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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row left to right, Don Zinni, Tom Tisher, Ron 
Mauck, Dick Wolf, Kelly Rine and Joe Dunlevy; back row, Bob Koch, Doug Huff, Seth Staskey, 
Tom Rataiczak, Robert "Bubba" Kapral and Jeff Harrison. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee 

Joe Dunlevy .............................. Athletic Director, Indian Creek High School 
Jeff Harrison ................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 
Doug Huff ...................... .Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral ... .Executive Sports Editor, The Tnnes Leader/Intelligencer 
Bob Koch .......................................... OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 
Ron Mauck ... .Former OVAC Football All-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director 
Tom Rataiczak ...................................................... OVAC Executive Director 
Kelly Rine ................................ .Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 
Seth Staskey ......................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 
Tom Tisher ..................................................... Teacher, Magnolia High School 
Dick Wolf ................................. East Liverpool City Schools Board Member 
Don Zinni ........................................ OVAC Football Assistant Commissioner 
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OVAG·0 Hall of-Fame 
Induction Ceremony 

Saturday, August 18, 2018 

Welcome ....................................... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Director 
lnvocation ................................................................................... Dr. Vince Manseau 
Dlnner ......................................................................................................... 5:30 p.m. 
lntroductions ................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Director 
Master of Ceremonies ......... John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ................. Dominic 'Mac' Cara, Dail Harper, Bob Henderson, 
Eddie Sterling, Kim Tullis 

Distinguished Service Award ................................................................... Ron Miller 

2018 Hall of Fame Inductions 
OVAC 'Famlly' 
Ron White ................................................................................................................... . 
OVAC 'Contributor' 
Earl Haberfield ............................................................................................................. . 
Media 
John Simonson ............................................................................................................ . 
Coaches 
Jack Berger ................................................................................................................. . 
Bob Montgomery ......................................................................................................... . 
Official 
Steve Kish, Jr .............................................................................................................. . 
Athletes 
Bob Plotz .................................................................................................................... . 
Robert Pritchard .......................................................................................................... . 
GenoSessi .................................................................................................................. . 
Don Osby .................................................................................................................... . 
Bill Tucker .................................................................................................................... . 
Ron Lee ...................................................................................................................... . 
Keith Vrotsos .............................................................................................................. . 
Georgia Dawson ......................................................................................................... . 
Ron Stephens ............................................................................................................. . 
Eric McGhee .............................................................................................................. . 
Kelly Shields .............................................................................................................. . 
Zach Collaros ............................................................................................................. . 
Adam Hoppel ............................................................................................................. . 

Benediction ................................................................................. Dr. Vince Manseau 
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~ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 ~ 
Ron White 

Ron White (Springfield Local High School, □ass of 1966).A member of the OVAC Executive Board for many years, 
his "baby" for 23 years was one of the conference showcase events - the OVAC Banquet of Champions. 

White ~rved as chairman until 2016 of the gala which featured more than 700 11ttendees honoring 75 championship 
teams, 50 scholarship winners and the conference coach of the year presentation. 

White is also an integral part of the conference in basketball, serving as the assistant basketball commissioner for nine 
years and then being named the successor to the late John Howell as basketball commissioner beginning with the 2016-
17 school year. He's also spent many years on the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game Committee. 

He was a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, working on the courts in both Ohio 
and West Virginia for 30 years. He officiated five state tournaments in West Virginia and drew seven regional rrssign
ments in Ohio. 

White is also n well-respected track official, serving primarily as n starter and working at both the high school 
(Ohio and West Virginia) and collegiate levels (MEC nnd PSAC). He received the OVAC Cal Giffin Memorial Track 
Service Award in 2009. A 1971 graduate of West Liberty State College who later obtained his master's degree from Ron White 
West Vrrginia University, he was an educator/athletic director/coach in the Buckeye Local School District and was 
responsible for starting the track program at old Buckeye South High School. 

White, who spent 14 years in the Ohio National Guard and now resides in Wheeling, is also involved with the West Virginia "Super Six" state 
football championships which have become a fixture at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Earl Haberfield 
ti 

Earl Habeifield (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1954). He originated the OVAC Basketball 
~ Classic - the Ohio vs. West Virginia all-star game now called the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball 
)J Classic - serving as the game director for the first five years of the event and rrs an active committee member for 
-1; several years. 

_::; He was the first recipient of the Coaches Award presented at that game in 1984 - an award renamed in his honor 
as the OVAC Earl Haberfield Coaches Award. 

Haberfield's coaching career included several stops - both inside and outside the OVAC - and concluded with 
382 career victories. 

He coached nine years at his alma mater - Wheeling Central - winning five W. Va. Class AA Catholic 
Championships. In 1963, the Maroon Knights were undefeated; ranked No. 1 in the all-division W. Va. State rank

,,.. ings nnd were the OVAC AAA champions. 
Haberfield coached two years at Bishop Donahue, leading the Bishops to the 1969 W. Va. Class A Catholic 

Earl Haberfield Championship; three years at Warren Locnl High, named Tri-Valley Conference Coach of the Year in 1970; one 
year at Crooksville, leading the Ceramics to the Ohio Class A Regional; five years at Wmtersville, engineering a 

rebuilding of that program; and two years at Meadowbrook, leading the Colts to their best two-year won/loss record up to that point. 
Outside the OVAC, he coached at Vnnlue nnd Amherst Marion Steele. 
He was also the co-founder of the District 5 Basketball Coaches Associaton All-Star GaJTie in 1978 and served as the president of District 5 that year. 
Haberfield was awarded the Touchdown Club of Morgantown Certificate of Merit in 1%3, '64 and '69 for contributions to West Vuginia athletics; wrrs 

given honorary memberships to the Ohio District Brrsketball Coaches Associations in Districts 3, 5 and 12; received an OVAC Certificate of Recognition 
for Exemplary Service in 1982; received the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley's Award for Outstanding Achievement in 1993; 
and was a charter member of the Wheeling Central Athletic Hall of Fume in 2017. 

Haberfield graduated from West Liberty State College in 1958 nnd was inducted into the West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996. A U.S. Navy 
veteran of the Korean War, he passed away in 2007 . 

. lohn Simonson 
John Simonson (Beallsville High School, Class of 1966).A multi-media veteran, he has worked more than three 

decades in both radio nnd television covering football and boys' basketball games as a play-by-play announcer in 
the OVAC. 

Simonson is well-known for his research and prep work regarding athletes and coaches prior to the broadcasts, compil
ing results, series records, coaching records, player statistics and other noteworthy information. 

Known as the "Ohio Valley Sports Doctor", Simonson has served as nn analyst for the WTOV TV9 "Game of 
the Week" and contributes to that station's high school football "playoff watch". 

He also had a weekly sports talk show for 22 years on WWVA radio starting in 1988. While there, he earned the 
West Virginia Sportscaster of the Year award in 1997. 

Simonson has provided assistance over the years to both the OHSAA and WVSSAC football playoff computer 
ratings' groups. He was a recipient of the East Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrator's Media Award. 

He previously served as n voting member for the prestigious Heisman Trophy nnd many other awards including 
the Bear Bryant Coach of the Year award; basketball's Naismith and Wooden awards; and is an official donor to John Simonson 
the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown where he has a lifetime membership. 

A graduate of West Liberty State College.he served two years in the U.S. Anny; was a teacher at Wheeling Park High School for 31 years (retiring 
in 2002); nnd served on the Union Local Board of Education. 
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&) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 &) 
.Tack Berger 

Jack Berger (Shadyside High School, Class of 1944). He founded Shadyside track in I g'gt and was the nrchitect 
of the OVAC's a}J.time championship-winning boys' track program, coaching the Tigers to their first seven OVAC 
titles (all in Class AA in a three-class fonnat) from 1968-74 which started an OVAC record streak of 13 consecutive 
championships extended by his successor and former assistant Tom Vichich. 

He was also a co-founder of the Interstate Track League, guiding Shadyside to seven straight league titles and a 
record 46 consecutive dual meet victories. 

Berger led Shadyside to the school's first Ohio Class A District title in 1971 and to the Shadyside Relays crowns 
in the first year of the event which he helped establish in 1972 and a runner-up finish in '73; two Belmont County 
Relays championships and runner-up finishes in the district and regional meets. 

He nJso coached the Tigers' football team from 1960-69, posting a 56-36-6 record. Shadyside won the OVAC 
Class A title in 1963 with a 7-1-2 record while other top record teams under Berger included 9-1 in 1968, 8-2 in 
1966 and 7-3 in 1965. 

He was honored in Shadyside with "Jack Berger Day" on June 15, 1974. 

Bob Montgomery 
Jack Berger 

Bob Mon1gomery (Moundsville High School, Class of 1964). He was a fixture in the dugout for the Monarchs, 
serving 42 years as head baseball coach llfld amassing an impressive record of 869-345 which ranks second in 
OVAC history behind Magnolia's Dave Cisar and third in West Virginia prep history behind John Lowery of 
Jefferson High and Cisar. 

Montgomery coached teams won 24 sectional titles; made the regional finals 13 times and reached the Class 
AAA State Tournament five times, highlighted by the 1985 state championship where JM beat Huntington East, 
8-7, in the title game. 

His teruns captured seven OVAC playoff championships, reaching the conference playoffs 25 times. The Monarchs 
also captured seven regular season crowns and five playoff titles in the Mountaineer League from 1976-86. 

Montgomery, who retired following the 2017 season, coached 35 all-state players and more than 70 who played 
college baseball including OVAC Hall of Farner Chris Jones. He is a member of the West Virginia Baseball 
Coaches Association and the American Baseball Coaches Association. 

He was selected us the OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year three times and the West Virginia Coach of the Year 
five times. He also was honored as the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Co-Man of the Year(with Magnolia's Cisar) 

Bob Montgomery at the 42nd Charity Awards Banquet in 2009. 
Montgomery also doubled as a respected baskethall and baseball official. 

A member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials and a two-term president, he's been a referee since 1962, workin~ more than 
3,000 games including 29 state tournaments including 20 championship games in West Virginia and five tournaments/three title games m Ohio. He 
also officiated collegiate hoops in the West Virginia Conference. 

He began umpiring American Legion baseball in 1972 and has worked five West Virginia State Tournaments while also spending 20 years (1970-
90) doing NCAA Division II and West Virginia Conference games including five tournaments. 

He was the first West VLTginia resident inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 2008; was the 1989 Official of the Year honoree by the 
National Federation of Interscholastic Officials Association and received the Distinguished West Virginian Award in 2012. 

Montgomery, a three-sport athlete (football, baseball, basketball) at Moundsville High, graduated from West Liberty State College in 1969 and 
obtained his master's degree in communicatlon·s from West Virginia University in 1977. 

Steve Kish, .Tr. 
Steve Kish,Jr. (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1965). 
His list of assignments during a 40-year career as a wrestling official is impressive, headed by 28 OHSAA State 

Tournaments; five WVSSAC State Tournaments and 30 OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournaments. He also 
worked the Medina Invitational 28 times and the Walsh Jesuit Tournament 20 times along with 10 Ohio Junior 
High School State Tournaments. 

Among his awards, Kish received the prestigious OVAC 'Mr. Mat' honor in 1989; was selected Ohio Official 
of the Year in 1997 and 2010; OVAC Official of the Year in 1997; and West Virginia Official of the Year in 1999. 

He was inducted into the Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame in 1999; the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 
1999; the Medina Invitational Hall of Frune in 2003; and most recently into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame/ 
Ohio Chapter in 2014. 

Kish, who retired as an official in 2014 but remains active as an OHSAA observer, currently serves as the coor
dinator of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game's IO-Year Reunion. 

Kish graduated from West Liberty State College with a bachelor's degree in Secondary Education in 1970 and 
received a master's degree in secondary education administration from West Virginia University in 1973. 

He retired after 43 years as an educator including 36 years as a school administrator. He taught English from Steve Kish Jr, 
1969-76 and served as head wrestling coach at Martins Ferry for six years (1970-76). His dual meet record was 
33-16-1 with no losing seasons and he coached 13 sectional champions, IO district champions, 15 state qualifiers and two state place-winners. His 
teams won the 1970 and '73 district titles and he was named East District Coach of the Year in 1974. 

He was then assistant principal at Bellaire High School from 1976-78 and principal from 1978-90 before returning to Mn.rt.ins Ferry to serve as 
Superintendent of Schools from 1990-99. Since that time, he has served as Muskingum County At-Risk Coordinator for four years, assistant princi
pal of Zanesville High School for five years; assistant principal at West Muskingum High School for two years and as principal at West Muskingum 
Middle School for two years, He retired in 2012, but spent five months as interim principal at Woodsfield Elementary School in 2014. 

Among his education-related offices were president of the Belmont-Harrison Principal's Association; president of the Belmont-Harrison 
Superintendent's Association; member of the OVAC Executive Board and a past OVAC president (1982-83 and 1983-84); member of the Ohio Network: 
Training and Assistance for Schools and Communities (ONTASC) Executive Board; and president of the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials Association. 
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5 OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 (9 
Bob Plotz 

Bob Plotz (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946). A Purple Rider football and track standout, he was co
captain on both Ferry teams as a senior. He earned first team, one-class All-Ohio and first team All-OVAC largest 
Class AA as the Fred Thomas-coached Rider went 9-1 and captured the OVAC championship. 

The three-year letterman in both football and track played in the first Ohio North-South All-St!lf Game and con
tinued his statewide performance in track when he placed third in the low hurdles in the largest class state meet. 

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh where he became a four-year regular. Starting as a 
17-year-old freshman, Plotz was selected to the All-Opponent team of backyard rival West Virginia University and 
was selected to the AU-East team. As a senior, he was an honorable mention All-America selection. 

Plotz was picked in the 11th round of the Nationa.l Football League Draft by the Cleveland Browns but W!lS also 
"drafted" by the U.S. Army and served in the Korean War. 

He was inducted into the Martins Ferry Athletic Hall of Fame in 2016. 

Robert Pritchard 
Bob Plotz 

Robert Pritchard (Wheeling High School, Class of 1953). He is, historically, among the elite wrestlers in OVAC 
history. He not only led Wheeling High School to the first state (one-class) championship for IU1 OVAC member, 
in 1953, but became the first wrestler from the Ohio Valley and the state of West Virginia to win three state cham
pionships. 

As a Wildcat sophomore in 1951, he captured the state one-class 103-pound state title IUld followed with con
secutive crowns in 1952 and 1953 in the 112-pound class .. In the three finals, he defeated gmpplers from Grafton, 
Beckley Woodrow Wilson and host Parkersburg. 

During that era, Wheeling High and other high school mat teams competed not only against other high schools, 
but against YMCA wrestling teams. Pritchard, nicknamed "Bull", was unbeaten as a sophomore and senior with 
his only loss in 106 matches to a YMCA grappler from Columbus, who he later defeated twice. He was unbeaten 
against high school competitors. 

The Wildcats' state championship coach was Ed Murphy, assisted by OVAC Hall of Fame coach Bob Roe, the 
Robert Pritchard Wildcats head coach in football and track. Pritchard also credits Barnesville's Jim Bradfield, who wrestled at Ohio 

State and led the Wheeling YMCA wrestling program, in his development along with his older brother Bill, who 
also wrestled at West Virginia U. 

After graduation from high school, Bob Pritchard relocated to California and earned a degree from the University of California-Sacramento, which 
didn't sponsor a wrestling team,. However, Pritchard continued to compete on the YMCA level. 

Geno Sessi 
Geno Sessi (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1956). He is regarded as one of the Red Devils' best-ever multi

SJX)rt athletes while competing in football and track. 
In the spring sport, he was the leading scorer two straight years in the one-class OVAC Track Meet and led his 

team to three straight titles as part of six consecutive Red Devil crowns (1952-57) coached by Dave Portetfield. 
A sprinter, hurdler and relay member, Sessi led all scorers as a junior with 15 1/2 points and as a senior with 14 
1/2 points. 

In football, the 5-foot-8, 174-pound two-way back and kick returner not only set a school record with 148 points 
as a senior, but led the Ohio Valley as well. That mark lasted one year when fonner teammate Jim Kerr scored one 
more point (149) before the OVAC Hall of Farner went on to start at Penn State and with the Washington Redskins. 

In football, Sessi was All-OVAC largest Class AA two years, All-Valley "Big School" co-captain as a senior, All
Eastern Ohio two years and All-Ohio largest Class AA second team defensive back as a senior. He was a two-time 
All-Valley track co-captain. 

He earned a football scholarship to the University of Iowa where, after playing on the freshman team, made a 
smashing varsity debut as a sophomore by scoring three touchdowns on three plays (a 36-yard run and pass recep
tions of 80 and 15 yards) in a school-record 70-15 season-opening rout of Utah State. However, Sessi 's career was 

Geno Sessi 

cut short with a severe knee injury. In the remaining eight games, he gained only 33 yards and returned a kickoff 17 yards. The knee injury flared 
up again in spring drills to end his playing career. 

Sessi passed away in 2016. 



$ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 (9 
Don Osbv 

• , _~,.;._-
Don Osby (Steubenville High School, Class of 1968). A tnree-sport Big Red stalwart', he is regarded as the 

best-ever track long jumper in OVAC history. He won Ohio's largest ClasS-AA long jump title as a sophomore 
(23-feet, 3-inches) and junior (23-7 1/4) before being ruled ineligible (over age) as a senior. 

As a junior, competing on one of the most talented track teams in OV history, he was one of 10 All-Valley 
Big Red selections end one of four Big Red co-captains while being cited as "the finest jumper ever on the 
local scene." That spring, he won the Ohio State meet, the prestigious Mansfield Relays, OVAC Class AAA, 
Martins Ferry and West Liberty Relays, the Ohio District meet and was second in the Regional meet. He also 
ran a leg on an OV record-setting 4x440 relay unit which timed 3: 19.8. 

As a sophomore, besides the state crown, he won he Martins Ferry Relays in 23-1 3/4. 
Big Red won its first four OVAC track crowns from 1964-67 with Osby featured on the last two. 
In football, he was a three-year standout at end on Ohio-ranked teams with records of 9-1, 9-1 und 8-2. 
He was also a starter in basketball. He is honored on the Big Red Wall of Fame. 
Osby accepted a football scholarship to the University of Iowa and started at wide receiver as a sophomore 

when he landed 19 passes for 276 yards, third on the team. After sitting out his junior year with an injury, he 
returned as a starter at tight end as a senior. He passed away in early 2018 in Cincinnati. 

Bill Tucker 

Don Osby 

Bill Tucker (Weir High School, Class of 1%2). A three-sport Red Rider athlete, he was a major player on 
back-to-back state Class AAA championship teams before starring in college and competing five years in the 
National Football League. 

A two-way back and defensive tackle, he teamed with OVAC Hall of Farner Bob Kelley to lead Weir to the 
1960 state crown with a 40-0 title game rout of Nitro. The anchor of the I %1 team, he scored two ms in a 
26-7 state title win over St. Albans. Both teams finished 10-1. Tucker earned first team All-State as a senior 
and third team as a junior. He was selected captain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley squads as a senior. In two 
seasons, he scored 116 points and rushed for 1,445 yards. In the annual Ohio-W,Va. All-Star game, he led 
W.Va. to a 12-6 win and was selected team MVP. 

He played forward and center in basketball and started on the 1962 team which went unbeaten in regular 
season, won an OVAC title, and ended 24-1 as state Class AAA runner-up to Beckley Woodrow Wilson. In 
track, he ran the hurdles, 220- and 440-yard sprints, and was a member of 440, 880 and mile relay units in 

Bill Tucker OVAC and state competition .. 
After taking a year off after high school, he accepted a football scholarship to Tennessee State University to 

play for Hall of Fame coach John Merritt. A four-year player, he rushed 281 times for 1,321 yards. He was 
selected to play in the Blue-Gray Classic and Senior Bowl, the first Tiger to play in the latter. 

He was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in the third round, as the 65th overall selection, and competed as a fullback for five years in the 
NFL- - four with the 49ers and one with the Chicago Bears. In 69 games, he rushed 127 times for 431 yards and 6 ms and landed 59 passes 
for 496 yards and seven scores. 

Tucker, who passed away in 2015, is inducted into the City of Weirton Hall of Fame, Tennessee State U. Sports Hall of Fame and Weir High 
Wall of Fame. 

Ron Lee 
Ron Lee (Bellaire High School, Class of 1971). Lee is on the short list of outstanding running backs who 

have graced Nelson Field. 
The 6-3, 195-pounder carried the Big Reds of Jake Olsavsky to an 8-1-1 mark in his senior campaign. Bellaire 

finished second in the OVAC 3A title chase, trailing Wintersville. The teams tied 0-0 in regular-season play. The 
Big Reds finished No. 19 in the UPI Class AAA poll, the largest classification in the state. 

Lee rushed for 989 yards and 16 ms that fall. His 108 points led the OVAC 3A in scoring. He also landed 
10 passes. Those numbers earned Lee first-team All-Valley and All-OVAC plaudits while being named second
team All-Ohio by UPI. He also played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game. 

Lee was also a three-year letterman in basketball and he was voted the Big Reds' top athlete as a senior. 
Lee's prep heroics earned him a grid scholarship to WVU. He chose the Mountaineers over n slew of D-1 

offers. Freshmen were not eligible to play in those days. Lee, however, enjoyed a strong campaign with the 
Mountaineers' frosh squad, leading the team with 372 yards on 97 carries in five games. 

As a sophomore, Lee moved into the No. 2 fullback slot, rushing for 304 yards and three TDs on 76 carries. Ron Lee 
His toughness was matched by his versatility, resulting in him being utilized as fullback and tailback his final 
two seasons. 

Lee was the team's second leading rusher both of those campaigns, gaining 543 yards as a junior and 623 stripes as a senior, while also lead
ing the team with 10 ms. 

A member of two WVU Peach Bowl teams, he was selected as No. 74 on the list of top 100 all-time WVU football players in the WVU 
Athletic Department Book, "Saturday Snapshots," published in 2015. 

His success at Morgantown resulted in Lee being chosen in the third round of the NFL Draft by the Baltimore Colts. He played in 42 games, 
starting eight. He ended his Colts' career with 940 yards on 206 carries. 
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&) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 Q 
Keith Vrotsos 

Keith Vrotsos (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). Hpersonified versatility at !lil elite level, star
ring for the Purple Riders in football, basketball !IIld baseball, tbe diamond sport proving his pathway to a 
superb collegiate career.The four-year regular with the Purple Rider baseball team batted better than .330 his 
first two seasons before exploding in his junior campaign. Vrotsos earned first-team All-OVAC, All-Eastern 
District and AU-Valley honors that campaign after hitting at a robust .458 clip. He concluded his prep career 
by turning in a superb senior season. He compiled a 386 average with 21 RBI. He was again accorded first 
team All-OVAC, All-Eastern District and AU-Valley honors. The 5-11, 170-pounder was a four-time Eastern 
Ohio Baseball All-Star Game participant. 

Vrotsos was also a standout on the gridiron. He excelled as a placekicker as a sophomore, kicking 19 PATS 
and one field goal before beconaing the Purple's starting QB his final two seasons. Vrotsos completed 49-of-
100 tosses as a junior, good for 531 yards. He also rushed for 250 stripes. As a senior, he earned second-team 
All-Ohio UPI honors after completing 56-of-111 passes for 581 yards while also rushing for 423 stripes. He L-----= 

also picked off three passes as a defensive back. In addition to his all-state honors, Vrotsos was named first- Keith Vrotsos 
team All-OVAC, All-Eastern District and AU-Valley. He also played in the OVAC All-Star Game. 

He was also a three-year letterman in hoops. The talented point guard averaged some 7 points as a sophomore, 10.l as a junior and 9.2 as 
a senior. He was named second-team All-OVAC as a senior. He helped lead the Purple Riders to sectional titles his final two campaigns and 
capped his hoop career by playing in the OVAC All-Star Game. 

Vrotsos earned a baseball scholarship to Ohio University where he lettered all four years and was named co-captain in both his junior and 
senior seasons. His final season with the Bobcats was outstanding as he batted 341 with 12 doubles, 1 triple, 7 home runs, 32 RBI and 12 
stolen bases. Vrotsos was a second-team All-Mid-American Conference selection as a senior. He finished his Bobcat career with a sharp 311 
batting average. When he graduated, Vrotsos ranked in the top JO in the following categories: games played (157), hits (141), home runs (15), 
RBI (79), doubles (20), total bases (201), runs scores (105) and stolen bases (30). 

Georgia Dawson 
Georgia Dawson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1984). Dawson was a tremendous three-sport standout 

for the Big Reds, excelling in basketball, volleyball and track & field. 
She achieved a rarity in the realm of Bellaire athletics, becoming a four-year letter-winner in basketball, 

surpassing the 1,000-point plateau while also grabbing more than 1,000 rebounds. Dawson, who served as 
hoop captain as both a junior and senior, was a three-time all-OVAC selection while making the All-Valley 
first-terun as a senior. Dawson was named a two-time All-District 12 basketball honoree and was a special 
mention all-Ohio choice as a senior. 

Dawson was just as dominant in volleyball. The three-year lettenvinner served as the team captain in her 
final two seasons, garnering first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and senior. Dawson was also a three-year 
standout in track for the Big Reds. In all, she finished her illustrious prep career with JO letters. 

Dawson's athletic success didn't stop after she picked up her Bellaire High diploma as she took her 
immense athletic talent to West Liberty State College where she became a four-year letterwinner in basket

Georgia Dawson ball and volleyball. Dawson was the Hill toppers' volleyball captain as a junior and senior, making the WVIAC 
All-Conference Team three seasons while being accorded Volleyball Athlete of the Year her senior season. 

In basketball, she still ranks in the top 20 in rebounds in Hilltopper history with 541 caroms. 
Dawson was inducted into both the Bellaire High and the West Liberty halls of fame. She was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 

Dan in 1988 and inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2017. 

Ron Stephens 
Ron Stephens (The Linsly School, Class of 1985). He is remembered as one of the greatest baseball players 

in Linsly history, but the 6-4, 185-pounder was also a gifted gridder and hoopster for the Cadets. 
He was twice tabbed Linsly's baseball MVP. The talented shortsop was captain of the AU-State Class A 

team as a senior while being an All-Valley first-team honoree as both a junior and senior. 
Stephens batted a robust .403 as a senior with 11 doubles, 29 runs scored and a school record 28 stolen 

bases. That same season, he was a sparkling 5-1 on the mound with a 1.65 ERA, helping the Cadets win the 
OVAC Class 2A crown and script a 20-8 record. Stephens batted .349 as a sophomore and he hit at a .345 
clip as a junior with a pair of grand slams. The versatile performer was a two-time first team Eastern Ohio 
Baseball League selection, earning player of the year honors as a senior. 

On the gridiron, the wide receiver/defensive back/kick returner was so dynamic that he received scholar
ship offers from many D-1 schools, including WVU and Pitt. He set an Ohio Valley record with 61 catches 
in 10 games, a mark that has since been erased. Stephens was a three-year starter in football for the Cadets. 
He was a first-team AU-State, AU-Valley and All-OVAC honoree as a senior. Ron Stephens 

He was no slouch in basketball either, earning first-team All-OVAC and second-team All-Valley honors 
as a senior after leading the Cadets in scoring and rebounding. He was third-team All-Valley as a junior. 

Stephens was drafted out of high school by the Boston Red Sox in the 13th round (413th overall). He opted, however, to go the collegiate 
ranks and accepted a baseball scholarship to the University of Cincinnati. At UC, he was utilized as an infielder, but his meal ticket was on 
the mound. He was 6-5 as a junior, leading the Bean:ats in strikeouts and a 3.84 ERA, He was selected by the Chicago White Sox in the 58th 
round after his junior campaign and played in the minor leagues for five seasons, advancing to the AAA level with the Vancouver White Sox 
of the Pacific Coast League. He retired after the 1992 season. 
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(9 OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 (9 
Eric McGhee 

Eric McGhee (Wheeling Central High School, Class of1991). There have becin a I6t of football standouts 
come through the Maroon Knights' program and this multiple-time all-state selection is right near the top of ~ 
tbe list. 

Actually, McGhee was a standout in three sports during his time at Central, but it was on the football field 
where he left his biggest mark. En route to winning the Kennedy Award, which is presented to West Virginia's 
top prep player, as a senior, McGhee rushed for a modem Ohio Valley record of 2,479 yards on 307 carries 
in 12 games while scoring 30 touchdowns. All told, he finished with 34 touchdowns and more than 3,000 
all-purpose yards. Also a standout on the defensive side of the ball, McGhee had four interceptions, returned 
a fumble recovery for a touchdown and scored 192 total points, which was the best in the Mountain State that 
season. As a junior, McGhee finished second in the Kennedy Award balloting after leading the Obio Valley in 
rushing. He accumulated 1,565 yards on 201 carries. He scored 28 touchdowns on the ground and 172 total 
points to lead the state. Along with his all-state and Kennedy Awards, McGhee was also recognized as the 
Gatorade Player of the Year, Morgantown Touchdown Club Player of the Year, all-USA Today team and the Eric McGhee 
Touchdown Club of Atlanta also recognized McGhee's efforts. Locally, the awards were obviously plentiful, 
too. He was twice named captain of the all-Valley Small-School team and he was captain of the all-OVAC Class AA team. 

After his prep career, McGhee accepted an offer to attend Bowling Green State University. He played two years and served primarily as a kick 
returner. He was a part of the Falcons' 1992 team which finished 10-2 and won the Las Vegas Bowl. He led the team in kickoff returns with 14 
for 269 yards that season, including 125 yards against Wisconsin. He played two seasons of professional football for the Steel Valley Smash. 
Along with his football exploits, McGhee was part of the Maroon Knights' 1990 Class AA state championship basketball team. He was 
also the OVAC Class AA baseball player of the year after serving as the Knights' lead-off hitter. 

Kellv Shields 
• 

Kelly Shields (Edison High School, Class of 1993). This fonner Wildcat made a decision to focus on the 
sport of wrestling as a youngster, and it was a decision that paid the ultimate dividends. 

A four-year mainstay for the Wildcats, Shields helped to put Edison on the map at the state level through 
his exploits on the mat during his career which saw him rack up 137 career wins. 

Shields is one of just nine OVAC wrestlers to win four championships at the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling 
Tournament. He won the 1990 and 1991 crowns at 103 pounds; bumped up a class to 112 in 1992 and then 
captured his fourth title at 119 as a senior. 

The success didn't end inside what was then known as the Wheeling Civic Center as Shields put forth a 
brilliant career at the state level, too, becoming a constant at the Nutter Center on the campus of Wright 
State University. 

Shields was a four-time state qualifier and claimed the Division II, 103-pound state championship as a 
Kelly Shields sophomore. He finished 37-1 as a senior, dropping his first-round match in the state tournament which, at that 

time, eliminated him from the tournament. 
Shields won the district championship as a freshman, sophomore and senior. After his senior season, Shields was recognized as the OVAC 

Wrestler of the Year at 119 pounds. He was also named an All-American by the National High School Wrestling Team. 
Upon graduation, Shields enrol1ed at Kent State University with intentions of continuing his wrestling career, however he suffered a knee 

injury which led to the end of competitive wrestling. Shields' abilities nJso earned a spot on Team Ohio, which nJlowed him to travel to 
places such as Hawaii, Australia and New Zealand in the summer of 1992. 

Adam Hoppel 
Adam Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 2004). Whether it was on the football field or the 

wrestling mat, this talented athlete shined brightly during all four years of his prep career. 
In football, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay for Coach Rich Wright's team. He was a part of tv.'O unde

feated teams and three playoff qualifiers as a standout on both lines. 
A three-time, first-team all-Eastern District pick, Hoppel shined along the defensive line, accumulating 217 

career tackles and 26 sacks in his career. 
Along with nJl-district, Hoppel was named second~team all-Ohio as a senior. He was a three-time all-OVAC 

selection and multiple-time pick for the Columbiana County and Quad County all-star teams. 
In wrestling, Hoppel was a four-year mainstay. Qualifying for the OHSAA Division II State Tournament in 

each of his seasons, Hoppel was a four-time sectional and three-time district champion. In Columbus, he placed 
three times. As a sophomore, Hoppel had his arm raised as a state champion. He was runner-up in both 2003 
and 2004. As a freshman, he qualified and won two matches, but only six wrestlers placed at that time. 

In addition to his efforts in the postseason, Hoppel was a four-time champion at the OVAC Tournament. Adam Hoppel 
When he accomplished the feat in 2004, Hoppel was just the fourth wrestler ever to do so. 

He finished his mat career with a Beaver Local record of 154 victories. 
After electing to pursue a football career, Hoppel signed with the University of Cincinnati where he became a starter in 2006 along the 

defensive line. As a senior, he collected 38 tackles, had an interception and a fumble recovery. He had his career high of seven tackles in the 
Papajohns.com Bowl. Hoppel signed an undrafted free agent with the Cleveland Browns, but was released prior to the start of the season. 
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{4) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 {4) 
Zach Collaros 

Zach Collaros (Steubenville High Schoo], Class of 2007). Eligible for induction for the first time, this former Big 
Red multi-sport standout was a no-brniner. 

During his prep career, it didn't matter the sport that Collaros played. He simply shined in them all, earn
ing four letters in basketball, baseball and football. However, it was on the football field for Coach Reno 
Saccoccia 's team where Collaros made arguably his biggest impact. 

Collaros was a three-year starter at quarterback and amassed an incredible 41-1 record while helping to lead 
Big Red to back-to-back 15-0 state championship in 2005 and 2006. During those sea.sons, he broke every 
Steubenville passing record. 

As a senior, en route to first-team all-Ohio and state player of the year honors in Division III, Collaros 
passed for 2,550 yards and 30 touchdowns against just four interceptions. He also rushed for 15 touchdowns 
and 720 yards. All told, he passed for 4,306 yards and 53 touchdowns, while running for 1,304 yards and 25 
touchdowns. 

Collaros wasn't a one-way player, either. He shined at defensive back, recording 14 interceptions. He ran Zach Collaros 
six of those back for touchdowns, while also recovering five fumbles and scoring twice. 

On the baseball field, Collaros was the starting shortstop basically from day one of his career for Coach Fred 
Heatherington's ultra-successful program. He started on the Big Red state runner-up team in 2004 and had the team's lone hit in the game. 

For his career, Collaros batted .407 with 100 RBI, 122 runs scored, 17 doubles, eight triples and two home runs. 
In basketball, Collaros earned first-team all-OVAC as a junior and senior. He finished his career with 1,203 career points, which is fourth

best in Steubenville history. He averaged 19.8 points a game as a junior and 16 as a senior. 
Upon completing his prep career, Collaros accepted u scholarship to piny football at Cincinnati. He was a four-year letterman with the 

Bearcnts and became the team's starting guarterback as a junior. 
He earned all-Big East honors after passmg for 2,902 yards and 26 touchdowns. He led the conference in passing yards per game (263.8), passing 

yards (2,902) and total offense (282.2), As a senior, he passed for 1,940 yards and 15 touchdowns, but missed more than three full games with an 
injury before returning to quarterback the team to victory in the Liberty Bowl. 

He finished his UC career with more than 5,()()0 passing yards and 50 touchdowns, becoming only the second quarterback in school history to 
accomplish such a feat. 

Collaros signed us an undrafted-frec. agent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, but was later released. He's spent the five seasons 1lS ·the -starting 
quarterback for the Hamilton Ttcats and was traded to the Saskatchewan Roughriders in 2018. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2018 (9 

Mac 
Cara 

Dall 
Harper 

Bob 
Henderson 

Eddie 
Sterling 

Kim 
Tullis 

Legends of OVAC,ifidrlbersahoalslwrwts tliose gtl!at atlitetes who played.or coached in the Ohio Valley'• 
prlortD.thejbrmaffon,bftJfe. confimmce in, 1943 trrwlwp[ayedorcoachedaftett/ia,tdale but before 1 

. • • • • .. · their~hool beaatne· a memberof.the·.coriferencl!.. • • 

Dominic (Mac) Cara (Bellaire High School, Class of 1933). Ao AU-Valley end, and four-year multi-sport performer, for the Big Reds, he earned three football 
letters at North Carolina State and served us 1936 team cnpta.in as a senior. He was selected on an AJI-Time Wolfpack learn. All-State, All-Conference, All-South and 
honorable mention All-America. He was the first Wolfpack to be drafted - in the 19th Round of the 1937 NFL Draft by the Boston Redskins and played two seasons 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

He returned to the Ohio Valley n:nd coached old Powhatan High School to the Ohio Class B state championship in 1940 with a 3-1 finals win OYer Milford Center 
after 14-0 and 13.Q tourney wins. From 194047. he couched the Steubenville CentraJ football team to a combined 50-17-7 record including marks of 9-0-1, 8-0-1, 
8-1 and 8-1. Also, during that period, he coached the Steubenville Pros team for three years. 

In 1948, he st!Lrted a 12-year college usslstant coach stint including a year at Georgeto\.\-11, five years (1949-53) at Mississippi State and six years (1954-59) at the 
University of Florida. He recruited 37 Ohio Valley plnyers to those schools including OVAC Hall of Fumers Joe Fortunato (Mingo) and Don Fleming (Shadyside). 

He returned to the Ohio Valley in 1961 and was an assistant coach under head coach Tom Keane from 1962-65 with~ Wheeling Ironmen, which won a United 
Football l...ellgue title in I %3. 

Cara, who was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Bellaire High Halls of Fame, is deceased. 
Dail Harper (Caldwell High School, Class of 1986). A three-s}X}rt prep athlete who set shot put record<i in track nnd earned all-state honors in football. A5 a 

senior tmckman, his school record shot put effort of 64-feet, 9-inches nt the Fulton Relays in Lancaster was the record for an area weightman for 23 years and ranks 
second all-time. After a state Class A runner-up finish as a sophomore with a 52-9 J/4 toss, he won two Ohio titles with efforts of 58-7 and 59-2 1/4. He also was a 
st.ate discus qualifier as a senior. 

The three-time Pioneer Valley Conference shot put champion also won the Kiebler InlemationaJ Meet in Chicago and was runner-up at the National Junior Olympics. 
USA Today selected ltim as Ohio Tmck Athlete of the Year for 1986. 

In football, he was a four-year lettennan/sturter at running back and earned three All-Pioneer Valley Conference honors while leading team to two PVC champion
ships. A two-time All-Eastern District pick, he was named Offensive Player of the Year as a senior when he rushed for 1,625 yards and 25 TDs. In Caldwell's first-ever 
Ohio playoff game, he rushed for 260 yards vs. Crooksville. He ended with 3,486 career rushing yards. Harper wus also a three-year starter in basketball. 

A Kent State recruit for track, he was a three-year lettennan and a two-year Mid-American Conference outdoor champion in the shot put (58-6, 58-9) and an NCAA 
All-American as a junior when he placed 5th in the national indoors. He ranks 4th all-time in school indoor and 7th all-time in school outdoor shot put. 

Bob Henderson (Cambridge High School, Oass of 1955). One of the Bobcats' most honored football players, the center-linebacker was a first team All-Ohio 
selection as a center by both wire service polls and also the first Bobcat to be cited on an All-America team by Scholastic Coach. He also is in rare company by hav
ing his uniform No. 24 retired by the school. 

The three-time All-Central Ohio League first team honoree helped the Bobcats win back-to-back league titles in 1952 and 1953. He also was a four-year basketball 
player and All-COL honorable mention choice as a senior and competed two years in baseball. 

The 6-foot- l, 205-pound athlete earned a scholarship to the University of Illinois where be was a three-year lettennan at center-linebacker. In a 20-13 upset in 1956 
of nationally-ranked No. 1 Michigan Stnte, he had an ironman game by playing 58 minutes of the 60-minute contest. Future Pro Football Hall of Farner Ruy Nitschke 
was a fellow linebacker. 

After serving llJTTied services duty. he coached the lllinois freshman team for a year with a roster including another future Pro Football Hall of Farner, Dick Butkus. 
He later coached high school football for 25 years in Illinois. He passed away in 2016. 

Eddie Sterling (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943). The 6-foot-1 forward competed at high levels on the high school, college and professional levels. He 
earned first team All-Ohio in the largest Class A as a senior Purple Rider while scoring 357 points for an unbeaten regular season team which ended 24-1 including 
sectional, district and regional titles before bowing to Newark in the Ohio State Tournament. At Ferry, he was a four-year basketball player, three yea.rs ll5 a track long 
jumper and one year in football and baseball. 

At West Virginia University, he was a three-year starter on teams with a combined 48-20 record and was team captain as a senior. He scored 559 career points. He 
later returned to the Ohio Valley where he played fro 1950-52 with the Wheeling Blues of the Tri-Slate Pro Ba<iketball League. 

He also coached basketball from 55-60 at old Cadiz High School where his final five teams went 88•14 after a 4-17 first year start His 1959 and 1960 Ca:.rdinal 
teams won the OVAC Class A titles and he led teams with won-lost marks of 17-2, 16-3, 19-3, IS-2 wtd 18-4, 

Kim Tullis (Iev,1ett-Scio High School, Class of 1984). The 5-foot-4 guard was the first Ohio Valley girl to break the 2,0CIO-polnt career murk with 2,072 in 90 
games during a four-year starting career. She scored in double figures in 89 games with a single game high of 53 vs. Indian Valley North, the fourth valley player to 
reach the 50-point mark. She led the valley in scoring two straight years and, as a senior, averaged 27.5 points, 7.5 rebounds, 8.0 assists and 5.4 steals while shooting 
46.4% from the floor. 

Tullis was a first team all-Ohio selection as a senior and she was a three-time first team All-Valley honoree - named co-captain ll5 a senior. She average-d 25.1 as a 
Junior and was a second team All-Ohio pick and scored 25.2 as a sophomore and gained third team AII-Ohlo honors. She also was a three-time choice as All•Eastem 
District and All-District 5. 

A resident of Kent, she was a four-year letterwinner at Miami of Ohio and a senior team co-captain while earning All-Mid American Conference Tournament and 
honorable mention All-MAC her final season. In I JO career games, she scored 940 points with 315 11Ssists nnd 172 steals, She led her team in assists ns a senior. 
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TheOVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates 

Ron Miller 
as the Denny Magruder 

Distinguished Service Award 
recipient for 2018 

Wheeling's Ron Miller has spent the past 20-plus years volunteering in various capacities not only for the OVAC, but also at The Linsly 
School, Wheeling Jesuit University and for the Cancer Research Classic basketball tournament. With the conference, he's been the driving force 
behind the 50-year all-star football reunion - a program that started in 2007 to honor the participants of past OVAC All-Stnr Football Garnes -
doing countless hours of research locating nnd contacting the individuals. He was the Director of the Museum/ Archives at Linsly; assisted the 

athletic department at Wheeling Jesuit with ticket sales and the senior citizen program for 16 years; 
and managed ticket sales for the CRC for the first seven years of the event. 

Past winners of the award: 
Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), 

Carpenters Local #3 oJWheeling (2012), Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), 
WesBanco Maintenance Staff (2014), Ohio University Eastern (2015), 
Oglebay Park/Wheeling Park Commission (2016); Mickey Duffy (2017) 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Committe is seeking 

nominations for future consideration 
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 
OVAC 'Contributor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested. 

The 16th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 17, 2019 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va. 
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Congratulations to the 2018 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 

DOMINIC "MAC" CARA• CLASS OF 1933 
RON L. LEE•CLASS OF 1971 

GEORGIA DAWSON• CLASS OF 1984 
STEVE KISH• ADMINISTRATOR 

Join or renew your membership to the 
Bellaire Alumni Assooiation today! 
www.bellairebigredsalumni.oom 

PRIDE, 
SPIRI 
TRA 
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Congratulations 

Ron (Pa) White 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame. 

Your dedication to the OVAC 
for the past five decades has been amazing. 

We are so proud of you. 

Love, 
Your Family 
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Congratulations Coach Bob Montgomery 
and the rest of the Hall of Fame Inductees 

From your friends at 

"Custom Awards & Signs of All Kinds" 

304-233-1925 1-800-446-1925 
2245 Main St. Wheeling, WV 26003 

ovawards@comcast.net Dave &' Paula Monteleone - Owners 
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,, 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Laue, 
The Kilgour Family 

Jeff, Betsy, Ashleigh & Alex 
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Proud To Honor Two Of 
Our Finest Athletes 

Don Osby 
Class of 1968 

Zach Collaros 
Class of 2007 
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Central Catholic High School 
ls proud of our 201'ff1nductees: 

Eric McGhee,,1991 
.Ee1it:l Haberftela;.1954 

"· . . . . ·- . ' 

•. fi{$itllfttitril(blt~I 
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The St. Clairsville 
Athletic Department 

salutes 
Geno Sessi 

for his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2018 
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~"~"The c,~ambridge 
Bobcat Booster Club 

salutes 
Bob Henderson 

CHS Class of 1955 
'Legend of the OVAC' 

Ron White 
We congratulate you on your 

contributions to the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference in basketball, 

track and the OVAC Banquet 
of Champions. 

Ron and Mary Lou Mauck 
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FROM A FAMILY'S FIRST CAMPUS VISIT TO 
GRADUATION DAY, THESE WORDS ECHO 
THROUGHOUT THE LINSLY EXPERIENCE: 

To PERSEVERE THROUGH 
ADVERSITY. 

To SHOW GRACE IN VICTORY 
AND DEFEAT. 

To RESPECT THE OPPOSITION. 

THESE VALUES SERVE STUDENTS WELL 
WHILE THEY ARE AT LINSLY AND 
THROUGH THEIR COLLEGE AND 
PROFESSIONAL LIVES. 

CONGRATULATIONS LINSLY SCHOOL 
2018 OVAC HALL OF FAME HONOREES: 

DENNIS MAGRUDER DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENT: 

RON MILLER, '55 

HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2018 INDUCTEE: 

RON STEPHENS, '85 
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In rn~mory,"'of 
William 'Bill' Tucker 

2018 OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

TenneseeA&I College 
1%3-67 

Weir High School 
1958-62 

1960 Weir High School AAA State Champions 
West Virginia All-State 

1961 Weir High School AAA State Champions 
West Virginia All-State, All-American 

Weir High School Wall of Fame 

1962 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Football Game 
Most Valuable Performer 

1963-67 Tennessee A&I College 
Tennessee State University Sports Hall of Fame 

Street of Dreams athlete from Weir Avenue 
who was a professional athlete 

Recipeint of the Dapper Dan Special Achievement Award 

Weirton Hall of Fame 

To understand the athlete - know his origin! 
A product of their environment! 

Dunbar School, Power House Field, The Alley, The Bottom 
and The Flat Form= Weir Avenue - north end! 

Family - Friends - Teammates of Bill Tucker! 

I have been around a lot of talented and gifted athletes 
and they are not always in the same package! 

Bill Tucker was one of those -GIFTED aand TALENTED! 
--Bob Kelley 
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San Francisco 49ers 
1967-70 

Chicago Bears 
1971 
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• STEUBENVILLE ffiGH SCHOOL 
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Heving In Greatness - Reaching Expectations Daily - -
Congratulations 

OVAC Hall ofFamers 
Don Osby (Class of 1969) 

• ZachCollaros (Class of2007) 

- - -
JEFFERSONIAN 

conurabllates 
The OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2018 

especlallV local honorees 

Earl Habarlleld 
'OVACFamltv' 

Bob Handerson 
Cembrldoa 

'OVACLeuend' 

Dall Hamer 
CaldWell 

'DVAC Legend" 
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Congratulations 
RonMillerI 
For receiving the 

2018 Distinguished 
Service Award 

Remembering, 

g~~ 
National Imperial Glass Museum 

3200 Belmont Street 
Bellaire, OH 43906 

740.671.3971 

Congratulations 

RON MILLER 
Reclptent of the Denny Magruder 2018 

Distinguished Service Award 

Stone Presbyterian church 
25 Eas-t cave. Alie., Whee'lrtig,. WV 

(304) 242~4610 
• stonepresbyterfan@gmalLcont • 

Summer Worshlp•l0 a.m,. • 
Regular Wafship 11 a;m. • .. · .• 



Congrats Adam Hoppel! 
The Beaver Local Community 

is very proud of you!! 
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The Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials Association 
congratulates Steve Kish, Jr. 

on his induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

OVAC 'Mr. Mat' honoree 
Ohio/W.Va./OVAC Wrestling Official of the Year 

Ohio Wrestling Officials Hall of Fame 
OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame 

National Wrestling Hall of Fame/Ohio Chapter 
Past President of the Ohio Valley 
Wrestling Officials Association 
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Congratulations Kelly Shields 
'Edison South Wrestling 
4-Time OVAC Champion 

1991 Ohio Division II 
103-Pound State Champion 

Congratulations Ron White 
Springfield Local Class of 1966 
Thank you for all you have done 
through the years with the OVAC 

Edison Athletic Boosters 
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Congratulations 

Bob Montgomery 

2018 OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 
Basketball referee since 1962 

Thanks for your service 
to the youth of the Ohio Valley! 

Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials 
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The Martins_ ferry_ High School 

( 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Bob Plotz 
MFHS Class of 1946 

OVAC HOF Inductee 2018 

Ed Sterling 
MFHS Class of 1943 
OVAC 'Legend' 2018 

Keith Vrotsos 
MFHS Class of 1979 

OVAC HOF Inductee 2018 

Purple Rider Nation is proud of you! 
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Congratulations, Ron Miller, 
for receiving the 2018 

Dennis Magruder Distinguished Service Award! 

Ron Miller 

It is with great pride that we congratulate our father on 
his accomplishment of induction into the OVAC Hall of 
Fame. We are all better for his devotion and service to the 
young people of the Ohio Valley and the athletics they par
ticipated in. He will ever live in our hearts with respect, 
great admiration and always hold that wonderful title as 
"coach". 

---The Jack Berger Family 
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1955 Linsly classmates 

EdHelal 
Ed Gustkey 
Dick Hutter 
John Martin 

Bruce Meredith 
Chuck Millick 
Thad Rutter 

Ron Wickham 

Jack Berger 



Congratulations 

Georgia Dawson 
Mac Cara 

Ron Lee 
Steve Kish 

on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Big Reds 
Touchdown Club 

Greg Gilli - President 
Norm Papola - Vice-President 

Fred Hocker - Secretary 
Jim LaRoche - Treasurer 

Trustees 
Bob Koteles 
Bob Kovalyk 
Jim Teasdale 
Dan Ramsey 
Frank Hibbits 

We support the Big Reds in all sports! 
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Congratulations 

• ':-> 

Bob Pritchard 
Wheeling High 

HOF Class of2018 

Steve Kish, Jr. 
Coach/Official 

Mr. Mat Award Winner 
HOF Class of 2018 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling 
Coaches' Association 

salutes and thanks you 
for your contribution 

to the sport of wrestling 
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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Congratulations 
Ron White 

2018 OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 
30 years as a basketball official 

OVAC Basketball Commissioner 

Thanks for your service 
to the youth of the Ohio Valley! 

Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials 
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"One .of the greatest giftS-of life is friendship and we have received it." 

Congratulations Friend 

Ron Wh,ite 
20'18 GVAC Hall of Fame lnduttee • 

. . . 

• ••.. ···.• ,To,m ,& Linda Myers and F-ai~:f,t:yf 
- _-_ ' -,: - ' ,- - - - - - '· ' - __ ,,-,,,,, 

Congratulations JMHS Coach Bob Montgomery 
2018 Hall of Fame Inductee 

From the Todd Hayes Memorial Pavilion Committee 
Eric Anderson, Paul Smith, Mike Myers, Mike Wayt, Mike Maroney 
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. Congratulations, 
Dail Harper! 

Noble County Commissioner Ty Moore 

and 

King Quarries 
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• • • • • • 
Congratulations 
Keith Vrotsos 

Congratulations 
Coach Bob Montgomery 

OVAC Hall of Fame 2018 

Eric Anderson Martins Ferry High School 
Class of 1979 & Jim Cochran 

• • • • • • 
for your well-deserved induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Frune 
Love, 

The Vrotsos Family 

Congratulations John Simonson 

The WVSSAC would like to congratulate John 
Simonson on his well deserved induction into the 
OVAC Athletic Conference Hall of Fame. 

John Simonson worked with me at Wheeling 
Park High School and we developed a close friend
ship over the years. 

John also assisted the WVSSAC with weekly 
Ohio scores and schedules to assist the WVSSAC 
on the weekly football ratings. 

John has given an unmeasurable amount of time to both Ohio and West Vir
ginia High School Athletics. 

Bernie Dolan, Executive Director 

41 

' ' 1-' 



THE OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 
SALUTES OUR 2018 HALL OF FAME HONOREES 

OVAC FAMILY 
RON WHITE 

Basketball Commissioner 
Long Time Banquet of Champions Director 

CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTOR 
EARL HABERFIELD 

One of the Founding Fathers of the All-Star 
Basketball Game 

OFFICIALS 
STEVE KISH 
Past President 

Executive Board Member 
Interim Executive Secretary 

DENNIS MAGRUDER DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD 

RON MILLER 
Research Extradornaire' for Fifty-Year Football Reunions 

We can do what we do because you did 
(and continue to do) what you do. 

Thank you and Congratulations. 
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Bellaire Local Schools 

~,,,'-. 
·~~---'%.~~ 

• • ~~ ,;4$. 

. 
1£ 

'•!i--. \ 

and the Bellaire High School Athletic Department 
congratulate our 2018 Hall of Fame inductees 

Mac Cara 
Steve Kish 
Ron Lee 

Georgia Dawson Vannest 

Wee are proud of your accomplishments 
and thank you for your contributions 

to the pride and tradition 
of Bellaire High School Athletics 

. ~,~~ 
1~· . 

4''~i . 
~- . 

,. ~ __ - \ 
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' - _ ... ,i\.u.01.l-S• 

co~~-.,.'CU" Bob •• 

Montgomery 
From your friends at 

GKr 
GoldKhourey&Turak 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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Congratulations 

Kelly Shields 
Edison High 

4-Time OVAC Champion 
HOF Class of 20 I 8 

Adam Hoppel 
Beaver Local High 

4-Time OVAC Champion 
HOF Class of 20 I 8 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling 
Coaches' Association 

salutes and thanks you 
for your contribution 

to the sport of wrestling 
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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Congratulations 
John 'Doc' Simonson 
2018 OVAC HOF Inductee 

An Honor Deservingly Earned 

From Your Friends at The Highlands 
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~ ? 

Congratulations 
to OVAC 'Legend' 

® Dail Harper ® 

® frolll ® 
the Caldwell Boosters 
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Be sure to visit 
the OVAC Hall of Fame display 

and OVAC Museum 
located inside WesBanco Arena 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
... 

Gallery of Previous Inductees 
Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012) 
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Roger Alford (Class of 2017) 
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013) 
Zach Amedro (Class of 2016) 
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Kim Augur (Class of 2016) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Jodi Bates (Class of 2016) 
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011) 
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (Class of 2012) 
Eddie Becker (Class of 2016) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Jami Bendle (Class of2017) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Class of 2015) 
David Bertolino (Class of 2014) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Stan Blankenship (Class of 2016) 
Rick Boron (Class of 2011) 
Stan Boroski (Class of 2014) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014) 
Jim Brown (Class of 2013) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010) 
Bill Brubaker (Class of 2014) 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Dave Caldwell (Class of 2017) 
Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (Class of2012) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008) 
Willie Clay (Class of 2011) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011) 
Rick Coles (Class of2014) 
James Companion (Class of 2014) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013) 

Andy Cross (Class of 2016) 
Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc'Daugherty (Class of2009) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Nate Davis (Class of 2017) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
C.R. 'Dick' Dei (Class of 2011) 
Dave Delande (Class of 2016) 
Rick DeLnca (Class of 2010) 
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011) 
Charles 'Red' Donley (Class of 2012) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014) 
Larry Duck (Class of 2010) 
Clyde Eads (Class of 2015) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Amber Ellison (Class of 2012) 
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013) 
Chris Enochs ( Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
David 'Ty' Fleming (Class of 2015) 
Don Fleming (Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford (Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Tom Franckhauser (Class of2017) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Rich 'Hoot' Gibson (Class of 2013) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Class of 2013) 
Bill Gompers (Class of 2017) 
Gordon Gordon (Class of2014) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Neil Habig (Class of 2016) 
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Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 

John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Class of2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010) 
Jay Handlan (Class of 2016) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
TJ. Hannig (Class of 2011) 
Jeff Harrison (Class of2017) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
William 'Catfish'Hearst(Classof2017) 
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008) 
Art Hehr (Class of 2012) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Brittany Hocker (Class of 2015) 
Paul Hoover (Class of 2015) 
Allan Homyak (Class of 2004) 
John Howell (Class of2013) 
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012 
Chuck Howley ( Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell ( Class of 2006) 
Karrie Hutchins (Class of 2014) 
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2007) 
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014) 
Alan Jack (Class of 2014) 
Bob Jeter (Class of 2011) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Rod Johnson (Class of 2015) 
Chris Jones (Class of 2017) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010) 
Arthur 'Butch' Joseph (Class of2017) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012) 
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
George Kellas (Class of 2015) 
Jim Kerr (Class of 2014) 
Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012) 
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008) 
John Kirker (Class of 2011) 

Bob Koch (Class of 2016) 



OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007) 
Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Class of 2015) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of2009) 
Terry Leggett (Class of2017) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Dave Linn (Class of 2016) 
Larry Mannie (Class of 2013) 
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015) 
Scot Maffe (Class of 2017) 
Joe Maroon (Class of 2012) 
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011) 
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Jim McConnick (Class of 2011) 
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013) 
Mike McLeod (Class of 2015) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Craig Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Pat Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dr. Vince Mouseau (Class of 2009) 
Harry ''Moo" Moore (Class of 2013) 

James 'Junior'Moore (Classof2014) 
Jinuny Mountain (Class of 2016) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
Rob Munn (Class of 2016) 
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Linda Myers (Class of 2015) 
Rick Nau (Class of 2015) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
John Nese (Class of 2016) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013) 

Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Ed Pastiloug (Class of 2015) 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011) 
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Jim Potts (Class of 2014) 
RichardL. 'Dick'Potts (Classof2004) 
Duane Powell (Class of 2015) 
Matt Powell (Class of 2016) 
Peri Powell (Class of 2013) 
Jack Prettyman (Class of 2014) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004) 

Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of2013) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Gary Repella (Class of 2017) 
Paul Rickards (Class of 2014) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Bob Roe (Class of 2014) 
Blaine Rose (Class of 2013) 
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010) 

April Rotilio (Class of2017) 
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Mike Smith (Class of 2014) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Mike Snively (Class of2017) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Roger Sowers (Class of2017) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012) 
Chris Starr (Class of 2012) 
Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 2013) 
Dau Stephens (Class of 2014) 
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John Stephenson (Class of 2010) 
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008) 
Ross Stoltz (Class of2017) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012) 
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015) 
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013) 
Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015) 
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Jim Thomas (Class of 20013) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 

Richard 'Dick'Thurnes(Classof2011) 
Dick Tomlinson (Class of 2017) 
Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 2015) 
Agnes Tinunons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horue (Class of 2004) 
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013) 
Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016) 
Sharon Vmcent (Class of 2011) 
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chuck'Watt (Class of2010) 
Alex Welker (Class of 2012) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Tom West (Class of 2016) 
Ben Wiley (Class of 2016) 
Denver Williams (Class of 2012) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006) 
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011) 
Otis Winston (Class of 2009) 
Jim Wood (Class of 2016) 
Jim Woofter (Class of 2016) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008) 
Don Zinni (Class of 2013) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'Fomlly'J 

Gtwr' E. Kllralitt IB~~ High Scbool). rcc0£lliz.e,J iu the "father" of bl~ 
i:diool WTHlling Ul the Ohiu \"1uey. KoVllllck pn:vXmlylw been hmrnm ,;i,1th mrn1, 
bcrr.hip In numtro11! hnlli of~- indUW!li those at Kent Slllle Univt:til!}'.: the Ohio 
Valley l'-oorull Coad:iet A.w:,,,.iatloo; Upper Ohio ¼lley D.-ooer Oub: Vtcst Liberty 
Stale C~; OillD Athletic Dmctun ant! the Ohio W=tlinjl:.fWJ o( Fmne. 

Km~ was selecte,Ju the fim ~t (1976) of the =sOUJ 0VAC Wrenling 
~~~~"itblA of~p.ven JylOllllnllvl<lnlllfor 

Kov!112t_ dim:tal ~lo..,E::.~ tmns ln foot~. bclsebaJl llll<l ,;i,-=tlliui: at both the 
l~ and ~ k\-e!J darini lll1 ~y-wca:wul i:s.-year 
coechmilc=. 

Am,:m,I the~ lie tll1oml in b!gb 1<:hrol or coikge were ~-time Ohio ¼lley ~ John fuvlktl. 
Phil llOO Joe Niekro, and Bobby D::lajla.!, In ba.miall, Km'nlid. cuacbal the HilJtoppen lo the 1964 NAIA 
tweball dmmplooship. the ooly IWIOIW title_ e=- capl!l_ed by the ICboc.l. He 'ulso btio:J West Yuginla 
lntereolk~ Athktic Confrre111..-e dwnolomhip team~ West Liberty In fro.ball, wrestlinj rmd b=ball. 

Km..Tick not IJ'.\ly was one of the ftJUOOm of the OVAC Wrt:S!ling ToortWllCl1t, bui his BrilJiepJrt 
r;nppkn ';l,'OI\ the l1nt seven coofom:1et: chM'npioo1rnp!I. In 1959, Kovlllicb Bulhlop lllU history bv 
bel.u:nini the fl~ t<:hool ouuhle the C1eyd!lro.J am Jlncc 1942 ID win lll Ohio staw w=ilini title llna:194} 
lo ,;i,in an Ohio Mte wrestJin& title ~!nee. He coocheJ ili lnrlivldw1l 5alc champi011'1. 
K~ abet 0VAC i:mdrlna stops wrre al Moundn-!11e, Bclla:ire Ultl Weir high IC'bools. Hil 1973 

Weir Hljh rootball t= WlU a ,tate nmne:r. !ming IO Ea:st BW in the Clan AAA~ final. He retlJal 

f&~J~A~
1
:'~itf=1or" many y~ ~=:Jie~:~~::ft~ 

mm. 
AJoo_s with his v-er.t coodtlni. blow~. Kovalld w:n aho m;ogailo.l ns 4 mz11velow. m:nprutor, 

mruculooJ orpnmr anJ a DlllD ,;i,ith nn euorm:m ~ty for ,;i,url.. 

Cal Pokas (Medlal 
Cd Pokm (Bellaire flld Schoc,]) wu m:d,::,r p.anl.in the~ ,;i,Titing pvfo:m:.1 v.-ixJ 

CUI hue~ ~i/i llJlder BT!J Vllll Home l;O<i deniopcd Ullo ooc of tbe ate:o. 1 ttue rrwspa· 
pa grc.w In rut owu Ml'.hl. 

l'oL:nl. ,;i,ho dieJ in'"2!0). was employed fix 40 ~= nl Tht' T=s l.m,Jrr, locllldinj 

~~~oi:i~~:.i~~c'J;~"':E~= 
ml retirement.. Cd cootmueJ tu c.ontriruk lo lu1 new.µ:;q,er"1 l{Qtl pa.e, wtlb. 1w wc:ek:• 
If "E}-e Oil tbe Huch" column abrut Ohio swe fcooiall. Polil aJw ~y U\11 lo It 
that~ tbe ~ ltlllJJ[" IPJIU llll:h ~ l"T1'.&--coorury, tritl !Wll >-olle}'hall, 

m.~ wu =f~ ! f OV~diout hiJ = and_be devoted modi 
of ltlJ sp= time, \D IC!"l'illi on~ for the !Liily Mumley Oimm-· Footb!lll All•SW Cla.wc, along with 
~ ttandinp for tbi: fOCJtball m:I buktbtll cti.ripionshlp raccs.1-fc alw la"1'ed llll • inaliJ. ICia!ioos corn• 

mi~ i: ~U~ ofihe Ohlo fup Sf'Ol:U WM~ A=>:iation.and wu cmmtlJ&lcaerof~Oruo 
Valle",• B&ehail leaiUC' fc:.' 23 }UIJ. H!J mterHIJ 111 lhe carrnnunit1· went be}ond the worul of ljXlfU ns Pout 
~eiJ Oil Ill\ ad.'!¥!')' boon.I for the Sall'atl<l!l Anny; WM 8':lmoot"CIM!t)' OalrtnJ.n of the Mru"tifl!e Scie:mrlJ 
Awxiatkm: BOO filleil a $Cal oo the Mart!ns Fmy Gvil Ser\lk.""e Comm±nion fur 32 yem until ttiJ dath. 

,~~&ii~~~=~n~~c=~~¢~Th?~~be~ 

P•cl~~~/};i!;'~~~w~'ihn"~in:~lheaoo~;imi~~~ 
of Fame. He •ho rn--e1val .mice a\1-'W.1 flnn ~ moo V~y Golf C~ ~IOCt&tioa. tbc OVAC Ohio 
Villey Food:tall COWJel A.uo.ial.ion; Ohio Bucball Hall of F.ll!IC: om he WE boiuro lJJ be~ lhe flm 
Sp.lfU1Ml11hlp Ethks md ~ty Awmi fix the ~em Dl5lnct from the 0HSAA. Pokas wm a "Mr. Mu~ 

~~~;:~v!~~~1a~;:lill~~~~~~ 
tJJ Ohio Valle)' )ooth. 

Jim Foti (Coaroe,J 

~~\'fe:;:Jy~1:c~~hl!R~t}~:~f~:%~ 
'NritcnA~ion, UpperOh:!o Valley 0npper ~ C\ubano.lJ<tn Qmoll (TmvCTBity'1 
H411sofFanie. 

Foti,~ native of JunffiOWD, N.Y,, came lo the =a in !942 llfler hiving roochc:u at 
Erie (Pa.) Prqi. He coocheu banethall III Wuwootl. Wheeling Cenln.l Catholic and 
Bellaire. Chmll. Foti~ 466 YDni!)' basletbill vlctori.~. all but 16 co1nlni nt 
OVAC ~inlls. He coadieti W.m'tJOU l-li¢i to ll!ven Weu Vlliffll-!I n'~anal ctwnpl· 
omhlps IUW hiJ 19,61 VWl1i ~uad 101on lhe ~ tilk.111 1976.hiJ finafy=u ~ ~ 
C05Ch 000 the last \ZWV1 befca tbe Ohio O..UU,,. c=lklallon Foti'i \~tkinp 
IU;'i.OCCU to the r.we \DUITl&lllttlt ICJ!lili!W3 before &ein_g ~. The 197_5 learn pllyeJ in the mte 
chlunpkruhlp 1,.1arrz. lie hw five W.Va. Ci:tlholic tille·WIIl!lmi lC'lUTU at V.~ Centra.! anti~ hl,; 
~!0.9YAC~pslllthreetlhislnn.l. 

hi 1943. Foti hz.d a -4-3 m.u:tl team MCentral, to.·h:lch lll!J by I poin.c while pi.A}ing in the Eamm Catholk 
clinmpiomhip, he.W nt Newport, RJ. 

~ll!~~~.~;r~ilhftl'A=i~~=~]~~l~~',I,~ 
194] Y.'lledin; Central fr«blll ka1D went 9. r OD() gained a Slffi Bowl berth, ,;,.-ilere j\ lO'il a 20-19 thriller 10 
llocheueT, Pa., & Stwbenville. 
w:!~

8
~wcoacbal ~profrnicmal OOJ.ethall fortwoyean u be di=.1eJ the ',\'hec~ Purl~ in 1947 

Foti rnacbnl te\-=l oomm:.dlni,lllhlda duriUi hiJ dillln~hro career. Amoni: the Ce-n~ 1-!m!doou 
wm fa1nn "Dubie~ Dailer and il!Y Gootpen:, bc(h ol ,;i,liom wmt Oil io ¢.ay at Notte Dame; Jack 
l',.kCoo.ville,Awbama; Pete SdJuetz, iJuq-. and Paul Schuetz. Northltt'.lem. Ai Wirwood Ix had a role 
In the development ofChud: H~·k}', fomier V.'YU anJ Doilu Ciw.t.ors• SJC.a.!i. Bob O\J:nle,;1• (WVU), llld 
Wliktball 1tmiol.rul Bob Ay= (VMI, Bill Ke=ly {Arizma Stl!tc) !llld Git-i; 1. nu:n.."b fArrny . 

Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Famlly'J 

. Sf!M#fl A. Mwnh] (Ben11U:U Uniun J-fiih S...tiooll served t-;,,·o tenm - covering a 
iota! o/ 32 yM - a:t tln:Utlve secretm)· of the Ohio Valley Alhl.etlc Coofe:rence. 
Ourl:ns the &eCOOI.I tam Yrhl,ch lu!ro ll!ltil Im~ in 1999, Mumley belpetl re=m:t 
the bi-ita!c league from the brink ofblnkrtipt.:y to lt<J cumnl lWlding ll on: of the~ 
trl~ K'hcol conf= in the entire CU'Jlllry. 

Some of the mt111y hlghli=from ti!s ~lllilihip lncltlded Helpi:ng toCMabli5h the 
OVAC FoondutJoo at a fuilll-rauing um fl.II' the confercnce; Sa.urin=CAA 
cert:i&lltlon for the Rudy I',- • OVAC Cl:!$itJ AII-Sw Football Oauic; 
aaj[rfinmcial 1pmsoo. to IUP{Kl{t all oltbe 0VAC proi;run,. ln:Judini the Banquet o 
Clwm:iiun,, an awmls dl= that booon mere tlwi l ,(lX) a1hktet each lp(tlljj and 
proviJe1 IIIOft'than S20,ooJ annnaily In scholar.hips; Embfubio& the all-.mr~ ~ -.,,tiich wat 14ler 
reiwneJ a., the S=I A. Mwnley 0VAC AlJ..Sw SHktball Claclc-. 

l1famky ·u~iporne to a call of~ went beyonl the 0VAC a, he 11,'l.Hl!-.e of the fwnden of the \\ bec!ina: 
Super Si:t Commlaee, which hill l1mtaJ the Wett \m:ini.ii 11a1e clmmpionship focttQJJ piue, at Vibecling 
bwa.l Staillum !ilDCe 1994. He aI.,obelp,.-d = the West Vlfi)lli.u mte w.= cha:m(»Oll>hips for the city, 
Ph-e y= aflcr his death, the frultion of anotha one of his drutm oc,;:,mal when an utificial i!1m pllylna 
~ WM ~ a1 Wbce!iny_ lmllli Sta:Eum. 

Allhough awuili wrn: never unp:l(WlJ. to MlllIDCy, he WU the recipient o( llUIIIBOOS hooon. The lllljur 
a.wr.n.l.i ~ to him lricluucd: The Nwonal Federatim of 0ffki~ Ouutantling Sm-·icc Awanl: ()t,pper 

DwJ:~ra~~~t~~~=~=:~~ath!rtlcW/tttQ'~,evml 
lllt'a ~. lncluiling Cameron., The Un.,ly Sdiool MIU S1, Cwr.ville. He Wll:'l QUO a tnl!ff LI bl, rolkgc 
alm!l mmr, the Univmity of Macvland, WOi with the Wwlin~ RM.kin., ,nil Phi1lalphia ~. 
1,famley 5:c:1",-·e,J on the WIie o( Ohio &uti o( EQuit)', ,;i,-;u ~ rr.ember oftbe SL C'Llimi!lc Bouil u( EuucMioo 
and I special lithon for the MC!lllll Rewtla:tion ~ 100 Sdro of Hope:. 

Bill Van Horne (Medial 

BIil Hu, H-. (Martins Fmy ffi;h Sd1ool). wi,:, the~ of Ohio Vallev tpocU-
~ dllJini: a~ new~= !hot spinna[ 53 year,. • 

Van Hoo:ie mu ~ editor of Tht' Tllllt'i Lrodrr fllf 25 )~ nro:I the Whaling 
NtM-'I•Rqi.iw for 28 y~. durlni -.dtlch time he wm reroJlllUtl by hi, peen u the 
IOO$I lnfonnadooal anoJ infltlCl11W ,;i,Tller In Ohio Valley hislaj·. 

Hu wen with~ 0VAC over tbc yem mu e:merially inraumenlll in the mcr:eu 
ol the 'flmlling, tocl and field ar.:Jcn:Jt:H'OUIUl"V. fu l-bne Willi the ICCCJOO ~ 
~¥~'~!:-.ni~tt Awud 1n t9n mlli. he also reo."C!vetl tbe Calvin iffin 

Hb colum:M, ''¼n Home rn S~.tt wm: masterpiece cb:tonlcle-, of tbe !iVC!I uf 
othcn.Agiant in li!J 6ekl ll!ll.l a rote motiel for upirlnj wrltm, Van Home wwi a:irnired 
~ re_i-pec!ai fUJ hil U\ltiflly, l.letllrulon. f11ID61. knuwledi;e and compltnloo. 

1/li:J Hom:'1 OJ\-~ Ulld wppon for events llke the Wbeelin£ DI= R.:ic!l (row The Qide:n 
N~ 20K CJMs-i.:/, tbe West \~UEfn:ia Tetllllll ~. an,J the (oow. ikfonct) ',\,~~!,;LPGA Oiis.rlc 
lxlpeti tlx:N e\'ellll JCrl ~ in our m-ea. Hii tiacl.inij: a!Jo WM II f~ In the ·1y n\JO}'W by 
the Wbeelina Imnmcn, 'wbeclirut Blue, :.niJ Wheeling Thunderlrinls (now the 'heeling N1.H=1, 
prot:i::triooal foctball, bmetball JOO hockey lemU, 

~~~~~'inim~~~~~~~~~~~~~li~ 
JCCCiYru tbe Oene Marcbcwe Memorial Awr.rd for contrlbu1iooi in ~tille tl, •
Swe: md he ,;i,.., ~ inlo lllJIUCtoU$ halli offmie.Ammi time 11,nc tbc • Hall o(Fw,:: the 
Lou Hola Upper Ob.Jo Valley Hall ofFtane: Ohio Ba$Chall Hall of Fans!. Minor l.a;ue Foctbill Hall of 
Fame Mt! the Wbttllnp;-Oglcl:,ay Thnni, Club fWJ or Fame. He 1Cn'Cl.! u ~ of the W~ Vlftlnla 
Sports Writen Asso."ialJoo Mlll wa., ~ member of the Footbtll Wrltm of Amerit:a. Bill wu ~ fint -'P(llU
wrirer from Wcsr Vlfi\ltla tn be elected lo the Football Wrl!m Board of Dirn::ton. He lllso tetYai as w.te 
clwrmJn fllf the Hmmau Tmph)' i;election committee. 
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Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coad,,.) 

Rklwml L "Dick" Pom fmilheJ hi, emu !I.! the Ohio Vlllley'1 ftll~ whm:lniffi 
ba.uetball coocb with 589 career \"ictorie8. 

lllliucted into the Ohio Hi~ Scloit Hall of Fame In 1983 by the Ohio Hiib School 
Bash-tbaU C.~ A=dmcm, Potti coocheti a total of 40 ~. all ol which where 
llJClll lu Moome Coonty. He begau In 1951 & Bethel High School. His !957 
Bladhnwb came OUI of the Mooroe Crunty WIIJ LI IOOrllamelll time and .,,J;~ all 
the way to the Ohio Class A stall! finili whm: they mt by ~ single pollll. Al the time 
the tchool had j[J.jt I) boyi In l:f?,(ie1 nine th:tuuih 12 and all buJ one of the mnie ,m.. 
de-nu was oo the buutball learn. 

In ~ven yun at Betbel,bu lei.ms won llD'e than 20 i;-;iine, five~. lndu<linv the 27"2 mir~de teanJ. 
thnt pbra.l in the $U.lC tourtwnrnt. 

when the tchool wm \aken Jrl!o ~ Sk}'\'Ue ~un..soJitlotlon after the '38 C-Mmpli~, Pon:, WU nameJ cwclt 
of the Golden Hawla nt.ere Ix rpen.l four yan befca =in.: on lo River Hisb In 1963. He- remalna.l LI the 
Pilots' hclm throuij:b the 1991 SCl&l!I. 

The fonner Hannibal 1-£sb School lllhlek waoi named in l9Al u the reci~ of th: pre,tl~oos Ohio Paul 
Willer Awanl. ~veu in memory of Jary Locat' hi~h IChool co11d1 at Mid&rnJ\l'll, Ohio. Walke! ,;i,-a., the 
Bocl:eye State's all,lirnc wiuni:ngeil COlll:h. 

The na;-y \'etenn, Pons ,;i,-.s ~ fust 0VAC roach to lffi.'-b the 500-win phi!eau 111 bmklooll. tek'hln~ that 
goal with 1 \\-in O\ICl' Monroe Comity rival Wuoilifieltl In 1983. 

Consldere<l a lllUler m.itegist llld teacher of the pme, Potts 11l11Y htve been !It hiJ besl lhJrlni cri1lcal 
lmlll1i.olu In JU,!-~ pby. His t=u woo izven mfltiJnc IDUmament pn:ie,. iocluiliu.i: n nine-Of win 
ldilel-'t'd by Ri.-er ap!UI Morp1 lo. Cl= AA secliona.t play. 

Evan Reese (Offldabl 

ENII /fnu fFol.l.a.nwee Hlgb School) ~ u on area hlgh $,;"hool and c~ge 
arbiter forlllOIC than 50 yet.rl. He a!Jo officil.led football in the C'IUl:!ldian l.njue, the 
United Foo!hall Leagt1e anJ the We.u \~u.Juia lnterrol1cglale Athletic C'onfen:occ,, 

Reese was 0VAC Commissioner for both foodiall mtl b!cletball offida!J wd he 
WM pi:niik:nt of the We~ VIYjinla Intetcollegbte Athleili: CO!lfen:11Ce (\VVIAC) 
officials in both ipc,ru. Ik worked numerorn wte onJ confacnce tournament chtlm· 
pionship e~·enu throughout hl1 long 1111d WJried c=r. 
~ tho Wll..l a member of the West \'Jrslnla S«ontlu)· Schools Activitie, 

C'omm.Wlion AdVOOI")' Boan! =-I he was s.ecretm)' of the Eartem Dhtrict Boan! of 
Football lll1d llnuelball OtT,da!s. For mauy yun, he WIii on the batl.etbilll rule'! committee In the wtern 
Di.Wier. 

To&y's Ohlo Valley officials remember EY&n ~ someone who haii a l1Cme!ldow inf!~= oo up,an,J 
romlni! 1Cferce1. 

·:' '1 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray (OITicial) 

A. Wilwn Murray (\\'heeling High Schml) offidated high school ba~ketbal!, foot
ball, baseball arnl track for 30 years, fmm 1946 through 1975, He ncma!ly began his 
officiating career in 1942, the year after he gra<luaml lium \\'heeling High School. 
Murruy entered the service in !942 nnd did 1101 return home until the after Wor!d \Var 
II had ended. 

He worked numemus ~1ional, district, rcgio11al am.! finals in Ohio, West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. He aho officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid-American 
Conference am.I the West Virginia In1crcnlkgiate Athletic Conference. Murray was u 
referee in the oW United Football League in the days of 1he Wheeling Imrunen 
pmfessimm! football team. 

He sen'ed on the OVAC Executive Boan! am.I served for lO years as the commissioner of tlle bi-state 
league's basketball officials. He later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of football nffida!s. a po~t 
he held fmm 1977 until retiring in 1985. In 1977, he was elecre<l tmisurer of the Ohio High School Athletic 
AsSOLiation's C'ommissilmers. 

Murray nffidated six West Virginia state toumamems arnl two WVIAC tournaments. The former City of 
V.1ieeling Treasurer was a three-year football arul basketball lenerman at Wheeling High Sch1x1l. He played 
on the Wiltlcatf 1941) state dmmpionship basketball team. 

Among the awanb he was presemed were: Ohio High School Athletic Association's Meritorious Award 
(1970); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award for his contributiims to officiat
ing in the Mot.mtain State; Honorary Life Membershi11 in the Ohio Valley Boan.I of Appmrn.l Basketball 
Officials (!lJHI); OVAC Exemplnry Servke Awnnl (1981), arnl an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Ot1b 
AchievernentAwan.1(1982). In 1989. he wus selected as the first recipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketball 
Officials' Awanl presentetl at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketbal! Oassic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete~ 1950s) 

John llarlicek (Britlgepur1 High School. Class of 1958) was a three-sport high schml 
honoree for the Bulldogs who later became one of Ohm State·s basketball great~ aml 

w~~ s~l;~~T.~fi~htJ~1Wi.ate~~i~t~aJ·~~;Hime All-OVAC Class AA ba_sketball 
~rformer as well as All..tlhio ci;:,sA. The Bu!l<.log1 won the OVAC AA cmwn m 1958. 

