


. . 

• -=---- ,; ' ·., ,,·.'' ', ',, :'.' 

• ··• · ··· .,,"r cu ·•·· · ·.· ·•· ·· · · ·,." .. · fl . · '.·.· · · ·· · 
:,, ----=~ .• .. :,,.-: 

,,,,,...·/ if tk 
ANNUALHALLOFFAMEBANQUET 

BUICK@ 

ROBINSON 
AUTO GROUP 

@i=Z;J 
CIEVIDET 

GMC: 

ROBINSON DRIVE 
THE HIGHLANDS 

(304) 233-8000 / GM 
(304) 232-1880 / Toyota 
(304) 232-2400 I Ford 



The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Don Zinni, Dick 
Wolf, Ron Mauck and Doug Huff; back row, Kelly Rine, Tom Tisher, Seth Staskey, Robert 
"Bubba" Kapral, Jeff Harrison and Bob Koch. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee 

Jeff Harrison ................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 
Doug Huff ....................... Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral ... .Executive Sports Editor, The TITI1es Leader/Intelligencer 
Bob Koch .......................................... OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 
Ron Mauck ....... .Former OVAC Football All-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director 
Tom Rataiczak .................................................... OVAC Executive Secretary 
Kelly Rine ................................. Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 
Seth Staskey ......................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 
Tom Tisher ..................................................... Teacher, Magnolia High School 
Dick Wolf ................................. East Liverpool City Schools Board Member 
Don Zinni. ....................................... OVAC Football Assistant Com1nissioner 
Joe Dunlevy ................................ Athletic Director, Indian Creek High School 
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Flowers courtesy of Bob & Robin's 
Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

We proudly support 
the East Liverpool Potters 
and congratulate tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony 

Saturday, August 19, 2017 

Welcome .......................................... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 
lnvocation .................................... Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville 
Dinner ............................................................................................................... 5:30 p.m. 
lntroductions ................................... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 
Master of Ceremonies .............. John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ............................. George Cheroke, Harry Diehl, Frank Gilliam, 
Tom Harp, Ed Oliver 

Distinguished Service Award ................................................................... Mickey Duffy 

2017 Hall of Fame Inductions 
OVAC 'Family' 
Arthur 'Butch' Joseph ....................................................................................................... . 
OVAC 'Contributor' 
Ross Stoltz ...................................................................................................................... . 
Media 
Jeff Harrison ................................................................................................................... . 
Coaches 
Dave Caldwell .................................................................................................................. . 
Terry Leggett .................................................................................................................... . 
Official 
Roger Sowers .................................................................................................................. . 
Athletes 
Bill Gompers .................................................................................................................... . 
Tom Franckhauser ............................................................................................................ . 
William 'Catfish' Hearst. ................................................................................................... . 
Roger Alford ..................................................................................................................... . 
DickTomlinson ................................................................................................................. . 
GaryRepella .................................................................................................................... . 
Chris Jones ..................................................................................................................... . 
Scot Matte ....................................................................................................................... . 
Jami Bendle ................................................................................................................... . 
Mike Snively .................................................................................................................... . 
Nate Davis ...................................................................................................................... . 
April Rotilio .................................................................................................................... . 

Benediction ................................... Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017 ;~f., 
<:l:cr~ 

Arthur 'Butch' ,Toseph 
ArJ/mr "Butch" Joseph (Bellnire High School. Class of 1963). When the conference needs to keep things "run­

ning·· in the fall or the spring, Joseph hns been the go-to guy for many years as l.l member of the OVAC Track and 
Cross Country committees, serving as co-chainnan of the track commiltee with his wife. Donna, an OYAC Hall of 
Fame inductee in 2007. 

A veternn of the United States Air Force who served during the Vietnam War, he started officiating local track 
meets in the early I 970s and began his association with !he OVAC in the late I 980s, assisting Floyd Deaton with 
the OVAC Volleyball Championships and being responsible for compiling the weekly conference standings in that 
sport. 

Joseph has been an integral pnrt of the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Championships dating back tu the days when the 
small school divisions were contested nt Shadyside's Fleming Field, and he also assisted with the big school meets 
at Bellaire's Nelson Field either behind the scenes or as an on-track official. 

It was Joseph's vision to convert the OVAC Track Championships to their current fom1at, It wns his desire to have 
the best athletes. regardless of cluss. compete against one-nnolher in an overall championship meet, which is how 
the event has been conlested since 2010 al St. Clairsville Hi£h. 

Joseph has also been the man behind the computer respon~ible for the pre-evenl preparntion and timing/scoring 
'at the OVAC Cal Pokas Cross Country Championships on the cnmpus of rvleadowbrook High School in Byesville 
for more than 15 vears. 

Along with his \vife,Joseph received the OVAC Cal Giffin Track Service award in 1997. 

Ross Stoltz 

'Butch' Joseph 

Ross Stoltz, (Naponee High School (Nebraska). Class of 1965). He has been a true friend and supporter of the 
conference, most evident as the sponsor of the populnr OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band which entertains the 
crowd during pregame and halftime at the annual OVAC Rudy Munlley All-Star Football Game each July, The 
band features some of the best musicians from schools throughout the conference who come together for n week 
prior to the game and never disappoint with a spectacular performance. 

