thil. Mosles came up huge in bath foaball ang
osed i star-stadied and champion-tisled four athlei

the Shamrocks. H
wears it the westerm Bebmont £ 1 sehowl,

Masley garmered all-Ohtio honues in fouthall for the Red & Green while afsi grabbing
Jr o slie weesd amponships. The 6 1T, 30 poursder parlayed i prep
achivvements inka i Tontball shuligship at The Ohio St U TN

Moaley wats i three-year stter on the Shameocks” line, He helped gude the Red &
Green toa 17-3 ik uver bas L twe sesmons and the UVAC chumprenship i 1953

He wis avvonded a bevy of Tiest wesun all-star honors Tor B senior n play They included alk-
OVAC, all-Basterm Drstrict any w)l-Ohin by The Assowrated Press He was o seeond-team all-Ohio Uit
Intermational honoree As i junior, Moxley was i second-leam alf Valley selecuon

Monley carved nutan even muee gliteting prep resune i the mat spon_The powertul heasywenght
it pair ol Clics ke chanspinnships. maching the namber of OVAC crowns (0 his credil, As i senior. he
Stamnch grapplers w the overall OVAC Tourmament tigle while also bemg acvanded the prestigaous Bi

ard Mureover, the Mosleysled tatmen of Coach Darell vaptured the suie wurmament tean

s OVAC title mined st Steubenville's Chincle Keenan = alos jomimg s vear's GVAC
nduction fivld — are Jary. Mesley hinded Keenan his only two knses in the OVAC event.
Wi impressive on the o that e wis selected W the USAS Scholastic Al America Wresilg
Team” tor 198455 He was third i@ the OVAC s 3 sophoiwre

AL O State. Mosles was all toatball, He moved inte Uy Buckexes siarung fincop as o saphymer
ity e inall 13 vames s nedesbist reshman e stted ws en oul of the Bugcks” fnal cigh
s asophomene A a umor, he staried all 1 games and continaed that streny pli v semor, He plave
Bow | i for Ohin State = the 1957 Cotton Bow £ and the 1990 Hall of Fame Bowl Mosley wis ¢
the Winhingtin Redshins in the ninth round o the 1490 NEL Dratt




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

David Bosley (Athlete - 1990s)
h School, Class of 1993). Paden City pades itself on

ssley (Paden City H%
cerball. To that end. David Bosley 35 un the short [ist of geeat Wildcats.
as 4 scoring tevor &t the tiny Wetzel County School, The scoring also translted
th of Wild¢ar winning as the Green & Whitg advanced w the West Virginia
ment in 19%1 and 1992, Coach Bob Burton's "Cats also grabbed the OVAC
1e 1992 andt 1993 seasons, All 10ld, Paden City won 81 tienes and lost just 12
ley"s four-year hoop vareer. While the Wildcats were winnag, Bosley was
finished his pre)]) days with 1996 points. including 2 senior campaign in
“fied 29 .2 points. 18 wssists and seven rebounds per start. Those lofty — num-
him the captaincy of the ali-state team. He was also captain of the all-OVAC
-ear and was honeed by the Dapper Dans for uut\tandln% achievement. During his sophomune and
sns, the 5 ft. 11 backeourt dandy carsed all-GVAC and all-state honors as P;uren City advanced o
Amament each winter.
Ts0 made use of his superb athdsticism to star on the football field for Mike Flannery. The four-year
ian sparkled s a quanerback. eaming all-OVAC first-leam honors as a junior and senice, He com-
-22) passes for 127) yards and 11 toschdowns while rushing tor 489 siripes and seven additional
senior. Bosley was named 1o the West Vi.l'ﬁil’li:l Sﬁom Ultimate All-State Football Team, As a junior,
2d 69-0f+112 sses for Y95 yands and::i t touchduwns, He also rushed for 53¢ yands and six TDs,
alsor a siellar punter, averaging 36.1 yands on 29 boots,
Eso made his presence felt in track ahd field. He was an OVAC long jump champiaa and alse was
wr-up in the 300-meter hurdles,
ok his vast basketball skills 10 the next level, earning a scholarship w LSU in the rogged SEC. He
- years for Jegendary Dale Brown, whe retired after Bosley's sensor campuign. In osdey s finad
son game, he netied the final four points of the game (o give Brown his fist-cver triumph over
iardson's Arkansas Ragorbacks since they juined the SEC i 1991, Busley was awanded the LU
1p fur academic exeellence and was recognized as an SEC Scholar Athlete.

Class
0

2010

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Otis Winston (athlete - 1990s)

Oris Winston (Toronto High School, Class of 1992). Winsion is synonymaous with Ohin
Valtey high jumping. He sifll remains the measuring stick for prep jumping greawness.

Winxton. however, was more than an accomplished high jumper. He possessed multi-
Faceted skills both in track as well as basketball.

While becammg the Ohin Valley's first seven-foot leaper, he was equally as dominating
on the hardwood. Tetering four years for the Red Knights, while gamering first-zeam all-
Ohio hosors as a senior.

Winstom is still the Red Knights' all-time leading scorer via his 1.453 markers. As a
seniur, the athletic forward carried his team to un OVAC 3-A crown thanks. in part. w his
31.1 poimts. 14 rebounds, six steals and six assisis per game.

He was the madel of consisiency as reflected in a 20-game sireak of M paiats or mare. His single game high was
46, He was bath the Eastern District and District 5 Player of The Year und stamed in the Ohio North-South Game.
scoring 18 points in a winning cause. As 2 junior, he averaged 13 paints @ game and was timt-ieam all-OVAC, He
alsor enjoved a superb sophomare year, gaining fint-team all-OVAC honurs with his | points a game.

For the Red Knight thincluds. the 6 ft. 5 Winston was a three-time state champion, twice in the high jump and
in the long jummp as  senior with a 22- 10 effoet. He caprured the state high jump title a3 3 ~optwrmore with a 6-1¢
jump foliowed by his record-setting state leap of  4-11 the following June.

is athletic achi jed him 1o Columbus where he starmed in both sports for The Chio State University,

Winston earned All-Amerivan honer a1 OSU in track, winaing the Big Ten high jumping title four times, twice
oudoor and twice indoors. He finshed third in the NCAA as 1 freshman with his still Obio State record of 7-4.5
Winston competed in the 1996 Olympic triuls.

He was no stouch Ear the Buckeyes in basketball, eaming » starting berth as u junior, specializing as 2 defessive
stopper. He served the Buckeye hoopsers s co-capluin is a xenior and finished his career with 2 17-point vuting
against hated-rival Michigan. He wis 2 three.year OSU basketball leusrman.

Winston went vn o play professional basketball in Russia. An ordained minister be still lives in the Columbus
area. He vwns his own production comgany and is a bunk computer technician. He also finds lime 1o coach track
at New Albany High Schoul.

Rick DeLuca (OVAC Family’)

Rick DeLuca {Warren Consolidated High School. Class of 1970}. Probably the
only question regarding DeLuca is in what aspect of the OVAC hasn't he made a
significant contribution, Whether it's the arducus 1ask of compiling the conference
standings, serving on various commitiees, developing new ventures, coaching and
even reporting the events through the media, Del,uca has done i all

He's the one who puts together the weekly standings in a majority of sports in the
OVAC. including football, volleyball, boys’ and yirls” basketball and baseball.

11 was DeLuca who formulated the OVAC basketball playoffs, serving as the
divector of that event, and who also combined with OVAC Exccutive Secretary
Tom Rataiczak to establish the OVAC Museum - a histonical look at the confer-
ence, its schools and athletes throughout the years - which is housed in WesBanco
Arena in Wheeling.

DeLuca also serves on the OVAC Volleyball Co the OVAC Bascball Ct
Boosters Commitiee and the OVAC Scholarship Commitiee

He also offers — through his Deluca Realty business venture - a vearly OVAC Voilevball
Scholarship.

DeLuca. who alse coached the high school baseball teams at Bridgeport for three vears and Buckeye
Local for one vear, is a veteran of the Ohio Vailey media, working for more than 40 years as a par-time
sponswriter ai The Times Leader. He was a thiee-time finalist for Ohio Sporiswriter of the Year by
dg: National Sporswriter and Sportscasters Association and received four awards frem the Ohio Prep
Sportswriters Association. He also wrote some anticles for USA Today in its early years and has had
several non-spents artickes published in various regional and national publications.

the OVAC

Frank Baxter (OvVAC ‘Contributoer’)

Baxter {Bridgepont High School. Class of 1949). When you think of
1 High School. this s surly one of the names that comes to mind. A fler all,
15 part of the Bridgeport school system for more than 60 vears as 2 student,
acher, coach and administrator.
1hlete, he was an all-OVAC honoree in football as a center-linebacker and in

where he avernged 25 points per game as a senior. Afler 2 stint in the armed
Juring the Kotean War, he enrolled at West Liberty State College where he
otball and ran track and teceived a bachelor’s degree, later receiving bis
rom the University of Dayton.
raching and coaching a1 Bamesville High School for one season, he retumed
1a mater and began an incredible 47-vear run as Bridgepon's athletic director - believed 10 be the

nure in OVAC hastory — renring in 2004,

962 10 1980. he also doubled as the Bulldops' head boys™ tasketball coach, guiding the wwam 1o a
128 recond. His tearns wan four OVAC championships {1963, '66, 72 and "74): 14 sectiomal titles;
¢t crowns and one regional championship. Bridgeport postod an unbeaten regular season in 1966,
ith 3 final 23-1 record and the UPI Class A staie poll championship: and finished as the 1969 Ohie
anner-up with a 25-2 record at a time when there were only two classes in the state.
was named the Ghio Class A “Coach of the Year™ in 1966 and became the first recipient of the OVAC's
“Coach of the Year” award in 1969, He was also sclected Eastern Ohio and Eastern District “Coach of
on several occasions, [n 1988, Baxter was the Eastern Disteict “Athletic Director of the Year™ and he was
1o the Ohio Athletic Admyinismators Hall of Fame in 1994, He has also been recognized by the Ohio High
wsketball Coaches Association, the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame through the OHSAA in
with the Earl Haberfield Coaches Award at the OVAC Basketball Classic in 1987, Baxter received the Carl
vand from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2003 and when the new Bridgeport High School
ructed, the foor at the John J. Havlicek Gymnasium was named Frank Baxter Court.

William ¢Bill’ Davies (Media)

William J, “Biti~ Davies {Bamesville High School, Class of 1944). A “gentle giam”
who wore many hats during his lifetime, it would be easy te label Davies as “Mr.
Bamesville™ to many inside and outside the westem Belmont County community, but it
was it the media where he made perhaps bis greatest impast.

After enlisting in the Nevy durmg World War 11 and serving with the Navy Seabecs in
Okinawa, he anended Miami (Ohio) Universiry and completed his education at The Ohie
State University where he graduated from the OSU School of Joumalism in 1950.

A true “old schoal” reporier wha could recall many names and évents at the drop of
a hat, his lifelony career was spent right i his backyard at The Bamesville Emerprise
uned] his retirement m 1994, serving several years as editor-publisher while also covering
Shamrock sporting events religiousty.

Not only did he Tepon on Bamesnille athlesics for The Enterprise. but he also was o
valuable contributor to the spons departments at The Times Leader in Maruns Ferry and The Daily Jeffersonian
n Cambridge.

Among the sports-related awards Davies received were a Distinguished Service Award from the Bamesville
wrestling program in 1991: the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award in 1996;
the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame Media Award in 1997: and induction into the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association
Hall of Fame in 198,

He also was inducted into the Bameswille Area Education Foundation Hall of Fame in 1998: was named Bamesville Citizen
of the Year in 1994: received a Founders Award from the Ohsa Association of Comeennity Cotleyes: and graces the 1op of the
Heritage Tree 2 Belmom Technical College.

Davies was 2 vassity leterman in football and basketball in high school, and was a member of the pold
medal-winning basketball team in the 1945 Pacific Olympics. He was a registered basketball official for 20
years and served as Ohio Stadium bench security and a5 an usher at Buckeye football games from 1958 unuil
the vear of his death in 2003,

John Stephenson (Coaches)

tephenson (Waynesburg High School, Class of 1969). Regarded as the “Father
Mrestling”. Stephenson assumed the role of head mat coach in the second year
1t at the school,
tteam had just 12 wrestlers on the squad and finished §-5-2, but by the next year
12d increased to 34 members and the program was off and running,
allowed during the next 14 years until Stephenson stepped down afier the 1988
s that Cadiz wrestling becarie highly-respecied throughout the siate of Ohio and
snmial Ohio Valley Athletic Conference powerhouse.
son-coached Cerdinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual meer titles, 12
ass AA toumament titles and the overall OVAC mat championship in 1981. His
» won eight sectioal championships and séven diswict titles with numerous wp
wmament finishes, highlighted by the 1987 team which captured the Ohie Class
‘restling Championship. That feat eamed Stephenson the Ohio Class A “Coach of the Year” selection.
his tutelage. Cadiz produced 29 state place finish luding rwo state champ and 1
hampi phenson’s dual meet record with the Cardinals was an impressive 142-18.2
many contributions to the sport of wrestling, including serving for many years on the OVAC Wrestling
we and as director of several sectional and district toumaments. Stephenson was honored with the
westigious “Mr. Mat Award" i (993. Harrison Ceniral later recognized the long-time coach with the
f school's multipurpose building as The John W. Stephenson Center.
nson received his degree in Industral Ants and Physical Educanon from Faimont State College. where

Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Coaches)

Charles “Chuck™ Watr (Steubenville High School. Class of 1943). A mainstay of
Big Red athletics, Coach Watt made his mark both as head basketball and basebal)
coach.

In basketball, Watt assisted Ang Vaccaro before 1aking over in 1967 and beginning
a 23-year stint as head corch. Durmg that ume, he compited a stellar record of 350-
149, a winning percemage of 70.1.

Big Red won eight OVAC championships under Watt (1971, '75, "78, °79, "80,
*g1, '86 and '00) and he was named the District 5 Basketbalf Coaches Association
“Coach of the Year” in each of those seasons while being named OVAC “Coach of
\he Year in both 1971 and 1990, His teams won 12 secuonal titles, including seven
straight from 1983 through 1990; and captured four district championships (1970,
‘71, "85 and "90).

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1994 and
into the District $ Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

Wart also succeeded Vaceare as the school's head baseball coach, serving in that role from 1963-75 and
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. His Big Red teams won two OVAC championships {[968 and [973); three
sectional titles (1968, “72 and *75) and one district crown (1972).

He also coached the Steubenville Amencan Legion Post 33 team for many vears. Afler serving as an
assistant 10 Vaccaro from 1957-82 before becoming the manager in 1983 and posting a 367-104 record,

luding state ch hips in 1984 and 1989,

NATA All-Amenican wrestler. Afler siepping down as wrestling coach, Stephenson served as
a1 Cadiz High School and then was promoted 1o principal s Hamson Central when the distnct reorga-
999 and he mawstaned that position wnik 2001 He has also served as principal a1 Hamson Hopedale
rv, Harrison Lakeland E - ard hars beens Buildings and Grounds Supersisor for the district.

Watt's coaching career actually began in his senor season at Steubenville College when he took over
at mid-season and guided a team that started out 3-5 to a 14-8 record to eam ‘f“"g“““’“ a3 the “Most
Improved Team in the Country” as determmed by the Dick Dunkel Mational Rating System.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (ormicials)

Juden “Streaky” Matoszke OcKinley Vocational School, Clss of 19431,
A dedicated and colorful mdividoa) who was easily recogmizable by his mick-
natme, Haloseka spent 400 years s an otfivia? in the Obie Valley, workmg high
~ehiool games in Butball. basketball, sottball, baseball and 1rack,

He also otficiated n the Wheeling Outdoor Baskettall Leagie which tea
tured such plavers i Ohin Stite University gre 5
Lazcas and West Virginia University kegends Jerry West and Rod Hundley. 1Te
alse worked many years in the S Vircenl's Tourngment and the Sisteravilie
independent Tournament = oth widely-recognrzed for aueagting lop vull
players feom throaghout the tristate arga

He worked 3 host of West Vi

Tournament.

ment i 1975, an SSAC Meritorwus Award For 30
Meritorivus Awisrd Tor outstunding ~ervice 1o hig

gt Secomduny School Activities Commission 1SSAC) toarnzment
gimes ab the sectonal, regional end state levels and also officiated i the West Virginia

atholic Stie

schuol athleticos feom the Ohio 4ligh School Athzetic

Asseertion (HSAA) I BURS: tecognition from the Oho Valley Board of Fsthall Officiats Tor his

i in TYUKE and the Ohio Valley Bourd of Basketball Officials in 1990,

dars vl seprvice in 1¥80: hosorary Tifetime memberships w the Ohin Vatley Buard of Football

Fle was abw hanored by the LUpper Ohise Valles Dapper Dan Cluls low ouistamaling achievenicsds and

vanizibutions (o hrgh sehod sgorts i the acca in 1959 and reei
At anmal Rudy Mumfey OVAC Charily All-Star Foatball Classic in 20602,

ed i oo s

fral at e

Fred Bruney cathiete 19305)

Fred Hraney (Martins Ferry High School, Clss of 194% An hononed fontball pliser
i hee keveb — high schouol. college and pro, he eicked s naee m Pumple Ruder lore
i it senior when he led the 1948 wam o @ 9-0-1 recond . bery was mnked No. 3 in the
(i o ey poll behamd No, 1 Massillon (3-1) and No, 2 Cintos MoKanley (9-1). The
Jutwe tie wirs o seorchess struggle with unbeaten Trindeiphia (9-0-17 played betore 10961
al Fermy Studium

Alter the mid-seison e with the Triads
Eant Liverponl, 1372 Stebenyille, 2040, Ly
the Baders pont Bt Liverpool with o second k- led Ferry past Steubenvalle,
Tollowing i woreless tiest hall, with a TIY run and T1 pass: and ~eured the sume’s wly
TIY in iy 600 win over stare-ranked Mansfield. Fem had seven shutouts and allowed onl
T woings.

The )

Ted Ferry o wien over Bellisee, 3340
d Manstield. 60 Bouney liled

d Bieshetball and cin trck, varmed All-Ohio bunos tom Ini
astem Obo necognition: The iniple-threat player fed the Rider
1t 97 proinis plus six T1Y passes iatid b led the team m poss interveplions and kick net
He wenl an o Ohio Sine Univenity where the twoway back bad 17 pass RGOS e
cre ehints, imncluding thice in voe pame. He wits i 1ing eam All Big Ten Conteretiee chonce wnd play
-West Shrine Game.
Brures wins the 35th overall dradt pick_an the thisd nound, By the Clevetand Browns . 1953 and p
seans i the NFE with the San Frngiseo dter, Pittboreh Steekers and Lis Angeles Rams. From [
ved it upstin AFL with the Boston Patriets and wice camed AFL All-Stie vqais. He endey wi
Pitss hkenoeprions
1 thes somed 35y
Buecaneers. %ew York
ind cogweh i pro foothall
wins the Upper Ohio Valley 1% Co-Man af the Year in (951 alorg with OVAC Hal
ek wits inwlucted it the Cily of Manins Femy Hal? o Fame in 208

ar Tootlall plaser, who sl pia
wellian All-OVAC,

i NEL assistant coach with the Philiclelphia Fagles. Atlant
nes and indiamapolis Colis, When he retired in 1997 he had the |

Henry Josefczyk (atniete 19505)

Heary “Hank™ fosefezek (Yurkville High Schoal. Class ol (9561, Alter five decides.
bt Bl the Ghie Malley reeord Tor basketall seoning asvrage For g ~enir, The ocfooi-n
ealee seorad TIMT puinty in 26 gunes for g 422 per ganke noom . He avenged 175 P
game with 738 point~ i o junivg and his Four-year waal of 2000 points rn
15in O alley hislon

A T -letier winner = four each m baskell
led the Ductillites 1r o 22-4 team revuond ws it senior, They waon the Jeflerson County nthy
for the seeond stcught year pius the Ohio Clins B section and disiict cnswis wcluding o
win over an unbeaters Streshung team before losing o Chagrn Falls 62-00, in the regional
tumament. A isenwr, he broke the Yorks ille sing| i
chater Ll of Lamer Ken Alesst by netting % poines agaimt Shadyside. o leam he
e He bad 62 agiunsg Linsly aid Tour 30-point garnes 10 averige 43
hest i OV Iistory and came i the final regulie w

i the Top

d Baseball and three m foothatl — he

I gatne, a %278 win

iticn by plaving m the snnual Nonh-South All-America G
veo Kenlucky Al-Star games in Hunongton, W va

He reporteddly by 20Kk cotlege swholarship siflers and the
the L'mversity of iy ton. He was
In his suphosons e
atlter beating Fosdham and 5L Johe
in 1938, He graduated in 19600 in
Techmmlogy Fle retumed 1o UD s ab insirueior Jor twe dears, (eachi
wntrws, AL the time. Duyton wis one af only four colleges watter
world, working for 12 years for Intel Conp,

At Binngon. he re

s for regular seimon. The 7o-puing

selected tist wam AILOhio, AILOVAC and All-Estern Ohio i well s Chuck Tas lor Al
iime an Mueray, K. He st jased in
d, Ky

wliss president i saluldonan selecied
i three-year saeily letterman with e Flvers alter plving on the treshman
. he wana reserve v the 2520 record NCT munnee up team which i in overtime
wd the fint John L. Macheth Schokar-Athle
i reeeived o nister's depree from Cise Insiture of
e sehoul™s it graduate diy
puter cotrses. He then jomed the busaness

Awand

il cesmpuuter

Don Sutherin (Athlew 19505

Ban Satherin CToronu gk Schoot Clins ol 1954, A Three-sport 1 2-Jetler winner for
the Red R < he eamed ATE-Ohe, AILOVAC, All-Nulley and Al Eastern Ohia foatball
T rwhen Be seored 190 Toronin's 24 T and accounsted for 24 ol the Red
Knights” US first downs in 3 5-3 recond wason

The 155-pound twa-way  ba retuetier-punter Kicker seered 129 pomts and
swennnted Tor 2355 yandy Tor an average of 250 vands o game He rushed Tor | 0122
sards and passed for 833 sands On detemse, be retuened taa of tour Pass aereepinons
For scores

e by ed the Red Knights woa 1622 regular season basketball recond, the second best
mark in schood histors al that time

e vamed a Football sehotarip o Ohio Stae Umiversity and lettersd @l three v
st i twoesan back-Kick retumer-kickez-punter on two B Tea Conlerenee 1tk
Teams A dosemor, on a 91 record wam. be kivked the wisy wrd-Tield which decided o 10-7 R
viclury over Oregon
Dralted by e

U roundl by e New York Grants. he stared o E3-sear pro career s a detens
1 sesons i the XFL sath the Geants asd Piisburgh Steelen and played 1
Fonthall League with Jlamilioa, Otiawsa and Torunto
rsal CIL AN-Stae, e played = eigh Gres Cup title gues i 10 vers and was on four chan
teans, When he renred. he was the all-tome seoning leader it the CFL and beld 15 CFL revords. He at
s  CFL seoul ch from 1981431

1w He abso v inducted o the Toronto High S,
Halls ar Fame. Hy resides in Harivilte, Ohio, where he taught ar §
Sehool and served as foatball coach belore el 15947

Larry Duck (Athlete 19605)

Larry Deek (M adtins Ferry High School. Clins of 19021, W wning aedd Lam Duck ga
hand-in-hand.

The prep griciron Jeped wits wne of the key pieees in the Purple Riden! ng suc-
wess in the Jate 19505 nd early 19605 The punishing and powertul Duck was a three-yvear
gnd starter lor Fe

What i muost e

irkable aboat his slhastrouy grid cireer wis te Fut that be never kng
idees went M0, As a sophoimons, Duck started a0 middle guand for
An o ganior, he startesd it It Erehacker and
ack s niokie eoach Bob Wion guided anher 1040 campaign, Duvk™s vontrsbutiosns
did 1 o unsticed i be wins fine-team all-OVAC and vercaptiut of the all Vaffey wam.
Duck » senior sear wis even more anmazing as Wion™s charges nalled fo nother 10
i i of pustseasasn bomues, He was named captain of the
Gteam all-Ohio plrudits as i fullback, e was numed 1 the Senior Schol:
it spor i the Ohio Nonh-South AN-Str Garsw in Cang
Iy e 60 vards o vmyssooring 12 wechdowns g g
The 641 220k pound Duck wiss 150 one-aport wokker. s he wis
He putied the ~shot mwre than 50 feet sind twirled the discus hetter

3
e i Bonkethall wh

-

i Morgantown wits shoi-livesd as b tranaterred te Memphis §i
well ay Duch staned three years al middle guand. s
wars abas chosen 1o play in the prestigious Blue-Gray All-Str Game in Alabama.
Duck's prolific play kad him i being drified by the Canadion Baothall Le
grklute iaistant. He retumed home and aeeepied a2 iLi
ey i i alm: mater, eaching. cusching 2 i i
Ketball eam o 205 rocond wd 2 district chianpionship s 1982, He

All-OVAC aml all-Valley

All-Amenacan

tureover, be wis named L1
mng Y11 yank
alwreneelling
an 10 feet, both prolighus disiasce
Duck aveepted a schalarhap i WA iind subsequently e the Moumaineers” freshman doum in mish
e Universiny . The move warked out eag 'y
nmates vored him MVP fallowing b senior year, Duck

Joe Niekro (amtete 19605)

Jae Niekro (Beudgeport High School. Class of 19623, The yuoutiger hall of the muost
e ul brothers pinvhing tandem in Mayor League Base 3
mche alter distingursh imself en the meawsd at the prep and colle:

Nickm pawketed 221 Mujor Lo
sictories. Sl the professional hiz

His athletie Teats ook et at Bodgepont Thy
~tandwiat. Niekee, i uldition les his basetall ¢
the Kishwonnd-boed sehool Sickie was g my
Cliss AA Boseball sectional and distrivt reest class m Ohio at that ke

Hewlosed ot hes prep career m stellar | nst Martins Ferry
in the sectional semifinals 1he win honored as s all Estern Ohie baseball selectron
Baseball had no ONVAC Al-Star team at that (ome

Followimg his successiul Bridgeport tenure, the Blune resident matricylated 1o W
where plined both bineball and basketball e the Hillwppers. Nickro helped pitch the Gold & Bl
Gievrge Kovahick o the 19640 NATA mun [HE

it Tetes helped propel Nickro s 33 year M yor League career e
ing s carcer_ with 11 seasons s o member of the Howston Astros. He won 2
and Tollowed that with 20 more victores in 1980

Duri e 1979 campisizn. he made the National e

¢ levels,
s s as he and older brother Phil wamed toe 339
I water mark

h. whene be was mone than just a pilching
e, war an al-OVAC baskethall player at
in the Bulldogs captunng theee siraght

o Liberty

ntched For seven e
zames tor the Astros

¢ Adl-Srar team. leading the semir creuil in s
) He won the Sporting News Pitcher of the Year Award and was runner-up e Bruce Sulter
Niehro pitched inane World Series, that comzng 1957 with the Mintiesota Twins, Jox
ue home run. sthat coming oIt brather Pl in 14976

» died Oct. 26, 20K after suffering a bran ancun wo, but his legawy Dives am thruagh The Jox
wion created by his unly daughler, Naalie. The Toundation’s proveeds are dorsited 1o vatious his
an ellart L expand atedrs sm reatment aod rescarch.,

Less Browne (Athlete 19705)

Less Browne Liverool High Schonl, Cliss of 19795 Fram Columbsian County.
1o Cuorador, 1o Canad, Browne wits an all-star tfootball plaver dl every siop.

Browme wis o theve-spon standout at st Liverpoul. with Tootbali being his fore

Hi grid henics are highlighted by eight kickol? or pust retums for wocikhons under
the Sate Ted Mufey. In Jis senior pear ar Bast Liverpool, Browne ushed for 912 vanh and
seoned 36 puinis i caming second-team all-Ohic honors

Browenie wis abas o standont bisketball er and sprinter for the Powers while also
amaings e disinction of being his wenior class president. He win cliosen st Liverpuol
Review “Playerof the Year™ in 1974

The versadile grider wins recruited i Calurado State as a rean ng bawk. He quickby and
seamiessly misde the tramsition 1o defensise back, sty in the Rams sevondary for three
years, The § 011 ET0-posnder led Coloradu Stite in mereptions i [Ysr,

Fllowing his stellac collegate cancer, Brow e signed as a tree agent with the )
he wansted nu e making s presence fell north of the border. He carmed atl

millon
lerm and CF

it 1t YR el
all-star awards

i i defensive Buck i TURS aimd 1956 Browne mosved on o iar for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers from 1959491

During the Juer two years, he established CIFL records Tor it RO Rum 3
and 267, respectively. Afier one yer with the Oawa R Riders, one in which he
intereepeion petum yartige, Branene closed vt his CFL vareer with the British Celun
Liuns captured the coveted Gines Cup thas season, Brivaie set e
and mont regulir-seison mlereeption retom vardage ¢ 15085, Ad
s i ittt coach in the CELL.
Halls of Fame are nothing n

he wits Jater inducied ingus the €

anadian Football Hall of

v reeonds for must cateer interee o
 hin phiving dis, Broswne went on te wene

b i swisone with 273
n led the 7
1 Lions @ 1'RM, The

I in

™ (8T

W I Browne. He was inducted inio the ast Liverpoo? Hall of Fame in 1993 ynd

N .
Mike Wright (atiete 19705)

Mike Weaght (Melisville High Schual, Clins of 1496 Regarded i one of the eunt ver-
~atile athletes in o isitiun-rich school, Wright etched Bis mame i e Tigers” fuwnball and
tarshethidi mvurd books

Wi stared it gquartertich for thiree vear and also wis o o
r Coich Bubb Daswson's buop juggentaot,

The 1 31385 pound disal-¢heca guarerhach, gkl the up-rver Tigers o thew besd three-
vear un in schoul prid history, ampi +sparkling 246 cand, highlighted by o sebuonl-best
U1 Jedger in his jusior scar, Wellwalle went 522 i Woght's senior 3 ar, w ith ot blemishes
L single point Wright was @ twaelinw al-OVAC fird-feam homoree whike als goaering
ll-Distract honoes. He wars ot a the valles's most pelilic gridders  aceuenuk g §2TH vands
i tustil allense and 13 Tix,

v s CVen mone impressive on the hasdwod.

Asamien: frowh, he pluy ed e imtegrd nole i the Ter winmieg 1R ol 23 gmes, pood Tor Class AA sectic
district championhips. AS i sophomione Wright., von £ ertingss athleticrm, sparkled in o 2141

hich saw the 1 n e N, | LPY poft Wellsville Sollowed thae with an OVAC Class A

ar ST it st guird

£ I

pionship in Wrght™s junuwr g
T set the table tor
Wright ks

I ey el 19-2aned agtiun clammud the tog spot in the UPLpull

o Bishetball seinan ke o wther in Wellwille boss” koo Riskory.
Welhuile 1o it Braever slsie loumament beh, The spotles Tigers fell w ayion Riuhon
1k The season alwo s the Colu s povhel anether OVAC Class AA crown
wits natned Estem District =Pl 1 whili pamenng second-team all-Chio hom

? 1]} 1 UL The twitime all-OVAC pek wan mamed ca

e

1 Bowling Gre versily. Wright lnded the stanting gua
S0 xank He followed that with more than 1100 pasry sands o
1-Mid Aiderican Conteretiee honor,

wadils I
i

2ht accepted a g
Job his junier x
while caming




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Melissa Hammond (Athiete 1980s)

Hammond (Shadysike High School. Class of 1989, This former Lady
3 stmdout in three spons during her prep carcer. but it was hasketball where
the bingheest.

nd was a four-year ketlerwinser for e Lady Tigers who wenl onlo a
aneer #l Wast Liberty State Cotlege, eiching her name into hisioey at both

yside, Hiemmond was a prolific shooter ¢n o 1o her school-pocond 1516
drmned 112 three-point goals. Her 46 poings, a5 2 junien, dunng in s game
ke Noxth 18 alss sops i school history.

et junior season, Hammond became just tie second femate in Ohio Valley history W average at least
1 pame at 0.2 She was mone than o scurer, however, as she averaged 9.1 ebounds, 6.2 assists, S0
dnllod 67 threg-point poals

tior. Hammund averiped 28,1 poings 3 gamse amd was tamed all-Chio Division 1V Stale Player of the
PL She alw averaged 9.5 rehownds, 8.1 assists, 6.5 steals, shot 48 percent from the toor, 801 pereent
and 58 percent [Tem three-pent range.
ind was nauned second-iem all-Dhio by The Associated Press twice and was selected 1o te Ohio
th Al-Star Game. She was captain of te all-OVAC wam twice.
wnd also clengbled as a sofiball player and theower for the rck tear,

wd foar letters 1 sufiball and three more in rack. She was an all-OVAC (it weam selection three bnies
and once an all-(hioan.

, she was an all-Fastern [istAct performer i the shol put and discus.

Eiherty, Hammond was a [our-year baskedhall samer She seored 2,150 points Troen 199093, which i~
st Liberty record and third-besi in WYIAC histery, Hanurcnd, who also stamed in softbal® at WESC,
cond female athlete t be mducled to the West Libeny Spores Hall of Fame.

Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 1980s)

Jeff Sweitzer (lirnoke High School. Class of 1987). This lormer Bruin was once
described by his high school coach. Paul *Bud™ Ballard. as the best player he cver
coached.

He's definitely one of the most decorated Brwins w come from the storied program
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpin

Sweitzer helped lead the Brwins 1o back-10-hack appearances in the West Virginia
state championship game as a quarterback during his jumior and senior seasons. He
wis a four-yezr mainstay fur the program, spending time as a rusning hack, defen-
sive back and kick returer before shifung w quarterhack.

As 2 senior. when the Bruins Gnished 11-2 gs the stale funner-up, Sweitzer set an
Ofio Valley record for total yardage with 3,399, He also accounted for 36 wuch-
downs. OF tus yardage wtal, he had 2.203 passing: 674 rushing and 522 o0 kick retums

AlLer that seninr season. Sweitzer, whe also shined in bascball for the Bavins. repeated on the tiest team
ali-state squad and was named the captain of the offensive una. He was alsu runner-up tor the Kennedy
Award that season, He was twice named all-OVAC and all-Valkey and was the CGaworade Stale Plaver of the
Year. He was also listed in the USA Today as West Virginia Player of the Year and an hunorble meation
1o the paper’s All-American Teum.

Sweitzer then acoepled a scholarship to the University of Akron. As was (he £ase a1 Brooke, Sweitzer
began as a kick rewrner and runming hack before becoming the guaaerbuck for his final two scasens

Tn two years, Sweitzer passed for 2.744 which s [ith on Akron's career sting. He passed for 1,599
yagds as i punior,

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990s)

Bernabei (Weirton Madomna High School. Class of 19931 This forner
Don was one of the most prolific and wnselfish baskethall players from the

felped 1o pusde te [ady Bhue Dons to three strught st toumament appeas-
furing b senior season o 1992, Madaning broughs home the school’s scromd
onship with a balhant 242 neeond.

1wl 1992 campaign, Bemabei averzged [7.5 pownts. six reboutids, svin assists
als per game while surpessing the 11X0-posnt mark. All ok, she tinished her
with [ (K02 peints wnd mone shin 00 career sssists

senor season. Terahet wis named capain of the West Virginia Class A All-
ind captan of the OVAC Class A-AA West Virginia leam when baskethall was 1
e alsy comipeted in Both. the OVAC and Nosth-South all-star games. All cold. Bernabei was a threg-time
1o was a second ceam choiee s a sophomeone and a fint leam selection as 3 jumor

skethatlt was where Berncbei made her mark. she also excetind for Madunna in uack and ficld s well
wing lettens n cach sport. [ 1993, Bemabet brought two geld medals home from the West Virginia
et She was a part of the winning 4x200-meter nefay as well as the winning shutde hundle relay. She
the state cunzer-op 4x 0meter relay leanm. Dunng the (992 tennis scason, Bermabed wies a part of an
nNg deubles wam in teonis.

completed her degree in 1997 from West Liberty Stae College. Duneg her carcer with the Lady
she scored 1,37 pnts and finished with 1,107 assists, which is the NCAA Division [ recond. During
cason, Bemaber was named WVIAC Player of the Year and Division 1 All-American afler belping wy
10 4 NCAA Toumament appearance. She wis named Jinst team all-conferenge in the WVIAC all four
s inducted 50 the Wast Libesty Athlketic Hall of Hame in 2002,

entered the coaching runks o West Vingini Wesleyan, She was there for a vear and has also worked i
rucky. West Virginia an the University of Maryfand when she won 2 national championship ring as un
ach an recruiting coondinator,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

hard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (GvAC *Contributor)

*“Dick” Thurnes {Benwowd Union High School, Class of 1936). During
career as 2 head Football coach at theew dilferent spots. Thurmes won an
75 peroent of his games (112-36-7). Even mons impressive. however, win
1t five Thurnes-coached reams posted undefeatsd records.
. stop was Camcron High School. where he compiled a throe-year mark
highlighted by an unbeaten (7-0-1) wan in 1936 which was ranked No, 2
A Virginia small school wams.
Uren enoved on 1o Warmen Consolidated High School, serving ax head coach
s (1958-64) and posting a 78-26-6 mark, His weams put logether unbeaten
1961, "62, "6 and *67 The first three of those teams wen OVAC Class A
hips whike all four were Easiorn Ohie Athletic League kingpins.
pping aside for a couple of years, he relumed w coach the newly-consolidaed Thuckeye South
first twos scasons (1972-73), posting a combined 16-3-1 record.
ved several "Cuxach of the Year' awards - froen the Wheeling Incelligencer i 19642 T Times Luader in
he Fastem Ohio Alhetic | gague in 1961, 62, 65 and *67; and the AP Fasiern Disiric in 1963 and *67.
was alse the recipient of the Belmont Hills Counury Club's 27th Asnual Achievetng Feaball
ward in 1963 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 13an Club's Qutstasding Achigvement Award in 1967,
inducted inte the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Halk of Fare in 1985,
» wais also a long-time assistant baskethall eoach o fellow OVAC Hall of Famer Henry Lasasz and
ached baseball, wtack and goif at various times dunng his cancer.
schuol. Thumes was  three-vear Jetierman in foetball as a center-linchacker, gauning thied Lcam
‘irginia recognition and Frst wam all-OVAC henors
100 to play a1 West Libenty Stawe College an the “Golden Er” of Coach Jue Barell. starting al
wwe undefeated Wwams and playing in the Pythion Buwl and the Smoky Mountain Howl. both
VICIOTLES.

Kyle Rose (Ahlete 1990s)

Kyle Rose (River High Schoul. Class of 1990k This thig-spon Pilot athlete was o standogt
on and off th: Geld during his Four years in Hannibal, caming four leners in haschalt o g alung
with three letters cach w wiestling and football.

Haschall was where Rose mede his presence [elt for the Pilols, He was a fouryear mamstay
al catcher and in the hean of the Pilos' bawng ender. He baned 366 s a loeshian, A73 as
a sophomone, 500 as 2 jumer and 536 8 2 senior en roule [ e OVAC Player of the Year
awands, As 4 sophomere, Rose had an onehase percentige of 695 amd b was 30201-32 sicaling
Baeses, That mark s still an Oue Valley sandand. AR wld, he hit 13 horw: rns and drove 76
Tuns, but mssed L0 games bs 2 seror alter a bout with mon.

Afier his senior copnpign, he wias mand firt-lean ali-Otio, alk-Eastern District, albOVAC
and all-Valley. He played in both twe Ohio and OVAC all-star games.

In fouthall, B phiryed Leilback for the Pilods and racked up all sors of yandsge and 2 hostof honors. As 2 senior., e
waas first cearm all: Fastém Districs. afl-OVAC and all-Valley after rushing Tor 800 yards and sconng eight touchdowns.
Jor hus career, Rose amassed 1,532 yands and 14 wouchcdowns in theee scasons. He was also a defensve standuut with
183 toal tackles, six sugks, four imterceptions wnd soves fumble recoverics.

His wrestling canver didn’t begin until e wiss a sophommuare, but he picked i up quickly. As a suph, he finished 15-12,
but wmned it on as i junior and went 27-8, He was founh it the OVAC Wrestling Toumanwnl and advanced to the Ohio
Distnet Toumanent. He fully amived in his grappling canser 95 2 semor Posting a 36-3 revord, Rose advaneed 10 the
OVAC finals hedore falling. He then won the sectional and distnct s al 152 pounds to gualily to the sate wurmament
where be advanced 10 the finabs and senled for the silver medal, He finished with a 78-23 nocond.

While having plenty of aptons ahout continuig his athletic carer at the collegiate level, Rosé ivcepted a scholar
ship w Mercer College in Georgia e play baschall. Playing in every game as o reshman, Kyle baned 294 and was
chosen as conference Treshman of the year. However. his cancer and lile underwent a crue) twist on Dec. 12, 1991
when he was involved in a ¢ar svident. Rose survived. but is confined 1 4 wheelkchad After spending

A% % "rl L
~ix moaths . and out of surpenes and therapies, Rose went hack 1 schoal al Ohio Usiversity Easiem for two years
and then. in 1994, earolled it West Libeny State College whene he later camed bis degne in secomdary education in
mathermatics. In 1998, Rose was hired al his prep alma mater s o math leacher, He's also since camed iy nLasier's
degree from Marygrove College. His handicap didn’t prevent from slaying invelved in spors as be was aunad Bl
haseball coach of his altma mater in 1998 and be hekd the post anut 2007, He ded dw Pilots W the OVAC tite in 20053,

Charles E. Petty (OVAC ‘Family’)

Charles E. Petty {Pomeroy High Schooal). The entire Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
owes 4 debt of gratitude e Peity and the otber cight “Tounding Eathers.”,

Littke lid that small group knask back i 1943 when they brought tegether 20 schouls
From hoth sides of the Ohio Rivee that they would establish whal would become (as of
20117 1 $tkschool bi-sate conlerence, regirded by maost as the largest functional high
schual conference in the nation,

Fhe ariginal OVAC member schools included Bellair, Tollansbee. Li
Ferry, Moundsville, Powhatan, Shadyside. St Johe Ceneral, Steube
Catholic Centeal. Tiltonsville, Triadelphia, Union, Warwood, Weir,
Liberty, Wheeling. Wheeling Central Catholic and Yorkville,

Petty was a key cog in b OVAC in it early years, serving as the first efficial
exeeusive secretary for 13 years (rom 1944.56, Tonger than anyone bhas been in that position excem for Sam
Mumley W this point.

Puwty euached the pre-OVAC boys” track propram at ‘Trisdeiphia High School. winning the 1941 West
Virginia ow-class championship after fnishing as runncr-up four linws and placing Lhird twice,

After eoaching and (eaching mathematics at Triadelphia High. he served boefly as principal at Woodsdale
Tunior High, He then joined Finsly Military Inatiwie in 1942-43, serving athlene director and wis the head

askeibadl couch from [944.51 cond team (1944.45) won the OVAC Class AA Litle with a 16-5 record
football a1 Linsly.
several years atone of the Ohin Valley™s premicr high school Lrack ingets 2t
‘I'tiadeliphia - The Intelligencer Relays = which had a three decade run befure emuling in the [950s

Pelty then maved w St Pelersburg, Florida in the summer of 1956 and Laught in junior high until he passed
away al age 57 in 1463,

Hom i 1906 in Ripley. W. Vi, he graduated Irom Pomeroy «Chio) High school; stierkfed the University
of Flarids for two years and graduated from che University of [linois. He received a master's degnee from
the University of Pinsburgh.

nsly. Martins

John Kirker (Media)

John D. Kirker {Wellsbueg High School. Class of 1933, Bem in Follansbee is 1913,
Kirker's [irst taste of the newspaper business came at the old Wellsburg Daily Herald
as a high school student, He wietd sports and was cventually the managing editur of the
paper when he left for the Army Air Corps in 1942

Upuns his discharpe from the service in 1946, he b
sports editor of The Hersld-Swr newspaper in Steubo ¢ until moving into the 5
department as a district editor for the remainder of his career, He was the longest-
serving spocts editor in the newspaper’s history. covering all high school spores as wel
as logal college spurts and sumer cvents,

He was inducied into e Ul ity al Steubenville Spons Hall of Fame in §981,
the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame in 1988: and the Upper Ohua Vidley Dapper
[Dan Hall of fame in 1989,

Kirker wias a member of several high school allsstar selection commitees. including those choosmg the
All-Easiem Distrct and All-Ohio watts.

He also served as an emcee at numerous local sports functions and was a nng anpouncer at local boxing
evenls.

Toor Kirker, hamess racing was a personal passion. He owned and rained 17 horses fur many years. regu-
larly auending the Litthe Brown Jug event in Dulaware, Oho. el conteibuting numerous arucles to vanous
harness raging publications.

a 29-veur run [1946-T4) as




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

C.R. (DiCk) Dei (Coaches)

C.R. tDick) Dei iWheeling Ceniral High School, Class of 19595 Ty was th
archiwctaf the OVALTs nunt dominant boys” wick program st Wiheclisg bk igh.

During the school’s fiest 13 vears (1977-8%, te Patfiors won cight OVAC Clina
-4 crampienshigs and tinsbesd secorsd thice Lines, won nine West Vinginia Regon
lithes arid caplured three West Virginiz Cliss AAA s champivenships while (inish-
ng s the ruonerup twice

Unulor the guivkinee of D whio cuachund 22 All-Ameriva track honopees durmg
bes cancer, Fark lostanly two dual naects in 13 seasons,

He was mamed Wesd Mirginia Teack Coach ol the Yoar on two ovesisions and che
Oheo Valley Tk (' ol the Year by “The Inwlligencer iwice.

The coiech extahlished e of the wrea™ wop isvilationad meets - the Pepnt Park Clisic - sehivh was lueer
senned the Uick Bei Trck Clasac, Hye designed Wheeling Fark's all-weather tack Tarlity and is fesponsible
Tor amplensenting the (ird phe inmning < Woest Vizginia high schoal. with Park ™~ syswem
originally used at the W Vi Stawe mees i Charleston. He served as chaionam of the OVAC Track
Committee and the CVAC Track Champronships. West Virginga Kegion Meet dineetor: a oember of e Wost
Vizginia Stale Track Mect Conmitice: and wi o prosenier ok and Field Clom

Dt neeeived the A, Thom Awarl n 1990 foe Wil Nirging ik nd Cunuibutions: and wis st
the OVAC Cal Gitlin Teack Oficial of the Yearin 1993 1e wis b honord by the Uppaer Ohio Malley Dapper 1
Club an the WV, Spars Wrikers Associition,

I ducted inuthe Wheeling Park Athletic allof Fame in 195 and the West Litweny Stue College
Hall of Fame in 2004

i phvad Toatsall i Wheeling Cemral
University. He begin a3 i

Y s vamed J amasker's degnoe rom Wt Vi

1965 at Bellaire Hegh, serving s bead ik voa
and assistant ies Tootball. He atso coicheu as 3 totball assistant at Martin, ey hewd Toethall coach i Adengg;
aml beasd oothall ard ik cuach at Wheling High, He alwo served s sdelensive coonlinator ot feth, v Cullepy
i 1980, Belping the Basom o an NCAN Diviaon 11 playell berh. He poraed away in 2007 an the i ol 66,

Larry Shaw (Coaches)

Larry Shaw (Shinly Spring High School, Cliss of 19735, Mention wresiimg m i
e Mlley Ashieue Cenfetence or amyshere in the sie of Wesl Virginia arl pu
b SNhu s e cuties o mind i achumy After all. Shaw was a fixiure in the mat
sport lur 31 years

He b the Tears o qon incacdible run of 13 consecutive Wi Virginia Class AAeA
s clhampronssps frong (097-2000, 4 feat unmaiched by any OVAC or West Vinsinia
Progriiz in any spor. Prioe ne Oak Glen deepping 1o the AAA munks. Shaw -led warns
Pt Tve stz Cliss AANA runner-op Ginishes 11957497 5

I OVAC Tonrmanment action. Shaw's wains won ning class i, michwhog cight in o
o T 20002008 in Class 302 The Bears sem the oserall githe v tinkes (1991 3000,
200, 2005 sl 20071 1 wering bis tenure, Shaws leams won £ 3OVAC dual ket ithes §Class 3-r i 955
U ] Cliss B 2, 2000, 010, 00 DR, 16,07, 0% amd 1R aned b Ginished with
fvond ol 3096, e gserched 51 ste ol than 160 ethers w ho canie

Shas wars named the OVAC afl-sport e 2002 ned 2007 ~
Coadhi ol the Year o 13 oecar
times ol i the only wresthing coach w be selevied the West Virginia 3l sperrt {u
Sports Wrikers Assasciaton 1200k He wirs named the 2008 Natumal W restling Coach of the
USA Magaane and was 2 finadisg for the awand i 2004

Shira, o 1Y e of Cimcont Cillepe wh camed his onecer's degnee Trom Mashall Uivenity, 1
ot ol the W, VL Wrestling Cosches Assoviition o past vice-prossieol of the Wit Vi Chapie
J umd 2 oot nwmber ol e WYSSAC uwd COVAC Wresting Conuni
awisied 0 procducing s instesonal siden fo wrestling adlickls Jor the NPHS Officaong Wresling (
Methads Course amd has worked it countkes wrsthog Cimes. Shis wins the Upper Ohwi Valky Duprp
Club's CenMan of he Yoar in 2000 was inducked inw the Ralesgh € senty Wiestteng Hall of 300 m 200,
Hudte Uppur Ohino Valley Hall of L in 20 e Nawonal Weestling Hall of Fune n 2010 ad earlier 1
e the Nigtional High School Spotts Talt of e hy the Natical Ledesinon of 3 High Schod A

i

Plennie Clutter (ofmciats)

Flennie Clutter IWhevling ligh Schoul, Class of 19431 THe ranks among the best
ofticials af all-time in the Ohiv Valley, spending M1 vears as i sl releree and 25
saitrs as 3 baskehall ofTicial,

Clutter s officiating carver began the urging of the Tuee A Wik Murray, @
vharder menmber of the OVAC Hall of Fanig in the olf Teaegory, anl e worked
his sy up (ram junior varsity games o the 1op of the ullie rhl in buth spuns

He camed assigeaents w work four West Virgona ste bigh sehool loothald
vhampionship pames aond three site baskethall oumaments

Cluner oflicitad nunerous sectional and regionad pemaneng samies in Wt
Varginia amd warked several OVAC ATSr Foothall Games. He was dlso selectesd as
the relere in the 1982 Uhiv NorhSouih All-Niar Gane,

He bs e Honorary Lise Member ol botdy the Ohio Vidley
O wrgnizutions. He was the secipient of the Robert | awson Oflicials Awand al the OVAC Hakethadl
Classic i 2008,

Cluter alsa worked foatball and  baskednll
Conlerence

Asan athlete, Cluteer was i all-West Vicgimia selection in Tt and baskerball a1 Wheeling igh, A
aseior he wits nained the all-sinte caplain amd ke the Wildeats ws the state Baskethall chawpronship under
coach ¥, Everen Brinkman,

He was offered a Toothall swholurship wthe Gniversity of Alaban, he entered the Navy during Worhl
War [l He pluyed one vear wath the Philadelphio Noaval Base ml then aiter tultifling bis nulicuy
bligauion. T played prodessionad haskethall s [ mpfaml Wies e o T was sl iy
N 1946 OVAC AL Star Lasichadl Giene

kethadl €eflicials and Ohio Valley Fuathall

gimes a0 the Wit Virginga dntercollepiale: Athlelic

Edgar Martin (Athlete - 19405

Edgar Martin i Warw ood High Schuol. Class of 13453 A multi-spon high sehawil
and cullepe stndout despite his size of o4 and weighing boaween 130-145
peutids, e Telt his miark an e OVAU and i Valley ~pons

A lhreesime AB-t ! worweee in- hasherball 1 and 19458 and Toothal
A19H), e hwelped the 2 Wil the find OVAC Clss A Ave-sehoal City
ul Wheelmg crown with 490 accoed in 1944, Ts hasketbail "
e OVAC Ll deans which went 15-60and 223 The 1848 Uity of Wheehing title
teank aiser won the W Vi sovuon and region crowns and advaneed o the one-class
sale towmamenn befon: bowng o Beckhey Wil Wilson, As a senior 1 51 9-3
e Baathall sini. he rowned akickisT 85 vards to ~score i e kean's ondy Joss
a1 Lol He s o ibind seam all-viate one-class selection.In haskethadl, be camed
feam nny and sgored 42 potits it rare ol a the Gime - m o H0-68 w
Fillzunshyse

AL Nethimy Callege, Be wis a three-sport st diotball. basketball. hasetallh and wins o
Al Virginia Conlienemes Sushethall et anans, As i semior, he averged 2.5 s

Adier coaching i high school at Jeflerson Urson amd Tansty, he coached almi mater Hethamy Cull

1 years from 1956-66, including i 17-1 secord Presidents” Athleue Contenenee il wim in 1962
S PAL champonship club in (904
ishied i areer at Wost Liberty State as athletic director trom 197488 and alo coached has
Srom 173 Tk was one ol the originl organizees of the current. Beast of the 1t summer b
TRITEICNS § B dwmor, Martin died 1 1989,

Bob Jeter iathicte - 19505

Bob Jeter iWeir High Schout, Class of 19561 Possibly the onnt promment
fanic ko bridee the vansition rom segreganed sehouls il inwegrated cduca
Lion in the Ohio Valley, He win o multi-<port scandous segregated Dienbar
High Schual in Weirton through his usior season of 1935, With Inlcgrton
10 Wesd Virginia, he fimshed at Wi Eligh Sehood and became the fird black
athlete o be sevagnized an the Al-Sue football selections by e W V.,
STy Writers Assicistim, A lwoeway baek, be wis o thin s Chasice.

In his one season at Wear High, he helped the Red Bk o an 8- 12 aecord and
the OVAL Class AN ke

Ruwruised by she University o ki he became a three-season W way
regular As o senivn, the All-Big Ten honoree seta Rowe Bowl rushing record i 1959 which lisied
twi decades belare broken by 1SC Marcus Allen Jewer rushed for 191 vurds an valy nane carrics
and seored on a recond 80-vatzd 115 run in a =14 win sver Ul o

Adter being selected o play i the Tast Waest Shrine Game. b was the No, 2 dralt chueg o ihe
Lircen Hay Packers in 1960 but apted o play in the Canadian 1oathall League with the Vancouver
B Lions and the Hanslion Tiger Ciis G Two seasons, Fe then pined the Packees as o delensive
back-wide recemver and plyed in three simight N1 w aning clampronship games and started the
fiest twar Super Buwl games Ty the winning Packers in 1966 and £967. An Al (wice A P
Bow D seleetion, be plived crght NEFL seasons and tinsshed Jus career by plaveng thre seasons witl:
the Clhecugn Bears,

A member ol the W Na. Sports Hall of Lame amd Upper Ohie Valley Erapper [rn Hall o ame
I was the 1970 Drapper P Man ol the Year. Soter daed in K05

Jim McCormick (athiete - 19505)

Jimt MeCormick (Mageolia High School, Cliss ol 1955 Arguably the No, | Blue
Lagle bashethall product. he set or tied 53 schil reconds whike playing vnly Lwa
LAY seasons,

Asaseion, e carmed AN-OVAC Clins A honors and AW, Va, i
wated 613 points for a0 392 per game avers
yaitrs, He alva seored 51 pennds in
Tive devades. e avera;
[y Fagles,

Aller high sehoal, ihe 6-liot-3 guard prepped tor g vear auold Greenhrice Mititary
in Lewishurg, WAL where he stirted on an unbeaten - praduate teant composed
of severad high school alltars.