An excellent rebounder nnd passer, he also scored l ,.594 career ~ints in 59 games and 
averagetl more than 30 points per game the !asf two i;eamns. lie kd the OVAC in 
SC()ring as a junior with a 3L9•point norm, including a school record 53 in a 103-HH 
overtime win over Cadiz. , 

H, llayed in the Ohio North-Stmth All-Slllr game with Jerry Lucas. The two later !ed 
OhlO tale 10 three stnught NCAA championsfii&iames inchidin;1a title their sophomore season of 1%0. 

al~~=~:J!~ri~e~ P~!l:,~\~~~tgfi(~~ler :i~.~:rrrrit~!et~~~l~:;re~ and batted over .400. He 
!11 football, the A!l•OVAE quarterback was recruited by several colleges mduding Ohio State anti West 

Vil;el18hio State, the Buckeves were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball seasons and he twice earned All

Bifir~i'iJf~-~:ii~'Wci,n;irJ;aft choice of the NBA Boston Celtic$ and was also sdectetl by the NFL Cleveland 

~~;:: ttb~11
~~~;e~'e~at~lt~~~~rre· ~ £~~-~d,~eo~x~~!;;(~~=e~ t~!~ hi~~~-~lf~~h~ 

retired. 
Nicknamed "Hondo",llav!icek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA sea~nm lndndinJ eight Celtic champinnships. 

~~!t.lXIl~lni::·i~elt l~~~~~~~ ~~!~'::: ~~~:i:~(h~ ~ii~~~1-&;iri:i t~d ;~y~~e :~ %~~it~~~ 
gaw;;~:'fi~~fe~ia~IWRi·1!t ~~tii~1fW~hS~h&~i31iJE h~~S

8 
a~~niii~7,r7~l~~~cf hi} J.iii!~~happer 

Dan anti Oh10 State Halls of fame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete. 1960,) 

st~t{ ~':lfekltJr~1\:~(!~~~ K~H~fi:4!d'UJi7al1c=~;,~~;~1re ~~i~ 
first black athlete 10 win an Ohio state mat cn:iwn (!959) when he emerged as the 112-
pound lltlisL 1-!e then finished thin! m the 1960 state tournament and won the 127-p:iurnl 
CT()Wll as a semor. 

AnAU,OVAC football plaver anti the conference Class AA captain as a 140-pournl run
nin~ back in 1960. Douglas iilso as a starter in baseball. 

fie wrestletl two ye.in at West Liberty State C~e, winning an NAIA championshifJ 

~ BlacE~:~;;;J-~ tiSt~~1e ti~~ ~!m ne
1
~!e?~~d::J:~et~~ ~;I:~ 

Jn the ~neup and caprured a pairnfconference mies along with the I 964 NCAA team ttde. 

fou~-~~: ,~:~~~1\~i~~~ ~-;g:r&gr¥ll~6ti;1;~~~;:st! r'llair (/::C~·~e°Js'1¥~eY~t~ ~~sat 'l~ h,t~ 
games m Metico Cit;·. ruamed the nation's outstamling wrestler m 197:f-the year he retired- Douglas compiled 
a career reconi of 303-17-7 ( .953 ). lie was runner-up at the \\{uld 01ampmn.ih1ps that year. ~ 

SUII recognized as one of the natio11·s out>tamling wresdinz crniches, Douglns ha¼ been at the Iowa State 
UniversitJ helm for 14 wars and became just the fourth Divimm I mentor to reach the 4(~)-vktory plateau m 

t~iaz:f J~i\~1
31Kllf.~edi-~ ~)'~~~u~ Wali~P:!~1:

1c:C~~ih~1
Y~:.

1 
A~1~s°;~~1;f!t~i ~:::i 

charn(li,ms, 17 conf=e titlists anti 25 AU·Americans at Iowa State. Before taking over the Cydone~' pmgram, 
Do~ built a d~ty at Arizona State. Fmm l'175-92. he guuledASU u, nine rnnference title and nine top-]{) 

f;;S 1rn!~~~ i~i~~a~aii~fie~~~l-l}l~o!i~~cii::i~i:1~~ t11~~~~~~:.w1th the Sun Devils, he 
He was heru.l l~lach ol the 1992 U.S. Olympic freestyle ream that competetl m Barcelona, Svain. All !O of his 

wrestlers ~aced among the top 10 in therr respec!ive weight classes. Douglru has been on the 0.5. coachmg staff 

for ~~~J'.ise~~l~m(fu}~d into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hal! of Fame. tile Ohio 
Hall of Fame and the Anmna State !!all of Fame. 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Athlete - I960s) 
Non "Fritr" Williams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a frmr-year,_three•spnrt stand

out for the Red Ridern. He led Werr to three otrnight state Class AAA utle games indutl• 
ing an unbeaten 1962 re_llular season. two state nmner-Up£ and a state tiile m 1963 (a 
thiee-year reconi of62-l:IJ. The three-rear All-OVAC antlAlPW'est Virginia Class AAA 
basketball player was also_ anA!l-OVAC andAII-We~t. Vrrglnia ftKltbalf end in 1963 anti 
the OV:\C anil West Virgmia Regmn 1 spnnt champion m the JOO, 220 and 440-ynnl 
events m 1964. 

The 6-3. 185•pou:nd Williams was the first African-American to be named first team 

~~\\~j(\~1';~~;~i~e\~t~~~~tl 
1inJori~~)~~: ihehis:orA~ ,t,t~ih~~~tf 

reconl -and averaged 3_0.9 as a senior anti 30.! as a junior. He scored a school-record 
55 tnnts against Ea.st LiVeIJKJnl. He was named A!l-Amenca by Parade and Scholastic Coach magazines. 
Schnl!~~t::t ~r.x::ri~ao::. !:~~:~. Class AAA state champi(mship football team and was all·state anti 

He played on two OVAC C'_lass 3-A title basketball teams ([962 anti '64) and the. 196:! OVAC tr.!ek cham
pionship squad. The first Afrlcan-Amencan recruited to plar basketball at West Virginia Umversny, he still 
holds season and career assist rernnls while uveraginu 20.J points for his c:nttr -sixth best m history and 
leatlmg the team m scoring and assists three yfars. Onlr_ two WVU players - Jerry \Vest and "Htit Rod" 
Hundley - combmetl for more points and assrnts than W,l!iams, a three-time A!l•Somhern ConferenL-e hnn
oree anti a secnntl team AH-American. 

The two-time tean1 caf)tnin is a member of the A!l•Time WVU team (1966-75 era) and has been indul-ted 

~;~;; ~~-~ 1iir.'.ntr!~1s ~tr~:ih a;v:;.Ni ~J~e t1!t ~t~~"itlr6~~h~~~~ }~~~;c;'~ra:rg~i~n~a;t~I 
nlro drafttd m the ABA fifth muntl by the New Orleam ~ua:anfers. Des,\?.11e not f:laymg cn!kge fo<11bal!, he 

IS lW11~~%!f~~~~fi.rB1~;~:~~s"~t~:~rt ~~o~~t~:;11Ji~ 1k/Ptfl,,,,.~:tl~:·tns ~~ ;~~~(th 
the l..nsA~es Lakfu. He scoret!4.797 career p,.un~ and_h.3,J !,SHI career as~ists. He Uicd. at nge 59, on 
~~m.!/Boule~1::i~• home in California. The nfud near his Wc;rton chikllioo<l home named 'Ron (Fritz) 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete • 1940s) 

Ken Aleni (Yorkville High Sch(X)l) was a 5-7, !55-pountl basketball guan.l fmm 
194749. lie still holds twn a!J.time OVAC scoring recnrds-1,142 p:iint~ in 32 game~ 
as a senior and a rnreer per-game point average of 31.0 for 66 games. 

He was the first OVAC player tu smre 2,!)()(l career puinl'l f2,(l47) after averaging a 
1hen•recnnl 35.7 points a game arnl sening a mark of 70 puints, indt1ding 31 goals, 
against Shadysiile as a 1948-49 ~enior. That effort promptetl the national exposure in 
"Ripley's Believe-It-Or•Not." 

He also scoretl 65 p;.iints v,i. Allena and 55 points vs. Dillonvale in bad:-to,bock 
games. In one game,he convertetl 16 straight free thmws As njunior,Alessi scored 845 
points in 30 games. 

A twn-time All•OVAC Class A anti AU.Ohio Clas~ B honoree. he was the leading vote-getter in '49 when 
he was selected Ohio's Class B Pla}'er of the Year. 

A three-sport prep standout, he was an All-Eastern Ohio football player as a two-way ba<ck and kidU."f, arnl 
he wru; a shortstop-pitcher in baseball. 

Recruited by We5! Virginia University, he played three season~ (1950-52) and was the starting point guard 
two years. lie led the team in assists ru, a sophomore while playing with 6·9 AH-America Mark Workman. 

In 1951, he scoretl 23 points in a home win over \Vake Forest anti tallietl !8 in a 77-73 loss at Duke. 11,hich 
featured All-America guanl Dil'k Gmat, a future Pittsburgh Pirate infiel~r. 

Alessi served as head basketball coa<ch die final 12 seasons ( ! 961-72) for alma mater Yurkvil!e High before 
l~msofalation. His beat team went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC Class A cmwn. The '70 
team featured Chuck Sans. who woultl surpass Alessi's career ]){Jin! total. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete. 1950s) 

Hill M<t.tl!roski (Warren C()nsolidated High Sch1x1l, Class of 1954) fa best known 
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 basketball center also led the OVAC in scoring with 
a 27.6 per game average as a senior and was a two,timeAU-OVAC niuntlba!l selection 
anti th~-year basketball starter. He earned second team AH-Ohiu Class A recognition 
as a semor. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Maiemski !ed Wam.-n 
Consolillatetl UJ the 1953 Ohiu Class A (largest cla,s) baseball finals ~fore falling, 
2-1 to Cincinnati Purce!!. Mazemski pitched a fot1r-hitter in a losing cause. 

The athlete, kno\',11 as "Catfish" a~ a youth and "Maz" during hh pm playing dayg, 
led Warren Consolillatetl to four straight OVAC Ohio-side ba.iebal! titles. The team was 
coad1ed by A! Burazio. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high schtxil and sllllltner. sandlot baseball. the Rush Run native 
was in th~ majur kagues in 1956 anti became a JO-time AH-Star second baseman fmm 1956-72 with the 
Natitmal Leagt1e team. He won eight of the first IO se,~md ba,;e Gold Glove fielding awards. 

He played in 2,!63 games anti collected 2.()16 hits but his best know11 foat is hitting 1,,=e seven 1960 
World Series winning home nm versu~ lhe New York Yankees. He still holds some major league fielding 
records for double plays and assists. The Pirates retired his jersey No. 9. 

Mazew;ki was inducted into the Baseba!! Hull of Fame in 2()()1 and also is enshrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valle;' Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Ba,;eball Hall anti the Pennsylvania Spom Hall. 

Buckeye Local High Schon!, a cnnsolidution whkh induiJes Mazemski's alma mater, :named its high 
school fieltl in his honor anti a $ection of Route 7 near his Rush Run childhood home nonh of Tiltonsville is 
known as "Bill Mareroski Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete. I960s) 

Allan llomyak (St. John Central High So:hoo!, Class of 1969) was best Kllown as a 
reconl-mtini 4()-point per game scorer his last two basketball seasons, but the lefthander 
also was a tnree•sport standout performer as n f(){)tbal! quarterback and first baseman
pitcher in baseball. 

A 6-l 185•p:mnd l!mg•range shooting guard in the _era prior 10 the three-poin!CT, 
Homyak led the OVAC anti the state of Ohio 111 sc(ninS his last two seamm with an all
time OVAC n'l.'Ord 42.7 aver~ge as a junior plus a 41.9, senior norm. 

th/;: 1~11i~~- !1:n:ir\et1.\~fll~\?i~Ji1? ~~!i~n2~~i~
9

~,fihJaj~W
1:Jt?.f ~W1 ~ 

296 free throws. • 
The two-time Al!-OVAC andAl_!-Ohio cager set the OVAC record of86 ]){lints. i:ndud-

in1~ls~~ !f !~a
1:rtti ;~fn?:'f~ ;~:tli1~:e~ ~J~~~ tll~(\~~~~ c~~~~~J ~~~~1i~Vic?~)~d2.385 

points. The lmh won back-to•back OVAC Class AA basketball titles mdnding u 20·2 overall record in 1969, 
ll1s scorin& effons resulted m articles m Spon maf.azine,. the New fork Times and Sh°m l/lu,11ra1ed 'Face!! 

~ea~:i':::tt\: thI!l~h:i:-1rned Sc/10/as1k Caad, Al -Arnenca honors und hi.I No, 20 orne basketball jersey 

In f1x1tba!I. St. John"s also won an OVAC cm11,11 with a 9.J room.l in 1968. with Hornyak as an A!I-OVAC 
quarterbadc He flllSSetl for 14 muchdown.~ that season. 

Recruited for basketball by numerous rnlleges. he opted for The Ohio State Universit)' where he led the 
Bucke~·es m sn1ring: three straight years und earned All-Big Ten Conference lmnors each year and AU-America 

recflfe/~WO!d :wir:Schoo!'s fourth all-time Cmt'er swrer with ! .572 point$ in 69 !,'llmeS and ls a member of 

Thel2~~Jta1~J1%~e~e!:insrn~iulJa~\~(r~1;ie:i:6th overall, of the !\1lA'!! Cleveland Cal':tliers, Ile wai also 
drafted Ii~· the ABAindiana Pacers in the fifth mund, but didn't compete in the pro ranks. 

Doug Donley (Athlete - 1970s) 

Do11g Danley (Cnmbritlge High School, Class of !977) was a three-sport standolll, 
e:1.celling in football, track and basketball and earning the nickname "White Lightning'' 
for his blazini: speed. 

On the gndimn, Donley wns a three.year letterman at running biu:k for the Bobcats, 
finishing with a careertma! of 2:,72 rushing yards. He also hrul :!26 yard$ receiving and 
l !)28 yards in kick returns for a career all•purpose yardage total of 3,826 yartls tu go 
with 31 TDs. 

Donley"s football am,latles included first team All-Ohio Class AAA (1976) by lxith 
The .4.nociated Press and Unircd Press lmcrnatimml; Eastern District Clas~ AAA 
"Player (1fthe Year·· (1976); anti first team All-OVAC Cla1s 4-A (1976). 

of li" ~~5 ~~~J \~~~\t~eo~bY~£i~~~s:t/=:'1~i~i~i/~! ;o~:nJ~m(~~N~~?in\~~
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(2!-Hl.75 anti the 220-yartl dash (22.4 second~). helping the Bobcat1 to the OVAC team tiUe. 
He earned All-Eastern District in the JOO-yard dash and was recognized as a high school AH-American in 

tr.11.'k. 
Also a standout in ba~~!bal!, D1Jnley was hamperetl by a shoulder injury blll still managed tti score 10 points 

per contest anti hru.l a schoot.record 17-assi,;.t gmie. 
Widely rccruitetl for football. Donley uttemled The Ohio State University and earned firs! team All-Big Ten 

te~rn°gll~~!l~~ei~~~~~~l~=)~fe~i1?Z~ilin~
1 ~!r~.~~~~; ~:~h gi ~c:Si~~-~11a~~{~3-5f ~~~i;s:1~ 

UJU~~J:;n~~~ (:· ~~~;tla~~u~d'l~ift~h),\~
1:~1~g:~aW~:~;l~~;~~ [~el~:.' ~fa~~~~!>?::sy~~\! ~-~fl. He 

caught 55 pa'!~es for 898 van.Js and fourTDs. 
!mluLied mU1 the Cambndge High School Hall of Fame, Donley is presitlent of Advantage GolfTot1rnmient 

Services in Ad\lison, Te:1.as. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete - I970s) 

Tim Spencer (St. Clairsville High School, Oass of !979) rank3 with the greatest 
running bad:~ ever tr) b'rm:e Ohio Valley high school gridirons. Spena:r - who plied hig 
tra<le for legemlar,,· coach Getrri;e Strager - rushed for mme 3,!4-1 y.inb aml 50 touch
downs. He scored 338 poinl~ during his Red Devil grid rnm:r. 

As a senior, the Parade AU-Ainerican gail'ICd I ,670 yanls..md scored 28 muchc.lo'.1.m 
while his junior numbers totaled 1,280 ru~hing yanls and 18 toudllinwns. Spencer's top 
prej1 i;ame c:ime a.<1 a senior when he ru,hed for 306 yanfa and s,·,ireJ six tuuchduwns 
agmn:;t Martins Ferry. AU told, he scorei.140 points in that contest. 

He wa~ awarded A!l-OVAC and All-Ohio football honors following his junior and 
senim seasrn1.1. 

Spencer aho pl:iyed basketball aml rnn track for the Red D<-vib. ex,-elling in the 100- am.! 2(K)-metm. 
After hi~ prep day~. Spencer rna.triru!ated to Columbus to play for Coach Earle Bruce's Ohio State Buckeye~. 
The 6·1, 2!0-pourakr wa!. a three•year starter for the Duck.eyes. He finbhed hi~ career with 3.553 yanls 

whkh ~till ranks third on Ohio State·~ i1!!-time rushing cham. 
Spencer kd the Big T~n in rushing u.i a senior with I .371 ranls. eighth best in the nation. He wa~ n.:conleJ 

AU-Big Ten hlmors twice and was a sernmHeam UPI Al!"Amerirnn selectkm as a senior. 
He ~er1'ed as !he Buckeyes' ui.captain u.~ a S!"!nior and was voted the team MVP that year. He was ulsn named 

MVP ofth.e J!olu.lay Bol'.l as be rushed for 167 yardi am! t1rn 1Tu in OSU's 47-17 win. 
Spencer was the sei:orn.l player sele.::ted in th.e llnited States Footba!! League (llSFL) draft by the Chicago 

Biltz. After a three-year t:SFL stint. h.e signed with the San Diego Chargers where be !\tarted for four ye= at 
foll back. 

He gairied nmre than 5!Kl0 rushing yari.h imd ocored 45 touchdowns u a pmfessionaL 
Spencer ,erved as Ohio State', Tlllllling backs cnm::h from 1994 thmugh the 2lKJ3 season. He !efl the 

Buckeyes for an assistan(s ni!e with the Chh:ago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete~ t980s) 

Mitrh Hannahs (S\:.yvue High Schoo!, Class of 1985) was the epilllme of a winner in 

~:: tr::;i:~~~~~~'b:k~1~ir:i lb=: sparked the tiny Golden Hawks w the 
In bmketba!!, Skyvue made the OHSAAstate tournament in J!annal1s' junior and i;en~ 

itll' seasoll-'l. finishing as ll1e Class A rnnner·up in !984-85. He was selected first team 

~~?;;;o:i;~rte1\tcf~~a::..i~:.Pk1::e~ t~~~ ro~r:!~ t~·(~:: fl~~~~~t 
ipated in the Ohio Nonh•South All•Star classic followmg a senior season when:- the 5-
10

1~ba£deb~Tttdu~~~t~~hT1tf~i~~~1;;.~d short,top he] the Hawks to the 
Ohio c_Jass A state championship as a i;eninr (1985) as well~ lhe mAC and PVC titles. He earned fir.;t te.un 
A!J,Ohm, All-Eastern Distril"t, AU ,OVAC and All.PVC honor.; and was selected fur the Ohio Ba.wbal! All•Star 
Serie~. 

He also n:•-eived AJ!.Eastem District, A\!.OVAC am! Al!-PVC na:olade11 following his sophomore (1983) 
am.I junior (l 984) 1,emmm;. 

After graduution Hanruilis pulled nff a rare "double'" when his colkge team • Jrnliana State Univmity • 
advanced tn the NCAA Division I College World Series in 1986 anJ that same seaS1m, he played for the 
Mainanl Pust 666 team which advanL'Cd tu the American Legfon World Series. Hannahs wa.~ voted MVP or 
the regional tournament that seasnn and won !he Louiml!e Slugi;er Awanl for the highest baiting average in 
tournament play. 

At lrnliana State, Hannahs was a three·time All•Missouri Valley C'unfereoce peifmmer ( !98?.89) antl was 
an NCAA Dr•ismn I All.American fol!()wini: his seniot year (1989). 

lie was a 16th mum! draft ~ick of the Mi!waukee Brewers. pla,1-ing in their farm sptem from 1989-93. 
Hannahs is currently athleuc direL1or and head baseball coach at Lmmln Trnil College m RobinS1m, Jlhnois. 
He previously coachei.l for seven years at his alma mater• lndlana State l'niversity. 

Geno Ford (Athlete. 1990s) 

Geno Ford {Cambridge High Schon!. Class of !993) achievei.l the ultimate honor 
uf a high school basketball player in the state nf Ohio when he was ~elected "Mr. 
Basketba!I" following hi~ senior season. 

The 5-8 sharpshooter finishe<l a stdlar four•,year career with the Bobcat.~ as Ohio's 
second u!Hime leading scnrer with 2.680 points which a!m ~tani.l~ as the OVAC's 
al!-time high-water mark 

Fonl'~ name abo appears in the OHSAA recnrd book in the following categories: 
288 free thmws made in a sea~m ( !99!-92), lin;t n!\.time; 697 free throws made in 
a career (1989-93), first all-time; and 9:!8 points ht a season ([991°92). seventh 
all•time. 

Playing for hi~ father. high!y-succes:;ful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno carnet! AH-Obin Division 
II fint team accolades fnl!owing both his junior and senior seasons. He was also ii two-time All-Eastern 
District Division fl "Player of !he Year" and two-time Al!•OVAC Class 4-A first team pkk. 

Fonl went on 111 become a four-year letterman at Ohio University. earning All•Mid American 
Conference second team honor, as a junior( 1996) and fint tenm plaudits as a senior{!997). He 13 the fifth 
all-time leading scorer at OU with ! .752 !Jllints. One of the mos! popular p!aye~ at OV. Ford helped the 
Bobcats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance during his career. 

Fnlltiwing i;ratluation, he served as a grai.luate assistant ( 199R.()(JJ and a.isistant coach (J<)<){).2(Kll) ut 
Ohio L•nil'ersity; was head coach for one season at Division If Shawnee Smte l:nivcrsity (200!.()2), 
leading hh team tn a 22.JO record and earning American Mideast Conference "Coach of the Year" 
honon;: serve.! as an as,istant coach at Kent State Uni\'enity since the 2002-03 season. 

Class 
of 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Amy Gamble (Athlete - 1980s) 

Amy Gamble (Jo!m Marshall High School.Class of 1982) is one of the Ohio Valley·s 
1 greatest femn!e athlete'.!, of all time. Gamble uce!lei.l in three sports - basketba!I. track 

and women"s handball. 
She became Manha!! County's first Olympian when she competed with the U.S. 

Women"s Handball Team in the 1988 Garnes held in Seoul. Kllrea. Earlier, the U.S. 
Women \\'ere miwnei.l a3 champions of the Pan American GnrneiJ. 

Gamble was se!eeted as the West Virginia Women"s Basketball Player of the Year in 
1982 after leading John Marshall tu the state Class AAA champi1msh1p. She averJged 
23 points a.-1d 18 rebounds oo a 22, l ra.'Olli team whk'h avenged its only loss by defeat
ing Elk.ins in the stale fina!3. Captain of the A!J.State Team, Gamble was a IWu•time C!as3 AAA firnt-tenrn hon
oree. She was chosen A!!•OVAC and All•Vallev three straight yel!!:l. 

She was the first JMHS girls· busketb.al! perf()rmer w i;core mnre than IJKXJ points and the initial Monarch 
athlete to have her jersey retired. She scored 1,498 career points. Gamble was ranked ll'l the No. 4 girls· 
basketball player in the country her senior season when was named to tl1e Parade, Stl"!'et &. Smiih nru.l USA 
Tod<1y All--Ameri•an teams. 

Recruited by Tennessee. she played as a backup nn the 1983 Lady Vnls' squad that finished as the NCAA 
tournament runners-up. losing ID the Cheryl Miller-kt.! Southern Cal powerhouse. She kft Tennessee at the end 
of that sea.si.m am! transferred to West Yirginia University but played just one seasnn before deciding tn try 
te.imharnlba!L 

Alkr her ap_pearance in the Olympics, Gamh!e returned tn ba,ketba!! aml enrolled at the University of 
Arizona. D:sp1te having just nne season of ehg1bili1y remaining, Gamble wa, the team"s leading !lrnrer am! 
she earned Pacific· !O Conference player nfthe week laurels. 

Her high school track Cll!'eCI" was also brilliant, as Gamble .'ief numerou3 invitational meet nru.l OVAC record~ 
in the shot put and the diS1.1 .. K She established all-time OVAC smndanfa in both events and wa.~ a West Virginia 
state champion in both events. She was a three-time AH-Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes <Athlete - 1,so.) 

Vicki Pu/lle-Stoktr \We!hvi!le High Scho()!, Class of 1987) is believed by ITUlllY 
Wellsville residents Ill be one of the gll.'atest athletes in lhe school"! history, attested Ill 
by her induction as a member of Wellsville High Sdmnrs Athktic of Fame inaugum! 
Class nf 2004. 

During her high ochoo! career, Pu!lie--Stol= co!k1:te<l 15 first·plllce finishes at the 
annual Cal Giffin OVAC Too:k Championships am! she was selected as the area "Track 
Athlete nf the Yeai' three times. She also earned both Ail· Valley and All-Ea.stem District 
laurels four times each. She was a twn•time kmg jump champion at the Ohio high r;choo\ 
state meet and was a runner-up in tlie 2(K) metern. 

In rn!leybalt she was twice sde..w.l as the team MVP and earned All-Area (Ihm: 
times).All•Eastern District (twice)< andAll-OVAC (twi~'t'). Three times she Wll!l named 1t1the A!J.Columbiana 
County team. 

In basketball, she led the 1987 Lady Tigers to the stare finals. Her 27•1 w:nnl Wellsville team ende<l ,me 
of the nafom" s longest basketball streaks at !08 when the Tigers defeated West H,ilmes in tournament play. She 
srnred more than ! ,400 puints am! cn!!ectell more than PP 8(0 rebounds I\ hile helping the Tigers to a lhree
vear record of 66-8. Pullie-Stukes wu chosen OVAC "Player of the Year" that sea.~on and was a two·time 
A.n.ohin honoree. She also earnedA!I--Va!ley and AU-Area recngnition three times each on the hanll'.uod. 

All told, ~he won JI varsity letters am! was selected as the American Legirm 1987 Ohio Stare "Athlete of 
the Year" She went on tn play col!egiate basketball at Ohio State and Wll!l a member of the 1989 Buckeyes' 
squad that won the Big Ten Omfereru,'C championship. She gained personal homm; when in 1990 she wa.q 
selected as Ohio State"s belit defensive player, ream MVP and Big Ten ht1mirahle mention. Twke, she was 
designatei.1 as the conferen~e ·s player of the week. 

Additionally, Pullie earned a gold medal with the North Team in the !989 F.S. Olympic Fe~tival. held in 
Norman, Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Alhl,1, • 1990.) 

Stephanie Petho (St. fohn Central, Class of 19'12) remains the measuring stick for 
female basketball greatne~~ in the OVAC. 

The Fighting Irish three•~pnrts luminary re-wrote the SL Juhn Central and OVAC 
scoring books during her career on Guem,ey Street. The 5. 7 sharpshooter finfohed 
her four-year career with 2.(i6? points which is fim in conference annals and still 
rani:..s sixth in the state nfOhio. 

Petho was a~cmtled fir,Heam A!I-OV,\C all four years. The Bellaire native 
eamedA!l-Ohio honors three years. culminating by being named the o.tate·s Divlsinn 
IV ·'Player of the Year" fol!t1wlng a season in which she avernge<l a staggering 37, I 
points ii game. 

As a junior. she tallie<l 35 9 points per game in leading her Lady lri,h teammates to a 22°3 record a berth 
in the OHSAA regional tournament. She was named first team All-Ohio after scmia" 910 points that 
winter akme. Petho twke cracked the so.point plateau in a game, scoring 57 against Stmdys1de and 56 
against Toronto. 

The two-year starter at the University of Pittsburgh carrietl St. John Central tu four OVAC d1ampi• 
nmhips in basketball am! an overall 75-16 record. Pethn was oo one-sport wonder. also starring in vnl
leyba!l and track during her prep career, She earned A!l-OVAC in vol!eyball her junior and senior rears. 

lrt track, Petho ls one of the val!ey·s a!J.time great lhmwers. earning fi~e O\'AC gold medals m the 
weight events - three in the discus and two in !he shot put. Petho tossed the platter a schnnl•re(."ord 
121-7 en route to a regional champim1shlp and a third .. pla~'t": showing in the Mat~ meet as a junior. 

She capped her high school career by being named co•Valedicturian of her senior dass and she went on 
to become nn Academk AH-American at Pitt. While there. she let! the team in scoring in the 1994.95 
sea,1in. became the career free throw percentage leader {8! .4) and is 14th on the all-time scoring list. 

Rudy Mumley (OVAC 'FomHy') 
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Rudy Mumfey (Wheeling High SchtxJI, Class or 1936), If R\ill:y Mumley's heart was 
measured by the size of his love for his fellllw men and 1nimen, 1t never muld have fit 
inside his body. 

fu~J~~~~-, ~~e~u~o\~~t~~l~;;~~~J~ie1-:~~cn;,
1
J1ff1::!t.a:1 ~har\~I 

way~. He wa-; a two•time president, charter member of the mnference·s Fo~on 
Boan!, i;ervei.l nn the foolb.all arnl basketball commiuecs and wa~ the ory;.iniu:r and kmg
time game director uf the Ohm-West Virginia Charity Football Classic. The mid-sum
mer au.star football dash was renamed m his honor m !9H6. He also served as OVAC 

1::~~~~t1~J~~; Jl:~~ ;c~Ke~:~ l~fi~n~~;fg 
1~:~rrJ;h~1~~~i~vt~~~J~50red contest in 1972. 

Hel;~.idu~t: ftfc~:J~c-=;f,~~ 0J~1;.ir:t~,:;:e~~u:i;11
~tale Colle •e with a master·~ degree from 

WVU, Mumley servei.l in the Air rorce during World War II and wa, rec~led during the Korean conflict. 
He taught at Powha_tan, Shadyside and Smi!hfie!tl High Schrnils before being uppointei.l prindpa! at Warren 
Consnfalatetl Hli;'? m TIitonsviile in 1964. Rudy later served a~ rrindpal at Ymkvil!e High. Later, when the 
Buckeye Local Schou\ Distm·t wa.~ formei.l, he became prindpa ot Buckeye South and remained there until 
his retirement in 1979. 

o:;~~1B~ 11~l~b!ctlxh~ i~n~~~\:! ~;~ J{;t9t.~~rs~tlR~:J:
1~~t!c~:~; ~r~: g~~~a~;;; 

:.e~)ii?~re:~:.1h1:i~h~ h~~a:r:!i~~~J~uti:e ~~h(~{\Aili1~\1c
1
\tW;,ti::1J-l~1ree \\=S~ 

itlcnt <lf the Jlilltopper,' Alumni A:miciation am! the Foundation. Among the numemu~ honof!I he receivetl 
indU(le: the Rob~rt McKdvey Award arnJ Man of the Year honors from the Dapper Dan Club; WLSC Gold 
am.I Black Achievement Awanl arnJ the Cu!l~ge President\ Awanl, a!img witl1 the War..voml lion~ C!ub·s 
Citizen of tlie Year Awartl in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons (OVAC 'Famlly'J 

Agnes Timmons (Sl'io High School, Class of 1942). l11is Octogellllfian started coach
ing pkkllp girls"b.:!shtba!J teams a1 Barnesville High Schoo! in 1946 when there were no 
ochool-sanctiooed girb' programs for member schools of the OVAC. Shew~ a girfa' 
phpkal edncation teacher al the time, after ha,·ing graduated fmm !Rnlson University in 
Granville, Ohio. 

Timmons considered it part of her job as a phys ed teacher tu OJ¥anize whatever athletic 
teams she could because she wanted the girJ.i to have s.,iru, C'ompentmn and experience the 
fun of p!ayi11g organized sports. She would join with teachers fmm other schooh in the 
area interest~'!! in doing the same thing to schedule gll!lles. They also had to hire thciro1>.11 
officials am.! provide tmnsporration tn the game sites. 

Tnnmons left teaching after 1948 m begin raising a family. After having four children, she remmeJ m her 
teal:hing and coaching career at Bllrllesville in !%2. Timm,ms coached vnllcyball and basketball even though it 
wasn ·1 until June nf !972 that Title IX was euacted, demanding equal sports opportunities for girls. She wa,i asked 
by th.,n OVAC e~ecutive secretary Sam Mumley to hos! and se,ve as dire<:tor of the first ,-.:mfercn,·e volleyball 
championship tournament which was held at Bamenille High. Tlfllmnns coached basketball and track until wdl 
into the l980's, but continued her duties with the volleyball team until her retirement frllm teachmg in 19'-JI, She 
nho wm:hed softball for nne year when her daughter pfoyed because the talented } outh also wanted lo compete 
as a member of the track and lteld team. The school district wouW only permit that to happen ifTimmons ,·oached 
both sports, which she did. 

Even today. Tunmons remains dose In the Bame~vil!e othletic program. Throunh this past season, she served as 
the announcer for the Shamnx:b' boys and girls basketball games, as well as for the h()me vol!eyba!I matches. She 
also has been the annunm:er and part uf the committee for the OVAC \1llle; ball tournament fo~ ,11·er JO years. Last 
winter, the then 8().year-old Tunmons was called back intu the uiaching r.mb when Barnesville needed someone 

w tr i:i ~~~~~11~::~r,:iuc::i~:e~ f~:~vit~/~r:J :i:e~~:)~fu~taltt1: ~-=::i11
:~~ di,trict. 

Bob Burton (Coaches) 

Hobert W. (Bob) Bur/011 (Magnolia High School, □as:i of 1957) coached several 
sports at Paden City High Schou], but is must remember for a sparkling 38-year 
career ai. head boys' basketba!l coach (1963-2001) where he amassed a record of 
554-327, 

During his tenure, the Wildcats won 21 sectional drampinnships; eight regional 
titles: finished as state runner-up twice (1972 and '82) and captured the Wes1 
Virginia Class A championship twke (1973 and '87). Paden City had 28 ,,.inning 
seasons under Burton, including nine 2D-win campaigns, and won five OVAC Class 
A championships (1971, '75, '92, '93 and '94). 

Burton received the West Virginia "Coach of the Year" honm in 1986 and was selected to coach in the 
OVAC AU-Star Basketba!I Classic several times as well as the West Virginia North-South AH-Star Game 
in 1987. He was a member of the We,t Virginia Basketball Coaches Association, the State Coaches 
Committee and the OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Bumm also served as an assistant coach in football at Paden City for !8 years, serving on the \Vildcats' 
staff during two state championship seasons (!97() and '79); coached track for more than 30 years, 
winning several OVAC □ass A and Imm-State League champim1ships; coached cross country for two 
yea!"ll and golf for one sea.wn; wu assistant baseball coach for three years; and spent more than a llecatle 
a~ athletic director. 

As an athlete, Burton was a three,sport athlete at Magnnlia, earning all-West Virginia hono!"ll in footbnl! 
in !955. At the college level, he was alsi.1 a three-sport peiformer, playing f{)(1tbaU at Kent State University 
and then ftx1tball, ba;ketball and tennis after transferring W West Liberty State College where he gradl!llted 
iu 1961, He then received a master's degree in education from West Virginia University in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Coaches) 

]01111 "Corky"Vrvtso$ (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946) not only initiated 
the sport of wres!ling at his alma mater, he quickly established himself as one uf the 
premier mat coaches in conference history. 

Vmtsns guitled the Purple Rider gr,1pplers fmm 1957 '"68, leading his team to seven 
consecutive OVAC Tournament championships (1961-67) along with slx straight Ohio 
District Tournament titles. ffo teams finished ranked in the top Ill in the state four times 
(1959, '60, '63 and '64) and the best finish at the state tournament was a fif!h plat'e 
effort in 1960. 

During hls tenure, Vrotms coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohio Srnre 
Tournament qualifiers, including 10 srnte place•winners and one state champion (175-
pmmtler John Scordtis in !964). Ferris dual meet record during the Vmtsos yearn was 85-2!}.J, induding 
unbeaten seasons in 1964 nnd '67, 

The initial inductee into the Martins Ferry High School \Yrcstling Ila!! of Fame in 1994 and the 1978 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament's "Mr. Mat. Award'', he served as tournament diredor for the 
OVAC, sectional and district tournament~ after yielding the coaching post. 

In atltlition to semng u head wrestling coach, Vromis was also an assistant in football und track for the 
Pmple Riders. He was on the f{)()tball staff di.Iring Ferry's run uf three consecutive untlefeated seawn~ ( 1959-
61) and four OVAC championships (also 1963). 

As an athlete, he was a three-year Jeuennan in football and basketball at Martin~ Ferry. In football, he wa~ 
a center-linebacker under legendary coach Fred Thomas, playing center and linebacker on the !944 and '45 
OVAC championship squads, earning u!l..:onference "AA" honors as u senior. He played guard in basketball 
untler coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell.After serving in the army, Vmt.100 tlien attemled West Liberty 
State College, graduating in !951, He was a three-rear varsity f(x1tball player for the Hill toprers nnd a mem• 
ber oftwu undefeated team.~ that playetl in bowl games. (Smokey Muuntain Bowl and P),1hrnn Bowl). 

Walter Heil (Offidal,J 

Walter Heil (Bellaire High, Class of 1923) was regarded as nne of the deans uf 
Ohio Valley officiating thanks ton career that spanned some 3H years antl involved 
three spons. 

He began a~ a baseball umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 antl basketball 
in 1929, wurking cuunt!es.~ games until finally haugiug up his whistle at the age of 62. 

Heil officiated football and basketball at the high school, collegiate and pmfes· 
sional levels. He worked five West Virginia High Schnol Staie Toumamen~, five 
West Vlrglnia Catholic High School State Tournaments and three West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conferenl--e Tournaments. He also uf!iciated in the semi-pm 
Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling Imnmen. 

lie was a member of the Ohio Valley Boan! of Officials, the West Virginia Offidals Associati1m and the 
International Ass!x:iation of Approvetl Basketball officials und was 

honored for length nf service by each of these Dr<Janizations. 
After retiring as an active ntTicial, Heil assumed the m!e of commissinner nf both basketball and foot· 

ball officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, a position he heW from 1965-70. 
He wa~ a charter member of the Bellaire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the [998 redpient of the 

OVAC's Robert Dawson Officia\s'Award. 
Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporntion and was n resident of Yorkville unlii his Ueath in 1970. 
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Doug Hnff (M,,Ua) 

Doug Huff (Magnolia H_igh School, Class of 196!). This native nf New Martinsville 
has been writmg sport.'! smce the age of 12, his first "job" being with the nl'r::el 
Democrat, a weeklv paper i_n_his home tmrn, Hu!Tjomed The /11tel/ign1cer as associate 
spons editor in 1967, a positum he held until !978 when he was nruned as 1ha1 Jlaper·s 
sports editor, remammg m that position until his retirement in 1999. He pi:ev10us!y was 
sPOrts _eilitor of the Faimumt Times and worked on the sport.'! staff ol the Dominion 
News m Morgantown. 

Ba\~l~a1ra~lha1J:J
1
i1i:fie~t~in 

1
W;kg;i~~e~e i~f A!t§~~dscttr:;t;rA~fi~ 

Awnr(!!j and the Al!·OV Scholar-Athlete selcrtions. He compiled Ohio Vallev and West 
VirgHua reconh for football, basketball and ba£eball, along with h1Smrical m"atenal on OVAC schools, cooch• 

~s:iJi~~e~i~r ~~~;~iJ~:ig~sl~e;:;:f :ii;~~~t~t ~i:r;Jfti~:/(o~ ~Y~~ff~1!i~~ 
on the Board of D1recmrs o! the Football Writers Associatl()n of Amenca and the National Sponscasters & 
Spom Writers Association. 

Among the numerous hunors_he has achieved include: indu,tinn inm the National lfigh School Sports HaU 
of Fame \1999(; state sports wnter of tl1e year nine tnnes: West Viramrn University S_chool of Journalism P.l. 
Reed Life Achievement Award (1999); M~oha Hith School Aih!enc Boosters Life Achievement Award 
g~~{R~J~ ~jl;t~'ri,t"

1
~~s(~~l{~n ene More ouse Award (1992); Upp!]" Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 

He i~ the author of J'ixirts m West Virginia, "A Picmrial History" (1979) and also nf !he National High 
Schon! Football and Ba!Sketba!I Rerun! Books {2D0!-20ll2). Dong also co-authored "How to Watch Sporti 1m 
TV. .. And Enjoy It." Since !975, he has been a high school conlnbntmg editor of Street and Smith magazine 
and compile~ their pre-season schoolboy All-America teams for football, bo~s' basketball and baseball. 
Although retired from Toe _!ntell, he continues to submit a much.read and enJo~·eU weekly culumn. Doug a!so 
serves as the nat_iona! nmk.ings and records etl1Wr for Stndem Sports Inc., ruuI coonlinates fontball and boys 
b11.1ketball selec[l{lns for Paratle and EA Sp1ms. 

George Strager (Coaches) 

George Strager{McKeesport,Pa. Hlgh School, □ass of 1943) ha<1 often been called 
the "dean" uf Ohio Valley high school football coaches thanks to a hii;hly-suu-essful 
cnreer that spnned some 38 years (1950-87) at five different !it.'.ht)()l~. He pmtetl a 
c=er rnachmg record of 246 wins, ! 15 losses antl 15 tie~ which stlKld ll.'I the all-time 
valley reconl umil edip~ed in 2004 by Ja} Clrcosta of Woodsfieh.l//'-.lonroe Central. 

a f!i~?::rii~gs~=s~~{:i~~~~~ tf~~~teth/~:~~g~ ~h:(\\!eftvl~\~~ 
Gass A state champion~hip in 1953. He movell un In Clarksburg Noire Dame ndl for 
four years as heatl footba!I and basketball coach ( 1957-61)), going 24-10 on the~ grid• L----'-'---' 
imn and leading the basketball team to the Wes1 Vi11,,'1nia □ass A >tate !!emifir:ah. Next 
came a three--year stint at Wheeling Central Catholic (1961-63) which featured two undefeated re[;ular 
seasons nnd a mark nf 21-9-1. The 1962 team lost to Charleston Catholic in the inaugural West Virginia 
Catholic State Championship game. but the ne,,;t year Strager·s team avenged that hm to 11,in the ~m1vn. Up 
next was a five-year stay at Cambridge High (1964-68), posting a 25"23.;l: record. 

He then began a legendary 19:year run at St. Oaimil!e fllgh in 1969, turning his trademark "belly series~ 
to a record of 134-51-9 there. Hts Red Devil teams posted three nndefeatell seasons (1969, '77 and '85) and 
the 1983 squad earned the schml's fim~rertnp to the OHSAA plnyoffs and the !986 ream advanced lo the 
state semifinals before losing a heart-breaker to Chagrin Falls Kenston. 

Strnger"s mp hunors indulled induction into the Ohio High School football Coache.q Hall of Fame in 
1998: Ohiu V.Uley football Coaches Association Hall of Fame inl99!; selection as OVAC 0Jachofthe Year 

J~ :::~~~8l1J~~bi~~o;
1
~~g gff:i~ ~~i~'eC/!~;f ~}!/;;if_rOhio Valley in 1992. He also coached 

A graduate of Salem College, Stmi;er passct.! away in 1990, hut his memory lives on !n the form of the 

~-ithfh/~~~ Sl~:~~:[Jj~~~~Ju7i~~f/~.fti;'~l~%t ~;iii~~ A\i.S"~ w(){~~fc~;c~trnger Evening 

Chester Grossi (Officials) 

Che1terGnnd (Weir Hi.1,h Sch{l{)], ClaS.! of 19-:IO) be~an officiating in 1942, daim-
~~i°~ ~1:·J~~1ii~~i~\ra~ J~W_w honoree \\alter 11ell becanse ll1llllY nffi-

His kwe uf sp1iru saw him enter the worW of offic_iating, no1 only in football, but a_!so 
in basketball and baseball. He retlretl frnm !lfficmtmg in 1987 after 45 years. Dwmg 

:;:o~~~nwb~~=~\~~~~1~~~)/::},t~~rr,~t ]:;~)~'e~:~i V!,~~i 
Virginia Catholic State basketball am_l f{)(J!ball playoff games il'l well as games in the 
West Virginia lnten::oHe

5
~iate Athletic Conferenc-e and the Unitffi Foutbal! League, He 

is a life member of the hio Valle}· Board of Officials and the West _V1rginia Football 
and Basketball Officials' Assodatmn. He. was the 1997 recipient ot the OVAC'~ Robert Dawson Officials' 

Aw,:1an~~%~ ~~{):r~ ~h!~ ~~~~ ~~~fici ~~h('eJI1~i~J from 1936-39 and durin!! that time, the 
Red riders won :!7 straight game~. 1fe received a football scholarship tu West Liberty State Co1lege where he 
p!Jrd for Cnach Joe Bartell in !941 and after \Y()r!d War IL 

as 
1
a ~e~hde~a:\ :~1:;~~~-1le

1
J~}~ ~~~J~~i:~iifekt ;~e~~\~~ ~!j~~.e~~::~~\~~~d~~!t~;i~~~! 

~S!''\}1i~fin ilCJ):/~tJ~~~~~~rn~fA~ri~!:~~:e~~w;:itii~~e(~ b~~~ {:~tth:}:~~%: 
Assi.K."iatlon um.! 13 an honorary national president ul ISDA; a member of the boanl of the Upper Ohio Vallev 
Italian Herirn5e Festival: the Weirton Cound! 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their FU11rth 
Degree: a life member of Post 10 of the American Le<•um; boanl member of Camp Flre USA; the Weirton 
Elks; and is a member of the ',\'est Ubeny State Cc)!fe.ge Foumlalion·s Finance Committee, Hall of Fame 
CummHtee, Hill toppers Athletic Club and a life member of the AlmnmAssuciation. 

lie was inducted mt(l the We'it Liberty State College llall of Fame and was honored by the West Virginia 
Northern 

Alex Groza (Athlete~ 1940s) 

AltxGrvza (Martins Ferry High School,Class of !944). This 6-fom-7, 2:!0-pounder 
led the Purple Riders W two straight undefeated regnlar seasons in basketball and to 
the Ohio state tournament both years. Marrins Ferry finished 24• I in !943 nnd 26·1 the 
foHowing season. The Purple Riders won the fin;t O\ii\C Class AA basketball 
champiomhip in 1944 as Gmza scoretl a 1·alley record 628 pol ms (a mark later bmken 
by 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame inductee Ken Alessi). Gmza !;(.1Jre<l 4! vs. Tiltonsville. 
He was an all-conference and all-Ohio first-team selectinn. 

Alex was lhe top scorer and rebounder on the University ofKenmcky"s '·Fabulous 
Five," which won back•to-back NCAA titles in 1948 and '49, with Gmza belng named 
the tournament MVP both years. He was a three-time all-Southeastern Conference 
choice ani.l a t1wHime consensus AH-American. He set 22 indivitlua! SEC records. Groza still ranks seventh 
on Kentucky"s all-time scoring list with 1,744 poi ms. A!e~·s jersey number (15) was retired by the school. 
Groza and four of his UK teammates - Ralph Beard, Wallace Jones, Cliff Barker and Kenny Rollins -
won a gold medal as U.S. Olympians at the London Game3 in !948. Gmza, in 1949, was named the Helms 
Foundation Baskeiball Player of the Year. In a 1950 As,;odated Press nat!onwide po!! uf spons writers select• 
ing the leading athletes of the half•t'entU!"}',Alex was chosen as one of the five top·rntcd basketball players. 

In the l'iHA, Gmz.a averagetl 22.5 points in 130 pm games with the Indianapolis Olympians in 1950 and 
·51 _ He coached Bellalilline (Ky.) College from 1959 through 1966. The school had never won a basketball 
duunpionship before Groza·s tenure, lie led the Knights tu the Kentucky Intermll~giateA1hle1k Cnnferem.'e 
re1,'Ular season and tournament title in 1963, after which he was named the league coach of the year. 

Gmza later served a, business manager and then assistant to the president of the ABA"s Kentucky 
Culrnrels before becoming g:ener,il manager of the San Diego Conquistatlors until the franchise fo!tled. He 
!hen served as GM of a professional vol!eyball team for one year before joining Reynolds Metals in 1977 as 
a regional sale!i manager. 

Gmza died of ltmg can\:er at his home in San Diego on January 21, 1995. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (A!hkte. 195<k) 

Cltorln l... "Cbd:' Hrntltyf\\'arviood HOOi Sdxrl, Cl= of 1954) wwi a first t=i 
all-We.t V~ni.1 and ail-0\'AC 1Adle !n 1953. He lffleml In fcoba!L tmktball 111d 
ba:srl,;ill. Ma~. be aha cnrnpete,.I for an lllikpcro:lent Ail-Ammca boys iYUr 

""'"'"""' The West Vupn:la Univm.ity i;r.u.ul1c b stiU the only Moimt~ athlete to letter In 
five 1.JXl(G -footl>all, n1Jlll!lStlCI, 11,~, tnrl alkl •1wirnm±ng. ln football he playcl 
plllll, ccnleT, aru liaebader while eamma AlJ.Soulhem Coof=-e b=ls Ulm: 
ura!ght yean. Ah:o the km,e; ~ oo special tcams, lkiwley WM Kicctt'd u n third· 
team All-American bl:t wiJor year. HoT,iey. at 6.2, 220 ~. wm t.UJJioocd to be .._ __ _.,._,. 
ooe of the fMtest l!nrnim in WVU hiltor)·. He i<4rtal in Ihm- wllei;e all--ttm' pme1 -
E.a.st.\','est Shrine G.m-e, Sm1or Bowl 11W the C'ulk~ football All-Sta! Game, He ~ foc the 
M!lUl\tllll=n 0!1 the trampoline in g,'lllIIIIWO, o bea~)·11.'?-l~ in 11,Tettiing, sprinler and 1\-dw,!man in tra.'k 
an,J a diva- In 1wirnmin11. ln 1957. Howley was sde,:tal u the We$t V1rglnl.a Amairur Athkte of the Year. 

He wm !Ill NFLfinHu11ntldrafl drice{1958) ufthe Chic~ B= - onlythethinl Mouotalneet' loelect
ai In the operu!18 romitl. He p!&l'Tli a yenr lll1U a htJf !n ChlciiO before beini: sldelinctl by a 6m0'.1' k.nee 
rn=· •. HoY.ky l\'ll'I back bome lll Wheeling "''Oding at a SU slaOOll ln 1961 when the expa:m:lan Jlo11a.oi 
Co11, ·1 !nilled r,,,v draft picb for him. The «-Bear deciJetl to give It we more tty an,J ~ op wrting 
.111 lincbocur 12 }ttn fox the Co11,toy1, earning all-pu inleli ~Ix tlma. He stamtl in two Super 
Bowli. The JQ?J ~ uw Howley~ tv,'O pmei nni.l reco\'Cf a fumble to e..n MVP booon in a 
16-13 lou to the BaJtimcn Colts. !-le rmwi11S the wly player on a lo!ITT; team ta be~ u the S~ 
Bowl's nlO$i \'lluilbl,: pl..Q~'el"- In 19TI, be helped the CowOOy:1 v.-ln Super Bowl \-1 O\'el" the Mltlml Dolphins 
by lnterteptlng a Bob Grine p:!i.i to Rt up a touch.kwr11. 

Ho111le)· 11 a member of the We:llt VlfPIU3 SJUU Writen Auociotioo. WVU. Upper Ohlo V~y Dapper 
Dan Oub and Crty of"11'heelini halll of fame. 

Mike Sherwood (AOtletc- 1960,) 

Miu Slu,-J(lk~ Hi~ Sdoil. C'IM1 of 1967). Thil ~ aJhletic 
~ ntn wltb ~ HJ£h's ~-tutt: ~wmi In both froball allll lmutbalL 

He qua:rtefbaded the 1966 Big Reds bJ a 9-1 =.i a:i a teni<J"for<..'\.IIICh Don.Ault. 
It ranams al'Jl:llabl}' ooe of the be$I ~ ro:I teams In Ohki \lailey !iiwry. Shmi.'OW 
la.I the OVAC with 20 TD f11.!5e1 thiil (al)' a'l he completed 73 of l lO PQ!sei f,x a 664 
~ WU amamu- tlwl 1.400 yard'I wl_!honiy four~-

He wa, jlllt u lnlJn'$5ll'e (l(l the banh.uxl for~- coach C1iw'e Cnbbl. The 
~·ect-shcritln~I iUml WB:'l a two-:i:ur iaitu fer the B,g ~am~ the 
1,(00.~ _ while enm:inQ:All-Obio hanon. Hi: nvenigaj 25J pointJ a pme In 
~f.the ig Redt to1.174Tci.urd.Allajuni~•!\hea\~25 polnt!ls':gmie. He 

hifui~~~a1:1~-~-J~:m~i~~~S1. 
Following hi.I illustriooa f!!CP Lweel', Sherwood ao:epled • football ~? to Well Vittlnia 

untvemtJ, ,;,;n= hJJ father emiri p1_a1-a1. Ana- comp,:1¥JJi: UII the frnhmtln t=. he mrtru m ~~ 
for three ilC'350U'J. A, a topholmre.'be ~ for wm.: 2JXXJ yutls whlle embliWll! a l:COOlll ftconJ with 
416 yll'tll agalmt m'lll Pin. cOlllpletiu.:·:n of37 pmes. H.e fL!lime,J the year rmlU<I I th In the imktn, a\'el"
~~ ~,1!.o~= a~- Thcll-bmtiiDc:cni watt 7-3 that rail. Sherwood led the M~ to a 

~ wvt1f~~lnt:r~~O-I mar;;1~POO\Bow~~~~=-= 
loaef~- andcompletioo~-~ 5e.Le,.~~ the 1970 ~Y Game !IOOwoo 
the Ira E. Rod.£vi Aw aid the~ year. Sherwootl wm aho tckcted All-East 1s': UPI In 19m_ A member of 

the~~~~~~~·~~~~7~ittto~~¥\K=~~&nrn:~t~ 
CJgndti. Re 11'el11 to lk1han'y College to ,e:rve u ol'fens:!ve coonlinau: frrm 1974-71'1 U/lOO" hi, hii;b s.:hool 
ca,cii, OooAJJJt. Shcr<l-'000 irtumeil IO hi,. prep alma !llltt'f, ,erv~ 11'1 the Blg llml' head coach from 1980-

~~ ~~ ~ ~ w: ~t~~i:~ =~ Year in l
9

8:2. Hc bccame the 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Alh~te -1970.l 

Julin Flllin. (/1-fa&nolia HJ.h Scboxll, 1973). The fim OVAC 11\hlm toemi Afl.w Y.i. 
fusl ~ OCClO£ll In football,~ a.aJ b.mball lll.$0 let lD NCAA p= rrceivin11 
rttord lit Mar:JJ.all Uciv=it}'. 

N'cimmro ~FIIU)'~ ~ of hi, bushy ml hair. the Blue Engles' .,.,iJc rei..'t:!ver" 
defenslvc bad;. led the Ohio Villey in pm rcceMq J,'~ bl1 wt ll\-uscmcru md eillkd 
b.uairttrwlth Bl ~for l,434ynnilml l6~w ln~~pl.ay.ln 
hh ~ !laSOII, ~ w~nt 10.2 11ilb a 1-lue CIMI- AA ruo.oerup finish to 

R,.lli= with~~-, all-state quartcTbl'ld: Brian Boot to lel.J the W. V;i.All- " 
Stan to a ~-lctory over Ohio in the onnuaf OVAC AL!,StM p:ne ll 'nkellni Jlland. 

In ba.ndbw!.the i:\WU nvmiro 19 print,~ iSillC a.aJeam"1l all-um lion.:n ciftertbe BlllC Eailc:5 Wt-re 
W11e ~AA~ ruruaup to Gmy. 

In ooeball, the owficlikr batlaJ 3~2 anJ cooiplekd hit tll--stat trlfecu 11,ith All-\~·. me! all~ 

_, ·--· Recrultei.J for fOOOlllll by Marw.JJ, Wnt \~upllll, Virpn:la Ted!. Pin an,J Penn State, the 5-11, 173-pounder 
r.l11ni:tl cmly 11.--lth Vt"\'U, but ql(etl for MmllaU where he led the 'fblmlleria; H.ertl In p= =civ~ for fwr 
wa!.ihtJun a!J.!Je:t lclu:JI rccmh 11ilh 168 ca!ch::5 fur 19~ yuds md 14 lTh:a. 1-fu rei..'\"iltlrn tixal lllllked. 
at the time, dihth aI1U1J1 alJ,tlmc NCAA Division I =ti~en. Startlru[ four years, be 5CI a then-NCA.-'r. recrn:l 
by Clllchin11 pim:e, lo 4Z Uni~ pnet;. He bmu the mart. let by 1-femn.mi Trophy 11.-inner Johnny Ro.:li:en 
frnn ~ AlWl1ilbik ~ Itlrhn wpp;,rtlnj the police~ up I.I Um.I i;nmci, 11,hm they bad 
a lliffemit !l1CWl1£. They read: I l.nve the Fllll. ~ The temn co--uixain wm a 11110-liml, An-America booof
lble mention cinic-e mi a 11m. tam Natlonnl h!Jepeodent All-Star boncac, 

fillie:z also 111113 selected 11.1 the~ Amateur Ath!ele of the Yew In 1976. Jo 1985, be Wll.l Inducted Into the 
Mm.hall Athletic Hall of Fame. Fillie:zcur=itly =Kb in De!J.wve.Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Alhl,te. 1980s) 

Du Daris{\\-~ Pm High Scoool,ClloSI of 1981). The fin.I OVAC i:ID-S' ~ 
[ctr, to =n flm teamAil•W. Y.i. honon th=, tio:rl tel Ohiu Valley an:l lUl!e K'Orini 
record, whlcll mnaln on the boob after a quarle!' of a centur)'. O,,'ttall, she set lbn-e 
OV anJ tbtee W ¼. Ku\ni ltalldt.rw. 

A thrtt-yn:r'llrbcelln; l'lllt. wmhtl,~he scoml a school ra:onl I ,854 point, includ
in11 716 f<.lf u 32.5 a~e rd n senior. She Wll'l zmmed mu- "PiaJ,"ttofthe YearH and 
captain of the Clas, AAA llll-u.m t=n far the 1980 =· Sbe ICOreti a sd1ool-m:ortl 
~5 JXIIOU V:i. Wclrton Mad,:~ and~ a ltale twmaa:=t Clim AAA scoring m:oni 
v.-hkh mnalnt oo tbe boob nfler 27 yean. She tallied 43 point, ~·:1. Greenbrier Eat rd 

a sopbomort- In 1978. ln tll-u mte tournament garnet thal year, W srorcd 76 poinli 
~I~ 13 ol 14 free throwi. 

Davel led Part toastatcClM-IAAAronner-up tp;,tua$Clliorwlleo 1hc MOdwteJ I04ue:a!.1, 71 asslm 
and ll"1 reboun<l!i,Aftcr the~' she Wll MVP m the WIie North-South fllnC 11·Jw,:re me .uretl 30 pol.nit. 
She earned AlJ.Am::rlczi m,:nlion In Stm:t & Smith":g and Coovnse mapm,c:1. 

At Pnn, Davb aho !JHJTnl u a pitd1cr-1horts.top Oil the fim \wuty IOftball teami aru rnllCll all·mte 
tt,,_',:~nitl011 from the W. Va. Coicl,e:,i Aswciatio!l. 

She~ a bll.lh!boll ~I' to 1tno.=ee Tech 11.·Jw,:re ihe played for two~ befc« linisMl!I 
her cull~~=~ We,t Vbylni.a Llrnvenity. In her !Wo ~111·ith the Mounwneen, she terve<l 11.1 learn 
ctK.'lpu!n In 1986 with~ Wells. the first woman to dunk Inn college b;ulc,tbill i;ame, In Thwi.'I' 
junlortaron, WVU=-crucd it-i secrnd--e~-er 20-1\-111 = with u 20-<JOmarl. 

She lll50 played be.lutbwl '11-ilh a U.S.All-Stv team in Enilan.l lUIJ s,..--ore,J 150 points for u 21 ,4 II\~. 
Davli hu rnmpletcl her 13th year as bc-;uJ i;fru' bcletl:lalJ co;,,ch ll heT alma 11\.lttt Pm. She ml'I 

the P::urirb Into 1U stl.1e tounwnents am \\'Oil l=k,to.bad C'lill AAA chanrpiomh:!ps In 1998-- all<l 
became the fmt fem.:tlc to win the al!-!JXllU "OVAC COIIC'b of the Year' ~wan!. Tbe '.\'hcdina: milleot aho 
cuad1e:<i wftball_ 

Dick Miller (Athlcle - 1950,) 

. DkkMilltT(W~Centr.i.l Catholic Hlcli S...-tn>l.0- 1952) wu afint-team all-
• i:twe and all-OVAC orn-.,,r in~ tfuee llraldll >= -while p,::rfl.fflllll2 for the 
~Kni_ghis. ledCcntrul Cathol~ tothe_crnt'er=-t an.!Wett Virp:niaCa!holk-

57 

~.!m~;waJ'iJ7~ ~~,•::~ ~~ 
51 ye:us l.li:itll k wm ~tiy Dli\id~,11four-;eai:-lettma.m rorthe Ml:IOOD 

~e~=--,~='=~•~hl~•~~-in11~J;:: 
Ktjmrly All-Sw Gui,::, iel<lin;: the Moollllineer temn to 111 81-80 \ict<-J;' ll 
~'illi.mtic,n. Twice, (195! ml •,;n, Miller wa., c-!Kttnu the itllle·1 00~-erof 

~~~~~~:I=!r/%1~'.~~:~~~~~tu.m. 
Rt,ouiteJ by lbe Llnh-erw,· of WIJ,;:msJn oo a tia,ketl:nll Kbo!mmP, Miller wa, tile lhdi=' m:rtm11 pw!l 
~ for t,1,u_yean. N'id:named "The Cal~ becmae o!h:lt qulcbieu, tlick n\~ 19 ~llll!!J per pme m Bia: 
to:n pla}',IOppU!i the 3{).?Ji!ll mBrlr. thm, timc1durlna: ~ C#ffl'. lo 1'15/i. be ietaL-onference m:oolfor the rllOlt 
ro:aa,Jllt-e free ~ ill!Jde, com'Crt!IIJI 29 In a mw ovn two cmsttUll\'e ~-Miller n1,o e:m'lbl a, • fb:>r 
leader ml JdcmJ~e pL,;1er. He - ,·<Xal u the kfllil M\'P Im temor year. Althoudl ~ by the New Yurl: 
Knlcll in I~. t.llile£chm lo PITT AAU ~.Hem., \ual to the AAU AlJ.Armrtcr, team ufter ~
ipalln~ the Nllioaal Trurmmml held in Denni- _11,t= Ile 1et1 the Milwllllee Allen Booley Team to 1 !Ul!th 

r:e~in~t.::1:~~:r~~t~~~~~1'"U~~~ 
1ew:,e·1 MVP for the 1962--03 aeuoo. 

l.!ilkr 11byeJ buehall~ 1·eai:- at W\Jromln,hittini: J33 md Dla1in1 s=JOO bu,_ &a= a shoulJer !n.lwY 
In hirli !ICTIOOl limitell hil taowlna ability, he p,-e up lluebiill aflei one 1UJ011 to c=ntn:te uo \:tci.'.c1hall. • 

1-lli lthldic a=r then continiioJ In 1 <lilf.:mn ~ u he toc,1,;. up lmndbl!ll (four-MJ.1) !lOO in !iii finl year. 
be woi the Nurth an,J Soolh Carol!llll Open ~ln Oiamptonship. He went oo to will nu:nierow lint: iltln 
~~~~=Jr • rinam~~ctmrnpioruhlpl.Heful.ll!lymhl com-

Terry Snively (A!hkte - l'l60sl 

TRTT Sllird{~·Mlml ~t~h~t;'l• !966). ThiJ all-£lltlll.l !l!hletc staimf io four 

:=·r; ~Uli 2h~. ~l~Ji~:W\1.'.!1.it~r.i:~~~ ~ 
f,'ded TU!lllllla: baa finism:l with 39!1 c=_pomt-1. Suively ..-u Mj!le\J Oh:l<J'1 UPI 
C1as1 A Bad uf tbe Year U1 1965. He~ nn ,W-0\'AC ~ u n JUIUOI" !IIJII genior 

wtric~~~~~-~~:~.Hcalsomuafwr-)'Carlet
terµian U1 ~.~last~ tc'~~eJy Bmlti~befler th'1) 24 

~=:meacJi~un~~:1ll'lmlAJIJ~A~~•~=: 
~ at Powrutml. mw Sruvely d£J OO!Jble dun·,~ ,n ~ball ar.-.1 trad~ 

He ..-ma tooJ(aJ pitc9(! ml outfielJc'r Ill the d:i.,moo,] ~oc=an. Hi, ~IIJel 
the Jndia:m Ill ~ pall" of Ohio !Uc tournammt bath,, Inc II. the W1e , A CIUIIITI in hi:J fresh-
UllD ~ when be hatted 31~ 113 te.Jotfhitter. Powhatan Jcli ii . 11 µ,,ci. ~ In hluop~IOITlR 
l!C.1SOO. He \\'as '\t ~AC 100.~ 2!X~yanl mid ton.y mcr cfimnl!f, u-= ll!lll qual1f,W foc the~ 

~~t~foor~ ~~~af~~tnV.~~~liJlYenity,v.tlere 
he WD ~yet m ~fens.Ive b;nffeld 11:'1 a three-Jur !!ll!rter. He 111.!J•~ to the All-Tune 

WV,.1/J; ~ bCJ
1
\f'1viJ d~ he Ollled to remain !n athJctiol !!\ Im ll!ltivc Ohio Vallev, Soh:eJy Clll hil 

~ keth at Bcllairc HWl. Dllrinlz hit ~_;t;ff IUIJl 11.llh the D111 Reda. Ile 111u a focil:ull nide to Jake 
01.sm'Uy ll!ll.l llef\'edaoi hezi.l limutbal[zim COllCn forfive}:an. Hc~BeJWre_toapa!rof!:l':ctk,n
al CIUW!lll in ~-ttjle ~a<.llwic! Ul]e (1974) md 0\'AC chmno!omhto ( l<J76) l/1 b;t,,ebal_l. ~!U~\y 
i:natnruimd to --iidc,liii/1 » bead lwkelball ~ for fll.u l'eml- !Tu 197&-n t=n won a di:i:tncl ti1le m! OVAC cnmn. tlmt ~, be- Wll.l nmna1 district COll('/i of ~Lt;U· Sn!Yelf lef'I 1l2Cfl0',\11 fr.- Rh-er 

~·1~~w~~~-m~~~;::~~T~~fu~~~~~ 
ill the OVAC All,SW Olme t1111ce 11.-ttllc mil~ the Ohio N~-South Gwne m 1994. lo 2!JA. Smvely 
recen-eJ the Upper Ob:lo Valle}' ~ Dm Cwi Hamill A~. 

Lance Mehl (Alb~" - 1970.l 

1.mtn Mml (Bellaire High Sd1ool, Otu of 1976). A thfee-$pOl11Urn capWil for 
the Bil~- Mehl wu ~ an All-Vnliey football liDCbatler and baseball Finl !me· 
ma:n !I.I well a, u cen!tr In twketball. 

He wncd All-Oruo football luJon fur roach Jtoke Ol,.a~d:y while ,er\'Llljj u co
u;nla o( the 1975 team whidi Wall \l.J. He pinye,J in the Qhlu North-South game ln 
Columbu1 ~ turned In a ~ll defensive effort for the Sooth a11.mn. 

Recruhed by Pena State- t;nJvenity for foothill. he~ cilal by coach .Joe Pillenlll 
nraJ defem:h-e coonfi:nator krry ~ a:i "ooc o( the best imli.le linebad.en" e\'er 
kl play fi. 'Lirtel:ll'll.-ter U'. 

Mehl wa:s the Jewina; taciJeff,xthe unb::llten 1978 Nlllllll}' Um team wh:kh bowro 
to AWwni:i, 14-7 In tbe Slli':at Sowl and pmbably ~ PSLT frrm beini: Jecwetl natluoal champioo. Io tlw 
gain:, he Jal lion Jefendm 11-·ilh 17 sJOpS, iocludillj: 11 =lued be~. 

Afterthaljunior =, Ile "°·as nmin1 the ~Man of the Year~ by the Upper Ob.Jo Valley Dapper Dan Club 
a:nd is ODC of ooly ~ college athkta to =tive that hroor. 

The PSU dekrnive eo--oq:tain also led the Lions !n tadlc:1 i:tt ~ 5ffi!or Qlll) eametl secon,:J team All
Alnerica hoom by Th: A1IOCinied Pr-cu !l!lO Uniil:d P=J Intmwtiorutl. 

Mehl "Was tlrafie,J in the NR.'1 thlnl ro.mJ by the New York kb mii.l plaj-'CU nine yean bcfurc his c= 
'Wll3 cut thort with~ ra:umnJI knee Injury. 

He wu the, Sm' leaili:ni iicfrn:le:r from 1982,86 bef<:n: ~ mee lnjury. The Jets' ileferulve i.ignal-ca!kr 
recon1a1 17211.lW Urlb {103 sohl nm 67 a.wID) !:n 1984. ln 1983.he in1erceptal te\'ell p;=c, w,.1 pie led 
off 13 career inlerceptlon.,. 

Mehl wns i.eJected to the Pro Sowl after the 1983 = when he reconled ! 13 tacUeli. 43 anlru nru.l 
~pus~cru. 

After his NFLcureereooe.l hererumed to the Oh!nValley nod =lde:'J in St. Cwnvil\e. 

Brian Swisher (Alhl,te- I980sl 

Brioa Slrldw- (Smcmille Hii:/1 Sch<.d. 01<a or 1982). The 5-7. 14.5-p:,und 
d)'l:woo be(.'M)C the fint tbtee·tlme fint t= All·W. V1. fOCJtball hmcne !n Tyler 
Count)· !IS Ile Jed Sistemil\e ffigb 10 bad;.,to.back mte Ou,Actwnpiomh!J>'I in !<ffl() 
and ·~1. 

Swhher led the ligen to a 13-0 m:ord in 19!11 !!:'I he .et nn Ohio Valle)' and W Va. 
recortl for 1COO!lfl by a l:illCJJlllll with 26 tooch<lowm /rtcrivi:nj:. nulrini:. retum'I) l100 
156 {Xllnts. He 1\'llll nmner-up for the Kcrurdy Awani a:i ltcte pbJ,n<Xthe year and _ 1 
wu =nhi the HlllltAwa:n::lu Rm Lloenwi of the Year. ,,,. Mi." 

He ICf =son and career Pill =min11 marb ill the Ohio \'alley !IW avnai;ro 39.2 
y.-iM Oil l\doffrelllml a:nd 202 }imls (l(l JJ.IDI retmrn. He mo WaJ pro<locti>-e oo ml-around rwhlng pb)'l. 

SwiJ.hcr. -who Rt rill OV tro.11\l by Clllehini pmes In 36 crn,e,,.'\ill;-e gamet - e\'ery !!lllle he w:rted. His 
=~~ toa1s 11.•er-e l26lt<."eplkru furl,174 yardt aod23~. 

He kJ the OV in lt'jtll!ftc':Vl!fl pass m.'elvtnayutls for 1980(6!11 yanhoo47 ~he1) l100 19R1 (~ 
yanis&m 14 TThl uo 33 m:~). M11 ~, be laooetl 26 pu~ for 5R2 ,·anb. 

SW'Wl:r V.'1111 a time-time All-OVAC ar.l All-Valley hofntt Ill well Mall-Weit \rlfilnla three time 1. 
ID the s-pr½it. he rnmpctal hi tr.id u a 100 end 200-me!cr ~. loiijj jumpc'I' WI! re Illy membcT. He 

woodgln inilivLiml mc,:lah in three~ CWllAAmcru - u firilin the 100111a IOphomorc.1ll ~ 
and a thlnl. nnd wu • member of n fw DI= 41100 rcl:.y team. He tied n itlllr med AA 100.rrrter rccon:I 
with a I0.9-secoru mm. In the 1981 ~-

fill Ji~ 1 fLIIJUr.ll.l sd1olanhip with Manball LTni,-rnlty QDU pi.il}'N four ,ea,ons lncludln~ three}'"" 
n:, 11:tmtrn[f 11i,Je =iver. He Jaoded 106 pimc,1 frum 1982-!!J for J t,17 }'Mi.I IUld 14 toud:iJownt. He WM 
~~-, lcwmg recri;-er in 1983 v.'ilh 32 ca!Ches f(J' 5(,() yanil a!llJ three=· He also was a Hml track 

""""'· S11.·Wier C11JTCJ1tly reside:ll In ~-i, Center, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete - 1990s) 

ro~ci ~/!~~:ne:P,~~~ I~~ 1~~;~~1e ~s ~f~~l~J1/!~:J~ Reds' four-spom per• 
The mercnn·-heek<l wia! receiver was an An-Ohio gmhler for L1md1 Jnhn Magistm 

before a sparkling career at Ohio State Univenny. Alier his Scarlett & Gray Ullys, 
Ga\foway wa~ a fi111t round draft pick by the Seattle Seahawks of the Notional Football 

l..e~~ioway re11.rote the Ohio \'ulley re<:<1nl h<>nb forpnss receiving ynnls witb 2,332 aml 
touchtlown receptioru with 27. He ended Y.ith 108 career catches. The 5-9 explo~ive game-
breakerhelped lead the Big RM to the OVAC 3•Afootbal! title his junior war. p!aymg an ' 
integml mle in the 9-1 campaign. He landed 43 P?:Sses for 973 yarili and f3 TOs that fall. 
Galloway was n three-time i\l!-OVAC and AH-Valley honoree an~ name<l All-Ohio second team in Divi~ion 
111 as a senior. 

c~p~~~~\~~~s fur):~hac;~~~k::1rm~/ ff~i~~~j~If!oi:~c,YAfi~Va~!!~~ tu.~~~ :1!f!'. OVAC 

ovJ1i:h!~h~1:::~~: ~~~l,jga[e:i~~~~ 8~fl(~~; ckli~e~
1
fh;~t~[)~.fs~~WfM.~1!i~~~~uU\ ::e ~~~~~ 

titles as a senior. 
The Bellaire Bullet then ux1k hi8 amazi_ng athle_tic skills to 01lumbus, sum-ing for John Cooper on the grid

iron. He wag honored as an AII-Bijl Ten mde receiver as a junior-a season in which he grabbed 47 pa<;ses for 
946 yards. His career totals at Ohio State were 108 rece!)tions for l.!!94 vanh ll!ld t9 IDs. Galk)way finished 
with 2,754 all-purpose yanls anJ WM the te-.un's co-captain in !994. He ,.;:-as an All-Big Ten Acmlenuc honoree 
in 1991, 1993 an<l !994 while earned the National Fooibrul Foundation Scholarship in 1994. He e11med a degree 
in businei~/mmtetina. 

Galluway was the 'eighth overal!Jick in the ! 994 NFL Draft. Ile slayed five seaoons with the Seahawb, catch-

:::i~ Wrn;~e1{~1
l~ri1e~ri~r ~he i:ir~c!~-t~~~ll~f:~:~wi~ mC:~~~rhir ~h~ra~;; 8~$8~~~~;~ yards 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ron Mauck (OVAC 'Family') 

Rem Ma11ck (Bridgeport High School, Clas~ uf !958). Educator, administratnr, com
munity !eai.ler. Mauck hlls been director of the OVAC Wrestlin~ Tournament. one of the 
l:uyes.t hi~h school events of its kind m the emire country, since 1'}79. This h1ghly-reganl
ed chamemmh1p was renamed a1 the Ron 11-Iauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament in 2006. 

vi!r:~toth~11
1:i~Jfu~~~~cit 031~is1~~~~1!if1;;l~(;m~ih~t:s:1i:~~f~r~ 

~~;: !u:e Wh~t0t{~ii1~:1~a;f~~~ {Qe!Ji~cii~:-~~~e1~e~~he
8
~~rv~:a; 

mlunteer on the staiffnr NAIA and NCAA Di11ision II ch:unpionships {hosted by \Ve,t 
Libertr State College) held in Wheeling. In adtii!ion to hL~ duties with 1he rnnferern:e mat 
toumamelll. Maud~ was a long-time member of the Rudy Mum\ey OVAC Charity A!I· 
Star football Classic, He wag assistant game director am! later se1Yed as game dire,::tor from !\193 thmu3ih 1998. 

be~ ~~i;~~i~1/!;fil1 ~~t;;tc~~! 1~ifs ~[)~ffmf:ttig:tzh~cl~i~~ ~:;~~::~~h1!,1~e~1
:~ 

ty wrcstlmg program and ~-oached the schmi!"s only individual state champion (Lou Daly). \\-1ule at Follansbee, 
Mauck coached John Craig, a first-lane wrestler as a senior m 1965 who well! oil to become_ all A!l•American 
at West Liberty am! later wai (me of the area's outstamlillg rnache~ before becoming an admimstrntor. \Vhen the 
con.soli!lated BrooU H1,sh Sch(KJI opened m !968. Ron wai named to coach the wres!ling team where he tutored 
the Brmm' first West \-irgima mat cha.mp in Jim Suddoth. Before rctinn.l! ufter a 34-year career in education, 
Mauck served Bmnk.e as directnr uf the sdmol"s Driver's Educatmn ~partment. "Physical_ Plant D1rector, 
Assistant Athlel!c Dirertnr and Athletic Director. In addition to having_ ihe OVAC Wrestling Tournament 
renamed in his honor, Mauck also was presente.l the "Mr. Mat' Award m 1985, He 11•:u named the W. Va. 
Wrestlillii" Coache9 Man of the Year (!987): am! received recognition awards from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Da~r an Club {_1985 and 1997); W, Va. Athletic Dire(:tor of the Year (1995). Maud twm:: wa.~ ~dett<':d 
Wmwood Lmns Citizen of the Year, winner of the H.V. Coo::oran. Sr,Award (2(Xll) and a member ol the Brmke 
County Wall of Fame {2006). He is past_president of the W, Va. Safety Association, the Bridgeport A!Wllili and 
Wanrnod Jnniur High Athletic A1sodatmn. 

Paul 'Bnd' Billiard (Coaches) 

Paul"H11d" Hilliard (Wellsburg High School. C!a'Js of 1959). Head coach at Brooke 
High School for 23 seasons ( 1979-2/X) l) where he ci,mpi!ed a record of 185 wins, 79 
defeat~ and I tie. During this span, Billiard's Bruins wnn three West Virginia Class 
AAA smte cbampi,mships - 1985, 1987 and 1990. lfa 1987 and '90 powerhouses 
recorded perfect recortl sea5ons and both were nationally ranked. The 1987 team fin
ished 25th in the country while the !990 squad em.!ed UJI in 23nl place, In 1994, Bnx)ke 
also ended the campaign with a 10-0 recnrd but lost in the state playoffs. Fifteen of his 
23 Bruin te11m~ participated in the po,1-season playoffs and sewn mmle the state cham
pionship game. Also, Billiard rnached the green and gokl to seven OVAC Oass AAAA 
Division championshlp:'l. He coached in two Rudy Mumley 0\:-\C Charity AH-Star 
Football ~runes w1d in three Wes.I Virginin Norlh-South Games. He was among the founding members and 
past president of !he Ohin Valley Football Coaches Association for whom he also was chairman of the 
gruup·s allnua\ awards dillner. He also assisted ill o,i;nnizing the OVFCA"s Clinics and Prospect Nights. 
Billiard',; Brooke coaching career also included eight years a.~ an assistant in football, two yellr'! ru, n wres.!ling 
assisiant, sil years as bead wre,t!ing coach and three years as head track coach. Prior to Bmoke, he spell! 
four ye= as an assistant in football at Wheelillg Centni!, two years as a voltmteer a~sistant in wrestling and 
three \'Carll as head trnck c=h. 

Wh"i!e attending Wellsbmg High School, he played four years of frxrtba!! and lettered three vears, sen·ing 
as team captain in 1958. He played baseball three years, earning two letters. At West Liberty State College, 
Billiard was a four-year varsity lettennan ill ftx1tball playing on both the nlfensl\"e and defensive lines, After 
his junior season. he earned first-team AJ!-WVIAC laurels, 

Among his awards nre: Ohio Valley. OVAC ll!ld West Virginia Coach of the Y,:-ar; Upper Ohi(] Valley 
Dapper Dan Man nfthe Year; Carl Hamill Cm1ching Award: Steubenville Mrx1Se U.xli;e Coarh of the Year; 
West Liberty State College Athletic Hall r,fFame; 2005 Ohio Valley Football C rmd1.n Hal! of Fame inductee; 
H.V C11rcoran Sr. Award for the BronU football program bringing national atWJtinn \rl the Ohio Valley: ll!ld 
n 2005 recipient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Asstx:ia1ion'1 Retired Coac-hing Award. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlete. 1990s) 

Matt Gaudio (Brrnike High School, Class of 19911. This fluid athlete dominated 
the Wes.t Virginia prep hartlwood as he wa9 a four-rear starter for the Bruins. 

He concluded hfa sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. Va. "Player of 
the Year" :u well as the Gatorade state ~Player of the Year" in 1991. The 6-7 forward 
paced IlrrniU to records of !9-4, 22-4, 16-7 and !8-7 for a four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudiu Wll'! a two•time all-state Class AAA honoree and twice named 10 the all
state tournament team. He a1·eraged 17.9 points and ]O. I rebounds as a sophomore 
and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring uollll ns ajuniur while 
averaging I! rebounds. 

Gaudin capped his superb prep career with a brilliant senior campaign. He averaged 24.3 points and 
grabbed 13.4 rebounds to repeat as All-OVAC, AU-Valley and All-W Va. honors while being accorded 
honorJble mention All-America. He was the fir.;t Bruin tu earn first team all-state in boys· basketba!L 
Gaudio surpassed the I llOO mark ill career poilltS (l .874) and career rebounds (1,108), both Bruin records. 

He npted 1(1 continue hi., academic and a!hletk career at Penn State Univers.ity. where he was plagued 
by chronic back problems which required surgery. In spite nf the medka! woes. Gaudio endured to tum 
in a solid career. Durillg his redshirt sophomore seaSOll, he averaged 9,4 points and 4.7 rebounds a game 
nm! was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Inspirational Player Award. 

The following year, he served as student assistant coach while completing hi~ liberal ans degree with 
au emphasis on an:hitecture. He returned to play as a senior and was second on the team in scoring with 
a 13.! averaged while collected 6.4 rebounds a game during a 21-7 m:ortl season. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'Family') 

in£~.j~tl!d~~~i~f ~f~ih s;h<~f{r~£l~d (~~l~~!~Un~_\u
0l!'1QJA~~dllry figun:s 

During his !7 years employed as a teacher and coach m the Bellaire City School 
Distric1, Giffia wru. oue of the founders and the directnr nf the famed Bellaire Relays. 
During its 52-yearhisHiry. the Bellaire Relays attracted many ofOhio·s greatest athlete~ 

:~~11 ~~k~-~~:i~ 1~eo~;J~:~ ~~t~.enrsrete~~a~u~f .. ~~%~~ d~fn~f;};k 

~~P~llB~~~~~~~~d ~b;~ ~~i~~f~!i(l~ l!)t~{~~h:[!i} meets. Also 
Giffill"s time-consuming work and contributkm~ to the Ohio Valley Athletic 

C(]nfcrmce mduded a term as cresident (1973-74) and commissioner nfthe football and basketball officials. 

vi:kt=~~~wm!t~ll~~tArr~1 Gilffn cfa!~1t1ti: \~~s eaff~~~~; ~ctili~ Ea~:~i(oi~r::; jif ~"ohi~ 
Athletic Board, the Ohio High School Coaches Association, the Ohio football Coaches Association and the 
National Collegiate Track and Field Coaches Association. He was voted illto the Ohio Stare Track Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1972, Giffin wa~ presented two awards of merit from the OHSAA and, following his death in 
l'J7.5, he Wa'l selected for a posthumnus Alumni Achievement Awanl by West L1ber1y State College. Giffi11 
scrved the Ea5tem Ohio Cuadies Association as president as well ag heing the state vlce president for the Ohm 
Association of Track Coaches. 

Athletically, Cal was a three-sport lettennan {football, basketball and track) at Bellaire Hi_gh. He&layed Oil 

~~gy~~ i\r.:~}.~~l!!iit1~~ i~ 191411 anG~x:.; :PJ;~Js~!a h\~U- t~; ~~
1
:Fed; ~oorni!~~~ 

where he wag the ~upervisor of elementary and secomlary education. Fmm there. he became the prirn:i_pa! of 
St. Clairsville High Sch<KJI am! later served ll'l _superintemlent ol the St. Clairsville-Rkhlaml School Drntrict. 
Tie =iwd his B.A. in Education from West L1herty in !951 und his Ma.,ter of Ans Degree in school admia
istration fmm WVU in 1%7 

Boyd Nelson (M,dlal 

Boyd Nelwn (Bellaire High School, Clas~ of 1945). Nelson ~pent 41 years_ as a 
phmographcr with 77ie Times leader in Martins Ferry, Fel!nw staffers and fnends 
hllve ca!!e.l him a ~oneer, a legend and. perhap~, the greatest _goodwill ambassa!lor 

~!~~~!t~~~~~lpit~~ t1,~ ~~\ ~e~rJ ~~~:&~~~~~!(~r~tA::i~dJJ;'. 
Nelson, a quiet. unassumins man. let hi~ camera do his talking for him. No assign-

~:e\:~~u".s1,~~~t~~ r:~'t}:~ ~~~n~iu~i:1 J~~~r~~~:r ~e~/~~:~ 
;~J ~~~~~~liZn~t~ ~:~~hi~:ti:)r.>~~ri~~ ~ned ~e~t!~~1.:1me:~ ~~~: 
Imm the start of his career in the fate 1941.h until his retirement m 1988. As was pointed out at the time of 
his death m 2fX)3, there wasn't a gymnasium. football field or baseball diamond m The Time,i Leader's cov
erage area where Nelson didn't capture the exploits of ath!eteH of_al! a,;es Ulld abilities. A[ll{mg tl1e future 
pmksskmal greats he C(lvered included baseball hall of fomers Phil NielJO and Bil! Ma=-osk1; ba'lke1ball 
hall of famer John Havlicek, Joe Niekn,. Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Douglas and 
Allan Humyill::,_just a to mention a few. 

Boyd's devotmn to his work also made him a rule mudd alld an inspiration to aspiring alld seasoned phu
~aphers alike, Nelson shunned the limelight throughout hi~ life i.le~pite the urginfs of co-workers nud 

mil~re~l~ldh~{tt:1~~i~!v~;s\1~~~!eeer~U~~3
1
fu~:in~~~~/~~I ~:~~:~tin~ra~~ ~~~.:;:;: 

~!~:. \\1)~~z~~/P,?,~fTJ!i:. ~~~~he':f1¾ Ji~i1~Jaihi,~,; l'~E~t:n~(Qh~ei:'fJ9i'.~~:'i!1:k 
th,;:s tl~ 

1;:~e~·:e~~~i'n~ 
1
l~e~i:gpi1:~g~~;1~~~;;:~trJ· ~tbif~At~ c:J~ll(~~ 'a i.~l!!~ ~~~&d NOhfu 

University fora year. However, nlterbein!f h1red a'l a summer intern by The lhmes leader, he never returned 
to college and made photography his hfeume profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Coaches) 

Riehard "U'fty" Ila/I {Barnesville High School, Class of 1959), Hall wns one of 
the most successful two-sport coaches (baseball/golf} in OVAC history, compiling a 
whopping l ,l !6 victories over a 34-year s.pan. 

lie began his baseba!I coaching career at P(JWhatan High School for a year before 
taking the same post at St. Clairsville High School. In his 33 years with the Red 
Devils (1969-20lll), his teams umasse.l an outstanding 515-320 rec,Jrd. 

With "Lefty" calling the shots from the dugout, St. Clairsville won seven OVAC 
champions.hips and mm\e five Ohio High School Athletic Association reghmal tour
nament appeanmces {!978, 1982, 1986, 199() and 1997). The Red Devils advanced 
to the state tourn:unent "Final Four"' in 1997. St. Clairsville aho won five Eastern Ohio Baseba!l League 
title~ Ullder Hall"s guii.lance. 

Hall as named OVAC Coach of the year in !991 and received the same acrnlade from the Eastern 
District three times. 1990, 1995 and 1997. He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno All-Star 
Series ill 1997 A true baseball "junkie," Hall was inducted into the Ohio High School Baseba!I C'oaches 
Hall of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame "Man of the Year"' in 1999 

Hall coached six players who signe.l pmfossionul baseball contracts, the list including Gerry Craft, 
Gwe Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse. Joe Slavik antl Joe Dudek. 

In golf, uLefty"' ctiad1ed St. Clairs.vi!le for 27 years (1974-2000) . finishing wl!h a 601 -123 record. He 
had three unbeaten teams and also tutored three squwh that advanced to the Ohio state tournament. The 
Red Devils al.so collected !4 OVAC golf championships. 

Hal!, a life-hmg resident of Barnesville, lettered in baseba!l and track \\hile perfotming for the 
Slu:mrocb. He g-radtlated from Ohio University, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (OffldabJ 

l4'0ITl'R "'Noolir' Pllri f{k Limly Sch:cl, CJ.au of 1920). The \\'heeling lJ\antl 
rmJ.:nt .... no uia.l in 198~ Ill the II&" of 81 s.ervt:d the =l!iJlj llndofficia!l.ni ~eulon 
','t!ry we1J iWd QOO WU an~ cmtril,Jtor IO hil lutllll!nee 

A! !Ill off,.::1.111, Pugb $tTl'e<l r., a fiictbill antl ba:sulba.11 n:frr?t' fLlr OV?T 40 \'Cllfe:, ln 
foothill, be worud in ro:h hlib scbcol ml co~. !nduding the West Vlf&inia 
~ A1hktic Coof='TIC\" and West\~ 0nivcmtj,·. Pin !\00 l'rnll State, A 
basldbalf offici41 for UllI'C tlmn 40 i=, Pu,w offici1tell hiib s,,::h,xil aad coik£e con
tests, In 1933 llod 1'134. he 11,maJ the entire '\\'l':$t ~=high JdnJi l:w"hthall 
twrnmMnt, !tu~ beini Jud~ PBu.l Ca:mi\lctti the first yeu llOO Oink WestWl the 
=ind }Rr. Pugh i:111.1.Jom Ciott of Bluefi.e!,J blew the whcilc for all 11 pi,::, of the 
fa.t WVIAC INroalller(hel,l In 1933111 Fa:irmrnt. Pu~ $Cl'VW U ~ ofl:nb. !IE 

~DllE~~~~~~B~~rt~~°:,;:~~!mBe~~~ 
Shad}'U,le Rel#n and (be West Virginia So.w,dlllJ S<.ilool .~1•Jlie:ol Ccmmmion. Pull:h cmduded offi&JJ' 
clink1 ln l.:veT.il ~ wxl 11,~ • ~ smes m officwtmg. Pugh aho 11<n a Red Cnm /mtnlroT In 11,U'.f 

i;afrty m.J li!M4•1111 fix over 50 yean. fn ru,J yoo!b. he ll.'U ~II.'• lrl-mte di•;ini; chamlllon =I wns 
t.nov.n to llWI)' oeoole in V.hdiag fCS" dil'l:l'li olf tk- SU!.l)ellll(lll Brid&e lnlo the Ohio RiVtt. fu petformeJ 
that feat forthi !mt limeoo ubor Di,_y dwin,I! ihe wt!: fair lxl<l ,,hro he wa, ~~-He~~ dive 
on KVnal IXber ocoo~ ~ h:iJ yootb. He coadlal s;\'imrnl:ng ai h:l!I tJma maIB The limly &hool tiJ' 
oearlr lhrre d=ioo. guiiliili;i: the C.ade!, to 26 OVAC ~!!!- indtlllina 23 In~ row. 
~ Wil..'I a1w a trefueniJl...u iahlete, e:!peeiaily Bl & f<Xl!mll player. He atlmWAkimon-Broodw5 Coll= 

in Philipp1 fortwll ~ Ind rila}'CU fooll:iall befUl'e ~S: ta Dayi.J & Ellilll College wbc·Jll la.'m a 1ttUiu 
ful!beci 1111d cnlla'for Hall ol'Fll:llleCoach Cmn lknder.on. S=eliiibilitv ru..Let ~verrwl)· c.ililal in those 
day1, Puib pl.a}'CU fem~= II D&E.jfit 1..~' service lrchiled ['i ye11111 ~ V.,'het'Hng'i ll=tloo 
Dm:ctor. f';l.'I} knnS u Ohio Coumy Sheriff aru w; inn u an Ohio C~ C~. Pu~ was inlluct
ru lnlo the West VU]irtla Spoi!ll Hill of Fame (!9!!0). the 0tuo Vailcy ~ Dan lull of fame {1984) l'llljj 
row the Ohio Villey Athletic Conferm."e Hall of F,:in,:'. 

Phil Niekro (Alhkte - 1950.J 

PkilN/dro (~ High School,Offl of 1957). The Ba.,ehall Hal1 ofnmct' JOI 
his athJetlc aart la.'Tlh tbe Bulltlop where be - a three~ perflflTll:I'. Bcsub luse
hail, he WM a foctool.l c1lll ml buleltia1I forward IIIlil a tcWllimll: offrllow 0VAC Hall 
of Pamer Joba 1-bivlicel... 

Nklmmcd "Kru.bic:M ~ ol his ;uple pitdi, the mudkmIL "'hid! he lnmeiJ 
ITClll hl$ film, N"IWU wu a foor-ym BulJoos p!tcbcr l't"ith a 17-1 cmttr remtl. ffi, 
only Jon wa., J-0 10 Ttltonnille ill 1954, hit fmhman year, v.ml fellow Baseball Md 
OVAC Hal] olFamer Bill f..~ hit the pmt-wlnning lune nm. Th: 19,'i BuI1Joi 
~ almretl the Eal!. Ohio ~!IC titl.: la.ilh Marum Fmy. In• 9-4 Ohio ICdirnal toor
rwrn:a win mtt St. John',, Nlebu wm the ptlC in rellef jjII,:) ~led a two-nm~. B~. however, 
l't'm hallW ln the fin.U! by Shadysl.Je. a ltllm twice defemd by the Bulldop. In 1956, N"clro m:,J tbe B~ 
defe:ltcl SteubenY~ Crntral, 7-1, ln the- Oas, A district toomament iiller ~'tlooal wim 0\-er &:mes\'ille an:! 
St. Oa:inville. BJiditlort bowed 10 £;1$1 Liv~ in the distrn.1 final!, Ali~ lltllb-, N",ckro tDsiO.l n foor-hit
ter llllll :mud out 10 in 14-2 Wl/1 ovtl' Strubemit\e Cerrlr.ll for tbe 0VAC ~ title. 1-k earlier burled an 
S-2 wln om Ea.,t Llvapool In the Clas, AA <listrict smtifina!J. Unbea!C'n Steubenville Ccrural halkd 
BrlJm,ort, 6-1 in IIE fmalt. 

N"ltlro. whoalio playt'd fur the B~~ 1a11n ml Blnine ln the m:n:merTwillgl't League. wm 
slgne,.l by the Mil~ Bram fur a S500 bonus ll n l<H8 tr)'OOl camp In BelWre. 

In 1964,be mrteda 24-yearnaj<Tiague==: with the Bravn,NewYITTYll!lit-e,,Ckvclan.l l!lWalt'I 
aniJ T<XOO!o Blue Jay,. J-k had a 31&-274 = m;onJ while oppemini in R64 p:=,i l!ld miliaa wt 3~2 
ballers, rlptlh m tlr all-time clwu. He hurled a ID-hiller l!ld \l,'1JI\ five Gold G\o\--cs nod wa., ~ to five 
A!l,SUr temm. llz Brava oooorc:d him by erectlnji: a brmzo ~ in froot cl thei:1' home Wldium '1/ld, in 
1 'J97, he wu !nducted into tbc Ba.$cllall Hill of Fame. J-k rnilb in the A1lallta nca, 

Bob Hummel (Ath!H, - l"""l 

Boll H1ttJU1UU (Mrun<lf'rille Hii:h School, CJ.cs of 1966). Thi5 ti fl 3 ~ wa, a 
scorin~ lllllrnine for Mo1.11).lwille Hiab Sclni] befUl'e lwni ttis \U k,opttfum IO West 

'{~~}~hit m!luf!lllf•)=~=whh 1,941 pointt.EJIOOfora22.6 
pc:r pme -~~. Thal: a\=tat wll l'Mia 1lith IIDOllf! Clll3 AAA pillr= In the &Ute. 
His~ ycarWllooc fur the rerortl inlb Ill !he t.bnhall C'{Ully ~. lk ~ 

In 897 JX)inL'I In lS ~ for o 33.9 ll'\~. wh:lch Is tied fr:.- tlr highm ~ in 
CllmAMrrrhiYC11. 

t,torro..-er. hit WJ£U\i illUl.'1 tr'a£151ala.l ln1D team ruccru IS M,.Mlthville finhheJ a., 
wre nmnerup in C!&3 AAA. the idxxil's firu wt: fin.a.I 1ioce 1910. Hummell too:-bed 
Rlchwoc.J fot 45 i:=ml ln the Wile semifil\W pme, He ~ IIE Moum:!mlle llllde~ !'-1."1:lrini 
mart -.,.;[h 53 point, ln a wm aga:imt Foilmiwee. HummeU wia ch,;;,sen 11!1 the Wnt V£Iiini.a ~Piayerofthe Year" 
by the MuinnLn1m Toochdown Club 11,,hile Alsci be!na; =I~ of the Clan AAA all-~ team, all--
0VAC ml~ Coach AIJ.Amerlca. J-k aho wm n lop-lW.'b hMeball player f<Y Mruntlmlle, =nlng 
se,..~ all-state boron u • Ditcher. 

Following hll slorious Jta;• a1 f..lroniliviUt. H=ll~ the wvu ht-op~ an<l he v.'Well [Kl time in 
making hiJ p-c~ fell. Hummell ltd the WVU fmih team in KmllB 11,ilb a .41 •v~. indooing a 45 -
pointootbun;t lJµiml Mar,laooood4! npinQ Duqaew:c. ln tho!-.e W.y1,frewman were ineligible by NCAA 
ruie1 f'nxn pb)'Jni oo the 1~· k1tl. 

He Vr-entan toav~ 129. fB allll 14.l)i:a,ints •pme the folkminf! th=, ~=-.allofwhicbhe sern:d 
the Mounulineen m ij ~- HtllnlTleD WM the t= l ~ hi senior i=on. 

Hummell totaled 1.137 p:,ints in ttis \liVU c=, pladng hlm ieveruh in school annals al the- time hi., (.-ateef 

m:hl io 1970, he wullil nuq1 free throw ~-~alan !I0.7 clip for hi, c=u. Humrne. ll - wbohad 
14 ~ of20 ornue poi:nU - was wcted to the 1966-7~ all-time WVU h<.ql lCllm 

Bob Gain <A""'" • 1940,J 
&b Gain (Weir High SdnX, ~ of 1947). An a!J.\imc ifCal oo the h!ih ~bool. 

1co&-a,:· ll!ld JMlfe:u&Ortw Je<.'Ch. he swtal bis foccball career for the Reil R~ aru 
t,1.·keamo.l first IClllllAI!-OVAC 1uicn a..111 Unemanard was honorrorn the 1946 All

59 

W.Va. ~kcticm. 
In 1969, be~ Kla.1nl ll'I n 'Motkrn En' llefensi,-e tao."½le m ~ All-T= Ohio 

Valley focililll Jeam,eieded by To:- lrutllig=r r,:la.~. In 2005, he wa:, hmcl'ed 
m Ill Ail•lime wv •. hl&fi icw;II ~ selecta.l by Th: Fcinnoot Times news;pa:per, 

Al Wcir Hii/1, he "MU tht ~ oll-mie hooon:,e Bl 6-2. 2ll¼nm,:ls mi wm n two. , 
w11y tad.le m la.-eII m hwk1lina; p,uttlq ar.J kitlnff wtJe:oi. His Im- coacli Carl Hamill 
never m1£lru 001 bl, bc:st RafRioer football JnlUl)ct bu! alw•~ 5Wt£1l hlli lisl with Gain, n fwr•)'CM ~ 
IIILI Im most b<:nJed pntt~. 

