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Park's Leggett wins 
OVAC Coach of 
the Year accolade 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING - The Wheeling Park wrestling team 
was virtually unbeatable during the 2021-22 season. 
winning multiple championships in convincing fash
ion. 

For all the success the Patriots enjoyed. head coach 
Brian Leggett was named the OV AC Bill Van Horne 
Coach of the Year Monday night inc;ide WesBanco 
Arena during the annual Banquet of Champion~. 

Tt,e Purple Riders . 
rallied from a 9-6 ..... 

deficit to win, 10-9, ~~~--••• 

"This award is a direct reflection on the investment 
so many great people make to our program. From our 
top-notch coaching staff, that I rely on heavily. to our 
wrestlers and their suppo11ive famthes. to our school 
administration and community who rally around our 
team and this amazing sport of wrei;tling:· Leggett 
stressed. 

and advance to 
Wednesday's dis

trict title game. 

T·L Pho1c- KIM NC RTH 

"Seasons like what these young men accomplished 
don't happen by chance. They have been putting in 
work for years and it shows:· he added. '"We are 

See, LEGGETT, Page B2 

Ferry survives in D-111 district 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

CADIZ - It's safe to ,;av that 
none of the players on .rvfartins 
Fern ·s softball team ha\'e ever 
heard Yogi Berra·-; famous quote. 
However. they pnwed once again 
Monday that a high school soft
ball ~arne i,n ·rover until the ~ I st 
out is recorded. 

Such was the case a, the 
top-seeded Purple Riders watched 
a 6-0 lead disappear as No. 4 Ga-

raway scored nine times in the top 
of the -;ixth inning following a 
30-minute lightning delay. How
ever. displaying a never-say-no 
attitude once again, Martins Ferry 
plated four runs in the bottom of 
the inning to pocket a cherished. 
I 0-9. victorv m a Division III 
Eastern District semifinal on the 
artificial surface at Harrison Cen
tral High School. 

··rve ne\·er seen anything like 
this team. How many times are 
we going to do thisT' a very re-

lieved Martins Ferry head coach 
Jerry Magistro said while shaking 
his head. "But as long as we come 
out on top, that's all that matters. 

"These kids bailed me out to
day. They have no quit in them and 
the seniors, along with the others, 
don't want to lose. They got in 
that little circle in the middle of 
the sixth and the seniors told ev
eryone that they didn't want this 
to be their last game. They talked 
about it and then went out and did 

See, FERRY, Page B2 

Photo/KRISTIN MAZGAJ 

WHEELING PARK wrestling coach Brian Leggett 
was named the 2022 OVAC/ Bill Van Horne Coach of 
the Year during Monday's annual OVAC Banquet of 
Champions. Presenting the award is OVAC Executive 
Director Dirk DeCoy (left). 

g.~Ji-. End of an era? Penguins at 
~~.of--- ~-~,._,~ 

( ~~~: J ·~ • ~l~~~~~~~~~n~;'i~~~t•~~v~~~~~~~%.;~~~!~, 
_,,,,._, Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin victory in Game 7 that marked ley Cups in 20 I 6 and 20 I 7. All 

and Kris Letang have served as Pittsburgh's fourth straight one- three could be too expensive to 
the foundation upon which the and-done during a time of year keep. 
Pittsburgh Penguins built three Crosby, Malkin and Letang have "I think we knew that coming 
Stanley Cup champions. helped define. into the playoffs:· Crosby said. 

For the better part of a year, "They're all different:• said "But I think you try not to really 
all three understood the 2021- Crosby, who missed a portion of think about that. You hope that 
22 season could be their last ride Game 5 and all of Game 6 after we can make a good run:· 
together. getting hit in the head by New In a way. they did. Pittsburgh 

And for the better part of a York's Jacob Trouba. "It 's• kind led in six of seven games during 
month, Crosby did his best to of hard to go through all of them. the series, including two-goal 
block it out. He can't anymore. I think if we were to group all of advantages in both Game 5 and 
Neither can anyone else. Not them, I'd think this one, I proba- Game 6 and a one-goal edge 
after a gut-wrenching playoff bly feel like we deserved if I was with less than six minutes to go 
loss to the New York Rangers, to categorize all of them." in regulation in the finale. 

_____ _, when a 3-1 series lead ended Crosby is well aware this "It's disappointing," said Pen-
AP PHOTO • h h p • b • h b • & d k G 1 PITTSBURGH PENGUINS center Sidney Crosby and goal- wit t e engums emg on ! e could have een the last time gums 1orwar Ja e uentze • 

tender Tristan Jarry skate off the ice after losing to the New wrong end of th_e handshake lme Malkin and Letang are among who scored eight goals during 
York Rangers in overtime of Game 7 in an NHL hockey playoff at raucous Madison Square Gar- those wearing a Penguins sweat- the series. "We were right there. 
series, Sunday at Madison Square Garden in New York. den after th~ Rangers pulled off er. Both are free agents this sum- We put ourselves in a good spot 

Pirates 
blanked 

one staggering comeback after mer, as is forward Bryan Rust, See, PENGUINS, Page B2 

Browns' Watson 
to meet with NFL 

CLEVELAND (AP) NFL officials will meet 
41 • 1 -· ... 1 ,..,1 _ l 



tan111ng 1 .i ana worKrng 
around four free pa,ses. 

He was a little bit bet
ter than Shamrocks senior 
ace Gavin Carpenter. who 
worked into ihe sixth, al
lowing both Bellaire runs. 

Bellaire·s offensi"c 
attack was led bv laden 
Krstcr:--o·, two • ~inglcs 
and a RBI. while Danny 
Zw.1ck had a RBI hit. 

Harrison 6. West M. 4 
CADIZ - The Hus

kies fended off the Tor
nadoes in a D1v1sion III 
sectional opene, at Maze
roski Field. 

Trace Rutter picked up 
the win on the mound. 
working the distance. He 
had six strikeout~ and had 
three walk-;. 

Offcnsi\eh. Kadcn Ju
rosko drove 'in tv. o r n, 
.Jonathan Vermillion had 
two singles. while Cabot 
Arbaugh had a double and 
a single_ Treston Ncmt!th 
had a~doublc. 

~UIJH ... U l'\,.'-,1;,,1\., '-Jlll'-'~'"lf-'J\.,, lVVJ'\. VV\,,J '411'-' 

the junior didn ·1 have her best stuff. 
She yielded six hits and was charged 

with six runs before McFarland was 
summoned back to the middle of the 
diamond. McFarland gave up an inside
the-park grand slam to the Pirates' Jor
dyn Keim that put the designated visi
tors ahead. 9-6. Keim had tripled in a 
run earlier in the outbur-;t and finished 
with five RBI. 

With a Garawav runner on first and 
only one nut in the SC\"Cllth. McFarland 
struck out Lily Sprccht for the second 

UH., "uu .)U\,,, l\,,UUJ lJU.] u e,vvu '-"J"-' "u. UlV 

plate" 
When asked about the pitching 

change, Magistro took all the blame. 
"I need to go with my heart and I re• 

ally·didn't go with it there. That's my 
fault." he said. "I just thought that may
be Lauren was getting a little tired and 
they. were starting to time her up. but 
Kelsie has done a great job all year. That 
was my mistake and nobody else's." 