He coretled an West Virginia Liniversity as an invited watlk-on zend was the seennd leading searer
Tuture AT Amencan Kod Tharn on WYL second-vver unbeaten freshman wam

In it thind game ol Bis sophomere seison, he becanie 3 varity starter for te rest o s garee
Thorn, formed a top backeourt which Ted WU 1 three Somtbern {unlerence
Tournament benths, Tle averaged duuble Tigures all tiree sears and soored 1136 carcer puints w
the time, was (i all-tiow i WYL istory behind four AlE-Americans — Jerry Woesg, Rowd Hundie
MWorkman und Thoem. MeCormick and Tharn were feaured on the cover of the 1962 WAL [3q
Media Gude

Aller wice vaning All-Southern Conrereiee socomd i and honarable mentkm All-Ame
Becime Magnofia~ only NBA dratiee in the sixth round by the Cincinnati Renvads. bue o fist injur:
his pro cireer

MeConaick i member ol the WAL Sports Hadl of Fime and wan sefected on 1he siv-player £
AlTime WYL Team,

ton when he
* bath sehool zecords which lased 45
game which lis been ticd, but not broken after
ged 221 puints For his career. Fle also played baseball for the

Rick Boron (atietc - 19605)

Richard I Borew (50 Tuhn Contral High Schual, ¢ Tass o 19655 Bhe wan 3 thiee.
spurt pestormer G dlie lighiing Irish, but it was on the pridicon where by pasme

Mationad revugezlivn,

B blussomsnd under the wiclage of Coach Ban Metnew inw g LWL S8 ity
a senii The multi-talented gridder seored 120 paints as g sepaor w rushéng lor
9% samls on jest U1 carres, He also hauled i 28 pasaes for $63 addinonal + Fipes

While Boron was an offensive <y nanmio. Bie was just as hughly-regardyd for tis prow-
ewatdefensoe back, As wsenior, fie intereepied three enetny Passes aml also retumed
i punt KX yazds For 0T MeGirews i former [fundne and profossionied eridder, called
Buren “the best delensive back | ever s

Tor his senior esplots. Bor wes nanied woihe presigions Srade Magezine
Adl-America High School Foothall Teon, He was also a By eant all-OVAC |
Fastern Chianed AP all-Ohies honoree, Beron alw leiered four sears in basehall at 81 and twa seasois
0 baskethall,

He wirned down an ol
Schembechler o pla

and imstesd aceepiad o scholarship Jzom Caach 1o
ton Buron never regreied, e was a threc-year regudar
Tor the Redskins as a defensive back . He orded secomd weam adle Mid-American Conlerence honors
aJumor and 1irst leam plaudics as asenwe, He left the COxford-hasad vampus with several grud records,
mcluding mest interceptons i g season 475 amd Freshean record for inereeplions ¢51_ Ruron finshed his
Miartn caneer in third place un the career intereepuon lisg 14,

Hagon distinguished hivell m e prep coaching ranks s well, He ser *hin Wadsworth
High fer five seasons, comp a -Gk Dunng that wnure, he received a host ol coach of the ear
awands. inchading the Cleveling Plin Dealer il the Akaw Beegon Jowrnal, Roron el Wil orth o wrve
it ez ssantaad st Miani beluore heading mino privaie hysiness

Randy Donahue (Amietc - 19605)

Randy Donadree (N amen Consoliclaed High 5 lisd, Class of 19652, The area that oiakes

ugr e Huckese Local School District has had counthess siellar foothall Players in s anngls
w4l el e suceess it Donghoe did, howeyer,
Ihe 611, L 235-pounder is reparded i one ot the hest linermzn 0 4 hsa Valley Fiskory. sened
thiat Jonty alestgiintion i wel L supponed, Donabue was the it OVAC PHaseer 1o he scconded
fir e Farecde Magnzine Al Americt hanors (79641, In the 196Kk, Ohio was divided
i jest two ks m foctball, bun be il managed the respeck and adivszaion ol coaches
Uhrouztiout the st s he was voted i three-Lime istien AP all-Chis Clin A selecton
elensive ekl i asophomons and jumer and sifemsive tckle s o swemor,

FTe line rean was s Tiweavear saner Toe Cogch Dick Thumes” Blue Ranshiers. Thurmes,
sty 2001 e inductee, put logelher an mazing siring of sgevess in the

NRyOr g in ghat aachine: Donahue ksted defeal just once
irs i e Rannhlers seng 901900 7211 and 940 in that span. Thiee ol those gnd ju
ipisnships.

Demahue, who alwo exeelled on the aseha?l disnwond. spearheaded 3 Warren Consaelidated slefonse
recorded seven shutouts i his senior campagn. He revendod 64 tckles and 25 doeisis thit seasin. His
sttt i soploiiion: ape steiking In ust nine games. e woawiy wetor registened T2 ckles and 52 ass

Alter such el prep career and with ideal se. it e 3o wonder Db was showensl wath adlepe
seholarship ntiers He eventually stgacd o grant-in-nid with West Virgimi Unisersity, Fawe dealt hin g ers
howeser, as i the swoeer beline e Jert Jor Morgamown, Dimahue ket the sision o one of his wves in
workbvutting accident, Much w his credit, be slCattempie w play tor the Moungtineers. bul the hands
feun much weovereon returmed boowe amd ok a b wath Wheeling-Pitsbureh Steel and he als wrve
P s WRITen Losship nesee. Donahine passad asay sevesil vears ago

B ©




)REVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Crag Miller (Aete - 19705)

Ier |Bndgepont High School, Class of 1979), He was an all-siar
yer and standout basketbatl player for the Bulldogs, but it was n
Ald where Miller is remembened as one of the best to ever perform
Valley

| superh size at 6 1. 3 and 200 pounds o be the punsshing fullbock-
W the rugped post in hasketball that he was. bul that size was combined
peed which he utilized W excel in three distinet events in rack. His
srsatility drew him the tag as the Bulldogs” most versatile athiew: since
xk

s the greatest discus theower of his erit, He used his clongated frame

athleticism (o become the first Ohio Valley prepsier o twicl the platter mone than 170 feer,
a new valley standird with his 172-10 toss an the district meet as a senior. 1o the 32 years
o discus throwens have betened tha mark. Miller was state runner-up in the discus axa
+ also placing second in the Betlaine Relays as a junior and senior. The powurful Bulldog
with the premier shotputters during that time, owning 2 best of 52 feet, Miller was equally
s track where he was 3 prime-time high hurdler. recording the best time in the Ohie Valley
with g scorching 14,7 clocking.

s also 1 the-year letterman al Brdgeport in basketball where he was the leading rebounder
rank Baxter cach season, Miller averaged [5.4 poinls a game as 2 senior,

1. he earmed all-Chie, all-OVAC and all-Valley honors afler a senior year which saw him
s, which included three field goals and 21 kicking PATs. another sign of his all-around
»as a blockang Fullback, bat stifl managed 422 yards on jusi 90 wies for the 8- 1 Bulldops of
1 Bruney, He also averaged 40 yards per punt.

1o aceept a foutball scholarship w Miams of Obio University, where he lettered four years
i and was accorded all-MAC hunors ax a [junior.

f

Pat Miller (Athlete - 1970s)

{
i

Pat Miller 111 (Shadyside High School, Class of 1979}, He was able 1o do what few
athletes can do. that heing a star in two spons during the same season,

Miller was nothing short of sensational for the Tigens in haschall, letenng four
Limes. His tremendous diamond time did nothing to adversely impact hes track caneer
where he was wqually as exceptivnal.

The talented Tiger was also a stellar griddec and also possessed the prowess Lo
graduate with a 3.94 GPA.

Miller captained the Tiger bascball wam both as & junior and 2 senior, the later
season one in which he hit for a sizzling 431 average, That proved a springbvard
e seleeted 10 panticipate i the All-Ohio Basehall Series.

He was selected an EOBI, all-str all four seasons and all-lastern District three seasons, Miller's diamond
explos carned him a basehall scholarship to Ohio University.

While his prep bascball resume is quite glittening. it may take 2 backsea w bis track and ficld accomplish
ments. Miller achieved the ultimate by winning the state pole vault title in 1979, He alsa linished sixth in the
high hurdles in the same state meet. He won vinuatly every pole vault compelition as a semor, except for the
Bellaire Relays which was in its heyday, Muller was third in the pole vault and thied i the high hurdles i
that mcet. finishing as the lop local scorer in the sie’s second-largest meet at the ume.

The ternfic Tiger was a two-time all-Valley honores and was selected to The Tntelligenees's abl-Decade
Track Team,

He enjoyed much gridiron sug s well. The hard-running Tiger camed all-¢hio honors both his junior
and seraor campaigns, The three-year grid lenerman was finst weam all-OVAC, all- Valley and all-Lastern
Distnict his last two seasons,

Miller, who served as the Tigers™ captain as a senior, followed m hrs father's foatsteps and played in te
OVAC AlLStar (Game.
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Willie Clay Amiete - 19805)

tay (Linsly School, Class of 1988). This former Cadet did it all during
-ars on (b Wheeling campus. While carmang letiers in three sports,
lhe football field whene he made his biggest impact w0 the Cadets”

< the unquestioned Jeader and must necogiized player on leams which
nseeutive pames and recorded the first twa undefeaued seasons in the
Jdory when it finished 10-0 in 1986 and 9-(hin 1987, Exeelling as a deten-
vide receiver and kick retaener, Clay camed numerous postseivon honors
sareer. As a senior, despite e Caders’ run-finst offensive sehenws, Clay
vcateh M passes For 328 yands and five touehduwns, He also look two
ck for touchduwns and had five increeptions, He was named all-Stase.
wnd all-Valley. He was the captain of te hig-school 1eam afier his senioe season
wasketbadl court. Clay Jed the Cadets in has senior season with a 17.5 poinls per game average
ting 48 percent from the Moor. He also passed out 170 assidts ¢ roote o carming all-OVAC
ley
weing. Clay It up arca baseball diamunds, He batted 423 as 2 sentor and was named all-OVAC
lev.
his success on su many surlaces. i was foolbali that was s calling 4 the next level. Clay
seholarship w auend Georgia Tech University where he cared all-ACC honors twice. Al one
held the Yellow Jackets' school record for interceptions (161 after staning in the defensive
4 Ihree scasins
Clay was drafeed in the ¢ighth round by the Deisoit Lions and played cight seasons inthe NIFL..
tyesl ur the New England Patios for three seasons and one with the New Orleans Saints, Al
yed in 118 Ni1L games and started %0,

Sharon Vincent (Athiete - 1980s)

Sharon Vineens (St Clairsville High Scheol, Class of 19810 This Lady Red Deval
was casily one of the mest decorated ancd suceesstul springers ever to grace the avals in
the Ohio Valley,

Vincent finished her prep carver wilh ¢ight staw medals and led 5t O 10 iLs only stale
championship in school history i June of 1981 [n that state meel her senior seasun,
Vincent capped an undefeated campaign in both the 1000 and 2Kkmeter dashes by spont-
1ng to the GHSAA st championships in both events in 12,15 and 24.79, respectively.

Vincent won a staie guld as a sophomon: as wetl as 3 member of the Lady Red Devils®
440-yard relay Leam, $he was he state runner-up in the 200 and placed fifth in the 100 that
season, Prive 1o breaking through in Columbes as a senior. Vineent was the slate runner-up
in the 100 and bronze medalist in the 200 45 a junior

The only individual loss Vincenl suflered as 2 senior came in the 400-meter dash at the
distrcl meel where she ook thund. but still rn an impressive $8.7. Tin roule o b st mewt performances, athketes
competed i sectionals and disiricts whene she won 19 championships. She was a tree-time sectional and district 1K)
and 200-meter champion.

At the OVAC meet, Vineent wan a ttal of 12 conferenes champronships. She was a (hie-time champion in both
the: 100 and 2000, At the time of her praduation. Vincent held ¢ight me records and thre all-gie Ohio Valley reconds.

Vingent, wha sull holds the 106, 200 and 400-meter dash school recurds, was named 51 Clairsville's Most
Valuahle Athlete four limes and was abo named afl-Districe Athlewe of the Year. She also compeied in the presis-
pious Midwest Meet of Champions in the 100-meter dash in 1981

Adler ber prep ganger, Vineent accepled & schalarshup 1o Tasen Kentucky University. She competed there for two
weasons hetore wansferming o The Chio St University whene she completed her bachelor of ans degra i ccanomics.

Vincent. who was inducted o the S1. Clairsvilke Alhletic Hall of ame s a member of the 1981 st champion-
ship leam and then in 2007 as an individual athlete, later camed a masier's degree (rom Cerbin.

T.J. Hannig (Athiete - 1990s)

wig (Linsly Scheol. Class of 1996). This three-spont Cadet standoyt
an all-around athlete, ta it was on the soccer lield where he made his
HIGL
armed fous lenens for the Cadets as their searting gozlkeeper for wams
s a 70-13-10 record. Ingluded in those seasons were two OVAC all-class
92 and 1994, The Cadets were winming these titles because opposing
souldn’t get the hall past Harnig. who set the Ohio Valley record with 41
s, Overall, he owned i (LR poals against averape, His exploits didn't
+d. He was twige named all-CVAC and captained the all-Valley tam us a
xas also ramed Gatorade Player of the Year and a Parade All-American
raskethall court, Hannig blessomed as a senior, sconng nearty L7 points 3 game and grabbing
inds en route 1o all-OVAC and all-Valley accolades. In 1mck and field. Hannig competed in a
s, but 3 was in the long jump whens he siood out. He set the OVAC record with 2 mark of 21
inches and won three gonlgrence tithes (high hurdies, high jump and long jump).
weepted a scholarship for soceer 1o the University of Bnidiana whens he s@rted in net from 1997-
nished No. 1 in U history with 42 shutouts and second in victories (63). The Housiers plaved in
sutive NCAA Yinal Fours, winaing the NCAA lithes in 1998 amd 1999, defeating Stanford (3-1)
“fara ¢[-0), respectively. Hannig and OVAC and NBA Halt of 1mee Jobn Havlicek {Brdgepon
he anly v OVAC preducts W play in three consecutive NCAA title games. Hanmig's name (s
Indiana University record book. He ranks seventh at [U with 176 saves, and the 23 victories in
w for the maost in 2 season,

collegian cancer. Hanmig, was sclocied in the MLS Dt and spunt lime with [2.C United. He also
he Pittsburgh Riverhounds.

Quincy Wilson (Athicte - 1990s)

Quincy Wilsen (Weir High, Class of [999). This former Rud Rider was 2 muhi-sport
standot, but it was on the football Geld where he eamed his highest acelaim.

Wilson rewne Ctio Valley akd West Virginia record books as he helped lead the Red
Ridkers 0 the LY98 West Virginia Cliss AA staie championship,

As 2 senior on the state charmpionship squad. Wilson became the Girst Ohie Valley and
West Virginia prep athlete to accurmulzie 3,000 yards in a season. Al lold, Wilson rushed
for 3.267 yards, He scored an Ohio Valley record 37 wuchdowns and finished with 282
paints. which is seeond best alllime in the Ohio Valley, wrailing only Jack Sumons of New
Cumberland. who scored 28R points in (919,

Wilson, a four-vear ketterman, fnished hus prp caner with 6,162 yards. but 5.624 of e
came: <huring hus Junior and senior seasons since he plaved prmardy on delensive duning Tis it
two seasons, For his caneer, he seored 93 tuchdowns and S6u points, wath all bu seven TDs and
44 porns came sluring his jumor and senior scasons, Wilson ok his play to another level when the postseason. rolled
around. He sel all-gme Wit Vingnia neconds with 1671 vands and 23 loachudowns in seven playoll games. Inclkled is
o simgle-game revond of 327 yards. In 1994 staie lile pame dpainst Dupont, Wilson mn for 250 yards and two scones.

Wilson won nearly every postseason awand imapinable. He was numed Gatocade State Player of the Year and sharal
the Kennedy Award with Nitro's LR, House after he finished fourth in th ballotng as a jorior. He was named find-cam
all-State twice and capiined the All-Valley tam amd was twice nameal al-OVAC. He also played baskuhall i Weir High.

Ater accepling, 2 scholarship to Wit Virginia University, Wilson fought his way up the depth chan and through a
enedical redshirt Befoee Pursung onto the scene 0 a big way m 2003 He ran for 1,380 yands and 12 touchdowns en
rouie o being named WYU's Offensive MYP and won the leam’s awand for all-aroard excellence, Wikson played in
44 games at WYUL running for 2608 yands and 20 TEs. He b caught 20 balls.

Wilson was then selected in the seventh round as the 219th player iaken by the Atlania Falkeors. He was released
and cventuably signed wilh the Cincianat Bengals. with whom he spent pans ol four seasons, He was also dralted
in the inaugural UTT. Draft by the orida Tuskers.

Ashley Battle (athiete - 2000s)

atrle (Linsly Schoat, Class of 2000). When wsked 1o name the greawst gids
layers in Ohio Valley history. this Temer |ady Cadets” name is atways ong of
woned. Akl for pood reason.

aved on the Linsly campus at the urging of some of her family and friends
way from the rough section of her hometown of Pilsburgh. She went to
ke an admissions lest pror W entering high schoal and seemingly the rest

© arrived 3t Linsly, the girls® basketball iam was struggling, but she helped
wand quickly and wventally led Linsly o an undeteated scason in 1998-99.
4, she pecamee the school's J-time leader in nurcns statistical calegorics,
oints £1.532). cehounds (823), assixts (385) and steals (371).

named OVAC Class A Player of the Year four consecutive seasons and was
1 all-State pick in West Virginia.

viving countless ceeruiung Jeters, Battle eventually chose 10 continue her cancer at the Universily
icut over the Ikes of Duke. Penn State and Suanford,

1n. xha joincd with Dianna Taurasi and Magia Conlon and belped lesd the Lady Huskics to three
ivmal Championships. including an undelied season in 003,

ax 1 standoul on she detensive end of the Moor as evidenced by the tact that she won the Big 1ast
Mayer of the Year award, but she atso seored 1,000 caneer poinis.

s uwns @ degree in marketing amd economics from UConn, was drafted by Seaele in the secomd
¢ 2005 WNDA Draft, $he then signed with the New York Liberty of the WNBA in 2006 and she
ime playing lor Seatthe and San Antonio. All told, she appeared in 142 WNBA Games and averaged
per game. She #lso played professionatly in Spain in 2007 and 2008
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Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel (ovac ramily)

* Bechtel \Whecling Central High School, €lass of 196Y), Commissiotier,

-.Bechiel wears many s in th i
Bl i a long nnw member « VAC
OVAC Sulibell Commissioner and has be
Mumley OVAC Al-S1ar Bashetball Classic since 208065
Avan olficial, Bechiel has worked anss high scool sofiball, bisketball #nd foothall
mees dfating bick wr 1574 He toynded 1he Ohio Valles Boand uf Susthall L'mpires, serv

) L was an Oheo Malley Officials Board officer fue mune than
el Toolball playutt games i Ohwe and Wesl Verginea tor mone
sears. He has worked 26 state tourmaments in ~oliball and siv state champenship
T G|
Tlien e tmspires softball in the West Virgin

I 1990, e became the 1ime West Virg
Avswiations Oflicsals Awird

Bevhiel his been director of the City uf Wheehng Revreation Departenent since 1974, activels: pronsotin
youth sports swtnanes, e founded the W heelng Recres Summies Baskeiball League which has growt
thin 100 tams. orpantzed the aenual W heeling Rashetball Shootoue which e bruughl nemensus high pr
letes e the anca; and iverwees the LB, Chamber, 1=470 Complex which hunts more than 2000 basebat? v
games anngally

basketball s baseball player w W heeling Centrsl High, he grduated from Wheehing College in

sreed i att assistant basketba® coach there from 197475

He has werved olar analyst for WIRESTY on fuotbadl and basketball brdkeasts, worked a-
aomnuncer for bisketball games. and wis the publec addngss annagneer at Wheeling Jesuit Univers
haskethall gamses He s atsa director of the annual Undo's Catblye: Bashethall Tourmament i Wheelin

Buecheel reveived the Robert $. MeKelvey Memorial Awied Trom the Upper Obies Valley Dapper ©
in s,

Termr " He

Cualerenee 3 =
1 recpient of the Nattonal Federation of Stae Higl

Burdell ‘Jimmy’ Carey (OVAC Contributor)

Burdeli = Jirmmy" Carey | Follansbee High School Clins ol 19235, H
woich i the Ohio vVadley Athletic Conlerence and the
st championships in three spurts = 1 . bitshethal! and baschal
Y gob hes Brsd taste of ciaching with (0 yeirs af bis al iker. Follanslwee
High, betore moving In Weir High o waist OVAC Hall of Famer Carl Hamilt and
beyin a 25 yewr Red Rider career

Carey vowched Weir i W Vi Class AAA foustball titles s 1957 570400, 196
10y and 1961 £10-1) and his 1935 wun was Y-, lomang anly 1o eventual e
champion Parkersburg, In six seasens ©1936-61) b teims posted 31 52-11 recond
and won twn OVAC Clase AAA chumpionships (1937 inad [95K).

In bisketball, Carey voached Weir for 13 seasons | 1950-68), com
made the W. V. Cline AAA tithe game three siraight FUrs. Wi
1962 team wis 231 and the 1% eam Bind 51 23-2 redend, Overall Bis Red Rider hoop leams won seven
sectivmal titly e regional crowan and mikde four ~tate osmament ippeisinees whike al wi I I
OVAC champiunships | 1962 and 1964y

I basebill, he guided Weir to hive state toums

~ the nnly
RN TR

piling a recort of 17515, His teams
in 963 wilk i record ol %15, The

bent derthy and the vne-cline W Vi, state champinnship

m 1959 while alsa wanning four siraight OVAC titles
Carey wias selevted the West Vinzinna A-Spon Cuach of the Year i 1955 1le i o member of the Wet Virgin

Spors Hall off Famne: the 1Upper Ohio
Woir High samed its football st

ey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame aeal the Werr High Hall of Fame.
um in ks honor,

Al s bew Hegh, Ciarr wan o muli-sport athlete she wemt oi e play three sports roolball, baskel
ball and biscbally ar George Wishington Giiversity belore lramfernieg aed gradwating from West Libert

Staty Collepe

Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Media)

Chares *Red” Dondey 1 Wellsburg High Schunol ©

s of 9D, Aneardy pioneer of radio

and welevision broade g the Olnn Vadles . Donley e hes stant a0 WSTA-AM ridio
6 where he served s play by -plisy smnedineer Tor Righ school Tooghall and baskethall

garties and wirs The station s sports Jirectar,

In 1954, when WESVSTV Channel 9 tnow WTOV) went on the ar, Donley Secame
the spurts dinector and soe therearier. was selected 10 work with Joe Tucker on Pitsburgh
Stechers brogdeasts, o position b beld from 1955.62

He albso annuuneed horwe ricing a0 Wheeling Downs and Maderfond Park o 194956,

I 19600, he Teit o become sponts dizecios at Channel 11 Pittsburgh. s position he Sad
tor W) vears, PDuring his days s Pitsburgh, Donley won five “Goklen Qwill™ award fur
distinguished news cinen ncludieng one for o ducumentan, be wade amd namated on
the late Art Rovnes and Iwe eghers som Robero Clemente aned Pie “Trayswrs that ane in the
Baseball Hall of Fame.

In 1962, he wan mamed 10 succeed kegendary Ray Seott i pliy-by-play anmwecer fue the Umversity of Pt

Donley reoied Channel 9 i Steubenville in 1972 i news director i remained there he el in (Y8R

Domley recesved the President™s Medin Awand from whist wiis then the € olfege of Steubenvilke w 14%9: g
arthonnrary degree from Jeiferan Techmca) C we i 1987 and an hesorns bacalsurest degrey fren ghe ¢
ulSeeabenville i (9590 wan the recspient of the 1 pper Ohies 3ille per Dao Club™s Rubert 8 MeKelvey
in 1991 was induvted it the Ohio AP Broadeasters Hall of Fame s 2006,

Ile alwr purtivipated in 3 chantable projects mchiding she United Way and Easter Seals and asade
AEPETIS an it rmler of st conimunity evenls. Elis many contzifations wene rea
dimner i his hotor bk m (979,

e sl Teacling o the cument WOV TAY swdiu in Steubenville is named “Red Danley Bxrive™ in his b

A World War 1 veteran who served in the Marine Corps, Dusley poved i wy in 5,

)
zed at st

Gene Ammirante {Coaches)

Gene Ammirante {Wheeling Centrl Catholie High Sehoal, Cliss of 19691, When
yau think af Amemiranie_ yeu think al Iwa thisgs - passion and suceess. Dur 2 hin
M-year career as head boys hashetball coach at Bellane Hich, “Cogch A™ display el
plemy of the former and acheeved plenss of The luer.

Ammiranie begr his coaching career in 1976 ax an assistant o Mark Mats a
Bellire belure beginning i sucvessful run i head voach ol te Biy Reds,

He compiled an impresave 470208 carcer recond a0 Bellaire, the al-lme best
voaching record in by basketbiel at the sehonl. That incloded i 189031 mark Jur-
g the 1990 an wverage of 19 wins per season during that 10-y .

i hieved Top 20 rnkings in Ohic 13 tines under Ammirante; won
Conterence championhips. 14 wectional crowms, sis drsiriet titles ind one Tegwnal

vhampionship as Bellaire carmed it B ever-trip i the OHSAA Divisien [ State Tuoprmament “Final Foue” in
200301ty the school record Tie wizs £ 22) before koning o Versaithes in double-ovenime i the senmifinals,

Hiv teanms posied two undelgated regulaz ~easons. » 20-LEin 199394 and 2005-06; ewd Lver 191
records, and she 200506 1weam broke the school tecord with 23 viclories.,

Amang Ammiranie’ numerous iwards were "Coach ol the Year™ Tur Ohin Divisjon 1 the Estem
Distrit and Disteiet 12 2 well i the OVAC wveralt “Coach of The Year™ m 2 3-44 aned the Bob Amzen
Asarl for 20 consecutive years il the same schuol £ 15906},

He was also setected toeoach the South squad an the anaual Ohio North-South All-Star Game i
Culumbus in 1997

He served as Game Director Tor the uel A, Mumley OVAC AlL-Star Besketball Clissiv nn b Jif
ferent e and i Sl active on the commutiee! founded and directed the OVAC Bashetball Clinic o
~iv years. is director of the Wheeling Reereation Department s Youth Basketball Prey and ~tarted the
S { Jer Pru He received the

Amm

i received his bachielir s degre Trom et Libery State College in 1973 i his siisder's frim Weel
versay m 1976,

Virgin L

Gary Sprague (Coaches)

Gary Sprague (Needham {Mass ) High School, Class of [964), e pitoted the
Linaly School Bascball progrim from 14974 2016, compiling an impressive 33-yer
record o I8K- 257- ) which rnks fourth sl-time ameng Obiv Valley coaches.

He led the Caders ta 13 OVAC Fournanrent championships - more than any wher
conterence co T9RZKS, 86, KT R, WL 9L, 94, TS T 2000, 03, 05,
06y and couched Linsly 1o five Eastern Ohio Baseball League titles 11987, 88,
095 and TYa,

Sprigue wis named OVAC “Coach of the Year i 1486 after panding the Cadets
i 27-d recoed and EOBL ~Coach of the Year” three times.

Ele couched v athletes wilo went on w play protessional sports = Heath Haynes,
Ron Swephens. Kevin Tatar. Mike Coss and Mark Seaver in buseball and Willie
Clay inthe NEL, He alsr coached a wral of 13 first team ali-stny plavers including two vaptail
OVAC “Player of the Year™ winoers and four West Vieginia American Legion “Player of the
selections,

He also coachied Treshman football at Linsly,

Sprague received the Carl R Hamill Awazd from the Upper Ghin Valley Dapper D
the recipient of the OVACS Phomas 1 Ratiezik Seorekeepers Timer Award in 20809 after neir),
decades s the tmer al Linsly biskethall gumes,

Sprugue graduated from West Virginia Weslevan College in 1968,

Club

N e
Bill Tonini (oftician
Bl Toning (Avella (P High Schuol . Cliss o T930 ~Play ball™ Considering

H
the Tact that his career s an umpire spanned an incredibie seven decuden, |xT-
faips no ome fues wtiered these words more than Tonini.

He spentawtal of 52 years working countless baseball gy throughout
the Ohie Valley and beyond from 1957-2010 while alsa serving 3 vears s o
Jonbadl off and 10 years s a dusketball regerey

Vs expertise as an umpire, primanly behind home plte valling balls and
strikes, camed Tomine numerous high school pastseason assignments. includ
tng five stale lournaments in Ghio and live in West Virginia fle gl umpired
more than X vears ol OVAC Tournament action.

Tomni worked NCAA Division [1] Callege Warld Series games in Martetta
#wtal of 10 times: several NCAN Division 1 games invalving Ohio State and Ofio Uaiverity: ;
host of American Legion giames i the sumiizer and three vears in the miner Jeagues. includi
Nonhwest League in Eugene, Oregon aml Walla Walla, Wanhingron.

He abso was an instractor au Bill Bare's Uinpiee School in Weat Pelny Beacl. Florida.

Tanini ix in the Western Penasylvania Soccer Hall of Fame and fie recerved o spectal awand from
the Lpper Ohia Valley Dapper Dun Club

A hizhly -decorated Warld War 11 seteran whu received commendations from Ixoh the Lmited
States und France, the X)-veur okd Towine sesides in Flanailal

Eugene ‘Eudie’ Joseph (Athietc - 19405

Euagene “Enudie” Joseph iMarans Ferry 1hgh School, Cliss of 1945, A three-
MPOrLALOYAC honoree m feotball. basketballind track . he was a miajor contribu-
tor Lo top-record Purple Rider Toothall and basketball teanm

In basketball, plaving for OVAC Hall of Jame Legend coach Fliyd Baker,
Jineph was i reguiaron e which went 714 in three years including 21-2, with
20 strunght wins. s 2senior. He wis i junior on i 26-1 record team which won the
limst OVAC Class AAtithe in 194, Thaat teaun Lo its ondy game (0 eventuat Ohio
champion Middlerswn, 35834, in the st oursament semitinals. Joseph, akmg
with teamenate and OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Grozi, were al-lournament selec-
Ty, Jusepls sconed 421 poants —secend on the team to Groza's OV record Lotal
OF 628 paints. s sophoimere, Joseph was i nsember uf w0 24-1 record feam.

In feottrl], he was co-captan of @ 7-2-1 record team which won the first OVAC Class AA it
everded eight shutows, T8¢ carned A-Obio UPE bonors as well as ATFOVAC and was o twoin
Lastern Ohto selection at running back, Nickamed the “Ghuost for his elusive style, ke playe
BT recond want as a Junor and Feery wins 22-06-1 10 his three seisons.

I k. Joseph set an OVAC high hurdle recury in the wo-year-vid meet
high jump. He didn’t compu as o senior atler being dealted tor military duty

Alter discharge. he enzolled i the University of Dayton and plaved four years ol basketbal
theee as i slarter o teams with schoal records vf 248 27-5 and 283, The sl twa yuears, the
were runmers-up in the National Tnvitation Toumament and alw were NCAA regional semitina
his sendsw yeur of Y32

He spent his enure 37 yvear professional carver whing at Linsly Military [n:
where by wis head coacly of bovs™ basketball (1932 and assistant i foothall anc

s athletie divector His Candet teqmy won three OVAC titles — 1471 basketbail and 196
track. The top count records were 1= in 1957, (5-3 in 197) and 153 in 1972, A Linxly schol
is mamed in his haner

as a junier and wa
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Art Hehr (Athlete - 19505)

wr (Bridgepor High School. Class of 1939), He graduated as the
. career wrestler in the OVAC, with twa straight unbeaten seasons
Ohin titles in 1958 and 1959 after placing third 1o the state meet
‘mare, He was captain of the 1959 Ohw state championship team
I for an OVAC member. coached by OVAC Hall of Famer George
He won his last two tiles at 127 pounds after competing st 120
a sophomore. He alse won three consecutive OVAC titles on
» championship teams
competed n football and was a member of the Bulldogs” first-ever
eason i 1958 and the first Bndgeport team (o defeat rival Martins Ferry in 1936
rving 1 the U S, Army from 195962, he enrolled at West Libenty State where he was a
f the West Virgina Conterence title teams in 1962 and 1963 also coached by Kovalick.
red and couldn't compete for pan of his college career.
aduation, he voached wrestling at Wheeling College and started the wrestling program at
e High Schoal, He also coached Martins Ferry High to an OVAC title in 1968 as well as
nd district crowns, He served as a wresthing ofticial frm 1970-86 and as athletic director
for 28 years and Monroe Central two years plus three years as track coach at Skyvue
ax inducted imto 1he Bridgeport High School Sports Hall of Fame in 2011 and was the
f the OVAC Wrestling Conches “Mr. Mat™ awand in 2012,

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - 1960s)

ramowicz (Steubenville Catholic Cemml High School, Class of
5 glue-fingered wide receiver had 1o make believers out of countiess
very step of his brilliant football career.

saders” three-sport standout was deemed too slow and toe small
t in big-time college football. After he shredded that fullacy,
cz did so even more emphatically on the professional level.
sparkling carcer at Steubenville Central where he was honored as
AC and al)-Ohio wide receaver. the college recruiters were nowhers
1. turned off by his pedesinan:like 4 8 40-meter clocking. His lone
iolarship offer came from Xavier Universuy in Cincinnati,

wicz made the most of that opportunity. and went on 1o enjoy 1 record-setnng stay with
Igers

wicz establishedt 1 host of Xavier receving records during a brlliant four-year career,
120 catches for 1.6RS yards and 14 wuchdowns.

ligious numbers resulied in him being tabbed by the New Qrleuns Suims in the 17th and
1 of the 1967 NFL Draft. That 17h round pick tumed out 10 be a gem for the Saints

wicz carved out a pro career that many first-rounders would relish

instant impact in “The Big Easy.” landing 50 passes for 721 yards and six touchdowns &s
> of the 1op contenders for NFL Roukse of the Year honors.

wons later. Abramowicz led the league with 73 receptions, His biggest NFL achievement.
vins seating a league record for catching a pass in 104 copseeutive games. which has since
. The Saints dealt Abramowicz to the San Francisco 49ers afier the second game of the
an for dratt choices. After an adjus penod, he b a 49ers” starter the last 11
ching 35 passes for 442 yards and a TD. He retired after the 1974 season. a campaign in
zrabbed 25 pusses for San Francisco. Abramowicz put up some lofty numbers during hix
NFL carcer. He caught 369 passes for 5,686 yards and 39 TDs i 111 games.

—

Doug Swearingen (Athlete - 1970s)

‘wearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). He was best
+ his pitching prowess, but Swearingen was a multi-sport standout tor

Joe Maroon (Athlete - 1950s)

Joe Maroon (St. John Central High School, Class of 1958), A four-year Irish
letterman in fomiball, basketball and bascball. he became the first 51. John's
pridder to eam first team All-Ohio foutball honors {as a defensive safety) and
alses was an All-Ohio buseball sekection. A two-time AL-OVAC and All-Valley
football honanee, he was co-captain of the 1957 All-OV "Big School” honor roll
as a 5-foot-6. 150-pound two-way back, After caming second team All-OVAC
hanors as a sophomore, he helped the Lrish record the school's finst-cver perfect
football season of 944 with an OVAC title as a junior under Coach Hen Healy
in 1956. Then he posted major statistics in only seven games (6-1 record) in a
sentor season shortened by intluenza

As a semwr. Maroon led the Irish in scoring and rushing in the seven-game
season. He led Eastern Ohie with 107 points on 17 1ouchdowns and five conversion runs and also
completed 16 of 35 passes for eight scores. He had cight TD runs between 50-80 yards: returned four
Kicks for TDs with a long of 78 yards: and had four-TD gumes against Wheeling Central, Mingu and
Barnesville, On defense. he intervepted five passes und also punted,

A three-sport brish team co-captain. he also was selected captain of the winning Ohio team in the
annual Chio-W, Va, All-Star game, He alse was awarded the Coca-Cola Scholar-Athlete Award by
the OVAC.

Maroon stended Indiana University on s football scholacship and earned Academic All-America
honoes. He was a starting halfback in 1960 and averaged 5.3 yards a carry.

After receiving a medical degree from Indiana. he trained at Georgetown Liniversity and at Oxford
University in England. Currently Vice-Chasrman and Professor of Neurosurgery at the University of
Pitisburgh, he is also the Team Neurosurgeon for the Piusburgh Steclers. He also punticipates in numer-
ous marathen rces and taathlons. He was the Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1987,

Richard ‘Dick’ Kerwood (Athlete - 1960s)

Richard “Dick” Kerweod {Bishop Donshue High School, Class of 1968).
Some would have viewed it as a handicap: Kerwood used it as motivation.

The Bishup Donahue star was bom June 9. 1950 with just one amm. [t never
hindered hirm in life or athletics.

Duttng his youth. he played basketball and baseball. excelting in both, He
was also a pioneer in weightlifting, He bought a cast iron set of weights while
in grade school and used it passionately. The visionary strength trasning paid
handsome dividends.

As a freshman at Bishop Donahue, Kerwood played football, basketball and
baseball tor Coach Tom O Connell, levering in all three sparts.

During the next three years at the McMechen-based school. he apted to coneen-
trate on just football and basketball. It proved a prudent decision.

The powerful 6 ft. 2, 190-pounder started on the gridiron his final three seasons s a center. middle
linebacker and kicker,

During that time. he was uceorded all-Valley. all-OVAC and ali-Stute honars, named <aptain of the
first two all-star squads.

Kerwood distinguished himself so much as a senjor gridder that he camed honorable mention All-
American plaudits. He was also invited to play in the OVAC All-Star Footbali Game.

His basketball career with the Bishops also took on all-star status. Kerwood was the team’s center
and gained all-OVAC and all-Valley honors, He was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the West
Virginia State Basketball Tournament as a senior.

Kerwood's sparkling prep play afforded him several college scholanship offers in both foutball and
basketball. He opted 1o play football at Salem College, eaming extensive pluying time as a freshman,

As faie would have it, Kerwood was tragically killed in an automobile accudent shorly after his
trosh grid season at Salem.

* Riders.
jan to the diamond, Swearingen sparkled on the gridiron as well as the
for Ferry. With that said. Swearingen remains one of the finest hurlers
adley prep annals.
fty southpaw wus u four-year baseball letiemman for the Purple Riders.
om b hil), Swearingen was a hard-hining outtielder
a two-time all- Vallkey honoree and was o first-ieam all-Ohio sclection
t. There was no all-OVAC weam back then.
1gen went 6-2 2 senior, compiling a miniscule 0,74 ERA. He fanned 130 batiers in 62 inningy.
ially as potent at the plate. batting a robust 312 with ¢ight doubles. three imples. one hamer
31, He Jost the wlnmaie heartbreaker that spring. dropping a 1-0. 0-inning chstrict final atfaic
He struck out 20 in & route-going effort,
1 outstanding prep career had college baseball couches coveting the 6 fr. 2, [45-pound south-
hese The Ohio State Unsversaty, a decision he would not regret. Swearingen was a four-yeur
for the Buckeyes. He compiled a sparkling 23- 13 career mark with a 3.8 ERA. Swearingen
werb 9+§ as 3 junion, Josing only to Oklahoma m the NCAA Regional, He wis second-team
n that season. Swearingen finished his Scarlet & Gray career tied for 14th place for career
s, ninth in wnings priched (278) and 13th in strikeauts {224), He was the team’s co-caplan

r

dratted by the Seattle Manners in the 23rd round. He pitched for four yeas wn the MiNULS. going
14336 ERA Swearingen was also a member of the 1982 U.S, Navonal Team which participated
<orea, He possied o 3-1 record with a 225 ERA s the US. clumed the broze medal.

year in foorball and basketball leuerman, he was a fitst-team all-OVAC defensive back as 1
1 wis chosen 1o play i the OVAC All-Star Football Game, but he opted 1o bypass the game
. Ohie State baseball scholarship,

Chris Starr (Athlete - 19805)

‘tarr ( Buckeye Trail High Schoul. Class of 1986). You nume the sport
wmer Warrior shined en route 1o earming 12 varsity letters and eventu-
olarship w Michigan

football and basketball were prionitics for Star, baseball was where
AIs greatest impact,

as a standout on the hill for the Warriors and camed first-team all-
i A first-team all-Eastern District and fiest-team all-QVAC, He also
the Ohio North:South All-Star Serics.

Ihe summer months. Star was o key contributor for the Maynard
American Legion squad which won two state titles and played tn the
1 Legion World Series an 1986,
wmed a full basebail scholarship to play for the Walverines in baseball. He played 1wwo
n Ann Arbor. winning a Big 10 championship in [987. Due to injury. Starr eventu-
ferred 1o Muskingum Cuilege where he pitched for two yeurs, eaming atl-Ohio Athletic
e hanors, He had 123 strikeouts in his two seasons with an ERA of 251 and was named
son all-American. but tore his ACL in the first game of the season.

g, to overcome adversty. Starr was drafied in the LGth round of the Major League
Dralt by the Texas Rangers in 1991 He played three seasons of professional baseball.
football field. Starr etched his name into Buckeye Trail history as the school’s all-time
pussing and rushing yards, He was an honoruble mention all-Dhio pick, first-team all-
Wt first.team ail Eastern District. He was chosen 10 play in the OVAC All-Star Football
W twmed it down due to Legion baseball,

basketball season, Starr also earned all-state accolades. He was named to the third-team as
est-team all-OVAC and adl-District 12 squads. All told. he scored 770 points. averaging 12

Alex Welker (Athiete - 1970s)

Alex Welker (The Linsly Sehoal, Class of 1977), He is the Michacl Phelps of
Ohio Valley swimmers.

Welker splashed his way 1 a career like none other in OVAC swimming annals.
Simply put. Welker was unbeatable.

The Linsly star never Jost a race in high school, including relays, so it is only
fitting that he is the first swimmer to be inducted inte the OVAC Hall of Fame.

He cniered Linsty as a sophomare and quickly established himself as an aguatic
star. An exclamation point to his unblemished record was that he held an OVAC
record in every event he competed in. He competed without ever shaving his body
or tapering. methads use o lower resistance. yielding faster times.

Welker still holds sehool and OVAC records dating back to 1976, He samed the distinction of being
named All-American as both a junior and sentor,

His unparalleled swimming career proved a springboard o scholarship from The Ohio Stse
Untiversity, and Welker found more poo) success in Columibus,

He was voted the Buckeyes® Freshman Swimmer of the Year. helping the Scarlet & Gray to a runner-
up finish in the Big Ten. He was a two-time NCAA qualifier while establishing five Ohio State records,

Welker. unfortunately. suffersd a major shoulder mjury during his sophomore season, and many
thought his swimming carser was over. He proved the naysayers wrong as he cammed “Comeback ol the
Year Award™ while also setting a new Ohio State record in the 200-meter freestyle as a senior.

He ulso set numerous records during his earlier years in AAL! competition

He atso camned a pieee of a world record. [n 1975, he was a member of a [0-swimmer team that estab-
Tished a world mark 10 the 50-mile relay in Mount Vernon. Ohio. with Welker posting the fastest split

:ame. He grabbed 367 rebounds. passed out 154 assists and shat 45 pereent from the faeld.

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - 1980s)

Shawn Vireens (5. Clairsville High Schoul, Class of 19871, Football was the
name of the game for this Red Devils’ iwon.

You name the wily 10 be involved in a football game and Vincent was the leader
of a teamn that advanced to the OHSAA Division 111 state semifinals before falling
to Chagrin Fulls Kenston, 22-21

Vincent triggered the Red Devils™ attack at the quarterback spot., setting an Ohio
Valley record for rushing yards from the position at 1360 yards in I3 games. He
alsor scored 150 points for a Red Devil squad which won the OVAC Class 3-A
title. During the regular season, Vincent averaged 10.1 yards o carry and scored
20 wouchdowns.

Vincent passed for 441 yards and four towchdowns during his senior campaipn.
All tld. he scored 24 uchdowns. He was also a weapon as a punt and kick retumer. accumulating
638 yards and three scores. On the defensive xide of the ball, Vincent mamed in the secondary and
had seven imerceptions.

For his season. Vineent was an all-OVAC, all-Ohi and all-Valley selection.

Upon his graduation, he accepted a scholarship 1o play defensive back at the University of Akron.
He started for the Zips for three seasons and in 1984 shared 1he top sophomore yward. He still holds
the schuot record with 265 interveption retwm yards and his 13 caréer interceptions rank sceond in the
Akron record book.

Vincent then signed a free-ugent contract with the Pittsburgh Steelers. playing 10 games in 1991 and
recording two intefcepuons.

Aside from his football prowess., Vincent lettered in basketball and tack and field for the Red Devils.
He was the track most valuable athiete and still holds the schoal long:jump record.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Amber Ellison (Athlete - 19905

Anmther Effisun (Meadowbrook High School. Class of 19991 The
Lady Colts’ basketball program 15 one of the most sioried in the Ohio
Valley and Ellison is a major reason why,

Ellison was a four-year letterwinner Tor the Lady Culis, twice carn
ing first-icam all-Ohio aceolades en route to her honors and evenual
basketball scholarship 10 Wheeling Jesuiy Uiniversity,

She’s currently Meadowbrook's second all-tinke girls™ leader in points
£1.363) and rebounds 18500 and the all-time leacder in steals (306) and
assists (472). Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single-game record
for 24 points. which she netted as a seaior against John Marshall,

During that senior season. Ellison averaged 241 points and 14,6 rebounds per game <N ke
to every first-team award imaginable. She was first-team all-Ohio in Division 11, FEastern District
Player of the Year; All-Disirict 12: Player of the vear in the Last Cemral Ohio League and first
wean all-OVAC. She was also chosen Tor the Ohto North-South and OVAC All-Star sames

As a jumior, Ellison pourcil in 1 points. grabbed 10 rebounds, passed ot 3,7 assists o
snared teals per panre ¢n route 1o first-team all-everyding. She was also named honerable
memdion all-USA Today.

10 basketball wasn't enough, Ellison is also one of the finest sofiball players to ever wear a
tady Colts” uniform. She batied better than 300 every vear of her eageer, Ellison was three
utie all-Ohio softball sclection and fowr-time all-district pick. She was player of the year, as
sophamore, in the ECOL afier batting 306 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBI.

At Wheeling Jesuic. Ellison scored 1,273 career pints, grabbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389
assists and made 218 steals and blocked 42 shots, A four-year letterwinner. she was a two-year
captain for she Lady Cardinals and was twice named to she all-W VIAC squad

After her playing carcer at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching position al Shenandoah where
she served as an assistam for a season before ascending to the head coachng job. She was with
the Lady Zeps for three seasons, posting a 54-17 record while iching three district touma
utenis, She also had brief coaching sunts at Iranklin Heights and Olentangy Crange

Kenny Howell (Athlete - 20005)

Kenny Howell (St John Cemral High School. Class of 20005, 1t didn™
matter the seasor or the sport for this former Irish standowt

However, it was in track and field where Howell made his Freatest
mpact despite only participating i the sport for three years because he
played baseball as a freshman

After being encouraged 10 give rack and field a try, Howell became
the area’s most decorated male hrower, shining in the discus and shot
pul.

Howell was a three-1ime all-Ohioan in 1he diseus. He placed thied in
the state his first season in the ¢irele and then captured the eoveted Division 1 state cham-
pionship in 199, As a senior. Howelf was undefeated wiiil the state meet when he sealed
for silver despite a personal best throw of 180 teet That mark still stands as the best i Ohio
Vailey history. Alung with his efforts in the state competition. Howell was a three-time OVAC
Champion in the platter event,

Howell placed fifth in the stale shot put competition as a senior and wis 1 two-time OVAC
champion i the iron-ball evens.

Howell also man on high quality sprint relay teams for the Frish.

On 1he football field, Howell ¢tched his nime into St fohn Ceniral history as a three-year
starter for squads which combined for a 25-6 record and qualificd for the playoffs in 1999
after a 9-1 season.

Heowell was the prisary ranaing back for the Irish. amassing |50 yards as a junior ¢n route
1o second-teant all-Ohio status. 1Te was firse-team all-staler a5 @ senior shen be ran for better
thaus 1,300 yards and was twice named 10 the OVAC's first weam

Howell was also a three-year staner for the Irish basketball progrim.

Adter high school. Howell aceepted o rack scholarship w West Vieginia University. but
eventually transferred to The Ohio State University where he completed his carcer and depree
He now resides in Columbus and works in the construction business.

Thomas E. Rataiczak (ovaC Family)

Thomas E. Rataiczak iBelluire High Schoot, Class of 1964 Succeeding
the late Sam Mumley and fus friend-to-al). get-it-done attitude as the guid-
nig fores of the Ohio Valley Athketic Conference would not be an casy task.
but it's one that Raticzak has done with rremendous vision and class, ..
and then some,

“Rat” has been the de facto head of e OVAC as Execulive Secretary
since |99, and under his leadership, the bi-state conference has grown
tw an all-time high of 30 member sehools from Ohio and West Virginia.

During Rataiczak’s watch, the Conference has arown by Teaps and
benands i a variery of areas. Among them have been the farmation of the OVAC Hall of [ ame
and the OVAC Sponts Museum thoth Jocated in WesBanco Arena in Wheeling), institueng
boys™ and girls™ basketball tournaments and expanding many of the other evems, most notably
the revised format of the rack championships: creating an All-Conlerenee Acadeniic Team
in confunciion with Ohis Universily Fastem. the creation of an officiad QVAC website: stan
dardizing all championshup awards; developing i meet director’s handbook ! computerizing all
financial accounts! providing countless SportsWorld speakers 10 Ihe area for more than 600
school assembi ising more than $250.060 10 bring them in at no cost 10 the Corference:
and placing the Conference on solid finaneial ground throagh a partnership with Scholastic
Sports Marketing.

A retired Bettaire High School wacher, he served as a “Founding Father”™ and Dircetor of
the BIES Sports Foundation and has beer chaicman of the Betlaire Wall of FamedHall of Fame
Committee for more than 20 vears. Rataiczak has been the Big Reds” baskerball scorckeeper
for 43 years, working at more than 1,700 conseeutive varsity and jureor varsizy games. In fact,
the OVAC's Scorckeeper/Timer Award presented annually at the OVAC All-Star Baskethall
Classic 1s aamed in s honor

ITe has alse served more thar 30 years as the BHS record keeper, publishing extensive media
puedes for both football and baskethatl

The recipient of the Bellaire Alumini Association's Ouistanding Afumnus Award in 1992, he
graduated from West Liberty State Collese and obmined a master’s depree from West Virming
Univcrxi[y. He reecived the Robent S, MeKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan Club in 2010 and fus most eecent unden: ing was being elecied 10 the Bellare Board of°
Education in 2012

Denver Williams (athiete - 19905)

Denver Willigars 1Cadiz High School. Class of 1996, When it comes 10
speed. there have been very few, if any., faster than Willizms,
rdluss il il was on 1he track or on the football field. Williams was
ey running away from lhw spposition,

Williams was a four-vear regular an both rack and foothall for the
Cardinals. On the oval. Williams wrote his nare into Ohio Valley history
in both the 100-meter and 200-meter dashes.

He wasted little time in making a name for himself. He won 1he Division
1 stave 200-mwter dash tite as a freshman it 1993, He proceeded to win
three more. making him one of just five athletes in state history o win the
same event four sitaighy years,

Williums dida’t stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division 1E 100-meter crow
resume in both his junior and senior seasons, Williams ran his personal-best times «
aid 215010 win the 2old medals as a senior, and botk still stand as all-time OHSAA a
Valley recornds.

On the football field. Williams also sparkled. carning firsi-team all-Ohio and all
District twice, He owns the Cadiz school record for career rushing vards with 4,479,

Adler his prep career, Williams accepted a foolball scholarship o ihe University of K
where he also ran wack. Hle red-shinted as a Treshman and then transferred Lo Youngsto
where he helped the Penguins win the NCAA Division 1-AA National Championship. .
le letiered four years at YSU in football and theee 1 track

For the Penguing” track team., Williams was the 200-meter minner-t [ im the Mid-Ch
Conlerence and was apart of school records in the indoor 45300 and sprint medley.

Williams has now entered the cosching field. He's spent time at Ashland. Ohio Nortt
Heideltera . Currently, be's werking as a foatball coach and wack coach at Trinity Ca
Hanford. Conn

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Rohinson Auto Group

Tim MCCOy {OVAC Contributor)

Tim McCay (Jefferson Union Hrgh School. Class of 19781 For a quarter of
acentury, MeCay has taken the Tead role in expanding broadeast and miernet
coverage of Ohio Valley igh school sports, specifically those of the Ohig
Valley Athletic Conference,

‘Those efforts have helped give thousands of arca high schoal athleies
tremendous exposure, with countless thousands of viewers abie w walch the
valley™s best perform in the athletie realm,

Among the many highlights has been live TV coverage of various all-star
comiests, most potably the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Footbail
Classic from Wheeling Istand Siadiom and the Ron Mauek OVAC Wrestling
Champronships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, At one time, WTOV-1V also air
Samuel A, Mumiey OVAC Al-Siar Baskewbalt Classi

Orher events include the foothall me of the Week™ broadeasts ¢replays of arca gam
lowing 1he comprehensive “Sponts Friday™ shows) : in-depth pre-season football leam pre
and the “Big 227 awards banguet in December, WTOV-TVO also has an extensive u
football supersite available,

MeCoy became Viee-President and General Mamager of WTOVITVS i 1994 Prior 1
he served as the staten’s Operations Manager for six vears

Fle began bis career in aeleviston as a Production Techmeran at WNEO-FV in Ken
1979-82. He first joined WTOV as a Promotion Producer from 198285 and then spe
yeurs at NBC affilsate WLEX-TV in Lexington. Kentucky ns Promotons and Creative S
Director where he received two ADDY awards.

He has served on various boards in the Ohio Valley. including as president and can
chairman of the United Way of Sefferson County. the St John Arena. the Steubenville §
and the Steubenville Cuy of Murals. Ne is alsé o member of The Eriends of W heelir
Eastera Ohio Valley Tech Prep Consortium, Jeffersan County Chamber of Commure
Wheeling Area Chamber of Commeree, I'rancisean Liniversity of Steubenville. Hisiori
Steuben and the Jetferson County WINTY Team . He was named 995 City of Murals “Vol
of the Year' - the Commumty Leadership Award from the Franciscan Liniversity of Steube
a Community Award from the Steubenvilke branch of the NAACE: and the One in a b
trd from the Sterbenvitle Mellion Man Maseh Committee awards,

He was the 1997 Robers 8. MeKebves Memonal Award recipient from the Upper Ohio
Dapper Dan Club




SREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Richard ‘Hoot’ Gibson (Media)

1“Hoor” Gibson 15t. Clairsville High School, Class of 19701,
his career in the local media in 1981 and has spent 32 years on
1 The Times Leader. serving & a sports writer and for a brief
wrts Editor and also as Area News Editor,

has written countless columns covering high school. college
ssional sponts and instituted the All-Times Leader teams in all
ol sports.

covered OVAC contests in nearly every sport and at most
¢ schools over the years. including OVAC All-Star games in every sport.

has been seen a1 countless sporting events not only lecally, but around the country
wred several NCAA men's basketball “Final Fouwr” games, many World Series and
Star Games, 10 Super Bowls and 18 college foolball%owl games. He's also authored
stories on the Ohio State Buckeyes and the West Virginia Moumaineers and served
15 the beat writer for the Pittsburgh Pirates.

ived the OHSAA Media Service Award for the Eastern District in 2000 and has won
hio Prep Sports Writers Association awards over the years,

was also a freelance woter for several years for Basketball Weekly magazine based
troal, Michigan.