Under Stoltz· leadership, McDonald's also is a sponsor of the OYAC Kick-Off Classic; the West Virginin "Super 
Six"' State Football Championships which have become a fixture al Wheeling Island Stadium: and has a strong 
local involvement with many area schools including band sponsorships, stadium banners, scoreboards and year­
books as well as donating to area track meets and bnseball events. 

~kDonald's is also a yearly sponsor of lhe highly-regarded "Beast of the East" sU\vmmer baseball loumament 
which has become a summertime staple in the Ohio Valley; a major sponsor of the area's professionnl hockey team 
- the Wheeling Nailers; 11n donates annually to the local YMCA. 

Stoltz personally presents local nominations to a1h\etes for the prestigious McDonald's High School All­
Americnn Classic. 

Ross Stoltz He began his career with McDonald's in 1965 as a 17-year old crew member. After serving in the U.S. Army 
( 1967-70) rind attending the University of Nebraska (Class of 1973), he returned to McDonald's in various capacities 
starting in 1974 and since 1996 bas been tbe Owner/Operntor of 10 McDonald's restaurants throughout the Ohio 

Valley (Barnesville, Belmont, Elm Grove, Martins Ferry, Moundsville, St.Clairsville, Triadelphia, \Varwocxl and Woodsfield). 
Stoltz has received the Golden Arch Award, the McDonald's Co'l)oration's highest recognition for an Owner/Operator that recognizes a focus on 

customer service. outstanding food quality and restaurant operations, and e:tceptional contributions to the local community. 
J::!~'s q__QQ1.tf..9_n1ember of the Ronald McDonnld House Charities of Morgantown: a long-time sponsor for McDonald's ivfAC Grants for Teachers. 

,left Harrison 
Jeff Harrison (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1977). He has been a member of the sports media for 35 

years and counting, including the last 17 al 1l1e Daily Jeffersonian in Cambridge where he has been the Sports 
Editor since 2007. Prior to that, he spent 18 years at The Times Leader in Martins Ferry. 

He originated the concept of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame in 2004-; is a member of the selec­
tion committee and in charge of producing the program for that event. He's also a member of the OVAC Softbnll 
Committee and OVAC Coach of the Yenr Selection Committee and previously handled publicity for the OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game for seven years. 

Harrison was also the catalyst behind the fommtion of the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in '.W0S, serving as Chairmnn of the Hall of Fame Selection Committee and handling publicity since that 
time; and is a member of the Martins Ferry High School Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, serving as the primary 
researcher/biographer for that group. 

He is n member of The Associated Press East District Selection Committee for football/boys' basketball/girls' 
baske1ball, serving as chairman since 2009; an AP state poll voter: a member of the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association Media Advisory Committee and a member of the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association. He was the 
2006 recipient of the Eastern Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association's Media Award; District Jeff Harrison 
\2's selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Honor in 2015 and has won sev-
eral OPS WA writing contest awards. 

Harrison, who attended Ohio University Eastern and currently resides in Byesville, authored the book Holding Court; The Gene Ford Story (2005), 
the biography of the legendary Cambridge High School boys' basketball coach. 

He also served as public address announcer at several venues over the years, including Martins Ferry football and boys' basketball, Meadowbrook 
girls' bnsketball and the District 12 All-Star Basketball Classic; and was a youth baseball/soflbal\ coach for 22 years in the Martins Ferry Civics 
Athletic Association and the Guernsey Valley Baseball Association. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017 .~. 
Dave Caldwell 

Da11e Caldwell (Beallsville High School, Class of 1973). He proved the theory of .. the little engine thnl could'. by 
achieving a tremendous amoum of success coaching football and one of the smallest schools arouml, compiling a 
record of: 196~ I 02-1 Ju ring his 29 years as head coach of his alma mater. 

Ca\dwe)I began his coaching. c:.ireer as nn nssistant at Caldwell High under Mike Devol and then returned ··home" 
to Bealls,1i\le where he assisted J.B. Mnjors for two seasons ( 1981-82) . He was elcvnted to the head coaching post 
in 1993 and held that job until retiring in 201 I, 

Under (::aldwell's guidance, the Blue Devils won six Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class. A championships 
(I 988. I 992, 199-L :woo, 2006 nnd 2011) and six Pioneer Valley Conference titles. Beallsville reached the OHSAA 
playoffs eight times (lgg4, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2001) and posted a playoff record of 5~8. That 
included~ run to the Division VI, Region 23 championship and a spot in the stnte semifinnls in 1994 nnd a career­
capping 10-3 season in 2011 when BHS advanced to the D-VI, Region 23 title contest. 

Caldwe]I was tabbed "Coach of the Year" in the Eastern District and PVC multiple times and he coached in the 
OVAC Rtldy Mumlcy All-Star Foutbnll Gnme five times (1989, 1993, 2001, 2005 and 2009) with a 2-3 record in L...-----------' 
the mid-Summer classic. 

