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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row left to right, Don Zinni, Tom Tisher, Ron
Mauck, Dick Wolf, Kelly Rine and Joe Dunlevy; back row, Bob Koch, Doug Huff, Seth Staskey,
Tom Rataiczak, Robert “Bubba” Kapral and Jeff Harrison. Not pictured, Dirk DeCoy.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Selection Committee

Dirk DeCoy.......coooveviiieiieeeeeee v OVAC Executive Director
Joe Dunlevy...........cccovveiviennnn. Athletic Director, Indian Creek High School
Jeff Harrison............ceerueenneen. Long-time Ohio Valley Sports Writer/Editor
Doug Huff......................Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling
Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral....Executive Sports Editor, The Times Leader/Intelligencer
Bob Koch.............uceeeeciceincinnne.. OVAC Football All-Star Game Director
Ron Mauck....Former OVAC Football All-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director
Tom RataiczakK.......ccvvnsiiinsinnnininsiccncresnesnsssnennarnsnnnnnnene OVAC Treasurer

Kelly Rine.........cccccvruerenenens .....Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School
Seth Staskey............cersunnene... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
Tom Tisher..........cvvemrenrcnrcresescsiencnnsnnennene Teacher, Magnolia High School

Dick Wolf................coseeururueene. East Liverpool City Schools Board Member
Don ZinNNi....iociiiecnreonnsessssssenesenneees OVAC Football Assistant Commissioner
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OVAC Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony

Welcome
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D IINICE ... e a e e e e bt aeee e e rnbaans 5:30 p.m.

Introductions/Remarks Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Treasurer
Dirk DeCoy, OVAC Executive Director

Master of Ceremonies John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio

Legends of the OVAC Ed Bartrug, Guido DeVecchis, Stan Goletz,
Charles ‘Hank’ Morus, Steve Swisher

Distinguished Service Award.... Dave Schafer
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019
Dr. Dan Dovyle

Dr. Dan Doyle (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1974). He has become a fixture in the conference, serv-
ing as director of the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament since 2009 and OVAC Wrestling Commissioner
since 2013. He has been on the OVAC Executive Board since the early 2000s, serving as president during the
2009-10 and 2010-11 school years.

His contribution to the sport of wrestling was recognized by his peers when he was named the OVAC “Mr. Mat
Award” recipient in 2005, He has been responsible for many changes in the seeding process for the conference
wrestling tounament.

Doyle has alse worked with the OVAC Museum Commiittee for many years.

He began as a high school wrestler at Wheeling Central, capturing the West Virginia State Championship at 112
pounds as a senior. He was also a three-time OVAC Toumnament place-winner, claiming the conference title in 1972,

Doyle then went on to Allegheny College, graduating there in 1977 with a bachelor’s degree in geology. He was
a four-year wrestler there and an NCAA Division 111 National qualifier. He earned his master’s degree in science
and education from the University of Dayton and his doctorate ?rom West Virginia University.

He was a tencher/eoach at Jefferson Union High School for eight years, serving as head coach in wrestling and Dr. Dan Doyle
baseball and as an assistant in football,

Doyle then spent 16 years in the Buckeye Local district starting in 1985, serving as an administrator for 12 years
including high school principal. He was the head wrestling coach all 16 years, leading Buckeye to overall OVAC Tournament Championships in
1996 and 1997, also winning the OVAC Dual Meet Championship those two years. He was a two-time OVAC and Eastern District Coach of the Year,

He then served as the Superiniendent of Scheols of the Noble Local School District {Shensndoah) and later spent time as interim superintendent

Roy ‘AP Glitch

Rey ‘AP’ Glich (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1969). When you're known as the “Voice of the OVAC”, that’s
aLEretty good Elﬂce i start, but Glitch has also worn many other hats within the conference over the years from
athlete to coach to director.

Many known Glitch as a mainstay as the public address announcer for many years at both the OVAC Boys/
Girls Basketball Tournaments and the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic (both events at Chio
University Eastern}, ond he’s also been on the “mic™ and behind the scorebook at countless regular season and
toumament events at S¢t. Clairsville High School.

Glitch also spent many years on the OVAC Baseball Committee, including 15 years as the sport’s director, and
was the recipient of the 2013 OVAC Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorckeeper/Timer Award.

At St. Clairsville, he spent 32 years as a math instruetor and coacged maltiple sports, including serving as head
boys’ basketball coach from 1978-85, He was the District 12 Coach of the Year in 1980 and coached in the OVAC
All-Star Game in 1981. He was also named District 12 Assistant Coach of the Year in 2002,

He also was an assistant baseball and football coach for the Red Devils for 11 years.

: SR Glitch had the 5t. Clairsville Junior High Tournament named in his honor in 2012 and he received the District 12
Roy ‘Al’ Glitch Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award in 2017.

As an athlete, he’s a part of two teams on the Bridgeport High “Wall of Fame™ — the 1969 basketball and baseball
state runner-up teams, and was an all-OVAC and all-Eastern Ohio selection in both sports, earning honorable men-

tion all-Ohio in basketball.

Glitch then atiended West Liberty State College where he was a four-year letterman and a two-time all-WVIAC selection. He received his bach-
elor’s degree in secondary mathematics in 1973 there and his master’s in education from the University of Dayton in 1981.

He also competed in the Ohio Valley Baseball League for 24 vears as a standout on the Warwood Reds,

In addition to teaching at St. C,, he alse served as a GED math instructor at the Belmont Correctional Institute, eaming five nominations as Ohio

Don Clegg

Pon Clegg (John Marshall High School, Class of 1974). He enjoyed a successful 26-year career covering local
colleges and high schools as a sports reporter and editor at the Wheeling News-Register and The Intelligencer.

During his tenure with the Wheeling newspapers, Clege and members of his sports departments received sev-
eral state-wide awards for various articles, features and special projects. A pastclJresident of the West Virginia
Sportswriters Association (WVSWA), Clegg chaired numerous all-state boys' and girls’ basketball and baseball
committees for the WVSWA, He also did publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game for
several years.

After leaving the newspaper business, he provided extensive editorial services to the West Liberty University B
athletic department as a professional freelance writer for many years before being named sports information
director at the university in June of 2017, As sports information director, Clegg leads the sports informatian
department’s daily operations and serve as primary media comtact for WLU's 18 intercollegiate sports. His other
responsibilities include generating all editorial content and athletic publications, overseeing West Liberty’s athlei-
ics website and maintaining sports records and statistics.

Clepg also serves as a member of West Liberty’s Athletic Hall of Fame Committee,
He is a native of Moundsville and & John Marshall High School alum who later graduated with honors from the Don Clegg
P.I. Reed School of Journalism at West Virginia University in 1978.




OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 Pn
Daye Bruney---- .-«

Dave Bruney {(Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1969). If ever there was someone who bleeds purple, it’s “Coach
Dave.” During 40 years on the sidelines including 39 at his aima mater, Bruney amassed an impressive overall record
of 284-135 (275-134 at Ferry High) which ranks among the top 20 in OHSAA history.

Bruney-coached Purple Rider teams made the OHSAA playoffs 14 times in a 20-year span starting in 1998 (*98,
‘99, 2000, *02, ’03, ‘04, *06, ‘08, ‘09, *10, *I1, ‘13, *14,* lg) and had only six sub-,500 seasons in 39 years with only
one afler 1990. The Purple Riders fashioned four undefeated regular seisons under Bruney (1979, 1998, 2002 and
2004), with the '04 team winning the OHSAA Division IV, Region 15 championship before falling to Youngstown
Cardinal Mooney (27-6) in the state semifinals.

His teams also won six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1999, 2002, "04, 08, "11 and *13) and he
coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Games four times.

Bruney sporis an impressive list of henors, including being named 1o the OHSFCA Hall of Fame in 2010. He also
received the Ohio Coaches Achievement Award from the Minor Pro Football Hall of Fame in Pittsburg in 2014, the
entire Bruney family was honored by the Lou Holtz Upper “Ohio Valley Hall of Fame with the Heritage Family -

Award in 2010; and Martins Ferry’s Dave Bruney FootbaHeCompIex was named in his honor. Dave Bruney

Bruney’s coaching career began in 1973 as an assistant at Buckeye North under Bill McHugh. He then served as an
assistant at Ferry three years (1974-76) under his cousin, Bob Bruney and then spent a year as a graduate assistant at
Marshall University under Frank Ellwoaod (1977).

His first head coaching stop was at neighboring Bridgeport where he guided the Bulldogs to a sparkling 9-1 season.

As an athlete, Bruney was an all-Ohio honorable mention and all-OVAC first team selection as a member of the Purple Riders’ football team.
He went on to Ohio University {(gmduating in 1973) where he was recruited by Ferry gradueate Cliff Hefflefinger and played for the Bobcats under
Coach Bill Hess.

Jay Circosta

Jay Circosta (Shadyside High Schoal, Class of 1963). When someone dedicates a half-century of their life to some-
thing, it’s truly amazing, and when you're the second all-time winningest football coach in the Ohio Valley's football
tradition-rich history, eaming Hall of Fame accolades is a given.

Circosta achieved both, coaching a total of 50 years including 47 as a head coach and amassing & superb record of
336-144-5 -- second cnly to Steubenville Big Red boss Reno Sacceccia in Ohio Valley history and ranking in the top
10 all-time in the state of Ohio

The Monrce County legend began his coaching career in 1968, serving as an assistant three years at Woodsfleld
under former Ohio State University standout Bob Butts, When butts left for Union Local, Circosta took aver to begin
1 47-year head coaching run, the first 23 seasons at Woodsfield and then, following consolidation, for 24 years at
Monroe Ceniral.

Circosta-coached teams enjoyed six undefeated regular seasons (1973, '76, 91, '93, 99 and 2002); captured 14
OVAC championships (nine at Woodsfield; five at Monroe Central) and earned 14 OHSAA pluyoff appearances (five
) B at Woodsfield; nine at Monroe Central).

A Woodsficld was crowned the 1976 Class A state champions by The Associated Press and Monroe Central won the
Jay Circosta Division V, Region 19 championship in 2001 before falling to Bedford Chanel in the state semifinals,
He coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game {our times (1974, *77, *81 & 2000} with a 2-2 record
and he coached in the BACF All-Star Game once.

Circosta also coached baseball for 14 years with nearly 150 victories.

He was previously inducted into the West Liberty University Athletic Hall of Fame (1996) und the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of
Fame. He was named the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Clab’s “Man of the Year™ in 2005 and was named Eastern District and Pioneer Valley
Conference “Coach of the Year” numerous times. The road through Memeorial Park in Woodsfield is named “Jny Circosta Boulevard” and the “Jay
Circosta Fieldhouse™ is part of the athletic facilities.

He received an A.B. in Secondary Education (P.E, Health, Speech and Driver Education) from West Liberty where he played both football and
baseball and an M.S.in Education in Guidance and Counseling from the University of Dayton.

Jim Crosier

Jim Crosier (Steubenville High School, Class of 1967). As a member of the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials
Association, Crosier spent 29 years as an official, working countless OHSAA sectional, disirict and state tournaments. |
He was also invited fo officiate the 1979 NAIA National Wrestling Championships at the Wheeling Civic Center
(now WesBanco Arena). .

In 2001, Crosier was nemed the Larry Deaton OVAC Officinl of the Year by the OVAC Wrestling Coaches
Association for his exceptions! efforts as an overseer of the mats; he was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials
Halt of Fame in 2014 and was the recipient of the prestigious “Mr. Mat™ award at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament in 2016.

Crosier, who received his master’s degree from the University of Dayton in 1978, spent 40 years as an educator,
retiring in 2011. He taught and coached at Steubenville High for two years before moving on to Union Local where
he was a teacher, wrestling coach, sthletic director and administrator during his 38 years there,

As head coach of the Jets for nine years, Crosier’s mat teams won two OVAC Class 2A titles and one Class
3A championship, He coached four OVAC champions — Mike Gregg, Kelly Wallace, Randy Simpson and Jeff
McCormick. He was named OVAC Coach of the Year three times (Class AA in 1974 and '75 und Class EAA in 1980). .

He was the founder of the Ohio Valley Junior High Championships in 1976 (now called the OVAC Junior High Jim Crosier
Championships).

As an athlete at Steubenville High, Crosier was an OVAC runner-up at 175 pounds competing under OVAC Hall
of Fame coach Bob Hedmond. He was also an all-Ohioan in football and a standout in track for Big Red.
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@ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 o
Chet Daniels

Chet Daniels (Bellaire High School, Class of 1947), He earned seven varsity Big Reds’ letters — three each in
football and basketball plus one in track.

He earned about every major football honor as a center in football his final years — a two-time All-OVAC largest
Class AA, two-time Al-Eastern Ohio, and second team All-Chio as a senior and third team All-Ohio as # junior in
the one-class Associated Press selections, He was team Most Valuable Player and team captain on the 9-1-1 record
1946 team which won the OVAC championship. He was selected on Chio’s South All-Star team.

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Oregon, where he excelled for four years — one year on
the freshman tenm and three varsity letiers as a two-way guard. The 1948 Oregon teaim went 9-1 overall and 7-0 in
Pacific Coast Conference play and accepted an invitation to play Doak Walker-led Southern Methodist University
in the 1949 Cotton Bowl. The Ducks bowed, 21-13 in the game with Daniels, an All-Pacific Coast Conference
selection, kicking the extra-point in the fourth quarter, The 1948 Oregon football team, with Daniels, was inducted
into the state of Oregon Hall of Fame in 1990,

Daniels, an honorable mention All-America selection, led the NCAA in placekicking points with 46 in 1949, N

Afler college graduation, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and, after discharge, made his home in Portland,

Oregon. Chet
He died in 2003.

Daniels

George Deiderich

George Deiderich (Toronto High School, Class of 1954). He was a nine-letter, four-year performer in fooiball,
basketball and track for the Red Knights.

A teammate of OVAC Hall of Famer Don Sutherin, they served os football team co-captains and also were start-
ing guards on a 17-2 record basketball squad, the best record at the school in 17 years.

In track, Deiderich was in a class by himself. He was the leading scorer two straight years in the one-class OVAC
Track Meet, scoring 16 points as # junior and 16 1/2 points as senior with first-place finishes in the high and low
hurdles, second in the shot put and runaning a leg on the winning shutile hurdle team. In Ohio's larpest Class A state
meet, he placed third in the 120-yard high hurdles.

After a year at Valley Forge Military Academy in Wayne, Pe., where he played football, he earned a scholarship
to Vanderbilt Universily where he starred in football and track. A three-year football letterman, he was a two-year
starter at guard on offense and defense and was a two-time first team All-Southeastern Conference selection while
becoming a rare consensus first team All-America selection in 1958, The 11-player A-A honor roll included two
Heisman Trophy winners in Pete Dawkins of Navy and Billy Cannon of LSU.

The 6-foot-1, 200-pound Deiderich also starred in track as he broke the school record with a 14.46 second clock-

George Deiderich  ing in the 120-yard high hurdles.
He was drafted by the Los Angeles Rams in the 23rd round of the NFL Draft but opted to sign with the Montreai
Alouettes of the Canadian Football League. He played in 19 games in three CFL seasons — 2 1/2 with Montreal
before finishing up with the Ottawa Roughriders. He had a 52-yard interception retumn for a touchdown in 1960, He died in 1999,

Pete Gongola

Pete Gongola (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1954}, He was an honored three-spori ironmen athlete
and the most acclaimed of the 12 Gongola brothers whe played sporis for the old Marshall County school. The
g-foot, 195-pounder led Union to five OVAC titles in there sports — two each in foothall and basketball and one
in baseball plus a state football largest class runner-up finish as a senior.

In foolbalE he was a two-way standout end and kicker who eamned first team All-OVAC Class A, first team All-
Valley “Big School” co-captain, and first team largest class All-State. He led the Ohio Valley with 9 TD catches as
a senior and, along with 13 PAT kicks and 67 points, second in OV Class A. He also was cited as a top defensive |
performer.

In basketball, he was named captain of the W.Va. All-Star team which played the Ohio All-Stars in 1954 at
Madison Gym on Wheeling Island. ‘
Baseball was his best sport, however. The all-stater opted for pro baseball, with the Cleveland Indians’ farm
system, after high school and played 13 years (1955-67) in the minor leagues, The catcher played 1,025 games
with a .265 career batting avernge, He advanced to the highest Class AAA competition with Portland in the Pacific
Coast League and with Dallas-Fort Worth in the American Association. He retired in the California Angels’ system.,

He is deceased.

Congratulations to all
of this year’s Hall of Fame
inductees and ‘Legends’!!
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019
Bob DiStefano

I T e P b

Bob DiStefario (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1964), A four-sport performer, this Purple Rider is best
known for three starting years in football plus baseball and track as well as four years of basketball,

He was the starting quarterback as a junior and senior after starting at halfback on a 10-0 record, state-ranked and
OVAC Ciass AAA champion team as a sophomore. It was Ferry’s third straight unbeaten season.

As a senior, the Riders went 9-0-1 to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and were ranked No. 5 in the Ohio largest
Class AA Poll. The team co-caplain, who was also & standout defensive back, earned first team earned All-Ohio
from both The Associated Press and United Press International at quarterback as well as All-OVAC Class 3A and
All-Eastern Ohio honors. He was selected Ohio Class AA “Back Dﬁ the Year” and also gnined national attention as
a Scholastic Coach All-America selection. In the opening game of the season, Ferry defeated Canton McKinley,
20-8, and the only blemish on the record was a 14-14 tie at New Philadelphia.

The 6-foot, 180-pounder, who earned first team All-Valley “Big School” as a senior, passed for 1,240 yards and
rushed for 500 gards while scoring 66 points. He also landed four passes for 41 yards.

Ferry went 7-3-1 in his junior season as he earned second team All-Valiey “Big School” and first team All-Eastern 28 _ R
Ohio. i
In basketball, DiStefano played guard and was the team’s second leading scorer, Bob DiStefano

He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University where he was the starting quarterback on the freshman teamn
in an ers of three-year varsity teams. He is decensed.

Leon Jenkins

Leon Jenkins (Weir High School, Class of 1968). A three-sport Red Rider letterman in footbal, baseball and
basketball, he led football teams to B-2 and 7-3 records his last two years at quarterback.

As a senior, Jenkins recorded nearly 1,500 all-purpose yards in 10 games, rushing 109 times for 825 yards and
15 TDs; scoring 103 points; and completing 27 of 65 passes for 525 yards and four TDs. He also played defensive
back and returned kicks. In & season opening 26-19 win over Follansbee, he tied a school record with four TDs,
including runs of 86 and 75 yards,while rushing for 225 yards. H rushed for 154 yards in o loss to Steubenville,
then ranked No. 1 in Ohio, and he had a 94-yard quarterback snesk TD in a 4-28 win at Moundsville.

Career-wise, he scored 182 points (28 TDs), which was then No. 2 in the Weir record books. He also rushed for
1,436 yards, possibly the Ohio Valley record for a quarierback at the time,

As g senior, he eamed first team Ali-Valley “Big School”, All-OVAC Class AAA, All-Mountaineer League and
third team All-State.

Jenkins was a standout baseball outfielder and was & first team, 20-player all-class All-Valley choice in the first
selections by The Intelligencer. He batted over .300 and was cited s u top defensive player.

— The 5-foot-11, 165-pounder eamned a football scholarship to West Virginia University where he was four-year
Leon Jenkins starter at cornerback - three on the varsity team. He was the only sophomore on a 10-1 record 1969 team which
won the Peach Bowl, 14-3, vs. South Carolina. He started on three varsity teams with a combined 25-8 record and

was a leam co-caplain as o senior,

Coreer-wise, Jenkins intercepted 10 passes with one TD. He also was a regular punt returner for three seasons with two TD returns.

He was drafted in the 16th round by the Detroit Lions and played four games in 1972. He also played one season {1975) for the Shreveport (La.)
Steamers in the World Football League. In 12 games, he had six pass interceptions and returned punts and kickolTs.

Jeff Patterson

Jeff Patterson (Brooke High School, Class of 1979). Patterson was one of the finest performers ever in the tradi-
tion-rich Brooke football history, staering as as o big-play wide receiver for legendary coach Paul “Bud” Billiard.

Patterson’s exploits helped to lead the Bruins to their first playoff berth in %978. He landed 22 passes for 501 §
yards and eight TDs that fall. He carned second-team all-stale honors to go with first-team recognition on the all- §
QVAC, all-Valley (serving as co-captain) and all-Mountzineer squads.

Moreover, the glue-fingered wideout was chosen to play in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. §
He was also awarded the Clark Hinkle Scholarship, ‘

Patterson also enjoyed a banner junior grid campaign. He caught 36 passes for 686 yards for eight TDs while also |
returning a punt for a six-pointer. The versatile performer was accorded first-team all-state honors for his efToris
that fall. He was also named to the first team of the all-OVAC, all-Valley and nll-Mountaineer League squads. ;

Patierson was also a two-year letterman in basketball for the Bruins. He helped Brooke to a 15-win campaign L
and a sectional crown his senior year.

The talented guard avemﬁded 142 Epg that winter, earning him third-team all-Valley laurels. He was also chosen ;
to play in the OVAC Sam Mumley Basketball Classic.

Foolball earned Patierson a scholarship 1o Youngsiown State, but he was just as excellent in track and field as JefT Patterson
sprinter.

He placed seventh in the West Virginia state meet as a senior in the 200 meters. He was fifth in the same event
in the OVAC meet while taking fourth in the 100-meters.

Patterson enjoyed a banner junior year as a thinclad. He was fourth in the OVAC 200 meters while taking sixth in the 100. He was regional champ
in the 200 while wking third in the 100. As fate would have it, however, he was injured and unable to take part in the state meet.

Patterson and the Penguins were a productive football fit. He started three seasons at Youngstown State, gaining second team All-Chio Valley
Conference honors as a senior. He finished his Penguin career with 73 catches for 1,300 yards and seven TDs. At the time of his graduation, he
ranked second in all-time consecutive games with a reception (27) and 17th in career receiving yards.

His college production spawned a professional grid career in the Canadian Football League. He played four seasons with Montreal and was named
the Alouettes’ Rookie of the Year in 1983. Patterson had 76 career catches with Montreal for 980 yards and seven TDs,

Patterson ended his pro career with Saskatchewan, leading the Eastern Conference in punt return average.
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019

Ron Sismondo

Ron Sismondo (Mingo High School, Class of 1978). Sismondo was one of the finest hurlers ever to grace the
mound in Ohio Valley history. In addition, he was aiso a sparkling quarterback for the Indians, Sismondo’s pitchin
prowess was so superb (hat he earned a scholarship to the University of Arizona, where he became the only OVA
product to play for an NCAA Baseball World Series champion when the Wildcats turned the trick in 1980,

The erafty southpaw was a two-time All-Valley and All-OVAC baseball honoree.

Sismondo authored a 7-2 mound mark as a senior for an 11-9 Mingo squad, with one of his two blemishes being
a 1-0 loss to Jewett-Scio. He yielded only two hits in that districi championship setback.

Sismondo struck out 93 batters in just 53 innings of work that spring while compiling a miniscule 0.38 ERA.

He was also dominant during his junior campaign, leading the Ohio Valley in strikeouts that spring, fanning
94 batters in 50 innings to go with a 1.01 ERA. He had a 3-2 mark for the 8-8 Indians.

He was also lethal with the bat, finishing third in the Ohio Valley via his .500 batting average (29-0f-58}. He had
six doubles, one triple and one home run.

While he dominated on the diamond, Sismondo also excelled on the gridiron. :

He earned All-Valley and All-OVAC honors for his sparkling play al quasterback. He was the top small-school .
passer in the Chio Valley as a senior, completing 65-0f-142 passes for 870 yards and seven TDs, Ron Sismendo

At the University of Arizona, Sismondo was a record-setting, four-year letterrnan (1979-82) and starting pitcher.

The star of that team was outfielder Terry Francona, who was named World Series MVP and first team All-America. Sismondo crufied a sparkling
33-17 career record with nine saves to go with 46 starts while pitching 361 innings in 88 games. He set Arizona freshman year records of 11 wins,
121 innings pitched, 18 starts and seven complele games.

Sismondo was drafted twice — by the Milwaukee Brewers in the 11th round in 1981 and by the Seattle Mariners in the 13th round in 1982, He
signed with Mariners afier senior season and played two years in Class A at Wausau, Wis. in Midwest League before retuming to the Ohio Valley
and becoming o high school administrator,

Shelly Carroll

Shelly Carroll (Martins Ferry High Schooi, Class of 1988). Carroll was nothing short of o scoring machine
during her Purple Rider days.

The 5-11 forward averaged 29.8 points and 10.6 rebounds a game in her senior season for Coach Larry Duck,
Those lofty numbers earned her UPI Division 1 Ghio Player o%the Year honors.

Carroll finished her sparkling prep career with 1,626 points, establishing a new school record for boys or girls.
She was a second-ieam all-Chio choice as a junior while being tabbed honorable mention in her sophomore
season.

Carroll played in the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association North-South All-Star Game and also
competed in the Tnternational Cage Tournament in Budapest, Hungary in 1987,

The multi-talented athlete also was a standout volleyball performer for Ferry. She was selected 1o the all-OVAC
team after her senjor season.

" Her prodigious scoring earned her a basketball scholarship to the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, where
% [% . | she because a four-year starter. She helped the Lady Mocs to three Southern Conference championships,

Carroll finished her career at Chattanooga with 1,013 points while also ranking first in school history via her
Shelly Carroll 51.4 field goal percentage. She also ranks in the top 10 in UTC anoals in games played (115}, rebounds (560), field
goals made (450) and free throw percentage (74.1). She was named first-team Ali-Southern Conference in 1992,
She was twice honared with the Qutstanding Achievement Award by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club (1989) and (1993).

Mike Gulan

Mike Gulan (Steubenville Catholic High School,Class of 1989). Gulan was o three-sport star at Catholic Central,
but baseball proved to be his future calling card.

He was first-team All-Valley, All-OVAC Class AAA and All-Eastern District his senior season in baseball, a
campaign in which he batted .452 with five home runs, seven doubles, 25 hits, 15 RBI and i8 stolen bases in 19
atlerpts. The talented third baseman was named second team All-Valley as a junior,

In football, he was a second-team All-Valley honoree as a senior and earned honorable mention AI-OVAC Class
AAA in basketball,

His sparkling prep dismond career earned him a scholarship to Kent State University, where he excelled for three [as
seasons before being selected in the second round of the Major League Draft (53rd overall pick) by the St. Louis
Cardinals,

Gulan was named Mid-American Conference Player of the Year and second team Ajfl- America. He was first-team
All-MAC as a junior and second team as a sophomore.

As & Golden Flash junior, Gulan led the MAC in hitting (.430), home runs (17), RBI (68) and triples (6). As a
sophomore, he batted 311 with 11 homers. He batted .336 as a freshman, - -

Gulan was one of 90 players in the nation invited to the U.S. Olympic team tryouts in 1992, He was inducted Mike Gulan
into the Kent State Hall of Fame in 1999,

Gulan enjoyed a 13-year career (two in majors, part of 12 in the minors and one in Japan) from 1992-2004, He was a member of the Cardinals’
major league club in 1997 and the Florida Marlins in 2001 and alse signed with the Pirates in 2002 and White Sox in 2003.

e was also was a Steubenville American Legion Post 33 baseball standout,




@ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 @
Jamie Adams

R e i e AR

Jamie Adams (The Linsly School, Class of 1994). This fomérMCadets was instrumental, not only at Linsly, but §
throughout the Ohio Valley, in putting soccer on the map.

A four-year regular for the Cadets, Adams etched his name into lore at both at the prep and collegiate level,

When you consider that Adams led the state of West Virginin in scoring three times in his career, it's not hard to
see why he gained such a laundry list of accolades. After scoring just seven goals as a freshman, Adams exploded
onto the scene in 1991 by scoring 37 times. He went for 46 as a junior and 50 goals as a senior.

His 140 career goals is still a record at Linsly.

Adams was the first West Virginia athlete and OVAC player to garner Parade All-American honors in soccer.
He was named All-American by National Soccer Coaches Association and was an ESPN/ McDonald’s Scholastic
Player of the Week in 1992,

Locally, Adams was named first-team all-OVAC three times, conference player of the year twice, first-team all-
Valley three times and captained the squad twice. He was named first-team all-IPSL three times and [PSL Player §
of the Year as a senior. ;

After sifting through more than 30 offers, Adams elected to continue his career at Princeton University, He was E —

a four-year starter with the Tigers and served as a team captain in 1997. He was also named to the all-Ivy League Jamie Adams
team that season.

Adams was also heavily involved with the United States Olympic Development Program. He was a member of
the Region I team which played in Europe. He was also selecied for the Region | pooi five times and was a part of six state ODP teams.

On top of his prep and collegiate explaits, Adams shined at the club level, too, He & part of teams that won six Snicker’s Cup state championships
and was in the regional final four times. Adams was inducted to the West Virginia High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2012.

Scott Coyne

Scott Cayne (Bellaire High School, Class of 1994). This former Big Reds’ point guard was a wizard with the
ball in his hands for OVAC Hall of Fame coach Gene Ammirante during his prep career.

While it was in basketball where Coyne achieved some of his greatest moments, his success wasn’t limited
there. He was a three-sport standout for the Big Reds, shining in track and football as well.

Coyne finished his prep career with 1,051 points, including a 19.1 points per game average as a senior. He did
more than score the ball. He stuffed the stat sheel to a tune of nine assists and seven rebounds a game as he led
the Big Reds to their first undefeated regular season and an eventual 21-1 record.

During his junior season, Coyne averaged 20.4 points a pame. He netted his career high of 43 points that season
against St. Clairsville. The Big Reds finished 17-4 and won the OVAC that season.

Coyne ranks in the top 10 in numerous Bellaire categories, including 3-point shooting (44 percent), free-throw
petcentage (77 percent), steals {141) and his points are the 15th best.

Coyne earned all-evervthing as a senior. He was all-Eastern District, District 12, OVAC and all-Valley and was
named to the McDonald’s All-American and Street and Smith’s All-American honomble mention lists, He was
also named one of the top 25 players in Ohio by USA Today and played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game,

Scott Coyne As a wide receiver, Coyne was the go-to guy for the Big Reds during his three-year career. He finished with
1,764 yards, Included was 2 1993 campaign in which he caught 61 passes for 867 yards, which ranks seventh in
BHS history. Coyne was named to the all-Ohio first team, He was also named all-OVAC and all-Eastern District.

On the track, Coyne qualified for the state track and field championship meet twice in the 300 intermediate hurdles. He was a multiple-time OVAC
placer in that event as well as running key legs on relay teams for the Big Reds.

He died tragically in a plane crash in 2002 at just 26 years old. At the time of his death, he was one of the area’s rising basketball officials.

Cayne was inducied to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2015, The Scott Coyne Memorial Scholarship exists at
Bellaire High School to honor his legacy.

.

Iyler Engle

Tyler Engle (Fori Frye High School, Class of 2007). It didn't matter the season for this former Cadet multi-sport
standout because he shined brightly. The winner of 11 varsity letters Engle really stood out on the basketball court
and baseball field where he earned eight of those monograms.

1t was baseball where Engle earned ﬁis opportunity to compete collegiately at The Ohio State University, Playing
for the late Sonny Bidwell, Engle hit .502 for his career with 12 home runs and 117 RBIs in {ending the program
to a 74-25 record,

As a senior, Engle baited o robust .515 with four homers and 34 RBIs en route to earning all-Ohio first team
honors and was chosen for the OVAC, Eastern District and Mizuno All-Star Games. He was named first-team all-
Eastern District four times and was the player of the year as a senior. Twice, Engle was named first-team all-OVAC
and was the Class 2A Player of the Year as a senior. He eamed all-PVC four times.

On the basketball court, Engle left a lasting mark as he helped Coach Dan Liedtke’s program to 63 victories by
scoring 1,760 career points, He grabbed 400 rebounds, passed out 240 nssists and had 130 steals during his career.
He also drained 329, 3-point goals, which is the Ohio state record. }

During his senior season, Engle averaged 19.8 poinis en route to firsi-team ail-Ohio, all-Eastern District, all- - ‘
OVAC. ail-Pioneer Valley Conference and all-District 12, He also took part in the Ohio North-South and OVAC Tyler Engle
All-Star Games. That followed up a junior campaign in which he was named third-team all-Chio. He was actually
listed on the all-state team each year of his career.

Engle nlso lettered three times in football, but elected not to play his senior season.

Afler high school, Engle elected to become a Buckeye. He letiered four times as a shortstop. He played in 193 career games and batted 256, He
had four home runs, 82 RBIs and had 155 hits. When he finished his career, he ranked second in OSU histori\]r with 189 starts.

With his playing days behind him, Engle entered coaching. He coached at Ohio Valley University, where he finished his Master’s Degree, Elon
University and Marietta College. He's currently the baseball coach at Meadowbrook High School.
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@ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019
Liz Repella &

Liz Repella (Sieubenville High School, Class of 2007). Whether it was at Big Red or West Virginia University,
this standout basketball player simply scored the ball.

The multi-talented combo guard earned all-Ohio honors four times during her prep career. She was named first-
team as both a junior and senior. Repella was named the state’s player of the year, averaging 26.9 points a game
as 0 senior

She was named to the third team as a freshman and second team as a sophomore,

She is the all-time leading scorer in Steubenville history — regardless of gender — with 2,065 points.

Along with her state accolades, she was named all-OVAC four times and first-team all-Eastern District four times,
gamering player of the year as a junior and senior,

Repella, who was also a multi-year letter winner in soccer, was ranked the 63rd best player in her class as a senior,
which garnered severnl Division 1 offers. She eventually seitled on becoming a Mountaineer.

At WV, Repella lettered four years and scored 1,612 points, grabbed 712 rebounds. She alse collected 267
steals, passed out 162 assists and blocked 76 shots.

She was named first-team all-Big East as a junior and senior and was just the second WVU female to garner first- - L
team honers in back-io-back seasons. Liz Repella

Repella was an honorable mention ail-American after her senior season in which she helped lead West Virginia
to 8 24-10 record and a second-round NCAA Tourney appearance. During her final season in Morgantown, Repella
led the team in 12 statistical categories.

All told, she played in 134 games, which is the most in WV U history, and she was part of 96 victories. Her college point total was seventh best
in WVU history at the time 0% her graduation.

Away from athletics, Repella was a standout student. She graduated with & degree in exercise physiology and a GPA of 3.96. She was a repre-
sentative on the WV U Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. She also received the Big East Scholar Athlete Sports Excellence Award and was an
Academic All-American.

u OVAC honors Tom Rataiczak
@ for 20 years as Executive Director

The Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference
Executive Board
recognized Thomas

E. Rataiczak for 20
years of service as

the OVAC Executive
Director by naming the
OVAC Hall of Fame
and Sports Museum in
his honor.

He has done more to
promote and grow the
nation’s largest high
school conference than
anyone will ever know.

“Thank you, ‘Rat™!”.




@ LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2019 @

Guido Stan Hank Steve
Bartrug DeVecchis Goletz Morus Swisher

Legends of OVAC member schools lionors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before
L heir school became a member.of the conference,

Ed Bartrug (Magnolia High School, Class of 1927). He was a two-sport {football and basketbali) and college standout. Bartrug earned all-class All-Sinte and All-
Valley honors ns a Blue Eagle senlor for an unbeaten team which played unbeaten Williamson in an all-class “unofficial™ state title game in Huntington. Williamson won,
14-13 on the field but ineligible piayers were discovered later and the result nullified. The 9-0 record regular season team outscored nine foes 356-20 including seven shutouts,
He scored a school record nine touchdowns in one game and retumned a pass interception a record 98 yands against Warwood 8s a junior, As a senior, he was team captain for
both football and baskethall,

Bartrug was a five-letier winner in football {3) and basketball (2) at West Virginia U. and also competed in baseball and track. A two-way back in foothall, he is regarded as
one of the best puniers in school history. He had an 80-yard punt vs. Oregon State in 1927 and a 75-yard punt the following year. In 1928, he starred for the 8-2 record team
which beat riVBFPiu for the first time in four years, 9-6. He Ianded a 47-yard pass to set up WYU’s only TD in the win. He was selected to the 1930-39 era Ali-Time Team.

After college, he was head football coach for 23 years at three southern W.Va. high schools — Mount Hope, St. Albans and Charleston — with a coaching record of 129-
50-7. He also coached the South to a 28-13 win in 1947 in the annual North-South Game. After retirement from the education field in 1973, he became a high school track
and football official, He was one of §0 charter Magnolia Life Achievement honorees for student-athietes and is inducted into both the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and WVU
Sports Hall of Fame. He died in 1996.

Guido DeVecchis (Weir High School, Class of 1942). The 5-foat-8 sparkplug was one of the most celebrated Red Rider football-basketball athletes m the pre-OVAC
ern. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Carl Hamill, he camed all-class All-State in both sports as a junior and senior as well as All-Valley in football, the only
All-OV spart honors ai the time.

In basketball, he set a school career point record of 1,169 points in four seasons during a low-scoring ern. The mark lasted 22 years before broken by OVAC chaner Hall of
Famer Ron {Fritz) Williams. He gveraged 19 points a game 8s a senior when he was named to the eight-player, afl-class All-State teamn s the Red Riders finished W. Va, Class
A runner-up to Fairmont Senior (38-37). He was o repeat all<oumnament selection. As a junior, the guard was picked on the second all-class All-State unit as the Red Riders
(21-4) won the regional title before beating Woodrow Wilson in the state Class A tourney and bowing to Huntington Enst.

In football, the auming back was a second unit, all-class All-State honoree 85 a senior when he scored o Rider-best 17 TDs for 8 9-1 record team which lost only to Massillon
(Ohio), 6-0, In a 32-0 blanking of Clairton, Pa., he retumed a punt 95 yards to score. He played on three Rider teams (1939-41) with recerds of 9-1, 7-2 and 5-2 competing
agatnst o top-light tri-state schedule, He opted to play football ot West Virginia U. and lettered on the 1946 Mountaineer tenm. He died in 1996.

Stan Goletz (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1936). The 6-foot-3, 200-pound Bulldog was a two-sport standowt who led his team inlo state tournaments in both bas-
ketball and baseball. Nicknamed “Stash™ and *“Lefty”, the southpaw was a four-year regular first baseman-pitcher in baseball and the top plaver on the 27-4 record basketball
team which advanced to Ohlo's largest class tournament semifinals before bowing to eventual champlon Newark afier defeating Cleveland Holy Name and Bowling Green
for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker.

Afler going 18-3 in regular season play in the old Ohio Valley Athletic Association — the predecessor to the OVAC — the Bulldogs went 9-1 in post-season play to advance
the farlhest in school history at the time. He was team captain and earned All-State Tournament hanors as o guard. Post-season vietims included Steubenville, East Liverpool,
Shadyside, Toronto and Carrollton. Goletz also starred 8s a junior on & 20-5 record team.

In baseball, ns a senior, he pliched two no-hit, no-nn games in one week during the Eastern Ohio regional teurnament {o advence to the state largest Class A event, The
Bulldegs then defeated Toledo Liblry, 5-4, in the first round before bowing, 5-4, to Columbus Aguinas in the semifinals,

Afier high schoo), he enrolled nt Chio State and played four sensons of basehall while being scout by several pro teams in the pre-draft era. While in college, he played pro
baseball as a pitcher during the suimimers. In 1938, he went F2-5 with Springfield, Til., and played for Cedar Rapids, Towa, in 1939. After college, in 1940, he played for three
pro teams — Charleston, W.Va,, Pine Bluff, Ark., and Oklahoma City, Okla. Playing nutﬁehﬁ itcher for Oklahoma City in 1941, he hit .300 m 59 games and was 15-10 as
@ pitcher before being called up by the Chicage White Sax. He played in five games os a pinch-hitter and had three hits in five at bats in the majors. A year later; he enlisted
in the U.S, Army and L}Wﬂ release in 1945, he returned to minot league baseball s a pitcher, first basemnan, outfielder and manager until the mid-1950s. He died in 1997

Charles ‘fl‘;mk’ orus (McKeespon, Pa. High Schoof, Class of 1939). He made his boys basketball coaching mark st old Newport High (1955-68) before the school
became part of the current Frontier (1968-81) High in New Matamoras. His first coaching job was in August, Mo. from 1950-55. Overnll, his 31-year coaching record was
409-247 with 11 league tilles, seven sectional championships and a district crown in 1969. After Frontier joined the OVAC, he guided the Cougrars to Class AA titles in 1979
and 1981, He won teague Coach of the Year honors six times; won District 12 honors in 1974 plus Eastern District Coach of the Year in 1969 and 1981, the year he coached
in the OVAC All-Star game. In 1994, he eamed the Ear] Haberfield OVAC Basketball Coaches Award.

Besides coaching boys basketball, he served as Athletic Director at Newport from 1960-67 nnd at Frontier from 1968-81. In his first coaching job — girls basketball — his
Missouri teams went 73-29. At Newport, he also coached the baseball team for 12 seasons with a 97-57 mark and four league, three sectional and one district title. The 1964
team advanced to the regional finals.

He graduated from Salem {W.Va.} Coliege where he was captain and co-captain of the basketball and baseball teams and selected os the Outstanding Senior Athlete.

In 1995, he was inducted inio the Mid-Ohio Valley Athletic Hall of Fame and the Frontier High School Gymnastum was named the Hank Morus Gymnasium and an annual
Hank Morus Athletic Scholarship was started for senior male and female student-athletes. He also is inducted in the Ohio High School Baskethall Coaches Hall of Fame and
the District 12 charter Baskeiball Coaches Hall, He died in 1998,

Steve Swisher (Parkersbarg South High School, Class of 1969). South’s first honoree was a three-sport Patriot all-stater during the first two years of the school who
went on to an honored college baseball career before playing nine seasons in the major leagues. He was a sophomore starter ot football end for Parkersburg High before South
opened its doors and he became the school’s first major mulfi-sport athlete. He also was a shonistop for a state championship Parkersburg Post 15 American Legion team.

In two years at South, he was an all-ciass, all-state baseball shortstop, a second team atl-stoter as a basketball forward; and an afl-state mention as o football end. In two sea-
sons of basketball, he scored 1,077 points and converted all 20 free throws in one game with o high point output of 33 points. Baseball was his future, however, as he necepted
1 scholarship to Ohie University, which advanced to the College World Series in his freshman season. That team featured Baseball Hall of Famer Mike Schmidt. Bobeat coach
Bob Wren converted Swishet to catcher and he became o three-time All-Mid American Conference honoree and an All-America selection as a senior.

He became the Bobeats' first Major League drafi pick in the first round — and the first from West Virginia — as the 21st overall choice by the Chicago White Sox in 1973,
Traded to the crosstown Chicago Cubs, he competed for the National League team from 1974-77 before playing with the St. Louis Cardinals from 1978-80 and the San Diego
Padres from 1981-82, He was the Cubs' representative in the 1976 All-Star Garme. After his playing days, he became a minor league manager from 1985-93 and 1997 plus
2005 and major league coach, He won three minor league championships in the Cleveland Indians and New York Mets' organizations and was the Mets bullpen coach bEum
1994-96, He was a charter induciee into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sporis Hall of Fame in 1998.
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The OVAC
Hall of Fame Commlttee
congratulates

Dave Schafer

as the Denny Magruder
Distinguished Service Award
recipient for 2019

Dave Schafer is ene of the behind the scenes heroes of the Ohie Valley Athletic Conference, and for what he means (o the cenference, Schafer has been selected as the 2019 reclpient of
the OVAC Drenny Mapruder Dlslmﬁluuhed Service Award by the OVAC Hall of Fame Selection Committee.

Schafer was 1 charier mamber of the OVAC Boosters, helping to raise money to benefii scholarships and OVAC programs. Through the connections he hed developed over the years,
his SUPpart Was immeasurable to the Cnnferencc

He’s also become ke “weather gum” of the QVAC,

Schafer is a 1974 grduate of Union Local High School who received an Associate Degree in Englneering et Belmont Technical School, He worked four years for Tri-State Asphalt

and 15 years for RY&F Coal beforcjomlmz: the Ohio Department of Transportation in 1993 waorking out of Harrison Coumty. He

transferred 1o Belmont County ODOT in 1995 and became the Transportation Adminisirator in 1997, a pesition he still holds

I-cl’ga\{as an integral part of the Union Locat Athletic Boosters, helping athletes in alf sports, until it disbanded.
Past winners of the award: Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011),
Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling (2012), Judge Frank Fregiato (2013),
WesBanco Maintenance Staff (2014), Ohio University Eastern (20153},
Oglebay Parlv/Wheeling Park Commission (2016);
Mickey Duffy (2017); Ron Miller (2018)

Hall of Fame Committe is seeking
nominations for future consideration
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC ‘Family’,
OVAC “Contributor’, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes)

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906.
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested.

The 17th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled
on Saturday, August 15, 2020 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va.
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Mike, Susan, Major, Mattie, Susie, Jay, Jayke, Jayne, Matt

"TO THE BEACH"

Matt, Mattie, Jayke, Jayne, Jay, Susie, Susan, Major, Mike
Love; your family
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The St. Clairsville
Athletic Department
congratulates

Al Glitch
for his induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2019
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CONGRATULATIONS
2019 OVAC HALL OF FAME
GEORGE DEIDERICH
TORONTOQ HIGH SCHOOL 1954
Parents:
Nathaniel/Constance Deidenich
Siblings: Family: .
“47T HOWARD/Rosamond GEORGI*;/Shella
“49"  GERALDINE/Stef Cindy/Brian .
459  ARTHUR/Jo-Ann Zoe & Kaycie
“53" BARBARA/Eddie Jason
“54" GEORGE/Sheila Michael
456"  HARRY/Donna Matthew
“63" FRED
“64"  ANDREW/Char
“69” CONNIE/Bob
OVAC
Football - All Valley 1953 -
Track - All Valley 1952, 1953, 1954
Toronto Hall of Fame 1965
Vanderbilt AP All American 1958 Valley Forge Hall of Fame

Congratulations
to all of tonight’s
honorees from the
OVAC Hall of Fame
Selection Committee.

Congratulations
Jetf Patterson
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Congratulations
Dave Schater

BRAIDO MEMORIALS

Monuments €8 Mausoleums

Joel Braido

40801 Bethesda-Belmont Road
P.O. Box 363, Bethesda, OH 43719

Phone {740) 350-2597 » Fax (740) 484-0160

OOOOOOOOOCOBOOOOOPOOIOIOIOIGOOOR
Dan Doyle and Dave Schafer

We congratulate you
on your contributions
to the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference
and to the sport
of wrestling in particular.

Ron and Mary Lou Mauck
OO OLOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
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ulek & Dut

Real Estate

| Hall of Fame
| Magruder Service
Award Honoree

740-425-9040 740-699-0909
745 East Main Street 50966 National Road East
Barnesville St. Clairville
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Congratulations
Chet Daniels Scott Coyne

on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Big Reds
Touchdown Club

Greg Gilli — President
Normm Papola — Vice-President
Fred Hocker — Secretary
Jim LaRoche — Treasurer

Trustees
Bob Koteles
Bob Kovalyk
Jim Teasdale
Dan Ramsey
Frank Hibbits

We support the Big Reds in all sports!
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Honoring and remembering
‘Legendary’ Newport and Frontier
Boys Basketball Coach

Hank Morus

He did 1t his way and it led to great success.

Penny Cline Nichols, Frontier HS Class of 1988
Holly Cline Amos, Frontier HS Class of 1992
Darrell R. Cline
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Congratulations Vil
Tyler Engle TEEE

OVAC
Hall of Fame
2019

We are so proud of you
for all you have accomplished!
The joy you have brought to our family
over the years is immeasurable!

Love you forever,
Mom, Dad, Trey & Tate
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Papa Dave Schafer
On receiving the
OVAG Dennis Magruder

Disting

1Shed Service Awa

s ]

gol!

Youmay do a 1ot for the OVAG,
but it 1S nothing in comparison to

what you do as a Papal

We love you so much!
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Congratulations

Guido DeVecchis

Weir High School 1942
Basketball/Football
West Virginia University 1946 Football

OVAC ‘Legend’ Selection 2019

John DeVecchis Gianna DeVecchis
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OVAC HALL OF FAME
MAGRUDER SERVICE AWARD HONOREE 2019

DAVE SCHAFER

Congratulations Dave!
‘Bob Gentile, Anita Rice, Tom Gentile,
& Rita Dutton
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Congratulations

Dr. Daniel Doyle

Class of 2019
OVAC Hall Of Fame.

We Love you and are proud to call
you “Husband”, “Dad” & Pappy”.
“Trust in the Lord with all your

heart; And lean not on your own
understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Him, And He shall

direct your paths.” - Proverbs 3: 5-6 (NKJV)
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Stenbdenvilie Post 11 State
Champions 1978 and 1979

Ronald
Sismondo

Throughout the years you have
influenced, changed, and
impacted so many lives. You are
an incredible athlete, teammate,
coach, teacher, father, and
husband. Congratulations on
your induction into the OVAC
Valley Athletic Conference Hall
of Fame.

Love, Tammy, Ronnie, Tiffany,
Hilliary, Jeff, and Cristian

Mingo High School Mingo High School

University of Arizona- 4 Year Wausau Timbers, Seattle
Mariners Organization

Letterman

Alaska Goldpannery, 1980 Natlonat Baseball
Congress Amateur World Series Champlons
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Honoring

Dave Schafer

OVAC 2019 OVAC Magruder
Distinguished Service Award recipient

Congratulations!

From Hazen Masonic Lodge #251
Free and Accepted Masons
; Bethesda, Ohio
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In memory of

Scott Coyne

Bellaire High School, Class of 1994

This award is one Scott

would truly have been proud to receive.

On behalf of Scott, his family thanks

the OVAC Committee for his induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2019
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OVAC
- MAGRUDER SERVICE
~ AWARD WINNER
| 2019

' DAVE SCHAF ER

| Freh od & Local Favoritey Cookedstor Ordert
- Cangratulatmns from your friends

at The Pike 40!!

41910 National Road, Belmont, 0H43718




" Parkersburg South would like
to congratulate Mr. Steve Swisher
on his selection as an OVAC “Legend”

Steve Swisher is the most highly-
decorated and recognizable name to
have graduated from Parkersburg
South.

Steve is being recognized for his
dedication and hard work that pro-
pelled him to a successful MLB
career. We are honored and proud to
have Mr. Swisher recetve this honor
as a former student-athlete from
Parkersburg South High School.

We would like to thank you, Steve,
and say South is proud of the many
accomplishments and dreams that
you have fulfilled.

You are a great reminder to our stu-
dent-athletes that success is not about
where you are from, but how you are
willing to sacrifice and work to make
your dreams a reality.
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ongratulations

2019 OVAC
Hall of Fame
Inductees

Stan Goletz Al Glitch
BHS Class of 1936 BHS Class of 1969

From
The Bridgeport Exempted
Village School District
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Congratulations

Dave Schafer

Magruder Distinguished
Service Award 2019

Capstone Holding Company
Bannock, Ohio
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Well done, David Schafer
You have made us all so proud
The 2019 OVAC Magruder
Distinguished Service Award Recipient
To the world, you are a Dad,

To your family, you are the world.
This recognition is surely deserved.
Congratulations!

Love, Your Family
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The Bellaire Alumni Association congratulates
our 2019 Hall of Fame Inductees

Scott Coyne, Class of ‘94
Chet Daniels, Class of ‘47

PRIDE, SPIRIT, TRADITION

Visit us online at www.bellairebigredsalumni.com

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
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COACH JAY CIRCOSTA

ON -
50 YEARS OF COACHING N
WOODSFIELD "REDSKINS" FOOTBALL MONROE CENTRAL "SEMINOLES®

6 UNDEFEATED SEASONS

14 OVAC CHAMPIONSHIPS

22 PVC CHAMPIONSHIPS

14 PLAY OFF APPEARANCES
1976 AP STATE CHAMPS
2001 DIV. 5 REGIONAL CHAMPS
1974
1977  HEAD COACH OVAG ALL STAR GAME
1981
2000
1996 WEST LIBERTY HALL OF FAME
2006 OHSFCA HALL OF FAME

2005  DAPPER DAN “MAN OF THE YEAR”
1974 OVAC COACH OF THE YEAR
10 YRS. PVC COACH OF THE YEAR
EASTERN DISTRICT COACH OF THE YEAR

MONROE CENTRAL SIDELINERS
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Congratulaz‘ions
on your
OVAC honor

5646 Ferry Landing Road

Shadyside, OH 43947
(740) 676-7464 (740) 676-4410 (fax)
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Honoring

Hank Morus

2019 OVAC ‘Legend’

Proud day to be a Cougar!
Thanks for all you did, Coach!

Frontier
Athletic
Boosters
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/ Pete Gongola

nion High School Class of 1954
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 2019

rom The Gongola Family
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The Ohio Valley Wrestling
Coaches Association

Jim Crosier Dan Doyle

salutes and thanks you
for you contribution
to the sport of wrestling
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
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The Union Local Boosters
congratulate

Dave Schafer

2019 Denny Magruder
Distinguished Service Award




Conghats to
Steubenville Centnal's




| Congtq(zglations

R - o

».

Dave Schafer

Recipient of the 2019
Denny Magruder Service Award




Bellaire Local Schools
and the Bellaire High School
Athletic Department
congratulate our 2019
OVAC Hall of Fame inductees

(¥

Chet Daniels Scott Coyne

We are proud of their accomplishments
and thank them for their contributions
to the Pride and Tradition
of Bellaire High School Athletics
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The Ohio Valley Wrestling
Officials Association

Congratulates

Jim Crosier
on his induction

into the OVAC

Hall of Fame
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ongratulations

Al Glitch

'AC Hall of Fame

Class of 2019
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Congra;ulations
0

Dave Schafer

The 2019 OVAC Magruder
Distinguished Service Recipient

From your friends at:
Dutton Land & Cattle Company
42620 Dutton Drive
Flushing, OH 43977
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J COACH JAY CIRCOSTA

OVAC HALL OF FAME
WEST LIBERTY HALL OF FAME
OHSFCA HALL OF FAME

O Y0URBROTERS AN THER AL

JIM AND BARBARA BOB AND CHELSEA
STEPHANIE AND ANGELD  \oniar1 ANGELA. CHRIS
CRAIG AND JANMARIE ’ '

We AAre Proud of You
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THE OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
SALUTES OUR 2019 HALL OF FAME HONOREES

OVAC FAMILY
DR. DAN DOYLE
Wrestling Commissioner
OVAC Ron Mauck WrestlingTournament Director

CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTOR
AL GLITCH

“The Voice” of the OVAC Basketball Championships

and the All-Star Basketball Game

DENNIS MAGRUDER DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD
DAVE SCHAFER

OVAC Booster and Weather Consultant

We can do what we do because you did
(and continue to do) what you do.

Thank you and Congratulations.




WEST LIBERTY
UNIVERSITY

West Liberty Hall of Famer
Jay Circosta '68

| &
West Liberty baseball star

Roy "Al" Glitch '73

>/

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, J.C.
Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman among
those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference’s first president.

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucrative
program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley.

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the United
States. A total of 52 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 10,000 athletes in the vari-
ous competitive athletic areas.

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of all
high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, scholar-
ship, and sportsmanship within the conference.
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Be sure to visit
the OVAC Hall of Fame dlsplay
and OVAC Museum

located inside WesBanco Arena
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Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012)
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004)

Roger Alford (Class of 2017)
Nick Alot (Class of 2013)

Zach Amedro (Class of 2016)
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012)
Tim Anderson (Class of 2409)
Sam Andy (Class of 2007)

Kim Augur (Class of 2016)
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006)
Jodi Bates (Class of 2016)

Ashiey Battle (Class of 2011)
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010)
Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel (Class of 2012)
Eddie Becker (Class of 2016)
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007)
Jami Bendle {Class of 2017)

Jack Berger (Class of 2018)
Joanna Bernabei {Class of 2010)
Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry (Class of 2015)
David Bertolino (Class of 2014)
Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Class of 2006)
Stan Blankenship (Class of 2016)
Rick Boron (Class of 2011)

Stan Boroski (Class of 2014)
David Bosley (Class of 2009)
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014)
Jim Brown (Class of 2013)

Less Browne (Class of 2010)

Bill Brubaker (Class of 2014)
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010)

Ed Burgy (Class of 2006)

Bob Burton (Class of 2005)

Dave Caldwell (Class of 2017)
Burdell ‘ immy’ Carey (Class of 2012)
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007)
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008)
Willie Clay (Class of 2011)
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011)
Rick Coles (Class of 2014)

Zach Collaros (Class of 2018)
James Companion (Class of 2014)
Marty Cayne (Class of 2009)
John Craig (Class of 2008)
Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013)
Andy Cross (Class of 2016)

OVAC Hall of Fame

Gallery of Previous Inductees

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008)

Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (Class of 2609)
Bill Davies (Class of 2010)

Dee Davis (Class of 2085)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007)

Nate Davis (Class of 2017)

Georgia Pawson (Class of 2018)
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009)

C.R. ‘Dick’ Dei (Class of 2011)
Dave Delande {Class of 2016)

Rick DeLuea (Class of 2010)
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011)
Charies ‘Red’ Donley (Class of 2012)
Doug Penley (Class of 2004)

Bobby Douglas (Class ot 2004)
Connie Doutt {Class of 2008)

Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014)
Larry Duek (Class of 2010)

Clyde Eads (Class of 2015)

Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (Class of 2009)
Amber Ellison w(Class of 2012)
Mark Emmerling (Class of 20613)
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007)

Jehn ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Class of 2005)
David “Ty” Fleming (Class of 2015)
Don Fleming {Class of 2007)

Gene Ford (Class of 2009)

Geno Ford (Class of 2004)

Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2004)

Tom Franckhauser (Class of 2017)
Bob Gain (Class of 2{{6)

Joey Galloway (Class of 2005)

Amy Gamble {Class of 2004)

Matt Gaudio {Class of 2005)

Rich ‘Hoet’ Gibson (Class of 2013)
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006)

Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (Class of 2013)
Bill Gompers (Class of 2017)
Gordon Gordon (Class of 2014)
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005)

Alex Groza (Class of 2005} \

Earl Haberfield (Class of 2018)
Neil Habig {Class of 2016)

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Class of 2006)
John ‘Streaky’ Haloszis (Class of 2010)

Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010)
Jay Handlan (Class of 2016)
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009)
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004)
'T.J. Hangig (Class of 2011)

Jeft Harrison (Class of 2017)
John Havlicek (Class of 2004)
William *Catfish’ Hearst (Class of 2017)
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008)
Art Hehr (Class 0of 2012)

Walter Heil (Class of 2005)

Bill Hirzegardner (Class of 2007)
Brittany Hocker (Class of 2015)
Paul Hoover (Class of 2015)
wAdam Hoppel {Class of 2108)
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004)
John Howell (Class of 2013)
Kenny Howeil (Class of 2012
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005)
Doug Huft (Class of 2005)

Bob Hummell (Class of 2006)
Karrie Hutchins (Ciass of 2014)
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2007)
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014)
Alan Jack {Class of 2014)

Baob Jeter (Class of 2011)

Bill Jobko (Class of 2009)

Rod Johnsen (Class of 2015)
Chris Jones (Class of 2017)
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010)
Arthur ‘Buteh’ Joseph (Class of 2017)
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007)
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012)
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015)
Tom Keane (Class of 2008)
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009)
George Kellas (Class of 2015)
Jim Kerr {Class of 2014)

Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012)
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008)
John Kirker (Class of 2(11)
Steve Kish Jr. (Class of 2018)
Bab Koch (Class of 2018)
George Kovalick (Class of 2004)
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008)
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007)
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Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008)

Earl Klevins (Class of 2007)

Gene ‘Beef” Lamone (Class of 2015)
Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Class of 2009)
Terry Leggett (Class of 2017)

Ron Lee (Class of 2018)

John Leon (Class of 2007)

Dave Linn (Class of 2016)

Larry Marmie (Class of 2013)
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015)
Scot Maffe (Class of 2817)

Joe Maroon (Class of 2612)

Edgar Martin (Class of 2011)

Ron Mauck (Class of 2006)

Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004)

Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007)
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011)
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013)

Eric McGee (Class of 2018)

Mike McLeod (Class of 2015)
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005)

Craig Milfer {Class of 2011)

Dick Miller (Class of 2005)

Pat Milier {Class of 2011)

Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009)
Bob Montgomery Class of 2018)
Harry “Moo” Moore (Class of 2013)
James ‘Junior’ Moore (Class of 2014)
Jimmy Mountain (Class of 2016)
Tim Mexley (Class of 2009)

Nick Mumley (Class of 2008)
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2(04)
Rob Munn (Class of 2016)

A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004)
Linda Myers (Class of 2015)

Rick Nau (Class of 2015)

Boyd Nelson (Class of 20{6)

John Nese (Class of 2016)

Joe Niekro (Class of 2010)

Phil Niekro (Class of 2006)
Rhonda Nable (Class of 2013)

Don Oshy (Class of 2018)

Bill Paolisso (Class of 2049)

Ed Pastilong (Class of 2015)

OVAC Hall of Fame

Gallery of Previous Inductees

Lee Patrone (Class of 2006)
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004)
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008)
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008)
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011)
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013)
Bob Plotz (Class of 2018)
Cal Pokas (Class of 2{HM)
Jim Potts (Class of 2014)
Richard L. *Dick’ Potis (Class of 2(04)
Duane Powell (Class of 2015)
Matt Powell (Class of 2016)
Peri Powell (Class of 2013)
Jack Prettyman (Class of 2014)
Robert Pritchard (Class of 2018)
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006)
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004)
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class o1 2013)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2607)
John Reger (Class of 2007)
Evan Reese (Class of 2004)
Gary Repella (Class of 2017)
Paul Rickards (Class of 2014)
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008)
Bob Rae (Class of 2014)
Blaine Rose (Class of 2013)
Kyle Rose {Class of 2010}
April Rotilio {Class of 2017)
Geno Sessi (Class of 2018)
Larry Shaw {Class of 2011)
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005}
Kelly Shields (Class of 2018)
John Simonson (Class of 2018)
Bruce Smith {Class of 2006}
Mike Smith (Class of 2014)
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006)
Mike Snively (Class 0f 2017)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009)
Roger Sowers (Class of 2017)
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004)
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012)
Chris Starr (Class of 2012)
Jedidiah Stephen {Class of 2013)
Dan Stephens (Class of 2014)

John Stephenson {Class of 2010)
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2(H8)
Ross Stoltz (Class of 2017)
George Strager (Class of 2005)
Ron Stephens (Class of 2018)

Don Sutherin (Class of 2010)
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006}
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012)
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010)
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015)
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005)
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015)
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013)

Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015)

Bill Tonini (Class ot 2012)

Bill Thomas {Class of 2048)

Jim Thomas {Class of 20013)
Mari Thompson (Class of 2009)
Richard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (Class of 2011)
Dick Tomlinson (Class of 2017)
Bill Tucker (Class of 2018)

Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 2015)
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005)
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004}
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013)

Kacie Vavrek {Class of 2016)
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011)
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012)
Keith Vrotsos (Class of 2018)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)
Charles *Chuck’ Watt (Class of 2010)
Alex Welker (Class of 2012)

Billy West (Class of 2006)

Tom West (Class of 2016)

Ben Wiley (Class of 2016)
Denver Williams {Class of 2012)
Ron *Fritz’ Williams (Class of 2004)
Harry Wilsen (Class of 2006)
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011)
Otis Winston (Class of 2009}

Jim Woed (Class of 2016)

Jim Woofter (Class of 2016)

Ron White (Class of 2018)

Mike Wright (Class of 2010)
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008)
Don Zinni (Class of 2013)
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Samuel A. Mumley (0vAC Family

Sumuel A, Minndey (Benwood Undon High Schaol) served two eems — covering o
total of 32 years ~ as executive secretary of the Ghio Valley Athletic Conference
During the second tern which fasted until his death in 1999, Mumley helped resumect
the bi-state league from the brink of bankruptey to its current standing as ene of the great
high school vonferences in the entire country.

Some of the many hightights frum his stewatdship included: Helping to establish i
OVAC Foundation as o major fund-raising arm for the conference; Securing NCAA
certification for the Rudy Mumiey OVAC Chaiity All-Star Football Classic: Atitacting
majer financial sponsors (o support all of the OVAC programs. including the Banguet of
Champions, an awanls dinner that honors more than 1,000 athletes each spring and
provides more than $20.000 annually in schelaeships; Establishing the ofl-star basketball game which was later
renamed as the Samuoe! AL Momley OVAC All-Star Daskethall Classic.

Mumley's response to 2 call of duty went bevond the OVAC as he was one of the founders of the Wheeling
Super Six Commizes, which has hogted the West Virginia state championship football games at Wheeling
Island Stadinm stace 1994, He also helpedd sertre the West Virginta state soceer championships for the city.
Five years after his death, the fruition of another one of his dreams occurred when an miliciargass playing
surface was installed at Wheeling [sland Studium.

Although wwards ware never important to Mumley. e was the recipient of numersus honors. The major
awards presented to him included: The National Federation of OBicials Oustanding Servics Awand; Dapper
Dan Man of the year: OVAC Man of the Year: and Outstanding West Virginian.

He was a baskethall official for 23 years. an assistant coach, athletic trainer and atldetic director at several
srea schools. neluding Cameron, The Linsly School and 5t. Clairsville. He was also o trainer at his college
alma mater, the University of Maryland, along with the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles.
Mumiey served on the state of Ohio Board of Bgily. w9 3 member of the 81, Clairsvitle Board of Education
and a special laisen for the Menzal Rerardation Board and School of Hope.

George Kovalick (0vAC Fumily

Genige E. Kovalick (Bridgepont High School), recognized as the “Tather™ of high
sehool wrestling in the Ohio Valley. Kovalick previcusly has been honored with  merm-
bership in numerous halls of fame, incloding those st Kent State University: the Ohio
Valley Football Coaches Association; Upper Shio Valley Dapper Club; West Liberty
State College; Ohio Athletic Directors and the Ohio Wrestling ﬁaﬂ of Fame,

Kovalick was selected as the first recipient {3976) of the prestigious GVAC Wrestling
Committeey prestigious “Mr. Mat Award.” an henor given anrually 1o an individual for
ouistanding conmibutions to the sport of wnzm]im?;.z11

Kovalick directed championship teams in footbalt, baseball amd wresting at both the
intercollegiate and interscholastic levels during an enommously-successtul 28-year
coaching career. X

AAmury the athletes he wutored in high school or cotlege were all-time Ohio Vatley greats John Havlicek,
Phil and Joe Niekro, and Bobby Douglas. t baseball, Kovalick coached the Hillioppers 1o the 1964 NATA
baseball championship. the only national title ever captured by the school. He ‘also had West Viminia
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference cham;‘ricmship teamns ot West Liberty in foetball, wiestling and basebali.

Kovaiick not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wresiling Tournament. but his Bridgepon

rapplers won the first seven conference championships. In 1959, Kovalick's Bulldogs made history by
otning the first school cutside the Cleveland area since 1942 1o win an Obiv state wresiling title since194
{0 win an Okio state wrestling title since, He coached six individual sme chatagrioms.

Roualickds other OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsvilie, Beliaire and Weir high schools. His 1973
‘Weir High football team was a state runner-up, lesing w East Bank in the Class AAA state Tinsl. He retired
from coaching in 1978 but then served as athletic director at Bellaire until the time of his death in 1954,

He was OVAC Bascball Director for many years and also divected the conference’s mar championship
event.

Along with kis great coaching knowledge, Kovalick was also recognized as a marvelons computitor,
meticufous organtzer and a man with 2n enonsots capaciiy for work.

Bill Van Horne ovedioy

Bl Van Horne (Marting Ferry High School}, was the dean of Ohio Valley sports-
writers during a legendasy newspaper career thit spapned 53 years.

Van Hume was sports editor of The Times Leader for 23 ysars and the Wheeling
News-Regiszer for 28 years, during which time he was recogmized by his peers as the
most informational and influentiel writer in Ohto Valley history.

His work with the OVAC over the years was especially instrumental in the success
of the wrasiling, track and field and cross-cotmitry, Vin Home was the second recipient
of wrestling's “Mr. Mat™ Award in 1977 and he also received the Calvin (iffin
Memorial Track Awanl,

His columns, “Van Horne on Sports.” wers misterpicce chironicles of the lives of
others. A giant in his field and a role mode] for aspiring writers, Van Homne was admired
and respected for his integrity, dedication, (aimess. knowiedge and compassion.

Van Home's coverage snd suppert for events like the Wheeling Distance Ruce (now The Owlen
Newspapers 20K Classic). the West Virginia Tennis Open and the {now defunct) Wheeling LPGA Classic
helped those events reach prominence i our aiea, His backing also was a factor in the p(&ui’arhy en{‘sycd by
the Wheeling ¥ronmen, Wheeling Blues and Wheeling Thunderbirds (now the Wheeling Nailers),
professional football, basketball and hockey teams.

Numerous awards and henors were bestowed on Van Home, The U, Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Ciub
named liin Man of the Year in 1993; he was selecied o5 the West Virginingp;;)fnswritﬂ f the Year three limes;
reeeived the Gene Morshotse Memorial Award for contributions in sportswriting throughew the Mountain
State: and he was inducted into numerous halls of fame, Ameng (hose wen the \g'he ling Hall of Fame; the
Lou Heltz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame; Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame. Minor 1eag Football Hall of
Fame and the Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis Cieh Hall of Fame. He served as presidens of the West Virginia
Sports Writers Association and was 2 member of the Football Writers of Amenica. Bill was the first sports-
writer from West Virginia to be elected 1o the Foothall Writers Board of Directors. He alse served as state
chairman for the Hejsman Trophy selection committee.

Cal Pokas (Media)

Cal Pokas (Bellaite High School) was anether Fiam in the sports wriling profession who
cut his eye wweth under Bill Van Home and developed into one of the arga's true nesspa-
per greais in his own right,

‘okas, who died 1 2000, was employed for 40 vears at The Times Leader, inckaling
29 memarable yeors for Ohio Valley sports fans a5 tfie sports editor, He also was assistant
gports editor, a courthouse and polifical reperter and Martins Ferry City Editor. Even after
s retirement, Cal continued o contribute to his newspaper's spores pages with his week-
i}v} “Eye on the Bucks™ column about Obio State football. Pokas also personally saw 1o it

al ittany of the so-valled minor sports such as crosscountry. track ond volleyhall,
received their share of coverage in his newspaper.

Pokas was deeply ingrested in the OVAC thoughomt his career and he devoted much X X
of his spare time 1 serving on commmitiees for the Rudy Mumley Chasity Football All-Star Classic, along with
compiling standings for the foothall and hasketball championship races. He also served on o media relations come
mitiee for the bi-state Jeague.

'okas had o term as president of the Okio Prep Sports Writers Association, and was commissioner of the Ohio
Valley Baseball League for 23 years, His igterests in (he community went bevond the world of sports as Pokas
served on an advisory board for the Salvation Anmy; was Belmont County Chatsnan of the Multiple Sclermsis
Association; and filled & seat on the Manins Femry Civil Service Cormmission for 32 vears until his death.

Pokas’ honors were numerous. in 1960 he Wwas presemed a Commenity Service Awand h? Linited Press
International. The Ohio Prep Sports Writers Association ramed him Sports Writer of the Year in 1976 and be was
given & Distmgtiished Service Award from the Ohio Association of Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches.

Cal was selected 1o the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame and the UPI Sporss Edirors Associaton Hatl
of Fame. He also receved service awards from the Ohio Valley Gelf Coaches Association, the OVAC; Ohio
Valley Footbal! Coaches Association: Oliv Baseball Hall of Fame; and ke was honored 1o be presented the first
Sportsmanship Ethics and Integrity Award for the Eastern Distnict from the OHSAA. Pokas was o “Mz. Mal”
award honoree at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, along with being selected for Bellaire High Schosli™s Wail
of Fame, Ha was named as the Honorary Referee for the Wheeling Park Track Classic because of contributions
o Ohio Valley youth,

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts {Coaches)

Richard L. “Dick”™ Pats fmished his career as the Ohio Valley's alltime winmingest
basketball coach with 389 career victores.

Iaducted inta the Ohio High School Hall of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High Schoot
Baskethall Coaches Association, Potts coached # total of 40 seasons, all of which where
spent in Monme County. He began in 1951 ar Bethel High School. His 1957
ackhawks came ot of the Monroe County hills at tournament time and advanced all
the way to the Ohic Class A state finals where they lost by a single point. At the tme
the school had just 13 boys in grades nine through 12 amd all but one of the male stu-
dents was on the baskethall team.

In seven years at Bethel, his teams won more than 20 games five times, including the 27-2 miracle team
that played in the state tosmament.

‘When the school was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after the "58 campaign, Potts was named coach
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving on to River High in 1963, He remained at the
Pilots” helm through the 1991 seasen,

The former Hannibal High Schoo! athiete was named in 1981 as the recipient of the prestigious Chio Panl
Walker Award, given in memory of Jerry Lucas® high school coach at Middletown, { Hio. Walker was the
Buckeye State’s all-time winningest coach.

The navy veteran. Potts was the first OVAC coach 10 tesch the 500-win plateay in baskethall, reacking that
goal with a win over Monree County rival Woodsfield in 1983,

Considered a moster strategist and teacher of the game, Pots may have been at his best during exitical
situations in post-sesson play, His tenfmis won seven overlime tournament games. including a nine-OT win
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play.

Jiﬂ‘l Foti (Coaches)

Jim Foii was a baskethall coach for 38 years and a head foothall menior tor 20
seasons. He already has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virgina Sporry
Writers Asseciation, Upper Ohlo Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carrolt Fiversity’s
Halls of Fame.

Foti, a native of Jamestowsn, N.Y,, cante 1o the arca in 1942 after having coached at
Erie (Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwoud, Wheeling Central Catholic and
Beltaire. Overall, Foti posted 466 varsity haskethall victories. all but 26 coming at
OVAL schools. He coached Warwood High to seven West Virﬁinia regional champi-
onships and hits 1967 Viking squad won the state ride, In 1976, his ﬁna]‘:gcar asahead |
coach and the last season before the Ohio County consolidation, Poti's Vikings
advanced to the state tournament semifinals befor: being eliminated. The 1975 wam played in the state
Chzﬂmlgiunship yame. He had five W.Va. Catholic tide-winning teams at Wheehng Ceniral and guided his
E to OVAC championships in three divisions.

1 1943, Fodi had 4 24-3 record team at Central, which lost by a point while playing is the Eastemn Catholic
champienships held at Newport, R,

Foti's football eoaching career produced another 124 victories, including a 90-106-3 record at Warwood,
where the Class AA school was saddled with playing one of the most competitive schedules in the area. His
1943 Wheeling Centra] football weam went 9-1 and gained a Steel Bow] berth, where it Jost 2 20-19 thriller fo
Rochester, Pa.. at Stenbenville,

n{;ﬂ_gl {x{so voached semi-professiona! baskewball for twe years o5 he ditectad the Wheeling Paritans in 19467
and “48.

Foti coached several sutstanding athletes during his distnpuished career. Arong the Central siandouls
werg James “Dubie” Pailer and Billy Gompers. both of whom wert on to play at Notre Dome; Jack
McConville, Alabema: Pete Schuety, Duguesne . and Paud Schuetz, Northwestern. A Warwoos be had g rofe
in the development of Chuek Howley, farmer WV sad Daling Cowboys® prear Bob Dunlevy (WL, and
baskethall sandouts Bob Ayers (VMI. Bill Kennedy (Anizona State) and Trreg Chorch (Army),

Evan Reese (ofticlals)

Evan Reese (Follansbee High School) served as an area high school and college
arblter for more than 50 yeas, He also officiated football in the Canadian League. the
United Foothall League and the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.

Heese was GVAC Commissiener for beth foothall and basketball officials and he
was president of the West Virginta Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (WVIAC)
officials in both sports. He worked numenous stare and conference fovmament cham-
pioasiip events thraughout his long and storied eareer.

Reese also was 2 member of (he West Virginia Secondary Sehools Activities
Commission Advisery Board and ke was secretary of the Eastern District Board af
Foothall and Basketball Officials. For many years, he was on the hasketball rules commsittes in sthe Easlern
District.

Today's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan as sumeone who had a tremendous influence on up-and
coming refenees.

56




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

A. Wilson Murray (omician

A. Wilson Murray (Wkeeling High School) offtciated] high school baskewball. foot-
hall, baselral! and wrack for 30 years, from 946 through (973, He actually began his
officiating coreer in 942, the year after he gradusted from Wheeling High School.
Murray entered the service in 1942 and did not rewen bome unedl the afier Warld War
1§ b ended.

He worked numersous sectional. district, regional and finuls in Ohio, West Virginis
and Pennsyivania, He also officiaied baskethall for 12 years in the Mid-Amernican
Conference amd the West Virginia Intercellegiate Athletic Conference, Murmay was a
referve in the old United Foothall League in the days of the Wheeling lronmen
prufessional foothall team.

He served on the OVAC Executive Boand and served for 1) years as the commissioner of the bi-state
league's basketball officials. He Inter wes appointed the OVAC's rommissioner of fectball officials, a post
b held from 1977 untl retiving in 1983, In 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High Scheol Athletic
Asspeiation's Commissioners,

Murray officiated six West Virginia stme toumazments and two WVIAC toumnaments. The former Cley of
Wheeling Freasyrer was o dyee-year forthall and hasketball letierman ot Wheeling High School. He played
on the Wildcats® 1940 state chanpionship basketball team.

Among the awards he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Meritorous Award
(19703: = West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Comunission Award for his confributions to officiat-
ing in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Menmibership in the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball
Officials (1981}, OVAC Exemplary Service Award (19813, and an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
Achievement Award (1982). In 1989, he was selected as the first recipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketball
Officials’ Awand presented at the Samuel A, Mumley OVAC Charity Basketbul} Classic,

Ken Alessi (Athlete - 1940)

Ken Alessi (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, §55-pound hasketball poard from
194749, He stil! holds two all-time OVAC scoring records - 1,142 polnts in 32 games
as o senior and a career per-game point sverage of 31 .0 for 66 games.

He was the first OVAU player w score 2£KK) career points {2 047) after averaging a
then-reeord 35.7 puiaes a gare and setting 5 mark of 70 point, including 31 goals,
aguinst Shadyside as a 194349 senior. That effon prompted the national exposure in
“Ripiey’s Believe-It-Or-Nor.™

He also scored 65 peints vs. Adena and 55 points vs. Dillonvale @ back-10-back
games. In one game, he converted 14 straight free throws As & junior, Alessi scored 843
points in 30 gemes.

A two-time AIMOVAC Class A and AH-Chio Class B honoree, he was the leading vote-getter in 49 when
he was selected Ohio's Class 8 Flayer of the Year.

A three-sport prep standout, ke was mn All-Eastern Obio foothall player as a two-way buck and kicker, and
he was a shortstop-pitcher in hasehall.

Recruited by West Virginia tiniversity, he played three seasons (1950-52) and was the staring pobm puard
two years. He led the team in assists as n sophomore while playing with 6-9 All-America Mark Workoman,

In 1951 he scored 23 peints in a home win over Wake Forest and tallied 18 ina 77-73 loss at Duke, which
featured All-Amedca goard Dick Groat, a future Fitisburgh Pirate inficlder,

Alessi served as head basketball coach the final 12 seasons {1961-72) for alma mater Yorkvitle High before
consolidation. His best 1eam wem t8-3 in 1962 and his 1970 tezm won an OVAC Class A crown. The "7
team festured Chuck Saus, who would surpass Alessi's career point total.

