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“ Jerry Narcisi

Jerry Narcisi (Shadyside High School. Class of 1967) He has been involved with the OVAC for more than a
guarter of a century, displaying a passion for the youth of the Ohio Valley and the conlerence.

Narcisi has been a member of the OVAC Excceutive Board sinee 2000, including serving as president (rom 2003-
2007

He's also been extremely active with track and ficlkd, serving on the OVAC Track Committee tor more than
25 years  in several capacitics including mect direetor and head ol the rules committee. He also served as the
referee when the OVAC Cal Giflin Track Championships ook place in Bellaire and Shadyside.

Narcisi is a charter member of the Shadyside Relays Commitlee, serving as chairman lor 16 years. He's also
been a registered track efficial in Ohio since 1972, working in various capacitics at the district and regional tevel
countless times,

Nareisi is a trustee of the Shadyside High School Sports Foundation and belongs to countless professional
organizations. He has served in various roles (teacher. supervisor, director) at the Belment-Harrison Vocational
School including superintendent lrom 1981-90; was superintendent of Shadyside Local Schools from 1990- A
2006 and interim superintendent of the Bridgeport Exempted Village School District in 2008, He is retired but Jerry Narecisi
still serves as a consuliant and factlitator for several local schools,

He received a Bachelor of Seienee in Engincering Technology & Manage from Ohio University in 1971 and a Master’s Degree in Vocational
Technical Education from The Ohio State University in 1974, completing his Superintendent License Coursework at Franciscan Liniversity and
the University of Dayton in 1981,

Rich Wilinski

Rich Wilinski (Follansbee High School, Class of 1955}, He enjoyed an owtstanding 56-year carcer in education
and has worn many hats inciuding coach. administrator and tefevision analyst for local high school football,

Witinski was a head (ootbalt coach Tor 19 years at four schools from 1965-83 with a combined record ol 121-
56-9, His first assignment was at Wayne (1966-07) which merged into Wintersville (he was an assistant Lo Bob
Kettlewell in 1968-69); then 1o Toronto (1970-761, Steubenville Catholic (1977-84) and Buckeye South {1985)

His 1974 tcam at Toronto became the school’s sccond unbeaten team and Wilinski was seleeted the OVAC
Coach of the Year and the first recipient of the Dapper Dan Club’s Robert McKelvey Memorial Award. His is
also a member ol the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame.

Wilinski began his career as the basketball coach during the (inal three scasons (1962-64) of Follansbee St
Anthony. winning the W. Va. Catholic Tournament Class A crown in his first scason. He also coached boys’
basketball at Wayne for three years and had a combined 52-9 record with one Class A Sectional title.

Rich Wilinski He has been a TV analyst lor Ohio Valley high school lootball games for WTOV-TV9 for ncarly three decades.
As an athlete. Wilinski was a three-sport regular (football‘basketball/baseball) at Follansbee, played on the Blue
Wave's unbeaten state championship team in 1954, setting up a TD with an interception and kicking the game-
winning cxira point in a 7-6 victory over Barboursville 10 snap that school’s 28-game winning streak, He was named first team all-W. Va. Class
A, all-OVAC and atl-Valley “Big School.”
Wilinski attend the University of Florida on a football grant, but returned home and played at West Liberty State College.

Scott Nolte

Scont Nolte (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1990). He has worked at WTRF-TV7 since 1993, serving
as Sports Director since 1996,

During his tenure. TVT has won numerous awards including “Outstanding Sports Operation.” *Best Regularly
Scheduled Sportscast™ and “Best Play-by-Play™ in both West Virginia and Ohio,

Nolte serves as Master of Ceremonics for the annual OVAC Banquet of Champions which honors the con-
ference team champions and awards a host of scholarships to arca athictes cach May at WesBaneo Arena in
Wheeling. He's also a regular contributor at the George Strager "Evening with the Stars™ Banquet held in con-
junction with the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game.

He also worked as play-by-play announcer and sideline reporter lor the West Virginia “Super Six™ State
Football Championships Irom 1996-2004.

The co-host of West Virginia University football’s “Mountaineer Game Day™, he also teaches part-time at
Wheeling Park High School in the TV and Radio Carcer Teeh Education Departiment.

Nolte has also worked at radio stations Eagle 107. WEEL FM 93,7 and WKKX AM [600.

Nuolte, who attended West Liberty and graduated from West Virginia Tech., is an avid fan of West Virginia Scott Nolte
University football and Cleveland Indians bascball
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Kim Clifford

Kim Clifford (Bellaire High School, Class of 1972). Clifford cut his coaching teeth as an assistant at Bellaire
under Mark Matz and Gene Ammirante before taking the head coaching position at Cadiz where he spent six years
and posted a 90-48 record and won the OVAC Class AA championship in 1986.

He then moved on to St. Clairsville where he spent the next 27 seasons (1991-2018), amassing a 372-234 record
1o boost his carcer total to 461-282 over 33 years as a head coach.

At 5t. C., Clifford led the Red Devils to two OVAC crowns {2012 and 2013) and six Buckeye 8 titles; cight
sectional championships, two district championships (2012 and 2013) and one regional title (2012) to earn the
school’s only OHSAA “Final Four™ berth (St. C. lost to Elida, 61-27, in the Division i State Semifinals),

In addition to receiving several East District and District 12 honors, Clifford coached in the OHSBCA North-
South All-Star Game in 2000; was named the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Coach of the Year
in 2008; was a finalist for the OVAC Coach of the Year award in 2012 and 2013. He also served as president of the
District 12 Basketball Coaches Association. - - .

He rececived the OHSBCA's Bob Arnzen Award., given to a coach who devoted 20 consccutive years or more of Klm C]]fford
service to the same school and for their loyalty and commitment to basketball, in 2014; and was inducted into the St.

Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2019 and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2021.

Clifford is a 1972 graduate of Bellaire High School where he was captain of the basketball team and played in the OVAC All-Star Basketball
Classic. He attended Urbana University and graduated from West Liberty State College, earning master’s degree from West Virginia University.
In addition to coaching basketball, he also spent time as the head track coach and as an assistant tootball coach at St. C.

F Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral

RS  Robert ‘Bubba’ Aapral(Sl John Central High School, Class of 1974). What Kapral accomplished in one sport
i, was enough to land him in the “Hall,” but he doubled down by getting it done in two sports as a highly-success-
| ful track and basketball coach.

In track, Kapral led St. John’s to the pinnacle on the girls’ side not once, but twice by winning the OHSAA Divi-

1 sion 11l Statc Championship (2007/2008) on the heels of back-to-back runner-up finishes the two previous years
{2005/2006). Overall, he coached 47 state place-winners, including 39 on the girls’ side and nine on the boys’ side.
During his 21-year track tenure, the [rish captured 13 OVAC Class A team titles (girls ~ 1991, 92, '93, 2002,

03, *04, 703, 06, *07, 08, "09; boys - 1991, 2009).

Kapral was a two-time OVAC Overall Coach of the Year (2008/2009); the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track
Service Award recipient and he was inducted into the Easten District Track and Cross Country Coaches Associa-
tion Hall of Fame (2019).

In hoops, after assisting Kim Traversa Appolloni for six years and being a part of five OVAC titles, he clevated

‘Bubba’ Kapral to the head coaching post and enjoyed 25 years of hardwood success with a sparkling record of 391-176.
During that time, the Lady Irish captured nine OVAC Class A championships (1995, '96, "99, 2000, "01, "06, "07,
*08, "16) and reached the OHSAA Division 1V Regional Tournament in 2000-01 when SJC posted a school-
record 23-2 record. Kapral was named the AP Division [V Co-Coach ol the Year in 2000 and he was named District Coach of the Year five times.

Also tabbed the OHSBCA Girls® Basketball Coach of the Year in 2007, Kapral coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball
Classic four times; coached in the OHSBCA North-South All-Star Basketball Classic in 2002 and the Pepsi District 12 Basketball All-Star Classic
in 2016. He has received the OVAC Rich SafTield Girls Coaches Award (2012) and the OHSBCA Bob Armzen Award.

[n addition to his coaching success, Kapral - a 1978 graduate of Bethany College with a B.A. in Communications and a four-year letterman on
the Bison track squad - is a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, the OVAC Basketball Committee and the OVAC Coach of the Year
Sclection Commitiee. He's worked in various capacities at The Times Leader for more than four decades, and currently serves as Executive Sports
Editor of the Times Leader/Wheeling News-Register Intelligencer and since retiring from coaching he became a basketball referee,

Larry Deaton

Larry Deaton (Martins Ferry High School. Class ot 1964). Deaton was a mainstay as an ofticial for more than
40 years, working countless high school matches in both Ohio and West Virginia; college malches at the NCAA
and NAIA levels; and in freestyle wrestling.

His list of accolades is impressive, with the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference naming him the 1993 *Mr. Mat’
award recipient and years later naming the conference’s annual officiais award in his honor — the Larry Deaton
Official of the Year,

Deaton was also inducted into the Chio Wrestling Officials Hail of Fame in 1994; was named the West Virginia
Wrestling Official of the Year in 1997, the Wrestling USA National Official of the Year ini 2009; and he was the
National Wrestling Hall of Fame’s Ohio Chapter inductee in 2016.

As an athlete, he was a four-year letterman in wresting at Martins Ferry, winning an OVAC title in 1963 and an
OHSAA District crown in 1964, Deaton was inducted into the Martins Ferry Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1998 and
was chosen for the Martins Ferry Athletic Department’s “Wall of Honor™ in 2018. He was also a four-year letter-
man in football and a two-year letterman in track. Larry Deaton

Deaton helped start the Ohio Valley Wrestling Club in the 1970s and headed Martins Ferry’s flag football program
in that same era, and he served as president of the Purple Rider Booster Club and on the Board of Directors of the Martins Ferry Recreation Center.
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Dr. William ‘Bill’ Welker

Dr. Witliam *Bifl” Welker (Shamokin (Pa,) High School, Class ol 1965). No one has been involved as an official
or promoted the sport of wrestling not only in (he conference, but Fir beyond. more than the “doctor™,

Welker ofliciated in the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament from 1980-91 and served as the rules inter-
preter from 1992-2017. He was also the OVAC Tournament's souvenir program coordinator and editor for 18 years
(1979-96).

He received the OVACs prestigious “Mr. Mat™ award in 1991 and was tabbed the OVAC Wrestling Official of
the Year in 2003,

Welker was the West Virginia Wrestling rules interpreter and clinician and supervisor of officials at the state
tourna ment {rom 1989-2017.

He received the 2001 NFHS Mideast Section 2 Distinguished Active Oflicial Award and the 2002 National
Wrestling Official of the Year Award from Wrestling USA Magavine

Welker was selected the 1987 and 2013 (with his son Rick) National Sportswriter of the Year by Wrestling USA
Magazine lor his “Mat Talk™ column which appeared in a host of publications and was named that publication’s
West Virginia Wrestling Man ol the Year in 2001, He was also tabbed the West Virginia Wrestling Sportswriter of the Year seven times.

He has also conducted numerous wrestling clinics over the years.

As an athlete, he was a three-time sectional and disteict champion: a two-time regional champion; the PLAA State Champion in 1963 and the state
runner-up in 1965, He carned a wrestling scholarship 1o the University ol Putsburgh,

Welker served as head wrestling coach at Wheeling High (1970-72), Wheceling Central Catholic (1972-76) and Whecling Park (1979-80).

Ralph Anastasio

Rualph Anastasio (Follansbee High School, Class of 1934). A threc-sport Blue Wave athlete and do-it-all football
player with a quartet of first team all-star honors, he camned a scholarship 1o West Virginia University where he
Jetiered three years as a two-way back, kick returner and record-setling punter.

The triple-threat back led the Blue Wave to an 8-2 record his sentor year, losing only to unbealen and state
runner-up Benwood Union by 13-12 and to 8-1 record Wheeling Central, the OVAC Class AA champion, by 7-6.
He carned first team honors for OVAC largest Class AAL All-Valley “Big School™, All-Northern West Virginia.
and the largest All-State Class AA. As a senjor. he accounted for §7 TDs including five on punt returns, one on a
kickoll return, seven TD passes and he also intereepted (ive passes. He played in the Ohio-W.Va. All-Star game
and a 13-0 W.Va. victory.

He also was a three-year letterman in basketball and bascball.

ALWVU, he was a lour-year football performer including three varsity scasons as a 5-loot-11, 165-pound multi-

purpose back (starting right halfback. defensive back, kick returner, punter) on teams with records of 8-2, 5-5 and
Ralph Anastasio  7-2-1 and two Southern Conlerence titles. In the only tic, 6-6 vs, Virginia in 1957, he made a near-impossible catch
on a 62-yard pass play (0 tic the score and also set a school record, which lasted 40 years. with a 78-yard punt.

Carcer-wisce, he had 141 carries for 369 yards. 20 receptions lor 3035 yards and a TD, 25 kick returns for 263 yards and averaged 37 yards a punt.

Aller coltege, he returned to the Ohiv Valley and was a weacher-coach before retiring to his current home in Steubenville. He was head lootball
coach at St. John's from 1960-62 and Toronto from 1964-69 including an 8-2 record in 1964,

Tom Bloom

Tom Bloom (Weir High School, Class of 1959}, He led the Red Riders to state championships in football and
baseball. both under Hall of Fame coach Jimmy Carey. belore caring a football scholarship to Purdue University
where he was a four-year performer

At Weir, he carned T letters in three varsity sports with multiple honors in football and bascball plus being a
basketball regular, He fed the Red Riders w a two-year foothall record of 20-1 and a state largest class champion-
sltip as a junior. The 11-0 record team beat Fairmont Sentor, 19-12 for the title at Wheeling Island Stadium. As a
senior, OVAC champion Weir went 9-1, losing only to eventual state champion Parkersburg in the regular season
finale, He carned first team All-State and Al-OVAC and was sclected captaim ol the "Big School™ All-Valley tcam
as a two-way back and Kick returner.

As a senior, he had a 95-yard kickolt return TD in win over Steubenville and a 96-yard rushing TD and 217
rushing yards vs. Follansbee. He ended the scason with team-best 943 rushing yards, Carcer-wise, on balanced
teams. he had 1.869 rushing yards -- second best at Weir at the time -- and scored 25 TDs and 151 points. As a
junior, he returned a kickolT 81 yards vs, Wheeling,

[t baschall, the outliclder was an all-state tournantent selection as Weir captured the one-class state title with Tom Bloom
a 6-2 linals” win over East Bank. the state’s top championship program at the time,

Al Purdue University, he was a two-way. do-it-all halthack who was sclected the oustanding back on the freshman team and three-year varsity let-
terman and two-year starter. He was the team’s second top rusher and receiver as a junior and top team receiver (13 catches for 217 yards and iwo
TDs) as a senjor. He seored two TDs ina 17-6 win over Michigan State in 1962, He was a Kick returner and defensive back (47-yard interception TD),

He was dralied by the Cleseland Browns in the 6th Round (No. 74 overalld and indicated he would sign with thene, but was a victine of an auto-
mobile crash and passed away in 1963,
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ITony Jeter

Tony Jeter (Weir High School, Class of 1962) -- He was a 6-foot-3, 225-pound four-sport, 1 [ -letterwinning Red
Rider athlete during a prime-time era in Weir High sports overall and football in particular when Weir won three
state titles and lost only six games from 1957-61 under Hall of Fame coach Burdell (Jimmy) Carey.

Jeter, a four-year football letterman, was a starting defensive end on the 10-1 record Class AAA state title leam
of 1960 and a two-way end standout on the 10-1 record repeat state championship team of 1961 when he was
selecied first team All-State, All-Valley and AI-OVAC. Weir routed Nitro, 40-0 and St. Albans, 26-7 in the two
title games.

In baseball. Jeter won the team MVP award and was scouted by the Pittsburgh Pirates. He lettered three times in
basketball and baseball and one year in track.

He accepted a University of Nebraska football scholarship and, after competing on the freshman team, was a
three-year, 33-game starter at end on Comhusker bowl teams - two Orange Bowl and one Cotton Bowl. In the h s
1966 Orange Bowl loss, 39-28, he landed two TD passes to tie a bowl record. Career-wise, playing on a running
team, he landed 38 passes for 528 yards. The two-time All-Big Eight honoree, and team MVP as a senior for a Tony Jeter
10-0 regular season tcam, carned first team All-America defensive honors by the American Coaches Association
and second team by the two wire services as well as Academic All-America.

The Nebraska Football Hall of Famer was drafied in the NFL third round, 46th overall, by the Green Bay Packers and also by the AFL Oakland
Raiders. Traded by the Packers to the Pittsburgh Steeiers, he played three NFL seasons before a back injury halted his career.

A brother of OVAC Hall of Famer. and former U. of lowa and Green Bay Packer star Bob Jeter, he resides in Hampton, Ga.

Mike Palmer

Mike Palmer (Stcubenville High School, Class of 1967) -- The 5-foot-10, 170-pound running back is ong of
only three Big Red stars to earn Ohio AP Back of the Year honors, joining QVAC Hall of Famers Harry Wilson
and Zach Collaros. He was the featured back on two Ohio-ranked powers and eamed two first team Associated
Press largest Class AA All-Ohio honors plus two All-Valley “Big School”, two AII-OVAC Class AAA, and two
All-Eastern Ohio honors. He was All-Valley co-captain as a senior when he led Big Red to a 9-1 record, losing
only to Massillon, and ranked No. 4 in the state Class AA poll. As a junior, Big Red went 8-2 and was ranked
No. 8 in the Ohio AP poll.

As a senior, he scored 126 points {18 TDs, 18 conversions) and rushed 149 times for 1,098 yards and landed
™ 16 passes for 261 yards. Playing against top-caliber foes as a junior, he rushed 107 times for 882 yards, landed

17 passes for 292 yards, and scored 89 points on 14 TDs and 5 conversions.
| He also competed in track and basketball. As a member of sprint relay units, he ran a leg on an OVAC meet
record-setting 880-yard team which timed 1:31.1, Big Red won four straight OVAC Class AAA crowns from
1964-67.
Mike Palmer Earning a football scholarship to [owa Statc University, he was a two-year [etterman, and starter, tor the
Cyclones while rushing 116 times for 442 yards and two TDs and landing 18 passes for 267 yards and two scores.
He had an NFL tryout. He resides in Fremont, Calif.

Pete Abuls

Pete Abuls (Cambridge High School, Class of 1978) - Abuls was the second 1.000-point scorer in the history
of Cambridge boys' basketball, finishing his career with 1,091 points.

The 6-6 dandy led the Bobcats as a senior with 543 points (a school record at the time), a 27.3 average, scoring
in double figures in all 21 games including six 30-point games, topped by 40 against New Philadelphia. Abuls
led the Bobcats to three OHSAA District Tournament finals.

As would be expected, he received many post-season honors. Abuls was named first-team all-Ohio as a senior,
joining Ohio State legends Clark Kellogg and Art Schiichter on that list. He was also the AP Eastern District
Class AAA “Player of the Year” and a first-team ali OVAC Class AAAA and all-District 12 selection.

As a junior, he was an honorable mention ali-Eastern District honoree when he scored 342 points.

Abuls was also a dynamic performer in track & ficld for the Bobeats.

The three-year letterman set what was then an OVAC record in the high jump with a leap of 6-6 and he also
woent 21-9 in the long jump, helping the Bobeats to the Class AAAA championship. Voted the school’s Ray Voltz
Award winner as the top male athlete, he was also a two-year ietterman in cross country.

Abuls continued his athletic and academic carcers at Tennessee Tech where he was a four-year letterman and Pete Abuls
the team captain for three years. He finished his carcer with 1,187 points (a 12.2 avenge), 462 rebounds, 139
assists and 110 steals. He averaged 13.3 points as a {reshman and led the team at 12.1 as a sophomore. After an injury-plagued junicr campaign,
he again led the team in scoring at 4.5 as a senior. Abuls camned all-Ohio Valley Athletic Conference accolades following his senior campaign.

Abuls was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2015.




Vi,

OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2021 i

Don ‘Kip’ McLane

Daon *Kip* McLane (Steubenville Catholic Central, Class of 1971) - McLane rates among Lhe best hoopsters
ever to suit up lor the Crusaders.

He put together a dominating senior scason, averaging 25.4 points and an amazing 20 rebounds per contest.

Not surprisingly, a slew ol honors came his way following that memorable campaign. He was tabbed first team
all- OVAC, all-Eastern District and District 3 player-of-the-year. Moreover, McLane was selected by both UPI
and AP as a [irst-tecam all-Ohio honoree. He was also chosen to play in the Ohio North/South All-Star Game.

His outstanding cxploits alse resonated on the national landscape as Mclane was named Lo a pair of All-Amer-
ican teams: The U.S. Basketball Writers Association Coach and Athletic Magazine and the Surildst Growers A-A
squad.

He ended his carcer at Steubenville Catholie — where he is a member of the school™s Hadl of Fame (Class of
1989) — with 1.008 points,

Afler his illusteious Crusader eareer, MeLane received a basketball scholarship to Duguesne University - a e
national power in those days. Kip’ McLane

MueLane was a three-year starler at Duquesne University, serving as leam captain as a senior in 1975, With the
Dukes, he tatlied 861 points (12 ppg} . 586 rebounds (8.1 rpg) and 127 assists. He passed away in 2014 at the age of 61.

Joseph ‘JoJo’ Blaha

Joseph *JoJo' Blaha (Wheeling Central Catholic. Class ol 1983) — In a school where athletic tradition runs
deep. Blaha rates with the Maraon Knights™ all-time greats. He was a first-team all-state honoree in three sports
- football. basketball and bascball.

While starring in all three sports, Blaha's prep bascbhall exploits were staggering,

He was a two-time all-stater (198171983}, He batted better than 400 as a junior and senior, carning all-OVAC
and all-Valley lirst-team plaudits. He also helped lead Wheeling American Legion Post 1 to a pair ol state cham-
pionships, highlighied by being selected in 1983 as the West Virginia State Player of the Year.

In foothall, Blaha was a stud running back and led the team in rushing as a junior and senijor, cclipsing the 1,000+
yard mark as a senior, His ball-toting cfforts landed him all-OVAC, all-State and all-Vatley plaudits,

The versatife and multi-talented Blaha was a four-year basketball performer for legendary coach Skip Prosscr.
The Knights captured the 1982 state crown. their first as a member of the WVSSAC. Central advanced 1o the

state tournament again the following year, The sivy guard was voted 10 the state all-tournament team in both
1982 and 1983. Blaha was a double-digit scorer in his final two years in hoops. He was an all-OVAC, all-Valley
and all-State honoree both of those seasons

Blaha opted to continue his baseball and academic carcers al Valdosta State in Georgia, where he seripted another
brilliant diamond resume, lettering all Tour years. He was a two-time All-American and two-time all-conference honoree during his collegiate
playing days, The standout third baseman established cight school records, He was a (339 carcer hitter with 43 home runs, 52 RBL 178 runs
scored and 209 RBI. Blaha helped lead Valdosta o 157 wins in his carcer,

¢JoJo’ Biaha

Carl Fodor

Carl Fodor (Weir High School, Class of 1982) - Fodor was a prolfic three-year starter at quarterback for the
Red Riders. He set the sehool carcer passing record ol 2,090 yards (it lasted until 2003) despite playing on three
losing record teams and missing several games with injuries.

Asa senior, he was sidelined from Weir's fisst three games with a collarbone injury. [n seven games, he passed for
1.213 yards. completing 74 of 165 passes with 8 TDs for a 1-9 record teamt. In their win over Mount View (27-12),
he passed for 269 yards. then second-best in school history. Fodor carned sceond-team Class AAA all-state honors
as well as all-Valley and all-Mountaineer League plaudits. He was selected to play in the W. Va. North-South All-
Star Game in Charleston and quarterbacked the North (coached by Dave Cisar) to an upset viciory,

Fodor also exceelled on the diamond for the Red Riders. He was a three-year regular center-ficlder who helped
Werr carit a state Class AAA state tournament berth with section and regional titles ineluding a 1-0 upset Region
1 semi-final win over John Marshall and OVAC Hail of Fame pitcher Chris Jones. He carned honorable mention
largest Class AAA all-State plus all-Valley (all-class) sceond 1eam.

Fodor went onto a record-setting career as Marshall University s quarterback. He ended his Thundering Herd
carcer holding virtually every passing record in school annals. The talented quarterback completed 416-01-811 Carl Fodor
passes {or 35 TDs. He established a Southern Conferenee record with his 6,627 passing yards.

Fodor™s passing exploits al Marshall carned him the West Virginia Amateuar Athlete of the Year Award (now Hardman Award). He is one of
only seven QV prep products who have won the state's oldest award originated in [933. The other six are already honored by the OVAC: Chuck
Howley, Lee Patrone, Zach Amedro, John (Furzy) Fillicz. Harold (Doc) Daugherty and Kenny Griflith,

Fodor signed a free agent NFL contract with the St Louis Cardinals and was on the practice squad in 1986 before signing CFL contract with
the Calgary Stampeders where he played two seasons, He then played a scason with Chicago in the Arena League before ending his career with
one season in Wheeling with Steel Valley Smash.

Fodor was inducted into the W. Vi, Coaches Association Hall of Fame plus halls of fame at Marshall and Weir




f;l?"w OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2021 ,)3%
Daryl ‘Boogie’ Johnson ;

Daryt ‘Boogie’ Johnson (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1992) -- It didn’t matter the sport or season for
this Patriot, he simply shined.

While caming accolades in multiple sports, it was on the football field where Johnson lefl his biggest impact.

One of the best running games to ever suit up in the Ohio Valley, Johnson rushed for more than 4,100 career
yards and 56 touchdowns. He saved his best for last, putting forth & highly memorable campaign in which he
carried the ball 229 times for 2,062 yards and scored 31 touchdowns. During that senior season in 1991, Johnson
had his biggest games against the biggest opponents. Against Morgantown, Johnson carried the ball 9 times for
23| yards and four touchdowns in the first half alone,

Following that season, accolades followed Johnson as he was named the recipient of the Kennedy Award, which
gous to the top prep player in the Mountain State, as well as the Gatorade Player of the Year in the state. He was
also named Fm'.lrth-!eam All-American, Alopg with those, he was first-team All-State, All-OVAC and All-Valley.  RESSr S VI l";”_
Johnson was listed on the All-OVAC team in all three years of his career,

In Februrary of 1992, Johnson signed a National Letter of intent to continue his football career at Oklahoma ‘Boogie’ Johnson
State University. He made an impact early, accumulating more than 600 yards of offensc as a freshman, but saw
his campaign cut short due to a knee injury. As a sophomore, he had gained 300 yards, but a collarbone injury ended his season and his junior
year was also cut short with another knee injury.

On top of his football prowess at Wheeling Park, Johnson shined on the baseball ficld. He had a career batting average of better than .400,
including two all-OVAC seasons as a sophomerce and junior where he hit 455 and 420, respectively.

Josh Watson

Josh Warson {Magnolia High School. Class of 1999) — Whether it was track or cross country, this former
Blue Eagle ran...and he ran fast.

Watson is one of the most decorated distance runners in Ohio Valley history, achicving impeccable success in
both sports.

In his OVAC and West Virginia State Meet careers, Watson finished with 15 gold medals, including 14 indi
vidual titles - the most in Ohio Valley history.

[n cross country, Watson became the first Magnolia harrier to win the West Virginia State Championship,
helping his team to the state team title as well. He also won the regional title and finished sccond in the OVAC.

Watson didn’t stop there. He won the regional and state championship as a junior and senior, too.

In the spring, it didn’t matier the distance. Whether it was the 800, 1600 or 3200, Watson took on all comers.
His junior season, he finished as the high scorer in the Class A/AA meet with 32.5 points. Those came via the
state title in the 800, 1600 and 3200 and he anchored the champion 4x800 team. He won the 1600 and 3200 at

Josh Watson the OVAC and finished as runner-up in the 800.
As a senior, Watson helped guide the Blue Eagles to the West Virginia Class A/A A state team title thanks
1o scoring 32 more points, which includes repeats in all three of the individual distance events and a runner-up finish in the 4x8. He was the
OVAC champion in all three individual races and set the QVAC 3A record at the time at 1:59.05.

After high school, Watson signed to compete in both sports at William & Mary. He eamed Academic All-American honors in both sports and

a Phi Beta Kappa.

Leekycia Brown

Leekyeia Brown (Monroc Central High School. Class of 2005). This right-handed ace lettered in multiple sports
during her time with the Seminoles, but it was in the softball pitching circle where she made her biggest impact.

Brown led the Seminoles to the 2004 Division [1i State Championship by pitching every inning of the 32-
game season. In the state title game, against Wheelersburg, Brown pitched a complete game, striking out four
and walking two in a 1-0 victory.

During that junior season, Brown finished with a 0.62 carned run average and an astounding 290 strikeouts.
She pitched no fewer than 18 shutouts. She also shined at the plate.

As a junior, Brown guided the Seminoles to the regional championship game and baued 455, For her career,
she was a 354 hitter,

All told, during her prep career, Brown finished with a 91-16 record, 900 strikeouts and just 49 walks. She
pitched nine no-hitters and five perfect games. Al the time of her graduation. she held the Ohio record for
consecutive innings pitched without allowing a walk at 76.

Obviously. plenty of accotades followed Brown. She was a first-team All-Ohio selection as a sophomore and Leekycia Brown
junior. She carned second-tcam accolades as a freshman and honorabie mention as a senior. She was named
AU-OVAC first team four times and was the Eastern District and OVAC Player of the Year as a sophomore and junior.

Her prep exploits earned her 2 scholarship to Norfolk State University where she competed for four seasons. As a freshman, she was named
the tearn’s Rookie of the Year after leading the squad in hitting (.339) and ERA (2.68). As a junior, she was named to the conference’s All-Aca-
demic Team and finished [0-9 in the circle with a 3.07 ERA. She was named the team’s MVP following the season.

Along with softball, Brown lettered in basketball for the Seminoles, earning all-OVAC honors,




%> OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2021
Natalie Perzanowski

Natalie Perzanowski (S1. John Central High Schoeol Class of 2008). Distance running -- whether it was track or
cross country -- was the way ol life for this former Lady lrish standout,

Perzanowski was a key cog in the Lady Irish track 1cam’s four-year run of dominance that saw them win {wo
state championship, two state runner-up trophies and four consecutive OVAC titles,

All told, she claimed seven state-level medals in track. including winning the 1600 and 3200 meler run state titles
in 2006. She alse has a trie ol bronze medals in her collection along with a fifth and seventh in the 4x800 during
2008 and 2006, respectively.

At the OVAC Championship. Perzanowski finished with 14 conference titles, winning four golds as a sophomore
and sentor.

Alter her sophomore season. she was named the Eastern District’s Female Athlete ol the Year.

In ¢ross country, Perzanowski qualified 1o the OHSAA State Mect four Limes and carned all-Ohio in three ol those
appearances. Her best finish came in 2007 when she crossed the line in third. She was {ourth as a junior and cighth
as a sophomore,

She was twice (2005, 2006) the overall OVAC champion and in 2004 and 2007 won the Class 1A/2A title.
Perzanowski was named Eastern District Athlete of the Year for Division 11 in both 2003 and 2006.

Along with her exploits an the track and CC course, she was a three-time Academic All-Chio honoree in both sports.

While distance running was where she really made her presence felt she was also an impact pertormer for the Lady Irish basketball program
during her four years. She scored 991 career points. had 388 steals, passed out 306 assists and pulled down 297 rebounds.

She was three times Hsted as first team All-Eastern District and A-OVAC, while helping o lead her team to three OVAC titles. She was
second-team All-Ohio as a junior and was named The intelligencer Sophemare ol the Year in 2006 and twice was District 12 Player of the Year
in 2006 and 2007,

Aller high school, Perzanowski went o the University of Toledo o continue her running career,

Natalie Perzanowski

OVAC Embarks on 79th Year

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen. J.E. Ewing, J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lock-

hart, 1.V. Nelson. C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became
the conference’s first president.

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimuiate and promote a more lucrative program of competitive high
school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley.

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the United States. A total of 50 schools
supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 10,000 athletes in the various competitive athletic areas.

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of all high school athletics and to serve
in the overall development of proper school relationship, scholarship. and sportsmanship within the conference.

Current OVAC Member Schools

Barnesville
Beallsville
Beaver Local
Bellaire
Bridgeport
Brooke
Buckeye Local
Buckeye Trail
Caldwell
Cambridge
Cameron
Clay-Battelle
Conotton Valley
Dover

East Liverpool
Edison

Fort Frye

Frontier

Harrison Central
Hundred

Indian Creek
John Marshall
Linsly

Magnolia
Martins Ferry
Monroe Central
Morgantown
New Philadelphia
Qak Glen

Paden City
Parkersburg South
River

Shadyside

Shenandoah

Southern Local

St. Clairsville

St. John Academy
Steubenviltle

Steubenville Catholic Central
Toronto

Trinity Christian

I'nion Local

University

Valley

Warren

Weir

Weirton Madonna
Weilsville

Wheeling Central Catholic
Wheeling Park




#: LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2021

‘7:? 90

Ed Bob Russell ‘Bus’ Bob Chris
Bode Bowen LaRue Lilienthal Yura

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ed Bode (Bethel Township High School. Class of 1958). As a junior, he led one of Ohio’s smallest high schools to the state Class A semifinals before bowing to
Gratis, 73-72. He was selected all-tournament. Playing for OVAC charter Hall of Fame coach Dick Potts, Bethel won county, sectional, district and regional titles en
route to a 27-2 record.

The 6-toot-4 center was cven better as a senior when Bethel went 22-2 and advanced to the district finals. He not only earned first team All-Ohio Class A by The
Associated Press, but was named Class A Player of the Year. He also repeated as All-Eastern Ohio whiie scoring 537 peints in 24 games. He played in the first Ohio
North-South All-Star game aleng with future Ohio State greats John Havlicek of Bridgeport and Jerry Lucas of Middletown,

Bode carned a scholarship to West Virginia University where his three-year carcer was limited by a knee injury as he earned one letler and played in 43 games.

He then served 23 years as a boys’ basketball coach in Ohio with a 325-175 record. He succeeded his prep coach, Potts. at Skyvue where his 1964 1eam won 21
siraight games before bowing in the district finals. Afier three seasons. he coached one year at Doyiestown Chippewa before taking a coaching break for two vears.
He retumned to Skyvue for four years, where a 24-2 team advanced Lo the regional finals. He coached at Martins Ferry from 1973-78 and ended his career at Strasburg
with a nine-vear stint. Bethel became part of the Skyvue consolidation which later was in the Meonroe Central consolidation.

Bode dicd in 2010.

Bob Bowen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942). He was a state honored two-sport Purple Rider athlete in basketball and tennis before becoming a
three-year Ohio Staie basketball regular on nationally-ranked teams,

The four-year. two-sport standout was a junior starter on a 27-2 record 194§ Purple Rider team which won the Ohio Class A championship by finishing with 17
straight wins, capturing sectional and district titles before winning four games in the state event capped by a 37-30 finals’ win over Lakewood.

In Bowen’s senior season, the Riders hiked the win sireak to 33 games before bowing 1o Steubenville, which also ended a 22-3 record Rider season in the district
tournament. Bowen, nicknamed “Frosty™, was a second team All-Ohio Class A choice by The Associaied Press white teammate Lou Groza earned third team honors.

Ferry started tennis as a prep sport in 1940 and Bowen excelled as he teamed as a semor with junior teammate Ken Kadar to win the area’s only Ohio state doubles
title in 1942, Ferry's team captured a district crown that vear.

Bowen enrolled at Chio State and became a three-year basketball starter in 1944 and 1946-47, The 1944 and 1946 weams won Big Ten Conlerence titles and plaved
in the NCAA national tournaments where the Buckeyes placed fourth in 1944 and 3rd in 1946.

Bowen and Kadar were both inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.

Russell (Bus) LaRue (Wheeling High Scheol, Class of 1926). He was a four-year Wildcat standout in football, basketball and baseball that went on 1o eam
seven letters in two sports at West Virginia University.

In football, he was a do-it-all running back, passer and punter and two-year team captain, In both his junior and senior seasons, he eamed first team All-Valley and
All-State and twice selected captain. As a senior, he led the Wildcats to an 8-1-1 record and, with no state playolTs and no in-stale losses, while outscoring loes by
172-16, the Wildcats claimed an “unofficial™ state title. They defeated Parkersburg, Huntington, Fairmont Senior, Clarksburg Victory, Moundsville, Benwood Union
and Magnolia.

In basketball. the Wildcats were state one-class runner-up to Huntington in his junior season and he camed sccond team all-tournament honors. After the state event
at Buckhannon, the wcam competed in the National Tournament in Chicago, which invited all state champions and runners-up.

He enrolled at West Virgiia L'niversity where he played for coach Ira (Rat) Rodgers and lettered three seasons at fullback, The 1928 1cam went 8-2, He was also
a four-year letterman as a third baseman on the baseball team.

After graduation, he returned to Wheeling as an Ohio County high school and junior high teacher and coach.

He is deceased.

Robert Lilienthal {Cambridge High School, Class of 1953). He carned state honors in football and basketball for the Bobcats. A three-scason football starter at
quarterback, he led the Bobcats as a senior to its first Central Ohio League championship. and No. 11 state Class A ranking, including a 20-14 win over third-ranked
Zanesville, 20-14. He was named second team All-Ohio and first team All-COL. He played for the South teamn i the annual Ohio North-South game opposite the first
team All-Ohio quarterback Len Dawson of Alliance — a future Purdue University and Kansas City Chiefs® standout.

A four-year starter in basketball, he led the Bobeats, as a junior, to the Central Ohio League co-title and eamned second team AH-COL. In his senior season, the
Bobeais recorded the school’s first unbeaten regular season and went 23-0 before bowing in the district tournament. He repeated on the All-COL second team and
was selected to third team All-Ohio Class A by United Press International.

He enrolled at Ohio State and was in the footbalt program for three years, The 6-foot, 174-pounder was one of scven quarterbacks on the 10-0 record 1954 1eam
which defeated U/SC, 20-7 in the Rose Bowt and was the national poll champion by the AP. The 1955 team went 7-2 and repeated as Big 'Ten Conference champion.

The Cambridge resident was inducted into the Cambridge Athletic Hall of Fame in 2018,

Chris Yura (Morgantown High School, Class of 1999). He was a slate record-setting running back (102 career TDs, 50 as senior) who earned the Kennedy
Award as state all-class Player of the Year as a junior before placing third as a senior behind the only first place tie in history between two other state record-setiers
- J,R, House of Nitro (passing) and Quincy Wilson of Weir (rushing). A two-lime first team Class AAA all-stater, he carned All-America mention from USA Today
as 4 senior.

The 5-foot-11, 183-pounder led the state in scoring two straight years and rushed for mere than 2,000 yards in both his junior and senior seasons to end with more
than 5,700 carcer yards in three years,

Ie led the Mohigans to a 12-2 record as a senior and state runner-up 1o a House-led Nitro in a memorable 63-52 “*Super Six™ shootout at Wheeling Island Stadium.
Yura nursed an ailing ankle and didn't statt the game, but was inserted 1o score his record 50th season TD.

As a junior, Morgantown was unbeaten in regular season but was upset in the playolls. Yura rushed for 2,017 vards and scored 37 TDs. He was a three-time All-
NCAC Conference selection.

Recruited by several Division | colleges, he opted for Notre Dame L., where he was a four-year letterman, mostly as a special teams player and backup fullback,
The 2060 Irish team went 9-3 and ranked |5th nationally. The 2002 tcam was 10-3 with a 17th national poll spot.
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Sg The OVAC S,
P Hall of Fame Committee 3Lt
Kt congratulates L S

Ohio County Schools

as the Denny Magruder
Distinguished Service Award \/
recipient for 2021 cvnca s

Due 10 a willtngness o serve the youth of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conferenee in many aspects by providing both facilities and personnel over tle years, the Ohio County Schools have
been selected as the 2021 recipient of the Denay Magrader Distinguished Service Award by e OVAC Hall of Fame Commitiee
O Coumy Schoals have losted contiess events at Wheeling [sland Stadiam including the Rudy Mamley OVAC All-Star Football Ganre, the OVAC Soccer Championships and
OVAC Soccer All-S1zr Maltch, and the West Vieginia “Super Six™ State Football Champisnships. The facility also served as host of the initial OVAC Showcase of Bands before ot moved
Lo Martins Ferry,
Wheeling Park High School was the site of the OVAC Cheering Championships and the OVAC Juniar High Cheering Championships lor many years before they moved o WesBancs
Arena and the Park track faciliny hosted the “big school™ portion of the OVAC Cal Giflin Track Championships tor several years
OCS also provides mats and countless workers for the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestding Chamypronships al WesBance Arena and many

@ ..11745(& of their coaclies and administrators have plaved key active roles in running championships aid other events i the conlerence. %\Q H_A;[(&
?" X Past winners of the award: Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), =
L W oA Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling (2012}, Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), AL Ve
’%7, e @' WesBanco Maintenance Staff (2014), Ohio University Eastern (2015), ’% <§§"
T Oglebay Park/Wheeling Park Commission (2016); AN
Mickey Duffy (2017); Ron Miller (2018); Dave Schafer (2019)
o VA, s VAL,
%\% e JJ’ [ L %%\ . "&
~@# . The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference g °;
o A . . . o \ i N
Zm  Hall of Fame Committe is seeking %,

nominations for future consideration
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC ‘Family’,
OVAC ‘Contributor’, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes)

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
c/o Tom Rataiczak, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906.
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments
(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested.

The 18th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is schedled
on Saturday, August 13, 2022 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va.




CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR OVAC HALL
OF FAME INDUCTION

ot
&

BOB BOWEN AND LARRY DEATON

GO RIDERS!

MARTINS FERRY HIGH
SCHOOL ATHLETIC
DEPARTMENT




Congratulations!

Joseph JoJo’ Blaha (’S:3)
& Dr. Bill Welker
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2021 Inductees into the
OVAC Hall of Fame

The CCHS Alumni Association




]erry Narcisi
Class ol '67

on his induction into the

OVAC Hall of Fame
"Class of 2020"

Thank you for your years of service
to the students and athletes of
Shadyside and the OVAC!




W - ]
Dr. Bill Welker

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame
CLASS OF 2020 - 2021

THE AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR
MAT TALK COLUMNIST

(1978 - 2010)

TWO-TIME NATIONAL WRESTLING WRITER OF THE YEAR

SEVEN-TIME WV WRESTLING WRITER OF THE YEAR

# THE WRESTLING DRILL BOOK #

# THE SPARROW'’S SPIRIT (MEMOIR) #

# A WRESTLER’S CURSE (NOVEL) #

# THE NOVEL WRESTLER (NOVEL) #

SPONSORED BY THE MENDENHALL FAMILY




Ohio County Schoo'lms_
X% Wheeling Park HS
Congratulate

scott Darvl *Boogie’
~Nolte Johnson
OVAC HOF OVAC HOF
media 1990s Athlete

Dr. William
Welker

OVAC HOF
Official

Dussell *Bus’
Lalue
OVAC Legend




DR. BILL WELKER
OVAC HALL OF FAMER

1963 PENNSYLVANIA STATE CHAMPION
1965 ROBERT A. KEMP OUTSTANDING WRESTLER
1979 NATIONAL RUNNER-UP ASSISTANT COACH OF THE YEAR

1988 ESTABLISHED THE OVAC BILL WELKER WRESTLERS OF THE YEAR
AWARD

1990 PENNSYLVANIA SPORTS HALL OF FAME
1991 OVAC MR. MAT
2000 PENNSYLVANIA DISTRICT FOUR HALL OF FAME
2003 OVAC WRESTLING OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

2008 NATIONAL WRESTLING HALL OF FAME
WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER

2008 MASTER OF WRESTLING AWARD
2010 PENNSYLVANIA WRESTLING HALL OF FAME

2010 FIRST RECIPIENT OF THE “SNYDER-MILLER” WEST VIRGINIA
WRESTLING SPORTSWRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD

CONGRATULATIONS!
FROM
THE BILL WELKER FAMILY




CONGRATULATIONS!

ST. CLAIRSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Mrs. Natalie Bigelow (Perzanowski) Mr., Kim Clifford
S5t John, Class of 2008 Bellaire, Closs of 1972




WEST VIRGINIA CHAPTER
CONGRATULATES

DR. BILL WELKER

FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE
2020 - 2021
OVAC HALL OF FAME
SPORTS OFFICIAL CATEGORY

# t #

PRESIDENT & CO-FOUNDER: BILL ARCHER
VICE PRESDENTS: GARRY BENDER & ROY MICHAEL
TREASUURERS: WAYNE & DIANA BENNETT
BANQUET CHAIRMAN: GEORGE KEEENEY
SECRETARY: DIANA ARCHER
PHOTOGRAPHER: DR. TIM MILLER
WEBMASTER: JENNY SULLIVAN
MEMBER & CO-FOUNDER: DR. BILL WELKER




THANK YOU \

Robert “Bubba” Kapral

We appreciate
all the
contributions
you have
made to

Ohio Valley
Athletics.

The Times Leader

200 S. 4th Street | Martins Ferry, OH | 740-633-1131 | timesleaderonline.com




“MAROON KNIGHTS”
JOHN AND PAT DOLAN FAMILIES
CONGRATULATE
COACH BILL WELKER
WHEELING CENTRAL HEAD WRESTLING COACH
1972 - 1976
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE

CLASS OF 2020 - 2021

OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

HALL OF FAME




( ( Congratulations
to all OVAC
( Hall of Fame 2021

Inductees!

Weir High School
Administration, Athletics and
Beoosters would like to extend

our congratulations to our 2021

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees.

Tom Bloom ("38)
Tony Jeter (C62)
Carl Fodor Jr. (C82)

Congratulations! ( ( ( [
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WHEELING PARK HIGH SCHOOL
PATRIOT WRESTLING TEAMS
1976 — 1980

—

CONGRATULATIONS!
COACH BILL WELKER

1979 NATIONAL RUNNER-UP ASSISTANT COACH OF THE YEAR
WPHS ASSISTANT WRESTLING COACH

1976 — 1979

&
WPHS HEAD WRESTLING COACH
1979 — 1980
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE
2020 - 2021
OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

HALL OF FAME

FROM JIM COPNEY AND FELLOW WPHS WRESTLERS




@@N@MT@MTU@NS

ON YOURIOVACHALL OF FAMEIINDUCTION

LARRY DEATON 604
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WARWOOD SCHOOL

“VIKINGS”
CONGRATULATE

DR. BILL WELKER
TEACHER - DEAN OF STUDENTS - COACH

1976 — 2009

“2009 Teacher of the Year”
Wheeling Area Chamber of Commerce

“2014 Jasper N. Deahl Award”
West Virginia University

2020 - 2021
OVAC HALL OF FAMER
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Congratulations

Pete Abuls

€ambridge HS €Class of 1978

OVAC Hall of Fame €lass of 2021

From The Original

‘Fab Five’




The Ohio Valley Wrestling
Goaches Association

=

Larry
Deaton

Dr. William
Welker

A

Salutes and thanks you
for your contrihutions
to the sport of wrestling
in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference




BUFFALD

IT'S NOT WHETHER
YOU WIN OR LOSE,
IT’S WHERE YOU
CELEBRATE THE GAME.

Congratulations
Natalie
Perzanowski
&

‘Bubba’
Kapral!

BUFFALQ

50725 OHIO VALLEY PL
ST. CLAIRSVILLE

100 LAKEVIEW CENTER
PARKERSBURG

2 WALMART DRIVE
MOUNDSVILLE




CONGRATULATIONS
DR. BILL WELKER
OVAC HALL OF FAMER
CLASS OF 2020 - 2021

FOR HIS DEDICATION TO

OHIO VALLEY WRESTLING

# COACH #
# OFFICIAL #
# RULES INTERPRETER #
# WRITER #
# PROMOTER #

SPONSORED BY
THE WHEELING WRESTLING CLUB




Ohio County Schools

& Wheeling Park HS
say Thank-You'
S, to Ill? Ohio Valley ST,
%@E&gg Athletic Bnnier?nce %ﬁm@
) for our selection -
as the 2020-21
Denny Magruder

Distinguished Service
Award recipient
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+@- =  Congratulations - %\m
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Jerry Narcisi
OVAC Hall of Fame 2021 Inductee!!

Retired Administration Team

John Crunelle, Principal at Jefferson School
Larry Falbo, Jr., Principal at Shadyside High Scheol
John J. Kapolka, Special Needs Goordinator, Shadyside High School
Buck Snyder, Principal at Leona Avenue Middle School
Dave Sommers, Principal at Shadyside High School
John Stanko, Guidance Gounselor, Dean of Students at Shadysite High School
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Congratulations

Kim Chifford
(BHS’72)

On your induction into the

OVAC Hall of Fame

Bellaire High School Athletic Dept.
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The Martins Ferry

Bob
Deaton Lowen
MFHS Class of 1964 MFHS Class of 1942
OVAC !ﬂOF OVAC
Official P“rnle ‘Legend®
Rider
Nation
IS proud of you!
S
S e
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OVAC Fall of Fame Class of 2021

2
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Congratulations
taatevuﬁw' ] ffaend
Fred, Janet, Mife and Bill Undrews




Congratulations!
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Joseph (JoJo) Blaha ('83)
& Bill Welker (‘'72-'76)

Members of the 2021 Class of the
OVAC Hall of Fame

From the
CCHS Boosters Association &

your entire Maroon Knights Family!
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THE SPOT BAR
SALUTES
RICH WILINSKI
AND THE OTHER
STEUBENVILLE-WEIRTON-FOLLANSBEE
SELECTIONS IN THE OVAC
HALL OF FAME’S CLASS OF 2021

MIKE PALMER DON ‘KIP’ MCLANE
TONY JETER CARL FODOR
TOM BLOOM  RALPH ANASTASIO




DAVE AND STEVE CAMILLETTI FAMILIES
CONGRATULATE

COACH BILL WELKER

1972 — 1976
WHEELING CENTRAL HEAD WRESTLING COACH
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE

2020 - 2021

OVAC HALL OF FAME

“MAROON KNIGHTS”
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Congratulate
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Congratulations
. Rich Wilinski
mMonroe Central on your induction
Athletic Department into the OVAC
Congratulates Hall of Fame
1 eekycia Brown Class of 2021
Hall of Fame Class of 2021 — —
Id Bode G 740632 PEs |
OVAC Legend David W. Mosti Donald R. Mosti

lared B. Mosti D. Justin Mosti
"A Funeral Service For A Life Remembered”

2435 Surse: Blvg, Sreubenville, OH dduosﬁ@sbcmobgl‘ne'
321 3outh Fourth St Steubenville, OF wanw. mostifuneralhome cons




THE BOB WELKER FAMILY

MT. CARMEL, PENNSYLVANIA
CONGRATULATES COUSIN BILL WELKER’S INDUCTION INTO THE
OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONERENCE HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2020 - 2021

- L

A former Pennsylvania State Champion in 1963 and State Runner-up in 1965, Cousin Bill
Welker competed for old Shamokin (PA) High School. His cousin, Harold Welker, was a
Pennsylvania State Champion the first year of states in 1938. His brother, Floyd Welker,
was a Pennsylvania State Champion in 1959. Bill Welker and his brother, Floyd, were the
first brother team to win states in District Four, a hotbed of Pennsylvania wrestling. Bill

Welker was the last wrestler to compete in a Shamokin “Greyhound” uniform since the

school consolidated with Coal Township {PA) High School the next fall. He was also the

school’s all-time winningest wrestler (83 victories).




The St. John Central Fighting Irish
Boosters Cluh
congratulates

Natalie Perzanowsk
NS/
oL al
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for their inductions
into the OVAC Hall of Fame.
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Your accomplishments at St. John's
generated 2 state team tities,
2 state team runners-up and countless
OVAC championships.

You take your rightful place alongside
previous St. John's OVAC Hall of Famers
Allan Hornyak, Stephanie Petho,
Rick Boron, Dr. Joseph Maroon,
Kenny Howell and April Rotilio.




CONGRATULATIONS
COACH BILL WELKER
OVAC HALL OF FAMER

FOR HIS DEVOTION TO DEVELOPING BOYS INTO MEN

WRESTLING COACH

WHEELING HIGH SCHOOL
1970 - 1972

WHEELING CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
1972 - 1976

WHEELING PARK HIGH SCHOOL
1976 - 1980
# # #
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
MAJOR WILLIAM H. TAGGART, USMC - RETIRED

WHEELING HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1973

WEST VIRGINIA REGION ONE WRESTLING
CHAMPIONSHIPS FINALIST




Congratulations
Coach Wilinski

National ,—
Coilioig é=

The National Colloid Company
906 Adams St.
Steubenville, OH 43952
(740) 282-1171

Congratulations

Rich Wilinski

Froem vour friends
at Downtown Gakery
151 S. 4th Street
Steubenville, OH 43952

740-283-1138
Fax 740-282 139171

Yisit our website:
www.downtownbakerysth.com

Like us on Facebook

You can taste the difference.
since 1958

Congratulations

Jerry Narcisi?

From The Newlands
Janet
Dan & Wendy
John
Dave & Laura
Kvle & Leah

Halley Newland & Sons
General Building Contractor
70200 Newland Drne
Bridgeport, OH 43912
Fax 740-633-0567

Dan Newdand john Newland
740-296-9022 T40-635-9769




Don ‘Kip’ Mclane
OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2021
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| loving family:

' Phyllis McLane [(mother]

' Kerry McLane (brother)
Terry Mclane (brother)




CONGRATULATIONS!
DR. BILL WELKER - OVAC HALL OF FAMER
SPORTS OFFICIAL CATEGORY

1990
WEST VIRGINIA OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR
2001
NFHS MIDEAST SECTION
DISTINGUISHED ACTIVE OFFICIAL AWARD

2002
NATIONAL WRESTLING OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR
2003
OVAC WRESTLING OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR

SPONSORED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA SNAKES CLUB




Congratulations
Jerry Narcisi

on your induction into the

OVAC HALL OF FAME!

Love your family and friends,

Michael & Dianna,
Dan & Wendy,
Kyle & Leah, N
Jeft, Julia & Jenn, .'
Bill & Lynette,

Johnny & Cathy %

M -




A Thank You

Thanks to all that have allowed me to accent
this most prestigious honor.

Penny— MY high school sweetheart and assistant
coach for all of these vears.

Dyan, Justin and Kurt—my sons who plaved
for me and were my assistant coaches.

The cutstanding assistant coaches 1 was so lucky to
have. in particular Fevin Sacco. Bob vVincenzo.
Erian GCay and Eric Gay.

Eellaire High School. Cadiz High Schocol

and especially St. Clairsville High School
that allowed me to live out a dream.

The Plavers—You don’t get here without dedicated.
talented plavers.

The thousands of cthers who helped in many ways.

My deepest eratitude,

Coach Clifford

Shoutout te Pap & Crammy’s Team
Jen, Kaden & Folby
Heidi. Jace., Grody. Laken & Kam
Liz. Leo X Ellie




PAULL ASSOCIATES

Insurance/Real Estate

LEE C. PAULL, IV - BROKER
(304) 233-3303
CELEBRATES
THE INDUCTION OF

DR. BILL WELKER

CO-FOUNDER
THE GREATER WHEELING SMALLFRY
WRESTLING LEAGUE
1977

INTO THE
2020 — 2021

OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

HALL OF FAME
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CONGRATULATIONS, JERRY NARCISI
OVAC HALL of FAME

Sl

Deloy® ~
Okis s Finess

The Shadyside Relays Committee would like to congratulate Mr. Jerry Narcisi on
being inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame.

Mr. Narcisi has dedicated his time and efforts to the athletes of the Ohio Valley and
beyond for 50 years. He worked as a finish line judge at the very first Shadyside
Relays. A couple years later, he served as a clerk for the meet, assigning lanes and
heats to athletes. Following those initial years, Mr. Narcisi transitioned to a referee,
in which he continues to serve as the Head Referee of the Shadyside Relays.

Mr. Narcisi puts in countless hours throughout the year to be sure that the meet is
perfect for the student-athletes, coaches, and spectators.

Thank you, Mr. Narcisi and CONGRATULATIONS on a well-deserved recognition!

Shadyside Relays Committee

Celebrating 50 years of “Ohio’s Finest”




ABBEY’S

RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

STAFF

“No One Leaves Here A Stranger”

Mixologists, Waitresses/Waiters and Culinary Employees

JOE KATHY ALEX
ABBEY GEENA JEFF
KELLY CARLY ANDREW
OLIVIA MYLISSA DONNY
RUDY ABBY EREK
TIM TINO BRAD
ANGIE BEN TRENT
COURTNEY LORI CLIFF
BECKY SIERRA ALEX
AMY BERT CHRIS
CONGRATULATE
DR. BILL “DOC” WELKER
2020 - 2021

OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

HALL OF FAMER




Congratulations
Don “Kip” Mclane
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A True Crusader
COURAGE
CHARACTER
HEART
SPIRIT

from Your Steubenville
Catholic Central Famlily
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO
DR. BILL WELKER
OFFICIAL AND INTERPRETER
OVAC HALL OF FAMER

WRESTLING OFFICIAL
WEST VIRGINIA
25 YEARS

WVSSAC STATE TOURNAMENT -4 YEARS
WVSSAC AAA REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS - 14 YEARS
WYVSSAC A-AA REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS - 12 YEARS

OVAC TOURNAMENT - 12 YEARS

WRESTLING RULES INTERPRETER

WYVSSAC WRESTLING RULE INTERPRETER - 28 YEARS
OVAC TOURNAMENT RULES INTERPRETER - 25 YEARS
NFHS NATIONAL RULES COMMITTEE MEMBER -4 YEARS

SPONSORED BY ANDY WEISENBORN PLUMBING




Congratulations
Pete Ahuls

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2021
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ABBEY’S
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

“No One Leaves Here A Stranger”
JOEY MAROON - MANAGER

CONGRATULATES
DR. BILL “DOC” WELKER
2020 - 2021
OHIO VALLEY
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
HALL OF FAMER
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Congratulations
Rich Wilinski
OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2021 |
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from the Indian Creek
Athietic Department
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COACH BILL WELKER’S FIRST WRESTLING TEAM
WHEELING HIGH SCHOOL
#1970 1972 #

THE “WILDCATS” WRESTLING TEAM MEMBERS

BILL TAGGART, Team Captain JAY MYERS

LES DEFELICE JOHN MYERS
JOHN DEFELICE CHUCK NEUHARDT
CRAIG EDDY JEFF RICHARDSON

RICK FENIMORE CLIFF SLIGAR

JIM GREENWOOD DON STEWART
STEVE HILL FRANK COSTANTINI
DAVE IVERSON TIM WRIXON

MANUEL HELMBRIGHT DAVE ADAMS
DAVE DEATON RONALD IAROSSI

* CONGRATULATE *
COACH BILL WELKER
OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
HALL OF FAMER
CLASS OF 2020 — 2021




WELL DESERVED
COACH “DoC” WELKER!

Congratulations on your induction to the

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame!

You have been an amazing Coach, Friend, & Mentor
throughout our lives and we could not be more

proud of you!

From The Doyle Family
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Cambridge Athletics
congratulates
Pete Abuls
and
Bob Lilienthal
for their
well-deserved
recognition?

Congratulations
to the best husband.
father, grandfather and
great srandfather

Lamy Deaton

Wife Sylvia Deaton
Children
Bill Deaton & Jill Deaton

Teresa X Tom Tavior

Grandchildren
Ethan, Colin & Donavon Tayior
Andrew Deaton
Rebecca & Jack Fisher
Jaccb & Riley Fisher

Congratulations, Mr. Narcisi
OVAC Hall of Fame

Congratulations, Mr. Narcisi! We are proud to call you a mentor, leader, and friend.

Jayson, Brianne, Jayden, Jaylynne, Jayana, Jaycee, & Jaysek
Michael, Jenna, Quinn, & Kori




Congratulations
Coach Wilinski
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from Your
Steubenville

catholic Central

Crusader Fa m/LLL@




[Cambridge High School Class of 1978)

&

Love,
Your Family




Boh Lilienthal
OVAC Legend 2021

Congratulations
to a great athlete
and an even greater friend!

Fred, Janet, Mike and Bill Andrews




The Ohio Valley Wrestling

Larry Deaton & Dr. Bill Welker
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THE OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
SALUTES OUR 2021 HALL OF FAME HONOREE

OVAC FAMILY
JERRY NARCISI

OVAC Executive Board
Board President 2005-2007
OVAC Track Committee

We can do what we do because you did
(and continue to do) what you do.

Thank you and Congratulations!
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Gongratulations
Bill Welker & Larry Deaton
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Larry Deaton

Your friends,
Ron & Mary Lou Mauck




Congratulations

Rich Wilinski
OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2021
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Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012)
Jamie Adams (Class of 2019)
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004)

Roger Alford (Class of 2017)
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013)

Zach Amedro (Class of 2016)
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012)
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009)
Sam Andy (Class of 2007)

Kim Augur (Class of 2016)
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006)
Jodi Bates (Class of 2016)

Ashley Battle (Class of 2011)
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010)
Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel (Class of 2012)
Eddie Becker (Class of 2016)
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007)
Jami Bendle (Class of 2017)

Jack Berger (Class of 2018)
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010)
Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry (Class of 2015)
David Bertolino (Class of 2014)
Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Class of 2006)
Stan Blankenship (Class of 2016)
Rick Boron (Class of 2011)

Stan Boroski (Class of 2014)
David Bosley (Class of 2009)
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014)
Jim Brown (Class of 2013)

Less Browne (Class of 2010)

Bill Brubaker (Class of 2014)
Dave Bruney (Class of 2019)
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010)

Ed Burgy (Class of 2006)

Bob Burton (Class of 2005)

Dave Caldwell (Class of 2017)
Burdell ‘Jimmy’ Carey (Class of 2012)
Shelly Carroll (Class of 2019)
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007)
Jay Circosta (Class of 2019)
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008)
Willie Clay (Class of 2011)

Don Clegg (Class of 2019)
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011)
Rick Coles (Class of 2014)

Zach Collaros (Class of 2018)
James Companion (Class of 2014)
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009)
Scott Coyne (Class of 2019)

John Craig (Class of 2008)

o % OVAC Hall of Fame <

Gallery of Previous Inductees

Sylvia Crawley {Class of 2013)
Jim Crosier (Class of 2019)

Andy Cross (Class of 2016)

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008)

Chet Daniels (Class of 2019)
Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (Class of 2009)
Bill Davies (Class of 2010)

Dee Davis (Class of 2005)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007)

Nate Davis (Class of 2017)

Georgia Dawson (Class of 2018)
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009)

C.R. ‘Dick’ Dei (Class of 2011)
George Deiderich (Class of 2019)
Dave Delande (Class of 2016)

Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010)

Bob DiStefano (Class of 2019)
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011)
Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Class of 2012)
Doug Donley (Class of 2004)
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004)
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008)

Dr. Dan Doyle (Class of 2019)
Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014)
Larry Duck (Class of 2010)

Clyde Eads (Class of 2015)
Richard “Dick’ Edge (Class of 2009)
Amber Ellison (Class of 2012)
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013)
Tyler Engle (Class of 2019)

Chris Enochs (Class of 2007)

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Class of 2005)
David ‘Ty’ Fleming (Class of 2015)
Don Fleming (Class of 2007)

Gene Ford (Class of 2009)

Geno Ford (Class of 2004)

Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2004)

Tom Franckhauser (Class of 2017)
Bob Gain (Class of 2006)

Joey Galloway (Class of 2005)
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004)

Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005)

Rich ‘Hoot’ Gibson {Class of 2013)
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006)

Roy ‘AF Glitch (Class of 2019)
Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (Class of 2013)
Bill Gompers (Class of 2017)

Pete Gongola (Class of 2019)
Gordon Gordon (Class of 2014)

\‘5_
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Chester Grossi (Class of 2005)
Alex Groza (Class of 2005)

Mike Gulan (Class of 2019)

Earl Haberfield (Class of 2018)
Neil Habig (Class of 2016)
Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Class of 2006)
John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (Class of 2010)
Melissa Hammeond (Class of 2010)
Jay Handlan {Class ot 2016)

Jim Hanna (Class of 2009)

Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004)
T.J. Hannig (Class of 2011)

Jeff Harrison (Class of 2017)

John Havlicek (Class of 2004)
Williarn “‘Catfish’ Hearst (Class of 2017)
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008)
Art Hehr (Class of 2012)

Walter Heil (Class of 2005)

Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007)
Brittany Hocker {Class of 2015)
Paul Hoover (Class of 2015)
Adam Hoppel (Class of 2108)
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004)
John Howell (Class of 2013)
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005)
Doug Huff (Class of 2005)

Bob Hummell (Class of 2006)
Karrie Hutchins (Class of 2014)
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2007)
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014)
Alan Jack (Class of 2014)

Leon Jenkins (Class of 2019

Bob Jeter (Class of 2011)

Bill Jobko (Class of 2009)

Rod Johnson (Class of 2015)
Chris Jones (Class of 2017)

Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010)
Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph (Class of 2017)
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007)
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012)
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015)

Tom Keane (Class of 2008)
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009)
George Kellas (Class of 2015)
Jim Kerr (Class of 2014)

Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012)
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008)
John Kirker (Class of 2011)

Steve Kish Jr. (Class of 2018)
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Bob Koch (Class of 2018)

George Kovalick (Class of 2004)
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008)
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007)

Bili Kennedy (Class of 2008)

Earl Klevins (Class of 2007)

Gene ‘Beet” Lamone (Class of 2015)
Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Class of 2009)
Terry Leggett (Class of 2017)

Ron Lee (Class of 2018)

John Leon (Class of 2007)

Dave Linn (Class of 2016)

Larry Marmie (Class of 2013)
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015)
Scot Maffe (Class of 2017)

Joe Maroon (Class of 2012)

Edgar Martin (Class of 2011)

Ron Mauck (Class of 2006)

Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004)

Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007)
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011)
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013)

Eric McGee (Class of 2018)

Mike McLeod (Class of 2015)
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005)

Craig Miller (Class of 2011)

Dick Miller (Class of 2005)

Pat Miller (Class of 2011)

Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009)
Bob Montgomery Class of 2018)
Harry “Moo” Moore (Class of 2013)
James *Junior’ Moore (Class of 2014)
Jimmy Mountain (Class of 2016)
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009)

Nick Mumley (Class of 2008)
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004)
Rob Munn (Class of 2016)

A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004)
Linda Myers (Class of 2015)

Rick Nau (Class of 2015)

Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006)

John Nese (Class of 2016)

Joe Niekro (Class of 2010)

Phil Niekro (Class of 2006)
Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013)

Don Osby (Class of 2018)

Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009)

Ed Pastilong (Class of 2015)

Lee Patrone (Class of 2006)

Jeft Patterson (Class of 2019)
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004)
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008)

Joe Pettini (Class of 2008)
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011)
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013)
Bob Plotz (Class of 2018)

Cal Pokas (Class of 2004)

Jim Potts (Class of 2014)
Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Class of 2004)
Duane Powell (Class of 2015)
Matt Powell (Class of 2016)

Peri Powell (Class of 2013)

Jack Prettyman (Class of 2014)
Robert Pritchard (Class of 2018)
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006)
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004)
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of 2013)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007)
John Reger (Class of 2007)
Evan Reese (Class of 2004)
Gary Repella (Class of 2017)

Liz Repella (Class of 2019)

Paul Rickards (Class of 2014)
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008)

Bob Roe (Class of 2014)

Blaine Rose (Class of 2013)
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010)

April Retilio (Class of 2017)
Geno Sessi (Class of 2018)

Larry Shaw (Class of 2011)
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005)
Kelly Shields (Class of 2018)
Ron Sismondo (Class of 2019)
John Simonson (Ciass of 2018)
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006)
Mike Smith (Class of 2014)

Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006}
Mike Snively (Class of 2017)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)
John Sorrenti (Class of 20609)
Roger Sowers (Class of 2017)
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004)
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012)
Chris Starr (Class of 2012)
Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 2013)
Dan Stephens (Class of 2014)
John Stephenson (Class of 2010}

OVAC Hall of Fame ‘“**‘W_ 5

Gallery of Previous Inductees
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Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008)
Ross Stoltz (Class of 2017)
George Strager (Class of 2005)
Ron Stephens (Class of 2018)

Don Sutherin (Class of 2010)
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006)
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012)
JefT Sweitzer (Class of 2010)
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015)
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005)
Ted Taikington (Class of 2015)
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013)

Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015)

Bill Tonini (Class of 2012)

Bill Thomas (Class of 2008)

Jim Thomas (Class of 20013)
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009)
Richard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (Class of 2011)
Dick Tomlinson (Class of 2017)
Bill Tucker (Class of 2018)

Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 2015)
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005)
Biil Van Horne (Class of 2004)
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013)

Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016)
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011)
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012)
Keith Vrotsos (Class of 2018)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)
Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt {(Class of 2010)
Alex Welker (Class of 2012)

Billy West {(Class of 2006)

Tom West (Class of 2016)

Ben Wiley (Class of 2016)

Denver Williams (Class of 2012)
Ron *Fritz’ Williams (Class of 2004)
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006)
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011)
(Otis Winston (Class of 2009)

Jim Wood (Class of 2016)

Jim Woofter (Class of 2016)

Ron White (Class of 2018)

Mike Wright (Class of 2010)
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008)
Don Zinni (Class of 2013)




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Samuel A. Mumley (©vAC ‘Family")

Samuel A. Mumiley (Benwood Union High School) served two terms — covering a
weal of 32 vears = as executive secmlurﬁ' of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference.
During the second lerm which lasted until his death in 1999, Mumley helped resurrect
the bixtate league from the brink of bankruptey tits current staning as one of the great
high schook conferences in the enlire country.

Sorme of the many highlights from his siewardship included: Helpng to establish the
OVAC Foundauon as 4 major fund-raising arm for the conference; Securing NCAA
certification For the Rikly Mumley OVAC Chanty All-Star Football Classic: Auracting
major financial sponsurs to support afl of the OVAC programs, including the Banguet of
Champions. an awards dinner that honors more than T athletes each spring and
prowides mure than SX0460 annually in schelarstips; Establishing the all-star busketball game which was laer
recamexl o5 the Samuel A Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic.

Murmley s response 1o a call of duty went beyond the QVAC as be was one of the founders of the Wheeling
Super Sin Comnunee, whach hys hosted the West Vinginia state championship footbull games at Wheeling
Island Stadium since 1994, He also helped secure the West Vinginia seate soccer championships for the aity.
Five years alter his death, the fruition of ancther one of his dreams occurred when an artificial grass playing
surface was installed ar Wheeling Istand Swadium

Altheugh awards were pever important t Mumley, he was the recipient of numerous boaors, The major
uwards presented to him included: Nativnal Federation of Offictals O g Servive Award, Dapper
Dan Man of the year: OVAC Man of the Year, and Quistanding West Virginiare

He was a basketball officiaf for 23 years, an assistant eoach. mhleue truner and athietiy direcior al several
area schoals. including Cameron, The Linsly School and $1, Classvillke. He was also a trainer ot his college
alma mater. the University of Maryiand, alopg with the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles
Mumley served on the staté of Chio Baaed of Equity, was o member of the St Clainwille Board of Education
and a special liaison for the Mental Retardation Board and Svhool of Hope

George Kovalick ©ovac ‘Family’

George E. Kovalick (Brit{;,:crurt High School). recognized as the “father™ of high
school wrestling i the Ohwe Valley, Kovadick previously has been honored with i
bership in numerous halls of fame, including thuose at Kent State University: the Ohie
Valley Foutball Coaches Association: Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Club: West Liberty
State College: Ohio Athletic Directors and the Ohio Wrestlisg Hall of Fame.

Kovalick was selected us the first se::‘?:enl 11976} of the presugious OVAC Wrestling
Commiitees prestgious “Me Mat Award.” an honor given snnually to an individual for
outstunding contributions to the spurt of wrestling

Kenalick dwected championship teams m !'nmtull. baseball and wrestling at both the
imercollegiate and imerscholastic levels during an envsmously-saceesstul 2R-yeur
coaching career.

Among the athletes he tutored in high school or cullﬁgc were all-time Ohio Vidley greats John Havlicek.
Phil and Joc Nickro, and Bobby Duuglis. In basebalt, Kovalick coached the Hilhoppers w the 1964 NAIA
baxeball championstip. the ofly national title ever captured by the schpol. He ulso had West Virginia
Intercollegrate Athletic Conferenee r:hu.mrmnshlp 1eams at West Libery in fourball, wrestling and buseball

Kovalick new onfy was une of the founders of the OVAC Wrestling Toumygmient, but his Bndgepon
erapplers won the first seven conference championships. In 1959, Kovalick's Bulldogs made hiviory bg

ccoming the 1irst school nutside the Cleveland area singe 1942 w win an Ohic sate wresiling tick sincel 94t
10 win an Ohio state wresthing title since, He coached six individual state champicns

Kovalickds otter OVAC coaching stups werg at Moundsville, Bellaure and Weir high schools. His 1973
Weir High football ream waw a state runner-up, losing to East Bank in the Class AAA state final. He retired
from coaching in 1978 but then served as athletie dirgetor at Bellawre untl the vime of his death in 1984

He was OVAC Byseball Director fur many yeurs and also directed the conference’s mat champicnship
event

Along with his great coaching knowledge, Kovalick was also recognazed as a marvelous competitor,
meticulous organizer and a man with an enorenous capacity fur work

Bill Van Horne (Media)

Bil! Van Horme {Martins Ferey High School), was the dean of Ohio Valley sportse
writers during a bepenclary newspaper career that spanned 53 years
an Home was sports editer of The Times Leader for 25 yeans and the Wheeling
News-Register for 28 years, during which time he was recognized by s peers ax the
most informatinal and influental writer in Obio Valley history.

His work with the OVAC over the years was especially instrumental in the success
of the wrestling. track and field and créss-vountry, Van Home was the second recipient
of wresthng's "Mr. Mar™ Award in 1977 and” he also received the Calvin Giffin
Memorial Track Award

His columns, “Van Home on Spons.” were masterpieve cheenicles of the lives of
others, A gtant in his field and a role model for aspining writers. Van Home was admired
and respected for his integnity, dedication. faimess. kbowledge and compassion

Van Home's coverage and support for events like the Wheeling Distance Race inow The Ogden
\Tew;gaﬁcm 20K Classic, the West Virginia Tennis Open and the tnow defunct) Whtehnr_: LPGA Clissic
helped those events reach prominence in our area, His backing also was a factor in the popularity en‘{\yed by
the Wheeling lronmen, Wheeling Blues and Wheeling Thunderbirds {now the Wheeling Nilersi,
professianal finkball, basketbalt and hockey seams.

Numerous awards and honors wen: bestowed on Van Home The Upper Ohie Valley Dapper Dan Club
nimed hem Mart of the Year in 1993; he was selected as the West Virginia Sporswiter of the Year three times,
received the Gene Morchouse Memornal Awand for contributions 10 sportswriting throughoot the Mountvn
State, and he wis inducted 1o numerous habls of fame, Among those were the Wheeling Hall of Fame: the
Lau Holez Upper O Valley Hall of Fame; Ohie Basebal) Hall of Fame, Minur League Pro Football Hall of
Fame and the Whecling-Oglebuy Tennis Club Hall of Fame  He served us president of the West Virginia
Sperts Writers Association and was # member of the Football Writers of America. Bill was the first sports-
wriler from West Virginia to be elected o the Football Writers Bourd of Direetors. He alse served as state
chairman for the Heisman Trophy selection comminee.

Cal Pokas (Medis)

Cal Pokas (Bellaire High School) was another giant in the sports writing profession who
cui his eye teeth under Bill Van Home and develuped into ene of the areas true newspa-
per greals in hix own ng_}ﬂ:. i

ks, who died in 2000, was employed for 40 years at The Tiwes Leader, mcluling
2% memorable years fur Ohio Valley sports fans as the sports editor_He also wax assistant
sports editor, 3 Courthouse and polifival reponer and Martins Ferry City Ealitor. Even afier
his retirement. Cal continued 1o contribute (o his newu'par\-r s spurts piges with his week-
Iy “Eve on the Bucks™ column abuut Ohio State foatball. Pokas also persomatly saw to it
that sy of the so-called minor sports such as cross-couniry, track and volleyball,
received iheir share of coverage in his ncmgufr.
Pokas wis deeply interestedd in the OVAC € nuﬁhml Tis Giveer and he devored much
of his spare ume 1o serving on commiltees for the Rudy Mumley Charity Fooball All-Stue Classie, atong with
compiling standings for the footbal] and biskesball chamipionship races, He also served on a media relations com-
mittee for the bi-late league. . . X X
Pokas hiad a term as president of the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Assoviation, and was vommissioner of the Ohic
Valley Basehall League for 23 years. His interests in the community went beyosd the world of sports as Pukax
served on an advisory board for the Salvauon Army: was Belmoent County Chairman of the Multiple Sclerosis
Aswixciaion: and 1illé! @ seat o the Martins Ferry Civil Serviee Commission for 32 years umil his death,
Pukas” bonors were numerus. [n 1966 he was presented 4 Community Service Award by United Press
International. The Ohio Prep Sports Writers Assaciation named him Sports Writer of the Year in_ 1976 und he
given a Distinguished Servive Awand from the Otio Assucuation of Track and Field and Cruss Country Coaches,
Cab was selected to the Ohio Prep Spors Writers Hall of Fame and the UPI Spons Editors Association Hall
of Fame. He also received service awanls from the Ohio Valley Golf Cosches Assogiation, the OVAC: Ohio
Valfey Fomball Coaches Assovtation, Obito Baseball Hall of Fame: and he was honured o be presenied the firsy
Sporismanstup Ethics and [ntegriy dwand for the Eisiern Districe from the OHSAA, Pokas was a "Mr. Mar~
award hunoree at the OVAC Wrestling Toumament, along with being selecied for Betlaire High School's Wall
of S.am\s.le wis mhmcd as the Honurary Reteree for the Wheeling Park Track Classic because of contributuns
to Ohio Valley youth.

