










































































































































































































PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Brittany Hocker (Alhlclc - 2000sl 

llrilla,ry 11".-k~r 41lndgepon High School. Class of 20041. n,e 
Bridgeport Bulh:1. .as sh..: was 111ck11amcd thmn~ her prep 1n11,.'k and 11dd 
days. sci lhi..· Slm\<latd for female sprinti'l!! rn the Ohio Va k, and lhc 
st,ltc of' OhlO. • 

Ho<.·kct huts.I 011101hc scene in 2001 \\hen she won the 2.00 mctcrdm•h 
al 1);1v1011 • :-. Wckomc "..ladlum ;1s .1 freshman E:irhcr in tlrnl stale lllC\.'I. 

she fiili!'r>hc<l second in the tOO-mctcr <fash. 
That l(NJ mi.:-lc.•r r.1c.·c pru\.cd to he lhc lin,il 1un1,,: she lose in thm l!'vcnl 

for the l':111:1 ndcr of her prep 1..·uf\•1.·r. Hock\'r "as undL'lcmcd dur1n~ h-..r 
-.ophomon.· .Junmr and senior scaS(11s ll lhc -ihort sprint PriM 10 the slate 
Ii m . ~he lrnd hccn 11nh•cmishcd as a fn:shinmt ltX) 

As :;,i sopho 11orc~ Hod~cr i101chcd her first ilt1le c.·hamp on~h(p 11 the I()() rnctcrs, hill 
sculed l\•r sec.·und in 1h1..· :?00 

Hock,:r ,,7 s i1 fou r-I11nc C)VA( • { !ass I A 100-meh.'"r dash ct,amp1U11 .ind thri.:e-tm\L~ Cl,;1ss 
I A !00-metcr champion Th\m~h she IIC\Cr nm lhe rnc:c in the pnsl~c;;ison. Hoc"l,.'r was 11 
tlm:c-timc OVAC Clas:,, I A -1-00 meter ch:tmp1u1L 

A:-. a l)n.'J> sprinter. Hocker s ,>l:rson.,I Ol.!st m lhc 100 w;1s 11 81 sccrn1ds. Thal stood as ;1 

stale record i I Division (II umll .:!011. Her marl. wbicti \\.as SL'I .: urmg 'hi.:r scnior~c,son 
s1d l s1ands as :1 srntc- mcel n:cord. 

Her 200 l>l:rsonat lX'st hllll' nl :?4.12 is also a st:uc meet rcc<,rd. She scl 1hoH in 2004- when 
she completed her second c;onsc(.·tui,·<." sprim S\\eep. 

Alh:r high sch<X,I. HockL•r 01>1cd to c.·ontinuc her lrnck and field rarccr ill the l 'ni\'crsity 
or Akron "·here shi: pul forth cul 11n1ln:-.sivc c;1rcer. l!arning .tll • \lid Amcrk;m Confcn·m:c 
honors. She was the l'\·tA(" Indoor ,md Outdoor con(crcnce chm11Ilm11 i11 tht.: ""'00 111 2,(H.)8 
She set the Akron school rcnu·d indoof for the -Kl() and pl:1ecd in both lhc LOO ;md 400 in 
~005 c1s -il lruc fo,.-shman As a eollegia1l' runner. Ho,c.·k1.•r rocuscd more on lhc -UK> :md SCI 
th1.· Akron T\:c.·ortl for holh 111door and outdoor co111r1'.:ti1io11 with times of"◄ "\4:) (1ndoort ,md 
5➔ .12 1outdoor1. 

Alona: \'- ith track and 1il-ld. Hocker' also c;u•ncd lcucrs durins her high S<.·hool "·arl!l.!f in 
haskcthall. 

Class 
of 

2016 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Spon.wred hy Robinson Auto Group 

John Nese (()VAC Contrihulorl 
Jr,/111 ,\ 'cse tbis1 l'ins'>tirgb Higll 'M.·h<X>I. Class or 19561. 'li,acher 

('tn1\il .. offidal ... hroadc;,s1er. He"s done th1.·m ,111 
\\ hik spending 5➔ years in ihe educ.Ilion lidd. 'Jcsc nx1d1cd hoys/~irls 

haskcthall ,md haschall: followed ihai up wid1 a fine n!Tid:11ing can:er and all 
lhe while worh·d "s a r.i.<lio hm:ukastcr. 

In haskcthaU. hi: hcgan his <:o-.u:hing L'an.'er at Poll;1nsl'>CL' SL Attthony 
( I 9/i0-61 l. wi1111ing ihe \\'. Va. Class B S1:11e l'aiholic Cham1>ionship wiih 
a 17~5 n.·cord. After two ,·cars 11961 63) as ;111 assist:mt at East PillshUrl!h 
Hi1h - ht:-= :1lrm1 mati:r - tiL~ cmHL' lo Steuhc11villc C:11holic Cc111ral '"·hen: i,c 
co.acht.'tl lhc ho\"s· te;uu 10 n:ars ( r96.'-7.lt with a 121-87 R.'cmi.l: thrcL· SL'C.'• 
tion:iJ 1i1lcs.1hf"t.'<..' tfo,1ric.-t litk·s ~me.I one OVAC championshi1> C 197') when hls S<lllitd c.-0111pilc.·d ~L 

:?~ -:! o,·L·mll rt--cor<l - the.· hcsl ut sdtool h1s1on - led h, forlm-.. Hall of hm1er Jun \\(xxl. 
He later rc111mcd tn the hardwood ;1s lhl.!' '-;tC°uh,:n,·illC Ca1holic.· girl:-.' <.·oac.·h 119~7 l)()t . posting. 

a :-i6- IO n:-cord ,,. 1th two Sl..~honal tillcs: two OVAC crowns t 1988 :md ·}{(h :md the school's best 
rt-.:ord (21-2 in -~9). 

He dosclJ 0111 his hoo~· c.·oaching ,,·tth the Indian Cn:ek JL111Ior h,~h ~1rCs' 1c;u11 ( 1995 .2(Xl7) 
whcn.~ hi: won an additiorml J 16 gmncs .ig;t1ll'i.l ..U:) !os~•s. 

He was named Co:\ch of the \e:ir 11111ltcplc times ut the r.ascem D1strkt :md l)istnct C. and 
wa, sdceicd '" ihe co-coach of the l 'niled S1:11e, All-Siar.- for ihe 197.i Dapper D,111 Roundh.all 
('1:.is~ic in Pilt!-bu~h. 

111 baseball. Nc:,;c t.-o,~dk.'d '-iteube11v1lle c·.ath<,lk fn.,m 1<)(13 7~ \\·1th :1 sparkfot~ l<J7,77 t\."\'tll\l. 
Hts 1c:1rns won SC\"CII scct1onals. livc distrk·ls and tlllc n:gional. li:11ish111g as 1hc.> state mnncr·uI> Ill 
Shaker Heights 111 1965. His l974 S<.1uad posted:, school-hcst ~~·➔ m·er.1lt 11mrk 

Afk-r rclmng fn.,m coadung. Nesc wantt..'ll lo n:mui11 doS1..· 10 h1,gh ~hool ad1lc1k·s and hc1..·;rn1c 
ti baschall/sof1hall 11111p1n· He was a res1>l:ctcd IIIL'mhcr of th;11 pmtcssnm as \\CU. anc.[ w;1s hon­
on.·d 10 work rn 10 cons.i..-cut1ve ()H'-;AA Stace Snith.ill Toun1c11nc111s H'I: ,llMl SCl'\'1..'<.I as Hll instmc 
t<)r with tl}I.' 'ih!11hcnv1lli! l ~mpir'\.'s Ass,,cl..1lun1.~eS1: also had a JO-plus )C:1r c.·aR·i:r :1:-. ;1 \\ ,;,,;·1·v 
r.1dio pla) hy I>l:1y announcer ;md L'olor t·ommi:nl:11or. worki11g counllL'S'i l("k.11h.1II. haskt.'lball mKI 
American l...cgi<>ll baseball g.:uncs, 

This marks ~esc·s sixlh Hall of Fo1111e sclc(·tion. Hc"s also in the Ohm Hich S\:"hool BaS4.:h.aCI 
Co,1c-h11.·s Asso..:i:uion ( 19~ I). lhe Easl Boru._ {'ho,ptt.:r of 1hi.: Pl!1msylv:U11:l sj)(.ll1S H:1lt of Fame 
1 I 9S<,r. the OHS AA OITieials Hall of hune r 9961: lhe Disinct 5 11.tskell~,II C<Su:hes A,,.._ ialiou 
H:111 of f.une C:2(X)6): ~md the Fr.i.m,:iSL·an ( 'nivcr.--itv Hall of t=;Hltl· (:2008). 

Al E.is.t Pinst,urgh cP~, I High. Nesc wns :1 thn."C yc.ir km:nnan ;111d L'O·L':lllrnin of 1he Chts!\­
B Pe1111 ... yl\"arn.1 s1.111..• mnnL'r up. He gradu.llL'd fmm tfll· Collcgi: or ~lculll:11,·Hli: m 1960 wlwn.· 
he ,,·as .a four ,·car kucnnan a11d .i member of the '-:o. I ranked snmCI collcl.!c- haskclh.ill 1e,,111 
' ll)S" 5~1 :md.1eam t·o-cap(aUI ,lS il ~nior He oht,tinc-d h:-: ma,11..·r"-. d~1•r'\_'~ from the,; l lll\("l"S1(\ 

of Dn~tnn i1, 197➔ • 

Ted Talkington (Alhlclc. zoos, 
1"rd 1;,tk/111111111 1~1agnolia High SduK>I. Class or ~00-lt. This Blue 1-'.1gle 

prodm.:t nmld \ 111111) ~·ore the h;1~ki:thal I duti 11~ his prcJ> ca~L'r. 
~lagnoli:1\ ,tll-time scorin~ h:aUer 1i111sh1.!d lu-. c.:arel!r with :!.OZ➔ po;n1s. 

\vluch wa\ mor\' than 600 1>olnl:- lll•ller 1ha11 his ncarcsc c.·ompctllor As a 
scmor. la k111gl(11~ s<.:on:<l al a J.I pc."'lints per ~Wllll' (·hp. wluch followed up a 
,unior season in which he Ixnm:d 111 2.9..' points a comcs, 

l>urin~ the 200,l -(l-l camI>mgn. 'lalk111t!lon csi.:,hl1shed his L'ar'\.'\:-r-high JXlnU 
tnl:ll \\Cl 1--1-;=.. As:, scmor. hc :-hol ~~ Jl\:rc.:c,;nt fmm thl~ foul line and COlllh!:<.h...'d 
(~II ()"+ I lr\'-t.'·POi111ers 

'lo1tkm;,!-lc.m"s i:ame w:1sn't lumh.:d to scoring. ho,,·c'-·er He c1l..._1 .;wcrn~L•d 
--. .S :1ss sis. S..'i 1\.·hou 1d'.'\ and ~-7 stca:,,; 

Alon~ wi I• lemhn~ 1hc ,1;1IL" 111 ~·onn~ 1,,1-t.·c . including lhc 20()"" .. ()J :-:i::1!i-on. h1.; he pcd , u1de 
the H uc 1-::~a:;lcs to ll1L Clas, AA state champio11sh1I1 Hy dn111.g rhat. he hecame Just on(' of li,e 
~lounc:u11 Seate pn.xlm:ts lo ,1t·crnupl1sh 1hc ICa1 ,joming the likes of kl'T) \\est. OJ ~-ta) o . H1.:"rb1c 
lln•>ks and Bill ~laph1> . 

1";.1 km~ton\ afon.!menl1<11Ji..'d c.·an:L·r-poi111 to1:1l ranks 16th in \\est Virginia histor) 
He w,1s ;1 I 1rst 1c:un all stmc sclc"·tion as both -' junior :md senior ou1d c.·ap1ainL·c.l the leam ("'IIJth 

sc.lsons, He \.\-as :• se<:ond IL'illll all stale p1c.·k ;,fter lus senior sc;1~011 He wa:-: a so :111 aU 0\AC 
and all-Valley performer. captaining 1hc :111-Vitlk~ team t,, 1cc. 

H"· at~1 SL"Or'\.'d :m JXlints in helping West Virgum1 rnlJy for c, 92-8 2 , 1c1ory m the ~amucl A. 
Mumk) OVAC All-Siar (;ume. 

Aflcr hti;h s1.·Jmol. ·n,lklnglon 1umcd down SC\crnl L'olkgm11.· offi.;rs to accepl 1111 ac;:ldenuc. 
sdml.irshtp ,md w;1lk on s5x1t :ti \\c:,.I V11)!_111i;1 l ·niversiC} H.: lllay\.·d 111 46 g..1111cs durmg his 1..·;:ircer 
w11h the \tnu11t~11111:c:rs ,md lcncrcd l\Vl\.'C He was :1 m~mher of" Vl l"s ~minnal llw11a11011a 
·n.1unmlllL'III ch;unI1ionship tc.im 111 2007 

Hi: opled !lot to Jll:ty haskerhall during his 1im1l season of L'11~1h1lil). dcelulg 10 cnroU 1ft mt:thca 
sc.·hool alter gr..1dua1in~ with a degn:c in che1111stl) v. th:, 4 0 gmdc Ixunt ,wcra,;.: 

Atong \\·11h his h;1skc:1hall pnm:css. Talkmgton was a standout for lhe Blue: t-:;,g1c~- footbal, 
team He was twice 11:uned :di OVA(' - a li~l-leam sclcctlon ns a Jumor ;uu.l honor.1h e 111em1on 
ptek as ;, s,:niof. 

Bob Koch (()\'AC hmilyl 
Ht1hl.1x·l1 (John ~larslo1II H,f h 'idllx>I.Cl.issnf 1971 1. Ba,·k 111 :!{)()() when 

h~ n.!lm:-d fmm Cam.:m11 Hi~h 1-idm'->I. Koch oftCred :t 1dlin1 quoh.:: .. \I) 
~oal h~1s a w.iy~ bi..'t."n lo li:a\·c this a lx:lh::r 11I:.cc 1ha11 II \\as when I found 1t •• 

In Koch\ c:1SL'. ~\l'')" f\t.'n: he's lll-.:n and e\c1-yonc he "s knm, ,, It.is hci:11 
bccter for :t.. ,111c.l I 1;11 L'crlainl, indudes everv l.:"omer of the Oluo Valle, 
A1hlc11c C'onkn:nc.'c. ~ • • 

His us..,o:i;uion ''-ilh 1hc coillcn.!111..-c c.1mcs l1.1ck to 1981 wl'tl.'n bc-gan hdJlnlg 
wilh 11k: h;mds•l)II takm;1tit,11s llf the S<..'0cc:- al Ill\.· ( >VA\ Ron \lau1..•k \Vn!stl ng 
(oumcuncnt. a mlot: he lilk.-d ft.lr l 1e next ~) )·cars unti the tt."sults \ •'Cr\.'" C\n1l-

F 

1x1lcnll..'tl At that ,xmn. he t·on1i111111.."<I 10 assl:-:t hy \\rotki,1l? the.: hullpcn an:a He 1\.'<.\.'1\"Cd the OVA{' 
(ounmmi:nl ",l·J'\.·iw Award 1n 1998 itlld ll'tC' OVAC'H.M.1mm1k.:nt Din:ctor ~ Aw:1rd 111 2014. 

Ko,:h h:1, lk..-cn 0111he OVA(' Exccutilie Hnard-thc g\1\'Cnii11g b.xly oftlk!' bi -slate con1'cn:nL·e 
- -.mcc I 9S9. fir°'.'I a:- thi:('! • ..-;.s: A n:pl\"Sc:1Uati\'1.' :u1d llt1.:n as 1hc (ia tll'.: Din:dor,,f the ()VAC Rud}' 
\lumlc\ All Star t--nothal ( ialllL', 

II ·s 11i thou mle - om: h1.. assumed ·n 200l - 1h:u he has shined :tho\"1.: all ol!'tl.'rs due to 1he v:1sl 
undc.:nakrn~ of the c,-c-111 mm the sclcc1ion of cootd1es :md ph1y.:r.,;,. (."tXlrdin:,111~ the "'1.."Ck-li.mg 
ram1> \\h1d1 is rum:111ly ,lt Bethany c·o11L~g.c to all of the g,u11t:-rcl.1led UL'tivitic:s whidt iake pl.1('«: 
lhc WL.-ck of lhc game 

~l·,1-.:c1cd for lus 0I1111Ions mtd his kntlwkdge of 1l1t: hi"cory of Ille c.·rn1ICn:rll~. K,·c:h h,1s ;1lsc.1 
lk.."t:"rt ,, IIIL'nther of 1he OVAC Hnll or Panll' {'rn11mi1tL.-c and the OVA( ~1uscum Cornmitte.: for 
scvcrt1I years 

Koch gr.1d11:ued fnun \\est Vir'!!inia l 11iwr...ity ai1d later obwi11L'<.I his mt1stcr·~ dcgn:c in math 
cd11L'.tl1<111 then:. Hi.: !\pcnc oni: }c;1r at ~Jarti ns h:fl) Migh he.fore moving on lo C 'amen.m \\ her\.' 
he h1..•c;m a J).vc;u ,•;u\..'\'.r as ;i nl-illh tc:id1cr. He assum~'<I th.: mk of athletic din..-ctor i 1l 1989 
;ind s1)l',11 1hc 1~_\I ~) yt·:1rs guiding lhe Dr:.igons • a1hll·1ic progrant~ lo coumlcss suc.·ccsSc.'s and 
fm.:ili1ics upgr.,des hcf(m: rel iring i11 2(X)9 Koch alsl• spent scVCl';lr years :1s an :,ssisu11tt Wn!~tli11g. 
co,1ch at CHS under thc.> hi!..!hh-s~lcc.·cs~ltll Jim Pot:-.. 

He "il.'l'\·c<l as 1.:"0•Chajnn;ln <)f 1he t=rien<ls of C:uncn:111 F1x,1h;1II i.:vcm thr sh vc.ars. ,mu wa~ ;1 

sp,."Cial honon.'C of lhctt .!!J'l1t11l in :?O I) l()r his comnhu1io11s. • 

Jimmy Mountain <Medial 
Jame~ ,1. ·•Jimmy" 1\fmm1ui11 (SI. John Ct:mral High Sdmol. Cla~s of 

I9.'l I l. You midll sa, he ··looked down l"mm the mouru:,i11·· as for :1s Ohio 
Valley journali;ls WL:n: c.·tH1L'l't1K·d. 

~t,,um:un chmmdL•d th'-' C\"t:111-. or 1hc ,,n:a - ho1h in ;u1d oul or the 
:t1f1k(ic n:~tlm w11h p:inic.:ular emptmsis on the !kll:1in: area. hue he \'-'ti:'> 

wdl-knnwn up and dnwu the rin·r for his writing. style or .1c<.:e111un1i11g. th~ 
posic1...-l' as ,vdl ;1s his li:~"1:1Hlm·} cntcrrnining :md informali'-·c c.·olunms dur• 
ing ne;1d) a haJf 1..·encur~. 

A 1wo-sport .ithlc11..· I r1k)th.all and h:t'ikL•th:111) at SI. John's. h.: l"k.'gan his 
_1ournalis111: c.·,1rccr ri~lH oul or high sdiool ,,·01·li11~ for Gn::ncr Whc\.·ling 
Ho111c T.1n, trnd (hl.' ;\.l:1r1111.._ t--<.'rry Daily Times. He :,;.crvi:d :is S1x,rt!\ Edi1or for what became 
l'hc ·t 1111.:s Li:adcr 1111111 he wm; called into mili1ar) scn·icc in 19~ I during " 1orld War 11, and 
llJ'k>ll l11s n:curn he bc!.!an u lengthy 1cnurc as ht:ad of 1he Hdlaire Hun·au uf that ncws1laIk.:r. 

Ahhough his primary focus shifted 10 11L·ws. he c.·oruinue<.110 Co"lr·er s1x)rtutg ~vcms ;md w~•s :i 
lh llm.· at \Jclson t-icld foot hall gmnes ill\·oh·ing holh Bdl:un: and SI. John ("cntr;,J under mi:di.1 
lefend!-> Hill Vn1l Home ,rnd C11I Pokas. 

~An :11mu1..•ur boxer .ind .l l.rknlL"d softball pitd1er. ,\lotr11t.111t h.id a life fong p:.1ssio11 for 
Amcri<:a11 histor) He w:is a mcmhcr or Sigma l>clta Chi - joumaJism·s homm1ry frateroit) -
mid rc.·c.11.·i\\·d St,;\"L'ra honors includjng the first :\tan of lite 'st.':1r from ,he Bdhun!' Lodge.' 10 
( 'hed1oslo\·.1k 'ioctl..•(\ of Amcrk:i .. thl' ( ·1111ei1 of the 'sc:tr fmm the Bdl.iin: Fr.t(crnal Ortkr 
of Polin· AssOL"l<llcs, .. and was 1ahhed :m lh111or.1r) gr.1<l11ate of Bcll:urc High Sdtoor ;111d \\·;1s 

~l.'lec.·tctl for tlrnl sduM>I\ \\a!I or huttl' He :1lso scn·cd ~,s Clerk or CounL·II for the ,.-11, of 
lk-U:ur1..•. H~ pa,sL·c.l ;1,,;1~ on Jul) 2.J. I9XS :11th<." age of74 • 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Stan Blankenship (Coach) 

Stan Blankenship fN1cholas Counly H1! h School. Class o( I %8). He 
put logcther a resume unrivaled by anyone in lhe girls' basketball coach 
ing ranks. compilmg a record of 5-'1~240 during a career that bt:J an in 
1979 and conunucd until his retirement in 2011. Those lofty numbers 
mak~ him the al l~1ime wi11mr1gesl coach ln girls· hoops m bo1h the Ohio 
Valley and 1he entire s1a1e or West Virginia 

Blankenship's Lad~ Monarchs reached 1he p1m1acle 111 198~ when .,. ... , 
1hey won the West V1rgtn1a Class AAA State Champ1011sh1p with All 
American/OVAC Hall of Farner Amy Gamble as 1he star player 

He also led JMHS to West Virginia Class AAA nmner-up finishes m 1992 and 1994, Under 
his ~u,dance. J;1,1HS "'on 18 sectional Illies and nine regional crowns. 

The l..1:dv Monarchs also won nme OVAC champ1onsh1ps under Blankenship's wa1ch 
( 1981. ·82."·8, . ·84. •g~ '91. ·94, 2000. 20021. The five s1raiJh11i1les from 1981-85 marks 
the longest consecuuve stnng of grrls • conference crowns recorded to daie 

Blankenship saw s,gmlicant changes ,n h,~h school hoops dunni his coach,ng career 
mcludinp the inst,tution of the three point hne: the use of a smaller basketball and lhe move 
of girls baske1baU in Wes, Virginia from fall 10 wmrer He coached an amazmi -IO players 
who went on to play college basketball after graduating from JMHS. 

He also coached in 1he OVAC Samuel A. Mumley A I Siar Classic several tunes and 
received the OVAC's Richard Safficld Girls Basketball Coaches Award in 2005 

Blankenship move 10 1hc area from Nicholas Count) where he was a muhi-sport sundout 
m high school. 

That conunued a, the collegiate level when he a11ended West Virgmia Wesleyan College. 
gradua11111 in 1973 after amassing an unheard•of 13 vars,ty leuers (four in 1rack, four in cross 
country, four in basketball and one m football) 

Na, surpnsini ly. he was mduc1ed into the Wes, Virg,n,a Wesleyan Athlet c Hall of l'ame 
~n ~012. 

Tom West (Coach) 
Tom W,st i Mannington High School. Class of 1957). When he made the 

move to to coach and teach al Valley High. West did so for 1hc long haul, 
After four years al Midv1ew High m Grafton. Ohio. he came to Pine 

Gro,e where he became a coaching msrnuuon. gu1dmg 1hc Lumbcr1acks 
foo1ball learn for a 101al of l6 vcars over two terms his first from I 971 -
2000 and then, after a seven-year absence. he returned from 2008 201 l , 

Dnrm~ his 40 years as a head coach. he amassed a record of 242- 176-1 
mcludmi; a 221 ISi mark al Valley. 

West coached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs I 0 
straight years from 1991-200 and (in1shed as the s1a1e runner-up five limes 
( 1993. ·94_ ·9.5 _ "96 and ·9s, lhs 1993-94-91 reams a I went undefca1ed m the regular season 

The Lumberjacks won OVAC champt0nsh1ps m 1995 and ·97 and captured the Mason-
Dixon Conrcrcn" crown 11 t imes 11979 , 85, 81, 89, 91. 92. 9 ' . 94. 95, 96 and 97) 

West also served as an assis1an1 basketball coach from 1971-81 
The football field a1 VHS is named Tom Wesi Field in his honor. 
West received his bachelor's degree in Educaiion from l'aim1om Stale College in 1961 and 

bis master's degree in Administration from ,\kron University in 1911, 
fie !:><~an his teaching carcc,:r in Midview in 1961 where he was an as~istan1 basketball 

and foo1ball coach and 1hen 1he head football coach from 1967-70 before taking 1he job at 
Valley High. 

Jay Handlan (Athlete - 1940s) 
Joh11 "Jay" Hand/an (Triadelphia Bigh School. Class of 1946). He 

earned 12 varsity leners in live sports for the Little Reds during three 
years - three each in baskeiball, foo1ball and track. two in lennis and 
one in SY,:imming. 

In baskeiball. the 6-fool-2 forward eamed All•Clly and AII-OVAC 
largest Class AA and was all-stale mention. In foo1ball. he was a regular 
end and pumer. After high school. he serv~d rh~ee _years i_n the U.S. Arm) 
before enrolling at Washington & Lee l!mvcrsuy m Lc.,rngton. Va 

Competing for W &L m 1hc Southern Conference - 1hcn a maJor col­
lege basketball league which included West Virginia, Duke. Vi(g1ma. etc . and others w~ich 
bmke off and fonned the Atlantic Coast Conference he left hts mark as one of 1he all-ume 
mos1 prolific baskc1ball ~corers m maior college history. 

He became only the 1hird maior college player 10 score more than 2.000 career pomls by 
capping his 94-game career with 15 points against WVU m his final game to reach 2.002. He 
averaged 2 I .6 pom1s for hLs career 

As a junior. he averaged 26.2 points to nose out WVU AII-Amencan Mark Workman for 
second place nauonally. He also led the nation in free 1hrow shooting (86%1 and set an "ICAA 
record with 18 for-18 against Virginia He also scored a school. and Southern Conference. 
record w11h 66 potnls (~9 in the firs1 hall) - then 1he 1hird highes1-ever major college mark 
- aga,ns1 Fum,an. In thai game, he took 71 goal allemp1s (making .10 ►. which remains 1he 
oldest Division I NCAA record on 1he books. 

Handlan earned Helms Founda1ion ,\II-America as a junior and was 1wi~ All-Southern 
Conference As a senior. he also t>.:came a k1cker,pun1er for the foo1ball team and was offered a 
u;·ou1 wult the Cleveland Browns He also lettered m track. 

He was drafted bv the NBA lndianapohs Olympians. bur opted to play ,n 1he National 
Industrial Basketball League with 1he Akron Goodyear W1ngfoo1s. He played four years and 
was an NIBL ,\II-Star in 1954 

In 2015. he was inducted into 1he Ci1y of Wheeling Hall of Fame. 

Et -

Dave Linn (Coach) 

Da•• Linn !Zane Trace High School. Class of I 971 ,. Linn made his 
mark as 1he Buckeye Tratl High c irls' basketball coach for a decade 
( 1976-86). including am amazing four year run of appearances n the 
OHSAA Stale Toumamen1 ( 1978-81 ) 

Trails 1918 squad pos1ed a 22-1 overall record, defealin, Smithville 
(41 381 in lhe Class A stale semifinals before falling 10 Ada (51 -39) in 
the championship game 

The 1979 team reached the pinnacle. defeating Fort Loramie i56-l81 
m the stale semifinals and then downmg Holgale (5 !-32) 111 the C.ass A 
championship ramc 10 complele a 23 2 record season. 

The Lady Warriors weren'1 finished. returning 10 1he --Final Four"" m 1980 where the beat 
Portsmouth Clay 159-441 in the semifinals before falling 10 Mansfield s, Peier's 161 -5"1 m 
overtime) in the title game for a final 26-1 record; and 1hen mak1111 IC back to the champion• 
ship game again in 1981_. lopping Edgerton 111 58) m the semis and losine another heart 
breaker 154-52) 10 Anna m the finals for a 23-4 final record 

Dunng his 10 )ears as the Trail girls' coach, he compiled an impressive 2 11-:11 record. 
an 85 percent victory ra1io. Trail also won the OVAC Class A &iris" champ1onsh1p m 1984 
under Linn 

Arter some ume off. he had a 12-ycar run as the Trail boys· coach (1999-2010). amassing 
I 19 wms mcludmg 1hree or four secuonal champ1onsh1ps and a d1s1nct litle.'regional appear­
ance in 2009 Lmn-coached boys· teams won the Pioneer Valley Conforcnce title outright m 
2005 and shared the crown with Fronucr and Shenandoah in 2010 The 2005 team also won 
the OVAC Class 2-A crown. 

Dunng his career Linn was selected --coach of the Yea,· at various umes in 1he Eastern 
Disirict and Di<trict 12 and he was selected to coach m the OHSBCA Nonh-South All-Siar 
Game in 1982 

A charter member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Tra I Athletic Hall of Fame n 1996. 
hes served as the Dis1nc1 12 Basketball Coaches Association Secre1ary/Treasurcr and as the 
Pepsi.'Districl 12 All Star Game Director for many years. A i\raduate of Rt0 Grande ~ ollegc, 
he was District 12·s selecuon for the Ohio Hich School Basketball Coaches Assoc1auon Hall 
or Honor in 2013 and was inducted in10 the D stnct 12 Baske1ball Coaches Ass« ialion Hall 
or Fame 111 2015 

Andy Cross <Official) 
A11dy Cross (Morgantown High School. Class of 1972). One of the more 

recognitable orric1als of the Ohio Valley. Cross enJoyed a remarkab e career 
calling the action in baseball. baske1ball and later in volleyball 

HIS officiating career began as a studem at Bethany Col ler.e whea he 
decided 10 follow m the roo1s1eps of his father who had worked football. 
baskelball and baseball games III the Morgantown area. wi1h his youni son 
accompanying him to many of the evenls. 

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond. Among the highlights were 
23 regional and 13 state tournament assignments in Ohio and 10 regional 
and J l state tournaments in \\est Virginia. He also umptrcd the MiluOO 
A I-Siar Series in Ohio eight rimes. The rinal game of his career came m the 2013 West 
Virginia S1a1e Toumamenl. 

His basketball officia1ing spanned 31 years. On the Ohio side. he had 13 regional and 1hree 
state assignments in girls hoops and seven regional assignments in boys'_hoops while in_ West 
Virginia. he worked nine regionals and thn..--c s1alr.: toumamcnts for the girls and f 2 regionals 
and two state 1ournamen1s for the boys. 

Cross was 1he 2009 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials Award presented al 
1he OVAC Samuel A. Mumlcy All-Star Basketball Classic and was honored with the District 
I 2 Baske1ball Coaches Association "Official of the Year"" award in 1997. 

In 1he lauer stages of his officiating career. he added volleyball 10 the mi, and worked eight 
years. includmg many games a, the lOumamcnt level in both states. 

In addition 10 his on-rield/court work. Cross also served as presidenl, secre1ary. interpre1er 
and class ins1ructor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice-presidem and 
interpreter or the Ohio Valle_y Board of Basketball Officials._ He was ~lso a member of the 
National Federa11on of Officials (NFOA) m both West V1rgm1a and Ohio. 

Cross was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Eddie Becker (Athlete • t9SOs> 
Eddie Becker(Wheehng High School. Class of 1950).A four-year Wildcat 

basketball player. he was the most highly honored player on 1wo le ams which 
played m West Virginia S1a1e Championship games in th~ large-school Class 
A. As a Junior, the ·cats fimshed state runner-up 10 Fa1nnon1 Senior. As a 
senior. Wheeling capped a 25 0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame 
coach Everett Brinkman with the last of five titles and a stale finals' wm 
over Elkins. 53 50. 

Becker. a two-time All.State Tournament pick. earned first team all-class 
All-Slate as a senior as well as AII-OVAC larges1 Class A and All-City hon-
ors. He averaged 16.1 points as a Junior and led 1he ·ca1s as a senior wi_th . . 
more 1ha11 20 poirus a game - rare for that era. He scored 20 or more points seven limes wnh 
a high of 29 as Wheeling avernged 64 poin1s per game. He also played football. 

Recruited by West Virginia U .. he left his mark on the WVU record books. The 6-foo1 forward 
led the freshman team in scoring with a 25-point gait. The dead-eye jump-shooter leuered 1hree 
times on the varsity and ended a 75-game career wi1h LI 27 points ( 15 ppg) - 1he second most 
in school history at the lime He averaged 18.7 as a senior when he was team MVP. He also 
earned All-Sou1hem Conference second team and was selec1ed to the All-SC Tournament team. 

At the lime he graduated. he was one or 19 players listed 011 1he All Time WVlJ Team charts. 

l~ 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Neil Habig (,\thlclc - l'JSOs> 

,\'~ii Habig L\\ hcding (\·n1r;1I IHgh School. Class of J()5.i1. ,\11 
honored h1:;.h s<.:htx,I and co l!!gc roo1ball I•laycr. he comJk.'IL'd longer 111 
111a1or pm foorhall 1h,1i. .;1ny :\l:1mo11 K n1~ht in h1s1ory. 

As :1 Im:p s..:nior. tlu.: ~fortins FCIT)' native ..:-arncd lir.-t 1c:u11 all•st.ir 
lu.mors on l!\'Cr) digihlc sch:ction - \If-Valle) ··mg '-;(,:hool". All­
OVr\C faf\:CSI Class ,,.\,\. and 1hc tivc-sd1ool All,Ci1y 1cnm. Rmcd 1hc 
"'h!!sl dcfrnsi\:..:- end"" in OV hy coaches who selected All•Vi,llcy. 1hc 
two-way L'lld .tml punier was 1hi: m1> bk·,d;.cr on a run-orh:1111.•d team and 
landed four 1oui;hdow11 passc,;,. 

The 6 -l'ool. ;9().1'J<.11111dcr hclp,:d the '.\lal'ornl K111ghts w111 chcil' tir'>l -cvcl' ()V \( ("I~•"-'- -\A 
1larg.cst cl:,ss ;tt the 111111.•) lltli:. with ~111 S t rcronf. The tom.• loss w;1s U•7 to I0-0 rcrord 
lk1w • .-ood 1 inion. 1h-: OV,\( · ('lass ,\ 1.·h,11npion which limshcd .1s 1he slate runnt:'Ml(l 

lie "'"amcd ;1 scholarship 10 1•urdue Univcrsily where he pl:1ycd ho1h "·ays bu1 "'as conn:tt­
nl. on uffcnsc.·. from end 10 rcnlcr. \ lhn:c·)car k1tcr111;111 ;md two•)C;lf stanc.·r al c,:ntcr- inc.· 
had:cr-dl'l'Cnsi\'L' L"nd. he wa:-. selected as h!illll MVP :is il scnioron .i rosier whkh ha<l J.'.\ ()hio 
V,1lk~ 1m.w.h11;:s l11~h1cJing OV,\C lfall of Fame htlll(l~cs ~k'k :'1.-lumli:y ,111(( K.cnny \.lik\'s. 

1 lahig. a Scl."ond team i-\11,Bi~ li.•n Conkrcnce selc.•ction. pla)L"d in ;he Scnmr Buwl ,\11-Slnr 
game He \1,.·as cJrafte<l h) the <,n:en Ba) Packers. hut op1..:-d for the Cmrn1..lto.rn Footba11 Le:1gu..:-. 

lie played seven seasons ( I lJ.58-<>-l) as a 1.·cmer-linchad.cr wi1h 1he Saska1chcwm1 
Rou~lmders ~md w~as ;1 donun:uu pl:tyer at hes pos111on. Uc was :, CFL r\ll-S1ar ccn11.:r u1 
196:'.. 1hc first year 1his honor w:1s aw:trdcd. and a Wcs1cm Conforcncc ,\II Stm sh limcs 
,\s il linchackc."r. he \\!.lS 11oied for his pass CO\!Crng~ .tud had 10 1>ass i1ucrcc11uons mduding 
~h iu l 9<iJ. 