John Havlicek Athete - 19505)

Jokn Havlicek (Bridgeport High Scheol. Class of 1958) was a three-sport high scheol
honoree for the Bujldogs who later became one of Ohio State’s basketball greats and
was selected one of the S0 greatest NBA players.

In high school. the 6-5, 1 Oaxxundcr wits b pwo-time AH-OVAC Class AA haskethall
performer s well as All-Ohio Class A, The Bulldogs wan the OVAC AA cruws in 1938,

An excelient rebounder and passer, he also scored | 594 career points in 39 games and
averzged more than 30 points per game the iast two seasons. He led the OVAC in
storing s @ junior with a 31.9-poiat nonm, incleding a school recond 53 in a 163104
pvertime wig over Cadiz. .

He played in the Dhip North-South All-Star game it Jeryy Lucas, The two later ked
COrhio State W three straight NCAA champions. ;'8 éames including a title their sophomore season of 196,

He was an All-Erstern Chhio shortstop on two OVAC championship baseball teams and batted over 400. He
also stamed i Arterican Lesion baseball and later played first hase for Ohto State. i
\_‘ln‘ch)tha!i. the AL-OVAD quatterback was roeriral by several colleges includisg Oho State and West

inginia.

At Ohio Stte, the Buckeyes were 78-8 during his three varsity basketball seasons and he twice eamed All-
Hig Ten Conference honors.

F{m licek was the No. 1 draft choice of rhe NBA Boston Ceftics and was also selected by the NFL Cleveland
Browns ven thowgh he never plaéed i college. He played a few exhibition games as a wide receiver with the
Br(_)‘.virlw hefore reporting to the Celtics, where he would become team captain and have his No. 17 jersey
retired.

Nicknamed “Hondo™, Havlicek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including eight Celtic championships.
A 13-time Al-Star, he is the Celties’ ail-time leading scorer (26,393 points) and was the first NBA player to
scare | 0K peints in 16 comsecutive sgasons and, when he seired. Havlicek had played more regular sesson
games than anyone in hisluriy. His career game averages were X8 points. 6.3 tebourids and 4.8 sssistg,

Besides the Easkelbﬁll Hall and National High School Hall, he is u member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan and Ohio State Halls of Fame.

Bill Mazeroski ¢athiete - 19508

Hill Mazeroski (Warren Consolidated High Schoel | Class of $934) is best known
for kis baseball feats, but the 5-11 baskethall center also led the OVAC id scoring with
3 27.6 per game average as & senior and was a two-time Al-OVAC roundball selection
ard three-year basketball starter. He eamed secomd team Al-Obio Class A vecognition
s & senior.

A four-year baseball stamiout os a shonstop-pitcher, Mazeroski led Wamen
Consolidated 1o the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) basebali finaly before falling,
2-1 to Cincinnati Purcell. Mazeroski pitched a four-hitter in a losing cause.

The athlete, kionws as “Catfich™ as o youth and “Maz" during his pro playing days,
led Warren Consolidated to four straight OVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. The team was
couched by Al Burazio,

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates cut of high school and stmmer, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run natlve
was in the major Jeagues in 1956 and became a 0-time All-Star second basernan frum 1956.72 with the
National Leayte team. He won eight of the first 10 second base Gold Glove fielding awards.

e played in 2,163 pames and collected 2016 hits but his best known feat is hitting game seven 1960
World Series winning home run versus the New York Yankees. He still holds some major league ficlding
records for double plays and assists. The Piratey retived] his jersey No. 9,

Mazeroski was imducted into the Basebatt Hali of Fame in 20601 and also is enshrined in the Upper Ohio
Valley Depper Dan Hatl, the Ohio Baseball Hell and the Pennsylvania Spors Hatl.

Buckeye Local High School. a consolidation which includes Mazoroski's alma mater, named its high
schoot field in his honor and a section of Route 7 near kis Rush Run childhood home north of Tiltonsville is
known a3 “Bill Mazeroski Highway.”

Bobby Douglas iatlete - 19605)

Hobky Dm:ﬁfas (Hridgel'ix)n High School. Ciass of 1961) was a_three-sport high school
standout and die first wrssder to win four OVAC indivitheal championships. He became the
first black athlete o win an Ohio state mat crown (1939) when he emerged as the 1§2-
pound titlist. He then finished third in the 1960 state tournament and won the 127.pound
CIOWH 25 3 SCRIOL.

An Al-OVAC football player and the conference Class AA coptain as a E30-pound run-
nini: back in 1960, Dooglas dlso as a starter in baseball. L

He wrestled two years at West Liberty State Colleye. winning an NAIA championship
i placing second in the NCAA. He then transf to Okinhona State. where he won
the ig Eight Conference L$7-pound title. The tean never jost a duzl meet with Douglns
i the fincup nod captored 8 pair of conference ttles stong with the 1964 NCAA team title,

Also as = commpetitor, he won five national championships and a pafr of U.S. Dlrym;l}ic ‘Trials titles. Fe had 2
fourth-place I‘e&ﬁmrwciﬁ‘h! finish at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics and he captained the U5 . freestyie tean at the 1968
games in Mexico City. Named the nation's ontstanding wiestler in 197) - the year he retired - Douglas compiled
4 cateer record of 305-17-7 (953). He was runner-up at the Workd Championships that year,

Still recognized o one of the mation’s outstanding wrestling coaches, Douglas has been at the Jowa State
tiniversity helm for 14 years and became just the fiuinh Division | mentor 1o reach the 40(-victory plateau in
January af 2003, He coached the Cyclones fo 10 top-10 s the nationa) Ginals, He alse had nuner-up tedms in 1996,
2N and 2002 In 2000, he was selected Lhe National Wrestling Couch of the Year. He has e six national
champions, 17 conference titlists and 25 All- Americans at lowi State, Before taking over the Cyclones’ program,
Douglas built a dynasty &t Arizona State. From 197592, he guided ASU to nine canference title and nine top- 10
NC‘./%A eam finishes. including (e schooi's first national L‘?mmpionshslg in 1988, While with the Sun Devils, he
hand thiree national individual yile winners. 57 conference champs and 58 All Americans.

He was head coach of the 1992 U5, Olyinpic freestvle teamn thas compreted in Bereelga, Spain. All 10 of bis
wrestlers placed among the top 10 in their respective weight classes, Douglas has been on the U5, coaching staff
for five other Olympics. i : : i

Douglas was inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio
Hall of Fame and the Arizona Stae Hall of Fame.

Allan Hornyak (amntete - 19605)

Allan Hormyak (St. John Central Hi¥h School, Class of 1969) was best known a4 4
record-setting 40-point per game scorer his last two basketball seasons, but the lefthander
also was a three-sport stendout performer as a fectball quarterback and first haseman-
pitcher in haseball.

A 61, 185-pound long-range shooting guard in the ez prior to the three-pointer,
Homyak led the OVAC and the state of Ohio in scoring his last two seasons with an ait-
time DVAC record 42.7 average as a junior pius a 41,95 senior nom.

As a junior. he scored 832 points in 34 pames, incliading 295 goaly and 222-0f 272 free
frowy. Tn ks senior year, he wlied 923 points in 22 pames with 346 geals and 231-of~
296 free throws.

The two-time AL-OVAC and All-Ohio coger set the OVAC recond of 86 points, includ- i
ing 40 goals, in & 1963 win over Tillonsville amd he scored 61 points the next night against rival Belinire.

He scared at least 50 points in 2 game |4 times and ended his 80-game carger with a then OVAC record 2,385
poities. The Irish wen back-10-back GVAC Class AA basketball titles mcluding a 20-2 overall record in 1969,

His scoring efforts resnlted in anlicles in Sport magazine, the New York Tines and Sigm {lhusmreded “Faces
i the Crowd,” Bortyek esmned Schelastic Coach AL America honors and his No. 20 home baskethall jersey
was retired by the school.

In foothall, S5, Jolin's also won an OVAC crown with & 9-1 recond in 1968, with Horyak as an AL-OVAC
quarterback. He passed for 14 touchdowns that season. L

Recruited for baskethall by pumerous colleges. he omed for The Olio State University where he led the
Buckeyes in scoring three straight years and camedd All-Big Ten Conference honers each year and All-America
recogmtion 2s & senior,

He left 051 a5 tae scheol's fourth afl-time career scorer with 1572 points in 69 games and is a member of
The Ohic State University Sports Hall of Fame, . .

Homyak was the second round pick. and 26th everall, of the NBA's Cleveland Cavaliers. He wus also
drafted by the ABA Indizna Pacers in the fifth roand, but didn’t compete in the pro ranks.

Ron ‘Frifz’ Williams (Amete - 1960s)

Ron " Fritz” Williams (Weir High, Class of 1965) was 2 four-vear, three-spor stand-
out for the Red Riders. He led Weir to thice straight state Class AAA title games jnclnd-
ing an unbeaten 1962 regular seasen, Iwo state runner-ups and a state tle in 1963 {a
thize-year vecond of 62-8). The three-yeor ALLOVAC and AR-West V;rginin Class AAA
baskeiball player was also o AH-OVRC and All-West Virginia foothailfend in 196% und
the OVAC and West Virginia Reglon 1 sprint champton in the 100, 220 and 446-yerd
events i 1964, ", i X

The 6-3, 185-pound Willizms was the {irst African- American to be named first team
All-Wast Virginta i basketball and unly the fourth person in history 1o be named firs
teamn ull-étaie three times. He scored 2,703 career polits — then an OVAC *hig school”
recond - and averaged 30.9 as & senior and 30.1 &5 3 junior. He scored a school-recond,
S5 puints against East Liverpool. He was named All-America by Parpde and Schofostic Coach magazines.

Viltiams was a reguler end on the 1961 Class AAA state championship foothall team and was all-state and
Scholasiic Coach All-America as a senior.

He played on two OVAC Class 3-Atitle basketball teams (1962 and '64) and the 1962 OVAC track cham-

Rimsh;p squad. The first African-American recrutted to play basketball at West Virginia University, he still

olds seasan and carver assist records while averaging 20.1 points for his career - sixth best in histo
leading the team in scoring and assists three years. Only two WVU players — Terry West and “Hot Rod”
Hundley ~ combined for more points and essists than Williams. a three fime All-Southern Conference hon-
oree and 4 second tearmn A-American.

The two-time team captain is o member of the A Time WVE tearn (1956-75 era) and has been inducied
into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame s well as the West ¥irginia Sports ‘Hall’ and the Upper Ohio Valley
Baapper Dan "Hall', He was the ninth overall NBA draft pick in 1968 by the San Francisco Warriors and was
alst drafied in the ABA fifth round by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Despite not playving college fontball, he
is one of only two OVAC products 9 be drafted both by the NBA and NFL (Dallas Cowboys, i4th round).

Willinms played eight NBA sensons — five with the Warriors, two with the Milwaukes Hucks and ong with
the Los Angeles Lakets. He scored 4,797 carser points and had 1818 career assists. He died, ar gge 59, on
{\’uﬁlrli" 4, zis]m!m trles,home in California. The road near his Weirton childhood home named “Ron (Fritz)

dlliams Boulevand.

Doug Donley (athicte - 19705)

Duug Donley {Cambridpe High School, Class of 1977) was u three-spoit standout,
excelling in football, track ard tuskethall and euming the nickname “White Lighming™
for his blazing speed.

On the grudiron, Donley was a three-vear Ietterman at running hack for the Bobeats,
finishing with a career total of 2,572 rushing yards. He atso had 226 %anis receiving and
lgjlﬁsi*ar_rtlljs in kick returns for a career all-purpose yardage total of 3826 yands 20 5o
wil s.

Tenley™s foothall accolades fneluded first team AL-Ohlo Class AAN {1976) by both
The Assarioted Press and United Press ternstional; Eastern District Class AAA
“Player of the Year" (1976); and first team ALOVAC Class 4-A (1976).

In rack, Dunley won the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the Jong jump as a junior (1976) with a leap
of 21 f1. 2.5 in. and was a double-winner at the conference meet as a serior €1977) - winniny the Jorg jump
{21-10.75 and the 220-vard dash {223 seconds), helping the Bobcats ro the OVAC team ritle.

l:s carped All-Eastern Distie in the | 00-yand dash and was recogaized as a high schoot All-American in
k.

Also a stapdout in basketball, Donley was hampered by a shoulder infury but still managed 1o score 10 points
per contest and had a school-record 17-2ssist game.

Widely recrusited for football, Donley aitended The Ohio State University and eamed first team All-Big Ten
and honorable meation All-Ameden accolndes it wide receiver {1980). He ranks amony the Buckeyes' ll-time
leading receivers b several categories. inchatding career yanl;lper catch (21.2, second); yardage (2,252, founth);
touchdowns (36, fifih); and receptions (106, tied for ninth). He led the team in receptions from 1978-80.

Donley was a second round draft cheice of the Dalias Cowboys in 1981, playing four years in the NFL. He
caught 55 passes for 898 vards and four THs.

Endueted into the Cambridge High Schee) Hall of Fame, Donley s president of Advantage Golf Tournament
Services in Addison, Tesas.
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Tim Spencer (Athlete - 1970s)

Tim Spencer (8t Clairsville High School, Class of 1979} ranks with the pieatest
running backs ever to grace Ohlo Valley high school gridirons. Spencer — who plied his
trade for lependary coach George Strager — rushed for some 3,344 vands and 50 touch-
downs, He scored 338 points during tus Red Devil grid caresr.

As a senior, the Parade All-American gained 1,670 yards and scored 28 touchdowns
while his junior numbers totaled 1,280 rushing vards amd 18 touchdowns, Spencer's top
prep game came as a senior when he rushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns
sgainst Martins Ferry. All 1old, he scored 40 peints in that contest.

He was awanded AN-OVAC and Al-Dhio foothall honors following his junior and
SeRion seasons.

Spencer dlso played basketball and van track for the Red Devils. excelling in the 100- and 200-meters.

After his prep doys, Spencer matiiculatesd to Columbus to play for Coach Earle Bruce's Ohio State Buckeyes,

‘The G-1, 210-pounder was a three-year starter for the Buckeves. He finished his career with 3,553 yards
which still ranks third on Ghio State’s alf-time nushing chans.

Spencer led the Big Ten in rashing as a senior with 1,373 vards, eighth best in the nation. He was accorded
All-Big Ten honors twice and was a second-team UPLAll-Amernican selection as a senfor.

He served as the Buckeyes’ co-captain as a senior and was voted the team MVE that vear. Ha was alsp named
MVP of the Holiday Bowl as he rushed Tor 167 vards and two TDs in OSU's 4717 win.

Spencer was the second player selected in the United States Foatball League {18FL) draft by the Chicago
?!‘u; A‘t(ﬁcr & three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Chargers where he started for four years at

uilhack.

He pained more than 5,000 rushing vards and scored 45 touchdowns as 4 professional,

Spencer served as Ohlo State’s running backs coach from 1994 through the 2003 season. He left the
Buckeyes for 2n assistant's role with the Chicago Bears,

Amy Gamble (Amlete - 19805)

Amy Gamble (John Marshall High Sekool. Class of 1982} is one of the Chio Valley's
reatest femake athletes of all time. Gamble excelled in three sports — basketball, track
and wormen's handball,

She hecame Mugshall Couniy™s first Olympian when she competed with the U8,
Women's Handball Toam in the 1983 Gumes held in Seodl, Korea, Eatlier, the U5,
Women were crowned as champions of the Pan American Games.

Gamble was selected as the West Virginta Women's Basketball Player of the Year in
1987 after Jeading Jobin Marshail 1o the state Class AAA championship. She averaged
23 paims and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenged its only loss by defeat-
ing Eikins in the state finals. Captain of the All-State Team, Gamble was a two-time Class AAA fistteam hoo-
oree. She was chosen AI-OVAC and All-Valley three stzaight years.

She was the first IMHS girls’ basketball performer wo score mene than 10600 poinzs and the initial Monarch
athlete to have her jersey retived. She scored | SY8 career points. Gamble was ranked a3 the No. 4 gils”
basketball player in the country her senior season when was nuzmed to the Parade. Streer & Smith und TSA
Today All-American teams.

Recsuied by Tennesser, she played a8 a backep on the {983 Lady Vols' squad that finished as the NCAA
tourmment runners-up, Josing to the Cheryl Milier-led Southem Cel powerhouse. She keit Tennestee ot the ¢nd
of that sezson and transfemed to West Virginia University bur played jnst one season before deciding o uy
tean handball.

After her appearsnee in the Olympics, Gamble retumed to  basketball and enrolied at the University of
Arizona. Despite Buving just one season of eligibility remaining, Gamble was the team’s leading scorer and
she exmed Pacific- 1 Conference player of the week Jaurels.

Her high suhool track career was also briiltant, us Gumble set numerous Invitations! meet snd OVAC records
int the shot pust and the discus, She established all-time OVAC standurds in both events and was & West Virginia
state champion in both evets. She was o thrre-time All-Valley hororee.

Mitch Hannahs (Atilete - 1980s)

Mitch Hannaks (Skyvue High Schoel. Class of 1983) was the epitome of 2 winner in
high school os the rwo-spore, fuur—?'rar letterman sparked the tiny Euldﬁn Hawks 1o the
state tournament in both basketball and baseball.

In basketbal, Skyvue made the OMHSAA stmte toumament in Hannuhs® junior and sen-
ior seasens, finishing oy the Chss A rutmer-tp in 1984-45, He was selected first team
Ali-Dhic as a senior and second team as & junior and was a two-time first e All-
Eastem District, All-OVAC and All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree. He also pastic-
inaed in the Ohio North-South All-Star clzssic following 4 senior season where the 5-

) guard averaged more than 22 paints per game.

In haseball, the consistent-hitting and sure-handed shontstop helped the Hawks (o the
Ohio Class A state championship as a senior (1985) as well 4 the OVAC ad PV titles, He eamesd finst team
?}170hiu. All-Eastern District, Al-OVAC and AU-PVC honors 2nd was selected for the Ohio Baseball All-Star

eries.

He alse received All-Eastern District, AI-OVAC and AILLPVE accolades following his sophomore (1983)
and junior {1984} seasons.

Alter graduation Hannahs pulled off a rare “double” when his college zeam - Indiara State University -
advanced to the NCAA Division 1 College World Series in 1986 and that same season, he played for the
Maynard Post 66 team which advanced 1o the American Legion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVE of
the regional tournament that seasen and won the Louisville Slugger Awand for the bighest batiing average in
tournament play.

Al Indiana State, Hannshs was o three-time All-Missoun Valley Conference performer (39897-8%) and was
an NCAA Division T All-American following his senior year {15H9).

He was a 16th round draft pick of the Milwaokee Brewers, playing in their farm system from 1989-93
Hannahg is conently athletic directer and head baseball coach at Lincoln Trail College in Robinson. Ninois.
He previously coached for seven years ot his alma marer - Indiara Sue Universiry,

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Aihiete - 1980s)

Yicki Pullie-Stokes (Wellsville High School, Class of 19873 s believed by many
Wiellsville residents 1o be ane of the greatest athletes in the schogl™s history, attested o
by her induction as o member of Wellsville High Sehoei’s Athletic of Fame inmgural
Class of 2004,

During her high schoal career, Pultie-Stokes collected 15 Frstplace finishes ar the
annuai Cal Giffin OVAC Track Championshins and she was selecied as the area “Track
Athlete of the Year” three times. She also eamned hoth AR-Valiey and All-Eastern District
laerels four times each. She was 2 two-time lorg junp champion t the Ohio high school
state meet amnd wys a ragner-up in the 200 meters,

In volleyball, she was twive selected a3 (he team MVP and earned All-Area (three
lirees), Al-Eastern District {tvice), and All-OVAC twice). Three times she was named to the ATColumbiana
County tean.

I basketball, she lod the 1987 Lady Tigers to the state finals. Her 27-1 record Wellsville tecam ended one
of the nation’s lengest baskethall streaks af 108 when the Tigers defeated West Holmes in tournament play. She
scored more than 1200 points amd collected more than PP RO rebounds while helping the Tigers 1o a three-
yeur yecord of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was choven OVAC “Player of the Year” that season and was a two-time
AR-Obio hoperee. She also eamed All-Valley and All-Area recognition three times each on the hardwood.

All tzhd. she won 13 varsity letters and was selected as the American Legion 1987 Ohic State "Athlete of
the Year™. She went on to play collepiate hasketball ot Ohto State and was a member of the 1989 Buckeyes'
sguad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gained personal honors when in 1990 she wus
selevied a5 Dhio State’s best defensive player. team MVP and Big Ten honorable mention, Twice, she was
desigrated as the conference’s player of the wesk.

Adilitionally. Pullie eamed 2 gold medal with the North Feam in the 1989 1.5, Olyinpic Festival, held in
Norman, Okla.

Geno Ford (Athtete - 19905)

Geno Ford (Cambridge High Scheol. Class of 1993) achieved the ultimate honor
of a high school basketball player in the stz of Ohio whea he was seleeted “Mr,
Baskethall” following his senior season.

The 3-8 sharpshooter finished a stellar four-yeur career with the Babeats as Dhio's
second atl-time leading seorer with 2,680 potnts which also stands 2% the OVAC's
all-time high-water mark.

Ford's iame also appears in the OHSAA record boak in the following categodes:
288 free throws made in 4 season (1991.92)., first all-time; 697 free throws made in
a career (1989-93), first all-time; and 928 points in 2 season {1991-921, seventh
all-time.

Playing fur his father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno earmed All-Ohio Division
11 first tzam accolades following Loth his junior and senior seasons. He was alse a two-time All-Eastemn
District Division 1 “Flayer of the Year” and two-time AI-OVAC Class 4-A first team pick.

Ford went on 10 become a four-year letterman at Ohio University. eaming All-Mid American
Conference second feam honeors as a junior {1996) and first team plapdits as a senior (1997). He is the fifth
all-thme feading scorer at O with 1,752 points. One of the mest popular players 2t OU, Ford helped the
Bobeats to one NCAA and ore NIT appearance during his career.

Follawing graduation. he served as a graduate sssistant (1998-99) and assistant coach (19992001} at
Ohio University: was head coach for one season st Division 11 Shawnee State Universiiy (2001-02),
leading his team to a 22-10 record and eaming American Mideast Conference “Coach of the Year”
honors: served ay an assistant coagh at Kent State University since the 2002-03 season.
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Stephanie Petho (Athlere - 19905)

Steprhanie Petho (St John Censral. Class of 1992) remains the measaring stick for
female hasketball greatness in the OVAC,

The Fighting Irish three-sperts luminary re-wrote the St. John Centsal and OVAC
scoring books doring her carcer on Guernsey Streel. The 5-7 sharpshooter finished
Rer fowryear career with 2,667 points which is first in conference annals and still
ranks sixth in the state of Ohio.

Pethe was accorded firstteam AIMOVAC 2l foor years. The Bellaire native
enned All-Ohia honors three years, culminating by being named the stale’s Division
1V “Player of the Year” following a season in which she aversged a staggering 37.1
points 8 game.

As a junior, she tallied 35.9 points per game in leading her Eady Irsh tesmmates to o 223 record 2 berth
in the OHSAA regional tournament. She was named Tirst wam All-Ohio after scoring 910 points that
winter alone. Petho twice cracked the 50-point platess in a game, scoring 5T tgains Shadyside and 56
against Toronto,

The two-year starter at the University of Pittsburgh camsed St. John Central to four OVAC champi-
onskips in baskethall and sn overall 75-16 reeord. Pethe was no one-sport wonder, siso starring in vol-
feyball and track during her prep career. She eayed AU-OVAC in volleyball her junior and senior years.

In truck, Petho is one of the valley's all4ime great throwers. eaming five OVAC gold medals in the
weight events — three in the discus and two in the shot put. Petho tessed the platier a school-record
121-7 en route to 2 regional championship and a thind-place showing in the state mect us a junior.

She capped her high schoel career by being remed ce-valedictorian of her sentor cluss and she want on
to become an Academic All-American at Pur. While there, she led the wam in seorng in the 1994.93
seasom, hecame the career free thraw percentage leader (81.4) and is 14th on the all-time seortig s

Rudy Muinley (OVAC ‘Famity")

Rudy Mumiey (Wheeling High School, Class of 1936). If Rudy Mumtey's heart was
measured by Lhe size of his love for bis fellow men and women, it never could have fit
insick his body,

Mumley, an educuor, administrator, humanitatian, dynamic organizer and charjey
Fund-rafecr, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohio Valley in many different, but special
wiys, He wis & two-tishie president, charter member of the conference’s Foundation
Beard, served on the foothall and basketball compmittees and was the organizer and long-
lime pame direcior of the Ohio-West Virginia Churity Foothall Classic, The mid-sum-
et all-star football clash was renamed in his honor i 1986, He afso served as OVAC
president during the 1967-68 school year. To help the game get off the ground, Mumle
e nloﬁ;;ag::5 his heme to achieve the financing needed for the inangiral OVAC-sponsered contest in 1972,
e also was a great 31& rier of the OVAC wiesting toumatment.

A graduate of old Wheeling High School and West Liberty State College with u master’s degree from
WV, Mumley served in the Air Force during World War I1and was recafled during the Korean confliet.
He taught ar Powhatan, Shadyside and Smithfield High Schools before being appointed principal at Warren
Consolidited High in Tiltonsville in 1964. Rudy later served as principal ar Yorkville High. Later. when the
Buckeye Local Schoal District was formed, he hecame prkncipa?al Buckeye South and remained there until
s retirgment in 1979.

humley, who was bom in 1918 and died in 1999, also provided great service 1o the Upper Obie Valley
Prapper Dan Club and bis college alms mater, West Liberty State. Rudy was a membes Dtplhe Bapper Dag
Board of Divectors for some 23 Fem aruf was banguet co-Chairman six times. At West Libery, he camed 2
vure honor as @ noen-athlens when he was inducied into the school s Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985 He was pres-
whent of the Hiiltoppers” Alumni Associztion amd the Foundation. Among the numerous honors he received
inciude: the Rober McRelvey Award and Man of the Year honors from the Dapper Dan Club: WESC Gold
and Black Achievernent Awar ang the College Pessident’s Award, along with the Warwood Lions Clalry
Chiizen of the Year Awand in 1951,
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Agnes Timmons (OvVAC Family”)

Agnes Timmaons (Scio High School, Class of $5%42), This Ovtogenurian stasied couct
ing pickup girls’ baskethall teams at Barmesvitle High School m 1946 when there were no
schogl-sanctioned gils” prograns for member schools of the OVAC. She was o ghls”

fysicat education teacher af the time, after having gradusted from Denison University in
ranville, Ohio.

Tinunons considered it of hier job as a phys ed teacher to organize whatever athletd
teams she could beeause she wented the girls to have seme competition and Ex?ﬁienc:: the
fun of pliying organized sports. She would joln with 1eachers from other sehools In the
arey interested in doing the same thisg to schedule pames. They alse kad to hire their own
officials and provide tansportation o the game sites.

Timmeons left teaching after 1943 to begin vaising a family. After having four children, she retumed o her
teaching end coaching career al Bamesville in 1962, Timmens coached volleyball and basketball even though it
wasn'T uiitil June of 1572 tha Title IX was enacted. demanding equal spotts opporitmitics for girls, She was asked
By then OVAC executive secretary Sem Mumbey 1o how and serve a8 direetor of the fisst conference volleyball
champlonship townzment which was held of Bamesvillz High. Timmons coached basketbhall and rack ol well
into the 198('s, but continued her duties with the volleyball team untii her retirement from teaching in 1991, She
also coached softhall for ome year when her daughter played because the talented youth also wanted 1w conpete
&5 a member of the track and field team. The school district would enfy permit that 1o happen i Timmons coached
both sports, which she did.

Even today, Timmons rematns close 1o the Barnesville athletic program. Through this past season, she served as
the announcer for the Shamrocks' hoys and girls buskethall games, as well as for the home volleyball matches. She
elso has been the announcer and part of the committee for the OVAC volleyball tournament for over 30 years, Last
winter, the then 80-year-old Timmons was called back inte the coaching ranks when Bamesville needed someone
10 help out with the volleyball squud. Agnes coached the jayvees and thomughly enjoyed the experience.

Her track teams were perential comenders for OVAC titles and several volleyhall feams advancms o the district.

Doug Huff Media)

Drarg Huff (Magnelia High School, Class of 1961), This native of New Maninsville
hag. been writing sports since the age of 12, his st “job” being with the Were!
Democrat.a weetixiy paper in his home town. Huif joined The Buelligencer ts associate
sports ediior in 1967, 2 position he held until 3978 when he was named as that paper’s
sports editor, remadning in that position until his retivement in 1999, He previously was

s editor of the Fairmont Times and worked on the sports staff of the Dominion
News in Morgantown.

While the sports chief of The Imrelligencer, Huff criginated All-Vaulley Boys
Basketball and Basehall selections in 1968, plus the OV All-Sponts School and Athiete
Awards and the AIMOV Scholar Athlete selections. He compiled Ohio Valley and West
Virginia records for football, baskethall and baseball, along with historical nisterial en QVAC schools, cosch-
es and athietes. Since 1979, he hus been the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the W.Va, Sparts Writers
Assoeiation after having previously served as the president and foothali ull-state board chatrman, Huff also is
ovn the Boand of Directors of the Football Writers Associution of America and the National Sporseasers &
Spots Writers Association.

Among the numerous honors he has achieved irclude: induction inte the Natienal High School Sports Hall
of Fame (1999 state sports writer of the year nine times: West \fir§miu University School of foumalism PRI
Reed Life Achievement Award (19995 Magmolia High Schoal Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Awand
(1990). W.Va, Sports Writers Association (ene Morchouse Award (19923; Upper Oliio Valley Dapper Dlan
Club’s Robert McKelvey Award {1954),

He is the suthor of s in West Virginie, “A Pletorial History™ (1979) and also of the National High
Scheol Foothall and Basketball Record Books (2001-2002), Doeug also co-upthored “How to Watch Sports on
TV...And Enjoy 1." Since 1973, he has been 2 high school contributing editor of Street and Smith magazine
and compiles their pre-season schootboy All-America teams for footheil, boys™ hasketball and base
Altheugh retired from The Entell, he continues 1o subimit & much-read and snjoved weekly column, Dotég alse
serves s the natjonal renkings and records editor for Student Sperts Ine . and coordinates football ami hoys
basketball selections for Parade and EA Sperts.

Bab Burton (Couches

Robert W. (Bob) Burtan (Magnoliz Righ School, Class of 1957) coached several
sports at Paden City High Schoel. but is mest remember fur 4 sparkling 38-yeur
coreer us head boys' baskethall coach (1963-2001 where he amassed a recond of
554-327.

During his tenurs, the Wikdeats won 21 sections] championships: eight regional
titles; Finished as state runperup rwice {8072 and "82) and capured the West
Virginia Cless A championship twice (1973 and "87). Paden City had 18 winning
sensons under Burton, including nine 20-win campaigns. and won five OVAC Class
A champlonships (1971, 75, °92,°93 and "54).

Burian received the West Virginia “Coach of the Year™ honor in 1986 and was selected to coach in the
OVAC All-Star Raskerball Classiv severa] times as well as the West Virginin Nortd-South All-Star Game
in 1987 He was a member of the West Virginia Baskethall Coaches Association, the State Coaches
Commitiee and the OVAC Baskethall Commirtee.

Burion also served as an assistont coach in foorball at Paden City for 18 years, serving on the Wildeay”
staff during two state chnmpionshi{r seusons (1970 and '79): coached track for more then 30 years,
wisming several OVAC Class A and [mra-State Leagee championships: coached cross country for ee
years and golf for one season; was assistant hasebiali coach for three years; and spent more than a decade
as athiletic director.

As an athlete, Burten wis a three-sport athlete at Magnalia, eaming all-West Virginia honors in football
in 1955, At the college fevel. he was slso a three-sport performer, playing footbail at Kent State University
and then football, baskethall and tennis after trmnsterring to West Libenty State College where he pradusted
in 1961, He then reeeived a master's degree in education from West Virginia University in 1968.

George Strager (Coaches)

George Strager (McKeesport, Pa. High School, Class of 1943 bas often been called
the “dean” of Ohio Vailey high school feotball coaches thanks 10 a highly-successful
career that spantusd sore 38 years (1950-87) at five different schoels. He posted a
cureer coaching record of 246 wins, 115 losses and 15 tes which sivod 24 the nil-time
vailey record until eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circosta of Woodsfield/Menroe Central.

Slmgefs coaching career began in 1950 ot tiny Sistersville High School, compiling
2 42-20-3 reconl i seven seasons there und lewding the Tigers to the West Virginia
Class A state championship in 1953, He moved on 1o Clarkshig Notre Dame High for
four years as head football and basketball coach (1957-60), going 24-10 on the grid-
ivor and leading the hasketball tcam to the West Virginin Class A state semifinals, Next
came a three-year stint at Wheeling Central Cathofic (1961-63) which featured two undefeated regular
seasons and a mark of 28.9-1. The 1947 ream Jost 10 Charleston Catholic in the insugural West Virginia
Catholic State Championship gume, but the next year Strager’s watn uvenged that losy e win the crown, Up
aext wad a2 five-vear stay ot Cambnidge High (1964-68), posting = 25-23-2 record.

He then began & legendary 15-year mm at 5t Ciairsville High in 1969, turning his trademark “belly series™
to a recopd of 133.38-9 there. His Red Pevil seams posted three undefeated seasons (1969, 777 and *85) nnd
the 1983 squad earned the school’s first-ever trip to the OHSAA playoffs and the 1986 1eam advanced 1o the
state semifinals before losing a heart-breaker 1o Chagrin Falls Kenston.

Strager’s top honors included induction into the Ohio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame in
1998, Ohio Valley Football Ceaches Associstion Hall of Fame in1991, selection as OVAC Coach of the Year
in 1975 pnd '87: and recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Qhio Valley in 1992, He also cosched
in the GYAC All-Star Chasity Foothalt Classic twice (1972 and ‘KI!T.

A gradoate of Salem College, Strager pussed away in 19%0, but his memory Jives on in the form of the
George Strager Memorial Foothall Camp and Scholarship Program as well as the “Georpe Strager Evening
with the Stars” dinner beld in conjunction with the OVAE Charity All-Star Foothal} Classic.

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos (Coaches)

Jahn “Corky” Vrotsus {Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1946) stor only initiated
the sport of wrestling at his alma mater. he quickly estublished himself ns one of the
premier mat coaches in conferonce histm?.

Vrotsos guided the Purple Rider prapplerss from 1957-68, leading his team to seven
consecutive OVAC Tournament championships (1961-67) along with six straight Chio
Iistrict Tournamen titles, His teams finished ranked in the top 10 in the state four times
{1959, '60, '63 and ‘64) and the best finish at the state loumament was a fifth place
effort in 1960.

During his tenure, Viotsos coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio State
Tournament gualifiers, incliuding 10 state place-winners and one stawe chamnpion (175-
pounder John Scordas in 1964). Ferry's dual meet ceeord during tie Viotsos years was 85-20-1, including
unbeaten seasons in 1964 and "67.

The itinl inductee into the Martins Ferry High School Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 1378
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Toumament's “Mr. Mat. Award”, he served as toumament director for the
OVAC, sectional and distric? teutmaments after yielding the coaching post.

In addition o serving as head wrestling coach, Vrotsos was also an assistant in foothall snd track for the
Parple Riders, He was on the football staff during Ferry's run of three consecutive undefeated seasons (1959-
1) ant four OVAC championships {also 1963).

As an athiete, be wes o three-year Jlotiemman in foorhall and haskerball s Marting Feery, In foorball, he was
a center-linebacker under legendasy coach Fred Thomas, playing center and lingbacker on the §943 and 45
OVAC champienship squads, eaming all-vorference "AA™ honors 48 & senior, Hetglnycd guand in haskethall
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gantrell. After serving in the armty, Votsos then attended West Liberty
State College. praduating in 1951, He was a three-year varsily football player for the Hill teppers snd a mem-
ber of two undefeated teams that played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountzin Bowl and Pytluan Bowl).

Chester Grossi (Officials)

Chester Grossi (Weir High School, Class of 1940) began officiating in #9442, claim-
ing 1o be “dmfied” into officisting by fellow honoree Walter Heil because many offi-
cinle had been fost dug o the military doafl,

His love of sports saw him enter the wotld of officiating, nes onty ia football, but alsa
in basketball and haseball. He retired from officiating in 1987 sfter 45 years. During
thase year, be worked nuny district and reglonal wurnament gagmes a8 well as 14 state
tournaments in baskethall and 12 state finads in foothall, He also worked several West
Virginia Catholic Stute baskeball and foutball playoff games as well as Famcs in the
Wesl Virginia Intercellegiate Athletic Conference and the United Football League, He
is 4 life metnber of the Uhio Valley Boand of Officials and the West Virginia Footbali
and Basketball Officials’ Associntion. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVAC's Robent Dawson Officials’
Aveard amd was honored by the Upper Oklo Vatley Dapper Dan Club.

As an ethiete at Weir, Grossi played football tor coacn Car) Harmill from 1936-39 and during fat vime, the
Red riders won 27 ateaight ﬁmms. He received a football seholarship 1o West Liberty State College where he
played or Coach Joe Bastelt in 1941 and afier World War .

He pradumed from West Lihen{ with & backelor’s degree in political science. retumning o Weir High School
a5 ¢ teacher and assistant eoach, He left the education field to enter into the investment md insurance business
in 1960, He remains active in many civic, fraternal and service organizations. He is president of the Weirtonian
Lodge of the ltalian Sons and Lawghters of Americu, serves on the Board of Directors of the Fraternal
Associetion and is i honorery notional gmsidcm of 15DA; & member of the hoard of the Upper Ohia Valle
Italian Heritage Festival: the” Weinton Council 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their Foun!
Degree; a life member af Post 10 of the American Legion; bosnd member of Camp Fir USAL the Weinon
Elks: and is 2 member of the West Liberty State Cu!?ege Foundation's Finance Committee. Hall of Fame
Committee, Hilltoppers Athietic Club and a life member of the Alumat Association.

N Heh;vas inducted into the West Liberty State College Hall of Fame and was honoted by the West Virginin
Northern

Walter Heil (omicias)

Waiter Heil (Bellaire High. Class of 1923} was regarded as ene of the deans of
Ohio Valley officiating thanks 10 a cereer that spunned some 38 years and involved
three sports.

He began as a hasehall umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 and bazketball
in 1929, working vosmtless games uniil finaly hanging up his whistle ar the age of 67,

Heil officiuted feotbal) and basketball vt the high school, collegiate and profes-
sionat levels. He worked five West Virginis High School State Tournaments, five
West Virginia Catholic High School State Towrnaments and three West Virginia
Imereollegiote Ahlete Conference Tournoments. He also officiated in the semi-pro
Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling lronthen.

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Officials, the West Virginin Officials Association and the
Internationat Assoviation of Approved Baskerhall officials and was

honored for length of service by each of these organizations.

After retiting a3 an active official, Heil assumed the rofe of commissioner of both baskesball and forst-
ball officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. a position he held from 1965-70.

He was a charier member of the Bellaire High Athletic Walt of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the
OVAC’s Rebert Dawson Officials”Award,

Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporation and was a resident of Yorkville umtil his death in 1570,

Alex Groza (alete - 19405)

Alex Groza (Maning Ferry High Schoeal, Class of 1932). This 6-foet-7, 230-puunsder
{ed the Purple Riders to two seraighe undefeated regular seasons in baskethall end o
the Oklo sttte wurmamem both vears. Marting Feery finished 24-1 in 1943 and 26-1 the
following seasen. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA basketball
championship in 194 s Groza scored a velley record 628 points {z mark later broken
by 2004 OVAC Halt of Fame inductee Ken Alessi}. Groza scored 41 vs. Tiltonsville,
He was an ail-cenference and all-Ohio first-team selection.

Alex was the top scorer and rebounder on the University of Kentucky's “Fabulous
Five,” whick won back-to-hack NCA A titles in 1948 and "4, with Groza being numed
the toumament MVP both years. He was a three-time all-Southeastern Conference
choice und a twe-time consensus All-American. He ser 22 individual SEC seconds. Groza stilf rimks seventh
on Kentucky's all-time scoring list with 1,744 Fninm. Alex's jersey nomber (15) was reebred by the school.
Grroza and four of his UK teamrmates — Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones. CHIT Barker and Kenny Roliing —
won a gold medal a3 U S, Olympians at the Londen Gemes in 1948, Giroza, in 1949, was pamed the Heling
Foundation Baskethall Player of the Year [na 1950 Associated Press nationwide poll of sports writers select-
ing the leading mbleres of the half-censury, Alex wes chosen us one of the five top-rated haskethali players,

In the NBA, Groza sveraged 22.3 points in 30 pro games with the Indianapolis Olympians in 1950 and
*51. He coached Bellarmine {Ky.) College from 1959 through 1966. The school had never won a basketball
championship before Groza's tenure. He led the Knights to the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
regular season and tournament title in 1963, after which he was named the league coach of the year.

Giroza laer servesd us busi ger and then nssi e the president of the ADA'S Kentucky
Colonels before becoming generat manager of the San Diego Conguistaders until the franchise folded. He
then servedd as GM of a professional volleyball team for une year before joining Reyrokis Metals in 1977 as
a regional sales manager,

Ginara died of lung cencer ot his home in San Diege on January 21, 1995,
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Chuck Howley (athiete - 19505)

Charles L. “Chuck® Howley (Warwood High School, Class of 1954) was a Tt team
all-West Virginin and all-0VAC tackk in 1933, He letiered in football, basketball amf
basehall. As a wenager, he also competed for an independent All-Americaboys  gym-
nastics 'mui{.

The West Virginia University graduate is still the onty Mounmineer athlere 1o lener in
five sports —foothall, gymnastics, wresiling, wack and swimming. In football he played
guard, cenier, and Jinehacker while eaming All-Seuthern Conference Jaurels three
straight years. Also the long snapper on special teums, Howley was sefected os a third-
team All-American his sentar year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 pounds, was considered to be
one of the fustest lnemen in WV history. He started in three colegs afl-str games —
Last-West Shrine Gume. Serior Bowl and the College Foorhall AllSrar Game. He letiered for the
Mountaineers on the trampoline in gymnastics, 2 heavywelght in wrestfing, sprinter 2nd welghunan in rack
and a diver in swimming. In 1957, Howley was selected as the West Virginia Amateur Athlete of the Yeor.

He was an NFL first-round draft choice (1938) of the Chicago Bears — oaly the thind Mountaineer select-
ed in the opening Tound. He played a year ard a half in Chicego before being sidelined by a serious knee
infury. Howley was back hume 11 Wheeling working at a gas station in 1961 when the expansion Dallas
Cowbeys traded twe draft picks for him, The ex-Dear decided to give it one more try and wound up starting
at gmtside linebacker 12 vears for the Cowboys, eaming all-pro Iaurels six times. He starred in two Super
Bow!s. The 1974 game saw Howley intercept two passes and recover a fumble to earn MVP honors in a
16-13 luss to the Bultimore Calts. He remains the only player on a losing team to be selected as the Super
Bowl’s most valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bow! Vi over the hiami Dolphing
by intercepting a Bob Griese pass to set up & wuchdown.

Howley is a member of the West Virginia Sports Weiters Assoclation, WU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan Club and City of Wheeiing halls of fame.

Dick Miller (athicie - 19505

Dick Stiler (Wheeling Centrad Cathotie High Schoel, Class 1932) was a finst-team all-
siate and all-OVAC _Fr{%mxcr in baskeiball three smu?hr yean white performing for the
Wasoon Knights, Miller led Centrat Catholic to the conference and West Virginia Catholic
championships all three seasons, scorng 1,593 points during a stellar high school career.
His three-year scoring average was 24 d points per game, His career puint total stood for
ST years until it was bested by David Contraguerro, a four-year letterman for the Maroan
Knights. Contrapuerny's tecord was Jater wipled by a Ceptal gitds”  basketball gres,
Kaﬁc&n Fitzsimmons. Miller also hod a game high of 30 points in 3 West Virginia-
Kentucky All-Star Game, leading the Mountaineer team to an §1-80 victory af
Williamson, Twice. (1951 and "32}, Miller was chosen as the state’s basketball player of
the f:car. He ziso was a standout performer i footbal} and basebatl in high school. He was
2 v

R

* formation quarcerback s & football performer and a shorswp/piicher an the baseba!l team. .
eeruited by the University of Wisconsin on 2 basketball sdzoiarshl}n Miller was the Badpers’ staning peint
;lz_u:m! for two years. Nicknamed “The Cat™ because of his quickness. Dick averaged 19 polats per gine in Big
en play. fopping the 30-pomnt mark three times during his cireer. In 1950, he set a eonference record for the most
consecutive {ree throws inzde, converting 29 in a row over bwo consecutive games. Miller ulso excelled as a floor
Teader and defensive plaver. He was voted as the team MVP his senior vear, Althuugh dretted by the New York
Knicks in 1956, Mitler chase 1o ploy AAU basketball. He was voted to the AAY All-Amesica téam after perti-
fpating i fhe Natonal Towrsament held in Denver where be led the Milwankee Allen Bradiey Tears 1o 2 fouh
place Thtish. Miller plased two seascns with the Phillips Oilers in the National Industrial BasKerball League md
ane season in the Tidewater Buskethall Association where he averaged 22 points per game and was voted the
Jeagus’s MYP fir the {1962-63 season. o i .
“Miller played hasebull one year at Wisconsin. hirting .333 and playing second base. Because & shoulder injury
in high schoo} hmited his thyowiny ebilay, be pave up basehall alter one senson ty concentrate gn basketball.
His athletic career then continued in 4 different sport as he fook wp handbell {four-waliy and in fus first year,
he won the North and South Carolina Open Singles Championship. He went on o win numersas singles tides
throughout the Southeast. including two natienal singles age group championships. He finally ended his com-
petitive eareer in 1996 at the age of 62.

Mike Sherwood (Athiete - 19605)

Mike Skerwood {Bellaire High Scheol. Class of 1967). This soft-spoken athletic
great rates with Bellaire High's all-time stalwarts in both football and baskethall.

He guarterbacked the 1966 B3g Heds to 2 9-1 season as a senior for cosch Don Anlt.
T vernaing argnably one of the best prep rrid teams in Ohio Valley history. Sherwood
Ted the OVAC with 20 TD passes that fall as he completed 73 of 110 passes for a 66.4
percentage and amassed more than 1 400 yards with un!{ four interceptions.

He was just as impressive on the hardwood for legendary couch Claire Cribbs. The
swmbshmzjn]g 6-1 guard was a two-year staner for the Big Reds and surpassed the
1.000-poini plaieau while earning All-Ohio honors. He averaged 25.3 points a gare in
leading the Big Reds to a 17-4 record. As a junior, he averaged 23 points per game, He
imu in a coreer-high, ond school-record, 59 potnts sgainst Guernsey Steet tivai St

ok Cantral, He wat also selevied for the Ohic Nerth-South Basketball Classic.

Following his illusirious prep carcer, Sherwood accepted a fuothall scholarship to West Virginia
University, where his father earlier played. After competing on the freshman team, he starred at quarerback
for three fensons. As s sophomore, be tussed for some 2,000 yands while establishing 2 scheol recond with
416 yards against rival Pitt, completing 27 of 37 passes. He fintshed the year ranked LD in the nation, aver-
agin l’iﬁrssing vards & game. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that full, Sherwood Jed the Mosntaineers i 2
28-7 record in his three years, including a 10-1 mark and a Peach Bow] win his senior season, He still ranks
among WYL career leaders in total o ense.rnssmg yards, pass completions and m‘.r.np.s,TD passes, pass-
ing efficiency and completion percentage. He wag selecied to play in the 1970 Blue-Gray {ame and won
the Ira E. Rodgers Award the same year, Sherwood was also selected All-East l;y UPLin 1970, A member of
the All-Time WYL 1950-6% Era regm, Sherwood was inducted into the WYL Sports Halt of Fame in 1997.

After gradaation, he stayed on oz WU and was a graduate assistant for Bobby Bowden and Frank
Cignewti, He went 1o Bethuny College to serve as offensive coordinator from 1974-78 under his high school
coach, Don Ault. Sherwomd returned to his prep alma mater, serving as the Biy Keds’ head coach from 1980.
84, mfmtcnng a26-12-2 recoml. He was named Bastern District Coach of the Year in 1982, He became the
school’s athletie director in 1984 and is currently the high school principal.

Terry Snively (Athlete - 19605)

Terry Suiveh Si'_’nwhutan Ill%ia‘School. 19663 This all-round athlete starred in four
sports for the Indians. He established an_Ohio Valiey foothall modem singie season
record by enmassing 222 points, weinding 39 rouchdowns, his semior seasont. The quick-
footed rimning back finished with 358 Tareer points, Snively was named Ohio's UPI
Clasy A Back 0f the Year in 1965, He was an Al-OVAC honaree as @ junior and senior
while garnering All-Eastern Ohio and Al-Valley Iaurels.

Cajttain of the Indians’ football, baseball and track teams, He also was a four-year ler.
terman in hasketball. stasting his Iast three seasons. Snively averaged bever than 24

mmts & game 5 each of fus linal (wo seasons and {inished his career with 1,146 points.

e was thind ream A-Ohio as a senior and lirst team AH-DVAC g5 a junior and senior.

Springtime a1 Powhatan saw Smvely do double duty, starring in baseball and track,
He was & talented pitcher and outlielder in the diamond sport for {our years. He helped ..
the indlans o a pair of Ohio state toumament berths, incivding winning the state Class A crows i his fresh-
man season whah he batted 315 ay leadoff hitter, Powhatin High laanched & track program in bis sophemore
seasont. He was the QVAL 100-yard, 2X-yang and !ori;f{}umg champion as a junior and cqualified for the state
wmeet m the 1K), He hokds the schoo! records in the 100 1101, 200¢23.4) and long jump (1%-5).

Alter his storied four-spart career, he accepted a footbal schlﬁarshxp 0 West Virginia University, where
he was im |mgacl player i the defensive backfield as a three-year starier. He was selevted o the All-Time
WYL 1950-69 Erd team, L o Lo . .

After eaming his WV diploma, he u{i!ed o remain In athletics in his anive Ohio Valley, Spively cut his
canching teeth at Bellaire High. Thitng hiy six-vear siint with the Bip Reds, he was 2 fooiball aidé to Juke
Olsavsk} and served as head Baskethallend basehal] coach for five veds. He leg Bellaire v
al crowns i hoops while %uimng a district title (1974) eng OVAC L'ham]pgnnsiu (19761 in II, Snive
matriculried to Shadyzuie High &y head baskethall coach Jor two vears, His 1978-7 teum won & district title
znd OVAU crown, [0 (hat season. he was named distncr coach of the year. Snively kit Tigertown for River
High. where he served as head football coach for 23 seasons, During that quarter of a cenriry, his 1997 team
wegt 10-0 and won an (VAL Litle while his teams made the Ohio plavoffs in 1993 and 1997 % ﬁivi!)i' eoached
i the GVAC All-Star Garne nwice while also eoaching the Ohio Norh-South Game #1994, In 2003, Snively
recerved the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl Hamill Award.

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (mtete - 19705)

John Fifliez {Magnolia High School, 1673). The first DVAC athlete to earn ALL-W. Va,
first team honors in football, basketball and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving
recond ui Marshall Universiiy.

Nicknamed “Fuzzy” beeaise of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles’ wide reeeiver-
defensive back led the Ohlo Valley in pass receiving yards his last two seasons and ended
his eareer with 81 catches for 1A34 yands gmd 16 toachdowns in regular season play. In
fiis senior season, Magpofis went 102 with o sttte Class AA roonerup finish o
Ravenswood,

He teamed with Magnolia's all-state quarterback Brian Book ta lead the W. Va, All-
Stars lo 2 victory over Uhiv in the annual OVAC All-Star game at Wheeling Island.

In basketbell, the guard averayed 19 points & game and eamed all-state honors after the Blue Eagles were
state “AA" runnerup to Gary.

I basebull, the outfielder batted 352 and completed his all-star trifecta with All-Valley, and all-state
Toncrs i thive gons,

Recruited for foothall by Marshiall, West Virginia, Visginia Tech, Pitt and Penn State, the 5-11, 175-pounder
signed early with WV, but opted for Marshall where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four
siraight years and set school records with 168 catches for 1,954 yards and 14 TDs. His reception total ranked,
at the time, eighth among all-time NCAA Division | receivers. Stanting four years. he set a then-NCAA record
by catching passes in 42 straizht games. He broke the mark set by Heisman Trophy winner Iohnay Kodgers
Trom Nebraska, Automobile bumper stickers supperting the pulice showed up at Fierd pames, where they had
a different meaning. They read: *} Love the Fuzz.” The team co-vaptain was a two-time All-Amenica honor-
able mention choice and a first team Nationa! Independent All-Star honoree,

Fitliez also was selected as the state Amateur Athlete of the Year jn 1976. In 1985, he was Inducted into the
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fome. Filliez cumremtly resides iz Delaware, Ohic.

Lance Mehl (Athlete - 19705}

Lance Mehi {Belluire High School, Class af 1976). A three-spon 1eam capiein for
the Big Reds, Mehi was also an All-Valley footbali Bnebacker and basebali first bass-
man as well 2s 4 center in basketball,

He earned AH-Ohio football honors for codch Jake Olsavsky while serving as co-
caprain of the $975 tearm which went 9-1. He played in the Olio North-South game in
Columbus snd tirmed in s sparkling defensive effort for the South all-gtars,

Recrulted by Penn State University for football, he vas cited by eoach Joe Paterng
2nd defensive coondinator Jerry Sandusky as Yone of the best inside linebackers™ ever
1o play for ‘Linghacker U,

Mehl was the leading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Nittany Lion team which bowed
0 Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bow] and probably cost PSU from belng declared national champlon. In that
gerie, he led Lion defenders with 17 steps, including 11 unassisted tackles.

Aer that junior season, he was named the “Man of the Year™ hy the Upper Ohio Valiey Dapper Dan Club
and is one of only three college athletes to receive that hener.

The PSU defensive co-captain also led the Lions in tackles as a senior and earncd second team All-
America honors by The Associated Press and United Press International.

Meh! was deafred in the NFLs third round by tue New York Jets and played nine years before his career
wak cit] short with 8 recuting knee infury,

He was the Jets’ leading defender from 1982-86 before a koee injury, The Jets” defensive signal-caller
recortded 172 total tackles (185 solos and 67 assists) in 1984, [n 1983, he intercepicid sevan passes and picked
off 15 career interceptions.

Meh] was sclected 1o the Pro Bowl after the 1985 season when he recorded 115 tackles. 43 assists und
three pass interveptions.

After his NFL career ended. he teturned 1o the Ohio Valley and resides in 51, Clairsville.

Dee Davis (Athlete - 1980s)

Deg Davis (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 19811, The first OVAC girls’ ath-
Iete to cam first team AW, Va. honors three times set Okio Valley and state scoring
records which remain on the books alter a quarter of a century. Overall, she set three
OV ond three W, Va. scoring standards.

A three-year Wheeling Park standowt, she scored a school record 1,854 points includ-
ing 716 for a 32.5 average as a senior. She was named state “Player of the Year™ and
captain of the Class AAA all-state team for the 1980 season. She scored a school-record
55 points vs. Weirton Madonna and set a state tournament Class AAA scoring record
which remains on the books afier 27 years, She tallied 43 points vs, Greenhrier East as
a suphomore in 1978, In two state toumament games that year, she scored 76 points
inchuding 13 of 14 free throws.

Travis Jed Park to o state Class AAA runner-ip spot as a senior when she also chatted 104 steals, 7) assists
and 87 reboumds. After the season. she was MVP in the state North-South pame where she scored 30 poinis.
She earned All-Amenca mention in Street & Smith's and Converse magadings.

At Park, Pavis also stamed as 1 piicher-shonistop on the first varsity sofiball teams sod camed ail-state
recognition frow the W, Va, Coaches Association.

She signed & basketball scholarship to Tennessee Tech where she played for two seasons before finishing
her college career at West Virginia University, In her two seasons with the Mountaineers, she served as team
co-captain in 1986 with Georgeann Whlls, the first woman to dunk in a college haskerball game. In Duvis”
junior season, WYL recorded s second-ever Z0-win season with o 20-10 mark,

She also played basketball with a 1.5, All-Star teum in England and scored 130 peints for g 714 average

Diavis has completed her §3th year as head girls’ basketball caach a1 her abma mater Park. She has guided
the Patriots into six state loumaments apd won back-to-back Class AAA championships in 199899 and
became the first fersale o win the all-spons "OVAC Coacd of the Year™ award, The Whzeling residens sl
coaches sofiball.

Brian Swisher (atiete - 1980}

Brian Swivher (Sistersville High School, Class of $582) The 3-7, 145-pound
dynamo became the fist dieee-thine flrst wam AN-W. Va. foothall honores {n Tyler
Cudun;)' as hie Jed Sistersville High to back-to-back state Class A championships in 1980
gnd "R1,

Swisher led the Tigers to a £3+4) record in 1981 as be set an Chio Valley and W. Vu,
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns (recelving, rushing, returns) and
136 puints. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as state player of the year and
was accorded the Hunt Award as stae Lineman of the Year.

He set senson and earger pass recejving marks in the Ohio Valley ot averaged 392
yards on kickofT returns and 20.2 yands on puat retums, Be ulse was prodactive on end-cround rushing plays.

Swisher, who set an OV reeord by catching passes in 36 consecitive gamss — every game he stared. His
career regular season totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yards and 23 TDs.

He led the OV in regular seasen pass receiving yaeds for 7980 (681 yards on 47 catehes) amd 1981 (906
yards and 14 TDs on 53 meeptions). As a sophomore. he Janded 26 passes for 582 yards.

Swisher was a three-tine AL-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virginia three times,

In the spring, he competed in track as a 10 and 200-meter sprinter. Jomg jumper and relay member, He
waon eight irudividual medals in three state Class AA meets — a first in the {00 as a sophomere, six seconds
szl @ thisd, and was 2 member of a first iﬂace 4x 159 relay 1eam. He tied a state meet AA I0(-meter meord
with 2 $0.9-second mark in the 1981 triahs.

He sipned a foothall scholarship with Manshadl University and pluyed four seasens. inchiding three vears
2s u staning wide reeiver. He landed 106 passes from 1982.83 for 1 817 yands and 14 toeckdowns, He was
Marshail's tading reveiver i 1983 with 32 catehes for 560 yards and three scores. He oiso was o Herd track
sprinier.

F‘-Sui.»hx: carently resides in Lewis Conter. Ohio,
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Joey Galloway (Athlete - 19905)

{Bedlaire High School, Class of 1990). This Big Reds’ four-spons per-
former has excefled on the prep, collegiate and Kmfwssional levels

e mercrv-hecled wide receiver was an All-Chio gridder for coach John Magisio
before a spakling career at Ohiio State University, After his Scatlett & Gray days,
Ginlluway Wwas a {irst round draft piek by the Seattle Seahawks of the Nationst Foothizll

Joey Gaﬂ‘uwaf;lr

League.

{_%a!lmmy rewrpte the Ohio Valley record books for pass receiving yands with 2,332 and
toechdown receprions with 27. He ended with 108 carcer catches. The 5-9 explosive game-
breaker helped fead the Big Reds 1o the OVAC 2-A football title Izisdjuniur =E%I_jjniz[1gmg an
integral rofe in the 9-1 campaign, He landed 43 passes fur 973 yards and 13 Ts that fai2, .
ﬁinl oway was a three-time AILOVAC and All-Valley honoree and was named Al-Okio second team in Division

[ as a senior.

In haskethall, he was just as dominating as a point puard. Galloway was a starier for three straight OVAC
championship feams for dosch Gene Avmitiante, He earned AILOVAC, All-Valley and All-Ohio honors.

The springtime saw Galloway serve the Big Reds as an infielder on the basebail diamond, but it was on the
oval where he mads an even bigger impact. Galloway claimed the state Division 1 160-meter and 200 state sprint
titles as a senior,

The Bellaire Buller then took his amazing athleric skills to Columbus. staring for John Cooper cn the grid-
iron. He was honored as an All-Big Ten wide receiver as a junior--a season in which he grabbed 47 passes for
944 yards. His career totals at Ohio State were 108 receptions for 1.894 yands and 19 Ths, Galloway finished
wiihi 2,754 all-purpose vards and was the team’s eo-captain in 1994, He was oz AH-Big Ten Academic hopone
in 1991, 1993 and 1994 whils eamed the National Foothall Foundation Scholarship I {994, He eamed a degmee
in husiness/marketing. N

Galloway was the eig:hxh m‘era!ldpick inthe 1694 NFL Drzft. He played five seasons with the Seahawks, catch«
ing 283 passes for 4 457 yards and 37 TDs. In his best season in Seattle, he collared 'Jlgasses for 1049 yands
and 12 TDs. He tefr Seattie for the Daltas Cowboys and is now a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Class
0

2006

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Matt Gaudio (Amlete - 1950s)

Mant Gaudin (Brooke High School, Class of 199%). This fluid athlete dominated
1 the West Virginia prep hardwood as he was a four-year starter for the Bruins.

He concluded kis sparkling Brooke career by heing named the W, Va. “Player of
the Year” as well as the Gatorade state “Player of the Year™ in 1991. The 6-7 forward
paced Brooke 1o reconds of £9-4,22-4, 16-T and 18-7 for a fouryear carver mark of
75-22,

Gaudie was 2 two-time all-state Class AAA honoree and twice named to the all-
state lpurnament team. He averaged 17.9 points and 10.1 rebonads as a sophomore
and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm as a junior while
averaghg 11 rebounds,

Gawdio capped his seperb prep career with n brilliant senior campaipn. He averaged 24.3 points and
grabbed 13.4 rebounds to repeat as AN-OVAC, All-Vailey and All-W. Va. honors while being neconded
honorable mention All-America. He was the fiyst Bruin 1 cam first 2eam all-state in boys' baskethall,
Cizudio surpassed the 1000 mark in career poinis (1.874) and cateer rebounds (1,108), botls Bavin reconds.

He opted to continue his academic and athletic caresr st Penn State University, where he was plagued
by chronic back problems which required surgery. In spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endured to tum
in a solid cazeer. During his redshin sophomore season, he averaged 9.4 points and 4.7 reboumds o game
and was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Muost [nspirational Player Awasd.

The following year, he served as student assistant coach while completing his Hberat ams degres with
an emphasis on architecture, He retumed to play as a senior 2nd was second on the seam in seoring with
a 13.1 averaged while collected 6.4 rebounds a game during a 23-7 seeord season.

Cal Giffin (ovac Family)

Cal Giffin (Bellaire High Sehool, Class of 1947). One of the lependary figures
imvolved in the sport of Bigh school track and cross country in the OVAC.

During his 17 years employed 2s a wacher and coach in the Bellaire City Schiool
District, Giffin was one of the founders and the director of the famed Bellaire Relays.
During its 52-year history, the Bellaire Relays atracted many of Ohic's greatest sthletes
o the Nelson Field. At one time, the Bellaire Relays was recogrized as the second-
largest rrack event in the Buckeye State, His teams won five OVAC and district track
championships. During his reign, the Big Reds won 58 dusliriangolar rrack meets. Also
while at Bellaire. he served as an ossistant coach in foothell and baskethalt.

Giffin's time-consuming work and contrbutions to the Ohlo Valley Athletic
Conference included a term s president {1973-74) and commissioner of the foothali ard basketball officials.
He direcied many major OVAC track meets and o honor his efforts, the league championships in lrack and
field were renamed as the OVAC Cal Giffin Classic, He was a merber of the Eastern Distoet of the Oftio
Athletic Board, the Ohio High School Coaches Assuciation, the Ohio Football Coaches Asseciation and the
National Collegiate Track and Field Coaches Assoctation. He was voted into the Ohio State Frack Coaches
Hall of Fame in 1972, Giffin was presented 1wo awands of merii from the OHSAA and. following his death in
1975, he was selected for a posihumous Alumai Achievement Awand by West Liberty State College. Giffin
served the Eastern Ohio Coarhes Association as president as well as being the stane viee president for the Ohio
Association of Track Coaches.

Athletically, Cal was o three-sport lenesman (foothall, basketball and rrack) at Bellaire High, He played on
the first Bix Reds’ football team to win an OVAC championship (1946). He also played @ the Ohjo-West
Virgimia All-Star Football Game in 1947, Giffin's career also led Bim 1o the Martins Ferry School District
wheze he was the sunervisor of elementary and secondary education, From there, he became the ;rrinckpal of
St. Clairsville High Schoul and later served as superintendent of die St Clairsville-Richland School Diserict.
He received his BLA, in Education from West Liberty in 1951 and his Master of Arts Degree in schoel admin-
isiration from WU in 1967,

Ron Mauck (OVAC “Family’)

Ron Mauck (Bridgeport High Schoal, Class of 19381, Educator, administrator, com-
munity leader, Maucﬁ I!:)s been director of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. ene of the
{arpest high schood events of its kind in the entive country. since 1979, This highly. Eani-
ed championship was renamed s the Ron Mauck OVAL Wrestling Tournament in 2006,

A pupil of the late Gearge Kovalick. an OVAC Hall of Famer and considered 1o be the
pattanch of high scheol wrestler in the Ohlo Valley, Mauck also established the confer-
ence s dual meet championship standings in 1971 and directed five W.Va, state toums-
ments ot the Wheeling Civic Center inow WesBanco Arena). Three times. he served as a
volustedr on the sw.ﬁér‘or NAIA and NCAA Division I championships (hosted hy West
Libery State College) held in Whesling. In addition to his dutics with the conference mat
touament, Manek' was a long-time member of the Rudy Momley OVAC Charity All-
Star Foothall Classic, He was assistant game director amd liter served as pame director trom 1993 through 1998,

“The Bridgeport High aod West Liberty State College graduate, who earned his master’s in safety education,
began his teaching mid coaching caster in 1965 a1 Follanshes High Schooi where he stared the school’s varsi
1y wrestling program and coached the sehools only individual state champion (Lov Daly). While at Follansbee,
Mauck coached joha Craig, a first-lime wrestler a3 4 senior in 1965 whu went on 1o became i All-American
at West Libersy amd liter was one of the area’s outstanding coaches before becoming an administrator, When the
conselidated Brooke High School vpened in 1968, Ron was named to coach the wrestling team where he tutored
the Bruing' first West Virginia mat champ in lim Suddoth. Before retiring after a 34-year career in education,
Mauck served Brooke as director of the schood's Driver's Education Departinent, Physical Plant Direcror,
Assist Athletie Director and Athletic Director. In addition to having the OVAC Wrestling Toumament
renamed in his honor, Mauck lso was presented the “Mr. Mar™ Awand 1n 1985, He was named the W, Va,
Wiestling Coaches Man of the Year (19871 apd received recufniiitm awands from the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper PBan Club (1985 and 19973 W. Va. Athletic Director of the Year (1993). Mauck twice was selected
Warwood Eiens Citizen of (e Year, winner of the H.V. Coraran, St Award (3001) and a member of the Brooke
County Walt of Fame (2006). He 1s past president of the W. Va. Safety Association, the Bridgepors Alumni and
Warwood Junior High Athletic Association,

Boyd Nelson (Media)

Beyd Nelson (Beliaire High School, Class of $945). Nelson spent 4] yeas as a
{)hntogmp}wr with The Tames Leader in Martins Ferry. Fellow staffers and friends
iave calied him a pioneer, a legend and, perhaps, the greatest will ambassador
in the newspapes s history. His work behind the camera, according to many area high
sehoot coaches, help bring the sports woeld alive so the readers of The Times Leader.
Nelson. a guiet. unassuming man, let his camera do is talking for him. No assign.
ment wis 10 big nor toe menigl for Nelson, who had the umxmuni(y to take pictures
of seven L1.5, presidents from Hamy ‘Truman theugh Ronald Reagan. Nelson chrori-
cled nearly every major heppening throughout the Ghio Valley and was o {amiliar .
and mich-weloome face at migh sfl’xoul‘ college and professional games and matches
from the start of his career in the Jate 19403 until his retirement in 1988, As was pointed out at the ime of
bis death in 2003, there wasn™t o gynmasium, football ficld or baseball diemond in The Times Leader s cov-
erage area where Nelson didn’t cnrymre the exploits af athietes of all ages and abifities. Among the future
eseional greats he covered included baseball hall of famers Phil Niekro and Bill Mazeroskis haskethal]

i of famer John Havlicek, Toe Nickro, Tim Spencer. Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Dougles and
Allan Hornyak, just a to mention a faw,

Boyd™s devotion (e iy work also made him a wle model and an ianimiun 1o aspiring and seasoned pho-
tographers alike. Nelson shunned the limelight throughout his life despite the urgings of co-workers and
admirers lo enter his pictures in statewide competition. As a result, he was bypassed for many pwards that
sasily would have come his way. However, United Press Interational began preseiting awands 1o newspa-
Rtr and mogazine photographers in the earty 1970s and the very first honoree was none other than Bovd

elson. When The Times Leader published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohie in 1999, the book was dedi-
cated to Netsan, a lifelong Belmont County resident. He began his career following a stint in the 1.5, Navy.
He served a stint in the Philippines during World War IL After returning home, Nelson attended Ohlo
University for & year. However, after being hined 03 n swumner e by The Fimes Leader, e never retursied
to college and made photography his lifetime profession,

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Coaches)

Paut “Bud” Billiard (Wellsturg High School, Class of 1959). Head couch m Brooke
High School for 23 seasons (1979-2001) where he compiled a recond of 185 wins. 79
dedeats end ¢ e, During this sgan. Billiard's Bruins won three West Yirginia Class
AAA state championships ~ 1985, 1987 and 19%). His {987 and "0 powerbouses
recorded perfect recond seasens and hoth were nationally ranked. The 1987 team fin-
ished 35tk in the country while the 1990 squad ended up i 23rd place, In 1994, Brooke
also ended the campaign with a 10-0 recond bt lost in the state playoffs, Fifleen of hiy.
23 Brain teams participated ift the post-season playotfs and seven made the siate cham-

ionship pame. Alse, Bitliard coached the green and gold to seven OVAC Class AAAA
givisim championships. He coached in two Rudy Mumlbey OVAC Charity All-Star
Foothall games and in three West Virginia North-5outh Games. He was among the founding members and
past president of the Ohio Valley Foothall Coaches Association for whom he also was chainnan of the
rroup's annual awards dinner. He nlso assisted in organizing the OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights.
3 llinnl s Brooke coaching career also included eight years &5 an assistant in foothall, two years o8 a wrestling
assistant, six years a5 heasd wiestling cosch and tiree vears 28 head wack coach. Prior 1o Brooke, he spent
four yedrs a5 an assistant in foohal at Wheeling Central, two years as a volunteer essistant in wrestling and
three years a8 head rack coach.

While attending Wellshure High Schoot, he played four years of foothall and lettered three years. serving
s team capiain in 1938, He played baseball three veass. exming two letters. At West Libenty State College,
Ritliard was a four-year varsiy letterman in football playing on both the offensive and defensive lines. After
his junior sezson, he eamed first-team Al-WVIAC lausels,

Among his awards ar: Ohio Velley, OVAC and West Virginia Coach of the Yeur;
Dapper Dan Man of the Year; Carl Hamill Coaching Award: Steubeaville Moose Lnd%: vach of the Year;
West Libenty State College Athletic Hall of Famne; 2008 Okio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame inductee;
H.V. Corcoran Sr. Award for the Brocke foothall progeam hringing nationat attention to the Obio Valley: and
2 2005 reeipient of the West Virginta Athletic Coaches Association’s Retired Coaching Awanl.

Lépper Ohio Vitley

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Coaches)

Rickard “Lefty” Hall {Bamesville High School. Class of 1959). Hall was one of
he most successful two-sport coaches (baseball/golf) in OVAC history, eompiling a
whopping 1,116 victorics over 3 3d-year span.

He began his hasebail coaching career at Powhatan High School for a year before
taking the same post at St, Clsirsville High School. In his 33 years with the Red
Devils (19069-2001), his tcams amassed an outstanding 313-320 record.

With “Lefty™ calling the shots from the dugout, 5. Claimville won seven OVAC
champlonships and made five Ohio High Schont Athlete Ausociation regional tour-
nament appearances {978, 1982, 1986, (990 and 1997). The Red Devits advenced
te the state towmnamnent “Final Four™in 1997. 8t. Clairsville also won five Eastern Ohio Baseball League
titles under Hall's guidance.

Hall zs named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from the Eastern
District three times, 1990, 1993 and 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno All-Star
Series in 1997, A true baseball “jankie,” Hall was inducted into the Ohio High School Baseball Coaches
Hali of Fame in 1996 anl was named the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame “Man of the Year* in 1999,

Hall coached six players who signed professional basehall contracts. the list including Gerry Craft,
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barohoise, Foe Slavik and Joe Dudek.

In golf, “Lefty” couched St Clairsville for 27 years (1974-20063 , finishing with a 601-123 record. He
had thiee unbeatan 1eams and also inored theee squads tha advanced te the Ohio state tournament. The
Red Devils alse collscted 14 OVAC golf championships.

Hall, a life-long resident of Bamesville, lettered in basehall and tmck while performing for the
Shamrocks. He graduated from Ohio University.
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Warren Pugh (otriciats)

Warren “Nooekie™ Pugh (The Linsly Schoe!, Class of 19201, The Wheeling sland
resident who died in 1983 at the age of 81 served the coaching und officiating profession
\'erxwell and aiso was an outstanding contribuor to his contnines,

s an official, Pugh served as a footbatl utd basketball referce for over 40 vews. in
football, he warked i both bigh schoo! and college, including the West Virginia
lﬂten‘uI!chuT.c Athletic Conference and West Virginia University. Piu and Penn State, &
basketbat] official for more than 40 years, Pugh officiated hiph school and college con-
tests. In 1933 and 1934, he worked the entire West Virginia siate high schoo! basketball
toumanient, his partners being Jodge Paul Camilletti the first year and Dink Westfall the
secopd vear, Pugh and John Giott of Bluelield biew the whistle for ali 11 games of the
first WVIAC tournament held n 1933 &2 Fairmont. Pugh served as president of toth the
Ghie Valley Board of Football and Baskethall Officials. He also was the referee of the famned Bellaire Relays
for many years end was later named as the meet’s honorary referee. He was also honored for bis service by tge
Shadysidé Relavs and the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission, Pugh conducied officials’
clinics in several spurts and winte a newsgla T series on officiating. Pagh also was 4 Red Cross instructor in water
safety and life-saving for over 50 years. In Bis youth, he was peeognized 26 a tri-state diving champion and was
knenin to many rpm;gle in Whesling for diving off the Suspension Bridge into the Ohio River. He performed
that feat for the first time on Labor Day during the state £xir held when he was a teenuger. He repeated that dive
on several uther ocensions during his youth, He coached swimming at his slma rmater The Linsly School for
nearly three decades, guiding the Cadets 1o 26 OVAT championships, including 25 in a tow,

Pugh was also s tremendous athlete. especially as a football player. He attended Alderson-Broaddus Collere
in Philippi for two vears and ?}aycd football hefore tmnsfemring 1o Davis & Elkins Colleps where was a stellar
fuliback and centerfor Hall of Fame Coach Cam Hendersen. Shice eligibility riekes never teally existed in those
days, Pugh played four years at DEE. His community service inciided IS vears a5 Wheeling's Recreation
Dirgctor, two terms as Ohio C(mnfiy Sheriff and six vesis as an Ohio County Commissioner, Pugh was induct-
oid into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame (1950} the Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame (1584) and
now the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame.
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Bob Gain (Aihlete - 19405)

Bob Gain (Welr High School, Class of $947) An all-time great on the high schoal,
college and professional levels. he stasted his foothal! career for the Red Riders and
twice carned first team AIMOVAC honors 25 a lineman und was horored on the 1946 All-
W Va. selections.

In 1969, he was selected as a *Modem Fra’ defensive tackle on an Al-Tise Ohio
Valley football tearm selected by The Tmelligeneer newspaper, [z 2003, he was lonored
on an All-Time W.Va. high school team selected by The Fairmont Times newspaper.

At Weir High, he was the larpest all-state hororee at 6-2, 2H-pounds and was 2 two-
wuy tackle as well o5 hamdling puntng and kickoff daties. His Inte coach Card Hamill
wever singled out his beet Red Rider football product but always stanied his st with Guin, a four-yewr staster
and his most honored protége,

Ciain is reganded a5 the greatest lineman in iniverzity of Kenmcky, where he vas a three-time All
Southeastern Conference henoree and 4 two-time first teamn All-America cheice in 1939 and 1950, As a sen-
ior, he won the Outland Tiophy as the nation’s outstanding linerman, the first from the SEC so honored. and
ane af enly two from the Ohiu Valiey. The other Qutland Trophy honoree was the University of lowa’s Calvin
Jones from Steubenvitie High. Playing for the legendary Pag) “Bear™ Bryane at Kenmeky, the Wildoats were
33102 in Gain's four seasons and ke was co-captain of the 10-1 recond team that tpset national champion
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bow?, Gain was the No. 5 choice - the highest ever for an GVAC athlete - in
the first umd of the 1931 NFL Draft by the Green Buy Packers. However, he opted for Oftawa in the CFL
hefore starting & 12.yeur NFL career with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was 2 staner on
three NFL championship wams usder legendary coach Pal Brown in 1954, 1955 and {964,

The Cleveland srea resident has been mducted inte seven Halls of Fame - College Foothall, West Virginia
Sports, Lipper Ghie Valley Dapper Dan. University of Kentucky. Cleveland and Akron Halls and Cleveland
Browns' Legends Hall,

Phil Niekro (Adlete - 1950s)

Phif Niekro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1957). The Baseball Hall of Famer ot
his athletic start with the Bulldogs where he was a three-sport performer. Besides base-
bail, he was o foothall end and basketball forwand and 4 seammate of fellow OVAC Hall
of Famer Jehn Haviicek.

Nicknamed “Knucksle™ because of his staple pitch, the kntckleball. which be leamed
from his father, Niekro was a four-year Buildog pitcher with a 17-1 career record. His
anly loss was 10 o Tiltonsville in 1954, his freshman year, when fellow Baseball and
OVAC Hall of Famer Bill Mazeroski hit ihe game-winning home run. The 1955 Bulldoy
team shared the East Ohio League title with Martins Ferry. In a 9-4 Ohio sectionat tour-
nament win over St John's, Nickro waon the game in relief 2nd belied o two-nm single, Rridgeport, however,
wis halted in the finals by Shadyside, a team twice defeated by the Bulldogs. In 1956, Niekso and the Bulldogs
defeated Steubenville Central, 71, in the Class A district tourmament after sectional wins over Barnesviile amd
St Clairsville, Bridgeport bowed to East Liverpool in the district finals. As a senior. Niekm tossed a four-hit-
ter and struck out 16 in a 4.2 win over Steubenville Central for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He eailier hured an
8.2 win over Bast Liverpeol in the Class AA distdict semifinals, Unbesten Steubenville Central halted
Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals.

Niekro, who wlso played for the Bridgepost Lepion team and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, was
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a $500 bonus at a 1958 tryout camp in Bellaire.

