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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row left to right, Don Zinni, Tom Tisher, Ron 
Mauck, Dick Wolf, Kelly Rine and Joe Dunlevy; back row, Bob Koch, Doug Huff, Seth Staskey, 
Tom Rataiczak, Robert "Bubba" Kapral and Jeff Harrison. Not pictured, Dirk DeCoy. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee 

Dirk DeCoy ........................................................... OVAC Executive Director 
Joe Dunlevy .............................. Athletic Director, Indian Creek High School 
Jeff Harrison ............................. Long-time Ohio Valley Sports Writer/Editor 
Doug Huff ....................... Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral .... Executive Sports Editor, The Tunes Leader/Intelligencer 
Bob Koch .......................................... OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 
Ron Mauck. ... Fonner OVAC Football All-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director 
Tom Rataiczak ..................................................................... OVAC Treasurer 
Kelly Rine ................................. Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 
Seth Staskey ......................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 
Tom Tisher ..................................................... Teacher, Magnolia High School 
Dick Wolf ................................. East Liverpool City Schools Board Member 
Don Zinni ........................................ OVAC Football Assistant Commissioner 
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OVAC'Hall of·Fame 
Induction Ceremony 

Saturday, August 17, 2019 

Welcome ..................................................... .Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Treasurer 
lnvocation .................................................................................... Dr. Vince Monseau 
Dinner ......................................................................................................... 5:30 p.m. 
Introductions/Remarks ........................ ....... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Treasurer 

Dirk DeCoy, OVAC Executive Director 
Master of Ceremonies ......... John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ........................... Ed Bartrug, Guido DeVecchis, Stan Goletz, 
Charles 'Hank' Morus, Steve Swisher 

Distinguished Service Award .... : ......................................................... Dave Schafer 

2019 Hall of Fame Inductions 
OVAC 'Family' 
Dr. Dan Doyle ............................................................................................................... . 
OVAC 'Contributor' 
Roy 'Al' Glitch ............................................................................................................. . 
Media 
Don Clegg ................................................................................................................... . 
Coaches 
DaveBruney ................................................................................................................. . 
Jay Circosta ................................................................................................................. . 
Official 
Jim Crosier .................................................................................................................. . 
Athletes 
Chet Daniels ................................................................................................................ . 
GeorgeDeiderich ......................................................................................................... . 
Pete Gongola ............................................................................................................... . 
BobDiStefano .............................................................................................................. . 
LeonJenkins ................................................................................................................ . 
Jeff Patterson ............................................................................................................... . 
Ron Sismondo ............................................................................................................. . 
Jamie Adams .............................................................................................................. . 
ShellyCarroll. ............................................................................................................... . 
MikeGulan ................................................................................................................... . 
JamieAdams ................................................................................................................ . 
Scott Coyne ................................................................................................................ . 
Tyler Engle .................................................................................................................. . 
Liz Repella .................................................................................................................. . 

Benediction ......................................................... ......................... Dr. Vince Monseau 

3 



&) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 
Dr. Dan Dovie 

Dr. Dan Doyle (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1974). He has become a fixture in the conference, serv
ing as director of the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament since 2009 and OVAC Wrestlin~ Commissioner 
since 2013. He has been on the OVAC Executive Board since the early 2000s, serving as president during the 
2009-10 and 2010-11 school years. 

His contribution to the sport of wrestling was recognized by his peers ,vhen he was named the OVAC "Mr. Mat 
Award" recipient in 2005. He has been responsible for many changes in the seeding process for the conference 
wrestling tournament. 

Doyle has also worked with the OVAC Museum Committee for many years. 
He began as a high school wrestler at Wheeling Central, capturing the West Virginia State Championship at 112 

pounds as a senior. He was also a three-time OVAC Tournament place-winner, claiming the conference title in 1972. 
Doyle then went on to A1legheny Co1lege, graduating there in 1977 with a bachelor's degree in geology, He was 

a four-year wrestler there and an NCAA Division Ill National qualifier. He earned his master's degree in science 
and education from the University of Dayton and his doctorate from West Virginia University. 

He was a teacher/coach at Jefferson Union High School for eight years, serving as head coach in wrestling and Dr. Dan Doyle 
baseball and as an assistant in football. 

Doyle then spent 16 years in the Buckeye Local district starting in 1985, serving as an administrator for 12 years 
including high school principal. He was the head \1/Testling coach all 16 years, leading Buckeye to overall OVAC Tournament Championships in 
1996 and 1997, also winning the OVAC Dual Meet Championship those two years. He was a t\','O-time OVAC and Eastern District Coach of the Year. 

He then Ser.red as the Superintendent of Schools of the Noble Local School District (Shenandoah) and later spent time as interim superintendent 
at Frontier Local. 

Roy 'Al' Glitch 
Roy 'Al' Glitch (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1969). When you're knovm as the "Voice of the OVAC'', that's 

a pretty good place to start, but Glitch has also worn many other hats within the conference over the years from 
athlete to coach to director. 

Many knoMl Glitch as a mainstay as the public address announcer for many years at both the OVAC Boys/ 
Girls Basketball Tournaments and the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic (both events at Ohio 
University Eastern), and he's also been on the '"'mic" and behind the scorebook at countless regular seasori and 
tournfl!Tient events at St. Clairsville High School. 

Glitch also spent many years on the OVAC Baseball Committee, including 15 years as the sport's director, and 
was the recipient of the 2013 OVAC Thomas E. Rntaiczak Scorekeeperffimer Award. 

At St Clairsville, he spent 32 years as a math instructor and coached multiple sports, including serving as head 
boys' basketball coach from 1978-85. He was the District 12 Coach of the Year in 1980 and coached in the OVAC 
All-Star Grune in 1981. He was also named District 12 Assistant Coach of the Year in 2002. 

He also was an assistant baseball and football coach for the Red Devils for 11 years. 

Roy 'Al' Glitch 
Glitch had the St Clairsville Junior High Tournament named in his honor in 2012 and he received the District 12 

Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award in 2017. 

tion all-Ohio in basketball. 

As an athlete, he's a part of two teams on the Bridgeport High "Wall of Fame" -the 1969 basketball and baseball 
state runner-up teams; and was an all-OVAC and all-Eastern Ohio selection in both sports, earning honorable men-

Glitch then attended West Liberty State College where he was a four-year lettennan and a two-time alt-WVIAC selection. He received his bach
elor's degree in secondary mathematics in 1973 there and his master's in education from the University of Dayton in 1981. 

He also competed in the Ohio Valley Baseball League for 24 years as a standout on the Wanvood Reds. 
In addition to teaching at St C., he also served as a GED math instructor at the Belmont Correctional Institute, earning five nominations as Ohio 

Don Clef.f. 
Don Clegg (John Marshall High School, Class of 1974). He enjoyed a successful 26-year career covering local 

colleges and high schools as a sports re)X)rtcr and editor at the Wheeling News-Register and The Intelligencer. 
During his tenure with the Wheeling newspapers, Clegg and members of his sports departments received sev

eral state-wide awards for various articles, features and special projects. A past president of the West Virginia 
Sportswriters Association (\VVSWA), Clegg chaired numerous all-state boys' and girls' basketball and baseball 
committees for the WVSWA. He also did publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game for 
several years. 

After leaving the newspaper business, he provided extensive editorial services to the West Liberty University 
athletic department as a professional freelance writer for many years before being named sports infonnation 
director at the university in June of 2017. As sports information director, Clegg leads the sports infonnation 
department's daily operations and ser.re as primary media contact for WLU's 18 intercollegiate sports. His other 
responsibilities include generating all editorial content and athletic publications, overseeing West Liberty's athlet
ics website and maintaining sports records and statistics. 

Clegg also serves as a member of West Liberty's Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, 
He is a native of Moundsville and a John Marshall High School alum who later graduated with honors from the 

P.I. Reed School of Journalism at West Virginia University in 1978. 
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~ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 
Dave Br,unev~c,, ··---

Dave Bruney (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1969). If ever there was someone who bleeds purple, it's "Coach 
Dave." During 40 years on the sidelines including 39 at his alma mater, Bruney amassed an impressive overall record 
of284-135 (275-134 at Ferry High) which ranks among the top 20 in OHSAA history. 

Bruney-('oached Purple Rider teams made the OHSAA playoffs 14 times in a 2Q..year span starting in 1998 ('98, 
'99, 2000, '02, '03, '04, '06, '08, '09, 'I 0, '11, '13, '14, '17) and had only six sub-.500 seasons in 39 years with only 
one after 1990. The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeated re~ular seasons under Bruney (I 979, 1998, 2002 nnd 
2004), with the '04 team winning the OHSAA Division IV, Regrnn 15 championship before foiling to Youngstmm 
Cardmal Mooney (27-6) in the state semifinals. 

His tewns also won six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1999, 2002, '04, '08, 'I I and '13) and he 
coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Gomes four times. 

Bruney sports an impressive list of honors, including bein~ named to the OHSFCA Hall of Fame in 2010. He also 
received the Ohio Coaches Achievement Award from the Mmor Pro Football Hall of Fame in Pittsburg in 2014; the 
entire Bruney family was honored by the Lou Holtz Upper "Ohio Valley Hall of Fame with the Heritage Family 
Award in 2010; and Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney Football Complex was named in his honor. 

Bruney's coaching career begun in 1973 as nn assistant at Buckeye North under Bill McHugh. He then served as nn 
assistant at Ferry three years ( 1974-76) under his cousin, Bob Bruney and then spent a year as a graduate assistant at 
Murshull University under Frank Ellwood ( 1977). 

Dave Bruney 

His first head coaching stop was at neighboring Bridgeport where he guided the Bulldogs to a sparkling 9-1 season. 
As nn athlete, Bruney was nn all-Ohio honorable mention and all-OVAC first team selection as a member of the Purple Riders' football team. 

He went on to Ohio University (graduating in 1973) where he was recruited by Ferry graduate Cliff Heffiefinger nnd played for the Bobcats under 
Coach Bill Hess. 

i. Jay Circosta 
Jay Circosta (Shadrside High School, Class of 1963). When someone dedicates a half-century of their life to some

thin~, it's truly amazmg, and when you're the second all-time winningest football coach in the Ohio Volley's football 
tradition-rich history, earning Holl of Fame accolades is a given. 

Circosta achieved both, coaching a total of 50 years including 47 as a head coach and amassing a superb record of 
336-144-5 - second only to Steubenville Big Red boss Reno Saccoccia in Ohio Valley history and ranking in the top 
t O oil-time in the state of Ohio 

The Monroe County legend began his coaching career in 1968, serving as an assistant three years at Woodsfield 
under former Ohio State University standout Bob Butts. When butts left for Union Local, Circosta took over to begin 
a 47-year head coaching run, the first 23 seasons nt Woodsfield and then, following consolidation, for 24 years at 
Monroe Central. 

Circosta-coached teams enjoyed six undefeated regular seasons (1973, '76, '91, '93, '99 and 2002); captured 14 
OVAC championships (nine at Woodsfield; five at Monroe Central) and earned 14 OHSAA playoff appearances (five 
at Woodsfield; nine at Monroe Central). 

Woodsfield was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions by The Associated Press and Monroe Central won the 
Jay Circosta Division V, Region 19 championship in 2001 before fnlltng to Bedford Chanel in the state semifinals. 

He coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game four times (1974, '77, '81 & 2000) with a 2-2 record 
and he coached in the BACF All-Star Game once. 

Circosta also coached baseball for 14 years with nearly 150 victories. 
He was previously inducted into the West Liberty Umversity Athletic Hall ofFwne (1996) and the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of 

Fame. He was named the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's "Man of the Year" in 2005 and was named Eastern District nnd Pioneer Valley 
Conference "Coach of the Year" numerous times. The road through Memorial Park in Woodsfield is named "Jay Circosta Boulevard" and the "Jay 
Circosta Fieldhouse" is part of the athletic facilities. 

He received an A.B. in Secondary Education (P.E, Health, Speech and Driver Education) from West Liberty where he played both football and 
baseball and an M.S.in Education in Guidance and Counseling from the University of Dayton. 

Jim Crosier 
Jim Crosier (Steubenville High School, Class of I 967). As a member of the Ohio Volley Wrestling Officials 

Association, Crosier spent 29 years as an official, working countless OH SAA sectional, district and state tournaments. 
He was also invited to officiate the 1979 NAIA National Wrestling Championships at the Wheeling Civic Center 
(now WesBnnco Arena). 

In 2001, Crosier was named the Larry Deaton OVAC Official of the Year by the OVAC Wrestling Coaches 
Association for his exceptional efforts as nn overseer of the mats; he was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials 
Hall of Fame in 2014 and was the recipient of the prestigious "Mr. Mat" award at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling 
Tournament in 2016. 

Crosier, who received his master's degree from the University of Dayton in 1978, spent 40 years as an educator, 
retiring in 2011. He tau~t and coached at Steubenville High for two years before moving on to Union Local where 
he was a teacher, wrestlmg coach, athletic director and administrator during his 38 years there. 

As head coach of the Jets for nine years, Crosier's mat teams won two OVAC Class 2A titles and one Class 
3A championship. He coached four OVAC champions - Mike Gregg, Kelly Wallace, Randy Simpson nnd Jeff 
McCormick. He was named OVAC Coach of the Year three times (Class AA in 1974 and '75 and Class AAA in 1980). 

He was the founder of the Ohio Valley Junior High Championships in 1976 (now called the OVAC Junior High 
Championships~ 

As an athlete at Steubenville High, Crosier was an OVAC runner-up at 175 pounds competing under OVAC Hall 
of Fwne coach Bob Hedmond. He was also an all-Ohioan in foothall and a standout in track for Big Red. 

5 

Jim Crosier 



I) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 
Chet Daniels 

Chet Daniels (Bellaire High School, Class of 1947). He earned seven varsity Big Reds' letters - three each in 
football and basketball plus one in track. 

He earned about every major football honor as a center in football his final years- a hvo-time All-OVAC largest 
Class AA, two-time Al-Eastern Ohio, and second team All-Ohio as a senior and third team All-Ohio as a junior in 
the one-class Associated Press selections. He was team Most Valuable Player and team captain on the 9-1-1 record 
1946 team which won the OVAC championship. He was selected on Ohio's South Alt-Star team. 

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Oregon, where he excelled for four years - one year on 
the freshman team and three varsity letters as a two-way guard. The 1948 Oregon team went 9-1 overall and 7-0 in 
Pacific Coast Conference play and accepted an invitation to play Doak Wolker-led Southern Methodist University 
in the 1949 Cotton BoWI. The Ducks bowed, 21-13 in the game with Daniels, an All-Pacific Coast Conference 
selection, kicking the extra-point in the fourth quarter. The 1948 Oregon football team, ,vith Daniels, was inducted 
into the state of Oregon Hall of Fame in 1990. 

Daniels, an honorable mention All-America selection, led the NCAA in placekkking points with 46 in 1949. 
After college graduation. he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and. after discharge, made his home in Portland, 

Oregon. 
He died in 2003. 

Geor~e Deiderich 

Chet Daniels 

George Deiderich (Toronto High School, Closs of 1954). He was a nine-letter, four-year perfonner in football, 
basketball and track for the Red Knights. 

A terunmate ofOVAC Hall of Farner Don Sutherin, they served us football team C()-{:aptains and also were start
ing guards on a 17-2 record basketball squad, the best record at the school in 17 years. 

In track, Deiderich was in a class by himself. He was the leading scorer two straight years in the one-class OVAC 
Track Meet, scoring 16 points as n junior und 16 1/2 points as senior with first-place finishes in the high and low 
hurdles, second in the shot put and running a leg on the winning shuttle hurdle team. In Ohio's largest Class A state 
mee~ he placed third in the I 20-Xard high hurdles. 

After a year at Valley Forge Military Academy in Wayne, Pa., where he played football, he earned a scholarship 
to Vanderbilt University where he starred in football and track. A three-year football lettennan, he was a twO-year 
starter at guard on offense and defense and was a t\vo-time first team All-Southeastern Conference selection while 
becoming a rare consensus first team All-America selection in 1958. The I I-player A-A honor roll included t\\'o 
Heisman Trophy winners in Pete Dawkins of Navy and Billy Cannon of LSU. 

The 6-foot-1, 200-pound Deiderich also starred in truck as he broke the school record with a 14.46 second clock
George Deiderich ing in the I 20-yard high hurdles. 

He ,vas drafted by the Los Angeles Rams in the 23rd round of the NFL Draft but opted to sign \\ ith the Montreal 
Alouettes of the Canadian Football League. He played in 19 games in three CFL seasons - 2 1/2 with Montreal 

before finishing up with the Ottawa Roughriders. He had n 52-yard interception return for a touchdown in 1960. He died in 1999. 

Pete Gonfola 
Pete Gongola (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1954). He was an honored three-sport Ironmen athlete 

and the most acclaimed of the 12 Gongola brothers who played sports for the old Marshall County school. The 
6-foot, 195-pounder led Union to five OVAC titles in there sports - two each in football and basketball and one 
in baseball f.lus a state football largest class runner-up finish as a senior. 

In footbal, he was a two-way standout end and kicker who earned first team AII-OVAC Class A, first team All
Valley "Big School" co-captain, and first team largest class All-State. He led the Ohio Valley with 9 TD catches as 
a semor and, along with 13 PAT kicks and 67 points, second in OV Class A. He also was cited as a top defensive 
performer. 

In basketball, he was named captain of the W.Va. All-Star team which played the Ohio All-Stars in 1954 at 
Madison Gym on Wheeling Island. 

Baseball was his best sport, however. The all-stater opted for pro baseball, with the Cleveland Indians' fann 
system, after high school and played 13 years (1955-67) in tlte minor leagues. The catcher played 1,025 games 
with a .265 career batting average. He advanced to the highest Class AAA competition with Portland in the Pacific 
Coast League and with Dallas-Fort Worth in the American Association. He retired in the California Angels' system. 

He is deceased. 

Congratulations to all 
of this year's Hall of Fame 
inductees and 'Legends'!! 
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fj OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 
Bob DiStefano 

~ .. ,;.- ,.,,..J..., .~. - o',,- cl,~• 

Bob D/Stefano (Mortins Ferry High School, Class of 1964). A four-sport perfonner, this Purple Rider is best 
knmm for three starting years in football plus baseball and track as well as four years of basketball. 

He was the starting quarterback as a junior and senior after starting at halfback on a 10-0 record, state-ranked and 
OVAC Class AAA champion team as a sophomore. It was Ferry's third straight unbeaten season. 

As a senior, the Riders went 9-0-1 to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and were ranked No. 5 in the Ohio largest 
Class AA Poll. The team co-captain, who was also a standout defensive back, earned first team earned All-Ohio 
from both The Associated Press and United Press International at quarterback as well as All-OVAC Class 3A and 
All-Eastern Ohio honors. He was selected Ohio Class AA "Back of the Year" and also gained national attention as 
a Scholastic Coach All-America selection. In the opening game of the season, Ferry defeated Canton McKinley, 
20-8, a.nd the only blemish on the record was a 14-14 tie at New Philadelphia. 

The 6-foot, 180-pounder, who earned first team All-Valley 11Big School" as a senior, passed for 1,240 yards and 
rushed for 500 yards while scoring 66 points. He also landed four passes for 41 yards. 

Ferry went 7-3-1 in his junior season as he earned second team All-Valley "Big School'' a.nd first team All-Eastern 
Ohio. 

In basketball, DiStefano played gua.rd and was the team's second leading scorer. 
He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University where he was the starting quarterback on the freshman team 

in an era of three-year varsity teams. He is deceased. 

Leon Jenkins 

Bob DiStefano 

Leon Jenkins (Weir High School, Class of 1968). A three-sport Red Rider lettennan in football, baseball and 
basketball, he led football teams to 8-2 and 7-3 records his last two years at quarterback. 

As a senior, Jenkins recorded nearly 1,500 all-purpose yards in 10 games., rushing 109 times for 825 yards and 
15 TDs; scoring 103 points; and completing 27 of 65 passes for 525 yards and four TDs. He also played defensive 
back and returned kicks. In a season opening 26-19 win over Follansbee, he tied n school record with four TDs, 
including runs of 86 and 75 yards.while rushing for 225 yards. H rushed for 154 yards in a loss to Steubenville, 
then ranked No. I in Ohio, and he had a 94-yard qURrterback sneak TD in a 4-28 win at Moundsville. 

Career-wise, he scored 182 points (28 TDs), which was then No. 2 in the Weir record books. He also rushed for 
1,436 yards, possibly the Ohio Valley record for a quorterback at the time. 

As a senior, he earned first team All-Valley "Big School", All-OVAC Class AAA, All-Mountaineer League and 
third team All-State. 

Jenkins was a standout baseball outfielder and was a first team, 20-player all-class All-Valley choice in the first 
selections by The Intelligencer. He batted over .300 and was cited as a top defensive player. 

The 5-foot-11, 165-pounder earned n football scholarship to West Virgmia. University where he was four-year 
Leon Jenkins starter at cornerback - three on the varsity team. He wns the only sophomore on a 10-1 record 1969 team which 

won the Peach Bowl, 14-3, vs. South Carolina. He started on three varsity teams with a combined 25-8 record and 
was a team cCK:aptuin as a senior. 

Cureer-wise, Jenkins intercepted 10 passes with one TD. He also was a regular punt returner for three seasons with two TD returns. 
He was drafted in the 16th round by the Detroit Lions and played four games in 1972. He also played one season (1975) for the Shreveport (La.) 

Steamers in the World Football League. In 12 games, he had six pass interceptions and returned punts and kickoffs. 

Je{f Patterson 
Jeff Patterson (Brooke High School, Class of 1979). Patterson was one of the finest perfonners ever in the tradi

tion-rich Brooke football history, stnning as as a big-play wide receiver for legendary coach Paul "Bud" Billiard. 
Patterson's exploits helped to lead the Bruins to their first playoff berth in 1978. He landed 22 passes for 501 

yards and eight TDs that fall. He earned second-team all-state honors to go with first-team recognition on the all
OVAC, alt-Valley (serving as co-captain) and all-Mountaineer squads. 

Moreover, the glue-fingered wideout was chosen to play in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. 
He was also awarded the Clark Hinkle Scholarship. 

Patterson also enjoyed a banner junior grid campaign. He caught 36 passes for 686 yards for eight TDs while also 
returning a punt for a six-pointer. The versatile perfonner was accorded first-team all-state honors for his efforts 
that fall. He was also named to the first team of the all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Mountaineer League squads. 

Patterson was also a two-year lettennan in basketball for the Bruins, He helped Brooke to a 15-win campaign 
nnd a sectional crown his senior year. 

The talented gllilrd averaged 14.2 ppg that winter, earning him third-team all-Valley laurels. He was also chosen 
to play in the OVAC Sam Mumley Basketball Classic. 

Football earned Patterson a scholarship to Youngstown State, but he was just as excellent in track and field as Jeff Patterson 
sprinter. 

He placed seventh in the West Virginia state meet as a senior in the 200 meters. He was fifth in the same event 
in the OVAC meet while taking fourth in the JOO-meters. 

Patterson enjoyed a banner junior year as a thine lad. He was fourth in the OVAC 200 meters while taking sixth in the I 00. He was regional champ 
in the 200 while taking third in the I 00. As fate would have it, however, he was injured and una.ble to take part in the state meet 

Patterson and the Penguins were a productive football fit. He started three seasons at Youngstown State, gaining second team All-Ohio Valley 
Conference honors as a senior. He finished his Penguin career with 73 catches for 1,300 yards and seven TDs. At the time of his graduation, he 
ranked second in all-time consecutive games with a reception (27) ond 17th in career receiving yards. 

His college production spawned a professional grid career in the Canadian Football League. He played four seasons with Montreal and was named 
the AloueUes' Rookie of the Yea.r in 1983. Patterson had 76 career catches with Montreal for 980 yards and seven TDs. 

Patterson ended his pro career with Saskntchewan, leading the Eastern Conference in punt return average. 
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~ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 
Ron Sismondo 

Ron Sismondo (Mingo High School, Class of 1978). Sismondo was one of the finest hurlers ever to grace the 
mound in Ohio Valley history. In addition, he was also a sparkling quarterback for the Indians, Sismondo's pitching 
prowess was so superb that he earned a scholarship to the University of Arizona, where he became the only OVAC 
product to play for an NCAA Baseball World Series champion when the Wildcats turned the trick in 1980. 

The crufty southpaw was a two-time All-Valley and AII-OVAC baseball honoree. 
Sismondo authored a 7-2 mound mark as a senior for an 11-9 Mingo squad, with one of his two blemishes being 

a 1-0 loss to Jewett-Scio. He yielded only two hits in that district champtonship setback. 
Sismondo struck out 93 batters in just 53 innings of work that spring while compiling a miniscule 0.38 ERA. 
He was also dominant during his junior campaign, leading the Ohio Valley in strikeouts that spring, fanning 

94 batters in 50 innings to go with a 1.01 ERA. He had a 5-2 mark for the 8-8 Indians. 
He was also lethal with the bat, finishing third in the Ohio Valley via his .500 batling average (29-of-58). He had 

six doubles, one triple and one home run. 
While he dominated on the diamond, Sismondo also excelled on the gridiron. 
He earned All-Valley and All-OVAC honors for his sparkling play at quarterback. He was the top small-school 

passer in the Ohio Valley us 11 senior, completing 65-of-142 passes for 870 yards and seven TDs. Ron Sismondo 
At the University of Arizona, Sismondo was a record-setting, four-year Iettennan (1979-82) and starting pitcher. 

The star of that team was outfielder Terry Francona., who was named World Series MVP and first team All-America. Sismondo cmfted a spark.Jing 
33-17 career record with nine saves to go with 46 starts while pitching 361 innings in 88 games. He set Arizona freshman year records of 11 wins, 
121 innings pitched, 18 starts nnd seven complete games. 

Sismondo was drafted twice - by the Milwaukee Brewers in the 11th round in 1981 and by the Seattle Mariners in the 13th round in 1982. He 
signed with Mariners after senior season and played two years in Class A at Wausau, Wis. in Midwest League before returning to the Ohio Valley 
and becoming a high school administrator, 

Shelly Carroll 
Shelly Ca"oll (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1988). Carroll was nothing short of a scoring machine 

during her Purple Rider days. 
The 5-11 forward averaged 29,8 points and 10.6 rebounds a game in her senior season for Coach Larry Duck. 

Those lofty numbers earned her UPI Division II Ohio Player of the Year honors. ' 
Carroll finished her sparkling prep career with 1,626 points, establishing a new school record for boys or girls. 

She was a second-team all-Oh10 choice as a junior while being tabbed honorable mention in her sophomore 
season. 

Carroll played in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association North-South All-Star Game and also 
competed in the 1ntemational Cage Tournament in Budapest, Hungary in 1987. 

The multi-talented athlete also was a standout volleyball perfonner for Ferry. She was selected to the all-OVAC 
team after her senior season. 

Her prodigious scoring earned her a basketball scholarship to the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.. where 
she because a four-year starter. She helped the Lady Moes to three Southern Conference championships. 

Carroll finished her career at Chattanooga with 1,013 points while also ranking first in school history via her 
Shelly Carroll 51.4 field goal percentage. She also ranks in the top 10 in UTC annals in games played (115), rebounds (560), field 

goals made (450) and free throw percentage (74.1), She was named first-team All-Southern Conference in 1992. 
She was twice honored with the Outstanding Achievement Award by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club (1989) and ( 1993 ). 

Mike Gulan 
Mike Gulan (Steubenville Catholic Hi~ School,Class of 1989). Gulan was a three-sport star at Catholic Central, 

but baseball proved to be his future callmg card. 
He was first-team All-Valley, All-OVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern District his senior season in baseball, a 

campaign in which he batted .452 with five home runs, seven doubles, 25 hits, 15 RBI nnd 18 stolen bases in 19 
11ttempts. The talented third baseman was named second team All-Valley as a junior. 

In football, he was a second-team Alt-Valley honoree as a senior nnd earned honorable mention AII-OVAC Class 
AAA in basketball. 

His sparkling prep diamond career earned him a scholarship to Kent State University, where he excelled for three 
seasons before being selected in the second round of the Major League Draft (53rd overall pick) by the St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

Gulan was named Mid-American Conference Player of the Year and second team All-America. He was first-team 
All-MAC as a junior and second team as a sophomore. 

As a Golden Flash junior, Gulan led the MAC in hitting (.430), home runs (17), RBI (68) and triples (6). As a 
sophomore, he batted .311 with 11 homers. He batted .336 as a freshman. 

Gulan was one of90 players in the nation invited to the U.S. Ol}mpic team tryouts in 1992. He was inducted 
into the Kent State Hall of Fame in 1999. 

Mike Gnlan 

Gulan enjoyed a 13-year career (two in majors, part of 12 in the minors and one in Japan) from 1992-2004. He was a member of the Cardinals' 
major league club in 1997 and the Florida Marlins in 2001 and also signed with the Pirates in 2002 and White Sox in 2003. 

He was also was a Steubenville American Legion Post 33 baseball standout 
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(9 OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 
Jamie Adams .------

-,;:_....,,,..:.:, ... • .. ,~ ..... ,. ""-~---r ,••L-r .,---.-,~;. 

Jamie Adams (The Linsly School, Class of 1994 ). This former Cadets was instrumentul, not only at Linsly, but 
throughout the Ohio Valley, in putting soccer on the map, 

A four-year regular for the Cadets, Adams etched his name into lore at both at the prep and collegiate level. 
When you consider that Adams led the state of West Virginia in scoring three times in his career, it's not hard to 

see why he gained such a laundry list of accolades. After scoring just seven goals as a freshman, Adams exploded 
onto the scene in 1991 by scoring 37 times. He went for 4-6115 a junior and 50 goals as a senior. 

His 140 career goals is still a record at Linsly. 
Adams was the first West Virginia athlete and OVAC player to garner Parade All-American honors in soccer. 

He was named All-American by National Soccer Coaches Association and was an ESPN/ McDonald's Scholastic 
Player of the Week in 1992. 

Locally, Adams was named firsMeam all-OVAC three times, conference player of the year twice, firsHewn all
Valley three times and cnptained the squad nvice. He was named first-team all-IPSL three times and IPSL Player 
of the Year as o senior. 

After sifting through more than 30 offers, Adams elected to continue his career at Princeton University. He was 
a four-year starter with the Tigers and served as a team captain in 1997. He was also nurned to the all-Ivy League Jamie Adams 
team that season. 

Adams was also heavily involved with the United States Olympic Development Program. He was a member of 
the Region I team which played in Europe. He was also selected for the Region I pool five times and was a part of six stnte ODP teams. 

On top of his prep and collegiate exploits, Adams shined at the club level, too. He a part of teams that won six Snicker's Cup state championships 
and was in the regtonal final four times. Adams was inducted to the West Virginia High School Coaches Association Hall of Fume in 2012. 

Scott Coyne 
Scott Coyne (Bellaire High School, Class of 1994). This former Bi¥ Reds' point guard was a wizard with the 

ball in his hands for OVAC Hall of Fame coach Gene Ammirante dunng his prep career. 
While it was in basketball where Coyne achieved some of his greatest moments, his success wasn't limited 

there. He was a three-sport standout for the Big Reds, shining in track and football as well. 
Coyne finished his prep career with I ,OS 1 points, including a 19.1 }Xlints per game average us a senior. He did 

more than score the bait. He stuffed the stat sheet to a tune of nine assists and seven rebounds a game as he led 
the Big Reds to their first undefeated regular season and an eventual 21-1 record. 

During his junior season, Coyne averaged 20.4 points a game. He netted his career high of 43 points that season 
against St. Clairsville. The Big Reds finished 17-4 and won the OVAC that season. 

Coyne ranks in the top 10 in numerous Bellaire categories, including 3-point shooting (44 percent), free-throw 
percentnge (77 percent), steals (141) and his points are the 15th best 

Coyne earned all-everything as a senior. He was all-Eastern District, District 12, OVAC and all-Valley and was 
named to the McDonald's All-American and Street and Smith's All-American honorable mention lists. He was 
also named one of the top 25 players in Ohio by USA Today and ployed in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game. 

Scott Coyne As a wide receiver, Coyne was the go-to guy for the Big Reds during his three-year career. He finished with 
1,764 yards. Included was a 1993 campaign in which he caught 61 passes for 967 yards, which ranks seventh in 

BHS history. Coyne was named to the all-Ohio first terun. He was also named all-OVAC and all-Eastern District 
On the track, Coyne qualified for the state track and field championship meet twice in the 300 intermediate hurdles. He was a multiple-time OVAC 

placer in that event as well as running key legs on relay teams for the Big Reds. 
He died tragically in a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old. At the time of his death, he was one of the area's rising basketball officials. 
Coyne was inducted to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2015. The Scott Coyne Memorial Scholarship exists at 

Bellaire High School to honor his legacy. 

Tyler En~le 
1)•/er Engle (Fort Frye High School, Class of2007). It didn't matter the season for this fonner Cadet multi-sport 

standout because he shined brightly. The winner of 11 varsity letters Engle really stood out on the basketball court 
and baseball field where he earned eight of those monograms. 

It was baseball where Engle earned his opportunity to compete collegiately at The Ohio Stnte University. Playing 
for the late Sonny Bidwell, Engle hit .502 for his career with 12 home runs and 117 RBIs in leading the program 
to a 74-25 record. 

As a senior, Engle batted a robust .515 with four homers and 34 RBIs en route to earning all-Ohio first team 
honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastern District and Mizuno All-Star Gomes. He was named first-team all
Eastern District four times and was the player of the year as a senior. Twice, Engle was named first-team all-OVAC 
and was the Closs 2A Player of the Year as a senior. He earned all-PVC four times. 

On the basketball court, Engle left a lasting murk as he helped Coach Dan Liedtke's program to 65 victories by 
scoring 1,760 career points. He grabbed 400 rebounds, passed out 240 assists and had 130 steals during his career. 
He also drained 329, 3-point goals, which is the Ohio state record. 

During his senior season, Engle averaged 19.8 points en route to first-team all-Ohio, alt-Eastern District, all-
OVAC. all-Pioneer Valley Conference and all-District 12. He also took part in the Ohio North-South and OVAC Tyler Engle 
All-Star Games. That followed up a junior campaign in which he was named third-team all-Ohio. He was actually 
listed on the all-state team each year of his career. 

Engle also lettered three times in football, but elected not to play his senior season. 
After high school, Engle elected to become a Buckeye. He lettered four times as a shortstop. He played in 193 career games and batted 256. He 

had four home runs, 82 RBIs and had 155 hits. When he finished his career, he ranked second in OSU history with 189 starts. 
With his playing days behind him, Engle entered coaching. He coached at Ohio Valley University, where he finished his Master's Degree, Elon 

University and Marietta College. He's currently the baseball coach at Meadowbrook High School. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 I) 
LizRepella 

Lb:. Repella (Steubenville High School, Class of 2007). Whether it was ot Big Red or West Virginia University, 
this standout basketball player simply scored the ball. 

The multi-talented combo guard earned all-Ohio honors four times during her prep career. She was named first
team as both a junior and senior. Repella was named the state's player of the year, averaging 26.9 points a game 
as o senior 

She was named to the third team as a freshman and second team as a sophomore. 
She is the all-time leading scorer in Steubenville history - regardless of gender - ,vith 2,065 points. 
Along with her state accolades, she was named all-OVAC four times and firsHeam all-Eastern District four times, 

garnering player of the year as a junior and senior. 
Repella, who was also a multi-year letter winner in soccer, was ranked the 63rd best player in her class as a senior, 

which garnered several Division I offers. She eventually settled on becoming a Mountaineer. 
At WVU, Repella lettered four years and scored 1,612 points, grabbed 712 rebounds. She also collected 207 

steals, passed out 162 assists and blocked 76 shots. 
She was named first-team all-Big East us a junior and senior and was just the second WVU female to gamer first-

team honors in back-to-back seasons. Liz Repella 
Repella was an honorable mention all-American after her senior season in which she helped lead West Virginia 

to a 24-10 record and a second-round NCAA Tourney appearance. During her final season in Morgantown, Repella 
led the team in 12 statistical categories. 

All told, she played in 134 games, which is the most in WVU history, and she was part of 96 victories. Her college point total was seventh best 
in WVU history at the time of her graduation. 

Away from athletics, Repella was a standout student. She graduated with a degree in exercise physiology and a GPA of 3,96. She was a repre
sentative on the WVU Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. She also received the Big East Scholar Athlete Sports Excellence Award and was an 
Academic All-American. 

OVA C honors Tom Rataiczak 
for 20 years as Executive Director 

The Ohio Valley 
1 Athletic Conference 

Executive Board 
recognized Thomas 
E. Rataiczak for 20 
years of service as 
the OVAC Executive 
Director by naming the 
OVAC Hall of Fame 
and Sports Museum in 
his honor. 

He has done more to 
promote and grow the 
nation's largest high 
school conference than 
anyone will ever know. 
"Thank you, 'Rat' ! ". 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2019 

Ed 
Bartrug 

Guido 
DeVecchis 

Stan 
Goletz 

Hank 
Moros 

Steve 
Swisher 

Legends ofOVAC:memher schdtils .. hCHWl'S.tliosegreat athletes who played or c(}(lChed irt the Ohio Valley 
prior to ihef<mtildion ofihe J:linference.in 1943 or whoJilaYed,orcoached after thaidide lilli he/ore • 

their.stfhool beellltll! amember,ofthe conferencl!; . 

Ed Bartrug (Magnolia High School, Oass of 1927). He wns a two-sport (football and basketball) prep and college standout Bartrug earned nll--class All-State and All
Valley honors us a Blue EaWe senior for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in on all--class 'i.moflkial" state title game in Huntington. \Vllliamson won, 
14-13 on the field but ineligible players were discovered later and the result nullified. The 9-0 record regular season team outscored nine foes 356-20 including seven shutouts. 
He scored a school record nine touchdovms in one game and returned a pass interception a record 98 yanls against Wanvood ns a junior. As a senior, he was team cnptain for 
both football ond basketball. 

Bartrug was a five-letter winner in footbaJI (3) and basketball (2) at West Virginia U. and aJso competed in baseball and track. A two-\\.'8.Y back in football, he is regarded as 
one of the best punters in school history. He had an 80..yard punt vs. Oregon State in 1927 W1d a 75-yard punt the following year. In 1928, he starred for the S.-2 record team 
\Vhich beat rival Pitt for the first time in four years., 9--6. He landed a 47-yard pass to set up WVU's only TD in the win. He was selected to the 1930-39 era All-Time Team. 

After college, he was head football coach for 23 years at three southern W.Va. high schools- Mount Hope, St Albans and Charleston- "'ith a coaching record of 129-
50-7. He u1so cooched the South to a 28-13 win in 1947 in the annual North-South Game. Aft.er retirement from the education field in 1973, he became a high school track 
and football official, He was one of IO charter Magnolia Life Achievement honorees for student-athletes and is inducted into both the W. Va. Sports Hall offarne and WVU 
S~ Hall of Fame. He died in 1996. 

Guido DeVecchis (Weir High School, Class of 1942). The 5-foot-8 sparkplug was one of the most celebrated. Red Rider football-basketball athletes in the pre-OVAC 
em. Playing for OVAC Hall ofFrunc Legend coach Carl Hamill, be earned all-class All-Stwe in both sports as njtmior and senior as well as All.Valley In football, the only 
All-OV sport honors at the time. 

In basketball. he set a school career point record of 1,169 polnl.S in four seasons during a low-scoring em. The mark lasted 22 years before broken by OVAC charter Hall of 
Farner Ron (Fritz) Williams. He averaged 19 points a game as a senior when he was named to the eight-player, all-class All-State team as the Red Riders fmished W. Va Class 
A runner-up to Fainnont Senior (38-J7). He was a repeat all-tournament selection. As ajtmior, the guard w11:1 picked on the second all-class All-State unit as the Red Riders 
(21-4) won the regional title before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A tourney and bowing to Htmtington East. 

In football, the rurming back was a second tmit, all-class All-State honoree as a senior when he scored a Rider-best 17 TDs for a 9.J recon:l team which lost ooly to Massillon 
(Ohio), tH>, In a 32-0 blanking of Clairton, Pa, he returned a ptmt 95 yards to score. He played on three Rider teams (1939-41) v.ith records of9-I, 7-2 W1d 9-2 competing 
agi!fnst a lQJl-:flight tri-state schedule. He opted to play football at West Virginia U. and lettered on the 1946 Mountaineer team. He died in 1996. 

Stan Goletz (Bridgqxrrt High School, Class of 1936). The 6--foot-3, 200.pound Bulldog was a two-sport standout who led his team into state tournaments in both bas
ketball and baseball. Nicknamed "Stash" and ''Lefty", the southpaw was n four-yearregu.la; finit baseman-pitcher in baseball and the top player on the 27-4 record basketball 
team 1,vhich advanced to Ohio's largest class tournament semifinals before brnving to eventual champion Newark after defeating Cleveland Holy Name and Bowling Green 
for OVAC Hall ofFame Legend coach Floyd Baker. 

After going 18-3 in regular season play in the old Ohio Valley Athletic Association-the predecessor to the OVAC-thc Bulldogs went 9-1 in post-season play to advance 
the farthest in school history at the time. He was team captain and earned All-State Tournament honors as a guard Post-season victims included Steubenville, East Lh·erpool, 
Shadyside, Toronto and Carrollton. Goletz also starred as a junior on a 20-5 record learn. 

In baseball, as a senior, he pitched two no-hit, no-nm games in one week during the Eastern Ohio regionaJ tournament to advance to the state largest Class A event The 
Bulldogs then defeated Toledo Libby, 5-4, in the first row1d before bo"'ing, 5-4, to Columbus Aquinas in the semifinals. 

After high school, he enrolled at Ohio State and played four seasons of baseball while being scout by several pro teams in the pre-draft em. While in college, he played pro 
baseball as a pitcher during the summers. In 1938, he went 12•5 with Springfield, Ill., and played for Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in 1939. After college, in 1940, he played for three 
pro teams - Charleston, W. Va., Pine Bluff, Ark., and Oklahoma City, Okla PlaJing outfield/pitcher for Oklahoma City in 1941, he hit .300 in 59 games and was 15-10 as 
a pitcher before being called up by the Chicago White Sox. He played in five games as a pinch-hitter and had three hits in fo·e at bats in the majoo. A year later, he enlisted. 
in the U.S. A.npy and 1JJ)Qll release in 1945, he returned to minor league baseball as a pitcher, first baseman, outfielder and manager until the mid-l 950s. He died in 1997. 

Charles 'Hank' Morus (McKeesport. Pa. Hij!h School, Class of 1939). He made his boys basketball coaching mark at old Newport High (1955-68) before the school 
became part of the cum:nt Frontier (I 968·81) High m New Matamoras. His first coaching job was in August, Mo. from 1950-55. Overall, bis 31-year coaching record \.Vas 

409-247 \Vltb 11 league titles, se\·en sectional championships and a district cro...,n in 1969. After Frontier joined the OVAC, he guided the Cougars to Class AA titles in 1979 
and 1981, He won league Coach of the Year hollOl".'i six times; won District 12 honors in 1974 plus Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1969 and 1981, the year he coached 
in the OVAC All-Star game. In 1994, be earned the Earl Haberfield OVAC Bll.':lketball Coaches Award. 

Besides coaching boys basketbaJl, he se:rwd as Athletic Director at Newport from 1960-67 nnd at Frontier from I %8-81. In his fust coaching job - girls lrasketbaJI - his 
Missouri teams went 79-29. At NeV1-port, he also coached the baseball team for 12 seasons with a 97-57 mark and four league, three sectional and one district title, The 1964 
team advanced to the regional finals. 

He graduated. from Salem (W.Va,) College where he was c11ptain and co-captain of the basketball and baseball tearrn W1d selected as the Outstanding Senior Athlete. 
In 1999, he was inducted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Athletic Hall offame and the Frontier High School G1mnasium was named the Hank Morus Gymnasium and an annual 

Hank Morns Athletic Scholarship was started for senior male and female student-athletes. He also is inducted in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame and 
the District 12 charter Basketball Coaches Hall. He died in 1998. 

Steve Swisher (Parkersburg South High School, Class of 1969). South's first honoree was a three-sport Patriot all-stater during the first two year.; of the school who 
went on to an honored college baseball career before plaJing nine seasons in the major leagues. He was a sophomore starter at football end for Parkersburg High before South 
opened Its doors and he became the school's first maJor multi-sport athlete. He also was a shortstop for a state championship Parkersbu.JB Post 15 American Legion team. 

In two years at South, he was an all-class, all•state baseball shortstop, a second team all-stater as a basketball forward; and an all-state mention as a football end. In two sea
sons of basketball, he scored 1,077 points and co1werted all 20 free throws in one game "'ith a high point output of33 points. Baseball was his future, however, as he accepted 
a scholarship to Ohlo University, which advanced to the College World Series in his freshman season. That team featured Baseball Hall of Farner Mike Schmidt. Bobcat coach 
Bob Wren converted S\\isher to catcher and he became a three-time All-Mid American Conference honoree and an All-America selection as a senior. 

He became the Bobcats' first Major League draft pick in the first round- and the first from West Vuginia- as the 21st overall choice by the Chicago White Sox in 1973. 
Traded to the crossto;,.n Chicago Cubs, he competed for the National League team from 1974-77 before playing v.ith the St Louis Cardinals from 1978-80 and the San Diego 
Padres from 1981-82. He was the Cubs' representative in the 1976 All-Star Game. After his playing days, he became a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 1997 plus 
2005 and major league coach. He won three minor league championships in the Cleveland Indians and New York Mets' organizations and was the Mets' bullpen coach from 
1994-96. He was n charter inductee into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame In 1998. 

11 



TheOVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates 

Dave Schafer 
as the Denny Magruder 

Distinguished Service Award 
recipient/or 2019 

Da,'e Schafer is one of the behind the scenes heroes of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conforence, and for what he means to the conference, Schafer has been selected as the 2019 redpient of 
the OVAC Denny Magruder Distinguished Scr,iceAward by the OVAC Hall of Fame Sc!cct!on Committee. 

Schafer \WS fl cllarter member of the OVAC Boosters, helping to raise money to bencfi1 scholar.ihips and OVAC programs. Through the connections he had developed over the years, 
his support .,,,llS imrneusurnble to the Conference. 
He's also become the "weather guru" of the OVAC. 
Schafer is a 1974 graduate of Union Local High School who received fill Associate Degree in Engineering at Belmont Technical School. He worked four year,; for Tri-State Asphalt 

and 15 years for RY &F Coal before join!nf the Ohio Department ofTransponation in 1993 working out of Harrison CoWJty. He 
transferred to Belmont County OOOT in 1995 and bccmne che Transportation Administrator in 1997, n position he stm holds 
today. 
He was an integral part of the Unlon Local Athletic Boosters, helping athletes in al! sports, until it disbanded 

Past winners of the award: Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), 
Carpenters Local #3 o/Whee/i,1g (2012), Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), 
WesBanco Maintenance Stajf(2014), Ohio University Eastern (2015), 

Oglebay ParMJlheeling Park Commission (2016); 
Mickey Duffy (2017); Ron Miller (2018) 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Committe is seeking 

nominations for future consideration 
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 
OVAC 'Contributor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested. 

The 17th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 15, 2020 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W Va. 
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Mike, Susan, Major, Mattie, Susie, Jay, Jayke, Jayne, Matt 

10 THE BEACHn 

Matt, Mattie, Jayke, Jayne, Jay, Susie, Susan, Major, Mike 
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The St. Clairsville 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Al Glitch 
for his induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2019 
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Parents: 

CONGRATULATIONS 
2019 OVAC BALL OF FAME 

GEORGE DEIDERICH 
TORONTO IDGH SCHOOL 1954 

Nathaniel/Constance Deiderich 
Siblings: 
"47" HOWARD/Rosamond 
"49" GERALDINF/Stef 
".52" ARTIIUR/Jo-Ann 
".53" BARBARA/Eddie 
"54" GEORGE/Sheila 
"56" HARRY/Donna 
"63" FRED 
"64" ANDREW/Char 
"69" CONNIE/Bob 

OVAC 
Football - All Valley 1953 

Track-All Valley 1952, 1953, 1954 
Toronto Hall of Fame 1965 

Family: 
GEORGE/Sheila 
Cindy/Brian 

Zoe&Kaycie 
Jason 

Michael 
Matthew 

Vanderbilt AP All American 1958 Valley Forge Hall of Fame 

VA 

Congratulations 
to all of tonight's 

honorees from the 
OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee. 
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Congratulations 
Jeff Patterson 



Congratulations 
Dave Schaf er 

BRAIDO MEMORIALS 
Monuments & Mausoleums 

JoelBraido 

40801 Bethesda-Belmont Road 
P.O. Box 363, Bethesda, OH 43719 

Phone (740) 359-2597 • Fax (740) 484-0160 ... 

Dan Doyle and Dave Schafer 
We congratulate you 

on your contributions 
to the Ohio Valley 

Athletic Conference 
and to the sport 

of wrestling in particular. 

Ron and Mary Lou Mauck 

16 





740-425-9040 
745 East Main Street 

Barnesville 
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Congratulations 

Chet Daniels Scott Coyne 
on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

~,~~ 
~ \ . 

.; 

Big Reds 
Touchdown Club 

Greg Gilli - President 
Norm Papola - Vice-President 

Fred Hocker - Secretary 
Jim LaRoche - Treasurer 

Trustees 
Bob Koteles 
Bob Kovalyk 
Jim Teasdale 
Dan Ramsey 
Frank Hibbits 

We support the Big Reds in all sports! 
19 



Honoring and remembering 
'Legendary' Newport and Frontier 

Boys Basketball Coach 

HankMorus 

He did it his way and it led to great success. 

Penny Cline Nichols, Frontier HS Class of 1988 
Holly Cline Amos, Frontier HS Class of 1992 

Darrell R. Cline 
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Congrat11lations 

Tyler Engle 
OVAC 

Hall of Fame 
2019 

We are so proud of you 
for all you have accomplished! 

The joy you have brought to our family 
over the years is immeasurable! 

Love you forever, 
Mom, Dad, Trey & Tate 
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Papa Dave Schafer 
on receiving the 

OVAGDennis_Magruder 
DistinguiShed_servicaAwardl 

You may do a lot for the OVAG, 
but it is nothing in comparison to 

what you do as a Papal 
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Congratulations 

Guido De Vecchis 
Weir High School 1942 

Basketball/Football 
West Virginia University 1946 Football 

OVAC 'Legend' Selection 2019 

John De Vecchis Gianna De Vecchis 
24 



N' 
V, 

OVAC HALL OF FAME 

MAGRUDER SERVICE AWARD HONOREE 2019 

DAVE SCHAFER 
Congratulations Dave! 

Bob Gentile, Anita Rice, Tom Gentile, 

& Rita Dutton 



Congratulations 

Dr. Daniel Doyle 
Class of 2019 

OVAC Hall Of Fame. 

We Love you and are proud to call 

you "Husband", "Dad" & Pappy". 

"Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart; And lean not on your own 

understanding; In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, And He shall 

direct your paths." -Proverbs 3: 5-6 (NKJV) 
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Mingo /fig!, School 

C:nlvemty of Arl:,,na• 4 y.,.., 
Lmerman 

$ta4bfflvllle Posl JJ Siok 
Champions 1978 and /'179 

Sismondo 
Tltrouglwut O,eyean you have 
influenced, chang611, and 
impacted so many Uva. You are 
an incretlibk atlilett, tttmuttate, 
coach, wu:hu,ftlllru, and 
husbllltd. Congratuladons on 
your lntblctiin, into die OVAC 
Valley All,Jetic Conference Hall 
o/Fame. 
Love, TtlltUffJ', Ronnie, TVfany, 
Hilllary, Jqf, and CrlstilDI 

Mingo lligh Sc!,oo/ 

IJ-ilusa11 Timbers, Seaulc 
llfariners Organlvllfon 

, , LNVERSITY OFARIZONA 

/98{1 NC.4A Dfrl:i:w1t I \aJiimal Champions 
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Alaska Goldpqnneq, /980 ,'illlfon11/ BIIS~ball 
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Honoring 

Dave Schaf er 
OVAC 2019 OVAC Magruder 

Distinguished Service Award recipient 

Congratulations! 

From Hazen Masonic Lodge #251 
Free and Accepted Masons 

Bethesda, Ohio 
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In memory of 

Scott Coyne 
Bellaire High School, Class of 1994 

This award is one Scott 
would truly have been proud to receive. 

On behalf of Scott, his family thanks 
the OVAC Committee for his induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2019 
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OVAC 
MAGRODER SERVICE 

AWARD WINNER 
2019 

DA VE SCHAFER 

~,i"ll"lt,,« 
~ ~ ...... ,,,. 

...., .---.. --- ------ ----
..., 
---------,.. ...... 

0 ~ 
4''7!"1\"t~ 

fmh,f'ood,& Looabr~Cooked;t&Onlerl 

Congratulations from your friends 

at The Pike 40 !! 

41010 National Road, Belmont, OH 43718 

1111■" 
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Parkersburg South would like 
to congratulate Mr. Steve Swisher 

on his selection as an OVAC "Legend" 

Steve Swisher is the most highly
decorated and recognizable name to 
have graduated from Parkersburg 
South. 
Steve is being recognized for his 

dedication and hard work that pro
pelled him to a successful MLB 
career. We are honored and proud to 
have Mr. Swisher receive this honor 
as a former student-athlete from 
Parkersburg South High School. 
We would like to thank you, Steve, 

and say South is proud of the many 
accomplishments and dreams that 
you have fulfilled. 

You are a great reminder to our stu
dent-athletes that success is not about 
where you are from, but how you are 
willing to sacrifice and work to make 
your dreams a reality. 
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Congratulations 

2019 OVAC 
Hall of Fame 

Inductees 

Al Glitch Stan Goletz 
BHS Class of 1936 BHS Class of 1969 

From 
The Bridgeport Exempted 

Village School District 
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Congratulations 

Dave Schafer 

Magruder Distinguished 
Service Award 2019 

Capstone Holding Company 
Bannock, Ohio 
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Well done, David Schafer 
You have made us all so proud 

The 2019 OVAC Magruder 
Distinguished Service Award Recipient 

To the world, you are a Dad, 
To your family, you are the world. 

This recognition is surely deserved. 
Congratulations! 

Love, Your Family 
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The Bellaire Alumni Association congratulates 
our 2019 Hall of Fame Inductees 

----~ J_ _, 

Scott Coyne, Class of '94 

Chet Daniels, Class of '47 

PRIDE, SPIRIT, TRAD1110N 

Visit us online at www.bellairebigredsalumni.com 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
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COACH JAY CIRCOSTA 
ON 

50 YEARS OF COACHING 
WOODSAB.D "REDSKINS" FOOTBALL MONROE CENTRAL "SEMINOLIS" 

1968-1993 1994-2017 

6 UNDEFEATED SEASONS 
14 OVAC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
22 PVC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
14 PLAY OFF APPEARANCES 

1976 AP STATE CHAMPS 
2001 DIV. 5 REGIONAL CHAMPS 
1974 
1977 HEAD COACH OVAC ALL STAR GAME 
1981 
2000 
1996 WEST LIBERTY HALL OF FAME 
2006 OHSFCA HALL OF FAME 
2005 DAPPER DAN "MAN OF THE YEAR" 
1974 OVAC COACH OF THE YEAR 

10 YRS. PVC COACH OF THE YEAR 
EASTERN DISTRICT COACH OF THE YEAR 

MONROE CENTRAL SIDELINERS 
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, _ ,r_-,§•i~J:i;i. 

Congratulations 
on your 

OVAC honor 

Dave Schafer 

5646 Ferry Landing Road 
Shadyside, OH 43947 

(740) 676-7464 (740) 676-4410 (fax) 

39 



Honoring 

HankMorus 
2019 OVAC 'Legend' 

Proud day to be a Cougar! 
Thanks for all you did, Coach! 

Frontier 
Athletic 
Boosters 
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Honoring 

Pete Gongola 

Union High School Class of 1954 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 2019 

From The Gongola Family 
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The Ohio Valley Wrestling 
Coaches Association 

Jim Crosier Dan Doyle 

salutes and thanks you 
for you contribution 

to the sport of wrestling 
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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The Union Local Boosters 
congratulate 

Dave Schaf er 

2019 Denny Magruder 
Distinguished Service Award 
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• Congratulations 
-,:~ .•, '._- :;'•, ·;'' ,;': r • ,,::_ •,''t .......... 

Dave Schafer 
Recipient of the 2019 

Denny Magruder Service Award 

I J~~~t I: 
, ROPERTY MAINTENANCESERVICfS, 'INC, 
1

.Your Property ls Oar: 
f('' . ' -

• • · .·.. Main Ct>ncem; • 
•• ,4 \ •, ' - -, -

•·· 5444(1, N;ational Rd.( 
'} .... 1jtiiJ1~t,,,-it" QJIO .• 1i 

748~635-0590 • i 

www.teanipmsi.cont j 
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Bellaire Local Schools 
and the Bellaire High School 

Athletic Department 
congratulate our 2019 

OVAC Hall of Fame inductees 

(---,~~ 

. 

Chet Daniels Scott Coyne 

We are proud of their accomplishments 
and thank them for their contributions 

to the Pride and Tradition 
of Bellaire High School Athletics 
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The Ohio Valley -Wrestling 
Officials Association 

Congratulates 

Jim Crosier 
on his induction 
into the OVAC 
Hall of Fame 
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Congratulations 

Al Glitch 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2019 
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Congratulations 
to 

Dave Schafer 
The 2019 OVAC Magruder 

Distinguished Service Recipient 

From your friends at: 
Dutton Land & Cattle Company 

42620 Dutton Drive 
Flushing, OH 43977 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

49 



COACH JAY CIRCOSTA 
OVAC HALL OF FAME * WEST LIBERTY HALL OF FAME * 

OHSFCA HALL OF FAME 

f ROM YOUR BROJHf R~ A~D I Hf IR f AMlllf ~ 
JIM AND BARBARA BOB AND CHELSEA 

STEPHANIE AND ANGELO MICHAEL ANGELA CHRIS 
CRAIG AND JANMARIE ' ' 
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THE OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 
SALUTES OUR 2019.HALL OF-FAME HONOREES 

OVAC FAMILY 
DR. DAN DOYLE 

Wrestling Commissioner 
OVAC Ron Mauck WrestlingTournament Director 

CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTOR 
AL GLITCH 

"The Voice" of the OVAC Basketball Championships 
and the All-Star Basketball Game 

DENNIS MAGRUDER DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD 
DAVE SCHAFER 

OVAC Booster and Weather Consultant 

We can do what we do because you did 
(and continue to do) what you do. 

Thank you and Congratulations. 

51 



Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Embarks on 77th Year SiJ.{i, 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, J.C. 
Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman among 
those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucrative 
program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the United 
States. A total of 52 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than I 0,000 athletes in the vari
ous competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of all 
high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, scholar
ship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 
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Be sure to visit 
the OVAC Hall of Fame display 

and OVAC Museum 
located inside WesBanco Arena 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012) 
Ken Alessi (Class of2004) 
Roger Afford (Class of 2017) 
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013) 
Zach Amedro (Class of 2016) 
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Kim Augur (Class of 2016) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Jodi Bates (Class of 2016) 
Ashley Battle (Class of2011) 
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (Class of 2012) 
Eddie Becker (Class of2016) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Jami Bendle (Class of2017) 
Jack Berger (Class of2018) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Class of 2015) 
David Bertolino (Class of2014) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Stan Blankenship (Class of2016) 
Rick Boron (Class of2011) 
Stan Boroski (Class of 2014) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014) 
Jim Brown (Class of 2013) 
Less Browne (Class of2010) 
Bill Brubaker (Class of2014) 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Dave Caldwell (Class of2017) 
Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (Class of2012) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008) 
Willie Clay (Class of2011) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of2011) 
Rick Coles (Class of2014) 
Zach Collaros (Class of 2018) 
James Companion (Class of2014) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Sylvia Crawley (Class of2013) 
Andy Cross (Class of 2016) 

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc'Daugherty (Class of2009) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Nate Davis (Class of2017) 
Georgia Dawson (Class of2018) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
C.R 'Dick'Dei (Class of2011) 
Dave Delande (Class of 2016) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010) 
Randy Donahue (Class of2011) 
Charles 'Red' Donley (Class of 2012) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Eddie Drummond (Class of2014) 
Larry Duck (Class of 2010) 
Clyde Eads (Class of 2015) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Amber Ellison w(Class of 2012) 
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
David 'Ty' Fleming (Class of 2015) 
Don Fleming (Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford (Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Tom Franckhauser (Class of 2017) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Rich 'Hoot' Gibson (Class of 2013) 
Cal GilUn (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Class of2013) 
Bill Gompers (Class of 2017) 
Gordon Gordon (Class of2014) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) \ 
Earl Haherfield (Class of 2018) 
Neil Habig (Class of2016) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
John 'Streaky' Hnloszka (Class of2010) 
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Melissa Hammond (Class of2010) 
Jay Handlan (Class of 2016) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
T.J. Hannig (Class of2011) 
Jeff Harrison (Class of 2017) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
William 'Catlish'Hearst(Class of2017) 
Bob Redmond (Class of 2008) 
Art Hehr (Class of 2012) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Brittany Hocker (Class of2015) 
Paul Hoover (Class of 2015) 
wAdam Hoppel (Class of2108) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
John Howell (Class of 2013) 
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012 
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Karrie Hutchins (Class of2014) 
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2007) 
Mike Ingram (Class of2014) 
Alan Jack (Class of2014) 
Bob Jeter (Class of2011) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Rod Johnson (Class of2015) 
Chris Jones (Class of 2017) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010) 
Arthur 'Butch' Joseph (Class of2017) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012) 
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
George Kellas (Class of 2015) 
Jim Kerr (Class of 2014) 
Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012) 
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008) 
John Kirker (Class of 2011) 
Steve Kish Jr. (Class of 2018) 
Bob Koch (Class of 2018) 
George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley (Class of2007) 



OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007) 
Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Class of 2015) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of2009) 
Terry Leggett (Class of 2017) 
Ron Lee (Class of 2018) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Dave Linn (Class of 2016) 
Larry Marmie (Class of 2013) 
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015) 
Scot Maffe (Class of2017) 
Joe Maroon (Class of 2012) 
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011) 
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo Mcconnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011) 
Tim McCoy (Class of2013) 
Eric McGee (Class of2018) 
Mike McLeod (Class of 2015) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Craig Miller (Class of2011) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Pat Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009) 
Bob Montgomery Class of2018) 
Harry "Moo" Moore (Class of 2013) 
James 'Junior'Moore (Class of2014) 
Jimmy Mountain (Class of2016) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
Rob Munn (Class of 2016) 
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Linda Myers (Class of 2015) 
Rick Nau (Class of 2015) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
John Nese (Class of2016) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013) 
Don Osby (Class of 2018) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Ed Pastilong (Class of 2015) 

Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of2011) 
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013) 
Bob Plotz (Class of2018) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Jim Potts (Class of2014) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of2004) 
Duane Powell (Class of 2015) 
Matt Powell (Class of2016) 
Peri Powell (Class of 2013) 
Jack Prettyman (Class of2014) 
Robert Pritchard (Class of2018) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004) 
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of2013) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Gary Repella (Class of 2017) 
Paul Rickards (Class of2014) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Bob Roe (Class of 2014) 
Blaine Rose (Class of 2013) 
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010) 
April Rotilio (Class of 2017) 
Geno Sessi (Class of 2018) 
Larry Shaw (Class of2011) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
Kelly Shields (Class of2018) 
John Simonson (Class of2018) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Mike Smith (Class of2014) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Mike Snively (Class of2017) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Roger Sowers (Class of 2017) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012) 
Chris Starr (Class of 2012) 
Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 2013) 
Dan Stephens (Class of2014) 
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John Stephenson (Class of 2010) 
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008) 
Ross Stoltz (Class of 2017) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Ron Stephens (Class of2018) 
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012) 
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015) 
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013) 
Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015) 
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Jim Thomas (Class of 20013) 
Mark Thompson ( Class of 2009) 
Richard 'Dick'Thurnes (Class of2011) 
Dick Tomlinson (Class of 2017) 
Bill Tucker (Class of 2018) 
Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 2015) 
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013) 
Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016) 
Sharon Vincent (Class of2011) 
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012) 
Keith Vrotsos (Class of 2018) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chuck'Watt(Class of2010) 
Alex Welker (Class of 2012) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Tom West (Class of 2016) 
Ben Wiley (Class of 2016) 
Denver Williams (Class of 2012) 
Ron 'Fritz'Williams (Class of2004) 
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006) 
Quincy Wilson (Class of2011) 
Otis Winston (Class of 2009) 
Jim Wood (Class of 2016) 
Jim Woofter (Class of2016) 
Ron White (Class of 2018) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yaknbowski (Class of 2008) 
Don Zinni (Class of 2013) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'Family') 

s,,f~n~~iift[:{/~: d~;\;~¥:ile':.:1 K~)f~1i~k~~~;~::i~ri~~z~e~sh~:0J3
1'.:%f; {)~~f~'. 

bernhip i11 numerous ha!ls ol fam"e_, indudinu those at Kem State Umversny: the Ohio 
Valley Football C_o:u:hes Assocrntmn: Uppef Ohio Valley Dapper Club; Wc:.t Liberty 
State College; Ohm Athletic Directorn and the Ohm Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Kovalick was sekcte<l as the first rec1p1ent (1976) of the pre:.tigmus OVAC_ Wrestling 
Committees pre.1t1gmus "Mr. Mat Awanl." an h_onor given annually lo an lnd1v1duaJ for 

out~~~n;kcsr~~~:n~ i~1~s1S~~e~~~T~1tW,cii, baseball and wrestlinu_ at both tbe 
intcrco!kgiate and interscholastic level, during an enormously-succcss1ui 28-year 
coadung career. 

Amo~ the athletes he tutored in high school or coll~e were all-time Ohio Valle:· greats John Havlicek, 

~~!~~11 ch:u~~i~h_ft 1Piib~Jif~~IT~1 1n1fea~.?ea;1~ap~~~kh~.
0 ~h~e!~~r1ll~0

~~ ,\~t{v!?/'t,;~1Ji; 
InteK~l!~fi~~e ~ih;;:i~ ~v~~f:~cit~a:1ro~;::;r ~et:~ abt\g 1w~~1i~~ fTo~'::i~;;~~~~l~~,~~dJii~~~;;l;, 

~~~~~1 ~h~nfi;~f s~h~}~~~~d~tii~ecre~l~~~t~~~;;~~-i J12
1
1?i\~1n ~~\j\\i~ :~a~u!~-~iilin~~ie 

1
~:~!iel'J~ 

to win an Ohio state wrestling title ~ince, He coached six individual state champions. 
KO\'alickis other OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsv1lle, Bellaire an(! Weir high ,.:hools. His 1973 

~~ ~:~if:;x:.1~1l J~~b~~-:e~ ~~~e<l~~e~-1~kii~
0
d1~,:~r~s~~~t}::U~li' t~;a;;~~-~Phi~d~{tl~al~ rJ8~tiul 

He was Ov'AC Baseball Director for many yearn and aim direc1ed the cmifr:renc~·s mat dmmp1om,h,p 
event. 

m:i-li~fou~;~~:~Ji~/noa~~n!i~n~\~1;~;}tcio~~;:~~it~vftr a!~rk~o&niz.ed a., a man-c!ou, t\lmpetitor, 

Cal Pokas (Media) 

cufl:tt~~~~~~~\krU¥N ~1:
1tt~:~~1f~rJ;1 t:i~ore~t 1/;~~t r;?ii';;~~:-~tll~ 

per ~6e::_i~~s dl~ l~~lhi. was employed for 40 ve:in at Ti,e Times Leader, induding 
29 memorable yeur:s for Ohm Valley sprnu fan, as tlie sports editor. He a!ru was asmiam 
sports editor, a courthou~ ll!ld poluka! reporter nnd Manins Ferry City Editor. Even afti:f 
his retirement, Cal contmued to contribute to hi~ newspaper's spom page~ with his week-

~~Efu~~ ~1 iuc~~~n~~Y~!~0~~~ ~;!\~ ~o~~sS.~~~k~6frkt~)1lt~l~\:1l'. 
rece~t:b;~ ·=izri~~~fffJ /~ ~:. g:~~tPR::~u hout his care~ and he de\'(lted much 
of his_ spare time to Serving on wmm1ttees for the fudy Mumley Charity Fwtball AlJ,Star Classic, akmg 1,ith 
co_mpi!mg standings for the fomha!l and basketball champiomlnp races. He afoo served on a media rda!H.ms com• 
mmee for tlie bi-state kague. 

Pokas had a term a; premlent of the Ohio Prep Sport, Writers Asaodation, and was c(lmmissioner uf the Obin 
Vallev Baseball League tor 23 years. His rntercm m !he community went bevornl the world of sports as Pubs 
ser.-ffi_ on llll advmiry bM!U for the Salva11on Army; was Belmont C01Jnty Chamnan ol the Multiple Sderus,s 
As,ocmtmn; am! filled a seat on the Mamns Ferry Cini Scn'ice C<mum.ssmn for 32 vcars until his de_ath. 

Pokas" honors wc_re numerous. In _1960 he was presented a Communny Sen:1Cc Award hv Umted Press 
lnternatmna!. The Ohio Prep Sports Wnter; Association named !um Sports Wnter of the Yearm JlJ76 and he was 

gi\"c~r 1~1!1!~f~~;tfu5i1[e'-Oh;~•~ rs;;~~ii~~ ~f~?f~/W~! ~f~:ntJl:~J ~~f &r;;;)~scA~~~\Ji~rll~ti 
of Fame. He also nx:eived scn'ic_e awards from the Ohm Valley Golf Coaches \:~sociaaon, the OVAC. Ohm 
Valley Football O:mches Asi;i_x:1nt:on: Ohm Baseba!! Hall of Fame; and he was hon11red 10 be pn::.senteJ the fin;t 
SportsmanshJp Ethics and lme1;rity _Awanl for the Eastern Di,tri,t hum the OHS AA. P_okas _was a "Mr. Mat"' 

~fr.:1m~~H~re!a~! ~~i~V~~h~1fi~~~~e7c~~~ ~hoenl\'h~~~i~t,ike/t;;!:1 fJ~s~i~!l~~eat!t~r~~~~ii~1i~~•; 
Ill Ohm Valley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

Jim F1Jti was a haskethall coach for 38 years and a head football mentor for 20 '1 
seasons. He already has been inducted mto the City of Whedinl;!, \Vest Vlf;:m1a SjlOm 
Wnlt'!S Association. Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and Jonn Carroll Um\'mity ·s 
Halls of Fame. 

Eri~
0
/i~a) nt;!~~ fi/~~~~~·i·:kri1;.i111;:; wi:!d~ W~!ifn:f'~~!:~/i1Ea~h~lte~n~ 

Bellaire. Overull. Foti posted 466 var:sitr bask.e1tm!I \'iL'torics. all but '.!6 rnm.ing at 
OVAC i;chools. He eoarhed Wan'iood High to seven West Virginia rco-ional drnmp1-
oruhips and his 1967 Viking squad won the state title. In 1976. his finafyear as a head 
coach and the last season before the Oh10 County consolidation. Foti's VikinQs 
mfrance<l to 1he state tourn:unent semifinal.~ before bein_g eliminated. TI1e [975 tc"am played in the ornte 
eh=ionship µme. He ha<l_fivc W.Va. Catholic ti!le-w1iining teams nt Wheclmg Central and guided his 

sq In l~f}!f,i~a:;n:fJ~};~.t~~e~1
;~tt~~!~~~hich lmt by a point while plaving in the Eastern Catholic 

champions!nps held at Newport, RJ. • 
Fmi's football coaching career produced another 124 l'ictories. including a 90-106-3 rcconl at Wanvm>d, 

rJ~j\{~:.Jl!~s 2~~1r~rr:-:~~a~l i~~1~e~~t r:J~~i~i:i ~rJ:rn°i;t~~h~'.i!~h:r!lt1~~:e; i:rl9 tl:;':i1~~1
;~ 

Rochester, Pa .. at Steuben\il!e, 
f'oti also coad1e<l semi-professim1al basketb.:lll for two years a. he dirccted the Whcelini; 1~uritar.s in !9-17 

am! "48. 
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MeCrnn-ille, Alabama; Pete Schnet<. 8'11quesr.e, and Paul Sdme1z, Sorthwe~tmi. A! \h_f\\'ootl he I.mi a rnk 

bn~t1t1;e!::~:3°J(~A;~t~i'H: tfr~~~ t~~~~~;-:ab~;cS1~:h ~)=;1 (WVU). ,md 
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Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Famlly'J 

Samuel ,i. Af11111ley mcnwootl l'niun High School) served two terms - cmcring a 
total of 32 years - as e.xe1.·um·e >1.'l:retary of the Ohio Valley Athletic Confcre11c: 
During the oec(lnd tenn whkh ln>tcd until his <leath in 1999, Mum!ey helped resurred 
the bi-,rote league from the hnnk ofhlmkruptcy to it, i.:urrcnt ~landing as one oflhe g:re.11 
high ,chool confcrcm:es in the emire country. 

Some of the many h1gl1ligh1s frnm hi$_ stewanbhip iridutlctl: Helpinf to establish lb.> 
OVAC Foundation as a ma1or fond-raismg mm for the conference; Sttming !',CA.\ 
cerrificmion for the Rudy Mumle}' OVAC Charity All-Star football C!assi~: Attrac1in;1 
major financial ~poll~\lr'l to support all of the OVAC programs. im:luding the Ba.nqutl ,,r , L,2/.•_, - j_· 

~~TJJ~:{;~~h~;$~JAk)i~~n~~:y ~~~~ho/:hip~'.~t~t~tiifn~
1
~~sal~~ ifa~~l;:w game which was later 

rcnamt-<l as !he Sam"d A. Mllmley OVAC All-Star Bask£1ha!I Clasi;ic. 
Mumley"s resjlOme to a call of <lu1y 11cn1 beyom! the OVAC as he was one of the founders of the ,\-11eeling 

Super Six Commme~, which has hosted the West Virginia state championship fooibll g:lnles at "11eclmg 
Islam.I Stadium slnce !994. He alw helpetl secure the West Virginia ~tate wccer charnplonshirs for the city. 
Five years after his <lea1h. the fruition of anot_her oue of his llieams occurred when an anificia grass pfoylng 
surface was installe<l m Wheeling J;lnnd S:n,.bum. 

uwa~t;~~!~:;~5i~~e/fn~ii,i;tt~~:/in~iF~~{;il~nw~ glr1ci~iI'~~:_.~!n~~:~ts:~t~nA~m~i):t~ 
Dan Man ol the year: OVAC Man (lfthe Year; and Outstarnling West Virginian. 

He was a basketball offidal for 23 yeaf'!. nn assiotant rn:u:h. athletic trainer aml atl:lctic director at several 
area school:,, including Cameron. The Lmaly School and St. ClairsvH!e. He was alw :1 trairier at his college 
alma matc.r, tl1e Uni1·mity of Maryland. along with !he Washini,>ton Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles. 
Mumley served on the stale o! Ohio Iloard of&iuity. was a member of the SL Clair:mlle Boartl of Education 
and a special hmson for the Mental Retardation Board and School of Hope. 

Bill Van Horne (Medfa) 

Hill \i:n llome L\fartin., Ferry High S.-hool), was the dean of Ohio Valle;· sports
writt'l"~ dming a le&endM}' 1:ewspap_er ~=r thnt spanned .~3 ycar:s. 

Van H11me was spurts editor ol The Times Leader for 25 )'ears and the U'JU'din~
Ne.n-Rcgister for 2/i ycan, dufing Whid1 time_ he was rccogrnzed b}' his peers as !ht' 
mosi infmmational and mlluential wnter in Ohm Valle)' history. 

His wmk wiLli 1he 0\'AC over the years was especially imtrumental in the succes~ 
of the wres1Eiig, \rll(:k nnd field and crms-<:m1ntry, Van Home wa:; the secom! recmienl 
~e:~~J~i1¥rt~•~;~~(~t" Awanl in 1977 and he also received the Calvin ,iffin 

His columns, "Van Horne on Sports," were maltcrpkce chrunides of the lives of 
othern.Ai;ianl m hi. field and a rn!e model for aspiring wnters. Van Home was adnured 
and rcs~te<l for his integrity, tle<lication, fairness, knowledge and compassion. 

New~~ f:2Tdi cri~~r~ lh~ntv~~rv:~j~i~ T~,~~i: ~n l~~(~~eef~~fv ~~}:1Ji ,~~~j~n;rrR1A 8i~~~ 
helped those events reuch promin_ence in our area. His backin~lsn was a facmr in ll1e p~farity en~ye<l by 
~~rc~\~itnfooibalth:;ke%~!i~~ah:k:;.~~~s~,,1iecling undcthirds (now th~ 'heelmg. 'aikrs), 

nam~S
1
1~~~~~a~:i~! ~~'!r~~n?~l\'i:: \ei:~~l~~~e~na~~e We~rY-;

1
tn;~rt?t~1i~\

1tfuPYr~r~~i;f~t 
rcceiled the Gene Morehouse Memorial Award for rnntributions rn sportswriting tlm,_ughout the M\luntain 
State: and he wa~ inducicd rntu numerous halls of fame. Among those werc_the Whee!,ng Hall of Fame; the 
Lou Holtz lipper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame; Ohio Baaeball Half or Fame, Minor Leagu~ Pro Football Hal_] of 
Fame and the \Vheelmg-Qg!dmy Tenms Ciuh Hall of Fame. He sen·ed ru; presidem of the We,t Virgmia 
Spons Writers Amx:rniion and was a memher of the Ftmthal! Wnters of America. Biil was the fir:st sports
wriier fmm West Vn-ginia to be clct·te<l lo the Foothall Writers Boan! of Director.,. He u!so ser1·e<1 as state 
dialmmn for the He;,man Trophy .election committee. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coaehe,) 

Richard L. "Dick" P1,tt1 fini,hed his career as the Ohlo Valley"s all-time winnlngest 
baskc!ball coxh with 58\l career victories. 

lndu;.•ted intu the Ohio Bigh Sdllx1l HJJ! of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High School 
Basketball Coad1es Association, Potts coached a total of 40 seasons. all of which 1\hew 
spent in Monroe County. He began in 1951 m Bethel High School. His !95' 
l!ladhuwks came out of the Monroe County hills al wumament time and mhnnce<l all 
the wny to the Ohio Cb,s A state fina!s where they !mt by a single point. At the time: 
the r.t:hool had just )3 huya in grades nine through 12 and all bu! one 11f the male stu
dents was on ll1e hasketbail team. 

In ~even year, nt Bethel, his teams won more than 20 gamc:s five time~. incllliling !he 27-2 miracle team 
thnt pbyed in the state tor.1mament. 

When the sch1ml was 1aken imo the Skyvue comolidation af!er the ".58 campaio,'TI, P,,u.s was nmne<l coach 
oflhe Goltlcn Hawk~ 11here he spent four years before moving on to River Higb in 1%3. He remained at the 
Pilots' helm through ll1e 1991 season. 

The fonner Hannibal High Schoo! athlete was named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohio Paul 
Walker Award, given in memory of Jerry Luca.~• high school coach at Middletown,! Jhio. Walker wns the 
Buckeye State·~ all-tm1e wmningeot coo.ch. 

The navy veteran. Potts wa, the fir.;! OVAC rnach 10 rendi the .:'i(KJ.win plateau in ba,ketba!l. reaching that 
goal wi!h a win over Monroe County rival \Vrn:xlsficld in !983. 

Considered a master 5lrategist and teacher of the game, Pulls may hal'e been at bis best dllfing critical 
situations in post-season play. His teruns won :;even ol'crtime tournament games. im::udlng a nine-OT win 
ad1le1ed hy River against Mori;an in Clas, AA sectional play. 

Evan Reese (OllldaisJ 

Eran Ret$t! (Follam:bee High School) serve<l ns an area high school and college 
arhiter for more thnn 50 years. He also officiutell foot hall in the Canadian League. the 
United Fuothall League and the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. 

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both foot hall and baokelhall officials arul he 
wa, presidem of the West Virginia lnicrcollcgiate Athletic Conference (WVJAC) 
officials in both sport.,. He worked numerous state and conferem:e tournament d1am
pionship events throughom his long nnd swricd career, 

Reese aim was a mcmher of the West Virginia Scrnndary Schoob Aetivitics 
Commission Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Ea~tem District lloanl o! 
Football and Basketball Offidak For many years, he was on the hashthall rules cornminee in the Eastern 
District. 

Today's Ohio Valley official, remember Evan as &omenne 1\lm had a tremendous inl11.lence on up-and 
coming reforees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray come1,n 

A. Wilrn11 Murray {Wheeling High Schou!) officiated high school basketball. fool• 
ball. baseball :md 1rac:k for 30 years, from 1946 through 1975. He uctually began his 
officiating career in 19-12, the }'Car atier he gra1foa1ed frum Wheeling llir,~ School. 
Murray entered the servke in 1942 and did not return home until the after world War 
II hml enik<l. 

lie worked numerous wctionaL district, regiOllal and finals ln Ohio, We~t Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. lie a!so officiated baskethall for 12 yearl! in the Mld-Amencan 
Conference am! lhe West Virginia lnterco!kgiate Athktk Conference. Murray was a 
referee in the old United Football League in the <l:iys of the V.lteeling lronmen 
prnfeaolonal foO!ba!l team. 

He served on the OVAC Executive Boan! and served for 10 years as the commi,~ioner of the bi-state 
kague'.1 baskl:tball officiab._He later wus appointed the OVAC"5 rnmmissioncr of football offaia!s, a post 
he held from 1977 umil reiinng in 1985. In !'177, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio lligh School Athletic 
Association·, Commls,ioners. 

Murray offkiaml sh West Virginia state tournaments and rwo WVJAC tournaments. TI1e former City or 
WhedlngTrearnrer was a tliree.year football am! basketball Jenenrum m \\'heeling High School. He pfayed 
on the Wi!drnh· 1940 state championship basketball team. 

Among the awards he was presented were: Ohio High Schoo! Athletic Association's Meritorious ,\ward 
(1970); a West Virginia Secnndary Schoors Actinties Commission Award for his comrlbu!lons to officiat
ing ln the Mountain Staie; Honorary Ufo Memher,hip in the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Baske1bal] 
Olfaiab (!98!); OVAC Exemplary Sen-ice Award (1981), and an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
Achievement Award (1982). ln 1989. he was selected as the first recipient of the Bobby Duwwn Basketball 
Officials' Awanl pre,ented at the Samuel A. t-.fomky OVAC Charity Bmketbul! Classic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete. 1950,) 

J11h11 ffarlicek (Brldzqmn High Sdmol.Classuf 1958) was a three-sport high school 
hmmree for the Bulldo'g~ who later became one of Ohio Srnie·s basketball greats and 
was se_Jectrd one of!he .50 greatest NBA players. 

In high school. the 6-5, rnocrunder was a two.time All-OVAC Class AA ha,ketball 

pe~{~~~1finr~l:l~~j~~!;;~ ~~!:\i!1J!~~~~l1\ :,;m l~~•~'rn1;'.~~~Wg~irie~<)~~ 
averaged more than 30 ~ints per game !he !asl two seasons. He led the OVAC in 
sconng as a junior wl!h a 31.'l•poim norm, indading a school rei:onl 53 m a 103-IO! , 
overtime wm over Cadiz. 1 

He played it1 the Ohio North-South All-Star game with Jerry Lucas. The two later led 
Ohio State to three straight NCAA champmmfii8~ames indudmfl a title their sophomore ~cason of 1%0. 

al:~es~~:n:~::i~~ ~llo~l~~~se~l:i1ntdv~ter ;i~.~1~rii~~~ipo~1~:1:::.is and hatted ()\'CT .400, He 
In football. the All-OVAg yuarte!huck was remnted by several college~ induding Ohio State and West 

Vi;t/18t;,, St.ate, the DuckeJ'es were 78-6 during his !hree varsity busketball seasons an<l he twke earned All

Bif1J;1ic~~t;:1hcee~ii~l
1
~;fl chnice of the NBA Boston Ce!tks and was alw se!~ted bv lhe NFL Cleveland 

Browns even !hough he never played _in rnllege. fk p!a;·etl a few exhibition games a~ a Wide recd\'er with the 
Browns helore repnrtmg to lhe Celtics, where he woU!d become team captam und ha1·e hi.<; No. 17 jemy 
retired. 

Nicknamed "Hom.lo". lfovlicek retired in !978 after 16 NB/I i;ea!Kms indud~ eight Celtic championships. 

~~•t/TKlO';~~nr::·i~eli; -~~~s;;~i\.~ ~~:~; !~~~it1i~1::rJ~~:u:~:r~;1 tad ;r;}!':f ~~ %~~!~~;~:~ 
gBi,s;J~~l;nn~~fe\~~\sifa?i·J!l~!~~a~~w~:s~i;t,1:~f'.'11~s~rm

1
e
11
:i:r1,n:;,u~d~&hiu\~l~t;bapper 

Dan and Ohio State Halls uf Fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete. 1960,) 

Sill~~![ !li:'fiA?~~~Jt1~ ftiu~~I~i~1h~.f(?u
6J1

ch~~i:~:r;~re ~ha:i~ 
first block athlete to wm an Ohio state mat crown (!959) when he emerged as !lie l 12-
pound titfaL He then finished third m the 1%0 >lllle tournrunent and won the 127-pound 
L'mwn m a senmr. 

An A!l•OVAC football p!:ivcr and the conference □ass AA captain ns a 140-pournl run-
ning back in 1960, Douglas • . 

He wrestled two )·earn a • • NA!,\ champiomhip 

~nioctit~~~~ l S~!t~hirD~;~ 
in 1he fwcup 11nd captured a . _ !964 NCAA team ut!e. 

Also as a rnmpe!llllt', he WOii five national champmnsh1ps am! a p:iir of U.S. O~·mptc Trials title~. He had a 
fourth•place le:)therwei~11 finish at the 1%4 Tokyo Olympics nnd he c~uwd the lJ .5. freestyle lca!nat the !%8 

~~:1inr!'!~:tir 11K i ;':o/~Yfi.'tl~~~~ ~~~.~n~!~,a~~r\3 t~pP~~1; t~a~~i~. - Douglas compiled 
Still _recugnix.cd as one ol the nation's outl~ng wrestlm.i; coaches. Doog!as lw.i been at the lnwa State 

Uni\'eml\' helm for 14 vears nml hecame JU.SI the fourth Dwision I mentor to reach the 400,victory plate:m m 
January ilf2(J03, Hecooi:hed the C1'done, to lOtop-10 al the natmnal final,. He alw had ronner-uptemns m 1_996, 
2000 a_ml 2ll02, In 20JO, he. was selected lhe Nauona! Wrestling Coach of the Year. He has pl1!UUCed m natmnal 
dmmpmm. J'l l'Onference llllim and 2.5 AU-Amencans at Iowa State, Before tak1ng nl'er the C\'chmes' progr,11J1, 
Douglas built a drnasty at Anmna State, From !97.5.-92. he gimled ASU to nine e1mference mfe an(! nine top•![) 
NCAA team fimShes. mdudmg lhe_schoors first national dllllllpion.1h1p in 1988. While with the Sun De,·ib, he 
hm! three national mdiv1dual Hile wmners. 37 conference chumps anti 5l! AJJ .. Americans. 

lie was head coach of the !99.! _U.S. Ol}1npic frecm·le team that competed m Barcelona, S!,)l!in. AU I_O ofhi5 
wrestlers placed among the top JU m their respet.1JVe wi:ight cla~i;es. Douglus has been ou the IJ.S. co:IChmg sllllf 
for fil'e other Oll'm/uic.1. 
llal?~~~~·~rui~!~~~~~~ u::fI11'f1~i"ra~~ing Hall of Fame. the NA!A Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Athlete - I960sJ 
Ron "Fril:" WilUams (Weir Hizh, C!as.1 of 1_96-1) was a four .. year. _three.sport stand

out for the Red Riders. lie led Wm to !hree otrnight srnte ClassA.-\A title ,games indml-

(t)~~ .. ~~~~i~~ 1dr6J~~,~½;/~~i~· -~~~1l~~\~~;;;~~1t~Je~t si~~e i~l~e cra!?1\'.~ 
haskefbal! plavcr was a!so_un An.ov.{c and All• West Virgima ftl01b.alfend in !963 anJ 
the OVAC anil We,1 Virgmrn Regton 1 sprint dmmpion m Ille JOO, 220 and 440-yard 
events in 1964. 

The fi-.3. l85•pound Williams was the fin;t African•Amerirnn tu be named first team 

~~ ~1r,~~:;;g~~i~~~~i
1
1~a;~i~(!d 

0
{Jo1h;a~~r~o1nft~ ~he~s~~O{A~ ,t,J;~dhf~1! 

rei:ortl -and _al'eragcd 30.<J a, a semor and 30.l as aJunklf. He ~cITTeil a school•record 
55 rv1in_ts agarnst E.ast Livcrprn1!. He was named All .. Amerka b}' Am,de am! Slho/astfr Coad, magar.ines. 
Si'h~;~i;ti~c:;~iha Aif.~~::r~tan;~ t~~ii~~.C!ass AAA slllle champitmsh1p football team and was aU,itate and 

He played on two OVAC C!as:1 ,J.A title basketball teams (1962 and •~) and the !961 O\'AC 1r_ack ch.nm• 
pinnship squad. The fim Afrkan-Amencan recruited !o p!~y basketball _at West Virg_ima llniv_emty, he still 
hold_s sea,on and career asrn;t rernrtls while averaging 20.! points for his career -~mh best m history and 
leadmg the team in scoring am! asmts three year,;. Onlt 11,0 WVU p!aver, ~ Jem West and "!lot Rod" 
Hund!e~ - combined for more p,;,mts nnd as.mt.1 thun Williams. a three .. fime A!J.So\lthem Conference hon• 
oree and a ~eL·ond team All-American. 

TI1e two-time team captain 1s a member of the All-Time WVU team (1966-7.5 era) and }till; been imlucted 
into the WVU S_ports JfaU of Fame as well as Ille West V1f'![inia Sports 'Hal!' and the Upper Ohio Valley 
D~ppcr Dan 'Hall'. He was the ninth overall NBA draft pick m 1968 h}' the San Francisco Warriors und was 
also tlraftell in the ABA fiftli round hy the New Orlearis Buccaneers, DeW{e not [laving college football, he 

is 'mf1~i~~Wi~ri1.1 ~~~SJ'nt~;~{:~s ll: Wi!1!ii~~bhe Wa~o~~!~~~i~ the (Rf/,;:~l~~··t~t~~ ~1S ~~~?th 
the Los An2eks Lllkers. He_scored 4,797 cnreer JXltllts and_ had ! ,818 career assm~. He died, at age 59, Otl 
i~fila~/~~!;~.a~{,home m California. The road near !us We1rton thildhood home named 'Ron (Fritz) 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete - 1940s) 

Ktn Akul (Yorkville High Sdmoll was a 5-7, !55•pound lm.1kethall guard from 
194749. He still holds !wo all•tiine OVAC scoring recnrds- l ,142 points in J.! games 
as a senior and a career per•g~me point average of JI .0 for 66 games. 

lie was the first OVAC player m score 2£)()() career points !2,()47) after averaging a 
then.recnrd 3.5.7 points a game and selling a mark of 70 poinrn, including 31 goals. 
against Shadyside as a 1948-49 senior. That effort pmmpted the na1iona! expo~ure in 
"Ripley"s Belie\·e-lt-Or-!'101.'· 

lie al:;o scored 65 points \'S. Adena and 55 points vs. Di!loova!e in hack-to-b&·k 
games. In one game,he cimverted 16 straight free throws As a junior, Alessi ~cured H-15 
points in 30 games. 

,\ two-time All,OVAC Class A nnd AII-Ohiu Class B honoree, he Wil..\ the leading ;-ote-get!er in ·49 11hen 
he was selected Ohio's □ass B Pla;:er of the Year. 

A three-sport prep srnndout, be was an A!I-Eastem Ohio foo1ha!l player as a two-way back and kicker, am! 
he was a shortst\lp·pitcber in baseball. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he p!a;·ed lhrec seasons ( !950-52) nnd wa.1 the starting puim guard 
two years. He led the team in assists as a wphumore while p!nying with 6-9 All-America Mark Workman. 

In 1951,he scored 2J points in a home win O\'er Wake Forest am! tallied 18 in a 77-73 \os~ ut Duke, whkh 
featured All•Amcrica guard Dick Groat, a fumre Pirtoburgh Pirate infielder. 

,\!essi ser\'ed us head ba.1ketba!l coach the final 12 seasom ( 1961. 72) for alma mater Yorkville High before 
consolidation. His best rerun went 18·3 in 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC Class A crown. The '70 
team feamred Ornck Saus, who would smpass A!e~si's career point total. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 1950s) 

Bill Maumski (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1954) is best kn01rn 
for his haseball feats, but the 5-l 1 b:c,kcthall center ul:;o le<.I the OVAC in mning will1 
a 27,6 per game uvernge as u ~enior und was a IWD"time All-OVAC roundball si:kc!ion 
nnd !11~-year basketball slllrter. He earned sernnd team All-Ohio Cbss A reco1,'llition 
as a semor. 

A four•year baseball standout as a shortswp•piteher, Mazemski led Warren 
Conrolidated to t11e 195J Ohio Class A (larges! clasa) baseball finab hefure falling, 
2·1 !{) Cincinnati Purcell. Mulemski pitched a four•hiner in u losing cause. 

The athlete, known as "Catfish" as o youtli und "Mai" during h!S pm playing days. 
le<l Warren Con!K1\iduted to four stniight OVAC Ohio-side hascball tides. The team was 
rnoched by Al Durazio. 

Signed by the Pirt,hurgh Pirates out of high school and summer, .and lot baseball, !lie Rush Run nat!ve 
was in the major leagues in !956 and became a !0-time AU.Star second ba~eman from 1956-72 with the 
National League team. lie won eight of the first !O second base Gold Glove fielding awards. 

lie played in 2,163 games and colkctetl 2JJ16 hits hut his best known feat is hitting game seven 1960 
World Series ,~inning home run \'ersus the New York Yankees. He still lmlds some major league fielding 
records for double plays and ussists. The Pirnteu retired hls jcf!ley No. 9. 

Mazemski was inducted into the Ba3cbal! Hal! of Fame in 2001 arnl also is enshrined in !he Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dilll Ila!], the Ohio Baseball Hall m1d the Pennsylvania Sports Hall. 

Buckeye Local High Schoo!. a conso!illation which includes Mazeroski's alma mater, named it1 high 
school field in his honor and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Run childl1ood home north ofTilton~ville is 
known as "Bill Mau,roski Highway.~ 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete. 1960,) 

Allan ll11myak (St. John Ccntrnl Hifh School. C'lass of !969) was he1;t kMwn us a 

~~~~~t~i~i!:= i:nn:te ;cl~~~ ~~~ta!i~~h:nc~i:~cli~rs~itfi~ 
1~!:~~ 

p1tder in ha\.eball. 
A 6-1 JIIS-pound !ong .. rnnge shoo!ing guard in_ !lie era prior to the three-pointer, 

Hornyak led the OVAC and the otate _of Ohm Ill sconng his last two seasons with an all
time OVAC record 42.7 avera£e as aJunmr plu~ a 41.95 i;enior norm_ 

1~\!.; \~nh~~· :i~;1.i~, 1Jei:ri~Ji1X ~:~:·i~~i~~~9
!ftt1~rfo;r;i~ W1 ~ 

296 free throws. 
The two-time A!!•OVAC and All-Ohio eager set the OVAC record of 86 puints, indud• 

inµ 40 guals, 111 a 1969 win O\'C! Tilt,ms\·ille und he scored 61 pomts the nut night again,1 rim! Bellaire. 
He s,;ored at least 50 ('(!inti in a game 14 times and ended h1£ 80-gamecarecri,tith a tliet1 OVAC record 2J85 

points. The lnsh won back-to-back OVAC Class AA busketooll tides mduding a 20-2 overall record in 1969. 
lfa scoring_ efforts resulted m articles in S,?f,rt mueazme, the New fork 7iines und S~r~ 1/!usrrntnl 'Faces ~~!1~5'r~t"t tl!~~h~!l~d Srho/astic Coarh A! •America honors nnd his No. 20 me baskethull iersey 

In footbalf. St, John's also won an O\'AC crown with a 9-1 recnnl in 1968. with Hornyak as un A!l-OVAC 
quarterback. He passe<.I for 1-1 tomchduwns that seas,m. 

