














































































































































































































































































































PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Brittany Hocker Athlete - 20005)

Brittany Hocker (Bridgeport High School. Class of 2004y, The
Bridgeport Bullet. as she was nicknamed during her prep rack and ficld
days. set the standard for female sprinting in the Ol Valley and the
state of Ohuo.

Hocker burst onto the scene in 2000 when she won the 200-meter dash
al Dayton™s Weleome Sladivm as a freshman: Earlier in that state meet,
she Mnished second in the 100-meter dash.

Thatr [0-meter race proved o be the final g she lost in that event
for the remainder of her prep carcer. Hocker was unduetented during her
sophomore. junwr and senjor seasons in the short sprint. Privcr 1o the stale
final. she had been unblemished as a freshru. o

As @ sophomore, Hocker notched her first stale chimpionship i the
settled for second i e 2080

Hocker was a four-lime OVAC Class TA 100-mewer dash champros and three-time Class
1A 200-meter champion. Though she never ran the race in the postseason, Hocker was a
three-lime OVAC Class 1A 400-meter chamgeon.

As a prep sprinter, Hocker's personal best i the 100 was 1181 seconds. That stomd as a
stale record i Division [H untl 2001, Her mark, which was set during her senior season
stell stands s a state mect record,

Her 200 personal best tune of wstate nreet record, She sel that in 2004 when
she completed her second conse ¢ Sprinl sweep.

After high school, Hocker opted 10 continge her srack and field career at the Eniversity
of Akron where she put forth an impressive career, carning all-Mid American Conference
honers. She was the MAC Indoor and Outdoor conference champion in the 200 in 2008
She set the Akron school record indoor for the 400 and placed in both the 100 wwl 300 in
05 as o rug Mreshman. As a collegiate runner. Hocker Tocused more on the H00 and <el
the Akreon record Tor hash indeor and ouldoor competition with times of $4.3% (indourt and
54.22 rowtdoor.

Along with track and fiekl. Hocker 3
t.

1060 meters, bat

Isor earned letters during hee high school career in

o
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John Nese {OVAC Contribator) -

Joknr Nese (Eaa Pitshargl High School, Class of 1956} ‘Teacher
conch, .. official .. broadeaster. He's dene them all

While spenditg 54 vears in the edaeation Tield, Nese coached boys/girls
baskethall and baseball: followed that wp with a fine olficiating carcer and all
the while worked as a radia broadeaster.

In basketball. he began his eoaching carcer at Follansbee 56, Anthony
(1960-61), winning the W, Vi Class B State Catholic Championship with
a 17-5 record. After swo vears (1961-63) as an assistnt a East Pittsburgh

High ~ his alma mater = he came 1o Steubenville Catholic Central whene he
coiched the boys” team 10 years (1963-73F with o [21-87 record: three see-
tional titles, three district titles and one OVAC champianship (197 3) when his squad compiled a
22.2 pverall record = the best in schoot lustory = fed by feflosw Hall of Famer Jim Wood.

He lawer retumed 1o thw hasdwood as the Steubenville Catholic girls” coach 1198790}, posting
2 56-10 record with twa sectionad titles: two OVAC erowns (1988 and 89+ and the school s best
reeord (21-2in "89),

He closed oul his hoops” coaching with the Indian Creek gunior bigh garls” wam (19952007
where he won an additional 116 gamus agamst 40 losses.

He was named Coach of the Year muitiple times in the Eastern Disteict and Distriet § and
tiected as the co-coach of the United Stnes All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Roundball
e in Pittsburgh.
ball, Nese coached Steubenville Catholic from §963.75 wah a sparkling 19777 record,
His teants won seven seetiosals, (ive districts ard one regional, finishing as the state unner-upy 1o
Shaker Heights in 1963, His 1974 squad posied a school-best 24-4 overall mark

After retinng lrom cotching, Nese wanted 1o reoain close to igh school athletics and becanie
it basebzllfsoftball umpire, He was a respected meenber of tha profiession as well. and was hon-
oreed 1o work 1§ conseeutive OHSAA Stake Softhall Tournaments. He also served as an instrue
tor with {he Steubenville Umpires Assoctation, Nese also had a 30-plus year career is 2 WSTV
radio plas by -play announeer and eolor commentator, working countless teotbale, basketball and
Amenican Legion baschall gamws,
s stslh Hall of Fame seleetion. He's alsa in the Ohio High School Baseball

W

Cl:

Ted Talkington (Athlete - 2005)

Ted Tatkington | Magnohia High School. Class of 2004). This Blue Eagle
product could samply scone the basketball during bis prep cancer.

Magnolin's all-time scoring leader fimshed Jus career with 2024 points,
which was more than 600 ponts better than his nearest competilor, As a
senor, Talkington scored at a 31 points per game chp. which followed up a
punior season i which be pourcd 29,5 points a conlest

During the 2003.04 campaigan. Talkmgton estabhished hes cancer-high poiat
total wath 43, As a senor, be shot 82 percent Tram the foul line and connected
on 64 three-pointers

Tatkinglon's pame wasa't lied o scoring, however, He also averaged
3.8 nssists, 5.5 rebognds and 2.7 sieals

Alang with feading the state i scorms twice, inchuding the 2002-03 season. he helped puide
les to the Class AA slate championshap By domg that. he becanwe just one ol five
Mountain State products wo accomplish the fean, joining the likes of Jery West, O, Mayo, Herbic
Brooks and Bl Maphis.

Talkington™s aforementioned cacecr-point twiak ranks 1610 in West Virginia history

He was a liest-wem all-state selection as both a junior and senior and caplained the wam buth
seasons, He was o second-leam all state ek afiee his senior season. He was also an all- OVAC
and all-Valkey performer. captaining the all-Valley team twice,

He also scored 20 points in helping West Virgioua mlly for a 92-82 victory m the Samuel A
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game,

After high school, Tafkington wirned down several collegiate olfers 10 aceept an academic
scholarshi and walk-on spot al West Virginia University. He played in 36 games during his career
with the Mountitingers and letiered twice, He was o member of WVUs National Invitationa
Toumament chamyronship wam in 2007

He opted nat to play baskethall durig his linal season of eligibality electing o enroll in medica
school after graduating with o degeee in chemistry with a 4 0 gradve point average

Along with his basketball prowes: Ikinglon was a standow for the Blue Eagles™ foolbal
Leam. He was twice named all-OVAC 1 fimst-leum selection as a juier and honorable menton

Bob Koch ©vac vamily)

Bob Koch (John Mardhiall High School, Class of 19711, Back in 2008 when
he retered from Cameron High Schook, Koch offered a tellimg quote: "Ny
poal has always been t leave this o better place than it was whee | fownd ie”

tn Koeh's case. everywhens hes been and everyone he’s known has been
better for it .and hal certainly includes every cormer of the Ohio Valley
Athtletic Conlerence,

His associition with the conference dates back to 1981 whuen began helping
with she hands-on cateulitions of the seos at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling,
Toumament, a rode he Tilled for te nest 30 years until the results were com-
puterized. At shat pount. he eeminued w assist by working the bullpen area, He receved the OVAC
Tourmament Service Award in 1998 and the OVAC Toumament Dincetor s Award o 2014,

Koch has been an the OVAC Executive Buoard — the governing body ol the bi-state conference
~sinee 1989 first as the Cliss A nepresengative and then as the Game Dircetor of the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Crame.

I's m that role — one he assumed in 2001 - that he has shined above all others due o the vast
undertaking of the exent froot the selection of coaches and players. coordinating the week-long
cuntyy which is currently - Bethany Colleze 1o all of the game-related activities which ke plice
the week of The game

Respected For his opinivns and bis kiwwledge of (ke history of the conferenee, Koeh has also
been i member of the OVAC Hall ol Fame Committee and the OVAC Museum Comumiliee for
several years

Koch graduated rom West Virginia Universily and lawer obtained his master’s degree in math
cdueation there. He spent one vear it Marting Ferry High before moving on Lo Cameron where
he began a 33-vear cancer as a math wacher, He assumed the role of athletic director in 1989
and spent the neat 20 years guiding the Dragons” athletic programs to countless successes and
Facilities uparades before setiving in 2009, Koch also spent several years as an assistant wrestling
caich at CHS under the highly -suc

He served as co-chairman of the Friends of Caneron Football event for sis years, and wis a
special henoree of that grotp in 2015 For his contributions.

. .
Jimmy Mountain (Media)

Jawmes A, Jimmy ™ Mowntain (56, John Ceneral High School. Class of
19211, You might say he “loeked down [rom the mountain™ as Far as Ohio
Valley journalists weee coneerned.,

Mountam chronicled the events of the arei = both i and out ol the
athletic realm = with particufar emphasis on the Bellaire area. but e was
well-known up and dowt the river for his weiling style of aecentuating the
positve us wellas his legendary entertaining and informative colunims dur-
ing nearly ahalf century.

A twossport athletle (football and baskethatl) at S1. Joha's, he began his

Journalistic carees right ot of high school working for Greater Wheeling
Hoene Talk and the Aartins Ferey Daily Times. He served as Sports Editor tor whal became

The Tirnes Leader unul e was called imo military seevice in 1941 during World War 11, and
upon his retarn he began a lengthy teioee as head of the Bellaire Burcau of thal newspaper.
Although his primary focus shifted 10 news, he continued (o cover sporting events and was a
fixture at Nelson Field tootball games involving both Bellaire and St John Central under media
legends Ml Van Home and Cal Poka

A ameur bover and a talented softhall pitcher, Matmtaie had a lhfe-long passion Tor
Amcerican history. He was a menmber of Sigma Delta Chi = journalisan’s honorary [rateraity -
and received several honors including the Girst Man of the Year from the Betlare Lodge 310
Chechoslovak Society of America; the Citizen of the Year Trom the Bellaire Fraternal Order
of Paliwe Associates, and was Labbed an honorary graduate ol Bellare High School and was
selected for that school’s Wall of Fame. He also served as Clerk of Council for the city of
Betlure. He passed away on July 24, 1988 at the age of 74

socintion (P91, the Bast Boros Chapler of the Pennsylv: Sports Hadl ol Fame
119865 the OHSAA Otficials Hall of Faw 119961: 1 Distrier 5 Basketball Coaches Association
Hall of Fanwe 12006): and the Francisean University Hall of Fame (2008).

L Pittsburgh (Pa) High, Nese was a theee-year lettermian and co-captain of the Class
B Pennsy v statle sunner-up. He araduared trom (e College of Stenhenville i 1960 where
he was a foursear leterman smd s member of the o -rsked small college baskethall 2eam
(1957380 and feam co-captasn as a senioe He obtained Fs master’s degree from the Cniversity
of Daston an 1974
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Stan Blankenship (Coach)

Stan Blankenship {Nicholas County High School, Class of 1968). He
put together a resume unrivaled by anyone in the girls® basketball coach
ing ranks. compiling a record of 542-240 during a career that began in ¥
1979 and continued unul his retrernent in 2081, Those lofty numbers
make him the all-time winningest coach in giris” hoops in bath the Ohio
Valley and the entire state of West Virginia

Blankenship’s Lady Monarchs reached the pinnacie in [982 when
they won the West Virginia Class AAA State Championship with AlE
American/OVAC Hall of Famer Amy Gamble as the star player.

He also led TMHS 10 West Virginia Class AAA runner-up finishes in 1992 and 1994, Under
fis puidance. JMHS won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns,

The Lady Monarchs also won mine OVAC champtonships under Blankenship's watch
(1981, °82.°83. "84, "85, *91_"04, 2000. 2002}, The five straight titles from 1981-85 marks
the longest consecutive string of girls” conference crowns recorded 1o date

Blankenship saw significamt changes in high school hoops dunng his coaching career
including the institution of the three-point hine: the use of a smaller basketball and the move
of girls® hasketball in West Virginia from fail to winter He coached an amazing 40 players
who weant on to play college basketball afier graduating from JMHS.

He also coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Classic several times and
received the OVACs Richard Saffield Girls® Basketball Coaches Award in 2003

Blankenship move to the area from Nicholas County where he was a multi-spont standout
tn high school.

That continued at the collegiate tevel when he attended West Virgiia Wesleyan College,
graduating in 1973 after amassing 2n unheard-of [3 varsiy letters {four in track, four in cross
country, four in baskeiball and one in footbkall)

Not surpnsingly, he was inducted into the West Virgima Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame
m 2012,

Tom West (Coach)

Fom West {Mannington High School. Class of 19571 When he made the
move 10 10 coach and teach at Valley High, West did so for the long haul,

After four years at Midview High in Grafion. Ohio, he came 1o Pine
Grove where he became a coaching insttution. guiding the Lumberjacks
football team for a wotal of 36 years over two terms - his first from 1971
2000 and then. afler a seven-year absence, he returned from 2008-2013,

Durmng his 40 years as a head coach. he amassed a record of 242-176-1
mcluding a 223-F51 mark at Valley,

West-coached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs 10
straight years from 1991-200 and finished as the state runner-up five times
(1993, 793,95, "96 and "98}. ths 1993-94-95 teams all went undefeated in the regukar season

The Lumberjacks won OVAC championships in 1995 and "97 and capiured the Mason-
Dixen Conference crown 10 times {[979, 85, 87, 89, 91,92, 9%, 94,95, 96 and 97)

West also served as an assistant basketbalt coach from 1971-83

The football field at VHS is named Tom West Field in his henor.

West received his bachebor's degree in Educarion from Fairmont State College in 1961 and
his master’s degree in Administration trom Akron Liniversity in 1971,

He began his teaching career in Midview in 1961 where he was an assistant basketball
and football coach and then the head football coach from 1967-70 before taking the job av
Valley High.

Dave Linn (Coach)

Dave Linn (Zane Trace High School. Class of 1971}, Linn made his
mark as the Buckeye Trarl High girls’ basketball coach for a decade
(1976-86). including am amazing four-year run of appearances in the
OHSAA State Tournament [ 1978-81)

Trail's 1978 squad posted a 22-1 overall record, defeating Smithville
(41:38) in the Class A state semifinals before falling to Ada (51-391 in
the championship game

The 1979 team reached the pinnacle. defeating Fort Loramie {36-38)
In the state semifinals and then downing Holgate {51-32} i the Class A
championship game to complete a 23-2 record season,

The Lady Warriors weren't finished. returning to the “Final Four™ in 1980 where the beal
Portsmouth Clay {59-44} in the semifinals before falling 1o Mansficld St. Peter’s (61-37 in
overtime) in the title game for a final 26-1 record: and then making it back to the champion-
ship game again in [981. opping Edgerton (T1-581 in the semis and losing another hean
breaker 154-52} to Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record

During his 10 years as the Tratl girls® coach, he compiled an impressive 211-37 record.
an 85 percent victory ratio, Trail alse won the OVAC Class A girls” championship in 1984
under Linn

After some ume off, he had a [2-year run as the Trail boys’ coach (1999-2010). amassing
119 wins including three or four sectional champronships and a disteict title/regional appear-
ance in 2009, Linn-coached boys' 1eams won the Pioneer Valley Conference title outright in
2003 and shared the crewn with Fronter and Shenandoah in 2010. The 2005 tcam also won
the OVAC Class 2-A crown.

Duning his career. Linn was selected “Coach of the Year™ at various imes in the Eastern
District and District 12 and he was selected 10 coach in the OHSBCA Nonh-South All-Star
Game in 1982

A charter member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996,
he's served as the Distnct 12 Basketball Coaches Association Secretary/Treasurer and as the
Pepsi/District 12 All-Star Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College,
he was District 12's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Honor in 2013 and was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Fame in 2015

Andy Cross (Omcial)

Andy Cross (Morgamown High School. Class of 1972). One of the more
recognizable officials of the Ohio Valley. Cross emjoyed a remarkable career
calling the action in baseball, basketball and later in volleyball

His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he
decided to follow in the footsteps of his father who had worked footbail,
basketball and baseball games i the Morgantown arca. with s young son
accompanying him to many of the events.

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond. Among the highlights were
23 regional and 3 staie tournament assignments in Ohio and [0 regionat
and 13 state tournaments in West1 Virginia. He also ampired the Mizuno
All-Star Series in Ohio eight umes. The final game of his career came in the 2013 West
Virginia State Tournament,

His basketball officiating spanned 31 years. On the Ohio side. he had 13 regional and three
state assignments in girls” hoops and seven regional assignments in boys’ hoops while in West
Virginia, he worked nine regionals and three state tournaments for the girls and 2 regionals
and two stale tournaments for the boys.

Cross was the 2009 recipiem of the OQVAC's Robert Dawson Officizls Award presented at
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Siar Basketball Classic and was honored with the District

Jay Handlan (athiete - 1940)

John “Jay'" Handlan (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1946), He
eamed 12 varsity letters in five sports for the Little Reds during three
years — three each in basketball, football and track, two in tennis and
one in swimming,

In baskerball, the 6-foot-2 forward camed All-City and Al-OVAC
largest Class AA and was all-siate mention. In football, he was a regular
end and punter. After high school, he served three years in the US. Army
before enrolling at Washingion & Lee University in Lexington, Va

Competing for W&L in the Southern Conference — then 2 major col-
lege basketball league which included West Virginia, Duke. Virginia. etc_. and others which
broke off and formed she Atlantic Coast Conference — he left his mark as one of the all-time
most prolific baskeball scorers in major college hisiory.

He became only the third major college player 10 score more than 2.000 career points by
capping his 94-game career with |5 points against WVU in his final game to reach 2,002, He
averaged 21.6 pounts for his career.

As a junior, he averaged 26.2 points 10 nose out WYU All-American Mark Workman for
second place nationally. He also led the nation in free throw shooting (86% | and set an NCAA
record with [8.for-13 aganst Virgima. He also scored a school, and Southern Conference,
record wrth §6 poinis (4% tn the first half) — then the third highest-ever major college mark
— against Furman. In that game, he took 71 goal attempts (making 30}, which remains the
oldest Division 1 NCAA record on the boaks.

Handlan earncd Helms Foundation All-America as a junior and was twice All-Southem
Conference. As a semior. he also became a kicker'punter for the football team and was offered a
tryout with the Cleveland Browns. He also lettered in track,

He was drafied by the NBA Indianapolis Qlympians, but opied 10 play in the National
Industrial Basketball League with the Akren Goodyear Wingfoots. He played four years and
was an NIBL All-Star tn 1934

In 2015, he was inducied into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame.

12 Basketball Coaches Assoctation “Official of the Year™ award in (997,

In the latter stages of his officiating career, he added volleyball to the mix and worked eight
years, including many games at the tournament level in both states,

In addition 10 his on-fiedd/court work, Cross also served as president, secretary, interpreter
and class instructor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice-president and
interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Basketball Officials. He was also a member of the
National Federation of Officials (NFOA) in both West Virginia and Ohio.

Cross was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 2010,

Eddie Becker (athlete - 1950s)

Eddie Becher (Wheeling High School. Class of 19504, A four-year Wildcat
basketball player, he was the most highly honored player on two teams which
played in West Virginia State Championship games in the large-school Class
A. As a junior, the *Cats finished state runner-up to Fairmont Senior, As a
senior, Wheeling capped a 25-0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame
coach Everett Brinkman with the [ast of five titles and a state (inals’ win
over Elkins. 53-50.

Becker. a two-time All-State Tournament pick. camed first team all-class
All-Siate as a senjor as well as All.OVAC largest Class A and All-City hon-

ors. He averaged 16.1 points as a junior and led the Cats as a senior with

more than 20 points a game — rare for that era. He scored 20 or more points seven times with
a high of 29 as Wheeling averaged &4 points per game. He also played football.

Recraited by West Virginia U., he left his mark on the WV U record books. The &-foot forward
led the freshman 1cam in scoring with a 25-point gait. The dead-eye jump-shooter lewtered three
Limes on the varsity and ended a 75-game career with 1,127 points {15 ppg} = the second most
in school history at the time, He averaged 18.7 as a senior when he was team MVP. He also
earned Akl-Southem Conference second team and was sclected 10 the All-SC Tournament weam.

At the time he graduated. he was one of 19 players listed on the All-Time WVU Team charts.
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Neil Habig iAthlete - 19505)

Neil Habig (Wheeling Cenmrab High School, Class of 19541 An
honored high school and college Tootball player. he competed longer in
major pro foatball than any Maroon Kright in history.

AS & prep senior. the Martins Ferey native carned {isst team all-siar
honors an every cligible selection — Afl-Valley “Big School™, All-
OVAC larg Jlass AAL and 1he fivesschool AlLCiey Team. Rated the

“best defensive end™ in OV by coaches who selected All-Vabley, the
two-way end and punter was the wp blocker on a run-oriented wm and
laded Tour wuchdown passes.
he 6-Toot, T9-pounder helped the Maroon Koights win their first-ever OVAC Class AA

largest class at the ame) ntle, with an 8-1 record. The fone loss was 13.7 10 1-0 record
Benwood Union, the OVAC Class A champion which linshed as the state runner-up

e earmed a seholarship 10 Purdue University where be played beth ways but was conven-
vd, on offense. from end to center. A three-yuar letterman and two-year starter at eenter-line
backer-defensive end, he was selected as team MVP as a senior on a roster which lezd 12 Ohio
Valley products inluding OVAC Hall of Fame honarees Nick Mumley and Kenny Mikes.

Habiz. a second team All-Big Ten Conference selection, played in the Sensor Bowl All-Star
game, He was deafied by the Cieeen Bay Packers. but opied for the Canadian Football League.

the plaved seven scasons (1958- a4 ax a cemter-linebacker with the chewan
Roughriders and was a dommant player i hes positson. Ele was a CFL All-Siar center m
1962, the fiest year this honor was awarded. and a Western Conterence All-Star siv ames
As o linebacker. he was noted [or his pass coverage and had 10 pass interceptons ncluding
sivin 1963,

n

Rob Munn Athicte - 196s)

h Schoel, Class of 1966), The three-sport
cord heir best combined fooballbasket:

Rob Munn {Brideeport g
standout helped the ISuII(Iu:_s
ball school year w hstory.

In football. the team captain and guarterback-delensive back led the
first perfect record (9-03 in schowsl history, Coached by Joe Ault. the
Bulldogs czlplurud the OVAC s AA iRl and were ranked No., S in the
fenal Oltio Class A poll by United Press Inematioial. Bridgeport capped
the perfecs s L1 win at rival Marlins Berry Tor only the
third win in 45 series games vs, the Purple Riders.

In basketball, the two-year weam captain anchored the schools i
ever unbeaten regular season team {1800 which captured an OVAC Class AA titke and was
runked No. 1o the Oho Ciass A poll by United Press International. Coached by OVAC
Hatl of Famer Frank Baster, the Bulldogs scored more than (00 points in live games and
won sectional and district crowns belore Tulling 1w Balion, 71-70. in the Camon Regional 10
finish at 23-1.

The 6 toot-1, 175-pound torwar! averaged 24.1 points and 12 rebounds a ganie as a semor
after sporting a 20-point norm s a junior

The senior was raaner-up for Ohio UPLCTass A Player of the Year to Kerry Myers of Celing
and earned linst tearn AN-Ohee from UPLand 1hird wam from The Associated Press. He also
wats twice an AlFOVAC selecton and an All-District honoree m Lastern Ohio,

Munn was also n pitcheran(icider on the Bulldogs™ baseball team,

The 2010 Bridgeport High Hall of Famw tnductee cametd a basketball scholarship o
Marshall Uneversuy where i was a three- -year varsity player afler averaging 9.3 points and
shoting 46.8 percent from 1l Moor on the freshman team.