~~~the~~~~~v~~S:.l°At~~ ~94~ ~--~:: 
ior, he woo the Outland Trophy ll.'I the natioo'J ~ lineman, the fint (ITTu the SEC Ml illlxnd. nntl 
Me ol only two mm the Ohio 'hllty, Th:-~ Oul.lan,J TfO?l)' hinx'ee Wll'I the Univenily ofll.lwtl'' Cohln 
~ from Steubetl~ille Hiih• Playing for the~· Paul ~eeil:n Bryant nt Knltudy,the Wi:ldcm wm: 
33-10-2 in Gain·, foot~ 111d he wa, ,;:o.apu1o of the 10-! m:ml tam Iba! Up,c1 natiorl41 dwnpioll 
0tlMorna ln the 19,1 SuEW' Bmi.i.Glllll WM the No. 5cooicc - the b:librneverfornn0VACa!hktc - in 
the fim nund of the 19:'il NFL Draft by the Gn-tn Bay Paclm. Hcrli,"e..-er, be optct.l fur Otta:wa in the CFL 
befrtt IUrtin& o 12-}'al' NR..car=- Mlh the Oevclmid Bn:w,m. Tie fo-e-timt Pto Bowle:rwu n IIWter on 
tmc NFL cbaro:i,immip t= \Eller le~ COlldi Paul B= in 1954, I ~5 llDll 1964. 

The Qe\•eianJ area~ 1w been 1rwcted into seven Hillt of Fame - Collt,ge Fool:ull, W61 Viq;inla 
Spool, Uppi:T Ohio Valley Dawer Dan, Unl,-=it),· of Kmtud:;y, Clevelao<l lllk.l Ahlm lhlls and Clevwod 
Browm' L:gmdi Hill. 

Lee Patrone (AOtJ,te - 195-0sJ 

L#l'airoft# (Bellai:re HipSdnil.,C'llliof 1956), fu 50yem,Pa:trme wutbeaJ\
Ume lea&Ja: c= l('(ffl' in Bii Red!' his.tor;· with ! ,842 poiou In tmc !!CaSOllS. J-k Jal 
Bellaire Hiib to three Wllif!ht scctiorlZll title] with Wrn•lost marb of 184, 20-3 ml 19-
4v.-bile •veraging !B,26.7 aru 32.9 poilllJ JX'I' pme each lell$00. ffu 27.1 (Olllca:recr 
llver-.liC mna.lm a ldu:,l m:mJ. 

The two-time fiJ5t kan1 All-OVAC boooree, &OU w AJI-Oblo fint tam luuu by 
The Ano."i.itled Prm 11.'1 a iemor. he was a JCm118 !IZChiJr Mlh 57 = pme! O\'CI' 

2fl polnu, lndudini! all 23 m I ienior, ailll be 1w 28 w-ai&J'd p:me, in llrtlch he scomi 
.II: I=! 20 points. 

He tallieLI 54 jXHlll3 twk-c- in• pnc ill 1956, indudiu; his fin.ti~ Yrhlle pla)·lng l'.ilb w iajumJ lru 
liaimt Mutlns Ferr}' In the dimiCT too.manrot titk pme. fen)' pr"e\'llilal., 9Hl7, while ~rryi;Uijl n lilapin11 
Patrme's bernks. Earlier, ~pillll • Bri<lj;etXJrt team felturlna ~l l!ld 0VAC Hall of FllIJlel' John 
Hltvlicd:, he cmvertetl 25 goili. lfu 2'l9 p, in a ICa,()!) remains• i,:hool Jtaodanl. 

After a brid suy al Ohio~. tbe Wrl")' Ml~ enro&:I n.t WC31 VLl1!inin unn~, in 1957 ml led 
the 1938 frttlunan t= ln ~ withn 20-point ocmJ. A mrnibtr oftbe !959 NCAA runocr-up &.:am bl by 
AIJ.AJnerican_ Jmy ',\'elt, he wu se.inl to Weit In 19ffi b:11m scorinii with n 14~ per pme nonn &OU WU 
nmnal to tmc all-tooma:mmt reams: NCAA t"eji.ooal, Southern Cmfemn- and Univcnity of KCIIWcicy. A 
Vlrpnla tp;ruMiter descrihet.l tum u ~goc..i enwib ta be cocky mid cock)· nu.igb lo be 11ood." 
Ma~- he wa, • lhinl \elmAll•A=in hoiuec by Helms FUUOOltloo. J-k eniJed his= with I JJ2ll 

poinU - then 11evemh best In WVU IWtory. 
After ~he llWih! andL~ five s=n,atV.-llll=ville High Scmol where hl1 (mt 19fflt= 

.. m 14--4 ll/lU 19T.! lea!ll WU \6-4, After rctJrinB, he rtloc~ to Im CIJittft hon:,,: ill Florlua. 

Harry Wilson (Alhlet, - '"""l 

Harry lt'llw• (S~ville Hi~ School. ClllJ of 1%.3). ThiJ f<ITIXT Bi.; Rttl su.r 
raub with the cliti: IUlll1Illi bd.J in OVAC history. 

Hi'! ifi,.llron career II S~ville wu mthln11 wort uf spe,..1a<:uill:t. His ooilit)· to 
=ry the focm;ill 11.d bbn too st.itring rok al tbe Univ=ily of Netnsb anJ a~ 
Will -...itb tbe NFL'• Philadelphia Eagb. 

Tu: 5 ft. II, l~p:,under WU al50 n Wety anti kick rerumer for Big Red, but 
Mhini tbe fcrtball Is l'.'imt Wilioo ilid best. 

J-k CTlfrled tbe Big Retl lo a 9-1 mm. his r.enior ltt$0Jl, ~ camJJliif! ln which tbe 
.Jeffenon Coomy ~ pxktru a~ 14-8 win over htrnli.Jal Muillloo. ',llilj(II) 
pace,.I the Ohlo Valky In beth rli.Wlli ysnh anJ ~ with 1,736 !:nfann)· 1:tripes m.123 toochoo\l.m. Tue 
fmner 5Wldmd It amooemday l'(;hocl ieronl fur a 10-p:ne ~~-

HU ,ICIDC,=u ~ him Ohio ~aad of tbe Year'' thigrutioo by beth the AP and UPI in CJms AA, 
wbldi wm the ~class boclr. then. Hew:, IWJleU fint trnn r.11-0hlo and a Scliowrl~ C'oochAll"Amakan. 
Wilica W1t'I .Jmost 11.'1 ~ his jwtiur Y=· The "S~\·illc Stamper" rmho:l fur 1,586 yimls allll 
=128 toodiiicrll-'Jl.'l nal 168 points in 10 ~s. He V.'M ielected firn lealll 11.il-Ohio by APa:J a Wety \llhile 
WU emtlni aJ[.OVAC ~ lllJ..\\l.Iley laurcls. 

V,,'ilion - W!JJ was illso nidJwned wLJghtbor-,e~ - enjoyed B sparlling l=i' llt Nrofa5lm, He led the 
Coml:lwl= In rosru1Ji hiJju:niu- ml .Jettkr i:eawn,, flnhhlng hJs career with 1,702 yanis ~ • rallar 5.1) per 
CIIITJa~. 

He wm named unanitoo.a-1!,Bli El~~ n leltlor aid boruabJc mention All•Anm·a by UPL He MS the 
dminctioo ofpla;·U\i in three majotbowl ~ -Catoo,Clran.ellilll SujM. 

Afu:r hi., playinll llayg lo Lincoln, Vtilim w,u 1,tlcrted in the third lOIJlll.! o( the 1967 NFL draft by the 
E.igleJ. He~ th= )'CMl wilh the ieam mo bl,;hlp running rod 111d kick rc:tumcr. 

Bruce Smith (Athlet, • 1970,J 

Brwn S#UJJI (M1wtim Fett)' HJ.h Sc-hool. Clan of 1976). J-k lJ at IIE top of the list 
when It cranes to drnance l1llllling aJ a fr.a-time Ohio itate champiun who Sd (.'OOlllleu 

£11m, Ylllk)- end t1.--Jlool recl:l'I!, ~ the WQ>"· 
In emu ca!!llry, Smith wm n three·tlmc AJI-Ohiotn {!973, '74 and '7~, c,.p(llring 

first place Ill the WIie n:iet1 In ix.II hl,JlllllOI' (9:43.DI not.I smD' (9:33.4) ie= after 
placin1 le'Ven!h (10:M.Dl as a wpl:ana-e. His time in 1975 wu the w.te reconJ llf the 
time. 

As OOlh a junior i:00 senior. he a150 finished fint ln the IUtb:tnl, ill.Urli.'!, 0VAC and 
Belmont County meets and finl!he,:l ~fuletl ruth yun. As a soproll(TC. he ws:s 
leC())1,i ln the iectiooal, wtrict m.l cront)' nrct ml tbin1 in the 0VAC. 

He Wat a ib:n-e-tlme Ail·EaJlem ~ llld.All-Vaik)' iilrlcRc !n = cooo:tt)' 11 u-cll. 
In tm,;J;, Smith earned AD-Ohio sratm t-...u timc1 (1975, '76), wlnnin; the~ clwnpiomhip !:a the nm

mile run both ycan. J-k (X)Jlell ~ time of 9: I ! , I u a lellliI' afL:r v.-iMing in 9:J I .I u n junu. He also plai.'ro 
1:1:Vell\hnt the wte eventu• ~ (9:399). 

J-k finuhe,J fin! In tbc KCtiomJ llld dlstricr me,:tj all lhrc:,e y~~. winflWi the couoty CVt'llt !wicc 111\J 
finWting u fUllllef-tlp oni:e. In OVAC mecti. he woo the 0VAC one.inile run ml (uili.bed thin! In the 88().. 
y,ml run u • ICllkr, l:lld ~ the t,1.u-mile run aJ bolh n wphomore iiidjuoior. 

Smith µmemJ All..fa:stml District alld All-Vllley laurt\s tine time, ln tnick. 
In the t-...'U lp:l'U ~ !,wtlns Ferry. Smith we pwt of four Ulldefailru t=m, three =tiooal md ilist:rict 

clwnpionshlp teoms, ooc OVAC chmnpioru.hip t=n ml thn'c 0VAC IUMCT-llp ~. 
5miJh WM IW(I Jl Jona:·time competimr in most D£ell rood nre3, inc:luding i:em.ii ~ BJ the lop local 

IUlUt in the Elb/t OisLlncc ~ (now the Ogden :ZOK C\a.<.Jk). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athlete" 1980s) 

Wimdy Balwr{East Liverpool lligh Schoo!, Class of 1989). A two-sport standout for 
the Lady Potters, excelling in both basketball and softball. 

On the court, she wa.~ a four-year vursity perlimner, becoming the first p!nyer in 
schixil history to exceed ! JM)O career points, finishing with 1,127 tal!ies. As a senior, 
she averaged 2 ! j points per game, Baker al.so excelled defensively, posting 291 career 
steals induding !35 us a 11enior. 

As a senior, she was a second team all-Ohio Division I selection who wns selected to 
play in the McThmald'~ AH-Star □a.~ic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Oas~ 4-A, 
District 5, Division I and All--Columbiana County "Pluyerof the Year". She was also an 
A!l-OVAC and AU-Eastern Dimil1 first team choice as a junior and an all-District honorJb!e menthm 
pick as a !iOphomore. 

On the diamoml, Bakr's career pitching numbers iru.:luded 49 \"icrories and 226 strikeouts and .400-plus 
hatting average. Her ~enior sellSOn numbers foduded a lofty .477 average along with some impressive 
pitching numbers - 19 vkmrics, 117 strikeouts arnl a 0.54 E.R.A. She batted .483 as a junior with 32 RBI 
ll!ld hnd ID9 pitching win~. registering !09 strikeout5 and a I .77 ERA. As a sophomore, she hit .422. 

Baker"s roftball ull-surr hom)fll included 1wo-time All-Ohio {lirst team as u ~enior, second team as a 
junior); lllld two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A. 

She attended Wheeling College am.I played ba~ketball for two seasons, scoring 882 points am.I posting 182 
steal~ during that time. She gained first team All-West Virginia Intercollegiate Athlftic Conference honors a, 
a sophomore after gaining honorable mention as a freshman. 

Jeff Snedegar {Athlete - I990s) 

J~JJ Snl!ll~gar (Buck.eye Trnil High School, Class of 1995). He put up loft/, 
numbers durin!i his four-year gridiron career, culminating in his seltttion as the A • 
AU-Ohio Divismn V Offensive Player of the Year and finishiug as nmuer-up in the 
voting for Ohio's "Mr. Football .. award following his senior season. 

A 6 ft. 3, 2!0,pound four~year letterman at quarteiback and linebacker for the 
Warriors, he racked up 7,(KK) yards offensively and registered 673 tackles on defense. 

~~ ~s~:::i~An~~~ irsa~;(~;:?ttt-Otfc :~~w:).re and juniot ye= nnd 
As a senior, he led Trnil to iw first aud only OHSAA playoff ap~arnnce {the 

,vamorn finished with an I 1-2 overnll record, winning two games bt:fore losing in the 
Division V state semifinals to We!lsvi:!le), That year, he passed for what wa<i then a school reconl J ,769 yards 
while rushing for J[J21 yards for a combined total of 3,390 yards. He participated in 2!2 defensive stops as 
a senior. 

Tr~/!7s<l;fi~fi;:ss~;::fn~ 
1
IT~eJifts~t;:::! i~~a~~bt!

1 
j:~:d~~J:ai~~ ~i~ttSri _rH~'it~nM;~n~ 6~1 

rit~1i.O~AC~ as a senior,eaming s~dal mention AP All-Ohio as well as first team All•Eastem Di~trict 

The 2000 Buckeye Trail Hall uf Fame inductee went un to a sh:Ilar career at the University ufKentudy 
{ 1996-99), earning four letters as an outside linebacker. As a fre$hman, he had 42 tackles, started three games 
and was named the outstanding special team9' player and he fo!lowed that up with 97 tackles as a so1t!()• 

~
1:~(;:ffF t!1cft;;\~~~~: :t~~~r J~~~t~i~!~ii~\~~t~fn~~i~ttSk~~~~H} :kI!;:er:r ~acb 

and two inten.i::ptions,eaming him defensive MVP honors. He was selected ro the AU-Southeast C.mference 
squat! and was uamed to the Al!•American Fam1 Football Team by Suc(:essful Farming Magazine. 

Snedegar Wall signed by the Miami Dolphins of the NFL in 2{K)() mi an undrafted free agent. 

Class 
of 

2007 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Nick Bedway (Media) 

Nick 8ed1>·ay (Wheeling Central High SchDol, Oass of !958). 011e of the area's most 
,,,,:,iatile and prolific newspaper spurts jrnimalisU for five decade,, he has been on the ,ci:ne for 
numerou1 OVAC events $lnce !960. 

A!kT attending West Lll:>!rt;· State C<,llege for tme year, he join¢d the Wheeling New$•Register 
a, a copy bny in l 960. Lnter that year, he joined The lntdlit,>encer stali ns a spomwriter. In !%7. 
BNway joined the News--Register 1taffhended by Bill Van Home nrul was promoted!<> Associate 
Sp<>rt• Editor in !971. Ikdwoy became N-R Spotts 5.litor in 1995 nnd was named E,:ecutive 
Sport, Edlmr of The lnteme.,,ru.-er/NeM-Register in 201X). n position he held until he retired in 
:!005. He authored llaily and Srniday newsf"'per c<>lumns entltled "Nick's Notebook" and also 
1mJtecolurnns on area golf, bowling, college ,poru,outdoon and L'ie Wheeling Na!!crs' hockey 
team. The OVAC media guide was dedicated to Iledwny in 1999. He servc'll as co-publidiy director nfthe OVAC Rudy 
Mmnley All.Star Game fmm in im:eption in 1971 until l 990. Bedway nlsu served as the OVAC standing,' statistician in 
football, boys and girl$ bask<:tba!l !llld baseball for m<ITT! thau 25 years. 

Bedway served one term in 1977 ns presid,nt of the W. Va. Spnru Writers Assodruinn !llld received the Gene 
Morehouse Award in 1990 fmm the organl:<ation. Ho was inducted into the Ogden Newspapers 10K Oassic Hall of Fame 
in 2(K)6 and the Me<lia WinguftheOhio BUS<Oball Hall <>fFame in 1996. He twice wa1 sek<.1~d l<J '"'"" as the Hono;.ary 
Refemo for the W, Va- Super Si~ Om AA swt,:d1.unpiomhip f,nnhall g;unes hddai Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Bal\\ay was the inaugural redpiem of the Father Johu Lester Award for a lifetime of support to la<nl sporu and youth 
of the Ohio Valley and received lhe Spirit and Leadership Award fmrn the Upper Ohio Volley Dapper Dan Oub. lle also 
has n:s:eivcd a<rnnl, from the Wheeling Soccer As,ndati<m, Allegheny Mountain District U. S. Temti, As"'datim,. 
Wheding Pmt l American Legi<m Baseball T<:!!m, Ofkbay Parl\ Men·~ Golf Club, and the Ohio Valley Golf Aos()dation 
A pa,;! mem!Jerof the Wheeling Ha!! of fame Commiuee and cwrent member of the OVAC !fall of fame CummiUete, 
Bedway also is active "ith the \Vheeling Llml• Qcl, aruJ re,:efred, in ::005. !Ile Leonard Jarrell Awanl, the higheclt Lkm 
honor bestowed in West Vhginia. Cummtl;- 4'le d1'!p(I!!' m.nwy W1d Board of Dite:cwn • member, ht has rened a1 media 
rc!ati<ms tllrect,,r, chapter president, fir.! 1·ioe ,pmld\,nt llOO T111! Twilter. Married 45 ye.m 10 the former Judy Kam:~,. the 
Betlways had four chililien and have fast f.r'lll'khlhlre,i. 

Dennis Swearingen (Athlete~ I980s) 
Dennis Sweuri11gm (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1982). He earned JO 

v~ltr;;;;~~. i/;'/~~~sr,ti~~:~~,e~!~~e~~ ~~fni~ !~K~~Jiei~~I~.!lliiack, 
umassin~ 1,616 yanls passin,!l and 890 yards rushing wTii!e leading the Purple Riders 
to a comoined 2!•9 reco!U,_ wduding a spotless !0-U mark in his sophomore season, 

:i1i:.ru1 
:~ei~;re~~~~~?ifu~~ ~~J(~:~::-k~t:~1~di~tJ~1Jg~i~ 

~~~~~~:f}~~e:i Afl.Q~1CCJ_~;"t1~k1XU-~l~UJfs~~~ C'f!\s /4'A :~lft: 
Valley honors twice. Following his senior sea,un, Sweanngen was named a 
~~n~eAr Jh~/1ft.S~~F~i:iYFr~~hio Valley Dapper Dan Oub special honoree and panicipated in 

In baskt:tba!I, ~wearin"cn was a three-year starter and I ,()(lO-ROint career s.,-orer and he was a key mem• 
ber ofFeTT)'s squad whlcfi posted a 20-5 re.·ord nnd ad1·anced to ihe Ohio Class AA regional finals mAthens 
in 1982. Srnring 14,7 points ~r J,>ame a, a senior, he was named first teamA!!-OVAC Class AAA (captain), 
AU-Distrkt 12 and All•Vallg as well as set.1md team AH-Eastern District Class AA. He played m both the 

~~ firs~ ~~A11\S¢l1c ~a~AA.t ~~ AW.rii)!tri~rfr~c~~3~:~etu'.~!1~ngirui~t~sAi ~~ 
third team All-Valley, 
ali)j·~~~!{fn ~i.r::: !~rar letterman in baseball, earning AU-OVAC Class AAA honors twice. He 

Swearingen went on ma stt:l!ar four"i{·earfootball career at Ohio University, graduating in 1986 and fi:1si-

~~~ i~;:;~ralre!e !(fu ~~~: ~;) ~:f;~~i~-r'l!IT)~i!rfn
1
~~~n~! crtft1~~efii:

1:m~ (~1ri
5
~d ~~ 

son (!95) as well as~ rasses for a season (13); fr1urth in yards eassing Rir a game o5si, season (2))56) 
nnd career (J.'.!fi7) as we! as pas~ attempts (5fi9) amlcumpletinns (J12) tor a career; nnd fifth in career pass
ing yards (3.'.!fi7). 

Bill West (Athlete - 1990s) 

Billy West (Budu:ye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made hfa biggest 
impact on the football field.earning All-Ohio honors three times, including twice as a 
fim tearn selection. 

West also was a three-timeAH-OVAC selection (1990, '91 ll!ld '92) and a three-time 
A!l•Eastem District pick (firnl team !n '91 and '92, second team in '90), He also par
ticipated in the Rudy Mumley/OVAC Charity All-Star f"0<.1tball Cla,sk fo!lowing his 
senior season. 

After starting as a freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 91)() yanb despite 
missing two-phis games due to injury, he put up some ultra-impressive numbers at the 
newly-consolidated Buckeye Local High School. 

He fini,hed with what still standll as a school•rernrd 4{)58 yanls, including a single-season effort ufl,846 
yarili os a senior. He also had 1,71!} yanls os a junior IUUl J,(}9J as a sophomore. He also owns si:1; of the top 
seven individual game rushing reconls at Buckeye Local, headed by a whopping 335.yan.! game against 
Martins Ferry in [991 (secnnd all-time), 

West mired 352 points on the gridimn, including 152 in his final season. 
During his three year11 with the Panthers, the team compiled a 28-4 combined record (9-2 in 1990,10-1 in 

1991 and 9,1 in !992), making the pla}lJffs twice and 11armwly missing on a third. 
West also lettered three years in track and two in basketball for the Panthers. 
He was a four-year letterman at the University of Pittsburgh, starting for three yean and earning All-Big 

Ea,t ••Offensive Player of the Year'' honors a~ a sophomore ( 199-1) ufter replacing All-American tailback 
Curtis Martin in game two ll!ld rushing for 1,358 yard~, fillh on the all-time single-sea,on rushing list. A 
Pantliertri-capmin a, a senior, West finished as the school'~ founh all-time leading rusher with 2,803 yanb, 

Donna Joseph (OVAC 'Family') 

Dmma J1mph (Shadyside fligh Sl'hool. Class of 1964). A kader in the OVAC 
track and miss country community for three decades, she also coached girls track and 
boy~ and girls cross country at alma mater Shadyside High Sch1K1l from 1983-98, 

A registered track and cn,ss country offidal for 30 year,, she started working Ca! 
Giffin OVAC Track Meet~ in the early 1970s and continue~ to serve as director of 
the Clas~ A~AA meet, a positilln she started in the mid-1980~. 

She curren!ly is chairperson of the OVAC Track Committee with over 15 years on 
the board and is co-chairper.mn uf the OVAC Cmss Country Committee with over 
20 years of service wlth the gmup. 

A recipient, along with husband Bmch Joseph, ufthe Ca! Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she also 
hos been active with the Ohio Association of Track and Cms.~ Country Coaches. 

She is presently the secretary and membership chairperson uf the OAT&CCC and oerves on the 
Executive Board of the statewide urganization. Donna and Butch haadle the registration for the annual 
track clink attended by an estimated ! ,700 cuaches. 

She ,erved as Meet Mann:;er for the MiUwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event at Ohio 
We>leyan Cn!kge and also served as Ohio coach when the meet was cnntested in Indianapolis, Intl. The 
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC. 

BesiUe~ track and croclls country, D<.mna ulsi.1 has served on the committees and worked the annual Sam 
Mum!ey OVAC Basketball All-Smr games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Fomball A!I-Stru: games. She 
also assisted with the OVAC VoUeyba!l Tournaments and team standing~. The 1964 Shadyside High 
graduate earned herd~gree from Ohio State University in 1968 aud her master·s degree in 1983 from Ohio 
University. She was a mathematics instructor at Shadyside from 1968-98. 

Earl Klevins (Officials) 

Eurl Klerins (War1nxJ<! High Scho,11, Class of 1934). One of Jhe Ohi" Valley°• most 
promillent football and ba.sketbal! nffidals duriug a JS }'ear career from 1938 lo !973. 

Klevins attended Wheeling Hlgh Schoo! for ,me and a half years before transferring to 
Warwuod High, fn1m which he graduared in 1934. He pla;·ed high sch<Jol basketba!! a! both 
sch<:H,ls. 

Earl anem!etl Betliany CoUeie where he played football and basketball along with c<>m· 
peting in track under !egeml,uy cum:h fohn Knigh! 

Klevin• otildated in his first b.,ske1ball ~•me in 1938 al the Madison gymnasium. The 
opp<>nems nn that uccasiun were Wheding High and Brid:;epott and his nffidating partner 
was an<Jt.her OVAC Hall nf Fame metnber. the late Walter Heil. Thirty-fiye years later "hell he huug up his 
whistle, Klevin, had officiated in more tlum l JOO basketball games and 570 fn(JtbaU game, mt tl1e high sc!mo] and 
col!e:;iate Je,·el. 

Along with servi11g as nn OVAC nffkial, KieYins offidated games in the Southern Conferenci:. the West Virginia 
lmetc<l!kgiate Athletic C,mferenci: and nt many other colleges in the !ri-state area. 

He nlso piayed p,nfessionally with the Wheeling Blues basked,all team and was a kmg-1irrw pankipant in local 
independent leagues and t<mmamcnt,. 

Kle,·ins was a l<>ng-time st:md<>ut on lhe area tennis courts, winning numy local, regimm1 and natlm1al t<,u,ru,. 
mcnt,. In 1975, Earl and Ith partner w,,n the United States nntlonnl doubles !Me in tht 75-and up age brad.et. The 
t"umamem was held in Myrtle Beach, SC. At age 45, he won t!ie West Virginia state singk, !i!le arnl kamox! with 
!he !ate Umm Mercer for double~ hnmmi in their age pc,up, Earl also won numerou, Oglehay Park Tennis Club 
champi<mshipll through his mid,80., at "hkh time he retired fr<Jm competitive tennis. 

l11ewmmlnee fof the San111el A. Mumk}· OVAC Basketball Classic presentt:d Kkvin, with the R<>bert "Bobby~ 
Oaw'il:m Offida!s Awanl. Earl and hb wife Lucy ha1·e been married f(>r more than 70 ycan. lru:y raised three 
clii!dn:n, Earl Jr., Judy and Robert. They have been blessed with four gran&hild,m aruJ fil1' great frnmlchildn:11. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coa,t,,,J 

S- A...tJ (V,.'hedmg Hlgb Sm>ol, 0- of 1958). The v.illulnpl coodi in Ohio Valley 
lllpl och:iol boy-,' buu:tbl.JJ hlm.y 1"ilb 6\l w:lm m,:r • 39-}fff can:cr, Andy~• 
r=ni oet by charta OVAC H.oJI ol F1m: imucie,, llich=t L "Dick~~ 

Aw)·'1 I-ad c....:hJni r-= ltichali:,.I t<m IQJOI)!. tot F1'1Ut')"lOOll (0.) Hlpl Seim (!964-
1%61. ~ y-11an at Vrlwrlin& Hlgb Sdnil (1%9-1976) m.l !he last 30 }'e!ln .II V.'he!:U,,11 
Pmt Hitb Sd:iooJ (1976-:!006). 

s«.:nl all-tin. fur ,·ktrnn In Weot \'lrgln.i.1'1 bl1 i,:tn,J CW,,, Andy'• t=Ju -.ui di=, 
C1.m MA W1ec d!amplon1hlpo (1976 LI ',1/"he(J~ High, 1980 llllO:I 19'l' M Vr'bocllnl! Pad}. 
The I 995 !We f<Ml ll'U <n: c,f lb: ~ clllmpimship gimn io W.V,,. OO)"S' buutbtil 
rnsuy a, Amf1 P&trioU ddr:tie<I ~ \lr\:nlrow W,i,ai 99-96 in l ~-<nCJtil:m mu, 

--· He WO hid OM otl>tl" Pliriot oqc:a,.l finish u till! mte TUllllCf-up (l'.191) ard foortm:df!lllliU te:lllm (!988, \'l','O, 

1998 md 200)), Andy coarood In 921 flil}eS wJ hll c!ubll Cl~ mly tl=: laarni! --Un<kf his dl=!lon, 
Wh::,ellna ffith md Vrboc!Jns I'm; qt111if,eJ fur Ill OVAC ~ ;"I) mte ~-111 37 ye,,n LI the nm Orlo 
C:C.umy ldiooh,Ald}' ~ 31 ~ ~am.1,28 Rql,:cl o,:., tltllm md tiJ. Ohio ¼lley Athletic 
Ccru=!lCl: tlhilmll pell!Wll l\imm, 

Th!oup, rnou of hb career, lbe Whtcllai; Wlil::m md Pm!;:~ oomlnated tbelr rhW in tho crnfemlce, -..ir,. 
n:in~ 78 pc=,ntof lhclr ~ q_,aimt OVAC cwnenti. They altoa:nnnall)' pbye,J I acheuule llll1 ln.ltd:d m.o.ny ol 
tho k,p bukclt:illl l"""-m ill tJ-.. __ AI.Jy ~ foot West V"lfBlnla Pla),,,.uftbe Yar ~ m:! bl 31 pl,y
m t111D ~ ochol.snhlpo.. ln,.lwlng ~ Dl~ITT-ll I ual•'Ut'I-

He!ll·lcc -...., llorn;t:d u tJ,., OVAC COIIC!loltb: Ye:11£(1976 md 199Y). In '.!004,be ,.,.. lcle,;-tc,J a lb,; Uppe:r Ohlo 
Va/ky Dtppr:r Dan auh'1 Co-Mm oflhe Yciar llbl: .,ilb ~ ~ D.:.ach hy Cln;,JQ. lo 2007 b: n1 lb: 
mcJpkn1 of !he &rt 1-hbaflt,IJ C.llflCb::t' Aw"l'd poenled by 11£ conmtlltee dlrtct!lli: lhll "-lllll1"'1 Sarm,d A. !.twiley 
O'iAC Bwdh!ll ~ A 19~8 ~ of \lih:cllng Hlst, Scmol. Andy plldw,lcd from Wot Ul,,,rty Sim 
Cc&p In t96J. Ho,....,~ t.w:tbtll lUJter and ktt=nan 11 bolh ocbccls. 

Joe Fortunato (AO.l,re • 1940,J 

J,x FartllRIIID (Mingo Hip! School,~ of !948). A nme.tJn:ic, leuetwlnn.er In 
~ JpQ1U M Mingo (football, 003\cetball nnd buehall), Ile 1llll III All-Ohio Valley 
Athletlc Conf= performer u a footbtJl lfld bMutball plllyer. 

Fll'ltlllWO enrolled at Vuyiru& Military !Mtitute, but tmn~fe=d to MillU.llppl Stau, 
~-001 lhe Keyi!eu.' belld macb Slick Mortoo IC~ the job with the BulJdov. At 
Mluinippl State, Furtuwo becmne un AU.Sou1bea.stem CoofeiellCC fuIJbad:.Jine~ 

"""'· Th: honorable rnnalooATI-~ performer Jed Mi,illdppi Sllte in rmhin11 !I/Id 
ha! a game hii;h of 169 yl!;rlU aplmt North Te.tm Swe, 

Hish.Jight of his col~ cmeer occurm:I 11,iien the Bul.Wog, defeaktl na!ional clwrnpion Tennn5ee 7• 
0. \blu.n.teen' Cooch General Tom Neyland pnisal Fortwwn l'lflef the game by callin.; him one of the 
~ p!ayen hi1 leam:i lt Tenne= haJ ever faced. 

Fortunato VrM cnftetl in the .eve:nth round by the Cliu.:aj{) Bean, 00( phy~ om: IC&O!I in the Gmadit.11 
League befote llignUlj: with the National Football~ team. 

He llllrteJ at !illCb:id:tt fer 12 W11011J (19.'i.'i-1966) with the ~Momten of the Mulway" and w11.1 nameJ 
firli team All-Pm tllltt" tlme1 along l'ith bdn11 1ekctro for the Pro Bowl on five occiuiom. The <Jefemi~e 
captnin of the &m wa1 nho aptain of the WI Pro Bowl lellm coachru by the k~!\Ulf)· Vlnce Lombanll. 

After his pitying cm=. Fommato tpenl two~ on the Ban' mfr, rnochina: the llnebao;lr.en ooe 
y=- tn<l then ~·inj: 11.1 tlderui\-e coonlfoal!Jr the nut year. 

Furtuna1o aha h the only Ohio Vul!ey llhlete to be Ee!a-te!l to tho-Nwooal Jillian American Sporu Hall 
of Fw-.e. He wa1 the l=ling \lote•gettcr in The Jll(c!li.:eo=-":i 1970 All-Tune Obio Villey Tum, which 
wa:s 1ele1:tetl by~ VOie oftbe = ipom. ram. 

Fortu.n.alll also lt a m:mba of the Upper Ohio ¼!ky Inppc:r Dan Hall of Fame. 

John Reger <AO.t,re • 1950.J 

JMUI Rr,n' (Llmly High Sdffl, Class uf l'WJ). Thlt lll-OVAC bor,c.ee In f<JO!hA!l 
a.,d lmutb.all wu !ndlUeli lntatbe V.1ittJ.ing Oty Hi!ll olFIIIM ln 1998. 

Rt,er·• foothill o,chievm:irnll "''ml m!IUUblf ~ Im.I he wu Jei.i Uw1 ,!,;
feet ~I l!l<l "ttiglieJjusl 123 pound, WOOi t. began c.'Clll1f)etlng 11.11 hlib 1,,;oool ,uhl.ete, 
bu! he l!4ll = lmport,.nt ltlrlbule1 i:uch u • huie, rompd!tive brn1 and the detmn:1-
natlooola youth 1111ki, hh du. H~ pbyed fuUbt.c-lr.md llnl't.dn Ill Llnily IIltl c.~ 
ti-.: 1949 Clilel &qlllli that btjust om, p:me to Trll,lt;lphla(l0-19) In Wiw WM teptl• 
eJ a.i thli mmt ~ hlgll ldlool footb.1!1 ~ phrynl dwini that era Ill Wheeliag 
l1lanJ Statlium. 

Reyer went on to the Unlvm!ty ol Plmburgh on I footbl!l tchol.ulhip 1.11d ha fmltnwt IUlll ln 1950 wurt 
<!ll<kfellttil. After ju.r1 Ihm, ,lln!ty ga111e1 th,, fullo'll'l!!g: }'eal". hl! coll.egi.tlii C2ttt1" 'nll enuoJ by a~ lnJ11rJ. 
The \lrll«llna: native mumttl ho:me anJ was "''UTlini In a gV<>line lll.tlon ,,trn hJJ former high ,chool CCU'b, 
Eu Rine,~• tryout for him ••llh the Pi~b S~lm e\~ though ht, hail not played foalball ln ~ 
yean. DupbylnJi: th1' uin- r;rltanJdet=ninatioo he tw.l lhown In blgh sdlool,R<-geropeneJ the 199~ '-ffl$Oll 

u one of the S~len' ltlrtini lini:hacll!"I. ~ hlt nine llelt$OII.I ln Pittsburgh, Rti;eret:mtd th.tt Pm 8""'1 
lm!tatlam. He became captain of lh.s S~kn ckfenJi\'e unlt anJ wu vOlell 111 ~ t1:.m1"1 MVPdurlag the 19~9 
oetiOD. R<-gtt ~led ln ha llrli Pm eo..1 U1 19<,0 and maLlt rl<'O mon 1ppc:.n=1 In 1961 mil 1962. 

fu wmJ.ne,l l Ufe-thtwmlng Intl nnr c=--endlng iajury durlr,a: hb lln.li lU<OII U1 Pituburgh Llurlng 1 
£~ JSllml the Eaglet Ill Fn:nklln Fl0Jd In Pb.JJ,.dc,Jphia. Reger was hit In lh0 hudmd had 11pum In h!J throat 
!hat cut o{f 11/r. futllru>t<:ly, the ambu!=e lhey lfllf for l.nduJe,l o.t}'gell lllli he WU teY)ved FoUm1,U,g that 
hurowin11 lnc.i<ienl.. e~J)' \eam ln the NFL was reqlllred Ul have O~}'grn on the 1idelinn. 

Rewr WU plQce<i on -..a]1·m by the Steelm prior Ul the 1tut oflm n:gular k'MOO. in 1964 Ind M WU pkutl 
up by the V.'ashin~ RMklll1, for whom be played three mca Jean bff~ mirlor;. O=iill. he pli)"ed 12-... 
=In the NFL, 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlete - 1960,) 

R~ 'Bo' J.lcC<11tU1&111,., (v.llecHn, c~ High Scbuol. Chn of 1966). Hon.,• 
tW<Hi-.i ~ fur the Maroon Knlshtt In Im ntltl l9\',0,.1Wrln11 Jo buutbill and~
ball. 

Mi:C0011a11i:hy wu a four•)"ear letlomlln In OOlh ~. galn:lng flm-lnllll all-mite boo
on In h=bill MI IC!lior. That i.ame Je&rhe ~ ~~ llil•West \llfilnl4 WI· 

tell. Ii! ho:,p, aflrr belplna: leaJ the Maroon Knlgb!.I ID the West \~ Calhollc 
T~ilik. 

In hu:~l, McCOllll!IU&),y b c'U!lJJJemi cne of the bell~ the Qhl(J Valley prep 
ruw hu ever pr<l<li=I. He - llll 10 1W at Wm UbntJ Sttlll College In OOlh JJUU. 

In 1970. M,COllll:lllehY n,, w:mo,J flnMeam llil-WVJAC a:s a srortstop md 1batly 
ihmiaJ'ter llgilC1J" iro6siOOl.l CO<l!rlel wilh the Blltlm<n Orioln. A )'elC ,.-evloinly. he,..., dr.iJttd by tbit 
ClncinM:l Re,.b U1 Im 24th inmd. fl\'e roondl &bel.l of Krn Griffey. Sr. 

He iprnl thm, }'el!rl In tbe O!iwet'flllll I}= bef= teturnlni; horn,, Im ll!D1fni: for\he Wu,o-ood llcdl. of 
th,, Oillo Valley Buehill ~-

Bo "''U • terond-tum all-=nl"erence lflectll111 u 11o1:n!of ror tlw llilltowen· h<.,p team 
M\:Cr:,onmigb)' !Ill.I nwma1nn1 hh ~~p "'ilh Wut Liberty, fln:hbJng up his 2'ilh yu;r .i. th,; lfllltiw,::r,' 

b=ball helm 
Hlt hai, ~ nxn: Ihm 50.) wlm .i. hh llm.a mab::r Ul go 1111th flv~ crnfm:oce crmr,m Ind a berth In lhe 

199(] NAlA Wor!J Serie,,. M.C'onnaugby \al the Black & Golil to their fint--en,r NCAA~ Pla}'off1 ln 
Im. 

!,kCOOlll!UJlh)' wa electi:,l to th: West Uberty Swe CJJ!leie Hall off am,:, In 19&8. He h,1, been nmnet1 WVIAC 
Cco;:h-lll"•The•Year on four oc,;rn<Jlll. 

In Jitlilitlon. to buebalt. be hill Wlldiet1 fuott.JJ. tnck md !lle/1., i.nd ~·s 1wutball at West Libeny, He!, 
curmuly U1 clwge of the V.1.SC l.ntnmunls ~-

Bill Hinegardner (Coocbo,) 

. /JfllH~(M<s<blll Brlil!C Hl,d, Sclrn,Qm.ol !9601. Rdem::rl 11 by the~ Bill 
, V111 fbne II W.V.. VilU!lm.l:"1 '"Mmoftii:nctei:t Huw,i;mJr,=rrettival h:la t-=hck-.-., dqn:e 

fnill c,nnu ruqe in 1963 M<l IIW!er', do~ fm"ll West Vlrgmla Ullivenlly Ill 1w.s. 'rbe 
FcmierCrocm:I bautb:tll m-.l hPei.rl pl.rye.- mlr:r1'tl lb: I.tar.hall COO!lly Scooci S)'Stml A.I 1 
rn&lhemr!lo \l:!ICberln tbe 1\164.--fil ~year.He tcr.'Cll a an mlmm .nadi ili "~ 1W 
frobiill III MounLlt\·ille High fro-three )ttrl bck.-. lol..u,~ O'l'Cftbe beo.l ~ p:,,)tian ,.t■:,o 
!be cowo!lds!cd Johii M,1.rw!l Hlpi Sdnc,1 ~ Its docn • U. lW"1 ci 11£ I W>B-t,9 .dlc>JI 
~- [).mns hi, 14 ,-, a belw.l ~- Ibo M,-,clJ ~~ one of lhlo m<>11 inu,en. 

fill In 11£ OVA!:. llld Ua> (o the !We olWest ', 1rgmla. i,';"~ ams won fwr W, Va. C1tA 