Ra.:rmted for ru!'ikcthall by numerous rnileges, he O[lled for The Ohio State University where he led die 
DuckeI~S in scoring. three otraight years and earned All-Big Ten C1Jnforence hunors each year and All-1\merica 

rel·;rin~f~o~J !;i::'s.:hool"s fourth a!l:time career scorer with l .572 points in fi9 games and ls a member uf 
11

J1~~;Jta1~a}r~ke::~~i:n
1
Ja~\c°f.f~fiMl overall, of the NBA"s C!eieland Ca1·alim. He wus also 

dr.1fted by the AB,\ lrulwna Pacers in !he fifth round. hot didn·t rnmpete in the pro ranks. 

Doug Donley (Athlete - 1970s) 

Doug Donley (Cambridge High School, C!nss of 1977) was a tliree.spt1rt standout, 
eu-ellmg in football. tr.ick and basketball and earning the nickname "White Lighming" 
for his blazing speed. 

On the gtidmm, D(mky was a lhree•year letterman at running back for the Bobcats, 
finishing 11·1t11 a career total of2.'i72 rushing yards. He also had 226 yards receil'ing and 
l .028 yards in kkk returns for a career all-purpose yardage total of 3,826 yards to go 
with 31 TDs. 

Don!e.fs football acculudcs induded first team AU-Ohio Class AAA ( !976) by both 
11,e Assodmcd Prrss and United Pren lnterna1i,m,1l; Eastern District Class AAA 
"Player of the Year" (1976); and first team A!l-OVAC Class 4-A (1!J76). 

In trnrk. Donley won the OVAC CJas.1 4-A championship in the long jump as a junior (l97(i) with a leap 
of 21 ft. 25 in. and was a douhle•wimm at the conference meet aJ a semor 1197?) •· winning the kmg jump 
(21- 10.75 and the 220-yard dash (22.4 sewnds), helping the BoOCats to the OVAC team lltle. 

He earnOO AU-Eastern Di>trict in the 100-yard da1h und was recugnized as a high school All-American in 
tr.ick. 

Aho a standout in ha~ketball, Donley wa, bumpered by a shoulder injury but still managed to s,:ore 10 poinrn 
per conre,t and had a schoo\ .. reconl 17•assist game. 

Widely recruited for football. Donley attended The Ohio Slllte University and earned first team AIJ .. Big Ten 
11nd honorable mencionAl!-Amerirn act()!ades at wide recelver(l9&0). Ile rank.I among the Brn:kele~• all•time 
lending re.:ti\'ers in se1·ernl categories, mclut!ing career yards per catch (21.2, secnnd); yardage (2,..52, fourth]; 
touchdowns (!6, fifth): and receptions (!06, tie<l for ninth). He kd the team in roceptioos from 1978-80. 

Donley was a scmml rourul drnti choice ufthe Dallas Cowboys in 198!, playing four years in the NFL. He 
caught 55 pa.s.1es for 898 yards nnd four TDs. 

Jnducte(! int() the Cambridge High School Hall of Fame, Donley is pre~itlent of Advantage Golf Tournament 
Services in Ailili.1011. Texas. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete - 1970s) 

Tim Sµncer (St. Clairsville lli,!!h School. Class of 1979) ranb with the f'l'enteSI 
running backs ever to grace Ohio Valley high school !,'ridimns. Spencer -- who plied his 
trade for legendary cweh Geurge Strager - rushed for ~ome 3,144 yards nml 50 touch
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid car~r. 

As a senior. the Para.le All-American gained l JJ70 yards and scored 28 touchdowns 
whde his junior numbers totaled l ,280 ru,hing yards and 18 toud1downs. Spencer"s top 
prep game came as a seni\lr when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns 
agamsl Manins Ferry. All told, he scored 40 points in that contc.1t. 

He was awankd All-OVAC and All-Ohio football honor. following his Junior and 
senior .eawns. 

Spencer also pfayed ~ke!ball aml nm trm:k for the Re<l De,ils, excelling in the 100- aml ~/l1Hnctef11. 
Alier his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbus to pfay for Coach Earle Bruce "s Ohio St:1te Bui:keyc~. 
The 6-!, 210•poumler was a lhree"year staner for !be Buckeyes. He fini,hed hi, career w11h 3,553 yards 

whkh still ranks third on Ohio State's all••time ru.1hmg charts. 

Ali~i~cTu~eio~~r~ifJ~na~nd ~.:1~gse~o:~~~i! 'tit1 ~f1'.l~~~~i:~~h~~~! ~~ !hte~~~~n. lie was acconkd 
He served as the Bud.eyes' co.captain as a senitn and was votell !be team _MVP that year. He was aho named 

MVP of the lfoliday Bowl as he rushed for 167 ymtls and two TDs in osu·i 47.17 win. 
Spencer wa~ the second player selcrred in the United States Football League (l!SFL) draft by the Chicago 

Blitz. After a three-year L'SFL stint. he signed with the San Dkgo Chargers where he >tarted for four Fars at 
fuliback. 

He gained more than 5!Xl0 rushing yards and !<Cared 45 touchdowns a~ a professional. 
Spencer 11crwd as Ohio State':; running bacb coach from !994 1hmugh the W03 season. He kfl the 

Buckeye~ for an assistant's mle with the Chicago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete . 1980s) 

Mitch Hannal1s (Skyvue High School. Class of 1985) was the e8tome ofa winner in 

~/;~ ~::~:!i:i!th~k~~h!ir'~~Jg~~~r. sparked !he tiny ~olden Hawks (O the 

In basketball, Skyvue made the Ol!SAA Mate tournament in llanmlhs· junior and sen
ior seasons, finishing as tlie Class A nmner.up in 1984-85, He was sel~!ed first team 

~;~iD~ri,r~\ro~ic~i<l'.!.[No:e~ ~~~~ Co~f=~ 
1h~~:;::. n~~1~:;~~: 

\Jo'~~ ~~~~h!d :~~~::;:t{~j;;: ;1:~:i~~ll(ming a seniur season whm the 5-

In bru:ehall, t consistent-hitting and sure-handed sho1mop helped the Ha11ls to !he 
Ohio Class A state championship a.1 a senior ( 1985) as well as the DVAC and PVC titks. l!e earned firn team 
All-Ohio, All-Eastern Dmrkt. All-OVAC and All-PVC honor.1 and was .elected for the Ohio Baseball Ail•Star 
Series. 

He also recei\'Cd All-Eastern District. All-OVAC and All-PVC acco!ades follouing hi> sophomore ( !983) 
and Junior { 1984) seasons. 

Alter J,!raduation Hannahs_p_ulled off a n1re "double" when his w11ege team - !ndiar.a S1a!c Unher.ity 
adrnnced to the NCAA Div1s10n I College Wmld Series in 1986 and that same season. he pfoyed far the 
Maynard Post 666 team which adrnnced to the American Legion World Series. llannahs was \'otcd MVP of 
tlie regional tournament tllll! season and won !be Louisville Slugger Award for the highrn baning aYerage in 
tournament pfay. 

At Indiana State, llamlllhs was a three-time A!l•Miswuri Valley Conference p,::rfonn~r (!987-89) and was 
an NCAA Division I All-American following his senior year (1989). 

He was a 16th round draft pick of tlie Mdwat!kce Brewers. playing in their forn1 sy,1em from 1989-93 
Hannahs i~ currently athletic director and h_ead baseball coach at Lincoln Trull College in Robinson. Illinois. 
He previomly coached for sewn year, at his alma maier - Indiana St:1te University, 

Geno Ford (Athlete. 1990s) 

Geno Ford (Cambridge High School. Class of I 'l93) achie\'ed the ultimn!c b(mor 
of n high school baskethall player in the srnte of Ohio when he was selected "Mr. 
Basketball" following his ~enior ~easun. 

The 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stellar four-year career wHh the Bobcats n~ Ohio"s 
second al!-tirne leading scorer with 2,680 points which also ~!ands us the OV,\C"s 
all-time high-water mark. 

Ford's name alw appears in the OH SAA record book in the following categories: 
288 free thrt:,ws made in a season (1991-92). firs! al!-1ime; 697 free throws made in 
a career (1989-93), first all-time; and 928 points in a season (l99! •91i, ~e\'enth 
all-time. 

Pfaying for his father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno earned AU-Ohio Oi\'i.1i<Jn 
II first team accolades following both his junior and senior seasons. lie was also a two-time ,\!1-Eastem 
Dtstrict Division II "Player of the Year'' and two-time All-OVAC Clas~ 4-A first team pick. 

Ford went on lo become a four-year !e1terman ut Ohio Unil'ersity, earning All-Mid American 
Conference second team honors as a junior (1996) and first team plaudits as a senior (1997}. He i5 the fiJih 
a!l-time leading scorer at OU with 1,751 points. One of the most popular players at OU, Ford helped t!1e 
Bobcats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance during his career. 

Following l,'!aduation. he served as a graduate US$[stant {1998"99) and assistant coach (1999-2001) at 
Ohio Univet11ify: was head toach for one season at Division 11 Shawnee State Unlver.ity (10lll-02), 
leading his team to a 22-JO record and earning American Midea,t Conference "Conch of the Year"' 
honors: served ll$ an ussisUUJt coach at Kent State Universi1y since the 2002-03 ~ca>on. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlete· 1980s) 

Amy Gamble (John Mar.1ha1l High School, Class of 1982) is one of the Ohio Valley's 
greatest female uthktc, of all time, Gamble exi:dle<l in three spom - bmketball. track 
and women"s handball. 

She ~came Marsbll Coumy·s fir,t Olympian 'when she competed wirh lhe l\S. 
Women·, Handball Team in the 1988 Games held in $<:{JUL Korea. Earlier, the U.S. 
Women were crowned a., champiom of the Pan American Garnes 

Gamble was selected us the Wes! Viri;:inia Women\ Ba~ketball Player of the Year in 
1982 after leading John Manhull 10 the state Clm;:, AAA champiomhip. She avcrage<l 
1J points and 18 rcbuunds on a ~2, l record team l\hich a\'engcd it> only loss by def ea!" 
ing Elkins in !he state finab. Captain uf the All• State Team. Gamble was a twtHime Clas~ AAA fir:;Heam hon
oree. She was chosen All-OVAC and All-Valley three ,traight years. 

She wa, the firot JMJ!S i;irls' baike!ball performer to score more than lJl!Xl points and the initial Monarch 
athlete to have her jer,ey retired. She ~cored l.498 •-areer points. Gamble was ranked as the No. 4 gtrls' 
basketball player in the coumry her ~niot wa1on \\hen was named to the l'arade, Str.·er & Smith and US,\ 
Ii!day All•Amerkan tenm.1. 

Rem1ited hy Tenne,see, she pfay~d as n bad:up on the !Y83 Lady \his' SijUad that bishe<l a.1 lhe NCAA 
tournament runnen,-up, losing to the C11eryl Mi!ler"!ed Southern Cal powerhouse She Id I TennesM.>e at the end 
uf th.it ,eason and tranafcm-d to West Virginia Unh·ersity but played ju.,t one se~stin before deriding to try 
team handball. 

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gan1ble returned tu basketball and emulbl at lhe University of 
Anmnn. Despae having ju.,1 one seaaon of d1gibil!t:y remaining, Gamble was the ccam·s leading scorer and 
she earne,:I Pacific- !O Cor.fcren•'t) player of the week laurels. 

lier hi;h sdmul trad, c;,n:er Wll! also briiliant, as Gamble set numerous lnvita!iona! mc~t and OVAC records 
in the shm put and !he ilihl:ll.l. She e,tahli,hed all-time OVAC standards in both events and was a West Virginia 
~rnte diampinn ir, 00\h enms. She was a three·tirnc All-Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie~Stokes (Athlete· 1980s) 

ricki l'ullie•Stokes (Welh"ille High School. Class of 1987) is believed by many 
Wellovilk re~ident.s to be one of the greatest athletes in the schoo:1n history. attested to 
by her indm:tion as :i member of Wdls\·ille High School"> Athletic of Fame inaugural 
Clas~ of 2txl4, 

During her high school career, Pullie-Stokes colleded 15 first-place finhhes at !he 
annual Cal Giffin OVAC Track Champiom.bips and ~he was sekcied as the area "Trnd.: 
Athlete of lhe Yeaf" three times. She also earned both All-Valley and AH-Eastern Di.1tric1 
laurel, four times each. She was a two-time long jump champion at the Ohio high school 
>tale meet and was n n:nner .. up in the 200 meters. 

In rnlle}ha!l, she wa.~ twii:c ~elected as the team MVP aml earned All-Area (three 
limes), All-Eastern Distritt (twice),and AH-OVAC (rwi,:e). Three limes ohe was named to the All-Columbiana 
County team. 

In baskcthall. she kd the 1987 Lady Tigers to the state finals. Her 27-1 record Wdbville team ended one 
of the nation·s longest bm,ketball srre:iks at 108 uhen the Tigers defeated West Holmes in tournament play. She 
!<Cored more than ! .400 poims and collected more than PP !llXl rebounds uhile helping lhe Tigers to a lhrce
\'Clli" record of 66-8. Puliie.Stokcs was chooen OVAC "Player of 1he Ycur'' that season and was a twtHime 
!\Ji.Ohio honoree. She aiw earned All-Valley and AH-Area recognition three times each on the hardwood. 

All told. ohe won 11 ,·unit} letters and wus sek,tcd a.~ the American Legion 1987 Ohio State "Athlete of 
the Year·· She wem on rn play collegiate bsketball at Ohio State and was a member of the 1989 Buckeye~• 
,quad tliat won the Big Ten Conforence championship. She gained penmnal honors ,,lien in !990 she was 
sekt:1t:d a.s Ohio State\ h.e,t defcnoive pbytr. team MVP and Big Ten honorable mention, Twke. Mle was 
designated us !he wnfrrcnce"s pbyer of lhe week. 

A!Mitionally. Pullie emied a ~old me<lcl with the Nonh Te.am in the 1989 U.S. Olyn:pic Festival, held in 
Nonnun. Okla. 

Stephanie Petho {Athlete. 1990s) 

Slcphanie l'etfio (St. fohn_ Ccmral. Class of !991) remain> the measuring stick for 
female basketball greatness m the OVAC. 

The Fighting Irish threc-~pons lumi11ary re•wrote the St. John Central nnd OVAC 
scorin11 boob during her career on Guernsey Strect.1l1e 5-7 sharpsh\loter finished 
her four.year ~areer with 2,(lfl7 points whid1 is first in conforenc~ annals and still 
rank, >ixth in the slate of Ohio. 

Pe1ho was accorde(l fim-tcam AII-OVAC all four years. The Bellaire native 
earned A!l-Ohio honors three years,culminating: by heing named the S!ale"s Dh'ioion 
JV "Player of the Year"· following a ~eason in which ~he averoged a st:lggcring 37,J 
points a game. 

As ajunhir, she tallied 3.5.9 points per game in leading her Lady Irish teammates to a 22-3 record a berth 
in the OHSAA regional tournament. She was named first 1eam All-Ohio after =ring 9IO P?ints that 
winter alone. Pelho l\,ice crach(\ the 50-point plateau in a game, scoring 57 ngain,1 Shru:Jy,ide and 56 
against Toronto. 

The 1wo-year starter at the LTnilcr~ity M Pittsburgh carrie(l SL John Central to four OVAC dmmpi
omhips in ba.1keth.n!I and an 01·craU 75- Hi record. Pctho was no one->pol1 wonder. ,,!so starring in vol
leyball and traL'k during her prep career. She earned All-OVAC in voUeyball her juni"r and senior years. 

In !raL'k, Peth.o is nne of the valley's a!Hime great throwers, earning fi\'e OVAC gold med.ab in the 
weight e\'ents - three in the discus and two in the ohot put. Petho tossed the platier a ;chool-record 
!2!-7 en route to a regional champiombip and a third-place showing in the ,tale rnert as a junior. 

She capped her high ~chool career by being named co-valedictorian of her seniortl,!s~ and she went on 
tu bernme an Academic All-American at Pin. While there, she !ed the team in sconng in the 1994-95 
,eaoon. became the career free throw percentage leader (81.4) and i> 14th on the al!-1ime !<Coring bt. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

Rwly Mumley (Wheeling High Sch_ool, Clais <>f 1936). lf Rudr Mumlcy"$ heart was 
measured by the size of hi~ love for his fellow men and women. it never could hal'e fit 
inside his body. 

Mumlc;·. an edurntor. adminimator. humanitarian. dymnnk on::anizer and diarity 
fund-raiser, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohm Valley m many <lifferent, but spedal 
ways. lie wns a !\>n-time president, charter member of the conference·s Foundauon 
Board, !a'.ef\'ed on the footha!l and basketball rnmminees and was the ori;aniur and lung• 
ume game director of the Ohio-West Virginia Charitv Football Classic, The mid-sum
mer all-s!ar football dash was renamed in his honor In l<Jl!6, He also !a'.ef\'ed as OVAC 

~~_'~~~~~f~1~J ~~: l;t;~·~\~~~~~ {~~fi!~n~~;~ t~!e~:T!f~~1n~il,~~f~d\,,tt~~sored contest in l 972. 

H\a~~ar::1: ~f~Jl{£-hc~1~~t11
l~1?.~Ji~11:~.fw~;tu~~n\tate College with a mct.1ter"s degree from 

WVU. Mumley served in the Air force durin.~ World War II and wa, rec_alled during 1he K(lrean conl1kt. 
I-le tau~ht at Powhatan, Shudy11de and Smithheld lligh Sc·hools before bemg arpointed principal at Warren 
Cimsn0dated H1i;h in Tiltomville in 1964. Rady !mer sen:ed as rn11c1pal at Yorkville H,gh. later. when the 
Urn:keye Local School Dimkt was formed, he became prmdpa at Bm:keye South and remained there unul 
his retirement in l<J79 

Mumley, who was born in 1918 and died in 1999. also pru\·ided great ~ef\'ice to the Urper Ohio Valley 
Dapp,::r Dan Club aml llil college alma mater, West libt,11y State. Rudy was a membe, o the Dapper Dan 

~!'~o~~;!~~\~~:.!~~1!~-i: ~;; f;~ a,u~i::,~~J:1i~~-~-h~i~xi;!;1~J/iWJ~{ }!":l,;•[~f i /: ,~~;;: 
r.Jt-nt of 1J1e Hiilt(Jf'fl<'n,' Alamm ,\s;ociatinn and tbe Foundafom. Among the numerou, honor. he received 
ir.dnd.:, lhe Rohm McKelvey A,;:irJ and Man of 1he Year honors from the Dapper Dan Clnb; \\1.SC Gold 
~ml B:a-k Achievemem A_"an! and !be Colkge l're:.illen!"s A\\ard. along with the Wa,wood Lhms C!ah"s 
C1uzen of !he Year Award m 19lil 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons (OVAC 'Famlly') 

Agnes Timmons /Sdo High School, Class of !942). lllis Octogenarian strutet! coach
ing pidrnp girl>' basletball teams at Barnesville High Sdmol m 1946 \\hen th.ere were no 
sd100.1!->anctiunetl giils' programs fnr member !M:hool~ ot the OVAC. She wns a i,-:irh' 
physical et!ucation leader at the time, nftcrha,ing gr.ulllllted from Denison University in 
Gram-ille, Ohio. 

Timmons consi<lered it pm1 ofhcr job ai u phys e<l tea-her to orgwiize whate1·er athletic 
teams :;he could because ~he wanted the girl, to ha\'e some competition and e~ri:ence the 

:a!i~fu~~;~ ~;\:~~~~~~:; f11~it;~u~h~l~it~;~i;:_c~~y ~: h~~% hi~tl;~i~11o~~ 
offn~~i~: fuft~~~~'l::119~~0

1:ihhig~~~~\~sg u family. After ha\'ing four rhiklren, ohe returned to her 
teaching anti coaching career at Bames.-il!e i11 [%2. Timmons rnad1ed volleyha!! ll!ld basketball even !hough it 
wasn't until June of 1972 thal Tit!e IX was cna,;teJ,JemanJmgequal sports oppo11Unities for girls.She was a5keJ 
by then OVAC executive secret.a!)' Sam Mumley to hos! anJ serve ru <lirei:t\lr of !he first conference \'olle}'ball 

f=h!0t9~I'-s%~=r~~~~ih~ d~~i~~1
~-: ~::i1J~1;.1m~i~~1

:tifh~r'~ti=~c':~~~~n;i: l9rl .Si~ 
also ('\lached softball for one year 1\htn her daughter played berause the talented y01Jth nJs;,:1 wanted to compete 
ru a member of the track _nnJ fielJ team. TI1e oelmol district would only permit that to happen ii Timmons roached 
both sports, which she did. 

Even totlay, Timmllm remains do~ ID the Bame~vmc athletic program.1flmugh this past season, she served as 
the announcer for the Shammcks' boys and girls ba,kctba!I game!.. as well as for the home volleyball match~. She 
nlso hns been the announcer and part of the commlltee for the OVAC volk; b;ill toumamen! fornvcr 30 Y=· l.a,t 
wintcr, the then 80•year•llld Timmons was called hack imo the coaching ranks when Bames,·11!e needed someone 

m Ihir i:t ~:;~~-:1
~~~~::t~J!~ i::'b~t~ii~':J ::fe~i'~cl1~

1
~
1GJr: ~J~,~~nc~~ district. 

Bob Burton (Coaches) 

Robert U', (Rob) Burton (Magnolia High Schoo!. Cfass of 1957) c(iuchell reveral 
spons at Paden City High School. but 1s mo>! rememhcr for a sparkling 38-yeur 
career as heud boy,' ha.1ketba!l coach (1%3·2001) where he amassed u record of 
554.327 

During his tenure. the Wildcats won 21 sectional dmmpionships: eight regional 
titles; finished us state runner.up twice (l97l and '82) and captured the West 
Virginia Clas~ A championship twice (1973 and "87). Paden City had 28 winning 
seamns under Bumm, including nine 20•win campaigns. and won five OVAC Cills~ 
A drnmpion~hips (1971, '75, '92, ·93 nnd '94). 

llurton received the West Virginia "Coad1 of the Year" honor in 1986 and was selected 10 coach ln the 
OVAC All-Star Daskethall Classic ~e\'eral times us well ns the West Virginia North.South All.Star Game 
in 1987. He was a member of the West Virginia Basketball Oiaches Association, the State Coaches 
Commiuee aml the OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Bumm also ser..-ed as nn assi,tanl coocb in football at Paden City for 18 yeru-s, serving on the Wildcats' 
stllff during two ~tate champiunsh·:r ~easons (!970 and '79); c1Jached truck for more than 30 years. 
winning ~everul OVAC Oass A an lntra,Srnte League dmmpionships; cuadied cms1 country for two 
yeru-s and golf for one ~euson: was assistant baseball coad1 for three years; and spent more than a dernde 
as athletic director. 

As an athlete. Burton was a lhree•sport athlete at Magnu!ia. earning nil-West Virginia honors in football 
in [95.5. At the college !nel. he WI!!! also n three•sport performer, playing football at Kent State Uni\'Cr..ily 
and then fuolhall. baske!hall and tennil alter transferring to West Liberty State College where he i;raduated 
in 1961, He then receil'ed a 111,'l.>ler ·~ degree in etlucation from West Virginia liniversi1y in 1 %8. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Conches) 

John "C11rky" 1'rolSl/s (Martins Ferry High School. Class of )946) not only initiate<l 
the sport of wrestling at his alma mater< he quickly e,tubli,hed himself as om, of the 
premier mat coaches in conference history. 

Vrutsos gulded the Purple Rider gmppler, from !957-68, leading his team to ,even 

Di~~~~~:e~1~i:Je~.a,{;~!:~{fu\~h~~il1:n~id
6
i~~!;~ ~~i1i ~~~ti!i:i:1~o/J~~ 2~~ 

(1959, '60, '63 and 'M) and the best finish at the state loUm!l!llent was a fifth place 
effort in 1960. 

During his tenure, Vrutsm coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio State < 
Tournament qualifiers, including 10 st.ate place.winner, and one state champion (]75. 
pounder John Scunlos in !96..:IJ. Ferry's dun! meet record during tlie Vrtltms yeru-s was 85-20.l indw.!ing 
nnheatcu seasons in 1964 and '67 

TI1e initial inductee imo the Martins Ferry lllgh Sclmol Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 1978 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Toumameni's "Mr. Mm. Award", he serve(] as IDurnament director for the 
OVAC, sectional and distric! tournaments after yielding the coaching post. 

In addition tu serving as hem! wrestling rna•h, Vruhos was nlso un a~,;istant in foothall and track for the 
Purple Riders. He was on the football ~t.aff during Ferry·s run of three rnnsecuti..-e U11defeated seasons ( !959• 
61) and four OVAC champiomhips (also 1963). 

As an athlete. he was a three-year lel!<mnan in football and husktball at Martins Ferry. In football, he was 
a c·emer-lineback.er under kgemlary cuad1 Fred Thomas. playing center and linehacker on the 1944 nnd '4.5 
OVAC dum1pionship squads, e=ing ull"-unference "AA" honurs a~ a senior. He played guartl in hask.ethull 
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ral[lh Gartrell. After sen·ing in the nrmy. Vmtsm then n!lended West Liberty 
State Colkge. grnduating in 1951. He was a three-year vursity football pbyerforthe Hill toppers and n mem• 
her l1ftwo undefeated team'! that played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl and Pytlnun Bowl). 

Walter Heil (Officials) 

114/ler llcU (Bellaire High, Class of 1923) was regarded us one of the dean~ of 
Ohio Valley offidating thanks to a career that spunm:d some 38 years and invulved 
three spllrts. 

lie began as a huscbnl! umpire in 1926 then added foo1ball in 1928 and haske1bal] 
in 1929, working counties.; games until finally hanging up hi~ whistle nt the age of 62. 

Heil officiated foutball and basketball at tlte lligh sd1ou!. co!kgiate and profes
oiona! levels- He worked fi..-c West Virginia High Schoo! State Tournaments. fi..-e 
West Virginia Catholic High Sc·hool State Tournaments am! three West Virginia 
Intenxillegiate Ath!ctk Conference Tournaments. He also officiated in the acmi•pro 
Continental Foolha!l League, which featured the \Vhceling lronmen_ 

He was u member of the Ohio Va!lcy Board of Official:;, the West Virginia Officials Amicintion and the 
Intcmatiuna! A,sociatlon of Apprul"ed Basketball (lfficia!s nnd was 

honored fur length of senke by each of these organizations. 
After retiring as an acti1·e official, Heil assumed the role of rnmmh,;ioner of bo1h baskeiball anil foot• 

hall officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. a position he held from 1965•70. 
He was a charter member of the Be!Iaire High Athletic Wal! of Fame and the 1998 recipienl of the 

OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials' Award. 
Heil wmi;ed for Weirton Stl't!] Corpora1ion and was a resident ufYmhi!le until his death in 1970. 
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Doug Huff (M,dio) 

Doug /lujf (Mugno!ia l!igh Schou!, Class uf l%ll, This native of New Martinsville 
JlU.'I, been wntin" ~ports since the age of 12. his_ first '"job" being with the \frt:d 
Democrat. a wedly paper m his home town. I Iliff Joined The lmcl!i,;enar as associate 
sports editor ln 1967_. a pmllion he_hclJ until !'178 when he was named as that [!aper·~ 
spurn editor, remainmg_ m 1hm pos11mn umil his retirement in 1999 lie premimly wa,; 
S{'OflS editor of 1he Fairmom 7imcs ll!ld worked on tlie sports st.aff of the Dommmn 
News in Morgantown. 

B~~~alru~Jr::b~\
1
i;:1e~ilo~~ll 

1l~ft8;/~t[he ½~ Al{!§~~',ct~r~~YAt~!it! 
Awards and ihe All-OV Sdiolirr•Athlete se!ectmns. He compiled Ohio \'al!eJ anJ West 
Viri:;mia records for football. baske1ball and huseba!l. along with hlsturi<:a! matenal on OVAC schools. rnadi• 

As::iaii~~e!tfur t~\';;f ~e
9;i~~~li:i:e= ~l~he ~~~:~~-~t ~~f:ta1~i1~~~ °i~,~ %a};;~rJr~G~~ 

on the Bonn! of Directors uf the t'ootball Writers Associmion of Al!l!!rira and the National Sponscaiters & 
Sports Writen; Association. 

Among the numerous honors he tias achie\·ed _indude: induction lnlD the National High School Spqrts Hall 
of Fame ( 1999}: state sports \\Titer ol the year mne tunes; We.11 Virgmla Uni..-enit;· Sc/i{)(ll of Journalism P.I. 
Reed Life Achievement Award (!999)_; Magnolm ll1*h S,hool Athletic Bomtcrs Life Achievemem Award 
g~~{R~J;· ~t':;%~J\sJ9i1l('."1 Gene More 1ouse Award (19921; llpp.-r Ohw Valley Dapper Dan 

lie is the author of ?ports in West Virginia, "A Picmdal l!istor,•" ( 1979) and al~t) of the National High 
School Foothall and Basketball Record mxlks (200!-2002). Doui;i: alrn co-authored "How ID Wa«:h Spom on 
TV. . .AnJ Enjoy It." Since 1973, he has been a high ,chool cuntnhuting ellitor of Street and Smith magazine 
and wmpiles their ~-se,mm schoolhliv All•Amcrica teams for football~ boys· h3skethall and basehnll. 
Alth\J\lgh retired from The lnte!L he cootiimes to submit a much.read and enJoved weekly column, Dou]! also 
s.erves ru the nauonal rankings and reconh editor for Student Sports Inc" anJ coon.linates folllball llllJboys 
buskctball selections for Par.iile anJ EA Spom. 

George Strager (Conches) 

George Slmger(McKecsport, Pa. High School, Cla~s i)f 19-.\3) has often been called 
the "dean" of Ohio Va!ley high i;chool football coa~he> _thanks 11, a high!y•suc,:essful 
career that spanned some 3H years (!950.87) at five different sd1ool~. He pusted a 
career coadung record of 246 wins, I JS losses and 15 ties which stood a~ the al!•time 
valley record until ec!ipsed in 2004 hy Jay Cirrn>ta of Woo<l,field/Monroe Central. 
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Class A state champion>t;:lt in 1953. He moved on ID Clarksbur,~ Notre Dame H1sf1 for 
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came a three•ycur stin! at Wheeling Central Catholic (1%!-63) ;;hkh featured two undefeated regulllf 
seasons and a mark ()f 21-9-J. Tiie !962 team Jo,;t to Charleston Catholic in the inaugural Weot Virginia 

;:~-~ ~t~~e:;:i~~;'!:t:~bri·d~~t 1t~h(%~f6ir~~~;~::~l23~!e~i::~.loi~ to win the crown. llp 
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1;~v1~ J!~h-~f~~Ye::: :~ ::n~1~8XJ1~~1lfChitiit~°F!iti:..i~ ~1;:; ~:;11~7J~d l!Kfi_rO/iio Valley in 1992. He nlso coached 
A graduate of Salem College, Strager passed away in 1990, but his memory Ji1·es on in the fortn of the 
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Chester Grossi comd,hl 
Chester Grossi (Wdr Hicli School, Class of 194/)) lx-g!lll officiating in !942, claim

ing to be •'drafted" i~to offidating by fellow honoree Walter Heil became muny o!fi
tmli_ had been !mt dlle tu the milnary drnfL 

I hs love of sports saw him emer the wmld of uffidming. nm onlv in football. but aim 
in ba5ketball and husebull. He retired from officiating m 1987 ufter 45 years. During 
thme year, he worked muny dimiL1 and regional tm1mament game~ a~ well ai 14 Ktate 
tournaments in basketball and 12 stale finals in foutball, He ciho worke<l several West 
Vlrginiu Catholic Stutc basketball and football playoff games as well as games in the 
West_\'irginia Intmulkgiate Athkt1c ConferenL-e anJ the United fm)tba!l League. Ile 
is a ltfe member of the Ohio Valley Boord of Offimls anJ the West Virginia Football 
and Ba.1ketball Officmh' Amx:mtmn. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawaon Officials' 
Awnnl and was honored by the lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

As an athlete at Weir, Grossi played football for coach Carl Hamill from 1936-39 and <lurin~ that time, tlte :1~-:~~~ ci:c~j~ii~fi~tllea:~ifkj wirlli'w~ ii'.1olarship to West Liberty State Co lege ;;here he 
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Committee, l!illtuppcrs Athletic Ouh und a life member ol the Alumni Association. 

He was indm:ted into 1he West Liberty Slllte Cllllege Hull uf Fame and was hunuml by the West Virginia 
Northern 

Alex Groza IAth>ot,. t940sl 

AltxGro.:a (l',fartill'l f<erry High School, Class (lf !9-14). This 6.foot-7, 220.pounder 
led !he Putp!e Riders to two straight undefeated regular season.~ in basketbaU and to 
the Ohio sw.te 10umam~nt both years. Martins f'ffl}' finished 24•! in ]943 nnd 26·1 the 
following season. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA basketball 
d1!l!llpionship in !944 as Gmw srnred a l"allcj' record 628 poims /a mark later broken 
by 2004 OVAC Hal! of Fame indrn:tce Ken Alessi). Gruz~ ~ored 41 vs. Tilwnsville, 
He was an clJ.conferencc and all-Ohio first•te:un selection. 

Alex was the t\l{l srnrer and rebounder on the University ofKentudy·s "Fabulous 
Five, .. which won ba(:!;.!o-back NCAA tit!e~ in !948 ond '49, with G= heing named 
lhe tournament MVP both yeru-s. He wns a three•time all•Suutheustem Conference 
chuic-e nnd a two•time conseruus A!!-American. lie set 22 individual SEC record~. Grow still rllllks seventh 
on Kentucky's ull•time scoring list with ! ,744 [)Olnlll. Alex's jersey nnmber {15) wa~ retired by the ~ch(XJ\. 
Gruz:i and four of his UK teammate~ - Ralph Beard. Wallace Jones, Cliff Barker unJ Kenny Rollins -
won a gold medal us U.S, Olympians at the London Gamex in 1948. Groza, in 1949, wru named 1hc Helm~ 
Foundation Ba.1kethu!l Player of the Ye.ITT". In a 1950 Associated Press nationwide [l{lll ofspons writers select
ing the leading athletes of the ha!f.-century. Alex was rhosen ru om, of the five top•rntetl bl!skctba!! pfoycr.., 

In tile NBA, Gruza a\'eraged 22.5 points in 130 pm games with the lndianu[Jolis Olympians in 1950 3nd 
'51, He coached Bellarmine {Ky) College from !959 tlu-ough 1966. The ~chool had never won a basketball 
d1ampion~hip before Gmza·s tenure. He Jed the Knights to the Kentucky Illten:o!legiate Athletic ConferenL-e 
regular searnn and tournament 1itle in 1963, after which he was named the leugue ,oach of the year. 

Gron later M:n·ed ns business manager and then assistunt 10 the president of the ABAs Kentucky 
Colonels hefore becmnlng gener.i! mllllager of the Snn Diego Conqui~tador, umil the franchise folded. lie 
then ~rred as GM of a pmfessinnnl vt1lleyhall team for one year before joining Reynol,IB Metals in 1977 us 
a regi\mai sales manager, 

Grow died of lung cancer nt his home in San Diego <m January 21, 1995, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete - 1950s) 

Charles L. "Cl1uck" llowlty (Warwootl High School, Class of !954) waa; a first team 
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, hnsketball am! 
baseball. As a teenager, he aho compeleu for an inderemlcnt All-America boys gym-

na¥{t,; <v:~\hrginia U11i\'ersity i;-r·.i.duate h still !he only Mtmntaineer athlete to letter in 
five sports -foolbal!,gymnustics, wrestlinlJ, !rad: am! .wimming. In fOl1tMII he plnyed 
gl!llrtl, center, and linebacker while earning All-Southern Conforence laureb; three 
straight years. Also the Ion¥ snapper on special teams. Hm\\ey was selectet! a~ a third
team A!I-Americm1 his senior year, Howley, at 6-2, 220 pounds. was consil.lered to be 
one of the faste,t linemen in WVU history. He startetl in three cDlkge alJ.star game, -
East-West Shrine Game. Senior Bowl and the College Foorhall A_ll-Siar Game. lie lettered for 1he 
Mountaineern on the trampolme in g:ymnasucs. a hea\)"Wdght in wres!lmg. sprimer and wdghanan in trJck 
am! a tlivcr in ~wimming. ln 1957. llowley was .elected as the West V1rg111m Amateur Athlete of the Year. 

He was an NFL first.mum! droft ch\lice ( 19.58) \lfthe ChicafO Bears - only the third Mountaineer sel«t
ed in the opening round. He pfayed a year and a half in Chicago before being sidelined by a serious knee 
injury. miwley was back h\lme in Wheeling working at a gas station in !%1 when the expansion Dallas 
Cm-'ibo_ys tmded l',VO droft picb for him, Tiie C'1'•Bear dedded to give it one more II)' am! woum! up starting 
at outside lmebacker 12 ye/ITT'. for the Cowh\lys, earning all-pm laurels six times, lie stam:d in two Super 
Bowls. The 1!J7! game saw Howley interct>pl two piisses and m:over_ a fomble to earn MVP honors in a 
!6- !3 Joss to !he B~lllm\lre Colts. He remains the only player on a !o~mg tcom to be selected as the Su!,'<'r 
Bowl's most val1.1ahlc player. In 1972, be helped the Cowboy., win Super Bowl VJ over the Miami Dolphms 
by intercepting a Bob Griese pass tu set up a touchdown. 

llowley is a member of the West Vlfgmia Spons Writers Association, WVU. l 1pper Ohio Valley Dapp~r 
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halh of fame, 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete - I960s) 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athlete - 1970s) 

10h11 f'illkt(Magnolia High School, l!J73). The first OVAC athlete tocam.All•W. Va 
first team honors in football. baske1ba1l and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving 
recon.l ut Marshall Universily. 

Nicknamed "'Fuzz}'" bc<.:au~e of his hushy red hair. the Blue Eagles' wide receiver
defensive hack led the Ohio Va!ley in pass m:eiving yanls hl.1 las! two seasons and ended 
his career with 81 catches for !,43-1 yanls and !6 touchdowns in regular i;eason play, In 
his senior season, Magnolia went 10.2 with a state Class AA runnerup fini;h to 
Ral'emwood, 

He reamed wi!h Magnolia's all·state quarterback Brian Book w lead the W. Ya. All• 
StaTTi to a victory over Ohio in the annual OVAC AH-Star game at Wheeling bland. 

In basketball. the gmml a\'eragcd. 19 points a game and earned all-state honor~ after the Blue Eagle, were 
state "AA~ runnerup to Gary. 

In baseball, the outfielder hatted .352 ant! completet! his all-star trifecta with A!!- \'alley, and all-state 
honors in three sports. 

Recrui1ed for foothall by Mar,;hall. West Virginia. Vi11;inia Tech. Pitt ant! Penn State. the 5-1 L l?'i-poumlcr 
signed early with \'{VlJ, but opted for Mar,;hall where he Jed the Thundering I ford in pass recei\'ing for four 
otraigh1 years and >el school record~ with 1611 catches for J ,95-1 yards and 14 IDs. J!i~ recep1ion totul ranked, 
at the time.eighth among all-time NCAA Division I receivers. Starting four years. he set a then-NCAA record 
by catching passes in 42 straight games. He hmke the mark set hy l·leisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodger; 
from Nebraska. Automobile \Jumper stickers supportmg the police showed op at Herd games, where they had 
a different meaning. They read: '·I Love the Fun:· The team co-captain was a two-time All-America honor
able M'Tilii,n ~hoice and a first team National Independent All-Star honoree, 

Filliez al'>o W/l!j selected us the state Amateur Athlete of the Year in !976, In !985, he was indn,·ted into the 
Mru;hall Atl1letic llall of Fume. Filliez currem!y reoii.les in Delaware. Ohiu. 

Dee Davis (Athlete - 1980s) 

Dee Daris (Wheeling Park Higl1 School. Class of 1981). The first OVAC girls' ath
lete to earn first team AIJ-W, Va. honors three times set Ohiu Valley and state s<.-oring 
records which remain on the boob after a quarter of a century. Overn!I. she set three 
OV and three W. Va. scoring standards. 

A three-year Wheeling Park standout, she scored a school record l ,ll5-l points indud
ing 716 for a 325 average as a senior. She was named state "Player of the Year" and 
captain of !lie Class AAA alktate team for the 1980 season. She scored a ss·hoo!-record 
55 points n. Weirton Madonna and set a state tournament Class AAA scoring record 
which remains on the book.~ after :n years, She tallied 43 point~ vs, Greenbrier East as 
a wphumore in 1978, In 1110 Mate tuumament games that year. she srnret! 76 points 
induding 13 of 14 free throws. 

Davi., Jed Park to a state Cl111s A.4.A runner-up xpot /l!j a senior when she also charted !0-1 steals. 71 assists 
and 87 rebount!s.After the season. she was MVP m the state Nurth-Sou!h game where she scored 30 points. 
She earned AII-Amerii:a mention in Street & Sml1h·s nt1d Converse mngazines 

At Park. Davis alw starre(! as a pi!d1er-sho1ts!op on the first varsity :;of!bnll teams and earned al!-~tatc 
re(:ognition from the W, Va. Coaches Assodation. 

She oigned a haskdbaU scholarship to Tennesoee Ttth where she played for two seasom; before finishing 
her college career at West Virginia Unil·ersity, ln her two seasons with the M\lun!aineers, she served a:; te~m 
cu-captain in 1986 with Georgeann Wells. !he firs! woman to dunk in a coH~ge basket hall game. In Dai i~ • 
junior season. WVU recon.led i!_s secnrnl-ever 20.win se:imn with a '.:0- !O mmt. 

She a!w played basketball with a U.S,A!l-Star team in fa1gland a.1d scored 150 poinB for a 21 A u•n~;;t' 
Davis has completed her !3th ye:tr as heat! girls' ba:,ketball cuad1 a1 her alma ma!!lf Pm. She h.::s gui,b:J 

the Patrio!.S inm si;,; &tare IOllm:unen!.S and wun bad:.,to•ha,:;k Cfoss AAA dlllmpionships in 1991!-99 sn,! 
became the first female 1n 1~in the i!J.sporu '"OV.\C Coach nf the Year~ nward.111c \\11~Eng re,;iden! aho 
muches softball. 
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Dick Miller (Athlete - 1950s) 

Terry Snively (Athlete - 1960s) 

Lance Mehl (Athlete - 1970s) 

Umre Mehl {Bel!alre High School. Class of 1976). A thr~•spon team ,:aptain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl was also nn All-Valley foothnll linehacker and hasehnl! first hase
ninn n9 well as n center in baske!halL 

He earned AJl.Qhio foutball honors for toach Jake Olsanky while serving as co
cnptain of the J!J75 team which went 9. J. He played in the Ohio North,South game in 
Columbus and turned in u sparkling defcm,ive effort for the South nll-sllITT. 

Recruited hy Penn State Uniwrsity for footha!L he 1,1,as dted hy ctmch Joe Paterno 
and defensive coon.llnawr Jerry Sandusky as "one of the best inside lineha,:;kers" ever 
to piny for 'Linebacker U'. 

~1chl was the lemling tnckler for the unbeaten 1978 Ni!tany Lion team which bowed 
l(l Afabama, 1-1-7 in the Sugar Bowl nnd probably cost PSU from being declared national champion. In that 
gume, he led Lion defenders 1,1,i1h 17 stops, indudi11g 11 umiooisted tackles, 

After that junior sea,on. he wus named lht' "Man of the Year"' hy !he Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Oub 
and is one of only three college athletes tu receive that honor. 

The PSU defensive co-captain also led the Lion.,; in tackles :is a ~enior am! eam,d second team All
America honors by The Associated Press and United Press lntematiomtl. 

Mehl w11.1 drafted in the NFL's thirJ nmnd by the Nfw York Jets and played nine y,·ars before his career 
was cut ,hurt with a recurring knee injury, 

Ile was the Jets• lea.ling defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury.111e Jets• defensive signnJ.caHer 
reconled 172 total ta(.'kks (!05 ;olrn; and 67 asshts) ln l!JS-1.1 □ l!J83, he intt>rcepted re,en passes and picked 
off 15 career intercep1ions. 

Mehl was oe!ected w the Pro Bowl aflcr the l!Jll5 season when he recorded 11.i tud<les. 43 assists und 
three pass imerceptions. 

After hb NFL career ended. he returned to the Ohio Valley and resides in Sr. Clair:svil!e. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete. t980s) 

Hria11 Swisher (Sistersville Hii;h School. Class of 1982). The 5.7, 145-pound 
dynmno bttame the fiN three•time first team All-W. Va. football hon\1ree in Tyler 
Coumy a, !ie led Sisterwille lligh to back-to•hack state OassA championships in 1980 1 
and '81. 

Swi,her led the Tigers to a IJ-0 recon.l in 198! us ht> set an Ohio Valley and W. Va. 
record for scoring by a lint>man with 26 touchdowns (receiving, rushing, remms) and 
156 pDints. lie was runncr•up for the Kennedy Awan.l a, ,tale player of 1he year and 
was accorded !he l!unt Awari! as ,rnte Lineman of the Year. 

lit' .et semmn and career pass receiving m:u-ks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 392 
yards on kkkoffretums and 20.2 yards on J)UJJI returns. lie ulso was pmd(lctive on end.around rushing plays. 

Swisher, who set an OV rernni by ca1,:hmg passes in 36 consecutive games - evclj game he stanet!. His 
career regular season totals were 126 receptions for 2,! 74 yards and 23 IDs. 

He led the OV in regular season pa1s receiving yards for !980 (681 yards on 47 cat:hesl nnt! 198! (906 
yards and 14 IDs on ~, reception>). As a sophomore, he landed 26 pusses for 582 yimfa. 

S\\ii.her was a three.time A\1-0VAC and AH-Valley htmoree as well as all-West Vir;:inia three times. 
In the si;iring, he compctL"ll in track as a J{)[) and 20().meter sprinter, Jun ii jumper and relay member. He 

won eight mdiv1dual medal5 in three .1tate Class AA meets - a first in the !00 as a sophomore, si.'I seconds 

!i\\1a~~J\·k::fo:si:a:1ti~~~ %8Nri~r~~ce 4x!OO refoy team. lie lied a state meet -\A 100,meter l'C'C\lrd 

!le s/pietl a foolhal! sdmlurship with M~f'hall Uoivcr,ity aad pfoyed four seasons. ind(lt!ing ll1ree years 
as a >larling v.idc receiver, lie J.mded !06 ~:scs from 1982-85 for J ,617 yards and 14 touchdown~. lfo v.:ui 
Manhall"s kailing !L'cei,cr in 1983 with 1_~a!d:n for 560 ymrls and !)m,e !,cores, Be ,,!so wrus a Herd track 
$prmlt'r. 

S"iilier rnm:mly reni&~ in Le"il Cem~r. Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlclc. t990s) 

ro~{ !~~!~~:i'ie1~~: Hii~ ~~l~i;;:~te c:ds ~f~~~dnJ1/~~-~~~ Reds' four-spom _pt'!"· 

The rnercury:hedc<l wi~ receiver wa~ m1 -411-0hio gridiler for c1Jach John Magistru 
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integral role ln the tJ-! campaign. He Jan<kd 43 pa.\~es for 973 yar:il nml fJ ~ that fail. 
Galloway was a thrre-time All-OVAC ilml All-\'alley homm,e and was named All-Ohio second team in Division 
III aa a senim. 

c~;~:~hti~/!a:s fl!s Ji~hac;~;:t~~~~ea mi;~tll~i~c? Aii~tai1!~a~id ~ii.it~ ii~~;fr~'. OVAC 

ov~1\!~~=:~ e~~~bf~a{er ~~~~~ J~fio~~~~ ~i~i~fhe~'!f!:~D\~s~~lrfAt~~t~~~~;t~{~ ~~~ ~;~~~ 
titles as a semor. 

TI1e Bellaire Bullet then took his amazi_ng ath!e_tic skills _to Co!urnbw. sturinp: for John Coopt:r on the grid• 
iron. He was _honored as fill All-Dill Ten will!.\ receiver as a.Junior-a sea.son in whu:h he,lrahbed 47 passes for 
946 vartls. Ha career totals at Ohm State were 108 receptmns for 1.894 yards mu! [9 T s. Galloway fimshed 
with ·2.754 all-purpose vard_s and was the team·s rn--captain in 1994. He was nn AH-Dig Ten Acmlemic honon.-e 
in 1991, 1993 and !<J9.l' wlule earned the Natmnal Football FD1.lndation Scho!ar,hip in !994. He earned a degree 
in husiness/mm-keting: 

Galloway was the eifhth overal~kk in the 1994 NFL Draft. He tayl.'d fil'e sea,ons with the Sealm,h.catch• 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ron Mauck (OVAC 'Fomlly'J 
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brgest high sdiool Hents ofits kmd in the entire rnunlrJI. smu: fo79, This h1ghly-rc4anl• 
e<l chamr.mm,h1p was renamed as the Ron Maud OVAC Wrestling Tourruunem in ~lK>6. 

A pupil ,1f the late George Kovalirk. an OVAC Hall offumer an<l considered w be the 
patrinn:h of high sd100! wrestler rn the Ohio Valle;·, Mau,:k a!w establi:;hed the confer• 
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volunteer on the wi«for NAIA nnd_NCAA Division ll champiomhips I hosted by West 
Liberty Stnte College) held m \\-lieelmg. ln addition to hi~ duties with the c(mference mlll 
t(lwnarn<:nt. Mauck was n Jong-time member of the Rudy Mundev OVAC Charity AH· 
Star Football Cln,1ic, He was a.1aistant game director and later serve"d a~ game d1rectortmm !'193 thruurw 1998. 

be~~; l~~i!~~g
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t:~1~~;tc~rn 1;:,, ~f~;Ytafs~~)gh~~!~t~! ~a~:;!tn~~1h!1~!:!:: 
i1~~1;t~~~gJ:iii°Cfafr~'fi~1~irn~~~~~1:i i~~~i~i~'f:t:~;~~~n\~u,~i%2o!~~ ~1i1~~rit;;:n 
at West Libeny ant! later was one of the area·s ouman.t!mg rnaches before becoming fill atirnimstrator. When the 
comohdatc<l Brooke Hii;h &·boo] openell in 1968. Ron was nmneU to c_oach the wrestlmg temn 1,here he tutored 
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Ass1stant Atliletic Oa-ector nnd Athleuc Direc1or. In addition to ha,·ing_ the OYAC \~restlmg TlJumarnent 
renamL'tl ln his honor. Mauck also wa.~ pre~nteU the "Mr. Mat"' Award m !985. He was named the W. \'a. 
Wresding Crnu:hes Man of the Year (1987); aud mti_l"e<l recogniti(m awards from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Da[!per Dan Club (_1985 nnd 19'17); W. \'a. Athletic Director ofthe Year r!995). Mauck !wice was se!ec:tcd 
\Yarwood Lmm Ciuzen oflhe Year, winner of the H.V. Cmrornn.Sr. Awnnl (2001) and a member of the Drmke 
County Wal! of Fame (2006). He 1s pa5!_president of the W. \'a. Safety AssociatlOll, the Bridgepon Alumni illld 
Warwood Junior High Athletic Associnuon. 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coochesl 

Paul"Bud" Billiard (Well~burg High Schoo!, Clns~ of 1959). Head coach at Brooke 
Hii;:h School for 23 se:i.sous (!979-200!) \\here he compiled a record of !!15 wins. 79 
defeats and I Ile. During tl1Js ~pan, Dil!irutfs Bruins won three West Virginia Class 
AAA state duunpionslups - 1985, 1987 and 1'190. His 1987 and '90 powcrlmuses 
recnrded perfect record seasons nnd both were natiouall_y ranked. The !'187 team fm
i'>lie<l :!Sth in the country whlk the 199() squall ended up m 23rd place, In l9'1-4, Broo:1ke 
also ended the campaign with 11 10-0 record hut lost in the state playoffs. Filken (lf his 
23 Bruin teams part1c1patcd in the post-season pfayo!fa nnd se\'ctl made the stare cham• 
pionship game. Al«<J, Dilliard coached the green nnd p:old to seven OVAC Class AAAA 
Dil'isitm ch:impionships. He coached in two Rudy Murnley OVAC Charity All-Star 
Football games and in three We,t Virginia Nort11-South Gnmes. He was among tile founding members and 
pa,1 president of 1he Ohio Va!ley Foothall Cm11:hes Association for whom lte also was chainnan of the 
~roup·s annual award; dinner. He also as.isled in organizing !he OVFCKs Clinks and Pruspt:ct Nights 
Bllhanr & Brooke C(Jaching caret:r alw indu<led eight yeara as an assi,tant in foothalL two ye.:m WI u wrestling 
assistant, sh years as hellll wreMling c(ladi a_nU three ye= us head trat·k coach. Prior to Brooke, he spent 
four yearn as 11n 11ssistant in foothal! at \\-lieelmg Central, two years as II volunteer a.»istant in wrestling nnd 
three rears as head track conch. 

Wlnle (l.ttending Wellsburg Higl1 School, he plnyed four ;r·enrs of foutba!! nnd lettered three years, serving 
us team captain in 1958. He played baseball three ycaro. eruuing two letters. At West Liberty State Colle~e, 
DiHianl was a four•yeru: \'ars11y Jenennan in football plnylng (JU both the offensive and defensive lines. Alter 
his junior se:ison. he earned firit-team All-WVIAC laurels. 

Amon!! his uwan:ls are: Ohio Val!ey, OVAC 11nd West Virginia Coo.ch of the Year; Upper Ohio Vulle)' 
Dapper !Jan Mnn (lf the Year; Carl Hamill Cooching Award: Steubetm!le Moose 1.oo1e Conch of the Year; 
Wes! Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Foo!hn!l Coaches I al! of Fame inductee: 
H,V Corcoran Sr.Awurd for 1he Brooke football program bringing nntiona! attention to the Ohio Valley; and 
a 2{)()5 redpient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Aswciation·s Retired Coaching Award. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlete - 1990s) 

MallGaudill (Bmok.e High School, Cl:m of 199!). Thi~ fluid athkte domiriatell 
\ the West Virginia prep h:mlwo(ld as he was n four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by heing named the W. \'a. "Player of 
the Year" ns well as the Gntorade state "Pfoyer of the Year .. in l991.111e 6•7 forwar<l 
paced Brooke ro records of I '1-4. 22-4, l f>.. 7 and 18-7 for a four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudio was a two•time al1-srn1e Cla.1, AAA honoree and twice named to the all• 
state toornument team. He averaged 17.9 points nnd JO.I rebounds as a sophom()re 
and foUowcd that up with a ~tate Clus AAA-hest 24.8 scoring mmn as 11junior while 
a1·ernging 11 rebounUs. 

Gaudio capped his superb prep career with II hn!liant senior rnmpaign. He nvernged 24.3 points and 
grahbetl 13.4 rebounds to repeat as Al!-OVAC, All• \'alley and All•W, Va. honors while being ru.:conled 
honorable mention All-America. He was the fir~t Bruin to earn first team all-state in boys' baskethal!. 
Gaudio surpassed the l JIIJO mark in career points ( 1.874) and career rebounds ( 1 , I 08). hoth Bruin recon:ls. 

He opted to continue his ru::a<lemk and athletic caret:r nt Penn State University, where he was plagued 
by chronic bm:k problems whi,·h required surgery. In spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endured to tum 
in a solid cnreer. During his red1hin 1mphornore season, he averaged 9.4 poinis and 4.7 reb{lunUs u game 
and was named recipient of the Lou Lnmie Most Inspirational Player Awan:1. 

The fo)l()wing yenr, he ser-.-ed as student assi,tant coach while completing his liberal ans degree with 
an emphasis on an:chitecture. He returned to p!Jy as a senior nnd was second ()fl the !earn in scoring with 
a 13.l averaged while C()llected 6.4 rebounds a game during n 2!-7 record season. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'l'amily'J 

in~it~~~hi~~~i~f ~~tZh!~cl~1'.:d ~~~;::~~ntin°tk;ho.,i~1c~dary figures 
Du_ring his 17 yearn employed as n teacher and coach in the Bdlaire City SchtMJ\ 

Dis!_rlcl, Giffin was one of the foundefl, and the direcu,r of the famed Bellaire Rda.y:;. 
Dunng its 52-ycar history, the Dellatre Rdap attrat1etl many ofOhJo·I\ peate.st athlete~ 
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~nd~~~keibclt meets. Alm 

Giffin"s tirne-umsuming wmk and contributions to the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference included a tenn as president ( !97)-74) nnd crnnmissioncr of the football and hasketba.11 nfficia!s. 
He dlrected immy major OVAC track meet> nnd to honor hh efforts, the league drnmpkmsbips in track and 
field were renamed :is the OVAC Cal Giffin Cla.~;ic. He was a membt..'t (lf the Eastern Distn~t of the Ohio 
A!l1letic Board. _the Ohio High School Coaches Associ_ation. tl1e Ohlo Footb11ll Coaches As iodation nnd the 
National Collegiate Trru:k aut! Field Coadies Aa£0<:ia!1<in. He wns \·on.-<l into the Ohio State Track Coa.hcs 
Hall of Fmne in 1'172. Giffin was presented two awartl_s of merit from the OHSA."'- and. follm\·imi: his death in 
1975, he waJ i;elcctc<l for a posthumous Alumni Achie\'emen! Awmrl t,y West Liheny State CDll~ge. Giffin 
served the Eastern Ohio Crnu:hes Asmda.tion as president as well as being the state vice president for the Ohill 
A,,;,,,ciation of Track Coaches. 

Athletically, Cal was a tbree-spon Jcnerman (foothall. basketball nnd tra1:k) at Ddlaire High. He playcU on 
lhe fir,t Dig Reds' football team to win fill OVAC chnrnpionship (1946), He also _plaved m the Ohl(l•We~t 
Vlrgmia All.Star Football Game in !'147, Gilfin's care~r also led him to the Maruns r"errv Schoo! District 
where he was the supervisor (lf elementary and 1.ec(lu<lary education. From there, he became the principal of 
St. Clairsville High School and later sem.'tl as _supenntendent of tlie St, Clairs\·11le-Richland Schoo! District. 
He receJl'ed his B.A. _in Edurntion from West Liberty in !'151 am! his Master of Ans Degree in s.'h()o] admin
istration from WVU m l 96 7 

Boyd Nelson (M,diol 

B1,yd Nefwn (Bellaire High School. Clais of 1945). Nelson spent 41 ycan; as n 
photographer with The Times Lemler in Martins f-e!T)'. Fellow staffers and fricmfa 
have called him a pioneer, 11 legend and: perhaps, tlie greatest $000will arnhnss.ador 
in the newsp3per's hisl<lry. His work belund the camera. nccordmf to many area high. 
school co:!Ches, help bring the sports world nlive to tile readers o 11ie Times Leader 

Nefatm. a quiet. unassuming man. let his camera du his talkmg for him. No assign• 

g}e;:,:S JS. ~i~~~~:1 ~~1f\~ 1%~~~,tlJ~u~hd ~:~ITR:~~: ~e~e/j/;~~~ 
ded nearly every mnjor happenin" throughout the Ohio Valley and was II familiar 
and much-wckom_e face at high i;,:i'mo!, college and professional game~ and matches 
fmm the start of his t·areer in tl1e late 1940s until his retirement m !988, As was pointed out at the time of 
his death in 2()()), there wasn't a gymnasium, football fie!U or b~se_hall dianiond in _Th_e Times Lemler':! cov-

ernJ!s!r:i[~;~1;~~s~~v~:;nicafu~ ~~~ebfi/~;~i°!ti!1i:~: rflk:l{:U ~~ ~ilt\1g:u~:1kW ~~~~ll 
61'1 of famer John Havlicek. _Joe Nlekru, Tim SpenLw. Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Dougln.i and 
AJ!fill Homyak.just a tn mention a few. 

Doyd"s de\'OUon to hh ll"Ork nlw made him n mle model and an impirlllion to aspiring Mll seasonell ph(l
tographers alike. Nelson ~hunned the limelight throughout hl~ life despite the urgrngs of C(l-Workers am! 
admirers to enter his pictures in stntewitk: compemion. As a result, he was bypassed for many awards tl1at 
easily would lrn1·e come his way. However, Umtell Press International began pre5enting awanls to newspa• 
per and magazine phowgraphers in the early 1970s and the very first honoree was none other than Boyd 
Nelson. When The 11mes Ll'adrr pubhshed a pktorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was de<li-
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Uni\'ersiiy for a year. Howe\·er, after heiug h1reU (I.! a summer intern by 11ic ~mes Lemler, he never returned 
to college anU ma.de phot()graphy his !ifeume profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Cooehes) 

Richard "ltfty" llall {Barnesville High School. Class uf 1959), Hall was one uf 
the most ~ucces,ful two-~port coaches (baseba!l/golf) in OVAC hiswry, compiling n 
whopping 1,l !6 •·ictorie~ over a 34-year span. 

He began his hasehall coaching career at Pm1hatan High School for a year before 
taking the same po\l at St. Clairsville High School. In his 33 years with the Red 
Oevib (I 969-2()01). his teams amassed an outstanding .515-320 record. 

Wi!h "Lefty,. calling the shots from the dugout. St. Clairsville wun seven OVAC 
championships and made fi\'e Ohio High Schon! Ath!etk Assoda!ion regional wur
llllmcnt appearances ( !'178, 1982, 1986, 1990 am.! 1997). TI1e Red De1ils advanced 
to tlie state tournament 'Tinn! Fourin 1997 SL Clairi;ville nlso won fi,·e Ea,tem Ohio BMeba!l League 
titles under Hairs guidance. 

Hall as named OVAC Coach of the year ln l'l'II and received the same accolade from the Eastern 
District !hrce times, 1990. l'195 and 1997, He also ~er\-'ed as one of the co11~hes in the Mizuno All-Star 
Series in 19'17, A true baseball '"junkie;' Hall was inducted into the Ohio High School Bnseball Cuad1c.s 
Hail of Fame i11 1996 and was named the Ohio Baseball Hnll of Fame "Man of the Yeru .. ' in 19'19 

Ha!! coached six players 11ho signed profes.1ionnl baseball contracts. the list including Gerry Craft, 
Gene Cuttane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik nml Joe Dudek. 

In golf, "Lefty"' coached St. Chlrsvi!le for 27 years (1974-2000), finishing with a 601-123 record. He 
ha<l three unbeaten teams and also tu!Ored three squw.l:; thnt ndvanced to the Ohio ~tale tmmrnment.1l1e 
Re<l Oe\·ib also collected 14 OVAC gn!f champlon~hips. 

Ha!!, n life-long resident ()f Dame:;vi!Je, !etterei.l in hasehall Md track while performing for the 
Shamrocks. He graduated from Ohio University. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (Officials) 
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football, he worhd m both high school and colle~,. indmlin2 the We>! Virginia 
!nten:olleriate Athletic C[)!lference and West \.1rginm_ Vn1wr;i1y, Pln and Penn State, A 
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firot WVIAC tournament held m 1935 at Faurnont. Pugh ser,e<l as prest<lent of both the 
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Shadys_ii!e Relnvs and tl1e \Vc11 Vlfgmm Secondary Scho6I _AC!i\'!ties Comm1sg1on. Pu_llh rnndm:teil offiCrnb' 
clinks 1n se_vera1 spurts and wrote a newsrra~r sencson t)fficiating. Pugh also was a Red_ uoss instr,K'tllr in water 

~~~?'na:1t~ !:;;~~Y!~rfrj~wh:11::rfor 1~fa1;~1°iir1:: l~~~ilrntri~~e in~t1~~e6hY~n~l~-~~f~0;.;R~:::J 
that fea1 for the ~t 1imeon L:i_tx1r fiay dunng tlie state fatr held when he w;v; a teenager. !le repeated !hat dive 
un se\'eral other occasiDns durmg his youth. He coached s11·1mming at his a!ma mater TI1e Lms!; School for 
nearly tlm:e decades. guiding the Cad!.'ts m 26 OVAC champirmshtps. mdudin~ 25 ma rt>W, 

Pugh was also a trememloui; athlete. espernilly as a lootba_!l p!nyer. He a:tended Aldernm•Bmaddu.1 College 
in Philippi for two vears and flayed football he fore tramfemng to Da,·.is_& Elkins Collei:e \.\here was a stellar 
fullhadi and center'for llal! o Fame Coach Carn Hemlerson. Sim:e el1g1b1hry rules ne1·er'reallr exis!ed m thu.se 

\!fJ:c1~~~i1i~~ ~OfifuC(:::nP'¾~~~/l ~~~~~~~. ~f\~l;"oti~t<l,;~nf} c,;1~;~;1;,i:!'}:;~,~~s t:r;J~~i 
ed into the West \-1rginia Spom if.tu of Fame (l981Jl. the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan !la!! of FaITle (1984) and 
now the Ohio Valley Athletic Conferer1~e Hall of Fame. 

Phil Niekro (Athlete - 1950s) 

l'hil Nitla-r, (Brir.lgeport High School. Class of 1957). The Baseball Hall ofFamer :-;ot 
his athletic start with the Bulldog~ where he wa,, a three•sport perfom1er. Besides ba:;e
hall. he was a football end and basketball forwartl and a teammate of fellow OVAC Hall 
of Farner John llavlicek. 

Nkkn:imed "Knucksie" became of his staple pitch, the knuckleball. \\hi<:h he learned 
from his father, Niekro was a fom-year Bulldog pit(:her with a 17-1 career record. His 
only loss wa1 1-0 to Tiltonsville in !95-1. his freshman year. when follow Baseball and 
OVAC llal! of Farner Bill Mazeroski hit lhe gamM1'inning home run. The 1955 Bulldog 
team shared the East Ohio League title with Manins Ferry. In a 9--1 Ohio =tional tour
nament win over St. John's. Niekro won the game in relief and bdtcd a two-run sing I<". Bridgep()n, however, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, a learn twice tlefoatcd hy 1he Bulldogs. In 1956, Niekrn and the Bulldogs 
tlefrated Steuhen'"il!e Central. 7-1. in the Class A<listricl tournament after sectional wins over B3mcsville and 
St. Clairsville, Bridgeport howed to East Liverpool in the dimi,1 finals. As a senior, Nie km tossed a four-hit
ter and stnKk out 10 in a4-2 win over Steubenville Ceutrnl for lhe OVAC OhiG-side title. He earlier hurled un 
8-'.! win over Ea~t Live.po()! in the Class AA district semifinals. Unbeaten Steubenville Central halted 
Bridgeport, &.I in the finah. 

Niekru, who u!so pfoyed for the Bridgeport Legion learn and Blaine in the rnm=r Twilight League, \\U.\ 

signed by the Milwaukee Brnws for a $5()() bonus at a 19.58 tryout camp in Bellaire. 
In 1964. he started a 2-1-ycar major league career with 1he Brave.1, New York Yankee;, Cleveland lndian1 

and Toronto Blue hys. He had a 318-274 career record while appe;iring in 864 games and striking out 33~'.! 
bauers, eighth on the aJHime chart~. lk hurled a no-hitter and won five GolJ Gloves antl wa, named 10 fil'e 
All-Star teams. The Braves huno!W him by erecting a bronze :;;tatue in front of their home ~tadium und. in 
11)97, he was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. He resides in the Atlanta area 

Bob Hummel (Athlete - 1960s) 

Bob Hum111£ll (Moundsville High Schon], Class of 1966). Tiiis 6 ft. 3 guard wa~ a 
srnring machine for Moundm!le High School before taking his vast hoop talents(() West 
Vlrglnia University. 

llummell finiohed his steHar four.year prep career with J 9-ll {)(lints, good for a 22.6 
per game avenige, That average still ranks :;;i:Uh among Class AAA player, in the state. 

Hi.I senior year was une for the reconl books at the Marshall County sch110L lie poured 
ln 897 points in 25 games for a 35.9 average, v.hidi is tied for the highest a1er~ge in 
Class AAA nrchives. 

Moreover. his iiCoring antics tram lated into team success a, Moundsville finished as 
state runnerup in Class AAA, the si:hoors first state final sim:c 1920. Hummell tlITT·hed 
Richwood for 45 ~rs in the state semifinal game. lie e.stablishcd the Moundsville single-game scoring 
mark wi!h 53 points in a win against Follansbee. l!ummell wm: ch\lSen us the West Virginia "Player ()fthe Year" 
hy the Morgantown Touchdown Cluh while uho being named captain uf the Clw;.1 AAA al!-s!at_e team, al!• 
OVAC and Scholastic Coa.:h A!l .. ~merirn. He alw was a top•notdi ba.ehall pbyer for Moun!ls\11le, easning 
secoml-team all-state honors as a pitcher. 

Following his glorious stay at Moundsville, Hummell Joined lhe WVU hoop s~uad and he was!ed no time in 
making his presence felt. Jfammell led the WVU fmsh team in scoring with a ~-1.2 average, indudm;l a 45. 
point outburst agaimt Maryland and 41 against Duquesnse. In those ltlp, freshman were ineligible by NCAA 
rules frum playing on the 1·ars1ty lnel. 

tti!'r::i~::~1~f~~~t:~;~;f:i1l~~;;g 1~~otrei~e~.~~:ii1~ f:/lt~~\~~gs:a~in'.eas()m. ull of wbich he served 
Hummell totaled 1,l 37 points in hi, WVU career, placing him seventh in sd1ool annals at the time his career 

ended in J<J7l), he wa., an adept free throw shooter. hilting at an 80.7 dip for his c:u-cer. Humme!I - who had 
14 games of 20 or more points -- was ~elected to the !966-75 all-time '.VVU hoop team. 

Ed Burgy (Alhkte. 1910,1 

Ed IJUTK)' (Bellaire High School. Class of 1971), This fonner Big Reda' star remains 

thew7;/t:~t:J ::~p i~t;:/;J{~~3eG~}re~t7ii?~t~i~:.utiiemscy Street school. Bur"y 
distinguished h1msffr as arguably the premier prep hasduil! player m OVAC annafs. 
While his bnseha!l ,1a!1.1tk~ are ;taggermJl, he accomplished them in just three ~ea,ons 
as Bellaire I_ligh did not start a bascba1l prugrnm until Burgy\ S(lph(Jmore season. 

~nnd%n:::r~it1~;~~~~;;;.nc1r~~~h~~? J1a~;11~· Ue~m~tJf g~~O~i~re\~fi~e:~ ~¥I's1'.K 
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strikeout mark wi!h_ 326 (in 1·ust 17_5 rnnings) and the oingle-season stnkeout standard of 
128. While possessmg near y-unhmahle hear. he also owned great comrol. Tiie talented rid1Hmndcr walked 
just 31 batter:; m his career and went eight str111gh! games without 111uing a hase ,m ha!ls. fle carved out ,1tut~ 
recnrds with a minuscule 0,!3 ERA for a season and an 0.63 ERA for a career. lhs tlmd OHS AA record was 

f~~~~rU\11¥e/ 1i!h!;~u~fs(Pau2:~d1~s~ift~~. ~ug~i~];J
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a sea.st1n (8) and career tnples (!2). 
Burgy al,o W;v; a stei!ar, four-year football p;:rformer for cooches Rudy Sh::rkcy and Jake Olsavsky. He wa~ 

a _1lashmg running buck until his ~emor season. OlsankJ opted to switch Burgy to quarterba,·k. a mo1e !hat paid 
bi$ dil"Jdcndo. Burgy helped gmde lhe Reds to an 8- -! o'.eaS\ln, losing only 10 Marietta 112-01, while ty1nJ! 
Wmtef>\'ilk (0-0), lie was JI.lined _m the hm:kfield hy Rim Lee. who went 1m to fame with \VVU and !he 
Balllmnre Colts. aurgy 1,·ai ~ multi-talented hoor.1ter. Starting for !hree seJ:\Olls, he poum) m ! .1'17 r•Jmt,. :1 
total tlrnt sill! rank~ sevemh on the cl!-tm1e sd106l scormg earn. It was secoml only w k;end.rry !..re PatIT.me 

;:~1t::r~~::~ws~r1:h:,~l&i~f;;ti~o~l~~c~h~'~l sn-;'~:in;r ~;ti htmortt hi, sophomm>: 
BITTgy w_as a mth-round draft chl.i1ce of the h"tw \\irk Meis a;J";pen11,\-.:-,: Ve:1J1; in the Mets' farm ,v;:crn. 

first m Virginia followed h)' a iwp m Pompano (P>-J.1 w;d l.kmphfa, lle lu.,J ! .r l>El.'i mm~ iic:i.Wn a.'ld fii..'111ed 
20 m one game. 
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Bob Gain (Athlete~ 1940s) 

Hob Gain (Weir High Sdmol, Class of !9-17). An all•time great on the high school. 
college und professional !e,·els, he mute~ his footba!! ,·an.>er fnr the Red Riden; and 
twice earned first team All-0\"AC honors as a linemun and wa, honored un the 19-16All
W Va. selel·tions. 

In 1969, he w;v; sekc·ted as a 'Modern Era' defemil'e tackle on an All-Time Ohio 
Valley football team selected hy The lntellifl'n<:er newspaper. In 2lX15, he wa:; hono!W 
on an All-Time W.Va. h1;h ,dmol team selected by 1l1e Fainnonr Time:, newspaper. 

Al Weir High, he was the _!~est all-,tate humrn:e at 6.2, ::!JO-pounds and WU\'. a two
way tackle as well as ha1u!lmg punting and kld:.off duties. Jfo late coach Carl Hamill 
never singled out his best Red Rider footba!l product but al,~ays started his ii.it with G:,in, a four-year :;tarter 
and his most honored pnitCgE 

Gain is regarded as the greatest linemrui in LTniver:,ity of Kentucky, \~here he 11.is a tJm:.e,time AH
Southeastern Conferen~e honoree and a two-time fin! team All-America choke in 19--1'1 and 1950. As a sen
im, he won the Outland Trnphy as the natiun·s oumanding lineman, the first from the SEC w hon111W. and 
une of only two frum the Ohm Valley. Tiie other Outland Trophy honoree wic; tl1e Uni,-er,ity of Iowa\ Calvin 
Jones from Sreubemiile High. Piayin11 for the legendary Paul "B~ar·' Bryant at Kemutl}', tlie Wil<kats were 
33- !0-2 in Gain"$ four mt:;ons am! he 1,m, co-captain of the 10-1 rec1m! team that up,t·t national champion 
Oklahoma in 1he 1951 Sup!f Bowl. Gain was !he Nu. 5 choke - the highest ever for an OVAC athlele - in 
the fir,! ri:iund uf the 19.' I /\Fl. Ora!\ by the Green Bay l';u:kers. However, he opted fnr Ottawa in the CF!. 
before starting a 12,ycar NFL c:u-cer with 1he Cle\'eland Browns. The five-time Pro Bt,wlcr was a ~tarter on 
three NFl.. c·hampiom.hip reams under kgendal")' coach Paul Bmwn in 1954, 1955 and !'JIM. 

The Cleveland area rc~ident bu, been imlui:!ed imo M:vcn H~lls of Fame - Coll~ge F,10thall. West Virgin.fa 
Sports, LTpper Ohio Valle}' Dapper Dan. University of Kemucky. Cle1·cland and Akron I-lulls and Oeveland 
Brown,· Legends Hall. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete - 1950s) 

Lee Patro11e (Bellaire High Schoo!, Class of 1956). f'nr 50 years, Parnme 11as the aJJ. 
time leading career scorer in Big Reds· history with ! ,84:! points in three seawns. He led 
Bellaire High to I~ straight sectional ti!le, with won-lost marks tlf 18-4. 20--3 and 19· 
-I while ;i1·eragir.g 23 5. 26.7 and 32.9 points per game each season. lfo ~7.l point career 
;iverage remains a si:hool record. 

The lwo-lime first team All-OVAC honoree, and an A11-0hiu first team honoree by 
The Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 career games n~·er 
20 points, intluding all 23 a.1 a senfor. and he had 28 strnighl g:ime> in which he score<l 
at least W [Xlints. 

He taliied 54 points twice in a g:ime in !95fi, induding his final game while playin,: wit11 an injured led 
again,t M:mins Ferry in lhe district toumumem li!le game. Ferry prevailed. 91"87, whik surl'iving a limping 
Patrone's heroics. Earlier, against a Bridgeport team featuring Ba1kctMIJ and OVAC Hail uf Farner John 
Havlicek. he converted 25 goal,. His 299 goals in a ~eason remains a school standard. 

After u brief srny at Ohio State, tlte stocky 6--{) guard enmlkd n! West Virginia llninr.;ity in 1957 and led 
the 1958 freshman team in scoring with a :?:fl-point nonn. A member of the 1959 !\CAA 1;mner-up team led by 
All-Ame.Jean Jerry West. he was S!.>cond to West in )960 team scoring with a 1-1.2 per game nonn and was 
named to 1hree a!l-wumarnent ream:;: NCAA regional, Somhem Conference and Uniwrsity of Kentucky. A 
\-1rgl11ia spomw1it1:r described him as "go-:id enough to he cocky and cocky emiugh to he f(lod.'. 

As a senior, he w2s a third team All-America honoree by Helmi Founiliition. He ended his career with 1 fJ28 
points - then se,·enth hes! in W\'U hi>!ory. 

After padua1ion. he taught and coached five seawm at Wintersville lligh School where hi:; first 1%9 team 
went i-1-4 and !ll?l team was 16-4. After retiring, he relocated m his current home in Florida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 1960s) 

lla"y Wilson (Steuhemille lligh School. Cliu;s of 1%3). This fonner Big Red s1ar 
ranb with the elite running backs in OVAC his!ory. 

lfo gridiron career at Steubenville wa1 nothing short of spectacular. !fa ability to 
,·arry lhe football took bim to u starring role at the University of Nebraska and a shon 
stint with the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles. 

The 5 ft. IL 190-po,mdcr was also a safety and ki~k returner for Big Red. hut 
ru:.hing the football ii what Wihun did !,est 

He carried !he Big Red 10 a <J-! mark his senior season, a campaign in -.,,hkh the 
Jeffermn County charges pocketed a prized 14-8 win \lver heralded Ma\sillon. Wilmn 
paced the Ohio Valley in both ru~hing yar<ls an<l scoring with 1,756 infantry stripes am! 23 lom:hdowm. The 
fom1er ,rnndartl is a modem day school n-:curd for a 10-game campaign. 

His achievements garnered him Ohio "Bark of the Year" de1ignatfon by both the AP und FPI in Class AA, 
whkh was the l~c,tduss hack then. He w;v; named fin;t team ull-Ohio and u Scholastic Comch All-American. 
Wibun was almo;t as dominating his junior year. The "Steubenl'il!e Stomper"' ru.1hed for I ~~86 yard, and 
score.I :!8 touchdowns and 168 points in lO games. He was selected first learn all-Ohio b:, A Pas a safety while 
also earning all,0\'AC ai1d all-Valle}' laurels. 

Wihon wtm 11-a, ~ho nidname<l "Llghthorse .. - enjoyed a sparkling career at rs.:ehraska. He kd the 
Cornhuskcrs in ru1hing hi> junior and ,enior ,easons. finishing his career with l .702 yards and a stellar 5.0 per 
catry n\'erage. 

He was narncll unanimous ;i]I .. Dig Eight as a senior and honorable mention All-Ameri,a by UPJ. He has the 
distinction ofplayir,g in tbree mnjor bowl games -Cot!On, Orange and Sugar. 

After bis playini; days in Lin,:oln, Wiiwn was selected in the thinl round uf the !%7 NR. draft by tlie 
Eaglci. lie spent lttree ycms with the team us a huckup running back and kick rernmer. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 1970s) 

Bruce Smilli (M1111i11s Fetry lligh School. Class of 1976). Ile is at the top of the fot 
when it comes to distance running a,; a four-!ime Ohio state champion who set countless 
meet. ,·alley and sdmol records along lhe way. 

In noss country. Smith wa; a three-time All-Ohioan (1973. '74 und '75), capturing 
first pbce at the state meet in bo:h hi.1 juniur (9:43.()) and senior (9:.13.4) sea;ons after 
placing ,ewnth {10:()5.0) as a ;.ophomore. His time in 1975 wus the state record at the 
lime. 

As both a junior and senior. he ulso finished firot in the sectional. di;.trict, OVAC and 
Belmont Count}' meets an~ finished undefeated 00th yean. As a .wphomore, he was 
;.econd in the oectional, distric1 and umnty me~! and thinl in the OVAC. 