Caldwell, who nrnde a brief coaching relllrn ns an assistant at Shenandoah in 2014. also assisted in bnsketball and 
track durinu his time at Beallsville. 

Dave Caldwell 

As an mlJetc, he wns a three-span petfonner nt Beallsville High School (football, basketbnll and track), playing on the school's first unbeaten 
football tenm in 1972. He went on to piny footbnll for four years at Muskingum College, earning his degree there in 1977 and later obtaining n 
master's ilegree from Salem University. 

Terry Leggett 
Teri)' Leggett (t-.·1idvale High School. Class of I 965). The ultrn-successful Leggett began his coaching career as an 

assistant at Skvvue Hiuh School and then was head coach there for two sensons ( 1973~74 and '74-75). 
He went to oid Zane Trace High School for the next two years ( '75-76 and '76-77) and when that school consoli­

dated with Madison High to become Buckeye Trail, Leggett was named lhc school's first coach. 
His initial Warrior sqund (1977-78) accomplished a remarkable feat, posting a perfect 18-0 regular season (21-1 

overall) and winning the OVAC Class A championship, sectional and district titles and finishing runner+up in the 
regional. losing a 43-42 heartbrenker to Indian Valley South. 

During his 12 yems al Trail (he called it quits following the 1988-89 season), the Warriors never had a losing 
season and amassed an incredible 225-50 record. That included two trips to the OHSAA Class A "Final Four" -- his 
1982-83 team went 25-1 and the 1986-86 team turned things around after a -J.-5 start to make the state semifinals 
and finish 20-7. 

Leggett-coached Trail teams won nine sectional lilies, five district crowns and two regionnl chnmpionships and 
he was named UP[ Class A Ohio "Co-Coach of the Year" in 1983. His teams won OVAC titles four struight years 
('78, '79, '80 and '81) nnd were state-ranked six times. He was named overall OVAC "Couch of the Year" in 1978 

TCrry Leggett and was also a four-time Districl 12 "Coach of the Year·· honoree. All told, his teams compiled a 268-92 record in 
16 seasons. 

He coadhed in the OVAC All-Siar Basketball Cln.i;sic three times and was an assistant coach in the Ohio North-South All-Star Game once. 
A graduate of Findlay College, he served as an Eastern District Board member and was the Game Director of 1he District 12 Basketball All-Star 

Gnme for mnny years. He also served on the Rules Interpretation Committee of the OHSAA. 
Inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997, Leggett was also a physical education teacher and athletic director during his dnys at 
Buckeye1Trnll. He passed away in 2009. 

Roger Sowers 
Roger ~owers (Roseville High School. Clnss of 1952). He spent a number of years in various roles - coach, 

athletlc director, guidance counselor. principal and instrnctor- but Sowers is probably best known as a long-time 
basketball official. 

Sowe~. who spent more than 30 years in education, beg.in as a basketball coach.serving four yenrs as head coach 
al Pleasant City High and seven years al Barnesville High, po.':iting a combined 130-99 record. 

He offiCiated his first varsity basketball game in 1959, nnd became a full-time referee in 1968 once his coaching 
days we~e over. He worked 40 years over five decades, including nearly a qunrter of a century as a 1ournament 
official ;11 the sectional, district nnd regional levels. 

He waS a chaner member of the E:ist Central Ohio Officials Associntion in the Cambridge area, serving as 
presiden1, rules interpreter and on the executive board over the yenrs. He also served as president of the Ohio 
Associat on of Basketball Officials. 

Sowe~, who also officiated at the college level in the Ohio Athletic Conference, spent 20-plus years teaching n 
basketb~I officiating course at Ohio University Eastern. with several of his fom1er students later becoming high 
school nnd college officials. 

He wat inducted into the Ohio High School Athletic Associntion's Officinls Hall of Fame in 1995; received a Roger Sowers 
DistingU1shed Service Award from the District 12 Basketball Coaches Associntlon and a Meritorious Award from 
the OHS~A in 1998 for 40 years of service. The Roger Smvers Memorial Scholarship was established by his family in 2000, with 1he yearly recipi­
ent n Barnesville High senior planning: to ancnd Ohio University En.,;tem and nrnjor in education. 

A Crook.':ivil\e native, he earned u bachelor's degree from t,,,farietta College where he was a four-year le1temrnn in baseball and a one-year lettemrnn 
in basketball, and obtained his master's degree from West Virginin University. 

He passed away in 1998 at the age of 64. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017 .~:t, 
~q'Jr;f 

Bill Gompers 
Bill Gompers (Wheeling Central High School. Class of 1945).He was an honored running back on two top 

Maroon Knight football teams nnd also lettered on two state Catholic Tournament championship basketball teams. 
A two-time selection on the five-team All-City football honor roll, the two-way standout helped Central win the 

1943 City Championship with a 9-1 regular season record before the Knights competed in a post-season Steel Bowl 
contest won. 20-19 by Rochester. 'f" 

As a senior in the first year of OVAC competition. he was team co-captain on a 6-3-1 record Knight squad. 
In basketball. Gompers compete<l on two teams which extended the Knights' streak to five consecutive W.Va. 