Martins Ferry will now await the win
ner of todav's other semifinal between 
Harrison and Tusky Valley at Conotton. 

• Pirates---------------
continued from Page B1 

ml! ·a double in the first. and scored 
three run~ .i, Chicago ended a !>ix-game 
slide at home and improYcd to 5-11 at 
Wrrnlc, Field. Yan Gome~ also had 
three hits. including a double. 

Contrcr;,, led off with a double off 
Dylan Peters (:\ -2) and scored Chica
go· s hr:-.t run. then lined his fourth slam 
to left. center off Bryse Wilson on the 
first pitch of hb second at-bat. Happ 
al'io had two hits rn the first as the Cubs 
chased Peters. \\ ho faced seven hitter~ 

and retired only two. All five Cubs who 
reached against Peters .'icored. 

Wilson was charged with the next 
three Chicago runs. ~ 

The Cubs added an unearned run in 
the fourth when Happ scored from third 
on Gomes double-play grounder. 

PIRATES MOVE 
Pittsburgh claimed 30-year old C 

Tyler Heineman off waivers from To
ronto. Heinman has appeared in 30 ma
jor league games with three team~. 
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Continued from Page B1 

to be.up 3-1." 
New York's consistent ability to pounce on Pen

guin miscues helped. The last of those, Danton Hein
en's turnover and ensuing penalty that gave the Ranu
ers a power play in overtime. set up a sequence th~t 
ultimately ended with Artemi Panarin's winner. 

In a way, the series was symbolic of a wildly un
even season. A gritty start in which role players like 
Evan Rod_rigues filled in spectacularly while Crosby 
and Malkm (among others} recovered from injurie~. 
Then a two-month stretch where they were arguablv 
the best team in the league. followed by a limp to the 
finish that included three mostly listle,s losses to the 
Rangers. 

It's one of the reasons New York entered the series 
as the prohibitive favorite. While Crosbv stressed his 
team couldn't just flip a switch and get.going. that'~ 
precisely what the Penguins did in taking three of four 
to start the series. ~ 

And then suddenly. leads. momentum and a prom
ising postseason vanished in the hockey equivalent of 
a ~ew York minute. An off season of potentially seis
mic turnover looms. 

"A lot of people didn ·r expect us to get this far. 
let alone get in the playoffs.'' Crosby said. --we had 
high expectations. We battled through a lot. And so 
many guys contributed. I think for all tho~e reasons 
we thought we'd still be playing." 

•Leggett-------
continued from Page B1 

building something special here at Wheeling Park 
High School and we aim to keep this momentum roll
ing. 

"Thank you to the OV AC. I have been around a 
lot of wrestling organizations and I have never seen 
a conference like this at any level." Leggett contin
ued. "Our wrestlers dream about walkinl! out for their 
OV AC finals match and standing on top of that podi 
um. The OV AC tournament is so special to each one 
of them." 

In his fou11h year at the helm of the Patriots. Leg
gett returned Wheeling Park to its glory days. 

With a lineup fu]l of talent. Wheelinl! Park. which 
was state runnerup in 2021, rolled through the West 
Virginia Class AAA regional with an astounding 
2 7 7. 5 points. En route to that total. the Patriots q ual
ified 13 of their 14 individuals to the state tourna
ment. 

In Huntington. the Patriots didn't slow down inside 
Mountain Health Arena. They produced five state 
champions and had nine total placers. It resulted in 
207 .5 points. which was a run-away winner for the 
state title, which was the seventh rn school historv. 
but first since 2006. • 

Before entering the postseason. Park flexed its 
muscles locally, too. Leggetfs squad won the overall 
title at the OV AC Ron Mauck Wrestling Champion
~hip and then claimed the 5A title in the OV AC Bill 
Hingardner Dual Championships. They Jlso fini~hed 
undefeated in the prestigious Park Duals in Decem
ber. claiming the title for the first time since 2007. 

Many people didn't know what Leggett was going 
through off the mat as his wife. Lindsay. was going 
through a battle with cancer even before the season 
began. 

"I would like to dedicate this award to mv wife. 
When she got her cancer diagnosis last fall my first 
instinct was that I needed to take a step back from 
wrestling to be there for her and our family. When I 
brought it up to her she told me ·absolutely not !· "I 
am so thankful for her and grateful for the wav our 
wrestling community has supported her in her fight. 
She is a true inspiration.'' 

In addition to Leggett. other finalisb for the award 
included D.J. Butler (Barnesville baseball). Dan Ifft 
(Dover football), Holly Pettit (Cameron girls basket
ball) and Lou "Scooter'' Tolzda (Union Local girls 
basketball). 
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John Marshall shortstop Ava Blake loads up to throw 
to first base during the Monarchs' Region 1 Champi
onshp Series agalnst University Monday. 

Monarchs Drop 
Game 1 in Extras 
B:v TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 
GLEN DALE - Mon

dav afternoon's West 
Virginia Class AAA Re
gion One championship 
series between University 
High and John Marshall 
opened with a pitcher'~ 
duel that O\'c:r three hour, 
later turned into an instant 
clav,ic. 

Semor pitcher Autumn 
Stemple fanned 20. mclud
ing the final eight batter-; 
she faced. and fre~hman 
pinch-hitter Paige Conrad 
reached on a lead-off bunt 
single in the top of the nmth 
and scored what turned out 
to be the game-winning 
run on Anna Ar~abnte's 
rbi ficlder·s choice as the 
Hawks claimed a prized 
4-3 ,·ictory over the Mon
archs in l!amc one of the 
best-of-three re~ional se
ries at John Marshall High 
School. 

~he is going to make histo-
1)' by taking us to the state 
tournament for the first 
time since 1994.'. 

While game two will 
be played this afternoon 
in Morgantown it will be 
hard to top the events from 
Mondar . While John Mar
shall (I 9-8) suffered the 
hard-luck loss pitcher Ka-· 
dence Pettit was every bit 
a, 1mpres~ive as Stemple, 
~triking out 18 Universi
ty bitten, while walking 
four and scattering five 
hits. The two pitchers 
combined to throw nearly 
100 pitches in the con
test. which also featured a 
30-mmute lightning delay 
m the fourth frame. 

The Hawks got the early 
lead. pushing across two 
runs in the top of the first 
without the benefit of a hit. 
Argab1ite and Meysa Heit
man each walked on close 
3-2 pitches to get things 
stancd before moving up 
on a fielder's choice. 

Maaonna wins 
• Section Title 

Sixth-inning rally 
lifts Blue Dons 
over Dragons 

By CODY NESPOR 
Sports Writer 

CAMERON - Madonna's ' 
baseball team has gotten used to 
having its back against the wall 
over the past week. Since they 
fell into the losers' bracket of 
the Class A, Region 1, Section 
1 tournament last Tuesday, the 
Blue Dons have won five straight 
elimination games - including 
a second-straight over top-seed
ed Cameron 15-5 Monday night 
- to claim their first sectional 

championship in a decade and 
the fourth in school history. 