T 1964 he stasted o 24-year major league carcer with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Tndians
and Teronto Blue Jays. He had a 318-274 career record while appearing in 864 pames and suiking ow 3,342
batters, eighth ou the all-time charts. He huged o ne-hitter and won five Gold Gloves and was named to five
AN-Star teams. The Braves honored him by erecting s bronze statue ig front of their home stadium and. in
1597 he was inducied into the Baseball Hall of Fame, He resides in the Atlanta aren.

Lee Patrone (ahiete - 19505)

Lee Patrone (Bellaire Hiph Schoul, Class of 19563, For 50 years, Patrone was the ail-
sime leading career scover in Big Reds” history with { 842 points in three seasons. He led
Bellaire High to three straight sectiona] titles with won-lost marks of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23.5 amd 32.9 points per pame each season. His 27.1 point career
average remains a schoo! record.

The two-lime first team AILLOVAC honoeree, and an Afl-Ghie first team honoree by
‘The Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 carser games over
20 points, inclading all 23 as a senfor. and he had 28 stright games in which ke scored
at least 20 points.

He zilied 54 points twice in a game in 1936, Including his final game while playing with @ injured Jod
apainst Martins Femry in the district oumament litle game. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, while surviving a limping
Patrone’s hereics. Exdicr, against a Bridgeport team featuring Baskethall and OVAC Hall of Famer John
Havlicek, he converied 25 goals. His 299 goals in a season remains a school standard,

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guard enrotled ar West Virginia Erniversity in 1957 and Jed
the 1958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point nonm. A member of the 1959 NCAA runner-up team led by
All-American Serry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoring with a 14.2 per game norm and was
named 1o three all-oumament reams: NCAA regional, Southeri Conference and University of Kentucky, A
Virginia sportswriter described him o “good enpugh to be cocky and cocky enough o be pood,”

As nsenior, he was a thind team All- America honoree by Helms Foundation. He ended his career with 128
points ~ then seventh best in WV history.

After gradusntion. he taughi and coached five seasons at Wintersville High School where his first 1969 leam
went 14-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. After reriring, he refocated w his cusrent home in Florida,

Boeb Hummel (Athlete - 1960s)

Bob Hunnnell (Moundsvilie High Schoul, Class of 1966). This 6 fi. 3 guard was a
scoring machine for Moundsville High Schoot before taking his vast hoop talents to West
Virginia University.

Hummell finished his steliar four-year prep career with { 941 points, goed fora 22.6
per game average, That average stifl anks sixth among Ciass AAA players in ihe state,

His senior year was vag fur the nreond books at the Marshall County school. He poured
in B97 points in 25 games for a 35.9 average, which is tied for the highest average in
Class AAA archives.

Moreover, his scoring antics tanshated into team success as Moundsville finished as
state msnerup in Chiss AAA, the whool's first stare final sinee 1920, Hummell torched
Richwood for 45 markers in the state semifinal game. He established the Moundsvifle single-game scoring
ek with 33 poiets i 2 win against Follanshee. Hummell was chosen as the West Virginia “Player of the Year™
by the Morgantown Touchdown Club while also being named captain of the Class AAA afl-state tears, all-
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All-Americn, He also way a top-noteh basebail player for Moundsville, caming
sevond-ieam all-state honors as a pitcher.

Following his glorious stay ut !troundsvillm Huminell joined the WV hoop squad and he wasted to tine in
making his presence felt. Hummell led the WV frush team in scoring with a 24 2 average, including a 45 -
point outburst against Maryland and 41 against Duguesnse. In those days, freshman were neligible by NCAA
nules from playing on the varsity level.

He went on (o average 12.9, L35 and 14.0 gcinm a game the following three seasons. 21l of which he served
the Mountaineers as a starter. Hummell was the team’s captain bi senior season,

Hummell totaled 1,137 points in his WVU carcer, placing him seventh in school annals ot the time his career
ended in 1970, he was an adept free throw shouter. hitiing st an $0.7 clip for his carcer. Hummell — who had
14 games of 20 or mote peints - was selected to the 1966-73 all-time WVU hoop team.

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 1960s)

Harry Wilson (Steubenvilie High School, Class of 1963). This former Big Red star
ranks with the elite running backs in OVAC history.

His gridiron carcer 2t Steubenville was nothing shent of spectacular. His ability to
carry the feetball took him to a starring rofe at the University of Nebraska and 4 short
stint with the NFL's Philadelphiz Eagles.

The 3 i 11, 190-pounder was also a salety and kick retumer for Big Red. but
rushing the football is what Wilson did best.

He carried the Big Red 10 4 9-1 mark Bis senbor season, 8 campaign i which Qe
Jefferson County charges pocheted a prized 14-8 win over heralded Massilion. Wilson
paced the Ohio Valley in both rushing yards and scoring with 1,756 infanry steipes and 23 touchdowns. The
former standard is a modem day school record for a 10-game campaign.

His achievements garnered him Ohlo “Back of the Year” designation by both the AP and UPL in Class AA,
which was the largest class back then. He was named first team al}-Ohjo vd » Schelastic Coach AR-American.
Wilsen was almosi as dominating his junior year. The “Steubenville Stomper” rushed for 1586 yards and
scored 24 touchdowns and 168 poinzs in L0 games. He was sefected firstseam all-Ohio by AP gs a safety while
also earning ail-OVAC and all-Valley laurels.

Wilten — who was also nicknamed “Lighthorse™ enjoyed a spurkling career at Nebraska, He ledd the
Combuskers in rushing his junior and senior seasons, finishing his career with §.702 yan!s and a stellar 3.0 per
caTy average.

He was nametl unanimous sil-Big Eight as a senior and honorable mention Al-America by UP). He has the
distinction of playing in three mzjor bowl games — Cotton, Orange and Segar.

After his playing days in Lincoln, Witson was selected in the thind round of the 1967 NFL draft by the
Eagles. He spens three years with the tewrms 05 a buckup running back andd kick rerurmer.

Ed Burgy (athies - 19705)

Ed Hurgy (Bellaire High School, Class of 1971). This former Big Reds” star remaing
the measuring for prep baschall greatness in the Ohio Valley.

While alze starring in football and basketball at the Guernsey Sweet sehool, Burgy
distinguished himselF 05 arguably the premier prep baseball player in OVAC annals.
While his basebail statisties nre staggering, ke accomplished thet 1 just thres seasons
as Bellaire High did nov starf o ‘baseball program until Burgy's sophomore season,
Known for kis overpowering pitching prowess, Durgy was aiso 2 tremendous shorsto,
and powerful hitter. Burgy ¢tched his named in Bellaire High. Ohio Vailey and OS5 A
record books. The three-year All-Valley first-team honoree completed Ris prep career
with a 20-3 record, still the most wins ever by a Big Reds’ pitcher, He oway the career
strikeout mark with 326 (in iiust 175 inningst and the single-season strikeout standard of
128, While possessing nearly-unhittable hear, he also owned great conirol. The lzfented right-hander walked
just 31 batters in his Career and vent eight straight games without issuing a hase on balls. He varved out state
recurds with 2 minuscule (.13 ERA for a season anid on 0.63 ERA for a career. Mis third OHSAA record was
for husling 16 shatouts, Budl'%y also set an Ohio Vall)e}y mack with 23 strikeouts m 2 10-infing no-hitter
versus River. He was elso a deadly hiter, Burgy owns Bellaire High records Tor hits in a game (5], tiples in
a seasen (83 and caveer tripies (12},

Burgy also was a steilar, four-year footbail performer for coaches Rudy Sharkey and Jake Olsavsky. He was
a slashing running boack until his senior season. Olsavsky opted to switch Burgy to guarnierback. a move that paid

big dividends. Burgy helped guide the Reds to an §-1-1 season. dosing only to Macdetta 13208 while tying
Wintersville 2 wis juined in the hackfield by Rom lee. who went on to fame with WV und the

00,

Baltimore Cnﬁts. Eurgy was 3 multi-talented heopster” Starting for three seasons, he powred B2 1,197 poirs, o
total that stili ranks seventh on the ail-time schoot scoring card, It was second only & lependary Lev Pattone
when Burgy hung uiu the Biz Red sneakers. He was a fisteasn Al Vidiey Big Schoot honoree Bis sophomose
and juntor Seasons. He exploded in his sentor camapaien fur 8 Zl?”’x;wr game averege,

Burg€ wis @ sixth-rommd draft choics of the New York Mess s[‘tn: sheen vears i the Mgy’ fum svitem,
%st in ¥irginia followed by « stop in Pompano {(Fa Y and Memphis. He bad 13 wins i one seases and [emed
26 in one geme.

Bruce Smith (atniete - 19708

Bruce Seith (Manins Ferry High School, Class of 1976). He is ar the top of the jist
when it comes to distance ninning 2s a four-time Ohio state champton who set countless
meet, valley and school reconds alung the way.

In cross cowntry, Smith was a three-time AR-Ohican {1973, *74 and *73), capturing
first place ar the state smeet in both his jusior (3:43.0) and sentor (9:33.4) seasons after
placing seventh {1:05.0) s a sophomore, His time in 1975 was the state record at the
lime.

As beth a junior and sentor. ke atso finished first in the sectional. distoct, OVAC and
Belmont County meets and finished undeleated both years. As 4 sophomons, he was
second in the sectional. district and county meet and thind in the OVAL,

He was a thuee-time All-Eastern District and All-Valley honoree in cross country as well,

In rrack, Smith eamed AH-Ohlo stams two times (1975, '76), winning the state championship in the two-
mife run both years. He posted a time of 9:11 .1 15 a senior after winning in 9:31.1 as a junior. He slso placed
seventh i the stle event s a sophomore ($:39.9),

He finished firgt in the sectional and distier meets il thiee years, winning the county evem twice and
finishing as runrer-up once. In OVAC meets, ke won the GVAC one-mile run and finished thind in the 880
yurd rim a3 1 senior. and captured the two-mile run as both a sophomore and junior.

Semith gumersd All-Esstemn District emd AB-Valtey latrels three tmes in ok,

In the twe sports ot Manins Fary, Smith wus pan of four sndefemed wams, three wodonat and distio
championship teams. one OVAC championship team and three OVAC runperup teams.

Smith was alse 3 long-tme competitor in mast area road races, including several 12ars as the top Jocal
aunner ka the Elby’s Distance Race (now the Opdes 20K Classic).
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Wendy Baker (Arsicte - 19505)

Wendy Baker (East Liverpaol High Scheol, Class of 1989), A 1wo-sport standout for
the Lady Potters, excelling in beth beskethall and softball.

O the coust. she was a four-year varstiy performer, becoming the first player in
schoot Listory 10 exceed # D00 career points, finishking with 1,127 1allies. As a senjor,
she averaged 21,5 points per game. Baker alse excelled defensively, posting 291 career
steals inchuding 135 as a senior.

Az a senior, she was a second feam ail-Ohie Division [ selection who was selected 1o
piay in the McDonald's All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A,
District 5, Division § and Al-Columbiana County “Player of the Year™, She was alsoan
ALOVAC nod Al-Eastern Dlistrict first team choice 2s a junior and an alf-District honorable
pick as a sophomore,

On the diamond, Baker's carver pitebing numbers included 49 victories nod 226 strikeouts and 400-plus
batting average. Her senor seastm numbers fnelided a lofty 477 average slong with some impressive
Fitching numbers — 19 victories, 117 strikeows and 2 0.54 ER.A. She batted 483 as a junior with 32 RBI
and had 109 pitching wins, registering $09 strikeowss and z 1.77 ERA. As a sophomore, she hit 422,

Baker's softbalf all-star honors included two-time Al-Ohio (first team as a senior, second team &s a
Junior); st tvo-tirne AL-OVAC Class 4-A.

She antepded Wheeling Coliege and played basketball for two seasens, scoring 882 peints and posting 182
steals during that ime. She gained first team AN-Wesz Virginia Tntercollegian Athletie Confetence horors 85
a soph w after gaining b ible mention as a freshman,

menation

Dennis Swearingen (Amtete - 19805)

Deanis Swearingen (Marting Ferry High School, Class of 1982). He earned 30
(varsity lemters in four sporss, making firs biggest marks in football and basketball.

in {oothall, he was 2"three-year letterman as st:min§1 c[;umrrbackidxzfenme hack,
amassing 1516 yards passing and 890 yards rushing whils leading she Parple Riders
1o a costtbined 21-9 recond, inchuding @ spotless 10-0 mark in his sophomore seasgn,
Ferry's first perfect record in 20 vears. On defonse, he was credited with 125 tackjes
and had 11 pass imerceptions. He was 4 two-time fist team AP All-Ohio Class AA
defensive back, eaming second team all-star honors from UPL both years as well. He
alsp gamered first team AH-OVAC Class AAA, All-Esstertt Distriet Class AA and All- :
Valley honors twice, Follewing his senier season. Sweasingen was named 2
Cemennaéy Prep All-American, an Upper Ohio Yalley Dapper Dan €lub special honoree and participated in
the OVAL Charity All-Star Football Diame,

In hasketball, Swearingen was a three-year starter and 1.000-point career scorer and ha was o key mem-
ber of Ferry's squad which posted a 20-5 record and advasced 1o the Ohio Class AA regional finals in Athens
in 1982, Scaring 14.7 points per game as a senior, he was named first team ALOVAC Closs AAA {eaprain),
All-District 12 and All-Valley as well as second team Al-Egstern District Class AA, He played in bith the
OVAC and District 12 Al-Star Games. As 2 junior, Swearingen averaged 18.9 points per game and was
named first team AILGVAC Class AAA end A{I-Dislric[ 12, second weam All-Eastern Distric? Class AA and
third team All-Valley.

Swearingen also Wwas a three-year letterman in baseball, earning AHOVAC Class AAA bonors 1wice. He
also lettered in frack s & senior,

Swearingen went on to a stellar four-year foothal! carver at Ohio University, graduating in 1986 and posi-
tioning himself in the top five on the Bobeats® all-time passing st in 10 categesies (throagh 2005), He is
second in pass attempis in a game (37) and seasen (383); hiind i pass complenions for a game (31) and sea-
som (195) ay well as imscs for a season £13); founth in yands passing Jor o game (335), season (2 (356)
and cﬂr g %2%(}';) as well as pass atiempts (569) and completions (312) oy a carcer) and (ifth n career pass-
mgy ( -

Jeff Snedegar (Aiete - 1990s)

Jeff Snedegar {Buckeye Trall High Scheel, Class of 1995). He put up lofiy
numbers during s four-year pridiren caresr, culminating in his selection as the A?‘
All-Ohio Division V Offensive Player of the Year and finiiing as nunner-up in the
voting for Ohio's “Mr. Foorhall” awand following his senlor seasern,

A6 ft. 3, 2{0-pound four-year etierman ar quarterback and linebacker for the
Warriors, he racked up 7000 yards offensively and registered 673 tackles an defense,
He also earned second team AN-Ohio following his sophomons amd junior years and
was a three-time All-Eastem District and AH-OVAC selection.

As a senior, he led Trail to its first and only OHSAA playoff appearance (the
Warriors finished with on 11-2 overall record. winning two games before losing in the
Bivision V state semifinals 1o Wellsvilie). That year, he passed for what was then 2 school record 1,769 vards
while rushing for 1,621 yards for 2 combined total of 3,390 yarls. He participated in 212 defensive stops as
a seaior.

Snedegar was alse a three-vear letterman in baskeiball (he didn’t play as a juniorn), finishing fourth on
“Trail’s all-time scoring list with 834 points ard thind in career rebounding with 561, He averaged 16.1
points per game &S a senior, eamning special mention AP All-Ohio as well ag first team All-Eastemn District
snd ALLOVAC,

The 2000 Buckeve Trail Hall of Fame inductee went on to a steliar career at the University of Kentucky
(1996-99), carning four Jetters as an outside linebacker. As a freshman, he had 42 vackies, started three games
and was named the cutstanding special teams” player and he followed that up with $7 tackles as a sopho-
more. Saedegar had 63 tackles and four sacks as & junior, kelping Kentucky to an Owtback Bow] berth where
he recorded # 1 tackies in a loss 1o Penn State University, In tus final year ai UK. be had 84 tackles, four sacks
and two interceptions, earming him defensive MVP honors. He was selected 1o the All-Southeast Conference
syund and was nagmed 1o the Al Amerjeas Farm Foothall Team by Successful Fasming Magazine.

Snedegar was signed by the Mismi Dolphins of the NFL in 2000 25 an undrafted free agent.
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Bill West (Athtete - 19915)

Billy West (Buckeye Loval High School. Class of 1993}, He made his higgest
impact on the football field, eaming ATMObio honors three times, including twice asa
first team selection,

West alsa was & three-time ALOVAC selection (1990, 91 and "92} and a three-time
All-Hastemn District pick (first tsam in "91 and *62, second seam in "% He also par-
tivipated in the Rudy Mumley/OVAC Chasity All-Star Football Classie following kis
senior season. -

Alter starting as a freshman at Buckeye Notth, where he rushed for 900 yands despite
missing two-plus games due to infury, he put up some ultra-impressive numbers at the
newly-consolidated Buckeye Lacal High School,

He finished with whas still stands as a school-record 4,658 yands, including a single-season effort of1 846
yards s a senior. He also had 1,719 yards as a janior and 1093 a8 a sophomore. He slsa owns six of the top
seven individual game rushing reconls at Buckeye Local. headed by a whopping 33%-yard pame against
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time),

West scored 252 points on the gridiron, including $52 in his final season.

During his three years with the Panthers. the team compiied 2 28-4 combined record (5-2 in 1990,10-1 in
1991 and 9-1 in 1992), making the playelfs twice and narrewly missing on a thind.

West also lettered three years in track and 1wo in basketball for the Panthers.

He was a four-year letterman al the University of Pittsburgh, starting for three years and eaming All-Big
East “Oifensive Player of the Year™ honors as a sophomore (1994) after replacing All-Amecean taitback
Cuyzls Marin in gatme o amd rushing for 1,358 yards. filth on the all-tlime single-season rushing list. A
Panther fri-captain as a senior, West fintshed as the school's fourth all-time leading rusher with 2,803 vanls.

Donna Joseph (0vAC ‘Family’)

Donng Joseph 1Shadyside High School. Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC
track and cross country community for thiee decades, she also conched gitls tack and
boys and girls cross country at alma mater Shadyside High Schoot from 1983-98.

A registered track and cross country official for 3¢ years, she started working Cal
Giffin GVAC Track Meets in the early 1970s and continues to serve as director of
the Class A-AA meet, a position she staried in the mid-1980s.

She currently is chairperson of the OVAC Track Committee with over 15 years on
the board and 18 co-chalrpersen of the OVAC Cross Country Committee with aver
20 years of service with the group.

A recipient, along with husband Butch Joseph. of the Cal Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she alse
has been active with the Ohio Association of Track and Cruss Country Coaches.

She is presently the scorelary and membership chairperson of the OAT&CCC and serves on the
Executive Board of the statewide crganization. Donos and Buteh handie the registration for the annual
track clinic atiended by an estimated 1,700 coaches.

She served as Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet of Champlons when Ohio hosted the evenr ar Onio
Wesleyan College and also served as Ohlo coach when the meet was contested in fndiznapolis, Ind. The
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Awand this year from the OAT&CCC.

Besides track and cross country. Donna also has served on the committees and worked the annual Sam
Mumley OVAC Basketball All-Star games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Foothall All-Star games. She
also assisted with the OVAC Volleyball Toumaments snd team stamdingy, The 1964 Shadyside High
graduate eamed her degree from Ohio State University in 1968 and her master’s degree in 1983 from Ohio
University. She was a mathematics instructor at Shadyside from 1968.98,

Nick Bedway (Media)

Nick Bedway (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 1938). One of the srea’s most
versatile and prolific newspaper sports Journalists for five decades. he has been on the sceng lor
numerus OVAC events since 1960,

Alter attencing West Liberty State College for one year, be jobited ihe Wheeling News-Reglster
85 u copy boy in 1960, Later (hat year, he joined The Intelligencer staff us 3 sporiswiiter. In 1967,
Bedway joined the News-Register stall headed by Bill Van Horae and was promoted 10 Associate
Spurts Editor in 197, Bedway become N-R Sports Editor in 1995 and was samed Executive
Spons Editor of The Intelligencer™News-Re gister m 2000, a position he held umil he retired in
2005, He mthored daily and Sunday newspaper columns entitled “Nick's Notebook™ and also
wrole colinmns oo area golf, bowling, college sponts. cutdoors and the Wheeling Nailers® hockey
team. The OVAC media guide was dedicated to Bedway it 1999, He served as co-publictty director of the OVAC Rady
Murmiey All-Star Game [rom s inceplion in 1972 until 1990, Bedway also served a5 the OVAC standings” suatistician in
foothall, bays and girls basiketbatt and baseball for more than 25 years.

Bedway served one lerm in 1977 a9 president of the W, V. Sports Writers Association and received the Cene
Marehouse Award i 1990 from the orpanization. He was inducted into the Ogden Newspapers 20K Classic Hall of Fame
in 2006 and the Media Wing of the Ghio Bascbalf Hall of Fame in 1996, e Lwice was selected (o serve as the Honorry
Referve for the W. Va. Super Six Class AA state championship foutball games held ot Wheeling Esland Siadhim.

Bedway was the inaugural recipient of the Father Sohn Lester Award for a lifetime of suppor to local sporis and youth
of the Ohia Valley and received the Spirit end Leaderchip Awend from e Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. He also
s received awards from the Wheeling Socces Association, Allegheny Moumain Distrier U, S, Tennls Association,
Wheeling Post 1 American Legion Baseball Team. Ogletay Park Men's Goll Club, andd the Ohic Valley Goll Association.
A past member of e Wheeling Hatl of Feme Commttee and current member of the GVAC Huli of Fame Committee,
Bedwsy also is active with the Wheeling Lions Clubs and received., in 2003, the Leonand Jarrett Award. the highest Liva
hoenor bestowed in West Virginia. Currenily the chapter secretary and Board of Directors” member, he has served as media
telations director, chapter president, find viee-president snd Tail Twister. Masried 45 years 10 e Tormer Judy Katona, the
Bedways had fowr children and have five grandchildren.

Earl Klevins (oficials)

Earl Klevins (Warwood High School, Ciass of 1934). One of the Obiv Valley's most
prominent football and baskethalt officials during & 35-year carver from 1938 1 1973,

Klevins attended Wheeling High Schonl for one and a halfl years before wansferting o
Warwood High, from which he graduated tn 1934, He played high school hasketball ar both
schools.

Ean attended Bethany College where he played football and basketball along with cum-
peting in rack vnder fegendary coach John Knight.

Kieving officiated in his (iest basketball game ks 1938 2t the Madison gymnasium, The
opponents on Lhat ocession wers Wheeling High and Bridgeport and his officiating partner
was another OVAC Hall of Fame member, the late Walter Heil. Thiny-live years later when he huag up his
whistle, Kievins had officiated in more than 1 306 basketball games and ST football games on the high school and
collegiate level,

Along with serving as an OVAC official, Klevins olficiated games i the Southern Conference, the West Yisginia
Intercellegiate Athletic Confi and af many other colleges in the ii-state area.

He also played professionally with the Wheeling Blues hasketbalt tenm and was a Jong-time participant in Tocal
independent keagues and

Kieving was a long-time standow on the aren lennis couns, winning many local, regionat end national woumma-
ments. §a 1975, Tarl and his panner won the United States national doubles title in the 73-and up age bracket. The
tournament was held in Mynle Beach, 5C. At age 45, be won the West Virginia state singles title and teamed with
the lawe Loran Meseer for doubles honots i their 2g¢ group. Lzl alse won numerous Oglebay Park Tennis Club
championships through bis mid-Bs a1 which time he retired from competitive {ennis.

The committee for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Baskethall Classic presemed Kievins with the Robert “Bobby™
Dawson Officials Award. Earl and his wifz Lucy have been marmied for more than 70 years. They raised three
childrea: Farl Jr.. Judy and Robent. They have been blessed with {our grandchifdren ond five great prandehildren.
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Sam Andy (Ceaches)

Sam Andy {(Whoeling High School, Class of 1958}, The winaingedl coach in Ohio Valley
high school boys' haskethall history with 611 wins over a 39-year career, Andy sarpassed a
record set by charter OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Richard £, “Dick” Patts.

Apdy's head coaching career included two svasons 8t Frazeysburg (0 ) High School {1964-
1966}, seven years st Wheeling High Schoo! (1969- 19763 and the last 36 vears ot Wheeling
Park High School (1976-2006),

Second all-time for viclories n West Virginia's big school class, Andy’s teams won three
Class AAA state championships (1976 at Wheeling High, 1980 and 1995 at Wheeling Park}.
The 1455 stae [inal was one of the memorable championship games in WVa, boys” baskeiball
tistory as Andy’s Patriots defeated Beckdey Woodrow Wilson 9996 in a triple-overtime mas-
lerplece.

He also had one other Patriot squad {inish as the stale rnner-up (194971 and {our semifinalist teamns (1984, 1950,
1968 apd UK. Andy coached in 922 games and his clubs experienced only theee Josing seasons. Under his direction.
Wheeling High and Wheeling Park gualified for an OVAC record 20 state tourmaments. In 37 years at the two Ohio
County schools. Andy produced 31 sectional chanmpionship teams, 28 Region One titlists and six Ohio Valley Athletic
Caonference division pennant winners.

Through maost of his carcer, the Wheeling Wildcats and Park Patriots dominated their rivals in the conference. win-
aing 78 percent of their games against GVAC opponents. They also anmmally played a sehedule that included many of
the top basketball powers in the state, Andy coached four West Virginia Player of the Year standemnts and had 21 play.
ers earn college scholarships. inchuding seversl Division 1 stalwarts.

He rwice was honored us the OVAC Coach of the Year (1976 and 1995). In 2004, he was sefected os the Vpper Chio
Valley Dupper Dap Chub's Co-Man of the Year along with Monroe Central Coach Jay Circosta. In 2007 he way the
recipient of the Eaf Haberfield Coaches’ Award presented by the committer directing the anmual Samuel A, Mumley
OVAC Bashetball Classic. & 1958 graduate of Wheeling High Schoul, Andy graduated from West Libeny Sue
College in 1963. He was & baskethall starter and Jetierman at buth schools,

Bill Hinegardner (Coaches)

14Tl Himegurdner (Meadow Bridge High School, Class of 19603 Referred {0 by the late Biil
Van Horoe as W.Va. Wiestling's “Man of Character” Hinegardner received his bachelor’s depree
from Concord College in 1965 and master’s degree from West Virginia University in 1968, The
former Concord bashetball and baseball player emtered the Mushall County School Sysiem - a
mathemmatics teacher i the 1964-65 schuol vear, He served as on assistant coach in wresting and
Foutball at Moundsville High for three years befure laking over the kead wrestiing position when
the consolidated John Marshall High School openad its doors at the outset of the 1968-69 scheal
vear. Duritig his 14 vears as head toach, the Munarch program becamie one of the ot stcees -
fud b the OVAC and 2lso b the state of West Virginia. Elinegandner’s teams won four W Ve Cliss
AAA championships (1072, 1973, 1474 and 1579, The Monarchs were alse reaners-up fou
limes amd finished lower than sixth place orly once in the W. Va. State Toumament. The Ron Mawck GVAC Wrestling
Tournarnent saw Hinegardnet s Juhn Marshall posverhouses take the overalt team Gtte four (e (F972.°73 074, 77 and
finish second five tmes. The Monarchs also eamed five OVAC Class 4-A titles and emerped as Class 4-A Doal Meet wine
ners five imges. From Deeember of 1971 theough December of 1976, Hinegurdner's wiestlar went thraagh 47 straighe
dual tatehes without 2 defeat. His overalt dusl meet recond was 133-28- 1. Hinegardner's pro;rim produced 20 ndivid-
ual state champions. In 1996, he wae 2 member of the lae Mike Linsky's staff i led John Moarshall to e W. Vo, Clasy
AAA football title. Be servid as President or Director of the W, Va, Wrestling Cosches Assoc . the Reglon One Conches
Asseciation; Marshall County €oschus Association, Co-Director of the OVAC and W, Va. Staie Toumaments; Executive
Beard Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC Jor Wrestling, His awands include Nationsl Wiestling Hall of Fame
Lifetime Service in Wiestling Award (2004): Nationat High Schon! Coaches Association Districk 3 Coach of the Year
{1976y, OVAC Coach af the Year (16743 W, Vi, Wrestling Coach of ibe Year (three Umes); Upper Ohio Valley Dappor
Dan Achievement Awards fiwe times): My, Mar Awasd for contributions to the spart of wrestiing in the OVAC (19841
Uipper Ohin Vadley Dapper Dan Card R. Hamil} Award (2000): Moundsville Anea Junior Chamber of Comimerce lim Bdge
Awied (1977} given for mutstanding work in religious and youth activities: and the John Marhall High School Wall of
Farse (st Chass, 2081 Alter retizing from Marshall County in 1999, TEI} went to work for the Switzeriand of Obio
Schoot District & River High es a Guidance Counselrr antil he retized in 2004,

Joe Fortunato athlete - 1940s)

Joe Fortunate (Mingo High School, Class of 19483, A nine-time letterwianer in
three sports at Mingo (football, basketball and baseball), ke was an All-Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference performer o5 4 foothall zad basketball player.

Fortunato enrotled at Virginia Military Institute. but transferred to Mississippi State
when the Keydets” head coach Slick Morton accepted the job with the Bulldogs. At
Missisaippi State, Formnato became an Al-Southeastem Conference fullback-line-
backer.

‘The henerabie mention All-America performer led Mississippi State in rushing and
had a game high of 169 vards against North Teaas State.

Highlight of his collegiate career occurred when the Bulldegs defeated national champion Tennessee 7-
0. Volunteers' Coach General Tom Neyland praised Fortunato afier the game by calling him one of the
peatest players his feams at Tennessee had ever faced.

Fottunatty was drafted in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, but played one season in the Canadisn
League before signing with the National Feotball League team.

He started 2t Hnebacker for 12 seasons {1935-1966) with the “Monsters of the Midway"
first team Al-Pro thres times along with being selected for the Pro Bowl on five occasions. The defensive
coptain of the Bears was alse captein of the last Pro Bow] team coached by the legendary Vince Lomburdi.

After his playing career, Fortunato spent two seasons on the Bears” staff, coaching the linehackers one
year and then serving as defensive coordinator the next year.

Fortunato also is the only Ohio Valley athlete to be selected to the National [tatian American Sports Hall
of Fame. He was the Jeading vote-getter fn The Tnteilipencer™s 1970 AlLTime Ohlo Valley Team, which
was selecicd by a vole of the area sporss fans,

Fortunaty also is a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hafl of Fame.

and was simed

Dan Fleming (athtete - 1y50s)

Don Fleming (Shadyside Bigh School, Class of 1955), The two-time Al-Obio Vallcy
Atkletic Conference Tirst eam honoree in foothall, Fleming was capiain of the Tigers® wncke-
feaied conference champions in 1954, He alsa played cepter for the Shadyside squad thet won
an OVAC division tiile in baskethali. This versatile athlete ployed in the Ohip East-West A
Star basebslt game held in Columbes and perfommied in the Ohio-West Virginia All-Sur
Toothall Gams held dusing the summer of 1935 2l Wheeling Jsiand Stasium, Fleming went va
to the University of Florida un o foettall scholarstip. He was a three-year starter and a lwo-
way end performer fur the Gators, He was elecied capiain of the 1938 team that played in the
Qater Bowl and was a member of the All-Southeastern Conference team (hat same year, He
was drafled by the Chicago Cardinals of the National Football League and the Boston Patdots
of the Amenican Foothall Leagae, However, Fleming elected bo remain in college to compleie work on kis degree and
piay haseball. As a senior. Fleming also was chesen vaptain of the Florida baseball team that won the SEC champi-
onship and earned a benth in the NCAA tournament. £n the spring of 1959, Fleming eamed @ degree a3 a construction
engineer. When Paut Brown. swner-coach of the Cleveland Browns, traded for Fleminz's NFL dghts, Fleming
Trypassed yimming with the baseball Baltimore Orioles apd decided W play professional foothall, Despite never baving
played defensive back, he started a5 a rookie with the Browns o safely and made the NFL All-Rookie tleam in 1960,
After his third season with the Browens, Flaming was namsed 1o the AN-NTE. (rst team, In that ofl-season, while work-
ing on & constnuclion job tailding af a bank in Florids. Fleming was killed in an electrics] accident. Bora Jupe 11,
1937, Fleming was Just 25 years old at the Ume of his passing. Despite having played just three seasons with the
Browens. e had such an bopact o the Itanchise that they nemed their practice feld. Fleming Field, in ks honor and
wetined No. 48, which was his number. The University of Florda named its intramural fielt, Fleming Field, and the
Fiorida Alamni Association established an award in his name that is given anuually 1 the senior in any spo
exeraphifying the bast leadership qualities. He alse was selected for induction imo the Uniy orsity of Florida’s Hall of
Fume and is a member of the State of Florida's Athdetic Hall of Fame, Shadyside High School setired his namber (5%)
and named its athletic complex Fleming Field.

John Reger (athtete - 19505)

Jekn Reger (Linsly High Schoal. Class of 1956}, This all-OVAC bonoree in foothall
and hasketball was inducied inmo the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1998,

Reper™s foatball achievements were remarkable considering that ke wes Jess than six-
feet tall znd weighed just 125 pounds when he bepan competing as a high scheol athlete,
it be had more important attributes sticly 25 u fmge, competkive heart ond the derermi-
nasiom of a youth twice his size. He played fullback and linebacker at Linsly nnd captained
the 1949 Cadet squad that lost just oee game to Tradelphia (2}-19) in what was regand-
ed as the mogt memorable high school foothall contest played during that era m Wheeling
Isiznud Stadium,

Reget went on to the University of Pirtshorgh on a football scholarship and his freshman teant in 1950 went
undefeated. After just three varsity gatmnes the following year, his collegiate career was cnded by @ knee injure,
The Wheeling native returncd home and was working in a gasoline station when his former high school coach,
Etz Rine, arranged a tryout for him with the Pittshurgh Steelers even though he had not played footbalt bn three
years. Displaying the same grit and determination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1995 scason
a3 une of the Steelers’ starting Hachackers. During his nine seasons i Pittshurgh, Reger camed three Pro Bowt
invitations. He became captain of the Steclers defensive unit and was vored as the wam's MVP duriag the 1959
scason. Reger playedd in tus first Pro Bowt in 1960 and made two more appearances in 1961 and 1963,

He sustained a life-threatening and near carces-ending injury during his finz} season in Pittsbargh during a
pame against the Eagles a1 Franklin Field in Philadelphia. Reger was hitin the head and kad a spasm in lis tone
that cei off air. Forunately, the ambulance they sent for included exvgen and he was revived. Following that
harrowing incident. every eam in the NFL was required 10 have oxygen on the sidelines.

Reger was placed on waivers by the Steelers prior o the start of the regular season in 1964 and he was picked
up by the Washingron Redskins, for whom he played three more years before retiring, Overall, he played 12 sea-
sons in the NFL.

Bob Kelley (athtete - 19605)

Bob Kelley (Weir High School, Class of 1961}, Kelley made the most of his gifted
and spreedy Jegs w earve ks niche into the Weir High and OVAC recond bouks in two
sparts. He was a star both on the gridifon and the track ¢inders for the Red Riders.

Keliey -~ coacheid by the legendary Jim Carey -~ rushed for 2,730 yands and 12
careet fouchdowns, kelley kad Weir to o 10-F sesson and the West Virginia state
championship in 1960, He pained 1239 yands that year with 22 touchdowns.

in the 400 rout of Nito in the state charnpionship game. Kelley was 2 vne-man
wrecking crew, He tallied four TDs and passed for a fIfth.

Kelfey was also a two-way staner as a junior for the Red Riders. He was the second
underclassmen in state history to receive the Kennedy Award (19593, beswowed tach year on the state's
premier prep football player. and the first winner from the OVAC. The first-tear afl-West Virginia and all-
OVAC honoree capuned the Wigwam and Scholastic Magezine All-American honors as the Red Riders were
ratiked §ish nationelly. He played in the OVAC All-Star Game and [eft with Moest Vatuable Player accolades.

Keliey also made his mark in wack his senior season. He established a Sweel Valley Leasue record of 9.95
seconds for the 1K)-yird dash amt an OVAC meet standared of 161 seconds at the same distanes.

He was voted most velizable parformer ot the OVAC meet where he won three pold medals and one silver.
He went on to win four regional track titles and four mere medals in the state meet, inclading second place in
the 100-yard dash.

After graduation from Weir, Kelley matriculated to Cameron Junior Cellege in Oklabioma. He led the Aggies
to the JUCO champtonship. beating Bakersfield, 28-20, in a game played in the Rose Bowl Kelley led
Cameron with 712 yards on the season. earning first-team ail-Ckinhoma Conference team honors. He was also
hunored on the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All-American team as a first-team halfhack,

He later attended Okiabema State and Colorado, but was sidelined due 2o injuries.

Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (Alete - 19605)

Kobert ‘Be* MeConnaughy (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 1966). He was 2
twi-sport plicnom for the Maroon Knights iz the mid 1964, starring in baskctball and base-

MeConnaughy was a four-year letterman in bath sports, gaining Tirst-fcam all-state hon-
ors in baseball a3 a senjor. That same year he garmered second-team all-West Virginia lay-
reis in hoops after helping lead the Maroon Keights to the West Virginia Catholic
Tourmament title.

I haseball, McConnaughy is considered one of the best shantstops the Ohio Valley prep
ranks has ever produced. He went on to star ot West Liberty State College in both sports.

B 1970, MeCennaughy was named fizst-team all-WVIAC s a shonstop and shonly
thereafier signed a professional contract with the Battimore Orioles. A year previeusiy, he was drafied by the
Cincinnati Reds in the 24 round, five rounds akemd of Ken Griffey, Sr.

He spent three years in the Srioles’ farh systern before rettirning home atd staring for the Warwood Reds of
the Ohio Valley Baschall ieague.

Be was a second-team all-eonference selection as e senior for the Hilltoppers™ hoop team.

MeConpaughy has maintained his relationship with West Liberty, finishing up his 25h year at the Hilltoppers”
bascball helm.

He has secumulated maore than 500 wins ar his alme marer 1o ge with five conforence crowns ond a beph in the
1990 NAIA World Serics. MeConnanghy bed the Black & Godd e sheir first-cver NCAA Regional Playolfs i
1992,

MeConnanghy wes elerted g the Wess Uiberry S1ze College Hall of Fame in 1988, He bus boen nanied WYIAC
Cuach-of-The-Year on fur occasians.

Tn addition 1o basehall, he has conched fotall, mak and men’s pwd wosses's basberbal a1 Wew Libey. He s
currently in charge of the WESC Intragumady Peogram.

Gene Cattane (athiete - 1970s)

Gene Canane (St Clairsville High School, Class of 1977}, Cattane put together an inprus-
sive four-year career on the diamond as a shortstop and pitcher for the Red Devils.

Some 30 years later, he still ranks in Ohio’s top 10 ko two statistieal categordes - Noo4on
the ufl-time carcer hit list with § 72 and No. 7 in RBY with {45 [z 109 varsity games, Catiane’s
career mumbers atso included a batting average of 431 with 127 rans scored, 29 home russ,
12 triples and 25 doubles. As s pitcher, he compiled a 14- 1 carcer vecord.

He was a four-time st Vabley selection (serond team es a freshmar and first team the mext
three vears, including scrving as captain as a senior) and he was sclected 1o participate in four
Eastern Ohio Baseball League All-Star Games. Cattane was also tobbed for the Okto All-Star
Series it Columbis. equivatent 1o gaining all-state honors at that Time.

As a senior, Cattane helped fhe Red Devils te the OVAC Class 3-A championship and 2 739 overali record. He
hatted 478 (fifth in the valley} with valleydeading totals of 54 hits, i home runs, 38 RBI and 35 runs scored. He
also had four miples. six doubles amd 16 stolen bases. On the mound, he was &2 witha 1. 73 ER A m 527 innings.
striking our 71 while walking 27 and allowing 31 hits. Cattane’s junior surbers inciuded o 453 averspe (Glhin the
OVAC) with valfey bests in home ruas (8 and RB{ £36) along with 40 hits, five dovhles. three triples and 26 runs
seored, As a sephomore, he hit 349 with valley highs in home runs (9} and RBI (46) along with 38 hits, four dow.
bles, theer tnples and 32 rung scored. His freshman totals included 2 449 average tfourh in the OVAC) and valley-
Ieading marks in hits (403) and! rans scored O3 along with 10 doubles. three triples. vwvo bome muny and 25 RBI.

fn adilition to Bis high school expledts, Cattene wis also a standout Amesican Legion pliyer. Be was namad Okio
Americen Legion Player of the Year in 1976 after keading Meynard Post 666 o & state runner-up finish with a 267
rocord, bating 330 for the season incloding 433 m soven toumament games. He alss play od for more than H) years
with Maynard of the Ohio Valley fiaschall Lrague ond wes a perennial aff-star,

Carane, indocted into the St C. Hall of Farme i 2006, died in o coal mining accident on Sept. M2, 1990 af the age
af 31,
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John Leon (Athlete - 19705)

Jdolin Leon (Brooke High Schoot, Class of 19761, This Brin starred in three sports.
etching his name into the OVAC annals as one of the premier foothall Hnemen and rrack
weightmen gver by compete in the conference.

Leon « who was also a stamdow grappler at Brooke — was o two-way line star for
the powerfil Bruing, earning a mysiad of all-star accolades, mcluding the 1975 Ken
Hunt Awand, going to the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, making Eeon the first
OVAC winner of the prestigious hovar,

Leon fed Brooke to a B-1 seasan er route o the OVAC championship in his junior
cartpaigh before eaming ail-conference and afl-state Jiurels a3 o senfor. The powerful
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC AN-Star game, captaining the Mountaineers to victory.

He was just as impressive in track cincles, rewriting the @VAC tecord books in the shot put and discus. In
the 1976 state meet. Leen Jaunched the iron ball 59-1, breaking the W, Va. standard by some two feet. The
rerord fasted two years before being eelipsed by future Dlympian Randy Barnes. Lron won three state throw-
ing titles, two in the shotput and one in the disces.

Leon was also a force on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark as a junior and senior heavywelght.

Upon graduation from Hrooke, Leon eccepted a foothall scholarship to Notrr Dame. He was a three-year
Jetterman for the Fighting frish as a guard. The Irish won two Cotton Bowls and one Gator Bow! dering his
career at South Bend. After gradeating from Notre Dume, he received his MO degree from West Virginia
University in 1984,

He has been a ragiologist for 20 years. He is the curfent president of Radiclogival Physicians Assovistes.
He is past president of the West Virginia Radiotogical Society. past president of the Marion County Medical
Society as well as past president of the Fajrmont Figld Cluh.

‘lﬁnn anr:i his wife Marcy have been married for 22 years. They have four children: Johnny, Camitle, Isabella
ane! Joseph.

Jennifer Hyland Brown (asiete - 19805)

Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High School, Class of 19863, She ranks among the afl-
time greats in girds"rack, having excelled at the conference. feague and state levels of
cumpetition os a spriner.

Infour years at GVAC Championship meers. Hyland scored a whapping 126 points as
River won swo Class 2-A wam titles (1983 and "86) and finished as munner-ap twice
(1984 and "85). During her freshman, saphomare and junior years, she won the 100, 200
and 400-meters and was on the winning 3600-meser relay team. While as 4 senior. she
wan the 400 and [6K-relay and was second in the 100 apd 200,

In state meet competition, Hyland was the 400-meter runnes-up as ¢ lreshman in 1983;
firs1 it the 400, sccomd in the 100 and thind in the 200 as 3 sophomore in 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly
gave River a thid place finish in the stateh: first in the 400 29 3 junior i 1985 and first in the 400 with a
state-record time of 5563, and on the sisth place 1600-meter relzy team as a senior in 1986,

Hylend also sparkled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL) Championship meets for the Lady Pilots,
winning the 200 and 4K alf four years while taking the 100 the last three.

She also enjoyed tremendoys success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing os the top scorerasa soph-
cmore after winning the 160, 200 and 400: duplicating the top scorer feat as a jusior by winning the same three
r:"vents {including a meet reeond in the 28K} and scoring the same “triple” as a senlor (bettesing her mark in the

She was selected Al-Ohio in the 4i)-meters all four years by the Ohio Association of Track and Cross
Country Coaches. She was afso an All-Districs and All-Valley honoree in multiple events, In 3984, Hyland was
named honorable meatton High School All-Atmerica and in 3980, she way invited 1o panticipate in the Midwest
Meet of Champiens in Dudiana, an cvent showcasing the best senior athletes Trom Ohio, Indiana and Iiinois.

A member of the River High Sehool Wall of Fame, she received o scholarship to run track st West Virginia
University where she competed for one season.

Anthony Reed (Atiete - 19805)

Anthuny Reed {Wheeling Park High Schooi. Class of 1989). Reed left a lasting mark
o the athletic scene both for the Patriots and the OVAC, evident when ke became the
first person inducted ite the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for his
capleits in hasketball and track,

O the baskethali court, Reed was a two-time first team Al-W.Va. Class A&A selec-
tion, serving as captain s a junior. He was a two-time USA Today W Va. Player of the
Year and the Gatorade State Playor of the Year as 2 senior. He also pained fiest 12am All.
OVAC and Al-Valley accolades twice and was a tri-captain on The Intelligencer’s all-
decade leam of the 1980s.

The &3 wing scored §,290 potats io two seasons, including what still stands as a
school-recund 663 points (a 28.9 per-parme averape) as a senior. e averaged 11.5 sebounds per game that year
aned also set what was then en OVAC+econd 84 three-point goals 4s a senjor. As a junior, Reed was selected
10 the West Virginia Class AAA All-Tournament team,

In track, the talented Reed was a steller performer in the high jump, hundies and relays,

A two-time West Virginla Class AAA state champion in the high jump (inclading 2 mect-record 6 £t 9 in.
effors), ke also set what was then 8 valiey-reebnd with a 6 fi. 11 2. leap, Reed placed second in the 110-meter
high hurdlen at the state meet (14.65 seconds) and was om state championship relay teams to help Park finish
a close second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989,

The Park product also made his presence felt an the collegiate fovel. starting and lettering for three years m
Cleveland Sune University. He scored 1,090 polnts {ranking him 10ih on the alltime CSU scoring Hyt ar the
thme), averaging 15,6 points per pame as 2 senior fo car second team AIMid Continent Conference acco-
lades, As a jupior. he averaged 13.2 points por game and received the Paul Stewart Awand presented to the
player whose ursung contributions did the most to further the success of the team. Reed alse won the Mid-
Continent Conference high jump championship as a junior.

Chris Enochs (Athiete - 1990s)

Chtis Enocky {0ak Glen High Schoel, Class of 1993}, Enochs excelled in three sports
for the Golden Bears, but it was baseball where he would make his biggest impaet.

Enochs' senior season diamond explolts eamed him first team all-West Virginia Ciass
AA aveolades and he was named the “Flayer of the Year” by both Giatorade and US54 Today
aned was selected as the rmonner-up for thal honor by the W. Va. Bportswriters Association.

Also a lirst team al-OVAC Class 3-A first teamer and “Plaver of the Year™ and an afl-
Valley [irst teamer ond “big school” captain, Enochs ked the valley with 11 home nuns and
42 RBI while batting 442, His pitching toals included 2 64 record and a £.22 ER.AL with
'}flﬁ strikeowts and 26 walks in 63 innings. He phched a perfect game for Oak Glen against

oronta.

On the baskethall court. Enochs was first team all-OVAC and all-Valley and was an honorable mention all-West
Virginia Ciass AA choiee, He sveraged 19.2 points and 13.2 rebounds per game as a senfor and [nished his career
with 1,047 points,

On the foothall Nekl, Enochs earned it :eam all-West Virginia Class AA as g quanerback afier leading Gak
Glen o jts Orstever WYSBAC playoff appedrance. Also a first leam all-OVAC Class 3-A and all-Vatley pick, he
{ed the valley with 1.779 passing yards.

Drafted by the Cleveland lndians in 1994, Enechs opted for 4 scholarship (o West Virginia University where he
became the Big Eust “Pitcher of the Year”, first team All-East Reglon and wus a second team Al-Amesican pick
by Basetall Americe, The Spoming News and the National Collegiate Basehall Writers. Named the team's co-
MVE. he was 12-1 on the mound with a 203 ER.A. and 10 complete gemes, ineleding a ne-hitter against
Villanova. As & juntior he was named the Big East Towrnament's MVF and Omstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 2#
wing, inctuding 14 complete grmes, in his three-year Mountaineer career.

Follewing his junior yesr, he bocame the highest dratted player in OVAE history, selected No. 11 iz the fiest
tound by the Oakland Athleties it 1997 The 6-3, 225-pound right-hander with & 93-mile per hour [esthall played
nine seasons in die minor feagues, the first seven in the Gakland sreanization and then one year each for Houston
erd Pittshurgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 43-82 record and a 491 E.R.A . posting 661 sirfkeouts while
walking 381, He was a member of the (lass AAA Pacific Coast League champion Sacramento Rivercats and
played for the Puerto Rican Winter League champion Ponce Leones.

Enochs also played for Team USA, winning a silver meadat at the 2001 World Cup in Teiwan,
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Jose Davis (Athiete - 1990s)

Jose Davis (Bellaire High Schoot, Class of 1996). Davis pul together some eye-popping
numbets in both foothall and baskeiball, gaming him All-Ohio reeogaition in both sports
during kis stellar career.

On the gridiron, Davis was 2 three-year starter at quarterback ., feading his leam le a record
ol 3(-3. As a senior. he led the Big Reds to a third steaight GVAC Class 3-A championship,
first undefeated repular season and first-ever OHSAA playoll sppearance (Bellaire
advanced to the Division IV state championship game, losing 2 3(0-44 double-OT dhriller to
Versaifles). He finished the season 233-of-406 passing for 3,531 yands and 32 TDs while
adding another 19} scores tushing. Davis earned AN-Ohio Division TV Offensive Player of
the Year honors and was runner-up for the prestigious Mr. Feotball award as a sentor, He
also received first team All-Eastern District, AllNOVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school secolades on mahiple
oceasions. The (alented signal-caller set BHS coreer tecords for most yands gateed (7.3046), pass attempts {790),
pass cormpletions (435}, highest completion percentage (53.7), passing vards {6,769) and TD passes {60).

O the hardwood, Davis started sad Teltered fowr years, racking up 1 A57 points. 479 reboumds, 167 assists and
151 steals (2} ranking in the 1op five on the BHE career list). His all-star aecelades in basketball incleded st tenm
Al-Chio Divisien TIE, All-Eastern District, Al-OVAC Class 2-A and All-Valley hig schook. He was also named
third team All-American as a senior.

Also a three-year fettermar In baseball ai Beltaire, Pavis continued his career al Kent State University, A three-
year starter and leiterman for the Golden Flashes in foothall, he put ep equally impressive numbers inclading
single-game recond for most pass attempts (893, completions (34) and TD passes (7): single-season marks for
offensive vards {2,883}, pass attempts (365}, pass completions (1941, passing vards {2.707) and TD passes (32
and career reconds for offensive vards (7,731), passing vands £6.727) and TD passes (32). He had a Mid- American
Conference record 5531 yurds passing in 1997 againn Centedl Florida and when he lef KSU, be ranked {0th in
MAC history i passing vands and was third in TI} passes.

Davis also doubied as point guard on the Kent State tasketball tearm ia 1997-98.

Professionally, Davis played for the Winnipeg Biue Bombers of the Canadian Foothall Leagus in 2000 sad 2001;
for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the National Indeer Foothal} League in 2002, leading the team 1o the league title
by passing for 1668 yards and 37 TDs and earning championship game MVP honors; for the Indiana Firebirds of
the Arena Football Eezgue in 2007, the Colorado Crush in 2004 and 2003; and the Grand Rapids Rampage in 2006,

OVAC Museum Seeks
Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation’s largest
high school conference with 52 member schools, has estab-
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its
member schools — past and present — and is currently seek-
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office
at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse.

. Bob Hedmond ovaC ‘Family)

Robert L. “Bob" Redmond {Follanstee High School, Class of 1948). Dusing s high schook
days, fledmond way a varsity leltermen ig foothall, track, baschall end haslclﬁsll, He won the
half.mile title and played in (te 1948 OVAL Chanty All-Star Foatball Gamne In which be sustamed
tom knee cartilage.

After spending 21 monthy in the military, Hedmond emmolied st Shepherd College where he
played lullback 2nd defensive end befor graduating in 1954,

In conching. 1ledmond met with success af every siop, He wes especially adept at starting neo-
phyte progeams or rehuilding feams (st peeded 2 spark. e coached football, rack and'or
wrestling ot severad schouls, including Oneon Bl (Md.i, East Liverpool. Brooke and Steubenville.
Hedmond stavted the program a Chon 1 and took s team from an G-53-4 oord the first vear
to 2 5-3-1. He lepame the {irst head Towthall coark a1 the ronsolidated Brooke High Scheol in
1969 sl Ted the Broiny 1o an GVAC championship. éedmend took over al Steubenville in 1981 and divecied the Jefferson
County squad for Lwo years. 35s teams compiled an 18-4 rerond and qualified for Big Red's Jirst two post-season berthy
since Ohio adopted 2 playolf system in the 1970s, While ot Eagt iverpool, § ledmond lettered 18 sophomarss a3 the Potiers
turted in & 3-7 record. The following seusop, they sobounded io finish ot 7-3. Overall, his recard as 2 head foothall eoach
way 44-23-5. During his lime 25 track coach with the Potters, kis leams went through four straight seasons without losing
a dual meet.

Successlil 13 he was with a coaching whistle around his neek, Fledmomd was cven more effective as an administrator.
Within the GVAC, he served 25 a class representative, was a long-lime member of Le GVAC Foundaton Executive Boasd
and. for several years. he directed glam OVAC Wrestling Towsament. Hedmond served o Athletic Dircctor at
Sweubenyille High School and later was the Butkding end Grounds Buperintendent with Stenbenyille City Schosls. Amomg
his rumerous honors were the Card Hamill Memorial Awani_[msmmﬁ)y the pper Ohio Valley Dapper Pan Club: VAL
Mz, Mat Award, Ohio Eastern District Coach of the Year: Eastern Thistrict Athletic Director of the Year and an Ouistanding
;‘-\[;Ih}ic}rignmi Award lrom Dapper Dag. Before his passing, Hedmond was inducted into the Ohic Atiletic Administranry

of Fame,

65

o




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

James ‘Jimmy’ Stewart (Media)

Jeamnes C.“Jimniy™ Stewart (Trindelphia High Schaol. Class of $918). Stewart devol-
ed pearly 4 halfcentury 1o the rewspaper profession, serving with great distinction,

He began his carcer associzted with the Wheeling News and The Register. which then
were separate newspapers. Stewart was sperts editor of the now-defunct Wheeling
Telegraph from 192 through 1929 and later became the spors editor of the News.
Register, He evensally conchiuded his Tong carcer as the associate sports editor of the N-
R where ke worked alongside fellow Halt of Famer Bill Van Home,

In the carly vears of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater friend than
“Jimmy" Stewar, this according to Van Home himself, Beginning in 1943, Slewan kept
the weekly standings on foothall and basketball wntil his retiremient ot Decemsber 31,
{968, Stewart alsp painstakingly kept record books that proved invaluable (0 anyane interested in Ohio Valley
sports lore, He also was recognized as a walking cocyclopedia on local athletics. His head was a storchouse
of sporss information, What wasn't committed to his memory could be found in his packet-sized record books
and envelopes which filled his desk and filing cabinet.

Brginning in the carly 19205, Stewant’s “Lookin’ Em Over” column was one of the most widely-read
througheut the area. In Jater years, he penned a golf column, “The 19th Hole,” which appeared in the nows-
pajrer every Sunday from the spring months into the fall. He also initiated a popolar Monday column on area
eolleginte sports which e titled,, “With the Colleges.”

He was alsu involved with the scheduling of basketball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley
Buoard of Approved Basketball Officials. His love of sandiot baschall was well known. as he almost metica-
{ously covered happenings in the old [ntellipencer and United Mine Workers baseball keagues.

A qguiet man who never cast himself in the limelight during bis career, Stewart was honered with a specini
award at the time of his retirement from an appreciative Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. He also received an
award of appreciation from the Uipper Ghio Valley Dapper Dan Club.

John Craig (Coaches)

John Craig (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967}, Craig cnjoyed an illusiions
26-veor career 2s 2 head wrestling cooch, including fwo scasons ar Hillshoro (Dhio
High Schoal, 18 years at Steubenwille Big Red and (ive years at Indian Creek High
School in Wintersville,

While 2t Big Red, his feams carmed six overall championships in the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament. Sieubenville also captured seven divisional titles and finishe:!
inthe top three a total of 13 times at the conteronce championship cvent. Fhinty-one of
his Big Ked matmen vamed individual conference titles, He had 87 qualifiers for the
Ot state meet, five of whom eamned individoal chatopionships, end 23 who were state
place-winners. Vs toam finished in the top five i the Ohto state towmnamens four fimes,
mcluding a runner-up finish in 1988,

Craiz’s 1989 squad finished the regular season ranked Wo. 1 it The Associsted Press Division H wresifing
pelt and placed third at the state toumament. His overalt dual mect record was 203-74.3 and he coached his
feams to 42 toumament championships, inclading nine distriet titles. Four times, his trams tumed in unde-
frated dual meet records. Several of his former wrestlers wont on 10 compete in coliegs at schools such as
Ohio Sute, Purdue, Anny, Navy and West Liberty. One of his prowépds won 2 Big 10 championship and oth-
ers were place-winness i@ the NCAA Division 1, [, 81 and NAIA antional roumaments.

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on Bve oceasions and was prosented the prostigious
M Mat Award" in 2002, He is a member of the Ohio Wiestling Coaches and the Wet Liberty State College
Athletic Halls of Fare. In 1989, he was selerted as the East-Southeast Wresthiag Coach of the Year and the
Chio Division 11 Coach of the Year, For 21 years, Craig served as a wresiling official on the youth, junior
high. high school, college and open levels. As a pringipal at Tndian Creck. he was one of the founders of the
Buckeye § Athietic League.

As an athlese, Craig wrestled ar Follansbee High Schoot and was o three-year fetrenman at West Liberry
where he earned WVIAC championships three tmes and twice was the MVFE in the conference tournament.
In 1972, Craig was the tupner-up in the NALA pations] meet. where he camed All-Asierican honors.

Robert ‘Bob?’ Ketilewell Conches)

Robent 5. %Bob” Kenlewell (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1947). During his 23 vears
o8 the head coach a1 Wintersvitle High Schoel (1956-T5), Kenlewell's weams posted a 143~
A 10 record, the third.best winning percentage in Ohio Valley history for coaches with 100
ur more win. His teams varned nine league championships (our in the Big Eight and five
OVAC titles). Wintersville won its Tirst OVAC crovwn under Kentlewell in 1956, got its sec-
ond in 1966 and then captured three in a row from 1970 through 19732, which equafed 2
record held previousty by Bellaire and Martins [erry.

Kettlewel! had three undefeated tenms ot Wintersville — 1957, 1967 and 1972 — and
seven clubs that sustzined just one loss. From 1966 through 73, the Wamiors lost only 1! gomes. Under
Retflewsell's direction, Wintersville scored in s record 140 straight games, ending with a scoreless tie agsinst
Bellaire in & contest that saw the Gold Warmiors denied what would have been a game.winning and streak-contin-
uing touchdown because of 2 penalty.

Anung the stars coached by this highly regarded mentor was Donnie Young, the Ohio Valley caseer rushing
recard holder. Among the other mimerous college athietic foutball standruts tutored by Keitlewell were Ohin State
captain Alan Jack who played on an undefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes. and Roger Alford. the first
biack to sign at West Virginia University,

Reitlewelt also was a standout athlets while playing at Linsly Military Instirete. He lettered in foar speats ancd
played football at West Virginia University, where he also lettered.

Indian Creek High School’s (formerly Wintersville High) football (acility was renamed “Bob Ketthewelt
Memorial Stadium™ in his honor. In 1990, Bob was the fourth Ohio Valley coach inducted info the Ohio Football
Coaches Association Hall of Fame. He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1987

William ‘Bill” Thomas (Otsicials)

Willizan 3. “BUHI" Thomas (Bellahre High School, Class of 1952). During a 48-yeur
carcer as 8 frack official, Thomas served a5 the meot referce for nearly every major
championship in the Obio Valley, The Jist incindes the Martins Forry and Shadyside
Relays: the 5t Clairsville. Barnesville and Whecling Park Invitationals; Cal Giffin
Track Classic: varions OVAC championship meets; West Virginia Regionals and the
Ghio High Schoo! Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and Distriet meets.

He was a meer official for 10 OVAC schouls, including Bellaine, Barnesville,
Carsbridge, John Marshall, Magtins Forry, Shadyside, Skyvue, St Clairsville, Whealing
Park and Union Local and Thomas also worked as a meet official at the Mansfield
Relays {13 yearsy, Bellaire Relays (48 yearsh: Ohio regional championships (10 yearsy
and 1he Obto high school state meets for boys and glels €15 years). Thomes also serted as meer dijector as
nuwmerows Buckeye State district and regional events, along with the OVAC Track Championships.

He received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for service o track and field in 1983; was honovary reforee af the
Bellaire Relays in 1996 and was honored again doring the 50-year cclebration of the famed Rellaine meet in
2004, The former Beilaire High athketic great is a member of the schooi’s Wall of Fame.

Thornas attend Mississippt State on a foothall scholarship and also Ienered there in 1rack his freshman year,
After two years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Aomy and served oversess befure coming home and play-
ing on the 1936 National Service footbali championship team. coachied by Don Corsell, who Jater coached
the San Diego Chargers. Thomas finished his college carver at West Liberty State College where he lettered
in footbadl and bascbafl. He also had a long and seecessful career in coaching. He spent five years as an assis-
tant in football and haskethail at Bellaire High. After that tenure, he weat to St. Clabrsville as head baschall
coach and an assistant in foothall and Sasketball. Bi Jater spenr five years as head foothall coach ar
Bernesville before beroming athletic dizeetor at Bellaire in 1973, He served as head coach at Union Logal
from 1978 until 198) when he returned ro Bellaire ss a teacher until retiring in 1989,

Tom Keane (athlete - 19405)

Yous Keane {Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1944). The Bellatre native was a
multi-sport standour for the Cadets and carned AN-OVAC basketball and foothall on the
first selections in 1933-44. He also was an All-City busketball selection. As a senior on
& 7-4 record Cadet foothall team, the two-way back and punter returned a pass inter-
eeption 106 yards to score in an 18-6 win over Wanwood.

He enrolled at Ohic Stafe where he letfered as a freshman before serving 20 months
in the U.5. Navy.

Upon discharge, ke enrolled at West Virginia University and letiered {n 1946 and
1947, beceming a rare letterman at both OSU and WVUL

Keane was & third round pick and $8th overall National Football 1eague Draft sclection by the Los Angeles
Ratns in 1948, He played elght NFL seasons, and B7 games., as a defensive back-offensive end ineluding the
first four with the Rams. in 1932 he played with the Dallas Texans before two years with the Baltimore Colts
and ended his career I 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was a two-tie All-Pro and played in the 1853
Pro Bow, ranked second in the NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in three NEL champioaship
games inclyding the 1937 Rams’ e want. From 1948.52, bosh Keane brothers competed in the NFL.

He was & long-time assistant coach in the NFL including Chicago Cordinals from 1957.59, Pittsburgh
1965 and was an original member of the Miami Dolphins’ staif in 1966 where be remained through 1985 a5
defensive backs and special teams coach. In 1962, he became the first head coach of the Wheeling Ironmen
and served until joining the Steelers’ staff. The Ironmen went 9-4 in 1962 hefore winning the United Foothall
League title with 4 12-1 reeord in 1963, In 1964, the Ironmen were 7-7.

Keane died af age 74 in 2001,

Nick Mumley (Athlete - 19505)

Nick Mumley (Wheeling High Schoal, Class of 1955) One of the most honered
three-sport athleies in the long history of Wheeling High, he stamed in footbalf. bas.
kethall 2nd track, eaming three varsity kelters in sach.

He was first 1cam All-State in football as a two-way end and he also received All-
QVAL and AR-City accolades.

1n hasketball, he was first team 2il-class Al-West Virginia as a senior and was a two-
time AH-OVAC and All-City first team selection. He scored 158 points per game as o
jumnior and 24,3 per outing as a senior.

As a Wildcar senlor in 1955, the 6-foot-6 center was the anchor of the final team coached by QVAC
Legends® honorce Everett Brizkman which won its first 18 games before bowing in the regular season finale
at Bellalre, The OVAC title-winging tegm won the sectional and regionsl titles before bowing in the first
round of the state townament to Mullens to finish with 2 22-2 record.

He also scored 3) points in a record-sening 146-110 victory over Wetr High at Madison Gymnasiom, a
game which set Ohio Vailey and West Virginia marks for combined points in a game (256).

[0 track, he won two state one-class shot put ttfes with marks of 51-3 1/2 in 1955 and 53-2 34 ia 1954
and two GVAC shot put crowns. including a conference-record toss of 3-8 £2.

He eamed a foothai! scholarship to Pundue University, whene be Jettered thres years as a regular two-way
end.

He was the 31st overall NEL draft pock in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, bur opted 1o play in the new
American Feothall League where he competed three seasons from 1960-62 with the Now York Titans, a fore-
munner of the Jets, a5 a defensive end-offensive trekie. He played in 2 wtal of 42 AFL games.

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete - 1950s)

Tam Yakubowski {Adena High School, Class of 1958). A three-sport standout for the
Golden Wave who starred in the first year the school joined the conforence, whicl
expanded to three classes in 1937-58,

At Adena, he was a thize-spon team captain in football, baskethall and basebalf and
carned 10 Jetzers— four in baseball and three each in basketball and football.

The 1857 Adena football warn went 6-2-2 and won the GVAC Class A crowin. He was
a fullback-linebacker-guarerhack in foothall and an Al-GVAC, All-Valley Small
School and All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He was the MYF of the 1958 Dhjo-
WNa. All-Star game won by Ohie, 25-0. He scored 13 peints and stasred as fuliback-
linchacker.

#n basketball, he was a iwo-time All-East Ohio Athletic League boporee and tveraged in denble figures for
three seasons. inclading 113 points per game as a sophomere; 17.53 points 2¢ 4 junior and 19.2 pointe as a
serdor.

In basehull, the pitcher-infielder was an All-Ohio selection a5 a senior asd he also pitched in the East-West
All-5tar game in Columbus. He led the Golden Wave to a 12-1 recond, Josing in the regional finals w0
Northwestern High and future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He tossed 1wo one-ititters in a three-day
span and hagd 32 273 consecutive scoreless innings in tosrnament play, which ranks second in e Oblo Bigh
School recerd book.

He camed a football scholarship to Purdue University. where he lettersd 2s 2 sophomere end segior full-
back-linebacker while suffesing a series of ke injurics. He was second on the team in mshing {310 yand)
os 4 sophomore. He glso played basehall one season ar Parduz.

Yakubowski competed in the 1962 Rlve-Gry Al Star Footbali Game mnd trisd out 21 a freo apent with the
Buffzlo Bills.

Bill Kennedy (auiete - 19605)

Rilt Kernedy {Werwood High School. Class of 1967). Basketball and Bill Kennedy
are syponymous, Seme four-plus decades siner staming af old Warwoeod High Schoct,
hasketball still is a major part of bis Efe.

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep carcer with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 guard led
Warwood o state Class AA basketball toumament appeasances in both the {966 and *67
campaigns. He capped his prep hoop carcer hy spacking the Vikings w the school’s only
state baskethall crown, That tezm finished with a swetter 24-2 mark. including closing the
season on & §5-game viciory un. Warwood captured its first OVAC hoopitie in 71 years,
with Kennedy providing much of the fircpower with his 26.2 poiats per game average.

The cxplosive backeourt Qandy gamered first-team All-West Virginia, A-OVAC, and
ALCiry plaedits. Tust a scason pror, Kennedy led the Vikings 1o 2 22-4 mark and the state semifinals before
being eliminated by WMullens. He was & fisst-tzam AH-OVAC honoree that vear atul was named an ail-state tour-
nament selection. an horor he duplicated ss o sentor. Kennedy finished his illustricus Vikimgs” hasketball carcer
with more than 1,200 peints. He was also an accomplished high jumper, as reflected in his third-place finish in
the state Cluss AA roieet as a sertor,

His baskethall achicvements carmed him a spot with the West Liberry State Cotlege buskethall team. He wast-
£d no time in making his mark for the Hilltoppers, leading the team in scoring in both his freshman and sogh-
ormore seasons with 509 and M5 points, respectively. Kennedy earmed ol WVIAC and sli-tournament plaundits
as a froshinan,

His two yoaes of imprressive play with WLSC provided a springboard tw a transfor i Arizona State University
for the 1971 and *72 scasons. Kennedy jroved he was o strali-school wander as be led the Sun Devils in seor-
ing both scasons. averaging 14 8 and 14.6 points per game. respectively, His two-year paint total of 765 §s the
nitk hest For & Saz Devil m a two- -year career. All lold, he scored 1,719 on the eollegiate level.

His play a1 Asizona State canghe the eyes of professional svouts. He was dralied by Mermphis of the ABA,
but opied Yot 1 careet as » basketball official. Keznedy. who sill resides in the Phoeniy area. eominues o he &
Pac- 10 eoliege baskethall offivial.
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Bob Rieves (Aiete - 1960s)

Bob Rieves {Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). Some 40 years afler renning his
dinal prep race, Rieves remains the measuring stick for sprint preamess in the Obio
Valley. The 156-pound mercurial-heeled rocket was nothing short af sensational during
his career with the Wildcats.

Rieves was neady untouchable hig linal two years in the high school ranks,

As a senlor, Rieves turned in o performance that still rznks with the sll-ime great
OVAC ruuning fetes. He broke two state records in the state champianship meet while
tying a thind.

He blistered the 220-yard dash in a new state standard of 21.5 while he smoshed the
440 mark by 1.2 seconds via his 47.7 clocking. Rieves' scintiflating 9.8 in the 100
eyualed the state reeond. His assault on the state reconds resulied in him becoming the firse OVAC athlew in
28 years 10 be the state meet’s high scorer.

Ricves was alue the West Virginia state champion in the 220 as a jusior

The Wildcat star captured live individual GVAC sprist pold medals in his final two vears of high schaot.
His impressive efforts helped lead Wheeling High o the 1969 OVAC tram championship, the school’s first
such 1itle in 23 years.

His sprinting daminaace is reflected in the fuct that he was undefeated a5 a senior in the 220 and 440 and
was never worse than second in the 100 in that fime. He tied for high-point honoers in the prestigions Bellaire
Relays his senior year while being the high scover in every other meet that spring.

Rieves' sprinting accompiishments were so impressive that his wrack jersey was setired at the annual
Wheeling High awards assembly.

Rieves camed a track scholarship to West Virginia University. He tompeted for two seasons for the
Mountaineers. He eamed his backelor of science degree in landscape architecture. He now tesides in Brooklyn
and iy employed by the New York City Parks & Recreation Depanmient as a capital projects analyst.

Mike Kovalick (athiete - 19705)

Mike Kovalick (Bellaire High School, Class of $975). Kovalick has the distinction
“of nut enly being a twotport standout, but alse a two-state standout.

Kovalick. the son of fegendary coach George Kovalick, was 2 prep grid and mat per-
former for three yoars at Weir High before matriculating to Bellaire High Tor his senior
year. Both scheols benefiied from his prowess on the gridimon and on the mat.

Kovalick s a rare suate champion wrestler in both West Virginia and Ohio. He turned
the trick in the Mountain State os a junior for the Red Riders and capped his prep mat
career with a state championship in the Buckeye State for the Biz Reds, Both wrestling
cromens came in the 185-pound classification.

The powerful matman was near-perfect his final o years on the mat. He won 27 of 28 mutches a5 3 jun-
ior before running the table in all 28 bouts as senior. He was an OVAC champion both winters after placing
{ifth as a sephomore.

He [inished his illustrious wrestling career with a stellar 64-3-2 mork,

Kovalick continzed his mat success on the collegiate Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas ot
Arizona Statz. Xovalick finished as PAC- 1D runact-up 2t $90 pounds in his senior season.

Kovalick -~ Bellaire High's first-cver state wrestling champrion ~ was inducted inte the school's Hall of
Fame in 1983,

He was also an all-star performer in Toothall. The 1wo-way lineman anchored the Weir High trenches his
sophomore and junior vears and filled the same role ot Bellaire in 1974,

Kovalick eamed ali-Valley and all-OVAC honors his fnal two years. Moreover, he was named sll-Ohie in
foobalt Bis senior campaign and he played in the OVAC All-Star Game.

Kovalick resides in Wheeling.

Joe Pettini (athlete - 19705)

Jog Pettini (Brovke High School, Class of 1973). Pettini is without question on the
short lisi of the greatest prep basehall players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school
diamond restme is overflowing with accemplishinents which fed tn o sparkling colle-
giate career at Mercer University.

Thie multi-talemed Pertini stated every game during his Brooke High career, some
140 contests. He didn™ skip a beat at Mercer, starting all 196 games for the Macon,
Georgla-based institution,

Pettini not only enjoyed individual success in his prep career, he also led the Dadng
to a coveted stte basehall chumplonship. He was 2 two-time Orss-tean all-West
Virginia selection and was twice named captain of the all-Valley squad. He carned the distinction of being
captain af hoth the all-Valley and 231-OVAC teums s 4 senlor,

After his brilliant Mercer career, Pettini was signed as 2 non-drafted (ree agent with the Montreal Expos in
1977 He was later sraded to San Francisco, playing four seasons with the Giants. Pettini finished his profes-
sional baseball career by playing three years with the Class AAA Loulsville Redbinds.

He then entered the coaching ranks, helding several different posts. His managerial career commenced
witlh Hamilton. Ontario in 1989, He moved o 51, Petersburg for the 1990 season and in Arkansas for three
seasuns, Petting ended his minor league managerial carcer by guiding the Loutsville Redbirds to the American
Association championship.

Pettini gained a plum assignment in 2002 when St Cardinals' manuger Tony LaRussa tabbed Petting to be
his beneh coach, & position he still helds today. He attained the ultimate in 2006, gaining & World Series
championship ring with the Casdinals.

Jog ondd his wife Basbara have two children, Michelle (25) and Josept: James (28). They reside in Bethany,
W, Va,

Connie Doutt (Adiete - 19805

Caonnie Dourt (Buckeye Trail High School. Class of 1981). At a time when girls’
spofts were stanting to take held in high school adetics, Dewtt was oge of the (irst who
excelled in three sports = haskerhall, volleyball and softball — but it wes on the bas-
kethall court where she had her biggest impact.

The schools ofl-time leading scorer with 1,842 poists who also had 538 career
rebounds, the 3-7 guard helped Trail to four straight trips 10 the OHSAA State
Toumament under Coach Dave Lien, including a state championship during her sopho-
more seasen in 1979,

In her frzshman vear, Trail posted 2 221 record. with Dot scoring 284 points and
raining Associared Press AH-Ohio bonotable mention. She scored 311 points &s the Lady
Wamiors went 23-1 in winning the state title in her sophomonst season, with Douit zamed the state tournament
MVP and again gaining henorable mention AN-Ohio accolades. The team went 26-1 with Doutt as a junior
scoting 432 puints. She recived first team All-Ohio from Unied Press International and (inished as rutster-up
as the “Player of the Year” to Trail teammate Lo Heady. She was alse a third weam All-Ohio pick by AP

Boutt maved to the head of the class. so 10 speak, as & senior when she scored 815 points and was {irst team
UPI AN-Dhin and “Player of the Year” a5 well us frst team AP AN-Ohio and first team AM-OVAC, That year,
Trall posied a 23-4 recond, meaning the Eady Warziors' record doring Doutt's Tour years was an incredible 94-
7. She was selected for the first Ghio Norh-South All-Star Game and scored 18 points o cam game MVP hon-
0TS,
Doult was alse & four-year starter and Jetterwinrer in both volleyball and softhall, playing on the Lady
Warriors” state toumament teum in 1979, She was inducted into the Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in
$596

The talented cager went en to 4 fine four-year career at the University of Michigan, becoming the school's
Tirst out-of-sumte scholarship recipiest in women's basketball. For her career at Mickigan, Douit scored 415
puints, had 267 rchounds and 170 assists.

Jay Peterson (amiete - 1980s)

Jay Peterson (Cadiz High Schoot, Class of 19801 A spectacular four-sport mthiere,
Peterson made his biggest impact on the Tootball ficld,

The Hopedale native dazzled 25 o running hack with sumerous memaorable performanc-
3. including 4 single-game modern Ohio Valley-record 377 yards against Mingo and games
of 288 and 282 yards. He scored six touchdowns in & game twice.

Petersen broke a S0-year old Ohio Valley single-season rushing record held by DVAC
“Logends” honosee George (Puck) Burgwin whea be rushed for 2348 vards on 203 carries
to lead Cadiz 1o an 8-0-2 record. He just missed the modern single-seagon scorlng recond
with 21 points {32 TDs, 2B PAT kicks), one point shy of OVAC Hall of Faner Terry
Sitively of Powhatan's mark of 227 points.

I hits three-year gridiron carcer with the Candinals, he mshed for 3,959 yards {second at the time on the Ohie
Valley carcer list) and scored 349 points. Peterson had his football No, 22 retired by the schoot.

Iz track. he recorded the Ohio Valley's fastest thme in the 100-meters as a seaior {11.6 seconds) and also had
the fastest 0-yasd time (10.3) that year. He won the OVAC Class AA 1Gbmeter race in 110 seconds.

He split spring duty between track and basebali and was an Al-Valtey honorable mention pick, hitting 352 and
reconding 25 stelen bases on an $8-7 record team. Peterson ulso pasticipated in basketball as a sephomere and jus-
far,

He esmed a scholarship to Miami (Ohio) University and was honored three times on the All-Mid-American
Cenference fouthall team, incloding first team accolades in 1982, seeond tears in 1983 and honerable mention in
1981, A four-year letterwinner, he is fifth on the ol-time career rushing yardzge st at Mismi with 2874 yards.

Following his graduation from Miami in 1983, Peterson went on to a coaching carcer, first as high schou! assis-
tant at Cadiz as well as Cincinnati Anderson and Cincinnatt Witwow. He then spemt eight years at Miami of Ohio
(1993.98). five ycars at Nonhwestern Universiry ¢1999-2004) and he s cureatly beginning his fourth year at
Eustern Michigan University where he s the assistant head eonchfdefensive coondinatorTinebackers coach,

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 1990s)

Mark Cisar (Magnalia High School. Class of 1994). He is the only two-time winner
ol a state [oorball “Player of the Year™ award in OVACT history, having won Wast
Virginia’s Kennedy Award in 1992 and '93, He was also ihe Gatorade “Player of the
Year” in 4992 and was a two-time Clasy AA all-state captain. He was a two-time All-
OVAC and All-Valley selection.

Cisar played quarterback, safety. placekicker and punter on Blue Eagle wams thar
eompiled a two-year record of 23-3, finishing us the Class AA state munner-up twice
under the twteloge of his father, Dave Cisar. In two scasons as a staner and one 28 &
backup, he passed for Okio Valley recond totals of 5,193 vards and 64 touchdowns. Ay
& funtor, he passed for a recard 2,69 yards and M TDs. He also kicked 2 valley and state record total of 83
paints and had a record-tying 89-vard TD pass 4s a junior.