. who attended Harding University in Arkansas. also spent several years as a local
basketball and volleyball official and served as manager of the Fairpoint-Neffs ball-
€ Ohio Valley Baseball League
sed three years in the United States Navy (1976-78). working In comsnunications
nand 6th Fleet Europe while stationed in ltaly and touring both Europe and northemn

Jim Thomas (Coaches)

omas {Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 19631
‘hly-regarded “I'T" is the fourth-winningest coach in Ohio Valley
+hind Reno Saccoceia, Jay Circosta and the fellow Hall of Famer
trager with a 35-year record of 235-(34-2. He wound up only 15
of the all-time West Virginia state record for football ¢oaching
{267).

1 head coaching stint came 2t old Yorkville High where he spent
rs (1968-70). guiding the Ductiliites 1o an uabeaten season in

n assumed the head coaching position as Wheeling Central
). and moved on to Wheeling Park for six seasons (1981-86). From there. it was
is alma mater for a second stint. this time guiding the Marcon Knights from 1987-

ched teams to seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1974. 1976,
79. 1990, 2000 and 2004) and four West Virginia state title. The Maroon Knights
ss AA state champs at the first “Super Six” event in Charleston in 1979 and they
“Jass A crown in 2000, 2002 and 2004, The 2000 team set a school record for wins

» coached the West Virginia squad four times in the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity
Footbal] Classic.

s was voted the West Virginia All-Sport "Coach of the Year” for 2004-05 and the
11-Sport ~“Coach of the Year™ in both 1980 2nd 2003, He was also The Intelligencer’s
f the Year" in 1979 and the Upger Ohio Valley Dapper Dan “Man of the Year” in

ned his bachelor's degree from West Liberty State College and a master's degree
st Virginia University.
s passed away in 2005 at the age of 60.

Nick Aloi (Coaches)

Nick Aloi iMidland (Pa.) High School. Class of 1962). His coaching
career began with a three-year stini at his alma mater, Midland (Pa. ) Lincoln
High. where he led the team to a state runner-up finish in 1986. He was
named Class A “Coach of the Year™ in westem Pennsylvania in 1985.

Aloi’s coaching stay au East Liverpool began in 1986 and spanned 20
years. longer than any basketball coach in school history. He compiled a
career record of 326-121., an impressive winning percentage of 73%.

His Potter-coached teams won four Ohio Valley Athletic Conference cham-
pionships (199194, 95 and "99}; nine sectional titles: six district crowns and
one regional championship with an OHSAA State “Final Four” Appearance in
1999, The 99 team finished with a 23-2 record, falling 10 Shaker Heights (71-63) in the Division
I state semifinals

He was selected Ohio Division | “Coach of the Year™ in 1996 by the Ohio High School Basketball
Association and 1999 by The Assaciated Press: was the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association
“Coach of the Year" 11 imes. Eastern District “Coach of the Year” seven times and received similar
honors it Columbiana County nummerous times

He was previously inducted into the East Liverpool High School Athletic Hall of Fame. the Beaver
County Spons Hall of Fame, the Midland High School Sports Hall of Fame and the District 5
Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

Among Aloi’s arributes were consistency. continuity and commitment. evident in the fact that he
never messed an open gym, practice, scrimmage or game during his playing or coaching carcers.
He also started the popular “Potter Holiday Classic,” a tournament known for quality competition,
and conducted the ~Little Potters Clinic™ yearly for the district’s elementary and middle school
students free of charge.

As an athlete. Aloi was the leading scorer, MVP and team captain of Midland’s 1962 unde-
feated basketball team. earning All-WPIAL and All-Stake recognition. He then went to Bowling
Green State University where he was a three-year starter and 1eam co-captain, averaging 15
points per game. Aloi eamed his bachelor's degree from Bowling Green and later obtained his
master's degree from Duguesne University, He was drafted by the St. Louis Hawks of the NBA.

Don Zinni (Officials)

‘tnmi (Yorkville High School, Class of 1954). He began his offi-
areer in 1970 as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Football
.. remaining active until 1991,
‘iciated at the district. regional and state level in the WVSSAC
from 1975-90. working the 1977 Class AAA State Championship
wnd he worked games at the regional and state semifinal level in
JAA during that same time span.
officiaied the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
four times (three as referee and one as back judge) and worked
{FCA North-South All-Star Classic in Massillon in 1982.
mber of the OHSAA Foomball Advisory Commiuee for four years and a Past
it and Rules Interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Footbal] Offictals, Zinni becase
“oatball Commissioner in 1995 and held that position until retiring in 2012 as the
tenured individual 10 serve in thal capacity..
serving as OVAC Football Commissioner. the affable Zinni expanded officiating
om four men 10 five: expanded the officiating base to include several areas on both
the river including Wheeling. Weirton-Steubenville. Mason-Dixon. Parkersburg-
1. Columbiana County. Cambridge-Zanesville and Columbus: established rating of
y coaches during the season and by the Commissioner after the season; served as a
house for schools seeking opponents for schedule openings; and assigned officials 10
y Mumley OVAC All-S1ar Charity Football Classic by position raring,
also spent several years in the coaching ranks. He first served as junior high and
n basketball coach from 1958-63; was an assistant football coach at Yorkville High
59.65: was the head coach at Yorkville from 1963-70: and then was the high school
1 from 1970-72.
also 2 member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Commitiee.
righ school athlete, Zinni was a four-year letterman in baseball, a two-year letterman
all and a one-year letterman in baskeiball a1 Yorkville.
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John Howell (oOmicials)

John Howell {Lancaster Fairfield Umion High School. Class of 1967).
When it comes o high school basketball officials, Howell is among the
most recognized individuals throughout the Ohio Valley After all. during
ah38-year officiating career, he worked in practically every gymmasium out
there.

Howell became a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved
Basketball Officials in 1972. He served as secretary of the board for 4
years: as a training class instructor for 14 years: as rules imerpreter for 16
years and assigned junior vasity officials for 14 years.

He served as the OVAC's Assistant Basketball Commissioner from 1983-
94 and became the Basketball Commissioner in 1995. a role he still has today.

Howell worked his first varsity basketball game in 1974 (Paden City vs. St. Marys) and his
final appearance on the hardwood came March 11. 2009 in a West Virginia Class AA Regional
game at Phillip Barbour High School.

Howell worked a 1otal of 27 state toumaments: 14 Ohio boys (1987, '88, "9, '92, *94.'95.
‘95, *0%. '99, 2000. ‘02, *04. "06." 08): 5 Chio girls (90. 91, 93,01, 03); 6 West Virginia boys
(88.91.94,97.99.03): and 2 West Virginia girls (33. 89). He also worked a total of 75 regional
tourmnament games over the years.

In 1993, Howell worked 3 W. Va. boys’ state semifinal game in Charleston with Mike Coyne
in morning and then and Ohio girls” semifinal game in Columbus with Roger Levi later same
day. He officiated the first three-man championship boys” game in Chio in 1996 and the first
3-man championship boys™ game in W, Va. in 1997.

Howelt received a host of awards over the years. including NFIOA (National Federation of
Interscholastic Officials Association) Official of the Year in West Virginia in 1992 and in Ohio
in 1997: Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in 1991, Ohio District 12 Official of the Year in
1992: West Virginia Official of the Year in 1994 and was the 2013 recipient of the OVAC's
Roben3Dawson Officials’ Award. He was inducted into the OHSAA Offictals Halt of Fame
in 2003.

In addition 10 basketbali, Howell has worked as a track official since 1972, serving in various
capacities over the years at OVAC meets as weli as at the Bellaire Relays and Shadyside Relays.
and he has handled the position of clerk at those meets for the last 15 years.

While not an on-field official in football, Howelt served as the OVAC's Assistant Football
Commissioner under Hall of Famer Evan Reese from 1983-94.

Harry ‘Moo’ Moore (Athlete - 1940s)

Harry “Moo” Moore (Moundsville High School. Class of 1948), The
6-foot-2 forward set school career scoring records which lasted 18 years
until broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob Hummell. He scored
1.700 career points in four seasons and he also set the all-time Trojan single-
game record of 54 points. including 25 goals. ina 101-17 rout of Cameron

He earned first team. one-class All-State as a senior and was twice a first
team All-OVAC largest Class AA honoree. He also was the first state High
School Player of the Year honoree in selections made from 1948-60 by the
Tri-State Independent Tournamens held in Sistersville.

Meoare led the Trojans to records of 15-2 in 1948 and 193 1 1946 when
the team advanced to the W.Va. region finals.

He earned a scholarship to West Virginia University where he played on three varsity (cams
with a combined 60-20 record. including a Southem Conference regular season and tournament
championship. Moore™s 84 percent career free throw percentage ranks Mo, 2 all-ime at WVL!
He averaged 12.8 points a game as a senior and was selected honorable mention All-America.

He also was chasen in the sixth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Nationals
He served in the Army infantry from 1953-55 and was selected to play m the 1954 armed
forces Pan-American Games in Mexico and [ntemational Games in Germany. In 2007, he was

inducted into the West Virginia University Spons Hall of Fame.
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Moore. who retired in 1995 from the oil industry. resides in Moundsville
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (atiete - 19505

Ron “Cy” Godfrey (Martins lemy High Schaol. Class of 19561,
The 6-foot-3 stringbean set schaol scoring records which remain on
the hooks for more than 5O years, He shanered Purpke Rider career,
season and single game marks set in 1944 by lependary OVAC Hall
of Famer Alex Groza. His records include errent standards of 1,100
career points. a 32 4 ot per gate oM as a senior, and 1w sconng
51 points tn a game aganst Wheeling and Beawaood Union, The single-
gane mark hias been tied, the others unbroken. He camed A)-Ohio and
Al-OVAC honors it 1956 at the Purple Riders went 18-6 with seetional
and district titles before bowing 10 Canton McKintey., $7-54, regional play.

He camed a scholarship 1o the University of Miami, where he scored | 384 career points
as the Hurricanes went 61-18 in his theee varsity seasons, The 1960 NCAA Tourmamen feam
went 23+ and ahe 1968 NIT Tournaowent squad ended 20-7 as Godfrey camed honorabie

meation All-America

He later served as head coach for four seasons of the Hurricanes before resigning wn (471,
His prize prowge was futuee Basketball Hall of Famer Rick Barry, Godfrey has beer inducred
nto the Umversity of Miami Sponts Tl of Faine and the Atlantic Coast Conlerence | coends
Class ol 2012 although e never played an ACC game. M is currentdy a member of the

ACC, Godlrey resides in Coral Springs, Fla

Ken Vargo (atiete - 19505)

Ken Vargo (Manins Ferry High School. Class of 19523, A three-spon. four-
year Parple Rider athlele who was wam captain in football and basketball as
asenior and a track leam member, A G-lool. [84-pound eentee-linebacker in
football. he carned first team Associated Press All-Ohio defense as a senior
and was cted caplain of the All-OVAC and All-Valiey “Big School”
honor rolts, The 1951 All-Valley selections were the firss ones selecting Big
and Small School teams, Vargo, i 48-minute player, also was a tweotime All-
Lasiern Ohio selection at center,

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State University where he became a three-
year regular at cemer and Buckeye co-captain as a senior when he carned
lirst wam Al-Big Ten Conference with two leammales in the College Football Hall of
Heisman Trophy winner Howard 111opalong) Cassaday and Outlangd Traphy winner Jim
Vargo played inthe 1956 Hula Bowl.

As A unior. he was a regular on 2 10-0 record seam which won the Rose Bowl, 20-7. on

and was named the AP Nuional Champions.
Vargo was drafied in the ninth round by he Chicago Bears of the National Football ey
opted 10 play in Canada with the Otwawa Rough Riders where he was Canadian Footbadl
All-Star linctacker i tis 1936 rookie season.

After his playing carcer. he remained in Canada and resides in Onawa

Jim Brown (Atiete - 19605)

Jim frown (Martms {erry High School, Class of 19611 A Wo-spor
Purple Rider standout. he is the first OVAC athlete honored primarily
for golt. In the OVAC alt-class fournament. he improved ¢ach year to
place fourth, third. second and first Ius four years. He also won three
OVAC Ohio-side titkes. He won three Ohio district crowns alter placing
second as a freshman. In the Ohio state 1ournament, he mproved cach
svason - [l 8th. 61h and dth as a semior. His career mateh record was
434 including 13-1 as a senior after marks of 9-2. 11-0 and 10-1 He
was medalist in 39 of 47 career manches

In basketball. the 5-foot- 11 guard was a lwo-time AIFOVAC Class AAA chowee, wice All-
Eastern Otuo co-captain as senior) and All-Ohwe second and third team m wo wire service
selections. He was co-captain in the Ohto Norrth-South All-Star CGame

He carncd a scholarship to play golf and hasketbatl at Ohio State and beeame OS1s No. 2
goder. and senior wam captain. and a three-year v rsity basketball leterman

After six years coaching a1 Rollins College in Florida and Kent State. he returned tn 1971
to become Ohie State’s ninth golf coach. 1le remained for 36 seasons as the longest tenured
coach in any sport at OGS His weams won 17 Big fen tifes and the 1979 NCAA champ
anship among 11 NCAA Top 10 finishes and 31 appearances, A three-time Big Ten Coach
of the Year. he won national honors in 1979 and 1986, 1le has been inducted into the Golf
Coaches of America Hail of Fame and the Ohio State Athletios Hall of Fame. Brown splits
retirement time between Columbus and Florids.

Rhonda Noble (Athtete - 19705)

Rhonda Noble (St Clirsvilks High Sehool Class of 19795, She was
one of the first thiee-sport female athletes in Ohio Valley annals. She
was also one of the best

Noble not only starred in volleyball, basketball and softball for the
Lady Red Devils, bul she was alse just as impressive in the realm of
academics. Noble's many talents helped clevae the Lady Red Devels
Lo 1eam success

As a senior, she led 81, C’s volleyball 1eam to the regional towrna-
ment, It was a milestone achievement as it marked the first ume an
Eastem Oliio leam ever advanced to the Sweet 16, The Lady Red Devils were
OVAC champions that season. Noble was voted the team’s most viluable pli

also crowaed
ver that cam-
paign. anhonor she also landed as a sophemore. As dominating as she was it volleyball,
Noble may Iave been even more-so in basketball. In leading St, C. 10 the OVAC champion-
ship her senior campaign. Noble landed every conceivable lonor, She was voted, all OVAC,

all- Dastrict

- i) Valley and all-Ohio_ She was named the 1cam’s MVP and was chosen 1o play
n the OVAC All-Star Game_ In sofibatl, she was a three-year lenerwinner and was again
named MYP as a sentor,

Her St C career featured 10 athletie letters and being voted the school's female mhlete of
the vear for 1978-79. She was also a member of the St Claimsville Naoonak Honor Society,
She was inducted into the St Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008

Afler receiving her St C. diploma, Noble wenl from one hilllop 10 another. She chose
West Libenty State College o continue her athletic and academic pursiit and she wis a
rare three sport performer in college. She was an impact perforer early on for the Lady
Hidlioppers™ volleyball progrant. She was named all-WVIAC as 4 sophomore, junior and
sepior. She helped lead W1SC 10 the conference crown in 1981, Al conference honors and
Noble becanwe synonymous. She earned all-W VIAC plaudits in basketball as a senior and
as a jumor and senior in soltball. She was inducted into Lthe West Libeesy University Hall
of FFame in 2000 She returtied as West Liberty's head volleyball coach trom 19861995
During that tenure, she was twice 11987 & 1981) voted WVIAC Volleyball Coach ol the
Year. Noble is the chairperson of West Liberty's Department of Health & Human perfor
mance 10 the College of Lducation

Larry Marmie (Athicte - 19605)

Larry Marmie (Ramesville High School. Class of 19601 An All- Ohio
quarterback for the Shamrocks, be also carned AI-OVAC honors in footbab]
and All-Eastern Ofio honors in basketball and football as a senior. He also
wits seleeted All-Valley "Small School” first ream quarterback

Playng Jor coach Bob 1Smaokey | Wion on & 7-2 recard leam as o senior in
1959 _Marmie w, lected o the UPLAL-Olio Class AA wam and played in
the 1960 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star e The 1959 Shamrocks averaged
M points a game with Marmie rushing for 626 yards and passing for 560
yards in 2 balanced ek,

1960, fre walked on at Oheo Saate University and was a member of the
freshman team before iranstesring for his final three vears at Eastern Kentucky Univer
four-year starter a1 guarterback, he was wam <aptain and MVP as a senior and set seven
records

Afler ve college assistam coaching jobs, e joited Arizona State as defensive coordil
1985 and became head coach for four years from 1988-90 Afier stops al Tennessee and b
he joned the professional coacheng ranks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Cardinals, |-
Jodwed the St Eouis Rams (2004-03) and Seaitle Seahawks (2006-091, 1 .ast season was h
wvear in coaching

He carremly resides in Califorma

Peri Powell (Atiete - 19705)

Peri Powell (Martins ey High School, Class of 1979). She dislinguished
herset! as a superb colfege softball plaver. Unfortnately for Powell. ler high
school dud not Tield a prep sofiball ieam

Thae didn’t stop er. however. Trom being an exceptional athlete for the
Purple Riders, letering in three spons

Powell stell rates as one of the finest basketball plavers, male or female, in
Martins lerry history. She poured in 1304 points in her prep carcer, I the
process, the dynamite guard was accorded all-Obio honors as a junior and
sentor, She was also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was
captain of the Al Valley team thae same yeae

Powell displayed her versanlity by leitering four years in volleyball for the Ferrians wh
lettening three years in track and Tield.

Soltball came to the forelron: at the nest level. as Powell camed a full scholarship to the
of Steubenville. As fate would have it the college did away with the program after 1wo ye
Powedl remained undaunted. however. She simply ok Der vast softball skills to Wes|
State College. [t was a attove thal paid quick. albeit, short dividends. Powell cared fimst-t
WVEAC accolades in sofiball for the Lady Hillloppers. She opted. however, to leave West |

11 was not the end of her eoftegiate expioits, as she decided 1o ply herarade m Wheeling ¢
tnow Jesiat University . She seapted a brilliant two-vear career with the Lady Cardinals
She gained all WVIAC honors both seasons and wis named conference player of the s
senior. She batied 437 that year. Powell played in the NAIA national foumatsent 1n San A
leaas. Powell was voted NALA AIL American, the lirs Lady Cardinal athlele 1o ever gaen 1|
tinetion, Wheeling College reticed her softball jersey in 1987

Alter her play mg days, Powell distingerished herself in the coaching ranks. She served as W
Collepe hoad softball coach for two years, being named the WVIAC Coach of the Year, il 1
the college discontinue the progrm. Powell cumentiy serves as assistant softball cozieh at Martine
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Mark Emmerling ashiete - 19805)

Mark Emmerling (Enst Liverpool High Seltoul, Class of 1989). W restling
utid Emmerling are synonvmous,

Il is the unquestioned greatest grappler the Columbiana County-based
school has ever produced, Moreover, he i one of the most successiul
Ohio Valley Athleiie Conterence annals,

Emmerding reached rarified air i January of 1989 That is when the
talented and gritey Potter became only the second wrestler to win four
OVAC mat championships. the other being legendary Hal? of Famer Bobbs
Bougtis. Emmeriing established an Fast Liverpool school record, chalking
up L3S career wrestling viciories. He afso owns Potter sehool records Tor
mast high school lournament places {24). most ns £ 1001 and most dual maich victories

Ilis fourth OVAC Tournament title also beought him 1he coveted David Bierkortie A
emblematic as the wurney s MVE Emmerling capuured three sectional champmonships,
district crowis and a regional erown, 1his slate warnament hopes wene dashed by injurie
witor ad senior, His ma success was widely embraced hy the East Liverpool comnunit
received the Low Vendini Award as the school outstanding wrestler while also being ho
by thw ity s mayor with “Mark mmerling Day™ on Feb 6, 1489

Hex prep prowess led hine 1o West Virginia University whese he camed two mat letier
the Mouniatneers

Ite also performed well in cross country. earmng four ketiers for the Potiers, and excel
the ctissroom. being snducted in the school's National 1lonor Soctety
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Blaine Rose (Athlete - 1980s)

¢ Rose (S1anton High School, Class of 1984). In ils heyday,
boasted some of the premier athletes in the Chio Valley. but
2re better than Rose. He was a three-sport standout. wha pos
lecathlete-like talents in track while also skilled enough to earn
on I football scholarship.

could virwally do it all. whether on the gridiron, basketball
- in the track arena. When the dust setiled on his success-laden
reer, Rose opied to continue his athletic and academic career at
versity of Maryland, where he enjoyed a superb football career
) fi. 3. 210-pounder was Stanton’s only three-sports all-Valley
m selection. He was also selected by The Intelligencer as the 1983-84 Ohio Valley
irts athlete of the year,

was a three-year starter in football, starring as a tight end and defensive end. He
ected as captain of the all-Valley Small School team as a senior, a season i which
«cted more than 100 tackles and caught 23 passes for four touchdowns in a ground-
| offense.

used his great size and athleticism to sparkle in basketball. finishing s careet with
xoits. He was accorded first-team all-OVAC and all-valiey plaudits while being
third-team 2al1-Ohio. He averaged 18.1. points and 14.9 rebounds thal campaign as
finished with a sparkling 17-4 mark.

earned the rare distinetion of being a three-year all-Valley track selection. He
4 as a discus thrower, pole vaulter, high jumper while lending his speed to Red
* relay teams. He was a 13-foot pole vaulter which was remarkable for his size while
sing the discus 145 feet, winning multiple QVAC titles in those events.

picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculared to Maryland, leuering four years
Terrapins. He was the backup tight end his first two years before landing the starting
a junior. By the time he was a senior, Rose had blossomed into a 6 fi 3, 260-pounder
esulted him moving 1o a staning guard slot. The move paid dividends as it eamed him
1to the NFL. He was on the New England Patriots” taxi squad in 1990 and the Miami
15" taxi squad in 1991. Rose's pro football days ended in 1992 when he played for the
3 Thunder of the World Football League.

Sylvia Crawley (Athlete - 1990s)

Sylvia Crawley (Steubenville High School. Class of 1990). Utilizing her 6
ft. 4 frame. there wasn't much this Big Red product couldn’t do on a basket-
ball floar. Playing primarily at center, Crawley developed into one of the best
post players Steubenville and the Ohio Valley has ever seen. A three-year
letterwinner, Crawley enjoyed her finest campaign as a senior when she aver-
aged 17.9 points a game and led the Ohio Valley with 194 rebounds and an
astounding 7.3 blocked shots. Crawley. who also lettered in track and field.
ended her prep career with 978 points, 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots
For her efforts, Crawley was twice named 10 the all-OVAC Class AAA
first team and she captained the Ohio-side all-Valley squad as a senior afier
earming second team honors as a junior,

While scoring, rebounding and blockang shots at will. the recrusung picked up stearn for Crawley,
who received offers from North Carolina State, Indiana, Texas A&M, Minnesota and numerous
others. but she seitled on the University of North Carolina. For the Tar Heels. Crawley scored 1,158
points. grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shots, while staring 101 career games Her crowning
achievernent. however, came as 4 senior when she was named team captain and helped lead UNC 103
33.2 record and the NCAA National Championship. Crawley averaged 13.6 points and 5.2 rebounds
per game that season. Crawley was named ACC Defensive Player of the Year three umes. She was
an ahernate for the U.S. Olympic Team in 1996 and played on the national team for the 1999 s
Pan-Am Games and in the World University Games, North Carolina retired Crawley's number (00}
and it’s Just one of 11 jerseys to hang from the rafters in Carmichael Arena

Crawley’s hoop career continued professionally. She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries
She played in the now defunct ABL for five years and then after playing in Europe. she played three
seasons in the WNBA, During her time with the Portland Power i the ABL. Crawley won a slam
dunk contest with a blind-folded dunk. After he playing career. Crawley got imo coaching. She served
as an assistant a1 UNC and Fordham before being hired as the head coach at Ohio University She
held that post for two seasons and then accepied the Boston College jobr. resigning in March of 2012
citing health reasons.

Bethany Piccolini (Athete - 20005)

Ben Taylor (Athiete - 19905)

Taylor (Bellaire High School. Class of 19971, There's tough
n there’s the way this Big Reds™ ali-Ohioan played throughout
€.

n't matier what side of the ball. Taylor was heavily involved in
sess of the Big Reds’ football program in the mid 19%0s. During
s career. in which he eamed three letters. the Big Reds compiled
record.

of those three losses came in the Ohio Division IV State
jonship Game. During those seasons, Taylor saw lime at line-
safety and wide receiver for Coach John Magistro’s squad. Taylor. who was a first
|-Ohioan and a *Mr. Football” finalists as a senior, finished his career with 348 tack-
12 interceptions on defense, He was also a mainstay in the passing game, catching
sses for 1.679 yards and 12 touchdowns in his career, He was also an outstanding
He also awns the Bellaite single-season record for receptions in a season (70) and
His career tackle number ranks third in Bellaire history and his 192 tackles in a
ranks second. His receiving yardage is fourth. Taylor was chosen for the Ohio North-
A11.Star Game and was chosen as a team capiain. He also took part in the OVAC
r Game and captained that squad.
wnded a scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years. The Hokies were 399
Taylor's career in Blacksburg. En route to being named a semifinalist for the Butkus
which goes to the nation’s premier collegiate linebacker. Taylor recorded 318 tackles
sen career sacks. He was twice named all-American and all-Big East. Affer finishing
ular season undefeated in 1999, Taylor and the Hokies (whe had Michael Vick at
back) played i the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National Championship against Florida
The Hokies bost. 46-29, Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game after the
eason. He was then drafted in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round
nt four seasons a1 linebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green Bay
5 in 2006, but injuries ended his professional playing career. All told. he recorded 218
tackles in the NFL and had one interception
g with Taylor's football abilities. he was a member of two OVAC Championship
yall teams coached by OVAC Hall of Famer Gene Ammirante, The 1997 Big Reds®
quad won the district title. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career and
n track as a sprinter.
or was inducted 1o the Bellaire High School Hall of Fame in 2005.

Bethany Piceolini {S1. Clairsville High School, Class of 2001} It didn’t matter
the spont. his Lady Red Devils' product shined. A mainstay in basketball and a
state champion in track and field, it was in volleyball where Piccolini really left
her mark on the Lady Red Devils’ athletie program.

Piccolini was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Red Devils. eaming the
team's Most Valuable Player honor both as a junior and senior. Leading the
Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Piccolini was named first-team
all-Ohio as a senior, On tap of the honor, Piccolini was named the Diswict [2
Player of the Year and was a fiest 1eam all-QVAC sefection. She aiso captained
the inaugural all-Times Leader team as a senior, As a junior. Piccolini earned
first-team District 12. all-OVAC first team and honorable mention all-Ohio,

Her prowess in volleyball eamed her a scholarship to Eastern Michigan University where she was
a four-year lenerwinner. She ranks 13th in EMU career rankings in both kills and anempts and is
eighth in block assists, Her hitting percentage of 778 ranks third and she once had 10 blocks in a
match, which is tied for 11th,

In wack. Piccolini utilized her jumping ahility as a high and long jumper. She won the Division il
s1ate title in both events. She was a long jump champion as a junior and finished second that season
in the high jump. Piccolini’s all-time best high jump of 5 ft. 9is still the Division 11, Region 7 record
as well as the best-ever in the Ohio Valley. As a senior. Piccolini brought home the state gold in the
high jump. clearing 3 fi. 7. Her mark of 18 fi. 172 in.. which ranks third all-time in the Ohio Valley,
was good enough for third place. She also qualified 1o the state meet in the 400 once and ran on
sprint relays for the Lady Red Devils that also qualified for the state meet. Piccolini was also a five-
time OVAC champion. She was chosen to take pant in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions,
placing second in the long jump, fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400,

On the basketball court. Piccolini scored more than 1,000 points in her career and eamed first-team
all-Ohio as a senior when she scored 18 poinis a game. She was first-team all-OVAC as a senior and
she was also chosen for the GVAC All-Star Game. She was twice named team MVP.

While at EMU, Piccolini joined the Eagles’ track team and finished fifth in the Mid-American
Conference Qutdoor Championship Meet in the high jump. Piccolini graduated from Eastern
Michigan in 2006 with a degree in Sports Medicine-Exercise Science. She then earned a doctorate
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Jedidiah Stephen (Athlete - 20005)

of Physical Therapy from Wheeling Jesuit University in 2008.
Jedidiah Stephen (Shenandoah High School. Class of 2002). There isn't a ‘ /

sport you <an name that this former Zep didn't shine in during his high school -
career. While eamning ali-Ohio in football and basketball. it was on the baseball 2
-

diamond where Stephen experienced his greatest success.

A four-year starter for the Zeps. Stephen was one of the finest hitters the Chio
Valley has ever seen, He led the Zeps in hitting as a senior at 541, which still
stands as the school’s ail-time best. For his career. Stephen batted 475. He also
had significant pop in his bat as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit asa senior.
which ranked second in Ohio that season

Stephen made an impact early in his baseball career. leading the Zeps in home
runs {6} and average {374} as a freshman, He was named 10 the all-Eastern District team thnee tirmes
and eamed first-team all-Ohio as a senior. Along with that, he was named all-OVAC and all-PVC
numerous times during his career. As a senior, he was named OVAC Class AAA Player of the Year and
was chosen for the Mizuno All-Star Team. He was a four-time recipient of the “Golden Bat Award.”

Stephen signed a basebalk scholarship with The Ohio Staie University and made an insiant
impact. A four-year letterman, he started 195 games at third base and shonstop and batted 286 for
his career. He had 135 hits, 18 home runs, 95 RBI, scored 83 runs and drew 40 walks. A multiple-
time all-Academic Big Ten selection, he was named second team all-conference as a senior. He
had a brief stint as a professional, He was drafied in the eighth round of the Major League Baseball
Draft by the Baltimore Ortoles

Before seuling strictly on baseball, Stephen was a four-year letterman in football. An outstanding
punter and defensive back, Stephen had a brilliant senior season al quarterback, earning first-team
411-Ohio. allKOVAC. all-PVYC and an invitation to both the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games.
He finished his prep career with 4,110 vards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for 1.992 yards
and 32 wuchdowns. On the defensive side, he picked off 19 passes.

On the basketball court. Stephen helped guide the Zeps to 2 50-17 record during his career. He
filled 1 up for 23 points a game as a senior and finished his career with | 278 points. He scored 549
of those during his final campaign. including a single-game high of 55. Stephen was a first-team
all-Ohican as a senior and eamed Ohio Division 111 State Player of the Year honors to go along
with Eastem District Player of the Year. all-OVAC and all-PYC. He was also the Eastern District
nominee for “Mr. Basketball™ and took part in both the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games.

"3 -
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Bill Brubaker (ovAC Famity)

Bitt Brubaker {Mechanicsburg, Pa. High School, Class of 1974). Not
only has Brubaker enjoyed an ulimesuccessful 3-vear stint as head swim-
ming coach a The Linsly School, he's been a driving foree behine the con-
tinued growth of the sport throughout the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference.

He has spent lis entire high school conchring carcer Linsly and has
continued the school's amazing OVAC dominance in the pool, Brubaker's
list of conference titkes includes: combined Tidles (1981, °82. 83 and "84):
heovs titles (1985, "86. "87. "8, "8Y. 90, 91,792, 99, 03, 04, "5, 09,
THOTTE T2 13 and girls tites (1990, 791,793,793, 2000 11,12, 13).

He has coached fowr All-American swimmers - Ben Hazdetr, Jenoy
Loew. Theron Pappas and Kevin Rosepappa — and has couched a total of 31 Acad
Amcricans. Brubaker serves as the meet dircctor of the OVAC Swimming Champior
the event was reamed the Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships in 2013,

For "Bru™, swimming is a 365-day a year sport, everything lrom regular season hi
mects 1 sumner meets e AAL competitions,

As an athlete. Brubaker was a four-year letterman in swimming Mechanicsburg
a Tour-year letierman aL West Virginia Universily. He served as weam captain and wo
Law Award as the outsanding senzor swimmer. A fier obtaining his Bachelor of Science
FEducation and Teaching from West Virginia University. he SPCNLa year as an assistant ¢
the Mountaineers” swirt team and served one vear as meet director of the Eastent [nter
Swimming Championships. A twacher e Linsly since 1980, he serves as chair of 1
Studies Department,

James Companion (ovAc Contributor)

James F. Companion, Jr. (The Linsly School. Class of 1990). He
established Scholastic Sponts Marketing. LLC along with Bill thienteld
in 2004 (he has been the sole owner since 2011) help high scheool
leagues raise money (@ enhance the overall experience for high school
student-athletes by developing revenue streams while fostering aware.
! ness of the athletic events, conderences and institations.
Scholastic Spons Marketing. 1LLC began its association with (he
OVAC in the 2005-06 school year, everseeing marketing and proma- o
tions for the conference, Companion has secured locat. regional and
national sponsorships (among them the likes of McDonald's. Huntington Bank and Subway
Restaurants) and not only acquires the sponsers. but makes sure that the bills are peiel.
Thanks te 1.more than $T50000 hits heen generated w help make the Conlerence run,
wchiding more than $218.000 return 1o the schools through the baskethall playolTs over the
past seven year and more than $42.000 10 provide centificd 1rainers a every Conference-
run event. 33M has also served as the markeling arm for the West Virginia “Super Six™
Siate Foatball Championships since 3008 and. afong with WEOV-TVO. direets the “OVAC
Kickoff Night” cach year, Prior 1o forming Scholastic Spors Marketing. LLC. Companion
performed marketing and prometion duties a1 both Davidson College and the University
of South Carolina: served s an associate contmissioner of the Big South Conference; and
seeved on national Association of Colleptate Markeung Administrators (NACMA 1 Beard.

Bob Roe (Coaches)

Bob Roe (Warwood High School. Class of 19251 He did it all in the
athletie readm: a talented athlete: a multi-sport comeh who succeeded at both
the high school and college level: and even an official,

Al the time he retired from high school coaching in 1963 10 ke the
West Libenty State College job, Row was the winnisegest football coach in
CVAC history with a 182-1232.31 record. He coached 1t Warwveod High for
10 vears 1 1931-40) and then ac Wheeling High for 24 seasons 1194] 641

He was the winning co-coach (with brwin Howell) of the first West
Virginia-Ohey AH-Star Foutbail Ganme in 1940, beating Ohio 13-7 He Luer
served as the All-Star Game Dircetor from 1946-62,

He also led the Wheeling bovs™ teack squad 1o three straight OVAC wtdes (1944461 and a
rare one-class W. Va. state championship or 1946 1his weams were runner upn 1945 and “H

At West Liberty, be coached the Hillloppers for nine seasons including an unbuien season in
1970 and into the NATA playoffs in 1970 and "7t as West Virginia Conference champions. His
W1, coaching record was 30-24-7 He was 1wice named WVC Coach of the Year.

Roe was also a basketball official for 20 years. serving thiee wrns as prestdenc of the Ohio
Valiey Board of Approved Basketball Officials.

Asan athlete. he was a team capiain of the Warwood High football team and a four-vear virsin,
performer at Bethany College,

Roc, who passed away i’ 1984, is a member of five other halls of fame - West Virginia State
Spans. City of Wheeting, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper [Dan. Wess Liberty University and Bethany
College. He was also the recipient of the QVAC Track Cal Gelfin Award

Jim Potts (Couches)
Jim Potts (Buckhannon-Upshur High School. Class of 1964), Pouts began

teaching at Cameron in 1971 and he started the junior high wrestling progrm
there that year, He spent 31 vears as head wrestling coach of the Dragons
(1974:2005) and laser returned as an assistam varsity coach for several ¥CArs.
Potts compiled an impressive 363-94-4 dual meet record. winning 87 touma-
et championships and finishing as runner-up on 36 occasions. In OVAC
competition, Pous-led mat squads amassed 15 OVAC Class A loumament
championships (1984, "91."92.°93, "94., 95, 06, "97, "08. "99, 200} "01.
‘02, "03 and "05): finishing as the overatl second or third place finisher as
well. His teams aiso won 15 OVAC Dual Meet championships. Pous wis
named OVAC Wresting Coach of the Year a tolad of 15 times. His 1996 wam won the
Sandler Sportsmanship Award.

In stiwe competition, Cameron won four consecuiive W.Va, Class AA/A championshiy
@4 and finished as the runner-up three times. He was named West Virginia Class AA/
of 1he Year five times (1989, 91, °92, 03 and "94).

He received the OVAC's prestigious *Mr. Mal” award in 2008 for his dedication and s
the sport of wresiling and was inducted into the Wes Virginia Chapter of the National ¥
Hall of Famw in 2007,

He also served as head football coach a Cameron for 11 years. posting a 35.55 overa
mcluding one appearance in the W, Vi, Class A stace semifinals. He coached W, Va. 10
win over Ohio in the OVAC All-Star Football Classic i 1989, Potts also Spenl time as
trick and baseball coach.

As an athlewe. Pous competed in three spons (wnestling. footbatl and baseball) ac Buck
Upshur where he was a mentber of the school's 1963 siale championship football team .
played both foutbalt and baseball (a st ieam all-conference selection at Glenvilke State
casning his degnee there in 1967,

Paul Rickards (athiete - 1940

Paul Rickards (Wheeling High School, Class of 1944). He wars 2 three.
Spor star whe was labeled by Habl of Fume coach Bob Roc as the best
toothall player he ever coached. The 6-foor-1. 190-pounder played cemer
as i sophomore before becoming a running-passing quarterback-ilback-
linebacker-punter for the Wildeats. He was the only Lwo-time first eam,
one-class all-stater in 1942 and 1943 and was voted the Lop stale passer
for two years, As a senior. he compleled 60 passes - a rare qotal at dhe
time - for nine Ts and rushed for 10 seores. He also was the leam's 1)
tackler. kick returner and punter. He earned nickname of “Pitching Paul™
because of passing m cra or mostly runming.

kn basketball. he was a three-year regular and helped the Wildeats win the state one-cliss
tiele as @ junior when Whecling capped 26. 1 secord by winning its final 2{ games, He was
first team AI-OVAC on the first-ever selections and fest team one-class all “S1Ate as i senior
and second weam as a junior

In track. he won a rare “double™ in the one-class state meet. citpturing the long jumg ang
shot put for the state runner-up team. He also helped Wheeling win the first of (hree sieaigh
one«class OVAC crowns

Reeruited for foorball by Pite, he was 3 four-year letierman who ked the NCAA in passing
vards as a freshman with a school-record §97 yards.

He also played one year in the NFL with the Los Angeles Rams. He passed away in 1999,

Jack Prettyman (oficials)

Jack Prettyman tMoundsville High School. Class of 1958), One of the
best-known officials in the Okio Valley, he retired in 2007 afier working

3 years as @ member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Football
Otficials. spending wo years as president, two years a vice-president and
[0 years on the Execuunve Boaed: and 20 a member of the Ohio
Villey Board of Approved Basketball Officials, serving as president and
wice- president.

He worked WVSSAC playott zanies for 30 years. including the finals
cight times, as well as the West Virginia Novth-South All-S1ar Game: and
spent 20 years working OHSAA playoft games plus the Ohio North-South
All-Star Game,

Pretty man officiated the Rudy Mumdey OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic 17
and was the Honorary Referee at the game in 2008

Hu officiated West Virginia Conference games for 30 years in basketbal! and 27 in
mcluding 20 vears at the finals in baskethall and eight years of playolts m footbat
itlse worked games in i Easiern 8 and Atlantie 10 confercnces for 2% years, ineh
seirs of playoff action

Preiyman officiated shee years in tlie professional Indoor Football League, wor
championship game in 2002

A resident of Glen Dle. he recetved the Robent Dawson OVAC Basketball Officia
in 2002 a Speciad Achievement Award from the Dapper Dan Club of dywe Upper Ohi
1 2008 and several service awards from various officiating organizations.

.
Mike Ingram Athlete - 19505)

Mike Ingram (Belluire High School. Class of 1957). Nickaamed “The
Tank™ beeause of his physical play as a 5-foor-9. 220-pound fullback
finehacker. he wis a three-sport Big Reds” stalwant in fuotball. baskethall
and track. He led Bellaire 10 foothadl records of 7-3.940-1, 7-3 and 5-5

He was a two-time All-Eastern Ohie choice who was AILOVAC Class
AA st weam. All-Valley sceomd teanm. and AP All-Ohies seeond teamy as
it junior.

JRc:cruilv:d by Ohie State coach Woody Hayes, he was converted 1o an
offensive guard-linebacker and became 2 three vear Buckeye surter and
1961 weam co-caprain for the 8-0-1 record Big Tén Conlerence champons
which were rnked No. 2 in both wire service polls. Fhe 822 record 1960 1eam was
No. 8

He varmed first wam ATl-Big Ten as a senior and played in the East-West Shrine o
Hula Bowl pame. He was drafled by the NFI, Washington Redskins and AFL, Bosion
hut didn’t play pro ball, He passed away i 1981
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Jim Kerr (Athlete - 1950s)

rr {St. Clairsville High School. Class of 1957) After playing
<k as a junior. the first-year 6-foot. 180-pound running back
»d Devils 10 a 7-0-2 record while leading the Ohio Valley in
ith a school-record 1501 points tn nine games. He rushed for
ds (8.3 yards per carry} and landed six pass receptions for

fensive back, he had seven pass interceptions and the speed

returned kicks (7 kickoffs for 323 yards and five punts for
). He eamed All-Ohig, All-Valley. All-OVAC and All-Eastern
ball henors and he also competed in track.

Iti-threat back earned a scholarshig 10 Peni State where he was a three-year regu-
1g back-defensive back and kick returner on teams with records of 7-3. 9-2 and
a senior. he was the Nittany Lions’ 10p rusher. pass receiver. kickoff returner and
» scored three touchdowns against Army. In his last two seasons. Penn State won
wo Liberty Bowls over Alabama and Oregon.

+ deafied by 1he Washington Redskins and was a regular safety in his only two
45 a rookie. he led the Redskins in pass interceptions {7) and kickoff returns {14
ards) before being slowed by a leg injury. He is deceased.

Alan Jack (Athlete - 1960s)

Alan Jack (Wintersville High School. Class of 1966). He was a three-
year starter as a 6-foot, 205-pound fullback-linebacker on teams coached
by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob Keulewel] that went 9-1.8:)-[ and 9-1 with
only one loss to Ohio Valley foes. The last two teams also won Big Eight
League titles. He was a blocking fullback but, as a senior, he also rushed
115 times for 583 yards and scored 60 points.

His senior honors included All-OVAC Class AAA. All-Vailey Big
School, All-Eastern Chio and All-Big Eight,

He earmed a scholarship to Ohio State and, after playing on the fresh-
man team. he became a three-year starier as a 6-foot, 220-pound offen-
sive guard on teams wilk records of 6-3. 10-0 and 8-1. The unbeaten 1968 Big Ten Conference
champion team defeated an O.J. Simpson-led Southern California team. 27-16 in the Rose
Bowl and was crowned National Champion with a No.! ranking in both nauonal polls.

Jack was selected co-captamn of the Buckeyes' 8-1 record 1969 team which was co-Big Ten
Conference champion.

He also played in the 1970 Hula Bowl game.

mes ‘Junior’ Moore (Athiete - 1960s)

“Junior” Moore (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). He
se-sport Wildcat all-star in football, basketball and baseball
xd a football scholarship to Wake Forest.

1all. the 5-foot-10, 170-pound running back-defensive back-
ner was the OVs top Class AAA rusher with 1142 yards on
15 with nine TDs plus 14 pass receptions for 181 yards and
He was [irst team All-Valley. All-OVAC, All-Mountaineer
1d All-City Offense and Defense while eaming second team
A All-Saie while placing sixth in voting for the Kennedy
¢ was second eam All-Valley as a junior.

ear basketball letterman an top Wildcat teams. the [eft-handed potn guard led the
n in scoring (20 ppg). steals and assists as Wildcats went [9-1 in regular season
¢ OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked No, 2 in the final state regular season
sarmed first team Class AAA All-State. All-OVAC. All-Valley. All-City and All-
eer League, As a junior. he was sixth man on a Wildcal team which advanced to
Tlass AAA semifinals,

ball. he earned three letters as a first baseman-pitcher and started on the state one-
npionship team as a junior, He eamed second 1eam one-class All-State twice and.,
w, was first leam All-Valley while leading the Wildcats inhitting (.446)

. Forest. he led the freshman team in rushing before earning three varsity letters
ng the Deacons. as a sophomore, win their first-ever Atlantic Coast Conference
was a running back, wede receiver. defensive back and kickoff-punt returner. He
over 20 yards per kickofT retums for his career and had an 89-yard TD retumt vs.
Tech as a junior.

Rick Coles (athlete - 19705)

Rick Coles (Wheeling High. Class of 19711. He was a star for the Wild
cats in both football and basketball. eaming a scholarship to West Virginia
University in the lauer.

The 6-3. 170-pound guard enjoyed a record-setting hoop career. He aver-
aged 33.7 in the regular season as a senior, leading the Wildcats toa 21-3
record and OVAC championship honors. That squad also went on to win
sectional and regional titles en route to a state toumney berth

He tied the school's single-game scoring record, held by legendary Ev-
erett Brinkman, with 54 points in a 147-88 conquest of Oak Glen. He also
averaged an amazing 22 rebounds per game in his final campaign.

For his career. Coles netted | 389 paints. just 22 shy of Wheeling High's school standard.

He was a two-time all-Valley “Big School™. all-OVAC and all-W Va, first team honoree
Coles was selected as state player of the year by the Morganiown Touchdown Club following
his senior campaign

Coles also starred on the gridiron, letiering three years while performing at quarterback.
wide recelver and defensive back As a senior. he ranked second in OVAC Class AAA pass
ing yards with more than 1,100 yards.

Coles also used his versatility and athleticism on the Wildcais® track team. competing in
relays and as a high jumper,

Al WV Coles was the second-leading scorer as the Mountaineers’ freshman squad via his
14-point average He eamed a letter as a sophomore. playing in 22 games. As fate would have
it. however, Coles suffered a broken leg in the pre-season of his junior vear which limited his
play over the nexl two yeats,

Basketball coaching icon Sam Andy called Coles one of the two best players he ever
coached. the other being Hall of Famer Anthony Reed.

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - 1970s)

n “Chariey” Gorden (John Marshall High School, Class of
¢ was nothing short of owtstanding for the Monarchs in three
track. wrestling and football.

‘cightman in track for the powerful JM thinclads, Gordon estab-

2 all-time Ohio Valley discus mark on the strength of his 166-9
senior, a season in which he won the OVAC Class 3-A and West
state discus championships. He was second in the stale shot put

th a heave of 52-4. As a junior, he was OVAC and state discus

p to OQVAC Hall of Famer John Leon of Brooke.
ppled for OVAC Hall of Fame Coach Bill Hinegardner and scripted a senior season
1ber. Gordon went undefeated. leading the Monarchs 1o the overall OVAC crown
on 10 cap his mat career with the W. Va. Class AAA heavyweight title,

1 was also a standout on the football field. starting three years as an offensive line-
linebacker, He received all-Mountaineer League and all-OVAC laurels as senior.
the Monarchs won just one game.

2, 255.pounder received an offer to walk on to the WVU football program. The
id off as Gordon earned a full scholarship while starting two seasons on the offen-
and lettertng three limes.
1ior season of 1980 marked the inaugural campaign for Coach Don Nehien and new

neer Field. He was elected as a co-captain that season.

Mike Smith (Athlete - 1980s)

smith (Buckeye Trail High School. Class of 1983). He enjoyed
:onal and team success as the first four-year basketball letterman
farmiors,
lually, Smith finished a stellar hoops career with 2.188 points.
nks 23rd all-time in the OHSAA record book
swed 25 points in his first varsity game as a freshman, finishing
. points that season He then displayed remarkable consistency.
325 as a sophomore. 643 as a junior and 666 as a senior for a
- average of 228 points per game.
was selected to the all-Ohio Class A first team three times.
» being named the "Player of the Year" in 1983. He was also a three time first team
m District and all-District 12 selection. named “Player of the Year™ on bolh teams
or: and was a first team all-OVAC Class 2-A honoree. He played in the OVAC All-
etball Classic and the Ohio North-South All-Star Game following his senior sea-
ddition 1o ranking as Trail's all-time leading scorer, he is also the leading rebounder
and is thied all-time in free throw percentage at 83.9 percent.
1 Smith's career. Trail posted a sparkling record of 88-8 under the puidance of Coach
ggett. The Smith-led Warriors won three sectional titles. three district crowns and
»nal championship, making a slate tournament appearance 10 1983 with Smith scor.
oints in that game. Trail also captured two OVAC crowns.
continued 10 showcase his basketball 1alents at Rio Grande College. graduating 1n
th a degree in business. A four-year Jeugrman. he ranks ninth all-time on the Rio
scoring list with 1,741 pous,
s inducied mito the District 12 Bagketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2010.

Stan Boroski (Athlete - 1980s)

Stan Boroski (Buckeye South High School. Class of 1981). He may be
best known for his baseball career, but Boroski was a tremendous three-
spon standout at Buckeye South. He carned all-Ohio honors in football,
basketball and baseball for the Rebels,

Boroski quarterbacked South into the football post-season as a senior,
becoming the first Ohio Valley school to play in the OHSAA grid play
offs. He, unforiunately, missed that game due to an injury incurred in the
Buckeye North contest.

As a junior, he was a hard-nunning tailback. He rushed for more than
1.200 yards and 15 TDs that season. He atso booted four field goals.
amassing 116 total points.

In hoops. Boroski finished as Buckeye South’s fifth all-time leading scorer.

As a sentor. the Rebels got off 10 a 1-4 start while Boroski still nursed hus football injury.
Upon his return. South recled off 16 straight wins. He averaged 16 points a game in his senior
season, after posting an 18-point average as a junior. The 6-2 forward was a three-year letter-
man for legendary coach Henry Laszasz.

In baseball. Boroski starred on the mound and at the plate for South.

He batted 400 as a senior and nearly the same as a junior, He tossed a no-hitter as a semor.
Boroski led the Rebels to a pair of OVAC championships and two districts berths

The talented right-hander also was a standout in Legion baseball, performing for Maynard
In his final season for Post 666, be batied 327 while gomg 6-2 on the hill,

The Rayland native, who attended Ohio University caming a biology degree. played two
seasons in the Milwaukee Brewers’ organization. He ended his professional playing days as a
pitcher in the Kansas City Royals organization. His minor league career spawned a long and
successful coaching carece in professional baseball. Boroski spent 18 years coaching with the
Houston Astros orgamzation before being named bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on
Dec. 17, 2009. He still holds that post today. overseeing one of the premier staffs in Major
{_eague Baseball,
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Chad Brinker (Amiete - 19905}

Chad Brinker (Martins Ferny High School. Class of 19981 This
Purple Rider legend shined in thaee spons during his four-year prep
career, but it was in fooball where he really lefi o lasting mark.

Afler lettering as a freshman. Brinker got his chance 10 be the Purpie
Riders” main tailback midway through his sophomore season and
clearly made the most of his opponunits, Brinker finished his prep
citreer with 3984 yards, which ranks sceond allaime s Fern, and 51
touchdowns. The majonity of his carcer yards came as a senior when
b ricked up 2024 yards. After both his junior and senior scasons,
Brinker was named first-team all-kastern District and fuest-team all-Ohio. As 2 senior, he
was the district’s offensive player of the year and also the district’s nomnee for Ohio's
coveted Mr. Football Award. He was also named a USA Today All-American. Along with
s stne honors, Brinker was wice named Oestteam all-OVAC i alt Valley. serving as a
co-captant both in 1996 and 1997 Briaker 1ook part in the Rudy Muntley GVAC All Star
Charity Football Classic. but alter rushmg for 160 vards in she lirst half, he was inured and
didn’t play in the second haly

His success wasn't limited to the high school ranks. Brinker signed with Ohio Uhnversity
and carned four letters for the Bobeats. He was twice named ali-MAC and wis chosen 10
play in the 2002 Hela Bowl Al-Star Game in Hawaii, Brinkes finished his carcer with the
Bobeats with 2,826 yards and 27 rushing wuchdowns. which rnk filth and fourth on the
Q.U career listing, respectively. OF his yards. e ran for 1.09% ax a senior. He put torh 0.
b00-yard rushing games during his carcer. Brinker put forth those nambers despite missing
four games as a Junior because of an injury Though he went undrafied. Brinker signed with
the New York Jets in 2003 and plased in the preseason before being released on the final cut.
He scored twa touchdowns that pre-season. He played in NFL Eusope in 2004

Along with his fooball exploits, Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and field, He finished
seventh in the Division 11 100k meter dash as a senior. rusming 11.27. He also lettered in
basketball and baseball, He varned all- OVAC in haops,

Stce graduating from Ohio University with a degree in exercise science. Brinker served is
aradio color analyst for Bobeats” football games. served as an assistant coach al Westerville
Central and smee 2010 has worked i the player personnel department with she Green Bay
fackers. He recetved a Super Bowt ning after the Packers defeaied the Steelees 1 20 10

—

Eddie Drummond (Athiete - 19905)

Eddie Drummond Tl Linsly School. Class of 1998). Speed was
the name of the game for this former Cadet, Nittany Lion and NFL Pro
Bowler. Drummond was one of the fastest athleles to ever parieipate in
the Ohio Vatley Athletic Conference

While he excelled in rack and field. u was in fooball where
Drummond trly left his mark with the Cadets, leading them 10 2 29411
mark during his four years m the Orange & Black. Drummond rn for
3918 yards and 33 wuchdowns during his career. He finished with 70
FDs wnal and scored 423 ponits. He also closed his eareer with 5,729
all-purpose yards ny 40 games. During his junior season. i which | Msly
limshed 10-0. Dranumond ran Tor 1383 vards. which was his career high. The
he scored that season ranked fifih in the state of West Visgimia.Deurumond was na

falley Plaver of the Year following that season. He was theee times named ali-C
wice marned (o the fiestwany all-state unit n West Viegini, As a junior, he was
& defensive back and as a nmning back as a semior. He was the munaer-up for the
Awird, which goes 1o the Mounain Sute’s 1op prep player. He was also named
all-Valley three tinwes

Drumimiond chose w play for Joe Paterno and Penn S1ate aver offers from the like
Dame., Michigan and Florida State, He was a wide recerver. pnmarily for the Nug
He made 71 recepuions for 1132 yards and lve 1ouchdowns. He also ran for 272
i seone

Alter not bemng selected in che draft. Drununond signed with the Detroit Lions anc
lewm as a kick reterner, He averaged 26 yards a kickoll rewen, moked third in the
fifth dn the NFL, He had a punt return for a touchdown. He was sclected 1 the Pro
mamed all-Pro in 2004 Al old. he played five seasons i the NFL (four with Detro
with Kansas City 1. He speait the 2008 season on the Steelers” practice squad

Other that football at Linsly. Drummond was one of the top track sprners in
Valley. He Jost only one mace 1o an Ghio Valley athlete and shat was as a freshman
PR of 10.37 in the 100, which he mn during a sunuier meet afier his senior season, H
in the 200 and 389 in the 40, He was a four-time all-Valley selection.