!le was a three-time All-Eastern District and All-Val!ey honoree in cross country as 1>dl. 
In !rack, Smith earned All-Ohio atatu~ two times (1975, '76), winning the state championship in the two

mile run both years. He poste,l a time of9:! l .! u, a senior alkr winning in 9:31.l as a,ianior. Jle u!su placed 
seventh at lhe state event as a sophomore (\1:39.9). 

He finished fir.st in the sectional and diotri~t meet, al! three ycan, winning the county event twice and 
finishing a, runner-up nnl1.'. In OVAC mccl1, he won the OVAC one•mile run and fini-.hed thinl in the 880-
yanl nm as ij ,enior: and c'aptured the 1wo-mile run a~ both a sophomore and junior, 

SmiLli g~'1'.ere<l All-&:.wm rn,1rk1 and All- \'alley burels three time,; in tni.:k. 
In the h,o ~pt:rn.1 ~t Martin1 Fe..•1J" Smith ,Hi p:111 uf four undefeated teams, three sectitma! and di,trk1 

dumpiomJ,ip team,. one OVAC ch~mpiur<->hip 1~.:1m und !.hree OVAC runner-up te:JJm 
Smith was also J lun;Hime crn,:petitor i11 rn□,t area mad races, indu<ling several:~= as the top local 

rnnner ln the E!!.t} \ Dist:ince R"'-"-' foow 1he O.,:\le!l :!OK Clas~id. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete - 1980s) 

Wendy Baker (East Llverpnol High School. Class of 1989). A two-sport standout for 
the Lmly Potten;, excelling in both ba1ketball 1111d softball. 

On the court, she was n four-yeur vani1y performer, bernming the lir,t player in 
6dmo! hiotury to exceed ! ,000 career points, finhhing with 1 .117 tallies. As a senior, 
she a>·tr.iged 215 points per gmne. Baker abo excelled defemi"ely. posting 291 career 
steals induding 135 as a senior. 

As a senior. :;he was a second terun all.Ohio Di\'i~inn I selection who was &elected 10 
play in t!Je J\kDonahrs All-St/If Clas.1ic in Columbus. She was alsu OVAC Cla.1s 4-A, 
District 5, Division I and All.Columbiana Cnunty "Playerofthe Year·•. She wru; also an 
All-OVAC and All-Eastern District first team choke as a jnnim and 1111 all-District honorable mention 
pick as a iophomore, 

On lhe diamond, Baker's career pitdiing number:; include<.149 vi(.10ries nn<l 226 strikeouts am! .-100-plus 
batting average. Her senior season numbers included a lofty .477 awrage along with wme impressive 
pitching numbern - 19 ,·ictories. I I 7 strikeouts an<l a 0.54 E.R.A. She batted .483 as a junior with 31 RBI 
and had !09 pitching wins, regillering !09 strikeouts and a l ,77 ERA. As a IDphomore. she hit .422. 

Baker·s soflba!! all-star honor:; indmkd two-time All-Ohio (fir.;t team as a ~enior. sernml team a~ n 
junior); um! two-time AU-OVAC Class 4-A. 

She auende<.l Wheeling College and p!aye<.l husketball for two seasons. scoring 8!12 points and posting 182 
steals during that time. She gained first team All-West Virginia lnten::(1!legiate Athletic Conference honon; as 
a soplmmore after gaining honorable mention as a freshman. 

Jeff Snedegar IAthJet, - 1990,J 

Jeff Sntdegnr (Buckeye Trail High School, Class or 199.5). He put up lofty 
numbers dunng his four.year gri<.hmn career, culminating in his selection as the AP 
All.Ohio Di\'ision V Olfonalve Pfoyer of the Year nn<.l finishing as runner•up in tile 
voting for Ohio's "Mr. f()(lth.al!" nw.ard following hfa senior ~ea>on. 

A 6 ft. 3, 2!0-pound four-year lettenrum at quarterback and Hnebacllr for the 
Warri\lfS. he rachd up 7.0:lO yards offensively and registered 673 tackles on defonse. 

~:t!s~f~ieseA/tfa~~:~ ~\;~~l/~d!~lt~~'~g !~~f/::n~re nnd junior years and 
As a .cnior, he led Trail to its first and only OHSAA playoff appearance (tlie 

Warriorn finishetl ll'ilh nn 11-2 ll\'erall record. winning two games before losing in the 
Division V st.ate semifinals ILJ Wellsville). Thul y1:ar. he p.asse<.l for v.hat was then .a M:hool n,-curd 1,769 yan.ls 
while rmhing for i/.J2! yurds for a l'lllilhine<.l total uf 3J90 yanls. He participated in 211 defensive stops as 
a senior. 

Snedegar was .a!w a tliree•year letterman in baske1ball (he di<.ln't play ns a j_uniurJ. finishing fourth un 
Trail's all•time !<l:oring list with 834 puints and third in carecr rebounding w1t11 .561, He awrnged 16.\ 
~~1nriF.6f~~~ as a senior, earning special mention AP AH•Ohlu as well as fir.;1 team All•Eastem Dimitt 

The 2000 Buckeye Tmil Hall of Fame inductee went unto a stellar career at the Ulli\'ersity uf Kentucky 
( 1996•99). earning four letters as an outside linebacker, As a fre.1hm:m, he had 42 tackles, started three games 
and was named ttJe outarnnding special team~• player and he followed that up with 97 tackles as a sopho
mure. Snedegar had 63 tackle.1 and four such as a junior, helping Kemuck)' toan Outbad Buwl berth where 
he n.-cor<.100 ! I tackles in a loss to Penn State l'rnwrsity. In !us final year at UK. he had 84 tackle1. four sacb 
and two lnt«L"!;'Jl\l(m~, earning him defensi1·e 1,.-fVPhonors. He was se!ecte<.l to tlie All•Soutllea.11 Conference 
squad and was nanu."<i to tile All,Amerkan Farm F1x11ba!J Team by Snccessfo] Fanning Magazine. 

Snedegar was slgned by the Miami Dolphins uf the Ni-1. in 2000 as an undrafted free agent. 
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Nick Bedway (M,a;,1 
Nick BedM•t1y (Wheeling Crntral High Sch,,ol. Cb.1& of 19.58). One of the area"i mos! 

~matilc und prolific newspaper iports jnurnaliats for five decades, he 1w been ,m !lie 1,ceru: for 
numemu~ OVAC events since ! 9fil. 

After attending \\'esl Liberty Stale Colkge for une year, he joined lhe Wh<'Cling News•Register 
""a copy boy in !9(,0. Later Ihm,·=, he jmn"'1TI1e lmerngeru:er staff"' aspmis,niter. In 1967, 
Beil way joinOO lhe New~•Regioter miff headed by Dill Van lforne nnd was promotoo Ill A,;1ociate 
Sports Editor in 1471 Oedway became N•R Sport, Editor in !91J5 and was muneil Ex=ilive 
Sporu P.dimr nf11,e lnte!Ugencer:Ne"•·Register in ;!!XX). a position he hdd unu! he retired in 
;?(Xl.5. He m1lhored daily and Sunday newspaper columns entitled "Nid,\ Notebook." and also 
wmte w!umr.s on area golf, htm ling. rnlkge !J'<lltS. outdoors and Ilic Wheeling Nailm • h(icM'y 
team. The O\"AC media guide 11ai dedkatetl to Oedway in !999. Ile sen·i:d a,; c1i•publici1y direcrnr of 1tle OVAC Rudy 
Mumky A!l·S!ru-Gaine fmm i!s inceplkm in 1')72 unlii !990. llodway also ,m·ed :is the OVAC slllndings· omthticinn in 
fornha!I, hay, and rirls b:dethail and h=ball for more !lum "5 yc:ns. 

Bedwo} i;cfl.'00 une term in )977 a.s president of the W. Va. Sp1111S W!'ilef., Association und recein::d the Gene 
Monehou.1eAwan! in 199() fmm lheurg:mizMion,He wa~ indw:ted in101hc Ogden Newspapen; WK Clasoic Hall of Fame 
in W06 and lhe Media Wing uf tl,e Ohio Oa.scba!l lfall of Fame in !996. He l\\il;e was selected lo serve as lhe Honorary 
Referee for lhe W. Va. Super Six Clm AA slate dinmpiunship fm11hal1 games held al \.Vheding hland Stadium. 

Bedway wa, the inaugural re.ipienl (1fth• Fatl1er John Lester Award for a lifetime cfsu!'Plm to k,col ,pons and )"Uuth 
uf the Ohio Valley m,d n:L-ei,·ed 1he Spiril und Leaden.hip A"ard fmm !i,e Lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. Ile a!so 
ha.1 receiw<.l award.1 fru111 !he V.lleding Socce:r As.ociation, Alkgheny Moontain Distric! U S. Tennb Associl.lion. 
Wheellng Post 1 American Legion Baseball Tram. Ogleh,iy Pan Meir's Golf Chili. and the Ohio Valley (",olf Assodation 
A pas\ member nf lhe V,'heding Hat! of Fame Committee and cumn1 member of lhe OVAC Hall of fame Committee. 
lledway a!.s<1 i, acti~e with !tie V.'hecllng Lions Club and recci,·ed. in 2005, the Leonard Jamtt A-..anl. th~ higliest Liun 
htmor be;!uwed in \Ves! \'irginia. Currenlly the c!wp1er i;ecrewy and Doan! of Directors· memt>er. he 1w M:n'e<.l as media 
refoli<mi dircclor,dmpterpreaidont, finl 1·ki,,premlcnl and TailT\\hter. Married45 years Ill ~le former Judy Kamna. !lie 
Dedwa}·, had four chiklren nnd haw five granddiiJJren 

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete - 19811s) 

Dennb Sll"taringen (Martins _Ferry High Schoo!, Clais of 1982). He e3rned !O 

/ \"UT!i?~~g~_ ih/~~•r,f1~:=1!:;~~~e~~ ~1:i:~tn
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nmassini; I ,616 yards paimng and 890 yards rushmg ,1~1~e Jeadmg !lie Putple Riden 
to a rnmbined :?l-9 recont including a ~potless 10-ll mark m hi_~ wphomore seastm, 
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~s~~=;1~t~~!:1if ir1:~$igi21.~~~~t~w:Vas~U6f.t?Jl\~Fa~ AA :~)Uf1: 
\'alley honors twke, f'ullowing his semor season, Swcarrngen was munc<.l a 
&ng{;;;.f ~Jt~t-~t~W~itb~fl:J:~~hm Valley Dapper Dan Oub sperm] hono= an<l pankipated in 

In b~,ketpau. Swearingen was a three-year starter and I ,()()().point c_areer scorer ant.! he was a key mem
berofhrry s_squad whi~h posted a 2().5 rewrd and adl'ance<.l to the Ohm Class AA repional finab m A them 
in 1982. Sc\inng !4,7 Pllints per game as n .cnior, he was nruned first teamAll•OVAC Class AAA /captain), 
All-District 12 and All-Va!l5t as well a.~ s.ccond ieam AH•Eastem Distnct Class AA. He played m both the 

~!'~ fi~1 ~~~nA~1:a:1~ g~~~~:i ~d '.'.,JJ.1ili!1ri~~li~!1!io~<l~:J~u:~iir~n8iirrkfChl~t~'.i :J 
tlurd team A!l.\'alley. 
a1st11i:=trn a~k~: !~~:·ear lencnnan in baseball, earning All•OVAC Class A.A.A humm 1wke. He 

Swearingen w_ent unto a stellar four~·ear football career ill Ohio U_nlversity, graduating in 1986 and resi• 
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.on (19.5) as well as !i!o rasscs for a season (13); fourth ln yanls passing for a game ofsi, ~easrnr (2,056} 
nnd cam:r 0.267) as we! as pass attempt~ (569) and comple"tions (312) Im a career: and fifth m career pasa
mg yards (3,267). 

Bill West (Athlete - 19911s) 

Billy Wfit (Buckeye lorn! High School. Class of !!J93). He made his biggest 
impact on the foot00.11 field, earning A!l•Ohio honors tluce times. indutling twice as a 
first team selel:tion. 

West ahu was a thn,e-time A!l•OVAC selection (!990, '91 and '92) and a three-time 
A!!-Ea~tem Di~trict pick (first team in ·91 an<l '9:?. second team in '9()). ~k also imr
ticipated in the Rudy Muml~y/OVAC Charity All-Star football Classic following his 
senim· season. 

Afterstaning as a freshman at Buch ye North. 11here he ru,hed for9(JO yards despite 
missing two-plus games due to iujury, he pm up some ultra-impressive numbr.,-s at the 
newly.consolidated Buckeye local High School. 

He finished with wha1 still Rtand> as a sdmo!-rei:ord 4,6.58 yanls, inc!u<.ling a ~ingle-sea.~on effon of! ,846 
yan.ls as a M:nior. He also had 1,719 yards as a junior and 1,093 as a sophomore. He n!so uwns six of the top 
S.:l'en imli1·idual game ru,l1ing reconfa at Buckeye Local. headed by a whopping 335,yard game agahi~t 
Martins Ferry in 199! faenmtl all•timel. 

West scored 352 point.1 tlll the 1,'l"idiron, indu<ling 15:! in his final seas1m. 
During his three years wi!11 the Panthers. tile team compiled a 28-4 combined record (9-;? in !990,J0-1 in 

1991 and 9-1 in 199:!J, making the playoffs twice and JlUllUl~ly misiing on 3 third. 
West also lettered lhree years in track and two in basketball fm the Pantbem. 
He was a four•yenr lettemmn at the Uni\'er,ity of Pitt>burgh, ,tarting fm three yearn and earning All-Big 

East "OITensi\'e Playcr of the Year" honors as a sophomore (1994) after replacing AU-American tailback 
Curti~ Martin ln game two and rushing for 1,358 yards. fifth on the al!-time single-season rushlng list. A 
Panther tri-captain as a seniur. West finished as the S(."hool's fourth all•time leading rusher with 2,803 yards. 

Donna Joseph IOVAC 'Fam;Jy') 

Danna Jouph fShadysi<.le High School. Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC 
track and cross country community for tl1ree deta,ks, she nl.m rnru:be<.l girls ITT!ck nnd 
hoys and girls emss rnuntry n! alma mllter Shadyside High Schoo! frum 1983-98. 

A registered track and cross country official for 30 years. ,he starll"<i working Ca! 
Giffin OVAC Track Meets in the early 1970s and continues !(l serve as director of 
the Class A·AA meet, a position she starte<.l in the mid-J980s. 

She .-urrently i~ drnirperwn of the OVAC Track Committee with o\'er l ~ years un 
the board and is ro-drnitper.1on of the OVAC Cro~s Country Committee wilh mer 
20 yearn of serYice with the group. 

A rccipicnl. ulung with husband Butch Joseph. of the Cal Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, 8he a!w 
Ji3s been acti\'e wittJ !he Ohio As,ociation of Trad; und Cross Country Coaches. 

She is presently the secretary and membership chairperson of the OAT&CCC and serves on the 
Executive Board of the stntewide organization. Donna ant.I Butch handle the registration for the annual 
track dink attended by an estimated I ,?Oil coaches. 

She serve.! as Meet Manager for the Ml<.lwest Meet uf Champions when Ohio hmted the event at Ohio 
Wesleyan College am\ also ~erred as Ohlo coach when the meet was cunteste<.l in Indianapolis. Ind. The 
Josephs were awarded the Ed Bark,.,- Award this year from the OAT&CCC. 

Besldes track and cross country. Donna also has served un the commiuees ant.! worked the annual Sam 
Mumley OVAC Busketball AU-Star games and the Ru<.ly Mumle}' OVAC Football AH-Star games. She 
also a:.sistetl with the O\'AC Volk;·ba!I Tournaments an<l team standings. The 1%4 Shrulyslde High 
graduate earnc<.l her <.legree from Ohio State University in 1968 and her master's degree in 1983 from Ohio 
Unil'ersl!y. She was a l!Ullhematics in>truc11,r at Shady.1ide from 1%8•98. 

Earl Klevins (Officiuls) 
Et1rl Klfri1u (Wnrwood High Sch(ml. Class of 19341. One uf lhe OhiLl \'allef.1 must 

prominent footlmtl nnd h:iske!hn!l officiafa during a 35-year career fmm l!J38 ILl l</73 
K!e1·ins attendOO Wheeling lligh School for llne and a half years before 1ransforring m 

WorrwtlOO High. fmm 11tJich tie graduated in )934, He played high s,:hn(ll hnaketliall at both 
si:houb. 

Earl naended llethan)-· Cdlege \\'here he played footha!I nnd baskelball alnng with com· 
pcling in I rack under legendary coach John Knight. 

Klei-ins officiated in his f,t,t ba:.k,,tball game in 1'J38 at the Madison g:i,mnasium. The 
nrponents on that occasion were Wheeling High amt Bridgeport and his officin!ing rartner 
was another OVAC Hall uf fame member. the late Walter Heil. Thiny-lhe ;ears lalor \\'hen he hung up his 
11his1le, Kbim had olfkialcd in more than ! ."lOO b.:t,keiball ganies and 570 fomball gam"" on the high school and 
eollegiale Je,ei. 

Akmg wilh M'l1iing as an O\'AC official, Kle,ins offidu(ed grunes in the Southern Conforence, the West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conferenc,: and a! many other colleges in !he !li•Mate area. 

He alw rlaycd prufrssionall}' with !ht, Wheeling Blue.\ basketball team and wa$ a long-time rmiidpanl in kical 
indcperuknt league, and 1ouma1nem,. 

Kle•·ins "as a lung-time standmn on the area tennis courts. winning many local. regional and natinnal «,uma
ments. In 1975. Call and hh ir~nner 11on 1he United Sl:ltei national clmihk~ lille in lhe n•and up 3ge hracket. Tiie 
l(>umamcnt wm; hdd in Mynle Beach. SC. Al u;-:e 4.5, lie won 1/ie West "Jirginia Slate ,ingle« title and learned with 
lhe late Loran Mercer for doubles lmm1n in their age group. Earl also won numerous Oglebay Part Tennh Club 
championsfrip, thmugh his mid,8(), at which lime he retired from cumpetJtive tennl~ 

The committee for !he Samu~] A. Mumley OVAC Oa1k,,tball Oassic presented Klevin~ with the Rohen "Bobby" 
Dawson Officiah Award. Ear! and bis 1->ife Luc;1 have been married fnr mure than 70 ye:m;. They raised three 
children: Earl Jr,,Judy and Robert. Tioey ha,·e been blessed \\ilh four p;irakhildren and five great grandchildren. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coaches) 

Sam Andy (Wheeling High Sch[l()L Clais of !958), 'n,e winningc,1 coach in Ohio Valley 
high &hool hoyf hasl:.ethall history with 61 l "ins m·er a 39.year rnn,ec Andy surpassed a 
record set h}' chaner OVAC !fall of Fame lru!nclee Rkhard L "Dick" Pmts. 

And)'s head cnaching career indmlcd 1»0 "'asons a! l'razeysbw-g (0} Jli~h School (1964-. 
1%6). seven yearn nt Wheeling High Schoo! {l9W- 1976) nnd tlie la\! 30 year& a! \','heeling 
Park High School (l976-2(lll6). 

Secru1d all-lim~ for victories in West Vif¥inia·, big idux,l class. Andy"s teams wnn thn,>e 
Class AAA SlMe thampionships (1976 at Wheding High. 1'180 am! 1995 at Wheeling Park). 
The ! '195 slate final was one of the memornhlt clrnmpion>liip games in W. Va. boys" basketball 
bi.1tory as Andy's Patriots &foaled D'-"'kley Woodrow Wilson 99-96 in a triple-mertime m~s
lcrpiece. 

Ile ubo had one other Patriot squad Dnhh as the sta!e runner•up (l',97) and four ;emifinalisl learns (1%8, !'J'IO, 
1'¥18 nnd WOOl. Andy coachcl in 921 g'11l1es and his dubs e~perienced only !ltrt.'11 looing ;caoons. Under his direction. 
Wheeling High a,-,d Wheeling: Prut qual1fi~d fur !U1 OVAC record W state !OUmITTnents. In 37 years al the !wo Ohin 
Coun1y 1-<:hoob.Andy produced 31 scctinnal championship teams, 28 Region One titlist,; and six Ohin Valley Alhletic· 
Conkrenco di\'ision r<:nnant winners 

Through most uf his career, the Vv"heeling Wildcats and Park Pat.'iot,; dominated th~ir rivals in lko ronfen,n,·c. ,a,in• 
ning 78 percent of their games against OVAC opponents. Tiiey also annually played a sd,~dule !l1a1 indrnkd msny of 
the mp basketball powers in the state. An!ly coadied four West \'irginia Player of the Year standonrn and hod 31 pby
ers earn college scholarship,. including scocral Di,ision I stalwarts. 

lie 1wice was honored as Ll,e OVACCmu.·hnflhe Year (1976 ond !995J. In 2(XJ.1. he wa, ,eb:!ecl"' !he l'pr-:r Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Club·i Co•Mon uf !l"' Year along with Jl,fomo<: Central Cuach fay Circo11u In 20()7 he \\a, !he 
recipient of1he Earl Haberfidd Cuacheo' Award presented by the committee directing: 1he annual Samud A. Mumley 
OVAC Basketball Cla.sic. A 1g53 graduate of Whc,eling High Schuul. Andy grn,fo:i!cl fmm Wes! UbcnJ Stale 
College in 1963 He was a basketball starter and knerman at buth sd1ools. 

Joe Fortunato (Athlete. 1940s) 

J11e F11rtunato {Mingo Hif!h School, Cla1s of !948), A nine-time letterwinner in 
three sports at Mingo (football, basketball und baseball). he was an All-Ohio Valley 
Athkue Conference performer ns a football nnil basketball player. 

Fortunato enml!ed at Virginia Military Institute. but tramferrcd to Mississippi State 
when the Keydds' head coach S!ick Morton w:cepted the jub wirh the Bulldogs. At 
Mi~sisoippi State. Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conference fullback-line
backer. 

The honorable mention All-Amerka performer kil Mississippi Stnte in rushing nm! 
had a game high of 169 ymtls ngaimt North Te~ns State. 

Highlight of his col!egiate career occurred \,hen the Bulldogs defeated national champion Tennes,ee 7-
0. Volunteern' Coo.ch General Tom Neyland pral.led Fortunato nfter the gam~ by calling him one uf 1he 
i;n,atc,t players his tenms nt Tennessee had ever faced. 

fortunato was drafted in the se\'enth round by Ille Chicago Bears, but played one seamn ifl the Canmlinn 
League before signing wirh the National Football League tcam. 

He started at linebacker for 12 seasons {1955-1966) with the ·'Monsters of the Mi<lway'' uml was namtcl 
first team All-Pm lhree time:; along with being selected for the Pro Bowl un five m:casions. The defenstve 
captain of the Bears was a!so captain of the last Pro llowl team coached by the legendary Vince Lombardi. 

After his playing (:areer. Fortunato spent twu seasm1s on the Ilea!"!;" staff, rnad1ing the Jinehm:hr, one 
year and then serving as defensive eoorrllnator the neJt! year. 

Fortunato also is the only Ohio Valley athlete tu be selected to the National Italian AmL'licnn Sports Hall 
of Fame, He was the leading vote-getter in ll1e lntc!Iigcncer'~ 1970 All•Time Oliio Valley Team, which 
was ,elected by a vote of the ru-ca spom fans. 

fort11nato also i~ a member nf tl1e Upper Ohio Val!ey Oappt!r Dan Hall llf Fame. 

John Reger (Athlete" 1950s) 

10h11 Heger (Lins)y lligh School. Class of 1951)), This all-OVAC honoree in football 
and baskethall was inducteJ into the Whedin:;i City Hall of Fame in 1!198. 

Rcg~>r·s football achiHcmcn!s were remarhbk con.1idering thut he was k~o Hum six
feet tall and weighed just l 25 Jl<lUnds when ltc began compclin:;i as a high !,d1ool athlete, 
but he had more importam nttrihutcs such a~ a huge, competitive bean nnJ the dcrc1111i
nation ofayomh twice his oize. lk pfayed fullback and line hacker al Linsly nnd caprnined 
the 1949 Cadet squad that !()st just one game tn TrfoJdphia (20-19) in whut was n:garJ
ed as the most memorable high s.:hool foo1ball contest played during that cm at \\il1celing 
M:mJ Stadium. 

Reger went on to the Uni\·mity of Pin~burgh on a footbal! scholarship a11d his freshman team in Jg50 11cn! 
undcfrated. After just three l"nrsity games the following year, hi.I collegiate career was ended b}' a knee injury. 
The Whec!in:;i native rctumeJ Imme ancl was wmking in a gasoline slali()n \\hen his former high school coad,, 
Etz Rine. arranged a tryout for him with the Pi1t,burgh Stcckr, even thougb he had m1t pfoycd football in !!:rec 
years. Displaying the same grit and clctc1111ination he lmJ shown in high schnol, Reger npencd the 1995 season 
a~ one of the Steelers' starting linchackcrs. During hi., nine seasons in Pittsbur:;ih, Reger cnmetl three Prn Bm,) 
imitations. He hc,:;ame captain ufthc Steelers defensive nnit and was vDted a, the team's MVP durinl,! the 1959 
season. Reger played in his first Pm Bm~l in 1960 and made IM> mure npp,:nrnnccs in 191>1 and J%2. 

lie su,;taincd a Jifr·ttrrcatcning and n~ar career-ending injury during his final season in Pi11sburgh during a 
game against the Eagles at Franklm Field in Phi!adclphia. Reger was hit in the head am] had a spasm in hio 1l1roat 
that mt off nir. Fnrtunatdy. the ambul:mce they ocm for induJcd oxygen and he was re\'il'cJ. Following that 
harrowing incident, ncry team in the NFL wns required to hnve o,yi;cn on the sideline,. 

Reger was placed on waiver; by the Steelers priurto the otart of the rcgnfor season in )964 and he was pidcd 
up by the Waohlngrnn Redskins. for whom he played three more years before retiring, O"crnll. he played !2 scu
sons in the t.TL 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlete" 1960s) 

Robert 'Ho' Alt-Com1auglly (Whedin:;i Ccntrnl High School. Clas., of l<J66). lie wa> u 
1Wo•spmT phenom for the /T,faroon Knights in tbemid !%Os. s1arrin:;i in haikctball and base
halL 

McConrumghy WU3 a four-year kttcm,an in both sports. gaining fir.Heam alhtate hon, 
ors in ha,cball as a senior. That same year he gamrn:d m:ond-1eam all-West Virginia Juu
rcls in hoops after helping lead the M:mxm Knigtrts tn the West Viri;inia Catholic 
Tonmamcnt tltk, 

In haseball, McConrumghy i> <:onsi<lercd one uf the bt,1t shortstops the Ohio Valley prep 
r:rnb has C\'Cf produccil. He wem unto star at We,1t Liberty St:i!e College in both ,1purts. 

In 1970. Mcconnaughy was nnmcil firsHeurn all-WVIAC as a s!mrmop and shortly 
therc:Uk,- signed a profo:;sion~J contract with the Baltimore Orioles. A year previously, he was drafted by the 
Cincinnati Re<ls in the 241h round, five round.1 aheud uf Ken Griffey, Sr. 

He spent Uuce years in the Orinlcs· form syoti:m before returning hmnc and starring for the Warwoc,,.\ RcJa of 
the Ohio Valley Baseball Lcn£uc. 

Bu was a !.Ceond-tcam all-wnkrcncc sde<'tion as a s,;nior for the Hilltoppcrs· hoop lean,. 
McCDnnaugby h:tS maintaineJ hi, relationship wi1h West Liberty. finishing up his 25th year al the llilltoppcrs' 

baseball helm. 
He has m:rnmulatGd more th:m 50:) wins at his alma mala to ft' with five cunfrri:m:r ~,o,1m am! n benl1 in !Ile 

1990 NAJA World Series. l\kConnau;hy led th, Blad;; & Gold fO !fair fir>H'.>W 1\CAA Rq;ltmd Pb;,,lf, in 
1998. 

t.kC,mnaughy wasekct:.,J un!"' W,:-:,1 Ubi:n~ S=C<¼kp;- !1'111 Df f:m,c in Jg3S. Jle b, bee~ n,mml W\"l.-\C 
Coru:h-t,f•The-Yi:ar on fr:r.ir occa~ium 

In ad,Ji!ioa to ba,i;lml1, he bi ,=:1¼:--J f;:,o1m1r tr.id z:id men·~ lll\J wt=·~ m!!ik.etbill st Weit Lib.::ty Ile is 
currcn1ly in charge uf!hc WLSC l:mi-,-,un;h Pro~-n. 
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BiH Hinegardner (Coaches) 

Bi/I llinegurdner (Meadow Bridge Hi&h Schou!. Clas~ nf )9{,()). Refrmed lo by 1),,, late B,:J 
Van Home ~s W.Va Wre1tling"s "Man ofCharactcl','' Hinegardner received his hl:u:helor"s\k:gr,~ 
from Concmd Cnllege in 1%5 and master's degree from \Vest \"trfinia l'nisersity in !%8. The 
former Concord haskethall and ha,eball player entered the Mar.1hal! County School S;·iwm a, a 
mathemati,s tead1er in the !9('4·6.'i S£hl>ol year. He ser,•ed a, an assistant cuad1 in "rcstling a:i,t 
football al Mounds,·ill• l!i;h for l!mce ye.1r, bcfon: t:tling nH·rtho head wn,:.tfaig ru<ilinn "t,,,n 
the consolidated Jolm Mar,hall Hi;:cli S,hool opcned it> door, a1 th< outset ofib<, 1%8·69 ieh,·,1] 
y~ar. During hi: 14 ye,1r, as hcud coach. !)1': Mmt.m:h prup-.1m became one nf tho mo~t succ,,,-. 
fol in the OVAC am1 ~lw in !he ot-1te ol \\ht \"i~inia. Hinegardner": teami won four W. Va. ClM 
AA,A cbmpionships (ln2. J'J73, 1974 and !'J79). The MOJ'.archs were alw runnm•up four 
limei and fini,hed loo,~r (11:m oixtli pla<.'<l only once in the W Va. St.1le Tnumamctll. The Run Mauck OVAC Wre,!ling 
Tomn:\JllC'Ill iaw llinog,1rdnor",Jnlm Manhall f'<J\\'erliou1es 1akc !he uwrall !cant tiik foor lint<·, (Jgn. '7.1, "14, '77)and 
fini,11 second five limes. The Momm.fa alsn eamed file OVAC class 4· A titles and emerged a., Class 4--A Dual Meet win• 
ncrs. n,~ tim¢s. from P,,cember of 1971 through Dc<,cmher uf !976. Hincprdner·s wn,stkr, wem ~m.mgh 41 strai;h! 
dual match,,s ,1ithuut a dde~t. lfa mcr:i.11 dual meet n,cn,J wa!S !33-29·1. llinega.·dner's pru~nun produced 20 ind.ii-id· 
ual sU!le champions. !n 19%, he was a snember (1fthe late Mike l.in1ky ·, s1.1ff1hn1 kd John M.trshall lo the W. V~.Cfass 
AAA foolbal! title. Ile sencd as Pn:1i,kmt <Jf Dinecio. s1f!ho W. Va. Wn:stling Cum·hes Aw,c llw Region Ow: Com:hc~ 
Association; Marshall CounlJ Coache,Asrocfa1ion; Co•Dm:,·tor of the OVAC and W. Va. Sta;, Toumarm.'Tit\: faecu\i\'e 
B1Jard Membt'r of lhe OVAC and th~ WVSS.AC for Wmlling. llis award1 include Na!ioo»i Wre~!ling !fall of fame 
Lifolir.ie Sen:i(1' in Wrest!Cr.i; AMml (2004): Katior.al High Sch""! Coaches Association Di,trkt 3 Cooc·h of !he Year 
(l'Jif,J: OVAC Cooch <lf th<: fo,r (1974): W. V.i. Wrestling Coach of\!~ Year (thn.>e limes I; l ppa Ol1io Valley Dapper 
Dan Mhie,·emem A10,m:\s 11":' !ime1i: Mr. Mat Award for ~nntributiom to !lit spon of wm,:mg in the OVAC (lWUl: 
liPl"'rOhio v~ne~ D;;,per Dan Cail R. Hamill A"anl C!KXlJ: ),,founds,il!e Area JuniorChamlwofl:ommerce Jim Edge 
A"IL-d (1',\77) r,iwn for nuiWtmlmg work in rdigirn.:s and J'(mth acti1ities: am! !he John Mar-.hall llig!i Sch,10! Wall of 
fa.'Th' (l'",r;\ Claol. :W5). A:kr remin;;: fmm Mar.lrnll Counly in 1999, Bill went to wmk f,,, the So,itt.erland of Ohio 
School Dmric'! at River !lifh a, a GuiJance Counse!nr until he retired in 20().1. 

Don Fleming (Athlete • 1950s) 

Don Fleming (Shocl;side High School. Class of 195~). The !MHime A.l!,Obio Valhy 
Alhktic Conference flr,1 tea:n honr,ree in foorbaU, Fleming wai capl~in of the Tiger,· um!,•, 
fea!OO conference diampinm in !'J54. !k ah<> plo}·etl center fur th~ Sh;ulysid~ squad llt:i! w"n 
a11 O\AC !livision title rn b:i,kethall. TI,i, \'ersmile athlete plnyed in the Oliio Ea.,1-W<=S! A.'> 
St.sr haoebll game bdJ in Columbus and performed ill !lw Ohi::,,We$t VirgJn;a All-Siar 
Fnmball Game hddduring the 1ummer uf 1955 al \\11weling hland Stadium. Fleming wem ,,n 
to !h~ Fni,cn;ity of Florida "n a foothall ;cbolmhip. Ile was a t!m:e•year o\aner and a l"n• 
way end r<:rfmmer fur 1l1e Ga\ora. Ile was ckncd capt:lia nf lho !958 team 1ru:1 pfayed in lhe 
Gator Bowl a.~d ""s a membc>r of the AJJ.Sou1heas(ern Conforen"" team that same year. He 
was drafted by tlie Cbirngo Cardinals ofll"' Na1io11al fornbatl League and the Buston Patriots 
oflhe American Football Leagl!e. However, Fleming elected to remain in college to cnmple:e wmk on hi, degree and 
pby baseball. As a seninr. Fleming also was dmsen captain of lhe Florida baseball rerun tbt w,m ti"' SEC c!,i,mpi• 
nnship and e,med a bent, in tl1e NCAA tournament. !n !lie spring of !959. Fleming eamed "degree n, a construction 
C'TI£ineer. When Paul Bmwn. uwner-m1ch nf lhe Ocvebnd Bmwns, traded fm Flemi~/s NFL rizhts. Fleming 
h)11assed si~'llin:;i with lhe bv.,bll Ballim<>re Orioles and dcddcd lU play pmkssional football. D<opite never ha•·ing 
pl";·ed <kkn,ive hack. he Marted as a ruokie with the Browns a\ safety and m:uk llw NR., .\!!-Rookie tea.-n in 1960. 
After his third s,eason wilh the Brnwns, Fleming was n~med w lite All•NR., first tellm, Jn th.H uff•season, while work
ing- on :i rnr.Mmrnon job lmilillng at a hank in fforicta. fkming was killed in an elw:ic:,I acdlrent. Born June 11, 
JgJ7, Fleming: was just "5 }'ear:s old at the limo of his pas.ling-. Di:opite having pb}·ed ju,l thn.'<' ,easons with the 
Bm\\ns. lie had sui:h rm imp~C! on the fmnrhise tlta! (hey named their practice field< Fleming field, in hb honor mu! 
retired No. 46. whid, ,1as his numlJt't. Tiie lTni\'LTii\y of Florida nanied its intrnmurul field, Fleming Field, and th,, 
no,ida Alumni Asiociation established an award in his name 1ha1 is gi\'en annually t,• the senior in any sport 
c.ic'mplifying ~le best kadt:nhip quali1ks. lfo also wai sdc<:(ed for induction into !he Uni\,,n;ity af Florida\ Hall of 
Fa.~.ie and ll a memb,:,r of!he Stute nf f'loritla"~Athktic !!all offome. Sbady>ide High Sch,,"1 Mired his numbter (59) 
nnd named irn athletic complex Fleming Fteld 

Bob Kelley (Athlete" J960s) 

Bob Kelley (Weir High Sthl.1(11, Cla,s of 1961 ). Kelley mmk the most of his giftd 
anJ speedy kp to can·e his niche into the Wdr High and OVAC renml hooks in I\H) 
~ports. Ile was a st.u both un the i;ri,limn and the trnck cinders for the Red Riders. 

Kdley •- com:hd by the legendary Jim Carey - ru~hed for 2,730 yrutls and -12 
career touchdowns. Kelley led Weir to n 10-1 season anJ the West Virginia stole 
champion~hip in !960. He i;ained 1,159 pr<ls that ye:ir whh 22 touchdowns. 

In 1he 4().() rout uf Nitro in !lie Mate dmmpiomhip i;ame. Kelley was a one-m:m 
wn.>(:king crew. He tallied four TDs and passed for a filih. 

Kelley was also a lwo-way starter as ajm1ior fur the Red Ri<lers. He was the second 
unJerdas,men in smte history to receive lhe Kennedy Award (1959), besmwed each year on tl1e slate's 
premier prep foothall pbyer. and the first winner fmm the OVAC. The first-team ail-West Virginia and all
OVAC honuree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magazine All-American honul"!, ~ the Red Riders were 
ranked 1 llh nationally. He pfayed in the OV,\C All-Star Game and left with Most Vatuahle Player acrnladcs. 

Kelley also made his mark in !rack his senior season. He esrnhlishetl a Steel Val!e} Leagne recorJ of 9.95 
sernruh for the l(XJ.\•arJ dash anil an OVAC meet standard of 10.! .ecunJ~ at the sar:ie distance. 

He was voted moSt valuable performer at the OVAC meet where he won three gokl medals and one silver, 
He went on to win four regional track titles and four more medals in the state meet, in duding secoml place in 
the l[)(J.yiln.l da1h. 

Afrer graduation from Weir, Kelley matriculated to Cameron JuniorColkge in Oklahoma. He led the Aggies 
to the JUCO champiomhip. beating Bnkmfidd, 2.8-20, in a game plnyed in the Rose Bowl. Kelley led 
Cameron with 712 yards on the season. earning first,tcamn!l-Ok.Jahoma CQnference kam honms. He was also 
honored on the 1961 Junior College Hclm.1 Athletic Foundation All-American team a, a fir,Hea.-n halfback. 

He later attended Oklahoma State and Colorado. but wa, sidelined Jue 10 injuries. 

Gene Cattane (Athlete - 1970s) 

Gene Cattane (St Cbirnvi!k High Srhool. Class of 1977). Camme put tngethcr an impn:,
sh-e fouq·car can:cr on the diamond as a shurtstop and pitcher for lhe Red Oe,·i!s. 

Some 30 years later, he a1ill rnnh in Ohiu·, top 10 in two sta1i>!ical categoric~ •- No.4 ,in 

the all time career hit list wict, I?:! nnd No. 7 in RBI with 145. In 109 varsit;· games. Cattane·s 
(.':im,r numbern al.so indudcd a batting a,-cragc of .431 with 127 rum srnn::J. 29 home run>. 
13 triples nnd 25 doubles. As a pitcher, he compiled a 14.J l c:irecr record 

He was a four-lime al!• Valley selection (sci:ond team as a freshman and fir,t tcnm the nc,1 
!hr~'C ~cars. including ocn·ing a~ captain as a seniot) and he was sekcied to participate in four 
Eas1cm Ohiu Ba,cbal! League A!!-Star Games. Canane wa.\ alw tabbed for the OhioAll-StJI 
Serie~ in Cohtmhus. c~uivakm 10 ;aining all•statc honors at that lime. 

As a seniur, Cmtane helped !lie Rc<l Devili ro the OVAC Class 3-A i:hampiomhip nnd" 23.9 ()verall record. He 
OOucJ .478 (fifth in !be vall~y) with \'alky-kading tntah of 54 hits, HI hDme nms, :18 RBI nnd 35 mm srnn::d. He 
aho b:ul four tripks. six doubles aml !6 ,tolcn bases. On the mound. he wa.1 fr.J with a 1 ,73 E.R_A. in 52.2 innings. 
striking out 7l 1,hik walking 27 and allowing 31 hits. Carrane's junior number; indudcl a .4.55 awrag:e (frfth in the 
O\AC) with valley hests in horn~ nm, /8) and RB! (36) along ,~ith 40 hits, five douh!cs. th= tripk.1 arul 26 mm 
smrcJ. As a sophomore, he hit 349 with va!ky highs in home runs (9) and Rill (46) along with :18 hits. four Jou, 
hies. t.'uec triples and 32 runs sc()n::J lfo fre1hman llltal.\ indudcd a .449 a,·crnge (fourth 111 the OVAC) arul valky
kac\Ulg m~!b in hiis (40) an,.' r,1m mmd (~4) along 1oi!li J() douhko. th= triplea. two h,,me runi anJ !5 RBI. 

!!I ru:h!i1ion [(I h;, J,;fi, sc·!>.oc,l ~,pkit\, Calla.~~ ""-i nll-\> a s:,mrl()ll1 Amcric:m Le&km p\.,ycr. Hew~ nnmed OJ:-jo 
,\m,;ric~o Lq;i,m Pb}-.r urihe Yem in 1976 nftt:f k-"<!ir.~ M~}=tl Pmt 666 to a otue rut:m:r·up finfoh wirl1 a 28•7 
r,;m1d. baiting .350 fo, 1hc Sc~><>n induding .4.1.l in srn::n mumamem g:unes. He al"' pla.; :d for more 1ha11 Hl years 
wi1h !1-fayrn,rdcf tlw Or.in Valley Bi,d"'1J l.z~.-:uc nnd ""' a f"''~•miJl cll-~t,r, 

Car...me, inJllCt~d ~~t" the SI. C Hal! of FIim!: i..1 '.!1X"l6. <lied i..1 a coot rniniu_g i1<~tiikn1 "" Sep!. !O, !990 at the nj;l! 
uf;L 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete -1970sJ 

Jol,n lm11 (Bnl<.lkc !ligh Schoc:1!. Cla~~ \lf !')7/iJ, This Bruin starred ln three spotts. 
etching his name into !he OVAC annal~ ai one ufthe prcmic-r foo1bru! linemen and track 
wcighuncn ever to compete in !he conference. 

Leon - who was al,o a stamlm11 grappler at Bmokc •- was a !>1-0-way line uar for 
the puwerfol Bruim. earning a myriad of all-star accofoik$. induding the !975 Ken 
llunt Award. going to lhe Lineman of tfte Year in Wc>t Virginia, making Leon the fir,t 
OVAC winner oft!ie prestigious honor. 

Leon bl Brooke to a').! scawn en mute to the OVAC championship in his junior 
campaign before earning al).confcrcnce and aJ!.state faurefa a3 a senior. The powerful 
Leon played in I.he 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the Mountaineer.; !o victory. 

He was just ns impressi1·e in track tirdes. rewriting !he OVAC record hooks in the shot put and discus. In 
the 1976 mue meet. Le1m launched the iron hall 59• 1, breaking the W. Va. stambrd by wmc two foet. TI,c 
rocurd !asteU two years before heing eclipse(! by fu1ure Olympian Randy Barnc1. Leon won lhrce state throw• 
ing titles, two in the shotput and ,:,ne in the di1cus. 

Leon was a!w a force on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark as a junior nnd scniur lu;a,·ywdght. 
Upon graduation_ from llruokc, Leon accepted a f1x1thall scholarship to Notre Dame. He was a 1hrec-ycar 

letterman for the FightinJ. !ri,h as a guard, TI1e Irish won t;;o Cotton Dowb am! one Gator Bowl duri_ng his 
career at Suuth Bend. Alter graduating from Nutre Dame, he n.-ceil·~'d hb1 MD degree from W~st Virginia 
l1niveriity in 1984. 

lie has been a radiuloglst for 20 years. He is the current pn:sicknt uf Radiological Physician~ A$sodatcs. 
lk is past president of the West Virginia Radinfogical Society. past prnidclll of the Marion County Medical 
Society Wi well u past pn:!ii,fon! of lhc Fninnon! Fkld Cluh. 

Lcun and his wife Marcy have hc~n married for 22 years. The;· haw four children: Jolmny, Camilk Isahella 
and Joseph. 

Anthony Reed (Athlete. 19so,) 

Anthony Reed {Wheeling Park High School. Class of !989). Recd kft a lasting mark 
on !he athktk scene both for the Patriots and the OVAC, evident ½hen he became the 
first pcrsun indunerl inti, the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 19\17 for his 
cip!oits ln basketball and track. 

On du; basket ha!! rnurt, Recd was a 1w(>-timc fir.;t team All• W.\'a. Class AAA selcc
lion. !iCTYing as captain a• a junior. He wai a two-time l'SA Tm.lay W.Va. Player ufthc 
Year nnd the Gatorade State Player of the Year as a senior. lie aho gained first team Ail• 
OVAC aml A!I.Vcl!cy ncwlades twice and was a tri-captain on The lntclligcnccr·s all• 
derndc team of the 1980s. 

TI1e 6-4 wing scored ! ,290 points in twu season!, including what still gtands as a 
schm,l•recurd 663 poina (a 28.9 p,;r•game a\"crage) 3S a scniur. He avcrnged ! l .5 rebounds per game that year 
nnd also o<:I \\hat was then an OVAC.record 88 1hrcc•point guals a, 11 senior. As ajuniDt, Recd wM selected 
to the Wc~t Virginia Class AAA All•Toumamcm team. 

In track, tlic talented Recd I\Wi a stdlar p,;rfonncr in the high jump, hun!le~ and relays, 
A hvo-timc Wc~t Virginia Class AA . .\ state champio11 in the high jump (including a mccHccord 6 ft. 9 in 

dfort), he a!~o set what was then a val!ey,rea.,rd with a 6 fl. 11 in. kap, RccJ p!accrl second ia the l )[),meter 
high hurdki at the stale mL-cl (14.fi5 !iCconds) and was on state t'hampiomhip relay teams to help Park finish 
a clmc sccund in the Class AAA ~ta!e m~ct in ! 989, 

The Park produc1 a!su made his presence felt at lhc wll~giatc !eve!. staning am] lettering for thR-e years at 
Cleveland Srnte Unil·cnity. He !iCorcd 1.090 points (ranking him !0th on the a!l-timc CSU scoring !fat at the 
timc). a,·ernglng L~.6 points per game as a scnim to cam sccon,J team All-Mid C"untinem Conference acco• 
lades. As a juniur, he avcrnged 13.2 poirns per game and received the Paul Stew an A wan\ presented to the 
pla)'ct who.le unmng contributions did tile mm! to furth<:r the swx·ess of th<: team. Recd nho won the Mid· 
Continent Conference hil,'h jump championship as a junior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Chris EnochJ (Oak Glen High Schoo!. Class of l99-I). Enochs excelled in three sports 
for the Golden Bears. hut it was baseball \\here he would mah his biggest impact. 

Enochs' senior sea~on diamond c~plulll earned him first team all·West Virginia Class 
AA ac~oladcs and he was named lhe "l'fo}'erof the Yea(' b) both Gatl>fl!lle and l'SA Toda}' 
and wa.1 sdec!ed as the runner-up for !hal honor by the W. Va. Sportswriters Association. 

Al~o a fir.t team all-OVAC C'la.% 3-A first teamer and ~Player or the Y=~ and an all
Valley first teamer and "big school"' captain, Enochs led the ~-a!le)' with ! i home nrns and 
42 RBI while batting .441. His pitching total~ included a 6-4 record and a 1.12 E.R.A. with 
106 slrikeouts and 16 walk~ in 6~ inmnp, He pitched a perfect game for Oak Glen agaimt 
Toronto. 

On the basketball court, Enochs was first learn aJJ.QVAC and all-Valley and was an honorable mention all•West 
Virginia CiassAA choice, He average<! 19.1 points und !3.2 rebounds per game as a senior and flnishe<l his career 
with 1,047 point.I. 

On the foo1ball field, Enochs eame<l flrnt team all-West Virginia C'iass AA ui a quarterback uf!er leading Oak 
Glen lo its !irst-e\"cr \VVSSAC pfa}off appearance. Also a first learn all-OVAC Class 3-A und all•Valley pick, he 
le<l the \·alley With J .71g passing ;ards. 

DrafteJ hy the Clcnland Indian~ in 1994, Enochs opted for a sdmlan,hip lo West Virginia LTnivruily where he 
became the Dig East "Pi1,her of the Year'', flm tearn A!l,Eas1 Region and Was! a ~ernnd team All-American pkk 
by Baseball America. The Sp<;>rting New~ and the National Colkgia(e Baseball Writers. Named 1he team•~ rn• 
MVP. he was J:.J on the mound with a 3.()3 E.R.A. and JI) complete £l!Illes, including n no-hitter against 
Vi!Innova. As a junior he wa$ named tl1e Big East Tourmmem·s MVP nnd Outsll!nding Pitcher. Enochs bad 1! 
wins, induding 14 complete games, in his thrce·year Mountaineer career 

Following hi~ junior yefil", he biocame the highe>I drafted piaytr in OVAC history, ~elected No. l l in 1he !irsl 
round by the OakfondAthktks in 1')97 The 6-3, 115-pound righl,hllllder with a 93-mile per hour fastball played 
nine seasons in the minor leagues. tl1e first se1·en in the Oakland organitatinn and then one year each for llousion 
and Pittshurgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 4$-52 rowrd and a 4 9! E.RA, posting 661 strlkcouU while 
walking 380. Ile wa~ a member nf the Class AAA Paciiic Coast Lea£ue champion Sacramen1n Ril·er<:ats and 
played for the Puerm Rkan Winter League champion Pnnce Leones 

Enochs nlso played fur Tel!Ill l!SA, winning a silver medal nt !he :wu1 World Cup in Taiwan. 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown <Athlete~ t980sJ 
Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High Sdmcl.C"lass nf !986). She ranb among the all• 

time greats in girl.1' track, having ncd!cd at the confrrenL'C, league and state Inds uf 
comp,;tition as a sprinter, 

In four years at OVAC Championship mcca. llyland m.m.-d a ½hopping l26 points as 
Rh·cr won !wu Class 2-A team tilks (198) and ·86) and finished as runner-up !wicc 
(l'J84 and '85). During lier freshman, sophomore and junior years, she won the 100. 200 
and 400-mclt.n and was on the winning !600-mctcr 1day team. While n~ a senior. she 
won the 400 aml 1600-rday nnd "'"" second in the 100 and 21)0, 

In sll!le meet competition, H}"l:md wa.~ the 400-mctcrrunncr•UP as a freshmnn ln J<;SJ; 
first in the 400, ~ccond in ihe 100 and third in the 200 as a wphomore ln 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly 
ga\'e Ri1·cr a !hint place finish in lhc Slll!cl: first in the 4!Xl ll! a juni()r in 1985; nnd firs! in the 41Xl with a 
statc.rec:ord time of .~5 65, and on !he shth place !600-meter relay team as a senior in 1986. 

Hyland al.10 sparkled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL) Otamplon,bip meet> for the Lad)' Pil\ll.l, 
winning the WO and 4{XI all four yearn while taking !he JOO 1hc last three. 

She alwcnjoycd tremcndnus sw:cc,s in the Delmont Cuunty Rdays, finilhing as the tup scim,r a~ a suph, 
omorc after winning the !00, 200 and 4<Kl: duplicating the top •ton.'l"ka! as ajuniorhy winning the same thm: 
event> (including a ml'CI record in the 200); and scoring the same "triple~ as a senior I bettering her mark in the 
ZOO). 

She was sekcted All-Ohio in the 400-meren a!l four years hy the Ohio Associalion of Track nnd Cross 
Cuuntry Coaches. She was u!,() an AJ1 .. Disiricf and AII-Va!!cy honort.'e in multiple C\'Cnts. In 1984, Hyland w~s 
named hunornhle mention High Scholll AJ!.Amcrirn and in !986, she wai lnvitcU to participate in the Midwest 
Meet of Oiampions in Indiana. an c,ent showcasing the best senior ntblc!cs from Ohio, Iudiana and Illinois. 

A member of t!u:, Ri,cr Hig.h School Wall uf Fame, she recci,·cd a i..:ho!arship to run track at West Viri;inia 
Uni\"cnity wh~-re she cmnpetcd for une !iCa1on. 

Jose Davis (Athlete~ t990s) 

Jnu Dai-is (Bellaire High Schoo!. Class of l'J%). Davis pul together some cye·popping 
number~ in both football and ba,kc!hall, ~aming him All•Ohio rcwgnilio11 in ho!h sports 
during his stellar career. 

On the gridiron. Davis wa.1 a three•year starter a! quarterback, leading his learn to a rec:ord 
of 3()-5 As a senior. he led the Bi£ Reds to a third straight OVAC ('lass J-A championship, 
!itM undefeated regular season !llld first-c1er OHSAA playoff ~ppe=nce (Bellaire 
ad\'anced !o tl,e Di\·ision !V Sll!le championship game, losing a 504-1 douhle·OT tl1riller to 
Versaillcs). lk !1nished the season 2.~3,of-4()6 passing for 3,551 Jards and 31 TDs while 
adding another J() s.:ores rushing. Da,·is earned All-Ohio Divisilm IV Olren~i,·e Player uf 
tlie Year honorn and was runner-up for 1he prestigious Mr. Football award as a senior. He 
also receh·cd flm learn A!!-Eruitem Dis!ricl-Ail•OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big s.:hool a<:Cllladcs on mul!iple 
occa.1ions.111e Lalenled ,igru1!-1.'aller Se! DHS career remrds for mosl yards galned (7.3!16), pas, at1ernpt1 (7')()), 
pass cnmplctions {4.t~), highest comple1ion percentage (55.7), passing yardo (6,769) and TD passes {60). 

On lhe hardwood, Davis s!:me<l and lettered four ;-cars. racking up l A57 poims,479 rebnumls. 167 assists and 
l ~ I steals (all ranking in the top fi,•eoo the llllS career !is(), Hi~ all-star accolades in basl,.etball incladed first tenm 
All•Ohio Division ll!, A!l•Ea.nem m,trict. All-OVAC Class J.A and All•Valley big school. He was a!w named 
third team All·American as a scnim. 

Also a lhree•}'enr !cltcrmnn in baseball al Bellaire, Davis continued hl, career al Kent Slllte Univenity, A lhree· 
year st:mer and letterman for lhe Golden Fla,;hes in football, he put up equally impressive numbern including 
single-1,ame record for most pass nl!empt, (59). completions (34) and TD p,mei (7): slnile·~e.ison marks for 
offemive yards (1,883), pllSS attempts (365), pas, rnmpletinm (194), pru!sing yards {1,707) and TD passes (32); 
!llld career records foruffomi\'e yard,i (7 ,7.',!).passing yard5 /6.n2J and TD paise, (32). He lllld a Mid-American 
Conference recmd ~51 yards paning in 1997 against Centml Florida and when he left KSLI, lie ranked !0th in 
MAC hi.11ory in pas,ing yanis !llld was lhird in TD passes. 

Davis a!w douhkd as point guard on !he Kent State lm!.ke!ball team in !997-9H. 
Profc,sionally, Davis pl•)'etl for Uie WiMipi:g Blue Brnnhers of the Canadia!l FOO!ball League in 2(Xll and 2001; 

fnrthc Ohio Valley Grei-hounih of the National Jmloor Football League in 2!Xl2, lca<Jlng the team tolhe league title 
by pas;ing fm l ,66H yards and 37 TDs and earning championship game MVP honllrs: for the lndi:lml Firebirds of 
!he Arena Football League in l(l()J, the CnloradoCru:Ji in 1(Xl4 and 200.5; and the Gr-.md Rapids Rrunpllge in 1{X16. 

OVAC Museum Seeks 
Memorabilia 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 
high school conference with 52 member schools, has estab
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse .. 

Bob Redmond (OVAC 'Fam;!y'l 

<fu:S~tr~!;;:~~e~~I!e~;:,~ 1~:=a'n~ ~~~l~~~k~1~~!.:b'.}1':l· ~~~~aW1 ,~1~-~~~ 
half-mile title~ pfa}ed in the 1948 OVAC Charity All-Srnr foolba\l G•mc in whi<ch he imtamed 
tom kllee camlagc. 

Aflcr spending 21 month~ in lhe miliu,ry. llcJmnnd erm1llod at Shepherd Cllllege where he 
ployed fullback and defensive end before srndu.:nmg in !9.'1-1 

In eoachmg. lkdmoml ":"1 with success at cvcr_y ,iop. llc was espedoll)' od<pt nt starling net,. 
ph}1e _pn,!,fams or rehuildmg !cum~ that needed a _IP.1'k• !_le cmtdted f,JOtblll!, lnu:k aml/m 
wrcsthng nt scn,ral idmob, mclmling O,on lhl! (Md.1, blst L,ve,pool, Brooke and S1t>Ube1mlle. 
lkdnmrui started the proi;rnm at O,an Hill and ~,uk Ins team fro".} ru, 0-5-4 record the first .,·ear 
rn a 5-3.!. !le I"''"':" lho first bead fomhall ,o~h at Uw ,on,,,lu.fatcd Brnol:.e lli!(li Schoo! rn 
1%9 oml led the Bru11u to ,m OVAC dmmp,,m,1h,p, !kdm,md took""'' al_Stc,uhemdlc m !981 and directed the Jefferson 
C()Unty sqE1.1d for l"-0 ye:u;. !!i1 teams comp,Jcd ,m _18-4 record_mul quahficd for B,g Red', fin:t t"'" posH,eason benh, 
smce Ohio adopted • pfa;'OII ,;·stem in the I 97Ds. While at E:m Li>erpooL I kdmond leite,ed l ~ sophomores as the Puwm 
Mncd in a J,7 re'."ird.1h, follow in~ sc:rum, the/ rebmmded lo finish 01 7-J. Ovcrall. !tis record as a head foot\lall eo&:h 
was44•2~-.5. Durmg h,s ume •s !rack coooh wilh !he Pntten, his U:am• went lhrougll four m;i.igbt !"'1SOIU w,lhou1 losmg 
a dual meet. 

Succe.,ful as he w:,s \\lth a cou.hing whistle a,ouml his neck, lledtn(lrnl was even more dl'cctivc_rui an adm_inistrator. 
Within the 0\'AC, he Mr\'ed as a dass represenll!hve, was a !ong•iime member of the OVAC f·ound.etion Excrutnt llo:11d 
and. for ,c,·cral yearn. he dircct<.'d giant OVAC Wrestling Tournament. lkdmum! ><.'n·ed as A!hle1ic Din:ctor at 

~;~:=.1~:!"~'.~ ~ ~\t:;W°~=iJ .:1~'.~~~~:t,e~g~;~~ik:~'g~~\)~~~tt'b~e 
Mr. Mai Award: Ohio_E.,m<:rn. Oistn.l Coru:h ot 1hr: Yesr; Eaotern DistrlctAWkuc Dirwornftbc Y~ar 11.n_d an omstandmg 
Afhie'.ement Award Imm Dapper lxin. llcfore his passmg, l!Wmond was mducted mto the Ohio ALl,kllc Adminmramr, 
!lallol Fam,;,, 

---------'--""'''-' ~--------·--------"-----------'-----'-



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Media) 

JameJ C. "Jimmy" Stewart (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1916). Stewart devot
ed nearly 1.l half-century to the newspaper prukssion. wrving with great dislincfarn. 

He heg::m his career msodatcd with the Wheeling News and TI.c Register. which then 
were separate newspapers. Stewart was sports editor of the now-defunc! Wheding 
Telegraph from l<ll! through 1929 and later became the spmn editor of the News. 
Register. He cvcntua!ly condodcd his long car,:<.,,: as tl1e associate sports editor of!l1c N
R where he worked a!ong,idc fellow lfal! uf Famcr Bill Van llome. 

In !he early years of the OVAC the cunforencc perhaps had n11 greater friend than 
"Jimmy'' Stcwan. lhis according to Van Home himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept 
!lie \1cckly standings on friotha!l :md haakctba!! until hl.1 n:tirement on December 31, 
!968. Stew mt also pairrstakingly hpt record huoks that proved invaluable to anyone interested in Ohio Valley 
sports lore. He alw was recognized us a walking encyclopedia on local mhktic.1. His heml was a stord1ou,c 
of sport~ information. \Vh~t wasn"! commiueJ to his memory could be found in his pockcHiwl rernrd lxmks 
and cn\"clopes which filled his dc,k and filing cabinet. 

Beginning in the early l920s. Stcwarfs "Lookin' Em Over" column \\'US one of 1hc most witlcly-rcud 
throughout the area. In later years. he penned a g1llf column, "'The 191.h Hok," wbid1 appeared in tbc ncwo
papcr Cl""!'}' Sunday from the spring months into the fall. He al.10 initiated a popular Mom.lay column on arr:a 
collegiate spons whkh he titled, "With the Co!kgc,." 

He was alw in.-oh'cd with the scheduling of basketball games worked b}' member., of 1hc Ohi[) V;i!ky 
Board of Approved Basketball Officials. Jfo Jove of sandlot baseball was wdl knuwn. as he almost mctirn• 
!ous!y covered happenings in 1he old lnklligenccr and UnitL-<l Mine Worlcrs baseball leagues. 

A quiet man who never cast bimse!f in 1he limelight during his rnrecr, Stew an wa, hunorcd with a special 
award at the time of his retirement from an apprcdative Ohio Valley Athletic Confcrcnce. lfo a!so reccircd an 
award of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (CoochesJ 
RobtrtS. "Rub" Kettlewell (Linsly Militar:,· Im!itut~, Class <)f 1947). Duriug his 20 years 

as the head (.'(,ach at Wintmnlle High School (1g5().75l. Keul~well"s teams p11s1ed a !43-
41l-lD record, the thjrrl,best winning percenlllge in Ohio Vall~}' history for coaches svj!h 100 
or m[)re wim. His te~ms earned nine league championohip.1 (four in 1hc Big E.igl,t anti fi1·~ 
OVAC title~). Wintemille won its first OVAC crown under Kealewell in !956 . .i;m its ~ec 
ond in 1966 anrl then captured three in a row from 1970 throu£b 1972, which equaled a 
n,ccrd held prniously hy Bellaire and Martins Ferry. 

Kettlewell had thn:e umMcatcd teams at Wint<:rsl"ill• - 1g51, !%7 aml !9n - and 
seven clubs that sustained just oue loss. Frum 1966 1hrough '73, the Warriors lrn;t ,mly 11 pmcs. l'uder 
Kettkwc!J"s direction, WiutcrS\ille scored in a record !40 straight games. encling with a sc,m:kss lie apmsr 
Bellaire in a contes1 that 1aw ci1e Gold Warriors denied what would have been a gamM1·im1ing :md mcak•rnnlin
uing touchdown because of a penalty. 

Among the stars coacberl by Ibis highly-regarded mentor was D,mnie Y<Jung. the Ohio V~lky career rmhlng 
ruc<Jrd holder. Among the other numerous coll~ge atl1lctic footba!! starniouts tutored b}· Kettlc\lell were Ohio St~le 
capmm Alan Jad, wh<> played un an undefeated Rose ll<1wl 1<:am t1ith tl1e Buch1cs. and Roger AlforJ. 1he fast 
bla~k to sign at West Virginia University. 

Kettlewell also was a standout athlete \\'hile playing at Un,1ly Military lmtitute, Ile knered in four sports an,l 
played football at West Virgiflia l 1nivcrslty. wh,:re he also kttcrcrl. 

lnrlian Creek High Sehuol's (fonnerly Wintersville High) fo<Jtba!! facility "as renamed "(lob Kettlewell 
Memarfa! Stadium" in his honor. In 1990. Bob was the fourth Ohio Valk}' coa;:h iuducmi into the Ohi<J I'oothall 
Coaches A.1sociation Hall of fame. HejoineJ the lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan !-!all of F~me in !98? 

Tom Keane (Athlete~ 1940s) 

Tum K~o.n~ \Linsly Military Institute. Class of 1944). The Bellaire natirn was a 
multi-sport standout for the Cadets and earned AII-OVAC baiketball and football on the 
first selections in l':43-41. He al.10 was an All-City basketball selection. As a senior on 
a 7-4 record Cadet football team, the two-way hack and punter remmcd a pass inter
ception !06 ynnl.s tu score in an !8-6 "in <>ver Warwood. 

He enrolkd at Ohio State where he lcnered as a freshman lx:fore serving 20 months 
in the U.S. Navy. 

Upon dis.:harge. he cnrulkd at West Virginia University and lettered in !946 and 
!947, becoming a rare kncrman at hu1h. OSU and WVU. 

Keane was a third round pick and !8th ovcr;i!J National Football League Dr.ift selection by the l.osAni;clci 
Rams in 1948. lie played clght NFL seasons. and 87 games. a.1 a dcfcnsil'c back•offcmivc end including Ilic 
first four wllh the fulms. In !952. he played with the Dalla.~ Texans before two years with the Baltimore Colts 
and ended his care~T in 1955 with the Chka~'O Cardinals. He was a two•time All-Pro and played in the 1953 
Pro Bowl, ranked second in the NFL in pass interceptions twice, and p!.yed in three NFL champi()n;hip 
games including !he 1951 Rmm• title team. From 1948-52, bmb Keane brothers competed in tile NFL. 

lie wa3 a long-time ns.1i~tant coach in the NFL indudjng Chicago Cardinals from 1957.59, Pitt,buq;h 
1965 and was an ()riglnal member of the Mimni Dulphlns' staff in 1966 where he remained tbrough 1985 a, 
defensive backs and special teams cooch. In 1962. he became 1he first head coach uf the \Vhccling lrumncn 
and ser1c<l until juining the Steelers' staff. The Jronmen went 9-4 in 1962 before winning !he Uni1cd FoothJll 
League title with a l Z- l recnrd in 1963. In l 964. the lronmen wcro 7 • 7 

Keane died at age 74 in 2001. 

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete. 1950s) 

Tum foknbuw1ki {Adena Higb Sch110l. Gass of 1958). A three-sport standnut for the 
Gulden Waw who starred in the first year the sch1l0l joined the nmforentc, svhirh 
cxr,andcd to three classes in 1957-58. 

At Adena, he was a three•sport tea.,n captain in football, buske1hall and baiil:ball nnd 
earned lO letters- four in ha.1cball and three each in hnskciball and football. 

The !957 Adena fo<)thall team went 6-2·2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. Ile wus 
a fullback-!incbacker-quartcrhad;. in football and an AlJ.QVAC. All-V~lley Small 
Sch\J()l and AlHCast Ohio AthkJjc League selection. He was the J\.ffPof the 1958 Ohio
W.Va. All•Star game won by Ohio. 25-0. He scored D points and st:urcd as fullback• 
liucbackcr. 

!n basketball, he was a Two-time All--F..ast Ohio Athletic League !mn\lrcc and uvcwged in double figures for 
1hn."C season~. including ! ! J points per game ns a wpbom[)re; 17.5 f!<Jint.1 as a janiur and 19.2 f!<Jints ai a 
senior, 

In baseball. the pitcbcr•inlicldcr was an All•Ohio selection as a senior and he ubo pitched in the Eas1• \\bl 
All-Star game in Culumbus. He kd the Golden Wave t□ a 12-1 record, losing in lhc rcgjonal finals to 
Northwestern High and foture l\fajor League pi1eher Dean Chance. He tossed 1wo lme-hittcn, in a thrcc-d~y 
span and had 32 2/1 consccuti,c >eurekas innings in tournament p]Jy. 11hkh ranks second in 11JC Ohio !ligh 
Scbool rcrnrd book. 

tk earned a football s.:holar;;h;p w Purdue l.'nivcr.ity. 1,here he k!!crcd as a wph(llll(,n, unJ "',;iur fol!. 
back-!inchathr while suffering a M.Tie3 of knee injwic~. He wa.s oernnd ()n !he tcai:i in rushing 010 yal'J;) 
as a soph<Jmon:. He a!w pbyd haschall one ~CWi(m al Purdue 

Yaknbowsk.i compc:,,tcd in !he !%1 Blm:-0;:,y A!l-Sl.llr Foo1ball Ga.Tu: mnd !rfr.J uni a~ a fr~ ijJwnt with 1!::: 
Buffalo Bilh. 
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John Craig (Coaches) 

Jr,hn Craig (follan:;bce mgh School. Class of 1%7). Craig cnjo;t·cd an illumimi, 
26.ycm cmc:cr as a head wrestling _coach, including Jwu seasons nt Hillsbmo (Ohic,) 
Hii;h School. !8 yearn at Stcubem·ilk Dig Red and five ;·cam at Indian Creek Hi~li 
School in WinterS\illc. 

Whi_le m llig Red, his teams earned six overall cha_mpi(mshj~s in the OVAC 
\Vrestlmg T[)urnament. Sicubt:nvillc also caprnred snm dmsional titles and finhhe.l 
in the top three a total of !3 times at the conference charnpionshi[J evrnt. Thirty-one pf 
his. Big Rell ma!mcu earned iurlividual c_onferencc lit ks. lie had 87 qualifiers for th,· 
Ohm Ua!e meet, fi.e nf whom carne<l 1m!1v,dual championships, nnd 2.l uhu were 1'1ai<' 
pla(."C·"inncr.;, llis team 1ini,_he<l in the top five m the Ohio :;!ate toumairn:nl four time•, 
mduding a runner-up fini.1h m 1988. 

Cra;,::·s 1989 sq:rnd finished tbc regular scamn ranked No. l in The Aswciatcd Pre,s Division !I wrestlin_g 
poll and placed thirJ at the stmc tournament. His on:rnl! dual meet record was 201.7.1.3 and he rna,bed his 
teams In 4~ tournament champi<Jn>hip.1, indurliug nine di>tric! titks. four times. hi, teams turned in nnde
kat~d dual meet recorJ.s. Scwr.il ot lm; former ,Hcstkr, wem on lo compete in col:~ge at ,choofa such as 
Ohiu State, Purdue, Army. NJvy and West Liberty. One ofhii pmtcgCS won a mg JO diampiumhip and 0!11• 
ers were pla,"C•\\•inncrs m the NCAA D1virnm I, I!. !II and NA!A nali()na! rnuman1e1m. 

Craig was named O\AC \Vrcstling Ct¼ldl of !he Year on five occasion.I and was pP~scntcd lhe prestigious 
"Mr. Mat Awanl" in W02, He is a member of the Ohio Wre,tling Coaches und !be Wes! Libcny State C[)lkge 
Athlc1ic ~la!ls nf Fame In 1989. he was sdcctcd :,s the Ea,1-Su~thC!!St Wrestling Cc,,cb of the Year and the 
Ohm Di•i~ion !I C'uacb of the Year. for 21 years, Craig sen'cd as a wn:s1lmg offic:.1! ()fl the youth.junior 
high. high scho()!, colkgc :md op~n kl'ch. As a prindpal at Indian Cr..,"Ck. he was ()nc of ihe founders of the 
Buckeye 8 Athktk League. 

As an uthlctc, Craig "r:;stkd at fo!lamhcc Hi~b S,·hou! and was a 1hrce•ycar kt,~rman at Weit Uhcny 
whcrr: he earnc,l WVIAC championships 1hn:c times and twice was !be MVP in the rnnkrcnce tournament. 
In 1972. Craig was the ninncr-up in the NAIA n.ational meet. "here he earned A1l-A:1crican honors. 

William 'Bill' Thomas (Officials) 

William D. •'Bill" Thmno.J IBcl!airr: High Schoo!, Class ()f 1952). During a 48-ye~r 
can:cr as a track official. Th11mas ~cncd a, the meet rekrr:c for nc:uly every majnr 
diampionship in tbc Ohio Valley, The fat include, the Manins Ferry and Shadyii(!: 
Rcl:1ys: !he St. Claim ill~, Barnesville and Wheeling Park Invitationals: Cul Giff,a 
Track C!asi.ic; l'arions OVAC cb.mpionship m~eb; We;;t Virginia Rcgionah :md t!rn 
Ohi[) High S.-hm1! Athktic- Arn1da:ion Eastern SL"Clional and District meets. 

He was a meet uffldal for lO OVAC schools. including Bellaire, Damcs\·ilk, 
Cambridge, John Mar;hall. Martins Ferry. Shadyside, Skyrne. St. Clairsville. Whedin.~ 
Park and Union Local anrl Timmas also workcU as a mcc1 official at the Mansfield 
Rcbys (15 year1)·. Bellaire Relay, (48 y~ars): Ohio regional championships (10 ycru-,) 
and llic Ohio high school stme meets for buys and girls (15 ye:irs). Thoma.; also sened lli! meet din:tt1ir as 
numerous Buckeye State district and rq;Jonal events, along with the OVAC Track □umpiomhips. 

He received the OVAC Ca! Giffin Awanl for scrvll:I! to track and field in 1983; was honorary rdrn:e at the 
Bdlaire Rclap ln J<J96 and was lmnor~d ug~ill dm-ing 1hc .')().year celebration uf tbc famed Bellaire mee! in 
2004. The former Bellaire High athletic great is a member 11£ the schoors Walt of fame. 

Timmas attend Mis.ib:;ippi State on a fomba!l scholarship and alsti lcncrcd there in track his freshman year. 
After 1wo years wilh the Dnl!dogs. he entered the Army and !;CI\ed OV~'ISCUS before .:urning home and play
ing on the 1956 National Sen ice football championship team, coached by Don C()nell. \\ho later rnachc<l 
the San Diego Chargers. Thonms finished his wlkgc career at West Lihcny State c,,lkge where he kttcrcd 
in fomball and b:iochall. He alw had a long and mcccssful career in coaching. He spc1:t fiv~ y~ar, as an as;is
tan1 in football and ha.shtball at Bellairr: !ligh. After that tenure. he went w St. Clailwilk as head haseball 
coach and an assistant in frmthall and baskc1hal!. Bill later spent five years as head fo()thall coach ut 
Bnmes,·illc hdore becoming athletic rlire,:tor at Bellaire in !973, He scn·cd as hca,l coach at Uninn Local 
from 1978 until 1981 when he remmcd to Bellaire as a teacher until retiring in 1989 

Nick Mumley (Athlete· 1950s) 

Nick Mumley (Wheeling High Schmil, Cla~s of 1955). One of !he most houuml 
three-sport athletes in the lung history of \\/heeling High. be starrcU in football. ba,. 
ketba!l and track, earning three .-arsity lcuers in cad1. 

Ile was first learn All•S!ate in football ma two-wa}' end and he also received Al!• 
OVAC and All-City ucrnladcs. 

In hasketball, be was first tcum al!-dass A!I-W~,1 Virginia as a senior and was a two• 
time All•OVAC and All-City !irst team selection. He scorL-<l 15.8 points per game as ,1 
junior and 24.3 per uuting as a senior. 

As a Wildcat senior tn 1955, the 6•ftmt•6 center wa.1 the anchor <1f the final te1m coached by OVAC 
Legends' honoree E,crett Brir.kmatt which won its fir,t 18 games bcforr: bowing in the regular season finale 
nt Bellaire. The OVAC title winning team won 1he SL"Ctional and rcgiottnl titles before bowing in the fir.;\ 
round of the state tournament t11 Mulkus to finish with a 22·2 record. 

lk also scored JIJ points in a rccord•setting 146•1!0 viclory uvcr Weir High at l\1adison Gymnasium, a 
game which set Ohio Valley and West Virginia marb for comhined p()ints in a ganic ,236). 

In track. he wm1 two stnte one.class 1h01 put titles with murks <>f .5]-3 1/2 iu 19'.l.'i ru1d 51·2 3/4 in 1954 
und two OVAC !hot put crnwm. including a conferencc·rcrnni toss of .53.5 !/2. 

He earned a f,mthu1! scholarship to Purdue Univcn;ity, "here he kUcrcd three years ns a regul:ir twu-way 
end. 

He was the :'llS! ovcFJll !'iFL drnft pick in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagle~, but uptOO to play in the new 
American fouthall League where he competed three seasons from 1960·62 with the .N~w Yark Tita.1s, a fore
runner of the Jct>. a~ :1 defensive cnd-()ffonsivc tackle, Ho plnj'Cd in a total of 42 AFL games. 

Bill Kennedy (Athlete~ 1960s) 

Bill Ktmwdy {Warwooct J!Jgh School. Class of 1967). Du:;htball illld Bill Ketmeilv 
ure synonymous. Some four"plus decades since stnrring al oltl WarM111d llii;h Si:hO{>I, 
bu~letb:1!1 still is a major pJrt uf his life. 

Kennelly enjt>yc1l a atcllar prep ,arccr with !he Vikings. The d:izz.!ing 6 ft, 2 guard kJ 
Warwood tu state Cla:, AA ba1kctball t1>nmamcnt nprcarancci in both the 1966 und '(,7 
carnjllligm. llc capped hi:; prep ho"p career by 5parkmg the Vikings 10 the school's on:v 
state basketball crown, That twm finished wnli a stellar 24-Z mark. induding dosing tk 
scaoon on a !5-gamc ,k:ory rua. Warwood captured its first O\'AC hoopti!le in 21 year,. 
with Kennedy providing mach of the firepower with bis 26.2 points per game average 

The cxphisil"c burkcourr dandy g:rrncreJ firsHcam All-Wcs1 Virginia. All-OV.-\C, m,J 
Ail•Cily pbudits. Just a season prior, Kennedy kd the Vikings to a 22·4 nrntk and the state scmifinlls before 
being eliminated by Mullens. He was a 1it;t-tcum All•OVAC hon()rce that year and was riamed an nll-1tate iour
namcnt sckxtion,an honm he duplicated a,; a ,cnior, Kenned} finished his illustriuus V,kings• basketball career 
with more than 1,200 points. H~ was a]s() an acrnmp!ished high jumper, as rclkc!cd in his third-placi! finish in 
the state Clnss AA meet as a senior. 

His basketball ud1icvcmcnts earned him a spot with the WestLibcny Stnte College b:,,ketball team. He wast• 
cd no time in maling his mark for tlie Hi1ltnppcrs, leading the team in scoring in bt1th his freshman and soph• 
omore season~ with 509 anti 4-15 f!<Jints, rcspe,tivdy. Kennedy earned all•WV!AC and al!-toumament plaudit$ 
as a f..:shmun. 

lfo !'>o yea.rs of imprcssi\c pb1· with WI.SC prrwidcd a springboard toa trnmfcrto,\ritona State Fnil"er,i!y 
for !he !'I?! and •n ,c,mm,. Kcn~dy pru\'cd he 11as no ;mall-~chool wonder as he ktl the Sun Del'lh in &Cor
ing 1,,,xh ~awm. w,n~png J.\ 8 and 14 6 poims per i;amc. n:~pcc-1ivd_y. lfo two•yem: i'Oin! !Ota! o! 765 is L!ic 
nimh brit fm- a Sun Dnil ma two•yem ca=r. All 1old, be scored 1,719 on tbc colkg:,,tc !He!. 

!fo: r,l:ly at Arizona SMe cautht !lic eyes of profo:;,i11na! ,~_out,_ n~ wa~ tlrl:lkd b; Mcmphi,i of the ABA. 
bu! o;,ted for a c..rcer a, "b:i.,kd,all otTkiaJ. Kennedy, who ,ull re~1d,s in !he Phocnl\ area. rnminucs to he a 
Pac-10 wtki;e Wokcthall offi;;i.il. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Athlete~ 1960s) 

Hl!b Hie~es (Wheeling High Sdmol, Chlss of 1969). Some 40 years ancr mnnin& hh 
final prep race, Rfovei remai11s the measuring stick for sprint grcatne,s in the Ohio 
Valley. The 156-pound mercurial-hcdcd nx:ht ,..,a, nothing ~hint of scnsatioual during 
his career with the Wildcats. 

Rieves was nearly 11n1Uuchahle his final IWD years in 1hc high school ranks. 
As a senior, Ric1·c$ turned in a p,:.,rfonnancc thm still ranks with 1hc all-time great 

OVAC running fotcs. He broke two smc records in the stmc d,ampi1mship meet while 
tying a 1hird. 

He blistered the 210·}'anl da.1h in a new state standard of 21.5 v,hile he smashed the 
440 mark h}' 12 ~crnnd.1 1-ia his 47J docking. Ric\·cs' sdn!il!ating 9.8 in the JOO 
equaled the state rcwnl. His ussau!t un the sliltc records resulted in him becoming 1hc first OVAC athlete in 
28 yearn w be the state meet"~ high scorer. 

Rleves was aho the West Virginia slate champion in the 220 as a junior. 
1110 Wi!dcm star captured fil'c individWJI OVAC sprim gc,ld mcJals in his final two years of high !H:hoo!. 

lfo imprcsshc dforts helped kad Wheeling High to tlie 1969 OVAC team championship. the schoors fint 
such title in 23 years. 

!fa sprinting dominance is reflected in the fact that he was undefeated a, a icnim- in the 220 and 440 and 
was nc\'cr wm-sc 1ban !iCcoml in the 100 in that lime. He lied for hii;h-poin! honors in tbe prc,;tigious BcHaire 
Rclayg his M:nior year while ~ing the hij;h smrer in cwry other meet that spring. 

Rieves' sprinting accomplishments were ~o impressive !lrnt his mu:k jersey 11-as retired at the annual 
Wheding High awards a,~cmbly. 

Riel'es earned a track scholarship to West Virginia University. He comp1.'ted for two i,easoni for tlic 
MountaitK'Crn. Hc earned his bachelor of science degree in landscape arrhitcctun,. Ile now resides in Brooklyn 
and fa cmpk1ycd by the New York Cily Parks & Ri.,-crcation Department as a capital projects analyst. 

Joe Pettini (Athlete - 1970s) 

Jae Pcttini (Bro<.1ke !ligh School, Class of 1973). Pcttini is uithout question un the 
shm1 list uf the greatest prep baseball pta,·crs in Ohio \'alky annals. ffo high ~diool 
diamond remme is uvcrtfowing with accc,mpfahmcnts which led tn a sparkling cc,llc• 
giate career at Mercer Uni ,·crsity. 

11ie multi-talented l'c!!ini started every game during his Bmoke High career. wme 
140 rnntcsts. He didn·1 skip a beat at Mercer, starting all 196 i;amcs for the Macon. 
Gc<.1rg\a.bascd inMitutfon. 

Pcnini not only enjoyed individual succcis in hi'< prep career, he a!so kd the Bruins 
to a mvclcd slate baseball champion.1hip. He was a twtHimc lirs!-team all-West 
Virginia selection and wus t,,icc named captain of the a!J"Va!lcy squad, He cilmcd the distinction of being 
captain {If bo!h 1hc all- Va!Jcy and al!.QVAC tt,am, as a scnic,r. 

Af\cr hi~ brilliant ~krccrcarccr, Pcttini wa~ sii:ncd as a min-dr.i.f!cd frce ai:cnt "ith the Montreal Expos in 
1977 lk wn, later trrukd to San Fnmriscc,, playing four scarnm with the Giant'<. Pcttini finished hi~ profes
sional ba.<icball career by playing three years wilh the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds. 

He then entered the coaching ranks, holding several di[forent posts. His maruigeria! career commenced 
11,ilh llamil1on. Ontario in 1989, He moved to St. Pcten,hurg for the 1990 ocawn and in Arkansa~ for three 
season,. Pcnini ended his minm league managerial career by guiding the Louisl'ille Redbirds !O the American 
Am1dation championship. 

Pcttini gained a plum assignment in 2f)(}2 when St. Cardinal,' man~gcrTuny LaRussa tabbed Pcttini to be 
his bench m3ch. a position he still holds tuda>·· Uc attained the ultimate in 2006, pining a World Seriu 
diampiumhip ring "'itl1 the Cardinals. 

Joe and his wife Barbara have !WO children. Midtdlc (25) am! Joseph James (2fl). They reside in Bethany. 
W,Va. 

Jay Peterson (Athlete - J980s) 

Jay l'dersan (Ca<liz High Sdmul. Class c,f 1980). A spectacular four-spurt lllh!ete, 
Peimon made his biggest impac! on the football field. 

Tiie Hopedale nath·e danled ru a running !=k with numerous memorable perform,mc~ 
el. induding a single-game mOOC'rn Ohio Valley-record 377 yards against Mingo and games 
of 288 and 282 yanls. He i,cored si.l 10uchdowns in a game 111,icc. 

PetefS\ln broke a 50.ye.11r iild Ohio Valley singk•,;casun rushing record hdd t,_y OVAC 
"U::gcnM' honoree Geurgc (Puck) Burgwin when lie rushcrl for 2.348 yards on 2()3 carries 
!o kad Cadiz tu an 8-0-2 record. He just missed the modern singk•sca.im scoring remnl 
with 221 points 02 IDs, 28 PAT lucks). ,me pnint shy of OVAC Hall nf Famcr Terry 
Snively of Powh.stan's mark of n2 points. 

In his three•ycar i;ridinm c:ircer with the Cardinals, he rushed for .~.959 yards {semnd at the time on the Ohio 
Valley rarecr lis!l and scored 349 points. Peterson had his football No. n rctiml by the si:hoo!. 

In track. he recorded the Ohio Valley's fastrn time in the 100-mctern as a senior {I 1.0 s1:1.'onds) and also had 
the fasteit HK)-yunl time (10.3) that JCaJ. Be won the OVAC Class AA HK)•mcter rnce in 11.! scmnds. 

He split ,;pring duty between track und baseball und was an AU-Valley honurnblc mention pick, hialng 352 am.I 
recording 25 stukn bases on :m !8-7 rucc,rd team. Peterson alsu partidp::ttcd in hasketball a,; a sophomore and jun
ior, 

He earned a scholarship to Miami (Ohio) Uni~crsity uml was homired three times c,n the A!l·Mid-Amc1fran 
Confcrcm:c football team, including first team accolades in 1982 .. second team in 1983 and h(mc,rnb!c mention in 
1981. A four-year l~ttcrwinm:r, heh lifth Oil the a!Himc career 111shing )ardage fol at Mianii witli 2.874 yards. 

Following hi• grrui□n!ion frum Miami in !985, Petcrs(m went on tu a coaching career, fim as high school a:sh;
tant al Cadiz as wdl as Cindnnati Anderson 1111d Cincinnati Withrow He then spenl eight )'Cars at Mia.'lli ofOhin 
( 1991-98). fi.·c years at Northwestern University {1999,-2004) and he is CUITClltly beginning his foLlI!h year at 
EastCTll Michigan Unil'ersiry 11hcre he is die assistant head w:ich/dcfonsive coonlirurt<ll".1inclmckcr1 coach. 

Suzie Dailer (Athlete - 1990s) 

Suzie Dailer(Wliecling Central Ca1holie High School. Class of 1991). She proved 10 
be a true "queen of the court'' in many ways. excdling for four years in basketball and 
tcnni~ and ruhling a couple of fine 1;eamns in 1·o!lcyball for goud measure, 

In baskcthall, Dai!cr i;ain AlJ.Wc~t Virginia recognition all four ycnrs, lnduding fim 
tcnm in Clais AA as n .1c,phomure and scniut and second team laurels as a junior. She 
was nlso a lhreMime All•OVAC :md All-Valley flrst team ,;c!cctiun and a t,;o-time All
Mountaineer League pick. ll1e valley's leader in three-point field goab all four years. 
she scored 22,! points per game as a senior and linishcd her career with 1,381 pomts. 
the all-time girls' mark for the Lady Mamon Knight,. Daikr led Central to three ~!might 
OVAC Class AA champion~hips and was a sophomore on th.: Knights· W. Va. Cla~s AA 
stale runner.up squad in !989. Central posted a 77. ! 7 rccc,rd during her career. 

In tennis, she al>o kttcrcd four years and had tremendous success in both OVAC und state wurnamcnt play, 
culminating in a W, Va. ~tatc duuh!es championship (with Pam Bu1eh) as a senior as the Lady Knights fin• 
ishcd as the ,tate runncr•up. She also finiihcd first or M:Wnd in se,cral O\'AC and regional tournaments in 
huth singles and doubles and helped the team 10 three OVAC titks and three top four finishes in the sm1c. 

In vo!kJball. she lettered 1wice and ~ained fir.11 team All,0\'AC honors as a scnim, helping the team to a 
37-5 record and the OVAC. W.Va. Section I and Region I titles. and a Class AA runner-up finish in the state 
tournament. 