~~~~~I~~= :v:::·~ W. y._ S~~~~llp~tmol:OVAC Wte>tllll!! 
TWl!llllX:lll u.w H111egmm·1Jdm Min/ml~ Wl! tb;maili nm title fcuctlme1 (197.!, 'TI, '74, '77) -1 
flcish leaJl"d 1111: t!mc,. The Mmmhl WO eamod fl,.., OVAC Class 4-A tides wd e:im:rp.., Cluo 4-A Du..l l.'-ct 1"in
ntn fin time$. FIU!I Dec=btr d 197! IM>.lpl Di:i:tmb:r of !976, ~ 1"=lm 1"-enl tJnuuth 41 lli::llaJn 

~~~~~he~==~fu~~!~thatlru~~W))\~~ 
AAA~ tltl.e. Ho-=ed .. P=idellt<TOittc!oruftbcW. Va, WrestllngCoo.:h:JAtt.:_tt-, Rep:l1 OneCaocllel 
Au<.ciatioo: P.Wlhall Cotny G-.dio:!. Anccwlm; Ct>-Dlm.1aoftbo, OVAC o.nd W. Va- Sate T~; E.tei.."Utl11: 
Boon! M=bcr of the OVAC W 11£ V.'VSSAC f<T Wl"l:ltlb,g. Bil 1Wln.b i:ra:l!n; ~ W=tllng Hall of Fame 
Llf~ Ser,·ice In W=tlini! A<1w.l ('.ffi.ll; Nlll,:naJ High Sdnil Coadieo A1toriltlm DisW! 3 Cca:h of tbe Year 
{]976):; OVAC Coo<:h of !he Ytar (1974): W. Va. Wia!llfti Cco."h cl tho Y- (th= tl=l; Uwe,-Ohia 'hi.le;' Dopper 
D,.n ~ Awanh (11"'<1 tlmetl; Mr. M"1 Awad b ~ to !be 1~ ol <1ffi;tlillt; Ill tbe OVAC {!98-4); 
Upper Ob:lo Vlllley Oc.ppcr ~ Cal R. Hamill M"W (:nxl)-, l.loundlville AR:. J~ Om,im o( umrcerce fan Edge 
A..--1 (1977) g;....,, f<T~ ,.,::n in te!!poo, m:o:! ~ •:th~: 100 WJdm Mmhall Hlp! Sein,[ Wall of 
F.- (FITTI a-, 200~). Allr:r~ from Manh.,IJ Coonty In 1m. Bm um. lo "'<ff btbe S<111ztt\Dl olOLlo 
Scllool Dillli.1 al Rh'tT Hli:IJ 111 O<Ildm::e CIJ.lllJC10r LOJtll he retm! in 200-I. 

Don Fleming (AO.let, • 1,so,J 

0- Fia.u.. {Sha,Jym:, Hipl Sdu:d. Clan of m5). The 1"'1Hime All-Ohio Valley 
Athletl<; Com= frr,;1 ltl!DI tuno,,: ill Footblll, Aem!ng 111n capWD of the~•~ 
ftii!t'd coofen,,;o,, charoplons lll 19~- Ho WO ph)'M=ltCr fortbe Sha<lyudl ,qnad thirt"""' 
ID OVAC di,illol! title: ill bufflball. Toi,~ llhlc!e playe,.I U1 the Ohlo Eut-West AU
% bmcbo.11 ?"" bo!J In Colwrbn and porfcnral !n the Ob:lo-Weu \'lrpn:11 All-Stic 
fro±,,,{} Garn,, hclildumJ It. J1!W;Oll::fof 19.:l.:I .i. WboellnE l:Lllw S~tm. Flemlilr; "'ml on 
lotloe Unlven/ty r,JFlcrl..laQQ a fro.hall ocho!a:rudp. He "'Ill a lbrte-yeiir~...t I IWD
"-.Y ml p,:i:form:rf<ll"lbe GK,n. HoH:oclede,ICIJXmn oftllf J9~g1':l:lll lhatpbyed lntbe 
G.iur Bo"I IDd "°" • mc:mb:f oltbe All-~ CO!l!er= team llil:l taa= ynr. He 
-.,.. '1n:ftet1 by lho O:ll.n£O Ca:rdlnals of !be Nai.ue.1 fu:tt.JJ left&ue ,al rt. ~ l'a:i:JictJ 
oflhl Am:rt:,;i;n FumtD Leap:. Holl=, Flcmlnlj elecled tomMlll In ctlkge IDcr,rnplcte "'<ff on hls &:r;n:,, ard 
play bad,,Jl, Al• ocnlor, F1=.hi! aJ.o ,..., dfflen C5p!am of Ille Flori<la ba:scball lnrn that "Ul the SEC chm!p!
Clllsliip Nkl =t1¢d • ""1th In tbe NCAA lollm:!molll. III tllti l?illi of !959, fli:mlns eamot1 adegn,,c u a c:i.mllU.1lon 
mplffl". Whell l'"aI!I 8!01l'11, owner-i:uod:J. ~ the Oev-elaB.t Brm<n.,, tnd,:tJ f<r Acmlng", NFL rii/l(l, Flemlnr; 
try paned~ 1"'ilh tbe oocbaU &1llnxlfC ~ -i dccidi:d to play ~eukn&! ft:dblll. (bp!le ......... hil\·lll.8 
playeddrlrosin bilc:k, be~ u I rrdk •ttb lho Brm<m al mfcty llltl nwle the NFL AlJ.Roou<, (<.11(]1 In 1%0. 
Mte,-hls thin:l oea.:n 1"tth the BIU'\.m, Flcmll,g wa namod ID the A.11-NFL f<n:1 team. Ill !hat ofl'•ll::UOII. ,.,hlJc ..-ud-
~ oo I rorlSll'llctlat job buildln,: It l b:mk In fkn.la, Flrnrlni WII kJlleJ In I.II dectrlal oo:kiml. Born Juoe 11, 
1~37, FlemmJl "'Mj,m l!i ye.n old at the tlmo uf his p:w:m,. Dnpll,: bavlll!! playmjwt three 1e1110m "i!h lhe 
Bm«m. be 1.1d wcti n lmpact {Jl1 the frmclril,, 11111 tlley rwrcl lbolr pn,."'t!,;,: ridrl, ~Field.ill his llooor and 
rctlre,l No. -46, 1"1:lkh WII h!o mmm. Tbe Ulllvmlty r4" FJori<1li no:rn=d !ti lmnnnnl. field. Fleming F"dd, and tbe 
Flori<ll AJ<lDl!J.\ ADxiatloo cmblitb,t1 VI 1,."l!l'd In his llllll<: 11w b ghm allllllllly ~ lb,, tcnb" Ill l:llY ,;:,oft 
exemplif)·iug 11£ bnl leadenhip q,.u.Jltlc1. He a1'o 1m 1o1:ledetl for hlwctlon Imo the Ulllvmlty of Fkd:la', Hall uf 
Fam: Eld 111 mcmberoflhll Stl,i< ofFl<rl:la'1Aihlcdc Hall offtme. Shodyn.le Hii:b, Sdloc>I mim:I hll =nber (19) 
md name,,] its l!hlet!c complex Flemlilg Flo.Id. 

Bob Kelley (Atht,te. 1960,J 

BobKtlkJ (Wcir Hi~ SdlOCII, Oau of 1961). Kcl.ley mMk the TOO$t oflm g:lfte,.I 
and ~y lei:;, to carve his nllt.e Into the Wdr High 111d OVAC =-ml boob in two 
rp.ru. He ..,,._, 1 star both m the gridiron W the lrllCt drden for the Red~

Kelk}• - coo.berl by th:, tegeraimy Jim ~Y - ltlWCU for 2,730 ylffil and 42 
c= toodakrww.. Kelley letl Weir to • 10--1 ~ !!Ill.I th!, West Vupnla ~ 
dwnp!onmlp ln 1960. He~ 1,259 yanh that yem- with 22 tto:tdowiu. 

111 the 40--0 root of Nitro I.a the ~ dwmpiooship pne, Kcl.le}' was n one-lilllll 
wred..ioa ITTW. He tallial foorl"Dl; ml p,m,eJ fo:r ~ fifth. 

Kelley 11.'a'I WO a TI\U.MIY = ua;.micr for the Retl Rulm. He wa, tbe w:coad 1...--~~-" 
llllliercbnrnm in Wile h!siOf}' tn reccive the K=icJ~· Ati.'llnl (!959), befilJwcd adi rear on the lt!le"t 
pm:nia prrp frubalJ player, ard the flm "''llllll:f from the OVAC. The ~tnm all-We:o.t Vlrg:ln:la !lllU aH
OVAC b.:n.ne capureJ the 'wigwam m:l Scholastic "-taguille AU·Amerlcm honon a5 the Rru Ridm ,;i,m, 

ranud 11th mtiooally. He played In the OVAC All•Star Game 11;1:ld left "'iih Mmi Vahw:Jle, Pluyer acro!a,:b. 
Kelley WO made hiJ mmt ln track hi, senior K'D.Dl. He e1bbliilied a Steel Vallt)· ~ue reconl d 995 

ICCotW for the !00•:,·anlo.lM/tml anOVACmeet mwanl of JO.I !;CCOOJs al the wnt ~-
He: ~ vcud mmt valuabk- pmonner at the OVAC meet -,,,t.ere he wrn tlJRe: ~olJ mruaJ.s nntl ooe ,il,·er. 

He went Oil to win. foor ~ track titk:, mid foor~ metlm In the suite med, lncludina: s:o.u.J pla,.-e I.a 
the 100--yml \Wh. 

After ~ from Weir, Kelley matriruJatetl to C=m. Junkl- College in Ollihomii. He Jetl the Agg:le:-J 
to the JlrC'O cfiampiomhip. l:ntinj: Batmfield, 2!!-20. In a~ play~ in the Rose Bowl. Kelley led 
Qmo:roo with 712 yan1, on the ~.eamffii fmt--t= d!-Olr.Wicmll Confer= team hrnln. He W!l1 Wo 
booorcJ m the 1961 JunliT Collqe Helms Athletic Foundation AJJ..Amerl.c.lo team~ a fint-team lmlfuack. 

He lmr !llkfd::J Oklaboma State l'QI Cokndo, Ju w~ 6WelirretJ we tu l!ljucle,. 

Gene Cattane (Athlete • 19709) 

mll# Ctsimlfit (St. CWnvllle High School. CT= of 1977). Cl1bi>: p111 ~~ 1111 in:qxet
ll~ 1u.Ir-yar = on !lie diamood., ~ lh<nstop an! p!tcller for tbe Ret1 De...US. 

5<:meJO}nn Jatcr.he1'il!J1W UlOhio·, mp IO!n l',l/0 JtlilitkalotcJ;c:Tin - No.4on 
thtal!4imec:::m,erhltllilwilh lT.!lllrlNo. 7 ll!RB[..,,lth 145.lll tlJ9,=lly~.Ca:!12oe·1 
cirm:r ~lllllhren aho lnclll<led • baning 1\-=i'= of .'431 wt!IJ. 127 nua ocoml, 29 hoole nmt. 

l3tripk:tlllll~doohle:5.Al~pl!dler.beccmp!lni• 14-!! ca=rr=n!. 
He WU I futr--tlmi, lll•Vill<'y aeb:tiol! (w:rond ~Ma freshman md flnt team tbe Del.I 
~ }'tan. !oclud!ng senirlj U captala 11 • =iior} IIltl be WU ,c!tcte,J IO putlcipate ill foor 
Easum Ohio Baseboill l.n.p,e All- swun=. Cl!Ulle wzs WO libbed for the Ohio A ti-Star 
Serl,:, In Columtm, equiruenl ID gaining al}-swe to:,o,;n at thal time. 

At a lCl!lor, C.lllalie belped the Ret1 Devilt io the OVAC Chn 3-A <:hampi<mhlp IJld a 23-9 O\'enil recml. He 
bane<J .478 (fifth ill !be ,,alley) with v1lley-ie8':ll:llg tobll of 54 h!t:I, 10 btxni: ruru. ~ RBI Ind 3~ 111111, ,cm-d. He 
WO t<ad roi.trtrlpltt. U.l<bibletaud 161:11:Ji.:,i 6-t. Ch:athe ioc,,.md.llo!wu 6-::! w!tl! ~ J.73 E.Jt.A. la .'C.2 lanlup. 
lllik.JJli ont 71 .,.,Jci:!e 'lfl1Ung 27 II!tl lllosr!ng 31 hm. C&nMe", jun!Ol" II\Ullbm lnc!oJnl a .455 r,erage (fifth io the 
OVA() with l'liley bem In~ rum (8) and RBI (36) along "'ilb 40 hits.. av~ dtJo41les. three triplet AOO ~6 rum 
~-Ali oopbon:,,O!,,, I-= hit .349 wllh 1-alley hlgh, In home: ntn.1 \9) md RBI(-¼) al,:,:Qg with 3.3 hits, tun" doo
blet. !hrel! lrlpiel IOO J:! rom lmml. Jfu ~ totals inclwe,l I M9 •~ (fO\lfth le! the OVAC) ml l'al!ey
ludlar; u=b in hitJ ('40) Eld ruiu IUffd (34) aloog ,.Ith lO d<Jobko. th= trlpb. t'lm 1-.ime ram ml~ RBI. 

In lldili!loo kl hll high ldvJI eiplotti. Catla!le ~-... llUO a JlMlduu Am:riull Lqiut pl2)·er. He - llalllf<i Oh:lo 
Ammao Legloo P!ayttofllle Ym- m \976 after~ Ma;nard POii 666 toa IUle rmmer--upflllllh wllh 128--7 
=□rd,~ JSO for lhf ~ inc!adiiig A-)3 ill i,even tounwtlttli games. fu al~ ptlyed f<T m<n lhln lO ~ 
wilhMl)mrdofll£ 0Wo Vllley Bueblll~ IIltl wt.ia pcmlllill lll-ttar. 

Calm>:, imlacted into !be St. C 1-bll offlm, In ::oo<,,,;llal ill a ma! milLln.: accid,,:i,:l on Sept. JO. 19';(111 th: 1ge 
of3J. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
J oho Leon (Athlete • 1970s) 

Jolin Leon (Brooke High Schoo!. Class of 1976). This Bruin starred in three spom, 
etching his name into the OVAC annals as one of the premier football linemen aml track 
wclghtmen e,·er lo compete in the conference. 

Leon - 'who was a!so n standout grappler at Brooke - was a two-way line star for 
the powerful Bruins, earning a myriad of all-star accolades, induiling the 1975 Ken 
Hunt Award, going J() the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, rnak.ing Le"n the flnit 
OVAC winner of the prestigiou.1 honor. 

Leon led Brooke to a 9- ! season en mute to the OVAC championship in his junior 
campaign before earning a!J.ccmference am! all-state laurels as a seninr. The powerful 
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All•Star game. captaining the Mountaineers to victory. 

He was just as impressive in track drc!es, rewriting the OVAC reconl b<Joks in the shut put and dil'CUS, In 
the 1976 state meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-L breaking the W. Va. standard by some two feet. The 
recnnl lasted !Wt) yea.s before being eclipsed by future Olympian Randy Bame~. Lenn won three state lhmw
ing titles, two in the shntput and one in Ille discus. 

l.e<Jn was also a force on the mats, rnmpiling a 48-6 mark as a junior and M:nillr heavrweight. 
Upon graduation fmm Brunke, Leon accepted a football ~cholarship !O Notre Dame. He wa~ a three-year 

letterman for the Fighting Irish as a guard. The Irish won two Cntt,,n Bowls and one Gamr Bowl during hh 
career at South Bend. After graduating from !l.otre Dame, he received his MD degree frnm West Virginia 
University in [984. 

He has been a radiologist for 20 years. He is the current president of Radi()logical Physicians Associate,. 
He is past president of the West Virginia Radiological Sociefy, pa<;! prc~idenl of the Mmfon County Me,fa:al 
Sodety as well as past president of the Fainnont Field Club. 

Leon and his wife Marcy have been married for 22 yean. They have four children: Johnny. Camil!e, Isabella 
and Joseph. 

Anthony Reed (Athlete - 198Usl 
Anthuny Rud(Wheeling Park High Sch()ol, Class of 1989). Reed left a lasting mark 

on the athletic scene both for the Patriots and the OVAC, evident when he became the 
first pers"n inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for his 
e:1Cpl<lits in lmsketball and tru,;k. 

On the basketba!l cunrt, Reed was a two-time first team All-W.Va. Class AAA selec
tion, ser,:ing il'l captain as a junior, He was a two-lime l'SA Today W.Va. Player of the 
Year and the Gatorade State Player of the Year as a senior. He also gained first team Al!
OVAC and AH-Valley accolades twice am! was a tri-captain on The Intelligencer's all
decade team nf the 1980s. 

The 6-4 wing scored 1.290 points in two seasons, induding what still stands as a 
school-rcconl 663 points (a 28.9 per-game average) as a smior, He averaged 11.5 rebounds per game that year 
and also set what wa~ then an OVAC-reconl 88 three-point goals a3 a senior. As a junior, R,,ed was selected 
to the West Virginia Class AAA All-Tournament team. 

In track. the talented Reed was a stellar performer in the high jump, hurdles and relays. 
A two-time West Virginia Class AAA state champion in the high jump (including a meet-record 6 fl. 9 in. 

effort), he a!so set what was then a va!ley-reconl with a 6 ft. l l in. leap. Reed placed second in the 110-meter 
high hurdles at the state meet (14.65 secnml,) and was on state championship relay team~ to help Park finish 
a dme Secom! in the Class AAA state meet in l 989. 

The Park pmdnct also made his presence felt at the w!legiate level, starting and lettering for three yean at 
Cleveland State University. He scored 1,090 points (ranking him 10th nn the all-time CSU scoring list al !he 
time), averaging 15.6 points per ganie u a senior to eam second team All-Mid Continent Conforence acm• 
lades. As a junior, he averaged 13,2 points per game and received the Paul Stewart Awurd presented to the 
player whose unsung contributions did the mo,t to further the ~uccess <Jf the team. Reed also won the Mid• 
C,mtiuent Conference high jump diampi,mship as a junior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Chri$ Enm:h1 (Oak Glen High Schou!, Clas3 of 1994), Emxfa eicelled in three sports 
for the Golden Bears, but !twas baseball where he 1<ouk.l make his biggest impact. 

Enochs' senior season diamond exploi1s earned him first team all-West Virginia Class 
AA ncc"lade.1 n:ud he was named tlie "Playerofthe Year'' by both Garomle and USA Today 
and was selected as !lie mnner-up for tliat hunur by the W. Va. Sportswriters Arn:>eiatiun. 

A!s<> a first team nlJ,OVAC Class 3-A first teamer and "Player of the Year" and an all• 
Va!ley first teamer and ''big school" captain, Enochs led the valley with 11 home mns nnd 
42 RBI while b:ming .4-12. His pitching totab included a 64 rernrd and a l.1~ E.R.A. with 
106 strikeouts nnd ~6 wn!ks in 63 iunlngs. He pitched a perfect g,ame for Oak Glen again.,t 
T,,romn, 

On the basketball court, Em:,chs was fim team all-OVAC and all• Valley and was an honoruble mention all-West 
Virginia ClassAAch()ice. lie averugetl 192 points and D.2 rebounds per game a, a senior and finished bis career 
wi1b Ul-H points, 

On the football !1eid, Enochs eometl first team alJ.\\bt Virginia Class AA as a quarterback after leading Oak 
Olen tll lts tirst-ever WVSSAC playoff appearanc,,. Als() n fim team all•OVAC Class 3-A and a!!• Valley pick, he 
led the valley with ! ,729 passing yards. 

Drafte,I by the Cleveland Indians in 1994, Enochs opted for a scholarship to West Virginia University wh~ro he 
he1:ame the Big Eas1 "Pitdier of the Year'', fir,;t team AU-Ease Region and was u second team All Amerknn pick 
by Baseball America, The Spurting News and the Nafama! Collegiate Baseball Writers. Named the team·s co
MVP, he was 12-l on the mound with a 3.03 E.RA. and 10 complete games, induding a no,biuer agaimt 
Villanova. As a juni<1r be was named the Blg East T,iurnament's MVP and Outstanding Piither. Enndrn had 21 
wins. i:ududing !4 complete games, !n his three-year Mountaineer career. 

Following his juni<ir }'ear. he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history, selected Nu. 11 in the first 
1U11nd by the OakJandAthktks in 1997. The 6-3. 225-p"nud rigJit .. hander with a 9J .. miie per hour fastball played 
nine &easuns in the mimir leagnes, the first seven in the Onklmid ITTganizati<lU and \hen nne year each for Houston 
and Pirtsburgh, He pltched in 250 games with a 45-52 rernrd and a 4.91 E.R.A., posting 661 strikeouts "!rile 
walking 3RO. He was a member uf the Class AAA Pacific Co,cs! League champion Sacramenm Ri\'ercats and 
played for the Puerto Rican Winter League champion Pnnc,, Lennes. 

Emidis a!Jm played for Team USA, winning a silver medal at the 2()01 W()r)d Cup in Taiwan, 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete~ t980s) 

Je11nifer Hyla11d IJro1<·11 (River High S,hcK>], Clas$ of 1986). She ranks among the all
time greats in girl~' track, having excelled at the conference, league and state levels of 
cnmp,i'tition as a sprinter. 

In four years at OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points as 
River won two Class 2-A team tides ( 1983 and '86) am! finished as runner-up twice 
( 1984 and '85). During her freshman, sop!mmore andjuni,1ryears. she wnn the 100,200 
and 40()-metcrs and was <Jn the winning ]6{)(]-meter relay team. While as a senior, she 
won the 400 and 1600-relay and was second in the 100 and 100. 

In state meet COmp,i'tition, Hyland was the 400-meter nmner-up as a freshman iu 1983; 
first in the 400, second in the JOO and thin! in the 200 as a S<1phrnnorc in 1984 (her 24 p<>ints single-handedly 
gave Rh·er a third pla<:e finish in the state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and first in the 400 wiib a 
state-rernrd time of 55.6j, and on the sixth place 1600-meter relay team as a senior iu 1986. 

Hyland also spatiled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTI.) Championship meets for the Lady Pilots. 
winning the 200 and 400 a!! four years while taking the 100 the last three, 

She a!w enjoyed tremendous success in the Belimmt C ,mnty Relays, finfahing as the tllp s.:orer as a soph-
omore after wirn1in!J the HXl, 200 and 41JO; duplicating the top scorer frat as a juuior by winning Ille same three 
events {including o meet reconl in the 200); and scoring the same "triple" as a senior(bet!ering her mark in the 
200). 

She wa.1 sekcted A!l-Ohi" in the 400-meters all four years by the Ohio Associati()n of Tru,;k and Cm1;s 
C,oun!ry Olil\Ches. She was aho an All-Districl and All-Valley honoree in multiple events. In 1984, H}land was 
11,Jm,cd honorable mention High School AH-America and in 1986. she was invited to partidpate in the Midwest 
Meet <Jf Champions in Indiana, an event showcasing the best senior athletes from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

A member of the River High School WaII of Fame, she received a scholarship tu 111n track at West Virginia 
University where she competed for one season. 

Jose Davis (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Jost Do.vis (Bellaire Higb Sdmol, Class of 1996). Davis put tugcther some eye-popping 
numbers in both fo<Jtba!l and basketball, earning him All-Ohio recogniti"n in both sports 
during his stellar career. 

On the gridin,n, Davis wa, a three-year starter at quarter\mck, leading his !earn to a rec"rd 
nf 30-."LAs a senior, he led the Big Reds to a 1hird straiglll OVAC Class 3-A championship, 
fim undefeated regular seaS1m and first-ever OHSAA playoff appearance (Bellaire 
ad1·aru:ed to the Division IV state dmmpion.hip game, J()sing a 5044 double-OT thriller to 
Ven.ailles). He finished the season ~53•of406 passing for 3.55! yards and 32 TDs while 
adding another Ill ~wre, rushing. Davi.1 earned All-Ohiu Di1·isi<m IV Offensive Plarer of 
the Year honors nnd was runner-up for the presdgious Mr. Football award as a senior. He 
also received fim team AH- Eastern District, Al!-OVAC Class 3-A and All- Valley hig school ncru\ades on m:ultip!e 
<>ccas)(ms. The talented signal-caller set BBS career records for mmt yards gained (7.306), pass mrempts (791)), 
pas~ compleduns (455), highest cumpletion percentage (55.7), passing yanh (6,7(,9) and TD passes (6()). 

On the hardwood, Davis starred and lettered four years, rucking up 1.457 points, 479 rebounds, !li7 ns&bt!i and 
151 steals (all ranking in the mp five on the BBS career H>t). His al[. stm acmlades in basketball !ndrnk<l first teani 
All-Dl!io Divisi<m Ill, All Eastern Dis1rk1, AII-OVAC Clas~ 3-A and AU-Valley big sdlDol. He wa~ also named 
third team All-American as a senior. 

Also a dwe -year letterman in baseball at Bellaire, Davis rnntinued his career at Kem State Univcrsity,A tln'ee
year sturer and letterman for the G<>lden Flashes in football, he put up e<1nally impressive numbers including 
single-game rccunl for most pass attempts (59), c<>mpletions (34) and TD passe.~ (7); single-season niarks for 
<lffensive yards {2,883), pas!! attempts (365), pass completions ( 194), passing yards (2,707) and TD passes (32); 
and career records for offensive yar<la (7,73!). passing yards (6,n2J and TD passes {52). He had a Mid-American 
Conference rec<Jnl 551 yards passing in 1997 against Cemral Aurida and when he left KSU, he ranked !0th in 
MAC history ln p.issing yards and was thin\ in TD passes. 

Davis also donhled as p<>int gll:lrd (Ill the Kent State basketball team in 1997-98. 
Pmfesoiona!ly. Davis played for the Winnl~g Blue Bumbers of the Canadian Frnltball League in 2lXKl and 21Xl !; 

for the Olii<l Valley Greyhou11ds ()flhe Natiuruil Indoor FootbaU League in 2!K)2, leading the team to tlie league tlt!e 
by pa,sing for 1.668 yards and 37 TDs and earning champiunship game MVP honors; for tlie Indiana fireb!nh of 
the Arena Foothall League in WOJ, the Cnlorudo Crnsh in 2004 and 2005; and the Grand Rapidij Rampage in 2006. 

OVAC Museum Seeks 
Memorabilia 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 
high school conference with 52 member schools, has estab
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more infonnation, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse .. 

Bob Hedmond (OVAC 'Family') 

Ra/Jen L "Bab" /frdrnmui (Follansbee High School, Class of l94S). During hi, high school 
days. Hoilirumd wru, a \'anit}' louerm,:,n in fomball, u-aok, hasobl!ll am! hasl.etbnll. He won the 
ltnlf-mile title and p!"yed in !ho l 948 OVAC Q,ariry AJJ. Stor Football Gome in which he sustained 
trun knoo cartifog•. 

pla~!:tl-uilb:cf~~~:\~-: ~~xbe~~~d~.~1n7:::'1i~4'1!"d nt Sh¢phml C<>llcgo whe,e he 
ln cnndring, H<Odmm>d n\el with •=•" at o,-el)' ""P· Ho wru, <:Sf"'<'!Ol!y odepl llt s,arring ru:o-

ph)~• pn,groms <>r rebuilding teani, tllac noodeJ a •pm-k. !fo cooched fomhaU, u-aok and/or 
,,,re,tling at severnl sch,x,l,, md,idmg Oxun Hill (Md.), Ea.st Ll,·erpon!, Dnx,ke and Stcul>en,·ille. 
Hcdrrmrnl starre<l lhe pm;::rnm at O~on Hill an<l ttx,k !tis team fnm:, an 0.5-4 n=,rd the first y,,ar 
ton 5-3-!, !le l>e<'ame 1he first hend fornball cooch or the '1msolid:t!ed Brooke Higll Sch,x,l in 
1969 and led the Bruins m nn OVAC chrunpio~hip. Heilimmd took m·er at_ Stcubeu\'ille in !9Bl ond clirec1eJ the Jefferson 
Cnumy ,qtmd for 1'rn Y~""'· !Ii• teams u>mp,lcd nn 184 rerunl and quahfiod for Big Red'• first two!""""""'"" berth., 
siru.'C Ohm ad<,pml a pla)'off system in the l 970s. \.Ii bile at East Llve'P'"'l, He<lm,md !citi,rod 18 !<>plmlll<>ro< a,, the Prn-"'Pl 
turned m n 3-7 romnl. ~ folk,wmg scasrn1, they rcbowided to finish !lt 7,3. Ov<!rnll, his n:,,oru"" a head fo01bsU coach 
1<as44-22 ,"I, During his time"' track u,ach w,tl, the Poners,hfa team, wen! tlml\lgb four sm,,ght 1oason1 withnu1 Inning 
a dual meet. 

Srn:cessfol as he wai, wi!h a c=hing "'his!le ":"'"nd his neck, lledm,md "'"" .••~n mme effoc.;!j;-., a, an ndministrn!or. 
Within the OVAC. J,e sen-.:J a~ a das, repre.semam·e, wa, a _long time =l>er .,/ the OVAC r~mridntian E.t"'-'utH·• Bnanl 
am!, for _w,·•J?ll l't'=, he di=tod grnm OVAC Wre,!lmg 1bumament. fled~"nd sened "'A~~kl!c Dm,~'li,r lll 
Sm,1,eimlle lligh Sdmol and later "'"' _the Building and Grounds SuperintcmJent with _Steubem,lle City Sd,,~,h. Am<me 

tk.MoiA=Ohi""~~;:; 5~:!~:~;~~r;~~;:~e:O\~~; !~~rb~'~i&e °v~!.!f'.':i i~~.?~~g 
Acl,;e,:'""m Award fnm, Dapper Dan. Defore !u, passing, Hedmrnnl was iru:luccted inm the Ohio ALlde1ic Admi,rimators 
HoU"t Fa..,,., 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Media) 

Jame IC. "Jimmy" Stewart {Triadelphia High S,·hool, Class of 1918). Stewart devnt. 
ed nearlj' a ha!f.~entury m the newspaper pmfe5sion, ier•.-ing: with great distinctilm. 

He began his career associated with the Wheeling News and TI1e Register. whid, then 
were sep;u-ate newspapers. Stewart was sports eclitor nf the now•defunct \\'heeling 
Te!egrnph from l<J2l thmugh 1929 am! later became the sports edi1,1r ur the New~
Register. He eventually condndetl his l<mg career as the m,sodate sports editnr of the N, 
R where he wo;hd alurn,side follow Ball of Farner Dill Van H<>rne. 

In the early years of the 0\/AC', the conference perhaps ha<l no greater friend than 
"Jimmy" Stewart, this acrnrJing to Van Borne him~!f. Beginning in 19-43, Stewart k.ept 
the weekly standing~ on football and basketball until hls retirement on December 31, 
J9fiH. Stewart also painstakingly kept recnnl lxmks that pmve,l invaluable to anjune interested in Ohi11 Valley 
sports !<lre. He al.sn was recognize.! as a walking em:yd<1pe.!la ,m local ath!etin. His hcrul was a sturehouse 
<>f sp.,rts information. What wasn't wmmitted t,> hi~ memor:,· C<luld be fouml in his pork.et-sized reconl brn1ks 
and envelopes which filled his <lesk and filing cabinet. 

Beginning in the early !920s, Stewart's "Lonkin' Em Over" rnlumn wns one tlf the mmt widdy·read 
throughout the area. In later years. he penned a gulf column, "The !9th Hole," whic·h appeared in the new~
paper every Sunda} frnm the spring months into the foll. Heals" initiated a popular Momti}' Clllumn on area 
mllcgia!e sports which he titled, "With the College:1." 

He wm; uls" invt>l;ed with the ijCbeduling of basketball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley 
Board of Appmved Basketball Officials. lfo l<"·e nf sandlot baseball was well known. as he almost rnefau• 
Juus!y cuvered happenin:;~ in the old Intelligencer and United Mine Workers baseball leagues. 

A quiet man whn never cast himself in the limelight during his career, Stewurt was honored with a special 
award at the lime nfhis retirement fmm an appredative Ohin \'alley Athletic Confercnre. lie also received an 
award of appreciation fmm the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Cooehe,J 

Rabert S. ~Bab" K,tt!twt/l (Lin~ly Milimr:,· lnslitut~. Class of 1947). During his 20 }ear, 
as the head c·,,m:fl at Wintersville Wgh Schrn,l (1956• 7.i). Kcttlewell's team, posted a 143· 
4(1.. 10 recnrd. lhe third•bi:.1! wi1ming percent:ige in Ohiu Val kt hist<")' for coaches with JOO 
"t more win,. His team, earned nine league champinn,hips (four in the Big Eitht and !h'e 
OVAC titles). Wintersville won iti first OVAC m,wn under Kettlewell in 1956. gDt it, sec· 
nm! in 1%6 !llld lhen captured three in a row frrnn !\HO thn>uth !'ln, whkh equaled a 
rec~ml hdd previnmly by Bellaire and Martins Fm)'. 

Kettlewell ha,I three undefeated team, at Wintersvitfo - 1957, l%7 nnd !971- and 
sc,·en duh, that sustnined just Dne 1o ... From 1%6 tlmmgh ·73, the Warriors l<>>! nnly \l gnmc,. Under 
KenleweJr, direction, Winter-.oille ,.,.-,red in a recmU 140 maight gmnes. ending with a smrdc,s tie •~inst 
Bellaire in a wntes1 that s:iw the Gold Warriors de11ied "ttat wou!d have been a game,\\inning and $treak-cm1tin• 
uing toud1'k,wn becau,e of a penalty. 

Anmng !he .tar, coached by tl,i, highly•rega1'ied mentor wa, Donnie Young. the Ohio Valley career rushing 
rec<>rd holtler, Am"ng the other numerous college athletic football mmdtmts tutored by Kettlewell were Ohi<> State 
captain Alan Jack who p!aJ·ed ,man umlefoatd Ruse BllWI !earn with the Buckeyes. and R"ger Alford, the firs! 
black rn sign at Wes! Virginia Univmity 

KettJe,.dl a!,o v.a<i a standout athkle while playing at Linsl)' Milill!l)' Institute. He lctteml in four spurts and 
played fo,>tl>atl at We,1 Vlrginl~ l'ni,ersit,". v.bere he a!s,, le!tered. 

Indian Creek mo;h School's (formerly Wintemille Higll) frn,tba!! fadlity wa, renamed "llnb Kctt!e,.ell 
Memorial Stadium·• in his h,mm. In )990, llllh was lhe fourth Ohio \'alley cnach inducted intn1he Obi<, F,x>tball 
Coacl1es Association Ila!! ufFame. He joined the Up!"'' Ohio Valle}' Dapper Dan llall <>f fame in !987 

Tom Keane (Athlete - t940s) 

Tum Keane (Lin>ly Military Institute, Class uf 1944). The Bellaire native was a 
multi-sport standout for the Cade\3 and eamedAl!·OVAC basketball and f1~1tball <1n the 
firot sclec!illns lo J\14344. He aho was an A!l .. Cit} ba,htbaH selec·tion. As a senior nn 
"74 re,:urd Cadet football team, the tW<Hl'a~ back and punter retumed a pass inter· 
ceptilln !06 yards !o swre in an 18-6 win over WurMmJ. 

He cnmlkd at Ohio State where he lettered as a freshman before serving 2() months 
in the lJ,S. Navy. 

Upon discharge. he enrolled at West \'irginia Eniverslty and lettered in 1946 and 
!947. becoming a rare letterman al both OSU !llld WVU. 

Keane wu, a thin! mund pick and !8th m·era!I Nati<mal F0<.1tball League Draft sek~ti<m by the Los Angele~ 
Rams in !948, He played eight NFL seasons. and 87 games, as a defemi\e back•<)ffens[ve end indudlng the 
fi,-,;t four with the Rams. !n !95:!, he played with the Da!las Texans before two ;ears with the Baltim,m, C"lts 
and endeJ his c·areer in 1955 with the Chica~-., Cardinak lie was a two•time All-Pm and pfo)"ed in the !953 
Prn Buwl. ranked sernnd in the NFL in pass inten:eptions twke. and played in three NFL champiunship 
game, including the !95! Ram1;' title team. From ['148•52, b<,th Keane bmthers cnmpeted in !he NFL. 

lie was a hmg-•time a.sistant coa,·h in the NFL indu<ling Chicag<1 Canlinu!s from 1957,59, Pimburgh 
1%5 and was an nriglnal memlm uf the Miami Dolphins' staff in 1966 where he remained thmugh !985 as 
defensi,e backs ,md special teams c"ach. In 1%2. he bec·ame the first he.ul ,·nach nf the Wheeling Imumen 
and sen·ed until joining the Steel er~• sU1tf, TI1e Jn,nmen went 94 in 1962 before winning the United r0<1tbnll 
Lea~ue title with a 12· ! rec<)Td in !963. Jn 1964, the lronmen were 7. 7 

Keane died at age 7 4 in 200 I, 

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete - t950s) 

Tr.>m l'ak11bow1ki (Atlena High Sc·h,K,l, Class uf 1958). A three,sp<lrt stamlout for the 
Golden Wave who starred in the fir.I year the school joined the ~nnference. which 
c~parnkd to three classes in 1957•58. 

At Adena, he was a 1hree•sp<1rt team c·aptain in football. basketha!I and baseball and 
earned !() letters- four in baseball and three each in basketball and fc-c,tball. 

The !957 Adena footba!! learn went 6-2-2 and w<>n the OVAC ClassAnuwn. He was 
a fullback-linebat.·ket•<1uartcrback in f(llltball and an All•OVAC. All-Valle;' Small 
Sch1ml and A!l·Eu~t OhinAthleti<: Uai;ue se!ec1ion, lie wus the MVPuflhe 1'J58 Ohio• 
WSa. All-Star game wnn by Ohio. 25-0. He ;cored 13 points and starred as fullback• 
lineba..·ker. 

In bas Let ball, he was a twn-time A!HOast Ohio Athletic League hnmlree and averaged in dnuble figure3 for 
th~e seasons. including l l .3 p<,inta per ganie us a ~ophnmllre; !7.5 points as a junior and 192 pninl'I as a 
senmr. 

In baseball, the pitcher-infidder was an A!l•Ohio sckctiun a, a senior and he also pikhed in the Eu>t•West 
All•Star game in Columbus. lie led the Golden Wave Ill a !1,1 re<:urd, ll)sing- in the regi<>nal finals I<> 
Northwestern High and fmure Muj,,r LeJgue pitcher Dean Chanc'e, He t,med two nne•hitter,; in a three-day 
span and had 32 Z;J con,ecufa·e anirekss innings in tournament play. whkh ranks iel·nnd in the Ohiu High 
Sch<1'>1 record brn,k. 

He earned a fo<>tball ,~hnlarship to Funlue U11iversity, where be lettered a~ a sophomore and senillr full· 
back·linebaC"ker while suffering a series nf knee injuries. He was second on the team in rushing (3 Hl yards) 
as u sophomore. tfo also p!a}ed ba~eball nne .,eawn a! l'llrdue. 

Yakub<.1w.1ki cnmpeted in the 1962 Dlue•Gray Al!•Star Ft><1tbail Game and tried out as a free agent with the 
Buffa)" Dills. 

63 

John Craig (Coaches) 
,Jahn Craig (Follansbet: lligh Sch<>ol, Clas~ nf 1%7). Craig enj<1yed an illustrious 

26,year Career aii' a heaJ. wresthng: _rnach, mduding two seas1m3 at Uillsb"m (Ohio) 
HJgh Schoo!. !!I y~ars at Steubenv,He Dig Red and five ye:mi at Indian Creek High 
S,h"',l in \\1nter:w11le, 

While at Dig Red, his teams eamed six c,;·erall champi<mshlps in the OVAC 
Wrestling Tnurnament. Steubenville also c-aptured ,even dinsi()nal utles and finished 

hi;1ai~
0

k!~re~a~~;~i;~~~ tii~Ji~-fj~~i i~~{:::~i: ~~1!~Pi{~ni,:r :;-e;~;;lli~1:;'r~,~et;! 
Ohio state meet, five of whom earned indh·idllill c-hampiomhip,;, and 23 who were state 
place,winners, His team fi~i,hed in the top fi,·e nt the Ohio state tournament four times. 
mdudini:- <I runner•up finish in !988. 

Cr~1g s 1989 sq_uad finished the regular ieas"n ranked N"· 1 in The AssndateJ Press Dl\•ision II wrestling 
poll am! placed th1nl at the state t,mrnament. ifo overall dual meet record was 2()[.74.3 and he coached his 

}:!~d 1,J~!f i!::~i;n:e~,~~/-hsae~~~!~)~t; ~~:*n;;~~l:~,~~~i ;:~ei~; r~)~~it~t~·!'.i1~!n.:~ :~~!~si~u~hd: 
Obi() State, Purdue, Army, Navy and Wes\ Liberty. One of his prot<ig<!s won u Dig JO championship and oth
ers were place-winners in the NCAA Dil'isi<>n I, II, Ill and NAIA national tnurnumenti. 

"ll~~i3atw;!:r-i~ g~;1~ ~·:~1
!:mc~:~~f ~i;~ht~i.;e",ai~~ 'C,~!.t~•.:id!~a\\~~~·L:;~,:~;!~~:ftt~~! 

Atbleti". lfalls uf Fame, In _19R9. he was selected as the Em•Sou!heast Wrestling C,i,ach of the Year and the 
Ohio O,vi,ion II Coach ,1t the Year, Fur :!1 years, Craig served as a wre,tlmg o!final un !he youth. junior 
high. high sc-hm,L college and open levels. As a principal at Indian Creek, he was ,me nf the fonnders nflhe 
Dud::eye 8 Athletic League. 

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at fo!lansbee High Sch"o! and was a three .. year kttermm at West Liberty 
where he earned WVJAC championships three times and twice wa.<< the MVP in the rnnforence tournament 
In 1972, Craig wag th ninner-up in the NAJA national meet. where he earned All-American honors. 

William 'Bill' Thomas (Offido1,1 

William D. "Bill" Thamar (Bellaire !!igh School. Cla.,s uf 1952). During a 48-year 
career as a track official, Thomas ser,•ed as the meet referee for nearly every maj<!r 
champirmship in the Ohio Valley. The list include~ the Martins Ferry and Sha<lyslde 
Relays: the St. Clairsville. Barnesville and Wheeling !'ark ln\'itatitmal,: Cal Giffin 
Track Oassk; various OVAC champit>mhip meets; West Virginia Regionals and the 
Ohio High School Athletic Assnciatilm Eastern Sectimul and Dhtrid mectg, 

Jfo was a meet n!Iicial for JO OVAC sc·ho<1ls. including Bellaire. Barnesville, 
Cambridge, John Marshal!. Martins Ferry. Shadyside, Skyvue, St Clairivi!le, Wheeling 
Park. and Union Local and Th"mas a!sn wmk.eJ a$ a meet uffidal at the Mansfield 
Relays (!5 years); Bellaire Relays (48 yea,-,;); Ohio regioru1l championshi~ (10 years) 
and the Ohio high Sl'h<K>I ,tale meets for buys and girls (15 years). Thmnas nbo sen·e<l as meet direc1"r a,i 

numemug Buckeye State district and regi,mal events. alung: with the OVAC Trat.'k Champi<lmhips. 
lie received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for se1,;ice l1> track and fie!,! in 198}; was honorary referee at the 

Bellaire Relays in 19Wi and wag honuretl again <luring the 50-year celebration uf the famed Bellaire meet in 
2()()4, The former Dd!aire High ath:letic great is a member ufthe school's Wa!I of Fame. 

Th"mas ntten<l J\.foii~sippi State on a football scholarship and also lettered there in track his freshman year. 
After two )ears with the Du!ldog~. he entered the Army and served onrscm before coming home and play
ing tm the l<JS6 Natinnal Service football champiomhip team, c,iached by Orm C11rycll, who later coached 
the San Diegt> Char.;en. Thnmas finished his college career at Wes! Liberty Stale College where be lettered 
in fontball and baseball. He also had a long and sum,,sful career in waching. lk ipent five yearn as an assi,
tanr in fo<ltball and basketball at Bellaire High. After that tenure, he wen\ to S1. Clairsville us head baseball 
mash and an assistant in football and basketball. Bill later spent five }'ears as head football wach at 
Darnewil!e before bec<Jmlng athletk Jirector at Bellaire in l'J7J. He served a, head rnach at Uni,m Local 
fmm 1978 until 1981 when he rerurned Ill Bellaire as a teacher until retiring in 1'189, 

Nick Mumley (Athlete - I950s) 

Nick M11mley (Wheeling High School. Class uf !955). One of the most honored 
three·Sp<Jrt athletes in !he long hismr:,· of Wheeling High, he starred in football, bas
kelball and track. earning three varsit~ letters in e,":h. 

He was first team AH-State in ftll>lball as a IWO•Wll}' end and he al,o recel,·ed Al!
OVAC and All·Ci!y a.:mlaJes 

In basketball. he was first team alk!ass All-West Virginia as a ienior and was a tW<J• 
time AH,OVAC and All-City first team selcc-tlnn. He scored 15,8 points per game as a 
junior and 24.3 per outing us a senillf. 

As a Wildc·at senior in 1955, the 6•foot•6 center was the anchur of the final team co.u:hed by OVAC 
Legends honoree Everett Brinkman which won its first 18 game~ before bowing ln the regular season finale 
at Bellaire. The OVAC tit!e•winning team won the sectional and regi11nal titles before bowing in the first 
rnund uf the state tuumament to Mullens to finiah with a 22,2 record. 

lie also icored 30 point., in a record•setting 146•1 lO ,·ictory <ll"er Weir High at Madii"n Gymnasium, a 
rame which set Ohin Va!Iey and West Virginia marks for combined points in a £ame (256). 

In tra..·k, he won 1Wt> state one-da!IS ihot put ti!ks with mark<; of 51,] !i2 in 1955 and 52·2 J.'4 in !1)5-1 

and IWll OVAC ohnt put crowns, including a conferen~c.rsecunl to,;s of 53-5 1:2. 
He earned a fo<Jtball schnlarship Ill Purdue Fnive,-,;ity. where he lettered three years as a regufar twn-way 

end. 
He w·a.s the 51st overaU NFL draft pick. in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted to pla}' in !he new 

American FO<ltball League where be cmnpctcd 1hree seasons frnm 1960-62 with the New York Titan~. a fore· 
runner of the Jets, ag a <kfensive cnd•llffonslve tilC'kle, fie played in a total nf 42 AFL games. 

BiIJ Kennedy (Athlete - t960s) 

Bill Kemredy (Warw0<,d High Sd1ool. Cfass uf 1%7). llashtball and Dill Kennedy 
are synonymuus. Snme four-plus decades since starring at old War,N\llld l!igh School. 
basketball still is a major part of hii life. 

Kenne,!y enj\J}'ed a stellar [)Tep <·areer with the Vikings. The ,!azz!ing 6 ft. 2 1•:mird led 
Warw<lli<l t<J state Class AA basketball tournament "ppcarances in b<.11h the 1966 an<l '67 
campaigns. He rnppcd his prep !10op career by sparking the Vikings to the sdmol'o onlr 
state ba.1ke1ball 1:row11. Tiia! team fini,bed with a stellar 24· 2 mark. indmling dosing the 
seasnn 011a 15-game vktnry run. Warw,><,dcaptured itsfirM OVA_C hrnip title in 21 year,;. 
with Kenne,!y pmvilting much nfthe firep<,wer with hrn 2b.2 pomts per ~ame average. 

The c~plmive backcourt dandy garnered firM team AH• We\t Virgi11ia,AU.OVAC and 
All•City plau<litg. Just a seaS<m prior, Kennedy led the Vikings mu 224 mark und the state semifinals before 
being- eliminated by Mt1l1ens. He was a first-team AII-OVAC hom,ree that year and was named nn nil-state tnur
nament selec!i<Jn, an lmnur he duplicated as a senior, Ke1medr fini,hed his il!ustrious \'iking~· baskelball career 
with more 1han 1.:!0IJ points. fie was also an accomplished b1gh jumper. a~ reflected in bis thinl pl:u.'e fini.1h in 
the state Class AA meet as a seniur. 

}Jig haske1ball achiev_ementseamed him a sp<1t with the Wes! Lil,erty State College haskethal! team. He wn.,t· 
ed "" time m makmg Ins murk for t!:e Hlllr,lpp¢rs. !eadmg the team i~ srnring in both lus fres!iman and wp_h
(nnore seasnn• with 5()9 and 445 puints. respectil'el;-. Kennedy earned all• WV!AC and al!-tnumamcnt plaudit.I 
a, a freshman. 

Jfo two years of lmpressi1·e p!~y with WLSC prO\'ided a springboard tu a transfer Ill Ariwn~ Slate University 
for the !971 and '72 seaS<ms. Kenned}' pmved he was nn small-sd1nnl wunder as he led the Sun De1·ils in srnr• 
ing both ,eas,ms, averagiltl;! 14.8 and 14.6 p<iints per prne, reSJll'Ctil'ely, His two-year p<>!nt t<>ta! of 765 is !he 
nmth he1t for a S_un Den) tn a !W<l•y~ar career. All tnld_. he scnred l ,719 on the wllegiate level. 

His play a! Anzona State ca.,g!1t the e}es nf pmfes.mnal scouti. He was dratled by Memphis nf the ADA, 
hm opted for a career as a basketball uffidal. Kenned}', whll it ill reside~ in the Phoenix area. c,mtim1es to be a 
Pa, 10 c-nllege basketball official. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Athlete. 1960s) 

Hub Rin'f!s (Wheeling High School, Class of !%9). S"me 40 years after running hts 
final prep race, Rieves remains the measuring stick for sprint greatnes3 in the Ohi<> 
Valley. The 156-pouml mercurial-heeled nx:ket was nmhing short of sensati<mal during 
his career wi(h the Wildcn!s. 

Rieves Wa.'l nearly untouchable hi~ final two years ln !he high schoo! mnks. 
As a senior, Rieve~ !limed in a performance that still ranks with the all-time great 

OVAC running fe1<:s. He broke two state records in !he state champi"n,hip meet while 
tying a third. 

He blistered the 22()..yanl dash in a new state standard of 2! .5 while he .,rrui,hed the 
440 mark by 12 sec<Jnds ,·ia his 47.7 chiding. Rieves' sdntillating 9.8 in the !00 
equaled the state recmtl. His assault on the sta1e records resulted ln him becoming the first OVAC athlete in 
21! yean W be the state mee(s high srnrer. 

Rie1·cs was also the We.1t Virginia state champion in the 22() ill! ajuni,,r. 
The Wildcat star captured five individual OVAC sprint g"ld medals in his final two ye= of high sch,,o!. 

!fa impressive efforts helped lead Wheeling High to the 1969 OVAC team championship. the school's fin;! 
such utle in 23 yearn. 

His sprinting dominance is reflected in the fact that he was undefeated as a senim in the 220 and 440 and 
Willi never w"rse than second in the 100 in that time. He 1ied for high-point honnn; in the prestigious Bellaire 
Relays his senior year while being the high scorer in every other meet that spring. 

Rieves' sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that his trru:k jersey was retired at the annual 
\Vhcelini; High awanls assembly. 

Rieves earned a track Kh<1lar.hip to West Virginia University. !-le competed for two seasons for the 
Mmmtaiueers. He earned hi~ bache!llr of science deJJree in landscape architecture. He now resides in Brooklyn 
and i, employed by the New Ymk City Parks & Recreation Depanment as a capital prnjc,·ts analyst, 

Joe Pettini (Athlete - 1970s) 

Jue l'ettini (Brool.e High School, Class of 1973). Pe1tini is without qw,.1ti,,n on the 
short lis1 of the greatest prep baseball players in Ohio Valley anna!~. His high school 
diamond resume is ,,,·erflowing with ao:omp!i~hments which led to a sparkling colle• 
i;iate career al Men:er University. 

The multi.talented Pettinl started every game during his Brooke High career, some 
140 contests. He didn't skip a beat at Mercer, starting nil 196 games for the Mac-,m, 
Crtlorgla-based institution. 

I\mini no! only enj,1yed individual success in hi, prep career, he also led the Bruins 
In a coveted state baseball championship. lie was a two.time fin;\.le:un a!I-Weot 
Virginia sde<:ti<>n and was twice named captain of the all-Valley squad. He earned the distincli<ln of being 
captain of both the all-Valley and ull•OVAC \erum as a senior. 

After his brilliant Mercer career, Pettini was signed us a non-drafted free agent with the Montreal E~pm in 
1977. He wa8 later traded to San Fraudsrn. playing four seasons with the Giants. Pettini finished his profes
sional baseball career by playlni; three years with the Class AAA Lnuisvil!e Redbirds. 

lie then entered the coaching ranks, holding several different p,.1,m. His managerial career commenced 
with !lami!ton, Ontari" in !989. lie moved to St. Petersburg for the 1990 season and in Arkansas for three 
seasons. Pettini ended his minor league managerial career by guiding the Louisvllle Redbirds 1,1 the American 
Assodation champi<>nship. 

Pettini gained a plum illisii;nment in 2002 when St. Cardinals' managerTnny LaRussa tabbt,d Pettini tu be 
hi! bench mach, a position he still holds today, He attained lhe ultimate in 2006. gaining a Wm!d Series 
championship ring with the Cardinals. 

Joe and his wife Barbara have two children, Mkhe!le (25) and foseph fames {20). They reside in Bethany. 
W,Va. 

Jay Peterson (Athlete. I980sJ 

Jay Pe4man (Cadiz High Schou!. Class of 1980). A spectacufar four-sport athlete, 
Peterson made his biggest impa.:t on the football field, 

TI1e Hoped.ale na1lve dazzle<.!"" a running back with numerous memornt>le perfontlanc
es, lududing a siugle•game modem Ohio Valley-rernrd 377 yards against Mingu and gmnes 
of288 arul 282 yards. He scored six loud1d,1wn., iii a game twice. 

Petersm1 broke a 50,year old Ohio Valley single-season rushi11g recllnl held by OVAC 
"Legends" h<moree George (Puck) Burgwin wllen he rushed for2,348 yards 1m 203 carries 
to lead Cadiz lU an 8,-0·2 recunl. He just missed the nlO<lern sing,lt,-season miring remnl 
wilh 22! pc,ims (32 TDs, 28 PAT kicks). one point shy of OVAC Hall of Flliller Terry 
Sni~·ely of Puwhatan"s rnruk of 222 points. 

In his three-year gridiron can.>er with the Canliruils, he rushed for 3,959 yanl.'i (secund at the time m, 1he Ohi<> 
Valley career list} and scored 349 points, Peterson had hi3 foothall N,1. 22 n,tired by l~.e school. 

In tract, he recorded the Ohio Valle)'s fastest lime in the !()().meters as a seni<>r (Ill} secunds) and also had 
tl1e fastest JOO-yard time (l().3) !hat year. He won the OVAC Oass AA 100-meter race in II .I second'!. 

He split spring duty between track and baseball and wai an All- Valley honorable mention pkk, hitting .352 "nd 
reconling 25 stolen bases on an ! 8, 7 record team. Pe lemon als,1 partid!l'Jted in basketball as " sophomore a11d jnn• 
i<,r. 

He earned a scholmhip tu Miami (Oh.in) Univen;ity and was honored three times on the Al\.Mid•Amerkan 
Conference football team, iru:Iuding flrot teom "ccn)!lill's in !982, ,;ecnnd team in 1983 and honorable menti,m in 
1'i81- A four-year letterwinner, he i8 fi!'th on the all•time career 1U1hing yardage list at Miami with 2,874 yanh. 

Fnllo"ini; hii graduation from Miami in !985, Peters()!! went on ma com:hi11g career, fir1<t as high achonl assi~
tantat Cm.lit ill! well ns Cincinnati Amlersrm and Cincinnati Wid1row, He then spcm eight years at Miami uf Ohio 
(1991-98). fil'e years at Northwestern University (1999-2()()4) and he is cnmmtly beginning hl.1 fourth year at 
Eastern Michigan University where he is the assistant head a~1cMlefensive cnordinat,m1lnebacke111 "'™-'h 

Suzie Dailer (Athlete - 1990s) 

Suzie Dailer(Wheeling Central Catholic High SthooJ, Class ,,f !991). She proved t" 
be a !rue "queen of the court"' in many ways, e~cdling for four years ln basketball and 
lennis and adding a couple ,,f fine se~s,,ns in volleyball for good measure. 

In basketball, Dailer gain All-West Virginia recognition all four years, including fin;t 
team in □ass A.A. as a sophomure and senior and second team laurels as a juninr. She 
Willi a!s" a three•time All•OVAC and All-Valley first team ~election and a two•time All
Mountaineer League pick. The \"alley's lender in three-poim field goals all four years, ti' 
she scored 22.1 points per game as a senior and finished her career wi!h 1,JHI points, 
the all-time girls' mark for the Lady ~!aroon Knights. Dai!er led Central t" three straight L-"'---
OVAC Class AA championships and Willi a sophom"re nn the Knights' W. Va. Class AA 
state runner.up squad in 1989. Central posted a 77.17 reconl during her career. 

In tennis, she also lenered four years and had tremendous success in both OVAC and state tournament play, 
culminating in a W. Va. state d"ubles championship (with Pam Butch) ill! a senior as the Lady Knights fin• 
iohed as the state runner-up. She alsn finished fiv;t or second in several OVAC and regiunal tnurnaments in 
both singles and dnubles and hdped the team to three OVAC titles and rhree ll>p four finishes in !he state. 

In volleyb.111, she lettered twice and i;aiued fir.I team All•OVAC h,morn as a senior, helping the team to a 
37 .. 5 record and lhe OVAC, W.Va. Se,:tinn I and Region I titles. and a Cfass AA runner-up finish in the state 
t<>urnament. 

Dail er continued to star al St. Bnn~,·en1ure l'ninmicy as a four•}'ear starter and let:erwinner. She finished 
as the school's fifth all-time leading ,rnrer(l .4:!Z pni:m) and had L~e fifih-OOt ,;ln:;!Measlm in !'l<Jz.93 (5:Z.J 
points). She ,et reconls for single•game 18), sins!e•!ieason (99) and career a9!l three.pointers; had the sln
gle-seas<>n record for nssists (l6J) llnU Wil semnd in w!f"<l:f a»bu (449). Her a!l•star hon()tS al St. 
B"navcnture included sernnd team al!-conforeru:e a.~ a mphomore an<I !hinl team as a scn!()r. The l'><J5 
Oivisinn I Women's Basketball Natltmal "fhree-.Pulm Shooting champion. ~he wa.1 indu~tcd iut<1 the St. 
Oona,·emure Athletic Hall of Fame in :!()1)6. 
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Mike Kovalick (Athlete • I970s) 

Mike Krm1lirk {Bellaire High Schoo!, Class uf 1975). K,walkk has the distincti<>n 
nf not on!}' being: a two-sport stand,1ut, but aim" \W<Hlate stand,mt. 

Kovu!ick, the son of kgeno.fary coach Geurge Kova!ick, was a prep grid and mat per
former for three years at Weir High bt,fore matriculating!() BeUaire High for his senior 
year. Both schools benefited from his prowess on the gridiron and on the mat. 

Kovalick l:. a rare .1tate d1ampi,m wrestler in b,ith West \~rglniu and Ohlo. He !Urned 
!he trick in the Mountain State a,; a junior for the Red Rillers und capped his prep mat 
career wi!h a state champions hi fl in the Bud,eye State for the Big Reds. Both wrestling 
crowns came in the 185•pound dassification 

The p,.1werfu! matman was near•perfe~t his final twn yearn ,m the mat. He won 2.7 of 28 matches ill! a jun
ior before running the table in all 21! bouts as senior. He was an OVAC champion both winters after placing 
fifth as a 1mphomore. 

He finished his i!lus!ri,ms wrestling career with o stellar 64.3 .. z mark. 
Kovalid: continued his mat success nn the cnlfogiate Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas al 

Ariwna State. Kovalick finished as PAC- l() runner•up at 190 p:,unds in his senior seasnn. 
K<>va!kk - Bellaire High's fiv;t-ever state \\TCstling champion - was inducted intn the schnol's Hall of 

Fame in !983. 
He was also an all-star performer in footb.!ll. The twu•way lineman anchored the Weir lligh trenches his 

S<>phmnore nnd juni<lr years und filled the same role for Bellaire in 1974. 
Kovalick eamed al!, Valley and al!-OVAC honors his final two ;·ears. ~loreuver, he was named al!-Ohin in 

fo,,tbull his senior campaign and he played in the OVAC A!l·Stnr Game. 
Km·aiick reside, in Wbeding. 

Connie Doutt (Athlete - I9ROs) 

Cunnh! Dvi,tt (Buckeye Trail 1-!i~h School, Class of 1981). At u time when girls' 
spon, were startinJl to take h()\d in high school atldctics. Doutt was one of !be first whn 
excelled iu three sport, - hasketbalJ, ml!eybal! and softball - but it was un the bas
ketball court where she had her biggest impact. 

1be scb,x,!'s all•time leading &e\lrer wilh 1,842. points who aJs,, had 538 career 
rebounds, the 5 .. 7 guard hel~d Trail to four strrui;ht trips t<J the O!lSAA State 
Tournament under Crnich Dave Linn. including a stale championship during her wpho
mt)re season in 1979. 

In her freihman year, Trail posted a 22·1 recurd, with Doutt srnring 284 point, and 
gaining Aswdated Press All-Ohio h,morab\e menti<m. She scored 3 ! ! pc,lnts as the Lady 
Warriors wenl 23-1 in winning the state title in her snphomllre oeillion, with Doutt named the state tournament 
MVP and again gaining honorable mention A!!•Ohi() accolades. The team went 26•1 with Doutt a, a junior 
SC<lring 432 points. She received first terunAll•Ohio from United Press International and finiihe<I ill! tunner-up 

as ~~;~~::~~,~~;~:~~ ~;f ;~~!~~~:!~ ~;~1
,
1
:!Y ~;~~r :~he~hsh: s~i):Je8:i:s ~;\~~sh!~S~~sbx:i~~ 

UPI All•Ohi" and "Player nfthe Year" as well as firs! team AP A!l-Ohi" and first team All•OVAC 1bat year, 
Trail p,.i,ted a 23-4 rewrd, meanin~ the Lady Warriors' recnrd during Duutt's four years was un incredible <J.f. 
7. She was selected for the first Ohm Nunh•S<>uthAll•StarGame and scnred 18 pmn!s to earn game MVP h<m

= Doutt was alw a four-yeur starter and letterwinner in both V<>l!cyb.111 and softball, playing on the Lady 
Warriors' state tournament team in !979, She was inducted into the Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall uf Fame in 
1996. 

The talente<I C!IJler went on to a fine four•year career at the University of Mic·higan. becoming the sch<><1l's 
first oUl•of-statc s~ho!ar;hip recipient in w"men's basketball. for her career at Michigan. Doutt s~ored 415 
(M>ints, had 267 rebounds and 170 assist3. 

Mark Cisar (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Mark Cisar (Magm,lia High Sch,~,J, Class of 1994). He is the only two-time winner 
of a state football "Player .,f the Year" award in OVAC history, having wnn West 
Virginia', Kennedy Awanl in 1992. and '93. He Wit.! also !he Gatmade "Player of the 
Year" in 1992 and was a two-time Class AA al!•state captain. He was a tw<Hime All• 
OVAC and AU-Valley selection 

Cisar played quarterback, safety. placckicker and punter on Blue Eagle team, that 
compiled a two.yea, rernrd of 25•3. finishing as the Class AA ~late runner-up 1wicc 
under the tutelage uf hi, father, Dave Cisar. In two seasons as a starter and one as a 
backup. he pa~sed for Ohiu Valley record totals nf 5,193 yard, and 64 tou1:hdown9, As 
njuni(lr, he passed for a record 2,691 yards and 34 TDs. He also kicked a valley and state reconl total of 85 
pnints and had a reconl-tying 99-yanl TD pass as a juni,,,.. 

In base hall, he Willi u three•time All-West Vlri;inia Class AA, A!I-OVAC and A!I-Va!ley pitcher. 
He was also a regular in basketball, scoring 45 points in a game on one occasi,m. 
He earned a baseball sch()!av;hip to Chrukst,m Southern Univen;ity in South Carolina where he was a four

yeur starter. He was named Big South Cllnference "Player nfthe Year" in 1997 and Willi a three-time all-con
ference pick. 

He was draJ\ed by !he Boston Red Sux and was the Red Sol Rookie L.ea£Ut': "J)i!(her of rhe Year"' in 1998. 
In 1999, he was selected t<1 the South Atlantic League AU·Star Team and won a Snuth Atlantic League ti!le 
in '99 as a member of the Augusta Green Jackets. He then played for the Capita!es de Quebec. an independ
ent leai;ue team, and was an alt.star in 2002 and the N"rthern League "Rdief Pillchcr of the Year~. 

Cisar earned his bachelor's degree in physical education and wu11 a substitute leacher for five years ln the 
Wetz,,! County School sy.,tem before going back to C\larlestnn (S.C.) m serve ill! a health and physkal edu
cation leacher as well as an assistant foo!hall coach. 

He is the head football coach at Union Local High School, guiding the Jets t" a 9-1 rewrd and their first
ever OHS AA playoff berth in 2()()7 He was named the Eastern District's Division IV '"C()•Couch oflhe Yeur". 
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Dr. Vincent 'Vince' Monseau (OVAC 'Contributor') 

n,. l1nct11t"Vince" Manseau (Weir High Schon!, Class of !958). Think oft he .1port 
nf wrestling and you think nf f.fomeau, who enjo;-ed success at the high st·h,><1\ level 
locally before making hi, mark at \\"est Llbel1J' Seate College. 

A., a high !.'.Choo] c,1ach. he >pt>nt nine year, at Oak Glen. Charle,tnn and Weir high 
schm1ls, guiding the 1967 Oak Glen S<jUad lo a W Va. State Tournamem champinnship. 

Afler one year at Peru State in Nebraska, he spent 31 ye:,n (1973-2(Xl4J a~ head 
coai::h at West Liberty, compiling a 359-221•7 recurd. lie rnad1ed 72 All-Americans, 
34 Academic A!I-Americans and sh National Champions and guideil !he Hillmppers IO 

a national runner-up finiah in 1995, 
Momeau, who alru mached football and cmss ~ountry during his da}i at WLSC, 

directed the NAIA Nati.,nal Wrestling T<lumamcnt in !mth 1979 and '87 and was an administrative assfotant 
for the NCAA Diviai,m II Nali()nal Wre~tling T<lurnament in 2003, 

His awanli arc numemus. indmling the OVAC 'Mr. Mat' nwarJ in 1983: NAIA Ila!! nf Fnme in 1987; 
l 1SA WreM!ing: Bmnre Level Member Coru:h in !987; West Liberty State College Ath!etk Hall of Fame in 
!997; NCAA Divisinn II Snuthwest Regfona! Coa,,h of !he Year in 1996 and 1997; National Wrestling Hull 
of Fame in 2002; NCAA Di>·ision II Wres!ling ffoll uf Fame in 2003; am! Nati<mal Wrestling Cnru:hes 
A%,x:iatiun Lifetime Member in 2004, 

Currently in his fifth }"Cat as ()rincipal at River !ligh SchO\J], Monseau aim directed y,mth wrestling camps 
at West Ll\xmy for nearly 30 years. 

A~ an athlete, M"n~enu partidpated in football, wrestling and tr.u:k nt lmtb Weit Higb and West Liberty 
State Co!lege and later partidpaled in many distanc'e rnces, induding the Bo\ton Marathnn and Wheeling 
Di,tance Ra,·e. 

Mnnseau attained his B.A. degree fmm West Libe11y State College as well a, b"th a M.A. nnd Doct<Jrate 
of Education from West Virginia Unil"er,ity. 

Gene Ford (Coaches) 

Gene Ford (Indian Valle;· North Bigh Sc·h,xil, Class of 1970). Ai colmfol anil well
known a, he was srn:ces,ful. Ford rnmpiled a 440-262 record in JI ye= as a high 
sch\><ll b<>y>' basketball coa.h 

He cuached nne year at Shenandoah and five ut Tuscarawas Valley before making his 
mark during 25 years at Cumbridre High ( !980-2(Kl5) 1><here he won 400 games and lost 
183. 

Ford's Cambridge team, compiled a 59-~5 re<:<>rd in wurnament play. winning 18 
~ectional titles, eight district crowns and fil"e regional c·hampinnshi()11 leading to five 
;tale tournament appearances (1987-88, l')IJ!,92.1994-95, l9'>5-96 and 1999·2()()()). 
induding a nmner-up finish in !994-95. llis !cams also won 10 Ea,1 Central Ohi<J League titles. 

He recei\'ed "Coach of lhe Year" hnn<lrs in the OVAC. Eastern Distri~1. District 12 anil [COL and was the 
OllSBCA Dil'ision II State "Coach of1he Year" in 1988, 

F<lrd served as pre,ident of the District 12 C'uad1es Assodation,as a trustee for the OHSA,.!,. Foum!atinn and 
nn the B<lunl nf Directors "f the Ohin Hii;h Sc·h,~,I Bashtbull Mall uf Fame Museum. The recipient nf the 
OVAC Earl Haberfield Cnaches Award in 2lXJ5, he was indu,1ed int" the Ohio Higb School Basketball 
Ct,ai;·hes Asmdatiun Hall of Fame in 2007. 

As an athlete, he earned l l ,·arsity letters (four in baseball, four in tr..ck, three in basketball) at Midvale 
and Indian Va!Ie~ North. He scoreil l JIO career points and earned first teum al!,Ohi", all-Eastern Distrid 
and alJ..lnter Valley Conference ai::wlades in basketba!! and Wll.'! a >late <jUa!lf:er in the pole ..ault in track. 

!!e was a four-year letterman at Muskingum Cnllege in baske1ball, scoring 1.7! 7 points (sm,nd mn~I in 
st·hrn,J history) "'hile earning all-Ohi<J Ath!etk Conference '"Athlell! "f the Year·• h<mors and UPI "'Small 
America" accolades. lie wa, a charter member of the Muskingum Athletic Ha!l of Fame in !980. 

Bill Paolisso (Offid•"l 

Hill Paolino (Weir High School, Class of 1946). He was n mainstay among ureu 
officials. w,n'king OVAC football and buys/girls basketball games for a 51l~year period 

from 1948-199~. fir,t with the Wheeling board and later with the Weimm•Steubem·il!e 

board. 
Pao!iss" ufficiated lO We~! Virginia o!U!e championship f,xnba!l !'ames during his 

career and sever~! Ohi,,,West Virginia and OVAC All•S!ar football games. 
In baske1ball, he nffaiated more than 100 po.meason tournan1ent,; (secti<mal,;, regfon

u!s, slate), im:luding !9 ,;t.it~ tournaments. He worked !he first Samuel A. Mnmley 
OVAC Al!·Star Basketball Classi~ in 1978 and also wai a referee in the West Virginia Conference. 

Among Pan!iw,\ officiating awards are the OVAC RDm':rt D~ws,,n O!fidals Award; the Ohio Va!ley 
F"'1tball Coaches Association Olfo:iuls Award; lhe West Virginia Sec(indary Schools A!hktic Commission 

Award: and the Weil1c,n•Stenbenville Offil'ial.1' Brntrd Award. 
Paofa,o was a three-sport athkte at Weir High (football. bask,tball and baseball), He was first temn a!ht.ite 

in frn,tball and basketball ai a seni<)r, earning all•OVAC honnrs in basketball twice and "nee in f,x,tball. lie 

wai also alHoumamenl for the state champion Red Riders' ba~eball team. 
He played t\Hl year:, of pmfossiona! baseball in the St. Lr,uis Cardinals' nrg:miiation (1931 am! 19531 and 

he served two years in !he U.S. Arm}'-

Richard 'Dick' Edge (OVAC 'F,mlly'J 

, Ricl,ard "Dirk" Edg:ejWhceling High SchrXJI, Class nf 1954). To say EJge has 
worn many d1fferent hats' m·er the years would he a vast umler1tatemen1. 

He h:u, spcnl 42 years in education, ,en·ing as a teacher, coach, assistant prindp;il, prin• 
i:ipal am.I supcrinten<lent at various OVAC•member sc·hm,!s. 

EJge wached in ,·ari<lu, c·apadties al Triadelphia, Wann~,d um! Winters\'ille high 
s.:hools, Matting the wrestltng pl'llgrams at both Trirulelphia and Wurwuod a, well as 
four juni<>r high pmgrams in Ohio County. lie wached Warwood tn an umkfeated sea
stm and an OVAC wrestling chumpi<mship as well as sixth place finish in the W.Vu. 
State Tm1mament wheo there was only one classification. He also ctdounded and 
coached summer track am.I girls' softball pmgrams in Wintersville, 
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Among his amllade:1 were being named Ohi" Eastern District Wrestling Coach of1he Year in 1975; recdV• 
ing the OVAC'• prestigious 'Mr. Mat' Awanl in 1979; induction intn !he West Liberty State College Hall of 
Fame in 1997; and ,election to the WLSC Wall nf Honor for OuManding: A!umni in 2003. 

Edge served a.s ()resiiknt oflhe OVAC during the 1986-87 and !987-88 s,:h,x,] years and served as a member 
of the OVAC Executive B<>ard for many years. Hew.is als<J a past president of the Tri-Cm1nty Athktic League 
and 1he East Central Ohio League. 

He also n!faiated at various levels in fo<>tba!!. basketball and track. 
Edge represented Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC All-Star Ftxltbull Game and then went nn Ill West 

Libe11y State College where he was a four-year letterman, two-time all· We5t Virginia C,mference selecti<lll 
and the learn\; co-captain as a seni<lr. 

He received hi• B.A. in Business Educati<ln, Health Education and Physic·al Education and a Master's 
Degree in Secondary Administration from the Unil"ersity of Dayton. He i, a U ,S, Am,y veteran, sen·ing 
a.tll"e duty frmn 1958-60 und in the resen·es from !%0-63. 

J oho Sorrenti <M,dl•J 
Jolin Sorn11ti {Weir High School, Class of !956). faen if you don'! knnw Sc,rrenti, 

)'<JU pmbably recognize his V<lice, 
Back in 1954, at the age of 16. he began "·hat wuu!d be a 40,y= ,areer as a sports 

:mnounccr for WEIR Radi<J in Weimm. During that time, he hmadca,1 ftKltball. basketball 
and baseball games for f1mr O\AC•member scbunl.i - Weir, l\ladnnna, Brnoke and 
Wintersville, 

After retiring from that pn,;itinn in !994, he worked four years for tdevisi<ln station 
\\-TOV.-T\19 on f,><>tha11 ~Game of the Week'' telecasts uni! ulso announced the OVAC 
Wrestling Tournament telecast in l9<Jti. 

As a long•time friend and .uppnrter of the OVAC, Smrenti ser.'ed as Master of Ceremonies for the OVAC 
Queen of Queens cnmpetiti"n for five years in the mid-!980s and he has been the Master of Ceremonies at 
the OVAC l-lall nf Fame Banquet since its lncepti<>n. 

Am"ng Sm-renti"s awards, he was honored on the Weir Bish Wa!l uf Fame in 1995 and received twn 
separate h<Jnors fmm the Dappt>r Dan C!nb nfthe Upper Ohio Valley. induding the 2(K)9 R<>bert S. McKdHy 
Memorial Awanl. 

Smrenti besan a pulitica! career in !982 when he wa, e!e,1ed as a Weim,n City Councilman. In 19~<:i, he 
was electe<l as a l!anmck County Cummissioner - a position he was re-e!ecte<l tu twice for a total of 18 ye:,n 
in office. 

He has als<J sened as Purchasing Agent for Hancock Cnunty Sc·hools and Adult Education an<l Placement 
Coordinator of the fohn D. Ro<:kefdler IV Career Center and is currently Manager ofTrdining at Mountaineer 
Ca,ino, Re,,m and Rai::ctrad;. 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coaches) 

Jle1<ry "l/a1</;;" Lauuz (Warren Consolidated High Sch,x,1. Cla'I, of 1950). A ()ilfor 
of the boys· basketball .,,,aching ,~immunity for 34 years, Ulia.~t !upped the 41X).m·cory 
plateau as his teams a! Wmen Con.olidated, Buckeye South, Buckeye S,mthWest and 
Buckeye Local combined for a 41)5-30! rernrd. 

All !<>Id, _Laiast-coached teams Wllfl four OVAC champi\lnships, 10 ~ecti"nal titks 
and three district cmwns while having two teams gn undefeated m the regular ~eason 
(197() and 1977). 

In 15 years at Warren C<1nsofalatcd (!958-72\, his teams were 179-120. winning two 
OVAC championships (1\161 and !970). The J',7() squ:ui posted a 22· 1 rec<>rd, winning 
OIISAA Class A se<:tional and district titles before br,wing in the regi,mal. 

In 16_}ean at Buck_~ye South, his teams were 2!!-BJ and won two OVAC champi<mshlps {1977 and 
1981), eight sect:onal Mies and two disrrkt crnwns, The 1977 tean1 was 11,! and ranked No. ! m Ohi<> Class 
AA, losing in the regional finals, That year. Ulzasz was named Ohio Class AA "Coach uf the Year'" by UPf 
an<l Eastern District "Cmu:h <lf Lhe Year"' hy AP. 
B!l:e~t:nt~~ldc;;~~,\iililJ~:tnatl ~w~r SouthWe~t anil then was head cnach in the fir,t year nf the mmplete 

Da~az:s~a~~1~b~ ~:,8i!T1t~:f::J;~ ·;~:X't'~,~~.,;~~h!~i~' ~~t~ ~~~ ~t~:~ht;~~h ~f.~a~~~J:~~ 
the 6\-·Ac All-Star Classic und hall twu yearly OVAC ba>ketball scholarship1 r.amed m hi~ hon<>r, Ue receiw 
the OVAC's Earl Haberfield Coochei Award m !986. 

lie Wll.'l a member of the OHSBCA and served as ()l'l',;ident t)f !he District 5 Baiketball (()ache1 

~:J~~ai;~1J!~ s"'~~:l!~b~f~~~h;:~~~~,,,9~~'.:~iir:i1 ~~i~r;~~~lketba!l Cm1che$ Am1datinn Ha!! nf Fame 

frn~~!fi~zl ~a11!~~~:e-~~~:'.:1~=\~n b~jt:b!1[~~~f,~~:t
1~,~~:1~:~~ if:;~~~d~~ite~: t~t~!~~-~~~ ~~ 

years in the l!.S, Army, 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Athlete. 19-10,) 

llatvld "l)<f<'" IJaughtrtJ (Weir High Schoo!, Class nf 1945). In J<J45, he became 
the first of only se,·cn high schon! athletes to win the W.\'a. Amateur Athlete of the Year 
Awanl, the state\ oldes! honor dating ba.k to !934. A firs! team. ulklass. a!!-stater In 
f<x1tball, basketball and baseball, he a!m earned A!I-OVAC f,,,itOOl! and ha:sLethull lmnurs 
as u Red Rider ~eni<>r. 

The two-way back !ed Weir tu a 9-l fm11ball rec·ord in !943, lusing <inly t,i state 
champfon Parkersburg. As a senillr, in !944, he led Weir to a 40-13 victory m·er 
Parkersburg and a.counted for five Lm11:hd<>Wns - a TD run. tWD TD pas,es. a l{)l.yanl 
pass interception return and an 80-yard kick"ff return. 

Daui;herty's two-year career included running and passing for ! ,925 yards and 31 toud1dnwns. He a!s,i 
returned kkks and wn, a s!ar defensi\'e bock. 

In basketball, the ull-stater helped Weir In a 12·2 recmtl. In baseball, he lei! the Red Ridefll m the ,me-class 
state champinn~hip in l<J45. 

He signed a football scholarship In Ohio State Uni\'ersity where he played on a 7-2 rernrd team as a fresh
man starting safety. In the fillh game. he moved into the starting uffemh'e lineup as tailback, He was drafted 
inm the U.S. Army in April nf !946 and, after di,charze, he ,igned a pmfes.1iona! ba~ebal! concrnci with the 
Detmit Tigers and played pm baseball fnnn 19-18,53, lnduded were three years in Class AAA with Bu!!aln 
and Toled<l. He opened the !951 season with !he majur league team. but returned t(l To!edn after a month. 

When the Weir High fm,tba!! coaching jnb upeaed, he was hired and guided his second team, in 1955, to 
an K-2 recnnl and an OVAC tl!le. He also continued his pm baseball career by playing in the late 1950s in 
Minot. N,D .• and Mitchell, S,O , and was manager nffarm teams ln 1964 and l\165 in Cow Beach, Fla .. and 
Duluth, Minn. He capped his high "hon! c,,ai;·hfog career in Bedford, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jim Hanna (Athlete - 1950s) 

Jin, Hum,u (WdrHigh School, Clas~ of 1950).A 1hree-spon al!-star "'ho Jed the Red 
Riders to 1wu sta1e one.clas~ championahips a~ a senior, he is one of the most <lernrac
ed athletes in schn,,] history. A Hrsity football starter as a freshman, he continued to 
excel un<ler Hall of Fame coach Carl Hamill, who labeled Hanna and Daugherty as "two 
of the fine.II all-arnuml athletes" he coacheJ in his le:;endary career. 

In 1949, Hanna starred on the 11·0 recon! Weir football team which wnn the first 
W.Va. largest Oas$ A pla;-olf title with a 27-13 victory m·er Milwn. The two.way 
end'puntcr/placekicker lam.led nine tuuchdown passes and scored 83 points as a senior 
when he wai runner-up for the Wes! V1rginia Player of the Year lleisman Awanl {nuw the Kenne<ly Award) 
and was selected first team AU-OVAC. AH-Valley am! All-State. He also pfayed in twn nil-star games; West 
V1rginia vs. Ohio and the West V1rginia Nonh-Snuth game. 

In basketball, he was i.ernru! team AU-W.Va. and A!I-OVAC. 
In baseball. he pitched and baned Weir tn the nne-dass West Virginia championship. In the 5-J finals' win 

uver Ea.It Bank, he stmck out JO in a sh-hit effort and batted in four runs with !Wt> singles. 
He accepted a football sch,i!.mhip fmm legendary Kentucky coach Paul (Bear) Bl)'ant and s1arted at end 

un a freshman squad quarterliacked by Babe Parilli. He left school to play minor league baseball for several 
seasims bdore returning to \Veimm, where he has been a long-time local American Legion, high school and 
summer baseball coach am.! scout. 

Tim Anderson (Athlete • 1960s) 
1imA11derso11 (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Ander.;on·s football career 

was a well-traveled one, as well as a quite succes.1ful one. He first realized grid greatnes~ 
in Follansbee, a prep career so gtKld that It landed him a scho!ar;hip ut one of 1he premier 
fo(l\t>al! co!lenes in the nation - The Ohio State University. 

Just like for the Blue Wave back on the banh of the Ohit) River. Anderson starred 
for the Buckeyes, so much so that he was a fir.;t-nmnd pkk of the San Francisco 49ers. 
His NFL, dap, however. i;ot off to a delayed start due to contract diffirn!ties. In the 
meamime. Anderson enjoyed an al!-leanue honors stint with the Canadian Football 
League·s Ton,nll, AIJ!onaut~. 

Anderson was a three-sport standout at Fol!ans!Jtt Hlgh. In addition to his many football achievements, 
the 6 ft., 195,pounder distinguished himself quite nicely in t>aset>a!I am.! trac·k. 

A.~ a ~enior, Anderson's Blue Wave wen! 8-2. Tho~e two blemishes came in the seasi,n's first two games. 
contests in which Anderson did uot play due ID injury. In jus1 eight games, Anderson rushed for 863 yards 
and also led the team in tad.les As a result, the two-way back earned nH-OVAC, Al!-Vn!ky and a!I-W.Va, 
Class AAA first-team honor~. As juni<>r, he was nll-OVAC and A!I-Valley second team. 

He started two years for the Blue Wave baseball squad as an outfielder. He also joined the track team as a 
!it:nior and was fifth in the state Class AAA shot put. 

At Ohio State,Amkr.;un starte<l three yelll"s as a defensive back. During 1hat span, the powerful Buckeyes 
went 27-2 with two Big Ten titles while alsi, being named the cunsemus national champions in 1968. That 
team heal the OJ. Simpson-led USCTmjans in the Rnse B,iw!. As a senfor. he was first-team all-Big Ten and 
was a first team AU-American. 

His Buckeye stardom pmved a springboanl to being the 2Jnl pi~·k in the J1)7J NFL draft. He uwned the 
dhtim:!iun ofbeingthe highest of the !2 Ohio State gridders chosen ln that draft.including Jack Tatum. When 
unat>!e m agree m terms with the 4~rs. he played four i.eason,. in Canada before returning m San Fra:nds~11 
and playing the !975 campaign for the Niners. The foll"wing season, Andersun played for the Buffal,i Bills. 

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 1970s) 

MarlyCoyi,e (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1977). O\yne was a three~sport stand
out for the Cadets. but basketball was definitely the versatile 6 ft. 5 athlete's meal ticket. 

Coyne distinguished himself as one of the premier h110psters in the Ohio Valley 
during the decade of the '70s. He was a three-year starter in roundball at Linsly, 
blossoming intu a vinual scuring machine hisjunim and senior campl!igns. Coyne nened 
591) points i11 his junillr season alone, good for a 27.2 average, He was also a beast on 
the boanh, grabbing 14.2 caroms per outing. He nearly duplicated th(l!ie numbers in his 
senior campaign, scoring 598 points for a 27,l average. The talented pllsfs rebound 
tnta!s balkxmed to 16.5 per gume. 

Coyne'., scoring antics were tops in the Ohio Vnl!ey both seasi1ru. His single-game high was 46 against 
\Vheding Central. The dependable cager scored in double figures in all 47 of his high school stans. Coyne's 
s(:oring prowess also tramlated intu team success. The Cadets compiled 54-12 record during his final three 
campaigns. The Bridgeport native garnered a!l-City, all-OVAC and al!. West Virgirria honors each for his last 
twu years. lie also was co-captain of the all-state team as a senior. He ended his il!ustrinus hardwood career 
with l ,3H9 points. 

He wus a!w a standout on the gridinlll, staning three seasons. The glue-fingered receiver led all Ohio Valley 
small sehool pa1s catcher.; his srninr ~euson whik nlso avernging 37.5 yards per punt. O.,yne wa~ aho named 
all-OVAC and all->tate first team for his football success as a senior. 

Springtime saw Coyne start three seasons on the Llmly diamond, serving a~ co-captain as a senior. 
Aikr graduation from Linsly, Coyne receil·ed an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West P<.1int 

(!'<Y). He had the privilege ofpfo;-ing for the now legendary Duke head coach Mike Knyzewski. Coyne sllllted 
three seasons.helping the Black Knights of the Hudson to an NlTbenh in 1978. He averaged 15.6 point!< a 
game as a junior an<l 16.S points as a senior. His I .126 career points r,mked I Ith on the all-time Anny scoring 
list at the time of his graduation. He also grabbe<l more than 400 rebounds for tbe Cadets. where he served as 
co-captain as a senior. Co}'ne ascended to the rank of LTC with I! years active duty. 

Charlie Keenan (Athlete - t980s) 

Cl1urlie Ke,mu11 (Steubenville High School. Class of 1985). Be ii on 1he gridiron, 
wrestling mat or in the c!asmmm, Ke~nan prided himself on eu>cllcnce ruul in all three 
ureas of his lifr, he wa1 nmhing short nf sensational. 

Keenan was the comellitone of Big Red's initial state grid playoff champion,hip, 
captaining the 1984 !,'rid juggernaut. He led the Reno Sacc,x:da-coached gridden; Ill a 
13-0 season that fall. He established new school recnnls for tackles and sach en mute tu 
being named the state's Division JI Lineman of the Year.1he first-team ull-srnter was alw 
a(.'Corded honorable menti,m AU-American plaudits, He w·as named captain of the all
OVAC and all-Eastern District teams ruul was selected to pfay ln the OVAC nnd Ohit1 
North-South Al!·Star games. 

The relentless lineman w:i.s a three-year staner for Steubenville that went 30-0 in the regular i;e:r,on and 33. 
2 overall. His gre11t grid play e:uned him the distinl1fon of being named the Cll•Captain "fthe 19800 All-De1:ade 
Foott>all Team selected by The Intelligencer, Hi~ Big Red success proved a springboard to a football s(.·holarship 
to The Ohin Stare Uniwrslty where he was a lettenna:u for the Scarlet & Gray gridt!er,. 
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kingpin that winter. Keenan opted to move up to heavyweight as a senior, preparing him for the rigor.; <1f an Ohio 
State 1,'fidder. That move to heavyweight set up a mau:h against Bames,·Ule High·s mammoth and fellow OSU 
grid recruit Tim llfrn1.!ey. The two met in the OVAC finals in 1985, attraning pmsibly the largest crowd at a 
wre.,tling match in Ohio Valley annals, wl!h Mmley pu!lillg oUI an epic !!-8 triumph. It snapped Keenan's 
45-match winning sn-eak. Keenan was aw=led 1hc George Kovalkk Sdtolarship th.U year, He finished his Big 
Red wn:stling career with a sparkling ! !il-18 renml. 

Keenan also opted t" wrestle at Ohi<l State, earning t"~' var,iry lctti:l'i in Jhe mat spon. 
He was the Steubenville High valedkmrian. ~1:1mpl!ing a 4.0 GPA. He went on tu cam master's aml dn<,1r>rate 

degrees. After receiving his OSlJ degree .. Keen:m rerumed home and s."l'\'ed as a teacher, administriwr and 
rnach nt his alma mater. He nnw is a sch,x,! superin1em:km in mmhem Ohill 
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Bill Jobko (Athlete. 1950s) 

Iii/I Jobfo (Bridgepon High School, Class nf !'1531. A 1hree-year, three-spnn 
Bulldog athlete in football, basketball and baseball, he earned A!I-OVAC and All
Valley ftxitbal! h()mlrs as a senim lineman 

Recruited by Ohio State University, he be1:ame a twu-way "ffensive guard and 
linebacker who played on the Buckeye national title teams of 1954 and 1957 when the 
Buckeyes won two Rose Bowk He was team MVP in 1957 lie is the only pla;·er in 
Big lO Conference hismry to never play in a losing Big JO regular season game. He 
recorded a safety fm the College All-Stars in a 35-19 victory uver the NFL champion Detmit Lions. one of 
<mly eight times the collegians defeared 1he NFL champions in the annual classic. 

He was dralled by the Los Angeles Rams and played for the NFL team from !958-62 before performing 
for the Minnesota Vikinp from !963-65, Jobko capped his pro playing career as a team defensive ,·nptaia uf 
the original Atlanta Falcons in 1966. Fmm 1967-89, he worked for the Falcons in various mies -assistant 
coach, scout and mrecmr of Pm Player Personnel. He dnsed his NFL career as chief college scout of the 
PhoenLt Cardinals from 1989-94. 

Bridgeport High School honored Jobko by naming the street entrance to Perkins Field as "Bill Jtibko Way" 
and then on Aug. 21, 2!)()H, dedicated its home comple:\ ~ "Bill Jobko F(K1tball Stadium." 

Mark Thompson (Athlete - 1960s) 

Mark Th<1mps<1n /Mount l'leasant High Schon!, Class of 1969). Bask.etb.all was a way of 
life in the Thompmn family. with M:.rk being the most pmductive. His twn older bmthers 
- Rich and Jim - staned a hoop tradition at Mount Pleasant High in l'Jf,0. Every year 
during that decade tlitnesM:<l a Timmpson ill the ),,founties' staning lineup. ending with 
M:.rk"s gmduatlon in !%9. Mark set the family standard, h<>wever, for basketball greatness. 
He wasted no time making his presence folr on the hard"lJ(>d, finishing as the second•!ead
ing scorer for the junior varsity team as a ftmh. 11ml jayi-ee squml went 18.(), 

Thompstm was no1hing shon of magical the next three winters, leading the team in 
scuri11g am! rebounding each campaign. His trememlou~ play abu sparked an eye pupping 
92.9 recmU during tliat span for the Mounties, tlhich included three successive sectinlllll 
c<1•championships. a district final berth and a district semi•fina! appearance. As a suphnmore. the hanl•"~•rk.iug 
hoopster averaged 17.6 points a game. That figure jumpetl to 24.8 as a junior and was capped by a 28.1 per game 
showing as a senior, including a career-best 50 lightings against Smi(hfidd. During that senior )'ear, the Mountie, 
averagct! rnme than 95 pnim, a game, mpping the cemury mark ill si~ of !8 regular season cmuest,. 

AU tol,l, the 6 ft. 4 Thompson - who was blessed wilh both inside and l}l)tside scoring skills - exited high 
school "ith ! ,623 JK1ims in l1is ponfoliu. lie ne1ted a host of accolades for his baske1ball expenise. headed by first 
team all .Ohio honor:S as both a juoi"r and senior. He was also an al! -Eastern District, all-Eastern Ohio Athletic 
Leaf'.Ue and all-OVAC h,mmee all three year,. He was captain nfthe OVAC team as a seni()r. 

TI1ompsun was no one -a port "rnider as he also displayed his ati1!etlc pmwess on both the gridimn an<l baseball 
diamond. Hewn, a twn-way stancr in frn,tbaU, starring as <1uanerl,ack and defensive back. The three-year regular 
was an all-Eastern District. all-OVAC an<l Eastern Ohiu Ad~etic League select!lin in his junifilnnd senior seasons. 
Thomps()n a!~, picke<l up three le11e111 in baseball.. chalked 11p 1"1) no-hitters and four one-hitters. 

Nm su1prisiug, Timmp.mn received wme 120 Division I rnllege scholarship utren,. Ile ca.,t his Im "ith 
baskelba!! at the Unh·ersity of F!(Hida, TillJmp.\(lll was tile sewnd-•leading srnrer nn the Gators' fmsh 1eam. After 
redshining as a snphnm(>re duet" an ankle injury, he worked himself into being a part-time staner during his 
junior and senl"r seasons and wn, a en-captain bis final campaign "ith the Gator,, 

Mike Dawson (Athlete - 1970s) 

Milt lki.•mn (Magnolia High Sch<x,l, Class of 1978). When you begin to n.'l.:al! tlte great 
aihletes in Magnolia High annals, Mike Dawsi,n is always near the tup of the list. Aru! why 
no!'/ The rugged 6 ft. 2, 195 pDunder earned 12 letters in four spnru for the Blll<' Eagles. 

It was football, however. which lmmght DawS1m t!,e most acdaim. following his seninr 
grid season in !977, Dawsun was selected as the W.Va. Al!-Cfass Player of the Year by the 
Morgantown Toodui<m11 Club \\hile finishing us nmnerup for the Kennedy Award, Tiia! 
same season. he was nametl captain of the all-W.Va. Class AA team as a defensive back after 
pilfering seven passe8. lie was aisi, the captain uf die all-Valley an<l a!!-OVAC teams. 
Dat<son rushed for 833 )''ards lm j,ist !12 canies in nine games as a senk1r for Crn1<0h Dave Cisar. He wa, named 
secoml-team a!l,-state as a ,1uanerback as a juninr. For his career, Dawson accmmte<l for mllre ti,an 3,000 all- purpose 
yards alld totaled l.'E poi ms despite missing four game, wid1 injuries. 

Dawson ultimately selei:teJ West Virginia University. As a sllphmnme. he earned a starring spot as a linebacker, 
but he injlln'd his knee ,,hiie block.iug a punt against Penn State. Dawson eruled as a twn-}eat Mountaineer gri<l 
!ettenrum 

The talented Blue Eag!e was abo dominant in baseball, He was a four•yeru: starter, .eeing a,1ion at bllth ,·at,·her 
mil shnnstop and earning a!!-West Virginia laurels his junior and senior seast11ts after helping lead the Eagles to the 
state t,mmruncnt b<Jthyear.,. He was a two-time al! OVAC and all-Valley honoree, wrving as c·aptain of the latter as 
a senior. Spring proved quite bu1;· for Dawsun. When not pfaying baseball, he was a valuable cuntributor tu the Blue 
Eagles· track team. Despite little prac1ke time, he was still able tn sparkle in the West Virginia Class A state track 
meet.As aj,mior, he was runner-up in both the !()()-yard dash and l<lngjump. tlte latter\lll the strength uf a leap bet
ter than 21 feet. He also wnn !he \Vest Virginia AAU 100-yanl Wish in !977 

Dawson·was alsu a three-year starter in basketball. Among his mar,y h""P highlights Willi a 36-puint ,mrbun;t 
again.st Wheeling Park. 

Tim Moxley (Athlete - 1980s) 

n,,, Moxley (Barnesville High School, Class of 1985.) A heavyweight ln eve!)' sense 
of the wnrd. Tun Modey is certainly thar. Modey came up huge in both football and 
wresding for the Shamrocks. fle eojuyed a star.studded arul champion-filled four athletic 
ye:.rs at the western Belmont County school. 

MoAley gamercd all-Ohio honon, in football for the Rw. & Green while also grabbing 
a pair nf state wrestling championships. The 6 ft. 7. 300-pounder parlayed his prep 
achievements into a f(x>tt>all s<·hnlarship at The Ohio St.ite University. 

Moxley was a three-year starter on the Shamrock;' line. He helped guide the Red & 
G~n to a 17-3 marl<; over his last two M:asons and the OVAC chantpionship in !983. 

He was ac,·onkd a bevy nffir,t team all-star honor.; for his senior season play. They inducted all-Valley, all
OVAC, all-Eastern Distri<:t and a1J.Qhio by The Associated Press. He was a sewnd•team all•Ohio United Pres3 
lntemati1mal honuree As a junior, Moiley was a second-team all-Valley selc<·tiun. 

Moxley carved out an even more glittering prep resume in !he mat spun. The powerful heavywi,ight captured 
a pair nfOhio state chantpionships. matching 1he number ofOVAC cmwns m his credit. As a seninr, he led tlie 
Shamrock gapplcrs tn 1he overall OVAC T,>umament title whlle also being accordetl the prestigiom Bierkortte 
Award. Moreover, the Moxley-led matmen of C,1ach Darrell Da1·is captured the .\Utte mumament team title in 
1985. His OVAC title matches against Steubenville"s Charlie Keeuan - al~i joining this year·s OVAC Hall of 
fame induction field - are knendary. Moxley handed Keenan his only two losses ln the OVAC event. t,fox!ey 
was Sll impressive on the mat that he was sekcte<l tll the VSA's Schula.11il: All-America Wre.>t!ing "Dream 
Team" for 1984-85. He was third in the OVAC as a sophomore. 

At Ohio State. Moxley was all football. He moved into the Buckeyes' starting lineup as a sophnmore. after 
seeing pla}'ing time in all 13 games as a red-shirt fre>hman. I le starred seveu out of the Buch· final eight games 
as a £ophomore,As a junior. he started all II same~ ruul wntinued that ~tnm2 play as a senior. He pfoyed in twll 
bowl gantes for Ohi,1 State - the 1987 Cotton Bowl and the 1990 Ha11 of fame Bnw!. Mo~ky was >ekl"ted by 
!he Wa1hing1<m Reilikins in the ninth round of the 1990 NFL Draft. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley 1A1hk1, • 1990,> 

Dari.d &#tJ (!'ltkn Cir)'~ School.~ of IIJ'J3). Prail Chy pride:, ltu!f on 
quality ba.ketball. To that end. Oo.viJ Bosie)' it on the short Im of~ V.~!d.w. 

Bosley wm a KCriq; knu" It tli<: tioJ.e Wetzd C~ School. The~ lbo ~ 

~~~~=r<k~Coach~bi~~t ~c:u~to~~~~~ 
cmwm in the 1992 !llld. 199) =.All toJJ,PodenCltJ "-'OD 81 timnandbtj,;m l2 
dlirins BOlley', fooM·ear hoop ai:reer. While~ Wihlcm l>-'e!"e w-lnoin~. ~e)' was 
.corini.. He ftnWtcd his prep da}'l wilh l,'196 ~- llldwllna: a WOO? campaJ~ In 
which be ueaeJ 292 palnu. 7.8 as1ills anJ ,even n:1olu.dl. per &Urt. 'Tbo:\e lofly rwm
ben eamc,J him tlllO ~y of the aD-mte lean!. H. "-'111 .OUO ~ of the .U--OVAC 

=~:i•tft.,~~~~.it-O~.:UJi:=~~~~~ 
1M i.tllk tounwnenl elCh ....inter. 

Bosley aho mu 11<;e ufM wpeib lthktk:hm io m:r oo the foocball fleW fr:rr M!b fumuy. ~ four-~ar 
~ 1et1ennan ~a"~. amlnj n!l-OVAC llnt.team bonon a, • jlmJc.- imd ~- He cun
p!eled I 13-of-221 ~ for [.271 yl.UI mJ ll toudldowm v.ilile roshinj foc4S9 mipn wJ =-en u1ilimw 
ocotei a, 1 tenlor. 1Jos1ey WU nam,e,.l to the Wes!$ Sporn lJllim4le All-Stale Foo<ball Team,~ 1j,Inior, 
be comp!eted69-of-112 to=i for99S p1n1'1 llll<l.ei 10.u:hdowm. Heal,o nuhed for rn;i yirnb and six TDs. 
Bm!ey -.,,·a,, IIOOastell.-.rp!m!er,,;,,~ 36.1 O!l 29tn:a. 
I-==~!'~~~" llllli F,o.hl. He WU I.D OVAC JonsJtJmP clwnpf<}Q amJ &ho \1,'U 

B<>tl.oy took~ vw buletball d:!lh to tlw n«t ]o,,,,J, camin51 a IICOOLlnhlJI to LSU !n !ht, niucl SEC~ 
p?:.yed four }'UR foc le~ 04Je Brown, who retltal afk:r Bosle:(1 W1JOT cmnp;a.lp. 111 lfu,.Ji,y'1 final 

~;'!R~~~~f~~;!jits~!%ttlr1ooe~!!::=~LSU'~ 
Director Cup f~ ~c tl<:elleoce l.llil wu rec~izal u an SEC Sdmbr Athlek. 
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Frank Baxter (OVAC 'Contributor') 
F,-i 8UNr (Britlgcpm High Sdlool, CLm of 1949). ~ you 1.hink of 

Drhlgeport Hlgh School, Um L'l =i:~ of the l1/lllln \hot ,;une,. to m±nd. Alkr all, 
=~i~~- $l'Skmformarelhiin60~=asnmident. 

A5 an alhletc,. be w;u an ull-OVAC OOOOrt'J: in footooll u n =-t,:r.lir,ebQd:er md In 
basl,;.etbail Y,Ml"C hen~ 2!1polnU;perg:i:ine11.111 sen:lar. After 11 stirt lo !hemmed 
tavkcs dtri:111 lhe K= WM, be mn1lleJ nt wen Llb:ny Sime CoileF \\hc:R hc: 
playcJ football mid rail trad. ontl recelvetl 11 bcichelor'1 dqpc, Inter =h'l!li !m 
ma5ter', from thc linivmJty ofTlayu:n 

AlkT tcschlns llllli COWiing at 8==,illc Hi~ School for OllC -'CUlOll, be returned 
to hiJ nlm:l ~and~ iil=wblc •47-ye;u- ruo M Bri~xn a!hlrtlc dirtctor- bclKVcJ to hc: the 
1'1~ ~ !:; ?~~S)e auo·~:i°!,1n~~uiWo.P' helll1 ~· twkdb:Il roam, gukllng the tam so a 
101id :!6-9-118 m:mi H~ t=nnu 11-Ul foorOVAC dwnpltllllhips (!96), '66, ·n wd "7-1); 14 ICctlmw.l till~ 
1-...·u dis-trict crowm and ooc rcgimml ~kmhlp. Url<Jgrrort !)Olletl !111 unool1cl ~ =i In 1%6, 
enilinj with 11 fircal 13-1 m:oo.l antl the UP] Chu A llaJe JXlTT dwapicmhlp; and finhho:I '1ll the !969 Ohio 
Gm A rtnlef·up ""ith a 2!1-2 =uni nt 11 time wbi:n there wen: only "'-U cla:=3 in the slate. 

B.lXlefwmn:miallb:: ObioC!imA "Cra:hoflheYCII" in 1966 mdbccwnctbc firstreci(Jic:ntofthc OVAC', 
~ "C!W:h oflhe Ytrr~ ~mi In 1969. Hi, wm llOO i!clectal Ellstm! Ohio ml EMtc:fn [}i<;(tiet "CIWI cl" 
lhe Yav' oo _..,_,::ni1 occ:mlcm. la 1~, El.mer y.a, lhe E'1ll!ertl Dlstria MAl/l1elk D!rallXoflhe Ycur" !l'.id he: wn 
!IJ.!u.teil ln!o lhe Oblo Alhletk: Amlinis!r.itm 11411 ofFMie lo !99-1. He fOl'I llOO ta::ii ~ by the: Uiio Hish 
Sch.:inl ~ Coocha Al!lOCwoo, the Nnlsmllh Mcmcml Bw:i:!ro!1 Hall off=mc tln,.igh the OH SAA tn 
l 988 m.1 with lhe Emi H.lberfield CIWIC'i Aw11rd al lhe OVAC D.iac:!mll a.mic ln J 987. lla1l,:r rei:ci1-ed the Carl 
Hmuill Av.'l'lrd Hun !be llp[,:rOhlo \~• O!lwer Om Om ht 200l ard v.ta:o the De'l'o" ~ Hiijli Scbocil 
v.~ ~ the fuu III lbe .lohnJ. tt,;,,·!icdi:. Gymnasilm wm ni.nal fr.rl; Ba1cr COllrt. 

John Stephenson (Coaches) 
John~ (Wayne~bwi Hli!i Sdrol, Gm of 1969). R.c-ganled 111 lbc Mflllber 

of Cadiz W~H. ~ i:mumed the mill ofhc:ad m:i!I cwch in lhc s:,;oJ'd.\-'tl!f 

of~~ t!mlhe m:~~:ii2 1>.=tl=m the lqllOO Md llnim:tl M•2, tu tiy lbe !lOl.ycar 
the: lc:lllll Jm,J hu=tl w 3-1 manh= ar.:I the ('IUS!1I01 l\';U olfmlil run:ni:a~ 

'Whlll fulknl-,:d during the rEll 14 yen imtll Stcpbmsw ~ 00\\11 aJler lhe 1988 
ICllWl1 WIIS Iba! ('-Alfu ll,TC$1linjj bccmnc h.J~y-=r,cctal ~ lbc 5U!c ofQbio nnJ 
- u r,en:nn:lal Ohio \hlley Athletic Cm(=oce fW./'1-~. 
~ r~ tqWUS wm 12 OVAC Ou, AA iliml mM tilb, 1l 

OVA(: Cl= AA IIM1:lalnell1 ti1k:ll an<! the r,vcrall OVAC' 111111 charnpirnship ln 1981. His 
tcll!nl tlso '1,,:,0 ~ ICCtlooal chwnplortships IIOO KVa\ dhtrlct title, v,!lh runerms '°P 
to SU11C 1U1m;m,:nt fuilibc!, hl¢illihtoi tiy the 1987 team whl,;hcar,ture,J the Ohio Clas., 
A Slate WrotlUJi ~-fh11:1 Ci:,:it QflltU Sb:phtmu, the Ohio ems A "Cooch oflhc Yat" ,dectioo. 

Under his tu!dage, (.'.Qi.Iii (Tllihud 29 state pla:c fln:i.WB ilrludmil 1\1,u state chantpi,.:m in! COW11lm 
OVAC n-.imament diamplom. S~'1 o.!ua/ _med rnUll wilh the (:ar.lirols "'";U 10 lntjT=ivc 1-12-111-2. 

Frrtds mmiy corm,1-o.nlr,m lo lb:: if'(lrt ofwre;tling. incl win; unln11 fur m.my ycsr., m the OVAC W=tJin& 
C0111111ittec in! ~ ~IX o( ~~ =iional IIOO distric1 ~ Slejlbc:moo Wat h.:n:n.J with the 
OVAC'1 J"fflgloos ''Mr. Mai A1>.wd" In 199J. H.anuoo CC1"1la.l later~ lbe loog~ ..mdi with th.: 
rattineof5Choxlr,~ruihlin.; m Th:John w. s~ reiur. 

Stqlhcmon recd val libdq:m, in lnduwial Aru anJ Ptt;n.:nl EJua!lm Oun Falrmrni Stale Colq, v.h= 
he: wm Cl!\ NAL-\AJI..Ammcw-1 l\tt:Stler. After~ dmm n., .... ~ =id!, Stq:,hcmm ,cn.-e,l !J:I ruistnn1 
~ at Cadu High School IIOO U-.::0 t,,,;n rnnnru to rrinciPl!I 111 Hmoon Ca\lr.ll. when the dlstrict re,:cga
ni=l In !999 ta"IJ bcmalnwncd Ll::III!. posilirn UllUl 2001. lie Im nbo si:r.fflm p--lrdpitl al Hairuoa HCJ["Cdwc 
Elczncmm)·, Harrlsm Llll.ci-t £.lem,:ntir)· m.l ha:i ticcn Buildiog:'! and OruUllh Supcnisof KIi" the dimlct. 

Rick DeLoca (OVAC 'Family') 

lick Dtt.a {Warren Coruolidated Hiah School, cw., of 1970). ~bly the 
on!y question re@Tllll1jl: Deluca L'l in wru.t ~ of the OVAC hasn't h.e made a 
significant contnnulioo. Whether if~ the artlUOU-'I l:!l5k of compflina the conf= 
stuuling!, serving oo ,'"Jrlow committees, dn·eloping oew ven~. coochlng and 
e;·en reporting th.e event, lrutJu8h the media, Deluca 1w done it all. 

He•~ the ooe who pw IOiether the week.Jr~ in a majority ofsporu in the 
OVAC, including football. \O!leybll.1!, bon and girt,' hu1.i:tbzill and baseball. 

It wu DcLUCI who formulated the OVAC ~ playoffs, 1en·rn11 u the 
director of that event, and who also combined with OVAC Ei.eoitive Secraary 
Tom lutai=l to ~fah the OVAC M= - a lm!ofical look at the cnruer
ent."C, 11.'1 schools and athlete3 throughmrt the year,~ which ll housed In Wes&nco 
~na in \I/heeling. 

Oct~ also 5efvn on the OVAC Volleyball Committee, Im OVAC B~ball Committee, the OVAC 
Boc,<;tm Commlttec and the OVAC SchoLmhip Committee. 

He abo off= - through his DcLUC3 Rwt}' bu-,illeu ,~ - a yearly OVAC Volleyball 
Sd:lolarshlp. 

DeLUC4, who also coached the hisfi 1ebool buehllll temru at Bridgeport fur~ years 1111d Buckeye 
Local for one }'Cl!", i., a ,·etemn of the Ohio V&iley medi:i, woning for mofl! than 40 y~an 11.J a pan-time 
spomv.Titer l!t The Tun~ Leader. Ha was a three-time finalL'lt for Ohio SporW.mter of the Year by 
the Natioru.1 S()Orts-writ?T and Sporua.ster, A.¼ociatian and rccc-h"cd fotv- awards from the Ohio Prep 
Sporu-,,.Titcn ~tion. ~ abo V.TOte wme article, for USA Today in !\ll early yean and ha., had 
SC\'ernl IIOO·,portl mid~ pubfuhed In va:riou3 realonnl and nalonal pnb!icaliom, 

William 'Bill' Davies (Medial 
ttfflllm J. "/fill" Dffla iBamet',ill& HiW1 School, Clms of 19-1-4). A ~gmlle gllllll~ 

who wen muiy haa durina hiJ hfetime, 1t 1\W.ld bl! MS)' to labtl Dalm ~ "'Mr. 
Bt:l=\.iUt~ to lt1.l!lY losidc l!ld mruida Iha wesmn BtJmont County commi.m:ity. hut lt 
WIS lo the m.:dia whm! he made~ hiJ gl'ffiCll impacl. 