Ben Wiley (i\lhlclc • l'J60s) 
He11 •rile_\' (Powh..uan IH~h Sd100I. Cl.tss of 1<)6.'\). lk· led his 1cam w 

the -;choof '-; bcsl C\'C:f h:tskc1h;1J I SC.l~Otl C :?0 I) and Oil I} ti ntx·aicn I I S-0) 
n·gular season in s.c.·hool his1ory. 

l11e 5,f(Mn•lJ, l:'!0•I1m1nd guard was a four-year player who scon.•d ncar• 
ly I . )<>O tarccr 1>oincs for 1h-: lndimts ,\s a -;cnior. he a,,.erc1~l.·d 1S 8 ~:k.llllts 
a g;unc ;ind was namcd Ohio l ·p, Cla~s ,\ Play..:r uf th .. • Year for the lt.."am 
coachcd hy l .ou Blumhn~. latc.•r a hc.•ad coa,:h of 1 be \\ hl.-cl I11i;. tronmen 1•ro 
flXlthall temn Wiley was ~1 lwo-tmlc .\11-0V.\C Cl;1ss ,\ choice and lahhc<l 
..:o~cap1atn as a SL'nior and cap1a111 as a junior ·111c two-lime \ll~Discnct 
honon:c also was a tirs1 11.•am ;\U•Oh10 dmt..:c hy lxHh Thc ,\ssoc.:iated 
Press and llnih:d Press f11tc.·rnatio11al .is a sc.·nmr. 

In l'J(1.'.\. 1hc.• Indians shared 1he OV,\C Class \ crown w11h l>adcn Cu> and endcd wuh a 
:!:0- 1 record :1.l'ti:r howin~ 10 "ilrashlll"'J. ?'\.(,I in 1hc Class \ l)is1r11;1 to11ma111cn1. 

In Oasc.·hall. hc was a s..:nior rc~ular on lh..: ~erond Indians· lcam 10 win an Ohio Uth:. The 
Indians ~uh.im:ed io th~ regional tournament ;111 four }'Cars t 1')60-6.\} <luring \\'iii:>\: 1,,',Lr\.'\.'r. 
The (<)(,.l 1-:am. coach('d h~ Frank Bl;ual. 1.·appcd a 15-! n.·..:ord s..:oa'\cm hy winning. 1hc.· Ohio 
Class,, crown \\.'ilh a J-0 championship ~mm: win lWer Dublin :~fter downi1~g Spencerville.-. 
~-l. in thc s..:milinaJs. 

Wiley. fl St,.·uior cl;1ss pn:sidc.~111 ;rn<l honor s1udc.·111. ;:mc••ded Ciairnon C"oUt..~ge i11 Eric. Pa .. 
mid pl;iycd haskc1ball for four years. The pl;1ymakcr .ivcrn_gcd I0.6 Ix•ln1s as a senior with a 
high gamc of ~S poin1s. 1 lc sl·on:d S96 poi ms in his co.trccr and w;,1s i11dul.'1cd imo thc Gannon 
S1>ons lt~,ll or F.uue tn 1986. 

After g:r,nlu;11irn1. he n:1n;1i11..:d i11 the Etie arc.·;1 ;u1d hcl':11llc ;,1 d\·ic leader who w;1:- rcrog· 
ni1.cd lllultiplc times including thc munin.g or a ~,uhlic huildin~ after him. lk died in :200-l. 

Jim Woofter (,\(hlclc - 1970s) 

Jim lfo11ft,r (Oak Cilcn lliih S,ht~>I. Class of 1'!7.1). lie earned 1hc 
honor of l'k.'<.'oming the lirst OoJ<lcn Brar ,uhlctc.· 111 .ttlain All-,\mcric;m 
honors. (!aruini;. those plaudits for his ~rid ~rc~uncss ;11 linchat..·kcr. l"l'lllc.'r 
and fullback. 

1'11.: 6 .! . .'.!::!5-1x1umkr wa"i a zw<HIm-: firs, 1cam alt .;1;uc ;111 OV,\C 
:md aU-Valle.') honol\!c \s ~ scmor, h1.• wa~ l'aptam of the al 1-V;1Jl1.."} ··Big 
~l'110ol .. dc.'ll't1siv(! team ;1n<l runn~r-up for the I lunt ,\\\.·.ird. cmhlcm.itk 
of 1hc:- stmc ·s iop rtncman 

.. \s a scruor. h1.· n:cordcd I:?() tac.'kks. ~•) assIs1s. livc fumhlc rc.·cmrcncs 
and fort:..:d s1, fumhfos in hdping 1he Gold-.•11 lk,1r~ 10 ;1 7-.' ri..•1:md The 11maoous <ll'fcnd,:r 
rli!gis1crcd 86 solo Lai..·kks. ➔6 assists. t:11!I11 ta(,.kks for loss1:s, 1hn:c fomhk l\:\'OYcrics ,llld four 
11Hercepuons ;1s a i unlor. 

\\oofler\ s11;ui.li11g foothall cxplnil'i c.imcd him ~\II r\mcricnn honors lrom ( rHt< h ,\; 
, \lhl<'fc and Sdtofosti, Com I, magn1.i11~s 

Rob Munn (Alhlclc - 1960s> 

R,,b Jlu,111 {Bridgc,xm I li~h School. Cla-.s or I9<H•J. Th~ thrc('•sport 
srnndoul hcl1)Cd 1he Hulldo!!" 1\"c.'m'd thdr ('l('sl trnnbincd foo1h;1ll h:1.skc1-
lm1l sdtool ycar m h1stury. 

111 fooiball. 1he lc.';uu i:aptain and qu.inc.·rhack-cJ .. ·fcnsivc h.1tk led 1hc 
first 1,crfocc n·conl l'>-0) in ~dwol history. ('oal'11cd by Joe J\ull. 1hc 
Bulldo~s raI►1urcd 1hc ()VA( Class,\,\ 1i1lc and W(.°rc r;rnkcd No. 5 in lhc 
linal ()hio Class,\ I>0Jl hy lini1ed 1•rcss l111cmational. Hridgc1,on i..·aI>I>c.·d 
lht.: 11':1'1Cct sc;;1srn~ wilh a 22· I I win ;,c tiv,Ll .\hl"lins h:rry l(u only 1hc 
lhinl win in ..15 scr,cs ~ames v~. the Purple Ridcf;\. 

In haskclhall. 1hc 1wo-)car tc,1111 L"aptain anchon:d 1h~ s,:hool"~ tin•l­
cvcr unh1.!atcu n.·gul;1r season 1e:un f I N-0) whu.·h cap111n:d an OV:\C Class AA 1i1k and \1,.·;1s 
r.u1kcd :--.:o. I m the Ohm Cl;1s.s A poll by l ·nih:d l 1n:ss (111ernatfonal. Coached h~ OVAC 
Ha I of F~1111er Fr.mk Ba\ler. thc Bulldois ~<:orcd more limn 100 poil1l'i in the g;uucs and 
w1.111 scrtional mid dis1rk·c cr1.1wI1s llic.·forc falli11~ 10 D,111011. 71 -70. in the Camon RL•gional 10 
linish :tt 2.-'•L ~ ~ 

The 6 fool• I. J 75-JX)lllllf for.vard averaged 2.-l.l pomL~ aml I: rebounds ;:i ~;uuc ;i:,. a seuIor 
af1cr :-.rkming a ~0-JX>int norm as a ju11ior 

Th"'· senior ,,..as runni:r-up for Ohio t Pl (~l;1ss \ Pla}cr or the Yc:1r 10 Kerry '.\lycrs nf Cclin.t 
and c.•nmed lINl ccmn ,\II-Ohm from l Pl and 1lurd ~c.im from Thc r\ssociaccd Prcs.s. lk al~o 
w,ts 1wIc.-e ,111 All OV,\C M•l..:c.-11011 ;rnd an All•l>is1rict honoree III J:as1c.-rn Ohiu. 

\fonn was ;1lso a pitdler mliclder on the Bulh.lo~,· h;1sel\nll 1c.•nm. 
Tiu: ::!OIO Bndie1x1rt ll1gh Hall of Fame mdur1..:-c L"arm:d a baskcth"II schoian.l,i1) 1n 

'.\1anilHIII U111vcrsuy \•.:hen: h..: was a chrcl.!-yl'ar varsil) pl;tycr after ;1"eraging () ..I 1,oints and 
shtx!ting ➔<).8 lll.'n:~m from 1h1.,• lloor on Lh~ lfC"'ilun:m tc:uu. 

Jim Wood (Athlete - 1970s) 
Jim Wm,d (Sll't1hc11\·1tlc Cnlhoik (\•111nd ltigh \chool. Clil"i'i. of 197'\) 

This Cm:-a<la was one or 1hc most dominant haskt:th.111 hi~ men iii :he 
OV,\( during 1h..: early Jt)70s rite rnlcnlcd <,-flx~c. 9-rndt I>os1 hc.•lj> ,o 
l.'a1Ty C:uholic C'c111ral 10 its lirs1 OVA(" hoop c.'rt1\\'II. 1tir11tng 1he 1rick Ill 
197' in Clas., ,\\,\ - 1hc I.irgesl da~silk..uiun al 1hm lime rhe Crus;nlcrs 
wcm 22-~ lhilt sc;tsun. ,1,.11111111~ sccuonal and L11s1rk1111lcs .1lo11g 1ht: wa} 

Ill ;rn·rag:cd :::!O 1)t>1 n1s and 1, rchounds a g:unc.· ;is a scnmr. ·n,l,SC num 
hers. comhm..:d wC1h 1h..: tt:am's sun:css. earned him flr:-1 1cam all Ohio 
lJl>J ;;ind sc-cond•lcmn \I' all-stalc oKcnlm.lcs lo t.!O wull all -Lu:-.1·.:nI Di'i.irlt..1 
pl:tmhts. • 

lie. \\'!IS named firsMcam "11-0V.\C as a jtuuor and scnCor, muned n co-ca1>min ;n 197\. In 
addilion, ,me Honda ue,\SP,ltlCr iahhc.·d him as honor:ahk mcnrion \II \mcric:rn as a "'ienh.lr 

Wood \\;ts ;:1lso ,1 two •}car lc11cnnan Ill hascO;ill for C:11holil' Ccn1r;1I. 
I lis Sltpcrh harllW<Xlll c\ploi1s carncd 111111 ~, Sl.'holarsh1p to (icorg1:1 '(cc.h. where ht.• ll\.'cmHL' 

a four-}c~1r rc~ul.ir ,;H <.c:lllcr ,rn<J was 111-: 1cam \ [c;1ding sc.;orcr his l1rs1 1hrcc >1.•ars 11 .1. I5.0 
:md 1-l.7) and St..'L·ontl on lh\! tcmn :1:.: a ~111<1r ( 1-1- I\ J le :1lso led th~· 1c.·i1m in tchom1ds 1wo 
yc.1rs. I lis c.·ari..•~·r lotals inc.·ludt..·d I .45i) 1)t>II1ts ;111d 7➔0 n:houml, 

Wood was in<.h11:1c<l into 1hc Cil·org.1;1 l \.'dt l lotll ol ramc.: in f<>H5.jus1 eight: years after 1.•arn­
ing his dc~rec from 1hc schO\.lf. ,\lkr his roUcgmte career. Wood playnl Oaskcthall In South 
,\meriL":1 for I:! wars. 

·111c S1c.•11h1.!11\·ille C.uholk Ccncrnl Hall of Fmncr s1ill resides ill the Ohi~> V;ill,:\· and is ~111 
OV,\C baskc1hall oflicial. • 

Kim Augur (,\thlcle. l'JIIOs> 

Kim ,tr,,:ur {l:ast Li"'·erpoul I ligh ~choo. Clas, of l'>XJ), lkr mos, 
i1)1I►rcssi\·c dailll 10 foinc b willnmg lh..: ()IIS,\,\ ("t;,ss ,\,\,\ ➔()O-n1c.-1..:r f.1;1-;h 
s1a1c championship as a s.:nior in 5J.S7 Sl'con<ls.. She mjss.:d 1he stare.• re-cord 
hy a mcn.: onc.·-tcmh of a \ccond. Later on in tha, \iUlll' 'ilalc.' m~c.•1. ,\111!,ur 
daimcd th<:' sil\'..:'r mcd~I in lh(! '.!00-mc.'ll'r d:ish r,, IS) 

This Poucr lr.ick great s1ill holds the 01110 V.1Jk.'} record in lh<.• JOO meters 
at .;..;.87. She also escahlishcd s1.·hoof records 111 ,he I 00 H ., 3 > and :!(K) 
!-L~<,J. the latlL'r s1ill r:mkmg, as 1he second (l('SI 111 \·allc) lustor) hdund 

Ille.- ~➔ . .:?! u1mc.·<J 111 yc,1~ l,;Hc.·r BricJ~qX)rfs Briu.ioy !loi..-L:..:r. a so .:111 OV-\C 
f tall of Fmncr 

\ug.ur 1s al~o ;1 memhcr nf thc Pou..:rs. • sdmor-r('tnnl ..1.,"'00-me1er re(a} 
11.!:illl wh1d1 1umctl 111 a ..I 11 . 1 dod-;111~ cJo(IUt her jlllltor l";~mpa1~n. 

lier ;1ch1evcmen1s l"arnccJ her ;,1 tr,;n.·k scholarshi1) to The.· Ohio S1atc.· Pniversil) 
~\ug.ur was no unc•sIx•rt wonUcr ~h..: \1,.as aJso a 1:tfen<c.:d hask<:"Ch;11J pla)cr for f~ast ( ,t\'Cf']Xl<ll. 

cam1ng flrsc-1cmu ull~OV1\C. honors as a Jun or nm( senior 
\ugur was mducrcd 11110 lhc I :ast l .iwrIK>nl I H•-t1 ·\lhkt 1.· J l;1!l o t r·a 11c 11 14) '..0. 

I iis prep C<>1,>th.ill ~uccc!-s attrm:1cd recm11cr~ from all 1he maJ<lr sl·hoot1o. and \\oofter llp<cd 1--------------------------------­
for the I fU\•crsll) o( fi:nnessci..· h 1mwcd IO he a good choke il'i hL' \\·;1s ;i 1hrcli.' }c;1r lcncrm:rn 
and 1wo \'ear sumer at dcfcns1\'c.' rncklc for the Voluntcl'rs 

llis .u,iIc11c. succcss \\.IS nm luui1cd 10 JUSI 1hc.• gmhron -\~ a ~,uor. h(! ,,as :mnc shot 
pu1 l'hamp1011 .:u Oak <ilcn wuh ,1 _..,_2 foo1. 7 1nd1 l'lfon. ;111d 11 .. - ,1lsn wno thli.' OV.\C <""a_,-s 
\,.\,\ shol p111 lnJ\\'ll \\'oofter was a(s., a fon:c n \1w·rcsthn: fk "'·:ts th,: OV.\C ru1111L·r- .1p ,Lt 

hc;1")'Wc1gh( a\ ;i scmor. 

Dave Delande rAlhlclc • 1980s) 

/Jai·e 0<-lar,d(• (~I Clair-\i lc IHg:h ~chool. ( ]as~ of 11)8:?,. This ''"rcsthng. 
!:.reat d s1111t;rnshc.:d hun..;dl both on 1hc: 1m:p ;mtf coUct;.i:nc Jcvds. 

I l1s J.kd D1..·\·ils • n~aL {"an:cr \\;1s 1101hi11g sh1111 of -;c.-nsatirn1;1r, Jk fictishnt 
"uh a s1cUar I ,, •• 10 I rct..'tm.l In lhe pix"M.:css. Dd:rn<lc w;1s a 1hrct..••timc 
OV,\C i:hmnpion I k- was nlso the rmrncr•up as a freshman. 

IA·lalllk ,,;,~ also ,L muncr-upat 1hc 01 IS,\r\ S1;11i: Wn:s1fo1!!Cham1>io11ships 
;1-. 15~· J"-lm1d Iu111or and he placed tiflh 31 I.,x pounds :1s., -;,cnior. 

I lc c.-outmued Ins wrcs1l111g gre:.1111c:-s at We~l l.ihen)· und..:r thc nurturing 
nf kgcnd.tr) cotKh Vi ice '.\l,mscau 

Del:rnde 1,.1,.a~ a 1r1~c-11m-: V ,\I,\ ,\11-,\mi:ril·an for tht.'" I liltlop(>c:ni. ad1i1.,•vini: 1h...- fo;H 111 1hn:~ 
dtffcrenl ,1,.ught d1qsmns. flc was s.cvcnlh ;H 1-1-~. fourth :tt 150 ;md 11a<ion.1J runncr-up ;it I5K 

111s four ~car\\ I. rerord was a sI1Ml.ling 9{,-.!.t. 
I k s1m ranks in the 1op 10 111 d~h1 J liU1opp,cr all~timc 111.11 rel"or<ls: f;ills. s.hu10111s. 2-1x)i111 

near foUs. ' -poinl near falls. re\·ersab. 11.,•.1.m IKlinls. win:,. and ll\!st winning J)l.!rt:cnt:1ge. 
Just .i, impn:ssi\c.' y. l)dandc.· al,;o w.i-; 1hc llilhopp1.:r wrcstling 1>ro~r.1111's lirsL 1\<:;1dc111k 

:\ll-i\meri<.·,111 . ...:arning hac.-k-m-hal:k :1<.·aJcmic laurels III l9S.'.'i anJ l9Sh. llc \\.ts also 1hrcc4 

timl· I cam (,."apl~li IL 
I k was induc.-1c.·<l imo lht..• \\esl l.ibcr1~ l.'nh·crsity ,\1hktk 11:1II of J·mnc.· in 1010. ,\1'1cr g:ai11i11g 

his. \\c.•st I 1l'k.•r1y diplnm:t. he hL•1.·;un,: :, CP·\ 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jodi Bates (Athlete - t990s) 

Jodi Hat« l~eadowbrook H1j1 School. Class of l999f Sp<ed to 
bum. Thar"s exactly what this former Coil possessed as ,c p<narned to 
trark and fie d. 

A s1andout sprinter for the Colts. Bales shined in the JOO- and 200-
mctcr dasht:s, winning 10 sta1c medals during her career 

Bates burst omo scene in a big way as a freshman. placing second in 
both the 100 (12.H I and 200 (~5, llh t the Division II state meet She 
<lidn "t slow down from there. 

As a sophomore. Bates "·on her first smc championship. blazing the 
Ohio Stadium track to a 24 87 to capture the 200-meter dash. She also finished second in the 
JOO ( 12 17) fonhc second straight season 

Bates broke through and climbed to the top of the state podium on the IO0-meter dash 
as a junior. h was one or four medals she claimed in that meet, She won the 100 in 12,22. 
finished second m the 200 (25.25) and ran a leg on the fifth-place 4x 100 (50.81) and eighth 
place 4x40() <quads. 

During her senior campaign. Bates ran consistently under the coveted 12•second barrier 
She successfully defended her 100-meier rirle t I 2.10) and anchored 1he fifth-place 4,100 
450.3"\) dunng the fim state meet at Dayron·s Welcome Stadium. 

En route 10 1hc state compt!lition, Ba1cs won 14 OVAC championships. including four 
straight J()(). and 200-meter titles. She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional champion­
ships during her career. while running a personal best time or 11 .95. which still stands as 
~leadowbrook's all -time best and ,s the second-best in Ohio Valley history. 

After her prep career, Bates signed to run at Wheeling Jesui1 Universi1y. She compered Just 
one season before developing an injury. which proved 10 be career ending. She aucmptcd a 
comeback after transferring to Muskingum University. but the inJury was simply too much 
to o,rcrcome. 

While on the track is where Bates made her mark. she also leltcred twice in basketball and 
was an honorable menuon all-league selection. 

Zach Amedro (Athlete - 2000s> 
Zach Amtdro (John Marshall High School. Class of 2005). The Ohio 

Valley has produced sever:il prolific passers m us history. This fom,er 
Monarch is near the top in every passing caiegory 1here is. 

As a senior. Amedro finished founh in 1he balloring for the Kennedy 
Award and was a first-team all-state selection ar1er puuing fonh one of the 
mos1 prolific sta1islical seasons in history. He completed l88-of-289 pass• 
es for 2.939 yards and 33 touchdowns. I le also ran for si., touchdowns. 

That complc1cd a brilliant three-year stint as quancrback in which he 
rhrew for more than 6.000 yards and 53 touchdowns. He completed 426, 
of• 761 career passes. 

Along with his state-wide honors. Amedro was named AII-OVAC and was the offensive 
c~ptain ot"The Intelligencer's All Valley team. In 2002. he was 1he newspapers ··Sophomore 
of the Year:· 

After originally auending 1hen F,S member Appalachian Stale, Amedro transferred back to 
the Ohio Valley and had a remarkable career at West Llbeny wh,:re he twice finished as run­
ner-up for 1he Harlan Hal Award, which is the Divasion II equivalent to the Heisman Trophy. 

Amedro set Div sion II passing records for yards (14 ,731) and completions (1.079! Has 
tl>in} JOO.yard passing iiames were also 1he best in Division II history. 

In ,eading the Hillroppers 10 the NC.AA Division II playoffs as a senior, Amedro finished 
329-of-48S for 4.058 yards and 38 muchdowns in 10 games, He had a season-high eight 
touchdowns and -14 comple11ons, 

Durin& Amedro's junior season the H,lltopp<rs won the WVIAC 11tle and qualified for the 
playoffs, aven~ nJ their only loss wuh a wild 84-63 victory agams1 Edmboro 

Amedro was twoee named WVJAC ··Player of the Year· and was a first-team Division II 
All ,Amencan and sccond-1cam Sma I College All-American by The Associated Press. 

Matt Powell (Alhlete • 1990s) 
Matt Powell (Barnesville High School. Class of 1990). This fonner 

Shamrocks d1dn'1 JUSI score the ba I. he filled i1 up every n1gh1 dunng 
an impressive four year career with 2,174 career points !still i~ the top 
30 all-time in Ohio). 

Powell help<d lead 1he Shamrocks to 1heir lirs1 1rip 10 1he Ohio Sweet 
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 pomts per game en 
rou1e 10 lirst-1eam all-Ohio accolades bv both The Associated Press and 
Un tcd Pre .. lmom•tional. • 

UPI selected him as its Division Ill state player of the year. a worthy 
honor when you consider he scored 760 po1ms tha1 season. connected on 
60. thrce,poinr goals and was l68-of•203 from 1he foul line That semor-year «plosion foJ. 
lowed a junior season in which he scored 621 points and his 46 "treys". 

Powell made an immediate impact for 1he Shamrocks He scored :!B2 points as a freshman 
and then really rook off, pouring in 510 points as a sophomore 

His presence as still foll at Bamesv,llc. He owns three of the top four point Iotas ever 
recorded at Barnesville. His sangle-gamc high of 45 ranked third and his 60 bonus baskets 
rank second all-time. Powell's career points and free throws made 14) 11 are school records 

Along with being recognized as all-Oh,o, Powell played m bo1h the OVAC and the Ohm 
North-South All-Star Games. He was the captain of the all-OVAC Cass AAA team. Eastern 
District Player of the Year. District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valle) Bag 
School team. He was selected to the Distnct 12 Basketball Coaches Assoc1auon Hall of 
Fame in 2010 . 

After his prep career. Powell originally went 10 the Air Force Academy. but transferred back 
to Rio Grande College and etched his name into its lore. 

He scored 2.367 career points at the college level. which 1s second m Rao Grande h1S1ory 10 
only Bevo Francis He led Rio Grande 10 the NAlA Narional Tournament in Tulsa. Oklahoma 
during htS senior season. He was a three-time all-Mad Ohio Conference selection, a two-ttme 
all-District 22 honoree and a NAIA AU Amencan Honorable Men11on chmce after the 1992 
93 campaign, As a senior at Rio Grande, Powell. who battled a foot in;ury dunng his junior 
campaign. scored 705 points and served as a co-captam. 

Kacie Vavrek (Athlele • 2000s) 
Kacie Vavrek !Bellaire High School. Class of 2002 t You name the spon 

and 1his former Big Red shined brightly 
A four-year letterman in three spons. Vavrek left her biggest marks on the 

basketball coun and on 1he track. 
In basketball. Vavrek scored in bunches. She lin,shed her prep career with 

1.631 points. which at the time of her graduation was tops amongst Bellaire 
females. It's since been broken by her sister. Ashley 

During her senior season, Vavrek led the area m sconng at 23 9 points 
a game. She was named first-team All-Ohio. All-District 12, All OVAC. 
Eastern District "Player or 1he Year" and Jin,shed founh ,n the voting for 
Ohio ·s Ms. Basketball 

Vavn:k took pan in both the Ohio Nonh-South Game and the OVAC All,Star Game. She 
led the South squad with 20 points in that con1<s1. 

As a junior. Vavrek scored at an OV-bcst 22.7 points per game clip. She was named firs1-
1eam All-Ohio. All-Eastern District. All-Dis1ric1 12. All,OVAC and captained the All-Valley 
team. 

On rhe rrack, Vavrek was one of the areas all-time beSl high hurdlers and high jump<rs. 
Vavrck finished her prep career with JO stale medals. Taking 1hat a s1ep funher. she won a 
tno of state champ1onsh1ps. 

After reaching the slate final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore to come up shon. 
Vavrck broke through as •Junior by winning the state title. She was founh in the low hurdles 
and lifth in the high 1ump that season as well. 

As a senior. Vavrek went double gold, She defended her high hurdle title and added the 
lows. wh,ch was an event she didn't compete in olien early in her career. She was a four-time 
placer ,n the high 1ump Vavrek 's personal-besr time or 14.53 had been the valley's all-time 
best. 

Along wi1h her staie success. Vavrek was a four-time OVAC high hurdle champion. All 
told, she won or played a role in 11 eonrerence track titles and helped the Big Reds claim 
two team crowns. 

Vavrek was also a standout m volleyball. She was chosen as All-OVAC and played in both 
the D,stnct 12 and OVAC All Star Games. 

Vavrek was namc<I the Oho Valley Dapper Dan Club"s Female A1hle1e of the Year for 2002. 
With opponuniues to run track or play hoops. Vavn:k elected to continue her roundball 

career at Kem State Lniversity. She was a four-year player for rhe Flashes and sianed in 22 
games dunni her career. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"'As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this conference plays in the lives of the member 
schools' st11de111-athle1es. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded­
icated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame 
is providing an opportunity to recogni:.e and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and 
motivate todays athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success." 
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Ross Stoltz (OVAC Contrihutor) 
Hun Stolt:. (N~,,10nL't!' Hi,gh St:hool (Nc0r:1ska1. Cl.1ss of 19651. Hi: 

has been ;1 tmc Mend and !->UJ>1xmcr of the conforcm:e. most cvide111 
as lhc sponsor of che poI>ular OVAC :\kDonahfs All-Star B,rnd whkh 
entertains 1he nuwd during prc~muc and lmlrli111c al th~· amtu.tl OVAC 
Ru<ly \lumley AJI-S1ar h101~all Game cad, July. The h;ind fc;iwrcs 
some of 1he hcst musici,ms from schools 1hro111:hnut the confcn:ncc who 
come togc1her for a week prior to the gm11e ;m(1 ncvi.~r d is:iJ)l>ni1t1 with ~l 
spl.'ct,1cul,1r ~>crformmK·e. 

l ~nder S,ol1z· le;1dcrship. ~lcDonald"s c1lso is .a s1xmsor of the OVA(' 
Kick-Off Classic: th~ \\\:st Virginia .. Su~>l:r Sh:;"· Stale t,:oolhall Championships which have 
Ol.:torn~ c, li~IUl'C al Whc.:ding b;l;md St~,dium~ :me.I has. :1 strong. local ilwoJvement wish nmny 
an.~a sclUM.lls i1,cludlng hand sp<>n.'i(1rships. st,1diu1n han111.•rs. scon:hoards and v,:arh<>t,ks as 
well as douatiug 10 arc.- 1rm:k ,nccts .ut<l h;1sch.;1II c\..\.·Ius. • 

~kl)orrnld's is also a yearly ~ponsor of lhe highly•rcgarded ··Bca:--I of lh~ r..as(" suwnuner 
b;1schafl tourmuncnl which has hc1.·ome., surnincrtimc sti1plc i11 th1..' Ohio V;1lk1,-: a I11.,Ior 
sIxmsor of the an:a 's prolCssiomtl hockc\' team - the \\'hcding Nailcrs: an Jo11a11.:s mum,illv 
lo lhe loc:il Y\,ICA. • • • 

S1olt1. lk.'rsomilly 1>rcscn1s lo<.'al 11omi1unio11s 10 a1hkt<.:S ror th..: pn:s1igious '.\kDonald\; 
High School AII-Amerie;in Classic. 

He Ol!gan his career \,·i1h McDrnrnld's in 1965 as a I7-yc;ir old i.·rcw 111em0Cr. Alk·r serv­
ing in 1hc- U.S. Army (19<,7-70) and ancndin,g 1he University or ~chr.1ska (Class of 197.'). 
hi.: n:turned to ~cDonald"s 111 ,·;mous e.ip,t1.·I11cs s1ar1 ng m 1()?4 ,mJ since 1•N 6 has been 
the O\\•r1cr/Ofk.·n1tor of IO ~tcDon,1fd"s n:s1;1urants thmughou1 chc- Oluo Valll.!\' I B;,rncs,·1I l'. 
Belmont. f.I111 Gmvl.!. ~fore ins t-"crry. '.\1ounds\.·ille. S1.(]~1irs\.illc. Triadel1lhia: \\'an1wood :ind 
Woodsfield). 

.Stoltz h;is n:ci:ived lhe (iolden Arc_.h Award. lhc ~kl)on;tld"s ('urpor.1rion·s highcs1 l"\"C<'g• 
ni1io.n for ;111 Owncr/Op,.:ra10~ 1h;11 rci.·ognizi:s_ ,1 fr1<.·us on_ cu~1omcr scrd,:c. ou1s1:mding food 
q11.1lny ,md n.•s1auram 0J'k.!r.mons. anU l,!.xcc1111011.1I 1.·ontr1hut1ons co the ttx:al c.·om1m111it,. 

He's :1 hoard mcmhcr or thl.' Ronald \h:Donald Housc- Ch:"illes of :\lor•'a111ow11: a ionn­
umc SJkmsor for \tc.~Don;.ild"s MAC <ira111s for ·1cachcrs program: ,111d p;•Hdcs i.;,1cns1~c 
suI1~x,r1 to lo~ .. ·al schools 

Dave Caldwell (Coaches) 
f)u"e Culd•·elf W calls- ille Hi.eh Sdn~,1. Class of I <171 I, He pro,cd 1he 

1hi:or~ of ··1hc hulc engine th.ti c.·ouhl" h~ ~•i.·hlC'- ing ;1 1rcmcnJous ,unou111 
of sut.·t·cs~ coad1inl:! l(K>lhall ;111d onI: or th1.· '.'>lll.tllcsl sd1ools ,m,und. 
1.'l'Hn1>1httg ,1 n.·c:ord of llJ6 102-1 durin~ his l'l) \cars as h1.•ad coai.h or 
hi~ .:,Ema rn.ilcr. • 

C;tldw~IJ began his com:hmg c.in.-1.~r <ts ;in :issIst:m1 "c C:tldwdl High 
un<.ler ~hkc Devol and then n:-lurned ··home·· to lkalls1w·illc \\·here he 
assisted J.H. MaJors ror two Sl'asons I 19N: I-R2l . He was clcv;\tcd to the 
h...-t1d C<mching rx1s1 in 199., "od held th~Lt joll until retiring in 2011 , 

Und..:r CaldwcU\i gu;d:.uu.·c:, 1hc nlul.! De, ils won si.x Ohio Valley 
A1hle1ic Conkn:n,-.: Class A ch:1m1>ionships < 1<188. 1<1<12. lt/94. 2(MXl. 2()()(1 :md WI I land 
s1.\ Pionl.!cr V,tlky Conference tith.•s B1.•,llls,·11fe rcach..:-d 1hc OHSAA pl~,yoffs ..:-ir.111 times 
t l'1'14. IW<J. 2000. 2(Xl5. 2006. 2(Xl7. 2008. 2(Xll J ,md posced a playoff record of 5-8 Tlmt 
111dud1..·d .i rt11t 10 ~he Dr\ 1sio11 VJ. Rc:~1011.? l ~.-h.11111>io11shiI> .u1<l :~ spoc in the- state st.•miliuals 
111 llN-+ mid a c,m:er-cappmg IO 3 season in 2011 when BHS ;1dvanc..:-d to the I) VI. R:cc.ion 
2 l 1i1k~ 1.·011test . 

CaMw..-11 was tahhcd ··coach of th1.• Year·· in ihe Easlcrn District and PVC muhiple limes 
and he coached m the OVAC Rudy ~tumlcy All-Siar 1-i»lh;ill (i;m1c five times I 1989. l'/9.i. 
1001, 1005 nnd 1CKt9l w11h :1 2-.l r'i.:L"tJrd 1111I1c n11d-summcrll.tsscc,:. 

C:1,<lwcll. \\"ho mad\.' a hner coaching rclurn ~\!'> ,rn ;1s:,dstt11H m Shenandoah 111 ~O -+. also 
-i1ss1sc.:<l m bi1,kc1hatl ,and mu:k durmj! Jw.; 111111..• ;u Ikalf...v1ll-i;, 

As :m a1hlele . h~• was a 1hrcc sI,ort pcr(onuer al Bci1llsvtlli: Hieh ~clllx1I 1footllaU. h.iskd­
ball and 1ra1.·k).1Jl;:i)illl! 0111he :-chool':- lirsl unhe:.,tcn f1.1olhc,ll 1c~111, ln ttJ7~. He \\lilt on to 
pla~ ilx>rhaU for rhur years m \luskin~um Collcgl.'. cam ·11~ his dcl!'l\.'C the!"\.' in 1977 and l:iler 
ohta111ing a mas.ler·s degree fmm Sal~m Univcrsi1,. 

Arthur 'Butch' Joseph 1ovAc t·amily> 
Arthur "Hutdr'• Jo.w:plt CBdhall\: Hlgh S,·hool. Class of 1'-U,JL \\hen 

1hc co11li.:rc11.;L' needs 10 keep thing.s ··m1111l11~·· in the foll ur 1hc spring.. 
Jos ... •ph lms 11':l'll lhl• go-co ~uy for nlml} year~ as ,, 111c111hi..·r of the OVAC 
Track m~d ('l'Os~ C'otmtrv co111mim.:-i:s, si:rvini.:. :is t.·o-chainmm of the tr.u:k 
com111illL'1! with his wife: t>omrn. nn OVAC H~,11 of Fame inductee in :!007. 

A VL'lcr:111 of 1hc t'nilcd Slatc:,r. Air hlr'CC wllo scr\·1.•d durin!,! 1hc \'ic1,m111 
\\'ar. he s1:1ncd offo:hiting locnl 1rnck mcl'ls 111 thl' early 1970s and ~g:111 
his assol•i;1tion with th,: OVAC in the late [980s. :1:-sis.tinc HonJ IX.11011 
\\;ith I he.· ()VA(' Volk·yh:111 ('h;uuI>11111:i.hips :ind being. n:s,x;nsihJC for com­
piling 1hc weekly confi:n:nt:e standings in 1ha[ sport. 

Joseph ha~ bc\."n an inh:~rnl pilrt or 1he OVAC Cul (iiffi11 'l'nu:k lhamI>io11shi1>s dmini; hack 
10 the days when lhl! small school divisions ,wn.· contcst1.·d at Sh:u.Jysidc·:- t,:h:-ming fictd. and 
he also assislcd with the hig school meets al Bdl;1i1~·s 'Jdson Fidd either hchin<l 1hc scenes 
or ~ts an on-track ollki:tl. 

IL w;Is Josl•ph·:,; ,·i:-ion lo con"'·ert the OVA(' Trai:k ('h;unpionships to their <.·urrcnt format. 
h was his desire 10 have the bcM athlelcs. n:g,irdless of 1.·lass. compete .tg.tin:-.t onc-;1nothcr 
in ;,n o,·l!r~,11 clrnm1>ion~hip llll.'Cl. which is hm1,• the c.·vi,;nt has l'k!CII "-'OlllCStcd sinl'e ~O )() al 
SL Clairsville High. 

Joseph ha~ also lx·1.·n lhl.' man l>l.:'him.J the com1mter n:spo11slhlc for thi: pA.:'·l.''·ent l>l"\'paration 
:ind liming/seoril~g. ·a~ the ()'!A(" Cal. Pok~,s Cro!is Country Championships on the t:ampus o( 
:\k:idowbrook High Sch<K•l 111 ByesnJli.· lnr more 1h,111 1.5 years . 

Ahmg with his wire. Josc11h n.'\·cin·d th1.· OVA(" Cal <Jill'in Track Servicl· nw,mt i11 1997 

Jeff Harrison <Media) 
Jeff lh,rri,,m, (;\.farti11s 1-=cr'l'y High S.1,'1100I. CJ:.ss of 1977). Hi.· h~1s 

tx· .. ~n a member of 1hc spons media for .l5 yc~1rs mid 1.·owuing. including 
lhL' fa!--1 17 at The Dail,· Jcffer~onian in C.aruhridt!c where he has hccn 1he 
Spons .t-:di1or sinc1.· 1(i<J7. Prior 10 1h:n. he s1"-'1l1 IS yc~trs at The l'imcs 
Leader in ;\IHrtin!t. r'crrv. 