• • I 

"It says a lot about the seniors 
because honestly, it really start
ed with them in the dugout," Ma
donna coach Jeff Baire said after 
Monday's win. "You never want 
to lose, you never want to put 
yourself in a position where you 
have to battle through. However, 
on the other side, it happened to 
us last year when Wheeling Cen
tral got hot. came in and beat us 
twice (in the section champion
ship). We had the opportunity to 
do the same thing and I can't say 

Photo by Cody Nespor 
Marquese Parker was the winning pitcher for Madonna Monday as 
the Blue Dons defeated Cameron 15-5, claiming their first section 
championship since 2012. 

enough about the guys." 
Madonna came into the sec- battled, it's what we've done all 

year." 
tion championship needing two Two Blue Don errors and a 
wins against the Dragons in or-
der to claim the section title. A double steal gave Cameron a 
20-9 victory on Saturday forced 3-0 lead after the first inning. 
a winner-take-all game on the With their ace, Coy Angel, on 
Dragons· home field Monday the mound, the Dragons were 
night. After trailing by three runs feeling good about their chances. 
throughout the game and sitting "We were where we wanted 
through a 30-minute weather de- to be coming into the game," ex
lay, the Blue Dons exploded for plained coach Adam Angel. "We 
a 12-run sixth inning that pro- had the pitching set up the way 

we wanted and then came out 
pelled them to their first section and scored three runs early and 
championship since 2012. 

"We don't do anything easy," we were sitting in the driver's 
1 seat.'' 

Baire laughed. "A coupe of er- Coy Angel bad already gotten 
rors in the first inning and we 

where he struck out nine batters 
over five innings in a 6-5 Cam
eron win. 

Baire said the gameplan Mon
day was to work counts to try 
and elevate Angel's pitch count 
and get into Cameron's bullpen 
as soon as possible. 

"That was our main goal. that's 
what we talked about (Monday) 
and what we talked about after 
the game on Saturday." Baire 
said. "When you 're facing guys 
that are buzzsaws. you really 
have to work them. and if you're 
able to push the pitch coum up 
and get into the bullpen. then it's 
all bets are off. .. 

"This 1s all about her:· 
University Coach Min
dy Parks said of Stemple. 
·This i~ her time. we be
licYe in her and we bclie,·e 

go down three runs and have to the Blue Dons a couple of times 
b I b k h h I W this season, includmg in the I 

Please ,ee MONA_R_c_u_s_. L--a-tt_e_ a_c--t _e_w_o_e_w_a_y_. __ e_ o_v_A_c_c_1a_s_s _A_c_h_am_ p_io_n_s_h-ip_, -P-le-a-se-se_e_M_A_D_ONNA. Page JO Page I I 
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Park's Leggett Named OVAC Coach of the Year 
Bv KIM NORTH ··seasons like what these young 

For.The Intelligencer men accomplished don't happen 
WHEELING - The Wheeling by chance. They have been putting 

Park wrestling team was virtually in work for years and it shows," he 
unbeatable durimr the 2021 -22 ,ea- added. "We are building something 
son. winning n1ultiple champion- ~pecial here at Wheeling Park High 
ships in com·incing fashion. School and we aim to keep this mo-

For all the success the Patriots en- mentum rolling. 
joyed. head coach Brian Leggett was "Thank you to the OV AC. I have 
named the OV AC Bill Van Horne been around a lot of wrestling or
Coach of the Year Monday night ganizations and I have never seen 
inside We~Banco Arena tlunng the a conference like this at any level," 
annual Banquet of Champions. . Leggett continued. "Our wrestlers 

'Thi~ award is a direct reflection dream about walking out for their 
on the investment so many great OV AC finals match and standing 
people make to our program. From on top of that podium. The OV AC 
our top-notch coaching staff. that tournament is so special to each one 
I rely on hcavilv. to our wrestlers of them:' 
and their supportive families. to our In his fourth year at the helm 
school administrat ion and commu- of the Patriots, Leggett returned 
nity who rally around our team and Wheeling Park to its glory days. 
this amazing sport of wrestling:· With a lineup full of talent, 
Leggett strc~~ed. Wheeling Park. which was state 

Ferry Softball 
Rallies Again 

B, KIM NORTH 
For.The Intelligencer 

CADIZ - Ifs safe to sav that none 
of the pla~ er, on Martins Ferry·s soft
ball team hm·c ever heard Yogi Berra'~ 
famous quote. However. the·y proved 
once a!!ain Monday that a high school 
softball game 1sn ·r o, er until the 21st 
out is recorded. 

Such was the cas_e a_s th~ !op-s~e?~d 

runnerup in 2021, rolled through 
the West Virginia Class AAA re
gional with an astounding 277.5 
points. En route to that total, the Pa
triots qualified 13 of their 14 indi
viduals to the state tournament. 

In Huntington, the Patriots didn't 
slow down inside Mountain Health 
Arena. They produced five state 
champions and had nine total plac
ers. It resulted in 207.5 points, 
which was a run-away winner for the 
state title, which was the seventh in 
school history, but first since 2006. 

Before entering the postseason, 
Park flexed its muscles locally, too. 
Leggett's squad won the overall title 
at the OV AC Ron Mauck Wrestling 
Championship and then claimed the 
SA title in the OV AC Bill Hingard
ner Dual Championships. 

Please see LEGGETT, Page JO 

Photo by Kristin Mazgaj 
Wheeling Park wrestling coach Brian Leggett was 
named the 2022 OVAC/BiU Van Horne Coach of 
the Year during Monday's annual OVAC Banquet 
of Champions. Presenting the award is OVAC Ex
ecutive Director Dirk DeCoy (left). 

Cubs Beat 
Pirates 9-0 

MA TT CARLSON 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO - Willson Contreras 
led off with a double and became a rare 
leadoff bitter with a first-inning grand 
slam as the Chicago Cubs burst to an 
eight-run lead and beat the Pittsburgh 
Pirates 9-0 on Monday night. 

Contreras became the 10th leadoff hit-
• .,, .. "'~" ........ 1 on 1 u:Nt'h ,.. h.-c.'♦ ;".,;"'.,. ,rln.1-V'I 
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l,t<;t 1rame. Thev talked about it and then 
went out and di'd it:' 

On the short end of a 9-6 count. Hunt
er Pollock drew her third base-on-ball~ 
of the game leading off the bottom of the 
sixth. With one out. Maria Clark lined a 
double to the gap in left-center that plat
ed Pollock. Taylor Bell then reached on 
an crrnr as Clark went 10 third. Bell took 
second on catcher's indifference and both 
nmncrs scored on Nevaeh Hairs single 
up the _middle. When the ball got past the 
ccntcri1elder. Hall raced around to third 
and was replaced by cou11esy runner Ri
ley Doyle. After Ella McFarland walked. 
Eve Agnew legged out an infield single as 
Do) le raced home with what proved to be 
the game-winning run. 

Leading 6-0 before the lightning delay. 
Lauren McFarland was dealing inside the 
c\rclc. The senior had allowed just four 
hits. struck out four and didn't walk a bat
ter. However. when play resumed Kelsie 
GilJc..,pie took o\·er and the junior didn't 
hm e her best stuff. 