.
Ben Wiley (athlcte - 19605)

Ben Wiley (Powhatan High School, Class of 1963), He Jed his seam 1o
ihe school's best-ever baskeiball season (20-1) and only unbeaten ¢ 18-0)
regular season in schorsl history.

The S« foot-9, F30-pound guard was a lowr-yveas player who seored nears
Iy 1.500 career points for the Indians, As a senior. he averaged 28 § pomts
a game and was oamed Ohio UPE Class A Player of the Year for the wam
coached by Lou Blumbing, later a fiead voach ol the Wheeling [ronmen pro
football wam, Wikey was 2 iwo-time AH-OVAC Class A choice and tabbed
ca-capiain as a senior and captain as a junior, The two-time All-District
honoree also was a ferse team AlEORio chosce by both The Associated
Press and United Press Biternationzl as a semor,

In 1963, the Indians shared the OVAC Class A crown with Paden Cuy and ended with a
20-1 record afier bowing 1o Strasburg, 73-61 in the Class A District Tournament.

10 baseball. he was a senior regular onabe second Indians” wam o win an Ohio tite. The
Indians advanced i the regional tournament abl foue vears (1960-631 during Wiley s cancer,
The 1963 team. coached by Vrank Bland, capped a 15-2 record season by winning the Ohio
Class A crown with a 3 championship game win over Dublin after downing Spencerville,
2-1. im the semifina

Wiley. a senior class president and honor student. attended Gannon College in Lrie. Pa..
and played basketball for four years. The playmaker averaged 10.6 points as a senior with a
high game of 28 poins, He scored 896 poims in his career and was inducted into the Gannon
‘~.|:un~ Hall of Farue in 1986,

After graduation, he remained in the Erie area aod becane a civic leader who was recog-
nized muidtiple times including the naming of a public building after him. He died in 2004,

Jim Wood (Athiete - 19704)

Jim Wood (Sweubenville Catholic Censrak High School, Class of 1971
This Crosader was one of the most dominant basketball big men he
OVAC during the carly 19705, The talented 6-Toet, 9-inch post help o
carry Catholic Central to its Tinst OVAC hoop crown, wming the #rick
1973 in Class ANA = the largest classitication at that time, The Crosaders
went 22-2 that season. winning secional and district titles along the way

Hy averaged 20 pomls and 15 rebounds a pame as a sentor. Those num
bers. combined with e wam’s suecess. camed him firsc-eam afl-Obio
UPL and second-teamy AP all-state aceolades (o go with all-lastern District
plavdats.

He sweas named fiesteam all-OVAC as a junior and senior, named a co-captain in 1973, In
addition, ong Florda newspaper tabbed im as honorable mention All - Aorerican as a senior,

Waool was also o two-year lenerman in baseball tor Caholic Central,

Hlis superd Barhwod exploits caraed kim a scholarship 1o Georgea Tech, where e became
a four-yuar regular at center ad wis the team's feading scorer his first theee years (110,150

7y and second on the team as a seniar (14,13, e alse led the 1eam in sebounds two
is carevr lotals ingluded 1459 points and 74 rebounds
retit Tech Hallof Fame in 983, just eight years afier carn-

ing his degree from the school. Atter his collegiate carcer. Wood played basketball in South
America for 12 years,

The Sweabenville Catholic Central Hall of Famer stll resides in ihe Ohiv Valley and is an
OVAC basketball official.

Jim Woofter (Athiete - 19705)

Jim Woofter (Oak Clen Eligh School. Class of 1973). He camed the
hanor of becoming 1w first Golden Bear athlete 10 attain All-American
honers, earsing those plaadits for his grid greainess at lincbacker. center
and fullback,

The 62, 225-pounder was a two-time first-team all-stae. all.OVAC
and all-Valley honoree, As a senior, he was captain of the all- Valley ~lhig
School™ defensive team and runner-up for the Flunt Award, emblematic
of the staie’s top lineman

As a senior, he recorded 126 rackles, 49 assists. five fumble recoveries
and forced six fumbdes in hielping the Gelden Bears to a 7-3 record, The werawious defengder
registered 86 solo Lackles, 46 assists, eight lagkles for losses, (hree fumble recoveries and fonr
IRWCTCEPLONS 48 3 junior.

Woofier's sparkling Tootball exploits carned him Al American honors trom Coach &
Athfete and Scholastic Coaelr magazines

Eis prep football success auracted recrutiers from all the magor schoots, and Woolier opred
for the Universiy of Fennessee. [ proved o be a good cheice as be was a three year letlermim
and twosvear starter al defensive tackle for the Volunigers,

Flis aghlene sucoess was not bmited 10 st the gridiron. As a senior, he was state st
put champion at Ok Glen with a 32 foot, Tonch effort. and he also won the OVAC Class
AAA shot put crown. Wooller was also a loree in weestling . He was the OVAC runner-up at
heavyweight as a senior.

Kim Augur (alete - 198¢

Kim Awpgur (st Liverpool Tligh School, Class of 1983, Her most
impressive claim w fame is winmag the OLISAA Class AAA J00-meter dash
stale championship as a senior in 34,87 seconds. She missed the stare record
by a mere onc-enth of a second. Later on in thay same state meet. Augur
clatmed the silver medal in the 20G-meter dash (25 18)

This Potter wrack great still holds the Chie Valley record 1y the 400 me
a¢ 3487, She alse established school records in the 1000 (12 31 and 200
24.36). the fater sull ranking as the second-best i vatley ustory behind
e 24,23 wirned i years later Bridgeport's Brittany Hocker. also an OVAC
Hall of [Famer

Augor s also a member of the Potters” school-record 4x400-meter relay
seam which wrned a4 110 clocking during her juneor campaign.

Her achivvements carned her a arack schelarship w The Ohio State University:

Augur was no onesspart wonder, She was also a 1afented basketball player for East Liverpool,
varning first-ream all-OVAC honors as a junior and senior.

\ugar was anducted o tee Fast Liverpoal Hegh Aabdete TGl of Fame in 1995,

Dave Delande (Amlete - 1950%)

Bave Detande (51 Clairsville High School, {2lass of 19821 This wrestling
ereat disunguished himselt both on the prep and coflegiate levels.

His Red Devits” mat earcer was nothing short of sensational, He finished
with o stethie 136 10-1 record. dn the process, Delacle was o three-time
OVAC champion, e was alse the runner-up as a freshman,

Delande was also a munner-up ai 1he OFS AA State Wresting Championships
s 1532 pound jumor andd he placed (th ac 138 pounds as a senior.

He contmued s weestling areatiwess at West Libenty under the nurturing
of Jegendary coach Vince Manseau

Delande was a three-tinwe NALA All-American for the Hilltoppers, achieving the feat in three
difterent weight divissons. He was sevemhoat I-l” fourth ar 150 and national runner-wg at 158,

His four war“[ record was arkling 96-2

He still ranks in the tap 10 in cight Hedltopper all-lime mat records
near Eadls. 3-point near falls, reversals, wam esints, wing and best winning percentage.

Just as impressively, Detinde afso was 1he Hilhopper wrestling program’s first. Academic
All-American. carming back-to-back academic Jaurels i 1985 and 1986, He wais wsa three-
e ek caplain,

He was inducted o the Wess Libenty Univers
hix West Liberty diploma, he beeamwe a CPA

hutouts, 2-point

c Athletic Hall of IFame in 2010, Alier gaining
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Jodi Bates (Athlete - 19905)

Jodi Bates |Meadowbrook High School. Class of 1999} Speed 10
bumn. That's exactly what this former Colt possessed as it penained o
track and field.

A standout sprinter for the Colts. Bates shined in the 100- and 200-
meter dashes, winning 10 state medals during her career

Bates burst anto scene in a big way as a freshman, placing second in
both the 100 (12,32} and 200 (23,12} at the Division U state meet. She
didn ‘'t slow down from there.

As a sophomore, Bates won her first siate championship. blazing 1he
Ohio Stadium track to a 24.87 1o capture the 200-meter dash. She also finished second in the
100 1237} for the second straight season

Bates broke through and climbed to the 1op of the state podivm in the 100-meter dash

finished second in the 200 (25,25} and ran a leg on the fifth-place 4x 100 (50.81) and eighth
place 4x400 squads.

During her senior campaign, Bates ran consistently under the coveted 12-second barrier,
She successfully defended her 100-meter tite (12.10) and anchored the fifth-place 4x100
150.33) during the first state meet at Dayton’s Welcome Stadium.,

En route 1o the state competition, Bawes won 14 OVAC championships. including four
straight 100- and 200-meter titles, She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional champion-
ships during her career. while running a personal best time of 1195, which still stands as
Meadowbrook"s all-time best and is the second-best in Chio Valley history,

Adter her prep career. Bates signed to run at Wheeling Jesuit University. She competed jusi
one season before developing an injury, which proved to be career ending. She awempted a
comeback after transferring 1o Muskingum Universily, but the injury was simply oo much
10 overcome.

While on the track is where Bates made her mark. she also lettered twice in basketball and
was an honorable mention all-league selection.

Matt Powell (Athlete - 19905)

Mast Powell (Bamesville High School, Class of 1990). This former
Shamrocks didn’t just score the ball. he filled it up every night during
an impressive four-year carcer with 2,174 career points (still in the top
30 all-time in Ohig),

Powell helped lead the Shamrocks to their first wrip to the Ohio Sweet
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 points per game cn
Toute io first-team all-Chio accolades by both The Associated Press and
United Press Itemational,

UPI seiected him as its Division 111 state player of the year, a worthy
honor when you consider he scored 760 points that season. connected on
60, three-point goals and was 168-0f-203 from the foul line That senior-year explosion fol-
lowed a junior season in which he scored 62] points and his 36 “treys™,

Powell made an immediate impact for the Shamrocks. He scored 282 points as a freshman
and then realty took off, pouring in 310 points as a sophomore

His presence is still felt at Bamnesville. He owns three of the 10p four poimt Loals ever
recorded at Barnesville. His single-game high of 43 ranked third and his 60 bonus baskets
rank second ail-time. Powell's career peints and free throws made (411} are school records

Along with being recognized as all-Ohio. Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio
North-South All-Star Games. He was the captain of the all-OVAC Class AAA team, Eastern
Dhistrict Player of the Year, District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valley Big
School team. He was selected 1o the Districs |2 Basketball Coaches Associanon Hall of
Fame in 2010,

After his prep career, Powell originally went to the Air Force Academy, but transferred back
to Rio Grande College and etched his name into its lore.

He scored 2.367 career points at the college level. which is second tn Rio Grande history 1o
only Bevo Francis. He led Rio Grande 10 the NATA National Tournament in Tulsa, Oklahoma
during his senior season, He was a three-time all-Mid Chio Conference selection. a two-time
all-District 22 honoree and a NAIA All-Amencan Honorable Mention choice after the 1992
93 campaign. As a senior at Rio Grande, Powell, who battled a fool injury during his junior
campaign. scored 705 points and served as a co-capiain.

Zach Amedro (Ahlete - 2000s)

Zach Amedro (John Marshall High School. Class of 2005). The Ohio
Valley has produced several prolific passers in 11s history. This former
Monarch is near the 1op in every passing category there is.

As a senior. Amedro finished fourth in the balloling for the Kennedy
Award and was a first-team all-state selection after putting forth one of the
maost prolific statistical seasons in hisiory. He completed 188-0f-289 pass-
es for 2.939 yards and 33 touchdowns, 11e also ran for six touchdowns.

That completed a brilliam three-year stint as quarterback in which he

threw for more than 6,000 yards and 53 1ouchdowns, He completed 426-
of-7¢1 career passes.

Along with his stare-wide honors, Amedro was named All-OVAC and was the offensive
captain of The Tntelligencer 's Alb-Vatley team. tn 2002, he was the newspaper’s “Sophomore
of the Year.™

Afier originally attending then FC8 member Appalachian State, Amedro transferred back to
the Ohio Valley and had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he iwice finished as run-
ner-up for the Harlan Hill Award, which is the Division IT equivalent to the Heisman Trophy.

Amedro set Division 11 passing records for yards {14,733} and completions (1,079}, His
thirty 300-yard passing games were also the best in Division 11 history,

in feading 1he Hilltoppers 1o the NCAA Division If playotfs as a senior, Amedro finished
329-0f-485 for 4,058 yards and 38 touchdowns in 10 games, He had a season-high eight
ouchdowns and 44 completions,

During Amedro’s junior season. the Hulitoppers won the WVIAC tle and qualified for the
playoffs, avenging their only koss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro

Amedro was twice named WVIAC “Player of the Year™ and was a first-lcam Division 11
All-American and second-ream Small College All-American by The Associated Press.

Kacie Vavrek (aumiete - 2000s)

Kacie Vavrek {Bellaire High School, Class of 2002}, You name the sport
and this former Big Red shined brighly.

A four-year Jetierman in three spons, Vavrek left her biggest marks on the
basketball court and on the track.

In basketball. Vavrek scored in bunches. She finished her prep career with
1.631 points, which at the time of her graduation was 1ops amongst Bellaire
females. It’s since been broken by her sister. Ashley,

During her setior season, Vavrek led the area in scoring at 23.9 potnis
a game. She was named frsi-team All-Ohio, All-District 12, AlLLOVAC,
Eastern District “Player of the Year™ and finished fourth in the voting for
Ohio’s Ms. Basketball

Vavrek 100k pant in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC All-Star Game. She
led the South squad with 20 points in thai contest.

As a junior, Vavrek scored at an OV-best 22.7 points per game clip. She was named first-
team All-Ohio, All-Easiern District, All-District 12, All-OVAC and captained the Al-Valley
team.

On the track, Vavrek was one of the arca’s all-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers.
Vavrek finished her prep career with 10 state medals. Taking that a siep further, she won a
trio of state championships.

Afler reaching the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore 10 come up short.
Vavrek broke through as a junior by winning the state title. She was fourth in the low hurdies
and fifth in the high jump that season as well.

As a senior, Vavrek went double-gold. She defended her high hurdle vitle and added the
lows, which was an event she didn’t compete in often early in her career, She was a four-time
placer in the high jump. Vavrek's personal-best time of 14.53 had been the valley's all-time
best,

Along with her staie suceess, Vavrek was a four-dime OVAC high hurdle champion. All
old, she won or played a role in 11 conference arack titkes and helped the Big Reds elaim
two leam crowns,

Wavrek was also a standout in volleyball, She was chosen as All-OVAC and played in both
the District 12 and OVAC All-Star Games.

Vavrek was named the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Female Athlete of the Year for 2002.

With opportunities 10 run track or play hoops. Vavrek elecied o continue her roundball
career at Kent Suate University. She was a four-year player for the Flashes and started in 22
games durtng her career.

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of

Dr. Nick Trombetta

Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District
Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa.

“As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unigue role that this conference plays in the lives of the member
schools’ studeni-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded-
icated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame
is providing an opportunity 1o recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and
motivate today's athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure 10 play a small part in your continuing success.”
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2017
OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Ross Stoltz (OVAC Contributor)

Ruoss Stoltz (Naponee High School (Nebraska). Class of 1965), He
s Deen a e Triend and supporter of 1he conference. most evident
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC MeDonald's All-Star Band which
vatertaing the crowd during pregame and halltime at the annozl QVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game cach July. The band features
some of the best musicians Trom schools throughout the conferenee who
come together for a week prior 1 the game and never disappoint with a
speetacular performance.

Under Stoltz” eadership, McDonald's alse is a sponsor of the OVAC
Kick-OfT Classic: the West Virginia “Super Six™ State Foothall Championships which have
beeone a fixtore at Wheeling Island Stadium: and has a sieong local invelvement with many
area schoals including band sponsorships, stadium banners, scorcboards and yearbooks as
well as L[Oll.lllllg tor arca track meets and baseball events,

MeDonald's is also a yearly sponsor of the highly-regarded “Beast of the East™ suwmmer
basebatl wurnament which bas become a summertime staple in the Ohio Valley: a2 major
sponsor o the area’s prefessional hockey team — the Wheeling Nailers: an donales annually
to the local YMCA,

Stoltz personally presents Tocal nominations 1o athleles Tor the prestigious MeDonalds
High School All-American Classic.

He began his career with McDonakds in 1963 a5 a 1 7-year old crew member. Afler serv-
ing in lln U.S. Army (1967-70) and attending the U[ll\-L‘r'\ll} ol Nebraska (Class of 1973
he retuened 10 MeDonald's i various unpuclncs starting i 1974 and since 1996 has been
the Owner/Operator of 10 Melonald's restavrants throughout the Oheo Valley | Baroesvilie,
Belmont, Elm Grove. Marting Ferry, Moundsville, S1.Clairsville Triandelphin, Warswood aind
Woodsfield).

Stoltz Bas reccived the Golden Arch Award. the MeDonald's Corporation’s highest recop-
nition for s Owner/Operalor that recog) a Tocus on customer service, oststanding food
quakity and restacrant operations. and exceptional contribations to the Tocal communiay.

He's a board member of 1w Ronald MeDonald House Charities of Morgantown: a long-
tune sponsor Tor MeDonald™s MAC Grants for Teachers program: and provides caiensive
support 1o Jocal schools

hi

Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph (0vAC Family)

Arthur "Buteh™ Joseph (Bellaire High School, Class of 1963, When
the conference necds w keep things “amning™ in the fall or the spring,
Joseph has heen the gasto guy Tor many years as a member of the OVAC
‘Frack and Cross Country comeitiees, serving as co-chairnan of the track
committee with his wife, Donna, an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007,
A veteran of 1he United States Air Force who seeved during the Vietvam
ried olficiating local track meets  the eardy 19705 and began
] sociation with the OVAC in the lae [980s, ing Flovd Deaton
willy the OVAC Valleyball Charpionships and being rupou\lhlc for com-
piling 1he weekly Lnnﬁ.ruu.; -.l'uullnm. tn that sport.

Joseph | he OVAC Cal Gitfin “Track Championships dating hack
tor the days when the smal um] divisions were contested al Shadyside’s Fleming Field. and
sted with the big sehool meets al Beliaire™s Nedson Field cither bebind the scenes
ck official.

I was Josephs vision o vonvert the OVAC Track Championships 1o therr current format,
It was his desire 10 have the best athletes. regardless of cluss, compete against onc-another
in an overall championship meet. which is how the event has been contested sinee 2010 al
St Chairsville High,
50 been the man behind the computer responsible Tor the pre-event preparation
weoring “al the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Countey C hdll)plull\hlp\ on the campus of
Meadowbrook Hn-h School in Byesville Tor more than 15 yu

Along with his wife. Jaseph received the OVAC Cal Gifiin Frack Service awared in 1997

Dave Caldwell (Coaches)
BDave Caldwell {Beallsville High School, Class of 1973), He proved the
theory of “the hirde engine that could™ by achies ing a tremendous amount
of sugeess coaching Toothall and ong of the smalkest schools around,
compihing a record ot 196 1H12-1 during his 29 years as head coach of
his alma rater,
Caldwell began his coaching carcer as an assistant at Caldwell High
under Mike Devol and then returned “home™ o Beallsville where he
assisted LB, Majors for two seasons (1981-82) . He was ¢levated 1o the
head coaehing post in 1993 and held that job ontil retiring in 2011,
Under Caldwell’s guidance, the Blue Devils wan six Ohio Valley
Athleiic Conterence Class A championships (1988, 1992, (994, 2000, "000 wd 2010 1) and
siv Pioneer Valley Conference titles, Bealtsville reached the OHSAA playolls eight times
(1904, 199, 200, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 20011 and posted a |)|d\011 vecord of 3-8 That
ingtueled i1 rum 1o dhe Division VI, Region 23 champonship and a spot in the state semifinals
n 1994 and a carcer-capping 1023 season in 2011 when BHS advaneed 1o the [-VI. Region
23 titlhe contest.
Caldwell was 1abbed "Couch of the Year™ in the Eastern District and PVC mubhiple times
andd he coached i the OVAC Rudy Muemiley All-Star Foolball Game five times (1989, 1993,
2001, 2005 and 20091 swith a 3-3 record i the md-summer classie.
Caldwell, who made a briel coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah i 2004, also
assested o basketball and track dunng his ume at Beallswlle,
As an athlete, he was & three-sport performer at Beallsville High School (football. basket-
ball and track). |)l.t) ing on the school's [irst unbeaten Iuoth.lll team in 1972, He went o to
May foothall for four yc:lr\. at Muskinzum College. carning his degree there in 1977 and later
abtaining a master’s degree from Salern University.

Jeff Harrison (Media)

Jeff Harrison (Martins Feery High School, Class of 1977). He has
beett s member of the sports media for 35 years and counting, incliding
the fast 17 at The Daily Jeffersomiae in Cambridge where he has been the
Sports Editor sinee 2007, Prior 1o that, he spent 18 years at The Times
Leuder in Martins Ferry,

He originated the concept of the Ohio Valley Athlete Cenfercice Hall
of Fame in 20042 is & member of the selection commitlee and in chirge off
producing the progrun for that event, He's also a member of the OVAC
Soliball Comemittee and OVAC Coach of the Year Sclection Commisiee
and provionsly handled pubdicity for the OVAC Ricly Mumiey All-Siar
Foutball Garne For seven years,

Harrison was also the catalvst behind the formation of the Disirict 12 Basketbal] Coaches
Association Hall of Fame in 2008, serving as Chairman of the Hall of Fame Selection
Committee and handling publicity stiee Wt tiowe: and s a member of the Marting Ferry
High School Athletic Hall of Fame Conumatice. serving s the primary sesearcher/biographer
for that group.

He is o member of The Associated Press East District Sclection Commmtiee for football/
boys” basketbalifgisls™ busketball, serving as chuirman since 2000; an AP state poll voler;
a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association Media Advisory Conmmtice and
a member of the (hio ]’n.p Sportswriters Association. He was the 2000 recipivnt of the
Eastern Ghio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association’s Media Award @ [District
2% selection for the Ohio High Schoal Basketball Conclues Association Hall of Honor in
2015 and hais won severyl OPSWA wriling contest awards.

Harrison. who attended Ohio University Eastern and cureently sesides in Byesville,
awthared the book Holding Court, The Gene Ford Story (2003), the bivgraphy of the legend-
ary Cambridge High School boys® busketball coach.