Dan Stephens (athicte - 20005)

David Bertolino (Amiete - 20004

David Rertoling (Buckeye Local High School, Class of 2003, This
Panther product was a ane-sport athlete. but was one of the best wres
tlers to ever grace the mats in the Ohio Valley.

Bertoline was a four-year regular ac Buckéye. but really blossomed
as A puntor and senor. He won the individual championship at the
OVAC Tournament i both seasons.

He was a state qualifier as a junior and came back as a mar on a
mission the following season. Durmg s senior season. Bertoline put
forth an unblemished 44-0 record and won the 160 pound Division 11
state championship in the process.

Bertoling finished his prep carcer with a strong 133-22 record and was named the 2003
Eastern District Wrestler of the Year. Bertolino didn’t hang up the prep singlet immedi-
ately after receiving his OMSAA gold medal. He went 1o the National High School Senior
Coaches Assaciation Championship Tournament and placed third. warning all-American
honors at 160 pounds.

Prior to his senior scason. Bertoline was the gold medalist at the National Open Wrestling
Championship and then won the gold a1 the AAL Junior Otympics.

He wrestled for four years ac fowa S1ate University, three of those seasons were spent
under Bridgepont High graduate and OVAC Hall of Famer Bobby Douglas.

During his semor season, Bertolino carned NCAA Al American by virtue of finishing in
the top crght a1 197 pounds in his only tri o the national tourmamen

All told. Benolino fimshed his collegiate career with 2 68-31 record.

Following his collegate carver, Beroling atempled W gualify o the Unied Staies
Olympic “Team for e 2082 games in London. He spent nere than & year a3 the United
States Olympie Training Center in Colorado training.

Karrie Hutchins (Athlcte - 2000

Rarrie Hutchins (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 2001 1. This
former Pawrion helped officially put Wheeling Park soceer on the map
locally and around the state of West Virginia during her splendid prep
carger,

Hutching was a defensive standout and unguestioned leader of (he
Lady Palriols. which resulted in her twiee being named the West Virginia
Giatorade Plaver of the Year 12000 and 2001 ).

With Hutchins plaving a key role, the Patriots clained three siraight
West Virgrma Class AAA state titles and four straight big school OVAC
crowns,

Along wiath those honers. she was a three-time first-acam all-ste selection and Tour-time
all-OVAC pick. She was named OVAC Player of the Year as a jumior and scnios

Hutching was inducted 1o the Whecling Park High School Hall of Fame in 2007

Afler her prep career, Hutchins played ar West Virginta University where she became the
first Mountain Stice native 1o stant for the Mountaineers” women's progriam

Hutchins started 45 of 49 carcer malches as a delensive player and duzing her career. the
Mountaineers posted 3 shugouts,

During the 3003 season. with Hutchins plaving a key role, ihe Mountameers advanced
to the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament. The scason prior. WV U was the Big East Mid-
Atlantic champion,

She was named a teamt captain for the 2003 season, but her carcer came o an end due (o
Injury in the second match of that season.

Hutchins was atso a standout in 1he classroom m Park and WYL She was presenied the
Red Brown Cup in 2006, which goes to WVU s most outstanding all-around student-athlele
in terns of athletic. academic and civie achivvemeat, She also carncd CoSIDA Acadenie
All-District eam tn 2003 as well as the WYU Foundation Ouistanding Senior and was a
four-time Big East academic all-star.

Hutehins praduated with a degree @ business administration and
Professional Accountancy ai Wy

completed a Master ot

Dran Stephens 1The Linsly School, Class of 20000, 1t didn't matter the
season, licld or spor. s Cadets” product played and played well.

The only Linsly athiete 1o start for four years in football, basketbad)
and buschatl. Siephens shined exceptionally’ bright on the football and
baseball liclds

Stephens was a lour-year letterman for Terry Depew’s Tootball team.,
amassing a school record 292 tackies. playing primarily along the defens
sive line, He had a semnor scason in which he registered 76 lackkes and
five sacks. On the offensi du of the ball, Stephens ran for 832 yards
and 12 ouchdowns. He was a firsi-leam all-stae selection in Class Aand was a mult
abl-OVAC and all-Valley honoree on the gridiron.

On the baseball field. Tong-time Linsly head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens tf
hitler™ tw'd ever coached. Stephens led the Ohio Valley in hitting as @ sepior at 537
fieeted on eight home vun and dreve in a school-record 45 runs. He struck owt just ft
tha season. Stephens still holds the Linsly career record for home runs and RBI, H
were recognized by his selection to the all-OVAC wam muttiple umes and the ali-Va,
muhiple times

Cm the basketball count. Stephens pliyed on the interior. He still halds the Linsly n
rehounds and charges raken in his career. He was fecognized on the all-Valley acam i

Stephens took pant in the OVAC All-Star games for all three sports ad was the v
—the Zimmerman Award which goes to Linsly's best male athlewe.

After reeciving more than 23 collegiate scholarship offers combined between foo
baseball. Stephens cleeted 10 atlend the University of Pitsburgh 1o play tootbali.
Panthers. Siephens was @ four-year leterman and started 41 games along the defens
Uhe Panthers took part in five stright bowl games during his me in the Steel City,
the Fiesia Bowl Stephens received the Fiesta Bowl Ar Bodine MVP Award.

Alltold. Stephens was an all-Big Bast player and twice named 2n Acadenne All-A
He was listed on the Al Big East Academic Teams four times Stephens also received 1l
Sandberg Award. which goes w the Piit ahlele with the best overall academic and
achicvements. He reccived the Demale Stanley Awazd, which goes o a Pite footba
who has overcome e most adversity, Fimally. Swephens recerved the Blue Cold As
of the winners have their names on the ~Varsity Walk™ on campus 1t's the Pitz versic
Hall of Far,

Stephens was signed by the Bulfato Bills and was in easly camip wilh ilw organi.
2005,
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Denny Magruder (OVAC Contributor)

nis “Denny” Magruder {Wheeling Central Catholic High
1. Class of 1967).
ere were a "best friends™ Yist for the OVAC, his name would
iy be near the top.
:ruder has certainly opened his arms and given the nation’s
functional high school athletic conference a place 1o call
- primarily in his role as Executive Direclor of WesBanco
in downtown Wheeling.
Banco Arena has been home to the OVAC Museum including
il of Fame display singe 2009, with Magruder generously allowing the conference
nign of the outer concourse of the facility to showcase its reh history while also
g on the OVAC Museum Committee.
arena is host to the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet. OVAC Banquet of Champions,
*'Ron Mauck Wresiting Championships, OVAC Cheering Championships and
* Media Night, and at one time it hosted the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star
thall Classic.
ddition 10 its OVAC affiliation. WesBanco also serves as the home of the Wheeling
s of the East Coasl Hockey League and was the home of the Ohio Valley
ounds of the Indoor Football League for several years, Countless high school and
e basketball games have also taken place there.
sruder was the recipient of the first Distinguished Service Award presented by the
* Halt of Fame Committee in 2010 and the award was named in his honor thus all
recipients teceived the Denny Magruder Distinguished Service Award.
is a graduate of West Liberly State College with degree in accounting/business
\istration and a member of the first graduating class (1988) of the Public Assembly
ty Management School at Oglebay Resort and Canference Center; has served as a
y member andfor as regent of the school ever since. In addition 1o his position at
anco. which he has held since 1986, he also oversees the historic Capitol Music
serves on the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and as Executive Director of the
ar Wheeling Sponts and Entertainment Authority. Magruder has also served as tate
31, budget director and Urban Renewat Treasurer of the City of Wheeling: Business
geriComptroller of the Marshatl County Schools and as Treasurer of the Executive
[of the Wheeling Convention and Visitors Center.
received the 2005 Spirit & Leadership Award and was selected to the City of
ling Hall of Fame in 2011,

Linda Myers (OVAC Family)

Linda Myers (Warwood High School. Class of 1967). [U's been 35 years
since she joined the “family”. but there's been plenty of behind the scenes
?onlribulions made 10 the OVAC by this tireless, friendly face of the con-
erence,

Myers has been the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game
Program Coordinator since 1994, organizing, billing and cellecting ads and
assisting in production of (he massive program which generates thousands
of dollars 2ach year.

She served as liaison between the OVAC and what was then the Stone
& Thomas Queen of Queens Pageant staning in 1987, taking over as the
event coordinator in 1994 and continuing in that role for the conference until 2006. During that
lime. she revamped the event 1o include the awarding of thousands of dollars in scholarships to
the participants.

Myers also has worked with the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestiing Tournament in various capaci-
lies since 1980 assisted with the OVAC Banquel of Champions for the past 20 years and the
OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet for 12 years: and has served on the OVAC Museum Committee
since its inception in 2009.

Myers has also assisted with the VIP hospitality for the West Virginia "Super Six” Football
Championships in Wheeling for the past 21 years.

Myers’ list of awards includes being honored on the covered of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game program in 2009; receiving the James “Deadeye” Morris Award for suppott
of OVAC wrestling i 2002; and the Howard V. Corcoran Sr.. Memorial Award

A resident of Wheeling who eamed a B.S. degree from West Liberty State College in 1980 and
a Master’s degree from West Virginia University in 1985, she was employed by the Ohio County
Schools for 29 years. teaching at Triadelphia Middle School and Warwood School until her retire-
ment in 2009,

George Kellas II (Media)

George M. Ketlas II (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1973). A some-
limes controversial but always passionate broadcaster, Kellas simply loved
the Ohio Valley sports scene. especially high school athletics. and could be
found front-and-center as area teams made their way along the football or
basketball tournament trail for nearly 30 years.

After geuing his feet wet on the radio as far back as [977 and graduat-
ing from West Liberty State College in §980. Kellas spent 12 years at
WTRF-TV7 in Wheeling (1983-94) and then eight years at WTOV. TV in
Steubenville, both as a sports anchor and commentator,

Later in his carecr. he co-founded radio station WKKX-AM 1600 and
hosted The George Kellas Radio Talk Show from the station’s inception in 2004 until he died of
cancer in 2009 at the age of 53.

Kellas was a staunch supporter of the Pittsburgh professional sports ieams. particularly the
Steelers and the Pirates. In 1997, he began writing the Black and Gold Newsletter. a monthly
%ub[icalion dedicated 1o coverage of the Steelers which was available throughout the Ohio

alley.

Among his passions was greyhound racing at Wheeling Downs (now Wheeling Island
Racetrack). In 1985, he won the O.P. Smith Award for a story on My Tipper, the winner of the
1984 Commissioners Cup at Wheeling Downs. and a stakes race at the track was named in his
honor after his passing: The George Kellas Memarial.

He was the founder. co-owner and general manager of the valleys first professional indoor football
tearn. the Steel Valley Smash. in 1999, The team later became the Ohio Valley Greyhounds and captured
the National Indoor Football League championship in 2002 and 2003.

David ‘Ty’ Fleming (Coach)

{ “Ty" Fleming {Shadyside High School. Class of 1965). An
ive fooiball coach who ranks among the winningest in OVAC
he finished 23 years as a head coach with a 165-92 record.
sgan his coaching career as a football and basketball assistant at
' Falls in 1971-7Z. and returned 1o the Ohio Valley as an assistant
ire from 1972-74. He then served as head boys’ basketball coach
shn Central from 1974-79, coaching the Fighting Irish football
1 one season {1978) Lo a 7-3 record. From there, he moved on 1o
ige High near Akren as the head boys’ basketball coach for one
fore finally coming back to his alma mater.
1g his first wur of duty at Shadyside (1980-91), he coached two OVAC champion-
1ads (1982 and 1989) and two OHSAA playoff squads (1989 and [991). with his "8%
aching the stale semifinal game before Tosing 10 eventual state runncr-up McDonald.
; second go-round (1999-2008). his teams went 89-24 and made ¢ight more playoff
wces, claiming two regional titles (2000 and 2006) and reaching the Division VI
hampionship Game where they fost 10 Maria Stein Marion Local (17-0}. The Tigers
= pnce-beaten seasons and won three more OVAC crowns (2002, 2003 and 2007).
Jd. he coached Shadyside for 22 years, compiling a career record of 158-89 there which
rst in school history,
1g his time in Tigerlown, he also coached track and girls” basketball and served as the
s athletic director for 10 years. His 1982 wack squad captured an OVAC title and the
m was Class A District champions.
ing was a three-tinte Ohio Valisy "Coach of the Year™ and the 2000 recipient of the
amill Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley. He was inducted
+ Ohio Valley Faotball Coaches Association Hall of Fame carlier in 2015.
Ilar athlete at Shadyside whose brother Don is also in the OVAC Hall of Fame. he
¥ leuters in four sparts {football, basketball. baseball and track) in high school and
1 1o eamn three letters in basketball at Kent State University. graduating there in 1969.
- retiring as a teacherfeoach. he has worked as a color analyst for WTOV-TV¢ and
{ Radio on high school football broadcasts.

Rod JOhl‘lSOll (Coach)

Rod Johnson {Gahanna Lincoln High School. Class of [965). He was a
pioneer locally in the sport of high schoot volleyball, serving as a head coach
for a total of 1 years. including 14 years where he buih the Buckeye Trail High
program into a respected state power and then closing out his career with a
seven-year run where he injected life into a dormant Cambridge High program.
Johnson's combined record was an impressive 400+ 09 combined record, which
ranks 26th on the all-time Ohio High Schoal Athletic Association’s victory list,

During his 14 years as Trail's volleyball coach, the team amassed an incredible
294-47 record, winning ai least 22 games in each of the last 11 seasons. During
his tenure, the Lady Warriors won four OVAC titles, eight district crowns and
three regional championships, The 1985 squad advanced to the OHSAA Class AA state semifinals,
finishing with a 26-2 overall record and then four years laser. in 1989, Johnson and the Lady Warriors
teached the pinnacle by wining the Class AA state championship and posting a spotless 27-0 record.
Trait nearly went back-to-back under Johnson’s guidance, finishing as the Division 1] state runner-
up in 1990 with a 27-3 mark.

Atone point (1985-87). Johnson-coached Trail teams put together the state’s fourth-longest regular
season winning streak of 48 games.

He was named Ohio High School Votleyball Coaches Association Class AA “Coach of the Year™
in 1989 and he won the OVAC “Coach of the Year” award n 1986, He was also inducted into the
Buckeye Trail/East Guemnsey Athletic Hall of Fame in $999 and is the QVAC's first selection in the
Coaches category who piloted a girls’ sport,

Johnson stepped back into the coaching ranks in 2003, this ume at Cambridge. Starting from
the ground up. the Lady Bobcats went 6-18 his first year but that was the only losing season under
Johnson. During his seven years, CHS posted a 106-62 mark. The best season came in 2000 when
the Lady "Cats were 224 and won QVAC, sectional and district championships before losing in the
OHSAA Division Il Regional semifinals. Cambridge put together an OVAC “threepeal” by also
winning conference championships in 2010 and 201, with overall records of 19-5 and 18-6. respec-
tively, The Lady Cats were also East Central Ohio League runners-up four times under Johnson's
watch. He was tabbed OVAC and District 12 Division I “Coach of the Year™ in 2000 and 2010,




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Duane Powell (otficial)

Duane “Dibby" Powell (Beliaize High School, Class of 1932 s
regarded among the best officials by area coaches as well as his peers,
spending 25 years making the calls in bath football and basketball,

Fe began officiatng both sports in 1971 as a member of both the Ohio
Valley Board of Approved Fooibail Of s and the Chio Villey Board of
Approved Basketball Officials the received a lifetime membersivip w both
organizations).

During his career. he worked several O1ISAA football playeft zares
and basketball toumament games and also officiated countless small cel —

Jege football games in the West Virginia Conlerence

e was the honorary official st the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game: received
the OVAC Robent Dawson Basketball Offtcials Award in 2000 and received a Meritonous
Award from the OHSAA for ousstanding serviee to Iugh sehool athletics as an ofticial

Powell was born in Bitles Dot and he was an outstanding athlete al Bellaire High,

In basketball. he was regarded as one of the premier passers and playvmakers in Olho
Valley history. scaring 358 points as a senior while sarning all-Ghio. all-Valley and all-
Eastern Ohio accolades

He also played baseball for the Bellaire Civies and. as a pitcher. he signed with the
Piusburgh Pirates” Ganty weans in Brunswick ., Gearsia (Georgia State Leaguel in 1954,

1le was inducted o the Bellaire High Wall of Tame in 1989,

Powell. a veteran of ahe .S, Army, worked at the Marins Ferry plant off Wheeling
Pittsbugh Steel and afier retinmg, he was a bus driver for the Maning Ferry Cily Schools
Fle wats a member of 1he Pueple Rider Booster Club, American Lepion Post 3% and the
loresters of Lansing

He passed away in 2013 at the age of 78, and in fus memory Martins Ferry and Belluire
established the Duane Powell Memorial Sclolarshep Sofiball Cante i 2014

Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry (athicte - 19405)

Sam “Buz" Berry (Warwood High School, Class of 1946), 11 was the
first five-time All-OVAC honoree in foothall and basketball. The Viking
standout was selected 1o the first three AOVAC Class A (smalkest of
Iwo classes) basketball teams and the first two ALOVAC Class A football
leams as an end, Warwood won five OVAC sites and four City of Wheeling
crowis {six schools) in Tfootball and basketball during that peried and also
advanced to the W.Va. Basketball Touraament in 1933, his junior season.
e was a multiple All-Ciis honoree

He alsocarned AL S1ate honors an both spons. In the one-¢lass baskethatl
honors, he was a second weam pick as a senior and third team as a Jjunior, In
foorball, he was a third team All-State end as a junior.

In Warwood High™s best eea for hoth football and baskewball, as o Jjunior he team
OVAC Hall of Famer, bdgar Martin. 10 lead a 22-3 cecord and a state tourney berth ang
a9-1 record in football.

Berry continued Ris basketbali antics at Shepherd College from 19:49-52 where he
the Rams” Tirst promiaent player. e se1 a school carcer seoring record of 1947 poin
ames fora 224 average. As i sophomore, he became the school's first-ever All-West *
nlerence Tournament honoree and was all-tournament three years and three times all-
ence dwice second team aed onee liest seam).

He led state colleges in scoring as a unior (26.3) and senior (2693, with the latter
sixth in the naion .

A Shepherd Codlege Hall of Famner. he's a memiber of the A= Time West Virginia Con
lean

Berry relocated to Florida and is deceased.

Clyde Eads (athlete - 19505)

Clyde Eads (51. Clairsville High School. Class of 19581, The 6-foot-5
pereil-thin cager rewrote ehe Red Devils” basketball record-hook in a
three-vear career as a rare three time first eam All-OVAC honoree in
the largest Class AA. He still holds the single-game scoring mark ol 53
points fagainst Warwood in 1958} and his 1661 carcer points Jasted 45
vears as the school standard wntl broker by Dan Monteroso e aver
aged 27 points a game as a senior, 264 for his career and more than 25
points all three seasons including 25.1 as a sophomore

Ihs career £1936-538) was the same period as Bridgeporn superstar
John Havlicek and Lads fed \he Red Devils 10 a 6-1 carcer eecord over
1he Havlicek-led Bulldogs, As a senior on an 18- 3 team coached by Myles Witchey. the foes
split games and $1, € handed Bridgeport its only regular season [oss in a 17-2 overall cam.

paign. As a gunior, Eads led St.Cto three wins over Bridgeport in cluding a sectional vietors.

St Coowas 18-0 in regular season and ended 20-1 averall for the best record up to that time
at the school, The lone loss was 1o Zanesvitle in the Class AA district finals,

fads led St C.in scoring and eebounding for thiee seasons as the Red Devils compiled
A 30-13 recond.

He was recruited by Florida State University. but returned home the first year to enrell
at West Libenty State and play for coach Al Blainik, who had coached him as o sophomaore
and junior a1 St C.

As a freshmian in fus only scason a1 WLS. Eads averaged 20.7 [xAms & game o lead the
Ihloppers and became only the second West Virginia Conference player ever to carn first
team All-WVC as a freshman,

Eads thus became a rare Tirst team all-conference pl
n high school and college. Fle's a member of the
of Fame. [tis family seuled in the Tampa. Fla .. area

or i all four seasons he compesed
- Chirsville High School Alhletic Hall
and he 1s deceased,

Gene ‘Beef’ Lamone (athicte - 19505)

Gene “Beef” Lamone {(Wellsburg High School. Class of 19313, He was
an all-star two-way lineman at both the high school ar collepe kevel,

As aprep senior, e carned first team Class AA Al-OVAC and Class A
turd team All-West Virginia recognition before compeling i the annual
Ohio-West Virginia AN-Star Game.

Recruited by West Virgima University. he became one of the
Mountaineers” most honored football linemen. The four-vear letterman and
standowt 6-foot-2, 215-pound 1wo-way lmeman from [951-34 was 1eam
co-captan as a semor when WYL had an 8-1 record and was ranked No. =
12 nationally i 1he final Associated Press poll. WV was 28-7 in his lour
seasons including a 1953 Sugar Bowt berth ax Lamone siarted 34 siraight games.

He carned second team All-Amgrica al guard as a junior and third wam AP hono
sentor. He was the only ananimeus chaice on the 1954 All-Southern Conference 1oz
selected (o play inthe East-West All-Sear Game. Lamone was drafted in the fiftly tound
1953 Nanonal Football Leagee Dralt by the Philadelphia Fagles but an injury prevent
From compeimg

He later caached football e Linsly Military Iastitute from 1960-67 before Joining (h
ness world with ahome base in the Columbus, Ohio area. The retiree curreatly resides
Myers, Fla

He was given his nickname “Reet™ as a helty voutl by a Wellshurg neighbor, Red Don
OVAC Hall of ame sportscaster

Lamone earlier was inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame and the West v
Lmversity Sports 1Tall of 1-ame

Bipil

Rick Nau iAthlete - 19605)

Rick Nau (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 1969). The $-foot-
10 three-year Maroon Kimght guard betered some of the Central seoring
records set by OVAC Hall of Famer Dick Mitler whike vaming every
ehgible all-star honor as a junior and senior.

As a senior. he scored 336 points in 22 games fora 253 iverage o break
Milker's sentor mark of 244 set in 1932 the vear Miller was selected the
§ Player of e Year by the W.a. Spens Writers Association,
twas tops in the Ohio Valley Jargest Class AAA and led all
OV plavers with an 83.7% free throw percéntage

[ a hyvped match-up between Central and Beltaire St John's. Jed by chaner OVAC Hall of
Famer Alan Homyak, the Ceniral ace scored a personal tugh 39 points before exiting on fouls
with Central feading in the fourth period. Homyak led a S John's rally o win and scored +H
points

Nau's most cherished bonor was being named 10 the West Virginia “Big”™ All-State Team
teight players selected regardless of class, 2 prictice discontinued 7 fow wears later], He was also
a two-time honoree on the All-Vatley “Big School™. A-City and Al-W.Va, Cibolie selections
i Central’s final season before joining the Secondary School Activities Commission and he wils
AlFOVAC Class AAA fiest weam captain as a senior, Nau, the top Catholic scorer in the stane.
was capiain of the All-State parochial selections.He also was a two-time All-W Va, Catholic
Toumament pick. As a jumior on a minner-wp wam. he tied for the toumament hugh scorer with
63 points in three games including 2 Lourncy high 26 in the finals vs. Charlesion Cathalic, As a
sentor, he had the toumey game high of 27 vs_ Charleston Catholic.

Nau signed a schefarship with Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Vi, where he was a three-
year varsity regular after starting on she freshnn seam., Fle was wam co-¢ PLam as a sepior and
named the school’s 1973 “Male Athlele of the Year.” As a sophomore, he fielped te Monarchs
advance 1o the NCAA Division [ national tite giume where they futished runner-up 1 Evansville
(Ind.1, He was named o the Sowth Atlantic Regional Afl-Ti
senior. He averaged in double figures all thiee vasity seasons: 16,1
and 10.5 as a sophomore. Carcer- he scored 028 poists in 81 varsity games and dishied out
423 assists, His game highs were 23 vs. Me S0 Many s and M vs Virginia Tech and Fayeieville
State

Ed Pastilong (awiete - 19605)
Ed Pastifong (Moundsville High School. Class of 19613, The 6-foor- 1, 164

pround Trogan guanerback set school passing records as one of the earliest 2.000-
yard cureer passers in Ohio Valley listory.

Paging QB and middle fincbacker, he led the Trojans w0 a 23-5-2 three-year
record His 3-game career passing marks — all school records — were rare for
thal run-munded era: 124 completions of 238 tempts for 20635 vards and 24
touchdowns with only seven interceptions. As a senior on an $-2 record eam,
losing anly 10 W.va. Class AAA champion Wi and unbeaten OVAC 3-A ti
Mariins Ferry. Pastilong completed 55 of 108 acnals for 10 TDs and also rushed
for six scores. Agatnst Marshall County sival Benweod Union. he contpleted
cight of nine passes with three 115, Veteran Trojan coach Charkey Helinski said “he is 1)
passer Moundsvelle ever had.”

Pastilong was highly Jonored as a senior, He earied Jirst team honors on theee major sele
AWV, Class AAAL ANl Valley “Big School”™ and AIFOVAC Class AAA. As a Junior, b
sccond team All-Valley “Big School” and mention on ALOVAC 3A and AW, VA, Class A

He wits a three-sport letterman in football, basketball and baseball and camed baseball Adl-
mention. the only horor rolf tor the spring spon &1 1he time. Also, outsick of school, be won
Sate Golden Gloves boxing titke

Pastilong camed & scholarshep 3 West Virginia U. along with teo of his backfield mates -
Clegg and Tom Yeawr — and stared on the 3-1 record Treshman wam. He starmed in the
Blue-Gold Game where he led an upset win over the upperclassmen by accounting for thre
and appeared posed 1o compete for a starting job as a sophomere.

However, a shoulder separation foreed a red-shin season i his second year and he was lim
playing time on the varsity alihough he letiered wo years, In his sophonsore season, be stamed
win aver Furman and completed 3 of 10 passes for 197 virds and three Ts, In the opening
as @ junior, he passed for two TDs m a 20- 1) win over Richmond

Professinsally. he coavhed e Salens Collepe Jrom 1969-75 before jeining the WL A
Deparnent 1o siar a 35-year carcer including the final 21 yeirs as Adbletic Dirgctor, the k
tenure in WV history,

He was selected by e Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dans as ~Man of the Decade™ for the
and for a special award. “Ohio Valley Ambassador™ it 2010, e s in the WL Spons Hatl of
and the the W, Sports Hall of Fanw:

Alter WV retirement, he joined West Liberty U as Chair for the Athiletic Campai
Institutional Advancement.
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Rudy Jovicic (athlete - 19705)

avicic (Shadyside High School. Class of 1976). Jovicic was a
1 pecformer at Shadyside. competing in baseball, football and
was nothing short of sensational in the latter two,

was the unguestioned premier hurdler in the Ohio Valley dur-
sming Field days. As a senior, his hurdling prowess helped the
Tom Vichich lay claim to the state Class A championship. the
m Ohio boys™ track team 10 turn that trick.

tate meet Jovicic finished runner-up in both the high hurdles
urdles. He was nipped in both races by Roland fames. a future
; of Tennessee defensive back and first-round draft choice of the
.and Patriots. He also anchored a state-placing relay team.

tied the all-time Ohio Valley standards in both hurdle events. He clocked a sizzling
& highs and 19.5 in the lows.

elligencer named Jovicic co-caplain of the 19705 Ohio Valley All-Decade track
1g with Bridgepont's Craig Miller.

was also a gridiron star. He was a two-time AL-OVAC and All-Vatley honoree The
d running back gamered some 700 infantry siripes and 11 TDs as a senior while
ing 12 passes for 206 yards and [wo more scores

also enjoyed a long career as a prep gnd coach. He was head coach at Bridgepon
hree seasons after serving as a Bulldog assistant. He has also assisted with the gnd
it his alma mater.

Janis Trupovnieks (Athiete - 1970s)

Janis Trupovnieks (Cadiz High School. Class of 1977). Trupovnieks was
big in stature and equally as big in athletic production, The 6-7. 255-pounder
was a two-way fotce on the gridiron while also etching his name amongst
the elite weightman in track and field.

TFrupovnieks helped Coach Ron Pobolish’s grid team enjoy great success.
starting three years as a two-way tackle.

The Cardinals went 18-1-1 in Trupovnieks™ final two years. losing to and
tying St. John Central. The Cards bagged the OVAC 2-A title in his junior
campaign.

He carned a plethora of grid honors. including AP Eastern District
Lineman of the Year as a senior en route to gamering all-Ohio and all-OVAC plaudits. He
recarded 67 tackles, 31 assists and covered (wo fumbles as a senior.

Trupovnieks was also an accomplished kicker. making 42 consecutive PATS over a two-year
span, He also booted four field goals as a senior.

Trupovnicks used his lanky frame to the utmost ability in track. The All-Valley honoree
captured Cadiz High's first-ever state 1rack title by winning the Class AA discus crown via his
prodigious toss of 165-3_ At that time it was the third best toss in Ohio Valley annals.

As might be expecied. Trupovnieks was an inside force in hoops. The three-year regular
was a first-team All-Valley Small School selection and AIl-OVAC honoree as a senior afler
averaging 17 points per contest

Trupovnieks was a nationally recruited football recruit, and he opted for the University of
He was a Iwo-year lenierman for the Vols, starting as a senior on an 8-4 team which

Kelly Swierkos (Athlete - 19805)

Swierkos |Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1986).
was a pioneer in the arl of dominating pitching n the OVAC.
swthing short of wremendous on the hill.

her prep days. West Virginia had just one classification for girls”
Jespite bewng one of the smallest schools in the state. the Lady
ode Swierkes™ talented right arm 1o unparalleled heights
Donahue finished third i the state in her freshman season,
two years, Swierkos hurled the Lady Bishops (o the top of the
as they claimed a pair of state championships

0s” senior season was a bittersweet one. She battled injuries the
Mf of the season. but still managed to earn the mound win in the state opencr, As
d have 11, the ailing Swierkos was unable to take the circle in the remainder of the
imination tournament and the Lady Bishops did not win again,

ished her remarkable career with an eye-popping 63-6 record. Of those wins, eight
the no-hitter variety.

s accorded first-team all-state and all-OVAC plaudits her final two campaigns.

05 was also a stellar hoopster. She finished her basketball career with 1.009 points.

when there was no three-point field goal She also established school career records

wing and assists and was a first-team all-state basketball honoree as a senior

0s also delivered in quality fashion in the classroom, She graduated with a 3.85

140 scale. She also headlined The Intelligencer's All-Chio Valley Scholar-Athlete
l.

T
defeated Wisconsin 28-21 in the Garden State Bowl.

Paul Hoover (athlete - 1990s)

*aover (Steubenville High School. Class of 1994). Big Red has one
1est baseball traditions in the Ohio Valley and this former all-Ohioan
form that tradition during his four years.

+ for head coach Fred Heatheringion, Hoover was a three-year regu-
wubenville, helping to lead it 1o the state tournament as a sophomore.
te regional as a junior and three OVAC titles.

-nior. Hoover had his most productive season. He batted 454, scor-
ms and driving in 32 more, He had 13 doubles. two triples and a

1.

ing that season. he was named Division 11 Eastern District Player of
first-team all-OVAC and firsi-team all-Villey. He played in the Ohio Mizuno All-Star
d was chosen for the Sun Belt Classic in Oklahoma,

rexploded onto the prep baseball scene in 1992 when he batied 366 with six doubles,
1¢e runs. a triple and 21 RBI.

nior, Hoover batted 270 with 16 runs scored and 14 RBI. He had five doubles. a wiple
he hn.

career, he finished with a 369 average, 64 runs and 67 RBI.

¢ was drafted in the Major League Basebalt Draft in 1994 by the Houston Astros, but
) attend Kent State University where he earned three letters as the starting catcher.
olden Flash, Hoover played in 158 games, batting 269 with 86 runs scored. 87 RBL. 23
12 home muns and four triples.
‘ing his junior season. Hoover was drafied in the 23rd round by the Tampa Bay Rays and
3 10 sign. He played professionally from 1997 umtil 2010 and played in 40 major league
aning 250 with eight RBI and five doubles. Hoover appeared in the big leagues with
. Florida Marlins. Philadelphia Phillics and Boston Red Sox. He was the bullpen catcher
nillies in 2009 when they won the Wortd Series.

with his baseball exploits, Hoover was a standout basketball glayer for Steubenville. He
186 points. which ranks sixth all time at Big Red. He averaged 16.5 points a game in his
¢ was an all-OVAC and all-Valley performer multiple times.

Jamie Taylor (Athiete - 1980s)

Jamie Teylor {Edison South High School. Class of 1989). Taylor played
his first theee prep years at Jefferson Union before consolidation changed the
landscape 10 Edison South

He was a baseball and basketball standout. eaming all-OVAC honors
in both sports. On the diamond, however. Taylor was nothing short of
sensaticnal

As a senior, he was the OVAC “Player of the Year™ 10 go with his All-Ohio
honors. That campaign saw Taylor slam 10 home rens. driving in 33 runs to
go with a robust 54{} batting average.

He was no slouch on the mound, either, recording a 5-2 record with 47 Ks
and a 2.11 ERA in his final campaign

Taylor's junior season was just as productive, batting .575 with 10 homers and 46 RBI. He
was also 7-4 on the hill. recording 84 strikeouts in 47 innings of work

He ended his Edison bascball career by establishing a new Ohio Valley standard with 32
home runs.

Taylor's athletic exploits were almost as productive on the hardwood. The 6-2 guard ended
his Edison South days with |.439 points. He averaged 22.1 ppg as a senior.

Taylor's stellar baseball drew the attention of Division I college coaches from across the
nation, He opted 10 stay close 1o home, signing with The Ohio State University and he enjoyed
a sparkling three-year stay with the Buckeyes before heading off 1o the pros.

As a freshman, Taylor led OSU with seven home runs and was named to the Big Ten All-
Toutnament Team as the Buckeyes claimed the conference crown and placed third in the
Midwest Regional,

As a junior, he was 1abbed first-team all-Big Ten as a third baseman, It was a campaign in
which he batied 382 with 36 walks,

Such success resulted in Taylor being chosen by the Cleveland Indians in the fifth round of
the 1992 MLB Draft. He played seven seasons in the minors, topping out in Class AAA in 1998
before retiring. He batted .275 in 690 minor league games.
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Mike McLeod (Athlete - 1990s)

Mike McLeod (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1992). There's not a
sport you can name that this former Patriot wouldn't have shined in had he
opted ta play.

In the three he did play — football, basketball and baseball
lasting impression on Park and Ohic Valley history.

Eootball is where Mcleod probably made his biggest impact, playing quar-
\erback and linebacker. He helped guide the Paricts o the Class AAA state
championship game in 1991 where they fell to Capital, 15-14, in overtime.
Defensively, McLeod was one of the Patriots” leading tacklers for three consecu-
live seasons., As a senior, he recorded 49 iackles, (wo sacks and recovered two
fumbles. From his quarterback spot, McLeod threw 11 touchdowns. He shared the offensive spot-
light. that season, with eventual Kennedy Award winner. Boogie Johnson, who ran for 2,000 yards.

MeLeod's season didn't go unnoticed, He was first-team afl-state, all-OVAC and all-Valley and
attracted the eyes of college recruiters. He had scholarships offers from the likes of West Virginia,
Indjana, Marshall and others.

However, McLeod's ultimate passion lied with baseball where he was a two-year standout as an
outficlder. He batted 490 as a senior, which was the second best in the Ohio Vatley. regardless of
class. He had 42 hits. seven doubles, a riple and three home runs. He drove in 20 and scored 28 nuns
Again, he was recognized as first-team all-state in Class AAA, all-OVAC and all-Valley.

On the basketball coun, McLeod was a point-guard for the Patriots for theee years, helping @
lead them to the state tournament iwice. He finished his career with 1230 points and averaged 21.7
points and {1 rebounds per game as a senior. McLeod was a first-team all-state selection and was
also firsi-team all-OVAC (three times) and alt-Valley {twice)

Despile the college football offers, McLeod opted for baseball nght out of high school. Although that
didn't pan out and he eventually enrolled at Youngstown State and joined the football team He was a
member of the Penguins’ Division 1-AA national championship squad in 1994, playing for Jim Tressel,

A member of the Wheeting Park Sports Hail of Fame, he is currently the Patrions’ head baseball
coach,

he made a
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Brittany Hocker (Athiete - 20005)

Brittany Hocker (Bridgeport High School, Class of 3EM). The
Bridgeport Bullet., as she wis nicknamed during her prep track and field
days. sel the siandard for female sprinting in the Ohio Valley and the
state of Obio.

Hocker burst onto the seene i 2001 when she won the 200-meter dash
al Dayion’s Welcome Stadium as a freshiman. Farlier i thit state meel,
she finished second in the LOG-meter dash

That 100-meter race proved to be the final ime she lost in it event
for the remainder of her prep career, Hocker was undefeated during her
sophomore, junior and senior seasons in the short spring, Prior to the state
final, she had been unblemished as a freshman. o

As a sophomore. Hocker notched her first siate championship in the HX-meters, bt
settled for second in the 200.

Hocker was a four-time OVAC Class 1A 100-meter dash champion and three-time Class
tA 200-meter champion. Though she never ran the mee i the postseason. Hocker was a
theee-time OVAC Class 1A 200-meter champion

As a prep sprinter, Hocker™s personal best in the 100 was 1181 seconds. Tt stood as a
state record i Division HEunul 2011, Her mark, which was set during her senjor season.
st stands as a state aect record.

Her 200 personal best time of 24.22 15 also a state meet record, She setshat in 2004 when
she compleled her second conseeutive sprint sweep

Afler high school, Hocker opted to continue hee track and feld career at the Liniversiry
af Akron where she put forth an impressive career, carsing all-Mid American Conlerence
honors, She was the MAC Indoor and Ouwdoor conference champion m the 200 in 2008,
She set the Akron school record indeor for the 400 and placed in both the O and 00 in
2005 as a true freshman, As a collegiate mnner. Hocker focused mare on the 400 and sel
the Akren record for both idoor amd outdoor competition with tmes of 5439 {indoor) wnd
34.22 toutdoors,

Along with track and field, Hocker
basketball.

also varned letters during her high school career in

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

John Nese (OvAC Contributor)

John Nese (East Piusburgh High School. Class of 19565, Teacher...
caich .. olficial ... broadcasier. He's done them all.

White spending 54 vears in the education field, Nese coached boys/girls gzt
basketball and bascball. followed thal up with a tine officiating careerand all | . ¥
the while worked as a radio broadcaster. i 'y
Iy basketball. he began his coaching carcer at Follansbee St Anthony [

11960-611. winning the W, Class B State Carholte Chamipionship with
a 175 record. After two sears (#961-63) as an assistane at East Pittsbureh
High - his alma maner ~ he came 10 Sieubenvilte Catholic Central where he
coached the boys” want 10 years 11963731 with a 121-87 record; three see-
tional titles. three disteiet titles and one OVAC champiunship (1973) when his squad compiled a
22-2 overall record - the best in school history — led by Tellow Hall of Famer Jim Wood.

He later retarned 1o the hardwouod as the Steubenville Catholic girls” coach (1987-900, posting
4 56-10 record with two sectional tles: two OVAC crowns {1988 and "891 and the school's best
record (21-2 in 89

He closed out his hoops” coaching with the Indian Creek junior high irls" e 11993.2007)
where e won an additional 116 games aganst 40 Josses.

He was named Coach of the Year muliiple times n the Bastern Disteiet and District S and
was selected as the co-conch of the United Stares ATl Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Roundbalt
Classic m Pinsburgh,

In baseball, Nese coached Steubenvatle Catholic from 196375 with sparkling 19777 record .
His teams won seven seetonals, five districts and one regianal, Nnishing as the state unner-up w
Shaker Heights in 1965, His 1974 squad posted 2 sehool-best 24-4 overall mark

After rettring from coaching. Nese wanted 1o remain close 1o high schoul athletics and begame
a baseballfsoftball umpire. He was i respected member of that profession as well, and was hon

ored 1o work in 10 consecutive GHSAA State Sofibatl Tournaments. He also served as an instie

tor with the Steubenville Umpires Association Nese also had a 30-plus year cancer as a WSTV
gadio play-by -play aniouttcer and color communtator, workiag countless Toothall, baskethall and
American Legion baseball games.

This marks Nese's sixth Hall of Fame selection. He's also in the Ohio High Schuol Baseball
Conches Association {1981 1. the East Boros Chapter of the Pennsy [vaniz Spors Hall of Fune
11986 the OHSAA Otticrals Hall of Fame (19964 the District 3 Basketball Coaches Association
Hall of Fame (2006): and the Franciscan University Hall of Fame (20081,

Al East Piusburgh (Pa.) High, Nese was a three-year ketterman and co-capiain of the Class
B3 Pennsylvania state runner-ap, He graduated trom the Callege of Steubenville in 160 whene
he was a four year leterman and 3 member of the No. 1-ranked small college basketball wam
11957-58) and 1earu co-captain as # senior. He oblained his master's degree from the Eniversizy
of Daston in 1974,

Ted Talkington (Alete - 2005)

Yed Tatkington (Magnola High School. Class of 2004). This Blue Eagle
product could simply score the hasketball during his peep career,

Magnalias allaime scoring leder finished his carcer with 2024 points.
which was more than 600 pomis beter than his nearest competitor. As a
senior, Talkingion scored at i 31 points per game clip. which followed up a
junior season i wiich he pourcd i 295 potnts 3 contest

During the 2003-04 campaign, Tatkington cstablished his career-high point
total with 45 As a sentor. he shot 82 percent from the Toul Tine and connected
on 64 three-poiniers

talkington’s pame wasat limiled to scoring. however He also averaged
i8a L 3.5 rebownds and 2.7 steals

Along with kading the state in scoring twice. ineluding the 2002-02 season, he he
the Blue Eagles to the Class AA state championship. By domg that. he became just <
Mountam State products 1 accomplish the feat. joinmg the likes of Jerry West, OJ. Mz
Brooks and Bill Maphis.

Lalkingion's aforeesttioned career-point tolal mnks 16th in West Virgina history

He was a first-leam all-state selection as both a junior and semior and caplained the
seasons. He was a second-team all-state pick after his senior season. He was alse an
andt all-Valley performer. captaining the all-Valley team twice,

He also scored 20 poinss 10 helping West Virginia rally for a 9282 victony in the
Munmley OVAC AllStar Game

After high schoel. ‘Talkinglon wried down several collegiate offers to accept an
schokuship and walk-on spotat West Virgiia University, He plaved in 46 gimes dunng
with the Mountaineers and letiered twice. He was a member of WYUS Natonat |
Tournament championshipy weam in 2007,

He opted not to play basketball during fus final season of eligibidiey. ¢lecting to enrofl
sehool after grduating with a degree in chemistny with a 40 grace pone averipe

Along wath his baskeibatl prowess. Talkington was a standout tor the Biue Eagle
tean, He was twice named all-OVAC — § first-team selection as a junior and honorab
pick as i seaor

Bob Koch (ovac Family)

Bob hoclt | John Marshall High School. Class of 19715 Back in 2009 when
be retred from Cameror High School, Koch offered a telling quote "My
goal b always been 10 leave this a beter place than it was whea | found it

In Roch’s case. everywhere he's been and everyone he's known has been
betier for it and that cenainly inclades every comer of the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conterenee

His association wilh the contereace dates bick to 1981 when began helping
with the hands-on caleulations of the scores a the OVAC Ron Maack Wiesthng
Toumament, a role he filled Tor the next 30 yeass untd the results were con-
puterized At that poinl. be continued to assist by working the bullpen arca. He received o
oumanient Service Awand i 1998 and he OVAC Toumament Diteetor's Award in 201

Koch has been on the OVAC Fxeeutive Board — the goveming body of the bi-stale ¢t
—sinee 1989 first as the Class A representative and then as the Game Direelor of the OV
Mumley All-Siar Fooball CGame.

It i that role — one he assemed i 2001 - that he has shined above all others due
undenaking of the event from the selection of coaches and pliyers. coordinating 1he w
cantp which is currently at Bethany College to all of the game-related activities which o
the week of the game,

Respeeted for his opinions ad is knowledge of the hisiors of the conference, Koct
heen a member of the GVAC Hatl of Fame Commsittee and the OVAC Museum Conn
several vears

Koch graduated from West Virginia University and later obtained his master's degres
cducation there. He spent one year aL Mantins Ferny High before moving on 1o Camen
he begase a 33-year career as a math teacher. He dssartied the role of athletic director
and spent the sext 20 years guiding the Dragons” athlelic programs 1o countless succ
fagtlities upgrades before reliring in 2008, Koch also spent severil y 15 AN asststant
coach at CHS under the highly -successtul Jim Pous.

He senved as co-chamman of the Friends of Cameron Football event for six ACArs, a
special honoree of that sroup in 2005 for his conteibutions

. .
Jimmy Mountain vcdia)
James A, Jimmy”™ Mowmtain (5t John Central High School. Class of
9311 You nught say he ~looked down from the mowniain” as far as Ohio
Valley journalists were coneeried.

Mountain ehromeled the events of the areq — both i and out of the
athletie realm — with particular emphasis on the Bellaire area. but he was
well-known up and down the river tor his writing siyle of accemuating the
posttve as well as his legendars enterainimg and mformative columns dur
ing nearly a half century.

A twe-sport aihlete lootball and basketballl at St John's. he began his
Journalistic career right oul of lugh school working for Greater Wheeling
Home Talk and the Martins Ferry Dady Times, He served as Sports Editor for wha
The Times Leader unil he was called into munary serviee in 1941 during World Wa
upon his return he began a lengthy tenure as head ‘of the Betlaire Bureaw of that news
Although fus primary focos shifted 10 news, he cominued 10 cover SPOTING evenls Al
fixture at Netson Freld Toothall games invoiving both Bellaire asd St. John Contral und
legends Bill Van Horne and Cal Pokas.

An amaieurs boxer and a talented sotiball picher, Mountan had a life-long pas
American lustory. He was a member of Sizma Delta Chi = journalism’s honerary fra
and received several honors ineluding the ficst Man of the Year feom the Bellaife Le

Chechoslovak Society of America: the Citizen of the Year from the Bellaire Eraten:
of Palice Assocites; id was abbed an honorany eraduate of Bellaire H P School

selected Tor that school's Wall of Fame He filse serve

as Clerk of Council for i
Bellaire. He passed away on July 24, 1988 at the age of




SREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Stan Blankenship (Coach)

nkenship (Nicholas County High School, Class of 1968). He
ra resumne unrivaled by anyone in the girls’ basketball coach-
-ompiling a record of 542-240 during a career that began in
-ontinued until his retirement in 2011. Those lofty numbers
he all-time winningest coach in girls” hoops in both the Ohio
the entire state of West Virginia.
ship's Lady Monarchs reached the pinnacle in 1982 when
he West Virginia Class AAA State Championship with All-
JVAC Hall of Famer Amy Gamble as the star player

ed IMHS to West Virginia Class AAA runner-up finishes in 1992 and 1994, Under
se. JMHS won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns,

y Monarchs alsc won nine OVAC championships under Blankenship's watch
783, "84, "B3. 91, 942000, 2002). The five straight ntles from 1981-83 marks
consecutive string of girls’ conference crowns recorded 10 date.
ship saw significant changes 1n high school hoops during his coaching career
he institution of the three-point line: the use of a smaller basketball and the move
isketball in West Virginia from fall 10 winter. He coached an amazing 40 players
an 1o play college basketball alter graduaung from JMHS.

coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Classic several times and
& OVAC's Richard Saffield Gurls” Basketball Coaches Award in 2005,
;hi'ln move to the area from Nicholas County where he was a multi-sport standout
100/
winued at the collegiate level when he attended West Virginia Wesleyan College.
in 1973 after amassing an unheard-of 13 varsity leters ifour in track, four in cross
wr in basketbal! and ane in football).
wisingly, he was inducted into the West Virginia Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame

Tom West (Coach)

st {Mannington High School, Class of 1957). When he made the
1 coach and 1each a1 Valley High, West did so for the long haul
ur vears at Midview High in Grafion, Ohio, he came 10 Pine
:re he became a coaching institution. guiding the Lumberjacks”
am for a total of 36 years over two terms ~ his first from 1971-
hen. afier a seven-year absence, he returned from 2008-2013.
iis 40 years as a head coach, he amassed a record of 242-176-1,
a 223-151 mark at Valley

ached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs 10
ars from 1991-200 and finished as the state runner-up five times
L9596 and 98}, His 1993-94-95 teams all went undefeated in the regular season.
nberjacks won OVAC championships in 1995 and 97 and captured the Mason-
1ference crown 11 times {1979, 85, 87,89, 91.92.93.94,95.96 and 97)

.0 served as an assistant basketball coach from 1971.83

iball field ar VHS is named Tom West Field in his honor.

«eived his bachelor's degree in Education from Fairmont State Collzage in 1961 and
s degree in Administration from Akron University in 1971,

im his leaching career in Midview in 1961 where he was an assistant basketball
ult coach and then the head football coach from 1967-70 before taking the job at

sh.

Dave Linn (Coach)

Dave Linn (Zane Trace High School, Class of 1971). Linn made his
mark as the Buckeye Trzil High girls’ basketball coach for a decade
(1976-86). including am amazing four-year run of appearances in the
OHSAA State Tournament {1978-81)

Trail's 1978 squad posted a 22-1 overall record, defeating Smithville
(4£-38) in the Class A state semifinals before Falling 10 Ada (51-391 m
the championship game,

The 1979 team reached the pinnacle, defeating Fort Loramie {56-38)
in the state semifinals and then downing Holgate (51-32) in the Class A
championship game to complete a 23-2 record season.

The Lady Warriors weren't finished. returning to the “Final Four™ in 1980 where the beal
Portsmouth Clay {59-44) in the semifinals before falling to Mansfield St. Peter’s (61 57
overtime) in the title game for a final 26-1 record; and then making it back to the champion-
ship game again in 1981, topping Edgerton (71-58) in the semis and losing another heart-
breaker {54-52) to Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record

During his [0 years as the Trail girls’ coach, he compiled an tmpressive 211-37 record,
an 85 percent victory ratio Trail also won the OVAC Class A girls’ championship in 1984
under Linn

After some time off. he had a 12-year run as the Trail boys’ coach (1999-2010), amassing
119 wins including three or four sectional championships and a distnct title/regional appear
ance in 2009 Linn-coached boys’ 1eams won the Pioneer Valley Conference title outnight in
2005 and shared the crown with Frontier and Shenandoah sn 2010. The 2003 team also won
the OVAC Class 2-A crown

During his career. Linn was selected "Coach of the Year” al various times in the Eastern
District and Distdct 12 and he was selected to coach in the OHSBCA Nonb-South All-Star
Game in £982

A charter member of the East Guemnsey/Buckeye Trail Athleuc Hall of Fame n 1996,
he's served as the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Secretary/Treasurer and as the
Pepsi/District 12 All-Star Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College,
he was District 12's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Honor in 2013 and was inducted into the District [2 Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Fame in 2013,

Jay Handlan (Athlete - 19405)

Jay" Handlan {Triadelphia High School, Class of 1946). He
varsity letters in five spons for the Linle Reds during three
hree each in basketball, football and track. two in tennis and
imming.
etbali. the 6-foot-2 forward earned All-City and All-OVAC
1ss AA and was all-state mention. In football, he was a regular
unter. After high school. he served three years in the U.S, Army
‘olling a1 Washington & Lee University in Lexington. Va
ing for W&L in the Southern Conference — then a major col-
»iball league which included West Virginia. Duke. Virginia, etc., and others which
and formed the Atlantic Coast Conference == he left his mark as one of the all-time
ific basketball scorers in major college history.
ime only the third major college player to score more than 2,000 career painds by
is 94-game career with 15 points against WV in his final game to reach 2002, He
21.6 points for his career.
nior. he averaged 26.2 points to nose out WVU All-American Mark Workman for
ace nationally. He also led the nation in free throw shooting {86%) and set an NCAA
th 18-for-18 against Virginia. He also scored a school, and Southern Conference.
th 66 points (49 in the first hatf) — then the third highest-ever major college mark
1 Furman. In that game, he 1ook 71 goal attempts (making 30). which remains the
sision 1 NCAA record on the books.
1 eamed Helms Foundation All-America as a junior and was twice All-Southern
., As a senior. he also became a kicker/punter for the football team and was offered a
1the Cleveland Browns. He also lettered in ack.
. drafted by the NBA Indianapolis Olympians, but opied 1o play in the National
Basketball League with the Akron Goodyear Wingfoots. He played four years and
IBL All-Star in 1954,
. re was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame

Andy Cross (Omcial)

Andy Crass |Morgantown High School. Class of 1972}. One of the more
recognizable officials of the Ohio Valley, Cross enjoyed a remarkable carcer
calling the action in baseball, basketball and later in volieyball

His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he
decided to follow in the footsteps of his father who had worked football,
basketball and baseball games in the Morgantown area, with his young son
accompanying him to many of the events.

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond Among the highlights were
23 regional and 13 state tournament assignments in Ohio and L0 regional
and 13 state toumaments in West Virginia. He also umpired the Mizuna
All-Star Series in Ohio eight umes, The final game of his career came in the 2013 West
Virginia State Tournamend.

His basketball officiating spanned 31 years. On the Ohio side, he had |3 regional and three
stale assignments in girks’ hoops and seven regional assignments in boys' hoops while in West
Virginia. he worked nine regionals and three state tourmaments for the girls and 12 regionals
and two state toumaments [or the boys.

Cross was the 2009 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials Award presented at
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic and was honored with the Districy
12 Basketball Coaches Association “Official of the Year™ award in 1997.

In the latter stages of his officiating career. he added volleyball to the mix and worked eight
years. including many games at the tournament level in both states.

In addition 10 his on-field/court work, Cross alse served as president, secretary. interpreter
and class instructor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice-presidemt and
interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Basketbali Officials. He was also a member of the
National Federation of Officials {NFOA) in both West Virginia and Ohio.

Cross was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 2010.

Eddie Becker (Athlete - 1950s)

Eddie Becker (Wheeling High School, Class of [950). A four-year Wildcat
basketball player, he was 1he most highly honored player on 1wo teams which
played in West Virginia State Championship games in the large-school Class
A. As a junior, the *Cats finished state runner-up to Fairmont Senior, As 2
senior. Wheeling capped a 25-0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame
coach Everett Brinkman with the last of five titles and a state finals® win
over Elkins, §3-50.

Becker. a two-time All-State Tournament pick. earned first team all-class
All-State as a senior as well as All-OVAC largest Class A and All-City hon-
ors. He averaged 16.1 points as a junior and led the *Cats as a senior with
more than 20 points a game — tare for that era, He scored 20 or more poinis seven times with
a high of 29 as Wheeling averaged 64 poims per game. He also played football.

Recruited by West Virginia U.. he left his mark on the WV U record books The 6-fool forward
led the frashman team in scoring with a 25-point gait, The dead-eye jump-shooter lettered three
times on the varsity and ended a 75-game career with 1,127 points (15 ppg) — the second most
in school histary at the time. He averaged 18.7 as a senior when he was tcam MVP. He also
carned All-Southern Conference second team and was selected to the All-SC Tournament team.