She yielded six hits and was charged 
with six runs before McFarland was 
summoned back to the middle of the 
diamond. McFarland gave up an inside
the-park grand slam 10 the Pirates· Jor
dyn Keim that put the designated visitors 
ahead. 9-6. Keim had tripled in a run 
c,1rhcr in the outburst and finished with 
five RBI 

With a Gamway nmner on first and 
only one out in the seventh. McFarland 
stnick out Lily Sprecht for the second out. 

.. -Jnat was probably the big!!cst strike
out of my career:· she admitted. 

The next batter sent a popup to the mid
dle of the infield that McFarland gloved 
for the final out before being mobbed by 

PIRATES 
(Continued from Paj!c 9) 

He allowed Just the one runner 
m \C\en innin!!" and ,truck out six. 
throwing 83 pitches. 

M1lcy's pre\ iou.., win was on Sept. 
7. 2021 al Wri!!ley Field when he beat 
the Cubs as a n1ernber of the Red:-.. 

Michael Rucker fini~hed with two
hit relief, and the Cub.., won their third 
,;tra1ght. 

P1tbburgh r, baning .22, th1, <;ca
'>0n. 

Jan Happ had three h1h. including 
.i double in the I 1r,t. and scored three 
rum a~ Ch1c1!!0 ended a ~,x-!!amc 
..,lid.: at home :-ind impro\ed to ~'5- 1 I 
,it Wrrglc} held. ) an Gome~ also had 
three hit:-.. including a double. 

Contrera:-. led ot'r with a double off 
Di lion Peters ('1 2) and ,cored Chi 
C'I!!().., fiN run. then lined hi\ fou11h 
'> am t0 ell unti.:r o ' 1 Bryse \V1 ,son 

lAJIJIIII~ UUWII llllU IICl gmvc lUl Ult: L.l~l 

out. 
"Lauren wa<; a waniortoday ... a war

rior:· Magistro praised. '·She did it. She 
was a leader.'' 

''I've never wanted to get back inside 
the circle so bad.'' Lauren McFarland said 
while wiping away tears of joy_ "I like 
winning. I don't want to stop playing." 

Pollock scored four times from the 
lc.idnff spot. 

'Thar's why she is there:· Ma0 istro 
said of Pollock. ''I know Hunter can hit 
the ball. and it's not just home runs. She 
always seems to come up with clutch hits 
anc.l she really has a good eye at the plate. 
That's why she is our leadoff hitter ... 

When a,ked about the pitching change. 
Magistro tcx)k all the blame. 
. "I .need to_go_with my heart and I really 

d1dn t go with Jt there. That's my fault.'' 
he said. "I just thought that maybe Lau
ren was getting a little tired and thev were 
starting to time her up. but Kelsie has done 
a great job all year. That wac; my mistake 
and nobodv else·s:' 

Martins 'Feny will now await the win
ner of today's other semifinal between 
No. 2 Harrison Central and No. 5 Tusky 
Valley al Conotton Valley High School. 
TI~at game was postponed Monday due to 
ram. 

'.'Whoever wins, you know they're 
gomg 10 be a good team:· Magistro said 
when a-;ked whether it matters who is up 
next. ··we·ve beaten Harrison Central 
twice already. but both games were bat
tles. Tusky Valley is always up there it 
seems ... 

The district winner travels to Unioto 
High School in Chillicothe on Wed .. May 
25 for regional action against the winner 
of Wheder.;burg-lronton. 

on the first pitch of his second at-bat. 
Happ also had two hits in the first as 
the Cubs chased Peters. who faced 
,;even hitters and retired only two. All 
fh e Cubs who reached against Peters 
\cored. 

Wilson was charged with the next 
three Chicago runs. 

The Cubs added an unearned run 
in the fourth when Happ scored from 
third on Gomes double-play grounder. 

PIRATES MOVE 
Pittsburgh claimed 30-year old C 

Tvlcr Heineman off waivers from To
nlnto. Heinman has appeared in 30 
nrnJor league games with three teams. 
The Pirate~ designated C Andrew 
Knapp for assignment. 

UP NEXT 
Piu..,burgh RI-IP JT Brubaker (0-3. 

5.3- ) starts on Tuesday night. 

GET READ¥:PO TAST.E:fAs:. 
BEST FOOD ON FOUR-viREEl.S~ .~ 

MAY 
27,28&29 
1tt,()IJ:ll:)V~V(l)(l)II) 

Y5rMWUJ· 
116,THE 

---ArJriEADOW!i.---

D RUCKFEST.COM 

with a 15-5 victorv over Williamstown 
to force a decisive Class A Section 2 
championship later today. _ 

Tyler sc?re~ s\x runs in the top of the 
first and third m111111rs to take a command
ing 12-2 lead. Three more run-. in the top 
of the fifth truncated the affair with a 
15-5 mercv rnle ending. 

Hayden 'Brown and~Ty Walton each 
drove in four run'> for the Knights a~ 
Brown hn tv.o double:-. and Walton 
smacked a home nm. Lide Billings add
ed two more RBI. 

Alec Chaplin pitched four innings on 
the mound. allowing four runs while 
striking out three anl walking two. Wal
ton threw the final inning. punching out a 
pair to secure the victory. 

The team" will meet again tonight for 
a Cl~ss A. Region I_. Secti<;in 2 champi
onship game. The wmner will advance to 
play _Madonna in the Region I Champi
onship Senes. 

BELLAIRE 2, BARNESVILLE 1 
BARNESVILLE - The pitching 

matchup that people pointed to from the 
moment the brackets were set more than 
a week ago dido 't disappoint at Memorial 
Park. 

Bellaire Junior Jake Heatherington was 

LEGGETT 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Thev al..,o fini..,hcd undefeated in the 
prestigrou.., Park Duals in December. 
claiming the title for the first time smce 
2007. 

Many people didn't know what Leg
gett was going through off the mat as 
his wife. Lindsay. was going through a 
battle with canctr even ~before the sea
son began. 

"I would like to dedicate this award 
to my wife. When she got her cancer 
diagnosis last fall my first instinct was 
that I needed to take a step back from 

MADONNA 
(Continued from Page 9) 

champion Barnesville, 2-1. on Monda~ 
in a Division III sectional opener. , 

Heatherington worked the route for 
the Big Reds, fanning 13 and working 
around four free passes. 

He was a little bit better than Sham
rocks senior ace Gavin Carpenter. who 
worked into the sixth. allowing both Bel
laire runs. He struck out two and walked 
two. 

Bellaire' s offensive attack \\ as led by 
laden Kesterson. who had two smgle-.. 
and a RBI, while Danny Zwack ha~d a 
single and a RBI. Heatherington added 
two base hits. ~ 

The Shamrocks were limited to two 
singles. 

HARRISON CENTRAL 6 
WEST MUSKINGUM 4 

CADIZ - The Huskie~ fended off 
the Tornadoes in a Division III sectional 
opener at Mazeroski Field. 

Trace Rutter picked up the win on the 
mound. working the distance. He had six 
strikeouts and had three walks. 

Offensively, Kaden Jurosko drove in 
two runs. Jonathan Vermillion had two 
singles. while Cabot Arbaugh had a dou
ble and a single. Treston Nemeth had a 
double. 

wrestling to be there for her and our 
family. When l brought it up to her 
she told me ·absolutely not!· .. I am 
so thankful for her and grateful for the 
way our wrestling community has sup
ported her in her fight. She i" a true in
spiration .• , 
. In addition to Leggett. other final
ists for the award included D.J. Butler 
(Barnesville baseball). Dan Ifft (Dover 
football), Holly Pettit (Cameron girls 
basketball) and Lou '•Scooter" Tolzda 
(Union Local girls basketball). 