He also served as public addeess antouncer a6 several venues over the years, including
Ferry Tootball and hoys™ baskethall, Meadowbrook girls” basketball and the District
ar Basketball Classic: and was a vouth haseballfsofiball conck for 22 years in the
Martins Ferry Civies Athletic Association wd the CGuernsey Valley Bascball Association

Terry Leggett (Coaches)

Terry Leggett iMidvale High School, Class of 1965, The ultra suceesstul
Legpete began bis codehing career as an assistanl m Sky vie High School
and Lthen was head coach there Tor 1wo seasons (197374 il ~74-755,

He wens te old Zane Trace High Schaol for the next tws years 77576
and “T6-7T1 and when that school consolidated with Madison High to be-
corme Buekeye Traik, Leggeit was samed the sehool s first coach,

His initial Warsior squad {1977-78} accomplished o remarkable feat
postang 2 perfect 18-0 regular season (211 oversflt and winkng the
OVAC Class A champonship. seetional and disurict bitles and linishing
runner-up in the regional, losing a 43-32 heartbreaker o Indian Valley
South

During his 12 years at Tratl the called it quis following the [988-89 seuson . the Wirriors
aever bad a fosing season and amassed an incredible 22550 record . That included Lwo trips
to lhe OHSAA Class A “Fmal Four”™ — lis 1982.83 ream went 2501 and the 198686 1wam
tirned things around atier a 43 start 1o make the stee semitinals o finish X0-7

Lepgett-conched Truil seams won nine sectional titles, tive district crowns and two regiona
championships and he was named UP) Class A Ohio “Co-Coach of the Year™ in 1983 His
ms won OVAC ntles Tour stringht ¥ T8, 79,80 and "811 and were saate ranked sin
i He was mamed overall QVAC hoof the Yeur™ im 1978 and was also a Towr-tine
Dasrier 12 Coach of the Year™ homoree. Al tokd_his wearnes compiled i 268-92 regord in 16
KCUSONS

He conehed in the OVAC ALL Star Baskerball Classic three times and was an assistant coneh
in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game once

A praduae of Findlay College., he served as an Bastern District Board member and was the
Game Director af the District 12 Basketball AL Star Game for many years. He also served
on the Rules Interpretaton Commeiee of the OHSAA
Irclucted o the sehood's Athiete Hall of Fame i 1997 Leggent was also i physical educa
Tion leacher and athtetie director during his days al Buckese Trml, He passed away i 2000,
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Roger Sowers (Official)

Roger Sowers (Roseville High School, Class of 1952). He spent a num-
ber of years in various roles - coach, athletic director, guidance counscelor,
principal and instructor — tut Sowers is probably best known as a long-
time basketball official

Sowers, who spent more than 30 years in education, began as a bas
ketball coach. serving four years as head coach at Pleasant City High
and seven years al Barnesville High, posting a combined 130-99 record

He officiated his first varsity basketball game in 1959, and became a
full-ime referee in 968 once his coaching days were over, He worked
40 years over five decades. including nearly a quarnter of a century as a tournament official
al the sectional, district and regional levels,

He was a charter member of the East Central Ohio Officials Association in the Cambndge
area. serving as president. rules interpreter and on the executive board over the years. He
also served as president of the Ohio Association of Baskeiball Officials

Sowers, who also officiated at the college level m the Chio Athletic Conference. spent
20-plus years teaching a basketball officiating course a4 Ghio University Eastem, with sev-
eral of his former students laer becoming high school and college officials.

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Officials Hall of Fame
in 1995; received a Distinguished Service Award from the District [2 Basketball Coaches
Association and a Meritorious Award from the OHSAA in 1998 for 40 years of service
The Roger Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000. with the
yearly recipient a Bamesville High senior planning 1o attend Ohio University Eastern and
major in education

A Crooksville native, he earned a bachelor’s degree from Manetta College where he was
a four-year letterman in baseball and a one-year letterman in basketball. and obtained his
master's degree from West Virginia University

He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64,

William ‘Catfish’ Hearst (1950s Athlete)

William ~Catfish™ Hearst (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1959) The
first sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. (o break the 50-second barrier
at 440 yards, he was dominant at the quarter mile, which he didn’t stan
running until his junior season. and 220 yards while also competitive in
the 100 and long jump,

As a semior, he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W.Va_ Regional
and state meets--a repeal litle —the one-class OVAC meet where he
was top scorer, the Bellaire, Toronto, Wellsburg and Mansfield Relays,
and was one of only 1wo Ohio Valley athletes to ever win an individual
event at the most prestigious Midwest invitational meet. His 49.6 mark
at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-50-second clocking. and he time and all-time best
49.1 at the W.Va. regional meet. A1 the ong-class state meet, he repeated as 440 champion
with a record 49.5 mark and also won the 220 with a record-tying 22,1 nme. As a junior. he
won the siate 440 in 50.05 seconds

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event featuring athletes from three states and
won by a Paul Warfield-led Warren Harding team. Hearst won the 100 (10.0), was second in
the 220 and won the 440 (49 6} with two meet records

A two-time All-Valley Track honoree at [00, 220 and 440, the Wellsburg Express was
selected captain as a senior and noted as “the greatest quartersmiler produced in these parts.”,

Hearst also was a four-year football and three-year basketball player and competed in the
1959 W.Va.-Ohio All-Siar football game won by W Va._, 7-6.

He auended W. Va. Siate and also served in the U.S. Army duning the Vietnam War, Afier
returning home, he was a long-time coach of the Ohio Valley Track Club, a certified track
official and helped coach at Bethany College, An annual Memornial Scholarship in his name
ts presented each year at Brooke High

Hearst passed away in 2002

Bill Gompers (19405 Athlete)

Bit! Gompers (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 1945 He was
an honored running back on two top Maroon Knight foolball teams and
also kettered on two siate Catholic Tounament championship basketball
teams.

A two-time selection on the five-icam All-Crty football honor roll. the
two-way standout helped Central win the 1943 City Championship with
2 9-1 repular season record before the Knights competed in a post-season
Steel Bow| contest won. 20-19 by Rachester.

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition, he was 1eam co-
captain on a 6-3.1 record Knight squad.

In baskesball. Gompers competed on two teams which extended the Knights® sireak to
five consecutive W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships.The 1944 team went 22-3 in
regular season and Catholic Tournament play before the Knights won two of three games in
the Eastern States Catholic Tournarnent. That seam was coached by charter OVAC Hall of
Fame coach Jim Foli,

Both Gompers and Foli were among inductees into the charter Wheeling Ceniral High
School Sports Hall of Fame,

During Gompers® senior season. the 6-foot-1, 180-pound back was offered football schol-
arships at several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he lettered for three seasons
and plaved both ways on two Irish teams proclaimed as National Champions - 1946 (8-0-1
record) and 1947 (9-0), which was led by Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Lujack. Gompers.
cited as a top blocker. averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He played in the 1946 scoreless tie vs.
Army which was labeled the “Game of the Century.”

Gompers was sclected 10 play on the College All-Star team which played the NFL cham-
pions, the Chicago Cardinals, in a post-scason game.

Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pro All-American Football Conference, he played both
ways for one season as the team bowed to the Cleveland Browns in the championship game.

Roger Alford (1960s Athlete)

Roger Alford {Wintersvilie High School, Class of 1962). He was a
racial pioneer a1 West Virginia Liniversity and the Southern Conference
after a three-sport carcer at old Wintersville High

Alford compeied in football. basketball and track for the Golden
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Ketilewell as “one
of the two best football players [ coached™ along with OVAC Hall of
Famer Alan Jack. who later starred at Ohio State University.

In football, the 5.foot-10, 225.pound tackle was AIl-OVAC Class
A, All-Valley "Big Schoot™ first team. and All-Eastern Ohig first team
all-class selection.

The Mountaineers broke the “color barrier” in [962 when they recruited Alford and
fullback Dick Leftridge of Hinton., W.Va.. the first African-Americans to wear a WVLJ
football uniform. After playing on the freshman team. Alford letiered three varsity seasons
and siarted the last two as an offensive guard. He was named to the 1960-69 All-Decade
Team at WVLU.

In 1999, he was inducted postumously intoe the WVU Sporis Hall of Fame.

He was the founh Alford brother 10 attend college and play football, His brother Bob co-
captained the Kent State team in [961. Roger eamed four degrees from WVLU. completing
his studies for bachelor's. master’s. physical therapy and dental degrees. He was a dentist in
Detroit when he died in 1996,

Alford was a starter in at least three memorable W VU games - the 63-48 win over Pitl in
1965 the 28-27 upset win over No. 9 Syracuse in 1964: and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl
game vs. Utah in Atlantic City.

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlete)

Tour “Knute” Franckhauser (Sweubenville Catholic Central High
School. Class of 1955).The 6-foot, 195-pound offensive end-defensive
back was the leading scorer as a senior on a 9- record Crusader team. the
school’s best record since 1946. He landed nine touchdown passes - high
for that era - and refurned three pass interceptions for scores, His best
output was 1 a 45-6 win over Wellsville when he scored on an 8[-yard
TD reception and returned two interceptions for 57- and 69-yard scores,

An All-Valley and All-Easiern Ohio honoree. he competed in the
Ohio-W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 31-20.

He accepted a scholacship to Purdue University where he lettered three
years and started as a junior and senior as the team's leading pass receiver. He was named
team MVP as a senior He helped 1he Bonlermakers upset the nation’s No. | ranked team,
Michigan State, in 1957 A second team All-Big Ten honoree as a senior, he played in [7
career pames with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs

He was the 33rd overall sedecteon in the 1959 NFL Draft third round by the Los Angeles
Rams. In his rookie season. the comerback had three interceptions.

In 1960, he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft and became
the fiest Cowboy 1o carry the ball by returning the opening kickoff in the inavgural regular
season game

After two years with the Cowboys. he capped his five-year, 5B-game pro career with a two-
year stint on the Minnesota Vikings He was forced (o retire in [964 after suffering a brain
injury during a tackle in a training camp scrimmage, He had 13 career interceptions,

A first cousin of OVAC Hall of Famer Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997,

Sy,

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athicte)

Dick Tomlinyon {Wheeling High School. Class of 1961). He was a
6-foot-5. 210-pound three-sport standout who was a rare two-year “Big”
all-class, first team All-State basketball honotee: state and OVAC track
star with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 100-yard
sprin(): and football quarterback. He earned a basketball scholarship to
the University of Florida and set a school game point record,

At old Wheeling High. he competed in basketball, football and track for
three years and also golf as a senior,

In basketball. besides being a two-time “Big™ all-class and Class AAA
all-stater, he was twice capiain of both the OVAC largest Class AAA
and the five-school AN-City honor rolls. He averaged 23 poinis a game both as a junior and
senior - the top marks in the city and OVAC Class AAA. As a senior and team captain, he led
the Wildcats to sectional and regional titles and into the state tournament before bowing 1o
Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals. He earned All-Tournament honors
In track. the senior team captain won the state one-class shot put (51-4 1/21 and placed 4th in
the 100-yard dash, He was second in the shot put as a junior.

Tomlinson was All-Valley both in sprints and weights. At the OVAC meed, he wan the shot
put (51-5 3/8) and placed second in the 100 and thied at 220 yards

In football. the rangy quarterback was leam co-captain and team MVP as a senior. He camed
All-City two years and was selected captain as a senior. He rated mention on the AIlOVAC
and All-State Class AAA two years As a senior, he led the Wildeats to their fourth straight
City title and 6-3-1 record including an 18-14 upset of eventual siate Class AAA champion
Weir, (he only loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley.

Al the University of Florida, afler playing on the freshman basketball team. he started three
varsily seasons and played in 72 games with 863 points and 529 rebounds while shooting
49.2% from the floor and 73.2% at the line

As a junior, he set Gator school records with 44 points including |19 goals in a win over
Tampa, The 44-points currently ranks No. 2 all-time in school history. As a seaior. he aver
aged 12,9 points and 7 | rebounds,
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Gary Repella (19705 Athlete)

Gary Kepella (Steubenville High School, Class of 19703, He enjoyed
stellar careers in basketbatl, bascball and foothall Tor the Big Red.

It was in hoops thar led 1w a collegiate scholarship as Ohio State
coaching legend Fred Taylor inked the talented 6-3 guard, one vear afler
landig St John Centeal star Allan Homyak.

Repelta helped lead Steubenville to a 23«1 mark as o seirior as Big
Red. under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Watt. elaimed e OVAC Class
AAA championship, He averaged 18.0 points per game in becoming
the district player-of-the-year while being named first-team All-Ohio.

Repella was a two-time All-Valley “Big School™ and Ail-OVAC honoree. He scored in
dottble figures in every game as a senior foe the well-balanced Big Red. He averaged 13
paints per game as a junior.

He was also a gem on the diamond. starting for three seasons. The slick-liekling seeond base
man helped Steubenville win the OVAC titlke in his senior season of 1968 with a 22.7-1 mark

It lus dinal campaign, he Baed 357 on the strength of 33 hits winle being aamed first
teans All-Valley. There was no AH-QOVAC team at thal time,

Repella w lected (o play n the Ghio All-Star Gasme in Columbus., which also signi-
fied All-State honors. He was also a key performer for the Steubenville Legion team which
varned a berth in the state turnament i Athens

Repella was a two-year starier in football a1 Sieubenville, Ax a senior, he directed (b
ground-oriented Big Red to a 7-2-1 record., tymg powerhouse Massillon, He completed
30-0f-64 passes Tor 517 vards and Tive Ty that Gl

Afler graduating from Steubenyille High. Repelia wok his versiatike talems o Columbus
Loy play basketball at OSL),

The NCAA had a rule i place prohibiting treshmen 1o play on the vaesaty squad. but
Repella made the most of his time with the Buckeyes™ frosh, leading the tewm with a 19.2
scoring average, A back injury slowed his sophomore campaign when he started twa games
and played in 15, He tallied 1) points in his Nieststart that on against Butler, As a junior,
he served as abackup to Homyak., a three-time first-eam All-Big Ten bonoree,

Repella became a Tull-time starter as o senior. and he was second on the team with 5¢
assisls while averaging 7.6 points & game, with o high game of 19 points, He played in 23
ol 24 games and staried 19 as a two: puard.

He still resides i Steabenville, serving the city for many years as law dieceror, His dunigh-
ter. Liz, was a 2,000-point hoop scorer for Big Red before starring at WVU,

Jami Bendle (19905 Athiete)

Jami Bendle (Edison High School, Class of 1994 This former
Wildeal aee was absolutely dominant i the pitching circle throughous
her prep and collegiate careers.

Her pitching stats imply mind-hogaling. Bendle lnished with
wn 86-14 career record, which was an Ohio Valley record at the time of
her grasduation . She worked 639 imogs, while seeording T80 strikeouts
aginnst just 150 career walks, She allowed only 257 hits. Fhose stats
certainly weren’n hollow either, as they irinslated o three OVAC iles,

three seetional crowns. three distriet tithes and a paie of traps to the Ohie
Stine Tourmiment.
A snior, which wis the first year of the Edison Local comsolidation. Bendle's work in

the cirele helped the Wildeats reach the Division | regional tournament with a 290 record,
She defeated Upper Arlington, while thrawing a no-hitter. i the senilinals. Their quest for
retiersy Lk o shite came up short against Westerville South

During her junior season, Bendle guided Edison South 1o the Division [ stide tinal where
i lell, 6-1. 1o Tallmadge, As a sophomore, Edison Souh advanced o the siate semifinals
ehind Bendle’s right arm before Glling o LaGrange Keystone, 4-2

Bendie's accomplishments dide’t go unnoticed. She was mmed all-OVAC Tour times ol
wice earned conference player of the year. She was wice nanwd to the first-team all-Ohio
squid and once 1o the second-leam all-stagte unit, She w Terr-tienwe all-Eastern Districs pick
and four-year member of the alf River Volley League leam.

Bendde's prep prominence carned bue the right 1o piteh at the Division 1 level, She anended
East Carolina University, helping the Pirales to win three consecutive Big South tides. She
was fiest-team all-Big South as a junior and second-tean as a senjor.

While carning four feiers at ECUL Bendle led the team in wins and strikeouts for threy
straight seasons. She had 27 victories in 1997 and also had 32 complete games that season,
She finshed a1 ECU ranked seeond in sehool history i games pitehed 11361, gamwes started
(18], complete games (92), tnnings pitched (755), sirikeouts 1328), wins (795 and shutouts
1271 She compiled a 186 carned run average, which ranked Tonah i school history., Also
a standout in the elissroom. Bendle carmed Academic Al-American district honoes in 1998,

Chris Jones (1980s Athlete)

Chrix Jones (John Marshall High School. Class of 1982y, Bob
Monigomery has authored @ Eegendary carcer as the longtime head base-
Talk coach at John Marshall. by his Tour-plas decades at the Monareh belm,
he has garnered gearly K0 wins. so when he says Chris Jones is the “best
high sehool player I've coachued,”™ i has impact, The talented righthander,
wha also yielded a potent bat. has the stas w back up that statement.

[n his three years on the Monarchs” mound, Jones recorded an amazing
30-3 pitching mark. Two of his setbacks were shutout deleats. He belped
JM capture three successive OVAC A titles (1980-82) while compiling a
brilliam 84-15-1 record.

Jones started his JM career on a high note, compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as a sophemore
as Montgomery's charges won an antazing 31 of 33 starts. Jones was aceorded second-ieam
all-Valley's honors that spring.

He raised his level of play even more as a jusior. dazzling botby as o hurler and a biteer as JM
compiled a stellar 25-4 mark. Al the plate. Jones led the valley with a smoking 500 kuting
average, poing 46-0f 97 with vight doubles, six triples, three hamers and 31 RBI while scor.
ing 26 runs, As a pitcher. he won 10 of 11 decisions, striking out 122 in 78 inzings of work.
He had a miniscule 1.62 ERA while walking just 31 batters. He carmed feestacant, allstate,
all-Valley and all-OVAC plaudits that spring,

Jores was just as dominating as a senior. helping JM garer & 2891 record. He struck out
ITL banters in 97 inmings of work, He was 11-2 om the mound witha 161 ERA. He baned 393
with 44 buts and a Oluo Valley - leading cight home runs, He knocked e 37 cuns and seored 32
more, He blasted s3x triples and two doubles. He wis named co-captain of the all-Valley weam
whitle also being wmed Tt all-West Virginga, all-OVAC and alt-Mountzineer League.

Jones alse sparkled on the gadiron as a semor, caraing honorable mention all-OVAC honars
as i defensive back

The Ohio State Unmiversity won the reeruising batle for the 1alented Monarch. Jones was
in the Buckeyes' staeling rolation as a suphomore and junior, going 8-8 with 134 strikcounts
The Toronw Blue Jays deatied him in the Tourth rownd after his Jumor year, He puched sevens
seasons in the nunors, reaching the Cliss AAA level,

Scot Mafte (19805 Athlete)

Scot Maffe iBeliare High School, Class of 19855 Be u foothall, bas-
ketbatl or buseball. Maffe delivered e quality fashion Tor the Bep Reds.

Although equally productive in all three sports, baseball was his linch-
pin. Alter his siellar Big Reds™ dismand career, he mariculated o Ohio
University where he played baseball three vears for the Athens:bised
Bobeats. leliening 1wice.

Mulfe was o Tour-year letierswanner in baseball at Bellaire. caming
mynad of honors after estublishing i host of school reconds. When he
completed his Big Reds” carver, he owned the Tollowing baseball records
season at-bats 110531, carcer smgles (851 doubles o game 130, inples
i game (23 RBEina ganwe (6), career runs (951, stolen hases o gamwe (41, seison 133}
and carcer (551 innings pitched season 176, career (2021 and pricking wins season t335,
career §26)

He was a (est-team all-OVAC, all-Disteier and all-Vadley honoeee i all three sports as a
semor. He was also selected to play i all three OVAC Al Star games.

Mafte w two-year starter at quarerback for Coacly John SMagisteo in foutball. He was
specinl mention all.Ohio as a senior along with fiest ream all- Easteen Distzies and allLONVAC
He was also the Big Reds™ captiun

Malfe was a shek and savvy pame guard Tor Coaeh Gene Anumirante on the hardwood,
carning honorable mention Wl-OVAC as a junior and Frst team honors as asenior,

The three year hoop fetierw mner wis a second team all- Valley honoree as a jinfor. He
enjuyed a banner senior campaign, carning Giest-leam all-OVAC, all-Districr and all-Valley
honors whike also being a special mention all-Obio honoree

. .

Mike Snively 1990+ Athlete)
Mike Spively (River High School. Class of 1992, There
son where this former Pilol didn’t leave a lasting mark
all-state status i three sports.

Ply ing tor his Tather sl fellow OVAC Hall of Famer, Terry, it fool-
snively Tinished his carcer with 5,192 vards and 43 wouchdowns. As
a senior. he theew Tor 2UA3 of those yards and 16 1ouchdowns. He also
handled the kicking and punting dutics, posting 11 PATs and a punting
average of 363 vards

During his junior season, he passed for 1,639 sards and |1 touch.
downs, He also had 33 e from his safely spot that season.

During his carger, Snively was named first-team all-Ohio as a senior and second-leam as
a junior, He w s0 first-team alllOVAC, all-Eastern District and all-Valley. He was also
an all-district pick as a sophomane as well

Suively plaved in the OVAC All-Stae Game wheee e was voted a team captn

When the winter rolled around. Snively diln’t sfow down, On the basketball ¢onrd, he
seored 1 A1S points and knocked down 214 carcer three-poud goals, which was an Ohio
Valley record when he gradeated. As a serior. Snively led the Obio Vailey with 74 three-
point poals, He scored 514 points during his senior seasen en route 1o tizdaeam atl-Ghio,
terst deant all Bastern District, all-Valley. all-Distriet 12 and all-OVAC co-caprainey.

a jueior, Snively poured in 224 points a contest o 2o along with 7.1 rebounds. three
assists and 2.3 steals. He connected on 71 three-point goals that season en route (o honorublke
mention all-Ohio. (irst-wearns all-Eastern Distriet. all-OVAC and all-Valley,

As i sophomore. Snively seored 17.9 poims a 2ame and had an outing where be knocked
in 10 bonus goals, which is stilt a River High record

[ the spriege. Spively shined at shorstop and pitcher for the Pilols, He finished his career
as a 37T hiter with 97 hits, 64 RBI and seven homwe runs, As a sentor, Snively bated 617,
which was i OVAC reeord i the time. He posted 0 5-3 record on the mouwg with o 163
varned run average. He struck out 30 and walked 10 in 51 daniggs of work.

Snively was & firsg keasn all-state selection as 2 senior and played in the prestigions
Mecuno Al-Star Gaane . He was the OVAC Class 3A Player of the Year along with all-East-
ern Disirict, all-Valley and al-EOBIL. He batted 409 as a junior was all-QOVAC, all-Eastern
[istricl amd all-EOBIL.

Afler his prep career, Saavely altended Glenville State College (o play foothall and bas-
ketball. He later coachued an Glenville and was the interin head basketball coach ar Biuelicld
Staie College where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA a1 24 years old. He alsa
coiched women’s basketball women s 1ennis and softhall m Bluefickd.

sport
as fe carned




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Nate Davis (Athlete - 2000)

Nate Davis (Bellaire High School, Class of 2006) -« It didn’t matter the
sport or season because this former Big Reds’ standout just got it done

A four-year letterman i baskethall and a three-year letierman in (oot-
bail. Davis re-wrote the Big Reds record books in both sports.