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Coaches)

Richeard L. "Dick” Potts finished his carcer as the Ohio Valley's pll-time winningest
basketbull coach with 584 career victories,

Inducted into the Ohio High School Hall of Fame in L1983 by the Ohio High School
Banketbal! Caaches Axsociation, Pours coached a tokal of 30 seasons, all of which where
spent in Monroe County. He began in 1931 at Bethel High School. His 1957
Blavkhawks came out of the Monre County hills at tournament time and advanced all
the way I the Ohin Class A state finals where they lost by a single peint At the time
the school hac! just 13 boys in grades nine through 12 and all but one of the male ste-
dents was on the basketball tear.

In seven years at Bethel, his leams won muore than 20 games five times, iocluding the 27-2 miracle wam
that played in the state tournament.

When the school wits taken imo the Skyvue consolidation afier the "58 campaign, Potts was named couch
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before muving on e River High in 1963, He remained at the
Pilots' helm through the 1991 season.

The former Hannibal High Schoul athlete was named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohie Paul
Walker Awand. given in memuory of Jerry Lucas™ high sehoul voach at Middletown, Ohie. Walker was thr
Buckeye Sute’s all-iime winningest coach.

The navy veleran, Putts wax the first OVAC coich 1o reach the S00-win plateaw in basketball, reaching that
goal with a win over Monrog Couny nval Woodsfield in 1983,

Considered 2 master strategist and teacher of the game, Polts may have been at his best duning entical
situations 1n post-season play. His teams won seven overtime lournament games, including 4 ning-OT win
achieved by River against Mongan in Class AA sectional play

Jim Foti Coaches)

Jim Foti was a basketball coach for 38 years and i head football mentor for 20
seusons. He atready has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia Sponts
Writers Associativn. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Cirroll University™s
Halls of Fame )

Fati, a nutive of Jamestown, N.Y.. came to the ared 1n 1942 after having cosched
Erie {Pa.) Prep. He couched busketball at Warweod. Wheeling Central Catholic and
Bellwre, Overatl, Fou posted 406 varsity basketball victories, all but 26 coming at
OVAC schools. He coached Warwood High o seven West Viginig rL'FmrulI champi
onships and his 1967 Viking squad won the state ticle. [n 1976, is final year as 2 head
coach and the last seasun before the Ohio County consalklzion, Foti's Vikings
advaniced o the stale wiumament semifinals before being eliminated. The 1973 teum played in the sune
championstnp pame. He had five W Vi Catholic wtle-winning wams a1 Wheeling Central and puided his
squads o OVAL champrinships an three divisions.

In 1943 Fot hiad 2 24.3 record team at Cemeal, which lost by o point while playing in the Eastern Catholic
champinaships hetd ar Newport, R

Fati » foutball coaching cureer procluced anothgr 124 vicories, including a 90-106-3 recond at Warwood,
where the Cliss AA school was suddled with Flaying ene of e muest competitive schedules in the area. His
1943 Wheeling Central football ream went 9-1 sad gained @ Steel BowT berth. where it fost a 20- 14 thriller to
Rochexter, Pa..at Steubenville ) .
mi;qgijlw coached semt-professional bisketoull for twe years as he directed the Wheeling Pyritans an 1947

Futi_ coached severaf sutstunding athletes during his disunlr:“'ﬂhed career. Amang the Central standouts
were James “Dubie” Dailer and Billy Gompers. both of whom went on to play st Nooe Dame: Jack
MueConvitle, Alubami; Pete Schuetz. Duguesae, and Paul Schuetz, Nurthwesiern, At Warwood Be had 2 nile
in the development of Chuck Howley, former WYL and Dallas Cowboys” great: Bob Dunlevy (WVUE und
buasketbill standouts Bob Ayers (WM. Bi'l Kennedy { Anzona State} and Greg Church | Army

Evan Reese (Ommicials)

Evan Reese (Follansbee High Schuol) served as an area high school and cullege
arbiter fur more than 500 years. He also uiticiated football in the Canudian League, the
United Football League and the West Virginia [ntercollegiate Athletic Conference,

Reese was OVAC Commissivner tor duth feotball and basketball ofticials and he
was president of the West Virginia Entercollegiate Athletic Conference (WVIAC)
officials in bath sparts. He worked numeruus state and conference tournament cham
pronship events throughout his tong and storted career

Reese also was o member of the West Vinginip Secondary Schools Activities
Commission Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Easterny District Boaed of
Foball and Basketbail Officials. For many years. he wits on the basketball rules committee in the Eastern
Distnict

Today ‘s Ohio Valley officials remember Evan as someone who had o tremendous influence on up-and
coming referees,
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Tim Spencer (Athlete - 1970s)

Tim Spencer (51 Clainwille High School, Class of 1979) ranks with the greatest
running backs ever 1o grace Ohio Valley high school gridirons, Spencer — wha plied his
traife for legendary coach George Strager — rushed tor some 3,144 yards acd 30 ouch-
downs, He scored 338 points daring his Red Devel gnd carcer.

Ax 1 semor, the Parade All-American gained | 670 yards and scored I8 iouchdowns
while his jumor nambers tolaled | 280 rushing yards and |8 wechdowns. Spencer's 1op
prep game came as a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns
against Martins Ferry, All weld. he scored ¥ poinls in that contest

He was avwarded AIMOMVAC and All-Obso football honors Tollowing s junior and
SENIOT Seuns

Spencer atsa played busketball and ran wrack for the Red Devils, excelling in the 100- and 200-meters.

After is prep days, Spencer matsiculated 1o Columbus o play fur Cowch Earle Bruce's Ohiv State Buckeyes

The -1, 210h-pouncler win a threesvear starter for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3553 yards
which still ranks thisd o Ohio State’s all-lime rushing charts

Spencer led the Big Ten in mushing as o senior with | 371 yards. eighth best m the nation. He was accended
All-Big Ten honors twice snd wis a secomb-team UPLAT-Amencan selection as a semor

He served as the Buckeves” co-captain as 2 senioe angd was voted the team MVP that year, He was also named
MVP of the Holulay Bowl as he rushed for 167 yards and two TDs 3 OSU's 47-17 win

Spencer was the secoral player selected in the United States Football League (GSFL) druft by the Chicage
Bllilltf .-\kfter a three-year USFL suint. he signed with the San Dicge Chargers where he started for four yeaes at
tullback

He ganed more than 5000 rushing yands and scored 45 touchdowns as o professional

Spencer served as Ohio State™s running backs coach from 1993 through the 2B} season, He left the
Buckeyes for an assistant™s role wath the Chicago Bears

Amy Gamble (athlete - 19805)

Ay Gambie ¢John Marshadl High School, Class of 1982) 15 one of the Ohio Valley's
greatest fenmle ahleres of afl time. Gamble excelled in three spens - basketball. track
and women’s handball.

She bevame Muarshall County's firt Olympian when she compeied with the US
Women's Hundbull Team in the 1988 Games held in Seoul. Koreu. Earlier, the US
Wamen were crowned as champicens of the Pan Amencan Games

Gamble was selected as the West Virgima Women's Baskerbali Player of the Year in
1952 afier leading Jobn Marshall (o the state Class AAA champienship. She averaged
23 pownts and L8 rebuunds on a 22+t recond team which avenged its only loxs by defeat-
ing Elkins in the state finals. Captain ot the All-Stte Team, Gamble was a two-time Class AAA first-team hon-
oree. She wis chosen AlOVAC and All-Valley three sirught years.

She was the first JIMHS girls” basketball performer to score more than § 000 poits and the initsal Monarch
athlete 1o have ber jersey retired. She seored | 498 cureer points. Gamble wis rnked as the No, 4 gy’
basketball player in the couniry her senior season when was named (o the Parade. Streer & Smtith and 15A
Today All-Amencan teams.

Reveuited by Tennessee, she played as a backup on the 1983 Lady Vols™ squad that finished as the NCAA
tournament ruaners-up, Jusmy 16 the Cheryt Miiler-led Southern Cal powerhwouse. She left Tennessee i the ¢ndd
of that seaon and transferred 9 West Virginia University but played just one season betore deciding to in
team handball

After her appearance 0 the Olympics, Gamble returmed to basketbalt and cnrolled at the Univenity of
Anzona Despite having just one seuson of eligibility remaining. Gamble was the team’s lealing scorer and
she carned Pacific- 10 Conference player of the week laurcls.

Her high schod rack career was also brillzant. as Gamble sel numerius invitativaal meet and OYAC records
in the shest put and the discus, She established all-time OVAC standards in both ¢vents amd wus a West Virginia
state chamgion in hoth events. She was a three-time All-Valley honoree

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete - 1980s)

Mirch Hanaahs iSkyvue High School, Class of 19851 was the epitome of a winner in
high schoel s the tweesport, four:year letierman sparked the tiny Golden Hawis to the
state tournament i bath basketball and basebatl.

In basketball. Skyvue made the OHSAA stine teurmament in Hannahs® junior and sen-
ior seasens. finishing as the Cliss A runnee-up in 1984-K5 He was selected first leam
All-Ohw ax 2 senior and second team as u junior and was a two-time fiest (eam All-
Eastern Disinct. AL-OVAC and All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree, He alsa partics
ipated i the Ohiv North-South AH-Star classiv tallowing a senivr sexson where the 5
19 guard averaged more than 33 points per game.

In buseball, the consi hituny and sure-handed shortstop helped the Hawks lo the
Ohia Class A state championship as a senior (19853 as well as the OVAC and PVC utles. He eamed first team
Qll-Ohin.AI[-Easlcm District. Al-OVAC and All-PV'C honors aed was selecied for the Ohio Baseball All-Star

cnes,

He also regeived All-Eastemn Distict, AIIFOVAC and AN-PYC accolades following his sophaemure ([9%3)
amd jumior § FYE4) seasons,

Alter graduation Hanngh:
advanced o0 the NCAA Di
Mayourd Post 666 1eam which
the regional mumament that season and won the Loutsville
wumament play

At Indiana State. Hannahs was 2 three-time All-Missoun Valiey Conference performer | 1987394 and was
an NCAA Division | All-Amenican fellowing s sentor year { 19897

He wan o [6th rourd draft pick of the Milwaukee Brewens. playing in their furm system from [989-93
Hannahs i currently athletic director and bead baseball coach af Lincoln Trael College in Robinson. Minors.
He previously coached for seven years at his alma mater - Indiama State Usiversiy.

ledd off a rare “double” when hus yatlege teamn - lndiana State Univeraty -
on [ Callege World Series in 1986 and that same season. he played for the
vanced 10 the Amencan Legion World Series. Hannahs wis voted MVP of

Siiuggcr Award for the faghest bating average in

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete - 1980s)

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Wellsalle High School, Class ot 1987] 15 beleved by many
Wellsville resubents o e one of the greatest athletes in the schoul's history, attested 10
by her induction as a member of Wellsville High School's Athletic of Fame inaugural
Class of 204,

During her high schoal carger, Pullie-Stokes vollected 15 first-place fimshes at the
annual Cat Giftie OVAC Track Champioaships and she was selected as the area “Track
Athlete of the Year™ three tmes. She also camed bath All-Valley and All-Easiern Districl
laurels tour umes each, She was & twa-time long jump champion at the Ohio high school . }
state meet and was a runner-ap in the 200 metens.

En volleyball, she wis wwice selected as the team MVP and eammed All-Area {three
limes), Afl-Eastern District {Lwice ). and All-OVAC (lwice). Three limes she was namwd 1o the ALl-Columbiana
Counly team,

Tn basketbail. she led the 1987 Ludy Tigers 10 he state finals. Her 27-1 record Wellsville tcam enaled one
of the nation’s longest baskeiball strgaks at 108 when the Tigers deteated West Holmes in tournament play. She
scored more than | AN puints and collected more than PP R00 rebounds while helping the Tigers 1o a three-
yeur recond of 66-8, Putlie-Stokes was chosen OVAC “Player of the Year™ that season and was a twoetime
All-Chic hunoree. She also camed All-Valley and All-Anea recogmition three limes each on the hardwood.

All wid. she won 11 varsity letters and was selevied a5 the Amenican Legion 1987 Ohio State “Athlete of
the Year™. She went on w play collegiate busketbull i Ohio State and was o member of the 1989 Buckeyes®
sguad that won the Bag Ten Conterence championship. She gained personal honors when in 1990 she was
selected o Ohio State’s best defensive player. icam MYP and Big Ten honerable mention. Twice. she was
designated as the confecence s player ol the week

Additienally. Pullic eamed a gold medal with the North Team in the 1989 LIS, Olympic Festval, hekd in
Norman, Okla.

Geno Ford (Athiete - 1990s)

Geno Ford (Cambridge High School, Cliss of 1993) achieved sthe ultimate honor
of u high school bisketball player in the st of Ohiv when he was selected “Mr,
Basketball” following his sentor season

The 3-8 sharpshoater finished a stellar four-year career with the Bobeats us Ohwo's
second all-time leading scorer with 2,68 points which alse stands 4s the OVAC's
all-nme high-water mark

Fard's name also appears in the OHSAA record book in the toltowing cawegories.
284 free throws mike in o season §1991-92), fira 2ll-nme; 697 frez chrows made in
a career [19%9-93), first all-time: snd 928 pownts in a season {1991-92), seventh
all-time.

Playing for his father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno earned All-Ohto Division
11 first 1eam accolades fullowing both his junior and senior seasons, He was alse a iwasime All-Eastern
District Division 1L ~Player of the Year™ and two-time All-OVAC Class A first team pick.

Ford went on to become a four-year letlerman at Ohio University, eaming All-Mid Amercan
Conterence second Leam honers us a junier {19961 and firs team plaudits senivr {1997). He 15 the fifih
all-time leading scorer a1 OU with 1,752 points. One of the mast popular players at OU. Ford helped the
Bobcats 1o one NCAA and oae NIT appearance during his career.

Following graduation. he served as a graduate assistant {1998-99) and assistant couch (1999-2001 | at
Ohis Universily, was head coach for one season at Diviswn 11 Shawnee State Universuy (20001-02),
teading his team o a 2214 record and eaming American Mideast Conference “Coach of the Year™
hoawrs: served s an assistint coach at Kent State University singe the 2002-03 season

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Stephanie Petho (Aclete - 19905)

Stephanie Petho (S1 John Central, Class of 1992) remains the measunng stick for
female baskerball greutness in the OVAC.

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary reswrote the St John Central and OVAC
scoring books during her career on Guernsey Steget. The 5.7 sharpshooter finished
her four-year career with 2.667 points which is first in conferenge annals and sull
ranks sixth in the state of Chio.

Petho was accorded first-team All-OVAC all tour years. The Bellaire natve
earned All-Chio honors three years, culminating by being named the state s Division
IV “Player of the Year™ following u séason in which she averaged a staggering 37.1
points a game

As i purrior, she 1allied 35 9 puints per game in keading her Lady Irsh teammates w 2 22-3 record a berth
in the OHSAA regwmal oumnament. She was named first tearn AN-Obno after scoring %11 points thal
winter alune. Petha twive cracked the 50-point plateau in a game. scoring 37 against Shadyside and 56
against Toronio.

The 1wo-year starter at the University of Piusburgh camied St. John Central (0 four OVAC champi-
onships in basketball and an overall 75-16 recurd. Petho wis o one-spurt wonder. also staering i vol-
leyball and track during her prep career. She earned AN-OVAC sn vulleyball her junior and senior years.

T track. Petho s one of the valley's all-time greal throwers, eurning five OVAC gold medals in the
weight evems — theee in the discus and two in the shot put. Petho wossed the platier a school-record
121-7 en mute o a regional championship and a thicd-place showing in the state meet as a junior,

She capped ber high schoal caneer by being numed co-valedictorian of her senior class and she went on
to become an Academiv All-American at Pitt. While there, she led the team in scoring in the 1994-93
season, becume the carer free throw pescentage leader {%1.4) and is 141h on the all-time scoring list

Rudy Mumiley 10VAC Family")

Rudy Mumley (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). It Rudy Mumley's heart was
reasured by the size of his love for his fellow men and wemen. it never could have £t
inside his boxdy.

Mumley., an educator, s strator, itarian. dyoamic ogganizer and charity
fund-rarser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohice Vafley in many ditterent, but special
ways, He was a two-time president, charter member of the conference’s Foundation
Burard, ~served on the foolball and basketball comrmittees and was the orgamizer and long
liene game director of the Ohio-West Virginiy Charity Foatball Classie. The mid-sum
mer all-stac football clash was renamed in his hooor in 1986, He atsa served as OVAC
president dusing the [967-68 school year To help the game get off the ground, Mumley
unve muartgaged his home 10 achieve the financing needed for the inaugiral GYAC-sponsored contest in 1972
He alse was a great supporter of the OVAC wrestling wrmament

A graduate of uld Wheeling High School and West Libeny State College with a master™s degree from
Wi 6 Mumley served i the Asr Force during Wordd War [Eand was recalled during the Korean conflict
He taught at Powhatan. Shadyside and Smilhfield High Schools beture being apposnted principal at Warren
Cnnmﬁdatcd High in Tiltamvville in 1964, Ry later served as principal at Yorkville High. Later, when the
Buckeye Local Schoal Disteiet was formed, be became principal at Buckeye South and remained there untit
his retirement in 1974,

Mumley, who was bom in 1918 and died in 1999, also provided great service (o the Upper Chio Valley
Dupper Dan Club und his colleye alma mater, West Liberty State. Rudy was a member of the Dapper Dan
Buard ot Directors tor some 25 years and was banquet voechaimman six limes. AL West Liberty, he eamed a
rare hanor as u non-athlete when he was inducted into the school s Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985 He was pres-
ident of the Hilltoppers™ Alumni Assoviation and the Foundation. Amuong the numérous honors be seceived
include; the Robert McKelvey Awand and Man of the Yeur honoes from the Dapper Dan Club; WLSC Gold
and Black Achicverment Awurd and the College President’s Award, along with the Warwood Lions Club’s
Citizen of the Year Awand in 1981




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Agnes Timmons (OVAC Family")

Aprtes Tinmmtons (S0 High Scbenol, Chiss of 1892, This Oglogenarian started coach-
m,' pickup girls’ bashetball wams at Barnessille High Sehod i 1996 when there were
ictivied pirls' prograns fur member schonls ll the VAT, She wim 2 girk

I educaton wacher at she e, altee havang graduaied trom Denan Utisersiy i
ilte. Ohio
“Timnwns convidered it part of hee job as a phys e wacher e ongmee whatever athletic
i she could beciuse I'n.‘ wiinted the girs In ave sumy wmpu: aml expreriene the
o playing arganized sports, She would j Join with wachers e other schionls i the
2 interested in doing the sume thing 1o schedule wames. Thes alvo had ns hirg theirown
b sind pm\ ide Irnspuortition o the game i,

Tainintg o tamily, Afker having four children. she netumed ks ber

ire it voieched \nlluh.sll and binketball even though it

winn ll.llll|| Juneal I‘J?‘th.l( Tie , dennnlisny eygus |I~|mr|\up|mnum|su for gazls. She was ashed

by then OVAC exeontive seeret, v 1 Bt and serve i director of the i conlesese wollea ball

mpiomship tocrmament which was hebd i Bameswille High Timnwns coached bashetball and 16k unol well

i e 1R, but contued her duties with the mlluh.nll teant il her retszenient From teaching in 1949, She

Al waached sollball tor e s car when her daughier Pliayed becatse the takented 3outh al wanted wampet

s amemberof the track i Neld . The shool disindt would unly pernm thin ulh.tppun U immsns coiched
D apurts. which <he did

Evett ooy, Tiemmons remiins close 1o the Bamesvalle athletic progrim: Through this past seion shie seeved o
b announeer Jor the Shaummcks” o s and s bashetball games, s well as forche home votleyball macches She
ahwr s been the annvuncer am pan of the commiliee Tur the OVAC volley ball tiumament for iver 30 vears. Last
wittier, the then 3ik-ye as cadled back inte the coeching rinks when Bamesville needed someone
1 help vat with the woll ity vees amd thoroughly enoyed the experivnye

Her imch teams were perenntal cunteniders fur OVAC gitls amd everl \nlln.\h.nll teatns advanived 1o the distnit

=

Doug Huff oiedia)

Doug Heff (Magnoli; 8 AN
Tas bevn w Sty ~inee the age of 12, hi |II\(
Derstesvar, i weehls pagpwer i bin home twwvn, Fiufl j Il.lJ fn infe
spurts editor in 16T, position he held until (975 when be win n.mu.d ~(
~ports editor. reminming in than position ursl his retiremeetin 14909, e pm\l(lll\h Wil

sports editor od the Fivesort fimes and worked onche sperts stil’ of the Duminion

News i Morguimn

While the sports chiel of Fie farelfigencer, 1l orsimaged  All-Valley Bu'u
Baskethidl and Baselsill selections in 196X, plus she OV ALl Pons Schon
.\u:ll‘\i\ and the ALOV Scholac-Athlere selections. He umlplh.d Ohio Valle;
m.un[\ Terr foolbalt, bawketbiadl and bischiall
Stnge 19T he o Been e Bxeeu Spurh Writers

wiition .asurb.m previcashy served as the presiden chaimum, Hudt alsois
on e Board o Dsrectors of the Fooiball Wrilees Assoctiion of Americi and the National Sponsinters &
Sparts Wagers Assw 2

Among the numerous Bonors he ha
o Famme §EYL ST TS w LT ©

Reed Lite Adsievement Award 1194
LI W Yo Spons Wnters Aok
Club™ Robert MoKy vy Aswand £ 1HH)

Tle i the .|u(|||!| Sports in West Vinangt.
School Foatbadl and Bashetball Revord Books { 20 -2
TV And Engoy 107 Since 1975, he has been ochigh w
and compilés Their pre-seasot. sehoul ALl Aferica teams Jur toathal, boys” Bmhethall and baseball
Although retined trem The Intell, he continues I sebmit o much-nead iend t.rljil\v.‘d weekly column. Doug il
serves s e nataoml Guikags and tecords editer for Siudent Sports Tne.. and coordinaies tootball and oy~
baskethall selections for Parde and FA Sports.

;7

ved include: mduction ima the Naional Thgh Schoot Spores 1Tl

N Jonurmdisn 1
1 A ligh Schl ABleie Boosers Lile Achicyement Asard

Murchoase Award 119925, Uppee Ohio Va ey Dapper Dan

\ ]’Murl.ll ”I\lllr\ 9195 and alwo ot the National thgh
J o 1o Watek Sports om

ung edior of Sureet and Smuth magasine

Bob Burton (Couches)

Robert W, (Hob) Burton i Magnolia High School, Chiss ol 19570 coached several
sports b Paden City High 8 hool, but i mwst remember for 2 apad Ix-vear
career s head s basketball couch § 19632103 b where he amassed a1 revord of
354-327.

Buring his wenung, the Wikduats won 21 sectional championships: L regional
titles; Finished as state runnerup twice 11972 and 82 and caplured the Wes
Vieyinia Cliss A ¢hampionship iwice 17973 sl "875 Paden City had 28 winning
seisons under Busn, including nmn. 20-wits vampaigns, and won tive OVAC Class
A championdips (1471, °75, 3

Burtan received the Wt Virg
ONVAC AL S1ar Basketball Clas
in 1987, He was w memsber of the West Yirginis
Commitee and the OVAC Raskeball Commiteey.

Burton alwes served asintant cuach in Football i Paden City for 18 years, serving on the Wildeats'

stlf during pwo ste champeonship seasons (19700 and 799 coiwhed trock Tor more shas 30 years
winting several OVAC Class A and In ¢ championships, coached cris country Tor
wears and golf for une seavons: wins asistant binebal | coach for thrge seurs, and spent more than o decade
s athletie darector,
i athlere, Buron wis i threesport ihlees a0 Magnalia, caring all-West Virginis hoaues in fithall
i 1935 AL the cellege level, he was alar i three-spon pertormer. Playang Football at Kent State Univeraiy
and then toothall, basketball and winis afier trnsterring o West Liberty State College where he srduied
in 1961 He then recerved i tastes™s degnee in edugation from Wt \lrl.l University in 1908,

George Strager (Coaches)

Geurge Steeger i MeRKeespoet, Pa, High School Clis o 19430 hin ofien been called
e “dean™ of Ohie Vatley high schied Tootball comches thanks 101 highly suecesslul
carver that spanned some 38 years 1 19MEXTE a0 Tive ditferent schoals. He posied a1
carcer coaching record ol 246 wins, IS Bosses o 15 ties whic® stood as the all-lime
valley record unisl eclupaed in 04 by Jay Caosta el WondsTield. Manrog Ceniea

Strger's coachung cancer began in 1930 at ty Sisteraalle High Scmol, compiling
a 422243 record inwey s shere s leadin ‘
Clss A in (953, e mosed on i
Tour sears as neiwd Imlb.:ll .md h.h&-.(b.nll Uy ml: L AYE Gt
aron and Jeiwlia i ('l

m.d 1w utidefyaed segelr
the inagural Sesl ¥
meed that b o wim e cronn, Up
#2302 recond
a1 §969, (urnisg his trademark “belly seres”
il teams prsied Lhiee andclicated senens § 1969 At 86 ek
lhs I‘N‘ YU al g the sehonl s Bt-vver 1rap te the OHS AN pliy TS and the 1986 eam advanced ithe
stite sentmals before losing o heart-treaker 1 Chigran Falls Kenston
rager s wp oo incloded iduction o the Ohic | Schoal Fpotball Coaches Hall of Fame in
1yus: Ohis \’;ltlc\ Euotball Coaches Asoctstion Halt of Fane inB<9 1 selection as OVAC Coavh ol the Year
in 1979 and "87; and recognion by the Dappes D Club ol the U p};'n.r Ol Valley 1 1992 He alsecouched
in the OVAC A Star ¢ h.m(\ Fawithill Clisic twice {1972 and '%

A rldu.llc of Sulem Coliege. s T pitssed away in IS0, but s nemony Tives oi i the Jom of the
ger Memorial Foochall Caungs and Sch itrshup Pm;_..mm i well ins 1y “George Strager Evening
w nh1hc Suar dinner held in cunjunction with the OVAC Chiarity All-Star Fuatball Clssic,

| 'I1|c 962 e bt |n( I\.nrlnlnn C
une, bt the e year Strger’s @
111

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos (Coaches)

Jodear Curky™ Veotsox { Muntens Fomy High Schoal Class of 19461 net only initizted
Wi sport ul wiesthig s his alma mater. he quickly established hineetl s one ol e
prembes map couches i conferenee histuey .

Vs zmided the Purple Rider -rlpph.h trom [957T- (s.\
coneeulive OVAC T g
Diserict Touenament titles., 1is weama Ninishal satked in the lop I(Jm the <le qurumc-.
TI930, 760, 63 and 64 and the best fiash at the sate ourmsment was 2 tikh place
chiort in 1960

During &iv e, Veotsos ciached 41 OVAC champaens and 31 Dhi
Towmamen: quadifiers. meluding W stake plave-winers and sne stale campion
petinder Juhies Seurdas @ 1961 Fere s dual meel seovnd dunng the Veotaes peaes was 85:20- 1, including
anbseaten seisoms in 19l g '67,

il Enbctee e the M
ent ol the OVAC Wrealing
¢ .

i Fery High School Weestlimg Hall of Fame in 19K and the 1978
ornaments "M Mat, A . he served s woumament dirggtor Tor the
telding the cuaching post

ch. Vieitsos wars alfser o gssistang in foatball and ek foe the
s ik of thage conseetive wndefeated sesans (1959

 head wrestling
Purple Riders. He wis o the fuochafl stadt duri
61y and foar OVAC ¢hampionships (o (963)

As anathlete, he was

aod basketball an Manins Permy, I Tootball, he was
aventer linebacker under | o pliying center amd linebiscker un the 1444 imd "43
OVAC chiamprunship squids., Bonurs i @ senior. He played guard in bhasketlafl
andur ceaches Flosd Baker and Ra ph(s.lrm.f Adeer serving in the anmy, Vietsos gn snendid West Liberty
State College. grwduammy n 1931, e was a three n'\.n\zt) fotbial] plaser Fr the Hill wppers and amem
I of two undeleated wams tat pliyed in bosd games (Smokey Moumain Bus and Pyihien Buwly,

Chester Grossi «Ofciis)

Chester Grossi (Weir High Schood, Class of 1990) began ofTiciing i 194]
iy W be drarted ” wito ol : by felluw Ronoree Walier |l becise G nlh
waals bl been Jost due to the militany dralt.

i Jove ol sprorts v him eiier thy wirrkl of olTic
in bushetball ool el £ retired from oiliciating in 1987 afier 45 years, During
b werkesd o district and segional foumament s as wellas 14 shale
I aned 12 spae firs bl T il worked severi Wl
halic State bashetball wmd tootbalf ¢ an wellas 2ams in thye
Wost Virginza Inercollegiate Athletie Conlereng e, He
in u life member of the bhiu Valley Buitrd 1 and thg West Virgd wiehyll
and Basketball Otlictaly’ Assoctiras 97 recipient of the ©3V, \( N Rnlxn D son Oty
Award and wis honored by the Upp.." Ol .lllu Dapper [xan Club.

As i athlete a, Weeir, Gromst played fiwaball for tlkl\.‘l “arl Hamill from 1936- 3¢ and during that ime. e
Redd riders won 27 sieight sanwes He secenved a fimthall scholarhip 1o West Liberty Stawe Callege where be
plaved for Coach June Bareell in 1941 and aiter Wirld Wi 1

The eraduied from \\ull ibernty with i bachelor's degree in poditival swience, returning o Weir High Schoul

duciition feld o enter e the investment and IS binsings
iizinis nl\ fk i |m.\|do.n| ul the \\um nu.m

ool imly aa Goathal), bu ako

.mv.l sery m.

r\.\ldLS'll. ﬂl 5] )I\ ] munh..r ol the Pusind ot the Upper Uhlu \.lllu
wuneil 3734 Kmizkis of Columbus and an |I1|u.r W their Pounh
Iite membier of Plhl 100l the Anerican Lesion; boart mensber of Camp Fire GSAL the Weirton
s 1 member ol the et Libeny Stae College Foundation™s Finance (nlnmlllu.. Hald ol Fame
Commiitece., Hilltoppers Athlet Club and s lile wember of the Alumni Awsocii

Fie wi indueted inte the West Biberty State College Hall of Fame and was !mnurul by the Wt Virginia
Northern

Walter Heil (omicias)

Walter feif (Bellaire 1igh, Class ol 19235 was regarded as une o the deuans of
Ohio Valley oificiating thamk~ w o career diat spanned some 38 scars aned invelved
three spans,

He begare i i baschall umpire m 1926 then addded Toothadl an 1928 and bishetball
i ing up his whistle at the age of 62,
h sehoel, collegiae amd profes-
Schonil Stane Tournamenis. five
u Citholic High Schosl Stne Toormaments and three West Virginia
aie Athlenc Conterence Tournaments. Hy absa officiated m e semi-pre
[ Foball League, which leatured the Wheeling Inninen.
member of the Ohin Vadley Boasd af Ofticials, the West Vieginia Olficials Association sms the
Inermationmad Association of Approved Basketball ofli and was

hunored Tar length of service by cach of these erzanizations
e s active sfticial . Heil .mumul the tale al gannzsskaner of both basketball and oo
s tur the Ohio Valley Athletic Conterence. w position he hekl from 1965.70

The ware a whener member of the Beflaire High Aablete Wall of Fame aml the 1998 recipicot ul’ the
CIVALTS Roben BDawson Olfvials i and

Vel sanrhad or Wenron Steeh ©orporation and wis o resideni of Yorkvilke undl his deh i 1970,

Alex Groza (ahlete - 19405}

Sclinwid (]

Adex Corpza {Manins Ferry i s 1YY This el T 220-pounder
wd the Pumple Riders o o straight nikdeteated regular seasons in Disketiall i 1o
1he Ol statg wourgantent bath sears, Sartins Ferrs finished 2400 in 1943 5ad 26-1 te
tollowing wason. The Purple’ Riders won the fire OVAC Class A7 bashethald
champicnsbip in 1944 s e swored avalley record 628 poants Gk iter roken
b 200 OVAC Hadl ol Fame inductee hen Alessar, Groza scored 41 s Tilomslle
He win mlerence and all-Ohio Sist-igatit selegiun
Adey win the gy scer aed sebauiler on e Universily of Kentucky s “Fabalous
Five.” which won bick lo-hich NCAA Itles m (945 and '39, with Groza bemg mamed
the gmmament MVE both years, He was o ibree-ume alf-Southeasem Conlereney
chotee and iwo-timg gonsisus All-Ameriean, He set 22 mdividual SEC reconds, Grozis still Riskoe seventh
v Kentucky ™ all-gmie searang lise with 174 points, Ades's jersey number (151 was reimed by the sehonl
(lmrl andl four sl his Uk teiinmanes = Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Clitt’ Backer and Kenny Rolline —
El N .u lhu l vndon (mmu n I'HH Girosis, i 199, wam nand the flelis
ationwide pall of sports weiters select-
lltm Aley win vhusen i one of the five op-rated bishesbadl players
d 225 poirtts in EH) poa ganes weh the Dnedsamapotis Ol mpéns o 1950 and
Kb Cullege Trom 1454 through (966, The schoal i never won i bisherball
v lenure. He et the Knighes wothe Kensucky Intercollegine Athlene Conlercsee

\In.ls\ al'the
LG avels
ST comched Bellarmi
sEmpueship before Grog
sular scison and wwni
Groz lawr seroad
Colones betore Becomi
then ~erved as

Dutsingss mamiget ansh then gaasisd W the presadent oof the ABAS Kentucky
nerel marager o e San Dicgo Conguitacdars untl the Mancisw tolded He
siomal 1 lllc\h.nll Team for one year bedire joming Rey mlds Metals m 977 s

v died of e caneer ahis Boanwe i San Diego on January 21, 195




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Chuck Howley (atblcte - 19505)

Charfes L. “Cliuek™ FHowley (Warwoud High School, Class of 1954) was a first team
all-West Vinginia and all-QVAC tackle i 1953, He Jettered in fontball, basketball and
buseball Asa ger, he also competed for an ind Jent All-Americaboys  gym-
nastics ;mu{.

The Weat Viggma Liniversity graduae v sill te only Mounwineer ahlete to leter o
five spors —loatball, gymmastics, wrestling, track and swimming, In football he played
guard. venter, and Jinebacker while ¢aming All-Southern Conference faurels three
strarghi vears. Also the long snapper on spevial teams, Howley wis selected as a thind-
tearn All-Amencan his semor veéur. Howley, a1 6-2, 220 pounds, was ¢ 1 w be
one of the fastest Saemen in W VL hisiory, He started in lﬁme cellege all-star games —
East-West Shrine Gare. Seruor Bowl and the College Footbal All-Sue Game He letigred for the
Mountaineers on the trampoline tn gymaasites, o heavyweaght m wresding, sprinter amd weighiman in mck
and 2 diver in swimmang. In 1957, Howley was selected ax the West Virginia Amateur Athleie of the Year.

He was an SFL finst-round dratt choice {1958} f the Chacage Bears = only 1he third Mountaineer select
ed i the opening Tound, Fe played 2 vear and a half in Chicago before being sidelined by 4 senous Knee
njury. Howley was back home in Wheeling working at a gas station in 1961 when the expansion Dalas
Cinwboys iruded two draft picks Tor him. The ex-Bear decided e give it one more try and woeund up staring
at autside lenebucker 12 years tor the Cowboys. eaming all-pro taurels six times. He starred in two Super
Bow's, The 1971 game saw Howley inleevept two passes and recover 1 fumble w0 ¢am MVYP honors 10 a
613 lows 1o the Balumore Colis. He remains the only plaver un a losing team 1o be selevied as the Super
Bowi’s most valuable player [n 1972, he helped the Cowboyx win Super Tinwl ¥1 over the Miumt Dolphins
by wntercepung a Bob Griese puss to s¢t up a touckdown .
Haowley is 2 member of the West Virgini Sperts Writers Associion, WYL, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls of fame

Dick Miller (athlete - 19505) 5

Dick Miller {Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Cliss 1952) was a firt-team all-
state and all-OVAC performer in basketball three siraight years while performing for the
Maroon Knights. Miller led Central Catholic t the conference and West Virginia Cathulic
championships all three seasons. sconng | 593 poists duriag 2 slellar high schoul career.
His thirec-yer scoring average was 11 4 poinis per game. His vareer point tnal stood for
51 vears uptil st was Eesm! by David Contraguerro. s four-year Tetterman for the Miaroon
Km%hla Contraguerro’s 7evond wis luter oppled by a Central girls”  busketball great,
Kayleen Fitzsimmons, Miller also had a game high of 3 poinis in & West Virgimia-
Kenweky All-Star Game. leading the Maountaineer teum 1o zn K1-80) VICIory
Williamson . Twice, (1951 and 'Sﬁ._.\diiler_w:‘n chasen as the sue’s baskerball plaver of
the year. He also was  standout performer in tootball and aseball in high school He was
a™T" formation q;:nerback s i Football pedormer and a shorstop/patCher on the baseball team.

Recruited by the Univensity of Wisconsin on a basketball scholarship, Maller was the Badgeny starting puint
guard for two years. Nicknamed ~The Cat” becawse of his guickaess, Dick averaged |9 points per pame n Big
Ten play. oppinyg the 3)-point mark three trmes during his visreer. in 1956, he se1a conference recerd For the mest
congecilve free throws made. converiing 24 in a row’over Lwo consecutive games. Miller alseexcelled 4s a loor
leader und defensive plaver. He was vited as the team MVP his senior year. Although dratied by the New York
Knicks n 1936, Miller chose to play AAL busketball. He was voted 1o the AAU Ail-Amenica team after pantic-
lq;llln : 10 the Natonal Toumament held in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Allen Bradley Team to 3 fourth
place Timish, Miller played 1w seasons wath the Phillips Oilers in the National Industrial Basketball League and
one season in the Tidewater Baskeiball Associion where he averaged 22 paims per game and was voked the
league's MVP tor the 19263 season .

iﬂ Ler played baseball une vear wt Wisconsin. hitting .333 aml playing second base. Becuuse  <houlder infury
in high school limited his throweng, abality, he gave up baseball aher une season 1o concentraie on basketbal

is athlesic career the continaed in 4 diffeérent sprt as be wook up handball (four-wall) and in his finst year.
he won the North and South Carolina Open Singles Champenship, He went on to win numerous singles titles
throughout the Scoutheast. lncludinF wwo natiosal xingles age group championships, He finally ended his com-
petitive career tn 1996 al the age of 62

Mike Sherwood (Athlete - 19605)

Mike Sherwood {Belluce High School, Class of 1967}, This soft-spoken athletic
great rates with Bellaire “)'%;P s abl-time stalwarts i both fooball sod basketball

He guarterbacked the 1966 Big Reds o a 9-1 season as a senwr for coach Don Aclt
1t rematns srguably ong of the best prep and eams 1o Ohio Valley Bucory. Shenwood
led the OVAC with 20 TD passes that laIFus he comgpleted 73 of TIO passes for a 664
percentage and amissed more thare 1 4000 vards with only four inferveptions.

He was just as impressive on the handwood for legendary vcoach Claire Cribbs, The
sweet-shooting 6-1 guand was a two-year statter for the Big Reds andl surpassed the
lﬂl!—pnnx&lmeau while eaming AllOhiv honaors. He averaged 25.3 points a game in
leading the Bip Reds wa 174 recond. As a junior, be averaged 35 pmnl.\g)er game. He

swred in a career-high, and school-record - 5% points against Guemsey Street rival St
vhn Central. He was also selected) fur the Ohio North-South Baskewball Classic .

Fotlowang his illustrious prep career. Sherwid accepled o foocball sebolacship o Wese Virginia

University n&'hc ¢ his Eather earlier pluyed Afwr mmpe:inﬁ un the trexhman team, he staned at guanerbixck

ns. As a sephomuoe. Te passed for some 200 yands while esiabl shm% a school recard with
aanst rval Pin, completing 27 of 37 passes. He finished ihe year ranked [Tth in the natwon, aver-
ame. The Mountznecrs went T-3 that Fall. Sherwood led the Muuntaineers w a
23-T e . including 2 10-1 mark and a Peach Bowl win his senior season, He still mnks
amume WV career Teaders in gl nfﬁ‘nsci‘{m yards. pass completions and atterpis, TD passes, pass-
g efficiency and completion percentage. He was selected 1w play in the 1970 Blue-Gray Game and wan
el E Rud‘k'er\ Award the sarme year. Sherwed was also setected AR-East by UPLin [970_A member of
the All-Time WYL [450-69 Era tedm, Sherwood was inducted into the WYL Spurts Hall of Fame in 1997

After araduation, be stayed on at WVU and was 3 graduate assisant for Bobby Bowden and Frank
Cignetti. Fle went 10 Bethany College w serve as offensive coordinator from 197478 under hus high school
cudach. Don Ault. Sherwood returmed 1o his prep alma maigr, serving as the Big Reds’ heal coach from 198k
84, registering a 26+12:2 record. He was named Eaxtern District Cogeh of 1he Year in 19%2. He becume the
school™s athdetiv director in 1984 and is currently the high schaol principal.

i

Terry Snively (thlete - 19605)

Terry Snively (Powhatan High School, 1966). This #ll-round athlete stamed in four
sports Tor the Indisns, He established an_ Ohiv Valley football modern single seasc
record by amassing 222 points, including 35 wuchdowns, his senior season._ Thy C-
funted runnng ¢ Is with 39% career points. Snively was named Chios UPI
Class A Back of the Year in 1965. He was an All-OVAC hondree as a junior and senior
while gu:l_'ncnnﬁ' All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley lwrels

Captain of the Indians” football, baseball and track warms. He also was a four-year let-
terniin in basketball, sk three seasons. Snively averaged better than 24

vinls a game in each o b seasuns and finished hix carcer with 1,146 points.

e wis third team AL-Ohio as a semor and first team AT-OVAC as g junior and senior

Sprngtime at Powhatan spw Spively doe double duty, starring in biaseball and truck,
He was 3 talented pitcher and outtielder in the diumond ~a]pm1 for four years_He hell X
the Indizns to-a paze of Ohte state toumarent berths, inclkading winneg the stae Crass A cromwn in his Fresh-
man s¢ason when he baued 315 as leadofi hitter. Powhatan Pﬂ"h laundched a track pecgran n his sophomane
season. He way the OVAC L-yard, 200-yard and long jumg ¢ am})inn a5 2 junior and qualified tor the state
meet in the 1¥), He holds the schoul records in the | flﬂ.. F(234) and long jump (19:5)

Afer b slored tour-sporl prep career. he swecepled # football scholarship o West Virginiz University. where
he wax an impact player signsive backfield ax  three-year starter. He was sélected o the All-Tiene
WYL 1950-69 Era team. . R .

Afler caming bis WVL diploma. be opted w remaun in athletics in hiy native Ohio Valley. Swively eut his
couching teeth i Bellmre Hlt'g Dunny his sux-year stint with the Big Reds, be was a football aidé 1o Suke
Olsavsky and served as head asketba! qul baseball eoach for five yeurs, He led Belfaine i par of section-
al crowns in boops while %gnmg a district title (1974) and OVAC .unﬁl_nrl\h_'l'g(;l??ﬁ) in buseball Snl\v"ell}‘
matngculated ki Shadyside High as head basketball cuireh fur two vea is 197h- 3

Th-77 team won a dsstrict
and OVAC crown. I 1hat season, he wis named dixtrict coach of the vear. Snively left Tigerwwn for River
High_ where he served as head football voach fur 25 seasons, During that guarter of a century, his 1997 eam
went )0 and won an OVAC title while his teams made the Ohic plavoffs m 1993 al 1997 Snively coiched
n the OVAC All-Star Game twice while also coaching the Ohio North-South Gamet in 1994, In 204, Snively
received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl Hamll Award.

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Athiete - 19705)

John Filliez (Magnolia High School, 19733, The fint OVAC athlete to eam All-W. Va
first 1eam honors 3o foutball, basketball and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving
record al Marshall University.

Nicknamedd “Fuzzy™ because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles' wide receiver
defensive buck led the Ghivo Valley in pass receiving yanls bis Sast bwo seisons and ended
his career with B I catches for 1434 yards and 16 touchdowns in regular season play. In
his senor seasen, Magnolia went 10-2 with a state Class AA runserup finish 1o
Ravenswosd

He tcamed with Magnolia's all-state quarterhack 8-an Book to lead the W, Va. All-
Stams b a victory over Ohic in the anngal OVAC All-Star game at Wheeling Island.

In basketball” the puard averaged 19 points a game and eamed all-state honors after the Blue Eagles were
sue "AA” runnerup e Gary.

1n baseball. the outtielder batted 352 and completed his all-styr witec with All-Valley. and all-state
hewwwors in three spurts

Recruited for tootball by Marshall, West Virginia. Virginia Tech. Pitt and Peon State. the 5-11, 175-pounder
signed early with WYL, but opted for Marshall where he led the Thundenng Hend in pass receiving for four
strght years und set school records with 168 catehes for 1954 yards and 14 TDs. His reception Kkital ranked,
at the 1me, etghth amung all-ime NCAA Division | reveivens, Stanting four years, he set a then-NCAA recond
by vatching passes in 42 straight games. He breke the mark set by Heisman Trophy winner Juhnny Redgers
from Nebriwka. Automwbile bumper slickers supporting the police showed up at Hend games. where they had
a difterent meuning They read. "I Love the Fuzz.” The team co-captain was 3 Iwa-time All-America honor.
able mention choice and  Tirst team Xational Independent All-Sar konoree

Filliez also was sclected as the state Amateur Athlese of the Year in 1976.1n 1985, he was inducied wiw the
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. Fillicz curvently resides in Defaware, Ohio.

Lance Mehl (athiete - 19705)

Lance Mehl {Bellaive High Schouod, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for
the Big Reds. Mehl was also an All-Valley fomball Linebicker and baseball first base-
man as well as a center in basketball.

He camed All-Ohio fooball henors fur coach Juke Olsavsky while serving as vo-
captain of the 1975 team which went 9- 1. He played in the Ohio Nosb-South game in
Colurmbus and wmed in o sparklng defeosive effon for the South all-stars.

Recruited by Penn Suste University for football, he was cited by coach Jue Paterno
an defensive coordinaior Jerey Sandusky is "one of the best inside linebackers™ ever
to play for “Linebacker 117,

Mehl wass the leading tackler tor the unbeaten 1978 Nittany Lion team which bowed
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSLU from being declare! nauanal champion. In that
game, he Ted Lion defenders with 17 swps, including 11 unassisted tackles.

After that junior season, he wis named the “Man of the Year™ by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
and is one of only three college athletes to receive that honor.

The PSU defensive co-captain also led the Lions in sackles as a senior and eamed second team All
America honors by The Associned Press and United Press Intemnational

Mehl was drafted i the NFL's third round by the New York Jets and played nine years before his caner
was cut short with a recurring knee injury.

He was the Jets” leading defender from 1982-86 befure & knee injury. The Jets” defensive signul-caller
recorded [72 10tal tackles 1105 solos and 67 assists) in [984_In 1983, be intercepied seven passes and pickesd
aff 15 career interceptions.

Mehl was selecied to the Peo Bowl after the 1985 season when he recorded 115 tackles, 43 assists and
three pass interceptions

Afier his NFL career ended. he returned 1o the Ohio Vatley and resides in St, Clairsvilte

Dee Davis (Athlete - 19805)

Dee Davis (Wheeling Park High School. Cluss of [981). The first OVAC girls” ath.
leke t eam first wam AW, Va, henors three nmes set Ohio Valley and state seoring
records which nermain on the bouks afier a quansr of a century. Overall, she set three
OV and three W. Vi, sconing standards.

Athreg-vear Wheeling Park standout. she scored i school record 1,854 points includ-
ing 716 for 0 325 average as a senior, She was named xtate “Pliver of the Year™ and
captain of the Cliss AAA ull-state tearn for the 1980 season. She scored a scheol-recond
55 paints v, Weirton Maddonnit amd st a stite toumament Class AAA sconing record
which remains on the bouks after 27 vears. She wlhed 43 points vs. Greenbrier East as
a sophumare in 197, In two state ournament games that year, she scored 76 points
wcluding 13 of 14 free throws

Duvis led Park oa state Class AAA runner-up spol as a sentor when she also chaned 104 steals. 71 assists
and K7 rebounds. After the season. she was MVP in the state Nuorth-South pame where she scored 3 poinis
She eaned AB-Americs mention in Street & Smith's and Converse magazines

Al Park. Davis abvo starred as a pitcher-shortstop on the first vansity softball tearns and camed all-stiie
recognilion from the W, Vi, Coaches Association.

She signed a basketbat] scholarship wo Teanessee Tech where she played for twa seasons before finishing
her college citreer ar West Virginia University, In her two seasons with the Mountaineers, she served as tearn
cocaplaan in 1986 with Geosgeann Weells, the first woman 10 dunk in a college basketball game. In Davis’
juniar season. WVU mocarded ids second-ever 20-win season with a 20- 1) mrk

She also played basketbalt with a U.S, All-Star team in Englumd and scored 150 points for a 21 4 average.

Davis s completed her | 3th year as head girls® basl:elbulhxmh at her alma mater Park. She has puided
the Patrivks info six state loymaments and won backsoeback Class AAA championships in 199899 and
becime the first female to win the all-spors “OVAC Coach of the Year™ award, The Wheeling resident also
cesiches sufiball

Brian Swisher (Atlete - 19805)

Brian Swisher (Sistensville High School, Class of 19825, The 5.7, [45-pound
dyname became the firn threestime fist team All-W, Vi, foatball honoree in Ty ler
County as he led Sistersville High to back-to-back state Class A championships in [980
and "RE.

Swisher led the Tigers to a 1340 recurd in Y81 as he set an Chio Valley and W, Va,
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 ouchdowns (receiving, rushing. rewms) and
156 puints. He wus runnes-up for the Kennedy Awugd as state player of the year and
wirs aevorded the Hunt Awand as state Lineman of the Yeae,

He set seavon and carcer pass receiving marks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 39.2
yards on kickof! retums and 20.2 yards on punt returns. He alvo was productive on end-around rushing plays

Swisher, who set an OV recard by carching passes in 36 consecutive games — every game he stared, His
carer regular season totals were 126 reveptivas for 2,174 vards and 23 TDs

He led the OV in regutar season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yards on 47 cutches] and 1981 1906
yards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a suphomore, be langed 26 passes for 582 yards,

Swisher was it three-time Al-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virginia three wmes.

In the sprng. he competed in track as i 100 and 2X)-meter sprinter. ong jumper and relay member. He
won gight individual medals in three state Class AA meets — i finst in the ) as a sophomore. six seconds
and a third, and was a member of a first place 4x [0 relay team He tied a state meet AA 100-meter record
with a 40.9-second mark in the 1951 wials

He signed a football scholarship with Manshall University and played four seasons, including three years
as a starting wide receiver. He fanded 106 passes from EYR2.85 for 1617 yards and 14 wwchdowns. He wis
Marshall's leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catvhes For 560 yards and shree scores. He also was a Herd tack
sprinter,

Swisher currentty resides in Lewis Center, Qhio.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Joey Galloway (amiete - 1991

Jocy Galtoway {Bctlaire High Sciuad,
Formpt Bus vyl
I'hn. meruen -

Clive ot 189480, This Big Rech Tursponts per-

1o anl professmnad fevel

as an All-Ohio grdder Tor gough Juhn Magear
varcer i Ohie Stake Umiversity. Alier his Scarle Grp .

r roukd draft e, by the Seantle Scahawks of the Nagonal Fomball

ary rewrole the Ohio Valley record bk for pans recerving sank with 2.3
tewghdown receptons with 27, He eided with 108 caneer catches hl. -9 evplost

Drciher helped lead the Big Reds 1o the OVAC 3o Football title o junior s car. plas in
. 1l iunded 3 passes Jur 973 vards and T3 TN sha
W -I\ i three-tioe AFOVAC and All-Valley honoree and wis named AI-Chio sevond zeam in Division

[q
In Im\l.uh.lll D wars just s domisuing as o point guard Gallowiy was a states tor three straight OVAC
championship teims for coach Gene Ammiranie. e camed AN-OVAC, Al Vs 1 A-Ohios honon

me s Calloway the Big Reds as an infickler nn the basebal! dianmond, Bt i win on 1
e an even bigger inpact Galloway claimied the state Division 11 1e6-meter and 2680 s Apring
Titles i a seniur,

‘The Bellinre Bulles then kwh his amazing athletw skill we Columbus, stming for Jubin Cosper on the grid-
ron, He was Bonargd s an AlLB ECCIver s 4 itior =3 seitson i which he srabbed A7 posses or
M6 yards, His career totals i Ohio State wene 100 receptions Tor 15894 vaeds and 19 T0. Galluway futished
with 2754 ali-purpuse yarch amd was e weann s ci-captain i 9 T was an AT B Ten Academic honoree
a1 1 and ‘)‘JJ whtle eamed the National Foothal? Foundaon Scholirshigs in 1994 He camed a degree
in business nuarketing
(_hl""\\nl\ wins the eighth overall pick inthe 1994 N1 Drafi, He pl ud !l\c e with the ‘“.|h.av\|\~. ._.,l._h-
i e Iurl 457 \.|an a 17 Il)\ n hl\ hul i m

Class
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Matt Gaudio (Athicte - 19905)

Matt Gandin (nwke High Schonl, Clhss ol 19210, Thas fhiid abdete domieated
e West Virgmu prep hardwood as he was o Fouryear staster tor the Brains
voncluded hys sparkling Brooke carcer by beil med the W Va “Player of
the Year” as well as the Gatorade state "Player of the Yeae™ an 1991, The 6-7 Torward
e Braoke 1o regords of 194, 22-30 167 amd 15T Jor g foge-year caneer niirk of
15.22.
Gawdin was o two-time allstare Class AAA honoree and twive samed ws she all-
sdatte wrnament wam, He averaged 174 poings and 10T rebounds as a sophsmere
and followest ihar up with i stite Clins AAA-best 24 3 seering norm s o junior while
averging 1 rebounds,
uclier capped his superb prep career with a berllam semor campaign, Ele sveraged 243 ponts and
grabbed L34 rebounds o repeit in AR-OVAC, AllYaley and AW, N, honors while bewn
honursble menmon Al smenci He was the Tirst Brua o carm et wam all-state in o'
Chandio surpssed the 1000 mark s career poinis £ 824 gsed career rebsoonds (3008, both Tseuin records
Tte vpred wo contiose Bis academiy and inhletee carger ac Penn Stade Unsversay, where he was plagued
Iy Bt gk problems which requared surgens. In spite al the medecal wines. Gaudeo edured to germ
o salwd Jarger, Durmg his rgdshir sophomaore season, e averaged 9.4 ponts aid 4.7 rebounds o game
and wirs mamed recipient of the Lan Eamae Mot inspirational Pl er Aavard
The fillowing year, he served as sudent assislni coich while u\mphll = his liberal ants degres with
anemphisas on architecture: He raomed 1o pla i semor o wis second vis the weam i scorieg wit
a 10T averiged while collected b eebounds i game dunng a 21-7 record seiman

Cal Giffin (0vAC ‘Family')

Bellaine 11

invsived in the Aot el

Duning bes 17 vears empl

Distewt. Callin wis one of |Pu
A2

8 Sehool, Cline of J9470 Ong of the legemlan Agures
.md ST Country in Ihc OV:\(

nders tu.l the dinechr ol the I'.'ulml llcl[ul
r\ Rk attriwcted many of Ohie's greatess
Hdl.nr_ Reliess wa m\nﬂnl/cd as the
e His i won Five OVAC umd diaee ik
Reds wam 55 draliteanzular irack mects. Al
coirchy in footbal snd basketball
Giflin's ms-cong u-rk wnd contributis 1 te Ol Vatley  Athlens
Conterence imeluded a wems ax prosident 11973741 and comtmissioner of the Footall and baskethall o1
1le direeiad Wiy epir D\ AL Irack mwets © hnnnr his ﬂln|1\ :h; lx.u.m. <hampionships in tra
stern Distrigt ol the Ohio
Coaches Asieiguon, the ()l\lu lmlh.lll Lmnhu Asseutation and the
aud ield ¢ u.ntw Aswwzition, He was voied ino the Ohio State Track Cusiches
1wt presenied s amvands ul mest rons the GHSA i, following Bis death in
posthasmows Alumni Achevement Award by West Liberty Stue College. Gallin
ot a president as well i being the state vice president for the Ot

oot Teticrmian dRxtbiall. hasketball and irwk v ag Bellne High_ He plaged on
1 gt wan an CVAC champienshig (19465 Tl i played o e b \\-.\l
i 1947, Gillia's careee abs led am e the Mamans Femy Schowd Di

i Frome thene, he became the priogy
b 1 the St Clhuraalle-Richind Schisol Districi
fe ved hl\ 1A dm..nlnm m \\-.\l Labwirts in 1951 anxl his Master o Ans Degree i sehoal adimin-
st [rom WAL 1un?

Ron Mauck (©OvAC Family's

Ron Mauck iBridecpon High Schowl, Cliss ol 19555 Educiwr, sdmimisiraor. cuom-
iy leider. Matck has been director ol the OVAC W festhing Tourmament., cne ot the
zh school events of ils kind an the entere conintrs. sinee FF79_ This Bighly- n:-..lrd
i 11|)|unsh||) wars it as e Ron Mauck OVAT Wrestting” Tourmanmen{ in 306,
A pupil of the Lue George Kovaliek, sn OVAC Hall of Funer ind comsidered 1o Iy 1he
Jratri of high whoal swrestler in the Ghio Valley, Miuck alse established the vonlr-
eniee’s duad meet chim juenhip stndings in 1971 gl directed ve WV, st toun
lllulh at the Wheeling Civie Center (s WesBangu A L Three times, e served
suunteer on the stafl for NALA and NCAA Division 11 champiunships thesied by Wes
Likerty Seate College) held in Wheeling I adidition e his dutics with Ihe conlerenice mat
toamament, Mauck was @ long-time member ot the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-
Star Foutbal2 Classie e wir awistint gk direetor and Eiter served i game direcior from 1993 through 1998,
“The Bridgepoen High and West Liberty Stae College printu whes ameed hes nEster's i safe 1 |
began h!\ waching and eoaching vareer in 1963 at Follansbee High School where e staned th
13 wresthing program and caached the school s onty individuid state champear (Loe Daly 1, White o
Match ot Tohn Cring, o finst-lime w restler s isenior in 1965 whao wenton o bevame an All-Amencia
at West Libermy amd Luer waas one of the irca™s oastanding coaches befure becoming an adivimistritor When the
cumlidinedd Broshe Eigh Schoul openyd m 1965, Ron was ngmed tovoach the w reutlin
the Bruins firse Weedd Virginga mat champ in fim Suddoth. Before retiring adier 2 M areer u sdugation,
Mauch wred Browke o direetor of the schoel's Driver™s Education Iip.nrlnn.nl. Phy~ical Plant Birector,
Assistant Ashletic Direcor and Athletic Dirwior. Inaddition 10 h.|\|n-' the OVAC Wrestling Tourmnament
remaend in his honor, Mauck abas wis ynu:mccl the \ rd i 1988, Be was named the W, Va,
Wystling Cugehes Man of the Year (1975 amd reccive ands lrom the Upper Glio Vi
Dapper Dan Club (1985 and 19975 W NV Athlen I)m.uur of | |hu r 1995 Mamck Iwice was selevled
Warwond Lions Citizen ul'the Year, winner o the H 5 Corcorare, Sr Aswaed (2001 ) and @ member of the Brooke
Corerrty Warll ol 2-ume ¢ 2000), Hg is past president of the W Vi Satety Associatoon. the Bridgeport Ak and
Warwind Jumor [Hizh Athletic Asseciaion

Boyd Nelson xedia)

Boyd Nelson (Bellure Hich Schoal, Clins ol I‘N’s) Nelson spent \u..lr\
phokserapher with Fiy sy faadder ue M, SMlow stlfers s
have called him 2 pivacer. 3 legend s, periaps. lhn. "IL.J[-;\[ nadwilt lmh e
i the newspaper ™ history, s work behind the lur.l..n.uln!mg. EANLT |

sehuol aichies, help bring the sports workd alive W he realers of Phe T

Nelson, a quigt, anassuming man, let s camersndo his alkang Tor him, Noissign-
men vt big nor we menial for Sebaon, whea bod e ulppununm to lahy piciuees
ol seven LS, presidems trom Hary Truman though Ronald Reagan. Nelwin chron
cledd ncarly evers major happening thriughout the Chio Valley and win o Familiar
and much-weleome Tace an high schuml, colleye and |)ru|n.\\sun.ll watnes e matches
Trenn the start of his v the fite 1940 until i retirement in 1988, As was poimied ot he
B dyzibs i 003, there wasns i g mminsium. footbal) fekl o baseball giunoad it ke Hemes Loader s v
e Cwhere Nelon didn’t Caprare the exploits of mbivies of all ages and abilities. Anyong the Tutuee
provivsai aals he covered mefuded teebiad] hatl o Ganers il Miekre aod Bl Maserishi, basheiball
all of famer Juhue 1l ek, Joe Nwekm, Tim Spencer, Oly mpic wrestber and coach Bobby Do ad
Allun Hortiyak, ust 2 1o mention o few.

Boryl ™~ ades onion 160 his swaird, alsa ke in aroke enoded and an ompieaiaen tospirag and seasongd phao-
wgraphers alike. Nelsm shunned the limehghi throughoet his Tk despile the gegings af cu-workers and
e 10 enler his piclures i sidew e umlpulunn Asareseh. he wis Iy e Tor iy awards that
asily would have come his winy: Hiwever, Urtied Press Ingemagivnal began presenting awards 1 new sy
k igaine photogriphers w the 1970s amd 1he very fird honece was none olber than Bond

clwit. When Phe T Levdvr published & pictoral history of Ergen Oliu s 199, the boak wirs dedi
witled L Nebwon, i likcdong Belmont Couniy residen, e besiin s, carcer fllowing a~unt e the 1S, Navy
Hle served a sting in the | Philippins duning Worfd War 1T Adter rewming home, Nebon atiended Ohiv
Univeraity for i yeur. However, ster being bired as i semmer intem by Fite Sames Leader. he never rewmied
and miade phowgraphy Bis il profession

v

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Cuuches

Paul ~Bud” RBitliand (MWellsburg Ehgh Schoad, Clins of 19549, Head cosich ut Brooke
{ligh Schowl For 23 seiesons 19792001 where he compiled o recond o 183 wios, 79
defeats and 1 tie. During this span. Billiard™ Bruins won three Wt Virginia Class
AAA st chy |m|)|n||-h1|7\ — 19RE, [9%T and 1990, Hin (957 and N pow erhotses
recorded perleet record seions and both weee nationadly rainked. The TOK7 wam |
inhd 2310 i iy vountry while e P98 syuand ended ap in 2300 | In W Browke
abwo eridied fhe campaign with a 10-4) necord but losg inthe stare playoffs., Eifteen of his
3 Brun e participated in the post-season phoyofis and seven made the sute cham-
praoship game. Also, Billiard coached the green and gold wosesen OVAL Class AAAA
Divisson champronstups, He coiched in fwo Rudy \dumlg\ OVAC Charity All-Star
Fuustball gaenes smd in three West Vinging Nupb- South Ganes_ e wins among the tounding members and
past prosedent of the Ohio Vafley Fuetball Cusiches Assiiiation for w hom e ale wis charmn of the
eroap’s annual awards dinner, T abo asisted i ongasizang the OVECAS Climes and Prospect Nighis
Bitliiard s Brooke voachimg cireer also included eiht xears as ian assistant in ol swe years as a wresiling
awBane, i years as iead wrestling caach and thpee s s heid Irach conch, Pror 1o Brooke, he spent
four years s Wheelitg Comeal, T yeirs s 2 valunieer wislg i w estling and

2 Wellsbury ltlgh School, he plived four years of Tootball and fetened thiee yeaes, s
1in in 1938, 11 played bancball threy year, gaming 1wo leters, AL Wt Liberty Stare Coll
Billizsrd wa it Jour-year varaity fetenman i footbait playing an both e otfensise and defeive l|m.- Aler
his Jumior scason. e vamed tistteam AWVTAC Larcls
Amon his asards are: Ohio Valley, OVAC and Weest Vi
I).|pp¢r Dan Mur of th < Cael Hamill C
atte College Athletic Ll ol laime:
LIRS (urwr.m Secdwand tor the Brooke fooball progrum br I3
A 2003 recipient of the Wit Virginia Athletic Cualies Association’s Rebred Cra uhm-,;\u.ml

r: lppn.r Ohso Vall
( lkl\.h ol the Y

Richard *Lefty’ Hall (Couches)

Kichard "Lefty™ Hall (Barness8le High School, Class of 19590, Hall was one of’
the ment stceesslul twossport coaches Chisebalt gol 1 in OVAC istory, compiling a
whopping 1,176 victories over a 3d-year spai,

He began his busebatl v cureer at Pow hatan High Schoal for a yeas before
taking the same post at S0 Clairaalle High Schoal, In his 33 years with the Red
Drevits C1964-2000 ), his lcimis amassed an suisg 515320 pecurd.

With ~Lufiy i swvilfe won seven OVAC
champomships and nswde five Chio High Sclimel Athletic Associicion regional wur-
GMent appearinees (JUTR, 19820 [URA, 1990 and 19971 The Red Devils advaneed
0 the stale lournament ™| i
e wader Thll™s

Flall o ngened OVACT Coach ol the sear in 1991 and recerved the s aceolude T the Eastern
'IJNrM three tmes, FREL RS and 1997, He adwo served as une ol te coaches in the Mizuno Al Sear
[ m I‘I“J’T A rue h.mh.:ll "pml.u.. II.|II win mdm.!cd e the Ol High Sehoc] Basebalt Copches
18 al Fame “Nan al the Year AR
'I tseball contracts. the iz includiog Gerrs Cratt,
e Ted Ruse. Seont Barnhouse. and Joe e
Ll T eonched St Claiesvilke Tor 27 sears ¢ 197420000 Cimslung with a 601123 recond Ve
haad three unbeiten teams and also latared three squads thist advanced 10 the Ohio st wumament. The
Red Devily alvo collected 14 OVAC galt champivmships,

Slble o htedong sesident ol Bamesville, Jeuered in baseball and ik shile petonmesg
Shamnocks He grduated Trom Ohio Usiversity.

or the




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Warren Pugh (omicials)

Warren “Nookie" Pugh (The Linsly School, Class of 1920, The Wheeling [slangd
resident who died in 1983 at the age of R1 served the caaching and ofticiating profession
very well and also was an vutstanding contributor tw his commiltee

As an official, Pugh verved ax a foutball and baskewbulk referee for over M) years. In
foutball. e worked in_both bagh sehool and gollege, including the West Virnginia
Intercellegiate Athletic Conference and West Virginia Univensity, Pitt and Penn Stuie. A
basketbail official for more than 40 vears, Pugh otticiated high“school and coltege con-
tests. In 1933 and 1934_ he worked the entire West Virginia state high school basketball
trtrmament, his partners being Judge Paul Camilleni the first year and Dink Westfall the
second year. Pugh and John l(-}"“ of Bluefickl blew the whisile for a2l 11 games of the
finsk WVIAC murmament held in 1935 a Faizmont. Pagh served as president of both the
Ohio Valley Boand of Footbabl and Basketball Offivials, He also was the referee of the famed Bellaire Reluys
for many years and wis later named its the meet’s honorary referee. He was alsu honered for his service by the

: Rcla{\ and the Wist Virginia Secondary School Activities Commissien. Pugh conducted officials”
n severul sporls and wrnte o nem-'pu er series vn officiating Pagh also wis a Red Cross insdructor in water
salety and Life-saving foe aver 30 vears. In his youth, ke was recognized as a tri-stute diving champion and was
knuwn to many peaple in Wheeling for diving oft the Su\g‘cnsiun Bridge into the Ohio ﬁi\':r. e performed
that feat fur the fiest time on Labor Day during the state Fuir hekl when he was a teenager. He repeated that dive
on several other oecasions during his vouth. He coached swimming at his alma mater The Linsly School for
nearly three decades. guiding the Cadets t 26 OVAC champiueships., including 25 in a row,

Puph was also 3 temenclos athleks, especially as & footbit] player. He aie Alderson-Broaddus College

in Phil |'|:1pi for two years und Flaycd foolball before trinsterving (o Dyvis & Elkins College where was a stellar
3 ol

fullback and ceater Tor Hall of Fame Couach Cam Henderon. Since eligibility rules never really existed in those
days, Pugh played fuur sears ot D&E.His community service included 13 years s Wheeling's Recreation

Director, two leems as Ohio County Sherifl and six veurs as an Ghio County Comimissioner, Pugh was induct.
e into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame (£980). the Ohio Valiey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame {1984) and
now the Ohio Valley Atkletic Conference Hall of Fame,

Bob Gain (Athlcte - 19405)

Bob Gain {Weir High Schoul, Class of 1947). An all-time great on the high schoot.
college and professional levelx, he started his foorball carcer for the Red Ridens and
twice eamed first reem All-OVAC honors as a lineman and was honoredd on the 1946 All-
W.Va, selections.

In 1969, he was selected as a “Midern Er’ defemive tackle on an All-Time Ohio
Vadley football team selected by The Imelligencer newspaper. In 2005. he was hononed
an an All-Time W.Va. high school tearm selected by The Fairoat Times newspaper.

Al Weir High. he was the largest all-stave honoree at 6-2, 210-pounds and was a two-
way lackle as well as handling puating and kickoft' duties. His late couch Carl Hamill
never singled out his best Red Rider football product but sdways stanesd his list with Gain, a fooe-year starer
and his most bononed prorégé.

Gain is regarded o~ the greatest lineman i University of Kentucky, where be was a three-lime All-
Southeastern Conterence honoree andd & two-time finst team All-America choiee in 1949 and 1930, As 2 sen-
ior, he won the Qutlund Frophy as the natioa’s cutstanding lineman. the first from the SEC su henored. and
one of only two from the Ohio Valley. The other Gutlnd Trophy honorge was the University of lawa's Calvin
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for the legendary Paul “Bear™ Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were
33-10-2 in Gain’s four seasons and be was co~caprain of the 10-8 record team than upset manional champion
Oklaboma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl Gain was the No, 5 chuice = the highest ever fue an OVAC uthlele — in
the first round uf the 1951 NFL Dsaft by the Green Bay Packers. However, he vpted for Oaws in the CFL,
befure stasting a 1 2-year NFL career with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was a starler on
three NFL chamgionship teams under tegendary coach Paul Brown in 1954, 1935 and 1964,

The Cleveland area resident has been inducted into seven Hallx of Fame = College Football, Weest Virginia
Sports, Upper Ohiv Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky. Cleveland and Akron Halls amd Cleveland
Browas® Legends Hall.

Phil Niekro (Athiete - 19505)

Phil Niekro (Bridgepon High School. Class of 1957). The Baseball Hall of Famer got
hix athletic vart with the Bulldogs where he was o three-sport performer. Besides base-
ball, he was a foetball end and basketball forward and a teammiate of tellow OVAC Hatl
of Famer John Havlicek.

Nicknamed "Knuc " beeause uf his staple pitch, the kauckleball. which he leamed
from his father, Niekm was a four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17-1 career fecon) His
only loss was 1<} wo Tilonsville in 1934, his freshman year, when fellow Bascball and
OVAC Hall of Famer Bill Mazeroski bit the game-winning home run The 1953 Bulldoy
tewm shared the Eaxt Ohio Leagou tithe with Martins Ferry. In a 94 Ohio secticnal our-
nament win over St John's, Nigkro won the game in retief and belted a two-run single. Badgeport, however,
wits halied in the finals by Shudyside. a feam twice defeated by the Bulldogs. In 2956, Niekro and the Bulldogs
defeated Steubenvilie Central. 7-1.in the Class A district tournament afier sectional wins over Bamesville and
St. Claimville, Bridgeport bowed 1o East Liverpool in the distrct finals, As a semor. Niekro wssed a four-hit-
ter and struck out (0 in a 4-2 win over Steubenwille Central fur the OVAC Ohics-sude title. He earlier hurted an
82 win over East Liverpuol o the Class AA district semifinals, Unbeaten Steubenville Central halted
Brdgeport, 6-1 i thy finals,

Nickno, who also played for the Bricgepor Legion team and Blaine in the summer Twilight League. was
sgned by the Milwaukee Braves for a $500 bones at a 1958 ryout camp in Bellaire

In 1964, he ~arted a 24.year major league career with the Braves, New York Yankees, Clevelund Indiuns
and Toroato Blue Jays, He had 4 318-274 career record while appearing in #64 games and siiking cut 3.342
batters, eighth on the all-time charts. He hurled a no-hitter and won five Guld Gloves and was named to five
All-Star wams The Brives honored him by ¢recting a bronze statue in front of their home stadium and, in
1997, he was inslugted into the Basebalk Hal) of Fume, He resiles m the Atlanta area

Lee Patrone (Athlete - 1950s)

Lee Patrone (Bellaire High School, Class of 1956}, For 50 years, Patrone was the all-
time leading career scorer in Big Reds” histoey with 1,842 poinls in threg seasons. He led
Bellaire High 1o three straight sevtional titles with won-lost marks of 18«3, 20-3 and [9-
4 while averaging 23.5,26.7 and 329 puints per game each season. His 27.1 point carcer
average remains i sehool revord

The two-lime Tinst eam AN-OVAC honoree. and an All-Ohio tirst team honeree by
The Associated Press ax a senior. he was a scoring machine with 57 career games over
21} puints, encluding all 23 as a senior, and he had 2R strught games in which he scored
it least 20 points.

He tallied 54 points twice i 2 game in 1956, including his final game while playing with an injured led
against Martins Ferry in the district tourament tile game. Perry prevaifed, 91.87, while surviving a limping
Patrone’s henes. Earlier. against a Bridgeport wam teaturing Basketball and OVAC Hall of Famer John
Havlicek. he converted 25 guaks. His 299 gouls in o season remains a school sundaed.

After a brief stay at Oo Swug, the stocky -0 guard enrolled a1 West Virginia University m 1957 and led
the 1958 freshman team in seorng with a 20-point norm. A member of the 1959 NCAA runner-up tcam led by
All-Americun Jerry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoring with a 14.2 per game sorm and was
named o three all-tuumament reams: NCAA regional. Southern Conference and University of Kentucky. A
Vinginia sportswriter described him as “good ennugh ko be cocky and cocky encugh o be good.”

A it senior, he was a thind team All-Amenca honoree by Helms Foundation. He ended his carcer with | (128
points — then xeventh best in WYL history.

Alter graduation, he taught and caached five seasons i Wintersville High School where his ficst 1969 team
went 144 and 1972 team was |63, After retiring. he relocated o his current home . Florida

Bob Hummel (Athieie - 19605)

Bob Humutell (Moundsviile High School. Class of 1966). This 6 ft. 3 guand was a
scoring achine for Moundsville High School before taking his vast hoop talents o West
Virginia University

Hummell finished his stellar four-yeur prep career with 1941 points_ good for 3 226
per gume average, That average still ranks suxth among Class AAA players in the state.

His senior year was iine tor the recurd books a¢ the Marshall County school. He pouned
in 897 points in 25 pames for o 354 uverage. which i tiedd Tur the highest average in
Class AAA srchives

Moreover, his scoring antics renstated into leam success as Moundsville fimished as
state runnerup in Class AAA, the school's fins state final since 1920, Hummet worched
Richwouod for 45 markers in the stste semifinal game. He established the Moundsville single-game scoring
mark with 53 points in a win against Follinsbee. Hummell was chesen is the West Vinginia “Player of the Yeur™
by the Morgantown Touchdown Club while also being named caplasn of the Class AAA all-state team. all-
OVAC and Scholastiv Couch All-America. He also was a lop-nolch baseball player tor Moundsvalle, eaming
sevond-team all-sune horors as 1 pitcher.

Fuflowiny hes glonous sty at Moundsville, Hummell juined the WYL houp squad and he wasted no time in
making han presence fell, Hummell led the WVU frosh team in scoring with a 24.2 average, inclading a 45
point outburst aganst Maryland and 4 1 against Duguesnse. In those days, freshman were inetigible by NCAA
tules from playsng on the vanity level

He went on to average 129, 155 and 140 points a game the following three seasons, all of which he served
the Mountameers as 4 starter, Hummell was the team’s captain hi senior season

Hummell totaled 1137 points in his WYL career. placing him seventh in school annals at the time his career
ended in 1970, he was an adept free thraw shooter. hiting at an 80.7 clip for his vareer, Humenel! — who had
14 games of 20 o mone paints — was sefected 1o the 1966-75 atl-ime WYU hoop tean.

Harry Wilson (Awlete - 1960s)

Harry Wilson 1Swubenville High School. Cluss of 1963). This tormer Big Red star
ranks with the elite running backs in GVAC history.

His gridiron career a1 Stevbenville was nathing short of spectacular. His ability 0
camry the toatball took him v a starring role st the University of Nebraska and a short
stint with the NFL's Philusdelphia Eagles.