Daikr continued to star at St. Bonaventure University as a four-year otarter and kllcrwinncr. She fini.lhcd 
as the school"s fifth a!Himc leading ~i:orer(I .422 poinh) and had the fifth.best single-season in ll>92-93 (524 
points). She §C! records for single-game (8). singlc-,cason (91JJ and career (291) three•pointcn.; had the sin. 
gk-,eason record for assi,ts (!IJ3) and wa.1 second in career assis!s (449). lier all-star hunc,rn at St, 
Bona\·enture included >l'cond team all-conkrencc as a sophomore and third team as a senior. The 1995 
Division ! Wumcn·s Basketball National '11lrcc•Puint Shooting champiun. sh(: was inducted into the St. 
Bonau'!ltur: Athletic }fall of Fame in 2006. 
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Mike Kovalick (Athlete - 1970s) 

Mike K,wa/ick {Bdlaire High Schnol, Class of !975). Km·alick ha~ the di>tinction 
uf no! only being a lwo-"sport standout, but also a !IV!Hlate standout. 

Kovalick. the son of kgcndary coach Gemge Kova!ick. "'El.Sa flrep grid and mat pt:r• 
former for three years at Weir High before llllllrico!ating tn Bdfaire High for hi, senior 
year, Both schools bcn~fited from his prowess c,n the gridiron and on !he ma!. 

Kovalick ls a rare state dmmpiun wrcsikr in both West Virginia und Ohio. He turned 
the trick in !he Mountain State as a junior for the Re,:J Riders and capped his pn,p mat 
career with a >!ale dmmpion>hip in the Buckeye State for !he Big Reds. Both wrestling 
crowns came in the 185,pound dassification. 

The powerful matman was ncar·p,..>rfcct his final twu years on the ma!. He won 27 of 28 !lllltches as ajun
((lr before runnin,; the 1ab!e in all 28 bc,uts as M:ni(>T, He was an OVAC champiun buth winters after f!l:icing 
fifth as a wphomon:. 

lie finished his i!lustrivus wrestling career 1~ith a stellar 64-3·2 mark. 
Kovalick c11ntinru:d his mat success on the collegiate Division l lc1-cl. He wrestled for Bohby Douglas at 

Ariwna State, Kovalick finishell as PAC•IO rnnner"op at 190 pound! in his senior ~casun. 
Kuva!ick - Bdlaire fligh's lirs1-evcr state wrc~lling champion - W!l.'l inducted inrn the schuors ffaH of 

Fame in 1983. 
He was aho 1111 a!l•star pt."fformcr in !'omhall. 111e 1wo.way lineman anchored the Weir High trenches his 

wphomorc amljunior years and lilled !he same role for Bdlairc in 1974, 
Kovalick earned all-Valley and all•OVAC hono!"ll his linal two years. '1-forcoYcr, he was named ul!-Ohio in 

foothaU his ,;cnim- campaign an<l he pl:lyed in the OVAC All•Star Game. 
Kovalick reside!! in \Vheding. 

Connie Doutt (Athlete - 19811s) 

Cannie Doun (Buckeye Trail High School. Clas~ uf 1981). At a time wlK'll gir!3' 
spom were staning to take hold in hii;b school mhk!k3, Doutt wa.~ one ofd1e first "'ho 
cJ1cdkd in three sports - ba1kctball, vo!kyhcll and softball - but it was on the bM
ke!ball court where she had her biggest impact. 

The school's all-time leading scc,rer witll !)142 points who also had 538 career 
rebuunds, the 5.7 gnanl helped Trail tu four straight trip~ to tl1e OHSAA State 
Tournament under Cuach Dave Linn .. ind□ding a i;tat~ champiumhip during her wpho
more se.ison in 1979, 

In her freshman year, Trail po~ted a 21· 1 record. "i!h Doun scoring 284 points and 
f'.ainingAswciated Press All-Ohio honorable mention. She stured 311 points as the Lady 
Warriors wen! 23· ! in winning the state title in her s_ophomurc season, with Doutt named the. state tournament 
MVP lllld again i;aining honorable mention All-Ohm acrnladc$. llle team went 26-J "'ith Doutt a,; a junior 
mlring 432 puin!s. She recdvcd fir,t team All.Ohio fmm Unill.'d Pn:~s International and liniihcd as runner.up 
as 1he ,.Player of1hc Year" to Trail teammate Lon l!eady. She wns also a thin! team All•Ohio pick by AP. 

Dou!! moved to th.: head ufthc class, so tu speak, as a ;cnior when she scored 8!5 puinb and was first team 
UPI All-Obin and "Plnycr of the Year"' ns well ns firs! team AP All-Ohio and fim team Al!-OVAC That year, 
Trail po51cd a 23-4 record. mcanin; the Lady Wanfori' record during Doutt's four years was an incredible 94-
7 She was sdccll.'d for the first Ohm North-South All•StarGamc lllld scored 18 pomts t[) cam i;amc MVP hun• 
nm. 

Dmm was also a four-year starter and kttcrwinncr in bul.h volleyball am.I softball, playing on 1be Lady 
Warriors' stare tuumamcnt team in !979, She was inducted intll the Buckeye Trail Athletic !foll uf Fume in 
!')96. 

The talented ca;er went on to a fine four•year cam:r at the Unlvcrsity of Michi~an. becoming the sdmol"s 
~:~~~~j·i~fr:b(~~::~~/J7W~s:l,it~. women's basket bull. For h<,,1" rn= at Michigan, Doult !iCOR'd 415 

Mark Cisar (Athlete - I990s) 

Mark Char (Magnu!ia High Schoo!. Class uf 1994). Heh the only two•timc winner 
of a stale football "Pbycr c,f the Year·• award in OVAC hisrnry. ha•ing won West 
\'irginia·s Kennedy Awar<l in 1992 and '93, !le was alsu the Gamrade "Player of the 
Year"' in !992 und was a two•timc Class AA all-state captain. He v.as a twc,-timc All
OVAC and All•Va!ley selection. 

Cisar played quarterback, safety, placekkkcr and punter on D!uc Eagle 1cams that 
compikd a twu-year n:curJ of 25•3, finishing us the Class AA state runner-up twice 
under tbe tutelage of his father, Dave Ciw. In twu seasons as a starter and one as a 
backup. he passed for Ohio Valley record totals uf 5,193 yards and 64 touchdowns. A~ 
a junior; he passed fm- u record 2.691 Jards and 34 TDs. He also licked a ,·alley lllld state record total of 85 
points and had a record-tying 99-yard m pass as a junior. 

In baseball, he was a three-time AH-West Virginia Cla.lB AA.A!l•OVAC and All·\lallcy pitcher. 
He was a!so a regular in basketball, ;coring 45 points in a game on one occasion. 
He earned a haschall sch\llarship lo Cllarkston Southern l'nin-:rsity in South Carulina where be was a four

year starter. lie was named Big South Conference "Pla}'er of the Year"' in 1997 and was a three·timc all•con• 
forence pick. 

He was drafted by the Huston Red Sol nnd was the Red Sox Rtmkie League "Pitcher of the Year .. in 1998 
In 1999. he was selected m the Soutl1 Atlantk Lcagrn: AlJ.Star Team and won a South Atlantic League title 
in '99 a~ a member of the Augusta Green Jackets. He then plnycd fm- the Cap_irn_ks <le Quebec, an independ
ent knguc team. and was an a!l--star in 2002 and the Northern League "Relic! Pitcher of the Year,., 

Cisar cilme<l his bachelor's degree in physical education and was a substitute teacher for fi1·c years in tile 
Wetzel County Schu"l system before gomg h:ick to Charleston (S.C.) rn serve a~ a health and physical edu• 
cation teacher as welt a.1 an ussi,tant foothall coach. 

fie is 1hc head foo!hal! coach at Union Local High Schoo], guiding the Jets to a 9-1 record and their first• 
. cvcrO!lSAA playolT berth in W07. He was named lhe Eastern Dhtricfs Division IV "Co•Co~ch ufthc Year""' .. 
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Dr. Vincent 'Vince' Monseau (OVAC 'Contributor') 

Dr. l'im·e111 "Vi11ce·" M11meuu {Weir High School. Cla~s uf !958). TI1ink (if the iport 
of wrestling and y,m think of Moose.an. 11ho enjoyed rnccc,~ at the high school level 
locally before making his mark at West Libcny State College. 

As a high s.chool coach, he spent nine years ut Oak Glen, Charleston and Weir high 
sd100\s, guiding the 1967 Oak Glen ~quad 10 a W.Va. State Tournament championship. 

Arter one year at Peru State in Nebraska. he spent 31 years (19n-2004) ai head 
coa-h at West Liberty. compiling a 359<!21-7 11:cord. llc coached 72 All-Americans, 
34 Arndcmic All-Amcricans and sL~ National Champions and guided the Hill toppers w 
a national runner-up finish in 1995. 

Monscau. w!m also coached foo1hall and cross country during his days at WLSC, 
directed die NAIA National Wr~>tling T1mmnmcnt in both 1979 and '87 and was rn:1 wiministra!i\"c m,.1iatm1t 
for the NCAA Di,ision I! National Wrestling U1umamcnt in 2003, 

Jfo awanh arc numcnm~, including the OVAC 'Mr. Mat' award in 1983: NAIA f!a!! of Fame in 1987; 
l.'SA Wres11lng Bmnl.e Level Member Coach in 1987; We~! Liheny State Colkgc Athlcti• Hall (Of fame in 
!997; NCAA Division II Southwest Rq;,;iona! Cooch of the Year in 1996 and !997: National \Vrcstling !!all 
of Fame in 1002; l\CAA Division II Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2003: and Nation~! Wrestling Coaches 
Association Lifetime Member in 2004, 

Cum::ntly in his fifth year as principal at Riwr High SchooL /1,fomcau also directed yrm!h wrestling (.·amp~ 
at \Vest Libeny for nearly 3() years. 

As an athlete, Mon~eau participated in footlm!l. wrestling and track at both Weir High and West Liberty 
State Colkgc and later p:micipated in many distnncn races, including the Bo.1wn Marathon and Wheeling 
Distance Rru::e. 

Manseau attained his BA degree from West Libcrly State College as well as both a MA and Doc1matc 
of Education from West Virginla lJnh'crsity. 

Gene Ford (Coaches) 

Gt11t Ford (Indian Valle;· North High School. Class of !970). As wlr;rful and wdJ. 
known as he was successful, Ford compiled a 440-262 record in 31 }'Can as a high 
school hoys' basketball coach. 

Ue coached one year at Shenandoah and fo·e at Tuscarawas Valley before making his 
mark during 25 years at Cambridge High {]980-2005) where he won 400 games and lost 
183. 

Ford's Cambridge teams compiled a 59.25 record in tournament play, winning 18 
sectional titles. eight district crowns and fh·e regional championships kading to five 
state tournament appearances (!987•88. !99!·91,1994-95. !995•96 and 1999-WOll), 
including a runncr•up finish in !99--1•95. His teams aho won JO East Central Ohio League !i!lcs. 

He received "Coach of the Year'' honor, in the OVAC, Eastern District. DistricJ 12 amt ECOL and wa, the 
OHS BC A Divioion I! State "Coach of Ilic Year" in !988. 

ford !11:tvcd as president of the District 12 Coache~As1mciation, as a lrustce for the OIJSAA Foundation and 
on the Board of Directors of lhc Ohio High School Baskctba!l i!al! of Fame Museum. The recipient of the 
OVAC Earl l!aberficld Coaches Award iii 2005. be was inducted into the Ohio High School Basb.ctb,lll 
Co:ic:hc~ Associatitm Hall of Fame in 2007 

As an athlete, he earned 11 ,·arsily letters (four in baseball, four in track, three in basketball) at Midvale 
and Indian Valley North, He ~cored I ~•JO career points and earned first team all-Ohin. all•Eastcm District 
and alJ.Jnter Valley Conkrencc acrnlade~ in basketball nnd was a state qualifkr in 1/ie pole vault in m1<:k. 

He was a four.year kttcrman at Muskingum College in basket hall. scoring ! ,717 point~ (second most in 
school history) while earning all-Ohio Athletic Conl'crencc '"Athlete or the Year" honors and UPI "Small 
America" accolades. He was a charier member of the Muskingum Athletic flail of Fame in 1980. 

Bill Paolisso (Ofiklals) 

Bill Paolino (Weir High School, Class of 1946). lfo was a mainstay among area 
officials. working OVAC fool ball and boy$/gir)$ basketball games for a 50-ycar period 
from 1948-1998, first with tbc \\'heeling board and later with the Wci11on-S1cubc1nillc 
board. 

Paolisso officiated ]() West Virginia state championship football games during hi.\ 
career and :;cvcra\ Ohio-West Virginia and OVAC All-Star football games. 

ln ba,kctbal!.hc officiated more than 100 pmtscasun tournaments (sectionals. region• 
als. otate). induding !9 state trmmaments. lk worked the fin;t Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classk in J<J78 and also was a reforec in the West Virginia Confen:ncc. 

Among Pllilfo.so's officiating awards ure the OVAC Robcn Dawson 0/lkial!i Awilfd: the Ohio Vulky 
Football Coaches Aisociation Officials A"·anl: the Wc.\t Virginia Secundary Sch,,o]s Athktic Cnmmis:;ion 
Award: and tlic Wd11on-S1cubemi!le Offkiall' Board Award. 

Paolism,~as a three-sport athlete at Wdr High {foothall. lmakeiball and base hull). !le was fir,1 team all•starc 

in football and basketball as a senior, earning all•O\'AC honors in ba:ikctb.il! 1wke and once in football. lk 
was also all,toumamcnt for the sta!c dmmpion Red Ridrn' baS1:ball team. 

He plnyed 1wo years ofprofo,,iana! ba:.ch:il! in the St. Lauis Cardinal,' orpmi;:a:ian ( !"l52 and Jl)~.J) arnl 
he ~ened two years in the U.S. Army. 

Richard 'Dick' Edge (OVAC 'Family') 

Richard "Dick" Edge (Whcding High School. Cias, of !95..\1. To say Edge !rn, 
worn m:my difforcm bats over the years would be a vait understatement. 

lie has spent 42 years in cdtKJtion. ,crving as a teacher, rnach, assistant prindpaL pdn
cipal and ~npcrintcndcnl at vari,ms OVAC·membcr schrn,ls. 

Edge CO<H.'hcd in 1·arious capadtics at Triadelphia, Warwou<l and Wintrn;,illc high 
sch,10ls. starting the 11·rcMling programs at hoth Triadelphia and Wamood as wdl a, 
four junior high programs in Ohio Cnunty. He crmched Warwood to an umlcfoatcd sea
son and an OVAC wrettling championship :ts well as siKth place finhh in the W VJ 

State Tournament when then: was only one cla.1iification. lie also co-founded an,I 
coached summer track and girl\' ,oftball progrnms in Winters\ille. 

Among his accolades were being named Ohi\> Eastern District Wres!!ing Coach iJftk Year in 1975; recciv• 
ing the OVAC"s prcstigiou.1 'Mr. Mat' A11ard in 1979; induction in!O the We>t Lihcrt; State Colkgc Hall of 
Fam~ in l9<J7: and iclection 10 (he WLSC W~II of Honor for OuMarniing Alumni in 2003 

E<lg~ ~cnc:d as pre>iiknt oftl:c OVAC during the 1986•87 and 1987•83 school }cats w1d 1;er;ed ai a memhcr 
oftbe OVAC faernti,e Board for many years, lie was also a pa11 president of 1hcTri-Coumy Athletic League 
and the East Central Ohio Lca;;uc. 

lk also officiated at variom !c1e!s in f0<1tball, b.a>kc1ball and track. 
Edge r~pn:scntcd \Vhcding High in the !954 OVAC A!l-Sm Football Game and then went on ID Weot 

Libt:ny State Cn!lq:e where he was a four-year lcttcm1an, two-time a!l-West Virgini.i Conference selection 
ond the team·s co--capt:iin as a ocnim. 

He receive(! his B ii, in Bu,incis Educa1ion. lfrulth &lncation and Phyokal Edt,cation und a Mnstcr·s 
Degree in Secnndary Administration from the l'ninmity of Da;ton. Ile is a U.S. Mmy nwran. scnlng 
active duty from !95S,(,0 am] in the rescr.c'i from (96().(,J. 

John Sorrenti (:\tedia) 

Jol,11 Sorremi (\\'cir Hii;h School. Class of J<J56). El'en if you don't know Som::mi. 
you prob.lilly n:co_;:r.iLC his Vllice. 

Ba-·k in 1954. at the a;;:c of 16. he begun whnt would he a 40,ycm' c:irecr as a spon•, 
annmmcer fm \VE!R Radio in Weirton. During that time, he bromkast football, ba>kctbaii 
and baseball games for fom OVAC•mcmher schools - Weir, Madonna, Brooke ru1sl 
Wintcrs1·il!e. 

After retiring from that position in !99..\, he wmlcd four years for tdni~ion station 
WTO\I.TV9 on football '"Game llf the Weck·· 1ckcam and also illlnounced the OVAC 
Wres!lingTnurnrunL-nl telecast in !996. 

As a !ong•time fricml and supponer of the OVAC. Sorrcnti sen·c<l us Master of Cen:monics for the OVAC 
Queen nf Queens competition for five year~ in the mid.J<J80s nnd he has been the M~stct of Ct.'TCmonies at 
the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet since its inception. 

Among Sorrcn!i·, awanls. he was honored (l!l the Weir High Wall or Farnc in 1'195 and rccci\'cd two 
separ~te honors from the Dapper Dan Club of the Lipper Ohio Valley, im:luding the 2009 Roben S. MtKelwy 
Mcmmia! Award 

Sorr~nti begun a P"litical career in 1982 when he was ckctcd as a Weirton City Councilman. In 1986. he 
1,us ckc"tcd us a Hancock Coum;· Commbaioncr. a position h~ was rc-elcctcd 10 twics" for a torn! of 18 years 
in office. 

Ile has abo ,crHd as Purdrn.1ing Agent for lfancock Coarny Schools and Adult Edtccatiun and Placement 
C oordinatm of the John D. Rockcfdlcr !V Career Center and is current! y Manager <1rT raining ut Mountaineer 
Casino. Reson and Racetrack. 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coaches) 

Henry "Htmk" La;;,m (Warren Comolidatcd High Schoo!. Class of 19.50). A p1lla1 

~f :i~::~t~c~~::~t cw~~g c~:~::rl:U 0B~1(c;~s(~~B~~r~~ tu~~;~·~~"t~~;I 
Buckeye Local combined for a 405-301 record 

All told, Lazasz...:oad1cd teams won four OVAC champitm!ihips, 10 ~cctional title, 
and three di~tritt crowns while ha,·ing two teams go undcka!cd m the regular season 
(1970 and !977). 

In 15 ycnn at Wamn Consolidated {19.58, 72), his teams were 179·!W, winnipg tw,, 
OVAC championohips ( !%1 and ]<J70): TI1e !')70 s.quad po~!cd a 22-! n:curd, winnin-c 
OHSAA Class A sectional and district title$ before bowini; in the regional. 

In lli_ycan; at Buckeye South. his teams were 21 l .. 13.1 and won two OVAC championships {1977 and 
1981), c1gbt scrtionalutks and 1wo dmnc! cmwm. The l9T/ team was 22·1 and rank~d No. I m Ohm Class 
AA, losing in the regwnal finals. That year, Lat.a~l was named Ohio Class AA "Coach of the Year'' by UPI 

an11~~~~!u~,r~~1·~~~a~~;! ;~lnJih;,ch~o~:~wc,1 and then was head coach in the first }'Car of the complete 
Buckc)-e Local ccmsolitlation in 1990•9!. 

Da~~b~C1:b~! g;r8~1;7naLT'~~~ ·;~~~,~~:!:~,~~aI~ ~t~ ~l~ ~tt~i~i:t~~/isr.~ta~~~!~:~~a 
the OVAC All-Star C:la11ic and hw1 two yearly OVAC basketball scho!:lfships named in his honor. lie n:ccivc 
the OVAC's Earl Haberficld Cooches Award in !986. 

He was a member of the OHSBCA and >L'T\"~d as pregident of the District .'i Basketball C(Jaches 
A!iludation. lie Wll'l al'>o inducted into the Ohio High School Bask~tball Coaches ANx:iation Hall of Fame 
and the Dimic1 5 Baohtball Cllachcs Association !!all uf Fame, 

fo~~~'.
2
1ta1t~~~~~;!~a~,~eit~~~r~

1\ii\~~\~:b~J~~3ugi;~~1
i!1i~~ ~c~h~~dC~f.~ \~1:1~~~~~~ ~;~ 

years in the U.S. Army 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Athl,re -1940s) 

Harold "Doc" Da11ghtrly (Weir liigh School, Class of 1945), In 19--15. he bcrnr1w 
the first of only seven hi;h ><:hoo! athletes 1o win the W.Va. Amatcur Athlete of the Ye,11" 
Award. tbc state"s llldcst honor dating hack Ill 1934. A first Team. all-dass. a!l,statcr in 
football, haskctbnll aml baseball, he alw carncdA!l•OVAC football and haskc1bal! honors 
as a Red Rider senior. 

68 

TI1e two-way back kd Wdr to a IJ.l football record in 1943, losing on!y to Etatc 
champion Parkcr,hurg, As a senior, in 1944. he kd Weir to a 4().J3 vict\lry ov,·, 
Parkcr,burg: and accounte<I for fiw rour:hdouns - a TD run, two TD passes. a lOl•yarcl 
pass interception n:mrn and un 80-yard kkkolf rcturn-

Daughen:(s two-}car career ind □dcd running: uml passing for 1,925 yards and 3 I !Ouchdowno. He also 
returned kkh and was a star dcfonsive batk. 

111 ha1kctball. the all-stater helped Weir to a 22-2 recurd. In huscball. he led the Red Ridtr~ to Htc onc•dass 
state dmmpion>hip in 1945. 

He signed a foo1ball scholanhip to Ohio State Uni\c,-,;ity 11here he played on a 7•2 record team ma fresh• 
man starting safety. In the fiflh game. he moved im,i the starting uffcnsivc lineup a~ idbad;., lie \>Ill drafted 
inlli the U.S. Army in Apri! of 1946 nrnl. afar discharge, he signed a prufossiona.! ba.,~hul! contract "ilh the 
D~trnit Tigm and pla)~d pro t12,cbal! from 19..\8-53. Included were three yean in C:Js~ AAA 11ith Buffalo 
am! Toledo. lie epened the !95! sea:mn wi!h the m::jor ka,;-Jc t~am. but returned to ·1,i!edo after a momh. 

When the Wdr 11,gh football cnad1ing job upci:ed. he was hin:d arnl i;uidcll hi$ fl· .ond t~2m. in 1955, lo 
~n 8-2 n:rnrd nnd an OVAC title Ile a!«J contim,cd hi, f'i'' bas.cNll can:cr by p!Jyi;,g in 1he la!e !950s in 
Mim,t, ND. aml llli1d1dl. 5.D .. am.! wa1 r.'.::l.'1.a,;crnHa::m team, in 1')6,-t am! 1%5 ir Coco Beach, Fla-. am! 
Dulut!1, Mir.n. lk c~pp,:d his high sdmo! t<JKhiTTg ca.-.'"C! in fk,!forJ, Ol:fo. 
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Jim Hanna (Athlete. 1950s) 

Jim Ha11na (Weir High School. Class or J<J5U), A three-sport all-ornr .-ho led the Rc,l 
Ritkrs to two state (me-class champiomhips as a senior. he is one of the most decorat
ed athletes in school his!Ory. A l'arsity foo1ball srnrt~'r ns a freshm:m. he continued to 
c,i.cd under Hall uffame coach Carl H11mill. "ho lnhckd llnnna and Daugherty ns "two 
of the finest all--around athletes•· he coached in his kgcm!ary career. 

In !949. Hanna Marred on the !1-0 record Wdr foo1ba!l tc.am which won the lirst 
W.Va. larg:i:st Class A playoIT title with a 27-JJ victory over Milmn. The twirway 
cml/puntcr/placck.kkf!r !anded nine touchdown passes and scored 83 points as a senior 
nhcn he was runner .. up for lhc West Viri;inia Player of the Year lkisman Award {now the Kennedy Award) 
and was selected l1r.! !ClITTl All•OVAC. All•V,illcy and A!l·State. He ahn played in two al!•star game,· We.it 
Virginia vs. Ohio and the West Virginia North·South game. 

In ba,k.cthalLhe was scnmd team AII-W.Va. nndAII-OVAC. 
In baseball. he pitched and batted Weir ID the one-class Wes! Virginia championship. In the .5-3 11nals' win 

mer East Bank, he struck out 10 in a sl~•bit effort and batted in four run~ wilh 1w" singles. 
He accepted a football scholarship from kgcndary Kentucky coach Paul (Bear) Bryam and started at end 

on a fre,hman squad quancrtia,ked by Bahe Parilli. He kfl i;chool 10 pby minor league baseball for sevcrul 
Hcasons before returning to Weirton, "'here he has bt.,.,;,n a long-time local American Legiun, high school and 
summer baseball coach and scout. 

Tim Anderson (Athlete~ 1960s) 

Tim Anden-1,n (Foll nm bee Jligh School, Class of !%7). Anderson's football career 
was a \\ell•tra,dcd one, as wdl as a quite StK'Ccssful one. He 11rst realiu.:d grid gl"l'atncss 
in Follansbee, a prep career >o good that it landed him a schulanhip at one of the premier 
football rnlkgcs in th<;, natiun TI1e Ohio State Uniwr,;ity. 

Just like for the Blue Wa,·e had. on the banks of the Ohio Rll'cr, Anderson starred 
for the Buckeyes, so much m that he was a first-round pki:. of the San Francisco 49ers. 
lfa NFL, days, however. g()t o!T to a dcfoycd start di.ic to contract difficoltics. In Hie 
meantime, Anderson enjoyed an all•lcngue honors stint with 1he Canadian Football 
League's Toronto Argonauts. 

Anderson was a tlm:c•sport standoul ut Follansbee High. In addition to hl> many football ad1icvcmcnts. 
the 6 ft., l<J5-poundcr di,tingui;hcd himsclt quite nicely in baseball and 1rnck. 

As a seninr, Anderson"s Blue Waw went B-~- Those two bkmishes came in the s~aS\m·s fir.! two games, 
contest, ln which Anderson did nnt play due tu injury, In jt1S1 eight games, Andcrwn ru.1hed for &63 yartls 
and also led the team in tackles As a result, !he !Wo•way hack earned all•OVAC, AH-\'a!lcy and al!-WVa, 
Class AAA firsMeam honors. As junior, he was all-OVAC and All-Valley second team. 

lie starlcd two Jears for lhe Blue Wave baschal! squad a, un outl1clder. Ile also joined the !rack team as a 
~cnior aud was 11flh in the state Cl:i.ss AAA shut put. 

At Ohio State. Anderson started three )'Can as a dcfcnsil'c hack. During that span, !he powerful Buch;-es 
went 27--2 "'ith two Big Ten titles while ahu being named the C(>n1cmus national champiuns in !%8. That 
team heal the OJ. Simp~un-led l'SC Trojans in the Rose IlnwL As a senitlf. he wa.1 first•tcam all-Big Ten and 
nas a first team All.American. 

Iii~ Buckeye o1ardom prun,d a springboard 10 being the 23rrl pick in the 1971 NFL drnfl. He owned the 
distinction of being the highest of the 12 Ohio State griddcrs chosen in Iha! drnfr, including Jack Tatum. When 
unable to agm, to terms with (he 49l"CS. he played four seasons in Camufa before returning to San Francisco 
and playing the 1975 campaign for !he Nincrn. The foHowing season, Anderson played for the Buffalo Bills. 

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 1970s) 

Marty Coyne (Lins!y Milit;u-y Institute, Class of !977). Cuync wa.s a threc·S[!{lrt stand
out for the Cadets, hu! basketball was definiicly the versatile 6 ft. 5 athkte's mc:tl tick.et. 

Coyne diitinguishcd himaclf as one of the premier hoopstcrs in the Ohio Vailey 
during the decade uf the '70s. lie was a three.year starter in mundball at Lins!y, 
hlosmming into a virtual scoring machine hi,jonior and senior campaigns. Coyne netted 
5<J9 points in his junior &eamn alone, gund for a 27.2 a\"cragc. He was a!,m a beast on 
the boanls, grabbing !4.2 rnroms per outing. He nearly duplicali.:d those numbers in his 
senior campaign. scoring .~98 points for a 2?.l a\·crage. The lakntcd po~t's rebournl 
totals ballooned to 16..5 per game, 

Coyne's scoring antics were tops in the Ohio Valley both scason.1. lfo stnglc•game high wru; 46 against 
Wheeling Ccmral, The dependable cag~r scored in double ligure1 in all 47 or his high school srnm. Coyne's 
i;coring prowess a!m lram!atcd into team Ml<:Ccss. 11,c Cadets compiled 54, 12 record during bis final three 
campaigns, TI1e Bridgeport nntiYc garnered ull.City. ull-OVAC and aJI.Wes1 Virginia honurn each for his last 
two years. He also was CtH:aptain of the a!l•statc team as a senior. He ended his illustrioui hardw,md career 
with 1,389 polnrn. 

He wa~ a!ro a standrn.U on the gridiron, starting three sc,mms. The glue-fingered recd Yer led all Ohio Valley 
small school pass catchers his srnior season whik also averaging 37.5 yards per pum. Coyne was also named 
ull•OVAC and ull•state first learn for his football success as u senior. 

Springtime saw Coyne start three seasons un tlle Lhrn!y diamond. scn-ing as co-captain as a senior. 
Afu:r graduation rmm Limly, Coyne recci1cd an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at Wc,;t Pu int 

(NY). He had the pri1·ikge of playing for the now kgendary Duke head coach MiL: Kr1p.cwsk1. Cuyn,., staned 
three seasons. helping 1hc Black Knights of the Hudson t" an NIT berth in !97R. l!e a,·craged 15.6 points a 
game as a junior and 16.5 points as a senior. His l ,126 caret."£ points ranked 11th <ll1 the a]J.timc Anny scoring 
list al !he lime of his graduation. He abo grnbbcd more than 400 rebounds for the Cadets, "'here he scr1·cd as 
co-captain as a senior. Coyne m,ccndl.'tl to the rank ofLTC with ! l yearn at·tivc duty. 

Charlie Keenan (Athlete. 1980s) 

Charlie Keenan (Steubenville High School, Class of 1985). Be it on the gridiron. 
wrestling mat or in the damoom .. Keenan prided l1imsclf on c~cclkncc am! in all thrL't: 
areas of hi> life, he was nothing shon of sensational. 

Keenan was the cnmer.tonc of Big Red's initial stale grid pfayu!T championship. 
captaining the 19a4 frid juggernaut. He led !he Reoo Saccocda-coachcd griddcrs to a 
13.0 seaS\m thal fall. He established new school records for tackles arnl sacb en route to 
being named the state's Division II Lineman of the Year. The finHeam all-stater was also 
acrnrdcd honorable mention Al!•Amcrican plaUllits. He was named captain of the all• 
OVAC and all-Easlem Dhtrict teams and wa,i selected to play in the OVAC WJd Ohio 
Nnrth·Slmth All•Star games. 

The rekntles.1 lincman was a throe-year startL'l" for Steubenville that went 30-0 in the rcgul.u- oea,on and 33-
2 overall. !fa great grid play earned him the di,tinction of being named the cu-captain of the 1980s AJ!.-Decade 
Footha!! Team selected by TI1c !ntdligcua::r. Jfo Big Red s=c~s proved a springboard to a football scholarship 
to The Ohio State University where he uris a lcttimrnn for the Scarlet & Gray griddcrs. 

Keenan was just as irnpresoi1·e on !he pl"l'p mats. He won a pair ofOVAC li!!cs,capmring the !75-pound class 
as a wphomore followed by !he l85•pound crown as ajuninr before grabbing tlle brJ~il ring as !he Ohio state 
kingpin tha1 wintc.,-, Keenan opu:,d mmuve upto hcavyweigh! a~ a !.<:nior,preparing him for !he ri£Ol'i ofll!l Ohio 
State grilklcr. That move to heavyweight i,ct up a match against Barnesville High's rnnmmo1h and fclluw OSU 
grid recruit Tim Muxlcy. 11,e twu met in the OVAC fin:tl~ in 1985, attracting possibly the largest crowd at a 
wrestling match in Ohio Valley annals. with Moxley f11.1lling out an epic I l-8 triumph. It snaf!PCd Keenan's 
45,mutdi winning wuk. Keenan was a11<nrdcd the Gcmte Kova!ick Scholarsbip that year. He linished his Big 
Red wrestling c=r with a sparkling 110· !8 record. 

Keenan al:o opted m wrestle at Ohio State. earning lwo nm;ity letters in the m.11 sport. 
He was tl1c S!i.:ulx.,'Tivil!c lligh vukdictmian, compiling a 4.0 GPA. He went oo t() earn mrum:r's and docwrJte 

degrees, Aflcr receiving his OSU deg.rec, Keenan returned home and served as a teacher, ndministrator and 
cuach at his alma mater. He now ii a school supcrintemlcnt in uurthcm Ohio. 
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Bill Jobko (Athkw- 19so,1 
B/11 Jobko (Bridgeport High School. Class or 1953). A three-year .. !lm,c-sport 

Bu!ldog athlete in ·football, hmkc1ball and ba~chall. he earned AII-OVAC and All
Valley follthall honors as a senlm lineman. 

Recruited by Ohio State University. he became a t,.,,u.way offcn1iw guard and 

linebacker "ho played on the Bude;·c national title teams .,f 1954 and 1957 when the 

Bnck~ye~ won two Rose Bowls. He was learn MVP in l<J57 He is the unly player in 
Big 10 Confcn:nce hismry lo ne1·cr piny in a losing Big 10 rcgul;u- semon game. He 

recorded a safoty for the College All-Stars in a 35. 19 \"ictory o~er the NFL chnmpiun Detroit Lions, one of 
only eight times the collegians defeated the NFL champiom in the annual classic 

He was drafted by the Los Angcks Rams and pfaycd for the NFL team fmm 1958,62 bdore performing 
for the Minncwrn Vikings frum 1963-65. Jobko capped his pro playing career ai a team dcfcnsi,·c captain uf 

the nriginal Atlanta Falrnru in 1%6. From !967-89, he wurk.cd for the Falc[l!ls in 1·arious roles -asaistanl 

coach, scout and Din.,•cmr of Pro Pluycr l\.nonnd. He dosed his NFL career as chief rn!lcge scout of 1he 
Phoenix CarJina!s from 1989-94. 

Brii\gepon High Schuol hom11"1'd Johku by naming 1hc street cmrnnce to Perkins Field as "Bill Jubko \Vay" 
and then on Aug. 21, 2008, dcdirntcd its home complex as "Bill Jobko F0<1tbnll Stadium." 

Mark Thompson (Athl,t,. 19611s) 

Mark Thompmn (Mount Pleasant High School. Class of 1969). Ba;ketru!ll 11·us a way of 
lifo in the Thomrson family. with Mark being the must prnduttive. Jfo two older brothers 
- Rich and Jim - started a hoop 1ratlilion at II-fount Plen.1an1 High in !%0. Every }'Car 
during that dec:ide wilne,sed a Thompson !ll the Mounties' starting lir1eup. ending with 
Marl's graduation in 1%9 Mark set !be family stamlanl, however. for basketball grea!nes~. 
He wasted no lime mal.ing his presence felt on the hardwood, finishing as the secund•lc"d· 
ing scorer for the junior nirsity team Ma fro~h. 111.a! jayvce squad wcn1 18--0. 

Thompson was nml1ing ;hurt of magkal the neu three winters, leading the !<!am in 
sccoring nnd rebounding each campaign. His tremendous piny aho sparked an eye-popping 
92.9 reconl during tllal span for lhe Mmmties, "'hid1 included three succcssh·e sectional 
co-champiomhips. a district filllll berlh and a dhtri~1 ~emi•fina! appearance. As a iuphnmnre, lhe lrnn!•worl.ing 
honpster averaged !7.6 pomls u game. Thal ligurejumped lo 24.8 as ajuuior and wa~ capped by a 28.l per £aine 
showing as a senior, including a career-best 50 !ightlnp apin>l Smithfield. During tllal senim year, lhe Moonties 
uvernp~J more 1han 95 point~ a Game, lopping the century mark in si\ of 1S regular seaion contests. 

All !Old. the 6 ft. 411mmpson - who was blessed with both inside and outside scoring sUlls - exited high 
school wiih I .1,23 points in his por1folio He netted a hos! of acrolrules for lns b:isletball cxperlhe, headed by Urst 
team all-Ohio honors as both a junior and ,euior. He was also an alJ.E'.!mem Distril1, all-Eustffil Ohio A!hktk 
League and ~11-0VAC honoree all 1hree years. He wai captain uf1he OVAC team as n senior. 

Thompson was no une·sport wundcr as be also displa}·ed his atllkti<: prowess 11n both the gridiron and baseball 
diamtmd. He was a 1Wn-way !tarter in football, Marring :is quWrback WJd defensive back. The three-year regular 
wn, nn all,Eas!em District. all-OVAC arnl Ea,tem Ohio Athletic League sele1.·1inn in his junior and !ienior ieasons. 
Thompson nl_so picked up three lener. in baseball .. chalked up two no-hitters and_fonr one·hlne111. 

Not 5Urpmmg, Tlmmpl,on recei,·cd some 120 Da·i>ion I college i;cbolarsh1p offc111. He cast his lnl with 
basketball at the University <If Florida. Thompson was the ~econd•!eading lieorcr on !he Gators' frosh team. After 
red1hirting n.1 a sophomore due to w anl.le injury, he 1iuri:.ed himself imo being a part-lime staner durin£ hi~ 
junior and seniur ~=om and was a CO·Cllfllain his filllll campaign with !he Gators. 

Mike Dawson (Athlete. I970s) 

Mile Llawion /Magnolia High School.Class of !97S). When )'OU begin ln recnl1 the great 
athletes in Magnolia High annals, Mike Oaw~on is always mar the top of the li,t And why 
non The rugged 6 fl. 2. 195-poumkr earned 12 letters in four ,porn for lhe Blue Eagles. 

It was f001ball, however. which brought Dawwn the rnrn;t acclaim. fol!nwing his senior 
grid ,u:ason in !977, Dawson was selected as the WVa. All•C!ass Pln;-er of !be Yeru: by the 
Mnri;anto,\n Touchdown Club while linishing n.1 n.mnerup for 1he Kennedy Award. That 
same season, he wa, named captain of!he all•W.Va. Class AA team as u defen>ivc bacJ. after 
pilfering seven pass,:,s. He was also the capl:lin of the all•Valley aml al!•OVAC teams. 
Daw= rushed for 8.13 yards on jmt ! 12 carries in nine games a, a senior for Coach Dave Cisar. lie was named 
second-team :tll-~tate us a quarterback a,i a junior. for his career. Daw,on accounted for more than 3,000 nJ\.purpo,;e 
,-ard.s and lotaled !51 points despite missing four games wi!h injuries. 

Dawson ultimate!:, selected West Viri;inia Ur.iYer,;ily, As a sophomore, he earned a starting spot as a !im:hack.er, 
but he injured his knee while blocking a punt against f¾:nn Sl:lte. Dawson ended as a two-year Mountain""r grid 
lencmmn 

The lalented Blue Eagle was also <lominant in baseball. He was a four-yem ~tarter, seeing action at both catcher 
und shortstop and earning :tll-V.bt Virginia laurel< hfa junior WJd si:nior seasons after helping lead !he Eai;len !o the 
state tournament both years, lie was a !Im-time nll-OVAC and all-Valley honoree, servmg a,i captain ol lhe latter n, 
a senior. Spring proved quite husy for DawMJn. When mil playing baseball, he was a vahmh!e contributor to the Blue 
Eagl~· track team. Despite !it!le practice time, he was still able to spun.le in the West Virginia Cfosi A state track 
meet. As a junior, he was runner-up in both the l lX\.:1 ard dash and long j~mp, the latter oo !he su-ength of a leap bet
ter than 2l feet. He also won ttie West Virginia AAU !()()-yard dash in !977 

Dawson·wm also a three-year starter in basl.ethall. Among his many hoop highlight, was a 3li•pllint omhur-5! 
agalnsl Wheeling P.ut. 

Tim Moxley (Athlete. 1980s) 

Tim Mw:U!y (Ilame,villc High Sdmol. Clais of !985,) A hea,·ywcight in every scnM: 
of the wuri.l. Tim Moxley is cmainly that. Modcy clITT!c up huge in both fuothall and 
wrestling for the Shamrocks. lie cnjo:1·cd a ,tnr--s1udded and champion.filled four atllktic 
years nt the western Bclmunt Count)' school. 

M,aky garnered all-Ohio honors in fomball fm the Red & Gn."t:n while a!so ,grabbing 
a pair of sta«: wrestling championships. TIie 6 ft. 7, 3{)()-poundcr p.u-layed his pl"l'p 
achiHcments into a frmtlm11 sd1olarship at TI1e Ohio State Univcr.i!)', 

Muxlcy was a three-year startL"r on the Shamrod..s' line. He hdped guide the Red & 
Gn."en ma 17-3 mark u\"~'T his last !wo .season.\ and the OVAC d1an1piumhip in !98). 

Jfo was accorded a bevy of first team all-star honors for his senior season pfay. They included all-Valley, all
OVAC, all•Eastcm Di>triCT and al!-Ohlo try The Aowdatcd PtcS$, He was a scc<JT1d-tcam all-Ohio United Pres$ 
ln!crnation:tl hon()rce As a junior .. Moxley was a second-team all•Vallcy sclccti,m 

Modcy carved <lU! an C\'Cn more glittering prep resume in the mat sport. The powerful heavyweight captured 
a pair ufOhiu state champiomhips. matching the number ofOVAC cruwns to his credit. A; a senior, be led the 
Shamrock grappkrs m the overall OVAC Tournamenl Ihle while al.lo being acconlcd the prestigiou~ Bicrkort1e 
AwarJ. Mmco1·cr, the Muxlcy•lcd matmcn of Croi:h Dam:!! Davis captured the state wumament team ti Ile in 
1985, His OVAC title matches agains1 Stcubenvilk"s Charlie Keenan -· :tlso joining this year's OVAC Hall of 
Fame imluction field - are legendary. Muxky handed Keenan bis only two fos.ses in the OVAC nen1. Molky 
was Ml lmpl"l'ssive <ll1 the ma! !hat he 1>as eu:k:ctcd tu the l!SA·s Sdmla,itic All-America Wrestling "Drc~m 
Team" for 1984-85. lie was third in the OVAC a~ a sophomore. 

At Ohio State, Molle;· W!lil all football. He moved into lb<;, Buckeyes' starting lineup as a sophomore. alter 
seeing playing time in all 13 games as a red-•shirt freshman. He started i;cven ou! nfthc Bucks' final eight games 
as a sophomore, As ajuninr, he started all I I games and coniinucd that mung play rui a senior, He pfayed in two 
bowl game~ for Ohio State - the 1987 Cotton Bow! and the 1990 Hall of Fame Bnwl. M(nley was sdcctetl by 
lhe Wa,hingt(m Re<.15kins in tllc ninth round of the 1990 NFL Draft. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley (Athlete - 1990s) 

Daritl Hosh!_v (Paden Ci1y High School. Cluss uf J9<)3l. Paden City prides it;clf on 
quality basketball. To that end, David Bosley is on lhc shorl fat of gn::_at Wildcats. 

Bm,ky was a scoring !error at the tiny Wetzel Counly School. Tiic sconng also translated 
into a wcal!l1 <Jf Wildcat winnin,: as the Green & While a<ha1Kcd to the West Virginia 
stale tournament in 1991 and 1992. Coach B(lb Burton\ Tat~ also grabbed the OVAC 
crowns in 1hc !992 and 1993 scawns. Al! !old. Paden City won Bl times am] ]mt ju.11 12 
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which he ncucd 29.2 points, 7.8 a.sim and se\'cn rebounds per ,tart. Those lo fly num
bers earned him 1hc captaincy of !he alhta!e learn. He was also captain of 1hc all•OVAC 
squad that year and wa, honored by !he Dapper Dans for oumanding achincmcnt. During hb sophomore ar.d 
junior sea.ions. !he 5 ft. 11 bad.:court dandy earned all-OVAC and all•Sla!e hom,rn as Paden City advanccc! lo 
!he stale tournament each winier. 

Bosl~y also mrufo m,c of his superb athkticism lo siar on lhc football field for Mi_ke Flannery, The four .. ycar 
gric! kll~'!man sparklcc! as a quarterback, ca.ming all•OVAC fi~Heam honws as a Juni(,r and srnmr. Be corn
plc!cc! l i3-of-'.':2l passes fur l ,'17! yan!, and ! l l(mchdowns wbik ru1bing for 489 stripes and seven additional 
scores as a !<!:nior. Bmky was namcc! to I.he West \,tirgmia Spom Ulhmutc All-State Football Team. As aj11mnr 
he complctcc! 69-of-l !2 tosses for 995 vmb and cigh1 touchdowns. He aloo ru.1hcd for 559 }ards anc! ,a TD,. 
Bmlcy was also a stellar pumcc a,·craglng 36.l yanls on '.':9 hoots. 

llos!c;· al~o made his prescmcc kl! m track and field. He ,vas an OVAC long jump champion and also was 
a stale runner-up in !he 300•metcr hurdles. 

Bosley look his vast ba,k.ctbatl slills to the ne~t kvd, earning a scholarship trJ LSU in the rn~g~,! SEC !k 
pfoycd four yearn for kgemlary Dale Bro-..n, who retired al'tcr Bosle:'(s scnirn campaign, !n flm!cy"i fln:i! 
regular sca,on game, he ncitcil the flna! four points of the game 10 g1,c Brown bis firsl•ncr m;imph o,·a 
Nolm Richardson's Arkansas Razorbacks since they joined I.he SEC m 1991 Bosley was mrnrdcc! lh~ LSIJ\ 
Din:ctrn Cup for ac:ukmic c~tdlcnce and was rcc11gnizcd as an S!.:C Scholar Alhkte, 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Frank Baxter (OVAC 'Contributor') 
Frank BIIXler (Bridgeport High School. Class of !949) \Vhen ym1 think of 

Bridgeport lfigh Schoo!. this is surely one oflhe names that comes HJ mind. After all, 
Baxter was part of the Bridgq,ar1 school system for more tlian 60 years as a student, 
athlete, teacher, coach and administrator 

As an athlete, he was an all-OVAC honoree in football as a center-linebacker ,mil in 
baskedmll "here he averaged 25 points per game 11.9 n senior. After a sti11l in the urn1ed 
services during the Korean War, he enrolled a! West Liberty State College where he 
plnyec! foothaH and ran track and receh'ed a bachelor·s dee,>ree, Inter receiving his 
mas1er·s from lhe Unil'ersity of Dayton 

Aller teaching and coaching al Bnrnes\·ille High School for one se.ason, he returned 
to his alma mater and begun nn incredible 47-ycar nm as Bridgepor1·s nthletic director bclic;-cd In be the 
longest tenure in OVAC h1story retiring in 200-1. 

From 1962 lo 1980, he also c!oubkc! as the Bnlldogs' head boys' ba~ke!ball coach. guiding the !cam lo a 
solid 269-128 record His teams won four OVAC championships (!963. '66, •n und '74); 14 sectional titles; 
two district cro.;m nnd one regional championship_ Bric!gcpor1 posted an unbeaten regular :;eason in 196f>, 
enc!ing with a final 23-1 record and !he UPI Class A state poll champion~hip; anc! fini,hed as the 1969 Ohi,1 
Class A runner-up wi1h a 25-2 rccrnd at a time \\hen tl1ere \\ere nnly two classes in the stale. 

Baxter was nam.ec! the Ohio Class A "Coach oflhe Y=" in !966 and became the first recipient of the OV.l1Cs 
all-sports "Coach of the Year" award in !%9. He wrui also selected Eastern Ohio and Eastern District "Coach of 
lhe Y= .. ()I! several occasions. ill !988, Baxter wa5 the !2as1em District "Athletic Director of the Year"· and he""-' 
inc!ucted into tile Ohio Atltldic Adminis1rat()rs Hall of Fame in 1994. He has al$<! heten recogniw.l by the Ohm High 
School Dask.clhall Coaches A~~odation, tlie Naismith Memorial Daske!ball Jlnll of fame through the OHSA-\ m 
1988 and with tlie Earl HaberficldCoacltesAwardat the OVAC Basketball Classic in 1987. Ba.tterrel-cil'cd the Cnrl 
Hamill Award from ilie Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Cluh in 21Xl3 anc! \.\hen I.he new Bridgeport High Schoo! 
wns construt:ted, the floor at the John 1. JfavLlcck Gyrmiasium was named Frnnk Ba,Jer Court 

John Stephenson (Coaches) 
John Stephenson (Wa,11esburg High School, Class of 1969). RegJrded ns the "fo!her 

of Cadiz. V,'restling"', Stephenson a55umed 1he role ofbeac! mat coach in 1he second year 
of the sport at lhe school. 

His first team lmdjust 12 wn:stlcrs on I.he squailanc! finishe-d 5.5.2, hut by the next year 
the team lmd increased to 34 members anc! the.rrogram was off and nmning. 

\\"hat followed during the next 14 years untt Stephenson stepped d(mTI afler the 1988 
season wns that Cadiz wrestling became highly-respected throughout !he slate of Ohio nnc! 
was a perennial Ohio Valley Athletic Conference powerhouse. 

Stephenson-coached Canlinal sq1iac!s won 12 OYi\C Clnss AA dual meet titles. 12 
OVAC Class AA tournament titles and the o\'eral! O\.'li.C mat championship in 198!. His 
teams also won eight sectional cl,ampinnships and seven district titles with numerous top 
lO stale tolllllilment finishes, higlilighted by the 1987 team which captured the Ohio Class 
A Stale Wrestling Championship 1llllt fen\ earned Stephenson the Ohio Clnss A '>Cooch oflhe Year" :;elc,titm 

Under his tutelage. Cadii producc'!l 29 sta.te pt:ice finishers incluc!illg two sta.!e champions anc! countkss 
OVAC Tnumnment charnpiom. Stepheruon·s dual _meet record with the Cardinafa wns an impre,sive 142-!8;~-

for his many contributions lo !he sport ofwrestlmg, mdw:lmg scn·ing for many years on the OVAC Wrcs!lmg 
Committee and as director of several sectional und d1st11ct loumaments. Stephenson was honored with the 
OVA C's prerngious "Mr. Mat Award" m !993. Hrurisort Central Inter recngniwd lhe long•!\me rnach v.ith t!1e 
naming ofs"hool's multipurpose builc!ing as The John \V. Stq,h,,.1lwn C~nter. 

Stephenson received bis degree in Industrial Art~ and Physic~! EdUClltion limn Fairmon! Stzte C<l:lc;;e. 1<1iere 
he was a., NAIAA!l·American wrestler. After stepping !ID\\11 as wm.thng coach .. Step!s.c:i~on sen-cd ~ a,ii;;t:;;t 
prin.ipal at Cad.ii J!igh Scho()] uni! then was promoted to principal at Harrnmi Crn1ral \\hrn the 1b1m't reor-JJ· 
nlz.ec! m ! 999 a.-ul he maimnined Iha! position un!Jl WO!, Ile hns al.so served as principal at I !amsnn lfopclale 
Elementary, Hmison Lakd:md Elementary and has been Buildings :md Grmmds Super\'isor for the diilrict 

Otis Winston (Athlete - 1990s) 
Olis lfius_l011 (fommo H_ifh Sch(}{)). Cla..ss of !_'1921. Wimton is ;ynonymou~ with Ohi0 

Valley high .1umpmg. lie still rcmnins the measur,ng s1id;, for prep Jumping &rearness. 
Wmston, ho"cwr. was more !han un accomphshed high 3ump,;,r. fk posseisc<.l mu!:i

facctcc! skilis both in trnd, as wcii as ha1kc1ba!!. 
While becoming the Ohio \'alley', fast sc\"cn•foo1 knpor, he_ was equ~lly as c!ominaling 

on lhc harJwooc!, kllcring four }'Cm> for the Red Kmghts. 1,hile garncnng firs.Heam all
Ohio honrns as a senior. 

Wms10n h still the Rrd Knirh1s· ~11-tillll.' lcac!ing ,con:r via hi.1 lA.".i markers. As 1: 
senior, the athk!k forwunl ~amed his ttam lll an O\'AC 3-A cmwn !hanks, in part. lo hi! 
.11 .1 points. l-1 rebounds. oix steals and six a.1sists per g:unc. 

He was !he model of rnnsi.temcy as rdkcte,! in a ~0-r,~= otrcak of JO points or mon:. H:. single ga!ll<' high was 
46. lie was both 1hc Ea,u:rn Dimict and Dbtricl 5 Pla)cr ol The Year and st:um.l in tile Ot:io North-Sou1h Game, 
scoring !H points in a winning 1:aw,e. As ajui:ior. he a,eraj.'cd 25 points a game and was f;r~Hcam all-OVAC. Jk 
al.so ~njoycd a superti so~hom:,re year, gainini; fim-ieam all-OVAC honors with hi_s l8 poi:;is a game. 

Fm lhc Red Kmghl !hmdads, 1hc 6 I!. 5 Wmsmn was a three-time st_me dlllmpmn, !"''"" in the h,gb jump and 
in the long jump as a ;cmor wnh _a ~2·!0 c!fort. lk rnpmml the srn1e high jump 1iilc as a ,ophomon: wnh a 6-l() 

jurr/~i~1~ff n~hi
1
~\'.c%~~:~:1~~:t~~ 'ii~-~fi~~~ . ... t~~ ~~\;_~~l~g~~~csi,orts for "!he Ohio State _l1nl\mily. 

WlnMon earned Al!-AmerKan honors~\ OSU m !rack. wmnmg tile Big Ten l11ghjumpin~ ll!le four tunes. twice 
outdoor, nnd l"ke ind<>ors. lk fmLshed thirtl in the NCAA a, a frehl1man "'ith bis still Ohw State ro:ord or7-4 5. 
Wms!on romp,,t~d m th~ !'l'Jf> Olimpic trials. 

lk ,ns oo ;!ooch for!~ Bud .. cics m b.:,~le1ball. earning a starting berth as a junior, specialiiing ns a ,lefemil"e 
sit,ppcr. lk scriccd tho Bud,<}'' hoopotm as co-ceptain as a !<!:llior and flnisheil his carec1 wi1h a 17-poim outing 
~prn~I h;ucd•rin!.l Mi,h!eun. lk .,,,a,~ thrcc-)'ear OSU haok.etball lettcrman 

Wmwm wem on to piu} pmbiional ha~kc1hall in Ru.11ia.An ordaitwd minister, he still lives in tile Colurnhu~ 
arm. lk owns bj1 own prnc!:ic1;on cnmpn} anc! is a bank nlmpuler technician. He aho finc!s !ime to coach track 
a1 1'.cw Albany Hi£h Sc-hon! 

Rick DeLuca (OVAC 'Family') 

Rick Dtl.uru (Warren Conso!idmed High School. Class of ! 970). Probably 1h~ 
only question re:::arding DeLuca ism what aspect of the OVAC hasn't he made a 
significant contrWution. Whether it's the arduous Jask of compHi11g the rnnfarence 
standings, sen ing on ,arioos committees, dneloping new 1e11tores, coaching and 
even reporting the events through the media, DeLucn has done it all. 

lle"s the ()ne wlj() puts together the weekly stamlmgs ma majority of sports in th~ 
O\AC, includi11g football, n:illeyball. boys' and girls' basketball and basebnll. 

It was Deluca \>ho fonm1latcd the OVAC basketball playoffs. serving as the 
director of that event. anc! who also combined with OVAC Executh·e Secretar, 
Tom Rataiczak to establish the OVAC Museum-· a historical look at the confei
cnce, its schods and athletes throughout the years - which is housed in WesBa.'lco 
Amm in Wheeling. 

DeLuca also serves (m the OVAC Volleyball Committee, the OVAC Baseball Committee, the OVAC 
Boosters Committee and the OVAC Scholarship Commit!~-

lle also offers - through his DeLuca Realty business venture - a yearly OVAC Volleyball 
Scholarship. 

DeLuca, who also coached the high school bascba!l teams at Bridgeport for thrc~ years and Buckeye 
Local for one year. is a ,,-eterari of the Oh10 Valley media, working for more than 4(1 vears as a part-time 
sportswriter at The Times Leader. l!e was a three-time finalist for Ohio Sportrniiter of the Year by 
the National Sport5writcr and Sportscasters Association and received foor award~ from the Ohio Prep 
Sportswriters Association. lie also wrote some articles for USA Today in its early years :md has had 
se\crai non•sports articles pubfohed in \arious regional and nntiolllll publications. 

William 'Bill' Davies (Med;a) 

111//iam J, "Bi/lM Dal'ies {Bamesl'iile lligh School. Class of 19-14). A "gentle giant'" 
uho -..a_re many h,m during his lifetime, 11 woulc! be ~asy lo !ahd Dm--,cs_ ns "Mr 
Barnesville"' ta many mrn!e and outside the western Belmont County communny. but 11 
was in the me_dia where he made p~rhaps his greatest impac_t. 

Afler enfatmg in the Na,.,_ dl!rmg World \\ar JI and sernng witl1 Uie Navy Seabi.'es in 
Okinawa, he auemkd M1am1 (Ol:io) llniwn;ity and cmnplet~d his education at The Ohio 
State Uuil'mity where he graduated from the OSU School of Journalism in 1950. 
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A !me "old schoor' reporter i,,ho mule! recall many names anc! events nt the drop or 
a hat. his lifelong cnrcer wa, spem right in his hackyard a1 The Barnes\'ill~ [n!erprise 
until his retirement in 1994. sen-ing several years as editor-publisher ""hile afoo cowring 
Shamrock sporting e\cnts religiously, 

Not only die! he report on Barnesville athletics for The Cnte1prise. bul he also was " 
valuable contributor 10 the sports departments at The Times Leac!er in Martins Ferry and The Daily Jdforsonian 
in (ambndge. 

Among the sporu-relmc-J awards Da\'ies receiwd were a Distini,'llished Scn·ice Awad from the Barnesville 
wrestling progrlll!l in 1991: the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Sen·ice Award in !996: 
the Ohm Baidmll Hall ofhme McdiaAl'·ard m !99?: and induction in!o lhc Ohm Prep Sp,1rt,;wrilcrsAssodatim1 
Hall of Fame in 199H. 

He aho w:rs inducted into lhe Bames,i!!eAn:a hlicnlioo Foundation !fall ofFame in 1998; "-a:s r::uned Bat=i.il!e Citizen 
oftlie Y= ill 1 nt; =ivctl a fournlersAwanl from the Ohio AS&lcia!ioo of Community Colkges: and graces the top of die 
lleriugc Tree at Bc!mo11t Technical College. 

Davies was a varsny lcucrman m football and bashtball in high school, and was :i member of the gold 
mc'llal•"·inning basketball !earn in the 1945 Pacific Olympics. Jle will a registered ba,ke!bal! ol1krn! for 2D 
years anc! sen·ed as Ohio Stadium bench security and as an usher at Buckeye football pmes from 1958 unul 
the year of bis death in 20ll3 

Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Coaches) 
Charles ~chuck" II Utt (Stcuhcnville High School, Cla~s of ! 945). A mainstay ol 

Big Red athletics, Coad1 Watt made his mark both as head basketball and baseball 
coach. 

In haskctball. Wal! assisted lrng Vaccam hefnrc taking owr in !967 and b~ginning 
a 23-ycar stint as head coach, During that lime, he compiled a stellar record of 350-
149,_ a winnmg pcrcclllagc of 70. l. 

Big Red won eight OVAC championships Ulldcr Wa!t (!97!, '75. '78, '79, '80. 
'81. '86 and '90) arid he was namci.l 1hc District 5 Baskelbal! Coaches Assrn:ia!ion 
"Coach of the Year'' in cacl1 llf thtise seasons 1~hile being named OVAC .. Coach of 
the Year" in both l97i and 1990. His teams woo 12 sectional titles, including seven 
straight from 1983 through 1990: and captured four district championships (!970, 
'71, '85anc! •go) 

He \ms inducted into the Ohio High Srhool Baskc!hall Coaches Association Hall of fame in 1994 and 
illlo the District 5 Baslctbal! Coacbcs Assodation lla!l ofFamc. 

Watt also succeeded Vaccaro as the schoors head hascball coach, serving in that role from !965-75 and 
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. His Dig Red teams won two OVAC championships (]%8 und )973); three 
scctmna! titles /1968, '72 and "75) and one district crown ( !972) 

!le abio ,oa,hcd the Stcuhrnvilk American Legion Post 33 team for many year" Aflcr serving as an 
assbtan1 tu Vaccaro frnm 195'1-8~ before bcrnmmg !he manager i~ 1983 and pmt:~g u 367-10-I record, 
1ndllil.1ng ~ll!H: ~hanipiomhip., in !984 and \l/8() 

Walt's co:Khing can:n aa:w11.!1} beg:m in !:is scnfot sens.on at S\ru\x,nvi!k Col!c_-c ""hen he took over 
at mi1h::n$i.m a:Rl guided a !c.r.'TI !!l111 :!t:lrtl:d out 3-5 ta a 14•8 rccon! to cam rro.:f,'llition.as the "Moot 
!rnpwved T,nm in the Com:try~ at d,:::crmincd by th~ Dick D1.mkd l\[Jimm! Ratlllg System 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Officials) 

Jolm "Streaky" /fafmzka (McKinley Vucatiunal School. Class (lf 1943). 
A dedicated and culorfol indil'idua! who was easily recognizable by his nick
name, lfa!uszka spent 40 years as an offkiul in the Ohio Valley, wnrking high 
school games in football, basketball, 1mflball, baseball mul trac:k. 

He nho uffidmed in the Wheeling Outdoor Bm,ketbull League which fea
turetl rnch pfoyers as Ohio State University greats John Jfavlkek am! Jerry 
Lucas and West Virginia University legends Jerry West and Rod Hundley. He 
also worked many yeurs in the SL Vincent's Tournament and the Sistcrsl"i!le 
hulepemlent Tournament - bmh widely-recognized for attfi!cting top collegiate 
pla;ers from thmughout the tri-state area. 

He worked a host of Wrn Vlrgh1ia Secondary School Activities Cummission (SSAC) tournament 
games ut the sectional. regional and state le\'els and also offidated in the West Virginia Catholic State 
Tournament. 

Among the honors Halouka received were un SSAC Service Award at the state basketball touma• 
ment in 1975; an SSAC Meritorinus Award for 30 years of officiating football am! basketball in 1984: a 
Meritorious Award for oumanding servke to high school athletics from the Obin High School Athletic 
Association (OHSAA) in 1985: rerngnition frnm the Ohin Valley Board of Football Officials for his 
many years of service in 1986: honorary lifetime memberships to the Ohio Valley Board uf Fomball 
Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Board of Ba~ketball Officials in 1990. 

He was a!su honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding achievemems and 
contributions tn high school spons in the urea in 1989 and recognized as an hunnrary offidal at the 
31st annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Siar Football C'lassk in 2002, 

Henry Josefczyk (Athlete 1950s) 
llenry "llank'' Joufc:J•k (Ymkville High Sd~io!, Clas~ of 19.56). After five de-cades, 

he hold; the Ohio \'a!!ey rernnl for basketball !i<:Oring averJ.ge for a senior. The 6-foot-6 
center scored 1,(l97 points in 26 games fm a 42.2 per game norm. lfr avm!ged !"!.5 per 
gnme wlth 728 points as a jnnior and hi~ four"i·ear lntal nf '.;J.l(ll points ranks in the Top 
15 in Ohil! \'alley history. 

An I l •leuer winner - four each ln b.l.\ketball li!ld basebnll am! three in fmtbal! - he 
led the Ductillires to a 22-4 team record~ a senior. They won the Jeffernm Count;· tide 
for the sel1Jrnl straight year plus the Ohio Clasi B section and distrkt m1wns including a 
win over an unbrnten Stra5burg team before losing Ill Chagrin Fclls. U::-60. in the rqd\mal 
Wumament. A.1 a senior, he bmke the Yorkville single i;ame scoring record set by OVAC 
(:haner Hal! of Farner Ken Alessi by netting 76 points against Shadyside. a team he rum ~oreJ 60 un in another 
game. He had 62 again>I Lin~h· and four 5()-.point games m average 45.\ points for regular sea'>!m. The 7fi..pnint 
i;ame is the thinl-highe>t in OV hi miry li!ld came in the final re1,'lllar sea«<m game, a 99· 78 win. 

Josefrz}k was selected first team All-Ohio, Al!-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio as well as Chuck Ta.1lor All• 
Amerirn recognition by p!~Jing In the annual Nonh-South A!l•Atnerka Game in Mun.l)"< Ky, He ahu played in 
1he OhiDIW. Va. vs. Kentucky AU-Star games in Humin1,'l(m, W Va. and Ashland. KJ'. 

lie reportedly had some 200 rn!!ege scholarship offers and the ~enior dass president nml sa!utamrian selcm:tl 
the University of Dayt(m. I le wa~ a three-year v:mit:;· leuennan with the Fly= after playing 1m the fre>hrnan team 
In his sophtmxire seasnn,be was a reserve un the 25-4 renm.I !'.ITnmuer-uplCllm whkh loM in nvertime tnXavier 
alter beating Fonlham and St. John's. At DaJ1lln. he m:eived t11e first fo!m L. Macbeth Scholar-Athlete AwarJ 
in !958. He graduated in 1%0 in Electrical Engineering and received a ma.~ter·s de1,'l:ee fmm C:i.1e lmtitute of 
Technology. He returned to UD a~ an instructor fortwo years. tea,·hing the s.:b1Jol's first graduate digital computer 
rnurses. At the time, DaJton was one of only fourcnllegcs to olTer wmputercourst:'.l. He then joined the bu,iness 
world, work.in; fot 12 years for Imel Cmp. 

Larry Duck (Athlete 1960s) 

Larry Duck (Martins Ferry High St'hlXll, Claiis of 1%:Z), Winnin; and Larry Duck go 
haml•in•haml. 

The prep gridimn legend w~ lme of the ke:,· pie..1:s ln the Purple Riders" amazing snc· 
L-ess in the !ate 1950s and early l%1ls. The puni;hing and powertu! Duck wa, a lhree•year 
grid Staner for f-erry. 

Whar is most remarkable about his illustrious grid career was the fact that he never !mt 
a game as the Purple Riilm went 3/H). As a sophomore, Duck started at midtlle !,'llard for 
the Ferrlans, coached by Jlayden Buckley, As a juni()r, b<: started at both linebacker and 
fullback as rookie etJat:h Bob Wion !,'llided another HJ~) rnmpaign. Dock's mntrilrutions 
did not go unnotkOO as he was first-team all•OVAC and et!·Captain of the all-Valley team 
Duck·$ :.enior year w:1.1 evtn mC1re umazing us Witm's charges rolled tn yet unotlier HHI 
season. Duck hauled in a myriad of prn,1-seascm hrmms. He w~ named captain uf the all-OVAC am! aJ!.\'alky 
teams and earned flrsHtam al!•Ohlo plaudits as a fu!!back He was narnetl m !he Senior Scholastic All-Amerkan 
Team while uho gaining a ,put_in the Ohio North-Sooth All-Star Game in Cant1m. Moreover. he was named llPI 
"Back of the Yrar" af1er averagmg 6.6 yards a carry, swriug 12 mw:hdowm and gaining 9! ! yards. 

The6 IL22!}.pound Dock was no one·>P(lll w~mder. as he was a swrer in basketball while ahoex.celling in track. 
He putted the sh01 mnre than 50 feet and twirled the diS(.uS bcttcr than 15() feet, both prodigious i.listances in that era 

Duck u,:cepred a scholarship to W\'U und substquently led the Mountainecri;' freshman team in 1w.!1i~g. His stay 
in Morgantown was short .. Ji\'cd ns he tnm~ferred Ill Memphis State University. The move wo1kdo11t e~l"t:plionally 
well as Duck started lhn:e years al middle i;uanl. llis teammates \·tl!ed him MVP following hi.1 senirn: year. Duck 
was a1,o i:h1J;<,Cn to play in the prestigim1s B!ue-Grny A!l-StarGarne in Alabama. 

Duck·s prolific pllly led him to being dr.ifte<l by the Cnnadian HloWall Le-ague-. He opted m remain Ill Memphis a, a 
graduate w;~i!;rant. l le ir:rurned I= and acceplC'd a tel!Ching PJ!,ition Ill Manins f"C!T)· High in 11no .. Be speat the ~t 
30 ye= at his alma mater. teaching, rnadtlng and :ilS<l serving a stint a~ athktk dirttmr, He gL1ide.d lhe f-erry boy,' ba.1-
kctbal! team tn a 21) • .5 m-,m! and a district diampion.1hip in 1982. He later coached the girl.I'' team to moch M'L'l:S\ 

Less Browne (Athlete 1970s) 
Less Browne (East Liw1p(l()! High School, Class of 1979). Frum Columbiana County, 

to Colorado. to Canada, Bmwne wru an :ill-star football player at every smp. 
Bmwne was a three<>Sport slam.lout at East Liverpool. with fomball being hfa forte. 
!!is !,[id hemics are h1ghli<?1ted by eight kickoff or punt retllrtlS for ttJUcbdo\\ns urn!er 

the late Ted M:iley. Jn his semoryear al &st Liverpool, Brnwnc T1L<Jlrd for 992 yard, and 
scored 56 points in earning seamd-!eam all-Ohio htmms. 

Dmwnc was also a Mam.lout hasketb.111 pl.ayer and sprinter for the Potters while alm 
u\\ning the distinctkm of being his senior dass president. Ile w:i.~ chosen East Llverpi.~)l 
Review "Player of the Year" in 1978. 

The \'ersatile !,'11dder was J"e(.T\,llte<l to Colorndo State w; a nmning back. He quickly and 
seumle,sly made the transitilm to<lefrnsi\·e back. starting in the Ram~• set~1t11latJ for three 
years. The 5 ft. 11, !70-poumkr led Colorado State in imen1.:ption.s in 1980. 

Following bi~ stellar rnlkgiate career, BnJ\\11e signed as a tree agent with tlie Hamil um Tiger.Cats in ! 984 ll!ld 
he wasted no time making his rm:.sence felt north ufthe bonier. He earned al!•Ea>tern and CFl. all-~tar awllllh 
as a_defemh·e back in 1985 and !986_ .. Bmwne moved im to star for tile Wmnipei; Blue Bmnbers from !989-9! 
During the latter twn ye!l!ll. he e>lnbh5he<l CFL records for most imemc.pli(m return yanh in a Seas(Jll with 273 
and 267,_ respel·tively, After ooe year with the Ottawa Rnugh Riilm. one in v,hich he apin !ed the league in 
inten.'eptmn ret1.l111 yardag-e, Bmw11e dosed out his CFI. career with the Briti~h Columbia Li1ms in 1994. The 
Li1ms capturetl the wvete<l Grey Cup that sea'\(m. Bmwne set league reconls fJr mewl career lntcn:ep1im1s (87) 
nnd mo:st regular-sea'\(m inter.:epfom return yardage (I ,508). After his playing days, Browne went 1m Ill serve 
as an assistant coach in the CFL. 

Halls of Fame are nothing new to Ilm\!,11e, He ww; inducted into the East Liverpi.xll Hall nfFame in 1993 and 
he wa~ later irnluctctl into the Canadian FlXltball l-lall of Fame. 
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Fred Bruney (Athlete 1940s) 
Fred Brn11ey (Martins Ferr;· High School, ChM of 1949). An honored football pla;-tr 

at three !n:eJs - high ~hex.ii, college and pm, he ewhed hh name in Purple Rider [()re 
as a scnim when he led the !948 team to a 9-0-1 m:nnL Ferry was ranked No. 3 in 1he 
Ohio one-clan pol! behind No. I Massillon (H-1) and No. 2 Canton McKlnleJ (lJ.\). The 
hme tie was a scorek3s struggle with unbeaten Tnadelphla (9-(J.!) played before W.961 
at Feny Stadium. 

After the mid-semmn tie with the Triad,. Bruney led Fe!T)' Ill win_1 nver Bellaire. 33-0: 
Ea>t Llverp.:Kil. 13-7; Steuben~·me. 20-f); Linsly, J5~J; urnl l'l,fans!fold, (>.(). Bruney lifted 

}~l~ll~:~ ~:~;~Lh~!p(lcl},~i;l 
0
a ~~n~tm~!'. ~ ::zs!~ s;:1:.~~~~: 

TD in a 6-f) win nver state-ranked Mansfield. Feny had seven shutoub and allowed only 
19 p()ints. 

The four-yenr football player, who alsi1 played baskCl!rJI\ and rJn tra('k. eumed All-Ohio hrnm;1 fmm _lmemati1mal 
News Service as well as All-OVAC and A!I-Eastem Ohio rerngmti1m. The niple-threat player Jed the Riders in rush• 

in11a:t,~~;~~: :/ifu:1 ~~~~ L/~i~-:1~1r::;\~~t1~:;:
1
1~~ ~~rh1l1~a~;~tr:;:~~;i:J~~ ~\~~;d~~n the 

Buckeye charts. induding three in ,me game. He wa1 a first team A!J .. Oig Ten Conference chok"t: and pi~ye<l in the 
East-Wes! Shrine Game. 

Bruney wns the 35th owral! draft pick. in the third mum!. by the Clevf!and Brmms in 1953 and pfoyed six 
yem in the l'll'FL with the San Frands,:o 49ers. Pitt:.burgh S1eelers and Los Angele~ Rums. Frum !%(}.62, he 
pfaycd in the upstart AfL with the Bomm Patriot~ and twis'e earned AFL All-St11r status. Ile ended with 15 (ITTJ 
pass inten:eptions. 

lie then SCl'Yed 35 years ~ an NFL assistant coach with the Philadelphia Eagks, Atlanta Falrnm. Tampa Bay 
Bus-caneers. New Yurk Giants li!ld lnd1anapolii Colts. V.'hcn he mired in 1997, he had the kmge,t tenure as a player 
and t'>iach in p1u fr~rtba!!. 

Bruney was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan CtlaMan of the Yei!T in 1981 along with OVAC llall of Farner 
1hm Keane lllld was in<lue1ed into the City of Martins Ferry Hall of Fame in 2009, 

Don Sutherin (Athlete 1950s) 
D011 .'iuthtrln ffomntn High Sthmil, Cluss of !954). A three-sport. lZ-ktm winner for 

the Red Knights. he emnedAU•Ohio, All-0\'AC, All-Valley and AH,Eastern Ohio ftm!ball 
honors U.'l a senior when he scored 19 ofTonmto's 24 TD, and accounted for 74 nflhe Red 
Knights' 95 first downs in a 5-4 rernrd ~eason. 
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Jard~ and passe.! for 833 yank On <lefonse. he rtturned two of four pass imcrceptitms 
for SC(!reS. 

He also led the Red Knights tu a 16-:: reg11lar seawn basketball recur.!, the second best 
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:,:~1t~fp to Ohio State University and lettered a!l three v:mity 

!ie:l.~()Il! ai a two-way back•kkk returner-kicker-punter on twu Big Ten Conference title 
teams. As a senior, on a 9-1 record team, he kicked tile winning 34-yanl-fie!d 11,hich decided a J0-7 Rose Bowl 
~-ictory over Oregtm. 

Drafted in the eighth mund by the New Yntk Giant~. he mITTed a 13-year pm career as a defen~ive back
placekicker. lie played two season3 iu the NFL with the Giants and Pittsburgh Steelers and pluyed I! years in 
the Canadian Fixitball League with Hamilttm. Ottawa and Tommo. 

A perennial CFL All-Star, he played in eight Grey Cup title games in 10 ye:m and was nn four duunpionship 
teams. When he retired. he was the a1J .. 1ime scoring leader in the CfL and held 18 CR.. records. He also served 
as a CFL scmn and assistant cnach fmm 198 l •91. 

In l99Z. he was inducte.! into 1he CFL Hall of Fame, He also is inducted into the T()J'on1tJ lligh School and 
Upper Ohlo Valley Dapper Dan Halls of Fame. He resides in Hanville, Ohio, where he taugh1 al Lake High 
School und served a, football coach before reuring in 1997 

Joe Niekro (Athlete !960s) 
Joe Niekro (Brid~eport High Schoo!. Class of l'162). The }'.(mnger half of the mo\t 

successful bmthers p1tt·hing tandem in ~lajor League Baseball bmory, Joe carved his pm 
nkhe after dhtingui>hing him,elf un the ITJ\mnd at 1he prep and rnllegiate levels. 

Niekm pocketed 221 Major League wins as he and {l\der hnrther Phil teamed for 539 
victories, still the professional high water mark. 

His athletic feats tmk mot at Bndgeport High. where he w:i.~ ITJ\)rt' than just a pitching 
standout Niekm, in addition tn his ba<seball accnla<les. was an nll-0\IAC ba5ke!b.a.U player ut 
the Kirkw(oJ.based school. Niekn1 was a major player in tlie Bulldo¥s rnpturini; three straight 
□ass AA ba\Cball seciinnal and di>nict titles. the laq;est class in Ohio m that ume. 

He dosed uu1 hi3 prep c=er in >lellarfashion, tossing a no .. hltter against Martim Feny 
in the senional semifinals. lie was honored as an all-Eastern Ohio baseball sele-1:tion. 
Baseball had no OVAC All-Star team at that time. 

Fol!()wiog his succes$ful Bridgeport tenure. the Blaine re~ident matrkulatcd to West Liberty State C'o!kge 
where played both bnseball and bnsletbal! for the H1lltopper.1. N1ckm helped pitch !he Gold & Bl ark of legend• 
ary Coath George K1walick rn the !%4 NAlr\ national title, 

His cnllei;iate frtes helpe.! propel Nickrn Ill a 22 .. year Major League career. He pitched for seven muns dur• 
ing his career, with II sensons as a member of !he Hnusmn Astms. He W!Jll 21 games for the Aotms ln 1979 
arnl followed that with 20 more \·ictories in 1980. 

During the 1979 campaign, he made the National League Al!--Star team, leading the ~enior circuit in win~ am! 
shutouts (5). He won the Sp()rting News Pitcher of the Year Award and was runncr,up to Bruce Smter in the Cy 
Young voting. Niekm pitched in one World Seri~s, that coming ln 1987 wl!h the Minnesota Twim. Joe hit 1me 
major lrngue home run. that rnming off bmther Phil in 1976. 

Nickm dkd (kt. 26, 2006 afler iuffering a brain aneurysm. hut his legacy lives on through The foe Niekro 
Foundation created by hi.sonly daughter. Natalie. The foundation's pmceeds are donated to various hospitals in 
un effort to npand aneurysm treatment and re,eard. 

Mike Wright (Athlete 1970s) 
Mike Wrigltt (We!!,,•i!!e Bish Sduxil, Oas.s of 1976). Reganletl as one of 1he most \'eT• 

:lil!ile uthletes in a tradl!lon .. rich school, Wright etched hili name in the 110,-ers' frxJtball and 
ba5ketball recrm.I lxioks. 

Wright starred Ill quaneiback for 1hn:e years and alsil w:i.1 n ftmr-year .\tarter at point &,'Uanl 
for Coach Bobby Daws(m'§ hoop Juggernaut. 

The 6 ft. 3, 185-pnund dtial-threm quartrnlal·k guided the 11p-rimTigers to their best lhn:e· 
year run in sd1ml &,'rid histnrv, Cllll1pjling a sparl,;hng 24•6 card. hig!~ighted by a sd1ool•best 
9-1 kd&,>er in hi~ junmr year. \Vcllwl11e went !;.2 in Wrii;hf> sen~,r year, with !xlth blemishc~ 
by a sinsle point. Wri;;ht w:i.~ a two-time all•OVAC first-team honoree while als.:1 gamenng 
all•Dhn1,1 honors. lie was. one oftlie v:illefs most pmlifk gmldm,ru:cumn!ating 1.21H ynnls 
in total offense and 15 TDs. 

Wright was even mtll'e impre>sive 1m the hanlwtJud, 
A5 a mere fm~h, he played an integral role in theTif'CFS winning 18 of23 games. wxJd for OassAA sec·tional and 

district championship.~. As a sophomore Wrii;ht. combining LTnhmess with athktk,srn. sparkle.! in a 21--! seasi:m. 
which ,;aw tlieTigers g-ain the No. I mnk.ing in the UPI poll. Well mile followed that with an OVAC Cla~, AAcham-

pi(~~pse~t:~~~:~•i{~:~~:~1~ri;1r~ ~~~ fl::tnlt;;~4t~~lit1lr~,;~7 ~'.~~i:1;~~ UPI poll 
Wright !ed We!!wille w it!i first-ever state ttmmament berth. The opotless Tigers fell tn Da:,11m Roth in !he state 

tourne>' semifinals. The seas.on nlso saw the Columbiana Cmmtiam pnd,et mmther OVAC Clais AA cmwn. For his 
efforts, Wright was named Eastern Diltril't "Player ofTiie Year·• while garnering senmd-team all-Ohio honors fmm 
the A.~sc,ciated Pres~ and third-team a!J,state plaudits fmm UPI. The two-time all•OVAC pick wa~ ruuned captain of 

the \\1J;1~.;~ ~fl~:1wl'~~i~~~~rll~~~l?:t~·~ r!1
'tFruv~;: Wright lan<lc<l tile staning quarteWack 

job_his junior )"t:ar, passing for more than 1,1:«X) yard1. He followed that with mnre than 1,l!X) passing yards us a senior 
while earning clJ .. M1d Atnericnn Confereocc hunor:,. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete 1980s) 

Melissa llanmumd (Shaily~id~ High School, Oil!;> uf 1989). 'lbi~ former Ludy 
Tiger ".l':is a smndout in !hroc ~polls dunng her prep cun\.'r, but n was h:11kcthal! 11hcre 
~he :,Inned the bnghtc,t 

lfammoml was a four-year kttcrwinner for the Lady Tigers wtm wcm on10 a 
four,ye:ir career at West Lil'>i..'11y Stme Culkge, l'ldling her name imu hi~!()!)' n! bolh 
sc!Rio!,. 

Al Shru:ly~kk, HammonJ wai a pm!ific ohontcr cn niu1c t;, her s,·h,xil-rctonl 1.5H, 
point,. She drainc<l J l2 1hn"c•poin1 goals. Hcr 46 points, as aj1.rnior, during in a r:unc 
against Buckeye Norlh is also 1\lP, in s1:h1.x,1 hhlmy. 

During her junior season, llammoml became just 1be second female in Obi() Valky history to avcragc_at ka,;t 
JO pnintJ; a game at Jll.2. She ww; m1:,re th:m a srnrcr, howcwr, a> she avcrJgctl 9.1 rd,mmds, 6.2 il%1srn, _'\"_() 
steals and drilled 67 Uirce-pnim golli. 

As a S>.'llior, Hammond ai=gei.l '.!ll.1 poimi a gm~ and was named all-Ohio Division IV State Play(.T nf the 
Year lw l'PI. She alw awragcd 9.5 rebounds, 8.! m.sists, 6.5 steals, shot 48 pt·1rcnt frum !he floor, Bil 1 P<,71.'Cnt 
at !he line nnd 58 pm..-cn1 from th=-point range. 

Han1mond was named sccon<l-!J.'am all-Ohin hy lhc Aw1dated 1'11.:,s twice and wr1s ~dcmd 10 the Ohi1, 
Nunh-Snu!h All-S!.ill" name. She was captain nfUie alHlVAC team ti\ ice 

llan1mond alsodouhlcd as a snflh.\H player aml thmwcr for the track team 
She e/ITT!cd four lettcr:s in sol"!ball mid three more ln mu:k. She w;is un all-DVAC fm;1 team ~dcrii,m three time~ 

in sof1ball and once an all-Ohio.m. 
In m1ck, ohe was un al!-F.a.\tCT!l Dislfic! perfornJCT in tlie ,hm put am! dis.l.l'l. 
At W~st l.lhcn)-', Hmmnoml was a four-yearha\kclhall Mnncr. She scim,'il '.!.l.~O points from 1990--Y3, wl11d1 li 

s!il! 1hc Wcot Lihcrt>· nxon! .md thinl--hcst in V.'\lAC history. Hamnmnd, v.ho _al~o Mam,d in snf!hull at WI.SC, 
was the sc,;,,nd fomalc athlete 10 he inducted m the WcM Uber1y Spnm Hall ol rame. 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990s) 
Joam,a Bemubei (Weirton Madonna llii;h School, Class of JQ\13). This fomicr 

Lady Blue i.¾,n was one nf the most pmlific lllld unsdfah bn&kctball playm fmm ti~ 
OhinValh.')'. 

Bernabei hclfl<!tl m guit!c 1he Lady Blue Dom to three straight Mme tmimainem appcnr
nnc~ .md, during her senior i.eason uf !Y'J2, Madonna hmught hnmc the sch()(ll\ senmd 
state championship with a hrillinnt '.!4-'.! n.'t:ord. 

During lhai 1992 campnign, Ilcmahd uvcrngcJ 175 points, six reh<.ll.ll!<h, l,\'Vl.'n ussiw; 
and five stculs pcr gai~ while surpa,,sing 1he J.()'JO.point _mark. All told, Mic liniMJru her 
pn<p can,u wi!h 1,002 points aml TTJ(ITT' 1han 500 c:rrccr asmts. 

After her scnillf i,cason, Bernabei 11·us nanu:d captain nf !he West Virginia Class A AH
State team Wld captain oflhc OVAC Class A·Al\ West \olcyjnia lcJl!n 11hcn baskc1hall was a 
fall £port. She alsocompt,1eJ in bolh the OVAC and Nonh--Sou!h all•star gmm:s. All told, !kmllhci wus a tlm:,Himc 
aJJ.sta\Cr. She wus a i.ccr,n<l 1=1 choice as a sophonmre .md a first team sekction a~ a junior. 

\Vhik ha.1kctb.all was wlu:rc [krnabd made hl'T mark, she al,;o cxcdlru for Madonna in !rack und field as wdl 
as tennis. earning k11crs in each sp1m. ln !\l'}.1. Bemahei hmught two :;old ntedals home frlm1 the \Vcot ViJNiniJ 
slU\C track meet. She was a pilll uf lhe winning 4x2(KJ..mcter relay a'I well us 1hc winrung ~huule hunlk relay. She 
ran a kg on the state runner-up 4, HX).metcr relay team. During !he 1992 tennis scaum, Ucmahci wa~ a p:111 or nn 
O\'AC-winning douhles tcain in tennis 

Bernabei rnmplcted her del,'OX in !997 fmm w~~t Uht.'rtj' State College. During hc'J _career with the La<ly 
Hillmppcn;, she scorctl 1.317 point\ :ind finish!.-.:! wl!h 1,1()7 assists, which is !he NCAA llM>ion l! m:ord. During 
her senior seamn. Bemahci was mirned WVIAC Pb;cr nf !he Y= and Division II All-Arru:rican al\cr hclpmg 1r1 
lead WLSC to a NCAA 'foUffi/Unenl appearance. She was named first team al1-(:onfrn:nci;' in ti~ \VVJAC all four 
)-'Cars am! was inducted to the Wcs1 Ubeny A1hk1ic Hall of Fam~ in 2002. 

lkrnahci entered the co;&:hing ranks at Wes! Vll'£inia \\hl~·m. She wa'l lhcre frlf_a year am! h_.:., ah_o ,:·orkcl al 
Easti:m Kentucky, West V1rgtnia .md !he Vni\'rrsit)-' ofMa!)·lmid where she won a nai"mal champ10m.b1p nng as nn 
assis!ll!Jt co.ich and recruiting '"'m.linatnr. 
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Richard 'Dick' Thurnes (OVAC 'Contributor) 
Richard "Dick" Tliurnt1 1Bcnwood Uni()n High Schoo!, Class nf !946). During 

a 17-vcar cawer as a head football coach m lhrc>c l!il'ferent spots. Thumcs won an 
impnissive 75 percent nf his games (I 12-3(,.. 7). Even more imprc,sivc, however, was 
the foe! 1ha1 five Tiiurncs-c11achcd ream~ posted undckatcd n.x:urds. 

ilis first Slop was Canicnm High Schon!, where he rnmpikd a three-year mark 
of 18-(;,l, highlightct! hy an unbeaten (7-0-!l ieam in !956 which was ranked Nt,. 2 
among Wc.11 Virginia small school team:;. 