At the time he graduated. he was one of 19 players listed on the All-Time W VL Team charns.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Neil Habig (Athicte - 19505)

Nedl Habig (Wheeling Cemiral Migh School, Class of 1954). An
honared high school and college football prayer. he competed longer
major pro football than any Maroon Knight in history

As a prep senior, the Martins Ferry native carned first cam all-star
hanors on every eligible selection = Adl-Valley ~Big School”. All-
OVAC largest Class AA. and the five-school AILCity team. Rated the
“best defensive end”™ n OV by coaches who selected All-Valley, he
two-way end and punter was the top blocker on a run-orienied twim and
Tandled four touchdown passes

The 6-foo, 190-pounder helped the Maroon Knigits win their Tissl-ever OVAC Class AA
(largest class a1 the timey title, with an 8-1 record, The fone loss 13-7 100 10-0 record
Benwood Union. the OVAC Class A champion which finished as the state runner-ap,

He caried a scholarship 1o Purdue University where e played both ways but wis colvert-
ed. on offense. from end 1o center, A three-year leterman ad WOy ear SIfRCr al center-tine-
backer-defensive end, e was selected as wam MVP as a senior on 2 soster which had 13 Ohjo
Valley producis including OVAC Hall of Fame honoress Nick Mumley and Kenny Mikes.

Thabig. o second team AIL-Big Ten Conference seleetion, played in the Senior Bow | AlL Star
game. He was drafied by the Green Bay Packers, but opied for the Canadian Football Lengue.

He played seven seasons (1958-64) as a center-linebacker with the Saskatehewan
Roughniders and was a dominant player a his position, He was a CFL AlLStar center in
1962. the first year s honor was awarded. and a Western Conference All-Star six tinmes.
As a linchacker. he was noted dor his pass coverage and had 10 piss interceptions including
SV I 1963,

Rob Munn cAthlcte - 19605)

Kob Munn (Bridgeport High School. Class of 19661 {he three spon
staidout helped 1he Bulldogs record their best combined footballibaskes -
ball school year in history,

In football. the team captun and quariecback-defensave back led the
first perfect record 19-0) dn school history. Coached by Jog Aull. 1he
Butldogs captured the OVAC Class AA e and were ranked No_ 5 in she
Tiral Ohie Class A poll by United Press Inernational, Brideepon capped
the perfect season with o 2211 win anrival Martins Ferry for oniy the
Lhird wia in 43 seres games vs, dhe Purple Riders.

By basketball, the twi e leam captain aachored the schoobs First
ever unbeaten regular seasen team ¢18-01 which captired an OVAC Class AA tide am
rasked Mo, 1 the Ohio Class A poll by United Press International . Coached by
Halb of Tamer Frank Baxier, the Bulldogs scored more than 100 points in five game
won seetional and districl crowns before Talling 1o Daion., 71-70, in the Cantor Regio
finish ar 24-1.

The G-foot-1. 1 75-pound foeeward averaged 24.1 points and 12 rebounds a eame asa ¢
afier sporting a 20-point norm as a juaior

The seaior was runner-up for Ohio UPE Class A Player of the Year o Kerry Myers of €
and eaened first weam All-Ghio from UPL and third seam from The Associated Press. He
was twice an AILOVAC seleetion and an All-District honoree in Easieen Ohio.

Mune was also n pitcher-infielder on the Bull " baseball weam

The 2010 Bridgeport High Hall of Fame inductee carned 3 baskethall scholarsh
Marshall University where he was a three-year vassiy plaver after averaging %4 point
shooling 46,8 percenz from the Noor o the freslman leam

=
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Ben Wiley (Aiete - 19605)

Ben Wiley (Powhatan High School. Class of 19631, He ked his team 10
the school's bust-ever basketball season (20-)) and only unbeaten (18-0)
regular season in sehool history

The 3-foot-9. 150-pound guard was a lour-year player who scored near-
Iy 1.500 career points for the Indians. As o senior, he averaged 283 points
a gamy and was named Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year tor the wam
coached by Lou Blumling, Iater a head coach o the Wheeling Ironmen pro
football wam, Wiley was a two-time Al-OVAC Class A choice and 1abbed
co-caplain as i serior and captain as a junior. The two-lime AlL District
honoree also was a first team All-Ofio choice by both The Associaled
Press and Gnited Press Imernational as a senior,

In 1963, the Indians shared 1he OVAC Class A crown with Paden City and ended wily a
20-1 record after bowing to Strasburg, 73-61 in the Class A District Toarnament.

In bascball. he was a senior repular on the second ladians” team w win an Ohie title, The
Indians advanced 10 the regional tournament all four years 11960-03) during Wiley s caever,
The 19063 wam. coached by Frank Blad, capped 2 13-2 record season by winning the Ohio
Class A crown with a 30 charpionship garic win over Dublin afier downing Spencerville,
-1, in the semilinals,

Wiley. a senior class president and honor student. attended Gannon © oflege in Erie, Pa..
and played basketball for four years. The playmaker averaged [0.6 ponts as a senior with a
high game of 28 points. 1e scored 896 potnts in Iis career and was inducted info the Ginnon
Spoarts Hall of Fame in 1986,

After graduation, he remained in the Erie area and became a civie leader who was reeng-
nezed multiple limes including the raming of a public buikling afier him. e died in 2004

Jim Wood (aticte - 1970s)

Jim Waood (Stenbenville Catholic Central 1igh School, Class of 1973).
This Crusader was one of 1he most dominant basketball big men i the
OVAC during 1he varly 1970s, The alented 6-foot, 9-inch post help to
carey Catholic Central 10 1t [irst OVAC hoop crown. wirning the trick in
1973 in Class AAA — the largest classification at that tme, The Crissacders
went 22-2 that season. winning seetiomal and district ttles along the way

He averaged 20 points and 15 rebounds 2 game as a senior. Those num-
bers. combined with the team™s success. eamed i frst-leam all-Ohio
LiPLand second-tcam AP allsiawe accolades 1o go with all-Eastern District
plaudlis

He was named first-team all OVAC as a junior and sentior, named 2 vo-caplain in 197
addivon, one Flonda newspaper (abbed him as honorable mention AL American as 4 se

Wood was also i iwo-year letterian in basehall for Catholic Central.

His superb hardwood exploits carned him scholarship 10 Georgia Tech. wherg he beg
i four-vear regular al center and was v wam's leading scorer his first three years (11,1,
and 1471 and second on the wam as a senior (14,11, He also led the wam in rebounds
vears, [hs career wrats included 359 pornss and 740 rebounds.

Woud was inducted into the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame in 1985 just cight years afler ¢
ing his degree fram the school. Afier his collegiate carcer. Wood played basketball in 8
Ameriga for 12 vears

I'he Steubenville Catholic Central Flalt of Famer still resides in the Ohio Valley and
OVAC basketball official.

Jim Woofter (Athlete - 197

Jim Woofter (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1973). He earned the
henor of becoming the fiest Golden Bear miblete o attain All-American
hanors, earning hese plaudits for his grid greatness al linebacker, center
and fullback.

The 6:2, 225-pounder was o two-lime fissi-eam afl-state, al-OVAC
and all-Valley honeree. As a senior, he was caplam of the all-Valley “Big
School™ defensive team and runner-up for the Hune Award. emblematic
of the state’s Lop Bneman,

As a senior, he recorded 126 tackles. 49 assists. five fumble secoveries
and forced siv fumbles in helping 1he Golden Bears 1 0 7-3 record. The tenacious defender
registercd 86 solo tackles. 46 assists, cight 1ackles for lasses. three fumble recoveries and four
inlerceptions as a junior

Woofter’s sparkling feothall exploits carned him AH-American honoss from Craeh &
Atfete and Scholastic Coach magarines

His prep football suecess miracted recruners from all the major schools. and Woolier opred
for the Univessity of Tennessee, It proved o be a good choice as e was a three-year kenerman
and two-year starter at defensive tackle for the Volunteers.

ihs athletic suceess was not limiled (o juse the gridicon. As a senior. hie was stale shot
put champion a Oak Glen with a 82-foor, 7-inch effort, and be also won the OVAC Class
AAA shor put crown, Woofler was also a lorce in wrestling. He was the OVAC runaer-up at
heavyweight as a senior.

}

Kim Augur (Athiete - 19804)

Aim Awgrer (East Liverpool High School. Class of 19831 Her mas
impressive clum 1o fme is winniag the OHSAA Class AAA 300 meter dash
state championship as a senior in 54 87 seconds. She missed the siate record
by 2 mere onc-tenth of a second. Later on in thal same state meet Augur
claimed 1he silver medal in the 200-meter dash 135.18),

This Poller track great still holds the Ohio Valley record in the 400 meters
at 5487, She also established sehool records in the 100 ¢12.3) and 200
(24.50), the laner siill ranking as 1he second-best in valley history behind
the 24.22 wrned én years later Bridgepon's Britany Hocker, also an OVAC
Hall of Iamer

Autgur 15 also a member of the Potlers” school: record Sxd00-meter relay
team which wrned i a 11,1 clockig during her junior campaign,

Her achievenients earned her a track scholarship o The Ohio State | nversity

Augur was e one sport wonder. She was also a talented basketball player for Lasi Live
carning lirst-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and sentor

Augur was inducted e the East Liverpool 1Eigh Athletic Hall of Eame in 1990,

Dave Delande (Amicte - 19%0%)

Dave Delande (S1_Clairsville 1igh Schoot. Class of 19821 This wrestling
great distinguished himself both on the prep and collegiate levels

His Red Devils® mat career was nothing short of sensational, He finished
with @ stellar 136-10-1 recond. In the process. Delande was 1 three-lane
OVAC champion. He was also the rusner-ug as a frostiman.

Delance was also a cunner-upac the OHS AA S1ate W restling Championships
as 132-pound junior and he placed Tifth at [38 pounds as a senior

He continued his wrestling greatess at West labeny under the nuriering
of fegendary coich Vinee Monseau,

Delande was o three time NATA All-American for the Hilloppers. achivving the feat in
dilferent weipht divisions. Fle was seventh m 242, fourth ar 150 and nanenal runaer-up al

His four-year W, record wa arkling 96.23,

He still eanks i the wop 10 in ¢ight Hilttopper ali-time ma records: fails, shiouts, 2
near falls, 3-point wear falls, reversals, team points, wins and best winning percentage.

Jusi as intpressively, Dedande also was (he Hillwpper weestling program’s first Acac
All-Americar, carning back-to-back academic laurels in 1985 and [986. He was also |
tiene weam ¢iplain

He was inducted nte the West Liberty Universits Athlene Hall of Fame ia 2010, After g

his West Libenty diploma. he became a CPA
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Jodi Bates (Athlete - 19905)

ates (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 19991, Speed to
nf: s exactly what this former Colt possessed as it penained to

ield,

fout sprinter for the Colis, Bates shined in the 100+ and 200-
shes, winning 10 state medals during her career.
»rst onto scene in a big way as a freshman, placing second in
100 (12.32) and 200 {25.12) at the Division II state meet, She
sw down from there.

yphomore, Bates won her first state championship, blazing the
Jium track 10 a 24.87 to capture the 200-meter dash, She also finished second in the
37) for the second straight season.
sroke through and climbed to the w0p of the state podium in the 100-meter dash
3t 1t was one of four medals she claimed in that meet, She won the 100 in 12.22,
second in the 200 (25.25) and ran a leg on the fifth-place 4x 106 (50.81) and ¢ighth
100 squads

het senior campaign. Bates ran consistemly under the coveted 12.second barmier
essfully defended her 100-meter title (12.10) and anchored the fifth-place 4x100
uring the first state meet at Dayton's Welcome Stadium.
e 10 the state competition, Bates won 14 OVAC championships, including four
00- and 200-meter titles. She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional champion-
4ing her career, while running a personal best time of 11.95. which sull stands as
brooks all-time best and is the second-best in Ohio Valley history.
wer prep career, Bates signed (o run at Wheeling Jesuit Universuy. She competed just
n before developing an injury. which proved to be career ending, She atempied a
k after transferring to Muskingum University, but the injury was simply too much
me.
on the track is where Bates made her mark, she also lettered twice in basketball and
onorable mention ail-league selection,

Matt Powell (Athlete - 19905)

Mazt Powell (Bamesville High School, Class of 1990). This former
Shamrocks didn't ust score the ball, he filled it up every night during
an impressive four-year career with 2.174 career points (still in the top
30 alt-time 1n Ohio).

Powell helped lead the Shamrocks to their first trip 10 the Ohio Sweet
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 poinis per game en
route 10 first-team all-Ohio accolades by both The Associated Press and
United Press Intemational.

UPI selected him as its Division L[ state player of the year, a worthy
honor when you censider he scored 760 points that season. connected on
60, three-point goals and was 168-0f-203 from the foul line. That senior-year explosion fol
lowed a junior season in which he scored 621 points and his 46 “treys”

Powell made an immediate impact for the Shamrocks. He scored 282 points as 2 freshman
and then really took off, pouning in 510 points as a sophomore

His presence is still felt at Bamesville. He owns three of the top four point totals ever
recorded at Bamesville. His single-game high of 45 ranked third and his 60 bonus baskets
rank second all-time. Powell's career points and free throws made (411} are school records.

Along with being recognized as all-Ohio. Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio
North-South All-Star Games. He was the capain of the all-OVAC Class AAA weam, Eastemn
District Player of the Year. District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valiey Big
Schaol team. He was selected 10 the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of
Fame in 2010.

Alier his prep career. Powel| originally went to the Air Force Academy, but transferred back
1o Rio Grande College and etched bus name into its lore

He scored 2.367 career points at the college level, which is second in Rio Grande history to
only Bevo Francis. He led Rio Grande to the NAIA Nauonal Tournament in Tulsa, Qklahoma
during his senior season He was a three-tume all-Mid Ohio Conference selection. a two-time
all-District 22 honoree and a NAIA All-American Honorable Mention chatce after the 1952
93 campaign. As a senior at Rio Grande, Powell. who battled a foot tnjury during his junior
campaign. scored 705 points and served as a co-captain,

Zach Amedro (Athlete - 2000s)

{medro (John Marshall High School. Class of 2005). The Ohio
as produced several prolific passers in its huistory. This former

is near the top in every passing category there ts.

enjor, Amedro finished fourth in the balloting for the Kennedy
1d was a first-team all-state selection after putnng forth one of the
lific statistical seasons in history. He completed 188-of-289 pass
)39 yards and 33 touchdowns. He also ran for six touchdowns.
ompleted a brilliant three-year stint as quarterback tn which he
r more than 6.000 yards and 53 touchdowns. He completed 426-
arecr passes.

with his stale-wide honors, Amedro was named ALI-OVAC and was the offensive
of The Intelligencer’s All-Valley team, In 2002, he was the newspaper’s “Sophomore
sar.

wiginally astending then FCS member Appalachian State. Amedro transferred back to
1+ Valley and had a remarkable career at West Libeny where he twice finished as run-
s the Hartan Hill Award. which is the Pivision 1[ equivalent to the Heisman Trophy.
10 set Division 11 passing records for yards (14.733) and completions (1.0791. His
0-yard passing games were also the best in Division IT history.

fing the Hillloppers to the NCAA Division 11 playoffs as a senior. Amedro finished
85 for 4058 yards and 38 touchdowns in 10 games. He had a season-high eight
wns and 44 completions.
7 Amedro's junior season, the Hillloppers won the WVIAC title and qualified for the
, avenging their only loss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro.

ro was twice named WVIAC “Player of (he Year™ and was a first-team Division [
srican and second-team Small College All-American by The Associated Press.

Kacie Vavrek (Atblete - 2000s)

Kacie Vavrek (Bellaire High School. Class of 2002, You name the sport
and this former Big Red shined brightly.

A four-year letterntan in three sports, Vavrek left her biggest marks on the
basketball court and on the track.

In basketball, Vavtek scored in bunches. She finished her prep career with
1631 pounts, which at the time of her graduation was tops amongst Bellaire
fernales_ I1's since been broken by her sister. Ashley.

During her senior season, Vavrek led the area in scoring at 239 poinis
a game She was named first-leam All-Ohio. All-Disnct 12, AN-OVAC.
Eastern District “Player of the Year™ and finished fourth in the voting for
Ohio's Ms. Basketball,

Vavrek took part in both the Ohic North-South Game and the OVAC All-Star Game. She
led the South squad with 20 poimts in that contest.

As a junior. Vavrek scored at an OV-best 22,7 points per game clip. She was named first-
1eam All-Ohic, All-Eastern District, All-District 12. All-OVAC and captained the All-Valley
eam

On the track. Vavrek was one of the area’s all-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers.
Vavrek finished her prep career with [0 state medals. Taking that a step further. she won a
trio of state championships.

After reaching the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore to come up short.
Vavrek broke through as a junior by winning the staie title. She was fourth in the low hurdles
and fifth in the high jump that season as well.

As a senior, Vavrek went double-gold. She defended her high hurdle title and added the
lows, which was an event she didn’t compete in ofien early in her career. She was a four-time
placer in the high jump. Vavrek's personal-best time of 14.53 had been the valley’s all-time
best.

Along with her state success, Vavrek was a four-time OVAC high hurdle champion. All
told. she waon or played a role in 11 conference track 1itles and helped the Big Reds claim
LW [2M CTOWNS.

Vavrek was atso a standout in volleyball, She was chosen as AL-OVAC and played in both
the District 12 and OVAC All-S1ar Games.

Vavrek was named the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Female Athlete of the Year for 2002.

With opporunities to run track or play hoops. Vavrek elected to continue her roundball
career at Kent State University. She was a four-year player for the Flashes and started in 22
games during her career,

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of

Dr. Nick Trombetta

Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District
Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa.

“As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this conference plays in the lives of the member
schools’ student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded-
icated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which [ am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame
is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and
motivate today’s athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success.”
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Ross StOltZ {OVAC Contributor)

Russ Stoltz (Naponee High School (Nebraska), Class of [965). He
has been a toue friend and supporter of the conference. most evident
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC MeDonald's All-Star Band which
entertaing the crowd during pregame and halfiime 3t the annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Stae Football Game each July. The band features
some of the best musicians fram schools throughoat the conlerence who
come together for a week prior 10 the game and never disappoint with a
spectacular performance,
Under Stohiz” leadership. Meld sponsor of the OVAC
Kick-Off Classic: the Wesl Virgini ate Football Championships which have
become a fisture at Wheeling Istand Stadiun: and has a steong focal involvement with many
arca schools including and sponsorships. stadium banners. seorcboards aad yuitrbooks as
well as donating 10 areu irack meets and baseball events.
McDonald’s Is also a yearly sponsor of the highly-regarded “Heast of the East™ suwmimer
baseball tournament which bas become a summertime staple in the Ohio Valley: a mijor
sponsor of the area’s professiotal hockey team - e Wheeling Nailers: an donates annually
{0 the local YMCA.
Stltz personally presents loeal nominations w athletes for the prestigeous McDonald s
High School Alk-American Classic.
He began his career with McDonalds in 1965 as a [7-vear old crew member, Afier serv-
ing in the U.S, Army t1967-70) and anending the University of Nebraska (Class of 1973),
he retuened 10 MeDonald's in various capacities starting in 1974 and since 1996 has boen
the Owner:Operator of 10 MeDonald s restzurants threughout the Ohio Valley (Bamesville.
Belmont. Etn Grove, Mantins Ferry. Mouxlsville, St.Clatrsville, Triadelphia. Warwomd and
Woodsficld).
Stoltz has recetved Lhe Golden Arch Award. the McDonald's Corporation’s highest recog-
nition for an Owner/Cperator that recognizes @ focus on customer service. oustanding food
quality and restaurant operations. and cxceptional comtributions to the local commumLy,
He™s a board member of the Ronald McDenald House Charities of Morgamiown: a long-
time sponser for MeDonald's MAC Grants for Teachers progrim; and provides exiensive
SUPPOIT 1o local schools.

Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph (OvAC Family)

Arthur “Buich” Joseph iBellaire High School. Class of 1963). When
he conference needs to keep things “running™ in the Tall or the spring,
Jusepls has been the go-w gy for many vears as a member of the OVAC
Track and Cross Country commutiees. serving as co-chairman of the rack
commiltee with his wife. Donna. an QVAC Hall of Fame inductee e 3007,

A veteran of the United States Air Force who served dunng the Viernam
War. he started officiating locat rack mevts 1 the early 1970s and began
his association with the OVAC in the Line 19805, assisting Floyd Deaon
with the OVAC Volleybalt Championships and being responsible Tor com-
piling the weekly conference standings in that spor

Juseph has been an istegral part of the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships
to the days whea the small school divisions were contesied at Shadyside’s Fleming
he also assisted with the big school neeets at Bellare's Nelson Field cither behind
of is an ore-trick official,

It was Joseph's vision 1o conven the OVAC T'rack Champonships o their curt
I was his desire 1o ave the hest athleles. regardless of class. compete agamst ¢
nan overall championship meet, which is how the event has been contested sin
S1LChairsvitle High.

Joscph has also been the man behind the computer responsible for the pre-event |
and timingfscoring *at the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Countr Championships on the
Meadowbrook High School in Byesville for more than 15 years

Along with his wife. Joseph reccived the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Serviee award

£

DPave Caldwell (coaches)
Dave Caldwell (Beallsville High Schaal. Class of 19733, He proved the
theory of “the ligke engine that could™ by achieving o tremendous amount
of success coaching football and one of the smalfest schools around.
compiling a record of 196-102-] during his 29 years as head coach of
his alma mater.
Caldwell began his coaching carver as an assistant at Caldwelt High
under Mike Deval and thett returned “home™ 10 Bealtsville where he
assisted 4B, Majors for two scasons (1981-82) | He was elevated o the
head coaching post in 1993 and held that job uniil retiring i 2011,
Under Caldwell's puiimee, the Blue” Devils won six Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Class A championships {1988, 1992, 1994, 2000, 2006 and 2011} and
six Pioneer Valley Comference titles. Beallsville reached the OHSAA playolfs cight times
(1994. 1999, 2000. 2005, 2006. 2007, 2008. 2001y and posted a plavofT record of 3-8, That
included a run to the Division VI, Region 23 championship and a spot in the stue semifinals
in 1994 and a carcer-capping 10-3 scason i 2081 when BHS advanced 10 the D-VI, Repion
23 title contest.
Caldwell was 1abbed “Coach of the Year™ in the Easteen Disirict and PVC multiple timex
and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game five times (1989, 1993,
2001. 2005 and 2009) with a 2-3record in the mid-summer classic.
Caldwell. who made 2 brief coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah in 2014, also
assisted in baskethat] and track during his time at Beallsville,
s an athlete, he was a three-sport performer al Beallsville High School (football. basket
ball and track). playing on the school's first unbeaten foothall team in 1972, He went ot 10
Hay football for four years au Muskingunm College. eaming his degree there in 1977 and later
obtaining a master's degree from Salem University.

Jeff Harrison (Media)

Jeff Harrison (Mantins Ferry High School. Class of 19771 He has
been o member of the spons media for 35 years and counting., including
the Tast 17 at The Daily Jeffersoman in Cambridge where he has been the
Sports Rditor snice 2007, Prior 1o that. he spent 18 vears at The Times
Leader in Martiies Ferry,

He ariginaied the coneept of the Ohie Vidley Athlene Conference Hall
of Faume in 2004: is a member of the seleenon committee and in charge of
produging the prograny for thit evens. He's also a member of the QVAC
Softhall Commtiee and OVAC Coach of the Year Selection Commitiee
and previousty hundled publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Siar
Foowball Gante for seven years,

Harrison was also the catalyst behind the formation of the Bistriel 12 Basketball
Assaciation Hall of Fame in 2008, serving as Chairman of the Hall of Fame
Committee and handling publicity since that time: and is 2 member of the Man
High Schoel Athletic Hall of Fame Commitiee, serving as lhe primary researcher/b
for that group,

He is a member of The Associated Press East District Selection Commitiee for
boys™ baskethallZgirls” basketball, serving as chaimman since 2009 an AP siale p
a member of the Ohio High School Athleic Association Media Advisory Connir
a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. He was the 2004 recipic
Fastern (¥ Inerseholastic Athletic Adminisirators Association’s Media Award
1 2% selection for the Obio High School Busketball Coaches Association Hall of
2015 and has won several OPSWA writing contest awards,

Harnson, who attended Ohio University: Eastern and currently eesides in |
authored the book Holding Court: The Gene Ford Story 1 2005). the biography of th
ary Cambridge High School boys™ basketball coach.

He also served as public address announcer a1 several venues over the Nears., i
Maruns Ferry foothall and boys” baskethall. Meadowbrook girts” basketbalt and (h
12 AlE-Star Baskeshall Classic, and was 2 vouth baseballisofthall coach for 22 yei
Martins Ferry Civies Alhletee Association and the Guernsey Valley Bascball Assoc

£

Terry Leggett (Couches)

Terry Leggett (Midvale High Schoul, Class of 19651 The ulira-suecessful
Leggett began his coaching career as an assistant a1 Skyvue High School
and then was head coach there for two scasons (1973-74 and *74-735).

He went 10 old Zane Trice High School for the next two years (75-76
and *76-77and when thiu school consolidaled with Madison High 10 be-
come Buckeye Tradl. Leggent was named the school s first coach.

His initial Warrior squad (1977-78) accomplished a remarkable fea.
posting a perfect 180 regaler season (21-1 overall) and winning the
OVAL Class A championship., sectional and districl titles and linishing
runer-sp e the regional, Josing a 43-32 heartbreaker to Indian Valley
Soudh

Daring his 2 years ai Tranid the called o quits lollowing the 1988 89 seasont. the
never fad & fosing season and amassed an incredible 223-50 record. That included
1 the OHSAA Class A “Final Four” - his 1982-83 weam went 235-1 and the 198¢
turned thi ouxl after a 4-3 stan o make the state semifinals and finish 20-7,

Legpett-coached Tratl teams won nine seetional titles, five district erowns and twe
championshtps and he was named UPL Class A Ohio “Co-Coach of the Year” in |
teans win OVAC titles four straight vears {78, 79, 80 i "8 1) and were stare-5;
times. He was named overall OVAC “Coich of the Yeur™ in 1978 and was also a
District 12 "Coach of the Year™ hanoree. All wld. his teams vompiled a 268-92 rec
SUisons

He couched in the OVAC Al-Star Baskeball Classic theee imes ind was an assist
in the Ohiv North-South All-Star Game once.

A graduate of Findlay Collepe, he seeved as an Eastern District Board merber ane
Game Direcior of the District 12 Basketball All-Star Game Tor oany wears. He al:
ot the Rutes Interpretetion Commitee of the OHSAA,

Indueted o the sehowl s Athietic Hatl of Fame in 1997, Leggett was also i physic
Bon teacher and athietic director during his days at Buckeye Trail. He pissed away

L
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Roger Sowers (Official)

owers (Roseville High School. Class of 1952}, He spent a num-
s in various roles — coach. athletic director. guidance counselor,
nd instructor = but Sowers is probably best known as a long
tball official

who spent more than 30 years in education, began as a bas-
ach. serving four vears as head coach at Pleasani City High
years at Barnesvilie High. posting a combined 130-99 record.
iated his first varsity basketball game in 1959. and became a
eferee in 1968 once his coaching days were over. He worked
ver five decades. including nearly a quarter of a century as a tournament official
ional. district and regional levels

a charter member of the East Central Ohio Offficials Association in the Cambridge
ng as president, rules interpreter and on the executive board over the years, He
1 as president of the Ohio Association of Basketball Offictals.

who also officiated at the college level in the Ohio Athletic Conference. spent
ars leaching a basketball officiating couse at Ohio University Eastern, with sev-
former students later becoming high school and college officials.

inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Association's Offictals Hall of Fame
eceived a Distinguished Service Award from the District 12 Basketball Coaches
n and a Meriarious Award from the OHSAA in 1998 for 40 vears of service.
r Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000, with the
ipient a Barnesville High senior planning (o auend Ohio University Eastern and
ducation,

.sville native. he earned a bachelor's degree from Marietta College where he was
1 letterman in baseball and a one-year letierman in basketball. and obtained his
egree from West Virginia University

ed away in 1998 at the age of 64.

Bill Gompers (1940s Athlete)
mpers {Wheeling Ceniral High School. Class of 19451.He was
-d running back on two top Maroon Knight football teams and
ed on two state Catholic Tournament championship basketball

ime selection on the five-team All-City football honor rell. the
standout helped Central win the 1943 City Championship with
ilar season record before the Knights competed in a post-season
st contest won. 20-19 by Rochester.

‘nior in the first year of OVAC competition, he was team co-
12 6-3-1 record Knight squad.

etball, Gompers competed on two teams which extended the Knights™ streak to
scutive W.Va, Catholic Tournament championships.The [944 1eam went 223 in
-ason and Catholic Tournament play before the Knights won two of three games in
m States Catholic Tounament. That team was coached by charter OVAC Hali of
ch fim Foti.

ompers and Foti were among inductees into the charter Wheeling Central High
sorts Hall of Fame.

Gompers™ senior season. the 6-foot-1. 180-pound back was offered football schol-
- several colleges but apled for Notre Dame wherg he leuered for three seasons
-d both ways on two Irish teams proclaimed as National Champions - £946 (8-0-1
td 1947 (9-0). which was led by Heisman Trophy winner johnny Lujack. Gompers,
1 10p blocker, averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He played in the 1946 scoreless tie vs.
ich was labeled the “Game of the Century.”

s was selected 10 play on the College All-Star team which played the NFL cham-
: Chicago Cardinals, in a post-season game.

| by the Buffaio Bills of the pra All-American Footbail Conference. he played both
one season as the team bowed to the Cleveland Browns in the championship game.

William ‘Catfish’ Hearst (1950s Athiete)

William “Catfisk™ Hearst (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1959).The
first sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. to break the 50-second barrier
at 340 yards, he was dominant at the quarter mile. which he didn't start
running until his junior season, and 220 yards while also compentive in
the 100 and leng jump.

As a senior., he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W.Va. Regional
and siate meets--a repeat litle —the one-class OVAC meet where he
was 10p scorer, the Betlaire. Toronto, Wellsburg and Mansfield Relays.
and was one of only two Chio Valley athietes o ever win an individual
event al the most prestigious Midwest mvitational meet. His 49.6 mark
at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-50-second ¢locking, and he time and all-time best
49.1 at the W.Va. regional meet. Al the one-class state meet. he repeated as 440 champion
with a record 49.5 mark and also won the 220 with a record-tying 22.1 time- As a junior. he
won the state 440 in 50.05 seconds.

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event featuring athletes from three states and
won by a Paul Warfield-led Warren Harding team, Hearst won the 100 {10.0}, was second in
the 220 and won the 440 (49.6] with 1wo meel records

A two-time All-Valley Track honoree at 100. 220 and 440, the Wellsburg Express was
selected capiain as a senior and noted as “the greatest quanter-miler produced in these pans .

Hearst also was a four-year football and threc-year basketball player and competed in the
1959 W.Va.-Ohio All-Star footbail game won by W.Va., 7-6.

He attended W. Va. State and also served in the L/ $, Army during the Vietnam War. After
returning home, he was a long-time coach of the Ohio Valley Track Club, a centified track
offictal and helped coach at Bethany College. An annual Memonal Scholarship in his name
is presented each year at Brooke High

Hearst passed away tn 2002.

Roger Alford (1960s Athlete)

Roger Alford (Wintersville High School, Class of 1962). He was a
racial pioneer at West Virginia University and the Southern Conference
after a three-sport career at ofd Wintersville High

Alford competed in football. basketball and track for the Golden
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Kettlewell as “one
of the two best football players | coached” along with OVAC Hall of
Famer Alan Jack. who later starred at Ohio State University.

In football. the 5-foot-10. 225-pound tackle was All-OVAC Class
AA, All-Valiey “Big School™ first team. and AH-Eastern Ohio first team
all-class selection

The Moumaineers broke the “color barrier” in 1962 when they recrutted Alford and
fullback Dick Lefiridge of Hinton, W.Va., the first African-Americans to wear a WYU
football uniform  Afier playing on the freshman team. Alford letiered three varsity seasons
and started the last two as an offensive guard. He was named to the 1960-6% All-Decade
Tearn a1l WYL,

In 1999 he was inducted postumously in1o the WVIU Sponts Hall of Fame.

He was the fourth Alford brother 10 atiend college and play football. His brother Bob co-
captained the Kent Stare team in 1961. Roger earned four degrees from WVU. completing
his studies for bachelor's. master’s. physical therapy and dental degrees. He was a dentist in
Detroit when he died in 1996.

Alford was a starter in at least three memorable WVU games - the 63-48 win over Pitt in
1965 the 28-27 upset win over No. ¢ Syracuse in 1964: and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl
game vs. Utah in Arlantic City.

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlete)

Knute" Franckhauser (Steubenville Catholic Central High
Class of 1955).The 6-foot, [95-pound offensive end-defensive
the leading scorer as a senior on a 9-1 record Crusader team. the
west record since 1946, He landed nine touchdown passes - high
ra - and returned three pass interceptions for scores, His best
15 in a 45-6 win over Wellsville when he scored on an 81-yard
tion and returned two interceptions for 57- and 69-yard scores.
“Valley and All-Eastern Ohio honoree. he competed in the
fa, All-Star game won by Ohto. 31-20.

:pted a scholarship to Purdue University where he leuered three
started as a junior and senior as the 1eam’s leading pass receiver. He was named
P as a senior. He helped the Boilermakers upset the nation’s No. | ranked team.
State. in 1957. A second team All-Big Ten honoree as a senior, he played in 17
nes with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs.

the 33rd overall selection in the 1959 NFL Draft third round by the Los Angeles
his rookie season. the cornerback had three interceptions.
1. he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft and became
“owboy to carmy the ball by returning the opemng kickoff in the inaugural regular

me.

vo years with the Cowboys. he capped his five-year. 58-game pro career with a two-
on the Minnesota Vikings He was forced to tetire in 1964 after suffering a brain

ring a tackle in a training camp scrimmage, He had |3 career interceptions,

zousin of OVAC Hall of Famer Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997,

i,

e

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athlete)

Dick Tomlinsen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1961). He was a
6-foot-3. 210-pound three-sport standout who was a rare two-year "Big"
all-class. first team All-State basketball honoree: state and OVAC track
star with rare combination {shot put champion and top placer in 100-yard
sprint); and football quarterback. He earned a basketball scholarship to
the University of Florida and set a school game point record.

At old Wheeling High. he competed in basketball. football and track for
three years and also golf as a semor.

In basketball, besides being a two-time “Big” all-class and Class AAA
all-stater. he was twice captain of both the OVAC largest Class AAA
and the five-school Afl-City honor rolls. He averaged 23 points a game both as a juniot and
senior - the top marks in the city and OVAC Class AAA. As a senior and team captain. he led
the Wildcats 1o sectional and regional titles and into the state ournament before bowing to
Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals. He earned All-Tournament honors.

In wrack. the senior team captain won the state one-class shot put 151-4 1/2) and placed 4th in
the 100-yard dash. He was second in the shot put as a junior.

Tomlinson was All-Valiey both in sprints and weights, AL the OVAC meet. he won the shot
put i51-5 3/8) and placed second in the 100 and third at 220 vards,

In footbail. the rangy quarterback was team co-captain and team MVP as a senior. He earned
AlI-City wo years and was selected captain as a sentor, He rated mention on the AlL-OVAC
and All-State Class AAA two years, As a senior. he led the Wildeats 10 their fourth straight
City title and 6-3-1 record including an 1814 upset of eveniual state Class AAA champion
Weir, the only loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley.

At the University of Florida. after playing on the freshman basketball team. he started three
varsily seasons and played in 72 games with 863 points and 529 rehounds while shooting
49 2% from the floor and 73.2% au the line.

As a junior. he set Gator school records with 44 points including 19 goals in a win over
Tampa. The 44-points currently ranks No. 2 all-time in school history. As 2 senior. he aver

aged 12.9 points and 7.1 rebounds.
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Gary Repella 19705 Athlete)

Gary Repella (Steubenville High School, Class of 19700, He enjoyed
stellar careers in basketball. baseball and football for the Big Red.

I was in hoops that fed to a collegile scholarship as Ohio S
cmching legend Fred Taylor inked the talenied 6-3 guard, one year afier
landing St. John Centrat star Allan Hornyak.

Repella helped lead Steubenville o o 23-1 mark as a senior as Big
Red, under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Wait. claimed the OVAC Class
AAA championship He averaged 18.1 paims per game in beconting
the dasirict player-of-the-vear while being named first-team All-Ohio,

Repella was a two-tiowe All-Valley “Big School” and AI-OVAC honoree, He scored in
double figures in every game as a senior for the well-balanced Big Red. He cragedd 15
points per game as a junior.

He was also a gem on the diamond, starting for theee seasons. The slick-fielding second hase-
min helped Steabenville win the OVAC title in his senior season of 1968 with a 32-7-1 mark

In his final campaign. he batied 357 on the sirength of 35 bus while being mamed first-
team All-Valley. Fhere was no All-OVAC tam at that time.

Repella was selectad we play s the Ohio ALD-Star Game in Columbus, which also signi
fied All-Stite honors, He was alsa i hey pertormer for the Steubenville Legion 1eam which
carned a berth in the s1ate wurnament in Athens.

Repella was a two-vear starter in football at Steubenville, As a senior. he dirccted the
ground-oriented Big Red 10 a 7-2-1 record. tying powerhouse Massillon, He completed
30-00 64 passes for SU7 vards and five TDs that fall.

Adter graduating from Steubenvitle High, Repella took his versatile talents o Columbus
10 play basketbalt a1 OSU.

Fhe NCAA had a rale i place prohibiting freshmen to Play on the varsity squad. but
Repella made the most of his time with the Buckeves' frosh, leading the weam with a 192
seoring average. A back imury slowed his sophomere campaign when he staried Iwor games
and played in 15, He wllied 10 points inhis first start that season agaitrst Butler, As a junior,
he served as a backup to Hornvak, a three-time Rrst-team All Big Ten honorey.

Repella became a full-imie starter as 2 senior, and he was second on the leam with 59
assisls while averaging 7.6 poims & game, with a high game of 19 points. He plaved in 23
of 24 games and started 19 as a two-guard

He sufl resides in Sieubenville. serving the city for many vears as law director. His daugh

ter. Liz. was a 2.000-poim hoop scorer for Big Red before sarring al WYL,

.
Jami Bendle (19905 Athiete)

Jami Bendle (Edison High School. Class of 1994y, This former
Wildeal ace was absolutely dominam in the pitching circle throughout
her prep and collegiawe carcers.

Her pitching stais were simply mind-boggling. Bendle finished with
an 86. 14 carcer record. which was an Ohic Vatey secord at the time of
her graduztion. She worked 649 innings. while recordmg 780 sirikeouts
against just 130 carcer walks, $he allowed only 257 hits. Those stats
certainly weren't hollow cither. as they translaed to thece OVAC titles,
three sectional erowns, theee district titles and a pair of eps  the Chio
State Tournament,

As i senior. which was the first year of the Edison [ocal consolidation, Bendl
Use circle helped the Wildeaws reach che Division [ regronal tournament with a 2
She deteated Upper Arlington, while throwing a no-bitter, in the semuifinals, The
relurn trip to state came up short against Westerville South

Durig her punior season, Beadie guded Edison South 1o the Division 11 state
it fell. 6-1. 1o Tallmadae. As a sophomore, Edison South advanced 1o the sl
buchind Bemlle's right arm belore flling o LaGrange Keystone, 4.2

Bendle’s accomplishments didn't go snnoticed She was aamed afl-OVAC fou
twice carned conference player of the year: She was iwice named to the irstoer
stquaxdl add onee 1o the seeond -team all-state unit, She was a four-tme all-Eastern [
ancl four-vear member of the all River Valley League wam,

Bendle’s prep prominenee carned her the right 1o pitch at the Division [ level. s
Fast Caralima University. helping the Pirates 1o win three consecutive Big Soutl
was Tirst-team all-Big South as a junior and second-teant as a senior

While carning four lewers at ECUL Bendle led the wam in wins and strikeou
strataht seasons. She had 27 victorwes in 1997 and also had 32 complete ames |
She finished at ECU ranked seeond in school listory in games pitched 11361, 2a
(1181, complete games 1923, innings pitched 17351, sirikeouls (3281, wins (797
(275 She compuled a | 86 camed run average, which ranked fourth in school hi
wlout in the classroom. Bendle carned Academie All-American disirict hono

Chris Jones (1980s Athlete)

Chris Jones (John Marshall High School. Class of 1982). Bob
Monigomery has authored a legendary career as the longtime head base-
hall coach at John Marshall. In his four-plus decades at the Monarch helm.
he hus garnered nearly 900 wins, so when he says Chris Junes is the “hest
high school player I've coached.” it has impact. The talened righthander,
who also yielded a potent bat. has the stats 1o back up tha statement.
In his three years on the Monarchs” mound, Jones recorded an amasing
30-3 pitching mark. Twa of his setbacks were shutout defeats. He helped
Il capeure three suceessive OVAC 4A titles (1980-823 while compiling
brilliant 84-£5-1 record.
Jones started his IM career on a high note. compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as i sophomore
as Monigomery's chiarges won an amazing 31 of 33 starts. Jones was aceorded second-team
all-Valley's honors that spring,
He raised his level of play even more as i junior. dazzling both as o hurter and 2 hiter as JM
compiled a stellar 25-4 mark. At the plae, Jones led the valley with a smoking 500 bauing
average, poing 46-0f-92 with cight doubles, six triples. theee bomers and 31 RBI while scor
ing 26 runs. As a pitcher, he won 10 of 1 decisions., striking out 122 in 78 innings of’ work.
He had a miniscule 1.62 ERA whife walking just 31 batters, He earned firsttean. al v,
all-Valley and all-OVAC plawdits that spring.
Jones was just as deminating as a senior. Belping JM gamer i 28-9-1 record. He struck out
171 bavers in 97 innings of work, He was 1.2 on the mound with 2 1 61 ERA, He batied 393
with -H hits and an Ghio Valley-leading cight home runs. He knocked it 37 runs and scored 32
more, He blasied six triples and two doubles. He was named co-captain of the all Valley team
while also being named fiest-team all-West Virgima, all-OVAC and all-Mountaineer League
Jones also sparkled on the gridicon as a senior. caming hongrable menton all-OVAC honors
as a defensive back.
The Ohio Stase University son the recruinng battle for the talented Monarch. Jones wis
in the Buckeyes” starting rotation as a sophomore and Junior, going 8-8 with 134 sirikeouts.
The Toronto Blue fays drafted him i the founh round after his junior year, He pitched sevens
seasons in the minors, reaching the Class AAA level,

Scot Maffe (19805 Athlete)

Scor Maffe (Bellaire High School. Class of [985). Be it foothall. bas-
ketball or haschall, Maffe delivered m quality fashion for the Big Reds.

Although equatly productive in all three sports, baschall was his linch-
pin. Afier his sieflar Big Reds” diamond carcer. he matsiculated 10 Ohio
Universiy where he played baschall three vears Tor the Athens-based
Bobcats. letering twice

Maffe was a four-year letterwiner in bascball at Bellaire, earni g
myriad of honors after establishing a host of school records, When he
completed his Big Reds” career, e owned the fallowing baseball records:
season aebats {1051, carcer singles (851, doubles in a game 131, triples
e a game (25 RBLin a game (61, carcer vuns 1951, stolen bases in a game (41, season {331
and career innings petched season (764, career 12025 and Priching wins season (12},
career 1264,

He was a first-team all-QVAC, all. District and all-Valley honoree in all three sports as a
senior He was also sclecied to play in all theee OVAC All“Star pames

Malte was a ¢wo-year starter m quarterback tor Coach Jofin Magistro i foothall. He was
special menton all-Ohio as a senior along with ferst weam all-Eastern Distriet and all:OVAL
He wus also the Big Reds” captam

Maffe was a slick and savvy poine suard for Coach Gene Ammirante on 1he hardwood,
sarniirg bonorable mention alCOVAC as a junior and ficst lean honoss as a senior

Fhe three-year hoop lelterwinner was 4 second-leam all Valley bonoree as a jusor. He
eijored a banner semor campaign. carning Grstcam allL-OVAC. all- District and all-Nalley
fonors while aiso being a speetal meanon all-Ohio honoree

. .
Mike Snively (19905 Athiete)

Mike Snively iRjver High School, Class of 19921 There wasn™t a spon
or season where this tormer Pilon didi’t leave a lasting mark as he earned
atl-state statws i three sports,

Playing for his father and fellow OVAC Hall of Famer. Teery. in fool-
bail. Snively linished his career wath 3,192 vards and 43 touchdowns, As
a semor, e threw for 2,153 of those yards and 16 wuchdowns. He also
handled the kicking and punting duties, posting 11 PATS and a punting
average of 303 vards

Dering his junior season. be passed for 1,639 vards and 11 wuch-
downs. He alse had 33 tackles from his safety spot that season.

During his career. $nively was named firsi-team all-Ohio as a senior and secon
& junior. He was adso first-team all-OVAC, all-Eastern Districe and alf- fdley. He
an all-district pick as 2 sophomore as well.

Suively played in the OVAC All-Star Game where be was voted a team caplain

When the winter rolled arcund. Snively didn't slow down. On the basketball
seored 1415 points and knocked down 214 career three-poittl goals, which was
Vatley record whew he araduated. As a senior. Snively led the Chio Valley with
point goals. He scored 312 points during his senior season en route 1o third-1cam
lirst-team adl-Easiern District. all-Valley, al-District 12 and all-OVAC co- CapLaing

As @ junior. Snively poured in 224 points a contest to go along with 7.1 rebou
assists and 2.3 steals. He connecled on 71 three-point goals that season en route (o |
mention all-Obio. first ieam all-Eastern Districe, alt-OVAC and all-Valley.

As a1 sophomore, Snively scored 17.9 points o game and bad an outing where he
in 1 bonus goats. which is stitl a River High record.

la the spring. Snively shined at shortstop and pitcher for the Pilots. He Nnished
s @377 kiter with 97 hits. 6 RBI and seven home runs. As  senior. Saive v ba
which wis an (VAC record at the time. He posted a 5-3 record on the mound w
carted run average. He struck out 30 and walked 10 1w 51 innings of work

Smvely was a firsticant allosiale selection as a senior aad played in the
Mizano AlLSzr Gane, He wits the OVAC Class 3A Player of the Yéar a ong with
ern Disteiet, all-Valley and all. EOBL.. He batied 309 as i junior was all-OVAC, ai
Disteict and all EOBI.,

After his prep career. Snively auended Glenville State College o play football
ketball, He Tater coached at Cilenville and was the iterim head basketbal coach a
State College where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA at 24 years old
coached women’s basketball, women's wnms and sofibalt at Bluctield
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Nate Davis (Athlete - 2000s)

1vis (Bellaire High School, Class of 2006) -- [t didn’'t matter the
sason because this former Big Reds’ standout just got it done.
vear Jetterman in basketball and a three-year letierman in foot-
s re-wrote the Big Reds record books in both sports

sketball player, Davis did it both on the inside and ourside for
mirante’s teamn Afier helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA
11 State Tournament in 2004, Davis led the Big Reds back to the
n 2005 and to an undefeated regular season in 2006

shed his prep career with 2562 points, which ranks ninth in
ary. Davis did much more than score the ball. however. as he
sed 1.175 rebounds, which ranks seventh in the Buckeye State, and he passed out
1 500 assists,

his senior campaign. Davis averaged 38.9 points a contest en route 1o first-leam
«ccolades. He was a finalist for Mr. Basketball and was the Eastern District, District
VAC Class 3A ptayer of the year. Me ook part in both the Ohio North-South and
tucky All-Star games

football field. Davis was just as impressive for Coach John Magistro’s team.
areer, Davis completed 434-0f-925 passes for 7345 yards and 81 1ouchdowns, As
ore. Davis guided the Big Reds to the Division IV state semifinals, throwing for
ds and 22 ouchdowns,

H Rh%ds returned to the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2,740 yards
vchdowns

vas Ohio's Division IV Offensive Plaver of the Year as a senior. He was a first-team
n as both a junior and senior and eamed second-1eam accolades as a sophomore.
irst-team ali-OVAC three times and took part in both the Ohio North-South and
11-Star games.

with his football and basketball prowess. Davis also lettered in basebalt. He helped
3ig Reds to the regional championship in 2003 when he was the club’s every day

‘nior. Davis wen? out for track and won the OVAC discus title with a 10ss of 140

nked a scholarship to Ball State University and won the starting quarterback job as
shman. All told, he spent three seasons as the Cardinals” starting quarterback before
ng he'd forego his senior season 10 enter the NFL Drafl
State, Davis passed for 9233 yards and 14 touchdowns He was named the Mid
1 Conference's Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first-team all-MAC
He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State 1eam MVP both
omore and junior.
nior. he led the Cardinals 10 a 12.0 record and berth in the MAC Championship

pting to enter the draft. Davis was selected in the fifth round by the San Francisco
~ made the team as a rookie, He was released and later signed 10 the team’s practice
2010. He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks. but has spent the last
sasons in an indoor league in Texas. playing for the Amarillo Venom.

secomes the second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame, His brother.
. inducted in 2007.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

April Rotilio (Athlete - 2000s)

April Rotilio, $1. John Central (Class of 2006) — Speed was the name
of the game for this former Lady Insh track and field standout.

Rotilio is one of the area’s most decorated track and field competuiors.
having compiled a whopping 2 medals as the OHSAA state meet.

The premier event in Rotilio’s career was the 400 meter dash. She
placed four times at the state meet, including eaming gold as both a
junior and senior. As 2 senior. she needed a furious kick in the final
100 meters 10 win the title in a school-record ume of 56.09. Along with
the two golds. Rotilio also eamed a silver in the [ap dash in 2004 and a
fourth place in 2003

Her speed was limited to the 400, however. She was 1wice a bronze medatist in the 100
meter dash and once a bronze medalist in the 200, She briefly owned the Division II! state
record in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC title in 24.87. She owns the $JC
record (12.123 i the 100 meters. 100

Rotilio’s third state title came when she anchored the 4x2 team in 2006.

Along with her state prowess. Rotilio set the regional record in the 400 meter dash and
also won 11 OVAC event titles as she led her teams (o four consecutive conference cham-
pionships. The Lady Irish finished as Division [T state runnerup twice during her career,

Along with the outdoor success she enjoyed, Rotilio was (he 400 meter indoor state run-
nerup in 2006,

After her prep career, Rotilio competed at West Virginia University, earning all-American
honors twice during the endoor campaign.

She was a member of the Mountaineers' Distance Medley Relay. which achieved the
honar at the nationals along with a +x4 ieam that scored in the NCAA Championship Mect.

As an individual with the Mountaineers. Rotilio still owns a pair of school records. She
sel the indoor and outdoor 400 meter dash benchmarks in 54.29 and 52.71. respectively.

Rotifio also earned Academic All-American honors during her career in Morgantown

Before concentrating fully on track at St. John. Rotilio letiered twice in basketball.

Ron White (OVAC ‘Family’)

‘e i$pringfield Local High School. Class of 1966). A member of
" Executive Board for many years. his “baby” for 23 years was
conference showcase events — the OVAC Banquet of Champions.
served as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more
atiendees honoring 75 championship teams, 50 scholarship win-
he conference coach of the year presentation
s also an integral part of the conference in basketball, serving as
e basketball commissioner for nine vears and then being named
wsor 1o the late John Howell as basketball commissioner beginning
(16-17 schood year He's also spent many years on the OVAC Rudy
AlL-Star Football Game Committee.
a member of the Ohic Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, working on
wn both Chio and West Virginia for 30 years. He officated five state tournaments in
tnia and drew seven regional assignments in Ghio
s also a well-respected track official. serving primarily as a starter and working at
aigh school (Ohio and West Virginial and collegiate levels (MEC and PSAC!. He
he QVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track Service Award in 2009 A 1971 graduate of
»rty State College who later obtatned his master’s degree from West Virginia Univer
as an educator/athletic directoricoach in the Buckeye Local School District and was
le for starting the track program at old Buckeye Sowth High School,
who spent 14 years in the Ohio National Guard and now resides i Wheeling. is also
with the West Virginia “Super Six™ state football championships.

Earl Haberfield OvAcC ‘Contributor)

Earl Haberfield (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of
1954). He originated the OVAC Basketball Classic - the Ohio vs. West -
Virginia all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A, Mumley All-Star 1 %
Basketball Classic - serving as the game director for the first five years of
the event and as an aclive committee member for several years. _ﬁd !

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game o ]
in 1984 - an award renamed in his honor as the OVAC Earl Haberfield
Coaches Award.

Haberfield's coaching career included several stops — both inside and L
outside the OVAC - and concluded with 382 career victories.

He coached nine years at his alma mater — Wheeling Central - winning five W. Va. Class
AA Catholic Championships. [n 1963, the Maroon Kmights were undefeated: ranked No. 1 in
the all-ivision W. Va. State rankings and were the OVAC AAA champions.

Haberfield coached two years at Bishop Donahue. leading the Bishops to the 1969 W,
Va, Class A Catholic Championship: three years at Warren Local High. named Tri-Valley
Conference Coach of the Year in 1970; one year at Crooksville. leading the Ceramics to the
Ohio Class A Regional: five years at Wintersville, engingering a rebuilding of that program.
and wo years at Meadowbrook, leading the Colts to their best two-year won/loss record up
to that point.

Qutside the OVAC, he ceached at Vanlue and Amherst Marion Steele.

He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Baskeiball Coaches Associaten All-Star Game in
1978 and served as the president of District 5 that year.

Haberfield was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Cenificate of Merit in 1963. '64
and "69 for contributions to West Virginia athletics; was given honorary memberships to the Chio
District Basketball Coaches Associations m Districts 3, 5 and 12: received an OVAC Centificate of
Recogaition for Exemplary Service in 1982: received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club of
the Upper Chio Valley's Award for Owstanding Achievement in 1993: and was a charter member
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017.

Haberfield graduated from West Liberty State College in 1958 and was inducted into the
West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996, A U.S. Navy veteran of the Korean War. he
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John Simonson (vedia

John Simonson {Beallsville High School, Class of 1966). A mwln
media veleran. he has worked more than 1hree decades in both eadio and
television covering football and Bovs' basketball games as a play by -play
announger in the OVAC

Simonson s well-known for his research ind prep work regarding ahieies
and coaches prior to the broadeasts. compiling results, series recorls, coach
ing records, player statistics and other noteworthy information.

Kaown as the “Ohio Valley Sports Doctor™, Simonson has served as an
analyst for the WTOV TV “Game of the Week ™ and contribuies o that
station s high school footbal) “playott waeh”

He atso had a weekby spons ik show for 22 years on WWVA radio starti ng i |98 While
there. he carned the West Virgina Sporiseaster of the Year award i 997

Simonson has provided assistance over the vears 10 botk the OHSAA and WVSSAC vot-
ball playolT computer rilings’ groups, He was a recipiont of the East Ohio iaterschalastic
Athletic Administrator’s Media Award.

He previously served as a voting member for the prestigious Heisaan Trophy and many
other awards including the Bear Bryant Coach of the Yeuar award: basketball's Naismith and
Wooden awards. and 1s an official donor 1o the Bascball Hall of Fame i Coapersiown where
he has a lifetine membership,

A graduate of West Liberty State Collepe. he served two vears in the 1S, ATIEY . was
wicher at Wheeling Park High School for 31 years (retiving in 20023 and served on the
Linion Local Board of Education.