Catholic Tournament championships.The 19-W team went 22-3 in regular season and Catholic Tournament play 
before the Knights won two of three games in the Eastern Stales Catholic Tournament. That team was coached by 
charter OVAC Hall of Fame coach Jim Foti. 

Bolh Gompers and Foti were among inductees into the charter Wheeling Central High School Sports Hall of 
Fame. 

During Gompers' senior season, the 6-foot-l, 180-pound back was offered football scholarships at several col­
leges but opted for Notre Dame where he lettered for three seasons and played both wnys on two Irish teams pro-
claimed as National Champions - 1946 (8-0-1 record) and 1947 (9-0), which was led by Heisman Trophy winner Bill Gompers 
Johnny Lu jack. Gompers, cited as a top blocker, averaged 6.8 yards a carry. He played in the 19.J.6 scoreless tie vs. 
Am1y which was labeled lhe "Game of the Century.'' 

Gompers wns selected to play on the College All-Star team which played the NFL champions, the Chicago Cardinals, in a post-season game. 
Drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the pro All-American Football Conference, he played both wnys for one season as the team bowed to the Cleveland 

Browns in the championship game. 

Tom Fra11ckhauser 
Tom "Knute" Franck!tauser (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 1955JThe 6~foot, J95~pound 

offensive end-defensive back was the leading scorer as n senior on a 9-1 record Crusader team, the school's best 
;i' record since 1946. He landed nine touchJown passes~ high for that era - and returned three pass interceptions for 

scores. His best output \vas in a ..J.5-6 win over Wellsville when he scored on an 81-yard TD reception and returned 
two interceptions for 57- and 69-yard scores. 

An All-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio honoree, he competed in the Ohio-W,Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 31-20. 
He accepted a scholarship 10 Purdue University where he lettered three years and started as a junior and senior 

as the team's leading pass receiver. He was named learn MVP as a senior. He helped the Boilennakers upset the 
nation's No. I ranked teum, tvtichigan Stnte, in 1957. A second team All-Big Ten honoree as a senior. he played in 
17 career games with 30 receptions for 611 yards and four TDs. 

He was the 33rd overall selection in the 1959 NFL Draft third round by the Los Angeles Rams. In his rookie 
season. the comerback had three interceptions. 

In 1960, he was selected by the Dallas Cowboys in the NFL Expansion Draft nnd becnme the first Cowboy to 
Tom Franckhauscr carry the ball by returning the opening kickoff in the inaugural regular season game. 

After two yenrs with the Cowboys, he capped his five-year. 58-game pro career with a two-year stint on the 
Minnesota Vikings. He was forced to retire in 1964 after suffering a brain injury during a tackle in a training camp 

scrimmage. He had 13 career interceptions. 
A first cousin of OVAC Hall of Famer Danny Abramowicz, he passed away in 1997. 

William 'Catfish' Hearst 
u 

William "Catfish" Hearst (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959).The first sprinter in the Ohio Valley and W. 
Va. to break the 50-second barrier at 4-40 yards, he was dominant al the quar1er mile, which he didn't start running 
until his junior season, and 220 yards while also competitive in the 100 and long jump. 

As a senior, he was unbeaten in the 440 with wins at the W.Va. Regional and state meets--a repeat title-the one­
class OVAC meet where he was top scorer, the Bellaire, Toronto. Wellsburg and !vfansfield Relays, and was one of 
only two Ohio Valley athletes to ever win an individual event at the most prestigious rvtidwest invitational meet. 
His 49.6 mark at Bellaire was the first Ohio Valley sub-50-second clocking, nnd he time and all-time best 49.1 at 
the W.Vn. regionnl meet. At !he one-class state meet, he repeated as 440 champion with a record 49.5 mark and 
also won the 220 with a record~tying 22.1 time. As a junior, he won the state 440 in 50.05 seconds. 

He was high scorer at the Bellaire Relays event fenturing athletes from three states and won by a Paul Warfield­
led Warren Harding team. Hearst won the 100 (10.0), was second in the 220 and won the 4-40 (49.6) with two 
meet records. 

A two-time All-Valley Track honoree at 100,220 and 440, the Wellsburg Express was selected captain as a senior 
and noted as ·'the greatest qunrter-miler produced in these pans.". 'Catfish, Hearst 

Hearst also was a four~year football and three-year basketball player and competed in the 1959 W.Va.-Ohio All-
Star football game won by W.Va., 7-6. 

He attended W. Va. State and also served in the L: .S. Anny during the Vietnam War. Afler returning home, he was a long~time uxich of the Ohio 
Valley Track Club, a certified track official mit.l helped coach at Betlrnny College. An annual Memorial Scholarship In his name is presented ench 
year at Brooke High. 

Hearst passed away in 2002. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017 
Roger Alford 

Roger Alford {Wintersville High School, Class of 1962). He was a racial pioneer at West Virginia University and 
the Southern Conference nfter a three-sport career at old Wintersville High. 

Alford competed in footbalL basketball and trnck for the Golden Warriors and was labeled by Hall of Fame coach 
Bob Kettlewell as "one of the two best football players I coached" along with OVAC Hall of Famer Alan fack, who 
later starred at Ohio State University. 