He originated the coiK·cpl of till· ()h10 Valk·> A1hkc1c.· ConlCrcnl·c H:1JI 
of r:um: in 20<l~: is a mi.•mher of th~· sdcclion commiuce and i1, ch;:1rg1,.• of 
produdng lhc progrm11 for 1hat evcll\. Hi.:'-; .also ;1 111<:mb.:r of thl! OVAC 
Sonhall Commillec and OVAC C'oadt of the Y1.·ar Si.:lcc.·llon Ct1111111111c1.· 
and IJll:"'·io11sly handled 1>uhlidt) for 1hc OVAC Rud} :'\.1umk) All-Siar 
Poolball (iamc for ~vcu )'C◄1rs. 

Harri:,;on w;1~ .il~o lhc c;1tarvs1 bch11,d 1h1.." l(1rm,uion of thi: D1striel I~ llaskcthal) Co:td1cs 
Asso<.·ialion Hall of J-+"amc iii 2008. s..:-n·mg .1!- (. hairm;m ur lh~· H,111 of Faruc Sclcct1oci 
Committl.-c :rnd h;mdling puhlk1l> sulce 1h.;1t tC11,e. ,111d ts a mi:mbc:r of lhl' \fanin:-. I-err\ 
High School A1hle1it· H~1II of rrnlll' ('omnuttce. !iervI11g a"i the pnm:trv rc:-.card1l•r/h11.11.m1phCr 
for tlwl group. • .. 

He i~ :1 memhcr of The Assocwtcd Press E:1s1 District Selc<:t1t111 (\1mn11llcc for f<.X)th:111, 
hoy.\· h:,skctha11/girls· haskc1h~tll. :-.crving. as chairman since .2009: ;m AP slalc J>oll votl'I: 
it mcrnhcr or the Ohio Hi~h School A1hli:1ic Asso<.·iation M1.·ui;1 Ad \"1sory Co11t1111t 1..-e ~wd 
a IHl·mhcr of 1he Ohio Ptcp "iportswri1i:rs Associa1ion. He w;1s 1hc :!:00<1 recipient of 1h1. 
Easlcl'll Ohio lntasdmlastk Alhktk Admi11ts1ra1ors Associ.ttion\; ,\kdia ,\'t\.ard : ()istni.·1 
I~·-. s..-lcc.·1irn1 for 1hc Ohio Hi~h School B;~skl.•1lmll Coad1es Assocfotion Hc,11 of Honur ·11 

:!:01 S ;1~1d h.is won sever.ii Ol)SWA writing t·onh:st awards. 
HaIT1srn1. who ;11tc11d1.'d Ohio lJ11ivl.'rsi1y E-= .. astcm and currently :eside:-. in B~cs,·illc. 

;111tlu.1rcd lhe bool-. Holding Court. The Cic11c ford S1ory 1 :!00)).1he bhJgraptw of lhc cci.•nd-
an C,1n1brld~e Hi!!h School l'M..1y:,;· ha~kelho,1I co.ich. , .. 

He :1lso scned :is puhlk :1ddrc:-.s :11111ounc1.·r ac sevcn,I venues O\."Cr' th..: ,cars. including 
\l.u1i11s Fcrrv foothall and hovs· h.1skc1hall. ,\kadowhruok 1..drh;' ha~k1.·1h.1)1°;md lhc Di~tril.'I 
I' Ali Scar Jiaskclball Classic: and was a vmuh haschall/s,,flh:111 coach for ll 1cars i;, 1he 
M,1rt111!- r"err) C1,·1cs Athld11.· Asso<:intion ;lnd 1lw (iucrns..:~ Valky Basl·hall As~ocia1ion 

Terry Leggett (Coaches) 
l"erry te,:grtt r~tidvalc High Sch(kll .Clns~ of 1965 The ul1r,1 suc1.-i.:ssful 

l.eggcn hcg:111 his co:1(:hin~ l"il~l.'r ;ts :m :,ss1s1;uu at "'lk} ntl~ Hiih \ii.:hool 
,md then \\iiS he.Ld co,,,h ch..:n: for two se;,so11s C l9'1J -7..I i.llld ·7-4.7s j. 

H~ wen, lo old Zane Tra1.·~ Hil!h ~d10,.,,: for 1hc n1.·~t t1,,,•o ,11.•..rs t · 'T)-16 
.ind ·7().771 and" h-i:n Ihm sehOO consolidale..:t with ~ladiS<.1;1 Hic.h til hc.:­
<..'ornc Bu1.·key1.· Traif. l.,.'ggeu w:is n~1t111.•tl 1he sd1ool·s lirs1 coach: 

His inilitll \\10,rrior squad ( 1977-78} accomplished a remarkable foal. 
,,osJltlA! :1 pcrf..:1.·1 JS-0 n:~ut.1r season <"' 1-1 O\.craU t ;:111<l wIn111ug lhc 
OVAC Class A championship. section~1I and dis1rid titles .and linislune 
runner-up m the regional. losing 11 .o.J~ he.trthrc;1Jicr to h,d1;111 \ ';die) 
South 

Dunn~ his l2 )C:1rs :11 Tr:ul l he called u t.11111s follov,utg the 19SX X9 season 1.1hi: \\arnors 
1\1.'\'1.•r h;1d :;1 losing. si:ason ;utd ,unas~·d an inncd1hlc :!:!.°' ·m rct·ord That included 1wo trips 
10 the ()HSAA ('lass A ··hnal f.our" his r9S"' -::-t\ team w~111 ~~ and lhe 198<'1 S<'l te• m 
turned ,hing.s ;1m11mt ,,lk·r .i 4 'i s1.:1n to make 1he stale ~nuhnals and lrn1sh 20-1 

Lc~geU·coached 'l'rnil ,ccuu:,; ,,·on 11111c ,cctiu11lil 1itlcs. Jl\-1,: distrk1 L·ro,, ns and t\\"O rcg1on;1 
..-hampionshiJls and hew.is noun~d I Pt ( ·1a-.s A Olm1 .. Co-Co;1d1 of th1,.· )1.;ar'" 111 I9~J His 
teams won ()VA(" t11lcs r(>ur slra1g.lH years 4 "78. '79. "80 cmd ·s1 >and were st;11c ranked sI~ 
1i1h1,;s. He " ·;.ls 11,uht:d ,wcrall OVAC" ··Co;1d1 of 1hc )car" ln 1<>78 :md ,,·as aJso;, four-lirnc 
D1:,;tril'I I :!··( 0tl◄1d1 ~1f 1hc )"car·· h(>IUlfCC AIJ tc1ld. h,~ learth comp1lc<l ,l !<,8 9:2 record i1, I<, 
seasons 
He 1.:uaehed in the OVAC All S1;1r Basketb:1ll Cl:1s:-R· thn."C tinll'S and \..,,,s ;:u, assistant co;1eh 

in the Ohio :\onh-South All -Srnr Cimnc 01Kc 
A )_!r..iduati.• "'f F" ndlay ( ·o li.:gl.'. he scr,ed :1s an t-.astcrn D1slrkt Board mcnlhcr nnd was lhe 

G:un~ Director uf the Distric1 1 l BHskc1llall A I ~1.ir C.;unc for m;ut\ \cars . He atso S1,.·rv~d 
on the Rules tn1crprc1:111on Conumuce ol'1hc OH!',AA • -
Jndulk·d u110 lhl· .,,..·hool\ A1hle111.· Hall of hu111.· 10 1947 l.eg~cll w:Is ;1lso a physu:;11 cdul·:1 
hon h.:.idtcr .11 d ~1chtc11<.. dirl.'clor durin1• his d~1~·s :u Hul·kc~e Toni. Hl· p;1sscd a..\.<t) 111 2(Xl9 . 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Roger Sowers (Official) 

Roger Soo,•ers (Roseville High School, Classof 1952). He spent a num­
ber of years in various roles coach. a1hlc11c director. guidance counselor. 
J>rincipal and instmclor - bul Sowers is probably best known as a long­
time basketball official 

Sov.ers, who spent more than 30 years m educauon. began as a bas 
kelball coach. serving four years as head coach at Pleasant City High 
and se,en years al BarneS\ ille High. posting a combined I 30.99 record 

He officiated his firs I varsity basketball game in I 959. and became a 
full-ume referee in 1968 once his coaching days were over He worked 
40 years over five decades. includmg nearly a quaner of a century as a 1oumament official 
at 1he sectional. district and regional levels. 

He was a chaner member of the East Central Ohio Officials Association m the Cambndge 
area. serving as presidenl. rules interpreter and on the executive board over the years. He 
also served as president of the Ohio Association of Basketball Officials 

Sowers. who also officiated al lhe college level m the Ohio Achlecic Conference. spcnl 
20-plus years teaching a baskecball officiacing course at Ohio University Eastern. with sev• 
era) of his fonner students later becoming h1gh school and college officials. 

He was inducted mto the Ohio High School Athletic Association's Officials Hall of Fame 
in 1995; received a Distinguished Service Award from the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Assoc1a1lon and a :-.icri1orious Award from the OH SAA in I 998 for 40 years of service 
The Roger Sowers :l,lemorial Scholarship was eslabl ished by his fam ily in 2000 w,Lh the 
yearly recipient a Bamesv1lle High senior planning to anend Ohio University Eastern and 
major in education 

A Crooksville native. he earned a bachelor·s degree from :l,lanetta College where he was 
a four-year leuennan in baseball and a one,year lenennan in basketball. and obtamed his 
master's degree from West Virginia University 

He passed away m 1998 at the age of 64. 

Bill Gompers (1940s Athlete) 
Bill Gompen {Wheclmg Central High School. Class of 1945) He wa< 

an honored running back on two top Maroon Knight football learns and 
also lcuered on two stale Ca1hoilc Tournament championship basketball r ,::»·~ 
teams. 

A two-lime selec11on on the five team All City football honor roll. the 
Jwo-way standout helped Central wm the 1943 City Champ,onshiJ> with 
a 9- 1 regular season record before the Knights competed in a post season 
Steel Bowl contest won. 20 I 9 by Rochester 

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition. he was team co­
captam on a 6 J I record Knight squad. 

In basketball. Gompers competed on two teams wh,ch extended the Kmgh1s' streak to 
five consecuuve W.Va Catholic Tournament champ1onships: rhe 1944 team wenl 22-3 in 
regular season and Catholic Toumamenl play before the Knights won two of three games in 
the Eastern Stales Catholic Tournament. That team was coached by chaner OVAC Hall of 
Fame coach Jim Foti. 

Both Gompers and Foti were among inductees into the charter Wheeling Central High 
School SJ>Ons Hall of Fame. 

During GomJ>ers· senior season. the 6-fool-l. l80•pound back was offered football schol­
arships al several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he lenered for three seasons 
and played both ways on two Irish teams proclaimed as National Champions - 1946 (8-0-1 
record) and 1947 (9·0). which was led by Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Lujack. GomJ>Crs. 
cited as a top hlocker. averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He J>layed in the 1946 scoreless lie vs. 
Anny which was labeled the "Game of the Century." 

Gompers was selected 10 play on the College All•Star team which played the NFL cham• 
pions. the Chicago Cardinals, in a post-season game. 

Drafted by lhe Buffalo Bills of the pro All-American Football Conference, he played both 
ways for one season as the learn bowed to the Cleveland Browns in lhe championship game. 

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlete) 
Tom "Knute" Franckllauser (Steubenville Catholic Central High 

School. Class of 1955).The 6•foot, 195-pound offensive end-defensive 
back was the leading scorer as a senior on a 9-1 record Crusader team. the 
school's be~t record since 1946 He landed nine touchdown passes - high 
for that era - and returned three pass interceptions for scores. His best 
output was 111 a 45-6 win over Wellsville when he scored on an 81-yard 
TD reception and returned two imerccp1ions for 57- and 69-yard scores. 

An All Valley and All Eastern Ohio honoree. he comJ)Cted in the 
Ohio•W.Va.AII-Star game won by Ohio. 31 -20. 

He accepted a scholarship 10 Purdue Umversicy where he le11cred three 
years and started as a JUn1or and senior as the team's leading pass receiver. He was named 
team :l,IVP as a senior He helJ>Cd the Bo,lennakers upset lhe nation's No. I ranked team. 
Michigan Stale, in I 957 A second team All, Big Ten honoree as a sonior, he played in 17 
career games with .10 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs 

He was the 33rd overall selection in the 1959 NFL Draft 1h1rd round by the Los Angeles 
Rams. In !us rookie season. the comerback had three intereeJ)tions. 

In I 960. he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys m the Nl'L Expansion Draft and became 
the first Cowboy 10 carry 1he ball by returning the opening kickoff in the inaugural regular 
season game 

After two years with the Cowboys. he capped his five-year. 58-gamc pro career wi1h a two­
year stint on the :1,iinneso1a Vikings He was forced 10 reure m 1964 after suffering a brain 
injury dunng. a ta<;kle ma training camp scrimmage. He had 13 career interceptions, 

A first cousin of OVAC Hall of Farner Danny Abramow1cz. he passed away m l997. 

William 'Catfish' Hearst (1950s Athlete) 
William "Carftsl,.. Hearst (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1959l.The 

first sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. 10 break the SO-second barrier 
al 440 yards. he was dominant at the quancr mile. which he didn't s1an 
running until h1s junior season. and 220 yards while also compcl1tivc in 
the 100 and long jump. 

As a senior. he was unbeaten III the 440 with wms at the W.Va Regional 
and s1a1c mce1s--a repeal 1i1lc- 1he one-class OVAC meet where he 
was toJ> scorer. the Bellaire, Toronto. Wellsburg and :l,lansfield Relays. 
and was one of only 1wo Ohio Valley a1hle1es 10 ever win an individual 
cvem at the mosc prcslig1ous \1idwest invitational mc..-cl His 49.6 mark 
al Bel aire was the first Ohio Valley sub 50 second clocking. and he time and all-time best 
49 I al the W,Va regional meet. At the one-class state meet, he reJ>Caled as 440 champion 
w th a record 49 .5 mark and also won the 220 with a record tymg 22 I ume . As a Junior. he 
won the slate 440 m 50.05 seconds 

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays even! featuring a1hle1es from three stales and 
won by a Paul Warfie 'd•led Warren Hardmg team. Hearst won the 100 ( 10.0l. was second in 
the 220 and won the 440 (49 6 1 with two meet records 

A two•llme All-Valley Track honoree al 100. 220 and 440. the Wellsburg Express was 
se"ected cap1am as a senior and noted as "the greatest quaner-miler produced in these pans •• 

Hearst also was a four year football and three-year basketball player and competed in the 
1959 W Va.-Ohio All-Star football game won by W Va .. 7•6. 

He anended W Va. S1a1e and also served in the U .S Anny dunng the V1e1nam War. After 
returning home. he was a long-lime coach of the Ohio Valley Track Club. a certified track 
offcial and helJ>Cd coach al Bethany College, An annual Memorial Scholarship in his name 
1s presented each year at Brooke High 

Hearst passed away in 2002 

Roger Alford (1960s Athlete) 
Roger Alford CWin1ersv11le High School. Class of 1962l He was a 

racial pioneer 31 West Virginia University and the Southern Conference 
after a thrce•sport career at old Wintersville High 

Alford comJ>Cted m football . basketball and track for the Golden 
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Keulewcll as "one 
of the two best football players I coached .. along with OVAC Hall of 
Farner Alan Jack. who later starred al Ohio State University. 

In football. the 5 fool 10, 225 pound tackle was All-OVAC Class 
AA. All Valley "B1g School" first team. and All-Eastern Ohio first team 
all•class selection. 

The 'vlounlamecrs broke lhc "color barrier .. in 1962 when they recruucd Alford and 
fullback Dick Leftridge of Hmton. W.Va .. the first Afncan-Americans lo wear a WVU 
football uniform. After playing on the freshman team. Alford leuered three varsity seasons 
and s1aned 1he last 1wo a.< an offen51ve guard. He was named lo the 1960·69 All-Decade 
Team at WVU. 

In 1999. he was inducted pos1umously into the WVU Spons Hall of Fame. 
He was the fourth Alford brother to anend college and play football. His brother Bob co­

captained the Kent State team in 1961. Roger earned four degrees from WVU. comJ>le,ing 
his studies for bachelor's. master's. J>hysical lheraJ>y and dental degrees. He was a dentist in 
Detroit when he died in 1996. 

Alford was a staner in at least three memorable WVU games - the 63•48 win over Piu in 
1965: the 28-27 upset win over No. 9 Syracuse in 1964: and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl 
game vs. Utah in Allanlic City. 

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athlete) 
Dick Tomtin,on (Wheeling High School. Class of 1961 ). He was a 

6-foot-5.210-pound three-sport standout who was• rare two-year "Big" 
all-class, first learn All-Stale basketball honoree: state and OVAC track 
star with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 100-yard 
sprint►: and football quanerback. He earned a basketball scholarship to 
the University of Florida and set a school game poim record. 
At old Wheeling High. he comJ>CtCd in basketball . football and track for 
three years and also golf as a senior. 
In basketball. besides being a IWO•time "Big" all-c ass and Class AAA 
all-stater. he was twice captain of both the OVAC largest Class AAA 
and the fivc•school All-City honor rolls He averaged 23 points a t,1me both as a junior and 
senior the top marks 1n the city and OVAC Class AAA.As a senior and learn captain. he led 
the W1ldca(S 10 sectional and regional titles and imo the stale 1oumamen1 before bowing 10 
Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals. He earned All•Tournamenl honors 
In track. the senior learn captain won the state one•c ass shot put 151 -4 I ·2, and placed 4th m 
the JOO-yard dash. He was second in the shot put as a Junior 
Tomlinson was All Valley both in sprints and weights. Al the OVAC meel. he won the shot 
put (51 -5 3/8) and placed second in lhe 100 and third at 220 yards 
In football. the rangy quanerback was learn co-captain and learn MVP as a senior. He earned 
AII-Cuy two years and was selected captain as a senior He rated menlmn on the All OVAC 
and All-State Class AAA two years As a senior. he led the Wildcats 10 their founh straight 
City title and 6-3 I record includm£ an 18- H upset of eventual st~•• Class AAA champion 
Weir. the only loss for the Red Riders ed by Kenned) Award wmner and OVAC Hall of 
Farner Bob Kelley. 
Al the University of Florida, after play,np on lhe freshman basketball learn, he staned three 
varsity seasons and played in 72 games with 863 points and 529 rebounds while shootmr, 
49.2% from the floor and 73.2% al lhe l .nc 
As a junior, he sel Gator school re<:ords with 44 pomts including 19 goals in a win over 
Tampa. The +l,pomls currently ranks No. 2 all-time in school history. As a senior. he aver 
aged 12.9 points and 7 I rebounds, 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Gary Repella 11970s Athlete) 

Gary Hepe/1'! (~tcuhcn\'illc High School. Class of 19701. H,• enjoyed 
~tcll:1n.:a~~r~ 111 haskclhall. hasch;1II ,ind footh:tll ror the Hig Red. 

h w;Js 111 hoops 1hm lcd 10 a col lcl!illh! sd1ol:1Ptihip :,s 011•0 S1~1lc 

co;u:hing h:gcnd r'rcd T.-ylor Inked 1hc ~1lcntcd 6-3 gu;mL one vcar after 
1.uu.Jinl! SI. Jolrn (\:-01ral s1ar Allan Homyak. • 

Ri!ll\!Ua hd1~d k·a<l Steubenville m a ::!:J• I mark as ,l scmor ;1s Bi(I 
Red. mul..:r Hall of t-';1mc Coach Clmd.; \\;1t1. \."lairucd the ()VAC Clns~ 
AAA diampionship He .ivcragcd 18.1 IXlillls p,:-r 1!:Unc in ~\.·omin':! 
the <lis1rk1 playcr-of•lhc•ycar \\'h1lc being. named tirS1-1ca111 AJl-()hio. ~ 

R~1>dla was a 1wo-1imc All-Valley ·•Big Schoor· and A.11-OVAC honorcc. He s<,·on:d in 
do!rhh: fif?,Ur"l!s in C\'~_ry _game ~I!'- ;1 senior for lhc wcll-h;1lar11:ed Big Red. He ,1\·cra!,ted 15 
JXllll(S p,:r game as ll JUIIIOr. 

Hew.is also ;1 gem on lhc dimnond. slar1ing for llm.~ ~a!'-ons . The slick liddinc ~'(."\llld hase 
m:m hdf~ .. -d S1cuh,,:m:ille win 1hc OVAC ti1lc in his sc111or season of 1968 \\ i1h a !">. 7 -I mark 

In his finnl c:unpa•!:!n. he halh.•d ~"7 on Che s1rcng1h of J'l hi~s wluk l~mg n.;m11 .. •d l1rs1 
learn All,Va Icy. Then. \\'as m> All-OVA(' lcalll al lhal lime. 

Rc1>elh~ \\;:is sch.~ch,.~d tn piny III the Ohm All Star <inmc in Columhus. whk·h \Llso si~ni­
ficd All-Stale honors He w,1s ;ilso ,I k-..·y performer for the- '>lcubenvil'c l.1.·,l!1011 et,;;un \.\o'hich 
c;-:med a hcnh i1l chc sti~lc 1ourn;11ncut IIl A1h...-ns. 

Repdla w.is ;J 1wo-ycar start~r in footh.tll at Stcu~r vtll-..· A!i- ;:1 s-..·nior. h-..· dirc<.·tcd 1hc 
itrtll 1~d oncnted Hag. Red lo a 7-2-1 ry~ord. 1y111g. J)O\\·crho11s-..~ :\lassiUrnl, He coi11I)' cted 
JO-ot•IH passes for 517 iards and li\'c 1 l)s I hat fall. 

After ,µrathrnting from '°ih:uhc1h·ilk Hi,gh. Kcpclla look his \.·cr,;a,i)e lah:rtts lo Colulllhus 
lo play hask<ihall al OSlJ. 

The NCAA h;:td ,, tulc _i1l_ pl;_1<.'c pt~•hihitirt!! frcsh111~1~ 10 1•hly or, 1hc vm·sily squad. hut 
Rcpclla made lh1.• most ol his lune with 1hc Buckc)cs fmsh. lcadme chc 11.•am \\'ilh a IY.2 
S<.'oring avc~1gc~ A h;u.:k !njury sin.wed. 111!1-. imphomorc L·amp.ii~n ~1,.hci1 he startl!d 1wo ~a1111..:s 
;111d pl;1)ed 111 C 1 . He t;.Lll11.·d 10 poiius. tn his l1rst sc,ut 1h;H season .1_1,!.-i11s1 Burler. As ;1 junior'. 
hi: scr,·c<l ,is•• b,u.-kup 10 Homy"k. a chf\:'i:-umc flrst-tl.'\UH All-Ilic 'l\'.'n honuri:c, 

Rcpclh1 Ol.'canR' ;1 full-tim1..· sl;u-h:r as a scuinr. and hi..· \\·;1s sc'i·ond on th1.· tcmn with 59 
;1ssists while ;1vcrngiog 7.6 1x>lnts a ~iune. with a high gmne or 19 points. Hc plnn·d in 2J 
or :!.J g;uncs and slarlcd 19 as a two }'lmnl. • 

He :t.iilJ resides in S11.~uhenville. ~·r"ill,!! the dcy for m;my ye;1r.- as J41w director. HI."- dau~h-
ler. l.i1.. was a 2,0(N) 1xli11t hoop st:orcr lt.lr Hig Red hefon.~ slarring m \\'VU. .. 

Chris Jones ( 19K0s Athlete) 

l'l,ri, Jm,n (Jolm .\tarshall High School. Class of 1'182). l!oh 
Mom,gorucry has amho~d a legl!ndary Cill\."Cr as che long11 me head hasc• 
hall coach al John \tarshall. In his four-plus de,·ades al the :-.1nm1rd1 helm. 
heh.is ~arnercd nearl) 9()() wins. so \\.·hen he s:t\'s Chrls Joue:,; is the "hesl 
high school player rvc coached.'" ii has 1m11a,.-t.The talented rh:.lulmnder. 
who :ilso yielded a IXl(ent hat. has the stills 10 ha<.:k u 1> Ihm statcfnent. 

In hls 1hrt.'t!' \·cars on lh-..• Mon:m:hs· mound. Jones rc-..·orded an ~lma;,i11~1 

.\0-3 pitching In.irk. Two of his :-.cll>.u:ks were shul;•ut defcals. He helped 
JM c:1pum: 1hrcc sm:cessivc OVAC ~A li1les ( I9S0-82) , .. 11·1c compitin~ :, 
hrillianl 84· 15-1 record. ' 

Junes ~tarted ~i" J,\11 c:ircer on ;i hiA?h _nolc 1..·01~1pi~ing a 9~0 pi1chi11~ 111:ir~ a~ :i "-0I,homon: 
as \lontgomery s chmgc:- won ml amaZllll! JI o1 .U starts. Jones .. \as a1.·<.:ordl!d s1.•(.·ond-h.:a111 
all-V,1llc} ·s honors lhal sprine. ~ 

He !~1ised his l~vt::I of pla> ~,·en mon: as :1 junior. d~1zzling ho1h as a hurler •md a hiucr ;l'; J~t 
l'om1ulcd :, .stellar 25-J m~rk . Al lhe plah!. Jones led Che valley wi1h a smoking _'HK) h,ntin~ 
avera,gc. i Oln!! J6-of.Q2 '" llh e1g.h1 doubles, "- , tr I>lc~. llm:li! ht1mcr, ,md .\ I R:BI \\ 11 f...: ,-..or­
ing 16 runs As a 1>it<.'hcr. he won 10 of 11 decisions. strik1111! our f2~ in 78 inuin!?s of \\ork. 
H..- h;1d ,1 111i1lisculc 1.62 ERA whilt.· W;\lki11g j~1s1 , I hiatlcr;, He 1,•amed fer.I 1e;;11;, .,II stale. 
all.Valle} and all,O\'AC plaudits 1ha1 sprin°. 

J1)rlcs was just ;1!- ?rnni1,~1ir1g as a sc11ior. Jlclping J'.\I g;irncr a 2S 9 I n.~cord. He ~trudi. out 
t 71 halters 111 97 111n111g.s ol work . He ,....-as 11 - :? on the mound wnh ~, 1.61 t--J{A. He h:111cd . .l9.l 
with -J4 hits ;u1d ;111 Ohio Valle~ k-;1Jir1g e•!!ht home runs He knocked III n mn:-. und scored \~ 
mor1.•. H-..• hl,1s1cd si.x cnplcs a11d l\\'O doubles. H-..· ,,as 11.1mclt <.·t,-capu,in of thc all-V~1lle\ 1cam 
while ul.-.o l,._•ing n;uncd llrsc 1c:1111 :dl-Wes1 Virgi11i:1.JiJI O\'A(" ;u1d alt Mouu1.1ineer l.~a~uc. 

Jones eilso sparkll·d on the !:!:nd1ron as .i scnmr.cam111!!. honorable 111cntn>11 all-OVA(· lm"r1ors 
a!-. tt d..:fcnsl\c lrnck .._ ~ • 

The Oluo ")C;itc 1I111,·ersil) \von the n:nullmg. haulc for 1111.· 1:1lcmed ~lonan.h. Jones was 
111 the Bud.:cycs· st:irtmg rotal1on ;1s ;1 !i-,•phomorc :md 1u11 or, !!OIIH,: 8-8: \\ilh 134 :--1riki:01ns 
rhe li.m~nto Bru< Jays dr:1ft":tl him m. th...: fourth round afo:r his Jum;lr )car He lHlched --evens 

s1,•;1so11s 10 rhe 111,uor-.. l\:H<."hmg 1hc.: ( I.ass AAA fc.:vd , 

Scot Maffe (19K0s Athlete) 
SctJI Waff, 1Bclla1rc High School, Class or I '18~ , Be 11 1<x,1hall. has. 

kcth:,11 or ha!ioeh:111. ~fofk dd1\.cn•c.l III qu;1lil) fo~h,un for the llt~ Red~. 
Although equalt) produc11vc in all lhree s1Kms. b,,schall w:1s lus linch ­

llin Aft~r I11s steUar Big Reus· d1:unond l"<m.·li!r. h<: n1.1tru.:ul;1t1.•d 10 Ohm 
l nivcn.it) when: hi: ph1~1,:<l haS<:hall tho:.,:- \.,:-ars fot the A1hc1ls-hased 
Bobcats. leucnng h,·,ce. • 

~faffc was .i ftn1r•)e;1r leller\\ mncr in hasl.'h;11l :it Bellaire. eanunc. :t 

myriad of honors after es1ahJ1sh111~ ii hos1 of sdu.>ol rc..·<.·on.ls ~ hen he 
<.·om1>lcted his Bil! ~eds" ,.m:cr. he l)W11cd lhc folll,w111g hasl.'ball records 
~.,::,son ;lt h,us f Hl.'.'I~. l'c1ri.:cr ,;rngks 181 t. doubles 111 n g.muc f .H . lnplcs 
111 i\ ,game i "'L RBI ma g.~(1\1.".' (6). can:er runs L<.J5J. stoh.:n hascs 1n ;1 game 1-4J. se:.lson 1.\l~ 
and career c5"►· u111mgs Intd11..•<l season 17t:,) c:1n•cr <20!, and p11ch111g wI11s s1,·,tson cl.!t. 
c:,rcer ("'16) 

He was a tirsl -tcam all OVAC. alt-Disln<:I :rnd ◄111 V:illl!} honoree 111 ;1II 1hrcc sI>orcs ;1s ;1 
s.c.:mor_.Hc was :,lso sdel'lcd to pla~ mall thn..·c OVAC All ~t.at g;uncs . 

. \J~ltl.! was a two )'l'~r "tarh.:r ac qu:Hierhack tor Co,H.·h John ,\l.tl;istm II foo1haJI Hc ,, ,ts 
spc,.:1:11111em1on all Ohio :as :1 senior along wnh hrsl tc.uu ;di b1stcn1 District ;md 41 I O\'AC 
He \\.as also thl! Bq; Reds" t,ljllam 

\faffi: \\ilS il shrk ,md ~a,·,') Ixu11t gu.ml for C'o;1ch Cicnc A11umr.1111e on ch-..• h.m.lwnod. 
l,,!'an_un~ ho11or1\hlc men1ion \I 1-0VAC \IS ,, juniur mid I rst t1..·rnn honor.-. as a senior. 

~ hl· thrl·..,.- }\."ar huo_J> k-111..·r\1, I~m1..·r \\;is 11 sc<.und tc,1111 a r \:1Ue~ htmorcl' a-. ,l jl 1uor He; 
cnJoy...-d :l hanncr si:11Ior i:n111p,ng11. l'arn111g first h:mn alJ OVA(". ;1U D1s1m:1 and 11II V.ilk\ 
hono~ wh1,e :1lso hem]; ;,1 spec1at 111<,.'lllmn a I Ohio 111norce ~ 

Jami Bendle ( 1990s ,\thlctc) 
Jami lle,id/e !Ed ison H,~h Sdu-,1. Cl:iss of 1994). flus former 

\\'ildctll tK·c \\ a:-. H~solulc y dornir1;ull 111 1hc pitching circle 1hroug,hout 
her pre1> and <.·olleg,mte L";m:L'l'S. 

Her pitching sl:lls wen.: simply mind-hogg,ling. lk11dlc fir1ishe<l with 
an N6-14 c,rn.-cr '1,"c,.'tlrd. whkh was ;111 Ohio Vallev record ◄lt lhc time of 
hi:r ,gr.tdualion . .She ,1i,·orki:d 64l) 111n111cs. while rcCordim! 780 strH~1.•0Ut!,; 
ag;.1111s1 just 150 <:al\:'er , .. ~,lks ~hi.: :1i'low-..•d 0111\ "<i7 tli1s rhosc stacs 
c-..·r1,1inly wi.:ri:11·1 hollow eich~r. :1s lhl.! 1,o 1r:111sl.i1e(I 10 three OVA(' 11tlcs. 
1hn:e s-..·ctional cmwns.1hn..-c drscrict ti[\•s :ind :1 pmr of 1rzps tn 1h.; Ohio 
.Slalc Toumaml.!IH. 

As :1 sc-nior. whi1;h was the first yc.ar of the f-:.d1son l~,Kctl co11sol1da1ion. fkndlc's \\'ork in 
th._· cirdc hd1k.·d chi.: Wiltk.11s rc.1d1 1he Di\ sI011 I regional toumamcnt with" 29-() rcL·ord. 
"ihe tkfi:;.1h.:d t Pl)l,,'f Arlington. \1,·l11k 1hro1,1, mg ~1 no-hitter. 10 lhe s1..·in1lin~1ls l'lwu· ((Ucs1 for 
n:1ttm 1nI, to s1;1t1..· cnmi: up" 1or, ag,1ins1 \\'cs1cndlle \outh 

Durrng her junior se.1'4.lll. lkndli: guided Edi!i-on ~oulh to lhe DtVls1rn1 II stale fo1;1I \.\ her"· 
11 lcll 6 I. lo Tallmadf'.C A.., ii sophoinol\.·. Edison \imuh adrnnced lo lhe ~1a1c semilinals 
hehind Hendle ·s righ1 .tm1 he-fore foiling 10 t.a(iran~li! K(.·ystonl.!. J -1 

lkndl~·s m.·comphsh,nenls did11·1 µo 11nriot1eett. She was named :1tl-OVAC four times and 
1wkc e:1rned 1.·011fercncc I>laycr of lhc )C~ff. "i.hc \\,lS lwicc named lo 1hc first-1.:am a I-Ohio 
S<(Uad and 011-..·c lo the S1..•cond-1cmn ;:di-stale unit. She \\.tS ,, rour-timc :1JI-E:ts1em l)islri<..'I p'd, 
.:ind four-~cnr 1ncmher ()f the ull River Valley l,c:;1g.uc l(.:'.atu. 

Bendlc·s pn:p promim:nci.: earned h1.·r 1h...- right 10 pll<:h ,,1 the l)ivSsiou I level. She a,1cndcd 
E.i.-.t CaroJina Univ...-rsit;,. helping. lhe l"in1tcs. to ,--.in 1hrc4,.• consccmiv1.• IHi! South 1ille~. \he 
\ms firsl- ll'am a!l•Big South ;1s 41 junior and sccond-lc;un as a senior. 

\Vhilc 1..·:1rning four lcllcrs ;1t ECl . Bendle led 1hc team i,~ wins ;:rnd ~trikeouts for 1hn:~ 
:--m1igh1 s,:asons. She lw<l ..,, "1c1ori1.•s n 1997 ;md a so lrnd l ~ complct..: games lh;ll s-..•ason. 
She limo;;hli!d at t-.{"lJ r..tnk<:d ~to11<l In srhool h1s1t,rv in games pitched f I 361. 1!:iUlle:- ._,m1cd 
I 1181. <:rnl1plc~e ga111es {92). inning.s pildtl.'d t7')), S1rikC'm11s t.PS). ,,ins (79~:md shu1outs 
(27) !\he cmn1>il...·d ,, 1.86 -..·arncd run ;1verage. which ranked fourth 111 S<.·lmnl hislorY. Abo 
;1 standout in 1hi: classroom. Bendle! earrwd Acadcmk AII-Amcrie;111 distril-t ho110~ iii 199S. 

Mike Snively ( 1990s Athlcle) 

,'1ikt• 4,"11fr(•(,· (Kh·er Hi~h School. ('J:lS."- or 1992). Ther~ ·.1.·.1s11·1 a sport 
nr Sl'ason whc~ 1his ti.)n11cr Pilo1 did 1, ·1 leave :1 ln,1i11!l m,1rk as hi: earned 
all-stall.".' status m 1hrce sports. 

Pia) i11~ for his fa1hcr ,111d fell\)\\, OVAC Hall ,lf F~u111.•r. Terr\.. in fooc­
hall. Sui\'dy I 111ish .. ·d hi~ t◄m:cr wuh 'l.L 92 \ ·;mis ,md 4J wuclulowns. As 
a senior. he 1hrew fur :!.15.l of those \,1rds~a ul l 61oud1dow11s He als.o 
lrnndll•d tl~!i! .. l..icking amt puntI11~ dut1~s. pos1111c. 11 l1'\I"-. and a p11mI11;. 
;1\ er•Lgc ol .,6J )';1rds 

During lus junior scasou. h<.: p◄lsscd f~1r 1.639 ) ~rds and 11 llll1Ch­
do-.u1'i, He also had .U 1nddc-;. from hi~ saf~I}' "-PO( thiu scaSt1I1. 