Followmg the three- "I felt like we were hav
run first inning. Madonna ing good at bat<; even with 
turned the ball over to left- Coy in there.'' Baire said. 
hander Marquese Parker. "We pushed his pitch count 
w~o has been rock-s?lid in up and were fouling off a 
rehef for the Dons this sea- lot of good pitches. That's 
son. Parker held the Drag- what we talked about." 

gel said or Madonna. '·No 
lead is ever good enough 
with them. TI1ey grit it out. 
they fight and they battle. 
I watched them do it to 
(Wheeling) Central the oth
er night and thcv did it to us 
twice. They just figure out a 
way to win ... 

ons _to _two r~ns· across 4 When play resumed. Lu-
1/3 mnmgs ot work - h1" cas McAllister immediate
longesl appearance or the ly hit a double down the left 
season - to keep his team field line that scored David 
in the game. Connors and Cameron's 

''I wanted to try to hold lead wa..; down to one run. 
them.'' Parker said. "Give After Parker threw a 
up no more nms and give ,coreless bottom of the 
my team a chance to come tifth. :vtadonni1 ·s bats broke 
back with hits... ou, m a maJor way in the 
. A Lance Hrutley dou~le sixth inning. 
m the bottom of the thud After loading the bases 
gave the h?sts a 4-0 ad- with just one out, Brycen 
vantage before Matt Arna- Hair hit into a run-scorino 
i~meicr_ hit a bascs-lo~ded fielder's choice as the tying 
smglc m the top of the run scored when a throw 
fourth to get Madonna on home wa-; not in time. ty
the board and make it a ing the game 5-5. Connors 
4-2 game. Haitley s!ngled followed with a swinging 
home another 11m m the bunt that died in the infield. 
bo~om_ of the inning to allowing him to reach first 
mamtam a t~ree-run lea~!. base safely and give Ma-

Madonna <; plan against donna a 6-5 lead, its first 
Angel had worked, howev- of the game. From there, 
er. as Coach Angel made a the Blue Dons were off to 
move to the bullpen with the races. McAllister drew 
one out in the top of the a base<; loaded walk. Luke 
fifth. As he brought J-l;u1- and Matt Amaismeier had 
Icy to the mound to waim back-to-back RBI singles, 
up however. the home and Brock Reinarcher and 
plate umpire called for a Hair had consecutive two-
30-minute weather dclav run hits to complete a 12-
due to tlmnclcr in the are~1 run top of the sixth. 
wi~h the score still sitting "Hats; off to them. they 
at )-2. just don't quit:· Coach An-

( 40} 769-7709 
OH Lie. #24730 

WV Lie. #025788 The new degree of comfort:· 

Cha--;e Littleton !!0t the 
final two out-. in the bottom 
of the sixth inning as Ma 
donna picked up the 15-5 
mercy-rule victor} . 

Parker picked up the win 
throwinf! -t l /1 innin~.-.. 
sc-atterir)d live ,111~ anJ l\VO 
runs while striking out six. 

"Marquese has been 
doing that all year for us: 
coming in for us in tough 
situations and working hb 
way throu~11:· Bair-c \aid. 
"He mes,saged me l:ht night 
saying he wanted the ball. 
He definitc!y got hb oppor
tunity and didn ·r wa ... re it." 

Matt Amaisme1er led the 
team with tour RBI on two 
singles. following up his 
eight RBI game on Satur
day. 

.. He ju-..1 doesn ·1 want to 
lose:· Baire said ... He did 
the same thing in basket
ball. That's a ~-;cnior right 
there." 

Hair fimshed with a sin
gle. double and three RBI 
while Reinarcher drove in 
two on a -;im:le. Seven of 
Madonna's nine Sla!1ers 
drove in a nm in the con
test and all nme -;pots in 
the order scored at least 
once. 

For Cameron. Cov An
gel struck out seven across 
4 2/3 innings. yielding 
three run<, on four hits. 

"Coy's been our lead
er on and off the field ... 
Coach Angel said of his 
son. 'io have him come 
up short i~ pretty tough 
because I know. on the 
personal side of it. what 
it meant to him. He· s got 
them twice and they final
ly got him toda) :· 

Hartley drove m three 
runs on a sm!!le and dou-
ble. ,. 

~~er p_lavmg m _the los-
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Bellaire native Leigh 
using RL Training to 
give back to the OV 

Rick Leigh admits that he wasn't al
ways the model child when he was grow
ing up in Bellaire. 

He also remembers. quite well. that he 
had a "trong desire to become more ac
tive in different sports. but simply didn't 
have the means or feasibility to do much 
more beyond whal was offered through 
the school district. 

Leigh is now trying 10 do his part to 
help kids avoid trouble. maintain their 
academics and provide a physical outlet 
for kids. who wish to receive training 
beyond their normal practices or condi
tioning. 

Now in its second year. RL Strength 
and Conditioning - Lions Only is cur
rently working with 42 youngsters from 
school districts ~uch as Bellaire. Bridge
port. Martins Ferry. Shadyside. Wheel
ing Park and John Marshall twice a week 
at Nelson Jordan Center in Wheeling. 

·'Kids have been able to use this (pro
gram) as a tool to better themselves for 
sports. at school, or just to give them 
something to do." Leigh said. " 

The program. which is held on 
Wednesday afternoons at 5 and on Sat
urday mornings at I 0. is totally free and 
requires just a waiver of consent to be 
signed in case of injury. 

"It's really grown through word-of
mouth." Leigh said. ··we started with 
three and we've outgrown both Nelson 
Field and the Martins Ferrv Recreation 
Center." • 

The training las! two hour, and focus
es on strength and conditioning and even 
delves into boxing. 

--1 wanted to be able to provide a help 
to kids who needed it and wanted it. but 
didn't have the financial means:· Leigh 
said. '·We're helping kids to be better 
trained and ready for their sports and 
helping kids to get stronger and faster.'' 

RL Strength and Conditioning - Li
em, Only actually started with three boys 
working out at Nelson Field in Bellaire. 

One of those wa~ apparently on his 
way to dropping out of high school. but 
as he continued with the program, he 
made tremendous strides. got back in 
school and graduated. 

"That wa.., our fir<;t -;uccess story," 
Leigh said. 

According to Leigh. the program isn"t 
ju!->t for "troubled kid._:· However, it's 
having an impact on all kids who have 
signed up. which 1s something that Leigh 
takes great pride in. 

''The parents I've ~poken with seem to 
think if.., helping the kids:· Leigh said. 
"We've had several really good success 
stories and hopefully we' ll continue to 
have tho~c: 

Leigh is on hand for all of the work
outs and ha~ a couple of buddies who 
help with the different programs. too. 

"Sometimes I can"t believe it's gotten 
as big a~ it has ... Leigh said. 