Jack Berger {Caoaches)

Jack Berger (Shadyside High School, Class of 19441 He founded
Shadyside track in 1961 and was the architeet of the OVAC™S ali-lime
championship-winning boys” wrack program. coaching the Tigers te 1hetr
first seven OVAC utles 1all in Class AA in a three-class formai) from

468-74 which stared an OVAC record sireak ol 13 consecutive cham.
pionships extended by his successor and former assistanl Tom Vichich.

He was also a co-founder of the Inwrstate Track League. puiding Shady side
W seven strnght Jeague tides and 2 record 46 consecutive dual meet viciorics.

Berger led Shadyside 10 the schools first Ohio Class A District titke in
1971 and w the Shadyside Relays crowns in the first year of the event
which he helped establish in 1972 and a runner-up finish'in ' 73; two Belmont County Relayvs
championships and runner-up finishes in the distrier and regional mevts

He also coached the Tipess™ football wam from 196069, postng a 56-36-6 record
Shadyside won the OVAC Class A title in 1963 with a T-1.2 record white olher iop record
teams under Berger included 9-1 tn 1968, 8-2 10 1966 and 7-3 i 1965,

He was honored in Shadyside with “Jack Berger Dav” on June 15, 1974,

Steve Kish, Jr. omciars)

teve Kish, Jr. (Bridgeport High School. Class of 1965},

His list of assignments during a J0-year career as a wrestling official
15 impressive, headed by 28 OHSAA State Toumaments, live WVSSAC
State Tournaments and 30 OVAC Ren Mauck Wresting Tourraments
He also worked the Medina Tvitmional 28 tmes and the Walsh Jesuit
tournament 20 times along with 10 Ohio Jupior High School State
Tournamems.

Among fis awards, Kish received the prestigious OVAC My, Mat’
Imor in 1989 was selecied Ohio Official of the Year in 1997 and 2010,
OVAC Offteral of the Year in 1997, and West Virginia Official of the
Year i 1999,

He wis mducted o the Ohro Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; th
Officials Hall of Fame i 1999; the Medina Invitational Hall of Fame in 2003;
recentiy into the Naticoal Wrestiing Hall of Fame/Obio Chapier in 2014,

Kist. who retired as an official in 2014 but remains aclive as an OHSA A observer
serves os the coordinator of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game”
Reunio

Kish gradumted from West Liberty State College with a bachelor’s degree in ¢
FEducation in 197 and received a master's degree in secomdary education administr
Woesl Virginia University in 1973

He retired after 43 years as an educator including 36 years as a school adminis
taught English from 1969-76 and served as head wrestiing coach al Maruns Fer
years (1970-76). His dual meet record was 33-16-1 with no losing seasons and he o
secttonal champions, 10 district champions. 15 state qualifiers and two state place
His teams won ahe 1970 and 73 distrct inles and he was named East Diserict Co:
Year in (974

He was thea assistant principal at Bellaire High School from 1976-78 and prine
FTB-HK) belore retaming o Martins Ferry o serve as Superintendent of Sehe
1990-99. Sinec that time, he has served as Muskingum Coumy At-Risk Coordinuo
rears. assistant principal of Zanesville High School for five yars. assistiant pringip:
Maskingum Hieh School tor two sears and as princigal ai West Muskingum Midd
for two years. He retired dn 2012 but spent live months as ingerio principal m W
Elemwntary School in 3114,

Ameng his education-related offices were president of the Belmonl-Harrison I
Association: president of the Belmont-Harrison Superintendent’s Association: menl
OVAC Execeutive Board and a past QVAC president 11982-83 and 198384} meml
Ohio Network: Training and Assistance for Schools and Communitics {ONTASCH )
Board. wd president of sthe Ohto Vatley Wrestling Officials Associauon

Bob Montgomery (Coaches)

Bob Montgemery ( Moundsville High School, Class of 1963). He was
a fixture in the dugout for the Momarch serving 42 years as head base-
ball coach and amassing an impressive record of 869-3435 which ranks
second in OVAC history behind Magnolia's Dave Cisar and thirg in West
Virginia prep hestory behind Joha Lowery of Jefferson High and Cisar

Montgomery coached teams won 24 secitonal titles. made the regional
finals 1.3 times and reached the Class AAA State Tournament five Gmes,
highlighted by the 1985 siate championship where JM beat Hunungion
East, 8-7,in the mile game

His tcams captured seven OVAC playoff championships, reaching the
conference playolfs 25 times. The Monarchs also captured seven regular scason crowns and
five plavoff tales 1 the Mountaineer League from 1976-86

Montgomery. who reured following the 2017 season. coached 35 afl-stare players and
more than 70 who played college baseball including OVAC Hall of Famer Chris Jones. He
is @ member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Association and the American Basehall
Coaches Association,

He was selected as the OVAC Basebat) Coach of the Year three times and the West Virgunia
Couch of the Year five times. He atso was honored as the [ pprer Olno Valley Dapper Dan
Co-Man of the Year twith Magnolia’s Cisar) at the 42nd Charity Awards Banguet in 2009

Montgomery also doubled as a respected basketball and basehall official

A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials and & two-term
president. he's been a referee shilce 1962, working more than 3,000 games inchuding 29 siae
tournaments mcluding 20 championship games in West Virgmia and five wournaments/three
tetle games in Ohro. He also officiaed collegiate hoops in the West Virgimg Conference

He began unipiring American Legion baseball in 1972 and has worked five Wes) Virginia
State Tournaments while adso spending 20 vears 1 1970 G0y doang NCAA Division 1 and West
Virginia Conference games including five loumanents,

He was the firsi West Virginia resident inducted into the OHSAA Oificials Hail of ¥ame 1n
2008; was the 1989 Official of the Year honoree by the National Federation of Interscholastic
Officials Association and received the Distinguishied West Virginean Award in 2012
Monigamers. a three-spont athlete (football. baseball, basketball: ar Moundsville High.
graduated from West Liberty State College 1 1969 and obtained his master's degree in con
muenications from West Vieginia University in 1977,

Robert Pritchard (aiete - 19505)

Robert Pritchard (Wheeling High School. Class of 19531 He is.
Bistorcally. among (e elite wrestlers ir OVAC history. He not only led
Wheeting High Schaol 10 the fi ate one-class i championship for an
OVAC member, in 1933, but became 1he Tirst wrestler from the Ohio
Valley and the state of West Virginia 1o wn three state championships

Asa Wildeat saphomare in 1951, he capured the state one-class 103-
pound state title aard loliowed with consceutive erowns in 1932 and 1953
i the T2-pound class.. In the three finals. he defeated grapplers from
Gralton, Beekley Woodrow Wilson and host Parkersburg,

During that era. Wheeling High and other high school mal teams com
peted not only agamst other high schools, but agamst Y MCA wrestling wams. Py
nicknimed “Bull”, was unbeaien as 4 sophomore and semor with his only loss
matches o a Y MCA grappler from Columbus. who he later defeated wice, He was u
against high school competitors

The Wildeats™ stale championship coach was Fd Murphy. assisted by OVAC
Fame coach Beb Roe, the Wildeats head coach in football and track. Pritchard alsc
Barnesvilie's Jim Bradfiefd, who wrestled a1 Ohio State and led the Wheeling
wrestling program, in his devetopment along with his older brother Bill. who also «
al West Virgmia U

After graduation front high schoul, Bab Pritchard refocated 10 California and ¢
degree from the University of California-Sacramento. wlich didnt SPONSeT A W
weam.. However., Pritchard continued 10 conpete on the YMCA level.

Bob Plotz (amicte - 19405)

Bob Plorz {Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 19461, A Purple Rider
foothall and wrack standout. he was co-captain on both Ferry 1eams as a
semor. He camed first team. one-class AJl-Ohio and first weam AlLOVAC
largest Class AA as the Fred Thomas-coached Rider went 9-1 and cap
tured the OVAC championship.

The three-year letierman i both football and track played in the first
Ohio North-South All-Siar Game and continued his stalewide perfor
mance in teack when he placed third in the low hurdles in the largest
class state meet

He carned a football seholarship o the University of Prosburgh whery
he became a four-year regular. S1artine as a1 | 7 year-old freshman. Plotz was selecied 10 the
All-Oppanent wam of backyard rival West Virginia University and was selected 1o the All
Eastiweam. As a senior. he was an honorable mention All-Amerien selection

Plotz was picked i the 12th round ol the National Football League Dralt by the Clevetund
Browns but was alse “drafied” by the U5, Army and served in the Korean War

He was inducted into the Martins Ferry Ashletic Hall of Fame in 2016

Geno Sessi (Athlete - 19504)

Geno Sexsi 151 Clairswille High School. Class of 19361, He is regarded
as ofie of the Red Devils” best-ever mudti-sport athletes while gompeling
in football and track.

T the spring spert. he was the leading scorer two straight years in the
one-class OVAC Track Meet and led his team to three straight titles as
part of six consceutive Red Devil erowns 11932.37) coached by Dave
Porterficld. A sprinter. hurdler and relay mentber. Sessi led all scorers s
A gumsor with 15 12 poinis and as a seaior with 14 172 poants

Ia Tootball, the 5-fool 8. 174-pound two-way back and kick retwmer
not anly seta school record weth 198 points as & senior. but led the Ohio
Valley ais well. Thar mark lasted one year when former leammate Iim Kerr scored o
poant (149 betore the OVAC Hall of Famer west on (o start at Penn Siate and
Washagton Redskins

I football, Sessi was AILOVAC largest Chiss AA two vears, All-Vatley “Big Sch
caplain as a senor, All-kastern Ohio two years and All-Ohio largest Class AA seco
defensive back as a semor He was 4 two-lime Al Valley track co-captain

He carned a foatball scholarship 1o the University of lowa where, afier playing
freshman ieam. made a smashing varsey debut as 2 sophomeore by scoring three toue
on theee plays (2 36-vard run and pass receptions of 80 and 15 sardst i a schoo
T0-15 scuson-apening rout of Utah State. However, Sessi's career was cul short wiih
kaee injury. In the cemaimng eight games. he gained only 33 yards and retrmed a kic
yards. The knce injury flared up again in spring drills 0 end his playing caneer

Sessi passed away m 2016,
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Don Osby (Athlete - 1960s)

3y (Steubenville High School, Class of 1968). A three-spont Big
wtt, he is regarded as the best-ever track long jumper in OVAC
: won Ohios largest Class AA long jump title as a sophomore
w-inches) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligible
as 4 senior.
Jior. competing on one of the most talented track teams in OV
was one of 10 All-Valley Big Red selections and one of four
o-captatns while being cited as “the finest jumper ever on the
. That spring. he won the Ohio State meet, the prestigious
Relays. OVAC Class AAA. Martins Ferry and West Liberly
+ Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet. He also ran a leg on an
-setling 4x440 relay unit which timed 3:19.8.
»homore. besides the state crown. he won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23-1 3/4.
won its first four OVAC track crowns from 1964-67 with Osby featured on the

all, he was a three-year standout a1 end on Ohio-ranked teams with records of
wd 8-2.

also a starter in basketball. He is honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame.

cepted a football scholarship to the University of lowa and staried at wide receiver
more when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards. third on the team. After sitting out
year with an injury. he returned as a starter at tight end as a senior, He passed away
118 in Cincinnati.

Bill Tucker (Athlete - 1960s)

ker (Weir High School. Class of 1962). A three-sport Red Rider
was a major player on back-to-back state Class AAA champi-
ms before starring in college and competing five years in the
ootbalt League.

iay back and defensive tackle, he teamed with QVAC Hall of
y Kelley to lead Weir to the 1960 state crown with a 40-0 title
of Nitro. The anchor of the 1961 team, he scored two TDs in
‘e title win over St. Albans. Both teams finished 10-1. Tucker
t team All-State as a senior and third team as a junior. He was
prain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley squads as a senior. In two
+ scored 116 points and rushed for 1445 yards. In the annual Ohio-W.Va. All-Star
=d W.Va. 1o a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP.

ed forward and center in basketball and started on the 1962 wam which went
n regular season, won an QVAC title. and ended 24-1 as state Class AAA runner-up
Woodrow Wilson. In track. e ran the hurdles, 220- and 440-yard sprints, and was a
* 440, 880 and mile relay units in OVAC and state competition..

<ing a year off after high school. he accepted a football scholarship to Tennessce
ersity 10 play for Hall of Fame coach John Meritt, A four-year player. he rushed 281
321 yards. He was selected to play in the Blue-Gray Classic and Seniot Bowl, the
to play in the later.

drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the third round. as the 65th overall selection.
sted as a fullback for five years in the NFL- - four with (he 49ers and one with the
ears. In 69 games. he rushed 127 times for 431 yards and 6 TDs and landed 59 passes
rds and seven Scores.

who passed away in 2015. is inducted into the City of Weirion Hall of Fame,
State L. Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall of Fame.

Ron Lee (Athlete - 1970s)

Ron Lee {Bellaire High School. Class of 1971). Lee is on the short list of
owtstanding running backs who have graced Nelson Field.

The 6-3, 195-pounder carried the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky to an 8--1
mark in his senior campaign. Bellaire (inished second in the OVAC 3A title
chase, trailing Wintersville, The teams tied 0-0 in regular-season play. The
Big Reds finished No. 19 in the UPI Class AAA poll. the largest classifica-
tion in the state.

Lee rushed for 989 vards and 16 TDs that fall. His 108 points led the
OVAC 3A in scoring. He also landed 10 passes. Those numbers eamed Lee
first-team All-Valley and All-OVAC plaudits while being named second
team All-Ohio by UPI. He also played in the Ohio Nonh-South All-Star Game.

Lee was also a three-year letterman in basketball and he was voted the Big Reds’ top athlete
as a senior.

Lee’s prep heroics eamed him a grid scholarship to WVU. He chose the Moumaineers over
a slew of D-I offers. Freshmen were not eligible 1o play in those days. Lee. however. enjoyed
a sirong campaign with the Mountaineers’ (Fosh squad, leading the team with 372 yards on 97
carries in five games.

As a sophomore. Lee moved into the No. 2 fullback slot. rushing for 304 yards and three TDs
on 76 carries. His toughness was maiched by his versatility. resulting in him being wilized as
fullback and tailback his final two seasons.

Lee was the team’s second leading rusher both of those campaigns, gaming 543 yards as a
junior and 623 stripes as a senior, while also leading the team with 10 TDs

A member of twe WVU Peach Bow! teams. he was selecied as No. 74 on the list of top 100
all-time WYL football players in the WVU Athletic Depaniment Book. “Saturday Snapshots.”
published in 2015.

His success a1 Morgantown resulted in Lee being chosen in the third round of the NFL Draft
by the Baltimore Colts. He played in 42 games, starting eight. He ended his Colts’ career with
930 yards on 206 carries.

Keith Vrotsos (Athlete - 1970s)

‘rotsos (Manins Ferry High School. Class of 1979), Hpersonified
7 at an elite level, starring for the Purple Riders in football. bas-
1d baseball, the diamond sport proving his pathway to a superb
- career.The four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball
ed better than 330 his first two seasons before exploding in
r campaign. Vrotsos eamned first-team All-OVAC, All-Eastern
nd All-Valley honors that campaign after hitting a1 a robust A58
:oncluded his prep career by wming in a superb senior season.
iled a 386 average with 21 RBI. He was again accorded first
OVAC, All-Eastern Disirict and All-Valley honors, The 5-11,
«der was a four-time Eastern Ohio Baseball All-Star Game participant.
+ was also a standout on the gridiron. He excelled as a placekicker as a sophomore.
9 PATS and one field goal before becoming the Purple’s starting QB his final two
Vrotsos completed 49-of- 100 tosses as a junior, good for 531 yards. He also rushed
tripes. As a senior, he carped second-team All-Ohio UPI honors after completing
passes for 581 yards while also rushing for 423 stripes. He also picked off three
a defensive back. In addition 10 his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named first-leam
C. All-Eastern District and All-Valley, He also played in the OVAC All Star Game.
+ also a (hree-year letierman in hoops The talented point guard averaged some 7
a sophomore. 10.1 as a junior and 9.2 as a senior. He was named second-1eam
C as a senior. He helped lead the Purple Ridess 1o sectional fitles his final 1wo
1s and capped his hoop career by playing in the OVAC All-Star Game,
; carned a baseball scholarship to' Ohio University where he lettered all four years and
xd co-captain in both his junior and senior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats
anding as he batied 341 with 12 doubles, I wiple. 7 home runs. 32 RBI and 12 stolen

otsos was 2 second-team All-Mid-Amencan Conference selection as a senior. He fin-

Bobcat career with a sharp 311 bauting average, When he graduated. Vrotsos ranked
1 10 in the following categories: games played (157). hits (141). home runs { 15). RBI
bles (20). 1otal bases (201). runs scores (105) and stolen bases (30).

Georgia Dawson (Athiete - 1980s)

Georgia Dawson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1984). Dawson was a
tremendous three-sport standout for the Big Reds. excelling in basketball,
volleyball and track & field.

She achieved a rarity in the realm of Bellaire athleties, becoming a four-
year letter-winner in basketball. surpassing the 1.000-point plateau while
also grabbing more than 1.000 rebounds. Dawson. who served as hoop
captain as both a junior and senior, was a three-time all-OVAC selection
while making the All-Valley first-ieam as a senior, Dawson was named
a two-time All-District 12 basketball honoree and was a special mention
all-Ohio choice as a senior.

Dawson was just as dominant in volleyball, The three-year letterwinner served as the
1eam capiain in her final two seasons, garnering first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and
senior, Dawson was also a three-vear standout in track for the Big Reds. In all, she finished
her illustrious prep career with 10 letters.

Dawson's athletic success didn't stop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she
took her immense athletic talent to West Liberty State College where she became a four-year
letierwinner in basketball and volleyball. Dawson was the Hillloppers™ volleybail captain as
a junior and senior. making the WVIAC Ail-Conference Team three seasons while being
accorded Volleyball Athlete of the Year her senior season.

In baskerball. she still ranks in the wp 20 in rebounds in Hilllopper history with 541
caroms.

Dawson was inducted into both the Bellaire High and the West Liberty halls of fame. She
was honoted by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan in 1988 and inducted into the District
12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017.

S,

Ron Stephens (Athlete - 1980s)

Ron Stephens {The Linsly School. Class of 1985). He is remembered
as one of the greatest baseball players in Linsly hisiory. but the 6-4,
185-pounder was also a gified gridder and hoopster for the Cadets.

He was twice tabbed Linsly's baseball MVP. The talented shortsop was
captain of the All-Staie Class A 1eam as a senior while being an Ali-Valley
first-team honoree as both a junior and senjor,

Stephens batted a robust 403 as a senior wuh 11 doubles. 29 runs
scored and a school record 28 stolen bases. That same season, he was a
sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA. helping the Cadets win the
OVAC Class 2A crown and script a 20-8 record. Stephens batted .349 as
a sophomore and he hit a a 345 clip as a junior with a pair of grand slams. The versatife
performer was a two-time first ieam Eastern Ohio Baseball League selection. camning player
of the year honots as a senior.

On the gndiron. the wide receveridefensive back/kick retumer was so dynamic that he
received scholarship offecs from many D-1 schools, including WVU and Pitt. He set an Ohio
Valley record with 61 catches in 10 games. a mark that has since been erased. Stephens was
a thrée-year staner in football for the Cadets. He was a first-team All-State, Alt-Valley and
AILOVAC honoree as a senior

He was no stouch in basketball either. eaming first-team A{l-OVAC and second-team
All-Valley honors as a senior after leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding. He was
third-team All-Valley as a junior.

Stephens was drafted out of high schoo! by the Boston Red Sox in the 13th round {413th
overall). He opted. however. 10 go the collegiate ranks and accepted z baseball scholarship to
the University of Cincinnati. AT UC, he was wtilized as an infielder, but his meal licket was
on the mound. He was 6-3 as a junior, Jeading the Bearcats n strikeows and a 3.84 ERA
He was selected by the Chicago White Sox in the 58ih round afier his junior campaign and
played in the minor leagues for five seasons. advancing 1o the AAA level with the Vancouver
White Sox of the Pacific Coast League. He retired after the 1992 season
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Eric McGhee (athlete - 1990s)

Eric MeGhee (Wheelmg Central Iligh Schoal, Class of 1991). There
have been a lot of footbal standows come through the Maroon Knights®
program and thrs multiple-time allstate selection s right near the fop
of the list

Actially, MeGhee was a siandout in three sports during his time at
Central, but 1t was on the football field where he lefi ins biggest mark
Ln route to witmning the Kennedy Award, which is presented 1o West
Virginia's lop prep plaver. as a senior. MeGliee rushed for a modern Olio
Valley record of 2479 vards on 307 carrees in 12 games while seoring
30 wuchdowns. All told, he finished with 34 touchdowns and mere than
3.000 all-purpase vards. Also a standaud on the defensive side of the hall, McGhee had
four intereeptions, retumed a fumble recovery for a fouchdown and seored 192 1014l points,
which was the best in the Mouatain State that season. As a jumior, McGhee finished second
N the kennedy Award balloting alter leading the Ohio Valtey i rushing. e accumulated

363 vards on 201 carries. He scored 28 tanchdowns on the ground and 172 1o1al points 1o
lead the state. Along with his ali-state and Kennedy Awards, McGhee Isc recopnized as
the Gatorade Player of the Year. Morgantown Touchdown Club Plaver of the Year, all-USA
Today team and the Touchdown Club of Alinta also recopnized McGhee's etfors, Locally,
the awards were abviously plentitul, too. He was twice named capain of the all-Valley
Small-School 1eam and he was captain of the all-OVAC Class AA teans,

Adier his prep career. MeGihee aceepted an offer to attend Bowling CGreen State Liniversity,
He played two vears and served priman |y as 2 kiek returner, He was a part of the Falcons' 1992
team which finsshed 12 and won the Las Vegas Bowl, He Jed the teamm in kickofF returns with
3 for 269 yards that sesson. including 125 vards againgt Wisconsin, e plaved twa scasons of
professional toothall for the Steel Valley Smay
Along with his football expleits, MeGliee was part of the Maroon Knighis™ 1990 Class AA
slate championship basketbal) team. He wa the OVAC Class AA baseball plaser of the
vear afier serving as the Knights' lead-off hicer,

Kelly Shields (Amete - 19905)

Kelly Shields (ldison Hizle School, Class of 1993). This former
Wildeat made a decision to focus on the spon of wrestling as a youngster,
and 1 was a decision that pasd the ultimate dividends.

A fsr-vear mainstay for the Wildeats, Shields helped 1o put Edison on
the neap at the state level through his exploits on the mat during his career
which saw him rack up 137 career wins.

Shields is oae ol jusi nine OVAC wrestlers 1o win tour championships
at e OVAC Ren Mauck Wrestling Tournament. He won the 1990 and
1991 crowns ar 103 pounds: bumped up a class 10 112 in 1992 and then
captired his fourth title at 119 as a senior,

The suceess didn't end inside what was then known as the Wheeling Civie ¢
Skuelds put forth a brilltaa career an the state level. toe, becoming a consiant at th
Cuenter on the campus of Wright State University.

Shields was 3 four-ume state qualifier and claimed the Division 11, 103-pound stat
pionshtp as a sophomore, He finished 37-1 as a senior, dropping his first-round matc
state tournament which, at that time. eliminaled him from the ournament

Shiekds won the distnet championship as a freshman, sophomore and senior. A
senmar season, Shiclds was recogitized as the OVAC Wrestler of the Year a 119 pou
was itlso mamed an All-American by the National High School Weestling Team,

Upon graduation, Shiclds enrolled a1 Kent S1aze University with intentions of cor
his weestling career. however he suflered a knee injury which Jed 1o the end of com
wrestling. Shields” abilities also carned a spot on Team Ohio, which allowed him to t
places such as Hawaii. Australia and New Zealand in the summer of 1992,

Adam Hoppel (acicte - 20005)

Adam Hoppel {Beaver Local High School, Class of 20041, Whether i1
wis on the Jootball field or the weestting mal, this wlerted athlete shined
hily durimg all four vears of his prep carcer
I footbali, Hoppel was & four-vear mainstay for Coach Rich Wright's
team, He was a paet of two undeteated teams and three plavoit qualifiers
as a standout on both lines

A three-time, firststeany all-Eastem Dstnet pick. 1loppel shined along
the defensive line, accumulating 207 career tackles and 26 sacks in his
vareer,

Along with all-district, Hoppel was named second-teatn all-Ohio as a
seniar, He was a three-tme all-OVAC selecton and multipke-imme pick for the Colismbiana
County and Quad County all-star tearns,

In wrestling, Hoppel was a four-vear mainstay Qualitving for the OHSAA Division 11 State
Tournament in cach of hes seasons. oppel was a fourstine sectional and three-tine d slrgt
charpion. In Columbus, he placed three times. As a sophomore. Hoppel bad his ame rised as
a state champion. He was runner-up in batls 2003 and 2004, As a freshman, e qualified and
won two maiches, but enly six wrestlers placed at thag 1ime.

In addition 10 his ¢ferts in the postseason, 1loppel was a Four-time champion at the OVAC
Tournament. When le accomplished the Teat in 2004, Hoppe! was just the fourth wrestler
ever 1o e so,

He finished his man career with a Beaver Local record of 154y ictories

Adler electing 1o pursug a foothall carcer, Hoppel signed with the Liniversity of Cincinnati
where he became a starter in 2006 along the defensive line, As a senior, he colleeted 38
tackles, had an interception and a fumble recovery He had his carcer high of seven ackles in
the Papajohas.com Bowl. Hoppel signed an undrafied feee agent with the Cleveland Brow s,
but was released prior to the stan of the season,

Zach Collaros (athlete - 20005)

Zach Collaros (Sicubenville 1igh School, Class of 2007). Elipibk
lor induction Tor the first tme, this Termer Big Red mulu-sport standout
wis a no=brainer.

During his prep carcer, it didn’t matcer the sport that Collaros plaved.
He simply shined in thens all, caming four leners in basketball. baseball
and foatball, However, 1t was on the foothall field for Coach Reno
Sugeoe

Collares was a three-vear starter at quanerback and amassed an incred- i
il 31-1 record while Belping 1o lead Big Red o back-to-back 13-0 state
championship in 2003 and 2006, During those scasons, he broke every
Steubenville passing record.

As 1 senioe en route 10 first-team all-Ohio and state plaver of the year honors in If
HI. Callaros passed for 2,530 vards and 30 woehdowns against just four intereepic
also rushed for 15 souchdowns and 720 vards, All old. he passed for 4,306 vards
touchdowns. while renning for 1.304 yards and 25 wuchdowns.

Collaros wasn't o one-way plaver, cither. 1le shined a1 defensive back, recar
intereeptions. le ran six of those back for wuchdowns, while alse recovering five |
and scoring wice,

Ou the baseball field. Collaras was the starting shortstop basically from day one
carcer Tor Coach Fred Heatheringlon's ultra-su tul program, He started on the E
state runner-up team in 2004 and had the weam’s lone hit in the game.

For his carcer, Collaros batted 407 with 100 RBI. 122 rans scored, 17 doubles
triples amd Lwo home runs,

In basketball. Collaros carned fiest-team all-OVAC as a junior and senior He finis
career wilh 1,203 carcer points, which is fourth-best 1 Steubenville history, He ax
1.5 pomnts a game as a jumor and 16 a3 u senior.

Upon completing his prep carcer, Collaros aceepted a scholagship o play foal
Uincinmati. He was a four-year letterman with the Bearcals and became the team’s »
quarterback as a junior,

He camed alt-Big East honors afier passing for 2,502 vards and 26 touchdowns.
the conference in passing yards per game (263 8, passing vards (2.902) and toal «
(282 2). As a senior, he passed for 1940 vards and 15 touchdowns, but missed mo
three fult games with an injurs before returming 1o quarterback the team 1o victory
Liberty Bowl.

He timshed his UC career with mare than 3,000 passing vards and 50 touchdowns. b
ing only the sceand quarterback in school lstory 10 accomphish such 2 feat.

Collares signed as an undratied free agent with the Eampa Bay Buceanecrs, bul w;
refeased. He's spent the five seasons as the starting quarterback for the Hamilton Tie:
was lnded 1o the Sasky riders in 208,

5

a’s team where Collaros made arguably his bipgest impact. ]
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Dr. Dan Dovle (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 19741, He has become
a fixtare i the conlierence, serving as director of the OVAC Ror Mauck Wrestling
tournament since 2009 and OVAC Wrestling Commis
been an the OVAC |- seeutive Board since the early 2000, serving as president dur-
g the 2009-10 and 2010-11 school vears.

His gontribution to the sport ol wresthing was recogniz
was named the OVAC “Mr. Mat Award™ recipient 1 2003, 1l has been responsible
tor many changes in the seeding process tor the canference weestling lourmament

Do e as

He began
irgiaza State Championship at 112 pounds as a senior. He was
place-winner, ¢laiming 1he conference title in 1972

Doyte then went on 1o Allegheny College, graduating there in 1977 with a bachelor's degree in
ogy. He was a four-

Dr. Dan Doyle (0vaC Famity)

ioner singe 2013, 1le has

ed by his peers when he

o waorked with the OVAC Muscum Committee for many s ears.
a high school wresier at Wheeling Centeal, capturing the West
sor L three-time OVAC Tour;

vitr wrestler there and an NCAA 1%

one 11 National qualifier. 1le came

:t's depres in seienee and education from the Univers vool Daxten and his doctorate from
Virginia University,

Ife was a teacherfeosch an Seflerson Union High School Tor eight vears, serving as head coa
wrestling and baseball and

Dovle then spens 16 v
for 12 years including el school prineipal. He was the head wresUing coach all 16 vears. le
Buckeve to overall OVAC Toumament Championships in 1996 and 1997, also winning the OVAC
Meet Chaznpionship those two vears e was

He then served as the Superintendent of Schaols of the Noble Local Schoal District (Shenandoat
later spent time as interim superintendent at Frontier Loeal,

< an assistant in fpothall. )
in the Buckeye Local district starting in 1983, serving as an adminis

1 iwo-ttme OVAL and E

e District Couch of the
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Roy “Al’ Glitch (0vAC Contributor)

" Glitch {Bridgeport High School. Class of 1969). When you're
; the “Voice of the QVAC™, that's a pretty good place to start, but
s alse worn many other hats within the conference over the years
ete to coach to directer

nown Glitch as a mainstay as the public address announcer for
ars at both the OVAC Boys/Girls Basketball Tournaments and
C Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic (both events
‘miversity Eastern), and he’s also been on the “mic™ and behind
book at countless regular season and tournament events at St
e High School,

also spent many vears on the OVAC Bascball Committee, inciuding |5 vears as the
rector, and was the recipient of the 2013 OVAC Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorekeeper!
vard

Clairsville, he spent 32 years as a math instructor and coached multiple sports.
« serving as head boys’ basketball coach from 1978-85. He was the Disinict 12
“the Year in [980 and coached in the OVAC All-Star Game in |981, He was also
astrigt §2 Assistant Coach of the Year in 2002

3 was an assistant baseball and football coach for the Red Devils for {1 years.

had the St. Clairssille Junior High Tournament named in his honor in 2012 and
red the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award

athlete. he's a part of two teams on the Bridgeport High “Wall of Fame™ - the 1969

i and baseball state runner-up teams; and was an all-QVAC and all-Eastern Ohio
in both sports. earning honorable mention all-Ohio i basketball.

then attended West Liberry State College where he was a four-year letterman and a
all-WVIAC selection. He received his bachelor’s degree in secondary mathematics

here and his master’s in education from the University of Dayton in [981.

g cogtpcied in the Ohio Valley Baseball League for 24 years as a standowt on the
Reds

ition 10 teaching at $1 C., he also served as a GED mash instructor at the Belmont

ymal Institute, earting five nominations as Ohio Corrections Teacher of the Year and

¢ a finalist in 2015

Don Clegg (Media)

Don Clegy (John Marshall High Schoel, Class of 1974). He enjoved
a successful 26-year career covering local colleges and high schools
as a sponts reporter and editor at the Wheeling News-Register and The
Intelligencer.

During his tenure with the Wheeling newspapers, Clegg and members
of his sports departments received several state-wide awards for van-
ous anticles, features and special projects. A past president of the West
Virginia Sportswriters Association (WVSWA), Clegg chaired aumerous
all-state bovs™ and girls” basketball and baseball committees for the
WVSWA. He also did publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley AH-Star
Football Game for several years,

After leaving the newspaper business, he provided exiensive editorial services to the
West Liberty University athletic department as a professional freelance writer for many
vears before being named sports information director at the university in June of 20 1T, As
sports information director, Clegyr leads the spons information department’s dai Iy operations
and serve as primary media contact for WLL's {8 intercollegiate spors. His other respon-
sibilities inctude generating all editorial content and athletic publications, overseciny West
Liberty’s athletics websie and maintaining sports records and stausiics.

Clegg also serves as a member of West Liberty's Athletic Hall of Fame Commuttee

He 15 a native of Moundsville and a John Marshall High Scheol alum who later praduated
with henors from the P.1. Reed School of Journalism at West Virginia University in 1978,

Dave Bruney (Coach)

runey (Martns Ferny High School, Class of 1969). If ever there
sone who bleeds purple. it's “Coach Dave.” During 40 years on
\es including 39 at his alma mater, Bruney amassed an impressive
cord of 284-135 (275-134 at Ferry High} which ranks among the
OHSAA history
-coached Pucple Rider teams made the OHSAA playoffs 14 tim
:ar span starting in 1998 (*98, *99. 2000, "02, "03, 04, *06, "08,
*11, “13, *14, *17) and had only six sub-.500 seasons in 39 vears
one afier 1990. The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeated
«asons under Bruney (1979, 1998, 2002 and 2004), with the "04 team winning the
Division 1V, Region 15 championship before falling 10 Youngstown Cardinal
27-6) in the state senufinals.
ms also won six Qhio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1999, 2002, '04,
ind “131 and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Games four

sports an impressive list of honors, including being named to the OHSFCa Hall of
2010. He also received the Ohio Coaches Achievement Award from the Minor Pro
all of Fame in Pittsburg in 2014 the entire Bruney family was honored by the Lou
per “Ohio Valley Hall of Fame with the Heritage Family Award in 2010; and Martins
ave Bruney Football Complex was named in his honor.
‘s coaching career began in 1973 as an assistant at Buckeye Norh under Bill
He then served as an assistant at Ferry three vears (1974-76) under his cousin,
1ey and then spent a year as a graduate assistant at Marshall University under Frank
119774,
1 head coaching stop was at neighboring Bridgeport where he gwided the Bulldogs
ding 9-1 seasen.
thlete. Bruney was an all-Ohio henorable mention and all-OVAC first (cam selection
ber of the Purple Riders’ football team. He went an to Ohio University (graduating in
ere he was recruited by Fermy graduate C1iff HeMefinger and plaved for the Bobeats
ach Bill Hess.

Jay Circosta (Coach)

Jay Circosta (Shadyside High School, Class of 19631 When someone
dedicates a half-century of their life to something, it's trely amazing, and
when you're the second all-time winningest football coach in the Ohio
Valley™s football tradition-rich history, earning Hall of Fame accolades
is a given.

Circosta achieved both, coaching a total of 50 years including 47 as a
fead coach and amassing a superb record of 336-144-5 - second only
10 Steubenville Big Red boss Reno Saccoccia in Ohio Valley history and
ranking 1 the top 10 all-time in the state of Ohio

The Monroe County legend began his coaching career in 1968, serving as an assistant
three vears at Woodsfield under former Ohio State University standout Bob Burts. When
butts lefi for Union Local, Circosta took over 1o begin a 47-year head coaching run, the first
23 seasons at Woodsfeld and then, following consolidation, for 24 vears at Monroe Central.

Circosta-coached teams enjoyed six undefeated regular scasons (1973, 76, "91, '93, "99
and 2002); captured 14 OVAC championships (nine at Woodsfield; five at Montoe Central)
and eamed 14 OHSAA playoff appearances (five at Woodsfield; nine at Monroe Central)

Waoodsfield was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions by The Associated Press and
Monroe Central won the Division V, Region F9 championship in 2001 before falling 10
Bedford Chanel in the state semifinals.

He coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game four times (1974, °77,
'81 & 2000) with a 2-2 record and he coached in the BACF All-S1ar Game onee.

Circosta also coached baseball for [4 years with nearly 15§ victories.

He was previously inducted into the West Liberty University Athletic Hall of Fame (1996}
and the Chio High School Eootball Coaches Hali of Fame. He was named the Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan Club's “Man of the Year™ in 2005 and was named Eastern District
and Pioneer Valley Conference “Coach of the Year™ numerous times. The road through
Memorial Park in Woodsfield 15 named “Jav Circosta Boulevard™ and the “Jay Circosta
Fieldhouse™ is part of the athletic facilities.

He received an A.B. in Secondary Education ¢P.E, Health, Speech and Driver Education)
from West Liberty where he plaved both football and baseball and an M.S.in Education in
Guidance and Counseling from the University of Dayton.

Jim Crosier (Official)

rosier (Steubenville High School, Class of 1967). As a member of
Valley Wrestling Officials Association, Crosier spent 29 years as
al, working countless OHSAA sectional, district and state touma-
{e was also invited to officiate the 1979 NAIA National Wrestling
snships at the Wheeling Civic Center (now WesBanco Arena)
H. Crosier was named the Lamry Deaton QVAC Official of the
the OVAC Wrestling Coaches Association for his exceptional
5 an overseer of the mats; he was inducted inte the Ohio Wrestling
Hall of Fame m 2014 and was the recipient of the prestigious
W™ award at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament in 20§6.
w spent 40 years as an educator, retiring wn 2011, He taught and coached at
ville High for two years before moving on o Union Local where he was a teacher,
g coach and athletic director during his 38 years there
ad coach of the Jets for nine vears, Crosier's mat teams won two OVAC Class 2A
d one Class 3A championship, He coached four OVAC champions - Mike Gregg,
allace, Randy Simpsen and Jeff McCormick. He was named OVAC Coach of the
ee times (Class AA in 1974 and "75 and Class AAA tn F980).
s the founder of the Ohio Valley Junior High Championships in 1976 inow called
AC Junior High Championships;
athlete at Steubenvitle High. Crosier was an OVAC runner-up at 175 pounds com-
nder OVAC Hall of Fame coach Bob Hedmond.

Chet Daniels (Athlete - 19405)

Chet Daniels (Bellaire High School, Class of 1947). He eamed seven
varsity Big Reds' leniers — three each in football and basketball plus
one In track

He eamed about every major football honor as a center in football
his final years — a two-time All-OVAC largest Class AA, two-time
Al-Eastern Ohio., and second team All-Ohio as a senior and third team
All-Ohio as a junior in the one-class Associated Press selections. He was
team Most Valuable Player and team captain on the 9-1-1 record 1946
team which won the OVAC championship. He was selected on Ohio’s
South All-Star team,

He eamed a football scholarship to the University of Oregon, where he excelled for four
years — one year on the (reshman team and three varsity letters as a two-way guard The
1948 Oregon team went 9-1 overall and 7-0 in Pacific Coast Conference play and accepted
an invitation to play Doak Walker-led Southem Methodist University in the 1949 Cotton
Bowl. The Ducks bowed, 21-13 in the zame with Daniels, an All-Pacific Coast Conference
selection, kicking the extra-point in the fourth quarter. The 1948 Oregon football team, with
Daniels, was inducted into the state of Oregon Hall of Fame in 1990,

Daniels, an honorable mention All-America seiection, led the NUCAA in placekicking
poinis with 46 in 1949

After college praduation, he enlisted in the LS. Air Force and, after discharge, mads his
homse in Portland, Oregon, He died 1n 2003
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George Deiderich (athtete - 19505

Gewrge Deiderich (Toronto High School, Class of 1953). He was a
mine-letter, four-year performer in football, basketball and track for the
Red Kmighis

A teammite of OVAC Hall of Famer Don Sutherin, they seeved as
football team co-captaing and alse were starting auards ona 17-2 record
baskeiball squad. the bust record at the school 17 vears

b rack. Derderich was in a class by himself. He was the leading scorer

two straight vears in the one-class OVAC Track Meet. seoring 16 poinls
as a junior and 16 177 points as senior with fiest-place Hnishes m the high
and low hurdies, second in the shot put and running a leg on the w inning shuttle hurdle 1eam,
I Ohio’s largest Class A state meet. he placed third in the 120-vard ligh hurdles,

Adter @ year at Valley Vorge Military Academy in Wayne, P, where he played footiall,
he camed a scholarship 1o Vanderbilt University where he starred in football and track, A
Lheee-year fovtball letierman. he was a two-year starter at guard on offense and defense and
was a two-ttme first lam All-Southeasiern Conference selection while becoming a rare
consensus tirst team All-America selection i [958, The I-plaver A-A honor rell included
istan Prophy winners in Pete Dawking of vy and Billy Cannon ol LSL,

The b-foot-1. 200-pound Deiderich atso starred m track as he broke the sehool record with
a 1446 second clockmg in the 120-vard high hardles

He was drafted by 1he Los Angeles Rams in the 23rd round of the NT1. Deaft but opted to
stgn with the Monteeal Alouettes of the Canadian Football Lexgue. He played in 19 games in
three CFL seasons — 2 1/ with Montreal before tenishing up with the Ouawa Roughriders
He had a 52-vard intereeption return for & wouchdown in 1960, He died in 1999

Pete Gongola (athleic - 19505

Pete Gongola (Benwood Union EHigh School, Class of 1952). He was
an honared three-sport Tronmen athlete and the mest acelained of the 12
Gongola brothers who played sports for the old Marshalt County school.
The G-fool, 195-pounder led Union 1o live OVAC utles in there sponts

two each in football and basketball and one in baseball plus a state
football largest class runner-up finish as a senior.

b football, he was o two-way standout end and kicker whe earned first
teani AI-OVAC Class A, first tewn All-Valley =i School” co-captan,
and [irst team Targest ¢lass Afl-Stete, He led the Ohio Valley witl 9 11
carches as a seiior and, along with 13 PAT kicks and 67 points, second
in OV Class A, He also was cited ats a top detinsive perforner

in busketball, he was named captain of 1he WV, All-Star weam which played 1
All-Stars in 1934 a1 Madison Gym on Wheeling sland

Basebail wa

his best sport, however. The atl-stater apted for pro baschall,
Cleveland Ind fann svstem, after high school and played 13 years (1953-6°
miaor feagues, The catcher played 1.0235 games with 2 .265 carcer baterng ave
advanced to the highest Class AAA compention with Porttand in the Pacific Coasi
and with Ballas-Fon Worth in the American Association. He retired in the Califormia
system, He s deeeased.

Bob DiStefano (athietc - 1960s)

Bob DiStefano (Martns Ferry High Sehool, Class of 1964), A lour=sport
performer, this Purple Rider is best knowr for thre starting vears i fool-
ball plus baseball and track as welt as four vears of baskeibafl.

He was the starung yuarterback as a junior and senior afier slarting
hitltback on a 10-0 record. stawe-ranked and OVAC Class AAA champion
eam as a sophomore, It was Ferny's third straight unbeaten an.

As nior, the Riders went 9-0-1 10 win the OVAC Class AAA crawn
and were ranked No. 3 in the Ohio largest Class AA Poll, Fhe 1eam co-
capiaiit, who was also a standout delensive back, cacned first team camed
All-Ohio from both The Associated Press and United Press International at quarterback s well
as A-OVAC Class 34 and All<kastern Obio honars, Fle was selected Ohio €lass AA *Back
of the Year™ and also pained national attention as a Scholastic Coach AR-America selection, In
the opening wame of the season, Ferry defeated Canton McKinley. 20-8. and the only blemish
oil the recard was a 14-14 tie at New Philadelphia.

I'he 6-foor. 180-pounder, wha earmned first eam A-Valles “Big School™ as a senior, pass
for 1.240 surds and rushed for 300 vazds while seoring 66 points. He adso landed four pa
for 41 vards,

Fermy went 7-3-1 in his junior season as he earned second team All-Valley ~Bag School™ and
first 1eam All-E:astern Ohio,

In basketball, DiStefano plaved suard and was the team’s second leading scorer,

He camed a football scholarship to Purdue t ‘miversity where he was the starting quarterback
an the freshman team in an era of three-vear varsily téums. He is deceased,

Leon Jenkins (Awmiete - 1960s)

Leon Jenking (Weir igh School, Class o 19681 A three-sport Red
Reder fettermin an footbai). bascball and hasketball, he led foothall teams
1o 8-2 and 7-3 records his last two years at quarterback.

As a senior, Jenkins recorded nearly £306 all-purpose vards in 10
games, rushing 109 umes Tor 825 vards and (3 TDs: seoring 103 points;
and completng 27 of 63 passes for 325 vards and four TDs. He also
plaved defensive back and returned kicks. [n 3 season opening 26-19 win
over Follansbee. e tied o school record with four FDs, meluding runs of
86 and 75 yardsavhile rushing for 225 yards. 11 rushed for 154 vards in
A loss to Steubenvilie, ther ranked No | in Ohio, and he had a Yd-vard quarterbacl
1 i 4-28 win ac Moundsville

Carcer-wise, he scored 182 points (28 T13s). which was then No. 2 in the Weir
books. He also sushed for 1436 vards. possibly the Ohio Valley record for a quar
it the tinwe

As asenior, he camed first ieam All-Valley "Big School”, AB-OVAC Class AN
Mauntineer League and third tcam All-State

Jenkins was a standout basehall outficider and was a first weam. 20-play er atl-cl;
Valley choice in the Tiest selections by The [atelligencer. He batted over 300 and w:
as @ top defensive plaver,

The S-foor-11. 163-pounder camed a foothall scholarship to West Virgina Uni
where he was fouryear staner a1 coraerback -- three on the varsity team. He w
aniy sophomore on a 10-1 record 1969 1cam which wor the Peach Bowl, 14-3, vs.
Carolina e started on three varsity eams with a combined 25-8 recard and was
COCAPLIIN &5 2 senior,

Career-wise, Jenkins intereepted 10 passes wish one TD, He also was a reguki
retumer For three seasons with two 10 retarns,

He was drafled in the 16th round by the Detreit Lions and played four games ir
He also played one season (1975) for the Sheeveport {La.) Steamers in the World ¥
gue. In 17 games. he had six pass intereeptions and eeturned punts and kickoffs.

Jeff Patterson (athicte - 19705)

Jeff Patterson (Brooke High School. Class of 1974, Patrerson was
one ol the finest pertormers ever m the tradition-ricls Brooke football
history. starring as as a big-play wide reecrver for legendary coach Paul
“Bud™ Billiard.

Paterson’s exploits helped (o kead the Bruins to their lizst plavoll berth
m 1978, He landed 22 passes for 301 vards and eight TDs that [all. | e
carned second-team atl-state honors o o with Frse-teant reconilion o
the al-OVAC, all-Valles [serving as co-captam) and all-Mountaineer
sguads.

Morcover, the glue-fingered wideout was chasen to play in the OVAC
Rudy Mumtey All-Star Football Game. e was aiso awarded she Clark Hinkle Scholarship

Patierson also enjosed a batner junior grid campargn. He caught 36 passes for 686 vards
for cight TDs white ‘also reteming a pumt for a sis-pointer. The versatile performer was
accorded first-team ali-state honors for his ¢fforts that 1all [le was also tamed to the first
team of fhe all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Mountaineer League squads.

Paticrson was also a two-year letterman m basketball for the Beuins, He helped Brooke 1o
a 15-win campaign and a sectional erown his senior sear

The takented guard averaged [4.2 ppg that winler, carnityg fiem third-team all-Valley [au-
rels. Jte was also chosen o play i the OVAC Sam Mum ey Baskewball Classic.

Football eamed Pauerson a scholarship to Youngstown State, but he was Jjust as exeellent
it track and field as sprinter

He placed seventh in the West Virginia stale nweet senior in the 20t meters, He was
fifth m the same event in the OVAC meet while tak g Tourth in the 100-mcters.

Patlerson enjoved a banner junior year as a thinclad, He was fourth in the OVAC 200
mters while taking sixth in the 100, He was regional champ in the 200 winle taking third in
the [60. As fate would have (L however, he was injured and unable 1 take part in the state
meet.

Patterson and the Pengains were a productive foutball (it He started three seasons at
Youngstawn State, gaining second team Al-Ohéo Valley Conference honors as a senion. He
finished his Penguin carcer with 73 catches for 1,300 vards and seven TDs. At the tinw of
his graduation, he ranked second in all-time conseeutive games with a reception (27) and
17l iy carcer receiving vards.

His college production spawned o professional grid career in the Canadian Fooibail
League, e plaved four seasons with Montreal and was nansed the Alouettes® Rookie of the
Year in 1983, Patterson had 76 carcer catches with Monreal for 980 vards and seven TDs,

Paterson ended his pees carcer with atchewan, leading the Eastern Conference 1n
PUIL retum avergge

Ron Sismondo (athlete - 19705)

Ron Sismonde (Muingo High School, Class ol 1978). Sismondo was
anc ol the finest hurkers ever 10 grace the mound in Ohio Valley his-
tory. In addition, he was also a sparkling quarterback Tor the Indians.
monda’s pitching prowess was so superb that he carned o scholarship
Lo the University of Arizona, where he became the only OVAC product
to play foran NCA A Baseball World Serics champion when the Wildears
urned the ingk in 1980

The erafiy southpaw was a iwo-ume All-Valley and AIFOVAC base-
ball honoree

Sismendo authored a 7-2 mound mark as a senior for an 1.9 Minga squad, with
his two blemishes being a 1-0 loss w Jewer-Sao. He vielded only twe hits i 1l »
championship sethack

Stsmonde struck out 93 batters in just
mumiscule .38 ERA.

lie was also demimant during his jumior campaign, Jeading the Ohio Valles in stei
that spring. fanning 94 batters in 30°innimgs to go with a 1,01 £RA. He had 3 5-2
the 3-8 lndians.

He was also lethal with the bat, finishing third in the Ohio Valles vin s 3001
averiage {19-01-38). He bad six doubles. one triple and one home run

Whike he deminated on the diamond, Sismonda also excelled on the urtliron

He camed All-Valley and AII-OVAC honars tor his sparklng play at yuarterback, 1
the top simall-school passer in the Ohio Valley as a senior, completting 03-of- 142 pas:
T4 vards and seven TDs

At the Universitye of Arizona, Sismondo was a recard-seiling. fowr-viear letierman 1
82) andl starting pitcher. The sar of that team was ouuffelddr lermy Francona, wh
named World Series MVP and first team All-America. Sismondo cratied 2 sparkling
carger reeord with nine saves 1 go with 46 starts while pitching 36 innings in 88 ¢
e set Adizome freshman vear records of 11 wins, 121 innéngs pitched. 18 starts and
complete games,

Sismonde wits drafted twice - by the Milwaukee Brewers in the 11th round in 195
by the Seattle Marmers in the 13th reand (n 1982, 11e signed with Marmers afier
season and plaved vwo years in Class A a1 Wansan, Wis_ in Midwest [ eaygue belore ren
tor the Ohio Vatley and becoming a high school administeatar

innings of work that spring while comp
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Shelly Carroll (athlete - 19805)

Carroll (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1988), Carroll was
hort of a scoring machine during her Purple Rider days.

| forward averaged 29.8 points and 10.6 rebounds a game in her
ison for Coach Larmy Duck. Those lofty numbers eamed her LIP1
1 Ohio Player of the Year honors.

finished her sparkling prep carcer with 1,626 points, estab-
new school record for bovs or pirls, She was a second-team
:hoice as a junior while being tabbed honorable mention in her
re season.

played in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association
uth All-Star Game and also competed in the International Cage Tournament in
, Hungary in 1987
1lti-talented athlete also was a standout vollevball performer for Ferry. She was
o the all-OVAC team after her senior season

digious scoring earmed her a basketball scholarship to the Umiversity of Tennessee
nooga, where she because a four-year starter. She helped the Lady Mocs to three
Conference championships.

finished her career a1 Chattanooga with 1,013 points while also ranking first in
story via her 51 .4 field goal percentage. She also ranks i the top 10 in UTC annals
played {113), rebounds (560}, field goals made (450) and free throw percentage
1e was named first-team All-Southern Conference in 1992.
1s twice honored with the Outstanding Achievement Award by the Upper Ohio
apper Dan Club (1989) and {1993).

Mike Gulan (Athiete - 19305)

Mike Gulan (Steubenville Catholic High SchoolClass of [989),
Gulan was a three-sport star at Catholic Central. but baseball proved to
be his future calling card.

He was first-team Al-Valley, AI-OVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern
District his senior season in baseball, a campaign in which he batted
452 with five home runs, seven doubles, 25 hits, 15 RBI and 18 stolen
bases im 19 auempts. The talented third baseman was named second team
All-Valley as a junior,

In football, he was a second-team All-Valley honoree as a senior and
eamned honorable mention All-OVAC Class AAA in basketball

His sparkimg prep diamond career carmed him a scholarship to Kent State University,
where he excelled for three seasons before being selected i the second round of the Major
League Drafi (53rd overall pick) by the St. Lowis Cardinals.

Gulan was named Mid-American Conference Plaver of the Year and second team All-
America. He was first-team AN-MAC as a junior and second team as a sophomore,

As a Golden Flash junior, Gulan led the MAC in hitting { 430}, home runs (17}, RBI
(68) and triples (6]. As a sophomore, he batted 311 with 11 homers. He batted .336 as a
freshman.

Gulan was one of 90 plavers in the nation invited to the U.S. Olympic team tryouts in
1992 He was inducted into the Kent State Hatl of Fame in 1999

Gulan enjoyed a | 3-vear career (two it majors, part of 12 in the minors and one in Japan}
from 1992-2004. He was a member of the Cardinals” major league club in 1997 and the
Florida Marlins in 2001 and also signed with the Pirates in 2002 and White Sox in 2003,

He was also was a Steubenville American Legion Post 33 baseball standout.

Jamie Adams (Athlete - 19905)

Idams [ The Linsly School. Class of 1994). This former Cadels
imental, not only at Linsly, but throughout the Ohio Valley, in
ceer on the map.
vear regular for the Cadets, Adams etched his name into lore at
+ prep and collegiate level.
ou consider that Adams led the state of West Virginia in scoring
5 i his career, 1t's not hard to see why he gained such a laundry
solades. After scorng just seven goals as a freshman, Adams
ento the scene in 1991 by scorng 37 times. He went for 46 as a
50 groals as a semigr
career goals 15 sull a record at Linsly,
was the first West Virginia athlete and OVAC player to garner Parade All-American
soccer. He was named All-American by National Soccer Coaches Association and
PN/ McDonald's Scholastic Plaver of the Week in 1992,
. Adams was named first-team all-OVAC three times, conference player of the year
a-team all-Valley three times and captained the squad twice. He was named first-
PSL three times and IPSL Plaver of the Year as a senior.
fting through more than 30 offers, Adams elected to continue his career at Princeton
.. He was a four-vear starter with the Tigers and served as a team captam in 1997,
so named to the all-lvy League team that season.
was also heavily involved with the United States Olympic Development Program.
member of the Region | team which played in Europe. He was also selected for the
poot five times and was a part of six state ODP eams.
of his prep and collegiate exploits, Adams shined at the club level. too. He a part
that won six Snicker's Cup state championships and was in the regional final four
ams was inducled to the West Virginia High School Coaches Association Hall of
012

Scott Coyne (Athlete - 1990s)

Scott Coyne (Bellaire High School, Class of 1994}, This former Big
Reds’ point guard was a wizard with the ball in his hands for OVAC Hall
of Fame coach Gene Amnurante during his prep career.