In football, the 5-foot-10, 225-pound tackle was All-OVAC Clnss AA, All-Valley ''Big Schoor' first team, and 
All-Eastern Ohio first terun all-class selection. 

The Mountaineers broke the "color barrier" in 1962 when they recrnited Alford am.I fullback Dick Leftridge of 
Hinton. W.Vn .. the first African-Americans to wear a WVU football unifonn. Afler playing on the freshman team, 
Alfortl lellered three varsity seasons and started the last lwo as an offensive gmmL He was named to the 1960-69 
All-Decade Team at WVU. 

In 1999, he was inducted postumously into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. 
He was the fourth Alford brother to atlend college nnd play football. His brother Bob co-captained the Kent State 

team in 1961. Roger earned four degrees from WVU. completing his studies for bachelor's, master's, physical 
therapy and dental degrees. He wns a dentist in Detroit when he died in I 996. 

Alfon..l was a starter in at least three memorable WVU games - the 63-48 win over Pitt in 1965; the 28-27 upset 
win over No. 9 Syracuse in 1964: and the 1964 indoor Liberty Bowl game vs. Utah in Atlantic City. 

Dick Tomlinson 

Roger Alford 

Dick Tom/i11s011 (Wheeling High School. Class of 1961 ). He was n 6-foot-5, 210-pound three-sport standout 
who was a rare two-year "Big." all-class, first learn All-State basketball honoree; state and OVAC track star with 
rare combination (shot put champion and top placer in 100-yard sprint); and football quarterback. He earned a 
basketball scholarship to the University of Florida and set a school game point record. 
At old Wheeling. High, he competed in basketball, foo1ball nnd track for three years and also gulf as a senior. 
In basketball, besides being a two~time "Bi{' all-class and Class AAA all-stater, he was twice captain of both the 
OVAC largest Class AAA and the five-school All-City honor rolls. He averaged 23 points a game both a<; a junior 
and senior - the top marks in the city and OVAC Class AAA. As a senior and team captnin. he led the Wildcats to 
sectional and regional titles and into the state tournament before bowing to Beckley Woodrow Wilson in the Class 
AAA semifinals. He earned All-Tournament honors. 
In track, the senior team capwin won the stnte one-class shot put (51-4 I /2) and placed 4th in the !()()-yard dash. He 
was second in the shot put as a junior. 
Tomlinson was All-Valley both in sprints and weights. At the OVAC meet, he won the shot put (51-5 318) and placed 
second in the 100 and third at 220 yards. 
In football. the rangy quarterback was team co-captain and team fvlVP as a senior. He earned All-City two years and 

Dick Tomlinson was selected captain as a senior. He rated mention on the AII-OVAC and All-State Class AAA two years. As a senior, 
he led the Wildcats to their fourth straight City title and 6-3-1 record including nn 18-14 upset of eventual state Class 

AAA champion Weir, the only loss for the Red Riders led by Kennedy Award winner and OVAC Hall of Farner Bob Kelley. 
At the University of Florida, after playing on the freshman basketball team, he started three varsity sea<;ons and played in 72 games with 863 points 
and 529 rebounds ,vhile shooting 49.2'7{, from the floor and 73.2% at the line. 
As njunior, he set Galorschool records wilh 44 points including 19 goals in a win over Tampa. The 44-points currently ranks No. 2 all-time in school 
history. As a senior, he averaged 12.9 points and 7. I rebounds. 

Gary Repella 
Gary Repella (Steubenville High School, C\a<;s of 1970). He enjoyed stellar careers in basketball, baseball and 

football for the Big Red. 
It was in hoops that led to a collegiate scholarship as Ohio State coaching legend Fred Taylor inked the talented 

6-3 guartl, one year after landing St. John Central star Allan Homyak. 
Repella helped lenJ Steubenville to a 23-1 mark as a senior as Big Red, under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck Watt, 

claimed the OVAC Class AAA championship. He averaged 18.1 points per game in becoming. the district player­
of-thc-ycar while being named first-team All-Ohio. 

Repella was a two-time All-Valley "Bi£ School .. and AII-OVAC honoree. He scored in double figures in every 
game as a senior for the well-bnlanced Big Red. He averaged 15 points per game as a junior. 

He was nlso a gem on the diamond, starting for three seasons. The slick-fielding second baseman helped 
S1eubenvil\e win the OVAC title in his senior sea.'.on of 1968 with a 1'2-7-1 mark. 

In his final campaign. he batted .357 on the strength of 35 hits while being nnmed first-tenm All-Valley. There 
was no AII-OVAC team at that time. 

Rcpella ,va5 selected to piny in the Ohio All-Star Game in Columbus, which also signified All-State honors. He 
was also a key perfonner for the S1eubenville Legion team which earned a berth in the state tournament in Athens. Gary Repella 

Repella was a two-year starter in football at Steubenville. As a senior, he directed the ground-oriented Big. Red 
ton 7-2-1 record, tying pmverhouse Massillon. He completed 30-of-64 passes for 517 yards and five TDs that fall. 