To help motivate the kids. who are 
entered in the program. Leigh has solic
ited ... ponsor.,hips from area individuals 
and busmesscs. Basically. if an enrollee 
doesn·1 miss a workout. maintains his or 
her grades. the individual gets a spon
sor who provides equipment. gear. gift 
cards. etc. 

' 'The ~ponsorship program kind of 
shows the kids that hard work pays off," 
Leigh said. "To have anything g?od. i~ 
life. you have to work hard to receive 1t. 

In 2021. RL Strength and Condi
tionin2-- Lions Only held its inaugural 
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OVAC Coach of the Year finalists set 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Another year of Ohio Valley Ath
letic Conference spo1ts has come and 
gone. 

After being held virtually the last two 
years, the annual Banquet of Champi
ons returns to an in-person event on 
Monday at WesBanco Arena. 

On top of several thousand dollars 
in scholarships and the overall class 
championship awards, the presentation 
of the annual OV AC Bill Van Home 
Coach of the Year, which includes 
fall and winter sports from the current 
school year and the spring sports of 
2021. 

The five finalists for the award are: 
D.J. Butler (Barnesville baseball), Dan 
Ifft (Dover football). Brian Leggett 

D.J. DAN BRIAN HOLLY SCOOTER 
BUTL.ER IFFT LEGGETT efil:III TOLZOA 

Barnesville Dover Whg Park Cameron Union Local 

(Wheeling Park wrestling), Holly Pet- Shamrocks may end up being his most 
tit (Cameron girls basketball) and Lou memorable when his career is said and 
··scooter" Tolzda (Union Local girls done. 
basketball). It was during that season when But-

Here's a capsule look at each finalist ler guided the Sharnrocb to heights 
in alphabetical order: that hadn't been reached since 2004. 

DJ BUTLER, Barnesville baseball Finishing with an impressive 25-8 re-
- His 14th season at the helm of the See. COACHES, Page C2 

.,. .... 
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PICTURED IS the new state-of-the-art pressbox at Harrison Central's Wagner Field in Cadiz. The facility measures 7,~33 
square feet and has a price tag between $4-5 million. The building will be two floors and have an elevator. The completion 
date is late July. 

Work continues on HC pressbox 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

CADIZ - The Harrison Hills School 
District is updating another piece of its 
state-of-the-art athletic facilities. 

With artificial turf at its baseball, 
football and the softball fields, a mam
moth press box is under construction at 
Wagner Field that will rival most in the 
Ohio Valley. It will be ready prior to 
the start of the 2022-23 school year. 

According to Superintendent Dana 
Snider, the project has an estimated 
cost of between $4 and 5 million dol
lars. It measures 7,833 square feet. 

"I can ·1 wait to see what it looks 
like when it's finished. It's going to 
be spectacular.'' Harrison Central Di-

rector of Athletics Ray Hibbs said ear
lier in the week while standing at the 
50-yard line and admiring the view. 
"It should be very comparable to other 
press boxes around the Ohio Valley." 

The new two-story structure ex
tends high above the home bleachers 
and spans from the 25-yard line on the 
south end of the stadium to the oppo
site 40-yard line. 

"The front will be totally glass ... 
kind of similar to the front of the new 
high school building. It will have the 
same brick and color scheme," Hibbs 
added. 

"The main entrance will be through 
the middle of the first floor. The en
trance will also have a glass front and 

Rangers score late 
to top Penguins, 
force a Game 7 

spectators will enter the stadium un
der the press box," he continued. "The 
access point will be more visible to 
everyone who is attending whatever 
function we are having." 

He said that there will be eight 
rooms on the front of the press box that 
can be used by home coaches, visiting 
coaches, scoreboard staff, TV stations, 
media, video board operations, etc .... 

"There will be a large meeting room 
on the top floor that can host a variety 
of meetings," Hibbs noted. 

"The new facility will be a lot less 
cozy than the old press box. That's for 
sure." 

Hibbs said the new press box will 
See, HC, Page C2 

PITTSBURGH (AP) - Chris Kreider's long slap 
shot bounced over Louis Domingue and into the net 
with 1 :28 left and the New York Rangers beat the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 5-3 on Friday night to push their 
thrilling first-round series to a deciding Game 7. 

Kreider' s second of the game and fourth of the play
offs sent the series back to New York. Andrew Copp 
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•Coaches------------------
continued from PageC1 ov bowling legend 

record. Barnesville rid- Tornndoes finished sec- - This marks the second TOLZDA. Union Local 
vanccd to the Division Ill and in the OVAC Class consecutive season that girls basketball - This Craycraft d·1es at 71 
state tournament for the 5A standings. percentage the Dragons head coach is veteran coach has been 
seconLl t1me 111 school hi~- point~ behind University. among the five finalists. listed among the five fi-
ton . In the playoff,. Dover It also marks the second 

E
, k h nalists for thb award be-Jn route to A nm. ad a couple of clo~e en- straight season she led 

where the Shamrock, lei I counter'i. mcluclinc an her team to unmatched fore. but thb is the first 
in the ~talc ,emifinal1., tn 18-1 5 win against Akron heights. time as a girl~· basketball 
eventual champion Cm- 'It. Vincent-St. Marv and The Dragons finished coach. 
cinnati Hilh Chn~t1an then thev fended off Au- the season 24-4 and Tolzda, a long-time 
Academ,. Barnewilk rora. 43~42. in the second claimed the schoors first boys hoops coach at 
claimed the distnct 1nd round before defeating state championship in Beallsville River. Mon
regional champmmhip,. Kcn-;ton in the rcg1omJ girls basketball. The title - . - roe Central and Meadow 
Gct1111g to the regional t1- ,cmifinal. didn't come easily. how-
tic game wa, no ca,v ta,k. BRIAN LEGGETT. ever. brook. accepted the girls 
and vickled one of the Wheeling Park wre,tling After crmsmg past job at Union Local and 
top iame, of the ,ea..,on In hi, fourth year at the Hundred and Tyler in took over a team that was 
when Barncwi I k edged helm of the Patrich. Leg- the sectional and region- on the cusp. He got the 
FredcricktO\\ n. ~-2. • m gett returned Park to ~s al finals. respectively. Jets over the hump. 
12 inning., at Mu~k.ingum g!orv dav,. the Dragons arrived in Tolzda guided the Jet'i 
Umw r,ity • ~ v.'1th a lineup st,•ckcd Charleston. They took to an impressive 25-4 

That wm ·,et the ,tage with talent. Park. which care of River View. deci- season. which included 
for a IO ~ v1cton a!:!arn~t wa~ ,tate runnerup in sively, in the quarterfinal. 
Minfo:-d to ~end the 202 l. rolled through 74-43 and then Tucker the school's firSt tnp to 
Sh:imrock, to the ,tatc. the We,t Virginia C!u';~ County. 51-44. in the the OHSAA state Tour-

Butlc1 '~ club abo AAA regional with an semifinal. nament in any team ,port. 
qualified for the OV AC a,toundi11g 2 77.5 points. That set the stage for regardless of gender. The 
Tournament. but fell tc , En route to that total. the the game that will be talk- Jets· girls program had 
Martins Ferw in the semi- Patriob qualified all 14 ed about in the Marshall never even been to the 
finals. • ot ib wrestlers to the state County community for regional tournament prior 