While it was in basketball where Covne achieved some of his greatest
moments, his suceess wast't limited there. He was a three-sport standout
for the Big Reds, shining in track and football as well.

Coyne finished his prep career with 1,051 powts, including a 19.1
points per game average as a senior. He did mere than score the ball. He
stuffed the stat sheet to a tune of nine assists and seven rebounds a game
as he led the Big Reds to their first undefeated repular season and an eventual 21-1 record.

During his junior season, Coyne averaged 20.4 points a game. He netted his career high
of 43 points that season against St. Clairsville. The Big Reds finished 17-4 and won tﬁe
OVAC that season,

Coyne ranks in the top 1¢ in numerous Bellaire categories, including 3-point shooting (44
percent), free-throw percentage (77 percent), steals (141) and his points are the 15th best.

Coyne earned all-everything as a senior. He was all-Eastern District, District 12, OVAC
and all-Valley and was named 1o the McDonald's AH-American and Street and Smith’s All-
American honorable mention lists. He was also named one of the top 25 players in Ohio by
USA Today and played in the Ohio North-Seuth All-Star Game.

As a wide receiver, Coyne was the go-to guy for the Big Reds during his three-year career.
He finished with 1,764 vards. Included was 2 1993 campaign in which he caught 6§ passes
for 967 vards, which ranks seventh in BHS history. Coyne was named to the all-Ohio first
team. He was also named all-OVAC and all-Eastern District.

On the track, Coyne qualified for the state wrack and field championship meet twice in
the 200 mtermediate hurdles. He was a multiple-time OVAC placer in that cvent as well as
nunning key legs on relay teams for the Big Reds.

He died tragically in a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old. At the time of his death,
he was one of the area’s rising basketball officials.

Coyne was inducted to the District |2 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2013.
The Scott Coyne Memorial Scholarship exists at Bellaire High School to honor his legacy,

Tyler Engle (Athlete - 20005)

Engle (Fort Frye High School. Class of 2007). 1t didn’t matter
0 for this former Cadet multi-sport standout because he shined
The winner of 11 vamsity letiers  Engle really stood out on
etball count and baseball field where he eamed eight of those
ms
baseball where Engle eamed his opportunity to compete colle-
1 The Ohio State University Plaving for the late Sonny Bidwell,
1 502 for his career with 12 home tuns and 117 RBIs in leading
ram to a 74-23 record.
enior, Engle batted a robust 515 with four homers and 34 RBIs
to carning all-Ohio first team honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastern Disirict
uno All-Star Games. He was named first-team all-Eastern District four times and
player of the year as a senior. Twice, Engle was named first-team all-OVAC and was
s XA Player of the Year as a senior. He eamed all-PVC four times.
+ basketball court, Engle left a lasting mark as he helped Coach Dan Liedtke’s pro-
65 victaries by scoring 1,760 career points. He yrabbed 400 rebounds, passed out
sts and had 130 steals during his career. He also drained 329, 3-pownt goals, which
hio state record.
g hus senior season. Engle averaged 9.8 points en route to first-team all-Ohio,
m District. all-OVAC, all-Pioneer Valley Conference and all-District 12, He also
1 in the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. That followed up a junior
mn in which he was named third-team all-Ohio, He was actually listed on the all-state
ch vear of his career.
also lettered three times in football, but elected not to play his senior season.
high school, Engle elected to become a Buckeye, He lettered four times as a short-
+ played in [93 carecr games and batted .256. He had four home runs, 82 RBls and
hits. When he finished his career, he ranked second m OSU history with E89 starts.
lus plaving days behind him, Engle entered coaching. He coached at Ohio Valley
ity. where he fimshed his Master’s Degree, Elon University and Marieua College.
rrently the baseball coach at Meadowbrook High School.

Liz Repella (athlete - 20005)

Liz Repelia {Steubenville High School, Class of 2007). Whether it was
at Big Red or West Virginia Universiny, this standout basketball player
simply scored the ball.

The multi-talented combeo guard eamed all-Ohio honors four times
during her prep career. She was named first-team as both a junior and
senior. Repella was named the state’s plaver of the year, averaging 26.9
points a game as a senior

She was named to the third team as a freshman and second team as a
sophomore

She is the all-time leading scorer in Steubenville history -- regardless of gender -- with
2,065 points,

Along with her state accolades, she was named all-QVAC four times and first-team all-
Eastern District four limes, parnering player of the vear as a junior and senior,

Repella, who was also a multi-year letter winner in soccer, was ranked the 63rd best
player in her class as a semor, which garnered several Division 1 offers. She eventually
setiled on becoming a Mountaineer.

A1 WVU, Repella lettered four years and scored [,612 points, grabbed 712 rebounds. She
also collected 207 steals, passed out 162 assists and blocked 76 shots.

She was named first-team all-Big East as a junior and senior and was just the second
WVU female to garner first-team honors in back-to-back seasons.

Repella was an honorable mention all-American after her senior season in which she
helped lead West Virginia 10 a 24-10 record and a second-round NCAA Tourney appearance.
During her final season in Mergantown, Repella led the team in 12 statistical categories.

All told, she played i 134 games, which 15 the most in WVU history, and she was part
of 96 victories. Her college paint total was seventh best in WVU history at the time of her
graduation.

Away from athletics, Repella was a standout student. She graduated witha degree in exer-
cise physiology and a GPA of 3.96. She was a representative on the WVLU Swident-Athlete
Advisory Committee. She also received the Big East Scholar Athiete Sports Excellence
Award and was an Academic AH-American.
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Rich Wilinski (0vAC “Coniributor’)

Rich Wilinski (Foltansbee High Schoul. Class of 1955), 11e enjoyed an
outstanding 36-vear career in educittion and has worn many hats ine lud-
ing coach. administrator and television analysi for local high sehool
twothall,

Wilinski was a head foethall coach for 19 vears at four schools lrom
1963-83 with a cambined record of 121-56-9. His first USSELILINCNL was
at Wayne (1966-07) which merged into Winterssille {he was an assistan
t Bob Kettlewell in 1968-69); then to Toronte (1970:76). Steubenville Catholic (1977-84)
and Buckeye South (19835).

His 1973 tcam at Toronto became the school's second unbeaten 1eam and Wilinski was
selected the OVAC Couch of the Year and the Tirst recipient of the Dapper Dan Club's Rebent
MeKelvey Memorial Award. His is also a member of the Ohio Vidley Football Couches
Hall of Fame.

Wilinskf began his career as the basketball coach duetng the final three seasons ¢ 1962-04)
of Follansbee Si, Anthony. winning the W, Va. Catholic Tournament Class A crown in his
lirst season He also coached boys’ basketball at Wavne for three vears and had a combined
32-9 record with one Class A Sectional title,

He has beerr a TV analyst for Ohro Valley high school football gatimtes for WTOVSTVY for
nearly theee decades.

As an athlete, Wilinski was a three-sport regular {football basketbatlsbasebally ar
Follansbee, played on the Blue Wave's unbeaten state champrenship wam in 1954, seiting
up a T with an interception and kicking the 2AMNE-4 HININE eXtra peind in 3 7-0 victory over
Barboursville 1o snap that school's 28-game winnitg streak, He was named first team all-W.
Vir. Class A, all-OVAC and all-Valley “Big School ™

Wilinski attend the University of Florida on a footbalt granl. but retuened home and played
at West Liberts State College

Jerry Narcisi (0vac ‘Family’)

Jerry Marcisi (Shadyside High School, Class of 1967). e has been
involved with the OVAC for more than a quarier of a century, display-
ing a passion for the youth of the Qo Valley and the conference,
Narcisi bas been a member of the OVAC Exeeutive Board singe 2000,
ncluding serving as president from 2005.2007

He's also been extremely active with track and field. serving on the
OVAC Track Committee for more than 23 sears i several ecapacitios
including meet dircetor and head of the vules committee He also
served as the referee when the OVAC Cal Gilfin Track € amptonships ok place
Beltaire and Shadyside

Naretsi s a charter member of the Shadyside Relays Commitiee. serving as chai
tor 16 years. fle's also been a registered track official in Ohio sinee 1972, working
various capacities at lhe districtand regional level countless timues.

Nareisi s a trustes of the Shadvside igh School $Sports Foundation and belongs
countless professional organizations. He has served in vaetous roles (teacher. supe
sur. direetor) at the Belmons-Harrison Vocational Sehool meluding superintendent
1981-90; was superintend of Shadyside Local Schools Trom 1990-2006: and inter
supertniendent of the Bridgeport Exempted Village School District i 2009. 1k is
but sult serves as a consuliant and facilitator for seseral local schools

He received a Bachelor of Seience in Engineering Technology & Manage from ¢
University in 1971 and & Master's Degrew in Vocational- Technacal Educinion tfron
Ohio State University in 1974, completing his Superintendent License Coursewor
Franciscan University and the Universits of Dayton in 1981

Scott Nolte (Media)

Scou Nolte {(Wheeling Park High School. Class of 1990). 1e has
worked at WIRF-TVT since 1993, serving as Sports Director sinee 1996

During his tenure. TW7 has won mwnerous awards ing uding
"Outstanding Sports Operation,” “Best Regularly Scheduled Sportscast”
and “Best Play-by-Play™ in both West Virginia and Ohio.

Nolte serves as Master of’ Ceremanies for the annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions which honors the conference team champions and awards 3 host
of scholarships 10 area athietes eacl May @1 WesBaneo Arena in Wheeling.
He's alsora regular contributor at the George Strager “Evening with the Stars™
Banquet held in conpanetion wih the OVAC Ruds Mumley All-Star Football Game.

He also worked as play-by-play announcer and sideling reporier for the West
“Super $i1x7 State Football Championships Trom 1996-2004,

The co-host of West Virginia University football's ~Mountaineer Game Day™,
teaches part-time at Wheeling Park High School inthe TV and Radio Carceer Tech E.
Department.

Nolte has also worked at radio siations Eagle 107, WEEL FM 95.7 and WKKX A

Nolte, who attended West Eiberly and graduaied feom West Virginia Tech, is an
ol West Virginia University foothalt and Cleveland Indians baseball.

Kim Clifford (cosch)

Kim Clifford (Bellaire High School, Class of 1972), Clifford cut his coach-
ing teeth as an assistant ac Bellaire under Mark Matz and Gene Ammirante
be tore taking the head coaching position al Cadiz where he spent six vears
and posted a 90-48 record and won the OVAC Class AA championship in
1986,

He then moved on to S Clairssille where he spent the next 27 scasons
{L991-2018), amassing a 372-234 record 1o hoost his carect wial 10 46.1-282
over 33 years as a head coach,

A5 CL ChifTord led the Red Devils to two OVAC crowns (2012 and 2013 and six Buckeve
§ tles: eight secuonal championships, twa disirict chiempionships (2012 and 2003) and one
regional title (212) 10 ¢am the school's onfy OHSAA “Final Four™ berth (St C, ost to Elida,
61-27_in the Division 11 State Semifinals).

In addition to receiving several East District and Distriet 12 honors, Clifford coached in the
OHSBCA North-South All-Star Game in 2000; was nanred the Ohio High School Basketbalt
Coaches Associauon Coach of the Year m 2008: was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Yeur
award in 2012 and 2013, He also served as peesident of the [istrict 12 Basketball Coaches
Association

He reccived the OHSBCA's Bob Amzen Award. given o a coach whe devoted 20 conseeutive
years or more of service 1o the same school and for their loyalty and commitment to baskelbill,
2014 and was inducted into the St Clairsville ligh School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2019
and the District 12 Basketbacll Coaches Hall of Fame in 2021,

Clifford 15 a 1972 yraduane of Bellaire High School where he was capain «of the basketball
team and plaved i the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. He attended Urbana Uniy ity
and yraduated from West Liberty Staze Colleue, caming master’s degree from West Virginia
Uneversily,

Inaddition o coaching basketball, he also spent tithe us the head rack coach and as an assistant
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Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral (coach

Robers *Bubbu® Kupral (St. John Central [igh School, Class of
1974, Whan Kapral accomplished in one sport was enough to land him
in the “Hall.” but e doubled down by getting 11 done m two sports as a
highly-successtul track and basketbalt coach.

I track. Kaprat led St Johe™s 10 the pinnagle o e girls” side not
once, but twice by wianming the OHSAA [hvision (1 Stace Champion-
ship (200772008} on the heels of back-tosback runier-up fishes the two
previous years (200572000). Overall, he coached 47 state place-wnners.
meluding 39 on the pirls’ side and ning on the hovs” side

During his 2T-year track 1enure, the Irish capured 13 OVAC Class A weam tikes (&
191,792,793, 2002, 703, "04, "0, 06, 07, 08, "09; boss 1991, 2009).

Kapral was a two-time OVAC Overall Coach of the Year (2008 2009); the OVAC ¢
fin Memorial Track  Sers ice Award recipient and he was inducted mto the Eastern |
‘Frack and Cross Country Coaches Associaton Hall of Fame (2019)

In hoops. atier assisting Kim Traversa Appolloni for six years and betng a part of ¥
OVAC titles, he elevated 1o the head coaching post and enjoved 25 sears of hardw
cess with a sparkling record of 391-176

During that e, the Lady Irish capured nine OVAC Class A championships (199
99,2000, 01, "06, 07, "08. 16y and reached the OHSAA Division [V Regional To
ment in 2000-01 when SJC posted a sehool-record 23.7 record, Kapral was mamed
Division [V Co-Coach of the Year i 2000 and he was tamed Districe Cozeh of the *
iimes.

Also tibbed the OHSBCA Giels” Basketball Coach of the Year in 2007 Kapral coa
i the OVAC Samuel A, Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic four times: coached in
OHSBCA North-South All-Star Basketball Classic i 2002 and the Pepsi Distriet 12
ball All-Star Classic in 2016, He has recen od the OVAC Rich Saltield Girls Coache.
(2012 and the OHSBCA Bob Armzen Award

In addition to his coaching success, Kapral -+ a 1978 araduate af Bethany Collepe v
B.A, in Communications and a four-year letteeman en the Bison 1eack squad - is an
of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committce. the OVAC Basketball Commitiee and the OF
Coach ol the Year Selection Commitee. 1e's worked in varions capacities at The T
Leader for more than four decades, and carrerly serves as Exeeuntive Sports Editor <
Times Leader Wheeling Mews-Reyister-Iniellizencer and sinee retiving from coachit
beeame a baskerball referce,
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Larry Deaton (officiat)

Yearon (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1964). Deaton was
¥ as an official for more than 40 years, working countless high
atches in both Ohio and West Virginia: college matches at the
d NAIA levels; and in freestyle wrestling.
. of accolades is impressive, with the Ohio Valley Athletic
se naming him the 1993 *Mr. Mat™ award recipient and years
ing the conference’s anaual officials award in his honor — the
ion Official of the Year,

was also inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of
1994; was named the West Virginia Wrestling Official of the Year in 1997; the
USA National Official of the Year ini 2009; and he was the National Wrestling
ime’'s Ohio Chapter inductee in 2016,
athlete, he was a four-year letterman in wresting at Martins Ferry, winning an
le in 1963 and an OHSAA District crown in 1964, Deaton was inducted into the
erry Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1998 and was chosen for the Martins Ferry Athletic
at’s “Wall of Honor™ in 2018. He was also a four-year letterman in football and a
letterman in track.

helped start the Ohio Valley Wrestling Club in the 1970s and headed Marting
ag faotball program in that same era, and he served as president of the Purple Rider
‘lub and on the Board of Directors of the Martins Ferry Recreation Center.

Ralph Anastasio (Athlete - 19505)
Anastasio (Follansbee High School. Class of 1954). A three-
+ Wave athlete and do-it-all football player with a quartet of first
tar honors, he eamed a scholarship 1o West Virginia University
lettered three vears as a two-way back, kick returner and record-
nter.
sle-threat back led the Blue Wave to an 8-2 record his senior
ag only to unbeaten and state runner-up Benwood Union by
{ to 8-1 record Wheeling Central, the OVAC Class AA cham-
7-6. He earned first team honors for OVAC largest Class AA,
+ “Big School™, All-Northem West Virginia, and the largest All-State Class AA. As
he accounted for 17 TDs meluding five on punt returns, one on a kickoft return.

passes and he also intercepted five passes. He played in the Ohio-W.Va. All-Star
a 13-0 W.Va, victory.
3 was a three-year letterman in baskeibail and baseball.
U, he was a four-vear football performer including three varsity seasons as a 5-foot-
sound multi-purpose back (starting right halfback, defensive back, kick returner.
n teams with records of 8-2, 5-5 and 7-2-1 and two Southern Conference titles. [n
tie, 6-6 vs. Virginia in 1957, he made a near-impossible caich on a 62-yard pass
+ the score and also set a school record, which lasted 40 vears, with a 78-yard punt.
ise, he had 141 carries for 569 vards, 20 receptions for 305 yards and a TD, 25 kick
ir 263 vards and averaged 37 vards a punt.
ollege, he returned to the Ohio Valley and was a teacher-coach before retiring 1o his
ome in Steubenville. He was head football coach at St. John's from 1960-62 and
tom 1964-69 including an 82 record in 1964,

Dr. William ‘Bill’ Welker (offician)

Dr. William *Bill® Welker (Shamokin (Fa.) High School, Class of 1965).
No one has been involved as an official or promoted the sport of wrestling
not only in the conference, but far bevond, more than the “doctor™

Welker officiated in the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Toumament from
1980-91 and served as the rules interpreter from 1992-2017. He was also
the OVAC Toumament's souvenir program coordinator and editor for 18
years (1979-96),

He recerved the OVAC's prestigious “Mr. Mat™ award in 1991 and was
tabbed the OVAC Wrestling Official of the Year in 2003

Welker was the West Virginia Wrestling rules interpreter, clmician and supervisor of ofticials
at the state tournament from [989-2017 and the NFHS Natienal Wrestling Rules Committee
from 2012-2015.

He received the 2001 NFHS Mideast Section 2 Distinguished Active Official Award and the
2002 National Wrestling Official of the Year Award from Wresthing L'SA Magazine.

Welker was setected the 1987 and 2013 (with his son Rick) Nationa! Sportswnter of the Year
by Wrestling USA Mayzazine for his “Mat Talk™ column which appearced in a host of publications
and was named that publication’s West Virginia Wrestling Man of the Year in 2001. He was also
tabbed the West Virginia Wrestling Sportswriter of the Year seven times.

He has also conducted numerous wrestling clinics over the years.

As an athlete, he was a three-time sectional and district champion; a two-time regional cham-
pion; the PIAA State Champion in 1963 and the state runner-up in 1965. He eamed a wrestling
scholarship to the University of Pitisburgh.

Welker served as head wrestling coach at Wheeling High (1970-72), Wheeling Central
Catholic (1972-76) and Wheeling Park (1979-80).

Tony Jeter (Athiete - 1960s)

erer {Weir High School, Class of 1962) — He was a G-foot-3, 225-
sr-spont, 11-leterwinning Red Rider athlete during a prime-time era
Ligh sports overall and football in panticular when Weir won three
5 and lost only six games from 1957-61 under Hall of Fame coach
limmy} Carey.

four-vear football letterman, was a starting defensive end on the
ird Class AAA state title team of 1960 and a two-way end standout
- record repeat state championship team of 1961 when he was
first team All-State, All-Valley and All-OVAC. Weir routed Nitro,
St. Albans. 26-7 1n the two title games.
ball, Jeter won the team MVP award and was scouted by the Pinsburgh Pirates. He
wree times in basketball and baseball and one year in track.
septed a University of Nebraska football scholarship and, after competing on the fresh-
1, was a three-year, 33-game starter at end on Combhusker bow] 1eams - two Orange
| one Cotion Bowl, In the 1966 Crange Bowf Joss. 39-28, he landed two TE passes o
| record. Career-wise, plaving on a running team, he landed 38 passes for 528 yards.
tme All-Big Eight honoree, and team MVP as a senior for a 10-0 regular scason tean,
st team All-America defensive honors by the Amenican Coaches Association and sec-
by the two wire services as well as Academic All-America
ebraska Football Hall of Famer was drafted in the NFL third round, 46th overail, by the
v Packers and also by the AFL Oakland Raiders, Traded by the Packers to the Pittsburch
fie played three NFL scasons before a back injury halted his career,
he brother of QVAC Hall of Famer, and former L. of lowa and Green Bay Packer star

Tom Bloom (Athlete - 19505)

Tom Bleom (Weir High School, Class of 1959). He led the Red Riders
to state championships in football and baseball, both under Hall of Fame
coach Jimmy Carey, before caming a football scholarship to Purdue
University where he was a four-vear performer.

Al Werr, he eamed 11 letters in three varsity sports with multiple
honers in football and baseball plus being a basketball regular. He led
the Red Riders to a two-year football record of 20-1 and a state largest
class championship as a junior. The 11-0 record team beat Fairmont
Senior, 19-12 for the title at Wheeling 1sland Stadium. As a senior, OVAC
champion Weir went 9-1, Tosing anly to eventual state champion Parkersburg in the repular
season finale. He eamed first team All-State and All-OVAC and was selected capiain of the
"Big School™ All-Valley team as a two-way back and kick returner.

As a senior, he had a 95-yard kickoff return TD in win over Steubenville and a 96-yard
rushing TD and 217 rushing yards vs. Follansbee. He ended the season with team-best 943
rushing yards. Career-wise, on balanced teams. he had 1.869 rushing vards - second best
at Weir at the time - and scored 25 TDs and 151 points. As a junior, he retumed a kickoff
81 vards vs, Wheeling.

In baschall. the owfielder was an all-state tournament selection as Weir captured the
one-class state title with a 6-2 finals’ win over East Bank, the state’s top championship
program at the time.

At Purdue University, he was a two-way, dorit-all hal(back who was selected the outstand-
ing back on the freshman team and three-year varsity letterman and two-year starter He was
the team’s second 1op rusher and receiver as a juruor and top team receiver (13 calches for
217 yards and two TDs) as a senior. He scored two TDs in a 17-6 win over Michigan State
in 1962. He was a kick returner and defensive back (47-vard interception TD}).

He was drafied by the Cleveland Browns in the 6th Round (No. 74 overall) and indicated
he would sign with them, but was a victim of an automobile crash and passed away in 1963.

Mike Palmer (Athletc - 1960s)

Mike Palmer (Steubenville High School, Class of 1967) -- The 5-foat-
10, 176-pound running back is one of only three Big Red stars 10 eamn
Ohio AP Back of the Year honors, joining OVAC Hall of Famers Harry
Wilson and Zach Collaros. He was the featured back on two Ohio-ranked
powers and eamed two first team Associated Press largest Class AA
All-Ohio honors plus two All-Valley “Big School”, two All-OVAC Class
AAA, and two All-Eastern Ohio honots. He was All-Valley co-captain as
a sentor when he led Big Red 10 a 9-1 record, losing only to Massillon.
and ranked No. 4 in the state Class AA poll. As a junior, Big Red went
8.2 and was ranked No. 8 in the Ohio AP poll.

As a sentior, he scored 126 points (18 TDs. 18 conversions) and rushed 149 times for 1,098
vards and landed 16 passes for 261 yards. Playing against top-caliber foes as a junior, he
rushed 107 times for 882 yards, landed 17 passes for 292 yards. and scored 89 points on 14
TDs and 5 conversions,

The Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference is the largest
high school conference
in the USA!

He also competed m track and basketball. As a member of sprint relay units, he ran a keg
on an OVAC meet record-sening 880-vard team which timed 1:31.1. Big Red won four
straight QVAC Class AAA crowns from 1964-67.

Eaming a football scholarship to lowa State University, he was a two-year letterman, and
starter, for the Cyclones while rushing 116 times for 443 yards and two TDs and fanding 18
passes for 267 vards and two scores. He had an NFL tryout.
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Pete Abuls (athiete - 19705)

Pete Abuls (Cambridge Tligh School. Class of 1978) - Abuls was the
second 1.600-point scorer in the history of Cambridge buys’ basketball,
finishing his career with 1.091 poins.

The 6-6 dandy led the Bobeats as a senior with 543 poinis (a school
record at the time), a 273 average, scoring in double ligures

mall 21 games meludimg six 36-point zames, 1opped by 40 agamst
New Philadelphia. Abuls led the Bobeats 0 three OHSAA Districl
Tourmarment finals,

As would be expected, he recenved many post-season honors. Abuls
was mamed first-team all-Olno as a senior, joinminz Ohio St legends
Clark Kellogy and Art Schlichier on that list, He w S0 the AP Eastern District Class AAA
“Plaser of the Year™ and a first-team all-QVAC € AAAA and all-District 12 selection

As a junior, he was an honorable mention all-Eastern Dhstrict honoree when he scored
342 poants.

Abuls was also a dynamic performer in track & field for the Bobenss,

Fhe three-year letterman set what was then an OVAC record in the high jump wiih a leap
of 6-6 and he aiso went 21-9 in the on

jump. lelping the Bobeats 1o the Class AAAA championship. Voted the school’s Rav Voliz
Award winner as the top male athlete, he was also a tvosyvear letterman in cross counlry,

Abuls continued hes athletic and academic cazeers at Tennessee Tech where he was a four-
year lefterman and the team captain for three years. He

Gushed his career wath 1,187 points (a 122 avenge), 462 rebounds, 139 assists and 110
steals. He averaged 13,3 points as a lreshman and

led the team at 12,1 as a sophomere. Afer an injurs -plagued junior campiign. lie again
led the team in scoring at 14,3 as a senior, Abuls carned all-Obio Valley Arhletic Conterence
aceolades following his sentor campaign

Abuls was indueted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2015

Don ‘Kip’ McLane (athicte - 19705)

Don *Kip® MeLane (Sieubenville Catholic Central, Class of 19717 -
Melane rates among the best hoopsiers ever 1o suit up for the Crusaders.

He put together a dominating senior season, averaging 25 .4 points and an
amitzing 2 rebounds per contest,

Nob surprisitgly. a slew of honors came his way following thatr memo-
rabke campaign. He was tabbed first team all-QWVAC, all-kastern District

and Distnet 5 plager-oi-the-yvear, Moreover, Melane selected by
both UPT and AP as a first-ieam all-Ohio honeree. He was abso chosen to
play in the Olue NorthySouth All-Siar Game,

Ehs outstanding exploits also resonted on he pational landseape as Melane wa
to i pair of All-American wams: The U8 Basketball Writers Association Coach and
Magizine and the Suriidst Growers A=A squad,

e ended his career a1 Steubenville Cithohe
Fame (Class ol 1989) — with £.008 paints.

AHer his illustrious Crusader carcer, Melane reecived a baskcetball scholarship o [
Untversiy - natonal power i those days

MeLane was i three-year starter at Duguesne Unmversity, serving as leam capain as
in 1975, With the Dukes. he tallied 861 points (12 ppa) . 386 rebounds (8. 1 myland 2
He passed away in 2004 at the age of 61,

where he is 2 member of the school”

Joseph ‘JoJo’ Blaha (Athiete - 19805)

Josepl “Jodo” Blaha (Wheeling Central Catholic. Class of 1983} — In
a school where athletic wadition runs deep, Blaha rates with the Maroon
Knights” all-ume greats. He was a fiest-team allsiale honoree in three
sports - fooiball, basketball and bascball,

While starring in all theee sports, Bluha's prep basebal? exploits were
slagyering

He was @ two-time all-stater {198 1/1983). He bated better than 300 a5
a junior and senior. carnine all-OVAC and all-Valley first-team plaudits.
He also helped dead Wheeling American Legion Post [ 1o a pair of state
championships, highlighted by being selected in 1983 as the West Virgina Slate Plaver of
the Year.

liv foutball, Blaha was a stud rumung back and led the 1eam in rushing as @ junior ad
senior, eclipsing the L000-yard mark as a senior. 1Eis balt-toting efons landed him all-
OVAC, ali-Siate and all-Valkes plaudits

The versatile and multi-alenied Blaha was a four-vear baskeiball pertormer for legend-
ary coach Skip Prosser. The Knights captured the 1982 state erown. their fiest as a member
of the WVSSAC, Cemtral advanced 1o the state ournamem agam the followmg vear, The
savy guard was voted 1o the state all-lournament twam in both 1982 and 1983, Blaha was
a double-digit scorer in his final 1wo san hoops. ke was an all-OVAC, all-Valley and
all-State honoree both of those seasons,

Blaha opted to contmue his baseball and academic careers at Valdosta State in Guorgia,
where he seripted another brilltant diamend resume. tettering all four vears. He was a (wo-
time All-American and two-tume alt-conference honoree duning his collegiate plaving days.
Ihe standout third baseman established cight school records. He was a 339 career hitter
with 43 home runs. 52 RBIL 178 rans scored and 209 RBI, Blaka helped lead Valdosti 10
157 wins n his career,

i

Daryl ‘Boogie’ Johnson (athiete - 1990s)

Daryi *Boogie’ Jolnson {Wheeling Park High School. Class of 1992)
= W didn’tmatier the sport or season for this Patriol, he simply shined

While carning accolades in multiple sports, 11 was on the football field
where Johinson left his biggest impact

One of the best running zanics 10 ever suit up in the Ohio Valley,
lohnson rushed for mere than 4,100 career vards and 36 touchdowns
He saved his best for Tast. putting forth a higlly memorable campaign in
which he carried the ball 229 times for 2,062 vards and scored 3| touch-
fowns, During that senior season in 1991 Johmson had his biggest pames
wtinst the biggest opponents. Against Morgamown, Tohnson carried the balt 9 gimes fur 231
vards and four touchdowns i the first half alone

Following that season. accolades followed Johnson as he was named the recipient ol the
Sennedy Award. which poes to the top prep plaver m the Moumain State, as well as the
atorade Plaver of'the Year in the state. He was also naned fourth-team All-American. Alor 2
aith those, he was first-team All-State. AI-OVAC and All-Valiey:

Johnson was listed on the Al-OVAC wam in all three vears of his career.

In Februrary of 1992, Johnson signed a National Lenter of Intent 1o contmue his toothall
aareer at Oklaboma State University, e made an impact carly, aceumutating more than 600
-ards of offense as a freshman. but saw his campaign cut short due o 3 kiee mry As a
ophomaore. I had gained 300 vards, but ¢ collarbore ingury ended his season and his junior
ear was also cut short with another knee injurs

On 1op of his football prowess at Whecling Park, Johnson shined on the basebal? field
le had a career bagting average of better than 400, mcluding two all-OVAU seasons as a
aphomore and funior where he hu 4355 and 320, respectively

Carl Fodor (athiete - 19805)

Carl Fodor (Werr High School, Class of 1982) - Fodor was a prolitic
three-year starter at quarterback for the Red Riders: He sel the school
career passing record of 2090 yards (it lasted unut 2003) despite playing
on three Josing record teams and missig several games with injuries

As asenior, he was sidelined rom Wetr™s first three mames with a col-
larbone injury. In seven games. he passed for 1,213 vards. completing 74
of 163 passes with 8 TDs for a 1-9 record team, In theie win over Mount
View (27-12). he passed for 209 yards, then second-best it sehool histors
Fodor earmed second-team Class AAA all-

state honors as well as all-Valley and all-Mountaneer 1eague plaudits. He was
to play in the W, Va. North-Sowth All-Star Game in Charleston and quarterbacked t:
teeached by Dave Cisar) w an upset victors,

Fodor atso excelled on 1he diamend for the Red Riders |le was a three-vear reguli
fielder who helped Weir cim a state Class AAA state tournament berth with sect
regional titles including a [-0 upset Rewion | semi-final win over fohn Marshall ane
Hall of Fame pitcher Chris Jones. e camed honorable mention largest Class AAA:
plus all-Valley jall-glassy second team.

Fodor went onto a record-selting carcer as Marshall University’s quarterback. H
his Thundering Herd career holding viruwally every p ing record tn school anng
talenter quarterback completed 416-01-811 passes for 35 TDs. He established a §
Conference record with his 6,627 passing vards.

Fodor's passing exploits at Marshall eamed him the West Virginia Amateur Athlet
Year Award (now Fardman Award). e is one of only seven OV prep products wh
won the state's oldest award ongicated in 1933, The other six are already honoree
OVAC: Chuck Howles. Lee Patrone, Zach Amedro, Jokn tFuzzyy Fillicz, Harole
Daugherty and Kenny Gritlich,

Fodor signed @ [ree agent NFL contract with the St Louis Cardinals and was
prachice squad i E986 before signing CEL contract wath the Calgary Stampeders w
played awa seasons. e then plaved a season with Chicago m the Arena League bete
ing s career with one season in Wheeling with $Sicel Valtes Smash

Fodor was inducted into the W.¥a, Coaches Association Hall of Fame plus halls «
al Marshall and Weir,

Josh Watson (athiete - 19905)

Josh Watson ivagnola High School. Class of 1999) «- Regardiess if' it
was track or cross country, 1his former Blue Eagle zan _and he ran fast.

Watson is one of the most decorated distance runners 1 Ohio Valtes
history, achieving impeecable suceess in both sports.

In kis OVAC and West Visginia State Mect careers, Watson [inished
with 15 weld medats, including 14 individual 1itles - the mast in Ohio
Valley hisiory,

In cross country, Watson became the first Magnolia harrier o wen the
West Virginia Stae Championship, helping his team to the state team uile
as well. He also wan the regional ttle and finished second 1 the OVAC

Watson didn’t stop there. He won the regional and state championship as a juni
SCNH, [04).

Inthe spring. it dada 't matier the distance, Whether it was the 800, 1600 or 3200, Y
took s atl comers: 1Tis pnior season, he fimshed as the Bigh scorer in the Class A/A
with 32.5 points. Thase came via the state title w the 800, 1600 and 3200 and he an
the champion X806 1eani. |le won the T600 and 3200 a1 the OVAC and finished as 1
up in the 800,

As a sentor, Watson heiped guide 1he Blue Zagles 10 the West Virginia Class A'A.
team title thanks e svoring 32 more points, which includes repeats i all three of th
vidual distance events and a runner-up finesh in the 4x8. He was the OVAC champion
three indevidual races and set the OVAC 3A record at the time a1 115905,

Adier high sehool, Watson signed 0 compete i both sports at William & Mary He
Avideniie All-American honors m both sports and a Phi Bew Kappa,




REVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Leekycia Brown (arhtete - 2000s)

a Brown (Monroe Central High School, Class of 2005), This
led ace lettered in multiple spons during her time with the
. but it was in the sofiball pitching circle where she made her
\pact.

ed the Seminoles to the 2004 Division 11§ State Championship
g every inning of the 32-game season, In the siate title game.
heelersburg, Brown pitched a complete game, striking out four
ng two in a 1-0 victery.

that junior season, Brown finished with a .62 eamed run
ad an astounding 290 strikeouts. She pitched no fewer than 18 shutouts. She also
the plate.

aior, Brown puided the Seminoles to the regional championship game and batted
her career, she was a .354 hitter.

. during her prep career. Brown finished with a 91-16 record, 900 strikeouts and
Uks. She pitched nine no-hitters and five perfect games. Al the time of her gradua-
ield the Ohig record for consecutive innings pitched without allowing a walk at 76.
sly, plenty of accolades followed Brown. She was a first-team All-Ohio selection
ymore and junior, She earned second-team accolades as # freshman and honorable
s a senior. She was named AlMOVAC first team four times and was the Eastern
wl OVAC Plaver of the Year as a sophomore and junior.

p exploits earned a scholarship to Norfolk State University where she competed
»asons. As a freshman, she was named the team’s Rookie of the Year after leading
in hitting (.339) and ERA (2.68). As a junior, she was named 1o the conference’s
smic Team and finished 10-9 in the circle with a 3,07 ERA. She was named the
VP following the season.

«ith softball, Brown lettered in basketball for the Seminoles, earning all-OVAC

sy, sy M,
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Natalie Perzanowski (Athlete - 2000s)

Natalie Perzanowski (St. John Central High School Class of 2008)
Distance nmning -- whether it was rack or cross country -- was the way of
life for this former Lady Irish standout.

Perzanowski was a key cog in the Lady Irish track team’'s four-vear un off
dominance that saw them win two state championship, two state runner-up
trophics and four consecutive OVAC titles,

All told, she claimed seven state-level medals in track, including win-
ning the 1600 and 3200 meter run state titles in 2006. She also has a trio of
bronze medals in her collection along with a fifth and seventh in the 4x800
during 2008 and 2006, respectively.

At the OVAC Championship, Perzanowski finished with 14 conference titles, winning four
golds as a sophomore and senior.

After her sophomore season, she was named the Eastern District's Female Athlete of the Year

In cross country, Perzanowski qualified 1o the OHSAA State Meet four times and earned all-
Ohio in three of those appearances, Her best finish came in 2007 when she crossed the line in
third. She was fourth as a junior and eighth as a sophomore

She was twice {2003, 2006) the overall QVAC champion and in 2004 and 2007 won the
Class LAS2A title.

Perzanowski was named Eastern District Athlete of the Year for Division 11T in both 2005
and 2006.

Along with her exploits on the track and CC course, she was a three-time Academic All-Ohio
honoree in both spors.

While distance running was where she really made her presence felt she was also an impact
performer for the Lady Irish basketball program during her four vears. She scored 991 career
points, had 388 steals, passed out 306 assists and pulled down 297 rebounds.

She was three limes listed as first team All-Eastern District and AH-OVAC, while helping to
lead her team to three OVAC titles, She was second-team All-Ohio as a junior and was named
The Intelligencer Sophomore of the Year in 2006 and twice was District 12 Player of the Year
in 2006 and 2007.

After high school, Perzanowski went to the University of Toledo to continue her running
career.

WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OVAC
HALL OF FAME INDUCTION CLASS OF 2022

MAY YOUR EVENING BE AS PICTURE PERFECT
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% LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005

V. Everett Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Brinkman Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who plaved or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who plaved or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

V. Everett Brinkman (wWheeling High School. Class of 1923}

Once of only three | 3-letier winners in footbail, basketball . baseball and track at Wheeling High, he was an all-state foothall eid and scored 54 points in & basketh
as a freshman. He became o three-sport. nine-letter standout at W, Va Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley 1o carn his mark in coaching,

A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 192833 and Wheeling High from 1934-35 (0 a combined 405-193 re
Wheeling. his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips (o the fimals. The 1938 and [9350 1eams were uabeaten, Other state titles were won in 19
and 1943, The 40 and "43 wams lost bui once

Brinkman also coached football Tor 14 years — six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record uf 87-32-15 inchuding 40-9-4 at Union
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playolf era: 1928 and 1931 Union. both unbeaten, and a1t Whecling in 1934 and 1937, The “34
unbealen but twice tied.

He also was a top-flight football official for several vears and active in state coaches and officials” arganizations.

Brinkman earlier was clected to four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan. City of Wheeling. and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports.,

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (wellsville High School. Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention
major newspapers, Two books were written on his career.

The 6-9. 190-pounder plaved only one season at Wellsyille High afier sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 2
with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 34 and 50 points, Wellsville Jusi onky te 28-1 record state n
Steubenvitle and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver 1o Rio Grande College and played two seasons, [In 1952, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record
game werage. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Jumor Callege. In 1954, he averaged 46,5 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wing ov
Forest, Providence. Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium,

‘The NAIA Hall of Famers keft school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and wur with the Harlem Globetroters, He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro league
retiring in 1962,

and was profiled in numerous books. national magaz

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza (Mantins Ferry High School. Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record setting professional football placekicker, bul he was much more,

In high schoot. e was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was conter. and the state lournament’s leading scorer. on the 27-2 reco
team which won the 1941 state Chass A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 foothall team which claimed an Ohio co-championship afier a 14-14
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza. by the way, kicked only one ficld goal in high school,

He played football as a (reshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year carcer with the Cleveland Browns which ended i

When he retired. he was pro football’s all-time leading seorer with only one T and | 609 points. He boated 234 ficld goals, with a long of 33 vards
conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games, The FLou Groza Av ard is given anmzilly e callege tootball's top placekicker.

A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle. as well as kicker, he played in nine NFIL tithe games. with four titles. and played on four All-American Conference 1itle

T'he Pro Footbalt and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halk of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portiont of Route 7 is namied for him in Martir
Clarke Hinkle {Toronto High School. Class of 1926)

Tus versatile carly era football player keft such an impression on his alma maier that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the schoot ts named in hi

The 5-11. 193-pound athlete also keft an enduring imprint at Bucknett University. where he was inducted into the st Hall of Fame class. and in the National |
League. He was inducted. in 1964, in the second ¢lass of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and th
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans.

Al Bucknelt from 1929.31 _he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931, He then played in the Fasi-Wes
where he was selected the Most Qutstanding Player

From [932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatife players in the National Football [_eague. He was a fullback-linchacker puster-placekicl
was cited for his runming. blocking, receiving. kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was first or sccond team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time A-Pro. He was on the NFLAI-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994, One of the
practice fields s named in his honor,

When he retired. he was the leading rusher 13,860 vards on 1171 carries) in NFI. history and his totals now r
and averaged 40 8 vards punting.

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952)

This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of feflow honoree Bevo Francis but is best know n for foothall,

Al Big Red. he helped the 1952 basketball 1eam o a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runaer-up fintsh. En route. Big Red hamded the Francis-led Wa
team 1ts only two losses,

In footbatl, the All-Ohro fmeman selected the University of lowa over Ohic State and went on to Al Big Ten Conference horors three tmes. He made 22 All-A
teams at guard. including a record 15 in 1954, As team captain, he carned the Outland Frophy given & the nation’s top interior lineman and became one of o
consensus All-America picks at Towa. where he plaved both offense and defense

A menber of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundaton Halls of Fame. he was inducted into the first lowa Hall of Fame class and 1s & member
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Towa. ane of only twa at the school,

He was the first Alfican-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Hlusisited

ik sixth in Packer hustory. He scored 379 carce
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Bernie Russ Carl Bernie Jule
Allen . Craft Hamill Mehen Rivlin

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athietes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

‘nie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

letter winner in three sponts for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 foatball team: a regutar basketball player on team which upset
1 Steubenville in the sectional tournament: and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football
annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

irdue University, he earned six letters as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball.

camed National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue’s Qutstanding
Athlete for 1960-61.
1 signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota ‘Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charlone. N.C.. he wenton to a [2-year major
career from 1962-73 with the Twins. Washington Senators. New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1962 he was runner-up 10 the Yankees™ Tom Tresh for the
an League Rookie of the Year honors, He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, NY.
been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of
4e’s also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

ss Cr aft {Wellsburg High School. Class of 1939)

as a three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back.

. played football . baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and eamed second team All-Southeastern
znce honors.

ted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League . he played eight seasons {1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the
s¢ Eagles’ Team. He played on Eagles’ teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished sccond in 1947, He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and
ic is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point Kicks
* game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950,

t is credited as the first player in the NFL. to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951, He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the
s. [n 1995, he was included in the NFL Films’ presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retumn.
ss reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

t is inducted into the W, Va. Spors Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

rl Hamill (Linsly School. Class of 1922)

endary athlete and high schoal coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-spont standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player. he also scored
zard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump. low-scoring era.

1 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His footbatl teams scheduled top-notch programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 1£1-10
5. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state tities were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
¢ first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a stae title trifecta. Later that school year. he coached the 1950 baseball team
acond state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketbail team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High. which went on to
: championship, He was selected West Virginia “Coach of the Year™ for high school and college all sports.

1sketball, he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths, Weir was runner-up in 1942,

ill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sponts. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio
Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a

ywn mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor.

rnie Mehern (Wheeling High School. Class of 1938)
Trst Ohio Valley athlete 1o be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years. he led the Wildcats to W, Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0

in 1938.

ng those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everewt Brinkman. Mehen scored 1.193 points in 84 career
with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era.

ster earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee. where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastem Conference
ionship. After serving in World War 11, where he was wounded. he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.

vas inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992.

le Rivlin (triadelphia High School. Class of 1935)
as an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track

shere he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit.

Aarshall College. he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors
setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two
merica Conference titles.

layed professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52.

)47, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Toumnament in Chicago which featured the nation’s best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters.

vas 2 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and ts a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshatl and Upper Ohio

Dapper Dan.
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Rudy Mike Les Charles ‘Doc¢’ Jim ‘Mon|
Baric Basrak Carney Hartwig Moscrip

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Vallev
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Rudy Baric (Benwood Union High School. Class of 1938)

He was a first team All-W.Va, basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the
finals. As a junior. he hetped the {fronmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2,

Al West Virginia University. the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a | 6-d regular season record. the Mountaineers wer
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island L., 52-49_ in the first round. WV then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and ¥
Kentucky, 47-45. before 17000 fans in the finals. The team’s only 6-footer was the team’s leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record.

I 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Baric served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then wen
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. .. where his teams won mare than 300 games.

A member of the Ali-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WYU Hall of Fame class and js 1 W. Va. Sports HOF inductee.

Mike Basrak (Betiire High School. Class of 1931)

The 6-3. 210-pound footbali center started 22 games in his Big Reds’ career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becom
first cotlege All-America player from Beilaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected AlL-A
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pi
banner above the front entrance to the City Building.

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirate
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak, Weirton's Bob Gain. inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, ai
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Camey (Wintersville High School. Class of 1952)

A 10-letter winner in four sports — football. basketball. baseball and track — for the Warriors. the football running back played in only one losing
in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however. didn 't Jomn the OVAC until [933 after Carney accepted a scholarship to Ohio Unis

As a sophomore OU running back., he earned honorable mention Al-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before beng called 1o m
service

After returning. he led the Bobeats” track team to the 1958 and 1939 MAC titles while earning NCAA All- America honors as a senior, He held the
220-yard dash record of 20,8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years, He als
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time. he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Carney was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a Job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAL
meets. He earned a spot on the LS, team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters.

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter
he earned a sdver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of biady. who set an Olympic record of 20.3 seconds. Camey's ime ¢
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (emwood Union High School, Class of 1930)

An Ali-Valley and All-West Virgmia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recagnition at the Liniversity of Pittsburgh. He play
Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbeaten season of 8.0 in 1928, At Pitt. he was selected team ci
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl. and earmed Ali-America honors in 1934 after comting back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophemore s
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three year letterman played on Panther teams with 2 combimed 24-3-2 record.

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with feltow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan™s Gerald Ford, a future LS. president.

Hartwig became 4 national hero when he was pictorially featured on 2 Wheaties cereal box. the only Chio Valley athlete so honored.

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department,

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering iilness and Benwood Union named its football field. Hartwig Field. after the school's only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ MOSC!’IP (Adena High School. Class of 1931)

He earned 10) letiers in three sports — football, basketball and baseball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coact
Thomas. He led the 1930 football team 1o a 9-[-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284. 19, He also the MVP of the county basketbal! tourna

After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg. Pa.. the 6-foot, 186 pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the t
"Vow Boys™ team — so named for vowing not 1o lose to Southern California during their career, Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and d
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won 1wice and Mo
a two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also plaved in the East-West Shrine Game.

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NEL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions.

A member of the All-Time Stanford team. he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of |
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valiley
prior 1o the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

tie Bell {East Liverpool High School. Class of 1953).

as a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history.

60-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the international News Service
e 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll.

sotters defeated Cleveland West., Steubenville. New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen. Alliance. Martins Ferry. Salem. Ashtabula and Wellsville and
ndusky. 13-13.

sing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson. a future star at Purdue University and
15as City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season.

ilso blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career.

ductes into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame. Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohic North-South game,

i Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

as a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which
ed to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division.

938 team. coached by Floyd Baker. defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
3. under coach Stan Plummer. the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
5.

»all was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros. however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high schoot and
for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons. he worked out for
:ks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

graduation. he started his pro career with Greensburg. Pa.. in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed. as a first baseman and outfielder,
0. N.D.. and Charleston. W.Va.. before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. before being
up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons. plus minor league stops. from 1948-56

retiring from baseball.

wrge ‘Puck’ Burgwin (steubenville High School. Class of 1933).

endary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state
tition from 1929-32.

as the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
he rushed for 2.126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

areer totals of 541 points and 5.614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

»-way foatball player and kicker. he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s.
layed one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
per Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halt of Fame.

win died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951.

wny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937).

-as a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only. OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended 2
-best 222 season. under coach Reed Clark. in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

arolled at Alderson-Broaddus College. where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
of 1596 points set by national Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring .941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
o seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season.

41, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed
tional All-Star game in Chicago.

\derson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium. he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team.
“callege. the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

m Keane (Linsly Military Institute. Class of 1941).
Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track. golf. tennis and boxing. He eamed All-Valley honors in football and
:d a football scholarship to the University of [owa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago.
‘aot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League —
it six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. [n his rookie season. the Bears defeated the New York Giants. 24-14 in the NFL champi-
game.
s second season. he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.
ieven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3.222 yards and 24 touchdowns.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who plaved or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who plaved or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School. Class of 1938)

He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University.

As a senior in high school. he led Toronto o a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten «
The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals. the farthest in school history. before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgey

The 6-foot-1. [90-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 23-point average. Toronlo averaged 53
a game.

In & 82-31 rout of Midland. Pa.. Kinkade scored a school record 32 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Vailey
at the time and lasted as a schowl record for 30 years.

A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and two-way regular as a running back-tinebacker on
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Gret
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football.

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1940)

He was a three-sport. three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senic
back while serving as team captain in two sports.

After a year in prep schooi. he played football twa years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an &-1-1
team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve. he earned Al-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michig:
| also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines” football team. he was drafted by the NFL's Cle:
Rams. but opted to retum to the University of Wisconsin, He earned his third All-Bigz Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Sta
against the Chicago Bears.

After college, he played three seasons in Chicage in the All-American Football Conterence and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears,

In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis.

Charley Seabrlght {Benwood Lnion High School. Class of 1937

He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at ald Beawood Union High. earning All-West Virginia ane-class honors in fc
and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior. he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 baskelball record and sectional and regional title
a state tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling.

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and 1s ong of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketbail and ba:
A three-year starter as blocking back, singie-wing quarterback and linebacker. he afso batted .300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played
in basketball,

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVL Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, h
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.,

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war. he played five seasons [ 1936-301 as «
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-finebacker with the Pittsbursh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s, He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades. he died in 1981,

Nick Skorich (Beliaire High School. Class of 1939}

He was a three-sport Big Reds™ athlete tn football. basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three
which won titles in the OVAA. the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9°1. 8-2 and 9-1

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and eamed honurs on the All-Chio college selec

Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard f
Steelers before turning to coaching — first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steclers. Green Bay and Philadelphia before bee
Eagles” head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns™ staff and became the Brawns: head coach from 1971-74 After le

Cleveland. he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004,

Moffat Storer The Linsly Schoul. Class of 1939

He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football. basketball and track where he set the tongest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard

An All-Valley tullback. he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomuore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish
1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet. the most prestigious meet in the area at the tme. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on th
record books for four decades and was the best-gver in West Virginia until 1972,

He continued his tootball and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. |
played in Durham. N.C.. the only time outside Pasadena, Calif.. because of World War 11 in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils” track tear
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays,

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation. served in the armed forces.

He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn.. for several years, and is deceused.




LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2010 ‘”@X

K

T

i)

o

Floyd Carl Dick Will Jack
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athietes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

'yd Baker — the graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys™ basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45.

11 Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20 5.27-4 and 23-3,
3aker). five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker). reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
. team that inctuded OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56.

r then moved over to rival Martins Ferry. where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the
ate tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad.

arted the Purple Riders’ golden era in basketbail, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional tities. six by Baker-coached teams.

inal six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45. his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of
Lou Groza. and followed by records of 22-3.24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 1eam (26-1). led by Hall of
Alex Groza. won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

r's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He

Ty for a job in Richmend. Ind.

rl H oppel {Beaver Local High School. Class of 1962), The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel. a famous wrestling family known
tout Ohio. he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959, Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last
sonds of his semifinal match as a sophomore. where he placed third, he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
r and senior 10 become a three-time champion.

iel. who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-toss record and three state champi-
5. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top |5 “Greatest Chio High School Wrestlers.”

0 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions
¢ by the youngest son. Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High.

Hoppel. a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises. Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric.

:k Mehen {Wheeling High School. Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became
1 two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class. first team all-state basketbail honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state
Lin 1940 when the Wildeats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a
:nce forerunner of the OVAC,

138. when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman. an OVAC
Is charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter.

senior. Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley. and probably the state of West Virginia. and ended his prep cateer with more than [.300
a high total for that era.

joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and eamed two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team Afl-America. He
ayed five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by “Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend. Jule Rivlin.

Il Robinson (Stubenville High School. Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red leterman in footbali. basketball. bascball and track. he was the
warterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten. untied and unscored-upon and also featured GVAC Legend George (Puck]
in. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback.

+as also a fine golfer. placing second in the Ohio state tournament.

‘est Virginia State. Robinson captained three teams in three sports. won 12 varsity letters. and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.
ecame a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes
; Tech and Pershing High School.

370. he became the first black 1o become head basketball coach at a major university — Hlinois State — where he coached Olympian and NBA player
“ollins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons” staff as a scout.

also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State. lllinois State. Michigan Sports Hall. and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died. at
. in 2008.

*k Simons (New Cumberland High Schoal, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919,
ed 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year. four-sport {football. basketball. baseball. track) performer at the school
was merged, along with Chester and Newell. into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete. in 1919, to earn first
{1-state football honors.

lest Virginia University. he was a four-year starter {1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as lincbacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 eam.
ly unbeaten team in school history. He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team.

124, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program at old St.
s High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WV U Sports Hall of Fame and the W.
ite Sports Hall of Fame. He died. at age 96.in 1997 in Morgantown. where he operated an insurance agency.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio V.
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after thar date but befor
their school became a member of the conference.

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School. Class of 1972). In high school. he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scenc while
school 1.600- and 3.200-meter school records which remain on the books.

He beeame the first sub-mine minute 3.200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:581 and his 4:20 time in the [.600 remains on the school record
As a junior. he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run

As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He carned All-America status by
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field Natonal Meet in Baton Rouge. La

Reeruted by the University of Tennessee. he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons. four Southeastern Conference titles and
NCAA title. In track. his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He comributed 10 11 SEC titles in four cross ¢
and triack seasons while carmng All-SEC honors,

Charles “Punque” Cartledge (Sicuhcnville High School. Class of 1912), The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches
Fame and the initial honoree n the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Habl of Fame. he put Big Red football on the arca and Ohio maps with a -
record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40,

His 1eams outscored focs by 3.772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst foss ever, 68-0. in 1931, That tean was led by OVAC Hall o
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Wiil Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top tcam irom around Ohio and +
Pennsylvania,

In a pre-playofl cra. his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930. 1931, 19335). He coachec
| unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads.

From 1922-26. Big Red was unbealen in 45 games against high school icams. with a lone defcat in 1924 10 the Carnegic College freshmet
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons. they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts.

He alse coached Big Red basketbail o a 181-139 record tom 1919-39 and also coached 1he tennis weant.

As a high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red foothall, baskethall and baschall teams and was a lootball yuarterback. He died in |

Jim Jordan (Chesicr High School. Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3. 195-pound basketball center. he was selected captain of the 1943 on
West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record, Two of the losses. including the regional tournament, were 1o 26-1 recor
champion Wheeling High.

In five years of college play. Jordan cempeted for four conierence championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St
{Md.} College. he was the feading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference.

He earolled at the University ol North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and carned second 1eam and first team All-America honors
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Okizhoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choiee 1
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring, Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends. his jersey No. 8 hangs from the
of the Dean Smith Center.