As a basketball player, Davis did it both on the inside and outside for
Gene Ammirante’s team After helping 1o get the Big Reds 10 the OHSAA
Bivision 111 State Tournament in 2004, Davis led the Big Reds back to the
regional in 2005 and to an undefeated regular season in 2006

He finished his prep career with 2562 points. which ranks ninth in
Ohio history, Davis did much more than score the ball. however, as he
also grabbed 1,175 rebounds. which ranks seventh in the Buckeye S1ate. and he passed out
more than 500 assists

During his senjor campaign, Davis averaged 389 points a contesl en route 1o first-leam
all-Ohio accolades. He was a finalist for Mr. Basketball and was the Eastern District, District
12 and OVAC Class 3A player of the year. He took part in both the Ohio North-South and
Ohio-Kentucky All-Star games

On the football fietd. Davis was just as impressive for Coach John Magistro™s team

I his carcer. Davis completed 454.0f-925 passes for 7.345 yards and 81 touchdowns. As
a sophomore. Davis guided the Big Reds to the Division 1V state semifinals, throwing for
2.296 yards and 22 wouchdowns,

The Big Reds returned 1o the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2.740 vards
and 35 touchdowns,

Davis was Ohio's Duvision 1V Offensive Player of the Year as a senjor. He was a first-team
all-Ohioan as both a junior and senior and camed second-team accolades as a sophomare,
He was first-team all-OVAC three times and took part i both the Ohio North-South and
OVAC All-Star games

Along wilh his football and basketball prowess, Davis also letlered in baseball, He helped
lead the Big Reds to the regional championship im 2003 when he was the club’s every day
calcher,

As a senior. Davis went ont for track and won the OVAC discus title with a loss of 140
ft.. 9 in.

Davis inked a scholarship to Ball State University and won the stanting quanerback job as
atrue freshman. All told. he spent three seasons as the Cardinals” starting quarterback before
announcing he'd forego his senior season (o enter the NFL Dralt.

At Ball Siate. Davis passed for 9,233 yards and 74 touchdowns He was named the Mid
American Conference’s Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first-team ali- MAC
selection. He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State team MVP both
as a sophomore and Junior,

As a junior, be led the Cardinals o a 12-0 record and berth m 1he MAC Championship
Game.

After opting 10 enter the drafi. Davis was selected in the (ifth round by the San Francisco
49ers. He made the team as a rookie. He was released and later signed (o the team’s practice
squad in 2010 He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks. but has spent the last
several seasons in an indoor league in Texas. playing for the Amarillo Venom

Davis becomes the second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame. His brother.
Jose, was inducted in 2007.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

April Rotilio (Athiete - 20005)

April Rotilio, 5t. John Central iClass of 2006) — Speed was the name
of the game for this former Lady Irish track and field standout.

Rotilio is one of the area’s most decorated track and field competitors.
having compiled a whopping |12 medals as the OHSAA siate meet

The premier event in Rotilio’s career was the 400 meter dash. She
placed four times al the state meet, including earning gold as both a
junior and senior. As a senior, she needed a furtous kick in the hinal
100 meters to win the title in a school-record time of 56.09. Along with
the 1wo golds, Rotilio also earned a silver in the lap dash in 2004 and a
fourth place in 2003,

Her speed was limited to the 400. however, She was twice a bronze medalist in the 100
meter dash and once a bronze medalist in the 200, She briefly owned the Division 111 state
record in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC itle in 24,87, She owns the SIC
record {12.12) in the 100 meters, too.

Rotilio’s third state title came when she anchored the 4x2 team in 2006,

Along with her stale prowess, Rotilio set the regional record in the 400 meter dash and
also won 11 OVAC event titles as she bed her teams to four consecutive conference cham-
pionships, The Lady Irish finished as Division 111 state runnerup iwice during her career

Along with the outdoor success she enjoyed. Rotilio was the 400 meter indoor state run-
nerup in 2006

After her prep career, Rotilio competed at West Virginia University. earning all- American
honors twice during the indoor campaign.

She was a member of the Mountaineers™ Distance Medley Relay, which achieved the
honor at the navionals along with a 4x4 eam that scored in the NCAA Championship Meet,

As an individual with the Mountaineers, Rotilio still owns a pair of school records. She
set the indoor and outdoor 400 meter dash benchinarks in 54.29 and 52.71. respectively.

Rotilio also carned Academic All-American honors during her career in Morgantown

Before concentrating fully on track at St. John. Rotilio lettered 1wice in basketball

Ron White (ovAC ‘Family")

Ron White (Springfield Local High School, Class of 1966}, A member of
the OVAC Executive Board for many years. his "baby” for 23 years was
one of the conference showcease evenis = the OVAC Banguet of Champions.

White served as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more
than 700 attendees honoring 75 championship teams. 50 scholarship win-
ners and the conference coach of the year presentation,

White is also an integral pant of the conference in basketball, serving as
the assistant basketball commuissioner for nine yeaes and then being named
the successor 10 the Late John Howell as basketball commissioner beginning
with the 2016-17 school year, He's also spent many years on the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game Commitiee.

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officaals. working on
the courts in both Ohio and West Virginia for 30 years. He officiated five state tournaments in
West Virginia and drew seven regional assignments in Ohio

White is also a well-respected track official. serving primarily as a starter and working atl
both the high school (Ohio and West Virginia) and collegiate levels (MEC and PSAC). He
received the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track Service Award in 2009. A 1971 graduate of
West Liberty State College who later obtained his master’s degeee from West Virginia Univer-
sity, he was an educator/athletic director/coach in the Buckeye Local School District and was
responsible for starting the track program at old Buckeye South High School.

White, who spent 14 years in the Ohio Natonal Guard and now resides in Wheeling. is also
involved with the West Virginia “Super Six™ state football championships

Earl Haberfield (ovac ‘Contributor’)

Earl Haberfield {(Wheeling Ceniral Catholic High School, Class of
1954). He originated the OVAC Basketball Classic — the Ohio vs. West i
Virginia all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A, Mumley All-Siar e:..'.?-
Basketball Classic = serving as the game director for the first five years of |
the event and as an active committee member for several years. A

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game {f.
in 1984 - an award renamed in his honor as the OVAC Earl Haberficld
Coaches Award.

Haberfield's coaching career included several stops — both inside and £
outside the OVAC = and concluded with 382 career victories.

He coached nine years at his alma mater - Wheeling Central — winning five W, Va. Class
AA Catholic Championships. In 1963, the Margon Knights were undefeated:; ranked No. 1 in
the all-division W, Va, S1ate rankings and were the OVAC AAA champions.

Haberfield coached two years at Bishop Donahue, leading the Bishops to the 1969 W,
Va. Class A Catholic Championshup: three years at Warren Local High. named Tri-Valley
Confercnce Coach of the Year in 1970: one year at Crooksville. leading the Ceramics fo the
Ohio Class A Regional: five years at Wintersville, engineering a rebuilding of that progran:
and two years a1 Meadowbrook. leading the Colts to their best two-year won/loss record up
1o that point

Quiside the OVAC, he coached at Vanlue and Amherst Marion Steele.

He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Basketball Coaches Associaton All-Star Game in
1978 and served as the president of District 5 that year,

Haberficld was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Certificate of Merit in 1963, "64
and '69 for contributions 10 West Virginia athletics; was given honorary memberships to the Ohio
District Basketball Coaches Associations in Districts 3. 5 and 12: received an QVAC Certificate of
Recognition for Exemplary Service in 1982; received the Upper Ohio Valicy Dapper Dan Club of
the Upper Ohio Valley's Award for Oustanding Achievement in 1993: and was a charter member
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017,

Haberfield graduated from West Liberty State College in 1958 and was inducted into the
West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in [996. A U.S. Navy veteran of the Korcan War, he
passed away in 2007,
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John Simonson (Media)

Jolut Simonson (Beallsville High School | Claxs o 1966). A multi-
media veieran, he has worked mare than three decades m both radio and
television covering [potball and boys” busketbali pantes as a play-by-play
announeer in the QOVAC

Simonson is well-known for his eeseareh and prep work repardiog athletes
and coaclws prior 10 the broadeasts, compiling results, series records, coach-
g recerds. player siatistics and other noteworthy mfomation,

Known as the "Ohio Valley Spoets Doctor”. Simonson has seeved as an
amlyst for the WTOV TVO “Game of the Week™ and conlributes te that
stason’s gl schoal football “playoff watch™.

He also had a weekly sports talk show for 22 years on W W VA radio starting in 1988 While
there. he carned the Weest Virgima Spontscaster of the Year award i 1997,

Simonson has provided assistance over te years to both the OHSAA and WY SSAC ool
ball playoll compuier ratings” groups. He was a recipient of the East Ohio [nterscholastic
Athletic Administrators Media Awird.

He previously served as a voting member for the prestigious Hessman Troply and many
uther awards including 1he Bear Bryant Cosch of the Year award: baskethall's Naisnuth and
Wooden awards, and is an official donor 1o the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooprrstown where
e has a Iiienme membership.

A graduate of West Liberty State College, he served two years in the US, Army: was a
teacher it Wheeling Park High School for 31 years tretining in 200250 and served on the
Uion Local Board of Education

Jack Berger (Coaches)

Jack RBerger (Shadyside High School, Class of 19445 He founded
Shadyside track i 1961 and was the architeet of the OVACS all-time
championship-winmng boys™ irack program. coaching the Tigers o thetr
first seven OVAC titles tall in Class AA in a three-class format) from
[4368- 74 which sarted an OVAC record sireak of 13 consecutive cham
pronships extended by his successor and tormer assistant Tom Vichich

He was also a co-founder of the Interstate Track League. guiding Shadyside
Lo seven stratght league titles and a record 36 consecutive dual meet victories

Berger led Shady side 10 the sehool™s first Obio Class A Distriet titde in
1971 and 10 the Shadyside Relays crowns in the first year of the event
which he helped establish in 1972 and & runaer-up frnish in “73; two Belmont County Relays
championships and runner-up finishes in the district and regional meets

He also coached the Tigers' foathall team from 1960-69, posting a 56-36-6 record,
Shaclyside won the OVAC Class Adtitle in 1963 with a 7-1-2 record while other top record
tearns under Berger meluded 9-1 in 1968, 8- 210 1966 and 7-3 in 1963

He wis honored i Shadwside weth ~Jack Berger Day™ on June B3, 1974,

Steve Kish, Jr. (Officials)

Steve Kist, Jro(Bridgepon High School, Class of 146351

Hus list off gnments during a 40-year carcer as a wresiling official
15 imspressive. headed by 28 OHSAA Ste Tourmaments, live WV SSAC
Suate Tounaments and 30 OVAC Ron Maock Wresiling Tournaments
He alse worked the Medoa Invitational 28 timws and the Walsh Jesuat
Tourmament 20 times along with [0 Qhio Jumer High School Stale
Tournamenis

Among his awards, Kish reevived she prestigious OVAC ~Mr, Mat’
honer in 19892 wis selected Olie Official of the Year in 1997 and 2010;
OVAC Offivial of the Year in 1997; and West Viezima Olhicial of the
Year in 1999,

He was indugted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 1999, the OHSAA
Officaals Habl of Fame e 1999; the Medina Invitational Hall of Fame in 2005 and most
recently inte the National Wrestling Hall of Fame/Ohso Chapier in 20014,

Kish, wha retired as an official in 20013 bat remains active s an OHSA A observer. curreatly
serves s the coordinuor of the OVAC Rudy Mumbey All-Star Football Game's 10-Year
Ruanmn
eradwated Trom West Liberty State College with a bachelar™s degree in Secondary
Education in 1970 and received a master’s degree in secondary education administration from
Meest Virgisia University in 1973

He retired after 43 yeaes as an educator including 36 years as @ school administeator. He
lavghl English (rom 1969-76 and served as head wresthing coach al Maruns Ferry lor sin
years 11970761 His dual meet reeord was 33161 with 1o Josing scasans and he coiched 13
seclional champions, 10 district ¢hampions, 15 state qualifiers and 1w stale place-winners
His tearhs won the 1970 and *73 distrier titles and he was named East Disrict Couch of the
Yearn 1974,

He was then assistant prncipal a1 Bellaire High School from 1976-78 aad principal from
197890 Dhefore reterning 10 Marting Ferry to seeve as Superingendent of Schools from
199099, Since that time, he has secved as Muskingum County Al Risk Coordinaior Tor four
yuars, assistant prineigal of Zg le High School for five years: assistant principal al West
.\luskmgum High School Tor two years and as principal al West Muskingum Middle Schoal
for two years. He retired i 2002, but spent five months as interine principal at Woodsficld
Eleswenlary School i 2014

Among his educanon-related offices wene president of the Belmonl-Harmison Pringipal s
Association; presient of the Belmont-Hareison Superntendent’s Associaton, member of the
OVAC Exceutive Boand and a past OVAC presidenst {1982-83 wwl 1983-84), member of the
Ohte Network: Traming and Assistance for Schoels and Comuwenitics (ONTAS) Exeeusive
Board: and president of the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials Association,

Bob Montgomery (Coaches)

Bob Montgomery (Moundsville High Schook, Class of 19631 He was
a fixture in the dugont for the Monarchs. serving 42 years as head base-
ball coach and anssing an impressive recond of 869-3435 which ranks
second in OVAC history behind Magnolia®s Dave Cisar and third in West
Virginia prep history hehind John Lowery of JefTerson High and Cisar.

Montgomery coached teams won 24 sectional titles: made the regional
finals 13 times and reached the Class AAA State Tournament five limes,
hl“hll“llll.(l by the 1485 state championship wheee M beas Huntingson
East, 8- 7. in the tille gamu.

His 1eams cnplurcd seven OVAC playolf champonships. reaching the
conference playofs 25 times, The Monarchs also caplured seven regular season crowns nd
five plavoff titkes in (he Mountaineer League from 1976-86,

Montgomery, whe retired Tollowing the 207 season, coached 35 all-state players amd
more than 70 who played college baseball meluding OVAC Hall of Famer Chrets Jones. He
s a1 member of the West Virginia Baseball Conches Association and the American Baseball
Coaches Association,

He was selected as the OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year three times and the West Virginia
Coach of the Year five times. He also was honored as the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan
Co-Man of the Year (with Magno ark at the 32ml Charity Awards Basguet in 2000,

Montgomery abso doubled as a respected basketball and | all official.

A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball OfTi

president, he's been a referee since 1962, working mare than 3000 games

and a 1wo-lerm
including 79 siate

owrnamwents including 20 championship games in West Virginia and five toumamentsihree
utle games in Ohio. He also officiated collegiate haops in the West Virginia Conferenee.
H: began umpiring Amcrican Legion baseball in 1972 and has worked [Tve West Virginia

State Touenaments while also spending 20 years § 1970-901 doing NCAA Division 1 and West
Virginia Conference pames including five tournaments.

He was tlwe first West Virgieia resident inducied into the OHSAA Oiticaals Hall of Famwe
2008 was the 1989 Official of the Year honeree by the Natienal Federation of Interscholastic
Otticials Association and received the Thstingashed West Viegntian Asvaed o 20012

Maontgomery, a three-sport athlete (lfootball. baschadl, basketbally at Mowndsvilie High,
graduated from West Liberty State College in 1969 and obiained his master™s degree in com-
frnications from West Virginia Universiy in 1977,

Robert Pritchard (athiete - 19505)

Rohert Pritehard (Wheeling High School. Class of 1933), He is.
Istonically . among the elite w restlers in OVAC history. He not only Jed
Wheeling Hwh School (o the fiest state (one- ) L|‘|-Il'll|)1l)|1\|‘|l]) for an
OVAC member, in 1953, but beeame the first wrestler from 1he Obio
Valley and the stale of West Virginia 10 win three state championships

As o Waldew sophomore i 1951, he eaptured the state one-class 103-
poind state title and followed with consecutive crowns in 1952 and 1953
i the #12-pound elass o the thiee Tinals, he defeated grapplers from
Grafton, Beckiey Woodrow Wilson and host Parkersburg

During that era. Wheeling High and other high school mat teams com
peted not only apainst other high sehools, bual against YMCA wrestling eams, Pritchard.
nicknarmied “Bull”, was anbeaten as a sophomore and senwor wath lus anly loss in 106
mialehes 1o 0 YMCA grappler from Columbus, wheo he later defeated twice He was anbeaten
against high school competitors

The Wildeats™ state championship coach was Ed Murphy. assisted by OVAC Hall o
Fame coach Bob Rov. the Wildeats head coacl i football and track. Pritchard adse ceedits
Barnesville's Jim Bradfield, who wrestled at Ohio State and led the Wheeting YNCA
wrestling program, in his development along with his older brother Bill. wheo also wrestled
at Wist Virgue L

Aller graduation from high scheal . Bob Pritehard relocated 10 Calitornia and carned a
degree fram the Universiy of California-Sacramento. which didn’t sponser o wresiling
team,. However, Pritchard continued 1o compele on the Y MUA level

Bob Plotz (Athicte - 19405)

Bob Plorz i Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 19461 A Purple Rider
foothall sk track stnsfout, be was co-captm on both Feres teaas as a
senior. He varned first team, one=class All-Ohio and first weam ALOVAC
largest Class AA as the Fred Thomas-coached Rider went 9-1 and cap-
twred the QOVALC champonship

The three-year lettermian in both foothall and track played io the fiest
Ohie North-South All-Star Game and contiued his stawewide perfor.
nunge i drk when he placed thied in the low hurdles in the lurgest
class stale meet.

He earned a foutball sehularsbup to ihe University of Pittisbueah where
he became a Foursyear eeputar: Starting as a 1 7-vear-old treshman, Plotz
All-Oppenerni team of hui.}.ud rival W Virgtnia University and was selected 1o the Al
East tearm. As & senior. he was an honorable mention All-America se

Plote was picked i the §HE round of the Nationad Football League Dral by the Cleveland
Browns bt was also “drafied™ by the U85 Ary and served in the Korean War

He was inducted into the Marting Ferry Athletic Hall of Feme 1 2016

selegted to the

Geno Sessi (Athlete - 19505)

Geno Sexsi (SU Claesvalle High School, Class of 1956). He 1s regarded
as ane of the Red Devils” hest-ever multi-sport athletes while compeling
in Tgorhall and wack,

In the spring sport. he was the leading scorer twa steaight years in the

ack Meet and Jed his wam 1o three slrnqh: titkes as
ix consecutive Red Devil crowns 11952-57) coached by Dave
Porterfield. A ~.|)r|||u.r hurdber and relay member, Sessi Jed all scorers as
& jumior with 15 1:2 points and as a senior with 14 0 Rints

fn focthall. the § ool §. 174-pound two-was back and Kick returner
not only set a sehool regord with 1438 points as a senior, but led the Obio
Valley as well, That mark fasted one year when tormer wammsate fin Kerr scored one more
paint (149} hefore the OVAC Hall of Famer went on 1o start al Pean State and with the
Washengton Redskios

In football. Sesse was A OVAC Targest Class AA 1wo years, Alb-Valley "Big School™ co
captain as @ senior. All-Eastern Otuo twoe vears and All-Ohio Jargest Class AA second team
defensive back as a senor. He was o iwo-time All-Valley track co-captaim,

He carned a football scholarship to the Liniversity of lowa where, atter playing on the
Treshman team, made a smashing varsity debut as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowns
on three pliys ta 36-vard run and pass receptions of 80 and 15 yardsh in a school-record
T0-35 seasen-opening rout of £l Stwte. However, Sessi™s career was cut shorg with a severe
kree wqury . dn the remamimg eieht games, he zamed only 33 vards and reurned a kickol?' 17
sards. The knee injury Hlared uf 1 in -.prm;' drilds 1w end his playing carcer.

Sessi passed away an 2016
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Don Osby (Athiete - 1960s)

Don Osby (Steubenville High School, Class of 1968), A three-sport Big
Red stalwart. he is regarded as the best-ever track long jumper in OQVAC
history. He won Ohio's largest Class AA long junp title as a sophomore
(23-feet. 3-inches) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligitle
lover age) as a senior

As a jumor, competing on one of the most talented track teams in OV
history. he was one of [0 All-Valley Big Red selections and one of four
Big Red co-captains while being cited as “the finest jumper ever on the
local scene.” That spring, he won the Ohio State meet, the prestigious
Mansfield Relays. OVAC Class AAA. Manins Ferry and West Libenty
Relays. the Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet. He also ran a leg on an
OV record setting $x-H0 relay unit which timed 3:19 8

As a sophomore., besides the state crown, he won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23-1 344,

Big Red won us first four OVAC track crowns from 1964-67 with Osby featured on the
last two.

I football, he was a three-year siandout at end on Ohig-ranked teams with records of
9-£.9-1 and 8-2.

He was also a starter in basketball. He i1s honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame

Osby accepted a footbail scholarship to the University of lowa and started a1 wide receiver
as a sophornore when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards. third on the 1eam. After saimg out
his junior year with an injury. he retumed as a starter at tight end as a senior. He passed away
wmvearly 2018 10 Circinnan.

Bill Tucker (Athlete - 1960)

Bill Tucker {Weir High School, Ciass of 1962}, A three-sport Red Rider
athlete. he was a major player on back-1o-back state Class AAA champi-
onship teams before staming in college and competing five years in the
Nauonal Football League.

A two-way back and defensive tackie, he teamed with OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley 10 lead Weir to the 1960 s1ate crown with a 40-0 wile
game rout of Nitwwo. The anchor of the 1961 wam. he scored two TDs in
a 26-7 state tithe witt over St. Albans, Both teams finished 10-1. Tucker
eained first team All-State as a senior and third 1eam as a junior. He was
selected captain of the AIFOVAC and All-Valley squads as a senior. In two
seasons. he scored (16 points and rushed for 4435 vards, In the annuatl Chio-W.Va. All-Star
game, he led W.Va_ 10 a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP,

He played forward and center in basketball and started on the 1962 team which went
unbeaten in regular season, won an QVAC title. and ended 24-1 as stawe Class AAA runner-up
1o Beckley Woodrow Wilson. I track, he ran the hurdles, 220- and 240-yard sprints, and was a
member of 440. 880 and mile relay units in OVAC and state competition,

Afler taking a year off atter high school. he accepted a football scholarship 10 Tennessee
State University 10 play for Hall of Fame coach fohn Merritt. A four-ycar player, he rushed 281
times for 1 321 yards. He was selected w play in the Blue-Gray Classic and Senior Bowl. the
first Tiger to play in the latier.

He was drafied by the San Francisco 49ers in the third round. as the 65th overall selection,
and competed as a fullback for five years in the NFL- - four with the 49ers and one with the
Chicago Bears. in 69 games. he rushed 127 titnes for 431 yards and 6 TDs and landed 59 passes
for 496 vards and seven scores.

Tucker, who passed away in 2015, is inducted into the City of Weirton Hall of Fame,
Tennessee State U, Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall of Fame,

Ron Lee (Athlete - 19705)

Ron Lee (Belaire High School, Class of 1971}, Lee is on the short list of
outstanding running backs who have graced Nelson Field.

The 6-3, 195-pounder carried the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky to an 8-1-1
mark in his senior campaign, Bellaire finished second in the OVAC 3A title
chase. traltng Winersville. The teams tied 0-0 in regular-season play. The
Big Reds finished No. [9 in the UPI Class AAA poll. the largest classifica
tion in the state

Lee rushed for 989 yards and 16 TDs that fall. His 108 points led the
OVAC 3A in sconing. He also Janded 10 passes. Those numbers eamed Lee
first-team All-Valley and AN-OVAC plaudits while being named second-
team Al-Chio by UPL. He also played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game.