Thumcs then m1ived on 10 Warren Consu!i(bted lligh School, scr1:ing us hrad coach 
for 12 years (1958-69) and posting a 78-'.!6-6 mark. tits teams put togct1!"r un_hcatcn 
seasons in !961, '62. '64 .md '67, lhc fim thn,c of lhuse 1cams won OVAC Clas:; A 
championships 11-ltile al! four were faswm Ohio A1hk1ic l.cague kingpin.I 

After stepping usidc for a rnuple of years. be rcmrn~d rn coach the newly•rnnso\tdutcd Buckeye South 

Hift ~i,~rs~~:u•52: \}9
~,:~:;.,Pll~~ ~th~:~~~~!iki 1~tc\'~~emxr in l9M; The Time,, l.cad,'J in 

1%7; and the r=cm OhioA1hk1i, l.cague in 1%1, '6~, '65 Wld '67; and !he AP Ea,wrn l)i,,uict in 1\!M and '67 
Th= ,vas also Ilic recipient o/' 1hc IleL~mm llil!s Country Club·~ 27th Anntml Ad1fovcmcm Fnolha!! 

c,,achcs Awanl in l 96.5 and !he Uppcr Ohio Valley Dnpper nan Club ·s Oumanding Achievement Award in I %7 
Ile ll'ilS induc!cd lmo 1hc Ohio Valley roo1hal! Coache~ Association Hall o! l'umc in !985 
'Thurncs was also a \img--time us,istan_t basla:tha!l rnach to kl!m-v (WAC Hall ol Farner Hem:, l,~ns1 and 

he also rnachcd haschall, 1rack and £OH at vmmus time, during hi, ,·.irecr. 
In high ~,hool. lhumcs was a lhn:e-)·car lcacnrum in r,m!ha!l as a ccnwr--lim::ha~lc-r. gaining l!linl t~am 

all-West Virginia rcrni;nition and fim tcaru aH-OVAC tumor$ 
lk went on 10 pby at West Liberty State Cnllq:t in it-..: "Gn!dcn f:.ra·• of Cn;i,;h Jo,, Jlamll. ~:m,ing al 

center on two undd'eated terum and pbying in the l'ythim1 !fowl aml !M Smok) Mour.!ain lkmL holh 
llilltoppcr \"icWric1. 

Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 1980s) 
Jeff Sweit::er (Brooke !ligh School, Chi, of 1987). This former Bruin was once 

dc;cribcd by his high school coach, Paul "Bud" lliiliard. us the hes! player he ever 
coached 

!k's dclinlldy one uf the nm$1 decorated llruins lo come fmm the storied pmgram 
1,hen it was the Ohio Valk1· kingpin 

Sll'd!1cr hdpcd kad the.Bruins lo hack-lo-hack ap~carnnccs in the West Virginia 
state dmmpi1m~hip _game as a quarterback durin£; his JUnior ani.l Si;'n]or ~cw,ons. He 
was u four-year mamstay for the progr~m, spcni.ling time as .i rnnning hack, dcfen
~i1e back und kkk rc!unwr hefore ~hlfung to quurtcrlmck. 

A5 a senior, when the 11mins linh.hed i 1-1 as the state runnc•r-up, SwTil.lcr sci an 
Ohio Va!lcy record for rntal yardage wilh ~,399, lie alw Ul.'WUntcd for 36 tooch
do\.\11s. Of his vardarrc lntal, he had 1,~{)~ pa,sin$; 674 rushing and ~22 on kkk rctun:s. 

After that selnor ,Casrn1, SwdLrcr, whn a!so ;hrnei.l in hascha!l for the Bruin,, rcpea!:i:I on lhc first team 
alhtatc ;quad am.! was named the cnptain of the offensive unit lie was uho runner-up for the Kennedy 
Award that season. lit ;;us twice named all-OVAL am! a!l-Vallcy and WM the Gmontdi State !'layer of the 
Year. He wu1 also fotci.1 in the USA Toduy as Wc.1l Virginia Player of !he Year and an honornhk mention 
to the paper's A!I-Amcrican Team. 

Swdtt.cr then accc•ptcd 3 ~cholan,bip to the lioil'ersity uf Akrnn. As was the case :it Drook.c, Sweiti.cr 
bt·gun as a kick rc!umcr ani.1 running hack bdnre hernming the qumtcrback for his fi~al two ~casons 

In two years. Swdtur pa~scJ for 2,7-N which is lOlh on Akrnn'"s career !isting. lk passed for 1,599 
yards a, a junior. 

Kyle Rose (Athlete 1990s) 
Kyle Rost (RlvL'f High S,·hool, Class of J•;<JO)_ This 1hrec-spmt Pilot a!hlcte was a standout 

on llOO (i!T 1hc fald dunng hi.1 i<,ur year,; in i !annihal. earning four lcucr; in baseball 10 go al(mg 
with tlm.'C kt:en; each ln I\Tl.:S!lmg :llld football. 

Basdl;ll! wJs where RtN' rnatk his pn:sencc fell for lht: Pilots. Ile wa~ a four-yc:u- mainstay 
m catcht'T and in 1ht: hcan uf !he Pilots' hatting order. He baned .%6 m; a fn::slmmn, .473 as 
a ~uplummre. 5(:0 a\ :i junior and ..536 a, a senior en muw m two OVAC i'la)-'cr uf the Year 
;iwill\ls.As u i.ophmnore. Ro,,.• h:J.d rm on-hasc rcrcentagc of .695 :llld he wa, 40,of--42 M!'aling 
ba><."S. TI1n1 m~rl: fa sull an Ohin Va!IL'Y sund:ml. AH mld, he hit 13 hon~ runs and dmve 76 
runs, hm missed l I r,arm."S as u r.cniDr aflcr a bout with immo 

AfH.'T his scnlm campaig~, he was named fir.it-learn atHlhin. alJ.l:U,tem District, all-0\/AC 
:lilt! al!--Valky. lie pkl}·c,J in IK1lh lhc Ohio and OVAC all-star games. 

!n f1xllbail. R<he plnycd tailh:!ck for the Pi!tm :ind racla:d up all ions of yardage and a host nflmnors. As a senior, Ire 
ww; llrs1 team a!H:UStern Di~mc1, .tlH.lVAC and al1-Valky afa'frushing for 800 yards and sw:mg eight muchdffi\11s. 
for his rnrecr, Rm,c ama:,r,cd 1532 yrmL, and 14 toucMuwns in three srasnns. He was also a ,kkru;11'e st:llli.krut v.ith 
183 1mal tuckk:., si.\ o.u:ks, four intcrt-cp1ilms Wld sewn fumble recoveries. 

lfo wrestling rnn.'t:r tlidn ·1 lx:gin um!l he wa~ a sophomore, hut he picked ii up ~uiclJy. As a s,,ph, Ire finishcll 15-12, 
but miru:t! it lm us a jumor ;Jnd went 27-8. He was founh m 1hc {JVAC Wrestling ·J,JUrmuncnt an,I wJ,'ll!lml 10 lhc Ohio 
ffouict Trrumamcnt. llc fully arrived in his grappling crm'Cr :ti a seniur. l\>,;!lllg a 36-3 m·tm:i. Rose advanced m the 
{JVAC finals hcfore falling. He then won the sectirmaJ Wld district lltks at 152 pounds to qtmlif)' 10 !he state tm1mament 
\\-here he ru:lrnnccd ID the finals and r,cttkd for lhc ~ilvcr medal. !le finiilicd with a 78-23 n'Crnd 

While h,wing plenty of np1inn.1 ahou1 crmtinuing his ruhk!ic c=r at !he collq;imc lcwl, Rn.sc accepted a seholar
ship 10 McrtTr Co!kgc in Georgia lo play ha1,cli>1ll. l'laJJng in el"cry gnmc as a Jrc;hman, K}l~.bruti:d .294 :llld was 
chosen as confcrcrn:c fn::Wminn nf !he year. lluwcwr, hi1 om-cr .md ltfo nndemcm a crud I wist on Dec. !2, ! 991 
when he wa, inrn!~cd in a car ai:ddcm. Rose oum11:<l, hut is C\mfined ln a whco.'khnir as a par.,pkgic. After op,:ntling 
siI trnimhs in and om of stll1'c'rics it!ld therapies. Rose went hack HJ schtKJl ru Ohio Univcr:slt; F..astcm for 1wo ycms 
and lhcn, in !99~, cnm!k<I Ul \\-bt Jjberty State College where he later c/ITT!etl his dt:grce in ,~mdary educru.ion in 
mathematics. In !998, Rose wRs hired at his prep alma mater as a math t=her. nc·s aim sin·x earned his mas!(.'J·~ 
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Charles E. Petty (OVAC 'Family') 
Char/ts E. Petty (Pomeroy High Schrn11). Thi;'Cotire Ohio VaHcy A!hletic Confcft'ncc 

owco a dd>1 of grn!itu(k lo l'cuy and 1hc_ other eight "Founding Fathers.". 
Lillk tlii.l thn! small i;mup know back m 1943 when they bmui;ht together 20 schoi:1ls 

from bmh :;ides of the OhiD Ri1cr that lhC}' wnuld establish what W()u]d become (as of 
:ml!) a ~0-school bi-stale confcrcncQ, rcg,mkd hy mo~t as lhc Jurgcsl functirmal high 
schonl conference ln 1h!: m11ion. 

The original (WAC mcmhcr sdmols indudcd Bdlairc. follambcc. I.irr~ly. Mart_ins 
Fnry. Moundsville, _l'o\.\ha!an, Shadyside, S1. lilhn Ccmral, Sicubemilk, St,'Ubcnv1!1c 
Ca!hnlic Central, T,ltun,v1llc. Tnadclphm, Union, Warwood, W~ir, Wdlsburg, West 
l.ibcnv, Wlwcling, Wheeling Ccmrnl Catholic and Yorkville. 

l'ctiv was a kcv CO" in 1hc {WAC in ils curly years, ~n-ing a~ the first official 
cxcrn1lvc ~ci:mafY ror"l 3 year, fnim I 9+1-56. hmgcr than anyone has hecn in tlral p1i,ilion i;'~Ccpt for Sam 

M~;;t;7 ;:~~:~r::~:- prc•OVAC boys' track pm gram m Triadelphia High School, w'nning 1he !941 Wc,11 
Virrinia one-class chmnpion,hip after finishing us runncr--up four limes uni.I placmg thirJ 111-kc. 

,\flcr coaching and lca,-hin~ mu!hcmatic:, at 1 riatldphia Higb, he m,"Cd hrkn;:r as pllncipal nl Woodsda!e 
Junit)r Jli);h. lie tbcn1niocd Lmsly Military lnslitutc in 1\1424 .. 1, serving as athk!lc dirn:tor and wa~ !he head 
haskctb:111 roach fmm !944-51, Hts second 1cam (1944-45) won the OVAC Clas.1 AA !hle wi!h a 16-5 reconl. 
Ile uho rrnichcd trJck and a>ahtcd in football al J,imly. 

He :,en,,(! a~ \ke1 Din·,:tm for ""--"''Cml years a! one of the Ohio Valky's premier high school track meet~ at 
TriaJdphia -- The lntdlir.cnccr Relays - which had a three dL"Cade run hcfore ending m 1he 195():;. 

Pc11y 1hc·n mol'nl to Si'". 1'c1cr1hurg, Florida in the summer of l\156 and rnug,h1 in;uni,,r high until he passed 
uway al u;;c 57 in !<J6'.1 

Born in 19()6 in Ripky. W, Va .. he gradualc~ frr'.n! Pm:1-cmy_ (0.hin) lligh Sch.no!: a11cndcd _the Uniwrsity 
uf !foritb for !\VO ~~:m and grullull!Cd fmm 1hr t,m,-crslly o! llhm>t~- He received a musters d,·grDe from 
lhc l'nh~rsity or Piit~burgh 

John Kirker (Media) 
John D. Kirker (\\'dbhurg Hish SchooL Class of 1934). Burn in follambci;' is !913, 

Kirkcr"s first tas!C nf the new.1pnper busine;s came n! lhe uld Wdl\hurg Daily Herald 
ns a high school Mmkm. lk wrote sport.I and was l'YCntually 1he manu2ing editor of !he 
pnpcr \\hen he le[! for 1hc Anny Air Coif's m 1941. 

l'pun hi~ dbd,~rgc fmm the ,crvice in 1946, he began a 2\1-i•car run (l\146-74) as 
spon, cdiwr nfThe Hcrnld•Stur nc'\\·spnptcr in S1cuht:nnHc un1il mol'ing into the news 
u,,panmcnt as a dimict cdi1or for tho remainder of his carc_cr. !-k was the longc>!· 
~crl'ing sports ei.liwr in 1hc ncw;.papcr's h1slory, cnwring ull high school spons u, well 
as lrn:al wlkgc sp1"1s and sun:tr\lCr eycnts. . . . . . 

He w::rn inducted lnrn lhe l,mwrrny nf S!cubennlle Sports Hall of l·ame m !981; 
1he Ohio Prep Sports Writer, Hall of Fame in 1988; nnd the Upper Ohio Valle}' Dapper 
Dan !fall (J/Tamc in 1989. 

Kirker was u mcmhcr of ;cwrnl high school all•Etar ~ckctiun cnmmil!cc~- intluding !hose chonsing !he 
All-Eastern Distrin and AlJ.-Ohio learns. 

He also scn·cd :is an cimcce at numnous lo,;a] sp11rt~ functions and was a ring announcer al lorn! hnxing 
events. 

1'"11r Kid.er. hurnc,, racing wm, a pcrsnnal passion. lie ownc1I und !rained 17 hnr~s fnr 11w.ny yc,trn, rt·gu
lnrly nncnding 1hc l.itik llrnwn fog e,·cnl in Ddaware. Obin, and (.'(lntributing numc1<>us anidc3 ll.1 1·arious 
ti.,.,,n, ra,mg pu!-,lit-~ri,m,. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
C.R. (Dick) Dei (Coaches) 

C.R. (Did) Dei {Wheeling Centr.il High School, Clu.\s nf 1959). He was the 
an:hitw of1hc OVAC"s mos( dominant hoyf track pn,grnma1 Whcding !'ark lligh 

During lhe schourH fir,t 13 ye= (!977-89). the I'atrim~ wim eight OVAC Class 
4,A champinnshipsnml finishcl! second lhnx times; won nine West Virginia Rcglon 
ti!ks aml capturo.l lhree West Virzinia Qai;s AAA ~late d1.impiomhip,, while finhh
ing ag 1hc runner-up twice. 

Under the £Uidancc of Dd, \\ho rnachctl 22 AU-America track honorees during 
his cam:r, !'ark !ost nnly twu dual m~>ct! in I} ~asons. 

He wa:; n:mmd \\bi Virginia Track Coach of the Yfar on twn occasioni and the 
Ohio Vlllk;· Trar:k Cm1,·h nf the Year t,y The Jmdligcnccr twice. 

The coach estahlia_hcd one nf !he area's top invitmional mc~>ts - the Pepsi !'Mk Clas:;ic which Wa!I later 
ti:name<l !he DJCk !kt Trm:k C'Jasslc. lk designed V..11,:ding l'ark·s all•wcathcr track facility anti is mpun~ih!c 
fnr implcmc-ntini: 1he !irs1 plmtll·Ckctric timing system at a Wc,1 VirJinia high s-·hool. with Park's syswm 
uriginally um.! m !he ',Ve!;\ Virginia State meet in Charks!(m. lie ~crvc(l m chairm.111 uf 1hc OVAC Tr.1Ck 
Commiucc und the (JVAC Trnck Championships; \\bl Virginia Region ML~! din.'\.'!or; a memhcr of th~ V.bt 
Virginia State Track ML~! Cummillix; und ½Us a pre~cmcr m 1hc WVU Track and fidd Clinic. 

Uci n:ccl\'CJ !he R.A. Thom Award in 1990 for W~1 Virginia track St..n·iL~ and Cunuihuti(ms; anti wa., named 
the OVAC Cal Giffin Tr.ick Official of !he Yc.1rln 199.'t He was aho htmoml h)' the Upper Ohin Valli.')· Dapp..-r llM 
Oub arnl the W,Va. Spnru Wn1cis As1u:iat"m 

Dci wa.i inducted mm tht: V.flcdmg P.irk Athletic Hall of f'umc in 1'198 and the West Jjbcny State Cul!cge 
!lull ufbune in Jt:Xl5. 

J)ci pfoye,.J foothill ill V..flcding Central unJ \.\hl Uhcny and Clllllcd a mas1cr's d,·gree from V.b! Virginia 
Uni1i:rsity. He ~g:m a 39•ycar tcachlnglrnaching c:m.-cr in 1%5 /rt lkllairc High, serving Wl head 1r.ick coach 
und as.si~!unt in f\~Jtb.tll. He also coached as a foolb.i.11 assisrnm u1 Manim l'crry; heac! fo,1thill cnach at Adena; 
umt hca<l fmtb.tll anti tr.1Ck coach al \Vheding tligh. lk alw i;crn'll :i., <kfon.1lvc coonlinntur at Bcilinny College 
in !980, helping the Bison man NC'A.'\ Dil'i>ion lll playoff hcrtlt He p:i.'c'<c<l away in 2{Xl7 m the uge uf66 

Plennie Clutter (Officials) 
Ple,mit Cfouer (Wheeling Hifh School, Class of !',43). He ranks aniong the hc~l 

oflicials of all•timc in lhc Ohm Va!ley, spendmg 30 ycurs as a fo1>1b1! referee antl 25 
ye= as a haskcthull nffidaL 

Clullcr's olfainting cn11.-er Jx-gan at 1he urging of the lute A. Wibun Murray, a 
chancr member uf the ()VAC Hall uf Fame ln lhc ofllciab' categ11ry, am! he worked 
his way up frmnjuninr \'an;i!y games 10 the lop of the nfiiciating wurltl in hulh spono, 

He earned assignmerns m work four \\-bt Virginia srnte hii;h school fo<Jthill 
chanipiomhip game~ an<l thrL'C state hu~kcl!ml! wumamcnls. 

Clutter nffidate,l numcwus sectional an,J n:gionu! tnumanicat gamn in \.\bt 
Virginia and WllrkcJ scvernl (JVAC All-Star Fomhull Games. He was also ~dcctet! as 
the rdrn .. ,e in the Jl/8J Uhin N1mh-Suuth AH-Star Game. 

He is an Jfoonrnry Life Memhcr uf bolh Ille Ohio Valky lla.1kt:1ball O!faiah anti Ohi() Valley Football 
Ollkials organlllltions. He was the recipient of the Rohcrt Dawstm O!Iicia!a Award at the OVAC lla'lkcthall 
Clas,k ln 100.i. 

Clutter alm worlcd fontba!l and ba~kctbal! games in the West Viri;inia !mcrwlkgialc Athkik 
Ctmfcrcm:c. 

As an otbktc, Clultcr wa~ un all-Wcsl Virginia ~c1c,·1ion ia foo1tml! and haskctha!l al \\1iecling High. A, 
a senior, he wai; nanied the all-state rnpiain and led 1he Wilt!(."a!s to the state hasi:.cthall ~hampiunship under 
coach V. El'creu Brinkman. 

He was nffcn:t! a f,~itha!I schn!ar,hip f() the Uni\·crsity 11f Alabama, he en1cn:d 1he Navy during World 
War II. He played one year with the l'hila<lclphia Naval Ba.w tcarn, anti then after fulfilling his military 
nbligalinn. he played pwfc~>ilmal hw;kethall in Eni;:lan,L 'When he returned Imme. he was bclccic<l ro play 
in the 1946 UVAC A!J,Star Football Game. 

Bob Jeter (Athlete. 1950s) 
D11b Jeter (Weir High Schm1!, Class of 19.56). Po~sibly the mo:;t prominent 

name tn bridge the trnmition from segn:gal~J schnn!s intn integrnted educn
tion in the Ohio Valley. He was a multi•-spon standout ut ~cgrcgated Dunb:u
High Schoo! in Weirton through his _iunim sca~oa of 1955. With intcgrntina 
in WcM Virginia. he finished 11t Weir High School uad hccnmc the first h!uck 
athlete to be rccogni1.ed on the All-Stale football selections by the W. Va. 
Spuns Writers Association. A two.way back, he wus a third team chnkc. 

In his one season m Weir High, he helped the Rl!d RiW.n tu fill 8-l•l 1U.1:ml ami 
the OVAC Class AA Litle. 

Recruitcd hy the University of Iowa. lie hecame a lhrce-scasoa lwn-way 
regular. As a senior, !he AH-Dig Ten honoree set a Rose Bowl rushing rcconl Jn 1959 which !listed 
two decades before hrnken by USC's Marcus Allen. Jeter ru,hcd for 191 yards nn only nine cnrries 
and ~cored on a record 81-yurd TD nm in a 39-14 win over California. 

After heing sclcctc<l to play in lhll East-West Shrine Game, he wa.~ Ilic No. 2 dmft dmice of the 
Green Buy l'ackcrn in 1960 hut opted lo play ln the Canadian football League with lhe Vancouver 
B.C. Lions und the Hamilmn Tiger Cats for two sc.asons. He then joined !he Packers us a defensive 
back-wide receiver anti played in three straight NH_ winning championship games an<l started lhe 
fin;t two Super Howl games for the winning P.ickm in !%6 and 1967. An A!l-i'ro twice and a Pm 
Orm] sckcl!On, he played eight NFL seasons and finished hls career by pfaying three ~ea.,ons wilh 
the Chicago Bear~. 

A member of the W, Va. Sports Hal! of Fame aad Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Ha!\ nfFnmc. 
he was lhe 1970 Dapper Dan Man nf the Year. ktcr tiled in 2008, 

Rick Boron (Athlete. 1960s) 
Richan/ I~ Boron {SI. John Ccn1rJ! High Schou!, Cla,s nf ll/65). lfo was a lhrcc

spon performer for !he Fighting Irish, hul it was un the gridimn where he i;illncd 
national recognition 

Boron hlusomm·d under 1hc tmcluge ofCoa.·h Dan M,Grcw into a 11111-way ~tar as 
a 1,eninr. The mulli•talcntc(! gtidder scored 126 points as a scnim while ru:;hing for 
698 yar<ls on jus1 91 carries. He also hauled in 28 pasw~ for~"~ ndtli!innal ,tripes 

While Bornn was an oITcnsh·c drnamu, he wasju~1 as highly•rcgarded for his pmw
c,s at dcfrns!\e hack. As a i;eni()r. he mwn:1:ptcd thn:c eacm;· pas:;cs and also returned 
a punt 88 yur<ls for a "ID. M('{irew, a fom1er Punlul! and pruf~1.1iunal grii.kkr, "ailed 
Burnn ~the he~l dcfonsi\'e ha('k I cwr ouw:• 

hlr his ~cnim csploi1s, Bornn was namctl ro 1hc pre.11igiom Pam,/t• Mag11~/11e 
AH-America High Schon! Frn11hall Team. He was a!m a first 1cam all-OVAC. all• 
Easlcm Ohio am! AP all•Dhio hnnorcc.llomn alw knerc<l four ye= ln baseball m SJC and m·n J.Casons 
in haski:1hnll 

He rumc<l down an offer to play al Notre Dame and im.tcut! a,wptcd a ocholanhip fri1m Cnach Ho 
Schcmhcrhlcr 10 play a1 Mimni nfOhio.11 was a dcchion llomn ncverrci;:rmed. He was a thrl~-ycar regular 
for 1hc Rcdikini as a t!dcml1·c hack. He Wall m:wrdctl second 1cam cll-Mid•Amcrican Conference hon1Jr> 
as a junior and fits1 tcarn plaudit:; ~s a senior. lk kft the Oxl"ord•hascd campus with several gri<l rernrds. 
indm!ing lll()M intcrccplinns in a ocustm (7) Mil freshman rernnl for interceptions (5). Homa fiaishcd hh 

M\~~~)~atl~:i~~l;~;~s~:~J//~c the~%~n~~~,lii~~~~~~}~!\1:11. He £med n., hca<l rna.·h ut Wadswnrth 
High for llvc !,Cawns, compiling a 39-9 mark. Dunn£ that tenure, he received a ho.! of ct1ach of the year 
uwanls, including !he Ckvcland Pia.in lliakr un<l the Aknm Dea nm Joumal. Bonm Jen Wutlsworth tr, serve 
as an asslsrnn1 at Miami before heading imo private huoine1s. 

Larry Shaw (Coaches) 
Larry Sh4w {Shady Spring lligh SchrnJI, Cla.\~ uf !9731. Mcntitm 1nc,1llng in the 

Ohio Valfoy Athletic Conkrcnce or anywhere in the state of Wes1 \"irginia and no 
douht Shaw·s mmic rnmc3 to mind in a hurry. After all, Shaw wa~ a lixturc in the mat 
sport rnr 31 }ears. 

He led the Bear; on an incredible run nf 11 c,m~eculivc West Virginia Cl:i.w AA-. .\ 
state champmmllups from !\197-2lXl9, a fom unmatc!JCJ hy any (WAC m W~st Virginia 

~~:f~~:: ~~ht21!~AX~c~;!~:p~~ri~~ :(19t ~~:A r,mks, Shaw-fo<l teams 
In OVAC Toornament llC!ioa, Shaw's trams wtm nine da'ls titks, ind<.i<ling eight in a 

ruw from 2!Kl!-2(XJ8 in Cla.,;3 3-A. lhc Bran w,m the !!\IT.Ill title ll11: limes (1991. 2(ll2, 
2!.XJ.t, 2!Xl5 und 20()7). During his ll..'Ilure, Shaw\ teams ,wm 13 ()VAC iJual meet !itks /Clas., 4-A ll1 1'18~. '9ll and 
'98 arul(lass 3-A in 1999. 2/o:J, 'OJ. ·m. '(J.t, '05. '06. '07, '08 und '09) anJ ~ finiilictl wltha,arU!fdual meet 
nx:nnl nf 33[).%4. He cnachcd 51 stme dmmpirm wn::sllrn und !Jl(Jfl: thllll !60 rnhcrs 11lx> ='ti all-state htwin 

Shaw was n:nru.'tl th!.• OVAC all-sport CuaL'h of the Year !wkc - in 2m;ant1211)7 - and the OVACWreitling 
Cnach of the Year on 13 01.·casions. He was 1ht: Wc.t \lrgini:i l1a,s AA-A Wrc.11lin; Coach nf tl1e )b1r ~i.t 
times antl is the !m!y wrestling coach tu he ~ckc1u! 1hc Wc:;t Vuginia al!-spon Coach oftl1c Year t,y the W. Va, 
Sp:1ns Writers Association (WOO). He was named !he 2{XJH Natinnal Wn:s1!ing Cnach uflheYc.u- hy Wrestling 
l!SA Magaiinc and was a llnalis! for !he awar,l ln 2lXJ.t 

Shaw. a [977 gradtlate or Cnncunl C,~kge whu earned his master', ikgnx: fmm Man.lia!l l1ni1=i!}', is a p:1.,t 
pn:sldcm ol tile W. Va. WreMling Coacht.:s Assoamion; a p&t vicc-presid."lll of the West Virginin Omplcr of lhc 
National Wrc!>tling Hall of hm1e; anJ a former 11ll.wht-r of !he \1/VSSAC unJ OVAC Wrestling Ctm1mittec~. He 
=istcd in producing an instructional ,,idco fnr wn;$tling officials for the NFHS Otnciming Wrcstllng (ln-Unc 

~~\'t:.~=.,ra: ~ i~iWi1/w:~:f:~;:;u: ~~;h ~=r}~W!;~~PJw1~!~t~(i2fj~ i!: 
Holtz Upper Ohio Va!lcy Hall nfl'amc in Jlll9; the National Wn:st!ing Hall ,if fame in 20!0 und c:irlil>r !his year 
into !he Nruionul High Sd1ml Sporn Ha!J o!Tumc hy the Nmional h."llcra!i<m nf State High Schml A;snd.Uinn~. 

Edgar Martin (Alhlele. 1940s) 
Edgar Martin (Warwood High SL·hnn!. Class of !945). A mul!i-sixm high s1:hrn1! 

and cnlkge standout dcspltc his sin llf 5-foot4 an<l weighing between B0-145 
puumls. he kll hls mark on the (JVAC anti Ohio Valley sport.~. 

A lhrre,.timc A\1-0VAC hnnnnx in haakctball (1944 und 1945) an<l f1Rithall 
(!944). he helpt.'1.1 the Vikings win the llrsl OVAC Class A title anti fa'l:•schnol City 
of Wltt:cling LTOW!l wilh n 9-l l\.'CHnl in ll/44. In haskctha!l, he was lhc leader uf 
two OVAC title \Cams which Wc'llt 14--6 and 22-). TI!C 19-t.'i City '°fWhcding title 
team alsu wnn the W. Va. . .crtina an<l regina i;:mwns und advano..'d tn the nne~las~ 
stmc tournaTTll.'Jll before bowing ln Bc,.:kk-y Woodrow Wilson. As a ~cnior on n 9-1 
ru:mtl football team, he n:tllITIL'li n kicknff 8.'i yanh to score in !he wum·~ on!:,' It\% 
lo I'nllllll>bcc. 21-13. He was a lhir<l team a!!·statc one..:lass ~ekction.ln hru.ketbal!, he CUl"IICd sci:uml 
team one-class all-s!illc as a senior anJ sc1Jrcd 42 points•·- a rare total at the time - inn UX),68 win over 
follansbcc_ 

Al Bethany_ College. he was II thn:c•SIJ(m starnlout /fmtball. baskc!ba!I, hu.,chall) uni.I was a t\.\1:,.timc 
AU-We;\ Vrrgnua Confcren,e b:l'>kctball touruamcnl honoree. A~ a senior, he nwrngcd 22.5 point~ a game. 

After coaching in high scho11l U!Jdfcn.oa linioa am! !jm]y, he coached alma m:iter lle!hany Colkge for 
11 ye.in; fmm 1956-66, including a 17-1 R'C!ml l'resitlcms' Athktic· ConfCl1'11\.'C title ~am in l%2 ll!ld an 
unheaten 18-fl l'AC chumpion~hip dub in 1%4. 

lie llnishct! his career at V.bt Liberty Stnte as athletic t!im:tor frnm !{ffl-88 and also coached ba~kctball 
frnm 1%9-74. Hewn.\ one of !he original organizer~ of the current lie~\ nf the East summer hau,ball 
toumamt.'llt namc<l in hl.1 honor. Martin dic<l in 1989. 

Jim McCormick (Athlete. 1950s) 
Jim McCunnick /Magnolia High Schrni!, Cfoss of 1958). Argual1ly the No. I !lluc 

Eagle baskclh:ill prniluet, he set nr tied .55 schnn! rccnnl~ while playing nnly two 
ran.ity sc•.asons. 

As a senior. he earned All-OVAC Class A hnanrn and All-W. Va, mention v,hcn he 
scmcd 6D points for a 29.2 per game arcr~ge, both ~chnol records which lasted 45 
ycars. lk alsn scnred 51 points in a game whkh has been lied, hut nm hmkcn after 
fiw dc(:adcs. He averaged 22. l pninL~ for h[:; career_ He a!so played ha.schall for the 
Blue Eagles. 

After high school, the 6•font-3 guard preppt"d for a year mold Greenbrier Military 
in Lcwi>hufjl, W.Va .. where he started on an unbeaten post-graduate tcilIIl ,ompusctl 
of several Jagh school all-Mars. 

lie cnrnlkd at Wc.11 Virginia Unin:rsily ag an invited walk-nn and was the secund-kading snircr behind 
future AU-American Roil Thom oa wvu·s second-ever unbeaten freshman team. 

In the !hinl game nfhis sophomore scn~na. he became a varsity starter for the re$! nf his career and, with 
Thnrn, formed a tllp hackcnun which kd WVU 10 thn:c Snuthern Conference titles and a pair of NCAA 
Tnurnamenl hcnhs. He avcrngcd double figures a!! three years anti M:oretl 1,156 career points which, at 
the lime. was fiflh all-time in WVU history !ichlnd !'our All-Americans - Jerry West, Rod Hundley, Mark 
Workman and Thom. McConnick and 11mm were fcnlllrc.! on the cowr of the 1962 \\'VU Ba,kctball 
Media Guitle. 

After twkc earning A!l-Snutbcrn Conference second learn and honorahk mention All•Amcrka, he 
became Magnoliu's only NBA draftee in the sixth mun<.! by lhc Cindnnati Rnya!s, but u font injury halted 
his pro career. 

McCormick is a member or lhc WVU Spom Hall of Fume and was ~dected on the sh··playcr 19.56-65 
All-lime WVU T~am. 

Randy Donahue (Athlete. 1960s) 
Randy Donahue (Wam.'11 Consolidatcd High School, Oass nf ['16.5), The area thm makes 

up the llm:h'}'C l.oca! School Distric! has had countkss ~!cllar fmthal! plnycm in its annals. 
!·cw. if an;·, enjoyL>II lhe ijUCceis !hat Dllnahue Jill, hllwevcr. 

·me 6 ft. !, 21~·poumk.-r is rci;:ankd as one oflhc hc,t lineman ia Ohio Valley history. and 
that lofty tlcsignatitm is well wppnnc,l. Donahne was the llr.;! {NAC player to he acct,n!cd 
!lm tcilffi Amull' M111;,1iine A!l-Amclirn honnrs (1964). la !he 1961h, Obin was ilivi<led 
into jusl t1t11 cla.%~S in !ix1lhall, bu! he still managed !ht: respect and admiratioa uf coaches 
throughout tht: s1me a.~ he was rnted a lhrec•!imc lln,Hcarn A!' alH)hin Clas$ A sclc,tion 
(dckasivc ladJe as u sophomore an<l junior an<l nffensi\'e 1acklc as a M.'tlior) 

1bc line great was u four-yc.u- starter for Coach Dick "Jhumcs' llluc Ramblcts. ThllllJcs, 
also a WI l OVAC Ha!l of rrunc inductre. put tngctlicr M anw.ing string of success in lhc 
early ·ws anti Donahue was a major cog in tha1 machine. Donahue tasted t!cka1 just onre 
in fnur years n.'i 1hc Rrunblcm went 9-ll.l, 9-0. 7• !, I and l/-0 in !hat span. ·nm,c 11f!l1nil! gli(!juggcmauts captuml 
OVAC Class A rhnmpion;lups. 

Donahue, who also nccllet! on 1hc ha:ocball di:nmmd, spcarhcmb! a Warren Con.\olit!~ic,.l ddensc 1,1hich 
n;corW.>tl SCl'Cn ohutouts in his !>l'ninr can1puign. He rewnkd 64 tackks and 28 asiiils that se;c;on. lfa (lcfcnsivc 
srnts as a ;oplmmore arc striking. In jw.t nine tinnies, the 1wo•way tcmlr reghterc,J 112 la-kk~ und 52 as~im. 

Afl~ such a stellar prep Carl.'l'f and with idea! si11,,. ir i, nt, "un,kr Donahue was showcrc<l wilh wllq.;e rnmhall 
scho!ar,lilp nffers. He eventually signed a grant.in-aid with Wcsl Virginia Unii,ersily. Fa~ dealt him a cruel blow, 
!u1we.-cr, as in lhe summer before he k!i for Mm1~amnwn, Donahue lost !he ~isioa in one of his eyes in a freak 
W<xxJ.cuuing accit!cnt. Much to hfa credit, he Mill aucmptc(! ttJ play for the Mmmtainccrs. hut tht: hundirnp wa.~ 
cm, much Ill nn,u1mc. He n:mmL-<l h01ne and tnok ajuh with Whe~ling•Vittsbui]h StL'Cl an,J he alsti Sl.'f\'e<I many 
years as a Warren Tuwa~hip tru~tcc. Dtmahuc pasi.ct! away sr1'cral y~ars agn. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Crag Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

Craig Miller (13ridgcpmt High School, Clas.~ of 1979). He was i'.lll all->tar 
football pfoycr and otandout hm,kcthall player for the Bulldogs, but it was in 
track um! field where Miller is rernemherci.J as one of the best to ever pcrfonn 
in the Ohio Valley. 

Miller had superb size m 6 It J am! 200 pounds to be the punbhing full!Jack
linchacker and the rugged post in basketball !ha! he wa~, hut tlmt size wa~ cmnhincd 
with great specl which he utilii.cd to cxcd in tlm:c ilislinct cwn\5 in tr.11:k. His 
aJJ.;m:mnJ versatility drew him the tag as the Bull,logs' most \=mile nlhlctc since 
Jolm Havlicek, 

Miller wa, Ille greatest 1fr;cus thmwcr of his era. He us~>d hi, dun gated frame 
am! supcih athk1.ici.>m tu bccume I.he first Ohio Valley prcpst::,r tu twirl the planer more than 170 feel, 
establishing a new \'U!ley stand.m.l with his 172-10 toss in the district mcc! a.~ a senior. In the l2 years 
since, only two discus thrnWl'flf haw bettered that mark_ Miller w;is state rumwr"I.IP in the di.cu<; as a 
senior while a!su placing ~et:ond in the Bellaire Rdays :is a junior and senior. 11,e powerful Bulldog 
a!so ranked with the premier 5hotpuucrs during chat time, ov,ming a best o! 5Z feet. Milkr wns equally 
adq11 on the track where he was u primc·time high hunller. r.:con.ling the beM time ln the Ohio Valley 
a> a senior with a arnrching l-1.7 clocking. 

Milkr was ulw a thn.-c•ycar kttcnnan ut Bridgeport in bm,kctbal! where he was the kai.ling rehoumkr 
for Coach Frank Jlu.,i:tcr each season. 11-!illcr UvCiilgcd 15.4 points a game as u senior. 

In fomhul!, he earned all-Ohio, all-OVAC am! all-Valley honors aflcr n ~nior ycnr which saw him 
total 105 points. which included three field goals um! 21 kicking l'ATs, another sign of hi5 aihmiuml_ 
talents. lie was u hlncking !'ullhuck, hut st.t!l managed 4'.!2 yams onjn.,l 90 totes for the[). J Bu!l<log> ol 
Coach Dave Bruney. He also uvcragcd 40 yanls per punt. 

He optctl to accept a football scholur:,hip to Miami of Ohio University, where he kttere<l four yi:a:r, 
a~ a tight end and was uccordcd aJJ.MAC hnnms as a junior. 

Willie Clay (Athlete -1980s) 
ll"ilfie Clay (Lin1,ly School, Clas, of 1988). Tnls funner Cmk! di<l it a!! durin:; 

his four years @ !he Whediug campus. \\'hile cuming letters in three sports. 
it was on the football fidd where he made hi~ biggc,t impact ID the Ca<lct,' 
program. 

Clay was the unqucs!ionc<l ka<lcr and most rccogni;\CL! player on teams which 
won 2J Wml'Cutil'e games an<l nxwdc;J the first 1wo undefeated Sl.'U>!ms in !he 
sdmol's hismry when it finisht:<l !{).{) in !986 arul 9-0 i11 1987. Excelling as a tkkn
sive hack, wide receiver and kick returner, Cfoy earned numerous postscawn honms 
during hh career. As a scnim, de1,p\tc the Catleb' run-fin;t uffcnslve ,i:hcmes, Clay 
m1!lrngcd Ill rntch 30 pas~eo for 428 yan.ls and five wuchdowns. lie also wok 1110 
kickom \J:ll:k for touchdown, and had five interceptions. He wa\ named all-State, 
al!-OVAC and :ill-V,tlky. He was the captain of the big-school team after his 1>enior sea1nn 

On the ba1kc1ball court, Clay kd the Cadets in his senior season with a 17 -~ point, per gllme awrai;c 
while ,two!ing 48 percent from the floor. He also passed riuc 170 a<;sists en rm1w to earning all•UVAC 
and all-Valley. 

ln the spring. Clay !it up area baschull diamonds. He batted .423 as a senior and wa1 11amd ulJ.()VAC 
and :ill-Valley. 

Despite his sucffss tm su many surfaces, it was football !hut was his calling at the ncxl Ind. C!;i) 
acccpled n scholarship to mtcml Georgia Tech University wbrre he carnc<l u!l-Al'C honm> twice. Al unc 
time. Cfay heh.! the Ydlow Jackets" sch1wl rcconl for interception~ (lf.) afwr starting in the lkkmiw 
huekficld for three sea,ons. 

In 1992. Clay wa1 drafted in the eighth nmnd by the Detroil Lions an<l p!uycLl cl~hl seasons in the NH .. 
lie alw played for the New Englund Patriots for three seasons and one with. the Nt'W Orleans Sam[:;. All 
1old, he played i[l 118 NFL games and siartcd 9{). 

T.J. Hannig (Athlete - 1990s) 
T.J. Ilaimig (Unsly Sch1x1!, Clrus of 1996). Tots lhrec·~pon Cadet standout 

cxcd!cd :is an all-arnnrnl athlete, hut il wa~ on the sm:(.·cr fidd where he made his 
higgest impru:t. 

Hannig cumcd four letter, for !he Cadets as their sL1r1.ing gua!kci.•per for teams 
which posted a 7[J..13-10 n.'1:ord. lndudcd in those seasons were tw(lO\'AC ull-da~s 
lilies ln !992 arnl 1994. The Cadets were winning !hcse \ilks because llpposing 
teams just couldn't get !he hull pa.~l llunnig, whn set the Ohio Valley record with 41 
career shutouts. Ovcrnll, he owned a 0.88 goals against average. !fa rxploits dkln"t 
go unnoticed. He was twkc namt--d ull-OVAC and captained the all-Valky learn as a 
senior. He was aim named Gatorade Player oflhc Year and u Pa_mde All-American. 

On lhe baskcthull court, Hannig h!ossumed us a senior, sconng nearly !7 pmnts u game and grahbing 
clght rebounds en route I() al!-OVAC and all-Valley umi!ades. In truck and fidd, Hannig competed in a 
bevy of <.'VCJ1ls, hut il was in the Jong jump where he stood nul. He set the OVAC rc;:urd with a murk of 2 ! 
fat, 7 .V4 inches and W(m three conkrcnce titles (hi~h lmnlks_. hi1,;h jump and l011gjump). 

Hannig ucccptt.--tl a schohm,hip for wccer to the Umwrsity ol Indiana where he mmcd in net from l9'J7-
2000 and finished No. I in IU h1;tmy with 42 shutouts um] second m \·ictorks (63). 111c Hoosier; p!ayctl i11 
four i;:nmecutive NCAA Final Fours. winning the NCAA titles in 1998 and 1999, defcutin_g Sta11!or,I 13- l) 
and Santa Clara (1-0), respcclively. Hannig and (WAC and NBA Hull \lf l'umcr John llavl!cck {Bridgeport 
High) are the only two OVAC prn<lucts tu play in three consccmiw NCAA title game,. Hannif; mu11c J> 
all over !he Irnliana Univmily record hook. He ranks se,·cnth at JU wi!h 176 ,aves, and the 23 nctnrics i11 
1998 are tied for the most in a sca,on. 

Afler hi> cn!!egiate career, Hannig wa1 sc!ccll.--tl in the MU; Draft and spent lime with D.C. United. He al;o 
played for the PitL>hurgh Rivcrhounds. 

Ashley Battle (Athlete - 2000,) 
Ashley Btlllk (Unsly Schou!. Class of 2(XX)). When askcl! to name ll1c greatest girl>' 

basketball player; in Oi'Jn VJ.!k1• hi~tmy, !hi, former Ludy Cadets· nume is always one of 
!he fin;t mentioned. And for gootl reason 

Uattie arrived on the Umly campus at the urging of some or her family urnl friends 
to get her aw~y fmm the mugh section of her hom_etown of Pitt>hurgh._ She went to 
1111,Jy to take an admissions test prior m cnu:ring high school a□ Ll sccmmgly the r~:,t 
was hi.\\llry. 

\\'hen she arrived at !Jmly, the girls' ba1kc!hall team was :.truggling, but ~he helped 
tum !hat around quickly and eventually led Unsly tl.1 ill! undekate(! sc~son in !998,99. 

At Uns!y. she hccJnic the scho1,rs a!J.time katlcr in uumcmus otalisti(:a! categories, 
including points (1,532), rebounds (823), us:;ist> (385) ant! swals (171). 

She was rnrn1ed OVAC Class A Player of l!Je War four consecutive scu~ms and was 
a thre1Hime all-State pkk in \\'cot Virginia. 

After rccd1·ing rnuntbs recruiting lcl!crs. Battle eventually chmc to continue her career at the Univcr:,ity 
ofConneriirnt twcr !he likes of Duke, Penn Staie uml Stanford 

Al UConn. she joined wilh Dianna 'faurasi arnl Maria Conlon an<l helped !call the !..illy Huskies to lhl\'C 
NCAA Nntiona\ Chrunpiunships, including an urnlefratell scu~on in 2003. 

Batlle was a standout on Ilic dcknsn'\' LThl ol the llmir us evi,kncc<l !-.y Ille f:1CI Iha! ,he wn111he Big Ea,1 
Dcfcnsiw l'luyer of !he Yc·ur uwa.<"\l, but she abo M:(ired ! .(MXJ (:arccr point\ 

Dattk. who m1·n~ a &grcc in murkl'ling 1l!lc! cumumics fmm UCnnn'. wa, ilr.tfle<l hy Se~l\lc i11 the icnmd 
mum! of !he 2()()5 WNllA !)rufi. She tllcn oii;r.cd w,lh the 1'.t'.W Ymk L1h,:n) ol lhe \\'NHA in 2{X)f, and she• 
alw spent lime play in!! fnr Scau!c nnd SanAmmlin. All !nltt she appcar~d in t41 WMlA (i.mll'\ a.'la ~•V",1F,l 
five pnims per gnme. She ahu plnyc'U prnfmionai!y in Sp:iin in '.!JXJ7 nnd 2(XlS. 

Pat Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

I'm 111ilkr Ill IShaUy,idc lligh School, Class of 1979). He wa> ahlc tu do what frw 
uihlctcs cu11 ;Jo. ll11( lx>ing a ;tar in two sports dming_ !he same ,eason. 

Miller wa> nothing ~hllrt ur ,ensutional for the Tiger~ in oo.,chall, lettering four 
time,. His trem\'ndous dirunon<l time did nmhing co a<lwrscly irnpacl hi> tr.1ck career 
whl're he was equally as exceptional. 

The takntcd Tiger was alrn a stellar griddcr and also po,scsscd the prowess t(l 
graduate with a 3.94 GPA. 

Miller cuptaincd !he Tiger bn,d1u!I team both as u junior and a sc!'Jor, L':ie latter 
:;easun unc in which he hit for u ~iuJing .43 ! uwrngc, 11mc pro\'ctl a springhoanl Ill 
he selected to participate in chc AH-Ohio Baschnll Sl'fiea. 

He was selected au FOHL al!-siar all fom ;ea,ons and all-Ea_,;tcm District lhn:e sca,ons. Miller·~ diamond 
exp\11its earned him n l,a,;cha!I ,cho!ill"',_hip to Ohio Uni~mity. 

\Vhik his prep ha,chall resume is quite i;httc1ing, it llli1Y take a ba_r.·kscat to his truck and field ucrnmpfah
mcms. Miller ru:hicved the ultimate by winning the ~tatc pole vault \!tlc in 1979. lk nho finished sixth m the 
high huniks in the same ;t;itc meet. lie won virtually every pole vaull mmpclition as"· senior. except for the 
lkllain.' Relays which was in its heyday. Miller was third in the pole vault and third m Ilic high hurdles in 
that meet, lini>hing m; the top local s,·orer in tile statc"s second-largest meet ut !he lin1~. 

The terrific Tiger wa, a lWD·timc ull-Valky honoree and wu, 1,clc.;1cd ln The Jntciligcnccr"s nl!--Dc~adc 
Tr;u:k Team, 

He enjoyed much giidirun ;ucccss a> well. The hartl-running TigL'f earned all-Ohio honors holl1 his junior 
and seniur campaigns. The lhrec,yeur grid kucrman was first team ul!-OVAC, nil- \'alley and al!-Ea.,1cm 
Distric1 h!s. !au two ~,·aw11s 

Miller. wltn M.'IVL--tl as the Tiger.' captain a_~ n senior, followed in his fathc(s fnotq,•ps and p!nycd in the 
(JVAC All-St:tr Gurru.•. 

Sharon Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 
Sharon \fom1t /St. Cluimilk High School, Cius:; or 1981). This l.m1y Red Devil 

was easily one of the mo>l dernrJtcd Jnd succc,,ful sprintcrs ever to i;racc the mals in 
the Ohiu Vulkv. 

Vincent finiSht:d her pfl'.p career with eight s1utc medals and kd St. C. lo i!s only state 
championship in ~chonl h1smry in fo11e ol 198!. In that stale !lll'S"t her senior ie;mm, 
Vincent capped un undcfcmed c;1mpuign in both the !00 and 2{XJ..mcter da:.hcs hy sprint· 
ing to Ilic OH SAA state clmmpionships ill both events in 12. !8 ant! :!4,79, rcspccti1·cl)'.. 

Vincent won u state g1iltl us a sophonmrc a.~ wd! a<; a member of the Lady Rctl Dtvih" 
441).yurd relay !cam. She wus !he a tale runner-up in the 200 an<l plu~cd fifth m 1hc JOO that 
aeaslm. Prior to hreaking L'lrnugh i11 Columbus as a .1cnior. Vincent wm; the state runner-up 
in !he HK) and hrnnzc mcdalil! in the 200 as ajuniur. 

The only irnlil"idu:il !nss Virn:cnt &ul!CT"C(! as u senior c,une in the 4(XJ.mell.'f dasl1 at the 
<li.1trkt ll!L't.'l wh1:re .1hc l1~Jk third, hut Mil! ran an impressive 58.7. En route to her ~late men pcrfonnanccs, mh!ctes 
rnmpcu:d in M.'tlilmrtls and disirim where WC won 19 dmmpion,hips. She was a !hrce-lime ;,.:CJi1mal and district JOO 
and ~()().meter champi1m 

Al the OVAC mu.~, \11ic,'fll won a lOtal of 12 c1mkn.'J1Cc dmmpinn.,hips. She was n thn:t.'-time chnmpi\lfl in hoth 
!he l(XJ nrul 2CO. Al !he till!<.' nl' rn'r t~n<luation, \'1ncent held eight meet rccnrJs arul !hrcc all•tllm: Ohio Valley rcconh. 

Vlnn·m, who still hnl!l.1 the lOH. 2(Hl un;J 4(H)-mctcr <lash schonl n:rnnls, wa~ named St. Clalrsville"s Mnst 
V.iluuhlc Athlete four time1 and was also name;.] aJ].l)jstrkl A!hkte nfthe Year. She ulS<:! rnmpctctl in llic presti
giou, Midwest Meet of Ol;ITT!pions in !he IO(Jmcll'r da,h in !98\, 

Ali.er her prep c.ircL-r, Vinccm um:ptcd a schulan.hip lo Eastern Kentucky University. She c'!.nnp,.'lCI.I tllCR for twn 
;ca1,1m~ hcfore tr.1m.krring w 1k Ohio State University where she C\ITTlplctcd her bachelor of ;:,ts ili'grcc in ccoru»nics. 

Vincent, ll'hn was inducted to the St. Clairwilk A!hkiic Hall of Fame as a member oflh,· 1981 state champiun
,hip team and 1hen in 2007 as an in<lividunl athlete. later eumci.l a mastl.~r", degree from Claerbdn 

Quincy Wilson (Athlete - 1990s) 
Qubiry lHlsrm (Weir lligh, Class of 1999.). This fomicr Red Rid~r was u multi-spor1 

.1tamlou1, hut it wai nu !he lt,o(ba!l field where he came<.! hi, !llghcM acdaim. 
\Vil.ion fl'.WmW Ohio Valley Lllld \\b! Virginia recmd houks us he helped lead the Rc.i 

Rid~Vi to !he 19l/8 Wc.11 Virginia C!Jss AA ;tate cha:npionship 
As a senior on the stale tharnpiomhip squaJ. Wibon lx>camc the fiVil Ohio Val!cy nn,l 

West Virginia prep mhlctc to a(rnmula!c 3,lXX) yan:ls in a sCas\ln. All lold,_Wilson ru~hcd 
for 3,262 yarJ'l. He scm.;d an Ohio Valley record 47 tuuc_hdowns arnl fimshcd with 282 
pnims, which 1.1 ,ccoml OC.11 aiHimc in the Ohio Valky, 1r.i1ling only Jack Simons of Ne;,, 
Cumbcrlnnd, who Sl"()ITLl 288 pnints in 1919. 

Wil>on, a four-ycur lcucmmn, fini.\hc(! his pn:p curwr with 6.16'.! yunh, but .5,6:!4 of thrn,e 
came ;.luring hisjLlllinr :md srnilir !ll.'a\nm; sirn:c he played primarily on dcknsil'e ,Jurin~ his fiN 
twosc:mm.,. for his curc~r. he M:()l"Cd 93 t(mchdov,11s aml 564 points, witll all but SCl'\.'11 !Us und 
-1-4 points came liming his jt111ior uml srnior sca1ons. WilMm tmk his play lo another kw! whai the pomca.l()ll mll-'.'1 
aroun<l, lk SCI ull•timc WN Virginia rcconl~ wi!h f-671 yards l!Utl 23 l(l\lchdOl\1lS in i;C\'(.'fl p!~yulf gunlC!,. ludooetl lS 
a 5in~lo--pITT!c it.nm.Inf 327 yun.15. In 19<)8 ~lll!C title game aguinsl llupont, Wilson ran for 1$11 yur;J.~ and two sa= 

Wilson wml nearly ,-.wy f'.l'iL>Ca,on uwnnl mmginablc. lie \\'JS name<l Gat1llu<le Slll!C Pbyc'r nfthc iCUT mlll shared 
the Kcnnaly Aw-Jni wit!J l',;itni\ JR House afu.'l" he firu,hi..'\l fourth in !he hultoung as ajuni1ir. He was nmi!t!d fm;t--tcun1 
all,Statc !WK1= antlrnptaincd the All-Valky tram nnd wa.1 twice lllllllt.'tl rul-OVAC. He also p\nyc,I l"m,kctball m Weir lligh. 

After accepting a scholmhip to West Virginia Unil'mi!y, Wilscm fought his WJY up the JL'pth chart arnl !hnrugh a 
medical red,hin before buNing rn1to !he sc1:11c in a hig way in 2003. He r.m for 1,380 ya.J, and !2 touchdown~ en 
mute m being named WVU"s OJkmivc MVP and won !he team's award fnr al!--around cx~dlcncc. Wil~m played in 
44 games at WVU, running for 2.608 yan.ls and 20 'IDs. He alsu ,aught 20 hall3. 

\Vilwn wus then ,elected in !he scvcn!h roun,1 us the 219!h pfay~r tafil'n by the Atlanta I ,,lrnns. He was released 
and eventually .1igncd with the Cincinnati Ikngah, wi!h whom he spent purlS nffour ~casnm. Ile WU'! also drafted 
in the inaugural UFJ. Draft hy the llnrida '!uskm 
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Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (OVAC contributor) 
Burde/1 "]immy"Carey (fol!ambee High School, Class of 1923). He is the only 

coach in the Ohio V-~!ley A1hletk Conferenc·e and the state ofWe,1 Virginia 1,, win 
state ,·hampinn1hips in three sp"rts - fi~>tbal!, basketball and ha1eball. 

Carey gm his fir,! taste of coaching with JO years at his alma mater, Follansbee 
Hi£h. before moving to Weir High to assist OVAC Hall "f Famer Carl Hamil! and 
begin a 25,ycar Re<.! Rider career. 

Carey coached Weir tn W Va. Class AAA J<mtball titles in 1957 (ll-0), 1960 
(Ill-!) and 196! (JO.\) and his 1958 team wag 9-1, !o\ing onl}' to e.entual state • 
champion Parkernburg. In six 1easim\ {1956,6!), hi~ teams pt.>5led a 52- l l record 
and won two OVAC Chm AAA championships (1957 and 1938). 

In ba~ketball. Carey coached Weir for 13 seawns (1956•68), compiling a rernr<l of !78-115. His teams 
made !he W Va. Class AAA title game three struight ye=. winning in 1963 with a record of 20-5. The 
1%2 team was 24, ! :md the 1964 team had a 23·2 record. Overall, his Red Rider hnop teams won seven 
sectional titles, five regional nuwn, aml mm.le four state tournament appearam:es while alM) winning two 
OVAC champion,hips \1%2 und 1%4). 

In baseball, he guided Weir 10 five state rnumarnent berths and the one,dass W. Va. ,tate championship 
in !959 while also winning four s.tra1ght OVAC 1itles, 

Carey wa~ M:le,1ed lhe West \Jr,;iniaAIJ-Spnrt C,,ach ()f the Year in !958. He is a member llf the West Virginia 
Spons_ Hall of Fame; the Upper Ohio Valle~· Dapper D:m Hall of Fame and the Weir High Hall ofFanie. 

Weir lli£h mune!I its football stadium m his honor. 
Al Follansbee llii;h, Curey was a muhi,sport athlete who went on Ul pla} three >J)Orll (football, basket~ 

ball and basebull) al George Waihington Univen;ity before tramferring am.! grw.luatmg from West Liberty 
State College, 

Gene Ammirante (Couches) 
Gene Ammimnte (Wheeling Ctntral Catholic lligh Sch,x,J, Oass of 1%9). When 

yuu lhink !lf Ammirame. you think uf 11111 thing, - pmsion and succeos. During his 
30-}·car (.'areer as head btJ}'S' ba,ketball coach ut Bellaire liigh, Toach A" displayed 
plemy of the foIT11er and achieved plent; of the latter. 

Arnmirunte began his ,~iaching career in !97(, as an a,sistant w Mark Mati: at 
Bellaire before beginning a iulwssful run as head rnach of the Big Reds. 

He compiled an impres.,ive 47\,205 career remn! ut Bellaire. the ull-time best 
,·na,·hing rewn.l in boys' ba,ketba!l at the school. That induded a !89-41 mark !lur
ing the l990s, an average of 19 win~ perseamn during that !{),year span, 

Bellaire lligh ;u:hieved Tnp 20 r.mkini;s in Ohio 15 timfil under Ammir.mte; won 
14 Ohio Valle}' Athletic Cnnference dmmpion>hipg; !4 J;e(.·ti\mal crowns; six distriL'I titles Md one regional 
championship as Bellaire earned i!s firs! ever•trip to the OHSA A Oivi1ion Ill State Trnirnillllent "Final Four" in 
2()()3..()4, tying the >\.fax,! recon.l for wim (22) before losing to \-'tlsru!les in dnubk-1n·ertime in lhe semmnals. 

His teams posted two undefeated regular seasllns. gomg 20-0 in 1993-94 an!l 2tx.J5.06: and iwu !9-l 
n~i:ords: and the 2005,()6 team bmke the scht1nl rernr<l wi!h 23 ,·icwries. 

Among Ammirante's numemus awanls were ·•coach of the Year·• for Ohil> Divi'iion II. the East~m 
District and District 12 a5 well as the OVAC owr~ll ••coach of the Year" in 2003,!!4; and the Bnb Arnzen 
Awanl for W ,;-,in,;ecutlve ;·ears at the same sc·hool (1996). 

He was alw selected Ill coach tlie South squad in the annual Ohio Nonh-Snuth All•Star Game in 
Columbus in 1997 

Ile scr\.'ed a~ Game Director for the Samuel A. l\lumkJ OVAC A!l•Star Baiketball Classic on two I.lit~ 

Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (OVAC Family) 

Tom "Bttu'' Buhtef /Wheeling Central High Sc·hrn,l. Oa1s of 1969). Commissioner. 
tliredur, nfficial .. Be,:htel welin numy hats in the nthktk realm, nn<l he wears them welL 

lie is a hmg•!ime member of the OVAC Soflbllll Committee, currently scn·lng as the 
OVAC S"flball Commi~>ioner am! has been Game Director of !he annual Samuel A 
Mumky OVAC All-Smr Basketball Clrnic ~ince :mos, 

As an official, Bechtel has workell area high &:hoot !,nliball. bmke1ball am! football 
games dating back to !974, fle founded the Ohio Valley Boan! nf Softball l'mpires, M:r'i· 
ing a,; secretary for 31 yeru-5; w<Ls an Ohio Valley Officials Board officer for more than 
20 Jean;; nn,.1 has officiated football p!a;·off games in Ohiu ru11.l West Viri;inia for more 
than 20 years. lie has worked 26 slate !oummnent~ in sollball mu.I six srnte champiunship 
games in fo01ball. 

He aho umpires suftbaU in the West Virginia Confrrenc·e. 
In !990, he became the flnt West \.1ri;inia redpiem of the National FedcrJtion of State High S,ho<ll 

Asso~iati,m.1· Offldah Awanl. 
Bechtel ha.~ been ilim:tor of the Ci1y of \\'heeling Re!..TCatilm Depanment sinc-e 1974. actively promoting vari<JU'I 

youth sp;.JIH activities. He founded Ille \\'heeling Recreati,m Summer Basketball League whkh ha~ glllWTI to mnre 
than HMJ teams; organized the anmml Wheeling Ba1k~bal! Shootout whkh has bnmght numernu~ high pmlile ath
lete~ to the urea; an<l uversee~ the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Cnmp!ex whkh hmts more than 2,tx.M) baseball Md sol\ball 
games annually. 

A basketball and baseball player at Wheeling Central High, he graduated fmm \\'heeling College In 1973 and 
served a~ an as,istant basketball L'llllCh there fmrn 1974-7H. 

He ha\! ~erved as a color analyM fur WTRF•TV on football and basketball brm:u.kast,;; worked as a radio 
nnnnnncer for basketball games: and Wll!l the pub!k ruldress u.nnouncer al Wheeling- Je,ult Unher;ity home 
basketball games. lie ls also director of the annual Un!lo's Catholic Ba;ketball T(lumament in Wheeling. 

BeL·htel receiwd the Rnhert S, l\kKe!vey Memorilll Award from lbe lipper Ohir, Valley Dapper Dan Club 
in 2008. 

Charles 'Red' Donley (Medi•) 
Charita "Red'' Donle_v (Wellsburg Hii;h S1.'hml. Class uf 194!). An early pioneer ofr.lllio 

and television bn>a\kasthig in the Ohio Valley, Donley got his start III WSTV.AM r.u.lio in 
1946 where he sen·e<.l 11.!i play-by-play anmruru:er for hii;h sd1,x,l fmtbal! 1111d hllsketha!l 
grum-g and was the stati,m \ spurts dirern,r. 

In 1954, when \VTSV•TV Channel 9 {now \.VTOV) wen! 1m !he air. Donley bC<:ame 
the sports directr,r and S(XITT there:JJ'ter. was ,;eleLtrd to '">IX with foe Tucker on Pill>burgh 
Steelers' bniaili.·a,;t,i, a po>ition he held fmm 1955.fil. 

He also announced h\lrse radng al Whe-eling- Dllwn.s and Wate1fon.l P..irk frnm 1949-56. 
In 1\lfiO, he left u1 bemme sports ilim:tor at Channel l l in Pittsburgh, a pnsititm he had 

for 10 yeari;. During his days in Pittsbucyh, Omley W\m five "Gnlden Quill'" awards for 
ilistini;ui~hed news cowruge, induiling cme for a doc-urnenmrv he wrnte am! mur.UC<l tm 
the !ate Art R,xme:,· and iv,•o others ((m Roberto Clemente ru,if Pie Tra;-,1nr) that are in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

In 1962, he was named to suc(.'eeJ k1,>end:u} Ray Scott as play•by,play anm,un_cerfr,rlhe Universit}' of Pittsburgh 
Omky rejoined Channel 9 in Steuben,·ille m !972 a~ news direct<.ir nnd remamed !here he retired in 1988. 
Omley re,:eive!I the Presiilent's Media Award fmm wha! was then the Cul!ege of Steubenville in !989; re(.'t'i\'ed 

an h(mom1y degree fmm Jdfomm Ti!ehnkal College in 1987 and an honorary bar.:alaurcat degree from the College 
of Steubenville in 1989; w,15 \he recipient of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Oub's Robert S. l\kKelvey Awanl 
in 199!; and was imlm:tetl into the Ohio AP Drnadcasters Hall of Fame in 2(Xl6 

He also participated in many charitable pn~em including the United Way am! Easter Seals and made cmmtks$ 
appear='t'• u,; a master uf ceremonies Ill community events. 1-lis many wntributklns were rerngmzcd at a testimonial 
dinner in his hmmr back in 1979. 

The road leading trJ the rurrent WTOY:fV9 stui.lfo in Steuhemille is named "Red Omley Drive·• hi hi, honor. 
A World War 11 veteran who ;erved in lhe l\larine Corps, D<mky pa.,sed awuy in 199a, 

Gary Sprague (Coaches) 
Gary Sprag11e (Needham (Ma1s.) High School. Class of 1964). lie piloted the 

Linsly School baseball program from 1974-2006. compiling un lmpresslve 33~year 
record of 488+:!57-1, which rnnks fourth a!Hime nmong Ohio Valley couches. 

He led the Cadets to 13 OVAC Tournament L'hampionships • more than any other 
conference conch (1982, '85, '86, '87, '89, '90, '91, '94. •95, '97,2001, '03, '05, 
'06) and cm1che!I Llns!y to five Em;tem Ohio Dnseb.tll League titles (1987, '88, 
'90, '95 mul '96). 

Sprague was named OVAC "Coach of the Year in 1986 after guiding the Cadets 
tn a 27-4 rei.:ord and EOBL "Coru:h of the Yeartt three times. 

He coached six athletes who went on to piny pmks~iona! sports - He:ith lfoynes, 
Ron Stephens. Kevln Tntar, Mih Cnss and Mark Searer in baseball and Willie 
Clay !n tl1e NFL. He ulso rnadied n luta! of I 3 first team .tll·state players inc!m.!ing two captains; five 
OVAC ••pfoyer of the Year" winners am.I four West Virginia American Legion "Pl:tyer Ht the Year" 
selections. 

Ile also mached fre~hman footba!l at Linsly. 
Sprngue re,:eived the Curl R. Hamill Awnrd fmm the lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan C'lub and was 

the recipient of the OVA C's Thomas E. Ratuk"zak Scorekeeper;Timer Award in 2009 after nearly tliree 
decades as the timer at Linsly basketball games. 

Sprague graduated from West Virginin Wesleyan College in 1968. 

ferent o,:~a~lnns and is still active on the committee; founded and directed lhe OVAC Basketball Clink for f----------------------------------1 
si.\ years; ls direcl<lr uf !lie Wheeling Recreatinn Depmtmenfs Youth Basketball Pmi;rnm: and ,umC<l the 
annual Saturday l\lnming Fundamental Feeder Prngrum and Basketball Camp at Bellaire, He rcreived the 
OVAC's Earl lla~rfie!d Boys' Basketball Coaches Award in 2012. 

Ammirante re<..'eived his badielur's !legree fmm West Liberty Siau: College in !973 arul his master's from We!>t 
Virginia University in !976. 

Bill Tonini (Official) 
Bill Tonini (Avella (Pn.) High Sch\x1l. Class of 1940). "Play ball!" Considering w 

the fact that his career as an umpire spanned an incredible se\'en derndes. per• 
haps tin one has uttered !hose wortls mnre than Tonini. 

He spent n total of 52 yeurs working countless basebnll games thwughout 
the Ohio Valley and beyond from 1957-2010 while also serving 31) years as a 
football offidu! and lO years as a baske!ball referee. 

His expertise us un umpire, primarily bchintl home plate calling balls and 
strikes. earned Ti mini numenius high school post-season assignments, indu!l
ing five state rnumaments in Ohio and five in West Virginia. He aho umpired 
more than 3U years of OVi\C Tournament UL'lion. 

Tonini worked NCAA Division Ill College World Series games in Marietta 
a tntal nf !H times: several NCAA Division I games involving Obin State and Ohio lini,,ersity; a 
host of American Legion games in the summer nnd 1hree years in the minor !eaglles. including the 
Northwest League in Eugene, Oregon and Walla Walla, Wa>hin[;ton. 

lie also was an instrm:tur at Bil! Barr's Umpire School in West Palm Beach, Florida. 
Tonini is in the Western Pennsy!rnnia Stx:cer Hall of Fume and he received a special award from 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 
A highly-dernrnted World War II veteran who received ~ommendation, frnm both 1he United 

States anti France, lhe 9tl-year old Tonini resides in Hannibal. 
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Eugene 'Eudie' Joseph (Athlcte-1940s) 

Euge11e "Eudie" Joseph (Martins Ferry lligh S•·hool, Class uf 1945), A three
sportAl!-OVAC honoree in football, b:t'iketba!l and truck, he was a major contribu
tor to top.record Purple Riller football and basketball teams. 

In ba.,ketbuU. playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Flny!I Baker, 
Joseph was a ft'gu!ar on teams whkh went 71•4 In three years indudin~ 21-2, with 
20 straight wins, as a senior, lie was ajun.ior nn a 26-1 recllrd teilTTl which won the 
first OVAC Class AA title in. 1944. That team lost its only game to eventual Ohlo 
champion /'.fald.letown. 38-34, in the stnte tt1um=ent semifinals. Joseph, along; 
with teammate ant.I OVAC Hall of Farner Alex Groza, were a!l-l(Jurnument selec· 
tions. fowph scored 421 )Xlints -secoml on the team to Groza·s OV record total 
of 628 points. As u sophomore. Joseph was n member of u 24-! recortl tcilTTl. 

In football, he was co-rnprnln of a 7 ·2,1 reconl team whkh won the first OVAC Class AA title antl 
rernrdc!I eight shutouts, He earned All-Ohio UPI honors as well as All-OVAC and was a two-time All
Enstem Ohio selectinn at running back. Nicknamed the ''Ghost" for his elusive st} le. he pfoyetl on a 
9. ! record team us a junior and Ferry was 22-6-1 in his three seasons. 

ln track, Joseph set an OVAC high hurdle record in the two,year-o!!I meet as a junior and won the 
high jump. He didn't compete us a senior after being drafted for militury duly, 

After discharge, he en.rol!ed at the University of Daytmt nnd played four years of basketball with 
three as a starter on teams with school TeL.'ortls of 24-8. 27,5 and 28-5, The last twu years, the Flyers 
were runners-up in the Nminnal Invitation Tournam~nt and a!w were NCAA regional semifinalist in 
his senior year of 1952. 

lie spent his entire 37-year pmfessionnl career teaching and coaching at Linsly Military Institute 
where he was head coach of buy~• bu,ketbal! (1953-72) and trru:k and assistant in football am! also 
served as athletic director. His Cadet teams won three OVAC titlea - 197! basketball and 1961-62 in 
trru:k. The tnp wurt records were 16--4 in 1957, 15-4 in 1971 an!l 15-3 in 1972. A Lins!y sclmlarship 
is named in his honor. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Art Hehr (Athlete - 1950s) 

Arl Hthr (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1959). lie grnduuted us the 
winningest career wrestler in the OVAC. with two s!rnighl unbeaten seasons 
capped by Ohio tllle~ in 195H aml 1959 after p!□dng thirJ in the state meet 
as a sophomore. lie was captain of the 1959 Ohio state championship team 
- the first fur an OVAC member. coached by OVAC Hall of Farner George 
Kovulick. lk wnn his last two titles at JD pounds after cDmpeting m 120 
pounds us u sophomore, He also wDn three consecutive OVAC titles on 
conference championship teams. 

He also competed ln football und was a member of the Bulldogs' !1rst•ever 
unbenten season in 1958 and the first Bridgeport team to defeat rival l\fartins Ferry in 1956. 

After serving in the U. S. Anny from !95'1-6'.!, he enrulkd m West Liberty State where he wa,; a 
member of the West Virginia Conference title teams in 1962 aml !963. also coached by Kovalkk. 
lie was injured and couldn't compete tor part of his colki;e c.ireer. 

After grnduatiun, he com:hetl wrei;t!ing at V.lleeling College and started the wrestling progr.:im at 
old Skyi:ue High Schon\. He ul,o coached Murtins Fen)' High to un OVAC ti1le in 19(:,8 us well as 
sectinnu\ and dlstrkt crown~. He served as a wrestling offa:ial fmm 1 \l70,86 and as athletic dlrewir 
at Skyvue for 28 years and Monroe Central 1wo ye,1rn plus three years as truck much at Skyvue, 

Hehr was induct.ed intv lhe Bridgeport High School Sports Hall of Fame in 2011 anJ was the 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Coaches "Mr. Mat" award in 2012. 

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - 1960s1 
Dun Abromawkz (Steubenville Cmho!ic Central High School. Class uf 

1963). Thls g!ue•fingered wide receiver lmd to make believers out of •·ountless 
doubters every step of his brilliant footba!l career. 

1l1e Crusaders' three-spurt standout was deemed too slow and too small 
In make it in big-time college football, After he shreJded thut fallacy. 
Abrumowkz did so ewn more emphatically on the professional level. 

After u sparkling career at Steubenville Cen!ral where he wus honored as 
an all-OVAC and al!-Ohio wide receiver. the co!kge recruiters were nowhere 
tn be found, turned off by his pedestrian-like 4.8 40•meter clocking. lfo June 
college scholarship offer came from Xavier University in Cincinnati. 

Abramowicz made the most of that opportunity, and went on Ill enjoy u record•sening Sta) with 
the Musketeers. 

Abramowicz established a host of Xavier recdving records during u brilliant four-yeur career. 
inducting 120 catches for 1,685 yards and 14 touchdowns. 

His prodigious numbers resulted in him being tabbed by the New Orleans Saints in the !7th and 
final rmmd of the 1967 NFL Dmft. That 17th mum! pick turned out to be a gem for the Saints. 

Abramowicz can·ed out a pm career thnt many first•rounders woulJ refah. 
He wus instant impuct in "The Dig Easy," landing 50 passes for 721 yards and six toud1dow11s as 

he was one of the top rnntenders for NFL Rookie uf the Year honors. 
Two seasons foter, Abramowicz led the league wi!h 73 receptions. His biggest NFL nchie.-ement, 

however. was sening a league record for catching a pass in 104 consecutive games. which has since 
been broken. The Saints denlt Abramowicz t(l the San Francisco 49ers after the secoml game of the 
1973 season for dral't chokes. After an adjustment period, he became a 49ers· starter the lust 11 
games. catching 35 passes for 442 yanls and a TD. He retired nfter the 1974 season, a campaign in 
whkh he grabbed 25 pu~ses for San Frandsen. Abrnmmvicz put up some lofty numbers during his 
eight-year NFL career. He caught 369 passes for 5/i86 yards and 39 TDs in I!! game,. 

Doug Swearingen (Athlete - 1970s) 
Doug Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). He was best 

known for his pitching prowess, but Swearingen was a multi•spon standout for 
the Purple Riders. 

ln addition to the diamond, Swearingen sparkled on the griJiron as well as the 
hardwtxxl for Ferry. With that said, Swearingen remains one of the finest hurlers 
in Ohio Valley prep annals. 

The crafty south1;aw was a four.year baseball letterman for the Purple Riders. 
When nnt nn the lull, Swearingen was n hard .. hi!!ing outfiddcr, 

Jfo was u tWt},-time all.Valley honoree and was a first-team all-Ohio selection 
ns a senior. There was no all-OVAC team back then. 

Swearingen went 6-2 a seninr, compiling a miniscule 0.74 ERA. He fanned 130 halters in 62 innings. 
He was equally as potent at the plate, baiting a robust Al2 with eight doubles, three triples. one homer 
and 24 RBI. He Inst the ultimat.e heartbreakcr that spring, dnipping a J.{J, 10-lnning ilistrict final affair 
to Cadiz. He struck out 20 in a rout.e-going effort. 

Such ll!I outstan<llng prep career had college baseball cnuches cowling the 6 ft. 2, !95-pound south
paw. He chose The Ohm St.'lte University, a decision he would m1t regret. Swearin1,.>en wa~ a four•year 
lettermen for the Buckeyes. He compiled a sparkling 23-13 career mark with a 3,80 ERA. Sweuri11gen 
was a superb 9-1 mi II junior, losing nnly to Oklahnmu in the NCAA Regional. Jle was secornJ..temn 
11!1-Blg Ten that season. Swearingen limshed his Scarlet & Gr.:iy career llc<l for l4Ll1 place for cun-er 
mound ~vins, ninth in inning~ pitched (278) and 13th in strikeouts {224). He was the team'~ w-cuptain 
as a semor. 

He was dr.ifted by the Seattle Mariners in the 23rd ro\llld, He pitched for four years in the minnrs,_going 
30-22 with a 3.36 ERA. Swearingen was also a member of the 198:! U.S. Natiunnl Team which partic1pnte<l 
in South Korea. lie posted a 3-1 record with a 2.:!5 ER.4. ns the U.S. claimed the bro= medal. 

A two-year in football and baske1ball letterman, he was a firsHeam all-OVAC defensive ba~k as a 
i.enior and was chosen to play in the OVAC All•Star Football Game, but he opted !U bypa:;s the game 
due to his Ohio Srat.e baseball scholar:shlp. 

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980s) 
Chris Starr ( Buckeye Trail lligh S,:hool, Class of 1986). You name the sport 

and this former Warrior shined en route to earning 12 varsity letters and evemu
ally a scho\arshir t[) Michigan. 

\Vhi\e foo!ba! and basketball were priorities for Starr. baseball wus where 
he made his i;reatest impact. 

Starr was a standout on the hill for the Wnrriorn and earned first-team all
Ohio Class A, first-team all-Eastern Disirict and first-team nl\-OVAC He also 
played in the Ohio Nonh-South All·Star Series. 

During the summer months, Starr was a key contributor for the Mnynar<l 
Post 666 American Legion squad which won two state titles am.I plnye<l in the 
Amerkan Leglon World Series in 1986. 

Starr earned a full baseball scholarship to piny for the Wolverines in baseball. He played \WD 

seasons in Ann Arbor, wlnnin~ 11 Big JO championship in 1987, Due to injury. Starr cventu· 
ally transferred {(l Muskingum College where he pitched for 1wo years, earning a!l~Ohio Athletic 
Conferenc·e honors. He hat! 125 strikeouts in hi~ two seasons with an ERA uf 2.81 anJ was nameJ 
11 pre-season all,Americun, but tore his ACL in the first game of the season. 

Continuing m overcome adversity. Starr was drafted in 1he 16th rmmd of the fl.fajnr Le.i«ue 
Baseball Drnft by the Texas Rangers in 1991. lie played three seasons of professional baseball~ 

On the football field, Starr etched his name into Buckeye Trail history as the school's all-iime 
leader in passing and rushing yards. He was an honornbk mention al!•Ohin pick. fir,Heam a!!
OVAC and fir~1-team all-Eastern District. lie was dmscn tu play in the OVAC A!!-Star Football 
Game, but turned it down due to Legion baseblll. 

During basketball season, Starr also earned all-state accolades. He was named 10 the !hinl-team as 
well as first-team all•OVAC anJ all-District 12 squads. All !old, he scored 770 points. n1·er~gi11g !2 
points a game. lie grabbed 367 rebound,. passed ou1 l 54 asaists and shot 45 percent from 1he field. 

Joe Maroon (Athlete - 19S0sJ 
Joe Jlfaroo11 (St. folm Centr.1.! High School, Class nf 1958). A fonqear Irish 

letterman in football. basketball and bnsehnll. he became the first St. Jnhn·s 
griJJer to cam first team All-Ohio football honors (as a defensive safety) and 
also was an All-Ohiu baseball selection. A l\lo·time All•OVAC and All-Valley 
football honuree, he was ClHUptuin of the 1957 A!!-OV ·Big School' honor m!I 
as a 5-foot-6, !50-pound two-way back. After earning second team A!l-OVAC 
honors as a sophomore. he helpd the Irish record the school's fir,t-ever perfect 
for,tball season nf 9·0 with an OVAC title as a junior under Coad! Hen Healy 
in 1956. Then he posted majur statistics in only seven games (6·1 recnrd) ln a 
senior season shortened Ii} influenza. 

As a senior, Mamon !ed the Iri,h in scoring and rushing in the seven-game 
ocasnn. He led Eastern Ohio with )07 points un 17 toudidowns and five conv~rsion runs and also 
completed 16 of 35 pa~se~ for eight sn1res. He had eii;ht TD runs between 50,80 yards; rernmcd four 
kicks for TDs with a Jong of 78 yards: and had four-TD games against Whcelini; Central, Mingo and 
Bamesvi!\c. On defense, he intercepted foe passes and uho punted. 

A 1hree-spo11 Irish team co•captain. he also was selected captain of the winni:1g Ohlo team in the 
annual Ohio-W, Va. AJI.Star game. He alw was awmtkd the Coca-Cola Schobr•A!hlete Award by 
the OVAC. 

Maroon attended lmliana llriivend1y on a football scholarship and earned Academic All-Americn 
honor~. He wns a startini; halfback in l96fl and avt-raged 5.3 yards a carry, 

After receiving n mcdicnl degree from lniliana, he trained at Georgetown Uni\ersity and at Oxford 
University in EnglunJ. Currently Vke·Chairman and Professor of Neumsurgery al the University of 
Pim.burgh. he is ~!so the Team Neurosurgeon for the Piasburgh Steelers. He also p.lrtii:ipates in numer
nu:; marnthon races and triathlons. He was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1987, 

Richard 'Dick' Kerwood (Athlete - 1960s) 
Richard "Dirk" Kerwood (Bishop Thmahue High School, Class nf 1968). 

Some \H1uld ha\'e viewed ii a~ a handicap; Kerwood useJ it as motivation. 
The Bishop Donahue stnr was bom June 9, !950 with just one arm. It never 

hindered him in life or athletics. 
During his youth, he pfaye<l ba:,kelball and baseball, exccl!ing in both, He 

was also a pioneer in weii;htlifting. He bought a cast irun set of weights while 
in grade school anJ u,;ed it passionately. The vi\innary strength training paid 
hand~nme dividends. 

As II freshman at Bishop Thinahue, Kerwood played football, basketball and 
baseball for Coach Tom O'Connell. kttering in all three sports. 

During the ne;,i;t three years m the McMechen-based school, he opted to conc·en
tratc on just football and basketball. 1t pmved a prudent decision. 

The powerful 6 ft. 2, J 9().pounder started on the gridiron his final three season, as a center, middle 
linebacker and kicker. 

During thut time, he was acLorded all-Valley, a!l-OVAC and all-State honors, named captain of the 
firs! two all-star squads. 

Kerwood distinguished himself so much us a senior griddcr that he earned honorable mention AH
American plaudits. lie was ~!so invited to play in the OVAC A!l·Star Fomball Gnme, 

His baoketba!I career with the Bishops also mok on all-star ~latus. Ken~·oc»J v, as the team's center 
and !lained all-OVAC nnd all· Vnl!ey hunors. Ile was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the We~t 
Virgrnla Stare Baske1bull Tournament as a senior. 

Kerv,,·ootfs sparkling prep JJfoY u1forded him se\'erul cn!k_ge scholarship offer5 in both f(XJlbal! and 
basketball. He opted to play hmtball at Salem College, eurnmg extensive playing time a~ a freshman. 

As fate would hal'e it. Kerwo(x! was tragically killed in an autnmobile accident shtmly after hig 
frosh grid season al Sakm. 

Alex Welker (Athlete - 1970s) 
Alex Welker (The Linsly School. Class of 1977). He is the Michael Phelps of 

Ohio Vulky swimmern. 
Welker splashed his way to a career like mme other in OVAC swimming nnnuh, 

Simply put. Wdker was unbeatable. 
The Linsly star never lo,;t u race in high schtxil. including relays. so it is onl;, 

!i!ling that he is the first swimmer to be inducted into the OVAC !!all of Rune. 
He entered Lim!y us a sophomore and quickly eMablished himself as an aquatk 

star. An exclamation point t(J his unblemh.hed rernrd was that he held nn OVAC 
rernr<l in every event he competed in. lie competed without erer shaving his b(x!~ 
or tapering, method:, u:;e to luwer resistance, yielding faster times. 

Welker still holds school and OVAC record, dating ba~k to !976. He earned the distinction of being 
named All-American as both a junior und senior. 

His unpnralleled swimming career proved a _springboard to a scholarship f':\Jffi The Ohio State 
University. and Welker found more pool suc<:ess m Columbus. 

He was voted the Buckeyes· Freshman Swimmer of the Year. helping the Scark1 & Gray to a runner• 
up finish in the Big: Ten. Ile was a l\nl-llme NCAA tJunlifier while establishing fh c Ohio State rernrds. 

Welker, m1fortunately, ;uffcred a major shnuld~r injury during hi~ sophomore seasnn, and many 
thought his swimming career was over. He proved the naysayers wrong as be eamcd ••c,1meback of the 
Year Award" while also ;ening u new Ohio State record in the 200-metcr freestyk as a senior. 

He alsn set numerous rernrds during his earlier years in AAU competition. 
H~ alw earned a piece of a wmld record. In 1975, he was a member of a JO-swimmer t.eam that e>tab

lished o world mark in 1he so.mile relny in Mount Vernon, Ohio, with Welker pmting the fastest split. 

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 
Shaw/I Hm,ent (St. Clairnville High School, Class of 1987). Fontba!l was the 

nume of the game for thi.'i Red Devils' icon. 
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Vincent lriggered the Red Devil.>' attack at the quarterback spot, setting an Ohin 
Valley rernrtl for ru,hin~ yartls hum the positinn at J .36() yards in 13 games. He 
alrn r;cored 150 points for a Red Devil squad whkh won the OVAC Closs 3-A 
title. During the regu!ur season, Vinc·ent aver.:iged JO.I yards a carry and scored 
20 touchdowns. 

Vincent passed for 441 yards and four touchdowns during his seninr campaign 
All told. he scored 24 touchdowns. He was also a weapon as n punt and kick returner, uccumu!ating 
638 yards and three scores. On the defen,ive side of the ball, Vincent mamed in the secondary and 
lrnd seven inten:eptions. 

Fur his season, Vincem was 1111 all-OVAC. all-Ohio and all-Valley selection. 
Upon his gradumion, he uccepted n ,cho!ar,hip to pluy defensive back at the University nf Akron. 

lie starred for the Zips for three ~easnns and in 1988 shared the top snphomore award. He still holJs 
the schrn.1! rcwrtl wuh 265 imereep!lon return yards and his 13 career interceptions rnnk second in !he 
Akmn m.-ord lxiok, 

Vincent then sipwd a free-ai:;em ~ontran with the Pin,burgh Stede.s, playing !() i:;ames in 1991 and 
rt"cort!in;; 1wu inlen:eptinns. 

A~ide frnm his footba!! prowe1~. Vu:~·em !euered in ba1kelball and trnck and fk:d for the Red Devils. 
M~ was th: !rack moui 1-a!u;:b!e alh!cte ~nd ttil! hol<.!s th,;, schunl !m1£~jump rec01J. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Amber Ellison (Athlete - 1990s) 

Amber Ellison (Meadowbrook High Schoo!, Class of 1999) . The 
Lady Colts' haske!ball program is one of the most storied in the Ohio 
Valley and Ellison is a major reason why. 

Ellison was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Colts, twice earn
ing first-team all-Ohio accolades en route to her honors and eventual 
basketball scholarship to \Vhee!ing Jesuit University, 

She's currently Meadowhrook's second all-time girls' leader in points 
{1,363) and rebounds (850) and the all-time leader in steals (506) and 
assists (472). Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single.game record 
for 44 points, which she netted as a senior against John Marshall. 

During that senior season, Ellison averaged 24.1 points and 14.6 rebounds per game en route 
to every first-team award imaginable. She was first-team all-Ohio iri Divisiori JI, Eastern District 
Playerof the Year; AH-District 12; Playerof the year in the East Central Ohio League ruid first
team all-OVAC. She was a!so chosen for the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star games. 

As n junior, Elllson poured in 19 points, grabbed JO rebounds, passed out 5.7 assists and 
snared 5.5 steals per game en route to firsHenm all-everything. She was ulso named honorable 
mention nil-USA Today, 

If basketball wasn't enough, Ellison is also one of the finest softball players to ever wear a 
Lady Colts' unifonn. She batted better than .400 every year of her career. Ellison was a three
time all-Ohio softball selection and four-time all-district pick. She was player of the year, as a 
sophomore, in the ECOL after batting .506 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBI. 

At Wheeling Jesuit, Ellison scored 1,273 career pints, grabbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389 
assists and made 218 steals and blocked 42 shots. A four-year letterwinner, she was a two-year 
captain for the Lady Cardinals and was twice named to the nll-WVIAC squad. 

After her playing career at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching position at Shenandoah where 
she served as an assistant for a season before ascending to the head coaching job. She was with 
the Lady Zeps for three seasons, posting a 54-17 record while reaching three district tourna
ments, She also had brief coaching stints nt Franklin Heights and O!entangy Orange. 