The 5 11 11, I19(pounder was also a safely and kick reramer fur Big Red. but
rusing the foatball is what Wilson did best

He carried the Big Red to a 9-1 mark hes senior scason, o campaign in which the
Jetferson County charges pocketed w prized 14-8 win over heralded Massillon. Wilson
paced the Ol Valley in both rushing vards and scoring with 1,756 infuntry stripes and 23 knchdowns, The
former stndared is o maodern day schoold recond for a 10-game campaign

His achievements gamered hir Ohio “Back of the Year™ designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA,
which was the Turgest elass back then He was named finst team all-Ohio and a Scholastic Coach All-American.
Wilson was almost as dominating his junior year, The “Sieubenville Swomper™ rushed tor 1.586 yands and
seored 28 wuchdowns and 168 points in [0 games, He was selected first ieam all-Ohio by AP as a safety while
also eaming all-OVAC and all-Valtey Laurels

Wilson — who was atso nicknamed “Lighthome™ — enjuved 2 sparkiing career ut Nebraska. He led the
Comhuskers in cushing his junior and senior seasons. finishing his career with 1702 yanbs and a stelar 5.0 per
CAITy overage

He wax samed unanimous adl-Big Eight as a senior and honorzble mention All-America by UPL He has the
distinetion of pluyiny in three major bowl games == Cotton, Orunge and Sugar,

After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilsan was selected so the third tound of the 1967 NFL draft by the
Eagles. He spent three years with the 1eam as a backup running back and kick reiumer,

Ed Burgy (athlete - 19705)

Ed Burgy 1Bellaire High Schuol. Class of 19715 This furmer Big Reds” star remains
the measering for prep basebadl greatness in the Ohiv Valley.

While als starming 1n foocball and busketbalt an the Giernsey Street school, Burgy
distinguished him-«eﬁ us arguably the premier prep baseball g) ayer in OVAC annals
Whale his baseball stausucs are stagpering. he accomplished them in just three veasons
as Bellure High did not start a baseball program until Burgy™s siphomure <eason
Known for his overpowening pitching prowess, Burgry was el a tremenduus \hmrts«:g
and powertul hitter,” Burgy etched his samed e Bedljire High, Ohuo Valley and OHSA
record books. The three-vear Alt-Valley first-team honoree completed his prep career

with u 20-5 record, stll the most wins éver by a Big Reds pitcher. He tans the career
strikeout mark with 326 41 just | 75 innings) ind che singte-season strikeout standard of
28 While psessing nearly-unhitiable heat. he also awned great control, The tafented nghuhander walked
just 31 batters in his career and went eight strtight pames without issuang a base on batls. He carved out state
recirnds with & minuscale 0.03 ERA for o season and an 1163 ERA for a career. His third OHSAA revord wis
g ;. Burgy alse et an Ohio Valley myrk with 23 stnkeouts in a 10-inning no-hitter

) _i ud_l;, mitter, Burgy sans Bellaire High records for hits in a game (6], tniples in
tnples (123

d season (B3 a

Buergy abso tlar, four-year football perts udy Sharkev and Jake Olsavsky. He was
a stashing ranming bagk untit Bis sentor season, Ol 2P0 Burgy q:‘mcrbm:k.a muve that paid

big divulends Bufgﬁ helped guide the Reds ti an 8-1-1" season, sing nnly to Marietta (1201 while ?mg
Wintersville 1101 Fe was waned m the backtield by Ron Lee, who went'on o fame with WYL and the
Balumore Culis, Burgy was 2 mefu-talented boogster. Startesy for three seasons, he poured in 1,197 paints_a
total that still rnks seventh oz the #:time school scoring card. It was second naly Lo legendary Lee Patrone

Bruce Smith (Awlete - 19705)

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 19761 He 1= ¢ the top of the list
when it comes Lo distance runming ax a four-time Ohio state champion whe set countless
met. valley and school records atong the way.

In cross country. Smith was a three-time Al-Ohioan 11973, 74 and “75), capwnng
firut pluce at the state meet s both his junior (9:43.01 and senior 19:33.4} scasons after
plaving seventh [ 10:05.00 as a sophomore. His ime in 1973 was the sue recond at the
time,

As both. a junior amd semor, he also fimshed first w the sectional. district. OVAC and
Belmant County meets and finished undefeated both years. As a sophomwore, he was
seond i the sectivnal. district and county meet and third in the OVAC

He was a three-time All-Eastern Disirict and All-Valiey honoree in cross country as well

tn rack. Smuth carmedt All-Ohio status two Gres 11975, "33, wanning the state chumptonship sa the two-
mile run buth years. He posted a time of 9:11.1 as a senior afier winning w 9:31.1 as a junior. He alwe plaved
seventh at the state evenl as a suphorbor (9:39 93

He finished ficst in the sectional and distriet meets all three years, wanning the county event twice and
fintshing a5 runner-ug once. In QVAC meets, he won she OVAC one-mile run and finished third in the 850-
vard 2un as 4 sentar; and captured the two-mile run as both a sophomone and unior

Smith garnered All-Eastern District and All-Valley layrels three iimes m track

In the twa sports at Martins Ferry. Smith was pat of four undetieated teams. three sectional and district

h

when Burgy hung uﬁlhe Big Red snepkens. He was a finst-team All-Valley Big School honaree fas
and junjur seasons. He explixled in Bas senior campaign for 3 20.2 per game average
Bilrg: wies 3 soxth-rownd draft chunge of the SNew York Mets and speni three years In the Mers farm system,
!;:(N in Virgmia folliwed by 2 stop v Pompana (Fla 1 and Memphus, He had 13 wins in one season and fanned
)t cne game

piunship teams. une OVAC championship tea and three QVAC runner-up teams.
Smuth was also a long-tisie vompetitor in most area rowd races. including several years as the wwp leal
runner in the Efby s Distance Race {now the Ogden 20K Classicl.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Wendy Baker (Athicte - 19805)

Wendy Baker (15t Liverpool High School. Class of [989), A twaraport slandout for
the Lady Poters. excelling in both Basketball and solthatl

On the coun, ~he was o fouryear vanily perfonuer, becoming the tint player in
sehool history w exeeed 1TI00 career pomis. linshing wih ‘7 Gillies. As it seniar,
she averaged 285 pomes per game, Baker abw exeelled delensively, posing 290 career
st i m!udlnb 135 i a1 senior

A irsemor, she was a secomd e all-Ohin Divisun D sekecuon she win selected o
1 ibe MeDomald™s All-Star Clssic i Columbus, She wi
gt 5, Davisien [ and A-Caluntbioma County ~Plaser of the Year™
AD-OVAC ind Al-Esstem Distriet s team ghoige as o juior and an all-Disirict hunorable
pick it i ophonore

On the divmend, Baker™s career pitching aembers inluded 49 victorgs and 226 snkeonts and AU0-plas
b po. Her senier seison nuabers inclwded o lofty 477 average along with some imprgssive
pitchiv 137 strikeous st 6.53 BR.AL She batted A%3 s a junior with 32 RBI
and had 1 pitching wins, regl M ~rikeouts and a0 177 ERAL A sophomurne, she hie 42

Bakee™s sodtball all-star honors included mvetinie AlORiv (i team s senior, second am s
Juniorr; and two-time AD-OVAC Clins 324,

She anended Wheeling College ad played bisketball for twa seasons, seoring K82 pomis and psting 182
steals during thar time. She gained Bt team AI-West Virginia inlereollegione Athienc Confereice bonors its
a sophomors afty [ hunumhh, mention i i Freshmg

ph

mention

Dennis Swearingen (Amiue - 19805

Beruis Sweariugen (Mamins Foery Ehigh Schioal, Class oft 1982), He carmad 10
VANt e 1 four spons, e Ris brggest marks i tootsall and basketball,

Iny joolball, he was o threcosear ketiermian i starting quarterbink defensive back.
anmissig 1410 yards passing: aod S0 vards rushing while leading the Purple Riders
1 i comibioed 214 recond, including " spotless L0 maek in his sophomore season,
Teery ™ Tiest pereet revord o X0 g i On detense, e wies vredited with (25 tickles
and Taaet 11 s nlerceptions. He s @ pwis-ume fir n AP AL-Ohie Clis AN
dlltﬂ\l\l. Back, caming second team allstar honors from UPT both vears as well He

s AAN AN Baster Distct Class 3 A ad All
buonors twice. Folliaving his senwor seisamn, Swearinges was moed o
(‘ulluln.lr\ Prep Al \mmmn an L'pper Ohin Valley Dapper Dan Chaly special bunoree amd participated in
the OV Charity Al Euoathall P-.lmv

In basketball, S\\ o w3 three-senr starter e LIN-poang cancer seorer amd he was sy ke mem
ﬁp\hlud f recard amd audy L the Ohie Cliass \.\ e, ||ll nul~ 1 Ahens
q e s a1 senior e wae I A Leaptam i,

nig A 1SN

well i sevind e AB-Baniern Districn (s A He pl.m.d m Lol 1he
o 12 ALt Games. A i junior, Sweu zen averiged 189 ponts per and v

maned it ten A-OVAC Class AN and Al-Diirict 120 second team All-dsstem l)hlmt(’l:m.\.\ anel

thirl e Al Valles.

Al wits 2 chree-s ear leterman i Baseball, caming AL-OVAC Class AAA booors twice. He

s8N trach as i seaior,

pen went o o a sellar touesear foctball career a Ohso Lajseeit.

imslf o the top Tive on the Boboas" all-time pissimg

seeond in xiss agkempts inazame (575 and ) KR thied 3n pass comgleti

set (1952 s well as TI pivses for o seasont ¢ L1 Fourth in sards pasains B

and career (3307 bus well as pass attempts (569 and vompletions £33 21 for a career;

ing vards (3.267)

ATV I
nd Filih incancer puss

Jeff Snedegar (sthlete - 1990%)

Jeff Smedegar (Buckeye Trail High Schood, Cliss of 1945), FHe put up lofiy
numbers during his fouryear --ndlmn career, culmanaiog in his selecuon s the AP
All-Okio Divisivn ¥ Olensive Player of the Year and hlll\hllib s rmner-up in the
voting for Ohir s “Mr, Footladl”™ award folfowing s senior s,

A6t 3. 210, puoand Jour-year letennan at guanerhack and lnebacker for the
Warrivrs, be rached up 2000 yards alfensisely aml tered 673 Gickles on defense,
He alssr camed secind 1eam Al-Ohio Tollowing his sephomaore and usior vears sl
st it three-time ALl Lastens Distrive and AN-OVAC selection,

s senior. e led “Tradl 1o il i and wnly OTISAA playoll appearuice (b
Wauriors Tinished with an 11-2 averall record . winning two games before losing in the
Divisien V state senufiesls o thl\\l[lul That year. be passed tor what wir then a schidd necord 3.769 yards
whele rushireg Ter 1621 vaeds for @ eombined wiad of 33900 yands_ e participated in 212 defenive -.tupx i~
A ST,

Stwdegar was alw a three-year letternsan in baskeibal) the shidn’t play as o jumors, finishing fourth on
Vrail’s all-time swornyg Tt wath 834 pomis and thind in career rebounding with 566, 1le averaged 16,0
DOIRES UT 2anie as L e varning speckd mention AP AR-Cliee as welbas fimst ooy Al sern Distract
and AlLOVAC

The 2000 Buckeye Tranil Hall of Tame inductee went on o siellar career at the Umiversity of Kentogks
LIRS carning Tour letters s an outside lielacker As a freshiman. e had 42 geides, stared e ganies
and was named the autstanding specil icams” player and he followed tin up with 97 tackles aw o wopha-
more. Snedegar hind 63 tackles and Four sacks as jumior, belping Kentuchy wion Qutbinck Bowl berth where
he reconded 111 i lows 10 Penn e Lmveesity 1o his finad yearat UK, he i B4 ckles, fous sachs
and fw miereeptiens, aming ot deletsive MVP hoours, He win selegted o the AT-Southeast Confesence
seutaed and waes namwed wthe Al American Fom Football Team by Suceesstal Famim,

Sl ; L . - A !
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Bill West (Amlete - 19905)
'I!ud«. v I m..ll 1ligh q«.huul Class ol I‘)‘J"I Hc nl.ldc hi\ h'

ﬂin’ll e \l

theee-time A-OVAC selection (P95 ad 92) and o three-lime
ster [asinet pick et waum m "Y1 and “92 second teany in R He sho par
el an the Rudy Mumbes: OVAC Charity AILStar Footbal? Classic follow ing bis
ERIOE e,

Aler sarting as a treshiman at Bugkey ¢ North, whire be rushod far IRE ands despite
Missing Lwa-jus gammies due ko igers, e put up somse sha-improssise nambers ot the
pewly-conearlidated Buchese Loval Tigh Sehool,

Al Tinished with whan stil siands is sl
sards i asenior: He also luad 8,219 sands i jur
~even indiwvilual ganw rushing records a1 Buckeye
Maruins Ferry in 1995 {second atl-time).

Vst wored 352 poinis on the griciron. incleding 132 in his final seison

During by three veurs with the Pamibwers. the iam compiled i 28+ combined record (9-2 m 190,041 e
1 and -1 m 19925 making the plavolls twice and wimow Iy missing on a third.

v hettered the n ek and oo in Biskethall tor the Pandbwers.

a tour year kevenman i the Unisersity of Pitsburgh, stuting tor three yeirs and earming
Pt "Oxtensive Player ol the Year™ hanors s sophomure {1904 adter replacmg Adl-amenciue o
Curtis Martin in game two and nshing lor 1358 yands. fifth on the all-ame singlescason mshing e A
Pantber Iri-captain as asenior, Weat linishesd s dhe school™s tourth all-time leaching rusher wath 2803 yards,

sigle-seusod ¢iTinn | K46
He I\ucmn\ siot i Wop
BI5-yand game against

nd LR as g sophomo
il headed by g whoppi

Donna Joseph (ovaC -Family’)

Danna foseph (Shady~ide High Schuol, Claw of 19641 A leader in the OVAC
track and crss country comrmunity for theee decikfes. she also coached girls track amd
In erss country il alma mater Shady~ide High Scbaod from 1953-9%

A registered track and cross country official Tor 30 years, s started working Cal
Giitlin ()\:\( rack Muets in the w.srll\ 1971 and continues to serve iy direetor of
the Clss AcAA meet, i postion sl staned in e mid- 1950

She currentdy is clinirperson of the OVAC Track Commitiee with over 15 years on
the busrd wod i co-charpersen al the OVAC Crims Conmnry Cumatitzee with vver
20 years of service h thie group.

A recipsent, akong with busband Buch Joseplh. of the Cal Gatdin OVAC Triwk Sersice Award, she also

by Been actavae with the Ohio Association of Track and Ceoss Coumtey Coiches

\hg o preseify the secretary and membership chiarperson of the OATLCTC and serves on the
ceuuve Boued of the sisewade organtzuion Donna and Bueeh lindbe the regstranion tar the annual
trick clime atencded by an esuonated 1,700 cogches

She ~ervead as Meer Mamger for the Mudwest Meet of Chigapioss when Ohin hosted the event at Ohio
Wenleyan Coblege and alse servedd s Ohio coach when the meet wis contested in Indinapslis, lnd. The
Joesephs were anarded the Ed Barker Asard ihis sear trom the OAT&CCC

Besides wach aund cross connry, Sonea also has served on the comntiiiees and worked e smagal Sam
Mumles OMVAC Bashethall All-Star gaoes and the Rudy Memley OVAC Fuottiadl AL-Sar games St
alses ansisted wish the OVAC Volleyball Tourmunents and ream standings . The 1904 Shadyade ligh
graduale carncd ber degree Trom Ohio Stie Universits in 1968 and her masters degree in 1983 from Ohio
Univerity. She was i mathematics mstractor at Shads sade I 1965-9%

Nick Bedway (Medio

Nick Bedway AWheelng Central High Schuood, Cles ab DEXY, O ol the woen™ »
weratite and prol j AN '

e OVAC ¢

Adier ateeinhi

Spns buditor
Spworts Falitor nn Inrellige
Hed

llepy sports, vadosrs soul the Whee
I ey Bedway in 198, He wervad
W (v i ineption 1972 snnl BRE, Bedwiny also served as the OVAC i
~ hetball aned Baseball For

Morchorwe A
in ]m(

i
~ helul w Wheeling Sk S
1 et of support s il spores amd youth
ot the (Jll ul | edersiig Awsial from e Upper Otio Valbey D.:pp;r Dan Club. e abas
In\ LS \ul an ml- lru||| llw T \\‘l\.l-lll"ll.r\"l!.hﬂl\ Monitn D TN EEV gt ]
e Pomt aseball | ;s b v antied Une ()!nu |lh~\ Giulf A
ember of Iu- Wheeh £
i v it she W

vk aliredior Capter presiy
Bedwars sl tour cheldren sl fese Nive grasdehildng

Earl Klevins (officials)

2h Jls ol TR One ot thie Oliio Valley '~ tiwed
! bashetlafl aitivisds durlng o X3-year carcer irom 1938 10 1973
el Tor g sears belore Imnslerting
i 19, e played ligh sehool hasketbalt af Bath

v Callege whene T plasedd fontball zend Bashetbat) akong swith com
re voich Julin Kinglu.
s Lasketball s il 193Nl the Madisan gy mimasi
il Bradzepear il his o
ol Prane member. the Lite Walter Eleil Thary-tive
ioted iy more than 1300 tusketbal) e simd 570 fonnlsill

Peting i ek wmder e

Klewims ol
AIRPan s o RIE sy
alier OVAL
e, Kievias had of)

e
g pantier
er when he hung up b
mes on e gl selwsol aned

ames i e Sonthern Conlerence. the West Nirginia
Intercd aee Atlletic Conlerence anl at many ot colleges 8 e tri-sl
He alw pl wad professiomally with the W I\wlu\-' Bl lud.cth.nll e

ALY ml LT UG

1 patiettal wwria
ul up ket The
k) skale sgdes litle omd reamed wich
o pronp. Lol alsan wont swerons Oglebay Park Femns

b3 il whuch time B retired from competilne ten
Mumlbey % AL Bashetalb Classas presemted Rles s w il the Kobert “Bobty ©
D Ol Awanl o s wate Loey uve been maraad Tor more Lae M) They rsed heee
whuldren: arl Jr, Jikke s Robert Tl lase een Blessed with four grmdebilsdren and Tse 2reat prdcelallren




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Sam Andy (Coaches)

Sam Andy (Wheeling High Schoat, Class of 1958). The winningest coach i Ohin Valley
high school buys® basketball hisky with 611 witis over a 39-year career. Ay surpassed a
revord set by charter OVAC Hall of Fame nxductee Richarsd L. “Dick™ Potts

Andy"s head conching career included twas seasons 1 Frazeysburg (0.1 High Schoul {1964

9661 seven years at Wheeling High School (1969-1976) and the last 30 years at Wheeling
Park High Schuol {1976 2006).

Sevond all-time for victories it West Virginia' big school cliss, Andy's teams won three
Class AAA stale championships (1976 at Wheeling High, L9K0 and 1995 a1 Wheeling Park).
The 1995 state final was one of the memomble championship games in WV, boys” baskethall
hintory in Andy s Patnors defemed Beckley Woidrow Wikson Y9-96 1n: o triple-overtime mas
Terpiece

He also had saie vther Patriot squad fisiish as the siate runser-up (1997} aad four semifinaliv teams {1985, 19%),

998 and XM Andy coached in Y22 games and his clubs experienced vnly three Josiag seasons. Lmder his directi
Wheeling High and Wheeling Park qualified foe an QVAC revond 20 <iate toumaments, ln 37 years al the 1wo Ohia
Connty schools, Amdy prduced 3 secticaal champivnship teams, 28 Region One tithsts and ~six Ohis Valley Athletic
Conference division pennati winners.

Thretgl: muost of hes eanger. the Wheeling Wildeats i Pack Patriots domanated their rivals in the conference. win
nng T8 pervem of 1heir e st OVAC opponents. They abxe annually played a schedule that inchaded many of
the top baskelball powers in the vate, Aidy coached fuer West Virginia Plieyer ot 1he Year standeurs and had 31 play
e enm sullege scholarships. including several Bivision { stalwarts

He twice wirs honored as the OVAC Cauch of the Year [ 1976 and 19950 In M04. he was selected ax the Upper Ohio
Valley Dupper Dan Club™s Co-Mun of the Year alung with Monroe Centeal Coach Jay Circondan, in 2007 he was te
recipient of the Eurl Habertield Couches” Award presented by the committee directing the annual Samuel A, Mumley
OVAC Basketball Claxwc. A 1958 gruduate of Wheeling High Schuod, Amly graduated from West Liberty State
College m 1963 He was a basketball varter and lenermian i both schouls.

Bill Hinegardner (Coaches)

Rill Ninegardner iMeahore Bridge High School, Cliss of 196()). Referred to by the late Bill
Van Home as W.¥a_ Wrestling's “Man of Character,” Hincgardner received his bachelor's depree
from Concved College in 1965 and master's degree from YWest Vangima Unvetsity iz 1968, The
formier Concond basketball and baseball player entered the Mazshall Coonty Schoal System ax a
malhematics teacher in the 196363 schoed year He served as an assistant cokich in wresiling and
foutball ; Moundsville High for three years befune uiking vver the head wnestling position when
the cosolidated John Marshall High School apened i doors at the outsel of the 196869 sk
year. Duritig, his 14 years as head couch, the Monarch progrim became one of the most sucvess-
ful iy the OVAC and alsa in the siate of Wext Vinzinia. Hinegardier's reans wem four W, ¥, Class
AAA champitships (1972, 1973, 1974 and 1979). The Monarchs were alse runnersup four
times and finthed lower than sixth plice only vee in the W, Vi Stale Tournament. The Ron Mauck QVAC Wrestling
Tournament <aw Hinegardner's Juhn Marshall powertusses tzke the overall team title four times 11972, 73,74, 77 and
fiish »evend five times. The Monarchs also camied five OVAC Class 3. A titles and emerped as Cliss 4. A Dual Meet win-
ners {ive (imes. From December of 1471 through December of 1976, Hinegardiet s wrestlers wemt thewgh 41 struight
dual pratehes without 2 defeat, His overall dual meet record was 133-24-1 Hiteganlaer's progran peodiced X0 individ
ual state champiows. [n 1996, he was o inember of the lue Mike ™ matf that led John Marshall 10 the W, Vi, Class
AAA football title. He served ax Presivent or Direczor of the W, Vi, Wressling Coaches Assoc.: the Region One Cuawhes
Assuciation, Marshatl County Cosches Assaciation, Co-Director of the GVAC and W. Vi, State Tournaments; Executive
Baard Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrealing His awards inglude National Wresthng Hall of Fame
Lifetime Service in Wresling Award 12004); National High School Cuaches Association District 3 Couch of the Year
{1¥76), OVAC Coach of the Year (1974); W Va. Wrestling Cach of the Year ftheee sy, Upper Ohio Villey Dapper
Dan Achigvement Awands ftwa tmesy. Mr Mat Awied for contributions to the sport uf fing in the OVAC (1954);
Upper Ohwe Valley Dapper Dan Carl R. Hamll Award {2060); Moundsville Arest Juwor Chamber of Comsmerce Jim Exlge
Award {1977) given for oustanding work i religions and youth acnivities: and the John Marshal) High School Wall of
Fasme (First Cliss., 20051 After retring from Marshall Connry in 1999, Bil) went 1o work for the Switzerland of Ohio
Schaol District ar River High as a Guidance Counselor until he etiredt in 2004

Joe Fortunato (athiete - 19405)

Joe Fortunate (Mingo High School, Class of 1948). A mne-ume leuerwinner in
three spurts at Mingo (football, baskeiball and buseball). he was an All-Ohic Valley
Athletic Conferenee performer ax a feotball and basketbal) player.

Fortunuto enmlled ot Virginia Muditary [nstitute, but sransterred w Mississippi State
when the Keydets' heid couch Slick Morton accepred 1he job with the Bulldogs. At
Mississippi State. Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conterence fullbuck-ling-
backer.

The honorable mention All-America performer led Mi
had a game hugh of 169 yunds against North Texas State.

Highlight of his collegiate carcer cecurred when the Bulldogs defeated national champion Tennessee 7-
. Volenteers™ Coach General Tom Neylund prused Fortunato afier the game by calling him one of the
geeatess players his 1cams at Tennessee had ever faced.

Fununato was drafted in the seventh round by the Chivago Bears, but play¢d ong s¢ison in the Canadin
League before sipnang with the National Foutball League team

He started at linebavker for 12 seasons [ 1953-1966) with the “Monsters of the Midway ™ and was named
first seam AllPro three times along with being selected for the Pro Bowl on five secasions, The defensive
captain of the Bears was also captain of the last Pro Bow] wam coached by the legendary Vinee Lombardi

Afier his playing career, Fortunato spent two seasons on the Bears” stadf, coaching the linebackers onc
year and then serving as defensive coordinator the next year.

Fortunato also is the enly Ohio Valley athlete 1 be selected 10 the Natonal Italian American Sports Hadl
of Fyme, He was the leading vote-genier in The Intelligencer’s 1970 All-Time Ghio Valley Team, which
was selected by a vose of the area sports fans.

Fortunato adxo is 3 member of the Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame

ipp1 S1ate tn qushing and

Don Fleming (Athlete - 19505)

on Fleming (Shadyside High Schoul. Cliss of 1955). The two-time All-Chio Valley
Athletic Conference fint igam honoree in foulball, Flerming was captain of the Tigers' umle-
teated conferenve chiumpions in 19354, He also played ceater for the Shadyside squad that won
an OVAC division title in baskelball. This versatile athlete played in the Ohios Easl-West All-
Star baseball game held s Columbues and perfonted in the Chiv-West Virginia All-Star
Fuxtball Game held during the sumuner of 1955 i Wheeling [slimd Stadium. Fleming went on
to the Univenity of Florida oa i football schal He wis a three-year sarter aml a fwo-
wity end pertormer for the Gators, He was eected capiain of the 2958 wam 1hin played in the
Galur Bowl and was 3 member of the All Southesstern Conference team that sume yeur, He
wits drafied] by 1he Chicage Canlinals of the National Football League wxd the Boston Patnots
of the American Football League. However, Fleming efevtedd m remain jn college to complete wink an his degree and
pliy baseball. A a seniur, Fleming also wax chosen captain of the Florik baseball ieam that won the SEC champ
onship and eamed 1 berth 1 the NCAA tournaren . [n the spring of 1959, Fleming camed @ degree as a gonstnwtion
engincer. When Paul Brown. vwie-coach of the Cleveland Browns, traded for Fleming's NFL rights. Fleming
bypasseil signing with the baseball Baltinkwe Otivles iml decidded w play prefessional fooball Despite never having
plaved defensive back, he siarted as a rookic with the Browes at safery and made the NFL All Rookse team n 1968,
Atter his thind season with e Browns, Fleming was named to the ALL-NFL first team. [n that sfE-season. while work-
i vn 4 construction job building ut a bank in Florids, Fleming was kelled in an electrical accident, Bom Juse 15,
1937, Flenung wan just 25 years ofd at the time of his passing, Despite having played just three veasans with the
Browns, he had such in impiwt on the franchise thal they named their practice field, Fleming Field, in his biwsor and
retired No, 46, which was his number. The University of Florida named its intrunura field, Fleming Ficld. mw the
Flowida Alumnt Assoctation estibiished an awsmd in his pame that 15 given annually 1o the senior in any spest
exemplifying the best leaderstup qualities. He also wis selected tor induction into the Unsversity of Flonda™s Hall of
Fame and is 2 member of the State of Florida’s Athletic Hall of Fame. Shinlyside High School relired his nurnber {59)
and named its athletic complex Flesnng Field.

John Reger (athtete - 19505)

Johm Reger (Linsly High School, Cluss of 19505, This all-OVAC henaree in football
and hasketball was inducted into the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1998

Reger’s foathall achievements were remarkable considering that $ie was less than six-
feet tall and weighed just 125 pounds when he began competing as a high school athlere,
but he had mare imporant ateibutes such as a hugs, competitive heart and the determi-
matios of @ yuut® 1w ier his size. He played fuliback and nebacker at Linsly and captained
e 1949 Cadet squad that lost just one game (0 Trigdelphia (20-19) in what was regard-
ed as the muse memorable high school foutball contest played during that era at Wheeling, o
Island Sudium. vm

Reger wenl on 1o the University of Phtsburgh an a football scholarship and his freshman team an 1950 went
undefeaed. After just three vamity pames the following year. bis coflegiate ¢ateer was ended by a kece injury.
The Wheeling nattve returned home and was working in a gasoline station when his former high school cuach,
Ltz Rine. arranged a1 trvout for im with the Pittsburgh Steelers even though he kad not played football in three
years. Displaving the same grit and detersination he had shown (e Bagh school, Reger opened the 1995 scason
as one of the Sicelers’ santing linebackers. During his ninc scasons m Pitisburgh, Reger eamed three Pro Bowl
invitations He became vaptain of the Steelers defensive unit and was voted as the team’s MVP during the 1959
season., Reger playedd in his first Pro Bawl in 1960 and made two more appearasces in 1961 and 1962

He sustained  Jife-th ing and near ling injury during his final season in Pittsburgh during a
game against the Eagles at Franklin Fiekd in Pheladelphis. Reger wis hit 3o the head and had a spismin his throa
that cut off gir. Fortunately, the ambulanee they sent for inclusded oxygen and he was revived Following tha
barrowing inciclent, gvery team in the NFL was required o have oxygen on the sidelines.

Reger was pliwced on wirivers by the Steelers prior W the stan of the regular season in 1964 and he wax picked
up by the Washurgion Recluking, for whom he played three more yeats before retining. Overall, he played 12 sea-
sotw in the NFL

Bob Kelley (aniete - 19605)

Bob Kelley (Weir High School. Class of 1961), Kelley made the most of his gified
and speedy legs w carve his niche o the Weir High and OVAC record books in two
sports. He wirs 2 star bosh an the gndicen and the wack cinders for the Red Riders,

Ketley — coiched by the legendary Jim Carey — rushed for 2,730 yards aml 42
career touchdowns, Kelley led Weir to a 10-1 season amd the West Virginia state
championship i 1960, He gained 1,259 yurds that year with 22 wochdowns.

In the 400 rout of Nitre in the state championship game. Kelley was a one-man
wrecking crew, He tallied four TDs and passed dor 3 fifth,

Kelley was also o twoowaty starter as 3 junior for the Red Riders. He was the secorud
underclassmen in sure history to neccive the Kennedy Award (1959), bestowsdd gach year un the stue’™s
premier prep football player, and the et wanner from the OVAC The finitteam all-West Vinginia and al
OVAC honoree captured the Wigwam aml Scholastic Magazine All-American honors as the Red Riders were
ranked | 1th nationally, He plaved in che OVAC All-Star Game and left with Must Valuable Player accolades

Kelley also mike hus mark @ track his senior season, He established a Steel Valley League record of 9.95
sgeonds for the [(0yand dash and an OVAC meet standard of 10.) sevonds at the same distange

He was voted must valuable performer it the OVAC meet where be won three gold medals and one silver
i{e went on o win four regional ek titkes and four more medals in the state meet, including second place v
the [tX)-yanf dash

Afier graduation from Weir. Kelley matricalated to Cameron Junior College 1in Oklahoma He led the Aggies
10 the JUCQ champienship, beating Bukerstield, 28-20, in a game played in the Rase Bowl. Kelley led
Cameron with 712 yards on the season, ¢aemng first-ieam all-Oklzhoma Conterence team honors. He was also
honored en the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All-American team as a first-team halfback.

He luter atieled Oklahoma State and Coloradu. but was sidelined due to injurics

Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (atlete - 19605)

Hobert 'Bo' McConnaughy {Wheeling Central High School, Class of 19661 He was 2
two-spart phenom for the Maroon Keights in the mid [966)s_ starming in baskesball and base
ball

McCannaughy was a four-year letterman i both spons, gaining fint-teem all-sate hons
i in baseball as a senior. That same year be gamered second-team all-West Virginia lau
rels in Roups after helping kad the Maroon Kaighis to the West Virgsia Catbolic
Toumament title,

[n basebali. McConnaughy is considered ane of the best shortstops the Otio Valley prep
ranks fas ever producest. He went it star at West Liberty Stare Cullzge in both sports.

In 1970, Muloanaeghy was named firtream aS-WVIAL as 3 shortstop and shonly
thereafier signed a professionul contract with the Baltimore Orioles A year previously. he was drafted by the
Cincinnati Reds in the 248 rousf, tive rounds ahead of Ken Gritley, St

He spent threg yeans 1n the Onoles’ farm system before retuming heme and starving for ihe Warwoud Reds of
the Ohi Valley Baseball Lexgue.

Bu was a second-team all-conference selection s a semor for the Hilhoppers” hoop leam

MeCunnzughy has masntained his retationship with West Liberty. finishing up his 25th year ot the Hillwppers
baseball hetm

He has accumulated mone than 30 wins at his alma mater w0 g with five conference crowns and a berth in the
1991 NALA Wikl Series. MeConnaughy led the Blxk & Gold t their firt-ever NCAA Regional Plyofis in
1995,

MeConraughy wis elecied o the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame in 1948 He has been numed WVIAC
Cuach-uf-The-Year on four oecasions.

In addition to baseball, he has coached fuotball, rack and men’s and somen’s busketball at West Libeny. He s
currently in charge of the WLSC Intrumurihs Program.

Gene Cattane (athlete - 1970s)

Gene Cattane 15t Clairsville High Schoul, Class of 19775, Cattane put together an impres
sive four-yeur career on the diamond as 3 ~hortsiop and pitcher for the Red Devils.

Some Mb years laler. he till minks in Ohio's Wep 10 in twe statistical categories = No. 4 an
the all-ume caceet hit fist with 172 and No. 7 in RBI with 145, In [19 varaty games, Cattane’™s
career numbers alse included a buttiag average of 431 with 127 runs scored, 29 bisme funs.

3 tnples and 25 doubles. As a picher, he compiled a 14«11 career recorsl.

He was a four-ume all-Valtey selection (secoms! tewm as u freshenan and fisst team the aext
three years. including serving as cuptain as a senivr) and he was selected i participate in four
Eastern Ohio Baseball League All-Star Games. Cattane was also tubbed for the Ohio All-Star
Series in Columbus. equivalent 1o gaining all-state honors at that tese.

As o seniot. Cttane helped the Red Devils we the OVAC Class 3-A championship and a 23-9 everall record. He
batted 478 ififth in the valley) with valley-deading tatals of 54 hits. 10 hume runs, 38 RBI and 35 runs seored, (e
also hant Four triples. six doubles and 16 stolen bases. On the mound, he was 6-2 with o 1,73 ER.A.in 52.2 innings.
striking vt 71 white watking 27 wnd allowing 31 hits. Cattane’s jurioe numbers included a 455 average {£ifth in the
QVAC}H with valley besls in home runs (K) and RBI (36) along with 20 hits, five doubles, three triples and 26 runy
seored. As a sophomone. he hit 349 with valley highs in home runs {9) and RBI (46) along with 3% hits, Tour dou.
bles, three triples and 32 runs scored. His freshman totals included a 449 average |fourth in the OVAC) and valley-
Teadmyg magks In hits (4 and runs syored 134) along with 10 doubles, three triples, lwa home muns and 25 RBI

In additien to his high school exploits, Cattune was also 2 standout American Legion player. He was named Ohio
American Lagioa Playee of the Year in 1976 after leading Miynard Post 666 1o 2 state runner-ug tinisk with 2 28-7
recond, bating 550 For the season includiag 433 in seven wurmament games. He alw played for mare than 10 year
with Maynard of the Ohiv Valley Baseball League and was a perennial all-star,

Cattune. inducted into the $1.C. Hall uf Fame in 2006. died 1n 2 coal miming acaident on Sept. 1), 1990 at the age
of 1
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (athlete - 19805)
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OVAC Museum Seeks
Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. the nation’s largest
high school conference with 52 member schools. has estab-
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its
member schools — past and present — and is currently seek-
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display
case for its trophies, photographs and other items 1o showcase
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office
at 740-671-3269,

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

James ‘Jimmy’ Stewart (Media)

James C. " Jimmy* Stewart (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1913). Stewant devot-
ed nearly a half-centuny to the newspaper profession, serving with great distinction

He began bix carcer associated with the Wheeling News and The Register, which then
were sepinile newspiapers. Stewart wis spons editlor of the now-defunct Wheeling
Telegraph from 1921 throwgh 1929 aml later became the sports editor of the News.
Regier. He eventually concluded hes long career as the associae spons editor of the N-
R where he worked alongside fellow Hal of Famer Bitl Yan Horme

In the early yeurs of the OVAC, the conferenge pechups had oo greater friend than

John Craig (Coaches)

Jakta Craig (Follaosbee High School, Class of 19671, Craig enjoyed an iflusirious
26-year career as o head wresthng coach, including two seasons ar Hillsboro {Ohio)
High School. 18 years at Steubenville Big Red and five years at [ndian Creck High
School in Wintersville

While a1 Big Red. his teams eamed six overall championships in the OVAC
Wrestling Tournasment. Steubenvelle also captured seven divisional ties and finished
in the top three 2 wial of 13 1 it the conference championship event, Thiny-one of
hix Big Red muimen eamed individual conference tittes. He had 87 qualifiers for the
Ohio sate meet. five of whom eared individual champivnships. and 23 who were state

*himmy " Stewan. this acvarding to Van Home himselt. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept
the weekly standings on football and buskewbatl unil hes retirement on December 31,
1963, Stewart alse painstakingly kept record books that proved invaluable t unyung interested in Ohio Valley
sports lore. He adwo was recognized as a walking encyclopedin on loval athletics, His brad wis i sturehouse
of sports information. What wasn s committed to his memory could be found in his pocket-sized record books
and envelopes which filled his desk amd filing vabinet

Beginning in the early 1920+, Stewart’s “Lookin® Em Over” column was one of the most widely-rend
Ihroughout the area [n Jaier yvears, he penned a golf columa, "The [%h Hole,” which appeared in the news
paper every Sunday from (e spring months into the fall. He also initiated a popular Monday column on area
collegine sporis which he titled. “With the Colleges.”

He was also involved wilk the scheduling of baskesbat] games worked by members of the Ohio Valley
Buoard of Appruved Basketball Officials. His love of sandlot baseball was well known, as he almost meto-
lously covered happenings in the okl Inselligencer and United Mine Workers bascball leagues.

A quiet man who never cast bimself in the limelight during his carger, Stewart was honored with  special
award at the time of his retirement frim an appreciative Ohio Valley Athlesie Conterence. He abvo received an
awiard of appreciatiun from the Upper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan Club.

place-winnens. His 1eam finished in the top five at the O stare warnament four iimes,
including # runncr-up finish in 1483

Craig’s 1989 sqquud finished the regular seasan ranked No. | in The Associated Press Divisaon (1 wrestling
pudl and placed third ac the state wumament. His overall duad meet record was 200 -74:3 and he coactied his
teams (o 42 toumament championships. including nine district titles, Four times, his t¢ams tumed in unde-
feated dual meet records, Several of his former weesitérs went on to compele in college a1 schouls such as
Ohio State, Purduc. Army. Nuvy atwf Wesl Libesty. One of his protégés won i Big 10 championship and oth
ers were plage-winners in the NCAA Division B 1L 1T amd NALA natienal woumaments.

Craiyg was numed QVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on five accasions and was presented the prestigious
“Mr. Mat Award™ in 2422, He is a member of the Ohiv Wrestling Couches and the West Libenty State College
Athletic Halls of Fame_ 1n 1989, he was sclected s the East-Suntheast Wrestling Cuach of the Year and the
Ohwo Division 1) Coach of the Year. For 21 years, Craig served as a wrestling official on the youth. junior
high. high school, college and open levels. As a pnncipal at Indian Creek. he was one of the founders of the
Buckeye B Albletic League

A~ an athlete. Craig wrestled at Follansbee High School and was a three-year fetierman st West Libery
where he earned WYIAC championships three times and twice was the MVP in the conference toumament.
1n 1972, Craig was the nuaner-up in the NALA nations] meet, where he eamed All-American honors.

Robert ‘Bob’ Kettlewell (Coaches)

Robert §. " Bob™ Kealewel! {Linxly Military Instiune. Class of (9475 During his 20 years
as the heiwl ¢nach at Winterwville High Schaol (1956-75), Ketllewel™ 1eams posted a 143+
i3 10 reconl . the third-bese winning percentage in Ohio Valley history fac coaches with 100
s more wins, His teams camed ning league championshigs (four i the Big Eight and tive
OVAC titles). Wintersville won its tinst OVAC crown under Keulewell in 1956, got its sec-
ond in 1966 and then ciplured three in 4 row from (970 threngh 1972, which equaled a
record held previously by Bellae and Marins Ferry,

Kettlewell had three undefeated 1eams at Wintersville ~ 1957, [967 amd 1972 — and
seven ¢lubs thal sustained just one loss. From 1966 through “73. the Wamiors lost only 11 games, Umder
Kettlewell's direction, Wimersville scored in it record 140 straight games, ending with a scoreless tie against
Bellnire in a contest that saw the Gold Warriors denied what would have been a game-winning and sireak -contin-
uing touchdow s bevanse of a penalty.

Amang the saes coached by shis highly-regarded mentae was Detinie Yasing. the Ohio Valley career rushing
record holder, Antong the other numerous college athletic football sandouts wioeed by Ketilewell wers Ohio State
capratin At Jack who played on an undefeated Rose Bowl tesett with the Buckeyes. and Roger Alford. the first
black 1o sign at Weat Vieginia University.

Kunlewell alser wais o standon acbere while playing at Linsly Military Institute, He lenered in Four <ports and
played featball a¢ West Virginia University, where he also lettensd.

ladian Creek High School's {fomuery Winwrsville High) fooiball facility was renamed “Bob Kenlewell
Memorial Stadium™ in his honor, In 1990 Bob was the Fourth Ohio Valley coach inducied into the Chio Foolball
Cuaches Assoctation Hall of Fame. He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dupper Dan Hall of Fame in 1987

William “Bill’ Thomas (Officials)

Witliam D). “Bill” Thomas (Bellaire High Schoul, Class of 19521, Duning a 48-year
career as a lrack official, Themas served as the meet referee for nearly every major
champuonship in the Ohio Valley. The list includes the Martins Ferry and Shadyside
Relays: the S1. Claicsville, Bamesville and Wheeling Park Invitauonals; Cal Gitfin
Track Classic: varipus OVAC championship meers, West Vinginia Regionals and the
Ohie High School Athletic Association Eastern Secnional aml District meets

He wus a meet official for 10 OVAC schonls, mcluding Bellwire, Barnesville,
Cambridge. John Marshall, Mantins Ferry, Shadyside. Skyvue. 5t, Clairsville, Wheelinyg
Park and Uniun Local and Themas also worked as a meet official at the Mansfield
Relays (15 vears); Bellaire Relays (4K yeansk; Ohuo regional championships { Wi yearsy
amd Lhe Ohin high school stale meets for boys aad girks (15 yearss, Thomas also served as meet director as
numerous Buckeye State district and regivnal events, aleng with the OVAC Track Champienships

He receivenl the OVAC Cal Gitfin Award for service (o track and field m 1983; was honorary referee at the
Bellaire Reluys in 1996 and was bonored again during the 30-year celebration of the famed Bellmre meet in
2xid. The former Bellaire High athletic great s 2 member of the schuad’s Wall of Fame

Themas attend Missis<ippi State on a football scholacship and also lettered there in track his freshman year
After two years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Army and served overseas before coming home and play
ing un the 1956 National Servive football championship wam, coschied by Dun Coryell, wha Later coached
the San Diega Chargers. Thomas finished his college career at West Liberty State College where he lenercd
in football and baseball, He also had a long amd successful career in coaching. He spent five years as am assis
tant in foorbal? and basketball at Bellaire High. After that tenure, he went St Clarsville as head baseball
coach amd an assiseant i footbalt and basketball. Bitl Yater spent five years as head football couch ut
Bamesville before becoming athletic director at Bellasre m 1973, He servesd as head coach a1 Union Local
from 1978 until 19%F when he retumed (o Bellaing as a teacher until ceunng in [9RY

Tom Keane (Aihlete - 1940s)

Tom Keane [Linsly Militery Institute, Class of 1944) The Bellare nagive was a
multi-sport standowt for the Cadets and carmed AI-OVAC basketball and football vn the
firse selecnions in 1943-34 He also was an All-City basketball selection. As ¢ seneor on
a 7-3 reconl Cadet football team, the two-way back and punter retumed a pass inter
ception 106 yards 1o score in an [R-6 wit over Warwood.

He enrolled at Ohio State where he lettered as i freshman before serving 20 months
in the U.S. Navy.

LUpon discharge, he enrolled at West Vieginia University and lenered in 1946 and
1947, beeoming i mne Jettenman st both QSU and WV

Keane wax a third noond pick and 18¢h overall National Football League Draft selection by the Los Angeles
Rum in 1448, He played eight NFL seasons, and 87 gimes, as 3 defensive back-offensive end inclading the
first four with the Rams. In 1952, he played with the Datlas Texans betore two years with the Bulimore Colts
and ended hes career 1 1955 with the Chicage Cardinals, He was i two-time Alt-Pro and played in the 1953
Pro Bow). ranked secomd in the NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in three NFL championship
games including the 1931 Ramy” sitle teawm. From [Y38-52, both Keang brothers competed in the NFL.

He wan a long-time assistant coach o ke NFL including Chicage Cardinals from 1957-3%, Pinsburgh
1963 and was an original membet of the Miamsi Dolphins’ staff in [966 where he remained through 1983 as
detensive backs and ~pecizl teams coach. In 1962, he bevame the fisst head coach of the Wheeling Ironmen
and served untl jomning the Steelers’ staff, The Ironmen went 9-4 in 1962 before winning the Unned Footbali
League title with it 12-) record in 2963, [In 1964, 1he [ronmen were 7.7

Keane died at age 74 in 24X

Nick Mumley (alete - 19505)

Nick Mumley [Wheeling High School, Class of 1953). One of the most honored
three-sport athleies in the Tong history of Wheeling High, he starred in football. bas
ketball and track, eaming three varsity letters in each

He was first team All-State in fooball as o twosway end and he alswo received All
OVAC and All-City accoladex.

In basketball, he was first team afl-class All-West Virginiz as a senior and was a two-
time AlLOVAC and All-City fint team selevtion. He seozed 158 points per game s i
junior and 24.3 per outing as a senior

As 2 Wildcat sensor in 1955, the 6-foul-6 center was the anchor of the final team coached by OVAC
Legends” honoree Everert Brinkman which won 1ts first [ games befere bowing in the regular season finale
at Bellaire. The OVAC title-winning leam won the seetional and regienal titkes before buwing in the fimd
rouny of the state togmament o Mullens us finssh with a 22-2 record.

He also scored 30 points in & recond-setting 146-110 victory avee Weir High at Madison Gymnasium. a
game which wet Ohie Valley and West Virginia marks for combined points it a game {256+

In track, he won two state one-class shot put titles with marks of 51-3 112 in (955 and 52-2 14 in [954
and two QVAC shol put crowns, including a conference-record tuss of 53-5 112

He earmed a foatball scholarship o Purdue University, wheee he lettered thres yeurs as a regular awosway
end.

He wis the 515t overall NFL dradt pick in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles. but opwed  play in the new
Amerivan Futball League where Be competed three seasons from 1960462 with the New York Titans 2 fore
runner of the Jets. as a defensive end-offensive tackle, He played @ a wial of 42 AFL games

Tom Yakubowski (athlete - 19505)

Tom Yakubowski (Adena High School, Class of 1958). A three-~pon standout for the
Guolden Wave who stamed in the first year the school joined the conference. which
expunded 1 three classes in [957-38,

At Adena, he was a three-sport leam caplain in football, basketball and baseball and
earned 10) letters— Four in baseball at sheee each in baskeball and football.

The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown, He was
a fultback-linebavker-yuarterback in foetbatl and an AILOVAC. All-Valley Smadl
Schoof and All-East Ohiv Athletic Lewgue selection, He was the MVP of the 1958 Ohie-
W Va, All-Star game won by Ohio, 2540, He scored 13 points and stareed s fullback-
linebucker.

In tasketbal), he wiws it two-time Atl-East Ohio Athlelic League honoree and averaged i double figores for
three seasons. including 11.3 puints per game as o sophomare; 175 points as a Junior and 9.2 points as 31
Senivr.

In bassebuall, the pricher-intielder was an All-Ohio selection as a senior and he alse pitchied o the East-Weal
AllStar game m Columbus He led the Golden Wave w a 12-1 record, fusing in the regionad finals o
Northwestern High and future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He wssed two one-hitters in a three-day
span and hid 32 243 consecutive scoreless innings in tsrnament play. which zanks secomst in the Ohin High
Schoed record book

He camed a football scholarship to Purdue University, where he fetered as a sophomore and senior full-
back-tinebacker while sutfering a seriex of knee injuries. He was secend on the wam in rushing (310 yards)
as it sephomarne. He afso played baxeball one seawon at Purduc,

Yakubowski competed in the 1962 Blue-Gray Al Star Football Gae and tried vut as a free agent with the
Buffalo Bills,

Bilt Kennedy (athlete - 1960s)

Bill Kermedy (Wurwousl High Schouol, Class of 19675, Basketball and Bill Kennedy
are synoaymaus, Some four-plus decades <ince <tarring at old Warwood High Schaal
basketbalt il i 3 major part of his life

Kennedy enjoyed @ stellur prep vareer with the Vikings, The duzzling 6 . 2 guard led
Warwoud 1o state Class AA busketball tmmament appearunces in both the 1966 and “67
campaigns. He cupped his prep hoop career by sparking the Yikings to the school’s only
state busketball crown. That team finished with a stellar 24-2 mark, including closing the
setsen ofL 3 ) Segame victory run. Warwood captured its Tirst QVAC hoop titke in 21 years
with Kennedy providing much of the firgpower with has 26.2 points per game average.

The explosive backeour dumly gamered fini-team All-West Virginia, AI-OVAC, and
All-City plaudits Just a seson privr, Kennedy led the Vikings to 3 22-4 mark and the state semifinaly befure
being eliminated by Mullens. He was a firsi-team All-QVAC honaoree that year and wis named an alt-state tour
nament sefection, an honor he duplicated as a senior. Kennedy finished hix iltustrious Vikings basketball career
with more than | 206 paints. He was also an accomplished high jumper. as reflected in his third-place finish in
the state Class AA meet av 3 senior

His basketball achievements camed him a spot with the West Liberty State College basketball team. He wast
ed no time in making hix mark for the Hifhoppers. leading the weam wn scoring in both his freshman and soph-
vmore seasons with 5% and 443 points. respecuvely. Kennedy earned all- WYIAC and all-tourmament plaedits
as a freshmae.

His two years of impressive play with WLSC provided a springboard to a transfer 1 Anzona State Univensity
for the 1971 and 72 seasons Kennedy proved he was ao smalloschool wonder as he led the Sun Devils in sgor-
ing both seasons. averaging 14 R and 14.6 points per game. respectively. His two-year point wlal of 763 is the
ninth best tor a Sun Devid in a two-year carcer. All tald. he scored 1719 on the collegiate level,

His play at Anzena Stte caught the eyes of professional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA,
but mpled for a career as u basketball officiat. Kennedy, whu still mesides in the Phoenix area. cantinues 1o be 2
Pae- 100 college baskethall offieial,
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Bob Rieves (amlete - 19605

foh Rieves {Wheol gh School, Class of %69, Seme 20 years alter i
Tinad prep cace. Rieves ais he measuring stich Jur speom greatiess i use Ohis
Vall e | 36-pound mercurial-heeted rocket was nothieg short of sensitional during
hin career with the Wikl

Rieves was nearly intouchable s Tinal two vears o the hagh sehool ek,

As g senior, Rieves umed in e performace that sl ranks with the all-time zrem
ONVAC running Ietes. He broke two stige recerds m the stae chamypsosship meet while
fying i thind

He Iistered the 220-yand dashin a new state stasdand of 2035 while he smashed the
4 mark by 1.2 sweonds via his 477 chwking.  Rieves scintilkaing 95 o the 110
vquitked the seate reeord. His assalt on the state reconds resdtesd m him becuming te 5imt QVAC athlete o
28 years to be e saty nxeet™s h seurer.

1 it stae champion s the 220008 i jumor,
The Wokdc star captured hve individual OVAC sprinn gold medals m b
Hl- mprewive elfons Belped lel Wheeling High o the 1969 OVAC

| 1w years ol hegh school
i championship. e scbinl™ il

1l 330 aind
s Bellnre

anee i eellected in the Tact that he wars undeteated as aseniar in the 220
never u.nrw than second in the 10 in tht time. e tied For Bigh-pemn honers in the presu
~ his semior year whale being the high seores in evers other meet that sprisg
5 avvomplishmenes were we impressive that his trsck jersey was retired at the sonual
Wheeling High aswards isembly.

Rieves camed 4 trwk scholirship o West Virginia Umiversity. He competed or two seasons Tor the
Mountaineers. He eaened his bavhelor of seience degree in kindscape archited He mpow resadus in Brooklyn
and s emplved by the New York City Parks & Recreation Depamiment as o capinal projects anily st

Mike Kovalick :Aticte - 1970

\hl-v Kevalick (Betlaire Tigh School. Cliss of 19730, Kovalick has the distinetion
b beasg a Iwoesport sundout. but alse i twasste statlout.
vk, by son o tegendary coach George Kovalick, was aprey;
Turmer for chree sears il Weir Hhigh belore madrivulatiog e Belliine 11
sar. Bolly sohools benelited frons his prsssess om the zridinm s cm cthe mal

Kovalick i~ a rare stne champron wrestier in basth West Virgings and Ohio. He turned
the vk the Muantam St as a junior ue the Red Riders and ped his prep mat
wareer with o state championship m e Becheye See e the Big Reds. Both wresiting
crowns e i ihe 183 pound «lasificatom,
he gowerlul mstman was seae-gerfect Bis el two years ot the mal, He won 27 of 25 matehes is a jun-
or belorg running the able mall 23 bougs is semor: He s OVAC chmpiosn both santers alter pl
1ifih s 51 suphomaon:

He tinished his illustriows wresthing career with oosgellar 522222 mark

Kovalick continued s o suceess o the collegnate BDiviaon 1 level Be wresthed for Bobby Douglis
Arcona S, Rovalick fmshed ax PAC IO runner up at 1940 posmds i s senior seinon

Kaonalich = Hellaire High s irstsever stae wrestling champion = was indoctes] e the sehwsal s Tl ot
lamie in (953

He wits il an allstar peelormier in foothall, The iwosway hneman anchored she Meir High menches his
suphomore s Junior seaes and tilled the sate role Tor Belliee in 1974,

Kowalich varted all- and all-OVAC honors his Binal 1wa seans, Moreover, he wies samed all-Ohin in
Toatbal! his semor cumpingn ol by plised m the OVAC ALLStar Gang

Kenalich resides i Wheeling.

il s el per-
For his seoer

Joe Pettini (athiee - 19705)

Joe Perrini (Brooke 1igh Schonl, Cliss of 1973, Pettini is without question ot the
short list of the greatest prep hoschadl players in Ohio balley anngds, His high school
diamond resume is overflowing with aceomplishmems which led we i sparkling colle-
giate vaneer at Menger U

The muln-safented Petdan staned every gune during his Brooke High career some
130 cantests, He didn™ <kip o beat an Mereer, starting all 196 games for the Magcon,
Geongia-bived instituiun,

Petuni ot only enjoyedd individunl success in his prep
o coseted ~tate basebadl champiomship, He w, W
irginig selection and wis twice maumed capliin of the all - Valley squad.
vaptam o both the all-Nalley and all-Ov A LI INFTR | 11T 8

Adter his brilliam Mercer career, Petting was signed o noa-dratied Tree ageat with the Munineal Expos in
1977, He was Liter traded 10 Franciswo, playing e seasons with che Giants. Pettini linisbed his protes
sional baschall career by playang three 3 with the Cliss AXA Lonisville Redbinds

He then entered the coaching ranks, holding sesesal dilfesent posts, s 1
with Tlanihon, Ontacio in (989, He meoved o St Petersburg for the 156360
seirwi Pettini ended his minor keague masagerial carger by guud
Ansociation chmpivnship,

Pettim gained o Plum sk in 200 when S1, Carditah” matiage
has bench coach, o position be <Gl hokls by He atianed the alienale
championship ring with the Cardiak

Jow i Bis wile Barbara Bane 1wo children, Michetle §2
Wi,

b alse led the Broins
e (Ie-eant all-West
He eamed the distinetion of be

1l vreer commeneed
Arkan for three

SYand Joseph Jantes 1200, They reside in Beshans,

Connie Doutt (atmiet: - 1950s)

Cannie Dowtt (Buckeye Tanl High School, Clns ol 195100 At a0time when girk
aprrts wene stariay (o Ghe Bkl i bigh school athletivs, Dogle wis ong of the fing who
three spurts = Binketball volleybsall and soithall — But s wis on twe bos-
hethall court whesy she had Ber Biggest inpagl.

The whoots all-time leading \u-ru with [ S42 points wiwe also had 338 career
rebounds. the 3.7 guard lepcd Trail W four strught weips w the OHSAA S
Tournamens under Coach Gave Linn luding o e chilt]]])i(“]\hi]] durmg her sopho-
mesre swason in 14979,

In her treshiman year, Trsl posed o 2240 record, with Doun seoring 283 poksis aml
ing .v\wu.:lul Press All-Ohin honosibile miention. She sconed 31 pnmh wsAhe Ladh
i weet 2340 in wisning the <tae titke @ her sephomone n, with Dontt named 1he stale vumianeni
hYAY l’ el agam zaining onorible memsion AN-Obie avcalades. The team went 26-1 il Doult s a |m|nr

2 il Shc reccived Tint searm A-Chie From United Pross atemational and finished s eunnier-
tanmviate Lori Heady, She i alasicthind keam Al-Ohio pick by AP
ul el s o speak s seni when she seored XS rangs and was firs] eam
UPLAN-OBio aml “Pls er of the Year™ i owetl s fimd gesm AP A-Ote al Tiesg team ALGVAC, Thag »
Trail pested a1 231 record, scaeiey the ady Wartior Record dueing Doutes four sears sas an incredibi 1.
T She Wi selecied Tur the Tir Ol Nonh-Souh All-Star Game and seored 15 pudin, weans game MVT -
o,

Do weas alsee o Toursyear sturter and Seierwiniier s both solleyball and sidthal. plis o the Loy
Warrion stale tournaent wam in Y79, Ske was indueted it the Backeve Trad Athlene Has ol e
140,

The tkerted ciger wenl on o e fourss ear cazreer al the Unisersiny of Michigan. beee the schawd s
sl out-ul-staie scholarship recpient in woemen’s baskeiball, For her career ai Michigan, Dootl scored 403
pranits, had 267 rebounds and TH sy,

Dt imewved 1 the b

Jay Peterson et - 19505)

Juy Peterson (Cadiz llu_.h School, Class of 198U A specticular Tour-sport athlels,
Peterson made bas biggest intpat on the fonball tickl
dazsled as o running back with numenous mensorable perommune
-y lllu\km (Jhm Valkey- rl’\‘nnl 17 ¥k ikl g

Pclcr\ml I>rl-kc revond held by OVAC

“Legend” hona S yards on 200 varties
1o lead Cadiz to an B40-2 record. He just missed the medem single-season s revond
with lll p-\inh (22 T 28 PAY kichs), ome point by of OVAC THall of F
) 1R m.xrl. ut afh] pmnh

h J B h-u(h.nll Nur, 22 tetired h\ the shonl.
st e in the TO0-meters s osemioe C1T8Y sevomds b and ik hiwd
the Eastest WXy and oo TLOL3E that year He won the OVAC Clss AA TO-meter race in 111 wecvasds.

He split sprng duty between b wid baseball and was an All b lrle menuon ek, hinisg 352 and
revurding 25 stolen hivsers ot an 18- rewond eam, Peierson alws purt Bashetball i sophomare and jun-
wr.

He vamed o wholarshap e i
Conference Tnotball e inchul

Valley career |l\l] and wened 344 poi
Ity track, he recorded the O Va

i ECH0Y Larveesity aomd wirs lwnored three times on the All-Mid Amengcan
s aevudsdes i 1982, sevand team

Folkow ing dis grwdudion Irom \Ii;uni in 1UXS
v wellas Ciwe

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 19505

Mark Cisar | Magowlia High School CL
b i slate I'mlh.lll "l’I._xr of the Y,

w o [R5, He is the only two- |um mn-v.r
and w OVAC
Hc W .:I\n ll\c

|y el qu.m'crb:lck. N
wompiled @ 1wt ey -nl ul
under the wiels is [
bagkup, he parsed Tor Chin \.|Ilu tevord
E . In p.lwu] Tur 3t runn.l ‘.rl')l vimls and H

Bagle wam~ thin
up wice
v.l N i i

l)\. ”L .||w hicked o \.‘llu .lnd stae revond tal ol 53

ey pitcher

where he was i lour
three-tume aliscon.

1he carmed o
watr suarter, He was named Big S

“Pucher o the Year™ in 14995
Seuth Atlintie League title
Iu\ e Quﬂk‘ an independ -

The wirs drafted by the Boston Red $os and was ihe Red Snx Rowhic League
T 1999 e win selected o the §
0 "R member of the Ay
<nl

It cosae
hoat Linion L lligh Schendl, guiding the lets wea =1 pecord and their Tirst
1 berttin 2007 Tle was named 1he Eastem District’s Divasion IV “Co-Caach of the Year™

Iit. B
ever OHSAA piin

Suzie Dailer catitete - 1990s)

Suzie Baifer W heeling Contral Catholie High School, Class of 1911 She prosed o
e atrue “gueen of the count™ in nemy way s, eseelling for four years i Binketbalt and
tennis aned addi coaple of Tine e in volley Tur pnv.l ncasure .

In bisketbill. Dailer gain AL-West Viggima recogn weluding 1irs
e in Clins A/ s o mphmmnrc wnd sereor and second 1 vr. Shye
Wils .|I~n.| hree-tinwe ,\n ()\,\( and .\II v P e selecton amd o pwelime Al
three-point tickl goals all Toar year,
3 Finished her L.lr\:v:r with 1 351 poinis,

il his. Danler led Central 1o three straight
OV \( Cliss AA th.ll'l'l|)lﬂl'l\|'ll|)‘ atyd was asopheinen o the Knighis” W, Vi, Clins ,\.\
state funngr-up syuad i 1982, Central posted 0 77-17 recond during her career.

Jo tennis. she also lettered four years ind had tr\'um\dnu‘ wecess in hnlh ()\.\( and ~Gite ournn
culmimating i W, \’- WL st dnuhlu u 3

mishes an 1hg Sl
its aenior. helping the eam w a
n§pitdes sl i Class AN nsoserap linishe in the stie

luur-y var suner lenerwinner, She tinished
1l had the TTEh-Dest singleseasen in 2034524

e-gamie (X1, single-seavon (997 aud career (2911 llmu -paintters, had the ~in
Zleseason record fur assists t (-‘I and was second i career assisgs R, Hler allatar Bonors gt St
iture includyd second wkam all-conlyrence as o sophomose and third team as o semr, The K3
on | Women's Baskesball Natiomal Three-Poinl Shoating champion, she was inducted imte the St
Homavemre Athletic Hall o Fame in 2006

s e schovd s ikl alf-gieme 1
i She set recends lug sing
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Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (ovac ‘Famity")

Richard "Dick” Edge {Wheeling High School, Class of 1954), To say Edge has
worn many different hals over the years world be it vine understaternent

Hie has spent 42 years in éducation, serving is a teacher, coach, issistant principal. prin-
cipal and superintendent at various OVAC-member schools

Exdge couched n various capaeities at Triadelphia, Warwaod and Wintersville high
sebools, starting the wrestling programs at both Triadelphia and Warwood as well as
four junior high programs in Ohio County, He coiched Warwnod 10 an undeteated sea-
sont and an OVAC wrestling championship as well ax sixth place finish in the WV,
State Tournament when there was only one classification. He also oo-foumded and
coached summer track and girls” softball programs in Waintersviille

Amaong his accolades were being named Ohio Exsteen District Wrestling Couch of the Year in 1975 receiy-
ing the OVAC™s prestigious “Mr. Min" Award in 1979; indactive inte the West Liberty St College Halt of
Fame in 1997: and selection 1o the WLSC Wall of Honor for Outstanding Alumni in 2003,

Edge served as president of the OVAC during the 1986-87 and Y8784 school yeans ard served as o member
of the OVAC Executive Bourd Tor many vears. He wits also a past president of the Tri-County Athletic League
and 1he East Central Ohio League

He also officated at various [evels in foorball. baskesball and track.

Edge represented Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC All-Siar Fooball Game and then wenl on 1 West
Libenty Suite College where he was a foursyear lenerman, two-time all-West Vinginia Conference seleeion
ek the team's co-Caprain as i sentor,

He received his B A, in Business Education, Health Edugation and Physical Education and a Master's
Degree in Secondary Administrarion from the University of Daylon, He is a [0S Army veteran, servesg
active duty Trom 93R-60 and in the reserves From [960-63

Dr. Vincent ‘Vince’ Monseau (OVAC *Contributor®)

Dr. Vincent “Vince™ Monseau |Weir High Schoot, Class of 19381 Thiok of the spont
of wresbing and you think of Monseau, whu enjuyed success at the high school leve|

wally before muking hix mark at West Liberty Stue College.

As a high school coach, he spent fine years a2 Oak Glen, Charlestan and Weir high
schaols. guding 1be 1967 Oak Glen squad to a W.Va, State Tournament championship.

Afier one vear al Peru State i Nebraski. he spent 31 years {1973-2004) as head
eaach al West Liberty. compiling a 359-221-7 meord  He coached 72 All-Americuns.
34 Academic All-Amenicans and six National Champions and guided the Hilltoppers
a nagtional runner-up Ninish s 1993

Monsesa., who alse coached Footbatl and cross country during his days at WLSC.
direcied the NAlA Nmional Wrestling Tourmament in both 1979 and 87 and wits an administrative assistant
tor the NCAA Divisien 11 Nanonal Wrestling Tournament in X313,

His awards are numetous, including the OVAC "Mr, M’ award in 19832 NAIA Hall of Fame in 1987,
USA Wrestling Bronze Level Member Couch in 1987, West Liberty State College Athlet Hall of Fame in
1997, XCAA Division 1 Southwest Regional Coach of the Year in 1996 and 1997; Nativral Wrestling Hall
of Fame in 2002: NCAA Division 11 Weesthing Hall of Fame i 2003: and National Wrestling Coaches
Assowiation Lifetime Member in 2004,

Cureently in his tifth year as pnncipal at River High School, Monseaw alse directed youth wrestling camps
at West Liberty Tor nearly 30 years

A ar athlete, Monseau participated in football, wresiling and track at beth Weir High and West Libeny
State College amd later paricipated in many distance caces, including the Bosten Marathon and Wheeling
Distance Race

Momseau attamed his B.A. degree from West Liberty State College as well as bith a M.A and Ducterale
of Education from West Virginia Umvenity.

John Sorrenti (vedia)

John Serrenti (Weir High School, Class of 1956; Ever if you don't know Sorrents,
you probably recipmze has volce.

Bk in 1954, at the age of 16, he began what would be o 40-yedr career as o spans
announcer for WEIR Radio in Weirton During that ume. he broadeast fuotball, basketbal
and baseball games for four OVAC-member schools — Weir, Madonna, Brooke and
Wintersville

Afier retining from that posicion in 1994, he wuorked four years for welevision station
WTOV.TVY on foctball “Game of the Week™ telecasts and also annuunced the OVAC
Wwrestling Tournament telecust in 1996,

As a long-time friend amd supporter of the OVAC, Somenti served as Master of Ceremwnies for the OVAC
Queen of Queens competition for five years in the mid- 19%0s and he hax been the Master of Ceremonies at
the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet since its inception

Among Somenti's awards. he wis honored on the Weir High Wall of Fame in 1995 and receved two
separate honors from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley, ingluding the 21 Rubent S. McKelvey
Memaorial Award

Samrenti bepan a pelitical career in 1982 when he was ¢levied as a Weinton City Counciiman, In [Y86_ he
was elected as 3 Haneoek County Commnsiuner + a position he was re-clected to twice tar a totsl of I8 years
in office

He has also served as Purchasing Agent for Hancock County Schuols and Adult Education and Placement
Courdinator of the John D. Rucketetler 1V Carcer Center and is cuerenily Manager of Training at Mountaineer
Caxino, Resort anlt Rugetrack.

Gene Ford (Coaches)

Gene Ford {Indian Valtey North High School, Class of L4200, As colorful and well-
knuwn ax he was suceessful, Ford compilesd a 441262 record in 31 years as a high
schonl boys” basketbadl coach.

He coached one year at Shenandoah and five a1 Tuscarawas Valiey before making his
mark during 25 yeurs it Cambridge High | 1950-2005) where he won 3% games and lust
183,

Ford's Cambrilgs weaems comptled o 39:25 recocd n tournament play, winning 18
sectional tittes. eight district cruwns and five regiomal championsheps leading o five
state toumament appearances {19878, 199192199495, 1995-96 and 1999.2000},
Inctuding a runnerup Gnish in 149493, His teams also won 10 East Central Ghio League titles.

He received "Coach of the Year” honors in the OVAC, Eastern Distrivr, District [2 and ECOL arsd was the
OHSBCA Division 11 State "Caach uf the Year™ in 19538,

Ford served is president of the Districe 12 Coaches Associatiun. as a trustee Tor the OHSAA Fuundaton and
on the Board of Directors of the Ohio High School Basketball Hall of Fume Museumn, The recipicnt of the
OVAC Ear) Haberfield Coaches Award in 2005 he was inducted it the Ohio High School Basketball
Cuoaches Assoctation Hall of Fame in 2007,

As an mhlete, he eamed 11 varsity letters tfour i baseball, four in trck, three in basketbally at Midvale
and Iedian Villey North, He scored 1.310 career points and eurmed fiest team all-Chio, all-Eastem District
and all-Tnger Valley Conference aceolades in basketball and wis a state qualifier in the pole vault in lrack.

He was 4 four-year lesterman al Muskingum College in basketball, ~eoring [.717 points {second most in
school history} while earming all-Ohiv Athletic Conference “Athlete of the Year™ hunors am! UPI “Small
America” accolades. He was 3 charter member of the Muskingum Athletic Hall of Fame in 1980,

Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Coaches)

Henry “Henk™ Lazasz (Warren Comsoliduted High Scheol, Class of 1950). A pillar
ol the buys” basketbadl coaching community for 34 years, Lazisz wpped the 400-victory
glulcau as his teams at Warren Consalidiied. Buckeye South, Buckeye SouthWest al

uckeye Lecal combined for a 465-301 record,

All old, L couched 1wams won four OVAC championships. LO sectional titles
atul thres district crowns while having two teams go urklefeated in the regular season
{1970 and 1977},

In 15 years at Warnen Consolidated {19558.72). his teams were 179-120, winning two
QVAC championships (1961 and 19704 The 1970 squad posicd a 22-t recoed, winning
OHSAA Class A sectiona) and district fitles betore bowiny in the regional.

In 16 years a1 Buckeye South, his wams were 211133 and won two OVAC championships (1977 and
1981}, esght sectional titlex and two district ¢rowns, The 1977 team was 22:1 and ranked No. 1 in Ohio Claxs
AA_ lnsing in the regional finals. That year, Lazasz was named Ohio Class AA “Coach of the Year™ by UPL
and Eastern Distnet "Coach of the Year”™ by AP

He concluded with twa years at Buckeye SouthWest and then was head coach in the £irst year of the complete
Buckeye Loeal consolidation in IQ‘IU-SD?,

Lazaxz alw was the OVAC all-sports “Coach of the Yeur™ in 1970 and reveived the Upper Ghio Valtey
Bupper Dan Club's Carl Hamill Award in 1990, He eaached in both the Ohio North-South Atl-Star Game and
Ihe OVAC All-Star Classic and had two yearly OVAC basketball scholasships iarmed ie his bonor, He receive
1he OVAC™ Earl Haberfield Coaches Award in 1986,

He was 1 member uf the OHSECA and scrved as president of the District 3 Buskeiball Coaches
Association. He was also indueted into (he Ohia High School Basketbail Couches Axsociation Hall of Fame
anl the District 3 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame

Lz wits 4 three-vear letterman in high school busketball at Warren Consolidated in bath baskeibadl and
fuotball. He then lettered two vears in basketball and tour in football at Bethany College befare serving twe
yeurs in the LS. Aemy

Bill Paolisso (0micials)

it Paolisse (Weir High School, Class of 1946). He was a mainsty among area
officiab, working OVAC football and boys/giels basketball games for a 5t-vear period
from 1943- 1998, first with the Wheeling bourd and later with the Weinton-Steubenville
bosard.

Paclisso officiated 10 West Virgisia state championship football games during his
carcer and several Ohio-West Virgimia and QVAC All-Suar football games.

1n basketbadl, be offiviated more 1han 1€ postseisin oamaments (sectivnals., region-
als, state), including 19 stae wurnaments. He worked the fist Samuel A Mumley
OVAC All-Star Busketball Classic in 1978 and also was a veferee in the West Virginia Conference

Ameng Paclisw's officiaung awards are the OVAC Roben Dawson Officials Award: the Obio Valley
Football Coaches Association Oftictals Award: the West Virginia Secoadary Schoels Athleic Commission
Award, and the Weirten-Steubenville Offwials™ Board Award

Paolisss wias i three-sport athtete at Weir High tfootball, basketbalt and baseball), He was it teim all <tate
in football and basketball as a senior, caming all-OVAC honurs in basketbal} twice and once in foatbalk. He
for the state champion Red Riders” basehall 1eam

He played two yeirs of professionat baseball in the St. Lours Caedinals” erganization (1952 and 1953) and
e served two years in the US. Ay

wirs abw allete

Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (Athlete - 19405)

Harold " Doc" Daugherty (Weir High School, Class of 19453, [n 1945, he became
the firt of only seven high school athletes o win the W Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year
Award. the state’s aldext honor daing back w 1934 A first team, alk-class, all-stater in
foutbitll, basketball and baseball, he afso camed All-QVAC foutball and bisketball honors
as & Red Rider senior,

The two-way Back led Weir 10 o 9-1 Fotbadl record in 1943, Josing only o state
champion Parkersburg, As a senior, in 1844, he led Weis o 2 30-13 victory aver
Parkersburg and accounted for five louchdowns = a TD run. 1wo TD passes a 100-yard
pass interception retwen and at 80-vard Kickoff rewmn

Daugherty™s wo-year carcer inelesded runaing and passing for 1 925 yards and 31 touchklowis, He also
reurmed kicks amd was a star defensive dack

In banketball, the alt-stater helped Weir to a 22-2 recund. In baseball, he Jed the Red Riders to the one-cliss
state championship in 1945

He signed a football schularship 1w Ohio State University where he played on & 7-2 record team as o freshs
man starting safety. In the Tifth game, he moved it the starung offeasive lincop as @ilback. He was drafted
into the US. Army in April of 1946 and, atter discharge, he signed a professional baseball comract with the
Detroit Tigers and played pro baseball from 194R.53. Included were three years i Cliss AAA waith Buffalo
and Toledo, He opened the 1951 season with the magor league team., but retumedd w Toledu afier a month

When the Weir High footbal! coaching job opened, be wis hired and guided his seeand ieam. in 1955, v
an 82 record anl an OVAC ttle. He alse contiaued his pro baseball career by playing in the late 1950s in
Minol, N.D., and Mitchell, $.D.. and was manager of G teams in 964 and 1965 in Coco Beach, Fla.. and
Dylath, Minn. He capped his high school coaching career in Bedford, Ohie.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

David Bosley (Athtete - 19905)

David Bosiey (Paden Ciy High Schoot. Class of 1993}, Paden City prides itself on
quality basketbatl. To that end. David Bosley 15 on the short It of great Wildeats

Bosley wis o seonng teror at the tiny Wetzel County School, The seoring also translated
stato - wealth of Wildeat sinniag as the Green & White advanced o the West Virginia
state twurnigment in 1991 and 1992, Coach Bob Burton™s "Cats alwo grabbed the OGVAC
crowns In the 1992 and 1993 sexsons, All wold. Paden City won Bl times and [ost just 12
during Buosley's four-year hoop career. While the Wildcals were winning. Bosley was
wonng. He finished his pr:g days with 1996 points, includling a senior campaign in
which he netted 29.2 points, 7.8 assists and seven rebounds per start. Those lofty  num-
bers carned him the caprainey of the all-slate team. He was also captain of the all-OVAC
squil that year amd was honored by the Dipper Dans for oustanding achievement, During his sophomone and
Juntor seasons, the 8 1 11 backeoort dandy earned all-OVAC and atl-state honors as Paden City advanced 10
the state wamament each winter.
Bosley alse made use of his supesh athleticism o star on the foorbald field for Mike Flannery. The foursyear
erigl | spirkled as a gy rback, earning all-OVAC finvtaeam honors as 2 junior and sesor. He com
pleted [13-0£-221 passes for [ 271 yards and |1 wuchdowns while rushing for 489 snpes and seven addinonal
scores s 3t senior. Bosley was named 1o the West Virginia Sponts Ulumate All-Suute Football Team As a junsor.
he completed G9-0f-112 tsses fur 995 yards and eight wuchduwns, He alvo rusbwxd for 559 yards ard six TDs.
Bontey was alw a mellar punter. averaging 36.1 yands un 29 buts

Basley also made his presence Fely in track and field He was an OVAC long jump champion and alse was
@ sate runner-up in the 3t0meter hurdies

Bonley took in vast busketball skills to the nest leveld, earning g scholarship to LSU in the mgged SEC He
played tour years for fepeadary Dale Brown. who retiresd alcer Bosley's senior campaign. In Bosley » fina
regutar season game. he netted the final four pomts of the game to give Brown his first-ever triumph over
~Nolan Richanson's Arkansas Ruzorbacks singg they joined the SEC in 1991, Bonley win awarded the LSU's
Darector Cup for academiu excellence and was recognized as an SEC Schelar Athlete.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Otis Winston (Athlete - 19905}

Otis Winster (Toronto High Sciwsol, Class of 1992). Winston is synonymous wih Eins
Valley high jumping. He still remains the emeasuring stick for prep jumping greatness

Winston, however, was more than an accomplished high jumper. He possessed mudtn
faceted skills both in track as well as basketball

While becoming the Ohia Valtey's irf seven-fms leaper. he was equally as duonunating
un the harlwaod, lettenng tour years for the Red Koights, while gameniag first-team all
Ohiws honors as a semor

Winston s sl the Red Knights” all-time leadiag scorer via bis 1453 markers. As a
senior, the athietic forward camed B leam tean OVAC 3-A crown thanks, in part, w his
31,1 poants, 14 rebonnds., sax steils and six assists per game.