Lee was also a three-year letterman in basketball and he was voted the Big Reds’ top athlete
as a senior,

Lee’s prep heroics eamed him a gnd scholarship to WVLI, He chose the Mountaineers over
a slew of D-[ offers. Freshmen were not eligible to play in those days, Lee, however. enjoyed
a strong campaign with the Mountaineers’ frosh squad. leading the team with 372 yards on 97
carries in five games,

As a sophomore, Lee moved ima the No. 2 fuilback slot. rushing for 304 vards and three TDs
on 76 cammies. His toughness was maiched by his versattlity. resulting in htm being utilized as
fullback and tailback his final two scasons

Lee was the team’s second leading rusher both of those campaigns. gaining 543 yards as a
Junior and 623 stripes as a senior, while also leading the team with 10 TDs

A member of two WYLI Peach Bowl teams. he was selecied as No. 74 on the list of wop 100
all-time WVLI football players in the WV U Athletic Department Book, “Saturday Snapshots.”
published in 2015,

His success at Morgantown resuited in Lee being chosen in the third round of the NFL Draft
by the Baltimore Colis. He played in 42 games. stanting eight. He ended his Colts™ career with
940 yards on 206 carries.

Keith Vrotsos (athlete - 19705)

Keith Vrotses (Mantins Ferry High School. Class of 1979). Hpersonified
versatility at an elite level. starring for the Purple Riders in football. bas-
kerball and baseball, the diamond sport proving his pathway to a superb
collegiate careerThe four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball
team batted better than 330 his first two scasons before exploding in
his junior campaign. Vrosos earned firsi-team All-OVAC, All-Eastern
District and All-Valley honors that campaign after hiing at a robust 458
clip. He concluded his prep carcer by turning in a superb senior season,
He compiled a 386 average with 21 RBI, He was again accorded first
eam All-OVAC. All-Eastern District and All-Valley honors. The 5-11.
170-pounder was & four-ime Eastern Ohio Baseball All-Star Game participani

Vrolsos was also a standout on the gridiron. He ¢xcelled as a placekicker as a sophomore,
kicking 19 PATS and one field goal before becoming the Purple’s starting QB his final two
seasons. Vrotsos completed 49-of-100 tosses as a junior, good for 531 yards. He also rushed
for 250 stripes. As a senior, he earned second-teamy All-Ohio UPY honors alter completing
56-of-111 passes for 581 yards while also rushing for 423 stripes. He also picked off three
passes as a defensive back. In addition 10 his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named first-team
All-OVAC, All-Eastern District and All-Valley. He also played in the OVAC Al-Star Game,

He was also a three-year letterman in hoops The talented point guard averaged some 7
points as a sophomone., 10,1 as a junior and 9.2 as a senior. He was named second-team
All-OVAC as a senior. He helped lead the Purple Riders 10 sectional titles his final two
campaigns and capped his hoop career by playing in the OYAC All-Star Game,

Vroisos eamed a baseball scholarship 1o Ohio University where he lettered ali four years and
was named co-capiain in both his funior and senior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats
was outstanding as he batted 341 with 12 doubles. | triple. 7 home rung, 32 RBi and 12 stolen
bases. Vrotsos was a second-team All-Mid-American Conference selection as a senior. He fin-
ished his Bobeat carcer with a sharp 311 batting average. When he graduated, Vrotsos ranked
in the top L@ in the following calegories: games played (157), hits (141). home runs (15), RBI
(791, doubdes (201,101l bases {201}, runs scores (105) and siolen bases (30).

Georgia Dawson (Athlcte - 1980s)

Georgia Dawsen (Bellaire High School, Class of 1984) Dawson was a
tremendous three-sport standout for the Big Reds. excelling in basketball.
volleyball and 1rack & field

She achieved a rarity in the realm of Bellaire athletics. becoming a four
year letter-winner in basketball. surpassing the 1,000-peint plateau while
also grabbing more than 1000 rebounds. Dawson. wheo served as hoop
captain as both a junior and senior, was a three-time all-OVAC selection
while making the All-Valley firsi.team as a senior. Dawson was named
a two-lime All-District 12 basketball honoree and was a special mention
alk-Ohio choice as a senjor,

Dawson was just as donunant in volleyball. The three-year letterwinner served as the
team captain in her final two seasons, garnering first-team all-QVAC honors as a junior and
senior. Dawson was also a three-year standout in track for the Big Reds. In all, she fimshed
her illusirious prep career with 10 letters.

Dawson’s athletic success didn’t stop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she
took her immense athletic 1alent 1o West Liberty State College where she became a four-year
letterwinner in basketball and volleyball. Dawson was the Hilltoppers® volleyball captain as
a junior and senior. making the WYIAC All-Conference Team three seasons while being
accorded Volleyball Athlete of the Year her senior season.

In basketball. she still ranks in the top 20 in rebounds in Hilltopper history with 541
caroms

Dawson was inducied into both the Beltaire High and the West Libeny halls of fame. She
was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan in [988 and inducted into the Disiricy
2 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017,

Ron Stephens (Anhlete - 19805)

Ron Steplens (The Linsly School. Class of 1985). He is remembered
as one of the greatest baseball players in Linsly history, but the 6-4,
185-pounder was aiso a gified gridder and hoopster for the Cadets,

He was wice tabbed Linsly’s baseball MVP, The talented shortsop was
captain of the All-State Class A team as a senior while being an All-Valley
first-team honoree as both a junior and senior.

Stephens baued a robust 403 as a senior with 11 doubles, 29 runs
scored and a school record 28 stolen bases. That same season, he was a
sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA. helping the Cadels win the
OVAC Class 2A crown and script a 20-8 record. Stephens bated 349 as
a sophomore and he hit awa 345 clip as a junior with a pair of grand slams. The versatile
performer was a two-time first team Eastern Ohio Baseball League selection, earning player
of the year honors as a senior.

On the gridiron. the wide receiver/defensive back/kick retumer was so dynamic that he
received schotarship offers from many D-1 schools. including WV and Pitt. He sed an Chio
Valley record with 61 caiches in 10 games, a mark that has since been erased. Stephens was
a three-year starter it football for the Caders. He was a first-team All-Siate. All-Valley and
All-OVAC honoree as a senior,

He was no slouch in basketball either, carning first-team All-OVAC and second-team
All-Valtey honors as a senior after leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding, He was
third-team All-Valley as a junior

Stephens was drafted out of high school by the Boston Red Sox in the [3th round (413h
overall). He opted. however, 1o go the collggiate ranks and accepted a baseball scholarship to
the University of Cincinnati. At UC. he was utilized as an infielder. but his meal ticker was
on the mound, He was 6-5 as a junior, leading the Bearcais in strikeouts and a 3.84 ERA.
He was sclected by the Chicago White Sox in the 38ih round after his junior campaign and
played in the minor leagues For five seasons, advancing to the AAA Jevel with the Vancouver
White Sox of the Pacilic Coast League. He retired afier the 1992 season.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Roy ‘Al Glitch ©vac Contributor)

Ray *Al' Glitch (Bridgeport High Schoal. Class of 1969). When you're
known as the “Voice of the OVAC™, that’s a pretty zoed place to start, but
Glitch has also womn many other h:lt.-. within the conference over the vears
from athlete to coach to director

Manv known Glitch as o mmnsiay as the public address announcer lor
many vears at both the OVAC Bovs Girls Basketball Teurnnents and
the OVAC Samucl A Mumley AllStar Basketball Classie (both cvents
at Ohio Unwversity Eastern). and he's alse been on the “mic” and behind
the scorcbook at countless regular season and tournament ¢vents at St
Clapville High School.

Glitch also spent many vears on the OVAC Bascball Commuttee, ancluding 15 vears as the
sport’s director, and was the recipient of the 2013 OVAC Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorckeeper!
Timer Award,

At St Clairsville, he spent 32 vears as a math instructor and coached multiple sports,
including serving as head hovs” basketbali coach from 1978.83. He was the Distnict 12
Coach of the Year in 1950 and coached 1n the OVAC All-Star Game 1n 1931 He was also
named District (2 Assistant Coach of the Year in 2002,

He also was an assistant bascball and football coach for the Red Devils for 11 wewrs,

Gliteh had the St Clairsvilte Junior High Tournament named in his konor in 2002 and
he recerved the District 12 Baskethall Coaches Asseciaion Distinguished Service Award
m 2017

As an athlete_he’s a part of two teams on the Bndgeport High “Wail of Fame™ - the 1969
basketball and baseball state runner-up wams. and was an all-OVAC and all-Eastern Obuo
selection in both sports, caming honorable menuon alf-Ohio 1n basketball.

Glieh then attended West Laberty S1ate College where he was a foursvear letterman and a
two-time all-WVIAC selection. He recerved his bachelor s degree in secondany mathematics
n 1973 there and his master™ in educaton from the Universety of Dayton in 1981,

He also competed 1 the (hio Valley Baseball League for 24 years as a standout on the
Warwood Reds.

In addition to teaching at St C., he also served as a GED math instructor at the Belmont
Correctional Institule, eaming five neminations as Chio Correcuions Teacher of the Year and
becoming a [nalist in 2013,

Don Clegg (Media)

Don Clegg (Yohn Marshall High School. Class of 1974), 1 enjoved
a successful 26-vear career covenng local colleges and hugh schoobs
as a sports reporter and editor at the Wheeling News-Repister and The
Intelbigencer

During hes renure with the Wheeling newspapers. Clegg and members
of his sports departments received several state-wide awards for vari-
ous aruicles, features and special projects. A past president of the West
Virginia Sponswriters Associaton (WVSWa), Clegg charred numerous
all-state bovs’ and girls’ basketball and baseball comnuitees tor the
WVSWA. He also did publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumlev All-Star
Foothall Game for several vears

After leaving the newspaper business, he provided exiensive editorial services w the
West Liberty University athletic depariment as a prefessional freclance wnter for many
vears before being named sports information director atthe university e June of 2017 As
sparts informatien director, Clegg leads the sports information department s daily operations
and serve as prumacy media contact for WLUs 18 intercollegiate sports. His other respon-
sibilities nclude generating all editonal centent and athlenc publications. overseeing West
Liberty s athletics website and mantaming sports records and statistics.

Clegg also senves as a member of West Libertv’s Athletic Hall of Fame Committee

He i» 2 native of Moundsville and a John Marshall Hhigh School alum who later graduated
with horaes from the P I Reed School of Journabism ae West Virginta Unsversity in 1978

Dave Bruney (Coach)

Dave Bruney (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1969). 11 ever there
win someone who bleeds purple. it's “Coach Dave ™ During 40 vears on
the sidelines including 39 at his alma mater. Bruney amassed an impressive
overall record of 284135 (275-134 a1 Ferrv High) which ranks among the
top 20 in OHSAA history

Brunev-coached Purple Rider teams made the OHSAA plavotts 14 tmes
in a 20-vear span starting i 1998 |08, "99, 200002 "03_'04, 06, "08,
‘09,710, “LL, "3, ' 14, °17) and had only six <ub-.500 seasons in 39 vears
with only one after 1990 The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeated
regular seasons under Broney (1979, 1998, 2002 and 2004). with the *04 wam winning the
QEHSAA Division IV, Region 15 championship befure falling to Youngstown Cardinal
Moones (27-6) i the state senutinals

His teams also won six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1999, 2002, 04,
"08. "1 and “[3) and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-S1ar Football Games four
Limes,

Bruncy sports an impressive list of honors, including being named 10 the OHSECA Tlall of
Famie in 2010, He 2lso received the Ohio Coaches Achtevement Award from the Minor Pro
Football Hall of Fame in Pitisburg in 2014: the entire Brupey famdy was honored by the Lou
Holtz Lpper “Ohio Valley Hall of Fame with the Herntage Family Awacd in 2010: and Martins
Ferry's Dave Hruney Football Complex was named in his honor.

Brunev's coaching career began in 1973 as an assistant a1 Buckeve North under Bill
McHugh He then served as an assistant at Ferry three vears (1974 6) under his cousin,
Bob Bruney and then spent a vear as a graduate assistint at Marshall University under Frank
Elwood (1977).

His first head coaching stop was at neighboring Brideeport where he guided the Bulldogs
to a sparkiing 9-1 scason.

As an athlete, Bruney was an all.Ohio honorable mention and all-OVAC first team selection
as a metnber of the Purple Riders” football eam. He went on 1o Ohio University (graduating in
1973) where he was recruited by Ferry graduate Clff Hefflefinger and played for the Bobeats
under Coach Bill Hess.

Jay Circosta (Coach)

Jay Circosta (Shadyside High School, Class of 1963). When somcone
dedicates a half~centuny ef their life w something. it's wuly amazing, and
when vou're the sevond all-time winningest foothall coach in the Ohio
Vatlev's football wadition-rich hiswry, earning Hall of Fame accelades
s a given

Circosta achieved both, coaching 2 total of 30 vears including 47 as a
head coach and amassing a superb record of 336-[44-3 -- second only
1o Steubenvilie Big Red boss Reno Saccoceia in Ohio Vallev history and
ranking in the top 10 all-time in the state of Ohio

I Monroe County legend began lus coaching carcer i 1968, serving as an assistant
three years at Woodsficld under former Ohio State Umiversity standout Bob Butts, When
butts lefi for Union Lacal, Circosta took over to hegie a 47-vear head coaching run, the first
23 seasons a1 Woodsfield and then. fullowing consolidanen. for 24 vears a1 Monroe Central.

Circosta-coached teams enjoved six undefeated regular seasons (1973, 776, '91, 93, '99
and 20021 captured 14 OVAC championships (mne at Woodsfield. five at Maonroe Central)
and eamed 14 OHSAA plavoff appearances (five at Woodsfield: mine at Monroe Central}

Woodstield was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions by The Assoviated Press and
Monroe Central won the Divission V. Region 19 championship i 2001 hefore falling to
Bedford Chanel 1n the state semifinals.

He coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game four times (1974, "77,
81 & 2000) with a 2.2 tecard and he coached in the BACF All-Star Game once

Circosta also coached baseball for 14 vears with nearlv 150 victones

He was previously inducted into the West Liberty University Athletic Eail of Fame [ 1996)
and the Ohio High School Foothal! Coaches Hall'of Fame, e was named the Upper Ohio

Valley Dapper Dan Club’s “Man of the Year” in 2005 and was named Eastemn District
and Pioneer Vallev Conference “Coach of the Year™ numerous times. The road through
Memorial Park in Woedsfield is named “Jay Circosa Boulevard” and the “Jav Circosta
Fieldhouse™ 15 part of the athletic facilihes,

He received an A.B. in Secondary Education (P.E, Health. Speech and Driver Education)
from West Liberty where he plaved both football and bascball and an M.5.in Education in
Guidance and Counseling from the Univenity of Dayvion.

Jim Crosier (Official

Jim Craster [ Steubenville High Scheol. Class of [967). As a member of
the Ohio Valley Wresding Officials Association, Crosier spent 29 years as
an official, working countless OHSAA sectional, disinet and state tourna-
ments He was also i ited o officaate the 1979 NALA Natonal Wrestling
Champioaships at the Wheeling Civie Center (now WesBanco Arena)

In 2001, Crosier was named the Lamy Deaton OVAC Official of the
Year by the OVAC Wrestling Coaches Association for his exceptional
ellorts as an overseer of the mats: he was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling
Otficials Hatl of Fame in 2014 and was the recipient of the prestipions
“Mr. Mat” award at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tounament in 2016,

Crosier spent 40 vears as an educator. retinng 1 2011 He taught and coached at
Steubenville High for twe vears before moving o 1o Union Loeal where he was a teacher,
wresthng coach and athfeue director during his 38 vears there

As head coach of the Jets for aime vears. Crosier s mat teams won two UVAC Class 2A
niles and one Class 3A championship. He coached tour OVAC champions -~ Mike Gregg
Keliv Wallace, Randy Simpson and fefl McCormuck. He was named OVAC Coach of the
Year three times (Class AA in 1974 and 75 and Class AAA in 1980),

was the founder of the Ohio Valley Iunior High Championships in 1974 (now called
the OVAC Junior High Championships).

A~ an athlete at Steuberville High, Crosier was an OVAC runner-up at 175 pounds com-
peling under OVAC Hall of Fanie coach Bob Hedmond

Chet Daniels (Athlete - 19405)

Chet Daniels {Bellaire High School. Class of 1947), He camed seven
varsity Big Reds’ letters — three each in football and basketball plus
one in track.

He earned about every major foatball horor as a center in tooibail
his final vears — a two-time AI-OVAC largest Class AA, two-ime
Al-Eastern Ohio. and sceond wam All-Ohio as a senior and 1hird wam
All-Ohio as a junior in the one-class Associated Press selections, He was
team Mot Valuable Plaver and wam captain on the 9.1-1 record 1946
team which won the OVAC championship. Tle was selected on Ohie’s
South All-Star wam.

He carned a football scholarship to the University of Oregon, where he excelled for tour
vears — one year on the freshman team and three varsity letters as a two-way guard, The
1948 Oregon team went 9-1 overall and 7.0 in Pacific Coast Conference play and accepted
an invitation o plav Doak Walker-led Southern Methodist Univeraty in the 1949 Catton
Bowl. The Ducks bowed, 21-13 1n the game with Daniefs, an All-Pacific Coast Conference
selection, kicking the extra-point in the fourth quarter The 1948 Oregon football wam, with
Daniels. was inducted into the state of Oregon Hall of Fame in [9%¢

1}aniels, an honorable mention All-Amenca selection, led the NCAA mn placekicking
points with 46 in 1949,

Atler college graduauion, he enhisted 1n the 17 8. Ax Foree and, after discharge. made fus
home tn Ponland, Oregon. e died in 2003
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Shelly Carroll (athicte - 19805)

Shelly Carroll (Martins Fermv High Scheot. Class of 1988) Carroll was
nothmng short of a scorng machime durng her Purple Rader davs

The 5-11 forward av enged 29 8 pownts and 10.6 rebounds a game i her
senior season tor Coach Lamy Duck. Thase lofty numbers eamed her 1/P1
Division [T Olio Plaver of the Year honors.

Carrol! finishied her sparkling prep carcer with 1626 points. estab-
lishing a new school record for bovs or girls She was a second-tean
all-Chio chutee as a jumor while being :abbed honorable mention in her
sophomore season

Carroll plaved in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association
North-South All-Star Game and also competed :n the Inemanonal Cage Tourmament m
Budapest. 1Tungan 1 1987

The mulu-talented athlete also was 2 standout vollevball performer for Ferry. She was
seleeted 10 the all«OVAC team after her senior season,

Her prodigious scoring camed her a basketball scholarship 10 the Universitv of Tennessee
at Chattanooga, where she because a foursvear starter. She helped the Lady Mocs 1o three
Southern Conference championships.

Carroll finished her career at Chattanooga with 1,013 points while alvo ranking first in
schoal istory via her 314 field goad pereentage. She also rnks inthe wp L0 in UTC annals
in games played (115). rebounds {560). field goals made (450) and free throw percentage
(74.1). She was named first-leam AlE-Southem Conference in 1992,

She was twice honored with the Quistanding Achievement Award by the Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan Club {1989) and (1993)

Mike Gulan (Athiete - 19805)

Mike Gulan (Swubenville Cathulic High School.Class of 1959)
Gulan was a three-sport star at Catholie Central, but baseball proved to
be his future calling card.

He was firsteteanmy All-Vallev, AIFOVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern
Distrivt his senior s¢ason in baseball a campaign 1in which he batted
432 with five home runs, seven doubles, 23 hits, 15 RBI and 18 stolen
Bases 1 19 awtempts. The walented thid baseman was named seeond wam
All-Valley as a junior

[n tootball. he was a second-team All-Vallev honoree as a sumor and
camed honorable mention AlL-OVAC Class AAA n basketball

His sparkling prep diamond carcer earned lum a scholarship to Kent State Unrversuy
where he excelled for tliree seasons betore being selected in the second round of the Major
League Drall (33rd overall prick) by the 51 Lous Cardinals

Gulan was named Mid-Amencan Conference Plaver of the Year and second team All-
America, He was first-teany AL-MAC as a juntor and <econd team as a sophomore

As a Golden Flash junior. Gulan led the MAC in hitting [ 430). home runs (17). RBI
(68) and wriples (6). As a sophomere, he batted 311 with {1 homers. He barted 336 as a
{reshman,

Gulan was one of 90 plavers in the nation invited to the U.S. Olympic team trvouts in
1992, He was inducted into the Kent State Hall of Fame in 1999,

Gulan enjoved a L 3-year carcer (two in majors, part of L2 in the minors and one in Japan)
from 19922404, He was 1 member of the Candmals’ mapor league club in 1997 and the
Florida Marhins in 2001 and alse signed with the Pirates in 2002 and White Sox in 2003,

He was also was a Steabenville American Legion Post 33 bawball Mandout.

Jamie Adams (Athlete - 1990x)

Jamie Adams {The Linsly Schooi. Class of 1994). This former Cadets
was instrumental, not only at Linsly, but throughout the Ohio Valley, in
puning soccer ot the map.

A four-vear regular for the Cadets, Adams ciched his name into lore at
both at the prep and colicgiate level.

When vou consider that Adams led the state of West Virginia in scoring
three times in his carcer, it's not hard to sce why he gained such a undry
list of accolades Afier scoring just seven goals as a freshman. Adams
exploded onto the sceae 1 1991 by sconng 37 tmes. He went for 46 as a
Junitor and 50 goals as a sentor

His 140 career goals 1s sull a record at Linsly

Adams was the first West Virginaa athlete and OVAC plaver to gamer Parade All-Amenican
honors in seccer He was named All-Amenican by National Soccer Coaches Association and
was an ESPN MceDonald ™« Scholasne Player of the Week in 1992

Locallv. Adams was named first-team all-OVAC three times, conference plaver of the year
twice, Arst-team all-Valley shree dmes and eaprained the squad twige, He was named first-
team all-IPS1, three times and [PSL Plaver of the Year as a seoior.

Adter <ifting throtgh more than 30 offers, Adams elected to continue his career at Princgton
University. He was a four-vear starter with the Tigers and served as a team caplain in 1997
He was also named to the all-Ivy League team that season.

Adams was alse heavily involved with the United States Clymmc Development Program.
He was a member ol the Region | team which plaved in Europe. He was zlso selected for the
Region 1 pool live tites and was a par ol six state ODP weams.

Gn top of his prep and collegiate exploits, Adams shined at the club level, oo, He a part
of teams that wen six Snicker’s Cup state championships and was in the regional final tour
times. Admns was inducted to the West Virginia High Schoul Coaches Assaciation Hall of
Fame in 20 2.

Scott Coyne (Athlete - 19905)

Seott Coyne (Bellaire High School, Class of 1994). This former Big
Reds” point guard was a wizard with the ball in his hands for OVAC Hall
of Fame coach Gene Amunirants during his prep career,

While it was in basketbatl where Covne achieved some of his greatest
moments, his suecess wann't limited here. e was a three-sport standout
for the Big Reds, shining in track and football as well.

Covie finished his prep career with 1051 points, including a 19.1
points per game average as a serior. He did more than score the ball, He
smuffed the stat sheet o 2 tune of nine assists and seven rebounds a game
as he led the Big Reds 1o therr first undefeated regular season and an eventual 2E-1 record.

Durmg his junior scason. Covne averaged 20.4 | points a game. He netted his career high
of 43 points that ~eason against $1 Clairsvilie The Big Reds finished 17-3 and won the
OVAC that scason

Covne ranks 10 the op L in numerous Bellaire categones, including 3-point shooting (44
percent), free-throw percentage (77 percent), steals (1413 and his points are the 151h besy

Coyne eamed all-evervthing as a senior, He was all-Eastern Dasinict, Dastrict 12, OVAC
and all-Valley and was named to the MeDonald s All-Anerican and Street and Smith's All-
American hehorable mention lists. He was also named one of the top 25 players in Ohio by
USA Today and plaved in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game.