During hi:-, c;1n:1.·r. Sni1,cly was n.uucd first t\.·am ;,lll•Ohio as a senior ;,ml scco11:J-tca111 .1s 
:t junior, He wa, al-it, lirs1-te.;u11 all OVAC. all b1sh:rn DCstrict and all-Valle~ . He w~1s :1lso 
:111 .iJl-districl p!ck .ls a sophomo:'\.' as wdl 

S11tvdr pla~ ed in th1.• OVA(· All <..:t;1r (i;ull\.' whc['l' hi.' was \Ol1,•d a 1cam L"!tp1a,n 
\\hen the winier rolled around. Sni,cl\ du.111·1 sfm,. dm,.n On the b.tskctlx,1I L.Ollrt. he 

scored 1.-415 poirlls ,md kood,;,l.'d down 21-l cal\:'er thrcc·JKJ1111 g.oa "· wn·dl \\'.tS 1111 ()hio 
Valrey rcl'nrd when he ~rnduutcd. As a senior. '-.nivcly led 1he Ohio V,1lli..·,· wuh 7➔ thrcc­
lklirll goal~. Hi.: S<.'Of\:'d) IJ points during his senior sc,1sn11 en route to third team all -Ohio. 
1""11,•aw , II r,,sfem Dis1ri,·1. :ill•Valln. all•Dis1ric1 12 and all-OVAC' ,·o-,·ap1ainn·. 

~s ;i junior. ',ni,.: y l>l>un:d in ~:!:A l~llllls a contest ,o go ,,tung wi1h 7. I rd>ouiids. three 
:1sscs1s and .!.J sleals He conne<.'lt'd on 71 three poinL goals 1hat season en rout.: co honorable 
m..:mmn ,ill-Ohio. l1rsc -1cam all -Eastern Dis1rkt. ;1II-OVA(" mid all-Valle\. 

As a ..;ophomon:. Sni,dy Sl'on.:d 17 .9 1x1ints :1 !!:tmc and ha<l an ouline· where he knocked 
in IO bonus goals. which is s11II ., l{l\l,,!'r H11h rl.!cord .. 

In the !i-pring. Suh:,,_,,) shineU al shortsco1, mid pitcher ti.~r thf.' (>i)ots. H'-' fi:r1ishcd his c.irecr 
as :1 _l71' hmi.:r wi1h (>J hit'\. 64 RBI and Si;'\'1.'11 home runs As a senior. Snivel, haued 6 I,.. 
whkh w:1s :m OVAC !\!cord al the tim~. He po:-tcd ~• 5-J nx·ord c,11 the 11101111(1 \\ilh ,I 1.(1).i 
~arnt:d run avcr;Ig..:. He struck oul JO •ind walked IO in 51 innim,:!1- of work. 

Sn1\cly was :t ~rsl lcam 41JI st:1tt: .~lcrlion :is a semor an1f' ,,Jayed in the pn.!sligious 
.\111111~0 All- \1ar ( ,;uJ11..• H1.· W:ts_ lhc OVA(. Cl~l:0-S 3A Pr;1y...-r or the ,car ~,Jong \\ ith arl-Eas.c­
crn l>is1r1c1. all Valle) .ind all.EOBI.. H,· haucd ..l()l/ ,is a junior was all-OVAC. all.Eas1orn 
Dislncl and all · l:Olll.. 

Aflcr his pn·p lan· .. ·r. "1u,·cly a1tc1Hh:d (il-..-m·illc S!:n(.· CoJlcgc 10 plav foothall and h:is­
kelh;1ll He l:11cr <.'o.;,d1i:d at lil..:nvilk emd was lhli! imcrim head h;1sk1.!th:ili coach m Bl111.!licld 
~t;uc Colle~c whL·n: hL' was 1hc) oungcsl hL·ad coach 111 the :--;CA.A ,ll 24 vear:- ._,1<1. He also 
coad11.•<l womcn·s h:1:-.kc1h:1II. \\'Olllcn·s 1cnnis :uuJ soflhall ~ll Ulul..'licld. ~ 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Nate Davis (Athlete - 2000s) 

Nate Da,·is (Bellaire Hi~h School. Class of 2006) •· II dido 't matter the 
spon or season because this fonner Bi.£, Reds· standout JUSI got 11 done 

A four•year leuerma~ in basketball and a three-year ,elterman in foot­
ball. Davis re-wrote the Big Reds record books in l>oth sports. 

As a basketball player. Davis did it l>oth on the inside and outside for 
Gene Ammirante ·steam After helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSA A 
Division Ill State Toumament in 2004. Davis led the Big Reds back 10 the 
regional in 2005 and to an undefeated regular season in 2006 

He finished his prep career with 2.562 points. which ranks ninth in 
Ohio history. Davis did much more than score the ball. however. as he 
also grabbed I .I 7'i rebounds. which ranks seventh m the Buckeye State. and he passed out 
more than 500 assists 

During his senior camJ>aign. Davis averaged 38 9 points a contest en route to first team 
all-Ohio accolades. He was a finalist for Mr. Basketball and was the Eastern District. District 
12 and OVAC Class 3A player of the year. He took part in both the Ohio North-South and 
Ohio-Kentucky A II Star games 

On the football field. Davis was just as impressive for Coach John Magistro's team 
In his career. Davis completed 454 of-925 passes for 7 .345 yards and 81 touchdowns. As 

a sophomore. Davis guided the Big Reds to the Division IV state semifinals. throwing for 
2.296 yards and 22 touchdowns , 

The Big Reds returned 10 the state semilinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2.740 yards 
and 35 touchdowns. 

Davis was Ohio's Division IV Offensive Player of the Year as a senior. He was a first-team 
all,Ohioan as bo1h a junior and senior and camed second-team accolades as a sophomore. 
He was lirst-team all,OVAC three times and took part m both the OhlO North South and 
OVAC All Star games 

Along wuh his football and basketball prowess. Davis also lettered in baseball He helped 
lead the Big Reds to the regional championship in 2003 when he was lhe club's every da) 
catcher 

As a semor. Davis went oul for track and won the OVAC discus title with a toss of 140 
ri. 9 in. 

l)avis inked a scholarship to Ball State University and won the starting quarterback Job as 
a true freshman. All told. he spent three seasons as the Cardinals' stamng quarterback before 
announcmg he'd forego his senior seMon 10 enter 1he NFL Draft. 

At Ball Slate. Davis passed for 9.233 yards and 74 touchdowns.He was named the Mid 
American Conference's Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first team all MAC 
sclecuon He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Rall State team MVP both 
as a sophomore and JUn1or. 

As a junior, he led the Cardinals to a I 2-0 record and berth m the :l,IAC Championship 
Game. 

After optmg 10 enter 1he draft. Davis was selec1ed m the fifth round by the San Francisco 
49ers. He made the team as a rookie. He o,as released and later signed lo the team ·s prac1ice 
squad in 20 IO He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks. but has spent the last 
several seasons in an indoor league 111 Texas. playing for the Amarillo Venom 

Davis becomes che second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame. His brother. 
Jose. was inducted in 2007. 

Class 
of 

2018 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

April Rotilio (Athlete - 2000s) 
April Rotilio, St.John Central (Class of 2006) - Speed was the name 

of the game for this former Lady Irish track and lield standout. 
RoCtho ,s one of lhe area's mosl decorated 1rack and field competitors. 

havini compiled a whopping 12 medals as the OHS AA state meet 
The premier event in Rotilio's career was the 400 me1er dash. She 

placed four times at the state meet. including earning gold as both a 
junior and senior. As a senior. she needed a furious kick m the linal 
100 meters to win the title in a school-record lime of 56.09. Along with 
the two golds. Rotilio also earned a silver in the lap dash ,n 2004 and a 
fourth place in 200.l. 

Her speed was limited to the 400. however. She was twice a bronze medalist in the 100 
meler dash and once a bronze medalist in the 200 . She briefly owned the Division Ill state 
record m the 200 meter dash when she won 1he OVAC title m 24 87 She owns the SJC 
record (12 12) in the 100 meters. too. 

Rottlio's third state title came when she anchored the 4x2 1cam m 2006. 
Along with her state prowess. Ro11lio set the regional record in the 400 meter dash and 

also won 11 OVAC event titles as she led her teams 10 four consccuuve conferenc,; cham­
pionships. The Lady Irish finished as Division Ill state nmnerup twice during her career 

Along with the outdoor success she enjoyed. Rotiho was the 400 meter indoor state run-
nerup in 2006 

After her prep career. Rot,lio competed al \.\est Virgm1a University. eammg all Amencan 
honors twice during the indoor campaign. 

She was a member of the :vlountaineers • Distance Medley Relay. which achieved the 
honor at the nationals along with a 4x4 team that scored m the NC AA Championsh1 p Mt-et. 

As an individual with the :vlountaineers. Rotilio s1ill owns a pair of school records. She 
sci the mdoor and outdoor 400 meter dash benchmarks in 54.29 and 52.71. respectively. 

Rotilio also earned Academic All-American honors during her career m Morgancown 
Before conccntratmg fully on track at SL John. Rot1ho lettered twice m basketball. 

Earl Haberfield (OVAC •Contributor') 
Earl llaberfield (Wheeling Central Catholic High School. Class of 

1954). He originated the OVAC Basketball Classic - the Ohio vs. West 
Virginia all-star game now called che OVAC Samuel A. Mumlcy All•S1ar ~- ~~ 
Basketball Classic- serving as the game director for the first five years of ~/.-~• 
the t=vent and as an active committee member for several years. 

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game 
in 1984 an award renamed in his honor as the OVAC Earl Haberfield 
Coaches Award. 

Haberfield's coachmg career mcluded several stops - both inside and L..-.:-':._ __ .J 
ou1side 1hc OVAC - and concluded with 382 career victories. 

He coached nine years at his alma mater - Wheeling Central - winning five W. Va. Class 
AA Catholic Championships. In 1963. the Maroon Knights were undefeated: ranked No. I in 
the all-division W Va State rankmgs and were the OVAC AAA champions. 

Haberfield coached two years at Bishop Donahue. leading the Bishops 10 the I 969 W. 
Va. Class A Ca1holic Champ,onsh,p: three years at Warren Local High. named Tri-Valley 
Conference Coach or 1he Year m 1970: one year at Crooksville. leading the Ceramics to the 
Ohio Class A Regional. live years at Wintersville. engineering a rebuilding of tha1 program: 
and two years at Meadowbrook. leading lhe Colts to their best two-year won/loss record up 
lo that point. 1---------------------------------~ Outside the OVAC. he coached at Vanlue and Amherst Marion Steele. 

Ron White (OVAC 'Family') 
Ron White •Springfield Local High School. Class of 19661, A member of 
the OVAC becuuve Board for many years. his "baby .. for 23 years was 
one of the conference showcase events - the OVAC Banquet of Champions. 

White served as chairman until 2016 of the s• a which featured more 
than '?00 attendees honorina 7 5 championship teams. 50 scholarship win­
ners and the conference coach of the year prescnta11on. 

I 

While is also an 'n1egraJ part of the conference in basketball. serving as 
the assistant basketball commissioner for nine years and then being named 
the successor to 1he late John Howell as basketball commissioner beginning 
wich the 2016-17 school year. He's aJsospcm many years on the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game Committee. 

He "as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. working on 
the courts in both Ohio and West Virgin·a for .lO years. He officiated five state tournaments in 
\Vest Vir'@.inia and drew seven regional assignments in Ohio 

White is also a. "'·f!ll-respccled track official. s~rvmg primarily as ,1 starter and working at 
both the high school lOh,o and West Virginia) and collegiate levels (~EC and PSACl. He 
received the OVAC Cal Giffin Memonal Track Service Award in 2009. A 1971 graduate of 
West Liberty State College who later obtained his master's degree from Wesl Virginia Univer­
sity, he was an educator/athletic director/coach in the Buckeye Local School District and was 
responsible for starting the track program a1 old Buckeye South High School. 

White. who spent 14 years in the Ohio Nauonal Guard and now resides in Wheeling. is also 
111,olved with the West Virginia "Super Si, .. stale football championships 

He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Baske1ball Coaches Associalon All-Star Game in 
1978 and served as the presidenc of Districl 5 that year. 

Haberficld was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Certilicate of Merit in 1963. '64 
and '69 for contnbu11ons to West Virginia a1hle1ics: was given honorary memberships to lhe Ohio 
Distncl Basketball Coaches Associations in Districts 3, 5 and I 2: received an OVAC Certificate of 
Recognition for Exemplary Service in I 982: received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club of 
the Upper Ohio Valley's Award for Outstanding Achievement in 1993: and was a charter member 
or1he Wheeling Central Athleuc Hall of Fame in 2017. 

Haberficld graduated from West Liberty State College in 1958 and was inducted into the 
West Liberty Achletic Hall of Fame in 1996. A U.S. Navy \'eteran of the Korean War. he 
passed away in 2007. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Simonson (l\-kdia) Steve Kish, Jr. (Officials) 

},Jim .'iimm,~m, ([kallsvillc High Sd1ool. ('la:-.:-. of J9M•). A multi - Stet·(• Kish.Jr (Bridgeport H,~h \dmol. Ch1~s of l<H>.'l 
mcdm \"Ch~ran. he has worked mon: 1h.u1 1lm.·.: lk·r.1d1.:s III holh r.u.Jm ,md Hls list uf ,,ss1.gmncn1s durin,! a ➔0-)'car can:cr as :1 \\ n:S4 mg offo.·1"1 
tclc.,, 1sin11 CO\ cring rootOall m\d l'M..1ys· haskclOall ~•uncs as .1 1>la~ -b~ -pla~ 1s 111 111\,·ss1\c. lwadt:d h) ~8 OHSA A S1:1!.._, l"ourn.imcnts~ fi\c \\ V~SAC 
announ..:,:r in 1hc: OVAC \mt.: Touma1m.•nls a nl .\n 0\-AC Ron ~t.,uck \\'rcs11ing lournamcnts 

s·monson is \\\.•ll~known for h"s n.·~:m:h and pn!IJ work rct?:mliu~ at 1lch.$ H\.· fl so \\nrkcd 1t1c .\k([mu hl\'ilntional 18 timi:s ;111d 1hc \\alsh kstut 
and co.1chcs prior to thc bm.1dcas1s. compilin~ results. series n.'t.~ords. coach- To11rna111cm ~O 1imcs alom? \\llh 10 Ohio Junior Hi2h 'tch<'N.) ')talc 
lll l! r<!c:orcls. I>1.l)Cr slclllstics and olhcr nolcwor1h) n"'onnat1on. Tournnincn s - ~ 

Known ;1s tht; "Ol•io Valley Spons Doc1or··. S1111011son h,1s scn:c.•d ,as an Among 1is ,1,,ards. Ki~h n.·1.·,.,:1vcd lhc prc:--tigiou:- OVAC ·).It, .\fat' 
.m.ilyst for chc \VTOV TVQ .. Ci:unc of thc Weck .. and conlrihutes 10 tha1 honor m 19~«.J: was sdcch.:c.l 01110 Otlil:1:11 of lhc )e;1r in l()C.)7 ;111d 2010. 
s1;11~011\ htgh school f(>oth;1ll "playo1T \\<1ti:h". 0\'AC Offo.ial of the ,car 111 1<>97: and \\·c:-1 Vire nm Ollu.·1;11 of 1he 

H<." also had a \\'Cckly "lfXll1S talk show for ~~ year,; on\\\\ VA radio startmo in I Q88 While Yc;u-· in I tJ99. "' 
chcn:. he c.·arnc:d 1hc \\'cs1 V1rg11ha Spon~asicr of 1lw 'lcar '-"' ard m I ~)7. l:' He \\ ,is rnductc.:d 11110 the Ohio \\"rc:-slling. Of1krn s H.;1II of hunc.· in I,.,_)(}., 1hc OH~AA 

Sunonson has provided ass1st,111cc.: O\.'Cr lhc )Cars lo Ooth lhc OH SAA ,and\\ V'-;SA(' fool • Of11c.·1als Hall o h1n1c.· m t)'l)9: the.· \lc<lina lnv11:11ion:1I H.;,JI nf hum: in .!(X>J~ and m,-.q 
h.tll playoff ,:omputcr r.,t1ngs:· grou1,s He \\';ts .1 rccip1cnt of the t-::m:t Ohio tnler~(.'holastic.- rcc.·i:ntl) 1mo 1he ,auona \\ rc.:stling Httll of PamdOhm ('haJHcr in 2014. 
A1hlctiL· Admi11i.-;1n11or·s ;\,1edm Award. Kish. who retired as an offic1a 111 201..i hut rcm;u11s .;1c1ivc as an OHSA A ohscrn·r. eum:'nlh" 

He pre\·iousl) sen.·l•<.I ns a volmg memher for the prestIgIou:- He,snrnn J"roph} and m<m) SC.:f\'l'S ,ts lhc c.·ot.mlln:ttor of thc OVA(' Rud~ ;\1umk) All-«,;i:ir foo1hall G:.1111c·s 10-,ea'r 
other a,, ards mduding 1hc Bc:1r Bl} a111 Co,tch of thl!' Yc:•r :-w:1rd: h:1sJ.:c1halrs ~:usnuth :ind R\"union 
\\'oodt.-n aw,lfds. and is an official donor to lhe Baseball Hall of F.une in Coopcrs10,, n when.• Kish ~r•nlu:llcd from \\c.'tol l,ihcrl) Stale { ·ollc~c.· with a hi1d1clor·s dl.!grcl' m "..:-condar~ 
helms ;1 lifcllmc mcmhcrsh11>. f..d11cat1on in 1970 and rcn:h,cd a nrnsler\ de~f\.'\' in scn,ml;1n. 1.·dm:a1ion admuustrmion from 

A 1•rndu.tlc.• of West l .1hc.•r1v S1;1lc ( 'nllc,g:c. he.• .'"-'rvcd twn vcar.,;, u1 llll· l .S. Arm,: w;1s ;1 \\est V rcmm l III\.Crs1l\ 111 J9?J • 
t~achcr ,11 \\'hcdi1tg. l\\rk High 'k·h<x.,I for ., I ycMs (rc11r111~ in 1001J. m1d serve.·~! <111 ihc.· He n.·lir\.'d aflcr 4.t ~C;-r-. as an educator induding .,6 yl'ars as a "chool m.lin1ois1rn10r He 
l mon Ltx.·,il Board of t--.. duc.-a11011 laugh! l-:m!h:,;.h from 1969-"'6 ;:uHI scr\c<l ;ts head wrestling c.:oac.:h al \1ar11ns h:rn lor s \ 

1---------------------------------l)e:i"rs r 197() 7M His d11;1I 1111..•cl record w:1s J., 16 f with no 1c.-.111g !<>Caso1\s ;111d he co;adtcd -~ 
:-cc.·1io11al ch,11npioi1~. 10 distrii:1 c:hampions. 15 srn1c qualilicrs and two state pl;K''-' wmncr~ 
His 11:,ams won 1hc t<)7() and ·73 discrk1 titlL•s ,tnd h~ ,vas named East D1!\tric1 Coach of lhl 
)car m 197-l. 

Jack Berger (Coaches) 
Jud, llrri:rr I Shadyside H,~h Sd10ol. <"lass or I 9+H. He founded 

~hadysid<• track 111 1961 and was the architect of the OVACs all lune 
drnmpio11ship-\\.'ll11t111g hoys· 1rnl·k Jlrogram. coaclung 1hc ·1iger.- to lhctr 
1irst SC\·cn OVAC ti1les t all in Class AA in a 1hn:e-class formm) from 
196R-7J whi<.·h started ;111 OVA( n·<.·ord slrcak of IJ <.·onsc<.·u11"·c chmn 
p1onships extended h), his sucec.•ssnr and l(mncr assistam Tom Vkhich 

He was also<.1 c.·o-foundcrof lhe l11tersl:1ll• Tr..1c:k 1.cag.uc.g.uHlmg Shadyside 
10 SC\.Cn scmighL league ci1Jes an<.I a record .it\ l'<m~"Cuti"e d.ual mcct vk'HH·tcs 

Ber~er led Shad) side 10 the sdnx)rs lirs1 Ohm ( lass A D1s1rict rnJc u1 
I 91' I and to 1hc Shadys,dc Relays crowns m 1hc first ) c•1r of lhc c,·cnt 
\\·luch he hclpl•d l'Slahlish 111 197! and a runner up finish 111 ' 7J. lwo Bd1110111 ('ounl) R:llays 
chnmpionships and ru1mcr•u1> fi111~hes in the district and r~g1on:d m,i:cts 

He ,1lso co•1chcd 1hc rigcrs' 1tx•1hall tc;tm from 1960 (19. lk>stmg n 16 36-(1 l"l.!i:ord, 
~h;1dyside won ihe OVAC Class A lit le in 1963 with ,L 7 • l-2 n:corcl \\'hifc olhcr top rcc.·onf 
lcams und..:-r Bcr-:ti.!'r 11u:ludcd tJ I 111 1968, 8 .! Ill 1966 :111d 7) lll L9h:'l . 

HI.' was hom.1r('d fo "ihad~s1dc \lo1lh .. Jac:k lk~\.'r D:t) •• on June 15. 197➔. 

Bob Montgomery (Coaches) 
HfJb 1Wm1t,:n111erJ (:\1oundsville High Sd1ool. Cl:iss of I9(>-l}. He wa.;; 

a fhturc i11 lhc d11goul for lhc :\tonar":h:-. servi11g .a:? yc•tr:,;. as hc.·nd hm•e­
h;ill co.;K·h ;uid amassing ;rn impressive rc1.:ord nf 86<).J45 whi,:h r.mb 
scc.~ond in OVA(' his1ory behind :\fag1,oh.1·-. IJ;1\·c ('i:,;,01r .ind lhird in \.\'c~I 
Virginia pri:p hislol) hc..·hCnd John Lowery or foffl·rson High and Cisar. 

Mo111!!-oincry coached lcams won 2J ~ec:tional titles: made lhc regional 
finals L\ 1im\.'s and reached thc ('Jass AAA State Tournament th-e times. 
h_ighli,g:lue~I hy th~ 198~ srnte chmnpionshiJ> where J~·I hcac Hunlingcon 
t-.a~l. S-7. m the l1lle game. 

His temns captured seven OVAC 1>tayoff ch:unpmnslup~. rcachin~ 1h..:­
confcr\·1K·c playoff:-; 15 times. The :\to11archs abo c;1I,1urcd se,·cn regular season crowns and 
live playoff litlcs in the ~tountain.:cr t...caguc fmm 1976-86, 

;\·1ont!!onwry. who retired rollo\\.i11g lhc 1017 ~c:1so11. <:oached J5 a11 4 statc pl:,~ers ;md 
,1101'c.· ~h~m 70 who pl;1ycd college O,.sd,all 1nclud1ng {)VA( " Ha I ol h11ncr t ·h,s l onc.·s f·k 
1~ ;1 ml·mbcr of the Wcsl Virginia lfaschall Coaches Assodation .;md the Arncric..111 Basehall 
( ~1a<.·hc,;, Association. 

He w;1s sclec.·1ed ;1s the 0\1A(' B,;1sehall ( 'oad1 nf 1hc ,car three 1imes mid the ~cs1 Vir-.?ini:1 
Coach of the Year li,c limes. Hf..' ;1Jso was ho1lorc<l ~,s lhc.• Up1~r Ohio V;1llcv Dap1>er.Dan 
Co-:\1:111 of lhc Year Cw1th ;\·tagnolia's Cisar) :It lhc .i2nd Clmril} Awards lfantJuc.•1 in 2<H)9. 

Moru,gmncry also douhlcd as a n·s1x·c1c.·d haskcth;tll tmd hascha!I ollicial. 
A member of che Ohio Valle) Board nr A~provcd Basketball Oflidals and a 1w,Hcrm 

1>rcsidem. he"s l'k!en a rl.!fo~e since 19(1.,. working more 1han \.000 g,1m,i:..; induding .,t.) ..;iatc: 
lomo;uncnts ind ud iug. ~) cllarn1>io11sbip .game:,; in \\"est '\·1rginia ;md 4h·c to11rn:11ncn1~1hrcl' 
ht e 1•.;m1l'S rn Ohio. He :ilso officiated c.·nfll•i;imc hoops ln the \\·est Virgi111:1 Confcrc.•11-1.·c. 

H·: hcgan um1,iring An1c.·rka11 Legion baschall in 1972 and has worked lhc \\csl Vm.!Cni:1 
"talc "fimrn.u11c.·n1s ,.,.·hik ;1lso s~>cndinr 20, e:.irs • 1970-<X}I doi•N NC 'AA Di\ ision 11 ;md \\cs1 
Virginia Conforcncc r ~uncs including t1ve ·1ourname111s. .. 

He was the tlrsl \\csl V1rgmm n•.-.1denl induclcd into lhe OHSAA Ofeic1als H:1JI of J--:unc tn 
1008. was 1he 1989 Official of the ,car honoree hy cite ~a11unal l'edcralion of ln1ersd1ola,1i,· 
Otl1ci.1ls Ass.<>clalion and ~cc1vcd 1hc IJ1st1ngt11sh<.·d \\.est V1rgnu:111 Awnrd 111 1012 

,\lonlfOlllcr)." lhree-sport achleie H«>lball. basd>all. baskcilmlll ;ii \loundS\ Ile H,eh . 
gradu;ucd from \\·est L1hc11> S1a1c Colk~l' m 1969 and oh1amcd his masc..:r"s tk'erc.·c in co;n. 
mu111c;,11mns from \\csl Vtrg111i;1 lJni,·erslly in r97?. -

Bob Plotz lAthlctc - 1940s) 
Hob ,,tor:.. I ~1artins t-♦err) H1!?h ~chool. Cl:,ss o( 19461 A Puq>lc R dcr 

tf.,01b.1II ;111d lr:1<.'k sl;indout. ~w was <.·o-c;_Ipta111 on both f--cm 1c;11n.-. .ts .­
senior He c;1rned tirst team. one~class All~Ohio :ind firs1 1carl1 AIJ OVAC 
lar~csl Cl;1ss AA :is 1Jw J-rc.·d rhrn11as-coad1c.·d Rider wenl 9-( ;md l'.jlll· 
lured 1hc OVAC champ1011sh1p 

The tlm.·c )Car kucrman 111 ho1h foothaU and lr.tl·k plll)1.'d in llll' first 
Ohio ~orlh South All -Siar (iamc mid co11111111ed 111s slatewuJ~ 1,crfor 
1u;m,c.· 111 u.ack \\.lwo he.· pl;Ked 1h1n.l · ,1 lhc.· lo\\ hu1'Ulc, ict lhc.· h1rl!cst 
dass .,.;talc: meet. • 

He.· earned c1 f(x.1thal scholm~htp to ;he l '11i\Cf:lill) of l'ittshu~..:!h \\ lll're 
hc.· bt:l':tfllt: a four Yl'ilr rc.gular ~rnr1 i11~ .;.1s :i 17-year-old lrcshm,i 1. Plo11 w;is sc cch:d hl the 
A t-Opponem tc,1111 ofh:ick)ard ri,al \\csl V1~Jllllit I 11I,<--·rsil) ;111d \\as sdccLc.·d 10 1h, A l 
bbl lc.·cun As a senior he l.\ :1s an honornOlc mcnl i(w A ll•Amcric;1 sc cc1I011 

~>\otz w;•s pic.'keU in the ~ I lh mund of 1hc \at ion•,, ro,.uhatl l .. c:I~lll' l)r:11'1 ll\ t 1.: { '(t.'\.d;1nd 
Bro\\lls htll wns ;1lso "draflcd'" h\ the l "i Arrn\ mw si:ncd 111 thc.· Kor<..'<HI \\·:ir 

Hl' ,,as induucd i uo the.· Martins rcrr: Alhlciic. H;1H of Fame 111 ~01<, 

He was 1hcn ,;\ss1st;11H prmi:q>;:11 ;:1\ Bcllain: Hi,gh "ichool from 197()-78. and prmcipat from 
197R-<)() hcf(,rc n:turning 10 .\l.irtins Ferry 10 save as Su1>erintemJcn1 of ~chools from 
1990-<.>9 Sim.·c that time. he h11s served as \tuski11gum C'ou,u) Al Risk Coordmmor for tour 
)l;1rs. ;1ss1srn111 princ1p.il ofZ:111csv1llc High Schtx.,I for li\.c )Cars. as:-is1an1 prim.·1par al \\"..:-st 
~lu~kingum Hi~h "choo for cwo yc;trs and ;1s ptmc1p;1I ;11 \\'cs1 ~luskm~um \liddlc \d1ool 
for l"-O )Cars. He relm:d 111 .!012. hut SJ'k.nl five monlhs as u1h:rim prmciIlal at \\oodsfied 
t-:lcml'lll~1n. School in 20 IJ 

Among ·h1s cducmmn related onices wen.• prcsidc.·111 t,f the Bcl111ont-H.1mson Pnm.·1pat":-. 
A:,;.s<:111.:iation- pn::,,;1dcn1 of lhc lkln,or11-H:1rr1srn1 "'iu1>cn111cndc.·nt \ Assoc1:n1on. n1t..•111t>cr or 1he 
OVA( t-.Xc..'\'Ull\1.; Hoanl and a pa.,t OVA(" pn:sidc.:ni • tl)S:!-83 am.I I9SJ-8-0: member nf the 
Ohm '\ictwon: rra111ing. and Assislance for "ichools and Communi1ics (O:,r-."l'A~C) t-_\c.·cu1iw 
HoMd: an<l pn:srdcnl ol ,he Ohio V;,llcy \\'rcsrling Otlici:,ls Associa1ioJ\, 

Robert Pritchard (Athlete - 1'>50s) 
Roht.•rt Pritchard t\\ hcd111g Hi~h School. Class of llJ:'.'\J. He is. 

h1s1oncalE) . ;1mong 1hc cliLc \\rcs1lcrs in OVAC his1ory. He 1101 onl) led 
\\ h~dllll!, High School 10 th1: tirsl ~lale (0111.•-classl clrn1111,ionshi1, for an 
OVA{" nwmbcr. u1 195.'. ht.t hc(.';nnc lhc nrs1 wrestler from the Ohio 
Valk) :m<l ch<: stal<.' of \\cs1 Virt:111ia 10 win dm.'e suuc dmmpionships 

As a\\ 1ldca1 sophomore m 1951. he captured the stall" rn1c·cl•tss I0.'-
1x>tmd slate titlL• ;111J follo\\'ed wi1h consel·ucivc cro\\ns in Jt.)'52 and 19'i,l 
111 the 112 1xm11d cl.1ss. In l hc 1hrcc 11 1a s. he lfclcatcd ~rnpplcr:- from 
Graf1011. lkckk) \\oodrow Wilson ;111d hos1 ParkcrshurtJ_ 

During tlmc era.\\ hec.'1111g High .;md other h1r h sc:hooJ 111.11 1ca111s com 
J>clc.·d nol nrll) <lg<Jill~l olhcr hi~h sc.-hools. hut ,lgillllSI 'l \1CA wr<.•s1Jint; 1c11ms Pri1c '1ard. 
11il"kmmll·d ··Bull". was 11nh<.'alc11 "s ;1 sopho111orc ,111d S\.'IIIOr w11h h1:,;. onl) loss 111 106 
nlald\c.::,; to ;i Y~t('A !!r.;1p1llcr from Coh1 nhus. who h..: 1~11cr dcfcatcd l\\.1e<.'" He- \\l,s t111hc:11c1, 
,1g.1i11st high st.:htk>I <.'Otnlk:litors 

The Wildcats stale champimtship rnad1 w;is r.d Murph~. assisted hy OVAC Ha I ,,1 
F,,ml· eo:,c:h Boh Roe. lhe \Vildcms hc;id coach in fon1h:1II and track Precchard .1lso <.fl!di1s 
Barnesville s Jim Br.1dticld. who wrestled at Ohm "i1,1tc ,md lc.·d the Whc.~cling Y~1C"A 
v,rcs1ling 1>mgrnm. ln his. dc,clo1Jmcru alo11¥, \\'llh his older Oro1hcr Bill. who ~,tso ,,.l\.'Slkd 
:u \\-:,, Vlff'lllDI t . 

Aflc.·r :gr;1dua~io11 from hi~h sd,ool. Uoh Pritch;,1rd rdoca;c<.I lo C;1lilorma and c.tmed a 
<lcgr*\:'C from 1hc lJ11lv\"rs11y of { alilt1rni,1-S,1(.'r;11nc:mo. wlu,:h didn"t s1xmsor a wres1[ing 
lc;u11 .. However. Pritdl.lnt continued 10 t:ompck on lhc) ~1CA ll•vcl 

Geno Sessi <Athlcir - 1'>50s) 
<it'JJo St!1d j ~l. (J;11c:-.v1lk High School. ( 'l;1s, of 19~6). He 1s regarded 

:1s. one of the Red De\'il!,; hcst-e"cr mull1-sport :uhleles wlule c.·om1>cluli' 
in loothall and trnck. 

lr1 the sprin~ sI>orr. he \Vas 1hc lc;1cl111g scorer 1wo s1r;1igh1 years in the 
ont:•\.·lo,ss OVA(' Track Mcl..'t and led his 1c.:,un to 1hrcl' ~u-.1igh1 titles .is 
pan of sI:x L'OnS<:c1111,e Red De,1[ l·mwns 11<>5:?:-57• nmchctl h, Dan: 
i>ortl·r$i1.:ld A sprinter. hurdler and rcl•1y mcmllCr. Scssi le<l all sc(,rcrs .1s 
,I j u111or \\ uh I) 1 lk.HnlS and as a senior wCrh I➔ 1/2 Jk>illls 

In loolha I. lhl' 5 fool S. 17J-1'xrnnd two \\'a) h4'c.-k and kJck n.!IUrnl..'r 
,~or rn1ly si;I a M,;hool ri.·c.·ord wi1h 1.ax 1Kmlls ;is a si;nior.hlll led th.,_• Ohio 
V,1JIL•\' as wdl. Thal mark f;1sk•d 0IK· \1..'ar wh,•n former te;umn.itl' J1111 Kar st·tm.•d one more 
J'xlim· ( 1-49} h,,;fon; 1hc OVAC Hall l;f ra,u<:r wcni on Ill st:~rt .u Penn 'ica1c and ,,i1h 1hc 
\\~;sh1n'!!to11 Redskins 

In fo1.)1hall. ~l·ss1 was All ()VA( · l.t~l'SI ( • ;1ss AA. two }cars. All \ 'arle} "B1::, \dmo •• co 
c:1p1:1i11 :is a senior All-b1s1 ... ·rn Ohio two vc.·:trs nnd All •Ohio lar,tcsl Cl.;1ss AA. sl..'cond ccam 
ck•fcns1ve had, as a scmor He \\'a:,; a t\\'o-iune All -Valle:,,, trm:k co-c.·aplam . 
. He e◄ rned a lnott>.aU scho nrsh1p w 1he L i111\ersil) of Iowa whc.·tc. ;:1f1cr pfa) inJ? oil 1hl..' 
lrl·~hman lcam. 111,1d1.; a !>mo1sh111g \;irs1l~ dchut a~ ,I sophomore b) sc.'orml! three louchdowns 
on 1hrcc I>lays rn J6 ~.ird nm . .tn<l pass r1;1,:i.:1>11011s of 80 :111d I 'i )ards m •• sd1tx>l-rc-L·ord 
70-15 ~•asrnH,1x·nrng rout of l lah S1a1e Ht>\\C\ er. "iessi·s c;,rel'I' \\as cul shor1 \\ 1th :t se,cre 
knc<.· IIIJUI; in lhc rcma 11111~ Cl"ht _game:-. he !"rnnc.·d onl~ \ l }<mis 0111d tcH1tr1cd 01 kn:kofl 17 
):mts nw knee tnJLlf) tfan:d up a~,:11n n spn1111 drills Lo end Ju.; pl:t} mg L'ar·ccr. 

\l'S:"\i pass"·,1 ,I\\ ay in 20 l h 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Don Osby (Athlete - 1960s) 

Don O$by 4Steubenv11le High School. Class of 1968► A lhrec-spon Bif 
Red stalwan. he ,s regarded as the besl ever track Ions Jumper 111 OVAC 
history. He won Ohio's fargesl Class AA long jump tile as a sophomore 
(2J...fe<!l, J-inches) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligible 
40\.Cr agcJ as a senior 

As a 1un,or. competing on one of the most talented track teams m OV 
h,s,or,. he was one of 10 Al l Valley B18 Red selecuons and one of four 
Big Red co-captains whi le being cited as ··the fines I jumper ever on Ihe 
local scene .. That sprinB, he won the Ohm Slate meet. the prestigious 
\1ansfield Rcla)s. OVAC Class AAA. Manms Fell) and West L1ben) 
Relays. the Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet. He also ran a leg on an 
OV record sen In~ •h440 rela~ unII which timed 3· 19 8 

As a sophomore. bes•dcs 1he s1aIc crown. he won he Manins Ferl) Re,ays m 23-1 J.4. 
Bif Red won us first four OVAC ,rack crowns from 1964-67 with Osby featured on the 

last t\\0. 
ltl fooIball. he ""' a thrcc-)·ear s1andouI al end on Ohio-ranked ,earns wiIh records of 

9-1. 9-1 and 8-2. 
He was also a staner m basketball He 1s honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame 
Osby accepled a football scholarship 10 the t;niversily of Iowa and slaned at" idc rcc.:Iver 

as a sopllomore when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards.Ih1rd on the team. Afters mng oul 
his j unior )Car w11h an injury. he reiumcd as a sianer at ughI end as a semor. He passed away 
,n earl) 2018 lit Cmcmnau. 