Mer cnli1tlu1 in the NavJ dwfu; vhJJ Ww Il and 11en·tna; -.,,,jib the Navy Swtt:i: lo 

r=~i;,~~~ =:~t ~~9~~ Ohio 
A tru11 "old sc-boof' repmcr ..,.ho CUJld fl!Cl!l mmy llil1le'I and r,-eit., at W drop of 

a ha1, lib li~Olli career "1o 'P'fflt tight in lt1s batlyml at The Bamcmlla ~ 
lllltll trh retltemcnI In 199-1, Kn-ing sev=l ycan ai eilltoq:iub!i.lher 'll'hile aw c'OYCf!n.a 

~~Y~ = :li!=.i11ti athletics for Tot Drt~, but lit tlso wu • 
~~~or to the ipJft5 departmentJ &fu Tonn Ludff !o Martlm Fmy m:l The Da:ily Jelfenonlan 

Aioo:li t i-poru-related ewmtls Davies receh~ 'll"etC I Dl5tlngtilibed Sc:rvlce Alrull f!OOI !hi! B.amenille 
w=tlmi ~ in 1991; the Oisttict 12 B11ktball Cu;idie, ~illlon Dutingl.!:l.med Ser.ice Awani ln 1996; 
!ht Ol:tio ~ full off1111e Media Awmi ln 1997: and lnductlm lmn the: Ohio Prep SpomY.nler5 Alwciatioo 
HallofFamo In l'm. 
~ ahi l\'U mnd nob ~illt Amt 6h:::a!m FIUDlm Hall offsne ll l WS; Wl5 rum! ~ille Cil±lm 

ofdm ,,._in 199-1; ~tfwrlnAwwlhm ~(liiaA-m:::im::moiG:umuiir)·~olp;:e,bk."floflJ-. 
~TMate.roitTlldmi::alC~ 

D.av!H was • van!!)' l,ltl:flll!III In football awl b.ut.ethall tn blah $<:hool, and w9 e member of the jOIJ 
n:i..i.aJ..wtnruns ~1 team in the 19--13 Pacific Ol;i:npics. Ht-.,,._,. a~ bcl.etbll! offk-i.tl flX 20 
yesn md HrVro u Ohio Sta.<fau:n btnch teCUrity and u an u:w:ier at~ footbl\ll ~ frtm 1958 until 
the Jffl" of bu ~ lo 2003. 

Charles 'Chock' Watt (Coache,) 
Clurin •a,sct" Jfiitt (Steubenville H"lgh School, C1au of !94~). A main.ruiy of 

Big Red llhletic.1, Coach Wan made hu mark both ai h=J twketl:wl and b.!scball 
=h. 

Ill bclctball, Watt m!lsted Ang Vaccaro before tillna over in 1967 and beginning 
a 21-yC!II ltint u head co.sch. During tbl.t time, he compiled a ltcllar record of 330-
149, I wimd:n& percentar;e oC70. I. 

B~ llro \\'Oil eight OVAC clwnp!on,hlp, under Vian (1971, '7', '78, '79, ·so, 
'81, S6 md '90) and he wu namal the D!strkt 5 Biu.ketbaJJ ('~ A1,,oc111tion 
"Coach of the Year" in eacli ofloo:$e =is while being named OVAC "Coach of 
the Year" in OO!h 1971 and 1990. H1J t=m., won 12 iec\lll!W title:1, ini:luding w.·01 
Jtaiaht Imm 1983 thmush 1990; and c:aptUred fO'.U" district clwnplomhl~ (1970, 
'71, is3 and '90), 

He "'"M Inducted into the Ohio High Scbool BLSktbai[ Coaches Auociatlon Hall of Fame In 1994 and 
into the Dooict 5 Basketball Coache, Awxiatloo Hall of f=-e, 

Watta!5o 1=eded Vaccaro u the Khool'1 hc3d baseball coach, ier,lng in that role from 1965.75 md 
complliog a I 92-il7-4 mart. Hi.J Btg Rrd teams woo t',i,U OVAC c!wnplc,nmfps { 1968 and 1973); three 
~tlonal titles (1%11, '72 and '7~\and 011e di.Witt cml\n (1972). 

He also coached the Steubenville Amerlan 1..eglon Post 33 t=m for many )'= After 1erving as m 
eMlmot to V=o from 1~7-82 before becoming tho manager ln !9113 a!11f porting 1 367-104 recooi, 
locludios ltttc champiomhlp, In 198-11111d 1989. 

Watt"s coacti!AA c:arttr actually bepn ln hi, senior KtWn ~t Steubcm·Olc CoUege wbm he took o,·er 
al mld-=i end" guided a turn that started out 3-5 to a 14-il record to c-am rccOiJ)irioo u the "Most 
hlljlfO\-'ed Team in the Country~ u &:temiined by the Did. Dunkel National R.atins Syil~ 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka comc1a1s) 

John "Slnmky'' Hafo1zka (McKinley Vocational School, Clas~ of 1943). 
A dedicated and colorful in<llvidual who was easily recognizable by his nick
name, Haloszka spem 40 year.i a!! an official in the Ohio Valley, working high 
school games in football, ba.sketbal!, softball, baseball and track. 

He also officiated in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball League which foa
tme<l such players as Ohio State University great~ John ffavlicek am.I Jerry 
Luca.<1 aru1 West Virginia University legends Jerry Wes1 and Ro<l Hundley. He 
also worked many years in the St. Vincenfs Tournament and the Sistmvil!e 
Independent Tournament- both widely-recognized for attracting top collegiate 
players from thnmghout the tri-5tate area. 

He worked a host of West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (SSAC) tournament 
games at the sectional, regional and state levels and also ()fficiateJ in the West Virginia Catho!k State 
Tournament. 

Among the honors Haloszka received were an SSAC SeITice Award at the s:me bu.sketba!l \()Uma
ment ln 1975; an SSAC Meritorious Award for 30 years llfoffidating football am! bl!sketball in 1984; a 
Meritorious Awanl for outstanding service to high school athletics from the Ohio High Schoo! Athletk 
Association (OHSAA) in 1985; recognitlon from the Ohio Valley Boanl of Football Officials for his 
many years of service in 1986; honorary lifetime memberships to the Ohio Valley Iloanl of Football 
Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Board of Buskerba!l Officials in !990. 

He was also honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding ru:hievemems and 
contributions tu hii;h school sports in the area in 1989 and recognized as an honorary official at the 
31st nnnual Rudy Mum!ey OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic in 2002. 

Henry Josefczyk (Athlete 1950s) 
Henry "Hank" Jmeft7;)"k {Yark ville High School, Class of 1956). After five decades, 

he holilil the Ohio Va!!ey re(."(lnl for basketball scoring average for a senior. The 6-foot-6 
center scored IJl97 points in 26 games for a 42.2 per game nonn. He averaged !7.5 per 
game with 728 points as a junior am! his four-year t"tal nf 2JJOI points r.mk!i in the T()p 
15 ill Ohio Valley history. 

An 11-letter Willner - four each in basketball and baseball nnd three in football - he 
Jed the Oucti!!ites tun 22-4 team rt'l."onl as a senior. They Willi the Jefferson County title 
for the second straight year plus the Ohio Class B section and district cmwns including a 
will over an unbeaten Strasburg team before losing lo Orn;.'lin Falb, 62-<,0, in the regional 
tournament. As a senior, he brole the Yorkville single game scoring record set by OVAC 
charter Hall of Farner Ken A!essi by nening 76 p<lints against Sbadyside. a team he aLm scored 60 nn in another 
game. He had 62 against Linsly and four 50-poinl games m average 45.l points for regular 'l<:asiJn. The 76-point 
same is the thinl-highest iu OV history am! came in the final regular season game. a 99-78 win. 

Josefcz:yk wrui selel-red first team All-Ohio, All-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio a,; well wi Chuck Ta}lor All
America tec>tignition by pfaying in the annual North-South All-America Grune in MurrJy, Ky. He alSD played in 
the OhiolW. Va. vs. Kenrncky All·Star games in tlumington, W.Va. W1d Ashland, Ky. 

He reportedly had some 200 college scholarship offers and the senior class preoident and sa!utatorian .elei..'ted 
the University of Dayton. He was a three-year varsity letterman with the Flyers alter pfaying on the freshman rerun. 
In hi8 mphomore season, he was a reserve on !he 25-4 recotU NIT runner-Up terun which lost in overtime to Xavier 
after beating fordham and St. John's. At Dayton, he roi::eived !he firs! John L Macbeth Schnlar-Athlete Award 
in !958. He irrru.tuated in 1%0 in Elec'trica! Engineering and received a master's degree from Case Institute uf 
Technology. fie returned to UD as an instructor for two years, teaching !he school"s first grruluate digitnl computer 
courses. At the time. Dayton wru, one of only fou:rrnlkges tu offer computer rnurnes. lie then joined the busmess 
world. working for 12 years for fnte! C()rp. 

Larry Duck (Athlete 1960s) 

Lllrry Duck (Martins Fercy High Sch""!, Chrns of !962). Wirining and Lmry Duck to 
hand-in-hand. 

The prep gridimn legend Wil.'I ,me of the key pieces in the Purple Riders' wnai.ing suc
cess in the late 1950s mid early 1960s. The punishing and powerful Dud was a three-year 
grid starter for Ferry. 

What is most remarkable about his illustrious grid career was the fact thnt he never Jrn;t 
a game as the Purple Riders wcut J{).(), As a sophomore, Duck starred at middle guan! for 

~!n~,ceir:s~:~,~:i i~i'ttit,~~~ ~,~rn\';f:l~~~'II~ ~t~i~:~t~ti~~ 
<lid nnt go unnnticed as he was first-team ul!-OVAC and cn-captrun of the all-Valky team, 
Dm:l:"s senior year was e,'en more amazins as \Vion's charges rolled to yet another l()-{) 
season. Duck rululed in a myri:ld of post-'l<:ason honnrs. He was named captain of !he all-OVAC and all-Valley 
temra and earned first-team all-Ohio plaudiIB as n fullback. He was runned to the Senior S~hob,tic All-American 
Team while aloo gaimng a spot in the Ohio North-South Al1°Star Game iu Canton. Moreover, he was name,! LIP! 
''Back of the Year"' after averaging 6.6 yanh a carry, sooring 12 toudlliowru; and gaining 9!1 yards. 

The 6 ft., 220-prnmd Duck was no one-1iport woruler,as he was a >tarter in basketball while also e:tc'Clting in trnck. 
He putted the Jihot more than 50 feet and fWirled the di= better than 150 feet, both proilig1ou1 distlnces m that era, 

Duck w:cepted a s~hnlm,hlp to \VVU and subsequently !ed the Mountaineeri;"freshman te:im in mshing. Iii, stay 
in Mmgantown was short-lived a~ he transforred to r-..lemphi• State University. The m<>ve ,vorked out exceptionu!ly 
we!! as Duck started three ye= at middle gllllltl. His teammates rntcd him MVP fol!()wing his lienfor year. Duck 
was also drusen to pliiy in the prestigious Blue-Gray All-Star Game in Alabama, 

Duck"s pmUfic pfay led him to being drnfted by !he Oumdian Fmtball Lc.igue. Ile opted to remain at Memphis as a 
graduate assistant, He returned Jrome and accepted a teaching pn~ition al 1",1artiris Fen)· High in 1970, He spent the nelt 

~=~i,a:w~rea:rfdJ=~~~~;~~nf9~i~ieJ~=·~s~~~:~~~~~ 

Less Browne (Athlete !970s) 
Uss Browne (East Ll11ffP(K.ll High School. Class of !979). From Columbiana County. 

to Colorado, m CWlllda. Brmme was an all-star football player at every stop. 
Bmwne wai a tltree-sp:m: standout at East Liverpool, with football being his forte. 
His grid heruil.-s are highl!ghr.e<l by cight kickoff or punt rerums for toud1d0Ml!I under 

the lareTOO Maley. In his senior year at East Liverpool, Bru¼ne rushed for 992 yards arnl 
swred 56 p:iinrn in earning second-team all-Ohio honors, 

Browne was also a standout basketball pfayer arul Bprimer for the Pntren while also 
nwning the distirictkm of being his senior class presitlent. He wai c!Klsen East Liverpool 
Review "P!ayerofthe Year'' in 1978. 

The versatile b'lit!tler \.1la!I remrited to Oiloradu State as a running back. He quickly and 
seamles~ly made the tr.1n.1ition to defensive back, staning in the Rnnu' se1:undary for three 
years. The 5 ft. I!, 170-pounder led Colorado State in inten:eptions in !980. 

Folkiwing his stellar CD!!egimi: c=r, Browne >igned as a free ngent "'1th !he I lamlltm1 Tiger-Cats in 1984 W1d 
he wasted no time making his presence felt north of the border. He earned all-Eastern arul CFL all-star awards 
as a defensive back iu 1985 and 1986. Browne moved unto star for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers ITOll1 !989-91. 
During the laner t',l.u years, he established CFL records for most inten:eption return yards in a season with 273 
and 267, respectively. After one year with the Ottawa Rough Riders. one in whkh he again led !he league in 
inten;:eption return yanlai:,<e, Bmwne doml out his CFL career with !he British Columbia Lions in 1994. The 
Lions captured !he coveted Grey Cup that season. Browne set league records for most career inten:eptiims (87) 
and most regular-season inten:eptiim rernm yardage (1,508). After his playing I.lays. Bmwne wrnt mi to scn1: 
as an assistant coach in the CFL. 

Halls of Frune are nothing new to Bnmme. He wru; indUL'te<.I inm the Ea5t Live.pool Hall of F= in !993 n.--..1 
he was later inducted into the Canadian Football I lall of Fame. 
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Fred Brnney (Athlete 1940s) 
Fred Bnmey (Martins Ferry High Sc·hool, C\as$ of 1949). An hnnm"'1 football player 

al three levels - high school, m!lege and pm, he etched hi-> name in Purple Rider lore 
as a senior when he led the 1948 team to a 9-().J re~-,:,rd, Ferry was nmked No. 3 in the 
Ohio one-da.s.s poll behind No. l Masslllon (8- l) and No. 2 Cantlln McKinley (9-l). The 
kme tie was a scoreless struggle with unbeaten Triadelphi:i (9-{J.1) played b.-fore IU,961 
at Ferry Stadium. 

After the mid-season tie with dre Triaili, Bmney !ed Ferr}' to wins owr Bellaire. 33-0; 
East Liverpool, 13-7; Steuhem'i!le, 20-0; Lins!y. 35-(); am! M:msfie!d, 6-(). Bruney lifted 

~~!t~:: ~!,~:!.Lt~t~l~ aa1IDi:n~tiU~i ~~ :i~~ =~:~~~ 
ID iu a 6-0 win o,·er stale-ranked Mansfield, Ferry had seven shutouts and allnwcd mily 
19 points, 

The four-year football player. wh1, also played basketball and ran tr.ick. earned All-Ohio horum1 fmm International 
News Ser1ke as well as All·OVAC and All-Ea.stem Ohio recognititln. The triple-threat player led lhe Riders in rush
ing and scoring wlth 97 points plus six TD passes and alsu led the terun in pns~ interceptions and kick returns. 

He went on to Ohio State University where the t,,..~)-way back had 17 pass interceptions - second on the 
Buchye charts, including three in one game. He was n first tcwn AU-Big Ten Omfere= choic-e and played iu the 
East-Wes! Shrine Game. 

Bruney was the 35th overall dr.Ut 0ck, in the lhinl mund, by the Oevelaud Bmwns in 1953 and played ~ix 
years in the NH. "'ith the San Franmco 49ers, Pinsburgh Steelers and Los Angeles Rams. Fmm !%0-62, he 
pfayetl in the upstart AFL with the B<l.stBn Patriots and twice eumed AFL A!I-Star status. lie ended with 15 pm 
pass inten.1:ptions. 

lie then ser,-ed 35 years a.1 an NFL assistant coach with the Phil:ldelphia Eagles. Atlanta Falcons, lhmpa Bay 
Bm,caneers, New York Giants and Irnl,an,ipo!is Colts. When he retired in 1997. he had the loosest tenure mi a player 
and roach in pm football. 

Bruney was the Urper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan O,..Man of the Year in 198! along "'ith OVAC Hall of Farner 
T"m Keane and was mducied inm the Ci!}' of Martins Ferry Hall of Fame in 2009. 

Don Sutherin (Athlete 1950s) 
D,m Sutheri11 (T<)DJnto lligh Scho<1l. Class of 1954). A three-sport. 12-letter Wirlller for 

!he Red Knights. he camcdAll-Ohio.A!l-OVAC,AII-VaHey 1111dAH-Eastem Ohin football 
hom1rs as a senior when he sc·ored 19 ofTomnto·s 24 TDs and accounted for 74 nfthe Red 
Knights' 95 first dmvns in u 5-4 record seasoa. 

The 185-puund IW(,..Way back-kick returncr•puntcr-kkker scored 129 points nnd 
acrnunted for :!,355 yards for mi avernse of 250 yards a same. He rushed for 1,1)22 
}':uili and passed for 833 yards. On defense, he returned twn of four pass interceptions 
for scnres. 

He also kd the Red Knights In a 16-2 regular season blshtba!l re<."<lnl, the ,cc-,md best 
mark in sc·h<l(>l hist"ry at that time. 

He earned a football scholarship to Ohio St:ite University and lettered all three varsity 
seasons as a two-wa>' back-kick rctumer-kkhr-punter on two Big Ten Conference title 
teams. A1 a ~cnillr, on a 9-1 rec(>n! team, he kicked the winning 34-yard-field which decided a 10-7 Rose Bow! 
vktory nverOregnn. 

Drafted in the eighth mund by the New Ymk Giants, he started a 13-year pnl career as a defensive hack
placckkker. He played two seasons in the NFL. with the Giants and Pittsburgh Steelers and played 11 years in 
the Canadian Football League with Hmni!ton, Ottawa and Toronto, 

A perennial CFL.All"Star, he played in eight Grey Cup title games in 10 years and was on four championship 
teams. \\"hen he retired, he was the all-time owring leader in the CFL. and held 18 CFL. records. He nfoo served 
as a CFL. scout and assis;tant c:mch frum !981-91. 

In 1992, he was inducted int<> the CFL Hall of Fame, He also is inducted intti the Torunl(J High School and 
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halls of Fame. He resides in Harrville. Ohio, where he taught at Lake High 
School arul senred as football coach before retiring in 1997 

Joe Niekro (Athlete 1960s) 
Jue Nfrkro (Bridgepm1 High School, Class nf 1962). The younger half nf the rnmt 

successful brothers pitch in~ tandem in Major League Baselm!I history. Joe c.u-ved his pm 
niche after distinguishing himself on the m()und at the prep and collegiate level!. 

Niekn> po<.'keted 221 Major League wins as he und older brother Phil teamed for 539 
victmics, i!ill the professional high water mark. 

Hls athletic feats took root at Bridgeport High, where he was more than just a pitching 
Jitandout. Niekru, in addition to his baseball acrnlade~, Wil.'I an all-OVAC ba;ketball player ul 
the Kirkwmd·basct! schtJo!. Niekn, was a major player in the Bulldogs capturing three straight 
Oas~ AA baseball sectional and ilistri~'l tl!les, the largest cfoss ill Ohio at dUII time. 

He dmed uu1 his prep career in stellarfa.«hion, mssing a no-hi!leragains! Martins Ferry 
in the ijecti()nal semifinals. He was honored as an all-Eastern Ohio baseball selection. 
Baseball had no 01/AC AJ!,Star team at that time, 

Following his successful Bridgeport tenure. the Blaine resident matriculated to West Liberty State College 
where played both baseball and basketball for lhe Hill topper;. Niekn, helped pitch the Gold & Black uflesend
ary Coach Genrge Kova!ick It! !he 19(H. NAIA national title. 

llis cnllegiate fetes helped propel Niekni In a :!2-year 1\-faj(>f League career. He pi((:hed for !!even teams dur
ing his career, with ! I seaS(llll as a member of the Houston Astms. He wun 21 game!! for the Astms in 1979 
and followed that with 20 more vii;t()ries in 1980. 

During the !979 campaign, he made the National League AU-Star tcrun. leading the seniorcin:ui1 in wins and 
shutouts (5). He won the Sporting News Pitcher of the Year Award and was runner-up to Bruce Sutter in the Cy 
Young rnting. Niekr" pitched in nne \\br!d Series, that coming in !987 witb the Min11esot3 Twins. foe hit one 
major league home run. that cuming off bm!lier Phil in 1976. 

Niekrn died Oct. 26, 2006 after suffering a brain aneurysm, but his legacy !h'es on through The Joe Niekro 
Foundation created by his only daughter, Natalie. The foundation·• pmceeds are donated to various hospitals in 
W1 elfort m expand nneurysm treatment and research. 

Mike Wright (Athlete 1970s) 
Mike Wright (Wellsville High School. Oas~ llf 1976): Rcganled a.~ one of the most ver

satile athletes i11 a traditlon-rii:h school, Wright et<:hed his name in the Tigern' frKJtba!l am! 
basketball record boob 

Writht starred nt quarterback for three years and also WM a four-year starter at point t11ard 
for Coach Bobby Daw:mn·s hoop jugJ,'Cmaul. 

The 6 ft. 3, l HS-pound du:il-threat 9uarterback guided the up-river Tigers to their best three
year run in school grid hist<,rv, mmr.i!ing a sparl,;.Jing 24-6 can!, highlighted by a sch""!-hest 
9-1 ledger ill hisjwiior year. \.\'dlsville went H-2 in Wrighfs senior year. with both ble:inishe:s 
hy a single point. Wright wru, a IWlrtime all-OVAC first-team homm.'C while also garnering 
all-District honot11. He was mie oflhe valley"s moor prolific gridders, iM'Umnlatlns 1,218 yards 
in total offense and 15 IDs. 

~~ri;~:r::h~ :;:;;,t~J::i~:.,:i 1:ieh~h~°n'!\ers "'iiming 18 of 2J games, 1,•00.l for Class AA seL'linnal mill 
district champion>hip.i. As a s\lplmnmre Wright, combining craftiness with ath!elimm, sparkled ill a 21-1 seas<m, 
which !l!W the Tigers _g:,in the Nu. I ranking in the UPI poll. \Vellsville followed Iha! with llil OVAC Class AAcham-

pi~~e~t!ri~j//:t!';e~':t~k~t~ ~~:n ii: n~~:\tJ1~=;~ i:;~!~lhe UPI poll. 
Wright led Wellsville to its first-ever state tournament berth, The spotless Ti;,,crs foll to Daytun R(llh in the stale 

tourney wmlfinals. "The season al.so saw the Columbiana Counlians f"JCket anotherOVAC Class AA t:nl"'n. Fm his 
efforts. Wri 0 ht was named Ea.stem District '"Player of The Year·• whil~ garnering s=1rul·team all-Ohio hmmn fmm 
the Assr,dawd Pres1 and thin.I-team al!-smte plaudits from UP!. The t,,..o-time aU-OVAC pick was muned c~ptaln of 

the w1J~'ii~~= ~fl!:!il':U~i::~~ht<~~:,~~~~;;~~ §!15
tl:=." Wright landed the starting quarterback 

jobfos JWli\lf year, passing for more than l ,800 yank He foUnwed thal with more than ! .10.1 passing yards as a !il.lni,w 
"hilz eammgnl\.Mld America., Conferent--e honor.. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete 1980s) 

Mtliua Jlammmul (Sha<ly~ide High School, Cb.~s of 1989). This funm.-r L:llly 
Tigc-r was a Mamlnut in threc ~pons during bcrpn:p c·ar1:1:r, hut it 1.va~ ba.lkc!hall whc,'TC 
she iJlined llIB brightest 

Hammond was a four-year k1tcr,,,;nncr for the Lruly Tiger:; v.hn Wl'lll cm!o a 
four-year c·an:cr al We.it U~rty Slate College, etching lu..,: name into history at bi:~h 
!>d11-.:1!s. 

Al ShatlysiLk:, l!ammoml was_a prnlifk ,,hmtcrcn mute to her school:rcconl 1..516 
poinis. She drained l 12 threc•p,.nnt_goals. Ikr_46 poinL1, as ajurrior, dunng ma game 
ai;ainsl Hud,cyc Nrn'lh is also mps m ;clud h1,t11ry. 

During her junillr M:a.\lm, lfammnnd OOCTU11e just the oecoml female in Ohio Valky his1nry w an:rag~ at Jea,t 
~O points a game at 30.2. Silt: was more than a scorer, however, as 1he avcrag~'ll 9.l rehuunds, 6.2 assim, 5.0 
s!cah and dri!kd 67 three-point goals. 

As a M.--nior, l!ammornl avcrngcd 28 I p11int.1 a game arul Wa.!l named all-Ohio Divisi1m IV State l'la}-cr of!hc 
Year by Ul'L She al,;u avcrag~'U 9.5 rehound,, 8.l ,t1.1isrs, 6.5 s1cab, shot 48 pcn:cnt fmm !he fin()J, 80.1 p:rccm 
at 1hc line am! 58 pcn:l'lll fmm thrce•point range. 

!Lumn,mtl was named si.>cond•temn all.{lhio hy The Ass.iciatcd l'rci.s twice am! "as sdci:tcd to !he Ohi,, 
Nonh•Somh Al!-Srar Game. She wa.~ captain ,if the a!HJVAC team twi(.-e, 

H.m11mmtl al:i<> <lnuhk,I as a ;oil hall player antl lhmwer for the trrl t,:m1t 
She earned four lc!!CTS in i,oflball am! lhrce more in track. She was :m a!l-OVAC lin;t learn 1ck<:1i1m lhn:c times 

in sollball um! uncc an aJl.()hioan. 
In track, ,he was an all-Eastern Dislric1 JU{LITTIJ(.'I in !he sho1 put arul discus 
Al Wc>t Uhclty, I lulmrKirul was a four-year ba.,k,:tbal! starter. She sc1m:tl 2,150 points from l 9\10·93. which is 

;till !he Wes! l.ib!."!1y J"C(."llrd an,! !hinH,eSl in WVIAC his!Ory. Hammond, "ho alsn s!afrct! in !.<lftball al Vl-1~<;C, 
was the secoml fem.ale athlete to be indoctcd m the Wc,t Libt..'Tly Sports Hall nf Fame. 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990s) 
Joanna Bernabei (Wdmm Madonna High Schoo!, Class nf 1993). 1bis_ fumier 

Laily fl!ui.' llon wm; one of the nm.11 pmh!lc and unsdfo,h baskc!hall playcrn lmm !ht! 
Ohio Valley. 

lkrnabei hdfl',.--d to guio:fu Ille Lruly Blue lllmS 111 lhrce ~lraight state town:nm.'llt appear• 
am.·es and, during her senior se.151m nf 1992, 1-!ail(mna bmlfl\ht home the schr~,r~ scumd 
!slate diampiomhip with a brilliant 24·1 record. 

During ma, 1992 Calllp:!ign, llcrn:ibei avL-ragcd 175 points, ~ix rclxrurul~, &L'Ycn assists 
aruJ five steals per game while surpassing 1hc !,(XXJ..point murk. All m!d, she finii>hc,,I her 
pn.'P can.'Cl" with 1,002 points and more than 500 can.."\.'I asoisls. 

Aller her SL'llior seas,,m, Bcrnahd w;i.1 named captain uf !he West Vll]inia Gass A All
State learn and captain of!hc DVAC Class A-AA West Virginia !cam when basketball was a 
fall sport. She alm cmnpc1cd in both 1he OVAC and North-South all--s1.ar games. All told, lk'fl1ahci 1,v;i.1 a tl"uw-linll! 
all-stater, She was a scmnd team choice as a wphnnmre arul a fim team selccti1m as a junior. 

While ba.1kl:thall was wlu..'fC lkrnabd made her 11:arl,;, she also cx~dkd for Ma<lonna in !rad;. and fidd !VI wdl 
as tennis. earning !c1tcrs in each spon. In [9<)3. llcm.abci llrrnJg.ht t1>.u i;old medal> h<.mic fmrn !he West Virginia 
stale track meet. She was a pan ol lhc winning 4x1(XJ..mclcr _n:lay as wd! as the winning shunlc hunl!c n:fay. She 
ran a leg on the suuc runmor-up 4~ HKl•mctcr rd3y !cam. Dunng 1hc 1991 tcnnLi M:.'.!Mm, llemahd was a pan uf an 
OVAC.winnini: dnubles team in tennis, 

lkm.abci c(m1plctcd her ili.,gree in !997 fmm Wcsl Lil>:n)'. State College. During 11<."l" _curet."l" wllh the Ludy 
Jlill!oppcrn, ~he i:mrcd !.317 points and finished will\ 1, !07 asmts, which fa !he NCM 1Jiv1sion II r.x:lml. During 
her ~enior sca.11m. lkmahei was nmni..>d \VVIAC l'laycr oflhe Year arul Dil-iskm II All•Amcrican alkr helping to 
kad V.1 ~'iC to a NCAA fo11marncn1 appc=. _She was tuU!ll!d first team all-ctmfcn:ncc in the WVIAC a!l hJUr 
vcar.; and was indurtOO t(J the Wc"'i! JJbcny Alhkuc llall ofFmnc in 2{Xl2. 
• llcrrol-,:i entcm.l the mach.ing ranks at Wcsl Virginia We,1<.,-·an. She was thLw for a year arul ha.~ a!1«1 wm-led at 
Eastern Kcntucl,', West Virginiaarul !he UnivCTSi!y of Maryland when: ,he ""n a na!itmal cl!ampion,hip ring as an 
US1,i/,tam rnad1 and n.•cruiling t:Dordinamr. 

Class 
of 

2011 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Richard 'Dick' Thumes (OVAC 'Contributor) 
Richard "Dick" Thurner (Benwood Union High Schllol, Cla~s of 19-tfi). During 

a l7•}Car career us a head f1x1thall co.u:h al lhn..'C diffrrcnt &pms, TI1umcs won an 
imprc.1,i\·e 75 ~rccm 11fh11 game$ ( ! IZ-36•7). E\·cn more i1uprcssivc. however, was 
the facl thut !iw 'Tbnmt:s•rnachctl teams pmwJ undckalcd n,cnrd,. 

Hi~ fim ~top was Camenm High S,h1~il. where he cumpikd a ihn:c•ycar mad 
of 18-6-L high.lightc.l by an unhcatcn (7-0-1) team in !956 which was ranked N11. 2 
among West Virginia small i;chon! teams. 

Thurncs th.en moved on t,1 Wam:n C,msulidatctl High School, r,crving m; head coach 
for!~ year. {19.'\8-69) arul po~ting a 78-2fr•6 murk. His teams put together unbeaten 
seasons in 1961, 'C.2, '64 and '67, 1hc first three nf tho5e 1cmns won OVAC Class A 
championships while ail four were Ea&tem Ohio Alhktic t..cague lingpins. 

Alier swpping aside for a rnup!e nf ;-ear:5, hf rcmmed rn coach lhc new!y-c"nsolidate\) Bu~kc;·c -~t)U!h 
!ligh in its ftrnl 1wn seasons (1972• 73), pornng a c,,n1hint'tl 16-3· 1 record. 

He rc,.·d1ul l.Cl1.'t'lli "Cuachuf!hc Yero" awards, from !he \\11<.'l!ling lntdlii;=er in 1964; The ·nmcs Leader in 
1%7: arul the Eastt:m OhioAthktic League in 1961, '62, '65 and '67; arul 1licAI' Ea>.tcm Distri<.1 in 1%4 and '67 

·1humcs was also the m:ipic-nt "f 1he Bdrminl Hills Coumry Club\ ~71h Annual Ach.ic1·enl<!nt fwthall 
C"achcsAward in !96~ arul the Upper Ohio Valk)' Dapper Dan Gub·s OutMandin_gAchicwment Award in [967. 

He was inducK>d inlo the Ohm V~llcy r,m1ha!l CtMches Asr.ocia!ion Hall ut Fame in 1985, 
Timmc~ v.-a~ abo a !ong .. timc as1iatanr haslcibal! coach m fellow C)VAC ffal! of Farner fknr;· J,:iza,1 and 

h~ uho wache,I ba~ball, !rack antl golf al 1:uiuus limes duting his career. 
In high school, Townes was a three-year kllcm1an in f1x11hal! as a centcr·lincbackcr, gaining 1hird !cant 

al!-W~•l Virginia rc-cugnitilm and first team all-OVAC hDnun;. 
He went nn rn play at \\bt J,ibaly Stale C,ilk'ge in Ille .. Golden Era" of Co:ich foe !Jart_dl. staning at 

center on iwo umk!catctl lcams and playing m the l'y1bi()n Ilrml and 1he Smoky Mnuntmn Howl. both 
llillmppcr vi~mric3. 

Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 1980s) 
Jrfj .'iweitzer (Brnok.c High Sch()(1l. Cius, of 1987_). This former Bruin was once 

dcsmbcd by his high school coach, l¾lul "Bud" Jll!hanl, a.~ Ilic bcsl pbycr he ever 
rnachcd. "· """"" 

Hc·s dcfinitdy one oflhe mo;l dccnrntc.! Ilruins !() cnmc from lhc storied pmgram 
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpin 

Swcittcr helped kad lhc Uruim lo back•to--back appearances in lhc \\ht Virginia 
state champinn,hip game as a quancrback tlurfog hi, junior and ,cninr seasons. He 
was a four-year mainsrny for lhe pmgram, spending time as a running back, ddcn
slvc back and kid. returner before shifting to quarterback. 

As a senior, when the llruins fini:;hei.l l l •2 as the mile runner-up, Swcil1cr set an 
Ohio Valley rcwrd for torn! yardage wilh J,399. Jk alw accountci.l for 36 touch
dnwns. Of his yardage total. he had 2,203 pa;oin~: 674 rushing and 5~2 on kick returns. 

After !hat senior ,cas11n, Sweitzer. whn also ;hmed in baseba!I for the Bruins, repeated on the first !cam 
al!-statc ~quad and wm; named lhe captain of lite offcmi\'C unit. He wa.,; also runner-up for the Kennedy 
Awnnl that season. He wa:, twice named all-OVAC und all--Va!lcy and was the Galorai.lc State Player of the 
Y~ur. He was also listed in the l'SA foday as West \-1rginia !'!ayer of lhc Year and an hunornhle mcntinn 
to the pap,..-r's All-American Team. 

Sweitzer !hen accepted a scholarship tn the University of Akmn. As was the ca.~c at Bmokc, Swducr 
began as a kick returner and running buck before becoming the quarterback for his final lwu scamns. 

In twn years. Sweitzer passcJ for ~.744 which is 10th 1m Akmn·s career li,ting. He passed for 1,599 
yards as a junior. 

Kyle Rose (Athlete 1990s) 
Kyle Ruu (RiVL'I High Sdux1l, Cla.-;s of 1990). This thm:·~p<ITT l'ik>t athlete WilS a itandoul 

on aruJ otT the lidd dunng his four yrarn in Hannibal, earning four letters in baseball m go akmg 
with three kttLTI each in wre~lling arul football. 

lla.schal! was 1>.lu..'tl' R,l',t' !ll:ldc Im p=m:e fell for the Pilot,. He was a fnur--ycur mainstay 
al catcl!cr and in the l!can ufthe l'i!u1s' baning onlcr. He baucl .166 as a freshman, .473 as 
a !.<:iphomorc, 50'.J as a junior am! ..536 as a i;cnim en mute m two OVAC l'la)-'cr of !he Year 
awanis. As a sophomor~. Rose had an nn•hase fl',.-'11.:Clltage of .695 and he wa.~ 40--uf-42 stealing 
bases. 111:u mark is ~till an Oh.in Vall~y Mandan!. All m!d, he hit 13 home run\ and tlmvc 76 
runs, but mi.,~ ll games as a senior after a lxrut with mnno 

After his St:J1i()J can1paign, he was name<.! firsHcmu all·Oh.io. al!•E;i.stcm Districl, all--UVAC 
arul al!-Val!cy. lk playOO in hnth the Ohio arul OVAC all-star games, 

In football, R,:n,c played tailh&;k for !he Pilots and radci.l up al! ,;orts of yanlai,:c and a h.osl ofhunm~. As a senior, he 
was first team all--Eastcm Dlslric!. all--OW,C an\) all--Valk.'Y afu.-r rushing for 8(X) yanl~ arul s.1lring eight tow:Mnwns 
For his career. Ro!it: amassed 1,531 yanl.!; and !4 lnrn;hthmns in three =on,,. He was alt., a rkknsivc ~tamlnut with 
18.1 total rackb, six sacks, four inlL'!U'p!iorui and sewn fumble n.1err.1:rics. 

I Its 1,1,n:s1ling career dtdn't t-cgin until he W.1!1 a sophmnnre, but he picl.Td it Ujl quickly. As a ~oph. he fini~hOO 15- !2, 
but turnt,-d l! on as a junior arul went 27-8. He wa.~ fourth at till! ( lVAC Wrestling fourna:<lll'llt and ailvaru.-eJ Hi the Ohlo 
Dislrict r,rommtll'!lt. He fully anivt:d in his grappling career a\ a scnk1r. l'osting a 36-3 record. Ro5e udvancei.l lt) the 
OVAC Jinafa before falling. He llli.'ll 1111n 11!c scetinnal and distric1 titles at 151 poumls to qualify lo !he state 1,rurnarncnt 
where he advana.'tl to !he finals arul s,.,>tllcd for !he sill-er mt.-dal. He finished ¼i!h a 78•23 n,cnnl. 

While tm,·ing pk'!lt)' of opti,ms abnut continuing his athletic career at 1he '-"lkgiale level. Rtr.;e acc('\lt(.>d a scholar
!.hip m ~krct.'I Cnlkgc in C,co1zia ln play hascbal!. !'laying in cn.'T)-' game ;i.~ a trc~hm;m, Kyle b:ittcd .294 and was 
chosen as cimfcn,'Jl(.'e freshman of !he vcur. Howcwr. hi, carec'f and Ilk underwent a L1ud mist tm Dec. 12, !'191 
wht~n he wus inrnh"cd in a rnr accidcm."Rosc suJ'\-·iwd, hut i3 umfincd tn a wheelchair as a paraplegic. Aft..'ISfl',.-'llding 
si.t mtmtlt, in and out of siw.:c-rics and !hcrapics, Rnsc went hack m school at Ohio Uni1,•cn.l1y Eastern fur !M! years 
and then, in 1994, cnmlled ai \\bt Libcrly State College \.\here l!c latcr earned his dcgn.,c in St..oermllary ~-ducatinn in 
malheJna!ics. In J9CJ8, Rose was hin..'tl at hl.'; pn.:p alma mater as a math tcachl-"l". He·s alw ;incc earne,I hi~ master's 
degr,x fnim "larygrm~ Cullcgc. lfa handicap d1,ln"t prc\'Cnt frt~n staying innilved in ipons as he w;i.~ named hcail 
baseball coach of hls alma mater in !998 arul he hcW the p<l/\l until 2!XJ7. He !c-d the Pilots In !he OVAC l!lle in 2lXJJ, 
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Charles E. Petty (OVAC 'Family') 
C/wrleJ E. Petty (Pomm1y High Sch<hil). 'The emir~ Ohio Valley A!hktic Confcn:nce 

owes a debt of gratitude to Pwy antl lh.c mil.er dgbt "Founding Fathers.". 
Little did that small gmup kmJW hack in 1943 when they hmughl together 20 scho()l3 

fmm holh sides of1he Ohio River 1tia1 they W()U!d estabfah uhat woulr! become (as of 
2011) a 5(hchno! bi-state conference, regarded by most M the largest functional high 
sch"1,l cnnfrrencc in !he nation 

TI1e original (WAC mcmhcr ~chooh indudci.l Bellaire, Follamhcc: Un.!}". Man_in~ 
Ferry, Moundsville, 1'm1-hn1an, Shadyside. St. John Central, Stcuhem·ilk. S!cuhcnvdk 
Catholic Ccn!rnl, Tiltomvil!e,_ Triadelphia, Union. Warwmxl, Weir, Wdlshurg, West 
Liberty, Wheding, Wheeling Central Catholic and Yorkville. 

l'cuy was a key cog in Ille OVAC in its curly years. scrl'ing as !he fir.I o!Ilcia! 
executive secretary for n }Cars fmm 1944-56, longer 1han anyunc has hccn in lkU {l<1sition CXL't.'Pl for Sam 
Munilcy tu 1his pnin!. 

!'cay coucl!cd the pre•OVAC tmys' track pmgram at ·nfadclphia High School, winning the 1\41 West 
\'irJinia nnc•cla.1.1 dmmpion:.hip a!kr fimshmg_ as n.rnncr-up four times and pl_anng third twice. 

Aficr coaching and teaching nm1hcma1ics at J"riaddpbiu High., he served bncITy wi principal ul Woodsdalc 

i~~k~~~!lf~;,!~h 1~~)~1/t~11. ;-1n;ts"~~i)~ir r~~::
1tl~!~i~~)!· iht~;~\C C\~t11

iXXi:fti!
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~~~tla ~i~~h~!~ 

He alsn rnachcd track an<.! wiai~ted in football al l.insly. 
He scrYCd as Meet Di_n:cwr for ~e1~rJ! years at one nf the Ohio Valley's premier hi~h school tra,k mccls at 

Triadelphia - The !ntdhgcnccr Rdoys - which had a three decade run before cm!rng m 1hc 1950s. 
Petty tl!cn mmed lll St. l\:tcrnhurg.11orida in !he summer 1,r 1956 an\) taught in junior high until he passed 

away al age 57 in 1%3. 
!lorn in 19116 in Ripley. W. Va., he oaduatcd frum l'mncmy ((1_hio) High School: attended the llnivcr:.ity 

nf Florida for two years and graduated fmm the Unilen;ity of Illmui3. lie recdwtl a master's degree frum 
1he University uf l'iasburgh. 

John Kirker (Media) 
John D. Kirker (Wellsburg mgh S,·hon!, Clu~s of !934). Horn in !'ollanshce is 1911. 

Kirker\ !ir.;t taste l!f the newspaper husinc~s came at !he old Wcl!:,hurg Dally !lcral,l 
as a high ~cholll Mullen!. He wmw spnns and was c\'cmual!y lhc managing editor of the 
raper when he k1i for !he Army Air Corps in !94~. 

Upon his discharge fmrn the senice in 1946, he hcg_an a 29-ycar run (!946-74) as 
sports cdlmr nf"!lic lkrn!d•Slar newspaper in Stcuhcm·1He un!i! mm'ing imo the news 
depanmcnl us a tli:;trict edimr for Ille remainder of his rnr~cr. He was the !ongc,t
M.ning spnrts editor in the newspaper'~ him,ry. rnvcting all high schu,,l sports as well 
as local college spons aml summer ncms 

lie was inducted into the Unil"ersity of Stcuhelll'illc Sports !fall or Fame in 19H l; 
the Ohio Prep Spom Writer.; Hall \lfFame in 1988; an\) the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Hall of Fame in 1989, 

Kirker was a memher of scwra! high school all-Mar selection cmnrnittccs, including lhnsc chn<:1sing lhc 
All-Eastern Dlstricr and All•Ohi11 teams. 

lk alw sc1>c<l as an cmwc at numemu.1 lurnl spmts functiuns and was a ring announcer at llx:al hming 
events. 

Fnr Kirker. harness r,1dng was a ~rinnal passinn. He owned :ind trained 17 hm,;cs f<1r many rears, rcgu-
lurly unending 1he Litlk Bmwn Jng e,·cnl in Ddaware, Ohio, and rnnttihuting numcmus anides In 1·arious 
hamc~s ra-ing puhlica!lons. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
C.R. (Dick) Dei (Coaches) 

C.R. (Dick) Oei (Wheeling Centrnl High School, Class of 1959). He was the 

=i%~~~1f~3,~~gfi1:::vl~~3[\19~JJ9t,1Ctr;;;rrir: ~~\!~i~~\0tfAt ~ii~~ 
4-A championships and finished secoml three times: W(m nine West Virginia Region 
titles an<l captured lhree Wc~l Virginia Class AM stale championships while finish
ing as !he runncr"up twice. 

Un<ier the guidance of Dci, wlm cn.:u:hcd 2~ AU-America tr.1Ck honurccs during 
his career, Park km only two dual meets in 13 sea.ions. 

He was named \\bt Virginia Tmck Coach uf the Year on two occasion~ and the 
Ohio Valley Tmck Coai:h of the Year hy The Intelligencer twice. 

The cuach eMab!ishcd one of the area's top inl'itntional ll\Cl'tS - the Pepsi P.uk C!a~sic - which was lak-r 
rcnametl ttie Dick Dei Tr.li:k Classic. He <lcsigned Wheeling Park's all-weather truck facility an<l is rcspornihle 
for implementing the first phmo-ckctric timing system at a West Virginia high school, with !'ark's system 
originally used at the West Vuginia Stali.l meet in Owkston. He ser\'eLI as dminnan of the OVAC Track 
Committee anLl the OVAC Track Championships; West Virginia Region Meet Llirccmr; a nicmber nf the W~st 
\'1rginin Stare Track Meet Commiuee; and was a prcsemcr at 1hc WVU Tmck anLI Fidd Cllnic. 

Dci reu.ived the RA. Thum Awanl in 1990 fur West Vlll)inia tr.ick Scr\'in: and Contributions; arnl was lllllnctl 
the OVAC Cal Gif!In Trad Of!Icial of the Y<W in 1995. He 1vas alsi.1 honoICd by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Out, and 100 W.VJ. Spmts Writers Association. 

Dei was imluctctl intn the V,'hcding !~.uk Athletic Ha!! uf Fame in !998 and the West !Jbeny State College 
Hall of fame in 2()()5. 

Dei played football at \Vhccling Cen!r.i.l and W~'it l.ibcny and came<.! a master's degree from West Virginia 
UniVt:n;ity. !fo t,cgan a 39-year tcJ!Ching{cooching carccr in 196.'i at Bellaire High, !>Crvmg as head !r.ick cooch 
and =istant in loo!hall He also cr,achcd as a football assistant at Martins Ferry; head foo!hall roach al Adena; 
and head ftxllball and tracl; coach al Wheeling High. He also l!Crved as defensive mmlinatur lll Ikthany Cnlkge 
in 1980, helping the Bison to an JI.CAA Di\'isinn Ill p!aynITbcnh. He ~scd away in 2007 lll the age of(ii. 

Plennie Clutter (OffidalsJ 
Ple1111ie Clutter (Wheeling High School, Class of 1943). lk r.mb among lhe best 

offida!s nfa!J.time in the Ohio Valley, spending 30 years as a fllmba!I referee and 25 
y= as a basketball official. 

Clutrer·s officiating career began at the urging: of the late A. Wilson Murray, a 
charter member uf the OVAC }foll of fame in the uffidals' category, and he worked 
his way up fmmjunior varsity games to the wpofthc officiating wnrld in hmh spons. 

He earned assignments ltl work four West Virginia stale high school football 
championship games amJ three stale basketball tournaments. 

Dutter oflkiatcd numerous sectional llild regional tournament games in West 
Virginia and workcd several OVACA!I-Star Football G/llltes. He was ill so sdcctc,l ai 
the referee in the 1982 Ohin Norlh-Soulh AU-Star Guinc. 

He is an Honorary !Jfe Member of bo!l1 the Ohio Valley Ba1kctball O!fi.cials and Ohio Valley r,xitball 
Officials or;anizations. He was the recipient of the Robert Dawson Officials Awani at the OVAC llaske1hall 
Oassk in 2{J05. 

Outler also worked fo01ha!l and ha1kc!hall games ln the Wes! \'1rginia lntcrcol!egiate Athletic 
Conference. 

As an athlete. Outler was an al!-We.st Virginia sclcc!ion in fnmba!I and ba,kciball at Wheding: High. As 
a senior, he was named the all-~!n!C rnptain and bl the Wi!d<:ats to Ilic state haskcthal! champitmshlp under 
cnach V. Everett Brinkman. 

He wns o/Tcred a football scholarship tn the University of Alahama, he entered the Na~·y during World 
War JI. He played one year with the Philadelphia Naval Base team, and then after fulfilling his nlilitary 
ohligati()n, he played professional baskt:lha!I in England. When he rflumOO home, he was sckctt'tl to play 
in the 1946 OVAC All•Slar Footha!! Game. 

Bob Jeter (Athlete. 1950s) 
B11b Jeter (Weir High Schoo!, Class of 1956). Possibly che most prominent 

name to bridge the transition from segregated ~cbools into integrated etluca
tion in the Ohio Valley. He was a multi-sport stantlout at segregated Dunbar 
High School in Weirton through his junior season of 1955. With integration 
in West Virginia, he finished at Weir High School and became the first black 
athlete In be rccugni:wd on the All-Slate foutha!I selection~ by the W. Va. 
Sports Writers Association. A two-w11y hack, be was ii third te;im choice. 

In his one season at Wdr High, he helped the Rt.'U Riders to an 8-1-1 record and 
the OVAC Class M tillc. 

Recruited by the University of Iowa, he became a three-season two-way 
regular, As a senior, the All-Big Ten hunnrcc set a Rmc Bowl rushing record in 1959 whi~h lasted 
two decades before broken by USC's Marcus Allen. Jeter rushed for 191 yards on only nine carries 
and scored on a record 81-yard TD run in a 39-14 win over California. 

After being selected m play in the East-West Shrine Game, he was tl1c No. 2 draft choice or the 
Green Uay l'w.:kcrs in (960 but opted to play in the Canadian football League with the Vanrnun:r 
B.C. Lions and the Hamilton Tiger Cats for twt1 seasons. He then joined the Pw.:kern as a ddcnsive 
hack-wide receiver and played in thn.'C stmi~ht NH. wi11ning championship flames and started Lhe 
first two Super Bowl games for the winning 1~.ickcrs in !966 and 1967, An A I-Pro twice and a Pru 
Bowl selection, he played eight NFL seasons and finished his can::er by playing three seasons with 
the Chicago nears. 

A member of the W. Va. Sporu Hall of Fame and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, 
he was the 1970 Dapper Dan Man or the Year. Jeter died in 2(X)8, 

Rick Boron (Athlete. 1960s) 
Rfchnnl L Buron (S!. John Central High School, Clas~ of 196.'i). I-le was a thn:e

spon pcrfo=r for the Figh1ing Irish, but it wa.'I on lhe gridiron where he gained 
national recognition. 

lfonm blossomed under 1hc 1Ulelage of Coach Dao McGrew into a lwo-way ,tar as 
a senior. The multi-talented griddcr scored 126 points as a senior while rushing for 
698 yanis 1m ju>t 91 curries. He also hauled in 28 passes for 563 additl\lnal stripes. 

es;~~~
1ill~~~: b~k~\~~c~s~i~/~fnfd~~~~\i~~ ~n~~~1~7s~::~ ~[;,~~1~:;J 

a punt 88 yarJs for a ID. McGrew, a funner Purdue and prnfcssiona! griddcr, called 
Bomn "the he,t ddcnsil'c back I ever saw." 

for his senior cxp!oils, Uoron wa~ named to the prcsligious l'amde Mr1ga~foe 
AH•Amcrica High Schoo! Fombal! Team. He was also a lim team a!I-OVAC, all
Eastern Ohio llild AP all-Ohio bonoree.Bomn u!so lettered four years in haschal! at SJC and iwo seas"m 
in baskt:tha!l. 

He turned down un "rrcr to play at Notre Dame und instcmi accepted u schn!arship fmm Coach !lo 
Sehcmhech!cr to play at Miami \lfOhio. Jt was a dcdsion llomn nc,·cr regretted. He was a three-year regular 
for the Redskins usu ilcfcnsirc back. He was accorded Sl.'CUn(! team all-Mid-American Cnnfcrence hunnrs 
us a junior and fmt team plaudits u~ u senior. He icn the (hford-hused campus with several grid_ rccort!.s, 
including most imeo:eptions in a =~m (7) and freshman n,-cord for imcre~ptium (5). Bomn finished hi~ 

M~:~ax~~~~~~~~~s~i/i~e!h~~~~n~~::~~;i:.:::s
1 
~)~·dL Uc mm! as hcuLI coach ut Wailswmt.'1 

High for five seasons, compiling a 39-<J mark. Dl!ong !hat tenutl.', he received u ho~! of ctn1d1 uf the year 
uwards, including the Cleveland Plain Dca!cr and lhe A.lnm /Jrnnm Jourr.n/_ Umnn kft Ww.bwonh to mv~ 
as nn assistan1 at Miami he fore hrnding inrn p1i\':l!e business. 

Larry Shaw (Coaches) 
Lmry Shaw (Shady Spring High Schon!, Class of 1973). Mention wrestling in !he 

Ohio Valley Athletic Cnnforcnce or anywhere in the state of We.st Virginia and no 
doubt Shaw·s name comes 111 mind iu a hurry. After al!, Shaw was a fhturc iu lhe mat 
spon for 31 ye=. 

He lc<l lhe Bears on an inrnxliblc run of 13 consccuti\'e West Virginia Class AA-A 
stale championships fmrn 1997•2009, a feat umnatchctl by any OVAC or W.:st Virginia 
pmg:nlln in /Illy spun. Prior to Oak Glen drnpping 11, the AA·A ranks, Shaw~!ed tcams 
posted (he strnight Oass AAA nmncr-up finishes ( 1987 .9 l l. 

In (WAC ]burnuincnt aclion, Shaw's !cams 'Mlll n~ clasll titles, including eight in a 
mw fmm 2COJ<!!l08 in Class 3-A. 'Inc Bears wim the m·er.i.ll li!le five limes (1991. 2002, 
20J4, 2005 and2!Xl7). During his lt!llure, Shuw·s ll:alll!l wtm 13 (WAC duui lllCL'!. title5 (Class 4-A in 1985, '90and 
'98 amI Oass 3·A in 1999, 2(XXl, 'Ol, ·m. 'O,t, '05. '06, '07, 'Oll am! '09) and he finished with a c=r dual meet 
11.X.'lml nf 13(}.96-4. He coached 51 stale champion 11111:5!lcrs and mo.re than I 60 1nhers who camcl all-state hlmon. 

Shaw was namctl lhe OVAC aU-sport Cuach oflhe 'frar twice - in 2002 and Z()()7 - nnd the OVAC Wrestling 
Coach of the Year im 13 nccasinns. lie was the West Vil]linia Class AA-A Wrestling Coach uf the Year sit 
times Wld is the only wres!llng cnach to be sckctcd the West Vir,:inia a!l-spon Coach of the Year by the W. Va. 
Sp<ins Writers Ass,x:iation (2()()()). He was named the 2008 Nati\mal Wrestling Coach nflhe Yw by Wrestling 
USA Magazine and was a firutlis1 fur the award in 20(». 

Shaw, a 1977 graduate of Concord Colkgc "Im crum.•d his m.1stcr's dt.;:ree from Mmhall Univcrsi1y, is a pas! 
pn:sit!."tlt of the W. Va. Wrestlini: GJachc'!i As,odation; a past vice~presidcrn ofihe WL>st Virginia 01'lpter ofihe 
National Wn.-stling Hall uf fame; and a former mcmher of the WVSS.,\C amI OVAC Wreol!ing Gxnmittc.:s. He 
a.s.sisted in pmdudng an inruuclional \ilil for 1•,rcstling nlflcials for the NIHS Officiating Wrestling On-Line 
Methods G:Jun;c and has 11wkcd at cuuntlc5s 11TCstling clinics. Shaw was the Upper Ohio V.;Jlcy Dapper Dan 
Oub ·s Co-Man ufthc fotr in 2!Xl3: was irnl111.'1Cd into the Raleigh County Wrestling IWI offame in 2!)()(); the Lou 
tlolrz Upp:r Ohio Valk-y Hall nfFame in 2()()9: 1he National Wrcslling Hall of fanie in 2010 and earlier th% year 
into the National High Scl1ml Spons !WI of Fame by the National Fcdcra!itm of State High Schm! Associations, 

Edgar Martin (Athlete. 1940s) 
Edgur Marrh1 (\Varwood High Schoo!, Clal;s nf 1945). A multi-sport high school 

and ~o!kge stan<lnnt despite his size nf 5-font4 nllll weighing between ]3{)..145 
pounds, he lcfl his mark on the OVAC and Ohio Valley sports. 

A three-time All-OVAC honoree in basketball (!944 and 1945) and football 
(!944), he helped the Vikings win the first (WAC Class A title and live-school City 
uf Wheeling ernwn with a 9-1 n:x:nrd in 1944. In basketball, he was the leader of 
twn OVAC title teams which went 14-6 and 22-3. llie 19-45 City of Wheeling title 
team also won the W. Va. section and region crowns and adl'anred to the one-class 
state Loumamcnl hclure bowing tn Bed:lcy Wnodrow Wilson. As n i;cnior nn a 9-1 
n:x:ortl football team. he n::tml)(.'U a kickoff 85 yanls 10 score in the team's only loss 
to Follansbee, 21-13. He was a third lca:m all-stale one-class sekcti!m.ln !Y,1,kctball, he emnctl second 
team !mt.'-class all-state as a ,enior and scored 42 points-· a rare total at the tlmc - ln a 100-68 win over 
Fo!lllllsbcc. 

At Bethany College, he was a thrcc-spon standout (football, ha~kctball, baseball) and was a [wu-ti= 
All-We~! Virginia ConfcrcrKC baskclha!I Loumamcnt honorr'C. As a l;t'nior, he averaged 22.5 !)(lints a game. 

Aflcrcnru:hing in high school at k!Tcrsml Union and l.insly, he coru:hcd alma mater Bethany College for 
11 years frnm 1956-(!6, including a J7. I n."Cord Presidents' Athletic C'unfcrcnL-e litk team in [962 and an 
unbeaten 18-0 PAC championship club in. 1964. 

lie finished his can:cr at West Lihcny Stale as athletic din:ctor fmm 1973-88 und als() coached basketlmll 
fmm 1969-74. He was one of the original organizers of the cum:nt Bca\l of the East summer baschall 
tnummncnt named in his hnm1r. Martin died in 1989. 

Jim McCormick (Athlete· 1950s) 
Jim !'tlcConnick {Magnolia High School. Class of 1958). Arguubly the No. I lllue 

Eagle haskctba!l prnduct, he set or tied 55 school records while playing only twn 
varsity seasons. 

As a senlor, he earned All·OVAC Class A honors aml A!!-W.Va. mention when he 
seorcd 613 points for a 29.2 per grune avcmge, hoth school records which last~'ti 45 
yean;. He also scored .51 points in a game which has been tied, but not broken after 
five decades. He a1·crngcLI 22, l points for his career. He also played baseball for the 
Blue Eagle.'!. 

After high school, the 6-foot·3 guar<l prepped for a year al o!d Greenbrier Military 
in Lewisburg, W.Va., where he started on an unbeaten posl-grn<luatc team composed 
of scwrnl high school all-star,. 

lk cnmllcd at West Virginia University as an invited walk-on and was the second-leading scorer behind 
future Al!-Amcrkan Rod Thom on WVU's second-ever unbeaten freshman team. 

In the third game of his sophomore season, he hc~amc a \'ar:sity starter for the rest of his career and, with 
Thtim, fonncd a !Op llackcoun which kd WVU to three Southern Conference titles and a pair of NCAA 
Tournament her!hs. He averaged douhle figures all three years and scor~d 1,156 career points which, at 
the time, was fiflh nl!-limc in WVU history behind four All-Americans - Jerry West, Rod Hundley, Mark 
Workman and Thom. McCormick and Thom were featuretl on the cnvcr of the 1962 WVU lla~kcthall 
Medin Guide. 

After twice earning All-Southern Conference sccllnd team and honorable mention All-America, he 
became Magnolia's only NBA draftee in the sixth nmnd hy the Cindnnati Royals, but a foot injury halted 
his pm career. 

McCormick is a member of the \VVU Sports Hall of Fame anti was sckctc<l on the sl;i:-playcr 1956-65 
All-TimeWVUTcam. 

Randy Donahue (Athlete. 1960s) 
Randy Domilme (Warren Consolidated High Schlx,1, Clals of 196.'iJ. The area that makes 

up the Buckeye Local School llisttk1 has had countlc~s stellar football players in Hs annals. 
frw, if any, enjoyed 1hc success that Dnnahue did. howc~-cr. 

The 6 Ii. J. 235-ponndcr is rcganied ru one or the best lincmnn in Ohio Valley history, and 
that Jnliy designation is wdl suprxincd. Donahue was 1he first OVAC play_~to be acrnrdctl 
lirst wam P,irade Maga:me All•America honors (1964). In the l\160s, Ohio wru tlividctl 
inm just two cla£scs in foothall, but he still managed 1he respect and rulminllion of coaches 
thmu!l,hont the >tale as he was v01cd a 1hrcc-timc firsHeam AP all-Ohio Cl:m A sc!ccti(ln 
(defensive lad.Jc as a sophomore and junior and nffonsiyc tack.Jc as a senior). 

'Ille line great was a f,mr-ycai: starter for Gioch Dick Thnmes' Blue Ramb!CTS. Th=cs, 
al~l a 2()1 I OVAC Hall nf FUlllC imluct~ pm mgc!hcr /Ill amazing string of SUCCC3S in lhe 
early '<,Os and Donahue was a major cog in that machine. D11mlhue tasted dckatjuM once 
in fourJCar\l as !he Rlllllhkrs went 9-0-1. 9-0, 7-H and 9-0 in that spnn. Three ol'\hose gridjnggcmauls c;ipturcd 

oi~~~~ ~;!~\:!~~
1~h~d on the baseball diamond, spearheaded n Wam:n Cmt~o!idated deforne which 

n:,mrdcd wven shumuts in hi. ~enior campaign. He rccordL'<i 64 tackles and 28 assists that seas.in. His defcnstw 
st

a1:r~:h~i:~J~~~
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ochular.<,J1ip offcn. He cvcnmally signed a grant•in-aid with West Virginia Univc11,i1y. Fate deal! him a ,ruct bl\lw. 
however, us in !he summer before he left for Mnrgantmrn, Thmahuc Just !he \'isitm in one of his eyes in a freak 
wmxl-cuning ru:ddcnt Much to his credit, he still atwmpted I[) play for the Mountaineers, but the handic~p wa, 
!no mm:b tll oven:muc. lfo n,iumcd hmnc and took a jot, with Whccling•!':illsbunµi Steel am! he ~hn scrwd many 
yc.m; ll.! a Wam:n ·nJ\\nship 1rus1ce. Donahue pas~cJ mvuy several years ugo. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUC'JEES 
Crag Miller (Athlele - 1970s) 

CntW MUJn- (!Jri<lg~ Hlgh School. Clon of 1979). He wac, nn nll•mr 
frohatl piiiycr and ilallo:hJt ~kelball player for I.he Dulldogs, b.Jt It WM In 
!rad und field 11,·llcre Miller i.. re:memh:n:d a'i OllC of lhc: best LO C'\/er ~'Tfurm 
in the Ohio Valky. 

Miller 1w ~ lia at fi fl 3 lllXI 200 ~ tu be 1h: ~II ful/hacl::
l!neb;rlc,r MXI lhe rnr,;,:d (X1>I in lmb:thlJI 1hlil he was, IJJt ll:lllt ~ ww o:xnlina.l 
,,..ilh {1l'll1 r;:pcoi wludi he l..ltillz:c,J W =I in three L!hiiJu c=Jls in tr:rl.:. His 
.eJ.l.!fllUW \-cnalllity o:N' b!m IOC ~ M t/J:: Bulliogs' ll10!it \.'efSllliJe athlele 00:C 
Juhn fLr,·JlceL 

Miller wiu the gn:atcst ill= lhn= ofhl.J era. He used hu cloogakd frame 
mid rupab atbktlds:m to hecmnc the°™ Ohio Valley prepsll'l' lo twirl lhe pluUcr = lrulll 170 f.:ct, 
cstt.bl!.shlni: n oew valky standanl with his 17HO tu:u in Lbe dhtrict ITEci us II !IClllor. ln lhe 3::! ye!ITT 
lin,;c, oofy two tllit..1Js throwen have bcucr,;d lhnt m:iri. Miller wus suiu, runner-up in the dlsi:us lli a 
M:Jlior white ulso pladn11 =nd ill the Flc!Wn- Rcbyt in II junl[X and senior. The ptJll-'ttful Bull<loi: 
abo ranked with lhc: pn:micr iliulputtm, dwini; that time, owning 11 bru of 52 fecL Mnlcr"'" equally 
ooepl on lhe t=l where Ill! WM II prhr.e--time hlgh hunllcr. n:ronlini:; the best tlme 111 Lbe Ohio Valky 
na a w:nlor ..ub 11 =hini: 14,7 docling. 

MU!.ef = also II three·ycnr kttmnan DI Br!Ji;c-pon in basl:citull where he was lhe kndinll rclnmJcr 
focCoodl Frank Baxtcr~ 5eM(llL Miller averaged l.'i.4 points n i:rune us a senior. 

In foothnll, be earned all-Ohio. all-OVAC and oJJ. Valley hooon; tlta 11 ~or )'em' wblch saw him 
total l05 poin1.!, whkh lndooed three ficW i;oals aruJ 21 lid.lni: PAn, amther s.ipi of his all-llmllnll 
lllknl!i. He was a b!ocl.hi11 fulll:xcl.. ™1: still !Illlllllgei.1422YMW onj\UI 90 Lotcs foc(he 9-1 BulltJoisof 
Coai:11 Dave Druney. He lliso B\-cmgo.140 ynrdt per purit. 
He~ tu accept a foothall 1,1.'flollmhlp to Miami of Ohlo UnJ-vcrslty, ·w~ b,: lctti=d four ycan 

u ll light end lllld ',l,'IU anun.lctl llil-MAC hooon as a Junk.Ir. 

Willie Clay (Alhlele - 1980s) 
fflllu Cla,1 (Llm!y School, cta:s, of 19&8). Thu form.'T Clldct did lt all t!utina: 

Ill, four ycan on the '!Vhedini campu.,. While cmnirr.i kt~ In th:m', l{IO(U. 
h -..·.u OD the footllllll field wbcJc he mooe llh bl~ hnpai:t to the Clldch' 

~~~ the ullqlDtiooed lt:adef l!ld mrnt =otnlred playcr Oil ~ 11nl.d:i = lJ ~ p:mn Md =bl the fin1 t\l,'O 11/ldefated = in the 
schoor1 mtu-y when ii llnim:d 10-0 in 1986 afll 9-0 in 19117. Et.c:tll~ aJ 11def.:11-
1M' ~ wide l'l'>Xh-a- lllil tick n:tumc,r, Clay CllITr.'d llUIIIUOOS ~ llonon 
durini: bh career. Al a ICllior, dt:1pile the Cadet!' lllll-fim oIT=-c schemc:i, Clay 
man.:11:ei.l to Cll1dt 30 p,ll1le3 fUT 4:?8 ya:nb Md lh-c toucbdowns. He nlw look two 
kicl;off1 had: foc (ouctn,;,,m !lilt.I had five: lnterceptlortL He w::u llllf!lro aIJ-St&e, 
nll-OVAC nnd ill-V.tlley. He ¥i.lS lhc ~ oflhe bi~~hool lc:aln llfla Ills senior !,CUOI\. 

Oo the ~I c.oun, Cl!ly led \he Cadets in bl1 senior= wnb e 17,j polnU rer Jl:!lllll: =i~ 
while thootln; 48 percent from lhc floor. He also ~ out ! 70 i=i1U en IU\lk lO eammg nll--0\IAC 
and itll-V;tJlcy. 

In the 1prlng, Cby lit up am11 baschall dia:mond.,. 1-k bltltal .423 Ma ...-nJOf Mtl Wll:S lllllilCd all-OVAC 
antl all-Valley. 

Dopite lli1 we= un so IIWlY wrf=, It ...-~ footooII \Mt WIil! bu callin(' at lhe next level. Clay 
~ed 11 ~p to uttm1 CkUlila Te,._il Unlvcnity 11-bcri: ht =ned llil-ACC l1onon twkc. At one 
time., C1ny hcW the Yellow facids' 1,4,-booJ rec<n! for !nt=eptl.OOJ (16) after wutlni in the rleferuln: 
b.idfield for l.hrce M:UJJru. 

In 1992, Oily wu drafll'1.l In the clshJ.b round by the Detroit Lions and played d)lhl sca.wm in the NFL 
He fflo playctl for the New Eni;land P..urlooi for~ KllOllJ and ooe "'ith the New Orkllll3 Saint,. AU 
toW, Ile plu}'Ctl in I !8 Nfl .. a:ame1, (ll1l] llarted 90. 

T.J. Hannig (Alhlelc - 1990s) 

C1~'{iJ~J~~.~i1~:1iie~~~nm:~ ~ 
bi!!J,esl hnpa.,"1. 

Hmnlg eamru four kum foc th: Cadct.'J u their IWtlng goill=i:icr foc \canri 
which pustnt a 70-13-10 rtCOCd Iocl!U!d ln those: seasoos were- two OVAC all-d:iss 
titles in 1992 and 1994. Th: Cl!lleu ~-m' wlnnlni:: lbese ti~ bcc:msc oWOJlni 
t=rajmt roolJn't ~ Lbe bill.I~ Hannig, who set tre Ohio Valley re,;ortl wilh 41 
can:,::r ~-O\'crall, he OY-'fled ll 0.88 ~ ~ ll\'lng~. His exploits didn't 
gourrootked. He Wa5 !Wice lllllfL'() all-OVAC andc:aptalned trenll-Villlcy lc.am!IJ11 

!ICIUOf. He WM also nurrul CT!ilorade Player o( th: Ytnr ll!ld a Paradt All-~. 
On the ba.ili:!ball ~'OOft. Hannig hk"lWIJ!lCd ~ a ~OT, scoring nenrly 17 oolna u g111I1i: and grabbing 

eliJ:it ~ CTI ~ tu al!-OVAC nnd all-½Uey iw;cola&s. In track nnd tU!hl. Hmnl~ competed In n 
!Jc,,)' ofr\'Clll<;, 001 It was in Ire long jump .,.,ho'c he Bto0:1001. He "1 ~ OVAC reconl with amari: orll 
feet. 7 J/4 ~ nnd Wrnl lhrec CC~lfrrcnce tllJes (hl¢i lwnJlcs. bfR/ljump ll!IJ kmg ]lJ.l'.1Pl-

Hannl\t au::cp!Cll 11 ~ fur wcccr111 Lbe Umvcnily ofln&aii.:i where he r.taneJ 1n net from 1m-
2COJ mflln!~>J No. I lo IU!ilil!Iy with42 ~and jCCr,od In \"ktorics (63). ~Hooskn M'ro ln 
f001coo=utl1~ NCAA final f~ wlnnl.ag !hi: NCAA !ilia In 1998 and 1999, dcfCllliog Stanl'onI (1--,1) 
and SCIIIUI C1iUll ( 1-0). respt'(.-tlvely. Hnnnl~ Wlll OVAC !lllU ND,\ Hull of Fama John Hm·U~tl (Britlgqmt 
High) are lhc only two OVAC produ.:l!l to play In lhre>! coostruth-c NCAA title~- Hannljf!i name fa 
all m'cr th,: lndlan.1 Unlvcrs!ty record book. He r.rnJ.:.s scn:nth Ill lU with 176 U>'e!.. urw.l th: 23 ,ictmes ia 
1998 are tla:l for the most in 11 :iaSClJl 

Aller bls co!le&in5e =• Hannig wm 5Clcc!c!J In the MLS Or.in ard i;;p.:ra tbrc wllh D.C. Unhed He also 
played k1: lhe PiUswrgh Rh'CmJlllrl5. 

Ashley Battle (Alhlete - 2000sl 
iWllt:f BatfU (Umly School, Ch.!'l of 200JJ_ \Vhen cled to llillile th:: gre.= ~• 

twJ.:rtl:wl pl.lym In Ohio V:illcy hi.tory,.lhis rooncr Lruy Cilo:ku' name lJ a!Wll~ one of 
the Im! IOOllionetl. Am ra too:! =i.xi 

Oilttle arrfred oo the l.insly c:im;>,l' at the urglni:: of wine of ha family anJ frrild, 
to ~ t.::r away from th, JUII~ tcctklll of her bome!D\l,n of Pi!~ She Wl.'lll lO 
Uruli' lo 1!1k0 !Ill !J.hnlul001 tt$l (l:tor to enl<!rin!I hlth ~ md icrntlna:ly the rest 
W!IS hlrtor)-. 

\\'hen ilic urrived !11. Lindy, !hi: tiru' tmkcthall team WM mugglin~. rut she helped 
twTI \hut anll.lOO Q\lkl.ly and <!VC111Wllly led Lius.!y to ml nnt.lefated ae,,50!1 ln 19911-"'9. 

At Uruly. she beccimc, the t..iioo!', aJHh~ ~ In DUJDCroU1 sta!iillral Clllcgorle:'I, 
~Jl.ldlni: poinl3 (] ,..~32), n:bouodJ (8211, as.iliu (1113) nnd MCilll (371). 

She v.n IWITICd OVAC Cln1t A Pl.aj'c:r oflhe Yc:ar four u111~.ive ~ and wu 
a lhrcc-tim:: nll•S~ ¢cl ln \\'l,"St Vu-ginl.a. 

Mier rec&.·lng ci:uilkn rccrultin11 lcncn. Battle C\-em:u.ill}' ctio,e to contlruit: her= at the Unlvcnity 
nfCumniktll O'.U" the llw of Dille, f'cnn Si.le and Sllll\furd. 

At UConn. lhe jniocd wilh Diunn.:i Taurasi Md Marla Conloo anJ helped lcoo the uidy Hu.sliCJ Ill three 
NCAA Nntlunal Cbampkruhips, indudin1 an ll!ldefeat.ed ~ In 2003. 

Blllile v,,u n ~ oo the dckrnh-e Cllll of !ht! ncor aJ c•1idcoccd hy the foct that me won the Bi 1: Ellll 
Dcfrnsil'C I'L1ycr nflhe Year awanl, but ilic also uomJ IJOJ = polnu. 

OIUlle, wbo ™'!IS n de~ in nwidlnJ an.I Cl."Onoll1k:s [mm UCrnn, w~ draf\ro by StaUle ln lhc 1e1.-ood 
ruunt.1 uf Lhc: ;!005 'M-.'IlA Drafl. She tin, sli;ned ~ith the New Yod. Ub.!rty of the V.'NBA in 200/i and die 
iili,1 'fleDI tlrnc pla}·lni: foc Seattle an.I SnoAntoolo. All told, W llpJXll1Cd in 142 \.VNDA Game, and a\l.'r.lgC(i 
In~ pmnlJ per tMle. Sbe al.o pl.tycd profc:uiooally in Spitln ln 2007 and 2008. 

Pat Miller (Athlere -1970s) 

_ l'lll Mil.krill lSIIDt.lyUdc; His}! School,~ of _1979). He Wll:S able tu do ·what few 
~ C!lll 00, that bdng a llm In 11\'U lp(rrts t!urin1: the~ semoa. 

Mlller was nothln11 UlOl1 of ~OIWI for the Tigcn in basdla.!1, teuc:rlni,: four 
time,_ His tmn':llll(w dJ.amoou time t5tl nothing to odverscly lmpn,;t bb lr.lcl = 
wb::n:: tie~ cquw]r 11.1 acrptiooal. 
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The tlllc:nLCd 'nier wm uho a ~tcller griddo::r ant.I 111!.o ixissa,cd Lhc [IIU\l''CU to 
v,idanle w!lh ~ 3.94 orA. , 

Mlller .net! the 11~ baseball tr.am bolh as n junior am.I 11 5e0Ja, the lancr 
=in ooe m whkb b,: brt for 11 ruzling .431 nvcr-age. Thn1 proved u spml1:buanl to 
be selected to p:irtk!pilll: In th: A□-Ohlo B~l SeriM. 

He was M!kt."tal llll EOBL all-!W all four 5CaSOill !l.lll..l all•En.slem Dlstrlct thrce = P..lilkr'1 dlamoru.l 
up!oiu earned him II lmcbilll idiolanhip to Ohio Unh'tnlly. 

While his prep lxiscbnll r=.ur.: iJ qlll1t iHtlmn1:, It mny ude a llllcb.c.a.t to Im track lllld ficki acrompfuh
mcnu. Miller adlleved the ultimate by v.ionlng the slate pole vault tl\Je In 1979. Hi: also Gnishcd sixth In the 
hlgh hw'tl~ ln the woe Wile mcct. He won ,irtwtlly every p.ik vr.alt competition~ a acnior, C!ll'ql{ for the 
Bel.la.Ire Re\Ji~ whkb Wa3 In il!l bey<lay. M!llcr v,m third in {re pok ,'lllllt mid third in the: hl~ hurdl.i.'l in 
lhllt meet. 11nuhlni us the lop kul scon:r in the state'1 M.'l:ond-largeu mc,et a.I. the time. 

Th,: terrific Tiger WJIS II I~ nll-VJ\h.'j' honofee and wa3 sekctct.l to Th,: Jntelu~·· all-Dccw1e 
Track Tl!llffi. 

He enjoyed much~ mu=-i ag wcll Th: llflfd-runnini,: Tiger ea:mcd all-Ohio hooon bolh hh Juninf 
arul semor cmnpalgn.'I. Toe threc·Ji:ttr l:fld lettmnnn wa., Imt lall1l nll-OVAC. all-Valley and all-Eu.stan 
Dwrkt Im lml two scas.ons, 

Miller, who ~'CJ lit the Tigm' (;IIJllaln 11:<i n aenlor, followed In ha fatlrr"s footstcp:s arul playa.l In the 
OVAC AU-Star Garn:. 

Sharon Vmcent (Alhl•re - 1980s) 
~ Hawlt (SL Onin;villll 1-tiih School, Clan of 1981). Toi! Li!dy Red Devil 

WIil! c=ly me of the flJCQ dcroralcd md ~1ful lflOll(m = to ~e the m.t1, In 
lhe Ohio Valley. 

Ymcmt ruiwa1 her~= with ci~ ttate ~ and [ct.I St. C. to lb unly ital('; 

dwoplonship In tcmJI hillory in fo:ne of 1981, In !hat ltlltC' meet be,- .enk:I: l;l.'ilSOll, 

Vmcmt cawed an uoclef~ campal~a in lub the 100 am 2(0.rnetef ~ by l{l:llll-
~ to the 01-!SAA $(ale~ In both cvrnt, In 12.18 nnd 24.79, rc:spectivcl>·· 

Vlncrol W!I111 ~ eold Ill~ wphomore ot well !IS a lllClUber ol lhe Lady Red I)e,,.ib' 
440--yw;I relay \C11ll. She~ the ~e fllllIICr·UP i:a the 200aad placed fifth in the 100 thlll 
~ Prior lo !Rnliat ~h. In Ctilumtw al 11 loelllil:', Vlnccnt WIIS the ltil1c nomer-~ 
In the 100 rEd l:roott mooaful ln the 2(l} ~ ajWUO(. 

The oo!y b:lJinluaJ klll Vlni::c:ai wlf=d ot a scnlc.- cum: WI lhe 4ffi.tneter daltl !11 lhl 
dl.strla m:-et "''MC~ looli:. lhirrl, tu still~ mi~ 58.7. En !Utte ID ta s1111c med p:rlm:na1:o:-:1, ~ 
Cl~~llllddistricts ,;,,,me MJCl"-00 J!)~ ~•,1&11lhn:i:-tlrne r.cctlt-.ialcnlill!Uia JOO 

!!MA( the OVAC~IID:llt ...ma ktlll nf 12 culfm:n:e ~ She was a lm'!C:--Ome ~ In bah 
the 100,:o:1200.Althelinrolber~ VIIU1lltcl.l~lln'I recrnl.,midih=all-tlmearloV;t.lley nustls. 

VJDCCn\, wbo still hold, the 100. 200 and 400-ITL'!l:r dam school lCC\JlU.i, w;u. rwtnl St OaimilJe't Most 
Vitluabk Ath1ctc: four limn aa.l "-'ll'I al.$o named all-Dlstrlci Athlete of the YC11T. She iUSO L~ In lhe Il:Cffi· 
tJou, Mf<111,"CS1 Meet of Olll!npiom In lhe HXJ-,nrar ooh In !9111. 

Mer hcr p-r:p cmccr, Vl1lccni ~ 11 !IChuar5hip ID F..aslem Kam:rly Unrnnily. Sb!~.~ foc rym 
~ h:fr« tramf~ lo The Olio SWI! Unh>enly ~ lt-c cocnplrud her bochdu" of Ml~ n a:orunD. 

Vu=nt, wiD wa1 lnduct.:d to the SL C1almllle Al.hlctlc full of PlllllC 11J ~ member oftho: 198 I IJ'lllechilmpion
lhip team IIOO lhea in 2007 ~ an indlvl!u.al nLhlde, la1B enmed 11 =tcr·1 dcifl'C from Oue:rbdn. 

Quincy Wilson (Athlele - 1990,) 
(}rtJJU1 mbOlf (',\'cir High, Cwt of 1999). Thia former Red Ruler 11-~ n ITTUltl-~ 
~ tlll ii wu on the footllnll llcld when: he =nal hiJ hlgbt:$1 acdalm. 

Wt.lwn i=TI!l0 Ohio ½lley mxl Wc:U v~ r=nl OO"Jb !I.I he hel!)::d l=I lbe Rat 
Riden to the, 1998 Wm Vu,:lnl:i ~ AA 11& championship. 

A, n &enlor oo lhc 1tnte ctwnp!oa.ship 1qUW, y,rihoo bec;une the Jlni Ohio Valley Bild 
Wert Vlfill\UI prep !llhle1e to mxumulm 3,oo) ymit ln n =· All l1li<I, Wtlsoa rui.hed 
fllf 3,2!,2 y:mb. He =,ml an Ohio Valley reconl 47 ln11chdn11m1 mxl finutm with !82 
poinu, wfilch t., =ind bes1 nJJ.\ime in the Ohio Valley, trailing llllly bd,: Si.mom of New 
Cuml:crlloo, who Wil!d 288 points In 1919. 

W'ihoo, a fmr-yar kttcnnm. fumhctl tis !RP= mlh (L.162 ymd1, hit ~,624 of lb<:r.:, 
~ ~ ttlJ)mio" 11.11d i1C11U ~ IJoce be pbyal inn:imiJl.' ooMCIISOO cbinj his first 
t\l,'I} ~ fuhil =· he 3Und 9J ~ml 564 pirlis. 11,ilhall hn =m 1tJI m.l 
44 IUW ClllllC t.!wni: t.sjun!U' ln1 5e11kr acmrns. Wll5m lool hil pay 1o w..:ht':r le,,.d 1;1,·1:J::n th:-~ mUcu 
Q!Wl1d 1-k !a:t aII-Ul:IE Weit v~ rean1$ wll.b 1,671 ymrts nn.l 23 toudido,,,m in -=',UI pbj.-oIT ~- lrdabl L1 
as:in~-~re:m.lof327 yards. In 1998 Wl!Clillc ~~ Duµ:,rt, Wiliul rll1 roc251l }'ant,wJ twur..u=. 

Wilnl wm o.-:.irly ~ ~ '1'!0,w,:\ ~ 1-k w;is tt:m.tl t'.llb:m:lc Stale Player oflh: Ye11 IIOO dutal 
lhe ~ ~ wi1ll Nilm'1 J.R. Hcwe after re lirl:&oi f,uth !n \ti! t1J!k:tlojj !lJ. ajunia. He vm llllllUl fim.~ 
llll-SWe mu m:1 ~ lheAil-½llcy11:.11n m.1-,,.~ twn n:mYrlall-CN"AC. He IOO~ l'ffll:dtdl • \\'r:ir High. 

Aflcr ~i 11 5CW.anhip ln \¼st Vl~lnl:r, Uni-o=I!:', Wilioo fOOj/1:1 hll -w,y up the ,rp.h chart and \hrwjb a 
mo:uca.l n:ili!rirt berm: ~i 001olhe liCl:'l'Je' In a biz way In 2001. Hem1 la 1..380 yards 1111<112 u:uM:,wm eo 
Mlle 1o trlni:; !lal1100 wvu·~ Olfemh-e MVP and \ll'Ul1 lhe 1eam·, aw;ud for llJ..im:,111]1.[ c=clkoce. Wllirn p!.,y'Cd in 
44 i.amo Bl WVU. rumini for 2,608 yanl1 mxl 2UT0i, Hi: nho caupli 20 billlt. 

Wilwo waJ tbcn a,h.'ktl in 1be $,,:';VClllh round llll lhe 219\h plll.)'CT l3wl by the Atl@ta Fnkun<J. He 11,~ released 
and i:-.uitunlly ai~ with the Clncirmutl lkatals, wil.11.....-bool b,: i:p,:ni p:iro offow: =· He Wat nlto draflcd 
ln the ~ UTT.. Dnfl by the Rorhl,. 1\u.l.:m.. 
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Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (OVAC Contributor) 
IJunlel/"Jimmy"C<ln'y (Follansbee High School. Class of 1923). He is the only 

coach in the Ohio Valley Athletic Oinfcrence and the state of West Virginia to win 
state championships in three spons - foot bull. basketball and baseball. 

Carey gill his first taste of coaching with 10 years al his alma mater, Follansbtt 
i~:~ :eJ~~c:"~~nJ~(d~;e~~~~~ tu assist OVAC Hall uf Farner Car! Hamill and 

Carey coached \Veir to W. Va. Class AAA fomball title, in l<J57 {11-0), 1960 
(10-l) and 1961 (\0-1) and his 1958 team was 9-1. losing only t" eventual state 
champion Parkersbnrg. [n six seas,,ns (1956-61 ), his teams posted a 52-1 t recurtl 

antnwi::~a?i:~~l~:ac~h~f ~t~~f,;;~;h~~:~~;il~~~!Jftl~umpiling a rect1rtl of 17/H 15. lfo teams 
made the W. Va. Class AAA title game three strnight years, winning in 1%3 with a rernrtl of 20-5, The 
1%2 team was 24-1 and the !964 team had a 23-2 record. Overall, his Red Rider hoop teams wnn seven 
sectional titles, fi1·e regional cnrnms and made four state t,iumament appearances while a!S<i winning twa 
OVAC champillnships (1962 and 1964), 

In baseball. he guided \Veir in five state tournament berths and the one-das, W. Va. state champi<>nship 
in 195'.I while aim winning four straight OVAC titles. 

Carey was sclected lhe West Virginia All-Sport Coach of the Year in !958. He is a member of the West Virginia 
Sports Hall of fame; the Upper Ohil> V.tl!ey Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the Weir lrigh Hull of Fame. 

Weir High named its football stadium in his hon()r. 
At Follansbee High, Carey was a mnlti-spmt athlete who went on to play three spurts (football, basket

ball and baseball) at George Washingrnn University before transferring and graduating frnm West Liberry 
State College. 

Gene Ammirante (Coaches) 
Gent Ammirunlt (\Vheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1969). When 

you think uf Ammimnte, you think <Jf two things - passion and success. During his 
30-year career as head boys' baskethall coach Ill Bellaire High, "C,iach A'" displayed 
plenty uf the funner and achieved plenty of the latter. 

Ammirnnte began his coaching career in [976 as an assistant m Mark Matz at 
Bellaire before beginning a successful nm as head mach of the Big Reds. 

He compiled an impressi\'e 47!-205 career recortl at Bellaire, the all-time best 
c011Ching record in boys" basketball at the schuoL That induded a t89-41 mark dur
ing: the 1990s. an aver%>e of 19 win~ per season during that 10-year span. 

Bellaire High achieved Top 20 rankings in Ohio 15 times under Amminmte; won 
14 Ohiu Val_ley Athletic C"nfrrence champi,,nships: 14 sectional cru_wns: six dbtrict titles am! une regional 
championship as Bellaire earned its firi;t ever-trip t<> !he OHS AA Dh'ist<>n f!I State T<mmament "Fmal Four·• in 
2003-04, tying !lie sduxil n,cord for wins (22) before losing to Versailles in double-overtime in the semifinals. 

recl;'.~st~:;J ,h~'fnt);~)~ ~ena~~fb:;t :~us!:~,!~t~l:,!;J:\~: Jf~~c\~J?,~3-94 and 2005-06; and !\\11 19-1 
Among Ammirnnte"s nmnemus awanls were "Coach of the Year" for Ohio Dlvi,i<>n H, the Eastern 

District and District 12 as wel! as the OVAC uvera!l "Coach <>f the Yeai' in 2(K)3-04; and the Bob Arnzen 
Awartl for 20 consecutive years at the same sdinnl (19%). 

He was also selected tn coach the South squrul ln the annual Ohio Norrh-South All-Srar Ganie in 
C"'1!umbu.s in 1997 

Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (OV4C Family) 

Tum "Hear'' Bechtel (\.Vhee!ing Central High Sc·hoo!. Class of 1969). Commissioner, 
director, official ... Bechtel wears many hats in the ath!e1ic realm. am! he wears them well. 

He is a lnng•time member of the OVAC Softball Committee, currently serving as the 
OVAC Softball Commissioner and has been Game Dire<:lm of the annual Samuel A. 
llfumley OVAC All-Star Basketba!l Classic since 2005. 

As an official. Bechtel has worked area high scho<ll softball basketball and football 
games dating back to 1974. He founded the Ohio Valley Board of Softball l'mpires, serv~ 
ing a.s secri,rary for 3! years; was an Ohi" Valley Ofl:ida!s Buani officer for more than 
20 years; and has officiated football playoff games in Ohi<) and West Virginia for more 
than 20 years. He has work,,d 26 state tournaments in softball and six state diampionship 
games in football, 

He alsu umpires softball in the West Virginia Conference. 
In 1990, he became the first West Virginia recipient of the National Federation of Smte High Schoo! 

Asrnciations' Official., Awartl. 
Bechtel has been director of the City nf\Vhee!ing Recreation Department sin~e !<J74, ;ictivdy pnlll1<ltiJ1g various 

youth sport.~ octi1•itii:s. He founded the 'Wheeling Recn,ation Summer B~ketball Lea~-ue whkh has i,;ruwn ta more 
than WJ teams; organized the annual \\'heeling Da5ketbal! Shootout which has brought numemus high profile ath
letes kl the area; and oversees the JB. Chambers l-470 Complex which hosts more than 2JXX) baseball and suftbal! 
gam,,sanmrnlly. 

A basketball and baseball player at \Vhee!ing Cemral High, he i;raduated frum Wheeling College In 1973 and 
M-rved a~ an assistant basketball c<>ach there frnm 1974-78. 

He has ,;en•ed as a C'1]or analyst for wrRF-TV (Ill football and basketball bnmdca~t,i; worked as a radio 
announcer for bu<1ke1ball games; and was !he public address announcer at Wheeling Jesuit University home 
basketba!l i;mnes. lie ls also dirern,r "f the annnal Uml"'s Catlm!k Basketbal! foumamem in \Vheeling. 

Bechtel re,·eh·ed the Robert S. McKelvey Memorial Awartl frum the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
in 2tKJ8, 

Charles 'Red' Donley (Medi•) 
ChurkJ "Red" Donley (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1941). An early pioneer of radio 

and televisilm bnmdcru;ting in the Ohiu Valley. Donley gut his strut at WSTV-AM radio in 
1946 \\here he served as play-by-play ann[)uncer for high school f(~Jtball and basketball 
games and wa.i the station's sp<Jrts dire<:k,r. 

In 1954, when \VTSV-TV Channel 9 (now \VTOV) went on the air, Donley becam,, 
the sports director and soon thereafter, was se)e<,-red m work with Joe Tud:er on Piruburgh 
Steelers' bnmdcasts, a pc.1$itlon he held frnm 1955-62 

He ahu annoum:ed horse nu:ing at Wheeling Dmms and Waterford Park from !949-56. 
In !960, he left to becmne sports director at Channel U in Pittsburgh, a position he had 

for JO years. During his days in Pittsburgh, Donley won five "Golden Quill" awanh for 
distinguished news covei:ige, indrnlmg one for a documentary he wr<Jle and l1alTa!ed "n 
the late Art Rooney and twu others (,m Roberto Clemente and Pie Traynor) that are in the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

fn 1962, he was named to succeed legendary Ray Smit us play-by-play announcer for !he University of Pittsburgh. 
D<mley rejoined Channel 9 in Stenbenvllle in !972 as news direc1nr and remained there he retired in 1988. 

an ~:~%;:i;! ~:~;r::;~ ~;t~i!i~J:;:\:·~8r:J: t~~~~~:~;:: o/n!!8!~ ~ot: 
of Steubenville in !989; was the recipient nfthe Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Qub's Robert S. ~kKelvey Award 
in 199]: and was inducted into the Ohio AP Broadcasters Jin!\ of' Fame in 2lKl6. 

lie alro pruticipan.-d in many ~hariUtble prnjcc·ts induding the United Way and Easter Seals and made countless 
appear.ioces as a master of c·eremoni~ at cmnmunity events. His ntan)' contributions were recogniz.eJ at a testimonial 
dinner in his lumor lraek in 1979, 

The nmJ leading In the c11m,nl WTOV-TV() studio in Stc-ubenvil!e is named ~Red Donley Drive' in his hmmr. 
A W<Jrld War II veteran who serwd in the Marine Corps, Donley passed away in 1()')8. 

Gary Sprague (Coaches) 
Gary Sprague (Neei.lham (Mass.) High Schoo!, Clas, of 1964), He piloted the 

Linsly St;hool baseball program from 1974-2006, compiling an impressive 33-year 
record of 488-257-1, which r.mks fourth a!Hime among Ohio Valley coaches, 

He bl the Cadet~ to 13 OVAC Tournament championships - more than any other 
conferencecoach{1982, '85, '86, '87, '89, '90, '91, '94, '95, '97,2001, '03, '05, 
'06) und coached Linsly to five Eastern Ohio Dasebal! League titles (1987, '88, 
'90, '95 and '96). 

Sprague was named OVAC "Coach of the Year in 1986 after guiding the Cadets 
to a 27-4 record and EOBL "Coach of the Year" three times. 

He coached six athletes whrJ went on t() play professional sports - Heath Haynes, 
Ron Stephens, Kevin Tatar, Mike Cuss and Mark Seaver in baseball and \Villie 
Clay in the NFL He also coached ll total of !3 first team a!l-sta!e players including two captains; five 
OVAC "Player of the Year"' winners and four West Virginia Amerknn Legion "Player of the Year" 
selections. 

fie also coached freshman footbllll at Linsly. 
Spmgue received the Carl R. Hamill Award frum the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and was 

the redpient of the OVAC's Thomas E. Rataiczak Scmekeeper/fimer Award in 2()()9 after near!y three 
decades as the timer at Linsly basketball games. 

Sprngue graduated from West Virginia We,leyan College in 1968. 
fo~:t ~~t~. ~Sf_, ~iill~tit::::)~h~h;:~~!~ff:

1
:Je~=~~fu~~t~~~h~aot~bclh;;~:i:ttCii~Yc o/,~; 

six years; is direi:wr of the Wheeling Recreation Department"s Y<>uth Basketball Prngrnm; and started the >-------------------------------I 
annual Samrtlay Morning Fundamental Feeder Program and Basketball Camp at Bellaire. He received the Eugene 'Eudie' Joseph (Athlete~ 1940s) 
OVAC"s Earl Habertidd Boys' Basketball Coaches Awartl in 2012. 

Ammirante received his bru:helor's del,'Tee from West Liberty Smre C<ilkge in !973 and his master's fr<lll1 West 
Vuginia l'niversiry in !976. 

Bill Tonini (Official) 
Bill Tonini (Avella (Pa.) High School, Class of J 94()). "Play ball!" Considering 

the fact that his career as an umpire spanned un incredible seven decades, per
haps no one has unered those words more than Tonini. 

He spent a total of 52 years working countless baseha!l games throughout 
the Ohio Valley and beyond from 1957-2010 while also serving 30 years ns a 
football official and 10 years as a basketball referee. 

His expertise as an umpire, primarily behind home plate calling balls and 
strikes, earned Tonini numerous high school post-season assignments, includ
ing five state tournaments in Ohio nnd live in West Virginia. He a!su umpired 
more than 30 years ofOVAC Tournament action. 

Tonini worked NCAA Division UJ Cn!lege \Vorld Series gilllles in Marietta 
a total of 10 times: ,everal NCAA Division I i;ames in\·olving Ohio Stnte and Ohio University; a 
host of Ame1ican Legiun games in the summer and three years in the minor leagues, including the 
Northwest League in Eugene, Oregon and Walla Walla, Washington. 

He a!so wa;; an instructur at: Bill Barr's Umpire School in West Palm Beach, Florida. 
Tonini is i11 the Western Pennsy!ranla Soccer fla!I of Fame nnd he received a speciill awanl from 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 
A highly-decorated Wmld War II n~teran whn received commendation, from both the l;nited 

States nnd Fr.mce, the 90-year old Tonini resides in llmmibal. 