After graduating from S1eubenville High, Repella took his versatile talents to Columbus to piny basketball at OSU. 
TI1e NCAA had a rule in place prohibiting freshmen to play on the varsity squad. but Repella made the must of his time with !he Buckeyes' frosh, 

leading the team with a 19.2 scoring average. A back injury slowed his sophomore campaign when he started two games and played in 15. He tal­
lied 10 poinls in his first start that season against Butler. As a junior, he served as a backup to Homyak, a three-time first-team All-Big Ten honoree. 

Rcpella became a full-time starter as a senior, and he was second on the team with 59 assists while averaging 7.6 points a game, with a high 
game of 19 points. He played in 23 of 24 games and staned 19 as a two-gunrd. 

He still resides in Steubenville, serving the city for many years as law director. His daughter, Liz, was a 2,000-point hoop scorer for Big Red 
before sinning at WVU. 

7 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017 ;~: 
Scot Ma.fie 

Scot Majfe (Bellaire High School. Class of 1985). Be it footbnll, basketball or baseball, rvtaffe delivered in quality 
fashion for the Big Reds. 

Although equally productive in nll three sports, baseball was his linchpin. Afler his stellar Big Reds' diamond 
career. he matriculated to Ohio University where he played bai;eball three years for the Athens-based Bobcats, let­
tering twice. 

Maffe was a four-year letterwinner in baseball at Bellaire, earning a myriad of honors after establishing a host of 
school records. When he completed his Big Reds' career, he owned the following bnseball records: season at-bats 
(105), career singles (85)_ doubles in a game (3), triples in a game (2), RBI in a game (6), career runs (95), stolen 
bases inn game (4), season (33) and career (55); innings pitched season (76),career (202) and pitching wins season 
(12), career (26). 

He was a first-team all-OVAC. all-District and all-Valley honoree in all three spons as a senior. He was also 
selected to play in all three OVAC All-Star games. 

Maffe was a 1wo-year staner at quanerback for Coach John ivtagistro in football. He was special mention all-Ohio 
as a senior along ,vith first team all-Eastern Dislrict and a\1-OVAC He was also the Big Reds' captain. 

Maffe was a slick and savvy point guard for Coach Gene Ammirantc on the hardwood, earning honorable mention 
all-OVAC as a junior and first team honors as a senior. 

Scot Maffe 

The three-year hoop letterwinner was a second-learn all-Valley honoree as a junior. He enjoyed a banner senior campaign, earning first-team all­
OVAC, all-District and all-Valley honors while also being a special mention all-Ohio honoree. 

Maffe teaches at Beallsville High School.Maffe teaches at Beallsville High School. 

Chris .Tones 
Chris Jones (John Marshall High School, Class of 1982). Bob rvtontgomery has authored a legendary career as 

the longtime head baseball coach at John Marshall. In his four-plus decades at the Monarch helm. he has garnered 
nearly 900 wins, so when he says Chris Jones is the "best high school player I've coached," it has impact. The 
talented righthander, who also yielded a potent bat, has the st.us to bnck up that stutement. 

In his three years on the Monarchs' mound, Jones recorded an amazing 30-3 pitching mark. Two of his setbacks 
were shutout defeats. He helped JM capture three successive OVAC --lA titles ( 1980-82) while compiling a brilliant 
84-15-1 record. 

Jones staned his JM career on a high note, compiling a 9-0 pitching mark as a sophomore as Mon1gomery·s 
charges won an amazing 31 or 33 strtns. Jones was accorded second-team all-Valley's honors thal spring. 

He raised his level of play even more as a junior. dazzling both as a hurler nnd n hiller as JM compiled a stellar 
25-4 mark. At the plate, Jones led the valley with n smoking 500 batting average, going 46-of-92 with eight dou­
bles, six triples, three homers and 31 RBI while scoring 26 runs. As a pitcher, he won 10 of 11 decisions. striking 
out 122 in 78 innings of work. He hnd a miniscule 1.62 ERA while walking just 31 batters. He enmed first-team, 

Chris Jones nll-state, nil-Valley and all-OVAC plaudi1s that spring. 
Jones was just as dominating as a senior, helping JM gamer a 28-9-1 record. He struck out 171 batters in 97 innings 

of work. He was 11-2 on the mound with a 1.61 ERA. He bntted .393 with 4-1 hits and an Ohio Valley-leading eight 
home rnns. He knocked in 37 runs and scored 32 more. He blasted six triples and two doubles. 

He was named co-captain of the all-Valley learn while also being named first-team all-West Virginia, all-OVAC and nll-r-..·lountaineer League. 
Jones also sparkled on the gridiron as a senior, earning honorable mention nll-OVAC honors as a defensive back. 
The Ohio State University won the recruiting battle for the talented Momirch. Jones was in the Buckeyes' starting rotation a.,; a sophomore and 

junior, going 8-8 with 13-l slrikeouts. The Toronto Blue Jays drafted him in the fourth round after his junior year. He pitched sevens seasons in the 
minors, reaching the Class AAA level. 