He was the mude? of consistency as retlevted in a 20-game vireuk of 30 paints or more. Hin single game high was
6. He was both the Bastem District and Dhstrict 5 Player of The Year and starred in the Ohio North South Game,
seog 1B points in o winning ¢ause. As a juaior, he avermged 25 points 1 game and was ist-team all OVAC. He
abwy etijiyed usuperb sophomore year, gaining fint-team all OVAC honors with his 18 points 2 game

For the Red Knight thinclads, the 6 1t, 5 Winstan wis a three-titie stite clampion. twice in the hugh jump and
i the long jurp as 1 setiisr with a 22-10 effon. He coptured the state high jump title as 4 sephomore with a 6-10
Jump followed by his record setting state leap of  6:11 the following Jone

His athletic achievernents led him & Columibus where Be starred in both sports for The Qhio State University:

Winston earmed All-Amencan honers at OSU in track . winning the Big Tea high jumping title four times 1wice
outdours aetd twice indaurs. He finished thind in the NCAA i 3 Treshman with his slill Onio Stage record of 745
Winston competed ia the 1996 Qlympic inals

He was tice shiwsch for the Buckeyes it busketball, eazuing i startieg berth as u junior, specializing as a defensive
xlupper. He served the Buckeye hoopsters s co-¢aptam ax a semor and finished his career with o E7-pont onting
agatinst hated-rival Michigan. He wis 2 three-year OSL baskerbadl letterman.

Winston weat on {o play protessional basketball in Russia An vrdained minisier, he sull lives in the Cotumbus
area, He owirs his own production cempany and is a bank computer tecinician. He alse finds time to coach irck
at New Albany High Schuol.

Rick DeLuca (OVAC ‘Family’)

Rick Deluca {Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1970), Prebably the
only question regarding DeLuea ts 10 what aspect of the OVAC hasn’t he made a
significant contribution, Whether it’s the arduous 1ask of compiling the conference
standings, seting oh +arious committees, devcloping new ventures, coaching and
even reporting the events through the media, DeLuca has done it al

He's the one who puts together the weekly standings in a majoriy of sports i the
OVAC, including foatball, volleyball, boys® and girls” baskesball and basebalt.

It was DeLuca who formulated the OVAC basketball playoffs, sering as the
director of that event, and who also combined with OVAC Executive Secretary
Tom Razaiczak to establish the OVAC Museum -~ a historical took at the confes-
ence. its schools and athletes throughout the years - which is housed in WesBance
Arena in Wheeling.

Del.uca also serves an the OVAC Volleyball Committec. the OVAC Baseball Commities, the OVAC
Boosters Commitee and the QVAC Scholarship Committee

He aiso offers - through his DeLuca Realty busimness venture = a wearly OVAC Volleyball
Scholarship.

Del.uca. who also coached the high schoo| baseball leams at Bridgeport for three years and Buckeye
Local for one year, 15 3 veteran of the Ohio Valley media, working for more than 30 years as a pari-time
sportswriter at The Times Leader. He was a thregwtime finalist for Ohio Sportswriter of the Year by
the National Sporiswriter and Sporiscasters Asseciation and reeerved four awards from the Ohio Prep
Sponswriters Association, He also wrote some articles for USA Today in its carly vears and has had
several non-sports acticles published in various regional and national publications.

Frank Baxter (OVAC ‘Contributor’)

Frank Bexier {Bridpeport High School, Class of [949). When you think of
Bridgeport High School, this 1s surely one of the names that comes to mind. Afler all.
Baxter was part of the Bridgeport schooi system for more than 60 years as a siudent,
athlete, weacher, <oach and adntinistrator

As an athlete, he was an all-OVAC honoree in football as a center-linebacker and in
basketball where he averaged 23 points per game as a sensor, After a stint in the aomed
services during the Korean War, he enrolled at West [ iberty State College where he
plaved football and ran wack and received & bachelor's degree, later receiving bis
master’s from the University of Davton.

Afier teaching and coaching at Bamesville High School for one season. he rewuned
10 his alma mater and began an incredible 47-vear run as Bridgepon's athleuc director
longest tenure in OVAC history — retimng n 2004

From 1962 10 1980, he alse doubled as the Bulldoygs™ head boys' baskeiball coach, guiding the tcam to 2
solid 269128 record. His teams won four OVAC championships {1963, '66, *72 and '74), 14 secuonal titles:
two district crowns and one regional championship. Bridgeport posted an unbeaten regular season in 1966,
ending with a final 23-1 record and the L'P1 Class A state poli charpionship! and finished as the 1969 Ohie
Class A runner-up with a 252 record at a time when there were only two ¢lasses m the state

Baxier was nmamed the Ohio Class A “Coach of the Year™ in 1966 and became the firsy recipiem of the OVAC's
allsposts “Coach of the Year” award in 1969 He was also selected Easiem Ohio and Eastern Distnet “Coach of
the Year™ on several occasions. In (988, Baxter was the Eastern Distnct “Athletic Director of the Year™ and he was
inducted into the Ohio Athlenc Administrcors Hall of Fame in 1994, He has alse been recogruzed by the Ohio High
Schooi Basketbali Coaches Associanon, the Naismith Memenial Basketball Hall of Fame through the OHSAA
1988 and with the Earl Haberfield Coaches Award at e OVAC Basketball Classic in 1987, Baxiér received the Carl
Hamill Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2003 and when the mew Bridgepon High School
was constructed, the floor at the fohn J. Hav ek Gymnasium was named Frank Baxier Cowrt.

believed 1o be the

William “Bill’ Davies (Media)

Wiltiam J. “Bill” Davies {Bamesville High School, Class of 1944). A “gentle giant™
who wore many hats during his lifetime, it would be easy 1o label Davies as “Mr.
Bamesville™ 10 many inside and oulside the western Belmont County community, bul it
was in the media where he made pechaps his greatest impact

Afler enlisting in the Navy during World War if and serving with the Navy Seabees in
Okinawa, he attended Miarm (Ohio) University and completed his education at The Ohio
State University where he graduated from the OSL! School of Joumalism in 1950

A true “old school”™ reponier who could recall many names and events ar the drop of
a hat, his lifelong career was spent right 1 his backyard at The Bamnesville Enterprise
until his retirement in 1994, serving several vears as editor-publisher while also covennyg
Shamrock sporting events religiously

Not only did he repert on Barmesvile athleies for The Enterprise, but he also was a
\-algabtc contributac ta the sports departments at The Times Leader in Martins Ferry and The Daily Jeffersonian
in Cambndge.

Among the sports-relaied awards Davies received were 3 Distinguished Service Award from the Bamesville
wrestling program in 1991; the District §2 Basketball Coaches A i hed Service Award in 19596;
the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame Media Award in 1997; and induction into the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association
Hall of Fame in 1998,

He alsa was inducied mo the B ille Area Ed Foundhation Hall of Farw in 1998: vas named Bamesville Citizen
of the Year in 1994; received a Founders Award from the Ohio Association of Commwunity Colleges: and uraces the top of the
Hentage Tree at Belmont Techracal College.

Davies was a varsiy letierman in football and basketball in high school. and was a member of the gold
medal-winning baskeiball team in the 1945 Pacific Olympics. He was a regisiered baskeiball official for 20
vears and served as Ohio Sidium bench security and as an usher at Buckey2 football games from 1958 uncil
the year of hus death n 2003

John Stephenson (Coaches)

John Stephensen [Wayrnesburg High School. Class of 19691 Regarcied as dw “Father
of Cadiz Wrestling”, Stephenson assumed the role of head mat coach in the second year
of the spart at the school

His first team had just 12 wrestlers on the squad and finished $-5-2_ but by the next year
the team had mereased 10 34 members and the program was off and running.

What followed dunng the nexa 14 years umtil Stephenson stepped down afler the 1938
season was that Cadiz wrestling became highty-respected throughout the state of Ohio znd
was a perennial Ghig Valfes Athletic Conference powerhouse.

Stephenson-coached Cardinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual meet ditles, 12
OVAC Class AA ournament titles and the overall OVAC mat championship in 1981. His
teams also won eight sectional championskups and seven district titles with numerous top

100 state tournartent fisishes, Badhliphted by the 1987 team which caprured the Ohio Class
A State Wrestling Chamnpionship. That feat earmed Stephenson the Ohio Class A “Coach of the Year™ selecuon,

Under his tutelage, Cadiz produced 39 stae place finishers including two state champions and counliss
OVAC Toumament champions. Stephenson's dual meet record with the Cardinals was an impressive J42-18-2,

For his many contributions to the spon of wresthng, including serving for many years on the GVAC Wrestling
Committee and as director of several sectionat and dismer wumarnents, Stephenson was honored with the
QVAC's presigious “Mr, Mat Award™ i 1943 Harrison Central later recopnized the fong-time coach with the
raming of school's mulipuspose kuilding as The John W, Siephenson Cemer

Stephenson received his degree # [ndustal Ans and Physical Education from Fairmont State College. where
be was an NALA All-American wrestler. After steppimg down as wresthing coach, Stephenson served as assistant
principal a1 Cadiz High Schoo! and then was prometed to prncpal st Harrison Central when the district reongsa-
nized in 1969 and he maimained that position until 2001 He has also served as pnincipal 2t Hamson Hopedale
Elememary. Harrison Lakeland Elementary and has been Buildings and Grounds Supervisor for the districs.

Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Coaches)

Charfes "Chuck” taer (Steubenvilic High School, Class of 1945). A mainscay of
Big Red athletics, Coach Wan made bis mark both as head basketball and baseball
cogch

In basketball, Watt assisted Anyg Yaccaro before taking over in 1967 and beginning
a 23-vear stint as head coach. During that time. he compiled a swellar record of 350-
149, 2 winming percentage of 70,1,

Big Red won eight OVAC championships under Wan (1971, '75, '78, "79. 80,
*81, "86 and "901 and he was named the District § Basketbatl Coaches Association
“Coach of she Year” in cach of those scasons while being named OVAC “Coach of’
the Year™ in both 1971 and 1990, His teams won |2 sectional titles. including seven
straight from 1983 through 1990: and captured four distnet championships | 1970,
71,785 and 90}

He was inducted inte 1he Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1994 and
into the District 5 Basketball Coaches Assoctanon Hall of Fame.

Wat also succeeded Vaccaro as the school™s head baseball coach, serving i that role from 1965-75 and
compiling & 192-87-4 mark. His Big Red teams won two OVAC championships (1968 and 1973); three
sectional titles {1968, *72 and "5} and one distric crown {19721

He also coached the Steubenville American Legion Post 33 1eam for many vears. Afier senving as an
assistant 1o Vacearo from [957-82 before becoming the manager in 1983 and posting 3 367-104 record,
including state championships ity 1984 and 1989,

Wa's coaching career actually began in his senior season at Steubemvitle College when he took over
at mid-season and guided a team that started out 3+5 10 a (4.8 record 10 eam recognition as the “Most
Improved Team in the Countn™ as determined by the Dick Dunkel National Rating System




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (oficiats)

John Streaky™ Haloszke 1McKinley Vocational School, Cliss ail 19453
A dedicated and colertul indsvidual whey was ¢ nirable In his nick-
mame, Hadoszka spent 300 vears as an otticial i the Ohio Vatkes, waorking igh
schonl games i Toolball, bisketbal?, seftball, baseball wnd rack.,

He abwo officiated 1 the Wheeling Guidvor Basketball League which e
wred such players is Ohin Stie an.r\u\ wreats Jon [hedicek and Jerry
Lawas o] West Virginia Universiny lq.md\ JLIT_\ Westand Rewd Hundley. Fle
vt worked many years e St Vincent's Toumament and the Sisterwilly
Independent Tournament = both widely-recognized Tor mtracing top collepile
plasers from throuzhoul the 1gi-stale arga

He worked @ host of Wewt Virginu Secondary School Acnvities Comanssion
imes at the sectional . regional aod state levels and also officited o the West ¥
Tournament

Amang the honors Haloszka received sere an S8AL Service Award an the state bashebal! 1ourii-
mentm 175 a0 B5AC Mentorioos Award for 30y cars ol il o ootball and bisketball n 1493%4: 4
Mermerious Awand Tor cutstnding servigs o | sehood ibibegaes Feomi the Ohos High School Aahlete
Assocriiion FOHSAN) w0 (955 recognivon from the Chie Valley Boand of Football Oitictals for his
yosears al service in [980: hinorany Tileiime memberships 1o the Ohin Valley Buard of Fuotball
iy 198X andd the Ohua Valley Board ol Basketball Otficiels un 1UH,

He wars alvor bomored by the Upper Ohio Nalley Dapper Dan Club tor outstandiog iwche
contributions s igh schonod sports in the arei in 1989 wnd recognized s an Imnunr} ott
Asnanneal Rudy Mumles OVAC Chariny All-Siag Foobabl Classic i 20402,

et
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1l ad Lhe

Fred Bruney (Athiete 19405)

Fred Brumey iManios Femn Vagh School, Clins of 1949, An heeongd foothall player
ey vl - b ool cotlege amd pro, b etehed his ame @ Purple Rider lore
when by led the 1R 1o 001 eomd, ey was ranked No, 2o ihe
silli |‘€ I) .md \u “anton \hl\mIc\ 19-1). The

al Femy Stadi
Abr the Mid-sciit tie witlh the Trids. Brunes Jed Ferm o wim over Belbaine. 330
ot Liverponl, 137, Sk ’uhclmllr 200 Linsky, 300 i Manslield. 60, Brueey lified
the Riders past Last sl wlh i second Balt comeback: T B ey ksl St benville,
Tollowmg & wawehss lir\l Bt with 1D run sl 11 s cnd soved the game™s anly
T i b win ever stale-Fanthed Manslield. Ferms e shitouts anl idlowed wnly
19 pomis
“The Ty

e Toothall pliaver. whee ik played binketball ind rn teck. camed AS-Chao honoes lrm Entemational
News Servive as well as AHOVAC and Adl-Easterm Ohie recogsiton. The esipe-threat pl Ixl the Riders i aush
g gl seoring wil 7 points plus sy T passes s s led g e m pses interyeptivans ikl Kick et

He went an o Ohio State Lsivenity where the tao-winy ik had 07 s mstereeplons = secand an the
Buckey e charts, mcluding threy weone gamee e w1 tesim AL Ten Conleneice ¢Boiee and plased by
Lant-$West Shring Game

Bk was the 350 overall draie pick, i the thsed ol by the Clevelsl Brosis in 1953 and plased six
yeirs in che NEL wab the San Fruwisen d9ers, Piusburgh Sieelers and fas Angeles Bames, From 960462, he
ayed inthe upatan AL with the Boaen Pacrios end ovice camed AFL AD S saius Tie endesd with 85 pro
s iRICTCeplion

He then served 38 veae as

skt ceach with e Philisdelphia Bagles. Aatinta Faleons
arsipalis Colis, Whaen he retinsd i 14997, he had the Jongest tesune

and coach in pro fiaball
By was the Upper Ol Salkey Dapper Dan Co-Man of e Year in 1951 akong wath OVAC Hali af Famer
“Tn Keane iud was indue ted o the Ciey o Marmins Feery Tl of Vi m 2000

Henry Josefczyk (Athlete 195

Henry “Hank" Jovefe: ‘urkwille High Schoul, Class of 19365, Atler tive deciudes,
f Bl the Ohier Varlley rovond for haskethall ORIE A CTIIE QL SN The ts-lunl-
center seored TIRT puains in 26 pames for o422 per g nonn: He sversged 175 per
pame With T8 poies as i jutsisr and his four-sear ol of 20801 points ks in the Top

5 1 Ohis Nalley Instory

An | E-heuer ner = [our each in bashetball and biseball and thzee m falall — he
Jed the Duwtiliiees 1o 224 eany recond s o senior They won the Jefferson Coanty Licke
Tor the secany straght seae plas the Ohi Clins 13 section and district vaowens includin
1 tnbung leam before lostag w Chagrin Falls, 62-60n the ey
tomament. As i senior, he broke the Yorkville single game seorng recond st by OVAC
charer Tall s Famer Ken Alesai by nettmg 76 pomis againsd Shislosule, oteam be also seoned @8 on i another
e, Te had 62 agamst Linsk and Tour 3. -t patkes Iv o 450 poinis b regular season, The 2 point
e v~ the third-highest in O%' hestory and came i he Tisal regular seamon game, o 99.75 win,

Juscfcovh win selected Iml e AH-Ohis, AFOVAC and All-bzniem Oluo v sell an Chuck Ly bor AB-
AT evogo ng in the apnutl Norh-Scuth All-Americ Game m Murmay. Ky, He abso played in
the Ohin'W, \‘ 3 anes i Huntngton. WAL and Ashlamd. Ky

Ee repontedly had some "ﬂﬂmll I hip ultens gl the senior gl presiden
the University of Distons, He wits atheee 1y Feteeesnan with the Flyems alier play ing on the Tresbinsn wam,
In his ~uphomete e up e which host inovertime o
afier beating Fordlam aed St Juhn o l).I\I(VlI I recetved the lin Johin 1., Macheth Scholir-Athkte Aw anl
wn [958 e pradvated in £960 in Electrical For ¢ recerved o mieder’s degnoe from Cine Imbiate o
Technology , Fe retuened e U1 s an instuctor ek hing the schuol « Tird 2ruluate sl vompuier
ciurses AL the ke, Dayton was one of only foercalleges Inulh.ruunpunrumm-\ He then woined the busisess
world, workang for 12 3ears Tor Intel Cop,

i salatitoeam selecied

Don Sutherin (Athlete 1950s)

Don Setherin (Toroawe High School, Clins of 19345, A three-spon. 1 2-euer winner Jor
the Red Rnights. he carned Al-Ohio, AHOVAC, Al atley and All-Easiern Ohie Foathall
hopors s sentor when e scored 19 oF Torsnea’s 248 TDs and aceounied for 74 of the Red
Eonights” U5 limsg slowns in i 54 record seasan

The 185-pomsl pwo-wasy b k returner-punier-kicher scored LY ponts jiend
acvounted for 2355 sards Jor an of 230 yards oo game Be orushed for 1022
sards and passeed Tur 333 vaeds. O delense, he retuesed 1wo of Toir pass inerqeois
For seores

Hie alao fed the Red Knights wea 162
arh s scBool hisiory . that ume

He varned a foatball scholasship o Ol Stide Univeraty amd ettered al? three sarity
sedwts s a bsaenay bagk-kich nelomer-Kicker punter on toas Big Tes Conlerynce Linle
learts, As g it V-1 deyord wean, e Kiwked the winning 3-yard-field which decided o
ryoaner ()r\‘ml

[y

e season bimkethall securd. the second best

0-7 Rung Bowl

i round by the New York Grams. he stned o 13-y o cireer s detensive
u] vaan segtsons it the NEFL with the CGrams and Pitsburgh Steckers and played |1
e with Hamalion, O Wl Toranm,

e plaved moeaght Grey Cup titde games i T years and win on Four championsip
eader in thee CUL sl Beld 08 CEL aevonds. T also served

\l -
he retired, he
v a CFL st

In BR12 W
Cpper Ohas \alley D.Il‘lp\.l‘ 1Xn IL|II~ ol
BBt rsd el i ol coh B

e, Hie alsr s inducted 1an the Toeonta ligh Scbol and
wes m Haaville. Ohio, where he twght e Lake Thgh

Wi

Larry Duck (Atiete 1960s)

Selwmil, Chass of 19621 Winni

Farey Dieek i3 Lanins Fermy E
hisnd-m-hind.

The prep gndinon kegend wis one of the key preces it Punpke Riders
vess e the Lawe 19560 and carly 1960, The pusishing auwd powertul Duck wa
erul starer Tor Ferm.

Whish (v musl remarkable aboug his ifheseons 2ad caner swiss the et thae e never lost
agame as the Pomple Ridess went kI, A i more. Dok suuted at oddle suand tor
the Fermans, cowhed by Hayden Buckley. As o junior, T started at both Tinehoker ;
fiallback s rookic cosich Bob Wion gtidéd another 104 Camypa
il 1w unmwstived as b wins Sin-eam all-OVAC il co-captain of thy all-
Duck's seniur yeir was even moee amasisg o Wion s charges rolld w0 vt another 18- "
~eiton. Duck Disul my il of post-seasns honors, e statmied captain of i all-OVAC and all-Valles
s and carmed 1 el O plandins i a ek, e wis named oo the Senior Scholastic All-Amerkcae
Team while alwo giinisg it spot mihe Otie Nomh-Soulh All-$1 nw in Cineon. Moneover, be wis named UPY
Rk ol the T averig b scimy, seoring 12 fouchauwos and gaining Y yark,

The ol 220-pound Du e -poet wankder, s e was i stanes i boshetball while alws exee
Ue putied tha shet mwone et and swired the discus better than 130 keer, boih paodigious distiies in thal era

Duch aeeepied aschuslarchig ke WA subseguently led the M tevrs freshisen wanm i rushiesg. Tis say
m Morgmniewns was shurtlived i he inastermed w e mpllh Stue University, The mose wotked out uupuuﬂ,lll\
well in Duck started theee s voted T MV P folk wvitky s senior year, Duck
wias dtls chosen oo play in the pre o in Alabanmi.

Pk prddific phay fed him lﬂll:lll" drufted h\ x . e opated o renmin i Memphis ie i
e st | e returmend b l'and aweepted i leisching pmlllnn al ) en the nest
0 searsat his st e, tea vy, coschiing and also serving 3 <tint i athictic dintin e gzoided the o B bas-
Ketbadld tean 1o a 2045 eeond and o district chasmpiosship in 1982, 1 Zier coacheal the girs™ team o much saiccess,

Ml Lams PDuck go

Mg L
athree-vear

-

Joe Niekro (Athilete 19665)

Joe Nickro lHrid";pnn Feigh Schoul, Chiss of 1962), The 3 sunger hielt of the mow
v Joe carved his pro

wer distinguishng i I8 on 1l tiound s the prepand cellegiate Jevels,

\ui.m pﬂtltltd ZZI Major 1 L s heand older brotber Phil eames] For 339

ark,

) muore that just a piching
RHUTETA Nirkm in wddition 1uhi~ fiesebadl sweeokindes, was an all-OVAC basketball i er al
the Kifkwond-based whool . Nickeo w et player in e Bulldogs vapuring e sirigh
Claiss AA baseball sectional and district titles. the « in Ohio .ll thal b,

He cloned out s prep carcer in stellar 6 III\I M;lnin\ l-'crr\'
m ghe \ulum.n mullua.nl\ Fe
Base

Fobley

e Cullege
of legend-

n~ dur-
LI

Hin \'nlllcglnlr letes l\clpnl propel
g his gareer, with Bl seasons as
ancl toliowd that with "ll niore nuuriu

e A sarcer. e pitcked Tor seven w
tlwer ol thy Hlsuston Astoos, He won 2 mies Tor Ui Asne
n YN

| o

e All-SEar team, leading the senior circuil io witis anyd
and was runner up o Bruge Sutier inthe Cy
iy 19%T with e Minngseta Twins, Joe Bicone

ajor league home rus, that conung ol Imtlnr I'Inl in I‘JTn
\mkm xllul Oul. 26, “lllfn utler \nlhruu. Brain ancurssnn. bat his Jegacy Jives on through The Jie Nickro

hter. N The foundagion's provecds are donated o various hospitals in
rch,

i
an elon o espand aneury s e and e

Less Browne (Athiete 19705)

Less Browne 11 Liverpool Bligh School Class of 1979), B Colombiaum Caunty,
o Colorado. e Caridit, Browne was an all-stae foothall player al every skop,

Browne was a thnee-sport stimfont st Bt Liverpool, with foothall beisg his lirte.

Hix grid heroies ane highfighted by cight Kickolt or punt retems for touchdowns under
the late “Ted ey, Inehis senior sear at Gast Liverpoot. Browne mushied for %2 yards and
s S points i ceming second- -Ohia hogers,

Browne was abw o standout basketball plaser and sprinter for the Potters while abw
owening the distinetion of being his senior clss president. He was chosen Bt Liverpoal
Hevien er ol the Yuu uTs.

The versattle godder wirs recriked b Colorudu State a
\L.Imh.wl\ e the Inamitios nukhnam Erich, startén

g back. e quickly and
th R sevonlary Tur theve
n 1R,

I
he wiasted o time making his |m-\mk\- felt month of the border. e carmed all dl-star wands

i l‘kll‘i'l\i\v‘l‘bkL i [9K5 |ml I‘Nh anm mn\\'dnn o spar ﬁw(lu v

SIgue in
s in 19K, The
CTCeKivis 1NT)
ereeption relum yandage 41 SUS) Aier his playving days. Browne went on m e
coach inthe CI1LL.

e e mothil w o Fn
he was Later induted into the Canadic

e, Fe wire inducted o the East Liserpool Fll of Fanse in 14933 and
wolball Hall o Faene

Mike Wright (athiete 19705)

Mike Wright (Wethwille Tass ol U760, Reganded i une ut llu ISR
i bletes dn o iradiion-ech school, Wright clcwed fis e in e Tigess” ootball and

1
Birhetball recund baioks,
W

[ENET CTE qu.an\.m.uk Tur Hliroe setars il it Wi i FOUE-3ear stanler s point guard

EES
The &1, 5, I'.*-puu:\d dusial-thread yus etk -‘unﬂcd e up-river Tigers t their best three-
»UIF Fun ||| el grid In~|un mmpll 24-6 cand. highlighied by i1 schoul-best
12, with bt blerishies
iy

n
L wits G lwo-Linw: .|ll ()\ AL
ot oo e valley s st prol
m gl oltease aed (5T, L
\\'ri‘ It was even num' x’mpru\iu o the hanwaf.

wnl n

v-|I.'lr

rocid for Cliss A sectionad and

e, sparkled i 21T s,

luwul Wit with an OVAC Cliss AA cham-
K chtited e twp s in e UPF poll.

l\uunr h.hktllmll seamont like noother in \\xllmllrh‘ ST oo history,

~ fEspver site manent beh 3 lonL Rnlh iu xhc il

itk s e Colomby

twm [hsirict "Plhiyer of The Yea i

m all-state pl.mdu\ frum l;l’l “The twa-tinse all-OVACT |mk wis ||.|||k'd viptisin uf

Nl

That st the table

Wright fed Wellaville
tekemey semntinats The
ctfors, Wright wis named £
1he As ool Press and -

the ey ez his Sl se o he averged | f
W -l Bosling € ity Wiight Junded the staning guanerbo, b
Job his ju Ar. Passing e twore tan | \IIJ\.mL [EN lnII-mﬂI i with nvore thars 1. UKD iy Ard i 4 e

Wil eirmin, il Amercat {onterenue o,




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Melissa Hammond (Athlete 19805)

Melissa Fammond {(Shadyside High School, Class of 1989 This fismmer Lady
Tiger was i standout in three sports daring her prep cancer, but it was Basketball when
she shined the baghtest

Hammiond was a four-vear leterwinmer for the Lady Tigers who went onlo 3
four-year carcer al Wost Liberty State College, elching ber naoe into history at hoth
schasois,

AL Shadyside, Hanunnwxd wis 2 prelific shooter en route s ber schooloegord 1,516 ‘ .
puiinix. She drained 112 three-paint goals, Her 46 puints, as 2 junioe, during in 3 panes
agatinst Buckeye North is also wps in school history.

[uring her jusior season, Hammond beeare fust the second lemale in Ohio Valley hiswory o averige at beast
30 points a game al 302, She was mone than a scorer, however, as she averaged 9.1 cehounds, 6.2 assisis, S.0
steals and dnlled 67 three-poing goals,

As 2 senior, Hammond averaged 23 1 points o pame and was narded wl-Ohio Division 1V Stawe Player of the
Year by UPL She also aversiged 9.5 rebounds, 8.1 assists, 6.5 steals. shat 48 penoent fom the floor, 8.1 percent
at the how and S8 pereent roms thaee-point range

Hummond wis saumed secomd-eanm all-Ohie by “The Associated Press iwice amd was selecusd 0 the $hio
North-South All-Star Game, She was captain of the all-OVAC ream 1wice.

Hammmond afve doubled as a softhal] player and thswer for the ek eam.

She curned lour letters in sefthall and three more o track . She was an #ll-OVAC i lean seleetion thee times
in softhall and onge an all-hioan.

12 irack, an an afl-Fasiem Fisenes perfonmer in she shos g and discus.

ALWest Liberty, Hammwond was a four-year basketball starter, She sconed 2,150 points from 199093, which is
sl the West Liberty recond and thind-best in WYIAC histery. Hummond, who alsa starred in sofiball at WSC
was the second femiale athlete w be inducted w the West Liberty Spurts Hall of Fame.

Jeff Sweitzer (athlete 1980s)

Jeff Sweirzer (Brovke High Schoul. Class of 19871 This [ormer Bruin was once
deseribed by his high sehool ¢oach. Paul “Bud” Billiaed. as the best player be ever
coached. | o

He's defimitely one of the most decorated Bruios 1o come [rom the stoned program
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpn

Sweilzer helped lead the Bruins to back-wu-hack appearances in the West Virginia
state championship gume s o quarterback dunng his junier and senor seasons, He
wits & four-year mainstay for the program, spending e as a runaing bawk., defen-
sive back aned kick retumer before shafting to quartecback.

As a senive, when the Bruins finkshed 13-2 s the state munner-up, Sweil/er set an
Ohio Valley record for ial yardage with 3,399 He also avcounted For 36 touch-
downs. O his yardage wial, be bad 2,203 passing: 674 rushing and 522 on kick netums.

Adier that senior season, Sweilzer, who also shaned in basehall for the Bruins, repeated on the find leam
all-state syuad and was named the captain ol the offensive unit. He was alse rusnec-up tor the Kennedy
Awird thal sesson. He was twice named all-OVAC and all-Valley and was the Gatorade State PMlayer of the
Year, He was also listed in the USA Today as West Virginia Player of the Year and an hanozable mentson
w the paper’s All-Amcnican Team.

Sweitzer then aveepled 3 seholarship w the University of Akron. Ax was the case ot Brooke. Swettzer
hepan ax a kick retemer and ruaning back belops becoming the quarterhuck for his fimal twe seasons.

In two years, Sweitrer passed for 2,744 which is 10th on Akron's career listing. He passed for 1,599
yards as a junior.

v

Joanna Bernabei (athlete 1990s)

Joanna Bernabei (Weinton Madonna High Schoof, Class of 1993), “This former
Lady Blue Don wits voe of the most prolific and unselfish hasketball players from the
Ohie: Ve

Bemabei belped (o guide the Laxly Bue Dons W three sintipht state 10urmsament appar-
ances akl. Juang her sentor season of 1992, Madonnra brought hone the school's sevond
stale championship with a beilliant 24-2 pecorl.

During thi 1992 campaipn. Bernabei averaged 17.5 points, six rehouls, sien dssists
and five Meals per ganw while surpassing the 100-painl sark. All told, she Anished her
prep career with 1002 points iand mone than SO0 corver ssasts,

Alter her senior season. emabei was pamed captan of the West Vigginia Class A All-
St en and caplain of e OVAC Class A-AA West Virginia teaity when basketbal] wis o
fatd sporL. $he also competed n both the CVAC wl North-South allstar pares. AR old. Bemiber wis o thaceise
alkstater. She was iseeond i cheicy as @ sophoriess and 3 fins weam sefecuon i o gnion

While hasketball was where ermabes sk hes sk, she also excelled fier Madonnz in wack and Geht s well
Jn ennis, eming lelers inesch spoet Tn 1993, Bemabet brought swe gold medals hore frons the Woesl Virginia
state track meel. She was @ part of the winnesg 4x300-meter nefay as well as ibe winning shutle hurdle relay. She
ran a leg on the state renner-up Sx10-meter relay feaim, Dunng te 1992 weoms season. Bemabei was a pant of an
COVAC-winming doubles eam in ensis.

Bemahel completed her degree in 1997 from West Liberty State Coll Dyring hor canger wath the 1aly
Hillioppers, she seored 1,317 pasnts and finished with 1107 assists, which is the NCAA Division [ recond. During
her senior seaxon, Bemabel was numed WYIAC Player of the Year and Division 11 All-Ankencan after helping i
lead WISC 10 2 NCAA Toumament appearance, She was namwed first team al-confenence in the WVIAC all four
year anl was saducted W the W ¥ Adhletic Hall of [ame in 2002,

Bermabel entered the conching ranks al Wst Virginia Wesleyan, She was thens for o sar and has also worked at
Eavtern Kentucky, West Virginia und the University of Marylund where she won i national championship ring as an
asantnt coach and recraiting coondinutor.
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Richard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (OVAC *Contributor)

Richard “Dick™ Thurmes (Benwood Union High School. Class of 19461, Dunng
a 1T-year carcer as o head foatball goach at three different spots. Tharnes won an
imspressive 73 pereent of his games (11236 7). Liven more impressive, however, was
the fact that fve Thumes-coaghed teams pusted undefeated records,

His first stop was Cameron High School. where he compited o three-year mark
of 1%-6-1_ highlighted hy an unbeaten (7404 1) team in 1956 which was ranked No, 2
among West Virginia siuall school weams

“Thurmes then maovedd on to Warren Consolidated High School, serving as besd cosch
for 12 years [1958-690 and pomting a 78-20-6 mark. Hix leams put logether uabeaten
srsafis e (961762, 64 and 67 The first three of those (cams won OVAC Cluss A
champaunships whue all four were Eastern Chio Athletic ) eague kingpims.

Alter sepping asede for a couple of years, he reurned o coach the newly-consoliduted Buckeye South
High e its first 1wo seasons (1972.73), posting a combied 16-3-1 recond

He receivid several “Cusets of the Year™ swaeds - from the Wheeting Inielligencer in 1964: The ‘Times [aader in
1967: and the Fastern Ohio Atfetic [eague in 1961 62, 65 and *67; and the AP Easiern District in 1962 and 67

Thumes was also the necipient of e Belinont Hills Country Club’s 27th Annual Achicverent Foaiball
Coaches Award in 1965 and the Upper Ohin Vatkey Dapper Dan Club’s Ouistanding Achicvement Award i 1967

He was inducked inta the Ohio Valkey Poottalf Couches Assoviation Hall of Fame in 1985

“Thurmes was atso & fong-time assistant basketball coach tw fellow OVAC Halt of Famer Henry Lazass and
he als eoached haseball. track and golf at vanous tmes dunng bis canger,

In high: schesdl. Thurnes was a three-year Jedternn in football ax 4 ceater-linebackes, gaining third leam
all-West Virgima recogniton and first 1eam a3l-OVAC honers,

He went un e play ot West Liberty State College i the “Golden Fxa™ of Coach Joe Banell, staring ac
center on twa undefeated eams and playing in the Pythion Bowl apd the Smeky Mountain Bowl. hoth
Hilltespper victories.

Kyle Rose (Athlete 19905)

Kyle Rose (River High School. Class of 1990), This three-sport Pilot athlete was a standout
on arl off the field dunng his feur years in Hannibal. caming four letters in baseball o go along
with three letters cach in wrestling and foothatt.

Basehall wiss whene Rose made his presence felt for the Pifots, He was a foor-year imainstay
al catcher and in de hean of the Pilots batting onder. He batted 366 ax o freshman, 473 s
2 saphosiee, 500 as 3 junior and ,$36 4y b senior en mule to lwo OVAC Player of the Yoar
awards. As a suphomore, Rose had un on-hase percentage of 695 amd b was $0-0f=42 sealing
bases, That mak is an Ohio Valkey standard. All told, be Bt 13 omwe runs sl drove 76
runs. hut missl 11 games as asenior afier 1 bout with morks.

Alter his senior camipaign, he was nanied finst-team all-Ohio, afl-Vasiem District, al-GVAC
and all-Vatley. He played in both the Chio and OVAC all-star games,

In football, Rose played tailback Tor the Pilots asd macked up atl sunts of yardage amd & host of Benors. As a senior, be
was Bt leam all-fasterm Distot, all-OVAC and all-Valley afier rushing for K00 yards and scoring eipght louchdowns,
1o his carcer. Rose amassed 1,532 yarch andd 14 touchdowns i thiee seasons, Ble was alse 3 defensive standout with
183 total tackles, six sacks, fout inlergeptions and seven fumble recovenes

His waesthing caneer dicdn’t begin unil he was a sophomune, but he prcked it up gquickly. As asoph, be fimshed 15-12.
but lwmed i€ o as i junion and went 27-8. He was (ourth at the OVAC Wresthng Tourmament and advanced w the Ohio
District Towrnzument. He Fully amived in s grappling cancer as o senion. Posting a 36-3 record, Rose wdvimeed o the
OVAL Db before falling, He then won the scetional and district tithes at 152 pounds Lo qqualily b the Mate sourmament
wheny harieed to e finals and seiled for the sibver medal. He finished with a 7523 record.

While having pleaty of uptoits about continuing his athlelic caneer al te collegiate level, Rose aweceptyet o schelar-
ship w Mercer Collepe in Georgia o play baseball. Playing in every game as 3 freshman, Kyle batted 299 and was
chosen as confesence freshman of the year. However, his career and life underwent 1 crugl wist on Dee, 12, 1991
when he was favelved in o car accidenl, Rose survived, hut is confined W a wheelehur as o paraplegic, Aflwr spending
~ix months in and oul of surgenes and therapies, Rose weot bagk (o sehool ol Ohio Lnversity Lasten for wo years
andd then, in 199, enrolled at West Liberty e College whens he later camed us degree in secondary educition n
mathenuatics. [n 1998, Rose was bined at his prep adoa iater as o miath eacher, He's also snce cimed his nuster's
degree from Marygrove College. His handicap didn’L prevent [rom staying involved in sporis as he wiss saumed head
asehatl coach of his alina mater in 1998 and he beld the post uatid 2007, He led the Pilows ke the OVAC title in 203,

Charles E. Petty (0vAC -Family)

Charles E. Penty {I'omervy High School), The entire Obio Valley Athletic Coalerence
owes a debl of gratitude to Pey and the other cight “Tounding Fathers

Little did that smafl geoup know back in 1943 when they brought wogether 20 schools
from both sicdes wf the hio River thal they would establish what would heconw (as of
200 1) a Stschool bi-state conaference, regarded by most as the largest functionat high
sehonl confereney in the nation,

The original OVAC meniber schoals included Beliaire, Fotlansbee, Linsly, Martins
Ferry, Moumsville, Powhatn., Shadyside, S Steubeny

St John Central, Steubenville, &
Catholic Central, Tillonsville, ‘Triadelphis. Union, Warwood, Weir, Wellsburg, West
Liberty, Wheeling., Wheeling Central Catholic and Yorkville,

Pey wis i key cog in the OVAC in its carly years, serving as the finst official
exccutive secretary for 13 years from 1944-56, longer than anyomd has heen in that position except for Sam
Muraley us this point

Peity coched the pre-OVAC boys” track program st Triadelphia High School. winning the [941 West
Virginia ene-cluss championship afler finishing as tunnee-up foar tinses and placing third wice.

After coaching and weaching mathemmatees at Triadelphia High. te served brielly as principal at Woodsdale
Tunior High He then joined Linsly Military Institate in E942-4 3, serving as athletie director and was the head
basketball coach from [44-51, His second team (1943-43) won the OVAC Class AA title with 3 16-5 revord.
He abso coached track and assisted in foothall an Linsly.

He served as Meet Director for several years ut one of the Ohio Vidley s premier high schoul icack mcets at
‘Iriadelphia = The Intelligencer Relays — which had a three decude run before ending in the [954s,

Pelty then moved to St Petersbury, Florida in the summer of (956 and taught in junior high until be passed
away alape 57 m 1963

Bomn in 1906 in Ripley, W, Vi, he graduated from Pomeray (Ohio} High School: attended the Univensity
of Plorida for twe years ad geaduated from the Cniversity of Hlinois. He received a masier's degree fram
Ihe University of Philshurgh.

John Kirker (Media)

John . Rirker (Wellsburg High Schoul, Class aof 1934). Born in Follansbeg is 1913,
Kirker™s st taste of the aewspaper business came al the okl Wellsburg Daily Herald
s gt high sehool student, He wrote spons and was eveataally the managing cditor of the
paper when he Seft for the Anay Air Corps in 1942,

Upvn his dischisrge rom the service in 1946, he began a 29-year un (1946-74) o~
spurts editar of The Herald-Star aewspaper in Steubenville until moving into the mews
department as a distoel editor Tor the remaiader of his carver. He was the longest-
serving sponts edilor in the newspaper’s history, covering all high school sparts as well
as local college sparts and summer evenls,

He way inducted into the University of Steuhenville Sports Hall of fame in 19812
the Chio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Famg in [988; and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
>an Hall of Fame in 1989,

Kirker was a member of several high school all-star selection cemmillees. including these choosing the
Al-Fastern Dstrict amd AR-Chis teanss,

He also seeved as an emcee af numercus tocal spirts funclions and was a ring anouacee al loeal baxing
events,

lior Kirker. harmess racing was 1 personal passion, He owned and trained 17 horses for many
larty attendling the Little Brown Jug event in [heluware, Ohio, and contributing nunierous artic
harness racing, pablications.

CArs, Tepo-
Lo various
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C.R. (DICk} Dei (Coaches)
CR. (Dick) Bed (Wheeling Central High Schoul, Cliss off 19590 He win ihe
architect ol the OVACTS st deaminant boss” wack progsaon al Wheeling %ark Ihgh.
During the sehool's 1ing 13 veun (1977 N, the l';|lr|u|.\ won v
4-A chargionships sl Toishd seear
witkes el eaprured three Wesg Vingann Cliss AN sl \h mipioosups w hile firsh
g s e funner-ep Lwigy
“Usder the gtidance of 1. who m.uhml 22 All-Aoerica ek Bonorees aluring
cor. Parh losl only mn dual i~
U Wit Vi En l Yoeur on Isss ascasmtiy aexl il
ch € oach n{ e \mr I
l\|l|.(!n|'||. nI the

t\ = the Pepsi Park Clissie = which wins Liwer
mark s allos caiber imch Gweday i e nesponsibie
Moa v L IR ks s

el lhc(}\.' ACT Trach Championships:
1} State Track Meet Cormemitlen: amd was i proesenler
Paer e the BAC Thian Awund in 19900 fur Wes Vipa

prorls Walvrs Assovizikion.
mducted ingo e Wheeling ek Ahletic Bl of B inc P99 the West Liberts St Ol
e in 2HE,
cedd fnthall at Wheeling Central and W 1 E ; 2
He began i Meyear wichingfomwhing cireer i 1963 ot IILII.urL‘ E -‘h wf\ln-= as heakl lrnk unull
antl asistint in Toechall, He wosnheed s fuothall sty at Mactins 1 eyt esnd foothall coah at A
and hed frethadl anad tewh comch at Wheeling High, He abso served i el
1 (9N, helpin (e B3 o an NCAA Divison 10 play el et BHe posaed iy

0 2007 L che e of B,

Larry Shaw (Coaches)

Larey Shew 15hady Spring 1ligh Schoed, Css of 19730, Mentios wrestling m the
Uhin ¥alley Athletie Cinler anywhere i the state of West Virgimia and o
dotht Shawk ™ mane conwes b il 0 burry Adter all. Shaw was a listare i the st
sport for 31 seae.

Ih Ic\l the Tears on it inredible ron ul lhnnuumm \\nl Virginia Class &

o Ul 34 The [k

| 207 ), 1y

S ¢ s A I L,

secon ol 30, | ¢
by

"0, U7, O L O and B Tovisbwd
pie wietiers amd e than 160 wbers who camed
F-spuart Coswh ol The Yeur tw e 20002 anel 20067 — el ke VAL \\ ot
cestons. Tle wirs the Wt Virginiy Clins A=A Winestling £

g cogel e be sy sl Vi ll-sport €

ELLLE Hy \\;n naned U 2008 Natonal Wresth
[VR( pwaied i JIKM

hm.nmni Bis bester’s tegive Troen Mastall Lisiversits, is a past
a st viee pre nknl of the West Virgini Chagitet of the
\|I a lorner nmnh’rnl the W Sl $VAL Wy Iml_ Lommitiees. e
e in pr ' T e NETIS 1 )iciasing W m\lImL_ Onl.|
Mothexds Clira ics. Sk wies e Cpper O .\‘.ullu\ Yapyper 1%n
Club's Co-Mi of the Year in 2003 was uuhulu! antor thw Ratleizzh Conmty Woestling Hall of Fane in 2000 the L
Tl Upper ¢ e Valkew Thall of Fame i X000; (he \.|I|tm.l\\rv\lllm. Hall of 1w in 201 s s sear
st e Nt High Sohool Spoets Bl of T by e Xationa Feskerion of State High School Asawcigions,

Coewch of the Yy
Ly arkl e enly wrestl
Wi :\wm LY

=

wach ot Lhe Yicar By Wiesthing

St 31 1977
pn-\nlmu al the W, ¥
Mol Wresli

Plennie Clutter (officials)

Pleanie Clurter tWheeling High Schonl, Cliss of 1943, Tle ranks among the best
wlligials of atl-tine in the Ohie Valley, spetding. W0 ves s g Gotbadl referee amd 28
auars s o bashet

Clutier's offii,

at e urging o the

chartee wenber ul the U\a AC all af Tame in the wiigialy” o epury
e s the 1npurl!n ol

nd Ehio Valley Faghall

Hc un Hunumn K ile \Igmh.r ul hagh the Ohin Vi II\'\ Raskettall OMMicials
i i It the OVAC Hashetball

Ie wats the recipient ol the Robert Davson Officials Award

< l.mu in 2008

Clatter abw warked football and baskerball g
Condereney,

As o athlete, Clulter was anallWest Vieginga selection in foothall amd bashetball at Wheeling High, As
aosenior, e swas muned (b all-state caplign amd el the Willeaes W the state Bashetbyll th.muunn\hlp umnder
coach V. Everet BRonkian,

He wars offered a football sehelarsbip o ihe University of Alabaue, be entered the Navy slwing Workl
War 11 1Le played one year with the Phillelphi N il his nmlitan
uhligation, b Plaved prifessosal basketball m Eigland, Wi be returmed o, he swas seleclad 1o plas

nthe 946 ONAC ALLSEr Fonthal Cne,

s i the Wea Virg Interenllegime Adhletic

Edgar Martin (Athicte - 19405

Fedgar Martin (Waraood High School, Class o T3 A mult-sport lugh school
and college stnduut despate bis siee ol S-fina-4 and weghing between 130- 145
ponmds, he Teti s nwark on the OVAC aned Ohio Valles sports,

A threc-ume AlLOVAC honoree - bashetba® (1944 aod 19438 and - oo

114, e helpusd e s winy e firt OVAC Clss A bl sind Tve-selosd Ciy:
ing crowwn with o %1 recond in 194, In ashethatl, be was the leader ol
Dtitke e which went -6 and 223 T 1995 Ciy of Wheeling take
fest alser wons dhie W Ve, sectinn and region crowiis and adsimeed (o 1he one-e
~late toumutent belone bensing w5 Mo seni on i Ye
record foothal | tean, he retumed o bivhotl X3 virds w sqoee ity wean s only Toss
o Foblansbee, 22215 e was o thind tesum all-stiate ame-clss seloeetionn bashethall, e camed seamd
o one-clios al-ate ax i senior ind sweoned 42 pomes — sre wetal an e Gme — ina 168 winser
Fullansbwe

he was @ fhnee-spont standout ¢Emtball. hashetbatl, baschall) and was o swoeliew

e hashethall wamament ienogee, A semion, he averged 2205 poinis o gane.
it SelTerson Union and 1 sty he cooghed alima maker Bethany Collepe Tor
Y71 evced Prosidents” Athletic Conterence tike s in 1962 aod an

hletiy diretor fruat 1973558 i ailsas goihed basherbioll
zanizcrs ol fhe current Beast of the st sumemer haseball
'I T

He fimishedd Bis citrecr st West i
Trom 196074, He wis aie o) the oeig
wumzutent narswed i b Bosor, Mo chod

Bob Jeter (Athicte - 19505)

Huob Jeter (%cir High School, Cliss of 1950 Possibly the ment prominent
mame o hridge the transgion Trom segregated schools inte integrated cduca
gion i ihe Olua Vadtey, He was a mulesport standout an segregated Bunbar
Eligh School in Weinon through his juniar season of 1955 Wilh wlegraion
m Wost Virgini, he Tinished at Weir High Schoul xod bevame the Fisd back
athete o he recogiizcd on the AllSLe Bothall selectons by the W, Vi
Sports Wrikers Associalion. A twi-wity back, e wis a thied tesm choice

En i one sgason gt Weeir FLigh, be belpud ke Red Riders oan 8- 1-1 reond and
the OVAC Class AA tite.

Recrited by the Unisersity of limva, he became o three-seasm iwo-way
regular, As o senior, e AR Ten Bonoree st o Rose Bowl custung record in 2959 which lasied
(v decides betore beoken by USCS Mareus Allen, Jeter rushed Tor 191 yards oneasly tine carrics
and scored o reeard 81y i ornii.

Mgt beiog sekected W play i the Fast-West Shrine Game. Be wis the No 2 drall choiee of the
Gireen Bay Packers in 19460 bat apted e play in dwe Canadian Tooshall feagoe with the Vangouver
B Lions s the Hamilion Tiger Cits (o twar sesesons, Ele then juined Ihn. Thackers as o deiensive
huckewide receiver and played i threy sright X7, winming ehamipionship ganes and starked s
first two Super Bowl games Tor (the winning Packers in 196 and 1967, An AlL- o gy and o e
Bonel selontion, b plaved ight XE1 seisans and (inshed Bis career by playisg three seasons with
the Chivago Bears,

A mm\rm al the W, Va, Spurts Hall
be was the 1970 Dapper Pan Man ol the Y

and Lpper Ohio Vatley Dapper 1an Hall of 1
r Jeter divl an 2008,

Jim McCormick (Amilete - 19505)

Jiem MeConmick (Magnolia Hligh Schal, Class o Y353 Arguably the Noo | Ble
Laghe bashethalt product, be set or tied 33 sehool reqonds while plasing anly twe
LETRN AREVETINTET

A senir e carned AROVAC Ulime A honoes sad AWV, mennon when he
seored O3 podats Tor o 29 2 pee Lot sehuob recosds which Bsed 45
sears He also scored 30 poimes ina game sBich has beca ticd, but sl bBrosken alter
line deciakes. He averaged 2200 poanis Tor his caeeer. He alse played baseball Tor the

ier high sehool. the G-fnit-3 goard prepped Tor a year at uld Greenbrier Military
I Lewisbueg, WAL where by starwed on am unbeiien post-graduate wam vomposed
ol severatl high school all-siars.

He enrotled s West Virginia Cmiversity asan invited walk-on amd was 1be secend-leading scorer Ivhind
Tatare Al Aemcrivan Rud Thom on WYL second-vver unbeaten freshnwan g,

In the thind geme of his sophomore season, he becanue o sarsay <tarer fur the rest ol his career and. with
Thurn, fermed o top hicheotrt which Ted WYL g thiee Soathden Conference tatles aod o paie of XUAA
Tourmument benhs, 1le averuged double Tguees all flwee vears and scored 1256 cancer ponts which.
l|l\ T, was Nith atl-ime in WL histors “hehind four Al Amyricans Jerrs Wk, Kowd Tlundley, Mark
nd Thorw, MeCorstick and ‘Thorn wene Teatured on the goser ul the 1902 WYL Hasketball

Adter swice caming Al Suutbern Conterenee second team and honorable: mention All-America. be
hecame Magnaolia® \unl) NEBA draltee i the sisth round by the Ciscmnat Bovals, Sul o oot injursy Balid
Inis pm ey
ek i a member of the WYL Sposs TG0 ol Pame and was sefected on the sixeplayer 1956.608
;\1I llmu WYL Team.

Rick Boron Athicte - 1960s)

Richard 1. Boror 150 John ¢Central Fligh School, Cliss of 19653 He was a three-
spoit perfon for the Faghamg Trsh, but it was on e grsliven where he el
fabional recoygnition,

Baon blossormed under the e

L

passes Tor $63 wklitnnal stopes

s Just as highly - Ieel Tor s ey
o aldylynsive back As s epted three eneny 1 alse retmedd
@ punt 88 vards dor o UD, MeGirew, g fornmer Purdue ;i pro erikier. cidled

UK yards on ust 9L varries, He abw b
While Beron wis i alfemive dyi
[N

aatt

Toron e best delensie hack ©ever saw ™

Tor his ~emor expluits, Hotos seas nansl o the prostiglous Perrseler Megiine
Alt-America High ol Foothatl Teant He wis alwo L all-g VL
Fastern ©hva and A abl-Ohu honoree Togen alsy letered Jour years i basehall at SIC and s seasoes
m hushuibafl

He tursed down an ofler o plin at Note Dange
Schembechler e pla Al O, Iew s o deces
Tor the Reushins s udelensive Back, He was accorshod second 1
an b uuor amd Gest wan platslite as asemor He it the ¢ R Gord-
ncluding 1 IWTCepIons e Trand freshiiut recasl for i
Musn caecer i tand place on she caneer iereeption listitS

Saron distinguisbed himsel? in the prep « anhs s well He served s el coach a Wadswaonh
Hagh fur fise seasons. compiling thant tenune. e reverved g host o o of the s
asards. meludimg the Clescland 1 Aheont frevnome Jenernasl. Bvon fefi Wik onih e servye
an ary assiseant gt M before beafing ||||n Privide business

amg] st :t\'aplul a -;Iler\Inp I'mul Cench The

Randy Donahue (awilete - 19605)

Kandy .I'Jmmhm- Pmen CComoticiaed High Sctial, Cliss ol 19385 The arca that nahes
S 1 Dsrct bas had countless sellar Tootball Pilayers i s sl
eitjoyed the sievess that Dorsahioe dul. s ever
1|w 0L L 235 pounder s reganded as o ol he Best linenan in Ohie Valley hiswory. and
that kalty desizmation is well supported. Donahue wis e fird OVAC player b be avconded
st teane Forigeles Seeazine AlAnwrica 1964 I the 2o, Obiny was divided
i st i chasses i foothudl, but he sl edd U respevt sl sudmivabion o coaches
througieout the stake as e was voled e -Uhou Ul A selection
alelensive cickde as o ~phenn or il al v Lachde an 0 wenigl
The Jine e stnter Jor Coach Tiek Thumes' Blee Rainblers, Thumes,
alwa g 2001 VAL Hallul' | mlucte, pul feerctber an asizmg string of sucees w e
carly TGk d Domhue was semaor cog i hat machine. Donabue tasted bl just once
1 Tour years i the Ramblers wont 00 a0 70001 snnd 9-00in tha span. Three of twse goid jogpermants captored
A Chanpionships
wha alw eacelled on e baseball diatnorsl, speatbeaded 0 Waren Cossolitad defense which
necorhedl seven sbuouts m his senior cinnga e reconded G cach s amd 28 asts it seison His delemsave
shits an o sophormoene are sl I gust nake g, e tweeseay tenor repistered 112 ckfes amd 52 osanis
Aier sk o stellar grop career s with i showenal weth collepe frnthald
sefmlanship offers. He veentatls szl | 5 Wi Vi 3 el i a cnuel blow,
hlmuu s awr beline he ke tosnsn, Dretahue Bl the vision iz cae ol his eses i g reak
Y | s play o the Mountarseers. but she hundicag was
WheeSng-Plsburzs Siew e b s iy
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Pat Miller (Atniete - 1970s)

b

Crag Miller (athlete - 19705)

Craig Milfer 1 Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979), He was an all-star
foathall player and standout hasketbatl player lor the Bulbdogs, but it was in
track and field where Miller s remembered as one ol the best 16 ever perform
1 the Ohies Valley.

Miller had superb size al 6 1L 3 and 2000 poungds i by the punishing Tuliback-
hinehacker and the rugped postie baskethal thai e was, Bl that size was combined
with great spaed which he utilized o exeel in three distinct evemis in tmck, His
all-around versatility deews him the g as the Bulldogs™ mest versatle athlee since

Pat Miller I iShadyside High School, Class of 19790 He was afke wediowh fow
athlutes can du, thal heing a star io wa spuns during che same season

Miller was nothing shon ol semsational for the Tigees in baseball, lenering Tour
umes, His tremendous diarmond tme did nething o adversely impact his irck carcer
where B wis equally as exceptional.

The talemted Tiger was alss a siellar gridder and also pussessed the prowess ©
pradugte wih 3 194 GPAL

Muller captained the Tiger baschall team bath as a junior and a senior. the later

_J:’ -I-In-unl

Juhih Haviicck. season e in which Be hit for a sizzling 430 averape. That proved a springboard o

Miller was Lhe greatest discus thrower o his ere He used his clongated frame ) be selected o participate in the All-€ )hi(b’ Tasehall St'rics. g A
and superb athleticism e heceme the fint Ohio Valley prepater o twirl the platter mure than | Tecy, He was selected an EORE all-star all four seasons and all-aswern District thoee seasons. Miller's diamond
estahlishing a new valley standard with his [72-10 loss in the district mecl s a seniod, 10 the 32 years explaits caned hign a basehall seholarship e Ohto University.
sinee. only tw discus throwers have betiered thil mark, Miller wos state ounnur-up in the discus as a While his prep haseball reswme is quile glinering, it may wake a backseat (o his wack and field accomplish-
senior while also placing xecond in the Hellain: Relays as 4 junior and scnior. The powerful Bulldog ments. Miller achieved the ultimate by winning the state pole vault titk in 1979, He also finished sixth in the
also ranked with the premier shosputiers during that time, owning a best of 52 feel. Miller was equally high hurdles in the same state meel. He won virwally every pole vaull competition 3 a senior, exeept for the
adept ont the track where e was a prime-time high hurdlen, recording the best time i the Ohio Vallcy Bellaire Relays which win in its heyday. Miller was third in the poke vault and third i the high hurdies in
s 2 senior with a scorching 14.7 cliking. . . that meeL. finishing ax the Wp local scorer in the stale's second-largest meel at te lame.

Millr was alse 3 three-year letlerman at Bridgepon in basketball where he was the leading rebounder The wemilic Tiger was 3 two-ime all-Valley hanonze and was selected 1o The Tntelligencer's all-Decade
for Coath lrank Baxler cach season, Miller averped 1545 points a game ax a seior. ) ) Track Team.

In foutbadl. e carned all-Ohio, all-OVAC and atl-Valley henars after a senior year which saw him He enjoyed much gridicon success as well, The hard-running Tiger caened ali-Chio honurs both his punior
total 105 points. which included theee field goals and 21 kicking PATs, another sign of his all-atound and senior campaigns. The thace-year grid letterman was ficst lcam all-OVAC, all-Valicy and all-Eastern
tatents, He wins 2 blocking fullback, butstitl managed 422 yards on just 9 iokes for the 9-1 Bulldogs of Districl his last 1wo Scasons. :

Coach ave Bruncy. He also averaged 40 yads pergunt, Miller, wher served as the Tigers” vaptain aw a setior. followed 1 his father™s footstops and played in the

He opied o seeept 3 fvotball sehotarship o Miami of Ohie University. where be lettered four vears OVAC All-Star {ame.

2% a tight end and wan accorded all-MAC honors as a junior.

Sharon Vincent (Athlete - 1980s)

Sharen Vincent (51 Clairsville High School, Class of 19413 This Lady Red Devil
wis casily one of the most decorated asd sueessiul sprnters ever e grace the ovals m
the i Valley,

Vincent finisted her prep cancer with cight st medals and ksl St C. w its only stile
champienship in school history in Jope of 1981, In thar stie meel her senior season,
Vincent capped an undliated campaign in both tee 1900 and 200-meter dashes by sprint-
ing W the OHSAA state champienships in otk events in 12,18 amd 2479, respectively
aus [ Vincent won a state gold as a sophomore as well as a member of the Ly Red Devils”
during his caneer, As i senior, despite the Cadets” run-lirst offensive schemes, Clay H-yard relay wam, She was the state runner-up in the 200 and placed fifth in the 100 that
managed e eateh 30 passes for 428 yards am five wuchdowns. He also wok wwo seasen, Prioe o breaking through in Columbus as @ senior, Vineent was the stle runner-up
KickolTs back for louchdowns and hil tive interceptions. He was named atl-Suae. in the 100 and brunze medalist in the 200 as o junior.
all-OVAL and ali-Valley, He was U Caplisin of the big-school wam afier his senior season, “The onty incdividual loss Vincent saffenad as 2 senior e in the 300-meter dash ag the

On the hasketbal) coun, Clay Led the Cadels in his serior season with 2 17.5 points per game averipe districy mect where she ook thind, but stll ran an impressive S8.7. En oute o her state meet perfomiances, sthkews
while shooting 48 pereent from ihe Mooe. He also passed otk 170 assisis on route o carning all-QOVAC competed i sectionals aml districts whens she won 19 championships. She was o throe-tiew secuonal amd districy 1900

Willie Clay (Athlete - 1980s)

Witlie Clay (Linnly School, Class of 198%). This former Cacdet did it all during
his four years on the Wheeling campus, While caming letters in three sports,
it wis on the [ootball ficld where he made his bigpest impact o the Calets”
progrant.

Clay wis the unguestioned Jeader and most recognized player vn feams which
won 23 consecutive games and recorded the Jind two undelicaled scasons in Lhe
schoal’s history when it finished 10-0in 1486 and 94 in 1987, Excelling as a deten-
sive back widde sueciver and Kick retumer, Clay camed numenous postseason bonors

anl all-Valkey, i . aexl X(kmwter charpion.
In the spring. Clay lit up arca bascball diamonds, He Bated 323 as g senior and was named all-OVAC Al the OVAC niet, Vincent won a kxal of 12 conderence championships. She was a tiee-time champion in eth
and ult-Valley. the 11K and 200, At the time of her graduation, Vinceal held eight meet nocesds amd thne al-tiene Ohio Vadley necords.

Despite his success on seomany surfaces, L was football that was his calling at the next leve " Vingent, who aill holds the 100, 200 amd J00-meter dash school records, was named St Clarsville's Muost
aceepted a schelarship to attend Georgia Tech Unaversity whene he carmed all-ACC hanars twi WValuable Athlete Tour times amd was also named alb-District Athleie of the Year She alse compeied in the presti-

tme, Clay held the Yellow Jackets” school record for interceptions (16} afler stnting in the delensive gious Midwest Meet of Champions in the [00-meter dash in 1981,

hackfickl for three seasons. A her prep career, Viewent aceepued a scholaship w bastern Kentucky University. She competed tere for two
In 1992, Cliay was dralied in the cighth round by the Detroit Lions and played cight seasons in the N1, seasons hefore gransferming to The Ohio St Univensity whene she compleled her bachelur of arts degve m ceoftomics.

He also played for the New England Pawiots Tor three seusens and one with the New Oreans Saints, All Vinicerd, whe was inducted to s St Clairville Athletic Hall of Fame as o member of the 1981 state champion-

wld, he played an 18 NEL games and slarted Y, ship team aml then in 2067 s an individual sthlete, luer camed 2 master’s degree lrom (Oticrbein.

Quincy Wilson (athtete - 19905)

Quircy Wilson (Weir High, Class of 19991, This fuemer Red Rider wass a mulii-spon
stndont, hut it was on e [dball Bield whsre be ¢amed his highest seclaim.

Wilson rewrole Ohio Valley ad West Vinginis feeont books as he helped lead the Bed
Raders 1o the 1998 Wost Virginia Class AA stale chumpionahip

As 2 aenior on e stalke chatpionship sgesl, Wikon became the fiest Ohio Valicy and
West Virginia prep athlcte W accubulate 3,000 yards in o season, All wld, Wilson nashed
tor 3,262 yands. He scored an Ohio Valley recond 47 wuchdowns and linished with 282
pirints. which ix seoond best all-tise B the Ohio Valley, wrailing only Jack Simons of New
Curnberland, who sconed 288 points in 1919,

Wilson, & four-year letterman, linishaat his prep carcer with 6162 yands, but 5,624 of these
came during his junior wwd senior seasons sinee he played pamanly on defensive dunng his ticst
wo seasons. For his career, he scorod 93 touchdowns amd 564 powns, with all but seven 11s and
H points e during his junion i senion seasonis, Wikan wok his play w another level when I.le. me\c;]ws;l S‘iliul
} B - w conterence Litles this i biah i . ; aroumd. He sel all-ime Wist Virgings aecunds with 1,671 vands and 23 achdowns in seven playoll games. Included is
B 'h"?h e h'br‘ Jump and long Juripl: asingle-panie necend of 327 ymlm\. I 1998 s title garw against Duponl. Wilson rin for J.g(l ;:‘.ud'-‘.md 0 SCORCS.

Hammig aceepted i seholacship for sweer 1o the Univensity of Indeana where be staried in net from 1997- Wil neard lvenon awind imaginabke, Ho was named Catorde State Mayer uf the Year ad shs
20i%0 and finished No. | in 16 Tistory with 32 shutoats and second 1n victories (63), The Hoosters played in v i el isetat iy y ,'m"b_ ke kel e per it L ¢ o bl

_ f— 5 i i et ST - . leating Scandosd (30 the Kennedy Award with Nivw's JR. Hutse atter he finsshod fowrth in the balloting as a junior. He was iunod (ist-eam
Four consecutive NCAA Final Lours, winning the NCAA tilles in 1998 and 1999, defeating Sanford GeL) |y g e and copsined the All-Valky team and wa twice farmed afl <VAC. He e played basketiall at Wir High,
and Santa Clara (10}, respectively. Hannig and OVAC and NBA Hall of Tamcr Joha Havlieek (Beidgepon Afker aceepting @ seholarship o West Virginis University, Witson fought his way up the depth chart and troogh
High) are the only two OVAC products to play in thee comecative NCAA title games, Haonig's name i1 ygiea) pedshin Before bursting oo the seene in L big way in 2003, He ran for §,30 yvards aod 12 louchdwsns en
all over the Indiana University recond book. He ranks seventh at TU with 176 saves, and the 23 viglories i | cayee to being namsed WYU's Offcnisive MVE and won the keim's awand for all-zround exeellence, Wilson played in

T.J. Hannig (Athtete - 19905)

T4, Hannig (Linsly School, Class of [996). This three-spont Caden standout
exeelled as an alt-around athlete. but it was on the soceer field where he made has
higgest impuct.

Haemig varoed four leuers for the Cadets as their staning goalkeeper for (eams
which posied a 760-13-10 record. Taluded in those seasons wene two OVAC all-class
titles in 1992 and 1994, The Cadets were winning these titles hecause opposing
teams just couldn't get the ball past Hannig, wha set the Ohio Valley recoed with 41
cancer shutouts, Overall, he owned 2 0,88 goabs against average, His exploits didn™t
gorunnoticed. He was twice named all-OVAC and captaioed the all-Valley team asa
senivr. He was also named Gatorade Player of the Year and a Prrade All-American,

On the hasketball count, Hannig hlossamed as a senior. seoring nearly 17 points a game and grabbing
cight rehounds en route (e all-OVAC and all-Vallwy secalades. In wrack and licld. Hannug competed in a
bevy of events, but it was in the long jump where be stood oul. He set the OVAC record with a mark of 21

1998 are tid for the most in o scdson. " N . ) — 44 games ol WYU, unning for 2,608 yands and 20717, He also cawght 206 batls,
After his collegiate carcer. Hannig was selected in the MLS Drali and spent time with [LC. United. He alsr Wilson was then selected in the seventh round as the 219t player wken by the Atanta Falcons, He was releascd

playued for the Pigshurgh Riverbounds, ancd ¢ventually signed with the nnati Bengals, with whom he spent pants of fuur seasans, He was abw drafied
in the imaugurat UEL. Dralt by the Florida Tuskers.

Ashley Battle (Atiete - 20005)

Ashiey Batele (Lansly School. Class of 20000, When asked 1o nans the greaest giels’
hasketball players in 43hic Villey history, this Suneser Pady Codets” name is always one of
the first rwntioned. And Tor good reasen,

Bantle arivesd on the Linsly campus at the urging of some uf ber family and friends
to gel her away from the rough section of her homggown ol Pitsburgh, She went 1o
Linsly o take an adimissions st prive W eniering high school and scemingly the rest
wan histury.

When she amived al Linsly. the girls” basketball teum was singggling, but ~he helped
turn that aroursd quickly and eventualty led Linsly o an wndefeawsd nin (Y9599,

Al Linsly, she became the school's all-time leader in auntkraus satistical ciegorios.
inchuding points (1.532), reboundks (823). assists L5) and steals (371).

She was named OVAC A Player of the Yoar fout comscentive seasons ankd wis
a shree-time atl-State pick in West Virginia,

Aller reeciving countless recruiting leters, Battfe eventually chose so conténwe her carcer at the University
o Connecticat over the fikes of Duke, Penn Stawe and Stantond.

At UConn. she poined wilh Dianng Taurasi and Maria Conlan and helped fead the Tady Huskies (e throe
NCAA National Championships. including an undelicaled seson in X003,

Bale was g standoul on the defensive end of the oer as evidenced by the fact that she wan the Big East
Extonsive Player of the Year awind. but she also scored LOKO canver poinls, a O ame
Battle, wha owns i degree in marketing and economics Irom UConn, was dragted by Seatue io the second
round of the 20058 WNBA Dealt. She then signed with the New York Liberly of the WNBA in 2006 and <he
alo spenl Li Jaying for Seattie and San Antonio, All told, she appeared in 142 WXRBA Games and averaged S
i . She abo plaved protessionalty in Spain in 207 and 20058, Sponsored by R()bln.s Oon Aul‘() Group
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel (ovac vamity)

Tinem “Bear™ Bechiel {Wheeling Cemral Hig
direvtor, o Bechiel wears many hals in ¢
s wwember of the OVAC S 1t
Commissioner amd s be
AllStar Bashetball €
I Bechsel Tin worked 5

l|c ik Iltl'l|)|l‘l"\ soltball in the West VG
In I%0. he Became lh; it Wt V)
g Award.

e
wouth spors
than 100 iy

OVAC Hall of Fame |=::0 .

served s

'ullmll Class o 1969), Commpsuner,
I andd he wears lhn.m well,

Avim ol

!u.ml ol \nl:h.lll Umpi
A I}n;m] ulﬁn'r T

mute thaty
Inr mure

||| uf the Natiomat Federivn of Stuy igh Schoul

~I\ pmnnl‘

it~ worked oo radio

. ] P He has served as i color st for WRESEY on tootball snd Binketball brog
S[)()”'s()rea' b_"' RUI)!”‘S on Aut() Gr’()“p anneuneer lue h.n\hlhal e~ and sty e public address ianeuncer at Wheeling Jesuie Universin home
bankerball '~ Cathofie Baskeall “Toursament i Whe

ny
Bechiel received the Robert S, MoeRelvey Memorial Award From the Upper Obie Valles Dapper IJ in. ()
in 20008,

Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Media)

“Red™ Dondey (Welkburg TEh School Clss of 141, An oneer ol Gidio
~iu|| Immdc:l n b Ohio Valley, Donley gon his sian at WYTV-AM s in
e wnuuiker (or high school teatball and basketbal

Burdell ‘Jimmy’ Carey (ovAC Contributor)

Hurdell = fimry™ Carey (Foltansbee High School Class ol 1923, Hie i the only
cuach in the Ohio Valley Athlelic Conference and the ste of West Viegisi te win
stale champivaships in three sports = Tootball . bashetball and basebalt

C. ke ol coaching with W yees i hes alma mager, Follnsbee
thgh lenm g o Werr [hgh o assist OVAC Hall of Famier Card Hamill and
28y ear Red Rider vaneer
whed Werr 2o W, AL Cliess AAA Toagball tigles e 1987 01141, 1960
COel) and 1960 {10-1) and his 1935 wam wis 9-1, e only 0 eventual state
chumpion Pachersburg. [~ seasons 1 1956-611, his weans posted a 3211 recond
antt won lwo OVAC Chiss AAA Lhmnpmndup\ 1957 and [Y5%).

|0 bashetbsall. ey voached Weir Iur 13 \r.lmu\ 4 ‘Jih hN) ulmplllug it record ul IT‘< 115, !h- i
made the W, \'l Tl r\l\r\ litle

w WION | went on i
e, wins sehected 1o work with Jioe
Steckers” brirtcing. i preition he beld Trom 193562

i FICIE al Wheeling Dewy

ie. Dotiley Iecanke
ucker on Pitsburgh

i Waterfund Park From §949-56

In (9650, b Become sperts slinector at Channel 11 in Pisbargh. ey n he houl
Tor 10 years. Durng his Jday~ i Pisburgh, Donley won Bae “Golden Qi s Tor
d|~|||1;.|u~.l1al news vl i uding one Tor Jdocunsen 0 he weote and namated o
U Jate Ant Reanesy ihers don Reserio Clemente and Pie ‘TR nor tat ans in the
Hasebiall FEll o
In 19h2 &
m‘ m-'mn.nl Crowhs md n ldL‘ Inur ale umm.nnuu Rl T TR uhlk .llxn \u.mmg twu Pontles, rejoined C
| clnnhl|h|['?(t“ nd U6, Ity received the Preside
In h&huh |. hr guidud W el burmarent berths and ghe one-cliss W, VL state champinnship an Imiw:m desree et Jetleram T
e ] (]\M lillu L ol Steubensille in 1989 win the recip
ool V in 191 and was indugtedd inte the OF
. He also participated @ o ¢
APPREIRIIRES L OGN OF LU
i ATonitbiall Dinket- - dinner in his honor back in 1974
2 v West Libenty “The mawd hesding: o the curmeat WOV TV sudio in Steubensille is naewed “Red Donley Drisve’™ i his homor
S0 erd War 1 veteran s senved in the Manne Corps, Dobiley pressed

ame,
e o sueveed Tegendars Ray Seoat as phay byl smoer Rur the Linversity ot Pilsburgh

] & m Seeubenvall 147 ~ thrector ind nrwd there b retined in 9S8

m whit s then the College of Steupenville 1959 recesved

0 1957 and an honoriry e degree from the C

ol the | “pper Ohino Valley Dipper 3an Club s Robert S, MoKeley A

VAP Brodimdens Hall of Fannwe m 206

bl progects ocluding e Uniied

ALCOmmUNIL events, His ok <

anf

1458, 1Te i 5member ot the
I)appvr Dien 1l ul Fane atwd el Weir High Tl of
hix ey,

b (.m'\ was it multi-xpon athleie who went en w play hree
bl and baschally .n ('mrp. Wihingion Lnivensity before trisferring and grad
State Cullege

l [Lmler atkd e countless
butiors were recogntzed i 3 estiownial

gy BN,

Gene Ammirante (Coaches)

Gene Antatcrerte (W heehng Centenl Catholic High Sclosl, Class of 8689y When
youl think e Amunnrante, you think of tw things - passivan and saeeess, Durang his
\ll-\mr vibneer s head [N bmln thall voich .|l Betlaire High, *Coach A displayed

ol the Litter,

Gary Sprague (Coaches)

Cary Spragae {Needham (3 s s High School, Cliss of 19631 e piloted the
Limnly School basebatl progesm frany [974. 20006, compiling an imgressive 33aear
revard al 485 257- 1, which rnks Tourth all-time samong Ohio Valley voaches,

Tle ded the Cadets te 1 3ONAC Tournament championships < more 1han any other
conlerenge coach CTURD, 'RA, "8G, KT, 'RY WD, T 94, WA T 001, 03, DAL
061 and ciached Linsdy 1o live Eastern Ohio Baseball League titles 11987, 88,
AL 9S and 9ni

st 1o Mark Mawz o
Bellaire bl | ch ot the Big Reds.

He compiled mptessive JTE-205 carger n-mn.l an Bellaing, the sll-tme best
cukiching reeund i buyy’ h.a\i“ il at the school. That ticleded o UR-4 1 mark dur- N Al . . . .-
ing the Tk, E ¢ 19 wins per seasen during that 11y car span Sprigue was mamed OVAC “Coach ol the Year in 1986 aler guiding the Caders

Bellaire High ahieved T 200 mmkings i Ohia 15 liskes under Ammicmie; won oz 27-d record and EOBLCoach o e Year™ three lmes
14 Otue Nalley Athletic Conderence I.|’I.II'I||)IlIII\|II|h H sectional crow s s district mlu attd an egional e costwhed sis ahietes who went on to play pealgssiomal sparts — Heab Elaynes,

i Run Stephens. Kevin Tutar, Mike Cres and Mark Seaver in biseball and Willie
Clay in the NEL. He also coached o tal of 13 first eam all-staze plasers including twae cag

ar seases, _- I ‘tl 0in IIP‘H M .mu ‘INH.lln atid -t 14| OVAC "PMlayer of the Year™ winners iand four West Virgina American Legion =Player of the Year™
revords: and the 200510 e bruke the sehool record with 23 victories selections.,

Among Ammirmge’s numerous awards sene “Cuach of the Year for Ohiv Division 11 e Eistern Tle alw hed freshmin fotball s Linsly,
Distrit auned District 12 v well i the OVAC ovesall “Cusch of 1he Year™ in 200384, and the Bob Amsen 5;“ Tu. ':-i\LuI "L|: Carl R‘ Tamill Aw .‘,d Trom the Upper Ohio Valies Dapper Dan Cluk and was

Avand fur 20 consecive deaes al the samg sehoal § L) N y L . . el At Laa anF T NI LT oee v -
He wirs aisa selecked o coach the South squad in the gl Otin Nonh-Seath Al-Star Cione in the recipient of the OVAC Themas B Rataiczak Scorckeepen®Timer Awand in 2009 alter nearly three

Tt 1eam~ pqhu-d sy undereited re

Columbus m 1997 decades i e timer a Linsly baskeibatl gavies.
He served as Gime Director for the Samuel AL Sambey OVAC AfL-Star Basketball Clissic on s dil Sprigue grauied Jrom Wt Virginia Wesleyan Colleyge in 1968,

ferenl peciesions and is sl weuve on the

ommiley; founded and dinected the OVAC Bitshetbadl Clinie tor

=i director ol the Whe

LERTY

mieat’s Youeh Basketball Program; and stantedd the E ‘E d. » J h
I Saturday Momig Fundy  Baskeehall Camp al Belluee. He received the ‘e - Sk
AC Skl 1abert Iim\ H.l\k(lh.l"(ﬂ.llht\’ rd in 007, ugene LU Osep {Athlcte - 1940x)
Azt seceisod Bis becliehor degree T West Libeny Sake College tn B97 3 md his nuter™ Miesi . . . . . N .
\I&“";m‘m:‘.ﬁ".\ ,:, |.,:,:f,_ R RALRAGER B AL o e S SR Eugene “Ludie” Joseplt (Nuns Ferry High School. Class of 1945), A thiwe-
st AU-OVAL honoree 10 Foothall, basketball and track. he wis & major contribi -

tor tsr wop-record Purple Rider Toothall and baskethall eams,

Io baskeball, plaing for OVAC Hall of Fame Le Tovd Baker,
Joneph win it wron i w ldch went 71-4 in shree sears including 21-2.with
Ut wins i aosenion, He swas ajuiior m g 26-1 secord e s Bich won the
tirst OVAC Clans AAiLle i 1944, That eam lost s onfy game o eventead Ohi
Champion Middigtown, 3834, in (e state tourgument semitinals, Joseph, along
and OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Groza, were all-lournament selhec-

=

Bill ‘Tonini (oicial

Bl Ternined (Awella (Pg.) High School, Clise o 194014 Play ball?™ Considering
the tael thin bis career as an umpire spanned anoncredible seven decades, per-
Baapes B vne s wklered :hwt. wosds nure than Tonini.