E11gent "Eudie" 11mph (Martins Ferry High Sdiool, Class of 1945). A three
sport A!l-OVAC honoree in football, basketball and track, he was a major contribu
tor \(l top-recnnl Purple Rider football and basketball teams. 

In basketball, playing for OVAC !fall of Fame Legend coat:h Floyd Baker, 
Joseph was a regular on teams which went 71-4 in three years im;luding 21-2, with 
20 straight wins, as a senior. He was a junior on a 26-1 record team whid1 won the 
lin;t OVAC Class AA title in 1944. That team lost its only gilllle to eventual Ohio 
champion Middletown, 38-34, in the state tournmnent semifinals. Jooeph, along 
with teammate and OVAC Hall of Farner Alex Gruza, were llll-tournamenl selec
tions. Joseph scored 421 points -second on the team to Gmza'> OV rernnl total 
of 628 points. As a sophomure, Joseph was !I member uf a 24-1 record team. 

In football, he was co-cnpt!lin nf a 7-2-1 rernnl team which won the first OVAC Class AA title und 
reeon!ed eight shutouts. He earned All-Ohio UPI honors as we!! ns All-OVAC and WllS a two-time All
Eastern Ohio selection at running back. Nicknamed the "Ghost" for his elusive style, he played on a 
9-1 record team as a junior and Ferry was 21-6-1 in his three seasons. 

In trnck, Joseph set an OVAC high hurdle record in the two-year-old meet as a junior and won the 
high jump. He didn't compete as a senior nfter being drafted for military duty, 

After discharge, he enrn!kd at the University of Dayton and played four years of basketball with 
three as a starter on teams with school records of 24-8, 27-5 and 28-5. The last two years, the Flyers 
were runners-up in the National lnl'itation Tournament und also were NCAA regional semifinalist in 
his senior year of 1952. 

He spent his entire 37-year professional career teaching and coaching at Li11s!y ~Iili1ary Institute 
\'-here he \~as head coach of buys' basketball (1953-72) and tr.ick and assistant in football and also 
served us athletic director. His Cadet teams won three OVAC titles - 1971 ba5ketbal! and 1961-62 in 
track. The U'petmrt records were 16-4 in 1957. 15-4 in 1971 and !5-3 in 1972,A Linsly scholarship 
is nilllled in his honor. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Art Hehr (Athlete - 1950s) 

Arl Hthr {Brid~pon High School, Cws ol 1959). He p;iduated u the 
winnlngeu c= ~Mier in the OVAC, with two uralg}u unhca1cn = 
cnpped by Ohio title- in 1958 and lll59 llftcr pl.:..:lng third In the m1e meet 
as a $0Jlhomore, He Wll.'I c11ptaln of the: 1959 Ohlo ru:te ch.a:mpionml~ 
- the hrst for nn OVAC membc:r, c:oochcil by OVAC HIil] off'=, 
Kovnl.lck. He woo hb last two titles at 127 pounds nfier cornpetln.i; at I 
pwmls u a iopb,omorc. He iili,1 woo three consecutive OVAC litln on 
conference ctwnpiom.hip tcmru. 

He~ competed in footbafi and W.Q..'I o. membc:rofthc Bullo.lop' lim-et·er 
unbelun ICIISO!l In 1958 mu.I tbc fint Btiilgepon teum tolkfCIU rive.I Martiru Ferry In 1956. 

Afu:r ien·ing ill lbe u. s. Anny from 1959-62, he cnrol.kd DI West Liberty s~ w~ be l','a, a 
member of the W~ Vlotlnla Conference title i=nu In 1961 llOO 1963, lllro coachal by Km111ld. 
He wa., injured uod cwllin't compeu: for part ofbiii college =r. 

Afttt gratJuwon, h.e coached wrutling at Wheeling CoUes;e nml wuted \be V(J'C3tling prognllll at 
old Skyvuc Hi~ Sclioo\. He abo cooched Martln:i Ferry High kl an OVAC title in 1968 u., well~ 
ICctiorutl anJ <littril't <.,"fOWIU. He served 11311 wrntllrq: uffirnl frum 1970-86 ll!ld a, oihktic tli=tor 
at Slyvuc for 28 y= llllll Monroe Cet1tral two ye.an plwl tJuce years a, trnck =h 111: Slq·,-uc. 

Hehr Wllll lrtt.lucteu lnto the Bridgeport High S.:hool Sportll full of F111ne lo 2011 arai Wai the 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestlllljl Co:io:be:I ~Mr. Mat~ aWW in 2012. 

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - l960sJ 
D.m Abramawic:: (Steubc:rwille Catholic CeamJ High S.:bool, Cw1 of 

1%3). Th.b gl!)C•flngered w!de rc:cci..uhoo tn IJ1aU: bc:J!even out of countku 
<loubkn e\'Ct)' itep of ht., brilliant footbD.11 cam:r. 

The Cnuaden' th:rce~port mndout WM <leemed too ~low aml too small 
to make It lo big-time college football. After be shmldcrl tfJBt fallacy, 
Abr.unowicz dill so even more emphaticcll}' oo the profe"loool level. 

After o .-p;uillng career at St£uhem·!Ue Central wh.cre he wat honorm u 
an all-OVAC and iill-Ohio wide recel\-er, the rolkg0 =l~ o,c:re nowhere 
to be found, tume<J off by hl., flCOOlriao-lik 4.8 40--meter doding. HJ.ii lone 
college scho!D.l"llhip offer= from Xavier Ullivcr.;;ity in ClllCinmtl. 

Abramuwicz made the meat of that opp,JTUriity, Mil went on to enjoy II reconl-sctting stiiy with 
tile: MU!ilr.etcers. 

Abr.unowkz c3tal:,lid1etl 11 ~ m Xavier =:ei.ing m:urili d.urlns a brilliant four-y=- c=r, 
]11C!udlng 120 tll:tdteJ for 1,685 yard., !IUU 14 tooi.:hdo-wns 

Hls prodlg!oos oumbc:n rcmhetl in him being wbbcd b)· the New Or\can1 Sllinu. In the 17th D.Ild 
finlll 11J111lll of the 1967 NFL Draft. Thal 17th round pklr. turned out to bc: 11 gem for the Saints. 

Abnu:nowkl con-cd out II pro career that many firn-nnmden M.lU1d reliih. 
He WIIS instant impact in '"lbc Big Eosyt IWJ<ling 50 l)lU$¢ll for721 ynnh Bnll SU toucb.lowru os 

he wu one of the top contc:ruJcn for NFL Rookie of the Year honcmi. 
Tuo SCIISOn.'l illu:r, Abrmnowicz Jed the leng11C with 7) rccepti,xu. His biggest NFL acbieY=nt, 

howevu, "-"fl 1-C'tlillS II J~ rcconl furcattbinJj: a p,1:'J in 104 consecutive game,, whlch ~ ,lno.:e 
~n broken. The Snintll dealt Atmuom,..icl to tbc Slltl Frano:ili.--o 49cn after th!! tcrond game of the 
1973 5enJJ.lfl for <loot cboi=I. Afur r111 mlju:stment perio,:l, he becmne a 49cn' mnc:r the last II 
&lllllCS, cotching 35 pn.ucs for 442 yun:ls and 111D. Ile retired llfu1" the 1974 iCa'lO!l, 11 cwnpaign ln 
which he grabbed 25 pas~ for San Frundsco. Abramowkz pul up some lofty numbc:n during hh 
clsbt"}"CIII" NFl. c=, He Clllldit 369 pass.es fur .'5,686 ynnh Md 39 TIA ln 111 game,. 

Doug Swearingen (Athlete - 1970,J 
DoJtK S11-'ffU"fflem (Martirn Ferry Hiah Schxil, Clll'I of 1979). He wa, best 

blown for hh pitching prnwen, but Swearingen was a mu1li•iip011 W-O<luut fllf 
the: Purple Riden. 

ln ad<llticxi to the: diamond, Swefflngcn spmUcd on thc gritllron a.swell wr the 
hanlwood for m:r)'. Willi that SAill,Swefflnscn icmairu ooe oitbe finest hurlcn 
in Ohlo '-hliey prep o.nn.tls. 

The crafty ~w was II four-year bru:eball lcttermnn for the Purple Riden. 
Wh!:11 no1 on the hill, S11-~arin&en WL'l II hnnl--hittlog outfielder. 

He Wat a two.time all-Valley OODIJltt And wa.s II flrot--1eam 1111-0hlo 11ekctioo 
8.'I II senior. There "ll."113 no Dll-OVAC leam bod: then. 

Swearingen went 6-211 senior, compiling a mJnill.--ulc (),74 ERA. He fzimal 130 battm in 62 lnnln~. 
He WIii CQllllily u potrot: ot the plAte, timing a t\Ol5t Al:! "11.ith eight doobie:'I, three triplcJ, OllC hoo:rr 
anll 24 RBI. He last the ultirruite beartbmllerthat ~.dropping 11 1-0, 10-inni!l!I iliwkt finnl oJfalr 
to Clldiz. He muck oot 20 inn routc•goin,q effort. 

Soch r1110015Wltlinn prep= luid cobegc twcball coaches covetfnB the 6 ft. 2, 195-pouOO ~ 
paw. He c!K=Tbc Ohlo Sb:te Uni\'~!}', 11 da:Won tr '\VOU[d 001 t"eifCI. Swcnlni;e:n wa.s II fOUl')"Cal" 
letlenlrn fur the BucUyeii. He campilal a sp:irlling r3- \)=mart. ,..,_itb n 3.80 ERA. Swearl!JiCll 
wa., a mperb 9-] 11111 junior, km~ only to QkWioma in the NCAA Rcgk,na]. He wu 8CCOClli-team 
all-Big Tea tlwt ilCasua. Swearingen f1nJshed ~ 5,;ariet & Gray= tied fur 14th place for= 
nnmd w!m, ninth in innlngs pitcml (T7!:I) nnd 13th In aui1rout, (224). He wi,;s the team'• co-aiptain 
U II senior. 

He wa, uraftai by the: Seattk Marinm in the 23nl inmd. He pild:cl fc. fwr )= in the mitn1, ~ 
30-22 wtth n 3 .36 ERA. Sweminseo wes DI.so a member nfthe I <ha.US. NZllirnal Team wbidi partil.ipalal 
in Sotih K£Ra. He p:NCd 11 3-l =nl with am ERA a., thc Us. claimed the brorm medal. 

A two--ye11r ln footbcl.J and ooskrthall leucrowt, he "11.'!U a rust-te3rn aJt-OVAC defensive bad,; u 11 
9CJUOI' and win chosen to pliiy in the: OVAC All-Star Football Game, but he opted to bypm the i:ffl1le 
due to!ili Ohio State ~I 11d1olarshlp. 

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980s) 
Chm SUm-( Buckeye Trail His:h School,Oas.sof 1986). You nnmc the Jport 

nnd tlili fcqmer Warrior m.!r.ed en mute to eamlng 12 vanity lcttco WMl eventu
ally II scholanhip to Michigan. 

While foolball IIDU ba:ilr.etball were prtorltl~ for Starr, ba.,cba!l WIIS where 
be mode hb gre.atc~ impact. 

Swr ~ a sWldout oo the hill for the W,mlon and earned ftm:-team all
Ohio Clil5.J A, firn-team llll-Ea.strn1 Dutrlct imtl first-team nll-OVAC. He iilso 
pl11yetl in the Ob!o North-South All-Star Sain. 

During the summc:r month!, Starr wu II lr.ey contributor for the Mnpumi 
Post 666 Amerk1m Legion 5q_u~ whkh woo two WltC rill,:, lltld ployed m thll 
Americ11n Lcgioo World Series in lgi\6. 

Starr Cllmetl ll fu!I t-eball 5Cholllnhip to pl=y fur the Wolverlac-, in baseball. He pl•yed tom 
seams lo Ann Arbor, witutio!, a Blg to champio~ in 1987. DOJe to injury, Stnrr eventu--

~~:C~~~~~~~ :~~~ i:t:~tc~~: :~ ~caoEJ{A ~;_\f~~ouA= 
n pre-= llll-Americ-an, but tore his ACL ln ihc llnt ga.mc of the season. 

Continuing to uvercnrne ,,h-ersity, Starr WL'l tlnfted in the 16th nxmd of the Mnjor Lugue 
Bucb~ll Dni.ft by the Te,;ris Rangm lo 1991. He pl~yed three scasomr ofprnfmiOnll! bueball. 

On the fnotbiill fle!d, S\lur etched hi1 nnme ioto Bm.'lr.eye Tr.i.l.l hls!of)· It'> the school's 1111-tlme 
leader i11 passin11 IUld ru.,hlng ye.nh. He wa.s ~n htJnorable mention all-Ohio pid:. flf'll--team nll
OVAC 111111 fITTl•team llll•E.istem District. He W118 chITT-Cn to piny ln the OVAC All-Star Football 
Grune, but turned It doo,-n d11C to Lcgicm hllseball. 

Durlni b!lmtball 6CIISOll, Stnrr rliw earned iiJ[-i;tHte ,crohulcs. H0 Wu named lo the tltird·team M 
wel111J firltrteun all-OVAC llllU cl!-Dhtrict 12 squad,. All tokl, he Sl.'OIW 770 polntll, 11veraglog 12 
point1 n g~mc. He~ 367 rebouruh, paned out 154111,Sistl l100 wll45 percent from the fklil. 

Joe Maroon (Athlete - 1950sJ 
J~ Maroon (SL John Central Hlgh S<.-mol, Clnsl of 19.'58). A fU\Jr-yenr IriMI 

lcttemw\ in footbal],-ba.11r.etWII and ~boll, he becwne the rtnt St. Jotm'• 
iJk[der to Clll1 first team All-Ohio football honon (u a <lefen.siYe !llfety) e.nd 
abo wa, M All-Ottio baseball selection. A two-time All-OVAC iUUl A!l.Valley 
football honoree, he WU co-caplllin-uf the 1957 All-OV 'Big s~bool' honor rail 
~ ~ ."i-fool-6, 150-pound two-way bad::. After urning ~on;.I team All-OVAC 
booon OS II wphom~. be helped the lri,h recoru the 1Chixl]'8 nnt-e;-ei- perfect 
football~ of 9-0 with an OVAC title 11.111 juoior urnJer Colu:h Heu Hnly 
hi l956. Theil he por.ta1 major untlstlcs in only r.even ga= (6-1 record) in a 
~or K:IISOll warteneu by influenu. 

As a senior. MnnlOII led the Jrisb In lCOl"!ng e.nd TlilllillJ! in the !ICVl'll·giUtle 
s=. He led Eru:tcm Oblo wltb 107 poinL'I Oil 17 touchdo,..,_,u ,rnl five ~--om·enloo Tlllll w:xl ol50 
completed 16 of3.'5 ~ forclgbt M:Ol'Cll. He bad eight TD rurn between 50-80 vards; returned four 
kicb for 'fO:'l with II long of 78 yartls; IIDU Juul four-TD games agllinst Wheeling ·Central, Mingu antl 
&mc!\'ilk. 0a defrn~. he intercepted five panes 111111 also puntal. 

A three-sport Irish team co--cipuln, he 11.UO wu 1elecred captain of the, winlling Ohin team In the 
~~'.o-W, V~. All-SW game. He ,ho W8.'1 nwarucd the Ux·a-Co!. Sdx1h1r-Atblntc Awnn.l by 

Maroon 11tt.:nded luilian.a Ullivemty on II football ~lmhlp and camcJ Acndemic A!l•Ameril:a 
honon. He WII:' 11 Wl:rtin~ halfback In 1960 and 11.\'cntied .'53 ylllll., D. CllfT;', 

After ~nng a mcilical degree from lnillnrw, ho trained at Georgetown Unlvenlty .oJ at Odon! 
uru~·cnity In England. Cum:11tly Vice-Chl.imwu IIOO Profenor of Neurnn1rgery at the Univenity of 
Piruburib, ~ ls also the Te,m Ncuroruq;ron fur the Pitubun.h Steelen. He WO participcUc:s in aumcr-
0\13 mnratboo. na:e, unll triathlom. He wa.s the Upper Oblo Villcy Dapper Dan MM of the Yem- In 1987 

Richard 'Dick' Kerwood (Athlete -1960s) 
Richard "Diet" K,,..,,.c,od (Bi.mop Don11tmn Hi~ &:boot, □ass of 1968). 

Some wou\J hnvo ~-lewo:l it 8.'I II lumdkap; Kerwoo.f i.ue<l It III motiH!l.iO!l. 
The Bishop Dollnhue sw was born June 9, l950 with jtw one 11ml. It never 

b.iadcred him la llfe or llhletk-s. 
During his youth, be played ~I ond bucball, CXl-Clling in both. He 

w.u rilit1 • pioocer In wdghtlifting. He bougbt II cast iron set of wels:hts whflc 
In grade Khoo! find used lt passionately. The vuionary strength tralolna: pnid 
haniliorne dh"il1entl1. 

Ali. frcrlunnn DI Bisbop Dooabue, Kerwood played footh,Jl, ~tbzill WW 
hllsehaU for Coach Tom O'Connell, lettering in llll three sporu. 

DI.Iring the Den three yCUJ at the McMecheo-bued t.ehool. tr upted to COJll.--etl· 
tratc onju.n football 1111J ba5ktball. It proved n ~111 decb!oo. 
li~·=~6c~er~' 190-pournlcr Wlrtcd mt grid.iron hb fi.na\ t/Ir0e !ICII.SOl\ll as n center, mldtlle 

During that time, he wa.s accorded oll-Valley. 11ll-OVAC ,00 nll•Statc honor,, named captain of the 
firil two llll-titar iquadt. 

Kerwood dhtlngoWicd himKlf Kl mucb IU II 5enlor i;rlddcr that ~ earned hollOTllbk menlion All· 
American plaudiu. He wa, a.ho in.,.ltcd 10 pay in the OVAC A!I-Star Footbftll Game, 

His ba.,lr,etbal] c= with ihc Bidiops ,lso tid on nll-r;tar ruihi3. KcJ"ll.·ood W8.'I the team's ~Iller 
WW~ llll-OVAC and 1111-Val\ey hooco. He wa.s occunJed the Sporunwuhlp Trophy Ill th!l We5t 
Vlrginia State Baski,tb!lll Tuununnrnt L'l • ecnior. 

Kerwood's qmliing J)fep play afforucd hlm ieveral co]kgc &eholanhip offcn In bolb football ,nd 
balltetbnll. He opted to pilly f,)'.)(ba]I at Snlem Co!\ege, Clll"D.lng extcnsi~-e play!og tlmc a., 11 freshman. 

A., We would have it, Kcni.·ood w~ 1111gi;;a!l)' killed in an automobile DCCl<lcnt mortly after hl., 
fro,h grid 5nwn at Slllem. 

Alex Welker (Athlete - 1970.J 
Akx Wtlbr ~ Lhnl}· School, 011.n of 1977). He i1 the Mil:hnel Phe!{l' nf 

Ob!n V.Uey swimmer,. 
Weller gpllihetl hb w11y to II career like llllJIC other in OVAC 1wlmmlng .nnlll.-i. 

Simply put, Weller was tmbeatab!e. 
lbe Linsly star never I~ a ra,;e lo blgb tchoo], lnduding tel=yi., '° lt ii D!l!y 

fitting that he is the flm ~wlmmeJ to be intluctetl lnto the OVAC Hllll ofFlllUC, 
He entere<J Llllll}' 8.'I II~ IIOU quidJy eUAblhhed hlnuclf llJ III\ aquatic 

star. An exclamation point to hh uoblemimed record w~ thllt ho hc!d an OVAC 
record lo every event he ~ornpc:tc<l In. He competed without ever shaving hi~ body 
or t,pcrfog, mclhodt \UC to lower~~. yielding faster time,.. 

Web still holdi Khoo\ lIKi OVAC r~.:unh <latl!lg tm.:k to 1976. He camcd the d~inctioo ofbe!n11 
named All-Amcric11n D..'I both II junior MU i.en!or. • 

Hit uapa:raI!eled (Wimming career proved a ~ngboan.l to II M:holanhip from TilC Ohio Stat:, 
Unlvcn!ty, 111\il Welker fou.nd lllO{e pt-cl SUCL-et9 ln Co!wnbw. 

Ha Wllll voted the Buclr.eye1' ~bmnn Swimmer of the Yee:r. helping the S~nrlct & Gray to a=
up finhh la the Big Ten. He wu a two-time NCAA qualifier while cstab!ilhlng flve Ohio Sllltc record.'i. 

Weltef. unfornuutely, ruffcte:cl II IJlJljor moultlcr injury durin11 hh $0phomore =n, llllU IIlllllY 
thought his ,wimming carttr wu o\·cr, He proved the nnysay= w!Ullg 11S he earoctl ~cumcb!IC!r:: of the 
Year Awartl" while 11.\.so seuJog II acw Ohio Stau: m:onl io Che 200-mcter frccttyle 11.'1 11 ~nlor. 

He also Kt llll1llCTOOl m:Ot\U durlni,: his CWl.er YCllO lnAAU rnmpe!itloo. 
Heal.roc,metl apiece of11 world~. In 1975,he wr.,a member of~ JO-swimmer team Ihm estab

lished II world nwk in the .'50.mJle relay 111 Mount Vernon, Ohio, with Welkr posting the fnstest 1plit. 

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - t980sJ 
Shtrwn Hm:,n1 (St. Clairni!10 High School, Cla.,~ of 1987). Footbnll w11.1 the 

name uf the game for thi~ Red Devils" i~on. 
Yuu name the w,y to be Involved !11 • f1-.:itball fmne ~ \-1.ni:ent was the [Cllllcr 

of II team !hilt advaoccd to the OHSA A Oi;·i~an n st.Ille semlfiru11'l before falling 
to Chagrl11 Fnlls Kennoo, 22-21. ' 

Vrn:ent triggc:rctl the Red lkYili' attw.:k at the ~k 1pot, 1e0ina; lln Ohio 
Valley record for rushin!! yem.'l fnxn the posi!Kln nt 1,360 ylUW in 13 gnmeJ. He 
ilia ieom.l 150 p;iiots for a Red Devil 5(jtllUl whkh o.-·oo the OVAC 0ll'l 3-A 
title, During the regul11r -.ca.wo, \-11l<.'ent 11venigcd 10.t ymtl.., 11 can}' IIOO !ICoced 
20klUChdovria. 

Vmccnt ~ for 441 ;'llnls nnd four touc/ukJwns during hl• senior =F.ISJl· 
Ail toki, he 6!.-oretl 24 toudxlo1irn,_ He wa., ll1511 a "11.'tapon u II punt arul kid: rctu:mcr, occumulating 
638 yanh llUU three $1..--ore:J, On the defcn.'llv~ 1hlc of the b!lll, Vlocent 1U11IDCU lo the =ondary wxJ 
lw1 'Cven interceptions. 

For hh =n, Vln<..-elll Wll-1 VI llll-OVAC,a\l-Ohio and a\l-Vn\le}' 1el~ion. 
Upon hi, gnduatiOll, be ll.'CCptetl a u:holt.nhlp to play <lcfcruiYe b:u:k >It the Uoivcrsity of Akron. 

He blartel.l for the Zlps fur th=: ICl:WllS 11DU lo 1988 uwe,J the tup rophrnnore 11"11."nnl. He !!lll bo]UJ 
the school rcronl with 265 interception return yrutb nod lti1 I)= lnterceptiom rank second in the 
Akron record book. 

Vmcec:tt then signed II free-ageDt cootract w[th the Pittsburgh St~]CT'l, pl11ying 10 ~ in 1991 nod 
recortliog two lnterceptlOM. 

A.,ide from hiJ kotball pruweSl. Vil!Cellt leaered in ~lr.etbllll 11nd track 1111il field fur the Red Devib. 
He wiu the tnid, most vrtlunble athlete rmil still ho!Ull the ~hool looi:•Jump rec-ord. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Amber Ellison (Athlete -1990s) 

Amber Ellison (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) . The 
Lady Colts' basketball program is one of the most storied in the Ohio 
Valley and Ellison is a major reason why. 

Ellison was a four-year Jeuerwinner for the Lady Colts, twice earn
ing first-team all-Ohio accolades en route to her honors and eventual 
basketball scholarship to 'Wheeling Jesuit University, 

She's currently Meadow brook's second nil-time girls' leader in points 
(1,363) and rebounds (850) and the all-time leader in steals (506) and 
assists (472). Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single-game record 
for 44 points, which she netted as a senior against John Marshall. 

During that senior season, El!ison averaged 24J points and 14.6 rebounds per game en route 
to every first-team award imaginable. She wns first-team all-Ohio in Division ll, Eastern District 
Player of the Year; All-District 12; Player of the year in the East Central Ohio League and first
team all-OVAC, She was also chosen for the Ohio North-South nnd OVAC All-Star games. 

As a junior, Ellison poured in 19 points, grabbed 10 rebounds, passed out 5.7 assists nnd 
snared 55 steals per game en route to first-team all-everything. She was also named honorable 
mention all-USA Today. 

If basketball wasn't enough, Ellison is also one of the finest softball players to ever wear a 
Lady Colts' uniform. She batted better than .400 every year of her career. Ellison was a three
time all-Ohio softball selection and four-time all-district pick. She was player of the year, as a 
sophomore, in the ECOL after batting .506 with seven home runs, seven trip!f.'s and 37 RBI. 

At Wheeling Jesuit, E!lison scored l ;173 career pints, grabbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389 
assists and made 218 steals and blocked 42 shots. A four-year letterwinner, she was a two-year 
captain for the Lady Cardinals and was twke named to the all-WVIAC squad. 

After her playing career at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching position at Shenandoah where 
she served as an assistant for a season before ascending to the head coaching job. She was with 
the Lady Zeps for three seasons, posting a 54-17 record while reaching three district tourna
ments. She also had brief coaching stints at Franklin Heights and Olentangy Orange. 

Kenny Howell (Athlete - 2000s) 
Ken11y Howell (St. John Central High School, Class of2000). It didn't 

matter the season or the sport for this former Irish standout 
However, it was in track and field where Howell made his greatest 

impact despite only participating in the sport for three years because he 
played baseball as a freshman. 

After being encouraged to give track and field a try, Howell became 
the area's most decorated male thrower, shining in the discus and shot 
put. 

Howell was a three-time all-Ohioan in the discus. He placed third in 
the state his first season in the circle and then captured the coveted Division III state cham
pionship in 1999. As a senior, Howell was undefeated until the state meet when he settled 
for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feet. 'lbat mark still stands as the best in Ohio 
Valley history. Along with his efforts in the stnte competition, Howell was II three-time OVAC 
Champion in the platter event. 

Howe!! placed fifth in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a two-time OVAC 
champion in the iron-ball event. 

Howe!! also ran on high quality sprint relay teams for the Irish. 
On the football field, Howell etched his name into St. John Central history as a three-year 

starter for squads which combined for a 25-6 record and qualified for the playoffs in 1999 
after a 9-1 season. 

Howell was the primary running back for the Irish.amassing 1,500 yards as a junior en route 
to second-team all-Ohio status. He was first-team all-stater as a senior when he nm for better 
than 1,300 yards and was twice named to the OVAC's first team. 

Howell was also a three-year starter for the Irish basketball program. 
After high school, Howd! accepted a track ~dmlarship to West Virginia University, but 

eventually transferred to The Ohio State University where he completed his career and degree. 
lie now resides in Columbus ll!'lltW1'.rni.s in the construction business, 

Thomas E. Rataiczak (OVAC Family) 
Thomas E, Ratukzak(Bellaire High School, Class of 1964). Succeeding 

the late Sam Mumley and his friend-to-all, get-it-done attitude as the guid
ing force of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference would not be an easy task, 
but it's one that Rataiczak has done with tremendous vision and class ... 
and then some. 

"Rat" has been the de facto head of the OVAC as Executive Secretary 
since 1999, and under his leadership, the bi-state conference has grown 
to an all-time high of 50 member schools from Ohio and West Vlrginia. 

During Rataiczak's watch, the Conference has grown by leaps and 
bounds in a variety of areas,Among them have been the formation of the OVAC Hall of Frune 
and the OVAC Sports Museum {both located in WesBanco Arena in Wheeling); instituting 
boys' and girls' basketball tournaments and expanding many of the other even!.'l, most notably 
the revised fonnat of the track championships; creating an All-Conference Academic Team 
in conjunction with Ohio University Eastern; the creation of an official OVAC website; stan
dardizing all championship awards; developing a meet director's handbook; computerizing all 
financial accounts; providing countless SportsWorld speakers to the area for more than 600 
school assemblies, raising more than $250,000 to bring them in at no cost to the Conference; 
and placing the Conference on solid financial ground through a partnership with Scholastic 
Sports ti-farketing. 

A retired Bellaire High School teacher, he served as a "Founding Fatl1er" and Director of 
the BIIS Sports Foundation and has been chainnan of the Bellaire Wa!I of Fame/Hall of Fame 
Committee for more than 20 years. Raraiczak. has been the Big Reds' basketball scorekeeper 
for 43 yem, working at more than 1,700 consecutive varsity and junior varsity games. In fact, 
the OVAC's Scorekeeperffimer Award presented annually at the OVAC All,Star Basketball 
Classic is named in his honor. 

He has a!so served more than 30 years as the BIIS record-keeper, publishing extensive media 
guides for both football and basketball. 

The recipient of the Bellaire Alumni Association's Outstanding Alumnus Award in 1992, he 
ITT"aduated from West Liberty State College and obtained a master's degree from Wes! Virginia 
[Jniversity. He receh·ed the Robert S. McKehey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club in 2010 and his most recent undertaking was being elected to the Bellaire Board of 
Education in 2012. 

Denver Williams (Athlete - 1990s) 
Denver Williams (Cadiz High School, Class of 1996). When it comes to 

speed, there have been very few, if any, faster than Williams. 
Regardless if it was on the track or on the football field, Williams was 

consistently running away from the opposition. 
Williams was a four--year regular in both track and football for the 

Cardinals. On the ova!. Williams wrote his name into Ohio Valley history 
in both the 100-meter and '.WO-meter dashes. 

He wasted little time in making a name for himself. He won the Division 
Ill state 200-meter dash title as a freshman in 1993. lie proceeded to win 
three more, making him one of just five athletes in state history to win the 
same event four straight years. 

Williams didn't stop witb the 200 titles. He added the Division III 100,meter crowns to his 
resume in both his junior and senior seasons. Williams ran his personal-best times of 10.55 
and 21.50 to win the gold medals as a senior, and both still stand as all-time OHSAA and Ohio 
Valley records. 

On the football field, Williams also sparkled, earning first-team all-Ohio and all-Eastern 
District twice. He owns the Cadiz school record for career rushing yards with 4,479. 

After his prep career, Williams accepted a football scholarship to the University of Kentucky 
where he also ran track. lie red~shirted Ill! a freshman and then transferred to Youngstown State 
where he helped the Penguins win the NCAA Division I-AA National Championship. All told, 
he lettered four years at YSU in football and three in track. 

For the Penguins' track team, Williams was the 200-meter runner-up in the Mid-Continent 
Conference and was apart of school records in the indoor 4x400 and sprint medley. 

Williams has now entered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohio Northern and 
Heidelberg. Currently, he's working as a football coach and truck coach at Trinity College in 
Hartford, Conn. 

Class 
of 

2013 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Tim McCoy (OVAC Contdbutor) 

rim McCoy (Jefferson Union High School, Class of 1978). For a quarter of 
a century, McCoy has taken the lead role in expanding broadcast and internet 
coverage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specifically those of the Ohio 
Valley Athle1ic Conference. 

Those efforts have helped give thousands of area high school athletes 
tremendous exposure, with countless thousands of viewers able to watch the 
val!ey's best perform in the athletic realm. 

Among the many highlights has been live TV coverage of various all-star 
contests, most notably the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic from Wheeling Island Stadium and the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling 
Championships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. At one time, WTOV-TV9 also aired the 
Samuel A. Mnmley OVAC Al!·Star Basketball Classic. 

Other events include the football "Game of the Week" broadcasts (replays of area games fol
lowing the comprehensive ''Sports Friday" shows); in-depth pre-season football team previews 
and the "Big 22" awards banquet in December. WTOV-TV9 also has an e:i.tensive internet 
football supersite available. 

McCoy became Vice-President and General Manager of WTOV-TV9 in 1994. Prior to that, 
he sen-ed as the station's Operations Manager for six years 

He began his career in television as a Production Techoician at WNEO-TV in Kent from 
1979-82. He first joined WTOV as a Promotion Producer from 1982-85 and then spent two 
years at NBC affiliate WLEX-TV in Lexington, Kentucky as Promotions and Creative Services 
Director where he received two ADDY awards. 

He has served on various boards in the Ohio Va!ley, including as president and campaign 
chairman of the United Way of Jefferson County. the St. John Arena, the Steubenville Rotary 
and the Steubenville City-of Murals, He is also a member of The Friends of Wheeling, the 
Eastern Ohio Valley Tech Prep Consortium, Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce, the 
Wheeling Area Chamber of Commerce, Franciscan University of Steubenville, Historic Port 
Steuben and the Jefferson County WIND Team. lie was named 1995 City of Murals "Volunteer 
of the Year": the Community Leadership Award from the Franciscan University of Steubenville; 
a Community Award from the Steubenville branch of the NAACP; and the One in a Million 
Award from the Steubenville Million Man March Committee.awards. 

He was the 1997 Ro~rt S. McKelvey Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Richard 'Hoot' Gibson (Med!Jll 

Rkluml "Hool" Gib ton (St. Claimille Hiib School, Clan of 1970). 
He bc.gan his career in the local media In 1981 and tw spent 32 years on 
the uaff nt The Ttme! Lender. serviog as a !JlOIU writer and for a brief 
tlm.e llll Sports Editor mid also iu Area News Editor. 

Gibson has wrinen couatles:s columns covering high school, college 
and profecional sports and in.,tituted the: All-limes Leader teams in all 
high &ehool sports. 

He 1w COYcred OVAC coole!its in nearly eVCI)' sport and at most 
coof~oce school! over the years, indu.din~ OVAC AH-Star games in every sport. 

Gibson 1w been seen at countless sporting event.'! oot onlf locallY, but mmind the country. 
He's covered se\·eral NCAA meo's basketball ~nrui1 Four' games, many World Serie! and 
MLB All-Star Games, 10 Super Bowls and II! cot!ege football bowl game:s. He's al~ authcmi 
coontles! stories on the Ohio State Buck.eyes and the West Vuginia Mountain= and served 
ooe year as the beat writer for the PitubuJih Pirate,. 

He recel\'ed the OHSA A Media Sen'icc Award for the En.stem Imtrict in 2!XXl and has won 
several Ohio Prep Sporn Writers Association awanh over tho yem. 

Gibroo was also a freelance writer for 1evenl yean for Bclethall Wealy magazine based 
out of Detroit, Mi.chipn. 

Gibson, who attw3ed Harding Univenity in Arkansas, abo spell! SCYe:ral yean 8.'l. local 
baseball, basketball and volleyball official and ser,ed as manager of the Fal.rpoint-Neffs hall
club of the Ohio Valley Baseball le ape. 

Nick Aloi ccoacbesJ 
Nirk Moi (Midland (Pa.) High School, Class of 1962). His coocbh1a 

career began with a thtee•year stint at hi! alma mater, Mldand (Pa.) Lincoln 
High, when: he led the team to a ,tate runner-up fmish in 1986. He wu 
named Ou, A "Coach of lhe Year" in western Pennsyll'ania in 1983. 

Aloi's coaclting nay at East Liverpool began in 1986 and gpanncd 20 
yem, longer than any bruiki:lball coach In school history. He compiled 11 
crutt-r record of 326-121, an imprusive winning percentage of 73%. 

ff LS Potter-coached teams won four Ohio Valley Ath\eiic Conference cham· 
piooships (1991, '94, '95 and '99); nine sectional titles; six district crowns nnd 
one~~ championt.hip with an OHSA A State "Final Four" Appearance In 
1999. The '99 tum finished with 1 2J.-2 record, £Alling to Shaker Hdghu (71-63) in the Oh·ision 
I state semifinal!. 

He Will seletted Ohio Division I "Coach of the Yeartt in 1996 by the Ohio High School Basl-ctball 
Association and 1999 by The Associated Press; was the District 5 Bcletball Coaches A~soci.atlon 
"Coach of the Year" 11 ti=, Eastern D!strict "Coach of the Year" seven times and received slmHar 
honon in Colwnbiana County numcrow: times. 

Hewu previously !nductedlntothe ~ Ll\·eJIX)(ll High Schoo\Atblttic Ht.II off~ the Beaver 
Couoty Sporn Hill of Fame, the Midlaoo Hipl School Sporu Hall of Fame and the District 5 
Bamthall CoacW Anociatioo l--lall of Fame. 

Among Aloi's nttributes were corui1tency, continuity And commltment, eyidtnt lo the foct that he 
OC\'Cf rnwcd an open gym, practice, !Cri.mmage or game duriog his playing or coaching ce:reen, 
He aho narted the popular "Potter Holiday Cln.,sic," a toornamcnt known for quality competition, 
nnd cooducted the "Little Po«ers Clink~ yearly for the district's clemer$ry and middle school 
student, free of charxe, 

As an athlete, Aloi was the leading !Corer, MVP and team c~n of Midland's 1962 uode· -----------------------------! foaled basketball team, earning All-WPIAL and AJ\.Su.te recogmtloo. He then went to Bowline 

JIIIl
• Thomas (Cos-"-) Green Stat.c Uoh·ersity where he w~ a three•year starter and team co-captain, a\'era~ing 15 

He W\'ed three y~ in the Uoited States Navy (1976-78), woding in commllIDCll.tioll5 
for Command 6th Fleet Europe while "9.tiooed in Italy and touriog both Europe and northern 
Afrlra. 

UJt::'I jXJints per eme. Aloi earned hi, bacbclor's degree from Bowling Grun and later olltamed hi! 
Jim Thotruu (Wheeling CcotAU Catholk High School, Class of 1%3). ma5ter's degree from Duqucme Univmity. He was drafkd by the St. Loul.!I Hawb of the NBA. 
The hlghly•regarded "fr is the fourth•winningCil coach in Oblo Valley 

hiltory behind Reno Saccoccla, Jay Circosta and the fellow Hall of FAillfi 
George Stragerwith a 35,yearrecord of235-134-2. He wound up only 35 John Howell (Offlclnls) 
wl.tu off of the all-time Wei;t Vlf!linia state record for football coaching 
Yictorie! (267). John Howtll (Lnnca!ter Fairfield Union High School, Class of 1%7). 

His firn head cw:ching stint came at old Yotl,·ille High where h.e spent When it comes to high school bam:tball officim, Howell is nmoog the 
three years (1968-70), guidiog the Ductillltes to an unbeaten lieason in most recognized indh·iduah throughout the Ohio Valley. After all, duriog 
1970. a 38-year officiatlni career, be worked io pm.ctically every gymnasium out 

He then nsswned the head coachins position as Wheel!og Central there. 
(1971-BO), and moved oo to Wheelini Park for sU seasons (1981-86). From there, it was Howell bcc:une 11. member of the Oh.io Valley Board of Approved 
back to hi, nlma mater for a second &tint, this time guiding the Maroon Knight.'! from 1987- Basketball Officials in I 972. He served as secretary of the ooan:l for 14 
2004. years; as• training class ill5lrUctor for 14 y~; .u ru!e.1 inte~ter for 16 

He coached tearru to s.e\'en Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championship, ( 1974, 1976, }'ears and assigned junior \'ars!ty officials for 14 years. 
1978, 1979, 1990, 2000 and 2004) and four West Vrrginia mte tltle. The M.uooo Koiahts He sm·ed as the OVAC's Assistant Basketball Commissioner from 1983-
werc Class AA slllte champs at the first "Super SixH e\'ent io Charleston in 1979 and ihey 94 and became the Basketball Commissioner in 1995, a role h.e still has today. 
won the CJaM A crown in 2{XXJ, 2002 and 2004. The 2!XXl team set a school record for wutS Howell worked his fim varsity biukelhall game In 1974 (Paden City vs. St. Marys) and his 
{13-1). final appeaance on the hardwood came March II, 2009 ion West Vrrglf!ia Class AA Regional 

He also coached the West Vrrginia "jUad four ti.mes in the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity game at Phillip Barbour High School. 
All-Star Football C!a.nic. Howell worked a total of27 state tournaments: 14 Ohio boys (1987, '8.8, '90, '92, '94, '95, 
Th= wu \'oted the Weo! Vup!lia All-Sport "Coach of the Year" for 2004--05 and the '96, '98, '99, 200:J, '02. '04, '06.' 08); 5 Ohio girls (90, 91, 93, 01, 03); 6 West V1f8lnla boys 

OVACAII-Sport~Coacb of the Year" in bod! 1980 and 2003. He wu also The Jntelligeoccr's (88, 91, 94, 97, 99,03); and 2 West Vuginia girl.!I (83, 89). He al10 wort:ed a total of75 rc&lonal 
"Coach of the Year" in 1979 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan .. Man of the Year" in toumameot game! over the yewi. 
2001. In 1993, Howell wotUd a W. Va.'boyi' state 1emifinal &IIIUC in Owlcston with Mi~ Coyne 

He earned h!s bachelor's degru from West Llbeny State College and a master's degree lo morning and then and Ohio girls' semifinal game in Columbus with Roger Levi later same 
from West V1111inia University. day, He officiated the first three-man champlooshlp boys' p:me lo Ohio in 1996 and the fim 

Thomas passed away in 2005 at the age of 60. 3-man championship boys' pme In W. Va. m 1997. 

-----------------------------! Howell recei\'ed a host of awards over the years, including NROA (National Federation of 

Don Zinni comcinisJ 
Don Zin.ni (Yorh·Ule High School, Class or 1954). He began his offi

ciating carur in 1970 II.! a member of the Ohio Valley Board of FooIDall 
Officials, remalo!ng active until 1991. 

He officiated Ill the dhtrict, regional and state le\·el in the \vVSSAC 
playoffs from 1975-90, worlcio11 the 1977 Class AAA State O\ampionmip 
Game.; and he worked games at the regional and stllle semifinal k\'el in 
1M OHSAA during that same time span. 

Zinni oflklakd the Rudy Mumley OVAC All·Slar Owity Football 
Cl11.Ssic four thne.s (three a:5 referee and one as back judge) and waned 
the OHSFCA North-South All·Star Classic in Massiiloo In 1982. 

A member of tbe OHSA..\ football Ad\·isory Committee £or four years and a Past 
President and Rules; Interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, Zinni became 
OVAC Football Commis~iooer in 1995 and held that position until retlrilli in 2012 as the 
loogest-ternJml indiYidual to 1en·e in that capadty,. 

While serving as OVAC Football Commissioner, tbe affable Zinni expanded officiating 
crews from four men to five; expanded lhe officiating base to iochxk: several areas on holh 
sides of the river including Wheeling, Weirtoo-Steubenville, Mason-Dixon, Parh':rsblll'&
Mari.etta, Columbiana County, Camhridge-ZanesYille and Colwnbus; e:stBhtisbed rating of 
crews by coache~ during the sell!Dn and by the Commissioner after Im sell!Qn; sen·ed as a 
clearinghouse for school3 seeking opponents for schedule openings; and asslgned off1Cials to 
the: Rudy Mwnley OVAC All•SW Charity Football Classic by position rntini:. 

Ziruti also spent several years io the coaching ranks. He first served as junior high and 
freshman basketball coach from 1958-65; was an assistant foolball coach 11.t Yorhille High 
from 1959-6."i; was the head coach at Yorhi11e from J 965-70; and then was the high school 
principal from 1970. 72. 

He 15 alro a member or the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. 
As a hi VI school athlete, Zinni was a four-year lettennan In baseha]l, a two-year kttennan 

in football nnd a one-year letterman in basletball at Yoriville. 

lntencholastic Officials Assodatloo) Official of the Year in West Vuginia in 1992 and In Ohio 
In 1997; Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in ~1. Ohio District 12 Official of the Year in 
1992; West V1J&inia Official of the Yeu in 1994 and was the 2013 recipient oftbe OVAC's 
Robert Dawson Officials' Awanl. He Wa5 inducted Into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame 
in 2003. 

Io addition to basketball, Howell lw worked as a trxk off1ci.al iin.cc 1972, serving io various 
Cllpacltl~ ove:r the years at OVAC meets as well as at the Bellaire Relay5 and Shadyside Relays, 
and he 1w handled the position of clerk at those meets for the last 15 yC11111. 

'While not an on-ficld offic:ial in football, Howell ser\'ed 115 the OVAC's Ani5lant Foodmll 
Commissioner under Hall ofFamerfaan Reese frcm 1983-94. 

Harry 'Moo' Moore (Athlete - l9405J 
Harry "Moo" Moon (Mouruh\ille High School, Chw of 1948). The 

6-foot-2 forward Rt school career scorini record.1 which lasted 18 yean 
until brokn In 1966 by OVAC Hall of Farner BOO Hummell. He Kored 
1,700 career po!nt.'I in four seruoos and he also set the all-time Trojan single
game record of 54 points, including 23 goals, in a 101-17 rout of Camerpn. 

He earned fint team, one•clUJ All·State .u a senior 1111d was twice a first 
team All-OVAC largest Chw AA honoree. He also was the firn state High 
School Player of the: Year homxtt in selection, made from 1948-60 by 'the 
Tri-State JndepeodentToumament held in Si!lersville. 

Moore led the Trojans to records of 15-2 lo 1948 and 19-3 in 1946 when 
the team ad\·anced to the W.Va. region finals. 

He earned a scholarship to West Vrrginia University where he played on three \'arsity teML'l 
with a combined 60-20 record, including a Southern Conference regular sea50l1 nod tournament 
championship. Moore's 84 percent career free throw percentage ranh No. 2 all-time at WVU. 
He averaged 12.8 poiot, a game a:5 a ~nior and Wll.'l 11e!etted booornhle inentlon Al!-Amerlca. 

He also wa, chosen in the slxth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Natlonals. 
He served in the Anny infantry from 1953-55 nod was selected to play In the 1954 anned 
forces Pan-American Oame5 in Mexico and International G= In Germany. In 2007, he wu 
Inducted into the West Vrrginia Univenil~ Sports Hall of Fnme. 

~ Moore, who retired in 1995 from the ml industry, resides io Moundwille. 

~ I) I) 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Athlete-1950s) 

Ro11 "Cy" Godfrey (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1956). 
The 6-foot-5 stringbean set school scoring records whkh remain on 
the books for more than 50 years. He shattered Purple Rider career, 
season and single game marks set in 1944 by legendary OVAC Hall 
of Farner Alex Groza. His reconls include current stalldards of 1,300 
career points, a 32.4 point per game noon as a senior, and twice scoring 
51 points in a game against Wheeling and Benwood Union. The single
game mark has been tied, the others unbroken. He earned All-Ohio and 
All-OVAC honors irl 1956 at the Purple Riders went 18-6 with sectional 
and district titles before bowing to Canton McKinley, 57-54, in regional play. 

He earned a scholarship to the Uni~·ersity of Miami, where he scored 1,384 career points 
as the Hurricanes went 61-18 in his three rnrslty seasons. The 1960 NCAA Tournament team 
went 23-4 nnd the 1961 !'-.TI Tournament squad ended 20-7 as Godfrey earned honorable 
mention All-America. 

. He l_ater ser.'ed as head coach for four seasons of the Hurricanes before resigning in 1971. 
His pnz.e protege was future Basketball Hall of Farner Rick Barry. Godfrey has been inducted 
into the University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame and the Atlantic Coast Conference Legends 
Oass of 2012 although he never played an ACC game. Miami is currently a member of the 
ACC. Godfrey resides in Coral Springs, Fla. 

Ken Vargo (Athlete - 1950s) 
Ken VUrgo (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1952). A three-sport, four

year Purple Rider athlete who was team captain in football and basketball as 
a senior and a track team member. A 6-foot, 184-pound center-linebacker in 
football, he earned first team Associated Press AU-Ohio defense as a senior 
and was selected captain of the Al!-OVAC and All-Valley "Big School" 
honor rolls. The 1951 All-Valley selections were the first ones selecting Big 
and Small School teams. Vargo, a 48-minute player, also was a two-time All
Eastern Ohio selection at center. 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State University where he became a three
year regular at center and Buckeye co-captain as a senior when he earned 
first team All-Big Ten Conference with two teammates in the College Football Hall of Fame -
Heisman Trophy winner Howard (Hopa!ong) Cassaday and Outland Trophy winner Jim Parker. 
Vargo played in the 1956 Hu!a Bowl. 

As a junior, he was a regular on a l0-0 record team which won the Rose Bowl, 20-7, over USC 
and was named the AP National Champions . 

Vargo was drafted in the ninth round by the Chicago Bears of the National Football League, but 
opted to play in Canada with the Ottawa Rough Riders where he was Canadian Football League 
All-Star linebacker in his 1956 rookie season. 

After his playing career. he remained in Canada and resides in Ottawa. 

Jim Brown (Athlete - 1960s) Larry Marmie (Athlete - 1960s) 
Jim Brown (Martins Ferry High Schoo!, Class of 1961), A two-sport Larry Mannie (Barnesville High School, Class of 1960).An All-Ohio 

Purple Rider standout, he is the first OVAC athlete honored primarily quarterback for the Shamrocks, he also earned AII-OVAC honors in football 
for golf. In the OVAC all-class tournament, he improved each vear to and AH-Eastern Ohio honors in basketball and football as a senior. He also 
place fourth, third, second and first his four years. He also wofl three was se!ected All-Valley "Small School" first team quarterback. 
OVAC Ohio-side titles. He won three Ohlo district crowns after placing Playmg for coach Bob (Smokey) Wion on a 7-2 record team as a senior in 
second as a freshman. In the Ohio slate tournament, he improved each 1959,Mannie was selected to the UPI All-Ohio Class AA team and played in 
season - 11th, 8th, 6th and 4th as a senior. His career match record was the 1960 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star game. The 1959 Shamrocks averaged 
43-4, including 13-1 as a senior after marks of 9-2, 11-0 and IO- I. He 30.4 points a game with Mannie rushing for 626 vanls and passing for 566 
was medalist m 39 of 47 career matches. yards in a balanced attack. • 

In basket?all, the 5-foot-l J guard was a two-time All"OVAC Class AAA choice, twice All- In 1960, he walked on at Ohio State University and was a member of the 
Eastern Ohio (co-captain as senior) and All-Ohio second and third team in two wire service freshman team before transferring for his final three years at Eastern Kentucky University. A 
selections. He was co-captain in the Ohio Norrth-South All-Star Game. four-year starter at quarterback, he was team captain and MVP as a senior and set seven school 

He earned a scholarship to play golf and basketball at Ohio State and became OSU's No.I records. 
golfer, and senior learn captarn, and a three-year varsity basketball letterman. After five college assistant coaching jobs, he joined Arizona State as defensive coordinator in 

After six yearn coaching at Rollins College in Florida and Kent State, he returned in 1973 1985 and became head coach for four yearn from 1988,91 .After stops at Tennessee nnd UCLA, 
to become Ohio State's ninth golf coach. He remained for 36 seasons as the lono-est tenured he joined the professional coaching ranks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Cardinals. He then 
coach in any sport at OSU, His teams won 17 Big Ten titles and the 1979 NCAA champi- joined the St. Louis Rams (2004-05) and Seattle Seahawks (2006-09). Last season was his 47th 
onship among II NCAA Top 10 finishes and 31 appearances. A three-time Big Ten Coach year in coaching. 
of the Year, he won national honors in 1979 and 1986. He has been inducted into the Golf He currently resides in California. 
Coaches of America Hall of Fame and the Ohio State Athletics Hall of Fame. Drown splits 1--------::::--------------------------~ 
retirement time between Columbus and Florida. Peri Powell (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Rhonda Noble (Athlete· 1970s) 
Rhonda Noble (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1979). She was 

one of the first three-sport female athletes In Ohio Valley annals. She 
was also one of the best. 

Noble not only starred in volleyball, basketball and softball for the 
Lady Red Devils, bnt she was also just as impressive in the realm of 
academics. Noble's many talents helped elevate the Lady Red Devils 
to team success. 

As a senior, she led St. C.'s volleyball team to the regional tourna
ment. It was a milestone achievement as it marked the first time an 
Eastern Ohio team ever advanced to the Sweet 16. The Lady Red Devils were also crowned 
oyAc champions that season. Noble was voted the team's most valuable player that cam
paign, an honor she also landed as a sophomore. As dominating as she was in volleyball, 
N~ble may ~ave been.even more-so in basketball. In leading St. C. to the OVAC champion
ship her semorcampmgn, Noble landed every conceivable honor. She was voted, nll-OVAC, 
~!I-District, nil-Valley and a!l-Ohio. She was named the team's MVP and was chosen to play 
rn the OVAC All-Star Game. In softball, she was a three-year letterwinner and was again 
named MVP as a senior. 

lier St. C. career featured 10 athletic letters and being voted the school's female athlete of 
the year for 1978-79. She was also a member of the St. Clairsville National Honor Society. 
She was inducted into the St. Clairsville High School Athletic lfa!l of Fame in 2008. 

Peri Powell (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). She distinguished 
herself as a superb college softball player. Unfortunately for Powell, her high 
school did not field a prep softball team. 

That didn't stop her, however, from being an exceptional athlete for the 
Pnrple Riders, lettering in three sports. 

Powel! still rates as one of the finest basketball players, male or female, in 
Martins Ferry history. She poured in 1,404 points in her prep career. In the 
process, the dynamite guard was accorded a!l-Ohio honors as a junior and 
senior. She was also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was 
captain of the All-Valley team that same year. 

Powell displayed her versatility by lettering four years in volleyball for the Ferrians while also 
lettering three years in track and field. 

Softball c~me to the forefront at the next level, as Powell earned a fu!I scholarship to the College 
of Steubenville. As fate would ha\·e it, the college did away with the program after two years. 

Powell remained undaunted, however. She simply took her vast softball skills to West Liberty 
State College. It was a move that paid quick, albeit, short dividends. Powell earned first-team al! 
WVIAC accolades in softball for the Lady Hilltoppers. She opted, however, to leave West Liberty. 

It was not the end of her collegiate exploits. as she decided to ply her trade at Wheeling College 
(now Jesuit University). She scripted a brilliant two-year career with the Lady Cardinals. 

S_he gained nil• WVIAC honors both seasons and was named conference player of the year as a 
semor. She batted .437 that year. Powell played in the NAJA national tournament in San Antonio, 
Texas. Powel! was voted NAIA All-American, the first Lady Cardinal athlete to ever gain that dis
tinction. \Vheeling College retired her softball jersey in !987, 

After her playing days, Powell distinguished herself in the coaching ranks. She served as \1/heeling 
College heac! soft~ coach for two years, being named the WVIAC Coach of the Year, only to ha\"e 
the college discontmue the program. Powell cllrrently se1"es ll1I assistant softball coach al Martins Ferry. 

After receiving her St. C. diploma, Noble went from one hilltop to another. She chose 
West Liberty State College to continue her athletic and academic pursuit and she was a 
rare three-sport perfonner in college. She was an impact perfonncr early on for the Ladv 
Hil\toppers' volleyball pr_ogram. She was named a!!-WVIAC as a sophomore,junior and 
semor. She helped lead \\> LSC to the conference crown in 1981, All-conference honors and t-----;.,;;:;:.;,i,:==::::;;::;:--;-:::--:--:--::::::-:-----;=====:;--1 
Noble became synonymous. She earned a!!-WVIAC plaudits in basketball as a senior and I M k E J" 
as a junior and senior in softball. She was inducted into the West Liberty University Hall ar mmer Ing (Athlete - 1980s) 
of Fame in 2000. She returned as West Liberty's head volleyball coach from 1986-1995. MarkEm111erli11g(East Liverpool High School,C!ass of 1989). Wrestling 
During that tenure, she was twice (1987 & 1981) voted WVJAC Volleyba!! Coach of the and Emmerling are synonymous. 
Year. Noble is the chairperson of West Liberty's Department of Health & Human perfor- He is the unquestioned greatest grappler the Columbiana County-based 
mance in the College of Education. school has ever produced. Moreover. he is one of the most successful in 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference annals. 
Emmerling reached rarified air in January of 1989. That is when the 

talented and gritty Potter became only the second wrestler to win four 
OVAC mat championships, the other being legendary Hall of Farner Bobby 
Douglas. Emmerling established 11JJ East Liverpool school record, chalking 
up 135 career wrestling victories. He also owns Potter school records for 
most high school tournament places (24), most pins (100) and most dual"match victories (92). 

His fourth OVAC Tournament title also brought him the coveted David Bierkortte Award, 
e~b\ematic as the tourn~y's MVP. Em';lerling cnptured three sectional championships, three 
distnct crowns and a regional crown. His state tournament hopes were dashed by injuries as a 
juni?r and senior. 1ps r:ia.t success was widely embraced. by the East Liv~rpool community. He 
recen·ed the Lou \enditll Award as the school outstandmg wrestler whtle also being honored 
by the city's mayor with "Mark Emmerling Day" on Feb. 6, 1989. 

His prep prowess led him to West Virginia University where he earned two mat Iellers for 
the Mouutameers. 

He also perfonned well in cross country, earning four letters for the Potters, and ei:.ce!led in 
the classroom, being inducted in the school's National Honor Society. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Blaine Rose (Athlete. 1980s) Sylvia Crawley (Athlete• 1990s) 

Blaine Rose (Stanton High School, Class of 1984). lfl its heyday, Syfria Crowley tSteubenville High School, Class of I 990). Utilizing her 6 
Stanton boasted some of the premier athletes in the Ohio Valley, but ft. 4 frame, there wasn'! much this Big Red product couldn't do on a basket-
none were better than Rose, He was a three-sport standout, who pos- ball floor. Playing primarily at center, Crawley developed into one of the best 
sessed decathlete-like talents in track while also skllled enough to cam post players Steubenville and the Ohio Valley has ever seen. A three-year 
a Division I football scholarship. !etterwinner, Crawley enjoyed her finest campaign as a senior when she aver-

Rose could vinually do it n!!, whether on the gridiron, basketball aged 17,9 points a game and led the Ohio Valley with 19.4 rebounds and an 
court or in the track arena. When the dust seuled on his success-laden astounding 7J blocked shots. Crawley, who also lettered in track and field, 
prep career, Rose opted to continue his athletic and academic career at ended her prep career with 978 points, 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots. 
the University of MarY!and, where he enjoyed a superb football career. For her efforts, Crawley was twice named to the all-OVAC Class AAA 

The 6 ft. 5, 2 IO·po·under was Stanton's only three•sports all· Valley first team and she captained the Ohio-side all-Valley squad as a senior after 
first-team selection. He was also selected by The Inte!!igcncer as the 1983,84 Ohio Valley earning second team honors as a junior. 
All-Sports athlete of the year. \Vhile scoring, rebounding and blocking shots at will, Ille recruiting picked up steam for Crawley, 

Rose was a three-year starter in football, starring as a tight end and defensive end. He who receh·ed offers from North Carolina State, Indiana, Texas A&~I. Minnesota and numerous 
was selected as captain of the a!!-Valley Small School team as a senior, a season in which other.;, but she settled on the Universlty of North Carolina. For the Tar Heels, Crawley scored 1,158 
he co!!ected more than 100 tackles and caught 23 passes for four touchdowns in a ground- points, grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shots, while starting IOI career games. lier crowning 
oriented offense. achie\"ement, howe\·er, came as a senior when she was named team captain and helped lead UNC to a 

Rose used his great size and athleticism to sparkle in basketball, finishing his career with 33-2 record and the NCAA National Championship. Craw!ey averaged I 3.6 points and 5.2 rebounds 
1,052 points. lie was accorded fitst•team all-OVAC and 111\-\·al!ey plaudits while being per game that season, Crawley was named ACC Defensive Player of the Year three times. She was 
named third-team all-Ohio. He averaged 18.1. points and 14.9 rebounds that campaign as an alternate forthe U$. Olympic Team in 1996 and played on the national team fortlte 1999 U$. 
Stanton finished with a sparkling 17-4 mark. Pan-Am Games and in the World University Games. North Carolina retired Crawley's number (00) 

Rose eamed the rare distinction of being a three-year all-Valley track selection. He and it's just one of l l jerseys 10 hang from the raftern in Carmichael Arena. 
e.\cel!ed as a discus thrower, pole vaulter, high jumper while lending his speed to Red Crawlefs hoop career continued professionally. She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries. 
Raiders· relay teams. He was a 13-foot pole \'aulter which was remarkable for his size while She played in the now defunct ABL for five years and then after playing in Europe, she played three 
also tossing the discus 145 feet, winning multiple OVAC titles in those e\'ents. seasons in the WNBA. During her time with the Portland Power in the ABL, Crawley won a slam 

After picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculated to Maryland, lettering four years dunk contest with a blind·folded dunk. After he p!aylng career, Crawley got into coaching. She served 
for the Terrapins. He was the backup tight end his first two years before landing the starting as an assistant at UNC and Fordham before being hired as the head coach at Ohio University. She 
spot as a junior. By the time he was a senior, Rose had blossomed into a 6 fi. 5, 260-pounder held that posl for two seasons and then accepted the Boston College job, resignil1g in March of 2012 
which resulted him moving to a starting guard slot. 111e move paid dividends as it earned him citing health reasons. 
entry into the NFL. lie was on the New England Patriots' taxi squad in 1990 and the Miami 1--:....-------------------------------1 
Dolphins· taxi squad in 1991, Rose's pro football days ended in 1992 when he played for the 
Orlando Thunder of the World Football League. Bethany Piccolini (AUilete - 2000,i 

Bethany Picrolini(St Clairsville High School, Class of2001). It didn't matter 

Ben "'aylor (A" I 1990 the sport, this Lady Red Derils' product shined. A mainstay in basketball and a 
.1_; ul etc· S) state champion in track and field, it was in volleyball where Picco\ini really left 

Be11 Taylor (Bellaire High School, Class of 1997). 111ere's tough her mark on the Lady Red Devils' athletic program. 
and then there's the way this Big Reds' all-Ohioan played throughout PiccoEni was a four.year letterwinner for the Lady Red De\"lls, earning the 
his career. team's Most Valuable Player honor both as a junior and senior. Leading the 

It didn't matter what side of the hall, Taylor was heavily involved in Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Piccolini was named first-team 
the success of the Big Reds' football program in the mid 1990s. During all-Ohio as a senior. On top of the honor, Piccolini was named the District 12 
Taylor·s career, in which he earned three letters, the Dig Reds compiled Player of the Year and was a first team all-OVAC selection. She also captained 
a 35-3 record, the inaugural all-1imes Leader team as a senior. As a junior, Piccolini earned 

Two of those three losses came in the Ohio Division IV State firnt-team District 12, 111!-0VAC first team and honorable mention all-Ohio. 
Championship Game. Outing those seasons, Taylor saw time at line- Her prowess in vo!leyba!l earned her a scholarship to Eastern Michigan University where she was 
backer, safety and wide receiver for Coach John Magistro's squad. Taylor, who was a first a four-year le1terni11ner. She ranks 13th in EMU career rankings in both kllls and attempts and is 
team a!!-Ohioan and a "Mr. Football" finalists as a senior. finished his career wi!h 348 tack- eighth in block assists. Her hitting percentage of .778 ranks third and she once had 10 blocks in a 
[es and 12 interceptions on defense. He was also a mainstay in the passing game, catching match, which is tied for I !th. 
130 passes for 1,679 yards and 12 touchdowns in his career. He was also an outstanding In track, Piccolini utilized her jumping ability as a high and long jumper, She won the Division II 
punter. He also owns the Bellaire single-season record for receptions in a season (70) and state title in both events. She was a long jump champion as a junior and finished second that season 
career. His career tackle number ranks third in Bellaire historv and his 192 tackles in a in the high jump. Pkcolinrs all-time best high jump of 5 ft. 9 is still the Division II, Region 7 record 
season ranks second. His receiving yardage is fourth. Taylor was -chosen for the Ohio North- as well as the best-e\·er in the Ohio Valley. As a senior, Piccolini brought home the state gold in the 
South All-Star Game and was chosen as a team captain. He also took part in the OVAC high jump, clearing 5 fi. 7. Her mark of 18 ft. 1/2 in,, which ranks thin! all-time in the Ohio Valley, 
All-Star Game and captained that squad. was good enough for !hird place. She also qualified to the state meet in the 400 once and ran on 

He landed a scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years. 'Ibe Hokies were 39-9 sprint relays for the Lady Red Devils that also qualified for the state meet. Pkcolini was also a five-
during Taylor's career in Blacksburg. En route to being named a semifinalist for the Butkus time OVAC champion.She was chosen to take part in the prestigious Midwest Meetof□1ampions, 
Award. which goes to the nation's premier collegiate linebacker, Taylor recorded 318 tackles placing second in the long jump, fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400. 
and seven career sacks. He was twice named all,Americnn and all-Big East. After finishing On the basketball court, Picco!ini scored more than I ,lXXl points in her career and earned first-team 
the regular season undefeated in 1999, Taylor and the Hokies (who had Michael Vick at all•Ohioas a senior when she scored 18 points a game. She was first-team all-OVAC asa senior and 
quarterback) played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National Championship against Florida she was also chosen for the OVAC All-Star Game, She was twice named team MVP, 
State. The Hokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game after the While at f:J-.IU, Piccolini joined the Eagles' track team and finished fith in the Mid.American 
2001 season, He was then drafted in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round. Conference Outdoor Cl!ampionship Meet in the high jump. Picco!in~uated from Eastern 
He spent four seasons at linebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green Bay Michigan in 2006 with a degree in Sports Medicine-Exercise Science. She then earned a doctorate 

Packers in 2006, but injuries ended his professional playing career. All told, he recorded 218 t-o_fl'h_:)_s_k_,l_TI-;.,c~rn~p~y:fro;;:m~W~'~h,~o~li~"~•=k~s~a=;1:U~o-;,~,,~~:;1~y-;,_200-=-8~, =------;;:::====:;--J 
career tackles in lhe NFL and had one mten::eption. 

Along with Taylor's football abilities. he was a member of two OVAC Championship Jedidiah Stephen (Athlete~ 2000s) 
hasketball teams coached by OVAC Hall of Farner Gene Ammirante. The 1997 Big Reds' _......,_ 
hoop squad won the district title. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career and Jedidiali Stepflen (Shenandoah High School, Class of 2002). l11ere isn't a ~ 
then ran track as a sprinter, sport you can name that this fonner Zep didn't shine in during his high school ; :Jft. • 

Taylor was inducted to the Bellaire High School Ha!! of Fame in 2005, career, \Vhi!e earning all.Ohio in football and basketball, it was on the baseball 
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dian1ond where Stephen experienced his greatest success. 
A four•year starter for the 2.eps, Stephen was one of the finest hitters the Ohio 

Valley has ever seen, I le led the Zeps in hitting as a senior at .541, which still 
stands as the school's all-time best. For his career, Stephen batted .475. He also 
had significant pop in his bat as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit as a senior, 
which ranked second in Ohio that season. 

Stephen made an impact early in his baseball career, leading the Zeps in home 
runs (6) and average (.474) as a freshman. He was named to the all~Eastem District team three times 
and earned firsHeam all,Ohio as a senior. Along wiU1 that, he was named 1111-0VAC and all-PVC 
numerous times during his career.As a senior, he was named OVACClass AAA. Player of the Year and 
was chosen for the Mizuno AH-Star Team. He was a four-time recipient of the "Golden Bat Award." 

Stephen signed a baseball scholarship with The Ohio State Unirernity and made an instant 
impact. A four-year Jettennan, he started 195 games at third base and shortstop and batted .286 for 
his career. He had 135 hits, I 8 home runs, 95 RBI, scored 83 runs and drew 40 walks. A mu!tip!e
time al!,Academic Big Ten selection, he was named second team all-conference as a senior. He 
had a brief stint as a professional. He was drafted ln the eighth round of the Major League Baseball 
Draft by the Baltimore Orioles. 

Before settling strictly on baseball, Stephen was a four-year lettennan in football. An outstanding 
punter and defensive back, Stephen had a brilliant senior season at quartcrliack, earning first-team 
all-Ohio, al!-OVAC, all-PVC and an invitation to bot!1 the North·South and OVAC All-Star Games. 
He finished his prep career with 4,1 JO _yards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for 1992 yards 
and 32 touchdowns. On the defensive side, he picked off 19 passes. 

On the basketball court, Stephen helped gulde the 2.eps lo a 50-17 reconl during his career. He 
filled it up for 25 points a game as a senlor and finished his career wiU1 1,278 points. lie scored 549 
of those during his final campaign, including a single-game high of 55. Stephen was a first-team 
all-Ohioan as a senior and earned Ohio Dirlsion Ill S!llte Player of the Year honors to go along 
with Eastern District Player of the Year, all-OVAC !llld all-PVC. He was also the Eastern District 
nominee for "Mr. Basketball" and took part in both the North-Soutl1 and OVAC All-Star Games. 
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James Companion (OVAC ConMbutor) 
James F. Compa11io11, Jr. (The Linsly School, Class of 1990). He 

established St:holastic Sports Marketing, LLC along with Bill Ihlenfeld 
in 2004 (he has been the sole owner since 2011) to help high school 
leagues raise money to cnhani:e the overall experience for high school 
student-athletes by developing revenue meams while fostering aware
ness of the athletic events, i:onfereni:es and institutions. 

Sd10Jastic Sports Marketing, LLC began its association with the 
OVAC in the 2005-06 school year, overseeing marketing and promo
tions for the rnnference, Companion has secured local, regional and 
national sponsorships (among them the likes ofMi:Donald's, Huntington Bank and Subway 
Restaurants) and not only acquires the sponsors, but makes sure that the bills are paid. 

l11anks to SSM, more than $750,000 has been generated to help make the Conference run, 
including more than $218,000 return to the schools through the basketball playoffs over the 
past seven year and more than $42,000 to provide certified trainers at every Conference
run event. SSM has also served as the marketing mm for the West Virginia "Super Six" 
State Football Championships since 2008 and, along with WTOV-TV9, directs the "OVAC 
Kickoff Night" each year. Prior to forming Scholastic Sports Marketing, LLC, Companion 
performed marketing and promotion duties at both Davidson College and the University 
of South Carolina; served as an associate commissioner of the Big South Conference; and 
served on national Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators (NACMA) Board. 

Bob Roe (Coaches) 
Bob Roe (Warwood High School, Class of 1925). He did it all in the 

nthletk realm: a talented athlete; a multi-sport coach who succeeded at both 
the high school and college level; and even an offidal. 

At the time he retired from high St:hool coaching in 1965 to take the 
West Liberty State College job, Roe was the winningest football coach in 
OVAC history with a 182-122-31 record. He t:oached at Wanvood High for 
10 years (1931-40) and then at \\'heeling High for 24 seasons (1941-64), 

He was the winning co-coach (with Irwin Howell) of the fim West 
Virginia-Ohio All-Star Football Game in 1940, beating Ohio 13-7, He later 
served as the All-Star Game Director from 1946-62. 

He also led the Wheeling boys' trnck squad to three straight OVAC titles (1944---46) and a 
rare one-class W. Va. state championship in 1946 (his teams were runner-up in 1943 and '44), 

At West Liberty, he coached the Hilltoppers for nine seasons including an unbeaten season in 
1970 and into the NAIAp!ayoffs in 1970 and '71 as West Virginia Conference dmmpions, His 
WLcoaching record was 50-24-7. He was 1wice named WVC Coach of the Year. 

Roe was also a basketball official for 20 years, serving three terms as president of the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. 

As an athlete, he was a team t:aptain oftbe Warwood High football team and a four-year varsity 
performer at Bethany College. 

Roe, who passed away in 1984, is a member of five otherhal!s of fame- West Virginia State 
Sports, City of Wheeling, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, West Liberty University and Bethany 
College. He was also the redpient of the OVAC Track Cal Giffin Award. 

Paul Rickards (Athlete· 1940s) 
Paul Rickards (Wheeling High School, Class of 1944). He was a three

sport star who was labeled by Hall of Fame coai:h Bob Roe as the best 
football player he ever coat:hed. The 6-foot- l, 190-pounder played center 
as a sophomore before hemming a running-passing quarterback-tailback
linebai:ker-punter for the Wildcats. He was the only two-time first team, 
one-class all-stater in 1942 and 1943 and was voted the top state passer 
for two years. As a senior, he completed 60 passes - a rare total at the 
time - for nine TDs and rushed for JO scores. He also was the team's top 
tai:kler. kick returner and punter. He eamed nickname of "Piti:hing Paul" 
bei:ause of passing in era or mostly running, 

In basketball, he was a three-year regular and helped the Wildcats win the state one-class 
title as a junior when Wheeling capped 26-1 record by winning its final 21 games. He was 
first team All-OVAC on the first-ever selections and first team one-class all-state as a senior 
and sernnd team as a junior 

In track, he won a rare ''double" in the oue-dass state meet, capturing the long jump and 
shot put for the state runner-np team. He also helped \\11eeling win the first of three straight 
one-class OVAC t:rowns. 

Rei:ruited for football by Pin, he was a four-year let1emtan who led the NCAA in passing 
yards as a freshman with a school-record 897 yards. 

He also played one year in the NFL with the Los Angeles Rams. He passed away in 1999. 

Bill Brubaker (OVAC Family) 
Bill Brubaker (Mechanicsburg, Pa. High School, Class of 1974). Not 

only has Brubaker enjoyed an ultra-successful 34-year stint as head swim
ming coach at The Lins!y School. he's been a driving force behind the con
tinued growth of the sport throughout the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

He has spent his entire high school coaching career at Linsly and has 
continued the school's amazing OVAC dominance in the pool. Brubaker's 
list of conference titles includes; combined titles (1981, '82, '83 and '84); 
boys titles (1985, '86, '87, '88, '89, '90, '91, '92, '99, 2003, •o.i, '5, '09, 
'10, 'II, '12, '13); and girls titles {1990, '91, '93, '94, 2009, 'II, 'l2, 13). 

He has coached four All-American swimmers - Bert Hazlett, Jenny 
Loew, llleron Pappas and Kevin Rosepappa - and has coached a total of 31 Academic All
Americans. Brubaker serves ns the meet director of the OVAC Swimming Oiampionships and 
the event was renamed the Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships in 2013. 

For "Bru", swimming is a 365-day a year sport, everything from regular season high school 
meets to summer meets to AAU competitions. 

As an athlete, Brnbaker was a four-year letterman in swimming at Mechanicsburg High and 
a four-year lettennan at West Virginia University. He served as team captain and won the John 
Law Awan::I as the outstanding senior swimmer. After obtaining his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Education and Teaching from West Virginia University, he spent a year as an assistant coach with 
the Mountaineers' swim team and served one year as meet director of the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Swimming Championships. A teacher at Linsly since 1980, he serves as chair of the Social 
Studies Department. 

Jim Potts (Caacbes) 
Jim Ports (Buckhannon-Upshur High School, Class of 1964). Potts began 

teaching at Cameron in 1971 and he started the junior high wrestling program 
there that year. He spent 31 years as head wrestling rnac:h of the Dragons 
(l 97 4-2005) and later returned as an assistant varsity coat:h for several years. 
Potts compiled an impressive 363-94-4 dual meet record, winning 87 tourna
ment championships and finishing as runner-up on 36 occasions. In OVAC 
competition, Potts-led mat squads amassed 15 OVAC Class A tournament 
c:hampionships (1984, '91, '92, '93, '94,, '95, '96, '97, '98, '99, 20(X), 'OJ, 
'02, '03 and '05); finishing as the overall second or third place finisher as 
well. His teams also won 15 OVAC Dual Meet championships. Potts was 
named OVAC Wrestling Coai:h of the Year a total of IS times. His 1996 team wrn1 the first Bob 
Sandler Sportsmanship Awan::1. 

In state competition, Cameron won four wnsecutive W.Va, Class AA! A i:hampionships ( 1991 ¥ 

94) and finished us the runner-up three times. He was named West Virginia Oass ANA Coach 
of the Year five times (1989, '91, '91, '93 and '94). 

He received the OVAC's prestigious "Mr, Mat" awan::I in 2008 for his dedication and service to 
the sport of wrestling and was indut:ted into the West Virginia Chapter of the National Wrestling 
Hall ofFame in 2007. 

He also served as head football coach at Cameron for l 1 years, posting a 55-55 overall record 
indudlng one appearance in the W. Va. Oass A state semifinals. He coached W. Va. to a 22-14 
win over Ohio in the OVAC All-Star Football Classic in 1989, Potts also spent time as the head 
trat:k and baseball mach. 

As an athlete, Potts competed in three sports (wrestling, football and baseball) at Buckhannon
Upshur where he was a member of the school's 1963 state championship football team and then 
played both football and baseball (a first ream all-conference selei:tion) at Glenville State College, 
earning his degree there in I %7, 

Jack Prettyman (Officials) 
Jack Prettyman (Moundsville High School, Class of 1958). One of the 

best-known officials in the Ohio Valley, he retired in 2007 after working 
43 years as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of A~proved Football 
Officials, spending two years as president, two years a vice-president and 
10 years on the Executive Board; and 20 years as a member of the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials, serving as president and 
vice-president. 

He worked WVSSAC playoff games for 30 years, including the finals 
eight times, as well as the Wes! Virginia North-South All-Star Game; and 
spent 20 years working OHSAA playoff games plus the Ohio North-South 
AU-Star Game. 

Prcuyman officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Footba!l Classk five times 
and was the Honorary Referee at the game in 2008, 

He officiated West Virginia Conference games for 30 years in basketball and 27 in football, 
including 20 years at the finals in basketball and eight years of playoffs in football; and he 
also worked games in the Eastern 8 and Atlantic 10 rnnferences for 25 years, including 10 
years of playoff action. 

Prettyman officiated thc:e years in the professional Indoor Football League, working the 
championship game in 2002. 

A resident of Glen Dale, he received the Robert Dawson OVAC Basketball Officials Award 
in 2002; a Spedal Achievement Award from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley 
in 2008 and several service awards from various officiating organizations. 

Mike Ingram (Athlete· 1950s) 
Mike Ingram (Bellaire High School, Class of 1957). Nkknamed "The 

Tank" because of his physical play as a 5-foot-9, 22.0-pound fullbat:k
lincbackcr, he was a three-sport Bi~ Reds' stalwart in football, basketball 
and track. He led Bellaire to football records of 7-3, 9-0-1, 7-3 and 5-5. 

He was a two-time All-Eastern Ohio choice who was All-OVAC Class 
AA first team, All-Valley second team, and AP All-Ohio sernud team as 
a junior. 

Rei:ruited by Ohio State coai:h Woody Hayes, he was converted to an 
offensive guard-linebai:ker and became a three-year Buckeye starter and 
1961 team co-captain for the 8-0-1 record Big Ten Conference champions 
which were ranked No. 2 in both wire service polls. TI1e 8-2 record 1960 team was ranked 
No.8. 

He earned first team All-Big Ten as a senior and played in the East-\Vcst Shrine game and 
Hula Bowl game. Ifo was drafted by the NFL Washington Redskins andAFL Boston Patriots, 
but didn't play pro ball. He passed away in 1981. 
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Jim Kerr (Athlete -1950s) 

Jim Ktrr (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 19.57) After playing 
qtwterba.ck 113 a junior, the first-year 6-foot, I BO-pound runniog back 
led the Red Oevl~ to a 7-0-2 record while leading the Ohio Ve.lley in 
scoring with a school-record 150 points In nine games. He rushed for 
1,298 yards (8.3 yards per carry) and landed six pass receptions for 
81 y~. 

As II defcnsh·e back, he had seven pa'lS interceptions and the speed
ster ulso retlll'nt'd trick! (7 kkkoffs for 323 yards and five punts for 
133 yards). He earned Al!-0hlo,All-Valley,All-OVAC and All-East~ 
0hiO football honors and he also competed In track. 

The multi-~at back earned a scholnrshlp 10 Penn State where he was a three-year regu
lar running back-defensive back and ldck returner on teams with records of 7-3, 9-2 and 
6-3-1. As a senior, he was the Nlttany Lions' top rusher, pass receiver, ldct.off returner and 
scorer. He scored thtte touchdowns against Army. In hi.3 last two EeaSOns, Peno State won 
the first two Libeny Bowls over Alabama and Oregon. 

He was drafted by the Washlngton Redskln.s nrul was a rt'gtJlnr safety in his only two 
seasons. As a rook.le, he led the Redtl..lns in pass Interceptions (7) and lodmff return., (14 
for 3B5 yards) befort' being slowed by a leg injury. He i!I deceased. 

James 'Junior' Moore (Athlete- !%Os) 
J~1 ""Junio,.-" Moon (Whcellng High School, Class or 1969). He 

was a three-span Wildcat all-star In football, baslatball and baseball 
who earned a football scholarship to Wake Forut. 

Tu football, the 5-foot-10, 170-pound running back-defensive back
kick rt"tu.mer was the OV's top da:s... AAA rusher with 1,142 yartls on 
189 carries with nine TDs plus 14 pas.s receptions for 181 yl1J'ill and 
a seore. He was flnt team All-Valley, AH-OVAC, All-Mountaineer 
League nnd All-City Offeme and Defense while eamlng sccornl team 
Clas~ AAA All-State while placing sixth In voting for the Kennedy 
Award. He was second team All-Valley M a junior. 

A two-year hask~ball leuemum on top Wtldcat teruru, the left-handed point guanl led the 
1969 team in seoriog (20 ppg). steab and assists M Wiklcats went 19-1 lo rt"g□ ia:r seawn 
to win the 0VAC Class AAA crown and ranked No. 2 in the final stAtc regular season 
poll. He earned first team Clm AAA All-State, All-OVAC, All-Valley, All.City nnd AII
Mountalneer Lenguc. As a junior, he was si;\th man on a Wildcat team which advanced to 
the state Class AAA semifinals. 

In baseball, be earned three letters as a fITTI baseman-pitcher and staned on the state one
class championship team M a junior. He earned ~cood team one-class All-State twice and, 
as a senior, WM first team All-Valley while leading the Wildcat! In hittlng (.446). 

At Wake Forest, he led the freshman t.eam In rushlng befort' earning three varsity letters 
and helplog the Deacons, a.s a rophomore, 'win their fust-ev~ Atlantic Coast Conference 
tiUe. He was a running back, wide receiver, defensive back and kid:off-punt returner. He 
averaged over 20 yl1J'ill per kickoff returrt.'I for his career and had an 89-yard TD return vs. 
Vlfi:lnia Tech as a junior. 

Gordon Gordon (Athlete - 1970s) 
Gordon "Charley" Gordon (John Marshall High School, ~ of 

1977). He WM nothing short of outstanding for the Monarch! In three 
sporu - track, wrestling and foothall. 

As a welgbtmao in track for the powerful JM thinclaru, Gonion estab
lished the all-time Ohlo Valley discU'J mart. OIJ the strength of hi5 166-9 
!055 as a senlor, a ~ason io which he won the OVAC Clan 3-Aand West 
Vlrglnla state discus championships. He was second In the state shot put 
event with a heave of 52-4. As a junlor, he was OVAC and state discu.3 
runner-up to OVAC Hall of Farner John Leon of Brooke. 

He grappled for 0VAC Hall or Fame Coach Bill Hinegardna' and scripted a senior season 
to remember. Gordon went undefeated, leading the Monarchs to the overall 0VAC crown. 
He went on to cap hl-l mat career with the W. Va. Class AAA heavyweight title. 

Gordon was also a standout on the foothall field, starting three yean as an offenslYe line
man and llnebacktr. He ~ived all-Mountaineer League and nll-OVAC laurels as senlor, 
Ill though the Monarch!! won Just one game. 

The 6-2, 255-pounder receh·ed an offer to walk on 10 the WVU football program. The 
move paid off as Gordon earned a full schol.an.hip while stmting two seasons on the offeo• 
sive line and lettering three tltncs. 

Alan Jack (Athlete - !%Os) 
Alan Jack (Wlntersville High Schoot, Class of 1966). He Wll.'I a three

year litllrter 11.S n 6-foot, 205-pound fulllrack-linebacler on teams coached 
by0VAC Hallofr"anierBob Kenlewell that wem9-J ,8·1-1 and 9-l with 
only ooe las~ to Ohio Valley foes. The la.5t two terum abo won Big Elght 
Uague titles. He was a blocking hdlback but,a,; a senior, he also rushed 
115 tfmeg for 583 yards and scored 60 points. 

His senior honors included All-OVAC CIJIS'I AAA, All-Valley Big 
School, All-Eastern Ohio and All-Big EighL 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State and, after pla)ing on the frt'!b
man team, he became a three-year starter as a 6-foot, 220-pound offen
sive guard on t.e-am5 with recortb of6-3, 10-0 and 8-1. Th.e unbeaten 1968 Big Ten Conference 
champion team defell.ted an OJ. Shnpson-Jed Southern Califomla team, 27-16 in the Rose 
Bowl and was crowned Natlooal Ouunpioo with a No.I ranking In both natlooal potlll. 

Jack was selected co-captain or the Buckeyes' 8-1 record 1969 team which Wll.'I co-Big Ten 
Conference champion. 

He also played in the 19m Hula Bowl game. 

Rick Coles (Athlete - 1970s) 

Rick Coles (Wh.eeling High, Cl!W of 1971). He was a star for the Wild
cot.s in both football and bas lat ball, earning n schouinhlp to West Vlrginia 
Univef!ity in the illtter. 
lbe 6-3, 170-pound guard enjoyed a record-setting hoop career. He aver

aged 33.7 In the rt'gular seasoo a!! a senior, leading the Wildcats to ft 21-3 
record and OVAC championship honors. That squad also went on to win 
sectional and rt'gional tiUes en route to a state loumey berth. 

He tied the sehool's single-game scoring rt'Cord, held by legendary Ev
erett Brinlanan, with 5-4 point!! in ft 147-88 conquest of Oak Olen. He also 
averaged an amazini 22 rt"bounds per game In hh finnl campai~n. 