Bill Tucker (Athlete - I960s) 
Bill Tuck,r (Weir High School. Class of 19621 A three-spon Red Rider 

aIhlete. he was a major pla)er on back,10-back state Class AAA champi­
onsh,p ,earns before Slamni in college and competing f.ve years in 1he 
Nanonal ~ootball League. 

A two-way back and defensive tackle. he Ieamed w lh OVAC Hall of 
Farner Bob Kelley lo lead Weir to the 1960 stale crown wi1h a 40-0 mle 
game rout of Ni1ro. The anchor of lhe 1961 team. he scored two TDs m 
a ~6-i stale 1,I1c win over St Albans Bolh teams finished 10· I Tucker 
eamcd first team All~State as a senior and 1h1rd team as a Junior He was 
selmed capIain of Ihe AIJ.OVAC and All-Valley squads as a scmor. In two 
seasons. he scored 11(, pornIs and rushed for 1.445 yands. In the annual Oh10-W.Va All-Star 
~•me. he lc<I W Va to a 12-6 win and was selecIed team MVP. 

He played fo,ward and center in basketball and staned on the I 962 team which went 
unbeaten In regalar season. won an OVAC l1lle, and ended 24-1 as Slate Class AAA runner-up 
lo Beck cy Woodrow Wilson In track. he ran Ihe hurdles. 220- and 440-)ard sprints, and was a 
member of 440. 880 and mile relay umts lit OVAC and slate compeuuon. 

After taklllg a year off after high school. he accepted a football scho!arship to Tennessee 
State I Iniversit>· lo p!a) for Hal of Fame coac~ John Memtt A four,year player. he rushed 281 
times for 1.321 yards. He was selccIed 10 play 111 1he Btue-Gray Classic and Scmor Bowl. Ille 
firsl Tiger to play in Ihc latter. 

Me was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the Ihird round. as Ihe 65th overall selection. 
and competed as a fullback for five years in the NFL- • four with Ihe 49ers and one with Ihe 
Chicago Bears. In 69 games. he rushed 127 times for4J I yards and 6 TDs and landed 59 passes 
for 496 vands aud seven scores. 

Tucker, who pass..><! away in 2015. is induc1cd into the City of Weinon Hall of Fame. 
Tcnncss..-e Stale U. Sporis Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall of Fame. 

Keith Vrotsos <Athlete - t970s) 
K~ith Vrotsos (Manins Fell)' High School. Class of 1979). Hpersonified 

versa1iliIy at an elite level. sIarring for the Purple Riders in football. bas­
kcIball and baseball. the diamond spon proving his pathway to a superb 
collegiate career.The four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball 
Icam baucd better than .330 his first Iwo seasons before e,ploding in 
his junior campaign. Vro1sos earned firs1-1eam AII-OVAC. All-Eastern 
District and All-Valley honors that campaign after hilting at a robust .458 
chp He concluded his prep career by tunung in a superb senior season. 
He compiled a J86 average with 21 RBI. He was again accorded first 
team All-OVAC. All-F.astem DisInc1 and All-Valley honors The 5-11. 
I70-pounder was a four-umc Eastern Ohio Baseball All-Star Game pa<11cipant 

Vrotsos was also a standout on the ~ndiron. He e.,cc•led as a placckicker as a sophomore. 
kickint1 19 PATS and one field aoal before becoming the Purple ·s smning QB his final two 
seasons. Vrotsos competed -l9-of-lOO tosses as a jun:or. good for 531 yards. He also rushed 
for ~50 stripes. As a se~Ior. he earned sccond,team Al Ohio l 'PI honors afler completing 
56-of-1II passes for 581 yards while also rushin~ for 42.1 stripes. He also picked off three 
passes as ,; defensive back. In addition 10 his all-state honors. VroIsos was named iirs1-1eam 
AII-OVAC.AII-Eastern DistricI and All-Valley. He IIJSO played in the OVAC All-Star Game. 

He was also a 1hrcc~)car kttcrman in hoops The talented point guard averaged some 7 
points as a sophomore. 10.1 as a junior and 9.2 as a senior He was named second-team 
AII-OVAC as a senior. He helped lead the Purple Riders lo seclional litles his final two 
campaigns and capped his hoop career by playing in the OVAC All-Star Game. 

Vro1sos earned a baseball scholarship 10 Ohio University where he leuered all four years and 
was named co-cap1ain in bolh his junior and senior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats 
was outstanding as he baued .341 wI1h 12 doubles. I tnplc. 7 home runs. 32 RBI and 12 stolen 
bases. Vrotsos was a second team All-Mid-Amencan Conference selecuon as a senior. He fin­
ished his Bobcat can.>cer with a sharp J II balling average When he graduated. Vrotsos ranked 
in the top 10 in the following categories: games played (I57).hits (I4I).home runs (I5).RBI 
(791. doubles (20l. Imal bases 1201 ). runs scores t 105) and stolen bases 130). 

Ron Lee (Athlete - 1970s) 
Ron l..ee (Bellaire High School. Class of 1971 ). Lee is on Ihe shon lisI of 

ou!Slandmg runnmg backs who have graced Nelson Field. 
The 6-3. 195-poundercamed Ihe Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky 10 an 8-1-1 

mark in his senior campaign. Bellaire finished second in the OVAC JA Iitlc 
chase. 1ra1hng Wintersville. The teams ued 0-0 in regular-season play. The 
Big Reds finished No 19 in 1he UPI Class AAA poll. the largest dass1lica• 
tion in 1he slate 

Lee rushed for 9$9 }ards and l 6 TDs Ihal fall . His 108 points led the 
OVAC JA in scoring. He also landed 10 passes. Those numbers earned Lee 
lirsHeam All-Valley and AII-OVAC plaudits while bcmg named second­
learn All -Ohio by UPI. He a so p.ayed in the Ohio :-.:orth-SouIh All Star Game. 

Lee was also a lhree-year leltennan In basketball and he was voted the Big Reds lop athlete 
as a sc:mor. 

Lee's prep heroics earned him a gnd scholarship to WVU. He chose the Mountarnecrs over 
a slew of D I offers. Freshmen were not el1g1ble 10 play m those days. Lee. howevet. enjo)ed 
a s1rong campaign "11h Ihe MounIamecrs' frosh squad. lcadmg Ihe Ieam w11h 312 yards on 97 
cames in five games. 

As a sophomore. Lee moved into the No 2 fullback sloI. rushmg for 304 ) ardS and three TDs 
on 76 carries. His toughness was matched by his vcrsauliIy. resuhing in him being utilized as 
fullback and tailback his final two seasons 

Lee was the team's second leading rusher both of Ihose campaigns. gaining 54) yands as a 
JUnmr and 623 stripes as a senior, while also leadm~ lhe team with 10 TDs 

A member of two WVl.l Peach Bowl learns. he was selected as :-.o. 74 on the l ist of top 100 
all-time WVU football players in the WVU A1hle1ic Depanment Book. "Saturday Snapshots." 
pub' 1shed m 2015. 

H,s success al Morgantown resulted in Lee being chosen in Ihe thind round of the NH. Draft 
by Ihc Bahimorc Coils He played m 42 games. sIar1Ing eight. He ended his Col1s· career with 
940 yards on 206 cames. 

Georgia Dawson (Athlete • 1980s> 
Georgia l>aw,on (Bellaire High School. Class of 198-4) Dawson was a 

tremendous three-spon sIandou1 for the Big Reds. excelling m basketball. 
vo leybal and track & field 

She achieved a ranIy m the realm of Bellaire athletics. becoming a four 
year letter-wmner m basketball. surpassing the I.000-point plateau while 
also grabbmg more Ihan 1.000 rebounds. Dawson. who served as hoop 
captain as boIh a junior and senior. was a three-lime all-OVAC selection 
wh le makmg Ihe All Valley first learn as a semor. Dawson was named 
a Iwo-1ime A I-Districl 12 basketball honoree and was a special mention 
all Ohio choice as a senior, 

Dawson was Just as dominant m volleyball. The three year leuerwinner served as the 
team captain in her final two seasons. garnering first-learn all-OVAC honors as a Junior and 
semor. Dawson was also a three-year standouI in track for the Bog Reds. In all. she fimshed 
her illustrious prep career wilh 10 letlcrs. 

Dawson ·s athletic success didn't stop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she 
I00k her immense athletic talenI to WeSI Libeny SIa1e College where she became a four-year 
leuerwinncr in basketball and volleyball. Dawson was the Hillloppers' volleyball capIain as 
a junior and senior. making the WVIAC All-Conference Team Ihree seasons while being 
accorded Volleyball AIhlele of the Year her senior season. 

In baskelball. she slil I ranks in the top 20 in rebounds in Hill topper hisIory with 541 
caroms 

Dawson was inducted mto both the Bellaire High and the Wes, Libeny halls of fame. She 
was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan in 1988 and inducted into the Districl 
12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017. 

Ron Stephens (Athlete - 1980sJ 
Ron Stepl1tn• (The Linsly School. Class of 1985). He is remembered 

as one of the greaIes1 baseball players in Linsly history. but Ihe 6-4. 
185 pounder was also a gifted gridder and hoopsler for the CadeIs. 

He was twice tabbed Linsl) ·s baseball MVP. The talented shonsop was 
caplain of lhc All -Slate Class A learn as a senior while being an All-Valley 
rirsI-Ieam honoree as bolh a junior and senior. 

Stephens baued a robust 403 as a senior with 11 doubles. 29 runs 
scored and a school record 28 sIolen bases. That same season. he was a 
sparkling 5-1 on !he mound with a 1.65 ERA. helping Ihe Cadets win the 
OVAC Class 2A crown and scnpt a 20-8 rccord. Stephens balled .349 as 
a sophomore and he hu at a .345 clip as a junior with a pair of grand slams. The versa1ile 
perfom1cr was a Iwo-Iime first team Eastern Ohio Baseball League selection. earning player 
of 1he year honors as a senior. 

On Ihe gridiron. the wide receiver/defensive back/kick returner was so dynamic !hat he 
received scholarship offers from many D-I schools. including WVU and Pin. He scl an Ohio 
Valley record wilh 61 catches in 10 games. a mark that has since been erased. Siephens was 
a thre<: year sumer in fooIball for the CadcIs. He was a firsl-leam AII-S1ate, All-Valier and 
AII-OVAC honoree as a senior. 

He was no slouch III basketball ci1her. earning first-1cam All,OVAC and second-learn 
All-Valley honors as a senior afler leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding. He was 
third,team All• Valley as a junior 

Stephens was drafted out of high school by 1he Boston Red So., in the IJth round (41.lth 
overall I He opted. however. to go the collegiate ranks and accepted a baseball scholarship to 
the UniversiIy of Cincinnati At L'C. he was utilized as an infielder. bul his meal Iickc1 was 
on the mound. He was 6-5 as a junior. leading lhe Bcarcms in strikeouts and a .l.84 ERA. 
He was sclccIed b) the Chicago White So, in the 58th round after his junior campaign and 
played in the minor leagues for five seasons. advancing to the AAA level with lhe Vancouwr 
While So, of 1he Pacific Coast League. He rctircd aflcr the 1992 season. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Roy 'Al' Glitch (O\'AC Contributor) 

Rny 'A/'Glir~h (llridg,port lhgh School rla<> of 1969). \\'hon ~-,,u·« 
known a, th< "Vote< ol lh< O\'AC". that\ a prdt~ good place lo ,c,rt, but 
Cihtch lt.1, alo;.o \\'om man\· otht>r hat:-. within the conftrence over the \'C"nrs 
from athl<I< to coach lo director • 

~fan~ kno\\'n Glitch as a m.,msta~ :to; the pubhc addr~ss announcer for 
many vc;,1·"' at l>t.lth the O\"A(" Ro,· ... GJT], Ba,kcthilll Tournament'\ and 
the O\'AC Samud ,\ :Vlumk\· ,\ll:Star Ba,k<tball Ch,-1c (both c,·ent, 
at Ohio l na\·cr,u, ~;1't~rn). and he\, aho been on the: "m1c • and behmt! 
the ,cora:book at countk\!o\ regular ,ca~on ,\nd tournam1,;nt c\ cnt, al '-.it 
ClaiM il!e H,~h s,hool. 

Gl1tc.:h 3J,.,o ~p~nt m.1.ny ~·car-, on 1hc O\','\(.. fk, ... cbatl lomm,ncc. 1m.luding I' year,.,~ the 
,pon ·s director and""' the recipient of the W I ; O\'AC Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorekeeper/ 
T1m..:-r . .\.ward. 

At SI. Clair"·ilk he •p,·n1 ,: yeM> a, a math instructor and coached multiple ,pons. 
including sen-in~ as head bovs • basketball coach from 1978 85 He "as 1he District 12 
Coach of th,· Year m I 9$0 and coach,·d m the O\'AC All-Star Game in 1981 He wa, also 
named D,stricl 12 AS<i,tant Coach of the Year in 2002. 

I le .,J,o ,, """ an -,,:ii.l~t'lnt ha,i:ball rind footb.-.11 t.·o,\ch for th~ k.i:J l>c, ih. for I 1 ,·cat,. 
Glitch haJ the St. Clair..,villc Junios High Toumamc:nc na1m:d in hi~ honol' Ctl 20 ~ and 

he" recct\·ed the Oi~trict 12 Ba,kctball Co.1.chc:, r\!ii~odation Di,tingui~h('d Sc-nice" Award 
m ~011 

A, an a1hle1c. he's a pan of t\\o team, on the Bndger<Jrt l hgh ·Wall ot l·amc" the 1969 
biske1ball :tnd ba-,ball stale runnct-up te.,m, and w,, an all-O\~\C and all,La,tem Ohio 
selection m both ,pon,. earning honorable menuon all Ohio m b0<ketball. 

Glitch then attended \\c!.t L1bcrtv Si;uc College where he wa"' a four•,·c.ir lcncnnan and a 
m o-umc :ill- \\ '\'J:\C. ..,dc:i.:1Jon I k rr:c1.·1\c:d h1-. bachelor ~ J1.""2n:c m ~cCllnJan rnathcmat1c, 
rn J91 t there and ha~ ma.,tcr, m "·ducatllln from thc..' l·m\c..'r,lt, of Davton m 198[. 

tk ah,u cumpl."tcJ in the Ohio \1lk'":\' Ba,cba!I 1.1."aguc for 2-i ) car.: ii!) ~ !)l:mdout on thc..· 
\\':uwooJ Red'-. 

In add1tton to 1<:achmg at S1 C . he .iJ~o sc:rved as. a GED math instructor ,u 1ht!" Belmont 
Corr1.:ct1onal ln'i-htul<.'. carning: live nommations. i't'j. Ohio Corrc1..·1Lons Teacher ol the Year and 
bnoming. a I mali), in :?0 l ~. 

Dave Bruney (Co,1ch) 

nm·t~ Rr1111e.i· (~fartin, Ferr~· High S1.:hool. <. l.-1" of 1969). lf1.•\·cr there 
wa, ~om1.·onlo° who hlccd:-i purple. it':-i .. Coach J)an:-" During J{) ~·car, on 
the ~i<lclmc, including 1-9 'll hl!<I alma mater Orun~,· ama.,~cd an 1mpre-s:.in: 
o,i:-rall re-cord of :!S4•1.1.:-- C:?1)-1 ;4 <It Fem lhgh) whtch rnnk.._ 'lm~mg tht 
top '0 m OHSAA h,-1on 

Brunc, ,coach,'<I Purple Rtder teams made the OHSAA plarnffs 14 umcs 
in• 20-,,m ,pan ,tan,ng m J99S , <)8 99. 2000 02 o, 04, ·or.. ·os. 
'09 JO IJ ' 11 ·14 1-J•ndhadon)v,1x<ub-500,ea<,0n<m ,9war< 
with onl\ onc after l 990 Th~ Purple Rider, fa'!iluoncd four undefeated 
regular "'-Ca,fi-r1, under Orunc\ ( l979 1998 ::00:! and 1004). with the •04 tc,i.m w1m,mg th~ 
UBSAA Dl\'hlOO rv Region I"\ (..hamp1un-,,h1p b1.•forc foiling to \ 0

oung,10\\ n C'ardm:i! 
\foone, 1.!7.6) m the "ilale "-t'm1hnals 

Hl, tt:anls a(,o won ,ix Ohio V:-lll~y Athletic C"onforcnce ch:\mpionships (1999. 2002. o..i. 
·os. • It and • I.)) and he coached in th< O\'AC Rud, ~1uml<, .'\ll-Stor Football Games four 
hnws, 

UrLncy sports an impressi,·e list ol honors. including being named to the O11src A llall ot 
fame in 2010. He also rc.:eiwd the Ohio Coaches Achicwmenl Award from the Minor rro 
footb~JI lfatJ ~,fFam1: in P11t"bur¥ in ~01➔: th..- entlrc Bruney f1mcl~· w,1" honorcd by the: Lou 
lfolt1. lfpp« "Ohio \'ollc,· Hall of Fame" ith the l!e,iiage f';1milv Award in 10l0: and ~1anin, 
Ferry·~ Da\'c Hruncy Footh:ill Complex \\';i.. named in hi, honl,r. 

Brunc:"y\ co:1.ching l,.'·:trc:cr hega.n in 197~ <h i\n a~,islanl ;\l Buckc:~·e ~orlh undrr nm 

Don Clegg (:'\It-dial 
Don CleKK (John c>la,...h3)) Jli¥h Sohm,).(')"" of !97~). lk cn;o1·e~ 

a !.UCCc!!!l~fol 26•yt:,u caret'r cvv(nng local colkge, and high ,;,chl~I!) 
a, a -.pc,lrt~ reporter and editor at the \\'ht..•cling New')• Rcg1,tcr :i.mJ The 
lntclhgenccr 

Dunng hJ!) tcnur~ \\'1th th..:- \\:ht!dmg n..:-w:,,.p.1pc"r,. Clc"gg and mcmhc"r, 
of his sporh dcpartrm:nt, n:c;c1\"ed !->en.:ra.l sl,,h,:.\vidt: ;t\\-;-mh for Yari­
ou~ amdc). fc..'atun:!,, and c,pec1al prnJ1..'1.'h. A pa-.1 president of the \\'est 
Virginia Spon~wnt..:-r~ Assoc1a1Jon {\V\'S\VAJ. Cl\!gg cham:d numerom. 
all-stare bo,·, and g1rh • basketball and baseball commmees tor the 
\\'\'S\\A He also did pubhcir, for the O\i\C Rudy :,,tumle,· All-Star 
fnnthalt Ciamc for ,;,e\'\.'rnl , ear, 

After lea\ lng th~ new')paper bu,ine'\s, he pro,·1dl!d exh.!n~1ve editorial ~crY1ce.; to the 
\\'c:-,I Liberty l ni,cr,·1~· c1thl(lic Jepartmcnt a~ a profc:,:-i1onal fr<!dan,c: wnh:r for mam 
yc:ar" bd(lre being n:ami:d Sipon, informau()n dirc:i:tor at the: un1,·er~1tv Jn June: or :!0l 7 Ao;. 
-iport~ 1nfnnnation director Clc"gg lead,;, the ,port!-. 1nfonnat1on departmc"nl, da1h op~ranon1.; 
;1nJ 'i.C:tYC: n.., pmnar\' mcJJ,1 cnnt~ct f\)r \VI 1 ··._ 18 mtc"rcollegml-.!' sports. H,~ nther re~pon• 
:-i1h1ht1es include: generating a11 editonal contc"nt and alhleuc pubhcat1on~. overseeing \Vc:-it 
Libeny·!- athlt>ti<:"' web\ite and mmntammg spons record~ and ,.,,a11sucs 

Ckgg al,o <en-.:, os a member of\\'c.i 1.ib,:rr,•\ Athkllc Hall of Fame Committ,-.: 
lk b a n,i.tive of ~1Clu11J,\'illc and a John ;'.lar,hall l ll£h S(:hool alum \\ho later g1aJuatcJ 

with honor, frum the PI Rce<l School of Journah,m at \\'c,1 \'irg,ma u111wr,i1~ ,n I 9-s 

Jay Circosta (Coach} 

Jay Circosra (Shadysid~ High School. Cb" of I 963). When ,omconc 
dcdicatl!" .t ha)f.cl!nlury oftht!ir lifo to ~umcthing. i1', truly ama,'ing. anJ 
when ~·ou·cc the '!'t:Cond all-time winningc.,t footh"ll coa\:h in the Ohio 
\'aflc,·\ footb:tlt mu.lition.rich hi,tllTV, .:-arning. Hall of Fame accolade-. 
I' ,I i{.I\.Cn 

Cucosta achieYed both. coaching a totaf C'f 50 ·wars including ..i 7 as a 
h~ad coach and amassing a supc..-rb rcc:ord of 336· [.;.;.; •· st'cond onty 
to Stcubcnvilk Dig Red bo~s Reno Saccocc1a in Oh10 Valle, h1!itPrY and 
ranking in 1he top IO all-time in the ,tate of Ohio 

rh ... ~ Monroe Count\ kS?,tnd bcsan hJs coach1n.s, career in 1968. wr\"1ng a" an """lstant 
thrt.."C ,·car~ at \\'ood~fidd wtd1.•r former Ohio Stat~ Umvcr~u, ~tan<lout Bob Buth, \\'hen 
hutt~ icft for Union Local, Circo~t.'l took 0\'1,.•r to hcghl a J ""-vcar head coachmg run. the fir,1 
2:l '!'>C~hl'n:oi :u \\'ood~fidd .and then. folhm ang. con,olid.'luon for 24 n::u, :n ~fonroc (\·ntra1 

Circo,ta•coa~hcd teilm~ enjoved ~IX undcfoatcd regular !)t'a~on~ (l9- l '"1'6 ·91 9l . ·99 
and 200!1. captured I 4 OVAC champ1onsh1p< (nme a1 Wood<fid<l. fiw at !1-lonroc Central) 
and earned 14 OHSAA plarnffappearances (fi,·e at Woodsfield nme ;u !1-!onroe Central) 

\Vood~lid<.1 "a!'oo crowned the 1976 Cla"'!- A stntc..~ ch11mp10n'i b, ·111c ..-\~,ocmtcd Pre"~ and 
Monroe Central won the O,vi<ion \' Region 19 ch•mp1on,h1p in 200) before falhng 10 
Redford Chand m the ,;,caw ,;,cmifin;1J,;,. 

He coached in the OVAC Rud, :Vfun>lc\' All-Sm Football Game four time, (1974. '77, 
·s I & 2000) with a:!. 1 1.:corJ ;md he cl,;i,Ch..:-d in the llAC'F All.Star G:1n1e onci: 

C'irco,ta aho coached b.:hchall fi.)r I -I vc.u, wnh near Iv 1 '\Q nc1onc~ 
He\\ a, prcv,ou,J, mductcd mto the \\c,1 Libert\ l'niwr,it\' Athletic I hll ofFamc ( I \/96) 

and the Ohio J ligh School Football ( caches I !all of Fame. I le wa, named the Upper Ohio 
Valle) Dapper Dan Clu~ 's "~1an of lhe Year" in 2005 an<l was Damed Eastern District 
and Pioneer Valle,· Conference ·coach of th< Year" nunieruu, tim<S. The road tluough 
M.:moriat Park in \\'oodsficld i'i named --1av C1rco:!)ta Uoule, ard" and lhc "Ja, C1rco:!)1a 
Fiddhou,,, .. i, pan of the athktic fac11i1ies. • 

He ro:c<'iwd anA.B. in Secondary Education (l'.E. H.:•lth. Sp.:ech and Driwr Education) 
from \\'c,t Liberty where he plaved both football and ha,ehall and an :-.1.s. in Educa1ion in 
Guld;mc..: .tn<l Coun,ding from th..: Uni\"cr,lt~· of ll1yton. 

~kllugh 1h: then ,,.cn·cd a" an a, .. i~tanl at Ferry thrc1.• ~·ca~ (1974~';'6) und1.•r hi, C<lW•in . +---------------------------------­
H,,b llrum:y art<l then ,pc:nl ,1.'c:ar a, a !:,.JTaJualc: ,u,,.,i')l.tnl al ,\lar,hall l ni ~er,ity uI1Jcr Frnnk 
Ellwood (1977). 

His first head coachin; stop was at neighboring Bridgcpon where he guided the Bulldogs 
to a sparkling 9-1 season. 

A~ an athlcll.' , Bruncv \\a, an all.Ohio honor:thlc mention and ;l[I.OVAC fi1't learn ~c.•lc.,•ction 
a< a member of the Pu<J)lc Rider<' foo1bail team. He went on to Ohio L'ni,-crsi~ (graduating in 
!97~) \\here he""' recruited b1· rcrry ¥rad11a1e Clifflloffidi11gcr and pl•~ed for the Bobcat, 
und~r Coach Bill Hes'i.. 

Jim Crosier (Official) 

Jim Crn,,er (Sicubem·ille High School Ch,- of 1967 ). ,\, a mo:mbcr of 
thl.' Ohio Va)ky \\"n:l<>t1ing Official:-i .'\!'>~odation. Cro~tcr ~pent .29 year, a~ 
an oflk1i[. working l'Ountk" U llSAA ,ccuonal J1,1nct and ,tate tourna­
mcnl"o lie:\\.!, -=11,;,o 1m 1tcd to oflici:i.tc the 19"~ "-AIA ,auona[ \\'rc~thng 
Cltampwi,,rup, al the \Vheclmg Civic Center (now \\'esBanco Arena) 

In '001. Cro,ier was named the L sm· D.:a1on O\'AC Official of the 
Year by thi: O\'AC \\'ri:stling Coaches ·A:!)sod,uion for his (.·xct.i,1ional 
dfort!- "~ an o, 1.·r!!l,;1.·r of the.: ma1~: h1.· wch im.tuct1.·<l lntu thr.: Ohio \\'1c~tling 
Officials Hall of fame in 20 H and was the recipient of 1he prestigious 
--~1r. ~lat .. award al the O\'AC Ron Mauck Wre,1ling Toumament in 2016. 

Cro~i..:-r ,p1.·nt 40 v..:-ar, a., :m 1.•ducator. r~tinng m 20 l I He taughl -ind co.iched at 
Stcu~cn\"tlk .. Jhgh for two \'C":U~ 01.•forc monng on to l nl(\JI L,,cal whl.'rc he \\:ha tcai:hcr 
wr..:-:-tlmg co.ach and 1thfo111..· director during h1.-. 18 '\'car,;, t1wrc 

\, hcaJ i:oad1 of 1.he Jc:t~ for 11111..:" ,·t'ar-- Cro,1e1 '."o mat tc"am'."o \\on two O\AC Cl.1~') 1A 
mies and one Chss _\ \ champ1onsh1p. lie coached lour OV,\C champion, Mike Gregg 
Kd,~· \\'allaco. Randv Smtpson and Jeff :-.tcComtick. Ue was n.imed U\'AC Coach of the 
Year three times (Class AA in l 9i~ and ·75 and Class AAA in I 980). 

H~~ wa ... thc founder of th'-." Ohio Vallc..·y Junior High C'h:unpionc.hlp, in 1976 rnow c~Jled 
the O\'A(' Junior High Champiou,hip<). 

1\, '10 athll!'lc at Stl!UbC"m·illc J ligh, C"ro.;i1.•r W'l, an OVA\ runner-up at 17~ pound, com­
pclmg un<lcr OV\C !!all ,,ff;mtc coa,h Bob lkdmond 

lf- ,¥#:W WW,41111 :CC4 !±. A 

Chet Daniels (,\thlete - 19-IOs) 

Ch,1011niels (Bellaire Hi!.!lt <.chool Cla<- or 19~7). l-k earned ,even 
varsit\· Big Reds lell<rs - 1hr« each in football and basketball plus 
one in track. 

I le earned about c\·1.·~· major foothafl honor a~ a center in football 
hi, final year, - :. l\n:,.timc All-OVAC largc~t Chbs AA. two•hmc 
Al•Ea,h:m Ohio. and "ccond lc.tm All•Oh1\.l a_, a wnior ;mtl third tc-am 
AU.Ohio a~ a junior in the one-da,, A,,;,ociatcJ Pre,, ,;,election,. He wa, 
tcilm ~1o,t Valuabl..:- Pl:-t\ ..:-r :mJ tc=1rn c:'lptaln on th(: 9 l-1 rc;cord I 9.t6 
1cam whi..:h won the OVAC champion,.hip fie wa~ ,dcc1cd on Ohio\ 
South All-Star t~am. 

He earned a football !-cholarship to the.: Uni,·eh1ty of Oregon. \\h'-'rc hi: cxcdlt:J for four 
,can, one , car on the fre~hman team and chrec var5-lt)· lcctcr~ ai. :. two.w.:.y guard. The 
19~8 Oregon team \\ent 9-1 o,·crall and 7-0 in Pacitic Coast Conference play and accepted 
an im·i1a1ion to pla\' Doak \hiker-led Southern ~-lcthodi,1 Uniwr-i~· in lhc 1949 Collon 
Bowl. ·me Duckl> bowed. 21 • I 3 m the g:1me with Danid<.. nn All-Pacific ("o.,,, C'onf~r-:ncc­
.,eJcctlon. kirk in ~•. the cxu n•polnt in the ti.:,urth quarter The I 9-l8 On:gon foo1balt h:am ,, 11h 
I )anief1.;, ,,·a~ induc1ed into the" !l.lttl~ of OKgon J la II of f·;,.mc m l 990 

Uani<ls. an honorabl.: mention AJI-Amenca ,dcct1on. kd lhe :--;CAA ,n placekickmg 
point, with 46 in 1949. 

Alier colleg,: graduauon. h,: enlisted m the 1 • S \ir Force and after d1,charge made hLs 
hom'I!' m Por1tnnd, Oregon. 111..· d1c-d m 2003 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Shelly Carroll (Athlete -1980s) 

Shel~r Ctmo/1 (~1anin, l·em High School. Class of 1988) C1rroll wa, 
nothing ..,hon of a ,conng machine dunng her Purpl~ R1der dav, 

The 5-) l forward a\·eraged 29 S pomt~ and 10.6 r('bound1o. ~ game m hc:r 
,en,or season for Coach Larry l)uck Tho,o loliv ntamb<rs carnod h<r UPI 
D1n~1on 11 Ohio Plavcr of the Y~,u honor"').. ' 

larmll fini,hcJ h
0

c:r ,parkling pr~p ca.rccr with 1.626 poinh. c~t.,h­
h,hmg a new ,~hool n:cord for boy ... or Q:Lrli. She wa, a ,ccond-tcam 
aJI.Ohu.> chutcc .\!<,, a JUmor wh1k being t~b-bctl honorable mention an her 
,ophomon: !<>Ca,on 

Carroll ptl, r..·<l m tfo..• Ohto I ligh School Ba,kctbaU Coach._-, ,'\,,oc,atlon 
"orth-South '\ll-St:Lr Game =ind also competed m the lntc-mauun.ll Cage l\Jum:1mcn1 in 

lludapesl. llunga" m 1987 
The mu ltHaknted athkte also was a standout \"Olle\"ball pertbnner tor Fem· She was 

~c.·kc1cd to tht.: all-O\i-\C learn alter hc.·r sc:nior s~a..,.on. • • 
Her prodigious scoring earned her a ba,ketball scholarship to the Uni,·ersit, ofTcnncs,cc 

at Chauanoosa where she because a four-y,·ar star1er. Sh,· helped the Ladv :-.toes to three 
Southern \(\nfor,:ncc champion,hip,;,. • 

Carrol! f1nj,h~d her _career at Chattanooga with 1.0 J.t polnb while ;l!,o mnking. fir..t in 
~choo] lu,to~· na hc:r ,:-, I . ◄ fir:ld goal pc:rcc:nt;\gi:. Shi; al!.O r:u1k, i11 the ltl]l IO i11 UlC annal ... 
tn game, played ( I 15). rebound, (~60). field goals made (-150) and fr"" throw percentoge 
(7-U). She""' nanwd tirst-team All-Southern Conlerenee in 1992. 

She wns twicc- honored with the Out~tanding Achie\·cmcnt :\ward b\' lhc: t}r,r,c:r Ohio 
\"all,- Dap()t"r Dan Club (1989) and (199~) • 

Jamie Adams (Athlete - 1990,) 

Jami, ,ldam., (lltc l.inslv School. Class of 1994). This fonncr Cadet, 
wa'!!o. in-,trum1.·ntal. not on))· ·at Linslr. b-ut throughout the Ohio Val!f:y. in 
pumng sot·ccr on th~ map. 

A four .. ycar regular for thL' Caddr;;. Adams tichcd his namt.· ioto Ion: a1 
both at the pr1.~p and colkgiatc k\'d. 

\\'hi:_n y01.~ co~sid..:r tha~ Adam<, led lhc 5tatc of \\'c~t Virginia in <.coring 
thrc.-..~ tum:-, m ha, career. 11 \ not h:1.rd. lo ,cc why h-c.: gainc:-J .,.uch a !aundrv 
li,1 of accoki<ll•, Alter ,coring. ju,t -..t:n:n goal-.. a, ., frt:-..hman. Adam·, 
cxplo<.lc<l <)nto the -.ccnc m 1991 hv -.corms J 7 time,. I le ,\·-cnt for ➔6 a~ a 
Junior ,1nd 50 iltli\l!\ a~ a ,c:-mor 

Hts 140 care«.'r go;:i,]..; 1, '\llll a reC("ITd al I mi.Iv 
Adam, Wa< th< !ii'! \\'est \"1rgm1a athi<t< and V\ ,\t plaY<r lo garner l'arade AII-An1mcan 

honors m !,0Cccr He wa!- nam..:-d A!I-Amcncan b\ ~auonal Socccr Coache:-\ Aisoc1at1on and 
wa- an Fsr:-,; ~kOonald < Scholast1c Plawr of the \\eek 1n 1992 

t.ocalh·. Ada.me., W::I.\ namt..'d fir1.t.tcam ail-OVAC thrt..'L' time,. conforcncc plavcr of the vcar 
twict..'. fir,t-t..:am aU- \"alley thrct time" and captained tlw ,;.q1,.1:id twic;c-. HI! ,,·.i-. 11.amcd fir,,.t­
tcain all-I PSI, thrt..'t..' timc .... anJ lf>SL Plavc1 of 1hc Ycar a,;, a ~cnior. 

After ,ifling through more than JO offer,. AJam, ckctcJ h.> c1,,mlinuc hi~ care,.-r a.t Prioct:ll)rt 
UniVt:"r"-it\'. UC! ,,·a~" four .. vcar ~,~rh:r ,,·i1lt tht Tigcrc;. and s,:n·c:d ns n tcrun cap1ain in 1997. 
I h: \\'a-. also n;imed co t~c :l.11-h·y League team thill se,1c.on. 

Adam-. \\":-t'i also heanly in\·ok~d with thi: Unitt!'d Slates Olvmpic Ut'veJopnwnt Program.. 
I le! was a .rru:mlxt of lht: R(gion I team which playi:d in Europ~. lh.• was also sdech:d for th!! 
Region l pool live umc'i and was a part of six 'ital<.' ODP team,. 

On top of hi, prep and colkgiate exploits. Adams shined at the club lcwl. too. He a pan 
~f team, thal won ~1~ :-;ni1,.kcr\ Cup ~tatc- ch.,mpior~,hip\ and wa, in the regional final lhur 
nmcs. ,-\dam~,, .,__~ mductc..•d ll' the \\'.,•,t Virginia High "\choul Coache, A-..\oc·ation Hall ot 
F.m1c in 2012. 

Tyler Engle (Alhlete - 2D00s) 

Tyler f."nl(le (Fort Fry< lliiµ, Sehuul. Cla-s uf 2007) It didn"1 matter 
the ,e.t'on lor th1, former ,adc1 muln-,pon ,1andou1 because he shined 
hnghll\" The \\inner o{ 11 ,·,1r~it~· ~C!ltcrs Engle rcall~· ,-1ood out on 
th< basketball court and ba,eball field where he earned eight of those 
monogram,. 

It wa!', b<9'ehall whcrc Fngle enmcd hi~ opportunil)· to comp~t~ coll,i:• 
giatch· al 11lc Ohio State Unfrer,ny P!:\\"mg for 1hc late Sonn\' Bidwell. 
Eng.k htt ~0:! for h1, car~cf with 1 ~ home run, and 11 7 Rllh • ,n )c;1c.hng 
th1: pro¥ram t,) a '-I :2" rcumJ 

t\ !tl a M:mor Englt: h1ttecJ n robu:-.t " " '" 1th four home!' ;ind 1-1 RBh 
c:n rout~ 10 ~arning all.Ohio fir~l ll!',1m honors and ,,as chosen for the O\"AC. Last.rm Dt'itric1 
:'Ind ~hzuno AU-Siar Ganv:~. llc \\:lS nam~d firM-team all hai,1crn D1!>tric1 Jour times and 
\\J') the pla~cr of the ~c;,1r a'i. a ~enior. Twice. Engtc wa'> namc:-d fir'it-tcam aU-O\"AC and was 
the Class !A Player ,:,f 1he Year as a senior. He earned all-P\"C four times. 