Jordan finished his college carcer with 1wo season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title tecam and th
NCAA championship squad ted by tellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American. Alex Groza ol Martins Ferry, Both Groza and Jordan wei
selecied to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 tcam by The Imelligencer.

Jordan. who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years.

Casimir Myslinski (Sicubenville High School. Class of 1941). In high school. he was a football running back and captain of the 19-
Red team. the finat one for (cllow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge.

He eniered West Point in the last pre-World War [T class and under the stepped-up wartime program. he graduated in three years with a |
cnginecring.

He served as captain of the 1943 Army team and carned the Most Valuable Player award while being named 1o every first team All-America
tion as a f-fool, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation’s outstanding hinenwn in [943.

Alter graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned (o West Paint in administration in 1952, In 1956. he became head
Physical Education Departinent at the Air Forve Academy and (rom 1968-82. he served as Athletic Director i the University of Pitlsburgh,

He was selected Upper Ohio Vatley Dapper Dan Man ol the Year in 1977,

Mystinski died in 1993,

Norman “Wild Man” Willey (Pinc Grove High School. Class of 1945), He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old si
lootball teams at the smaller enrolliment schools.

The 6-foot-2. 225-pound athlcte played foothall, basketball and bascball for the Tornados.

Alter high school. he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and bricily attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College. wh
played football and basketbadl.

A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles. where he played eight seasons fron
37. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member. along with Regaic White. as a defensive end on the Ali-Time Eagles” honor rol

Willey is credited as the reasen the NFL started charting defensive sacks alter it was reported he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks
New York Gianis” quarierback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952, He earned the nickname “Wild Man® from his pass rushing resulting in oppc
vardage losses,

An inductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State Sporis Halls of Fame. he was honored in Pine Grove with a “Normtan Willey Day™ o1
15. 2006. Signs proclaiiming “Home of Wild Man Willey™ were erected at the entrance to the town as welb as at Valley High School
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

y Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the star
most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th
ns started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Carna the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 19836 team wen
en with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. | in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Carna as an All-American selection.

;as a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohic state crowns —the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as
His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set 2 national meet record in th
meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985.

a earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten am
nerica honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st is
lual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey.

George (Smithfield Hi%h School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th
11-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal
ut. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-game win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-45
ing unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin;
sgular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Chio-West Virginia AH-Star Game.

isketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record —second best in school history — and the Jefferson County title.

cceé:ted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-vear letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl.
jeld product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. %]Ile opted to join the Air Force.

ter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in
history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points — second most
history at the time — as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He
74 points against New Athens —second best in Ohio Valley history at the time — and also had games o 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout
: Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws.

s-time All-Eastern Qhio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services.
‘our-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a eﬁnont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two

3.
211, who also played on the Orioles’ six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services.
ined to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990.

‘e Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The é-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scoring his last two seasons with

»s of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12

ds a game as a senior.

o-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Chio as a senior and second team as a junior. His

yall jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team
Intelligencer newspaper.

ee-sport, 11-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the “Small Schools™ with 51 receptions for 766 yards.

¢, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper.

» accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-

J Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior.

:sides in Manhattan Beach, Calif.

Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the
sotball team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) in schocl historf(. Playin]f for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he
in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valiey “Small
*team. He also started for West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National
nerican High School Team honors.
sketball, he led the Tigers 10 a 22-2 record as a senior, the school’s best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He
same high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament
arsville.
seball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship.
1ited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and
He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was fea in Sports llustrated for a m}a{jlor role
lue’s upset of No. 1 ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entited “The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History.”
s played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game.
eclined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who plaved or coached in the Ohio V.
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but befo)
their school became a member of the conference.

John ‘Zip’ Behen (Cambridge High School. Class of [918). The former Bobeat was one of the first 1.000-poins scorers in Ohic. and Ohio Vable:
history. He finished bis four-year high school career with 1,271 points, which still ranks [Hih on the atl-time Boheat scoring charts,

In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield, The mark remains as the Bobcats' sing
school record and was the standard for Ohio Valey schools until Yorkville's Ken Alesst. a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame. broke the record
points in 949 versus Shadyside,

Behen wound up with 454 paints as a senior while leading the Bobeats 1o a seeond straight 18-2 record,

As @ junior, he scored 386 points, His sophomore total for a 10-10 record weam was 302 points. He started his career as a freshman with 129 potnts la
record squad. During his four-year carcer. the Bobeats posted a combined 62-16 record.

Behen played one scason at West Virginia University, lettering as a freshman forwarnd and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average,

In 20057, Cambridge High School retired Behen's jersey number {8,

Ken Cmmmgham (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1961). A three-sport Potter attilete. he earned All-Ohio honors in basketball and Toot
was the Ohio High School Baskethall Player of the Year sclection for (96061 by The Associated Press, the only Pouter ever accorded the honor, He a
selected o the Scholastic Coach AD-Americin wan.
During his prep career, Cunningham became the Potters™ all-time leading scorer in basketball. including a school-record 41 points 1n a game while scot
season points for a 24-point per game average. He also led the Potters in scoring as a sophomore and junior,
In foothall. he was a quarterback-defensive back and camed All-Ohio and ieam Most Valuable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-
Ohio and All-County selections. He also played three baseball seasons for the Potiers.
He accepted a basketball schotarship o the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 when b
freshman. As a sophomore on the varsity. Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Lovola-Chicago.

Curningham led the Bearcats in assists as a junior and the three-year letterman was eleeted (ean capldin as a senior.

He later returned (o Cincinnati as an assistant ¢oach and was head coach at Akron University Tor three seasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He o
resides in Stow. Ohio.

Russell “Tuss’ Edwards (Manins Ferry High School, Class of 1923). He was an honored. record-setting Purple Rider athlete who served
captain of football. basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All-Valley halfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior se¢
set record which was listed as an Ohio Valley record for several vears, He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks inan 81-0 b
ot Coshocion

Edwards enrollod a1 Washington & Jefferson College. then a “major colleee™ Toothall power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Tr
named. He played his finai three years as a regular end Tor coaches Allic Miller and Andy Kerr, As g senion he was All-East and earned some second te.
America honors,

Alter rejecting an pffer to play pro fomtball with the Philadelphia Yellow JTackets. he retarned 10 the Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena, Warwe
Linsly. At Adena. his 1927 football team went 10-0. the girls™ basketball team was 18-0 and the boys™ hoop eam had a winning season. He coached OVAC L
honoree Jim (Monk) Moserip. a Stanford University All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, a1 Adena. His 1930 Linsty boys™ basketball wam ook
record 10 Chicago to compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won 1wo games before howing in the quarteriinls,

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Bascbail League in 19560 and served as president from 1933-68, He was named Wheeling Javeees™ Citizen of the
1956, In 1984, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valtey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame,

Bob Hugh iScio High School. Class of 1950). The most honored wihleee in Scio High history. he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring
which remain six decades later, He was the second Eastern Ohio athlete w twice earn {irst teant, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the 1
one year cartier by OVAC charter Hall of Famer Ken Alesst of Yorkville), He was the second-lealing Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior vears. He
744 points in 30 games as a junion. second best in Ohio (o Alessi, Hugh scored L3K6 points in 55 games for an average of 25 points during his last two seasc

The G-fom-3 forward scored a schooi, and current Harrison County. record 60 points in a 96-30 win over New Athens. He also scored 30 in an cardie
rout of New Athens,

In his senior season. he led the Panthers to their best-cver season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games. and the Harrison County and sectional tournaments.
bowing o Strasburg in the district, In his four seasons on the varsity. Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1. 26-4 and o regional wurney berth, 22-3 and |

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football cam which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947, The four-year record was 26-5-1,

He played freshman basketball st Ohio University.

Joel Jones (weiron Dunbar High School. Class of 1934). The first graduate of a segregated high school 10 be honored hy the OVAC, he was a three:
football standout for the Raiders belore competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member of a nationally-ranked Michigan State University team,

At Dunbar, the 6-foot- 1. 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1933 teams which d
the other Ohio Valley segregated school. Lincoln of Wheeling. swice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the eam's leading scerer and ground-gainer his fast two
and was & multiple-year all-star,

Inan era when many college athletic weams were segregated. his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State, Indiana and West Yirginta State, then an
contender in the black college ranks. He enrolled on his own ar Michigan State and walked on 1o the foothall wam. In his four seasons at the school. the S
played in two Rose Bow! gamues including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan, 1. 1936 with Jones at defensive end. He letiered 1wo scasoms and played gu:
tackle in the fall off 1956 when he ecamed some all-star recognition,

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup.

Alter college, he remained in Michivan. where he currently resides. as a high school educator and was a counselor ai Henry Ford High School in Detro
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egends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
grior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

'r Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal era, this Potter shooting whiz also noted
nssing finesse was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring.

lied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump after
vl and scoring totals. both for individuals and teams, generally increased with the faster, uninterrupted play.

pralof low scoring games, the four-year Potter performer set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three times dur-
inal season.

s recognized on local all-star teams, but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939,

2y, who was among the charter inductees into the East Liverpool High School Sports Hall of Fame, is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the
. finest high school cager. He retired to Peoria, Ariz., and is deceased.

tie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982). A 10-time, three-sport All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree regarded as
all-round female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by caming second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors.

enior, she led the Redskins (o an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the floor. As a junior. she had
f 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of
ium construction problems, Her career totals were 1,254 points and 85P50 rebounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honors.

so was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball.

r-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding (14.2) as a senior and
irst team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-captain, she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points
chool record 1,161 rebounds.

‘inningest coach in Ouerbein College history, she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville.

1 Tonkovich (Benwood Unien High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Ironman scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic
tion {OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia atl-state selection before camning college and professional fame. The OVAA
predecessor to the QVAC.

nigh school, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944, He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu-
1948 with a school career record of 1,578 points. He was captairt as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the
. only national championship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He carned first team Little All-America honors as a junior
snd team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-page photo in the Marshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into
shall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in the NAIA Hall of Fame..

zame the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. 1 in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him
. He played ithe 1949 season before returning to the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from
! in the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. He then served as basKetball coach from 1952-54 at 5t. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided
1 1o a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006.

Wood (Magnolia High School. Class of 1932). This triple-threat football player is the only Blue Eagle athlete selected as captain of the All-West
_one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948. This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given to the
wyer of the Year.
lﬁed quarterback, running back, defensive back, drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from

ack as a sophomere and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles 10 a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the
/as 14-6 to overall state champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood to its All-Opponent Team.

also was a two-year basketball team captain and a standout tennis player in surmmer tournaments.
zepted a football scholarship 1o the University of Pittsburgh, then a na[ionalépower which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He played three seasons,
at defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Piu upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame. 26-0 as Wood broke the game
th a long interception return. He also played in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Washington, 21-0.
graduation, he turned to college coaching/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown, Conn.
head basketball coach from 1947-68 and also coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970,

‘pung (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). He was a three-sport standout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry

hich won, or shared, two Ohio state championships in 1941.
is the only sophomore starter on the Lou Groza-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team

largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named Ali-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferty to a 10-0 regular season football
wnd an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied. 14-14. In regular season. Ferry outscored 10 foes by 333-19
1g a 54-6 rout of Steubenville.
re four-year Rider football letterman and three-year basketball starter on teams with records of 27-2, 22-3 and 24-1. he was team captain in both
As a senjor on the 24-1 record state semifinalist—the first unbeaten regular season team in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring
ote Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Famer and later college All-America and Olympic star.

2. Young became the first Rider 10 wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the ieam’s top player. He also played baseball.
graduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning to enroll at West Liberty State. He starred on three tcams which lost only one game, He
ittle All-America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference

Stal offense record until the 1970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who plaved or coached in the Ohio
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who plaved or coached after that date but befo
their school became a member of the conference.

Cathty Clark Rorich iFort Frye High School, Class of [986). She is the all-tme fead-

scored 1.598 points during a consisient career with 180, -, 479 and 4935 points in
cach of her seasons. She also chaned 430 career rebounds and 265 carcer assists

After caming All-Ohio Division [H mention as a junior. she was tabbed tirst 1cam
AllOiio as a senior and was District 12 D=1 Player of the Year, She was a three-time
All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree and twice first team All-Eastern District and
District 12

After her senior year. she played in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Garne and
the Distrier 12 AR-Star Gamwe,

The Lady Cadets were 69-32 10 her four seasons with four section titles anxl (wo
Pioncer Valley Conlerence crowns

As good as she was in high school. she may have been better m college.

At Marieta College. she not only set the school scoring record but alsoe the all-tie
Ohio Athletic Conference standard of 2,311 points,

The four-time first team Al-OAC honoree was selected a first team NCAA Division
HEA-American as a senior and was the OAC Player of the Year her linal two seasons
while serving as Pioneer team captain,

Alter her senieor season. she was accorded the OACs highest honor. the Clyde Lamb
Schobarship. and the Marietta College Beuy Cleland Award,

She ceurently holds six Marienta Cotlege records. Besides the career point mark, she
set standards Tor game scoring (42). scason scoring (636), carcer goals (939). career
goal atiempts (1.918). free throws made in a game {18), seasoi assists {2090} and carcer
assists (5010
She has been inducted into three Hails of Fame — Marietta College, Mid-Ohio
Valley Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Halk.

Huitchinson (Junior) Hart (frondale High School. Class of 1944), The 3-foo-8.
160-pounder was a two-sport prep standoul in baskeball and foothall for this tiny
school in northern Jefferson County.

As  senior, e camed first am, five-player All-Ohie Class B honors in basketball
when only two classes (Class A & B) were selected. The Class A first unit included
OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Groza of Martins Fenry,

Hani scored 3350 points s a senior including several 20-30 point games and also was
cited for his defensive play, A highlight was during the Jetterson County Tournament
when Trondale upset Yorkviile. the defending Ohie Class B champion. by 64-41 as
Hart nearly matched the entire Duetillite wam with a rare at-the-time 0 points on 16
gouls and cight free throws,

In football. Hart was a mercury-heeled ninning hack whese fore was speed.

Hart enrolled s Delaware State University where he competed in football, basketball
and track. In 1986, he was inducted ino e scheol's Athletic Hall of Fame,

After college. he served in the U.S. Navy and was a high school wacher/coach for
several years in Mound Bayou. Miss.. and then taught and coached in Dover. Delaware
at William Henry Comprehensive High School (the only black high school in 1he
county} and at Dover High School. He passed away at age 69 on May 21, 1995 w1 his
home in Felien, Delaware.

lrandale became part of the Stanton Local consolidation which is now pant of the
Edison schouols.

Brian Hesson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1993). He was a major cog in the
Redskins™ running dynasty of the 1980s and 1990s. helping Caldwell win Ohio state
cross country championships i 199 91 and 91, graduating one year before his
school joined the OVAC.

The distance ruaner captured three state titkes in cross country and five in rack —
two cach in the 3.200 meters and 1600 meters plus one as a member of a 3,200-meter
refay unit. Al wold. he was a 17-time AILOhion in the two sports,

After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet as a freshman, e won the tite
trifeeta with times of 13:35, 15:30 and 13:201n his final three vears,

A four-time Al-Ghioan in cross country. he was cited as 2 three-time prep All
American. He competed in the Foot Locker National Cross Country championships
three times, placing 13t 3rd and 8th. He also was a member of the 1994 Junior
National Team

ing carecr scorer at one of the area’s top roundball programs. The four-year perfonmer

Recruited 10 run cross country and track by the University of Alabama. b
a four-letterman i both idoor and outdoor track, He carned All-Sm
Conference honors three times and competed in three NCAA Track Chany

He scored in three events in the (9497 SEC Championship Meet — runnin
mn the 10K on Friday, 2 9:19 in the Sweeplechase on Saturday, and 14:30 7 »
Sunday. He was honored by the University of Alabama with the Carcer Act
Award in 1998,

Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coache
Fame and the Mid-Ohie Valley Sponts Hall ol Fame,

Lou Mot (Pine Grove High School. Class of 1956). The 5-foot-9 T
hasketball and bieseball performer 1s considered the schools best-gver pre
Afler 59 years, he still holds the Wetzel County career scoring record of 2,1
and the single seasen poing average mark of 33 0 points a game set in his se

His career point tetal broke the W VAL stine mark of L9536 points set fron
by the legendary “Hot Rod™ Hundley of Charteston and Mot became the {
point scorer in Mountain Stae history. Molcs total also betiered the Ohio Vi
dard of 2.077 points set by charter OVAC Hall of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorke
1947-49. His carcer 1otad curremly ranks 15th un the afl-time W.Va. chans
10 in Ghio Valley annats. Mot hebd the W.Va, career record until 1938 and
Vadley stundard until 1959,

Asa prep senior. he scored 693 points in 21 games. in his funior vear, he aver
points including i school-necord 31 points in 1 127-58 win over Wallace. The |
selastate standard which lasted two weeks before Wheeling outscored Weir, 1+
Madison Gym in a game which set @ then-nintonal record otal of 256 points.

Mott's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hall
Henry Josefezyk of Yorkvilke (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer
Cumberland (33.95) and was ahead of two OVAC Hall of Fanwrs — Lee B
Bullaire (32.9) and Ron ~Cy” Godfrey of Martins Ferry (3241 In W.Va., Mc
third behind the legendary Jerry West of East Bank (34,3) and Thayer,

As asenior, Motl was selected Cluss B (senaller of twar classes) [irst ieam
and also picked as the statle Plaver of 1he Year by the Sistersville-based
Iavitational Tournament,

Afer lus senior year. he was sefected 1o play on a combined W, Va-Ohic
tearn 1o play the Kentucky AlE-Strs. His eaminates included West and Josc

In basebail. he wis a four-year regular pitcherfshortstop and also plaved ¢
Legion baschall, He also competed in the Wiheeling Ouidoor Baskeibalt Lea

He camed a hasketball scholarship to Marshall and played three varsity sea:
a year on the freshiman 1eam,

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School. Class of [936), He was a
200-pound mulii-sport standout (foothall quarterback. basketball forward.
shortstop) wh is regarded as the school’s op multi-sport athlete,

He carned his most fanie in basketball as a senior when he scored 679 poi
games for a school-record 3395 averiige which ranked No. 2 in both the
Ohio Valley. The op OV mark was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Famer Hemry 1
of Yorkville and the Jeading W.Va, average was 34.3 by the legendary Jemy
East Bank.

Thayer scored 56, 58 and 53 points in three stright [ade-season wins over
Cameron and Follansbew St Anthony. That gave him a remarkable 167 poini;
games and 114 in back-to-back ouungs. He also had other games of 52, 44
41 twice.

In foothall. he played for WVaL in the annual W,V -Ohio All-Star game
recruited by West Virgima University as an invited-walk-on candidate.

ATWVLL he was one of two regular quarterhicks on a freshman eam whicl
five games. After his (reshnun year. he left school (o join the U.S. Anny an
armed service foothall belore being discharged in 1961

He signed w free agent contract for a iryout with the Cleveland Browns in
same year at OVAC charter Hall of Famer John Haviicek was in camp,

After Thayer was cut, he rewurned 1o the Ohio Valley and camed a roster
backup quarterback on the first Wheeling fronmen team which wem 9-4 and
1962 United Fooball League title in Thaver's only season on the ream
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egends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
srior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas a two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Chio Vailey athlete 1o earn
1io State letters in both football and basketball.
h school. he was a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played two
years of basketball for the Potters.
io State. he played tackle on three Buckeye teams (1928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning
ity letters.
zraduation, he served in the Navy before returning to OSU in 1933 to join the athletic and physical educations staffs. In 1946. he became Athletic
- and served until his retirement in 1971, During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive athietic programs in the Big 10 Conference and
1try. The school named a recreation and physical activity facility, Larkins Hall. in his honor,
 Marks Cormell (Jeweu-Scio High School, Class of 1994). The most honored female athlete in Lady Vikings' history, she earned 12 letters
sthall, track and volleyball.
ketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26.3, 23.8, 28.5 and 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks
1 Ohio Valley history behind charter OVAC Hall of Famer Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's.
career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists. 463 steals, 42% field goal and 74% free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals.
camed All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and third team as a freshman and sophomore. She was D-IV
er of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Eastern District and Distnict 5 selection and Player
layer of the Year as a junior and senior. She was a three-time first team All-Valley selection and a four-time All-Inter-Valley Conference choice.
k., she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division III high jump as a junior and placed fifth as a senior.
carned a basketball scholarship to Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and team co-captain as a senior. The 5-foot-9 forward/
zored 833 career points. including 16 against nationally No. 1 ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee.
wrently resides in Northfield, Ohto and teaches and coaches at Nordonia High School.
Martin (Tiffin Columbian High School, Class of 1971). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio
he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 to a dual record of 1,195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Ohio Class A state titles. In 1983, the
s finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later, Caldwell placed second, one point behind Dayton Christian,
Jest was yet to come.
i5. Martin guided the Redskins 1o a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school's second state title. The 1986 team, however. is regarded as the
. best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points to repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical
champion by Cross County Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Cama. an OVAC Legends’
and one of only five state harriers to win three individual crowns.
1 left Caldwell after the back-to-back Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins’ state title run
in a row through 1992,
1. who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East. also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg
ity. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997.
Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at
versity of Pittsburgh. He eamed one-class All-State in football {1925). as well as All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player. one-class All-
926 in basketball as he led the second Viking team into the state tournament. He also played baseball.
s high school, and later college honors, the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many
hat display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 serics by The Intelligencer, he was selected to the
ra guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on staff research and reader polling.
rolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football team after natonal Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly
d him a trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketbail to concentrate on football. In his three seasons. Pitt won 23,
r. had two ties and made two Rose Bow| trips after unbeaten regular seasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crowned national
»n by regular season polls.) Pitt. however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford and 47-14 10 USC.
enior, he eamed consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-1, 188-pound guard. The two-way standout, also cited for his defense. was labeled
erland as “the perfect guard™ and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. In 1958, he was selected to an All-Time Pitt team.
Zinaich {Weir High, Class of 1943}, The most honored player on the first OVAC team to claim an “official” W.Va. all-class football champion-
the pre-playoff era, the W.Va. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Famer Carl Hamill. the state champion
a 6-3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1} vs. in-state teams with close losses to Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohic and Clairton, Pa.
se-year regular fullback-finebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders’ lcading rusher as a junior and senior and eamed first
class | 1-player All-State as a senior.
military service. he enrolled at West Virginia University and became a rare team captain of two sports {football and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior.
red four years in football and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. 1. 1949 Sun Bowl with a 21-12 win
<as Western. After his senior season, he was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the ninth round as the 1 15th overall NFL pick but opted for
ation career, He also was a three-year letterman at shortstop on the WVL! baseball team.
WVL, he spent his entire teaching/coaching carcer in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and bascball coach at Adena High School from 1956-
best football team {1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship.
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George Harry
Cheroke Gilliam Diehl

Oliver

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Vi
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who plaved or coached after that date but befor
their school became a member of the conference.

George Cheroke (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940}, He was a football and wrestling standout for the Tigers, which produced the area’s first wrestlin
under coach Art Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the one-class Ohio heavyweigh title in 1940 after capturing the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As i SOp:
he placed third at 154 pounds.The Tigers placed second 1o Cleveland John Hay. 31-20. for 1940 team laurels after Sthadyside defemed John Hay in a dual meet ¢
Cheroke. nicknarmed Chictl also was a stellar 3-foot-9. 185-pound football guard. The three-vear griddder and two-time wam eaptain eamed All-Valley honors a
way standout. The Tigers went 9-1 and 7-2-1 during his final iwo seasons,

He carolled at Ghio State University (o compete in both fooball and wrestiing. Playing for coach Paul Brown on 6+ 1-1 record eam. the sophomore moved into
lineup in fifth game after a ammate's injury. He lefi OSL before 1942 season w serve in the Air Foree during World War 11

After his discharge in 1946, he again opted 1o play for Paul Brown, who was starting the Cleveland Browns in the first year of the All-American Conlerence, €
played i 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns. who deteated New York. 14-9 in the championship game. Afier one season, be re-enlisied in the Army Tor 3 20-vea
retiring in 1965 1o enter busaness in Catifornia. He passed away in 1986,

Harry Diehl (M1 Morris. Pu. High School. Class of 1952), When he jouned the Stanton High athletic program in 1960 as head husketball cosch and assistan
there was no track program. so he guided the 1961 and 1962 basketball teams 1o unbeaten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and 23-1 records,

In 1963, without a home track. he started the Stamon boys™ wrack program and competed in the Indian League at Mingo. Four vears later, the first all-weather
the Ohio Valley was imstalled at Stanton and the Indian League moved its meets from the Mingo cinder track 10 Stanton. Dichl's teams then reeled off 75 consecut
meel wins. reportedly an Ohio Valley record, from 1967-76 as Stanton ficlded vie of the anost dominant small school track programes in the ares, Other eams in th
League included Mingo. Jefferson Union, Toronto. Cadiz. Springfield, United Local and Beaver Local.

Stanton won multiple Ohio district titles. two Class A regional crowns and competed in state events. While no first places were recorded. sophomore sprin
Haught. who signed a University of Alabama football scholarship. posted the ste’s fastest 440-yard Class A time in 1970 hefore placing second ar the state meet
Hatl of Famer Blaine Rose also competed for Dichl, who ran track and cross country ar West Virginia U.

Stanton joined the OVAC in 1981 and Diehi’s teams wor Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the heln,

Dichl also served as an assistant foothall coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout.

Dichl received several awards before retiring in 1986, including the second Robert MeKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans ain 1976 and
Giftin Award Irom the OVAC in 1993,

He resides in Boynton Beach. Fla.

Frank Gilliam (Sicubenville High School. Class of 1952). He. and eharter OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones. led Big Red to its most successful foorball-be
ketbalt year (1951-52) in history. The court team is the winningest 28- 13 in Big Red history with an unbeaten regular season followed by cight posi-season wins i
largest Class A sectional. district and regional tournaments plus wins over Toledo Cenral Cathotic and Akron Norih i the state event, Big Red bowed 1o Made
03-53, in the finals, Gilliam was team caplain.

The 1951 Big Red foothal] tcam went 9-1, losing only to Massillon i 13-6) and reuting Canton McKintey (63-61 belore being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in t
AP state poll.

Gilliam, nicknamed Shag. was a two-wiy end who carned third team largest class Al-Ohio plus All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors He played in the Wy
All-Star Game,

He dettered three years in baskeiball and (wo each in football and baseball. The baseball fcam went 1623 his junior vear,

The University of lowa recruited Jones. Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the “Steubenville Trio™ by lowa media. Gilli
a three-year starter at end including a sophomore season when the Hawkeyes tied Notre Dame. 14«14, and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat out the 1935 seasor
broken leg and reterned in 1956 us Jowa went 9-1 to win the Big Ten title and a frst-ever rip o ihe Rose Bowl. beating Oregon Stute, 35-19, Gilliam was All-|
and second team All-American.

In 1989, for lowa's [00th foothall anniversary fete. fans selected Gilliam (and Jones) o an All-Time lowa team.

Gitliam was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packers, but opted 1o follow Jones 1o the Canadian Fooball League. He played three scasons at W
before becoming an assistant coach 11966-700 at Towa, He then joined the Minnesot Vikings for a 36-year career in seouting and personnel,

He resides in Windermere. Fla.

Tom Harp (Bamesville High Sehool. Class of 1943), A Shamrock foothall and hasketball standout and college athlete who later made his mark i the coaching

A four-year quarterback and fulfback in football. he was 4 three-year baskethall standout who helped the Shamrocks to won-lost records of 8-, 166 and 1
titkes in the East Ohio Athletic League, He was selected All-Conference his last two years,

He was recruited by Hail of Fame coach Sid Gillman to play football at Miami of Ohio and lettered as a freshman fullback hefore he was drafied nto military
lor two years with the Navy

Returning home in [948, e enrolled ar Muskingum College and played guarterback and fullhack on two Ohio Athletic Conference title teams in 1949-30.

After graduation. he wmed 1o coaching and became head coach at Carrollion High from 1951-33 with a 20-6-1 record, He begame one of over 100 caaches t
for the vacani Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed the job vacated by Beilliant native Chuck Mather, wiho compiled a 37-3 record before op
University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massitlon two years 1o 17-2-1 record and the stné No. 1 and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press

He then jotned the college ranks as backtield coach at Army before a 13-year stint (1961-77 5 as head coach at three colleges - Cornell, Duke and Indiana State. TI
Army team. [ed by Heisman Trephy winner Pete Dawkins, was ranked No. 3 in the nation.

Ed Oliver (East Liverpoal High School. Class of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Potier observers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was a st
honoree on hoth stdes of the ball as a three-year regular. The runner. passer. placekicker. punter. linchacker and defensive hack was a first team All-Ohio lineback
by The AP as a senior afier rating second team All-Ohio defensive back honors as a junior. The UPE selected hin a Birst eeain All-Ohie offensive back as 1 senior

The Potters went 9-0-1 in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oliver was the team leading rusher and scorer. The program only proaduced one previous nine-win season.

He was also the feading basketball weam scorer as a senior and Tetiered in basebal .

Awarded a foatball scholarship o the University of Miami (Fla. b he was a three-year leuerman st running back. As a senior on an 8-1-1 record team ranked 61t
nationitl AP Poll, he was second on the wam in rushing and scoring.

After graduation. he coached in the high school ranks. He is deceased.
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Mac Eddie Kim
Cara Harper Henderson Sterling Tullis

egends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
Jrior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

‘nic {Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School, Class of 1933). An All-Valley end, and four-year multi-sport performer. for the Big Reds. he earned three football
Maorth Carolina State and served as 1936 team captain as 2 senior. He was selected on an All-Time Wolfpack team. All-State, All-Conference. All-South and
¢ mention All-America. He was the first Wolfpack to be drafted — in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played iwo seasons
Pittsburgh Steelers.

irned to the Ohio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School to the Ohio Class B state championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center
0 and 13-0 tourney wins. From 1940-47. he coached the Steubenville Central football team to 2 combined 50-17-7 record including marks of 9-0-1. 8-0-1.

3-1. Also, during that period. he coached the Steubenville Pros team for three years.

8. he started a 12-vear college assistant coach stint including a year at Georgetown, five years (1949-53) at Mississippi State and six years (1954-59) at the

1y of Florida, He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players to those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside).
imed 10 the Ohio Valley in 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with the Wheeling Ironmen. which won a United
League title in 1963.

vho was inducied into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame. is deceased.

Halper (Caldwell High School, Class of 1986). A three-sport prep athlete who set shot put records in track and earned atl-state honors in football. As a

ackman. his school record shot put effort of 64-feet, 3-inches at the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for an area weightman for 23 years and ranks
\l-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 toss, he won two Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 53-2 1/4. He aiso was a

:us qualifier as a senior.

-z¢-lime Pioneer Vatley Conference shot put champion also won the Kiebler intemational Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics.

Jay selected him as Ohio Track Athlete of the Year for 1986.

ball. he was a four-year letterman/starter at running back and earned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team 10 two PYC champion-
two-time All-Eastern District pick. he was named Offensive Player of the Year as a senior when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell’s first-ever
yoff game. he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3,486 career rushing yards. Harper was also a three-year starter in basketball.

{ State recruit for track, he was a three-year letterman and a two-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6, 58-9) and an NCAA

rican as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. He ranks 4th ali-time in school indoor and 7th all-time in school outdeor shot put.

Henderson (Cambridge High School, Class of 1955}, One of the Bobeats' most honored fooiball players, the center-linebacker was a first team All-Ohio
as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobcat 1o be cited on an All- America team by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav-
niform No. 24 retired by the school.

ree-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree helped the Bohcats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1953. He also was a four-year basketball
1d All-COL honorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball,

foot-1, 205-pound athlete earned a schelarship to the University of lllinois where he was a three-year letterman at center-linebacker. Ina 20-13 upsct in 1956

ially-ranked No. | Michigan State, he had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Famer Ray Nitschke

llow linebacker.

erving armed services duty. he coached the [llinois freshman team for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Famer. Dick Butkus.
coached high school football for 25 years in [llinois. He passed away in 2016.

» Sterling (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1943). The 6-foot-1 forward competed at high levels on the high school. college and professional levels. He
rst team All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including
. district and regional titles before bawing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player, three years as a track long

i one year in football and baseball,

st Virginia University, he was a three-year starter on teams with 2 combined 48-20 record and was team captain as a senior. He scored 559 career points. He

irned 1o the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League.

o coached basketball from $5-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams went 88-14 after a 4-17 first year start. His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal

an the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won-lost marks of 17-2, 16-3. 19-3, 18-2 and 18-4.

Tullis (Jewen-Scio High School, Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Ohio Valley girl to break the 2.000-point career mark with 2.072 in 90

uring a four-year slanting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high of 33 vs. Indian Valley North. the fourth vailey player to

: 50-point mark. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and, as a senior. averaged 27.5 points, 7.5 rebounds, 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting

‘om the floor.

was a first team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first team All-Valley honoree - named co-captain as a senior. She averaged 25.1 as 2

il was a second team All-Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as a sophomore and gained third team All-Ohio honors. She also was a three-time choice as All-Eastern

and All-District 5.

Jent of Kent, she was a four-year letterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior team co-captain while earming All-Mid American Conference Tournament and

le mention All-MAC her final season. In 110 career games, she scored 940 poinis with 315 assists and 172 steals. She led her team in assists as a senior.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio V.
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but befor
their school became a member of the conference.

Ed Bartrug (Magnolia High School, Class of 1927} He was a two-spor (football and basketballl prep and college standout, Bartrug carned all-¢lass All-State ©
Valley honors as & Blue Eagle senior for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Willizmson i an all-class "unofficial™ state title game in Huntington. Williams:
14-13 on the ficld but incligible players were discovered fater and the result nullified. The 90 record wegular season am outscored nine foes 356-20 including seven s
He scored a school record nine touchdowns in one game and retumed @ pass mterception i record 98 yards against Warwood as a junior. As a senior, he was team caj
both tootball and hasketball.

Bartrug was a five-letter winner  footbail 131 and basketball (2] at West Virginia U, and also competed i baseball and track. A two-way back in football. he is reg
one of the best punters in school history. He had an 80-yard punt vs, Oregon State in 1927 and a 75-yard punt the following year. In 1928, he starred for the 8-2 rece
which beat rival Pitt for the first time in four years, 9-6. He landed a 47-yard pass to set up WVU's dnly TD in the win. He was selected 1o the 1930-39 era All-Time

After college. e was head foothall coach for 23 years at three southern W.Va. high schools — Mount Hope. S1. Albans and Charleston — with a coaching record
50-7. He also coached the South 1o 4 28-13 win in 1947 in the annual North-South Game. Alter retirement frons the educaton field in 1973, he became a high scha
and football official. He was one of 1) charter Magnolia Life Achievement honorees for student-athletes and is inducted into both the W. Va, Sports Hall of Fame an
Sperts Hall of Fame. He died in 1996,

Guido DeVicchis (Weir High School. Class of 1942). The 5-foot-8 sparkplug was one of the most celebrated Red Rider foothall-basketball athletes in the pre
era. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Carl Hamill, he earned all-class All-State in both sports as a junior and scnior as well as All Valley in football. 1
All-OV sport honors at the tme.

In basketball, he set a school career point record of 1169 paints in four seasons during a low-scoring cra. The mark lasted 22 years before broken by OVAC charter
Famee Ron (Fritz) Williams. He averaged 19 points o game as a senior when he was named to the cight-player. all-class All-State team as the Red Rigers linished W, ¥
A runner-up to Faimmont Senior (38-37). He was a repeat all-toumament selection, As a junior, the guard was picked on the second all-class All-State unit as the Ret
(21-4) won the regional itle before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A tourney and bawing 1o Huntington East.

In football, the running back was a second unit, all-class All-State honeree as a senior when he scored a Rider-best 17 TDs for 29-1 record team which lost only to M
(Ohio). 6-0. In a 32-0 blanking of Clairton, Pa.. he retumed a punt 95 yards (o score. He plaved on three Rider teams 193941 with records of 9-1, 7-2 and 92 cor
against a top-light tri-state schedule. He opted to play football at West Vieginia U and lettered on the (946 Mountaimeer team. He died in 1996,

tan Goletz (Bridgeport High School. Class of 19361, The 6-foot-3. 200-pound Bulldog was a two-sport standout who Jed his team into state toumaments in b
ketball and bascball, Nicknamed “Stash™ and “Lefty™, the southpaw was a four-year regular fiest baseman-pitcher in baseball angd the top player on the 27-4 record ba
team which advaneed 10 Ohio’s largest class tournament semifinals before bowing 1o eventual champion Newark after defemting Cleveland Holy Name and Bowling
for OVAC Hali of Fame Legend coach Flovd Baker.

After going 18-3 in regular season play in the old Ohio Valley Athletic Association — the predecessor to the OVAC — the Bulidogs went 9-1 in post-season play 1o ¢
the farthest in school history at the lime. He was team captain and camed All-State Toumament honors as a guard. Post-season vietims included Steubenville. East Lis
Shadyside, Toronto and Carrollion. Goletz also starred as a junior on a 20-3 record team,

In baseball, as a senfor, he pitched two no-hit. no-run games in one week during the Eastern Ohio regional tournament 1o advance to the state Jargest Class A eve
Bulldogs then defeated Toledo 1Libby, 5-4. in the fisst round before bowing. 5-4. 10 Columbus Aquinas in the semifinals.,

Afier high school. he enrolied at Ohio State and played four seasons of baseball while being scout by several pro wams in the pre-draft era. While in college, he pla
baschall as a pitcher during the summers. In 1938, he went 12-5 with Springfietd. 111.. and played for Cedar Rapids. lowa, in 1939, After college. in 1940, he played fi
pro teams — Charleston. W.Va.. Pine Bluff, Ark.. and Oklahoma City, Okla. Playing outfieldipitcher for Oklahoma City in 1941, he hit 300 in 59 games and was 1
a pitcher before being calied up by the Chicago White Sex. He played in five games as a pinch-hitter and had three hits in [ve at bats in the majors. A year later, he «
in the U.S. Army and upon release in 1943, he retured 1o minor league baseball as 2 pitcher. first baseman, outlielder and manager until the mid-1950s. He died in |

Charles ‘Hank’ Morus (McKeesport. Pa. High School. Class of 1939). He made his boys basketbail coaching mark at old Newport High (1953-68) before the
became part of the current Frontier (1968-81) High in New Matamoras. His first coaching job was in August. Mo. from 1950-55, Overall. his 31-year coaching re
409-247 with 11 league titles. seven sectional championships and a distriet crown in 1969, Afier Frontier joined the OVAC. he guided the Cougars (o Class AA titles
and 1981, He won league Coach of the Year honors six times: won District 12 honors in 1974 plus Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1969 and 1981 the year he ¢
in the OVAC Al-Star game, In 1994, he carned the Earl Habertield OVAC Baskethall Coaches Award,

Besides coaching boys basketball, he served as Athletie Director at Newport from 1960-67 and at Frontier from 1968-81 . In his {irst coaching job — girls basketbal
Missouri teams went 79-29. At Newport, he also coached the baseball team for 12 seasons with a 97-57 mark and four leigue. three sectional and one district titke. Tt
teamn advanced 1o the regional finals.

He graduated from Sulem (W.Va,) College where he was captain and co-captain of the basketball and baseball teams and selected as the Outstanding Senior Athlety

In 1999, he was inducted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Athletic Hall of Fame and the Frontier High Schoot Gymnasium was named tie Hank Morus Gymnasium and an
Hank Morus Athletic Scholarship was started lor senior male and female student-athletes, He also is inducted in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fa
the District 12 charter Basketball Coaches Hall, He died in F998.

Steve Swisher (Parkersburg South High School. Class of 19693, South’s first honoree was a three-sport Patriot all-stater during the first two years of the school wk
un 1o an honored college baseball career before playing nine scasons in the major leagues. He was a sophomore starter at football end Tor Parkersburg High befor
opened its doors and he became the sehool’s first major multi-sport athlew, He also was @ shortstop for a state championship Parkersburg Post |3 American Legion te

In two years al South. he was an all-class, all-state baseball shortstop. a second team all-stater as o baskethall forward: and an all-state mention as a football end. In t
sons of basketball., he scored 1.077 pomnts and converted all 20 free throws in one game with a high point outpul of 33 points, Bascball was his future. however, as he a
a scholarship to Ohio University. which advanced to the College World Series in bis feeshman season. That team featured Basehall Hall of Famer Mike Schmidt. Bobea
Bob Wren converted Swisher 1o catcher and e became a three-time All-Mid American Conference honoree and an Al-America selection as a senior.,

He became the Bobeats™ first Major League draft pick in the first round — and the first from West Virginia — as the 21st overall choice by the Chicago White Sox ii
I'raded to the crosstown Chicago Cubs. he competed for the National League team from 1974-77 belore playing with the St Louis Cardinals from 1978-80 and the Sar
Padres from 1981-82. He was the Cubs™ representative in the 1976 All-Star Game. Alfter his playing days. he became a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 19
2003 and major keague coach. He won three minor league championships in the Cleveland Indians and New York Mets' arganizations and was the Mets” bullpen coag
1994-96. He was a charter inductee into the Mid-Ohio Valley Spons Hall of Fame in 1998,
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sgends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
srior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

2de (Bethel Township High School, Class of 1958). As a junior, he led one of Ohio’s smallest high schools to the state Class A semifinals before bowing to

3.72. He was selected all-tournament. Playing for OVAC charter Hall of Fame coach Dick Potts, Bethel won county, sectional, district and regional titles en
t 272 record.

foot-4 center was even belter as a senior when Bethel went 22-2 and advanced to the district finals. He not only earned first team All-Ohio Class A by The

=d Press. but was named Class A Player of the Year. He also repeated as Ali-Eastertt Ohio while scoring 537 points in 24 games. He played in the first Ohio

suth All-Star game along with future Ohio State greats John Havlicek of Bridgeport and Jerry Lucas of Middletown.

=armed a scholarship to West Virginia University where his three-year carcer was limited by a knee injury as he eamed one letter and played in 43 games.

n served 23 years as a boys’ basketball coach in Ohio with a 325-175 record. He succeeded tis prep coach, Potts, at Skyvue where his 1964 team won 21

1ames before bowing in the district finals. After three seasons, he coached one year at Doylestown Chippewa before taking a coaching break for two vears.
1ed to Skyvue for four vears, where a 24-2 team advanced to the regional finals. He coached at Martins Ferry from 1973-78 and ended his career at Strashurg
ne-vear sting. Bethel became part of the Skyvue consolidation which later was in the Monroe Central consolidation.

died in 2010,

Bowen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942). He was a state honored two-sport Purple Rider athlete in basketball and tennis before becoming a

ir Ohio State basketball regular on nationally-ranked teams

ur-vear, two-sport standout was a junior starter on a 27-2 record 1941 Purple Rider team which won the Ohio Class A championship by tinishing with 17

vins. capturing sectional and district titles before winning four games in the state event capped by a 37-30 finals’ win over Lakewood.

ven's senior season, the Riders hiked the win streak to 33 games before bowing to Steubenville, which also ended a 22-3 record Rider season in the district

»nt. Bowen, nicknamed “Frosty”, was a second team All-Ohio Class A choice by The Associated Press while teammate Lou Groza earned third team honors.

started tennis as a prep sport in 1940 and Bowen excelled as he teamed as a senior with junior teammate Ken Kadar to win the area’s only Ohio state doubles

242, Ferry's team captured a district crown that vear.

1 enrolled at Ohio State and became a three-vear basketball starter in 1944 and 194647, The 1944 and 1946 teams won Big Ten Conference titles and played

ZAA national tournaments where the Buckeves placed fourth in 1944 and 3rd in 1946.

1 and Kadar were both inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016,

ell (Bus) LaRue (Wheeling High School, Class of 1926). He was a four-year Wildcat standout in football, basketbail and baseball that went on to eam

ters in two sports at West Virginia University.

tball, he was a do-it-all running back. passer and punier and two-year t¢am captain. In both his junior and senior seasons. he eamed first team All-Valley and
and twice selected captain. As a senior. he led the Wildcats to an 8-1-1 record and, with no state playofTs and no in-state losses, while outscoring foes by

‘he Wildeats claimed an “unofficial” state title. They defeated Parkersburg, Huntington, Fairmont Senior, Clarksburg Victory, Moundsville, Benwood Lnion

nolia.

«ctball, the Wildeats were state one-class runner-up to Huntington in his junior scason and he earned second team all-tournament honors. After the state event
annon, the team competed in the National Tournament in Chicago, which invited all state champions and runners-up.

rolled a1 West Virginia University where he played for coach Ira (Rat) Rodgers and lettered three seasons at fultback. The 1928 team went 8-2. He was also

«ar letterman as a third baseman on the bascball team.

zraduation, he returned to Wheeling as an Ohio County high school and junior high teacher and coach.

deccased.

vt Lilienthal (Cambridge High School, Class of 1953). He earned state honors in football and basketball for the Bobeats. A three-season football starter at

ick. he led the Bobeats as a senior to its first Central Ohio League championship. and No. 11 state Class A ranking, including a 20-14 win over third-ranked

le. 20-14. He was named second team All-Ohio and first team All-COL. He played for the South team in the annual Ohio North-South game opposite the first

-Ohio quarterback Len Dawson of Alliance - a future Purdue University and Kansas City Chiefs’ standout.

~year starter in basketball, he led the Bobcats, as a junior, to the Central Ohio League co-title and earned second team AH-COL. In his senior season, the
recorded the school’s first unbeaten regular season and went 23-0 before bowing in the district tounament. He repeated on the AH-COL second team and

2ted to third team All-Ohio Class A by United Press International.

rolled at Ohio State and was in the football program for three years. The 6-foot, 174-pounder was one of seven quarterbacks on the 10-0 record 1954 team

‘feated USC, 20-7 in the Rose Bow!] and was the national poll champion by the AP. The 1955 team went 7-2 and repeated as Big Ten Conference champion.

ambridge resident was inducted into the Cambridge Athletic Hall of Fame in 2018.

s Yura (Morgantown High School, Class of 1999). He was a state record-setting running back (102 career TDs, 50 as senior) who carned the Kennedy

5 state all-class Player of the Year as a junior before placing third as a senior behind the only first place tie in history between two other state record-setters

wse of Nitro {passing) and Quincy Wilson of Weir {rushing}. A two-time first team Class AAA all-stater, he earmed All-America mention from USA Today

Or.

-foot-11. 185-pounder led the state in scoring two straight years and rushed for more than 2,000 yards in both his junior and senior seasons to end with more

)0 career vards in three years.

t the Mohigans to a 12-2 record s a senior and state runner-up to a House-led Nitro in a memorable 69-52 “Super Six” shootout at Wheeling Island Stadium.

sed an ailing ankle and didn’t start the game, but was inserted to score hus record 50th season TD.

unior, Morgantown was unbeaten in regular season but was upset in the playoffs, Yura rushed for 2,017 yards and scored 37 TDs. He was a three-time All-

‘onference selection,

ited by several Division | colleges, he opted for Notre Dame L., where he was a four-year tetterman. mostly as a special teams plaver and backup fullback

7 Irish team went 9-3 and ranked |5th nationally. The 2002 team was 10-3 with a [7th national poll spot.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet:

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick
(accepling for the late George Kovalick),
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting
for the late Richard L. Poits), and Martha
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the Lite
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglasj, Alan Hornyak and Rayna
Williams {accepting for the late Ron ‘Frits’
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.
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OVAC Hall of Fan
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Cla:
2005 or their representatives include, f
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, [
Huff, Duke Strager iaccepting for the
George Strager), Bob Burton and |
*Corky’ Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Gr
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (accepting for the
Walter Heill, Mary Schuetz (accepting for
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherw
and Terry Snively. Third row, John ‘Fu
Filliez, L.ance Mehi, Dee Davis, Brian Swis
Courtney Redman (accepting for
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

VAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

1bers of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
or their representatives include, front
left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent-
*al Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D’Innocente
resenting Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
, Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep-
iting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob
1, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent-
Lee Patrone), Bob Hummetl and Harry
on. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
dy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
resenting Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner;
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Bo” McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008

Members of the OQVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2008 or their representatives include. front
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart),
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Biil
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick:
back row, Joseph Pettini {accepting for Joe
Pettini). Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept-
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie
Dailer.
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OVAC Hall of Far
Class of 2009

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame CI;
2069 or their representalives include,

row left to right, Richard “Dick™ 1
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene

Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second
Harold “Doc” Daugherty, Jim Hanna.
Jobko (accepting for the late BRill Jobko)
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third
Marty Coyne. Mike Dawson, Charlie Ke:
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Win:
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\ look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

’AC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

wers of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
ir their representatives include, front row
right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean
s (represeating Bill Davies), John
:nson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom
k (representing Chuck Watt), John
ky” Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing
3runey), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin,
Duck; third row, Phil Niekro {(represent-
e Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
a Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2011 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurnes, Ross
Gallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker),
Patty Dei {(accepting for the late Dick Dei) and
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin),
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller,
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay),
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrie (accepting for
T.J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle.
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OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Tom
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the
late Burdell *Jimmy™ Carey), Shawn
Donley (accepting for the late Charles
“Red” Donley), Gene Ammirante,
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec-
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for
the late Eugene “Eudie” Joseph), Art
| Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan
Abramowicz) and Amber Elison; third
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the

late Richard “Dick™ Kerwood), Doug |

Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr,
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell.

A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banque

OVAC Hall
of Fame
Class of 201

Members of the OVAC H
Fame Class of 2013 or theil
resentatives include, front
left to right, Tom Rataiczak
McCoy, Lori Figurski (acce
for the [ate Richard ‘Hoot’
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thoma.
cepting for the late Jim Tho
John Howell, Don Zinni
Harry ‘Moo’ Moore. Second
Fred Burda (accepting fo
late Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey), Ken
go, Ken Campanizzi (acce
for Jim Brown), Larry Ma
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Pc
Third row, Mark Emme
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bet
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stepl
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look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

VAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014

nbers of the OVAC Hall of Fame
of 2014 or their representa-
include, front row left to right,
Coles, Bill Brubaker, James
sanion, Jim Peotts (Cameron/
k), Dick Edge (accepting for the
Job Roe), Jack Prettyman and
s “Junior” Moore. Second row,
on Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike
1 and Chad Brinker. Third row,
» Drummeond, David Bertolino,
Hutchins (accepting for Karrie
hin) and Dan Stephens, Also
ted were Paul Rickards, Mike
m, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack.

S e

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Liinda
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas
{accepting for the late George Kellas 11,
David ‘Ty’ Fleming and Rod Johnson;
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting
for the late Duane Powell), Pat Graetjens
{accepting for the late Sam ‘Buzz’
Berry), John Spence {(accepting for the
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third
row, Gene ‘Beef’ Lamone, Rick Nau,
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovicic; fourth
row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly Swierkos
and Jamie Taylor; back row, Dr. Diana
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod),
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and
Paul Hoover.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banque

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, their
representatives) included, Bob Koch,
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent-
ing the late Jimmy Mountain)Stan
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West;
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker),
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig,
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn),
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley
and Jim Wood; back row, Jim Woofter,
William Augur (representing Kim
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and
Kacie Vavrek.

oVAC
Hall of Fame
Class of 2017

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row left
to right, Arthur “Butch™ Joseph,
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre-
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill
Gompers; second row, Lisa Glieber
(representing Tom Franckhauser},
Angela Hearst (representing
William ‘Catfish’ Hearst), Jarrett
Alford (representing Roger
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones _
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami B
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis '
(representing Nate Davis), April
Rotilio and Roger Sowers II (rep-
resenting Roger Sowers).




look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

WAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018

smbers of the OVAC Hall of Fame
ass of 2018 or their representatives
‘lude, front row left to right, Ron
hite, Greg Haberfield (representing
rl Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim
rger (representing Jack Berger), Bob
antgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz;
'ond row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy
ssi Spence (representing Geno Sessi),
ri Johnson-Osby and Cosmeo Prolago
presenting Don Osby), Willie Tucker
presenting Bill Tucker and Keith
otsos; back row, Georgia Dawson,

n Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly
ields, Reno Saccoccia (representing
ch Collaros and Adam Hoppel.
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OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2019

The Class of 2019 for the OVAC Hall
of Fame or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Dr.
Dan Doyle, Al Glitch, Don Clegg,
Dave Bruney , Jay Circosta, Jim
Crosier and Mike Sherwood (repre-
senting Chet Daniels); second row,
George Deiderich (representing his
brother, Art Deiderich), Catherine
Knox (representing her father, Pete
Gongola), Becky Gala (representing
her uncle, Bob DiStefano), Leon
Jenkin), Jeff Patterson and Ron
Sismondo; back row, Shelly Carroll,
Mike Gulan, Jamie Adams, Casey
Coyne (representing his brother,
Scott Coyne), Tyler Engle and Liz
Repela,




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banque

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2021

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2021 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Jerry
Narcisi, Rich Wilinski, Scott Nolte, Kim
Clifford, Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral and
Larry Deaton; second row, Bill Welker,
Ralph Anastasio; Keith Bloom (repre-
senting Tom Bloom), Pete Abuls and
Kate McLane (representing Don ‘Kip’
McLane); third row, Joe Blaha, Carl
Fodor Jr., Daryl ‘Boogie’ Johnson, Josh
Watson, Leekycia Brown and Natalie
Perzanowski.

’%%@@ ' and OVAC Musedum
located inside WesBanco Arena
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5 MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS .
® o FOROVAC HALL OF FAME
"OACHES:

ot be inducted until retired or deceased.

y win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals.

1s/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.)
eball: 250 wins.

ketball: 250 wins

rering: 5 OVAC titles

ss Country: 5 OVAC titles

tball: 125 wins <« VAT

f: 5 OVAC titles 278
cer: 125 wins HOII ‘L.'.)'m ol
tball: 250 wins A N N
mming: 5 OVAC titles £ BWER W

-k: 5 OVAC titles f
leyball: 250 wins o

:stling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles i

JFFICIALS: m G mz
inot be inducted until retired or deceased E WARRR
sears of service

AEDIA:

1 be inducted any time

sears of service

itributions to the OVAC

JVAC FAMILY:

cutive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.

itributions to the conference

YVAC CONTRIBUTOR:

viduals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been successful
> high school/college/professional ranks but don’t meet the criteria in other categories.
THLETES:

st be out of high school 10 years

1ary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and professional
nplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume.

eball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

ketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

ering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams

ss Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

tball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

f: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

cer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

‘ball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

mming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

nis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

*k: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

eyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

:stling: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes







Cabela Drive

S

ITXXXX)
IXY XN

) eme = @& | P

LINC OLN TOYOTA

Cabela Drive « The Highlands
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Kind o
Service

. Typesetting & Design * Full Color Vinyl Banners
» Bindery Service
* Quality Printing » Easy Online Ordering
» Full Color Printing Agafl » Fax Service

* Bulk Mailing ' » Vehicle/Window Lettering
« Laminating up to 24" Wide  * FreeEstimates & Consultation
» Color Copies » And Much More

Matte Posters, Adhesvie Vinyl, Gloss Photos, Vinyl Banners, Et
CALL TODAY OR VISIT US ONLINE AT
WWW. vanceprintingandg raphics.co

HOURS: 8:30 to 5:00 - MONDAY - FRIDAY

2193 National Road - Wheeling, WV 26003 + Phone (304) 242-1324 - Fax (304) 242-1325
www.vanceprintingandgraphics.com » Email: vanceprinting@comcast.net