In baseball, he was & three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, AllL-GVAC and All-Valley pitcher.

He was also a regular in basketball. scoring 435 points in a game on one cecasion.

He eamed & basebatl scholarship to Charleston Southern Universky in South Carmlina wher he was  four-
year starter. He was named Big Sowh Conference “Flayer of the Year™ in 1997 and was a thiee-time all-con-
ference pick.

He was drafted by e Boston Red Sox and was the Bed Sox Rookie League “Pitcher of the Year™ in 1998,
In 1999, he was selzcted o the South Adantie League AH-Star Team snd won o South Atlantic League title
i1 °99 as 2 member of the Augusta Green Jacketa. He then played for the Capitakes de Quobec, an independ-
ont feague team, and was an all-star in 2002 and the Nosthem Leagoe “Relief Pitcher of the Year™,

Cisar carned his bachelor's degree in physical education and was a substiiote teacher for five years in the
Wetzel County School system before going back to Charleston (S.€.) 10 serve a8 a health and physical edo-
cation teacher as well as an assistant feotball coach.

Hc is the head feetball coach at Union Local High School, guiding the Jots 1o a 9-1 record and their Grat-

L ever ONSAA playolT berth in 2067, He was named the Eastern District™s Division 1Y “Co-Coach of the Year™,

Suzie Dailer (amiete - 19905)

Suzte Datler {Wheeling Cenral Catholic High Schoal, Class of 1991). She proved to
be a tree "queen of te coun” in many ways, excelling for four years in basketball and
tenniy amd adding a couple of fing seasons in volleyball for good measure,

In haskethall, Dailer gain All-West Virginia recognition all four years, inchuding frst
team i Class AA a8 o sophomore and senfor and seeond team Jaurels as a junior, She
was alsir a (hree-thine AI-OVAC and All-Valley first team selection and a iwo-time All-
Mountaineer League pick. The valley's leader in three-point ficld goals all four years,
she scored 22.1 points por game 2s a senior and Mnished her career with 1,38 points,
the all-time girls’ mark forthe Lady Maroon Kpights. Dailer Jed Central to three straight
OVAL Class AA championships and was 2 sophomare on the Knights' W, Va, Class A4
atalg ragner-up squisd in 1989, Cential posted a 77.17 record duping her career,

In wennis. she also lettered four years and had tremendous success in both OVAC and state tournament play,
culminating in 1 W, Va. statc deubles champienship {with Pam Butch) as a senior as the Lady Knights fin-
ished as the state renner-up. She also Gnished Grst or second in several VAC and regional toumaments in
both singles and dpubles and helped the team 1o throe OVAC titkes and thiee top four [inishes in the s,

In volleyball, she Yettered twice and gained first team AILGVAC honers as a senior, helping the wam v a
37-5 record and the OVAC, W.Va. Section § and Reglon 1 titles, and a Class AA runser-up (inish in the stale
tounament.

Dailer continued to star at St. Bonaventure University as 2 four-year starter and letterwinner, She finished
as the schoal's fifth all-time leading scorer {1,422 points) and had the fifth-best single-season in 1992.93 (52
polats). She set records for single-game (8}, single-season (99) and carcer (2913 three-pointers; had the sin-
gleeseason fecord for assists (163) and was second in carcer assisis (449). Her all-star honors at St
Bonaventure included second team all-conference as a sophomeore and thind team as a senior. The 1995
Division | Woumen's Baskethall National Three-Point Shouting champion. she was induizd into the St
Bormaveniure Athlctic Hall of Fame in 2006.
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Richard ‘Dick’ Edge (0vAC ‘Family’)

Richard “Dyck" Edge (Wheeling High School. Class of 1954 To say Edge ha-
worn many different hats over the years would be o vast understatement.

He has spent 42 years in education, serving as a teacher. coacth, assistant principal. prin-
cipal and superintendent at vatious OVAC-member schools.

Edge coached in various capacitics at Triadelphia, Warwood amd Wintersvilie high
schools, starting the wiestling programs o both Triadelphis and Warwood as well a~
four junior high programts in Obio County. He coacked Warwood 1o an undefeated sea-
son and an OVAC wrestling championship as well s siath place finish in the W.Va,
State Tournament wlen there way oaty one clessification. He also co-founded and
coached summer teack and girls” softhall programs in Wintersville.

Among his accelades were being named Ohieo Eastern District Wrestling Coach of the Year in 1975; recelv-
ing the OVAC's prestigions ‘Mr. Mat® Award in 1979 indection into the West Liberty State College Hall of
Fame i 1997; and seleetion 1o the WESC Wall of Honer [or Outstanding Alumai in 2003,

Edge served as prosident of the OVAC during the 1986-87 and 1987-58 school years und scrved as a member
of the OVAC Executive Board for many years. He was also s past president of the Tri-County Athlctic League
and the East Central Ohio League.

He atso officiated 2t various levels in football, basketball and wack.

Edge vepresented Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC Alb-Star Foothall Thame and then went on to West
Libeny State College where he was a four-year letterman, two-time all-West Virgini Conference sclection
and the tearm's co-captain as a senior,

He rercived his B A, in Business Education, Health Education and Physical Education and 4 Master's
Degree in Sccomdary Adeinistration (rom the Univessity of Dayeon. He is a US. Army veteran, serving
active duty from 1958-64 and in the reserves from (960-63.

DPr. Vincent ‘Vince’ Monsean (OVAC “Contributor”)

Dir. Vincent “Vince" Manseau {Weir High Schoal, Class of $938). Think of the sport
of wrestling and you think of Monseau, who ejoyed success at the high school level
focally before making his mark at West Liberty State College.

As 2 high sehool coach, he spent nine years at Ozk Gien, Charleston and Welr high
schoals, guiding the 1967 Oak Glen squad to 2 W.Va, State Toumament championship.

Afier one year at Peru State in Nebraskn, ke spent 31 years (1973.2064) as head
coach at West Liberty, compiling a 359-221-7 record. He coached 72 All- Amerleans,
34 Academic AR-Americans and six National Champicens and guided the Hillioppers fo
a national runser-up finish in 1993,

Monseau. who also coached (oothall and cross country during his days at WLSC,
directed the NALA Natignal Wrestling Toumnarment in both 1976 and *87 and was an edministrative assistant
Jor the NCAA Division [l National Wrestling Touwmnament in 2083,

His swards are nomerous. incleding the OVAC ‘Mr. Mat’ award in 1983, NALA Hall of Fame in 1937;
USA Wrestling Bronze Level Member Coach in 1987, West Liberty State Cotlege Athictic Hall of Fame in
1957 NCAA Division Il Seuthwest Regional Ceach of the Year in 1996 and 1597; Nattonal Wrestling Hail
of Fame in 2002; NCAA Division I Wrestling #all of Fame in 2003; and Natiopal Wrestling Couches
Asseciation Lifetime Member in 2004,

Cuerently in bis filth year as principal at River High Schoot. Monseau also directed youth wrestling camps
a) West Liberty for nearly 30 years.

As an athlete, Morseau participated in foothall, wrestling and track at both Weir High and West Libesty
State College and later penicipated in many distance races, including the Boston Marathon and Wheeling
Distance Race.

Monseau attained his B.A. degres from West Liberty State College as well as botl a M.A. and Docrorate
of Education from West Virpinia University.

John Sorrenti (vedin

John Sarventi (Weir High School. Class of 19568). Even if you dor’t know Sorrean.
you probably weognize his voice.

Back in 1954, at the age of 16, he began what would be o 40-year career 85 4 sports
announcer for WEIR Radic in Weirton. During that time. he hroadeast foothall, baskethali
angd baseball games for four OVAC-member schools ~ Weir, Madonna, Brooke and
Wintersville,

After retiring from that position in 1994, he worked lour years for wlevision station
WTOV.TVY on fostball “Game of e Week™ telecasts and also announced the QVAC
Wrestling Tournament telecast in 1996,

As & long-time fricnd and supporter of the OVAC, Sorrenti served as Master of Cercmonies for the OVAC
Queen of Gueens competition o five years in the mid-1980s and he has been the Master of Cetemenies at
the OVAC Hall of Fame Banguet since its incoption.

Ameng Somenti's awards, he was honored on the Weir High Wall of Fame in 1995 and roceived mwo
seporate honors fron the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ghio Valley, including the 2609 Roberr 8. McKelvey
Memorial Awanl.

Sorrzati began a palitical carcer in 1982 when be was elected as a Weirton City Councilman. In 1986, he
was elected 28 2 Hancock County Commissionet - & position he was re-elected o twice for a roral of 18 years
in office.

He has also served as Purchasing Agent for Hancock County Schools and Adult Edweation and Placement
Coordinater of the John D. Rockefelior IV Cayser Center and is currently Manager ol Training at Mounttaineer
Casino, Resort and Racetrack.

Gene ¥Ford (Coaches)

Gene Ford (Indian Valley North High School, Class of 1978). As colurful and well-
known as be was suceessful, Ford compiled a 440-262 record in 31 years as a high
school boys” basketball coach.

fle coached one year at Shenandoah and five at Tuscarnwas Valley before making his
mark during 35 years at Cambridge High {1950-2005) where he won 400 games and lost
183,

Ford's Tambridge teams compiled a 39-23 record iz tosrnament play, winning 18
sectional titles, eight district erowns and five regional championships leading to five
state toumament appearances (1987-88, 199107 1994-05, 1905-96 and 1599-2000),
including a runaer-op finish in 1994-95, His teams also won 1) East Central Ohio League titles,

He received “Coach of the Year™ honors in the OVAC, Eastern District, District 12 and ECOL and was the
DOHSBCA Division [ State “Coach of the Year™ in 1988,

Ford served as president of the District 12 Coaches Association, as a frastee for the OHSAA Foundation and
on the Board of Direetors of the Ohio High School Basketball Halt of Fame Muscum. The recipient of the
OVAC Ear Heberficld Coaches Award in 2008, he was inducted into the Ohio High School Basketball
Coaches Association Hail of Fame in 2007,

As an athlete, he eamed 11 varsity letters (Tour in baseball, four in track, three in basketball) at Midvale
and Tadian Valley Nerth, He scored 1,319 carcer points 2itd carned fist team all-Ohlo, 4il-Eastern District
and all-Inter Vatey Conference accotades in baskerball and was a state qualifier i the pele vault in track.

He was a four-year fererman at Muskingum College in basketball, scoring 1,717 point (second most in
scheol history) while carming al-Ohio Athletic Corference "Athlete of the Year”™ honors and UPL “Small
America” accolades. He was a charter member of the Muskingum Athletic Hall of Fame in 1980,

Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Coaches)

Henry “Hank™ Lazasz {Warren Consolidaied High School. Class of 1930), A piflar
ol the hoys” baskathall coaching commanity for 34 years, Lazasz wopped the 400-victor,
platean as his teams at Warren C'onsolidated, Buckeye South, Buckeye SouthWest and
Burkeye Local combined lor a 405-301 record,

Al told, Lazasz-cosched teams won four OVAT championships. 10 sectional titles
and thrze district crowns while having two tcams go endefeated in the regular season
(1970 and 1977).

In 15 vears ot Warren Conselidated (1938-723, his teams wore 179-120, winning twu
QVAC champicnships {1967 and 1970, The 1978 squad posted a 22-1 record, witning
OHSAA Class A sectional and district titles before bowing in the regional.

In 14 years at Buckeye South. his tcams were 211-133 and won two OVAC championships {1977 and
198 1), eipht sectional titles and two districr crowns. The 1977 team was 22-1 and ranked No. 1 iz Ohio Class
AA, losing in the regiona! finals. That vear, Lazasz was named Ohio Class AA “Coauh of the Year™ by UPL
and Eastern District "Coach of the Year” by AP

He concluded with two years at Buckeye SouthWest and then was head coach in the Girst year of the complete
Buckeye Local consolidation In 1990-91,

Laziss also was the OVAC all-sponts “Coaclt of the Year™ in 1970 and received the Upper Ohlo Valley
Dapper Dan Club's Card Hamill Award in 1990, He coached in both the Ohie North-5outh AR-Star Game and
the OVAC All-Star Classic apd had two yearly OVAC baskethall scholarships named in his honor. He receive
the OVAC's Ear} Haberficld Conches Award in 1986,

He was a member of the OHSBCA and served as president of the District 5 Basketball Coaches
Asseciation. He was also indeczed into the Ohtio High School Baskerball Coaches Association Hali of ¥Fame
and the Distict 5 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame.

Lazasz was & Qree-year letterman in Righ schoo! basketball af Warren Consolidated in both baskeiball and
fomball. He then tetrered two years in basketball and four in football st Bethany Colluge before serving two
yeoars in the L8, Anmy.

Bill Paolisso (omicials)

Bill Paolisso {Weir High School, Class of 1946). He was a mainstay ameng arca
efficials. working OVAC foothull and boys/givls haskethall pames for a 50-year period
from 1948-1998, {irst with the Wheeling board and later with the Woirton-Stenbenville
board.

Paolisso officiated 10 West Virginia state championship football games during his
carcer and several Ohio-West Virginia and OVAC Al-Star football games.

#n basketball e officiated move than 100 postseason ournaments {sectionals. region-
ols, state). {ncluding 1% state toumnaments. He worked the fimt Samuel A, Mumley
OVAC All-Star Basketball Ciassic jn 1978 and glwo was a referec in the West Virginia Conference.

Ameong Paolissa's officiating awards are the OVAC Robent Dawson Officials Awand; the Ohdo Valley
Foothall Coaches Association ({ficials Award; the West Virginia Secondary Schools Athletic Commission
Award; end the Weirten-Steubenville Officials” Board Award.

Paclisso was 2 three-sport athlete at Weir High ({ootball, basketball and basehull). He was Nirst seam all-stare
in Toothall s baskethall as a sender, eaming al-OVAC honors in baskethall twlce and ence in (bothall, He
was alse all-tournamnent lor the state champion Red Riders” haseball wam.

He played two years of professionat basehalt in the 3t Louls Cardinals’ erzanization (1932 and 1953 and
he served two years in the U.8. Ammy.

Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (Athleie - 19405)

Harold “Boe” Daugherty ¢Weir High School, Class of 1948), In 1945, ke became
the first of only seven high sehool athletes o win the W. Vi, Amateur Athlete of the Yeur
Avward. the state’s oidest honor dating hack to 1934, A first rean, all-ciass. all-stater in
foothall, haskethall and baseball, he also earned AN-OVAC football and basketball honers
as a Red Rider senior.

The two-way back led Weir o a 9-1 foothall reeond in 1943, losing ondy 1w state
champion Parkersburg, As a senior. in 1944, he led Weir to a 413 victary ove
Parkersburg and acconnted for five souchdowns — aTD rup, two T passes, a 16 1-yand
pass intercepilon retum and an B0-yard kickelf retum-

Daugherty’s fwo-year career incloded rinning and passing for 1,925 yards and 31 souchdowns. He also
retwrned kicks and was a star defensive back, N

Tu basketball, the all-stater helped Weir to 2 22-2 record. In baseball, he led the Red Riders 10 the one-class
state championshif in 1943,

He signed a feotball scholarship to Ohio State University whene he played on 4 7-2 secord team a5 a [resh-
man starting safety. In the fifth game. he moved into the starting offensive lineup ay teitback. He way drafted
intes the ULS. Ay i April of 1946 and, after discharge, he signed 2 professional ba-chull contract with the
Detroit Figers and played po beseball from 1948-32, Included were three years in Class AAA with Buffalo
and Toleda, He openad the 1984 seasen with the major league 1eam. bt rewmed to Tolado after 2 month.

When she Weir High football coarhing tob epened. he was hired and guided bis se ond ®am, in 1935, 10
za 82 recond and an OVAC e He also continued bis o hasehall carcer by ploying in the late 19505 in
Afinot, ND., and Miachell 510 and was monager of fnom leams in 1964 and 1965 ir Covo Beach, Fla., and
Duluth, Minn. He capped his high school eoaching carrer in Badfont, Ohio,
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Jim Hanna (Athiete - 19505)

Jim Hanna (Weir High School. Class of 19582, A three-sport all-star who Jed the Red
Riders to two state ene-class championships as a senior, be is one of the most decorat-
ed athletes in schoo! history. A varsity foothall starter 25 a freshman, he continued 1o
excel under Hall of Fame coach Carl Hamill, whe labeled Haona and Daugherty as “iwo
of the finest all-around athletes™ he coached in his legendary carcer.

In 1949, Henna starred on the 2140 record Welr [oothall ream which won the Grse
W.va. largest Class A playofT titfe with a 27-13 victery over Milion, The two-way
endfpunter/placekicker tanded nine wuchdown passes and scored 83 points a2 2 senjor
when be was runper-up for the West Virginia Player of the Year Heisman Award {now the Kennedy Award)
and was selected first team AILOVAC, All-Valley and All-State. He also played in two all-star games: West
Virginia vs. Ohio and the West Virginia Norh-South pame.

In baskethell, he was sccond team AWV and Al-OVALC,

In basebatl, he pitched und batted Weir to the one-cluss West Virginia championship. In the 5-3 {inzls’ win
over East Bank, he struck out 10 ia a six-hit elfort and baited in four runs with jwo singles.

He accepted 2 foothall scholarship from fependary Kentucky ceach Paul (Bear} Bryam and started at end
on a freshman squad quanterhacked by Babe Paritli, He left scheol 1o play minor league basebalf for severat
scasens before relurning (o Weirton, where he has been a long-time Jocal American Legion, high school and
summuer baseball coach and scout.

Bill Jobko (Asilete - 19505)

Bill Jobko (Bridgeport Migh School, Class of 19531 A threo-year, three-sport
Bulldeg athlete in ‘foothall, hasketball amd baseball, he camed AILOVAC and All-
Valley feotball honors as 2 senior lineman,

Recruited by Ohio State University. e berame a two-way offensive goard and
linchacker who played en the Buckeye natienal ttle teams af 1954 end 1957 when the
Buckeyed won two Rose Bowls, He was tcam MVP in 1957, He is the only player in
Big 16 Conference history o never play in a fosing Big 10 regular season game, He
reeorded a safoty for the College All-Stars in a 35-19 victory over the NFL charapion Detroit Lions, one of
only eight imes the collegians defeated the NFE champions in the zansal elassic,

He was drafted by the Los Angeles Rams and played for the NFL team from 1958-62 before performdng
for the Minnesata Vikings from 1963-65. Jobko cepped his pro playing caveer as a team defensive captain of
the original Atlanta Falcons in 1966. From 1967-89, he worked for the Falcens in verious roles -assistant
coach, scout and Director of Pro Player Personnel. He closed his NFL canger as chief college scoul of the
Phoenix Cardinals lrom 1589-94.

Bridgeport High Scheol hanored Jobke by naming the street entrance to Perkins Field as “Bill Jobko Way™
and then on Aug. 21, 2008, dedicated its home complex as “Bill Fobke Foothall Stadium "

Tim Anderson (Athlete - 1960s)

Tim Anderson {Follanshee High School, Class of 1967). Anderson’s foothall coarcer
was 8 well-traveled one, as well as a quite successful one. He first realized grid greatness
in Follansbez. 4 prep catper so good that it landed him a scholarship 8t one of the premier
{outhall colleges in the nation = The Ohio State University.

Just lke for the Blue Wave back on the banks of the Ohio Rlver, Anderson starred
ior the Buckeyes, so much so that he was a first-round pick of the San Francisco 49ers.
His NFL, days, however. got off to a delayed stant due to contract difficulties. In the
meantime, Anderson enjoyed an all-league honors stint with the Casadisn Football
League’s Toronto Argonauts.

Anderson was a three-sport standout at Follansbee High. In addition to kis many football achkicvements,
the 6 ., 195-peunder distinguished himself quite nicely in baschall and 1rack.

As a senior, Anderson’s Blug Wave went 8-2. Those two hlemishes came in the season’s first tvo games,
eontests in which Andersen did not play due te injury, In jost eight games, Amdersen rushed for 863 vands
amf also led the team in tackles As a resolt, the two-way back camed all-OVAC, All-Valley and all-W.Va,
Class AAA fizst-ieam honors. As junior, he was all-OVAC and Afl-Velley second team.

He started two years fer the Plue Wave baschal! sguad ns ap outfickler, He also joined the track leam as a
seniar and was {ifth in the state Class AAA shot put.

At Ohio State, Anderson started thiee years 28 a defensive back. During that span, the powerf{ul Buckeyes
went 27-2 with two Big Ten titles while also being named the consensus national chamypiens in 1968, That
team heat the Q1. Simpson-fed USC Trojans in the Rose Bowl. As a scnlor. he was flrstteam all-Big Ten and
wiis a {ivit team All-American.

His Duckeye stardem proved a springhoard 1o being the 23xd pick in the 1972 NFL draft. He owned the
distinetion of being the highest of the 12 Ohio State gridders chosen in thar drafy, including Tack Tatum. When
unable te agree ta ferms with the 49ers, be played four scasons in Canada before returning to San Francisco
and playing the 1975 campaign for the Niners. The fullowing season, Anderson played lor the Buffalo Bills.

Mark Thompson (Athlese - 1960s)

Mark Thompson (Mount Plezsant High Schocl. Class of 1969). Basketball was a way of
life in the Thompson Tamily. with Matk being the most produciive. His two cider brothers
— Rich and fim ~ stied a hoep wadition at Moust Pleasam High in 1960, Every year
during that decade witnessed a Thompson in the Mounties” starting Lneup. ending with
Mark's graduation in 1965 Mark set the family stapdand, however, for basketball greatness.
He wasted no lime making his presence ielt on the handwood. Ginishing as the second-tead-
ing scorer for the junior varsity team as a frosh. That Jayvee squad wem 1840,

Thoropson was nothing short of magical the nexi three winters, leading the leam in
scoring and rehounding each campaign. His tremendous play also sparked an eye-popping
929 recond dusing that span for the Mounties, which included three successive sectional
cp-championships. a distnct final berth and a district semi-final appearance. As & sophomore, the hard-working
houpster sveraged 17.6 points a game. That Ggure jumped 1o 24.8 25  junior and was capped by a 28.) per pame
showing as a senior, including a carcer-best 50 lightings against Smithfield. During tha senior year, the Mounties
averaged more than 93 points a game, lopping the century mark in six of 18 regular season contests.

Al old. the 6 fi. 4 Thompson - who was blessed with both inside and outside scoring skills — exited high
school with § 623 points in his ponfolio. He netted a hose of aceolades for his basketball expentise, headed by first
team all-Ohio honors as both a jenior and senior. He was also an afl-Eastem Disirier, all-Eastern Ohio Athietic
League and all-OVAC honaree il three years. He was capain of the BVAC team as o sendor.

Thompson was no one-sport wonder as he a'so displayed his athletic prowess on both the gridion and baseball
diamond. He was 2 two-way stanier in foatball, staring as quarterback and defensive back. The three-year regular
was un il Eastern Bistrice. all-OVALC and Eastern Ohio Athletic League selection in his junior and senior seasons.
‘Thempson also picked up thres leners in basebail., chalked up two no-hitters and fottr one-hitter,

Not surprising, Thompson received some 120 Division 1 college scholarship offers. He cast his lot with
baskethall ot the University of Florida. Thompsen was the second-leading scorer on the Gators” [rosh tesm. Afier
redshining a5 a sophomore due to an ankle injury, he worked himself into being & partdime staner during his
junior and senlor seasony wad was & co-captain his final campaign with the Gators.

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 19705)

Marty Cayne (Linsly Military Institute. Class off 1%77). Coyne was a three-spar stand-
out for the Cadezs, but baskethall was definitely the versatile 6 ft. 5 athlete's mea ticket.

Coyne distinguished himsell as one of the promier hoopsters in the Ohio Valley
during the decade of the *70s. He was o threg-year staster in roumdball at Linsdy,
blossoming into a virtual scorlng machine his junior and senior campaigns. Coyne netted
599 points in his junior season alone. good for a 27.2 average. He was also a beast on
the boards, grabbing [4.2 caroms per outing, He nearly duplicated those numbers in his
senior campaign, scoring 598 points fer 2 27.1 averape. The (alented post's rebound
torals ballooned to 10.5 per pame.

Coyne's seoiing antics were tops in the Ohio Valley both seasons. His siagle-game high was 46 against
Wheeling Central, The dependable cager scored in double figures in al) 47 of kis high school stants. Coyne's
seoring prowess also transhated into team suceess. The Cadets compiled 54-12 recond during his final theee
campaigns. The Bridgepert native garered all-Clity, all-0VAC and all-West Virginia honors cach for his last
twa years. He also was co-captain of the all-state team as a senior. He ended his  illustrions kardwood carcer
with 1,389 poins.

He was also a standout on the gridirom, starting three seasons. The glue-fingered receiver led all Okio Valley
small school pass eatchers bis senior scason while alse averaging 37.3 yands per pust. Coyre was also named
2i-OVAC and all-staie first ream for his focthall success as a sentor.

Springtime saw Coyne stan three seasons on the Linsly diamond, serving as co-caprain as a senier.

Afler graduation (rom Linsty, Coyne recaived an appointnent 1o the 1.5, Military Academy a1 West Poinmt
(MY} He had the privilege of playing for the new egel Duke head coach Mike Krzyzewski. Coyne starsed
three seasons. helping the Black Knights of the Hudson 1o an NIT berth in 1978, He averaged 15.6 points a
game as a junior and 16.5 points as o senior. His 1,126 caroer points ranked 11th on the all-time Army scoring
Jist at the iime of his graduation. He also grabbed more than 400 rebounds for the Cadets, where he served as
co-captain as a senior. Coyne ascended (o the rank of ETC with 1 years active duty.

Mike Dawson (athlete - 1970s)

Mike Dawson (Magoolia High School, Class of £57%). When you begin (o recali the grem
athletes in Magnolia High annals, Mike Dawson is always near the top of the list. And why
noi? The rugged 6 ft. 2. 195-pounder carned 12 letters in four sports for the Blue Eagles.

1t was football, however. which brought Dawson the most acclaim. Following his senior
grid season in 1977, Dawson was selected as the W.¥a, All-Class Player of the Year by the
Morgantown Touchdown Club while lnishing a5 rennerup for the Kennedy Award. That
same seasan, he wos named capain of e afl-W.Va, Class AA 1eam as @ defensive buek after
pilfering seven passes. He was also the capuin of the all-Valley ond all-OVAC zams.
Diawson rushed for 833 yands on just 142 camies in nine games as 2 senior for Coach Dave Clsar. He was named
second-team all-state us o quonerhack as a junior. For his career. Dawson accounted for tore than 3,000 all- purpose
yards and intaled 152 points despite missing Four games with injuries.

Dawson ultimately selected West Virginia University. As a sophomare, he eamed a starting spot as a linchacker,
but he igjured his knee while blocking & punt agninst Penn Ste, Dawson ended as a two-year Mountaltiers grid
lenerman.

The talented Blue Eagle was also domigant in basebatl, He was a four-year starer, seeing action ur both catcher
and shortsiop 2nd earing all-West Virginia laurels his junior and senior seasons after helping lead the Eagle to the
stata lournament both years, He was o two-time 2ll-OVAC and oll-Villey honoree, serving as capiain of the later sy
& sevior, Spring proved quite busy for Dawsan. When not playing baseball. he was a valuahle contributor to the Blus
Fagles” rack team. Despite litle practice time. hie was still able ta spurkle in the West Virgiain Clase A state rack
meel. As a junior. ke was runner-up in both the 108-yard dash end long jump, the latter on the strengih of a leap bet-
ter than 21 feet. He alsa won the West Virginia AAL #b-yard dash in 1977

Dawson was alse 2 three-year starter in baskethall, Among his many hoop highlights was a 36-point outhurst
ugainst Wheeling Pask.

Charlie Keenan (Athtete - 1980s)

Charlie Keenan (Sieubenville High Schoal, Class of 1985). Be it on the gtiditon,
wrestling mat er in the classtoom, Keenan prided himself on cxcellence and in all three
aress of his life, he was nothing sher of sensational.

Keenan was the comerstone of Big Red's initial state grid playofl championship,
capiaining the $984 grid juggernaut. He led the Reno Saccoccia-coached gridders w a
130 season that fall. He established new school secords for tackles and sacks en route ta
being numed the state’s Division I Lineman of the Year. The lrstteam all-stater was also
accorded honorable mention All-American plaudits. He was named capiain of the all-
OVAC und elb-Easion District teams and was selected to play in the OVAC and Ohio
Nuorih-South All-Star games.

The relentless lineman was a throe-year starter for Stesbenville that went 36-0 in the regular scasen and 33-
2 gverali, His great grid play camed him the distinction of heing named the co-capain of the 19805 All-Decade
Fpothall Team selected by The Intelligencer. His Big Red success proved a springhoard to 2 foothall scholarship
to The Ohio State University where he was 2 letterman fur the Scarlet & Gray gridders.

Keenan was just as impressive on the prep mats. He won a pair of OVAC titles, capiuring the 175-pound class
as o sophomore ollowed by the 185-pound crowsn as a junior before grabhing the brass ring as the Ohio state
kingpin that winter. Kecnan opted e move up o heavyweight as a sertior, preparieg him for the rigers of en Qhio
State gridder, That meve to heavyweight set up a munch against Barnesville High's mammoth and fellow OSU
peid reervit Tim Mozley, The two met in the OVAC finals in (985, attrocting possibly the largest crowd at 2
wresiling mateh in o Valley aneals, with Moexley pulfing out an epie |1-8 wiumph. It snapped Keenan's
43-match winning streak, Keenan was awarded the Geonge Kevalick Scholarship that year, He linished his Big
Red wrestling carcer whth a sparkling 110- 8 record.

Keenan slso opted 1o wrestle al Dhio State. earning two varsity letters in the mat sport.

He was the Steubeniville High valedictozian, compiling a 4.0 GPA. He went on (o carm master's and doctorate
degrees, Afier receiving his OSU degree, Keenan returned home and served as 2 teacher, administrator and
coach at his alma mater. He now is a school superintendent in northern Ohio.

Tim Moxley (Anlete - 19805)

Tim Moxley (Bamnesville High School. Class of 1985.)) A heavyweight in every sense
of the wonl. Tim Moxley is certainly that. Moxley came up huge ia both oothall and
wiestling for the Shamrocks, He enjoyed 4 starstwdded and champion-filled four athletic
years at the western Belmont County school.

Muley gamered alf-Ohio honors in foothall for the Red & Green while also grabbing
a pair of stme wrestling championships. The 6 fi. 7, 300-pounder parlayed his prep
achievements into a foothall scholarship 2t The Ohio State Yniversity.

Mozley was & three-year starter on the Shamrocks” fine. He helped guide the Red &
Green to o 17-3 mark over his last two scasons and the OVAC championship in 1983,

He was accorded a bevy of first team all-star honors for his sentor season play. They included afl-Valley, at)-
OVAL, nil-Eastern Distriet and al}-Ohio by The Associated Press, He was a second-teamn all-Ohio United Press
International hoporee As 2 funior, Moxley was a second-team all-Valley selection,

Moxley carved out an cven more glitteriny prep resume in the mat sport, The powerful heavyweight captured
a pair of Ohie state champlonships, matching the number of OVAC crowns to Ris credit. As a senior, e led the
Shamrock grapplers 1o the overall OVAC Tournamenr tile while also being aceorded the prestigious Bierkortie
Awarnd. Moreover, the Moxley-led matinen of Toach Daneit Davis captured the state feumament feam tils in
1985, His OVAC title matches against Steubeaville's Charlie Keenan — also joining this year's OVAC Hall of
Fame induction ficld — are legendary. Mosley handed Keenan his only two Josses in the OVAC event. Moxley
wias 50 impressive on the mat that he was selected o the USA's Scholastic AI-America Wrestiing “Dream
Team” dor 198483, He was third in the OVAC as 1 sophomare.

At Oltio State, Mozley was afl [ootball. He moved into the Buckeyes' starting dneup as a sophomore, after
seeing playing time in all 13 pames as a red-shin freshman, He started seven out of the Bucks' final efght games
25 z sophomore, As a Junior, he stueed all 11 games and continued that stong play as a seaioer, He played in two
berwl pames for Ohio State « the 1987 Cotton Bowl and the 1990 Hall of Fame Bowl. Moxley was selected by
the Washington Rexdskins in the ninth round of the 1990 NFL. Draft.
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David Bosley (athlete - 19805)

David Rosley {Paden Chy High School, Class of 1993}, Paden City prides itsell on
quatity basketball, To that end, David Bosley is on the shon Tist of grest Wildcats.

Bosley was a scoring (eror at the liny Wetzed County School. The scoring atso translated
into a wealih af W:ldcal winning s the Green & White advanced 1o the West Virzinia
state (ournament in 1991 and 1992, Coach Bob Burton’s 'Cais also grabbed the DVAC
crowns in the 1992 and 1993 scasons, Al 101d, Paden City won B times and Jost just 12
during Bostey's four-year hoop carcer. Whi le the Wildeats were winning, Bosley was
scoring. He finished his prep days with 1,996 points, including 2 sentor campaign in
which he netted 29.2 points, 7.8 assists and seven reboumds per start. Those Jolly  num-
bers eamned kim the captainey of the all-state team. He was also captain of the at-OVAC
squad that year and was honered by the Dapper Dans lor outstanding achievement. During his sophomore and
jentor seasons. the 5 1. 11 backesurt dandy earned oll-OVAC and all-state hoaors as Paden Chy advaneed to
ihe stale iovmamenl each winter.

Bosley also made use of his supeth athifeticism to star on the feotball ickd for Mike Flapnery, The four-year
grid letterman sparkded a3 a quarterback, earning all-OVAC first-team honors as a junior and sentor, He com-
ploted §i3-0f-221 passes for 1,271 vards and 13 touchdowns while mushing for 489 stripes and seven additional
scores a8 & senlor. Busley was named to the West Virginia Sponts Ultimare All-State Fooball Teams. As a junior,
he completed 63-0f-112 tosses for 995 yands and ughl touchdowns. He also mushied for 559 yards and six TDs,
Bosley was alsa a stellar punser, a\cmg:nﬂ 36.1 yards on 29 boots,

Hosley alko made his presence fetin track and Geld, He was an ©VAC long jump champion and also was
a state munner-up in the 308-meter hurdles.

Bosley look his vast basketball skills 1o the nest level, caming a schelarship to L5Y in the mgged SEC He
played four years for legendary Dale Brown, who retired after Bosley's senior campaiga, In Bosley's final
regular season game, he netted the {Inal Tour points of the game 1o give Brown kis firsl-ever wiumph over
Naolen Richardson's Arkansas Rezorbacks since they joined the SEC in 1991 Bosley was awerded the £5U's
Direetor Cup Jor academnic excellence and was recognized as an SEC Scholar Athlete,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Otis Winston (Amiete - 1990s)

€is Winston (Toronto Hizh Schoot, Class of 19921, Winston is synonymous with Ohic
Valley high jumping. He still remaing the measuring stick for prop jomping groatogss.

Winston, however, was mare than an scromplished high jumper. He possessed muld-
Faceted skilis both in track as well as basketbail,

While becominy the Ohio Valley's Girst seven-foot leuper, he was equally as dominating
ot the hardwoed, lettering oy years for the Red Knights, while gameting first-team all-
Ohio honots 38 & serdor,

Winston is still the Red Kniplis® ell-ime leading scorer via his 1453 makers. As ¢
senior, the athletic forward carnted his leam o an OVAC 3-A crown thanks, in part. to his
311 poeints, 14 rebounds. six steals and six assisis per game.

He was the model of consisieney as reflected in a 28-pame streak of 30 points or more, Hi» single game high was
46, ]-ic was both the Eastern Disioiet and District 5 Player of The Year and starred in the Ohio North-Sowth Game,
scoring 1B points in a winning canse. As 2 jurior. he gveraged 25 poiis a game and was firstaeam all-OVAC, He
also enjoyed a supert mphemore year, gaining frst-seam all-OVAC bonors with 3is 18 [olits O game.

For the Red Knight thinclmis, i‘m (s 1t. 5 Winston was a thrce-time stete champion, fwic: in the high jump and
in the long jump as a senior with a 22-10 cffort. He captured the state kigh jump litle as a <ophomore with a 6-1)
jum{n foliewed By his record-setting Tt feapofl  6-11 the following Jutie.

5 athlctic achicvements led Bim lo Columbus where be starmed in botl: sports for 'The Ohio State University,

Winston camed All- American bonors a1 €5 in track. winning the Big Ten high jumpin: title four times. twice
cutidoors and twice indoors, He Dnished third i the NCAA as a freshman with his still Chio State revord of 745,
Winston competed in the 1996 Olympic trials.

He wis mw stouch for the Buckeyes in backetball, caming u stariing berth 2s 2 junior, specializing as a defensive
stopper. He served e Buckeye hoopsters as ca-capiain as a senjor and Ninished kis carcer with a 17-point outing
againt haled rival an. He was a three-year 05U bashethall letterman.

Wanston went on t0 play profassional busketball in Russin, An ordained minister, he still lives in the Colmmbus
area. He owns bis own production company and is o bank computer technician. He also (izds iime to coach track
at New Albany High School.

Rick DeLuca (OVAC Family’)

Rick Delwca (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1970). Probabl} he
only guestion regarding Delaca is in what aspect of the OVAC hasn't he made 2
s‘gmfgmml cantr'Bulmn Whether it's the arduous fask of compiling the conference
standings, serving on various committees, developing new ventures, coaching and
even reparting the events thraugh the media, DeLuca has done it all.

He's the one whe puts together the mck!y standings in a mafority of sports in the
OVAC, Including football, volleyball, boys” and girls® basketball and baseball.

It was DelLuca who formulated the OVAC basketball playofs, serving as the
director of that event. and who also combined with OVAC Executive Seeretary
Tom Ramiczak to establish the OVAC Musenm - & historical {ook af the confer-
enee, its schools and athletes throughout the years - which is housed in WesBanco
Arena in Wheeling.

Deluca also serves on the OVAC Volleyball Commitiee, the OVAC Basebali Committee, 1he OVAC
Boosters Committee and the OVAC Scholarship Committee.

5 §{L1 ai;{) offers - theough his Deluca Realty busingss venmture — a vearfy OVAC Volleyball
chalarship.

DeLma.pw 1o also coached the high school baseball teams at Bridgeport for thwve years and Buckeye
Local for one vear, is a veteran of the Ohio Valley media, working for more then 401 years a5 a part-time
sportswriler 2 The Times Leader. He was a three-time finalist for Ofiio Spottswriter of the Year by

the Naticna! Speriswriter and Sportscasters Association and received four awards from the Olio Prep
Sponswriters Asseciation. 1z also wrotz some articles for USA Today in its early vears and has had
several non-sports articles published In varlous regienal and national publications,

Frank Baxter (0vAC ‘Contributor?)

Frank Bover (Bridgepon High Schoel, Class of 1949) When vou think of
Bridgeport #High School, tus is surely one of the names that comes 10 mmd. After all,
Baxter was part of the Bridgeport school system for more than 60 vears as a student,
athlete, teacher, coach and administrator

As an athlete, ke was an 2all-OVAC honoree in lootball as a center-Jinebacker and in
basketball where ke averaged 25 points per game as a senior. After 2 stinl in the amed
services dusing the Korean War, he enrolled ar West Liberty State College whete be
played football atd ran wack and wesived a bachelor's degree, ater reeciving his
master’s from the University of Dayton,

After teaching and eoaching ot Rarnesville High School for one season, he rewsnad
w his alma mater and began an incredible 47-vear run as Bridgepon’s aibletic director
Torigest temae i OVAC history - wtising in 2004,

From 1962 10 1980, he also doubled gy the Bulldogs”™ bead boys® basketball coach, guiding the team o a
solid 269-128 record. His teams won four OVAC championships (1942, '66, *72 and *74); 14 sectional titles;
o districl crowns and one regional championship. Bridgepert posted an unbeaten regular season in 1966,
ending with a final 23-1 record and (he UPI Class A state poll championship; and finished as the 1969 Ohia
Class A munmer-up with a 25-2 record at 2 time when there were only two classes in the state.

Baxier was named the Dhio Ciass A *Coach of the Year™ in 1966 and became the first recipient of the OVACTs
all-sporis “Coach of the Year” award in 1969, He was also selected Gastem Olio and Castern Districl “Coach of
the Yeor™ on several nocasions. In 1988, Baxter was (he Eastern District “Adbletic Director of the Yew™ and he was
mductad into e Ohto Athletic Administrators Hall of Fame in 1994, He has also been recognized by the Ohio High
School Basketball Coaches Association, the Nalsmith Memorial Baskethall Holl of Fame through the OHSAA 18
1988 and witlh the Ear} Haberfield Coaches Award at the OVAC Basketball Classic iny 1987, Bacter reeefved the Carl
Hamsild Award fown the Upper Ohlo Valley Dapper Dan Thay in 2003 and when the new Bridgepon High Schoo!
was constucted, the floar at the John 1. Haviicek Gymnastien was nomed Frank Baxier Court,

believed to be the

William *Bill’ Davies (Media)

Wiltiam J. “Bili” Davies {Barnesville High School, Class of 1944}, A “gentle glant”
who worg Ity hats doring his fifetime, #t would be ¢asy o label Davies as "M
Bamesville” 1o many inside and owtside the western Belmont Couttty community, but #
was in the media where he made pethaps his preatest impact.

After enfisting i the Navy during World War {[ and serving with the Navy Seabees in
Okinawa, he attended Miami {Chio} University and cumplmml his education at The Ohio
State University where he gradanted from the OSU School of Jowmalism in 1950,

A true “old schooi” reporter whe could recall many names and #vents at the drop of’
a hat, his lifelong carcer was spent vight i his backyvard st The Bamesville Enterprise
until his retirement in 1994, serving several yeass as editor-publisher while also covering
Shamrock sperting events religtously,

Not only did he report on Bamesville athletics for The Dnterprise, but he also was »
valuable contributer io the sports departments 2t The Times Leader in Martins Ferry ang The Datly Jelfersoniaa
in Cambridge.

Among the sports-related awards Davies received were 2 Distinguished Service Award from the Bamesville
wrestling program in 1991; the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award in 1996;
the Ohyo Basehall Hall of F2me Media Award i 1997, and induction into the Olio Prep Sportswriters Association
Hall of Fame in 1998,

He alsa was inducted into the Bamesville Area Education Foundation Halk of Farme in 1998; was numed Barresvifle Citizen
of the Year in 19, received a Foumders Award fom the Olso Association of Community Colleges: and graces the top of the
Heritage Troe ot Bebmont Technical College.

Davies was a varstty letierman in football and basketball to high school, and was a member of he gold
medal-winning basketball team in the 1945 Pacific Olympics. He was a ngaswred banketball official for 20
years and served a5 Chin Stadium bench security and 23 an usher 8! Buckeye footbsll pames from 1958 uniil
the year of his deatl in 2003

John Stephenson (Coaches)

John Stephenson (Waynesburg High School, Class of 1969), Regarded as the “Father
of Cadiz Wrestling™, Stephenson assumed the role of Tead mat coach in ihe second year
of the sport ar the schoal,

His first tearn hag) just 12 wiestiors on the squad and fisished 5-5.2, but by the next year
the team had increased 1o 34 mentbers and the program was off and running,

What followed during the next 14 years untiFSLephenmn stepped down alter the 1988
season was (hat Cadiz wrestiing beeame highly-respected throughout the state of Ohio and
was a perennial Ohio Valley Athletic Conlerence powerhouse.

Stephenson-coached Cardinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual meet titles. 12
OVAL Class AA lowmarment Ltles and the overall OVAC mai champlonship in 1981, His
eams 2lso won elght seetonal championships and seven distriet tithes with numenous top
10 state townament finishes, highlighted by the 1987 team which captured (he Ohio Class
A Stale WrestTing Champlonship. That feal vamed Stephenson the Ohia Class A *Coach of the Year™ selection

Under his twelage, Cadiz produced 29 state place finishers including two state chamipions and countless
OVAC Toumarpent champions. Stephensen’s dual meet record with the Cardinals was en impressive 142-18-2.

For his muny contributions (o the spon of wrestling, including serving for many years on the OVAC \\rcsllms
Committes and as director of several sectional end district toumaments, Stephenson was hanored with the
SVACTs prestigious “Me Mat Award” in 1993, Harrison Cenural later recognized the Jong-time canch with the
naming of school's multipurpose building as The fohn W, Stephenson Center.

Stephenson received his degree in Industrial Ans and Physical Education Gum Fairmornt State Collepe. wherm
he was an NALA AY-American wrestier. After stepping down as wrestling voach, Stephenson served ag assistant
principal at Cadiz High School and then was promoted to principat at Harrisen Central when the district e
nized in 1999 and he maintained that position uniil 2004, He bas also served as principal st Harison Hopalals
Elementary, Hamison Lakeland Elementary and has been Buildings and Grounds Superviser for the district.

Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Coaches)

Charles “Chuck™ Watt {Steubenville High School, Class of 1945). A mainstay of
Hig [;ed athletics, Coach Watt made his mark both as head basketball and basebait
Loach.

Tn baskethall, Watt assisicd Ang Vaccaro before aking over in 1967 and beginning
& 23-vear stint a5 head coach, During that Gme, e compiled a stellar revord of 350-
149, a winning percentage of 70.1.

Big Red won cighl OVAC championships under Walt (1971, *75, '78, '79, "8,
*81, '80 and "90) snd he was named the District 5 Haskethall Coaches Associalion
“Coach of the Yewr™ in cach of those seasons while being named GVAC “Coach of
the Year™ in beth 1971 and 1990, His teams won 12 sectional titles, including seven
straight from 1983 through 1990; and captured lowr disirict championships (1970,
71, '85 and "90)

He was inducted inte the Ohio Tigh School Baskeiball Coaches Asseciation Hatl of Fame in 1994 and
into the District 5 Basketball Coachies Association Hall of Fame.

Watt also succeeded Vaccaro as the scheol’s head haschall coach, serving in that rofe from 1965-75 and
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. His Big Red tzams won two QOVAC championships (1968 and 1673); three
sectonat ﬁsfcsfl%?i T2 and *753 and one distries crown (1972,

He also coached the Siephenvitie American Legion Post 33 team for many vear-. After serving as an
essistant W Vacears from 1937-87 belfore ht\.mdrg the manager in 1983 end posiing a 367-1{H record,
inchuling siate championships in 1984 and 1989,

Want's roaching carcor Hy began in Bis senior seasen at Sieubeaville Collece when he tock over
2t mid-season sl guided = team shat started ot 325 b2 & M8 roenrd to cam recognition 2s the “Most
Enproved Team i the Couery™ g5 determained by the Dick Dunke] Natianat Rating Systers,
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John ‘Streaky’ HaloszKa (Officials)

John “Streaky’ Halpszka {NcKinley Vocationa) Schoal, Class of 1943),
A dedicwed and colorful individuad whe was easily recognizeble by his nick-
name, Haloszka spent 40 years a5 an offivia) in the Ohio Yaley, working high
school games in football, bagketball, suftball, baseball and track.

He also officiated in the Wheeling Outdour Basketbatl League which fea-
tured such players as Ohie Swte University greats John Havlicek and ooy
Lucas and West Virginia University legends Jermy West and Rodd Hundley, He
alse worked many years in the S1. Vincents Tournament and the Sistersville
[ndependent Toumament - both widely-recognized for atteacting top collegiate
players from throughout the tri-state area.

He worked a host of West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (S5AC) toumament
games at the sectional, regional and state levels und elso officiated in the West Virginia Catholic State
Tournament.

Among the honoers Haloszka recsived were an 88AC Service Award at the state basketball touma-
ment in 1975 an SSAC Meritorious Award for 30 years of efficiating foothall ard basketball in 1984; 2
Meritorious Awand for outstanding serviee 1o high schocl sthietics from the Ohio High School Atlletic
Association (OHSAA} in 1983, recognition from the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials for his
many years of service in 1986; honorary Hfetime memberships to the Ohio Valley Board of Football
Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Beard of Basketbatl Officials in 1950,

He was also honered by the Upper Ohie Valley Dapper Dan Ciub for outstanding achievements and
contributions to high school sports in the ares in 1989 and recognized ns an honorary official ar the
31st anaval Rudy Mumley GVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic in 2002,

Fred Bruney (Athicte 19405)

Fred Bruney (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 19493, An honored football player
at three levels — hizh school, college and pro, he etched his name in Porple Rider lore
a5 i senfor when he Jed the: 1943 team 1o a 9-0-1 recontl. Ferry was anked No. 3 in the
Ohio ane-class polt behind No. ¥ Massillon (8-1) and No. 2 Canton McKinley (9-1). The
lone tie was a scoreless siruggle with unbeaten Tradelphin {(9-8-1) ployed before 10961
at Ferry Stadium.

After the mid-season tie with the Triads, Bruney led Ferry 10 wing over Bellaive, 33-0;
East Liverpool. 13-7; Steubenville, 2040; Linsly, $3-0; and Manstiekl, 6-0, Brtmey lifted
the Riders past East Liverpeol with a second half comeback; led Ferry past Steubenville,
fallowing a scorelesy first hatf, with a TD nun and TD pass: and scored the pame’s only
TD in a 60 win over state-ranked Mansfield. Ferry had seven shucrsts and allowed only
19 points.

The four-year football player, who alus f!ayts] basketball and ran track , carned AY-Ohio honors from Inernational
News Service as well as AN-OVAC and All-Eastern Dhio recogrtition. The triple-threat player led the Riders in rush-
ing and scoring with 97 polnts plus six TD passes and alsa led the team in pass interceptions and kick retums.

He went on to Obio Stue University where the two-way back had 17 pass interceptions — second on the
Buckeye charts. including three in one gume. He was o first 12am All-Big Ten Conference choice and played in the
East-West Shrine Game,

Brutey was the 35th overall draft pick. in the third round, by the Cleveland Browns in 1953 and played six
years in the NFL with the San Francisco 49eys, Pirtsburgh Steelers and Los Angeles Rums. From (96062, he
played in the upstact AFL with the Boston Patriots and twice eared AFL All-Swar stas. He ended with 15 pro
pass imerceptions.

He then served 35 years #s an NFL assistant coach with the Philudelphia Eagles, Atlanta Falcons, Tamm Bay
Bucraneers, New York Giants and Indianapiliy Colts, When he retired in 1997, he had the longest tenure as a piayer
and coach in pro footbalf,

Bruney was the Lpper Chio Valley Dopper Ban Co-Man of the Year in 1981 along with OVAC Hall of Famer
Tom Keane and was mducted into the City of Martins Ferry Hall of Fame in 2009,

Henry Josefczyk (atitete 19505)

Henry “Hank” Josefespk (Yorkville $igh Scheol, Class of 1956). After five decades,
ke holds the Ohio Valley record for basketball seoring average for 2 senior. The 6-foot-¢
center scored 1,097 points in 26 games for a 42.2 per game nomm. He averaged 173 per
gome with 728 points as a junior and his foor-year wnal of 2000 points ranks in the Top
15 in Ohies Valley Bistoey,

An 1L-Jeer winner — four ¢ach in basketball and baseball snd three in football — he
led the Ductiltiees to 2 224 tzam record 25 o senivs. They waom the Jefferson County title
for the second seraight year plus the Ohio Class B section amd distret ¢rowss including a
win over an unbeaten Strasburp :eam befure Iosing 10 Chagsin Falls, G2-6(, in the regional
teurnament. As a senior, e broke the Yorkville single game scoting recond set by UVAC
charter Half of Famer Ken Alessi by netting 76 points agains: Shadyside, 2 weam he also seored 6 o in another
pame. He had 62 against Linsly and four 30-point games w0 average 43.1 potars for regular season. The 76-point
game is the thind-highest in OV history and came in the final reguior season game. a 99-78 win,

Joseforyk was selected fisst ream All-Obio, Al-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohin as well as Chuck Taylor All-
America recogaition by playing io the annual North-South All-Ameriva Game in Murmy. Ky, He also played in
the Ohio'W, Va. vs. Kenweky All-Star gmes in Huntington, W.Va, and Ashlend, Ky,

He reportedty had some 200 college schoiarship offers and the senior class president and salutatorian selecied
the University of Dayton. He was a three-year varsiry lenzrman with the Flyers after playing on the fresheman team.
In his sophomare seasom, he was a reserve on the 23-4 record NIT runner-up 1eam which Jost in ovenime 0 Xovier
wfier beating Fordham and St. John's. At Dayton. he received the first Juhin L. Macbeth Scholar- Athlete Award
in 1958, He graduated in 1960 in Electrical Engineering and received a master’s degree from Cuse Institute of
Technology. He retumed to UD as an instructor for two years, teaching the school's first graduare digitat compuser
courses. Al the time, Dayton was ene of only four colleges to offer computer courses. He then joined the business
world, working for 12 years for Intel Comp.

Don Sutherin (Atileie 19505)

Bon Sutherin {Taronto High School, Class of 1934). A three-sputt, 12-Jetter winner for
the Red Knights, he earned All-Ohio, AH-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio football
honors 28 a senior when he seored 19 of Toronte's 24 TDs and accounted fur 74 of the Red
Knights® 93 tirst downs in o 3-4 record sedson.

The 18%-pound two-way back-kick retusmerpunierkicker scored 129 points and
accounted for 2,335 yards for an average of 250 yards a game, He rished for 1022
;;-ardsu and passed for 833 yands. On defense, he repuned iwe of four pass interceptions

or scores.

He also led the Red Knights to a 16-2 regular season basketball record, the second hest
mark in school history at that time,

He earned a Toutball scholarship to Ohio State University and lettered all three varsity
seasons as & two-way back-kick retumer-kicker-punter on twa Iig Ten Conference title
teams. As a senior. on 4 9-1 recond team, he kicked the winning 34-vard-field which decided a 10-7 Rose Bowl
victory over Oregon.

Drafted in the eighth round by the New Yuork Giants, he staried a 13-year pro career as a defensive back-
placekicker. He played two seasons in the NFL with the Giants and Pitsburgh Steelers and played 13 years in
the Canadian Foothall League with Hamilton, Otawa and Teromo.

A perennial CFL All-Star, he played in eight Grey Cup iitle games in 10 vears and was on four championghip
seams, When he retired, he was the all-time scoring leader in the CFL and held 18 CFL records. He also served
as a CFL scout and assiszant coach from 1981491

In 1997, he was inducted inte the CFL Hall of Fame. He also is inducted fnto the Toronto High Schoo! and
Upper Ohio Valley Thipper Dan Halls of Fame. He resides in Hartville, Okio, where he taught at Luke High
School and served as feotball coach before retiring in 1997

Larry Duck (Atulete 1960s)

Lasry Dreck {Mantins Femry High School, Class of 19621, Winning and Larry Duck go
hand-in-hand.

The prep pridivon Iegend wos one of the key pieces in the Purple Riders” amuazing suc-
cess in the tae 19505 and early 19605, The pusishing snd powerfut Duck was a three-year
i starter for Ferry.

Whar is most remarkable about his illustious grid career wisd the fact thi hie never Jost
2 parne as the Purple Riders wen: M0, As a sophomore, Duck staned 22 middle guad for
the Ferrians, coached by Hayden Buckley. As a junior, he started at both linebacker and
fullback as rookie coach Bob Wion guided ancther 110 campaign. Duck's contributions
il net go unnoticed as he was first-team all-OVAC and co-captain of the all-Villey team,
Duck’s senior year wis even more amazing a5 Wion's charges rolled to yet another 100
season. Duck bavled in a myrimt of post-season honors. He was named captain of the all-OVAC and all-Valley
teams and eamed first-team all-Chio plaudits as a fuftback. He was named w the Senior Scholustic Al American
Teatn while also gaining a spot ia the Ohio Nonh-South AIl-Star Game in Canton. Moreaver, he vas named [T
“Back of the Year” after averaging 6.6 vards a camy, scoring 12 wuchdowns and gaining 918 vank.

The £ f1., 220-pound Dhuek was ne one-spoet womder, as he was a stareer in basketboll while also excelling in ruck,
He putted the shot more thon 501 foet and twisled the diseus better than 150 feer, both prodigions distonces in e era.

Duck uccepred a scholarship to WY and subsequently fed the Mountainecrs' freshman team in rushing. His stay
in Murgantown was short-lived as he transferred to Memphis State University. The move worked out exceptionally
well as ek staned three years at middle guand. His teammates voted him MY fullowing bis senior year. Duck
was also chisen w play inthe prestigions Blue-Groy All-Star Game in Alabama,

Drack’s profific ploy led him 10 being dmfted by the Conadian Fowbalt Leagne. e opted o remain st Memphis axa
graduate assiszant. He renumeed home and acoepted 4 teaching posigon ot Martins Ferry High in 1970). He spent the next
H) years at his alma mater, teaching, coaching and also serving & stin s ahletie dimeior, He greided the Ferry buys' bas-
kethall team to a 20-5 recond and a distict championship in 1982, He later conched the gils™ teamm o rmuch success.

Joe Niekro (Athicte 1960)

Joe Nighro (Bridgepan High School, Class of 1962}, The younger half of the most
suceessiul brothers pitching tandem in Major Leagee Baseball history, Joe carved his pro
icke after distinguishing himself on the mound at the prep and collegiate levels,

Niekro pocketed 22§ Major League wins as he and older brother Phil teamed for 539
victories, still the prefessional high water mark.

His athletic feais took mot at Bridgeport High, where he wis more then just a piching
standout. Niekro, in addition 10 his baseball accolades, was an all-OVAC basketball player ot
the Kitkwood-based school. Niekro wes a major player in the Bulldogs capturing three straight
Class AA basehall sectional and district ttles, the largest class in Chio atthat time.

He closedt aut hiy prep career in steliar fashion. tossing a no-hitter against Mastins Ferry
in the sectional semifinals. He was hontred as #pn all-Bastern Ohio baseball selection.
Basehall had no OVAC AL-Star ream as that titne.

Fotlowing his sucvessful Bridgeport tenure, the Blaine resident matrivulated to West Liberty Stae College
where played bixh baseball and basketbal for the Hilltoppers. Nickro helped pitch the Gold & Black of legend.
ary Coach George Kovalick 1o the 1964 NAIA national title.

His collegiate fetes helped propel Nickzo 1o a 22-year Major League career. He pitched for seven teams dur-
ing his caveer, with 11 seasons o8 a member of the Houston Astros. He won 21 games for the Astros in 1979
and followed thay with 20 more victodes i 1980,

During the 1979 campaign, he made 1he National League All-Star team. leading the senior circuit in winy and
shutouts (5). He won the Sporting News Pitcher of the Yeor Ananl and was runaer-up to Bruce Sntter in the Cy
Young voting, Niekro piiched in one World Series, that caming In 1987 with the Minnesota Twins. Joe hit one
major league home run, that coming off brother Phil in 1976.

Nickro died Oct. 26, 2006 after suffering s brain ancurysm, but his legacy lives on throngh The Joe Niekro
Foundation created by his only daughter, Natalie. The foundation’s proceeds are donated 1 various bospitals in
e effort to eapand aneerysm treatment and research,

Less Browne (Athlete 1970s)

Lexs Browae (East Liverpoot High School, Class of 1974). From Columbiana County,
to Colorada, to Canada, Browne was an all-star football player at every stop.

Browne was a three-sport standout at East Liverpool, with foothall being his forre,

His grid heroics are hightighted by eight kickoff or punt rettens for touchdowns under
the late Ted Maley. In his senior year at East Liverpool, Browne mished for 992 yards
scored 36 points in earning second-team all-Ohio honorg,

Browne wis also n stamdont baskethall player and sprinter for the Potters while also
owatng the distinction of being his senior class president. He was chosen East Liverpool
Review “Player of the Year in 1978,

“the versatile gridder was recriited to Colordo State ps a mnning back. He quickly amd
seamlessly made the transition to defensive back, searting in the Rams’ secandary for thres
years. The § ft. 11, 176-pounder led Colorado Ste in interceptiony in 1980,

Following his ssellar collegiate carcer, Brovwne sigacd as u free agent with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1984 ang
he wasiedd no time making his presence felt north of the border. He earned all-Eastesn and CFL all-star awands
us a defensive hack in 1945 and {586, Browne moved on to star for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers from 1989.94,
During the latter two years, he established CFL records Tar most imerception retum yards in 2 season with 273
wnd 267, sespectively, After one vear with the Ottawa Rough Riders, one in which he again led the league in
interception reitmm Yardage, Browne closed out his CFL career with the British Columbsa Licns in 1994, The
Lions capturesd the coveted Grey Cup that season. Browne set league recorsls £r most career interceptions (87}
and st segular-season ineroeption rettr yandage £3 508). After his playing days, Browne went on 1o serve
&S an assistant coact in the CFL.

Halls of Fame ere nothing new o Browne, He was inducted into the East Liverpool Hall of Fame in 1993 sl
he was later inductad inte the Canadian Foothall Hall of Fame,

» .
Mike Wright (Athlete 19705)

Mike Wright (Wellsville High Schoal, Clasy of [976), Reganded as one of the must ver-
satile uthletes in o traditon rfich school, Wright etwhed his sanse in the Tigers' football and
basketball record books.

Wright starred ot quarterback for three vears and also was a four-year starter at point guard
for Coach Bobby Dawson's hoog jugrgernaut,

The 6 ft. 3, 185-pound dual-threat quarterback guided the up-river Tigers to their best three-
year run in school grid history, compiling a sparkling 24-6 cand. hightighted by a school-hest
9-1 ledger in his junior year. Wellsvitk went 8-2 in Wright's senior vear, with both blemishes
by u single point. Wright was o wo-tirte all-GVAC first-team honoree while also pamering
ll-Distriet honors. He was one of the valley's most profific gridders, accumalating 1218 yanls
in total offense and 15 TDs.

Wright wus even mose inpressive on the handwood,

As a mere fosh, he played en iniegral role in the Tigers winsing 18 of 23 games, good for Class AA sectional and
district championships. As o suphomore Wright, combining crafiiness with athleticism, sparkled in a 1.1 season,
which saw the Tigers gain the No. | ranking i the UP poll, Wellsville fullowed that with 2n OVAC Class AA cham-
pionshig in Wright's junior campaign. The Tigers went 19-2 and again clagmedd the top spot in the UPE poll.

‘That set the 1able for a sentor hasketball season like 5o ether in Wellsville boys® haop history,

Weight led Welisville to ity fivst-ever state ournzamens berth. The spotiess Tigers feil 1w Dayton Ruth in the state
wurney semifingts. The season also saw the Columbiany Countians picket another OVAC Class AA crown. For his
effms, Wright was samed Fastern Distriet “Player of The Year™ while gasmering second-team alf-Ohio honors from
the Associated Press pnd third-wam all-state plinudits from UPL The two-time all-DVAC pick was named caprain of
the all-Vatley 12am his final year, in which he pveraged 15,3 points per game.

Wright accemed a football grant-in-aid to Bowling Green Smte University, Wright landed he starting quarierback
ob his junior year, passing for more than 1,800 yards. He followed that with more than 1,300 passing yards 05 o sentor
while eaming ail-Mid Anerican Conference honors.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Melissa Hammond (Athlete 1980s)

Mefisse Fammend (Shadyside High School, Class of 1989). This fommer Lady
Tiger was a standoul in three sponts duning her prep carcer, but it was basketball where
she shined the brightest.

Hammond was a fouryear eterwinner for the Lady Tigers who wenl onto a
foaeyear carcer ol West Libeny Sume Gollege, ctching her name into history at both
schols,

A1 Shadyside, Hammond was § profific shooter en moute to ber school-record 1,516
points. $he drained 112 three-point goals, Her 45 points, as 2 junior, dusing ina game
against Buckeye Norih is alse fops i sehool history,

During her jonior season, Hammond becams fust the second lemale in Ohio Vatley history to avemge at least
30 poims p game a1 30.2. She was more tha a scorer, however, as she averaged 9.1 whounds, 6.2 assists, 50
steals and dritted 67 three-potat goals.

As 2 senior, Hammond averapad 28,1 points & game and was named all-Oklo Division TV State Player of the
Year by LPL She also averaged 9.5 rebounds, 8.0 assists, 6.5 steals, shot 48 percent from the floor, B0.1 pereeny
at the Hne arl 58 pereent from throe-polm range.

Hammond was named second-team #81-Ohio by The Assoclated Pross twice and was selected to the Ohio
Nonib-South Al Sy Game. She was captain of the afl-OVAC team twice.

Hammond alse doubled as a sofihall player and thrower Jor the track tcam,

She earned e leters in sofiball and throe more intrack. She was at ali-OVAC first team selection thyee dmes
in softball and ence an oll-Ohtoan.

it track, she was am all-Eastern Distric: performer in the shot put and discus.

At Wt Liberty, Hunmond was a four-year hasketball stareer, She scored 2,130 points Gom 1990-93, which is
still ihe West Liberty recond and third-best in WVIAC history. Hammond, who also siamed in softhall st WESC,
was the second fomale athlete to be Inducted to the West Liberty Spozis Hall of Futae.

Jetf Sweitzer (athete 1980s)

Jeff Sweitzer {Mrooke High School, Class of 1987). This former Bruin was onge
deseribed by his high school coach, Paul “Bud” Biiliard, as the best player he ever
coached.

He's definktely one of the mest decorated ralns to come from (he storied program
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpin,

Sweitzer helped lead the Bruins to back-to-back appearances in the Wess Virginla
state championship game os a quarterback dering his junior and senior seasons. He
wits 4 four-yoar mainstay for the program, spending time 2s o mnaing back, defen-
sive back atd kick retsrner before shifting 1o quanerback,

As a senjor, when the Brutns Ginished 11-2 a5 the sinte runner-up, Sweitzer set an
Chie Valley recard for wtal vardage with , He alse dccaunted for 36 touch-
downs. OF his vardage total, he had 2,203 passing; 674 rushing and 522 on kick returns.

Afier that senior season, Sweitzer, who also shined in basehall for the Bruins, repeated on e first team
all-state syuad and was named the captain of the offeasive utit. He was wlso runter-up for the Kennedy
Award thal seasen. He was fwive named all-OVAC and all-Valley amd was the Gatorady State Player of the
Year. He was also Hsted in the USA Today as West Visginia Player ol the Year and an honorable mention
to the paper’s All-American Team.

Sweitzer then necepted a scholarship to the University of Akron. As was the case ot Brooke, Sweitzer
began as a kick relurner soad nimning back before becoming the quarterback for his final two scasons.

In two years, Sweltzer passed for 2,744 which is 10th on Akyen’s carger listing. He passed for 1,549
yards as a junior.

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 19905)

Joanna Bernabei (Weinon Madonra High School, Class of 1993), This oy
Lady Blue Don was one of the most protific and unsclfish baskeiball players from ihe
Ohie Valley.

Dernebet holped 1o guide the Lady Bloe Dons to three straipht state wommanment sppear-
suees und, during her sentor season ol 1992, Madonna brought home the schoof's second
state championshig with a brilifant 24-2 recond,

During thal 1992 campaign, Bemabei averaged 17.5 points, six rehounds, sevon agsisis
and five stealy per game while surpassing the 1O00-point mark. Al (0ld, she finished her
prep carcer with 1,002 points and mor: (an 500 carcer assists,

After her seaior season, Boratiei was rased captain of the West Virginia Class A All-
State Icam and copiain of the OVAC Class A-AA West Virginia team when baskeiball was 2
{£ull sport. She also competed in both the OVAC 2nd Nonh-South aft-siar pames. All told. Bemabed was a three-time
all-stater. She was a second tweam choice as 4 sophomorz and a first eam selection as o jusior.

Whils baskethall was where Bernabel nwde her mark, she also excelled for Madonna in track and field as wel}
as lennis, caming letters io each sport. In 19493, Bernabei brought two gold medals home from the West Virginis
state track mest. She was a part of the winning Ax200-meter refay as well as the winning shuttle hurdle relay. She
ran & leg on the state Tanaer-up 43 UX)-meter relay tcam. During the 1992 tennis season, Bemabed was a part ol an
OVAC-wisning doubles tcan n tensis.

Hernabei compleied her degree in 1997 from West Libeny State College. During her career with the Lady
Hilltsppers, she scoreal 1,317 points and finished with 1,107 assists, which is the NCAA Division 3 necord. During
her senior season, Bernabei was named WVIAC Flayer of the Year and Division 11 Al-American after ing
Jead WLSC to a NCAA Tournament appearance. She was named first teamn afl-conforrnce in the WVIAC all four
veears and was inducted to the West Liberty Athletie Hall of Fame in 2002,

Temahei entered the conching ranks at West Virpinia Wesleyan. She was there for a yoar and has also worked o
Eastern Kennacky, West Virginia and the University of Maryland where she won a natiosal championship ing as an
asstszant coach and recTuiting coordinator.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Richard ‘Dick’ Thurnes (ovAC ‘Contributar)

Richord “Dick" Thurres (Benwood Union High Schoot, Class of 1946}, During
a 17-year career as a head football coach a1 three different spors. Thurnes won ua
impressive 75 percent of his ames (112.36-7). Even more impressive, however, was
he e tha five Thumes-toached eams posted undefeated records.

His first stop was Cameron High School, where he compiled a three-year mark
of 18-6-1, highliphted by an unbeaten (7-0-) wam in 1956 which was ranked No. 2
arhong Wesi Virginia smal school teams,

Themes then mived on 1 Warren Consolidated High School, serving as head coach
fox 12 yoars (1958-69) and posting o 78-26-6 mark, His teams put together unbeaten
seasons in $961, ‘62, ‘64 and ‘67, The first twee of (hose teams won GVAC Class A
championships while alf four were Eastern Ohio Athletic Eengue kingﬁins‘

Affer stepping aside fun @ couple of years, he reumsed 1w coach the newly-vonsolidated Buckeye South
High in ils fizst two seasons (1972-73), posiing o combined 16-3-1 record.

He received several “Coach of the Year™ awards - from he Wheeling Entelligencer in 1964 The Tines Leader in
1967; and the Eastern Ohio Athletic League in 1961, “62, 65 and ‘67; and the AP Fasiern District in 1964 and '67

Thumes was also the recipient of the Belmost Hitls Country Clubs 27th Ansual Achiovement Foathall
Coaches Award in 1965 and the Upper Dhio Valiey Dapper Pan Clab’s Dusstanding Achievement Awanl in 1967

He was inducted into the Ohio Vatlley Fooshalt Coaches Assoclation Hall of I'eme in 1985,

Thurnes was also a long-lime assistam basketball coach 10 fetlow OVAC Hall of Famer Henry Lazasz and
he also coached baseball, wack and golf at various times during his camer

11t hipht school. Thures was a ihree-year lettesman in (pothall as & conter-linchacker. gaining thind tram
all-West Virginia recognition and Srss wwamt 2H-DOVAL hosors,

He went on 1o play st West Liheriy Stae College in the “Golden Bra™ of Coaclt Joe Danwll. stansing &t
center on o undefested weamy end playing in the Pyihion Bow! zod he Smoky Mountain Bowl, both
Hilltopper victories.

Kyle Rose (Athlete 19905)

Kyle Rose (iver High School, CTass of §9903% This three-sport Pifot athlete wits o staodow
on and off the & ing his four years in Hannibal, carning four leaers in baseball 1o go along
with three Setrers each By wistiing and (oatball,

Basehail was where Rese made Bis prosence felt for the Filots. He was g lour-year mainstay
ut catcher and in the Sean of the Pilsts® batting ovder. He batted 366 as a feshman, 473 as
a sophomore, 50 a5 3 junior and L5336 25 a senior en route o two OVAC Tlayer of the Year
awanls. As a wiphomore. Rose had an on-hase peccentage of .695 and ke was 40-0f-42 steating
bases. That mark is $6l ao Ohio Valley standard. All told, Be hit 13 home runs and drove 76
ruhs, b smissed 11 ganes as 4 senior after a bout with mone.

Afzer hls senior campatgn, he was namet first-team alt-Ohio, atb-Fastern District, all-QVAC
and all-Valley, He played m both the Ohio and OVAC all-star pames.

I foothat], Rose played 1aithock for the Pilots and racked up all sonts of vandage and ¢ host of hosors. As a sextor, he
was Brst ieam all-Eastern District, al-OVAC and ail-Valley after rushing for 300 yards and scoring eight wuchdowns.
For his career, Rose amassed 1,532 yands and 14 wouchdowns in sheee seasons. He was also a Jefensive standout with
183 towal tackies, siz sacks, four interceptions and seven fomble recoveries.

His wrestling carcer didn't begin uniil he was a sophomone, bt he pieked It up quickdy. As a soph, he finished 15-12,
bt e 3 ont as @ justior and went 27-8, He was Tourh 21 the OVAC Wrestiing Toumament ard whvanced (o the Ohio
Iistrict Tousrmament, He [ty arived in his grappling carcer as 2 senior. Posting a 36-3 record. Rose advanced 6 the
VAL finals belore Ealling, He then won the sectional and district titles at 152 pounds o qualily 1o the state lwmament
wherz he advanced 10 the finals and serded for the sibver medat. $e finished with a 78-23 record.

While having plenty of options abeut continuing his athletic career at the collegiate fovel, Rose accepted i scholar-
ship to Mercer College i Genegia W play basetnll Playing in every game as o freshman, Kyle batted 294 and was
chosen as conference freshman of the year Howewr, bis caresr and 5ife underwent & cruel 1wist on Dec. 12, 1961
whans he was invelved in a cor accidens. Rose survived, but is comfined 4 a wheelchair as a pariplegic. After spending
six monilis in and oot of surgerdes and theramies, Rose went haek 1o school at Ohio University Bastern for two yemy
and then, in 1994, earolled al West Liberty State College where he Tater camned his degres in secondary education in
mathematics, In 19938, Rose was hired o his prep alima mater 88 2 math techer, He's also sinee esmext his master's
degmee from Marygrove Coflege. His handicap dida’t prevent from staying invelved i sports ay he was named head
haseball coxch of his alma muer in 1998 and he held lﬁc ot until 2507, He led the Pilats fo the OVAC (e in 2003,

Charles E. Petty (ovAC ‘Family*)

Charles E. Petty {Pomeroy High Schooiy, The eatine Ohio Vatley Adhterie Conference
owes a debt of gratitade 1o Petly mé e other eight “Founding FPahers™,

Little did that small groug koow Back in 1943 when they brought iogether 20 schools
from both sides of the Ohio River (hat they would establish whar would become {as of
01 & 50-school W-staie conference, regarded by most 25 the largest functional high
schoet confercace in the naton.

‘The erigiral OVAC member schools included Bellaire, Follansbee, Linsly, Marting
Feary, Moundsville, Powhatan, Shadystde, St John Central, Steubenville, Stenbenvitle
Cathelie Central, Tiltonsvilic, Triadelphin, Union, Warwood, Weir, Wellsburg, West
Liberty, Wheeling, Wheeling Cengral Catholic and Yorkville.

Petly was a key cog in the OVAT in its carly yems, serving as the first official
executive seerctary for 13 years from 1944-56, longer than anyone has been in that position ereept for Sam
Murnley w this jmint

Petty coached the pre-OVAC boys' track program @t Toadelphia High School, winning the 1941 Wast
Virginta one-class championship afic finishing as sunser-up four tmes and placing third twice,

After coaching and caching mathernatics at Triadelphia High, be served brielly as principal at Woodsdale
Juniar Bigh. He then joined Linsly Military Institte in 194243, serving as sihletie director and was the head
baskethall cozch front 1544-51, His sceond 1cam £1942-45) won the OVAC Clasy AA ile with a $6-5 recond,
e also coached wrack and assisted in foothail at Linsly,

He servedd as Meet Pirertor (or several yeass at one of the Ohlo Vatley's premier high scheol track moets al
‘Teiadeiphia ~ The Inteligencer Relays — which had a ihree decade mun before ending in the 1950s,

Petey then maved to St Petersburg, Flordda in (he summer of 1956 and taught in junicor high untit he passed
gway al age 57 in 196

Dorm in 1906 in Ripley, W, Va., he gradusted [rom Pomeroy (Ohio) High School: suended the University
of Florida for two vears and gradusted froen e University of Thinots. He received a master™s degroe from
the Unbversity of Pittaburgh,

John Kirker (Media)

John B, Kirker (Weilshurg High Schook. Class of 1934}, Bom in Follansbee s $813,
Kirker's st taste of e nowspaper bustaess came 2t (he old Wellshurg Daily Herald
45 2 high sehoot student. He wrote sports and was eventually the managing editor of the
paper when he left for the Anoy Air Corps in 1042,

iipom his discharge from the service in 1946, he began a 29-year run (1946-74) as
sports editor of The Herald-Star aewspaper in Steuhenvifle gndl moving indo the news
departinent as 4 district editor for the remainder of his cateer, He was the longest-
servinp sponts editor in the newspaper’s history, covering all high school sports os well
15 local college spons and semmor events,

He was inducicd inte the Universiiy of Stenbenville Sporte Hall of Fame in 19§15
the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame i 1988; and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Ixan Hall of Fame in 1989,

Kirker wig 2 metnher of several hgh sehool all-star selection committees, including (hose choosing the
All-Easrera District and AR-Ohio ams.

He also served as an emeee at numerous local sports functions and was a ring aoneuncer at Jeeal boxing
events.

Far Kirker, barnes:
larly attending the
hamiess racing public

ing wiis a personal passion. He owned and trained 17 horses for many vears, ego-
¢ Arown Jog event in Delawsne, Ohio, and contdbuting numerous aricles o various
LIS




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

C.R. (DiCk) Dei {Coaches)

C.R. (Dick) Dei {Whevling Centrd High School, Class of 1959 He wag the
architect of the OVAC's most dominant boys” track program at Wheeling Park High

During the schoots first 13 years (1977-8W, the Patrdoty won eipht OVAC Class
4 A charapionshins and finished second three Himes, won nine West Virginia Region
titles und cupeured three West Vieginia Class AAA state championships while finish-
ing as the runacr-ep (wice.

Under the guidance of Det, who coached 22 A%-America wack honorees desing
his carcer, Park fost only two dual meets in 13 seasons.

He was numed West Virginia Track Coach of the Year on two oxccasiony and the
Ohio Valley Frack Couch of the Year by The Entelligencer twice.

The coach established one of the wea’s W mvilational meets - the Pepsi Park Classic - which was later
renamed the Dick Det Frack Classic. He designed Wheeling Park’s all-weather rack facility and is responsible
for implementing the frst photo-el ¢ timing system at a West Virginia high school, with Tark’s system
orginufly used ot the Wesi Virginia State meet in Charleston. He served] as chaipman of the QVAC Track
Committee snd the OVAL Track Chistipionships; West Virpinia Repion Meet director; a member of the West
Virgimin State Track Meet Cotpittes; and was a presenter at the WVU Track and Field Clinie.

Dei received the R.A. Thom Award in 1990 for West Virpinia rack Service amd Contiiutions; amd wis famed
the OVAC Cal Gitfin Track Official of dhe Your in 1993, He was also honored by the Upper ©Ghin Vatley Dapper Dan
Club and the W,V Sports Writers Assuciation.

Dei was inducted o the Wheeling Pack Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998 and the West Liberty State College
Huil of Fame in 2005,

Deid played foothall at Wheeling Central and Woes Liberty and corned a master's degree from West Virginia
Eniversity. He bepen a 39-year weaching/coaching curver in 1965 a5 Bellalre High, serving as head ek coach
and assistant in fooball. He also coached s a foothall assistant m Maning Fermy: head foothall conch an Adena,
andd heaid foothalt ami tmck coach of Wheeling High. He also served 25 defensive eoordinator m Bethany Collepe
in 1980, helping the Bison 10 an NCAA Division 11l playolf berth. He passed away in 2007 at the age of 66.