Kenny Howell (Athlete - 2000s) 
Ken11yHoll'el/(St. John Central High School,Class of2000). It didn't 

matter U1e season or the sport for this fonner Irish standout. 
However, it was in track and field where Howell made his greatest 

impact despite only participating in the sport for three years because he 
played baseball as a freshman. 

After being encouraged to give track and field a try, Howell became 
the area's most decorated male thrower, shining in the discus and shot 
put. 

Howell was a three-time all-Ohioan in the discus. He placed thlnl in 
the state his first season in the circle and then captured the CO\'eted Division Ill state cham
pionship in 1999, As a senior. Howell was undefeated until the state meet when he settled 
for silver despite a personal-bes! throw of ! 80 feet. That mark still stands as the best ln Ohio 
Valley history, Along with his efforts in the state competition. Howell was a three-time OVAC 
Cham pl on in the planer e,·enl. 

Howell placed fifth in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a two-time OVAC 
champion in the irtm•bal! event. 

Howell also ran on high quality sprint relay teams for the Irish. 
On the football field, Howe!! etched his name into St. John Central history as a three-year 

starter for squads which combined for n 25-6 record and qualified for the playoffs in 1999 
after a 9-1 season. 

llowell was the primary running back for the Irish. amassing 1.500 yards as a junior en route 
to second-team all-Ohio status. He was first-team all-stater as a senior when he ran for better 
than I ~lOO yards and was twice named to the OVAC's first team. 

Howell was also a three-year starter for the Irish basketball program. 

Denver Williams (Athlete - 1990s) 
De11ver Williams (Cadiz High School. Class of 1996). When it comes to 

,; speed, there have been very few, if any, faster than Williams. 
Regardless if it was on the track or on the football field, Williams was 

consistent!)' running away from the opposition. 
Williams was a four-year regular in both track and football for the 

Cardinals. On the oval, Williams wrote his name into Ohio Vallev history 
in both the !OD-meter and 200-meter dashes. • 

He wasted little time in making a name for himself. lie won the Division 
III state 200-meter dash title as a freshman in 1993. He proceeded to win 
three more. making him one of just five athletes in state history to win the 
same event four straight years. 

\Villinms didn't stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division Ill JOO-meter crowns to his 
resume in both his junior and senior seasons. Williams ran his personal-best times of 10.55 
and 21.50 to win the gold medals as a senior. and both still stand as all-time OHSA.A and Ohio 
Valle)' records. 

On the football field, Williams also sparkled. earning first-team all-Ohio and all-Eastern 
District twice, He owns the Cadil school record for career rushing yards with 4,479. 

After his prep career, Williams accepted a football scholarship to the University of Kentucky 
where he also ran 1rack. lie red-shined as a freshman and then transferred to Youngstown State 
where he helped the Penguins win the NCAA Division I-AA National Championship.All told. 
he lettered four years at YSU in football and three in track. 

For the Penguins' track team, \Villiams was the 200-meter runner-up in the Mid-Continent 
Conference and was apart of school records in the indoor 4.t400 and sprint medley. 

Williams has now entered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohio Northern and 
Heidelberg. Currently. he's working as a football coach and track coach at Trinity Colkge in 
Hartford. Conn. 
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After high school, Howell accepted a track scholarship to West Virginia University, but 
eventually transferred to 'Ille Ohio State University where he completed his career and degree, 1-------------------------------
lle now resides in Columbus and works in the construction business. 

Thomas E. Rataiczak (OVAC Famlly) 
Thomas E. Ratairwk (Bellaire High School. Class of 1964). Succeeding 

the late Sam Mumley and his friend-to•all. get-it-done allitude as the guid
ing force of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference would not be an easy task, 
but it"s one that Rataiczak has done with tremendous vision and class... 
and then some. 

"Raf' has been Uie de facto head of the OVAC as Executive Secretury 
since 1999, and under his leadership, the bi-state conference has grown 
to nn all-time high of 50 member schools from Ohio and West \11rginia. 

During Rataiczak's watch, the Conference has grown by leaps and 
bounds in a variety of areas. Among them have been the fonnation of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
and the OVAC Sports Museum (both located in WesBanco Arena in Wheeling); instituting 
boys' and girls' basketball tournaments and expanding many of the other events. most notably 
the revised fonnat of the track championships; creating an All•Conference Academic Team 
in conjunction with Ohio University Eastern; the creation of an official OVAC website; stan
dardizmg all championship awards; developing a meet director's handbook: computerizfag a!l 
financial accounts; providing countless SpomWorld speakers to the area for more Uian 600 
school assemblies, raising more than $:!50,000 to bring them in at no cost to U1e Conference; 
and placing Ute Conference on solid financial ground through a partnership with Scholastic 
Sports Marketing. 

A retired Bellaire High School teacher, he sen·ed as a "Founding Father" and Director of 
the BBS Sports Foundation and has been chainnan ofU1e Bellaire Wall of Fame/Hall of Fame 
Comminee for more than 20 years. Rataiczak has been the Big Reds· basketball scorekec-per 
for 43 years, working at more than l ,700 consecutive varsity and junior varsity games. In fact, 
the OVAC's Scorekeeper/Timer Award presented annually at the OVAC AU.Star Basketball 
Classic is named in his honor. 

He has also scr\'Cd more U1an 30 yearn as the BHS record-keeper, publishing extensive media 
guides for both football and basketball. 

TI1e recipient of the Bellaire Alumni Association's Outstanding Alumnus Award in 1992, he 
graduated from West Liberty State College and obtained a master·s degree from We5t Virginia 
University. He rccei\"ed the Roben S. McKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club in 2010 and his most recent undertaking was being elected to the Bellaire Boom of 
Education in 2012. 

Tim McCoy (OVAC Contributor) 
Tim McCoy (Jefferson Union High School, Class of 1978). For a quarter of 

a century. McCoy has taken the lead role in expanding broadcast and internet 
Co\·erage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specifica!!y those of tlie Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference. 

Those effons have helped give thousands of area high school athletes 
tremendous exposure. with countless thousands of viewer.; able to watch the 
valley's best perform in the athletic realm. 

Among U1e many highlights has been lh•e TV coverage of various all-star 
contests, most notably the Rudy Mumley OVAC All•S!ar Charity Football 
Classic from Wheeling lsland Stadium and the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling 
Championships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. At one time, WTOV:fV9 also aired the 
Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. 

Other events include the football "Game of the Week" broadcasts (replays of area gamc-s fol
lowing the comprehensive "Sports Friday" shows); in-depth pre•season football team previews 
and the "Big 22" awards banquet in December. WTOV-TV9 also has an e.ttensive internet 
football supersite available. 

McCoy became Vice-Prc-sident and General Manager of \\TOV•TV9 in 1994. Prior to that, 
he served as the station's Operations Manager for six years 

He began his career in television as n Production Technician at WNEO-TV in Kent from 
1979-82. He first joined WTOV as a Promotion Producer from 1982-85 and lhen spent two 
years at NBC affiliate WLEX-TV in Lexington, Kentucky as Promotions and Creative Sen·ices 
Director where he received two ADDY awards. 

He has served on various boards in the Ohio Valley, including as president and campaign 
chainnan of Uie United Way of Jefferson County, the St. John Arena. the Steubenville Rotary 
and the Steubenville City of Murals, He is also a member of T11e Friends of Wheeling, the 
Eastern Ohio Valley Tech Prep Consortium, Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce, the 
\\/heeling Area Chamber of Commerce, Franciscan University of Steubenville, Historic Fon 
Steuben and the Jefferson County WIND Team. He was named 1995 City of Murals "Volunteer 
of the Year"; the Community Leadership Award from the Franciscan University of Steubenville; 
a Community Award from the Steubenville branch of the NAACP; and the One in a Million 
Award from the Stcubem·ille Million Man March Committee.awards. 

He was the J 997 Robert S. McKe!vey Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Richard 'Hoot' Gibson (Media) 

Richard "Hoof' Gibso11 (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1970)_ 
He began his career in the local media in 1981 and has spent 32 years on 
the staff at The Times Leader, serving as II sports writer and for a brief 
time as Sports Editor and also as Area News Editor. 

Gibson has written countless columns covering high school, college 
and professional sports and instituted the All-Times Leader teams in all 
high school sports. 

He has covered OVAC contests in nearly every sport and at most 
conference schools over the years, including OVAC All-Star games in e,·ery sport. 

Gibson has been seen at countkss sporting events not only locally, but around the country, 
He's covered several NCAA men·s basketball "Final Four" games, many \Vorld Series and 
MLBAll·StarGames. 10 Super Bowls and 18 college football bowl games. !!e's also authored 
countless stories on the Ohio State Buckeyes nnd the West Virginia fl.fountaineers and served 
one year as the beat \Vriter for the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

He received the OH SAA Media Sen ice Award for the Eastern District in 2000 ru1d has won 
several Ohio Prep Sports Writers Assod!ltlon awards over the years. 

Gibson was also a freelance writer for several years for BasketbaU Weekly magazine based 
out of Detroit, Michigan. 

Gibson, who attended Harding Unh"erslty in Arkansas, also spent several years as a local 
baseba!l, basketba!l and volleyball official and served as manager of the Fairpoint-Neffs ball
club of the Ohio Valley Baseball League. 

He served three years in the United States Navy (1976•78). working in communications 
for Command 6th Heet Europe while stationed in Italy and touring both Europe and nonhem 
Africa. 

Nick Aloi (Coaci><~l 
Nick Aloi (Midland (Pa,) High School, Class of 1962). His coaching 

career began with a three -year stim at his alma mater. f\.Iidland (Pa.) Lincoln 
High. where be led the team to a state runner-up finish in 1986. He was 
named Class A "Coach of the Year'' in we stem Pennsylvania in 1985, 

Aloi's coaching stay at East Liverpool began in 1986 and spanned 20 
years. longer than any basketball coach in school history. He compiled a 
career record of 326-121, an impressive winning percentage of 73'iL 

llis Potter-coached teams won four Ohio Valley Athletic Conference clmm
pionships ( 1991, '94, '95 and '99); nine sectionaftitles; sh district crowns and 
one regional championship with an OIISAA State '•Final Four" Appearance in 
1999. ·me '99 team finished with a 23-2 record, falling to Shaker Heights (71•63) in the Division 
I state semifinals. 

He was selected Ohio Division I "Coach of the Year" in 1996 by the Ohio lligh School Basketball 
Association and 1999 by The Associated Press; was the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association 
"Coach of the Year·' 11 limes. Eastern District "Coach of the Year" seven times and received similar 
honors in Columbiana County numerous times. 

He was previously inducted into the East Liverpool l!igh School Athletic Jlall of Fllffie, the Beaver 
County Sports Hall of Fame. the Midland High School Spotts lla!l of Fame and the District 5 
Basketball Coaches Association llall of Fame. 

Among Aloi's attributes were consistency, continuity and commilment, evident in the fact that he 
never missed an open gym, practice, scrimmage or game during his playing or coaching careers. 
He also started the popular "Potter Holiday Classic," a tournament known for quality competition, 
and conducted the "Linle Potters Clinic" yearly for the districfs elementary and middle school 
students free of charge. 

As an athlete, Aloi was the leading scorer, MVP and team captain of Midbnd's 1962 unde-------------------------------1 feated basketball team. earning All-WPIAL and All-State recognition. lie the11 went to Bowling 
Green State University wliere he was a three-year starter and team co-captain, m·ernging 15 
points pn game. Aloi earned his bachelor's degree from Bowling Green and later obtained his 
master's degree from Duquesne University. He was drafted by the St. Louis Hawks of the NBA. 

Jim Thomas (Coaches) 
Jim Thomas (Wheeling Central Catholic High School. Class of 1963). 
l11e highly-regarded "JT" is the founh-winningest coach in Ohio Valley 

history behind Reno Saccoccia, Jay Circosta and the fellow flail ofFamer 
George Strager with a 35-year record of 235-134-2. He wound up only 35 
wins off of the all-time West Virginia slate record for football conching 
victories (267). 

His first head coaching stint came at old Yorkville High where he spent 
three years (1968-70). guiding the Ductillites to an unbeaten season in 
1970. 

He then assumed the head coaching position as Wheeling Central 
(1971-80), and moved on to Wheeling Park for six seasons (1981-86), From there. it was 
back to his alma mater for a second stint, this time guiding the Maroon Knights from 1987· 
2004. 

He coached teams to seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships ( 1974, 1976, 
1978, 1979, 1990, 2000 and 2004) and fom West Virginia state title. The Maroon Knights 
were Class AA state champs at the first "Super Six" erent in Charleston in 1979 and they 
won the Class A crown in 2000, 2002 and 2004. The 2000 team set a school record for wins 
(13-1). 

He also coached the West Virginia squad four times in the Rudy Mmnley OVAC Charily 
All-Star Football Classic. 

Thomas was voted the West Virginia All-Sport "Coach of the Year" for 2004-05 and the 
OVACA!l-Sport "Coach of the Year'' in both 1980and2003. He was also The Intelllgencer's 
"Coach of the Year" ln 1979 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan "Man of the Year" in 
2001. 

He earned his bachelor's degree from West Liberty State College and a master's degree 
from \\'est Virginia University. 

Thomas passed away in 2005 at the age of 60. 

Don Zinni (Ollicials) 
Don Zilmi (Yorkville High School, Class of 1954). He began his offi

ciating career in 1970 as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Football 
Officials, remaining active until 1991. 

He officiated at the district, regional and state level in the WVSSAC 
playoffs from 1975-90. working the 1977 Class AAA State Championship 
Game.; and he worked games at the regional and state semifinal level in 
the OHS AA during that same time span. 

Zinni officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic four times (three as referee and one ns back judge) and worked 
the OHSFCA North-South All-Star Classic in Massillon in 1982. 

A member of the OHSAA Footbal! Advisory Committee for four years and a Past 
President and Rules Interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, Zinni became 
OVAC Football Commissioner in 1995 and held that position until retiring in 2012 as the 
longest-tenured individual to serve in that capacity,. 

While serving as OVAC Football Commissioner, the affable Zinni expanded officiating 
crews from four men to five; expanded the officiating base to include several areas on both 
sides of the river including Wheeling, Weirton-Steubenville, Mason-Dixon, Parkersburg
Mariella, Columbiana County, Cambridge-Zanesville and Columbus; established rating of 
crews by coaches during the season nnd by the Commissioner after the season; served as a 
clearinghouse for schools seeking opponents for schedule openings: and assigned officials to 
the Rudy Mumley OVAC AH-Star Charity Football Classic by position rating. 

Zinni also spent several years in the coaching ranks. He first served as junior high nnd 
freshman basketball coach from 1958-65; was an assistant football coach at Yorkville lligh 
from 1959-65; was the head coach at Yorkville from 1965-70; and then was the high school 
principal from 1970-72. 

He is also a member of the OVAC !fall of Pnme Committee. 
As a high school athlete. Zinni was a four-year le!!erman in baseball a two-year lettennan 

in football and a one-year letterman in basketball at Yorkville. 

John Howell (Ollicials) 
Jo/111 Howefl (Lancaster Fairfield Union High School, Class of 1967). 

When it comes to high school basketball officials, Howell is among the 
most recognized individuals throughout the Ohio Valley. After all, during 
a 38-year officiating career, he worked in practically every gymnasium ont 
there. 

Howell became a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved 
Basketball Officials in 1972. He served as secretary of the board for 14 
years; as a training class instructor for 14 years: as rules interpreter for 16 
years and assigned junior varsity officials for 14 years. 

He served as the OVAC's Assistant Basketball Commissioner from 1983-
94 and became the Basketball Commissioner in 1995, a role he still has today. 

Howell worked his first varsity basketball game in 1974 {Paden City vs. St Marys) and his 
final appearance on the hardwood came March 11, 2009 in a West Virglnla Class AA Regional 
game at Phlllip Barbour High School. 

Howe!! worked a total of 27 state tournaments; 14 Ohio boys (1987, '88, '90, '92, '94, '95, 
'96. '98, '99, 2000, '02. '04. '06.' 08); 5 Ohio girls (90, 91, 93, OJ, 03); 6 w,,st Virginia boys 
(88, 91, 94. 97, 99, 03): and 2 West Virginia girls (83, 89). He also worked a total of 75 regional 
tournament games over the years. 

In 1993, Howell worked a W, Va. boys' state semifinal game in Charleston with Mike Coyne 
in morning and then and Ohio girls' semifinal game in Columbus with Roger Levi later same 
day, lie officiated the first three-man championship boys' game in Ohio in 11196 and the first 
3~man championship boys' game in W Va. in 1997, 

Howell received a hos! of awards over the years, including NFIOA {National Federation of 
Interscholastic Officials Association) Official of t!Je Year in West Virginia in 1992 and in Ohio 
in 1997; Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in 1991. Ohio District 12 Official of the Year in 
]992; West Virginia Official of the Year in 1994 and was the 2013 recipient of the OVAC's 
Robert Dawson Officials' Award. He was inducted into the OIISAA Officials Hall of Fame 
in 2003. 

In addition to basketball, Howell has worked as a track official since 1972, s~n-ing in various 
capacities o\·er the years at OVAC meets as well as at the Bellaire Relays and Shadyside Relays, 
and he has handled the position of clerk at those meets for the last 15 years. 

While not nn on.field official in football, Howell served as the OVA.C's Assistant Football 
Commissioner under Ha!! of Farner Evan Reese from 1983-94. 

Harry 'Moo' Moore (Athlete -1940,) 
llarry "Moo" Moore (Moundsville High School, Class of 1948). The 

6-foot-2 forward set school career scoring records which lasted 18 years 
until broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Farner Bob Hummel!. He scored 
I ,700 career points in four seasons and he also set the all-time Trojan single
game record of 54 points, including 25 goals, in a 101-17 rout of Cameron. 

lie earned first team, one·class All-State as a senior and was twice a first 
team A!l-OVAC largest Class AA honoree. He also was the first state High 
School Player of the Year honoree in selections made from 1948-60 by the 
Tri-Stnte Independent Tournament held in Sistersville. 

Moore led the Trojans to records of 15·2 in 1948 and 19-3 in 1946 when 
the team advanced to the W.Va. region finals. 

He earned a scholarship to West Virginia University where he played on thrc:e varsity teams 
with a combined 60-20 record, including a Southern Conference regular season and tournament 
championship. Moore's 84 percent career free throw percentage ranks No. 2 all-time at WVU. 
He averaged 12.8 points a game as a senior and was selected honorable mentilln All,America. 

He also was chosen in the shth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Nationals. 
He served in the Army infantry from 1953-55 and was selected to play in the 1954 armed 
forces Pan-American Games in Mexico and Internntional Games in Gennany. In 2007, he was 
inducted into the \Vest Virginia University Sports Hall of Fame, 

Moore. who retired in 1995 from the oil industry, resides in Mounds,·i!le. 
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Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Athlete -1950s) 

Ro11 "Cy" Gof(frey (Martins FeIT)' High SchooL Class of 1956). 
The 6-foot--5 strmgbean set school scoring records which remain on 
the books fo'. more than 50 years. He shattered Purple Rider career, 
season and smgle game marks set in 1944 by legendary OVAC Hall 
of Farner Ale" Groza. His records include current standards of 1~100 
career points, a 32.4 point per game nonn as a senior, and twice scoring 
51 points in a game against Wheeling and Benwood Union. The single
game mark has been tied, the others unbroken. lie earned All-Ohio and 
A!l-OVAC honors in 1956 at the Purple Riders went I 8·6 with sectional 
and district titles before bowing 10 Canton McKinley, 57°54, in regional p!ay. 

He earned a scholarship to the Unl\·ersity of Miami, where he scored 1.384 career points 
as the Hurricanes went 61-18 in his three varsity seasons.111e 1960 NCAA Tournament team 
went 2J-4 and the 1961 NIT Tournament squad ended 20-7 as Godfrey earned honorable 
mention Alkt\merica. 

_He !_ater served ns head coach for four seasons of the Hurricanes before resigning in 1971. 
!hs pnze _ri.uteg~ was fu)ure_ ~asketball Hall of Farner Rick Barry. Godfrey has been inducted 
mto the Umverslly of Mmm1 Spons !!all of Fame and the Atlantic Coast Conference Legends 
Class of 2012 although he never played an ACC game, Miami is currently a member of the 
ACC. Godfrey resides in Corn! Springs, Ra. 

Jim Brown (Athlete - 1960s) 
Jim Rrow11 (Manins Ferry High School. Class of 1961). A two-spon 

Purple Rider standout, he is the first OVAC athlete honored primarily 
for golf, In the OVAC alklass tournament, he impro\·ed each year to 
place fourth. third. second and first his four years. He also won three 
OVAC Ohio-side titles. lie won lhree Ohio district crowns after placing 
second as a freshman. In the Ohio stale tournament. he impro\·ed each 
season· I 1th, 8th, 6th and 4th as a senior. His career match record was 
43-4, including 13-1 as a senior after marks of 9-2, 11-0 and 10-1. He 
was medalist in 39 of 47 career matches. 

In basket~all, the 5,foot-11 guard was a two-time All-OVAC Class AAA choice. twice All
Eastern Ohio (co-captain as senior) and All-Ohio second and third team in two wire service 
selections. He was co-captain in the Ohio Norrth-South All--Star Game. 

He earned a scholarship to play go!f and basketball at Ohio State and became OSU's No.I 
golfer, and senior team captain, and a three-year varsity basketball letterman. 

After six years coaching at Rollins College in Florida and Kent State, he returned in 1973 
to become Ohio State's ninth golf coach. He remained for 36 seasons as the longest tenured 
coac~ in any sport ~t OSU. His tca11_1s won 17 Big Ten titles and the 1979 NCAA champi
onship among JI NCAA Top 10 fimshes and 31 appearances. A three-time Big Ten Coach 
of the Year. he won national honors in 1979 and 1986. lie has been inducted into the Golf 
Coaches of America Hall of Fame and the Ohio State Athletics Hall of Fame. Brown splits 
retirement time between Columbus and Florida. 

Rhonda Noble (Athlete -1970s) 
Rhonda Noble (St. Clairsville Jligh School, Class of 1979). She was 

one of the first three-sport female athletes in Ohio Valley annals, She 
was also one of the best. 

Noble not only starred in volleyball, basketball and softball for the 
Lady Red Devils, but she was also just as impressive in the realm of 
academics. Noble's many talents helped elevate the Lady Red Devils 
to team success. 

As a senior, she led St. C.'s volleyball team to the regional tourna
ment. It was a milestone achievement ns it marked the first time an 
Eastern Ohio team e\"er advanced to the Sweet 16. The Lady Red Devils were also crowned 
oy.•\C champions that season. Noble was voted the team's most valuable p!a;er that cam
paign. an honor she also landed as a sophomore. As dominating as she was m volleyball, 
Noble may haw been even more•so in basketball. In leading St. C to the OVAC champion
ship her senior campaign, Noble landed every conceivable honor, She was voted, all·OVAC 
~ll-District, all-Valley and all-Ohio. She was named the team's MVP and was chosen to pla}: 
m the OVAC A!l,S!ar Game. ln softball, she was a three-year lctterwinner and was again 
named MVP as a senior. 

Her St. C. career featured 10 athletic letters and being voted the school's female athlete of 
the year for 1978-79, She was also a member of the St. Clairsville National Honor Society, 
She was inducted into the St. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008. 

After receiving her St. C. diploma, Noble went from one hilltop to another. She chose 
West Libcny State College to continue her athletic and academic pursuit and she was a 
rn:e three-sport performer in college. She was an impact performer early on for tl1e Lady 
lhlltoppers volleyball program. She was named al\·WVIAC as a sophomore,junior and 
senior. She helped lead WLSC to the conference crown in 1981. All-conference honors and 
Nob!~ became synonymous. She earned alJ.WVIAC plaudits in basketball as a senior and 
as a Junior and senior in softball. She was inducted into the West Libeny University Hall 
of Fame in 2000. She returned as West Libeny's head volleyball coach from 1986-1995. 
During that tenure, she was twice (1987 & 1981) voted WVIAC Volle}·ball Coach of the 
Year. Noble is the chairperson of West Libeny's Depanment of Health & Jfoman perfor
mance in the College of Education. 
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Ken Vargo (At~lete -1950s) 

Ken l'argo(Manins Ferry High School. Class of 1952tA three .. sport. four
year ~urple Rider athle~e .... \\ho was team captain in football and basketball as 
a semor and a track team member. A 6-foot, 184-pound center-linebacker in 
football. he earned first team Associated Press All-Ohio defense as a senior 
and was selected captain of the All•OVAC and AU-Valley "Big Schoor· 
honor rolls, TI1e 1951 All-Valley selections were the first ones selecting Big 
and Small School teams. Vargo, a 48-minute pla}'Cf, also was a two-time All
Eastern Ohio selection at center. 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State Universitv where he became a three
year regular at center and Buckeye co-captain aS a senior when he earned 
firs.t team All-Big !en Conference with two teammates in the College Footha!I Hall of Fame . 
Heisman Trop_hy wmner Howard tHopalong) Cassaday and Outland Trophy winner Jim Parker. 
Vargo played m the 1956 Hula Bow!. 

As a junior, he was a regular on a I0-0 record team which won the Rose Bowl 20-7, over USC 
and was named the AP National Champions. ' 

Vargo was drafted in the nimh round bv the Chicago Bears of the National Football Lea~ue but 
opted to play in Canada with the Ottawa' Rough Riders where he was Canadian FootbaJ(Le~gue 
All-Star linebacker in his 1956 rookie season. 

After his playing career, he remained in Canada and resides in Ottawa. 

Larry Marmie (Athlete. 1960s) 
Larry Marmie (Barnesville High School, Class of 1960).An All·Ohio 

quarterback for the Shamrocks. he also earned All·OVAC honors ln football 
and All-Eastern Ohio honors in basketball and football as a senior. He also 
was selected All-Valley "Small School'' first team quanerback. 

Playing for coach Bob {Smokey) Wion on a 7-2 record team as a senior in 
1959, Marmie was selected to the UPI All-Ohio Class AA team and played in 
the 1960 Ohio•West Virginia AII-Stlr game. The 1959 Shamrocks a\'eraged 
30.4 P,Oints a game with Mannie rushing for 626 yards and passing for 566 
yards m a balanced attack. 

In 1960. he walked on at Ohio State University and was a member of the 
freshman team before transferring for his final three years at Eastern Kentucky Uni\'erslty. A 
four-year starter at quarterback, he was team captain and MVP as a senior and set seven school 
records. 

After five college assistant coaching jobs. he joined Arizona State as defensive coordinator in 
I 9~5_and became he~d coach fo~ four years from 1988-91, After stops at Tennessee and UCLA, 
he Jomed !he professional coachmg ranks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Cardinals. lie then 
joined the St. Louis Rams (2004-05) and Seanle Scahawks (2006-09). Last season was his 47th 
year in coaching. 

fie currently resides in California. 

Peri Powell (Athlete· 1970s) 
Peri Powell (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1979). She distinguished 

herself a_s a superb college softball player. llnfonunately for Powe!!, her high 
school did not field II prep softball team. 

l11at didn't stop her, however, from being an exceptional mhlete for lhe 
Purple Riders, lettering in three spons. 

Powell still rates as one of the finest basketball players, male or female. in 
Manins Ferry history. She poured in 1,404 points in her prep career. In the 
process, the dvnamite guard was accorded all-Ohio honors us a junior and 
senior. She waS also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was 
captain of the All-Valley team that same year. 

Powe!\ displayed her versatility by lettering four years in volleyball for the Ferrians while also 
leuering three years in track and field. 

Softball c~me to the forefront at th~ next ]e\"el. as ~owell ean:ed a full scholarship to the College 
of SteubenHlle.- As fate would have It, the college did away wl!h the program after two years. 

Powell remamed undaunted, however. She simply took her \'ast softball skills to West Liberty 
State College, It was a move that paid quick. albeit, shon dividends. Powell earned first-team all 
WVJAC accolades in softball for the Lady Hill toppers. She opted, however, to leave West Liberty, 

It was n?t th~ end _of her collc~iate expl?i(S, as she decided to pl~ her trade at Wheeling College 
(now Jesmt Umverslty), She scnpted a bnlhant two-year career with the Lady Canlinals. 

She gained aU-WVIAC honors both seasons and was named conference player of the year as 11 
senior. She batted .437 that year. Powell played in the NAIA national tournament in San Antonio, 
Texas. Powell was rnted NAIAAJI-Amcrican, the first Lady Cardinal atl1lete to ever gain that dis
tinction. Wheeling College retired her softball jersey in 1987, 

After her playing days, Powell distinguished herself in the coaching ranks. She scrved as Wheeling 
College hem! sofl~all coach for two years. being named the WVI;t\C Coach of Uie Year, only to have 
the college discommue the program. Powell cwrently sen'es as assistant softball coach at Martins Ferry. 

Mark Emmerling (Athlete -1980s) 
Mark Emmer/fog (East Liverpool High Schoo!,Class of 1989). Wrestling 

mid Emmerling are synonymous. 
Ile is the unquestioned greatest grappler the Columbiana County-based 

school has ever produced. Moreowr, he is one of the most successful in 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference annals. 

Emmerling reached rarified air in January of 1989, Tiiat is when the 
talented and gritty Potter became only the second wrestler to win four 
OVAC mat championships, the other being legendary Hall of Farner Bobby 
Douglas. Emmerling established an East Liverpool school record, chalking 
up 135 career wrestling victories. He also owns Potter school records for 
most high school tournament places (24), most pins (100) and most dual-match victories (92). 

His fou!1h OVAC Tournament title also brought him the coveted David Bierkortte Award, 
e~b!ematic as the toum~y's MVP. Em'flerling captured three sectional championships, three 
9ist_nct crown~ and~ regional crown. His state tournament hopes were dashed by injuries as a 
Jum~r and semor. lhs 1:1a! success was widely embraced_ by the East Liverpool community. He 
received the Lou Venditti Award as the school outstandm 0 wrestler while also hein<> honored 
by the city's mayor with "Mark Emmerling Day" on Feb.<>6. 1989. " 

His prep prowess led him to West Virginia University where he earned two mat letters for 
the Mountaineers. 

lie a!so perforn1ed well in cross country, earning four letters for the Poners. and excelled in 
the classroom, being inducted in the school's National Honor Society. 
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Blaine Rose (Athlete. 1980s) Sylvia Crawley (Athlete· 1990,) 

Blai11e Row (Stanton High School. Class of 1984}. In its heyday, Sylria Crawley (Steubenville High School, Class of 1990). Utilizing her 6 
Stanton boasted some of the premier athletes in the Ohio Valley, but ft. 4 frame, there wasn't much this Big Red product couldn"t do on a basket-
none were better than Rose. He was a three-sport standout, who pos- ball floor. Playing primarily at center, Crawley developed into one of the best 
sessed decathlete-like talents in track while also skilled enough to earn post players Steubenville and the Ohio Valley has ever seen. A three-year 
a Division I football scholarship. leuerwinner, Crawley enjoyed her finest campaign as a senior when she aver-

Rose could Yirtually do it alL whether 011 the gridiron, basketball aged 17,9 points a game and led the Ohio Valley with 19.4 rebounds and an 
court or in the track arena, \Vhen the dust settled on his success··laden astounding 7.3 blocked shots. Crawley, who also lettered in track and field, 
prep career, Rose opted to continue his athletic and academic career at ended her prep career with 978 points, 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots. 
the liniversity of Maryland, where he enjoyed a superb football career. For her efforts, Crav..ley was twice named to the all-OVAC Class AAA 

The 6 ft. 5, 210-pounder was Stanton's only three-sports all-Valley first team and she captained the Ohio-side all-Valley squad as a senior after 
first-team selection. He was also selected by The Intelligencer as the 1983-84 Ohio Valley earning ,econd team honors as a junior. 
All-Sports athlete of the year. \Vhile scoring, rebounding and blocking shots at will, the recruiting picked up steam for Crawley. 

Rose was a three-year starter in football, starring as a tight end and defensive end. lie who received offers from North Carolina State, Indiana, Tellas A&M, Minnesota and numerous 
was selected as captain of the all-Valley Small School team as a senior. a season i11 which others, but she settled on the liniversity of North Carolina. For the Tur Heels, Cra\dey scored 1,158 
he collected more than 100 tackles and caught 23 passes for four touchdowns in a ground- points, grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shots, while starting IOI career gan1~s. Her crowning 
oriented offense. achievement, howe\·cr. came as a senior when she was named team captain and help~d lead l!NC to a 

Rose used his great size and athleticism to sparkle in basketball, finishing his career with 33-2 record and the NCAA National Championship. Crawley averaged 13.6 points and 52 rebounds 
1,052 points. He was accorded first-team all-OVAC and a!!-valley plaudits while being per game that season. Crawley was named /I.CC Defensive Player of the Year three times. She was 
named third-team all-Ohio. He averaged 18.1. points and 14,9 rebounds that campaign as an alternate for the l!.S. O!:,mpic Team in !996 and played on the national team for the 1999 U,S. 
Stanton finished with a sparkling 17-4 mark. Pan·Am Games and in the World l:ni\"ersity Games. North Camlina retired Crnwit'y's number (00) 

Rose earned the rare distinction of being a three-year all-Valley !rack selection. He and it's just one of 11 jerseys to hang from the rafters ill Cannichael Arena. 
excelled as a discus thrower, pole vaulter, high jumper while lending his speed to Red Craw!ey's hoop career rnntinued professionally, She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries. 
Raiders' relay teams. He was a 13-foot pole vaulter which was remarkable for his size while She pfayed in the now defunct ABL for five years and tl1en after playing in Europe, she played three 
also tossing the discus 145 feet, winning multiple OVAC titles in those events. seasons in the WNBA. During her time wi!h the Portland Power in the ABL, Crawley won a slam 

After picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculated to Maryland, lettering four years dunk contest with a blind-folded dunk.After he playing career, Crawley got into coaching. She served 
for the Terrapins. He was the backup tight end his first two years before landing the starting as an assistant at UNC mid Fordham before being hired as the head coach at Ohio University. She 
spot as a junior. By the time he was a senior, Rose had blossomed into a 6 ft. 5, 260·poundcr held that post for two seasons imd then accepted the Boston College job, resigning in March of .'.:012 
which resulted him moving to a starting guard sloL The move paid dividends as it earned him citing hcal!h reasons. 
entry into the NFL. He was on the New England Patriots' taxi squad in 1990 and the Miami 1---------------------------------~ 
Dolphins' ta,i squad in 1991. Rose's pro football days ended in 1992 when he played for the 
Orlando Thunder of the World Football League. 

Ben Taylor (Athlete· 1990s) 
Ben TaJ·for (Bellaire High School, Class of 1997). There's tough 

and then there's the way this Big Reds' all-Ohioan played throughout 
his career. 

It didn't matter what side of the ball, Taylor was heavily involved in 
the success of the Big Reds' football program in the mid 1990s. During 
Taylor's career, in which he earned three letters, the Big Reds compiled 
a 35-3 record. 

Two of those three losses came in the Ohio Division JV State 
Championship Game, During those seasons, Taylor saw time at line
backer, safety and wide receiver for Coach John Magistro's squad. Taylor. who was a first 
team all·Ohioan and a "Mr. Footbalr' finalists as a senior, finished his career with 348 tack
les and 12 interceptions on defense, He was also a mainstay in the passing game, catching 
130 passes for 1,679 yards and 12 touchdowns in his career. He was also an outstanding 
punter. He also owns the Bellaire single-season record for receptions in a season (70) and 
career. His career tackle number ranks third in Bellaire history and his 192 tackles in a 
season r!lllks second. His receiving yardage is fourth. Taylor was chosen for the Ohio Nortli
South All.Star Game and was chosen as a team captain. Ile also took part in the OVAC 
All.Star Game and captained that squad. 

lie landed a scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years. ll1e llokies were 39-9 
during Taylor's career in Blacksburg. En route to being named a semifinalist for the Butkus 
Award, which goes to the nation's premier collegiate linebacker, Taylor recorded 318 tack ks 
and seven career sacks. He was twice named all-American and all·Big East. After finishing 
the regular season undefeated in 1999, Taylor and the Hokies (who had Michael Vick at 
quarterback) played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National Championship against Florida 
State. The Hokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game after the 
2001 season. He was then drafted in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round, 
He spent four seasons at linebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green Bay 
Packers in 2006, but injuries ended his professional playing career. All told. he recorded 218 
career tackles in the NFL and had one interception. 

Along with Taylor's football abilities, he was a member of two OVAC Championship 
basketball teams coached by OVAC Hall of Farner Gene Ammirante. The 1997 Big Reds' 
hoop squad won the district title. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career and 
then ran track as a sprinter. 

Taylor was inducted to the Bellaire High School Hall of Fame in 2005, 
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Bethany Piccolini (Athlete. 2000,i 

Bethany Piuoli11i (St. ClairsYiHe High School, Class of 2001 ). It didn't matter 
the sport, this Lady Red Devils' product shined. A mainstay in basketball and a 
state champion in track and field. it was in volleyball where Piccolini really left 
her mark on the Lady Red Devils· athletic program. 

Picco!ini was a four-year ktterwinner for the Lady Red Devils, earning the 
team's Most Valuable Player honor botli as a junior and senior. Leading the 
Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Picco!ini was named first-team 
all-Ohio as a senior. On top of the honor, Piccolini was named the District 12 
Player of the Year and was a first team all-OVAC selection. She also captained 
the inaugural all-Times Leader team as a senior. As a junior. Piccolini earned 
firsHeam District 12. aJJ.OVAC first team and honorable mention all-Ohio. 

lier prowess in volleyball earned her a scholarship to Eastern Michigan Univers;i!y where she was 
a four•year lettmvinncr. She ranks !3th in B.1U career rankings in both kills and attempts and is 
eighth in block assists. Iler hining percentage of }78 ranks third and she onte had 10 blocks in a 
match, which is tied for 11th. 

In track, Piccolini utilized her jumping ability as a high ll!ld long jnmper. She\\ on the Division II 
state title in both events. She was a long jump champion as a junior and finished oecond !hat season 
in the high jump. Piccolini's al!-time best high jump of 5 ft. 9 is still the Division I!, Region 7 record 
as well as the besHver i11 the Ohio Valley, As a senior, Piccolini brought home U1e state gold in the 
high jump, clearing 5 ft. 7. Her mark of 18 ft. 1!1 in .. which ranks third all-time i:J the Ohio Valley, 
was good enough for third place. She also qualified to the stale meet in the 400 once and ran on 
sprint relays for the Lady Red Devils that also qualified for Uie state meet. Piccolini was also a five
time OVAC champion, She was chosen to take part in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions. 
placing second in the long jump. fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400. 

On the basketball court. Piccollni scored more than 1,000 points in her career and earned first•team 
all-Ohio as a senior when she scored 18 points a game, She was first-team all-OVAC as a senior and 
she was also chosen for the OVAC All-Star Game. She was twice named team 1'11VP. 

\\'hile at EMU, Piccolini joined the Eagles' track team and finished fifth in 1l1e Mid-American 
Conference Outdoor Championship Meet in the high jump. Piccolini gradu11ted from Eastern 
Michigan in 2006 wi!h a degree in Sports Medicine-Exercise Science. She then earned a doctorate 
of Physical Therapy from Wheeling Jesuit University in 2008. 

Jedidiah Stephen (Athlete. 2000,) 
Jedidinll Steplle11 (Shenandoah High School, Class of 2002). There isn't a 

sport you can name !hat this fonner Zep didn't shine in during his high school 
career. While earning all-Ohio in football and basketball, it was on the baseball 
diamond where Stephen experienced his greatest success, 

A four·year starter for the Zeps, Stephen was one of the finest hitters the Ohio 
Valley has ever seen. lie led the Zeps in hitting as a senior at 541, which still 
stands as the school's all•time best. For his career, Stephen batted .475. lie also 
had significant pop in his ba! as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit as a senior, 
which ranked second in Ohio that season, 

Stephen irmde an impact early in his baseball career, leading the Zeps in home 
runs (6) and average (.474) as a freshman. He was named to the all-Eastern Distric1 team three times 
and earned first-team all-Ohio as a senior. Along with that, he was named alJ.Q\'AC and all·PVC 
numerous times during his career. As a senior, he was named OVAC Class AAA Plaj erof !he Year and 
was chosen for the Mimno AU-Star Team. lie was a four-time recipient of the "Golden Bat Award." 

Stephen signed a baseball scholarship with llie Ohio State University and made an instant 
impact. A four-year !e!lemmn. he started 195 games at third base and shortstop mid batted .286 for 
his career. lie had !35 hits. !8 home runs, 95 RBI, scored 83 runs and drew 40 walks. A multiple
time all·Academic Big Ten selection, he was named second team all-conference as a senior, He 
had a brief stint as a professional. He was drafted in the eighth round oftl1e Major League Baseball 
Dmft by the Baltimore Orioles. 

Before settling strictly on base bull. Stephen was a four-year letterman in footbail. An outstanding 
punter and defensive back, Stephen had a brilliant senior season at quarterback, earning firsHenm 
all-Ohio, a!I-OVAC. all-PVC and an invitation to botl1 the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. 
lie finished his prep career with 4,110 yards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for 1992 yards 
and 32 touchdowns. On the defensive side. he picked off 19 passes. 

On the basketball court, Stephen helped guide the Zcps to a 50· 17 record during his career. He 
filled it up for 25 painls a game as a senior and finished his career with 1,278 poims. Jfe scored 549 
of those during his foml campaign. induding a single-game high of 55. Stephen was a first·te!llll 
all-Ohioan as a senior and earned Ohio Division Ill State Player of the Year hooors to go along 
wi1h Eastern District Player of the Year, all-OVAC and all-PVC He was ulso th~ Eastern District 
nomim .. -e for "Mr. Bidetbu!l" and look p.rr1 in both 1he North,South nnd OVAC -\ll·Star G:t.'Jles. 
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James Companion (OVAC Contributor) 
James F. Companion, Jr. (TI1e Llnsly School, Class of 1990), He 

established Scholastic Spons Marketing, LLC along with Bill Ihlenfeld 
in 2004 (he has been the sole owner since 2011) lo help high school 
leagues raise money to enhance the overall experience for high school 
studem-athlctes by developing revenue streams while fostering aware• 
ness of the athletic events, conferences and institutions. 

Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC began its association with the 
OVAC in the 2005-06 school year, overseeing marketing and promo
tions for the conference. Companion has secured local. regional and 
national sponsorships (among them the likes of McDonald's, Huntington Bank and Subway 
Restaurants) and not only acquires the sponsors, hm makes sure that the bills are paid. 

Thanks to SSM, more than $750,000 has been generated to help make the Conference run, 
including more than $218,000 relllm lo the schools through the baske1ba!! playoffs over the 
past seven year and more than $42,000 to provide certified trainers at every Conference
nm event. SSM has also served as the marketing ann for the West Virginia "Super Six'' 
State Football Championships since 2008 and, along with WTOV-TV9, directs the "OVAC 
Kickoff Night" each year. Prior to forming Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC, Companion 
perfonned marketing and promotion duties at both Davidson College and the University 
of South Carolina; served as an associate commissioner of the Big South Conference; and 
served on national Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators (NACMA) Board, 

Bob Roe (Coaches) 
Bob Roe {\\'arwood High School, Class of 1925). He did ii all in the 

athletic realm: a talented athlete; a multi-sport coach who succeeded at both 
die high school and college level; and even an official. 

At the time he retired from high school coaching in 1965 to take die 
West Llbcny State College job, Roe was die winningesl football coach in 
OVAC historv with a 182--122--31 reconl. He coached at Wnnvood High for 
10 years (1931-40) and d1en at \\l1eeling High for 24 seasons ( 1941-64). 

He was the winning co-coach (with Irwin Howell) of the first West 
Virginia-Ohio AU.Star Football Game in 1940, beating Ohio 13-7, He later 
served as the All-Star Game Director from I 946-62. 

He also led the \\l1eeling boys' track squad to three straight OVAC titles (1944-46) and a 
rare one-class W Va. state championship in 1946 (his teams were runner-up in 1943 and '44). 

At West Liberty, he coached the Hi!lloppers for nine seasons including an unbeaten season in 
1970 and in!o the NAIA playoffs in 1970 and '71 as West Virginia Conference champions. His 
WLcoaching record was 50-24-7. He was twice named WVC Coach of the Year. 

Roe was also a basketba!l official for 20 years, serving three tenns as president of the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. 

As an athlete, he was a team captain of the \Yarwood High football team and a four-year varsity 
perfonncr at Bethany College. 

Roe. who passed away in 1984, is a member of five other halls of fame - West Virginia State 
Sports, City of\,\'heeling, lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, West Liberty University and Bethany 
College. He was also the recipient of the OVAC Track Cal Giffin Awunl. 

Paul Rickards (Athlete. 1940s) 
Paul Rickardr (Wheeling High School, Class of 1944). He was a three

sport star who was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Roe as the best 
football player he ever coached. The 6-foot-1, 190-pounder played center 
as a sophomore before becoming II running-passing quarterback-tai!back
linebacker-r,unter for the Wildcats. He was the only !WO-lime first team, 
one-class a !-stater in 1942 and 1943 and was voted the top state passer 
for two years. As a senior, he comple1ed 60 passes - a rare total at the 
time - for nine TDs and rushed for 10 scores. He also was the team's top 
tackler. kick returner and punter, He earned nickname of "Pitching Paul" LI"'-----" 
because of passing in era or mos!ly mnning. 

In basketball, he was a three-year regular and helped lhe Wildcats win the state one-class 
ti!le as a junior when Wheeling capped 26-1 record by winning its final 21 games. He was 
first team All-OVAC on the first-ever selections and first team one-class all-state as a senior 
and second team as a junior 

1n track, he won a rare "double" in the one-class state meet, capturing the long jump and 
shot put for the state runner-up team. He also helped Wheeling win the first of three straight 
one-class OVAC crowns. 

Recruited for football by Pitt, he was a four-year lettennan who led the NCAA in passing 
yards as a freshman with a schooJ. .. record 897 yards. 

He also played one year in the NFL widi the Los Angeles Rams. He passed away in 1999. 

81 

Bill Brubaker (OVAC Family) 
Bill Bntbaker (f\.Iechanicsburg, Pa. High School, Class of 1974). Nol 

only has Brubaker enjoyed an ultra-successful 34-year stint as head swim
ming coach al lbe Linsly School, he's been a dri\'ing force behind the con
tinued growth of the spoil throughout the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

He has spent his entire high school coaching career at Linsly and has 
continued the school's amazing OVAC dominance in the pool. Brubaker's 
list of conference titles includes: combined titles (1981, '82, '83 and '84); 
boys titles (1985, '86, '87, '88, '89, '90, '91, '92. '99, 2003, '04, '5, '09, 
'10, '11, '12, '13); and girls titles (1990, '91, '93, '94. 2009, '11, '12, 13). 

He has coached four All-American swimmers - Ben Haz.!ett, Jenny 
Loew, llieron Pappas and Kevin Rosepappa - and has coached a total of 31 Academic All
Americans. Brubaker serves as the meet director of the OVAC Swimming Championships and 
the e\'ent was renamed the Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships in 2013. 

For "Brutt, swimming is a 365-day a year sport, everything from regular seasrn1 high school 
meets to summer meets to AAU competitions. 

As an athlete, Brubaker was II four-year letterman in swimming at Mechanicsburg High and 
a four•year letterman at West Vlrginia University. He served as team captain and won the John 
Law Awunl as the outstanding senior swimmer.After obtaining his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Education and Teaching from West Virginia University, he spent a year as an assistant coach with 
die Mountaineers' swim team and served one year as meet director of the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Swimming Championships. A teacher at Lins!y since 1980, he serves as chair of the Social 
Studies Department. 

Jim Potts (Coaches) 

Jim Potts (Buckhannon-Upshur High School, Class of 1964). Potts began 
teaching at Cameron in 1971 and he started the junior high wrestling program 
there diat year. He spent 31 years as head wrestling coach of the Dragons 
(1974-2005) and later returned as an assistant varsity coacl1 for several years. 
Potts compiled an impressive 363-944 dual meet record, winning 87 tourna
ment championships and finishing as runner-up on 36 occasions. In OVAC 
competition, Potts-led mat squads amassed 15 OVAC Class A tournament 
championships (1984, '91, '92, '93, '94,. '95, '96, '97, ·gs, '99, 2000, '01, 
'02, '03 and '05); finishing as the overall second or third place finisher as 
well, His teams also won 15 OVAC Dual Meet championships. Pons was 
named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year a total of 15 times. His 1996 team won the first Bob 
Sandler Sportsmanship Award. 

In state competition, Cameron won four consecutive WVa. Class AA/A chan1pionships (1991-
94) and finished as the numer-up three times. He was named West Virginia Class AAtA Coach 
of the Year five times (1989, '91, '92, '93 and '94). 

He received the OVAC's prestigious "~fr. Mat" awanl in 2008 for his dedication and service to 
the sport of wrestling and was inducted into the West Virginia 01apter of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame in 2007. 

He also served as head football coach at Cameron for 11 years, posting a 55-55 overall record 
including one appearance in the W. Va. Class A state semifinals. He coached W. Va. to a 22-14 
win over Ohio in die OVAC All-Star Football Classic in 1989. Potts also spent time as die hend 
track and baseball coach. 

As an athlete, Potts competed in three sports (wrestling, football and baseball) at Buckhannon
Upshur where he was a member ofd1e school's 1963 state championship football team and then 
played both football and baseball (a first team all-conference selection) at Glenville State College, 
earning his degree there in 1967. 

Jack Prettyman (Omcialsl 
Jack Prettyman (Moundsville High School, C!ass of 1958). One of the 

best-known officials in the Ohio Valley, he retired in 2007 after working 
43 years as II member of the Ohio Valley Board of A~proved Football 
Officials, spending two years as president, two years a vice-president and 
10 years on the Executive Board; and 20 years as a member of the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, serving as president and 
vice·president. 

He worked \VVSSAC playoff ~ames for 30 years, including the finals 
eight times, as well as the West Virginia North-South AH-Star Game; and 
spent 20 years working OHSAA playoff games plus the Ohio North-South 
All-Star Game, 

Prettyman officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All.Star Charity Football Classic five times 
and was the Honorary Referee at the game in 2008. 

He officiated West Virginia Conference games for 30 years in basketball and 27 in football, 
including 20 years al the finals in basketball and eight years of playoffs in football; and he 
also worked games in the Eastern 8 and Atlantic JO conferences for 25 years, including 10 
years of playoff ac1ion. 

Prettyman officiated thee years in the professional Indoor Football League, working the 
champmnship game in 2002. 

A resident of Glen Dale, he received the Robert Dawson OVAC Basketball Officials Award 
in 2002; a Special Achievement Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the lipper Ohio Valley 
in 2008 and several service awards from various officiating organizations. 

Mike Ingram (Athlete. 1950s) 
iUike Ingram (Bellaire High School, Class of 1957), Nicknamed "The 

Tank" because of his physical play as a 5-foot-9, 220-pound fullback
!inebacker, he was a three-sport Big Reds' stalwart in football, basketball 
and track. He led Bellaire to football records of7-3, 9-0-1, 7-3 and 5-5. 

He was a two-time AH-Eastern Ohio choice who was All-OVAC Class 
AA first team, All-Valley second team, and AP All-Ohio second team as 
a junior. 

Recruited by Ohio State coach Woody Hayes. he wns convened to an 
offensive guard-linebacker and became a three-year Buckeye starter and 
196 t team co-captain for the 8-0-1 record Big Ten Conference champions 
which were ranked No. 2 in both wire service polls. The 8-2 record 1960 team was ranked 
No.8. 

He earned first team All-Big Ten as II senior and played in the East-West Shrine game and 
Hula Bowl lame. He was drafted by the NH. Washington Redskins and AH. Boston Patriots, 
but didn't pay pro ball. He passed away in 1981. 
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Jim Kerr (Atldete -1950s) 

Jim Kerr (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1957) After playing 
quarterback as a junior, the first-year 6-foot, 180-pound running back 
Jed the Red Devils to a 7..0-2 record while leading the Ohio Valley in 
scoring with a school-record I SO points in nine games. He rushed for 
1,298 yards (8.3 yards per carry) and landed six pass receptions for 
81 yards. 

As a defensive back, he had seven pass interceptions and the speed
ster also returned kicks (7 kickoffs for 323 yards and five punts for 
133 yards). He earnedAII-Ohio,All.Valley,All-OVAC and All-Eastern 
Ohio football honors and he also competed in track. 

The multi-threat back earned a scholarship to Penn State where he was a three -year regu
lar running back-defensive back and kick returner on teams with records of 7-3, 9-2 and 
6-3-1. As a senior, he was the Nittany Lions' top rusher, pass receiver, kickoff returner and 
scorer. He scored three touchdowns against Anny. In his last two seasons, Penn State won 
the first two Liberty Bowls over Alabama and Oregon. 

He was drafted by the Washington Redskins and was a regular safety in his only !wo 
seasons. As a rookie, he led the Redskins in pass interceptions (7) and kickoff returns (14 
for 385 yards) before being slowed by a leg injury. He is deceased. 

James 'Junior' Moore (Athlete - 1960s) 
James "Junior" Moore (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). He 

was a three-sport Wildcat all-star in football, basketball and baseball 
who earned a football scholarship to Wake Forest. 

In football, the 5-foot-10, 170-pound running back-defensive back
kick returner was the OV's cop Class AAA rusher with 1,142 yards on 
189 carries with nine TDs plus 14 pass receptions for 181 yards and 
a score. He was first team All-Valley, All-OVAC, All.Mountaineer 
League and All-City Offense and Defense while earning second team 
Class AAA All-State while placing sixth in voting for the Kennedy 
Award. He was second team AH-Valley as a junior. 

A two-year basketball !ettennan on top Wildcat teams, the left-handed point guard led the 
1969 team in scoring (20 ppg), steals and assists as Wildcats went 19-1 in regular season 
to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked No. 2 in the final state regular season 
poll. He earned first team Class AAA All-State, A!I-OVAC, All-Valley, All-City and All
Mountaineer League. As a junior, he was sixth man on a Wildcat team which advanced to 
the state Class AAA semifinals. 

In baseball, he earned three letters as a first baseman-pitcher and started on the state one
class championship team as a junior. He earned second team one-class All-State twice and, 
as a senior, was first team All-Valley while leading the \Vi!dcats in hining (.446). 

At \Vake Forest, he Jed the freshman team in rushing before earning three varsity letters 
and helping the Deacons, as a sophomore, win their first-ever Atlantic Coast Conference 
title. He was a running back, wide receiver, defensive back and kickoff-punt returner. He 
averaged over 20 yards per kickoff returns for his career and had an 89-yard TD return vs. 
Virginia Tech as a junior. 

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - 1970s) 
Gordon "Charley" Gordo11 (John 1\-farshall High School, Class of 

1977). He was nothing short of outstanding for the Monarchs in three 
sports - track, wrestling and football. 

As a Weightman in track for the powerful JM thinclads, Gordon estab
lished the all•time Ohio Valley discus mark on the strength of his 166-9 
toss as a senior, a season in which he won the OVAC Class 3-Aand West 
Virginia state discus championships. He was second in the state shot put 
event with a heave of 52-4. As a junior, he was OVAC and state disctis 
runner-up to OVAC Hall ofFamer John Leon of Brooke. 

He grappled for OVAC Hall of Fame Coach Bill Hinegardner and scripted a senior season 
to remember, Gordon went undefeated, leading the Monarchs to the overa!l OVAC crown. 
He went on to cap his mat career with the W, Va. Class AAA heavyweight title. 

Gordon was also a standout on the football field, starting three years as an offensive line" 
man and linebacker. He received all-Mountaineer League and all-OVAC laurels as senior, 
although the Monarchs won just one game. 

The 6-2, 255-pounder received an offer lo walk on to the WVU football program. The 
move paid off as Gordon earned a full scholarship while starting two seasons on the offen
sive line and leuering three times. 

His senior season of 1980 marked the inaugural campaign for Coach Don Neh!en and new 
Monntaineer Field. He was elected as a co-captain that season. 

Mike Smith (Atldctc - 1980s) 
Mike Smith (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1983). He enjoyed 

both personal and team success as the first four-year basketball lettennan 
for the Warriors. 

Individually, Smith finished a stellar hoops career with 2,188 points, 
which ranks 23rd all-time in the OHSAA record book. 

He scored 25 points in his first varsity game as a freshman, fi11ishing 
with 254 points that season. He then displayed remarkable consistency, 
scoring 625 as a sophomore; 643 as a junior and 666 as a senior for a 
four-year average of 22.8 points per game. 

Smith was selected to the all.Ohio Class A first team three limes, 
including being named the "Player of the Year·• in 1983. He was also a three-time first team 
all-Eastern District and all.District 12 selection, named "Player of the Year" on both teams 
as a senior; and was a first team all.OVAC Class 'J..A honoree. He played in the OVAC All
Star Basketball Classic and the Ohio North-South All-Star Game following his senior sea
son. In addition to ranking as Trai!'s all-time leading scorer, he is also the leading rebounder 
with 643 and is third all-time in free throw percentage at 83,9 percent. 

During Smith's career. Trail posted a sparkling record of 88-8 under the guidance ofC'oach 
Terry Leggen. The Smith-Jed Warriors won three sectional titles, three district crowns and 
one regional championship, making a state tournnmem appearance in 1983 with Smith scor
ing 33 points in that game, Trail also captured two OVAC crowns. 

Smith continued to showcase his basketball talents at Rio Gr;mde College, graduating in 
1987 with a degree in business. A four•year letterman, he ranks ninth all-time on the Rio 
Grande scoring list with 1,741 points. 

He was inducted in!o the District 11 Ba:;kelba!I Coo.che5 Hatl of Fame in 2010. 

Alan Jack (Athlete - 1960s) 
.Man Jack (\Vintersville High School, Class of 1966). He was a three

year starter as a 6-foot, 205-pound fullback-linebacker on teams coached 
by OVAC Hall of Farner Bob Kettlewell that went 9-1. 8-1-1 and 9-1 with 
only one loss to Ohio Valley foes. The last two teams also won Big Eight 
League titles. He was a blocking fullback but, as a senior. he also rushed 
115 times for 583 yards and scored 60 points. 

His senior honors included All-OVAC Class AAA, AU-Valley Big 
School, All-Eastern Ohio and All-Big Eight. 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State and, after playing on the fresh
man team, he became a three-year starter as a 6-foot. 220-pound offen
sive guard on teams with records of 6-3, 10-0 and 8-1, The unbeaten 1968 Big Ten Conference 
champion team defrafed llil OJ, Simpson-led Southern California team. 27-16 in the Rose 
Bowl and was crowned National Champion wit11 a No.l ranking in both national polls. 

Jack was selected co-captain of the Buckeyes' 8-1 record 1969 team which was co-Big Ten 
Conference champion. 

He also played m the !970 Hula Bowl game. 

Rick Coles (Athlete - 1970s) 

Rick Coles (Wheeling High, Class of 197!). He was a star for the Wild
cats in both football and basketball, earning a scholarship to West Virginia 
University in the latter. 
The 6•3, 170-pound guard enjoyed a record-se!!lng hoop career. He aver

aged 33,7 in the regular season as a senior, leading !lie Wildcats to a 21-3 
record and OVAC championship honors. That squad also went on to win 
sectional and regional titles en route to a state tourney berth. 

He tied the school's si11gle-game scoring record, he!d by legendary Ev
ereu Brinkman. with 54 points in a 147-88 conquest of Oak Glen. He also 
aYeraged an amazing 22 rebounds per game in his final campaign. 

For his career, Coles netted 1,389 points,just 22 shy of Wheeling High's school stnndard. 
He was a two-time allNalley "Big School", a1l"OVAC and all-W,Va. first team honoree. 

Coles was selected as state plnyer of the year by the Morgantown Touchdown Club fol!owing 
his senior campaign. 

Coles also starred on the gridiron, lettering three years while perfonning at quarterback, 
wide receiver and defensive back. As a senior, he ranked second in OVAC' Class AAA pass• 
ing yards with more than I, JOO yards. 

Coles also used his versatility and athleticism on the Wildcats' track team, competing in 
relays and as a high jumper. 
At \VVU, Coles was the second-leadi11g scorer as the Mountaineers' freshman squad via his 

14-point average, He earned a letter as a sophomore. playing in 22 games. As fate would have 
it, however, Coles suffered a broken leg in the pre-season of his junior year which limited his 
play over the next two years. 

Basketball coaching icon Sam Andy called Coles one of the two beq players he ever 
coached, the other being Hall of Farner Anthony Reed. 

Stan Boroski (Athlete - 1980s) 
Sta11 Boroski (Buckeye South High School, Class of 1981). He may be 

best known for his baseball career. but Boroski was a tremendous three
sport standout nt Buckeye South. He earned all-Ohio honors in football, 
basketball and baseball for the Rebels. 

Boroski quarterbacked South into the football post-season as a senior, 
becoming the first Ohio Valley school to play in the OHSAA grid play
offs. He, unfortunately, missed that game due to an injury incurred in the 
Buckeye North contest. 

As a junior, he was a hard--nmning tailback. He rushed for more than 
l ,200 yards and 15 TDs that season. He also booted four field goals, 
amassing I 16 total points. 

ln hoops, Boroski finished as Buckeye South's fifth alJ.•time leading scorer. 
As a senior, the Rebels got off to a !-4 start while Boroski still nursed his football injury. 

Upon his return, South reeled off 16 straight wins. He averaged 16 points n game in his senior 
season, rifler posting an 18-point average as a junior. The 6-2 forward was a three-year leller
man for legendary coach Henry Laszasz. 

In baseball, Boroski starred on the mound and at the plate for South. 
He batted .400 as a senior and nearly the same as a junior. He tossed a no-hitter as a senior. 

Boroski led the Rebels to a pair of OVAC championships and two districh berths. 
The talented right-hander also was a standout in Legion baseball, performing for Maynnrd. 

In his final season for Post 666. be batted .327 while going 6-2 on the hill, 
The Rayland native, who at1ended Ohio University earning a biology degree, played two 

seasons in the Milwaukee Brewers' organization. He ended his professio11al playing days as a 
pitcher in the Kansas City Royals organization. His minor league career spawned a long and 
successful coaching career in professional baseball. Boroski spent I 8 year, coaching with the 
Houston Astros organiza!ion before being named bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on 
Dec. 17, 2009. He still holds that post today. overseemg one of the premi~r staffs in Major 
League Baseball. 
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Chad Brinker (Athlete -1990s) 

Chad Brinker (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1998). This 
Purple Rider legend shined in three sports during his four•year prep 
career, but it was in football where he really lefl a lasting mark. 

After lettering as a freshman, Brinker got his chance lo be the Purple 
Riders' main tailback midway through his sophomore season and 
clearly made the most of his opportunity, Brinker finished his prep 
career with 3,984 yards, which ranks second all-time at Ferry, and 51 
touchdowns. The majority of his career yards came as a senior when 
he racked up 2,024 yards. After both his junior and senior seasons, 
Brinker was named firsHeam all-Eastern District and firsHeam al1-Ohio. As n senior, he 
was the district's offensive player of the year and also the district's nominee for Ohio's 
coveted Mr. Football Award. He was nlso named a USA Today All-American. Along with 
his state honors, Brinker was twice named first-team all-OVAC and all-Valley, serving as a 
co-captain both in 1996 and 1997, Brinker took part in the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic, but after rushing for 160 yards in the first half, he was injured and 
didn't play in the second half. 

an~i!a~~~e}~i7r~~~;i~~i~e~h~
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play in the 2002 Hula Bowl All-Star Game in Hawaii. Brinker finished his career with the 
Bobcats with 2,826 yards and 27 rushing touchdowns, which rank fifth nnd fourth on the 
O.U. career listing, respectively. Of his yards, he ran for 1,099 as a senior. He put forth IO, 
100-yard rushing games during his career. Brinker pll! forth !hose numbers despite missing 
four games as a junior because of an injury, 11mugh he went undrafted, Brinker signed with 
the New York Jets in 2003 and played in the preseason before being released on the final cut. 
He scored two touchdowns that pre-season. He played in NFL Europe in 2004. 

Along with his football exploits, Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and field. He finished 
seventh in the Division II 100-meter dash as a senior, running 11.27, He also lettered in 
basketball and baseball. He earned al!-OVAC in hoops. 

Since graduating from Ohio University with a degree in exercise science, Brinker served as 
a radio color analyst for Bobcats' football games. served as an assistant coach at Westerville 
Central and since 2010 has worked in lhe player personnel department with the Green Bay 
Packers. He received a Super Bowl ring after the Packers defeated the Steelers in 2010. 

David Bertolino (Athlete - 2000s) 
Darid Bertolino (Buckeye Local High School, Class of 2003). This 

Panther product was a one-sport athlete, but was one of the best wres
tlers to ever grace the mats in the Ohio Valley, 

Bertolino was a four-year regular at Buckeye, but really blossomed 
as a junior and senior. He won the individual championship at the 
OVAC Tournament in both seasons. 

He was a state qualifier as a junior and came back as a man on a 
mission the following season. During his senior season, Bertolino put 
forth an unblemished 44-0 record and won the 160-pound Dh-ision JI 
state championship in the process. 

Bertolino finished his prep career with a strong 154-22 record and was named the 2003 
Eastern District Wrestler of the Year. Bertolino didn't hang up the prep singlet immedi
ately after receiving his OHSAA gold medal. He went to the National High School Senior 
Coaches Association Championship Tournament and placed third, earning all-American 
honors at 160 pounds. 

Prior to his senior season, Bertolino was the gold medalist at the National Open Wrestling 
Championship and then won the gold at the AAU Junior Olympics. 

He wrestled for four years at Iowa State University, three of those seasons were spent 
under Bridgeport High graduate and OVAC Hall offamer Bobby Douglas. 

During his senior season, Bertolino earned NCAA All-American by virtue of finishing in 
the top eight at 197 pounds in his only trip to 1he national tournament. 

All told, Bertolino finished his collegiate career wi!h a 68-41 record. 
Following his collegiate career, Bertolino attempted to qualify to the United States 

Olympic Team for the 2012 games in London. He spent more than a year at the United 
States Olympic Training Center in Colorado training. 

Karrie Hutchins (Athlete - 2000s) 

Karrie llutcl1ins (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 2001). 1l1is 
fonner Patriot he;l'ed officially put Wheeling Park soccer on the map 
locally and aroun the state of West Virginia during her splendid prep 
career. 

Hutchins was a defensh·e standout and unquestioned leader of the 
Lady Patriots, which resulted in her twice being named the West Virginia 
Gaiorade Player of the Year (2000 and 2001). 

With Hutchins playing a key role, the Patriots claimed three straight 
West Virginia Class AAA state titles and four straight big-school OVAC 
crowns. 

Along with !hose honors, she was a three-time first-team all ·slate selection and four-time 
a!I-OVAC pick. She was named OVAC Player of the Year as a junior and senior. 

Hutchins was induc1ed lo the Wheeling Park High School Hall of Fame in 2007. 
Af1er her prep career, Hutchins played at West Virginia University where she became the 

first Mountain State native to start for the Mountaineers' women's program. 
Hutchins started 45 of 49 career matches as a defensive player and during her career, the 

Mountaineers posted 30 shutouts. 
During the 2003 season, with Hutchins playing a key role, the Mountaineers advanced 

to the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament. The season prior, WVU was the Big East Mid
Atlantic champion. 

She was named a team captain for the 2005 season, but her career came to an end due to 
injury in the second matd1 of that season. 

Hutchins was also a standout in the classroom at Park and WVU. She was presented the 
Red Brown Cup in 2006, whkh goes to WVU's most outstanding all-around student-athlete 
in tenns of athletic, academic and ci\'ic achievement. She also earned CoSIDA Academic 
All-District team in 2005 as well as the WVU Foundation Outstanding Senior and was a 
four--time Big East academic all-star. 

Hutchins graduated wi!h a degree in business administration and completed a Master of 
Professional Accountancy at WVU. 

Eddie Drummond (Athlete - !990s) 
Eddie Drummond (111e Linsly School, Class of 1998). Speed was 

the name of the game for this forn1cr Cadet, Nittany Lion and NFL Pro 
Bowler. Drummond was one of the fastest athletes to ever participate in 
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

While he excelled in track and field, it was in football where 
Drummond truly left his mark with the Cadets, leading them to a 29-11 
mark during his four years in the Orange & Black. Drummond ran for 
3,918 yards and 55 toucbdowns during his career. He finished with 70 
IDs total and scored 424 points. He also dosed his career with 5,729 
all-purpose yards in 40 games. During his junior season, in which Lin sly 
finished 10-0, Drummond ran for 1,383 yards, which was his career high. The 168 points 
he scored that season ranked fifth in the state of West Virginia.Drummond was named Ohio 
Valley Player of the Year following that season. He was three times named all-OVAC and 
twice named to the first--tcam all-state unil in West Virginia. As a junior, he was named as 
a defensive back and as a running back as a senior. He was the runner•up for the Kennedy 
Award, which goes to the Mountain Stat.e's top prep player. He was also named first-team 
all-Vallev three times. 

Drumffiond chose to play for Joe Paterno and Penn State over offers from the likes of Notre 
Dame, Michigan and Florida State. He was a wide receiver, primarily for the Ninany Lions. 
He made 71 receptions for l,132 yards and five touchdowns. He also ran for 272 yards and 
a score. 

After not being selected in the draft, Drummond signed with the Detroit Lions and made the 
team as a kick returner. He averaged 26 yards a kickoff return, ranked third in the NFC and 
fifth in the NFL He had a punt return for a tmichdown. He was selected to tJie Pro Bowl and 
named all-Pro in 2004, All told, he played five seasons in the NFL (four with Detroit and one 
with Kansas City). He spent the 2008 season on the Steelers' practice squad. 

Other than football at Linsly, Drummond was one of the top track sprinters in the Ohio 
Va!!ey, He lost only one race fo an Ohio Valley athlete and that was as a freshman. He had a 
PR of 10.37 in the 100, which he ran during a summer meet after his senior season. He ran 21,7 
in the 200 and 48.9 in the 400. He was a four-lime all-Valley selection. 

Dan Stephens (Athlete - 2000s) 
Dan Stephens (The Linsly School, Class of 2000). It didn't matter the 

season, field or sport, this Cadets' product played and played well. 
The only Linsly athlete to stan for four years in football, basketball 

and baseball, Stephens shined exceptionally bright on the football and 
baseball fields. 

Stephens was a four-year lettennan for Teny Depew's football team, 
amassing a school record 292 tackles, playing primarily along the defen
sive line. He had a senior season in which he registered 76 tackles and 
five sacks. On the offensive side of the ball, Stephens ran for 832 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. He was a first•team all--state selection in Class A and was a multiple-time 
all"OVAC and all-Valley honoree on the gridiron. 

On the baseball field, long-time Linsly head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens the "finest 
hitter'' he'd e\'er coached. Stephens led the Ohio Valley in hitting as a senior at .537 and con
nected on eight home run and drove in a school-record 45 runs. He struck out just four times 
that season. Stephens still holds the Lins!y career record for home runs and RBI. His efforts 
were recognized by his selection to the a!!-OVAC team multiple times and tJ1e all-Valley team 
multiple times. 

On the basketball court, Stephens played on the interior. He still holds the Lins!y record for 
rebounds and charges taken in his career. He was recognized on the all-Valley team for hoops. 

Stephens took part in the OVAC All-·Star games for all three sports and was the winner of 
_ the Zimmennan Award which goes to Linsly's best male athlete, _ 
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After receiving more tJ1an 25 collegiate scholarship offers combined between football and 
baseball, Stephens elected to attend the University of Pinsburgh to play football. For the 
Panthers. Stephens was a four-year lelterman and staned 41 games along the defensive line, 
The Panthers took part in five straight bowl games during his time in 1hc Stec\ City, including 
the Fiesta Bowl. Stephens received the Fiesta Bowl Art Bodine MVP Award. 

All told, Stephens was an all-Big East player and twice named an Academic AH,American. 
He was listed on the All Big East Academic Team four times. Stephens also received the David 
Sandberg Award, which goes to the Pitt athlete with the best overall academic and athletic 
achievements. He received the Demale Stanley Award, which goes to a Pitt football player 
who has overcome tJ1e most adversity, Finally, Stephens received the Blue/Gold Award. All 
of the winners have their names on the 'Varsity Walk' on campus. It's the Pill version of the 
Hall of Fame. 

Stephens was signed by the Buffalo Bi!!s and was in early camp with the organization in 
2005. 
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Denny Magruder (OVAC Contributor) 
Dennis "Denny" Magn1der {Wheeling Central Catholic High 

School, Oass of 1967). 
If there were a "best friends" list for the OVAC. his name would 

certainly be near the top. 
Magruder has certainly opened his anns and gh·en the nation's 

largest functional high school athletic conference a place to cal! 
"home", primarily in his ro!e as Executive Director of Wes Banco 
Arena in downtown \Vheeling. 

WesBanco Arena has been home to the OVAC Museum including 
the Hall of Fame display since 2009, with Magruder generousl,y allowing the conference 
free reign of the outer concourse of the facility to showcase its rich history while also 
serving on the OVAC Museum Commince. 

The arena is host to the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet. OVAC Banquet of Champions, 
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships, OVAC Cheering Championships and 
OVAC Media Night, and at one time it hosted the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All"Star 
Basketball Classic. 

In addition to its OVAC affiliation, WesBanco also serves as the home of the Wheeling 
Nailers of the East Coast Hockey League and was the home of the Ohio Valley 
Greyhounds of the Indoor Football League for several years. Countless high school and 
college basketball games have also taken place there. 

Magruder was the recipient of the first Distinguished Scr\'ice Award presented by the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Committee in 2010. and the award was named in his honor thus a!! 
future recipients received the Denny Magruder Distinguished Sen·ice Award. 

He is a graduate of West Liberty State College w!lh degree in accounting,'business 
administration and a member of the first graduating class ( 1988} of the Public Assembly 
Facility Management School at Oglebay Resort and Conference Center; has sen'ed as a 
facuhy member and/or as regent of the school ever since, In addition to his position at 
WesBanco, which he has held since 1986, he also owrsees the historic Capito! Music 
Hall; serves on the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and as Executive Director of the 
Greater Wheeling Sports and Entertainment Authority. Magruder has also ser,ed as rate 
analyst, budget director and Urban Renewal Treasurer of the City of Wheeling; Business 
Manager/Comptroller of the Marshall County Schools and as Treasurer of the Executive 
Board of the Wheeling Convention and Visitors Center. 

He received the 2005 Spirit & Leaderslilp Award and was selected to the City of 
Wheeling Hall of Fame in 2011. 

Linda Myers (OVAC Family) 

Linda Myers (Warwood High School, Class of 1967j. It's been 35 years 
since she joined the "family'', but there's been plenty of behind the scenes 
contributions made to the OVAC by this tireless, friendly foce of the con
ference. 

Myers has been the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 
Program Coordinator since I 994, organizing, bi!ling and collecting ads and 
assisting in production of the massive program which generates tliousands 
of dollars each year. 

She served as liaison between the OVAC and what was then the Stone 
& Titomas Queen of Queens Pageant starting in 1987, taking over as the 
event coordinator in 1994 and continuing in that role for the conference until ?006. During that 
time, she re\·amped the event to include the awarding of thousands of do!!ars m scholarships to 
the participants. 

Myers also has worked with the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Toumamem in various capaci
ties since 1980: assisted with the OVAC Banquet of Champions for the past 20 years and the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet for 12 years: and has sm·ed on the OVAC hfo,eum Committee 
since its inception in 2009. 

Myers has also assisted with the VIP hospitality for the West Virginia "Super Six" Football 
Championships in Wheeling for the past 21 years. 

Myers' Est of awards includes being honored on the covered of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All
Star Football Game program in 2009; receiving the James "Deadeye" Morris Award for support 
of OVAC wrestling in 2002: and the Howard V. Corcoran Sr., Memorial Award 

A resident of Wheeling who earned a D.S. degree from West Liberty State College in 1980 and 
a Master's degree from West Virginia Unlrersity in 1985, she was employed by the Ohio County 
Schools for 29 years. teaching at Triadelphia 1\-tiddle School and Warwood School until her retire
ment in 2009. 

George Kellas II (Media) 
George M. Ke/las II (Triadelphia High Schoo!, Class of 1973). A some

times controrersial but always passionate broadcaster, Kellas simply loved 
the Ohio Valley sports scene, especially high school athletics, and could he 
found front .. and-center as area teams made their way along the football or 
basketball toumamem trail for nearly 30 years. 

After gelling his feet wet on the radio as for back as 1977 and graduat
ing from West Liberty State College in 1980, Kel!as spent 12 years at 
WTRF-TV7 in Wheeling {1984-94) and then eight years at WTOV-TV9 in 
Steubenvil!e, both as a sports anchor and commentator. 

Later in his career, he co-founded radio station WKKX-AM 1600 and 
hosted The George Kellas Radio Talk Show from the station's inception in 200..J. until he died of 
cancer in 2009 at the age of 53, 

Ke!las was a staunch supporter of the Pittsburgh professional sports teams, particularly the 
Steelers and the Pirates. In 1997, he began writing the Black and Gold Newsletter, a monthly 
publication dedicated to coverage of the Steelers which was available throttghout the Ohio 
Valley. 

Among his passions was greyhound racing at Wheeling Downs (now Wheeling Island 
Racetrack). In 1985, he won the O.P, Smith Award for a story on My Ttpper, the winner of the 
1984 Commissioners Cup at Wheeling Downs, and a stakes race at the track was named in his 
honor nfler his passing: The George Kellas Memorial. 

lie was the founder, co-owner and general manager of the valley's first professional indoor football 
team, the Steel Valley Smash, in !999. llie team later became the Ohio Valley Greyhounds nnd captured 
the National Indoor Football League championship in 2002 and 2003, 

Rod Johnson (Coach) 

Rod Johnson (Gahanna Lincoln lligh School, Class of 1965}. He was a 
pioneer locally in the spon of high school volleyball. serving as a head coach 
for a total of 21 years, including 14 years where he built the Buck.eye Trail High 
program into a respected state power und then closing out his career with a 
seven-year run where he injected life into a dormant Cambridge IIigh program. 
Johnson·s combined record was an impressive 400-109 combined record, which --------------------------------1 ranks 261l1 on the all-time Ohio High School Athletic Association's rictory list. 

During his 14 years as Trairs volleyball coach, the team amassed an incredible 
294-47 record. winning at least 22 games in each of the last 11 seasons. During 
his tenure, the Lady Waniors won four OVAC titles, eight district crowns und 

David 'Ty' Fleming (Coach) 

David "Ty" Fleming (Shadyside High School, Class of !965). An 
innovative football coach who ranks among the winningest in OVAC 
history, he finished 23 years as a head coach with a 165,92 record. 

He began his coaching career as a football and basketball assistant at 
Newton Falls in 1971-72, and returned to the Ohio Valley as an assistant 
at Be!!aire from 1972·74. He then served ns head boys· basketball coach 
at St. John Centml from 1974-79, coaching the Fighting Irish football 
team for one season (1978) to a 7-3 record. From there, he moved on to 
Woolridge High near Akron as the head boys· basketball coach for one 
year before finally coming back to his alma mater. 

During his first tour of duty nt Shadyside (1980-91), he coached two OVAC champion
ship squads (1982 and 1989) and two OHSAA playoff squads (1989 and 1991), with his '89 
team reaching the state semifinal game before losing to eventual state runner-up McDonald. 

In his second go-round (1999-2008), his teams went 89-24 and made eight more playoff 
appearances, claiming two regional titles (2000 and 2006) and reaching the Division VI 
State Championship Grune where they lost to r.-tnria Stein Marion Local (17-0). The Tigers 
had five once-beaten seasons and won three more OVAC crowns (2002, 2003 and 2007). 

All told, he coached Shadyside for 22 years, compiling a career rt-cord of !58-89 there wl'Jch 
ranks first in school history. 

During his time in Tigertown, he also coached track and girls' basketball and served as the 
schoors athletic director for 10 years. His 1982 track squad captured an OVAC title and the 
'83 !cam was Class A District champions. 

Fleming was a three-time Ohio Valley "Coach of the Year" and the 2000 recipient of the 
Carl Hamill Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley, He was inducted 
into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Associailon Hall of Fame earlier in 2015, 

A stellar athlete at Shadyside whose brother Don is a!so in the OVAC Hall of Rime, he 
won 12 lellers in four sports (footb:i.!I. baske1ba!l, baseba!l nnd track) in high school and 
went on to earn three letters ill baske!ball at Kent State llnhersily, graduating !here in 1%9. 

After retiring as a teacher!cooch, he has wmked as a color ana!ysl for WTOV-TV9 a.'1d 
WKKX Radio on high school football broadr:asts. 

three regional championships. The 1985 squad advanced to the OHS AA Class A..\ state semifinals, 
finishing with a 26•2 m-erall record and then four years later. in 1989, Johnson and 1Jie Lady Warriors 
reached the pinnacle by wining the Class AA state championship and JX}Sting a spotless 27-0 record. 
Trail nearly went back-to-back under Johnson's guidance, finishing as the Division III state runner
up in 1990 with a 27-3 mark. 

At one JX}int ( J 985,87). Johnson-coached Trail teams put together the state ·s fornth-longest regular 
season winning streak of 48 games. 

lie was named Ohio High School Volleyball Coaches Association Class AA "Coach of the Year" 
in 1989 und he won the OVAC "Coach of the Year" award in 1986. Ile was also inducted into the 
Buckeye Trail/East Guernsey Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999 and is the OVAC's first selection in the 
Coaches category who piloted a girls' sport. 

Johnson stepped back into the coaching ranks in 2005, this time at Cambridge. Starting from 
the ground up, the Lady Bobcats went 6-- 18 his first year but that was the only !ming season l!Ilder 
Johnson. During his seven years, CHS posted a 106-62 mark. TI1e best season came in 2009 when 
the Lady 'Cats were 22-4 and won OVAC. sectional and district championships before losing in lhe 
O1-lSAA Division II Regional semifinals. Cambridge put together an OVAC "threcpeat" by also 
winning conference championships in 2010 and 2011, with overall records of 19-5 and 18-6, respec
tively. 111e Lady Cats were also East Central Ohio League runners-up four times under Johnson·s 
watch. He was tabbed O\~A.C and District 12 Division II "Coach of the Year'' in '."009 and 2010. 
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Duane Powell 1omc1a1J 

Duane "Dibby" Pm1:el1 (Bellaire High School, Class of 1952) is 
regarded among the best officials by area coaches as well as his peers, 
spending 25 years making the calls in both football and basketball. 

He began officiating both sports in 1971 as a member of both the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Football Officials and the Ohio Valley Board of 
Approved Basketball Officials (he received a lifetime membership to both 
organizations). 

During his career, he worked several OIISAA footbal! playoff games 
and basketball tournament games and also officiated countless small col
lege football games in the West Virginia Conference, 

He was the honorary official at the OVAC Rudy Mumley All.Star Football Game; received 
the OVAC Robert Dawson Basketball Officials Award in 2000 and received a Meritorious 
Award from the OHSAA for outstanding service to high school athletics 11s an official. 

Powell was born in Di!!es Bottom, and he was an outstanding athlete at Bellaire High. 
In basketball, he was regarded as one of the premier passers and playmakers in Ohio 

Valley history, scoring 358 points as a senior while earning all-Ohio, allNalley and a!!
Eastem Ohio accolades. 

He also played baseball for the Bellaire Civics and, as II pitcher, he signed with the 
Pinsburgh Pirates' farm team in Brunswick, Georgia (Georgia State League) in 1954, 

lie was inducted into the Bellaire High Wall of Fame in 1989. 
Powell, a veteran of the U.S. Anny, worked at the Martins Ferry p!am of Whee!ing

Pittsbugh Steel and after retiring, he was a bus driver for the Martins Ferry City Schools. 
He was a member of the Purple Rider Booster Club, American Legion Post 38 and the 
Foresters of Lansing. 

Ile passed away in 2013 at the age of 78, and in his memory Martins Ferry and Bellaire 
established the Duane Powell Memorial Scholarship Softball Game in 2014, 

Clyde Eads (Athlete· 1950s) 
ClJ·de Eads (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1958). The 6-fooi-5 

pencll•thin cager rewrote the Red Devils' basketball record-book in a 
three-year career as a rare three-time first team All-OVAC honoree in 
the largest Class AA. He still holds the single-game scoring mark of 55 
points (against Wanvood in 1958) and his l ,661 career points lasted 45 
)'Cars as the school standard until broken by Dan Monteroso. He aver
aged 27 roints II game as a senior, 26.4 for his career and more than 25 
points al three seasons including 25.1 as II sophomore, 

His career (1956-58) was the same period as Bridgeport superstar 
John Havlicek and Eads led the Red Devils to a 6-1 career record over 
the Havlicek.Jed Bulldogs. As a senior on an 18,3 team coached by Myles Witchey, the foes 
split games and St. C, handed Bridgeport its only regular season loss in a I 7 .. 2 overall cam• 
paign. As a junior, Eads led St. C. to three wins over Bridgeport including a sectional victory. 
St. C. was 18--0 in regular season and ended 21 •l overall for the best record up to that time 
at the school. The lone loss was to Zanesville in the Class AA district finals. 

Eads led St. C. in scoring 11nd rebounding for three seasons as the Red Devils compiled 
a 50-13 record. 

He was recruited by Florida State University, but returned home the first year to enroll 
at West Liberty State and play for coach Al Blatnik, who had coached him as a sophomore 
and junior at St. C. 

Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Athlete. 1940s) 

Sam "B11zz'' Berry (Warwood High School, Class of 1946). He was the 
first five"time All-OVAC honoree in football and basketball. The Viking 
standout was selected to the first three All-OVAC Class A (smallest of 
two classes) basketball teams and the first two All-OVAC Class A football 
teams as an end. Warwood won five OVAC titles and four City of Wheeling 
crowns (six schools) in football and basketball during that period and also 
advanced to the W.Va. Basketball Tournament in 1945, his junior season. 
lie was a multiple All-City honoree. 

He also earned All-State honors in both sports. In the one-class basketball 
honors. he was a second team pick as a senior and third team as a junior. In 
football, he was a third team A!l·State end as a junior. 

In Warwood High's best era for both football and basketball, as a junior he teamed with 
OVAC Hall offamer, Edgar Martin, to lead a 22-3 record and a state tourney berth and also to 
a 9-1 record in football. 

Berry continued his basketball antics at Shepherd Colk•ge from 1949-52 where he became 
the Rams' first prominent playeL He set a school career scoring record of 1,947 points in 83 
games for a 22.9 average. As a sophomore, he became the school's first-ever All-West Virginia 
Conference Tournament honoree and was all-tournament three years and three times all·confer• 
cnce (twice second team and once first team). 

He led state colleges in scoring as a junior (26.3) and senior (26.9), with the latter ranking 
sixth in the nation .. 

A Shephenl College Hall of Farner, he's a member of the All-Time West Virginia Conference 
learn. 

Berry relocated to Florida and is deceased. 

Gene 'Beef' Lamone !Athlete. 1950s) 
Gene "Beef' Lamone (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1951). He was 

an all-star two-way lineman at both the high school and co!!ege level. 
As a prep senior, he earned first team Class AAAl[.QVAC and Class A 

third team All-West Virginia recognition before competing in the annual 
Ohio.West Virginia All-Star Game, 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he became one of the 
Mountaineers' most honored football linemen. The four-vear letterman and 
standout 6-foot•2, 215-pound two-way lineman from i95!-54 was team 
co-captain as a senior when WVU had an 8-1 record and was ranked No. 
J 2 nationally in the final Associated Press poll. \\/VU was 28-7 in his four 
seasons including a 1953 Sugar Bowl berth as Lamone started 34 straight games, 

He earned second team All-America at guard as a junior and third team AP honors as a 
senior. He was the only unanimous choice on the 1954 All,Southern Conference team and 
selected to play ln the East-West All-Star Game. Lamone was drafted in the fifth round of the 
1955 National Football League Draft by the Philadelphia Eagles but an injury prevented him 
from competing. 

He later coached football at Linsly Military Institute from 1960-67 before joining the busi
ness world with a home base in the Columbus, Ohio area. The retiree currently resides in Fort 
Myers, Fla. 

He was given his nickname "Beef' as a hefty youth by a Wellsburg neighbor, Red Donley, an 
OVAC Hall of Fame sportscaster. 

Lamone earlier was mducled into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame and the West Virginia 
liniversity Sports Hall of Fame. 