The Shamrocks actu- tournament. years to come. . to this season. 
allv avcnl!cd that loss. In Huntington. rhe Pa- Trailing Gilmer Coun-
h 

- - - En route to Dayton. the 
owever. bv defeatinl.! the triots didn ·1 slow down. ty. 50-48 with just a 

Purple Riders in the~ dis- They produced five state handful of seconds on the Jets won the Buckeye 8 

trict championship game. champions and nine tot.ii clock. Ashlynn VanTas- and OV AC Class 3A ti-
D \ N IF'F'T Do I JI • • f ties in blow-out fash1·on. f • • ver p acer,. se . w,pmg tears rom • 

football - This veteran Add that up and it re- her eyes. calmly sank a They then won their first 
Tornado coach makes suited in 207.5 points. pair of free throws to tie three tournament games 
his first appearance as which was a run-away the game. with the OHSAA mer
one of the five finalists. winner for the state title. Maci Neely then stole cy rule in effect before 
Dover just completed its which was the seventh in the in-bound pass and hit knocking off Tusky Val
third fu ll school vear as a school historv. but first a desperation 3 pointer as 

b f
. h o·v , · ,., · ley in the district champi-mem er o t e AC. since _006. the horn sounded, setting 

Ifft returned Dover to Before entering the off a wild celebration. onship game. 
its usual winnin~ wavs postseason, Park fl exed The Dragons' win and In the regional, the Jets 
in 2021 . following a r:ire its muscles locally. too. Neely"s shot drew na- took down Wheelersburg. 
4-5 ~cason in 2020. Leggett's squad won the tional attention as it was which had been ranked 

Last foll. the Tornadoe, overall title at the Ron one of the Top IO plays No. l in the final Divi
finished ~in im pressi \'c Mauck OV AC Wrestling on SportsCenter the next sion III Associated Press 
I 2- 1 on the sea~on and Championship and then morning and since then Poll. 56-45 to set up a 
advanced tc the Divh ion claimed the 5A title in VanTassell's efforts in date with Fairland in the 
Il l. Rec10n 9 champion- the OV AC Bill Hingard- the state tournament were Elite 8_ 
ship where they fell to ncr Dual Championsl1ips. recognized in Sports 11-
cventu.il , rate champion The Patriots also fi nished lustrated's Faces in the The Jets built a I 9-point 
Chardon. '.l 1-3. undefeated in the presti- Crowd. lead in that game before 

During the course of gious Park Duals in De- Cameron also repeat- having to pull out a 69-
the regular season. Dover cernber. claiming the title ed as Class 1 A OV AC 67 victory on a Reagan 
completed an undefeated for the first time since champions. defeating Vinskovich shot. which 
campaign with an aver- 2007. Beallsville. 66-32. in the set off a wild celebration. 
age margin of victory of HOLLY PETTIT. title game. In the state touma-
25 points a game. The Cimeron e"irls basketbali LOU "SCOOTER" ment. the Jets ran into a 

buzzsaw in eventual state 
champion Cincinnati Pur
cell Marian. The Jets fell. 
59-43. 

NEW MARTINSVILLE--Keith Craycraft. long
time owner-operator of Bruce Bowling Lanes and for• 
mer professional bowler. has died. He~ was 71. 

~~aycraft. and his family. operated the 65-year-olc 
fac1hty from 1968-2015 before closing and selling 
the property to Century Equities of Wheeling. A Mi• 
crotel currently operates on the property. 

Craycraft, a 1969 graduate of Magnolia Higt 
?Choo!. ran th~ Pro KC Shop inside the bowling facil
tty and organized numerous bowling tournaments at 
the site and elsewhere in the area. 

Keith bowled on the Profes~ional Bowling ToUJ 
from 1972-82 and appeared on five PBA-style tele
vision shows with one second place finish. two third~ 
and two fifth places. He appeared on ABC s Saturda)
"Wide World of Sports." 

He won six state championships including two in 
the doubles category with older brother Mike. 

A competitive bowler for 37 years. he recorded 1 (: 
perfect 300 games and four 800 series scores with z 
high season average of 233 and a high 837 series. 

He won a PBA Regional event in Sandusky. Ohio 
<;ingles and doubles titles in Hershey. Pa .. eight state 
Moose titles and numerous New Martinsville Locai 
Association crowns. 

Craycraft was inducted into the W. Va. State Bowl
ing Association Hall of Fame in I 996 and was the 
second person inducted into the Wetzel County Hall 
of Fame in 2016. Foimer West Virginia U. football 
coach Bill Stewart was the first honoree. 

St. C. wins at Ridgewood 
WEST LAFAYETTE -- St. Clairsville bounced 

back from a loss on Thursday to top Ridgewood. 9-2. 
St. Clairsville received solid pitching from Zac 

Vickers. who struck out six and dicln ·1 issue a walk. 
Offensively. the Red Devils got a home run and 

three RBI from Joey Balgo. Mason Myers doubled 
h_ome a run, while Braylcn Blomquist had a pair of 
singles and a RBI. Marcus Bush had two doubles. Jar
en .Starks had a RBI single. Hunter Hoffman singled 
twice. 

Continued from Page C1 
also contain a concession stand and restrooms for 

the fans. as well as restrooms for the press box work
ers. There will also be an elevator and two stairwells. 

'·Ifs going to be a very nice place. It can be used 
for more than just soccer games and football games:· 
he stressed. 

The projected completion date is July 26. 
'·Hopefully that gives us enough time to get moved 

in and get everything organized before we host the 
'·Friday Night Futbol'' on Aug. 12. 

The work is being oversaw by SHP Architects of 
Cincinnati. Hammond Construction and Beaver Con
struction are completing the work. 

Hibbs said two football scrimmages arc planned for 
August. The first home football game will be in Week 
2 against Buckeye Trail. 

Ma.r.gdritavnle lqn~ & ~ca. •Leigh--
continued from Page C1 Odpber 1J ~ ,17; 2022 

E.rtjqy 2 'nights :rdhc ltfargaritavillc 
Re:if)tt'!Ho1fy:u--opd Beach.and 2 rµgb~ 
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tn business for over 45 years. 

Make sure your 
AC is reday to 
beat the heat! 

Barn 5-3134 
Call A Reliable 
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- the area· s premier 
discus thrower - another 
opportunity to compete 
and a chance to reset the 
Nelson Field stadium re
cord. which had stood 
since the Bellaire Relavs 
of 1979. • 

Sechrest and the Big 
Reds haven ·1 had the 
chance to compete in any 
home meets this season 
because of the on-going 
construction at Nelson 
Field. 

However. they were 
given permi'ision to use 
the throwing areas and 
Sechrest made the most 
of his chance. launching 
the discus to a mark of 
189-2. which broke the 
old mark of 185-6 and 
also gave Sechrest a new 
personal and all-time 
Ohio Valley record. 

Thinking outside the 
box to give Sechrest a 
chance to break the re
cord amid the construc
tion deserves to be rec
ogni1:ed. High school 
sports and coaching is 
about the kids and Vallo
ric as well as the Bellaire 



C4 - SUNDAY NEWS REGISTER - Wheeling. W.Va. SPORTS Sunday. May 15. 2022 ' 

Five Finalists Named for OVAC Coach of the Year 
B, SETH ST ASKEY 

.For the News-Register 
Another year of Ohio 

Valley Athletic Confer
ence ,ports has come and 
gone. 