He spent a ttal af 52 yeurs working countiess basehall games theoughou
the Ohio Vadley and h\:mnv.[ Trom [TSS7-2010 w hile alsa seeving M1y i i
Tootball officzal and 14 years as a basketball reteree.

His exgurtise as an wmpire. privarily Sehind Tenvie plate walling balls wul
strikes, earned Tonini oumerows Nigh school post-season assignments, inctud-

with lcamn;
tons. Joseph seored S21 points — sevored o thy s o Geasics OV recaed istal
af 62% ponis, As o saphomore, Juseph was o member af i 24-1 recond teant.
I | |
In [ootball. be was co-captiio o i 7-2-1 record weam which won the fire OVAC
recorded eight shutouts. He caened AN-Chio UPT honors s well as ANLOVAC and
ing five state murnaments in ()hm.md Tive is Wew Virginia te alvo utiping 3,";"'”' 0:"" pekectinaly mnnln:u i \lwl"‘u“‘ll'lll.l]':ll N |“('|“N R LNEIMES SR
more than 38 years of OVAC Tourmament action. H “I'“": l}‘"“ ‘:‘ K J“'““(r)‘\',"\‘( Itn:\l ‘]““‘ﬂ EL ':; ™ : LEINE '“‘l | 2 iunier and he
‘Toming worked NCAA Division 1] College Wortd Scries games in Marietta b 'I‘ L l‘lmlpll et il LVAL high T "' ""?h“r -'m!“IL ld“l‘ I""- ‘3'—‘-‘ as il Junier and wan the
aratal o 140 gimes; several NCAA Division | games involving Ohio Ste and Ohio University: a 1eh jump. He dida’t compeie as asenior after being dealied for military duly
— A ) ot Ater discharge, be enrolled a the University nt s on and pl.m:d tour yuars ol basketball with
host o American | N zames n the sumnwer and three yeirs in the minor leagues, including the B or ) )
o= i I . el by W i Ureee i it ~reT o0 e with sehonl reconds of 24 8. 27-5 and 2 The st tau vears. the Flyers
Northwest Leagee in Eugene. Oregon and Walla Walla, Wishimgton 4 y el g s Fh e leind el
. R S e C e e S h 5 e (Thenr were runnersap e Nimonal Invicigion Tourminnent and abo were NCAA regional semilinilist in
The alsewi an anstructer at Bill Baer's Umipire School in West Palm Beach. Florids. i ~ettiar s war ol 1932
“[ONINE i i s Wotern Pe i Cenennr F e s T il I Stk Rt o . . . .
Ill}‘l‘f‘;"'_:‘(;;:llll“i ‘}r":"[;" !)":‘I!'[“)v‘_ll‘l';"l“ll;\”"""r Hall of Faung and he receised  special asand from Tle spent Ris entire 37:ear professisnal carcer weaching and coaching at Linsly Military Isucune
v Lppe 0 vadley Liapper Dl u . . where e was e coaeh ol by’ awnd teack s assistant i footbal) and alse
A highly devorated World War T1 veteron who recerved commendations from bt the Usited | el e athletic director, His Cadet feams won three OVAC titles — 1971 tasketbadl and 1961-67 in
S N LGS AT T U S AT wack. The tap ot secards vere (-4 in 1957 £5-4in (975 and 15350 1972, A i0s scholarhig
i amed in s honor

ane AN Litde and
wa-time All-
he played on g
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Art Hehr (athiete - 19505)

Arr Helr (Bridgeport High Schoul, Class of 1939). He graduated as the
winmngest vareer wrestler in the OVAC, with two strught unbeaten seasons
capped by Ohio tiles in 1934 and 1939 after placing third in the slate meet
as i sephomore, He was captain of the 1959 Ohio state championshap team

the first for an OVAC member, coached by OVAC Hall of Famer George
Kovabick He won his last 1w titles ut 127 pounds after competing at 120
pounds us a sophomore. He alse wor three consecutive OVAC titles on
conference championship ieams

He also competed in foutbail und was a member of the Bulldogs” fint-cver
unbeaten season in [958 and the first Bridgeport team 1o defeat rival Martins Ferry in 1956

After serving in the U 5 Army from 1959-62_ he enrolled at West Liberty State where he was 2
member of the West Virginia Conference title teams 10 1962 and 1963, also <nached by Kovalick
He wax imured and couldn't compete tor part of his college career

After graduation, he cuached wresthing at Wheeling College and started the wrestling program a
wld Skyvue High Schoul, He alse coached Martins Ferry High 1o an OVAC vitle in 196K as well as
sectivnal and district crowny, He served as a wrestling official from 1970-86 and as athletic directer
at Skyvue for 28 years and Monroe Central two veass plus three years as track couch at Skyvue

Hehr was inducted into the Bridgeport High School Spoets Hall of Fame in 2011 and was the
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Couches " Mr. Mat™ award 1n 2012,

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - 19665)

Dan Abremewicz (Steubenville Cathulic Central High Schoal, Class of
1963), This glue-fingered wide receaver hal to make believers out of countless
doubters every step of has bnlliant football career,

The Crusaders” three-sport standout was deemed fuo slow and wo sotafl
to make o in big-ime college tootball, After he shredded that fallacy.
Abramowicz did s even more emphatcatly on the professional level

After o sparkling career at Steubenville Central where he was bhonored as
an all-OVAC and all-Ohio wide receiver, the college recruilers were nowhere
1o be found. turmed off By his pedestrian-like 4.8 4J0-mewer locking. His lone
anlliege scholamship offer came from Xavier University in Cincinnat

Abramowicz made the most of tha opportunity, and went on to enyoy a record setting stay with
the Musketeers

Abramowicz established a host of Xavier recerving records duning a brelliant four-year career,
including 120 catches for 1683 yards and 14 touchdowns.

Hix prodigious numbers resulted in lum being tubbed by the New Orleans Saints in the 17th and
final 7ound of the E967 NFL Draft. That 171h round pick wumed out to be a gem for the Saints

Abramowicz carved out a pri carcer that many first-rounders would relish

He wis nstant ipact in “The Big Easy,” landing 50 passes for 72§ yurds and six touchdowns as
he was one of the top contenders for NFL Rookee of the Year honors

Twa seasons later, Abramowicz Jed the Jeague with 73 receptions. His biggest NFL achievement.
however, wus seiting a leugue record for catching a pass in 104 consecutive games, which has since
been broken, The Swints dealt Abramuowicz t the Sun Francisco 49¢rs afier the second game of the
1973 segson for draft choices. After un adjustment periond, he becume a dYers” starter the last 11
games, catching 35 passes for 442 yards and a TD. He retired after the 1974 season, a campagn in
which he grabbed 25 passes for San Francisco. Abramowicz pul up seme lvfty numbers during his
eight-vear NFL career. He caught 369 passes for 5,686 yards und 39 TDs in 11 games.,

Doug Swearingen (Athtete - 1970s)

Poug Swearingen {Matans Ferry High School, Class of 19791, He was best
knuwn for his pitching prowess. but Swearingen was o multi-spor standout for
the Purple Riders.

[n acddition o the diamond, Swearingen sparkled on the gridiron s well as the
hardwood for Ferry. With that said, Swearingen remains one of the finest hurlers
in Ohiv Valley prep annals.

The cratty southpaw was a four-vear baseball lewerman for she Purple Riders.
When oot on the hill, Swearingen was a hard-hitting vutftelder.

He was 3 two-time all-Valley honoree and was a firststeam atl-Ohio selection
an o sertior. There was o all-OVAC team back then,

Swearingen went 6-2 a senior, compiling a miniscule 0.74 ERA. He fanned |30 batters in 62 innings.
He wis equally as potent ot the plate, butung a robust 412 with eight doubies. three triples. one homer
and 24 RBL. He lost the ultimage heanbreaker that spring. dropping a 1-0. 10-inning Jistrict final attair
1o Cadiz, He stiruck om 20 in a route-going etforl

Suvh an cutstanding, prep cancer had eollege buseball vosches ¢oveting the 6 it 2, [95pound scuth-
paw. He chose The Ohior State University. a decision he would ot regret. Swearingen wis i four-year
leuermen tor the Buckeyes. He compiied a sparkling 23-13 career mark with 2 3.80 ERA. Swearingen
wats & supertr 9-1 as a junior, losing only 1o Oklahoma in the NCAA Regional, He was second-team
abl-Bag Ten thar season. Swearingen finished his Scarlet & Gruy career tied for 14th place for caneer
mound wins, inth in innings pitched (378) and 1ith in siikeouts (224), He was the team’s co-captain
a% 1 senier,

He was dratied by the Seate Muriners in the 23 round. He pitched for fuar years in the minors, going
322 with a 3.36 ERA. Swearingen was alsea member of the 1982 ULS, National Team which panicipaied
in South Konga, He posted a 3-1 evond with 2 225 ERA ax the U S, claimed the bronze medal.

A twaeyear in football and basketbal) leterman, he was u first-team all-OVAC defensive back as a
senior and was chosen (o play in the OVAC All-Star Feotball Game, but he oped 1 bypass the game
due tr bis Ohi State basebal) scholarship.

Joe Maroon (Athlete - 1950s)

Joe Marpon (S, John Central High School, Class of 1958}, A four-year [rish
letterman i football, basketball and baseball, be the first 51, John's
gridder to eaen first team All-Ohio footbatl honars {(os a defensive safety) and
also was an Ali-Ohio baseball selection. A two-time ALLOVAC and All-Valley
founball honoree. be was co-captain of the 1957 Al-OV *Big School” henor roll
as a Sefout-6, 1L30-pound two-way back. Afler earning second team ALl-OVAC
henors as a sophomore. he helped the Lrsh record the school’s fitst-ever perfevt
fooball season of 9-0 with ar OVAC dtle as a junior under Coach Hen Healy
in 1956. Then he posted major statistics in ondy seven games (6-1 record} in a
senior séason shortened by intluenza,

As g semior, Maroon Jed the [nsh in scoring and rushing in the seven-game
season. He led Eastern Ohio with 107 points on 17 wuchdowns and five conversion runs and also
completed 16 of 35 passes for eight scores. He had eight TD runs between 50-80 vards: returned four
kicks for TDs with a long of 78 yards: and had four-TD games against Wheeling Central, Mingao and
Bamnesville. On defense, he imercepted five passes and also pumed.

A three-sport Irish team co-captain, he alse was selected captain of the winning Ohio 1eam in the
annual Ohio-W. Vi AllStar game, He abso was awarded the Coca-Cotz Scholar-Athlete Award by
the QVAC.

Marvon attended Indiana University on # football scholarship and eamed Academic All-America
honors. He was a starting haltback in 1960 and averaged 5.3 yards a carry.

Alter reverving a medical degree from lacliana, he tined at Georgetown University and at Oxford
University in England. Currently Vice-Chairman and Professor of Neurosurgery at the University of
Pittsburgh. e 15 also the Team Neurosurgeon der the Pitsburgh Steelers. He also participates in numer-
ous marathan races and triathlons, He was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1987,

Richard ‘Dick’ Kerwood (Athlete - 19605)

Richard “Dick™ Kerwood (Bishup Donahue High School, Class of 1968).
Some woulel have viewed u us a handicap; Kerwouod used it as motivation.

The Bishop Donahue star was born June %, 1950 with just one amm. It never
hindered him in life or athletics =
During hix youth, he played basketball and baseball, excelling in bath, He ¥
wis also a pleneer it weighihfting. He buught a cast iron set of weights while
in grade school and used 1t passionately. The visionary strength taining paid
handsome dividends,

As a freshman at Bishop Donzhue, Kerwood played fuotball, basketball and
buseball for Ceach Tom O°Connell, lettering in all theee sports.

During the next three years al the McMechen-based school, ke opted to concen-
trate on just fonball and basketball, [t proved a prdent degision.

The powerful 6 ft, 2, 1%)-pounder started on the gridiron his finaf three scasons as a center, middle
lincbacker and kicker.

Dunng that ume, he was accorded all-Valley. afl-OVAC and all-State hanors., named captain of the
fiest two all-s1ar squads,

Kerwod distinguished himself so much as o senior gridder that he earned honotable mention All-
American plaudits. He was also tnvited 1o play in the OVAC All-Star Football Game.

His busketball curcer with the Bishops alsa tovk on all-star status, Kerwood was the eam’s center
and) gained all-OVAC and all-Valley honors, He was awcorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the West
Virgini Saate Basketball Tournament as a senior.

Kerwoud's sparkling prep play afforded him several gollege seholarship offers in boh football and
basketball. He opted to play tootball m Salem College. carning extensive playing time as a freshman

As fate would have it, Kerwood was tragivally Kitled in an auiomobile accident shonly after his
trosh grid season at Salem,

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980%)

Chris Starr { Buckeye Trail High School. Class of’ [9R6), You nume 1he sport
and this former Warmior shined en route to earning 12 varsity letters and eventu
ally a scholarship to Michigan

While fixtball and basketball were privritics for Stare, baseball was where
fie made his preatest impact,

Sturr was a standout on the hill for the Warriers and earned first-team all-
Ohiar Class A, fiest-team all-Eastern District and first-team all-OVAC. He alsa
played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Series.

During the summer months. Starr was a key contributor tor the Maynard
Past 666 American Legion squad which won 1wo st titles and played in the
American Legton World Series in 1986

Starr ¢arned a full baseball scholarship to play for the Wolverines i baseball, He playwd mwe
seasons in Ann Arbor. winning 4 Big 10 chumpionship in 1987, Due to injury, Starr eventu-
ally wransterred to Muskingum College where he pitched for two years, caming all-Ohio Adhlene
Conterence honors, He had 125 strkeowts in bis two seasons with an ERA of 2.81 and was named
i pre-season all-Amertcan. but tore his ACL in (ke first game of the season.

Continuing (o overcome adversity, Starr was drafted in the [6th sound of the Major Leagoe
Baseball Dralt by the Texas Rangers n 1991, He played 1hree seusons of protessional baseball.

On the footbail field. Starr etched his name into Buckeye Tranl histery’ as the schals all-time
leader in passing and rushing yards. He was an honorable mention 2t-Ohio pick. first-team all
OVAC and first-team all-Eastern Distnict. He was chosen o play in the OVAC All-Star Fouball
Game, but turned ot down due w Legion basebull,

Durng busketball season, Starr also eamned all-state accolades. He was named o the third-team as
well as first-team all-OVAC and all-Disirict 12 squads. All1eld, he scured 770 points. averaging 12
points a game. He grabbed 367 rebounds, passed out 154 assists and shot 45 percent from the Deld,

Alex Welker (Atlete - 1970s)

Alex Welker (The Linsly Schouf, Cliss of 1977). He s the Michael Phelps of
Ohio Valley swimmers

Welker splashed his way w a ¢aneer like none ather in OVAC swimming annals,
Simply put, Welker wax unbeatable.

The Linsly star never lost o tuce in high school, ingluding relays, s it is only
fitting that he is the first swimmer to be inducted inte the OVAC Hall of Fame

He entered Linsly as 4 sophemone and guickly established himself as an aguatic
star. An exclamation point (o his unblemished record was that he held an OVAC
record in every event he competed 10, He competed without ever shaving his body
or tapering, methods use 10 lower resistance. yielding faster times

Welker still holds school and OVAC records dating back to 1976, He eamed the distinction of being
named All-American as both a jurior and sentor.

His unparaileled swimemng career proved a springboard o a schalarship from The Ohio State
University, and Welker found more pool success in Columbus

He was voted the Buckeyes' Freshman Swimmer uf the Year, helping the Scarlet & Gray i runner
up finish in the Big Ten. He wus a two-time NCA A qualifier while establishing five Obio State records.

Welker. unfortunately, suffered a1 mujor showlder injury during his sophamore season, and many
thought his swimming career was over. He proved the naysayers wrong as he earned “Comebuck of the
Year Award”™ while also setting a new Ohio State record in the 200-meter freestyle as a semar

He also set numerous records during his earlier years in AAU competition.

He alse ezmed a piece of a workl record. 16y 1975, he was o member of 3 10-swimmer team that estab.
lished o world mark in the 50-mile relay in Mount Vemon. Ohio. with Welker posting the Fastest spht,

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - 1980s)

Shawn Viacent (St Cluirwville High School. Class of [9871, Fuotball was the
name of the game for this Red Devils” icon,

You name the way to be involved in a football game and Yincent was the leader
af a team that advanced 1 the OHSAA Division [ state semifinuls betore falling
1o Chagrin Falls Kenston, 22-21

Vincent triggered the Red Devils” atack at the gquarterbuck spot, setting an Ohio
Valley record for rushing yards from the position at 1360 yards in 13 games, He
also scored 150 puints for a Red Devil syuad which won the OVAC Class 3-A
utle. During the regular season. Vincent averaged 10.1 yards o carry and sconed
A 1ouchdiwns

Vingent passed for 441 yards and four ouchdowns during his senior campaign,
All teld, he scored 24 touchdowns, He was alsa a weapon as a punt and kick retumer, sceurmulating
638 yards and three scores. On the defensive side of the ball, Vincent roamed in the secondary and
had seven intereeptions.

For hix season, Vincent was an all.OVAC. all-Ohic and all-Valley selection.

Upon his araduation, he accepted a scholarship o play defensive back at the University of Akron.
He started for the Zips for three seasons and in 1988 shared the 1op sophomore award. He still holds
the schuol record with 265 interception zeturn yards and his 13 career inter¢eptions rmank s¢cond in the
Akron record ook,

Vinvent then signed a free-agent contract with the Pitisburgh Steelers. playing 10 games in 1991 and
recording twu interceptions

Aside from his football prowess, Vincent fettered i basketball and teack and tield tor the Red Devils
He was the drack must valuable athlete and still holds the schoul long-jump record
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Amber Ellison amlete - 19905
of 1999) . The
oricd in the Obio

Amber Ellison {Memdowbrook High School. €
Lady Colis” haskethall pragram is one of the mast «
Valley and Ellison is a1 major reason why

Ellison was a four-year lenerwinner for the Lady Colts, wice cam
firsi-team all-Ohio aceolades en route 10 her onors and eventual
ketball scholarship to Wheeling Jesuit University,

She’s currently Meadowbrook's second all-gime girls” leader in points
11.363) and rebownds (8501 andd the all-time Teader i sweals 13063 and
assists (472). Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single-
for 44 points. which she netied as wior against John Marshall

During that senior season, Ellison averaged 24,1 points and 146 rehournds DRI gamike ¢ route
l.u every Tirst-tearn award waginable, She was lird-weam all-Olie in Divisien 11 Eastem Bistricy
er 0l the Year: AN-District 12: Plaver of the year i the [..N ¥ uum Ohio lx:l-'uc and [irst
tearh all-OVAC, She was als

As a junior. Ellison poured in 19 poi
snared 3 5 steals ame en route ko st lc.| m all-eventhing
migntion all-US A Today.

I basketball swasn™ enough, 1llison is alse one ol the finest sofiball play
1 ads Colis” uniform. She bated better than A0 every year of er career. Elfison was 2 three-
e all-Ohior softball selectéon and four-time all-disteiet pick. She was player of the year. as a
sophomore, in the ECOIL. after batting 506 with seven home runs, seven treples and 37 RBI.

A Whaeelimg lesutl, Ellison scored [ 275 career pints, prabbed 521 rebounds, passed oul 389
l‘ and m:uic 2IH :\'Il.':ll ~(I -32 \Im[\ ,\10nr )c:n' h.llmnnner \hg WAS A LW

'r.|hhud Iﬂ nbnumlx pa sed oul 57 assis
She was also named honorable

SFS 10 CVer Well i

\ﬂcr her i)h\ |n|_. career al Je
she servedl as an ass
the Lady Zeps for three ses
ments. She atso had brief coachie

it, Ellison acy l:])h:d a L‘mnchiug pﬂsiliun at Rhunnndmh whery
on befone ascending to the head coaching job. She was with
posting a 52-17 record while reaching three distriet touma
tnts al EBrankiin Fleights and Glestangy Orange.

Kenny Howell (Aletc - 20005

Kenny Howell 15¢, John Centml High Scheol, Class of 20000
manter the season or the sport for this former Trish standot.

However, it was in track and field where [fowell made his greatest
nnpact desprie enly participating i the sport for three years beeause he
played bascball freshman.

Viter being encouraged to pive track and tield a try. Howell became
the area’s most decarated make thrower. shining i the diseus and shot
put.

Howell was a three-time alk-Chioan m the discus. He placed third in
she state his first season i the circle and then captured the coveled Division NI state ¢
pionship in 1999, As a senior, Howell was wndeleated until the siae meet when be settled
for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feet. That mark still stands as e best in Ohic
Valley history. Along with hus efforts in the state competition. Howell was a threetimie OVAC
Champion in the platter eveat.

Howell placed fiflh in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a twe-time QOVAC
champion in the iron-ball event.

Howell also can on high quality sprint relay 1eans lor the Irish.

On the football ficld, Howell etched his name into $1, John Cenral history as a three-vear
starter for squads which combined for y 25-6 record and gualilied for the playolls in 15#R)
afier a 9-1 season.

Howell was the primary running back for the Irish_ amassing 1,500 yasds as a junior en route
to second-team all-Chio status. He was firse-feam all-siager as a0 senior when he mn lor beuer
than A0 vards and was twice named 10 the OVACS first leam.

Howell was also a threesyear starter for the [eish basketball program.

After high school. Howell accepled a track scholarship to Wesl Vireinia Universizy.
eventually ‘ansferred to The Ohio State University whery he completed his eareer and degree.
He now resides in Columbus and works in the construction business.

ltdidn’t

Thomas E. Rataiczak (OvAaC Family)

Thomas E. Rataiczak (Bellaire [ high Schoot, Class of 1964). Succeeding
the late Sam Mumley and his friend-te-all, get-it-done attitude as the guid-
ing force of the Ohio Valley Ableric Conlerence woukd net be an i .
but it's one that Rataiczak has doae with tremendous vision and class. ..
and then seme.

“Rat™ has been the e facto head of the OVAC as Executive Secretary
stice 1999, and wnder his leadership, the bi-stme conference has grown
to an alk-time high of 30 member schools from Ohio and West Virginia.

During Rataiczak’s waltch, the Conference bas grown by deaps and
bounds in a variery of areas. Anwng them hive been the formation of the OVAC Hall of Tune
and the OVAC Sports Museum (both Jocated it WesBauitco Anena in Wheeling): instituting
boys™and pirls” basketball lournaments and ¢ xpandfing many of the olher evems. most notably
the revised format of the rack clampionships: creating w All-Conlerence Academic ' Team
in conjunction with Ghio tniversity Fasten: the ercation of an official OVAC website; stoa-
dardizing all championship awards: developing a meet direclor’s handbook: computerizing all
financial accounts; providing countless SportsWorld speakers to the arca for more than &0
school assemblics, mising more than $230.000 10 brieg (hem in at no cost o the Conterence:
and placing the £ onference on solid Tacial -'mum[ thrausgh o parership with Scholastic
Sports Marketing,

A retired Bellain; Hligh Svhool teacher, he served as a “Founding Father™ amd Direcror of
the BHS Spons Foundation and has been chaimman of the Bedlaine Wall of Fame Hall of Fame
Committee for more than 20 vears. Rataiezak has been the Big Reds”™ basketball scorekeeper
for 43 years, working ag more than 1,700 consecutive varsity and junior varsity games, In fact,
the OVACs ScorckeeperTimer Avard presensed anmually an the OVAC All-Sear Basketball
Classic is named in his honor.

He has also served moare than 30 yeaes as the BEIS record-keeper. publishing extensive muedia
waides Tor both Toothall and baskethall

e recipient of the Bellaine Alumni Association’s Owistanding Aumnus Asard in 1992, he
peadvated from West Liberny Sune College and obtained @ mastee’s degeee from West Virginia
Uanversiny. He received the Rohen S MeKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper

Dan Club in 2010 and his most recent underaking was bemg elected to die Betlatre Board off

Education in 2012

Denver Williams Athtete - 1990s)

Denver Willianrs (Caliz High School, Class of 1996). When it comes 10
speed. 1here ave been very Tew. il any. [aster tan Willams,
vardless i it was on the rack or onthe fooball field. Wilhams was
consislently runmng away from the opposition

Willims was 2 four-vear regudar in both ek asd Tootball for he
Cardinals. On the oval, Williams wrote his nanwe ino Ohio Valley history
jon Bt the COO-meter and 200kowter dasles,

e wasted litde lime in making a name for himsell He won the Division
I sqane 200-meter dash title as 0 freshman m 1993, He proceeded ta win
three more. making him ane of just Bve alderes mostae history 10w e
same event four straight years

Williaas didn’t stop with the 200 titles He added the Division 111 100-mueter crowns 1o his
resume e bolh his junior and seaor seasons. Willins ran Ins personal-best bmes of 1035
anck 2130 10 win che gl medals as a senror, and both sl siand as all-time GHS AN and Ohio
Valley records

On the footbalt field. Willianws also sparkled. caming fiest-leam al-Obio and ali-Easwern
[istrict twice, Fle owns the Cadiz school record for career rushing yacds with 4479,

Affer s prep carcer. Williams accepted a football scholarship o the University of Kentueky
where he also ran track. He red-shered as a freshiman and then transfereed so Youngstown State
where e felped the Pengains win the NCAA Division 1-AA National Chamnpioaship, A1l wold,
e fettered four years at YSU i football and three in track

FFor the Penguins” track 1eam, Williams was the 200-meter runnet-up i the Mid-Contnent
Conference ad was apan of school records in the indows 44400 and sprint medles.

Willians has now entered the coaching field. Fle's spent time ar Ashiand, Ohio Northern and
Heidelberg . Curremtby, he's working as a football coach and wack coach at Toiany Colleae in
Hartford. Conn

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Tim McCoy (OVAC Contributor)

Fim MeCoy Uuefterson Union Fligh Schoel, Class ol 19781 For a guarter of
ieentury, MeCoy has taken the fead role inexpanding broadeast ad internet
coverage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specifically those of the Obio
Valley Athkaic Conference.

Those efforts hive hefped give thousands of area high school athlewes
tremendous exposure, with countless thousands of viewers abie to watch the
valley's best perform in the aghletic readn,

Ameng the many highlights has been live TV coveeage of various all-siar
contests, most notably the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
C c [rom Wheeling Island Stadium and e Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling
Championships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, At one time, WTOV-TVO aiso aired the
Samuel AL Mumiley OVAC AlL-Star Basketball Cla

Otlser events inclede the tootball “Game of the ¥
lowing the cumprsllunsiw “Sports [Friday” shows)
and the "Big 227 awards banquet in December.
focetball supersite o hle

MeCoy became Vice-President and General Manager of WTOV-TVY in 1994, Prior to that,
Tw served as the station’s Operattons Manager for six years

He began his career in welevision as a Production Technician at WNEO-TV in Kem from
1979-82. He first joined WTOV as a Promotion Producer from 1982-83 and then spent two
years at NRC alfiliate WLEX TV in Lexinglon, Kentucky as Promotions and Creative Services
Director where he received twa ADDY 'm‘!rdm

He has served on various boards in the Ohio Valley. including as president and campaign
chairman of' the United Way of Fefferson County. the St John Arena. the Sicubenville Rotary
and the Steubenville City of Murals, He is also o member of The Friends off Whegling, the
Fastern Ofuo Valley Teck Prep Consorium. Jefferson Coumy Chamber of Commerce. the
Wheeling Area Chamber of Commerce, Franciscan {niversity of Steubenvitle, Historie Fon
Steuben .llld the JefTerson County WIND Tean. He was wamed 1995 € 11y of Murals “Volunteer
of the Year™, the Conunenity I.«.'ldgrslup Award from the F nnusg.\n University of Sleubenville:
a Commuaniny Award frem he Steubenvitle branch of the NAANCP: and the One s a Million
Award feom the Steubenville Milfion Maa March Committee.awards.

He wasthe 1997 Robert %, Mcekelves Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohia Valley
apper Ban Club

" broadcasts ¢replays of area pames fol-
~depth pre-season foothall eam previews
WTOV-TVY alse has an extensive imernet
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Richard ‘Hoot’ Gibson (Media)

Richard “Hoot"” Gibson (S1. Clairsville High School. Class of 1970).
He began his career in the local media in 1981 and has spent 32 years on
the staff at The Times Leader, serving as a sports writer and for a briel’
time as Spons Editor and also as Area News Editor.

Gibson has writien countless columns covering high school. college
and professional sponts and instituted the Al-Times Leader 1eams in all
high school sposts.

He has covered OVAC contests in nearly every sport and at most
conference schools over the years, including OVAC All-S1ar games in every spon.

Gibson has been seen at countless sponing events not only locally, but around the country.
He's covered several NCAA men's basketball “Final Four™ games. many World Series and
MLB All-S1ar Games. 10 Super Bowls and 18 college football bowl games. He's also authored
countless stories on the Ohig State Buckeyes and the Wiest Virginia Moumaineers and served
one year as the beat writer for the Pittsburgh Pirates.

He received the OHSAA Media Service Award for the Eastern District in 2000 and has won
several Ohio Prep Sports Writers Association awards over the years.

Gibson was also a freelance writer for several years for Basketball Weekly magazine based
out of Deteoit, Michigan,

Gibson, who auended Harding University in Arkansas. also spent several years as a [ocal
baseball, basketball and volleyball otficial and served as manager of the Fairpoint-Neffs ball-
ctub of the Ohio Valtey Baseball League.

He served three years in the Linited States Navy (1976-78). working in conmununications
fu; Command 6th Fleet Europe while stationed in Italy and touring both Europe and northemn
Africa.

Jim Thomas (Coaches)

Jim Thomas (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1963}

The highly-regarded "FT™ is the fourth-winningest coach in Ohio Valley
history behind Reno Saccoccia, Jay Circosta and the feliow Hall of Famer
George Strager with a 35-year record of 235-134-2. He wound up only 33
wins off of the all-time West Virginia staie record for footbatl coaching
viclories (267).

His first head coaching stint came at old Yorkville High where he spent
three years (1968-70), giding the Ductillites 1o an unbeaten season in
1970,

He then assumed the head coaching position as Wheeling Central
(1971-80), and moved on 10 Wheeling Park for six seasons (1981-86). From there. it was
back 10 his alma mater for a second stint, this time guiding the Maroon Knights from 1987-
2004

e coached teams to seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1974, 1976,
1978, 1979, 1990, 2000 and 2004) and four Wes1 Virginia state title, The Marcon Knights
were Class A siate champs ax the fiest “Super Six™ event in Charleston in 1979 and they
won the Class A crown in 2000, 2002 and 2004_ The 2000 team set a school record for wins
{13-)

He also coached the West Vicginia squad four times n the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charily
All-Star Football Classic,

Thomas was voted the West Virginia All-Sport “Coach of the Year™ for 2004-05 and the
OVAC All-Spon “Coach of the Year” in both 1980 and 2003, He was also The [nielligencer’s
~Coach of the Year” in 1979 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan "Man of the Year” in
2001.

He earned his bachelor's degree from West Liberty State College and a master’s degree
from West Virginia University.

Thomas passed away in 2005 at she age of 60,

Nick Aloi (Coaches)

Nick Alei (Midland (Pa.) High School. Class of 1962}, His coaching
career began with a three-year stim at his alma mater, Midland (Pa. ) Linceln
High, where he led the team to a state runner-up finish in 1986. He was
named Class A “Coach of the Year” in western Pennsylvania in 1985,

Aloi's coaching stay at East Liverpool began in 1986 and spanned 20
years, longer than any basketball coach in school history, He compiled a
career record of 326-121, an impressive winning percentage of 73%.

His Pouer-coached teams won four Ohio Valley Athletic Conference cham-
pionships (1991, *94. 95 and "99): nine sectional titles: six distnct crowns and
one regional championship with an OHSAA State “Final Four™ Appearance in
1999, The “99 team finished with a 23-2 record, falling to Shaker Heights (71631 in the Division
| state semifinals.

He was selected Ohio Division [ “Coach of the Year™ in 1996 by the Ohio High School Basketball
Association and 1999 by The Associated Press; was the District 3 Basketball Coaches Association
“Coach of the Year” 11 times, Eastem District “Coach of the Year™ scven times and received similar
honors in Columbiana County numerous times.

He was previously inducted imo the East Liverpool High School Athtlenc Hall of Fame. the Beaver
County Sports Hall of Fame, the Midland High School Sports Hall of Fame and the Distnct 5
Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame

Among Aloi’s attributes were consistency. continuity and commitment. ¢vident in the fact that he
never missed an open gym. practice. scrimmage or game during his playing or coaching careers
He also started the popular “Potter Holiday Classic,” a tournament known for quality compettiton.
and conducted the "Little Potters Clinic™ yearly for the disinict’s elementary and middle school
students free of charge.

As an athlete, Aloi was the leading scorer. MVYP and team captain of Midland's 1962 unde-
feated hasketball team, earning AL-WPIAL and AEl-State recognition. He then went to Bowling
Green State University where he was a three-year starter and team co-captain, averaging 15
points per game. Aloi eamned his bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green and later obtained his
master’s degree from Duquesne University. He was drafted by the 51, Louis Flawks of the NBA,

Don Zinni (Officials)

Don Zinal {Yorkvilke High School, Class of §954), He began his offi-
cialing career in 1970 as a mermber of the Ohio Valtey Board of Football
Officials. remaimng active until 1991,

He officiated at the district, regional and state level in the WVSSAC
playoffs from 1973-90, working the 1977 Class AA A Siate Championship
Game.; and he worked games a1 the regional and state semifinal level in
the OHSAA during that same time span,

Zinni officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic four times (three as referee and one as back judge) and worked
the OHSFCA North-South All-Star Classic in Massillon in 1982

A member of the OHSAA Football Advisory Committee for four years and a Past
President and Rules [nterpreter of the Chio Valley Board of Football Officials, Zinni became
OVAC Foolball Commissioner in 1995 and held thal position umtil retiring in 2012 as the
longest-tenured individual to serve in that capagity

While serving as OVAC Football Commissioner, the afTable Zinni expanded officiating
crews from four men to five: expanded the officiating base 10 include several areas on both
sides of the river including Wheeling, Weirton-Steubenville. Mason-Dixon. Parkersburg-
Marietta. Columbiana County, Cambnidge-Zanesville and Columbus; established rating of
crews by coaches dunng the season and by the Commissioner after the scason, served as a
¢learinghouse for schools seeking opponents for schedule openings. and assigned officials to
the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic by position rating.

Zinni also spent several years in the coaching ranks, Ve first served as junior high and
freshman basketball coach from 1958-65; was an assistamt football coach at Yorkville High
from 1939-65. was the head coach at Yorkville from 1963-70: and then was the high school
principal from 1970-72.

He is also a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee.

As a high school athlete, Zinni was a four-year [etterman in baseball. a two-year letterman
in football and a one-ycear Jeiterman in basketball at Yorkville.
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John Howell (omciats)

John Howell (Lancaster Faitfield Union High School. Class of 1967).
When it comes to high school baskewball officials. Howell is among the
most recognized individuals throughout the Ohio Valley. After all, during
a M8-year officiating career, he worked In practically every gymnasium out
there.

Howell became a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved
Basketball Officials in 1972, He served as secretary of the board for 14
years: as a training class insteuctor for 14 years: as rules interpreter for 16
vears and assigned junior varsity officials for 14 years.

He served as the OVAC's Assistant Basketball Commissioner from 1983-
94 and became the Basketball Commissioner in 1993, a role he suill has 1oday.

Howell worked his first varsity basketball game in 1974 (Paden City vs. St. Marys) and his
finz| appearance on the hardwood came March 11, 2009 in a West Virginia Class AA Regional
game at Phillip Barbour High School

Howell worked a total of 27 state tournaments: 14 Ohio boys (1987, '88, 90.'02, 94, '95,
*96. 98, '99, 2000. *02. "04. '06.” 081 5 Ohio girls (90,91, 93,01, 03} 6 West Virginia boys
(88.91.94.97.99.03). and 2 West Virginia girls (83, 89). He also worked a total of 73 regional
tournament games over the years,

In 1993, Howell worked a W. Va. boys’ state semifinal game in Charlesion with Mike Coyne
in morning and then and Ohio girls” semifinal game in Columbus with Roger Levi later same
day. He officiated the first three-man championship boys™ game in Ohio in 1996 and the first
3-man championship boys’ game in W, Va, in 1997,

Howell received a host of awards over the years. including NFIOA (National Federation of
Interscholastic Officials Association) Official of the Year in West Virginia in [992 and in Ohio
in 1997 Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in 1991, Ohio District |2 Official of the Year in
1992; West Virginia Official of the Year in 1994 and was the 2013 recipient of the OVAC's
Robert Dawsen Officials” Award. He was inducted ino the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame
n 2003,

In addition 10 baskewball. Howell has worked as a track official singe 1972, serving in various
capacities over the years al OVAC meets as well as at the Bellaire Relays and Shadyside Relays.,
and he has handled the position of clerk a1 those meets for the last 15 years,

While not an on-field official in football. Howell served as the OVAC's Assistant Football
Commissioner under Hall of Famer Evan Reese from 1983-94

Harry ‘Moo’ Moore (Athiete - 1940s)

Harry "Moo Moore (Moundsville High School. Class of 1948). The
G-Tool-2 forward set school career scoring records which lasted |8 years
until broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob Hummell. He scored
1.700 career points in four seasons and he also set the all-time Trojan single
game record of 54 points. including 25 geals. in a 10t-17 tout of Cameron

He earned first team, one-class All-State as a semior and was twice a first
team All-OVAC largest Class AA honoree, He also was the first staie High
School Player of the Year honoree tn selections made from 1948-60 by the
Tri-State [ndependent Tournament held in Sistersville.

Moore led the Trojans to records of 15:2 in 1948 and 19-3 in 1946 when
the wam advanced 1o the W.Va, region finals

He eamed a scholarship to West Virginia University where he played on three varsity teams
with a combined 60-20 record, including a Southern Conference regular season and tournament
championship. Moore's 84 percent career free throw percentage ranks No, 2 all-time at WVL
Ile averaged [2.8 points a game as a senior and was selected honorable mention All- America.

He also was chosen in the sixth round of the (952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Nationals
He served in the Army infantey from 1953-55 and was selected to play in the 1954 armed
forces Pan-American Games in Mexico and Intemnational Games in Geemany, In 2007, he was
inducted into the West Virginia University Sports Hall of Fame.

Moore, who retired in 1995 from the o1l industry. resides in Moundsville.
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Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (Athlete - 19505)

Ron “Cy” Godfrey (Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 1950),
The G-foot-3 sringbean sei school scoring eecords which remain on
the books for more than 50 years. He shattered Purple Rider career.,
scason and single game marks set m 1944 by fegendans OVAC Hall
of Famer Alkex Groza. His records include currens standards ol 1,300
carect points, & 124 point per game 10tm as a senior, and twice scoring
1 points in a game agamst Wheeling and Benwoad Union The \lng.lc
g mark s Beens tied, the others tnbroken, Fle camed All-Chio and
AN-OVAC honers i 1956 at the Purple Riders went 18-6 with sectienal
and district 1etles before bowing 1o Canton MeRinley. 37530 regional play.

He camed a scholarship o the Universety of Miami, where he scored 1,334 cancer points
as the Hueriganes went 61-18 in his three varsity seasons. The 1960 NCAA Tourmanent team
went 13-4 and the 1961 NIT Joumament squad ended 20-7 as Goditey eamed honorable
mention AllAmerica.

e Jater served as head coach for four seasons of the Hurricanes belore resigning i 1971
His praze protepe was Muture Basketball Hall of Famer Rick Barry, Godirey has been inducied
e the Universiy of Miami Sports Hall of Fame and the Alamic Coast Conferenes Legends
Chiss of 2012 although he never played an ACC gamwe. Miami 35 corremtly a mwember of
ACC Godfeey resides ain Coral Springs. 1a

Ken Vargo athiete - 19505

RKen Varge (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 19321, A three-sport. four-
vear Purple Rider athlete who was weam captain in foolball and b
a sepikor and a 1rack team member, A G- foot. 184-pound center-
football, he carned first wam Assoviated Press All-Ohio dele
and was selected captun of the A-OVAC and All-Valley ~Rig School”
homor solls Fhe 1951 All Valley seleciions were the first ones selecting Big
and Small School weanss, Varga, a 48 mioute plaver, also was a lwo-time All
Izastern Ohio selection at cenjer

1l earned o scholarship to Ohio State Uneversity where he became a theee-
vedr repuiar at cemer and Buckey co-caprain as a1 senior when he carned
first weam AllLBip ‘Ten Conference with two wammates in the Cotlege Fooball all of Fanwe
Heisman Trophy witmer Howard tHopalong s Cassaday and Ouitand Trophs wiraer Jim Parker.
Varga played inthe 1956 Hula Bowl,

As i junior. he was asegular on g 1040 recond team which wou the Rose Bow|, 7T
and was wamed the A National Champons.,

Varpo was drafied in the ninth round by the Chicago Bears of the N
opred 1o play in Canggla with the Otgevit Rough Riders where he was ©
Adl-Star lnebacker in lus 1956 rookic season,

Alter s playing career, he remamed in Canada and resides in Ouawa,
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Jim Brown iathlete - 19605)

Jim Brows (Martios Ferry Thigh School. Class of 19611, A two-sport
Purple Rider standouat, e is the first OVAC athlete honored primarily
tor 2olf. In the OVAC all-class tournament, he improved each year
pace tourth, thied, second and it his four years. He also won three
OVAC Ohio-side titles, He won three Ohio district crowns alter placing
seeond as o freshman, In the Ohio slate toumament, he improved cach
scasun - [1th, Bth, 6tf and Hth as a seaior. Flis career mateh recard was
Q34 includusp E3-1 as a sewior afier marks of 9220 1160 aad 1H-E, He
was medalist in ¥ of 47 career matches.

In basketball. the 5-foot- 1 guard was a two-time A-OVAC Class AAA choice, Twice All-
Lastern Ohic (co-captain as senior) and AlL-Ohie second and thied 1eam in owo wire service
selections, He was co.captain in the Ohio Norrth-Soutlt All-Star Game.

He carned a scholarship to play golf and baskethall a1 Ohio State and became OSUS No |
polfer. and senior leam captain, and A three-year varsity basketball letterman,

After six years coaching at Rollins College in Florida and Kemt State. he returwed in 1973
1o beeonwe Ohio State’s ninth golf coach, Ele reruained for 36 seasons as the longest tenured
coach in any spon at OSL). His leams won 17 Big ‘Ten utles and the 1979 NCAA champi-
onship among LT NCAN Top 10 Naishes and 31 appearanees, A theee-time Big ‘Fen Coweh
of the Year. he won navenal honors i 1979 and F986. 1e has been indueted into the Golf
Coaches of America Halb of Fatie and (he Ohio Staie Athletics Hall of Fame. Brown splits
retirerment tioe between Columbuos and Florida

Rhonda Noble (Amlete - 19705)

Rhonda Noble (S1. Clainsville High School, Class of 1979, She was
ong of the first three-sport female aghlctes in Ghio Valley annals, She
was also ome of the best.

Noble not anty stareed in vollevball, basketball and sofiball for 1the
Lady Red Devils, hut she was also jusl as impressive o ghe realm of
academics, Nnhk s muny talems helped elevate the Lady Red Devils
L8 LEANT

‘s a senior, she Jed St
ment, It was a milestone
Eastern Ohio team ever advanced 10 the Sweet l() ”lL [.ad) RLd Devils were also crowned
OVAC champions thin season. Noble wis voted the wam's maost vahusmble player that ¢
paigit. an honor she also landed as a sophomore. As dominating as she was in velleyball,
Nable may have been even more-so m basketball. In leading St. C_10 1the QVAC champron
shap her semor campaign, Noble landed every conceivable honor. She was voted . all OVAC
all- District, all Valley and all-Ohio. She was ‘mamed the team’s MY P and was chosen to play
i tle OVAC Al-Star Game, Tn softball, she was a three-year Retterwinner and was agaim
ramed MV as a senior

Her St Ccareer featured 10 abietic feters and Being voted the scliool’s fenile athlele of
the year fur 197879, She was iiso a member of the St Clairsvilke National Flonor Sovicty.
She was inducted into (he 81, Clairsville Tligh School Ahketic Hall of Fame in J008,

Adter receiving her St CL diploma, Moble went from one hillop w another. She chose
West Libenty State College to continwe ber athletic and academic puesuit and she was a
rare three-sport performer in college She was an impacl performer carly on for the Lady
Thihoppers” volleyball program. Slu.- was named all WVIAC as 2 sophomore. junior and
senior, She helped lead WELSC 1o the conference crown in 1981 All-conlerence honors wad
Noble became synoaymeus, She carned all-W VEAC plaudits in basketball as a sentor and
as a jumor and semwor in softball. She was inchected ineo the West Liberty University Hatl
of Fame m 2000, She returoed as West Liberty's bead volleyball coach (rom [986: 1995
During 1hat lenure, she was twice {1987 & 1981) voled WVEAC Molleyball Coach of the
vear. Noble is 1he charrperson of West Liberty s Department ol e hly & Human perlor
matnee 10 the Coflege of Fducation.

Larry Marmie (Athlctc - 19605)

Larry Marmie (Bacnesville High School, Class ol 1960LA0 Al-Ohio
guarterback [or the Shamrocks. he atso arned AB-OVAC honors in football
and All-Eastern Ohio honors in basketball and football as a senior, He also
was seleeted Adl-Vadley “Small Sehool™ fiest wam quanerback.

Playing lor coach Bob (Smokey) Wion ona 7-2 record team as a senior in
1938, Marmie was selected 10 the UPT All-Chio C AN teane and played n
the 19600 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star game. The 1959 Shamrocks averaged
i poines a gae witdh Marmic rushing Tor 626 vards and passing tor 366
yards ina balanced atack,

he 1960, he walked on at Ohio State University and was a member ol the
freshaan team before transterring Jor his final theee years al Eastern Kentucky University. A
four-year starter at quanceback. be was wam capran and MVYP as a seoior and sel seven school
records,

Afier five college assistant coaching jobs, he joined Arizona State as defensive coordinaior in
1983 and becane head conch for four years frome [988-01_ Aher stops at Tenaessee and UCTA,
twe joined the professional coaching ranks from 19962003 with the Anzona Cardinals. He then
e the SL Louds Rams (20044 ni] and Scattke Seahawks ¢ 2006 091, Last season was his 47th
year in coaching

He currently resides m California.

Peri Powell (amteic - 19708)

Peri Powell (Martins Ferry High School, Class o' 1979). She distinguished
herselt as a superh college sofiball plaver. Unronunately for Powell. her high
schouol did net field a prep solthalk wam.

Ihat didin's stop her, however, [rom being an exceptional athlere for the
Purple Riders, lettering in three sports.

Powell still riges s one uf’ the finest basketball pliyers, male or femaie, in
Magtins Ferry history, She poared in 1 AH points in her prep carcer, fn the
process. the dyitamite guard was accorded all-Olio honors as a junior and
senior, She was also ronored is OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was
captain of the AJ-Valiey eam that souwe year.

Powell displayed her tility by lettering four years in volleybadl tor the Terrians while also
lettering three years i rack and field.

Softhall came to the forefront at the mest level, as Powell camed a full scholarship to the College
of Steubenville, As fate woull have &1 the college did away with the program alter two years.

Powell remaened untaunted, however, She simply ook her vast softball skills o West Libeny
State College. It was 2 move thag paid quick, albeit, short dividends. Powell caroed fiest-team all
WAIAC accolades in soltbaill for the Lady Hillioppers. She opred, however, to leave West Liberty,

It waes not the end of her cellepiate exploits. as she decided w ply her trade al Wheeling ¢ (}ll\.;_.c
(now Jesuit Universityd. She seeipted a brilliant two-year career with the Lady Cardinals

She enined all-W VIAC honors both seasons and was named conderence pl.m.r of the year as a
senior. She batted 437 that veur. Powell ph\uj i the NATA national tournament in San Antonie,
Teaas, Powell was voled NALY Al-Amierican. the first Lady Candinal athlete o ever gain i dis-
tinction, Wheeling College retieed her softball fersey in 1987.

\lier her playiag days, “Powelt distinguished herself in the coaching mnks, She served as Wheeling
College head sofiball coach for two years, being mmed the WVIAC Coacl of the Year, oaly o have
the t.O"L'\’L‘ discontinue the progeam. Powell cumently serve: ssistant safiball coach at Martins Fery.
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Mark Emmerling (Athiete - 19805)

Mark Emmerting (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1989). Wresiling
angl Emanserling are ss nonymous,

He s the anguestioned greatest grappler the Columbdana County-based
school has ever produced. Morcover, he is one of the most suceesstful in
Ohiex Valley Adhletic Conlerence annals.

Loumerling reached rarificd air in January of 1989, That is when the
talented and grety Poller becaae ondy the second wrestler to win four
OVAC man chamypronships_ e other being legendary Hab) of Famer Boblby

Douglas. Lmmerlin ahlished an fiast 1 _iverpool school record. ehatking
up 135 career wrestling viclories. e also owns Poller school records For

mast high school tournament places (24), most pins § 1080) and most dual-matceh victories (92).

His founth OVAC Tournamem title also brought hinn the coveied David Bierkornue Award.
cimblematic as the wurney s MVP, Emmerling captured three seetional championships. three
disteict crowns and a regional crown. His state tournament hopes were dashed by injuries as a
Junior and sensor, His mat suceess was widely embraced by Lthe East Liverpool community. He
receaved e Lou Vendim Award as the sehool outstanding wresider while alse being honored
Dby the city's mavor wieh “Maek Emmerling Day™ on Feb, 6, 1989,

Elis prep prowess led film 1o West Virginia University where e eanted two mat letters for
the Mountaineers

B als perfosed well i cross country, carting four letlers for the Potters, and exeelled in
he elassroons, beong alucied it the sehood s Natioal Honor Suciety.
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Sylvia Crawley (athlete - 19905)

Sylvia Crawley (Sieubenville High School. Class of 1990}, Utilizing her 6
ft. 4 frame, there wasn’t much this Big Red product couldn’t do on a basket-
ball floor. Playing primarily at center, Crawley developed into one of the best
post players Steubenville and the Ohio Valley has e¢ver seen. A three-year
Tetterwinner, Crawley enjoyed her finest campaign as a senior when she aver-
aged 17.9 points a game and led the Ohic Valley with 194 rebounds and an
astounding 7.3 blocked shots. Crawley. who also lettered in track and field.
ended her prep career with 978 points. 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots.
For her efforts, Crawley was twice named to the all-OVAC Class AAA

Blaine Rose (Athiete - 1980s)

Blaine Rose (S1amon High School. Class of 1984). In its heyday.
Stanton boasied some of the premier athletes in the Ohio Valley. but
none were berter than Rose, He was a three sport standout. whe pos
sessed decathiete-like 1alents in track while also skilled enough to earn
a Division [ football scholarship

Rose could virtually do it all. whether on the gndiron. basketball
coust or in the track arena. When the dust setited on bis success-laden
prep cateer. Rose opted 10 continue his athletic and academie carcer at
the Umiversity of Maryland. where he enjoyed a superb football carcer,

The 6 fi, 3. 200-pounder was Stanton’s only three-sports all-Valley first team and she caplained the Ohio-side all-Valley squad as a senior after
first-team selection, He was also selected by The Intelligencer as the 1983-84 Ohio Valley caming second leam honors as a juntor
All-Sports athlete of the year. While scoring. rebounding and blocking shots at will. the recruiting picked up steam for Crawley.

Rose was a three-year starter in football. starming as a nght end and defensive end He |who received offers from North Camlina State, Indiana. Texas A&M. Minnesola and numerous
was selected as captain of the all-Valley Small School team as a senior, a season in which | others, but she setiled on the University of North Carolina. For the Tar Heels, Crawley scored 1,158
he collected more than 100 tackies and caught 23 passes for four touchdowns in a ground- | points. grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shets. while starting 101 carcer games. Fler crowning
oriented offense, achievement, however, came as & senior when she was named 1eam captain and heiped lead UNC 1o a

Rose used his great size and athleticism to sparkle in basketball. finishing his career with | 33-2 record and the NCAA Natonal Championship, Crawley averaged 12,6 points and 5.2 sebounds
1052 points. He was accorded first-team all-OVAC and all-valley plaudits while bemg [ per game that season. Crawley was named ACC Defensive Player of the Year three times. She was
named third-team all-Ohio, He averaged 18.1. points and 14.9 rebounds that campaign as | an altemate for the LS. Ofympic Team in 1996 and played on the national tcam for the 1999 LS.
Stanton finished with a sparkling 17-4 mark Pan-Am Games and in the World University Games. North Carolina retired Crawley s number (00)

Rose carned the rare distinction of being a threv-year all-Valley track selection. He |and it's just one of 11 jerseys to hang from the rafters in Carmichael Arena.
excelled as a discus thrower. pole vaulter. high jumper while lending his speed to Red | Crmwley's hoop career continued professionally. She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries.
Raiders” relay teams. He was a 13-foot pole vaulter which was remarkable for his size while | She played in the now defunct ABL for five years and then after playing in Europe. she played three
also tossing the discus 145 feet, winming multiple OVAC utles in those events scasons in the WNBA. During her time with the Portland Power in the ABL, Crawley won a stam

After picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculated to Maryland, lettering four years | dunk contest with a blind-folded dunk, After he playing cancer. Crawley got into coaching. She served
for the Terrapins. He was the backup tight end his first two years before Janding the starting | as an assistant at UNC and Fordham before being hired as the head coach at Ohio University, She
spot as a Junior. By the time he was a senior. Rose had blossomed into a 6 ft. 5, 260-pounder | held that post for two scasons and then accepled the Boston College job, resigning in March of 2012
which resulted hun moving to a starting guard slot. The move paid dividends as it earned burn | citing health reasons

entry into the NFL, He was on the New England Patnots” taxi squad in 1990 and the Miamu

Doiphins’ taxi squad in 1991, Rose’s pro football days ended in 1992 when he played for the s s
Ortanda Thunder of the World Football League Be':hany PICCOhHI (Athlete - 2000s)

Bethany Piccolini 1St_Clairsville High School, Class of 2001, [t didn’t matter
the sport, this Lady Red Devils” product shined. A mainstay in basketball and a
state charmpion in track and field. it was in voileyball where Piccolini really lefi
her mark on the Lady Red Devils” athletic program.

Piccolint was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Red Devils. carning the
team’s Most Valuable Playver honor both as a junior and senior. Leading the
Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Piccolini was named frst-team
all-Ohio as a senior. On top of the honor. Piccolini was named the District 12
Player of the Year and was a first team all-OVAC selection_ She also captained
the inaugural all- Times Leader tam as a senior. As a junior, Piccolini eamed

Two of those three losses came in the Ohio Division [V State first-team District [2, all-OVAC first team and honorable mention all-Ohic.
Championship Game. During those seasons. Taylor saw nme at hine- Her prowess in volleyball ¢arned her a scholarship to Eastemn Michigan University where she was
backer. safety and wide receiver for Coach John Magisiro’s squad. Taylor. who was a first | a four-year leterwinner. She ranks [3th in EMU career rankings in both kills and atiempts and is
team all-Ohioan and a “Mr. Football” finalists as a senior, finished his carcer with 348 tack eighth i block assists. Her hiung percentage of 778 ranks third and she ence had [0 blocks in a
les and 12 interceptions on defense. He was also a mainstay in the passing game, catching |  match, which i tied for 11th.

130 passes for 1679 yards and 12 touchdowns in his career. He was also an outslanding In track. Piccolini utilized her jumping ability as a high and ong jumper. She won the Division |l
puater. He also owns the Bellaire single-season record for receptions in a season (70) and |  state title in both events. She was a long jump champion as a junior and finished second that season
career. His carcer tackle number ranks third in Bellaire history and his 192 tackles in a | inthe high jump. Piccolini’s all-time best high jump of 5 ft. 9 is still the Division [T, Region 7 record
scason ranks secomd . His receiving yardage is founth. Taylor was chosen for the Ohio North- | as well as the best-ever in the Ohio Valley, As a senior, Piccolini brought home the staie gold in the
South All-Star Game and was chosen as a team captain. He alse took part in the QVAC | high jump, clearing 5 ft. 7. Hor mark of 18 fi. 12 in.. which ranks third all-time in the Ohio Valley.
All-Star Game and captained that squad. was good enough for third place. She also qualificd 1o the state meet in the 300 once and ran on

He landed a scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years. The Hokies were 39-9 | sprint relays for the Lady Red Devils that also qualified for the state meet, Piccolini was also a five

during Taylor's career in Blacksburg. En route 10 being named a semifinalisk for the Butkus | time QVAC champion. She was chosen to take part in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions,
Award, which goes (o the nation’s premier collegiate linebacker, Taylor recorded 318 1ackles |  placing second in the Jong jump. fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400
and seven career sacks. He was twice named all-American and all-Big East. After finishing On the basketball court. Piccelini scored more than 1000 peints in her career and eamed first-team
the regular season undefeated in 999, Taylor and the Hokies (who had Michacl Vick at |  all-Ghio as a senior when she scored 18 poinis a game, She was first-team all-OVAC as a senior and
quarterback) played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National Championship against Florida | she was also chosen for the OVAC Ail-Star Game, She was twice named team MVP.
Siate. The Hokies lost. 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game affter the While at EMU, Piccolini joined the Eagles” track tcam and finished fifth in the Mid-American
2001 scason. He was then drafied in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round. | Conference Outdoor Championship Meet in the high jump. Piccolini graduated from Eastern
He spent four seasons at [inebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green Bay | Michigan in 2006 with a degree in Sports Medicine-Exercise Science, She then eamed a doctorate
Packers in 2006, but injuries ended his professional playing carcer. All told, he recorded 218 | of Physical Therapy from Wheeling Jesuit University in 2008,

Ben Taylor (amiete - 1990s)

Ben Taylor |Bellaice High School, Class of 1997}, There’s tough
and then there’s the way this Big Reds’ all-Qhioan played throughout
his career.

It didn’t matter what side of the ball. Taylor was heavily involved in
the success of the Big Reds” football program in the mid 1990s. During
Taylor’s career, in which he earned three letters, the Big Reds compiled
a 35-3 record,

career tackles in the NFL and had one interception,

Along with Taylor's football abilities. he was a member of two OVAC Championship T
baskelbgall twams {'oachcd by OVAC Hall of Famer Gene Ammirante, The 1997 Big Reds’ Jedldlah Stephen (Athlete - 2000s) ﬂ
hoop squad won the district title. Tayfor also played baseball early in his prep career and Jedidiak Stephen (Shenandoah High Schoot. Class of 2002). There isn'l a
then ran track as a sprinter. sport you can name that this former Zep didn’t shine in during his high school Y
Taylor was inducted o the Bellaire High School Hall of Fame in 2005. career, While eaming ail-Ohio in football and basketball. it was on the baseball n
diamond where Stephen experienced his greatest success, Ig - k
A four-year starter for the Zeps. Stephen was one of the finest hitters the Chio A et R
Valley has ever seen. He led the Zeps in hitung as a semor at 541 . which still Y
stands as the schoal's all-time best. For his carcer, Stephen batted 473, He also L e
had significant pop in his bat as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit as a senior, e
which ranked secend in Ohio that scason,

Swephen made an impact early in his baseball career, leading the Zeps in home
runs {6) and average (.474) as a freshman_ He was named to the all-Eastern District team three times
and earmed first-team all-Ohio as a senior, Along with that. he was named all-OVAC and all-PVC

% numerous times during his career. As a senior, he was named OVAC Class AAA Player of the Year and
|5a

o ay (f‘
0 was chosen for the Mizuno All-Star Team. He was a four-time recipient of the “Golden Bat Award.”
u 1 Swephen signed a baseball scholarship with The Ohio State University and made an instant
% impact. A four-year letterman, he started 195 games a1 third base and shortstop and bated 286 for
: his career. He had 135 hits, 18 home runs. 95 RBI. scored 83 runs and drew 40 walks. A muluple-
‘_ §’ time all-Academic Big Ten selection, he was named second team all-conference as a semor. He

had a brief stine as a professional. He was drafied in the eighth round of the Major League Bascball
Dreaft by 1he Bahimore Orioles.

Before senling strictly on baseball. Stephen was a four-year letterman in football, An cutstanding
punter and defensive back. Stephen had a brilliant senior season at quarterback, caming first-team
all-Ohio, all-OVAC, all-PYC and an invitatien 1o beth the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games

He finished his prep career with 4,110 yards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for 1.992 yards
a 0 ame and 32 touchdowns. On the defensive side, he picked off 19 passes.

On the basketbali court. Stephen helped gl.:jic:'e lh:L ié.ehps oa 50~l?l'1mc’urd during his career He
g filled it up for 25 points a game 25 a senior and finished his career with [ 278 points. He scored 549
Sponsored by RObH’lS()n Auto Group of those gurmg h?soﬁnal cgalmpaigm including a single-game high of 55 Stephen was a first-team
all-Ohioan as a semior and earned Ohio Division [il Stawe Player of the Year honors to go along
with Eastern District Player of the Year, all-OVAC and all-PVC. He was also the Eastern District

nominee for “Mr. Basketball™ and took part in bath the North-South and OVACT All-Star Games,

LA
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Bill Brubaker (ovac Family)

Bill Brubaker (Muechanicshurg, Pa. High School. Class of 1974). Not
only his Bruhaker enjoyed an ulim-successiul 34-yuar stinl ws hwid swin-
ming coach at The Linsly School. be’s been a driving Toree behingd the con
tinued prowth of the spoet throughout the Ohso Valley Athletic Conference

Hu has spem his entire high school eoaching cancer at Linsly and has
continued the school’s amazing OVAC donunance i the pool. Brubakers
list ol confenmee Litles includes: combined titkes (8981, "82, "853 ‘md 84
boys titles (E985, 86, 787, "8, "R9, "90. 91, 92, 799, 2003, °
IO 12,13 and girls titles (1990, 7% 1,93, 04, 2000,

He has voached Tour All-American swunmiers = en H.lflLll, Jenny
Lovw. Theron Pappas and Kevin Rosepappa = and has coached o otf of 31 Acadenne All
Americans. Brubaker serves as the meet director of the OVAC Swonnuag Championships and
the event was renanted the Bill Brubaker Swimnung Champsonstips i 2013

For "B, swinming is a 305-day a vear sport. everything from regular se
meets [ stmmer mwels o AAU competitons

Ax an athbele. Brubaker was a Foar-vear leterman in swimming al Mechanigsburg High and
a touryear letierman at West Virgina Universaty, He served as weam captin and won the John
Law Awand as the ouistanding scrior swimmier. Afler obtaining his Bachelor of Science degree in
Edlucation and Teaching from West Virginia University, he spent a year as an assistant coach with
the Mountzineers” swim team and served one year as meet direelor of the Eastem Intercollegiae
Swimnting Championships. A teacher at l.ll.l\ since 1980, he serves as chair of the Socil
Studies [)L]YIHI]‘IL’II[

sots bugh school

James Companion (OVAC Contrihutor:

James F. Companion, Jr. (The Linsly School, Class of 19903, He
established Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC along with Bill [htenteld
in 2004 (he has been the sole owner since 2001 o belp high school
leagues raise money 1o eahance the overall experience for high school
student-athletes by developing revenue streams whele fostering awang-
ness of the athletic events. conferences and nstitutions

Scholastse Sports Marketing. 1LLC began its association with the
OVAC in the 200506 school year, overseeing marketing and prome-
tions for the confereace, Companion has sceured local, regional and
national sponsorships Gumong them the likes of McDonald's, Huntinglon Bank and Subway
Restaurants) and not only acquires the sponsors., but makes sune that the balls are paid

Thaks 1o 85M, more thare S750.000 has been generated to help make the Conferenee ran,
including moee than 3218000 retuen 10 the schools through the basketball playoffs over the
past s var and more than 542000 10 provide certified trainers ; ¢ Conferency-
rurt event s also served as the marketing arm for the West Virginia “Super Six™
State Foatball Championships since 2008 and, along wilh WTOVITVS, directs the “OVAC
Kickodf Night™ cach year. Prior wo forming Scholastic Sports Marketing. LLC. Companion
performed marketing and promotion duties a1 both Davidson College and the University
of South Carolina. served as an associale commisstoner of the Big South Conlerence: mxd
served on nadional Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators (NACMA) Board,

Bob Roe (Coaches)

Baob Roe (Warwood High School, Class of 1925). He did it all in the
athletic realin: a talented athlete: a mwlti-spor coach who suceeeded at both
the high school and college kevel: and even an official.

AL the time he retired from high school coaching in 1965 {u lake the
West Liberty State College job. Roe was the winmngest football coach s
OVAC histery with a 182-122-31 record, He coached at Warwveod High for
10 years 1 1931-403 and then at Wheeling High for 24 seasons 1 194164}

He was the winming co-coach (with Invin Howell) ol the first West
Virginin:Ohic Al Star Football Game in 1940, beating Ohio 13.7. He Taer
served as ihe All-Star Game Director Trom 1946-62

He '1l~.0 led the Wheeling boys” track squad W three strught OVAC titles ¢1944-46) and a
rare one-class W Va, state championship in 3946 this wams were munner i (943 and "),

Al \\le iherty, he coached the Hilloppers for nine seasons inclhuding an unbeaten season in
1970 awd into the NATA playolls in 19H) and "71 as West Virgina Conference champrons. His
W1 coaching record was 50-24-7. He was twice named WV Coach of the Year,

Raxt was also a baskethalk official for 20 vears, serving three terbs as president ol the Ohio

falley Board of Approved Basketbull Offw

As it athlete, he was  team caplain of the Warvood High football team and a foursyear varsity
performer at Bethany College.

Roe, who passed away in 1984, is 5 mwember of Give olher hatls of Game = West Virgini Stale
Sports. City of Wheelg. Upper Olnio Valley Dapper Dan, West Eiberty Dnversity and Betbany
College. He was also the revigiend of the OVAC Track Cal Gillin Award.

Jim Potts (Coaches)

Jim Potts {Buckbannon. Upshur High School. Class of 1963). Pots began
waching at Cameron in 1971 and he started lhcjuninr high wrc\'liingpmgmnl
1here by He spent 31 yo
T1974-2005  and Tater returned as : N,
Polts compiled an impressive 363.94- n dual meet I'LLDI'd wmmnb ‘i" Iouna-
ment championships and Mnishing as runner-up on 3 oceasions. In QVAC
competition, Potgs-ked mat squads amassed 153 OVAC Class A touenanment
championships (1984, "91. "92.793, "04.. *95, 706, 9708 T, 2000, 01 Y
02,703 and "031 finishing as the overall second or third place fimsher as
well, His teanms also won 15 OVAC Pal Meet Lh.unpmn\hlpx Polls was
marted VAC Wiestling Coach ol the Yuear a wal of 13 times. His 1996 team won the fizst Bob
Sandler Sportsmuueship Aowvard,

[0 state compenition. Ciumeron won four consecutive W.vVa, Class AAA champlonships (199
94y and Ninished as the runner-up three tmes. He was aamed West Vinginia Class AA/A Coach
of the Year [ve times (1989, 91, 92,93 il 94}

He reeeived the OVACs prestigious “vir Mat™ pward i 2008 for his deelication and servige e
the sport of wresthing and was insducied et West Virgioa Chapter of the National Wrestling
Hall of Fame in 2007.

Hue also served as head fooiball coach ai Cameron for 1§ years. posting a 35-55 overall record
including enc appearance in the W, Va, Class A stat semifinals. He coached W, Vi to a 22-14
win over Ohio in the OVAC All-Star Football Classic in 1989, Potis also spent teme as the head
track and basebadl coach.

As an athlete, Potts competed in threy sports twrestling, football and bascbally at Buckhannon
Uipshur where he was a member of the school s 1963 stawe championship football ieam and then
played both Tootball and baseball (a first leam all-conference selection) a Glenville State Coliepe,
carmng his degree there in (967,

Paul Rickards iAwilete - 19405)

Paul Rickards (Wheeling High School, Class of 19443 He was a three-
spoet star who was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Roe as the best
foorball player he ever coached. The 6-foot-1, 190 pounder played center
as a sephomore before becoming a running- passing guarterback- tithack-
tinehacker-panter for the Wildcats. He was the only twostime fiest leam.
one-class all-stater in 1942 and 1943 and was voted the lop state
for two years. As a senior, e compleed 60 - e W
time - for aine TDs and rushed for 10 scorgs, He atso was the team’s top
tuckler. kick retuener and punter. He carned nickmame of Paching Paul”
because of passing inera or mostly running,

in basketball, he was a three-year regubar and helped the Wildeats win the state onc-class
ik as a junior when Wheeling capped 261 record by winning its Tinal 21 games. He was
first wearme All-OVAC on the Nest-ever selections and st team one-c [-state as o senior
angl second leam as a jumsor

In track. be won a rare “double™ in the one-class staie meet. capturing the long jump and
shot pul for the stale runner-up team, He also helped Wheeling win the first of three stright
one-class OVAC crowns.

Recruited For fowball by P, e was o four-year kellerman who led the XCAA in passing
vards as a freshman wath a school-record 397 vards,

He also plaved one yearin the NFL with the Los Angeles Kams, He passed away in 1999,

Jack Prettyman (omicials)

Jack Prettyman {Moundsville High School, Class of 1938 One of the
best-kaown oflicials wibe Oheo Vabley, he retived in 2007 after working
43 years as a member ol the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Football
Officials. spending tweo vears as president. two years a vice-president and

 vears on the Excentive Board: and 20 ycar member of the Ohio
Valley Board of Approved Basketball OfMicisls, serving as president and
viee-president.

He worked WYSSAC playoll games Tor 30 vears, including the Tinals
wight imes, as well as the West Virgina Noh-South All-Suar Game and
speent MY vears working OHSAA plavell games plus the Ohio Norh-South
Al Star Game

Prettyman officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic five times
and was the Honorary Referee al the gamw in 2008,

He officiated West Virgiia Conference games for 30 years in basketball and 27 in football
meluding 20 years at the linals in baskethall and cight years of playofts in foethall: and be
also worked Sames in the Fastern 8 and Atlantic 10 conferences for 23 vears, including 10
years of playolf acten.

Prettvman officiated thee years in the professional Didoor Football League, working the
championship gamw iy 2002

A resident of Gilen Dade, e reveived the Roben Dawson OVAC Basketball Officials Award
in 20022 a Special Achivvement Award from the Bapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley
in 2008 and several service awards from vanous officating orgaizations,

Mike Ingram iAthlete - 19505)

Mike tagram (Bellaere High School, Class of 1937, Nicknamed "~ The
Tank™ becanse of his ph\sml play s foot-9, 2H1-pound {uliback-
finehacker, he was a three-sport Big Rcd-. stalwart in football, basketball
and rack. He led Bellaire to foutball records of 7-3, 9-0-1, 7-3 and 3-5.

He wis @ twoslime All-Easieen Ohio choice who was All-OVAC Class
A st eant, All-Valley seeend wam. and AP A-Ohio second team as
it junior,

Recruited by Ohio State coach Wouody Haves, he was converted to an
affensive gatard-lincbacker and becane o three-year Buckeye staner and
1961 team co-caplain for the 8-0-1 record Big “Tén Conlerence champions
which were rnked No. 2 in both wire service polls. The 8.2 record 1960 wam was ranked
No. 8.

He earned Tirst tearm AR Ten as o senior wwd plaved o the East-West Shrine game and
Hula Bowl game. He was dralted by the NFL Washington Redskins and AFL Boston Patriols.
but didn’t play pro ball. He passed away m 1981,
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Jim Kerr (Athlete - 19505)

Jim Kerr (St. Clairsvitle High School. Class of 1957) Afier playing
quarterback as a junior, the first-year 6-foot, 180-pound running back
led the Red Devils to a 7-0-2 record while deading the Ohio Valley in
scoring with a school-record 50 points in nine games. He rushed for
1.298 yards (8.3 yards per carry) and landed six pass receptions for
81 yards,

As a defensive back. he had seven pass intercepiions and the speed-
ster also reterned kicks (7 kickoffs for 323 yards and five punts for
133 yards). He eamned All-Ohio, All-Valley. All-OVAC and All-Eastern
OChio foothall honors and he also competed in track.

The multi-threat back earned a scholarship to Penn State where he was a three-year regu-
lar running back-defensive back and kick retumer on eams with records of 7-3, 9-2 and
6-3-1_ As a senjor. he was the Nitany Lions™ top rusher, pass recciver, XickofT returmer and
scorer, He scored three touchdowns against Army. In his last two scasons. Penn State won
the fiest two Liberty Bowls over Alabama and Oregon.

He was drafted by the Washingion Redskins and was a regular safety in his only two
seasons. As a rookie, he led the Redskins in pass interceptions (7) and kickolT returns (14
for 385 yards) before being slowed by a leg injury. He is deceased.

Alan Jack (Athlete - 1960¢)

Alan Jack (Wintersville High School. Class of 1966). He was a three-
year starter as a 6-foot. 205-pound fullback-linebacker on teams coached
by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob Kettlewell that went 9-1, 8-1-1 and 9-1 with
enly one loss to Ohio Vatley foes. The last two 1cams also won Big Eight
League titles. He was a blocking fullback but, as a senior, he also rushed
115 times for 583 yards and scored 60 points.

His senior honors included All-OVAC Class AAA. All-Valley Big
School. Alt-Eastern Ohio and All-Big Eight.

He carmed a scholarship 1o Ohio Stace and, after playing on the fresh-
man team, he became a three-year slarter as a 6-foot. 220-pound offen-
sive guard on teams with records of 6-3, 10-0 and 8-1. The unbeaten 1968 Big Ten Conference
champion team defeated an OJ. Simpson-led Southem California 1eam. 27-16 in the Rose
Bowl and was crowned National Champion with a No.1 ranking in both national polls,

Jack was selected co-captain of the Buckeyes' B-1 record 1969 ream which was co-Big Ten
Conference champion.

He also played in the 1970 Hula Bowl game.

James ‘Junior’ Moore (Athlete - 19605)

James “Junior' Moore (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). He
was a three-sport Wildcat all-star in football. basketball and baseball
who earned a football scholarship to Wake Forest.

In football. the 5-foot-10, 170-pound running back-defensive back-
kick returner was the OV's top Class AAA rusher with 1,142 yards on
189 carries with nine TDs plus 14 pass receptions for 181 yards and
a score. He was first tleam All-Valley. All-OVAC. All-Mountaineer
League and All-City Offense and Defense while eamning second team
Class AAA All-State while placing sixth in voting for the Kennedy
Award. He was second team All-Valley as a junior.

A two-year basketball letterman on lop Wildcat teams, the left-handed point guard led the
1969 team in scortng (20 ppg). steals and assists as Wildcats weat 19-1 in regular season
to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked No. 2 in the final slate regular season
poll. He carned first team Class AAA Al-State, All-OVAC, All-Valley, All-City and All-
Mountaineer League. As a junior. he was sixth man on a Wildcat team which advanced to
the state Class AAA semifinals,

In basebatl. he carned three Lewters as a first baseman-piicher and started on the state one-
class championship team as a junior. He earned second team one-class All-State 1wice and.
as a senior. was first 1eam All-Valley while keading the Wildeats in hitting ( 446).

A1l Wake Forest, he led the freshman team in rushing before earning three varsity letters
and helping the Deacons, as a sophomore, win their first-ever Adantic Coast Conference
title. He was a running back. wide recciver. defensive back and kickoff-punt returner. He
averaged over 20 yards per kickoff returns for his career and had an 89.yard TD return vs.
Virginia Tech as a junior

Rick Coles (Athiete - 19705)

Rick Coles (Wheeling High. Class of 1971). He was a star for the Wild-
cats in both football and baskeiball, carning a scholarship to West Virginia
University in the latter.

The 6-3, 170-pound guard enjoyed a record-setting hoop career, He aver-
aged 33.7 in the regular season as a senior, leading the Wildeats to a 21-3
record and OVAC championship honors, That squad also went on to win
sectional and regional titles en route to a state tourney berth.