" Ohig '\’allvy Atklctic Confereace or anywhere in the state of Wes) Virginia “and o

Larry Shaw (Csaches)
Larry Shaw {Shady Spring High Schoal, Clasy of 1973). Mention wrestling in the

doubt Shaw’s Rume comes 10 mind in 2 hurry, After ali, Shaw was a (bxure in the mat
spon (o 31 years.

He led the Bears on an incredible nun of 13 conserntive West Virginta Class AA-A
stare champienships from 1997-2009, a fem unmarched by any OVAC or West Virginia
program in any sport. Prior to Ock Glen dropping to the AA-A ranks, Shaw-led eams
posted five straight Class AAA ruaner-up Gnishes (1987-91),

Tn OVAL Tournzument action, Shaw’s teams won nine class tittes, including eight in a
row fiorn 202008 in Class 3-A. The Bears won the overadl Btle five mes (1991, 2002,
2004, 2003 and 2007}, During his tenure, Shaw’s tearms wort 13 OVAC chant mect titkes {Class 4-A in 1985, 90 and
*48 and Class 3-A in 1998, 7000, 01, 763, "4, '05, '06. 07, "08 and "09) and he finished with g cameer dual meet
record of 33H86-4. He coached 51 stae champion wrestlers and muore than $60 others who camasd afl-state honors,

Shaw was named the OVAC all-spont Coach of the Yoar twice ~ in 2402 an 2007 - and the OVAC Wrestling
Caoich of the Year on 13 oocasions, He was the West Virpinia Class AA-A Wrestling Coach of the Year sia
times atud is the enly weasiting coach o be selecied the West Virginia all-spert Coach of the Year by the W. Va,
Spors Writers Association (2 2{H0. He was named the 2008 National Wrestling Cosch of the Year by Wrestling
USA Maguzine and was a finalist {or the eward in 2004,

Shaw, a 1977 praduate of Concord Callege who camed his miaster's degree from Manshall Universtny, is a past
presiclent of the W, Va, Wresiling Cooaches Association; a past viee-president of the West Vingints Chopter of the
Nattonal Wresding Hall of Fumw; and 2 farmer soember of the WVESAT and OVAC Wiestimg, Conuniiteey. He
mssisted in producing an insiuctional video S wiestiing officials fur the NFHS Officiaing Wresting On-Line
Methods Course and has worked 2 counttess wrestling clinics. Shaw was the U O Visdley Papper Dant
Clut's Co-Man of the Yeur in 203, was inducted into the Roleigh County Wn’.s!iingq-ﬁl of Fume in 26 the Low
Holiz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame in 2008, the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2010 and earfier this year
into the National High School Sports Hall of TFane by the Nationa! Federation of State High Schoot Associations,

Plennie Clutter (officials)

Plennie Cintter (Wheeling High School, Class of 1943). He ranks among the besy
officials of all-time in the Ohio Valley, spending 30 years as a foothad! referee and 25
years as a haskethall offcial.

Cletter's olficiating carcer began at the urging of the Iute A, Wilson Murray, a
chaster metnber of the OVAL Hall of Fatne in the officials’ category, amd he worked
his way up from junior vassity games (o the o of the officiating world in both sports,

He eamed assignments e work four West Virginia ste high school football
championship pames and three state baskethall toumaments.

Chutter officiated mumerouy sectional and regional toumament games in West
Virginia and worked several OVAC All-Star Football Games. He was also selected as
the referee in the 1982 Ohio North-South Al-Star Game,

He iy an Honorary Life Memher of hoth the Ofdo Valley Basketball Officials and Ohio Valley Toothall
(Hticials organizations. He was the reciplen of the Robert Dawson Officials Awans ot the OVAC Basketball
Classic in 2005,

Clutter also worked (oothall amd baskethall games in the West Vimginia Intercoliegiate Athlenic
Conference.

As o athlee, Clutier was an ol-West Vieginia selection in foothall and baskethall at Wheeling High, As
a sentor, he was named the all-state captain g led the Wildeats 1o the state basketball chamipionship under
cpach V. Cverent Drinkman.

He was offered 2 foothall scholarship fo the University of Alahama, he entered the Navy during World
War 11, He played one year with the Philadelphia Navid Hase team, armd then after lelfiling his military
obligation, he played professionsl basketball in Englomd. When he setumed home, he was selected 1o play
inthe 1936 DVAC ADL-Star Foothall Game,

Edgar Martin (Athlete - 19405)

Edyar Martin (Warwood High School, Class of 1945). A multi-sport high schonl
and college standow despite his size of S-foot-4 and weighing between 130-145
pounds, he left kis mark en the OVAC and Ohio Valley sports.

A three-time AILOVAC bonores in baskethall (1944 and 1945) and Toctball
(1944, he helped the Vikings win the Gest OVAC Class A title and [ive-school City
of Wheeling crown with a #-1 recond in 1944, [n haskethali, he was the leader of
two OVAC title trams which went 14-6 and 22-3. The 1945 Chty of Wheeling Gtle
team also won the W, Va section and region crowns and advanced to the one-class
state owmarnent before bowing o Beckley Woudrow Wilson, As a sener on a 9-1
recon foothalt tcam, he returned o kickofl 83 yards to scorc in the team's oaly loss
(o Follansbee, 21-13. He was a third leam alb-state one-class selectiondn basketball, he carmed secomnd
;&d{!n ont:.;laxs all-state as a senior and scored 42 points - a mre total at the ime — in o 100-68 win over

“oltansbes.

Al Bethany College, he was a three-sport standout (foetball, basketball, busebat!) and was o twe-time
AN-West Virginia Conference baskethall tournamens bonoree. As 2 senjor, he averaged 22.5 peints a game.

After coaching in high school at Jefferson Union and Linsly, he coached alma mater Bethany College for
L1 years from 1956-66, including a 17-1 recond Presidents’ Athlotic Conference tite eam in 1962 amd an
unbeaten 380 PAC championship club in 1964,

He fitished his career at West Liberty State as athletic dircctor from 1973-88 and also coached haskethall
frym 1969-74. He was one of (he onginal organizers of the currenl Beast of the East summer baseball
tourrament named in his honor. Martin died in 1989,

Bob Jeter (amiete - 19505)

Bob Jeter (Weir High Schoot, Class of 1956). Possibly the most prominent
name to bridge (he tmnsition from segregated schools into imegrated educa-
tion i the Ohio Yelley. He was a muli-spon standout & segregated Dugbar
Hiph School i Weitton through bis junior season of 1955, With integration
in West Yirginia, he finished at Welr High School and became the frst black
athlete to be recognized on the All-State football selections by the W. Vi
Sports Writers Associntion. A two-way back, he was a hird wan choiee,

In his one season al Weir High, he helped the Red Riders 1o an 8-1-1 reond and
the OVAC Class AA e,

Recruited by the University of lowa, he hecame o (hree-spuson (wo-way
feguiae. As a sendor, the All-Big Ten bonoree set a Rose Bow! rushing record in 1859 whick {asted
1w decades before broken by USE™s Marcus Allen, Jeter rashed for To1 vards on only nine carrics
and scored on a record 81-yard TID run in a 39-14 win over Catifornia,

After being selecied o play in the Easl-West Shane Game, he was the Ne. 2 dealt choice of the
Cru,n Pay Dackers in 1960 P opted 1 play in the Canadian Foothall Leagoe with the Yancouver

B.C. Lions and the Hamilton Tiger Cats for two scasons, He then joined the Packers us o defensive
hack-wide receiver and played n diwee stralgh NFL winning championship games and stated he
figst twer Super Bow) games for the winning Packers in 1966 and [¥67. An All-Pro twice and 2 Po
Hew) selecton, he played eight NFL seagong and Gnished his carcer by playing three seasons with
the Chicago Bears.

A member of the W, Vi, Sports Hab of Pame and Upper Uhio Valley Dapper Dan Hatl of Pate,
he was the 1976 Dapper Dan Man of the Year. Jeter dicd in 2008,

Jim McCormick (athlete - 19505)

Jim McCormick {Magnolia High School, Class of 1938}, Arguably the No. | 8lue
Fagle baskethall produey, e ser or tied 53 schoet reconds while playing only twe
Varsity seasots.

As 2 senior, he earned AN-OVAC Class A honors and AW Va, mention whea he
scored 613 points [or 4 29.2 per game average, both school records which lasted 45
vears. He also scored 51 points in o game which has been tied, but oot broken after
five deendes. He avcragur 22,1 points Tor his career. He plso piu}uj baseball for the
Blue Eagles.

After high school, the 6-foot-3 guard prepped lor a year at old Greenbrier Military
in Lewisburg, W.Va., where he started on an unbeaten post-gradeate team composed
of several high school ail-siars.

He errolled at Wes| Virginia Usiversity as en invited walk-on and was the seconid-leading scorer bebind
future All-Americen Rod Thorn oo WVEs second-ever unbeien fivshman eam.

In the third game of his sophomorne season, he became a varsity starter for the rest of his carcer and, with
Thern, formed a sop backeoun which Jed WYD w0 three Southern Conference tilles and a pair of NCAA
Tournament berths. He averaged double figures all thiee years and svored 1,156 carcer points witicls, at
the Lime, was fifth all-time in WV history hehind four All-Americans - Jerry West, Rod Hundley, Mark
Workman and Thorn, MeCormick and Thorn were leatured on the cover of the 1962 WV Dasketball
Media Guide.

After twize caming All-Southersn Conference second team and honorable mentlon All-Amedcn, he
beeante Magnolia’s only NBA draftee in the sixth reund by (he Cincinnati Royals, but a [oot tajury halted
his pro carcer.

McConmick is a member of the WV Sports Hall of Fame and was selected on the six-player 1956-65
All-Time WVU Team.

Rick Boron (Athlete - 1960s)

Richard L. Boron (51, John Central High School, Class of 1965} He was o three-
sport performer {or the Figiting Irish, but it was oa the gridiron where he gained
national recopnition.

Boron blossomed vnder the ictage of Ceach Dan MeGrow into a two-way star as
a sertior, The mulii-talented podder scored 126 points as a senior while rushing for
6498 vards on just 91 carries. He also haoled in 28 passes for 563 additional stripes.

While Doron was an offensive dynumo, ke was just as highly-regarded for his prow-
ess at defensive back. As a senion. he intereepred three enemsy passes and also returned
a punt 88 yards for a TI) Meliow, a fnmler Purdee and professional gridder, called
Boron “the best defensive back Tever saw”

For his senior ¢xploits. Romon way named 10 the prestigious Porade Mogazine
All-America Hiph Schoo! Football Team. He was also a first wam 2ll-OVAC, all-
Eastern ©hio and AP all-Ohio honoree Boron also leitered Tour years in haseball ar SIC and two seasons
in haskethall,

He umed down an offer o play a1 Nowe Dame and instead accepted 2 scholarship from Coach Ho
Schembeckler 16 ply i Miamid of Ohio. It was a decision Borom never regretted. He was a three-year regular
for the Redsking as o defensive hack, He was accorded seeond wam all-Mid- American Canference honors
as a junior and first team plawdits as a senior. He left the Oxford-based campus with several prid reconls,
including most interceptions in a season (7) and freshman record for Interceptions (5. Doeror (inished his
Miarmi career in third place on ihe caneer interception Bist {14).

Horon distinguishc:rhimsc]f in the prep coachiing ranks as weil. He served as head coach gt Wadsworsh
High for [ive seasons, compiling a 38-% mark. During that tenure, he received a host of coach of the year
wwards, inclding she Cloveland Plain Dealer and the Absun Beacor Joumat. Boron Jeft Wadsworth 10 serve
s an assistant at Mizem before heading into private husiness.

Randy Donahue (atnlete - 19605)

Randy Donahaue (Warren Consalidated High School, Class of 1963). The areqd il makes
up the Buckeye Local School Distriet has had countless stelar foothait players in its annals.
Fow, if any, enjoyed the success that Dorahee did, however,

The 6 ft. 1, 235-poundur is Teganded as one of the best lineman in Ohio Valley history, and
that foftly designation is well supported). Donahue was the Grst OVAC player 1o be acconded
frsy wam Farnde Magatine All-Amcrica honors (1964), In the 19605, Obin was divided
ety Just e classes i Cootball, bt ke st managed the respect and admiration of coaches
throttghour the state as he was voted a thive-time firsi-wam AP all-Ohio Class A selection
(defensive lackle as o sophomore and junior and offenshve 1ackle 23 3 senior).

‘The line great was u four-year starwer for Coach Dick Thumes' Bilue Ramiblers. Thumes,
also a 2011 OVAC Hall of Fame inductee, put tapether an aneuzing string of success in the
carly “Hls and Donalue was o major cog in that machine. Donahue tasted defeal just once
in mur)c:n’s % the Ramblers weng 94 f)-i G0, 7141 and 9.0 in that span, Thiee of these grid jugecrnants captured
OVAL Class A championships.

Donahue, who alse cacelled on the baschall dizmond, spearhembed 0 Warren Consolidaiel defense which
weorded seven shutouts in his senior campaign, He recomded 64 tackles and 28 assists (lat season. His defensive
stats us 2 sephomore are striking. In just nine games, the two-way terror repistered 112 tackles end 52 assists,

After such a steltar prep carger and with idead size, it is no womder Donahue was showered with college Mootball
scholarship offers. He eveniually sicned a prant-in-aid with West Viseinia Unhersity, Faw dealt bim a eruel blow,
howeever, os i the sutnimer bofore he lefl (or Morgastows, Doenahue ost the sision in one of his eves in a feeak
wod-ctugitg accident. Much o ks eredil, be iy atternpted 10 play for the Mountaineers, but the handicap was
tow much o overcome. He retnmed home ead ook 4 job with Wheeling-Pitshergh Steel and be 8l servied many
years a5 3 Warren Township rrustee. Donahoe passed away several years ago.
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Crag Miller (Athlete - 1970s)

Craig Miller (Bridgepont High School, Class of 1979), He was an alt-sar
foball player and standout hasketbai! player for the Bulldogs, bt it was it
track and Licld where Miller is remesnbered as one of the best 1o ever perfonn
in the Uhio Valley,

Miller hadd superb size at & 3 and 2K pounds to be the punishing fuliback-
linchacker amd the rugged post in haskethall th he was, bt thar size was combined
with great speed which he wilized to excel in theee distinet evenss in tack, His
ail-ground versatility drew him the (ag as the Bulldogs' most versatile athlete sinee
Johin Havlicek

Miller was the greatest discus thrower of his era. He used his clongated (rame
anid superb athleticism to become the Grst Ohio Vatley prepster to twisd the platter more than 170 feet,
establishing 4 new valley standard with his 172-10 wss in the district meet as a senjor. In e 32 years
since, only two discus throwers have betiered that mark. Miller was state runner-up in the disces as 3
senior while also placing second in the Bellaire Relays as a junier amd senior. The powerful Butldog
also ranked with the premtier shotputiers durdng that tme, owning & best of 32 feer, Miller was equally
adept on the track where he was a prime-time high hurdler, recording the best time in the Ghio Valley
25 a senior with a scorching 14.7 elocking,

Miller was also 3 tiree-year letierman at Bridgepon in basketbalt where he was (he leading rebounder
Tor Coach Frank Baxter each season. Miller averaged 5.4 points o peme as o seniorn

s foothall, he carmed all-Dhio, all-OVAC and ait-Valley honors alier 2 seitior year which saw him
total 103 points, which included three feld goals and 21 kicking PATS, another sign of his all-around
slents, He was 2 blocking fitlhack, but still managed 422 yands on just 90 1otes for the 9-1 Bulidogs of
Coach Dave Bruney. He also averaged 40 yards per gumt.

He opted 10 accept a football schelarship to Miami of Ohie Usiversity, where he lettercd four years
as o tight end and was accorded all- MAC honors 1s a junior.

Pat Miller (Aunlete - 1970s)

Pon MiHer 11 (Shadyside High School, Class of 19792, He was able (o do what few
athletes can do. that being a star in two sposts duting the same season.

Miller was nothing short of seasational for the Tigers in hasehall, lettering four
tismes. His tremendos diamend e did nething o adversely impact bis track carcer
where he was equally as exceptional.

The wlented Tiger was also a stellar gridder and also possessed the prowess ©
praduate with a 3.894 GPA,

Miler captained the Tiper basehall team hoth as 2 juntor und a sendor, the latter
seasart one in which he hit Tor o sizzling 431 average, That proved o springboan] w
be selected o participate in (he Al-Ohio Daseball Series.

He was selecied an EOBLL all-siar pll four seasons and ali-$lostern Distriet three seasons. Miller's diamond
exgliits carned him o basehall scholarship 0 Ohic University.

While his prep basehall resume is guite plittering, it may take 2 backseat to bis rack, and leld accomplish-
ments. Mitter achieved the ultimate hy winning the state pole vaslt title is 1979, He abo Gnished sixth i the
high hurdles in the same state mect. He won visuadly every pole vault cotmpetivon as 6 senior, exeept for the
Biellaire Relays which was n its heyday. Miller was third in she pole vault and third in the high hurdies in
that meet, Baishing s the op local scorer in (he sate’s secomd-largest meet a2 the time.

The temilic Tiger was a two-time all-Valley honerce and was selecied w The Inetfigencer’s aH-Decads
Frack Team,

He enjoyed much pridiron success as well, The hard-running Tiger carsed all-Ohio bonors both his junior
ard serior campaigns. The three-year grid letterman was first eam all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Eastern
Disteics his lase lwir seasons.

Miller, wh served as the Tigers” captain 25 a senior, followed in his father™s footaeps and played in the
OVAC All-Star Game.

Willie Clay (Athlete - 1980s)

Willie Clay (Linsly School, Class of 1988). This former Cadet did it all during
his four years on the Wheeling campus. While caming letters in three sports.
it was on the foothall fivld where he made his biggest impact 1o the Cadets”
program.

Clay was the unguestioned leader and most recognized player on teams which
win 23 consecutive games and recorded the fisst two undefeated seasons in the
school's history when it finished 10-} in 1986 and 9- in 1987, Excelling as a defon-
sive buck, wide receiver and kick retumces, Clay camed numerous postscason honors
during his career. As a senion, despite the Cadets” rum-first offensive schemes, Clay
managed to catch 30 passes for 428 yards and Gwe touchdowns, He also ook iwo
TdckotTs back for touchdowas and had fve interceptions. He was naned all-Soae,
a-OVAC and all-Valley, He was the captin of the big-school team after Bis sopior sogson,

On the baskerball court, Clay led the Cadets in his senjor season with a §7.5 points per geme averape
wi:]‘;]c”hlm?lling 48 pereent from e oor, He also passed our 170 assists e romie o edming ail-OVAC
and all-Vafley.

Inthe sm‘aig €lay fit up area basehall dismonds. He baned 423 as a senior and was named alt-QYAC
and all-Vatley,

Despite his stccess on 5o many surfaces, it was football that was his calling at the next level, Clay
accepred o seholarship 10 atend Georgly Teck University where he camed 2il-ACC honors twice. At one
timme, Clay held the Yellow Jackess school record for imtercepiony (16) after swarting in the defensive
backficld for (hree seasons.

Fin 1992, Clay was drafted in (e eighith round by the Detront Lions and played eight scpsons in (e NFL.
He alws played for the New Englend Patriots for (e seasons amd one with the New Ordeans Saints. Al
iald, he played in 118 NFL games and started 90,

Sharon Vincent (Athlete - 1980s)

Sharen Vincent 8¢, Clairsville Hiph School, Class of 1581). This Lady Red Bevil
was castiy one of the most decorated and successful sprinters ever 1o grace the ovals in
the Ohio Valley,

Vincent finished her prep carcer with eight state medals and led 51 C.wits only stae
champiouship in schoal history n Fene of 1984, In the state meet her senior season,
Vincent capped an undefeated campaign in both the 190 and 200-meter dashes by spring
ing o the OHSAA state championships in botk events in 12,18 and 34,79, respectively.

Yincent won a state pold as a sophomore as well as 2 member of the Lady Red Devils®
4-vard welay team. She was the stale runnerup in the 200 and placed fifth in the 10Gthat
season. Prior 1o breaking through in Columbus as a seniof, Vineent was (he siate rinesup
inthe 104} and bronze medalist in the 200 as o junior.

The only individual foss Vincent seforcd 28 a semior came in (e 400ameter dash at the
district mcet where she (ool thind, but séill ran an Fnprossive 58.7. En rome w her state ment pestormanees, athletes
copipeied i sectionils and districts where she won 19 championships, She was 5 three-time sectional and diserics 100
wnd JENRmcter champion,

Ad the OVAC mees, Viacent won g el of 12 confercpcs chimptonships. She was a theee-time champlon in toth
e 106D ana 200, A1 e e of ber grduation, Vincent held eipht meet reconds and ihree all-time Ohdo Valley records.

Vincent, who st kobds the LGB, 200 pd 40-moter dash schoo! reconds, was named St Clatrsvilie's Most
Viluabie Athiews four tmes and was also named afi-District Athlete of the Year, She also compered in the prost-
gious Midwest Met of Champions in the 100-meter dash i 1981,

Aller her prep carcer, Vineeitt aceepted & schofuship W Easter Kentucky University, She competed shere for iwe
seasons hefore mansferming o The Chio Sie University whese she completed her bachekor of iots degree In economicy,

Vincent, who was indocied tothe St Clairsville Athletic Hall of Fame as a member of the 1981 state champion-
ship tearn and then in 2007 a8 an individoad athdele, Taer carned aomaster’s degree froeh Oierbein.

T.J. Hannig (Athlete - 1990s)

T.J, Hannig (Linsly School, Class of 1996}, This three-sport Cadet standout
exceiled as an all-around athlete, net it was on the soceer field where he made his
biggest impact,

Hannig eamed Four letters for the Cadets as their starting goalkevper for wams
which posted a 78~ 13- 1) recond. Encluded in those seasons were two OVAC afb-class
Gthes in 992 and 1994, The Cadots were winning these jites because upposing
teams just couldn’t get the ball past Hanaig, whe set the Otfo Valley record with 41
career shutouts. Overall, he owned a 0.88 goals against average. His exploits dida’t
go unnoteed. He was twice named 2ll-OVAC and captained the all-Valey lcam as a
seriior. He was also named Catorade Phsyer of the Year and o Parade All-American.

On the baskethall cour, Hannte blossomed as a senlor, scoring nearly 17 points o game and grabbing
vight rhounds en route to all-OVAC and all-Valley accolades. In irack and ficld. Hannig competed in o
bevy of events, but it was in the long jomp where he stood out. He set the OVAC recond with a mark of 21
feer, 7 34 inches and won three conlerence titles thigh hundles, kigh jump and long fump).

Hannig accepied a scholarship for seocer W (e Univorsity of Indiana where he staned in net from 1997-
2000 and fmished No. ©in 1U history with 42 shutouts and second in victodes (63). The Hoosters played in
funur consecutive NCAA Final Fours, winning the NCAA titles in 1998 and 1999, defcating Stanford {3-1)
and Santa Clara (1-0), respectively, Hasnlg and OVAC and NBA Hall of Famer Joha Havlicek (Bridgeport
High) are the only 1wo OVAC products to play in three consecutive NCAA title games. Hannig™s name Is
all over the Jadiana Ustversity record book. He rasks seventh ot U with 176 saves, and the 23 vigtories in
1998 are tied lor the most in a scason.

After his collegiate carcer, Hannig was selected in the MLS Diraft and spent time with D.C. United. He also
played for the Pinsburgh Riverhounds.,

Quincy Wilson (Athlete - 19905)

Quincy Wilsan (Weir High, Ciass of 1999} This former Red Rider was a multi-spor
standout, but i was on the frothall Geld where he camed his highest acclpin,

Wilson rewente Ohio Valley and West Virgittia record hooks 26 he helped lead the Resd
Riders o the 1998 West Vi Class AA state championship.

As i senior on the state championship squad, Wilson beearne (e first Ohio Valley sl
Wost Virginia prep athicte to accumulate 3,000 vands in a season. Al old, Wilson rushed
for 3,262 yards, He scored an Dhio Valley record 47 touchdowns and finished with 287
poiats, which is secomd best all-time in the ©hio Valley, wrailing only Jack Simens of New
Cumberiand, who scored 288 points in 1919,

Wilson, a four-year letterman, Gnished his prep carcer with 6,362 yank, but 5,624 of thos
canie during his junior and senior seasons since he played prigarily on defensive during his fir
two seasons. For his career, e seored 93 wonchdowtts and 564 points, with all but seven Ts and
4 pous came during his jutior and senior seasons. Wilson ok his play (0 another level when the postseason rofted
arownd, M2 sof all-gme Woest Viszinta reconds with 1671 vards ond 23 touchdowns in seven plavall games, Included is
a single-game recond of 337 LT 1995 st vithe pare against Depomt, Wilson rin for 250 yards and (wo scores,

Wilkom won ety every postseason awand dmaginable. e was named (atorade Stxte Player of the Year and shaned
the Kennedy Award with Nitr's TR, House after he finished Touith in the ballosing ps  Junbor. He was named first-team
alb-Stale twice ard captained the AB-Valley team and was twioe named all-OVAC. He abso playe! baskethall m Weir High,

Afler accepting a scholarship to West Virginta University, Wilsem fought his way up the depth chan and tiough o
medical redshin before bursting onta the scene in a hig way in 2003, He ran for 1,380 yards aed 12 touchdowns en
rowe to hetng named WV U's Offensive MY and won the team's awand for all-wround exceilence. Wilson played in
44 pames ; WYL, rimaing for 2,608 yands and 20°Ts, He also caught 20 balls.

Wilsen was then selected in the seventh roum] as the 219t player taken by the Atlanta Fuleons. He was released
and eventially signed with the Cincinnail Bengals, with whom he spem pans of four seastns, He was atso drafted
in e inastgurat UEFL Diraft by the Pharida Toskers.

Ashley Battle (Athlete - 20005)

Ashiey Banle {Linsly School, Class of 20000, When asked to name the greatest girls’
xasketball players in Ohio Valley histery, this former Lady Cadets’ name is always ene of
the first memioned. And for pood reason.

Duude arrived on (e Linsly compus at the vrging of some of her famidy and [riends
(o ge1 her away from the rough section of her hometown of Dittsburgh, She went o
Linsly (o ke an admissions tost pror o entering high school and seemingly (he st
was history. .

When she ammived a1 Linsty, she girls” basketball team was struggling, but she helped
tarn thin around quickly and evenmally led Linsly 1o an undefeated season in 1998-99,

At Linsly, shc?wc:mw the school's alltime kader in munerous statistical cateporics,
mcluding points (1,532, rebounds (K23), assists (385} and steals (371).

She was named OVAC Class A Player of the Year fovr consecutive seasens and was
a three-time pH-Stane pick in West Yirginia.

Alfter roceiving countless recruiting feiters, Battle eventually chose 10 continue her cascer af the University
of Conrecticue over the likes of Duke, Penn Stae and Stanlord.

At UConn, she joined with Dianna Taurasi and Marda Conlen and helped lead the Lady Huskies 1o thive
NCAA National Championships, including an undefeated season in 2003,

Battle was a standout on the defensive end of the floor ag evidenced By the faci that she won the Big fast
Defensive Player of the Yoor awand, bt she also sconed 1AO0 carper poims.

Battle, who owns a degres in marketing and cconomics Teom BConn, wos drafied by
tound of the 2005 WNBA Iraft. She ther signed with the Now York Libwsty of the WN
alse speat time playing for Scartle amd San Amonds, AR ipld, she appeared b 122 WRNEBA 43
five points per pame. She alvo played professionaliy in Spain in 2007 and 3003,

Seatle in the second
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Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel (ovAC Family)

Tum “Bear™ Bechtel (Wheeling Central High Schuol. Class of 1969}, Commissioner,
director, official. | Bechtel weilrs many hats in the athletic realm, and he wears them well.

He is 2 long-time menber of the OVAC Sofiball Committee, currently serving as the
OVAC Softball Commisstoner and Jus been Game Director of the annual Samue! A.
Mumiey OVAC All-Srar Basketball Classic since 2005,

As an official, Bechte) hias worked area high scheol sofiball, baskeiball and footbal
gomes dating back $0 1474, He founded the Ohio Valley Boand of Softhall Umpires, serv-
ing ay secretary for 2 years; was ar Oblo Valley Officials Boasd officer Tor more thun
20 years; and hos officiated fooiball playoff games in Ghio and \West Virginia for mare
than 20 years. He has worked 26 state tournaments in softbalt and six state championship
games in fooibafl,

He also umpires softbali in the West Virginia Conference.

In {960, he became the flrst West Virginia recipient of the National Federation of State High School
Associations” Officials Award.

Bechtel has been director of the City of Wheeling Recreation Depariment since 1974, actively promoting various
youth sports activities, He founded the Wheeting Recreation Summer Baskeiball League which has grown to more
than 1(K) teams; organized the anpual Wheeling Basketball Shootout which has brought mumerous hih profile ath-
letes to the iyea; and oversees the JB. Chambers 1-47) Complex which hosts more than 2,000 basebal} and softball
garnes annually,

A basketball and basebail player at Wheeling Central High, he graduated from Wheeling College in 1973 and
served 2y an assiszant basketbatl coach there from 1974-78.

He hay served as o color analyst fir WTRF-TV on football and basketball bruadeasts; worked ax a radio
annotncer fur basketball games: and was the peblie adiress announcer at Wheeling Jesuit University home
basketball games. He is elso director of the anneal Undo's Catholic Basketball Toumament in Wheeling.

Bechtel received the Robert 5. McKelvey Memorial Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
in 2008.

Burdell ‘Jimmy’ Carey (0vAC Contributor)

Burdell “Fimemy" Carey (Follanstee High School, Class of 1923}, He is the only
cuach in the Ohio Valley Athletie Conference anit the stawe of West Virginia w win
state championskips in three sports - foothall, buskethall and baseball.

Carey got his first taste of coaching with 10 years 2t his alma mater, Fallansbee
High. befure meving to Weir High to assist OVAC Hall of Famer Carl Hamilt and
begin a 25-your Red Rider career.

Carey coached Weir to W Va. Class AAA Tootball titdes in 1957 (310, 1960
(11-5) and 1961 (10-1) and his 1938 team was 9-1, kosing only 0 eventual state
champion Parkersburg. In slx seasons {1930-61), his teams posted a 32-11 recond
and won twe: OVAC Class AAA championships (1937 and 1938).

in basketball, Carey coached Weir for 13 seasons (1936-68), compiling a recerd of 178115, His teams
made the W. Va. Class AAA title yame (hree straight years. winning in 1963 with a record of 20-5. The
1962 team was 24-1 and the 1964 team bad a 232 record. Overall, his Red Ridet hoop tesns wott seven
sectiomal titles, five regional crowns and made four sune wumament appearances while alse winning two
OVAC chempionships {1962 and 1964),

In basebaif, ke guided Weir 1o five state lournament besthy and the one-class W. Va. staze chemptonship
in 1959 while also winning four stratght OVAC gitles,

y was selected the West Virginia AB-Sport Coach of the Year in 1958, He is a member of the West Virginia
Spors Hall of Fume:, the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the Wekr High Hall of Fame.

Weir High named its football stadiem in his hosor.

At Foliansbee High, Cerey was a multi-sporr athlere who went oz 10 play three sports (football, basket-
batl and basebuil) at George Washington University before transferring and graduating from West Liberey
State College.

Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Media)

Charles “Red” Donley (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1948). An early pioneer of radio
and television broadeasting in the Ohio Valley, Donley got his start ot WSTV.AM rodio i
1944 whers he served es play-by-play announcer for high school football and basketball
games and was the stition’s sports director,

In 1934, whea WTSV.TV Channel 9 {now WTOV} went on the air. Dooley became
the spoms director and soon thereafter, was selected to werk with Joe Tucker on Pittsburgh
Steelers” bruadcasts, a position he held from 1955-62.

He also anpounced horse racing ar Wheeling Downs and Watsrford Park from 1949-35.

In 1960, he lefi to becorne sports director ar Channel 13 in Pirsburgh, a position he had
for 10 years. During his days ia Pinsburgh, Donley won five “Golden Quill™ awands for
distinguished news eoverage, inchuding one for u documentary he wrote and nasrated on
the ke Art Rooney and two others (on Roberto Clemente and Pie Traynor) that ore in the
Baseball Hall of Famne.

I 1962, e weas siazned to succeed legendary Ray Scott as play-by. play announcer for the University of Pittsburgh.

Daonley rejoined Channet § in Steubenville in 1972 a8 pews director and remained there he retired i 1988,

Dimley received the President’s Media Award from what was then the College of Steubenville in 198Y; received
an honimary degree fom Jefferson Technieal College in 1987 and an honorary bacatavreat degree from the College
of Steubenville in 198%; was the recipient of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapses Dan Club's Robert §. McKelvey Award
in 1994 and was inducted into the Ohio AP Broadeasters Hall of Fare in 2006,

Ede also panticipated in many charitable projects including the United Way and Faster Seals and muade comtless
appenrances us & master of cervmonies at community events. His many conwibutions were recognized at a testimonial
dinner in his horor back in 1979,

The road leading 15 the current WTOV-TV9 stuilio in Steubenville is named “Red Durdey Drive” in his honor.

A World War il veteran who served ia the Masine Carps, Donley passed away in 1998,

Gene Ammirante (Coaches)

Gene Ammirnnte (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1969). When
you think of Ammirante, you think of 1two things - passion and success. Puring his
30-year career 2 head boys’ buskethall coach at Dellaire High. “Coach A" displayed
plesty of the former and achieved plenty of the latter.

Ammirante began his coaching career in 976 os an assistant to Mark Matz at
Peltaire befure beginning a seevessful run as head coach of the Big Reds.

He compiled an impressive 471-203 career reeonl ot Bellaire, the all-lime best
coaching record in boys’ baskerball at the school. That included o 189-41 mark dur-
ing the 1995, an average of 19 wing per season during that Hh-year span,

Belaire High achieved Top 20 rankings in Ohio 15 times under Ammirants;, won
14 Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships; 14 sectional crowns; six distriet titles and one yegional
championship as Bellaire eamed its first ever-trip to the OHSA A Division 11T State Tovrmamen “Firnl Fow™ in
200304, tying the schoot record for wins (22) hefore losing to Versailles in double-overtime in the semifinals.

Eis teams posted two undefemed regular seasons, potng 20-0 in 199394 and 200506 and two §9-1
records; and the 20366 team broks the school recond with 22 victories.

Among Ammirante’s numerous awards were “Coach of the Year” for Ohio Division I1, the Eastern
Diistrict and District 12 as wel} as the OVAC overall “Coach of the Year” in 2003-04; and the Bob Amzen
Award for 2 consecutlve years at the same school (19963,

He was also selecied 1o coach the South syund in the annual Ohlo Nonh-South AllStar Game in
Columbus in 1597

He served as Game Director for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic on twa djf-
ferent vecasions and is stil} active on the committee: founded and directed the OVAC Basketball Clinie for
six years: 3 diregtor of the Wheeling Recreation Department’s Youth Basketball Progrum: and started the
annual Saterdey Maming Fendamentel Feeder Program and Basketball Camp at Bellaire, He received the
OVAC's Earl Haberfield Boys’ Basketball Cozches Award i 2012,

Ammirante received his bachelor's degree from West Libesty Stae College in 1973 and his master's from West
Virginia University in 1976,

Gary Sprague (Coaches)

Gary Spragie (Needbam (Mass) High School, Class of 1964). He piloted the
Einsly School basebali program from §974-2006, compiling an impressive 33-year
record of 488-257-1, which ranks fourth all-time among Obio Vatley coaches.

He led the Cadets 1o 13 OVAC Tournament championships - more than any othey
conference coach (3982, 85, 'B6, "7, "RY, *90, "9, 94,95, 97, 2001, (3, 95,
06) and coached Linsly to five Eastern Ohio Baseball League titles (1987, "BS,
00, '95 and '96).

Sprague was named OVAC “Coach of the Year in 1986 after guiding (he Cadets
to a 27-4 record and EOBL “Coach of the Year” three times.

He concheil six athletes who went on 1 play professional sports ~ Heath Haynes,
Ron Stephens, Kevin Tatar, Mike Ciss and Mark Seaver in haseball ang Willie
Clay in the NFL. He also coached a total of 13 {irst team afl-stte ployers including two captains; fve
O}-’AC “Player of the Year” winners and fonr West Virginia American Legion “Player of the Year”
selections.

He also coached freshman foothall at Linsty,

Sprayrie received the Carl R, Hamill Award from the EBpper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and was
the recipient of the OVAC's Thomas E. Ratniezak Scorekeeper/Timer Awand in 2009 after nearly three
decades a5 the timer at Einsly basketball games,

Sprague graduated from West Virginia Weskeyen College in 1968,

Bill Tonini (ofticiay

Bill Tonind { Avella{Pa.} High School, Class of 1940). “Play balii” Considering
the fact that his career us an wmplee spanned an incredible seven decades, per-
haps no one has uitered those words moze that Tonkni,

He spent a total of 52 years working countiess baseball games throughout
the Ohio Valley and beyond from 19572010 while also serving 30 vears as a
foutball official and ) years 2s a basketbali referee.

His expenise as an umpire, primarily behind home plate calling balls and
strikes. earned Fonirt nymerous high seheol post-season assignments, includ-
ing five state toumamenis in Ohio and five in West Virginia. He also umpired
more than 30 years of OVAC Tournament aclion.

Tonini worked NCAA Division 1E College World Series games in Marietta
a4 total of 10 times; several NCAA Division I gumes involving Ohio State and Ohio University; a
hest of American Legion games in the summer and ihree vears in the minor leagues. including the
Norikwest League in Eugene, Qregon and Walla Watla, Washington.

He alse was an instructor at Bill Bam’s Umpire School in West Palin Beach, Florida,

Tonini is in the Westermn Pennsylvania Soccer Hall of Fame and he received a special award from
the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club,

A highly-decorated World War IT veteran whe seceived commendations from both the United
States and Frunce, the %0-year old Tonini resides in Hannibal,

Eugene ‘Eudie’ Joseph (athlete - 19405)

Engene "Eudie" Joseph (Martins Ferry High School, Ciass of 1945, A three-
sport AR-OVAC honores in footbalt, hasketball and wack, he was a major contribue
ot 10 wp-record Purple Rider football and basketball teams.

In basketball, playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legesd coach Floyd Baker,
Joseph was a regolar on teams which went 71-4 in three yeary including 21-2, with
20 straight wins, as a sentor, He was & junior oh a 26-1 record team which won the
first OVAC Class AA litle in 1944, That feam lost #5 only game to eventual Ohio
champion Midiletown. 38-34, in the state tournament semifinals. Jeseph, along
with teammate and OVAC Hali of Famer Alex Groza, were all-toumament selec-
tions. Faseph scored 421 points —second on the team 10 Groza's OV record fotal
af £28 peints. As a sophomore, Joseph wus 2 member of & 24-1 secord team.

n footbatl, he was co-captain of a 7-2+¢ record team which won the Tirst O¥AC Class AA title and
recorded eight shutouts. He earmed AL-Ohio UPE honors ag well as AR-OVAC and was a two-time All-
Eagtern Obio selection at running buck. Nicknamed the “Ghast™ for his elusive sivle, he played on a
9-1 recont team as 2 junior and Ferry was 22-6-1 in his three seasons.

In 1k, Juseph set an OVAC high hurdle record i the two-vear-old meet 83 o junior and won the
high jump. He didn’t compete 45 & senior after belng dratied for military duoiy,

Afler discharpe. he enrolled at the University of Davton and played four vears of basketball with
three 25 a starter on teams with school records of 24-8, 27-5 and 28-3, The last twa years, the Flyers
were runners-up in the National Invitation Tournament and alse were NCAA regional semifinalist in
his senior year of 952,

He spent his entire 37-year professional career teaching and coaching at Linsly Military Institute
where he was head coach of boys® baskesbali (1933-72) and track and assistant in football and also
served as athletic director, His Cadlet teams won thiee OVAC titles — 1971 baghetball and 1961-62 in
teack. The toff courl records were 164 in 1957, 13-4 in 1971 ard 15-3 in 1972, A Linsly scholarship
is ramed in his hooor,
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Art Hehr (athiete - 19505)

Art Hehr (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1959). He graduated s the
winningest career wrestler in the OVAC, with twa straight unbeater seasons
capped by Ohio ttley in 1958 and 1959 afier placing third in the stafe meet
a8 o sophomone, He wag captain of the 1959 Qhio state chumpionship team
- the first for an OVAC member. coached by OVAC Hall of Famer George
Kovalick, He won his Jasr two tities at 127 pounds after competing m 120
pounds a8 & sophomore, He also won three consecutive OVAC titles on
conference championship teams.

He alse competed in football and was a member of the Bulldogs” first-ever
untbeaten season in 1958 and the Tirst Bridgeport team 1o defeat rival Muartins Ferry in 1956,

After serving in the U. 8. Army from 1939-62, he enrolled st West Liberty Staie whers he was
member of the West Virginin Conference title teams in 1962 and 1963, also coached by Kovalick.
He was injured and couldn't compete for part of his college careor.

After graduntion, he coached wrestling at Wheeling Coliege end started the wrestling program at
old Skyvue High Schoul. He also coached Martins Ferry High to an OVAC title in 1968 ag well g
seetienal and distriet erowns. He served as a wrestling official from 1976-86 and as athletic director
ar Skyvue for 28 years and Monroe Central two vears plus thres vears as track coach at Skyvue,

Hehr was inducted into the Bridgeport High Scheol Sports Hall of Fame in 2011 and was the
secipient of the QVAC Wrestling Coaches “Mr. Mat™ award in 2012,

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - 1966s)

Dan Abramawicz (Steubenville Catholic Central High School. Class of
1963). This ghee-finpered wide receiver had to make believers out of countless
doubters every swep of his briftant football cureer.

The Crusaders” three-sport standowt was deemed too slow and too small
1o make it in big-time college foothall, After he shredded ther Tallacy,
Abramowicz did se even more emphatically on the professional level.

After a sparkling career at Steubenville Central where he was honored as
an all-OVAC and all-Ohic wide receiver, the college recruiters were sowhere
1 be found, torned off by his pedestrian-like 4.8 40-meter clocking. His lone
college scholarship offer came from Xavier University in Cincinnati.

Abramowicz made the most of thet opportutiny, and went on 10 enjoy a recond-setting stay with
the Musketeers.

Abramowicz established a host of Xavier receiving records during a brilliont four-year carees,
ineluding 120 carches for 1,683 vards and 14 touchdowns.

His prodigious numbers resulted in him being tabbed by the New Ordeans Saints in the §7th ond
final round of the 1967 NEL Draft. That 17th mund pick turned out ta be a gem tor the Saints.

Abramowicz carved out a pro carzer that many first-rounders would relish.

He was insiant impact in “The Big Easy,” landing 50 passes for 721 vards and six souehdowns as
he was one of the top contenders for NFL Rookie of the Year honors.

Two scasons Jater, Abramowicz led the Ieapue with 73 receptions. His biggest NFL achievement,
however, was seiting a league record for catching a pass in 104 consecutive games, which has since
been broken. The Saints dealt Abramowicz te the San Francisco 49ers after the second game of the
1973 season for draft choices. After an adjustment period, he became 2 49ers” staner the last 11
games. catching 35 passes for 442 vands and a TD. He retired after the 1974 season, a campeign in
which he grabbed 25 passes for San Francisco. Abramowicz put up some lofty nusobers during his
eight-year NFL carcer. He caught 369 passes for 5,686 yards and 39 TDs in 111 games.

Joe Maroon (aiete - 1950s)

Joe Maroon (51. John Central High School, Class of 1958), A four-year Bish
Isuenmsn in foothall. hesketball and baseball, he became the first St. John's
gridder to eam (st team All-Ohio football honers (as g defensive safety) and
atso was an All-Ohto baschall selection. A two-time AL-OVAC and All-Valley
football henaree, e was eo-coptain of the 1957 All-OV ‘Big School” honor il
a4 8 5-foot-6, §5(-pound two-way back. After earning second tearn AILOVAC
honrors 35 & sophomore, he helped the [rish record the school’s first-ever perfect
football season of 0 with an OVAC title as a junior under Coach Hen Healy
in 1956. Then he posted major statistics in only sevea games (6] record) ina
senior season shortened by influenza.

As a senior, Maroon {ed the Irish in scoring and rushing in the seven-game
season. He led Eastern Ohio with 107 points on 17 touchidowns and five conversion nms and alvo
completed 16 of 25 passes for eight scoves. He had eight TD rons between 50-80 vards; retumesd four
kicks for TDs with a Jong of 78 yards: and had four-1TD games against Wheeling Central, Mingo and
Bamesville. On defense, he intercepred five passes and alse puated,

A three-sport Irish team co-cuptain. he also was selected captain of the winning Ohio team in the
anneal Ohio-W, Va. All-Star game, He also was awanded the Coca-Cola Scholur-Athlete Award by
the OVAC,

Maroon attended Indiana Eniversity on o fooiball scholarship and earned Academic All-America
honors. He was a starting halfback in 1966 and averaged 5.3 yards a carry.

After receiving o medical degree from Endiana, he tained at Genrgetown University and at Oxford
University in Englend. Curmrently Vice-Chairman and Professor of Neorosurgery at the University of
Pittsburgh, he is also the Team Nevmsirgeon for the Pinsburgh Steclers. He also panticipates in numer-
ous marathon taces und tratklons. He was the Uipper Obio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1987,

Doug Swearingen (Athlete - 19785)

Doug Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 197%). He was best
kanown for his pitching prowess, bt Swearingen was 2 multi-sport standout for
the Purple Riders.

1n addition 1o the Jdiamond, Swearingen sparkled on the gridiron as well as the
hardwood for Ferry, With that said, Swearingen remains ene of the finest hurlers
in Chio Valley prep annals.

The crafty southpaw was a four-year baseball letterman for the Purple Riders.
When not o the hill, Swearingen was a hard-hittng outfielder.

He was o owos-time alf-Valley honoree and was a first-team all-Ohio selection
as & sentior, There was no all-OVAC team back then.

Swearingen went 6-2 a senior, compiling 2 miniseule 0.74 ERAL He funmed 130 batters in 62 innings.
He was egaly as potent at the plate, harting o robust 412 with eight doubles, three triples. one homer
and 24 RBI. He lost ihe ultimate heartbrenker that spring, dropping a 3-0, 18-inninp district final affair
t0 Cadiz, He struck out 20 in a route~going effort,

Such an outstanding prep career had college baseball couches coveting the 6 £, 2, 195-pound south-

aw. He chose The Ohie State University, a decision he woulk) not regres. Swearingen was a four-year
{:mnnm for the Buckeyes. He compiled u sperkling 23-13 career mark with a 3 80 ERA. Swearingen
was a superb 9-1 as a junior, losing only to Oklahoma in the NCAA Reglonal. He was second-team
ail-Big Ten thar season. Swearinpen finished his Scarlet & Gray career tied for 14th place for career
mound wins, ninth in innings pitched (278) and 13th in strikeouts {224). He was the team's co-captain
as 1 sentor.

He was drafted by the Seattle Mariners in the 23rd round, He pitched for four years in the minors, going
30-22 with 0 3.36 ERA. Sweasinpen was also u member of the 1982 U.S. National Team which participated
in South Korea. He posted a 3-1 record with a 2,25 ERA ns the 1.5, claimed the bronze medal.

A two-vear in football and basketball letterman, he was a first-team all-OVAC defensive back as a
settor ad was chosen to play in the OVAC All-Star Football Game, but e opted 0 bypass the game
due to his Ohio State baseball scholarship.

Richard ‘Dick’ Kerwood (Atntete - 1960s)

Richard *'Dick” Kerwood {Bishop Denshue High Schoal, Class of 1968).
Some would have viewed it as a handicap: Kerwood used it as motivation.

The Hishop Donahue star was bom June 9, 1950 with just one arm. It never
hindered him in life or athletics.

During his youth, he pluyed baskeiball and baseball, excelling in both, He
was alse o ploneer in weightlifiing, He bought a cast jron set of weights while
in grade scﬁml and used it pussionately. The visionary strength tratning paid
handsome dividends.

As a freshman ai Bishop Donahue, Kerwowd played foothall, baskethall and
buseball for Coach Tom O Connell. lettering in all three sports.

During the next three years at the McMechen-based schoal, he opted 1o concen-
trate on just football and basketball. 1 proved a prudent decision.

The powerful 6 1. 2, 1%0-pounder started o tﬁc gridiron his final three seasons as a center, middle
linebacker and kicker.

During that time, he was aceorded all-Valley, afl-OVAC and afl-Stare honors, named captain of the
firss twes abl-star squads.

Kerwood distinguished himself so much as a senior gadder thar he samed honorable mention Al-
American plaudits. He was also invited to play in the OQVAC All-Star Fontbell Game,

His basketball carser with the Bishops also took on all-star status, Kerwood was the tzam's center
and gained all-OVAC and all-Valley honors. He was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the West
Virginia Stare Baskeiball Toumnament as o senior.

Kerwood's sparkling prep play affonded bim seversl college scholarship offers in both football and
basketball. He opted to play football at Salem College, carning extensive playing time as a freshman.

As fate would have it. Kerwood was wagieally kifled in an sutomobile sccident shonly after his
frosh grid season at Salem.

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980s)

Chris Starr ( Buckeye Frafl High School, Class of 1986). You name the sport
and this former Warrior shined en route 1o carning 12 varsity Jetrers and eveata-
ally a scholarship to Michigan.

While fmlbnirami basketball were priorities for Starr, baseball was where
he made his greatest Impact,

Starr was 2 standout on the hill for the Warriors and eamed first-team afl-
Ohio Class A, first-team all-Eastern District and first-team 2ll-OVAC. He also
played in the Ohie North-South All-Star Series.

During the summer months, Starr was a key contributor for the Maynand
Post 666 American Legion squad which won two state titles and played in the
American Legion World Series in 1986,

Starr carned a full baseball scholarship 1o play for the Wolverines in baseball, He played 1wo
seasons in Ann Arbor, winning g Big 10 championship in 1987, Due to injury, Star eventu-
olly transferred to Muskingum College where be pitched for rnvo years, eaming all-Ohio Athletic
Conferenve honors. He had 125 strikeouts in his two seasons with an ERA of 2.81 and was named
a pre-season all- American, but tore his ACL in the first game of the season,

Cantinuing fo overcome sdversity, Starr was drafied in the 16th round of the Major League
Baseball Druft by the Texas Rangers in 1991, He played three seasons of professionat busebai).

O the football field, Starr etched his name into Buckeye Trail history as the scheol's allime
leader in passing and rashing vards. He was an honorble menton all-Obio pick, fisst-tzam all-
OVAC and firsi-team all-Enstern Distrer. He was chosen o play in the OVAC All-Star Fouthall
Game, but surned it down due to Legion baseball.

Bluring basketball season, Starr alse carsed all-state aveolades. He was named 1o the thind-team as
well as first-team 21l OVAC and all-District 12 squads. All told, he seored 770 points, averaging 32
poinis a game. He geabbed 367 rebounds. passed our 154 assists and shot 43 percent from she hald.

Alex Welker (amiete - 1970s)

Alex Welker {The Linsly School, Class of 1977). He is the Michael Phelps of
Ohie Valley swimmers.

Welker splashed his way Lo a career Iike none other in OVAC swimming annals.
Simply put, Welker was unbeatable.

The Linsly star never Jost o race in high school. incleding relays, so it is only
{itting that he is the first swimmer to be inducted inte the OVAC Hall of Fame.

He entered Linsly as 4 sophoemors and quickly estublished himself es an aguatic
star. An exclomation point (¢ his unblemished record was that he held an GVAC
record in every event he competed in. He competed without ever shaving his body
or tapering, methods use to lowey resistance, yielding faster times.

Welker still bolds schovd and OVAC reconds dating back to 1976, He earned the distinction of being
namet All-Americua us both a junior and senior,

His unperatleled swimming career proved a springboard to a scholarship from The Ohio St
University, and Welker found more pool success in Columbus.

He was voted the Buckeyes” Freshman Swimmer of the Year, helping the Scarler & Gray to a runner-
up finish in the Big Ten. e wus a twa-time NCAA qualifier while establishing five Ohio State reconds,

Welker, unfortunately, suffered a major shoulder inpury during his sophomore seasun, and many
thought his swimming career was aver. He proved the naysayers wrong s he esmoed “Comeback of the
Year Award” while also serting o new Qhio State record 1n the 2{H-meter freestyle as a senior.

He also set sumerous records during his earlier vears in AAU competition.

He also eprned 4 piece of a world record. In 1975, he was a member of 3 20-swimmer team that estab-
tished o world mark in the 50-mile relay in Mount Vernon, Ohlo, with Welker posting the Fastest split.

Shawn Vincent (Athiete - 1980s)

Shawn Yincent {S1. Claissville High School, Class of 1987). Foatball was the
name of the game for this Red Devils’ icon.

You name the way ta be involved in a football game and Vinvent was the leader
of a team that advanced to the OHSAA Division I8 state semifinals before falling
1 Chagrin Fals Kenston. 22-21.

Vincent iriggered the Red Devils' atack ot the quarterback spot, setting an Ohie
Valley record for rushing vards from the position at 1,360 yards in 13 games, He
also seored 150 points for @ Red Devil squad which wos the OVAC Class 3-A
ttle. During the regular season, Viacent averaged 10.1 yards a carry and scored
20 touchdowns.

Vincent passed for 441 yards and four towchdowns during his senior campaign.
All 1old, he scored 24 toueckdowns, He was also a weapon as a punt and kick returner, accumulating
638 yards and three scores. On the defensive side of the ball, Vincent roamed in the secondary and
kad seven interceptions.

For his seasom, Vincent was un all-OVAC, all-Objo and afl-Valley selection.

Upon his graduation, ke accepted a seholarship to play defensive back at the Universiiy of Akron.
He started for the Zips for three seasons and in 1985 shared the top sophomore wward. He sl holds
ihe school meeord with 265 interception rettrn yards and kis 13 caresr interceptions rank second in the
Akron recond book,

Vinoent then signed & free apent contrues with the Pittsburgh Steelers, playing 16 games in 1991 and
recarding fwo intorrepions.

Aside Fromm bis Football prowess, Vinvest lettered in baskeiball and track and fieid for the Red Blevils.
He was the 1rack most valuable athlete and still holds the schoo! fong-jump record.
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Amber Ellison (Athlete - 1990s)

Amber Ellison {Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) . The
Lady Colss’ basketball program is one of the most sterfed in the Ohio
Valley and Ellison is & major reason why.

Ellison was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Colts, twice eam-
ing first-team al-Ohio accolades en route to her honors and eventual
basketbalt scholarship to Wheeling Pesudt University,

She's currently Meadowbrook’s second 2ll-time girls” leader in points
{£,363) and rebounds (830) and the all-time leader in steals (506) and
assists (472). Ellison also holds the Meadowhrook single-game record
for 44 points, which she netted ns & senior against Jolm Marshall.

During that senior season, Ellison averaged 24.1 points and 14.6 rebounds per pame en romte
to every first-tears award imaginable. She was first-team all-Ohio in Division II, Eastern District
Player of the Year; All-District 12; Player of the year in the East Central Ohio League and first-
team atl-OVAC. She was afso chosen for the Qo Nowth-South and OVAL All-Siar games.

As a junior, Ellison pouted in 19 points, grabbed 10 rebounds, passed out 5.7 assists and
snared 5.5 steals per game en route fo first-4eam all-everything, She was also named honorabie
mention all-USA Today.

If basketball wasn’t enough, Ellison iz also one of the finest sofiball players 1o ever wear a
Lady Colts’ uniform. She batted better than 400 every year of her career. Ellison was a three-
timze all-Ohio softball sefection and fous-time all-district pick. She was player of the year, asa
sophomore, in the ECOL after batting .506 with seven home rzns, seven triples and 37 RBIL

At Wheeling Jesuit, Ellison scored 1273 career pints, zrabbed 321 rebounds, passed out 389
assists and made 218 steals and blocked 42 shots. A four-year letterwinner, she was a two-year
captain for the Lady Cardinals and was twice named to the all- WVIAC squad.

Adter ier playing career at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching position ar Shenandoah where
she served as an assistant for a season before ascending to the head coachiog job. She was with
the Lady Zeps for three seasons, pesting a 5437 record while reaching three district toumna-
ments, She also had brief coaching stints st Frankiin Heights and Olentangy Orange,

 speed, there have been very few, if any, faster than Williams.

Kenny Howell (athiete - 20005)

Kenny Howell (5t. John Cemral High Schocl, Class of 2000). Tidida*t
matter e season oy the sport for this former Jrish standout.

However, i was in track and field where Howell made his greatest
impact despite only participating in the sport for three years because he
played baseball as a freshman.

After being enconraged to give track and field a try, Howell became
the area’s most decorated male thrower, shining in the discus and shot

ut,
P Howell wes a three-time all-Ohivan ir the discus. He placed third in
the state his first season in the circle and then captured the coveted Division [T state cham-
pionship in 1999, As a senior, Howell was undefeated until the state meet when he settled
for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feer. That mark stilf stands as the best in Ohio
Valley history, Along with his efforss in the state competition, Howelt was a three-time OVAC
Champion in the plaiter event.

Howell placed fifih in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a two-time QVAC
champion i the iron-bal} event.

Howell also ran on kigh quality sprint relay teams for the Irish,

On the fooiball field, Howell etched his name into 5t. John Central kistory as a three-vear
starter for squads which combined for a 25-6 record and qualified for the playofls in 1599
after a 9-1 season.

Howell was the primary running back for the Irish, amassing 1.500 yards as a junior en route
1o second-team alt-Ohdo statos, He was first-team afl-stater as & senior wher e 120 for bester
than 1,300 yards and was twice named to the OVAC's first tean:.

Howell was also a three-year siatier for the Frish hasketball program.

After high schoof, Howell accepted a track scholarship to West Virginia University, but
eventnglly tmansferred to The Ohio State University where be completed his career and degree.
He now resides in Columbus and works in the construction business.

Thomas E. Rataiczak ovac Family)

Thomas E. Rataiczak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1964}, Succeeding
the tate Sam Mumley and bis friend-to-all, get-it-done attitude as the guid-
ing force of the Okio Valley Athletic Conference would not be on easy tagk,
but it’s one that Rataiczak fas done with tremendous vision and class..
and then some.

“Rat” has been the de facto head of the OVAC as Executive Secretary
since 1999, and under his Teadership, the bi-stae conference has gronvn
to an all-time high of 30 mermber schools from Ohio and West Virginia,

Duting Rataiczak's watch, the Conference has grown by Jeaps and
bourds in a variety of nreas. Among them have been 1he formation of the DVAC Hall of Fame
and the OVAC Spors Museum (both located in WesBanco Arena in Wheeting): insthuting
boys' and girls” basketball wurnaments and expanding many of the other events, most notably
the revised format of the track championships; creating an All-Conference Academic Team
in conjunction with Ohio University Eastem; the creation of an official OVAC website; stan-
dardizing all championship awards; developing a meet director’s handhook: computerizing afl
financial accounts; providing countless SportsWorld speakers to the area for more than 600
school assemblies, rising more than $250,000 to bring them i at ne cost to the Conference;
and placing the Conference on solid financial ground through a partrership with Scholastic
Sports Marketing.

A retired Bellaire High School teacher, be served as a “Founding Fatber” and Direclor of
the BHS Sports Foundation and has been chairman of the Bellaire Wall of Fame/Hall of Fame
Commistee for more than 20 years. Rataiczak bias been the Big Reds’ basketball scorckeeper
far 43 years, working at more than 1,700 consecutive varsity and junior varsity games. In fact,
the OVAC's Scorekeeper/Timer Award presented annually at the OVAC All-Star Basketball
Classic is named in his honor.

He has also served more (han 30 years as the BHS record-keeper, publishing extensive media
guides for both football and basketbail.

The recipient of the Bellaire Alumni Association's Outstanding Altanis Asvard in 1992, he
praduated from West Libesty Stae College and obtained a master's degree from West Virginia
LUniversity, He received the Robest 5. McKelvey Awerd from the Upper Dhie Valley Dapper
Dan Clubs in 2010 and his most recent undertaking was being elected to the Bellaire Board of
Education in 20612,

Denver Williams ¢ahiete - 19905)
Denver Williams (Cadiz High School, Class of 1996}, When it comes to 5

Regardless if it was on the tack or on the fooball field, Willlams was
consistently running away from the opposition.

Willlams was a four-year regular in both track and football for the E
Cardinals. On the oval, Williams wrote his name into Ohio Valiey history
in both the 10D-meter and 200-meter dashes.

He wasted little time in making a name for himself. He won the Division
IIT state 200-meter dash tifle as a freshman in 1993, He proceeded to win
three more, making him one of just five athletes in state history to win the
same event fous siraight years.

Williams didr’t stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division HI 100-meter crowns to his
resume in both his junier and senior seasons. Witliams ran his personal-best times of 10.55
and 21.50 to win the gold medals as a senior, and both stil] stand as all-ime OHSAA and Ohio
Vatley records,

On the football fiekd, Williams also sparkled. earning first-team ali-Obio and all-Eastern
District twice. He owns the Cadiz school record for career mushing yards with 4,479,

After his prep career, Williams accepted a football schelarship to the Univershty of Kentucky
where he also ran track. He red-shined as a freshman and then transferred 1o Youngstown State
where be helped the Penguins win the NCAA Divisien 1-AA National Championship. All toid,
fie lettered four years at YSU in foothalf and three in track,

For the Penguins' track team, Williams was the 200-meter runner-up in the Mid-Continent
Conference and was apart of school records in the indoor 45400 and sprint medley.

Williams has now emered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohic Northern and
Heidelberg, Currently. he’s working as a football coach and track coach at Trinity College in
Hartford, Conn.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Tim McCoy (OVAC Contributor)

Tim MeCoy (Jefferson Union High School, Ciass of 1978), For a quartes of
a century, McCoy has taken the lead role in expanding broadcast and internet
coverage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specifically those of the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference.

‘Those efforts have helped give thousands of area high school athletes
tremendous exposure, with countless thousands of viewers able to watch the
valiey's best perform in the athletic reatm.

Among the many highlights has been live TV coverage of various all-star
contests, most notably the Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-Star Charity Fooiball
Classic from Wheeling 1sland Stadiem nnd the Ron Mauck OVAC Wreatling
Championships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. At ore time, WTOVTVY also aired the
Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic.

Other events include the football “Game of the Week™ broadcasts (replays of area games fol-
lowing the comprehensive “Sports Friday” shows) ; in-depth pre-season footbalt team previews
and the “Big 22" swards banguet in Becember. WTOV-TVO also has an extensive internet
football supersiie available.

MceCoy became Vice-President and General Mannager of WTOV-TV9 in 1994, Prior 1o that,
he served as the station’s Operations Manager for six years

He began bis career in television as a Production Technician a1 WNEQ-TV in Kent from
1979-82. He first joined WTOV as a Promotion Producer from i982.85 and then spent two
years at NBC affiliate WLEX-TV in Lexington, Kentucky as Promotions and Creative Services
Director where hie received two ADDY awards,

He has served on various boards in the Ohlo Valley, including as president and campaign
chairman of the United Way of Jefferson County, the S1. John Arena. the Steubenville Rotary
and the Steabenville City of Murmls, He is also 8 member of The Friends of Wheeling, the
Eastern Ohio Valley Tech Prep Censortium, Jefferson County Chamber of Comunerce, the
Wheeling Area Chamber of Commerce, Franciscan University of Steubenville, Historic Fory
Steuben and the Jefferson County WIND Team. He was named 995 City of Murals “Volunteer
of the Year"; the Community Leadership Award from the Franciscan Universily of Steubenville;
2 Community Award from the Steubeaville branch of the NAACP; and the One in a Millien
Award from the Steubenville Million Man March Committee. awards,

He was the 1997 Robent 5. McKelvey Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan Club,
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Richard ‘Hoot’ Gibson (Medin)

Rickard “Hoot” Gibson (51. Clairsville High Sehoal, Class of 1970},
He began his career in the local media in 1981 and ks spent 32 vears on
the staff at The Tunes Leader, serving as & sports writer and for a brief
tire as Sports Editor and also as Area News Editor.

Gibson has written countiess columns covering high school, college
and professional sports and instituted the All-Times Leader teams in all
high schoal sports,

e has coverad OVAC contests in nearly every sport and at most
conference schools aver the years, including OVAC All-Star games in every sport,

Gibson has been seen at countless sporting events not only locally, but around the country,
Ha's covered several NCAA men's basketball “Final Fowr™ pames. many World Series and
MLB All-Star Games, 10 Super Bowis and 18 college football bow] games. He’s also authored
countless stories on the Ohto State Buckeyes and the West Visginia Mountaineers and served
one vear 28 the beat writer for the Pirtsburgh Pirates.

He received the OHSAA Media Service Award for the Eastern District in 2000 and has won
several Olio Prep Sports Witers Association awards over the years.

Githson was also a freefance writer for several years for Basketball Weekly magazine based
out of Detroit, Michigan,

Gibson. who astended Harding University in Arkansas, also spent several vears as a focal
baseball, basketball and volleyball officizl and served as manager of the Fairpoint-Neffs ball-
club of the Ohie Villey Baseball League.

He served thiee years in the United States Navy (1976-78), working in communications
!fgg Command 6th Fleet Europe while stationed in Jaly and tousing both Europe and nonhern

rica.

Nick Aloi (Counches)

Nick Alol (Midland (Pa.) High School, Class of $962). His coaching
career began with g three-vear stint as his alma mater, Midland (Pa. ) Lincoln
High, where be led the team 1o a state runner-up finish in 1986, He was
named Class A “Coach of the Yewr™ in western Pennsylvania in 1985,

Aloi’s coaching stay at East Liverpool began in 1986 and spanned 20
vears, longer than any basketbail coach in school history. He compiled a
career record of 326-121. an impressive winning percentage of 73%.

His Posier-coached teams won four Olio Valley Athletic Conference cham-
pienships (1991, 94, "85 and 99}, nine sectional titles; six district crowns and
one regional championship with an OHSAA Siate “Final Four” Appearance in
1999. The '99 ieam finished with a 23-2 record, felling to Shaker Heights (71-63) in the Division
I state semifinals,

He was selected Ohio Division T*Coach of the Year™ in 1956 by the Ohio High Schooi Basketball
Associatior and 1999 by The Associated Press; was the District 5 Basketbali Coaches Association
“Coach of the Year™ 11 simes, Eastern District “Coach of the Year” seven simes and received similar
honors in Columbiana County numerous times.,

He was proviousty inducied into the East Liverpool Eligh School Athletic Hall ef Feme, the Beaver
County Sports Hali of Fame. the Midland High School Sports Hall of Fame and the Bistict 5
Baskethall Coaches Association Hal of Fame.

Among Alel’s attributes were consistency. continuity and commitment, evident in the fact that he
never messed &0 open gym, practice, scoimmage or game during bis playing or coaching careers,
He also started the popular “Potter Holiday Classic,” a tournament knows: for quality competition,
and conducted the “Liwle Potters Clinic” yearly for the distriet’s elermentary aad middie schonl
students free of charge.

As an athlete, Aloi was the leading scorer, MYP and team captain of Midlind’s 962 unde-

Jirn Thomas (Coaches)

Jim Thomas (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1963).

The highly-regarded “I'T" is the fourth-winningest coach in Ohio Valley
history behind Reno Saccoccia, Fay Circosta and the fellow Hall of Famer
George Strager with 2 35-year record of 235-134-2. He wound up only 35
wins off of the all-time West Virginia state record for football conching
victories (267).

His first head coaching sting carne st old Yorkville High where he spent
three years (1968-70). guiding the Ducillites 1o an unbeaten seasen in
E9T0.

He then assumed the head coaching position as Wheeling Central
{$971.80), and moved on to Wheeling Park for six seasons (1981-86). From there. it was
bgﬁﬁ 10 kis alma mater for a second stint, this time guiding the Maroon Kaights from 1987
2004,

He coached teams to seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1974, 1976,
1578, 1579, 1590, 2000 and 2004) and four West Virginia siate titfe. The Maroon Keights
were Class AA state champs at the first “Super Six” event in Charleston in 1979 and they
won the Class A crown in 2000, 2002 and 2004. The 2000 team set a school record for wins
{

He also coached the West Virginia squad four times in the Rudy Mumtey OVAC Charity
All-Star Football Classic.

Thomas was voted the West Virginia All-Sport “Coach of the Year” for 2004-03 and the
OVAC All-Spor; “Coach of the Year” in both 1980 and 2003, He was also The Inteligencer's
“(Cpach of the Year” in 1979 and the Upper Ohdo Valley Dapper Ban “Man of the Year” in
2001,

e earned his bachelor's degree from West Liberty State College and a master’s degree
from West Virginia Universiry,

Thomas passed away in 2005 at the age of 60,

feated basketball 1eam. earning All-WPIAL and All-State recognition. He then went to Bowling
Green State University where he was a three-year starter and team co-captain, averaging 15
peints per game. Alci eamed hiis bacheler's degree from Bowling Green and later obtained his
master’s degree from Duguesne University. He was drafied by the St. Louls Hawks of the NBA,

John Howell (oiciats)

John Howell {Lancaster Fairfield Union High School, Class of 1967).
When it comes to high school basketball officials, Howell is among the
most recognized individuals thronghout the Ohio Valley, After all, during
a 38-year officiating carcer, he worked in practically every gymnasiom out
there,

Howell became a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved
Baskethall Officials in 1972, He served as secretary of the board for 14
years; as a lraining class instructer for 14 years: as rules nterpreter for 16
years and assigned junior varsity officials for 14 years.

He served &5 1the OVAC’s Assistant Basketbali Commissioner from £983-
94 and became the Basketball Commissioner in 1995, a role he still has today.

Howell worked his lisst varsity basketball game in 1974 {Paden City vs. St. Marys) and his
final appearance on the bardwood came March 11, 2809 io a West Virginia Class AA Regional
game at Phillip Barbour High School,

Howell worked a total of 27 state sournaments; 14 Ohio boys ($987, ‘B8, '90, 92, 94, '95,
96, ‘08, ‘90, 2000, '62, ‘04, 'D6." 08): 5 Ohio girls (90, 51, 53, 0, 03); 6 West Virginia boys
(BR,91,94.97,9%,03): and 2 West Virginia girls (83, 89). He also worked a toual of 75 regionad
tournament games over the years.

In 1993, Howel! worked a W, Va. boys’ state semifinal game in Charleston with Mike Coyne
in morning and then and Ohio girls’ semifinal game in Columbus with Roger Levi later same
day. He officiated the first three-man championship boys® game in Obio in 1996 and the first
3-man championship boys' game in W, Va. in 1997,

Howell received a host of awards over the years, including NFIOA {National Federation of

Don Zinni (otticials)

Don Zinei ( Yorkville High School, Class of 1954}, He began his offi-
ciating careey in 1970 as a member of the Ohic Valiey Board of Footbali
Oficials, remalning active until 991,

He officiated ot the district, regional and staie level in the WVSSAC
playoffs from 1975-90, working the 1977 Class AAA State Champlonship
Game.; and he worked games at the regional and state semifinal level in
the OHSAA during that same iime span.

Zinni officisted the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Ciassic four times (three as referee and one as back judge) and worked
the OHEFCA North-South All-Star Classic ir Massillon in 1982,

A member of the OHSAA Football Advisory Committee for four years and a FPast
President and Rules Interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, Zinni became
OVAC Football Commissioner in 995 and held that position unti} retiring in 2012 as the
longest-tenured individeal to serve in that caparity..

While serving as OVAC Fooiball Commissioner, the affable Zinni expanded officiating
crews from four men to five; expanded the officiating base to inchide several areas on both
sides of the sver including Wheeling, Weirton-Steabenvilie, Mason-Dixon, Parkersburg-
Marietta, Columbiana County, Cambridge-Zanesville and Columbus; established rating of
crews by coaches during the season and by the Commissioner after the seasoty; served ds 4
clearinghouse for schools seeking opponents Tor schedule openings, and assigned officials to
the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic by position rating.

Zinni &lso spent several years in the coaching ranks. He first served as junior high and
freshman baskelbali coach from 1938-65; was an assistant football coach at Yorkville High
from 1939-65; was the head coach at Yorkville from 1963-70; and then was the high schocl
principal from 1970-72.

He is also a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Comunittee.

As a high school athlete, Zinni was a four-year lettierman in baseball, a two-year letterman
in football and a one-year letterman in baskeiball at Yorkville. .

Interscholastic Officials Association} Official of the Year in West Virginia in 1992 and in Ohio
in 1997; Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in 1991, Ohio District 12 Official of the Year in
1992; West Virpinia Official of the Year in 1994 and was the 2013 recipien! of the OVAC’s
Robert Dawson Officials” Award. He was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame
in 2003,

In zddition 1o baskerbal, Howell has worked as a track official since 1972, serving in various
capacities over the years at OVAC meets as well as at the Bellaire Relays and Shadyside Relays,
and he has handled the position of clerk at those meets for the iast 15 years,

While not an on-field officia in football, Howell served as the OVAC's Assistamt Football
Commissioner under Hall of Famer Evan Reese from 1983-94,

Harry ‘Moo’ Moore (athlete - 194ils)

Harry “Man” Moere (Moundsville High School, Class of 1948). The
6-foot-2 forward set school career scoring records which lasted 18 years
untt] broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Famer Beb Hummell. He scored
1,700 cereer points in four seasons and he also set she all-time Trojan single-
game record of 54 points, incloding 25 goals, in a 101-17 1out of Cameran.

He earned firss team, one-class All-State a5 a senior and was twice a first
team AH-OVAC Jargest Class AA honoree. He also was the first state High
Schocl Player of the Year bonoree in selections made from 1548-60 by the
Tri-Sute Independent Tournament held in Sistersville.

Moore led the Trojans to records of 15-2 in 1948 and 19-3 in 1946 when
the team advanced to the W.Va, region finals,

He eamed a scholarship to West Virginia University where he played on three varsity ieams
with a combined 60-20 record. Incuding a Southern Conference regular season and joumament
championship. Moare's 84 percent caveer fiee throw pereentape ranks No. 2 all-time at WV,
He averaged 12.8 points 3 game as a senior and was selected honorable mention All-America.

He also was chosen in the sixth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Nationals,
He served in the Army infaniry from 1%53-55 and was selecied to play in the 1954 armed
forces Pan-American Games in Mexico and International Games in Germany. In 2007, he was
indueted into the West Virginia University Sports Hall of Fame.

Moare. who retired in 1993 from the oif industry, resides in Moundsviile,
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Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (athlete - 19505)

Ron “Cy" Godfrey (Maning Ferry High School. Class of 1956),
The 6-foot-3 suingbean set school scoring records which remain on
the books for more than 50 years, He shattered Purple Rider carcer,
season nnd single pame marks set in 1944 by legendary GVAC Hall
of Famer Alex Groza. His records include carrent standards of 1,300
career points, a 32.4 point per game norm as a senior, and twice scoring
3§ points in a game npainst Wheeling and Benwood Union. Fhe single-
game mark has been tied, the others urbroken. He earmed Al-Obio and
All-OVAC honors in 936 at the Purple Riders went 18-6 with sectional
and district sitles before bowing 10 Canton McKinley, 57-54, in regional play.

He earned a scholarship o the University of Miami, where he SCDM{) 1,384 carger points
a5 the Huicanes went 61-18 in his shree varsiiy seasons. The 1960 NCAA Toumament team
went 23-4 and the 1961 NIT Toumnament squad ended 20-7 s Godfey eamed honorable
mention Ali-America,

He fater served as head coach for four seasons of the Hurricanes before regigning in 1971,
His prize protégé was future Basketball Hall of Famer Rick Barry. Godfrey has heen inducted
intothe University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame and the Atiantic Coast Conference Legends
Class of 2012 although he never piayed an ACC game. Miami is currendy a member of the
ACC, Gedfrey resides in Coral Springs, Fia.

Ken Vargo (atplete - 1950)

Ken Yargo {Manins Ferry High School, Class of 1952}, A three-sport, four-
.|year Purple Rider athlete who was team captain in football and baskeiball as
a senfor anil a track tear member. A 6-foot, 184-pound center-linebacker in
football, he earned first team Associated Press All-Olio defense as a senior
and was selected captain of the AIROVAC and All-Valley “Big School”
honor rolls. The 1931 All-Valley selections were she first ones selecting Big
and Small School teams. Vargo, a 48-minute player, also was a two-time All-
Eastern Ohio selection at center,

He eamed a scholarship 1o Ohio State University where he became a three-
year regular at center and Buckeye co-capiain as a senior when he eamed
first team All-Big Ten Conference with two teammates in the College Foorball Hall of Fame -
Heisman Trophy winner Howard (Hopalong) Cassaday and Outland Trophy winner Jim Parker.
Vargo played in the 1956 Hula Bawt.

As z junior, he was a regular on a 10-0 record team which won the Rose Bowl, 20+7, over USC
and was named the AP National Champions.

Vargo was drafied in the ninth round by the Chicago Bears of the National Football League, but
opted to play in Canada with the Ottawa Rough Riders where he was Canadian Football League
All-Star linebacker in his 1936 rookic season.

After his playing career, he remained in Canada and resides in Ontawa,

Jim Brown (Athiete - 19605)

Jim Brown {Martins Ferry High Schoot, Class of 1961). A two-spon
Purple Rider standowt, he is the first OVAC athlete honored primariiy
for golf, ke the OVAC all-class tournament, be improved cach year ©
place fourth, third, second and first his four years. He also won three
GVAC Ohio-side titles. He won three Ohio district crowns after placing
second as a freshman, In the Ohio state tounament. he improved each
season - 11th, Bth, 6th and 41h as a senior. His career match record was
43-4, including 13-1 #s a senior after marks of 9-2, 11.0 and i&-1, He
was medalisi in 39 of 47 carcer matches.

In basketball, the 3-foot- 1 guard was a two-tme AU-GVAC Clags AAA choice, twice All-
Eastern Otio {co-captain as senior) and All-Ohio second and third team in two wire service
selections. He was co-captain in the Ohte Nomib-South All-Star Game.

He earned a schofarship to play golf and basketball at Otiio State and became QSU's No.l
golfer, and senior team captain, and a three-year varsiiy basketball letterman.

After six years coaching at Rollins College in Florida and Kent State, he returned in 1973
to become Ohio State’s ninth golf coach, He remained for 36 seasons as the longest tenured
coach in any sport at OSUY. His teams won 17 Big Ten titles and the 1979 NCAA champi-
onship among 11 NCAA Top 10 finishes and 31 appearances. A three-time Big Ter Coach
of the Year, he won uational hooors in 1979 and 1986, He has been inducted into the Golf
Caaches of America Hall of Fame and the Ohio State Athletics Hall of Fame. Brown splits
retirernent time between Columbus and Florida.

Larry Marmie (Athlete - 1960s)

Larry Marmie {Bamnesville High School, Class of 1960).Aa All-Qhio
quarterback for the Shamrocks, he also earned Al-OVAC honors in foosbalt
and All-Eastern Ohio honors in basketball and foothalt as a senior. He also
wis selected Al-Valley “Small Schoof” first team quarterback.