.Tami Bendle 
Jami Bendle (Edison High School, Class of 1994). This fonner Wildcat ace was absolutely dominant in the pitch­

ing circle throughout her prep and collegiate careers. 
Her pitching stats were simply mind-boggling. Bendle finished with an 86-14 cnreer record. which was an Ohio 

Valley record al the time of her graduation. She worked 649 innings, while recording 780 strikeouts against just 
150 career walks. She allowed only 257 hits. Those stats certainly weren't hollow either, as they translated to three 
OVAC titles, three sectional crowns, three district titles and a pair of trips to the Ohio State Tournament. 

As a senior, which was the first year of !he Edison Local consolidation, Bendle's work in the circle helped the 
Wildcats reach the Division I regional tournament with a 29-0 record. She defeated Upper Arlington, while throw­
ing a no-hitter, in the semifinals. TI1eir quest for return trip to st.ate came up shon against Westerville South. 

During her junior season. Bendle guided Edison South to the Division II state final where it fell, 6-1. to 
Tallmadge. As a sophomore. Edison South advanced to the state semifinals behind Bendle 's right ann before foll~ 
ing to LaGrange Keystone. 4-2. 

Bendle's accomplishments didn't go unnoticed. She was named all-OVAC four times and twice earned confer­
ence player of the year. She was twice named to the first-team all-Ohio squad and once to the second-tenm all-
state unit. She was a four-time all-Eastern District pick and four-year member of the all River Valley League team. Jami Bendle 

Bendle's prep prominence earned her the right to pitch :it the Division I level. She attended East Carolina 
University, helping the Pirates to win three consecutive Big South titles, She was first-team all-Big South as a junior and second-team as a senior. 

While earning four le11ers at ECL:, Bendle led the team in wins and strikeouts for three strnight sensons. She had 27 victories in 1997 and also 
had 32 complete games that se11son. She finished at ECU ranked second in school history in games pitched (136), games staned (118). complete 
games (92). innings pitched (755), strikeouts (328i, wins (79) and shutouts (27), She compiled a 1.86 earned run average, which ranked fourth in 
school history. Also a standout in the classroom. Bendle earned Academic All-American district honors in 1998. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017 ·S· 
Mike Snivelv 

• 
Mike St1frcly (River High School, Clnss of 1992). There wasn't a spon or season where-this fonner Pilot didn't 

leave a lasting mark ns he earned ,1ll-swte status in three sports. 
Playing for his father and fellow OVAC Hall of Farner, Terry, in football, Snively finished his career with 5,192 

yards nnd -U touchdowns. As n senior, he threw for 2,153 of those yards and 16 touchdowns. He also handled the 
kicking and punting duties, posting 11 PATs and a punting: average of 36.3 yards. 

During his junior season. he passed for 1,639 yards and 11 touchdowns. He also had 33 tackles from his safety 
spot thut season. 

During his career, Snively was named first-team nll-Ohio as a senior rrnd second-team as a junior. He \Vas also 
first-team nll~OVAC, all-Eastern District and all-Valley. He was also nn all-district pick as a sophomore as well. 

Snively played in the OVAC All-Star Game where he was voted a tenm captain. 
When the winter rolled around. Snively didn't slow dO\vn. On the basketball court, he scored 1,415 points and 

knocked down 214 career three-point goals, which was an Ohio Valley record when he graduated. As a senior. 
Snively led the Ohio Valley wilh 74 three-point goals. He scored 514 points during his senior season en route to 
thinJ-1eam all-Ohio, first-tenm nll-Eastem District. all-Vnlley, all-District 12 and all-OVAC co-captaincy. 

As a junior, Snively poured in 22.4 points a contest to go along ,vith 7.1 rebounds, three assists and 2.3 steals. Mike Snively 
He connected on 71 three-point goals that senson en route to honorable mention all-Ohio, first-team nll-Ea<item 
District, a\1-OVAC nnd all-Valley. 

As n sophomore, Snively scored 17.9 points a game and had an outing where he knocked in JO bonus goals. which is stHI a River High record. 
In the spring. Snively shined at shortstop nrnJ pitcher for the Pilots. He finished his career as a .377 hitter with 97 hits, 64 RBI and seven home 

nms. As a senior, Snively batted .617, which was an OVAC record at the time. He posted a 5-3 record on the mound with a 1.63 earned nm average. 
He strnck out 30 and walked IO in 51 innings of work. 

Snively was a first-team all-state selection as a senior and plnyed in the prestigious Mizuno All-Stnr Game. He was the OVAC Clnss 3A Player 
of the Year along with all-Eastern District, all-Valley and all-EOBL. He batted .409 as a junior was all-OVAC. all-Eastern District nnd all-EOBL. 

After his prep career. Snively attended Glenville State College to piny football and basketball. He later coached at Glenville and was the interim 
head basketball coach nt Bluefield State College where he wa<i the youngest head coach in the NCAA at 24 yenrs old. He also coached women's 
basketball, women's tennis and soflball at Bluefield. 