For his career, Cole-g netted 1,389 polot!,just 22 shy ofWheehng High's sehool ~andan::I. 
He was n two-time all-Valley "Btg School", nll-OVAC and all-W.Va. first team honoree. 

Cole-9 was selected as state player of the year by the Morgantown Touchdown Club fol!owlng 
hi! senior campaign. 

Cole5 also stlltted on the grid.iroo, Ienerlng three years while performing at quarterback, 
wide receiver and defensive hack. As a senior, he ranked secood m OVAC Class AAA pass
ing ylllW with more than 1,100 yards. 

Coles also U1Cd his venatllity and athleticism on the Wildcat!' track team, rompetl□g in 
relays and as a high Jumper. 
At WVU, Coles was the second-leading scorer as the Mountaineeo' freshman squad via bh 

14-polnt average. He earned a letter as a sophomore, playing In 22 games. As fate would have 
it, however, Coles suffered a bro kn leg In the ~-season of his junlor year which limlted his 
play over the ne.xt two years. 

Basketball coachini Icon Sam Andy called Coles ooe of the two best playel'!l he ever 
coached, the other being Hall of Farner Anthony Reed. 

Stan Boroski (Athlete - 1980s) 
Stan Borosi:i (Buclaye South High School, Class of 1981). He may be 

best known for hls baseball career, but Boroski was a tremendom three
!pOtt standout at Buckeye South. He earned all-Ohio honors in football, 
bask.elball and baseball for the Rebels. 

Boroski quarterbacked South into the football post-season as a senior, 
becmning the fin;t Ohio Valley school to play In the OHSAA grid play
offs. He, unfonunately, missed that game due to an iojury Incurred in the 
Buckeye North contest. 

As a junior, be wns a han::1-runnln& tailback. He rumed for more than 
1.200 yarrn and 15 Tlli that season. He abo booted four field goals, 
amassing 116 total ~nts. 

In hoops, Bormki finished as Buckeye South's fifth all-time leading sc=r. 
As a senior, the Rebels got off to a 1-4 stan while Borook.i still nursed h!s foothall Injury. 

Upon his return.South reeled off 16 strnlght wiru. He averaged 16 points a game In his senior 
season, after posting an 18-po!nt a\·erage as a Junlor. 1be 6-2 forward WM a three•year letter
man for legendary coach Henry Lasi.asz, 

In baseball, Boroski starred on the mound and at tbe plate for South. 
He hatt:d .400 11.S a senior and nearly the wne Ma Jlllllor. He tossed a no-hitter as a senlor. 

Boroski led the Rebels to a palr of 0VAC champlonshlps ond two district! berths. 
The talented right-hander also wM n standout In Legion baseball, perfonning for Maynard. 

In his final season for Post 666, be hattetl .327 while going 6-2 on the hill. 
1-------------------------,-=====-1 The Rayland native, who attended Ohio Unlve~lty earning a biology degree, played two 

:Mike Smith (Athlete. 1980s) !C-a.SOns In the Milwaukee Brewers' Ofglllli.uul□n. He ended his professional playing days as a 
pitcher in the Kansas Oty Royab Ofillllizntloo. His minor league career ~pawned a long WMi 

His senlor season of 1980 marked the iDAUgural campaign for Coach Don Nehlen and new 
Mountaineer Reid. He was elected as a co-captain that season. 

Mike Smith (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1983). He enjoyed ruccessful coaching career In professional baseball. Boroski speot 18 yeao coaching with the 
both personal and team success as the first four-year baslelball Iettennan HOU5too Astrmi organirntlon before belng oamed bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on 
for the Warriors. Dec. 17, 2009. He sllll holds that post today, oveneelng one of the premler staffs In Major 

lndivldua□y, Smith finished a stellar hoops career with 2,188 points, League Biueball. 
which ran.ks 23rd all-time in the 0HSAA record book.. 

He scort"d 25 points in his first varsity game as ft freshman, finishing 
with 254 points that season. He then displAyed remarkable consistency, 
scoring 625 11.'1 a sophomore; 643 as a junior and 666 as a senior for a 
four-year average of 22.8 points per game. 

Smlth wns selected to the all-Ohio Class A fint team thtte t!me!, 
inclading being named the "Player of the Year" in 1983. He v.-as nlso a three-time first team 
all-Eastern District and oil-District 12 selection, named '"Player of the Year" on both Learns 
as a senior; and Wll.'l ll first team B!I-OVAC Clas~ 2,A honoree. He played lo the OVAC All-
SW Bask.etball Classic and the Ohio North-South All-Star Grune following bis senlor .rea-
soo. Jo addi!ion to ranking as Tmil's all-time leading scorer, he is also the leading rebounder 
with 643 and is third 1111-t!me In free throw percent11ge at 83.9 percent. 

During Smlth's career, Trail posted a sparkling record of 88-8 under the ~kLuice of Coach 
Terry Leggett The Smith-led Warriors won three sectional titles. thrt"e district crowns and 
one regional championship, malcing II state tournament appearance In 1983 with Smith scor
ing 33 points lo that game. Trail also captured two 0VAC crowns. 

Smith continued to showcase his basketball talents at Rio Grande College, graduating lo 
1987 with a degree in business. A four-year letterman, he ranks ninth all-time on the Rio 
Grande scoring list with 1,741 points. 

He Wll.'I inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame In 2010. 
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Chad Brinker (Athlete - 1990,) 

Chad Brinker (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1998). This 
Purple Rider legend shined in three sports during his four-year prep 
career, but it was in football where he really left a lasting mark. 

After lettering as a freshman, Brinker got his chance to be the Purple 
Riders' main tailback midway through his sophomore season and 
clearly made the most of his opportunity. Brinker finished his prep 
career with 3,984 yards, which ranks second all-time at Ferry, and 51 
touchdowns. The majority of his career yards came as a senior when 
he racked up 2,024 yards. After both his junior and senior seasons, 
Brinker was named firsHeam all-Eastern District and fmt-team all-Ohio. As a senior, he 
was the district's offensive player of the year and also the district's nominee for Ohio's 
coveted Mr. Football Award. He was also named a USA Today All-American. Along with 
his state honors, Brinker was twice named first-team all-OVAC and all-Valley, serving as a 
co-captain both in 1996 and 1997. Brinker took part in the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic, but after rushing for 160 yards in the first half, he was injured and 
didn't play in the second ha!L 

His success wasn't limited to the high school ranks. Brinker signed with Ohio University 
and earned four letters for the Bobcats. He was twice named all-MAC and was chosen to 
play in the 2001 Hula Bowl All-Star Game in Hawaii. Brinker finished bis career with the 
Bobcats with 2,826 yards and 27 rushing touchdowns, which rank fifth and fourth on the 
O.U. career listing, respectively, Of bis yards, he ran for 1,099 as a senior. He put forth 10, 
100-yard rushing games during his career, Brinker put forth those numbers despite missing 
four games as a junior because of an injury. Though he went undrafted, Brinker signed with 
the New York Jets in 2003 and played in the preseason before being released on the final cut. 
He scored two touchdowns that pre-season. He played in NFL Europe in 2004. 

Along with his football exploits, Brinker was an all-Ohioan in track and field. He finished 
seventh in the Division II JOO-meter dash as a senior, running 11.27, He also lettered in 
basketball and baseball. He earned all-OVAC in hoops. 

Since graduating from Ohio University with a degree in exercise science, Brinker sened as 
a radio color analyst for Bobcats' football games, served as au assistant coach at Westerville 
Central and since 2010 has worked in the player personnel department with the Green Bay 
Packers. He received a Super Bowl ring after the Packers defeated the Steelers in 2010, 

David Bertolino (Athlete - 2000,) 
David Bertolino (Buckeye Local High School, Class of 2003). 1bis 

Panther product was a one-sport athlete, but was one of the best wres
tlers to ever grace the mats in the Ohio Valley, 

Bertolino was a four-year regnlar at Buckeye, but really blossomed 
as a junior and senior. He won the individual championship at the 
OVAC Tournament in both seasons. 

He was a state qualifier as a junior and came back as a man on a 
mission the following season. During his senior season, Bertolino put 
forth an unblemished 44-0 record and won the 160-pound Division II 
state championship in the process. 

Bertolino finished his prep career with a strong 154-22 record and was named the 2003 
Eastern District Wrestler of the Year. Bertolino didn't hang up the prep singlet immedi
ately after receiving his OHSAA gold medal. He went to the National High School Senior 
Coaches Association Championship Tournament and placed third, earning all-American 
honors at 160 pounds. 

Eddie Drummond (Athlete - 1990,) 
Eddie Drummo11d (The Linsly School, Class of 1998). Speed was 

the name of the game for this former Cadet, Nittany Lion and NFL Pro 
Bowler. Drummond was one of the fastest athletes to ever participate In 
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

While he excelled in track and field, it was in football where 
Drummond truly left his mark with the Cadets, leading them to a 29- l I 
mark during his four years in the Orange & Black. Drummond ran for 
3,918 yards and 55 touchdowns dnring his career. He finished witl1 70 
TDs total and scored 424 points. He also closed his career with 5,729 
all-purpose yards in 40 games, During his junior season, in which Linsly 
finished 10-0, Drummond ran for 1,383 yards, which was his career high. TI1e 168 points 
he scored that season ranked fifth in the state of West Virginia.Drummond was named Ohio 
Valley Player of the Year following that season. He was three times named all-OVAC and 
twice named to the first-team all-state unit in West Virginia, As a junior, he was named as 
a defensive back and as a running back as a senior. He was the runner-np for the Kennedy 
Award, which goes to the Mountain State's top prep player. He was also named first-team 
all-Valley three times. 

Drummond chose to play for Joe Paterno and Penn State over offers from the likes of Notre 
Dame, Michigan and Borida State. He was a wide receiver, primarily for the Nittany Lions. 
He made 71 receptions for 1,132 yards and five touchdowns. He also ran for 272 yards and 
a score. 

After not being selected in the draft, Drummond signed with the Detroit Lions and made the 
team as a kick returner. He averaged 26 yards a kickoff return, ranked third in the NFC and 
fifth in the NFL He had a punt return for a tonchdown. He was selected to the Pro Bowl and 
named all-Pro in 2004. All told, he played five seasons in the NFL(four with Detroit and one 
with Kansas City). lie spent the 2008 season on the Steelers' practice squad. 

Other than football at Linsly, Drummond was one of the top track sprinters in the Ohio 
Valley. He Jost only one race to an Ohio Valley athlete and that was as a freshman. He had a 
PR of 10.37 in the 100, which he ran during a summer meet after his senior season. He ran 21.7 
in the 200 and 48.9 in the 400. He was a four-time all-Valley selection. 

Dan Stephens (Athlete - 2110o,i 
Da11 Step/Jens (The Linsly School, Class of2000). It didn't matter the 

season, field or sport, this Cadets' product played w1d played well. 
The only Linsly athlete to start for four years in football, basketball 

and baseball, Stephens shined exceptionally bright on the football and 
baseball fields. 

Stephens was a four-year letterman for Terry Depew's football team, 
amassing a school record 292 tackles, playing primarily along the defen
sive line. He had a senior season in which he registered 76 tackles and 
fi,·e sacks. On the offensive side of the ball, Stephens ran for 832 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. He was a first-team all-state selection in Class A and was a multiple-time 
all-OVAC and all-Valley honoree on the gridiron. 

On the baseball field, long-time Lins!y head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens the "finest 
hitter" he'd ever coached. Stephens led the Ohio Valley in hitting as a senior at .537 and con
nected on eight home run and drove in a school-record 45 runs. He struck out just four times 
that season. Stephens still holds the Linsly career record for home runs and RBI. His efforts 
were recognized by his selection to the all-OVAC team multiple times and the all-Valley team 
mnltiple times. 

On the basketball court, Stephens played on the interior. He still holds the Lius!y record for 
rebounds and charges taken in his career. He was recognized on the all-Valley team for hoops. 

Stephens took part in the OVAC All-Star games for all three sports and was the winner of Prior to his senior season, Bertolino was the gold medalist at the National Open Wrestling 
Championship and then won the gold at the AAU Junior Olympics. _the Zimmerman Award which goes to Unsly's best male athlete. _ 

He wrestled for four years at Iowa State University, three of those seasons were spent 
under Bridgeport High graduate and OVAC Ha!! of Farner Bobby Douglas. 

During his senior season, Bertolino earned NCAA All-American by virtue of finishing in 
the top eight at 197 pounds in his only trip to the national tournament. 

All told, Bertolino finished his collegiate career with a 68-41 record. 
Following his collegiate career, Bertolino attempted to qualify to the United States 

Olympic Team for the 2012 games in London. He spent more than a year at the United 
States Olympic Training Center in Colorado training. 

Karrie Hutchins (Athlete - 2000s) 

Karrie Hutchins (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 2001). This 
former Patriot helped officially put Wheeling Park soccer on the map 
locally and around the state of West Virginia during her splendid prep 
career. 

Hutchins was a defensive standout and unquestioned leader of the 
Lady Patriots, which resnlted in her twice being named the West Virginia 
Gatorade Player of the Year (2000 and 2001). 

With Hutchins playing a key role, the Patriots claimed three straight 
West Virginia Class AAA state titles and four straight big-school OVAC 
crowns. 

Along with those honors, she was a three-time first-team all-state selection and four-time 
a!I-OVAC pick. She was named OVAC Player of the Year as a junior and senior. 

Hutchins was inducted to the Wheeling Park High School HaH of Fame in 2007, 
After her prep career, Hutchins played at West Virginia University where she became the 

first Mountain State native to start for the Mountaineers' women's program. 
Hntchins started 45 of 49 career matches as a defensive player and during her career, the 

Monntaineers posted 30 shutouts. 
During the 2003 season, with Hutchins playing a key role, the Monntaiueers advanced 

to the Sweet 16 in the NCAA Tournament. The season prior, WVU was the Big East Mid
Atlantic champion. 

She was named a team captain for the 2005 season, but her career came to an end dne to 
injury in the second match of that season. 

Hutchins was also a standout in the classroom at Park and WVU. She was presented the 
Red Brown Cup in 2006, which goes to WVU's most outstanding all-around student-athlete 
in terms of athletic, academic and civic achie\'ement. She also earned CoSIDA Academic 
All-District team in 2005 as well as the WVU Foundation Outstanding Senior and was a 
four-time Big East academic all-star. 

Hutchins graduated with a degree in business administration and completed a Master of 
Professional Accountancy at WVU, 
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After receiving more than 25 collegiate scholarship offers combined between football and 
baseball, Stephens elected to attend the University of Pittsburgh to play football. For the 
Panthers, Stephens was a four-year letterman and started 41 games along the defensive line. 
The Panthers took part in five straight bowl games during his time in the Steel City, including 
the Fiesta Bowl. Stephens received the Fiesta Bowl Art Bodine MVP Award, 

All told, Stephens was an a!I-Big East player w1d twice named an Academic All-American. 
He was listed on the All Big East Academic Team four times. Stephens also received the David 
Sandberg Award, which goes to the Pitt athlete with the best overall academic and athletic 
achievements. He received the Demale Stanley Award, which goes to a Pitt football player 
who has overcome the most adversity. Finally, Stephens received the Blne(Go!d Award. All 
of the winners have their names on the 'Varsity Walk' on campus. It's the Pitt version of the 
Hal! ofFa.me. 

Stephens was signed by the Buffalo Bills and was in early camp witl1 the organization in 
2005. 
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Denny Magruder (OVAC Contributor) 
Dttmis "lknny" Magnuhr (Wheeling 0:ntral Cnlholic High 

School, Class of 1967), 
If there were a "best friend!!" list for the OVAC, his orunc would 

certainly be near thc top. 
Mlif\00 hll3 certainly opened hi, arms and given the nation's 

largest functlonal high ~hoot athletic conkrencc a place to call 
"home", primarily In 1w role as Executive Director of WesBanco 
Arena in downtown \\'heeling. 

WesBanco Arena has been home to the OVAC Mu.scum including 
the Hall of Fame display since 2009, with Magruder generousl,Y allowing the coofmncc 
free reign of the outer concollr5e of the focillty to showcase 11.$ rich history while aho 
serving on the OVAC Mu,cum Committee. 

The ~□11 ll host to the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet, OVAC 811.Dguet of Champions, 
OVAC Ron Mauck: Wrestling Championship,, OVAC Chttrlog Championiliips and 
OVAC Media Night, and at one rime it hosted the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star 
Bnsk.etball Cla.,.slc. 

In addition to IL\ OVAC affili.nlon, WesBanco lilio serve~ 11.'1 the home of the Wheeling 
Nailers of the East Coast Hockey League and was the home of the Ohio Valley 
Greyhound, oft~ Indoor Football League for several yem. Countl~! high school an.cl 
college ba!ketball game, hn\·e WO lll:en place there. 

MaifUd,:r was the recipient of the first Diltingahhed Ser,ice Awanl presented by the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Committee in 2010, and the awnrrl was named in Im honor lru..11 all 
future recipients received the Denny M11grudcr DiRingulllhed Ser.·ice Award. 

He b a ~uate of West Liberty State Colleee with degree in accou□ti □g/business 
administratton and a member of the first J!,Illduating clas! (1988) ofth.e Public Assembly 
Facility Management School 111 Oglebay Ri:sort IIOO Confe:rcnce Center, hu mved a! a 
faculty member and/or a., regent of the ~hool ever since. In addition to bh ~ltion at 
We.1Banco, which he ha, held since 1986, he also oversees the historic Capitol Music 
Hall; serves on the City of Wheeling Hell of Fame Board IIOd a Executl\·e Director of the 
Greater Wheeling: Spotts and Ente:rtainment Authority. Magruder ha, also served as rate 
rutalyst, budget director end Urban Renewal Treas um of the City of \\'heeling; Business 
Manager/Comptroller of the Mm.hall County School_j and u Trell5Urer of the Executive 
Board of the Wheeling Convention nnd Visitoo Center. 

He received the 20Cl5 Spirit & Leadet3Wp Award end Wa.'1 .ekcted lo the City of 
Whceline Hill of Fe.me in 2011. 

Linda Myers (OVAC Fomfiy) 

Undll Mpn (Warwood High School, C!m of 1%7). It's been 35 years 
since she joined the "family", but there's been plenty of behind the seen.es 
contributi0111 made to the OVAC by thi5 tireless, friendly face of the con
ference. 

Mym be, been the OVAC Rudy Mwnley All-Star Football Game 
Program Coordinator since 1994, organizing, billi~ arn:I collecting acb and 
a3sisting lo production of the massi\"e program which generates thousand, 
of dollars ench year. 

She sernd es liaison between tho OVAC nod what Wa.'1 then the Stone 
& Tbom!L'I Queen of Quecll.'I Pageant starting in 1987, taking m·er a., the 
event coordinator in 1994 and continuing in that role for the conference until 2006. Durin~ that 
time, she revamped the event lo include the awarding of thousand, of dollars in scholarships to 
tho 1,utkip,ne. 

Myen also ha, worked with the OVAC Ron M111Jck: Wrestling Tournament in \·arlom capaci
ties since 1980; a!\Sisted with the OVAC Banquet of Champions for the past 20 years !Ind the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet for 12 years; and ha, served on the OVAC Mu.scum Comrnillet:: 
since its iru:,:ptlon lo 2009. 

Mym 1w also assisted with the VIP hospitality for the West Vu-glnla "Super Six" Football 
Cbempionshi~ in \\'heeling for the pAst 21 ye.an. 

Myen' Ii~ of 11wenh includes belni honored on the covered of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All
Ster Football Game F.grarn in 2009; receiving the James "Deadeye" Morris Awanl for support 
of OVAC wrertline m 2002; and the Howard V. Corcoran Sr., Memorial Awerrl 

A resident of \\'heeling who earned• B.S. degree from West Uberty State College in 1980 wd 
a Master's degree from West Vrrginia Universiry in 1985, &be wn.1 employed by the Ohlo Colmcy 
Schools for 29 years, teaching at Triadelphia Middle School and Wnt",1,'()(X! School urol her mire
ment in 20J9. 

George Kellas II (MedlaJ 
Georit M. Krlku II (friedelphie Hijh School,~ of 1973). A some. 

tlme3 conttmersial but always passio□ate bro3dcaster, Kel!!L'I simply loved 
the Obin Valley sports scene, especially high school athletics, and could be 
fotmd fronHuul-ccmtu all area teems made their way along the football or 
ba.'lkethail tournament trail for nearly 30 ye.an. 

After gening his feet wet on the radio u far back 11:!l 1977 end il'fl(iu.at
lng from Wen Liberty State Colleee In 19BO, Ke!!as ,pent 12 years 81 
WTRF-1V7 ln \Vheelf□g (1984-94) and then el&flt years 111 WTOV-T\19 in 
Steubenville, both a.'I a SJXll'IS anchor and commentator. 

Later in bh career, he co-founded rndlo sllltlon WKKX-AM 1600 and 
hosted The George Keila.'! Radio Talk Show from the station's incepdon in 2004 until he died of 
cancer in 2009 11.t the nge on3. 

Kell!L'I we., e staunch supporter of the PinsbuJ&h profcs.slonal sport, teams, particul11Ily tbe 
Steelers end the Pirate3. In 1997, he began writing the Black and Gold Newsletter, a monthly 
publication dedlc-ated to coverage of the Steele111 which we., eveilable throughout the Ohio 
Val.Icy. 

Among his passions was greyhound rac!ng at WheeHng Downs (now Wheeling lsland 
Racetrack). In 1985, he won the O.P. Smith Awan:I for II atmy on My Tapper, the winner of the 
19S4 Commissioners Cup et Wheeling Downs. nnd II ltak.es race 81 the track W!L'I named in his 
honor Mter his pnssing: The George Kelle., Memorial. 

He \liA1 thc fl'.IWm, cu-owner and ~ mannger of the valley· s first prof ewoual indooc food:WI 
team. the Steel Valier-=, In I WJ. Tlr ~ lakr becrune the Ohio Valley Gre)iwJurm and CDJtUrcd 
the Natiooal lndcu" League champioosh:lpfn 2002 aod 2003. 

Rod Johnson (Coach) 
Rod Jolmwn (Gaheone Uncoln High School, C1es.s of 1965). He Wll! a 

pioneer locally in the SJX}rt of high school Hllle)'ball, sen·ing !L'I II heed coach 
for a total of 21 years, lncludlni 14 y= where he built the Buckeye Trail Hi~ 
program into a respected ~ (J?:Wer and th.en closing out bis career with a 
~\·en-year run w~ he injtcted life into II dormant Cambridge High program. 
Johnson's combined recml W!L'I an imprc;siH: 40:). 109 combined record, wrucli -----------------------------! ranb26thontheall-timeOhioHWlSchoolAthlctic~iation'svictorylist. 

Durirti: his 14 years a, Trall's volfeyba.11 roach. the team amassed an incredible 
294-47 record, win:ninj t.t least 22 games In each of the lest 11 SCDWl15. During 
his tenure, the Lady WarriOl'li woo four OVAC lille:'I, eight district crowll!I end 

David 'Ty' Fleming <Cooch) 
Darld "Ty" Ffimin1 (Shadyside High School, Cla.'ls of 1965). An 

inoovative football coach who l1lltb llmOllg the winniniffi In OVAC 
history, he finimed 23 ye.an !L'I a head coach with 11 165-92 mon:f. 

He began his coaching cemr a.'I a football end basketball e.,simnt nt 
Nev.1on Falh in 1971• 72, an.cl returned lo the Ohio Valley as an as.siltAnt 
111 Bellaire from 1972-74. He then served a.'I head boys' bailitball c011Ch 
nt St. John Central from 1974-79, coaching the fighting Irish footbllll 
team for one seawn (1978) to 11 7-3 record. From there, he moved on to 
Woolridge High rn:III Akron a, the head boys' basketball coach for one 
yenr before fi □ally coming back to his alma mater. 

During hi!; first tour of duty el Shadyside (1980-91), he coached two OVAC champion
ship squads (1982 end 1989) end two OHSAA playoffsqu11d1(198911Dd 1991), with hb '89 
le.Im re11ching the state semifinal game before losing to eventual ilate runner-up McDonald. 

In his second ~o-rolmd (1999-2008), his teams went 89-24 nnd made eight more playoff 
appearances, cl.iiming two regional titles (2000 and 2006) end reachiog the Division VI 
State Championship Game where they lo~ tn Maria Stein M.arioo Local (17-0). The Tigen 
had five ooce-beaten seasom nnd won three more OVAC crowru (2002, 2003 end 2007). 

All told. he coadled Shady.WC foc 22 year,, compiling II cm:er recrird of 158-89 there ~hlcb 
ranks filit in~ history. 

Durio ii his time in TI&ertown, he aha coached track Qlld gir!s' Da.'lketball and .erved a, the 
school's athletic director for 10 years. Hh 1982 track squad captured an OVAC title end the 
'83 te&11 Wllll □!L'ls A District champions. 

Fleming Wa.'I a three-time Ohio Valley HCoach of the Year" and the 20CKl recipient of the 
Carl Hamill Award from the Dapper Den Club of the Upper Ohio Valley. He Wllll inducted 
into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Associalion Hall of Fame earlier in 2015. 

A ne!ter nthlete at Sladyside whose brother Don Is also in the OVAC Hell of Ferne, he 
won 12 lcttm in four sixiru (football, basketball, baseball end track) in h!gh school and 
went on to earn three letters in basketball nt Kent Stile Unh·ersity, iIOOuating there in 1%9, 

After retiring a.'I a teacher/coach,~ has w{)(Ud !L'I a color anafy!it for WTOV,T\19 and 
WKKX Rruiio on high &ebool foothill! broadca51l. 

three reglooal c~nship!, The 1985 5qUad advancaf to the OHSAA.Clll'I AA. state semifinals, 
finishing with a 26-- O\'Cl'all record end then foury= Inter, in 1989, Johnson and the Lady Warrilm 
=ho! tho pinoKk by winmg JI< Cl,m AA""' chmnploruhlp ruxl pooti,o • 'I"""' 27.0 =>ni. 
Trail nearly wern bad..io-back uooer Jobmon's guidance, fmishing as the Divlllton IU !tale runner
up in 1990 with a 27-3 mark. 

At one point { 1985-87), Johnson-roached Trail teruru put together the ~ 'B fourth-longest regular 
season winning streak of 48 game,. 

He wm named Ohio Hiih School \blleyball Coaches~ C1ess AA "Coach of the Year" 
in 1989 end~ won the OVAC ~Coach of the Year" award In 1986. He wa.s also lnductro into the 
Buckeye T~ Guemsey Athletic Hall of Ferne In 1999 and i, the OVAC's firn selcct!on In the 
Coaches Cll!tgory who piloted e pb' !p(lft. 

kimsoo stepped back into the coaching ranks In 2005, this time el Cambridge. Starting from 
the ground up, the Lady Bobaits went 6-18 ru.1 fim: year but that wru the only losing season under 
Johmon. 1Jurini hi3 5e\"en year11, CHS posted a 106-fil mad::.~ best= came in 2009 when 
the Ladv 'C.ats were 224 and won OVAC. sectlonal IIDCl dhtrict championships bef~ las~ in the 
OHSA.A Division II Rt:gionel semifulllis. Cambridge put together an OVAC ''threepent" by oJso 
winning coof=nce chm::□piooshi~ in 1010 and 2011, with m·e:rall records of 19-5 and 18-6, respec
tively. The Lady Cats were oJso East Central Ohio Ullgue mnn=-up four time, under Johnson's 
watch. He was tabbed OVAC and District 12 Di\ision 11 "Coadt of the Year" in 2009 end 2010. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Duane Powell (Official) 

Dua11e "Dibby" Powell (Bellaire High School, Class of 1952) is 
regarded among the best officials by area coaches M well as his peers, 
spending 25 years making the calls in both footba!l and basketball. 

He began officiating both sports in 1971 as a member of both the Ohio 
Valley Board of Approved Football Officials and the Ohio Valley Board of 
Approved Basketball Officials (he received a lifetime membership to both 
organizations). 

During his career, he worked several OHSAA football playoff games 
and basketball tournament games and also officiated countless small col
lege football games in the West Virginia Conference. 

He was the honorary official at the OVAC Rudy Mum!ey All-Star Football Game: received 
the OVAC Robert Dawson Basketball Officials Award in 2000 and received a Meritorious 
Award from the OHSAA for outstanding service to high school athletics as an officiaL 

Powell was born in Dilles Bottom, and he was an outstanding athlete at Bellaire High. 
In basketball, he was regarded as one of the premier passers and playmakers in Ohio 

Valley history, scoring 358 points as a senior while earning a!!-Ohio, all-Valley and all
Eastern Ohio accolades. 

He also played baseball for the Bellaire Civics and, as a pitcher, he signed with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates' farm team in Brunswick, Georgia (Georgia State League) in 1954. 

He was inducted into the Bellaire High Wall of Fame in 1989. 
Powell, a veteran of the U.S. Anny, worked at the Martins Ferry plant of Wheeling

Pittsbugh Steel and after retiring, he was a bus driver for the Martins Ferry City Schools. 
He was a member of the Purple Rider Booster Club, American Legion Post 38 and the 
Foresters of Lansing. 

He passed away in 2013 at the age of 78, and in his memory Martins Feny and Bellaire 
established the Duane Powell Memorial Scholarship Softball Game in 2014. 

Clyde Eads (Athlete - 1950s) 
Clj'de Eads (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 19S8). The 6-foot-S 

pencil-thin cager rewrote the Red Devils' basketball record-book in a 
three-year career as a rare three-time first team AII-OVAC honoree in 
the largest Class AA. He still holds the single-game scoring mark of 5S 
points (against Warwood in 1958) and his 1,661 career points lasted 45 
years as the school standard until broken by Dan Monteroso. He aver
aged 27 points a game as a senior, 26.4 for his career and more than 25 
points all three seasons including 25.1 as a sophomore. 

His career (19S6-S8) was the same period as Bridgeport superstar 
John Havlicek and Eads Jed the Red Devils to a 6-1 career record o\W 
the Havlicek-led Bulldogs. As a senior on an 18-3 team coached by Myles Witchey, the foes 
split games and St. C, handed Bridgeport its only regular season Joss in a 17-2 overall cam
paign. As a junior, Eads led St. C. to three wins over Bridgeport including a sectional victory, 
St. C. was 18-0 in regular season and ended 21-1 overall for the best record up to that time 
at the schooL The lone loss was to Zanesville in the Class AA district finals. 

Eads led St, C. in scoring and rebounding for three seasons as the Red Devils compiled 
a50-13 record. 

He was recruited by Florida Srnte University, but returned home the first year to enroll 
at West Liberty State and play for coach Al Blatnik, who had coached him as a sophomore 
and junior at SL C. 

As a freshman in his only season at WLS, Eads averaged 20.7 points a game to lead the 
Hilltoppers and became only the second West Virginia Conference player ever to earn first 
team All-WVC as a freshman. 

Eads thus became a rare first team all•conference player in all four seasons he competed 
in high school and college. He's a member of the St. Clairsville High Schoo! Athletic Hall 
of Fame. His family settled in the Tampa, Fla., area and he is deceased. 

Rick Nau (Athlete -1960s) 
Rick Nau {Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1969). TI1e 5-foot

IO three-year Maroon Knight guard bettered some of the Central scoring 
records set by OVAC Hall of Ffilller Dick Miller while earning every 
eligible nil-star honor as a junior and senior. 

As a senior, he scored 556 points in 22 games for a 253 average to break 
Miller"s senior mark of 24.4 set in 1952, the year Miller was selected the 
state all-class Player of the Year by the W,Va, Sports Writers Association. 
Nau's 25.3 gait was tops in the Ohio Valley largest Class AAA and led all 
OV players with an 83.7% free throw percentage. 

In a hyped match•up between Central and Bellaire St. John's, led by charter OVAC Hall of 
Farner Alan Homyak, the Central ace scored a personal-high 39 points before exiting on fouls 
with Centr.il leading in the fourth period. Homyak Jed a St. John's rally to win and scored 44 
points. 

Nau·s most cherished honor was being named to the West Virginia "Big" A!l-Srnte Team 
(eight players selected regardless of class, a practice discontinued a few years later). He was also 
a two-time honoree on the All-Valley "Big School", All-City and All-W.Va. Catholic selections 
in Central's final season before joining the Secondary School Activities Commission and he was 
All-OVAC Class AAA first team captain as a senior. Nau, the top Catholic scorer in the state, 
was captain of the All-State parochial selections.He also was a two-time AJI-W.Va. Catholic 
Tournament pick. As a junior on a runner-up team, he tied for the tournament high scorer with 
63 points in three games including a tourney high 26 in the finals vs. Charleston Catholic. As a 
senior, he had the tourney game high of 27 vs. Charleston Catholic, 

Nau signed a scholarship with Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va., where he was a three
year varsity regular after starting on the freshman team. He was team co-captain as a senior and 
named the school's 1973 "Male Athlete of the Year." As a sophomore, he helped the Monarchs 
ad\'ance to the NCAA Division It national title game where they fmished runner-up to Evansville 
(Ind.). He was named to the South Atlantic Regional AU-Tournament team as a sophomore and 
senior, He averaged in double figures all three varsity seasons: 16.1 as a senior, 11.3 as a junior, 
and 10.5 as a sophomore. Career-wise, he scored l ,Q'.!.8 points in 81 varsii:y games and dished out 
423 assists. His game h!gh.s were 25 vs. Mt. St. Mary"s and :::!4 \'S. Virginia Tech and Fayetteville 
State. 

Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Athletc-1940s) 

Sum "Buzz'' Berry (Warwood High School, Class of 1946). He was the 
first five-time All-OVAC honoree in football and basketball. The Viking 
standout was selected to the first three All-OVAC Class A (smallest of 
two classes) basketball teams and the first two All-OVAC Class A football 
teams as an end. Warwood won five OVAC titles and four City of Wheeling 
crowns (six schools) in football and basketball during that period and also 
advanced to the W.Va. Basketball Tournament in 1945, his junior season, 
He was a multiple All-City honoree. 

He also eamedA!l-State honors in both sports, In the one-class basketball 
honors, he was a second team pick as a senior and third team as a junior. In 
football, he was a third team All-State end as a junior. 

In Warwood High's best era for both football and basketball, as a junior he teamed with 
OVAC Hall of Farner, Edgar Martin, to lead a 22-3 record and a state tourney berth and also to 
a 9- I record in football. 

Berry continued his basketball antics at Shepherd College from 1949-52 where he became 
the Rams' first prominent player. He set a school career scoring record of 1,947 points in 83 
games for a 22.9 average. As a sophomore, he became the school's first-ever All-West Virginia 
Conference Tournament honoree and was all-tournament three years and three times :di-confer
ence (twice second team and once first team). 

He led state colleges in scoring as a junior (26.3) and senior (26.9), with the latter ranking 
sixth in the nation .. 

A Shepherd College Ha!! of Farner, he's a member of the A11-11me West Virginia Conference 
team. 

Berry relocated to Florida and is deceased. 

Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Athlete - 1950s) 
Gwe "Beef" Lammie (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1951). He was 

an all-star two-way lineman at both the high school and college leveL 
As a prep senior, he earned first team Class AA All-OVAC and Class A 

third team All-West Virginia recognition before competing in the annual 
Ohio-West VirgiuiaA!I-Star Game. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he became one of the 
Mounrnineers' most honored football linemen. The four-year letterman and 
standout 6-foot-2, 215-pound two-way !lneman from 1951-54 was team 
co•captait1 as a senior when WVU had an 8-1 record and was ranked No. 
12 nationally in the final Associated Press polL WVU was 28-7 in his four 
seasons including a 1953 Sugar Bowl berth as Lamone started 34 straight games. 

He earned second team AH-America at guard as a jnnior and third team AP honors as a 
senior. He was the only unanimous choice on the 1954 All-Southern Conference team and 
selected to play in the East-West All-Star Game. Lam one was drafted in the fifth round of the 
1955 National Football League Draft by the Philadelphia Eagles but an injury prevented him 
from competing. 

He later coached football at Linsly Military Institute from 1960-67 before joining the busi
ness world with a home base in the Columbus, Ohio area. The retiree curreatly resides in Fort 
Myers, Aa. 

He was given his nickname "Beer· as a hefty youth by a Wellsburg neighbor, Red Donley, an 
OVAC Hall of Fame sportscaster. 

Lamone earlier was inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame and the West Virginia 
University Sports Hall of Fame. 

Ed Pastilong (Athlete - 1960s) 
Ed Pastilong (Moundsville High School, Class of 1961 ), The 6-foot-l, 165-

pound Trojan quarterback set school passing records as one of the earliest 2,000-
yard career passers in Ohio Valley history, 

Playing QB and middle linebacker, he led the Trojans to a 23-5-2 three-year 
recortl. His 30-game career passing marks - all school records - were rare for 
that nm-minded em: 124 completions of 238 attempts for 2,065 yards and 24 
touchdowns with only seven interceptions. As a senior on an 8-2 record team, 
losing only to WVa. Class AAA champion Weir and unbeaten OVAC 3-A titlist 
!1-fartins Ferry, Pastilong completed 55 of 108 aerials for 10 TDs and also rushed 
for six scores, Against Marshall County rival Benwood Union, he completed 
eight of nine passes with three TDs. Veteran Trojan coach Charley Helmski said "he is the best 
passer Moundsville ever had." 

Pastilong was highly honored as a senior. He earned first team honors on three major selections: 
AJI-W.Va. Class AAA, AH-Valley "Big School" and Al!-OVAC Class AAA. A5 a junior, he was 
second team All-Valley "Big School" and mention on All-OVAC 3A and All-W.Va. Class AAA. 

He was a three-sport lettennan in football, basketball and baseball and earned baseball A!l-W.Va, 
mention, the only honor mil for the spring sport at the time.Also, outside of school, he won a Tri
Srnte Golden Gloves boxing title. 

Pastilong earned a scholarship to West Virginia U. along with two of his backfield mates - Milt 
Oegg and Tom Yeater - and started on the 4--1 recortl freshman team, He starred in the spring 
Blue-Gold Game where he led an upset win over the upperclassmen by accounting for three TDs 
and appeared poised to compete for a starting job as a sophomore. 

However, a shoulder separation forced a red-shirt season in his second year and he was limited in 
playing time on the varsity although he lettered two years. In his sophomore season, he slllrted a 38-7 
win over Furman and completed 5 of IO passes for 197 yards and three TDs, In the opening game 
as a junior, he passed for two TDs in a 20-10 win O\'er Richmond. 

Professionally, he coached at Salem College from 1969-75 before joining the WVU Athletic 
Department to start a 35-year career including the final 21 years as Athletic Director, the longest 
tenure in WVU history. 

lie was selected by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans as "Man of the Decade" for the 1990s 
and for a special award, "Ohio Valley Ambassador" in 2010. He is in the WVU Sports Hall ofFame 
and the the W,Va. Sports Jlall of Fame. 

After WVU retirement, he joined West Liberty U. as Chair for the Athletic Campaign & 
Institutional Advancement. 
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Rudy Jovicic (Athlete - 1970,) 

Rud1 Jorldc (Shadyside High School, Clas, of 1976). Jovicic was a 
three-sport pe:rfonncr at Shadyside, competing io baseball, footoa.11 a□d 
track. He WA.'I ooth!ng short of m1satlooal in the hitter two. 

Jovicic Wll! the unque!l..!oned premier hurdler In the Ohio Valley dur
ing hl5 Fleming Add day!. A9 a senior, his hurdling prowrn helped the 
TI gel'! of Tom \lkhlch lay claim to the state C1aM A dwnpla111hlp, the 
fint Eastern Ohio boys' track team to turn that trick. 

In the state meet Jovicic finlshed runner-up In both the hlgh hurdles 
and ]ow burd!e..1. He WIIS nipped In both races by Roland Jame,, a future 
Unlvenity ofTetmessce defensive back and firs-i-round drnft choice of the 
New England Patrlol.5. He also anchorw a state-placin11: relay~ 

Jovlclc tied the all-time Oh!o Valley standarw m both hu.rdle events. He clocked a siu.ll □g 
142 In the hlgh.1 and 19 j in the lows. 

Tue Intelligencer named Jov!clc co-captain of the 1970, OhJo Valley All-Decade tack 
team, Along with Brld&eport's Cn!g Miller. 

Jovklc wn., abo a gridiron star. He wu a two-time AII-OVAC !llld All-Valley honoree. The 
170-pound running b11Ck game~ ,ome 700 infantry stripes !llld 11 TDs a, a senior while 
also catchlo& 12 panes for 206 yanis 11nd two more sc~,. 

Jovkk alro enjoyed a long career as a ~p grid coach. He WllS hew c~ch At ~ridg~ 
Hish for three seasons after serving all a Bulldo& au!.stant. He hM e.lso au1sted with the gnd 
program 11t his Alma mater. 

Kelly Swierkos (Athlete - 19110s) 
Kelly S1tlttio1 (Bhhop Donahue High School, Om of 1986). 

Swierk~ WIil a pioneer in the art of dominating pitching hi the OVAC. 
She was nothing short of tremendom on the b!ll. 

During her prep days, West Vlrgioia had JU51 one classification for i;rls' 
softball. Despite being one of tho smallest school.!! in the state, the Lady 
Bishops rode Swierlos' talented right llfITI to unparalleled heigh~. 

Bishop Donahue finished third In the SUie io her frw1I1Wl sea.son. 
The next two yem, Swled:.os hurled the' Lady Bishop! to the top of the 
mouollli□ a, they claimed a palr of state clw:npiooshlps. 

Swlcrlos' senior season was a bittersweet ooe. She battled Injuries the 
second ha!£ of the seasoo, but 5till managed to earn the mound w!n lo the state opeoer_ As 
f11te would have It, the ailing Swlerk.os was unable to take the circle in the remainder of the 
double-elimination tournament And the Lady B~ did not win again. 

She finished her remarkable career with an eye-popping 63-6 record. Of those wlll'i, eight 
~ via the no-hitter ~·llriety. 

She wu accorded firn-!elutl all-state and all-OVAC plaudits her final two campaigns. 
Swierk.as wu a1JO a stellar boopster. She flni.,bed her haslr.etball career with 1 fXJ9 poln13, 

In Wl era when there was no three-point field goal. She 11lro esu.bfuhed school career record, 
lo rebounding and assists and Wall a fint-team all-ru.t.e basketball hon~e Ill a senior. 

Swierk.as also delivered I □ quality fashion In the classroom. She gmduated with a 3.85 
GPA on a 4.0 scale. She also headlined The Intelligencer's All-Ohio Valley Scholar-Athlete 
honor ro!L 

Paul Hoover (Athlete - 19905) 
Paul Hao~r (Steubenville High School, Oas., of 1994). Big Red ha:s ooe 

of the richest ba5eball ~ons in the Ohio Valky and !his fan= all-Ohioan 
helped to form that tradiUon during bi:o! four yeani. 

Playi□g for head ci:w:h Fred He11therlngtoo, Hocm.r was a three-year reyu
lar for S~bcnvilJe, helping to lead It to the state tournament u a~. 
back to the regional a, n Junior ftOO three OVAC titles. 

Al a 51: □ior, Hoover had his !DOSI: productive season. He baaed ,454, scor
ing 30 nlll'I and driving in 32 more. He had I~ double:!!, two triples and a 
lxnn< nm. 

Following that SCASOO, he was named Dhislon II Eastern Dmrict Player of 
the Year, firsHeam all-OVAC and fun-team all-Valley. He played io the Ohio Mizuno All-Star 
Serie!I IUld Willi chosen for the SUII Belt Classlc in Oklahoma. 

Hoover e,;p!oderl onto the prep baseball scene In 1992 -..,'hen he batted J66 with ~;,; doubles, 
three home run!. a triple and 21 RBI. 

M ajmtior, Hoover batted 270 with 16 run., 5COred and 14 RBI. Heh.ad five doubk.-1, 11 tripk 
and A home run. 

For his =r, he finished with a 369 average, 64 runs llJld 67 RBI. 
Hoover was dfllf\ed in the Major Lc:ague Baseball Draft in 1994 by the Houston Astros, but 

electerl to attend ~nt State Unlv=!ty where he c.amed three letters as the atarting catcher. 
As a Goklen Flash, Hoover played m 158 game:,, battillg 1f.fJ with B6 ruru scored, 87 RBI. 23 

doubks, 12 rume runs and row trip~. 
Followlui hi! juruor season, Hoover was drafted in the 23n:i rowul by the Tampa Bay Rays and 

he elected to sign. He played prof=lon.ally from 1997 lllllll 2010 and played in40 major~ 
gAfllCll, batting 250 with eight RBI and five doubles. Hoover appeared io the big le.igues with 
the Rays, Aorida Marlins, Philadelph.111 PhiUltt and Boru,n Red So;,;. He was the bullpen catcher 
for the Phillies in 2009 when they won the World Seri.es. 

Along with hls baseball e:i;ploits, 1-locwer was a standout b.'lskdball player for Steubenville. He 
5Corro I,186 points, which ranb sixth all time al Blg Red. He averaged 16.5 point5 a&ame in his 
CIII'CCI'. He was an all-OVAC and all-Valley performer multiple~. 
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Sponso ry Auto Group 

~/ 

Janis Trupovnieks (Alhlete-1970.) 
}tum Trupondtb (Cadiz Hi~ School, Cillss or 1977). Trupovniel.s WA! 

big In natim and equally u big m athletic production, The 6-7. 255-pounder 
was a two-way fon:e on the gridiron whlle also etching hli name amongn 
the elite welghtman In track and field. 

Trupovlllels helped Coach Ron Pobolish's grid team enjoy great rucc=, 
starting three year.; a, a two-way tllckle. 

Th.e Gmlina.b went IS.I-I lo Trupo\llliels' final two yem, losln~ to and 
tying St. John Central. The Canis bagged the OVAC 2-A title in his junior 
campalgn, 

He earned a plethora of grid booOT!I, including AP &stern Dlruict 
Lineman of the Year as a senior en route to garnering all•Ohlo And all-OVAC plaudll'l. He 
recorded 67 tackles, 3111.Ssisl'l and covered two rumbles Ill a senior. 

Truporn.iels WIil ulro an ru:compfohed kicker, making 42 consecutive PATS over a two•}'CM 
span. He also boo(ed four field goals rui a senior. 

Trupovniels used hls lanky frame to the utmost 11bi!lty In track. The All-Valley honoree 
captured Cadiz High's first-ever state track title by winning the Cius AA diJcus crown vh, his 
prodigiOUll toss of 165-3. Al that time lt WU the third best 105.5 In Ohio Valley lllllllls. 

As might be expected, Trupovnlcb was !lll ioslde fon:e in hoop!. The thtec-year regular 
wa, a flnt-team All-Valley Small School selection wtd A!I-OVAC hoooree u a senior lifter 
averaging 17 points per cont.est. 

Trupovnieks WIil a oatlonally recruited football recruit, and be opted for the University of 
Tennenee. He was a two-year lettennan for the Vo 13, starting as a senior on an 8-4 team which 
defeated Wuconsin 28-21 in the Oartlen State Bowl. 

Jamie Taylor (Athlete -1980s) 
Jamk Taylor (Edlron South High School, □au or 1989). Taylor played 

hi.!! first three prep years al Jeff=on Union before consolidatlon changed the 
l!llldsczpe to Edison South. 

He WA! 1 baseball and basketball 5tartdout, earnini all-OVAC bonor.i 
In both sports, On the diamoDd, however, Taylor was nothing short of 
scnsatlonal. 

As a scnlor,he wa, the OVAC "Player of the Year" to go with hi, All-Ohio 
honon. That campaigns.aw Taylor slam 10 home run.'!, driving in 33 nnu to 
go with II robust .540 batting average. 

He Wall no slouch on the roound,elther, recordiog a 5-2 reconl with 47 Kl! 
!llld 112,l I ERA in hi, final campaJgn. 

TeylDJ's juo!orseesoo was jU51 a, productlve, battin& .575 with 10 homen and 46 RBI. He 
wu also 7-4 on the hlll, recordlni B4 rnikeou~ In 47 innings or work.. 

He ended h.lJ Edoon ba.seball crueer by establimlng a new Ohio Valley standard with 32 
home rull.'I. 

Taylor', athletlc e1plol~ were almost A! productive on the hardwood. The 6-2 guard ended 
his Edison South day.1 with 1,439 polnU. He avmged 22.1 f pg 115 a senior. 

Taylor's stellar baseball drew the 11ttention of Dlvislon college coache.1 from acl'OS.ll the 
nation. He opted to stay close to home, signing with The Ohio State University and he enjoyed 
11 !pzrkllng three-year nay with 1h.e Buckeyes before head!og off to the pros. 

As a freihman, Taylor led OSU with seven home runs and wa, named to the Bl~ Ten All
Tourname□ t Team a.s the Buckeyes clllimed the conference crown !llld placed third ln the 
Midwest Regional, 

As a junior, he was tabbed first-team all-Big Ten as a third ba.seIDArt. It was a cnmp21i&n In 
wbkh he batted 382 with 36 wali.s. 

Such succrn resulted In Taylor being chosen by the Oevelwd Jndi&ns In the fifth round of 
the 1992 MLB Draft. He played seven seasoDJ1 lo the minon,topp!ng out In Class AAA in 1998 
before retiring. He hlltkd 275 in 690 mioor league g.ll.lllt..'I. 

Mike McLeod (Athlei. - 1990s) 
Mlh Alcuod (\l,'heeling Park High School, Oass of 1992). There's not• 

sport you can name that thb former Patriot wouldn't have mined in had h:: 
"""'to puy. 

In the three he did play - football, basketball and basclw.11 - he made a 
lasting imprt:Ssion on Park and Oh.lo \'alley hrnory, 

Football is where McLeod probably made hi! blggeu impact, playing quar
temtlek and linebacker. He hclped guide the Patrirn to the C1as.s AAA state 
championship gmne in 1991 where they fell lo Capital, 15-14, I □ ovmlme. 
Wm~lvely,McLeod was ooe of the Patriots' leadlni ta.ckleri for three coosccu
li\'e seasons. Al a senior, he recorded 49 tr.c1Je5, IWO s.a.cb and recovered two 
fumbles. From his quarterba:k spot, McLeod ilin:w 11 too:hdowru. He &hared the offerulve spot
light, ltUlt season, W1lh eventual Kennedy Award winner, BoJgle Johnson, who ran for 200) yards. 

McLeod's &eaSOJJ didn't go unnoticed. He was first-team all-51el:e, all-OVAC and ell-Valley and 
attracted the eye, of col!e£e recruitmi. He had 1.eholm;.hip, offen from the 1.ike5 of West Vugln!a, 
Indiana, Marshall and otbm. 

Hov.~ver, Mcl.ecxrs uftimate p3..\SlOO lied with ba!eball where he wa.5 a two-year &tendoot as no 
outfielder. He battro A90 as a :senior, which was lhe ~ond best in the Ohio Valley. regardless of 
class. He had 42 hits. seven doobles, a triple and thrtt home nms. He drove In 20 and scOO!d 28 nlil"i. 
Again,he wa., recognized as flrst4eam all~e In ClassAAA,1111-0VAC end e.11-Valley. 

On the basketball coon, ~kl.cod wa, a JX)int~ for the Patrioo for three years, helping to 
lettd them to the rim toumament twice, He finished hiscerw with 1230 JXllnls and avmged 21.7 
points and 11 rebounds per gmne as a senior. McLeod Vr'M a first-teem Bll--!tate selection and wa.1 

also first-two all-OVAC (three times) and all·Yalley (twice). 
De5pile the college frobell offm, McLeod Of:(ed for basd:ml right out of high schcd. Altoollgh that 

didn't pan out and he ~I)' enrolled llt Youngstown State ml joined~ football t.e:am.. He was a 
member of the Penguins' Dlvisioo I-AA rl3tional championship squad in 1994, playing frr Jim T~I. 

A member of the Wheelin~ Park Sport.'l Hall of Fame, be I.!! =ntly the Patriots' heed baseball 
cooch. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Brittany Hocker (Athlete - 2000s) 

Brittany 1/ui·ker (Bridgeport High School, Class of 2004). The 
Bridgeport Bullet, as she was nicknamed during her prep track and field 
days, set the standard for female sprinting in the Ohio Valley and the 
state of Ohio. 

Hocker burst onto the scene in :!DOI when she won the 200-meter dash 
at Dayton's Welcome Stadium as a freshman. Earlier in that state meet, 
she finished second in the lOO-meter dash. 

That JOO-meter race proved to be the final time she lost in that event 
for the remainder of her prep career. Hocker was undefeated during her 
sophomore.junior and senior seasons in the short sprint. Prior to the state 
final, she had been unblemished as a freshman, too. 

As a sophomore, Hocker notched her first state championship in the IOO•meters, but 
settled for second in the 200. 

Hocker was a four.time OVAC Class IA 100-metcr dash champion and three-time Class 
IA 200-meter champion. Though she never ran the race in the postseason, Hocker was a 
three-time OVAC Class IA 400-meter champion. 

As a prep sprinter, Hocker's personal best in the 100 was 11.81 seconds. That stood as a 
state record in Division IIt until 2011. Her mark, which was set during her senior season, 
still stands as a state meet record. 

Her 200 personal best time of 24.22 is also a state meet record. She sel thal in 2004 when 
she completed her second consecutive sprint sweep. 

After high school, Hocker opted to continue her track and field career at the University 
of Akron where she put forth an impressive career, earning all-Mid American Conference 
honors. She was the MAC Indoor and Outdoor conference champion in the 200 in 2008. 
She set the Akron school record indoor for the 400 and placed in both the 100 and 400 in 
2005 as a true freshman. As a collegiate runner, Hocker focused more on the 400 and set 
the Akron record for both indoor and outdoor competition with times of 54.39 (indoor) and 
54 21 (outdoor). 

Along with track and field, Hocker also earned letters during her high school career in 
basketball. 

Class 
of 

2016 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

John Nese (OVAC Contributor) 
John Nese (East Pittsburgh High School, Class of 1956). Teacher. 

coach .... official ... broadcaster. He's done them all. 
\v11ile spending 54 years in the education field, Nese coached boys/girls 

basketball and baseball; fo!lowed that up with a fine officiating career and all 
the while worked as a radio broadcaster. 

In basketball, he began his coaching career at Follansbee St. Anthony 
{1960-61), winning the W. Va. Class B State Catholic Championship with 
a 17-5 record. After two years ( 1961-63) as an assistant at East Pittsburgh 
High - his alma mater - he came to Steubenville Catholic Central where he 
coached the boys' team IO years {1963-73) with a 121-87 record; three sec
tional titles, three district titles and one OVAC championship (1973) when his squad compiled a 
22-2 overall record-1he best in school history-led by fellow Hall ofFamer Jim Wood. 

He later returned to the hardwood as the Steubenville Catholic girls' coach (1987-90), posting 
a 56-10 record with two sectional titles; two OVAC crowns (1988 and '89) and the school's best 
record (21-2 in '89). 

He closed out his hoops' coaching with the Indian Creek junior high girls' team (I 995-2007) 
where he won an additional 116 games against 40 losses. 

He was named Coach of the Year multiple times in the Eastern District and District 5 and 
was selected as the co-coach of the United States All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Roundball 
Classic in Pittsburgh. 

In baseball, Nese coached Steubenville Catholic from 1%3-75 with a sparkling 197-77 reconl. 
His teams won seven sectionals, five districts and one regional, finishing as the state runner-up to 
Shaker Heights in 1965. His 1974 squad posted a school-best 24-4 overall mark. 

After retiring from coaching, Nese wanted to remain close to high school athletics and became 
a baseball/softball umpire. He was a respected member of that profession as we!!, and was hon
ored to work in IO consecutive OHS AA State Softball Tournaments. He also served as an instruc
tor with the Steubenville Umpires Association.Nese also had a 30-plus year career as a WSTV 
radio play-by-play announcer and color commentator, working countless football, basketball and 
American Legion baseball games. 

This marks Nese's sixth Hall of Fame selection. He's also in the Ohio High School Baseball 
Coaches Association ( 1981), the East Boros Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
( 1986); the OHS AA Officials Hall of Fame (1996); the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association 
Ha!! of Fame (2006); and the Franciscan University Hall of Fame (2008). 

At East Pittsburgh (Pa.) High, Nese was a three-year lettennan and co-capta.in of 1he Class 
B Pennsylvania state runner-up. He graduated from the College of Steubenville in 1%0 where 
he was a four-year letterman and a member of the No. I-ranked small college basketball team 
(1957-58) and team co-captain as a senior. He obtained his master's degree from the University 
of Dayton in 1974. 

Ted Talkington (Athlete - 200s) 
Ted Talkingto,1 (Magnolia High School, Class of 2004). This Blue Eagle 

product could simply score the basketball during his prep career. 
Magnolia's all-time scoring leader finished his career with 2,024 points, 

which was more than 600 points better than his nearest competitor. As a 
senior, Talkington scored at a 31 points per game clip, which followed up a 
junior season in which he poured in 295 points a contest. 

During the 2003-04 campaign, Talkington established his career-high point 
total with 45. As a senior, he sho! 82 percent from the foul line and connected 
on 64 three-pointers. 

Talkington's game wasn't limited to scoring, however. He also averaged 
5.8 assists. 5.5 rebounds and 2.7 steals. 

Along with leading the state in scoring twice, including the 2002-03 season, he helped guide 
the Blue Eagles to the Class AA state championship. By doing that, he became just one of five 
Mountain State products to accomplish the feat,joimng the likes of Jerry West, OJ. Mayo, Herbie 
Brooks and Bill Maphis. 

Talkington's aforementioned career-point total ranks 16th in West Virginia history 
He was a first-team all-state selection as both a junior and senior and captained the team both 

seasons. He was a second-team all-state pick after his senior season. He was also an all-OVAC 
and all-Valley petfonner, captaining the all-Valley team twice. 

He also scored 20 points in helping West Virginia rn!ly for a 92-82 victory in the Samuel A. 
Mumley OVAC A!!-StarGame. 

After high school, Talkington turned down several collegiate offers to accept an academic 
scholarship and walk-on spot at West Virginia University. He played in 46 games during his career 
with the Mountaineers and lettered twice. He was a member of WVU's National Invitational 
Tournament championship team in 2007. 

He opted not to play basketball during his final season of eligibility, electing to enroll in medical 
school after graduating with a degree in chemistry with a 4.0 grade point average. 

Along with his basketball prowess, Talkington was a standout for the Blue Eagles' football 
team. He was twice named all-OVAC - a first-team selection as a junior and honorable mention 
pick as a senior. 

Bob Koch (OVAC Family) 
Bob KocJ, (John Marshall High School, Class of 1971 ). Back in 2009 when 

he retired from Cameron High School, Koch offered a telling quote: "Mr, 
goal has always been to leave this a better place than it was when I found it.' 

In Koch's case, everywhere he's been and everyone he's known has been 
better for it. .. and that cenainly includes every corner of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference. 

His association with the conference dates back to 1981 when began helping 
with the hands-on calculations oftlie scores at tl1e OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling 
Tournament, a role he filled for tl1e next 30 years until the results were com
puterized.At that point, he continued to assist by working the bullpen area. He received the OVAC 
Tournament Service Award in 1998 and the OVAC Toumament Director's Award in 2014. 

Koch has been on the OVAC Executive Board- the governing body of the bi-state conference 
- since 1989, first as the Class A representative and then as the Game Director of the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

It's in that role - one he assumed in 2001 - that he has shined above all others due to the vast 
undertaking of the event from the selection of coaches and players, coordinating the week-Jong 
camp which is currently at Bethany College to all of the game-related activities which take place 
the week of the game. 

Respected for his opinions and hi.~ knowledge of the history of the conference, Koch has also 
been a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee and the OVAC Museum Committee for 
several years. 

Koch graduated from West Vrrginia University and later obtained his master·s degree in math 
education there, He spent one year at Martins Ferry High before moving on to Cameron where 
he began a 33-year career as a math teacher. He assumed the role of athletic director in 1989 
and spent the next 20 years guiding the Dragons' athletic programs to countless successes and 
facilities upgrades before retiring in 2009. Koch also spent several years as an assistant wrestling 
coach at CHS under the highly-successful Jim Potts. 

He served as co-chainnan of tl1e Friends of Cameron Footba!l event for six years, and was a 
special honoree of that group in :2015 for his contributions. 

Jimmy Mountain (Media) 
James A. "Jimmy" Mountain (St. John Central High School, Class of 

1931). You might say he "looked down from the mountain" as far as Ohio 
Valley journalists were concerned. 

1-tountain chronicled the events of the area - both in and out of the 
athletic realm - with panicular emphasis on the Bellaire area, but he was 
well-known up and down the river for his writing style of accentuating the 
positive as well as his legendary entenaining and informative columns dur
ing nearly a half century. 

A two-sport athlete (football and basketball) at St. John's, he began his 
journalistic career right out of high school working for Greater Wheeling 
Home Talk and the Martins Ferry Daily Times. He seffed as Spons Editor for what became 
The Times Leader until he was called into military service in 1941 during World War II, and 
upon his return he began a lengthy tenure as head of the Bellaire Bureau of that newspaper. 

Although his primary focus shifted to news, he continued to cover sporting events and was a 
fixture at Nelson Field football games involving both Bellaire and St. John Central under media 
legends Bill Van Home and Cal Pokas. 

An amateur boxer and a talented softball pitcher, Mountain had a life-long passion for 
American history. He was a member of Sigma Delta Chi - journalism's honorary fraternity -
and received several honors including the first Man of the Year from the Bellaire Lodge 3 IO 
Chcchoslovak Society of America; the Citizen of the Year from the Bellaire Fraternal Order 
of Police Associates; and was tabbed an honorary graduate of Bellaire lligh School and was 
selected for that school's Wall of Fame. He also served as Clerk of Council for the city of 
Bellaire, He passed away on July 24, 1988 at the age of 74. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Stan Blankenship (Coach) 

Stan Blankenship (Nicholas County High School,C!ass of 1968), He 
plll together a resume unrivaled by anyone in the girls' basketball coach• 
ing ranks, compiling a record of 542•240 during a career that began in 
1979 and continued until his retirement in 201 I. Those lofty numbers 
make him the all-time winningest coach in girls' hoops in both the Ohio 
Valley and the entire state of West Virginia. 

Blankenship's Lady Monan:hs reached the pinnacle in 1982 when 
they won the West Virginia Class AAA State Championship with All
American/OVAC Hall of Farner Amy Gamble as the star player. 

He also ledJMHS to West Virginia Class AAArunner·Up finishes in 1992 and 1994. Under 
his guidance, JMHS won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns. 

The Lady Monarchs also won nine OVAC championships under Blankenship's watch 
(1981. '82, '83, '84, '85. '91, '94,2000, 2002). The five straight ti!les from 1981-85 marks 
the longest consecutive string of girls' conference crowns recorded to date. 

Blankenship saw significant changes in high school hoops during his coaching career 
including the institution of the three-point line; the use of a smaller basketball and the move 
of girls' basketball in West Virginia from fall to winter. He coached an amazing 40 players 
who went on to p!ay college basketball after graduating from JMHS. 

He also coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mum!ey All,Star Classic several times and 
received the OVAC's Richard Saffield Girls' Basketball Coaches Award in 2005. 

Blankenship move to !he area from Nicholas County where he was a multi-sport standout 
in high school. 

That continued at the collegiate level when he attended West Virginia Wesleyan College, 
graduating in 1973 after amassing an unheard•of 13 varsity letters (four in track, four in cross 
country, four in basketball and one in football). 

Not surprisingly, he was inducted into the West Virginia Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2012. 

Tom West (Coach) 
Tom West(Mannington lligh Schaal, Class of 1957). When he made the 

move to to coach and teach at Valley High. West did so for the long haul. 
After four years at Midview High in Grafton, Ohio, he came ta Pine 

Grove where he became a coaching institution, guiding the Lumberjacks' 
football team for a total of 36 years over two tenns - his first from 1971-
2000 and then, after a seven·year absence, be returned from 2008-2013. 

During his 40 years as a head coach, he amassed a record of 242-176-1, 
1nc!uding a 223-151 mark at Valley. 

West-coached Valley teams made the West Virginia Class A playoffs JO 
straight years from 1991-200 and finished as the state nmner-up five times 
{1993, '94, '95, '96 and '98). His 1993,94-95 teams a!! went undefeated in the regular season. 

The Lumberjacks won OVAC championships in 1995 and '97 and captured the Mason-
Dixon Conference crown 11 times (1979, 85, 87, 89, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96 and 97) 

West also served as an assistant basketball coach from 1971-83. 
The football field at VHS is named Tom West Field in his honor. 
West received his bache!or·s degree in Education from Fairmont State College in 1961 and 

his master·s degree in Administration from Akron University in 1971. 
He began his teaching career in Midview in 1961 where he was an assistant basketball 

and football coach and then the head football coach from 1967-70 before taking the jab at 
Valley High. 

Jay Handlan (Athlete- 1940s) 
Jolin "Jay" 1/andlan {Triadelphia High School, Class of 1946). He 

earned 12 varsity kiters in five sports for the Lillle Reds during three 
years - three each in basketball, football and track, two in !ennis and 
one in swimming. 

In basketball, the 6•foot-2 forward earned All-City and All-OVAC 
largest Class AA and was aJJ .. state mention. In football, he was a regular 
end and punter. After high school, he served three years in the l1 .S. Anny 
before enro!!iug at Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Va. 

Competing for W &L in the Southern Conference - then a major col
lege basketball league which included West Virginia, Duke, Vu:ginia, etc., and others w~ich 
broke off and formed the Atlantic Coast Conference - he left his mark as one of the all·t1me 
most prolific baskelball scorers in major college history. 

He became only the third major college player to score more than 2,000 career points by 
capping his 94-ganle career with 15 points against WVU in his final game to reach 2,002. lie 
averaged 21.6 points for his career. 

As a junlor, he averaged 262 points to nose out WVU All-American Mark Work.man for 
second place nationally. He also led the nation in free throw shooting {86%) and set an NCAA 
record with 18-for-18 against Virginia. He also scored a school, and Southern Conference, 
record with 66 points (49 in the first half) - then the third highest-ever major col!ege mark 
- against Furman. In that game, he took 71 goal attempts (making 30). which remains the 
oldest Division l NCAA record on the books. 

Handlan earned Helms Foundation Al!•America as a junior and was twice All-Southern 
Conference. As a senior, he also became a kicker/punter far the football terun and was offered a 
tryout with tbe Cleveland Browns. He also lettered in track. 

He was drafted by the NBA Indianapolis Olympians, but opted ta play in the National 
Industrial Basketball League with the Akron Goodyear Wingfoots. He played four years and 
was an NIBLA!!,Star in !954. 

In 2015, he was inducted into tlie City af\Vhecling Hall of Fame, 

Dave Linn (Coach) 
Dare Linn (Zane Trace High School, Class of 1971). Linn made his 

mark as the Buckeye Trail High girls' basketball coach for a decade 
(1976-86), including a!tl amazing four-year run of appearances in the 
OHS AA State Tournament ( 1978-81 ). 

Trail's 1978 squad posted a 22-1 overall record, defeating Smithville 
(41-38) in the Class A state semifinals before falling to Ada (51-39) in 
the championship game. 

The 1979 team reached the pinnacle, defeating Fort Laramie (56-38) 
in the state semifinals and then dawning Holgate (51-32) in the C!as!l A 
championship game to complete a 23-2 record season. 

The Lady Warriors weren't finished, returning to the "Final Four" in 1980 where the be~t 
Portsmonth Clay (59-44) in the semifinals before falling to Mansfield St. Peter's (61-57 m 
overtime) in the title game for a final 26-1 record; and then making it back to the champion
ship game again in 198(, topping Edgerton (71-58) in the semis and losing another heart
break.er {54-52) to Anna in the finals for a 23-4 final record. 

During his JO years as the Trail girls' coach, he compiled an impressive 211-37 record, 
an 85 percent victory ratio. Trail also won the OVAC Class A girls championship in 1984 
under Linn. 

After some time off, he had a 12-year run as the Trail boys' coach ( 1999·20!0), amassing 
119 wins including three or four sectional championships and a district title/regional appear
ance in 2009. Linn-coached bays· teams won the Pioneer Valley Conference title outright in 
2005 and shared the crown with Frontier and Shenandoah in 2010. The 2005 team also won 
the OVAC Class 2-A crown. 

During his career, Linn was selected "Coach of the Year .. at various times in the Eastern 
District and District 12 and he was selected to coach in the OIISBCA North-South All-Star 
Game in 1982. 

A charter member of the East Guemsey/Iluckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in 1996, 
he's sen-ed as the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Secretaryffreasurer and as the 
Pepsi/District 12 All-Star Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College, 
he was District 12's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall 
of Honor in 2013 and was inducted into the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall 
of Fame in 2015. 

Andy Cross (Official) 
Andy Cross (Morgantown High School, Class of 1972). One of the more 

recognizable officials of the Ohio Valley, Cross enjoyed a remarkable career 
calling the action in baseball, basketball and later in rnlleyball. 

His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he 
decided ta follow in the footsteps of his father who had worked football, 
basketball and baseball games in the Morgantown area, with his young son 
accompanying him ta many of the events. 

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond. Among the highlights were 
23 regional and 13 state tournament assignments in Ohio and 10 regional 
and I] state tournaments in West Virginia. lie also umpired the Mimno 
All.Star Series in Ohio eight times. The final game of his career came in the 2013 Wes! 
Virginia State Tournament. 

Ills basketball officiating spanned 31 vears. On the Ohio side, he had 13 regional and three 
state assignments in girls' hoops and sev"en regional assignments in boys' hoops whlle in, West 
Virginia, he worked nine regionals and three state tournaments for the girls and 12 regmnals 
and two state tournaments far the boys. 

Cross was the 2009 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials Award presented at 
the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic and was honored with the District 
12 Basketball Coaches Association "Official of the Year" award in (997, 

In the la11er stages of his officiating career, he added volleyball to the mix and worked eight 
years, including many games at the tournament level in both states. 

In addilion to his on•fielti!court work, Cross also served as president, secretary, interpreter 
and class instructor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball Umpires and vice-president and 
interpreter of the Ohio Valley Board of Basketball Officials. He was also a member of the 
National Federation of Officials (NFOA) in bath West Virginia and Ohio. 

Cross was inducted into the OIISAA Officials Hall of Fame in 20!0. 

Eddie Becker (Athlete - 1950s) 
Eddie Becker (Wheeling High School, Class of 1950). A four-year Wildcat 

basketball player. he was the mast highly honored player on two teams which 
played in West Virginia State Championship games in the large•schoal Class 
A. As a junior, the 'Cats finished state runner-up to Fairmont Senior. As a 
senior, Wheeling capped a 25-0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame 
coach Everett Brinkman with the last of five titles and a state finats· win 
aver Elkins, 53-50. 

Becker, a two-time All-State Tournament pick, earned first team all-class 
AH-State as a senior as we!! as All-OVAC largest Class A and All-City hon
ors. He averaged 16.l points as a junior and led the 'Cats as a senior wilh 
more than 20 points a game - rare for that era. He scored 20 or mare points seven times with 
a high af29 as Wheeling averaged 64 points per game. lie also played football. 

Recruited by West Virginia U., he left his mark on the WVU record books. TI1e 6-foot forward 
led the freshman team in scaring with a 25-point gait. The dead•eye jump-shooter lettered three 
times an the varsity and ended a 75-game career with 1,127 point~ (15 ppg) - the second most 
in school histOI)' at the time. He a\·eraged 18.7 as a senior when he was team MVP. He also 
earned All-Southern Conference second team and was selected to the All-SC Tournament team. 

At the time he graduated, he was one of 19 players listed on the All-lime WVU Team charts. 
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Neil Habig (Athlete - 1950s) 

Neil Habig (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1954). An 
honored high school and college football player, he competed longer in 
major pro football than any Maroon Knight in history, 

As a prep senior, the Martins Ferry native earned first team a!!-star 
honors on every eligible selection - All.Valley ''Big School", All
OVAC largest Class AA, and the five-school All-City team. Rated the 
"best defensive end" in OV by coaches who selected All-Valley, the 
two-way end and punter was the top blocker on a run-oriented team and 
landed four touchdown passes. 

The 6-foot, 19Q..pounder helped the Maroon Knights win their first-el'er OVAC Class AA 
(largest class at the time) title, with an 8-1 record, The lone loss was 13-7 to !0-0 record 
Benwood Union, the OVAC Class A champion which finished as the state runner-up, 

He earned a scholarship to Purdue University where he played both ways but was convert
ed, on offense, from end to center. A three-year letterman and two-year starter at center-line
backer-defensive end, he was selected as team MVP as a senior on a roster which had J 3 Ohio 
Valley products including OVAC Hall of Fame honorees Nick Mum!ey and Kenny Mikes. 

Habig, a second team A!!-Big Ten Conference selection, played in the Senior Bowl All-Star 
game. Ile was drafied by the Green Bay Packers, but opted for the Canadian Football League. 

He played seven seasons {1958-64) as a center-linebacker with the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders and was a dominant player at his position. He was a CFL All-Star center in 
1962, the first year this honor was awarded, and a Western Conference All-Star six times. 
As a linebacker, he was noted for his pass coverage and had IO pass interceptions including 
six in 1963. 

Ben Wiley (Athlete - 1960s) 
Ben Wiley (Powhatan High School, Class of 1963). He led his team to 

the school's best-ever basketball season (20-1) and only unbeaten (18-0) 
regular season in school history. 

The 5-foot-9, 150-pound guard was a four-year player who scored near
ly 1,500 career points for the Indians. As a senior, he averaged 28.8 points 
a game and was named Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year for the team 
coached by Lou Blumling, later a head coach of the Wheeling lronmen pro 
football team. Wiley was a two-time All-OVAC Class A choice and tabbed 
co-captain as a senior and captain as a junior. The two-time All-Distric1 
honoree also was a first team All-Ohio choice by both The Associated 
Press and United Press International as a senior. 

In 1963, the Indians shared the OVAC Class A crown with Paden City and ended with a 
20-1 record afier bowing to Strasburg, 73-61 in the Class A District Tournament. 

In baseball, he was a senior regular on the second Indians' team ta win an Ohio title. The 
Indians advanced to the regional tournament all four years (1960-63) during Wiley's career. 
The 1963 team, coached by Frank Bland, capped a 15-2 record season by winning the Ohio 
Class A crown with a 3-0 championship game win over Dublin after downing Spencerville, 
2-1, in the semifinals. 

Wiley, a senior class president and honor stndent, attended Gannon College in Eric, Pa., 
and played basketball for four years. The playmakcr averaged 10.6 points as a senior with a 
high game of28 points. He scored 896 points in his career and was inducted into the Gannon 
Sports Hall of Fame in 1986. 

Rob Muuu (Athlete - 1960s) 
Rob Mutm (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1966). The three-sport 

standout helped the Bulldogs record their best combined football/basket
ball school year in history. 

In football, the team captain and quarterback-defensive back led the 
first perfect record (9-0) in school history. Coached by Joe Ault, the 
Bulldogs captured the OVAC Class AA title and were ranked No. 5 in the 
final Ohio Class A poll by United Press International. Bridgeport capped 
the perfect season with a 2:!-11 win at rival Martins Ferry for only the 
third win in45 series games vs. the Purple Riders. 

In basketball, the two-year team captain anchored the school's first
ever unbeaten regular season team (18-0) which captured an OVAC Class AA title and was 
ranked No. I in the Ohio Class A poll by United Press International. Coached by OVAC 
Hall of Farner Frank Baxter, the Bulldogs scored more than 100 points in five games and 
won sectional and district crowns before falling to Dalton, 71-70, in the Canton Regional to 
finish at 24- l. 

The 6-foot- l, 175-pound forward averaged 24.I points and 12 rebounds a game as a senior 
after sporting n 20-point nonn as a junior. 

The senior was runner-up for Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year to Kerry Myers of Celina 
and earned first team AH-Ohio from UPI and third team from TI1e Associated Press. He also 
was twice an Al!-OVAC selection and an All-District honoree in Eastern Ohio. 

Munn was also a pitcher-infielder on the Bulldogs' baseball team. 
l11e 2010 Bridgeport High Ha!I of Fame inductee earned a basketball scholarship to 

Marshall University where he was a three-year varsity player after averaging 9.4 points and 
shooting 46.8 percent from the floor on the freshman team. 

Jim Wood (Athlete - 1970s) 
Jim Wood (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 1973). 

This Crusader was one of the most dominant basketball big men in the 
OVAC during the early 1970s. The talented 6-foot, 9-inch post help to 
carry Catholic Central to its first OVAC hoop crown, turning the trick in 
1973 in Class AAA - the largest classification at that time. The Crusaders 
went 22-2 that season, winning sectional and district titles along the way. 

He averaged 20 points and 15 rebounds a game as a senior. Those num
bers, combined with the team's success, earned him first-team all-Ohio 
UPI and second-team AP all-state accolades to go with all-Eastern District 
plaudits. 

He was named first-team al\-OVAC as a junior and senior, named a co-captain in 1973. In 
addition, one Florida newspaper tabbed him as honorable mention All-American as a senior. 

Wood was also a two-year lettennan in baseball for Catholic Central. 
His superb hardwood exploits earned him a scholarship to Georgia Tech, where he became 

a four-year regular at center and was the team's leading scorer his first three years ( 11 J, 15.0 
and 14,7) nnd second on the team ns a senior (14.1). He also led the team in rebounds two 
years. His career totals included 1,459 points and 740 rebounds. 

Wood was inducted into the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame in 1985, just eight years after earn
ing hi~ degree from the school. After his collegiate career, Wood played basketball in South 
America for 12 years. 

The Steubenville Catholic Central Hall of Farner still resides in the Ohio Valley and is an 
OVAC basketball official. 

After graduation, he remained in the Erie area and became a civic leader who was recog- 1--------------------------------
nized multiple times including the naming of a public building afier him. He died in 2004. 

Jim Woofter (Athlete - 1970s) 
Jim lfoofter (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1973). He earned the 

honor of becoming the first Golden Bear athlete to allain All-American 
honors. earning those plaudits for his grid greatness at linebacker, center 
and fullback. 

The 6-2, 225-poundcr was a two-time first-team a!!-state, all-OVAC 
and all-Valley honoree. As a senior, he was captain of the all-Valley "Big 
School" defensive team and runner-up for the Hunt Award, emblematic 
of the state's top lineman. 

As a senior, he recorded 126 tackles, 49 assists, five fumble recoveries 
and forced six fumbles in he!ping the Golden Bears to a 7-3 record. The tenacious defender 
registered 86 solo tackles, 46 assists, eight tackles for losses, three fumble recoveries and four 
interceptions as a junior. 

Wool'ter's sparkling football exploits earned him All-American honors from Co.1ch & 
Athlete and Scholastic Coach magazines. 

Kim Augur (Athlete - 1980s) 
Kim Augur (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1983). Her most 

impressive claim to fame is winning the OHSA A Class AAA 4Cl0-mcter dash 
state championship as a senior in 54.87 seconds. She missed the state record 
by a mere one-tenth of a second. Later on in that same state meet, Augur 
claimed the silver medal in the 200-meter dash (25.18). 

This Potter track great still holds the Ohio Valley record in the 400 meters 
at 54.87. She also established school records in the 100 (12.3) and 200 
(24.56), the latter still ranking as the second-best in valley history behind 
the 24.:!2 turned in years later Bridgeport's Brittany Hocker, also an OVAC 
Hall of Farner. 

Augur is also a member of the Potters' school-record 4x400-meter relay 
team which turned in a 4: 11.1 clocking during her junior campaign. 

Her achievements earned her a track scholarship to The Ohio State University. 
Augur was no one-sport wonder. She was also a talented basketball player for East Liverpool, 

earning first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior nnd senior. 
Augnr was inducted into the East Liverpool !Iigh Athletic Ball of Fame in 1990. 

His prep football success attracted recruiters from all the major schools, and Woofter opted 1--------------------------------
for the University of Tennessee. It proved to be a good choice as he was a three-year lettennan 
and two-year starter at defensive tackle for the Volunteers. 

His athletic success was not limited to just the gridiron. As a senior, he was state shot 
put champion at Oak Glen with a 52-foot, 7-lnch effort, and he also won the OVAC Class 
AAA shot put crown. Woofter was also a force in wrestling. He was the OVAC runner-up at 
heavyweight as a senior. 

Dave Delande (Athlete - 1980s) 

Dave Delande (St, Claimil!e High School, Class of 1982). This wrestling 
great distinguished himself both on the prep and collegiate levels. 

His Red Devils' mat career was nothing short of sensationaL He finished 
with a stellar 136-10-1 record. In the process, Delande was a three·time 
OVAC champion. He was also the runner-up as a freshman. 

Delande was also a runner-up at the OHS AA State Wrestling Championships 
as 132-pound junior and he placed fifth at I 38 pounds as a senior. 

He continued his wrestling greatness at West Liberty under the nurturing 
of legendary coach Vince Manseau. 

De!andc was a three-time NAIAAl!-American for the Hilltoppers, achieving the feat in three 
different weight divisions. He was seventh at 142, fourth at 150 and national runner-up at 158. 

His four-year WL record was a sparkling 96-23. 
He still ranks in the top JO in eight llilltopper all-time mat records: fa!ts, shutouts, 2-point 

near falls, 3-point near falls, reversals, team points, wins and best winning percentage. 
Just as impressh'c!y, Delande also was the Hilltopper wrestling program's first Academic 

All-American, earning back-to-back academic laurels in 1985 and 1986, He was a!so three
time team captain. 

He was inducted into the West Liberty University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010. After gaining 
his West Liberty diploma, he became a CPA. 
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Jodi Bates (Athlete-1990,J 

Jodi Bates (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999). Speed to 
bum. That's ellactly what this fonner Colt possessed as it pertained to 
track and field. 

A standout sprinter for the Colts, Bates shined in the 100- and 200-
meter dashes, winning 10 state medals during her career. 

Bates burst onto scene in a big way as a freshman, placing second in 
both the 100 (12.32) and 200 (25.12) at the Division Tl state meet. She 
didn't slow down from there. 

As a sophomore, Bates won her first state championship, blazing the 
Ohio Stadium track to a 24.87 to capture the 200-meter dash. She also finished second in the 
100 ( 12.37) for the second straight season. 

Bates broke through and climbed to the top of the state podium in the to0-meter dash 
as a junior. It was one of four medals she claimed in that meet. She won the 100 in 12.22, 
finished second in the 200 (25.25) and ran a leg on the fifth·p!ace 4.t!OO (50.81) and eighth 
place 4x400 squads. 

During her senior campaign, Bates ran consistently under the coveted 12-second barrier. 
She successfully defended her JOO-meter til!e (12.IO) and anchored the fifth-place 4xl00 
(50.33) during the first state meet at Dayton's Welcome Stadium. 

En mute to the stale competition. Bates won 14 OVAC championships, including four 
straight 100- and 200-meter titles. She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional champion• 
ships during her career, while running a personal best time of 11.95, which still stands as 
Meadowbrook's a!Hime best and is the second-best in Ohio Valley history. 

After her prep career, Bates signed to run at Wheeling Jesuit University. She competed just 
one season before developing an injury, which proved to be career ending. She attempted a 
comeback after transferring to Muskingum University, but the injury was simply too much 
to overcome. 

While on the track is where Bates made her murk. she also lettered twice in basketball and 
was an honorable mention al!--kague selection. 

Zach Amedro (Athlete - 2000,i 
Zacll Amedro (John Marshall High School, Class of 2005). The Ohio 

Valley has produced several prolific passers in its history. This fonner 
Monarch is near the top in every passing category there is. 

As a senior, Amedro finished fourth in the balloting for the Kennedy 
Award and was a first-learn all·slate selection after putting forth one of the 
most prolific statistical seasons in history, He completed 188-of-289 pass
es for 2,939 yards and 33 touchdowns. He also ran for six touchdowns. 

That completed a brilliant three-year stint as quarterback in which he 
threw for more than 6,000 yards and 53 touchdowns. He completed 426-
of-761 career passes. 

Along with his state-wide honors, Amedro was named All-OVAC and was the offensive 
captain of The ln!elligencer·s All· Valley team. In 2002, he was the newspaper's "Sophomore 
of the Year." 

After originally attending then FCS member Appalachian State, Amedro transferred back to 
the Ohio Valley and had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he twice finished as run
ner--up for the Harlan Hill Award, which is the Division II equivalent to the Heisman Trophy, 

Amedro set Division II passing records for yards {14,733) and completions (1,079). His 
thirty 300-yard passing games were also the best in Division ll history, 

In leading the Hi!ltoppers to the NCAA Division II playoffs as a senior, Amedro finished 
329-of-485 for 4,058 yards and 38 touchdowns in JO games. He bad a season-high eight 
touchdowns and 44 completions. 

During Amcdro·s junior season, the Hill toppers won the WVJAC title and qualified for the 
playoffs, avenging their only loss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro. 

Amedro was twice named WVIAC "Player of the Year" and was a first-team Division II 
AU-American and second-team Small College All-American by The Associated Press. 

Matt Powell (Athlete - 1990s) 
Matt Powell (Barnesville High School, Class of 1990). This former 

Shamrocks didn·r just"SCore the ball, he fi!led it up every night during 
an impressive four-year career with 2,174 career points (still in the top 
30 all-time in Ohio). 

Powell helped lead the Shamrocks to their first trip to the Ohio Sweet 
16 during his senior season in which he scored 32 points per game en 
route to first-team all-Ohio accolades by both The Associated Press and 
United Press International. 

UPI selected him as its Division III state player of the year, a worthy 
honor when you consider he scored 760 points that season, connected on 
60, three-point goals and was 168-of-203 from the foul line. That senior-year explosion fol
lowed a junior season in which he scored 621 points and his 46 "treys". 

Powell made an immediate impact for the Shamrocks. He scored 282 points as a freshman 
and then really took off, pouring in 510 points as a sophomore. 

His presence is still felt at Barnesville. He owns three of the top four point totals ever 
recorded at Barnesville. His single-game high of 45 ranked third and his 60 bonus baskets 
rank second all-time. Powell's career poinl.'i and free throw9 made (411) are school records. 