Un the basketball cour1. Engle kti a lasting mark as he helped Coach [)an Licdtkc"s pro 
yr:im to 65 ,·ictori1.•i by scoring l , 760 carf..'cr poinb He grabbed -100 rd,ound~. pasS<.~d out 
2-l0 :...-.i,t" ;mJ had ~0 ,teal, during hi, caret:"f. He al,o dralm.:J ~29 .. l point goal,. \\ hich 
i~ the Ohio -..L"ltL' rC"corJ, 

During h,, .sL·~ior !-1\!;L:-on Fn~k avcrn~cd 19 X poiol!tl cn roulc to fir,t-tcam all-Ohio 
aU-1:;istt.~rn O1:-.tm:t i\ll-O\'AC . all•Pionc~, \'a.lie\· Cunlc:rc:nc,;: an<l ;dl-nl,t1·ict 12. H~ ,1bu 
took p~rt ~n the. Ohio ~orth•~outh ~1n<l OVA(.' /\l1~Slar Gamctt.. Th:it fc:>llowed up ;, junior 
campaign m which he wa, named third-team all-Ohm. He wa, actuall,· h,ted on the ~II-state 
tcain t..'ach \"t:>ar of his carec.:r. • 

F.nglc a.l~o fon"rcd tlm!L' tinw, in footh:dl. hut dcctcJ not 10 play hi,;, '-l!'nlor ..,i:,.c.on. 
After l11gh school. Engle dcct~d to become a Buckcrc. He lettered four time, as a shorl­

:'llop. Jlc- pl,,ycd in 19.\ career game~ and hatt<:d .2~6. lk h.-td four ht)ntC run~. 82 Rrl(\ and 
haU l ~"' hit!-.. \\'hen he tinl~hed hi, c,;m:er. hi: rinked ,c.:conJ in OSU hi,wry with 189 ,tarh. 

\\'ith hi, playing da\', behind him, fngle cnlcrcd coachin,. l k coached ,11 Ohio Valle\" 
l ·mn~r~u~ \\h~re he flm"hcd h1~ \taster·~ r>es:ret Hon l ·n~n:rsll\" and Manetta C"olleg~ 
He, currcntl, the ba,eball ( oad1 •• \kadm,brooL fhgh School 

Mike Gulan (Athlete - 1980s) 
.llike Gulan (Steubem·illc Catholic lhgh School.Cl:t" ,,f 1989) 

Gulan wa~ a thrcc-~port ~tar at Catholu: Central. but ha-.cball pn,1\cd to 
be hi, future calling eard. 

lie wa, fiN-l<am All-\"allev. All-O\'AC Cla" !\!\i, and All-1:a,tcrn 
Dl,trlCt hj, '1.:nior ,f..w•.on in b:'l!-cball a '-·amp:ugn m whtch he b:'lttcd 
-1::2 with 11\"c: home run,. ,c\·l!n double!\. 25 hat,. 15 RRI and LS c.mlcn 
ba!>cs m 19 am:mpb Tht.' takntcd thud baseman \\3:> named :,ccond team 
All-Valley as a JUntor 

Jn football. he wa~ a 'l.1,."'COnd•tcam All•\ atk, honorcc a~ a ~emor and 
earned honorabk mention All-O\"AC Class AAA m bask,·tball 

Hir... ,parkhng, prc:-i, diamond c:m.·er \'arn..:d lum :t ,chohu,h1p 10 Krnr ~tal..: 1 ·nnc-r..,1fl 
whcri: hi: ~xcdkd for three .;,~:1.-..on-. before bcmg !.elected tn the 1,~conJ round of the ~la1or 
League Dr:i.ft (°'1nJ O\erall pick) b, the ~l Lout:-. ( ar<lmal, 

Gulan was named ~hd-Ami:m:an Confr,ri:ncc Pla\'L'r of the Ye.u ;md second ti:;:i,m .\ll-
1\mtrica I k \\'.Is Cir,1-te;1m All-'.1-·JAC a~ ~, JUntor and "-t!Cond team as a sorhomorc 

,ha Golden l·la,h junior Gulan kd the \!AC in hitting ( 4,0) home run, (I 1) RBI 
(6~) and tnrk, (6). ,\, a ,ophomorc he batted __ ; 11 with 11 homers. lk hatted .3,6 a, a 
fr~~hman. 

Gui.in was one of 90 pb~·l:'rs in the nation im ilcd to th~ U.S. Ol\'mpic team trvout., in 
1992. He wa, imluctcd int<> the Kent s~,te I hll of F•me in 1999. • • 
, Gulan enjoyed a B-rL'ar career (two in majr•r~. part of 12 in the minor, and one.: in J:\pan) 

from 1992-2004. He wa~ a mcmb\:r of thi.· ('.;1r.Jm;1l-.' rn;1jor IL!'aguc dub in 1997 ,1nc.l the 
Flonda 1-larlm, in 2001 and also signed \\'1th the l'iratc, in 2002 and White Sox in 100.1. 

l k' wa, al,o \\ a, :;a Stt.·uhcnnlk Ami:ri"an Lcglon l'o'il ~J bawb+1ll ,1:inJoul. 

Scott Coyne (,\thll'te - 1990s) 

Scon Cnyne (lkllairc High School. Clas< of 1994). Thi, former Big 
Red," point guard wa, a wizard w1th th<· hall in hi, hand, f<'r Q\,~\C Hall 
of F~unc coach Gc:ne Ammiranti: Ju.ring hi, prep can:cr, 

\Vhilc it ,,a, in ba,kcth,111 when: Co~·nc ilchicvcd !-!Orne of hi, grcatc:,,.t 
momcnh. hi, ,ui:Ct:"'-' \\':'1:-.n 't limil4.·J 1hc!L". lk wa:-. a 1hrcc-~pon ,tanJou1 
for the Big Reds. shining in track and football as well. 

~o~Tit!' finished hi~ prep car~~r with l_.05! point,;.. indudini a 19.\ 
pomb per ga.iuc a\"c."rage as a ''-'ntor. He did mon: than ')Core 1hc: ball. Hi: 
~tutfod the- stat sheet 10 a tl.Ln~ of nlne :t!)!)ist~ and sc,·cn rebound.'> a "'(101-: 
a,; h,: kd I.ht: B1s Red~ 10 thctr fifit undt!foat<.'d rcc.ufar sL'ason and :n 1,.~\·1,.~nn1al 21.1 record. 

During his junior ~ca\On. Coyne a,·crag1,.'<i ~o .. f points a ~amc. He nctt..:-d his. car..:-cr high 
of 4' point, 1h:1.1 -..ca'-\lll again ... , St rtair,\'ml" The Blg RL·d-.. fini-..hcJ J 7-4 ~nJ won the 
<>VAC- that ,c;;1~on 

Cuvn"· rank, in the t\l(l 10 tn numerous Bellnin: c-~tcg.unc~. mclu<lmg 3-point ~hootlng (-J-4 
pcrci:nt). free-thww ~fl'tnt<tgc (77 pc:-n..ent) ,tc-al, (J .i I) anJ hi~ po,nb ;ire- lhc I <ith bc,1 

to_vn~ earned all•c:-Vt~·thmg ,~ :i !.C:ntor. He ,,ac;. all-1:.a'-tCm D1~tnct. Dzstnct 12. O\~\t 
and all• \";1lley .tnd wns na.ntr:d to tht!' :vkDonald', All-Ameri~an and Stri:d and Smith\ ,\II• 
Amc.•rican honorable mention [ist-,. He "·as also named onc of the top 2:- pla\"'°rs in Ohio bv 
USA Today and played in the Ohio :--;orth-South All-Star Game. • • 

As n widt! rccci\·i:r. Coyni: wa~ 1h,i: go-to gu~· for the Big Red,;, during hi,;, thrcc•vc:ir cnr~'-"r. 
lie fini,hcd with l.76~ yard,. Included \\'a, a _199.1 campaign in which h,: caught 61 pas-cs 
for 967 \'.1.rc..l!'oo, \\htch rank:i. !>C\'Ctith m Ill JS ht~tor,·. Co\'nc wa!tl named to lh..: all.Ohio fir,t 
t~am. H~ wa~ aho nam"-'J all-OVAC an<l all-Ea~tet'n l)i~tnct. 

On th~ track. <;oyn~ qua Ii lied for the ~tntc- track and fidd chan-.r,ionship meet twice in 
the :;oo mtenncd1a1~ hurdks lie wa; a multiple-tim< O\~\C pbcer in that evem a, wdl as 
running: key tt"g:s on n:lav tcnms for the Bis Reds. 

lie d1L·<l tr:tg1ca1Jy in a ptane crash in 2002 c.1t Just 26 )'cars otd. At thL' ttmc of hb death. 
he was one of the area·, n$ing basketball otlictals. 

Coyne""' inducted to the District 12 Basketball Coach,., A,soc1atton HaU of fame m 2015 
The 5coll Corn1.' Mcmorial SchoLmh,p cXbh at Bd]a1rc High Sch0t.1l to honor hi, lcg.,cv 

Liz Repella (Athlete - 2000s) 

Li: R,f"'lln (Steubenville High Scho,,I. Cla" or 2007) Whether ll wa, 
at llig Red or \\'est Virgima Uni\'<fSll~- th1' standout basketball pla,·er 
simply ,cored the ball. 

The muhi•talcntcd combo guard earned all-Ohio honor" four tune!,, 
Jur~ng her prep cari:1:r. Shi;- \\'i" namt:<l ltr--.1-tr.:am a\ both a JUmur and 
'1>enior Rcpdla wa-,. named lhe ~tati: ·~ p[;wcr of lhc \'c;:er. :t\"L'ra2me. 26 9 
point!\ a game a, a ... cnmr ... ... 

Sh"• wa~ named lo the third team a, a frc,l11nan anJ :-4.:cond tc-:tm ""' a 
~op ho more 
"> Sh~ t~ 1he atl•llmt: ka<lmg ,l·on:r m Sleubcn\'llk ht!>tOr)' ... rcgdrdk'l-'> of g.cm.k.·r -- ,,·1th 
__ 06. pomts. 

Along wuh h,·r state accolades. she was named oll-OVAC four times .1nd first-team all­
Eastern District four times. garnering pla\'er of 1hc year as a Junior and senior 

Rcpdla. who was a!'io a mult1-~·c:u lencr wmm:r m -.oct:i:r ,,a~ ranked the 6~rd ht..',;,,t 
pl:1~·cr in h~r c!:u,.-.. as. n senior whlth garnl!red "e\.~rat D1nston I offer,;, c;;h..: cvcntu:1Uv 
.\.C'llkJ on becoming .1 Mountaint"cr. 

\t \\ Vl , Rc]l<lla kllered four \"cars and scored 1.612 J)nint,. grabbed ' ~ rebound,. She 
.abo colkc1ccJ :::01 steaJ-. p:1ssed ou, t 62 a-.sists and blocked 76 shols 

Sh~ \\';ii,; named fir~t-team all-Bls F.a-.t a.,, 1 junior and .;c:nior and wa, jwa the ,econd 
\\'Y1J l~m:1:lc to g;1mer fiNl-leam honnri. in hack-lo•haLk sca!'-on". 

Rq,dla ,, as an honorable m,mtion "11-American ~ li:t:r ht!'r -.t:"nior sc.."nson in \\ hich -she: 
hd~cd kaJ \\'c:~t \"Jrgini~ 10:,: 2--l-t0 r~cord and a ,ccond-round ~CAA Tourney appcarancc. 
Durmg her final wa,on m ~forg:nnlown Rcpclh kJ the: team in I~ ,1:ui~1ic:~I catq:,oric:!'i. 

_AJJ tl~ld. ~h'-" played in 13~ ~-1mt.", whkh b tht..' tn(hl tn \\'VU histor\". and ,hi: wa~ part 
ol 96 vu:1onc:-.. lier colfc:gc pomt total ,, ,l'\ ,C\'L'nth b1.•,t m \\'\'U hJ,lor\ at the tJmc of her 
8rad1L1tion. 

Aw:iy from alhlctic,. Rcpcll:1 \\':\' 1 ,t •n,fout -.tuJc.:nl '\he gr+tdu:ucd w11h ,\ <lcv.rcc an cxcr­
d,e phvsiolog1· and a GPA of .•.96. She """' a repr<s<ntatt, e on the \\ "\'I. Student-Athlete 
A<ln:-,or\' Committee She al~o rc..:cl\.L'J the- 81.e E.1,t Scholar Athkte Sport~ I::x1.·cllenC"L' 
Award and was an Acad~mJC' All-.-\mc-ncan 

s:2;;;:. st liii a .: :a;;1 p; ;a Ii :ea tit Ct we a !I a aa&ZA z_ 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes ivho played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior ro the f<>rmarion of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date hut before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman !Wheeling High Sdmol. Class of 19231 
One ,,r onl} lhrecl 3-letter winners 111 foolhall. has~ethall. ha-chall ,,nd track .,1 Wheclmg High. he wa, an all•:<lale foolhall cpd .ind swred 54 roints III a haskcthall game 

as a freshman. He hccame a three-sron. n111e-leuer standout al W. Va Wesk} an Cnllei:e h.:lore rcturnm~ to thc Ohm Valle) lo cam his 1m1rk in <:oaching. 
A rionecr of the jump ,hot and fosl hn:a~. Brinkman coached BcnMKxi ! Inion lrom 1928-.'n aml Wheeling High from 19.14-55 10 a ,omhincd 4()~ 191 record Al 

Wheeling. his tcmns were 356· 138 \I ith live stale titles in SC\'en trips tn the 11nals. The 19.18 and 1950 team, were unh.:atcn . Other st.ite titles "Cf<.' 11 on 111 1936. 194(1 
and 1943.The ·40 and ·43 teams lost hul 011<:e. 

Brinkman also coached foothall for 14 1e,1rs - six :u lk111\!xxl !1111011 and d!!ht at Whcding. with a rnmhincd rccord ol 87-32-15 111dudml! 40-9-4 ,It l nion. !--our ol 
his gridiron tc.ims claimed stale titlcs in ihe pn: 0 olfo:ial state playoff cr.,· 1928 ~,nd 19.l I 1 · 11 ·;,11. both unhcaten. and at Whcd in~ m I 9.l4 ,m<l 19~7. The •34 1cam wn., 
unh.:atcn hut twice ued. 

He: also was a top-lli,ght flx,tOall nffo:ial for ·"C:\c:ral ~~ars tUld actht: in ~tat~ c.:oachc:'i a11<l nllkials· ori ani/ntions. 
Bnnkman earlier was clectcd 10 four Halls of 1--arnc - West V1rgi111a Spons. lipper Ohio Valley Dar1>:r Dan. Cot) ol WhL-chng. ,,nd W. Va. Wc,lcyan '>ron,. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville Hi11h School. Clas, of 1952) 
A rccon.1-sctting hitskcthall si.:oring. m,u;h[nt; in h•gh s(..hool and coJlcgc who attrai.:ti:<l nmion•1I ~mention ;u1<l \\as pn,filt:<l 111 numerous hook~. n;1tional m<111',atincs Ltnd 

major ncw,papers. Two txx1ks wcrc 1Hillen on his career. 
The 6 9. I <XI-rounder pl.t}ed onl} one se.ison at Wcllwille High after siumg out a )Car foll111\ ing tr.msfcr from lmndalc. I 1 1952. he sc,,red 776 points in 25 games 

with JI -point avcrage. second hcst in Oh,o. He outscorcd sr, opposmg tcarns 11 1th high, of 57 . 54 .,nd ;'i0 prnnts. Wellsn lle ost onl) lo ~8- 1 record St.lte runnc:r-ur> 
Stcuhcnville and handed W Va. Class B ,h,1mpion Ne11cll t110 of its 1hrec lmsc, . 

He followcd Wdlwillc rnach Newt Oli"cr to Rio <ir.mde Collc~c and pla)ed t,\o -c,Lo;t>n,. In l</:>.l. hc s.:ored 1.954 points in W games for national record 50.1 per 
gamc avcragc. He scnrcd 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 19:14. he a\'craged 465 points and scorcd I 1-' \'S. Hi!lsdalc Collegc. The schedule included II ins owr Wake 
Forest. l'rovidcncc. Butler and Crcighton and games in :vladison Square (iarden. Boston (;arden and :vii.uni Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of l'amcrs left sch<K>I to .ioin the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harh:m (ilohc1rot1\.!1>. He also played in the f-.;1stcm .ind Al!l . pro leagues h.:1i.m: 
rcliring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Fe1ry High School. Clas, of 1942) 
The Purplc Rider luminary i, hc,t known as a rccord•seuing prolc"ional li.K11hall placckickcr. hut he \\·,IS much more. 
In high school. he was a thrcc-spon standout and All,Ohio in foothall and haskcthall He was center. and the state toumamcm·s lca<l ng ,corcr. on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class ill title. He also was a l:u:klc on the I 0-0-1 record 1941 foothall team which <· laimcd an Ohio co-ch,unp onsh1p alier a 14- 4 tic "1th 
·1olcdo l.ihhc) in a post• SL'i.L'\Oll chalh:ngc game.: Groza. h.) the \\i.l}, kicled olll} one lick.I ~oal in high ~chool. 

He 11layetl foothall ." a freshman al Ohio Stale h.:fnre joonong the anncd ,crvin·s which rn:ccded his:! I-year career with the Cl,:\dand Bro1\ sis which cndcd n 1967 
When he retired. he was pro l<K>thall', all-time le,-.Jini; swrcr with only one TD and 1.(,()9 points. He booted ~ ~4 licld goal:<. 11 ith a ton~ ol ~J yards. He had 

c0111ers·on strcak or I 14 and scorcd in 107 slr.iight !lames rhc I .nu Gro,a Award is l!i\'en annu.1111 Ill mike.: lix11halrs top placekickcr. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offonsi,e tackle. as well a, .kicker. he played III nine \JFI . title ~umcs. with li>ur titl~s. and played on four -\II-Am.:ri1.,1n Conli:rcnw title te.im, . 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valle) Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jcrsc} No. 76 rctircd O) the Browns. A ponion of Route 7 is named for him in \fanins Fen,. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High Schon!. Clas, of 1926) 
This versatile carl) era lix1thall player lcli such an impression on his alma mater that the 'lilronto High Sch,x1I Foothall Stadium hch111d 1he school is named in lus honor 
The 5-11. 195-pound mhletc also lcli an enduring 11npr111t at Huckndl Uniwrsit). where he was inducted i1110 the lir~t Hall or 1-"amc class. and in the National h K>lhall 

I .cague. Hc was inducted. in 1%4. in thc s.:,ond class or the Pro Fonthall Hall ol Famc He "s also a memh.:r ol thc Halls or 1-",,me for Collegc hx1toall and the l 'pper 
Ohio Valle) Dapper Dans 

At Bucknell from 1929-11. hc led the f.a,t in scorinl_! 11 ith I 2X 1x1ints in 1929 ,md l:ucr hi., 1c:1111 to an unbeaten sc.ison in l9J I He 1hcn pl:1ycd in thc l-:."1-West (i,unc 
\\hcrc he 11as selected the Most Outst.indini; Pla)cr. 

From l</J2-4I. the (ireen Ba) Packer star \las onc ol the most ,c,-;.11,lc pla)CTS 1111he ,auonal h1oth:1ll I .c,1t:uc . He was a fullhack-lmchacker-puntcr-pl.icckickcr. and 
\\·,IS cite.xi for his nrnn111g. hlocking. rcc~i,ing. 1-..it.•1-..jng ,111<l cacf..l'n~ . 

Hmkle II as lirst or sccond te,un all-le.iguc all 10 seasons and four tune All Pro He 11,,s on the 'Fl. All I me lwo-\1-.1} t.:am seic<·tcd in 1994 Onc 01'1he Packcr 
prncl1cc fields is namcd III lus honor. 

When he retired. he'"" the leading rusher n .8(,C) yards on 1.171 can-icsl in l'<H. h1stor) ,md h" total, now ran~ sixth 111 Packcr h1stol). He ,corcd .n9 carccr points 
.md :n-craged 4<l.8 )ards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Ste11be11v11le High School. Class of 1952) 
l'his two•splln Big Red standout"'" a high sch1x1I h,1skethall ri,al offdl,m honoree lkrn 1-rnncis hlll is hcst kmmn for fool hall. 
At Big Rcd. he helped th.: 1952 ha,kcthall team 10 a schcx,1-hc,t 28- 1 record :111d Ohio Class A runner-ur l"nish.1-:n route. Big Red handed the Francis-led Wcllsl'llle 

tc,un its only 1,vo lossc:s 
ln foothall. the All-Ohio lincman selected th.: l lnivcrsit) of Iowa lller Ohio 'ilate .md wcnl on 10 All-Big lcn ( ·onlcrcncc honors thrc.: times. He made 22 All America 

teams at ,µuard. includm,g a rcconJ L'\ 111 1954~ As 1~.1111 capt,1111. he ~arne<l th~ Outland I roph) ;!l\l!ll ln thi: m1tinn's top 1111~r10r lmcman and ~came one of olll) lwo 

eo11s.:nsus All-Amer .:.1 ricks at ltma. "herc he play,:d hoth o ffense ,ind dclcn,e . 
A memhcr of the ( 'ollc11c 1-oothall ,,nd Helm, Athletic 1-ound.,t on Hall, n l I-nine. h<: \\ "' nclactcd into thc li rst Im, a Hall of hunc class and is a mcmh.:r or the 

AII-Timc Ha11k.:y.: 1.:am. His Jersc~ No <,'.! "·" reured t,~ hma. o ne ol o nl) t\\ o .,1 the ,d100I. 
He was thc lirst Afru . .:n American a1hlc1c pi,turcd o n thc '"" er of '.'>pons lll11s1ra1ed 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1957) 
A I 0-lcttcr winner in three sports for the Pollcrs. he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 n:cord 1956 football team: a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament: and an all-stale baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football 
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All Star Game. 

At Purdue l 'nivcrsit}. he earned six lcncrs as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National football Back of Weck honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Oh10 State. He was Purdue ·s Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the ~innesota Twins. After spending one year in the mmor leagues at Charlotte. N.C.. he went on lo a 12-year maJor 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins. Washington Senators. New York Yankees and Montri;al Expos. In 1962. he was runner-up to the Yankees· fom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted .269 with I 2 home runs in I 962. In 1972. he hll three home runs in the Hall of fame game in Cooperstown. N .Y 

He"s been inducted into four other halls of fame In 1999. he became the fifth inductee into the Purdu<! Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
fame. He·s also 10 the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1939) 
He was a thn.>c-sport pcrfonner in football. basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back. 
Craft pla)cd football. baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama. where he wa~ a two-way back regular 10 football and earned second team All•Southeasl.:m 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in I 943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National football League. he played eight seasons ( I 946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the 

All-Time Eagles· Team. He played on Eagles· teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finisht;:d second in 1947. He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks 
in I 952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in I 950. 

Craft is credited as the first player in the NA. to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFI. can..>cr in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995. he was included in the NFL Films· pn:scntation of the JOO Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft. and 20-yard TD return. 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazy legs) Hirsch of the Rams. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Ya. Sports Hall of fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School. Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley. he was a three-spon standout at l..insly and Bethany College. An All• Valle) football player. he also scored 

an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920. a rare total in the center jump. low-scoring era. 
From 1929-51. he was the thrcc-spon coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs from titre<! slates and went 166-35-13 including a I I I-JO 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Thn:e state titles were claimed in 1935. 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WYSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year. he coached the I 950 baseball team 
to its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High. which went on lo 
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the Year .. for high school and college all sportS. 

In basketball. he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state loumamenl berths. Weir was runner-up in I 942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame. including W. Ya. Sports. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan. Bethan) College and was the first induct~'C into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hal I. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Wein on communit) leaders pictun.-d on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High FieldhouSt;: is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School.Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete 10 be selected first team all-slate basketball three straight years. ht;: led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24--0 

n.'Cord in I 938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer. Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of fame coach Evcrell Brinkman. Mehen scon.-d 1.193 points in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump. low scoring era. 
He later earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee. where he helped the Vols win the I 941 Southeastern Confen:nce 

championship. After serving in World War II. where he was wounded. he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the Cit) of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-poim scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet where he won three gold medals He timed 10.2 for 100 yards. 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College. he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd 10 two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two 
M,d America Conference titles. 

He pla)cd professionall) with the Tokdo Jeeps and was player coa,h of the Wheehng Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947. he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chica::o which featured the nation·s best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 chancr Inductee into the Cuy of Wheelmg Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame. including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valle) Dapper Dan. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached afler that date but before 

their school became a member of lite conference. 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Umon High St:hool. Clas, of 1938) 
He w:Is a first temn All W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charier member school bowed 10 unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

t111.1ls. As a Junior. he helped the Ironmen 10 a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virgini:1 L'niversit1. the 6-3 t:enler captained the 1942 team whJc:h won the Natrnnal Invitation Tournament t:hampionship in New York\ 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was mnre prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record. the Mountaineers were see<l­
e<l l,1st in the eight-team e\enl befrlre the) upset top-seeded Long Island U .. 52-49. 111 the lir~t round WVU then defeated Toledo. 51 -39. and We,aern 
Kentucky. 47 45. before 17.000 fans in the finals , The team·, onl) 6-ft>(>ter ,,a, the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select• 
e<l tournamenl MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943. w11h WVl) coach Dyl..e Raese in the :irme<l service,. Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU lo a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach hi£h school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove. N. J .. when: his teams won more than 300 game~. 

A member of the All-Tune WVU era team. he was inducted inw the second WVL, Hall of Fame class and i, a W. Va. Sports HOr inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School. Class of 1931) 
The 6-3. 210-poun<l football ce,;ler started 22 gmne~ in his Big Red,' career and earned All Eastern Ohm and All -Valley honor, before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the tirst in Duquesne l!ni,ersily history. He starte<l 30 games at Duquesne and wa~ selected All -America 
b) the A-A board. The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire <lispl.t)e<l its pride lnr tis hometown hero by placing a Ill-foot pictorial 
banner above the front enlram:e to the City Building. 

In the second National Football Leal_!ue Draft of 1937. Ba,rnk was the fifth o,·ernll league selection in the first round b) the Pinsburgh Pirates. later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Ba,rak. Weirtoo·s Bob Gain. inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006. also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played lwn seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney I Wintersvil le High St:hool. Class of 1952) 
A I0-leller winner in four sports - footbal l. basketbal l. baseball and tr:1d; - for the Warriors. the tootball runmng back played in 01111 one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob Mc Farren. W11Hersvi lle. however. <li<ln ·1 j oin the OVAC 11ntil 1955 after C.1rne) accepted a scholarship to Ohio Universit~. 
As a sophomore OU running back. he earned honorable mention All-\1i<l American Conference for the MAC champions before be111g called to militar) 

sen ice. 
After returning. he led the Bobcats· track team 10 the 1958 and 1959 MAC title, while earning. NCAA All-America honnrs as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-~ar<l <lash record of 20.8 ,econ<ls for one du). The two-time MAC 220 y:1r<l champion sec a rnnference record which lasted 21 )ear~. He also won 
the conference 100 yard crown w,th a 9.7-secon<l clocking. At one time. he daimed all or part, of five school individual or relay records. 

C.irney w.is dr.ifte<l by the NFL Ballimore Coils. but bypas.,e<l the oiler for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU trad, 
meets. He earned a spot on the lJ.S. leam tor the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at '.!00 meter,. 

In 1960. he placed third in the US, Olympic Trials at 200 meter, and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200 meter finals. 
he earned a , iher medal in a photo fini,h with hometown hero Livio Berulti of ltuly. who .,et an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Carne)·, 111ne of 20.6 
would ha\e won every previmis Olympic fin.ii including the 19•6 G:1mes won by the legendary Jesse Owen, 111 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig cBenwoo<l Union High St:hool. Clas~ of 1930 ) 
An All. Valley and AII-We~t Virginia football lmeman who went on to earn national fame ,1n<l recog11i1ion ,11 the U111vers11y of Piusburgh. He pla)ed for 

Coac;h Everett Brinkman al (..'ninn and helped the Ironmen to the school's fil·.,1 unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At P1tl. he wa, selected team captain. 
stam:<l in the 1933 Rnse Bowl. and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming ba..:k from an injury which forced him to mi,s hi, sophomore season. 
The 19~4 Pitt team was acclaimed national champion,. The three-year lenerman played on P,mlher teams with a combined 24 3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shnne Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip ,md Michi:;an's Gerald Ford.;, future U.S. pre,i<lent. 
Hamvig became a national hero \\hen he wa, p,ctoriully lealure<l on a Wheat ies cereal box. the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He co;iche<l Mound,v,lle High III llJJ8 and Marlin, Ferry High 1he next two years before return ing to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig <lie<l 111 1950 after a lingering illness and Benw1xl<l Union named its football field. Hartwig Field. after the school's onl} All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip(A<lena High St:hool. Cla~s of 1931 \ 
He earned 10 letter~ in three ,ports - football. basketball ,111<l baseball - and was un AII-E:tstern Ohio and All-Valle) football end under Coach Fred 

Thom.is. He led the 1930 football team to a 9- 1 I m:on..t as the Golden Wave oulswred foes. 284- I 9. He also the MVP of the rnunty basketball tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg. P,t.. the 6-foot. 186-poun<ler bel·:1111e a three-year starter at S1anfor<l L'niver~it) and played on the famed 

··vow Boys .. team - so named for Vo\\'ing not lo lose lo Southern California during their career. Moscrip and te,unrna1.:s l..epl the,r promrse and <leteat­
e<l USC three times and compiled a 15-4 1 record while becomir1g the firq team to play in three straight Rose Bowl,. Stanford \\on twice and Moscrip. 
,1 two-way end and placek1der. \\',IS MVP of the: 1936 Rose Bowl win mer SML'. He al,o played in the East Wesl Shrine Game. 

He was se!eclc:<l b\ the old NFL Brooklvn Dod!.!ers in the first \'FL Draft in I9J6. but his ;\;FL rnreer \\as two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member oflhe All•T1111e Stanford tem;,. he w,~s inducted into the Upper Ohio Valle) Dapper Dan H,dl ol Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1953). 
He was a 1wo-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named 10 five All-Ohio first team selections. and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection bt the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Potters defea1ed Cleveland Wes1. Steubenville. New Philadelphia. Youngstown Ra yen. Alliance. Martins Ferry, Salem. Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky. 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible 10 keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson. a future star al Purdue University and 

the Kansas City Chiefs. was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school sea$on. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournamenl in the largest Class A division. 
The 1938 learn. coached by Floyd Baker. defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing lo eventual champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939. under coach Stan Plummer. the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar­
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros. however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons. he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg. Pa .. in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed. as a first baseman and outfielder. 
in Fargo. N .D., and Charleston. W. Va .. before serving from I 942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre. Pa .. before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons. plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record. unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior. he rushed for 2.126 yards and scored I 96 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker. he also excelled in track. baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951 . 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first. and only. OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 22·2 season. under coach Reed Clark. in the regional finals w,th a loss lo Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson•Broaddus College. where he became a naltonal scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1596 points set by national Hall of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1.941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last two seasons ( 1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941. the small college All-American became the first state basketball player lo be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium. he was selected 10 the all-time West Virginia Conference team. 
After college. the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears. 

Jim Keane (Lmsly Military Institute. Class of 1941). 
The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football. basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4. 208-pound end. he was dratied in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season. the Bears defeated the New York Giants. 24-14 in the NFL champi­
onship game. 

In his second season. he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and lO touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven year. 81 game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3.222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in I 943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School. Class ot 1938) 
He was a football and basketball st,u1dout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio S1a1e University. 
A, a sen ior m lugh school. he lee.I Toronto to a ,chool record 19-2 record \\ith only ;1 regular se,1son split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The I 938 team advanced to the reg ional tournamenl finals. the farthest 111 school hi~tory. before bowing . .'50-49 to state tournmnent-hounc.l Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot• I. I 90•pounc.1 Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and lee.I all scorers with a 25-point :iverage. Toronto averaged SJ poini, 

a ~mne. 
In a 82 31 rout ot Midland. Pa .. Kinkade st:ored J school record 52 poims on :n goals and ,ix free thro\\\. It was the second highest Ohio Valle) effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record tor 30 year,. 
A 4uarterback in football. he was recruited b) OhlO St.ite and w,1s a three-year letterman and two-\,ay regular a, a rnn111ng had. -lineba,·ker on temm 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6- 1 I in I 941 under lirsc-year coach Paul Brmi, n He was dratted by the Green Ba, 
Packers in 1942. but opted not to play pro foo1ba ll. 

Fred Negus 1Mart111s Ferr, Hi~h School. Class of 19401 
He w,1s a three sport. three -year Purple Rider nthlete 111 football. basl.etball and b.iseball and earned All -Valle) honor, as ,1 junior center and semor full­

back while serving as 1eam captain 111 two sports. 
After a ye,1r in prep school. he playe<l football two year\ al the Unii,er,it) ofWi,rnn~in and earned All Big Ten a, a \ophomore centeH,n an 8 I I re~·or<l 

team rnnked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the '.Vlarine Corp Reser\'e. he earned All-Big Ten center ;,s a junior at the Universit) of Mid1igan .ind 
also lettered in track. After ,I year 111 the active U.S. Manne Corp where he wmpeted on the Marines· footb;ill team. he was drafted by the NFL', Cle,eland 
Rams. but opted to return to the l;niversity of Wisconsin. He e;1rned his lhml All-Big Ten tirsl center honors and rnmpeted for the College All-Star team 
.tl_!ainst the Chicago Bears . 

After college. he played three seasons in Chu:ago in the AII-A111enrn11 Footb,1II Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Rears 
In 1998. he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athleti, Hall of Fame. In 2005. he c.liec.l at age 83 in Fort Atkinson. Wis. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood l,nion High S,hool. Class of 1937) 
He was a three-sport standout in football. basl..etball and baseball .it old Benwood L'n1011 High. earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valle) in footb,111. As a ,enior. he led the Iron men to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run. the lronmen ended a 33-game winning streak nf defending state champion Wheeling , 

At West Virginia University. he earned seven letter~ an<l i!i one of onl~ I'.! a1hletes in school history to earned letters in football. bask,:,tball and baseball. 
A three-year ~tarter as blocl.ing bm:k. single wing 4uarterback ;111<.I lmebad.er. he also batted 300 as a left-handed baseball fir~t baseman ,me.I played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all -time decade team ( 1940 -19) and was a 2004 inductee 11110 the WVL! Sport, Hall of Fame. In 1977 . he \\as 
induc1ed into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941. Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams belore serving 111 the U.S. Army. After the war. he playec.l t1ve ~easons ( 19-lh-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steeler\. He slilrted on the 8-4 record 1947 te<1111 
regarded ;is the best 111 team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All -Time Stceler Det~11s1ve Team. 

After residing and workmg 111 the Ohio Valley for lhree c.lernc.les. he died in 19X I. 

Nick Skorich t Bellaire Hi1?h School. Clas~ of 1939 ) 
He was a three-sport Big Rec.ls' athlete in football. basketball and track and earned All -Valley honors as .1 football center while playing on three team, 

which won titles in the OVAA. the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had rec.:orc.ls of 9-1. 8-:! and 9- . 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team rnplilin as a ~nior an<l earned honors on the All-Ohio college selection,. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before \ervmg in the U.S. Navy. After mllitar) service. he played three seasons ;1s guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as ,111 ass1st,1nt with the Steeler,. Green Ba) and Philadelphia before bec.:om111g 
Eagles' hea<l coach for three seasons. He then JOlllec.l the Cleveland Browns· staff ,ind became the Browns· head coach from 1971 74. After leav111g 
Cleveland. he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the \lat10mil Football League. He died 111 2004. 

Moffat StorenThe Lin,ly School. Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout 111 toolball. basketball and trac l. where he set lhe longest-l.1sting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record 111 the 100 yard d,lSh. 
An AII-V,dley fullbad .. he helped Linsly to 7-2 ,u1c.l 9-2 records as a sophomore an<l junior but i, best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 

1939 lntelligencerTri -State Trad. Meet. the most prestigious meel in the area at the time. He docked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards whkh remained on the OV 
record books for four de,a<les and was the best-ever in West Vir!!1111a until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career al Duke UniversitY~where he was .i startin!! back in the 19-12 Ro,e Bowl ,:ame a!!ain,t Ore1:on State. It was 
playe<l in Durham. N.C .. the onl} time outside Pasadena. Calif.: becau,e of World \Var llin the Pacilk. He also starred ~,n lhe Blue De\ ii~- crad. ream and 
led the sprint rela~ unit to a victor) in the prestig ious Penn Rela) , . 