Playing for coach Bob (Smokey) Wion on a ¥-2 record team as & senior in
1959, Marmie was selected to the UPE ALL-Ohio Class AA 1eam and played in
the 1960 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star game. The 1959 Shamrocks averaged
304 points a game with Marmie rushing for 626 yards and passing for 566
yards in a balanced attack.

In 1960, he walked on at Ohio State University and was a member of the
freshman team before transferring for his finad three years ar Eastesn Kentucky University, A
fuur-ﬁen.r starier at quarierback, he was team captain and MVP as a senior and set seven school
recards.

Afler five college assistant coaching jobs. he joined Arizona State as defensive coordinator in
1985 and became head coach for four years from 1988-91. After stops &t Tennessee and UCLA,
he joined the professional coaching ranks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Cardinals, He then
Jjoined the 8. Louis Rams (2004-05) and Seattle Scahawks (2006-09). Last season was his 47th
year in coaching.

He currently resides in Califernia.

Peri Powell (athlete - 19705)

Rhonda Noble (Amlete - 19785)

Rhonda Noble {S1, Clairsville High School, Class of 1979), She was
one of the first threg-sport female sthletes in Ohio Valley annals, She
was also one of the best.

Noble not only starred in volleybalt, basketball and softball for the
Lady Red Devils, bur she was also just as impressive in the realm of
academics. Noble's many talents helped elevate the Lady Red Devils
10 tearm success.

As a senior, she led St. C.'s volleyball 12am to the regional tourna-
ment. It was a milesione achievernent as it marked the first time an
Eastern Ohic team ever advanced to the Sweet 16, The Lady Red Devils were also crowned
OVAC champions that season. Noble was voted the team’s most valuable player that cam-
paign. an honor she also landed as a sophomore. As dominating as she was 1n volleyball,
Noble may have been even more-so in basketball. In leading St. C. to the OVAC champion-
ship her senior campaign, Noble landed every conceivable honor, She was voted, all-OVAC,
all-District, all-Valley and all-Ohio. She was named the team’s MVP and was chosen to play
in the OVAC All-Star Game, In sofiball, she was & three-year letterwinner and was egain
named MVP as a senior,

Her 5t. C. carcer featured 10 athletic letiers and being voted the school's female athlete of
thie year for 1978-74. She was also a member of the 8t. Clairsville National Honor Society,
She was inducted imo the St. Clairsvilie High Schoo) Athietic Hall of Fame in 2008.

After receiving her St. C. diploma, Noble went from one hilltop to ansther. $he chose
West Liberty State College to continue her athletic and academic pursult and she was a
rare three-sport performer in college. She was an fmpact perforrer earty on for the Lady
Hillioppers” volleyball program. She was named all-WVIAC as a sophomore, junior and
senior. She helped lead WESC to the confesence crown in 1981, All-conference honors and
Noble became synonymous, She earned all-WVIAC plaudits in basketball as a senior and
as a junior and senior in sofiball, She was inducied into the West Liberty University Hall
of Fame in 2000. She returned as West Liberty's head volleyball coach from 1986-1995,
During that tenure, she was twice (1987 & 1981) voted WVIAC Volleyball Coach of the
Year. Noble is the chairperson of West Libersy’s Depanmem of Health & Human perfor-
mance in the College of Education,

Peri Pawell (Mantins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). She distinguished
herself e a superb college softball player. Unfortunately for Powell, her high
school did not field a prep sofiball team.

That didn’t stop her, bowever, from being an excoptionat athlete for the
Purple Riders, iettering in three spons.

Powell stlll rates as one of the finest basketball players, male or female, in
Martins Ferry bistory. She poured in 1,404 points in her prep career, In the
process, the dynamite guard was accorded 2ll-Ohkio honors as a junior and
senior, She was also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was
caplain of the All-Valley team that same year.

Powell displayed her versatility by lettering four years in volleyball for the Ferrlans while also
fettering three years in track and field.

Softball came to the forefront a1 the next level, as Powell earned a fill scholarship to the Coliege
of Steubenville. As fate would have it, the college did awny with the program after 1wo years,

Powell remained undaunted, however. She simply took her vase softbatl skills 1o West Liherty
State College. It was & move that paid quick. albeis, shont dividends. Powell eamned first-team all
WVIAC nceolades i softball for Ige Lady Hilltoppers. She opted, however, 1o leave West Liberty,

It was not 1he end of her colleginte exploits, as she decided to ply her trade at Wheeling College
{now Jesuit Einiversity). She scripted a brilliant two-year career with the Lady Candinals.

She gained all-WVIAC honors both seasons and was named conference player of the year as 2
senior. She batted 437 tha year. Powell played in the NAJA national tournament in San Antonio,
Texas. Powell was voted NAIA All-American, the first Lady Cardinal athlete (0 ever galn that dis-
tinction, Wheeling College retired Ber softhall jersey in 1987,

Afier her playing days, Powell distinguished herself in the coaching ranks. She served as Wheeling
Coliege head sofiball coach for two years, being named the WVIAC Coach of the Year, only ta have
the college discominue the program. Powelt currently serves as nssistant sofiball coach st Martins Ferry,

Mark Emmerling (Athlete - 19805)

Mark Emmerling (East Liverpool Hizh School, Class of 1989). Wresiling
and Emmerling are synonytmous.

He is the unquestioned greatest prappler the Columbiana County-hased
schoel has ever produced. Moregver, hie is one of the most successful in
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Chio Valley Athletic Conference annals.

Emmerling reached rarified air in January of 1989, That s when the
walented and gritty Potter became only the second wrestier to win four
OVAC mat championships, he other being legendary Hatl of Famer Bokby
Dougias. Emmeriing established an East Liverpool school record, chalking
up 133 career wrestling victories. He also owns Potter school records for
most high school tournament places (24), most pins (100} and most dual-match victories (92).

His founth OVAC Tournament title alse brought him the coveted David Bierkortte Award,
embiematic as the tourney’s MVP. Emmerling captured thyee sectional championships, three
district crowns and a regional crown. His state tournament hopes were dashed by injuries as a
junior and senior. His mal success was widely embraced by the East Liverpool community. He
received the Lou Venditti Award as the school cutstanding wrestler white alse being hontored
by 1he city’s mayor with “Mark Emmerling Day™ on Feh. 6, 1989,

His prep prowess led kim to West Vieginia University where he eamed two mat letters for
the Mountaineers.

He also performed well in cross country, eaming four letters for the Poters, and excelled in
the classroom, being inducted in the school's National Honor Society.
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Blaine Rose (Athiese - 1980s)

Blaine Rose (Stanton High School. Class of 1984} In ity hevday,
Stanton boasted some of the premier athletes in the Ohio Valley, but
none were better than Rose. He was n three-sport standout, who pos-
sessed decathlete-fike talents in track while also skilled enough to cam
a Division I football scholarship,

Rose could virtually do it all, whether on the gridiron, basketball
court or in the track arena, When the dust settled on his success-Jaden
prep career, Rose opted to continue his athietic and academic carcer at
the University of Maryland, where he enjoyed a superb football career,

The 6 f1. 3, 230-pounder was Stanton's only three-sports all-Valley
first-team selection. He was also selected by The Intelligencer as the 1983-84 Ohio Valley
All-Sports athlete of the year,

Rose was a three-year siarter in football, starring as a tight end and defensive end. He
was selected as captain of the all-Valley Small School team as a senior, a season in which
he collected more than 100 tackles and caught 23 passes for four rouchdowns in a ground-
oriented offense.

Rose used his great size and athieticism to sparkie in basketball, finishing his career with
1,052 points. He was accorded first-team all-OVAC and all-valley plaudits while being
named third-team all-Obio. He averaged 18.1. points and 14.9 rebounds that campaign as
Stanton finished with a sparkling £7-4 mark.

Rose earned the rare distinction of being a three-year all-Valley track selection. He
excelled as a discus thrower, pole vaulter, high jumper while lending his spead 1o Red
Raiders' relay teams. He was a 13-foot pale vaulier which was remarkable for liis size while
also tossing the discus 145 feet, winning multiple OVAC titles in those events.

After picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculated to Maryland, lettering four years
for the Tcrrapins. He was the backugp tight end his first two years before landing the starting
spol as a Jumor, By the tme he was a senior, Rose had blessomed into a 6 ft. 5, 260-pounder
which resuited him moving 1o a starting guard slor, The move paid dividends as it eamed him
entry into the NFL. He was on the New England Patriots’ 1ax1 squad in 1990 and the Miami
Bolphins” taxi squad in 1991. Rose's pro football days ended in 1992 when he played Tor the
Orlando Thunder of the World Football League.

Ben Taylor (ashlete - 19905)

Ben Taylor (Bellaire High School, Class of 1997). There's tough
and then there’s the way this Big Reds’ all-Ohioan played throughout
his career.

h didn'1 mater what side of the ball, Taylor was heavily involved in
the steeess of the Big Reds” foothall program in the mid 1990s. During
Taylor's career, in which he carned three letters, the Big Reds compiled
a 33-3 record.

Two af those three losses came in the Ohio Division IV Stawe
Championship Game. During those seasons, Taylor saw time at line-
backer, safety and wide receiver for Coach John Magistro's squad, Taylor, who was a first
team all-Ohioan and a *Mr. Football” finalists as a senior, finished his career with 348 tack-
les and 12 interceprions on defense, He was also a mainstay in the passing game, catching
130 passes for 1,679 yards end 12 touchdowns in his career. He was also an oulsianding
punter. He also owns the Bellalre single-season record for receptions ir a season (70) and
career. His career sackle number ranks third in Bellalre bistory and his 192 tackles in a
season ranks second. His receiving vardage is fourth. Taylor was chosen for the Ohio North-
South All-Star Game and was chosen as a team captain. He also took part in the OVAC
All-Star Game and captained that squad.

He larded a scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years. The Hokies were 39-8
during Taylor's career in Blacksburg. En route to being named a semifinalist for the Butkus
Award, which goes to the nation’s premier coliegiate linebacker, Taylor recorded 318 tackles
and seven career sacks, He was twice named all-American and all-Big East. After linishing
the regular season undefeated in 1999, Taylor and the Hokies (who had Michael Vick af
guarterback} played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National Championship against Florida
State. The Hokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game afier the
2001 season. He was then drafted in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourih round.
He spent four seasons as linebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green Bay
Packers in 2G06, but injurics ended his professional playing cereer. All told, he recorded 218
career tackles in the NFL and had one interception.

Along with Taylor's footbali abilities, he was a member of two OVAC Championship
basketbzll teams coached by GVAC Hall of Famer Gene Ammirante, The 1997 Big Reds’
hoop squad won the district fifle. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career and
then ran track as a sprinter.

Taylor was inducied to the Bellaire High School Hall of Fame in 2005,

Sylvia Crawley (Athlete - 1990s)

Sylvia Crawley (Stoubenville High School, Class of 1990). Utilizing ker 6
fr. 4 frame, there wasn’t rruch this Big Red preduct couldn’t do on a basker-
ball floor. Playing primarily at center, Crawley developed into one of the best
post players Steebenville and the Ohio Valley has ever seen. A three-year
letterwinner, Crawley enjoved her finest campaign as a senior when she aver-
aged 17.9 points a game and led the Ohin Valley with 19.4 rebounds and an
astounding 7.3 blocked shots. Crawley, who also lettered in track and field,
ended her prep carcer with 378 points, 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots.

For her efforts, Crawley was twice named to the all-OVAT Class AAA
first team and she captained the Ohio-side all-Valley squad as a senior after
eaming second team honors as a junior.

While scoring, rebounding and blocking shots at will, the recruiting picked up sieam for Crawley.
who received offers from North Carolina State, Indiana, Texss A&M, Minnesots and numerons
others, but she seitled on the University of North Carolina. For the Tar Heels, Crawley scored 1,138
points, grabbed 382 rebownds and blocked 123 shots, while starting 101 career games, Her crowning
achievernent, bowever. came as a sentor when she was named team captain and helped lead UNC to s
33-2 record and the NCAA National Championship. Crawley averaged 13,6 points and 5.2 rebounds
per game that season. Crawley was named ACC Defensive Player of the Year thres times. She was
an allernate for the U.S. Olvmpic Team in $996 and played on she national team for the 1999 U S,
Pan-Am Games and in the World University Games. North Caoling retired Crawley's number {(00)
and it's just one of 11 Jerseys to hang From the rafiers in Carmichael Arena,

Crawley's hoop carcer continued professionally, She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries.
She played in the now defunct ABL for five vears and then after playing in Europe, she played three
seasons it the WNBA. During her time with the Portland Power in the ABL, Crawley won a slam
dunk contest with a blind-folded dunk. After he playing career, Crawley got into coaching. She served
as an assistant at UNC and Fordham before being fired as the head coach a1 Ohlo University. She
hield that post for two seasons and then accepted the Boston College job. resigning in March of 2012
citing health reasons.

Bethany Piceolini (athlete - 2000s)

Bethany Piceolini (8t. Clairsville High School, Class of 2001). It didn' matter
the sport, this Lady Red Devils’ product shined. A mainstay in basketball and a
state champion in track and feld. it was in volleyball wher Piccolini really left
her mark on the Lady Red Devils” athletic program.

Piccolini was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Red Devils. eaning the
team’s Most Valuable Player bonor both as a jucior and senior. Leading the
Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Piccolini was named first-team
all-Ohio as a senior. On fop of the honor, Piceolini was named the District 12
Player of the Year and was a first team all-OVAC selection. She also captained
the inaugural all-Times Leader ieam as a senior. As a junior, Piccolini earned
first-seam Thstrict 12, all-OVAC first team and honorable mention all-Ohio.

Her prowess in volleyball camed her a scholarship to Fastern Michigan University where she was
a four-year letterwinner. She ranks 33th in EMU career rankings in both kills and attempts and is
eighth in block assists. Her hitting percentage of 778 ranks third and she once had 16 blocks ina
match, whick is tied for 11th,

In track, Piccoling utilized her jurping ability as a high and long jomper. She won the Division Il
state title in both events, She was a long jurnp champion gs a junior and finished second that season
in the high jump. Piccolini’s all-time best higg jump of 3 £.9 18 still the Division I, Region 7 record
as well as the best-ever in the Qlio Valley. As a senior, Piccolini brought home the state gold in the
high jump. clearing 5 ft. 7. Her mark of 18 fi. 172 in.. which ranks third all-time in the Ohio Valley,
was good enough for Lhind place. She also qualified o the state meet in the 200 once and ran on
sprint relays for the Lady Red Devils that also gualified for the state meet. Piccolini was also a five-
time OVAC champion, She was chosen to take part in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions,
placing second in the long jump, fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400,

On the basketball court, Ficcolini scored more than 1,000 peints in her career and eamed first-team
all-Ohio as a senior when she scored 18 points a game, She was first-team all-OVAC as a senior and
she was also chesen for the OVAC All-Star Game. She was twice named eam MVP,

While at EMU, Piccolini joined the Eagles’ track team and finished fifth in the Mid-American
Conference Cutdoor Championship Meet in the high jump. Piccolinl graduated from Eastern
Michigan in 2006 with a degree in Sports Medicing-Exergise Science. She then camed o doctorate
of Physical Therapy from Wheeling Jesuit University in 2008.
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Jedidiah Stephen (Athicte - 2000s)

Jedidiah Stephen {Shenandoah High School, Class of 2002). There isn't a
sport you can name that this former Zep didn’t shine in during his high school
career. While earning a-Ohio in football and basketball, it was on the basebali
diamond where Stephen experienced his preatest suceess,

A four-year starter for the Zeps, Stephen was one of the finest hitters the Ohio
Valley has ever seen. He led the Zeps in bitting as a senjor at 541, which stil)
stands as the school's all-time best, For his career, Stephen batted 475 He also
had stgnificant pop in his bat as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit as a senior,
which ranked second in Ohio that season,

Stephen made an impact carly in his baseball career, leading the Zeps in home
runs (6} and average (474) as o freshmean. He was pamed to the all-Eastern District team three times
and earned first-leam all-Ohio as a senior. Along with that, he was named all-OVAC and all-PYC
numerous times during his career. As a senior, he was named OVAC Class AAA Player of the Year and
was chosen for the Mizuno All-Star Team. He was a four-time recipient of the “Golden Bat Award "

Stephen signed a baseball scholarship with The Ohio State University and made an instant
impact. A fouryear lerterman. he started 195 gaimes at thind base and shortstop ard barted 286 for
his career. He had £33 hits, 18 home runs, 95 RBIL scored 83 runs and drew 48 walks, A multiple-
time all-Acadernic Big Ten selection, he was named second team gll-conference as a senior, He
had a brief stint as 2 professional. He was drafted in the eighth round of the Major League Bascball
Draft by the Baltimore Orioles.

Before settting suictly on baseball, Stephen was a four-year lettermaan in football. An outstanding
punter and defensive back, Stephen had a beilliant senior season st quarterback, caming first-team
all-Ohio, gll-OVAC, 2ll-PYC ard an invitation to both the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games.
He finished his prep carcer with 4,110 yards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for 1992 yards
and 32 touchdowns, On the defensive side. he picked off 19 passes.

On the basketball court, Stephen helped pride the Zeps to a 50-17 record during his career. He
filled 3t up for 23 points a game as a senior and finished his caseer with 1,278 poiiis. He scored 549
of those during his final campaign. including a single-pare high of 55, Stephen was a first-tzam
ail-Dhioan 23 a senior anid eamed Ohio Division HI State Player of the Year honrors 10 go along
with Eastern District Player of the Year, 2ll-OVAC and all-PVC. He was also the Eastern Distrier
nomines for “Mr. Basketbali” and 1ok part in both the Norh-South and OVAC Al-Star Games.
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Bill Brubaker (ovac Family)

Hill Brubaker (Mechanicsburg, Pa, High School, Class of 1974). Not
only has Brishaker cnjaiycd an ultra-successful 34-year stint as head swim-
ming coach at The Linsly School, he’s been a driving force behind the con-
tinued growth of the sport throughout 1he Ghio Valley Athletic Conference.

He has spent his entire high school coaching career at Linsly and has
continued the schooi’s amazing OVAC dominance in the pool. Brubaker’s
fist of conference titles inclides: combined sitles (1981, '82, 83 and '84);
boys titles (1985, 86, '87, ‘88, *89, *90, '91, '62, 09, 2003, *4, ‘5, *09,
"8, °11, '12, 7 13); and pirls tigles (1990, '91, 793, '94, 2009, '11, "12, 13).

He has coached four All-American swimmers ~ Bert Hazient, Jenny
Locw, Theron Pappas and Kevin Rosepappa ~ and has eoached a 1ol of 31 Academie All-
Americuns. Brubaker serves as the meet director of the OVAC Swimming Championships and
the event was renamed the Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships in 2013,

For “Bru”, swimming is a 365-day a year sport, everything from regular season high school
meels (o sumsmer meets to AAU competitions.

As an athlete, Bruboker was o four-year letierman in swimiming at Mechanicsburg High and
a four-year letterman at West Virginia University, He served as team captain and won the John
Law Awand as the outstanding senior swimmer. After obtaining his Dachelor of Science degree in
Education and Teaching from West Vieginia University, be spent a vear as an assistant coach with
the Mountaineers’ swim team and served one year as meet director of the Eastemn Intercollegiate
Swimming Championships. A teacher at Linsly since 1980, he serves as chair of the Social
Swidies Department.
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Jim Potts (Conches)

Jim Pots (Buckhannon-Upshar High School, Class of 1964), Potts began
teaching at Cameron in 1971 and he started the junior high wresiling program
there that year. He spent 31 years as head wrestling eoach of the Dragons
(1974-2003) and later returned as an assistant varsity coach for several years,
Pots compiled an impressive 363-94-4 dual meet record, winning 87 tourmna-
ment championships and finishing as runner-up on 36 occasions. In OVAC
competition, Potts-led mat sqeads amassed 15 OVAC Class A tournament
championships {1984, °91, '92, '93, '93,, '95, 86, "97, "98, "99, 2000, '01,

James Companion (OVAC Contributor)

James F, Companion, Jr, (The Linsly School, Class of 199G), He
established Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC along with Bill {hlenfeid
in 2604 (he has been the sole owner since 2011) to help high school
leagues raise money to enbance the overall experience for high school
stundeni-athletes by developing revenue streams while fostering aware-
ness of 1he athletic events, conferences and fustitutions,

Schotastic S";mns Marketing, LLC began its association with the
OVAC in the 2005-06 school year, oversesing marketing and promo-
tions for the conference. Companion has secured Tocal, regional and
national sponsorships (among them the {ikes of McDorald’s, Huntington Bank and Subway
Restaurants) and not only acquires the sponsors, but makes sure that the bills are paid.
Thanks to SSM, more than $750,000 has been generated 1o help make the Conference run,
including more than $218,000 refurn io the schools through the basketbali playoffs over the
past seven year and more than $42 000 to provide cestified trainers ot every Conference-
run event. 55M has also served as the marketing arm for the West Virginia “Super Six"”
State Football Championships since 2008 and, along with WTOV-TV9, directs the *OVAC
Kickoff Night” each year. Prior to forming Scholastic Sports Markeling, LLC, Companion
performed marketing and promotion duties at both Davidson College and the University
of South Carolina; served a3 an associate commissioner of the Big Seuth Conference; and
served on national Associntion of Collegiate Marketing Administrators (NACMA) Bozid.

Bob Roe (Coaches)

Bab Roe (Warwood High School, Class of 1923). He did it all in the
athletic reatm: a talented athlete; 8 must-sport coach who succeeded at both

*02, "03 and 05}, finishing as the ovemll second or third place finisher ag
welk. His teamns also won 13 OVAC Dual Meet championships. Potts was
named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year a todal of 15 thnes. His 1996 1eam won the first Bob
Sandier Sportsmanship Award.

In state competition, Cameror won folr consecutive W.Va. Class AA/A championships (§991-
94) and finished as 1he munner-up three times. He was named West Virginia Class AA/A Coach
of the Year five times (1989, 91, '92,°93 and "94).

He received the OVAC’s prestigious “Mr. Mat” awarl in 2008 for his dedication and service to
the sport of wrestling and was inducied fxto the West Vieginka Chapter of the Natioral Wrestling
Hall of Fame in 2007,

He also served as head football coach at Cameron for FE years, posting & 55-55 overall recornd
incloding one appearance in the W, Va. Class A state semifinals. He coached W, Va. 10 2 22-14
win over Obiia i the OVAC All-Star Football Classic in 1989. Potts also spent time as the head
track and baseball coach.

As an athlete, Polts competed in three sports (wrestling, football and basebali} at Buckhannon-
Upshur where he was n member of the scggol's 1963 state championship football team and then
played both: football and baseball {a first team all-conference selection) at Glenville State College,
earming his degree there in 1967,

the high school and college Tevel; and even an official.

At the time he retired from high school coaching in 1965 1o take the
West Libenty State College job, Roe was the winningest foothall coach in
OVAC history with a 182-122-31 record. He coached at Warwood High for
10 years (1931-40) and then at Wheeling High for 24 seasons (1941-64).

He was the winning co-coach (with Irwin Howell) of the first West
Virginia-Ohic All-Star Football Game in 1940, beating Ohio 13-7. He later
served as the All-S8tar Game Director from 1946-62,

He also led the Wheeling boys” track squad to three straight OVAC titles {1944-46) and a
rare one-class W, Va. state championship in 1946 (his teams were ninner-up in 1943 and '44).

At West Liberty, he coached the Hillioppers for nine seasons including an unbeaten season in
1970 and into the NAJA playoffs in 1970 and 7§ as West Virginia Conference champions. His
WI. coaching record was 50-24-7, He was twice named WVC Coach of the Year.

Roe was also a basketball official for 20 years, serving three ferms as president of the Ohio
Valiey Boanl of Approved Basketball Officials.

As an athlete, he was ateam captain of the Warwood High [oothall team and a foor-year varsity
performer at Bethany College.

Roe, who passed away in 1984, is a member of five other hails of fame — West Virginia State
Spons, City of Wheeling, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, West Liberty University and Bethany
College. He was also the recipient of the OVAC Track Cai Giffiz Awasrd,

Paul Rickards (Athlete - 1940s)

Paul Rickards (Wheeling High School, Class of 1944). He was a three-
sport star who was labeted by Hall of Fame coach Bob Roe as the best

Jack Prettyman (oficials)

Jack Prettyman (Moundsville High School, Class of 1958), One of the
best-known officials in the Olio Valley, he retired in 2007 afier working
43rfyenrs as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Football
Cfficials, spending 1wo years als_dpresidem. two years a vice-president and
10 years on the Executive Board; and 20 years as 8 member of the Ohic
Valtey Board of Approved Basketball Officials, serving as president and
vice-president.

He worked WVSSAC playoff pames for 30 years, including the finals
eight times, as welf as the West Virginia North-South All-Star Game; and
spent 20 years working OHSAA playoff games plus the Ohic North-South
All-Star Game.

Prettyman officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic five times
and was the Honorary Referce at the game in 2008.

He officiated West Virginia Conference games for 30 years in basketbalt and 27 in fomball,
including 20 years at the finals in basketball and eight years of playoffs in football; and he
also worked pames in the Eastern B and Atlantic 10 conferences for 23 years, including 10
years of playolf action,

Prettyman officiated thee years in the professional Indeor Foothall League, working the
champronship game in 2002,

A resident of Glen Dale, he received the Robert Dawson OVAC Basketball Officials Award
in 2002; a Special Achievement Award from the Dapper Dian Club of the Upper Ohio Valley
in 2008 and several service awards from various officiating organizations.

football players he ever coached. The 6-foot-1, 190-pounder played center
as A sophomore before becoming & ninning-passing quarterback-taithack-
linebacker-punter for the Wildcats, He was the only twe-time first team,
one-class ali-stater in 1942 and 1943 and was voted the top state passer
for two years. As a senior, he completed 60 passes - a Tare total at the
time - for nine TDs and rushed for 10 scores. He also was the team’s 1op
tackler, kick returner and punter. He eamed nickname of *Pitching Paul”
because of passing in era or mostly niming.

in Basketball, he was a three-year regular and helped the Wildeats wia the state one-class
title as a junior when Wheeling capped 26-1 record by winning is final 21 games. He was
fizst team AI-OVAC on the first-aver sefections and first team one-class all-state as a senior
and second team as a junior

1n track, he won a rare “double” in the one-class state meet, capturing the long jump and
shot put for the state runner-up team. He also helped Wheeling win the first of three straight
one-class OVAC crowns.

Recruited for football by Pitt, he was a four-year letterman who led the NCAA in passing
yards as a freshman with a school-record BS7 vards.

He also played one year in the NFL with the Los Angeles Rams. He passed away in 1999,

Mike Ingram (Athlete - 19505)

Mike Ingram (Bellaire High School, Class of 1957), Nicknamed “The
Tank™ because of his physical play as a 5-foot-9, 220-pound fullback.
tinebacker, he was a three-sport Big Reds’ stzlwant in football, basketball
and track. He led Bellaire to football records of 7-3, 9-0-1, 7-3 and 5-5.

He was a two-time Al-Eastern Ghio choice who was AH-OVAC Class
AA first feam, All-Valley second team, and AP AH-Ohio second team as
a jusior.

Recruited by Ohio Statz coach Woody Hayes, he was converted to an
offensive guard-linebacker and became a three-year Buckeye starter and
961 team co-captain for the 8-0-1 recard Big Ten Conference champions
which were ranked No. 2 in both wire service poils. The 8-2 record 1960 team was ranked
No. 8,

He earned first team All-Big Ten as a senior and played in the East-West Shrine game and
Hula Bowl game. He was drafted by the NFL Washington Redsking and AFL Boston Patriots,
but didn’t play pro bail. He passed away in 1981,
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Jim Kerr (Athlete - 19505)

Jim Kerr {5t. Clairsvitle High School, Class of 1957) After playing
quarterhack as a junior, the first-year 6-foot, 180-pound running back
led the Red Devils to a 7-0-2 record while leading the Ohio Valley in
scoring with a school-record 150 points in aine games. He rushed for
;!298 l)}tards (8.3 yards per carvy) and landed six pass receptions for

1 yaris.

As a defensive back, he had seven pass interceptions and the speed-
ster also returned kicks (7 kickoffs for 323 yards and [ive punts for
133 yards). He earned All-Ohio, All-Valley, AL-OVAC and All-Eastern
Ohio foothall honors and he also competed in track,

The multi-threat back eamed n scholarship to Penn State where he was a three-year regu-
tar running back-defensive back and kick returner on teams with records of 7-3, 9-2 and
6-3-1. As a senjor. he was the Nittany Lions' iop rusher, pass receiver, kickoff returner and
seorer, He scored three touchdowns against Army. In his last two seasons, Penn State won
the first two Liberty Bowls over Alabama and Oregon.

He was drafied by the Washington Redskins and was a regular safety in his only two
seasons. As a rookie, he led the Redskins in pass interceptions (7) and kickolf returns (14
for 385 yards) before being slowed by a feg injury. He is deceased.

Alan Jack (amtete - 19605)

Alan Jack (Wintersville High School, Class of £966}. He was a three-
year starter as a 6-foot, 205-pound fullback-linebacker on teams coached
by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob Kettlewell that weat 9-1,8-1-1 and 9-3 with
only one loss to Ohio Valley foes. The last two teams also won Big Eight
League titles. He was a hlackmg fuliback but, as & senior, fie also Tushed
115 times for 583 yards and scored 60 points.

His senior honors included AIlLOVAC Class AAA, All-Valiey Big
School, All-Eastern Ohio and All-Big Eight.

He eamed a scholarship to Ohio State and, afier playing on the fresh-
man team, he became a three-year starter as a b-foot, 220-pound offen-
sive guard on seams with records of 6-3, 10-0 2nd 8-1, The unbeaten 1968 Big Ten Conference
champion team defeated an OJ. Simpson-led Southern California 1eam. 27-16 in the Rose
Bow! end was crowned National Champian with a No.1 manking in both national polls,

Yack was selecied co-captain of the Buckeyes’ 8-1 record 196% tearn which was co-Big Ten
Conference champion.

He also played in the 1970 Hula Bowl game.

Rick Coles (atlstete - 19705)

James ‘Junior’ Moore (Athlete - 1960s)

Janes “Junior” Moore (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969), He
was a three-spost Wildeat all-star in football, basketball and baseball
who earned a fooiball scholarship 1o Wake Forest.

Ia football, the 5-foor-10, 170-pound sunning back-defensive back-
kick returner was the QV’s top Class AAA rusher with 1,142 yards on
189 carries with nine TDs plus 14 pass receptions for 181 yards and
a score. He was first team All-Valley. AILOVAC, All-Mountaineer
League and All-City Offense and Defense while earning second team
Class AAA All-State while placing sixth in voting for the Kennedy
Award. He was second team AlE-Valley as a junior.

A two-year baskesball fetterman on top Wildcay teams, the left-handed point guard led the
1969 team in scoring (20 ppe}, steals and assists as Wildeats went 19-1 in repular season
to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked No. 2 in the Final state regular season
poll. He eamed first team Class AAA All-State, AH-OVAC, All-Valley, All-City and All-
Mountaineer League. As a Junior, he was sixilh man or 2 Wildcat teamn which advarced to
the state Class AAA semifinals.

In baseball, he earned three letters as a first baseman-pitcher and staried on the state one-
class championship team as a junior. He earned second team one-class All-State twice and,
as A senior, was first team All-Valley while leading the Wildcats in hitting ( 446).

At Wake Forest, he led the freshman tean in rushing before earning three varsity letters
ond helping the Deacons, as a sephomore, win their firsi-ever Atlantic Coast Conference
title. He was a renning back, wide receiver, defensive back and kickoff-punt retuwmer. He
averaged over 20 yards per kickoff refirns for his career and had an 89-vard TDD return vs.
Virginia Tech as a junior.

Rick Coles {Wheeling High, Class of 197#). He was a star for the Wild-
cats in both footbali and baskelball, earning a scholarship to West Virginia
University in the latter.

The &-3, 176-pound guard enjoyed a record-setting hoop career. He aver-
aged 33.7 in the regular season as a senior, leading the Wildeas wo a 2§-3
record and OVAC championship honors. That squad alse went on to win
sectional and regional ililes en route to o state tourney berth,

He tied the school's single-game scoring record, held by legendary Ev-
ergif Brinkman, with 54 points in n 147-88 conguest of Oak Glen. He also
averaged an amazing 22 rebounds per game in his final campaign.

For his career, Coles netted 1,389 points, just 22 shy of Wheeling High's school standard.

He was a two-time all-Valley “Big School”, all-OVAC and ail-W.Va. first ieam honoree,
Coles was selected as state player of the year by the Morgantown Touchdowa Club following
his senior campaiga,

Coles also starred on the gridiron, leitering three years while performing at quarterback,
wide receiver and defensive back. As a senior, e ranked seconi in OVAC Class AAA pass-
ing vards with more than 1,100 yards.

Coles also used his versatility and athieticism on the Wildcats' track fcam, competing in
relays and as a high jumper.

At WVU, Coles was the second-leading scorer as the Mountaineers” freshman squad vin his
J4-point average. He earned a lejter as a sophomore, playing in 22 games. As fate would have
it, however, Coles suffered a broken leg in the pre-season of his junior year which limited his
play over the next two years.

Basketball coaching icon Sam Andy called Coles one of the two best players he ever
coached, tlte other being Hali of Famer Anthony Reed.

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - 1970s)

Gardon “Charley” Gordon (John Marshall High School, Class of
1977). He was nothing short of outstanding for the Monarchs in three
sports — track, wresthing and football,

As a weightman in track for the powerful IM thinelads, Gordon estab-
lished the all-time Ghio Valley discus mark on the streagth of his 166-9
toss as a senior, a season in which he won the OVAC Class 3-A and West
Virginia state discus champi{mships. He was second in the state shot put
event with a heave of 52-4. As a Junior, he was OVAC and state discus
runner-up to OVAC Hall of Famer John Leon of Brooke.

He grappled for OVAC Hall of Fame Coach Bill Hinegardner and scrzpted a senior season
to remember, Gordon went undefeated, leading the Monarchs to the overall OVAC crown.
He west on to cap his mat career with the W, Va. Class AAA heavyweight title,

Gordon was also a standout on the Tootball field, starting three vears as an offensive line-
man and linehacker. He received all-Mountaineer League and all-OVAC laurels as senior,
alithoagh the Monarchs won just one game.

The 6-2, 255-pounder received an offer to walk on 1o the WVU football program. The
move paid off as Gordon earned a full scholarship while starting two seasons on the effen-
sive line and letiering three fimes.

His senior season of 1980 marked the inaugural campaign for Coach Don Nehlen and new
Mountaineer Field, He was elected a5 a co-captain that season.

Stan Boroski (Athtete - 1980s)

Stun Boroski (Buckeye South High School, Class of 1981). He may be
best known for his baseball career. but Boroski was a tremendous three-
sport standout nf Buckeye South, He earned all-Ohio honors in foothall,
basketball and basebali for the Rebels,

Boreski quanterbacked South into the football post-season as a senior,
becoming the first Ohio Valley school to play in the OHSAA prid play-
offs, He, unfortunately, missed that game due to an injury incurred in the
Buckeye North: contest.

As a junior, he was a hard-running taiiback, He rushed for more than
1,200 yards and 15 TDs that season. He also booted four field goals,
amassing 116 total points.

In hoops, Borosk: finished as Buckeye South’s fifth all-iime leading scorer,

As a senior, the Rebels got off 1o a -4 start while Boroski still nuesed his football injury.
Upon his return, South reeled off 16 straight wins. He averaged 16 points o game in his senior
season, afier posting an | 8-point average as o junior. The 6-2 forward was a three-year letter-
ma for legendary coach Henry Laszasz.

In baseball, Boroski starred on the mound and af the plate for Souh,

He batied 400 as a sentor and nearly the same as a junior. He tossed a no-hitter as & senior.
Boroski led the Rebels to a pair of OVAC championships and fwo districts berths.

The talented right-hander also was a standout in Legion baseball, performing for Maynard.
In his final season for Post 666. be batted .327 while going 6-2 on the hill,

Mike Smith (athlete - 19805)

Mike Swmith (Buckeye Trail High Schoof, Class of 1983). He enjoyed
both personal and seam success as the first four-year basketball letterman
for the Warriors.

Individuaily, Smith firiched a stellar hoops career with 2,188 poinis,
which ranks 23rd ali-time in the OHSAA record book.

He scored 25 points in his first varsity game as a freshman, finishing
with 254 points that season. He then displayed remarkoble consistency,
scoring 625 as a sophomore; 643 as a junior and 666 as a senior for a
four-year average of 22.8 points per game.

Smith was seiected 1o the all-Ohio Class A first team three timies,
inciuding being named the “Player of the Year™ in 1983, He was also a three-time first team
ail-Eastern Disteicr and all-District 12 selection, named “Flayer of the Year” on both tcams
as a senios; and was a first team all-OVAC Class 2-A honoree. He played in the OVAC All-
Star Basketball Classic and the Obio Nerth-South All-Star Game following his senior sea-
son, In addition (o ranking as Trail's all-time leading scorer, he is also the leading rebounder
with 643 and is third all-time in free throw percentage at 83.9 percent,

During Smith's career, Trail posted a sparkling record of 88-8 under the guidance of Coach
Terry Leggen. The Smith-led Warriors won three sectional titles, three district crowns and
one regional championship, making a state tournament appearance in 1983 with Smith scor-
ing 33 poiats in that game, Trail nlso captured twe OVAC crowns.

Smilg continted 1 showease his basketball talents ag Rie Grande College. gradusting in
1987 with a degree in business. A four-year letterman, he ranks ninth all-time on the Rio
Grande scoring list with 1,741 paints,

He was indacted into the Disirict 12 Baskethatl Coaches Hall of Fame in 2810,

‘The Rayland native, who attended Ohio University eaming a biology degree, played two
seasons in the Milwaukee Brewers’ organization, He ended his professional playing days as a
piicher in the Kagssas City Rovals organization. His minor league career spawned a long and
successful coaching career in professional baseball. Boroski spent 18 years corching with the
Houston Astros organization before being named bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on
Dec. £7, 2008, He stifl holds that post today, overseeing one of the premier staffs in Major
League Baseball,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group
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Chad Brinker (Atete - 19905

Chad Brinker (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1998), This
Purple Rider legend shined in three sports during his four-vear prep
career, but it was in football where he really left a lasting mark,

After Jettering as a freshiman, Brinker got his chance to be the Purple
Riders' main tailback midway through his sophomore season and
clearly made the most of his opporunity, Brinker finished his prep
career with 3,984 yasils, which ranks second all-time at Ferry, and 51
touchdowns. The majority of ks career yards came as a senior when
hie tacked up 2024 vards. After both his junior and senior seasans,
Brinker was named firssteam all-Eastern District and first-team all-Qhio. As a senior, be
was the district’s offensive player of the year and glso the district’s nomince for Ohio's
coveted Mr. Foothall Award. He was olso named a USA Today All-American. Along with
his state honors, Brinker was twice named first-team all-OVAL and all-Valley, serving ns a
co-captain both in 1996 and 1997, Brinker took part in the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Ciassic, but after rushing for 160 yards in the first half, he was injured and
dido’t play in the second half,

His success wasn't limited to the high school ranks. Brinker signed with Ohio University
and earned four letters for the Bobeats. He was twice named ali-MAC and was chosen to
play in the 2002 Hula Bowl All-Star Game in Hawaii. Brinker finished his career with the
Baobeats with 2,826 vards and 27 rushing touchdowns, which rank fifth aad fourth oo the
Q.U career listing, respectively. OFf his yards, he ran for 1,099 as a senior, He put forth 10,
100-yard rushing games during his career. Drinker put forth those numbers despite missing
four games as a Junior because of an injury. Though he went undrafted, Brinker signed with
the New York Jets in 2003 and played in the preseason before being released on the final cut.
He scored two touchdowns that pre-season. He played in NFL Europe in 2004,

Along with his football exploits, Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and field. He finished
seventh in the Division 11 100-meter dash as a senior, running 11,27, He also leitered in
basketbalt and baseball. He earned alf-OVAC in hoops.

Since graduating from Obio University with a degree in cxercise science, Brinker served as
a radio color analyst for Bobeats” football games, served as an nssistant coach at Wesrerville
Central and since 2010 has worked in the player personnet department with the Green Bay
Packers. He received a Super Bowl ring afier the Backers defeated the Steelers in 2010,

Eddie Drummond Athiete - 1990s)

Eddie Drummond (The Linsly School, Class of 1998). Speed wus
the name of the game for this former Cadet, Nittany Lien and NFL Pro
- Bowler. Drummond was one of the fastest athietes to ever participate in
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference.

While he excelled in track and field, it was in football where
Drummond truly left his mark with the Cadets, leading them to a 29-11
mark during kis four years in the Orange & Black, Drymmond ran for
3918 yards and 55 touchdowns during his career. He finished with 70
TDs total and scored 424 points. He alse closed his carcer with 5,729
ali-purpese vards in 40 games, During his junior season, in which Linsly
finished 10-0, Drummond ran for 1,383 yards, which was his career high. The 168 points
he seored that season ranked fifth in the state of West Virginia Drsmmond was named Ohio
Valley Player of the Year following that season. He was three times named ali-0OVAC and
twice named to the fiest-team all-state unit in West Virginia. As a junior, he was named as
a defensive back and as a running back as a senjor, He was the rusner-up for the Kennedy
Award, which goes to the Mountain State’s 1op prep player. He was also named first-team
all-Valley three times,

Dinsmmond chose to play for Joe Paterno and Penn State over offers from the likes of Notre
Dame, Michigan and Florida State. He was a wide receiver, primarily for the Ninany Lions.
He made 71 receptions for 1,132 yards and five touchdowns. He also ran for 272 vards and
& SCOre.

Adfter not being sefected in the draft, Drummond signed with the Detroit Lions and made the
team 2s 3 kick returner. He avernged 26 yards a kickoff resum, ranked third in the NFC and
fifih in the NFL. He had a punt return for a touchdown. He was selected 1o the Pro Bowl and
named alt-Pro in 2004. Alf told, he played five seasons in the NFL (four with Detroit and one
with Kansas City). He spent the 2008 season on the Steelers’ practice squad.

Other than footbalt at Linsly, Dnunmond was one of the top track sprinters in the Ohio
Valley. He lost only ene race to an Ohio Valley athlete and that was as a freshman. He had a
PR of 10.37 in the 100, which he ran during a surmmer meet afier his senior season. Heran 21,7
it the 200 and 48.9 in the 400. He was a four-time all-Valley selection.

Dan Stephens (Athlete - 20005)

DPavid Bertolino (autete - 20005

David Bertoline (Buckeve Local High Schoel, Class of 2003). This
Panther product was a one-sport athlete, but was one of the best wres-
tlers to ever grace the mals in the Ohio Valley.

Beriolino was a four-year regular 2t Buckeye, but really blessomed
as a junior and senior. He wor the individual championship at the
OVAU Tournamens in both seasons.

He was a state gualifier as a junior and came back a5 a man or &
tission the following season. During his senior season, Beriolino put
forth an eznblemished 43-0 record and won the 160-pound Division I
state championship in the process.

fenolino finished his prep career with a strong 154-22 record and was named the 2003
Eastern Diistrict Wrestler of the Year. Bertolino didn’t hang up the prep singlet immedi-
ately after receiving his OHSAA gold medal, He went to the National High School Senior
Coaches Association Championship Tournament and placed third, earning afl-American
honors at 160 pounds.

Prior to his senior season, Bertolino was the gold medalist at the National Open Wrestling
Championship and then won the pold at the AAT Junior Olympics.

He wrestled for four years at lowa State University, three of those seasons were spent
under Bridgeport High graduate and OVAC Halt of Famer Bobby Douoglas.

During his senior season, Bertolino carned NCAA All-American by virtue of finishing in
the top eight at 197 pounds in his only trip 1o the national tournament.

All 1old, Bertolino Ginished his collegiate career with a 68-41 record.

Following his collegiate career, Bertolino attempted to qualify to the United States
Olympic Team for the 2012 games in London. He speni more than a year at the United
States Olympic Training Center in Colorade training.

Dan Stephens (The Linsly School, Class of 2000). It dida't tatter the
season, field or sport, this Cadets’ product played and played well,

The only Linsty athlete to stan for four years in foorball, baskethall
and baseball, Stephens shined exceptionally bright on the football and
basebal fields.

Stephens was a four-year letterman for Terry Depew's foothall team,
amassing a school record 292 tackles, playing primarily nlong the defen-
sive line. He had a sendor season in which he registered 76 tackles and
five sacks. On the offensive side of the ball, Stephens ran for 832 yards
and 12 touchdowns, He was a first-teant all-state selection in Class A and was a multiple-time
all-OVAC and all-Vailey honoree on the gridiron,

On the baseball field, Jong-time Linsly head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens the “finest
hitter” he'd ever coached. Stephens led the Okio Valley in hitting as a senior at 537 and con-
nected on eight home run and drove in a school-tecord 45 runs. He struek out just four fimes
that season. Stephens still holds the Linsly career record for home runs and RBI, His efforts
were recognized by his selection to the al-OVAC eam muliiple times and the stl-Vallsy 1eam
multiple times.

On the basketball court, Stephens played on the interior. He still holds the Linsly record for
rebounds and charges taken in his career. He was recognized on the all-Valley team for hoops.

Stephens took part in the OVAC All-Star games for all three sports and was the winner of

w the Zimmesman Award which goes 1o Linsly's best male athlete.

After recelving more than 29 collegiate scholarship offers combined between football and
baseball, Stephens elected to attend the University of Pinsburgh 1o play football. For the
Panthers, Stephens was o four-vear lettenman and started 41 games along the defensive line.
The Panthers took part in five siraight bow! games during his time in the Steel Clty, including
the Fiesta Bowl. Stephens received the Fiesta Bow] Art Bodine MVP Award.

Al told, Stephens was an a-Big East player and twice named ar Academic All-Amerigan.
He was listed on the All Big East Academic Feam four times. Stephens also received the Pavid
Sandberg Award, which goes to the Fitt athlete with the best overall academic and atbletic
achievernents. He received the Demale Stanley Award, which goes 1o a Pin football player

Karrie Hutchins (Amlet: - 20005

Karrie Husching (Wheeling Pack High School, Class of 2001). This
former Patriot hel‘iled officially Kut Wheeling Park soccer on the map
lozally and around the state of West Virginia during her splendid prep
career.

Hutchins was a defensive standout and unquestioned Jeader of the
Lady Patriots, which resulted in her twice being named the West Virginia
Gatorade Player of the Year (2000 and 2001},

With Hutchins playing a key role, the Patriots claimed three straight
West Virginia Class AAA state titles and four sirmight big-school OVAC
Crowns.

Along with those honors, she was a three-time first-team all-state selection and four-time
2l)-OVAC pick. She was named OVAC Player of the Year as a junior and senjor.

Huichins was inducted to the Wheeling Park High School Hall of Fame in 2007,

After her prep career, Hutching played at West Virginia University where she became the
first Mountain State native to start for the Mountainesrs” women's program.

Hutchins started 45 of 49 career matches as a defensive player and during her career, the
Mountaineers posted 30 shutouts.

During the 2003 season, with Hutchins playing a key role, the Mountaingers advanced
1o the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament. The season prior, WVL was the Big East Mid-
Atlantic champion,

She was named a team captain for the 2003 season, but her career came i an end due to
injury in the second match of that season.

Hutchins was also a standowt in the classroom at Park and WV, She was presented the
Red Brown Cup in 2006, which goes to WVU's most outstanding all-around sindent-nthiete
in terms of athletic, academic and civie achievement. She also eamed CoSIDA Academic
All-District team in 2005 as well as the WVU Foundation Quistanding Seaior and was a
four-time Big East academic all-star.

Hutchins graduated with a degree in husiness administration and completed a Master of
Professional Accountancy at WVUL

who has overcome the most adversity. Finally, Stephens received the Blue/Gold Award, Al
of the winners have their names on the *Varsity Walk' on campus. 10s the Pist version of the
Halt of Fame.

2()?Jtsephens was signed by the Buffalo Bifls and was in carly camp with the organization in

OVAC Hall of Fame
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Linda Myers (0vAC Family)

Linda Myers (Warwood High School, Class of 1967). IL's been 335 yvears
since she joined the “family”, but there’s been plenty of behind the scenes
contributions made to the OVAC by this tireless, friendly face of the con-
ference,

Myers has been the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game
Program Coordinator since 1994, organizing, billing and coliecting ads and
assisting in production of the massive program which generates thousands
of dollars cach year.

She served as lialson between the OVAC and what was then the Stone
& Titernas Queen of Queens Pageant starting in 1987, taking over as the
event coordinator in 1994 and cesntinuing in that sole for the conference unsil 2086, During that
time. she revamped the event to include the awarding of thousands of doilars in scholarships to
the participants.

Myers also has worked with the OVAC Reon Mauck Wrestling Tournament in various capaci-
ties since 19B0; assisted with the OVAC Banguet of Champions for the past 20 years and the
OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet for 12 years; and has served on the OVAC Museum Comnzittee
since its inception in 2009,

Myers has also assisied with the VIP hospitality for the West Virginia “Seper 5ix” Football
Championships in Wheeling for the past 21 years.

Myers' list of awards inchudes being honored on the cavered of the OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-
Star Fooiball Game program in 2009, receiving the James “Deadeye™ Morris Award for support
of OVAC wrestling In 2002: and the Howard V. Cercoran Sr., Memorial Award

A resident of Wheeling who eamed o BS. degree from West Liberty State College in 1980 and

Denny Magruder (OvVAC Contributor)

Dennis “Denny” Moagrider {Wheeling Ceniral Catholic High
School, Class of 19673,

If there were a “best [riends” list for the OVAC, bis name would
certainly be near the top.

Magruder has cestainly opened his arms and given the nation’s
largest funcilonal high schoo!l athletic conference a place to call
“home”, primarily in his role as Executive Director of WesBanco
Arena in downtown Wheeling,

WesBanco Arena has been home to the OVAC Museum including
the Halt of Fame display since 2009, with Magruder generously allowing the conference
free reign of the outer concourse of the facility to showcase its rich history while also
serving oo the OVAC Museum Commitiee,

The arena is host to the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet. OVAC Bangquet of Champions,
OVAC Ren Mauck Weestling Championships, OVAC Cheering Championships and
OVAC Media Night, and at one time it hosted the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star
Basketbalt Classic,

In addition to its OVAC affiliation, WesBanco also serves as the home of the Wheeling
Nailers of the East Coast Hockey League and was the home of the Ohio Valley
Greyhounds of the Indoor Football League for several years. Countless high school and
college basketball games have also taken place there,

Magruder was the recipient of the first Distinguished Service Award presented by the
OVAC Hall of Fame Committee in 2010, and the award was named i his honor thus all
future recipients received the Denoy Magruder Distinguished Service Award.

He is a graduate of West Liberty State College with degree in accounting/business
administration and a member of the first graduating class (1988) of 1he Public Assembly
Facility Mazagement Scheol at Oglebay Resart and Coaference Center; has served as a
faculty member and/or as regent of the school ever since. In addition to his position al
WesBanco, which he has held since 1986, he also oversees the historic Capitol Music
Hali; serves an the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame Board and as Executive Director of the
Cireater Wheeling Spors and Entertainment Antherity, Magruder bas also served as ratg
analyst, budget director and Urban Renewsl Treasurer of the Ciry of Wheeling; Business
Manager/Comptroller of the Marshall County Schools and as Treasurer of the Executive
foard of the Wheeling Convention and Visitors Center.

He received the 2003 Spirit & Leadership Award and was selected to the City of
Wheeling Hall of Fame in 2011.

a Master's degree from West Virginia University in 1985, she was employed by the Ohio County
Schools far 29 years, teaching at Trindelphia Middle School and Warwood School until her retire-
ment in 2009,

George Kellas II oediay

George M. Kellas 1 {Triadelphia High School, Class of 1973). A some-
times controversial but always passionate broadcaster, Kellas simply loved
the Ohio Valley sports scene, especially high school athlerics, and could be
found front-and-center as area teams made their way along the football or
baskethall tournament traid for nearly 30 years.

After geiting his feet wet on the radio as fur back as 1977 and gradoat-
ing from West Libenty Siate College in 1980, Kelfas spent 12 vewrs at
WTRF-TV7 in Wheeling {1984-54) and then eight years at WTOV-TVS in
Steubenville, both as a sports anchor and commentator.

Later in his career, he co-founded radio station WKKX-AM 1600 and
hosted The George Kellas Radio Talk Show from the station's inception in 2004 untii he died of
cancer in 2009 at the age of 53,

Kellas was a staunch supporter of the Piushuigh professional sports teams. particularly the
Stpelers and the Pirates. In 1997, he began writing the Black and Gold Newsletter, 8 monthly
publication dedicated to coverage of the Steelers which was avaifable throughout the Ohio
Valley.

Among his passions was greyhound racing at Wheeling Downs (now Wheeling Island
Racetrack). In 1983, he won the Q.2 Smith Award for a story on My Tipper, the winner of the
1984 Commissioners Cup at Wheeling Downs, and a stakes race 21 the track was named in his
honor after his passing: The Georpe Kellas Memorial.

He was the founder, co-owner and getteral manager of the valley's flrst professional indoor football
team, the Steel Valley Smash, in 1999, The team later became the Obio Valley Greyhounds and captured
the National Indoar Foothall Eeague championship in 2002 and 2003,

Rod Johnson (Coach)

Kod Johnson (Gahanna Lincoln Iigh School, Class of 1965). He was a
pioneer locally in the sport of high schoo! volleyball, serving as a head coach
for a total of 21 years. including 14 vears where he built the Buckeye Trail High
program into a respected state power and then closing out his career with a
seven-year run where he injected life into a dormant Cambridge High program.
Tohnson's combined record was an impressive 400-109 combined recard, which
ranks 361l an the all-time Ohio High School Athletic Association's victory list.

David Ty’ Fleming (Coach)

David *“Ty"” Fleming (Shadyside High School, Class of 1963). An
innovative football coach who ranks among the winningest in OVAC
history, he finished 23 vears as a head coach with & 165-92 record.

He began his coaching career as a football and basketball assistant ai
Newton Falls in 1971-72, and returned to the Chio Valley as an assistant
a1 Bellaire from 1972-74. He then served as head boys’ basketbalt coach
st 5t. John Cestmi from 1974-79, coaching the Fighting Irish football
1eam for one season (1978) to a 7-3 record, From there, he moved on 1o
Woolridge High near Akron as the head boys” basketball coach for one
year before finally coming back to his alma mater.

During his first tour of duty at Shadyside (1980-91), he coached two OVAC champion-
ship squads {1982 and 1989) and two OHSAA playoff squads (1989 and 1951), with his "89
team eaching the state semifinal game before losing to eventual state runner-up McDonaid.

10 his second go-round (1999-2008), his teams went §9-24 and made eight more playoff
appearances, claiming two regional titles (2000 and 2006 and reaching the Division VI
State Championship Game where they lost to Maria Stein Mation Local (17-0). The Tigers
had five once-beaten seasons and won three more OVAC crowns (2002, 2003 and 2067).

All told, he coached Shadyside for 22 yenrs, compiling a carger record of 158-89 there which
rarks first in school history.

During his time in Tigertown, he 2lso coached wrack and girls’ basketball and served as the
school’s athletic director for 10 years. His 1982 wack squad captared an OVAC sitle and the
*83 seam was Class A District champions.

Fleming was n three-iime Ohio Valley “Coach of the Year” and the 2000 recipient of the
Carl Hamit! Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley, He was indugted
inte the Ohin Valtey Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame earlier in 2013,

A gtellzr sililete ae Shadyside whose brother Doa is also in the OVAC Hall of Fame, he
won 12 letters in four sports (football, baskethall, bazeball and track) in high school and
weni on to earn three [etters In baskeball st Kent Stete University, gmdusting there in 1969,

After retiring as o teacher/coach, he has worked as 2 color analyst for WTOVCTVY and
WHKKX Radio or high schaol foothall broadeasts.

Exxring his 14 years &s Tralls volleyball coach, the team amassed an incredible
294.47 record. winning at feast 22 games in each of the last 11 seasons. During
his tepure, the Lady Warriors won four OVAC titles, efght district crowns and
three regional championships. The 1985 squad advanced to the OHSAA Class AA state semifinals,
finishing with 2 26-2 overall record and then four years later. in 1989, Johnson and the Lady Warriors
reached the pinnacle by wining the Class AA state championship and posting a spotless 27-0 record,
Trail nearly went back-to-hack undey Johmson's guidance, finishing as the Division 11 state ranner-
up in 990 with n 27-3 mark.

At one point (1933-87), Johnson-coached Trail tearns put together the state’s fourth-longest regulay
season winning streak of 48 games.

e was named Ohio High Schoo! Volleyball Coaches Associaion Class AA “Coach of the Year”

in 1989 and he won the OVAC “Coach of the Year™ award in 1986. He was also inducted into the
Buckeve Trail/East Guernsey Athletic Hall of Fame in 1999 and is the OVAL’s {irst selection in the
Coaches category who ﬁilmed a girls’ sport,
Johnson stepped back into the coaching ranks in 2005, this time at Cambridge. Starting from
the grownd up, the Lady Bobeats went 6-18 his first year but that was the only losing season under
Johnsen. During his seven years, CHS posted a 106-62 mark. The best season came in 2009 when
the Lady *Cats were 22-4 zod won OVAC, sectional and district championships before Josing in the
OHSAA Division I Regiomai semifinals, Cambridge put together an OVAC “threepeai” by also
winning conference chanplonships in 2610 and 2011, with overall records of 19-5 and 18-6, respec-
tively. The Lady Cats were also East Central Ohio Leepue runners-up four times under Jolinson's
watch, He was tabbed OVAC and District 12 Bivision [ “Coach of the Year” in 2009 and 2010,
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Duane Powell (offician

Puane “Dibby” Powell {Belinire High School, Class of 1932) is
regarded among the best officials by area coaches as well a3 his peers,
spending 25 years making 1he calls in both footbzalt and basketball.

He began officiating bath sports i 1971 as a member of both the Ohio
Vatley Board of Approved Football Gificials and the Obio Valley Board of
Approved Basketball Officials (he received a lifetime membership to both
arganizations).

During his career, he worked several OHSAA football Flayoff games
and baskethall rourmament games and also officiated countless small col-
lege footbal iﬂmcs in the West Virginia Conference.

He was the honorary official at the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game; received
the OVAC Robert Dawson Basketball Officials Award in 2000 and received a Meritosious
Awsrd from the OHSAA for gutstanding service to bigh schoo! nthletics as an official,

Pawell was bom in Dilles Bottom, and he was an outstanding athlete at Bellalse High,

In basketball, he was regarded as one of the premier passers and playmakers in Ohio
Valley history, scoring 338 points as a senior while eaming ail-Ohio, all-Valley and all-
Eastern Ohio accolades.

He also played basehall for the Bellaire Civies and, s a pitcher. he signed with the
Pittsburgh Pirates” farm teat in Brunswick, Georgia (Georgia State League) In 1934,

He was inducted into the Bellaire High Wall of Fame in 1989,

Powell, o veteran of the U.S. Army, worked at the Martins Ferry plant of Wheeling-
Pittsbugh Steel and after retiring, he was a bus driver for the Martins Fesry City Schools.
He was 1 member of the I’urp?e Rider Booster Ciub, American Legion Post 38 and the
Foresters of Lansing.

He passed away in 2013 at the age of 78, and in his memory Martins Ferry and Bellaire
established the Buane Powell Memorial Scholarship Sofiball Game in 2014,

Sam ‘Buzz’ Berry (Atiete - 19405)

. Sam "Buzz” Berry {Warwood High Schooi, Class of 1946). He was the
first five-time Al-0OVAC honoree in football and basketball. The Viking
standout was selected to the first three AIMOVAC Class A (smallest of
two classes) basketball teams and the first two All-OVAC Class A football
teams as an end. Warwood won five OVAC titles and four City of Wheeling
crowns (six schools) in fooiball and basketball during that period and also
advanced 10 the W.Va. Basketball Tournament in 1935, his junior season.
He was a multiple All-City honoree,

He alsoeamed All-State horors in botl: sports. In the one-class basketball
honors, he was a second team pick as a senfor and thisd team as & junior. In
foothall, he was a third 1eam All-State eod as o junior.

In Warwood High's best era for both footbail and baskethall, as a junior he teamed with
OVAC Hall of Famer, Edgar Martin, to lead a 22-3 record and a state tourney berth and also to
# 9-1 record in football.

Berry continued his basketball antics at Shepherd College from 1949-52 where he became
the Rams” first prominent player. He set a school carcer scaring record of 1,947 points in 83
games for a 229 average. As a sophomore, ke became the school's first-ever All-West Virginia
Conference Tournament bonoree and was all-tournament three vears and three times all-confer-
ence {twice second team and once [irst team).

He led state colleges in scoring as a junise (26.3) and senior (26.9%, with the latter ranking
siath in the nation..

A Shephert College Halt of Famer, he's a member of the Al-TFime West Virginia Conference
team,

Berry rejocated fo Florida and is deceased.

Clyde Eads (Atlete - 19505)

Clyde Ends (8:. Clairsvilie High School, Ciass of 1938). The 6-foot-3
pencil-thin cager rewrote the Red Devils' basketball record-book in a
threc-year carecr a3 a rare three-time first team All-OVAC honoree in
the largest Class AA. He sl holds the single-game scoring mark of 53
points {against Warwood in 1938) and his 1,661 career points lasied 45
years as the school standard untii broken by Dan Monteroso, He aver-
aged 27 f)oims a game as a senior, 26.4 for his career and more than 23
points &ll three seasons including 25.1 as n sephomore,

His carcer {1956-38) was the same period as Bridgeport superstar
Fokin Havlicek and Ezds led the Red Devils to a 6-1 career record over
the Haviicek-led Buildogs. As a senior on an 18-3 team coached by Myles Witchey, the foes
split games and §3. C, banded Bridgeport its only regular season loss in a 17-2 overall cam-
paign. As a junior, Eads ¥zd 5t. C. to three wins over Bridgepont including a sectional victory.
5t. C. was 18-0 in regular season and ended 21-1 overall for the best record up to that time
at the schoel. The lone loss was 1o Zanesville in the Class AA distret finals.

Eads led St. C. in scoring ard rebounding for three seasons as the Red Devils compiled
a 50-13 record.

He was recruited by Florida State University, but returned home the first year to enrcll
at West Liberty State and play for coach Al Biatnik, who had coached him as a sophomore
and junior at 5t. C.

As a freshman in his only season at WLS, Eads averaged 20.7 points a game to lead the
Hilltoppers and became only the secend West Virginia Conference player ever to eam first
team AlL-WVC as a freshman,

Eads thus beeanie s rare first team all-conference player in all four seasons he competed

in high school and college. He's a member of the St. Clairsville High School Aikletic Hall |

of Fame. His family settied in the Tampa, Fla., area and he is deceased.

Gene ‘Beef” Lamone (Athlete - 19505)

Gene “Becf” Lamone (Wellsburg High Schocl, Class of 1951). He was
on ali-star fwo-way fincman at both the high school and college level.

As a prep senior, he earned first team Class AA ALI-OVAC and Class A
third team All-West Virginia recognition before competing in the annual
Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.,

Recruited by West Virginia University, he became one of the
Mountaineess” most honored football linemen. The four-year fetterman and
standout 6-foot-2, 215-pound two-way lineman from 195534 was 1eam
co-captain as a senior when WVU had an 8-1 record and was manked No,
12 nationaily in the final Associated Press polt. WV was 28-7 in his four
seasons including a $933 Sugar Bow] berth as Lamone staned 34 straight pames,

He eamned second feam All-America at guard es a junior and thind team AP honors as a
senior. He was the only unanimous choice on the 1954 All-Sowbern Conference team and
selected 1o play in the Enst-West All-Siar Game. Lomone was drafted in the fifth round of the
1933 Natioual Football League Draft by the Philadelphia Eagles but nn injury prevented him
{rom competing.

He tater coacked fontball st Linsly Military Institute from 1960-67 before joining the busi-
ness onr__lld with a home base in the Columbus, Ohio area. The retiree currently resides in Fon
Myers, Fla,

He was given his nickname “Beef” as a hefty youth by a Wellsburg neighbor, Red Donley, an
OVAC Hall of Fame Sportscaster.

Lamone earlier was inducsed into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame &nd the Wesl Virginia
University Sports Hall of Fame.

Rick Nau cAunete - 19605)

Rick Nau (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1969). The §-foot-
10 three-year Maroon Knight guand bettered some of the Central scoring
recorls s¢t by OVAC Hall of Famer Dick Miller while caming every
eligible all-star honor as a junior and senior.

As a senior, be scored 536 points in 22 pames for a 25.3 average to break
Miller's senior mark of 24.4 set in 1952, the year Miller was selected the
state all-class Player of the Year by the W.Va. Sports Writers Association,
Naw's 25,3 gait was tops in the Ohio Valley fargest Class AAA and Ted all
OV players with an 83.7% free throw percentage.

In a hyped match-up between Central and Bellake St. John's, led by chirer OVAC Halt of
Famer Alan Homyak, the Central ace scored a personal-high 39 poinis before exiting on fouls
with Central leading in the fourth peried. Homyak led a 81. John's raily to win and scored 44

ints.
lmNau's‘. most cherished honer was being named to the West Virginia "Big" All-State Team
(eight players selected regardless of class, a practice discontinued a few years later). He was also
a two-time honoree on the All-Valley “Big School”, All-City and All-W.Va. Catholic selections
in Central's final season before joining the Secondary School Activities Commission and he was
All-OVAC Class AAA first team captain 8s & senior. Nan, the fop Catholic scorer in the state,
was eaptain of the All-State pamchinl selections,He nlso was a two-time All-W.Va, Catholic
Tourmament pick. As a junior on n aunnerup team. he tied for the tournament igh scorer with
63 points in three games including a tourney high 26 in the finals vs. Charleston Catholic. As a
senior, he had the toumey game high of 27 vs, Chardeston Catholie,

Naw signed a scholarship with Odd Dominien University in Norfolk, Va., where he was a three-
year varsity regular after starting on the freshman team. He was team co-captain as a senior and
riamed the scheol's 1973 “Male Athlete of the Year" As a saphomore, lie helped the Monarchs
advance to the NCAA Division 11 national sitle game where they finished runner-11p 10 Evansville
(Endl). He was namexd 1o the South Atlantic Regiongl All-Tourament team ns a spphomare and
senior. He aversged in double figures all three varsity seasons: 16.1 2 a senior, 11.3 s a junior,
and 10.3 25 a sophomore. Career-wise, hie scored 1828 points in B3 varsity games and dished out
433 nssists, His game highs wese 25 v, Mt 5t. Many's and 24 vs, Virginia Tech and Fayetieville
State.

Ed Pastilong cAthiete - 19605)

Ed Pastilong (Mouedsvilie High School, Class of 1961), The 6-foot-1, 165-
pound Trojan quarterback set school passing records as one of the carliest 2 000-
yard coreer passers in Ohio Valley history.

Playing OB and middle linebacker, he led the Trojans to a 23-5-2 three-year
record. His 30-game career passing marks — all school records ~ were rare for
that nus-ininded era: 124 completions of 238 attempts for 2065 yards and 24
touchdowns with only seven interceptions. As a senior on an 8-2 weord team,
losing only w W Va. Class AAA champion Weir and unbeaten OVAC 3-A titlist
Martins Ferry, Pastilong completed 55 of 108 aerials for 10 TDs and alse rushed
for six scores. Against Marshall County rival Benwood Union, he completed
eight of nine passes with three TDs. Veteran Trojan coach Charley Helinski said “he is the best
passer Moundsville ever had "

Pastilong was highly honored as a senior. He eamed first icam bonors on three major selections:
All-WVa, Class AAA, All-Valley “Big School” and AI-OVAC Class AAA. As a junior, he was
second team All-Valley “Big School” and mention on AB-OVAC 3A and AllLW Va. Class AAA.

He was a three-sport letterman in football, basketball and baseball and eamed baseball All-W.Va,
mention, the only honor roll for the sprng sport at the time. Also, outside of school, he won 2 Tri-
State Golden Gloves boxing title.

Pastilong eamed a scholarship to West Virginia U. along with two of his backfield mates — Milt
Clegg and Torn Yeater — and started on the 4-1 record freshman team. He starred in the spring
Blue-Gold Game where he led an upset win over the upperclassmen by accounting for three TDs
and appeared poised 1o compete for a starting job as a sophomore.

However, a shoulder separtion forced a red-shirt season in bis second year and he was limited in
playing time on the varsity although he lettered two years, In his sophomore season, he started a 38-7
win aver Furman and completed 5 of 10 passes for 197 yands fmr{1 three TDs. In the opening gane
15 a juzzior, he passed for two TDs in & 20- 18 win over Richmond.

Professionally, he coached at Salem College from 1969-75 before joining the WVU Athletic
Department to star a 35-year career including the final 21 years as Athletic Director, the Jongest
tenure in WV history.

He was selected by the Upper Ohie Valley Dapper Pans as “Man of the Decade™ for the 19%)s
and for a special award, “Ohio Valley Ambassador” in 2010, He is in the WVU Sports Hall of Fame
and the the W Va. Sports Hail of Fame.

After WYL retirement, he joined West Liberty U, as Chair for the Athletie Campaign &
Tnstitutional Advancement.
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Rudy Jovicic (Athlete - 1970s)

Rudy Jovicie {Shadyside High School, Class of 1976}, Jovicic was a
three-sport performer 2t Shadyside, competing in baseball, fociball and
track. He was nothing short of seasational in the latter two.

Jovicic was the unquestioned premier hurdler in the Ohio Valley dur-
ing bis Fleming Field days. As a senior, his hurdling prowess helped the
Tigers of Tom Vichich fay claim te the state Class A champienship. the
first Eastern Ohio boys' track team 10 ture that trick.

In the state meet Jovicic finished runner-up in both the high hurdles
and low hurdles. He was nipped in both races by Roland lames, a fulure
University of Tennessee defensive back and first-round drafi choice of the
New England Patriots. He also anchored a state-placing relay team.

Jovicic tied the all-time Ohio Valiey standards in both hurdle events. He clocked a sizzling
14.2 in the highs and 19.5 in the lows.

The Intelligencer named Jaovicie co-captain of the 1970s Ohio Valley All-Decade track
team. along with Bridgeport's Craig Miller.

Jovicic was alse a gridiron star, He was a two-time AD-OVAC and All-Valley honoree. The
E70-pound renng back garnered some 700 infantry stripes and 31 TDs as a senior while
afso catching 12 passes for 206 yards and two more scores.

Jovicic also enjoyed a long career as a prep grid coach. He was head coach at Bridgeport
High for three seasons after serving as & Bulldog assistant. He has also assisted with the grid
program at his alma mater.

Kelly Swierkos (Athlete - 1980s)

Kelly Swierkos (Bishop Donaghue High School, Class of 1986).
Swierkos was a pioneer in the art of dominsting pitching in the OVAC.
She was nothing short of tremendous on the hill,

During her prep days, West Virginia had iust one classification for girls”
sefiball, Despite being one of the smallest schools in the state, the Lady
Bishops rode Swierkos™ talented right arm to unparaileled heights,

Bishop Donahve finished third in the state in her freshman season.
The ness two years, Swierkos hurled the Lady Bishops 1o the top of the
mountain as they claimed a pair of state championships.

Swierkos' senior season was a bistersweet one. She hanled injuries the
second half of the season, but still managed to earn the mound win in the state opener. As
fate would have it, the ailing Swierkos was unable 1o take the circle in the remainder of the
double-elimination fournament and the Lady Bishops did not win again.

She finiched her remarkable career with an eye-popping 63-6 record. OF those wins, eight
came vig the no-hitter variety,

She was accorded first-team all-state and all-OVAC plaudits her final two campaigns.

Swierkos was also a stellar hoopster. She finished her basketbalt career with 1,009 points,
in an era when there was no three-point field goal. She also established school career records
in rebounding and assists and was a first-team all-state basketball honoree as a senior.

Swierkos also delivered in quality fashion in the classroom. She gradusted with a 3.85
GPA on 2 4.0 scale. She also headlined The Entellipencer’s All-Ohio Valley Scholar-Athlete
honor roll.

Janis Trupovnieks (Athiete - 19705)

Janis Trupovaieks (Cadiz High School, Class of 1977). Trupovnieks was
big in staiure and equally as big in athletic production. The 6-7, 253-pounder
was a two-way force on the gridiron while also etching his name amongst
the elite weightman in irack and field.

Trupovnicks helped Coach Ron Pobolish’s grid team cnjoy great success,
starting fhree years as a two-way tackle.

The Cardinals went 18-1-1 in Trupoviicks’ final two years, Josing to and
tying 81, John Centml. The Cards bapged the OVAC 2-A tile in his junior
campaign.

He camed & plethora of grid honors, including AP Eastern District
Lineman of the Year as a scnior en route 1o garnering all-Okio and all-OVAC plaudits, He
recorded 67 tackles, 31 assists and covered two fumbles as a senlor.

Trupovnieks was also an accomplished Kicker, making 42 consecutive PATS over a two-year
span. He also hooted four field goals as a senior.

Trupovnicks tsed his ianky frame 10 the wmost ahility in track, The All-Valley honoree
captured Cadiz High's first-ever state tack title by winning the Class AA discus crown via his
prodigious tess of 1633, At that time i was the third best toss i Chio Valley sonals,

As might be f:xpcned. Trupovricks was an inside foree in hoops. The three-year regular
was a firse-team All-Valley Small Schoe! selection and AH-OVAC honoree as a senjor after
averaging 17 points per contest.

Trupovnieks was & nationally recruited foothall recruit, and he opted for the Universify of
Tennessee, He was a two-year lettierman for the Vols., starting as a senor on an B2 team which
defeated Wisconsin 28-21 in the Garden State Bowl,

Paul Hoover (Athlete - 19%0s)

Panl Hoover (Steubenville High Schoel, Class of 1994). Big Red has one
of the richest baseball traditions in the Ohio Valley and this former all-Ohioan
helped to form that radition during his four years,

Playing for head coach Fred Heatherington, Heover was a three-vear regu-
lar for Steubenville, helping to lead it to the state toumament as a sophomore,
back tor the regional as a junior and three OVAC titles.

As a senier, Hoover had his most prodoetive seasen. He batted 454, scor-
ing 30 runs and driving in 32 more. He had 15 doubles, swo triples and a
home nm,

Following that season, he was named Division Il Eastern District Player of
the Year, first-team all-OVAC and first-team all-Valley. He played in the Ohio Mizuno All-Star
Series and was chosen for the Sun Belt Classic in Oklahoma.

Hoover exploded onto the prep baseball scene in 1992 when he batted .366 with six doubles.
three home runs, a triple and 21 RBI.

Ag 3 junios, Hoover batted 270 with 16 runs scored and 14 RBI. He had five doubles, a wiple
and a home nm,

For his career, he finished with a 369 average, 64 runs and 67 RBI.

Hoover was drafted in the Major League Baseball Draft in 1994 by the Houston Astros, but
elecied to attend Kent Stute University where he earned three letters as the starting catcher.

As a Golden Flash, Hoover played i 138 games, batting 269 with 86 runs scored, 87 RBI, 23
doubles, 12 home runs and four triples.

Following his junior season, Hoover was drafted in the 23w round by the Tampa Bay Rays and
he clected W sign, He played professionally from 1997 until 2010 and played in 40 major keague
games, batting 2350 with eight RBI and five doubles. Hoover gppeared in the big leagues with
the Rays, Flonda Marlins, Philadelphia Phillies and Boston Red Sox. He was the bullpen catcher
for the Phillies in 2009 when they won the World Series.

Along with his busebatl exploits, Hoover was a standout basketball player for Steabeny ille. He
scored 1.186 points, which ranks sixth all time at Big Red, He averaged 16.5 points 2 game in s
career. He was an all-OVAC and afl-Valley pcrfazmer multiple times.

Jamie Taylor (amiete - 19805)

Jamie Tayior (Edison South High School, Class of 1989). Taylor played
his first theee prep years ut Jefferson Union before consolidation changed the
fandscape o Edisen South.

He was a baseball and baskeiball standout, earning all-OVAC honoers
in both sports, On the diamond, bowever, Taylor was nothing shost of
sensational.

As a senior, he was the OVAC “Player of the Year” to go with his All-Ohio
honors. That campaign saw Faylor slam 10 horme runs, driving in 33 runs 10
g0 with a robust 340 baiting average,

He was no slouch on the mound, either, recording a 3-2 record with 47 Ks
rad a 2.17 ERA in his final campaign.

Taylor’s junior season was just as productive, batting 575 with 10 homers and 46 RBI, He
was also 7-4 on the hill, recording 84 strikeouts in 47 innings of woik.

He ended his Edison baseball career by establishing a new Ohio Valley standard with 32
home runs.

Taylor's athletic exploits were almost as productive en the hardwood, The 6-2 guard ended
kis Edison South days with 1.439 points. He averaged 22.) ppy as a senior.

Taylor's stellar baseball drew the aitention of Division 1 college conches from across the
nation. He opted to stay close 10 home, signing with The Olio State Usiversity and he enjoyed
a sparkiing three-year stay with the Buckeyes before heading off to the pros.

As a freshman, Taylor led OSU with seven home rans and was named to the Big Ten All-
Tournament Team as the Buckeyes claimed the conference crown and placed third in the
Midwesi Regionsl.

As a junior, he was tabbed first-tzam all-Big Ten as a third baseman. It was a campaign in
which he batted 352 with 36 walks,

Such success resulted in Taylor being chosen by the Cleveland Indians in the fifth round of
the 1992 MLB Draft. He played seven seasons in the miners, topping out in Class AAA in 1998
before retiving. He batted 275 in 690 minor league games,
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Mike McLeod (Athlete - 1990s)

Mike McLeod (Wheeling Park High Schoo!, Class of 1992). There's nof a
sport you can name that this former Patriot wouldn't have shined in had he
opted to play.

In the three he did play — football, baskethall and baseball « he made a
lasting impression on Park and Ohio Valley histary.

Football is where Mcleod probably made his biggest impact, playing quar-
terback and linebacker. He helped guide the Patriots fo the Class AAA siate
championship game in 1991 where they fll to Capital, 15-14, in overtime.
Defensively, Mcleod was one of the Patriots” leading tacklers for theee consecu-
tive seasons. As a senior, he recorded 49 tackles, two sacks and recovered two
fumbles. From his quarterback spot, McLeod threw 11 touchdowns. He shared the offensive spot-
light, that season, with eventual Kennedy Award winner, Boogie Johnson, wha ran for 2 060 yards.

McLeod's season didn't go unnoticed. He was first-team all-state, all-OVAC and all-Valley and
attracied the eyes of coil:gc recritizers. He had schelarships offers from the likes of West Virginia,
Indiana, Marshali and others.

However, McLeod's ultimate passion lied with baseball where he was 2 two-year sumdout as an
outfielder, He batied 450 ns a senior, which was the second best in the Ohio Valley. regardless of
claszs. He had 42 hits, seven doubles, & triple and three home runs. He drove in 20 and scored 28 runs.
Again, he was recognized as first-team all-state in Class AAA, sll-OVAC and all-Valley.