After beim!. held virtu
ally the la<;t two years. the 
annual Banquet of Cham
pion:,, returns to an in-per
son event on Monday at 
WesBanco Arena. 

On top of :,,everal thou
sand dollar, in scholar-

BUTLER IFFT LEGGETT PETTIT TOLZDA 

pass and hit a desperation 
3-pointcr as the horn sound
ed, setting off a wild celebra
tion. The Dragons· win and 
Neely's shot drew national 
attention as it wai; one of the 
Top IO play!- on SportsCen
ter the next morning and 
since then VanTa~sell':i ef
forts in the state tournament 
were recognized in Sports 
Illustrated·~ Faces in the 
Crowd. 

ships and the overall cla,:-. champ1on
,hip awards. the pre:,,entation of the 
annual O\' \C Bill Van Horne Coach 
of the Y car. which includes fall and 
winter sports from the current school 
year ,md the !->pring "ports of 2021. 

The fi,c final1sb for the award arc: 
D.J. Butler (Barnesville baseball). 
Dan Ifft (Dover football). Bnan Leg
gett (Wheeling Park wrestling}, Holly 
Pettit (Cameron girls basketball) and 
Lou --scooter .. Tolzda (Union Local 
~iris basketball). 
~ Here's a capsule look at each final
ist in alphabetical order: 

D.J BUTLER, BarnesYille base
ball - His 14th season at the helm of 
the Shamrocks may end up being his 
most memorable when his career is 
said and done. 

It was during that season when But
ler guided the Shamrocks to heights 
that hadn't been reached since 2004. 
Finishing with an impressive 25-8 
record. Barnesville advanced to the 
Division III state tournament for the 
second time in school history. 

En route to Akron. where the 
Shamrocks fell in the state semifi
nals to eventual champion Cincinnati 
Hilh Chriiaian Academy. Barnes
ville claimed the district and region
al championships. Getting to the re
gional title game was no easy task 
and yielded one of the top games of 
the season when Barnesville edged 
Fredericktown. 3-2. in 12 innings at 
Muskingum Um\'ersity. ~ 

That win set the srnge for a ! 0-7 
victory against Minford to send the 
Shamrocks to the state. 

Butler's club abo qualified for 
the OV AC Tournament. but fell to 
Martins Ferry in the -;emifinals. The 
Shamrocks actually avenged that loss. 

however. by defeating the Purple Rid 
er-, m the district championship game. 

DAN IFFT. Dover football - Thi~ 
veteran Tornado coach make!:> h1.-; 
t'ir-,t appearance as one of the five fi 
nafo,ts. Dover just completed its third 
full school year as a member of the 
OVAC. 

Ifft returned Dover to its usual win
ning ways in 2021. following a rare 
4-5 season in 2020. 

Last fall, the Tornadoes finished 
an impressive 12-1 on the season 
and advanced to the Division III. Re
gion 9 championship where they fell 
to eventual state champion Chardon. 
31-3. 

During the course of the regular 
season. Dover completed an unde
feated campaign with an average mar
gin of victory of 25 points a game. 
The Tornadoes finished second in the 
OVAC Class 5A standings. percent
age points behind University. 

In the playoffs. Dover had a couple 
of close encounters, including an 18-
15 win against Akron St. Vincent-St. 
Mary and then they fended off Auro
ra. 43-42. in the second round before 
defeating Kenston in the regional 
semifinal. 

BRIAN LEGGETT. Wheeling 
Park wrestling - In his fourth year at 
the helm of the Patriots. Leggett re
turned Park to its glory days. 

With a lineup stacked with talent. 
Park. which was stare runnerup in 
2021, rolled through the West Vir
ginia Class AAA regional with an 
astounding 277.5 point'>. En route 
to that total. the Patriots qualified ali 
14 of ib wrestlers to the state tour
nament. 

In Huntington, the Patriots d1dn 't 
slow down. They produced five state 

c h a m • pions and 
nine tot:.I placers. Add that up and it 
re•mlteu 111 207 .5 point:-.. which was 
a run-awav winner for the !:>late tit le. 
which was the seventh in school hi~
tory. but first since 2006. 

Before entering the postseason. 
Park flexed its muscles locally, too. 
Leggetfs squad won the overall title 
at the Ron Mauck OV AC Wrestling 
Championship and then claimed the 
5A title in the OV AC Bill Hingard
ner Dual Championships. The Patri
ots also finished undefeated in the 
prestigious Park Duals in December, 
claiming the title for the first time 
since 2007. 

HOLLY PETTIT, Cameron girls 
basketball - This marks the second 
consecutive season that the Dragons 
head coach is among the five finalists. 

It also marks the second straight 
season she led her team to unmatched 
heights. 

The Dragons finished the season 
24-4 and claimed the school's first 
state championship in girls basket
ball. The title didn't come easily. 
however. 

After cruising past Hundred and 
Tyler in the ~ectional and regional 
finals. respectively. the Dragons ar
rived in Charleston. Thcv took care 
of River View. decbivcly, in the 
quarterfinal. 7 4-43 and then Tucker 
County. 51-44, in the semifinal. 

That "ct the stage for the game that 
will be miked about in the Man,hall 
County community for years to come. 

Trailing Gilmer County. 50-48 
with just a handful of seconds on the 
clock. Ashlynn VanTa).sell. wiping 
tears from her eyes. calmly sank a 
pair of free throws to tie the game. 

Maci Neely then stole the in-bound 
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Cameron also repeated a\ 

Cl.1..,, l A OV AC champions. defeat
ing Beallsville. 66-32. in the title 
came. 
~ LOU "SCOOTER" TOLZDA. 
Union Local girls basketball - This 
veh!ran coach has been listed among 
the five finalists for this a ward before. 
but this is the fir-;t time as a girls' bas-
ketball coach. ~ 

Tolzda. a long-time boys hoops 
coach at Beallsville. River. Monroe 
Central and Meadowbrook. accepted 
the girls job at Union Local and took 
O\·er a team that was on the cusp. He 
got the Jets over the hump. 

Tolzda guided the Jets to an im
pressive 23-4 season. which included 
the school's first trip to the OHSAA 
State Tournament in any team sport. 
regardless of gender. The Jets' girls 
program had never e, en been to the 
regional tournament prior to thb sea
son. 

En route to Dayton. the Jets won • 
the Buckeye 8 and OV AC Class 3A 
titles in blow-out fashion. 

They then won their first three tour
nament game, with the OHSAA mer 
cy rule 111 effect before knocking off 
Tusky Valley 111 the district champ1• 
onship game. 

In the regional. the Jets took down 
Wheelcrsburg. which had been ranked 
No. l in the final Division III Asso
ciated Press Poll. 56-45 to set up a 
date with Fairland in the Elite 8. The 
Jets built a 19-pomt lead in that game 
before having to pull out a 69-6 7 vic
tory on a Reagan V111s;kovich shot. 
which set off a wi Id cclebr,1tion. 

In the state tournamem. the Jets 
ran into a buusaw in eventual state 
champion Cincinnati Purcell Marian. 
The Jct:,, fell, 59 43. 