Storer was draftee.I b} the NFL Chicago Card1nah bul. after gr;idu,11,on. ,ervec.l in the armed force, 
He li,ed 111 Chauanoo~a. Tenn .. for several }ear,. and 1s deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Floyd Baker - The graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys· basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on lhe roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5. 27-4 and 23-3, 

all by Baker). five sectional crowns (three by Baker). and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker). reaching the semifinals in 1936 and 
I 938. a team that included OYAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Baker then moved over 10 rival Martins Ferry. where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament. highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Purple Riders· golden era in basketball. which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles. six by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From I 941-45. his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of I 941 . led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Groza. and followed by records of 22-3. 24-l. 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1 ). led by Hall of 
Farner Alex Groza. won the first OYAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker·s 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond. Ind. 

Car[ Hoppel (Beaver Local High School. Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel. a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore. where he placed third. he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel. who also played football at Beaver. was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi­
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 .. Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers:· 

For 10 straight years. from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son. Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel. a retired businessman. was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises. Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School. Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006. became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class. first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OYAA championship. The OYAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938. when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats. Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OYAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. 

As a senior. Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley. and probably the state of West Virginia. and ended his prep career with more than I .300 
points. a high total for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era. including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School. Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football. basketball. baseball and track. he was the 
"T' quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten. untied and unscored-upon and also featured OYAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer. placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
Al West Virginia State. Robinson captained lhree teams in three sports. won 12 varsity letters. and quarterbacked lhe 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons. he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons· staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State. Illinois State. Michigan Sports Hall. and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died. at 

age 96. in 2008. 

] ack Simons (New Cumberland High School. Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919. 
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year. four-sport (football. basketball. baseball. track) performer at the school 
which was merged. along with Chester and Newell. into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete. in 1919. to earn first 
team all-stale football honors. 

At West Virginia University. he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team. 
the only unbeaten team in school history. He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924. he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program at old St. 
Fran~is High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W. 
Ya. Slate Sports Hall of Fame. He died. at age 96. in 1997 in Morgantown. where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School. Class of 1972). In high schm1I. he domina1ed 1he area and Ohio dis1ance running seem: v.hile set1ing 
school 1.600- and 3.200-meier school records which remai n on lhc hooks. 

He hecarnc 1hc lirsl suh-nine minute 3.200-meler runner in Ohio hi~tor\ (!-1.:5~) and his 4:20 time in the 1.600 re111ains on the ,chool record hnt•ks. 
/1., a junior. he won the Ohio Class AA ems, cou111ry title and placed ,econd in 1he s1a1c meet 2-milc run. 

A s 'a ,enior. Bent, wa~ undefeated in crn,s country and 1r;1d while ,cuing an Ohio 1wo-mi lc record. He earned All-America status h) placing 
third with ,1 1ime of 8:58.4 for two 111ilc., al 1he High St:hool Track & Field Na11011al Mcc1 m Ba1011 Rouge. La. 

Recnnled hy lhc Univer~lly of Tennessee. he led Ihe Vols lCJ four unocaIcn cros•; country sc,I,ons. four Sou1hcas1crn Conference titles ,ind the 1972 
NCAA 1itle. In l rnd. his teams won 1hrce SEC crowns and Ihc 1974 NCAA champion.,hip. He conlriotlled 1,1 11 SEC titles in four cross counlr) 
and 1rack ,ea,011, while carninu: A l l-SEC honor,. 

Charles "Punque" Cartled,:e 1S1euhenvillc High School. Class or 19 12). The lirsl nrc,t inductee inw the Ohio Fm>toall Com:hcs Hall or 
E1111e ;md the initi i1I honoree in 1hc Opper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall or Fame. he pul Big Red fooIhall on 1he area and Ohio maps wilh a 22-year 
record 01· 140-38- 1 I from I 916-40, 

Hili 1c.1111s muscorecl foes hy 3.772-870 and de;ilt fanned Mas~dlon ils wor~t Jo~s ever. 68-0. in 193 I. Thal 1cam was led hy OVAC H,tll or Fame 
Legends George (Puck, Burgwin and Will Rohin,011. The Big Red schedule during lhal era inc:ludcd lop 1eam from around Ohio anJ western 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre-playoffcrn. his Big Red 1cams were acc:laimcd Ohio slate champions live 1irnes (1925. 1926. 1930. 1931. 19J5J. He cmtchcd seven 
unheaten learns and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26. Big Red was unoea1en in 45 games against high school 1cams. wi1h a lone dcfca1 in 1924 lo lhc Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons. !hey had an Ohio Valley record 17 s1raigh1 shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red oaskcIhall 10 a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coad1ed 1he tennis 1cam. 
As a high school senior ( 19 I I -12). he captained Big Red fooloall. oaskeloall ,tlld oascoall tctuus and was a foo1hall 4uarterhack. He died in 197K 
Jim Jordan (Chester High School. Cla,s or 1943), A 6-11101-3. I95-pound oaskcthall ,enter. he was sclectccl capwin of lhe I 943 one-class 

West Virginia AII-S1.11e team ,11'1cr leading Chesler 10 a 20-4 record. Two 111' 1hc lossc~. including the regional 10urnamc111, were IO 26-1 record stale 
champion Wheel in" H1tth. 

In live ye;1rs ol ..:~llcg~ pl,ty. Jordan compeled for four conference ch,unpwn,hip leams. Enrolled in the Navy V-I2 program al Mount S1. Marys 
(Md. I Colle11e, he was 1he leading scorer in lhe Ma\on Dixon Conference. 

He enrol led ,lt 1he Universuy of Norlh Carolina in lhe Naval ROTC pm~ram and earned second 1eam and lirs1 1ca111 All-America honors in lwo 
seasons w iIh 1he Tar Heels. The 1946 L'NC team linishcd as NCAA runner-up 10 Oklahonw A&M. He was lhe only unanimous choice for AII­
Sou1hern Conference aml led lhc league in scorin~. Featured on a Tar Heel 1radi11g card or haskcthall legends. his jersey No. 8 hangs fro111 the rafters 
of 1he Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan linished his college career with two season al the University or Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT tillc 1ea111 and 1hc 1948 
NCAA championship ~quad led oy fellow OVAC Hall or Famer and All-American. Alex Groza or Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later 
selected 10 the All-Time Ohio Valley Prc-1950 1cam hy The Intelligencer. 

Jordan. who died in 1999. was an a11orney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Mysli11ski (Steubenville High School. Class of I 941 ). In high school. he was a football running hack and c;1p1ain of the !940 Big 

Red !cam. the l111al one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles 1Pun4ue) Car1 lcdgc. 
He entered West Point in the la~I pre-World War II class and under lhe stepped-up wart ime pmgram. he graduated in three years wilh a B.S. in 

cnuinccrin~. 
He served as captuin or 1hc 1943 Anny team and earned 1he Mos1 Valuable Player award while hcing named to every first team AII-Amcric,1 sclcc-

1io11 as a 6-fool. 195-pound center. He also received the Knu1c Rockne Award ;Is 1hc n.uion\ mnstanding lincm;m in 1943. 
Al'lcr graduation in 1944. Myslinski cn1ered the Air Fon:c and returned 10 West Poml 111 adn1111istra1ion in 1952. In 1956. he occamc head of the 

Physkal Education Depanme111 ,II 1he Air Force Ac;1dcmy and front 1968-82. he ~crved ,1., A1hlctic Director al the University of Pinshurgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993 . 

. Norman "Wild Man,, Willey (Pinc Grove High School. Clas~ of 1945). He is 1he Ohio Vallcy·s most prominent product or 1he old six-man 
loothall teams at the smaller enrollment schools. 

The 6-foo1-2. 225-pound a1hle1e played foolhall. oasketoall and haseoall for the Torn,,dos. 
After high school. he enrolled for one year in 1hc U.S. Navy and hrielly ,lltell(lcd Salem College oefore enrolling a1 Marshall College. where he 

played foolhall and haskethall. 
A fullhack-dcrcnsivc end in f()(llhall. he was drafted in 1hc 131h round oy 1hc NFL·s Philadelphia E;1glcs. where he played eight seasons from 1950-

57. He was a 1wo-1ime Pm Bn\\l selection and is ;1 mc111her. aloll!! wilh Rc!!!!iC White. as a defensive end 011 lhe All-Time Eades· honor roll. 
Willey i, credited as lhc reaq111 lhe NFL ,tarted charting dcrcnshc !>:tck~ -.,ner il \\.1, reported he was unof1icially credited wi1h 17 sacks against 

Ne11 Yori-. Gia111s· qu:1r1crhack Ch.irley Concrl~ on Oc1. 26. 1952. I-le earned 1hc nit:knamc ··\\ ild Man .. from his pass rushing rcsuiling in opponc111s' 
vardtll!t: los~c,. 
• An mduc1cc inlO 1he Marshall and Wcsl Virginia State Sprnh Hall~ u( F.unc. he \1:1, honored in Pinc GroYC wi1h a .. Norman Willey Day .. on Sept. 
15. 2006. Signs proclaiming .. Home or Wild Man Wi lle~·· o.1,crc erected al 1hc cnlr.incc IO the Ill'- 11 as well as aI Valley High School. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the staJ 
of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Carna the main cog in the first two crowns of I 985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Carna as an All-American selection. 

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as 
senior. His personal best times were 4: 18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9: l 8 at 3,200; and 15: 12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten an, 
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i. 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Jim Georl!e (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th 
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-game win streak with a 22-1- l record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playini 
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Vrrginia All-Star Game. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record-second best in school history - and the Jefferson County title. 
He accepted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl: 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force. 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points - second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 points against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Vu-ginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorin$ his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a senior. 

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team AU-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-sport, I I-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) in school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he 
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley "Small 
School" team. He also started for West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National 
All-American High School Team honors. 

In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament 
in Sistersville. 

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship. 
Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and 

punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yardaverage. He was featured in Sports Illustrated for a major role 
m Purdue's upset of No. I ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled 'The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History." 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member <?f the conference. 

j(Jhll 'Zip' Behen CC:unhridge High Sd1oot. C las, or 191 !\). The forrner Bohc.11 w:Is one of t.h~ lirsI I.IJ00-point scorers in Ohio. and Ohio Vallc). hnops 
his1ory. He lim,hcd hi, four-ye,1r high school career with 1.271 points. which still ra11ks fifth on the :1ll-11111c Bobcal scnrin~ i;h;uts. 

In his senior season. Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records hy scoring h8 points against Woodsfield The 111.1ri- rcm:1111s ,,s the Booc.i:s· single g.11nc 
school record and w:1s the standard for Ohio Valley schools until York\'ille's Kc:1 Alessi. a charter memhcr of the OVAC Hall ol F.une. tiroi-c Ihe record\, 1th 70 
points in 1949 versus Shmlysidc. 

Behen wou11d up with 454 points as a scnior while lcading the Bnlx:ats 10 a se,ond sIraighI 18-2 record. 
As a juninr. he scnred ~86 points. His sophomore total for a I 0-IO record team was 302 points. He started l11S c.ircer a, .1 frcshm:111 wllh 129 potn ls for a 16-2 

rc,ord squad During his foui--ye:ir career. Ihe Bohcals pnslcd a rnmhined 62-16 r~conl. 
Behen played one season :u West Virginia University. lcucring :ts a freshman rorw,ml ,md ,w.-ing 123 poi Ills for an 8 2 per game :Ivcrnge, 
In 2007. C:11nhridge High School retired Behen'.,jersey numher 18. 

Ken Cunningham (East Liverpool High School. CJ.1ss ol 1961 J. A three sport Poller athlete. he earned All-Ohio honors in haskcthall and foothall and 
..,a, the Ohio Hi; h School B.isl.ethall Player of the Ye.ir ,clectmn for I lJ<i0-6 I h> The A,sociated Press. Ihe only Poller e\cr uccnr(led the honor. He also was 
sclcc1ed 10 the Scholas1ic Co.tc:h All Ameri,an team. 

During his prep career. Cunmngha111 hccame the Pouers· all II111e lc.1di11g si;urer in ha,keIhall. induding a schnol record ➔ I points in a g:une wh1lc scoring 43lJ 
season poims for a 24-poini per g.tmc Jverage. He .ilso led the Pouers 111 srnnng as a sophomore and Jumor. 

In roothall. he was a quancrhaci--defensive hacl. ,ind carne,1 All-Ohio and team M,,,1 V..1luahle Player honms in 1960 while also heing honored on the All-Eastern 
Ohio .u1d All -County selections. He ,ilso pl.iyed three h.1sd1,1II sc,1sons for Ihe PoneP, 

He accepted a hasl.elhall schol.trship lo the 1961 NCAA muional 1:h:11 11pion U11iversi1y o f C ind11na1i :md 1he Bcarcals repeated as 1iIlist in 1962 when he was a 
lrcshman. As a sophomore on the varsiIy. Cincinn:lli went 26-2 and linishcd as NCAA runner-up to Lo}ola-Chicago. 

Cunningha111 led the Bcarcals 111 assist., as a .iunior and lhc three-year lellcrm:111 was clc,lcd 1ca111 capt.tin as a ,,enior. 
He lalcr remrncd lo Cim:inn.ui as .m assis1.tn1 co.ich and was he.td coach :11 Akron Uni,ersiIy ror thn:c seasons hefore leaving the coaching ranks. He currcnIly 

resides in S1ow. Ohio 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Man i ns FcrTy Hi¥-h School. Clas, or I lJ23). He was an honored. record-scuing Purple Rider ;uhlcte who served ;1, Icam 
c;1p1ain of football. ba~kethall and hascball as a senior. Hew.is .in AII -V,tllcy h,tllhad. as a ,enior after l\\\l years as :m Al!-V.tllc) end. In his senior sc,tson. he 
set record which w,1s listed as .111 Ohio V,1lley record !"or se\cr:11 ye;rrs. He scored 56 point, on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 hlanking 
nr Cosh<x:ton. 

Edw,mls enrollod al Washington & Jcflcrson College. then a --major c.:ollegc .. looIhall power under coac.:h John Hcisman. for whom the Hcisman Trnphy is 
named. He played his final th1·ec years as a regular end tor coache, Al l ie \.1illcr and Andy Kerr As a scnior. he was All East and earned some second lcam All 
America honors, 

Afler n:Icc1in¥- an offer to play pro foo1hall with the Ph1ladclph1a Yellow Jackel.,. he rcIurncd lo lhe Ohio Valley lo coadl lugh school ,ll Adena. Warwood and 
Linsly. At Adena. his 1927 foot hall tc:un went 10-0. lhc girls" haskcthall team \\.IS I K-0 .md lhe hoy,· hoop team had a wmning ,e:1son. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscnp. a SIanford Un1vers11y A II-Amcric,111 \\ho startcd in three Ro.,e Bowls. at Adcnu. Hi, 1930 Linsly hoys hJskelhJll team took a 21 0 
record lo Chicago to compete in the NJl ionul Scholastic B.isi-eth,11I Tournament. The Cadets won two games hel'orc howing in lhc quanerlinals. 

He helped found the Wheeling M idget Basehall League in 1950 and served a, president from l lJ53-68. He w,rs named Wheeling Jaycees· Ci1i1.en or the Year in 
I 956. ln 1984. he was i ndut:Icd into I he Upr,;::r Ohio V;11lcy Dapper Dan Hall ol Fame 

Bob Hugh 1Scio High School. Class of 1950), The most honorc.:d .ithbe in Scio High hislory. he set school .md Hamson CounIy h.isl.cthall scoring records 
which remain ,ix decades lalcr He was the second Eastern Ohio ,llhlctc to Iwice earn lirsl te.1111. live player AssociaIed Pres, All Ohio Class B honors (the lirst was 
one yc:1r c.irltcr hy OVAC chancr Hall of Famcr Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He w,Is the second-leading Ohio Clu.,s B scorer both l11S junior and senior ye,1rs He scored 
7-14 poi ms in JO games as a junior. scrnnd hcsl 111 Ohio lo Alessi. Hut,;h srnrcd 1.386 points in 55 ~ames for .m a\'eI,tge of 25 points during his I.1st two seasons 

The 6-loot-3 forw.1rd scon::d .1 school. and eunent Harrison County. record 60 poinIs in ;1 96-50 win n\'Cf New Alhcns. He also ,cored 50 in an earlier 96-36 
rout of New Alltt:ns. 

In his senior se,rson. he led 1he Panther., 10 their hesl-e\·er season of 24- 1. Scio won its lirsl 24 !.!mnes. Jnd the Harrison Count1 and sec11011al lournamems. hclore 
howmg to SIrashurg in 1hc dis1nct. In his lilur season., on the \':trsily. Scio wcnl XK-I3 with rc,;mls of 24-1. 26-➔ .md a rcg101ial tourney hcrlh. 22-5 .ind I6- l 

Hugh Jlso played on the Scio si x-111.111 roo1b.1ll Icam which went unhc.1Ien (9-0) 111 1949 and K-0 in 1947. The four year record was 26-5 I 
He played freshman hasl.e1h,tll ,II Ohio L'niversity. 

Joel Jones cWeirIon Dunhar High School. Cl:tss or 1954 ). The lirst graduale or a ,egreg,ued high school 10 he honored hy the OVAC. he was J 1hrce-season 
foot hall sIandout lor lhe R,1iders hclo1-c competing in 1he Big Ten Conlcrencc as a mcrnhcr of a nationally ranked Mil:higan State Uni,crsity team. 

Al Dunhar. the 6-rool• I. 21 S•pound Jones was a fullhucl. for Coach Jim Wares from ll.)50-53 and served as caplatn or Ihe once-heal en I 953 Iea111s which dcfc;1tcd 
the olher Ohio V:1llcy segrcgmcd school. Lincoln of Wheeling. twice hy 2K-6 and 19-0. He was 1hc Ica111's lcading scorer and gruund gainer his la,t two se,1sons 
and was a multiple-year :111-star. 

In :111 er:I when manv collc!!c .11hle1ic cc:uns were sc!.!re!.!atcd. his talents wen: noIiced lw scouis from Penn Stale. lnd1a11.1 and We.SI Vir!!1n1:1 State. Ihen a na1ional 
contender in the hlack college ranks. He enrolled on T1is ~•wn aI Mid1igan S1ate ;111d walk.Cd on to Ihc fooIhall 1e,1111 In h1, four season, :11 the schoo . the Sp.1rtans 
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win O\'CI' UCLA on Jan. I. 1956 "ilh Jones al ddcnsi1c end. He lellercd I\H• ,casons .u1d pl:1)ed ¥-Lt,ird .111d 
t,Kkle in the fall or 1956 when he earned some all-sIar n:cognnion. 

The Spanans were 9- 1 in 1955 and 7 2 in 1956 \I i1h Jones ill the lineup. 
After collc!!c. he remained in Michi!!,lll. where he cum:ml\ resides .. 1s a hi!!h sehool cduc.llor .md "as ,1 counselor al Henrv Ford Hi!!h School an Dc1roi1. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in I 943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal era. this Potter shooting 1A1h1z also noted 
for his passing finesse was listed by medi3 as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He 1al1ied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump after 
every goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and teams. , enerally increased with the faster, uninterrupted play. 

In the era of low scoring games. the four-year Potter performer set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three times dur­
in2 his final season. 

fie was recognized on local all -star teams. but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939. 
Mackey. who was among the charter inductees into the East Liverpool High School Sports Hall of Fame. is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the 

school's finest high school cager. He retired 10 Peoria, Ariz .. and is deceased. 
Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School. Class of 1982). A 10-timc. three-sport All-Pioneer Valley Conlerence honoree regarded as 

the best all-round female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by earning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors. 
As a senior. she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the floor. As a junior. she had 

norn1s of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of 
gymnasmro construction problems. Her career totals were 1.254 points and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honors. 

She also was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three limes in volleyball. 
A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conlcrence in scoring (20.1) and rebounding ( 14.2) as a senior and 

earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-captain. she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1.691 career points 
with a school record 1.161 rebounds. 

The winningest coach in Otterbein College his1ory. she just completed her 23rd sca~on with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville. 
Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School. Class or I 940). The 6- I forward-guard and leading lronman scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic 

Association (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-state selection before earning college and professional fame. The OVAA 
wa~ the predecessor 10 the OVAC. 

A tier high school, he served in the U.S. Anned Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944. He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu­
ated in 1948 wllh a school career record of 1.578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the 
schoors only national championship, the NAIB (now NAIA> Toumamen1 in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Little All-America honors a~ a junior 
and second team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-page photo in the Marshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into 
the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in the NAIA Hall ot Fame .. 

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. I in 1he National Baske1ball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him 
in 1948. He played the 1949 season before returning 10 the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local protessional team, the Wheeling Blues, from 
1950-52 in the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. He then served as basketball coach from 1952-54 at St. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided 
the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006. 

John Wood (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat football player is the only Blue Eagle athlete selected as captain of the AH-West 
Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948. This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given to the 
state Player of the Year. 

He played quarterback, running back, defensive back. drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 5-11. 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from 
running back as a sophomore and junior 10 quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the 
losses was 14-6 10 overall state champion Benwood Union. which selec1ed Wood 10 i1s All-Opponent Team. 

Wood also was a two-year basketball team captain and a standout tennis player in summer toumamems. 
He accepted a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only IO games from 1930-38. He played three seasons. 

mostly at detensive hack, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame. 26-0 as Wood broke the game 
open with a long interception return. He also played in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Washington. 21-0. 

After graduation. he turned to college coaching/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown. Conn. 
He was head basketball coach from 1947-68 and also coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970. 

Bill You11g (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943 ). He was a three-sport standout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider spons. He was honored on Ferry 
teams which won. or shared. two Ohio state championships in 1941. 

He was the only sophomore starter on the Lou Groza-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team 
title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferry to a 10-0 regular season football 
record and an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season, Ferry outscored 10 foes by 333-19 
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenville. 

The rare four-year Rider football lettern1an and three-year basketball starter on teams with records of 27-2. 22-3 and 24-1, he was team captain in both 
spans. As a senior on the 24-1 record stale semifinalist--the first unbeaten regular season team in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring 
sophomore Alex Groza. an OVAC Hall of Famer and later college All-America and Olympic star. 

In 1942. Young became the first Rider to wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the team ·stop player. He also played baseball. 
After graduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning 10 enroll at West Libeny State. He starred on three teams which lost only one game. He 

earned Lillie All-America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conlerence 
careertotal offense record until the 1970s. He's a charter memberofthe WLS Athletics Hall ofFame. Young retired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2015 

Cathy 
Clark 

Junior 
Hart 

Brian 
Hesson 

Lou 
Mott 

Jack 
Thayer 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached qfier that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Cathy Clark H11ricll Chin I-rye High School. Class of 1986). She is the ;111-time lead­
mg can:er ,;corer ,n one of the an:,1 "stop mundhall pmg1~11ns. The limr-year pcrfonner 
scored 1.598 points du1ing a mnsis1e111 career wi1h 180. 444. 479 and 495 poillls in 
c,1ch of her seasons. She also d1aned -BO <.:a1wr n:bounds and 265 <.:an:cr a.ssisls. 

Alkrearmng All-Olm, Di,is1011 Ill lllcnlion as :1junior. she was tahhcd lii:st le:un 
/,II-Ohio :Ls a senior ;ind w;L, Dis11ict I2 D-11I Plaver of the Year. She was a three-lime 
All-Pioneer Valley Conlcn:nce honon:e :md twice lirst team All-Ea.stem D1s1nc1 and 
1)1s1nct 12. 

Alkr h.:r senior y.:ar. she plJy~xt in both 1hc Ohio Nonh-Sou1h All-Siar Gain.: :111d 
!ht: Disuicl I'.? AII-S1.1r G:une 

The Ladv Cmkls were 69-32 in her four seasons with four section I i1lcs .md 1wo 
Pioneer Valley Conli:renee cmwns. 

As good .LS she was in high school. she may have hccn bcuer 111 college. 
At Manelta College. she nol only set the ,;clmol ,;conng reconl hut also the all0 limc 

( )hio A1hlet1c Con1crcnce standard or :?JI I point,. 
The lour-11mc fo-,I team AII-OAC honoree was sdccled J lirst tc.im NCAA D1n,m11 

Ill AII-Americ:111 as a senior and was the OAC Player or the Year hc;r final two seasons 
while serving a., Pionc-cr Icam cap1;1in. 

Alier her senior season. she: W;L\ accrntlcd the OAC-s hi!.!11c:sl honor. lhc Clvdc Lunh 
Schol:1rship. and the Marie11;1 College Bcuy Clcl:rnd Awa~-d. • 

She wm:ntly holds six Mmiena College records. lksidcs the c:1reer point mark. she 
set standanls for game ,;coling (42). season scoring (6:l6J. c:11\.-cr goals (9W). career 
goal aucmpls ( 1.911\). free thmws made in :1 game { 18). season ,Lssists (209) and career 
assists r50 I). 

She Ii.is been inducll.xt i11I0 tlm:c Halls or 1-'mne - Maric11:1 College. Mid-Ohio 
Valle~ Spons and lhc: Disuii:1 12 Baskeihall Coad1c:s Hall. 

H111c/1i11wm (Ju11i11r) Han { Irondale High School. Class nf II.J44J. 111c: .:l-fo<11-8. 
160-poundc:r w,Ls a 1wo-spon pn.:p s1andou1 in b;Lskc;1h:ill ;ind liloth;ill lilr this 1iny 
school in nonhcm Jellerson Countv. 

As a senior. he earned liN 1e:1111: live-player All -Ohio Class H honor, in t>asl.eIhall 
\\hen onil· 1wo dasscs (Class A & H} were selcm:d. The Class A first unit ind uded 
OVAC Hall or 1-:uner Alex Gmza or Man ins Fen). 

Han scored 350 poims as a senior induding several 20-30 poin1 games and ,1lso was 
dtcd lor lus delens1vc pl,1y. A l11ghligh1 \\as dunng the Jellerson Coumy Toumamem 
when hnnd:ile upsc:1 Yorkville:. !he; delcnding Ohio Class H dt;uupion. hy (w-4I ;1s 
Han nearly matched the cnllre DucIilli1c team with a ran.· ,11-the-llmc 40 point., on 16 
g,xils ,md eight free thrnws. 

In foothall. Han w;Is a mcn:ury,heeled nmning back whose !"one \\as speed 
Han cnmlled .1t l)cl;1w,ll\: S1:11c: U111,·c:rsi1y where he compclcd 111 l<~11hall. lx1skcthall 

and track. In 1986. he \\as inducted 11110 the school's Athle11c Hall orhmtc. 
Afler collc:1:c:. hc served in !he U.S. Na\'y Jlld was ,1 lugh school 1e;1d1c:r/<.:md1 lnr 

,e\'cral years 1n Mound HJyou. Miss .. ,rnd 1hen taught and coad1~xl m Dmcr. DdJw,tre 
al Wrlli.im Henry Comprehe1isive High Sdmol (the only hl;1ck high .,ch,•il in the 
counlyl and ,11 Dover High Sd1ml. He passed .tWJ) ,II agc 69 on May 21. 199:1,11 his 
home in FdIon. l)claw,11-c. 

lmmlalc: tx.-c,unc pan or 1hc Sta111on Local consolidm1on which 1s Ill"' pan or the 
1-itison schools. 

JJria11 He.mm <Caldwc:11 High Seh<x1I. Class nr 1993). He was a major mg in !he 
Redskins· 1111111ing dyna.,ty 01"Ihc I980s and i'J<JOs. hclpmg C.ildwell win Ohio sl.ile 
cmss coumry d1Jmpionships in 1990. ·9 I and ·l) I. gmdua11ng one year hcfo1-c his 
,d1,x1J joined 1he ( )VAC. 

Thc d1S1ancc runner c;ap1urcd three slal<: I11lc;s 111 ,rnss ,ountry ;md live 11111,1c;k -
two each m the 3.200 meters ,111d I Ji<XJ mclcrs plus one as ,1 memher or :1 .•.2CXJ-mctcr 
relay 11ni1 All !old. hc ,-,1s a 17 lime: All-Ohion in !he lwo sp011s 

Afler pla,rng s1.~1h in the Ohio cmss country mccl ;is a freshman. hc won the tit c 
tril•'<-·ta with 111ne, of 1.'U5. I5:JO and l.'i:20 in l11s lin,1I three wa1, 

A lour-1i111c All-Ohman in cmss cnumry. he· w.is ci1,·d as ·a 1hrcc-1i1ne prcp AII­
Amc1ican. He competed in 1hc 1-txit Locker National Cross Country d1.tmpionships 
three times. pl,1cing I 'ith. 'lrd ,md 8th. He also was a memhcr or the I99-l .lunior 
Nation:1I Team. 

Rec111ited to nm cmss ,mmuy and track hy lhc University or Alabama. hc lx.-camc 
a four-lenerman in ho1h ind<xir and outdoor t1~1d:. He c.1rncd All-Southeastern 
Conlcrcnce honors !111-ce 1ime, Jnd crnnpc1cd in three NCAA Track Ch.impionships 

He S<.:nrcd in three events in the 1997 SEC Championship Meet - nmnmg ,1 '10:24 
in the IOK on 1-rilla). ,1 9:19 in Ihc S1eeplcch,1se on S,uurday . .ind 14 .'11 i 1hc 5K nn 
Suml,l). He was ho1101-cd hy the UnhcNly ol Aluhamu with !ht: Can.-cr Ad11,:1·emenI 
Awartl in I 99t! 

Hesson lws hccn 111du<.:1cd i11I0 1he Ohio Tmck & Cross Cnunlf) Coadtc:s· H.,11 d 
1-'a uc ,md 1hc Mid-Ohio V,liky Spons H.111 o1 1-.ime. 

/,;,u M1111 {Prnc Gm,·c Hrgh S,h,x,J. Class of 19561. Th•~ :'i-foot-9 Tornadoes· 
hJ.sl,.cth:111 ,111d hasehall performer 1s cons1dc:red the s-:hoor, hcs1-ever prep athlete 
Alier 59 ye,trs. hc sliU hods the Wetzel County c;u-ccr swring 1\.'<.:ord of 2.I l 7 points 
and the s111g c season point ,1vcragc marl. of 3:l.O poi Ills J game si:I in his senior year. 

Hi, career p0111l 101al brnkc 1he W.Va. ,1,uc mail ol 1.956 pomts sci Imm 1951 -53 
hy the: lq:cnd.11") "'HnI R<xr· Hundley of Charlc;s1on Jnd Motl bccmne 1hc lirst '.?.(XX) 
point ,c,11-cr in Mounlain S1,11e history. Mon\ Iota! also hcucn:d the: Ohl<) Valley SIJn 
dard or 2.077 p<•int, set hy d1anc:r ( >VAC Hall of Farner Ken Alcssi of Yorkville fmm 
1947-49. His caI-cer total cun-cnIly ranks I51h on the all-time W.V,1. c;ha11s and lhp 
IO in Ohio Vallev anmils. Molt held lhc W.Va. career 1-.:cord until 1958 and the: Ohio 
Vallcv standard until I 959. 

As :1 pn:p senior. he sco11..xt 69., points in 21 games. In his junior year. he avcragL-<l 29.4 
p<1inIs induding a sch,x,l-1wont :'i I p<,ints in a 127-58 win over Wallace. TI1.: 127 p<iints 
sci a slale siand:utl which hs1cd two wc-.,ks hcfo1-c Wh1.-.:lin~ ou1,;crn1..-<l Weir. 146-110. at 
Madison Gym in a g;u11e which sct a 1hcn-naIional 11..-crnu 1i""11al or256 p<linls. 

Mon\ senior avera~c of :no ranked 1hird in 1he OV hchind OVAC Hall of Famcr 
Helli)" Josdc:1.yk or Yorkville (42.2) and Legends honrn-cc Jack Thayer of 'ic1\ 
Cumbcrl.md (3:l.951 ,ind was .ihead of 1wo OVAC H.111 or F,uners - Lee P,urone or 
Hellai1-c f 32.9J :md Ron ··cy"· Gndli-.:y or M.i11ins 1-i:ny 1 •2.4), In W. VJ .. Mon ranked 
third hchind the legendary Jcn-y Wesl or l-.a.,1 Hank jJ-lJ I ;md Th,1ycr. 

As .1 senior. Mou w,1s sdeclcd Cl.iss R 1sm:1ller of two dJssc,1 lirsi 1ernn A I-S1.1Ie 
and also picked as Ihe stale Player ol the Ye:1r by the S1,1ers1"1llc-hased T11-St.1lc 
Im i1.11ion:1l Tournament. 

Alier his senior year. he wa, sclcc1ed 10 play on a rnmhmcd W. V.i.-Ohio All-Siar 
1c,11n to play the Ken1uc~) AII-St:1r-,. His leammJles indudcd West ,ind .losetcz) k. 

In h;Lsehull. he w,1s a I,,ur yc;Jr regular pi1cl1cr/,;h01t.S1op .ind Jlso pl.iyed Americ\lll 
Legion haschall. He also competed in the Whceltng Outdoor Haskel hall Lcaguc:. 

He earned .1 h;Lskcthall scholar,lup 10 M:1rshall ;111d pl.iyed tfuw ,·a1>1ly ,ea,ons allcr 
,1 year on 1he fi-cshm,m Ic,1m. 

Jack Thayer l'k" Cumhcrl,111d High SdHxil. Class of 1956) He was ,1 6-l<Xll-4. 
2CX)-pound mulli spoil .,tandoul (lix,thall 4u:1nerha<.:~. 1,;L,kclhall fomm"d. h,1schall 
shnnstop) who is 1-cg.11\lc:d ,1s the .,d1,x1I\ lop mulli sp<,n .nhlctc 

He e;,rned his mos! fame in h;1skc1h:1II as a ,cnior when he ,;cored 679 p<1in1s in 20 
g:une, I,,r a sclux, •1-ccnal U 9~ a,e1;1ge wh1d1 1.inkc:d No. 2 111 hoth the: ,1,11e .ind 
Ohio Valley. TI1c top OV 111;1rk was 42.2 hy <JVAC Hall of F,uner Henry Joscfrzyi. 
orYork\llle aml the bding W.Va. a\'erage was 343 hy the: lc:gend:uy Jerry West or 
1-:asl H,111k. 

Thayer ,rn1-cd 56. 58 ;111d 53 p<iims in 1l11-ce straight late-season wins over Sherrard. 
C.imerun and Foll;1nshce St Anthony TI1a1 g:1,c him a 1-cmarl.ahlc 167 p<iinis in lhl\.-c 
ganIcs and 114 in hack I0-hack nu1ings. He also 11.td other games or 52. -N. 46 and 
41 twice. 

In I,,01hall. he pla)cxl I,,r W.Va. in !he: annual W.Va.-Ohio All-<itar game and was 
n.-c1,111ed hy We,1 Virg1111;1 Umw1s11y :is ;111 1nv1Ic:d-walk-on cand1da1e 

Al WVLI. he w:1s one o1 two 1-cgular quancmacks on a 1reshman team which won all 
liw g.uncs Al"icr his fre,hman )Car. he lcli school to _1om lhe U.S. Army and played 
.irmed sc1Y1ce hx,thall hcli,n: heing di,chargcd 111 1961 

He: si~ncd ~ I rec a~clll con11;1c1 lnr ,1 uvom \I i1h Ihe Clcvd.111d Hmwn, n 1962. 1he 
,amc year thal OVAC chaner H.11I ol h11i1er John Ha, lic·ck \\,IS in c,unp. 

After Tha~cr 11~1, ,·111. he returned to 1hc Ohio Valley ,md eJmcd a mster ,p<,1 .is .i 
h:1ckup<1u,u1crhack, 11hc lirst \\'hccl111g lmnmen le,un "l11ch "enl 9--l .ind won the 
1962 United hx1lhall League !Ille in Th,1ycr"s onl} season on Ihc tc:1111 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2016 

Dick 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas a two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlete 10 earn 
three Ohio State lcners in both football and basketball. 

In high school. he \\as a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All•County honors. He also played two 
varsity years of basketball for the Pouers. 

At Ohio State. he played tackle on three Buckeye teams ( 1928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning 
si)( varsity lcncrs. 

After graduation. he served in the Navy before returning to OSU in l 933 to join the athletic and physical educations staffs. In 1946. he became Athletic 
Director and served until his retirement in 1971. During his tenure. he guided one of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big 10 Conference and 
the country. The school named a recreation and physical activity Facility. Larkins Hall, in his honor. 

Amie Marks Cormell (Jewett-Scio High School. Class of 1994). The most honored female athlete in Lady Vikings· history. she earned 12 letters 
in basketball. track and volleyball. 