On the basketbal! count, MeLeod was o poini-guard for the Patriots for three years, helping to
lead them to the state oumarsent twice. He finished his career with £.230 points amd avernged 217
poinig and 11 rebounds per game as a senfor, McLeod was a first-team all-state selection and was
also first-tearmn all-OVAC (three times) and all-Valley (twice).

Despite the college football offers, McLeod opted for baseball right out of high sclivol. Although that
didn’t pan out and he eventually enrolled at Youngstown State and Joined the Tootball 1eam, He was &
member of the Penguins’ Division I-AA national championship squad in 1992, playing for Jim Tressel.

A member of the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame, be is currently the Patriats” head basebadl
coach.
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Brittany Hocker (Athiete - 20005)

Brittany Hocker {Bridgeport High School, Class of 2004). The
Bridgeport Bullet, as she was nicknamed during her prep track and field
days, set the standard for ferale sprinting in the Ohio Valley and the
state of Ohjo.

Hocker burst onto the seene in 2001 when she won the 200-meter dash
a1 Dayton’s Welcome Stadium as a freshman, Earlier in that state meet,
she finished second in the 100-meter dash.

That 100-meter race proved to be the fnal time she losi in that event
for the rematnder of her prep career. Hocker was undefeated during her
sophomore, junior and senior seasons i the short sprint. Prior to the state
firal, she had been unbicmished as a freshiman, too.

As a sophomore, Hocker notched her first state championship in the 100-meters, but
seftied for secomd in the 200,

Hocker was a four-time OVAC Clags 1A 100-meter dash champion and three-time Class
£A 200-meter champion. Though she never ran the race in the postseason, Hocker was a
three-time OVAC Class 1A 400-meter champion.

As a prep sprinter, Hocker’s persenal best in the 100 was 11.81 seconds. That stood as a
state record in Division NI untid 2011, Her mark, which was set during her senior season,
still stands as a state mect record.

Her 206 personal best time of 24.22 is also a state meet record. She set that in 2004 when
she completed her second consecative spring sweep.

After high school, Hocker opted to continue her track and field career at the University
of Akson where she put forth an impressive career, eaming all-Mid American Conference
honors. She was the MAC Indoor and Outdoor confergnce champion in the 200 in 2008,
She set the Akron school record indoor For the 400 and placed in both the 100 and 400 in
2003 ns a true freshman. As a collegiate runcer, Hocker focused maere on the 400 and set
the Akron recost for both indoor and octdoor competition with times of 54.39 (indoor) and
5422 {cutdoor).

Along with track nnd field, Hocker also eamed letters during her high school career in
baskelbalt.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

John Nese (OVAC Contributor)

Joln Nese (East Pitisburgh High Schoot, Class of 1936}, Teacher.
coach. . official. . broadeaster. He's done them all.

While spending 54 years in the education ficld, Nese coached boys/girls
baskesbalt and baseball; followed that up with a fine officiating cancer and all
the while worked as a radio boadeaster.

Tn basketball, he began his coaching career at Follansbee St. Anthony
(1960-61), wirning the W. Va. Class B Siate Catholic Championship wi
a 17-5 recont, Afier two years (1961-63) as an assistant at East Pittsburgh
High - his alina mater - he came to Steubenville Catholic Central where he
coachedl the boys' team 10 years (1963-73) with a 121-87 record; three sec-
tional titles, three district titles and one OVAC champlonship (1973) when Ins squad cormpiled a
22-2 overall record - the best in school history - Jed by fellow Hall of Famer Jim Wood.,

He Iater retumed to the hardwood as the Stevbenville Catholic girls' coach (1987-90), posting
1 36-10 record with two sectional titles; two OVAC crowns (1988 and ‘89) and the school's best
record (21-2 in '89),

He closed out his hoops’ coaching with the Indian Creek junior high girls’ team (1995-2007)
wherz e won an additionad 116 games ngainst 40 losses.

He was named Coach of the Year muliple times in the Eastern Disirict and District 5 and
was selected as the co-coach of the United States All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Rourdball
Classic in Pittsburgh,

T baseball, Nese coachied Steubenvilie Cathelic from 1963-75 with a sparkling 197-77 record.
His teams won seven sectionals, five districts and one regional, finishing 2s the state runner-up to
Shaker Hedphts in $965. His 1974 squad posted a school-best 24-4 overall mark.

After retiring from conching, Nese wanted to remain close to high school athletics and became
a baseball'softhall nmpire. He was a respected mermber of that profession as well, and was hon-
ared to work in 10 consectitive OHSA A Siate Softball Toumaments. He afso served as an instruc-
for with the Steubenville Umnpires Association Nese also had a 30-plus year career ag a WSTV
radic: play-by-play announcer ard color commentator, working countless football, basketball and
Amenican Legion baseball games.

This marks Nese's sixth Hall of Fame selection. He's also in the Ohio High Schoot Basebail
Coaches Association (1981), the East Boros Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame
(1986}, the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame (1996); the District 5 Baskeiball Coaches Association
Hall of Fame (2008}, and the Franciscan University Hall of Fame (2008).

At East Fitisburgh (Fa.) High, Nese was a three-year Ietterman and co-captaln of the Class
B Pennsylvania state runner-up, He graduated from the College of Steubenville in 960 where
he was a four-year letterman and a member of the No. |-ranked small college baskethalf team
{1957-58) and team co-captain es a senior, He obtained his master’s degree from the University
of Dayion in 1974,

Ted Talkington (Athlete - 2005)

+ Ted Talkington (Magnolia High Schosl, Class of 2004). This Blue Eagle
product could simply score the basketball during his prep career.

Magnolia's all-time scoring leader finished Bis career with 2,024 points,
which was more than 600 points better than his nearest competitor. As a
senior, Talkington scored al a 31 points per game clip, which followed up a
Jjunior season in which he poured in 29.5 points & contest.

During the 2003-04 campaign, Talkington established his career-high point
total with 45. As a senjor, he shot 82 percent from the foul line and connected
oit 64 three-pointers.

Talkingten's pame wasn't fimited to scoring, however, He also averaged
3.8 assists, 5.5 rebounds and 2.7 steals.

Along with leading the state in scaring 1wice, incloding the 2002-03 season, he helped guide
the Blue Eagles 1o the Class AA state championship. By doing that, he became just one of five
Mountain State products to aceomplish the feat, joining the likes of Jerry West, 0.1, Mayo, Herbie
Brooks and Bill Maphis.

Talkington's aforementioned career-point totai ranks 16th in West Virginia history

He was a first-team all-state selection as both a junior and senior and captained the team both
seasons. He was a second-team all-state pick afier his senior season. He was also an all.OVAC
and all-Valley performer, captaining the all-Valley team twice,

He alse scored 20 points in helping West Virgiria rally for a 92-82 victory in the Samuel A,
Musley OVAC All-Star Game,

Adfter high school, Talkingtor tumed down severaj collegiate offers to accept an academic
scholarship and walk-on spot at West Virginia University. He played in 46 games during his career
with the Mountaincers and fetiered twice, He wns n member of WVU’s National Invitational
Tourmament championship team in 2007,

He opted not to play basketball during his final season of eligibility, electing to enroll in medical
school after graduating with a degree in chemistry with a 4.0 grade point average.

Along with his baskethall prowess, Talkington was a standout for the Blug Eagles” football
1eam. He was twice named all-OVAC — a fisst-team selection as a jutior and honorable mention
pick as a senior.

Bob Koch ovac rFamily

Bob Koch {John Marshall High School, Class of 19917, Back in 2009 when
he retired from Cameron High School, Koch offered 2 telling quote: “My
goal has always been to teave this a better place than it was when [ found ir.”

I Koch's case, everywhere he's been and everyore he’s known has been
better for it...end that cerinly inchxdes every comer of the Olio Valley
Athletic Conference,

His association with the conference dates back 1o 1981 when began helping
with the hands-on calculations of the scores at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wresiling
Tournarnent, a role he filled for the next 30 years until the resulls were com-
puterized. A that point, he continued 1o assist by working the bulipen area. He received the QVAC
Toumatnent Service Award in 1998 and the OVAC Tourrament Director’s Award in 2014.

Koch has been on the OVAC Execinive Board - the goveming body of the bi-state conference
—since 1989, first as the Class A representative and then as the Game Director of the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game.

Et's in that role — one he assumed in 2004 - that be has shined above all others due to the vast
untentaking of the event from the selection of coaches and players, coordinating the week-long
camp whicl: is currently &1 Bethany College to all of the game-related activities which take place
the week of the game.

Respected for his opinions and his knowledge of the history of the conference, Koch bas also
been a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Commitiee and the OVAC Museurn Committee for
several years,

Koch graduated from West Virginia Universily and later obtained his master’s degree in math
education there. He spent one year at Mastins Ferry High before moving on 1o Cameron where
he began a 33-vear career as a math teacher. He assumed the role of athletic director in 1989
and spent the next 20 vears guiding the Dragons’ athletic programs to countless successes and
Tacilities upgrades before retinng in 2009. Koch also spent several years as an assistant wrestling
coach at CHS under the highly-successful Jim Potts,

He served as co-chairman of the Friends of Cameron Foothall event Tor six years, and was a
special honoree of that group in 2015 for his contributions.

Jimmy Mountain (Media)

James A, “Jimmy” Mountain (5t. John Central High School, Class of
1931}, You might say he “looked down from the mountzin” as far as Ohic
Valiey journalists were congerned,

Mountain chronicled the events of the area — both in and out of the
athietic realm - with particular emphasis on the Bellaire area, but he was
welt-known up and down the river for his writing style of accentuating the
positive as well as his legendary entertaining and informative columns dur-
ing neardy a half century.

A two-sport athlete {football and basketball) at St. John's, he began his
journalistic career right out of high school working for Greater Wheeling
Home Talk and the Martins Ferry Daily Times. He served as Sports Editor for what became
The Times Leader until he was calted into military service in 1941 during Workd War 11, and
upon s return he began a lengthy tenure as head of the Bellaire Bureau of that newspaper.

Although his primary Focus shifted to news, he continted 1o cover sporting events and was a
fixture a1 Nelson Field foothall pames involving both Bellaire and St. John Central under media
legends Bill Van Home and Cal Pokas,

An amateur boxer and s talented softball pitcher, Mountain had a life-fong passion for
Amerijcan history, He was a member of Sigma Delta Chi — journalism’s honorary fraternity ~
and received several honors including the first Man of the Year from the Bellaire L.odge 310
Chechoslovak Society of America; the Citizen of the Year from the Bellaire Fraternal Order
of Police Associates: and was tabbed an honorary graduate of Bellaire High Schoo? and was
selected for that schoed’s Wall of Fame. He slso served as Clerk of Council for the city of
Bellaire. He passed away on July 24, 1988 at the age of 74,
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Stan Blankenship (Coac)

Ster Blankenship (Nicholas County High Scheol, Class of 1968}, He
put 1ogether a resume unrivaled by anyone in the girls’ basketball coach-
ing ranks, compiling a record of 542-240 during a career that began in
1979 and consinued until his retirement in 2011, Those lofty numbers
make him the all-sime winningest coach in girls” hoops in both the Ohio
Walley and the entire state of West Virginia.

Blankenship's Lady Monarchs reeched the pinnacle in 1982 when
they wor the West Virginia Class AAA State Championship with All-
American/OVAC Hall of Famer Amy Gamble as the star player.

He also Jed IMHS to West Virginia Class AAA rurner-up (inishes in 1992 and 1994, Under
his guidance, JMHS won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns.

The Lady Monarchs also won nine OVAC championships under Blankenship's watch
(1581, *82, ‘B3, *84, ‘85, *01, *94, 2000, 2002}, The five straight titles from 1981-85 marks
the longest consecutive siring of girls” conference crowns recorded o date.

Blankenship saw significant changes in high school hoops during his coaching career
including the nstiotion of the three-point line: the use of a smailer basketball and the move
of girls' basketball in West Virginia from fali to winter. He coached an amazing 40 players
who went on to play college basketball after graduating from JMHS.

He also coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley Al-Swer Ciassic severni times and
seceived the OVACs Richard Saffield Girls’ Bagketball Coaches Award in 2005,

Blankenship move to the area from Nickolas County where he was a multi-spon standout
in high school.

That continued ar the collegiate level when he attended West Virginia Wesleyan College,
graduating in 1973 nfter amassing an unheard-of 13 varsity Tetters (four in track, four in cross
country, four in basketball and one in footbatl),

Mot surprisingly, he was inducied into the West Virginia Wesleyon Athletic Hall of Fame
in 2012,

Tom West (Coaciy

Tom West {Mannington High Schoal, Class of 1957). When he made the
move to to coach and teach at Valley High, West did so for the long haul.

Afier four years at Midview High in Grafton, Ohio, he came to Pine
Grove where he became a coaching institution, guiding the Lumberjacks’
foolball seam for a total of 36 years over two terms — his first from 1971~
2000 and then, after a seven-year absence, he returned from 2008-2013,

During his 40 years as a head coach, he amassed a record of 242-176-1,
including & 223-151 mark at Vailey.

West-coached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs 10
straight years from 1991-200 and finished as the state runnerup five times
(1993, '94, 35, 96 and "98). His 1993-94-93 teams all went undefeated in the regular season,

The Lumberjacks won OVAC championships in 1993 and '97 and captured the Mason-
Dixor Conference crown 11 times (1979, 85, 87,89, 91,92, 93. 94, 3. 96 and 97)

West also served as an assistant basketball coach from 1971-83.

‘The fooball field a1 VHS is named Tom West Field in his honor.

West received lils bachelor's degree in Education from Fairmont State College in 1961 and
his master's degree in Administration from Akron University in 1871,

He began his teaching career in Midview in 1963 where he was an assistam basketball
and football caach and then the head football coach from 1967-70 before taking the job at
Valley High.

Dave Linn (Coach)

Dave Linn {Zane Trace High School, Class of 1971). Linn made his
mark ns the Buckeye Trail High girls” hasketbali coach for a decade
{1976-86). including am amazing four-year run of appesrances in the
OQHSAA Siate Tournament (1978-81}.

Trail’s 1978 stzuad posted a 22-1 overall record. defeating Smithvilie
{41-38) in the Ciass A state semifinals before falling 1o Ada (31-39) in
the championship game.

The 1979 team reached the pianacle. defeating Font Loramie (56-38)
in the state semifinals and then downing Holgate (51-32) in the Class A
championship game to complete a 23-2 record season.

The Lady Warriors weren't finished, refurning to the “Final Four” in 1980 where the beat
Portsmouth Clay (39-44) in the semifinals before falling to Mansfield 5t. Peter’s {61-57 in
overtime) in the titie game for a final 26-1 record; and then making it back to the champion-
ship game again in 1981, wpping Bdgeron (71-38) in the semis and Josing another heart-
breaker (54-52) to Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record.

During his 10 vears as the Trail girls’ coach. he compiled an impressive 211-37 record,
an BS percent viciory ratio. Trail also won the OVAC Class A girls’ championship in 1984
under Einn.

After some time off, he had a 12-year run as the Traif boys’ ceach (1999-2010}, amassing
119 wins including three or four sectional championships and a district tide/regional appear-
ance in 2009, Linn-coached boys’ tzams waon the Pioneer Valley Confersnce iiile ouright in
2005 zod shaved the crown with Frontier ard Shenandozh in 2010, The 2003 team also won
the OVAC Class 2-A crown.

During his carcer, Linn was selected “Coach of the Year” at various times in the Eastern
District and District 2 and he was selected to coach in the OHSBCA North-South All-Star
Gaome in 1982,

A charter member of the East Guemsey/Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Tame in 1996,
he's served as the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Secretary/Treasurer and as the
Pepsi/Mistrict 12 Ali-51ar Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College,
he was District 125 sefection for the Ohio High School Basketbali Coaches Association Hall
of Honor in 2013 and was inducied into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Fame in 2015,

Jay Handlan (Athiete - 19405)

John “Fay” Hondlan {Triadelphia High School, Class of 1946). He
earned 12 varsity letters in five spons for the Little Reds during three
years — theee cach in basketball, football and track, two in tennis and
one in swimming.

In basketball, the 6-foot-2 forward earned Af-City and All-OVAC
Jargest Class AA and was all-siate mention, In football, he was a regular
ent and punter. After high school, he served three years in the U.S, Army
before enrolling at Washingion & Lee University in Lexington, Va.

Competing for W&L in the Southern Conference — then a major col-
lege baskeiball league which included West Virginia, Duke, Virginia, etc.. and others which
proke off and formed (e Atlantic Coast Conference — he left his mark as one of the all-time
most prolific basketball scorers in major college history.

He became only the third major college player 1o score more than 2000 career polnts by
capping his 94-game career with 15 points against WVU in his final game to reack 2,002 He
averaged 21.6 points for his career.

As a junior, he averaged 26.2 points to nose out WVU All-American Mark Workman for
second place nationally. He also Jed the nation in free throw shooting {86%) and sef an NCAA
record with 18-for-18 against Virginia. He also scored a school, and Seuthern Conference,
record with 66 points (49 in the first half) — then the third highest-ever major college mark
— pgainst Furman. In that game, he took 71 goal attempts (making 30). which remains the
cldest Diviston | NCAA record on the books.

Handlan eamed Helms Foundation All-America as a junior and was twice All-Southern
Conference. As a senior, he also became a Mcker/punter for the football team and was offered a
tryout with the Cleveland Browns, He aiso lettered in track.

He was drafied by the NBA Indlangpolis Olympians, but opted to play in the National
Endustrial Rasketball League with the Akron Goodyear Wingfoots, He played four years and
was an NIBL All-Star in 1954,

In 2015, he was inducied into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame.

Andy Cross (ofiician

Andy Cross (Morgantown High School, Class of 1972). One of the mare
recognizable officials of the Ghio Valley. Cross enjoyed a remarkable career
calling the action in baseball, basketball and Jater in voileyball,

His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he
decided o follow in the footsieps of his father who had worked football.
basketball and baseball games in the Morgantown area, with his young san
accompanying him to many of the events.

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond, Among the highlights were
23 regional and 13 sinte tournament assignments in Ohlo and 10 regional
and 13 state wurnaments in West Virginia. He elso umpired the Mizune
AH-Star Series in Ohie eight times. The final game of his carcer came in the 2013 West
Virginia State Tournameni.

His basketball efficiating spanned 31 years. On the Oltio side, he had 13 regional and three
state assignments in girls” hoops and seven regional assignments in boys” hoops while in West
Virginia. he worked nine regionals and three state tovrnaments for the girls and 32 regionals
and swo state tournaments for the boys,

Cross was the 2009 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials Award presented at
the OVAC Samuet A. Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic and was honored with the District
12 Baskethall Coaches Assocization “Official of the Year” award in 1997,

In the latter stages of his officiating carcer, hie ndded volleyball to the mix and worked eight
vears, including many games at the tonrnament level in both states.

In addition to his on-feld'cowt work, Cross also served as president, secretary. interpreter
and class instructer of the Chio Valley Board of Baseball Usmpires and vice-president and
interpreter of the Ohio Valiey Board of Basketball Officials. He was also a member of the
National Federation of Officials (NFOA) in both West Virginia and Ohin,

Cross was inducied into the GHSAA Officials Halt of Fame in 2010.

Eddie Becker (Athlete - 1950s)

Eddie Becker (Wheeling High School, Class of 1930). A four-year Wildcat
basketball player, e was the most highly honored player on two teams which
piaved in West Virginia State Championship games in the large-school Class
AL Az a junlor. the ‘Cats finished state runner-up to Fairmont Senior. As a
senior, Wheeling capped a 23-0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame
coach Evereit Brinkinan with the last of five titles and a state finals’ win
over Elkins, 53-50,

Becker. a two-time All-State Tourmament pick. earned first team nhi-class
All-State as a senior a8 well as AI-OVAC largest Class A and Al-City hoa-
ors. He averaged 16.1 points as a junior and led the ‘Cats as a senior with
more than 20 points 2 game -~ tare for that era. He scored 2 or more points seven times with
a high of 29 as Wheeling averaged 64 points per game. He also played football,

Recruited by West Virginia U, he left his mark on the WV record books. The 6-foot forward
led the freshman team in scoring with a 25-poine gait. The dead-eye jump-shooter lettered three
times on the varsity and ended a 75-game career with 1,127 poims (15 ppg) — the second most
in school history at the time. He averaged 18.7 as a senior when he was teamn MVF. He also
eamned All-Southem Conference second team and was selected 10 the All-SC Toumament team.,

At the 1ime he praduated. be was one of 19 players listed on the Al-Time W VLU Team chants,
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Neil Habig (athlete - 19509

Neil Habig (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1954), An

honored high school and college football player, he competed longer in
. major pro footbalt than any Maroon Knight in bistory,

As a prep seniar, the Manins Ferry native camed first team all-star
hanors on every eligible selection — All-Valley “Big School™, All.
OVAC Inrpest Class AA, and 1he five-school AI-City team. Rated the
“best defensive end” in OV by coaches who selected All-Valley, the
two-way end and punter was ihe top blocker on a run-oriented team and
landed fonr touchdown passes.

The 6-foot, 190-pounder helped the Maroon Knights win their first-ever OVAC Class AA
(largest class ar the 1ime) title, with a0 B-1 record. The lone lass was 13-7 to 18-0 record
Benwood Union, the OVAC Class A champion which finished 25 the state nimner-up.

He eamned a schelarship to Purdne University where he played both ways but was conven-
ed, on offense, from end to center. A three-year letierman and two-year starter 8t center-line-
backer-defensive end, he was selecied as team MVP a5 a senior on o roster which had 13 Olio
Valley products including OVAC Hall of Fame honorees Nick Mumley and Kenny Mikes.

Habig. a second team Ad-Big Ter Conference selection, played in the Senior Bowl All-Star
game. He was drafted by the Green Bay Packers, but opted for the Canadian Foolball League.

He played seven seasons (i938.64) as a center-linebacker with the Saskatchewan
Reughriders and was a dominang player at his position. He wes 8 CFL All-Star center in
1962, the first year this honor was awarded. and a Western Conference All-Star six tines.
As o linebacker, he was noted for kis pass coverage and had 10 pass interceptions including
six in 1963,

Rob Munn (Athiete - 1960s)

Rob Munn (Bridgepors High School, Class of 1966). The theee-sport
« standout helped the Bulldegs record their best combined fooiballbasket-
ball school year in history.

In foothall. the 1eam captain and quanerback-defensive back led the
first perfect record (9-0) in school history, Coached by Joe Ault, the
Buildogs captured the OVAC Class AA title and were ranked No. 5 in the
final Ohio Class A poll by United Press Intemaiional. Bridgepont cappeid
the perfect season with a 22-11 win at rival Marting Ferry for only the
third win in 45 series games vs. the Purple Riders,

In basketball, the two-year team captain anchored the school’s first-
ever unbeaten regular season team (18-0) which capired an OVAU Class AA title and was
ranked No, 1 in the Ohio Class A poll by Uniied Press International, Coached by OVAC
Hall of Famer Frank Baxier, the Bulldogs scored mere than 100 points in five games and
won sectional and district crowns before falling to Dalton, 71-70, In the Canton Regional to
tinish at 24-1.

The 6-foot-1, 175-pour forward averaged 24.1 points and 12 rebounds & game as a senior
after sporting a 20-point norm as a junior,

The senior was runner-up for Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year o Kerry Myers of Celina
and earned first team AU-Ohjo from UPI and thizd team from The Associated Press. He also
was twice an All-OVAC selection and an All-District honoree in Eastern Ohig,

Munn was also n pitcher-infielder on the Bulldogs' basebali team.

The 2010 Bridgepont High Hall of Fame induciee earned a basketball scholarship 1o
Marshall University where he was a three-year varsity playes after averaging 9.4 points and
shooting 46.8 percent from the floor on the freshman team.

Ben Wiley (athlete - 19605)

Ben Wiley {Pawhatan High School, Class of 1963). He led his ream 1o
1hie school’s best-ever baskeiball season (20-1) and only unbeaten (18-0)
regular season in schooi history.

The 5-foot-%, 150-pound guard was a four-year player who scored nesr-
Ty 1,300 career points for the Indians. As a senior, he avereged 28.8 poins
a game and was named Obio UPI Class A Player of the Year for the ream
coached by Lou Blumling, Iater a head coach of the Wheeling Tronmen pro
football team. Wiley was a lwo-time All-OVAC Class A choice and tabbed
co-captain as a senior and captaln ns & junior. The two-tme All-Disuic
honoree also was a first team Afl-Ohio choice by both The Associated
Press and United Press International as a senior.

In 1963, ke Indians shared the OVAC Class A crown with Paden City and ended with a
281 record after bowing o Strashurg, 73-61 in the Class A District Toumament.

In baseball, he was a senjor regular on the second Indians’ team 5o win an Obio title. The
Indians advanced to the regional tournament all four years (E960-63} during Wiley's career.
The 1963 team, coached by Frank Bland, capped a 15-2 record season by winning the Ohio
Class A erown with a 3-8 championship game win over Dublin after downing Spencerville,
2.1, in the semifinals.

Wiley, o senior class president and honor student, attended Gannon College in Erie, Pa.,
and played baskeibalt for four years. The playmaker averaged 10.6 points as a senior with a
high game of 28 points. He scored 896 points in his career and was inducted into the Garnon
Sparts Hall of Fame in 1986,

After graduation, he remained in the Erde area and hecame a civic leader who was secog-
nized multiple times including the naming of a public building after kim. e died in 2004,

Jim Wood (Athlete - 19705)

Jim Wood (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 1673).
This Crusader was one of the most dominant basketball big men in the
OVAC during the early 1970s. The talested 6-foot1, 9-inch post help to
carry Catholic Central to its fisst OVAC hoop crown, terming the trick in
1973 in Class AAA — the largest classification at that time, The Crzsaders
went 22-2 that season, winning sectional and district titles along the way.

He averaged 20 points and 15 rebousds a game as a senior. Those num-
bers, combined with the team’s success, earned him first-team all-Ohio
U}Pl g'nd second-team AP all-state accolades 1o go with all-Eastern District
plaudits,

He was named first-team all-OVAC as a junior and secior, named 3 co-captain in 1973, In
addition, one Fiorida newspaper tabbed him as honorable mention All-American as a senior.

Wood was also a two-year lettierman in basehall for Catholic Central.

His superb hardwood exploiss carned him a scholarship to Georgia Tech, where he became
a four-year regular at center and was the team's leading scorer his first three years {11.1, 158
and §4.7) and second on the feam as a senior (14.1). He alse led the team in rebounds two
vears. His career totals incleded | 459 points and 740 rebounds.

‘Woed was inducted into the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame in 1983, just eight years after eam-
ing his degree from the school. After his collegiate career. Wood played baskethali in South
America for 12 vears,

The Steubenville Catholic Central Hall of Famer stif] resides in the Ohlo Valley and is an
OVAC basketball official.

Kim Augur (Athlete - 1980s)

Jim Woofter (Amicte - 19705)

Jim Woofter {Oak Gien High School. Class of 1973). He eamed the
hener of becoming the first Golden Bear athlete to artain All- American
hanors, earning those plawdits for his grid greatness at linebacker, center
and fuflback,

The -2, 225-pounder was a two-time first-team all-state, all-OVAC
and all-Valley honosee. As a senior, he was captain of the all-Valley “Blg
School” defensive team and nunnes-up for the Hunt Award, emblematic
of the state’s top lineman.

As asenior, he recorded 126 tackies, 49 assists, five fumble recoveries
and forced six fumbies in helping the Golden Bears 10 a 7-3 record. The fenacious defender
vepistered 86 solo tackles, 46 assists, eight tackles for Josses, three fumble recoveries and four
interceptions as a junior.

Woolter's sparkling foothall exploits eamed him All-American honots from Cooch &
Athlete and Schelastic Coach magazines.

His prep football success attracted recruliers from all the major schools. and Woofter opted
for the University of Tennessee. 1t praved to be a good choice as he was a three-year letterman
and two-year starter at defensive tackle for the Volunteers,

His athletic success was not limited to just the gridiron. As a senior, he was state shot
put champion at Oak Glen with a 32-foot, 7-Inch clfort, and he also won the OVAC Class
AAA shot put crown. Woolter was also a force in wrestling, He was the OVAC runner-up at
heavyweight as a senior,

Kim Augur (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1983). Her most
impressive ciaim 1o fame is winning the OHSAA Class AAA 400-meter dash
state championship as a sentor in 54 87 seconds, She missed the state record
by a mere one-tenth of a second. Later oo in that same state meet, Augur
claimed the silver medal in the 200-meter dash (35.18).

This Paiter track great still bodds the Obilo Valley record in the 400 meters
at 54.87. She also established school records in the 100 (12.3) and 200
(24.50), the jetter still ranking as the second-best in valley history behind
the 2422 jurned in years later Bridgeport's Brittany Hocker, also an OVAC
Hall of Famer.

Augur is also a member of the Potters” school-record 45400-meter refay
team which turned in a 4:31.F clocking during her junior campaign.

iler achievernents camed her a track scholarship 10 The Obio State Eniversity.

Angur was no one-sport wonder. She was also a talented basketball player for East Liverpoot,
eamning first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and senier,

Augur was inducied into the East Liverpoo! High Athletic Hall of Fame in 1990.

Dave Delande (atulete - 1980)

Dave Delande (5t. Chairsville High School, Class of 1982), This wrestling
great distinguished himself both on the prep and collegiate levels.

His Red Devils' mat career was nothing shon of sensational, He finished
with a stellar £36-10-1 record. In the process, Delande was a three-time
OVAC champion. He was also the nunner-up as n fresliman.

Delande was also a runner-upat the OHSAA State Wrestling Charpionships
as 132-pound funior and he piaced fifth 8t 138 pounds as a senior.

He continued kis wrestling greatiess 21 West Liberty under the nururing
of legendary coach Vince Monseau.

Delande was a three-iime NAIA All- American for the Hilltoppers, achieving the feat in three
different weight divisions. He was seventh at 142, fourth at 150 and nationa) runner-up at 158,

His four-year WL record was a sparkling 96-23,

He still ranks in the top 10 In eight Hilltopper all-time mat records: falls, shutouts, 2-poiat
near falls, 3-point near falls, reversals, team points, wins and hest winning percentage,

Just as impressively, Delande also was the Hilliopper wrestling program's first Academic
All-American, caming back-to-back academic laurels in 1983 and [986. He was also three-
1ime team captain,

He was inducted into the West Liberty University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010, Afier paining
his West Liberty diploma, he became a CPA,
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Jodi Bates (Athiete - 19905)

Jodi Bates (Mezdowbrook High School, Class of 1999). Speed 1o
bum. That's exactly what this former Colt possessed as it pertained to
track and field, -

A standout sprinter for the Colts, Bates shined i the 100- and 200-
meter dashes, winning 10 state medals during her career.

Bates burst onta scere in a big way as a freshman, placing second in
both the 100 (12.32) and 200 (25.12) at the Division IF state meet. She
didn’t slow down from there.

As n sophomore, Bates won her first state championship, blazing the
Chio Stadium track to a 24 87 to capture the 200-meter dash. She also finished second in the
106 (12.37) for the second straight season.

Bates broke through and climbed to the top of the state podium in the 100-meter dash
as a junior. Bt was one of four medals she claimed in that meet. She won the 160 in 12.22,
finished second in the 200 (25.23) and ran a leg on the fifih-place 4x100 (5081} and eighth
place 4x400 squads.

During her senior campaign, Bates ran consistently under the coveted 12-second barrier.
She successfully defended her 100-meter title (1216} and anchored the fifth-place 4x100
(50.33) during the first state meet at Dayion’s Welcome Sipdium.

En route to the siate competition, Bates won 14 OVAC championships. including four
straight 100- and 200-meter tilles. She also claimed 2 district and 10 regional champion-
ships during her career, while running a personal best time of 11.95, which st stands 23
Meadowhrook's all-time best and is the second-best in Ohio Vailey history,

After her prep career, Bates signed to run at Wheeling Festit University, She competed just
one season before developing an injury, which proved to be career ending. She aiteripted 4
comeback after transferring fo Muskingum University. but the injury was simply too mach
10 overcome.

While on the track is where Bates made her mark, she also lettered twice in basketball and
was an honorable mention gli-league selection.

Matt Powell (Adiote - 19905)

Muait Powell (Bamesville High School, Class of 1950). This former
Shamrocks dida't just score the ball, he Elled it up every night during
an impressive four-vear carser with 2,174 career points (still in the op
30 all-time in Ohio},

Powell fielped lead the Shamrocks to their first trip 1o the Ohio Sweet
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 points per game en
route 1o first-team 21l-Ohio accolades by both The Associated Press and
United Press International.

UPI selected him as its Division 11l state player of the year, a worthy
hottor when vou consider he scored 760 points that seasen, contiected on
60, three-potnt goals and was 168-0f-203 from the fous line. That senior-year explosion fol-
fowed a junior season in which he scored 621 points and his 46 “treys™.

Powell made an inumediate impact for the Shamrocks. He scored 282 points as a freshman
and then really ook off, pouring in 510 points a5 a sophwmone.

His presence is still Telt at Bamesville. He owns three of the top four point fotals ever
recorded at Bamesville. His single-game high of 45 ranked tldrd and his 60 bonus baskets
rank second all-time. Powell's career points and free throws made (411) are school records.

Along with being recognived as all-Ohie, Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio
North-Seuth All-Star Games, He was the caplain of the al-OVAC Class AAA team, Eastern
BYistrict Player of the Year, District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Valley Big
Schoel tcam. He was selecied to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of
Fame in 2010,

Afier his prep career. Povelt originaily went to the Alr Foree Academy. bot transferred back
to Rio Grande College and eiched his name into its lore.

He scoted 2 367 career points af the college level, which s second in Rio Grande history to
only Bevo Francis. He led Rio Grande 1o the NAILA Nationa! Tournament in Tulsa, Oklahoma
during his senior season. He was a three-time all-Mid Ohio Conference selection, a two-time
all-District 22 honoree and a NATA All-American Honorable Mention choice afier the 1092+
83 campaign. As a senior at Rio Grande, Powell, who battled a foot Injury during his junior
campaign, scored 703 points and served 2s a co-captain.

Zach Amedro (Athicte - 2000s)

Zach Amedro {JTohn Marshall High School, Class of 2003). The Otio
Valley has produced several prolific passers in its history, This former
Morarch is near the top in every passing category there is.

As 2 senior, Amedro finished founh in the balloting for the Kennedy
Award and was a first-team all-state selection afier putting forth one of the
most prolific statistical seasons in history. He completed 188-0f-289 pass-
es for 2,939 yards and 33 tonchdowns. He also ran for six touchdowns,

That completed a brillinnt three-year stint as quarterback in which he
threw for more than 6,000 yards and 53 touchdowns. He completed 426-
of-761 career passes.

Along with his state-wide honors, Amedro was named All-OVAC and was the clfensive
captain of The lntelligencer’s All-Valley team. In 2002, he was the newspaper's “Sophontore
of the Year.”

Afier originally attending then FCS member Appalachian State, Amedro transferred back (o
the Ohio Valiey snd had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he twice finished as run-
ner-up for the Harlan Hill Award, which is the Division II equivalent 1o the Heistman Trophy,

Amedro set Division 11 passing records for yards (14,733) and completions {10759 His
thirty 300-yard passing games were also the best in Division I history.

In leading the Hilitoppers to the NCAA Division 11 playoffs as a senior, Amedro finished
329-0f-485 for 4058 yards and 38 wuchdowns in 10 games. He had a season-high eight
touchdowns and 44 completions,

During Amedro’s junior scasor, the Hilltoppers won the WVEAC thie and qualified for the
playaffs, avenging their only loss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro,

Amedro was twice named WVIAC “Player of the Year” and was a [lirst-team Division II
All-American and second-team Smali Callege All- American by The Assoctated Press,

Kacie Vavrek (Atilere - 20005)

Kuaete Vavrek (Bellaire High School, Class of 2002). You name the sport
and this former Big Red shined brightly.

A four-year letterman in three sports, Vayrek feft her biggest marks or the
basketball court snd on the track.

En basketball, Vaveek scored in bunches. She Anished her prep career with
1531 poinis. which at the time of her graduation was tops amongst Bellaire
femnales. It's since heen broken by her sister, Ashley,

During her senior season. Vavrek led the arca in scoring at 23.9 points
a game. She was named first-team All-Ohio, All-District 12, AILOVAC,
Eastern District “Player of the Year” and finished fourth in the voting for
Ohio’s Ms. Basketbalf.,

Vavrek took part in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC All-Star Game. She
Ted the South squad with 20 points in that contest.

As a junior, Vavrek scored st an OV-best 22.7 points per game clip. She was named fisst-
1eam All-Ohio, All-Eastern District, All-District 12, AILOVAC and coptained the All-Valley
team,

On the track, Vavick was ene of the area’s all-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers.
Vavrek finished her prep carcer with 14 staie medals. Taking that a step further, she won a
trio of state championships.

After reaching the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore to come up short,
Vavrek broke through as a junior by winaing the state title. She was fourth in the low hurdies
and fifih in the Bigh jump that season as well,

As a senior, Vavrek went double-gold. She defended her high burdle (ithe and added the
laws, which was an event she dida’t compete in often early in her career. She was a lourlime
placer in the high jump. Vavrek's personal-best time of 14.53 had been the valley’s ali-time
best.

Along with her state success, Vavrek was a fourtime OVAC high hurdle champion. All
told, she won er played a rale in 11 conference track titles and helped the Big Reds claim
WO team Crowns.

Vavrek was also a standout in volleyball. She was chosen as AIMOVAC and played in both
the Distsict 12 und OVAC AJL-Star Games.

Vavrek was named the Ohlo Valley Diapper Dan Club's Female Athlete of the Year for 2002,

With opporiunilies 1o run track or play hoops, Vavrek elected to continug her roundball
career &t Kent State University. She was a four-year player for the Flashes and started in 22
games during her career.

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of

Dr. Nick Trombetta

Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District
Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa,

“As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unigue role that this conference plays in the lives of the member
schools’ student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded-
fcated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame
is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and
motivate today’s athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success.”
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OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Ross Stoltz ovac Contributor)

Ross Stoltz (Naponee High School (Nebraska), Class of 1963). He
has been a true friend and supporter of the conference, most evident
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band wlhich
entertains the crowd during pregame and halftime at the annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley Alb-Star Fooiball Game each July. The band feaiures
some of the best musicians from schools throughout the conference who
come together for a week prior jo the game and never disappoint with a
spectacular performance.

Under Stoliz’ leadership, McDonald’s also is a sponsor of the OVAC
Kick-Off Classic; the Wast Virginia *Sizper Six" State Football Championships which have
become & fixture st Wheeling Island Stadium; and hias a strong local involvement with many
area schools including band sponsorships, stadium banners, scoreboards and yearbooks as
well as donating to aren track meets and baseball events.

McDonald’s &s also a yearly sponsor of the highly-regarded “Beast of the East” suwmmer
baschall tounament which hias become a summertime staple in the Ohlo Valley: a major
spansor of the area’s professional hockey team — the Wheeling Nailers; an donates annually
to the local YMCA.

Stollz personally presents Jocal nominations 4o athletes for the prestigions McDonald’s
High School All-American Classic.

He began his career with McDonald's in 1965 as n 17-year old crew member. After serv-
Ing in the US. Army (1967-70) and attending the University of Nebraska (Class of 1973},
he returned 10 McDonald's in various capacities starting in 1974 and since 1996 has been
the Owner/Operator of 18 McDonald's restaurants shroughout 1he Ohic Valley (Barnesviile,
Belmont, Elm Grove, Martins Ferry, Moundsviile, St.Clairsville, Triadelphia, Warwood and
Woodsfield}. :

Stoltz has received 1he Golden Arch Award, the McDonald's Corporation’s highest recog-
nition for an Owter/Operator that recognizes a focus on customer service, outstanding food
quality and restaurant operations. and exceptional contributions to the local commanity,
He's a board member of the Romald MeDanald House Charities of Morgantown; a loag-
time spensor for McDonald’s MAC Grants for Teachers program; and provides extensive
support 1o local schoals,

Arthur ‘Butch’ Joseph (ovAC Family

. Arthur “Butely! Joseph (Bellaire High School, Class of 1963). When
the conference needs 1o keep things “running” In the falt or the spring,
Joseph has been the go-to guy for many years as a member of the OVAC
Track ead Cross Country committees, serving as co-chairman of the track
commitiee with his wife, Donna, an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007.

A veterzn of the United States Air Foree who served during the Vietaam
War, he started officiating Jocal track meets in the early 1970s and began
his asseciation with the OVAC in the late 1980s, assisting Floyd Deaton
with the OVAC Velleyhall Championships and being responsible for com-
piling the weekly conference standings in that sport.

lToseph fas been an ingegral part of the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships dating back
to the days when the small school divisions were contested at Shadyside’s Fleming Field, and
he also assisted with the big school meets at Bellaire’s Nelson Field either behind the scencs
or as & on-rack official.

1t was Joseph's vision to convert the OVAC Track Champlonships to their current format.
1t was his desire to have the best athietes, regardless of class, compete against one-another
in an overall championship meet, which is how the event ias been contested since 2010 at
St. Clairsvitle High,

Joseph has also been the man behind the computer responsible for the pre-event preparation
and timing/scoring “at the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Country Championships on the campus of
Meadowbrook High School in Byesvilie for more than 5 years,

Along with his wife, Joseph received the OVAC Cat Giffin Track Service award in 1997

Dave Caldwell (Coaches)

Dave Caldwell (Beallsville High School, Class of 1973}, He proved the
theary of “the litile engine that could™ by achieving a tremendous amount
of success coaching foolball and one of the smallest schools around,
compiling a record of 196-102-1 during his 29 years as head coach of
his alma mater.

Caldwell began bis coaching career as an assistant at Caldwell High
under Mike Davol and then retumed “home” to Beatlsvitle where
assisted J.B. Majors for two seasons (1981-82) . He was elevated to the
head coaching post in 1993 and held that job until retiring in 2011,
Under Caldwell's guidance, the Blue Devils won six Olio Valley

Athletic Conference Class A championships (1988, 1992, 1994, 2000, 2006 and 20i1) and
six Pioncer Valtey Conference titles. Beallsville reached the OHSAA playolfs eight times
(1994, 1999, 2000, 2605, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2001) and posted a playoff record of 5-8. That
inciuded a run 4o the Division V1, Region 23 championship and a gpat in the siate semifinals
in 1994 and a career-capping 10-3 season in 2011 when BHS advanced to the D-VI, Region
23 title contest.

Caldwell was tabbed “Coach of the Year” in the Eastern District and PYC multiple times
and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game five times (1989, 1993,
2001, 2605 and 2009) with a 2-3 record in the mid-summer classic.

Caldwell, who made a brief coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah in 2014, also
assisted in baskeibalt and track during his time a¢ Beallsville.

As an athlete, he was a three-sport performer at Beallsvilie High School {football, basket-
ball and track), piaying on the school’s first unbeaten football team in 1972, He went on o
play footbalt for four vears nt Muskingum College, eaming his degree thezre in 1977 and later
chtaining a master’s degree from Salem University.

Jeff Harrison (Media)

Jeff Harrison {Martins Ferry High Schoel, Class of 1977), He has
been a member of the sports media for 33 years and counting, including
ihe fast 17 at The Daily Yeffersonian in Cambridge where he has been the
Sports Editor since 2007, Prior to that, he spent 18 years a1 The Times
Leader in Martins Ferry,

He originated the concept of the Ohis Valley Athletic Conference Hall
of Fame in 2084; is & member of the selection committes and in charge of
producing the program for that event. He's also a member of the QVAC
Sofibalt Committes and OVAC Coach of the Year Selection Committee
and previously handled publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley Ali-Star
Fuot[:all Game for seven years.

Harrison was also the catalyst behind the formation of the Distriet 12 Basketball Coaches
Association Hall of Fame in 2008, serving as Chalrman of the Hall of Fame Selection
Committee and handling publicity since that time; and is 2 member of the Martins Ferry
;{igl;}Schoul Athetic Hall of Fame Committee, serving as the primary researcher/biographer
or hat groop.

He is a member of The Associated Press East District Selection Committee for football/
boys’ bagkeshall/girls’ baskeiball, serving as chairman since 2009 an AP state pell voter;
a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association Media Advisory Committee and
a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. He was the 2006 recipient of the
Eastern Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Asseciation’s Media Award ; District
[2's seleclion for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall ef Honor in
2015 and Lias won several OPSWA wiiting contest awards.

Harrison, who attended Ohio University Eastern and currently resides in Byesvilie,
authored the book Holding Court; The Gene Ford Story {2005), the biography of the legend-
ary Cambridge High School boys™ basketball coach.

He also served as public address announcer at several venues over the years, including
Martins Ferry football and boys' baskeshall, Meadowbrook girls” baskeiball and the District
12 Afl-5tar Basketball Classic; and was a youth baseball/softball coach for 22 years in the
Martins Ferry Civics Athletic Association and the Guesnsey Valley Baseball Association.

Terry Leggett (Coaches)

Terry Leggett (Midvale High Scheol, Class of 1965}, The ultra-suceessfisl
Leggett began his coaching career as an assistant at Skyvue High School
and then was head coach there for two seasons (1973-74 and *74-75).

He went (o old Zane Trace High School for the next two years (‘75-76
and *76-77) and when that schoo] consolidated with Madison High 1o be-
come Buckeye Trail, Leggett was named the school’s first coach.

His initial Warrior squad (1977-78} accomplished a remarkable feat,
posting a perfect 18-0 regular season (21-1 overally and winning the
OVAC Class A championship, sectioral and district titles and finishing
runnf.r-up in the regional, losing & 43-42 hearthreaker to Indian Valley
South.

During his 12 years at Trail (he called it quits following the 1988-89 season), the Warriors
never had a losing seasen and amassed an incredible 225-50 record. That included two trips
to the OHSAA Ciass A “Final Four” - Iis 1982-83 team went 25-1 and the 1986-86 team
turned thinrgs aroend after a 4-5 start 10 make the state semifinals and finish 20-7,

Leggett-conched Trail teams won nine sectional titles, §ve district crowns and two regional
championships and he was aamed UPI Class A Ohio *Co-Coach of the Year” in 1983, His
teams won OVAC itles Towr straight years (78, 279, ‘80 ond *B1) and were state-ranked six
times. He was named overall OVAC “Coach of the Year” in 1978 and was alse a four-time
District 12 “Coach of the Year" honoree. All 1ok, his teams compiled a 268-92 record in 16
ERHEG TN

He coached in the OVAC All-Star Basketbal] Classic three times and was an assistant coach
in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game once.

A graduate of Findlay College, he served as an Eastern District Board member and was the
Game Director of the Distriet 12 Basketbalt All-Star Game for many years, He also served
on the Rules Imerprefation Commiltes of the OHSAA.

Inducted into the school’s Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997, Leggett was also a physical educa-
tlon teacher and athtetic direcior during his days a¢ Buckeye Trail. He passed away in 2009,
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Roger Sowers (official)

Roger Sowers (Roseville High School, Class of 1952). He spent a num-
ber of years in various roles — coach, athletic divector, guidance counselor,
principal amd instructor — but Sowers is probably best known as a long-
time basketball officiat.

Sowers, who spent more than 30 years in cducation, began as a bas-
ketball coach, serving four years as head coach at Pleasant City High
and seven years af Bamesville High, posting a combined 130-99 record.

He officiated his first varsity basketball game in 1939, and became a
full-time referce in 1968 once his coaching days were over. He worked
40 vears over five decades, including nearly a quarter of a contury as a tournament official
at the sectional, district and regionai levels.

He was a charter member of the East Central Ohio Officials Association in the Cambridge
area, serving as president, ntles interpreter and on the executive board over the years. He
also served as president of 1the Ohio Association of Basketball Officinls.

Sowers, who also officiated af the college level in the Ohio Athletic Conference, spest
20-plus years teaching a basketball officiating course al Ohio University Eastern, with sev-
eral of his former students later becoming high school and college officials,

He was inducted into the Obin High School Athletic Association’s Officials Hall of Fame
in 1995; received n Distinguished Serviee Award from the Distriet 12 Basketball Coaches
Association and a Meritorious Award from the OHSAA in 1998 for 40 years of service.
The Roger Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000, with the
yearly recipient a Barnesville High senior planning to aftend Ohio University Eastern and
major in education.

A Crooksville native, he eamed a bachelor’s degree from Marietia Coliege where he was
a four-year tetterman in baseball and a one-year lesterman in basketball, and obtained his
master’s degree from West Virginia Universiiy,

He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64.

William ‘Catfish’ Hearst (1950s Athlete)

William “Catfish” Hearst (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1955).The
(irst sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. 1o break the 50-second barrier
at 440 yards, he was dominant at the guarter mile, which he didn’t stant
running vntil his junior season, and 220 yards while afso competitive in
the 100 and long jump.

As a senior, he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W Va. Regional
and state meets-—-a repeat tile—the ope-class OVAC meet where he
was top scorer, she Bellaire, Toronte, Wellsburg and Mansfield Relays,
and was one of only two Ohio Valley athletes to ever win an individual
event at the most prestigious Midwest invitational meet. His 49.6 mark
at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-50-second clocking, and he time and all-time best
401 at the W Va, reglonal meet. At the one-class state meet, be tepeated as 440 champion
with n record 49.5 mark and also won the 220 with a record-tying 22.1 time, As a junior, he
won the state 440 in 50.03 seconds.

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event feaiuring athletes from three states and
won by a Paul Warfield-led Warren Rarding team. Hearst won the 00 (10.0), was second in
the 220 and won Lthe 440 (39.6) with two meet records.

A two-time Ail-Vailey Track honoree ar 100, 220 and 440, the Wellshurg Express was
selected captain as a senior and noted as “the grentest quarter-miler produced in these pans,”.

Hearst alse was a fous-year football and 1hree~yea:i)zzskelhall player and competed in the
1939 W.Va.-Ohio All-52ar footbali game won by W.Va., 7-6.

He attended W, Va. State and also served in the 115, Army during the Vielnam War. After
returning home, he was a long-time coach of 1he Oltio Valley Track Club, a certified rack
official and helped coach ot Bethany College. An annual Memorial Scholarship in his name
is presented each vear at Brooke High,

Hearst passed sway in 2002,

Bill Gompers (19405 Athicte)

Bill Gompers {Wheeling Central Higls School, Class of 1945) He was
an honored rinning back on two top Maroon Knight football teams and
also lettered on 1wo state Catholic Tournament championship basketball
feams.

A two-time selection on the five-team Ali-City football honor roil, the
two-way standout helped Central win the 1943 City Championship with
a 9-1 regular season record before the Knights competed in a post-season
Steel Bow] contest won, 20-19 by Rochester.

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition, be was team co-
captatn on a 6-3-1 record Kniglt squad.

In baskeibalt, Gompers competed on 1wo feams which extended the Knights® streak to
five consecutive W.Va. Catholic Tournament championships. The 1944 team went 22-3 in
regular season and Catholic Tournament play before the Knights won two of three games in
the Eastern States Catholic Tournament. That team was coached by chacter OVAC Hall of
Fame coach Jim Foti.

Both Gompers and Foti were among inductees into the charter Wheeling Central High
School Sports Hall of Fame.

During Gompers' senior season, the 6-foet-1, 180-pound back was offered foothall schol-
arships at several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he iettered for three seasons
and played both ways on two Irish teams prociaimed as National Champions - 1946 (8-0-§
record) and 1947 (9-0), which was led by Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Lujack. Gompers,
cited as a top blocker, averaged 6.8 vards a carry. He played in the 1946 scoreless tie vs.
Army which was labeled the “Game of the Century,”

Gompers was selecied 10 play on the College All-Star team which played the NFL cham-
pions, the Chicago Cardinals, in a post-seasen game,

Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pro All-American Football Conference, he played both
ways for one season as Lhe feam bowed to the Cleveland Browns in the championship game.

Roger Alford (1960s Athlete)

Koger Alford (Wintersville High School, Class of 1962). He was a
racial pioneer at West Virginia Liniversity and (he Southern Conference
after o three-sport career at old Wintersville High,

Alford competed in foothall, basketball and track for the Golden
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Kettlewell as “one
of the two best football players [ coached” along with OVAC Hall of
Famer Alzn Jack. who later starred at Ohio State University,

In football, the 5-foot-10, 225-pound tackle was ALLOVAC Class
AA, ALl Valley “Big Scheol” first team, and All-Eastern Ohbio first team
all-class selection,

The Mountaineers broke the “color barrier” in 1962 when they recmited Alford and
fuliback Dick Lefiridge of Hinton, W.Va., the first African-Americans to wear a WVU
football uniform. Afier playing on the freshman team, Alford lettered Uliree varsity seasons
and staried the last two as an offensive guard. He was named 1o the 1960-6% All-Decade
Team at WV

In 1999, he was inducted postumously into the WVU Spoerts Hall of Fame,

He was the fourth Alford brother to attend college and play football. His brother Bob co-
captained the Kent State team in 1961, Roger earned four degrees from WV, completing
his studies for bachelor’s, master’s, physical therapy and dental degrees. He was a dentist in
Detroit wher he died in 1998,

Alford was n starter in at Jeast three memorable WVU games - the 63-48 win over Pitt in
1965, the 28-27 vpset win over No. § Syracuse in 1964; and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bow!
game vs. Utah in Atlantic Cigy,

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athleie)

Tom “Knute” Franckhauser (Steubenvilie Catholic Central High
School, Class of 1835).The 6-foot, 195-pound offensive end-defensive
back was the leading scorer as a senior on 8 9-1 record Crusader team, the
school’s best record since 1946, He Tanded nine touchdown passes - high
for that era - and resurned tree pass interceptions for scores, His best
output was in a 45-6 win over Wellsville when he scored en an 81-yard
TD reception and returned two interceptions for 37- and 6%-vard scores.

An Ali-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio hornoree, he competed in the
Ohio-W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 31-20, |

He accepied a scholarship to Purdue Univessity where he lettered three
years and starfed as a junior and senior as the team's leading pass receiver. He was named
team MYP as a senior. He helped the Boilermakers upset the nation's No. 1 ranked ieam,
Michigan State, in 1937, A second team Al-Big Ten honoree as a senior, he played in i7
career games with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs.

He was the 33rd overall selection in the 1959 NFL Draft third round by the Los Angeles
Rams. In his rookie season, the cornerback had three interceptions.

In 1960, he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFE Expansion Draft and became
the first Cowboy to carry the ball by tefurning the opening kickoll in the inaugural regular
SEASCR game,

Afier iwo years with the Cowboys, he capped his five-year, 58-game pro career with a two-
year stint on the Minnesota Vikings, He was forced to retire in 1964 after suffering a brain
injury during a tackle in a tratning camp scrimmage. He had 13 career interceptions.

A first cousin of QVAC Hall of Famer Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997,

Dick Tomlinsomn (1960s Athlete)

Dick Tomlinson (Wheeling High School, Class of 1961). He was a
6-foot-5, 210-pound three-sport standout who was a rare two-year “Big”
alk-class, first team All-State basketball honoree; state and OVAC track
siar with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 100-vard
sprint); and football guartesback. He earned a basketball scholarship o
the University of Florida and set a school game point record.

At old Wheeling High, he competed in basketbali, football and track for
three years and also golf as a senior.

En basketball, besides being a two-time “Big” all-class and Class AAA
all-stater, he was bwice captain of hoth the OVAC largest Class AAA
and the five-school All-City honor rolls. He averaged 23 points a game both as a junior and
senior - the fop marks in the city and OVAC Class AAA. As a senior and team captain, he led
the Wildcats so sectional and regional #itles and into the state tournament before bowing to
Beckiey Woodrow Wilson in the Class AAA semifinals, He earned All-Tournament honors.
in track, the senior (2am captain won the state one-class shot put (51-4 1/2) and placed dth in
the 100-yard dash, He was second in the shot pat as a8 junior.

Tomlinson was All-Valtey both in sprints and weights. At the OVAC meet, he won the shot
pui (383 ¥8) and placed second in the 100 and third at 220 yards,

in football, the rangy guarieshack was team co-caplain and ieam MVP 23 a senicr. He earned
AlL-City two years and was selected captzin as a senior. He rated mention on the AILOVAC
and All-State Class AAA two vears. As a senior, he led the Wildcas to their fourth straight
City fitle and 6-3-1 record incliding an 18-14 upset of eventual state Class AAA champion
Weir, the only loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley.

At the University of Fiorida, after playing on the freshman basketbali team, he started three
varsity seasons and played in 72 games with 863 points and 529 rebounds while shooting
49.2% from the floor and 73.2% at the line,

As a junior, he set Gator school records with 44 points including 19 zoals ir a win over
Tampa. The 44-points corrently ranks No, 2 all-time in school history. As a senior, he aver-
aged 12.9 points and 7.1 rebounds.
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Gary Repella (19705 Athlete)

Gary Repella {Steubeaville High School, Class of 1978), He enjoved
siellar carcers in baskethall, baseball and football for the Big Red.

tt was in hoops that led to a collegiate schotarship as Ohio State
coaching legend Fred Faylor inked the talented 6-3 guard, one year after
landing S1. John Central star Allan Homyak.

Repella helped lead Steubenviile to a 23-1 mark as a senjor as Big
Red, under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Wait, claimed the OVAC Class
AAA championship, He averaged 18.] points per game in becoming
the district player-of-the-year whila being named first-team All-Ohio.

Repella was a two-time All-Valley "Big School” and All-OVAC honores, He scored in
dnubi’e figures in every game as a senior for the well-balanced Big Red. He averaged 15
points per game as a junior,

He was also a gem on the diamond, starting for three seasons. The slick-fielding second base-
man helped Steubenvilie win the OVAC 1itle in his senior season of 1968 with a 22-7-1 mark.

In his final campaign, he batied 357 on the sirength of 35 hits while being named first-
team All-Valley. There was no AL-OVAC team at that time.

Repella was selected to play in the Ohio All-Star Game in Columbus, which alse signi-
fied All-S1ate honors. He was nlso a key performer for the Steubenville Legion team which
earned a berth in the statz toumament in Athens.

Repella was a two-year starter in football at Steubenville. As a senior, he directed the
ground-oriented Big Red 1o a 7-2-1 record, tying powerhouse Massillon. He comgleted
30-of -64 passes for 517 yards and five TDs tha fall.

After graduating from Stenbenvitle High, Repella took his versatile tafents 1o Columbus
to play basketball at OSiT.

The NCAA had a rule in place prohibiting freshmen to play on the varsity squad, but
Repelia made the mose of his time with she Buckeyes® frosh, leading the team with a 192
scoring average. A back injury slowed his sophoemore campaign when he started two games
and played in 13, He 1allied 10 points in his first stan thay season against Butder. As a junior,
he served as a backup 10 Homyak, a three-time first-team All-Big Ten hanoree,

Repelta became a full-time starter as a senior, and he was second on the team with 59
assists while averaging 7.6 points a game, wih o high game of 19 poinis. He played is 23
of 24 games and started 19 as a two-guard.

He stifl resides in Steubenville, serving the city for many vears as law director. His daugh-
ter, Liz, was a 2,000-point boop scorer for Big Red before starring at WVL,

Chris Jones (1980s Athicte)

Chris Jones {John Marshali Migh School, Class of 1982), Bob
Montgomery has authored a legendary carcer as the lonpztime head base-
ball coach at John Marshall. In his four-pius decades at the Monarch helm,
ke has garnered nearly 900 wins, so when he says Chris Jones is the “best
ligh school player ["ve coached,” it has impact. The talented Fighthander,
whe also yielded a potent bat, has the stats to back up that statement.

En his tizree years on the Monarchs” mound. Jones recorded an amazing
30-3 pitching mark. Two of his sethacks were shutout defeats, He helped
M capture three successive OVAC 4A titles (1980-82) while compiling a
brilliant 84-15+1 record.

Jones started his JM carcer on a high note, compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as a sophomore
15 Monigomery's charges won an amazing 31 of 33 starts. Jones was accorded second-team
all-Valley's honors that spring.

He raised his level of play even more as a junior, dazzling both as a hurler and a hitter as JM
compiled a siellar 25-4 mask. At the plate, Jones led the valley with a smoking 500 batting
average, going 46-0f-92 with eight doubles, six uiples, three homers and 31 RBI while scor-
ing 26 runs. As a pitcher, he waoa 10 of 11 decisions, striking owt 122 in 78 innings of work,
He had a miniscole 1.62 ERA whiic walking just 31 batters. He carned firsi-team, all-siate,
all-Vatey and al-OVAC plaudits that spring.

Jones was just as dominating ns o senior, helping M gamer a 28-9-1 record. He struck out
171 batters in 97 innings of work. He was 11-2 on the mound with a 1.6]1 ERA. He baited 393
with 44 hits and an Ohio Valley-leading eight home runs. He knocked in 37 runs and scored 32
more. He blasted six triples and two doubies, He was named co-captain of the all-Valley team
while also being named first-team all-West Virginia, all-OVAC and all-Mountaineer League,

Jones also sparkled on the gridiron as & senior, earning honoreble mention all-OVAC hornors
as 1 defensive back.

The Dhio State University wor the recruiting battie for the talented Monasch. fones was
in the Buckeyes' staning rotation as a sophomore and junior, going 8-8 with 134 strikeowts,
The Toronto Blue Jays drafied him in the fourth rourd after his junior year. He pitched sevens
seasons in the minors, reaching the Class AAA level,

Scot Matife (1980s Athlete)

Jami Bendle (1990s Athlete)

““zJami Bendle (Edison High Scheol, Class of $994), This former
Wildcat ace was absolutely dominant in the pitching circle throughout
her prep and collegiate careers.

Her pirching staty were simply mind-boggling. Bendle finished with
an 86-14 career reeord, which was an Ohio Valley record at the time of
her graduation. She worked 649 innings, while recording 780 strikeouts
against just 158 career walks. She alowed only 257 hits. Those stats
certainly weren't hiellow either, as they translated 1o three OVAC titles,
three sectioral crowsns, three district titles and a pair of trips to the Ohio
State Tournament.

As a senior, which was the first vear of the Edison Local consolidation, Bendle's work in
the circle helped the Wildeats reach the Division | regional tournament with a 29-0) record ;
She defeated Upper Arlington, while throwing a no-hitter, in the semifinals. Their quest for]
retuen trip to state came up short against Westerville South.

During ber junior season, Bendle guided Edison South 1o the Division H state final where
it felt, 6-1, o Tullmadge. As a sophomore, Edison South advanced to the state semifinals
behind Bendle's right arm before falling to LaGrange Keystone, 4-2.

Bendle's nccomplishments didn't go unnoticed. She was named all-QVAC four times and
twice earned conference player of the year. She was twice named to the first-team ali-Olig
squad and once to the second-team all-state unit. She was a four-time afl-Eastern District pick
and four-year member of the all River Vallev League team.

Bendie's prep promminence eamed her the right 1o pitch at the Division | level, She attended
East Carolina University, helping the Pirates to win three consecutive Big South titles. She
was first-team all-Big South as a junior and second-1eam as a senior.

While earning four fetters at ECU, Bendle led the team in wins and strikeouts for three
straight seasons. She had 27 victories in 1997 and also had 32 complete games that season.,
She finished at ECU ranked second in school history in games pitched (136), games started
(118), complete games {92), innings pitched (755), strikeouts (328), wins (79 and shutouts
(27). She compiled a 1.86 earned run average, which ranked fourth in schoot histery. Also
a standout in the classroom, Bendle earned Academic All-American district honors in [998.

Mike Snively (19905 Athlete)

Mike Snively (River High School, Class of 1992). There wasn’t a sport
or season where this former Pilot didn’t leave a Jasting mark as he earned
all-state status in three sports,

Playiag for his father and fellow OVAC Hall of Famer, Terry, in foot-
ball, Snively finished his carcer with 5,192 vards and 43 touchdowns, As
a senior, he threw for 2,153 of those vards and 16 touchdowns, He also
handled the kicking and punting duties, posting 11 PATs and a punting
average of 36.3 yards.

During his junior scason, he passed for 1,639 yards and 11 touch-
downs. He also had 33 tackles from lis safety spot that season.

During his career, Snively was named first-team ajl-Ohio as a senior and second-team as
a junior. He was also first-team all-OVAC, ail-Eastern Bistrict and all-Valley. He was also
an afl-district pick as a sophomore as well.

Stively played in the OVAC All-Star Game where he was voted a team captain.

When the winter rolled around, Saively didn't slow down. On the basketball count, he
scored 1,415 points and knocked down 214 eareer three-point goals, which was an Ohic
Valley record when he graduated. As a senior, Snively led the Ohio Valley with 74 three-
point goals. He scored 314 points during his senior season en route 1o third-team all-Ohio,
first-team aH-Eastern District, all-Valley, all-District 12 and ali-OVAC eo-captaincy,

As a junior, Snively poured in 22 4 poiats a contest o go along with 7.1 rebounds, three
assists and 2.3 steals. He connected an 71 three-point goals that season ei route to honorable
mention all-Ohio, first-team ali-Eastern District, all-OVAC and all-Valley.

As a sophomore, Snively scored 17.9 points & game and had an outing where he knocked
in 0 bonus goals, which is still a River High record.

in the SEring, Snively shined a1 shonstop and pitcher for the Pilots, He finished his career
as a .377 hitter with 97 hits, 64 RBI and seven home runs. As a senior, Snively batted 617,
which was an OVAC record at the time. He posted a 5-3 record on the mound with a 1.63
earned run average. He struck out 30 and walked 10 in 51 innings of work.

Snively was a first-team all-state selection a8 a senior and played in the prestigious
Mizune All-Star Game. He was the OVAC Class A Player of the Year along with alt-East-
em District, all-Valley and all-EOBL. He batted 409 as a junior was all-OVAC, ali-Eastern
District and all-EOBL.

After his prep career, Snively attended Glenville State College 1o play football and bas-
ketball, He later coached as Glenvitle and was the iaterim head basketball coach at Bluefield
State Coflege where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA at 24 years old. He alo
eoached women's basketball, women’s tennis and sofiball at Bluefield,

Scot Maffe (Bellaire High School, Class of 1985}, Be is football, bas-
kethall or baseball, Maffe delivered in quality fashion for the Big Reds.

Although equally productive in ali three sports, baseball was his linch-
pin, After his stellar Big Reds’ diamond career, he matriculated to Ohio
University where he played baseball three years for the Ashens-based
Bobcats, lettering twice,

Maffe was a four-year letterwinner in baseball at Bellaire, carning a
myried of honors after establishing a host of school records. When he
completed his Big Reds’ carcer, he owned the following baseball records:
season at-bats {1035), carcer singles (85), doubles in a game {3), triples
in a game (2), RBI in a game (6), career runs {95), stolen bases in a game (4}, season (33)
and career (33); innings pitched season {76), career (202) and pitching wins season {12),
career (26).

He was a first-team all-OVAC., all-District and all-Vailey honoree in abl three sports as a
senior, He was also selected to play in all three GVAC AH-Star games.

Maffe was a two-year starter ot quarterback for Coach John Magisiro in football. He was
speciat mentien all-Ghio as a senfor along with first team ali-Eastern District and all-QVAC
He was also the Big Reds’ captain,

Maffe was a slick and savvy point guard for Coach Gene Ammirante on the hardwood,
eaming honorabie mention sl-OVAC 25 a junior and first team honors as a senior,

The three-year hoop letterwinner was a second-team ail-Valley honoree as a junior. He
enjoyed a banner sentor campaign, earning first-team all-OVAC, all-District and all-Valley

honors while alse being a specizl mention all-Ohio honeree.
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Nate Davis (athlete - 2000s)

Nate Davis (Bellaire High School, Class of 2006) -- 1t didn’t maiter the
sport or season because this former Big Reds’ standout just got it done.

A four-year lettenman in basketball and a three-year fetterman in foot-
ball, Pavis re-wrote the Big Reds record books in both sports.

As a basketball player, Davis did it both on the inside and outside for
Gene Ammirante’s team, After helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA
Division NI State Tournament in 2004, Davis led the Big Reds back to the
regional in 2003 and (0 an undefeated regular seasen in Z006.

He finished his prep career with 2,562 points, which ranks ninth in
Ohio history. Davis did much more than score the ball, however, as he
alse grabbed 1,173 rebounds. which ranks seventh in the Buckeye State, and he passed out
more than 500 assists.

During his senior campaizn, Davis averaged 389 points 0 contest en route to first-tean
all-Olio aceolades. He was a finalist for Mr. Basketball and was the Eastern District, District
12 and OVAC Class 3A player of the vear. He took part in both the Ohioc North-South and
Ohio-Kentucky All-Star games.

On the football field, Davis was just as impressive for Coach John Magistro’s team.

In his career, Davis completed 434-0f-925 passes for 7,345 yards and 81 touchdowns, As
a sophomore, Davis guided the Big Reds to the Division IV state semifinals, throwing for
2296 yards ard 22 touchdowns,

The Big Reds returned to the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2,740 yards
and 35 touchdowns.

Davis was Okio’s Division 1V Offensive Player of the Year as a senior. He was a first-team
ail-Ohiozn as both a junior and senior and eamed second-team accolades as a sophomore,
He was firsi-team all-OVAC three times and took part in both the Ohio North-South and
OVAC Ali-Star games.

Along with his football and basketball prowess, Davis also lettered in basebalf, He helped
lead the Big Reds to the regional championship in 2003 when he was the club's every day
catcher.

4 Ags a senior, Davis went out for rrack and won the OVAC discus title with a toss of 140
1., %1m,

Diavis inked a scholasship to all State University and won the starting quanerback job as
a true freshman. All told, he spent three seasons as the Cardinals” starting quarrerback before
announcing he’d forego his senior season to enter the NFL Draft,

A1 Balf State, Davis passed for 9,233 yards and 74 wonchdowns He was named 1he Mid
American Conference’s Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first-team all-MAC
selection. He was a finalist for the Manning Award and aise the Ball State team MVP both
as o sophomore and junior.

GAs a jurior, he led 1the Cardinals to a 12-0 record and berth in the MAC Champienship
ame,

After opting to enter the draft, Davis was selected in the fifth round by the San Francisco
49ers. He made the team as a rookie. He was released and later signed to the team's practice
squad in 2019, He also signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks, but has spent the last
several seasons in an indoor league in Texas, playing for the Amarillo Venom.

Davis becomes the second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame, His brother,
Jose, was inducted in 2007,

OVAC Hall of Fame
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April Rotilio (athete - 20005)

April Retifio, 51, Jobn Central {(Class of 2006) — Speed was the name
of the game for this former Lady Irish track and field standout.

Raotilio is one of the area’s most decorated srack and field competitors.
having compiled a whopping 12 medals as the OHSAA state meet,

The premier event in Rotifio’s career was the 400 meter dash. She
piaced four times at the state meet, including caming gold as both a
Jjunior and senior. As a senior, she needed a furious kick in the final
100 meters to win the title in a school-record time of 56.09, Along with
the two golds, Rotilio also exrned a sitver in the lap dash in 2004 and a
fourth place in 2063.

Her speed was Tinited 1o the 400, howsver. She was twice a bronze medalist in the 100
meter dash and once a bronze medalist in fhe 200. She briefly owned the Division 111 state
record in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC title in 2487, She ewns the SIC
record (12.12) in the 100 meters, too.

Rotilio’s third siate iitle came when she anchored the 4x2 team in 2006,

Along with her state prowess, Retilio set the regionat record in the 400 meter dash and
also wen 13 OVAC event titles as she ted her teams to four consecutive conference cham-
picnships. The Lady Irish finished as Division 111 state runnerep twice during her career.

Along with the outdoor success she cajoyed, Rotilio was 1he 400 meter indoor state run-
rerup in 2006.

Afier ber prep career, Roitlio competed at West Virginia University, earning alf-American
henors rwvice during the indoor campaign.

She was a member of the Mountaineers” Distance Medley Relay, which achieved the
henor as the nationals along with a 4x4 team that scored in the NCAA Championship Meet.

As an individus! with the Mountaineers, Rotilio still ewns a pair of schoel records. She
set the indoor and ovtdoor 400 meter dash benchmarks in 54.29 and 5271, respectively.

Rotilio also earned Academic All-American honors during her career in Morgantown.

Before concentrating fully on track at St. John, Rotilio letiered twice in basketball.

Ron White (ovac ‘Family’)

Ron White (Springfield Local High School, Class of 1966). A member of
the OVAC Executive Board for many years, his "baby” for 23 vears was
one of ihe conference showcase events ~ the OVAC Banguet of Champions.

White served as chairman uniil 2016 of the gala which featured more
thar 700 attendees bonoring 75 championship teams, 30 scholarship win-
ners and the conference coach of the year presentation.

White is also an integral part of the conference in basketball, serving as
the assisiant basketball commissioner for nine years and then being named
the successor fo ihe late John Howell as basketball commissicner beginning
with the 2046-17 school year. Hes also spent many years on the OVAC Ruddy
Mumley All-Star Football Game Committee.

He was a member of the Chio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, working on
the courts in both Ohie and West Virginia for 30 years. He officiated five state tournaments in
West Virginia and drew seven regional assignments in Ohio.

White 15 also a well-respecied track official, serving primarily as a starter and working at
both the high school (Ohio and West Virginia) and collegiate levels (MEC and PSAC). He
received the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track Service Award in 2009, A 197 praduate of
West Liberty State College who later obtained his masier's degree from West Virgina Univer-
sity. he was an educatosfathletic direcior/ccach in the Buckeye Local School District and was
responsible for starting the track program at old Buckeye South High School,

White, who spent 14 years in the Ohie National Guand and now resides 1 Wheeling, is also
involved with the West Virpinia “Super Six" state foothall championships.

Earl Haberheld ovac ‘Contributor’)

Earl Haberfield {Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of
1854). He originated the OVAC Basketball Classic — the Ohio vs. West
Virginia all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star
Basketball Classic - serving as the game director for the first five years of
the cvent and a3 an active committee member for several years.

He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game
in 1984 - an award renamed in his honor as the OVAC Earl Haberfield
Coaches Award.

Haberfield's coaching career included several stops — both inside and
outside the OVAC — and concluded with 382 career victories.

He coached nige years al his alma mater -~ Wheeling Central — winning five W. Va, Class
AA Catholic Championships. In 1963, the Maroon Knights were undefeated; ranked No. 1in
ihe ali-division W. Va. State rankings and were the OVAC AAA champions.

Haberfieid coachked two years &l Bishop Donahge, leading the Bishops to the 1969 W,
Wa. Class A Catholic Champlonship; three vears at Waren Local High, named Tri-Valley
Conference Coach of the Year in 1970; one year at Crooksville, leading the Ceramics to the
Ohic Class A Reglonal; five years at Wintersville, engincering a rebuilding of that program;
and two years t Meadowbrook, leading the Colts to their best swo-year won/loss record up
to that poinl

Qutside the OVAC, he coached at Vanlue and Amherst Marion Steele,

He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Baskethall Coaches Associaton Al-Str Game in
1978 and served as the president of District 5 that year.

Haberfield was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Certificate of Merit in 1963, "64
and '69 for contsibutions to West Virginia athletics, was given honorary memberships to the Ohio
District Baskethall Coachies Associations in Disticts 3, 5 and 12; received an OVAC Cenificate of
Recognition for Exemplasy Service in 1982; received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club of
the Upper Ohio Valley's Award for Qutstanding Achievement in 1993 and was a charter member
of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fame m 2017,

Haberfield praduated from West Liberty State College in 1938 and was inducted into the
West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996, A U.S. Navy veteran of the Korean War, he
passed away ia 2007.
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John Simonson (vedis)

John Simonson (Beallsville High Schoo?, Class of 1966). A mauli-
media veteran, he has worked more than three decades in both radio and
telavision covering football and boys® basketball games as a play-by-play
announcer in the OVAC.

Simonson is well-known for his research and prep work regarding athletes
and coaches prior to the broadeasts, compiling results, series records, coach-
ing records, player statistics and other notewornthy information,

Knows as the “Ohio Valley Sports Doctor™, Simonson has served as an
analyst for the WTOV TV "Game of the Week” and contribuzes to that
station’s high school footbalt “playoff watch”,

He also had a weekly sports talk show for 22 years on WW VA radio starting in 1988, While
there, he earned the Wes1 Virginia Sportscaster of the Year awant in 1997,

Simonson has provided assistance over the years to both the OHSAA and WVSSAC foot-
ball playoff computer satings’ groups. He was a recipient of the East Ohic Interscholastic
Athletic Administrator’s Media Award,

He previously served as a voting member for the prestigious Heisman Trophy and many
other awards including the Bear Bryant Coach of the Year award; basketbali's Najsmith and
Waooden awards; and is an efficial donor t he Baseball Hall of Fame in Coopesstown where
he has a lifetime membership.

A graduate of West Liberty State College, he served two years in the 115, Army; was a
teacher at Wheeling Park High School for 31 years {retiring in 2002); and served on the
Usiion Local Board of Education,

Jack Berger (Coaches)

Juck Berger (Shadyside High School, Class of 19443, He founded
Shadyside track in 1961 and was the architect of the DVAC's all-time
championship-wirning bovs’ track program, coaching the Tigers o their
first seven OVAC titles (all in Class AA in a three-class format) from
1968-74 which started an OVAC record strezk of 13 consecutive cham-
pionships extended by his successor and former assistant Fom Vichich.

He was also a co-founder of the Interstate Track Lengue, guiding Shadyside
to seven straigl league titles and a record 46 consecutive dual meet victories.

Berger led Shadyside to the school's first Ohio Class A District title in
1971 and to the Shadyside Relays crowns in the frs year of the event
which he helped establish in 1972 and a ninner-up finish in *73; two Belmont County Relays
championships and runner-up finishes ia the district and regionzl meets,

He also coachied the Tigers' foothall team from 1960-69, posting a 56-36-6 recond.
Shadyside won the OVAC Class A titfe in 1963 with a 7-1-2 record while other op record
teamns under Berger included 9-1 in 1968, 8-2 in 1966 and 7-3 in 1965,

He was honored in Shadyside with "Jack Berger Day™ on June 15, 1974,

Steve Kish, Jr. (oficials)

Steve Kish, Jr, (Bridgeport High School, Ciass of 1965).

His kst of assignments dering a 40-year carver a3 & wresiling official
is impressive, headed by 28 OHSAA State Tozrnaments; five WVSSAC
State Towrnamerts and 30 OVAC Hon Mauck Wrestling Tournaments,
He alse worked the Medina Invitational 28 times and the Walsh Jesuit
Tournament 20 tmes along with 0 Okio Junior High School State
Tournaments.

Among his awards, Kisl received the prestigions OVAC ‘Mr. Mar’
horor in 1989; was selected Ohio Official of the Year in 1997 and 2010;
OVAC Official of the Year in 1997, and West Virginia Official of the
Year in 1999.

He was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the OHSAA
Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the Medina Invitational Hall of Fame in 2003; and most
recently into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame/Ohic Chapter in 2014,

Kish, who retired as an official in 2014 but remains active as an OHSAA observer, camrenily
?{:rve_s s the coordinator of the OVAC Rudy Mumley Ali-Star Fooiball Game's 18-Year

eunion.