As a freshman in his only season at WLS, Eads nvemged 20.7 points a game to lead the 1-------------------------------
Hi!ltoppers and became only the second West Virginia Conference player ever to earn first 
team AIJ-WVC as a freshman. Ed Pastilong (Athlete - 19605) 

Eads thus became a rare first team a!l·conference player in all four seasons he competed 
in high school and college. He's a member of the St. Clairsville High School Athletic Hall Ed Pastila11g (Moundsville High School, Class of 1961), The 6·foot-1, 165-
of Fame. His family settled in the Tampa, Fla., area and he is deceased. pound Trojan quarteiback set school_passing records as one of the earliest 2.000-

yard career passers in Ohio Valley history. 

Rick Nau (Athlete. 1960s) 
Rick Nau (Wheeling Central High Schoo!, Class of 1969). The 5-foot

lO three-year Maroon Knight guard bettered some of the Central scoring 
reconls set by OVAC Ha!I of Farner Dick Miller while earning every 
eligible al!,star honor as a junior and senior. 

As a senior, he scored 556 points in 22 games for a 25.3 average to break 
Mil!er's senior mark of 24.4 set in 1952, the year Miller was selected the 
state alklass Player of the Year by the W.Va. Spons Writers Association. 
Nau·s 25.3 gait was tops in the Ohio Valley largest Class AAA and led all 
OV players witl1 an 83.7% free throw percentage. 

In a hyped match-up between Central and Bellaire St. John's, !ed by charter OVAC Ila!! of 
Farner Alan Homyak. the Central ace scored a personal•high 39 poillls before exiting on fouls 
with Central leading in the fourth period. Homyak led a SL John"s rally to win and scored 44 
points. 

Nau's most cherished honor was being named to the West Virginia "Big" All·State Team 
(eight players selected regardless of class, a practice discontinued a few years later). He was also 
a two-time honoree on the AU-Valley "Big School", All,City and All-W.Va. Catholic selections 
in Centml's final season before joining the Secondary School Activities Commission and he was 
All"OVAC Class AAA first team captain as a senior. Nau. the top Catholic scorer in the state, 
was captain of the All·State parochial selections.lie also was a two-time All-W.Va. Catholic 
Tournament pick. As a junior on a runner-up team, he tied for the tournament high scorer with 
63 points in three gmn'"s including a toumey high 26 in the finals vs. Charleston Catholic. As a 
senior, he had th'" tourney gain'" high of 27 vs. Charleston Catholic. 

Nau signed a scholarship with Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va., where he was a three
year varsity regular after starting on the freshman team. lie was team co-"Captain as a senior and 
named the school's 1973 "Male Athlete of the Year." As a sophomore, he helped tlie Monarchs 
advance to the NCAA Division II national title game where they finished runner-up to Evansville 
(Inds). He was named to the South Atlantic Regional A!l-Toumamcnl team as a sophomore nnd 
senior. He averaged in double figures all three varsity seasons: 16. \ as a senior, 11 ,3 as a junior, 
and l05 as a sophomore. Career-wise, he scored l,028 points in 81 varsity games and dished out 
423 assists. !fa game highs were 25 vs. Mt. St. Mary's and 24 vs. Virginia Tech and Fayette,·ille 
State. 

Playing QB and middle linebacker, he led Ilic Trojans to a 23-5-2 three-year 
record. Jlis 30-game career passing marks - all school records - were rare for 
that run-minded em: 124 completions of 238 attempts for 2,065 yards and 24 
touchdowns with only seven interceptions. As a senior on an 8--2 record team, 
losing only to W.Va. Class Al1.A champion Weir and unbeaten OVAC 3-A titlist 
Martins Ferry, Pastilong completed 55 of l08 aerials for 10 IDs and also rushed 
for six scores. Against Marshall County rival Benwood Union, he completed 
eight of nine passes with lhree TDs. Veteran Trojan coach Charley Helinski said "he is the best 
passer Moundsville ever had." 

Pastilong was highly honored as a senior. He earned first team honors on three major selections: 
All-W.Va. Class AAA, All-Valley "Big Schoo!" and Al!-OVAC Class AAA. As a junior, he was 
second team All-Valley "Big School" and mention Oil All-OVAC 3A and All-W.Va. Class AAA. 

He was a three,sport lettennan in football, basketball and baseball and earned baseball All-W.Va. 
mention, the only honor mil for the spring sport at the time. Also, outside of school, he won a Tri• 
State Golden Gloves boxing title. 

Pastilong earned a scholarship to West V1rginia U, along with two of his backfield mates - Milt 
Clegg nnd Tom Yeater - and started on the 4-1 recon! freshman team. He starred in the spring 
Blue-Gold Game where he led an upset win over the upperclassmen by accounting for three TDs 
and appeared poised to compete for a starting job as a sophomore. 

However. a shoulder separation forced a red-shirt season in his second year and he was limited in 
playing time on the varsity although he lettered two years. In his so;rhomore season, he started a 38-7 
win over Funnan and completed 5 of 10 passes for 197 yards nn three IDs. In the opening game 
as a junior, he passed for two IDs in a 20-10 win over Richmond. 

Professionally, he coached at Salem College from 1%9-75 before joining the WVU Athletic 
Department to start a 35-year career including the final 21 years as Athletic Director, the longest 
tenure in WVU history. 

He was selected by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans as "Man of the Decade" for the 1990s 
and for a special award, "Oh10 Valley Ambassador"' in 20IO, He is in the WVU Sports Hall of Frune 
and the the WVa. Sports Hall of Fume, 

After WVU retirement, he joined West Liberty U, as Chair for the Athletic Campaign & 
Institutional Advancement. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Rudy Jovicic (Athlete. 1970,) 

R11dy Joridc {Shadyside High School, Class of 1976). Jovicic was a 
three-sport performer at Shadyside, competing in baseball, football and 
track. He was nothing short of sensational in the latter two. 

Jovicic was the unquestioned premier hurdler in the Ohio Valley dur
ing his Fleming Field days. As a senior, his hurdling prowess helped the 
Ti,,ers of Tom Vichich lay claim to the state Class A championship. the 
fir~t Eastern Ohio boys' track team lo tum that trick. 

In the state meet Jovicic finished runner-up in both the high hurdles 
and low hurdles. He was nipped in both races by Roland James, a future 
University of Tennessee defensh·e back and first-round draft choice of the 
New England Patriots. He also anchored a state-placing relay team. . . 

Jovicic tied the all-time Ohio Valley standards in both hurdle events. He clocked a smhng 
14.2 in the highs nnd 19.5 in the lows. 

The Intelligencer named Jovicic co-captain of the 1970s Ohm Valley A!! Decade track 
team. along with Bridgeport's Craig Miller. 

Jovicic was also a gridiron star. He was a two-timeAII-OVAC and AU-Valley honoree, The 
l70-pound running back garnered some 700 infantry stripes and 11 TDs as a senior while 
also catching 12 passes for 206 yards and two more scores. . 

Jovicic also enJoyed a long career as a prep grid coach. He was head coach at Bndgeport 
High for three seasons after serving as a Bulldog assistant. lie has also assisted wi!h the grid 
program at his alma mater. 

Kelly Swierkos (Athlete. 1980s) 
Kelly Swierkos (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1986). 

Swierkos was a pioneer in the art of dominating pitching in the OVAC. 
She was nothing short of tremendous on the hi!!. 

During her prep days, West Virginia had just one classification for girls' 
softball. Despite being one of the smallest schools in the state, the Lady 
Bishops rode Swierkos' talented right arm to unparalleled heights. 

Bishop Donahue finished third in the state in her freshman season. 
111e next two vears, Swierkos hurled the Lady Bishops to the top of the 
mountain as they claimed a pair of state championships. 

Swierkos' senior season was a billersweet one. She bankd injuries the 
second half of the season, but still managed to earn the mound win in the state opener. As 
fate would have it, the ailing Swierkos was unable to take the circle in the remainder of the 
double-elimination tournament and the Lady Bishops did not win again. 

She finished her remarkable career with an eye-popping 63-6 record. Of those wins, eight 
came via the no-hitter variety. 

She was accorded first-team all-state and all-OVAC plaudits her final two campaigns. 
Swicrkos was also a stellar hoopster. She finished her basketball career with 1,009 points, 

in an era when there was no three-point field goaL She also established school career records 
in rebounding and assists and was a first•team all-state basketball honoree ns a senioL 

Swlerkos also delivered in quality fashion in the classroom. She graduated with a 3.85 
GPA on a 4.0 scale. Sbe also headlined The Intelligencer's All-Ohio Valley Scholnr•Athlete 
honor roll. 

Paul Hoover (Athlete· 1990s) 
Paul Hoover (Steubenville High School, CJass of 1994). Dig Red has one 

of the richest baseball traditions in the Ohio Valley and this former all·Ohioan 
helped to form that tradition during his four years. 

Playing for head coach Fred Heatherington, Hoover was a three-year regu
lar for Steubemllle, helping to lead it to the state tournament as a sophomore, 
back to the regional as a junior and three OVAC titles. 

As a senior, Hoover had his most productive season. He batted .454. scor
ing 30 runs and driving in 32 more. He had 15 doubles, two triples and a 
home nm. 

Fo!lowin<> that season, he was named Division II Eastern District Player of 
the Year, fi:'sHeam all-OVAC and firsHeam al!-Va!ley. He played in the Ohio Mizuno All-Star 
Series and was chosen for the Sun Belt Classic in Oklahoma. 

Hoover exploded onto the prep baseball scene in 1992 when he batted .366 with six doubles, 
three home runs, a triple and 21 RBI. . 

As a junior. llom·er baited 270 with 16 runs scored and 14 RD!. He had five doubles, a tnple 
and a home run. 

For his career, he finished with a 369 average, 64 runs and 67 RBI. 
Hoover was drafted in the Major League Baseball Draft in 1994 hy the Houston Astros, but 

elected to attend Kent State University where he earned three letters as the starting catcher. 
As a Golden Flash, Hoover played m 158 games, batting 269 with 86 runs scored. 87 RBI, 23 

doubles, 12 home runs and four triples. 
Follow in" his junior season, Hoover was drafted in the 23rd round by the Tampa Bay Rays and 

he elected tZ sign. He played professionally from 1997 until 20!0 and pla.yed in ~0 major lcag.ue 
games, batting 250 with eight RBI and five doubles. Hoover appeared m the big leagut's with 
the Rays, Florida Marlins, Philadelphia Phillies and ll?ston Red Sox. He was the bullpen catcher 
for the Phillies in 2009 when thev won the World Senes. 

Along with his baseball exploits, lloover was a standout basketball player for Steubenvill~.11.e 
scored 1,186 points, which ranks sixth all time at Dig Red. I-le averaged 16.5 points a game m lus 
career. He was an all-OVAC and all-Valley performer multiple times. 

Janis Trupovnieks (Athlete. 1970s) 
Janis Truprwnieks (Cadiz High School, Class of 1977). Tmpovnieks was 

big in stature and equally as big in athletic production. 11ie 6-7, 255-pounder 
was a two-way force on the gridiron while also etching his name amongst 
the elite weightman in \rack and field. 

Trupomieks helped Coach Ron Pobolish's grid team enjoy great success, 
starting three years as a two-way tackle. 

111e Cardinals went 18-!-1 in Trupovnieks' finnl two years, losing to and 
1ying St. John Central. The Cards bagged the OVAC 2-A title in his junior 
campaign. 

He earned a plethora of grid honors, including AP East~m District . . 
Lineman of the Year as a senior en route to garnering all-Oh10 and all-O\'AC plaudits. He 
recorded 6 7 tackles, 31 assists and covered two fumbles as a senior. 

Trupornieks was also an accomplished kicker. making 42 consecutive PAT>; over a two-year 
span. He also booted four field goals as a senior. 

Trupornieks used his lanky frame to the utmost abili!y in track. The All-Valley honoree 
captured Cadiz lligh·s first-rver state trnck title by winning the Class AA discus crown via his 
prodigious toss of 165-l At !ha! time it was the third best toss in Ohio Valle; annals. 

As might be experted, Trupomieks was an inside force in hoops. The three-year. regular 
was a fitst•team All-Valley Small School selection and AH-OVAC honoree as a semor after 
areraging l7 points per c0ntest. 

Trupomieks was a nationally recruited football recmit, and he opted for lhe University of 
Tennessee. He was a two•year letterman for the Vols. starting as a senior on an 8-4 team which 
defeated \Visconsln 28-2! in the Garden State Bowl. 

Jamie Taylor (Athlete. 1980,) 
Jamie Taylor (Edison South High School, Class of 1989). Taylor played 

his first three prep years n! Jefferson Union before consolidation changed the 
landscape to Edison South. 

He was a baseball and basketball standout. earning all-OVAC honors 
in both sports, On the diamond, however. Taylor was nothing short of 
sensational. 

As a senior,he was the OVAC "Player of the Year" to go with his A!!•Ohio 
honors. That campaign saw Taylor slam 10 home runs. driving in 33 runs to 
go with a robust .540 baning average. '-----..J 

He was no slouch on the mound, either, recording a 5-'.!. record with 47 Ks 
and a 2J l ERA in his final campaign. 

Taylor·s junior season was just as productive, battin_g 575 with 10 homer~ and 46 RBI. He 
was also 7-4 on the hill, recording 84 strikeouts in 47 mnings of work. 

He ended his Edison baseball career by establishing a new Ohio Valley standard with 32 
home runs. 

Taylor's athletic exploits were almost as productive on the hardwood .. The 6•2 guard ended 
his Edison South davs with 1.439 points, He averaged 22.1 ppg as a senmr. 

Taylor·s stellar b:i:sebal! drew the altention of Division I college coache, from across the 
nation. He opted to stay close to home, signing with The Ohio State University and he enjoyed 
a sparkling three-year stay with the Buckeyes before heading off to the pros. 

As a freshman, Taylor led OSU with seven home runs and was named to 1he Dig Ten All
Tournament Team as the Buckeyes claimed the conference crown and placed third in the 
Midwest Regional. 

As a junior, he was tabbed firsHeam all-Dig Ten as a third baseman. It v.as a campaign in 
which he batted .382 with 36 walks. 

Such succrss resulted in Taylor being chosen by the Cleveland Indians in the fifth round of 
the 1992 .MLB Draft. I-le played seven seasons in the minors, topping ollt in Class AAA in 1998 
before retiring. He batted .275 in 690 minor league games, 

Mike McLeod (Athlete· 1990s) 
Mike McLeod (\Vheeling Park High Schoo!, Class of 1992). There's not a 

sport you can name that this former Patriot wouldn't have shined in had he 
opted to play. 

In the three he did play - football. basketba!l and baseball - he made a 
lasting impression on Pruk and Ohio Valley history. 

Football is where McLeod probably made his biggest impact, playing quar
terback and linebacker. He helped guide the Patrio!s to the Class AAA state 
championship game in 1991 where they fell to Capital, 15-14, in overtime, 
Defensively, McLeod was one of the Patriots· leading tacklers for three consecu
tive seasons, As a senior, he recorded 49 tackles, two sacks and recovered two 
fumbles. Hum his quarterback spot. r-.kLeod threw 11 touchdowns. He shared the offensive spot
light. that season, with e\'cntua! Kennedy Award winner, Boogie Johnson, who r:m for 2,000 yards. 

McLeod's season didn·t go unnoticed. He was first-team ail-state, all•OVAC and all-Valley and 
attracted the eyes of college recruiters. He had scholarships offers from the likes of West Virginia. 
Indiana, Marshall and others. 

However. McLcod·s ultimate passion lied with baseball where he was a two-}car standout as an 
outfielder. He batted .490 as a senior, which was the second best in the Ohio V.1iley. regardless of 
class. Ile had 42 hits.seven doubles. a triple and three home runs. He drove in 20 nnd scored 28 mns. 
Ac:ain, he was recognized as first-team all-state in Class AAA, a\1-OVAC and all.Valley. 

On the basketball court, McLeod was a point-guard for the Patriots for three yrars, helping to 
lead them to the state tournament twice. He finished his career with ! ,230 points ,\Ild averaged 21,7 
points and 11 rebounds per game as a senior. f<.kLcod was a first-team all-state ;;dection and was 
also firsHemn all-OVAC (three times) and all-Valley (twice). 

Despite the college football offers, McLeod opted for baseball right out of high school.Although that 
didn·1 pan out and he eventually enrolled at Youngstown State and joined the football team. lie was a 
member of the Penguins' Division I-AA national championship squad in 1994, playing for Jim Tressel. 

A member of the Wheeling Park Sports !!all of Fame, he is currently the Patriots' head baseball 
coach. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Brittany Hocker (Athlete. 2000,J 

Brittany llocker (Bridgeport High School, Class of 2004). The 
Bridgeport Bullet, as she was nicknamed during her prep track and field 
days, set the standard for female sprinting in the Ohio Valley and the 
state of Ohio. 

Hocker burst onto the scene in 200 I when she won the 200-meter dash 
at Dayton's Welcome Stadium as a freshman. Earlier in thal state meet, 
she finished second in the 100-meler dash. 

That JOO.meter race proved to be the final time she Josi in that event 
for the remainder of her prep career. Hocker was undefeated during her 
sophomore.junior and senior seasons in the short sprint. Prior to the state 
final, she had been unblemished as a freshman, too. 

As a sophomore, Hocker notched her first slate championship in the JOO-meters, hut 
settled for second in the 200. 

Hocker was a four-time OVAC Class IA JOO-meter dash champion and three--time Class 
lA 200-metcr champion. Though she never ran the race in the postseason, Hocker was a 
three-lime OVAC Class IA 400-meter champion. 

As a prep sprinter, Hocker's personal best in the 100 was 11.81 seconds. That stood as a 
state record in Division Ill until 20 I I. Her mark, which was set during her senior season, 
still stands as a state meel record. 

Her 200 personal best time of 24.22 is also a state meet record. She set that in 2004 when 
she completed her second consecutive sprint sweep. 

After high school, Hocker opted to continue her track and field career at the University 
of Akron where she put forth an impressive career, earning all-Mid American Conference 
honors. She was the MAC Indoor and Outdoor conference champion in the 200 in 2008. 
She set the Akron school record indoor for the 400 and plared in both the JOO and 400 in 
2005 as a true freshman. As a collegiate runner, Hocker focused more on the 400 and set 
the Akron record for both indoor and outdoor competition with times of 54.39 (indoor) and 
54.22 (outdoor), 

Along with track and field, Hocker also earned lelfers during her high school career in 
basketball. 

Class 
of 

2016 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

John Nese (OVAC Contributor) 
Jolin Nese (East Pittsburgh High School, Class of 1956). lCacher,, 

coach.,, .official., .broadcaster. He's done them all. 
While spending 54 years in the education field, Nese coached boyslgirls 

basketball and baseball; followed that up with a fine officiating career and all 
U1e while worked as a radio broadcaster. 

In basketball, he began his coaching career at Follansbee St. Amhony 
(1960-61), winning the W Va. Class B State Catholic Championship with 
a J7. 5 reconl. After two years (1961-63) as an assistant at East Pittsburgh 
High - his alma mater - he came to Steubenville Catholic Central where he 
coached the boys' team IQ years (1963-73) with a 121-87 record: three sec
tional titles, three district titles and one OVAC championship (1973) when his squad compiled a 
22-2 overall record- the best in school history- led by fellow Hall ofFamer Jim Wood, 

He later returned to the hanlwood as the Steubenville Catholic girls' coach ( 1987-90). posting 
a 56-10 record wi!h two sectional titles; two OVAC crowns (1988 and '89) and the school's best 
record (21-2 in '89). 

He closed out his hoops' coaching with the Indian Creek.junior high girls' learn ( 1995-2007) 
where he won an additional I 16 games against 40 losses. 

He was named Coach of U1e Year multiple times in the Eastern District and District 5 and 
was selected as the co-coach of the United States All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Roundba!I 
Classic in Pittsburgh. 

In baseball, Nese coached Steubenville Catholic from 1963-75 with a sparkling 197-77 reconl. 
His teams won seven sectionals, five districts and one regional, finishing as Uie state runner-up to 
Shaker Heights in 1965. His 1974 squad posted a school-best 24-4 overall mark. 

After retiring from coaching, Nese wanted to remain close to high school athletics and became 
a baseba!L'soflball umpire. He was a respected member of that profession as well, and was hon
ored to work in 10 consecutive OHSA.A. State Softball Tournaments. He also served as an instruc
tor with the Steubenville Umpires Association.Nese also had a 30-plus year career as a WSlV 
radio play-by-play announcer and color commentator, working countless football, basketball and 
Amencan Legion baseball games. 

This marks Nese's sixth Hall of Fame selection. He·s also in the Ohio High School Baseball 
Coaches Association ( 1981 ), the East Boros Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
(1986); the OHS AA Officials Hall of Fame (1996); the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame (2006); and Uie Franciscan University Hall of Fame (2008). 

At East Pinshurgh (Pa,) High, Nese was a three-year letterman and co-captain of the Class 
B Pennsylvania state runner-up. He graduated from the College of Steubenville in 1960 where 
he was a four-year Jcttennan and a member of the No. I-ranked small college basketball team 
(1957-58) and team co-captain as a senior. He obtained his master·s degree from the Univcrsily 
of Dayton in 1974, 

Ted Talkington (Athlete. 200s) 
Ted Talkington (Magnolia High School, Class of 2004). This Blue Eagle 

product could simply score the basketball during his prep career. 
Magnolia's all-time scoring leader finished his career with 2,024 points, 

which was more than 600 points better than his nearest competitor, As a 
senior, Talkington scored at a 31 points per game clip, which followed up a 
junior season in which he poured in 29.5 points a contest. 

During the 2003-04 campaign, Talkington established his career-high point 
total with 45. As a senior, he shot 82 percent from the foul line and connected 
on 64 three·pointers. 

Talkington's game wasn't limited to scoring, however. He also averaged 
5,8 assists, 5.5 rebounds and 2,7 steals. 

Along with leading the sta!e in scoring twice, including the 2002-03 season, he helped guide 
the Blue Eagles to the Class AA state championship. By doing that, he became just one of five 
Mountain State products to accomplish the feat,joining the likes of Jerry \Vest, OJ, Mayo, Herbie 
Brooks and Bill Maphis. 

Talkington's aforementioned career-point total ranks 16th in West Virginia history 
He was a first-team all-state selection as both a junior and senior and captained the team both 

seasons. He was a second-team all-state pick after his senior season. He was also an all-OVAC 
and all-Valley perfonner, captaining the all-Valley team twice. 

He also scored 20 points in helping West Virginia rally for a 92-82 victory in the Samuel A. 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game, 

After high school, Talkington turned down several collegiate offers to accept an academic 
scholarship and walk-on spot at West Virginia University. He played in 46 games during his career 
with the Mountaineers and lettered twice. He was a member of WVU's National Invitational 
Tournament championship team in 2007. 

He opted not to play basketball during his final season of eligibility, electing to enroll in medical 
school after graduating with a degree in chemistry with a 4.0 grade point average. 

Along with his basketball prowess, Talkington was a standout for 1he Blue Eagles' football 
team. He was twice named a!!•OVAC - a first-team selection as a junior and honorable mention 
pick as a senior. 

Bob Koch (OVAC Family) 
Bob Koch (John Marshall High School, Class of 1971 ). Back in 2009 when 

he retired from Cameron High School, Koch offered a telling quote: "My 
goal has always been to leave this a better place than it was when I found it." 

In Koch's case, eve1ywhere he's been and everyone he's known !ms been 
belier for it ... and that certainly includes every corner of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference. 

His association with the conference dates back to 1981 when began helping 
with the hands-on calculations of the scores at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling 
Tournament, a role he filled for the ne~:t 30 years until the results were corn
puteriz.ed. At that point, he continued to assist by working the bullpen area. He received the OVAC 
Tournament Service Award in 1998 and the OVAC Tournament Director's Award in 2014. 

Koch has been on the OVAC Executive Boan!- the governing body of the hi-state conference 
- since 1989, first as the Class A representative and then as the Game Director of the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

!rs in that role - one he assumed in 2001 - that he has shined above all others due to the vast 
undertaking of the event from the selection of coaches and players, coordinating the week-long 
camp which is currently at Bethany College to all of the game·related activities which take place 
the week of the game. 

Respected for his opinions and his knowledge of the history of the conference, Koch has also 
been a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee and the OVAC Mtiseum Committee for 
several years. 

Koch graduated from West Vuginia University and later obtained his master·s degree in math 
education there. He spent one year at Martins Ferry High before moving on to Cameron where 
he began a 33-year career as a math teacher. He assumed Ule role of athletic director in 1989 
and spent the next 20 years guiding the Dragons' athletic programs to countless successes and 
facilities upgrades before retiring in 2009. Koch a!so spent several years as an assistant wrestling 
coach at CHS under the highly-successful Jim Potts. 

He sen'ed as co-chainnan of the Friends of Cameron Football event for six years, and was a 
special honoree of that group in 2015 for his contributions. 

Jimmy Mountain (Media) 
James A. "Jimmy" Mountain (St. John Central High School, Class of 

1931). You might say he "looked down from the mountain" as far as Ohio 
Val!ey journalists were concerned. 

Mountain chronicled the events of the area - both in and out of the 
athletic realm - with panicular emphasis on the Bellaire area, but he was 
well-known up and down the river for his writing style of accentuating the 
positive as well as his legendary entertaining and infonnative columns dur
ing nearly a half century. 

A two-spon athlete (football and basketball) at St. John's, he began his 
journalistic career right out of high school working for Greater Wheeling 
Home Talk and the Martins Ferry Daily Times. He served as Spons Editor for what became 
The Times Leader until he was called into military service in 19-11 during World War II, and 
upon his return he began a lengthy tenure as head of the Bellaire Bureau of that newspaper. 

Although his primary focus shifted to news, he continued to cover sporting events and was a 
fixture al Nelson Field football games involving both Bellaire and St. John Central under media 
legends Bill Van Home and Cal Pokas. 

An amateur boxer and a talented softball pitcher, Mountain had a Jifc.fong passion for 
American history, He was a member of Sigma Delta Chi - journalism's honorary fraternity -
and received several honors including the first Man of the Year from the Bellaire Lodge 310 
Chechoslovak Society of America; the Citizen of the Year from the Bellaire Fraternal Order 
of Police Associates; and was tabbed an honorary graduate of Bel!aire High Schoo! and was 
selected for that school's Wall of Fame. He also served as Clerk of Council for the city of 
Bellaire. He passed away on July 24, 1988 at the age of 74, 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Stan Blankenship (Couch) 

Stan Bla11kenship (Nicholas County High School,Class of 1968). He 
put together a resume unrivaled by anyone in the girls' basketball coac~
ing ranks, compiling a record of 542-240 during n career that began m 
1979 and continued until his retirement in 201 t. Those lofty numbers 
make him the a!J.time winningest coach in girls' hoops in both the Ohio 
Valley and the entire state of West Virginia. 

Blankenship's Lady :r-.formrd1s reached the pinnacle in 1982 when '"'"''\ 
they won the \Vest Virginia Class AAA State Championship with All-
American/OVAC Hall of Farner Amy Gamble as the star player. 

He also led JMHS to West Virginia Class AAA runner-up finishes in 1992 and 1994. Under 
his guidance, JMHS won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns. 

The Lady Monarchs also won nine OVAC championships under Blankenship's watch 
(1981, '82, '83, '84, '85, '91, '94, 2000, 2002}. The five straight titles from 1981-85 marks 
the longest consecutive string of girls' conference crowns recorded to date. 

Blankenship saw significant changes in high school hoops during his coaching career 
including the institution of the three-point line: the use of a smaller basketball and the mo\"e 
of girls' basketball in \Vest Virginia from fall to winter. He coached an amazing 40 players 
who went on to play college basketball after graduath1g from JMHS, . . 

Jle also coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley AU-Star Clamc several llmcs and 
received the OVAC's Richard Suffield Girls' Baske1ball Coaches Award in 2005. 

Blankenship move to the area from Nicholas County where he was a multi-sport standmtt 
in high school. 

That continued at the collegiate level when he attended West Virginia Wesleyan College, 
graduating in 1973 after amassing an unheard-of 13 varsity letters {four in track, four in cross 
countrv, four in basketball and one in football). 

Not Surprisingly, he was indtictcd into the West Virginia Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2012. 

Tom West (Coach) 
Tom Wtl't {Mannington IIigh School, Class of 1957), When he made the 

mo\"e to to coach and teach at Valley High, West did so for the long haul. 
After four years at Midview High in Grafton, Ohio, he came to Pine 

Grove where he became a coaching institution, guiding the Lumberjacks' 
football team for a total of 36 years over two tenns - his first from 1971-
2000 and then, after a seven-year absence. he returned from 2008-20 ! 3. 

During his 40 years as a head coach, he amassed n record of 242-176-1, 
including a 223-151 mark at Valley, 

West-coached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs 10 
straight years from 1991-200 and finished as the state rurmer-up fhe times 
( 1993, '94, '95, '96 and '98). llis 1993-94-95 teams all went undefeated in the regular season. 

Tiie Lumberjacks won OVAC championships in 1995 and '97 and captured the Ma,on~ 
Dixon Conference crown 11 times (1979, 85, 87. 89, 91, 92. 93. 94, 95. 96 and 97) 

\\-'est also served as an assistant basketball coach from I 971 "83. 
The football field at VHS is named Tom West Field in his honor. 
West received his bachelor"s degree in Edncation from Fairmont State College in 1961 and 

his master's degree in Administration from Akron University in 1971. 
He began his teaching career in Midview in 1961 where he was an assistant basketball 

and football coach and then the head football coach from 1967•70 before taking the job at 
Valley High. 

Jay Handlan (Athlete - 1940s) 
John "Jay" Handla11 (Triadelphia High Schoo!, Class of 1946). Ile 

earned 12 varsity letters in fi\·e sports for the Little Reds during three 
years - three each in basketball, football and track, two in tennis and 
one in swimming. 

In basketball, the 6-foot-2 forward earned All-City and All-OVAC 
largest Class AA and was all·slate mention. In football, he was a regular 
end and punter. After high school, he sen-ed three years in the U.S. Anny 
before enrolling at Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Va. 

Competing for W&L in_the_Southern Conferen_c~ - then a ~a)o.r col- . 
lege basketball league which mcludcd West Virguua, Duke, Vu:gmia, etc .. and others wl:ich 
broke off and fanned the Atlantic Coast Conference - he left his mark as one of the al Hime 
most prolific basketball scorers in major college history, . 

He became only the third major college player to score more than 2.000 career pomts by 
capping his 94-game career with JS points against WVU in his final game to reach 2,002. He 
averaged 21.6 points for his career. 

As a junior, he a\'eraged 26.2 points to nose out WVU All-American Mark Workman for 
second place nationally. He also led the nation in free throw shooting {86%) and set an NCAA 
record with 18-for-18 against Virginia. lie also scored a school, and Southern Conference, 
record with 66 points (49 in the first half) - then the third highe_st·c\·er maj?r colleg~ mark 
- against Funnan. In that game, he took 71 goal attempts (makrng 30). whtch remams the 
o!dest Division I NCAA record on the books. 

Handlan earned Helms Foundation All-America as a junior and was twice All.Southern 
Conference. As a senior, he also became a kicker/punter for the football team and was offered a 
tryout with the Oeveland Browns. He also lettered in track. 

He was drafted by the NBA Indianapolis Olympians. but opted to play in the National 
Industrial Basketball Leagne with the Akron Goodyear Wingfoots. He played four years and 
was an NIBLAII-S1ar in 1954. 

In 2015, he was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame. 

Dave Linn (Couch) 

Dm·e Ll,111 (Zane Trace lligh Schoo!, Class of 1971). Linn made his 
mark as the Buckeye Trail High girls' basketball coach for a d.ecade 
(1976-86). including am amazmg four--year run of appenrances m tlie 
OIISAA State Tournament (1978-81 ). 

Trail's 1978 st/uad posted a 2~-1 overall record; defeating S!flilhvil!e 
(41-38) in the Cass A state semifinals before fallmg to Ada (Jl-39) m 
the championship game, 

The 1979 team reached the pinnacle. defeating Fon Loramie (56-38) 
in the state semifinals and then downing Holgate (51-32) in the Class A 
championship game to complete a 23-2 record season. 

ll1e Lady Warriors weren't finished, rc1Uming to the "Final Four" in 1980 where the beat 
Portsmouth Clay (59"44) in the semifinals before falling to Ma~sfi~ld St. Peter's (61-5? in 
overtime) in the title game for a final 26-1 record; and then makrng It back to the clrnmpmn
ship game again in 1981. topping Edgerton (71-58) in the semis and losing another heart• 
breaker (54-52) to Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record. 

During his 10 years as the Trail girls' coach. he compiled an impressive 211-37 record, 
an 85 percent victory ratio. Trail also won the OV,\C Class A girls' championship in 1984 
under Linn. 

After some time off, he had a 12-year run as !he Trail boys' coach (l999·_2010), amassing 
119 wins including three or four sectional championships and a district title:rrgional appear
ance in 2009, Linn-coached boys' teams won the Pioneer Valley Conference title outright in 
2005 and shared the crown with Frontier and Shenandoah in 2010. The 2005 ieam also won 
the OVAC Class 2·A crown. 

During his career. Linn was selected "Coach of the Year'' at vnrious times in the Eastern 
District and District 12 and he was selected to coach in the OHSBCA North.South All-Star 
Gwe in 1982. 

A charter member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996, 
he's served as the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association SecretarylTreaourer and as the 
Pepsi/District 12 A!!- Star Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College, 
he was District l2's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall 
of llonor in 2013 and was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame in 2015. 

Andy Cross comc1u1J 
Andy Cross (Morgantown JEgh SchooL Class of 1972). One of the more 

recognizable officials of the Ohm Valley. Cross enjoyed a remarkable career 
calling the action in baseball. basketball and later in \"olleyball. 

His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he 
dedded to follow in the footsteps of his father who had worked football, 
basketball and baseball games in the Morgantown area, with his young son 
accompanyin" him to many of the events. 

Cross spent36 years on the baseball diamond. Among the highlights were 
23 regional and l3 state tournament assignments in Ohio and 10 regional 
and 13 state tournaments in West Virginia. He also umpired the Mizuno 
All-Star Series in Ohio eight times. The final game of his career came in !he 2013 \Vest 
Virginia State Tonmmnent. 

His basketball officiating spanned 31 years. On the Ohio side. he had 13 regional and three 
state assignments in girls· hoops and seven regional assignments in boys'_hoop, while in_ West 
Virginia. he worked nine regio11nls and three state tournaments for the girls and !2 regmnals 
and two state tournaments for the boys. 

Cross was the 2009 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials Award presented at 
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All.Star Basketball Classic and was honored with the District 
12 Basketball Coaches Association "Official of the Year" award in 1997, 

In the latter stages of his officiating career, he added volleyball to the mix and worked eight 
years, including many games at the tournament le\·el in both state~. . 

In addition to his on•field'coun work, Cross also served as president, secretary, mterpretcr 
and class instructor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice-president and 
imerpreter of the Ohio Va!!ey Board of Basketball Officials. He was also a member of the 
National Federation of Officials (NFOA) in both \Vest Virginia and Ohio. 

Cross was inducted into the OllSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Eddie Becker (Athlete - 1950s) 
Eddie Becker(Wheeling lligh School,Classof !9j0). Afour•yearWildcat 

basketball player, he was the most highly honored player on two teams which 
played in West Virginia State Championship games in the large-sd1~ol Class 
A. As a junior. the Tats finished state runner-up to Fainnont Semor. As a 
senior, \\'heeling capped a 25-0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame 
coach Everett Brinkman with the last of five litles and a state finals' win 
o\'er Elkins, 53-50. 

Becker. a two-time AU.State Tournament pick, earned first team all-class 
All-State as a senior as well as AII-OVAC largest Class A and All-City hon-
ors. He averaged 16.1 points as a junior and led the 'Cats as a senior wi_th . . 
more than :w points a game - rare for that era. He scored 20 or more pmnts >even times with 
a hlgh of 29 as Wheelinl! awraged 64 points per game. He also played footba!I. 

Recruited by West Virginia ll .. he left his mnrkon the WVU record books. The 6-foot forward 
led the freshman team in scoring with a 25-point gait. The dead·eye jump-shooter lettered three 
times on the varsity and ended a 75-game career with J .127 points ( 15 ppg) - the second most 
in school histnry at the lime. He averaged 18.7 ns a senior when he was team MVP. He also 
earned All•Southem Conference second team and was selected to the All-SC 1oumament team. 

At the time he graduated, he was one of 19 players listed on the All-Time WVU Team cbarts. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Neil Habig (Athlete - 1950s) 

Neil Habig (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1954). An 
honored high school and college football player, he competed longer in 
major pro football than any Maroon Knight in history, 

As a prep senior. the Martins Ferry native earned first team all·star 
honors on every eligible selection - AU-Valley "Big School", All• 
OVAC largest Class AA, and the five-school All-City team. Rated the 
"best defensive end" in OV by coaches who selected All-Valley, the 
two-way end and punter was the top blocker on a run-oriented team and 
landed four touchdown passes. 

The 6-foot, 190-pounder helped the Maroon Knights win their first-ever OVAC Class AA 
(largest class ar the time) title, with an 8-1 record. The lone loss was 13-7 to J0-0 record 
Benwood Union, the OVAC Class A champion which finished as the state runner-up. 

He earned a scholarship to Purdue University where he played both ways but was conven
ed, on offense, from end to center. A three-year kttennan and two-}'Car starter at center.line
backer-defensive end, he was selected as team MVP as a senior on a roster which had 13 Ohio 
Valley products including OVAC Hall of Fame honorees Nick Mumley and Kenny Mikes. 

Habig, a second team A!!,Big Ten Conference selection, played in the Senior Bowl All-Star 
game. He was drafted by the Green Bay Packers, but opted for the Canadian football League. 

He played seven seasons (1958-64) as a center-linebacker with the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders and was a dominant player at his position. He was II CFL All-Star center in 
1962, the first year this honor was awarded. and a Western Conference All-Star six times. 
As a linebacker, he was noted for his pass coverage and had 10 pass interceptions including 
six in 1963, 

Ben Wiley (Athlete - 1960s) 
Be11 Wiley (Powhatan High School, Class of 1963). He led his team to 

the school's best-ever baske1ball season (20·1) and only unbeaten (18-0) 
regular season in school history. 

The 5-foot-9, l 50-pound guard was a four-year player who scored near
ly 1,500 career points for the Indians. As a senior, he a\'eraged 28.8 points 
a game and was named Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year for the team 
coached by Lou Blumling, later a head coach of the Wheeling Tron men pro 
football team. Wiley was a two-time All-OVAC Class A choice and tabbed 
co-captain as a senior and captain ns II junior. The two-time AU-District 
honoree also was a first team All-Ohio choice by both The Associated 
Press and United Press International as a senior. 

In 1963, the Indians shared the OVAC Class A crown with Paden City and ended with a 
:20-1 record after bowing to Strasburg. 73-61 in the Class A District Tournament. 

ln baseball, he was a senior regular on the second Indians' team 10 win an Ohio title. The 
Indinns advanced to the regional tournament all four years (1960-63) during Wiley's career, 
The 1963 team, coached by Frank Bland, capped a 15-2 record season by winning the Ohio 
Class A crown with 11 3-0 championship game win O\'er Dublin after downing Spencen-i!le, 
2-1, in the semifinals. 

Wiley, a senior class president and honor student, attended Gannon College in Erie, Pa., 
and played basketball for four years. The playmaker averaged 10.6 points as a senior with a 
high game of 28 points. He scored 896 points in his career and was inducted into the Gannon 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1986. 

Rob Munn (Athlete - 1960s) 
Rub Mmm (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1966). The three-sport 

,1, standout helped the Bulldogs record their best combined football/basket
ball school year in history, 

In football. the team captain and quarterback-defensive back kd the 
first perfect record (9..Q) in school history, Coached by Joe Ault, the 
Bulldogs captured the OVAC Class AA title and were ranked No. 5 in the 
final Ohio Class A poll by United Press International. Bridgeport capped 
the perfect season with a 22-11 win al rival Martins Ferry for only the 
third win in 45 series games >'S. the Purple Riders. 

In basketball. the two-year team captain anchored the school's first
ever unbeaten regular season team (18-0) which captured an OVAC Class AA title and was 
ranked No. I in the Ohio Class A po!! by United Press International. Coached by OVAC 
Ha!! of Farner Frank Baxter, the Bulldogs scored more than 100 points in five games and 
won sectional and district crowns before falling to Dalton, 71-70, in the Canton Regional to 
finish at 24-1. 

The 6-foot-1, 175-pound forward averaged 24.1 points and 12 rebounds a game as a senior 
after sporting 11 20-point norm as a junior. 

TI1e senior was runner-up for Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year to Kerry Myers of Celina 
and earned first team AH-Ohio from UPI and third team from The Associated Press. He also 
was twice an All-OVAC selection and an All-District honoree in Eastern Ohio. 

Mmm was also n pitcher-infielder on the Bulldogs' baseball team. 
Tile 2010 Bridgeport High Ila!! of Fame inductee earned a basketball scholarship to 

Marsl_1all Universlty where he was a three-year varsity player after areraging 9.4 points and 
shooting 46.8 percent from the floor on the freshman team. 

Jim Wood (Athlete· 1970s) 
Jim Wood (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 1973). 

This Crusader was one of the most dominant basketball big men in the 
OVAC during the early 1970s. The talented 6-foot, 9-inch post help to 
carry Catholic Central to its first OVAC hoop crown, turning the trick in 
1973 in Class AAA - the largest classification at that time. The Crusaders 
went 22-2 that season, winning sectional and district titles nlong the way. 

He averaged 20 poims and 15 rebounds a game as a senior. Timse num
bers, combined with the team's success, earned him first-team alt-Ohio 
UPI and second•team AP all-state accolades to go with all-Eastern Distrkt 
plaudits. 

He was named first-team all-OV,-\C as a junior and senior, named II co-captain in 1973, In 
addition, one Florida newspaper tabbed him as honorable mention All-American as a senior. 

Wood was also a two-year lettennan in baseball for Catholic Central. 
His superb hardwood exploits earned him a scholarship to Georgia Tech, where he became 

11 four-year regular at center and was the team's leading scorer his first three year:s (11.1, 15.0 
and 14.7) and second on the team as a senior (14.1). He also led the team in rebounds two 
years. His career totals included 1,459 points nnd 740 rebounds. 

Wood was inducted imo the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame in 1985,just eight years nfter earn
ing his degree from the school. After his collegiate career. Wood played basketball in South 
America for 12 years. 

Tile Steubenville Catholic Central Hall of Farner still resides in the Ohlo Valley and is an 
OVAC basketball official. 

After graduation, he remained in the Erie area and became a civic leader who was rccog- 1--------------------------------
nized multiple times including the naming of a public building after him. Ile died in 2004, 

Jim Woofter (Athlete -1970s) 
Jim Wm!fier /Oak Glen High School. Class of 1973). He earned the 

honor of becoming the first Golden Bear athlete to attain All-American 
honors, earning those plaudits for his grid greatness at linebacker, center 
and fullback. 

The 6-2, 2:25-pounder was a two-time first-team all-state, all-OVAC 
and all-Valley honoree, As a senior, he was captain of the all-Valley "Big 
School" defensive team nnd runner-up for the Hunt Award, emblematic 
of the state's top lineman. 

As a senior, he recorded 126 tackles, 49 assists, fi\·e fumble recoveries 
and forced six fumbles in helping the Golden Dears to a 7-3 record. The tenacious defender 
registered 86 solo tackles, 46 assists, eight tackles for losses. three fumble reco\'eries and four 
interceptions as a junior. 

Woofter·s sparkling football exploits earned him All-American honors from Cooch & 

Kim Augur (Athlete • 1980s) 
Kim Augur (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1983). Her most 

impressive claim to fame is winning the OHS AA Class AAA 400-meter dash 
state championship as a senlor in 54.87 seconds. She missed the state record 
by a mere one-tenth of a second. Later on in that same state meet, Augur 
claimed the silver medal in the 200-meter dash (:25.18). 

TI1is Potter track great still holds the Ohio Valley record in the 400 meters 
at 54.87, She also established school records in the 100 (12.3) and 200 
(24.56), the latter still ranking as the second-best in valley history behind 
the 2422 turned in years later Bridgeport's Brittany Hocker, also an OVAC 
Hall of Farner. 

Augur is also a member of the Potters' school-record 4x400-meter relay 
team which turned in a 4: J 1.1 docking during her junior campaign. 

Iler achievements earned her II track scholarship to 1be Ohio State University. 
Augur was no one-sport wonder. She was also a talented basketball player for East Liverpool, 

earning first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and senior. 
Augur was inducted into the East Liverpool High Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990. 

Athlete and Scholastic Conch magazines. 
His prep football success nttracted recruiters from all the major schools. and Woofter opted 1--------------------------------

for the University of Tennessee. It proved to be a good choice as he was a three-year letterman 
and two-vear starter at defensive tackle for the Volunteers. 

His atliletk success was not limited to just the gridiron. As a senior, he was state shot 
put champion at Oak Glen with a 52-foot, 7-inch effort, and he also won the OVAC Class 
AAA shot put crown. Woofter was also a force in wrestling, He was the OVAC nmner-up at 
hearyweight as II senior. 

Dave Delande (Athlete· 1980s) 

Dare Delande (St. C!aimillc High School, Class of 1982). This wrestling 
great distinguished himself both on the prep and collegiate levels. 

His Red Devils' mat career was nothing shon of sensational. He finished 
with a stellar 136-10-1 record. In the process, Delande was a three-time 
OVAC champion. He was also the runner-up as a freshman. 

Delande was also a runner- up at the OJ !SAA State Wrest.ling Championships 
as 132-pound junior and he placed fifth at 138 pounds as a senior. 

He continued his wrestling greatness at West Liberty under the nunuring 
of legendary coach Vince Manseau. 

Delande was a three-time NAIA All-American for the Hilltoppers, achieving the feat in three 
different weight divisions. He was seventh at 142, fourth at 150 nnd national runner-up at 158. 

ms four-year WL record was a sparkling 96-23. 
lie still ranks in the top 10 in eight lli!!topper all-time mat records: falls, shutouts, 2-point 

near falls, 3-point near fa!!s, reversals, team points, wins and best winning percentage. 
Just as impressively, De!ande also was the Hilltopper wrestling program's first Academic 

All-American, earning back-to-back academic laurels ln 1985 and [986. He was also three
time team captain. 

He was inducted into the West Libeny University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010, After gaining 
his West Libeny diploma, he became a CPA. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jodi Bates (Athlete - 1990s) 

Jodi Bates (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999). Speed to 
bum. 11mt's exactly what this former Colt possessed as it pertained to 
track nnd field. 

A standout sprinter for the Colts, Bates shined in the JOO~ and 200-
meter dashes, winning 10 state medals during her career. 

Bates burst onto scene in a big way as a freshman, placing second in 
both the JOO (12.32) and 200 (25.12) at the Division II state meet, She 
didn't slow down from there. 

As a sophomore, Bates won her first state championship, blazing the 
Ohio Stadium track to a 24.87 to capture the 100-meter dash. She also finished second in the 
100 ( 12.37) for the second straight season. 

Bates broke through and climbed to the top of the sta!e podium in the JOO-meter dash 
ns a junior. It was one of four medals she claimed in that meet. She won the 100 in 12.22, 
finished second in the 200 (25.25) and ran a leg on the fifth-place 4x.100 (50.81) and eighth 
place 4x.400 squads. 

During her senior campaign, Bates ran consistently under !he coveted 12-second barrieL 
She successfully defended her 100-meter title (12.10) and anchored the fiftl1-place 4xl00 
(50.33) during the first state meet at Dayton's Welcome Stadium. 

En route to the state competition, Bates won 14 OVAC championships, inclliding four 
straight JOO- and 200-meter titles. She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional champion
ships during her career, while running a persona! best time of l L95, which still stands as 
Meadowbrook's all-time best and is the second-bes! ln Ohio Valley history. 

After her prep career, Bates signed to run at Wheeling Jesuit University, She competed just 
one season before developing an injury, which proved to be career ending. She attempted a 
comeback after transferring to Muskingum University. but the injury was simply too much 
to overcome. 

Whlle on the track is where Bates made her mark, she also lettered twice in basketba!! and 
\Yas an honorable mention all-league selection. 

Zach Amedro (Athlete - 2000s) 
Zach Amedro {John Marshall High School, Class of 2005). The Ohio 

Valley has produced several prolific passers in its history. This former 
Monareh is near the top in every passing category there is. 

As a senior, Amedro finished fourth in the balloting for the Kennedy 
Award and was a first-team all-state selection after putting forth one of the 
most prolific statistical seasons in history, He completed 188-of-289 pass
es for 2,939 yards and 33 touchdowns. He also ran for six touchdowns. 

That completed a brilliant three-year stint as quarterback in \Vhich he 
threw for more than 6,000 yards and 53 touchdowns. He completed 426-
of-761 career passes. 

Along with his state-wide honors, Amedro was named All·OVAC and was the offensive 
captain of'n1e Intelligencer's All-Valley team. In 2002, he was the newspaper's "Sophomore 
of the Year." 

After originally attending then FCS member Appalachian State, Amedro transferred back to 
the Ohio Valley and had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he twice finished as run
ner-up for the Harlan llil! Award, which is the Division II equivalent to the Heisman Trophy 

Amedro set Division II passing records for yards (14,733) and completions (1,079). His 
thirty }OD.yard passing games were also the best in Division II history. 

In leading the Hi!!toppern to the NCAA Division II playoffs as a senior, Amedro finished 
329-of-485 for 4,058 yards and 38 touchdowns in 10 games, He had a season•high eight 
touchdowns and 44 completions. 

During Amedro's junior season, the Hill toppers won the \VVIAC title and qualified for the 
playoffs, avenging their only loss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro. 

Amedro was twice named WVIAC "Player of the Year" and was a first-team Division II 
All•American and second-team Small College All-American by The Associated Press. 

Matt Powell (Athlete - 1990s) 
Mu.it Pawell (Barnesville High School, Class of 1990). This former 

Shamrocks didn't just score the ball, he filled it up every night during 
an impressive four-year career with 2,174 career points (stm in the top 
30 all-time in Ohio). 

Powell helped lead the Shamrocks to their first trip !o the Ohio Sweet 
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 points per game en 
route to first•tearn all-Ohio accolades by both The Associated Press and 
llnited Press International. 

UPI selected him as its Division III state player of the year, a worthy 
honor when you consider he scored 760 points that season, connected on 
60. three·point goals and was !68•of.2Q3 from the foul line, 11iat senior--year e.,ploslon fol
lowed a junior season in which he scored 621 points and his 46 "treys"'. 

Powell made an immediate impact for the Shamrocks. Ile scored 282 poim, as a freshman 
and then really took off, pouring in 510 points as a sophomore. 

His presence is still felt at Barnesville. He owns three of the top four puint totals ever 
recorded nt Barnesville. ms singk-gnme high of 45 ranked third and his 60 bonus baskets 
rank second all-time, PoweJl'g career points and free throws made (411) are ~choo\ records. 

Along with being recognized as all-Ohln, Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio 
North-South All-Star Garnes. He was the captain of the a!!-OVAC Class AA.-\ team, Eastern 
District Player of the Year, District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valley Big 
Schoo! team. He was ,elected to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Assodation Hall of 
Fame in20!0. 

After his prep career. Powe!! originally went to the Air Force Academy. but transferred back 
to Rio Grande College and etched his name into its lore. 

He scored 2367 career points at the college level, which is second in Rio Grande history to 
only Bevo Francis. He led Rio Grande to the NAIA Kational Tournament in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
during his senior season. I le was a three-time al!-Mid Ohio Conference selection, a two-!ime 
all-District 22 honoree and a NAIA A!J..i\merican Honornb!e Mention choice after the 1992-
93 campaign. As a senior at Rio Grande. Powell, who battled a foot injury dtiring his junior 
campaign, scored 705 points and served as a co-captain. 

Kacie Vavrek (Athlete - 2000s) 
Kacie l-'aink (Bellaire High School, Class of2002). You name the sport µ 

and this former Big Red shined brightly, 
A four-year kttennan in three sports, Vavrek left her biggest marks on the 

basketball court and on lhe track. 
In b:isketball, Vavrek scored in bunches, She finished her prep career with 

1,631 points. which at the time of her graduation was tops amongst Bellaire 
females. lt's since been broken by her sister, Ashley, 

During her senior sea.son. Vavrek led the area in scoring at 23.9 points 
a game, She was named firsHearn All-Ohio, AU-District 12, Al!-OVAC, 
Eastern District "Player of the Year" and finished fourth in the voting for 
Ohio's Ms. Basketball. 

Vavrek took part in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC AJJ.Star Game. She 
Jed the South squad with 20 points in that contest. 

As a junior, Vavrek scored at an OV-best 22.7 points per game clip. She 11as named first• 
team All-Ohio, All-Eastern District, All-District 12, A!!-OVAC and captained the All-Valley 
team. 

On the track, Vavrek was one of the area's all-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers. 
Vavrck finished her prep career with JO state medals. Taking that a step further, she won a 
trio of state championships. 

After reaching the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore to come up short, 
Vavrek broke through as a junior by winning the slate title. She was fourth in the low hurdles 
and fifth in the high jump that season as well. 

As a senior, Vavrek went double-gold. She defended her high hurdle title and added the 
lows, which was an event she didn't compete in often early in her career. She was a four-time 
placer in the high jump. Vavrek's personal•best time of 14.53 had been the valley's all-time 
best. 

Along with her state success, Vavrek was a four--time OVAC high hurdk champion. All 
told, she won or played a role in 11 conference track titles and helped the Big Reds claim 
two team crowns. 

Vavrck was also a standout in volleyball. She was chosen as AII-OVAC and played in both 
the District 12 and OVAC All-Star Games. 

Vavrek was named the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club"s Female Athlete of the Year for 2002. 
Wi!h opportunities to run track or play hoops, Vavrek elected to continue her roundball 

career at Kent State University. She was a four-year player for the Flashes and started in 22 
games during her career. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"As a Janner OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this co1iference plays in the lives of the member 
schools' student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmamvhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded
icated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame 
is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and 
motivate today's athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success." 
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Class 
of 

2017 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ross Stoltz (OVAC Contributor) 
Rt1ss Stoltz (Naponee High School (Nebraska). Class of 1965). He 

has been a tme friend and supponer of the conference, most evident 
as the ~ponsor of the popular OVAC McDona)d's A!l,Star Band which 
entertams !he crowd durmg pregame and halftime at the annual OVA .. C 
Rudy Mumley AH-Star Foo1ball Game each July. The band features 
some of lhe best musicians from schools throughout the conference who 
come together for a week prior to the game and never disappoint with a 
spectacular perfonnance. 

Under Stoltz' leadership, McDonald's also is a sponsor of 1he OVAC 
Kick•Off Classic; the \\'es! Virginia "Super Six" State Football Championships which have 
become n fixture at Wheeling Island Stadium; and has a strong local involvement with many 
area schools including band sponsorships, srndium banners, scoreboards and yearbooks as 
well ns donating fo area track meets and baseball events. 

McDonald's is also a yearly sponsor of the highly.regarded "Beast of the East" suwmmer 
baseball tournament which has become a summertime staple in the Ohio Valley; a major 
sponsor of the area's professional hockey learn - the \Vheeling Nailers; an donates annually 
lo the local YMCA. 

Stoltz personally presents local nominations to nthletes for the prestigious McDonald's 
High School All-American Classic. 

He began his career with McDonald's in 1965 as a 17•yearold crew member.After serv
ing in the U.S. Anny (1967•70) and attending the University of Nebraska (Class of 1973), 
he returned to McDonald's in various capacities starting in 1974 and since 1996 has been 
the Owner/Operator of lO McDonald's restaurants throughout the Ohio Valley (Barnesville, 
Belmont, Elm Grove, Mnrtins Ferry, Moundsville, St.Clairsville, Triadelphia, Wnrwood and 
Woodsfield). 
. ~toltz has received the Golden Arch A\~ard, the McDonald's Corpor~tion's highest recog

muon for an Owner/Operator that recogmzes a focus on cnstomer service, outstandin<> food 
quality and restaurant operations, and exceptional contributions !o the local community. 
. He's a board member of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Morgantown; a long

ll!ne sponsor for McDonald's MAC Grants for Teachers program; and provides extensive 
support to local schools. 

Dave Caldwell (Coaches) 
Dm·c Caldwell (Beallsville High School, Class of 1973). He proved the 

theory of "the little engine that could" by nchieving a tremendous amount 
of success coaching football and one of the smallest schools nround, 
compiling n record of 196-102-1 during his 29 years !IS he!ld coach of 
his alma mater. 

Caldwell began his coaching career as nn assistant at Cnldwell High 
under Mike Devol and then returned "home" to Beallsville where he 
assisted J.B, Majors for two seasons (I 981-82) . He was elevated to the 
head coaching post in 1993 and held that job until retiring in 2011. 

Under C!lldwell's guidance, the Blue Devils won sh Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Class A championships (1988, 1992, 1994, 2000, 2006 and 2011) and 
sh Pioneer Val!ey Conference titles. Beallsville reached the OHSAA,/'layoffs eight times 
\1994, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2001) and posted !l playo record of 5-8. That 
mduded a run lo the Division VI, Region 23 championship and a spot in the state semifinals 
in 1?94 and a career-capping 10.3 season in 2011 when BHS advanced to the D-VI, Region 
23 tllle contest. 

Caldwell was tabbed "Coach of the Year" in the Eastern District nnd PVC multiple times 
and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game five times (1989, 1993, 
2001, 2005 and 2009) with a 2-3 record in the mid.summer classic. 

Caldwell, who made a brief coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah in 2014, also 
assisted in basketball and track during his time at Beallsville. 

As an athlete, he was a three-sport perfonner at Beallsville High School (football, basket
ball and track), playing on the school's first unbeaten football team in 1972. He went on lo 
play football for four years at Muskingum College, earning his degree !here in 1977 and later 
obtaining a master's degree from Salem University, 
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Arthur 'Butch' Joseph covAc Family) 
.- Artltur "Butch" Josepll (Bellaire High Schoo!, Class of 1963). When 
the conference needs to keep things "running" in the fall or the spring, 
Joseph has been !he go-to guy for many years as a member of lhe OVAC 
Track and Cross Country committees, serving as co-chairman of the track 
comminee with his wife, Donna.an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007. 

A veteran of the United Stales Air Force who served during the Vietnam 
\~'ar. he s.tai:ted o~ficiating local .track meets in the ea~IY. 1970s and began 
his assocrntmn with the OVAC m the late 1980s, assistmg Flovd Deaton 
with the OVAC Volleyball Championships and being responsib!C for com
piling the weekly conference standings in that sport. 

Joseph has been nn integral part of the OVAC Cal Giffin Truck Championships dating back 
to the days.when t)ie small school divisions were contested at Shadyside's Fleming Field, and 
he also assisted with the big school meets at Bel!aire's Nelson Field either behind the scenes 
or as an on-track official. 

It was.Josep,h's vision lo convert the OVAC Truck Championships 10 their current format. 
!twas his desire to have the best athletes, regardless of class, compete against one••another 
man overall championship meet, which is how the event has been contested since 2010 n! 
St. Clairsville High. 

Jos.ep? has al~o b~en lhe m~n behind the computer responsible for the pre.event preparation 
and tJmmg/sconng at the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Country Championships on the campus of 
Meadowbrook High School in Byesville for more than IS years. 

Along with his wife, Joseph received the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Service award in 1997. 

Jeff Harrison (Media) 
Jeff Harrison (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1977). He has 

been a member of the sports media for 35 years and counting, including 
the last 17 at TI1e Daily Jeffersonian in Cambridge where he has been the 
Sports Edilor since 2007, Prior to that, he spent 18 years at The Times 
Leader in Martins Ferrv. 

He originated the coiicept of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall 
of Fame in 2004; is a member of the selection committee and in charge of 
producing the program for that event. He's also a member of the OVAC 
Softball Committee and OVAC Coach of the Year Selection Committee 
mid r,reviously handled publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley AH-Star 
Foot mll Game for seven years. 

Hanison was nlso the catalyst behind the fonnation of the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame in 2008, serving as Chainnan of the Hall of Fame Selection 
Commillee and handling publicity since that lime; and is a member of the Martins Ferry 
High School Athletic Hall of Fame Commitlee, serving as the primary researcher/biographer 
for that group. 

He is a member of The Associated Press East District Selection Committee for foo!ball/ 
hoys' basketball/girls' basketball, serving as chairman since 2009; an AP state poll voter; 
a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association Media Advisorv Comminee and 
a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. He was the 2006 recipient of the 
Eastern Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association's 1-.-ledia Awnrd ; District 
12's selection for the Ohio High School Baskelball Coaches Association Hall of Honor in 
2015 and has won se\·eral OPSWA writing contest awards. 

Hanison, who a!len~ed Ohio University Eastern and currently resides in Byesville, 
authored the book Holdmg Court: The Gene Ford Story (2005), the biography of the legend
ary Cambridge High School boys' basketball coach. 

He. also sen'ed as public address nnnouncer at several venues over the years, including 
Martms Ferry football and boys' baske!ball, Meadowbrook girls' baskelball and the District 
12 AU,Star Basketball C!nssic; and wns a youth basebal!!soflball coach for 22 years in the 
Martins Ferry Civics Athletic Association and the Guernsey Valley Baseball Association. 

Terry Leggett (Coaches) 
Terry Leggett(Midva!e High School, Class of 1965). The ultra-successful 

Leggett began his coaching career as an assistant at Shvue Hiah School 
and then was head coach there for two seasons (1973-74 and '74-75). 

He went to old Zane Trace High School for lhe next two years ('75-76 
and '76-77) and when that school consolidated with Madison High to be" 
come Buckeye Trail, Leggett was named the school's first coach. 

Hi,5 initial Warrior squad ( 1977-78) accomplished a remarkable feat, 
postmg a perfect 18-0 regular season (21-l overall) and winnin<> the 
OVAC Class A championship, sectional !Ind district titles and fini~hing 
runner-up in the regional, losing a 43-42 heartbreaker to Indian Valley 
South. 

During his 12 years at Trail (he called it quits following the 1988-89 season), the Warriors 
never had a losing season and amassed an incredible 225"50 record. That included two trips 
to the OHSAA Class A "Fin!ll Four" -- his 1982-83 team went 25-l and the 1986-86 team 
turned things around after a 4-5 start to make the stale semifinals and finish 20-7, 
Legg~tt-co~cbed Trail teams won nine sectional tit)es, five district crowns and two regional 

champ10ns!ups and he was named UPI Class A Ohm "Co-Coach of the Year" in 1983. His 
teams won OVAC titles four strnight years ('78, '79. '80 and '81) and were state-ranked six 
times. He was named overall OVAC "Coach of the Year" in 1978 and was also a four-time 
District 12 "Coach of the Year" honoree. All told, his teams compiled a 268-92 record in 16 
seasons. 

He coached in the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic three times and was an assistant coach 
in the Ohio North-South A!I-Star Game once. 
A graduate of Findlay College, he served as an Eastern District Board member and was 1he 

Game Director of the District 12 Basketball A!!•Star Game for many years. He also served 
on the Rules Interpretation Committee of the OHSAA. 
Inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997, Leggett was also a/hysical educa
tion teacher and athletic director during his days 111 Buckeye Trail. He passe away in 2009. 
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Roger Sowers (Onicial) 

Roger Sowers (Roseville High School, Class of 1952). He spent a num
ber of years in various roles - coach, athletic director, guidance counselor, 
principal and instructor - but Sowers is probably best known as a long
time basketball official. 

Sowers, who spent more than 30 years in education, began as a bas
ketball coach, serving four years as head coach at Pleasant City High 
and seven years at Barnesville High, posting u combined 130.99 record. 

He officiated his firs! varsity basketball game in 1959, and became a 
full-time referee in 1968 once his coaching days were over. He worked 
40 years over five decades, including nearly a quarter of a century as a tot1mament official 
at the sectional, district and regional levels. 

He was a charter member of the East Central Ohio Officials Association in the Cambridge 
area, serving as president, rnles interpreter and on the executive board over the years. He 
also served as president of the Ohio Association of Basketball Officials. 

Sowers, who also officiaied at the col!ege !eve] in the Ohio Athletic Conference. spent 
20~plus years teaching a basketball officiating course at Ohio University Eastern, wi1h sev• 
era! of his fonner students later becoming high school and college officials. 

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Association's Officials Hal! of Fame 
in 1995; received a Distinguished Service Award from the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association and a Meritorious Award from the OHSAA in 1998 for 40 years of service. 
The Roger Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 1000, with the 
yearly recipient a Barnesville High senior planning to attend Ohio University Eastern and 
major in education. 

A Crooksville native, he earned a bachelor's degree from Mariella College where he was 
a four-year letterman in baseball and a one-year knennan in basketball. and obtained his 
master's degree from \Vest Virginia University. 

He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64. 

Bill Gompers (1940s Alhlele) 
Bill Gompers (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1945).He was 

an honored running back on two top Maroon Knight football teams and 
also lettered on two state Catholic Tournament championship basketball 
teams. 

A two-time selection on the five-team All-City football honor roll, the 
two-way standom helped Central win the 1943 City Championship with 
a 9-1 regular season record before the Knights competed in a post-season 
Steel Bowl contest won, 20-19 by Rochester. 

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition. he was team co
captain on a 6-3-1 record Knight squad. 

In basketball, Gompers competed on two teams which extended the Knights' streak to 
five consecutive W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships.The 1944 team went 22-3 in 
regular season and Catholic Tournament play before the Knights won two of three games in 
the Eastern States Catholic Tournament. That team was coached by charter OVAC Hall of 
Fame coach Jim Foti. 

Both Gompers and Foti were among inductees into the charter \\.'heeling Central High 
School Sports Hall of Fame. 

During Gompers' senior season, the 6-foot-1, 180-pound back was offered football schol
arships at several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he lettered for three seasons 
and played both ways on two Irish teams proclaimed ns National Champions - lg46 (8-0-! 
record) and 1947 (9-0), which was led by Heisman Trophv winner Johnny Lu jack. Gompers. 
cited as a top blocker. averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He played in the 1946 scoreless tie vs. 
Anny which was labeled the "Game of the Century." 

Gompers was selected to p!ay on the College All-Star team which played the NFL cham~ 
pions, the Chicago Cardinals, in a post-season game. 

Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pro All-American Football Conference, he played both 
ways for one season as the team bowed to the Cleveland Browns in the championship game. 

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlele) 
Tom "Knute" Fmm:kliauser (Steubenvi!lc Catholic Central High 

School, Class of 1955).The 6-foot, 195-pound offensive end-defensive 
back was the leading scorer as a senior on a 9- I record Crusader team, the 
school's best record since 1946. He landed nine touchdown passes - high 
for that era - and remmed three pass interceptions for scores. His best 
output was in a 45-6 win over Wellsville when he scored on an 81-yard 
TD reception and returned two interceptions for 57- and 69-yard scores. 

An All-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio honoree, he competed in the 
Ohio-W.Va.All-Star game won by Ohio, 31-20. 

He accepted a scholarship to Purdue University where he lettered three 
years and started as a junior and senior as the team's leading pass receiver. He was named 
team MVP as a senior. He helped the Boilennakers upset the nation's No. I ranked team. 
Michigan State, in 1957. A second team All-Big Ten honoree as a senior. he played in i7 
career games with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs. 

He was the 33rd overall selection in the 1959 NA.. Draft third round by the Los Angeles 
Rams. In his rookie season, the eornerback had three interceptions. 

In 1960, he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft and became 
the firs! Cowboy to carry the ball by returning the opening kickoff in the inaugural regular 
season game. 

After two years with the Cowboys, he capped his five-year, 58-game pro career with a two
year stint on the Minnesota Vikings. He was forced to retire in !964 after suffering a brain 
injury during a tackle in a training camp scrimmage. He had 13 career interceptions. 

A first cousin of OVAC Hall of Farner Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997. 
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William 'Catfish' Hearst (1950s Athlele) 
l'li/Uam "Ca(fish" Hearst (Wellsburg High School,Class of 1959).Th~ 

first sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. to break the 50-second barrier 
at 440 yards, he was dominant at the quarter mile, which he didn't star1 
running until his junior season, and 220 yards while a!so competitive in 
the 100 and long jump. 

As a senior, he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W.Va. Regional 
and state meets--a repeat title-the one-class OVAC meet where he 
was top scorer, the Bellaire, Toronto, Wellsburg and t-.fansfield Relay~. 
and was one of only two Ohio Valley athletes to ever win an individual 
event at the most prestigious Midwest invitational meet. His 49.6 mark 
at Bel!aire was the first Ohio Valley sub-50-second clock.i11g, and be time and a!l-time best 
49.1 at the W.Va. regional meet. At the one-class state meet, he repeated as 440 champion 
with a record 49.5 mark and also won the 220 with a record-tying 22.1 time. As a junior, he 
won the state 440 in 50.05 seco11ds. 

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event featuring athletes from three states and 
won by a Paul Warfield-led Warren Harding team. Hearst won the JOO (!0.G), was second in 
the 220 and won the 4-10 (49.6) with two meet records. 

A two-time A!l-Valley Track honoree at 100,220 and 440. the Wellsburg Express was 
selected captain as a senior and noted as "the greatest quarter-miler produ~ed in these parts.". 

Hearst also was a four-year football and three-year basketball player and competed in the 
1959 W.Va.-Ohio All-Star football game won by \V.Va .. 7-6. 

He attended W, Va. Sta!e and also served in the U.S. Anny during the Vietnam \Var. After 
returning home, he was a long-time coach of the Ohio Valley Track Cl11b, a certified track 
official and helped coach at Bethany College, An annual Memorial Schr,larship in his name 
is presemcd each year at Brooke High. 

Hearst passed away in 2002. 

Roger Alford (1960s Athlele) 
Roger .4lford (Wintersvi!!e High School, Class of 1962). He was a 

racial pioneer at West Virginia University and the Southern Conference 
after a three-sport career at old Wintersville High. 

Alford competed in football, basketball and track for the Golden 
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Kettlewell as ''one 
of the two best football players I coached" along with OVAC Hall of 
Famer Alan Jack. who later starred al Ohio State University. 

In foolball, the 5-foot-10, 225-pound tackle was All-OVAC Clas~ 
AA.All.Valley "Big School" first team, and AH-Eastern Ohio first team 
all-class selection. 

The Mountaineers broke the "color barrier" in 1962 when they recruited Alford and 
fullback Dick Leftridge of Hinton, W.Va .. the first African~Americans to wear a WVU 
football unifonn. After playing on the freshman team. Alford lettered three varsity seasons 
and sta11ed the last two as an offensive guard. He was named to the 1960-69 AH-Decade 
TeamatWVU. 

In 1999, he was inducted postumously into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. 
He was the fourth Alford brother to attend college and play football. His brother Bob co

captained the Kent State team in 1961. Roger earned four degrees from WVU, completing 
his studies for bachelor's, master's, physical therapy and dental degrees. He was a dentist in 
Detroit when he died in 1996. 

Alford was a starter in at !east 1hree memorable WVU games - the 63-48 win over Pitt in 
1965; !he 28-27 upset win over No. 9 Syracuse in 1964; and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl 
game vs. Utah in Atlantic City. 

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athlete) 

Dick Tomlinson (Wheeling High School, Class of 1961). He was a 
6- foot-5. 2 IO-pound three-sport standout who was a rare two-year "Big'" 
all-class, first team All.State basketball honoree; state mid OVAC track 
star with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 100-yard 
sprint); and football quarterback. He earned a basketball scholarship lo 
the University of Florida and set a school game point record. 
At old Wheeling High, he competed in basketball, football and track for 
three years and also golf as a senior. 
In basketball, besides being a two•time "Big" all-class and Class AAA 
all-stater. he was twice captain of both the OVAC largest Class AAA 
and the five-school All•City honor rolls. He averaged 23 points a game both as a junior and 
senior - the top marks in the city and OVAC Class AAA.As a senior and team captain, he led 
the Wildcats lo sectional and regional titles and into the state tournament before bowing to 
Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals. He earned All-Tournament honors. 
ln track, the senior team captain won the stale one-class shot put (51-4 !/2) and placed 4th in 
the 100-yard dash. He was second in !he shot put as a junior. 
Tomlinson was A!l-Va!!ey both in sprints and weights. At the OVAC mi:et, he won the shot 
put (51-5 3/8) and placed second in the 100 and third at 220 yards. 
In football, the rangy quruierback was team co-captain and team MVP as a senior. He earned 
All-City two years and was selected captain as a senior. He rated mcnticin on the All-OVAC 
and All-State Class AAA two years. As a senior. he led the Wildcats to their fourth straight 
City title and 6-3-1 record including an 18-14 upset of eventnal state Class AAA champion 
Weir, the only loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of 
Farner Bob Kellev, 
At the University" of Florida, after playing on the freshman basketball team, he started three 
varsity seasons and plaved in 72 games with 863 points and 529 rebounds while shooting 
49.29c from the floor an·d 73.2% at the line, 
As a junior, he set Gator school records with 44 points including 19 r,oals in a win over 
Tampa. The 44-points currently ranks No. 2 all•time in school history. As a senior, he aver
aged 12.9 points and 7,J rebounds. 
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Gary Repella (19705 Athlete) 

Gary Repell'! (Steubenville High School, Class of 1970). lie enjoyed 
stellar car~ers m basketball, baseball and football for the Big Red. 

It was m hoops that led to a collegiate scholarship as Ohio State 
coaching legend Fred Taylor inked !he talented 6-3 guard one year after 
landing St. John Central star Allan Homyak. ' 

Repella helped lead Steubenville to a 23-1 mark as a senior as Dig 
Red, under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Wan, claimed the OVAC Class 
AAA championship. He averaged 18.l points per game in becoming 
the district player-of-the-year while being named first-team All-Ohio. 

Repella was a two-time All-Valley "Big School" and All-OVAC honoree. lie scored in 
do~ble figures in eve_!)' _game as a senior for the well-balanced Big Red. He averaged 15 
pomts per game as a JUmor. 

He was also a gem on the diamond, starting for three seasons. 11ie slick•fielding second base
man helped Steubenville win the OVAC title in his senior season of 1968 with a 22-7-1 mark 

In his final campaign, he baned .357 on the strength of 35 hits while being named fi~t
team All-Valley. There was no All-OVAC team nt that time, 

Repella was selected to play in the Ohio All-Star Game ln Columbus, which also signi
fied All-State honors. He was also n key performer for the Steubenville Legion team which 
earned a berth in the state tournament in Athens. 

Repella was a two-year starter in football at Steubenville. As a senior, he directed the 
ground-oriented Big Red to a 7-2-1 record, tying powerhouse Massillon. He completed 
30-of-64 passes for 517 yards and five TDs that fall. 

After graduating from Steubenville lligh, Repella took his versatile talents to Columbus 
to play basketball at OSU, 

The NCAA had a rule in place prohibiting freshmen to play on the varsity squad, but 
Repella made tl1e most of his time with the Buckeyes' frosh, lending the team with a 19.2 
scoring average. A back injury slowed his sophomore campaign when he started two games 
and played in 15. He tallied IO points in his first start that season against Butler. As a junior, 
he served as a backup to Homyak, a three-time first-team All-Big Ten honoree. 

Rcpel!a became a full-time starter as a senior, and he was second on the team with 59 
assists while averaging 7.6 points a game, with ll high game of 19 points. He played in 23 
of 24 games and started 19 as a two-guard. 

He .still resides in Ste~benville, serving the _city for many years as Jaw director. His <laugh• 
ter, Liz, was a 2,000-pmnt hoop scorer for Big Red before starring at WVU, 

Chris Jones (1980,Athlete) 
Chris Jones (John Marshall High School, Class of 1982), Bob 

Montgomery has authored a legendary career as the longtime head base
ball coach at John Marshall. In his four·plus decades at the Monarch helm, 
he has garnered nearly 900 wins. so when he says Chris Jones is the "best 
high schoo! player I've coached," it has impact. The talented righthander, 
who also yielded a potent bat, has the stats to back up !hat statement, 

In his three years on the Monarchs' mound, Jones recorded an amazing 
30-3 pitching mark. Two of his setbacks were shutout defeats. lie helped 
JM capture three successive OVAC 4A titles (1980-82) while compiling a 
brilliant 84~ l 5• l record, 

Jones started his JM career on a high note, compiling a 9-0 pitching mark ns a sophomore 
as Momgomery's charges won an amazing 31 of 33 starts. Jones was accmtled second•tearn 
all-Valley's honors that spring. 

He raised his level of play even more as a junior, dazzling both as a hurler and a hitter as JM 
compiled a stellar 25-4 mark. At the plate, Jones led the valley with a smoking .500 batting 
average, going 46-of-92 with eight doubles, six triples, three homers and 31 RBI while scor
ing 26 mns. As a pitcher, he won 10 of II decisions. strikJng out 122 in 78 innings of work, 
He had a miniscule 1.62 ERA while walking just 31 batters. He earned first-team, all-state 
all-Valley and all-OVAC plaudits that spring. ' 

Jones w~ just ~s 9ominating as a senior, helping JM gamer a 28-9- J record. He struck out 
171 batters m 97 mmngs of work. He was 11-2 on the mound with a 1.61 ERA. He batted J93 
with 44 hits and an Ohio Valley-leading eight home nms. He knocked in 37 runs and scored 32 
more. lie blasted six triples and two doubles. lie was named co-captain of the all-Valley team 
while also being named first-learn all-West Virginia, a!I-OVAC and all-Mountaineer League. 

Jones also sparkled on the gridiron as a senior, earning honorable mention all-OVAC honors 
as a defensive back. 

The Ohio State Uniwrsity won the recruiting battle for the talented ~fonarch. Jones was 
in the Buckeyes' staning rotation as a sophomore and junior, going 8-8 with 134 strikeouts. 
TI1e Toronto Blue Jays drafted him in the fourth round after his junior year. He pitched sevens 
seasons in the minors, reaching the Class AAA level. 

Scot Maffe (1980, Athlete) 
Scot Maffe (Bellaire High School, Class of 1985). Be it football, bas

ketball or baseball, Maffe delivered in quality fashion for the Big Reds. 
Although equally productive in all three sports, baseball was his linch

pin. After his stellar Big Reds' diamond career, he matriculated to Ohio 
University where he played baseball three years for the Athens.based 
Bobcats, lettering twice. 

Maffe was a four-year letterwinner in baseball at Bellaire, earning a 
myriad of honors after establishing a host of school records. When he 
completed his Big Reds' career, he owned the following baseball records: 
season at-bats (105), career singles (85), doubles in a game (3), triples 
in o game {2), RBI in a game (6), career runs (95), stolen bases in a game (4), season (33) 
and career {55); innings pitched season (76), career (202) and pitching wins season (12), 
career (26). 

lie was a first•team all-OVAC. all-District and all-Valley honoree in all three sports as a 
senior. He was also selected to play in all three OVAC All.Star games. 

Maffe was a two-year starter al quarterback for Coach John Magistro in football. He was 
special mention all-Ohio as a senior along with first team all-Eastern District and all-OVAC 
He was also the Big Reds' captain. 

Maffe was a slick and savvy point guard for Coach Gene Ammirante on the hardwood, 
earning honorable mention al!-OVAC as a junior and first team honors as a senior. 

The three•year hoop letterwinner was a second-team all-Valley honoree as a junior. He 
enjoyed a banner senior campaign, earning first•team all-OVAC, all-District and a!I-Val!ey 
honors while also being a special mention all-Ohio honoree, 
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Jami Bendle (1990,Athlete) 
•Jami Bendle (Edison High School, Class of 1994). This fonner 

\Vi\dcnt ace was absolutelv dominant in the pitching circle throughout 
her prep and collegiate carCers, 

Her pitching stats were simply mind-boggling, Bendle finished with 
an 86-14 career record, which was an Ohio Valley record at the time of 
her graduation. She worked 649 innings, while recording 780 strikeouts 
against just 150 career walks. She allowed only 257 hits. Those stats 
certainly ~veren't hollow either, as they translated lo three OVAC titles, 
three sectmnal crowns, three district titles and a pair of trips to the Ohio 
State Tournament. 

As a senior, which was the first year of the Edison Local consolidation Bcndle's work in 
t~e circle helped the W\ldcats reach the Division I regional tournament ~ith a 29-0 record. 
She defeated Upper Arlmgton. while throwing a no-hitter, in the semifinals. Their quest for 
return trip to state came up short against Westerville South. 

During her junior season, Bendle guided Edison South to the Division II state final where 
it fell, 6-1, to Tallmadge. As a sophomore, Edison South advanced to the state semifinals 
behind Bendle's right arm before falling to LaGrange Keystone,4-2. 

Bendle's accomplishments didn't go unnoticed. She was named all-OVAC four times and 
twice earned conference player of the year. She was twice named to the first•team all-Ohio 
squad and once to the second-team all-state unit. She was a four-time all-Eastern District pick 
and four-year member of the all River Valley League team. 

Bendle's prep prominence earned her the right to pitch at the Division I level. She altended 
East Carolina Univ~r:sity, helping.th~ Pirates to win three consecutive Big South titles. She 
was firsHeam all-B1g Solllh as a JUmor and second-team as a senior. 

While earning four letters at ECU. Bendle Jed the team in wins and strikeouts for three 
straight. seasons. She had 27 victorie.s in 1997 a_nd als? had 32 complete games that season. 
She fimshed at ECU ranked second m school lustory m games pitched (136), games started 
( 118), complete games (92), innings pitched (755). strikeouts (328), wins (79) and shutouts 
(27). She c,ompiled a 1.86 earned run average, which ranked fourth in school history, Also 
a standout m the classroom, Bendle earned Academic All-American district honors in 1998, 

Mike Snively (1990s Athlete) 
Mike Snfrely(River High School, Class of 1992). There wasn't a sport 

or season where this fonner Pilot didn't leave a lasting mark as he earned 
all•state status in three sports. 

Playi~g for hi~ fnthe~ and fellow OVAC Hall of Farner, Terry, in foot• 
hall, Smvely fimshed Ins career with 5,192 yards and 43 touchdowns.As 
a senior, he threw for 2,153 of those yards and 16 touchdowns, He also 
handled the kicking and punting duties, posting 11 PATs and a punting 
average of 36.3 yards. 

During his junior season, he passed for 1,639 yards and 11 touch
downs. He also had 33 tackles from his safety spot that season. 

During his career, Sni\·e]y was named first-team all-Ohio as a senior and second-team ns 
a junior. He was also first-team all-OVAC, all-Eastern District and all-Va!lev. He was also 
an a!l-district pick as a sophomore as well. • 

Snively played in the OVAC A!l·Star Game where he was voted a team captain. 
When the win,ter rolled around, Snively didn't slow down. On the basketball court, he 

scored 1,415 pomts and knocked down 214 career three,point goa!s, which was an Ohio 
Valley record when he graduated. As a senior, Snively led the Ohio Valley with 74 three• 
point goals. He scored 514 points during his senior season en route to third·team all-Ohio, 
first-tea!11 ~11-Eas!em District, ~11-Valley,.all,District 12 and all-OVAC co-captaincy, 

As aJumor, Smvely poured m 22¢1 pomts a contest to go along with 7,1 rebounds, three 
assist.sand 2J steals. He connected on 71 three-point goals that season en route to honorable 
menuon all-Ohio, first-team al!-Eastern District, all-OVAC and nil-Valley. 

As a sophomore, Snively scored 17.9 points a game and had an outing where he knocked 
in lO bonus goals, which is still a River High record. 

In the sp~ng, S~ively s,hined at shortstop and pitcher for the Pilots. He finished his career 
as~ .377 hmer with 97 hlls. 64 RBI .and seven home runs. As a senior, Snively batted .617, 
wluch was an OVAC record at the time. He posted a 5-3 record on the mound with a 1.63 
earned run average. lie struck out 30 and walked IO in 51 innings of work. 

?nively was a first-team al!-state selection ns a senior and played in the prestigious 
M1zu~o ":'ii-Star Game. He was the OVAC Class 3A Player of the Year along with all-East
ern D1stnct, all-Valley and a!I-EOBL. He batted .409 as a junior was all-OVAC all-Eastern 
District and al!-EOBL. ' 

After his prep career, Snively attended Glenville State College to play football and bas• 
ketba!l. He later coached at Glenville and was the interim head basketball coach at Bluefield 
State College where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA at 24 years old. He also 
coached women's basketball, women's tennis and softball nt Bluefield. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Nate Davis (Atldete - 2000s) 

Nate Davis (Bellaire High School, Class of2006) •·· lt didn't matter the 
sport or season because this former Big Reds' standout just got it done. 

A four-year letterman in basketball and a three-year !ettcnnan in foot
ball, Davis re-wrote the Big Reds record books in both sports. 

As a basketball player, Davis did it both on the inside and outside for 
Gene Ammirante's learn.After helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA 
Division Ill State Tournament in 2004, Davis led the Bi" Reds back to the 
regional in 2005 and to an undefeated regular season i; 2006. 

He finished his prep career with 2,562 points, which ranks ninth in 
Ohio history. Davis did much more than score the ball, however, as he 
also grabbed 1,175 rebounds. which ranks seventh in the Buckeye State. and he passed out 
more than 500 assists. 

During his senior campaign, Davis averaged 38.9 points a contest en route to first-team 
all-Ohio accolades. He was a finalist for r-.k Basketball and was the Eastern District, District 
12 and OVAC Class ]A player of the year. He took part in both the Ohio North-South and 
Ohio-Kentucky All-Star games. 

On the footba!l field, Davis was just as impressive for Coach John Magistro's team. 
In his career, Davis completed 454-of-925 passes for 7,345 yards and 81 touchdowns. As 

a sophomore, Davis guided the Big Reds to the Division IV state semifinals, throwing for 
2,296 yards and 22 touchdowns. 

The Big Reds returned to the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2,740 yards 
and 35 touchdowns. 

Davis was Ohio's Division IV Offensive Player of the Year as a senior, He was a first-team 
all-Ohioan as both a junior and senior and earned second-team accolades as a sophomore, 
He was first-team all-OVAC three times and took part in bo!h the Ohio North-South and 
OVAC AH-Star games. 

Along with his football and basketball prowess, Davis also let!ered in baseball. He helped 
lead the Big Reds to the regional champmnship in 2003 when he wns the club's every day 
catcher. 

As a senior, Davis went out for !rack and won the OVAC discus title with a toss of 140 
ft., 9 in. 

Davis inked a scholarship to Bal! Stale University and won the starting quarterback job as 
a true freshman. All told. he spent three seasons as the Cardinals' starting quarterback before 
announcing he'd forego his senior season to enter the NFL Draft. 

At Bal! State, Davis passed for 9,233 yards and 74 touchdowns.He was named the f,,fa\ 
American Conference's Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first-team all-MAC 
selection. He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State team MVP both 
as a sophomore and junior. 

As a junior, he led the Cardinals to a 12-0 record and berth in the MAC Championship 
Grune. 

After opting to enter the draft, Davis was selected in the fifth round by the San Frnncisco 
49ers. He made the team as a rookie. He was released and later signed to the team's practice 
squad in 2010. He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks, but has spent the Inst 
several seasons in an indoor league in Texas, playing for the Amarillo Venom. 

Davis becomes the second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame. His brother, 
Jose, was inducted in 2007. 
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April Rotilio (Athlete - 2000s) 
tlpril Rotilio, St. John Central (Class of 2006) - Speed was the nrune 

of the game for this former Lady Irish track and field standout. 
Rotilio is one of the area's most decorated track and field competitors. 

having compiled a whopping l2 medals as the OHSAA state meet. 
The premier eve-nt in Roti!io's career was the 400 meter dash. She 

placed four times at the state mee!, including earning gold as both a 
junior and senior, As a senior. she needed a furious kick in the final 
100 meters to win the title in a schooJ..record time of 56.09, Along with 
the lwo golds, Roti!io also earned a silver in the lap dash in 2004 and a 
fourth place in 2003. 

Her speed was limited to the 400, however. She was twice a bronze medalist in the 100 
meter dash and once a bronze medalist in the 200. She briefly owned the Division Ill state 
record in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC ti!le in 24.87. She owns the SJC 
record (12.12) in the 100 meters, too. 

Rotilio's third state title came when she anchored the 4x2 team in 200/i. 
Along with her slate prowess, Rotilio set the regional record in the 41)0 meter dash and 

also won I 1 OVAC event !itles as she !cd her teams to four consecutive conference chrun
pionships. The Lady Irish finished as Division Ill state runnerup twice during her career. 