In basketball. M.irks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26.3, 25.8. 28.5 and 27.9 as a ~enior. Her career point total ranks 
No. 2 in Ohio Valley history behind charter OVAC Hall of Farner Stephanie Pctho of Bellaire St. John ·s. 

Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists. 463 steals. 42% lield goal and 74% free throw shooting. She cashed l 20 of 314 3-point goals. 
Marks earned All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and third team as a freshman and sophomore. She was D-IV 

Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Eastern District and Distnct 5 selection and Player 
or Co-Player of the Year a~ a junior and senior. She was a three-lime first learn All-Valley selection and a four-time AJl-lnter-Yalley Conference choice. 

In 1rack. she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division III high jump as a junior and placed liflh as a senior. 
Marks earned a basketball scholarship to Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and team co-captain as a senior. The 5-foot-9 forward/ 

guard scored 853 career points, includmg 16 againsl nalionally No. I ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee. 
She currently resides in Northfield, Ohio and teaches and coaches at Nordonia High School. 
Ron Martin (Titlin Columbian High School. Class of 1971 ). The architecl of the most dominanl cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio 

history. he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 to a dual record of 1.195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Ohio Class A state titles. In I 983, the 
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later. Caldwell placed second. one point behind Dayton Christian. 
bur the best was yet to come. 

In 1985. Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school's second state title. The 1986 team. however, is regarded as 1he 
school's best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 poinls to repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the my1hical 
nalional champion by Cross Counly Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three•timc Ohio medalist Tony Cama. an OVAC Legends' 
honoree and one of only five state harriers 10 win three individual crowns. 

Martin left Caldwell after the back-lo-back Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill. who extended the Redskins· state title run 
to eight in a row through 1992. 

Martin. who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East. also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg 
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. 

Ray Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at 
the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-State in football (1925). as well as All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player. one-class All­
State ( 1926) in basketball as he led the second Viking team into the state tournament. He also played baseball. 

For his high school. and later college honors. the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in 1he school for many 
years. That display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 series by The Intelligencer. he was selected to the 
Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on staff research and reader 1;>0lling. 

He enrolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football team after nat10nal Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly 
promised him a trip 10 the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his 1hree seasons. Pitt won 23. 
lost four. had two tics and made two Rose Bowl trips after unbeaten regular seasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pill was crowned national 
champion by regular season polls.) Pill. however. lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to S1anford and 47-14 to USC. 

As a senior. he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot- I. 188-pound ~uard. The two-way standout, also cited for his defense, was labeled 
by Sutherland as "the perfect guard" and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pm ever produced. In 1958. he was selected to an All-Time Pitt team. 

Pete Zinaich (Weir High. Class of 1943). The most honored player on the first OVAC team to claim an "otliciaJ'' W.Va. all-class football champion­
ship. In the pre-playoff era. the W. Ya. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Farner Carl Hamill. the state champion 
despite a 6-3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1) vs. in-state teams with close losses to Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Clairton. Pa. 
The three•year regular fullback-linebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in•state foes was the Riders· leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first 
tam all-class I I-player All-Stale as a senior. 

Alter military service. he enrolled at West Virginia University and became a rare team captain of two sports (football and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior. 
He lettered four years in football and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. I. 1949 Sun Bowl with a 21-12 win 
over Texas Western. After his senior season, he was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the ninth round as the I 15th overall NFL pick but opted for 
an education career. He also was a three-year letlerman at shortstop on the WVU baseball team. 

AflerWVU. he spenr his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and baseball coach at Adena High School from 1956• 
69. His best football team ( 1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS 

George 
Cheroke 

Frank 
Gilliam 

Harry 
Diehl 

Tom 
Harp 

-2017 

Ed 
Oliver 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the J<Jrmation (f the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

George Cheroke iSludy~uJc High School. Cl.iss u l' 19401. He was:, l<>o lhall and wre,clini swmloul for ch,; Tigers, which pro<luc.:d the· area·s lirsl '-'l'Cslling power 
under coach An Kirkland. Th.: lour-year grnpplcr won the 1•11e-d ass Ohio hea,ywcighl lille in 1940 allcr capturing the 19:19 crown :11 165 pounds. As :1 sophomori:. 
he pl.iced third a1 154 poumls.Th.: Tigers pl:1ced second 10 Clc,d,rnd John Hay. '.!1-20. ro,. 1940 lcam laurels alter Sh.1djsid.: dcfo:ued John H,ty 111 .t dual me.:l earlkr. 

Chemkc. nickn:umxl Chief. also was a ,1dl:1r 5 fool 9 , lK:i•poun<l foochall guard.The 1hrec-ycar gridd.:r and 1wo-1imc team c:tpl:tin earned All V.illcy ho,1rn-s a, a 1wo­
way s1:111doul. Th.: T igers went 9- 1 an1I '? ~ I ,.luring Ins linal lwo season, 

He enmlkd ,11 Ohio State Uni,ersil~ 10 compete in hoth foo1h.1II and "resclin:.;. Playing f,1r co~dt P:rnl ~nmn on 6-1 -1 record lc:1111. the sophomor: moved i1110 s1.111mg 
lmcup 111 lillh game alter :11e,11nmatc·, injury. He ld't O<;V hcli>re 1942 season 10 scrw in 1he Air h,r,c durml,l World W;ir II. 

After his disch.irg.: in 1946. he again np1cd 10 play ror P:1ul llmwn. "ho " :1s s1,ining 1hc Clcvel.tnd Browns 111 lhc lirst y.:ar ofll1c All American Conference Chcrol..c 
played 111 12 games for 1hc I 3-2 r.:co1d Bmwns. who defeated Ne" York. 14-<J in the dxunpionslup g,une Al'icr one season. he re enlisted in 1hc Army 1or :i 20-~ear c:arecr. 
r.:1iring in 19(,5 10 enter husincss in Californi,t He p,isscd :1w,1y in IQX6. 

Harry Diehl (Ml. Morns. Pa High School. Cl:tss of 1952). When he iomcd the S1an1on High ,1thle1ic progrnm in 1960 a, head hasl-.clh.ill co:1d1 and :iss1st:1111 c,,ad1. 
ther.: wa., no lrac;k program. so he guided rhc 1961 ,md 1962 haskcthall 11:.1111s tu unhca1c11 regular se,isons Jnd owrall 19 I and ~1-1 records. 

In 1963. wi1ho111 a home tr,u:k. hc st:nted the St:ullnn hoys 1ra,k program .ind competed in 1hc Indian Lcagu.: ar Mingo. 1-t,11r years later. 1hc lirs1 all-wcath.:r lracl.. 111 
the Ohio Valley wa., ntsl.tlk d al S1.1n1on :utd the Indian League mo,-cd rts ntccl, l'rom the \'1mgo c;1mkr 11,u:k lo Slanlon. lliehl's teams then rcdct1 off 7-:o con,ccuti,c du:11 
meet wins, n.:portedly an Ohio Vall<:} record. from 1967-76 .is Sc,1111011 lidded one or the most dominant souall sd10oi lracl.. pmgrams m 1hc ;,rea Orhcr teams [n the Indian 
League included Mingo. Jefferson Union. Toronto. Cadiz. Springlicld. Un[1cd Local and lle:ivcr Local. 

St:1111on won mulliplc Ohio district Cities. two Cl:tss A region.ii crowns aml competed in ,talc c,·cn1s. While no lil'il pl.ices "Cl"<' re,·ordcd. ,ophoulllre sprmlcr Boh 
Haugh!. who signed a Univ.:rsity of Al:th:nna f,x,1hall ,cholarship. posted the stacc·s fastcsl 440-yard Class A time m 1970 hclorc placing ,cc'.11td al the .,1a1,• mcel. OVAC 
Hall or 1-'amer Blame Rose also compc1ed for Diehl. who ran track :md cross country :11 West Virgini,1 U. 

Stanton joined the OVAC in 1981 and Diehl\ lc.tms won Class A titles in 198) :ind 1986. his 1inal year at the helm. 
Diehl also served as Jn .tssislalll foothall rn,1d1 induding lhc 9-0 record 1966 tcam with head coach Glenn Tmul. 
Diehl received several awards hcfore rcliring in 1986. includinl,! the second Rohc11 MeKclvcy Award from the L!ppcr Ohio V:tlley D,tppcr Dans in i976 ,111d the C.tl 

Gillin Award from the OVAC in 1993 
He resides in Boynton Beach. 1-'la. 
Frank Gilliam (Stcuhcnvillc High School. CIJss or 19521. He. :utd chancr OVAC Legend honoree C.tlvin Jones. led Big R.:d 10 its most sui:cessli1I r,x,1hall-hovs· ha,­

J..e1hall ~car f I l)5 l -52) in history. The i:m1111c:11n is lhc winning.:st (28-1 > in Big Kcd history with ;111 unhcaten 1q::ul:1r sc,1son li1llowcd hy cigh1 posl-s.:ason wins in Ohio\ 
larges! Cl:tss A sectional. distncl and regional louma111cnls plus wins over Toledo Central C11holic and Akron Nm1n m 1!1e s1:11.: cvcnL Big Red howcd 10 MiJdlc10" "· 
6.~-53. in 1hc linals. Gilliam was team cap1.,in. 

The 1951 Rig Red l<,olhall tc,un wcnl 9-1. lo.sing only to Massillon ( Ll-6) aml routing Canton McKinley «6.1-61 hcforc hcing ranked \Jo. 2 hchind Massillon in 1he linal 
AP Slate poll. 

Gilliam. nicknamed Shag. w:1s a two-way end who eJrncd third 1ca111 l:u-gc.sl dass All-Ohio plus All-F.aslem Ohio and All-Valley honors. He play.:d in lhc W.Va.-Ohio 
All-Scar G,unc. 

H.: lcuen:d lhrcc yc:1rs in haskerh,ill :ind two eac;h in li>01hall :111d haschall. The h:1sch:1II team went 16-3 his junior year. 
The Univ.:r~ity of Iowa recruited Jone,. Gilliam and running hack t-:lldic Vin,;enl and Che threesome were called the "Stcuhcmillc Trio" hy Iowa media. Gilliam \\as 

a three-year srnrter .11 end including a sophomore season when 1hc Hawkcyes ticd l\olrc Dame. 1-4-14. and ranked No.</ nationally. He sm oul lhc 1955 scason \\ilh ,1 
hrokcn leg ,1111( relumcll 111 19:'i6 :1s Iowa wcnt 9-1 to win the Big T.:n tttlc :md ,1 lirsl•c\"Cr 1np to the Rose Howl. hca1ing Oregon Stale . . ,5-19. Gilli,1111 '"" All 81g Ten 
and sc<:ond 1cam All-American. 

In llJ89. i<>r Iowa's HX)th l<101h:1II :11mi,·crsary lcle. fons .,clcctcd Gilliam (and Jones) 10 an All-Time Iowa lc:1111. 
Gilliam was dr:1flcd in the SC\'Cnth Nl-'L round hy the Green Hay Pa,kcrs. hul opted to follm, Jone, lo the Canadian 1-'oothall Lc.1guc. He played lhrce se;1sons al Winnipeg 

hcli>rc hcc·oming ,Ill assistant co:tch { 1966-70> ,l! lm,,1. He then joined 1hc Minnesota Vil.ing, for a 36-ycar career in scouting and personnel. 
He resides m Wim.lcrmcre. fl:r. 
Tmn Harp I BarneS\"illc High Scl11x1I. Class of 11)4~ ). A ',h,1mr<x:k foot hall and hasl..cthal l ,candnut :md wllcgc athlete who later m:u.lc lus mark in the coaching world. 
A four year 4u:u1crhack and fullhack in l,xnhall. h.: ":ts :t 1hrcc-yc:11· hasl-.clhall ,1un<lou1 who helped Che '>hanmx:ks lo won-lost rec·ords of 18~. 16-6 and 16-4 and 

1tllcs in the E.tSI Ohio A1hlc1ic League He was sclcclcd AII-Conlcrcncc h[s IJsl two yea1-s 
He w:ts r.:crui1cd hy Hall of htmc eoadt Sid Gmrnan 10 play f<>oth:tll al Mi,uni of Ohio Jnd lcllerc<l ,ts a freshman follhu,k hcforc he was dr:ilkd into militJry s.:rvicc 

for two years with the N:ivy. 
Rccurnlng home 111 1948. he enrolled al Muskingum College and pl:tycd 4uan.:rha<:k and fullhack on two Ohio A1hlc1ic Conlcrencc 1111c !cams in 1949-50. 
Aflcr graduJtion. he turned In coaching .111d hccamc hea<l coach ut Carmi hon High from 19:i I 53 I\ ich a ~0-6-1 rccorll. He hccamc one or mer l<X) co:1chcs to apply 

for the ,.1c:m1 Massillon Wash111g1on High heat.I coadiing _1oh ant.l lant.lcd lhc job \"ac·,ucd hy Hrillianl n:ill\e Chuc;I.. Mather. "'ho compiled a :'i7-J record hcfor.: opting for 
Uni,·crsity of KJnsJs joh. H:1rp coachct.l Massillon two years lo 17-2- 1 record and lhc s1:11e No. I .md r.o l r.mkmgs hy The Associa1cd Press. 

He then joined the collc!_!c ranl-.s a, h:1c:klicld coach ,ti Army before a 15-)e,ir s11n1 r 196 I• 771 us head coach al three colleges Cornell. Duke and lndi.ina St:Ue. The 1958 
Anm team. led hy Hcisman Tmphy winner Pete D:,wkms. "'.is r:1nk.:d l',;o 3 in 1hc l\Jlion. 

Ed Oliver (E:1,1 Lherpool High School. Cl:1ss of 1951) Regarded hy ,omc ,c1e,~111 Poncr ohscrvcrs :1s the hcsl all round prep pl:,yer al the sc:h,x,1. he was a sl:tte,\ldc 
honoree on hoch stile, or1hc h:111 :is a 1hrcc-yc,1r rcgul:1r. The runner. p;1sscr. pl.1ccl..id,cr. punier. linchadcr and dclcn,he hacl.. "''" ,1 lirst team All-Ohio hnch:tckcr pick 
hy The AP as :1 s.:nior after rating se,;ond !cam All-Ohio defcnsi,·c hack honors :ts a junior The UPI sclcclcd hun ,1 lirst tcmn All-Ohio 01lcns1w hack as a senior. 

Thi: PlUh.:rs wcnl 9-()- ~ 111 I lJ)~ and 8-~ m llJ) I as <)11,1..~r was 1hc learn leading rusher and S<.l•rcr. The progr~un ,mry pn.lduced (UlC prc\·1ous n111c ... ,\•1n si:as<m. 
He was also 1hc lc:u.lin~ h:iskcthall tc.un ,corer as a senior ,md lcuer.:LI in ha,,hall. 
Awarded :t foo1h:1II scl;,1:,r,hip to 1he U,mcrsit~ or l\-li:11ni «!-'la.,. 1c "·' ' ,11h1-cc-yc,tr lc11crn1,111 .11 runnin~ b.,cl.. :\s J senior on ,m 8-1 - 1 record te;un ranked 6th in the 

11a1ional AP Poll. he was second on rhc lcJ111 111 rushmg Jnd scoring. 
Aller graduation. he c·oachcd in the high sclux,I r:rnks. He is dc~cascd. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School. Class of 1933). An All Valley end. and four year multi-sport performer. for the Big Reds. he earned three football 
leucrs at North Carolina St:11e and served as 1936 team captain as a senior. He was selected on an All-Time Wolfpack learn. All-State. All-Conference. All-South and 
honorable meniion All-America. He was the first Wolfpack 10 be drafted - in the 19th Round of 1he 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played 1wo seasons 
I\, th the Pinsburgh Steelers. 

He returned to 1he Ohio Valley and coached old Powha1an High School to the Ohio Cl.:iss B state championship in J 940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center 
af1er 14-0 and 13 0 tourney wins From J 940-47. he coached the S1eubenville Central foo1ball 1eam 10 J combined 50-17-7 record including marks of 9-0-1. 8-0-1. 
8-1 and 8-1. Also. during 1h:n period. he coached 1he Steubenville Pros team for three years. 

In 1948. he started a 12-year college assistant coach sum including a year at Georgetown. five years (1949-53) at Mississippi State and six years (1954-59) at the 
University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players to those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside). 

He returned to the Ohio Valley m 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962 65 with the Wheeling lronmen. which won a United 
Football League title in 1963 

Cara. who was inducted into the Upper Oh10 valley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame. ts deceased. 
Dail Harper (Caldwell H,gh School. Class of 1986). A three-~port prep athlelt: who set shot put records in track and earned all-state honors in football. As a 

senior 1rackman. his school record shot put effort of 64-feet. 9-inehes at the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for an area weightman for 23 years and ranks 
second all-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 toss. he won two Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He also was a 
state discus qualifier as a senior. 

The three-time Pioneer Valley Conference shot put champion also won the Kiebler International Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics. 
USA Today selected him as Ohio Track Athlete of the Year for 1986. 

In football. he was a four-year leuerman/starter at running back and earned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion­
ships. A 1wo-1ime AII-Eas1ern District pick. he was named Offensive Player of the Year as a senior when he rushed for 1.625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first-ever 
Ohio playoff game. he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3.486 career rushing yards. Harper was also a three-year s1ancr in baskc1ball. 

A Kent State recruit for 1rack. he was a three-year leuerman and a two-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6. 58-9) and an NCAA 
All-American as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. He ranks 4th all-time in school indoor and 7th all-time in school outdoor shot put. 

Bob He,iderson (Cambridge High School. Class of 1955). One of the Bobcats· most honored football players. the cemer-linebacker was a first team All-Ohio 
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobcat 10 be cited on an All-America team by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav­
ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school. 

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree helped the Bobcats win back-lo-back league titles in 1952 and 1953. He also was a four-year basketball 
player and All-COL honorable mt:ntion choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball. 

The 6-foot•I. 205-pound athlete earned a scholarship to the University of Illinois where he was a three-year letterman at center-linebacker. In a 20-13 upset in 1956 
of nationally-ranked No. I Michigan State. ht: had an iron man game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute comest. Future Pro Football Hall of Famer Ray Nitschke 
was a fellow linebacker. 

After serving armed services duty. he coached the Illinois freshman team for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Famer. Dick Butkus. 
He later coached high school football for 25 years in Illinois. He passed away in 2016. 

Eddie Sterling (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1943). The 6-foot- I forward competed at high levels on the high school. college and professional levels. He 
earned first team All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including 
sectional. district anti regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry. he was a four-year basketball player. three years as a track long 
jumper and one year in football and baseball. 

At West Virginia University, he was a three-year starter on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was team captain as a senior. He scored 559 career poims. He 
later returned 10 the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. 

He also coached baskt:tball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams went 88-14 after a 4-17 first year start. His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal 
teams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won-lost marks of 17-2. 16-3. 19-3. 18-2 and 18-4. 

Kim Tullis (Jewett-Scio High School. Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Ohio Valley girl to break the 2.000-point career mark with 2.072 in 90 
games during a four-year starting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high of 53 vs. Indian Valley North. the fourth valley player to 
reach the 50-point mark. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and. as a senior. averaged 27.5 points. 7.5 rebounds. 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting 
46.4% from the floor. 

Tullis was a lirsl team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first team All-Valley honoree• named co-captain as a senior. She averaged 25.1 as a 
junior and was a second team All-Ohio pick anti scored 25.2 as a sophomore and gained third team All-Ohio honors. She also was a thrt:t:•time choice as All-Eastern 
District and All-District 5. 

A resident of Kent. she was a four-year lellcrwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior team co-captain while earning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and 
honorable mention All-MAC her final season. In I IO career games. she scored 940 points with 3 I 5 assists and I 72 steals She led her team in assists as a senior. 
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Legends ofOVAC member schools honor.~ those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ed Bartrt1g (Ma~,noha I lig.h School. Class of 1927►. lie was ,1 twr•-srort (foothall and hasketb.illl rrcr and college stanJm,t. llartnig earned ,ill-class r\11-Sune and '\11-
Vallc} honors as a Blue Lagle seninr ft>r an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in ,mall-class ··unollicial" stale title game in l!untmgton. Will"amson won. 
14-1 J on the licld but ineligible pl.tyers were discovered l,1ler and the result nullitkd. ·111e 9-0 r1:enrd regular season te:un outscored nine ltl<:S 356-20 including sc, en shutou1s. 
I le scored a school n:cord nine touchdowns in one !fume and returned a pass intercepti,,n a reconl 98 yards against Warwood as a Jumor. \s a senior. he wus team e,1ptain f<>r 
bo1h ft>othall and hasketball. 

llartmg was a 1ivc-leller wmner m football (3) and hasl.ethall (2) JI West Virgini.1 11. :md also competed in haschall and track. /I. two-way hack m lootball. he is regarded ;is 
one of the best punters 111 school histol). I le had an 80-),Ird punt vs. Oregon State 111 1927 an,I a 75-i.ird punt the followin.11. year. In 1928. he starred for the 8-2 rec:ord •.cam 
which beat ri,al l'ill for the first tm1e m four ic.irs. 9-6. l le landed a 47-yard pass to sci up WVI 's onl) TD in the win. I le was sclectc'<I to the 1930-19 er.1 All• i'imc: leam. 

Aller college. he \\tlS hc:1d liiotball coach li1r 23 years ,11 three southern W.Va. high sd1011ls \.lount llopc. St Albans and Charleston - \\ith J coachmg record ol 129-
5(1-7. I le also coached the South to a 28-13 will m I 94 7 111 the annual \forth-South Ciamc. /1.lkr reurement from the education lidd in 1973. he bc,:ame J h,uh ,chool tr.i-.,1. 
and football ollki.il. He 1,as one ol' 10 chJrter \.1Jgnolia I.ii.: /1.chie,cmcnt honon:es for studcnt-Jthletcs and is tnductcd into both the W Va <;ports llall olTarne and WVI • 
Sports llall of l·ame. lie died in 19% 

G11ido DeVecchi.qWe,r I ligh School. l'lass o f 1942) 1"11e ,.foot-:< s1xir~plug 11as one; of the most celcbrnted Red R,dcr foothall-basl.clball athletes in the pre-OV/1.C 
erJ. Pia} ing for OV/1.C l lall of F.tmc I cgcnd coach (.1rl I lamill. he camcd all-class /1.11-St:llc in hoth sports as a JU111or and senior 11s "ell JS /1.11-Vullc} in i1otball. the onl} 
/1.11-OV sport honors ~, the time. 

In tmskelball. he sci a school career point record of !.169 points in liiur seasons ,.iining ,, Im, scoring crn. rite mark 1-istcd 22 )Cars before broken b} OV.\C charter I Jail of 
Famcr Ron I l'ritz) Williums. I lc avcr.1gcd 19 points a game as a senior when he wus named to the cight,pl;iyct, all-class /I.II-State team as the Red Riders linishcd W. Va. Class 
/1. runner-up to Faimumt Senior (31(-37). I le was a repcat all-tuumamcnt sclcction. As a junior. the gu,1rd was pic:ked on the second all-dass /I.II-State unit as lhc Red Riders 
(21-4! 1rnn the regional title bcli,re be.1ting Woodmw Wilson in the state Class A toumc} and howing to I luntington I ast. 

In football. the mnnim! hack was J sc,ond unit. Jll-<:IJss /1.11-St.itc honoree as a senior when he scored a Rider-best 17 IDs lt>r a 9-1 record team which lost onh· to Massillon 
(Ohio). 6-0. In a 32-0 blanking of Clairton. Pa .. he returned :i punt 95 yards to score. lk pl:iyed on three R,dcr !cams ( 1939-41 1 with rc-cnrds of9-I. ,.:>, and ')-2 competing 
against a top-Hight tri-statc schedule. I le opted lo pla} football at West Virginia 1 •. and lettered nn the 1946 Mountaineer team. I le died in 1996 

Stan Gofer., (Bridgeport I ligh Sch,,ol. Class or 1936). The 6-t,,ot-3. :>.00-pmnul Bulldog \\as a I\Hf-Sport standout who led hts team 11110 slate toumarnents m b,,th has• 
kcthall and baseball. Nicknamed "Slash" ,md "I .cl\y". the southp:11\ was a four-year regular lirst basem,m-r,itchcr in hascball ,md the top p:a} er on the 27-4 record baslcthall 
te:un which advmKed to Ohio's largest cl,iss tournament scmilin.ils before bowing to eventual champion Newark a Iler dcli:ating C.l c,cland l loly Name and B1,wlmg (irccn 
for OV/1.C Hall olTamc Legend coach Flovd Baker. 

A tier going I 8-3 in regular season pla) ii{ the nld Ohio Valle) Athletic Association - the predcct·ssor to the OV,\C - the Bulldog., went 9-1 in 11ost-sc,ison play to adrnncc 
the farthest in school histor, at the time. I le was team captain and earned /1.11-St:rte "foummncnt honors as" guard. Pos1-seasoc1 , ictims mdudcd Stcuben,·,llc. East I .h erpool. 
Shadyside. 'foronto and Carrollton. Golev. also starred as a junior on a 10-5 rec:ord team. 

In baschall. as a senior. he pitched two no-hit. no-run games in one week during the I.astern Ohio regional tournamcnt 10 ad,ance to the state h1rgest Class A e,cnt. The 
Bulldogs then dcli:atcd Toledo J.ibh). :i-4. in the 1irst mund bcli,re bowing. :i-4. to Columbus A4umas in the semilinals. 

Aller high school. he enrolled at Ohio Stmc .1nd pla~ed four seasons ol'buseh:rll while being scout h) scwrnl pm teams in the pre-dr.11\ cm. While in college. he played pro 
h:rscball us a pitcher during the summers. In 1938. he went 12-5 with Springlidd. Ill .. and play,·d 1,,r ( ·cdar R.ipids. Iowa. in 1939. Alier college. in 1940. he pl:1yed for three 
pm teams - Ch.irk:ston. W. VJ .. l'ine Blull: Ark. and O~lahoma City. Okla. Pia} mg oullicld pitcher l(ir O~lahoma City in 1941. he hit .300 in 59 g:tmes and was 15-10 as 
a pitcher before being called up b) the Chicago White Sox. I le pla) ed in tiw ~.uncs as a pmch-hittcr and had three hits in live at bats in the majors. /1. year later. he enlisted 
in the l J.S. ~~wand ,UJ:><!n release in 1945. he rctu~cd (O minor.league_ b.iscball as ,1 pitch_er. lirst baseman. outfielder and manager until the ,_11id-19~~s. I le di~-d in 1997. 

Charle.~ Hank Mor11s ( \1cKeesport. l'a. I hgh School. C. lass ol 1939). I le m.idc hrs ho} s basketball coad1rng mark at old Newpon I hgh I 19,,-68) bclon: the sc:hool 
became part ol'thc current Fnmticr ( 1968-81 > I ligh in \le" Mat.imoms. llis lirst waching job was in /1.ug,ist. Mn. from 19:i0-55. (h"cr.,11. his 31-year coaching rc-cnrd was 
409-247 with 11 league 111les. sewn s..-cti,mJI championships and J drstricl crnwn 111 1969. /I.Iler 1·ront,er joined the <>VAC. ht· guided the Cougars to Class /I.A titles in 1979 
and I 981. I le won league Coach of the Year honors six times; won District I~ honors in 1974 plus !:astern District Coach of the Year in I 9<,9 and 191( I. the year he coad1ed 
in the OV/1.C /I.II-Star 11.ame. In 1994. he earned the Earl llaberlicld OV/1.C llasketbaPI C.oaclws,\w:ird. 

Besides coaching bo)·s basketball. he scrwd as /1.thlclic I )irector at Newport from 1%0-6 7 and at Frontier li-lm1 I %8-81 In his lirst coaching job- girls baskcthall - his 
Missoun teams went 79-"29 At Ncwpon. he :1lso coached the basdx1II team for I:! se:1snns with ,1 <r'-57 mark and four lcugue. three sc-ctional and one district title•. The 1%4 
team adv.u1ccd 10 the reuion.tl linals. 

I le gmduatcd from Salem (W.Va.) College where he w,1s captam ,md cti-cJptam of the bas~ctball .ind basehall teams and sdcctcd as the Outstanding Senior Athlete. 
In 1999. he was rnduetc-d into the Mid-Ohio Valle,· /1.thlctic Hall of Fame and the Frontier l li11.h School (ivnmasium was named the I lank Monis c;,mmtsium and an annual 

I funk \llon,s /1.thlctic Scholarship ,-.rs started for senior male and li.:malc student-athletes. I le ,ilso is imlucicd in the Ohio I ligh School llaskc·tball Cimd1es I fall llf F,unc and 
the Distnct I:! charter Basketball Cl1.tches llall. I le died in I 99X. 

Steve Swisher (Parkersburg ',outh High School. Clas.~ ol 1969). <;outh"s lirst honon.-c w.is a 1hrce-sp,.1rt l'mriot all-stater during the lirst two yc.1rs of the school who 
w cnl on to an honored college baseball ean.-cr bcli>rc plai ing nine seasons in the major le:igues. I le ,-.1s a sophomore starter at football end for Parkcrshurg I ligh before Slluth 
opcnc-d ,ts doors and he became the school's lirst rn,,jor multi-sport athlete. I le also w:is :1 shortstop for a state ch,unpionship l'arkcrshurg l'ost 15 /1.merican Legion team. 

In two yt·ars al South. he \\JS an all-class. :ill-s1a1e b.iscb:tll shortstop. a second team .ill-stater :1s:, b:1skethall fon,,,rd: :md an all-state mention as a lhothall end. In two sea­
sons oi'bas~ctball. he scored 1.077 points and cun,crted all 20 free thnms in one game" ilh :1 high point output o1'33 points. ll.iscball was his lbturc. howc,er. as he ac.eptcd 
a s.h,ilarsh,p to Ohto Unh crsity. wluch :id, anccd to the College World Series in hrs ln:slu11,u1 scas,111 Th:,t te:1111 li:alUred 13:is,:ball I 1:111 or Farner Mike Schmidt. Bobcat coach 
Bob Wren con,erted Sw,sher to catd1cr and he became a thn.-c-timc /I.II-Mid /l.merie:111 Conlcrenee hom>ree and ,111 i\11-/1.rncrica selection as a senior. 

I le b<.-came the Bobcats· lirst ivl.ijor League drJll pick in the lirst mund - and the lirst lrom West Vir<,;inia - as the 21st o,emll choice by the Chic:igo White Sox in 1973. 
Trndcd to the cmsstown Chicago Cubs. he competed for th..- :-.:ational I .eaguc lcam from I •n~-77 hcltlrc plJyin(! with the St. I .ouis Cardinals from ( 'l78-80 and the San Diego 
l'adres from 1981-8:!. I le was the• Cubs' represcntatiw in th,· 19~6 ,\II-Star ti:mK'. ,\lkr his playing d:1ys. he became a minor league rnana!;?Cr frnm 1985-93 and ll/97 plus 
2(Xl:i and major lcagu,: coach. I le won three minor lc.igue drnmpumships in the Cle,·cl,md lndiJns and :S.:ew York Mets' or<,.anizations and was the Mets' bullpen coach from 
I 994-%. I le was a charter induct~'C inw the \1id-Ohi,, V.1lley Sp,.irts I IJII or I ,unc in I <J'IX. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick 
(accepting for the late George Kovalick), 
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row,Jim Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Homyak and Rayna 
Williams (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble. Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row lert to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the late 
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Clas.'> of 
2006 or their rcprcsentathes include, front 
nm left to right, Lou Ann Cawscy (represent­
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'lnnoeente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Paul 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep­
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Roh 
c:ain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent­
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, F:d Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the ()VAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their represcntati\·cs include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Redway. 
Earl Klcvins. Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing 
Don Flcmingl, John Reger. Bob Kelley, Robert 
•Bo' McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cattanc); third 
row, ,John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown. 
Anthony Recd, Jose Da~·is and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond 
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick; 
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe 
Pcttini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept­
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie 
Dailcr. 
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HALL OF FAME 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2009 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Richard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row, 
Harold "Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston. 

A14AZ IW4I 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
20111 or their representatives include. front row 
left to right, Rick Del,uca, Frank Baxter, .Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Davies}, John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
"Streaky°' Haloszka. Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry .Josefczyk, Don Sutherin, 
Larr~ Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent­
ing Joe Niekro), l,ess Browne, Mike Wright, 
Melissa Hammond and .Jell Sweitzer. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives include, front rO\~ 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty). Dick Thurnes, Ross 
Gallahrese (accepting for the late .John Kirker), 
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Dei) and 
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar :\lartin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Boh 
.Jeter), .Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, ,John 
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third row, Craig :\tiller, Pat Miller, 
;\-larsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clayl, 
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for 
T~J. Hannig).Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell "Jimmy" Carey), Shawn 
Donley (accepting for the late Charles 
"Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec­
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene "Eudie" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
late Richard "Dick" Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr, 
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell. 
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OVAC Hall 
of Fame 

Class of 2013 
Members of the OVAC Hall of 

Fame Class of 2013 or their rep­
resentatives include, front row 
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib­
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac­
cepting for the late Jim Thomas), 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry 'Moo' Moore. Second row, 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var­
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting 
for Jim Brown), Larry Marmie, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Mark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany 
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 or their representa­
tives include, front row left to right, 
Rick Coles, Bill Brubaker, James 
Companion, Jim Potts (Cameron/ 
Coach), Dick Edge (accepting for the 
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and 
James "Junior" Moore. Second row, 
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike 
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third ro", 
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino, 
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie 
Hutchin• and Dan Stephens. Also 
inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike 
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 or their representath·es 
include, front row left to right, Liinda 
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas 
(accepting for the late George Kellas II, 
David 'Ty' Fleming and Rod Johnson; 
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting 
for the late Duane Powell), Pat Graetjens 
(accepting for the late Sam 'Buzz' 
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the 
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey 
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third 
row, Gene 'Beef' Lamone, Rick Nau, 
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovicic; fourth 
row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly Swierkos 
and Jamie Taylor; back ron, Dr. Diana 
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod), 
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and 
Paul Hoover. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, their 
representatives) included, Bob Koch, 
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent­
ing the late Jimmy Mountain),Stan 
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West; 
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan 
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn 
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker), 
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig, 
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn), 
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley 
and Jim Wood; back row,Jim Woofter, 
William Augur (representing Kim 
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates 
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and 
Kacie Vavrek. 

OVAC 
Hallo/Fame 
Class of 2017 

Members of the OVAC Hall of 
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep­
resentatives include, front row left 
to right, Arthur "Butch" Joseph, 
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave 
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre­
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill 
Gompers; second row, Lisa Glieber 
(representing Tom Franckhauser), 
Angela Hearst (representing 
William 'CatftSh' Hearst), Jarrett 
Alford (representing Roger 
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones 
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami 
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis 
(representing Nate Davis), April ii:;;;;;=--:.=.;;;....; 

Rotilio and Roger Sowers II (rep-
resenting Roger Sowers). 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2018 
Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2018 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right. Ron 
White, Greg Haberfield (representing 
Earl Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim 
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob 
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz; 
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy 
Sessi Spence (representing Geno Sessi), 
Geri Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago 
(representing Don Osby), Willie Tucker 
(representing Bill Tucker and Keith 
Vrotsos; back row, Georgia Dawson, 
Ron Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly 
Shields, Reno Saccoccia (representing 
Zach Collaros and Adam Hoppel. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2019 

The Class of 2019 for the OVAC Hall 
of Fame or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Dr. 
Dan Doyle, Al Glitch, Don Clegg, 
Dave Bruney, Jay Circosta, Jim 
Crosier and Mike Sherwood (repre­
senting Chet Daniels); second row, 
George Deiderich (representing his 
brother, Art Deiderich), Catherine 
Knox (representing her father, Pete 
Gongola), Becky Gala (representing 
her uncle, Bob DiStefano), Leon 
Jenkin), Jeff Patterson and Ron 
Sismondo; back row, Shelly Carroll, 
Mike Gulan, Jamie Adams, Casey 
Coyne (representing his brother, 
Scott Coyne), Tyler Engle and Liz 
Repella. 
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s;~~~ MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS t;~;~ 
~c~ FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME ~t.~ 
I. COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased. 
Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals. 
Wins/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.) 
Baseball: 250 wins. 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles \JA 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles 
2. OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased 
25 years of service 
3. MEDIA: 
Can be inducted any time 
20 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 
4. OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Contributions to the conference 
5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR: 
Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been success-

ful in the high school/college/professional ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories. 
6.ATHLTES: 
Must be out of high school 10 years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and profes-

sional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume. 
Baseball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Basketball: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams 
Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Football: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Softba11: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Swimming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Tennis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Track: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or AH-State place finishes 
Volleyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Wrestling: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 

iti.MPIQUIR-# Qi ii - ! $ I l I I P $ () $44WWWI 10 a :mas scaAE 



VA 
NDED 3 

.~. .(~. 

. ~ • 



ROB 
AUT:D 