He tied the school’s single-pame scoring record. held by legendary Ev
erett Brinkman, with 54 points in a 147-88 conquest of Gak Glen. He also
averaged an amazing 22 rebounds per game in his final campaign

For his career. Coles netted 1.389 poins. just 22 shy of Wheeling High's school standard.

He was a two-time all-Valley “Big School”, all-GVAC and all-W,Va, first team honoree,
Coles was selected as state player of the year by the Morgantown Touchdown Club following
his senior campaign.

Coles also starred on the gridiron. letering three years while performing at quanerback.
wide receiver and defensive back. As a senior, he ranked second in OVAC Class AAA pass-
ing vards with more than 1.100 yards.

Coles also used his versatility and athleticism on the Wildcats® track team. competing in
relays and as a high jumper.

At WVU. Coles was the second-leading scorer as the Mountaineers’ freshman squad via his
14-point average. He earned a lelier as a sophomore, playing in 22 games. As fate would have
it. however. Coles suffered a broken [eg in the pre-season of his junior year which limited his
play over the next two years.

Basketball coaching icon Sam Andy called Coles one of the lwo best players he ever
coached, the other being Hall of Famer Anthony Reed.,

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - 1970s)

Gordon "Charley” Gordon (John Marshall High School. Class of
1977). He was nothung short of ousstanding for the Monarchs in three
sports — track, wrestling and football

As a weightman in track for the powerful JM thinclads. Gordon estab-
lished the all-time Chio Valley discus mark on the strength of his 166-9
1085 as a senior, a season in which he won the OVAC Class 3-A and West
Virgima state discus championships, He was second in ihe state shot put
event with a heave of 52-4. As a junior, he was OVAC and state discus
runner-up to OVAC Hall of Famer John Leon of Brooke.

He grappled for OVAC Hall of Fame Coach Bill Hinegardner and scripted a senior season
1o remember. Gordon went undeleated. leading the Monarchs to the overall OVAC crown.
He went on to ¢ap his mat career with the W Va. Class AAA heavyweight litle.

Gordon was also a standout on the football field. starting three years as an offensive line-
man and linebacker. He received all-Mountaineer League and all-OVAC laurels as senior,
although the Monarchs won just one game.

The 6-2. 253-pounder received an offer 1o walk on 1o the WVU football program. The
move paid off as Gordon eamned a full scholarship while starting two seasons on the offen-
sive line and lettering three limes

His senior season of 1980 marked 1he inaugural campaign for Coach Don Nehlen and new
Mountaineer Field. He was elected as a co-captain that season.

Mike Smith (Athilete - 1980s)

Mike Smith (Buckeye Trail High School. Class of 1983). He enjoyed
both personal and 1eam success as the first four-year basketball letterman
for the Warriors,

Individually. Smith finished a stellar hoops career with 2.188 points.
which ranks 23rd all-time i the OHSAA record book,

He scored 25 points in his first varsity game as a freshman. finishing
with 254 points that season, He then displayed remarkable consistency,
scoring 623 as a sophomore; 643 as a junior and 566 as a senior for a
four-year average of 22.8 points per game,

Smith was selected to the all-Ohio Class A first team three times,
mcluding being named the ~Player of the Year™ in 1983 He was also a three-lime first team
afl-Eastern District and all-District 12 selection, named “Player of the Year™ on both teams
as a senior. and was a first team all-OVAC Class 2-A honoree. He played in the OVAC All-
Star Basketball Classic and the Ohio North-South All-Star Game following his semor sea
son, tn addition to ranking as Trail's all-1ime leading scorer. he is also the leading rebounder
with 643 and is third all-time in free throw percentage at 83,9 percent

During Smuth’s career, Trail posied a sparkling record of 88-8 under the guidance of Coach
Terry Leggett. The South-led Warnors won three sectional titles, three district crowns and
one regional championship. making a siate tournament appearance in 1983 with Smith scor-

ng 33 points in that game Trail also captured 1wo OVAC crowns

Semith conuinued 1o showease his baskeiball talents a1 Rio Grande College. graduating in
1987 with a degree in business. A four-year letterman. he ranks ninth all-time on the Rio
Grande scoring list with 1,741 points

He was inducted into the District |2 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2010

Stan Boroski (Athlete - 19805)

Stan Boroski (Buckeye South High School. Class of 1981}, He may be
best known for his baseball career. but Boroski was a tremendous three
sport standout at Buckeye South. He eamed all-Ohio honors in feotball.
basketball and baseball for the Rebels

Boroski quarterbacked South into the football post-season as a senior,
becoming the first Ohio Valley school 1o play in the OHSAA prid play
offs. He. unfortunately. missed that game due to an injury incurred in the
Buckeye North contest,

As a junior, he was a hard-running tailback. He rushed for more than
1,200 yards and 15 TDs that season, He also booted four field goals,
amassing |16 tolal poinis.

In hoops. Boroski finished as Buckeye South’s fifth all-time leading scorer

As a senior, the Rebels got off to a 1-4 start while Boroskt still nursed his football injury.
Upon his return, South reeled off 16 straight wins, He averaged 16 points a game in his senior
season. after posting an [8-potnt average as a junior. The 6-2 forward was a three-year letier-
man for legendary coach Henry Laszasz

In baseball, Boroski starred on the mound and at the plate for South

He batted .400 as a senior and nearly the same as a junior. He tossed a no-hitter as a senior,
Boroski led the Rebels to a pair of OVAC championships and two distriets berths

The talented right-hander also was a standout in Legion baseball. performing for Maynard.
In his Mnal season for Poest 666. be batted 327 while going 6-2 on the hill.

The Rayland native, who anended Ohie Lniversity eaming a biology degree. played two
seasons in the Milwaukee Brewers' organization. He ended his professional playing days as a
pilcher in the Kansas City Royals orgamization. His minor leapue carecr spawned a long and
successful coaching career in professional baseball. Boroski spent 18 years coaching with the
Houston Asiros organization before being named builpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on
Dec. 17. 2009. He still holds that post today. overseeing one of the premier s1alls in Major
League Baseball.
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Chad Brinker (Athlete - 19905)

Chad Brinker (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1998), This
Purple Rider legend shined 1 three spons duriag his four-year prep
varcer, bul it was in football wiere he really lelt a lasting mark

Alter lettering as a freshman, Brinker got his ¢chance to be the Purple
Riders’ main Lailback midway through his sophomore season and
clearly made the most of his opportunity, Brinker finished bis prep
carver with 3984 yards. wlueh ranks sceond all-time at Ferry. and 51
touchdowns, The majorily of his carcer yards came as a senior when
he racked up 2024 vards, Afwer both his Junior and senior seasons,
Brinker was samed Grst-team all-Fastern Dastrict and terst-tean all-Ohio. As u sermor. he
was the districts offensive player of the year and also the distrct’s nominee Tor Ohio’s
coveted Mr Football Award. He was also named a USA Today All-American, Along with
his state honors, Brinker was tweee named Mt wam all. OVAC and all-Valley ., serving as
co-captain both i 1996 and 1997 Brinker ook part in the Rudy Mumstey OVAC All-Star
Charity Foothal | Classic, bt alter sushing for 160 yards sn the first half. he wis injered and
didn™t |)I.n w ity alf.

His success wasn 't limited to the high school ranks. Brinker sigied with Ghio Universiny
and earned Tour etiers for the Bobeats, He was twice named all-MAC and was chosen 10
play in the 2002 Hula Bowl All-Star Game i Hawaii. Brinker fnished his career with the
Bobeats with 2826 yards and 27 rushing louchdowns, which rank fifth and tourth on 1he
1L, career listing., respectively O hes vards. he ran for 1,099 as o sentor. He put forth 10,
100-yard rushing games during his carcer. Brinker put forth these numbers despile missing
four games as a junior because of an ingury, Though he went undrafied. Brinker signed with
the New York Jets i 2003 and played in the preseason before being released on the final ¢
He scond 1w touchdowns that pre-season. He plaved m NFL Europe in 2004,

Along with his footbail exploits. Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and ficld. He finished
seventh in the Division 11 100-meter dash as o semor, running 1127, He also Teticred in
hasketball and baseball. He carned all-OVAC in hoops,

Since graduating rom Ohio University with a degeee in exercise science. Brinker served as
a radio color atalyst for Bobeats” fooball games, served as an assistant coach at Westerville
Centeal and sinee 2010 has worked in the player personnel department wully the Green Bay
Packers He recerved a Super Bowl g alter the Packers defeated the Steelers in 2010,

Eddie Drummond (Alete - 1990s)

Eddie Drwnmond (e Linsly School. Class of 19981, Speed was
the mase of the pame for this former Cadel. Nitluny Lion and NFL Pro
Bowler Drummond was one of the fastest athletes Lo ever rusicipace in
the Ohie Valley Athletic Conference,

While he exceiled 0 rack and field. it was in football where
Drummond tuly defthis mark with the Cadets, Jeading theny so a 29-11
mark during his four years in the Orange & Black. Drummond ran for
3918 vards and 55 touchdowns durlm. his career. He Nnisted with 70
TDs 1otal and scored 423 points. He also elosed his carcer with 5729
all-purpose yards o H) games, During his juni 1 which Linsly
finished 10-0. Deummond ran for 1383 yaeds. which was his career high. The 168 potnts
he seered that season ranked filth in the state of West Virginia Drummend was named Ohio
Valley Player of the Year following that scason, He was three times named all-OVAC and
twice named 1o the Tirst-team sll-slate unil in West Virginia. As a junior. he was named as
a defensive back and as a running back as a senior, He the ruaner-up for the Kenneds
Award. which goes to the Mountain $1ate’s 1op prep player, He was also nanwed first-leam
all-Valley (bree times

Drumemond chese so play for Joe Paterno and Penn State over offers from the likes of Notre
Dame, Michigan and Floeida State, He wis a wide vecciver, prinily for the Nitany Lions.
He made 71 receptions for 1,132 yards and five touchdowns. He also ran tor 272 yards and
A spone

Afser not teing sebected in the drafe, Drummond stgned swith the Detront Lions and mace the
leitm ais 2 Kick retueer, He averaged 26 vards a KickofT retum. raskedd third in the NFC and
fifthe i the NEL. He had a puns retarn dor a touchdown, He was selected 10 the Pro Bowl and
mgmed all-Pro n 2004, All told, he played live seasons m the SFL {four with Derroin and ong
with Kansas City). He spent the 2008 season on the Steelers” practice squad,

Oher than foutball a1 Linsly, Dummond was one ol ihe 1op sk sprinters i he Ohio
Walley. He lost anly one race to an Ohio Valley athlet and that wa fresbiman, He had a
PR of 10,37 in the 100, which he ran during a sumitier mect afier bis senior scuson. He mn 21,7
in the 200 and 489 i the 400, He was a four-time all-Valley selection.

David Bertolino (Atiete - 20005)

David Bertoline (Buckeye Local High School, Class of 20031 This
Panther produet was a one-sport athlete, bup was ome of the best wres-
ters 1o ever grace the mats in the Ohio Valley.

Benolino was a four-year regular at Buckeye. bul really blossomed
as a Juior and senior, He won the individual championstup a the
OVAC Tournament in both »

He was a state qualifier as a juntor and came back as a man on a
mission the following seasot. During s sentor season, Benolino put
forth an unblemished 44-0 record and won the 160-pound Division 11
state chaopionship in the process.

H.Ln:vlum ftnished his prep career with a strong 15422 record and was nasned e 2005
stern Distriet Wrestler of the Year. Berolino dida’t hang up the prep singlet immei-
Iy afler rog ng his OHSAA gold medal. He went 1o the National H||- 1 Schwol Senor
Conches Association € hanpionship Tourmament and placed hird. carning all-Amwerican
honars at 160 pounds

Prior to his senior season. Bertolino was the gold medalistat e ?
Championship and then won the pold at the AAL Junior Olyimpic

He wrestled lor four years at lowa State Umiversity. three of those seasons were spent
under Bridaeport High graduate and OVAC Hall ol Famer Bobby Douglas,

During his senior season, Bertoling carned NCAA AL-American by viriue of fimshing in
the 1op eight at 197 pounds in his only trip 1o the national ouroament

All wold. Beroling tioshed his collegiate carcer with a 68-41 record.

Following his collegiate career. Beroling attempted 1o quality to the United States
Olympic Team for the 2012 games i Londdon. He spent more than o vear at the Umited
States Olympic Training Center in Colorado trinimg

National Open Weestling

— U Zinuver

Karrie Hutchins (ailete - 20005

Karrie Hurchins (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 20013, This
former Patriol helped officially put W hulml. Park soccer on the map
Tocally and around the state of West Virginia during her splewdid prep
career.

Hutching was a defensive standout wwd usuestioned leader of the
Lady Patriots, which resulted in her twice being named 2l West Virgitia
Gatorade Player of the Year 12000 and 20011

Dan Stephens (Athiete - 20005)

Dan Stephens (The Linsly School. Class of 2000), 1 dieln’s matter the
season, §icld or sport, this Cadets” produet plaved and played well,

The only Linsly athlewe to stard for fowr years in football, basketball
and baschall. Stephens shined exceptionally bright on the football and
basebull fickds.

Stephens was it four-year letierman for Terry Depew’s lootball wam,
hg o schook record 292 tackles. playing primarily along the defon-
sive line. He had 2 senior season in which he registered 76 tackies and
five sacks. On the offensive side of the ball, Swepheas rn for 832 vards
arl 12 ouchdowns, He was a linst-team afl-stale sekection in Class A and wis a mulbple-time
al l-OVAC ad all- Valles honeree on the gridiron.

On the baseball feld. long-time Linsly head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens the Tinest
hitler™ he™d ever coached. Stephens Ted the {hio Valley in hitng as a senior al 537 and con-
nected on eight heme mon and drove in 2 su.lmnl record 43 runs. He steack out just four times
that sezson. Stephens sull holds the Linsly carcer record Tor home suns and RBI, His efforts
were recagnized by his selection o the all- ()\'r\( team multiple times and the all-Valley wam
il imes.

On the basketball count. Swephens played on the interior, He sull holds the Linsly record for
rebours and charges taken in his career. He was recognized on the abl-Valley 1eam tor hoops,

Seephens wok pae i the OVAC All-Star games for all three sports and was the winner of
an Award which goes ta | s best male athlew -

Afler re more than 23 collegiale scholurship offers combined betwygen football and
baseball, Stephens vlected to atlend the University of Piisburgh o play football, For the

Panthers. Stephens was a fonr-year letierman and started 41 games along the defemsive ling
The Panthers 100k part in five straight bow| games dueing his tigse i the Steel Ciiy,omeluding
the Fresta Bowl. Steplrens received the Fiesta Bowl An Bodine MVP Award.

All1ald, Stephens was an all-Big Exst player and twice named an Academic All-American.
He was histed on the All 31 Fast Academic Team four dmes, Stephens also received the David
Sandberg Award. which goes 1o the Pitl athlete with the best overall academic and athletic
achievements. He reevived the Demale Stanfey Award. which goes to a Pin tootball player
who has overcome the most adversity. Finally, Stephens received the Blue/Gold Award. All
af the winners have their namies on the *Varsity Walk™ o campus. 1Us the Pitg version of the
Hall of Fanw

Stephens was signed by the Buffalo Bills and was in carly camp wigh the organizavon
2005.

Wik Hutehins playing o key role, the Pairiots claimed three straight
Woest Virgima Class AAA state titles and four siraight big-sehool OVAC
CTOWIS,

Along with these horors, she was o three-time Girsi-ieam all-stae selection and tour-time
all-OVAC pick, She was named OVAC Player of the Year as a junior and senior.

Hutchins was inducted ta the Wheeling Park High School Hall of Famg in 2007,

Afler her prep carcer. Hulehins played at Waest Virginia University where she became the
first Mountain State native 1o start for the Mountaineers” women's progriam.

Huteluns stareed 45 of 49 carcer matches as a delensive player aisd during ber carcer, the
Mountaineers posted 30 shatouts

During the 2003 s n, with Huichins playing a key role, the Mountaineers advanced
10 the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament, The scason prior, WV wax the Big East Mid-
Atkantie champion,

She was named a team captain for the 2005 season, T her carcer came 1o an ead due o
injury i the second mateh of that season.

Hutchins was also a standout in the ¢lassroom at Park and WV She was preseated Lhe
Red Brown Cup in 2006, which goes 10 WYU™s most outstding all-around student-athicte
n terms of athletic. academic and eivie achicvement. She also eamed CoS1DA Academic
AlLDistrict eam in 2005 as well as the WYL Foundation Quistanding Seodor and was a
four-time Big kast acadeane all star.
raduated wilh a degree in business administration and completed a Masier of
al Accoumianey a WL
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Denny Magruder (OVAC Contributor)

Dennis "Denny” Magruder (Wheeling Central Catholic High
School, Class of 1967}

If there were a “best friends™ list for the OVAC, his name would
certainly be near the top.

Magruder has centainly opened his arms and given the nation’s
largest functional high scheol athletic conference a place o call
“home”. primarily in his role as Executive Director of WesBanco
Arena in downtown Wheeling

WesBanco Arena has been home to the OVAC Museum including
the Hall of Fame display since 2009, with Magruder generously allowing the conference
free reign of the outer concourse of the facility to showcase its rich history while also
serving on the OVAC Muscum Comminee

The arena is host to the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet. OVAC Banquet of Champions.
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships, OVAC Cheering Championships and
OVAC Media Night, and at one time it hosted the OVAC Samuel A. Mumiey All-Siar
Basketball Classic

In additien o s OVAC affiltauon. WesBanco also serves as the home of the Wheeling
Nailers of the East Coast Hockey League and was the home of the Ohio Valley
Greyhounds of the [ndoor Football League for several years, Countless high school and
callege basketball games have also taken place there.

Magruder was the recipient of the first Distinguished Service Award presented by the
OVAC Hall of Fame Commitnge in 2010, and the award was named in his honor thus all
future recipients received the Denny Magruder Distinguished Service Award,

He is a graduate of West Libeny Stae College with degree in accounting/business
administration and a2 member of 1he first graduating class (1988} of the Public Assembly
Facility Management School at Oglebay Resort and Conference Center: has served as a
faculty member and/or as cegent of the school ever since. En addition 1o his position a1
WesBanco, which he has held since 1986, he also oversees the historic Capitol Music
Hall: serves on the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and as Executive Director of the
Greater Wheeling Sports and Entertainment Authority, Magruder has also served as rate
analyst, budget director and Urban Renewal Treasurer of the City of Wheeling: Business
Manager/Comptroller of the Marshall County Schools and as Treasurer of the Executive
Board of the Wheeling Convention and Visitors Center.

He received the 2005 Spirit & Leadership Award and was selected to the City of
Wheeling Hall of Fame in 2011,

Linda Myers (OVAC Family)

Linda Myers (Warwood High School, Class of 1967)_[t's been 35 years
since she joined the “family™, but there’s been ptenty of behind the scenes
contributions made to the OVAC by this tireless, friendly face of the con-
ference,

Myers has been the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game
Program Coordinator since 1994, organizing. billing and collecting ads and
assisting in production of the massive program which generates thousands
of dollars each year

She served as liaison between the OVAC and what was then the Sione
& Thomas Queen of Queens Pageant starting in 1987, taking over as the
event coordinator in 1994 and continuing in that role for the conference untl 2006. Dunng that
time, she revamped the event to include the awarding of thousands of dollars in scholarships 1o
the parlicipants.

Myers also has worked with the OVAC Ron Mauck Wresthing Tournament in various capaci-
ties since 1980: assisted with the OVAC Banquet of Champions for the past 20 years and the
OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet for 12 years: and has served on the OVAC Muscum Committee
since its inception in 2009

Myers has also assisted with the VIP hospitality for the West Virginia “Super Six” Football
Championships in Wheeling for the past 21 years.

Myers’ List of awards includes being honored on the covered of the OVAC Rudy Mumiey All
Star Football Game program in 2009: receiving the James "Deadeye™ Morns Award for support
of OVAC wrestling in 2002; and the Howard V. Corcoran Sr.. Memonal Award

A tesident of Wheeling who carned a B.S. degree from West Liberty State College in 1980 and
a Master's degree from West Virginia University in 1983, she was employed by the Ohio County
Schools _{%9 years. teaching at Triadelphia Middle Schocl and Warwood Scheol until her netire-
ment in 2009,

George Kellas I (Media)

George M. Kellas 11 (Triadciphia High School, Class of 1973). A some-
times controversial but always passionate broadcaster, Kellas simply toved
the Ohio Vatley sports scene. especially high school athletics. and could be
found front-and-center as area teams made their way along the football or
basketbal! tournament trail for nearly 30 years.

After geiting his feet wet on the radio as far back as 1977 and graduar-
ing from West Liberty State College in 1980, Kellas spent 12 years at
WTRFE-TVT in Wheeling {1984.94) and then eight years at WTOV-TVY in
Steubenville, both as a sports anchor and commentator.

Later an his caneer, he co-founded tadio station WKKX-AM 1600 and
hosted The George Kellas Radio Talk Show from the stavon’s inception in 2004 uauit he died of
cancer in 2009 at the age of 53,

Kellas was a staunch supporter of the Pittsburgh professional sports teams, particularly the
Swelers and the Piraes. In 1997, he began writing the Black and Gold Newsleuer. a monthly
\p,ublicauon dedicated 10 coverage of the Steelers which was available throughout the Ohio

alley.

Anzong his passions was greyhound racing at Wheeling Downs {now Wheeling Island
Racetrack). In 1985. he won the O.P. Smith Award for a story on My Tipper. the winner of the
1984 Commissioners Cup at Wheeling Downs. and a stakes race at the track was named in his
honor after his passing: The George Kellas Memorial

He was the founder, co-owner and general manager of the valley's first professional indoor football
team, the Steel Valley Smash, in 1999, The team later became the Ohio Valley Greyhounds and captured
the National Indoor Football League championship in 2002 and 2003

David ‘Ty’ Fleming (Coach)

David “Ty" Fleming {Shadyside High School. Class of 1965}, An
innovative football coach who ranks among the winningesi in QVAC
histary. he finished 23 years as a head coach with a 165-92 recoed.

He began his coaching career as a football and basketball assistant at
Newton Falls in 1971-72, and returned 10 the Ohio Valley as an assistant
at Bellzire from 1972-74. He then served as head boys’ baskerball coach
at St. John Central from 1974-79. coaching the Fighting lrish football
team for one season {1978) o a 7-3 record. From there, he moved on 10
Woolridge High near Akron as the head boys’ basketball coach for one
year before finally coming back 1o his alma mater.

During his first tour of duty a1 Shadyside (1980-91), he coached two OVAC champion-

Rod Johnson (coach)

Rod Johnson \Gahanna Lincoln High School, Class of 1965). He was a
pioneer locally in the spon of high school volleyball, serving as a head coach
for a total of 21 years. including 14 years where he built the Buckeye Trail High
program into a respected state power and then closing ow his career with a
seven-year run where he injected life into a dormant Cambridge High program.
Johnson's combined record was an impressive 400- 109 combined record, which
ranks 26th on the all-time Ohio High School Athletic Association’s victory list,

During his 14 years as Trail’s volteybail coach. the wzam amassed an incredible
294-47 record, winning at least 22 pames in cach of the lasi 11 seasons. During
his tenure, the Lady Warriors won four OVAC uitles, cight district crowns and
three regional championships. The 1985 squad advanced to the OHSAA Class AA stale semifinals,
finishing with a 26-2 overall record and then four years later, in 1989. Johnson and the Lady Warmiors
reached she pinnacle by wining the Class AA stawe championship and posting a spotless 27 record.
Trail nearly went back-10-back under Johnson’s guidance, finishing as the Division I state runncr-
up in 1990 with a 27-3 mark,

Arcne paint (1985-87}. Johnson-coached Trail teams put together the state's fourth-longest regular
season winning streak of 48 games,

He was named Ohio High School Volleyball Coaches Association Class AA “Coach of the Year”
in 1989 and he won the OVAC "Coach of the Year” award in 1986, He was also inducted into the
Buckeye Trail/East Guemsey Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999 and is the OVACs first selection in the
Coaches category who piloted a girls” sport

ship squads (1982 and 1989} and two OHSAA playoff squads {1989 and 1991), with his '89
team reaching the state sernifinal game before losing to eventual state runner-up McDonaid,
in his second go-round (1999-2008). his eams went 89-24 and made eight more playoff
appearances, claiming two regional titles (2000 and 2006) and reaching the Division VI
State Championship Game where they lost 10 Maria Stein Marion Local ([7-0). The Tigers
had five once-beaten seasons and won three more OVAC crowns (3002, 2003 and 2007).

All 1old. he coached Shadyside for 22 vears. compiling a career record of 138-89 there which
ranks first i school history.

Puring his time in Tigertown, he also coached track and girls® basketball and served as the
school's athletic director for 10 years. His [982 wrack squad captured an OVAC title and the
83 weam was Class A District champions.

Fleming was a three.time Ohio Valley “Coach of the Year” and the 2000 recipient of the
Carl Hamill Award from the Dapper Ban Club of the Upper Ohio Valley. He was inducted
into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame eardier in 2015.

A stellar athlete at Shadyside whose brother Don is also in the OVAC Hall of Fame, he
won 12 lesters in four sports {football. baskeiball. baseball and track) in high schooi and
went on 1o eam three [eiters in basketball a1 Kent State University, graduating there in 1969,

Afier retiring as a weacher/coach, he has worked as a color analyst for WTOV-TV9 and
WKKX Radic on high schoot football broadcasts.

Johason stepped back into the coaching ranks in 2003, this time at Cambridge, Starting from
the ground up. the Lady Bobcats went 6-18 his first year but that was the only losing season under
Johnson. During his seven years. CHS posted a 106-62 mark. The best scason came in 2009 when
the Lady *Cats were 224 and won OVAC. sectional and distnct championships before losing in the
OHSAA Division Il Regional semifinals. Cambridge put together an OVAC “threepeat” by also
winning conference championships in 2010 and 2011, with overall records of 19-5 and 18-6, respec
tively. The Lady Cais were also East Central Ohio League runners-up four imes under Johnson’s
watch. He was tabbed OVAC and District 12 Division 11 Coach of the Year™ in 2009 and 2010.
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Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry (athiete - 19405)

Sam “Buzz"™ Berry (Warwood 1hgh School. Class of 19461 He was the
first five-time AM-OVAC honoree in foalball and basketball. The Viking
standoul was selected 1o e first three MBOVAC Class A (smallest of
two classes) basketball teams and the first wo AOVAC Class A Tonotball
teams s am end. Warwood won five OVAC titles and Toar Cuy of Wheeling
erenvens 51y schools) ia Toothalk and basketball during that period and alsa
advanced 1o 1the W Vo, Basketball Tournamens in 1945, his junicer season
He was 2 muluple ALLCity hoaonee

He also carned All-State honors in bath sports. In the one-class basketball
honors. e was a second weam pick as a senior and third weam as a junier, In
foothall. he was a third team AH-State ead ay a jumior,

In Warwoud 1lhgh™ best ert Tor Iath Toothall and basketball, as a Jumor he leanwed with
OVAC Hall of Famer, Fidlgar Martn, 1o lead a 22-3 record and o siate ioueney berth and also to
w 9-1 record i foothall

Berry continged his basketball anties at Shepherd College from 1949-52 where he became
the Rams” Inm prominent player. He set a sehool career scoring record of 1547 points i 83
sames for average, As i sophamore. e became the schoal’s first-ever AU-West Virginia
and. as a pitcher. he signed with the Conference Tournament honarge and was all-tournament three years and ihree times all-conler-
iGeorgia State League) in 1953 ence itwice second team and once first leam).

Tune in 989 He led state colleges in scoring as o junior 126.3) angd segnior 126 95 witle the latter ranking

Duane Powell (omician)

Duane “Dibby™ Powell (Bellaire High School. Class of 195 s
regarded among the best officials by area coaches as well as fus peers.
\pgm.lmt., 25 years making the calls in both football and hasketball.

He began olficsating bath sports in 1971 as a smember of bogh the Ohio
Valley Board of Approved Foothall Officials and the Ohio Valley Board of
Approved Basketball Ofticials ¢he received a lefelnwe membership to both
organizations),

During his carcer. he worked s Al OHSA N Toothall play arnes
and basketball ournament games and also officsated countless small col
lege tootball games in the West Visginia Conference.

1k was 1he honorary oificial at the OVAC Rudy Mumley Al Siar Football Game; recetved
the OVAC Robert Dawson Basketball OfMicials Award in 2000 and received a Meritonous
Award from the OHSAA (or outstanding serviee to high school athketics as an ofticial,

Pow el was horn in Dilles Botom. and he wis an outstanding athlete at Bellaire High

In baskethabl, he was regarded as ane of the premer passers and playmakess in Ohio
Valley history. scormg 338 poiats ax a senior while caming all-Olio, ali-Valley and all-
Exnstern Ohio aceolad

He also played baseball for the Bellaire
Musburgh Pirates™ farm wam in Brumswick, Georg

He was mdueted imo the Bellaire High Wall of t

Powell, a veteran of the U8 Army, worked ai the Marlins Ferry plant of Wheeling sixth in the mation. . . . - o
Pishugh Steel and afier retiving, he was a bus driver for the Manins Terry City Schools A Shepherd College Tlalk of Famer. hie's a member of the AL-Time West Virg
He was a member of the Purpke Rider Boosier Club, American Legion Posi 38 and the | tem. E ;

Varesters of Lansing Berey reloviied to Florida and is deceased

Il passed away in 2013 at the age of 78, and in his menory Martens Ferry and Bellare

established the Duane Powell Memorial Schalarship Sotthatl Game in 2014

-

ria Conference

Gene ‘Beef’ Lamone (athlete - 19505)

Gene “Reef™ Lamone i\Wellsburg High School, Class of 1931). He was
an all-star two-way inenan g hoth the igh school and college level

: prep senter, he earned fisst team Class AA AILOVAC and €
Vieginia recognition before competing in the annual
Ohio-West Virging All-Sar

Recruited by West Vieginia 1 niversity, e became one ol the
Mountaineers” most honored Toothall lnemnen. The Toar-year ketierman and
standout G-Teot=2, 215-pound 1wesway lineman frem [951-54 wax eam
co-capiain as a senivr when WV had an 81 record and was ranked No
12 nationally in the Tinal Associated Press poll, WV w. T in s tour
seasons including a 1933 Sugar Bowl berth as Lamone started 34 straight games

He earned second team All-Amuezica at guaed as a puior and thied 1eam AP honors as a
3 as the ondy unanimous choice on lh.. 1954 All-Southern Conterence leam and
selected 1o play in th 1-West All-Star Game Lamone was dralted w the Afth round of the
1935 Nationa “Feotball EL.iLUt Deaft by the Philadelphia Lagles but an mjury prevented bim
Irom competing.

He later coached foothall at Linshy Military lastilule from 1960-07 before jomning the busi-
pess world with @ home base in the Columbas. Obio area, The retiree currentiy resides in Fort

Clyde Eads athiete - 19505)

Clvde Eads 1St Clairsvalle High School, Chass of 19381 The 6-loo1-5
pencilahin cager rewrote he Red Devils” baskethall record book in o
three-year ¢areer as a rare Lhreestine first eam All-OVAC honoree in
the Jurgest Class A He still holds the single-game scoring mark «f 55
[roints (against Warvwood im T958) and his | 661 carger xunts fasted 45
vears as the sehool standard unul broken by Dan Monteroso, He aver-
:q.ml 27 xnts a game sentor, 264 For his carcee and suore than 25
points all three seasons including 235.1 as a sophomore.

s career {1956-58)y was the same pericdl as Bridgepont superstar
John Havlicek and Lads led the Red Devils 1o a 61 carger record over
the Havlicek-led Bulldogs. As o senior on an 18-3 team coached by Myles Wilchey, Lhe foes
split games and 1. C. handed Bridgeport its only regular season loss in a 17-2 overadl cam-
paign. As a junior. Lads led St C. 1o three wins uurl&rldu[mn ineluding a sectionn vietory
SUC was 180 in repular season and ended 21-1 overall for the best record ug o thar tue
m 1he school The lone loss was 1o Zanesvyille in the A district Tinals. bR

Lads led St, €. in scoring and rebounding for three seasons as the Red Devils compiled 1o e
a1 3 necord OVAC I

He was recruited by Florida State Uneversity, bul reterned beoie 1he (ist year 1o enroll x
at West Liberty State and play for coach Al Blataik, who had coached him as a suphomore
and junior w St C.

As a Treshman in his only season at WIS, Eads averaged 207 points a game 1 lead 1he
Hilloppers and became only the second West Virginia Conlerence player ever to camn lirst

ar

iven lis chomne "Bccl" as a ety youth by o Sellsburg neighbor, Red Dondey, an

L_snniere c:]rln,r W el i ':ln the West Virginia Sports |lall of Fame and the West Virginia
Unaversity Spors Hall of Fame,

team All-WVC as a freshman, ) ] ] Ed Pastilong {Athlete - 1960s)

Eads 1hus became a rare first weam all-conferenge player in all four seasons he compeled - . o . . ) X
av bizh school and college, He's a mensher of the St. Claiesville High School Athkete Hal Fd Pastilong (Moundsville High School. Class of 1961). The 6-fook-1, 165-
of Fame. His family settled in the Tampa, Fla., arca snd be ts deceased paund Trojan guarterback st school passing records as one of the earliest 2.000-

yard career pussers in Ohio Valley history.

Plaving QB and middle lincbacker. he led the “Trojans 10 a 23-5-2 theee-vear
record. | [ Hi-game career passing marks = all schoal records — were rare for
that run-mmncked erae 124 completions o 238 auempis for 20635 yards and 24
touchdowns with only seven nlerceptions. As o sepior on an 8- 2 recond fean,
lositg cmly 1o WV Class AAA champron Wer and unbeaten OVAC 3 titlist
Marting Fesry, Pastilong completed 33 of 108 acrials for 10T and ulso rushed
for siv scores. Against Maeshall County mival Benwaood Umon. he compleled
vight ol nine passes with three TDs. Veteran Trygan coach Charley Helinsks said “he is the best
passer Moundsville ever had.”

Pastikng was highly Bononed as o semior, e camied first leam honors on three magor selections;
AWV Class AN Al-Valley "Big School”™ and AFOVAC Class AAAL As o Junior, he was

Madley ~Big School ™ and merion on AlLOVAC 34 ad AW Va, Class
He port letterman in foothall. basketball and Baseball and eamed baseball ALI-W My
Nau's 253 panl was ops i the Ohio Vadkey Targest Class ANA el led all mention, the only honur roll for the spring sport at the tme. Alse, outside of schoul, he won a Tr-
OV players with an 8375 e theow percestage. St Giolden Gloves bosig title

lna h) ped match up between Central and Beflare St Joha s, led By charter OVAC Hall of Pastuhng camed o v.lml'mhlp 1o West Vieginia L' along with two of bus backBeld mates — Ml
Famer Alan Homyak, the Cemril ace sconed o personal-high 39 por s lx.iur\ el o Inu 4| Clege and Tor Yeer — and staned oa the 4-1 record freshman tcam, e starred m the s pring
wilh Central leadisg e the fourth penod. Homyak led a S1. Joha's 1 s mn wan and seoned H Blue-Colkd Giane where he fed an upset win over lh upperelassmen by accounting for three TIN
Reres. and uppeared pised o compete for a starting job as a sophotone

Naw's st chenshed hotor was being named w the West Virginia "™ Al-See 1 Hensever, | rhifer separation forced a red-shirt season in his see s limited in
rereht pli seleeted repardless ol v pracicy disconimied a few vears Iater). He was 1 e o e vansicy althouph he letlered fwo yeaes. Inhis sophomere season, he scaned a 38-7
a two-time honoree on l-| All-Valley *Big Sehool™, AN-City sod AW v, € ‘atholie select ver Fumman and completed 3 of 18 passes for 197 yards and theee TDs. I tbe opening game
in Central’s final season before joining the Secondary School Activitics Commission and he was | as a junior. e passed foe twa Ts ina 2010 win over Richmond.

ALLOVAC Class AAA st leam captaim as a senior, Nau. the s Catbodic scorer s the slaty Prolessionally. e coached at Salem College from 1969-75 Iwelore joining the WVU Ahletic
wis caphain of the All-State parochial selections.bHe also was a two-time Al-W.Va, Casliolic | Department fo stant a 3-year carcer jbcluding the linal 20 years as Athletic Director, the longest
Toumnament pick, As a junior on a runner-up feam. he tied for the 1oumament high scorer with | tenore in WV history.

Rick Nau (Athicete - 1960s)

Rick Naw iWheehng Central High School, Class of 19693, The $-foot:
10 three-year Maroon Knight puard betered <onwe ol the Central scoring
records set by OVAC Hall of Famer Dick Miller while earing every
eligible all-star fionor as a junior and senicr

As 4 senior, e scored 536 poinls in 22 zames for a 253 average to break
Mitler's sendor mark of 244 set i 1932, the year Miller was selecied the
state all-ctass Player of the Year by the W Vo Spomts Wrilers Assogiation

63 points an three games ingliding a tourney kigh 26 in the Tinals vs, Charleston Cathelic. As a e wis selected by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans as “Man of the Decade™ for the 1490s
seaor, he had the oumey zame Eu*__h of 27 vs. Charleston Cathulic. anel For a special sward, "Ohio Valley Aanbassador”™ my 20100 He 1s i the WYL Sports Tall of Tamwe
Naw signed a schalarship witl Old Domiision Uiiversay in Norfolk, Vi where he was i three- | and the the W Vo, Sports Hall of Fame

vear varsity regular alier starting on the Treshman eam. He was wam co-capiain sefvien and After WV retirement, he joined West Libery U as Chae Tor the Athletic Campagn &
aamed the school™s 1973 ~Male Athlete of the Year™ As a sophomore. he fielped the Monarchs Institwtional Advancement

advanee to the NCAA Division I national tithe pame where they fimshed runnerap 1o Evansvalle
Tnel k. He wis narmed 10 the South Atkantic Repional Al Towrnament teams as a sophiomore and
senior. He avernged in dewble figures all gy varsity seasons; 10,1 a5 a senior, [1.3 a5 a funior
and 0.5 as o sophomone Career-wise. b seored | 028 points tn 81 varsity pames and dished nut
A28 ansasts. Elis e highs were 25 v M SE AMans and 24 vs Virgsia Tech and Fayenevills
St
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Rudy Jovicic (Athlete - 19705)

Rudy Jovicic (5hadyside High School. Class of 1976). Jovicic was a
three-sport performer at Shadyside, competing in baseball, football and
track. Ele was nothing short of sensational in the later two.

Jovicic was the unquestioned premicr hurdler in the Ohio Valley dur-
ing his Fleming Ficld days. As a senior, his hurdling prowess helped the
Tigers of Tom Vichich lay claim to the state Class A championship. the
first Eastemn Ohio boys” track team to tum that trick.

In the state meet Jovicic finished runner-up in both the high hurdles
and fow hurdles. He was nipped in both races by Roland James. a future
University of Tennessee defensive back and first-roend draft choice of the
New England Patriots. He also anchored a state-placing relay 1eam.

Jovicic tied the all-time Chio Valley standards in both hurdle events. He clocked a sizzling
4.2 in the huighs and 19.5 1n the lows.

The [ntelligencer named Jovicic co-captain of the 1970s Ohio Valley All-Decade track
team, along with Bridgeport's Craig Miller.

Javicic was also 2 gridiron star. He was a two-tme All-OVAC and All-Valley honoree. The
170-pound running back gamered some 700 infantey stripes and 11 TDs as a senior while
also catching 12 passes for 206 yards and two more scores

Jovicic also enjoyed a long career as a prep grid coach. He was head coach at Bridgeport
High for three seasons afier serving as a Bulldog assistant, He has also assisted with the grid
program at his alma mater,

Janis Trupovnieks (Athlete - 19705)

JFanis Trupovaieks (Cadiz High School. Class of 1977), Trupoviieks was
big in stature and equally as big in athletic production. The 6-7, 255-pounder
was a two-way force on the gridiron while also etching his name amongst
the elite weightman in srack and field.

Trupovnieks helped Coach Ron Pobolish’s grid team enjoy great success,
starting three years as a (wo-way lackke

The Cardinals went 18-1-1 in Trupovnieks® final two years. losing (0 and
tying St, John Central. The Cards bagged the GVAC 2 A utke in his junior
campaign.

He eamed a plethora of grid honors. including AP Eastern District
Lineman of the Year as a senior en rouwe 1o gamering all-Chio and all-OVAC plaudits, He
recorded 67 tackles, 31 assists and covered two fumbles as a senior

Trupovnicks was also an accomplished kicker, making 42 consecutive PATS over a two-year
span. He also booted feur field geals as a senior.

Trupovnicks used his lanky frame 1o the uimost ability inn teack, The All-Valley honoree
captured Cadiz High's first-cver state track title by winning the Class AA discus crown via his
prodigious toss of 165-3. At that time it was the third best toss in Ohio Valley annals

As might be expected. Trupovnicks was an inside force in hoops. The three.year regular
was a first-team All-Valley Small Schoot selection and AlL.OVAC honoree as a senior after
averaging 17 points per contest
__ Trupovnieks was a nationally recrwited football recruit. and he opied for the University of

Kelly Swierkos (Athicte - 1980s)

Keily Swierkos (Bishop Donahue High Schoal, Class of 1986).
Swierkos was a pioneer in the art of dominating pitching in the OVAC
She was nothing short of tremendous on the hill

During her prep days, West Virginia had just one classification for girls’
softball. Despite being one of the smallest schools in the state, the Lady
Bishops rode Swierkos' talented right arm to unparalleled heights

Bishop Donahue finished third in the state in her freshman season
Ihe next two years, Swierkos hurled the Lady Bishops 1o the top of the
mountamn as they claimed a pair ol state championships

Swicrkos' senior season was a biiersweet one. She battled injuries the
second half of the season. but sitll managed o eamn the mound win in the state openee. As
fate would have it, the ailing Swierkos was unable 10 take the circle in the remainder of the
double-elimination tournament and the Lady Bishops did not win again

She finished her remarkable carcer with an eye-popping 63-6 record. Of those wins. eight
came via the no-hitter vanety.

She was accorded first-team all-stare and ali-OVAC plaudis her final two campaigns

Swierkos was also a siellar hoopster. She finished her basketball career with | 009 points,
In an era when there was no three-point field goal, She also established school carcer records
in rebounding and assists and was a first-team all-staie basketball honoree as a seqior

Swierkos also delivered m quality fashion in the classroom, She graduated with a 385
GPA on a 4.0 scale. She also headlined The Intelligencer’s All-Ohio Valley Scholar-Athlete
honor roll.

T He was a two-year letterman for the Vols. starting as a senior on an 8-4 team which
defeated Wisconsin 28-21 in the Garden State Bowl

Paul Hoover (Athiete - 1990s)

Paul Hoaver (Sicubenville High School. Class of 1994). Big Red has one
of the richest baseball waditions in the Ohio Valley and this former all-Ohioan
helped to form that tradition dunng his four years.

Playing for head coach Fred Heatherington, Hoover was a three-year regu-
lar Tor Steubenville, helping 10 lead it to the state tournament as a sophomore.
back te the regional as a junior and three OVAC tites.

As a senior, Hoover had his most productive season. He bated 434, scor-
ing 30 runs and driving in 32 more. He had 15 doubles, two tnples and a
home run.

Following that season. he was named Division 1 Eastern District Player of
the Year, first-tearn all-OVAC and first-team atl-Vatley, He played in the Ohio Mizuno All-S1ar
Series and was chosen for the Sun Bett Classic in Oklahoma,

Hoover exploded onto the prep bascball scene tn 1992 when he baned 366 with six doubles,
three home rens, a tripke and 21 RBI.

As a junior. Hoover baned .270 with 16 runs scored and 14 RBI, He had five doubles, a triple
and 2 home run.

For his career, he finished with a 369 average. 64 runs and 67 RBI

Hoover was drafted in the Major League Baseball Drafi in 1994 by the Houston Astros. but
elected to attend Kent State University where he carned three letters as the starting catcher.

As a Golden Flash, Hoover played in 158 games, batting 269 with 86 runs scored, 87 RBI, 23
doubies, 12 home runs and four triples.

Following his junior season. Hoover was dratted it the 23rd round by the Tarpa Bay Rays and
he elected 1o sign. He played professionally from [997 until 2010 and played in 40 major league
garmes, batting .250 with eight RBI and five doubles Hoover appeared in the big leagues with
the Rays, Florida Marlins. Philzdelphiz Phillies and Boston Red Sox. He was the bullpen caicher
for the Phuilies in 2009 when they won the World Series.

Along with his baseball exploits, Hoover was a staidout basketball player for Steubenville He
scored 1,186 points, which ranks séxih all tinwe at Big Red, He averaged 16.5 points a game in his
carcer. He was an all-OVAC and all-Valley performer multiple times.

Jamie Taylor (Athicte - 19805)

Jamie Taylor (Edison South High School. Class of 1989). Taylor played
his fiest three prep years at Jefferson Union before consolidation changed the
fandscape to Edison South

He was a baseball and basketball standoul, eamning all-OVAC honors
in both sports. On the diamond. however. Taylor was nothing short of
sensational

As a senior, he was the OVAC “Player of the Year” to go with hus All-Chio
honors. That campaign saw Taylor slam [0 home runs. driving in 33 runs 10
g0 with a robust 540 bauing average

He was no slouch on the mound, either, recording a 5-2 record with 47 Ks
and a 2.11 ERA in his final campaign.

Taylor's junior season was Just as produciive, batting 575 with 10 homers and 46 RBI, He
was also 7-4 on the hill, recording 84 strikeouts in 47 innings of work.

He ended his Edison baseball career by establishing a new Chio Valley standard with 32
home runs,

Taylor’s athletic exploits were almost as productive on the hardwood. The 6-2 guard ended
his Edison South days with 1.439 points. He averaged 22.1 ppg as a senior.

Taylor's stellar baseball drew the atiention of Division | college coaches from across the
nation. He opted 10 stay close 1o home, signing with The Ohio State University and he enjoyed
a sparkling three-year stay with the Buckeyes before heading off 10 the pros.

As a freshman. Taylor led OSU with seven home runs and was named to the Big Ten All-
‘Tournament Team as the Buckeyes claimed the conference crown and placed third in the
Midwest Regional,

As a junior, he was tabbed first-tcam all-Big Ten as a third baseman. It was a campaign in
which he barted .382 with 36 walks.

Such suceess resulted in Taylor being chosen by the Cleveland Indians in the fifth round of
the 1992 MLB Drafi. He played seven seasons in the minors., topping out in Class AAA in 1998
before retiring, He batted .275 in 690 minor league games.
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Mike McLeod (Athlete - 1990s)

Mike McLeod (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1992) There’s not a
sport you can name that this former Patriot wouldn't have shined in had he
opted to play.

In the three he did play — football. basketball and baseball — he made a
lasting impression on Park and Ohio Valley history.

Football is where McLeod probably made his biggest impact, playing quar-
terback and linebacker. He helped guide the Patriots to the Class AAA state
champicnship game in 199 where they fell to Capital, 15-14, in overtime.
Defensively, Mcleod was one of the Patmots” leading tacklers for three consecu-
tive seasons, As a senior. he recorded 49 tackles, two sacks and recovered two
fumbles. From his quarterback spot, McLeod threw [1 touchdowns, He shared the offensive spot-
light. that season. with eventual Kennedy Award winner, Boogie Johnson, who ran for 2.000 yards.

McLeod's season didn 't go urmoticed. He was first-ieam all-state. all-GVAC and all-Valley and
attracted the eyes of college recruiters. He had scholarships offers from the likes of West Virginia,
Indiana, Marshall and others

However, MclLeod's ullimate passion licd with baseball where he was a two-year standout as an
outfielder. He batted 490 as a senior. which was the second best in the Ohio Valley, regardless of
class. He had 42 hits. seven doubles. a triple and three home runs. He drove in 20 and scored 28 runs
Again, he was recognized as first-team all-state in Class AAA, all-OVAC and all-Valley.

On the basketball court. Mcl.eod was a point-guard [or the Patriots for three years. helping 10
lead them 1o the state tounament twice. He finished his career with | 230 points and averaged 21 7
points and [! rebounds per game as a senior. McLeod was a first-team all siate sefection and was
also first-team all-OVAC (three times) and all-Valley (twice).

Despite the college foorball offers, McLeod opied for baseball right owt of high school. Although that
didn’t pan out and he eventually enrolled at Youngstown State and joined the football 1eam. He was a
member of the Penguins” Division T AA national championship squad in 1994, playing for Jim Tressel

A member of the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame, he is currently the Patriots™ head baseball
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Brittany Hocker Athlete - 20005)

Brittany Hocker (Bridgeport High School. Class of 2004y, The
Bridgeport Bullet. as she was nicknamed during her prep rack and ficld
days. set the standard for female sprinting in the Ol Valley and the
state of Ohuo.

Hocker burst onto the scene in 2000 when she won the 200-meter dash
al Dayton™s Weleome Sladivm as a freshman: Earlier in that state meet,
she Mnished second in the 100-meter dash.

Thatr [0-meter race proved o be the final g she lost in that event
for the remainder of her prep carcer. Hocker was unduetented during her
sophomore. junwr and senjor seasons in the short sprint. Privcr 1o the stale
final. she had been unblemished as a freshru. o

As @ sophomore, Hocker notched her first stale chimpionship i the
settled for second i e 2080

Hocker was a four-lime OVAC Class TA 100-mewer dash champros and three-time Class
1A 200-meter champion. Though she never ran the race in the postseason, Hocker was a
three-lime OVAC Class 1A 400-meter chamgeon.

As a prep sprinter, Hocker's personal best i the 100 was 1181 seconds. That stomd as a
stale record i Division [H untl 2001, Her mark, which was set during her senior season
stell stands s a state mect record,

Her 200 personal best tune of wstate nreet record, She sel that in 2004 when
she completed her second conse ¢ Sprinl sweep.

After high school, Hocker opted 10 continge her srack and field career at the Eniversity
of Akron where she put forth an impressive career, carning all-Mid American Conference
honers. She was the MAC Indoor and Outdoor conference champion in the 200 in 2008
She set the Akron school record indoor for the 400 and placed in both the 100 wwl 300 in
05 as o rug Mreshman. As a collegiate runner. Hocker Tocused more on the H00 and <el
the Akreon record Tor hash indeor and ouldoor competition with times of $4.3% (indourt and
54.22 rowtdoor.

Along with track and fiekl. Hocker 3
t.

1060 meters, bat

Isor earned letters during hee high school career in

o
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John Nese {OVAC Contribator) -

Joknr Nese (Eaa Pitshargl High School, Class of 1956} ‘Teacher
conch, .. official .. broadeaster. He's dene them all

While spenditg 54 vears in the edaeation Tield, Nese coached boys/girls
baskethall and baseball: followed that wp with a fine olficiating carcer and all
the while worked as a radia broadeaster.

In basketball. he began his eoaching carcer at Follansbee 56, Anthony
(1960-61), winning the W, Vi Class B State Catholic Championship with
a 17-5 record. After swo vears (1961-63) as an assistnt a East Pittsburgh

High ~ his alma mater = he came 1o Steubenville Catholic Central whene he
coiched the boys” team 10 years (1963-73F with o [21-87 record: three see-
tional titles, three district titles and one OVAC champianship (197 3) when his squad compiled a
22.2 pverall record = the best in schoot lustory = fed by feflosw Hall of Famer Jim Wood.

He lawer retumed 1o thw hasdwood as the Steubenville Catholic girls” coach 1198790}, posting
2 56-10 record with twa sectionad titles: two OVAC erowns (1988 and 89+ and the school s best
reeord (21-2in "89),

He closed oul his hoops” coaching with the Indian Creek gunior bigh garls” wam (19952007
where he won an additional 116 gamus agamst 40 losses.

He was named Coach of the Year muitiple times in the Eastern Disteict and Distriet § and
tiected as the co-coach of the United Stnes All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Roundball
e in Pittsburgh.
ball, Nese coached Steubenville Catholic from §963.75 wah a sparkling 19777 record,
His teants won seven seetiosals, (ive districts ard one regional, finishing as the state unner-upy 1o
Shaker Heights in 1963, His 1974 squad posied a school-best 24-4 overall mark

After retinng lrom cotching, Nese wanted 1o reoain close to igh school athletics and becanie
it basebzllfsoftball umpire, He was a respected meenber of tha profiession as well. and was hon-
oreed 1o work 1§ conseeutive OHSAA Stake Softhall Tournaments. He also served as an instrue
tor with {he Steubenville Umpires Assoctation, Nese also had a 30-plus year career is 2 WSTV
radio plas by -play announeer and eolor commentator, working countless teotbale, basketball and
Amenican Legion baschall gamws,
s stslh Hall of Fame seleetion. He's alsa in the Ohio High School Baseball

W

Cl:

Ted Talkington (Athlete - 2005)

Ted Tatkington | Magnohia High School. Class of 2004). This Blue Eagle
product could samply scone the basketball during bis prep cancer.

Magnolin's all-time scoring leader fimshed Jus career with 2024 points,
which was more than 600 ponts better than his nearest competilor, As a
senor, Talkington scored at a 31 points per game chp. which followed up a
punior season i which be pourcd 29,5 points a conlest

During the 2003.04 campaigan. Talkmgton estabhished hes cancer-high poiat
total wath 43, As a senor, be shot 82 percent Tram the foul line and connected
on 64 three-pointers

Tatkinglon's pame wasa't lied o scoring, however, He also averaged
3.8 nssists, 5.5 rebognds and 2.7 sieals

Alang with feading the state i scorms twice, inchuding the 2002-03 season. he helped puide
les to the Class AA slate championshap By domg that. he becanwe just one ol five
Mountain State products wo accomplish the fean, joining the likes of Jery West, O, Mayo, Herbic
Brooks and Bl Maphis.

Talkington™s aforementioned cacecr-point twiak ranks 1610 in West Virginia history

He was a liest-wem all-state selection as both a junior and senior and caplained the wam buth
seasons, He was o second-leam all state ek afiee his senior season. He was also an all- OVAC
and all-Valkey performer. captaining the all-Valley team twice,

He also scored 20 points in helping West Virgioua mlly for a 92-82 victory m the Samuel A
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game,

After high school, Tafkington wirned down several collegiate olfers 10 aceept an academic
scholarshi and walk-on spot al West Virginia University. He played in 36 games during his career
with the Mountitingers and letiered twice, He was o member of WVUs National Invitationa
Toumament chamyronship wam in 2007

He opted nat to play baskethall durig his linal season of eligibality electing o enroll in medica
school after graduating with o degeee in chemistry with a 4 0 gradve point average

Along with his basketball prowes: Ikinglon was a standow for the Blue Eagles™ foolbal
Leam. He was twice named all-OVAC 1 fimst-leum selection as a juier and honorable menton

Bob Koch ©vac vamily)

Bob Koch (John Mardhiall High School, Class of 19711, Back in 2008 when
he retered from Cameron High Schook, Koch offered a tellimg quote: "Ny
poal has always been t leave this o better place than it was whee | fownd ie”

tn Koeh's case. everywhens hes been and everyone he’s known has been
better for it .and hal certainly includes every cormer of the Ohio Valley
Athtletic Conlerence,

His associition with the conference dates back to 1981 whuen began helping
with she hands-on cateulitions of the seos at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling,
Toumament, a rode he Tilled for te nest 30 years until the results were com-
puterized. At shat pount. he eeminued w assist by working the bullpen area, He receved the OVAC
Tourmament Service Award in 1998 and the OVAC Toumament Dincetor s Award o 2014,

Koch has been an the OVAC Executive Buoard — the governing body ol the bi-state conference
~sinee 1989 first as the Cliss A nepresengative and then as the Game Dircetor of the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Crame.

I's m that role — one he assumed in 2001 - that he has shined above all others due o the vast
undertaking of the exent froot the selection of coaches and players. coordinating the week-long
cuntyy which is currently - Bethany Colleze 1o all of the game-related activities which ke plice
the week of The game

Respected For his opinivns and bis kiwwledge of (ke history of the conferenee, Koeh has also
been i member of the OVAC Hall ol Fame Committee and the OVAC Museum Comumiliee for
several years

Koch graduated rom West Virginia Universily and lawer obtained his master’s degree in math
cdueation there. He spent one vear it Marting Ferry High before moving on Lo Cameron where
he began a 33-vear cancer as a math wacher, He assumed the role of athletic director in 1989
and spent the neat 20 years guiding the Dragons” athletic programs to countless successes and
Facilities uparades before setiving in 2009, Koch also spent several years as an assistant wrestling
caich at CHS under the highly -suc

He served as co-chairman of the Friends of Caneron Football event for sis years, and wis a
special henoree of that grotp in 2015 For his contributions.

. .
Jimmy Mountain (Media)

Jawmes A, Jimmy ™ Mowntain (56, John Ceneral High School. Class of
19211, You might say he “loeked down [rom the mountain™ as Far as Ohio
Valley journalists weee coneerned.,

Mountam chronicled the events of the arei = both i and out ol the
athletic realm = with particufar emphasis on the Bellaire area. but e was
well-known up and dowt the river for his weiling style of aecentuating the
positve us wellas his legendary entertaining and informative colunims dur-
ing nearly ahalf century.

A twossport athletle (football and baskethatl) at S1. Joha's, he began his

Journalistic carees right ot of high school working for Greater Wheeling
Hoene Talk and the Aartins Ferey Daily Times. He served as Sports Editor tor whal became

The Tirnes Leader unul e was called imo military seevice in 1941 during World War 11, and
upon his retarn he began a lengthy teioee as head of the Bellaire Burcau of thal newspaper.
Although his primary focus shifted 10 news, he continued (o cover sporting events and was a
fixture at Nelson Field tootball games involving both Bellaire and St John Central under media
legends Ml Van Home and Cal Poka

A ameur bover and a talented softhall pitcher, Matmtaie had a lhfe-long passion Tor
Amcerican history. He was a menmber of Sigma Delta Chi = journalisan’s honorary [rateraity -
and received several honors including the Girst Man of the Year from the Betlare Lodge 310
Chechoslovak Society of America; the Citizen of the Year Trom the Bellaire Fraternal Order
of Paliwe Associates, and was Labbed an honorary graduate ol Bellare High School and was
selected for that school’s Wall of Fame. He also served as Clerk of Council for the city of
Betlure. He passed away on July 24, 1988 at the age of 74

socintion (P91, the Bast Boros Chapler of the Pennsylv: Sports Hadl ol Fame
119865 the OHSAA Otficials Hall of Faw 119961: 1 Distrier 5 Basketball Coaches Association
Hall of Fanwe 12006): and the Francisean University Hall of Fame (2008).

L Pittsburgh (Pa) High, Nese was a theee-year lettermian and co-captain of the Class
B Pennsy v statle sunner-up. He araduared trom (e College of Stenhenville i 1960 where
he was a foursear leterman smd s member of the o -rsked small college baskethall 2eam
(1957380 and feam co-captasn as a senioe He obtained Fs master’s degree from the Cniversity
of Daston an 1974
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Stan Blankenship (Coach)

Stan Blankenship {Nicholas County High School, Class of 1968). He
put together a resume unrivaled by anyone in the girls® basketball coach
ing ranks. compiling a record of 542-240 during a career that began in ¥
1979 and continued unul his retrernent in 2081, Those lofty numbers
make him the all-time winningest coach in giris” hoops in bath the Ohio
Valley and the entire state of West Virginia

Blankenship’s Lady Monarchs reached the pinnacie in [982 when
they won the West Virginia Class AAA State Championship with AlE
American/OVAC Hall of Famer Amy Gamble as the star player.

He also led TMHS 10 West Virginia Class AAA runner-up finishes in 1992 and 1994, Under
fis puidance. JMHS won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns,

The Lady Monarchs also won mine OVAC champtonships under Blankenship's watch
(1981, °82.°83. "84, "85, *91_"04, 2000. 2002}, The five straight titles from 1981-85 marks
the longest consecutive string of girls” conference crowns recorded 1o date

Blankenship saw significamt changes in high school hoops dunng his coaching career
including the institution of the three-point hine: the use of a smaller basketball and the move
of girls® hasketball in West Virginia from fail to winter He coached an amazing 40 players
who weant on to play college basketball afier graduating from JMHS.

He also coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Classic several times and
received the OVACs Richard Saffield Girls® Basketball Coaches Award in 2003

Blankenship move to the area from Nicholas County where he was a multi-spont standout
tn high school.

That continued at the collegiate tevel when he attended West Virgiia Wesleyan College,
graduating in 1973 after amassing 2n unheard-of [3 varsiy letters {four in track, four in cross
country, four in baskeiball and one in footbkall)

Not surpnsingly, he was inducted into the West Virgima Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame
m 2012,

Tom West (Coach)

Fom West {Mannington High School. Class of 19571 When he made the
move 10 10 coach and teach at Valley High, West did so for the long haul,

After four years at Midview High in Grafion. Ohio, he came 1o Pine
Grove where he became a coaching insttution. guiding the Lumberjacks
football team for a wotal of 36 years over two terms - his first from 1971
2000 and then. afler a seven-year absence, he returned from 2008-2013,

Durmng his 40 years as a head coach. he amassed a record of 242-176-1
mcluding a 223-F51 mark at Valley,

West-coached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs 10
straight years from 1991-200 and finished as the state runner-up five times
(1993, 793,95, "96 and "98}. ths 1993-94-95 teams all went undefeated in the regukar season

The Lumberjacks won OVAC championships in 1995 and "97 and capiured the Mason-
Dixen Conference crown 10 times {[979, 85, 87, 89, 91,92, 9%, 94,95, 96 and 97)

West also served as an assistant basketbalt coach from 1971-83

The football field at VHS is named Tom West Field in his henor.

West received his bachebor's degree in Educarion from Fairmont State College in 1961 and
his master’s degree in Administration trom Akron Liniversity in 1971,

He began his teaching career in Midview in 1961 where he was an assistant basketball
and football coach and then the head football coach from 1967-70 before taking the job av
Valley High.

Dave Linn (Coach)

Dave Linn (Zane Trace High School. Class of 1971}, Linn made his
mark as the Buckeye Trarl High girls’ basketball coach for a decade
(1976-86). including am amazing four-year run of appearances in the
OHSAA State Tournament [ 1978-81)

Trail's 1978 squad posted a 22-1 overall record, defeating Smithville
(41:38) in the Class A state semifinals before falling to Ada (51-391 in
the championship game

The 1979 team reached the pinnacle. defeating Fort Loramie {36-38)
In the state semifinals and then downing Holgate {51-32} i the Class A
championship game to complete a 23-2 record season,

The Lady Warriors weren't finished. returning to the “Final Four™ in 1980 where the beal
Portsmouth Clay {59-44} in the semifinals before falling 1o Mansficld St. Peter’s (61-37 in
overtime) in the title game for a final 26-1 record: and then making it back to the champion-
ship game again in [981. opping Edgerton (T1-581 in the semis and losing another hean
breaker 154-52} to Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record

During his 10 years as the Tratl girls® coach, he compiled an impressive 211-37 record.
an 85 percent victory ratio, Trail alse won the OVAC Class A girls” championship in 1984
under Linn

After some ume off, he had a [2-year run as the Trail boys’ coach (1999-2010). amassing
119 wins including three or four sectional champronships and a disteict title/regional appear-
ance in 2009, Linn-coached boys' 1eams won the Pioneer Valley Conference title outright in
2003 and shared the crewn with Fronter and Shenandoah in 2010. The 2005 tcam also won
the OVAC Class 2-A crown.

Duning his career. Linn was selected “Coach of the Year™ at various imes in the Eastern
District and District 12 and he was selected 10 coach in the OHSBCA Nonh-South All-Star
Game in 1982

A charter member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996,
he's served as the Distnct 12 Basketball Coaches Association Secretary/Treasurer and as the
Pepsi/District 12 All-Star Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College,
he was District 12's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Honor in 2013 and was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Fame in 2015

Andy Cross (Omcial)

Andy Cross (Morgamown High School. Class of 1972). One of the more
recognizable officials of the Ohio Valley. Cross emjoyed a remarkable career
calling the action in baseball, basketball and later in volleyball

His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he
decided to follow in the footsteps of his father who had worked footbail,
basketball and baseball games i the Morgantown arca. with s young son
accompanying him to many of the events.

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond. Among the highlights were
23 regional and 3 staie tournament assignments in Ohio and [0 regionat
and 13 state tournaments in West1 Virginia. He also ampired the Mizuno
All-Star Series in Ohio eight umes. The final game of his career came in the 2013 West
Virginia State Tournament,

His basketball officiating spanned 31 years. On the Ohio side. he had 13 regional and three
state assignments in girls” hoops and seven regional assignments in boys’ hoops while in West
Virginia, he worked nine regionals and three state tournaments for the girls and 2 regionals
and two stale tournaments for the boys.

Cross was the 2009 recipiem of the OQVAC's Robert Dawson Officizls Award presented at
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Siar Basketball Classic and was honored with the District

Jay Handlan (athiete - 1940)

John “Jay'" Handlan (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1946), He
eamed 12 varsity letters in five sports for the Little Reds during three
years — three each in basketball, football and track, two in tennis and
one in swimming,

In baskerball, the 6-foot-2 forward camed All-City and Al-OVAC
largest Class AA and was all-siate mention. In football, he was a regular
end and punter. After high school, he served three years in the US. Army
before enrolling at Washingion & Lee University in Lexington, Va

Competing for W&L in the Southern Conference — then 2 major col-
lege basketball league which included West Virginia, Duke. Virginia. etc_. and others which
broke off and formed she Atlantic Coast Conference — he left his mark as one of the all-time
most prolific baskeball scorers in major college hisiory.

He became only the third major college player 10 score more than 2.000 career points by
capping his 94-game career with |5 points against WVU in his final game to reach 2,002, He
averaged 21.6 pounts for his career.

As a junior, he averaged 26.2 points 10 nose out WYU All-American Mark Workman for
second place nationally. He also led the nation in free throw shooting (86% | and set an NCAA
record with [8.for-13 aganst Virgima. He also scored a school, and Southern Conference,
record wrth §6 poinis (4% tn the first half) — then the third highest-ever major college mark
— against Furman. In that game, he took 71 goal attempts (making 30}, which remains the
oldest Division 1 NCAA record on the boaks.

Handlan earncd Helms Foundation All-America as a junior and was twice All-Southem
Conference. As a semior. he also became a kicker'punter for the football team and was offered a
tryout with the Cleveland Browns. He also lettered in track,

He was drafied by the NBA Indianapolis Qlympians, but opied 10 play in the National
Industrial Basketball League with the Akren Goodyear Wingfoots. He played four years and
was an NIBL All-Star tn 1934

In 2015, he was inducied into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame.

12 Basketball Coaches Assoctation “Official of the Year™ award in (997,

In the latter stages of his officiating career, he added volleyball to the mix and worked eight
years, including many games at the tournament level in both states,

In addition 10 his on-fiedd/court work, Cross also served as president, secretary, interpreter
and class instructor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice-president and
interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Basketball Officials. He was also a member of the
National Federation of Officials (NFOA) in both West Virginia and Ohio.

Cross was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 2010,

Eddie Becker (athlete - 1950s)

Eddie Becher (Wheeling High School. Class of 19504, A four-year Wildcat
basketball player, he was the most highly honored player on two teams which
played in West Virginia State Championship games in the large-school Class
A. As a junior, the *Cats finished state runner-up to Fairmont Senior, As a
senior, Wheeling capped a 25-0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame
coach Everett Brinkman with the [ast of five titles and a state (inals’ win
over Elkins. 53-50.

Becker. a two-time All-State Tournament pick. camed first team all-class
All-Siate as a senjor as well as All.OVAC largest Class A and All-City hon-

ors. He averaged 16.1 points as a junior and led the Cats as a senior with

more than 20 points a game — rare for that era. He scored 20 or more points seven times with
a high of 29 as Wheeling averaged &4 points per game. He also played football.

Recraited by West Virginia U., he left his mark on the WV U record books. The &-foot forward
led the freshman 1cam in scoring with a 25-point gait. The dead-eye jump-shooter lewtered three
Limes on the varsity and ended a 75-game career with 1,127 points {15 ppg} = the second most
in school history at the time, He averaged 18.7 as a senior when he was team MVP. He also
earned Akl-Southem Conference second team and was sclected 10 the All-SC Tournament weam.

At the time he graduated. he was one of 19 players listed on the All-Time WVU Team charts.
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Neil Habig iAthlete - 19505)

Neil Habig (Wheeling Cenmrab High School, Class of 19541 An
honored high school and college Tootball player. he competed longer in
major pro foatball than any Maroon Kright in history.

AS & prep senior. the Martins Ferey native carned {isst team all-siar
honors an every cligible selection — Afl-Valley “Big School™, All-
OVAC larg Jlass AAL and 1he fivesschool AlLCiey Team. Rated the

“best defensive end™ in OV by coaches who selected All-Vabley, the
two-way end and punter was the wp blocker on a run-oriented wm and
laded Tour wuchdown passes.
he 6-Toot, T9-pounder helped the Maroon Koights win their first-ever OVAC Class AA

largest class at the ame) ntle, with an 8-1 record. The fone loss was 13.7 10 1-0 record
Benwood Union, the OVAC Class A champion which linshed as the state runner-up

e earmed a seholarship 10 Purdue University where be played beth ways but was conven-
vd, on offense. from end to center. A three-yuar letterman and two-year starter at eenter-line
backer-defensive end, he was selected as team MVP as a senior on a roster which lezd 12 Ohio
Valley products inluding OVAC Hall of Fame honarees Nick Mumley and Kenny Mikes.

Habiz. a second team All-Big Ten Conference selection, played in the Sensor Bowl All-Star
game, He was deafied by the Cieeen Bay Packers. but opied for the Canadian Football League.

the plaved seven scasons (1958- a4 ax a cemter-linebacker with the chewan
Roughriders and was a dommant player i hes positson. Ele was a CFL All-Siar center m
1962, the fiest year this honor was awarded. and a Western Conterence All-Star siv ames
As o linebacker. he was noted [or his pass coverage and had 10 pass interceptons ncluding
sivin 1963,

n

Rob Munn Athicte - 196s)

h Schoel, Class of 1966), The three-sport
cord heir best combined fooballbasket:

Rob Munn {Brideeport g
standout helped the ISuII(Iu:_s
ball school year w hstory.

In football. the team captain and guarterback-delensive back led the
first perfect record (9-03 in schowsl history, Coached by Joe Ault. the
Bulldogs czlplurud the OVAC s AA iRl and were ranked No., S in the
fenal Oltio Class A poll by United Press Inematioial. Bridgeport capped
the perfecs s L1 win at rival Marlins Berry Tor only the
third win in 45 series games vs, the Purple Riders.

In basketball, the two-year weam captain anchored the schools i
ever unbeaten regular season team {1800 which captured an OVAC Class AA titke and was
runked No. 1o the Oho Ciass A poll by United Press International. Coached by OVAC
Hatl of Famer Frank Baster, the Bulldogs scored more than (00 points in live games and
won sectional and district crowns belore Tulling 1w Balion, 71-70. in the Camon Regional 10
finish at 23-1.

The 6 toot-1, 175-pound torwar! averaged 24.1 points and 12 rebounds a ganie as a semor
after sporting a 20-point norm s a junior

The senior was raaner-up for Ohio UPLCTass A Player of the Year to Kerry Myers of Celing
and earned linst tearn AN-Ohee from UPLand 1hird wam from The Associated Press. He also
wats twice an AlFOVAC selecton and an All-District honoree m Lastern Ohio,

Munn was also n pitcheran(icider on the Bulldogs™ baseball team,

The 2010 Bridgeport High Hall of Famw tnductee cametd a basketball scholarship o
Marshall Uneversuy where i was a three- -year varsity player afler averaging 9.3 points and
shoting 46.8 percent from 1l Moor on the freshman team.

.
Ben Wiley (athlcte - 19605)

Ben Wiley (Powhatan High School, Class of 1963), He Jed his seam 1o
ihe school's best-ever baskeiball season (20-1) and only unbeaten ¢ 18-0)
regular season in schorsl history.

The S« foot-9, F30-pound guard was a lowr-yveas player who seored nears
Iy 1.500 career points for the Indians, As a senior. he averaged 28 § pomts
a game and was oamed Ohio UPE Class A Player of the Year for the wam
coached by Lou Blumbing, later a fiead voach ol the Wheeling [ronmen pro
football wam, Wikey was 2 iwo-time AH-OVAC Class A choice and tabbed
ca-capiain as a senior and captain as a junior, The two-time All-District
honoree also was a ferse team AlEORio chosce by both The Associated
Press and United Press Biternationzl as a semor,

In 1963, the Indians shared the OVAC Class A crown with Paden Cuy and ended with a
20-1 record afier bowing 1o Strasburg, 73-61 in the Class A District Tournament.

10 baseball. he was a senior regular onabe second Indians” wam o win an Ohio tite. The
Indians advanced i the regional tournament abl foue vears (1960-631 during Wiley s cancer,
The 1963 team. coached by Vrank Bland, capped a 15-2 record season by winning the Ohio
Class A crown with a 3 championship game win over Dublin after downing Spencerville,
2-1. im the semifina

Wiley. a senior class president and honor student. attended Gannon College in Lrie. Pa..
and played basketball for four years. The playmaker averaged 10.6 points as a senior with a
high game of 28 poins, He scored 896 poims in his career and was inducted into the Gannon
‘~.|:un~ Hall of Farue in 1986,

After graduation, he remained in the Erie area aod becane a civic leader who was recog-
nized muidtiple times including the naming of a public building after him. He died in 2004,

Jim Wood (Athiete - 19704)

Jim Wood (Sweubenville Catholic Censrak High School, Class of 1971
This Crosader was one of the most dominant basketball big men he
OVAC during the carly 19705, The talented 6-Toet, 9-inch post help o
carry Catholic Central to its Tinst OVAC hoop crown, wming the #rick
1973 in Class ANA = the largest classitication at that time, The Crosaders
went 22-2 that season. winning secional and district titles along the way

Hy averaged 20 pomls and 15 rebounds a pame as a sentor. Those num
bers. combined with e wam’s suecess. camed him firsc-eam afl-Obio
UPL and second-teamy AP all-state aceolades (o go with all-lastern District
plavdats.

He sweas named fiesteam all-OVAC as a junior and senior, named a co-captain in 1973, In
addition, ong Florda newspaper tabbed im as honorable mention All - Aorerican as a senior,

Waool was also o two-year lenerman in baseball tor Caholic Central,

Hlis superd Barhwod exploits caraed kim a scholarship 1o Georgea Tech, where e became
a four-yuar regular at center ad wis the team's feading scorer his first theee years (110,150

7y and second on the team as a seniar (14,13, e alse led the 1eam in sebounds two
is carevr lotals ingluded 1459 points and 74 rebounds
retit Tech Hallof Fame in 983, just eight years afier carn-

ing his degree from the school. Atter his collegiate carcer. Wood played basketball in South
America for 12 years,

The Sweabenville Catholic Central Hall of Famer stll resides in ihe Ohiv Valley and is an
OVAC basketball official.

Jim Woofter (Athiete - 19705)

Jim Woofter (Oak Clen Eligh School. Class of 1973). He camed the
hanor of becoming 1w first Golden Bear athlete 10 attain All-American
honers, earsing those plaadits for his grid greainess at lincbacker. center
and fullback,

The 62, 225-pounder was a two-time first-team all-stae. all.OVAC
and all-Valley honoree, As a senior, he was captain of the all- Valley ~lhig
School™ defensive team and runner-up for the Flunt Award, emblematic
of the staie’s top lineman

As a senior, he recorded 126 rackles, 49 assists. five fumble recoveries
and forced six fumbdes in hielping the Gelden Bears to a 7-3 record, The werawious defengder
registered 86 solo Lackles, 46 assists, eight lagkles for losses, (hree fumble recoveries and fonr
IRWCTCEPLONS 48 3 junior.

Woofier's sparkling Tootball exploits carned him Al American honors trom Coach &
Athfete and Scholastic Coaelr magazines

Eis prep football success auracted recrutiers from all the magor schoots, and Woolier opred
for the Universiy of Fennessee. [ proved o be a good cheice as be was a three year letlermim
and twosvear starter al defensive tackle for the Volunigers,

Flis aghlene sucoess was not bmited 10 st the gridiron. As a senior, he was state st
put champion at Ok Glen with a 32 foot, Tonch effort. and he also won the OVAC Class
AAA shot put crown. Wooller was also a loree in weestling . He was the OVAC runner-up at
heavyweight as a senior.

Kim Augur (alete - 198¢

Kim Awpgur (st Liverpool Tligh School, Class of 1983, Her most
impressive claim w fame is winmag the OLISAA Class AAA J00-meter dash
stale championship as a senior in 34,87 seconds. She missed the stare record
by a mere onc-enth of a second. Later on in thay same state meet. Augur
clatmed the silver medal in the 20G-meter dash (25 18)

This Potter wrack great still holds the Chie Valley record 1y the 400 me
a¢ 3487, She alse established school records in the 1000 (12 31 and 200
24.36). the fater sull ranking as the second-best i vatley ustory behind
e 24,23 wirned i years later Bridgeport's Brittany Hocker. also an OVAC
Hall of [Famer

Augor s also a member of the Potters” school-record 4x400-meter relay
seam which wrned a4 110 clocking during her juneor campaign.

Her achivvements carned her a arack schelarship w The Ohio State University:

Augur was no onesspart wonder, She was also a 1afented basketball player for East Liverpool,
varning first-ream all-OVAC honors as a junior and senior.

\ugar was anducted o tee Fast Liverpoal Hegh Aabdete TGl of Fame in 1995,

Dave Delande (Amlete - 1950%)

Bave Detande (51 Clairsville High School, {2lass of 19821 This wrestling
ereat disunguished himselt both on the prep and coflegiate levels.

His Red Devits” mat earcer was nothing short of sensational, He finished
with o stethie 136 10-1 record. dn the process, Delacle was o three-time
OVAC champion, e was alse the runner-up as a freshman,

Delande was also a munner-up ai 1he OFS AA State Wresting Championships
s 1532 pound jumor andd he placed (th ac 138 pounds as a senior.