Along with !he outdoor success she enjovcd, Rotilio was the 400 mekr indoor state run-
nemp in 2006. • 

After her prep career, Roti!io competed at West Virginia University, earning all-American 
honors twice during the indoor camp:ilgn. 

She was a member of the ?-.fountaincers' Distance Medley Relay, which achieved the 
honor at the nationals along with a 4x4 team that scored in the NCAA Championship Meet. 

As an individual with the Mountaineers, Rotilio still owns a pair of s<chool records. She 
set the indoor and outdoor 400 meter dash benchmarks in 54.29 and 52,7 J, respectively, 

Roti!io also earned Academic All-American honors during her career in Morgantown. 
Before concentrating fully on track at St. John, Rotilio lettered twice in basketball. 

Earl Haberfield (OVAC •contributor') 
Earl llaberfield (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 

1954). He originated the OVAC Basketball ('lassie - the Ohio vs. West 
Virginia all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A. r-.tumley All-Star 
Basketball ('lassie-· serving as the game director for the first fi\"e years of 
the event and as an active committee member for several years. 

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game 
ln 1984 - an award renamed in his honor as the OVAC Earl Haberfield 
Coaches Award. 

Haberfield's coaching career inclt1ded several stops - both inside and 
outside the OVAC - and concluded with 382 career victories. 

He coached nine years at his alma mater - Wheeling Central - winning five W. Va. Class 
AA Catholic Championships. In 1963, the Maroon Knights were undefeated; ranked No. 1 in 
the all-division W. Va. State rankings and were the OVAC AAA champions. 

Haberfield coached two years at Bishop Donahue, leading the Bishops to the 1969 W. 
Va. Class A Catholic Championship; three years at Warren Local High, named Tri-Valley 
Conference Coach of !he Year in 1970; one year at Crooksville, leading the Ceramics to the 
Ohio Class A Regional; five years at Wintersville, engineering a rebuilding of that program; 
and two }'.ears at Meadowbrook, leading the Colts to their best 1wo-year won/loss record up 
to that pomt. >---------------------------------1 Outside the OVAC. he coached at Vanlue and Amherst Marion Steele. 

Ron White (OVAC 'Family') 
Ro11 Wl,ite (Springfield Local High School, C'lass of 1966). A member of 
the OVAC Executive Board for many years, his "baby" for 23 years was 
one of the conference showcase events - the OVAC Banquet of Champions. 

\Vhite served as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more 
than 700 attendees honoring 75 championship teams, 50 scholarship win
ners and the conference coach of the year presentation. 

\Vhi!e is also an integral part of the conference in basketball, serving as 
the assistant basketball commissioner for nine years and then being named 
the successor to the late John Howell as basketball commissioner beginning 
with the 2016-17 school year. He's also spent many years on the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley AH-Star Football Game Committee. 

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. working on 
the courts in both Ohio and West Virginia for 30 years. He officiated five state tournaments in 
West Virginia and drew seven regional assignments in Ohio. 

White is also a well-respected track official, serving primarily as a starter and working at 
both the high school (Ohio and West Virginia) and collegiate levels (MEC and PSAC), He 
received the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track Service Award in 2009. A 197! graduate of 
West Liberty State College who later obtained his malter's d••gree fmm Wes! Virginia Univer
sity. he was an educator/athletic director/coach in the Buckeye Local School Disirict ant.! 11-as 

responsible for starting the track pro,gram at old Buckeye South High School. 
White, who spent 14 years ill the Ohio National Guard am! now resides in Wheel in". is a!so 

involved with the West Virginia "Super Si:t" stale football championships. '° 

94 

He was also the co.founder of the District 5 Basketball Coaches Associatun AH-Star Game in 
1978 and served as the president of District 5 that year. 

Haberfield was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Certificate (-,f Merit in 1963, '64 
and '69 for contributions to West Virginia athkties; was given honorary memberships to the Ohio 
District Basketball Coaches Associations in Districts 3, 5 and 12; receh"ed an OVAC Cenificate of 
Recognition for Exemplary Service in 1982; received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club of 
the lipper Ohio Valley's Award for Outstanding Achievement in 1993: and I\ as a charter member 
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fame in 2017. 

Haberfield graduated from West Liberty State College in 1958 and was inducted into the 
West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996. A U.S. Navy veteran of !he Korean War. he 
passed away in 2007. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Simonson (Medin) Steve Kish, Jr. (Olliciols) 

J11hn Simonson (Beallsville High School, Class of 1966). A multi• Ste,•e Kish,Jr. (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1965). 
media \'eternn, he has worked more lhan three decades in both radio and His list of assignments during a 40-year career as a wrestling official 
television covering football and boys' basketball games as a play-by-play is impressive, headed by 28 OIISAA State Tournaments; five WVSSAC 
nnnmmcer in the OVAC. Stale Tournaments and 30 OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournaments. 

Simonson is well-known for his research and prep work regarding athletes He also worked the Medina Invitational 28 times and the Walsh Jesuit 
and coaches prior to the broadcasts, compiling results. series reconls, coach- Tournament 20 limes along with 10 Ohio Junior High School State 
ing records, player statistics ll!ld other noteworthy infonnation. Tournaments. 

Known as the "Ohio Valley Spons Doctor .. , Simonson has sen·ed as an Among his awards, Kish received the prestigious OVAC 'Mr. Mat' 
analyst for the WTOV TV9 "Game of the Week" and contributes to that honor in 1989; was selected Ohio Official of the Year in 1997 and 2010; 
station's high school football "playoff watch''. OVAC Official of the Year in 1997; and West Virginia Official of the 

He also had a weekly spons talk show for22 years on WWVAradio staning in 1988. While Year in 1999. 
there, he earned the West Virginia Sponscaster of the Year award in 1997, He was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the OIISAA 

Simonson has provided assistance over the years to both the OHSAA and WVSSAC foot- Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the Medina Invitational Hall of Fame in 2003; and most 
ball playoff computer ratings' groups. He was a recipient of the East Ohio Interscholastic recently into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame/Ohio Chapter in 2014. 
Athletic Administrator's Media Award. Kish, who retired as an official in 2014 but remains active as an OHSAA obsen·er,currently 

He previously served as a voling member for the prestigious llcisman Trophy and many serves as the coordinator of the OVAC Rudy Murnley All-Star Football Game's JO-Year 
other awards including the Bear Bryant Coach of the Year award; basketball's Naismith and Reunion, 
Wooden awards; and is an official donor to the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown where Kish graduated from West Libeny State College with a bachelor's degree in Secondary 
he has a lifetime membership. Education in 1970 and received a master's degree in secondary education administration from 

A graduate of West Liberty State College, he served two years in the U.S. Anny; was a West Virginia Uni\'ersity in 1973. 
teacher at Wheeling Park High School for 31 years (retiring in 2002): and served on the He retired after 43 years as an educator including 36 years as a school administrator. He 
Union Local Board of Education. taught English from 1969-76 and served as head wrestling coach at Martins ferry for six 

1---------------------------------lyears (1970-76). Hls dual meet record was 33-16-l with no losing seasons and he coached 13 

Jack Berger (Coaches) 
Jack Berger (Shadyside High School, Class of 1944). He founded 

Shadyside track in 1961 and was the architect of the OVAC's all-time 
championship-winning bo,ys' track program, coaching the Tigers to their 
first seven OVAC titles (all in Class AA in a three-class format) from 
1968-74 which started an OVAC record streak of 13 consecutive cham
pionships extended by his successor and former assistant Tom Vichich. 

lie was also a co-founderoftl1e Interstate Track League, guiding Shadyside 
to seven straight league titles and a record 46 conse.:utive dual meet victories. 

Berger led Shadyside to the school's first Ohio Class A District title in 
1971 and to the Shadyside Relays crowns in the first year of the event 
which he helped establish in 1972 and a runner-up finish in '73; two Belmont County Relays 
chan1pionships and runner-up finishes in the district and regional meets. 

He also coached the ligers' football team from 1960-69, posti11g a 56-36-6 record. 
Shadyside won the OVAC Class A title in 1963 with a 7-1-2 record while other top record 
teams under Bergerincluded 9-1 in 1968, 8-2 in 1966 and 7-3 in 1965. 

He was honored in Shadyside with "Jack Berger Day" on June 15, 1974. 

Bob Montgomery (Coaches) 
Bob Montgomery (Moundsville High School, Class of 1964). He was 

a fixture in the dugout for the Monarchs, serving 42 years as head base
ball coach and amassing an impressive record of 869-345 which ranks 
second in OVAC history behind Magnolia's Dave Cisar and third in West 
Virginia prep history behind John Lowery of Jefferson High and Cisar. 

Montgomery coached teams won 24 sectional titles; made the regional 
finals 13 times and reached the Class AAA State Tournament five times, 
highlighted by the 1985 state championship where JM beat Huntington 
East, 8-7, in the title game. 

His teams captured seven OVAC playoff championships, reaching the 
conference playoffs 25 times. l11e Monarchs also captured seven regular season crowns and 
five playoff titles ln the Mountaineer League from 1976-86. 

Montgomery, who retired following the 2017 season, coached 35 all-state players and 
more than 70 who played college baseball including OVAC Hall of Farner Chris Jones. He 
is a member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Association and the American Baseball 
Coaches Association. 

He was selected as the OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year three times and the West Virginia 
Coach of the Year five times. He also was honored ns the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Co-Man of the Year (with Magnolia's Cisar) at the 42nd Charity Awards Banquet in 2009. 

Montgomery also doubled as a respected basketball and baseball official. 
A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials and a 1wo-tenn 

president, he's been a referee since 1962, working more than 3,000 game-s including 29 state 
tournaments including 20 championship games in West Virginia and five tournaments/three 
title games in Ohio. He also officiated collegiate hoops in the West Virginia Conference. 

He began umpiring American Legion baseball in 1972 and has worked five West Virginia 
State Tournaments while also spending 20 years ( 1970-90) doing NCAA Division II and West 
Virginia Conference games including five tournaments. 

He was the first West Virginia resident inducted into the OIISAA Officials Hall of Fame in 
2008; was the 1989 Official of the Year honoree by the National Federation ofJnterscholastic 
Officials Association and received the Distinguished West Virginian Award in 2012. 

Montgomery, a !hree-spon athlete (football, baseball, basketball) at Moundsville High, 
graduated from West Libeny State College in 1969 and obtained his master's degree in com
munications from \Vest Virginia University in 1977, 

Bob Plotz (Athlete. 1940s) 
Bub Plutz (Manins Ferry High School, Class of 1946). A Purple Rider 

foo!ba!l and track standout, he was co-captain on both Ferry teams as a 
senior. He earned first team,one-class All-Ohio and first team All-OVAC 
largest Class AA as the Fred Timmas-coached Rider went 9-1 and cap
tured the OVAC championship. 

Tiie three-year le!tennan in both football and track played in the first 
Ohio Nonh-South All.Star Game and continued his statewide perfor
mance in track when he placed third in the low hurdles in the largest 
class state meet. 

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Pinsburgh where 
he became a four-year regular. Starting as a 17-year-old freshman, Plotz was selected to the 
All-Opponent team of backyard rival West Virginia University and was selected to the All
East team. As a senior, he was an honorable mention All.America selection. 

Plotz was picked in the I Ith round of the National Football League Draft by the Cleveland 
Browns but was also "drafted" by the U.S, Army and served in the Korean War. 

He was inducted into the Manins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016. 
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sectional champions, 10 district champions, 15 state qualifiers and two state place-winners_ 
His teams won the 1970 and '73 distnct titles and he was named East District Coach of the 
Year in 1974. 

He was then assistant principal at Bellaire High School from 1976-78 and principal from 
1978-90 before returning to Martins Ferry to serve as Superintendent of Schools from 
1990-99, Since that time, he has served as Muskingum County At-Risk Coordinator for four 
years, assistant principal of Zanesville High School for five years; assistant principal at West 
Muskingum High School for two years and as principal at West Muskingum Middle School 
for two years. He retired in 2012, but spent five months as interim principal at Woodsfield 
Elementary School in 2014. 

Among his education-related offices were president of the Belmont-Harrison Principal's 
Association; president of the BelmonHlarrison Superintendent's Association; member of the 
OVAC Executh·e Board and a past OVAC president (1982-83 and 1983-84); member of the 
Ohio Network: Training and Assistll!lce for Schools and Communities (ONTASC) Executive 
Board; and president of the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials Association. 

Robert Pritchard (Athlete. 1950s) 
Robert Pritclrord (Wheeling High School, Class of 1953), He is, 

historically, among the elite wrestlers in OVAC history. He not on!y led 
Wheeling High School to the first state (one-class) championship for an 
OVAC member, in 1953, but became the first wrestler from the Ohio 
Valley and the state of West Virginia to win three state championships. 

As a Wildcat sophomore ln 1951,he captured the state one-class 103-
pound state title and followed with consecutive crowns in 1952 and 1953 
rn the 112-pound class .. In the three finals, he defeated grapplcrs from 
Grafton, Beckley Woodrow Wilson and host Parkershurg, 

During that era, Wheeling High and other high school mat teams com
peted not only against other high schools, but against YMCA wrestling teams. Pritchard, 
nicknamed "Bull", was unbeaten as a sophomore and senior with his only loss in 106 
matches to a YMCA grappler from Columbns, who he later defeated twice. He was unbeaten 
against high school competitors. 

The Wildcats' state championship coach was Ed Murphy, assisted by OVAC Hall of 
Fame coach Bob Roe, the Wildcats head coach in football and track. Pritchard also credits 
Barnesvil!e's Jim Bradfield, who wrestled at Ohio State and led the Wheeling YMCA 
wrestling program, in his development along with his older brother Bill, who also wrestled 
nt West Virginia U. 

After graduation from high school, Bob Pritchard relocated to California and earned a 
degree from the University of California-Sacramento, which didn't sponsor a wrestling 
team,. However, Pritchard continued to compete on the YMCA level. 

Geno Sessi (Athlete -1950s) 
GenoSessi (St. Claim·il!e High School, Class of 1956), He is regarded 

as one of the Red Devils' best•ever multi•sport athletes while competing 
in football and track. 

In the spring sport, he was the leading scorer two straight years in the 
one-class OVAC Track Meet and led his team to three straight titles as 
part of six consecutive Red Devil crowns (1952,57) coached by Dave 
Porterfield. A sprinter, hnrdler and relay member. Sessi led all scorers as 
a junior with 15 1/2 points and as a senior with 14 1/2 points. 

In football, the 5-foot-8, 174-pound two-way back and k.ick returner 
not only set a school record with 148 points as a senior, but led the Ohio 
Valley as well. That mark lasted one year when former teammate Jim Kerr scored one more 
point (149) before the OVAC Hall of Famer went on to start at Penn State and with the 
Washington Redskins. 

In football, Sessi was All-OVAC largest Class AA two years,All-Valley "Big School" co
captain ns a senior, AH-Eastern Ohio two years and All-Ohio largest Class AA second team 
defensive back as a senior, He was n two-time All-Valley track co-captain. 

He earned a football scholarship to the University of !own where, after playing on the 
freshman team, made a smashing varsity debut as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowns 
on three plays (a 36-yard nm and pass receptions of 80 and 15 yards) in a school-record 
70-15 season-opening rout of Utah State. However, Sessi's career was cut shon with a severe 
knee injury. In the remaining eight games, he gained only 33 yards nod returned a kickoff 17 
yards. The knee injury flared up again in spring drills to end his playing career. 

Sessi passed away in 2016. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Don Osby (Athlete - 1960,) 

Don Osby (Steubenville High School, Class of 1968),A thrce,sport Big 
Red stalwart, he is regarded as the best-ever track long jumper in OVAC 
history, He won Ohio's largest Class AA Jong jump title as a sophomore 
(23-feel, 3-inches) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligible 
(over age) as a senior. 

As a junior, competing on one of the most talented track teams in OV 
history, he was one of 10 All-Valley Big Red selections and one of four 
Big Red co-captains while being cited a;; "the finest jumper ever on the 
local scene." That spring, he won the Ohio State meet, the prestigious 
Mansfield Relays, OVAC Class AAA, t.-Iartins Ferry and West Liberty 
Relays, the Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet. He also ran a !eg on an 
OV record-setting 4.:,,:440 relay unit which timed 3:19.8. 

As a sophomore, besides the state crown, he won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23-1 3/4. 
Big Red won its first four OVAC track crowns from 1964-67 wi!h Osby featured on the 

last two. 
In football, he was a three-year standout at end on Ohio-ranked teams with records of 

9-1, 9-1 and 8-2. 
He was also a starter in basketball. He is honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame. 
Osby accepted a football scholarship to the University of Iowa and started al wide receiver 

as a sophomore when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards, third on the team. After sitting out 
his junior year with an injury, he returned as a starter at tight end as a senior. He passed away 
in early 2018 in Cincinnati. 

Bill Tucker (Athlete - 1960s) 
Bill Tucker (Weir High School, Class of 1962). A three-sport Red Rider 

athlete, he was a major player on back-to-back state Class AAA champi
onship teams before starring in college and competing five years in the 
National Football League. 

A two-way back and defensive tackle, he teamed with OVAC Hall of 
Farner Bob Kelley to lead Weir to the 1960 state crown with a 40-0 title 
game rout of Nitro. The anchor of the 1961 team, he scored two TDs in 
a 26-7 state title win over St. Albans. B01h teams finished JO. I. Tucker 
earned first team All-State as a senior and third team as a junior. He was 
selected captain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley squads as a senior. In two 
seasons, he scored 116 points and mshed for 1,445 yards. In the annual Ohio-W,Va. All-Star 
game, he led W.Va. to a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP. 

He played forward and center in basketball and started on the 1962 team which went 
unbeaten in regular season, won an OVAC title, and ended 24-1 as state Class AAA runner-up 
to Beckley Woodrow Wilson. In track, he ran the hurdles, 220- and440-yard sprints, and was a 
member of 440,880 and mile relay units in OVAC and state competition .. 

After taking a year off after high school, he accepted a football scholarship to Tennessee 
State University to play for Hall of Fame coach John Merritt. A four-year player. he mshed 281 
times for 1,321 yards. He was selected to play in the Blue-Gray Classic and Senior Bowl. !he 
first Tiger to play in the latter. 

He was drafted by the Sru1 Francisco 49ers in the third round, as the 65th overall selection, 
and competed as a fullback for five years in the NFL- - four with the 49ers and one with the 
Chicago Bears. In 69 games, he rushed l 27 times for431 yards and 6 TDs and landed 59 passes 
for 496 yards and seven scores. 

Tucker, who passed away in 2015, is inducted into the City of \Veirton Hall of Fame, 
Tennessee State U. Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High WaJJ of Fame. 

Keith Vrotsos (Athlete - 1970s) 
Keith Vrotsos (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). Hpcrsonilied 

versatility al an elite level, starring for the Purple Riders in football, bas
ketball and baseball, the diamond sport proving his pathway to a superb 
collegiate career.The four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball 
team batted bener than .330 his first two seasons before exploding in 
his junior campaign. Vrotsos earned first-team All-OVAC, All-Eastern 
District and All-Valley honors that campaign after hitting at a robust .458 
clip. He concluded his prep career by turning in a superb senior season. 
He compiled a .386 average with 21 RBI. He was again accorded first 
team All-OVAC, All-Eastern District and Al!-Va!!ey honors. The 5-11, 
170-pounder was a four➔time Eastern Ohio Baseball AU-Star Game participant. 

Vrotsos was also a standout on the gridiron. He excelled as a placekicker as a sophomore. 
kicking 19 PATS and one field goal before becoming the Purple's starting QB his lina! two 
seasons. Vrotsos completed 49-of-100 tosses as a junior, good for 531 yards. He also rushed 
for 250 stripes, As a senior, he earned second-team A!!-Ohio UPI honors after completing 
56-of-111 passes for 58 I yards while also rushing for 423 stripes. He also picked off three 
passes as a defensive back. In addition to his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named first.team 
All-OVAC,AJJ-Eastern District and All-Valley, He also played in the OVAC All-Star Game. 

He was also a three-year letterman in hoops. The talented point guard averaged some 7 
points as a sophomore, IO.I as a junior and 9.2 as a senior. He was named second-team 
All-OVAC as a senior. He helped lead the Purple Riders to sectional titles his final two 
campaigns and capped his hoop career by playing in the OVAC All·Star Game. 

Vrotsos earned a baseball scholarship to Ohio University where he lettered all four years and 
was named co-captain in both his junior and senior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats 
was outstanding as he baited .341 with 12 doubles, l triple, 7 home runs,32 RBI and 12 stolen 
bases. Vrotsos was a second-teamAll•Mid-American Conference selection as a senior. He fin
ished his Bobcat career with a sharp .311 batting average, When he graduated, Vrotsos ranked 
in the top 10 in the following categories: games played (157), hits (l4I), home runs (]5). RBI 
(79), doubles (20), total bases {201 ), runs scores (l0j) and stolen bases {30). 

Ron Lee (Athlete - 1970s) 
Ron L£e {Bellaire High School, Class of 1971), Lee is on the short list of 

outstanding running backs who have graced Nelson Field, 
The 6-3, 195•pounder carried the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky to an 8-1-1 

mark in his senior campaign. Bellaire finished second in the OVAC 3A title 
chase, trailing Wintersville, The teams tied 0-0 in regular-season play. 111c 
Big Reds finished No. 19 in the UPI Class AAA poll, the largest classifica
tion in the state, 

Lee rushed for 989 yards and 16 TDs that fall. His 108 points led the 
OVAC 3A in scoring. He also landed 10 passes. Those numbers earned Lee 
first-team All-Valley and A!I-OVAC plaudits while being named second• 
team Al!•Ohio by UPI. He also played in the Ohio Nonh•South All•Star Game. 

Lee w:as also a three-year !e1tem1an in basketball and he was voted the llig Reds' top athlete 
as a scmor. 

Lee's prep heroics earned him a grid scholarship to WVU. He chose the Mountaineers over 
a slew of 0-1 olfers. Freshmen were not eligible to play in those days. Le.:, however, enjoyed 
a strong campaign with the ?\fountaineers' frosh squad, leading the team v,.ith 372 yards on 97 
carries in fi\,e games. 

As a sophomore, Lee moved into the No. 2 fullback slot, rushing for 304 yards and three IDs 
on 76 carries. His toughness was matched by his versatility, resulting in him being utilized as 
fullback and tailback his final two seasons. 

Lee was the team's second leading rusher both of those campaigns, gaining 543 yards ns a 
junior and 623 stripes as a senior. while also leading the team with JO TDs. 

A member of two WVU Peach Bowl teams, he was selected as No. 74 on the list of top 100 
all-time WVU football players in the WVU Athletic Depamnent Book, "Sa.turday Snapshots," 
published in 2015. 

His success at Morgantown resul!rd in Lee being chosen in the third round of the NFL Draft 
by the Baltimore Colts. He played in 42 games, starting eight. He ended his Colts' career with 
940 yards on 206 carries. 

Georgia Dawson (Athlete - 1980s) 
Gel!rgia Dawso11 (Bellaire High School, Class of 1984). Dawson was a 

tremendous three-sport standout for the Big Reds, excelling in basketball, 
volleyball and track & field, 

She achieved a rarity in the realm of Bellaire athletics, becoming a four 
year letter-.winner in basketball, surpassing the 1,000-point plateau while 
also grabbmg more than J ,000 rebounds. Dawson, who served as hoop 
captain us both a junior and senior, was a three-time all-OVAC selection 
while making the AH-Valley firsHeam as a senior. Dawson was named 
a !wo-time All-District 12 basketball honoree and was a special mention 
all-Ohio choice as a senior. 
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Dawson was just as dominant in volleyball. The three-year letterwinner served as the 
team captain in her final two seasons, garnering first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and 
senior, Dawson was also a three•year standout in track for the Big Reds. In all, she finished 
her illustrious prep career with 10 letters. 

Dawson's athletic success didn't slop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she 
took her immense athletic talent to West Liberty State College where she became a four-year 
letterwinner in ba.ske!ball and vo!leybalL Dawson was the Hilltoppers' \olleyball captain as 
a junior and senior, making the WVIAC A!l•Conference Team three s_,asons while being 
accorded Volle}'ball Athlete of the Year her senior season. 

In basketball, she still ranks in the top 20 in rebounds in Hil!toppcr history with 541 
caroms. 

Dawson was inducted into both the Bellaire High and the West Liberty halls of fame. She 
was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan in 1988 and inducted into the District 
12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017. 

Ron Stephens (Athlete - 1980s) 
Ro11 Stephens (The Linsly School, Class of 1985). He is remembered 

as one of the greatest baseball players in Linsly history, but the 6-4. 
185-pmmder was also a gifted gridder and hoopster for the Cadets. 

He was twice tabbed Linsly's baseball MVP. 'Ille talented shortsop was 
captain of the All.State Class A team as a senior while being an All-Valley 
first•team honoree as both a junior and senior. 

Stephens batted a robust .403 as a senior with ll doubles, 29 runs 
scored and a school record 28 stolen bases. That same season, he was a 
sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA, helping the Cadets win th_, 
OVAC Class 2A crown and script a 20-8 record. Stephens batted .349 a_s 
a sophomore and he hit at a .345 c!ip as a junior with a pair of grand dams. The versatile 
performer was a two-lime first team Eastern Ohio Baseball League selection, earning player 
of the year honors as a senior. 

On the gridiron, the wide receiver/defensive back!kick returner was ,o dynamic that he 
received scholarship offers from many D·l schools, including WVU and Pitt. He set an Ohio 
Valley record with 61 catches in 10 games, a mark that has since been erased. Stephens was 
a three-year starter in football for the Cadets. He was a first-team All-State, AU-Valley and 
All-OVAC honoree as a senior. 

He was no slouch in basketball either, earning first-team Al!-OVAC and second-team 
AH-Valley honors as a senior af!er leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding. He was 
third•team All-Valley as a junior. 

Stephens was drafted olll of high school by the Boston Red Sox in the 13th round (413th 
overall). He opted, however, to go the collegiate ranks and accepted a ba~eball scholarship to 
the University of Cincinnati. At UC. he was utilized as an infielder, but his meal ticket was 
on the mound. He was 6-5 as a junior, leading the Bearcats in strikeouts and a 3.84 ERA. 
He was selected by the Chicago White Sox in the 58th round after his junior campaign and 
played in the minor leagues for fi\'e seasons. advancing to the AAA level with the Vancouver 
\Vhite Sox of the Pacific Coast League. He retired after the 1992 season. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Eric McGhee (Athlete. i990s) 

Eric McGliee (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1991). There 
have been a lot of football standouts come through the Maroon Knights' 
program and this multiplc•time a!J.state selection is right near the top 
of the list 

Actually, McGhee was a standout in three sports during his time at 
Central, but it was on the football field where he left his biggest mark. 
En roll!e to winning the Kennedy Award, which is presented to Wrst 
Virginia's top prep player, as a senior, McGhee rushed for a modem Ohio 
Valley record of 2,479 yards on 307 carries in 12 games while s.:oring 
30 touchdowns. All told, he finished with 34 1ouchdowns and more than 
3,000 all-purpose yards. Also n standout on the defensive side of the ball, McGhee had 
four interceptions, returned a fumble recovery for a touchdown and scored 192 total points, 
which was the best in the Mountain State that season. As a junior, McGhee finished second 
in the Kennedy Award bal!ming after leading the Ohio Valley in rushing, He accumulated 
1,565 yards on 201 carries. He scored 28 1ouchdowns on the ground and 172 total points to 
lead the state. Along with his all-state and Kennedy Awards, McGhee was also recognized as 
the Gatorade Player of the Year, Morgantown Touchdown Club Player of the Year, all-USA 
Today team and the Touchdown Club of Atlanta also recognized McGhee's efforts. Locally, 
the awards were obviously plentiful, too. He was twice named captain of the all-Valley 
Small-School team and he was captain of the all-OVAC Class AA team. 

After his prep career, McGhee acceptt>d an o!Ter to attend Bowling Green State University, 
He played two years and served primarily as a kick returner. He was a part of the Falcons' 1992 
team which finished 10-2 and won the Las Vegas Bowl. He led the team in kickoff returns with 
14 for 269 yards that season, including 125 yards against \Visconsin. He plaved two seasons of 
professional football for the Steel Valley Smash, • 

Kelly Shields (Athlete. 1990s) 
. Kelly Shields _(Ecli_son High School, Class of 1993). This fom1er 

Wildcat made a decision to focus on the sport of wrestling as a youngster, 
and it was a decision that paid the ultimate dividends. 

A four-year mainstay for the Wildcats, Shields helped to put Edison on 
the map at the state level through his exploits on the mat during his career 
which saw him rack up 137 career wins. 

Shields is one of just nine OVAC wrestlers to win four championships 
at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament. He won the 1990 and 
1991 crowns at 103 pounds; bumped up a class to 112 in 1992 and then 
captured his fourth title at 119 as a senior. 

TI1e success didn't end inside what was then known as the Wheeling Civic Center as 
Shields put forth a brilliant career at the stale level, too, becoming a constant at the Nutter 
Center on the campus of Wright State Uni\'ersity. 

Shields was a four-time state ~ualifier and claimed the Division JI, 103-pound state cham
pionship as a sophomore. He finished 37-1 as a senior, dropping his first-•round match in the 
state tournament which, at that time, eliminated him from !he tournament. 

Shields won the district championship as a freshman, sophomore and senior. After his 
senior season, Shields was recognized as lhe OVAC Wrestler of the Year at 119 pounds. He 
was also named an All-American by the National High School Wrestling Team. 

Upon graduation, Shields enrolled at Kent State University with intentions of continuing 
his wrestling career, however he suffered a knee injury which led to the end of competitive 
wrestling. Shields' abilities also earned a spot on Team Ohio, which allowed him to travel to 
places such as Hawaii, Australia and New Zealand in the summer of 1992. 

Zach Collaros (Athlete. 2000s) 
Along with his football exploits, hkGhee was part of the Maroon Knights' 1990 Class AA 
state championship basketball team. He was also the OVAC Class AA baseball player of the 
year after serving as the Knights' lead-off hitter. Zach Collaros (Steubenville High School, Class of 2007). Eligihle 
t---------------------------------1 for induction for the first time, this former Big Red multi-sport standout 

was a no-brainer. Adam Hoppel (Athlete. 2000s) 
Adam Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 2004). Whether it 

was on lhe football field or the wrestling mat. this talented athlete shined 
brightly during all four years of his prep career. 

In football, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay for Coach Rich Wright's 
team. He was a part of two undefeated teams and three playoff qualifiers 
as a standout on both lines. 

A three-time, first-team all-Eastern District pick, Hoppel shined along 
the defensive line, accumulating 217 career tackles and 26 sacks in his 
career. 

Along with :Iii-district, Hoppel was named second-team all-Ohio as a 
senior. He was a three .. time all-OVAC selection and multip!e,time pick for the Columbiana 
County and Quad County all-star teams. 

In wrestling, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay. Qualifying for the OHSAA Division II State 
Tournament in each of his seasons, Hoppel was a four~time sectional and three-time district 
champion. In Columbus, he placed three times. As a sophomore, Hoppel had his arm raised as 
a state champion. He was runner•up in both 2003 and 2004, As a freshman, he qualified and 
won two matches, but only six wrestlers placed at that time. 

In addition to his efforts in !he postseason, Hoppel was a four•lime champion at the OVAC 
Tournament. When he accomplished the feat in 2004, Hoppel was just the fourth wrestler 
ever to do so. 

He finished his mat career with a Beaver Local record of 154 victories. 
After electing to pursue a football career, Hoppel signed with the University of Cincinnati 

where he became a starter in 2006 along the defensive line, As a senior, he collected 38 
tackles, had an interception and a fumble recovery. He had his career high of seven tackles in 
the Papajohns.com Bowl. Hoppel signed an undrafted free agent with the Cleveland Browns, 
but was released prior to the start of 1he season. 

During his prep career, it didn't ma!ter the sport that Collaros played. 
He simply shined in them all. earning four letters in basketball, baseball 
and football. However, it was on the football field for Coach Reno 
Saccoccia's team where Collaros made arguably his higgest impact, 

Collaros was a three-year starter at quarterback and amassed an incred
ible 41-1 record while helping lo lead Big Red to back-to-back 15-0 state 
championship in 2005 and 2006. During those seasons, he broke every 
Steubenville passing record. 

As a senior, en route to first-team all-Ohio and state player of the year honors in Division 
Ill, Collaros passed for 2,550 yards and 30 touchdowns against just four interceptions. He 
also rushed for 15 touchdowns and 720 yards. All told, he passed for 4,306 yards and 53 
touchdowns, while running for 1,304 yards and 25 touchdowns. 

Collaros wasn't a one.way player, either. He shined at defensive back, recording 14 
interceptions. He ran six of those back for touchdowns, while also recovering five fumbles 
and scoring twice. 

On the baseball field, Collaros was the starting shortstop basically from day one of his 
career for Coach Fred Heatherington's ultra-successful program. He started on lhe Big Red 
state runner-up team in 2004 and had the team's lone hit in the game, 

For his career, Collaros batted .407 with 100 RBI, 122 runs scored, 17 doubles, eight 
triples and two home runs. 

In basketball, Collaros earned first-team a!l-OVAC as a junior and senior. He finished his 
career with 1.203 career points, which is fourth-best in Steubenville history. He averaged 
19.8 points a game as a junior and 16 as a senior. 

Upon completing his prep career, Collaros accepted a scholarship to play football at 
Cincinnati. He was a four-year letterman with the Bearcats and became the team's starting 
quarterback as a junior. 

He earned all-Big East honors after passing for 2,902 yards and 26 touchdowns. He Jed 
the conference in passing yards per game (263.8), passing yards (2,902) and total offense 
{282-2), As a senior, he passed for 1,940 yards and 15 touchdowns, but missed more than 
three full games with an injury before returning to quarterback the team to victory in the 
Liberty Bowl. 

He finished his UC career with more than 5,000 passing yards and 50 touchdowns, becom
ing only the second quarterback in school history to accomplish such a feat. 

Collaros signed as fill undrafted free agent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, but was later 
released. He's spent the five seasons as the starting quarterback for the Hamilton Ticats and 
was traded to the Saskatchewan Roughriders in 2018. 

Congratulations to all of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees and 'Legends of the OVAC' honorees. You 

have helped to make the OVAC the largest and greatest 
""'~ VAlt.-,, high school conference in the nation! 
~ ,... .. g~ 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legendn!f OVAC member .schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Omo M,tley 
prforto theformatlon of the coeference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but befqk 

{heir school became a member of the conference. i J' 
'' 

V. Everett Brinlanan (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only lhreel3-lener winners in football, ba<iketball, baseball und tmck at Wheeling High.he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points inn basketball game 

as n freshmnn. He became a three-sport, nine-Jetter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to eurn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fost break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to n combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five stnte titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 nnd 1950 learns were unbeaten. Other state tit1es were wnn in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once, 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official Stille playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbenten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in st.ute coaches and officials' organizations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Hulls of Fame - West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention nnd was profiled in numerous books, nntionaJ magazines and 

major newspapers. Two books were \1/l'itten on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pounder playerl only one season at Wellsville High nfter sitting out a year following transfer from lromlaJe. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games 

\.\,ith 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six oprosing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up 
Steubenville and handed W, Va. Oass B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wells\'ille coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 19.54 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he a\'eraged 465 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule includeo wins over Wuke 
F~t, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Fnmers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played ln the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary ii; best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was n three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was ccnkr, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10--Q.. l record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after n 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goaJ in high school. 

He playerl football as a freshman Ill Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-ycar career with the Oeveland Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Grozn Award is given annually to college football's lop placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well us kicker, he played in nine NFL title gmnes, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference tit.le teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio VaJley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his aJma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football 

League, He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the Ea.st-West Game 
where he was selected the Moot Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and 
was cikd for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all IO seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Pnckt=r 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the lending rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
and averaged 40.8 ynrds punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School. Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red stundout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bcvo Francis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio St:ite and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams at guard, Including a record 15 in 1954. As team capt.a.in. he eJlllled the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two 
consensus All-America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense and defense, 

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No, 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He was the first African-American nlhlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
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Bernie 
Allen 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Russ 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamlll 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

Legends of OVAC lnl!/fl/Jef schools hooors:1hose .great athletes who p/qyed or coached m the 0/iio Wiley 
piior.to .the Jon114ffon of t/ie colf{emwr ih 194-3 orwho .p/,zyed •or cOlll!hetf qftet that· date but beforo 

. . . . . •tfieir sc/wdl became a. lltelt/bet of'the cor,femu;e. . .. •. . . 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957) 
A JO-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quruterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament.; and an all-srote baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Grune and was on \\inning Ohio footbaJI 
team in nnnual Ohio-West Virginia All-Stnr Game. 

At Purdue University, he earned six leUm as football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Footba11 Back of Week honon; from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Pun.lue's Outstrutding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro bascba:11 contract in 1961 with the Minnesota 1\vins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-yenr major 

league career from 1962-73 with the 1\vins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal fu:pos. In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Trcsh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, N .Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Punlue Ha11 and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan nnd Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Prune. 

Russ Craft (WellsbUIJl High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport performer in footbaJI, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior footbaJI back. 
Craft played footbaJI, baseball and ran track 01 the Univen;ity of Alabama, wherc he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia E.aglcs of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-k..lck returner and was selected to the 

All-Tune Eagles' Team. He played on Eagles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named to the Pm Bowl Jn 1951 and 
1952, He is tied for the current NH.. record of four pass inten:eptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for n ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Cm.ft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 195 l, He ended his NFL career in two seasons ns a player-assistnnt conch with the 
Steelers. In I 995, he wns included in the NFL Films• presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdo\~ns in NFL Hi stray. It featured his i:kfensive theft, nnd 20-yard TD return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Roms. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va, Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dupper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Clnss of 1922) 
A legendmy athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was n three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored 

an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring era, 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. HI.s football teruns scheduled top-notch programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10 

mark vs, Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one ffl, Three state titles were cln.imed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won lhe first-ever WVSSAC lafBest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state □De-class crown (the other was in 1945). 1be 1949-.50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional tille game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the chnmpionshlp. He wn.s selected West Virginia "'Coach of the Year" for h.igh school and college all sporu. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hrunill has been inducted into several ha11s of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first Inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he wns one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-stnte basketball three straight years, he led the Wlldcrus to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High Willi 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He Inter earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition Ill the Univen;ity of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Confercnce 

championship. After sen1ing in World War II, where he Wll.'i wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps, 
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in l 992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1935) 
He was an all-stnte basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-I record in 1934. He also wns the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet where he won three gold medals, He timed 102 for 100 yurds, 22.8 for 220 yards and was n member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All·America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points, He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Confercnce titles. He later coached the Murshall basketball tenm to two 
Mid Americn Conference titles. 

He played professionally -with the Toledo Jeeps and wa.s plnyer-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 195C-52. 
In 1947, he Wll.'i the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Cbkngo which featured the notion's best pm teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He WRS a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Man;hall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was o first team All-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finn1s. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the Nalional Invitution Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Squnre Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountuineers were seed
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, nnd Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team's only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and wns select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Racsc in the armed services, Barie ser.1ed as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak(BeUuire High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displaye-d its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak \Yas the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product hns been drafted earlier than Basmk. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A IO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football ruoning back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob Mcfarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Curney accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After returning, he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference 100-)'ard crown with a 9.7~second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay record<;. 

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds, Camey's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Garnes won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and eumed All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three~year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. presi<lent. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially feature-d on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pin to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basket hall tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed 

"Vow Boys" team - so name-d for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat~ 
ed USC three times nnd compiled a 25-4--2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice nnd Moscrip, 
a two-way end and placek.icker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the Enst•West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL BrookJyn Dodgers in the first NFL Drafl in 1936, but his NFL care.er was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hull of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 
He WllS a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Poller football team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team wns voted No. 3 in the final sto.tewide poll. 
The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

tied Snndusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and 

the Kans.as City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell nnd he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all senson, 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four•year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School HnJI of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North•South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was n twcMport Bulldog standout who signed a pro basebaJl contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teruns which 

udvanced to the Ohio stnte basketball toumument in the lnrgest Class A division. 
The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals, 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventun.1 champion Akron North in the quor• 
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehanlt.coached Bridgeport National Bunk Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the CleYeland·lndinns and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduntion, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn Stnte League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo, N.D., and Charleston, W.Va,, before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force, He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wil.kes•Barre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies, He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legenuary early crn fouMport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

com~tition from l 929·32. 
He was the anchor of the 9..0 record, unscored•upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record I 7 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decodes. 
His career totals of 541 points nnd 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two--way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lusted until the early 1950s, 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the St.eubenville semi•pro team, He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Ha.II of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Cluss of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with nn 18-1 regular seHSOn record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson•Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Furner Hnnk Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average nnd 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941, the small college All•American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He a.Isa competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson•Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Vrrginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears, 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Closs of 1941). 
The Bellaire native was a six•sport Cadet letterman in footbaJI, basketball, track, golf, tennis and bo:-;ing. He earned All-Valley honors in football nnd 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished ltis career at Northwestern Univer..ity in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Oticago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears nnd one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven•yeor, 81 •game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a football and baskelball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 
As a senior in high school. he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot-l, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

a game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Va11ey effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 yenrs. 
A quruterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and two-way regular as a running back-linebncker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown, He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned AU-Valley honon; as a junior center nnd senior full

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten ns a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reser.'e, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in trnck. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafled by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rums, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and com(X!ted for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Footba11 Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
Io 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-gumc winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned Jeuers in football, basketball and baseba11. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing qunrterback and linebacker, he also batted .300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004-inductee into the WVU Sports Hnll of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Vuginia Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cle•,,:eJand Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive--defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an AU-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and eumed honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland BrO\ms' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career as su(X!rvisor of officials for the National Footba11 League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storer (The Linsly School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yurd dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first plnce finish in the 

1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972. 

He continued his footba11 and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham, N,C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War TI in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after gradWition, served in the anned forces. 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years, and is deceased, 

102 



Floyd 
Baker 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2010 

Carl 
Hoppel 

Dick 
Mehen 

Will 
Robinson 

Jack 
Simons 

Legends ofOVAC member.schools ho,wrs tlwse gteatathletes who played or coached m the Ohio Valley 
prWtto the fbnnatlow offhe confererice .tn 1943 or :w}wp/ayeil or coaclkd,ajier /hat.date but before 

.. ·· . . . tlietr.scJwol /Jeca,ne,11 member off/ie coTJferimce; . • .· . . 

Floyd Baker - The graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45, 
He put Bridgeport High on the roumlbaJI map during n golden em from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-wio seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3, 

all by Boker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 und 
I 938, n team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Buker then mo••ed over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only urea coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lusted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-c:oached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Oroza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21 -2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of 
Farner Alex Groza, won the first OVAC Cluss AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-yenr Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio stnle tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons lo Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion, 

Hoppel, who also played footbaJI at Beaver, was never pinne-d in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three stllte champi
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio Stnte Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 ''Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 straight years, from 1953--62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, 11 retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who wus honored as lll1 OVAC Legend in 2006, became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-clas.s, fir5t team all-state basketbaJI honors three times. Tbe 6-foot-5 center wru honored as all-stnte 
captain in 1940 when the WtldC-llts went 23-1 lllld won the second stnte title in three years and 11lso claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won 11 state titJe for Coach Everett Brinkman, llil OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The WildC-llts went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. 

As 11 senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio V11lley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300 
points, a Wgh total for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee 11nd earned two first team AU-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketbaJI in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin, 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, basketball, baseball and track, he was the 
"T' quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record footbaJl team which was unbeaten, untied 11nd unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burg-win. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was 11lso a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Virginia Stllte, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became 11 legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketbaJI coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several H11lls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at 

age 96, in 2008. 

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School,Oass of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for90 years. In 1919, 
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketbaJI, basebaJl, track) performer at the school 
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, to earn first 
team all-stnte footbaJI honors. 

At West Vrrginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 terun, 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7 -1-1 record 1923 team nnd is a member of the 19 I 9-29 all-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program at old St. 
Francis High School in 193 I and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W. 
Va. Stllte Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting 
school 1,600- and 3,200-meter scliool records which remain on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,2QO..meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run. 

As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting nn Ohio two.-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing 
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles "Punque" Carll.edge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of 
Frune and the initiafhonoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a ""-year 
record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon i1s worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from nround Ohio and western 
Pennsylvnnia. 

In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. Jn 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team. • 
~ a hish school senior (1911-12), he captllined Big Red football, basketball and baseball learns and was a football quarterback He died in 1978. 
Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-,I record stale 
champion Wheeling High. 

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two 
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished us NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NJT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American, Alex Graza of Martins Ferry. Both Graza and Jordan were later 
selecled to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The lnlelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). ln high school, he was a football running back and captnin of the 1940 Big 

Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre-World War ll class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec

tion as a 6-foot, 195-pound center. He al.so received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation's outstanding lineman in 1943. 
After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became bead of the 

Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977, 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Nonnan "Wild Man" Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man 

football teams at the smaller enrollment schools, 
The (i..foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tornados. 
After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he 

played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight seasons from 1950-

57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, alon~ with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Engles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks after it was re~rted he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, I 952. He earned the nickname 'Wild Man" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents' 
yardas:e losses. 

An mductee into the Marshnll and West Virginia Slate S~rts Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a "Nom1an Willey Day" on Sept. 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild Man Willey' were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High Schonl. 
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Tony Carna (Caldwell High Schoo~ □ass of 1987). He is one ofonly four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the st,u 
of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individoal □ass A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team tiiles, with Cama the IDDin cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
unbeaten with a 137-0 mw:k and was ranked No. I in the nation by The Hrurier _publicatioo, with Carna as an All-American selection. 

He was a ninc•time All-Ohioan in cross country and track. claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters ns . 
senior. His per;onal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He al.so set a natiooal meet record in th 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity !ettef5 in track and cross country and was an AU-Big Ten am 
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I Natiooal Cross Country Mee~ where he finished 21st i, 
individoal competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jmey. 

Jim Georl(e (Smithfield Hi1m School, □ass of 1950), A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound follback-tackle=d who was selected to th 
fin;t AU-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and al.so was an AU-Ohio □ass B honorable meotion basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout The two-time AU-East= Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-same win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin1 
their re,;ular varsity schedule. He al.so sU!Jted for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West V'uginia AU-Star Game. 

In baiketbaD, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record-recond best in school history - and the Jeff=on County title. 
He accepted a football scholaf5hip to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and remtlar for the Orangemeo. He became the on!: 

Smithfield product drafted by the Natiooal Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. Ile opted to join the Air Force. 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, □ass of 1955). Toe 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points- second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 402 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 pomts against New Athens -recond best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and al.so had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A two-time All-Eastern Oblo selection, he also was honored on ibe 1955 five-player first team AU-Ohio Gass B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, wbo al.so played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, eorolled at West V'uginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, □ass of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorin~ his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a senior. 

A two-time fin;t team AU-Valley captain, he was Ohio □ass A player of the Year and first team AU-Ohio as a senior and second team as a/unior. His 
baskethalljersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Tune Ohio Valley Post- 950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-s~ 11-letter winner, he was an AU-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schoois" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four~year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, □ass of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record nod the first state title (□ass B) in school history, Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George SII1l§er, he 
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected fin;t team Class B AU-State as well as co-captain of the AU-Valley Small 
School" team, He also started for West V'uginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West V'uginia AU-Star G:une. He was accorded Natiooal 
All-American High School Temn hon0f5, 

In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mark at the time, and he scored 5~2 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Jnctependent Basketball Tournament 
in Sistersville. 

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-<:lass sectiooal championship. 
Recruited by nwnerous major colleges for football, he enmlled at Purdue and was a three-year leoerman and two-year regular as a two-way back nod 

~ter. He led Toe Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fonrth in the natioo with a412-yard average. He was featured in Sports illustrated far amajocrole 
ID Purdue's upset of No. 1 ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a bookeotitled 'Toe Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History." 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine AU-Star Game. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed fon:es. He resides in Parl<etsborg. 
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John 'Zip' Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The former Bobcat was one of the fir.;t 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops 
history. He fimshed bis four-year high school career with 1,271 points, which still ranks fifth on the all-time Bobcat scoring chnrts. 

In bis senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bohcats' single-game 
school record and Willi the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkville's Ken AJessi, a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record with 70 
points in 1949 versus Shndyside. 

Behen wound up with 454 points as a senior while leading the Bobcats to a second straight 18-2 record. 
As a junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore total for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He started his career as a freshman with 129 points for a 16--2 

record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62-16 record. 
Behen played one season at West Virginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average. 
In 2007, Cambridge High School retired Behen's jersey number 18. 

Ken CunninKham (East Liverpool lligh School, Class of 1961 ). A three-sport Potter athlete, he earned All-Ohio honors in basketball Wld football Wld 
was the Ohio High School Basketball Player of the Year selection for 1960-61 by The Associated Press, the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was 
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American team. 

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Potters' all-time leading scorer in basketball, including a school-record 41 points in a game while scoring 439 
season points for a 24-point per game average. He aJso led the Potters in scoring as a sophomore and junior. 

In football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Most Valuable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Eastern 
Ohio and All-County selections. He also played three baseball seasons for the Potters. 

He accepted a basketball scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 when he was a 
freshman. As a sophomore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26--2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago. 

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assists as a junior and the three-year leuem1an wru; elected team captfiln as a senior. 
He later returned to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and WllS head coach at Akron University for three sellSons before leaving the coaching r.mks. He currently 

resides in Stow, Ohio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1923). He was an honored, record-setting Purple Rider athlete who served as t:erun 
captain of football, basketball and baseball as u senior. He Wll.'i an All-Valley halfback as a senior after two years llS an All-Valley end. In his senior season, be 
set record which was listed ns an Ohio Valley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight convel'5ion kicks in an 81-0 blanking 
of Coshocton. 

Edwards enrollod nt Washington & Jefferson College, then a "major college" football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is 
named. He played his final three·years as a regular end for coaches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior, he was All¥East and enmed some second team All~ 
America honor.,. 

After rejecting nn offer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he returned to the Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena, Wanvood and 
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls' basketball team was 18-0 and the boys' hoop team had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, a Stanford Uni,·ersity All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys' basketball team took a 21-0 
record to Chicago to compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Toumrunent. The Cadets woo two games before bowing in the quarterfinals. 

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Citizen of the Year in 
1956, In 1984, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

Bob Hugh (Scio lligh School, Class of 1950). The most honored athlete in Scio High history, he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring records 
which remain sh. decades later. He Wll.'i the second Eastern Ohio athlete to twice earn first team, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio OllSS B honors (the first was 
one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Farner Ken Alessi ofYorkville). He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored 
744 points in 30 games as a junior, second best in Ohio to Alessi. Hugh scored 1,386 points in 55 games for an average of 25 points during his la..,,t two seasons. 

The 6-foot-3 for\\lard scored a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96-50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlier 96--36 
rout of New Athens. 

In his senior season, he le.ct the Panthers to thelr best-e·•.-er season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games, and the Harrison County and sectional tournaments, before 
bowing to Strasburg in the district. In his four seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 26-4 and a regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3. 

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. The four-year record was 26--5-1. 
He played freshman basketball at Ohio University. 

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954). The first graduate of a segregated high school to be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-season 
football standout for the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member of a nationally-ranked Michigan State UniYersity team. 

At Dunbar, the 6-foot-l, 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from l 950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1953 tea1ns which defeated 
the other Ohio Valley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28--6 and 19-0. He was the team's leading scorer and ground-gainer his last two seasons 
and was u multiple-year all-star. 

In an era when many college athletic teams were segregated, his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State, Indiana and West Virginia State, then a national 
contender in the black college ranks. He enrolled on his own at Michigan State and w.Jked on to the football team. In his four seasons at the school, the Spartans 
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win o••er UCLA on Jan. I, 1956 with Jones at defensive end. He lettered two seasons and played guard and 
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he earned some all-star recognition. 

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup. 
After colle e. he remained in Michl an, where he currentl resides, as a hi h school educator and was a counselor at He 
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Porler Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final yeor of the jump ball-after-every-goal era, this Potter shooting whiz also noted 
for his passing finesse was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He tallied 408 JX)ints during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump after 
every goal and scoring totnls, 00th for individuals and teams, generally increased with the faster, uninterrupted play. 

In the era of low scoring games., the four-year Potter performer set a school career scoring record nnd reached a game high of 28 JX)ints three times dur
ing his final season. 

He was recognized on local all-star teams, but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939. 
Mackey, who was among the charter inductees into the East Liverpool Hi.Im School Sports Hall or Fame, is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the 

school's finest high school cager. He retired to Peoria, Ariz., and is deceased. 
Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982). A JO-time, three-spon All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree regarded as 

the best all-round female athlete in school history, slie capped her basketball career by earning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors. 
As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 2.2.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the floor. As a junior, she had 

nonns of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 JX>ints and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshmml year because of 
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totnls were 1,254 JX>ints and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honors. 

She also was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball. 
A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding (14.2) as a senior and 

earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-captain, she was rn'ice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points 
with a school record 1,161 rebounds. 

The winningest coach in Otterbein College history, she just completed her 23rd selliion with 11 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville. 
Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Jronman scorer eorned All-Ohio Valley Athletic 

Association (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-stnte selection before earning college and professional fame, The OVM 
was the predecesSot to the OVAC. 

After high school, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944. He ployed four seasons with the Thundering Herd nnd gradu
ated in 1948 with 11 school career record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the 
school's only national championship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Liule All-America honors as a junior 
and second team as a senior. He ha.s been featured with a full-page pholO in the Marshall media guides and wns among the charter basketball honorees into 
the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in the NAIA Hall of Fame .. 

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. I in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollen; selected him 
in 1948. He played the 1949 season before returning to the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from 
1950-52 in the Tri-Stnte Pro Basketball League. He then seived as basketball coach from 1952-54 at St John Cenlral High School in Bellaire and guided 
the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first seuson. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006. 
John Wood (Magnolia High School, Cluss of 1932). This triple-threat football player is the only Blue Ea,gle athlete selected as captain of the All-West 

Yrrginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948. This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given to the 
stnte Player of the Year. 

He played quanertJack, running back, defensive back, drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound three-year stnndout He was shifted from 
running back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the 
losses was 14-6 to overall state champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood to its All-Opponent Team. 

Wood also was a two-.year basketball team captain and a standout tennis player in summer tournaments. 
He accepted a football scholurship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He played three seasons, 

mostly at defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1. 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame, 26-0 us Wood broke the grune 
open with a long interception return. He also ployed in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Washington, 21-0. 

After graduation, he turned to college coachmg/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middleto\\TI, Conn. 
He was head basketball cooch from 1947-68 and also coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970. 
Bill Young (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943 ). He was a three-sport standout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider spons. He was honored on Ferry 

teams which won, or shared two Ohio state championships in 1941. 
He was the only sophomore stnrter on the Lou Grom-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team 

title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was ru:uned All-Tournament Later that year, the junior led Feny to a 10-0 regular season football 
record nnd an invitntional to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical stnte title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season, Ferry outscored JO foes by 333-19 
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenville. 

The rare four-year Rider football letterman and three-year basketball stnrter on teams with records of 27-2. 22-3 and 24-1, he was teorn captain in both 
sports. As u seruor on the 24-1 record state semifinalist-the fmt unbeaten regular season team in school history, he was team MVP on u squad featuring 
sophomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Farner and later college All-America and Olympic star. 

In I 942, Young became the first Rider to weor foothalljersey No. 44, a school tradition for seveml years to the team's top player. He also played baseball. 
After graduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning to enroll nt West Liberty State. He starred on three teams which lost only one gnrne. He 

earned Little All-America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference 
career total offense record until the 1970s, He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fume. Young retired to live in Mnrtins Ferry and is deceased. 
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Cathy Junior Brian Lou Jack 
Clark Hart Hesson Mott Thayer 

... ·.· .· "Leg~,uJs.qf OVACitlcmbt!r whoo.ls 'honors ·those greatcatliletes: wlw p[~ed,or ,coac'Jied rrfrifle.,Qhtolwtiiey 
,• J}f'Wfi[O fM :format/?m offlie conference in 1943 orwhopla)>ed or coached afieni/uit.dafe 1/iiJfoefote . I 

• • ;thei'rschpo_l//J_ecame a tnemberof.tiie conference. • I I! •• 
CaJhy Clarlc Borich (Fort Frye High School. Class of 1986). She is the all-time lead

ing career scorer at one of the area's top roundball progrnm.s. The four-year performer 
scored 1,598 points during a consistent career with 180,444,479 and 495 points in 
each of her seasons. She also charted 430 cnreer rebounds and 265 career assists. 

After earning AU-Ohio Divisioo III mention as a junior, she was tabbed fu:st team 
AU-Ohio as a senior nnd wus District 12 D-Ill Piaya of the Year. She \.\US a three-time 
All-Piooeer Volley Conference honoree and twice first team All-Eastern District and 
District 12. 

After her senior year, she played in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and 
the District 12 All-Star Game. 

The Lady ~ts were 69-32 in her four sea.sons with four section titles and two 
Pioneer Valley Conference crowns. 

As good as she was in high school, she may have been bettff' in college. 
At Mariett:J. College, she not only set the school scoring reconi but nlso lhe all-time 

Ohio Athletic Conference standard of 2,311 points. 
11:ie four-time first team All-OAC honoree was selected a fll5t team NCAA Division 

IIIAJI-Americun as a senior and was the OAC Player of the Year her fmal two seasons 
while serving as Pioneer team captain. 

After her senior season, she was occorded the OAC's highest honor, the Clyde Lamb 
Scholarship, nnd the Marietta College Betty Oeland Aw11n:l 

She cwrently holds six Marietta College records. Besides the career point mark, she 
set standards for game scoring (42), sea.son scoring (636). career goals (939), career 
goal nttempts (1,918), free throws made in a game (18), season assists (209) and career 
assists (501). 

She has been inducted into three Halls of Fame - Marietta College, Mid-Ohio 
Valley Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall. 

Hulchinson (Junior) Harl (lmndale lligb School, Class of 1944). The 5-foot-8, 
160-pomlder wa.s a two-sport prep standout in basketball and football for this tiny 
school in northern Jefferson County. 

As n senior, he earned first team, five-player AU-Ohio Class B honoc<i in basketball 
when only two classes (Class A & B) were selected. The Oll5S A first unit included 
OVAC Hall of Pamer Alex Grot.a of Martins Feny. 

Hart scored 350 points us a senior including several 20-30 point games nnd n1so was 
cited for his defensive play, A highlight was duri~ the Jefferson County Tournament 
when Irondale upset YOlbille, the defending Ohio Class B champion, by 64-41 as 
Hart nearly matched the entire Ductillite team with n rare at-the-time 40 points on 16 
goals nnd eight free throw5. 

In football, Hart was a mercwy-heeled running ln:k whose forte was speed. 
Hart enrolled at Delaware State Uni\'ersity w~re he competed in footbatl. basketball 

and track. In 1986, he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame. 
After coUe~e, he served in the U.S. Navy and WD..'l 11 high school teacher/coach for 

several years m Mound Bayou, Miss., nnd then taught and coached in Dover, Delaware 
at \Vlllirun Herny Comprehensive High School (the on1y black high school in the 
county) and at Dover High School. He passed away at age 69 on May 21, 1995 at his 
home in Fellon, Delaware. 

Irondale became part of the Stnnton Loca1 consolidation which is now part of the 
Edison schools. 

Brian Hesson (Coldwell High School, Class of 1993). He was a major cog in the 
Redskins' running dynasty of the 1980s and 1990s, helping Caldwell v.in Ohio state 
cross country championships in 1990, '91 and '91, gradunting one year before his 
school joined the OVAC. 

The distance nrnner cuptured three st.ate titles in CT05.5 country and five in track -
two each in the 3,200 meters and 1,600 meters plus one as a member of a 3,200-merer 
relay unit. A11 told, he was a 17-time AJI-Ohion in the two sports. 

After pla.cing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet us a freshman, he won the titJe 
trifecta -with times or 15:35, 15:30 and 15:20 in his final three years. 

A four-time All-Ohioan in crns.s country, he v.us cited as a three-time prep All
American. He competed in the Foot Locker National Cross Country championships 
tlrree times, placing 15th, 3rd and 8th. He also v.us n member of the 1994 Junior 
Natioru:tl Team. 

Recruited to run cross country and track by the University of Alabama, he became 
a four-lettennan in both indoor and outdoor truck.. He earned All-Southeastern 
Conference honors three times and competed in three NCAA Track Championships. 

He scored in three events in the 1997 SEC Q)ampionship Meet - nmning a 30:24 
in the toK on Friday, 119:19 in the Steeplechase on Saturday, and 14:31 i the 5K on 
Sunday. He wus honored by the Univmity of A1ahama v.ith the Career Achievement 
Awon:l in I 998. 

Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cros.s Country Coaches' Hall of 
Fume 11J1d the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. 

Lou Mott (Pinc Grove High School, Class of 1956). The 5-foot-9 Tornadoes' 
basketball and baseball performer is considered the school's best-ever prep athlete. 
After 59 years, he still holds the Wetz.el County career scoring recon:i of 2, 117 points 
and the single season point average mark of 33.0 points a gnme set in his senior year. 

His cnreer point totaJ broke the W.Va. state mark of 1,956 points set from 1951-53 
by the legendary "Hot Rcxl'' Hundley of Ounieston and Mott became the firn. 2,0CMJ 
point scorer in Mounl1lin State history. Mott's total also bettered the Ohio Valley stan
dard of 2,077 points set by charter OVAC Hall of Furner Ken AJessi ofYork-.iDe from 
1947-49. His career total currently ranks 15th on the nll-time W.Va. charts and Top 
10 in Ohio Valley annals. Mott held the W. Va. career record until 1958 and the Ohio 
Valley standard until 1959. 

As a prep senior, J-X! scored 693 points in 21 games. In his junior year, he avemge.d 29.4 
points iocluding a school-recon:l 51 PJints inn 127-58 win ewer Wallace. The 127 points 
set a state standan:i whkh lasted tv,,u v.'t'eks before \Vbo!ling outscon."'O Weir, 146-1 IO, nt 
1-tadison Gym in a game whkh set a tren--national reconl total of 256 points. 

Mott's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hall of Farner 
Henry Josefczyk of YOfkville (422) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer of New 
Cumberland (33,95) and wru; ahead of two OVAC Hall of Fame.rs - Lee Patrone of 
Bellaire (32.9) and Ron "Cy" Godlrey of Martins Feny (32.4). In W.Vn., Mott ranked 
lhird behind the legendary Jerry West of Eust Bank (34.3) and Thayer. 

As a senior, Mott Wll5 selected Class 8 (smaller of two classes) first team All-State 
and also picked as the stme Player of the Year by the Sistersville-based Tri-Stnte 
lmitational Tournament. 

After his senior year, he was selected to play on a combined W.Va.-Ohio AU-Star 
terun to play the Kentucky All-Stars. His teammates included We,t and Josefczyk_ 

In baseball, he was 11 four-year regular pitcher/shortstop 11J1d also played American 
Legioo baseball. He also competed in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball League. 

He earned a basketball scholarship to Marshall and played three varsity seasons ofter 
a year on the freshman team. 

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1956). He wns a 6-foot-4, 
200-pound muhi-sport standout (football quarterback, basketball forward, baseball 
shortstop) who is reganied as the school's top multi-sport athlete. 

He earned his most fame in basketball as a senior when he scored 679 points in 20 
games for a school-record 33,95 average which ranke.d No. 2 in both the state nnd 
Ohio Valley. The top OV rruuk was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Farner Herny Josefczyk 
of Yorkville and the leading W.Va. average was 343 by the legendary Jerry West of 
Eust Bank. 

Thayer scored 56, 58 and 53 points in three sir.light la1e-sea.son wins over Sherrard, 
Cameron nnd fullansbee St. Anthony. That gave him a remarkable 167 points in three 
ganies and 114 in back-to-back outmgs. He also hid other games of 52, 49, 46 and 
41 twice. 

In football, he played for W.Va. in the annual W.Va.-Ohio AJI-Stnr game and Wa<! 
recruited by West Vrrginia Univer.;ity as an imited-wolk.-on candidate. 

AtWVU, he was one of two regularquarterbocks on a freshman team which won all 
five games. After his freshman year, he left school to join the U.S. Anny and played 
rumed service football before being discharged in 1961. 

He signed a free agent contract for a tryout with the Oeveland Rro\.VTIS in 1962. the 
same year that OVAC charter Hall of Farner Jolm Havlicek was in camp. 

After lbayer was cut, he returned to the Ohio Valley nnd earned a msteT spot ns a 
backup quarterback on the first Wheeling lronmen team which went 9-4 and won the 
1962 United Football League title in Thayer's only season on the team. 
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Dick 
Larkins 

Amie 
Marks Cormell 

Ron 
Martin 

Ray 
Montgomery 

Pete 
Zlnaich 

Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, □ass of 1927). Hewas n two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley nthlete to earn 
three Ohio State letters in both football and basketball. 

In high school, he wus a four.year foolball lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played tv.'o 
Vlll'5ity years of basketball for the Potters. 

At Ohio State, he played tackle on three Buckeye teams (1928-30) and also was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning 
six varsity letters. 

After graduation, he served in the Navy before returning to OSU in 1933 toJ· oin the athletic and physical educations staffs. In 1946, he became Athletic 
Director and served until his retirement in I 971. During his tenure, he _guide one of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big 10 Conference and 
the country. The school named a recreation and physical activity facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor. 

Amie Marks Corme/1 (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1994). The most honored female nthlete in Lady Vikings' history, she earned 12 letters 
in basketball, track and volleyball. 

In basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26.3, 25,8, 28.5 and 27 .9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks 
No. 2 in Ohio Valley history behind charter OVAC Hall of Farner Stephanie Petho of Bellaire SL John's. 

Other career totnls include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 steals, 42% field goal nnd 74% free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals. 
Marks earned AH-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors ns a junior and senior and third team as a freshman and sophomore. She wru; D-IV 

Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and wns a four-year Eastern District and Oistnct 5 selection and Player 
or Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. She was a three-time first team All-Valley selection and a four-time All-Inter-Volley Conference choice. 

In track. she was twice an All-Valle,y selection. She won the Ohio Division m high jump as a junior and placed fifth ns a senior. 
Marks earned a basketball scholn.rsh1p to Akron University where she was a four-year lettem1.a11 and team co-captain as n senior. The 5-foot-9 fmv .. ·ard/ 

guard scored 853 career points, incluclins: 16 against nationally No. 1 ranked and tv,,o-time national champion Tennessee. 
She currently resides in Northfield, Ohio and teaches and coaches at Nordonia High School. 
Ron Martin (Tiffin Columbian High School, Class of 1971). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio 

history, he guided Cnldwell from 1975-86 to a dual record of 1, 195-186 nnd the first two of a record eight straight Ohto Class A stnte titles. In 1983, the 
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonuld in the state meet A year later, Caldwell placed second, one point behind Dayton Christian, 
but the best was yet to come. 

In 1985, Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school's second state title. The 1986 team. however, is regarded as the 
school's best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points to repeat us Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical 
national champion by Cross County Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Cnma. an OVAC Legends' 
honoree and one of only five state haniers to win three individual crowns. 

Martin left Caldwell nfler the back-to-back Ohio crov..115 and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins' state tit1e run 
to eight in n row through 1992. 

Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East, also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg 
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Associntion of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. 

Ray Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking all-stnter in football nnd basketball later became and all-time great nt 
the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-State in football ( 1925), as well as All-Valley, nnd was selected to the five-plnyer, one-class All
State (1926) m basketball llS he led the second Viking team into the stnte tournament He also played baseball. 

For his high school, and Inter college honors, the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many 
years. That display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. ln a 1969 series by The Inteltigencer, he was selected to the 
Early Era guards on an All-lime Ohio Valley Football team based on staff research and reader {)Olling. 

He enrolled ot Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football team ofter nauonal Hall of Fume coach Jock Sutherland reportedly 
promised him o trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons, Pitt won 23, 
lost four, had two ties and made ra·o Rose Bowl trips after unbenten regulnr seosons (8--0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crov..11ed national 
chnrnpion by regular season poUs.) Pit!, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stnnford and 47-14 to USC. 

As a senior, he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-l, 188-pound ~ard. The two-way standout. also cited for his defense, was labeled 
by Sutherland as .. the perfect guard., and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. In 1958, he was selected to an All-Time Pitt team. 

Pete Zinaich (Weir High, Class of 1943). The most honored player on the first OVAC team to claim an "official" W.Vn. all-class football champion
ship. In the pre-playoff era, the W.Vn. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Furner Curl Hamill, the state chnmplon 
despite a 6-3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten (4--0-1) vs. in-stote teams with close losses to Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Oairton, Pa. 
The three-year regular fullback-linebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders' leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first 
tam all-class I I-player All-State as a senior. 

After military service, he enrolled at West Virginia Univer5ity and became a rare team captain of tv,,o sports (football and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior. 
He lettered four yenrs in football nnd was a regular ns a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. I, 1949 Sun Bowl with n 21-12 win 
over Texas Western. After his senior season, he was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the ninth round as the 115th overall NFL pick but opted for 
an education career. He also was n three-year lettennan at shortstop on the WVU baseball team. 

After WVU, he spent his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head foothall and baseball coach at Adena High School from 1956-
69. His best football team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC □ass A championship. 
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George 
Cheroke 

Frank 
Gilliam 

Harry 
Diehl 

Tom 
Harp 

Ed 
Oliver 

Legends qfOVAC member schools honors those grea/athletes who played or coached in fhe:6~w ViJ.lley\ 
prior to thefonnation of,the conference in 1943 or who played or coached lifter .that date ;bu/ 'pefote.' , 

_ ,!_heir school became a »u!mber ofthe conference;. i j • 
George Cheroki! (Shadyside High School, Onss of 1940). He was a football am.I wrestling standout for the Ttgers, which produced the area's first wrestling power 

under coach Art Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the one-class Ohio heavyweight title in 1940 after capturing the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As a sophomore, 
he placed thinl at 154 pounds.The Tigers placed second to Cleveland John Huy, 21-20, for 1940 team laurels after Stuulyside defeated John Hay in a dual meet earlier. 

Cheroke, nicknamed Chief, also \.VUS 11 stellar 5-foot-9, 185-pound football guard.The three-year gridder and two-time team cuptnin earned All-Valley honors ns a t\l.'o
way standout. The Ttgers went 9-1 und 7-2-1 during his finaJ two seasons. 

He enrolled at Ohio State University to compete in both football and wrestling. Playing for coach Paul Brown on 6-1-1 reconl team, lhe sophomore moved into starting 
lineup in fifth game after a teammate's injury. He left OSU before 1942 season to serve in the Air Force during World War II. 

After his discharge in 1946, he again opted to play for Paul Brown, who was starting the Cleveland Browns in lhe fir.;t year of the All-American Conference. Chemke 
played in 12 games for the 13-2 reconl Browns, who defeated New York, 14-9 in the championship game. After one season, he re-enlisted in the Army for a 20-yearcareer, 
retiring in 19~5 to enter business in California. He passed away in 1986. 

Harry Diehl (ML Morris, Pa. High School, C1ass of 1952). When he joined the Stanton High uthletic progr.lll1 in 1960 as head basketball coach aikl assistant coach, 
there was no track program, so he guided the 1961 and 1962 basketball teams to unbenten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and 23-1 records. 

In 1963, without n home track, he stnrted the Stanton boys' track program and competed in the Indian League ut Mingo. Four years luter, the first all-weuther track in 
the Ohio Valley was lnstaJ]ed at Stanton an<l the Indian League moved its meets from the Mingo clnJer track to Stanton. Diehl's teams then reeled off 75 consecutive dual 
meet v.ins, reportedly an Ohio Valley recon.L from 1967-76 as Stanton fielded one of the most dominant small school track programs in the area. Other teams in the lnJiun 
League included Mingo, Jefferson Union, Toronto, Cadiz, Springfield, United Local and Beaver Local. 

Stanton won multiple Ohio district titles, two C1ass A regional crowns nnd competed in state events. While no first places were recorded, &0phomore sprinter Bob 
Hnught, who signed a University of Alobama football scholarship, posted the state's fastest 440-yard Class A time in 1970 before placing second ut the state meet OVAC 
Hu11 of Furner Blaine Rose also competed for Diehl, who ran track and cross country at West Virginia U. 

Stanton joined the OVAC in 1981 und Diehl's temns won Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the helm. 
Diehl also served as an assistant football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout. 
Diehl received several awards before retiring In 1986, including the second Robert McKe\vey Award from the Upper Ohio Volley Dapper Dans in 1976 and the Cul 

Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993. 
He resides in Boynton Beudi, Fla. 
Frank Gilliam (Steubenville High School, Closs of 19~2). He, and charter OVAC Legend honoree Cru•·in Jones, le.d Big Red to its most successful football-boys' bas

ketball year (1951-52) in history. The court team is the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regular season followed by eight post-season wins in Ohio's 
largest Class A sectional, district and regional totnnaments plus wins over Toledo Central Catholic and Akron North in the state event Big Red bowed to Middletown, 
63-53, in the finals. Gilliam was team captain. 

The 1951 Big Red football team went 9-1, losing only to Massillon (13-6) and routing Canton McKinley (63-6) before being ranked No. 2 behind :Massillon in the final 
AP state poll. 

Gilliam, nicknruned Shag, was a two-way end who earned third team largest class AU-Ohio plus All-Eastern Ohio and All-Vu11ey honors. He played in the W.Va.-Ohio 
All-Star Game. 

He lettered three years in basketball and two each in football and baseball. The baseball team went 16-3 his junior year. 
The University of Imva recruited Jones, Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the "Steubenville Trio" by Iowa media. Gilliam was 

u three-year starter at end including a sophomore season when the Hawk.eyes tied Notre Dame, 14-14, and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat out the 19~5 season with a 
broken leg and returned in 1956 as Iowa went 9-1 to win the Big Ten title and n first-ever trip to the Rose Bowl, beating Oregon State, 35-19. Gilliam was All-Big Ten 
and second team All-American. 

In 1989, for Iowa's 100th footbaJI anniversary fete, fans selected Gilliam (and Jones) to an All-lime Iowa team. 
Gillinm was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packers, but opted to follow Jones to the Canadian Football League. He played three seasons atWmnlpeg 

before becoming an nssistnnt coach (1966-70) at Iowa He then joined the Minnesota Vi.kings for a 36-year career in scouting and personnel. 
He resides in Windermere, Fla. 
Tom Harp (Bnrnesville High School, Class of 1945). A Shamrock football and basketbaJl standout and college athlete who later made his mark in the coaching world. 
A four-year quarterback and fullback in football, he was a three-year basketball standout who helped the Shamrocks to won-lost recants of 18-4, 16-6 and 16-4 and 

titles in the East Ohio Athletic League. He was selected All.Conference his la.st two years. 
He was recruited by Hull of Fame coach Sid Gillman to play football nt Miami of Ohio and lettered as n freshman fullback before he was drafted into military sen:ice 

for two years with the Navy. 
Renmting borne in 1948, he enrolled at Muskingum College and played qWJiterback and fullback on tv,•o Ohio Athletic Conference title teams in 1949-50. 
After gmduatioo, he turned to coaching and became head coach at Carrollton High from 1951-53 with a 20-6-1 reconi. He became one of over 100 coaches to apply 

for the vacant Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed the job vacated by Brilliant native Cbuck Muther, who compiled n 57-3 record before opting for 
University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massillon t\.vo years to 17-2-1 reconl and the state No. 1 and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press. 

He then joined the college ranks ns backfield coach nt Anny before a 15-year stint (1961-77) as head coach nt three colleges - Cornell, Duke and Indiana State. The 1958 
Ann:t teai;n, led by Hc:isman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins, was ranke.d No. 3 in the nation. 

Ea Oliver (East Liveipool High School, Class of 1953). Reganlcd by some veteran Potter observers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was a statewide 
honoree on both sides of the ball ns n tlirec-year regular. The runner, passer, plocekicker, punter, linebacker nnd defensive back was n first team All-Ohio linebacker pick 
by The AP as n senior after rating second team All-Ohio defensive back honors as a junior. The UPJ sele.cted him 11 first team All-Ohio offensive back 11s a senior. 

The Potters went 9-0-1 in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oliwr W!l'i the team leatling rusher and scorer.1be program only produced one previous nine•win sea.son. 
He was nlso the leading basketball tenm scorer as a senior and letteretl in baseball. 
Awarded 11 football scholarutip to the University of Miami (Fla.), he was a three-year letterman at running back. As a senior on an 8-1-1 re::ord tenm ranked 6th in the 

national AP Poll, he was second on the tenm in rushing and scoring. 
After gratlwltlon, he coached in the high school ranks. He is deceased. 
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Mac 
Cara 

Dall 
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Sterling 
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Tullis 

Lege,uls qfOVAC member solwdlsdwnors those gtei1t athletes whopZa),eil,of coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the (fomwtwn qf.the cotifereJU1e In 1943 orwfw_ 'f}layed or.-coliched after .thi1t date but before , 

their school became ,a member of the confere,u;e; 

Dominic (Mac) Cara (BeUaire High School, Oass of 1933). An All-Valley end, and four-year mu.Jt1-sport performer, for the Big Reds, he earned three football 
letters at North Carolina Stnte and senred as 1936 team captain !1.5 a senior. He was selected on an All-lime Wolfpack team. All-Stnte, All-Conference, All-South ond 
honorable mention All-America, He was the first Wolf pack to be drafted- in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two sen.sons 
with the Piusburgh Steelers, 

He returned to the Ohio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School to the Ohio Class B state championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center 
after 14-0 and 13.0 tourney wins, From 194047. he cOD.ched the Steubenville Central football team to a combined 50·17-7 record includJng marks or 9--0-1, 8·0-1, 
8-1 and 8•1, Also, during that period, he coached the Steubenville Pros team for three years. 

In 1948, he started n l2•year college assistant coach stint including n year at Georgeto\lm, five years (1949•53) at Mississippi State and six years (1954-59) at the 
University or Florida He recruited 37 Ohio VaJley players to those schools including OVAC Hall or Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside). 

He returned to the Ohio Valley ln 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962•65 with the Wheeling Jronmen, which won a United 
Football Lengue title in 1963. 

Cara, who was inducted into the Upper Ohio Vulley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame, is deceased. 
Dail Harper (Caldwell High School, Class of 1986). A three•sport prep athlete who set shot put records ln track and earned aJl-state honors in football. As a 

senior trackman, his school record shot put effort of 64·feet, 9•inches o.t the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for o.n area weightman for 23 years and ranks 
second n11-rime. After a state Class A runner.up finish as a sophomore with a 52·9 1/4 toss, he won two Oh.io titles with efforts of 58• 7 and 59-2 l/4. He o.lso was a 
stnte dJscus qualifier as n senior. 

Tite lhree·time Pioneer Valley Conference shot put chrunpion also won the Kiebler Imemational Meet in Chicago and was runner-up al the National Junior Olympics. 
USA Today selected him as Oh.io Track Athlete of the Year for 1986. 

In football, he was a four-yenr lettennan/starter at running back and earned three AH-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion
ships. A two-time All-Eastern District pick, he was named Offensive Player of the Year us a senlor when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first.ever 
Ohio playoff game, he rushed for 2fi0 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3,486 career rushing yards. Harper wa.s ulso a threc•year sturter In basketball. 

A Kent State recruit for track, he was a three-year lettennan and n two•year Mid-American Conrerence outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6, 58-9) and an NCAA 
AJl·American us n junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors, He ranks 4th a.II-time in school Indoor and 7th all-time in school outdoor shot puL 

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School, Class of 1955). One of the Bobcats' most honored football players, the center-linebacker Willi a first team All-Ohio 
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobcat to be cited on an All-America team by Scholnstlc Coach. He o.Iso is in rare company by hav
ing hls unifonn No. 24 retired by the school. 

The three-time All-Central Ohio Lengue first team honoree helped the Bobcats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1953, He also was a four-year basketbaU 
player and All·COL honorable mention. choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball, 

The 6-foot• l, 205•pound athlete earned a scholarship to the University of Illinois where he was a three-year letterman ut center-linebacker, In o. 20-13 upset in 1956 
or nationally-ranked No. 1 Michigan Sto.te, be had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 6Q.minute contest Future Pro Football Hall of Farner Ray Nitschke 
was a fellow linebacker, 

After serving armed services duty, he conched the Illinois freshman terun for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Pamer, Dick Butkus. 
He later coached high school football for 25 years in Illinois. He passed away in 2016. 

Eddie Sterling (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1943). The 6-foot-l forward competed at high levels on the high school, college and professiono.1 levels. He 
earned first team All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 3.57 points for an unbeaten regular season Learn which ended 24-1 including 
sectional, district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he wns a four.year basketball player, three years as a track long 
jumper and one year in football and baseball. 

At West Virginia University, he was a three•year staner on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was team captnin as a senior. He scored 559 career points, He 
Inter returned to the Ohlo Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League, 

He ulso coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final fh•e teams went 88· 14 after a 4-17 first year start. His 1959 and 1960 CardJnal 
teams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won.Jost marks of 17-2, 16-3, 19-3, 18-2 and 18-4. 

Kim Tullis (Jewett-Scio High School, Class or 1984), The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Oh.lo Valley girl to break the 2,000-point career mark with 2,072 in 90 
go.mes during a four-year starting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high or 53 vs. Indian Valley North, the fourth valley player to 
reach the 50•polnt mnrk. She led the valley in scoring two straight years nnd, us a senior, averaged 27.5 points, 7.5 rebounds, 8.0 nssists and 5.4 steals while shooting 
46.4% from the floor. 

Tullis was a first team all-Ohio selection us a senior and she was a three-time first team All• Valley honoree • no.med co-captain as n senior. She averaged 25.1 ns n 
junior and was a 5econd team All·Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as a sophomore and gained third team All-Ohio honors. She ulso was a three-time choice us All-Eastern 
District nnd AH-District 5. 

A resident of Kent, she was n four-year letterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior team co-captain while earning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and 
honorable mention All-MAC her final season. In 110 career games, she scored 940 points with 315 assists and 172 steals. She led her team in assists as a senior. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

. Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame Class or 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick 
(accepting for the late George Kovalick), 
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Horne}, Betty Pokns (accepting for the lute 
Cal Pokas}, Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts}, and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row,Jlm Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroskl, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas}, Alan Hornyak ond Rayon 
Williams (accepting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Thlrd row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford nod StcpbanJe Pctho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members or the OVAC Hull or Fame Class or 
2005 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumlcy),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zltzelsberger (accepting for the late 
\Vnlter Heil), Mory Schuetz (ncccpting for the 
lute Alex Groza), June PnuU (ncccpting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick MUlcr, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Ftlllez, Lnnce Mehl, Dee Davis, Brinn Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway}, and Matt Gaudio. 



A look back at past QVAC Hall_,of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent• 
Ing Col Giffin), Ron Mouck,Mlke D'lnnocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hnll, Panl 'Bud' BIUlard and Dave Pugh (rep
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gnln, PbU Nlekro, John Magistro (represent
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, BUJ Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and BIU West. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC HaU of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bed.way, 
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and BiU Hinegardner; 
second row, Bad Ca.rplco (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalle McSwaJn (representing 
Don Flemlng),John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnnughy and Brenda Cuttane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs, 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Redmond 
(ncceptlng for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug 
Hoff (accepting for the Inte Jimmy Stewart), 
BIII Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob RJel'es and MJke Kovalick; 
back row, Joseph Pettinl (accepting for Joe 
Pettinl), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson {accept
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie 
Daller. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2009 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Richard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Manseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paollsso; second row, 
Harold "Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the lnte Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Mnrk Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, I\-fike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
. ,- ,, " -- ~ t', 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fnme Clas., or 
2010 or their representatives Include, front row 
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
"Streaky" Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry Joserczyk, Dun Sutherin, 
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Nickro (represent• 
Ing Joe Nlekro), Less Browne, Jlllke Wright, 
Melissa Hnmmond and Jeff Sweitzer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members or the OVAC Hall of Fame Class or 
2011 or their representatives Include, front row 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thornes, Ross 
Gallobrese (accepting for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Del (accepting for the late Dick Del) and 
Larry Show. Second row, Plennie CluUer, Gory 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the lute Bob 
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (occepting for the Jute Randy 
Donahue). ThJrd row, Craig I\filler, Pat Miller, 
Man;ha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Shnron Vincent, Reno DiOrlo {ncccpting for 
TJ. Hannlg), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle, 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
ClllSS of 2012 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell "Jinuoy" Carey), Shawn 
Dooley (accepting for the late Charles 
''Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene ''Eudie" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Ahramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
late Richard ''Dick" Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr, 
Shawn Vmcent and Kenny Howell. 
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OVACHall 
of Fame 

Class of 2013 
Members of the OVAC Hall of 

Fame Class of 2013 or their rep
resentatives include, front row 
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac
cepting for the late Jim Thomas), 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry 'Moo' Moore. Second row, 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting 
for Jim Brown), Larry Marmie, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Mark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany 
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of2014 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 or their representa
tives include, front row left to right, 
Rick Coles, Bill Brubaker, James 
Companion, Jhn Potts (Cameron/ 
Cooch), Dick Edge (accepting for the 
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and 
James "Junior" Moore. Second row, 
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike 
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row, 
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino, 
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie 
Hutchin) and Don Stephens. Also 
Inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike 
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 or tbelr representatives 
Include, front row left to right, Lllnda 
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellos 
(accepting for the late George Kellas II, 
David 'Ty' Fleming and Rod Johnson; 
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting 
for the late Duane Powell), Pot Graetjens 
(accepting for the late Sam 'Buzz' 
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the 
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey 
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third 
row, Gene 'Beef' Lamone, Rick Nau, 
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovlclc; fourth 
row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly Swlerkos 
and Jamie Taylor; bock row, Dr. Diano 
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod), 
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and 
Paul Hoover. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Clas.s of 2016 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, thelr 
representatives) included, Bob Koch, 
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent
ing the late Jimmy Mountain),Stan 
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West; 
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan 
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn 
Kovallck (representing Eddie Becker), 
Mike Habig (representing Nell Habig, 
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn), 
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley 
and Jlm Wood; back row, Jim Woofter, 
William Augur (representing Kim 
Angur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates 
StmT, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and 
Kacie Vavrek. 

OVAC 
Hall of Fame 
Class of2017 

Members of the OVAC Hall of 
Fame Clas.s of 2017 or their rep
resentatives include, front row left 
to right, Arthur "Botch" Joseph, 
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave 
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill 
Gompers; second row, Lisa Gile her 
(representing Tom Franckhauser), 
Angela Hearst (representing 
William 'Catfish' Hearst), Jarrett 
Alford (representing Roger 
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones 
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami 
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis 
(representing Nate Davis), April 
Rotilio and Roger Sowers D (rep
resenting Roger Sowers). 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2018 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Oass of 2018 or their representatives 
Include, front row left to right, Ron 
White, Greg Haberlleld (representing 
Earl Haberlleld), John Simonson, Tim 
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob 
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz; 
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy 
Sessl Spence (representing Geno Sessl), 
Gerl Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago 
(representing Don Osby), Willie Tucker 
(representing Bill Tucker and Keith 
Vrotsos; back row, Georgia Dawson, Ron 
Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly Shields, 
Reno Soccoccla (representing Zach 
Collaros and Adam Hoppel 
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The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference, set to begin its 
77th year, welcomes Dirk 
DeCoy as the new Executive 
Director of the conference. 
DeCoy succeeds Tom Rata
iczak, who held the position 
for 20 years. Rataiczak will 
remain as Treasurer and 
will handle the OVAC Hall 
of Fame and Museum. 



MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased. 
Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals. 
Wms/titles can be boys/girls combined ifin the same sport (track, cross country, etc.) 
Baseball: 250 wins. 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 wins 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles 
2. OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased 
25 years of service 
3.MEDIA: 
Can be inducted any time 
20 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 
4. OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Contributions to the conference 
5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR: 
Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been success-

ful in the high school/college/professional ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories. 
6.ATHLETES: 
Must be out of high school 10 years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and profes-

sional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume. 
Baseball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Basketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams 
Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Football: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Softball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Swimminp;: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Tennis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Track: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
Volleyball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
Wrestling: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes 
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