Kish graduated from West Liberty State College with a bachelor's degree in Secondary
Education in 1970 and received a master's degree in secondary education administration from
West Virginia University in 1973,

He retired after 43 years as an educator including 36 years as a school administrator, He
taught English from 1969-76 and served as head wrestling coach at Martins Ferry for six
years (1970-76), His duat meet record was 33-16-1 with no Josiag seasons and hie coached 13
sectional champions, 10 district champions, 15 state qualifiers and two state place-winners.
His teams won the 1970 and *73 district titles and he was named East District Coach of the
Year in 1974,

He was then assistant principal a1 Belfaire High School from 1976-78 and principal fram
1978-90 before returning 10 Martins Ferry to serve as Superintendent of Schools from
£990-99. Since that time, he has sesved as Muskingum County At-Risk Coordinator for four
years, assistant principal of Zanesville High School for five years; assistant principal at West
Muskingum High School for two years and as principal a1 West Muskingum Middle School
for two years. He retired in 2012, but spent five months as interim principal at Woodsfield
Elementasy Scheol in 2014,

Among his educaton-related offices were president of the Betmont-Harrison Principal’s
Association; president of the Belmont-Harrison Superintendent’s Association; member of the
OVAC Executive Boaril and a past OVAC president (1982-83 and 1983-84); member of the
Ohio Network: Training and Assistance for Schools and Communities (ONTASC) Executive
Board; and president of the Ohio Valley Weestling Officials Association.

Bob Montgomery (Coaches)

Bob Momtgomery (Moundsvilte High School, Class of 1964), He was
a fixture in the dugout for the Monarchs, serving 42 years as head base-
ball cozch amd amassing an impressive recond of 869-345 which ranks
second in OVAC history behind Magnolia’s Dave Cisar and third in West
Virginia prep history behind John Lowery of Jefferson High and Cisar.

Montgomery coached feams won 24 sectional titles; made the regional
finals 13 times and reached the Class AAA State Tournament five times,
highlighted by the 1985 state champicnship where JM beat Hustington
East, 8-7, in the title game.

His teams captured seven OVAC playoff championships, reaching the
conference playoffs 25 tizees. The Monarchs also capiured seven regular season crowns and
five playoff titles in the Mountaineer League from 1576-86.

Montgomery, who relired following the 2017 season, coached 3% all-stae players and
mare than 70 who played college basebal] including OVAC Hall of Famer Chris Jones. He
is a member of the West Virginia Baseball Coaches Association and the American Baseball
Coaches Association.

He was selected as the OYAC Baseball Coach of the Year tiree Limes and the West Virginia
Coach of the Year five times. He also was lionored as the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan
Co-Man of the Year (with Magnolia’s Cisar) st the 42ad Chartty Awards Banquet in 2009,

Montgomery aise doubled as a respected basketball and baseball official.

A member of the Ohio Valiey Board of Approved Basketbali Officials and a two-term
president, he's been a referee since 1962, working more than 3,000 games inclading 29 state
tournaments including 20 championship games in West Virginia and five toumnaments/three
title games in Ohio. He also officiated collegiate hoops in the West Virginia Conference.

He began umpiring American Legion basebali in 1972 and has worked five West Virginia
State Tournaments while also spending 20 years (1970-94) doing NCAA Division 11 and West
Virginia Conference games including five tournaments,

He was she First West Virginia resident inducted into the DHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in
2008; was the 1989 Official of the Year honoree by the National Federation of Interscholastic
Officials Association and received the Distinguished West Virginian Award in 2012,

Montgomery, a three-spont athlete (football, basebail, baskeiball) at Moandsville High,
gradunted from West Liberty State College in 1969 and obtained his master’s degree in com-
munications from West Virginia University in 1977

Robert Pritchard Amete - 19505)

Robert Pritchard {Wheeling High Schoel, Class of 1953), He is,
histericaily, among the elite wrestiers in OVAC history. He not only led
Wheeling High School to the first state {one-class) championship for an
OVAC member, in 1933, but became the first wrestler from the Ohio
Valley and the state of West Virgiria to win theee state championships.

As a Wildeat sophomore in 1931, ke capared the state one-class 103
pousd state title and followed with consecutive crowas in 1932 and 1953
in the 1§2-pound class.. In the three finals, he defeated grapplers from
Grafton, Beckicy Woodrow Wilson and host Parkersburg.

During that era, Wheeling High and other high school mait teams com-
peted not only against other high schoals, but against YMCA wrestling teams. Pritchard,
nickramed “Bull”, was unbeaten as a sophomore and senior with his only loss in 166
matches to a YMCA grappler from Colismbus, who be later defeated twice, He was unbeaten
against high school campetitors,

The Wildeats® state championship coach was Ed Murphy, assisted by OVAC Hall of
Fame coach Bob Roe, the Wildcats head coach in football and track. Pritchard also credits
Barnesville's Jim Bradfield, who wrestled at Ohio State and led the Wheeling YMCA
wresiling propram, in kis development alosg with his older brogher Rill, whe also wrestled
ot West Virginia U.

After graduation from high school, Bob Pritchard relocated to California and earned a
degree from the University of California-Sacraments, which didr't sponsor a wrestling
team,. However, Pritchard continued to compete on the YMCA level.

Bob Plotz (Atstete - 19405)

Bab Plotz (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946). A Purple Rider
football and track standout, he was co-captain on both Ferry teams as g
senior. He earned first team, one-class Ajl-Ohio and first team AH-OVAC
largest Class AA as the Fred Thomas-coachied Rider went 9-1 and cap-
tured the OVAC championship.

The three-year letterman in hoth foothall and track played in the first
Dhio North-South All-Star Game and continued his statewide perfor-
mance in track when he placed third in the fow hurdles in the Jargest
class state meet,

He eamned a football scholarship to the University of Pitzsbargh where
he became a four-year regular, Staning as a F7-year-old freshman, Plotz was selected to the
All-Opponent team of backyard tival West Virginia University and was selected to the All-
East team. As o senior, he was an honorable mention All- America selection.

Plotz was picked in the 111h round of the National Football League Drafi by the Cleveland
Browns but was also “drafted” by the 11.S, Army and served in the Korean War.

He was inducted into 1the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016.

Geno Sessi (Athiete - 1950)

Ciene Sessi (51, Clairsvitle High Schood, Class of 1956}, He is regarded
as ore of the Red Devils® best-ever mulit-sport athletes white competing
in foothal{ and track.

Er the spring sport, he was the leading scorer twe siralght vears in the
one-class OVAC Track Meet and led his team to three straight titles as
part of six consecutive Red Devil crowns (§952-57) coached by Pave
Porterfield. A sprinter, hurdler aod refay memiber, Sessi led all scorers as
a juniot with 15 172 poinis and as a senior with 14 1/2 points,

In foosball, the 5-foot-8, 174-pound ewo-way back and kick returner
not only set 4 schiool record with 148 points as a senior, but led the Ghio
Valley as well, That mark lasted one year when former seammate Hm Kerr scored one more
point (14%) before the OVAC Halt of Famer went on to start at Penn State and with the
Washington Redskins.

In football, Sessi was All-OVAC largest Class AA two years, All-Valley “Big School” co-
capiain as a senior, All-Eastern Ohio two years and All-Ohio largest Class AA second 1eam
defensive back as a serior. He was a two-time All-Valiey track co-captain.

He eamned a football scholarship w ihe Universisy of lowa where, after plaving on the
freshman team, made a smashing varsity debus as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowns
on three plays (a 36-yard run and pass receptions of 80 and 15 yards) i a school-record
70-13 season-opening rout of Utah State. However, Sessi’s career was cut short with a severe
kneg injury. In the remaining eight games, ke gained only 33 vards and returned o kickoff £7
yards. The knee injury flared up again in spring daills to end his playing career.

Sessi passed away in 2016.
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Don Osby (ailete - 1960s)

Dun Osby (Steubenville High Schocl, Class of 1968), A three-sport Big
Red stalwart, he is reparded as the best-ever track Jong jumper in OVAC
history. He won Ohic’s fargest Class AA long jump title a5 a sophomore
{23-feet, 3-inches) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligible
{over age) a3 a serior.

As a junior, competing on one of the most talented track teams in OV
history, he was ope of 10 All-Valley Big Red selections and one of four
Big Red co-captaing while being cited as “the finest jumnper ever on the
local scene.” That spring, he won the Ohio State meet, the prestigious
Mangfield Relays, OVAC Class AAA, Martins Terry and West Liherty
Relays, the Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet. He also ran a teg on an
OV vecord-setting 42440 relay unit which timed 319 8.

As a sophomore, besides the glate crows, ke won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23-1 34,

Biz Red won its first four OVAC track crowns from 1964-67 with Osby featured on the
last 1wo,

1 football, he was a three-year standout nf end on Ohio-ranked teams with records of
9.1,9-1 and 8-2,

He was also a starter in basketball. He is honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame.

Oshy accepted a football schotarship to the University of lowa and started at wide receiver
a5 a sophomore when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards, third on the team, Afier sitting out
his junior yeas with an injury, he returned as a stasier ai tight end as a senior. He passed away
in early 2818 in Cincinnati.

Bill Tucker (Athiete - 19605

Bill Tucker (Weir High School, Class of 1962). A three-sport Red Rider
athiete, he was a major player on back-to-back simte Class AAA champi-
onship teams before starring in coliege and compeiing five years in the
National Football League.

A two-way back and defensive tackle, he teamed with OVAC Hall of
Famer Bob Kelley 1o lead Weir 10 the 1960 state crown with a 40-0 title
game rout of Miteo. The anchor of the 1963 team, he scored two TDs in
u 26-7 state title win over St. Albans. Both teams finished 10-1, Tucker
earned first team All-State as a senior and third team as a junior. He was
selected capiain of the AILOVAC and All-Valley squads as a senior. In two
seasons, he scored 116 poins and rushed for 1,445 yards. In the annual Okio-W.Va. All-Star
game, he led W.Va. 1o a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP.

He played forward and center in basketball and started on the 962 teamn which went
unheaten ia regular season, won an OVAC title, and ended 24-1 as state Class AAA runner-up
io Beckley Woodrow Wilson, In track, he ran the hurdles, 220- and 44G-yard sprints, and was a
member of 440, 880 and mile relay units in OVAC end state compelition.,

After taking a year off after high school, he accepted a football scholarship to Teanessee
State Eniversity to play for Hall of Fame coach John Merritt. A four-year player, he rushed 281
times for 1,321 yards. He swas selecied to play in the Blue-Gray Classic and Senior Bowl. the
firsi Tiger to play in the latter,

He was drafied by the San Francisco 49ers in the shird round, as the 65th overall selection,
and competed as a fullback for five years in the NFL- - four with the 49rs and one with the
Chicago Bears. In 69 games, he rushed 127 times for 431 yards and 6 TDs and Janded 39 passes
for 496 yards and seven scores.

Tucker, who passed away in 2013, is inducted into the City of Weirton Hall of Fame,
Tennessee State U, Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High Wall of Fame.

Ron Lee (Amlete - 19705)

Ron Lee {Bellaire High School, Class of 1971}, Eee is on the shost Jist of
outstanding running backs who have graced Nelson Field,

The 6-3, 195-pounder carried the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky 1o an B-1-1
mark in his senjor campaign. Bellaire finished second in the OVAC 3A title
chase, {ralling Wintersville. The teams tied 0-D in regular-season play, The
Big Reds finished No. 19 in the UPI Ciass AAA polt, the largest classifica-
tion in the state,

Lee rushed for 989 vards and 16 TBs that fall, His 108 points led the
DVAC 34 in scoring. He also landed 10 passes. Those numbers eamed Lee
first-team All-Valley and AH-OVAC plawdits while being named second-
teamn A-Ohio by UPL He also played in the Ohio Nonh-South All-Star Game,

Lee was also a three-year letterman in baskesball and he was voted the Big Reds® top athiete
as a senior,

Lee’s prep heroics earned him a grid scholarship to WVU. He chose the Mountaineers over
a slew of D1 offers. Freshmen were not eligible to play in those days, Lex, however, enjoyed
a strong campaign with the Mouniaineers' frosh squad, leading the team with 372 yards on 97
carvies in five games.

As a sophomore, Lee moved into the No. 2 fullhack slot, rushing for 304 vards and three TDs
on 76 caries, His toughness was matched by his versatility, sesulting in him being wilized as
fuliback and tailback iis final two seasons.

Lee was the team’s second ieading rusher both of those campaigns, gaining 543 yards a5 a
junior and 623 stripes as a senior, while also leading the team with 10 TDs.

A member of twa WVU Peach Bowl teams, he was selected as No, 74 on the list of 10p 100
all-time WVU football players in the WVU Athletic Department Book, “Saturday Snapshots,”
published in 2015,

His suceess at Morgantown resilied in Lee being chosen in the third round of the NFL Draft
by the Balttmore Colis. He played in 42 games, starting eight, He eaded his Colts’ career with
940 yards on 206 carries.

Keith Vrotsos (Athlete - 1970s)

Keith Vrotses (Martins Ferry High Schoel, Class of 1979). Hpersonified
versatility as an elite level, starring for the Purple Riders in football, bas-
ketball and baseball, the diamond sport proving his pathway to a superb
collegiate careerThe four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball
team baited better than 330 his first two seasons before exploding in
his junior campaign. Vrotsos eamed first-team AU-OVAC, All-Eastern
District and All-Valley honors that campaign after hitting at a robust 458
clip, He conciuded his prep career by turning in a superb senior season.
He compiled a 386 average with 21 RBE. He was again accorded first
team AL-OVAC, All-Eastern District and All-Valley honors, The 5-11,
170-pounder was a four-thne Eastern Olio Baschall All-5tar Game participani.

Vrotsos was also a standout on the gridiron. He excelled as a placekicker as a sophomore,
kicking 19 PATS and one field goal before becoming the Purple’s starting QB his finat two
seasons. Yrolsos completed 49-of- 100 1osses as a junior, good for 331 yards. He alse rushed
for 250 siripes. As a senior, he earned secorid-team Al-Ohio UPI honers after completing
56-cf-111 passes for 581 yards while also rashing for 423 stripes. He also picked off three
passes a5 a defensive back. In additlon to his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named first-leam
AN-OVAC, All-Eastern District and All-Valley. He also played in the OVAC All-Star Game.

He was also a three-year letterman In hoops. The talented point guard averaged some 7
points as a sophomore, 10,1 15 a junior and 9.2 as a senior. He was named second-team
AH-DVAC as a senior. He helped lead the Purple Riders to sectionat titles his final two
campaigns and capped his hoop career by playing in the OVAC All-Star Game.

Vrotsos eamed a Baseball scholarship to Ohio University where he Iettered al} four years and
was named co-captain in both his junior and seaior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats
was outstanding as he batted 341 with 12 doubles, § triple, 7 home runs, 32 RBl and 12 stolen
bases. Vrotsos was a second-team All-Mid- American Conference selection as a senior. He fin-
ished his Bobcat career with a sharp .311 batting average. When e graduated, Vrotsos ranked
in the top 10 in the following categories: games played (157), hits (141}, home runs (15), RBE
(79), doubles (20}, total bases (20, runs scores ($03) and stolen bases (30},

Georgia Dawson (Athlete - 1980s)

Genrgla Dawson (Bellzire High School, Class of 1984}, Dawson was a
tremendous three-sport standout for the Big Reds, excelling in basketball,
volieyball and track & field.

She nchieved a rarity in the reatm of Bellaire athletics, becoming a four-
vear letter-winner in basketball, surpassing the §,000-point plateau while
also grabbing more than 3,000 rebounds. Dawson, who served as hoop
captain s both a junior and senior, was a three-time all-OVAC selection
while making the Ali-Valley {first-team as a senior. Dawson was named
a two-time All-District §2 basketball honorce and was a special mention
al-Ohio choice as a senior.

Dawson was just 23 dominant in volleyball. The thee-year leterwinner served as the
feasm captain in her final two seasans, gamering first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and
senior, dawson was also a three-year standout in track for the Big Reds. In all, she finished
her iliustrious prep career with 10 letters,

Dawson’s athletic success idn't stop after she picked up her Beltaire High diploma as she
took her immense athletic talent to West Liberty State College where she became a four-year
Jeiterwinner in basketball and volleybals. Dawson was the Hillioppers” volleyball captain as
a junior and senior, making the WVIAC All-Conference Team three scasons while being
accorded Yolleyhall Athlete of the Year her senior season.

In basketball, she stili ranks in the top 20 in rebounds in Hilltopper history with 541
caroms.

Dawson was inducted inte both the Bellaire High and the West Liberty halts of fame. She
was honored by the Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan in 1988 snd inducted inte the District
12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017.

Ron Stephens (athlete - 19805)

Ron Stephens (The Linsly School, Class of 1985). He is remembered
as one of the greatest baseball piayers in Linsly history, but the 6-4.
185-pounder was also a gifted gridder and hoopster for the Cadets,

He was twice tabbed Linsly’s baseball MVP. The talented shomsop was
captain of the All-State Class A team as a senjor while being an All-Valley
first-team honoree as both a junior and senior.

Stephens hatted a robust 403 2s a senior with 11 doubles, 29 runs
scored and a school record 28 siolen bases. That same season, he was a
sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA, helping the Cadets win the
OVAC Class 2A crown and script a 20-8 record. Stephens batted 349 as
a sophomore and he hit at a 343 clip as a junior with a pair of grand slans. The versatile
performer was a two-time first team Eastern Ohio Bascball League sefection, eaming player
of the year honors as a senior.

On the gridiron, the wide receiver/defensive back/kick retarner was so dynamic that he
reeeived scholarship offers from many D-1 schoots, including WVU and Pitt. He set an Okio
Vallay record with 61 caiches in 10 games, 2 mark that has sioce been erased, Stephens was
a three-vear starier in football for the Cadets. He was a first-team All-State, All-Valley and
AB-OVAC honoree as a senjor.

He was no slooch in baskesball either, earning first-team AlL-OVAC and second-team
All-Valley honors as a senfor after leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding. He was
third-team Alt-Valley as a jurior,

Stephens was drafied out of high school by the Bostoa Red Sox in the 13th round (413th
overali). He opted, however, to go the collegiate ranks and accepted a baseball scholarship to
the University of Cincignati, AU UC, he was utilized as an infielder, but his meal ticket was
on the mound. He was 6-5 as a junior, Jeading the Bearcais in strikeouts and a 3.84 ERA.
He was selected by the Chicago White Sox in the 58th round after his junior campaign and
played in the minor leagues for five seasons. advancing 1o the AAA level with the Vancouver
White Sox of the Pacific Coast League. He retired after the 1992 season.
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Eric McGhee (Athiete - 1990s)

Eric McGhee (Wheeling Centrai High School, Class of 1931). There
have been a lot of football standouts come through the Marcon Knights'
program and {his multiple-time all-state selection is right near the sop
of the Jist.

Actuatly, McGhee was a standout in three Tons during his time at
Central, but it was on the feotball field where he left his Siggest mark.
En mute to winning the Kennedy Award, which is presented 10 West
Virginia's top prep player, 25 a senior, MeGhee rushed for a modern Obic
Valley record of 2,479 yards on 307 carries in 12 games while scoring
30 1ouchdowns. All 1old, he finished with 34 souchdowns and more than
3000 alk-purpose yards. Also a standout on the defengive side of the ball, McGhee had
four interceptions, retusned a fumble recovery for a touchdown and scored E92 total points,
whicl was the best in the Mountain State that season. As a junior, MeGhee finished second
in the Kennedy Award balloting after leading the Ohio Valley in rushing. He accomulated
1,365 yards on 201 carries. He scored 28 touchdowns en the ground and 172 total points 1o
leadl the state, Along with his afi-state and Kennedy Awards, McGhee was also recognized as
the Gatorade Player of the Year, Morgantown Touchdown Club Player of the Year, all-USA
Today team and the Touchdown Ciub of Atlanta also recognized MeGhee's efforts. Locally,
the awards were obviously plentiful, foo, He was twice named captain of the all-Valiey
Small-School team and he was captain of the all-OVAC Class AA team.

After his prep career, McGlhee accepted an offer to attend Bowling Green State University,
He played two years and served primurily as a kick retumer. He was a part of the Falcons’ 1992
team which finished 10-2 and won the Las Vegas Bowl. He led the team in kickoff retums with
14 for 269 yards that season, including 125 yards against Wisconsin. He played two seasons of
professional football for the Steel Valley Smash,

Along with his football exploits, MeGhee was part of the Maroon Knights™ 1990 Class AA
state championship basketbal] team. He was also the OVAC Class AA baseball player of the
vear after serving os the Knights' lead-off hitter.

* Wildeat maide n decisfon to focus on the sport of wresiling as a youngster,

Kelly Shields (Aete - 19905)

Kelly Shields (Edison High Scheol, Ciass of 1993). This former

and it was a decisien 1hat paid the wltimate dividends.

A four-vear mainstay for the Wildcats, Shields helped to put Edison on
the map at the state level through his exploits on the mat duriag his career
which saw him rack up 137 career wins.

Shields is one of just nine OVAC wrestlers to win four championships
at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament. He won the 1990 and
1991 crowns at 103 pounds; bumped up a class to 112 in 1992 and then
captused his fotrth title at 119 as a seniar,

The success didn't end inside what was ther known as the Wheeling Civic Ceater as
Shields put forth a brilllant career a1 the state level, 100, becoming a constant at the Nutter
Center an the campus of Wright State University.

Shields was a four-time state gualifier and claimed the Division H, 103-pound state cham-
pionship as a sophomore, He finished 37-1 as a senlor, dropping his first-round match in the
state tournament which, at thag iime, eliminated him from the toummament.

Shields won the district championship as o freshman, sophomere and senior. Afier his
senior season, Shields was recognized as the OVAC Wrestler of the Year ot 119 pounds. He
was also named an All-American by the National High School Wrestling Team.

Upor graduation, Shicids enrolled at Kent State Univessity with intentions of continuing
his wrestling career, however he suffered a knee injury which led 1o the end of competitive
wrestling. Shiclds' abilities also eamned a spot on Team Ohio, which allowed him to travel to
places such as Hawaii, Australia and New Zealand in the summer of 1992,

Adam Hoppel (Athtete - 20005)

Adaem Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 2004), Whether it
was on {he football field or the wrestiing mat, this talented athlete shined
brightly during afl four years of kis prep career.

In football, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay for Coach Rich Wright's
team. He was & part of two undefeated teams and three playoff qualifiers
us a standout on both lines.

A three-time, fiest-team all-Eastern District pick, Hoppel shined along
the defensive line, nccumnulaling 237 career tackles and 26 sacks in his
career.

Along with all-district, Hoppel was named second-team all-Ohio as a
senior. He was a three-time all-OVAC selection and multiple-time pick for the Columbiana
County and Quad County gll-star teams.

in wrestling, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay, Qualifying for the OHSAA Division 11 State
Toumament in each of his seasons, Hoppel was a four-time sectional and three-time district
champion. In Columbus, he placed tliree times. As a sophomore, Hoppel had his arm rodsed as
a state champion. He was runner-up in both 2003 and 2004, As a freshman, he qualified and
won two matches, but onty six wrestlers placed at that time,

En addition to his efforts in the postseason, Hoppel was a four-time champion at the OVAC
Tournament. Whea he accomplished the feat in 2004, Hoppel was just the fousth wrestler
ever 10 do so.

He finished his mat career with a Beaver Local record of 154 victories.

After electing to pursue a football career, Hoppel signed with the University of Cincinnaii
where he became a starter in 2006 along the defensive line. As a senior, he collected 38
tackles, had an imerception and a fiumble recovery, He had his career high of seven iackles ir
the Papajohins com Bowl. Hoppel sigied an undrafted free agent with the Cleveland Browns,
but was released prior to the start of the season.

Zach Collaros (aintete - 20005)

Zach Collaros (Steubenvilie High Schaol, Class of 2067). Eligible
for induction for the first time, this former Big Red multi-spod standout
was a no-brainer.

During his prep career, it didn’t matter the sport that Collaros played.
He simply shined in them nfl, carning four letters in basketball, baseball
and football. However, it was on the football field for Coach Renc
Saccoccla’s team where Collaros made arguably his biggest impact,

Collaros was a threg-year starter at quarterback and amassed an incred-
ible 41-1 record while helping to lead Big Red 1 back-io-back 15-0 siate
champioaship in 2005 and 2006, During those seasons, he broke every
Sieubenville passing record.

As a senior, en roule to first-team all-Ohio and state player of the year honors in Division
111, Collaros passed for 2,550 yards and 30 touchdowns against just four interceptions. He
alse sushed for 15 touchdowns and 720 yards. All told, he passed for 4,306 yards and 53
touchdowns, while running for 1,304 yards and 25 souchdowns,

Collaros wasa't a one-way player, cither. He shined at defensive back, recording 14
interceptions. He ran six of l?ymsc back for tonehdowns, while also recovering five fumbles
and scoring twice.

On the basebalf field, Collaros was the stanting shortstop basically from day one of his
caseer for Coach Fred Heatherington’s ultra-suceessful program. He started on the Big Red
slate ruaner-up team in 2004 and had the team’s lone kit in the game,

For hiis career, Collaros batted 407 with 100 RBI, 122 runs scored, 17 doubles, eight
triples and two home runs,

n basketbail, Collaros earned fiesi-team all-OVAC as a funior and senjor, He fiished his
career with 1,203 career points, which is fourth-best i Steubenville history. He averaged
19.8 points a game as a junior and 16 as a senior.

Upon completing kis prep career, Coltaros accepted a scholarship to play footbali at
Cincirnati. He was a four-year letterman with the Bearcats and became the team’s starting
quarterback as a junior.

He earned all-Big East honors afier passing for 2,502 vards and 26 touchdowns. He jed
the conferenve in passing yards per game {263.8), paing yards (2902) and total offense
{282.2). As a senior, he passed for 1,940 vards and 15 touchdowns, but missed more than
three full games with an injury before seturning 1o quarterback the team to victory in the
Liberty Bowl,

He finished his UC career with more than 5,000 passing vards and 50 touchdowns, becom-
ing only the second quarterback i school history to accomplish such a feat,

Collatos signed as an undralled free agent with the Tampa Bay Buccancers, but was lazer
released. He's spent the five seasons as the starting quarterback for the Hamilton Ticats and
was iraded to the Saskatchewan Roughriders in 2018,

Congratulations to all of the OVAC Hall of Fame
inductees and ‘Legends of the OVAC’ honorees. You
have helped to make the OVAC the largest and greatest

high school conference in the nation!
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005

V. Everett Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Brinkman Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

Legends Qf OVAC: member‘ schools honors those great athletes who -played or coached in the Ohio Wﬂley
prlor tothe ﬁ?f'mation af the corniferéncein 1943 or who played or coached after that dare but befare:
thetr school becamie a member af the conference. . . i

V E verett Bnnkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923)

One of only three13-letter winners in football, basketball, bnscbzl!l ond track at Wheeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game
as n freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching,

A pianeer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 0 a combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals, The 1938 and 1950 leams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940
and 1943. The "40 and "43 teams lost but once.

Brinkman nlso coached football for 14 years — six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union, Four of
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff era; 1928 and 193] Union, both unbeaten, and ot Wheeling in 1934 and 1537. The '34 team was
unbeaten but twice tied.

He also was a top-Hight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officials’ orgrnizations.

Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W, Va, Wesleyan Sports.

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (wellsville High School, Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracied national attention and was profiled in numerous books, notional magazines and
major newspapers. Two books were written on his career.

The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from lrondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscared six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up
Steubenville and handed W, ¥a. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per
game nverage. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junier College. In 1954, he averaged 46.5 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madisen Square Garden, Boston Garden snd Miami Beach Auditorium.

The NAIA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He atso played in the Eastern mnd ABL pro leagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Closs of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setling professional football placekicker, but he was much more.

In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 foothall team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field geal in high school,

He played foothall as a freshman st Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967,

When he retired, he was pro foothall’s all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had
conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Groza Award is given annually o college foatball's top placekicker,

A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on {our All-American Conference tille teams.

"The Pro Foothall and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry.

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor.

The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also lefi an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football
League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Fooiball and the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans.

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his tean to an urbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the Enst-West Game
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player.

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994, One of the Packer
practice fields is named in his honor.

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his iotals now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points
and averaged 40.8 yards punting.

Calvin Jones (Sieubenville High School, Class of 1952)
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis bt is best known for {ootball.

At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 recond and Otio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville
team its only two losses.

In football, the All-Ohio Lineman selected the University of towa over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America
teams at guard, including a record 15 in 1954, As team captain, he esmed the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interier lineman and became one of only two
consensus All-America plcks at Jowa, where he played both offense and defense.

A member of the College Foolball and Helms Athletic Fourdation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Jown Hall of Fame class and is a member of the
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by lowa, one of only two at the school.

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Iilustrated.
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Bernie Russ Carl Bernie Jule
Allen Craft Hamill Mehen Rivlin

" Legends of OVAG meniber schools Ranors thase gredt aflileres who played or coaghed in the O Valiey
. prior to the formation of the conferenice in 1943 or w dior coached ufter that date but befor

Bernie Allen (Esst Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

A 10-keiter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 fooball team; o regular basketball player on team which upset
unbeaten Stevbenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-stale baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Siar Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio foothall
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game,

At Purdue University, he earned six letters as foothall quarterback and basebali shortstop and was team MYP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball.

Allen enmed National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio State, He was Purdue's Quistanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins, After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major
league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees ond Montreal Expas. In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Fresh for the
American League Rookle of the Year honors. He batted .269 with 12 home nims in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hal! of Fame game in Cooperstown, N.Y,

He’s been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifih inductee into the Purdue Hall and was o charter inductee into the Enst Liverpool Hall of
Fame. He's also in the Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (welisburg High School, Class of 1939)
He was a three-sport performer in football, basketball and basebnll for the Omange Knights ond eamed All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football back.

Craft played football, baseball and ran track ot the University of Alabama, where he was n two-way back regular in football and eamed second team All-Southensterit
Conference honors.

Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphin Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight sensons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick retumer and was selected to the
All-Time Engles’ Team. He played on Eagles’ teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named 1o the Pro Bow! in 1951 and
1952, He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game ngainst the Candinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950.

Crafi is credited s the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951, He ended his NFL career in two seasons ps a player-assistant coach with the
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films® presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retum,
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Etroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams,

Craft is inducted into the W, Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922)
Alegendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring era.

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including o 111-10
mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss, Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won (he first-ever WYSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that schoo) year, he coached the 1950 baseball team
to its second state one-class crown (the olher was in 1943}, The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional tille game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia “Coach of the Year™ for high school and college all sponts.

In basketball, be gulded Weir to a 370-127 record and six state toumament benhs, Weir wis minoer-up in 1942,

Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee inio the Ohio
Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on o
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his bonor,

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Ohio Valley athlete 1o be selected first teamn all-state basketball three straight years, he led ihe Wildeats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0
record in 1938,
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 654 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 caresr
games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era.
He Iater eamed All-America and All-Southenstern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. Afier serving in World War II, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992.

Jule Rivlin (Trindelphia High School, Class of 1935)

He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led (he Triads to o 20-1 record in 1934, He nlso was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class stale track
meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yords, 228 for 220 yards and was a member of the medey relay winning unit.

At Marshall College, he was one of the first guands to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors
while setting o school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He [ater coached the Marshall hasketball team to two
Mid Amerien Conference titles.

He played professionally with the Toledo Jzeps and was player<coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52.

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation's best pro teams ineluding (he Harlem Globetrotters.

He was & 1980 charter inductes into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sperts, Marshall and Upper Ohio

Valley Dapper Dan.
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Rudy Mike Les Charles ‘Doc’ Jim ‘Monk’
Baric Basrak Carney Hartwig Moscrip

-Legends aof OVAC member schools honors:those great athletes who played or coached in.the Ohio Valley .-
pnor to the fannafw' -of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached dafter that date but beforc R
" ..their school-became a member of the conference.

Rudy BGTIC (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first team All-W.Vz. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section
finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen to a state tournament berth and the school’s best-ever record of 23-2.

At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York’s
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed-
ed last in the eight-teamn event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team’s only 6-footer was the team’s leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-
ed tournament MYP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record.

In 1943, with WYU coach Dyke Ragse in the armed services, Baric served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 gomes.

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hali of Fame class and is a W, Va, Sporis HOF inductee.

Mike Basrak (Belaire High School, Class of 1931)

The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds’ career and eamed All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the
first college All-America player from Bellnire and the first in Duguesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial
banner above the fromt entrance to the City Building.

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basmk. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Carney (Winersville High School, Class of 1952)

A 10-letier winner in four sports — football, basketball, baseball and track — for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game
in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren, Wintersville, however, didn’t join the OVAC until 1955 after Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University.

As a sophomore OU running back, he eamed honorable mention Ali-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military
service,

After returning, he led the Bobeats® track team to the 1938 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA
220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records,

Camey was drafied by the NFL Baltimore Colls, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track
meets. He eamed a spot on the U.S, weam for the 1959 Pan-American Games #nd won a silver medal at 200 meters,

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and eamed a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals,
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds, Camey’s time of 20.6
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930)

An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh, He played for
Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain,
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season.
The 1934 Pilt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record,

He nlso played in the East-West Shirine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan’s Gerald Ford, o future U.S. president.

Hartwig became n national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored.

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athietic department.

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hantwig Field, afier the school’s only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ Moscrip (Aden High School, Class of 1931)

He earned 10 letters in three sports — football, basketball and baseball — ond was an All-Easternt Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred
Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19, He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament,

After spendmg a year at Kiski Prep in Salisburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-paunder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed
“Vow Boys" team — so named for vowing not to 1ose to Southern California during their career, Moscrip and teamnmates kept their promise and defeat-
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team o play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip,
a two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game.,

He was selected by the old NFL Brookiyn Dedgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was 1wo seasons with the Detroil Lions,

A member of the Ali-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Footbail Hall of Fame,
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Ernie Bell East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953).

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the Intemational News Service
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. :

The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphiz, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Snndusky, 13-13.

Opposing teams found it almost impossible 10 keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season,

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career.

An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was o member of the winning Nonth team in the annual Ohio North-South game.

John Blatnik Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which
ndvanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division.

The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals,
In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchte! in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals.

Baseball wos where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high schoo! and
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the suruner. Between his junior and senior prep sezsons, he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland-Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League, He then competed, as & first baseman and outfielder,
in Fargo, N.D., and Charleston, W, Va,, before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being
called up by the Philodelphin Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league slops, from 1948-56
before retiring from baseball.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (Stcubenville High School, Class of 1933),

Alegen early em four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state
competition from 1929-32,

He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records afier 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted unlil the early 1950s.

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Sieubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
the Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951,

Kenny Gnﬁ'ith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937).

He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record, It ended a
school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwooed Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Bronddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Femer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
lust two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season.

In 1941, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed
in a national All-Star game in Chicago.

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, e was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team.

After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

Jim Keane (Linsly Mititary Institute, Class of 1941),

The Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and
received a football scholarship to the University of lown. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago.

A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Foothall League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship game.

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.
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Tom Kinkade (toronto High School, Class of 1938)

He was 1 football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in footbatl at Ohio State University.

As a senjor in high school, he led Toronto 10 a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season.
The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-4% to state tournament-bound Bridgeport.

The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with n 25-point average, Toronto averaged 53 points
a game.

In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort
at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years.

A quarierback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letlerman and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football.

Fred Negus (Mariins Ferry High School, Class of 1940)

He was a three-spori, three-year Purple Rider athlele in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as r junior center and senior full-
back while serving as team captain in two sports.

After a yeor in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record
team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earmed All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and
alse lettered in track. After a year in the active U.8. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafied by the NFL's Cleveland
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team
against the Chicago Bears.

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears.

In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis.

Charlengeabnght (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937)

He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginin one-class horors in football
and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus
o state tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling.

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball.
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted 300 as a left-handed haseball first baseman and played guard
in basketball.

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.

in 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. Afier the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1847 leam
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 19705 on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981,

Nick Skorich (Belire High School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Big Reds’ athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honots ns o football center while playing on three teams
which won titles in the QVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1.

He eamed a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections,

Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the
Steelers before tarning to coaching — first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphin before becoming
Eagles' head couch for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns’ staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004.

Moffat Storer (The Linsly School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Chio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash,

An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the
1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972,

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starling back in the 1942 Rose Bowl gaeme against Oregon State. It was
ptayed in Durhiam, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War IT in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and
led the sprint relay wnit to o victory in the prestigious Penn Relays.

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, afier graduntion, served in the armed forces.

He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years, and is deceased.
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F 10 d B aker The groduate of Wittenberg University left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45,

He put Bndgeport High on the roundball map during a golden ern from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three stright 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3,
all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state toumament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
1938, o team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56.

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success end became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad.

He started the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams.

His final six Ferry tewns won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hail of
Famer Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942, The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of
Famer Alex Groza, won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He
left Ferry for o job in Richmond, Ind.

Carl Ho, pel {Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Evereut and Lee Hoppel, a famous wresiling family known
thronghout Ohto, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959, Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he coutd have been n four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
n junior and senior to become a three-time champion,

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi-
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 “Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers.”

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions
— three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High,

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric.

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team all-stote basketball honors three times, The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was n
conference forerunner of the OVAC,

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three yeats that Dick Mehen was a starter.

As g senjor, Mehen scored 556 points to lend the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300
points, & high total for that em,

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA eru, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin,

Will Robinson (sieubenville High School, Cluss of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, basketball, baseball and track, he was the
“T” guarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck)
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback.

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio staie tournament.

At West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teamns in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.

He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes
at Cass Tech and Pershing High School.

In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university — Ilinois State — where he coached Olympion and NBA player
Doug Collins, After five winning sezsons, he retumed to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons” staff us o scout.

He's ulso o member of several Halls of Fame including W. Vao. State, lllinois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at
age 96, in 2008,

Jde Simons {New Cumberland High School, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919,
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was n four-year, four-sport (football, baskeiball, baseball, track) performer at the schoal
which was merged, slong with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, to eam first
team all-state football honors.

At West Virginia University, he was o four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback nnd fullback s well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team,
the only unbeaten team in schoal history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 tesm and is o member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team,

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros, He also became athletic director and started the football program at old St.
Franeis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W.
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency.
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Bob Bentg (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance runining scene while setting
school 1,600 and 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books.

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books.
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the siote meet 2-mile run.

As 3 senior, Bentz was undefeaied in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He eamed All-America status by placing
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La.

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors,

Charles “Punque” Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of
Fame and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-year
record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40.

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame
chendis George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western
Pennsylvania.

In a pre-playoff ern, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio siate charnpions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads.

From 1922-26, B%Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They
had 35 shutouts in 46 pames. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts.

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from i919-39 and also coached the tennis team. '

As a high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978,

Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943), A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selecied captain of the 1943 one-class
West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional woumoment, were to 26-1 record state
chamfpicm Wheeling High.

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference.

He enrolied at the University of North Carolinz in the Naval ROTC program and eamed second teamn and first team All-America honors in two
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All-
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring, Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. B hangs from the rafters
of the Dean Smith Center.

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats® 1947 NIT title team and the 1948
NCAA championship squad led bf' fellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer.

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years.

Casimir Mﬁyslinsld (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big
Red 1eam, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge.

He entered West Point in the Jast pre-World War 1T class and under the stepped-up wartime program, be graduated in three years with a B.S. in

engineering.

I%:: serveg as captain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec-
ton as a 6-foot, 195-pound center, He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation’s outstanding lineman in 1943.

After graduation in 1944, Myslinski eniered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952, In 1956, he became head of the
Physical Education Depaniment at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served s Athletic Director at the University of Pitisburgh.

e was selected U}J er Chio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977,

Myslinski died in 893

Norman “Wild Man” Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945}, He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man
footbal) teams at the smaller enrollment schools,

The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tornados,

After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S, Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he
played football and basketball.

A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he i)la ed eight seasans from 1950~
57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, nlong with Reggie Whiie, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles’ honor roll.

Willey is credited as the reason the NFL siarted charting defensive sacks after it was reporied he was unofficially credited with |7 sacks against
New:lr Yor%( Giunts’ quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952, He eamned the nickname “Wild Man” from his pass rushing resulting in opponents’
yardage fosses.

An E1ductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State Sports Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a “Norman Willey Day” on Sept.
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming “Home of Wild Man Willey” were erected at the emrance o the town as well as ot Valley High School,
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Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of m four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the star
of the most successful team pro}gmm in state history. He ca individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning semior time of 15:44.2. Th
Redskins started a record run of eight straipght state team titles, with Carna the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986, The 1986 team wen
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was rinked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Carna as an All-American selection.

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns —the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as .
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000, 9:1& at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985,

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten ani
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division 1 National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Jim George {Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-game win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 194745
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin,
their ar varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

In thall, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record —second best in school history — and the Jefferson County title.

He accc‘i)tcd a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and re for the Orangemen. He became the onl;
Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join tﬁe Air Force.

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in
school history, including an un regular season in 1934 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points — second most
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Vall? record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 averuge in regular season, He
scored 74 pomts against New Athens —second best in Ohio Valley history at the time — and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws,

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he alsc was honared on the 1955 ﬁv:—gl:ﬂgl'ﬁrstteamAIl-OhioGassB selections l&zﬂﬂmeﬂn‘ecmagnmmm

The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a ont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two
seasons.

Howell, who also played on the Orioles’ six-man football teamn and baseball team, enrolled nt West Virginia State before joining the armed services,
He returned to Fiushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990,

Dave Jones (Jewet-Scio High School, Class of 1981), The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valleijin scoring his last two seasons with
av}tgagl':jssof 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored & Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12
rebounds a game as a senior,

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as afunior. His
baskethall jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Velley Post-1950 Team
by The Intelligencer newspaper.

A three-sport, 11-letter winner, be was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the “Small Schools” with 51 receptions for 766 yards.
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as & high jumper.

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regulat a9 a junior.

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif,

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Ti%;_lr 1o earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title {Class B) In school hi A Playﬁ for OVAC Hall of Fame coach e Stmg:r, he
starred in the 27-12 state tile game victory over Romney. He was selected first team s B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley "Smuall
School™ team. He also started for West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National
All-American High School Team honors,

In basketball, be led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the schoal’s best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He
hed a gan:jeﬂ high of 44 points against Pine Grove, Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State dent Basketball Toumament
in Sistersville.

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship.

i numerous major colleges for football, he enrolied at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and
punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as o senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was in Spoats Mlustrated for a major rol
in Purdue’s upset of No. 1 Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitied “The Greatest Moments in Purdus Football History.”

Mikes ﬁl:liyed on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game.

He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg.
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John ‘Zip’ Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The former Bobcat was one of the first 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops
history. He fimshed his four-year high school career with 1,271 poiats, which still ranks fifth on the all-time Bobcat scoring charts.

In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bobcals’ single-game
school record and was the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkvilie's Ken Alessi, o charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record with 70
points in 1949 versus Shndyside.

Behen wound up with 454 points as a senior while leading the Bobceats to a second straight 18-2 record.

As 2 junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore 1otal for a 10-10 recoed team was 302 points, He started his career as a freshman with 129 points for a 16-2
record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62-16 record.

Behen played one season at West Virginia Uaiversity, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average.

In 2007, Cambridge High School retired Behen's jersey number 18.

Ken Cunmngham {Enst Live I High School, Class of 1961). A three-sport Potter athlete, he earned All-Ohio honors in basketbail and football and
was the Ohic High School Basketball %r of the Year selection for 1960-61 hy The Associated Press, the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American team.

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Patters’ all-time leading scorer in basketball, including a school-record 41 points in o game while scoring 439
season points for a 24-point per game average. He also led the Potters in scoring as o sophomore and junior.

In football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Most Yaluable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Eastern
Ohio and All-County selections. He also played three baseball seasons for the Potters,

He accepted a basketball scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as fitkist in 1962 when he was a
freshman. As a sophomere on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago.

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assists as a junior and (he three-year letterman was elected team captain as a senior.

He later returned to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach at Akron University for three seasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently
resides in Stow, Ohio.

Russell ‘Tuss’ Edwards (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1923). He was an honored, record-setting Purple Rider athlete who served as team
captain of football, basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All-Valley halfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior season, he
set record which was listed as an Ohie Valley record for several years. He scored 56 poinis on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blanking
of Coshocton.

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a “major college” footbali power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is
named, He played his final three years as a regular end for coaches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior, he was All-East and eamed some second team All-
America honors.

After rejecting an offer 1o play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he returned to the Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena, Warwood and
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls” basketball team was 18-0 and the boys” hoop team had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, a Stanford University All-American who staried in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys’ basketball tearn took a 21-0
record to Chieago to compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament, The Cadets won two games before bowing in the guarterfinals.,

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball Lengue in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeking Jaycees’ Citizen of the Year in
1956. In 1984, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). The most honored athlete in Scio High history, he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring records
which remain six decades later, He was the second Eastern Ohio athlete to twice eam first team, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was
one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored
744 points in 30 games as a junior, second best in Ohio & Alessi. Hugh scored 1,386 points in 55 games for an average of 25 points during his last two seasons.

The 6-foor-3 forward scored a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96-50 win over New Athens, He also scored 50 in an enrlier 96-36
rout of New Athens.

In his senior season, he led the Pantherss to their best-ever season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games, and the Harrison County and sectional tournaments, before
bowing to Strasburg in the district. In his four seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 26-4 and a regional tourney benth, 22-5 and 16-3.

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. The four-year record was 26-5-1.

He played freshman basketball at Ohio University.

Joel Jones cWeirion Dunbar High School, Class of 1954). The first graduate of o segregated high school to be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-season
foothall standout for the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member of a nationally-ranked Michigan State University team.

At Durbar, the 6-foot-1, 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1953 teains which defented
the other Ohio Valley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team’s leading scorer and ground-gainer his last two seasons
and was a multiple-year all-star.

In mi ero when many college athletic teams were segregated, his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn Stae, Indiana and West Virginia State, then a national
contender in the black college ranks. He enrolled on his own at Michigan Stute and walked on to the football team. In his four seasons at the school, the Sparians
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan. 1, 1956 with Jones at defensive end. He leutered two seasons and played guard and
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he eamed some all-star recognition.

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the Jineup.

After college, he remained in Michigan, where he currently resides, as o high school educator and was a counselor at Henry Ford High Scheal in Detroit.

106




@ LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2014 @

Connie
Sanford

FPorter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal ern, this Potter shooting whiz nlso noted
for his passing finesse was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring,

He tallied 408 points during a senior season when the Polters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump after
every goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and teamns, generally increased with the faster, unjn[errupteg(fluy.

In ]}!referalof low scoring gaines, the four-year Potter performer set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 points three times dur-
ing his final season.

Ele was recognized on local all-star teams, but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associnted Press in 1939,

Mackey, who was amonF the charter induciees into the East Liveg:ool HiFh School Sports Hall of Fame, is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the
school’s finest high school cager, He retired to Peoria, Ariz,, and is dec .

Connie Sanford Richardsen (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982). A 10-time, three-sport All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree regarded as
the best atl-reund female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by earning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors.

As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the floor. As a junior, she had
norms of 25.2 peints and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomiore averages were 17.6 g)oints and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totnls were 1,254 points and 855 rebounds with three Al-PVC selections plus team MVYP honors.

She also was a four-time AI-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball,

A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding (14.2) as a senior and
earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-captain, stie was twice AIlFOAC. She scored 1,691 career points
with a school record 1,161 rebounds.

The winningest coach in Otterbein College history, she just completed her 23rd season with o 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville,

Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High Schoot, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Ironman scorer earned All-Chio Valley Athletic
Association (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-state selection before eaming college and professional fame, The OVAA
was the predecessor to the OVAC.

After high schoal, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces before enrolling at Marshall in 1944, He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu-
ated in 1948 with a school career record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 recard 1947 team which won the
school’s only national championship, the NAIB (now NAJA) Toumament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Little All-America honors as a junior
and second team as a senior, He has been featured with a full-page photo in the Marshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into
the Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame, He also is in the NAIA PE’EFOFFMHE..

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. | in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him
in 1948. He played the 1949 season before retumning to the Ohio Valley to be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from
1950-52 in the Tri-State Pro Basketball Lea;itlje. He then served as basketball coach from 1952-54 at St. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided
the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Florida where he passed away in 2006,

John Wood (Magnolin High School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat football player is the only Blue E.'J]g]e athlete selected as captain of the All-West
Vngitrl,ila nne-?lfhsg {1'01101' roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948, This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given to the
state Player o ear,

He played quanterback, running back, defensive back, drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shified from
running back as a sophomere and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schoals. One of the
losses was 14-6 to overall state champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood 1o its All-Opponent Team.

‘Wood also was a two-year basketball tenm captain and a standout tennis player in summer tournaments,

He accepted a football scholarship to the University of Pitisburgh, then a national 6powt:r which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He Olélg'ed three seasons,
mostly at defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaien Notre Dame, 26-0 as WP broke the gnme
open with a long inierception return. He also played in the 1937 Rose Bowl win aver Washington, 21-0.

Afier graduation, he tumed to callege conching/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern beforejoinin% the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown, Conn.
He was head basketball coach from 12947-68 and also coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970,

Bill Young (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). He was a three-sport standout in 2 Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry
teams which won, or shared, two Ohio state championships in 1941.

He was the only sophomore starter on the Lou Groza-led 1941 basketball team which czll.gped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketbal! tearn
title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school, He was named All-Tournament. Later that year, the junior led Ferl?r to a 10-0 regular season football
record and ap invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state title. The teams tied, 14-14. In regular season, Ferry outscored 10 foes by 333-19
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenville,

The rare four-year Rider football letterman and three-year basketball starter on teams with records of 27-2, 22-3 and 24-1, he was team captain in both
sports, As a senior on the 24-1 record state semifinalist--the first unbeaten regular season team in school history, he was team MVP on o squad featuring
soPhorm)re Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Famer and later collel%e All-America and Olympic star,

n 1942, Young became the first Rider to wear football jersey No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the team’s top player. He also played baseball,

After uation, he eniered U.S. military service before returning to enrol! at West Liberty State, He starred on three teams which lost cmg( one game. He
eamned Little All- America and Small All-America honots in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference
career total offense record until the 1970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame, Young retired (o live in Manins Ferry and is deceased.
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Cathy Clark Borich (Fort Frye High School, Class of 1986). She is the all-time lead-
ing career scorer at one of the area’s top roundball programs, The four-year performer
scored 1,598 points during & consistent career with 180, 444, 475 and 495 points in
each of her seasons, She also charted 430 career rebounds and 263 career assists,

After eaming All-Otio Division I menton as a junior, she was tabbed first team
AN-Ohio as a senlor and was District 12 D-11 Player of the Year. She was a three-time
All-Pioneer Valley Conference honotee and twice first team All-Eastern District and
District 12,

Afier her senior year, she played in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and
the District 12 AH-Star Game.

The Lady Cadets were 69-32 in her four seasons with four section titles and two
Pioneer Valley Conference crowns.

As pood as she was in high school, she may have been better in college.

Al Marietta College, she not only set the schood scoring record but also the all-time
Ohio Athletic Conference standard of 2,311 points.

The four-time first team All-OAC honoree was selected a first team NCAA Division
M1 All-American as o senior and was the OAC Player of the Year her final two seasons
while serving as Pioneer team captain.

After her senior season, she was accorded the OAC’s highest honor, the Clyde Lamb
Scholarship, and the Marjettn College Betty Cleland Awnrd.

She carrently holds six Marietta College records. Besides the career point mark, she
set standards for game scoring {42), seascn scoring (636). career goals (939), career
goal attenpts (1,918), free throws made in a game (18), season assists (209) and career
assists (501}

She has been inducted Into three Halls of Fame — Marietta College, Mid-Ohio
Valley Sports and the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall.

Hutchinson (Fusior) Hart (ondale High School, Class of 1944). The 5-foot-8,
160-pounder was a two-sport prep standout in basketball and football for this tiny
school in norihern Jefferson County.

As 1 senior, he earned first team, five-player All-Ohio Class B honors in basketball
when only two classes {Class A & B) were selected. The Class A first unit included
QVAC Hall of Famer Alex Groza of Muortins Ferry.

Hart scored 350 points as a senior including several 20-30 point games and also was
cited for his defensive play, A highlight was during the Jefferson County Tournament
when Irondale upset Yorkville, the defending Ohio Class B chamipion, by 64-41 as
Hart nearly matched the entire Ductillite tenm with o rare at-the-time 40 points on 16
goals and eight free throws.

In football, Hart was a mercury-heeled running back whose forte was

Hart enrolled at Delaware State University where he competed in foo basketball
and track. In 1986, he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame.

After college, he served in the ULS, Navy and was a high school teacher/coach for
severnl years in Mound Bayou, Miss., and then tght and coached in Dover, Delaware
at William Henry Comprehensive High School {the only black high school in the
county) and m Dover High School. He passed away at age 6% on May 21, 1995 at his
home in Felion, Delaware.

Trondale became part of the Stanton Local consolidation which is now pant of the
Ediscn schools,

Brian Hesson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1993). He was o major cog in the
Redskins' running dynasty of the 1980s ard 1990s, helping Caldwell win Ohio state
cross country championships in 1990, ‘01 and ‘91, gradunting one year befare his
school joined the OVAC.

The distance nmner copiured three slate titles in cross country and five in rack —
two each in the 3,200 meters and 1,600 meters plus one as a member of a 3,200-meter
retay unit. All told, he was a 17-time All-Chion in the two sporis.

After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet os a freshman, he won the e
trifecta with times of 15:35, 15:30 and 15:20 in his final three years.

A four-time All-Chioan in cross country, he was cited as a three-time prep All-
American. He competed in the Foot Locker National Cross Country championships
thres times, placing 15th, 3rd and 8th. He also was a member of the 1994 Junior
National Teamn.

Recruited to run cross country and trck by the University of Alabama, he became
o fourletterman in both indoor and outdoor track. He eamed All-Southeastern
Conference honors three limes and comg:ted in three NCAA Track Championships.

He scored in three events in the 1997 SEC Championship Meet — running n 3(k24
in the 10K on Friday, o 9:19 in the Sieeplechase on Saturday, ard 14:31 i the 5K on
Sunday. He was honored by the University of Alabama with the Career Achievement
Award in 1998.

Hesson has been inducied into ihe Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaches' Hall of
Farme and the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame.

Lou Mott (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1956). The 5-foot-9 Tornadoes
basketball and baseball performer is considered the school’s best-ever prep athlete.
After 59 years, he siill holds the Wetzel County career scoring record of 2,117 poinis
and the single season point average mark of 33.0 points o gamne set in his senior year.

His career point total broke the W.Va. state mark of 1,956 points set from 1951-53
by the legendary “Hot Rod” Hundley of Charfeston and Mott became the first 2,000
point scorer in Mountain State history. Mott's total also bettered the Ohio Valley stan-
dard of 2,077 points set by charter OVAC' Hall of Famner Ken Alessi of Yotkville from
1947-49. His career total currently ranks 15th on the all-time W.Va. chars and Top
10 in Ohio Valley annals. Mott held the W.Va career record until 1958 and the Chio
Valley standard untif 1959,

As o prep senior, he scored 693 poirits in 21 games, In his juntor year, he avernged 29.4
points including a school-record 51 points in o 127-58 win over Wallace. The 127 points
set o state standard which Iasted two weeks before Wheeling outscored Weir, 146-110, at
Madison Gym in a game which set a then-national record iotal of 256 paints,

Moatt's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Hall of Famer
Henry Josefezyk of Yorkville (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer of New
Cuomberland (33.95) and was nhead of two OVAC Hall of Famers — Lee Patrone of
Belkaire (32.9) and Ron “Cy” Godfrey of Martins Feary (32.4), In W.Va., Moit mnked
third behind the legendary Jerry West of East Bank (34.3) and Thaver.

As a senior, Mott was selected Class B (smaller of two classes) first team All-State
and also picked as the siote Player of the Year by ihe Sistersville-based Tri-Stote
Invitaiornl Toumament.

After his senior year, he was selected to play on a combined W.Va-Ohio All-Star
tearn to play the Kentucky All-Stars, His teammaes ineluded West and Josefezyk,

In basebalk, he was o four-year regular pitcher/shortstop and also played American
Legion baseball. He also competed in the Wheeling Outdoor Baskethall League.

He eamed a basketball scholarship to Marshall and played three varsity seasons afier
a year on the freshman team,

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1956), He was n 6-foot-4,
200-pound mubii-sport standout (football quarterback, basketball forward, baseball
shortstop) who is reganded as the school’s top multi-sport athlete.

He eamed his most fame in basketball as a senior when he scored 679 points in 20
games for a school-record 33,95 avemge which ranked No. 2 in both the state and
Ohio Valley. The top OV mark was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Famer Henry Josefcryk
of Yorkville and the leading W.Va. avemge was 34.3 by the legendary Jemy West of
Enst Bank,

Thayer scored 56, 58 and 53 points in three straight late-season wins over Sherrard,
Cameron and Follansbee St. Anthony. That gave him a remarkable 167 points in three
games and 114 in back-to-back outings. He also had other games of 52, 49, 46 and
41 twice.

In foothall, he played for W.Va. in the annual W.Va,-Chio All-Star game and was
recruited by West Virginia University as an imvited-walk-on candidate.

At WVU, be was one of two regular quarterhacks on o freshman team which won all
five games, After his freshman year, he left school to join the U.S. Ammy and played
armed service football before being dischorged in 1961,

He signad a free agent contract for a iryout with the Cleveland Browns in 1962, the
samne year that OVAC chanter Hall of Famer John Havlicek was in camp,

After Thayer was cut, he returned to the Ohio Valley and camed a roster spot as a
backup quarterback on the first Wheeling Ironmen team which went 9-4 and won the
1962 United Foothall League tile in Thayer's only season on the team.
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Dick Larkins (East Liveﬂrgool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas o two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valey athlete to earn
three Ohio State letters in both football and basketball.

In high school, he was a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he eamed All-County honors. He also played two
varsity years of basketball for the Potters.

At Ohjo State, he played tackle on three Buckeye teams (1928-30) and alse was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning
six varsity letiers,

Afler graduation, he served in the Navy before reruminE to 05U in 1933 o join the athletic and physical educations siaffs. In 1946, he became Athletic
Director and served until his retirement in 1971. During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive athletic programs in the Big 10 Conference and
the country. The school named a recreation and physical activity facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor,

Amie Marks Cormell (Jeweit-Scio High School, Class of 1994), The most honored female athlete in Lady Vikings’ history, she earned 12 letters
in baskeiball, track and vollilyba]l.

In basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26.3, 25.8, 28.5 and 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total tanks
No. 2'in Ohio Valley history behind charter OVAC Hall of Famer Siephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's,

Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 steals, 42% field goal and 74% {ree hrow shooting, She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals,

Marks eamed All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and third team as a freshman and sophomore. She was D=1V
Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Eastern District and District 5 selection and Player
or Co-}?';nyer of the Year as a junior and senior. She was o three-time first team All-Valley selection and a four-time All-Inter-Valley Conference choice,

In track, she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division IIT high jump as a junior and placed fifth as a senior,

Marks eamed a basketball scholarship to Akron University where she was a four-year letterman and team co—c%ptain as u seniior, The 5-foot-9 forward/
guard scored 853 career points, including 16 against nationally No, 1 ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee.

She currently resides in Northfield, Ohio and teaches and coaches at Nordonin High School.

Ron Martin (Titfin Columbian High School, Class of 1971). The architect of the most dominant cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio
history, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 to a dual record of 1,195-186 and the first two of a record eight siraight Ohio Class A state titles. In 1983, the
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonuld in the state meet. A year later, Catdwell placed second, one point behind Dayton Christian,
but the best was yet to come,

In 1985, Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school’s second state title. The 1986 team, however, is regarded as the
school’s best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state recard low 26 points to repeat as Chio cham(p)ion. The Redskins were declared the mythical
national champion by Cross County Magazine, ){‘he 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Cama, an OVAC Legends’
honoree and one of onty five state harriers to win three individual crowns,

Martin left Caldwell afier the back-to-back Chio crowns and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins’ state title rin
to eight in a row through 1992,

Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East, also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997,

R?’ ontgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The firsi Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at
the University of Pitts uth. He earned one-class All-Staie in football (1925), as well as All-Valley, and was selected 1o the five-player, one-class All-
State (1926) in basketball as he led the second Viking team into the state tournament. He also played baseball,

For his high school, and later college honors, the school featured his All-America recoaﬂtiun with a large pictorial display in the school for many
E}Iurs, That disglny currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. [n a 1969 series by The Intelligencer, he was selected to the

ly Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on staff research and reader [:n:dlin%_.I

He enrolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football team after national Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reported]
Fromised him o trip to the Rose Bow! if he made the team. He did and deped basketball 1o concentrate on football. In his three seasons, Pitt won 23,

ost four, had two ties and made two Rose Bowl trips after unbenten regular seasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 5-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crowned national
champion by regular season polls.} Pitt, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford and 47-14 to USC.

As a senior, he earned consensus first team All-America ns a 6-foot-1, 148-pound guard. The two-way standout, also cited for his defense, was lobeled
by Sutherland ns “the perfect guard” and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. In 1058, he was selected to an All-Time Pitt team,

Pete Zinaich (Weir High, Class of 1943). The most honared player on the first OVAC team to claim an “official” W.Va. all-class football champion-
ship. In the pre-playoff era, the W.Va. Sports Writers Association voled the 1942 Red Riders, coached b&( Hall of Famer Carl Homill, the state champion
despile a 6-3-1 record, Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1) vs. in-state teams with close losses to Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Chio and Clairton, Pa.
The three-year regular fullback-linebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-state foes was the Riders’ leading rusher as a junior and senior and eamed first
tam all-class 11-plnyer All-State as n senior.

After military service, he enrolled at West Virginia University and became a rare team captain of two sports (fooiball and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior.
He lettered four years in football and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record team which won the Jan. 1, 1949 Sun Bawl with a 21-12 win
over Texas Western, After his senior season, he was drafied by the San Francisco 49rs in the ninth round as the 115th overall NFL pick but opted for
an education career. He also was n three-yenr letterman at shortstop on the WVU baseball team.

Alter WYU, he spent his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and baseball coach at Adena High School from 1956-
69. His best football team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship.
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George Cheroke (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940), He was a football and wrestling standout for the Tigers, which produced the rea’s first wrestling power
under coach Arl Kirkland. The four-year grappler won the one-class Ohio heavyweight title in 1940 after capturing the 1939 crown at 165 pounds. As a sephomore,
he placed third at 154 pounds.The Tigers placed second to Clevetand John Hay, 21-20, for 1940 team laurels after Shadyside defeated John Hay in o dual meet earlier.
Cheroke, nicknamed Chief, also was a stellar 5-foot-9, 185-pound foeball guard. The three-year gridder and rwo-time team captain eamed All-Valley honors as a two-
way standowt. The Tigers went 9-1 and 7-2-1 during his final two seasons.

He enrolled at Ohio State University to compete in both football and wrestling. Playing for coach Paul Brown on 6-1-1 record team, the sophomore moved into starting
fireup in fifth gnme after a teammate’s injury. He left OSU before 1942 season to serve in the Air Force during World War 11

After his discharge in 1946, he again opted to play for Poul Brown, who was starting the Cleveland Browns in the first year of the All-American Conference. Cheroke
played in 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns, who defeated New York, 14-9 in the championship game. Afier one season, he re-enlisted in the Army for 2 20-year career,
retiting in 1965 to enter business in California. He passed away in 1986,

Harry Diehl (M Monis, Pa, High School, Class of 1952), When he joined the Stanton High athletic program in 1960 as head basketball coach and assistant coach,
there was no track program, so he puided the 1961 and 1962 basketball teams to unbeaten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and 23-1 records.

In 1963, witlout a home track, he started the Stanton boys' track program and competed in the Tndian League at Mingo. Four years later, the first all-weather track in
the Ohio Valley wns installed at Stanton and the Indian League moved its meets from the Mingo cinder track to Stanton. Diehl’s teams then reeled off 75 consecutive dual
meet wins, reportedly on Ohio Valley record, from 1967-76 as Stanton fielded one of the most dominant small school track programs in the area. Other teams in the Indian
League included Mingo, Jefferson Union, Toronto, Caldiz, Springfieid, United Local and Beaver Local.

Stanton won multiple Ohie district tides, two Class A regional crowns and competed in state events. While no first places were recorded, sophomore sprinter Bob
Haught, who signed a University of Alabama football scholarship, posted the state’s fastest 440-yard Class A time in 1970 before placing second a the state meet. OVAC
Hall of Famer Blaine Rose also competed for Diehl, who ran track and cross country at West Virginia U.

Stanton joined the OVAC in 1981 and Dichl's teams won Class A titles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the helm.

Diehl also served as an nssistant football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout,

Diehl raceived several awards before retiring in 1986, including the second Robert McKelvey Award from the Upper Ohlo Valley Dapper Dans in 1976 and the Cal
Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993,

He resides in Boynton Beach, Fla,

Frank Gilliam {Steubenville High School, Class of 1952). He, and charier OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones, led Big Red to its most successful football-boys® bas-
ketball year (1951-52) in history. The court team is the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regular season followed by eight post-season wins in Ohio’s
largest Class A sectional, district and regional toumaments plus wins over Toledo Central Catholic and Akron North in the state event. Big Red bowed to Middletown,
63-53, in the finals. Gilliam was team captain,

The 1951 Big Red football team went 9-1, losing only to Massillon (13-6) and routing Canton McKinley (63-6) before being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in the final
AP state poll,

Gil!imn?orﬁchmmed Shag, was 8 rwo-way end who earned third team largest ¢lass All-Ohio plus All-Eastern Chio and All-Valley honors. He played in the W.Ya.-Ohio
All-Star Garne.

He lettered three years in basketball and two each in football and baseball. The baseball team went 16-3 his junior year,

The University of lowa recruited Jones, Gilliam and running hack Eddie Vincent and the tweesome were called the “Steubenville Trio" by lowa media. Gilliam was
o three-year starter at end including o sophomore seascn wien the Hawkeyes tied Notre Dame, 14-14, and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat out the 1955 season with a
broken leg and retwmed in 1956 as lowa went 9-1 1o win the Big Ten title and a first-ever trip to the Rose Bowl, beating Oregon State, 35-19. Gilliam was All-Big Ten
and secomd team All-American.

In 1989, for lowa's 100th football anniversary fete, fans selected Gilliam (and Jones) to an All-Time lowa team.

Gilliam was drafted in the severth NFL round by the Green Bay Packers, but opted to follow Jones to the Canadian Football League. He played three seasons at Winnipeg
before becoming an assistant coach {1966-70) at Towa. He then joined the Minnesota Vikings for a 36-year career in scouting and personrel.

He resides in Windenmere, Fla.

Tom Harp (Baresville High School, Class of 1945). A Shamrock football and basketball standoart and college athlete who later made his mark in the coaching world.

A four-year quarterback and fullback in football, he was o three-year basketball stondout who helped the Shamrocks 1o won-lost records of 18-4, 16-6 and 16-4 and
titles in the East Ohio Athletic League. He was selected All-Conference his last two years.

He was recrulted by Hall of Fame coach 5id Gillman to play football at Miami of Ohio and lettered as a freshman fullback before he was drafted into military service
for two years with the Navy.

Returning home in 1948, he enrolled ot Muskingum College and played quarterback ard fullback on twe Ohio Athletic Conference title teams in 1949-50,

After gracuation, he turned to coaching and became head coach at Carrollton High from 1951-53 with a 20-6-1 record. He became one of over 100 cozches to apply
for the vocant Massillon Washington High head coaching job and landed the job vacated by Brillinat native Chuck Mather, who compiled a 57-3 record before opting for
University of Kansas job. Harp coached Massillom two years 1o 17-2-1 record and the state No. 1 and No. 2 rankings by The Assccialed Press.

He then joined the college ranks as backfield coach at Army before a 15-year stint (1961-77) as head coach at three coﬁi:ges - Comell, Duke nnd Indiana State. The 1958
Army team, led by Heisman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins, was ranked No. 3 in the nation.

EJ Oliver (Eas Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Potier observers as the best all-round prep player at the school, he was a statewide
honoree on both sides of the ball as a three-year regular, The runmer, passer, placekicker, punter, linebacker and defensive back was a first team All-Ohio linebacker pick
by The AP as o senior after rating second team All-Ohio defensive back honors as a junior. The UPI selected him a first team All-Ohio offensive hack zs a senior.

‘The Poters went 9-0-1 in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oliver was the tearn leading rusher and scorer. The program only produced ane previous nine-win season.

He was also the feading baskerball team scorer as a senior and lettered in basebali,

Awarded a football scholarship to the University of Miami (Fla.), he was a three-year letterrnan at ninning back, As a senior on an 8-1-1 record team ranked 6ih in the
national AP Poll, he was second on the team in rushing and scoring.

After gradution, he coached in the high school mnks. He is deceased.
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Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School, Class of 1933), An All-Valley end, and four-year multi-spart performer, for the Big Reds, he enrned three football
letters at North Carolina Sinte and served s 1936 team captain as a senior. He was selected on an All-Time Wolfpack team. All-State, All-Conference, All-South and
honomble mention All-America. He was the first Wolfpack to be drafted — in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two seasons
with the Pittsburgh Steelers, :

He returned to the Ohio Valley and coached old Powhatan High School 1o the Ohio Class B state championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win over Milford Center
after 14-0 and 13-0 tourney wins. From 1940-47. he coached the Steubenville Central football team to a combined 50-17-7 record including marks of 9-0-1, 8-0-1,
B-1 and B-1. Also, during that period, he coached the Steubenville Pros team for three years,

In 1948, he started a §2-year college assistunt coach stint including o year ot Georgetown, five years (1949-53) at Mississippi State and six years (1954-59) at the
University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley players ta those schools including OVAC Hall of Famers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside).

He returned (o the Ohio Valley In 1961 and was an nssistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with the Wheeling ironmen, which won o United
Football League title in 1963,

Cara, who was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame, is deceased.

Dail Harper (Coldwell High School, Class of 1986). A three-sport prep athlete who set shot put records in track and eamed all-state honors in football. As a
senior trackman, his school record shot put effort of 64-feet, 9-inches ot the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for an area weighunan for 23 years and ranks
second all-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 1/4 toss, he won twe Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He also was a
state discus qualifier as a senior,

The three-time Pioneer Valley Conference shot put champion also won the Kiebler International Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the Notional Junior Olympics.
USA Today selected him as Ohio Track Athlete of the Year for 1986,

In football, he was a four-year leiterman/starter ot running back and eaned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion-
ships. A two-time Ail-Eastem District pick, he was named Offensive Player of the Year os o senior when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell’s first-ever
Ohio playoff game, he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3,486 career rushing yards, Harper was also o three-year starier in basketball.

A Kent State recruit for track, he was a three-year letterman and o rwo-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put {58-6, 58-9) and an NCAA
All-American as o junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. He ranks 4th all-time in school indeer and 7th all-time in school outdoor shot put.

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School, Class of 1955), One of the Bobcats' most honored football players, the center-linebacker was a first team All-Ohio
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobeat to be cited on an All-Americn team by Scholastic Coach, He also is in rare company by hav-
ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school.

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree helped the Bobeats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1953, He also was o four-year basketball
player and All-COL henorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball,

The 6-foot-1, 205-pound athlete eamed a scholarship to the University of Illinois where he was a three-year letterman ot center-linebacker. In o 20-13 upset in 1956
of nationally-ranked No. 1 Michigan State, be had an ironmat game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Famer Ray Nitschke
was a fellow linebacker.

After serving armed services duty, he conched the Illinois freshman team for n year with a roster including another future Pro Foatball Hall of Famer, Dick Butkus.
He later coached high schoel football for 25 years in llinois. He passed away in 2016.

Eddie Sterling Murtins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). The 6-foot-1 forward competed at high levels on the high scheol, college and professional levels. He
earned first team Al-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senfor Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including
sectional, district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player, three years as a track long
Jjumper and one year in football and baseball.

At West Virginia University, he was o three-year starter on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was team captain os 1 senior, He scored 559 career points, He
later returned to the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-State Pro Basketball League.

He also coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams went 88-14 after o 4-17 first year start. His 1959 and 1960 Cardinal
teams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won-lost marks of 17-2, 16-3, 19-3, 18-2 and 18-4.

Kim Tullis (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Ohio Valley girk to break the 2,000-point career mark with 2,072 in 90
games during a four-year starting career. She scored in double fiures in 89 games with a single game high of 53 vs, Indian Valley North, the fourth valley player to
reach the 50-point mark. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and, as a senior, averaged 27.5 points, 7.5 rebounds, 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting
46.4% from the floor.

Tullis was a first team ali-Ohio selection as a senjor and she was a three-time first team All-Vailey honoree - named co-captain as a senior. She averaged 25.1 as a
junior and was a second team All-Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as a sephomore and gained third team All-Ohio honors. She also was a three-time choice as All-Eastern
District and All-District 5.

A resident of Kent, she wns a four-year lenterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior team co-captain while earning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and
honorable mention All-MAC her final season. In 110 career games, she scored 940 points with 3135 assists and 172 steals. She led her team in ossists as o senior,
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OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

.Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
20{4 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumley (eccepting for the
Jate Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick
(accepting for the late George Kovalick},
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the lnte
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha
Reese {(accepting for the late Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late
A. Wilson Murray}, Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (sceepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams), Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hennahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives include, front
row lelt to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager {(accepting for the late
George Strager), Bob Burion and John
‘Corky’ Yrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger {(accepting for the Iate
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
and Terry Snively. Third row, John ‘Fuzxy’
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio,




OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or thelr representatives include, front
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent-
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D’'Innocente
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefiy’
Hail, Paul ‘Bud’ Billlard and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob
Galn, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent-
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry
Wllson, Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bil! West.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or thelr representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegordner;
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Bo’ McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2008 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond
{accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug
Hulff {accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart),
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell
{accepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tomn Yakubowski, Bill
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick;
back row, Joseph Pettinl (accepting for Joe
Pettinl), Connie Douit, Erle Peterson (accepi-
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie
Dafler.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2009

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2009 or thelr representatives include, fromt
row Jeft to right, Richard “Dick” Edge,
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford,
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row,
Harold “Droc¢” Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row,
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan,
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2010 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean
Davles (representlng Bill Davies), John
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John
“Streaky” Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin,
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Nickro (represent-
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
Melissn Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2011 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Chuck Peity (accepting for the late
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurnes, Ross
Gallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker),
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Dei) and
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin),
Carol Hugdson (accepting for the late Bob
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John
Donahue {(accepting for the late Randy
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller,
Marsha Clay (acceptlng for Willle Clay),
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for
T.J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle,
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Tom
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the
late Burdell “Jimmy” Carey), Shawn
Donley {accepting for the late Charles
“Red” Donley), Gene Amrmirante,
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec-
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilsen and
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for
the late Eugene “Eudie” Joseph), Art
Helr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third
row, Mark Kerwood (accepfing for the
late Richard “Dick” Kerwood), Dong
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr,
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell.

OVAC Hall
of Fame
Class of 2013

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2013 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting
for the late Richard ‘Heot’ Gib-
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac-
cepting for the Iate Jim Thomas),
Join Howell, Don Zinni and
Harry ‘Moo’ Moore. Second row,
Fred Burda {accepting for the
Iate Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey), Ken Var-
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting
for Yim Brown), Larry Marmie,
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell.
Third row, Mark Emmerling,
Blaine Rose, Ben Tayler, Bethany
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2014 or their representa-
tives include, front row left to right,
Rick Coles, Bili Brubaker, James
Companion, Jim Potts (Cameron/
Coach), Dick Edge (accepting for the
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and
James “Junior" Moore. Second row,
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row,
Eddie Drommond, David Bertolino,
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie
Hutchin) and Dan Stephens. Also
inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2015 or their representatives
include, front row left to right, Liinda
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas
{(accepting for the late George Kellas 11,
David ‘Ty’ Fleming and Rod Johnson;
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting
for the late Dunne Powell), Pat Graetjens
(accepting for the late Sam ‘Buzz’
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey
{accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third
row, Gene ‘Beel” Lamone, Rick Nau,
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovicic; fourth
row, Janis Trupovmieks, Kelly Swierkos
and Jamie Taylor; back row, Dr. Diana
Vargo (accepting for Mike MclLeod),
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkingion and
Paul Hoover.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2016 or their representatives
inclode, front row left to right, their
representatives) included, Bob Koch,
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent-
ing the late Jimmy Mountain),Sian
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West;
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn
Kovalick (representing Eddie Becker),
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig,
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn),
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley
and Jim Wood; back row, Jim Woofter,
Willimm Augur (represenfing Kim
Angur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and
Kacle Vavrek.,

OVAC
Hall of Fame
Class of 2017

Members of the OVAC Hall of
Fame Class of 2017 or their rep-
resentatives include, front row left
to right, Arthur “Baich” Joseph,
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre-
senting Terry Leggett) and Bill
Gompers; second row, Lisa Glieber
(representing Tom Franckhauser),
Angeln Hearst (representing
William ‘Catfish’ Hearst), Jarrett
Alford (representing Roger
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones
and Scot Maffe; back row, Jami
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis
(representing Nate Davis), April
Rotilio and Roger Sowers II (rep-
resenting Roger Sowers).
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2018 or their representatives
include, front row left fo right, Ron
White, Greg Haberfield (representing
Ear]l Haberfield), John Simonson, Tim
Berger (representing Jack Berger), Bob
Montgomery, Steve Kish and Bob Plotz;
second row, Robert Pritchard, Tammy
Sessl Spence (representing Geno Sessi),
Geri Johnson-Osby and Cosmo Prolago
(representing Don Osby), Willle Tucker
(representing Bill Tucker and Keith
Vroisos; back row, Georgia Dawson, Ron
Stephens, Eric McGhee, Kelly Shields,
Reno Saccoccia  (representing Zach
Collaros and Adam Hoppel.

The Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference, set to begin its
77th year, welcomes Dirk
DeCoy as the new Executive
Director of the conference.
DeCoy succeeds Tom Rata-
iczak, who held the position
Jor 20 years. Rataiczak will
remain as Treasurer and
will handle the OVAC Hall
of Fame and Museum.
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MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS ¥
FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME
1. COACHES:

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased.

Only win achieved at OVAC schools count in totals.

Wins/titles can be boys/girls combined if in the same sport (track, cross country, etc.)

Baseball: 250 wins.

Basketball: 250 wins

Cheering: 5 OVAC titles

Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles

Football: 125 wins

Golf: 5 OVAC titles

Soccer: 125 wins

Softball: 250 wins

Swimming: 5 OVAC titles

Track: 5 OVAC titles

Volleyball: 250 wins

Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament titles

2. OFFICIALS:

Cannot be inducted until retired or deceased

25 years of service

3. MEDIA:

Can be inducted any time

20 years of service

Contributions to the OVAC

4. OVAC FAMILY:

Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.

Contributions to the conference

5. OVAC CONTRIBUTOR:

Individuals who have financially backed the conference as well as those who have been success-
ful in the high school/college/professional ranks but don’t meet the criteria in other categories.

6. ATHLETES:

Must be out of high school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and profes-
sional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume.

Baseball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Basketball: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Cheering: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams

Cross Country: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Football: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Golf: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Soccer: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Softball: Multiple First Team AIl-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Swimming: Multiple individual OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Tennis: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Track: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes

Volleyball: Multiple First Tearn All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

Wrestling: Multiple individual All-OVAC and/or All-State place finishes
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