He contmued s weestling areatiwess at West Libenty under the nurturing
of Jegendary coach Vince Manseau

Delande was a three-tinwe NALA All-American for the Hilltoppers, achieving the feat in three
difterent weight divissons. He was sevemhoat I-l” fourth ar 150 and national runner-wg at 158,

His four war“[ record was arkling 96-2

He still ranks in the tap 10 in cight Hedltopper all-lime mat records
near Eadls. 3-point near falls, reversals, wam esints, wing and best winning percentage.

Just as impressively, Detinde afso was 1he Hilhopper wrestling program’s first. Academic
All-American. carming back-to-back academic Jaurels i 1985 and 1986, He wais wsa three-
e ek caplain,

He was inducted o the Wess Libenty Univers
hix West Liberty diploma, he beeamwe a CPA

hutouts, 2-point

c Athletic Hall of IFame in 2010, Alier gaining
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Jodi Bates (Athlete - 19905)

Jodi Bates |Meadowbrook High School. Class of 1999} Speed 10
bumn. That's exactly what this former Colt possessed as it penained o
track and field.

A standout sprinter for the Colts. Bates shined in the 100- and 200-
meter dashes, winning 10 state medals during her career

Bates burst anto scene in a big way as a freshman, placing second in
both the 100 (12,32} and 200 (23,12} at the Division U state meet. She
didn ‘'t slow down from there.

As a sophomore, Bates won her first siate championship. blazing 1he
Ohio Stadium track to a 24.87 1o capture the 200-meter dash. She also finished second in the
100 1237} for the second straight season

Bates broke through and climbed to the 1op of the state podivm in the 100-meter dash

finished second in the 200 (25,25} and ran a leg on the fifth-place 4x 100 (50.81) and eighth
place 4x400 squads.

During her senior campaign, Bates ran consistently under the coveted 12-second barrier,
She successfully defended her 100-meter tite (12.10) and anchored the fifth-place 4x100
150.33) during the first state meet at Dayton’s Welcome Stadium.,

En route 1o the state competition, Bawes won 14 OVAC championships. including four
straight 100- and 200-meter titles, She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional champion-
ships during her career. while running a personal best time of 1195, which still stands as
Meadowbrook"s all-time best and is the second-best in Chio Valley history,

Adter her prep career. Bates signed to run at Wheeling Jesuit University. She competed jusi
one season before developing an injury, which proved to be career ending. She awempted a
comeback after transferring 1o Muskingum Universily, but the injury was simply oo much
10 overcome.

While on the track is where Bates made her mark. she also lettered twice in basketball and
was an honorable mention all-league selection.

Matt Powell (Athlete - 19905)

Mast Powell (Bamesville High School, Class of 1990). This former
Shamrocks didn’t just score the ball. he filled it up every night during
an impressive four-year carcer with 2,174 career points (still in the top
30 all-time in Ohig),

Powell helped lead the Shamrocks to their first wrip to the Ohio Sweet
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 points per game cn
Toute io first-team all-Chio accolades by both The Associated Press and
United Press Itemational,

UPI seiected him as its Division 111 state player of the year, a worthy
honor when you consider he scored 760 points that season. connected on
60, three-point goals and was 168-0f-203 from the foul line That senior-year explosion fol-
lowed a junior season in which he scored 62] points and his 36 “treys™,

Powell made an immediate impact for the Shamrocks. He scored 282 points as a freshman
and then realty took off, pouring in 310 points as a sophomore

His presence is still felt at Bamnesville. He owns three of the 10p four poimt Loals ever
recorded at Barnesville. His single-game high of 43 ranked third and his 60 bonus baskets
rank second ail-time. Powell's career peints and free throws made (411} are school records

Along with being recognized as all-Ohio. Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio
North-South All-Star Games. He was the captain of the all-OVAC Class AAA team, Eastern
Dhistrict Player of the Year, District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valley Big
School team. He was selected 1o the Districs |2 Basketball Coaches Associanon Hall of
Fame in 2010,

After his prep career, Powell originally went to the Air Force Academy, but transferred back
to Rio Grande College and etched his name into its lore.

He scored 2.367 career points at the college level. which is second tn Rio Grande history 1o
only Bevo Francis. He led Rio Grande 10 the NATA National Tournament in Tulsa, Oklahoma
during his senior season, He was a three-time all-Mid Chio Conference selection. a two-time
all-District 22 honoree and a NAIA All-Amencan Honorable Mention choice after the 1992
93 campaign. As a senior at Rio Grande, Powell, who battled a fool injury during his junior
campaign. scored 705 points and served as a co-capiain.

Zach Amedro (Ahlete - 2000s)

Zach Amedro (John Marshall High School. Class of 2005). The Ohio
Valley has produced several prolific passers in 11s history. This former
Monarch is near the 1op in every passing category there is.

As a senior. Amedro finished fourth in the balloling for the Kennedy
Award and was a first-team all-state selection after putting forth one of the
maost prolific statistical seasons in hisiory. He completed 188-0f-289 pass-
es for 2.939 yards and 33 touchdowns, 11e also ran for six touchdowns.

That completed a brilliam three-year stint as quarterback in which he

threw for more than 6,000 yards and 53 1ouchdowns, He completed 426-
of-7¢1 career passes.

Along with his stare-wide honors, Amedro was named All-OVAC and was the offensive
captain of The Tntelligencer 's Alb-Vatley team. tn 2002, he was the newspaper’s “Sophomore
of the Year.™

Afier originally attending then FC8 member Appalachian State, Amedro transferred back to
the Ohio Valley and had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he iwice finished as run-
ner-up for the Harlan Hill Award, which is the Division IT equivalent to the Heisman Trophy.

Amedro set Division 11 passing records for yards {14,733} and completions (1,079}, His
thirty 300-yard passing games were also the best in Division 11 history,

in feading 1he Hilltoppers 1o the NCAA Division If playotfs as a senior, Amedro finished
329-0f-485 for 4,058 yards and 38 touchdowns in 10 games, He had a season-high eight
ouchdowns and 44 completions,

During Amedro’s junior season. the Hulitoppers won the WVIAC tle and qualified for the
playoffs, avenging their only koss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro

Amedro was twice named WVIAC “Player of the Year™ and was a first-lcam Division 11
All-American and second-ream Small College All-American by The Associated Press.

Kacie Vavrek (aumiete - 2000s)

Kacie Vavrek {Bellaire High School, Class of 2002}, You name the sport
and this former Big Red shined brighly.

A four-year Jetierman in three spons, Vavrek left her biggest marks on the
basketball court and on the track.

In basketball. Vavrek scored in bunches. She finished her prep career with
1.631 points, which at the time of her graduation was 1ops amongst Bellaire
females. It’s since been broken by her sister. Ashley,

During her setior season, Vavrek led the area in scoring at 23.9 potnis
a game. She was named frsi-team All-Ohio, All-District 12, AlLLOVAC,
Eastern District “Player of the Year™ and finished fourth in the voting for
Ohio’s Ms. Basketball

Vavrek 100k pant in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC All-Star Game. She
led the South squad with 20 points in thai contest.

As a junior, Vavrek scored at an OV-best 22.7 points per game clip. She was named first-
team All-Ohio, All-Easiern District, All-District 12, All-OVAC and captained the Al-Valley
team.

On the track, Vavrek was one of the arca’s all-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers.
Vavrek finished her prep career with 10 state medals. Taking that a siep further, she won a
trio of state championships.

Afler reaching the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore 10 come up short.
Vavrek broke through as a junior by winning the state title. She was fourth in the low hurdies
and fifth in the high jump that season as well.

As a senior, Vavrek went double-gold. She defended her high hurdle vitle and added the
lows, which was an event she didn’t compete in often early in her career, She was a four-time
placer in the high jump. Vavrek's personal-best time of 14.53 had been the valley's all-time
best,

Along with her staie suceess, Vavrek was a four-dime OVAC high hurdle champion. All
old, she won or played a role in 11 conference arack titkes and helped the Big Reds elaim
two leam crowns,

Wavrek was also a standout in volleyball, She was chosen as All-OVAC and played in both
the District 12 and OVAC All-Star Games.

Vavrek was named the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Female Athlete of the Year for 2002.

With opportunities 10 run track or play hoops. Vavrek elecied o continue her roundball
career at Kent Suate University. She was a four-year player for the Flashes and started in 22
games durtng her career.

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of

Dr. Nick Trombetta

Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District
Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa.

“As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unigue role that this conference plays in the lives of the member
schools’ studeni-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded-
icated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame
is providing an opportunity 1o recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and
motivate today's athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure 10 play a small part in your continuing success.”
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Class

2017
OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Ross Stoltz (OVAC Contributor)

Ruoss Stoltz (Naponee High School (Nebraska). Class of 1965), He
s Deen a e Triend and supporter of 1he conference. most evident
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC MeDonald's All-Star Band which
vatertaing the crowd during pregame and halltime at the annozl QVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game cach July. The band features
some of the best musicians Trom schools throughout the conferenee who
come together for a week prior 1 the game and never disappoint with a
speetacular performance.

Under Stoltz” eadership, McDonald's alse is a sponsor of the OVAC
Kick-OfT Classic: the West Virginia “Super Six™ State Foothall Championships which have
beeone a fixtore at Wheeling Island Stadium: and has a sieong local invelvement with many
area schoals including band sponsorships, stadium banners, scorcboards and yearbooks as
well as L[Oll.lllllg tor arca track meets and baseball events,

MeDonald's is also a yearly sponsor of the highly-regarded “Beast of the East™ suwmmer
basebatl wurnament which bas become a summertime staple in the Ohio Valley: a2 major
sponsor o the area’s prefessional hockey team — the Wheeling Nailers: an donales annually
to the local YMCA,

Stoltz personally presents Tocal nominations 1o athleles Tor the prestigious MeDonalds
High School All-American Classic.

He began his career with McDonakds in 1963 a5 a 1 7-year old crew member. Afler serv-
ing in lln U.S. Army (1967-70) and attending the U[ll\-L‘r'\ll} ol Nebraska (Class of 1973
he retuened 10 MeDonald's i various unpuclncs starting i 1974 and since 1996 has been
the Owner/Operator of 10 Melonald's restavrants throughout the Oheo Valley | Baroesvilie,
Belmont, Elm Grove. Marting Ferry, Moundsville, S1.Clairsville Triandelphin, Warswood aind
Woodsfield).

Stoltz Bas reccived the Golden Arch Award. the MeDonald's Corporation’s highest recop-
nition for s Owner/Operalor that recog) a Tocus on customer service, oststanding food
quakity and restacrant operations. and exceptional contribations to the Tocal communiay.

He's a board member of 1w Ronald MeDonald House Charities of Morgantown: a long-
tune sponsor Tor MeDonald™s MAC Grants for Teachers program: and provides caiensive
support 1o Jocal schools

hi

Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph (0vAC Family)

Arthur "Buteh™ Joseph (Bellaire High School, Class of 1963, When
the conference necds w keep things “amning™ in the fall or the spring,
Joseph has heen the gasto guy Tor many years as a member of the OVAC
‘Frack and Cross Country comeitiees, serving as co-chairnan of the track
committee with his wife, Donna, an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007,
A veteran of 1he United States Air Force who seeved during the Vietvam
ried olficiating local track meets  the eardy 19705 and began
] sociation with the OVAC in the lae [980s, ing Flovd Deaton
willy the OVAC Valleyball Charpionships and being rupou\lhlc for com-
piling 1he weekly Lnnﬁ.ruu.; -.l'uullnm. tn that sport.

Joseph | he OVAC Cal Gitfin “Track Championships dating hack
tor the days when the smal um] divisions were contested al Shadyside’s Fleming Field. and
sted with the big sehool meets al Beliaire™s Nedson Field cither bebind the scenes
ck official.

I was Josephs vision o vonvert the OVAC Track Championships 1o therr current format,
It was his desire 10 have the best athletes. regardless of cluss, compete against onc-another
in an overall championship meet. which is how the event has been contested sinee 2010 al
St Chairsville High,
50 been the man behind the computer responsible Tor the pre-event preparation
weoring “al the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Countey C hdll)plull\hlp\ on the campus of
Meadowbrook Hn-h School in Byesville Tor more than 15 yu

Along with his wife. Jaseph received the OVAC Cal Gifiin Frack Service awared in 1997

Dave Caldwell (Coaches)
BDave Caldwell {Beallsville High School, Class of 1973), He proved the
theory of “the hirde engine that could™ by achies ing a tremendous amount
of sugeess coaching Toothall and ong of the smalkest schools around,
compihing a record ot 196 1H12-1 during his 29 years as head coach of
his alma rater,
Caldwell began his coaching carcer as an assistant at Caldwell High
under Mike Devol and then returned “home™ o Beallsville where he
assisted LB, Majors for two seasons (1981-82) . He was ¢levated 1o the
head coaehing post in 1993 and held that job ontil retiring in 2011,
Under Caldwell’s guidance, the Blue Devils wan six Ohio Valley
Athleiic Conterence Class A championships (1988, 1992, (994, 2000, "000 wd 2010 1) and
siv Pioneer Valley Conference titles, Bealtsville reached the OHSAA playolls eight times
(1904, 199, 200, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 20011 and posted a |)|d\011 vecord of 3-8 That
ingtueled i1 rum 1o dhe Division VI, Region 23 champonship and a spot in the state semifinals
n 1994 and a carcer-capping 1023 season in 2011 when BHS advaneed 1o the [-VI. Region
23 titlhe contest.
Caldwell was 1abbed "Couch of the Year™ in the Eastern District and PVC mubhiple times
andd he coached i the OVAC Rudy Muemiley All-Star Foolball Game five times (1989, 1993,
2001, 2005 and 20091 swith a 3-3 record i the md-summer classie.
Caldwell, who made a briel coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah i 2004, also
assested o basketball and track dunng his ume at Beallswlle,
As an athlete, he was & three-sport performer at Beallsville High School (football. basket-
ball and track). |)l.t) ing on the school's [irst unbeaten Iuoth.lll team in 1972, He went o to
May foothall for four yc:lr\. at Muskinzum College. carning his degree there in 1977 and later
abtaining a master’s degree from Salern University.

Jeff Harrison (Media)

Jeff Harrison (Martins Feery High School, Class of 1977). He has
beett s member of the sports media for 35 years and counting, incliding
the fast 17 at The Daily Jeffersomiae in Cambridge where he has been the
Sports Editor sinee 2007, Prior 1o that, he spent 18 years at The Times
Leuder in Martins Ferry,

He originated the concept of the Ohio Valley Athlete Cenfercice Hall
of Fame in 20042 is & member of the selection commitlee and in chirge off
producing the progrun for that event, He's also a member of the OVAC
Soliball Comemittee and OVAC Coach of the Year Sclection Commisiee
and provionsly handled pubdicity for the OVAC Ricly Mumiey All-Siar
Foutball Garne For seven years,

Harrison was also the catalvst behind the formation of the Disirict 12 Basketbal] Coaches
Association Hall of Fame in 2008, serving as Chairman of the Hall of Fame Selection
Committee and handling publicity stiee Wt tiowe: and s a member of the Marting Ferry
High School Athletic Hall of Fame Conumatice. serving s the primary sesearcher/biographer
for that group.

He is o member of The Associated Press East District Sclection Commmtiee for football/
boys” basketbalifgisls™ busketball, serving as chuirman since 2000; an AP state poll voler;
a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association Media Advisory Conmmtice and
a member of the (hio ]’n.p Sportswriters Association. He was the 2000 recipivnt of the
Eastern Ghio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association’s Media Award @ [District
2% selection for the Ohio High Schoal Basketball Conclues Association Hall of Honor in
2015 and hais won severyl OPSWA wriling contest awards.

Harrison. who attended Ohio University Eastern and cureently sesides in Byesville,
awthared the book Holding Court, The Gene Ford Story (2003), the bivgraphy of the legend-
ary Cambridge High School boys® busketball coach.

He also served as public addeess antouncer a6 several venues over the years, including
Ferry Tootball and hoys™ baskethall, Meadowbrook girls” basketball and the District
ar Basketball Classic: and was a vouth haseballfsofiball conck for 22 years in the
Martins Ferry Civies Athletic Association wd the CGuernsey Valley Bascball Association

Terry Leggett (Coaches)

Terry Leggett iMidvale High School, Class of 1965, The ultra suceesstul
Legpete began bis codehing career as an assistanl m Sky vie High School
and Lthen was head coach there Tor 1wo seasons (197374 il ~74-755,

He wens te old Zane Trace High Schaol for the next tws years 77576
and “T6-7T1 and when that school consolidated with Madison High to be-
corme Buekeye Traik, Leggeit was samed the sehool s first coach,

His initial Warsior squad {1977-78} accomplished o remarkable feat
postang 2 perfect 18-0 regular season (211 oversflt and winkng the
OVAC Class A champonship. seetional and disurict bitles and linishing
runner-up in the regional, losing a 43-32 heartbreaker o Indian Valley
South

During his 12 years at Tratl the called it quis following the [988-89 seuson . the Wirriors
aever bad a fosing season and amassed an incredible 22550 record . That included Lwo trips
to lhe OHSAA Class A “Fmal Four”™ — lis 1982.83 ream went 2501 and the 198686 1wam
tirned things around atier a 43 start 1o make the stee semitinals o finish X0-7

Lepgett-conched Truil seams won nine sectional titles, tive district crowns and two regiona
championships and he was named UP) Class A Ohio “Co-Coach of the Year™ in 1983 His
ms won OVAC ntles Tour stringht ¥ T8, 79,80 and "811 and were saate ranked sin
i He was mamed overall QVAC hoof the Yeur™ im 1978 and was also a Towr-tine
Dasrier 12 Coach of the Year™ homoree. Al tokd_his wearnes compiled i 268-92 regord in 16
KCUSONS

He conehed in the OVAC ALL Star Baskerball Classic three times and was an assistant coneh
in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game once

A praduae of Findlay College., he served as an Bastern District Board member and was the
Game Director af the District 12 Basketball AL Star Game for many years. He also served
on the Rules Interpretaton Commeiee of the OHSAA
Irclucted o the sehood's Athiete Hall of Fame i 1997 Leggent was also i physical educa
Tion leacher and athtetie director during his days al Buckese Trml, He passed away i 2000,
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Roger Sowers (Official)

Roger Sowers (Roseville High School, Class of 1952). He spent a num-
ber of years in various roles - coach, athletic director, guidance counscelor,
principal and instructor — tut Sowers is probably best known as a long-
time basketball official

Sowers, who spent more than 30 years in education, began as a bas
ketball coach. serving four years as head coach at Pleasant City High
and seven years al Barnesville High, posting a combined 130-99 record

He officiated his first varsity basketball game in 1959, and became a
full-ime referee in 968 once his coaching days were over, He worked
40 years over five decades. including nearly a quarnter of a century as a tournament official
al the sectional, district and regional levels,

He was a charter member of the East Central Ohio Officials Association in the Cambndge
area. serving as president. rules interpreter and on the executive board over the years. He
also served as president of the Ohio Association of Baskeiball Officials

Sowers, who also officiated at the college level m the Chio Athletic Conference. spent
20-plus years teaching a basketball officiating course a4 Ghio University Eastem, with sev-
eral of his former students laer becoming high school and college officials.

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Officials Hall of Fame
in 1995; received a Distinguished Service Award from the District [2 Basketball Coaches
Association and a Meritorious Award from the OHSAA in 1998 for 40 years of service
The Roger Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000. with the
yearly recipient a Bamesville High senior planning 1o attend Ohio University Eastern and
major in education

A Crooksville native, he earned a bachelor’s degree from Manetta College where he was
a four-year letterman in baseball and a one-year letterman in basketball. and obtained his
master's degree from West Virginia University

He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64,

William ‘Catfish’ Hearst (1950s Athlete)

William ~Catfish™ Hearst (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1959) The
first sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. (o break the 50-second barrier
at 440 yards, he was dominant at the quarter mile, which he didn’t stan
running until his junior season. and 220 yards while also competitive in
the 100 and long jump,

As a semior, he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W.Va_ Regional
and state meets--a repeal litle —the one-class OVAC meet where he
was top scorer, the Bellaire, Toronto, Wellsburg and Mansfield Relays,
and was one of only 1wo Ohio Valley athletes to ever win an individual
event at the most prestigious Midwest invitational meet. His 49.6 mark
at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-50-second clocking. and he time and all-time best
49.1 at the W.Va. regional meet. A1 the ong-class state meet, he repeated as 440 champion
with a record 49.5 mark and also won the 220 with a record-tying 22,1 nme. As a junior. he
won the siate 440 in 50.05 seconds

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event featuring athletes from three states and
won by a Paul Warfield-led Warren Harding team. Hearst won the 100 (10.0), was second in
the 220 and won the 440 (49 6} with two meet records

A two-time All-Valley Track honoree at [00, 220 and 440, the Wellsburg Express was
selected captain as a senior and noted as “the greatest quartersmiler produced in these parts.”,

Hearst also was a four-year football and three-year basketball player and competed in the
1959 W.Va.-Ohio All-Siar football game won by W Va._, 7-6.

He auended W. Va. Siate and also served in the U.S. Army duning the Vietnam War, Afier
returning home, he was a long-time coach of the Ohio Valley Track Club, a certified track
official and helped coach at Bethany College, An annual Memornial Scholarship in his name
ts presented each year at Brooke High

Hearst passed away in 2002

Bill Gompers (19405 Athlete)

Bit! Gompers (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 1945 He was
an honored running back on two top Maroon Knight foolball teams and
also kettered on two siate Catholic Tounament championship basketball
teams.

A two-time selection on the five-icam All-Crty football honor roll. the
two-way standout helped Central win the 1943 City Championship with
2 9-1 repular season record before the Knights competed in a post-season
Steel Bow| contest won. 20-19 by Rachester.

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition, he was 1eam co-
captain on a 6-3.1 record Knight squad.

In baskesball. Gompers competed on two teams which extended the Knights® sireak to
five consecutive W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships.The 1944 team went 22-3 in
regular season and Catholic Tournament play before the Knights won two of three games in
the Eastern States Catholic Tournarnent. That seam was coached by charter OVAC Hall of
Fame coach Jim Foli,

Both Gompers and Foli were among inductees into the charter Wheeling Ceniral High
School Sports Hall of Fame,

During Gompers® senior season. the 6-foot-1, 180-pound back was offered football schol-
arships at several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he lettered for three seasons
and plaved both ways on two Irish teams proclaimed as National Champions - 1946 (8-0-1
record) and 1947 (9-0), which was led by Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Lujack. Gompers.
cited as a top blocker. averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He played in the 1946 scoreless tie vs.
Army which was labeled the “Game of the Century.”

Gompers was sclected 10 play on the College All-Star team which played the NFL cham-
pions, the Chicago Cardinals, in a post-scason game.

Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pro All-American Football Conference, he played both
ways for one season as the team bowed to the Cleveland Browns in the championship game.

Roger Alford (1960s Athlete)

Roger Alford {Wintersvilie High School, Class of 1962). He was a
racial pioneer a1 West Virginia Liniversity and the Southern Conference
after a three-sport carcer at old Wintersville High

Alford compeied in football. basketball and track for the Golden
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Ketilewell as “one
of the two best football players [ coached™ along with OVAC Hall of
Famer Alan Jack. who later starred at Ohio State University.

In football, the 5.foot-10, 225.pound tackle was AIl-OVAC Class
A, All-Valley "Big Schoot™ first team. and All-Eastern Ohig first team
all-class selection.

The Mountaineers broke the “color barrier” in [962 when they recruited Alford and
fullback Dick Leftridge of Hinton., W.Va.. the first African-Americans to wear a WVLJ
football uniform. After playing on the freshman team. Alford letiered three varsity seasons
and siarted the last two as an offensive guard. He was named to the 1960-69 All-Decade
Team at WVLU.

In 1999, he was inducted postumously intoe the WVU Sporis Hall of Fame.

He was the founh Alford brother 10 attend college and play football, His brother Bob co-
captained the Kent State team in [961. Roger eamed four degrees from WVLU. completing
his studies for bachelor's. master’s. physical therapy and dental degrees. He was a dentist in
Detroit when he died in 1996,

Alford was a starter in at least three memorable W VU games - the 63-48 win over Pitl in
1965 the 28-27 upset win over No. 9 Syracuse in 1964: and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl
game vs. Utah in Atlantic City.

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlete)

Tour “Knute” Franckhauser (Sweubenville Catholic Central High
School. Class of 1955).The 6-foot, 195-pound offensive end-defensive
back was the leading scorer as a senior on a 9- record Crusader team. the
school’s best record since 1946. He landed nine touchdown passes - high
for that era - and refurned three pass interceptions for scores, His best
output was 1 a 45-6 win over Wellsville when he scored on an 8[-yard
TD reception and returned two interceptions for 57- and 69-yard scores,

An All-Valley and All-Easiern Ohio honoree. he competed in the
Ohio-W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 31-20.

He accepted a scholacship to Purdue University where he lettered three
years and started as a junior and senior as the team's leading pass receiver. He was named
team MVP as a senior He helped 1he Bonlermakers upset the nation’s No. | ranked team,
Michigan State, in 1957 A second team All-Big Ten honoree as a senior, he played in [7
career pames with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs

He was the 33rd overall sedecteon in the 1959 NFL Draft third round by the Los Angeles
Rams. In his rookie season. the comerback had three interceptions.

In 1960, he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft and became
the fiest Cowboy 1o carry the ball by returning the opening kickoff in the inavgural regular
season game

After two years with the Cowboys. he capped his five-year, 5B-game pro career with a two-
year stint on the Minnesota Vikings He was forced (o retire in [964 after suffering a brain
injury during a tackle in a training camp scrimmage, He had 13 career interceptions,

A first cousin of OVAC Hall of Famer Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997,

Sy,

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athicte)

Dick Tomlinyon {Wheeling High School. Class of 1961). He was a
6-foot-5. 210-pound three-sport standout who was a rare two-year “Big”
all-class, first team All-State basketball honotee: state and OVAC track
star with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 100-yard
sprin(): and football quarterback. He earned a basketball scholarship to
the University of Florida and set a school game point record,

At old Wheeling High. he competed in basketball, football and track for
three years and also golf as a senior,

In basketball. besides being a two-time “Big™ all-class and Class AAA
all-stater, he was twice capiain of both the OVAC largest Class AAA
and the five-school AN-City honor rolls. He averaged 23 poinis a game both as a junior and
senior - the top marks in the city and OVAC Class AAA. As a senior and team captain, he led
the Wildcats to sectional and regional titles and into the state tournament before bowing 1o
Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals. He earned All-Tournament honors
In track. the senior team captain won the state one-class shot put (51-4 1/21 and placed 4th in
the 100-yard dash, He was second in the shot put as a junior.

Tomlinson was All-Valley both in sprints and weights. At the OVAC meed, he wan the shot
put (51-5 3/8) and placed second in the 100 and thied at 220 yards

In football. the rangy quarterback was leam co-captain and team MVP as a senior. He camed
All-City two years and was selected captain as a senior. He rated mention on the AIlOVAC
and All-State Class AAA two years As a senior, he led the Wildeats to their fourth straight
City title and 6-3-1 record including an 18-14 upset of eventual siate Class AAA champion
Weir, (he only loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley.

Al the University of Florida, afler playing on the freshman basketball team. he started three
varsily seasons and played in 72 games with 863 points and 529 rebounds while shooting
49.2% from the floor and 73.2% at the line

As a junior, he set Gator school records with 44 points including |19 goals in a win over
Tampa, The 44-points currently ranks No. 2 all-time in school history. As a seaior. he aver
aged 12,9 points and 7 | rebounds,

: 81178
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Gary Repella (19705 Athlete)

Gary Kepella (Steubenville High School, Class of 19703, He enjoyed
stellar careers in basketbatl, bascball and foothall Tor the Big Red.

It was in hoops thar led 1w a collegiate scholarship as Ohio State
coaching legend Fred Taylor inked the talented 6-3 guard, one vear afler
landig St John Centeal star Allan Homyak.

Repelta helped lead Steubenville to a 23«1 mark as o seirior as Big
Red. under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Watt. elaimed e OVAC Class
AAA championship, He averaged 18.0 points per game in becoming
the district player-of-the-year while being named first-team All-Ohio.

Repella was a two-time All-Valley “Big School™ and Ail-OVAC honoree. He scored in
dottble figures in every game as a senior foe the well-balanced Big Red. He averaged 13
paints per game as a junior.

He was also a gem on the diamond. starting for three seasons. The slick-liekling seeond base
man helped Steubenville win the OVAC titlke in his senior season of 1968 with a 22.7-1 mark

It lus dinal campaign, he Baed 357 on the strength of 33 hits winle being aamed first
teans All-Valley. There was no AH-QOVAC team at thal time,

Repella w lected (o play n the Ghio All-Star Gasme in Columbus., which also signi-
fied All-State honors. He was also a key performer for the Steubenville Legion team which
varned a berth in the state turnament i Athens

Repella was a two-year starier in football a1 Sieubenville, Ax a senior, he directed (b
ground-oriented Big Red to a 7-2-1 record., tymg powerhouse Massillon, He completed
30-0f-64 passes Tor 517 vards and Tive Ty that Gl

Afler graduating from Steubenyille High. Repelia wok his versiatike talems o Columbus
Loy play basketball at OSL),

The NCAA had a rule i place prohibiting treshmen 1o play on the vaesaty squad. but
Repella made the most of his time with the Buckeyes™ frosh, leading the tewm with a 19.2
scoring average, A back injury slowed his sophomore campaign when he started twa games
and played in 15, He tallied 1) points in his Nieststart that on against Butler, As a junior,
he served as abackup to Homyak., a three-time first-eam All-Big Ten bonoree,

Repella became a Tull-time starter as o senior. and he was second on the team with 5¢
assisls while averaging 7.6 points & game, with o high game of 19 points, He played in 23
ol 24 games and staried 19 as a two: puard.

He still resides i Steabenville, serving the city for many years as law dieceror, His dunigh-
ter. Liz, was a 2,000-point hoop scorer for Big Red before starring at WVU,

Jami Bendle (19905 Athiete)

Jami Bendle (Edison High School, Class of 1994 This former
Wildeal aee was absolutely dominant i the pitching circle throughous
her prep and collegiate careers.

Her pitching stats imply mind-hogaling. Bendle lnished with
wn 86-14 career record, which was an Ohio Valley record at the time of
her grasduation . She worked 639 imogs, while seeording T80 strikeouts
aginnst just 150 career walks, She allowed only 257 hits. Fhose stats
certainly weren’n hollow either, as they irinslated o three OVAC iles,

three seetional crowns. three distriet tithes and a paie of traps to the Ohie
Stine Tourmiment.
A snior, which wis the first year of the Edison Local comsolidation. Bendle's work in

the cirele helped the Wildeats reach the Division | regional tournament with a 290 record,
She defeated Upper Arlington, while thrawing a no-hitter. i the senilinals. Their quest for
retiersy Lk o shite came up short against Westerville South

During her junior season, Bendle guided Edison South 1o the Division [ stide tinal where
i lell, 6-1. 1o Tallmadge, As a sophomore, Edison Souh advanced o the siate semifinals
ehind Bendle’s right arm before Glling o LaGrange Keystone, 4-2

Bendie's accomplishments dide’t go unnoticed. She was mmed all-OVAC Tour times ol
wice earned conference player of the year. She was wice nanwd to the first-team all-Ohio
squid and once 1o the second-leam all-stagte unit, She w Terr-tienwe all-Eastern Districs pick
and four-year member of the alf River Volley League leam.

Bendde's prep prominence carned bue the right 1o piteh at the Division 1 level, She anended
East Carolina University, helping the Pirales to win three consecutive Big South tides. She
was fiest-team all-Big South as a junior and second-tean as a senjor.

While carning four feiers at ECUL Bendle led the team in wins and strikeouts for threy
straight seasons. She had 27 victories in 1997 and also had 32 complete games that season,
She finshed a1 ECU ranked seeond in sehool history i games pitehed 11361, gamwes started
(18], complete games (92), tnnings pitched (755), sirikeouts 1328), wins (795 and shutouts
1271 She compiled a 186 carned run average, which ranked Tonah i school history., Also
a standout in the elissroom. Bendle carmed Academic Al-American district honoes in 1998,

Chris Jones (1980s Athlete)

Chrix Jones (John Marshall High School. Class of 1982y, Bob
Monigomery has authored @ Eegendary carcer as the longtime head base-
Talk coach at John Marshall. by his Tour-plas decades at the Monareh belm,
he has garnered gearly K0 wins. so when he says Chris Jones is the “best
high sehool player I've coachued,”™ i has impact, The talented righthander,
wha also yielded a potent bat. has the stas w back up that statement.

[n his three years on the Monarchs” mound, Jones recorded an amazing
30-3 pitching mark. Two of his setbacks were shutout deleats. He belped
JM capture three successive OVAC A titles (1980-82) while compiling a
brilliam 84-15-1 record.

Jones started his JM career on a high note, compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as a sophemore
as Montgomery's charges won an antazing 31 of 33 starts. Jones was aceorded second-ieam
all-Valley's honors that spring.

He raised his level of play even more as a jusior. dazzling botby as o hurler and a biteer as JM
compiled a stellar 25-4 mark. Al the plate. Jones led the valley with a smoking 500 kuting
average, poing 46-0f 97 with vight doubles, six triples, three hamers and 31 RBI while scor.
ing 26 runs, As a pitcher. he won 10 of 11 decisions, striking out 122 in 78 inzings of work.
He had a miniscule 1.62 ERA while walking just 31 batters. He carmed feestacant, allstate,
all-Valley and all-OVAC plaudits that spring,

Jores was just as dominating as a senior. helping JM garer & 2891 record. He struck out
ITL banters in 97 inmings of work, He was 11-2 om the mound witha 161 ERA. He baned 393
with 44 buts and a Oluo Valley - leading cight home runs, He knocked e 37 cuns and seored 32
more, He blasted s3x triples and two doubles. He wis named co-captain of the all-Valley weam
whitle also being wmed Tt all-West Virginga, all-OVAC and alt-Mountzineer League.

Jones alse sparkled on the gadiron as a semor, caraing honorable mention all-OVAC honars
as i defensive back

The Ohio State Unmiversity won the reeruising batle for the 1alented Monarch. Jones was
in the Buckeyes' staeling rolation as a suphomore and junior, going 8-8 with 134 strikcounts
The Toronw Blue Jays deatied him in the Tourth rownd after his Jumor year, He puched sevens
seasons in the nunors, reaching the Cliss AAA level,

Scot Mafte (19805 Athlete)

Scot Maffe iBeliare High School, Class of 19855 Be u foothall, bas-
ketbatl or buseball. Maffe delivered e quality fashion Tor the Bep Reds.

Although equally productive in all three sports, baseball was his linch-
pin. Alter his siellar Big Reds™ dismand career, he mariculated o Ohio
University where he played baseball three vears for the Athens:bised
Bobeats. leliening 1wice.

Mulfe was o Tour-year letierswanner in baseball at Bellaire. caming
mynad of honors after estublishing i host of school reconds. When he
completed his Big Reds” carver, he owned the Tollowing baseball records
season at-bats 110531, carcer smgles (851 doubles o game 130, inples
i game (23 RBEina ganwe (6), career runs (951, stolen hases o gamwe (41, seison 133}
and carcer (551 innings pitched season 176, career (2021 and pricking wins season t335,
career §26)

He was a (est-team all-OVAC, all-Disteier and all-Vadley honoeee i all three sports as a
semor. He was also selected to play i all three OVAC Al Star games.

Mafte w two-year starter at quarerback for Coacly John SMagisteo in foutball. He was
specinl mention all.Ohio as a senior along with fiest ream all- Easteen Distzies and allLONVAC
He was also the Big Reds™ captiun

Malfe was a shek and savvy pame guard Tor Coaeh Gene Anumirante on the hardwood,
carning honorable mention Wl-OVAC as a junior and Frst team honors as asenior,

The three year hoop fetierw mner wis a second team all- Valley honoree as a jinfor. He
enjuyed a banner senior campaign, carning Giest-leam all-OVAC, all-Districr and all-Valley
honors whike also being a special mention all-Obio honoree

. .

Mike Snively 1990+ Athlete)
Mike Spively (River High School. Class of 1992, There
son where this former Pilol didn’t leave a lasting mark
all-state status i three sports.

Ply ing tor his Tather sl fellow OVAC Hall of Famer, Terry, it fool-
snively Tinished his carcer with 5,192 vards and 43 wouchdowns. As
a senior. he theew Tor 2UA3 of those yards and 16 1ouchdowns. He also
handled the kicking and punting dutics, posting 11 PATs and a punting
average of 363 vards

During his junior season, he passed for 1,639 sards and |1 touch.
downs, He also had 33 e from his safely spot that season.

During his carger, Snively was named first-team all-Ohio as a senior and second-leam as
a junior, He w s0 first-team alllOVAC, all-Eastern District and all-Valley. He was also
an all-district pick as a sophomane as well

Suively plaved in the OVAC All-Stae Game wheee e was voted a team captn

When the winter rolled around. Snively diln’t sfow down, On the basketball ¢onrd, he
seored 1 A1S points and knocked down 214 carcer three-poud goals, which was an Ohio
Valley record when he gradeated. As a serior. Snively led the Obio Vailey with 74 three-
point poals, He scored 514 points during his senior seasen en route 1o tizdaeam atl-Ghio,
terst deant all Bastern District, all-Valley. all-Distriet 12 and all-OVAC co-caprainey.

a jueior, Snively poured in 224 points a contest o 2o along with 7.1 rebounds. three
assists and 2.3 steals. He connected on 71 three-point goals that season en route (o honorublke
mention all-Ohio. (irst-wearns all-Eastern Distriet. all-OVAC and all-Valley,

As i sophomore. Snively seored 17.9 poims a 2ame and had an outing where be knocked
in 10 bonus goals, which is stilt a River High record

[ the spriege. Spively shined at shorstop and pitcher for the Pilols, He finished his career
as a 37T hiter with 97 hits, 64 RBI and seven homwe runs, As a sentor, Snively bated 617,
which was i OVAC reeord i the time. He posted 0 5-3 record on the mouwg with o 163
varned run average. He struck out 30 and walked 10 in 51 daniggs of work.

Snively was & firsg keasn all-state selection as 2 senior and played in the prestigions
Mecuno Al-Star Gaane . He was the OVAC Class 3A Player of the Year along with all-East-
ern Disirict, all-Valley and al-EOBIL. He batted 409 as a junior was all-QOVAC, all-Eastern
[istricl amd all-EOBIL.

Afler his prep career, Saavely altended Glenville State College (o play foothall and bas-
ketball. He later coachued an Glenville and was the interin head basketball coach ar Biuelicld
Staie College where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA a1 24 years old. He alsa
coiched women’s basketball women s 1ennis and softhall m Bluefickd.
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Nate Davis (Athlete - 2000)

Nate Davis (Bellaire High School, Class of 2006) -« It didn’t matter the
sport or season because this former Big Reds’ standout just got it done

A four-year letterman i baskethall and a three-year letierman in (oot-
bail. Davis re-wrote the Big Reds record books in both sports.

As a basketball player, Davis did it both on the inside and outside for
Gene Ammirante’s team After helping 1o get the Big Reds 10 the OHSAA
Bivision 111 State Tournament in 2004, Davis led the Big Reds back to the
regional in 2005 and to an undefeated regular season in 2006

He finished his prep career with 2562 points. which ranks ninth in
Ohio history, Davis did much more than score the ball. however, as he
also grabbed 1,175 rebounds. which ranks seventh in the Buckeye S1ate. and he passed out
more than 500 assists

During his senjor campaign, Davis averaged 389 points a contesl en route 1o first-leam
all-Ohio accolades. He was a finalist for Mr. Basketball and was the Eastern District, District
12 and OVAC Class 3A player of the year. He took part in both the Ohio North-South and
Ohio-Kentucky All-Star games

On the football fietd. Davis was just as impressive for Coach John Magistro™s team

I his carcer. Davis completed 454.0f-925 passes for 7.345 yards and 81 touchdowns. As
a sophomore. Davis guided the Big Reds to the Division 1V state semifinals, throwing for
2.296 yards and 22 wouchdowns,

The Big Reds returned 1o the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2.740 vards
and 35 touchdowns,

Davis was Ohio's Duvision 1V Offensive Player of the Year as a senjor. He was a first-team
all-Ohioan as both a junior and senior and camed second-team accolades as a sophomare,
He was first-team all-OVAC three times and took part i both the Ohio North-South and
OVAC All-Star games

Along wilh his football and basketball prowess, Davis also letlered in baseball, He helped
lead the Big Reds to the regional championship im 2003 when he was the club’s every day
calcher,

As a senior. Davis went ont for track and won the OVAC discus title with a loss of 140
ft.. 9 in.

Davis inked a scholarship to Ball State University and won the stanting quanerback job as
atrue freshman. All told. he spent three seasons as the Cardinals” starting quarterback before
announcing he'd forego his senior season (o enter the NFL Dralt.

At Ball Siate. Davis passed for 9,233 yards and 74 touchdowns He was named the Mid
American Conference’s Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first-team ali- MAC
selection. He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State team MVP both
as a sophomore and Junior,

As a junior, be led the Cardinals o a 12-0 record and berth m 1he MAC Championship
Game.

After opting 10 enter the drafi. Davis was selected in the (ifth round by the San Francisco
49ers. He made the team as a rookie. He was released and later signed (o the team’s practice
squad in 2010 He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks. but has spent the last
several seasons in an indoor league in Texas. playing for the Amarillo Venom

Davis becomes the second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame. His brother.
Jose, was inducted in 2007.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

April Rotilio (Athiete - 20005)

April Rotilio, 5t. John Central iClass of 2006) — Speed was the name
of the game for this former Lady Irish track and field standout.

Rotilio is one of the area’s most decorated track and field competitors.
having compiled a whopping |12 medals as the OHSAA siate meet

The premier event in Rotilio’s career was the 400 meter dash. She
placed four times al the state meet, including earning gold as both a
junior and senior. As a senior, she needed a furtous kick in the hinal
100 meters to win the title in a school-record time of 56.09. Along with
the 1wo golds, Rotilio also earned a silver in the lap dash in 2004 and a
fourth place in 2003,

Her speed was limited to the 400. however, She was twice a bronze medalist in the 100
meter dash and once a bronze medalist in the 200, She briefly owned the Division 111 state
record in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC itle in 24,87, She owns the SIC
record {12.12) in the 100 meters, too.

Rotilio’s third state title came when she anchored the 4x2 team in 2006,

Along with her stale prowess, Rotilio set the regional record in the 400 meter dash and
also won 11 OVAC event titles as she bed her teams to four consecutive conference cham-
pionships, The Lady Irish finished as Division 111 state runnerup iwice during her career

Along with the outdoor success she enjoyed. Rotilio was the 400 meter indoor state run-
nerup in 2006

After her prep career, Rotilio competed at West Virginia University. earning all- American
honors twice during the indoor campaign.

She was a member of the Mountaineers™ Distance Medley Relay, which achieved the
honor at the navionals along with a 4x4 eam that scored in the NCAA Championship Meet,

As an individual with the Mountaineers, Rotilio still owns a pair of school records. She
set the indoor and outdoor 400 meter dash benchinarks in 54.29 and 52.71. respectively.

Rotilio also carned Academic All-American honors during her career in Morgantown

Before concentrating fully on track at St. John. Rotilio lettered 1wice in basketball

Ron White (ovAC ‘Family")

Ron White (Springfield Local High School, Class of 1966}, A member of
the OVAC Executive Board for many years. his "baby” for 23 years was
one of the conference showcease evenis = the OVAC Banguet of Champions.

White served as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more
than 700 attendees honoring 75 championship teams. 50 scholarship win-
ners and the conference coach of the year presentation,

White is also an integral pant of the conference in basketball, serving as
the assistant basketball commuissioner for nine yeaes and then being named
the successor 10 the Late John Howell as basketball commissioner beginning
with the 2016-17 school year, He's also spent many years on the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game Commitiee.

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officaals. working on
the courts in both Ohio and West Virginia for 30 years. He officiated five state tournaments in
West Virginia and drew seven regional assignments in Ohio

White is also a well-respected track official. serving primarily as a starter and working atl
both the high school (Ohio and West Virginia) and collegiate levels (MEC and PSAC). He
received the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track Service Award in 2009. A 1971 graduate of
West Liberty State College who later obtained his master’s degeee from West Virginia Univer-
sity, he was an educator/athletic director/coach in the Buckeye Local School District and was
responsible for starting the track program at old Buckeye South High School.

White, who spent 14 years in the Ohio Natonal Guard and now resides in Wheeling. is also
involved with the West Virginia “Super Six™ state football championships

Earl Haberfield (ovac ‘Contributor’)

Earl Haberfield {(Wheeling Ceniral Catholic High School, Class of
1954). He originated the OVAC Basketball Classic — the Ohio vs. West i
Virginia all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A, Mumley All-Siar e:..'.?-
Basketball Classic = serving as the game director for the first five years of |
the event and as an active committee member for several years. A

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game {f.
in 1984 - an award renamed in his honor as the OVAC Earl Haberficld
Coaches Award.

Haberfield's coaching career included several stops — both inside and £
outside the OVAC = and concluded with 382 career victories.

He coached nine years at his alma mater - Wheeling Central — winning five W, Va. Class
AA Catholic Championships. In 1963, the Margon Knights were undefeated:; ranked No. 1 in
the all-division W, Va, S1ate rankings and were the OVAC AAA champions.

Haberfield coached two years at Bishop Donahue, leading the Bishops to the 1969 W,
Va. Class A Catholic Championshup: three years at Warren Local High. named Tri-Valley
Confercnce Coach of the Year in 1970: one year at Crooksville. leading the Ceramics fo the
Ohio Class A Regional: five years at Wintersville, engineering a rebuilding of that progran:
and two years a1 Meadowbrook. leading the Colts to their best two-year won/loss record up
1o that point

Quiside the OVAC, he coached at Vanlue and Amherst Marion Steele.

He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Basketball Coaches Associaton All-Star Game in
1978 and served as the president of District 5 that year,

Haberficld was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Certificate of Merit in 1963, "64
and '69 for contributions 10 West Virginia athletics; was given honorary memberships to the Ohio
District Basketball Coaches Associations in Districts 3. 5 and 12: received an QVAC Certificate of
Recognition for Exemplary Service in 1982; received the Upper Ohio Valicy Dapper Dan Club of
the Upper Ohio Valley's Award for Oustanding Achievement in 1993: and was a charter member
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017,

Haberfield graduated from West Liberty State College in 1958 and was inducted into the
West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in [996. A U.S. Navy veteran of the Korcan War, he
passed away in 2007,
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John Simonson (Media)

Jolut Simonson (Beallsville High School | Claxs o 1966). A multi-
media veieran, he has worked mare than three decades m both radio and
television covering [potball and boys” busketbali pantes as a play-by-play
announeer in the QOVAC

Simonson is well-known for his eeseareh and prep work repardiog athletes
and coaclws prior 10 the broadeasts, compiling results, series records, coach-
g recerds. player siatistics and other noteworthy mfomation,

Known as the "Ohio Valley Spoets Doctor”. Simonson has seeved as an
amlyst for the WTOV TVO “Game of the Week™ and conlributes te that
stason’s gl schoal football “playoff watch™.

He also had a weekly sports talk show for 22 years on W W VA radio starting in 1988 While
there. he carned the Weest Virgima Spontscaster of the Year award i 1997,

Simonson has provided assistance over te years to both the OHSAA and WY SSAC ool
ball playoll compuier ratings” groups. He was a recipient of the East Ohio [nterscholastic
Athletic Administrators Media Awird.

He previously served as a voting member for the prestigious Hessman Troply and many
uther awards including 1he Bear Bryant Cosch of the Year award: baskethall's Naisnuth and
Wooden awards, and is an official donor 1o the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooprrstown where
e has a Iiienme membership.

A graduate of West Liberty State College, he served two years in the US, Army: was a
teacher it Wheeling Park High School for 31 years tretining in 200250 and served on the
Uion Local Board of Education

Jack Berger (Coaches)

Jack RBerger (Shadyside High School, Class of 19445 He founded
Shadyside track i 1961 and was the architeet of the OVACS all-time
championship-winmng boys™ irack program. coaching the Tigers o thetr
first seven OVAC titles tall in Class AA in a three-class format) from
[4368- 74 which sarted an OVAC record sireak of 13 consecutive cham
pronships extended by his successor and tormer assistant Tom Vichich

He was also a co-founder of the Interstate Track League. guiding Shadyside
Lo seven stratght league titles and a record 36 consecutive dual meet victories

Berger led Shady side 10 the sehool™s first Obio Class A Distriet titde in
1971 and 10 the Shadyside Relays crowns in the first year of the event
which he helped establish in 1972 and & runaer-up frnish in “73; two Belmont County Relays
championships and runner-up finishes in the district and regional meets

He also coached the Tigers' foathall team from 1960-69, posting a 56-36-6 record,
Shaclyside won the OVAC Class Adtitle in 1963 with a 7-1-2 record while other top record
tearns under Berger meluded 9-1 in 1968, 8- 210 1966 and 7-3 in 1963

He wis honored i Shadwside weth ~Jack Berger Day™ on June B3, 1974,

Steve Kish, Jr. (Officials)

Steve Kist, Jro(Bridgepon High School, Class of 146351

Hus list off gnments during a 40-year carcer as a wresiling official
15 imspressive. headed by 28 OHSAA Ste Tourmaments, live WV SSAC
Suate Tounaments and 30 OVAC Ron Maock Wresiling Tournaments
He alse worked the Medoa Invitational 28 timws and the Walsh Jesuat
Tourmament 20 times along with [0 Qhio Jumer High School Stale
Tournamenis

Among his awards, Kish reevived she prestigious OVAC ~Mr, Mat’
honer in 19892 wis selected Olie Official of the Year in 1997 and 2010;
OVAC Offivial of the Year in 1997; and West Viezima Olhicial of the
Year in 1999,

He was indugted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 1999, the OHSAA
Officaals Habl of Fame e 1999; the Medina Invitational Hall of Fame in 2005 and most
recently inte the National Wrestling Hall of Fame/Ohso Chapier in 20014,

Kish, wha retired as an official in 20013 bat remains active s an OHSA A observer. curreatly
serves s the coordinuor of the OVAC Rudy Mumbey All-Star Football Game's 10-Year
Ruanmn
eradwated Trom West Liberty State College with a bachelar™s degree in Secondary
Education in 1970 and received a master’s degree in secondary education administration from
Meest Virgisia University in 1973

He retired after 43 yeaes as an educator including 36 years as @ school administeator. He
lavghl English (rom 1969-76 and served as head wresthing coach al Maruns Ferry lor sin
years 11970761 His dual meet reeord was 33161 with 1o Josing scasans and he coiched 13
seclional champions, 10 district ¢hampions, 15 state qualifiers and 1w stale place-winners
His tearhs won the 1970 and *73 distrier titles and he was named East Disrict Couch of the
Yearn 1974,

He was then assistant prncipal a1 Bellaire High School from 1976-78 aad principal from
197890 Dhefore reterning 10 Marting Ferry to seeve as Superingendent of Schools from
199099, Since that time, he has secved as Muskingum County Al Risk Coordinaior Tor four
yuars, assistant prineigal of Zg le High School for five years: assistant principal al West
.\luskmgum High School Tor two years and as principal al West Muskingum Middle Schoal
for two years. He retired i 2002, but spent five months as interine principal at Woodsficld
Eleswenlary School i 2014

Among his educanon-related offices wene president of the Belmonl-Harmison Pringipal s
Association; presient of the Belmont-Hareison Superntendent’s Associaton, member of the
OVAC Exceutive Boand and a past OVAC presidenst {1982-83 wwl 1983-84), member of the
Ohte Network: Traming and Assistance for Schoels and Comuwenitics (ONTAS) Exeeusive
Board: and president of the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials Association,

Bob Montgomery (Coaches)

Bob Montgomery (Moundsville High Schook, Class of 19631 He was
a fixture in the dugont for the Monarchs. serving 42 years as head base-
ball coach and anssing an impressive recond of 869-3435 which ranks
second in OVAC history behind Magnolia®s Dave Cisar and third in West
Virginia prep history hehind John Lowery of JefTerson High and Cisar.

Montgomery coached teams won 24 sectional titles: made the regional
finals 13 times and reached the Class AAA State Tournament five limes,
hl“hll“llll.(l by the 1485 state championship wheee M beas Huntingson
East, 8- 7. in the tille gamu.

His 1eams cnplurcd seven OVAC playolf champonships. reaching the
conference playofs 25 times, The Monarchs also caplured seven regular season crowns nd
five plavoff titkes in (he Mountaineer League from 1976-86,

Montgomery, whe retired Tollowing the 207 season, coached 35 all-state players amd
more than 70 who played college baseball meluding OVAC Hall of Famer Chrets Jones. He
s a1 member of the West Virginia Baseball Conches Association and the American Baseball
Coaches Association,

He was selected as the OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year three times and the West Virginia
Coach of the Year five times. He also was honored as the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan
Co-Man of the Year (with Magno ark at the 32ml Charity Awards Basguet in 2000,

Montgomery abso doubled as a respected basketball and | all official.

A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball OfTi

president, he's been a referee since 1962, working mare than 3000 games

and a 1wo-lerm
including 79 siate

owrnamwents including 20 championship games in West Virginia and five toumamentsihree
utle games in Ohio. He also officiated collegiate haops in the West Virginia Conferenee.
H: began umpiring Amcrican Legion baseball in 1972 and has worked [Tve West Virginia

State Touenaments while also spending 20 years § 1970-901 doing NCAA Division 1 and West
Virginia Conference pames including five tournaments.

He was tlwe first West Virgieia resident inducied into the OHSAA Oiticaals Hall of Famwe
2008 was the 1989 Official of the Year honeree by the Natienal Federation of Interscholastic
Otticials Association and received the Thstingashed West Viegntian Asvaed o 20012

Maontgomery, a three-sport athlete (lfootball. baschadl, basketbally at Mowndsvilie High,
graduated from West Liberty State College in 1969 and obiained his master™s degree in com-
frnications from West Virginia Universiy in 1977,

Robert Pritchard (athiete - 19505)

Rohert Pritehard (Wheeling High School. Class of 1933), He is.
Istonically . among the elite w restlers in OVAC history. He not only Jed
Wheeling Hwh School (o the fiest state (one- ) L|‘|-Il'll|)1l)|1\|‘|l]) for an
OVAC member, in 1953, but beeame the first wrestler from 1he Obio
Valley and the stale of West Virginia 10 win three state championships

As o Waldew sophomore i 1951, he eaptured the state one-class 103-
poind state title and followed with consecutive crowns in 1952 and 1953
i the #12-pound elass o the thiee Tinals, he defeated grapplers from
Grafton, Beckiey Woodrow Wilson and host Parkersburg

During that era. Wheeling High and other high school mat teams com
peted not only apainst other high sehools, bual against YMCA wrestling eams, Pritchard.
nicknarmied “Bull”, was anbeaten as a sophomore and senwor wath lus anly loss in 106
mialehes 1o 0 YMCA grappler from Columbus, wheo he later defeated twice He was anbeaten
against high school competitors

The Wildeats™ state championship coach was Ed Murphy. assisted by OVAC Hall o
Fame coach Bob Rov. the Wildeats head coacl i football and track. Pritchard adse ceedits
Barnesville's Jim Bradfield, who wrestled at Ohio State and led the Wheeting YNCA
wrestling program, in his development along with his older brother Bill. wheo also wrestled
at Wist Virgue L

Aller graduation from high scheal . Bob Pritehard relocated 10 Calitornia and carned a
degree fram the Universiy of California-Sacramento. which didn’t sponser o wresiling
team,. However, Pritchard continued 1o compele on the Y MUA level

Bob Plotz (Athicte - 19405)

Bob Plorz i Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 19461 A Purple Rider
foothall sk track stnsfout, be was co-captm on both Feres teaas as a
senior. He varned first team, one=class All-Ohio and first weam ALOVAC
largest Class AA as the Fred Thomas-coached Rider went 9-1 and cap-
twred the QOVALC champonship

The three-year lettermian in both foothall and track played io the fiest
Ohie North-South All-Star Game and contiued his stawewide perfor.
nunge i drk when he placed thied in the low hurdles in the lurgest
class stale meet.

He earned a foutball sehularsbup to ihe University of Pittisbueah where
he became a Foursyear eeputar: Starting as a 1 7-vear-old treshman, Plotz
All-Oppenerni team of hui.}.ud rival W Virgtnia University and was selected 1o the Al
East tearm. As & senior. he was an honorable mention All-America se

Plote was picked i the §HE round of the Nationad Football League Dral by the Cleveland
Browns bt was also “drafied™ by the U85 Ary and served in the Korean War

He was inducted into the Marting Ferry Athletic Hall of Feme 1 2016

selegted to the

Geno Sessi (Athlete - 19505)

Geno Sexsi (SU Claesvalle High School, Class of 1956). He 1s regarded
as ane of the Red Devils” hest-ever multi-sport athletes while compeling
in Tgorhall and wack,

In the spring sport. he was the leading scorer twa steaight years in the

ack Meet and Jed his wam 1o three slrnqh: titkes as
ix consecutive Red Devil crowns 11952-57) coached by Dave
Porterfield. A ~.|)r|||u.r hurdber and relay member, Sessi Jed all scorers as
& jumior with 15 1:2 points and as a senior with 14 0 Rints

fn focthall. the § ool §. 174-pound two-was back and Kick returner
not only set a sehool regord with 1438 points as a senior, but led the Obio
Valley as well, That mark fasted one year when tormer wammsate fin Kerr scored one more
paint (149} hefore the OVAC Hall of Famer went on 1o start al Pean State and with the
Washengton Redskios

In football. Sesse was A OVAC Targest Class AA 1wo years, Alb-Valley "Big School™ co
captain as @ senior. All-Eastern Otuo twoe vears and All-Ohio Jargest Class AA second team
defensive back as a senor. He was o iwo-time All-Valley track co-captaim,

He carned a football scholarship to the Liniversity of lowa where, atter playing on the
Treshman team, made a smashing varsity debut as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowns
on three pliys ta 36-vard run and pass receptions of 80 and 15 yardsh in a school-record
T0-35 seasen-opening rout of £l Stwte. However, Sessi™s career was cut shorg with a severe
kree wqury . dn the remamimg eieht games, he zamed only 33 vards and reurned a kickol?' 17
sards. The knee injury Hlared uf 1 in -.prm;' drilds 1w end his playing carcer.

Sessi passed away an 2016
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Don Osby (Athiete - 1960s)

Don Osby (Steubenville High School, Class of 1968), A three-sport Big
Red stalwart. he is regarded as the best-ever track long jumper in OQVAC
history. He won Ohio's largest Class AA long junp title as a sophomore
(23-feet. 3-inches) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligitle
lover age) as a senior

As a jumor, competing on one of the most talented track teams in OV
history. he was one of [0 All-Valley Big Red selections and one of four
Big Red co-captains while being cited as “the finest jumper ever on the
local scene.” That spring, he won the Ohio State meet, the prestigious
Mansfield Relays. OVAC Class AAA. Manins Ferry and West Libenty
Relays. the Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet. He also ran a leg on an
OV record setting $x-H0 relay unit which timed 3:19 8

As a sophomore., besides the state crown, he won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23-1 344,

Big Red won us first four OVAC track crowns from 1964-67 with Osby featured on the
last two.

I football, he was a three-year siandout at end on Ohig-ranked teams with records of
9-£.9-1 and 8-2.

He was also a starter in basketball. He i1s honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame

Osby accepted a footbail scholarship to the University of lowa and started a1 wide receiver
as a sophornore when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards. third on the 1eam. After saimg out
his junior year with an injury. he retumed as a starter at tight end as a senior. He passed away
wmvearly 2018 10 Circinnan.

Bill Tucker (Athlete - 1960)

Bill Tucker {Weir High School, Ciass of 1962}, A three-sport Red Rider
athlete. he was a major player on back-1o-back state Class AAA champi-
onship teams before staming in college and competing five years in the
Nauonal Football League.

A two-way back and defensive tackie, he teamed with OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley 10 lead Weir to the 1960 s1ate crown with a 40-0 wile
game rout of Nitwwo. The anchor of the 1961 wam. he scored two TDs in
a 26-7 state tithe witt over St. Albans, Both teams finished 10-1. Tucker
eained first team All-State as a senior and third 1eam as a junior. He was
selected captain of the AIFOVAC and All-Valley squads as a senior. In two
seasons. he scored (16 points and rushed for 4435 vards, In the annuatl Chio-W.Va. All-Star
game, he led W.Va_ 10 a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP,

He played forward and center in basketball and started on the 1962 team which went
unbeaten in regular season, won an QVAC title. and ended 24-1 as stawe Class AAA runner-up
1o Beckley Woodrow Wilson. I track, he ran the hurdles, 220- and 240-yard sprints, and was a
member of 440. 880 and mile relay units in OVAC and state competition,

Afler taking a year off atter high school. he accepted a football scholarship 10 Tennessee
State University 10 play for Hall of Fame coach fohn Merritt. A four-ycar player, he rushed 281
times for 1 321 yards. He was selected w play in the Blue-Gray Classic and Senior Bowl. the
first Tiger to play in the latier.

He was drafied by the San Francisco 49ers in the third round. as the 65th overall selection,
and competed as a fullback for five years in the NFL- - four with the 49ers and one with the
Chicago Bears. in 69 games. he rushed 127 titnes for 431 yards and 6 TDs and landed 59 passes
for 496 vards and seven scores.

Tucker, who passed away in 2015, is inducted into the City of Weirton Hall of Fame,
Tennessee State U, Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall of Fame,

Ron Lee (Athlete - 19705)

Ron Lee (Belaire High School, Class of 1971}, Lee is on the short list of
outstanding running backs who have graced Nelson Field.

The 6-3, 195-pounder carried the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky to an 8-1-1
mark in his senior campaign, Bellaire finished second in the OVAC 3A title
chase. traltng Winersville. The teams tied 0-0 in regular-season play. The
Big Reds finished No. [9 in the UPI Class AAA poll. the largest classifica
tion in the state

Lee rushed for 989 yards and 16 TDs that fall. His 108 points led the
OVAC 3A in sconing. He also Janded 10 passes. Those numbers eamed Lee
first-team All-Valley and AN-OVAC plaudits while being named second-
team Al-Chio by UPL. He also played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game.

Lee was also a three-year letterman in basketball and he was voted the Big Reds’ top athlete
as a senior,

Lee’s prep heroics eamed him a gnd scholarship to WVLI, He chose the Mountaineers over
a slew of D-[ offers. Freshmen were not eligible to play in those days, Lee, however. enjoyed
a strong campaign with the Mountaineers’ frosh squad. leading the team with 372 yards on 97
carries in five games,

As a sophomore, Lee moved ima the No. 2 fuilback slot. rushing for 304 vards and three TDs
on 76 cammies. His toughness was maiched by his versattlity. resulting in htm being utilized as
fullback and tailback his final two scasons

Lee was the team’s second leading rusher both of those campaigns. gaining 543 yards as a
Junior and 623 stripes as a senior, while also leading the team with 10 TDs

A member of two WYLI Peach Bowl teams. he was selecied as No. 74 on the list of wop 100
all-time WVLI football players in the WV U Athletic Department Book, “Saturday Snapshots.”
published in 2015,

His success at Morgantown resuited in Lee being chosen in the third round of the NFL Draft
by the Baltimore Colis. He played in 42 games. stanting eight. He ended his Colts™ career with
940 yards on 206 carries.

Keith Vrotsos (athlete - 19705)

Keith Vrotses (Mantins Ferry High School. Class of 1979). Hpersonified
versatility at an elite level. starring for the Purple Riders in football. bas-
kerball and baseball, the diamond sport proving his pathway to a superb
collegiate careerThe four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball
team batted better than 330 his first two scasons before exploding in
his junior campaign. Vrosos earned firsi-team All-OVAC, All-Eastern
District and All-Valley honors that campaign after hiing at a robust 458
clip. He concluded his prep carcer by turning in a superb senior season,
He compiled a 386 average with 21 RBI, He was again accorded first
eam All-OVAC. All-Eastern District and All-Valley honors. The 5-11.
170-pounder was & four-ime Eastern Ohio Baseball All-Star Game participani

Vrolsos was also a standout on the gridiron. He ¢xcelled as a placekicker as a sophomore,
kicking 19 PATS and one field goal before becoming the Purple’s starting QB his final two
seasons. Vrotsos completed 49-of-100 tosses as a junior, good for 531 yards. He also rushed
for 250 stripes. As a senior, he earned second-teamy All-Ohio UPY honors alter completing
56-of-111 passes for 581 yards while also rushing for 423 stripes. He also picked off three
passes as a defensive back. In addition 10 his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named first-team
All-OVAC, All-Eastern District and All-Valley. He also played in the OVAC Al-Star Game,

He was also a three-year letterman in hoops The talented point guard averaged some 7
points as a sophomone., 10,1 as a junior and 9.2 as a senior. He was named second-team
All-OVAC as a senior. He helped lead the Purple Riders 10 sectional titles his final two
campaigns and capped his hoop career by playing in the OYAC All-Star Game,

Vroisos eamed a baseball scholarship 1o Ohio University where he lettered ali four years and
was named co-capiain in both his funior and senior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats
was outstanding as he batted 341 with 12 doubles. | triple. 7 home rung, 32 RBi and 12 stolen
bases. Vrotsos was a second-team All-Mid-American Conference selection as a senior. He fin-
ished his Bobeat carcer with a sharp 311 batting average. When he graduated, Vrotsos ranked
in the top L@ in the following calegories: games played (157), hits (141). home runs (15), RBI
(791, doubdes (201,101l bases {201}, runs scores (105) and siolen bases (30).

Georgia Dawson (Athlcte - 1980s)

Georgia Dawsen (Bellaire High School, Class of 1984) Dawson was a
tremendous three-sport standout for the Big Reds. excelling in basketball.
volleyball and 1rack & field

She achieved a rarity in the realm of Bellaire athletics. becoming a four
year letter-winner in basketball. surpassing the 1,000-peint plateau while
also grabbing more than 1000 rebounds. Dawson. wheo served as hoop
captain as both a junior and senior, was a three-time all-OVAC selection
while making the All-Valley firsi.team as a senior. Dawson was named
a two-lime All-District 12 basketball honoree and was a special mention
alk-Ohio choice as a senjor,

Dawson was just as donunant in volleyball. The three-year letterwinner served as the
team captain in her final two seasons, garnering first-team all-QVAC honors as a junior and
senior. Dawson was also a three-year standout in track for the Big Reds. In all, she fimshed
her illusirious prep career with 10 letters.

Dawson’s athletic success didn’t stop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she
took her immense athletic 1alent 1o West Liberty State College where she became a four-year
letterwinner in basketball and volleyball. Dawson was the Hilltoppers® volleyball captain as
a junior and senior. making the WYIAC All-Conference Team three seasons while being
accorded Volleyball Athlete of the Year her senior season.

In basketball. she still ranks in the top 20 in rebounds in Hilltopper history with 541
caroms

Dawson was inducied into both the Beltaire High and the West Libeny halls of fame. She
was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan in [988 and inducted into the Disiricy
2 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017,

Ron Stephens (Anhlete - 19805)

Ron Steplens (The Linsly School. Class of 1985). He is remembered
as one of the greatest baseball players in Linsly history, but the 6-4,
185-pounder was aiso a gified gridder and hoopster for the Cadets,

He was wice tabbed Linsly’s baseball MVP, The talented shortsop was
captain of the All-State Class A team as a senior while being an All-Valley
first-team honoree as both a junior and senior.

Stephens baued a robust 403 as a senior with 11 doubles, 29 runs
scored and a school record 28 stolen bases. That same season, he was a
sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA. helping the Cadels win the
OVAC Class 2A crown and script a 20-8 record. Stephens bated 349 as
a sophomore and he hit awa 345 clip as a junior with a pair of grand slams. The versatile
performer was a two-time first team Eastern Ohio Baseball League selection, earning player
of the year honors as a senior.

On the gridiron. the wide receiver/defensive back/kick retumer was so dynamic that he
received schotarship offers from many D-1 schools. including WV and Pitt. He sed an Chio
Valley record with 61 caiches in 10 games, a mark that has since been erased. Stephens was
a three-year starter it football for the Caders. He was a first-team All-Siate. All-Valley and
All-OVAC honoree as a senior,

He was no slouch in basketball either, carning first-team All-OVAC and second-team
All-Valtey honors as a senior after leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding, He was
third-team All-Valley as a junior

Stephens was drafted out of high school by the Boston Red Sox in the [3th round (413h
overall). He opted. however, 1o go the collggiate ranks and accepted a baseball scholarship to
the University of Cincinnati. At UC. he was utilized as an infielder. but his meal ticker was
on the mound, He was 6-5 as a junior, leading the Bearcais in strikeouts and a 3.84 ERA.
He was sclected by the Chicago White Sox in the 38ih round after his junior campaign and
played in the minor leagues For five seasons, advancing to the AAA Jevel with the Vancouver
White Sox of the Pacilic Coast League. He retired afier the 1992 season.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Roy ‘Al Glitch ©vac Contributor)

Ray *Al' Glitch (Bridgeport High Schoal. Class of 1969). When you're
known as the “Voice of the OVAC™, that’s a pretty zoed place to start, but
Glitch has also womn many other h:lt.-. within the conference over the vears
from athlete to coach to director

Manv known Glitch as o mmnsiay as the public address announcer lor
many vears at both the OVAC Bovs Girls Basketball Teurnnents and
the OVAC Samucl A Mumley AllStar Basketball Classie (both cvents
at Ohio Unwversity Eastern). and he's alse been on the “mic” and behind
the scorcbook at countless regular season and tournament ¢vents at St
Clapville High School.

Glitch also spent many vears on the OVAC Bascball Commuttee, ancluding 15 vears as the
sport’s director, and was the recipient of the 2013 OVAC Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorckeeper!
Timer Award,

At St Clairsville, he spent 32 vears as a math instructor and coached multiple sports,
including serving as head hovs” basketbali coach from 1978.83. He was the Distnict 12
Coach of the Year in 1950 and coached 1n the OVAC All-Star Game 1n 1931 He was also
named District (2 Assistant Coach of the Year in 2002,

He also was an assistant bascball and football coach for the Red Devils for 11 wewrs,

Gliteh had the St Clairsvilte Junior High Tournament named in his konor in 2002 and
he recerved the District 12 Baskethall Coaches Asseciaion Distinguished Service Award
m 2017

As an athlete_he’s a part of two teams on the Bndgeport High “Wail of Fame™ - the 1969
basketball and baseball state runner-up wams. and was an all-OVAC and all-Eastern Obuo
selection in both sports, caming honorable menuon alf-Ohio 1n basketball.

Glieh then attended West Laberty S1ate College where he was a foursvear letterman and a
two-time all-WVIAC selection. He recerved his bachelor s degree in secondany mathematics
n 1973 there and his master™ in educaton from the Universety of Dayton in 1981,

He also competed 1 the (hio Valley Baseball League for 24 years as a standout on the
Warwood Reds.

In addition to teaching at St C., he also served as a GED math instructor at the Belmont
Correctional Institule, eaming five neminations as Chio Correcuions Teacher of the Year and
becoming a [nalist in 2013,

Don Clegg (Media)

Don Clegg (Yohn Marshall High School. Class of 1974), 1 enjoved
a successful 26-vear career covenng local colleges and hugh schoobs
as a sports reporter and editor at the Wheeling News-Repister and The
Intelbigencer

During hes renure with the Wheeling newspapers. Clegg and members
of his sports departments received several state-wide awards for vari-
ous aruicles, features and special projects. A past president of the West
Virginia Sponswriters Associaton (WVSWa), Clegg charred numerous
all-state bovs’ and girls’ basketball and baseball comnuitees tor the
WVSWA. He also did publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumlev All-Star
Foothall Game for several vears

After leaving the newspaper business, he provided exiensive editorial services w the
West Liberty University athletic depariment as a prefessional freclance wnter for many
vears before being named sports information director atthe university e June of 2017 As
sparts informatien director, Clegg leads the sports information department s daily operations
and serve as prumacy media contact for WLUs 18 intercollegiate sports. His other respon-
sibilities nclude generating all editonal centent and athlenc publications. overseeing West
Liberty s athletics website and mantaming sports records and statistics.

Clegg also senves as a member of West Libertv’s Athletic Hall of Fame Committee

He i» 2 native of Moundsville and a John Marshall Hhigh School alum who later graduated
with horaes from the P I Reed School of Journabism ae West Virginta Unsversity in 1978

Dave Bruney (Coach)

Dave Bruney (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1969). 11 ever there
win someone who bleeds purple. it's “Coach Dave ™ During 40 vears on
the sidelines including 39 at his alma mater. Bruney amassed an impressive
overall record of 284135 (275-134 a1 Ferrv High) which ranks among the
top 20 in OHSAA history

Brunev-coached Purple Rider teams made the OHSAA plavotts 14 tmes
in a 20-vear span starting i 1998 |08, "99, 200002 "03_'04, 06, "08,
‘09,710, “LL, "3, ' 14, °17) and had only six <ub-.500 seasons in 39 vears
with only one after 1990 The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeated
regular seasons under Broney (1979, 1998, 2002 and 2004). with the *04 wam winning the
QEHSAA Division IV, Region 15 championship befure falling to Youngstown Cardinal
Moones (27-6) i the state senutinals

His teams also won six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1999, 2002, 04,
"08. "1 and “[3) and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-S1ar Football Games four
Limes,

Bruncy sports an impressive list of honors, including being named 10 the OHSECA Tlall of
Famie in 2010, He 2lso received the Ohio Coaches Achtevement Award from the Minor Pro
Football Hall of Fame in Pitisburg in 2014: the entire Brupey famdy was honored by the Lou
Holtz Lpper “Ohio Valley Hall of Fame with the Herntage Family Awacd in 2010: and Martins
Ferry's Dave Hruney Football Complex was named in his honor.

Brunev's coaching career began in 1973 as an assistant a1 Buckeve North under Bill
McHugh He then served as an assistant at Ferry three vears (1974 6) under his cousin,
Bob Bruney and then spent a vear as a graduate assistint at Marshall University under Frank
Elwood (1977).

His first head coaching stop was at neighboring Brideeport where he guided the Bulldogs
to a sparkiing 9-1 scason.

As an athlete, Bruney was an all.Ohio honorable mention and all-OVAC first team selection
as a metnber of the Purple Riders” football eam. He went on 1o Ohio University (graduating in
1973) where he was recruited by Ferry graduate Clff Hefflefinger and played for the Bobeats
under Coach Bill Hess.

Jay Circosta (Coach)

Jay Circosta (Shadyside High School, Class of 1963). When somcone
dedicates a half~centuny ef their life w something. it's wuly amazing, and
when vou're the sevond all-time winningest foothall coach in the Ohio
Vatlev's football wadition-rich hiswry, earning Hall of Fame accelades
s a given

Circosta achieved both, coaching 2 total of 30 vears including 47 as a
head coach and amassing a superb record of 336-[44-3 -- second only
1o Steubenvilie Big Red boss Reno Saccoceia in Ohio Vallev history and
ranking in the top 10 all-time in the state of Ohio

I Monroe County legend began lus coaching carcer i 1968, serving as an assistant
three years at Woodsficld under former Ohio State Umiversity standout Bob Butts, When
butts lefi for Union Lacal, Circosta took over to hegie a 47-vear head coaching run, the first
23 seasons a1 Woodsfield and then. fullowing consolidanen. for 24 vears a1 Monroe Central.

Circosta-coached teams enjoved six undefeated regular seasons (1973, 776, '91, 93, '99
and 20021 captured 14 OVAC championships (mne at Woodsfield. five at Maonroe Central)
and eamed 14 OHSAA plavoff appearances (five at Woodsfield: mine at Monroe Central}

Woodstield was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions by The Assoviated Press and
Monroe Central won the Divission V. Region 19 championship i 2001 hefore falling to
Bedford Chanel 1n the state semifinals.

He coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game four times (1974, "77,
81 & 2000) with a 2.2 tecard and he coached in the BACF All-Star Game once

Circosta also coached baseball for 14 vears with nearlv 150 victones

He was previously inducted into the West Liberty University Athletic Eail of Fame [ 1996)
and the Ohio High School Foothal! Coaches Hall'of Fame, e was named the Upper Ohio

Valley Dapper Dan Club’s “Man of the Year” in 2005 and was named Eastemn District
and Pioneer Vallev Conference “Coach of the Year™ numerous times. The road through
Memorial Park in Woedsfield is named “Jay Circosa Boulevard” and the “Jav Circosta
Fieldhouse™ 15 part of the athletic facilihes,

He received an A.B. in Secondary Education (P.E, Health. Speech and Driver Education)
from West Liberty where he plaved both football and bascball and an M.5.in Education in
Guidance and Counseling from the Univenity of Dayvion.

Jim Crosier (Official

Jim Craster [ Steubenville High Scheol. Class of [967). As a member of
the Ohio Valley Wresding Officials Association, Crosier spent 29 years as
an official, working countless OHSAA sectional, disinet and state tourna-
ments He was also i ited o officaate the 1979 NALA Natonal Wrestling
Champioaships at the Wheeling Civie Center (now WesBanco Arena)

In 2001, Crosier was named the Lamy Deaton OVAC Official of the
Year by the OVAC Wrestling Coaches Association for his exceptional
ellorts as an overseer of the mats: he was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling
Otficials Hatl of Fame in 2014 and was the recipient of the prestipions
“Mr. Mat” award at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tounament in 2016,

Crosier spent 40 vears as an educator. retinng 1 2011 He taught and coached at
Steubenville High for twe vears before moving o 1o Union Loeal where he was a teacher,
wresthng coach and athfeue director during his 38 vears there

As head coach of the Jets for aime vears. Crosier s mat teams won two UVAC Class 2A
niles and one Class 3A championship. He coached tour OVAC champions -~ Mike Gregg
Keliv Wallace, Randy Simpson and fefl McCormuck. He was named OVAC Coach of the
Year three times (Class AA in 1974 and 75 and Class AAA in 1980),

was the founder of the Ohio Valley Iunior High Championships in 1974 (now called
the OVAC Junior High Championships).