Along with being recognized as all-Ohio, Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio 
North-South All-Star Games. He was the captain of the all-OVAC Class AAA team, Eastern 
District Player of the Year, District 12 Player of the Year and captained the all-Va!!ey Big 
School team. He was selected to the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in 20!0, 

After his prep career, Powell originally went to the Air Force Academy, but transferred back 
to Rio Grande College and etched his name into its lore. 

He scored 2,367 career points at the college level, which is second in Rio Grande history to 
only Bevo Francis. He led Rio Grande to the NAIA National Tournament in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
during his senior season. lie was a three-time all-Mid Ohio Conference selection, a two-time 
all-District 22 honoree and a NAIA A!!•American Honorable h-fention choice after the 1992-
93 campaign. As a senior at Rio Grande, Powell, who battled a foot injury during his junior 
campaign, scored 705 points and served as a co-captain. 

Kacie Vavrek (Athlete· 2000,) 
Kacie tavrok (Bellaire High School, Class of2002). You name the sport 

and this former Big Red shined brightly. 
A four-year letterman in three sports, Vavrek left her biggest marks on the 

basketball court and on the track. 
In basketball, Vavrek scored in bunches. She finished her prep career with 

1,63 J points, which at the time ofber graduation was tops amongst Bel!aire 
females. Ifs since been broken by her sister, Ashley, 

During her senior season, Vavrek led the area in scoring at 23.9 points 
a game. She was named first-team All-Ohio, All·District 12, All-OVAC, 
Eastern District "Player of the Year" and finished fourth in the \'oting for 
Ohio's Ms. Basketball. 

Vavrek took part in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC All-Star Game. She 
led the South squad with 20 points in that contest. 

As a junior, Vavrek scored at an OV•best 22,7 poin!s per game clip. She was named first
team All-Ohio.All-Eastern District, All-District 12, All-OVAC nnd captained the All·Val!ey 
team. 

On the track, Vavrek wns one of the area's all·time best high hurdlers and high jumpers. 
Vavrek finished her prep career with 10 state medals. Taking that a step further, she won a 
trio of state championships. 

After reaching the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore to come up short, 
Vavrek broke through as a junior by winning the state title. She was fourth in the low hurdles 
and fifth in the high jump that season as well. 

As a senior, Vavrek went double·•gold. She defended her high hurdle title and added the 
lows, which was an e\·ent she didn't compete in often early in her career. She was a four-time 
placer in the high jump. Vavrek's personal-best time of 1433 had been the valley's all-time 
best. 

Along with her stnte success, Vavrek was a four•time OVAC high hurdle champion. A!! 
told, she won or played a role in 11 conference track ti(!es and helped the Big Reds claim 
two team crowns. 

Vanek was also a standout in vo!teyba!!. She was chosen as All·OYAC and played in both 
the District 12 and OVAC All-Star Games. 

Vavrck was named the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Female Athlete of the Year for 2002. 
With opporrnnities to run track or play hoops. Vavrek elected to continue her roundball 

career at Kent State University. She was a four-year player for the Flashes and started in 22 
games during her career. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this conference plays in the lives of the member 
schools' studem-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis 011 sportsmamvhip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded
icated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization of which I am aware. The OVAC Hall of Fame 
is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to inspire and 
motivate today:, athletes. It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success." 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ross Stoltz (OVAC Contributor) 
Ross Stoltz (Naponee High School (Nebraska), Class of 1965). He 

has been a true friend and supporter of the conference. most evident 
as the sponsor of the popular OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band which 
entertains the crowd during pregarne and halftime at the annual OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game each July. The band features 
some of the best musicians from schools throughout the conference who 
come together for a week prior to the game and never disappoint with a 
spectacular performance, 

Under Stoltz' leadership, McDonald's also is a sponsor of the OVAC 
Kick-Off Classic; the West Virginia "Super Six" State Football Championships which have 
become a fixture at Wheeling Island Stadium; and has a strong local involvement with many 
area schools including band sponsorships, stadium banners, scoreboards and yearbooks as 
well as donating to area track meets and baseball events. 

McDonald's is also a yearly sponsor of the highly-regarded "Beast of the Easf' suwmmer 
baseball tournament which has become a summertime staple in the Ohio Valley; a major 
sponsor of the area's professional hockey team - the Wheeling Nailers; an donates annual!y 
to the local YMCA. 

Stoltz personally presents local nominations to athletes for the prestigious McDonald's 
High School AU-American Classic. 

He began his career with McDonald's in 1965 as 11 17-year old crew member. After serv
ing in the U.S. Anny (1967-70) and attending the University of Nebraska (Class of 1973), 
he returned to McDonald's in various capacities starting in 1974 and since 1996 has been 
the Owner/Operator of JO McDonald's restaurants throughout the Ohio Valley (Barnesville, 
Belmont, Elm Grove, Martins Ferry, Moundsville, St.Clairsville, Triadelphia, Warwood and 
Woodsfield). 

Stoltz has received the Golden Arch Award, the McDonald's Corporation's highest recog
nition for an Owner/Operator that recognizes a focus on customer service, outstanding food 
quality and restaurant operations, and exceptional contributions to the local community, 

He's a board member of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Morgantown; a long
time sponsor for McDonald's MAC Grants for Teachers program; and provides extensive 
support to local schools. 

Dave Caldwell (Coaches) 
Dave Caldwell(Bea!lsville High School, Class of 1973). He proved the 

theory of "the little engine that could" by achieving a tremendous amount 
of success coaching football and one of the smallest schools around, 
compiling a record of 196-102-1 during his 29 years as head coach of 
his alma mater, 

Caldwell began his coaching career as an assistant at Caldwell High 
under Mike Devol and then returned "home" to Beallsville where he 
assisted J.B. Majors for two seasons (1981-82). He was elevated to the 
head coaching post in 1993 and held that job until retiring in 2011. 

Under Caldwell's guidance, the Blne Devils won six Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Class A championships (1988, 1992, 1994, 2000, 2006 and 2011) and 
six Pioneer Valley Conference titles. Beallsville reached the OHSAA playoffs eight times 
(1994, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2001) and posted a playoff record of 5-8. That 
included a run to the Division VI, Region 23 championship and a spot in the state semifinals 
in 1994 and a career-capping 10-3 season in 201l when BHS advanced to the D-VI, Region 
23 title contest. 

Caldwe!l was tabbed "Coach of the Year" in the Eastern District and PVC multiple times 
and he coached in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game five times {1989, 1993, 
2001, 2005 and 2009) with a 2-3 record in the mid-summer classic. 

Caldwell, who made a brief coaching return as an assistant at Shenandoah in 2014, also 
assisted in basketball and track during his time at Beallsville. 

As an athlete, he was a three-sport perfonner at Beallsville High School (football, basket
ball and track), playing on the school's first unbeaten football team in 1972. He went on to 
play football for four years at Muskingum College, earning his degree there in 1977 and later 
obtaining a master's degree from Salem University. 
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Arthur 'Butch' Joseph (OVAC Family) 
Arthur "Butch" ]01,eph (Bellaire High School, Class of 1963). \Vhen 

the conference needs to keep things "running" in the fa!! or the spring, 
Joseph has been the go-to gny for many years as a member of the OVAC 
Track and Cross Country committees, serving as co-chainnan of the track 
committee with his wife, Donna, an OVAC Hall of Fame inductee in 2007. 

A veteran of the United States Air Force who served during the Vietnam 
War, he started officiating local track meets in the early 1970s and began 
his association with the OVAC in the late 1980s, assisting Floyd Deaton 
with the OVAC Volleyball Championships and being responsible for com
piling the weekly conference standings in that sport. 

Joseph has been an integral part of the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships dating back 
to the days.when the small school divisions were contested at Shadyside's Fleming Field, and 
he also assisted with the big school meets at Bellaire's Nelson Field either behind the scenes 
or as an on-track officiaL 

It was.Josep.h's vision to convert the OVAC Track Championships to their current fonnat. 
It was his desire to have the best athletes, regardless of class, compete agains1 one-another 
in an overall championship meet, which is how the event has been contested since 2010 at 
St. Clairsville High. 

Joseph has also been the man behind the computer responsible for the pre-event preparation 
and timing/scoring 'at the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Country Championships on the campus of 
Meadowbrook High School in Byesville for more than 15 years. 

Along with his wife, Joseph received the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Service award in 1997. 

Jeff Harrison (Media) 
Jeff llarriso,1 (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1977). He has 

been a member of the sports media for 35 years and counting, including 
the last 17 at The Daily Jeffersonian in Cambridge where he has been the 
Spans Editor since 2007. Prior to that, he spent 18 years at Tbe Times 
Leader in Martins Ferry. 

He originated the concept of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall 
of Fame in 2004; is a member of the selection committee and in charge of 
producing the program for that event. He's also a member of the OVAC 
Softball Committee and OVAC Coach of the Year Selection Committee 
and previously handled publicity for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game for seven vears. 

Harrison was also the ciitalyst behind the fonnation of the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame in 2008, serving as Chainnan of the Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee and handling publicity since that time; and is a member of the Martins Ferry 
High School Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, ser,..ing as the primary researcher/biographer 
for that group. 

He is a member of The Associated Press East District Selection Committee for football/ 
boys' basketball/girls' basketball, serving as chainnan since 2009; an AP state poll voter; 
a member of the Ohio High School Athletic Association Media Advisory Committee and 
a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. He was the 2006 recipient of the 
Eastern Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association's Media Award; District 
12's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Honor in 
2015 and has won several OPSWA writing contest awards. 

Harrison, who attended Ohio University Eastern and currently resides in Byesville, 
authored the book Holding Court: Tiie Gene Ford Story (2005), the biography of the legend
ary Cambridge High Schoo! boys' basketball coach. 

He also served as public address announcer at several venues over the years, including 
Martins Ferry football and boys' basketball, Meadowbrook girls' basketball and the District 
12 All-Star Basketball Classic; and was a youth baseball/softball coach for 22 years in the 
Martins Ferry Civics Athletic Association and the Guernsey Valley Baseba!l Association. 

Terry Leggett (Coaches) 
Terry Leggett (Midvale High School, Class of 1965), The ultra-successful 

Leggett began his coaching career as an assistant at Skyvue High School 
and then was head coach there for two seasons (I 973-74 and '74-75). 

He went to old Zane Trace High School for the next two years ('75-76 
and '76-77) and when that school consolidated with Madison High to be
come Buckeye Trail, Legget! was named the school's first coach. 

His initial Warrior squad (1977-78) accomplished a remarkable feat, 
posting a perfect 18-0 regular season (21-1 overall) and winning the 
OVAC Class A championship, sectional and district titles and finishing 
runner-up in the regional, losing a 43-42 heartbreaker to Indian Valley 
South. 

During his 12 years at Trail (he called it quits following the 1988-89 season), the Warriors 
never had a losing season and amassed an incredible 225-50 record. That inclnded two trips 
to the OHSAA Class A "Final Fonr" -- his 1982-83 team went 25-1 and the 1986-86 team 
turned things around after a 4-5 start to make the state semifinals and finish 20-7, 

Leggen-coached Trail teams won nine sectional titles, five district crowns and two regional 
championships and he was named UPI Class A Ohio "Co-Coach of the Year" in 1983, His 
teams won OVAC titles four straight years ('78, '79, '80 and '81) and were state-ranked six 
times. He was named overall OVAC "Coach of the Year·• in 1978 and was also a four-time 
District 12 "Coach of the Year·• honoree. All told, his teams compiled a 268-92 record in 16 
seasons. 
He coached in the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic three times and was an assistant coach 

in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game once. 
A graduate of Findlay College, he served as an Eastern District Board member and was the 

Game Director of the District 12 Basketball All-Star Gmue for many years. He also served 
on the Rules Interpretation Committee of the OHSAA. 
Inducted into the school's Athletic Ilall of Fame in 1997, Leggett was also a physical educa
tion teacher and athletic director during his days at Buckeye Trail. He passed away in 2009. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Roger Sowers (Official) 

Roger Sowers {Roseville High School, Class of 1952). He spent a num
ber of yea.ts in various roles - coach, athletic director, guidance counselor, 
principal nnd instructor - but Sowers is probably best known as a long
time basketball official. 

Sowers, who spent more than 30 years in education, began as a bas
ketball coach, serving four years as head coach at Pleasant City High 
and seven years at Barnesville High, posting a combined 130-99 record. 

He officiated his first varsity basketball game in 1959, and became a 
full•time referee in 1968 once his coaching days were over. He worked 
40 years over five decades, including nearly a quarter of a century as a tournament official 
at the sectional, district and regional levels. 

He was a charter member of the East Central Ohio Officials Association in 1he Cambridge 
area, serving as president, rules interpreter and on the executive hoard over the years. He 
also served as president of the Ohio Association of Basketball Officials. 

Sowers, who also officiated at the college level in the Ohio Athletic Conference, spent 
20-plus years teaching a basketball officiating course at Ohio University Eastern, with sev
eral of his fom1er students later becoming high school and college officials. 

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Association's Officials Hall of Fame 
in 1995; received a Distinguished Service Award from the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association and a Meritorious Award from the OHSAA in 1998 for 40 years of service. 
The Roger Sowers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000, with the 
yearly recipient a Barnesville High senior planning to attend Ohio University Eastern and 
major in education. 

A Crooksville native, he earned a bachelor's degree from Marietta College where he was 
a four-year lettennan in baseball and a one-year letterman in basketball, and obtained his 
masters degree from West Virginia University. 

He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64, 

Bill Gompers (1940s Athlete) 
Bill Gompers (Wheeling Central lligh School, Class of 1945).He was 

an honored running back on two top Maroon Knight football teams and 
also lettered on two state Catholic Tournament championship basketball 
teams. 

A two-time selection on the five-team All-City football honor roll, the 
two-way standout helped Central win the 1943 City Championship with 
a 9- l regular season record before the Knights competed in a post-season 
Steel Bowl contest won, 20-19 by Rochester, 

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition, he was team co
captain on a 6-3-1 record Knight squad. 

In basketball, Gompers competed on two teams which extended the Knights' streak to 
five consecutive WVa. Catholic Tournament championships.The 1944 team went 22-3 in 
regular season and Catholic Tournament play before the Knights won two of three games in 
the Eastern States Catholic Tournament Tirnt team was coached by charter OVAC Ha!! of 
Fame coach Jim Foti. 

Both Gompers and Foti were among induc1ees into the charter Wheeling Central High 
School Spons Hall of Fame. 

During Gompers' senior season, the 6-foot-1, 180-pound back was offered football schol
arships at several colleges but opted for Notre Dame where he lettered for three seasons 
and played both ways on two Irish teams proclaimed as National Champions - 1946 (8-0+1 
record) and 1947 (9-0), which was led by Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Lu jack. Gompers, 
cited as a top blocker, averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He played in the 1946 scoreless tie vs. 
Anny which was labeled the "Game of the Century." 

Gompers was selected to play on the College AH-Star team which played the NFL cham
pions, the Chicago Cardinals, in a post•season game. 

Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pro All-American Football Conference, he played both 
ways for one season as the team bowed to the Cleveland Browns in the championship game, 

Tom Franckhauser (1950s Athlete) 
Tm11 "Knute" Fra11ckhauser (Steubenville Catholic Central High 

School, Class of J955).TI1e 6•foot, 195-pound offensive end-defensive 
back was the leading scorer as a senior on a 9-1 record Crusader team, the 
school's best record since 1946. He landed nine touchdown passes - high 
for that era • and returned three pass interceptions for scores. His best 
output was in a 45-6 win over Wellsville when he scored on an SJ-yard 
TD reception and returned two interceptions for 57-. and 69-yard scores. 

An All-Valley and AH-Eastern Ohio honoree, he competed in the 
Ohio-W,Va. All .. Star game won by Ohio, 31-20. 

He accepted a scholarship to Purdue University where he lettered three 
years and started as a junior and senior as the team's leading pass receiver. He was named 
team MVP as a senior. He helped the Boilennakers ur,set the nation's No. t ranked team, 
Michigan State, in 1957. A second team All-Big Ten mnoree as a senior, he played in 17 
career games with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs. 

He was the 33rd overall selection in the 1959 NFL Draft third round by the Los Angeles 
Rams. In his rookie season, the cornerback had three interceptions. 

In 1960. he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft and became 
the first Cowboy to carry the ball by returning the opening kickoff in the inaugural regular 
season game. 

After two years with the Cowboys, he cnpped his five-year, 58-game pro career with a two
year stint on the Minnesota Vikings. He was forced to retire in 1964 after suffering a brain 
injury during a tackle in a training camp scrimmage. He had 13 career interceptions. 

A first cousin ofOVAC Hall of Farner Danny Abramowicz, be passed away in 1997. 
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William 'Catfish' Hearst (1950s Athlete) 
, William "Catfishr /leant (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959).The 

first sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. Va. to break the SO-second barrier 
at 440 yards, he was dominant at the quaner mile, which he didn't stan 
running until his junior season, and 220 vards while also competitive in 
the 100 and long jump. • 

As a senior, he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W.Va. Regional 
and state meets--a repeat title-the one-class OVAC meet where he 
was top scorer, the Bellaire, Toronto, Wellsburg and Mansfield Relays, 
and was one of only two Ohio Valley athletes to ever win an individual 
event at the most prestigious Midwest invitational meet. His 49.6 mark 
at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-SO-second clocking, and he time and all-time best 
49,I at the W.Va. regional meet. At the one-class state meet, be repeated as 440 champion 
with a record 495 mark and also won the 220 with a record-tying 22.1 time. As a junior, he 
won the state 440 in SO.OS seconds. 

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event featuring athletes from three states and 
won by a Paul Warfield-led Warren Harding team. Hearst won the JOO (10.Q), was second in 
the 220 and won the 440 (49.6) with two meet records. 

A two•time All-Valley Track honoree at 100,220 and 440, the Wellsburg Express was 
selected captain as a senior and noted as "the greatest quaner-miler produced in these parts.". 

Hearst also was a four-year football and three-year basketball player and competed in the 
1959 W.Va.-Ohio All-Star football game won by W.Va., 7-6. 

He attended W. Va. State and also served in the U.S. Anny during the Vietnam War. After 
returning home, he was a long-time coach of the Ohio Val!ey Track Club, a cenified track 
official and helped coach at Bethany College. An annual Memorial Scholarship in his name 
is presented each year at Brooke High. 

Hearst passed away in 2002. 

Roger Alford (1960, Athlete) 
Roger Alford (Wintersville High School, Class of 1962). He was a 

racial pioneer al West Virginia University and the Southern Conference 
after a three-span career at old Wintersville High. 

Alford competed in football, basketball and track for the Golden 
Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach Bob Kettlewell as "one 
of the two best football players I coached" along with OVAC Hall of 
Farner Alan Jack, who later starred at Ohio State University. 

In football, the 5-foot-lO, 225-pound tackle was All-OVAC Class 
AA, All-Valley "Big School" first team, and All-Eastern Ohio first team 
all-dass selection. 

The Mountaineers broke the "color barrier" in 1962 when they recruited Alford and 
fullback Dick Leftridge of Hinton, WVa., the first African-Americans to wear a WVU 
football uniform. After playing on the freshman team. Alford lettered three varsity seasons 
ru1d started the last two as an offensive guard. He was named to the 1960•69 AH-Decade 
TeamatWVU. 

In 1999, he was inducted postumously into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. 
He was the founh Alford brother to attend college and play football. His brother Bob co• 

captained the Kent State team in 1961. Roger earned four degrees from WVU< completing 
his studies for bachelor's, master's, physical therapy and dental degrees. He was a dentist in 
Detroit when he died in 1996. 

Alford was a smner in at least three memorable WVU games - the 63-48 win over Pitt in 
1965; the 28-27 upset win over No. 9 Syracuse in 1964; and the 1964 indoor Libeny Bowl 
game vs. Utah in Atlantic City. 

Dick Tomlinson (1960s Athlete) 
Dick Tomlinson (Wheeling High Schoo!, Class of 1961). He was a 

6•.foot-5, 210-pound three-sport standout who was a rare two-year "Big" 
all-class, first team All-State basketball honoree; state and OVAC track 
star with rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in JOO-yard 
sprint); and football quarterback. He earned a basketball scholarship to 
the University of Florida and set a school game point record. 
At old Wheeling High, he competed in basketball, football and track for 
three years and also golras a senior. 
In basketball. besides being a two-time ''Big" all•class and Class AAA 
all-stater, he was twice captain of both the OVAC largest Class AAA 
and the five-school All-City honor rolls. He averaged 23 points a game both as a junior and 
senior - the top marks in the city and OVAC Class AAA. As a senior and team captain, be led 
the Wildcats to sectional and regional titles and into the state tournament before bowing to 
Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Clnss AAA semifinals. He earned All-Tournament honors. 
In track, the senior team captain won the state one-class shot put (51-4 1/21 and placed 4th in 
the IGO-yard dash, He was second in the shot put as a junior. 
Tomlinson was All-Valley both in sprints and weights. At the OVAC meet, be won the shot 
put (51-5 3/8) nnd placed second in the 100 and third at 220 yards. 
In football, the rangy quarterback was team co-captain and team MVP as II senior. lie earned 
All-City two years and was selected captain as a senior. He rated mention on the All-OVAC 
and All-State Class AAA two years. As a senior, he led the Wildcats to their fourth straight 
City title and 6-3·1 record including an 18-14 upset of eventual state Class AAA champion 
Weir, the only loss for the Red Riders led hy Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Ha!! of 
Farner Bob Kelley. 
At the University of Florida, after playing on the freshman basketball team, he started three 
varsity seasons and played in 72 games with 863 points nnd 529 rebounds while shooting 
49.2% from the floor and 732% at the line, 
As a junior, he set Gator school records with 44 points including 19 goals in a win over 
Tampa. TI1e 44-points currently ranks No. 2 all-time in school history, As a senior, he aver•• 
aged 12.9 points and 7. l rebounds. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Gary Repella (19711s Athlete) 

Gary Repel/a (Steubenville High School, Class of 1970). He enjoyed 
stellar car7ers in basketball, baseball and football for the Big Red. 

It was m hoops that led to a collegiate scholarship as Ohio State 
coaching legend Fred Taylor inked the talented 6¥3 guard, one vear after 
landing St. John Central star Allan Homyak. • 

Repel!a helped lead Steubenville to a 23~ I mark as a senior as Big 
Red, under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Watt, claimed the OVAC Class 
AAA championship, He averaged 18.1 points per game in becoming 
the district player-of-the-year while being named first-team All-Ohio. 

Repella was a two-time All-Valley "Big School" and All-OVAC honoree. He scored in 
do~b!e figures in eve_ry ~ame as a senior for the well-balanced Big Red. He averaged 15 
pomts per game as a JUmor. 

He was also a gem on the diamond, starting for three seasons. The slick-fielding second base
man helped Steubenville win the OVAC title in his senior season of 1968 with a 22-7-1 mark. 

In his final campaign, he batted .357 on the strength of 35 hits while being named first
team All-Valley, 111ere was no All-OVAC team at that time, 

Repel!a was selected to play in the Ohio All-Star Game in Columbus, which also signi
fied All-State honors. He was also a key perfonner for the Steubenville Legion team which 
earned a berth in the state tournament in Athens. 

Repel!a was a two-year starter in football at Steubenville. As a senior he directed the 
ground-oriented Big Red to a 7-2-1 record, tying powerhouse Massillo~. He completed 
30-of-64 passes for 517 yards and five TDs that fall. 

After graduating from Steubenville High, Repella took his versatile talents to Columbus 
to play basketball at OSU. 

The NCAA had a rule in place prohibiting freshmen to play on the varsity squad, but 
Repella made the most of his time with the Buckeyes' frosh, leadirlg the team with a 192 
scoring average. A back injury slowed his sophomore campaign when he started two games 
and played in 15. He tallied 10 points in his first start that season against Butler. As a junior, 
he served as a backup to Homyak, a three-time first-team All"Big Ten honoree. 

Repella became a full-time starter as a senior, nud he was second on the team with 59 
assists while averaging 7.6 points a game, with a high game of 19 points. He played in 23 
of 24 games and staned 19 as a two-guard. 

He still resides in Steubenville, serving the city for many years as law director. His daugh
ter, Liz, was a 2,000-poiut hoop scorer for Big Red before starring at \\lVU, 

Chris Jones (1980sAthlete) 
CJiris Jones (John Marshall High School, Class of 1982). Bob 

Montgomery has authored a legendary career as the longtime head base
ball coach at John Marshall. In his four-plus decades at the Monarch helm, 
he has garnered nearly 900 wins, so when he says Chris Jones is the "best 
high school player I've coached," it has impact. The talented righthander 
who also yielded a potent bat, has tl1e stats to back up that statement. ' 

In his three years on the Monarchs' mound, Jones recorded an amazing 
30-3 pitching mark. 1\vo of his setbacks were shutout defeats. He helped 
JM capture three successive OVAC 4A titles (1980-82) while compiling a 
brilliant 84-15-1 record. 

Jones started his JM career on a high note, compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as a sophomore 
as Montgomery's charges won au amazing 31 of 33 starts. Jones was accorded second-team 
all-Valley's honors that spring. 

He :-1ised his !eve! of play even more as a junior, dazzling both as a hurler and a hitter as JM 
compiled a _stellar 25-4 m~rk. P.,t the plate, Jo_nes _led the valley with a smoking .500 batting 
~verage, gmng 46-of-92 with eight doubles, stx: tnples, three homers and 31 RBI while scar
mg 26 runs. As a pitcher, he won IO of II decisions, striking out 122 in 78 innings of work. 
He had a miniscule 1.61 ERA while walking just 31 batters. He earned first-team, al!-state, 
all-Valley and all-OVAC plaudits that spring. 

Jones was just as dominating as a senior, helping JM gamer a 28-9-1 record. He struck out 
171 batters in 97 innings of work, He was 11-2 on the mound with a 1.61 ERA. He batted .393 
with 44 hits and an Ohio Valley-leading eight home runs. He knocked in 37 runs and scored 32 
more. He blasted six: triples and two doubles. He was named co-captain of the a!l-Va!ley team 
while also being named first-team all-West Virginia, all-OVAC and all-Mountaineer League. 

Jones also sparkled on the gridiron as a senior, earning honorable mention al!-OVAC honors 
as a defensive back. 
, The Ohio State University won the recruiting battle for the talented Monarch. Jones was 
Ill the Buckeyes' starting rotation as a sophomore and junior, going 8-8 with 134 strikeouts. 
The Toronto Blue Jays drafted him in the fourth round after his junior vear. lie pitched sevens 
seasons in the minors, reaching the Class AAA level. • 

Scot Maffe (1980s Athlete) 
Scot M(iffe (Bellaire High School, Class of 1985). Be it football, bas

ketball or baseball, Maffe delivered in quality fashion for the Big Reds. 
Although equally productive in all three sports, baseball was his linch

pin. After his stellar Big Reds' diamond career, he matriculated to Ohio 
University where he played baseball three years for the Athens-based 
Bobcats, lettering twice. 

Maffe was a four-year letterwinner in baseball at Bellaire, earning a 
myriad of honors after establishing a host of school records. When he 
completed his Big Reds' career, he owned the following baseball records: 
season at-bats (105), career singles (85), doubles in a game (3), triples 
in a game (2), RBI in a game (6), career runs (95), stolen bases in a game (4), season (33) 
and career (55); innings pitched season (76), career (202) and pitching wins season (11), 
career (26). 

He was a first-team all-OVAC, all-District and all-Valley honoree in all three sports as a 
senior. He was also selected to play iu all three OVAC All-Star games. 

Maffe was a two-year starter at quarterback for Coach John l\1agistro in football. He was 
special mention all-Ohio as a senior along with first team all-Eastern District and a!l-OVAC 
He was also the Big Reds' caplain. 

Maffe was a slick and savvy point guanl for Coach Gene Ammirante on the hardwood, 
earning honorable mention all-OVAC as a junior and first team honors as a senior. 

The three-year hoop letterwinner was a second•leam all-Valley honoree as a junior. He 
enjoyed a banner senior campaign, earning firsHeam all-OVAC, all-District and all-Valley 
honors while also being a special mention nil-Ohio honoree. 
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Jami Bendle (1990s Athlete) 
Jami Bendle (Edison High School, Class of 1994). This fonner 

Wildcat ace was absolutely dominant in the pitching circle throuo-hout 
her prep and collegiate careers. =' 

Her pitching stats were simply mind-boggling. Bendle finished with 
an 86-14 career record, which was an Ohio Valley record at the time of 
her _grad_uation. She worked 649 innings, while recording 780 strikeouts 
agamst JUst 150 career walks. She allowed only 157 hits. Those stats 
certainly weren't hollow either. as they translated to three OVAC titles, 
1hree sectional crowns, three district titles and a pair of trips to the Ohio 
State Tournament. 

As a senior, which was the first year of the Edison Local consolidation, Bendle's work in 
the circle helped the Wildcats reach the Division I regional tournament with a 29·0 record. 
She defeated Upper Arlington, while throwing a no-hitter, in the semifinals. Their quest for 
return trip to state came up short against Westerville South. 

During her junior season, Bendle guided Edison South to the Division II state final where 
it fell, 6-1, to Tallmadge. As a sophomore, Edison South advanced to the state semifinals 
behind Bendle's right arm before fal!ing to LaGrange Keystone, 4-1. 

Bend!e's accomplishments didn't go unnoticed, She was named all-OVAC four times and 
twice earned conference player of the year. She was twice named 10 the firsHeam all-Ohio 
squad and once to the second-team all-state unit. She was a four-time all-Eastern District pick 
and four-year member of the all River Valley League team. 

Beud!e's prep prominence earned her the right to pitch at the Division I level. She attended 
East Carolina University, helping the Pirates to win three consecutive Big South titles. She 
was first-team all-Big South as a junior and second-team as a senior. 

While earning four letters at ECU, Bendle led the team in wins and strikeouts for three 
straight seasons. She had 27 victories in 1997 and also had 32 complete games that season. 
She finished at ECU ranked second in school history in games pitched (136), games started 
(118), complete. games (92), innings pitched (755), strikeouts (328), wins {79) and shutouts 
(27). She c_ompiled a 1.86 earned run average, which ranked fourth iu school history. Also 
a standout Ill the classroom, Bendle earned Academic All-American district honors iu 1998. 

Mike Snively (1990s Athlete) 
Mike Sni,•ely (River High School, Class of 1992). There wasn't a sport 

or season where this former Pilot didn't leave a lasting mark as he earned 
all-state status in three sports. 

Playing for his father and fellow OVAC Hall of Farner, Terry, in foot
ball, Snively finished his career with 5,191 yards and 43 touchdowns. As 
a senior, he threw for 2,153 of those yanls and 16 touchdowns. He also 
handled the kicking and punting duties, posting 11 PATs and a punting 
average of 36.3 yards. 

During his junior season, he passed for 1,639 yards and II touch
downs. He also had 33 tackles from his safety spot that season. 

During his career, Snively was named first-team all-Ohio as a senior and second-team as 
a junior. He was also first-team all-OVAC, all-Eastern District and aU-Val!ey. He was also 
an all-district pick as a sophomore as well. 

Snively played in the OVAC All-Star Game where he was voted a team captain. 
When the winter rolled around, Snively didn't slow down. On the basketball court, he 

scored 1,415 points and knocked down 214 career three-point goals, which was an Ohio 
Val!ey record when he graduated. As a senior, Snively led the Ohio Valley with 74 three
point goals. He scored 514 points during his senior season en route to third-team all"Ohio, 
firsHe11!11 ~I-Eas1em District, ~!1-Valley,_all-Dis1rict 12 and all-OVAC co-captaincy. 

As a1umor, Smvely poured m 22.4 pomts a contest to go along with 7.1 rebounds, three 
assists Wld 2.3 steals. He connected ou 7 l three-point goals that season eu route to houorable 
mention all-Ohio, first;team all-Eastern Di~trict, all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

As a sophomore, Smvely scored 17.9 pomts a game and had an outing where he knocked 
in 10 bonus goals, which is still a River High record. 

In the sp~ng, S~ively s_hined at shortstop and pitcher for the Pilots. He finished his career 
as~ .377 hitter with 97 lnts, 64 RBI .and seven home runs. As a senior, Snively batted .617, 
which was an OVAC record at the time, He posted a 5-3 record on the mound with a 1.63 
earned run average. He struck ont 30 and walked IO in 51 innings of work. 

Snively was a firsHeam all-state selection as a senior and played in the prestigious 
Mizuno All-Star Game, He was the OVAC Class 3A Player of the Year along with all-East
ern District, nil-Valley and all-EOBL. He batted .409 as a junior was all-OVAC al!-Eastern 
District and all-EOBL. ' 

After his prep career, Snively attended Glenville State College to play football and bas
ketball. He later coached at Glenville and was the interim head basketball coach at Bluefield 
State College where he was the youngest head coach in the NCAA at 24 years old. He also 
coached women's basketball, women's tem1is and softball at Bluefield. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Nate Davis (2000sAthlete) 

Nale Dam (Bellaire High &hool, dllS3 or 2006) - It didn't matter the 
spon or season because this fonner Big Reds' standout just gO( It done. 

A four-year lettennan in bnsl.etball and a thrtt-year kttennan In foot
ball, Davis re-WTOl.e the Blg Redl reconl bciob in both sports. 

As a basketball player, Davis did it both on the inside and outside for 
GeneAmmlrante's team. After helping to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA 
Division Ill State Tournament in 2004, Davis led the Big Reds back. to the 
regional in 200~ and to an undefeated regular season In 2006. 

He finished his pl"Cp career v.ith 2,562 points, whlch ranks ninth In 
Ohio hlstory. Davis did much more than score the ball, however, a, he 
also grabbed 1,175 rebournb, whJch ranks seventh in the Bud.eye State, and he passed out 
more than 500 assls1,g_ 

During his renlor crunpalgn, Dav~ averaged 389 points a contest en route to first-team 
all-Ohio accolades. He was a finalist for Mr. Basketball and wa, the Eastern Distrkt, District 
12 and OVAC Cass 3A player of the year. He took part In both the Ohio North-South llOO 
Ohla-.-Kf!ntucky All-Star game!!. 

On the football field, Davis was Just ll'l Impressive for Coach John Maglstro's team. 
In his c~r. Davis completed 454-of.925 passes for 7,345 ynnl!I and 81 touchdowns. As 

a sophomore, Davis guided the Ble: Reds to the Division IV state semiflrlll'I, throwing for 
2,296 yards and 22 touchdowru. 

The Big Red!i returned to the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2,740 yards 
and 35 touchdowns. 

Davi! was Ohlo's Division N Offensive PUlyerofthe Year as a senior. He was a fint-team 
nil-Ohioan n.,; both n Junior and senior and earned second-team accolades as a sophomore. 
He was firn-team all-OVAC three times and took pan in bo(h the Ohio North-South and 
OVAC AlVitar games. 

Along with hls football and basketball prowe.ss, Davis also lettered in baseball. He helped 
lead the Big Reds to the regional champ1onshlp in 2003 when he was the club's e\·ery day 
catcher. 

As n senlor, Davi! went out for track and won the OVAC discus title with a tos.5 of 140 
ft., 9 in. 

Davis In.led a scholarshlp to Ball State Unlverslty and won the starting quarterback Job II! 
11 true freshman. All told, he spent th.re-e seasons as the Cardin ab' starting quarterback before 
announcing he'd forego hh senior season to enter the NR.. Draft. 

At Ball State, Davb passed for 9,233 yartl!! and 74 touchdownsRe was named the Mid 
American Conference's Offensive Player of the Year in 2008 and a first-team aJ\.MAC 
selection. He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State team MVP both 
as a sophomore and junior. 

As a junior, he led the Cnrtllnals 10 a 12-0 recon:I and berth ln the MAC Championship 
a""". 

After opting to enter the draft, Davis was selected in the fifth round by the San Francisco 
49en. He made the team as a rook.le. He wu released and later s.iiined to the team's practice 
squ.ad in 20l0. He alro signed contracts with the Colts and Seahawks, but has spent the last 
se'<'eral selU01l!l ln an Indoor league in Te:o.as, playini: for the Amarillo Venom. 

Davi, become! lhe second member of hi, family to reach the Hall of Fame. His brolher, 
J~, was Inducted in 2007. 

April Rotilio (2000s Athlete) 

1 
April Rotlllo, St. John Central (Oas, of 2006) - Speed was the name 

of the game for this former Lady Irish tra:k nnd field standout. 
Rotillo Is one of the area's most decorated track and field competitors, 

havlna compiled a whopping 12 medals ns the OHSAA state meet. 
The premier event in Rodlio's career was the 400 meter dash. She 

placed four times at the state meet, includlni earning gold as both n 
Junior and senior. As a senior, she needed a furiOU! kick In the final 100 
meters to win the title In 11 ,chool-reccoo::I time of 56J)9. Alona with the 
two golds,Rotllio also earned n silver In the lap dash in 2004 and II founh 
place In 2003. 

Her speed WR! limited to the 400, howe\·er. She was twice a bronze medallst in the 100 
meter dash nnd ooce a bronze medalist In the 200. She briefly owned the Division Ill stllte 
rerord in the 200 meter dash when she won the OVAC title In 24.87. She owns the SJC 
rerortl (12.12) in the 100 mcten, too. 

Rotlllo's third state title came when she anchored the 4x2 team In 2006. 
Along with her state prowess, Rotilio set the regional record In the 400 meter dash and 

also won 11 OVAC event titles as she led her teruru to four consecutive conference cham
plonshiP5. The Lady Irish finished ru1 Division m state runnerup twice durina her career. 

Along with the ollldoor success she enjoyed, Rotil!o was the 400 meter Indoor state run+ 
"'"'P lo 2006. 

After her prep caree:r, Rotlllo competed at West Vlrglnla Unlvmity, earning all-American 
honoo twice during the Indoor campalgn. 

She was a member of the Mountaineers' Distance Medley Rel11y, whlch achieved tho 
honor at the nationals along with a 4)(4 team that scored In the NCAA Championship Meet. 

As an lndh'ldual with the Mountaineen., Rotlllo still owns a µair of school records. She 
~t the indoor nnd oULdoor 400 meter dash benchmarks in 5429 and 52.71, respectively. 

Rotl!io also ellOK'd Academic All-American hoooo during h~r career In Morgantown. 
Before concentrating fully on track at St. John, Rotil!o lettered twice in basketball. 

• • • • 
Congratulations 

to all of the OVAC 
Hall of Famers and 'Legends' 

for making our conf ere nee great! 
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V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School. aass of 1923) 
One of ooly threel3-letter winners in football, basketbaJI, baseball and track at \Vheellng Hlgh, he was an all-stnte football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combirHXI 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teruns were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, ,\ith a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
bis gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-0fficial state playoff era: I 928 and I 931 Union, both unbea!C"n, and at Wheeling in 1934 and I 937, The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in state coaches nnd officials' organizations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Prune - West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A m:ord-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, natiooaJ magazines and 

major newspapers. Two books were written on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-poundcr played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from lrnndaJe. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games 

with 31-point average, secorKl best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points, Wellsville Jost only to 28-1 record state runner-up 
Steubenville and handed W. Va. OH55 B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Nev.it Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scom:1116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points and scored 113 vs, Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creightoo and games in Madison SqUMe Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Ha11 of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played ln the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professional football plncekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three-sport standout and AH-Ohio In football and basketba11. He was center, and the state toomament's lending scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 stHtc Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-champiomhip after a 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played footba11 as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the anned services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in I %7. 
When he retim:i, he \.VB5 pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 {Xlints. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

cooversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. Toe Lou Grom Award is given annually to college football's top placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tack.le, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title gllDles, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference tille teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Pamer had his jersey No, 76 retired by the Browns.A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Feny. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School. Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 195-potmd ulhlete also left an enduring imprint ut Bucknell University, where he was Inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team lo an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile playm in the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, und 
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pm. He was on the NFL All-Tune Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totnls now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
nnd averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, aass of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout Wll'> a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best knov.11 for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 ra:ord and Ohio Clnss A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams ut guard, including a rcron:i 15 in 1954. As team captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's lop interior lineman and became ooe of only two 
consensus All-America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense und defense. 

A member of the College Football und Helms Athletic Foundution Halls of F8InC, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hull of Prune clH55 und is a member of the 
AJI-Tnne Hawkeye team. His jersey No, 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
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Bernie Allen (East LiveipOOl High School, Class of 1957) 
A IO-letler winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record t 956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectionaJ tournament; and an all.-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on y,,inning Ohio football 
team in annual Ohio-, West Virginia All-Star Game. 

At Purdue University, he earned six letters as football quarterback and base.ball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and AU-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports mustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro baseba11 coo tract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charlotte, N ,C., he went on to a 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees wtd Montreal Expos. In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game: in Cooperstmvn, N.Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall nnd was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Oass of 1939) 
He was a threMport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and AU-State honors as a senior football back. 
Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, when: he was u two-way back ~lnr in football and earned second terun All-Southeastern 

Conference hooocs. 
Drafted in I 943 by the Philadelphia E.agles of the NationaJ Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the 

All-T.une Eagles' Team. He played on Eagles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 nnd I 949 and finished second in 1947. He was named to the Pm Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptioos in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steelerextm-point kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' prescntatioo of the 100 Greatest Touchdov,,ns in NFL History. It featured his lrfensive theft, and :ZO.yard TD return, 
of a pass receptioo caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylcgs) Hirsch of the Rnms. 

Craft is inducted Into the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete und high school coach in the Ohio VaJley, he was u th.rec-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored 

an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketbaJI games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring em. 
From 1929-51, he was the three•SJX>rt coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with onJy one loss. Three state titles wen:: claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the f1P.1t-cvcr WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second stute one-class crnvm (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team Jost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten ~ling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He ·was selected West Vuginia "Coach of the Year,., for high school and college all sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state towuament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley DappcT Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Oass of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years,~ led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach faerctt Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He later earned All-America. and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University ofTennessec, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World War II, where he was wounded, he played professiooaJly with the Youngstown Bcar5 and Toledo Jeeps. 
He wus inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Cluss of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school when: be led the Trillds to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track 

meet when:: he won three gold medaJs. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was ooe of the first guanls to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little All-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buck.eye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titles. 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation's best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was u 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohlo 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a first team All-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the Jronmen to a state tournament berth und the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garrlen when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team's only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder und second-highest scorer and was select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Ea.stem Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a IO-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basmk. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Bo.srak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Camey (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A to-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob Mcfarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After returning.he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9,7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individuul or relay records. 

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livia Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 205 seconds. Camey's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fume and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned IO letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 2S4-19. He also the MVP-of the county basketball tournament. 
After spending n year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed 

"Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
a two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Ernie Bell (East Live!]JOOI High School, Class of 1953). 
He was n two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potterfootball team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstov..n Ra yen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtnbula and Wellsville and 

tied Snndusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star nt Purdue University and 

the Kuns.as City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell nJso blocked four punts in one game of his four-year cnreer. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell nJso was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro basebnJI contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Oass A division. 
The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmund.son in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt.coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors In the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn Stnte League, He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo, N.D., and Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in H!llTisburg and Wtlkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School.Class of 1933). 
A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red terun of 1930 and a program which re.eled off an 0V record 17 straight shutout wins, As n 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and 0V standards for six decades. 
His career totnls of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange terun which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finuls with a loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by nationnJ Hall of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
Inst two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 aYemge and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941, the small coUege All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Vrrginln Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 
The Bellaire native was a six•sport Cadet lettcnnan in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Nonhwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York. Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Onss of 1938) 
He was a footbaJI and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 
As a senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state toumament-txmnd Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

a game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws, It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in football, be was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and two-way regular as n running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bny 
Puckers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He was n three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball ll.fld earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track, After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All...Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, be played three seasons in Chicago in the All-Americllfl Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic HaJI of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort AtkJnson, Wis, 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was a tliree-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Vug:inia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted 300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Vuginia Sports Hall of Fame, 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He wns selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing ll.fld working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University or Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers In 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and become the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped bis career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storer(The Linsly School, Oass of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records us a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first pince finish in the 

1939 Intelligencer Tri-Stnte Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yan:ls which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, serYed in the anned forces. 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years, and ls deceased. 

96 



Floyd 
Baker 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2010 

Carl 
Hoppel 

Dick 
Mehen 

Will 
Robinson 

Jack 
Simons 

Legends of OVAC member schQQ/s honors //Ilise great athleres who played or coached in the Ohio. Valley 
prior.to fhe[ormalt011 of the confereHce tn 1943 ot w/lll played' or coached afierthat date butbefore 

thetrsc/lllal became a member of tlie conference. 

Floyd Baker - The graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundbaJI map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3, 

all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio stnte tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and 
I 938, ll team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the onJy area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streuk ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of 
Fumcr Alex Groza, won the first OVAC Oass AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with se•,:en Ohio state tournament berths nnd the 1941 Ohio lurgest Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Locnl High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett und Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohm, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could ha\.'e been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who also played football at Beuver, Wll.'i never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-los.s record und three slale champi
onships. He was honored nt the 2000 Ohio Stute Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 "Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio St.ate Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for Enst Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to eurn all-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three year5 and nJso claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was n 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick und Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Meben Wll.'i n struter. 

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio VnJley, nnd probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300 
points, a high total for that em. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, Closs of 1933), A five-sport Big Red lettennan in football, basketball, baseball and tnu:k, he was the 
"T' quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 ln his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West VtJi;inia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college nnd pro athletes 

at Cass Tech nnd Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympiun and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at 

age 96, in 2008. 

] ack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Closs of I 920), He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years, In 1919. 
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (foot.ball, basketball, baseball, track) perfonner at the school 
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current On.k Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, to earn first 
team all-state football honors. 

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback nnd fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 terun, 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record I 923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director und started the football program at old St. 
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 iocluding two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W. 
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Bob Bentz (Beuver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting 
school 1,600- und 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
As n junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run. 

As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting nn Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing 
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recruited by the University ofTonnessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track. his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All·SEC honors. 

Charles "Punque" Cartledl{e (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Foothall Coaches Hall of 
Fame and the initinfhonoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22.yenr 
record of 140-38-11 from 1916--40. 

His teams outscored foes hy 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68--0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from nround Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre-playoff em. his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one.Joss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red W!l.S unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919·39 and also coached the tennis team. 
As a high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red footbalJ, basketball and baseball teams and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978. 
Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6•foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All•State team after lending Chester to a 20--4 record. Two of the losses, including the regionnl tournament, were to 26-1 record stnte 
champion Wheeling High. 

In five yellfs of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mnson•Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first te!lIIl All•Arnerica honors in two 
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner•up to Oklahoma A&:M. He was the only unanimous choice· for All
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends. his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad Jed by fellow OVAC Hull of Farner and All·American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Omza and Jordan were later 
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an nuorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre.world War II class and under the stepped•up wartime program, he graduated in three yeurs with a B.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Anny team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first teum All-America selec

tion us n 6-foot, f95-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award ns the nation's outstanding lineman in 1943. 
After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became head of the 

Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968·82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Nonnan "Wdd Man" Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man 

football teams at the smaller enrollment schools. 
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tomados. 
After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshnll College, where he 

played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight seasons from 1950-

57. He was a two.time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, along with Reggie White, !lS a defensive end on the All-Time E:agles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited ns the reason the NFL stnrted charting defensive socks nfter it was reP,!=!rted he was unofficinlly credited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct 26, 1952. He earned the nickname 'Wild Man" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents' 
yardnse losses. 

An mductee into the Marshall nnd West Virginia State Sr:>rts Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a "Nonnan Willey Day" on Sept 
15, 2006, Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild Man Willey' were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School. 
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Tony Carna (Caldwell High Schoo~ □ass of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and Jed the stru 
of the most successful team program in stale history. He cap~ individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winoing senior time of 15:44.2. Th 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight stnte team titles, with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
uubeatcn with a 137-0 mark and was l1!Dked No. I in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Cama as an All-American selection. 

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross countty and track. clai.mina two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-metera as 
senior. His pen;onal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:JS at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (fAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Cama earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross couutry and was an AU-Big Ten an, 
AU-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Couutry Meet, where he finished 21st ii 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Jim GeoT'f!e (Smithfield Hild> Schoo~ Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pouud fullhack-tackle-end who was selected to th 
first AU-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an AU-Ohio □ass B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout The two-time AU-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-iame win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 Victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin1 
their regular Vl!Ifilty schedule. He also started for the winoing Obin team in the 1950 Ohio-West Vtrginia AU-Star Grune. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school histol)'- and the Jefferson Couuty title. 
He accepted a football sctiolarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and re,ular for the Orangemen. He became the oni: 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Fon:e. 

Carter Howell (Flushin~r Schoo, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasuns (43-3 combined record) in 
school histol)', including an uu n regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points- second most 
in area histo<y at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular seasun. He 
scored 74 pomts against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, be hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A two-time Ali-Eastern Obin selection. he also was booored on the 1955 five.player first team AU-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont Couuty record 1,%1 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Vtrginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing nway in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High Schoo, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorin~ his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Hwrison Couuty record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a seniot 

A two-time first team AU-Valley captain, he was Ohio □ass A player of the Year and first team AU-Ohio as a senior and second team as •i·unior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Tune Ohio Valley Post- 950Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-sport. 11-lener wlnoer, he was an AU-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track. he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholamhip to Ohio State where he was n four.year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ki!n Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 foothall team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) m school historv. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George S~ he 
stmred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Ronmey. He was selected first team Class BAU-State as well as co-captain of the AU-Valley Small 
Schoof' team. He also started for West Vtrginia's winoing team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Vtrginia AU-Star Grune. He was accorded National 
All-American High School Team honors. 

In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as n senior, the school's best mark at the time, and he scored 5~2 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Baskethall Tournament 
in Sistersville. 

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their lir.;t ever one-class sectional championship. 
Recntited by numerous major colleges for football, he carolled at Purdue and was a three-year Ienerman and two-yesr regular as a two-way back and 

punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a412-ynrd average. He was featured in Sports illustrated for a major role 
ID Purdue's upset of No. I ranh:dMichigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and ls also featorcd in a book entitled ''The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History:' 

Mikes played on the winoing (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine AU-Star Grune. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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John 'Zip' Behen (C11tnbridge High School, Class of 1918). The former Bobcat was one of the first 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, nnd Ohio VnJley, hoops 
history, He fimshed his four-year high school career with 1,271 points, which still ranks fifth on the all-time Bobcat scoring charts. 

In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bolx:ats' single-game 
school record nnd was the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkville's Ken Alessi, a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fume, broke the reconJ with 70 
points in 1949 versus Shadyside. 

Behen wound up with 454 points as a senior while leading the Bobcats to a second straight 18-2 record. 
As a junior, be scored 386 points. His sophomore total for a 10-IO record team was 302 points. He started his career as a freshman with 129 points for a 16-2 

record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62-16 reconl. 
Behen played one season at West Vuginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game average, 
In 2007, Cambridge High School retired Behen'sjersey number 18. 

Ken CunninJ!ham (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1961). A three-sport Potter athlete, he earned All-Ohio honors in basketball and footbaJI and 
was the Ohio High S'chool BasketbaU Player of the Year selection for 1960-61 by The Associated Press, the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He ulso was 
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American team. 

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Potters' o.11-time leading scorer in basketball, including a school-record 41 points in a game while scoring 439 
season points for a 24-point per game a\·erage. He also Jed the Potters in scoring as 11 sophomore and junior. 

In football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and eumedAll-Ohio and team Most Valuable Player honors in 1960 while ulso being honored on the All-Eastern 
Ohio and All-County selections. He ulso played three baseball seasons for the Potters. 

He accepted n basketbaJI scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 when he was a 
freshman, As a sophomore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago. 

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assists as o junior und the three-year Iettennan was elected team capt.a.in as a senior. 
He later returned to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was heud coach at Akron University for three sea.sons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently 

resides in Stow, Oltio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1923). He was an honored, recant-setting Purple Rider athlete who served as team 
captain of football, basketball and basebaJI as a senior. He was on AU-Valley halfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior season, he 
set reconl which was listed as on Ohio VaJley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blanking 
of Coshocton. 

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a .. major college .. football power under coach John Heisrnan, for whom the Reisman Trophy is 
named. He played his final three years as a regular end for coaches Allie MiUer and Andy Kerr. As a senior, be was All-East and earned some second team All
America honors. 

After rejecting an offer to pluy pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow fockets, he returned to the Ohlo Valley to coach high school at Adena, Wnrwood and 
Linsly, At Adena, his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls' basketbaJI team was 18-0 and the boys' hoop team had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, n Stanford University All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena.. His 1930 Linsly boys' basketball terun took n 21-0 
recant to Chicago to compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarterfinals. 

He helped found the Wheeling ~dget 8115ebaJI League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Citizen of the Year in 
1956. In 19S4, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Oass of 1950). The most honored athlete in Scio High history, he set school and Harrison County basketball scoring records 
which remain six decades luter. He wns the second Ea.stem Ohio athlete to twice earn first team, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio aass B honors (the first was 
one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Farner Ken Alessi of York-ville). He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored 
744 points in 30 games as 11junior, second best in Ohio to Alessi. Hugh scored 1,386 points in 55 gnmes for an overage of 25 points during his last two seasons. 

The 6-foot-3 forward scored a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points in u 96-50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlier 96-36 
rout of New Athens. 

In his senior seas-on, he led the Panthers to their best-ever season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 gnmes, and the Harrison County and sectionul toumrunents, before 
bowing to Strasburg in the district In his four seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 26-4 and n regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3. 

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten (9-0) In 1949 and 8-0 in 1947, The four-yeur record was 26-5-1. 
He played freshman basketball at Ohio University. 

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954). The first graduate of a segregated high school to be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-season 
football standout for the Rniders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as o. member of a nationaJly-ranked Michigan State University team. 

At Dunbar, the 6-foot-l, 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1953 teams whlch defeated 
the other Ohio Valley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0, He was the team's lending scorer and ground-gainer his last two seasons 
and was a multiple-year all-star. 

In an era when many college athletic teams were segregated. his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State, Indiana and West Virginill State, then a national 
contender in the black college rank.s. He enrolled on his own at :Michigan State and walked oo to the football team. In his four seasons 11t the school, the Spartans 
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan. I, 1956 with Jones at defensi\·e end. He lettered two seasons and played guard and 
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he earned some all-star recognition. 

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup. 
After colle e, he remllinetl in Michi an, where he current! resides, as o. hi h school educator llnd was n counselor at He School in Detroit 
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Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of I 936). In the final year of the jump ball-after-every-goal era, this Potter shooting whiz ul5o noted 
for his passing finesse was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He tnllied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record Rules were changed in 1937 to eliminate the center jump after 
every goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and teams, generally increased with the faster, unintemtpted play. 

In the era of low scoring gnmes, the four-year Potter performer set u school career scoring record and reached u game high of 28 points three times dur
ing his final season. 

He was recognized on local all-stnr teams, but played before the All-Ohio selections were originated by The Associated Press in 1939. 
Mackey, who was among the charter inductees into the East Liv~;~h School Sports Hall of Fume, is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the 

school's finest high school cager. He retired to Peoria. Ariz., and is dece . 
Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982). A JO-time, three-sport All-Pioneer Vulley Conference honoree regarded as 

the best all-round female uthlele in school history, site cupped her basketball career by earning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors. 
A5 a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 13.7 rebolind.s while shooting 65% from the floor. As njwtlor, she hnd 

norms of 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages were 17.6 points and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman year because of 
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totals were 1,254 points and 855 reoounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honon;. 

She also was a four•time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in volleyball. 
A four-year starter al Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding (14.2) us a senior and 

earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-captain, she wns twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points 
with u school record I, 161 rebounds. 

The winningest coach in Otterbein College history, she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville. 
Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1940). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading Ironmun scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic 

Association (OVAA) honon; nod was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-state selection before earning college and professional fame. The OVAA 
was the predecessor to the OVAC. 

After high school, he served in the U.S. Armed fon;es before enrolling al MurshaJJ in 1944. He played four seasons with the Thundering Herd and gradu
ated in 1948 v.-ith a school career record of 1.578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the 
school's only national championship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Little All-Ainerica honors as a junior 
and second team as a senior. He has been featured with a full-page photo in the Marshall media guides and wns among the charter basketball honorees into 
the Mnrsball Athletic Hull of Fume. He ul5o is in the NAIA Hall of Fume .. 

He became the only Ohio Vulley athlete drafted overall No. I in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Pmvidence Steamrollers selected him 
in 1948. He played the 1949 season before returning to the Ohio Vulley to be a player-coach with the local professlonul team. the Wheeling Blues, From 
1950-52 in the Tri-State Pm Basketball League. He then served as basketball coach from 1952-54 al St John Central High School in Bellaire and guided 
the Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Florida where he passed uwo.y in 20Cl6. 

John Wood (Magnolia Hi&h School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat football player is the only Blue Eagle athlete selected us captain of the All-West 
Vuginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917--47 before class selections started in 1948. This is comparabfe to the current Kennedy Award given to the 
state Player of the Year. 

He played quarterback, running back. defensive back, drop-kick placekicker and punter ns a 5-11, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from 
running back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior nod led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the 
losses was 14-6 to overall state champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood to its All-Opponent Team. 

Wood also wns a two-year basketball team captain and a stnndout tennis player in summer tournaments. 
He accepted u football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, then a national power which lost only 10 games from 1930-38. He played three seasons, 

mostly at defensive back, for teams with records of 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8- I -I. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaten Notre Dume, 26-0 as Wood broke the gwne 
open with a long interception return. He also played in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Washington. 21-0. 

After graduation. be turned to college coaching/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University stuff in Middletown, Conn. 
He was 'head basketball coach from 1947-68 and ul5o couched football and golf. He passed away in 1970. 
Bill Young (Martins Ferry High SchooL Class of I 943). He was a three-sport standout in u Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry 

teams which won, or shared, two Ohio state championships in 1941. 
He was the only sophomore starter on the Lou Groza-led 1941 basketball team which capped u 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team 

title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament Later that year, the junior led Ferry to u I 0-0 regular season football 
record and an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for u mythicul state title. The teunas tied, 14-14. In regular season, h!rry outscored JO foes by 333-19 
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenville. 

The rare four-year Rider foothall lettermun and three-year basketball starter on teunas with records of 27-2, 22-3 and 24-1, be was team captain in both 
sports. As a seruor on the 24-1 record stnte semifinalist-the first unbeaten regular season team in school history, he was team :MVP on a squad featuring 
soohomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hull of Furner and later college All-America and Olympic star. 

fo 1942, Young became the first Rider to wear Football jersey No. 44, u school tradition for several years to the team's top player. He ul5o played baseball. 
After £f;lduation, he entered U.S. military service before returning to enroll at West Liberty State. He starred on three teams which lost only one game. He 

earned LinleAII-America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when be led the nation in rushing with 1,353 rurds, He held the West Vrrginia Conference 
career total offense record until the 1970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Atltletics Hall of Fume. Young retired to live in Martins Ferry and is deceased. 
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Cathy C1arlc Borich (Fort Frye Hlgh School, Oass of 1986). She is the ull-time le.act
ing career scorer at ooe of the urea's top roundball programs. The four-yearperfooner 
scored 1,.598 points during u coosistent career with 180, 444, 479 and 495 points in 
each of her sea.sons. She also charted 430 career relxlunds and 265 career 11Ssists. 

After earning All-Ohio Division m mention 11S a junior, she was tabbed first team 
All-Ohio as a senior and was District 12 D-111 Player of the Year, She was a three-time 
All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree and twice first team All-Eastern District and 
District 12 

After her senior year, she played in ooth tlk! Ohio North-South All-Star Game and 
the District 12 All-Stur Game. 

The Lady Cadets were 69-32 in her four sea.sons with four section titles and two 
Pioneer Valley Conference crowns. 

As good as she \.\.lS in high school, she may have been better in college. 
At Mariettn College, she not only set the school scoring record but also the all-time 

Ohio Athletic Conference standard of 2.311 points. 
The four-time first team AJI-OAC honoree was selected a fmt teurn NCAA Di•,ision 

ID All-American as a senior and was the OAC Player of 11-= Year her fina1 two seasons 
while serving as Pioneer team captain. 

After her senior season, st.! was accorded the OAC's highest honor, the Clyde Lamb 
Scholru,hip. and the Mnrietlll College Betty Cleland Awnni 

She currently holds six Marietta College records. Besides the care.er point mark, &be 
set standards for game scoring (42), season scoring (636). career goals (939), career 
goal attempts (1,918), free throws made in a game (18), season assists (209) and career 
assists (501). 

She has been inducted into three HaJls of Fame - .Marietta College, Mid-Ohio 
Valley Spans and the District 12 Bnsketball Coaches Hn!L 

Hutchinson (Junior) Harl (Irondale High School, Class of 1944). The 5-foot-8, 
160-p:mnder was a two-sport prep standout in basketball nnd footbaJl for this tiny 
school in northern Jefferson County. 

As a senior, he enmed first team. five-player All-Ohio Class B honors in basketball 
when only two classes (Class A & B) were selected. The Clas.s A fmt unit included 
OVAC HaJI of Farner Alex Gruz.a of :Martins Feny. 

Hart scored 350 points as a senior including several 20-30 point games and also ¼US 

cited for his defensive play. A highlight was during the Jefferson County Tournament 
when IrondaJe upset Yrnkville, the defe.ndlng Ohio Oas.s B champion, by 64-41 as 
Hart nearly IJlil1:ct1ed the entire Ductillite team with a rare at-the-time 40 points on 16 
goals nnd eight free t:hrov.s. 

In football, Hart v.us u mertlll)'-heeled running back whose forte was speed. 
Hurt enrolled !lt Delaware Stnte University where he compete.din football, basketball 

and track. In 1986, he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame. 
After college, he served in the U.S. Navy nnd was a high school teacher/coach foc 

several years in Motmd Bayou, l\.fiss., and then taught and coached in Dover, Delawure 
ut William Henry Comprehensive High School (the only black high 5Chool in tre 
county) and !lt Dover High School. He p:is.sed away at age 69 on :Muy 21. 1995 at his 
barre in Felion, Delaware. 

Irondale became part of the Stanton Local consolidation \Vh.ich is now part of the 
Edison schools. 

Brian Hesson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1993). He wus a major cog in the 
Redskins' running dynasty of the 1980s und 1990s, helping Caldwell win Ohio stnte 
cross country champiooships in 1990, '91 nnd '91, graduating one year before his 
school joined the OVAC. 

The distance runner captwed three stnte titles in cross country and th·e in truck -
two each in the 3,200 meters and 1,600 meters plus one us a member of a 3,200-meter 
relay unit. All told, he was a 17-time AJI-Ohion in the two sports. 

After placing sixth in the Ohio cross country meet as a freshman, he won the title 
trifecta with times of 15:35, 15:30 and 15:10 in his final three years. 

A four-time All-Ohioan in cross country, he v.m cited as a three-time prep AJI
American. He competed in the Foot: Loci.er Nationnl Cross Country champiooships 
three times, placing 15th, 3rd and 8th. He also was a member of the 1994 Junior 
National Team. 

Recruited to run cross caw1try and track by the University of A]abamu, he became 
a four-lettennun in both indoor nnd outdoor track. He earned All-Southeastern 
Conference honors three times and competed in three NCAA Track Chumpiooships. 

He scored in three events in the 1997 SEC Championship Meet- running a 30:24 
in the lOK on Friday, a 9: 19 in the Steeplechase on Saturday, and 14:31 i the 5K on 
Sunday, He wa.s honored by the University of AJabama with the Career Achievement 
Awnn:l. in 1998. 

Hesson has been inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaches' Hn1I of 
Fame und the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Ha11 of Fame. 

Lou Mo/1 (Pine Grove High School, Clnss of 1956). The 5-foot-9 Tornadoes' 
basketball and baseball performer is considered the school's best-evcr prep uthlete. 
After 59 years, he still holds the Wetzel County career scoring record of 2,117 points 
and the single season point ll\'erage mark of 33.0 points a gamc set in his senior year. 

His career point total broke the W.Va. state nmrlc of 1,956 points set from 1951-53 
by the legendary "Hot Rod'' Hundley of Charleston und Mott became the fu5t 2,0CKJ 
(X)iot scorer in Mountain State histof)'. Mott's total also bettered the Ohio Valley stnn
dan:l. of 2,077 points set by chnrter OVAC Hall of Farner Ken AJessi ofYori.:ville from 
1947-49. His c.:ueer total crnrently ranks 15th on the all-time W.Vu. charts and Top 
IO in Ohio Valley annals. Mott held the W.Va. career recool tmtil 1958 and the Ohio 
Valley standard until 1959. 

As u prep senioc, he scored ffl3 points in 21 games. In his junior year, be averaged 29.4 
!X)ints iocluding 11 schcol-record 51 (X)ints in a 127-58 win overWalloce. The 127 points 
set astute standard which la.ste.d two weeks l:x!fore Wh!eling outscored Weir, 146-1 IO, at 
Mudison Gym in 11 garre which set a then-national recon:I tcxal of 2.56 points. 

Mott's senior average of 33.0 ranked third in the OV behind OVAC Han of Farner 
Henry Josefc-zyk of York\.ille (42.2) and Legends honoree Jack Thayer of New 
Cumberland (33.95) and was ahead of two OVAC Hall of Farners - Le.e Patrone of 
Bellaire (32.9) and Ron ''Cy" Godfrey of Martins Ferry (324). In W.Va., Mott ranked 
third behind the legendary Jeny West of East Bank (34.3) nnd Thayer. 

As a senior, Mott was selected Oa.ss B (smaller of two cinsses) fw.;t team AJI-Stote 
und also picked as the state Player of the Year by the SistemiJle-based Tri-State 
Invitational Tournament 

After his senior year, he was selected to piny on u combined W,Va.-Ohio All-Star 
team to play the Kentucky All-Stars. His teammates included West and Josefczyk. 

In baseball, he was a four-year regular pitcher/shortstop and ulso played American 
Legion baseball. He also competed in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball League. 

He earned a basketball scholarship to :Ma:rsha11 und played three Vllf'Sity seasons after 
a year on the freshman team. 

Jack Thayer (New Cumberland High School, Oas.s of 1956). He was a 6-foot-4, 
200-pound multi-sport stnndout (footbnll qumterback, basketbnll f01Warrl, baseball 
shortstop) who is regarded !l..'I the school's top multi-sport uthlete. 

He earned his most fame in basketball us a senior when he scored 679 points in 20 
games for a school-record 33.95 average which ranked No. 2 in both the state and 
Ohio Valley. The top OV mark wns 422 by OVAC Hall of Fnmer Henry Josefczyk 
ofYotkville and the leading W.Va. average was 34.3 by the legendary Jerry West of 
East Bunk. 

Thayer scored 56, 58 and 53 points in three straight late-season wins over Shemud, 
Cameron and Follansbee St Anthony. That ga.ve him a remarkuble 167 points in three 
games nnd 114 in back-to-buck outings. He also had other games of 52., 49, 46 and 
41 twice. 

In football, he played for W.Vn. in the unnual W.Va.-Ohio All-Star game and was 
recntited by West Vntinia University as an invited-walk-on cnndidme. 

At WVU, he Wil.'I one ofrn·o regularquarterbocks on a freshman team which won nll 
five games. After his freshman year, he left school to join the U.S. Army and played 
armed service football before being discharged in 1961. 

He signed a free agent contract for a tryout with the Cleveland Browns in 1%2, the 
same year that OVAC charter Hall of Farrer John Hm·licek was in camp. 

After lbayer was cut, he returned to the Ohio Vnlley and eurned u roster spot as u 
backup quarterback on the first Wheeling Ironmen team which went 9-4 nnd won the 
1962 United Football League title in Thayer's only se-ll.SOn on the team. 
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Dick Larkins (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1927). Hewas n two-sport prep stnndout before becoming the only Ohio Vnlley athlete to earn 
three Ohio State letters in botfi football and basketball. 

In high school, he was a four-year football lineman and served as team captain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played two 
varsity years of basketball for the Potters. 

At Ohio State, he played tackle on three Buckeye teams (1928-30) and also was n guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning 
six varsity letters. 

After graduation, he served in the Navy before returning to OSU in 1933 to join the athletic and physical educations staffs. In 1946, he became Athletic 
Director and served until his retirement in 197 I. During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive uthletic programs in the Big IO Conference and 
the country, lbe school named a recreation and physical activity facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor. 
Amie Marks Connell (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1994). The most honored femnle athlete In Lady Vikings' history, she earned 12 letters 

In basketball, track and volleybnll. 
In basketbaJi Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with season game averages of 26,3, 25.8, 285 and 27 .9 us a senior. Her career point total ranks 

No. 2 in Ohio Vnlley history behind charter OVAC Hnll of Furner Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St John's. 
Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 assists, 463 stenls, 42% field gonl and 74% free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point gonls. 
Marks earned All-Ohio Player of the Y= Division IV fust tewn honors as njunior and senior and thin:! team as a freshman and so~more. She was D-IV 

Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecrans and was a four-year Eastern District and District 5 selection and Player 
or Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. Sbe was a three-time first team All-Valley selection and a foor-time AJI-Inter-Va1ley Conference choice. 

In track, she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division ID high jump as a junior and placed fifth as o senior. 
Marks earned a basketball scholarship to Akron University where she was o four-year lettennan and team co-captain as a senior. The 5-foot-9 forn'anl/ 

guard scored 853 career points, includm~ 16 against nationally No. 1 ranked and two-time national champion Tennessee. 
She currently resides in Northfield, Ohio and teaches and coaches at Nonlonia High School. 
Ron Martin (Tiffin Columbian HiM School, Clai;s of 1971). The architect of the most domirumt cross country ~gram in Ohio Valley and Ohio 

history, he guided CnldweU from 1975-1!6 ton dunl recon:I of 1,195-186 and the first two of u recon:I eight straight Ohio Class A state titles. In 1983, the 
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A ye-nr later, Caldwell placed second, one point behind Dayton Christian, 
but the best was yet to come. 

In 1985, Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dunl record and the school's second state title. The 1986 team, however, is reg:mled as the 
school's best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points to repeat as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical 
national champion by Cross County Magazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Carna, an OVAC Legends' 
honoree and one of only five state harriers to win three individual crowns. 

Martin left Caldwell after the back-to-back Ohio CTO\HlS and was succeeded by current coach Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins' state title run 
to eight in u row through 1992. 

Martin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East, also coached in the collegiate ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg 
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. 

Ray Montgomery (Warwood High School, Class of 1926). The first Viking nil-stater in footbnll and basketball later became and nil-time great nt 
the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-State in football ( 1925), as well as All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player, one-class All
State (1926) m basketbalf as he led the second Vi.king team into the state tournament. He ulso played baseball. 

For his high school, and later college honors, the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many 
years. That display currently is featured in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. In a 1969 series by The lntelligencer, he was selected to the 
Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on staff research and reader Polling. 

He enrolled at Pitt on a basketball scholarship and tried out for the football team after nauonal Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly 
promised him a trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons, Piu won 23, 
lost four, had two ties and made two Rose Bowl trips after unbeaten regular seasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1929 when Pitt was crowned national 
champion by regular season polls.) Pitt, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanfon:I and 47-14 to USC. 

As a senior, he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-1, 188-pound ~unrd. The two-way standout, also cited for his defense, was labeled 
by Sutherland as "the perfect guard" and was hailed as one of the greatest linemen Pm ever produced. In 1958, he was selected to an All-Time Pitt team, 

Pete Zinaich (Weir High, Class of 1943). The most honored pluyeron the first OVAC team to claim an "official" W.Vu. nil-class football champion
ship. In the pre.playoff era, the W.Va. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Farner Carl Hamill, the state champion 
despite a 6-3-1 recont. Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1) vs. in-state teams with close losses to Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio and Clairton, Pa. 
The three-year regular fullback•linebacker on teams unbeaten vs. in•state foes was the Riders' leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned first 
tam n.11-class I I-player All-State as a senior. 

After military service, he enrolied at West Vrrginia University and became o rare team captain of two sports (footbaII and baseball) ai; a 1949·50 senior. 
He lettered four years in footbnll and was u regular as njunior fullback on the 9-3 recon:I team which won the Jan. 1, 1949 Sun Bowl with n 21-12 win 
over Texas Western. After his senior season, he was drafted by the Sun Francisco 49ers in the ninth round as the I 15th overall NFL pick but opted for 
an education career. He also was a three-year letterman at shortstop on the WVU baseball team. 

After WVU, he spent his entire teaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and baseball coach at Adena High School from 1956-
69. His best football team (I %5) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship. 
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George Cheroke (Shadyside High School, Class of 1940). He wos a footbaJI and wrestling stmidout for the ligen;, which produced the urea's first wrestlin~ power 
under coach Art Kirtland The four-year grappler won the one-doss Ohio heavyweight title in 1940 after capturing the 1939 crmm at 165 pounds. A5 a sophomore, 
he placed thin! ut 154 pounds.The Tigers placed second to Cleveland John Hay, 21-20, for 1940 team laurels ofter Shadyside defeated John Hay inn dual meet earlier. 

Cheroke, nicknamed Chief, also was a stellar 5-foot-9, 185-pound footbll.11 guanl.The three-y~-nr gridder and two-time terun captuin earned AU-Valley honors as a two
way standout The Tigers went 9·1 nnd 7-2-1 during his final two seasons. 

He enrolled at Ohio State University to compete in both football nnd wrestling. Playing for coach Paul Brov.n on 6--1-1 recool team, the sophomore moved into starting 
lineup in fifth game ofter a teammate's injury. He left OSU before 1942 seU50ll to serve in the Afr Force during World War U. 

After his discharge in 1946, he again opted to play for Paul Brown, who Wll.'I starting the Oeveland Browns in the first year of the All-American Conference, Cheroke 
played in 12 gumes for the 13-2 record Browns, who defented New York, 14-9 in the championship game. After one season, he re-enlisted in the Anny for a 20..yearcareer, 
retiring in l l)p5 to enter business in California. He passed away in 1986. 

Harry Diehl (Mt Morris, Pa High School, Onss of 1952), When lM! joined the Stanton High nthJetic program in 1960 as head basketball coach nnd assistant coach, 
there wus no track program. so he guided the 1961 and 1962 basketball temru to unbeaten regular seasons nnd overall 19- I and 23-1 reconls. 

In 1963, without a home track, he started the Stanton boys' truck program and competed in the Indian League at Mingo. Four years Inter, the first all-weather track in 
the Ohio VaJley was installed at Stanton and the lndiwt League moved its meets from the Mingo ciader track to Stanton. Diehl's teruns then reeled off 75 consecutive dual 
meet wins, reportedly an Ohio Valley record, from 1967-76 as Stanton fielded one of the most dominant small school track programs in the urea. Other teams in the Indian 
League included Mingo, Jefferson Union, Toronto, Cadiz, Springfield, United Local nod Beaver Local. 

Stanton won multiple Ohio district titles, two Onss A regional crowns nod competed in state eyents. While no first places were recorded. sophoroore sprinter Bob 
Ifuught, who signed a University of Alabama footbaJl scholnrship, posted the state's fastest 440-yanl Clas.s A time in 1970 before placing second at the state meet. OVAC 
Hall of Fnmer Blaine Rose ulso competed for Diehl, who ran track and cross country at West Yrrginia U. 

Stanton joined the OVAC in 1981 and Diehl's teams won Onss A titles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the helm. 
Diehl also served as an assistant football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with hentl coach Glenn Trout 
Diehl received se.'eral awards before retiring in 1986, including the second Robert McKeh1ey Awanl from the Upper Ohio Va1Iey Dapper Dans in 1976 and the Cnl 

Giffin Awanl from the OVAC in 1993. 
He resides in Boynton Beach, Aa. 
Frank Gilliam (Steubenville High School, Onss of 1952). He, and charterOVAC Legend honoree Ca1vin Jones, led Big Red to its most successful football-boys' bas

ketball year (1951-52) in history, The court team is the winningest (28-1) in Big Red history with an unbeaten regular season followed by eight post-season wins in Ohio's 
largest Oass A sectional, district and regional tournaments plus v.ins over Toledo Central Catholic and Akron North in the state event Big Red bowed to MiddJetov.n, 
63-53, in the finals. Gilliam was team captain. 

The 1951 Big Red football team went 9-1, losing only lo :Massillon (13--6) and routing Canton McKinley (63--6) before being ranked No. 2 behind Massillon in the final 
AP state poll. 

Gilliam, nicknamed Shag, was a two-wny end who earned third team largest class AU-Oh.lo plus AU-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors. He played in the W.Va.-Ohio 
AU-Star Game. 

He lettered three years in basketball and two each in football and baseball. The baseball team went 16-3 his junior year. 
The University of Iowa recruited Jones, Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincent and the threesome were called the "Steu.bemille Trio" by Iowa media. Gilliam was 

a three-year starter at end including n sophomore season when the Hawkeyes tied Notre Dame, 14-14, and ranked No. 9 nationally. He snt out the 1955 season with a 
broken leg and returned in 1956 as Iowa went 9-1 to win the Big Ten title and n first-ever trip to the Rose Bowl, beating Oregon State, 35-19. Gilliam was All-Big Ten 
and second team All-American. 

In 1989, for Iowu's 100th football anniversary fete, fans selected Gilliam (and Jones) to an All-Time Iowa team. 
Gilliam was drafted in the seventh NFL round by the Green Bay Packera, but opted lo follow Jones lo the Canadian Football League. He played three seasons at Winnipeg 

before becoming an assistant coach ( 1966-70) at [owa He then joined the :Minnesota Vikings for a 36-year career in scouting and perwnnel. 
He resides in Windennere, Fla. 
Tom Harp (Brunes\ille High School, Cl~ of 1945). A Shnmrock football and basketball standout and college athlete who later made his mnrk in the coaching world, 
A four-year quarterback and fullback in football, he was a three•year basketball standout who helped the Shamrocks to won-lost records of 18-4, 16-6 and 16--4 and 

titles in the East Ohio Athletic League, He was selected All-Conference his last two years. 
He was recruited by Hall of Fame coach Sid Gillman to play football at Miami of Ohio and lettered as a freshman fullback before he was drafted into military service 

for two years with the Navy. 
Returning OOme in 1948, he enrolled at Muskingum College and played quarterback and fullback on two Ohio Athletic Conference title teams in 1949--50. 
After graduation, he turned to coaching and became head coach at Crumllton High from 1951-53 with a 20--6--1 reconl. He became one of over 100 coaches to apply 

for the vacant Massillon Washington High he.ad coacltingjob and landed the job vacated by Brilliant native Chuck Mather, who compiled a 57-3 reconl before opting for 
University of Kansas job. Harp coachetl :Mnssillon two years to 17•2·1 record and the state No. 1 and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press. 

He then joined the college ranls as backfield coo.ch at Anny before a 15-year stint (1961-77) as head coach at three colleges• Cornell, Duke and lndiIDlil State, The 1958 
Anny team, led by Heisman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins, was ranked No. 3 in the nntion. 

Ed Oliver (East Liverpool High School, Oas.s of 1953). Regarded by some veteran Potter observers as the best all-round prep player nt the school, he wus a ~de 
honoree on both sides of the ball as a three-year regular. The runner, pMSCr, placekicker, punter, linebacker and defensiYe back was a first team All-Ohio linebacJ.:er pick 
by The AP os a senior after rating second team All-Ohio defensive back honors as u junior. The UPI selected him a first team All-Ohio offensive back as a senior. 

The Potters went 9--0-1 in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oli,..·er was the team leading rusher und scorer. The program only produced one previous nine-win season. 
He wa.<1 a1so the leading basketball team scorer as n senior nnd lettered in baseball. 
Awunled a football scholarship to the University of Miami (Fla.), he was a three-year letterman at running back. As a senior on an 8-1-1 record team ranked 6th in the 

national AP Poll, he was second on the team In rushing and scoring. 
After graduation, he coached in the high school ranks. He is deceased. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fome Cluss of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (occcptlng for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovallck 
(accepting for the late George Kovnllck), 
Gladys Van Horne (occepting for the late Bill 
Van Horne}, Betty Pokns (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokns}, Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts}, and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the lute Evon Reese. 
Second row,Jlm Murray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray}, Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazerosld, Dr. AI Blatnik (acceptlug for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak nod Rayon 
Williams (occcpting for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Wllllnms). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (occepting for Tim Spencer}, Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford ond Stephanie Pctho. 

-T ~ !< ~• 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fume Cluss of 
2005 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Mutt Mumley (occcptlng for 
the late Rudy Mumley),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Half, Duke Strnger (accepting for the late 
George Struger), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kuy Zltzelsberger (accepting for the late 
Walter Heil}, Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Groza}, June Paoli (acceptlug for 
Chock Howley}, Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
FiUlez, Lonee Mehl, Dec Dovis, Brinn Swisher, 
Courtney Redmon (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Mott Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hnll of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'lnnocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Poul 'Bud' BilUard and Dave Pugh (rep
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Pbll Nlekro, John Magistro (represent• 
Ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hommell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fume Class of 
2007 or their representatives lnclude, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway, 
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and BUI Hinegardner; 
second row, Bnci Carpico (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwaln (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnaughy and Brenda Cottone 
BaUog (representing Gene Cattane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall,of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC HnU of Fame Closs of 
2008 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond 
(ncceptlng for the lute Bob Hedmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the lute Jimmy Stewart), 
Bill Tbomus, John Crnlg uud Larry Kettlewell 
(accepting for the lute Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (occeptJng for the lute Tom 
Keuue), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowskl, BIU 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovullck; 
back row, Joseph Pettlnl (accepting for Joe 
Pettlnl), Connie Doutt, Erle Peterson {accept• 
Ing for Joy Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie 
Daller. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fume Closs of 
2009 or thelr representatives include, front 
row left to right, RJcbard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Monseuu, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz nnd Bill Poollsso; second row, 
Harold "Doc'' Daugherty, Jlm Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the lute Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, David Bosley nod Otis Winston. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame Class or 
2010 or their representatives include., front row 
left to right, Rick DeLura, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
"Strenky" HnlOS2ka, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry Josef"czyk, Don Sutherin, 
Lorry Duck; third row, Phil Nlekro (represent
ing Joe Nlekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright, 
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives Include, front row 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurnes, Ross 
Galloh,ese (ocreptlog for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Del (accepting for the late Dick Del) and 
Lurry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (acceptlog for the lute Bob 
Jeter), Jlm McCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahoe (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third row, CraJg Miller, Pat :Miller, 
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Shnron Vincent, Reno DIOrlo (accepting for 
T J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 20U or their representatives 
Include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell "Jimmy" Carey), Shawn 
Donley (accepting for the late Charles 
''Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec
ond row, Stephanie Joseph WIison and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene ''Emile" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Abramowlcz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
late Richard ''Dick" Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr, 
Shawn Vmcent and Kenny Howell. 
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OVAC Hall 
of Fame 

Class of 2013 
Members or the OVAC Hall or 

Fame Class of 2013 or their rep• 
resentatives include, front row 
left to right, Tom Ratalczak, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac
cepting for the late Jim Thomas), 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry 'Moo'Moore. Second row, 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var
go, Ken Campanizzl (accepting 
for Jim Brown), Larry Mannie, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Mark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany 
Piccolinl and Jedidiah Stephen. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 or their representa
tives include, front row left to right, 
Rick Coles, Bill Brubaker, James 
Companion, Jim Potts (Cameron/ 
Coach), Dick Edge (accepting for the 
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and 
James "Junior" Moore. Second row, 
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike 
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row, 
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino, 
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie 
Hutchin) and Dan Stephens. Also 
inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike 
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack. 

110 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Liinda 
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas 
(accepting for the late George KeUas II, 
David 'Ty' Fleming and Rod Johnson; 
second row, Dorothy PoweU (accepting 
for the late Duane PoweU), Pat Graetjens 
(accepting for the late Sam 'Buzz' 
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the 
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey 
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third 
row, Gene ~Beef' Lam.one, Rick Nau, 
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovicic; fourth 
row, Janis Trupovnieks, KeUy Swierkos 
and Jamie Taylor; back row, Dr. Diana 
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod), 
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and 
PauJ Hoover. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 

Members of the OVAC Ball of Fame 
Class of 2016 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, their 
representatives) Included, Bob Koch, 
John Nese, Lisa Beck (represent
ing the late Jbnmy Mountaln),Stnn 
Blankenship, Dave Linn and Tom West; 
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan 
(representing Jay Handlan), Evelyn 
Kovallck (representing Eddie Becker), 
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig, 
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn), 
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley 
and Jbn Wood; back row, Jim Woofter, 
Wll1inm Augur (representing Kim 
Augur), Dave Delande, Jodi Bates 
Starr, Mott Powell, Zoch Amedro and 
Kacie Vovrek. 

OVAC 
Hall of Fame 
Class of 2017 

Members of the OVAC Ball of 
Fame Class of 2017 or their rei>
resentatlves Include, front row left 
to right, Arthur ''Butch" Joseph, 
Ross Stoltz, Jeff Harrison, Dave 
Caldwell, Vicki Leggett (repre
senting Terry Leggett) ond Bill 
Gompers; second row,Llsa Glleber 
(representing Tom Fronckbauser), 
Angela Hearst (representing 
Wililam 'Catfish' Hearst), Jarrett 
Alford (representing Roger 
Alford), Gary Repella, Chris Jones 
and Scot Malfe; back row, Jami 
Bendle, Mike Snively, Jose Davis 
(representing Note Davis), April 
Rotlilo and Roger Sowers II (rei>
resentlng Roger Sowers). 
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~~ MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
~ FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. MJNIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools count in totalsz 
Wms/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport. 
BASEBALL: 250 wins 
BASKETBALL: 250 wins 
CHEERING: 5 OVAC titles 
CROSS COUNTRY: 5 OVAC titles 
FOOTBALL: 125 wins 
GOLF: 5 OVAC titles 
SOCCER: 125 wins 
SOFTBALL: 250 wins 
SWIMMING: 5 OVAC titles 
TENNIS: 5 OVAC titles 
TRACK: 5 OVAC titles 
VOLLEYBALL: 250 wins 
WRESTLING: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 
2. MJNIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 
3. MJNIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 
4. MJNIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 
5. MJNIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTORS 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the high school/college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 
6. MJNIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 10 years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First TeamAll-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
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