As nwide receiver. Covie was the go-10 guy for the Big Reds during his three-year career.
He finished with 1.764 yards. Included was a 1993 campaign in which he caught 61 passes
for 967 vards, which ranks seventh in BHS hisory. Covne was named to the all-Ohio first
team. He was also named all-OVAC and all-Eastern District.

On the track, Covne qualified for the state track and ficld championship meet twvice in
the 300 intermediate hurdles He was a multiple-time OVAC placer i that event as well as
running ke legs on relay teams for the Bip Reds.

1le died ragecally in a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old. At the ime of hus death,
he was one of the area’s nsing basketbali oflicials.

Cowne was inducied to the Distrier 12 Basketball Coaches Assogiation Hall of Fame in 2015
The Scott Coyne Memeonal Scholanship exasts at Bellre High School 10 honor ha legacy,

Tyler Engle (Athlete - 20005)

Tvler Engle (Fort Frve High School, Class of 2007) Tt didn't matier
the season for this former Cadet mulii-sport standout because he shined
brghtly The winner of 11 variity fetters  Engle really stood ocut on
the basketball court and baseball ficld where be ¢amed eight of those
MOnograms.

It was baschall where Fngle eamed his opportunity to compete colle-
giately at The Ohio State University Plaving tor the late Sonny Bidwell,
Engle hit 502 for his career with 12 home runs and 117 RBEs in leading
the program to a "423 record

As a semor. Engle batted a robust 5135 with four humers and 34 RBIs
en route to eaming all-Olio first team honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastern Dnstrict
and Mizuno Al-Sear Gumes. lie was named first-team all-Eastern District four times and
was the plaver of the year as a senior. Twice, Engle was named firsi-team all-OVAC and was
the Class 2A Plaver of the Year as a senior. He camed all-PV'C four times,

On the basketball court. Engle left a lasting mark as he helped Coach Dan Liedike's pro
gram o 5 victories by scoring 1,760 career points, He grabbed 400 rebounds. passed out
2400 assists and had 130 steals during his career. He alse drained 329, 3.point goals, which
is the Ohio state record,

During his senior scason. Fogle averaged 198 points en route o first-leam all-Chio
all-Eastern District, all-OVAC, all-Pioneer Valley Conterence and all-Divtrier 12, He alwo
ook pan in the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. That followed up a juniot
campaign in which he was named third-team ail-Ohio. He was aciuadly listed on the all-state
team each vear of his career.

Engle also lettered three times in fooibail, but elected not to play his senior season.

After high school. Engle elected to become a Buckeye. He lettered four times as a short-
stop. e plaved in [93 career games and batted 256, He had four home runs, 82 RBis and
had 155 hits. When ke finished his career, he ranked second in GSU history with 189 starts.

With his playing davs behind him, Engle entered coaching. He coached at Ohio Valley
Universus, where he fimshed his Master’s Degree. Flon Universiy and Manetta College
He's currenily the baseball coach at Meadewbrook High School

Liz Repella (athlete - 20005)

Liz Repella (Steubenville High School, Class of 2007) Whether tt was
u Big Red or West Virgittia Universiy, this standout basketball plaver
simply scared the ball.

The multi-talented combo guard carned all-Ohio honors four temes
during her prep career. She wis named first-team as both a jumor and
senior Repella was named the state's plaver of the vear, averaging 26.9
"](!lnl'\ a g'l.ll"lL 15 A Semor

She was named 1o the tBurd 1eam as a freshman and second 1weam as a
saphamore

She 15 the all-ime leading svorer 1 Steubenville history - regardless off gender -- with
2065 potnts.

Along with her state accolades, she was named all-OVAC four times and first-team all-
Eastern District four times. gamering plaver of the vear as a junior and semor

Repella, who was also a multi-vear letter winner n soecer. was ranked the 63rd best
plaver in her class as a senior. which garnered several Division 1 offers She eventually
seltled on becoming a Mounttineer.

AUWYVL, Repella lettered four vears and scored |,612 points, grabbed 712 rebounds. She
alse collected 207 steals, passed out [62 assists ud blocked 76 shots

She was named firsi-leam all-Big East as a junior and senior and was just the second
WAL fematle to pamer firsi-team honors in back-to-back seasons.

Repella was an honorable mention all-American after her senior senson in which she
helped lead West Virginia te a 24-10 record and a second-round NCAA Touney appearance.
During her final season in Morgantown, Repella led the team in 12 statistical eate gorics.

All told, she plaved in 134 games, which is the most in WVU history, and she was part
of 96 victories, Her college pomnt total was seventh best in WU history at the ume of her
graduation,

Away from athleties, Repella was o standout student. She graduzted with a degree in exer-
cise physiology and a GPA of 3.96. She was a representative on the WYL Student-Athlete
Advisory Commuitiey, She also received the Bip East Scholar Athlete Sports Excellence
Award and was an Academic All-Amcerican




V. Everett Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Brinkman Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those grear athleres who plaved or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formarion of the conference in 1943 or who plaved or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

V. Everett Brinkman {Wheeling High School. Class of 19231
One of only three ! 3-letter winners in football basketball, bascball and track st Wheelmg High. he was an all-state football end and scored 54 poinis tm a basketball game
as a freshman. He became a three-sport. nine-letier standout at W, Va. Wesleyan College belore returning to the Ohio Valley 10 cam his mark in coaching.

A pioneer of the jump shot and (ast break. Brinkman coached Benwood Union from F928-33 and Wheeling High [rom 1934-35 10 a combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 356- 138 with five staw citdes in seven trips o the linals. The 1938 and 1950 wams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won i 1936, 1940
and 1943, The "40 and "43 (eams lost but once.

Brinkman also coached lootball for 14 vears — six at Benwood Union and cight at Wheeling. with a combined record of 87-32-15 meluding 40-9-4 at Union, Four ot
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playolT cra: 1928 and 1931 Union. both unbeaten. and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937 The "34 1eam was
unbeaten but ewice ted.

He also was a top-{lizht foothall ofticial for several years and active in state coaches and oflicials” oreanizations.

Brinkman carlier was clected o four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Spons. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan. City of Wheeling, and W. Vi, Wesleyan Sports,

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (Wellsville High School. Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball seoring machine in high school and college who artracted national atention and was profiled in numerous books, national magavzines and
major newspapers. Two books were written on his career,

The 6-9. 190-pounder played only one scason at Wellsville High after siting out a year following trassfer from rondade. [n 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 3[-point average. second best in Ohro. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57,34 and 50 pomts. Wellsville fost only 1o 28-1 record state runncr-up
Steubenvitle and handed W. Va. Class 3 champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played taoo scasons. In 1933, he scored 1954 points in 39 games for mational record 50,1 per
zame average. He scored [16 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954 he averaged 46.5 points and scored 113 ve. Hillsdak: College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest. Providence. Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden. Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium,

The NATA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters, He also played in the Fastern and ABL pro kagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professionad foutball placekicker, but he was much more.

In high school. he was a three-spont standout and All-Ohio in foothall and basketbail. He was center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
team which won the 1941 stawe Class A titke. He also was a tackle onthe 10-0-1 record 1941 football wam which claimed an Ohio co-championship afler a 14-14 tie with
Tolede Libhey 1n a pest-scason challenge game. Groza, by the way. kicked only one ficld goal in high school.

He played Foothall as a freshman at Ohio Stawe belore joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967

When he retired, he was pro fooball's all-time lewding scorer with only one 'TD and 1609 points. He booted 234 ficld goals. with a long ol 33 yards. He had
comversion streak ol 134 and scored in FO7 straight zames. The Lou Groza Award is given annually w college fooball’s wp placekicker.

A nine-time Pro Bow! offensive tackle., as well as kicker, he played monine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four Atl-American Conference title wams.

The Pro Foetball and Upper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan Hafl of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named or him in Manins Ferry,

Clarke Hinkle {Toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versaule carly cra football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the ‘Toronto High School Football Stadium hehind the school 1s named 1 s honor.

The 5-11.195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University. where he was inducted into the Tirst Hall of Fame class. and in the National Football
League. He was inducted. in 1964, in the sccond class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame Tor College Football and the LUipper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the Fast in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team 1o an unbeaten seasen in 1931, He then played in the Bast-West Game
where he was selected the Most Quistanding Player.

From 1932-41 . the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile plavers in the Nauonal Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker. and
was cited for his iunning. blocking. receiving. kicking and tackfing.

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-ime All-Pro. He was on the NFL AT Time Two-Way wam selected in 1994 One ol the Packer
practice ficlds s named 0 his honor.

When he retired. he was the leading rusher (3860 yards on 1371 carriest in NEL history and his wotals now rank sixth i Packer history, He scored 379 career points
and averaged 408 yards punting.

Calvin Jones (Steubenviile High School. Class of 1952)

This two-sport Big Red standout was o htgh school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but ts best known for Tootball.

At Big Red. he helped the 1952 basketball wam to a schoob-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up [nish. En route. Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsvalle
team its only 1wo losses

In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Towa over Ohio State and went on 1o All-Big len Conlerence honors three times, He made 22 All-America
teams at guard. mcluding & record 15 i 1954, As team captain. he earned the Qutland Trophy 2iven o the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two
consensus All-America picks at lowa. where he played both offense and defense,

A member of the College Football and Helms Athietic Foundavon Halls of Fame. he was mducted mto the First lowa Hall of Fame class and s o mwember of the
All-Time Havwkeye team. His jersey Noo 62 was retred by Towa, one of ondy two at the schood.

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Spons Hlustrated
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Bernie Russ Carl Bernie Jule
Allen Craft Hamill Mehen Rivlin

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who playved or coached after that date but before
their schoo!l became a member of the conference.

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sports for the Potters. he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team: a regular basketball player on team which upset
unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional ournament: and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Bascball Game and was on winning Ohio football
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.,

At Purdue University, he carned six letters as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was weam MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in bascball.

Allen earned National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sponts [lustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue’s Quistanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charloue, N.C., he went on 10 a 12-year major
league carcer from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators. New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. [n 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Fomn Tresh for the
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y.

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (welisburg High School. Class of 1939)
He: was a three-sport performer in football. basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back,

Craft played football. baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama. where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern
Conference honors.,

Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football 1eague, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the
All-Time Eagles® Team. He plaved on Eagles” teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947, He was named 1o the Pro Bowl in 1951 and
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Piusburgh Steeler extra-poimt kicks
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950,

Crafi is crediwed as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFI, career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films® preseniation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retum,
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

Cralt is inducted into the W, Va, Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hamill (Linsty School. Class of 1922)
A legendary athlete and high schood coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-spon standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player. he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920. a rare total in the center jump. low-scoring era.

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football wams scheduled top-noich programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10
mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won the first-¢ver WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year. he coached the 1950 bascball team
10 its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball teamn lost a 38-37 regional titke game to unbeaten Wheeling High. which went on to
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the Year™ for high school and college all sports.

In basketball. he guided Weir w0 a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942,

Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan. Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio
Valley Football Coaches Hail. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor.

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first 1eam all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0
record in 1938,
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman, Mehen scored 1.193 points in 84 career
games with many coming during the center jump. low scoring cra.
He later earned All- America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. After serving in World War H, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992.

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1935)

He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934, He also was the high-point scorer in the 19335 one-class state track
meet where he won three gold medals. He timed [0.2 for 100 yards. 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit.

At Marshall College. he was one of the first guards 10 run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors
while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two
Mid America Conference titles.

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52,

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation’s best pro weams including the Harlem Globetrotters.

He was a 1980 charter inductee 1nto the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and 1s a member of four other halls of fame. including W, Va. Sports, Marshail and Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those grear athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior 1o the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached afier that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Rudy Baric iBenwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first team AJl-W.Va. basketball honoree us a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section
finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen 1o a state tournament berth and the school’s best-ever record of 23-2,

Al West Virginia University. the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigrous than the NCAA Tournament. Afier a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed-
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island Ui, 52-49. n the first round. WV U then deteated Toleda. 51-39. and Western
Kentucky. 47-45. before | 7000 fans in the finals, The team’s only 6-tooter was the team’s leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WV to a 45-20 record.

In 1943, with WVL coach Dyke Raese in the armed services. Baric served as interim coach and guided WVU 1o a 14-7 record. He then went on (o
coach high school basketbaH for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J.. where his teams won more than 300 games.

A member of the All-Time WVL! era team. he was inducted into the second WVL Hail of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee.

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School. Class of 1931}

The 6-3. 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds” career and earned Ali-Eastern Ohto and All-Valley honors before becoming the
tirst college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America
by the A-A board. The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride tor its hometown hero by placing a [0-foot pictorial
banner above the front entrance 1o the City Building.

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates. later
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain. inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was
a fitth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Carney {Wintersvitle High School, Class of 1952)

A [0-letter winner in four sports — football. basketball. baseball and track — for the Warriors. the tootball running back played in only one losing game
in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however. didn’t join the OVAC until 1955 atter Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University.

As a sophomore OU running back. he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military
service.

After returning. he led the Bobeats™ track team to the 1958 and 1939 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior, He held the NCAA
220-vard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won
the conterence 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time. he ¢laimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Carney was drafied by the NFL Baltimore Colts. but bypassed the ofter for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track
meets. He earned a spot on the LS. team tor the 1959 Pan-American Games and won 4 silver medal at 200 meters.

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S, Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals.
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Haly. who set an Olympic record of 2005 seconds. Carney’s time of 20.6
would have won every previous Olympie final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (Benwood Union High School. Class of 1930

An All-Valley and All-West Virzinia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for
Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928, At Pitt, he was selected team captan.
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl., and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season,
The 1934 Pitt team was accluimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record.

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Maoscrip and Michigan’s Gerald Ford. a tuture 1.8, president.

Hartwig became a national hero when he was prctorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box. the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored,

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning 10 Pitt 10 join the athletic department.

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field. after the school’s only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ MOSCfiP {Adena High School. Class of 1931)

He earned 10 letters in three sports — football. basketball and baseball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Vailey football end under Coach Fred
Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes. 284- 19, He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament.

After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg. Pa.. the 6-foot. | 86-pounder became a three-vear starter @t Stanford University and played on the famed
“Vow Boys™ team — so named for vowing not to lose 10 Southern Calitornia during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat-
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip.
a two-way end and placekicker. was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMLI He also plaved in the East-West Shrine Game.

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Dratt in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions,

A member of the All-Time Stanford team. he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hali of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those grear athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1953).

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poli.

The Pouers defeated Cleveland West. Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen. Alliance. Martins Ferry, Salem. Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Sandusky. 13-13.

Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield, Alliance quarterback Len Dawson. a fusture star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season.

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career,

An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game.

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which
advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division.

The 1938 team. coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer. the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals.

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high schoot and the pros, however, He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons. he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg. Pa.. in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed. as a first baseman and outfielder.
in Fargo. N.D.. and Charleston. W.Va.. before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre. Pa.. before being
catled up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56
before retiring from baseball.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933).

A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state
competition from 1929-32,

He was the anchor of the 9-0 record. unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2.126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s.

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
the Lipper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951.

Kenny Griffith (welisburg High School. Class of 1937).

He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team whtch won its first. and only. OVAA championship with an [8-] regular season record. It ended a
school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark. in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1.596 points set by national Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
last two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0} and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season.

In 1941, the smail college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed
in a national Ail-Star game in Chicago.

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team.

After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

Jim Keane (Linsty Military Institute, Class of 1941).

The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf. tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and
received a football scholarship to the University of lowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago.

A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end. he was drafted in the [8th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship game.

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year. 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Tom Kinkade (toronto High School. Class ot 1938)

He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling m football at Ohio State University.

As a senjor in high school. he Ted Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season.
The 1938 team advanced 1o the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport.

The 6-foot-1. 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points
i game.

In a 82-31 rout of Midland. Pa.. Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. it was the second highest Okio Valley effor
at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years.

A quarterback in football. he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-vear letterman and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football.

Fred Negus Martins Feery High School. Class of 1940)

He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football. basketball and basebail and earned All-Valley honars as a junior center and senior full-
back while serving as team captain in two Sports.

After a year in prep school, he played football (wo years at the University of Wisconsin and eamed All-Big Tea as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record
teum ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve. he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and
also lettered in track. After a year i the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines” football team. he was drafted by the NFLs Cleveland
Rams, bul opted 1o return to the University of Wisconsin, He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team
against the Chicago Bears.

After college. he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conterence and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears

In 1998_ he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame, In 20053, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson. Wis.

Charley Seabngkt {Benwood Lnion High School. Class of 1937)

He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood L'nion High, earning AH-West Virginia one-class honors in tootball
and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior. he led the [ronmen 10 a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus
a state tournament berth. During that run. the Jronmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling,

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football. basketball and baseball.
A three-year starter as blocking back. single-wing quarterback and linebacker. he also batted 300 as a left-handed basebail first buseman and played guard
in basketball.

He was selected to the WV football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WYL Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the LS. Army. After the war. he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades. he died in 1981,

Nick Skorich Bellaire High School. Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Big Reds” athlete in football. basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams
which won titles in the OVAA. the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1,8-2 and 9-1.

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections.

Skorich was drafied by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service. he played three seasons as guard for the
Steelers before tuming to coaching — first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers. Green Bay and Philadelphia betore beconung
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staft and became the Browns™ head coach from F971-74. After leaving
Cleveland. he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004.

Moffat Storer (the Linsly School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Cadet standout in tootball, basketball and track where he set the longest-fasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash.

An All-Valley fullback. he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophamaore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the
1929 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet. the most prestigious meet in the area a1 the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virgima until 1972

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was
played in Durham. N.C.. the only time outside Pasadena. Calif.. because of World War [T in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils” track team and
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays.

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but. after graduation. served in the armed forces

He tived in Chattanooga. Tenn,. tor several vears, and is deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Floyd Baker — e graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys’ basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45.

He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden ¢ra from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5. 27-4 and 23-3,
all by Baker). five sectional crowns (three by Baker). and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-36.

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the
Ohio state tournament, highiighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad.

He started the Purple Riders’ golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included [2 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams.

His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of
Famer Lou Groza. and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1). led by Hall of
Famer Alex Groza. won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

Baker’s 14-year OQhio Valley coaching record was 277-77. with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ghio largest Class A championship. He
left Ferry for a job in Richmond. Ind.

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known
throughout Ohic. he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third. he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion.

Hoppel. who also plaved football at Beaver. was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi-
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 “Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers.”

For 10 straight years. from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions
— three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High.

Carl Hoppel. a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppe! Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric.

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn ali-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as ail-state
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-f and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a
conference forerunner of the OVAC,

[n 1938, when both Dick and Bernte Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC
Legends charter selection. The Witdcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter.

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia. and ended his prep career with more than 1,300
points. a high total for that era.

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin.

Will Robinson {Steubenville High School. Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football. basketball. baseball and track, he was the
“T" quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten. untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck)
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback.

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament.

Al West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports. won |2 varsity letters. and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.

He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games whiie producing numerous college and pro athletes
at Cass Tech and Pershing High Schooi.

In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university — Illinois State — where he coached Olympian and NBA player
Doug Collins. After five winning seasons. he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons’ staff as a scout.

He’s also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, [llinois State, Michigan Sports Hail, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died. at
age 96, in 2008.

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Class of [920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919,
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year. four-sport (football. basketball. baseball. track) performer at the school
which was merged. along with Chester and Newell. into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete. in 1919, to earn first
team all-state football honors.

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as weil as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team,
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team.

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He aiso became athletic director and started the football program at oid St.
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WV U Sports Hall of Fame and the W.
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died. at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency.
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Bob ‘Punque’ Cas Norman
Bentz Cartledge Jordan Myslinski Willey

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Bob Bentz (Bcaver Local High School. Class of 1972). It high school, he dominated the arca and Ohio distance running scene while seiting
school 1.600- and 3.200-meter school records which remain on the books.

He becanie the first sub-nine minate 3.200-meter runner in Ghio history (£:58) and his 4:20 time in the £.600 remains on the school record books.
As a junior. he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed sceond in the state meet 2-mile run,

As 2 senior, Bentz was undefeated in eross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He camed All-America stius by placing
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field Nanonal Meet in Baton Rouge. La.

Recruited by the University of Tennessee. he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons., four Southeastern Conlerence titles and the 1972
NCAA title. In track. his wams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country
and track seasons while carning All-SEC honors.

Charles “Punque” Cartledge Sicubenville High School. Class of 1912), The (irst area indugtee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of
Fae and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the arca and Ohio maps with a 22-year
record ol 140-38-11 from 1916-40,

His teams omscored foes by 3.772-870 and dealt famed Masstlon its worst Joss ever, 68-0L in £931. Thai 1eam was led by OVAC Halt of Fame
Legends George {Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included wop team from around Ohio and western
Pennsylvania.

[n a pre-playolf cra. his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions live times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached scven
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads.

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school wams, with a fone defeat in 1924 1o the Carnegic College freshmen. They
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts.

He also coached Big Red basketball o a [81-139 record Trom 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team.

As a high school senior (191 1-12}. he captained Big Red foothall. baskeiball and baschall wears and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978,

Jim Jordan (Chester High School. Class of [943), A 6-foot-3. 195-pound basketball center. he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class
West Virginia All-State team afier leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the fosses, including the regional tournament, were 10 26-1 record state
champion Wheeling High.

[n five vears ol college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrvolled in the Navy V=12 program at Mount St Marys
iMd. College, he was the Ieading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Coniderence,

He earolled at the University of North Carelina in the Naval ROTC program and carned sceomd team and first icam All-Amcrica honors in two
seasons with the Tur Heels, The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklabhona A&M. He was the only unanimous choice Tor All-
Southern Conference and ed the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card ol basketbatl legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the raflers
of the Dean Smith Center,

Jordan linished his college carcer with two scason at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildeats” 1947 NIT title tewmn and the 1948
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later
selected 1o the Al-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The [melligencer.

Jordan. who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years,

Casimir Myslinski (Stcubenvilie High School, Class of 1941). tn high school. he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big
Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles { Punque) Cartledge.

He cntered West Point in the last pre-World War I class and under the siepped-up wartime progran. he graduated in three years with a B.S. in
engincering.

He served as cuptain of the 1943 Army 1eam and carned the Mosi Valuable Player award while being named 1o cvery frst team All-America sclee-
tion as a 6-foot. 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockae Award as the nation’s oustanding lineman in 1943,

Allter graduadion in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Pomt in admunistration in 1932, In 1956, he became head ol the
Physical Education Department at the Air Force Acudemy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh.

He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977,

Myslinski died in 1993.

Norman “Wild Man” Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley™s most prominent product of the old six-man
foothall teams at the smaller enrolhent schools.

The 6-Too1-2, 225-pound athlete played toothall, basketball and bascball for the Tornados.

After high school. he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly atended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College. where he
played foothall and basketball.

A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight scasons from 1950-
37, He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, wlong with Reggic White. as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles” honer roll.

Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks alter it was reported he was wnofTicially credited with 17 sacks against
New York Giants” guarterhack Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952, He earned the nickname “Wild Man™ from his pass rushing resubting in opponents’
vardage losses

An inductee inte the Marshall and West Virginia State Sports Halls ol Fame. he was honared in Pine Grove with a “Norman Willey Day™ on Sept.
135. 2006, Siens proclaiming “Home of Wild Man Willey™ were erected at the entrance (o the town as well as at Valley High School.
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Tony Kenny
Carna George Howell Mikes

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Chio cross country championships and led the star
of the most successful team profgram in state history. He catﬁ)turcd individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Camna as an All-American selection.

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns —the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985.

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten am
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division [ National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Jim Georfe (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-game win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-46
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin,
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

In basketball, he Jed the Spartans to a 22-3 record —second best in school history — and the Jefferson County title.

He acce‘fted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl:
Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force.

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points — second most
in area histery at the time — as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular seasen. He
scored 74 potnts against New Athens —second best in Ohio Valley history at the time — and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws.

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-plaver first team AHl-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services.

The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two
seasons.

Howell, who also played on the Orioles’ six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services,
He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990.

Dave Jones (Jewet-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketbail guard led the Ohio Valley in scoring his last two seasons with
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12
rebounds a game as a senior.

A two-time first team All-Vailey captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior. His
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team
by The Intelligencer newspaper.

A three-sport, 11-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the “Small Schools™ with 51 receptions for 766 yards.
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper.

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time reguiar as a junior.

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif.

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the
1953 footbal! team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) in school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley “Smail
School” team. He also started for West Virginia’s winning team over QOhio in the annual Chio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National
All-American High School Team honors.

In basketbail, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school’s best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament
in Sistersville.

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship.

Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolied at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and

unter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was featured in Sports Dllustrated for a major role
in Purdue’s upset of No. 1 ed Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled “The Greatest Moments in Purdue Footbail History.”

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game,

He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg.




John ‘Zip’ Russell ‘Tuss’
Behen Cunningham Edwards Hugh Jones

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

John ‘Zip’ Behen tCambriddge High School, Cluss of 1918). The former Bobeat was one of the first [.000-point seorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops
history. He fimshed his four-year high schoot career with 1.271 points. which stitl ranks fifth on the all-time Bobeat scoring charts.

In his senior season. Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woadslicld: The mark remains s the Bobeats™ single-game
school record and was the standard Tor Ohio Valley schools unil Yorkville's Ken Alessi. a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame. broke the record with 70
points in 1949 versus Shadyside,

Behen wound up with 434 points as a sentor while leading the Bobeats to g second straight 18-2 record,

As a junior, he scored 386 points, His sophomore total for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He started his career as a freshman wath 129 points for a 16-2
record squad. During his four-year career. the Bobeats posted o combined 62-16 record.

Behen played one scason at West Virginia University. letering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average,

In 2007. Cambridge High Schouol retired Behen's jersey number 18.

Ken Cunniugham (East Liverpool High School, Cluss of 19611, A threg-spon Patter athlete, he carned All-Ohio honors in baskeiball and fooiball and
wis the Ohio High Scheol Basketball Player of the Year selection for 196(-61 by The Associated Press. the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was
selected 1o the Schalastic Coach All- American team,

During his prep carcer. Cunningham becanie the Potiers” all-tinie leading scorer in basketball. including a school-recerd 41 points in a game while scoring 439
season points for a 24-peint per game average. He also led the Potters in scoring as a sophomore and jumor.

In football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio und teant Most Valuable Plaver honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Easiern
Chio and All-County selections. He also played three hasehall scasons tor the Potters

He accepted a baskethall scholarship o the 1961 NCAA nationat chantpion University of Cincinnate and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 when he was a
Ireshian. As i sophomaore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA ruaner-up to Loyola-Chicago.

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assists as a junior and the three-year letterman was elected team captain as @ senior.

He later returned 1o Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach i Akron University for three scasons before leaving the coaching ranks, He currently
resides in Stow, Ohio

Russell ‘Tuss’ Edwards (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1923). He was an honored. record-setting Purple Rider athletie who served as team
captain of football. basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All-Valley hatfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior scason. he
set record which was listed as an Ohio Valley record for several vears, He scored 56 points on cight 1ouchdowns plus cight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blanking
of Coshocton.

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefterson College, then a “major college™ football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is
named. He played his final theee years as a regular end tor coaches Allic Miller and Andy Kerr As a senior, he was All-East and carned some second team All
America honors

Aller rejecting an offer to play pro foutball with the Phuladelphia Yellow Jackets, he returncd w the Ohio Valley 1o coach high school ot Adena. Warwouod wnd
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 football team went [0-0, the girls” baskethall fcam was [8-0and the boys™ hoop tean had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip. a Stanford Unsversity All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys” basketball tcam 1ok a 21.0
record 1o Chicago 1o compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarierfinals.

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from [953-68, He was named Wheeling Faycees™ Citizen ol the Year in
1956 In [984. he was inducted imo the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Daa Hall of Fame

Bob Hugh {Scio High School. Class of 1930). The most honered athlete in Scio High history. he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring records
which remain six decades [ater. He was the secord Eastern Ohio athlete (o twice earn first tcam. five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was
one year carhier by OVAC charter Hull of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the second-icading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored
T4 points in 30 games as 2 junior, second best in Ohio 1o Alessi, Hugh scored 1,386 points in 35 games for an average of 23 points during his last twa seasons

The 6-fom-3 forward scored a school, and current Harrison County, recond 60 points in g 96-30 win over New Athens. He also scored 30 in an carlicr 96-36
rout of New Athens.

In his senior season. he led the Panthers o their best-cver season of 24- 1. Scio won its {iest 24 games, and the Harrison County and scetional wournamenis, belore
bowing (o Strasburg in the district. In his four scasons on the varsity. Scio went 88- 13 with records of 24-1. 26-4 and a regional wurney berth, 22-5 and 16-3.

Hugiv also played on the Scio six-man fouball ieam which went unbeaten (9-03 in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947, The four-year record wis 26-3-1

He played freshman basketball at Ohio University.

Jael eres [Weirton Dunbar High School. Class of 1954). The first graduate of a segregaied high school 1o be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-scason
football standout Tor the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conierence as a member of o aationally-ranked Michigan State University team.

Al Dunbar, the 6-foot- 1. 2 13-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from [950-33 and seeved as caprain of the once-beaten 1953 wams which defeated
the ather Ohto Valley segregated school. Lincotn of Wheeling. twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team’s leading seorer and ground-gainer his fast two seasons
and was a multiple-vear all-star.,

In an era when many colfege athictic teams were segregatedd, his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State. Indiana and West Virgimia State, then a national
contender in the black college ranks, He enrolted on his own at Michigan Stae and walked on 1o the Toothall team. In bus four seasons at the school. the Spartans
played in twe Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan. 1, 1956 with Jones at defensive end. He Iettered two seasons and plaved guard and
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he carned some all-star recognition.

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lincup.

Alter college. he remaned in Michigan, where he currently resides, as a high schoul educator and was o counsclor at Henry Ford High School in Detroit.
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Porter Connie Andy
Mackey Sanford Tonkovich Wood

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal era, this Potter shooting whiz also noted
for his passing finesse was listed by mediz as leading Ohio preps in scoring.

He 1allied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump afier
every goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and teams, generally increased with the faster, uninterrupted play.
In htherera]ot' low scoring games. the four-year Pouter performer set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three times dur-
ing his final season.

l%lc was recognized on local all-star teams. but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939,

Mackey. who was among the charter inductees into the East Liverpool High School Sports Hall of Fame. is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the
school’s finest high school cager. He retired 10 Peoria, Anz., and is deceased.

Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982}, A 10-time, three-sport All-Pioneer Vatley Conference honoree regarded as
the best all-round female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by eamning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors.

As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65%: (rom the floor. As a junior, she had
norms of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totals were 1.254 points and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC sclections plus team MVP honors,

She also was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball.

A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding {(14.2} as a senior and
earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-capiain, she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points
with a school record 1,161 rebounds.

The winningest coach in Otierbein College history. she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville.

Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Ironman scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic
Association {OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-state selection before eamning college and professional fame. The OVAA
was the predecessor to the OVAC.

Afier kigh school, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944, He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu-
ated in 1948 with a school carecr record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the
school’s only national championship. the NAIB (now NAIA} Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Little All-America honors as a junior
and second team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-page photo in the Marshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into
the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in thc NAIA Hall of Fame..

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. | in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him
in 1948. He played the 1949 season before returning io the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, froin
1950-52 in the Tri-State Pro Basketball League. He then served as basketball coach from 1952-54 at St. John Centrat High School in Bellaire and guided
the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006.

John Woeod (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat footbali player is the only Blue Eagle athlcic sclected as capiain of the All-West
Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948, This is comparabie to the current Kennedy Award given to the
state Player of the Year.

He played quarterback, running back, defensive back, drop-kick placckicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from
running back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the
losses was 14-6 to overall state champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood to its All-Opponent Team.

Wood also was a two-year basketball team captain and a standout tennis player in summer toumaments.

He accepted a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He played three seasons.
mostly at defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Piut upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame, 26-0 as Wood broke the game
open with a long interception return. He also played in the [937 Rose Bowl win over Washington, 21-0.

After graduation. he tumed 1o college coaching/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown. Conn.
He was head basketball coach from [947-68 and aiso coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970.

Bill Young iMantins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). He was a three-sport siandout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry
teams which won, or shared. two Ohio state championships in 1941.

He was the only sophomore siarter on the Lou Groza-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team
title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferry to a 10-0 regular season football
record and an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season. Ferry outscored [0 focs by 333-19
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenviile.

The rare four-year Rider football letterman and three-year basketball starter on teams with records of 27-2. 22-3 and 24-1, he was team captain in both
sports. As a senior on the 24-1 record state semifinalist--the first unbeaten regular scason team in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring
sophomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Famer and later college All-America and Olympic star.

In 1942, Young became the first Rider to wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the team'’s top player. He also Flayed baseball.

After graduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning to cnroll at West Liberty State. He starred on three teams which lost only one game. He
eamed Little All-America and Smail All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference
career total offense record until the 1970s. He's a chanter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Cathy Clark Borich (Fort Frye High School, Class of [986), She is the all-tine leud-
ing cureer scorer at one of the area’s top roundball programs, The four-year performer
scored 1,398 points during a consistent carcer with 1800 4, 479 and 493 points in
cach of her seasons, She alse chaned 430 career rebounds and 265 carver assists,

After carning All-Ohuo Division 11 mention as a junior, she was tabbed st team
Al-Ohio as o senior and was Distriet F2 D-11 Player of the Year. She was a three-tme
All-Pioneer Valley Conlerence honoree and twice Birst team All-Easterm Danet and
Distriet 12,

Alter her senior year. she played in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and
the District 12 AlL-Star Game

The Lady Cadets were 69-32 in wer four seasons with four section tilles and twao
Pioneer Valley Conlerence crowns.

As good as she was in high schoaol. she may have been better i college.

At Marietta College. she not only set the sehool scoring record but aise the all-time
Ohio Athlene Conference standard of 2311 points.

The four-time first team AN-OAC honoree was selected a fist team NCAA Division
[ AB-American as 3 senior sand wis the OAC Player ol the Year her final two seasons
while serving as Pioncer eam captain.

After her senior season, she was accorded the GAC's highest henor, the Clvde Lanb
Scholarship. and the Marietia College Betty Cleland Award,

She currently holds six Marictta College records. Besides the career point mark. she
set standards for game scoring (42). season scoring (636). carcer goals (939). carcer
goul ptempis (1.918), free throws miade in s game (18), season assists (200 and career
assists (501).

She has been inducted inte three Halls of Fame — Mariaita College. Mid-Ohio
Valley Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall,

Hutchinson (Junior) Hart (lrondale High School. Class of 1941, The S-loot-8.
160-pounder wis a1 two-sport prep standout in- baskethall and foetball for this tiny
school in nontbhern Jetlerson County.

Ax i senion, he camed lirst team. five-player All-Obio Cliss B honors in basketball
when only two elasses (Class A & B were selecled. The Class A first unit included
OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Grozg of Martins Forry.

Haut scored 350 points as a senior including several 20-30 point games and also was
cited for s defensive play. A nghlight was duning the Jeiierson County Tournament
when lrondale upset Yorkvilke, the defending Ohio Class B champion, by 64-41 as
Hart acarly matched the entrre Puctillice wam with 2 rare at-the-tne HY peinis on [6
goals and cight free throws.

In foctball. Hart was a mercury-heeled running back whose forte was speed

Hait enrolled at Delaware State University where he competed in football. basketball
and track. In 1986, he was inducted mto the school’s Athletic Hall of Fame,

Alter coflege, he served in the US. Navy and was a high school teachericoach for
several years in Mound Bayou. Miss.. and then taught and coached in Dover. Delaware
ar William Henry Comprehensive High School {ihe only black high school in i
countyi and it Dover High School. He passed away at age 69 on May 210 1995 his
home in Felion, Delaware.

frondale became part off the Stanton Local consolidation which s now pan of’ the
Edison schools.

Brian Hesson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1993). He was a major cog in tle
Redskins™ running dynasty of the 1980s and 1990s, helpmg Caldwell win Ohio state
cross country championships in 1990, 91 and 91, graduating one year hefore his
schiool] joined the OVAC

The distance runner captured three state titles i cross country and five in frack —
twor cach in the 22000 meters and 1600 meters plus one as a member of a 3.200-meter
rekay onit, ANl 1old, he was a 17-time Al-Ohion in the two sports

After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet as i freshiman, e won the ke
trifecta with tres of 15:35, 15:30 and 15:20 an his frnal three vears

A four-time All-Ohioan in cross country. he was ¢ited as a three-time prep All-
American. He competed in the Foot Lecker National Cross Country championsitips
three times, placing 15th. 3rd and 8th. He also was a member of the 1994 Junior
National Teen,

Reeruited w ren ¢ross country and (rack by the University of Alabama. he becanxe
a four-leterman in both indoor and owtdoor track, He carned  All-Southeastern
Conlerence honors three times and competed in three NCAA Track Championstiips

He scored in three events in the 1997 SEC Championship Meet — running a k24
in the 10K on Friday, a 9:1% in the Steeplechase on Sanrday, and 14311 the 3K on
Sunday, He was honored by the Uiniversity of Alubama with the Caceer Achievenment
Award in 1998

Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaclwes” Hall of
Fame and the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame,

Lon Mot (Pine Grove High School. Class of 19561 The 5-loo1-9 Tornadoes™
haskethadl and baseball performer s considered the school's best-ever prep athlete
Alter 59 vears, he still holds the Wewel County career scoring record of 2,117 points
and the single scason point average mark of 33.0 points o game set in his senior year,

Hix carcer pomt wotal broke the W.VaL state mark ol 1 956 poinis set from 1951-53
by e legendary “Hol Rod™ Hundley of Charleston and Mott became the first 2.000
point scorer in Mountain State history. Mots 1ol also betiered the Ohio Valley stan
dard of 2.077 points set by charter OVAC Hall of Famer Ken Adessi of Yorkville fromt
1947-49. His carcer ttal currently ranks 15th on the all-ime W.Va, charts and Top
10 in Oltio Valley annals. Mot held the W.va. career record until 1938 and the Ohio
Vatley standard until 1959,

As a prep senion, he scored 693 points in 21 games, In his junior year, he averaged 294
points including a school-ecord ST points ina 127-58 win over Wallace. The 127 points
set a state standard which Tusted two weeks before Wheeding outscored Wir, 146- 1 1)L at
Madison Gym in & gaine which set o then-national record todad of 256 points.

Mot's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hail of Famer
Henry Joselezyk of Yorkville (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer of New
Cumberland {33.95) and was ahead of two OVAC Hall of Faners — Lee Parone of
Bellaire (32,91 and Ron “Cy™ Godfirey of Marting Feny {3241, In WV, Mot ranked
third behind the fegendary Jerry West of Rast Bank (34.3) and Thayer.

As asenior. Mottt was selected Class B ismaller of two classes | first weam All-State
aml also picked as the state Player of the Year by the Sistersville-based Ta-Ste
Inv itational Touwrnament.

After his senior year, he was seleeted o play on a combined W.Va.-Ohio All-Star
team 1o play the Kentucky All-Stars. His teammates included West and Josefezyvk.

In basehall, e was o four-year regular pitchierishortstop and also plaved American
Legion basebail. He also competed in the Wheehing Outdoor Basketball League,

He camed o basketball seholarship to Marshall and plaved theee varsity seasons afier
a year on thwe freshman eam.

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School. Class of 19561 He was a 6-toot-4
200-pound multi-sport standount {Footbull quarterback, basketball forward, baseball
shortstop) who is segarded as the school s top mulli-spont athiete

He carned his most fune 1n basketball as a senior when he seored 679 points in 20
games for & school-record 3395 veruge which ranked No. 2 in both the stae and
Ohie Valley. The top OV mark was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Famer Henry Joscfezyk
of Yorkville and the Seading W, Va, average was 34.3 by the legendiry Jermry West off
East Bank.

Thayer scored 56. 538 and 533 points in three straight Lue-season wins over Sherrard.
Cameron and Follanshee St Anthony: That gave him a remarkable 167 points in three
games and 14 in back-lo-back outings, He also had other gattes of 52, 49, 46 and
41 wiee.

In football. e played for WAL in the annual W.ViL-Ohio All-Sur game and was
recrited by Waest Virginis University as an mvited-walk-on candidate

ATWYLL he was one of two regular guarterbacks on a treshman team which won all
live games. After his freshman vear. he feft sehool o join the US, Army and played
aruied serviee Tootbail before being dischiarged in 1961

He signed o free agent contract {or a trvout with the Cleveland Browns in 1962, the
samie vear that OVAC chaner Hall of Farmer John Hin licek was in camp.

Adter Thaver was cut. he rewrned 1o the Ohio Valley and carmed a roster spot as a
backup quarterback on the first Wheelimg fronmen wam which went 9-4 and won the
1962 United Football League ttle in Thayer's only season on the tcam
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas a two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlete to earn
three Ohio State Ietters in both football and basketball.

In high school. he was a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played two
varsily years of basketball for the Potters.

(At Ohio ?latc. he played tackle on three Buckeye teams (1928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while carning
six varsity letters.

After graduation. he served in the Navy before retumin% to OSU in 1933 to join the athietic and physical educations staffs. In 1946, he became Athletic
Dircctor and served until his retirement in 1971. During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big 10 Conference and
the country. The school named a recreation and physical activity Facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor.

Amie Marks Cormell (Jewcti-Scio High School. Class of 1994). The most honored female athlete in Lady Vikings™ history. she earned 12 letters
in basketball. track and volleyball.

In basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with scason game averages of 26.3, 25.8, 28.5 and 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks
No. 2 in Ohio Valley history behind charter QVAC Hall of Famer Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's.

Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 steals, 42% field goal and 74% free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals,

Marks carmed All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and third team as a freshiman and sophomore. She was D-IV
Co-Player of the Year as a junicr and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Eastern District and District 5 sclection and Player
or Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. She was a three-time first team All-Valley selection and a four-time All-Inter-Valley Conference choice.

In track. she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division IIT high jump as a junior and placed lifth as a senior.

Marks earned a basketball scholarship to Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and team co-captain as a senior. The 5-foot-9 forward/
guard scored 853 carecr points, including 16 against nationally No. | ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee.

She currently resides in Northfield, Ohio and tcachcs and coaches at Nordenia High School.

Ron Martin (Tiffin Columbian High School., Class of 1971). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio
history, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 10 a dual record of 1.195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Ghio Class A state titles. [n 1983, the
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later. Caldwell placed second. one point behind Dayton Christian,
but the best was yet to come.

In 1985. Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school’s second state title. The 1986 team, however, is regarded as the
school’s best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points to repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical
national champion by Cross County Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell leams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Carna, an OVAC Legends’
honoree and one of only five state harriers to win threc individual crowns.

Martin left Caldwell after the back-to-back Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill. who exiended the Redskins” state title run
to eight in a row through 1992.

Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East. also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg
University. He was inducted inte the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997,

Rﬁy Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at
the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-State in football (1925), as well as All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player. one-class All-
State (1926} 1n basketball as he led the second Viking team into the state tournament. He also played baseball.

For his high school. and later college honors, the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many
years. That display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 series by The Intelligencer, he was sclected to the
Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football tcam bascd on staff research and reader polling,

He enrolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football cam alier national Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly
promised him a trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons. Pitt won 23,
lost four. had two tics and made two Rosc Bowl trips after unbealten regular scasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crowned national
champion by regular season polls.} Pitt, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford and 47-14 to USC.

As a senior. he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-1. 188-pound guard. The two-way standout, also cited for his defense, was labeled
by Suthcrland as “the perfeet guard™ and was hatled as one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. in 1958, he was sclected to an All-Time Pitt tcam.

Pete Zinaich (Weir High, Class of 1943). The most honored player on the first OVAC team 1o claim an “official” W, Va. all-class footbalt champion-
ship. In the pre-playoft era. the W.Va. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Famer Carl Hamill. the state champion
despile a 6-3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1) vs. in-state teams with close losses (o Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Clairton. Pa.
The three-year regular fullback-lincbacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders™ leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first
tam all-class [ I-player All-State as a senior.

After military service, he enrolied at West Virginia University and became a rare tcam captain of two sports (football and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior.
He lettered four years in football and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. 1, 1949 Sun Bowl with a 21-12 win
over Texas Westem. After his senior season, he was drafted by the San Francisco 49crs in the ninth round as the 115th overall NFL pick but opted for
an education carcer. He also was a three-year letterman at shortstop on the WVU baseball team.

Afler WVU, he spent his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and baseball coach at Adena High School from 1956-
69. His best football team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

George Cheroke Shadyside High School. Class of 19404, He was a foetball and wrestling standeut for the Tigees, which produced the area’s first wrestling power
under coach Art Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the ane-class Olio heavyweight title in 1940 afier capiuring the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As @ sophomore.
he placed third at 134 pounds. The Tigers placed second 1o Cleveland John Hay., 21-20. for 1940 team laurels after Shadyside defeated John Hay in a dual meet earlicr.

Cheroke, nicknamed Chicl. alse was & stellar 3-loot-4. 185-pound foothall guard The three-year gridder and two-time wam captain camed All-Valley honors as a two-
wiy stindout. The Tigers went 9-1 and 7-2-1 during hus final two scasons

He enrolled at Ohio State University to compete it both foatball and wrestling, Playing for couch Paul Brown on 6-1-1 record tean. the sophomors moved into starting
Lmeup in fifth game afier a tcammate’s injury, He left OSL before 1942 season w serve in the Air Force during World War 11

Alter hus discharge in 1946, lie again opted 1o play for Paul Brown. who was starting the Cleveland Browns i the first year of the All-American Conference. Cheroke
played in 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns, who defeated New York. 14-9 in the champivnstip game. After one season, he re-enlisted in the Army for a 20-year carcer.
retiring in 1965 1o enter husiness in Califomia. He passed away in 1986,

Harry Diehl iM1. Maorris, Pa High School. Class of 1952}, When he jomed the Stanton High athletic program in 1960 as head basketball coach and assistang coach,
there wals no track program. so he guided the 1961 and 1962 baskethall teanss 1o unbeaten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and 23-1 records,

In 1963, withowr a home irack, he started the Stanton boys” track progrant and competed in the Indian League ar Mingo. Four years later. the first all-weather track in
the Ohio Valley was installed at Stanton and the Indian League moved tts meets from the Mingo cinder track (o Stanton. Dichl™s teams then reeled off 75 consecutive dual
et wins, reportedly an Ohio Valley record. from 1967-76 as Stanton fielded one of the most dominant stall sehooi track programs in the arca. Other leams is the Indian
League included Mingo. Jetferson Union, Toronto. Cadiz. Springficld. United Locud and Beaver Local.