A~ an athlete at Steuberville High, Crosier was an OVAC runner-up at 175 pounds com-
peling under OVAC Hall of Fanie coach Bob Hedmond

Chet Daniels (Athlete - 19405)

Chet Daniels {Bellaire High School. Class of 1947), He camed seven
varsity Big Reds’ letters — three each in football and basketball plus
one in track.

He earned about every major foatball horor as a center in tooibail
his final vears — a two-time AI-OVAC largest Class AA, two-ime
Al-Eastern Ohio. and sceond wam All-Ohio as a senior and 1hird wam
All-Ohio as a junior in the one-class Associated Press selections, He was
team Mot Valuable Plaver and wam captain on the 9.1-1 record 1946
team which won the OVAC championship. Tle was selected on Ohie’s
South All-Star wam.

He carned a football scholarship to the University of Oregon, where he excelled for tour
vears — one year on the freshman team and three varsity letters as a two-way guard, The
1948 Oregon team went 9-1 overall and 7.0 in Pacific Coast Conference play and accepted
an invitation o plav Doak Walker-led Southern Methodist Univeraty in the 1949 Catton
Bowl. The Ducks bowed, 21-13 1n the game with Daniefs, an All-Pacific Coast Conference
selection, kicking the extra-point in the fourth quarter The 1948 Oregon football wam, with
Daniels. was inducted into the state of Oregon Hall of Fame in [9%¢

1}aniels, an honorable mention All-Amenca selection, led the NCAA mn placekicking
points with 46 in 1949,

Atler college graduauion, he enhisted 1n the 17 8. Ax Foree and, after discharge. made fus
home tn Ponland, Oregon. e died in 2003
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Shelly Carroll (athicte - 19805)

Shelly Carroll (Martins Fermv High Scheot. Class of 1988) Carroll was
nothmng short of a scorng machime durng her Purple Rader davs

The 5-11 forward av enged 29 8 pownts and 10.6 rebounds a game i her
senior season tor Coach Lamy Duck. Thase lofty numbers eamed her 1/P1
Division [T Olio Plaver of the Year honors.

Carrol! finishied her sparkling prep carcer with 1626 points. estab-
lishing a new school record for bovs or girls She was a second-tean
all-Chio chutee as a jumor while being :abbed honorable mention in her
sophomore season

Carroll plaved in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association
North-South All-Star Game and also competed :n the Inemanonal Cage Tourmament m
Budapest. 1Tungan 1 1987

The mulu-talented athlete also was 2 standout vollevball performer for Ferry. She was
seleeted 10 the all«OVAC team after her senior season,

Her prodigious scoring camed her a basketball scholarship 10 the Universitv of Tennessee
at Chattanooga, where she because a foursvear starter. She helped the Lady Mocs 1o three
Southern Conference championships.

Carroll finished her career at Chattanooga with 1,013 points while alvo ranking first in
schoal istory via her 314 field goad pereentage. She also rnks inthe wp L0 in UTC annals
in games played (115). rebounds {560). field goals made (450) and free throw percentage
(74.1). She was named first-leam AlE-Southem Conference in 1992,

She was twice honored with the Quistanding Achievement Award by the Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan Club {1989) and (1993)

Mike Gulan (Athiete - 19805)

Mike Gulan (Swubenville Cathulic High School.Class of 1959)
Gulan was a three-sport star at Catholie Central, but baseball proved to
be his future calling card.

He was firsteteanmy All-Vallev, AIFOVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern
Distrivt his senior s¢ason in baseball a campaign 1in which he batted
432 with five home runs, seven doubles, 23 hits, 15 RBI and 18 stolen
Bases 1 19 awtempts. The walented thid baseman was named seeond wam
All-Valley as a junior

[n tootball. he was a second-team All-Vallev honoree as a sumor and
camed honorable mention AlL-OVAC Class AAA n basketball

His sparkling prep diamond carcer earned lum a scholarship to Kent State Unrversuy
where he excelled for tliree seasons betore being selected in the second round of the Major
League Drall (33rd overall prick) by the 51 Lous Cardinals

Gulan was named Mid-Amencan Conference Plaver of the Year and second team All-
America, He was first-teany AL-MAC as a juntor and <econd team as a sophomore

As a Golden Flash junior. Gulan led the MAC in hitting [ 430). home runs (17). RBI
(68) and wriples (6). As a sophomere, he batted 311 with {1 homers. He barted 336 as a
{reshman,

Gulan was one of 90 plavers in the nation invited to the U.S. Olympic team trvouts in
1992, He was inducted into the Kent State Hall of Fame in 1999,

Gulan enjoved a L 3-year carcer (two in majors, part of L2 in the minors and one in Japan)
from 19922404, He was 1 member of the Candmals’ mapor league club in 1997 and the
Florida Marhins in 2001 and alse signed with the Pirates in 2002 and White Sox in 2003,

He was also was a Steabenville American Legion Post 33 bawball Mandout.

Jamie Adams (Athlete - 1990x)

Jamie Adams {The Linsly Schooi. Class of 1994). This former Cadets
was instrumental, not only at Linsly, but throughout the Ohio Valley, in
puning soccer ot the map.

A four-vear regular for the Cadets, Adams ciched his name into lore at
both at the prep and colicgiate level.

When vou consider that Adams led the state of West Virginia in scoring
three times in his carcer, it's not hard to sce why he gained such a undry
list of accolades Afier scoring just seven goals as a freshman. Adams
exploded onto the sceae 1 1991 by sconng 37 tmes. He went for 46 as a
Junitor and 50 goals as a sentor

His 140 career goals 1s sull a record at Linsly

Adams was the first West Virginaa athlete and OVAC plaver to gamer Parade All-Amenican
honors in seccer He was named All-Amenican by National Soccer Coaches Association and
was an ESPN MceDonald ™« Scholasne Player of the Week in 1992

Locallv. Adams was named first-team all-OVAC three times, conference plaver of the year
twice, Arst-team all-Valley shree dmes and eaprained the squad twige, He was named first-
team all-IPS1, three times and [PSL Plaver of the Year as a seoior.

Adter <ifting throtgh more than 30 offers, Adams elected to continue his career at Princgton
University. He was a four-vear starter with the Tigers and served as a team caplain in 1997
He was also named to the all-Ivy League team that season.

Adams was alse heavily involved with the United States Clymmc Development Program.
He was a member ol the Region | team which plaved in Europe. He was zlso selected for the
Region 1 pool live tites and was a par ol six state ODP weams.

Gn top of his prep and collegiate exploits, Adams shined at the club level, oo, He a part
of teams that wen six Snicker’s Cup state championships and was in the regional final tour
times. Admns was inducted to the West Virginia High Schoul Coaches Assaciation Hall of
Fame in 20 2.

Scott Coyne (Athlete - 19905)

Seott Coyne (Bellaire High School, Class of 1994). This former Big
Reds” point guard was a wizard with the ball in his hands for OVAC Hall
of Fame coach Gene Amunirants during his prep career,

While it was in basketbatl where Covne achieved some of his greatest
moments, his suecess wann't limited here. e was a three-sport standout
for the Big Reds, shining in track and football as well.

Covie finished his prep career with 1051 points, including a 19.1
points per game average as a serior. He did more than score the ball, He
smuffed the stat sheet o 2 tune of nine assists and seven rebounds a game
as he led the Big Reds 1o therr first undefeated regular season and an eventual 2E-1 record.

Durmg his junior scason. Covne averaged 20.4 | points a game. He netted his career high
of 43 points that ~eason against $1 Clairsvilie The Big Reds finished 17-3 and won the
OVAC that scason

Covne ranks 10 the op L in numerous Bellaire categones, including 3-point shooting (44
percent), free-throw percentage (77 percent), steals (1413 and his points are the 151h besy

Coyne eamed all-evervthing as a senior, He was all-Eastern Dasinict, Dastrict 12, OVAC
and all-Valley and was named to the MeDonald s All-Anerican and Street and Smith's All-
American hehorable mention lists. He was also named one of the top 25 players in Ohio by
USA Today and plaved in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game.

As nwide receiver. Covie was the go-10 guy for the Big Reds during his three-year career.
He finished with 1.764 yards. Included was a 1993 campaign in which he caught 61 passes
for 967 vards, which ranks seventh in BHS hisory. Covne was named to the all-Ohio first
team. He was also named all-OVAC and all-Eastern District.

On the track, Covne qualified for the state track and ficld championship meet twvice in
the 300 intermediate hurdles He was a multiple-time OVAC placer i that event as well as
running ke legs on relay teams for the Bip Reds.

1le died ragecally in a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old. At the ime of hus death,
he was one of the area’s nsing basketbali oflicials.

Cowne was inducied to the Distrier 12 Basketball Coaches Assogiation Hall of Fame in 2015
The Scott Coyne Memeonal Scholanship exasts at Bellre High School 10 honor ha legacy,

Tyler Engle (Athlete - 20005)

Tvler Engle (Fort Frve High School, Class of 2007) Tt didn't matier
the season for this former Cadet mulii-sport standout because he shined
brghtly The winner of 11 variity fetters  Engle really stood ocut on
the basketball court and baseball ficld where be ¢amed eight of those
MOnograms.

It was baschall where Fngle eamed his opportunity to compete colle-
giately at The Ohio State University Plaving tor the late Sonny Bidwell,
Engle hit 502 for his career with 12 home runs and 117 RBEs in leading
the program to a "423 record

As a semor. Engle batted a robust 5135 with four humers and 34 RBIs
en route to eaming all-Olio first team honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastern Dnstrict
and Mizuno Al-Sear Gumes. lie was named first-team all-Eastern District four times and
was the plaver of the year as a senior. Twice, Engle was named firsi-team all-OVAC and was
the Class 2A Plaver of the Year as a senior. He camed all-PV'C four times,

On the basketball court. Engle left a lasting mark as he helped Coach Dan Liedike's pro
gram o 5 victories by scoring 1,760 career points, He grabbed 400 rebounds. passed out
2400 assists and had 130 steals during his career. He alse drained 329, 3.point goals, which
is the Ohio state record,

During his senior scason. Fogle averaged 198 points en route o first-leam all-Chio
all-Eastern District, all-OVAC, all-Pioneer Valley Conterence and all-Divtrier 12, He alwo
ook pan in the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. That followed up a juniot
campaign in which he was named third-team ail-Ohio. He was aciuadly listed on the all-state
team each vear of his career.

Engle also lettered three times in fooibail, but elected not to play his senior season.

After high school. Engle elected to become a Buckeye. He lettered four times as a short-
stop. e plaved in [93 career games and batted 256, He had four home runs, 82 RBis and
had 155 hits. When ke finished his career, he ranked second in GSU history with 189 starts.

With his playing davs behind him, Engle entered coaching. He coached at Ohio Valley
Universus, where he fimshed his Master’s Degree. Flon Universiy and Manetta College
He's currenily the baseball coach at Meadewbrook High School

Liz Repella (athlete - 20005)

Liz Repella (Steubenville High School, Class of 2007) Whether tt was
u Big Red or West Virgittia Universiy, this standout basketball plaver
simply scared the ball.

The multi-talented combo guard carned all-Ohio honors four temes
during her prep career. She wis named first-team as both a jumor and
senior Repella was named the state's plaver of the vear, averaging 26.9
"](!lnl'\ a g'l.ll"lL 15 A Semor

She was named 1o the tBurd 1eam as a freshman and second 1weam as a
saphamore

She 15 the all-ime leading svorer 1 Steubenville history - regardless off gender -- with
2065 potnts.

Along with her state accolades, she was named all-OVAC four times and first-team all-
Eastern District four times. gamering plaver of the vear as a junior and semor

Repella, who was also a multi-vear letter winner n soecer. was ranked the 63rd best
plaver in her class as a senior. which garnered several Division 1 offers She eventually
seltled on becoming a Mounttineer.

AUWYVL, Repella lettered four vears and scored |,612 points, grabbed 712 rebounds. She
alse collected 207 steals, passed out [62 assists ud blocked 76 shots

She was named firsi-leam all-Big East as a junior and senior and was just the second
WAL fematle to pamer firsi-team honors in back-to-back seasons.

Repella was an honorable mention all-American after her senior senson in which she
helped lead West Virginia te a 24-10 record and a second-round NCAA Touney appearance.
During her final season in Morgantown, Repella led the team in 12 statistical eate gorics.

All told, she plaved in 134 games, which is the most in WVU history, and she was part
of 96 victories, Her college pomnt total was seventh best in WU history at the ume of her
graduation,

Away from athleties, Repella was o standout student. She graduzted with a degree in exer-
cise physiology and a GPA of 3.96. She was a representative on the WYL Student-Athlete
Advisory Commuitiey, She also received the Bip East Scholar Athlete Sports Excellence
Award and was an Academic All-Amcerican




V. Everett Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Brinkman Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those grear athleres who plaved or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formarion of the conference in 1943 or who plaved or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

V. Everett Brinkman {Wheeling High School. Class of 19231
One of only three ! 3-letter winners in football basketball, bascball and track st Wheelmg High. he was an all-state football end and scored 54 poinis tm a basketball game
as a freshman. He became a three-sport. nine-letier standout at W, Va. Wesleyan College belore returning to the Ohio Valley 10 cam his mark in coaching.

A pioneer of the jump shot and (ast break. Brinkman coached Benwood Union from F928-33 and Wheeling High [rom 1934-35 10 a combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 356- 138 with five staw citdes in seven trips o the linals. The 1938 and 1950 wams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won i 1936, 1940
and 1943, The "40 and "43 (eams lost but once.

Brinkman also coached lootball for 14 vears — six at Benwood Union and cight at Wheeling. with a combined record of 87-32-15 meluding 40-9-4 at Union, Four ot
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playolT cra: 1928 and 1931 Union. both unbeaten. and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937 The "34 1eam was
unbeaten but ewice ted.

He also was a top-{lizht foothall ofticial for several years and active in state coaches and oflicials” oreanizations.

Brinkman carlier was clected o four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Spons. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan. City of Wheeling, and W. Vi, Wesleyan Sports,

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (Wellsville High School. Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball seoring machine in high school and college who artracted national atention and was profiled in numerous books, national magavzines and
major newspapers. Two books were written on his career,

The 6-9. 190-pounder played only one scason at Wellsville High after siting out a year following trassfer from rondade. [n 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 3[-point average. second best in Ohro. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57,34 and 50 pomts. Wellsville fost only 1o 28-1 record state runncr-up
Steubenvitle and handed W. Va. Class 3 champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played taoo scasons. In 1933, he scored 1954 points in 39 games for mational record 50,1 per
zame average. He scored [16 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954 he averaged 46.5 points and scored 113 ve. Hillsdak: College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest. Providence. Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden. Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium,

The NATA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters, He also played in the Fastern and ABL pro kagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professionad foutball placekicker, but he was much more.

In high school. he was a three-spont standout and All-Ohio in foothall and basketbail. He was center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
team which won the 1941 stawe Class A titke. He also was a tackle onthe 10-0-1 record 1941 football wam which claimed an Ohio co-championship afler a 14-14 tie with
Tolede Libhey 1n a pest-scason challenge game. Groza, by the way. kicked only one ficld goal in high school.

He played Foothall as a freshman at Ohio Stawe belore joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967

When he retired, he was pro fooball's all-time lewding scorer with only one 'TD and 1609 points. He booted 234 ficld goals. with a long ol 33 yards. He had
comversion streak ol 134 and scored in FO7 straight zames. The Lou Groza Award is given annually w college fooball’s wp placekicker.

A nine-time Pro Bow! offensive tackle., as well as kicker, he played monine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four Atl-American Conference title wams.

The Pro Foetball and Upper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan Hafl of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named or him in Manins Ferry,

Clarke Hinkle {Toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versaule carly cra football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the ‘Toronto High School Football Stadium hehind the school 1s named 1 s honor.

The 5-11.195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University. where he was inducted into the Tirst Hall of Fame class. and in the National Football
League. He was inducted. in 1964, in the sccond class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame Tor College Football and the LUipper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the Fast in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team 1o an unbeaten seasen in 1931, He then played in the Bast-West Game
where he was selected the Most Quistanding Player.

From 1932-41 . the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile plavers in the Nauonal Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker. and
was cited for his iunning. blocking. receiving. kicking and tackfing.

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-ime All-Pro. He was on the NFL AT Time Two-Way wam selected in 1994 One ol the Packer
practice ficlds s named 0 his honor.

When he retired. he was the leading rusher (3860 yards on 1371 carriest in NEL history and his wotals now rank sixth i Packer history, He scored 379 career points
and averaged 408 yards punting.

Calvin Jones (Steubenviile High School. Class of 1952)

This two-sport Big Red standout was o htgh school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but ts best known for Tootball.

At Big Red. he helped the 1952 basketball wam to a schoob-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up [nish. En route. Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsvalle
team its only 1wo losses

In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Towa over Ohio State and went on 1o All-Big len Conlerence honors three times, He made 22 All-America
teams at guard. mcluding & record 15 i 1954, As team captain. he earned the Qutland Trophy 2iven o the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two
consensus All-America picks at lowa. where he played both offense and defense,

A member of the College Football and Helms Athietic Foundavon Halls of Fame. he was mducted mto the First lowa Hall of Fame class and s o mwember of the
All-Time Havwkeye team. His jersey Noo 62 was retred by Towa, one of ondy two at the schood.

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Spons Hlustrated
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Bernie Russ Carl Bernie Jule
Allen Craft Hamill Mehen Rivlin

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who playved or coached after that date but before
their schoo!l became a member of the conference.

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sports for the Potters. he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team: a regular basketball player on team which upset
unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional ournament: and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Bascball Game and was on winning Ohio football
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.,

At Purdue University, he carned six letters as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was weam MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in bascball.

Allen earned National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sponts [lustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue’s Quistanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charloue, N.C., he went on 10 a 12-year major
league carcer from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators. New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. [n 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Fomn Tresh for the
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y.

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (welisburg High School. Class of 1939)
He: was a three-sport performer in football. basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back,

Craft played football. baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama. where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern
Conference honors.,

Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football 1eague, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the
All-Time Eagles® Team. He plaved on Eagles” teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947, He was named 1o the Pro Bowl in 1951 and
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Piusburgh Steeler extra-poimt kicks
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950,

Crafi is crediwed as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFI, career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films® preseniation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retum,
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

Cralt is inducted into the W, Va, Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hamill (Linsty School. Class of 1922)
A legendary athlete and high schood coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-spon standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player. he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920. a rare total in the center jump. low-scoring era.

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football wams scheduled top-noich programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10
mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won the first-¢ver WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year. he coached the 1950 bascball team
10 its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball teamn lost a 38-37 regional titke game to unbeaten Wheeling High. which went on to
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the Year™ for high school and college all sports.

In basketball. he guided Weir w0 a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942,

Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan. Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio
Valley Football Coaches Hail. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor.

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first 1eam all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0
record in 1938,
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman, Mehen scored 1.193 points in 84 career
games with many coming during the center jump. low scoring cra.
He later earned All- America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. After serving in World War H, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992.

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1935)

He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934, He also was the high-point scorer in the 19335 one-class state track
meet where he won three gold medals. He timed [0.2 for 100 yards. 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit.

At Marshall College. he was one of the first guards 10 run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors
while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two
Mid America Conference titles.

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52,

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation’s best pro weams including the Harlem Globetrotters.

He was a 1980 charter inductee 1nto the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and 1s a member of four other halls of fame. including W, Va. Sports, Marshail and Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan.
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Rudy Mike Les Charles ‘Doc’ Jim ‘Monk’
Baric Basrak Carney Hartwig Moscrip

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those grear athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior 1o the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached afier that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Rudy Baric iBenwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first team AJl-W.Va. basketball honoree us a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section
finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen 1o a state tournament berth and the school’s best-ever record of 23-2,

Al West Virginia University. the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigrous than the NCAA Tournament. Afier a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed-
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island Ui, 52-49. n the first round. WV U then deteated Toleda. 51-39. and Western
Kentucky. 47-45. before | 7000 fans in the finals, The team’s only 6-tooter was the team’s leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WV to a 45-20 record.

In 1943, with WVL coach Dyke Raese in the armed services. Baric served as interim coach and guided WVU 1o a 14-7 record. He then went on (o
coach high school basketbaH for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J.. where his teams won more than 300 games.

A member of the All-Time WVL! era team. he was inducted into the second WVL Hail of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee.

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School. Class of 1931}

The 6-3. 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds” career and earned Ali-Eastern Ohto and All-Valley honors before becoming the
tirst college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America
by the A-A board. The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride tor its hometown hero by placing a [0-foot pictorial
banner above the front entrance 1o the City Building.

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates. later
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain. inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was
a fitth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Carney {Wintersvitle High School, Class of 1952)

A [0-letter winner in four sports — football. basketball. baseball and track — for the Warriors. the tootball running back played in only one losing game
in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however. didn’t join the OVAC until 1955 atter Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University.

As a sophomore OU running back. he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military
service.

After returning. he led the Bobeats™ track team to the 1958 and 1939 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior, He held the NCAA
220-vard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won
the conterence 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time. he ¢laimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Carney was drafied by the NFL Baltimore Colts. but bypassed the ofter for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track
meets. He earned a spot on the LS. team tor the 1959 Pan-American Games and won 4 silver medal at 200 meters.

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S, Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals.
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Haly. who set an Olympic record of 2005 seconds. Carney’s time of 20.6
would have won every previous Olympie final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (Benwood Union High School. Class of 1930

An All-Valley and All-West Virzinia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for
Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928, At Pitt, he was selected team captan.
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl., and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season,
The 1934 Pitt team was accluimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record.

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Maoscrip and Michigan’s Gerald Ford. a tuture 1.8, president.

Hartwig became a national hero when he was prctorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box. the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored,

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning 10 Pitt 10 join the athletic department.

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field. after the school’s only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ MOSCfiP {Adena High School. Class of 1931)

He earned 10 letters in three sports — football. basketball and baseball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Vailey football end under Coach Fred
Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes. 284- 19, He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament.

After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg. Pa.. the 6-foot. | 86-pounder became a three-vear starter @t Stanford University and played on the famed
“Vow Boys™ team — so named for vowing not to lose 10 Southern Calitornia during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat-
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip.
a two-way end and placekicker. was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMLI He also plaved in the East-West Shrine Game.

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Dratt in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions,

A member of the All-Time Stanford team. he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hali of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those grear athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1953).

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poli.

The Pouers defeated Cleveland West. Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen. Alliance. Martins Ferry, Salem. Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Sandusky. 13-13.

Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield, Alliance quarterback Len Dawson. a fusture star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season.

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career,

An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game.

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which
advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division.

The 1938 team. coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer. the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals.

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high schoot and the pros, however, He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons. he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg. Pa.. in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed. as a first baseman and outfielder.
in Fargo. N.D.. and Charleston. W.Va.. before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre. Pa.. before being
catled up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56
before retiring from baseball.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933).

A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state
competition from 1929-32,

He was the anchor of the 9-0 record. unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2.126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s.

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
the Lipper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951.

Kenny Griffith (welisburg High School. Class of 1937).

He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team whtch won its first. and only. OVAA championship with an [8-] regular season record. It ended a
school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark. in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1.596 points set by national Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
last two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0} and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season.

In 1941, the smail college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed
in a national Ail-Star game in Chicago.

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team.

After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

Jim Keane (Linsty Military Institute, Class of 1941).

The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf. tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and
received a football scholarship to the University of lowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago.

A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end. he was drafted in the [8th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship game.

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year. 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Tom Kinkade (toronto High School. Class ot 1938)

He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling m football at Ohio State University.

As a senjor in high school. he Ted Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season.
The 1938 team advanced 1o the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport.

The 6-foot-1. 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points
i game.

In a 82-31 rout of Midland. Pa.. Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. it was the second highest Okio Valley effor
at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years.

A quarterback in football. he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-vear letterman and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football.

Fred Negus Martins Feery High School. Class of 1940)

He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football. basketball and basebail and earned All-Valley honars as a junior center and senior full-
back while serving as team captain in two Sports.

After a year in prep school, he played football (wo years at the University of Wisconsin and eamed All-Big Tea as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record
teum ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve. he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and
also lettered in track. After a year i the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines” football team. he was drafted by the NFLs Cleveland
Rams, bul opted 1o return to the University of Wisconsin, He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team
against the Chicago Bears.

After college. he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conterence and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears

In 1998_ he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame, In 20053, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson. Wis.

Charley Seabngkt {Benwood Lnion High School. Class of 1937)

He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood L'nion High, earning AH-West Virginia one-class honors in tootball
and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior. he led the [ronmen 10 a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus
a state tournament berth. During that run. the Jronmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling,

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football. basketball and baseball.
A three-year starter as blocking back. single-wing quarterback and linebacker. he also batted 300 as a left-handed basebail first buseman and played guard
in basketball.

He was selected to the WV football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WYL Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the LS. Army. After the war. he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades. he died in 1981,

Nick Skorich Bellaire High School. Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Big Reds” athlete in football. basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams
which won titles in the OVAA. the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1,8-2 and 9-1.

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections.

Skorich was drafied by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service. he played three seasons as guard for the
Steelers before tuming to coaching — first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers. Green Bay and Philadelphia betore beconung
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staft and became the Browns™ head coach from F971-74. After leaving
Cleveland. he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004.

Moffat Storer (the Linsly School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Cadet standout in tootball, basketball and track where he set the longest-fasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash.

An All-Valley fullback. he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophamaore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the
1929 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet. the most prestigious meet in the area a1 the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virgima until 1972

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was
played in Durham. N.C.. the only time outside Pasadena. Calif.. because of World War [T in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils” track team and
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays.

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but. after graduation. served in the armed forces

He tived in Chattanooga. Tenn,. tor several vears, and is deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Floyd Baker — e graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys’ basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45.

He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden ¢ra from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5. 27-4 and 23-3,
all by Baker). five sectional crowns (three by Baker). and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-36.

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the
Ohio state tournament, highiighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad.

He started the Purple Riders’ golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included [2 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams.

His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of
Famer Lou Groza. and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1). led by Hall of
Famer Alex Groza. won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

Baker’s 14-year OQhio Valley coaching record was 277-77. with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ghio largest Class A championship. He
left Ferry for a job in Richmond. Ind.

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known
throughout Ohic. he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third. he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion.

Hoppel. who also plaved football at Beaver. was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi-
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 “Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers.”

For 10 straight years. from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions
— three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High.

Carl Hoppel. a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppe! Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric.

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn ali-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as ail-state
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-f and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a
conference forerunner of the OVAC,

[n 1938, when both Dick and Bernte Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC
Legends charter selection. The Witdcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter.

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia. and ended his prep career with more than 1,300
points. a high total for that era.

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin.

Will Robinson {Steubenville High School. Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football. basketball. baseball and track, he was the
“T" quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten. untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck)
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback.

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament.

Al West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports. won |2 varsity letters. and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.

He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games whiie producing numerous college and pro athletes
at Cass Tech and Pershing High Schooi.

In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university — Illinois State — where he coached Olympian and NBA player
Doug Collins. After five winning seasons. he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons’ staff as a scout.

He’s also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, [llinois State, Michigan Sports Hail, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died. at
age 96, in 2008.

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Class of [920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919,
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year. four-sport (football. basketball. baseball. track) performer at the school
which was merged. along with Chester and Newell. into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete. in 1919, to earn first
team all-state football honors.

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as weil as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team,
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team.

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He aiso became athletic director and started the football program at oid St.
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WV U Sports Hall of Fame and the W.
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died. at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Bob Bentz (Bcaver Local High School. Class of 1972). It high school, he dominated the arca and Ohio distance running scene while seiting
school 1.600- and 3.200-meter school records which remain on the books.

He becanie the first sub-nine minate 3.200-meter runner in Ghio history (£:58) and his 4:20 time in the £.600 remains on the school record books.
As a junior. he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed sceond in the state meet 2-mile run,

As 2 senior, Bentz was undefeated in eross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He camed All-America stius by placing
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field Nanonal Meet in Baton Rouge. La.

Recruited by the University of Tennessee. he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons., four Southeastern Conlerence titles and the 1972
NCAA title. In track. his wams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country
and track seasons while carning All-SEC honors.

Charles “Punque” Cartledge Sicubenville High School. Class of 1912), The (irst area indugtee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of
Fae and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the arca and Ohio maps with a 22-year
record ol 140-38-11 from 1916-40,

His teams omscored foes by 3.772-870 and dealt famed Masstlon its worst Joss ever, 68-0L in £931. Thai 1eam was led by OVAC Halt of Fame
Legends George {Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included wop team from around Ohio and western
Pennsylvania.

[n a pre-playolf cra. his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions live times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached scven
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads.

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school wams, with a fone defeat in 1924 1o the Carnegic College freshmen. They
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts.

He also coached Big Red basketball o a [81-139 record Trom 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team.

As a high school senior (191 1-12}. he captained Big Red foothall. baskeiball and baschall wears and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978,

Jim Jordan (Chester High School. Class of [943), A 6-foot-3. 195-pound basketball center. he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class
West Virginia All-State team afier leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the fosses, including the regional tournament, were 10 26-1 record state
champion Wheeling High.

[n five vears ol college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrvolled in the Navy V=12 program at Mount St Marys
iMd. College, he was the Ieading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Coniderence,

He earolled at the University of North Carelina in the Naval ROTC program and carned sceomd team and first icam All-Amcrica honors in two
seasons with the Tur Heels, The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklabhona A&M. He was the only unanimous choice Tor All-
Southern Conference and ed the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card ol basketbatl legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the raflers
of the Dean Smith Center,

Jordan linished his college carcer with two scason at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildeats” 1947 NIT title tewmn and the 1948
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later
selected 1o the Al-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The [melligencer.

Jordan. who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years,

Casimir Myslinski (Stcubenvilie High School, Class of 1941). tn high school. he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big
Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles { Punque) Cartledge.

He cntered West Point in the last pre-World War I class and under the siepped-up wartime progran. he graduated in three years with a B.S. in
engincering.

He served as cuptain of the 1943 Army 1eam and carned the Mosi Valuable Player award while being named 1o cvery frst team All-America sclee-
tion as a 6-foot. 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockae Award as the nation’s oustanding lineman in 1943,

Allter graduadion in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Pomt in admunistration in 1932, In 1956, he became head ol the
Physical Education Department at the Air Force Acudemy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh.

He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977,

Myslinski died in 1993.

Norman “Wild Man” Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley™s most prominent product of the old six-man
foothall teams at the smaller enrolhent schools.

The 6-Too1-2, 225-pound athlete played toothall, basketball and bascball for the Tornados.

After high school. he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly atended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College. where he
played foothall and basketball.

A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight scasons from 1950-
37, He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, wlong with Reggic White. as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles” honer roll.

Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks alter it was reported he was wnofTicially credited with 17 sacks against
New York Giants” guarterhack Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952, He earned the nickname “Wild Man™ from his pass rushing resubting in opponents’
vardage losses

An inductee inte the Marshall and West Virginia State Sports Halls ol Fame. he was honared in Pine Grove with a “Norman Willey Day™ on Sept.
135. 2006, Siens proclaiming “Home of Wild Man Willey™ were erected at the entrance (o the town as well as at Valley High School.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Chio cross country championships and led the star
of the most successful team profgram in state history. He catﬁ)turcd individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Camna as an All-American selection.

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns —the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985.

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten am
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division [ National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Jim Georfe (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-game win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-46
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin,
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

In basketball, he Jed the Spartans to a 22-3 record —second best in school history — and the Jefferson County title.

He acce‘fted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl:
Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force.

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points — second most
in area histery at the time — as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular seasen. He
scored 74 potnts against New Athens —second best in Ohio Valley history at the time — and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws.

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-plaver first team AHl-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services.

The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two
seasons.

Howell, who also played on the Orioles’ six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services,
He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990.

Dave Jones (Jewet-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketbail guard led the Ohio Valley in scoring his last two seasons with
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12
rebounds a game as a senior.

A two-time first team All-Vailey captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior. His
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team
by The Intelligencer newspaper.

A three-sport, 11-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the “Small Schools™ with 51 receptions for 766 yards.
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper.

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time reguiar as a junior.

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif.

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the
1953 footbal! team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) in school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley “Smail
School” team. He also started for West Virginia’s winning team over QOhio in the annual Chio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National
All-American High School Team honors.

In basketbail, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school’s best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament
in Sistersville.

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship.

Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolied at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and

unter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was featured in Sports Dllustrated for a major role
in Purdue’s upset of No. 1 ed Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled “The Greatest Moments in Purdue Footbail History.”

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game,

He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg.




John ‘Zip’ Russell ‘Tuss’
Behen Cunningham Edwards Hugh Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

John ‘Zip’ Behen tCambriddge High School, Cluss of 1918). The former Bobeat was one of the first [.000-point seorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops
history. He fimshed his four-year high schoot career with 1.271 points. which stitl ranks fifth on the all-time Bobeat scoring charts.

In his senior season. Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woadslicld: The mark remains s the Bobeats™ single-game
school record and was the standard Tor Ohio Valley schools unil Yorkville's Ken Alessi. a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame. broke the record with 70
points in 1949 versus Shadyside,

Behen wound up with 434 points as a sentor while leading the Bobeats to g second straight 18-2 record,

As a junior, he scored 386 points, His sophomore total for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He started his career as a freshman wath 129 points for a 16-2
record squad. During his four-year career. the Bobeats posted o combined 62-16 record.

Behen played one scason at West Virginia University. letering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average,

In 2007. Cambridge High Schouol retired Behen's jersey number 18.

Ken Cunniugham (East Liverpool High School, Cluss of 19611, A threg-spon Patter athlete, he carned All-Ohio honors in baskeiball and fooiball and
wis the Ohio High Scheol Basketball Player of the Year selection for 196(-61 by The Associated Press. the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was
selected 1o the Schalastic Coach All- American team,

During his prep carcer. Cunningham becanie the Potiers” all-tinie leading scorer in basketball. including a school-recerd 41 points in a game while scoring 439
season points for a 24-peint per game average. He also led the Potters in scoring as a sophomore and jumor.

In football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio und teant Most Valuable Plaver honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Easiern
Chio and All-County selections. He also played three hasehall scasons tor the Potters

He accepted a baskethall scholarship o the 1961 NCAA nationat chantpion University of Cincinnate and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 when he was a
Ireshian. As i sophomaore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA ruaner-up to Loyola-Chicago.

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assists as a junior and the three-year letterman was elected team captain as @ senior.

He later returned 1o Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach i Akron University for three scasons before leaving the coaching ranks, He currently
resides in Stow, Ohio

Russell ‘Tuss’ Edwards (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1923). He was an honored. record-setting Purple Rider athletie who served as team
captain of football. basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All-Valley hatfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior scason. he
set record which was listed as an Ohio Valley record for several vears, He scored 56 points on cight 1ouchdowns plus cight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blanking
of Coshocton.

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefterson College, then a “major college™ football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is
named. He played his final theee years as a regular end tor coaches Allic Miller and Andy Kerr As a senior, he was All-East and carned some second team All
America honors

Aller rejecting an offer to play pro foutball with the Phuladelphia Yellow Jackets, he returncd w the Ohio Valley 1o coach high school ot Adena. Warwouod wnd
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 football team went [0-0, the girls” baskethall fcam was [8-0and the boys™ hoop tean had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip. a Stanford Unsversity All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys” basketball tcam 1ok a 21.0
record 1o Chicago 1o compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarierfinals.

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from [953-68, He was named Wheeling Faycees™ Citizen ol the Year in
1956 In [984. he was inducted imo the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Daa Hall of Fame

Bob Hugh {Scio High School. Class of 1930). The most honered athlete in Scio High history. he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring records
which remain six decades [ater. He was the secord Eastern Ohio athlete (o twice earn first tcam. five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was
one year carhier by OVAC charter Hull of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the second-icading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored
T4 points in 30 games as 2 junior, second best in Ohio 1o Alessi, Hugh scored 1,386 points in 35 games for an average of 23 points during his last twa seasons

The 6-fom-3 forward scored a school, and current Harrison County, recond 60 points in g 96-30 win over New Athens. He also scored 30 in an carlicr 96-36
rout of New Athens.

In his senior season. he led the Panthers o their best-cver season of 24- 1. Scio won its {iest 24 games, and the Harrison County and scetional wournamenis, belore
bowing (o Strasburg in the district. In his four scasons on the varsity. Scio went 88- 13 with records of 24-1. 26-4 and a regional wurney berth, 22-5 and 16-3.

Hugiv also played on the Scio six-man fouball ieam which went unbeaten (9-03 in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947, The four-year record wis 26-3-1

He played freshman basketball at Ohio University.

Jael eres [Weirton Dunbar High School. Class of 1954). The first graduate of a segregaied high school 1o be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-scason
football standout Tor the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conierence as a member of o aationally-ranked Michigan State University team.

Al Dunbar, the 6-foot- 1. 2 13-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from [950-33 and seeved as caprain of the once-beaten 1953 wams which defeated
the ather Ohto Valley segregated school. Lincotn of Wheeling. twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team’s leading seorer and ground-gainer his fast two seasons
and was a multiple-vear all-star.,

In an era when many colfege athictic teams were segregatedd, his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State. Indiana and West Virgimia State, then a national
contender in the black college ranks, He enrolted on his own at Michigan Stae and walked on 1o the Toothall team. In bus four seasons at the school. the Spartans
played in twe Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan. 1, 1956 with Jones at defensive end. He Iettered two seasons and plaved guard and
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he carned some all-star recognition.

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lincup.

Alter college. he remaned in Michigan, where he currently resides, as a high schoul educator and was o counsclor at Henry Ford High School in Detroit.
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Mackey Sanford Tonkovich Wood

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal era, this Potter shooting whiz also noted
for his passing finesse was listed by mediz as leading Ohio preps in scoring.

He 1allied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump afier
every goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and teams, generally increased with the faster, uninterrupted play.
In htherera]ot' low scoring games. the four-year Pouter performer set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three times dur-
ing his final season.

l%lc was recognized on local all-star teams. but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939,

Mackey. who was among the charter inductees into the East Liverpool High School Sports Hall of Fame. is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the
school’s finest high school cager. He retired 10 Peoria, Anz., and is deceased.

Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982}, A 10-time, three-sport All-Pioneer Vatley Conference honoree regarded as
the best all-round female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by eamning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors.

As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65%: (rom the floor. As a junior, she had
norms of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totals were 1.254 points and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC sclections plus team MVP honors,

She also was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball.

A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding {(14.2} as a senior and
earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-capiain, she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points
with a school record 1,161 rebounds.

The winningest coach in Otierbein College history. she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville.

Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Ironman scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic
Association {OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-state selection before eamning college and professional fame. The OVAA
was the predecessor to the OVAC.

Afier kigh school, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944, He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu-
ated in 1948 with a school carecr record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the
school’s only national championship. the NAIB (now NAIA} Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Little All-America honors as a junior
and second team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-page photo in the Marshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into
the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in thc NAIA Hall of Fame..

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. | in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him
in 1948. He played the 1949 season before returning io the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, froin
1950-52 in the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. He then served as basketball coach from 1952-54 at St. John Centrat High School in Bellaire and guided
the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006.

John Woeod (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat footbali player is the only Blue Eagle athlcic sclected as capiain of the All-West
Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948, This is comparabie to the current Kennedy Award given to the
state Player of the Year.

He played quarterback, running back, defensive back, drop-kick placckicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from
running back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the
losses was 14-6 to overall state champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood to its All-Opponent Team.

Wood also was a two-year basketball team captain and a standout tennis player in summer toumaments.

He accepted a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He played three seasons.
mostly at defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Piut upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame, 26-0 as Wood broke the game
open with a long interception return. He also played in the [937 Rose Bowl win over Washington, 21-0.

After graduation. he tumed 1o college coaching/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown. Conn.
He was head basketball coach from [947-68 and aiso coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970.

Bill Young iMantins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). He was a three-sport siandout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry
teams which won, or shared. two Ohio state championships in 1941.

He was the only sophomore siarter on the Lou Groza-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team
title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferry to a 10-0 regular season football
record and an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season. Ferry outscored [0 focs by 333-19
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenviile.

The rare four-year Rider football letterman and three-year basketball starter on teams with records of 27-2. 22-3 and 24-1, he was team captain in both
sports. As a senior on the 24-1 record state semifinalist--the first unbeaten regular scason team in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring
sophomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Famer and later college All-America and Olympic star.

In 1942, Young became the first Rider to wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the team'’s top player. He also Flayed baseball.

After graduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning to cnroll at West Liberty State. He starred on three teams which lost only one game. He
eamed Little All-America and Smail All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference
career total offense record until the 1970s. He's a chanter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Cathy Clark Borich (Fort Frye High School, Class of [986), She is the all-tine leud-
ing cureer scorer at one of the area’s top roundball programs, The four-year performer
scored 1,398 points during a consistent carcer with 1800 4, 479 and 493 points in
cach of her seasons, She alse chaned 430 career rebounds and 265 carver assists,

After carning All-Ohuo Division 11 mention as a junior, she was tabbed st team
Al-Ohio as o senior and was Distriet F2 D-11 Player of the Year. She was a three-tme
All-Pioneer Valley Conlerence honoree and twice Birst team All-Easterm Danet and
Distriet 12,

Alter her senior year. she played in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and
the District 12 AlL-Star Game

The Lady Cadets were 69-32 in wer four seasons with four section tilles and twao
Pioneer Valley Conlerence crowns.

As good as she was in high schoaol. she may have been better i college.

At Marietta College. she not only set the sehool scoring record but aise the all-time
Ohio Athlene Conference standard of 2311 points.

The four-time first team AN-OAC honoree was selected a fist team NCAA Division
[ AB-American as 3 senior sand wis the OAC Player ol the Year her final two seasons
while serving as Pioncer eam captain.

After her senior season, she was accorded the GAC's highest henor, the Clvde Lanb
Scholarship. and the Marietia College Betty Cleland Award,

She currently holds six Marictta College records. Besides the career point mark. she
set standards for game scoring (42). season scoring (636). carcer goals (939). carcer
goul ptempis (1.918), free throws miade in s game (18), season assists (200 and career
assists (501).

She has been inducted inte three Halls of Fame — Mariaita College. Mid-Ohio
Valley Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall,

Hutchinson (Junior) Hart (lrondale High School. Class of 1941, The S-loot-8.
160-pounder wis a1 two-sport prep standout in- baskethall and foetball for this tiny
school in nontbhern Jetlerson County.

Ax i senion, he camed lirst team. five-player All-Obio Cliss B honors in basketball
when only two elasses (Class A & B were selecled. The Class A first unit included
OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Grozg of Martins Forry.

Haut scored 350 points as a senior including several 20-30 point games and also was
cited for s defensive play. A nghlight was duning the Jeiierson County Tournament
when lrondale upset Yorkvilke, the defending Ohio Class B champion, by 64-41 as
Hart acarly matched the entrre Puctillice wam with 2 rare at-the-tne HY peinis on [6
goals and cight free throws.

In foctball. Hart was a mercury-heeled running back whose forte was speed

Hait enrolled at Delaware State University where he competed in football. basketball
and track. In 1986, he was inducted mto the school’s Athletic Hall of Fame,

Alter coflege, he served in the US. Navy and was a high school teachericoach for
several years in Mound Bayou. Miss.. and then taught and coached in Dover. Delaware
ar William Henry Comprehensive High School {ihe only black high school in i
countyi and it Dover High School. He passed away at age 69 on May 210 1995 his
home in Felion, Delaware.

frondale became part off the Stanton Local consolidation which s now pan of’ the
Edison schools.

Brian Hesson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1993). He was a major cog in tle
Redskins™ running dynasty of the 1980s and 1990s, helpmg Caldwell win Ohio state
cross country championships in 1990, 91 and 91, graduating one year hefore his
schiool] joined the OVAC

The distance runner captured three state titles i cross country and five in frack —
twor cach in the 22000 meters and 1600 meters plus one as a member of a 3.200-meter
rekay onit, ANl 1old, he was a 17-time Al-Ohion in the two sports

After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet as i freshiman, e won the ke
trifecta with tres of 15:35, 15:30 and 15:20 an his frnal three vears

A four-time All-Ohioan in cross country. he was ¢ited as a three-time prep All-
American. He competed in the Foot Lecker National Cross Country championsitips
three times, placing 15th. 3rd and 8th. He also was a member of the 1994 Junior
National Teen,

Reeruited w ren ¢ross country and (rack by the University of Alabama. he becanxe
a four-leterman in both indoor and owtdoor track, He carned  All-Southeastern
Conlerence honors three times and competed in three NCAA Track Championstiips

He scored in three events in the 1997 SEC Championship Meet — running a k24
in the 10K on Friday, a 9:1% in the Steeplechase on Sanrday, and 14311 the 3K on
Sunday, He was honored by the Uiniversity of Alubama with the Caceer Achievenment
Award in 1998

Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaclwes” Hall of
Fame and the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame,

Lon Mot (Pine Grove High School. Class of 19561 The 5-loo1-9 Tornadoes™
haskethadl and baseball performer s considered the school's best-ever prep athlete
Alter 59 vears, he still holds the Wewel County career scoring record of 2,117 points
and the single scason point average mark of 33.0 points o game set in his senior year,

Hix carcer pomt wotal broke the W.VaL state mark ol 1 956 poinis set from 1951-53
by e legendary “Hol Rod™ Hundley of Charleston and Mott became the first 2.000
point scorer in Mountain State history. Mots 1ol also betiered the Ohio Valley stan
dard of 2.077 points set by charter OVAC Hall of Famer Ken Adessi of Yorkville fromt
1947-49. His carcer ttal currently ranks 15th on the all-ime W.Va, charts and Top
10 in Oltio Valley annals. Mot held the W.va. career record until 1938 and the Ohio
Vatley standard until 1959,

As a prep senion, he scored 693 points in 21 games, In his junior year, he averaged 294
points including a school-ecord ST points ina 127-58 win over Wallace. The 127 points
set a state standard which Tusted two weeks before Wheeding outscored Wir, 146- 1 1)L at
Madison Gym in & gaine which set o then-national record todad of 256 points.

Mot's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hail of Famer
Henry Joselezyk of Yorkville (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer of New
Cumberland {33.95) and was ahead of two OVAC Hall of Faners — Lee Parone of
Bellaire (32,91 and Ron “Cy™ Godfirey of Marting Feny {3241, In WV, Mot ranked
third behind the fegendary Jerry West of Rast Bank (34.3) and Thayer.

As asenior. Mottt was selected Class B ismaller of two classes | first weam All-State
aml also picked as the state Player of the Year by the Sistersville-based Ta-Ste
Inv itational Touwrnament.

After his senior year, he was seleeted o play on a combined W.Va.-Ohio All-Star
team 1o play the Kentucky All-Stars. His teammates included West and Josefezyvk.

In basehall, e was o four-year regular pitchierishortstop and also plaved American
Legion basebail. He also competed in the Wheehing Outdoor Basketball League,

He camed o basketball seholarship to Marshall and plaved theee varsity seasons afier
a year on thwe freshman eam.

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School. Class of 19561 He was a 6-toot-4
200-pound multi-sport standount {Footbull quarterback, basketball forward, baseball
shortstop) who is segarded as the school s top mulli-spont athiete

He carned his most fune 1n basketball as a senior when he seored 679 points in 20
games for & school-record 3395 veruge which ranked No. 2 in both the stae and
Ohie Valley. The top OV mark was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Famer Henry Joscfezyk
of Yorkville and the Seading W, Va, average was 34.3 by the legendiry Jermry West off
East Bank.

Thayer scored 56. 538 and 533 points in three straight Lue-season wins over Sherrard.
Cameron and Follanshee St Anthony: That gave him a remarkable 167 points in three
games and 14 in back-lo-back outings, He also had other gattes of 52, 49, 46 and
41 wiee.

In football. e played for WAL in the annual W.ViL-Ohio All-Sur game and was
recrited by Waest Virginis University as an mvited-walk-on candidate

ATWYLL he was one of two regular guarterbacks on a treshman team which won all
live games. After his freshman vear. he feft sehool o join the US, Army and played
aruied serviee Tootbail before being dischiarged in 1961

He signed o free agent contract {or a trvout with the Cleveland Browns in 1962, the
samie vear that OVAC chaner Hall of Farmer John Hin licek was in camp.

Adter Thaver was cut. he rewrned 1o the Ohio Valley and carmed a roster spot as a
backup quarterback on the first Wheelimg fronmen wam which went 9-4 and won the
1962 United Football League ttle in Thayer's only season on the tcam
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas a two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlete to earn
three Ohio State Ietters in both football and basketball.

In high school. he was a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played two
varsily years of basketball for the Potters.

(At Ohio ?latc. he played tackle on three Buckeye teams (1928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while carning
six varsity letters.

After graduation. he served in the Navy before retumin% to OSU in 1933 to join the athietic and physical educations staffs. In 1946, he became Athletic
Dircctor and served until his retirement in 1971. During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big 10 Conference and
the country. The school named a recreation and physical activity Facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor.

Amie Marks Cormell (Jewcti-Scio High School. Class of 1994). The most honored female athlete in Lady Vikings™ history. she earned 12 letters
in basketball. track and volleyball.

In basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with scason game averages of 26.3, 25.8, 28.5 and 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks
No. 2 in Ohio Valley history behind charter QVAC Hall of Famer Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's.

Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 steals, 42% field goal and 74% free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals,

Marks carmed All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and third team as a freshiman and sophomore. She was D-IV
Co-Player of the Year as a junicr and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Eastern District and District 5 sclection and Player
or Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. She was a three-time first team All-Valley selection and a four-time All-Inter-Valley Conference choice.

In track. she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division IIT high jump as a junior and placed lifth as a senior.

Marks earned a basketball scholarship to Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and team co-captain as a senior. The 5-foot-9 forward/
guard scored 853 carecr points, including 16 against nationally No. | ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee.

She currently resides in Northfield, Ohio and tcachcs and coaches at Nordenia High School.

Ron Martin (Tiffin Columbian High School., Class of 1971). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio
history, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 10 a dual record of 1.195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Ghio Class A state titles. [n 1983, the
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later. Caldwell placed second. one point behind Dayton Christian,
but the best was yet to come.

In 1985. Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school’s second state title. The 1986 team, however, is regarded as the
school’s best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points to repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical
national champion by Cross County Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell leams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Carna, an OVAC Legends’
honoree and one of only five state harriers to win threc individual crowns.

Martin left Caldwell after the back-to-back Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill. who exiended the Redskins” state title run
to eight in a row through 1992.

Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East. also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg
University. He was inducted inte the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997,

Rﬁy Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at
the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-State in football (1925), as well as All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player. one-class All-
State (1926} 1n basketball as he led the second Viking team into the state tournament. He also played baseball.

For his high school. and later college honors, the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many
years. That display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 series by The Intelligencer, he was sclected to the
Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football tcam bascd on staff research and reader polling,

He enrolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football cam alier national Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly
promised him a trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons. Pitt won 23,
lost four. had two tics and made two Rosc Bowl trips after unbealten regular scasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crowned national
champion by regular season polls.} Pitt, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford and 47-14 to USC.

As a senior. he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-1. 188-pound guard. The two-way standout, also cited for his defense, was labeled
by Suthcrland as “the perfeet guard™ and was hatled as one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. in 1958, he was sclected to an All-Time Pitt tcam.

Pete Zinaich (Weir High, Class of 1943). The most honored player on the first OVAC team 1o claim an “official” W, Va. all-class footbalt champion-
ship. In the pre-playoft era. the W.Va. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Famer Carl Hamill. the state champion
despile a 6-3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1) vs. in-state teams with close losses (o Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Clairton. Pa.
The three-year regular fullback-lincbacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders™ leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first
tam all-class [ I-player All-State as a senior.

After military service, he enrolied at West Virginia University and became a rare tcam captain of two sports (football and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior.
He lettered four years in football and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. 1, 1949 Sun Bowl with a 21-12 win
over Texas Westem. After his senior season, he was drafted by the San Francisco 49crs in the ninth round as the 115th overall NFL pick but opted for
an education carcer. He also was a three-year letterman at shortstop on the WVU baseball team.

Afler WVU, he spent his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and baseball coach at Adena High School from 1956-
69. His best football team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

George Cheroke Shadyside High School. Class of 19404, He was a foetball and wrestling standeut for the Tigees, which produced the area’s first wrestling power
under coach Art Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the ane-class Olio heavyweight title in 1940 afier capiuring the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As @ sophomore.
he placed third at 134 pounds. The Tigers placed second 1o Cleveland John Hay., 21-20. for 1940 team laurels after Shadyside defeated John Hay in a dual meet earlicr.

Cheroke, nicknamed Chicl. alse was & stellar 3-loot-4. 185-pound foothall guard The three-year gridder and two-time wam captain camed All-Valley honors as a two-
wiy stindout. The Tigers went 9-1 and 7-2-1 during hus final two scasons

He enrolled at Ohio State University to compete it both foatball and wrestling, Playing for couch Paul Brown on 6-1-1 record tean. the sophomors moved into starting
Lmeup in fifth game afier a tcammate’s injury, He left OSL before 1942 season w serve in the Air Force during World War 11

Alter hus discharge in 1946, lie again opted 1o play for Paul Brown. who was starting the Cleveland Browns i the first year of the All-American Conference. Cheroke
played in 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns, who defeated New York. 14-9 in the champivnstip game. After one season, he re-enlisted in the Army for a 20-year carcer.
retiring in 1965 1o enter husiness in Califomia. He passed away in 1986,

Harry Diehl iM1. Maorris, Pa High School. Class of 1952}, When he jomed the Stanton High athletic program in 1960 as head basketball coach and assistang coach,
there wals no track program. so he guided the 1961 and 1962 baskethall teanss 1o unbeaten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and 23-1 records,

In 1963, withowr a home irack, he started the Stanton boys” track progrant and competed in the Indian League ar Mingo. Four years later. the first all-weather track in
the Ohio Valley was installed at Stanton and the Indian League moved tts meets from the Mingo cinder track (o Stanton. Dichl™s teams then reeled off 75 consecutive dual
et wins, reportedly an Ohio Valley record. from 1967-76 as Stanton fielded one of the most dominant stall sehooi track programs in the arca. Other leams is the Indian
League included Mingo. Jetferson Union, Toronto. Cadiz. Springficld. United Locud and Beaver Local.

Stanton won multiple Ohio district titles, two Class A regional crowns and competed in state events, While no first places were recorded. sophomore sprinter Bob
Haught. who signed a University of Alibama foothall scholarship. posted the state™s fastest 440-vard Class A time i 1970 belore placing seeond at the state meet. OVAC
Hall of Famer Blaine Rose also competed for Dichl, who ran track and cross country at West Vicginia U.

Stamon joined the OVAC in 1981 and Dichl™s teams won Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his {inal year at the helm.

Dichl also served as an assistant football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout.

IYichl repeived several awards before retiring in 1986, including the second Robert MeKelvey Award from the Upper Obio Valiey Dapper Dans in i976 and the Cal
Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993

He resides in Boynon Beach, Fla.

Frank Gilliam (Sweubenville High School, Class of 19521, He. and charter OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones. led Big Red to its most suceessful footbudl-bovs” bas-
ketball year { 1951-32) in history. The court team s the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regulin season [oilowed by cight post-seasen wins in Ohio’s
largest Class A sectivnal. district and regional tournaments plus wins over Toledo Central Catholie and Akron North in the state event. Big Red bowed 1o Middbetown.
63-53. in the finals. Gilliam was team captain.

The 1951 Big Red foothall weam went 9-1. Tosing only to Massillon ¢13-6) and routing Camton MeKinley 163-61 before being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in the final
AP state poll.

Gilliam. nicknamed Shag. was a twosway end who camed third eam Jargest class AH-Ohio plus All-Fastern Ohio and All-Valley honoes, He played in the W.Va.-Ohio
All-Star Game.

He lettered three years in baskethall and two each in football and bascball. The baschall team went 16-3 his junior year.

The University of lowa recruited Jones. Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the “Steabenville Trio™ by lows mudia. Gilliam was
a three-year starter at end including a sophomaore season when the Hawkeyes tied Notre Dame. =14 and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat out the 1935 season with
broken leg and returned in 1936 as lowa went 9-1 10 win the Big Ten title and a fiest-cver teip o the Rose Bowl, beating Oregen State, 35-19, Gilliam was Ail-Big Ten
and seeond team All-American.

In 1989, for Towa's 100th football anniversary fete. fans sclected Gitliam (and Jones) o an Afll-Time towa wam.

Gilliane was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packers. but opted o follow Jones 1o the Canadian Foothall League. He played three seasons at Winnipeg
before becoming an assistant coach { 1966-70} at lowa. He then foined the Minnesota Vikings for a 36-vear career in scouting and personnel.

He restdes i Windermere, Fla.

Tom Harp (Bamesville High School. Class of 1945}, A Shamrock foothall and baskethall standout and ¢ollege athlete whe later made bhis mack in the coaching world.

A four-year guarterback and Tuliback in foothall. e was a threc-year bashetball standout who helped the Shamrocks 1o won-lost records ol 18-4. 16-6 and [6-4 and
titles in the East Ohio Athletie League. He was sclected All-Conlerenee his last two years

He was recruited by Hall of Fame coach Sid Giliman o play foothall at Miami of Ohto and lettered as a freshman fuliback betore he was dratied ino military service
for two years with the Navy.

Returning home in 1938, he enrolled at Muskingum College and played quanerback and fullback on two Ohio Athletic Conference ttle teams in [9449-50,

After graduation. be wrned to coaching and became head coach w Carrollton High from 1951-53 with 2 20-6-1 record. He became one of over 100 coaches 10 apply
for the vacast Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed he job vacated by Brilliant native Chuek Mather, who compiled a 37-3 record before opting for
University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massillon two years to 17-2-1 record and (he state No. | and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press.

He then joined the college ranks as backticld coach at Army before i 15-year sunt 11901774 as head coach an three colleges - Comell. Duke and Indiana State. The 1958
Army team, led by Heisman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins. was ranked No. 3 in the nation,

Ed Oliver (kast Liverpool High School. Class of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Potter ohservers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was & statewide
honoree on both stdes of the ball as o three-year regular, The cunner, passer, placekicker, punter. linchacker and defensive back was a {irst tean All-Ohio linebacker pick
by The AP as & senior afier rating second ream Al-Ohio defensive back horors as o junior The UPL selected him a forst team All-Chio offensive back as a senior

The Pouers went 9-0-F in 1932 and 8-2 in 1951 as Obiver was the team leading rusher and scorer. The progranm only produced one previous nie-win scaso,

He was also she Teading basketball team scorer as a senior and fetiered in bascball.

Awarded a football scholarship 1o the University of Mient (Flu g he was o three-year leterman an running back. As a senior on an 8- (=] record team ranked 6th in the
national AP Poll. he was second on the team n rushung and sconng.

Alter graduation. he coached in the high school ranks. He 1s deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School. Class of 1933). An All-Valley end, and four-year multi-sport performer. for the Big Reds. he earned three football
letiers at North Carolina State and served as 1936 team captain as a senior. He was selected on an All-Fime Wolfpack team. All-State, All-Conference, All-South and
honorable mention Ali-America. He was the first Wolfpack to be drafted — in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two seasons
with the Pittsburgh Steelers,

He returned to the Chio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School 10 the Ohio Class B state championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center
after 14-0 and 13-0 tourney wins. From 1940-47. he coached the Steubenville Central football team 10 a combined 50-17-7 record including marks of 9-0-1, 8-0-1,
3-1 and 8-1. Also. during that period. he coached the Steubenville Pros team for three years.

[n 1948, he started a 12-year college assistant coach sunt including a year at Georgetown, five years (1949-53) at Mississippi Statc and six years (1954-59) at the
University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players 1o those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside).

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with the Wheeling Irenmen, which won a United
Football League title in 1963

Cara. who was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Beilaire High Halls of Fame. is deceased.

Dail Harper (Caldwetl High School. Class of 1986). A three-sport prep athlete who set shot put records in track and eamed all-state honors in football. As a
senior trackman, his school record shot put effort of 64-feet, 9-inches at the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for an area weightman for 23 years and ranks
second all-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 toss, he won two Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He aiso was a
state discus qualifier as a senior.

The three-time Pioneer Valley Conference shot put champioen also won the Kiebler International Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics.
USA Taday selected him as Ohio Track Athlete of the Year for 1986.

In football, he was a four-year letterman/starter a1 running back and ¢arned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion-
ships. A two-time All-Eastern District pick, he was named Offensive Player of the Year as a senior when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first-ever
Ohio playoff game. he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3.486 career rushing yards. Harper was also a three-year staner in basketball,

A Kent State recruit for track. he was a three-year letterman and a two-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6, 58-9) and an NCAA
All-American as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. He ranks 4th all-time in school indoor and 7ih all-time in school outdoor shot put.

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School, Class of 1955). One of the Bobcats® most honored football players. the center-linebacker was a first team All-Chio
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobeat to be cited on an All-America team by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav-
ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school.

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree heiped the Bobceats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1933, He aiso was a four-year basketball
player and AN-COL honorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball,

The 6-foot- 1. 205-pound athlete eamned a scholarship to the University of Hlinois where he was a three-year letterman at center-linebacker. In a 20-13 upset in 1956
of nationally-ranked No. 1 Michigan State, he had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Famer Ray Nitschke
was a fellow lincbacker.

After serving armed services duty. he coached the Illinois freshiman weam for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Famer. Dick Butkus.
He later coached high school football for 25 years in [llinois. He passed away in 2016.

Eddie Sterling (Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). The 6-foot-1 forward competed at high levels on the high school, college and professional levels. He
carned first team All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including
sectional, district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player, three years as a track long
Jumper and one year in football and baseball.

Al West Virginia University, he was a three-year starter on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was team captain as a senior. He scored 559 career points. He
later returned to the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League.

He also coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams went 88-14 after a 4-17 first year start. His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal
teams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won-lost marks of 17-2, 16-3. 19-3, 18-2 and 18-4,

Kim Tullis (Jewen-Scio High School. Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Ohio Valley girl 10 break the 2.000-point career mark with 2.072 in 90
games during a four-year starting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high of 53 vs. [ndian Valley North. the fourth valley player to
reach the 50-point mark. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and. as a senior, averaged 27.5 points. 7.5 rebounds. 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting
46.4% from the floor.

Tullis was a first team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first team All-Valley honoree - named co-captain as a senior, She averaged 25.1 as a
junior and was a second team All-Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as @ sophomore and gained third team All-Ohio honors, She also was a three-lime choice as All-Eastern
District and All-District 5.

A resident of Kent, she was a four-year letterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a sentor tcam co-captain while carning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and
honorable mention All-MAC her final season. In 110 career games. she scored 940 points with 315 assists and [72 steals. She led her team in assists as a senior.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ed Bartrig (Magnolia High School, Class of 1927). He was a two-sport (Tootball and basketball) prep and college standout. Bartrug camed all-class All-State and All-
Valley honors as a Blue Fagle senior for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in an all-class “unoflicial™ state tithe game in Huntington. Williamson won.
14-13 on the field but incligible plavers were discovered Tater and the result nullificd. The 9-0 record regular season team outseored nine foes 356-20 including seven shutouts.
He scored a school record nine touchdowns in one game and returned a pass interception a record 98 vards against Warwood as a jumor. As a senior, he was leam captain tor
both footbail and basketball.

Bartrug was a {ive-letter winner m football i3) and baskethall {23 at West Virginia UL and also compeled in baschall and track. A two-way back i football, he ts regarded as
one of the best punters n school history, e had an 80-vard punt vs, Oregon State in 1927 and a 75-vard punt the following year. In [928, he starred for the 8-2 record eam
which beat rival Pitt for the first time in four vears, 9-6, 1le kinded a 47-vard pass to sel up WVLs only T in the win, Te was selected to the 1930-39 era All-Time feam,

Aller college, he was head football coach for 23 vears at three southern WV high schools — Mount Hope, $1. Albans and Charleston — with a coaclung record ol 129-
507, He also coached the South te a 28-13 win in 1947 in the annual North-South Gamoe, Adter retirement Trom the education field in 1973, e became a high school rack
and Tootball official, He was one of 10 charter Magnoliz 1.ile Achievement honorees for student-athletes and is inducted inw both the W, Va, Sports Hall of' Fame and WYL
Sports Tall of Fame, He died in 1996

Guido DeVecchis (Weir igh School, Class of 1942) The 3-foot-8 sparkplug was one of the most celebrated Red Rider foutball-basketball athletes in the pre-OVAC
eru. Playing lor OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Carl Hamill, he camed all-class All-State in both sports as a junior and senior as well as All-Valley in football, the only
All-OV sport honors at the tme.

In basketball, he set @ school career point record of 1169 points in four scasons during a low -scoring era. The mark [isted 22 years before broken by OVAC charter 1l of
Famer Ron (Fritz) Williams. e averaged 19 points a game g 3 senior when he was named w the cight-playver, all-class All-State team as the Red Riders finished W, Va, Class
A runner-up w Fairment Senior (38-37), He was o repeat all-tournament selection, As a junior, the guard was picked on the second all-class All-State unit as the Red Ridurs
(21-4) won the regional title before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A tourney and bowing 1o Huntington ast.

in football, the running back was a second unit, all-class Al-State honoree as a senior when be seored a Rider-best 17 T1s for a4 9-1 record teant which lost only 1o Massillon
{Ohiw), 6-0. In a 32-0 blanking of Clairlon, Pa., he retumed a punt 93 yards 1o score. He plaved on three Rider weams (1939-41 1 with records of 9-1, 7-2 and 9-2 competing
against a top-flight ri-state scheduie. He opted 1o ply fuothall at West Vieginia U, and lettered on the 1946 Mountaineer weam. He died in 1996

Stan Golets (Bridgepont High School. Class of 1936). The 6-toot-3. 200-pound Bulldog was a two-sport standout whao led his team inte state tournaments in both bas
kutball and bascball. Nicknamed “Stash™ and “Lefty™, the southpaw was a four-vear regular first baseman-pitcher in baseball and the wp player on the 274 recoed basketball
team which advanced to Ohio’s largest class tournament semifinals before bowing to eventual champion Newark afler defeating Cleveland 1Holy Name and Bewling Green
for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Flovd Baker.

After going 18-3 in regular season play in the old Ohio Valley Athletic Association — the predecessor o the OVAC — the Bulldogs went 9-1 in post-scason play 1o advanee
the farthest in school history at the time. He was wam captain and carned All-Strte Toumament honors as o guard. Post-season vieums ncluded Steubenville, Fast Liverpool,
Shadyside, Toronto and Carrollton, Guoletz also starred as a junior on a 20-3 revord team.

In baschall, as a senior, he pitched two no-hit, no-run games i one week during e Lastern Ohio regional tournament o advancee to the state largest Class A event. The
Bulldogs then defeated Toledo Libby, 3-4, in the first round before bowing, 5-4. o Columbus Aquinas in the semilinals.

Afier high school, he enrolied at Ohie State and played Tour seasons of basehall while being scout by several pro teams in the pre-drafl era. While in college. he played pro
buscball as a pitcher during the summers. In 1938, he went 12-3 with Springfickd, 1. and played foe Cedar Rapids, lowa, in 1939, Afler coliege, in 1940, he played for three
pro teams — Charleston, W.Va., Pine Blull> Ark | and Oklahoma City, Okla. Playing outfield/ picher Tor Oklaboma City in 1941, he hit 300 in 539 games and was 15-10 as
a pitcher betore being called up by the Chicago White Sox. He played in five games as a pinch-hitter and had three hits in five at bats in (the majors, A year Jater, he enlisted
in the 1LY, Armw and upon release in 1943, he retumed to minor league baseball ax a pitcher, lirst baseman. outfielder and manager until the mid-1950s, 3le died in 1997,

Charles 'Hank'/a‘loms (MeKeesport, Pa. Tgh School, Class o 1939). 1e made his boys basketball coaching mark at old Newport High ¢ F935-68) before the school
buecame part of the current Frontier ¢ [968-81) High in New Matamoras, His first coaching job was in Augast, Mo. from 1950-35. Overall, his 3 [-year coaching record was
H09-247 with 11 league tithes, seven sectional championships and a distriet crown in 1969, After Frontier joined the OVAC, he guided the Cougars to Class AAtitles in 1979
and 1981, e won league Coach of the Year honors six times; won District §£2 henors in 1974 plus Eastemn District Coach of' the Year in 1969 and 1981, the year he coached
in the OVAC All-Star game. In 1994, he camed the Earl Haberfield OVAC Basketball Coaches Award.

Besides coaching boyvs basketball. he served as Athletic Director at Newport [romt (960-67 and at Frontier from 1968-81 . In his first coaching job — girls basketball — his
Missourt teams went 79-29. AL Newport, he alse coached the baseball team for [2 seasons with a 97-37 mark und four league, three sectional and one district title, The 1964
eam advaneed to he regional tinals,

e graduated from Safem (W.Va.) College where he was captam and co-captaun of the basketbatl and baseball wams and selected as the Outstanding Senior Athlete.

1an 1999, he was inducted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Athletic Hall of FFame and the Fronuer High School Gymnasium was named the Hank Morus CGymnasium and an annual
Hank Morus Athletic Scholarship was started for senior male and female stadent-athletes. He also is inducted in the Ohio $ligh School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame and
the Distriet 12 charter Basketball Coaches Hall. He died in 1998,

Steve Swisher (Packersburg South High School, Class of 1969). South's [irst honoree was a three-sport Pateiot all-stater during the first two years of the school who
went on 1o an honored college baseball carcer belore play ing nine seasons in the major leagues. e was o sophomore starter at footbalt end tor Parkersburg High before South
opened its doors and he bucame the schuol s first major multi-sport athlete. He also was a shortstop for a state championship Parkersburg Post 15 Amgrican Legion leam.

I two years a1 South, he was an all-class, alb-state baschall shortstop, a second wam all-stater as 4 basketball forward: and an alk-stawe mention as a football end. In two sca-
sons ol hasketball, he scored 1,077 points and converted all ) free throws in one game with 2 high point output o' 33 points. Bascball was his future, however, as he aeeepted
a schotarship to Ohto University, which advanced to the College World Series in hus freshman scason. That team iemured Baschaill Rt of Famer Mike Schmidt, Bobeat couch
Bob Wren converted Swisher 1o ¢atcher and he became a three-time All-Mid American Conlerence honoree und an All-America selection as a senior,

He became the Bobeats” first Major League draft pick in the {irst round — and the lirst [rom West Vieginia — as the 2Est overall ehoice by the Chicago White Sox in 1973,
Traded to the crosstown Chicago Cubs, he competed for the National League team from 1974-77 hefore playing with the St Louis Cardinals from [978-80 and the San Divgo
Padres from [981-82, Tle was the Cubs” representative in the 1976 All-Star Game, Afier his plaving days, he beeame a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 1997 plus
2005 and major league coach. Te won three minor league championships in the Cleveland indians and New York Muts™ organizations and was the Mets” bublpen coach from
199496, 1e was o charter inductee into the Mid-Ohie Valley Sports Tall of Fame in 1998,
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick
(accepting for the late George Kovalick),
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late
A. Wilson Murray}, Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Mazeroski, Dr, Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (accepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer}, Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for
the late Rudy Mumiey), Agnes Timmens, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late
George Strager), Bob Burton and John
“Corky’ Vrotses. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (accepting for the late
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
and Terry Snively. Third row, John ‘Fuzzy’
Filliez, L.ance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawscy {represent-
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D*Innocente
{representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
Hall, Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Boh
Gain, Phil Nickro, John Magistro (represent-
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry
Wilson, Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker. Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Eari Kievins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner;
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalic McSwain (representing
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Bo* McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); thicd
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2008 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart),
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the latc Tom
Keane), Nick Mumiey, Tom Yakubowski, Bill
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick;
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept-
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie
Dailer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2009

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2009 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Richard “Dick” Edge,
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford,
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row,
Harold “Doc” Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row,
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan,
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

NMembers of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2010 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Rick Del.uca, Frank Baxter, Jean
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John
“Streaky™ Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin,
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent-
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2011 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Chuck Pelty (accepting for the late
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurnes, Ross
Crallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker),
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Dei) and
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin),
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John
Ponahue (accepting for the late Randy
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller,
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay},
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for
T.J. Hannig). Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle.

& _-..?9»

G\ 9~
Qﬁ@

SOOOOOOOOOTOOTOTOOOOTOTOOOOOTOOOOOOOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOOOOTOOOOOO00OOCOCOOO00C




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Tom
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the
late Burdell “Jimmy” Carey), Shawn ||
Donley (accepting for the late Charles
“Red” Donley), Gene Ammirante,
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec-
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for
the late Eugene “Eudie” Joseph), Art
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe
Maroon}, Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the
late Richard “Dick” Kerwood), Doug |
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr,
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell,

OVAC Hall
of Fame
Class of 2013

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2013 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim
McCoy, Lori Figurski {(accepting
for the late Richard ‘Hoot’ Gib-
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas {ac-
cepting for the late Jim Thomas),
John Howell, Don Zinni and
Harry ‘Moo’ Moore. Second row,
Fred Burda (accepting for the
late Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey), Ken Var-
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting
for Jim Brown), Larry Marmie,
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell.
Third row, Mark Emmerling,
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014 or their representa-
tives include, front row left to right,
Rick Coles, Bili Brubaker, James
Companion, Jim Potts (Cameron/
Coach), Dick Edge (accepting for the
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and
James “Junior” Moore. Second row,
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row,
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino,
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie
Hutchin) and Dan Stephens. Also
inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Liinda
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas
{accepting for the late George Kellas II,
David ‘Ty’ Fleming and Red Johnson;
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting
for the late Duane Powell), Pat Graetjens
(accepting for the late Sam ‘Buzz’
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third
row, Gene ‘Beef’ Lamone, Rick Nau,
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovicic; fourth
row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly Swierkos
and Jamie Taylor; back row, Dr, Diana
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod),
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and
Paul Hoover.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, their
representatives) included, Bob Koch,
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent-
ing the late Jimmy Mountain)Stan
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West;
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker),
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig,
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn),
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley
and Jim Wood: back row, Jim Woofter,
William Augur (representing Kim
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and
Kacie Vavrek.

ovAC
Hall of Fame
Class of 2017

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row left
to right, Arthur “Butch” Joseph,
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre-
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill
Gompers; second row, Lisa Glieber
(representing Tom Franckhauser),
Angela Hearst (representing §
William ‘Catfish’ Hearst), Jarrett
Alford (representing Roger
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis
(representing Nate Davis), April
Rotilio and Roger Sowers II (rep-
resenting Roger Sowers).

Ll
H R Tl 1]




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Ron
White, Greg Haberfield (representing
Earl Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz;
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy
Sessi Spence (representing Geno Sessi),
Geri Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago
(representing Don Osby), Willie Tucker
(representing Bill Tucker and Keith
Vrotsos; back row, Georgia Dawson,
Ron Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly
Shields, Reno Saccoccia (representing
Zach Collaros and Adam Hoppel.
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OVAC Hall of Fame

Class of 2019

The Class of 2019 for the OVAC Hall
of Fame or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Dr.
Dan Doyle, Al Glitch, Don Clegg,
Dave Bruney , Jay Circosta, Jim
Crosier and Mike Sherwood (repre-
senting Chet Daniels); second row,
George Deiderich (representing his
brother, Art Deiderich), Catherine
Knox (representing her father, Pete
Gongola), Becky Gala (representing
her uncle, Bob DiStefano), Leon
Jenkin), Jeff Patterson and Ron
Sismondo; back row, Shelly Carroli,
Mike Gulan, Jamie Adams, Casey
Coyne (representing his brother,
Scott Coyne), Tyler Engle and Liz
Repella.




o VAis,
Se

W MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS s.gl
I COACHEs- FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME L

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased.

Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals.

Wins/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.)

Baseball: 250 wins.

Basketball: 250 wins

Cheering: 5 OVAC titles

Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles

Football: 125 wins

Golf: 5 OVAC titles

Soccer: 125 wins

Softball: 250 wins

Swimming: 5 OVAC titles

Track: 5 OVAC titles

Volieyball: 250 wins

Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles

2. OFFICIALS:

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased

25 years of service

3. MEDIA:

Can be inducted any time

20 years of service

Contributions to the OVAC

4. OVAC FAMILY:

Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.

Contributions to the conference

5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR:

Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been success-
ful in the high school/college/professional ranks but don’t meet the criteria in other categories.

6. ATHLTES:

Must be out of high school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and profes-
sional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume.

Bascball: Multipic First Tcam All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Basketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams

Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Football: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Softball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Swimming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Tennis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place tinishes

Track: Multiple individual AIl-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Volleyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Wrestling: Multiple individual AlI-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes
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Cabela Drive « The Highlands

304-907-2626 888-484-5815 304-232-1880
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Get This

Kind of
Service?

- Typesetting & Design » Full Color Vinyl Banners

* High Speed Copying » Bindery Service

* Quality Printing » Easy Online Ordering

» Full Color Printing » Fax Service

* Bulk Mailing * Vehicle/Window Lettering

» Laminating up to 24" Wide - FreeEstimates&Consultations

» Color Copies » And Much More

Matte Posters, Adhesvie Vinyl, Gloss Photos, Vinyl Banners, Etc.
CALL TODAY OR VISIT US ONLINE AT
www.vanceprintingandgraphics.com
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