Stanton won multiple Ohio district titles, two Class A regional crowns and competed in state events, While no first places were recorded. sophomore sprinter Bob
Haught. who signed a University of Alibama foothall scholarship. posted the state™s fastest 440-vard Class A time i 1970 belore placing seeond at the state meet. OVAC
Hall of Famer Blaine Rose also competed for Dichl, who ran track and cross country at West Vicginia U.

Stamon joined the OVAC in 1981 and Dichl™s teams won Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his {inal year at the helm.

Dichl also served as an assistant football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout.

IYichl repeived several awards before retiring in 1986, including the second Robert MeKelvey Award from the Upper Obio Valiey Dapper Dans in i976 and the Cal
Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993

He resides in Boynon Beach, Fla.

Frank Gilliam (Sweubenville High School, Class of 19521, He. and charter OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones. led Big Red to its most suceessful footbudl-bovs” bas-
ketball year { 1951-32) in history. The court team s the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regulin season [oilowed by cight post-seasen wins in Ohio’s
largest Class A sectivnal. district and regional tournaments plus wins over Toledo Central Catholie and Akron North in the state event. Big Red bowed 1o Middbetown.
63-53. in the finals. Gilliam was team captain.

The 1951 Big Red foothall weam went 9-1. Tosing only to Massillon ¢13-6) and routing Camton MeKinley 163-61 before being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in the final
AP state poll.

Gilliam. nicknamed Shag. was a twosway end who camed third eam Jargest class AH-Ohio plus All-Fastern Ohio and All-Valley honoes, He played in the W.Va.-Ohio
All-Star Game.

He lettered three years in baskethall and two each in football and bascball. The baschall team went 16-3 his junior year.

The University of lowa recruited Jones. Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the “Steabenville Trio™ by lows mudia. Gilliam was
a three-year starter at end including a sophomaore season when the Hawkeyes tied Notre Dame. =14 and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat out the 1935 season with
broken leg and returned in 1936 as lowa went 9-1 10 win the Big Ten title and a fiest-cver teip o the Rose Bowl, beating Oregen State, 35-19, Gilliam was Ail-Big Ten
and seeond team All-American.

In 1989, for Towa's 100th football anniversary fete. fans sclected Gitliam (and Jones) o an Afll-Time towa wam.

Gilliane was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packers. but opted o follow Jones 1o the Canadian Foothall League. He played three seasons at Winnipeg
before becoming an assistant coach { 1966-70} at lowa. He then foined the Minnesota Vikings for a 36-vear career in scouting and personnel.

He restdes i Windermere, Fla.

Tom Harp (Bamesville High School. Class of 1945}, A Shamrock foothall and baskethall standout and ¢ollege athlete whe later made bhis mack in the coaching world.

A four-year guarterback and Tuliback in foothall. e was a threc-year bashetball standout who helped the Shamrocks 1o won-lost records ol 18-4. 16-6 and [6-4 and
titles in the East Ohio Athletie League. He was sclected All-Conlerenee his last two years

He was recruited by Hall of Fame coach Sid Giliman o play foothall at Miami of Ohto and lettered as a freshman fuliback betore he was dratied ino military service
for two years with the Navy.

Returning home in 1938, he enrolled at Muskingum College and played quanerback and fullback on two Ohio Athletic Conference ttle teams in [9449-50,

After graduation. be wrned to coaching and became head coach w Carrollton High from 1951-53 with 2 20-6-1 record. He became one of over 100 coaches 10 apply
for the vacast Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed he job vacated by Brilliant native Chuek Mather, who compiled a 37-3 record before opting for
University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massillon two years to 17-2-1 record and (he state No. | and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press.

He then joined the college ranks as backticld coach at Army before i 15-year sunt 11901774 as head coach an three colleges - Comell. Duke and Indiana State. The 1958
Army team, led by Heisman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins. was ranked No. 3 in the nation,

Ed Oliver (kast Liverpool High School. Class of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Potter ohservers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was & statewide
honoree on both stdes of the ball as o three-year regular, The cunner, passer, placekicker, punter. linchacker and defensive back was a {irst tean All-Ohio linebacker pick
by The AP as & senior afier rating second ream Al-Ohio defensive back horors as o junior The UPL selected him a forst team All-Chio offensive back as a senior

The Pouers went 9-0-F in 1932 and 8-2 in 1951 as Obiver was the team leading rusher and scorer. The progranm only produced one previous nie-win scaso,

He was also she Teading basketball team scorer as a senior and fetiered in bascball.

Awarded a football scholarship 1o the University of Mient (Flu g he was o three-year leterman an running back. As a senior on an 8- (=] record team ranked 6th in the
national AP Poll. he was second on the team n rushung and sconng.

Alter graduation. he coached in the high school ranks. He 1s deceased.
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School. Class of 1933). An All-Valley end, and four-year multi-sport performer. for the Big Reds. he earned three football
letiers at North Carolina State and served as 1936 team captain as a senior. He was selected on an All-Fime Wolfpack team. All-State, All-Conference, All-South and
honorable mention Ali-America. He was the first Wolfpack to be drafted — in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two seasons
with the Pittsburgh Steelers,

He returned to the Chio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School 10 the Ohio Class B state championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center
after 14-0 and 13-0 tourney wins. From 1940-47. he coached the Steubenville Central football team 10 a combined 50-17-7 record including marks of 9-0-1, 8-0-1,
3-1 and 8-1. Also. during that period. he coached the Steubenville Pros team for three years.

[n 1948, he started a 12-year college assistant coach sunt including a year at Georgetown, five years (1949-53) at Mississippi Statc and six years (1954-59) at the
University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players 1o those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside).

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with the Wheeling Irenmen, which won a United
Football League title in 1963

Cara. who was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Beilaire High Halls of Fame. is deceased.

Dail Harper (Caldwetl High School. Class of 1986). A three-sport prep athlete who set shot put records in track and eamed all-state honors in football. As a
senior trackman, his school record shot put effort of 64-feet, 9-inches at the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for an area weightman for 23 years and ranks
second all-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 toss, he won two Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He aiso was a
state discus qualifier as a senior.

The three-time Pioneer Valley Conference shot put champioen also won the Kiebler International Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics.
USA Taday selected him as Ohio Track Athlete of the Year for 1986.

In football, he was a four-year letterman/starter a1 running back and ¢arned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion-
ships. A two-time All-Eastern District pick, he was named Offensive Player of the Year as a senior when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first-ever
Ohio playoff game. he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3.486 career rushing yards. Harper was also a three-year staner in basketball,

A Kent State recruit for track. he was a three-year letterman and a two-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6, 58-9) and an NCAA
All-American as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. He ranks 4th all-time in school indoor and 7ih all-time in school outdoor shot put.

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School, Class of 1955). One of the Bobcats® most honored football players. the center-linebacker was a first team All-Chio
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobeat to be cited on an All-America team by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav-
ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school.

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree heiped the Bobceats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1933, He aiso was a four-year basketball
player and AN-COL honorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball,

The 6-foot- 1. 205-pound athlete eamned a scholarship to the University of Hlinois where he was a three-year letterman at center-linebacker. In a 20-13 upset in 1956
of nationally-ranked No. 1 Michigan State, he had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Famer Ray Nitschke
was a fellow lincbacker.

After serving armed services duty. he coached the Illinois freshiman weam for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Famer. Dick Butkus.
He later coached high school football for 25 years in [llinois. He passed away in 2016.

Eddie Sterling (Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). The 6-foot-1 forward competed at high levels on the high school, college and professional levels. He
carned first team All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including
sectional, district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player, three years as a track long
Jumper and one year in football and baseball.

Al West Virginia University, he was a three-year starter on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was team captain as a senior. He scored 559 career points. He
later returned to the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League.

He also coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams went 88-14 after a 4-17 first year start. His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal
teams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won-lost marks of 17-2, 16-3. 19-3, 18-2 and 18-4,

Kim Tullis (Jewen-Scio High School. Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Ohio Valley girl 10 break the 2.000-point career mark with 2.072 in 90
games during a four-year starting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high of 53 vs. [ndian Valley North. the fourth valley player to
reach the 50-point mark. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and. as a senior, averaged 27.5 points. 7.5 rebounds. 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting
46.4% from the floor.

Tullis was a first team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first team All-Valley honoree - named co-captain as a senior, She averaged 25.1 as a
junior and was a second team All-Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as @ sophomore and gained third team All-Ohio honors, She also was a three-lime choice as All-Eastern
District and All-District 5.

A resident of Kent, she was a four-year letterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a sentor tcam co-captain while carning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and
honorable mention All-MAC her final season. In 110 career games. she scored 940 points with 315 assists and [72 steals. She led her team in assists as a senior.
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#: LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2019

Guido Stan Hank Steve
Bartrug DeVecchis Goletz Morus Swisher

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
their school became a member of the conference.

Ed Bartrig (Magnolia High School, Class of 1927). He was a two-sport (Tootball and basketball) prep and college standout. Bartrug camed all-class All-State and All-
Valley honors as a Blue Fagle senior for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in an all-class “unoflicial™ state tithe game in Huntington. Williamson won.
14-13 on the field but incligible plavers were discovered Tater and the result nullificd. The 9-0 record regular season team outseored nine foes 356-20 including seven shutouts.
He scored a school record nine touchdowns in one game and returned a pass interception a record 98 vards against Warwood as a jumor. As a senior, he was leam captain tor
both footbail and basketball.

Bartrug was a {ive-letter winner m football i3) and baskethall {23 at West Virginia UL and also compeled in baschall and track. A two-way back i football, he ts regarded as
one of the best punters n school history, e had an 80-vard punt vs, Oregon State in 1927 and a 75-vard punt the following year. In [928, he starred for the 8-2 record eam
which beat rival Pitt for the first time in four vears, 9-6, 1le kinded a 47-vard pass to sel up WVLs only T in the win, Te was selected to the 1930-39 era All-Time feam,

Aller college, he was head football coach for 23 vears at three southern WV high schools — Mount Hope, $1. Albans and Charleston — with a coaclung record ol 129-
507, He also coached the South te a 28-13 win in 1947 in the annual North-South Gamoe, Adter retirement Trom the education field in 1973, e became a high school rack
and Tootball official, He was one of 10 charter Magnoliz 1.ile Achievement honorees for student-athletes and is inducted inw both the W, Va, Sports Hall of' Fame and WYL
Sports Tall of Fame, He died in 1996

Guido DeVecchis (Weir igh School, Class of 1942) The 3-foot-8 sparkplug was one of the most celebrated Red Rider foutball-basketball athletes in the pre-OVAC
eru. Playing lor OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Carl Hamill, he camed all-class All-State in both sports as a junior and senior as well as All-Valley in football, the only
All-OV sport honors at the tme.

In basketball, he set @ school career point record of 1169 points in four scasons during a low -scoring era. The mark [isted 22 years before broken by OVAC charter 1l of
Famer Ron (Fritz) Williams. e averaged 19 points a game g 3 senior when he was named w the cight-playver, all-class All-State team as the Red Riders finished W, Va, Class
A runner-up w Fairment Senior (38-37), He was o repeat all-tournament selection, As a junior, the guard was picked on the second all-class All-State unit as the Red Ridurs
(21-4) won the regional title before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A tourney and bowing 1o Huntington ast.

in football, the running back was a second unit, all-class Al-State honoree as a senior when be seored a Rider-best 17 T1s for a4 9-1 record teant which lost only 1o Massillon
{Ohiw), 6-0. In a 32-0 blanking of Clairlon, Pa., he retumed a punt 93 yards 1o score. He plaved on three Rider weams (1939-41 1 with records of 9-1, 7-2 and 9-2 competing
against a top-flight ri-state scheduie. He opted 1o ply fuothall at West Vieginia U, and lettered on the 1946 Mountaineer weam. He died in 1996

Stan Golets (Bridgepont High School. Class of 1936). The 6-toot-3. 200-pound Bulldog was a two-sport standout whao led his team inte state tournaments in both bas
kutball and bascball. Nicknamed “Stash™ and “Lefty™, the southpaw was a four-vear regular first baseman-pitcher in baseball and the wp player on the 274 recoed basketball
team which advanced to Ohio’s largest class tournament semifinals before bowing to eventual champion Newark afler defeating Cleveland 1Holy Name and Bewling Green
for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Flovd Baker.

After going 18-3 in regular season play in the old Ohio Valley Athletic Association — the predecessor o the OVAC — the Bulldogs went 9-1 in post-scason play 1o advanee
the farthest in school history at the time. He was wam captain and carned All-Strte Toumament honors as o guard. Post-season vieums ncluded Steubenville, Fast Liverpool,
Shadyside, Toronto and Carrollton, Guoletz also starred as a junior on a 20-3 revord team.

In baschall, as a senior, he pitched two no-hit, no-run games i one week during e Lastern Ohio regional tournament o advancee to the state largest Class A event. The
Bulldogs then defeated Toledo Libby, 3-4, in the first round before bowing, 5-4. o Columbus Aquinas in the semilinals.

Afier high school, he enrolied at Ohie State and played Tour seasons of basehall while being scout by several pro teams in the pre-drafl era. While in college. he played pro
buscball as a pitcher during the summers. In 1938, he went 12-3 with Springfickd, 1. and played foe Cedar Rapids, lowa, in 1939, Afler coliege, in 1940, he played for three
pro teams — Charleston, W.Va., Pine Blull> Ark | and Oklahoma City, Okla. Playing outfield/ picher Tor Oklaboma City in 1941, he hit 300 in 539 games and was 15-10 as
a pitcher betore being called up by the Chicago White Sox. He played in five games as a pinch-hitter and had three hits in five at bats in (the majors, A year Jater, he enlisted
in the 1LY, Armw and upon release in 1943, he retumed to minor league baseball ax a pitcher, lirst baseman. outfielder and manager until the mid-1950s, 3le died in 1997,

Charles 'Hank'/a‘loms (MeKeesport, Pa. Tgh School, Class o 1939). 1e made his boys basketball coaching mark at old Newport High ¢ F935-68) before the school
buecame part of the current Frontier ¢ [968-81) High in New Matamoras, His first coaching job was in Augast, Mo. from 1950-35. Overall, his 3 [-year coaching record was
H09-247 with 11 league tithes, seven sectional championships and a distriet crown in 1969, After Frontier joined the OVAC, he guided the Cougars to Class AAtitles in 1979
and 1981, e won league Coach of the Year honors six times; won District §£2 henors in 1974 plus Eastemn District Coach of' the Year in 1969 and 1981, the year he coached
in the OVAC All-Star game. In 1994, he camed the Earl Haberfield OVAC Basketball Coaches Award.

Besides coaching boyvs basketball. he served as Athletic Director at Newport [romt (960-67 and at Frontier from 1968-81 . In his first coaching job — girls basketball — his
Missourt teams went 79-29. AL Newport, he alse coached the baseball team for [2 seasons with a 97-37 mark und four league, three sectional and one district title, The 1964
eam advaneed to he regional tinals,

e graduated from Safem (W.Va.) College where he was captam and co-captaun of the basketbatl and baseball wams and selected as the Outstanding Senior Athlete.

1an 1999, he was inducted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Athletic Hall of FFame and the Fronuer High School Gymnasium was named the Hank Morus CGymnasium and an annual
Hank Morus Athletic Scholarship was started for senior male and female stadent-athletes. He also is inducted in the Ohio $ligh School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame and
the Distriet 12 charter Basketball Coaches Hall. He died in 1998,

Steve Swisher (Packersburg South High School, Class of 1969). South's [irst honoree was a three-sport Pateiot all-stater during the first two years of the school who
went on 1o an honored college baseball carcer belore play ing nine seasons in the major leagues. e was o sophomore starter at footbalt end tor Parkersburg High before South
opened its doors and he bucame the schuol s first major multi-sport athlete. He also was a shortstop for a state championship Parkersburg Post 15 Amgrican Legion leam.

I two years a1 South, he was an all-class, alb-state baschall shortstop, a second wam all-stater as 4 basketball forward: and an alk-stawe mention as a football end. In two sca-
sons ol hasketball, he scored 1,077 points and converted all ) free throws in one game with 2 high point output o' 33 points. Bascball was his future, however, as he aeeepted
a schotarship to Ohto University, which advanced to the College World Series in hus freshman scason. That team iemured Baschaill Rt of Famer Mike Schmidt, Bobeat couch
Bob Wren converted Swisher 1o ¢atcher and he became a three-time All-Mid American Conlerence honoree und an All-America selection as a senior,

He became the Bobeats” first Major League draft pick in the {irst round — and the lirst [rom West Vieginia — as the 2Est overall ehoice by the Chicago White Sox in 1973,
Traded to the crosstown Chicago Cubs, he competed for the National League team from 1974-77 hefore playing with the St Louis Cardinals from [978-80 and the San Divgo
Padres from [981-82, Tle was the Cubs” representative in the 1976 All-Star Game, Afier his plaving days, he beeame a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 1997 plus
2005 and major league coach. Te won three minor league championships in the Cleveland indians and New York Muts™ organizations and was the Mets” bublpen coach from
199496, 1e was o charter inductee into the Mid-Ohie Valley Sports Tall of Fame in 1998,




QOO OOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOCOOOTOOOOOOOTOOOTOOOOOOOOOOTOOOOL0

A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick
(accepting for the late George Kovalick),
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late
A. Wilson Murray}, Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Mazeroski, Dr, Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (accepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer}, Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for
the late Rudy Mumiey), Agnes Timmens, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late
George Strager), Bob Burton and John
“Corky’ Vrotses. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (accepting for the late
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
and Terry Snively. Third row, John ‘Fuzzy’
Filliez, L.ance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawscy {represent-
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D*Innocente
{representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
Hall, Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Boh
Gain, Phil Nickro, John Magistro (represent-
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry
Wilson, Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker. Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Eari Kievins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner;
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalic McSwain (representing
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Bo* McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); thicd
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2008 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart),
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the latc Tom
Keane), Nick Mumiey, Tom Yakubowski, Bill
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick;
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept-
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie
Dailer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2009

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2009 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Richard “Dick” Edge,
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford,
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row,
Harold “Doc” Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row,
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan,
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

NMembers of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2010 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Rick Del.uca, Frank Baxter, Jean
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John
“Streaky™ Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin,
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent-
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2011 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Chuck Pelty (accepting for the late
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurnes, Ross
Crallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker),
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Dei) and
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin),
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John
Ponahue (accepting for the late Randy
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller,
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay},
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for
T.J. Hannig). Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Tom
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the
late Burdell “Jimmy” Carey), Shawn ||
Donley (accepting for the late Charles
“Red” Donley), Gene Ammirante,
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec-
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for
the late Eugene “Eudie” Joseph), Art
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe
Maroon}, Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the
late Richard “Dick” Kerwood), Doug |
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr,
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell,

OVAC Hall
of Fame
Class of 2013

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2013 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim
McCoy, Lori Figurski {(accepting
for the late Richard ‘Hoot’ Gib-
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas {ac-
cepting for the late Jim Thomas),
John Howell, Don Zinni and
Harry ‘Moo’ Moore. Second row,
Fred Burda (accepting for the
late Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey), Ken Var-
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting
for Jim Brown), Larry Marmie,
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell.
Third row, Mark Emmerling,
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014 or their representa-
tives include, front row left to right,
Rick Coles, Bili Brubaker, James
Companion, Jim Potts (Cameron/
Coach), Dick Edge (accepting for the
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and
James “Junior” Moore. Second row,
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row,
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino,
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie
Hutchin) and Dan Stephens. Also
inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Liinda
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas
{accepting for the late George Kellas II,
David ‘Ty’ Fleming and Red Johnson;
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting
for the late Duane Powell), Pat Graetjens
(accepting for the late Sam ‘Buzz’
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third
row, Gene ‘Beef’ Lamone, Rick Nau,
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovicic; fourth
row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly Swierkos
and Jamie Taylor; back row, Dr, Diana
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod),
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and
Paul Hoover.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, their
representatives) included, Bob Koch,
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent-
ing the late Jimmy Mountain)Stan
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West;
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker),
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig,
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn),
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley
and Jim Wood: back row, Jim Woofter,
William Augur (representing Kim
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and
Kacie Vavrek.

ovAC
Hall of Fame
Class of 2017

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row left
to right, Arthur “Butch” Joseph,
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre-
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill
Gompers; second row, Lisa Glieber
(representing Tom Franckhauser),
Angela Hearst (representing §
William ‘Catfish’ Hearst), Jarrett
Alford (representing Roger
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis
(representing Nate Davis), April
Rotilio and Roger Sowers II (rep-
resenting Roger Sowers).
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Ron
White, Greg Haberfield (representing
Earl Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz;
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy
Sessi Spence (representing Geno Sessi),
Geri Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago
(representing Don Osby), Willie Tucker
(representing Bill Tucker and Keith
Vrotsos; back row, Georgia Dawson,
Ron Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly
Shields, Reno Saccoccia (representing
Zach Collaros and Adam Hoppel.
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OVAC Hall of Fame

Class of 2019

The Class of 2019 for the OVAC Hall
of Fame or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Dr.
Dan Doyle, Al Glitch, Don Clegg,
Dave Bruney , Jay Circosta, Jim
Crosier and Mike Sherwood (repre-
senting Chet Daniels); second row,
George Deiderich (representing his
brother, Art Deiderich), Catherine
Knox (representing her father, Pete
Gongola), Becky Gala (representing
her uncle, Bob DiStefano), Leon
Jenkin), Jeff Patterson and Ron
Sismondo; back row, Shelly Carroli,
Mike Gulan, Jamie Adams, Casey
Coyne (representing his brother,
Scott Coyne), Tyler Engle and Liz
Repella.
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W MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS s.gl
I COACHEs- FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME L

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased.

Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals.

Wins/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.)

Baseball: 250 wins.

Basketball: 250 wins

Cheering: 5 OVAC titles

Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles

Football: 125 wins

Golf: 5 OVAC titles

Soccer: 125 wins

Softball: 250 wins

Swimming: 5 OVAC titles

Track: 5 OVAC titles

Volieyball: 250 wins

Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles

2. OFFICIALS:

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased

25 years of service

3. MEDIA:

Can be inducted any time

20 years of service

Contributions to the OVAC

4. OVAC FAMILY:

Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.

Contributions to the conference

5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR:

Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been success-
ful in the high school/college/professional ranks but don’t meet the criteria in other categories.

6. ATHLTES:

Must be out of high school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and profes-
sional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume.

Bascball: Multipic First Tcam All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Basketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams

Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Football: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Softball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Swimming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Tennis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place tinishes

Track: Multiple individual AIl-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Volleyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Wrestling: Multiple individual AlI-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes
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