Nate Davis 
Nate Daris (Bellaire High School, Class of 2006) -- It didn't matter the sport or season because this fnnner Big 

Reds' standout just got it done. 
A four-year lettemrnn in basketball and a three-year lettennan in football, Davis re-wrote the Big Reds record 

books in both sports. 
As a basketball player, Davis did it both on the inside and outside for Gene Ammirante's teum. After helping 

to get the Big Reds to the OHSAA Division Ill State Toumnment in 2004, Davis led the Big Reds back to the 
regional in 2005 and to nn undefented regular season in 2006. 

He finished his prep career with 2,562 points, which ranks ninth in Ohio history. Davis did much more lhan 
score the ball, however, as he also grabbed 1,175 rebounds, which ranks seventh in the Buckeye State, and he 
passed out more than 500 assists. 

During his senior campaign, Davis averaged 38.9 points a contest en route to firs1-te1.1m all-Ohio accolades. He 
was a finalist for Mr. Basketball nnd was the Eustem District, District 12 and OVAC Clnss 3A player of the year. He 
took part in both the Ohio North-South and Ohio-Kentucky All-Star games. 

On the football field, Davis w.is just as impressive for Coach John Magistro's team. 
Nate Davis In his career, Davis completed 454-of-925 passes for 7 J45 yards and 81 touchdowns. As a sophomore, Davis 

guided the Big Reds to the Division IV state semifinals, throwing for 2,296 yards and 22 touchdowns. 
1l1e Big Reds rernmed to the state semifinals in 2005 when Davis passed for 2.740 yards and 35 touchdowns. 
Davis was Ohio's Division IV Offensive Player of the Yeur as a senior. He wns a firsHeam all-Ohioan as both a junior and senior and earned 

second-team accolades as a sophomore. He ,vas first-team all-OVAC three times and IOok part in both the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star 
games. 

Along with his football nnd basketball prowess, Davis also lettered in baseball. He helped lead the Big Reds to the regional championship in 2003 
when he was the club ·s every day catcher. 

As a senior, Davis went out for track ;.md won the OVAC discus title with a toss of 140 ft., 9 in. 
Davis inked a scholarship to Ball State University nnd won the starting quarterback job as a trne freshmnn. All told, he spent three seasons as lhe 

Cardinals' starting quarterback before announcing he'd forego his senior senson to enter the NFL Draft. 
At Ball Stnle, Davis passed for 9,233 yards and 74 touchdowns.He was named the Mid American Conference's Offensive Player of the Year in 

2008 and a first-tenm all-MAC selection. He was a finalist for the Manning Award and also the Ball State team rv1VP both IL<i a sophomore and 
junior. 

As u junior, he led the Cardinals to a 12-0 record and berth in the MAC Championship Game. 
After opting to enter the draft. Davis was selected in the fifth round by the San Francisco 49ers. He made the team as a rookie. He \V.L<i released 

and laler signed to the team's practice sqund in 2010. He also signed contracts with the Colts und Senhawk.<i, but has spent the last several seasons 
in an indoor league in Te.,;:ns, playing for the Amarillo Venom. 

Davis becomes the second member of his family to reach the Hall of Fame. His brother. Jose, was inducted in 2007. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017 r$ 
April Rotilio 

April Rotilio (St. John Central High School, Class of 2006). Speed was the name of the game for this fonner Lady 
Irish track and field standout. 

Rotilio is one of the area's most decorated track and field competitors. having compiled a whopping 12 mednls 
as the OHSAA state meet. 

The premier event in Rotilio's career was the ,.tQ0-meter dash. She placed four times at the state meet, including 
earning gold ns both a junior and senior. As a senior, she needed a furious kick in the final 100 meters to win the 
title in a school-record time of 56.09. Along with the two golds, Rotilio also earned n silver in the lnp dash in 200--1 
and a fourth place in 2003. 

Her speed was limited to the 400, however. She was l\vice a bronze medalist in the 100-meter dash and once a 
bronze medalist in the 200. 

She briefly owned the Division III state record in the 200 when she won 1he OVAC title in 24.87. She owns the 
SJC record ( 12.12) in the I 00 meters. 

Rotilio's third state title came when she anchored the 4x200-meter team in 2006. 
Along with her state prowess, Rotilio set the regional record in the 400 and also won 11 OVAC event titles as she 

led her teams to four consecutive conference championships. ll1e Lady Irish finished as Division Ill state runner-up April Rotilio 
twice during her career. 

Along with the outdoor success she enjoyed. Rotilio was the 400-meler indoor state runner-up in 2006. After her 
prep career, Rotilio competed al West Virginin University, earning all-American honors twice during the indoor 
campaign. She was a member of the tvlountaineers' distance medley relay, which achieved the honor at the nationals along with a 4x4 team that 
scored in the NCAA Championship Meet. 

As an individual with the Mountaineers. Rotllio still owns a pair of school records. She set the indoor and outdoor 400 benchmarks of 54.29 and 
52.71, respectively. 

Rotilio also earned Academic All-American honors during her career in Morgantown. 
Before concentrating fully on track at St. John, Rotilio lettered twice in basketball. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2017 

George 
Cheroke 

Frank 
Gilliam 

Harry 
Diehl 

Tom 
Harp 

Ed 
Oliver 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

George Cheroke (Shadyside High School, Class of 19--1--0). He was a foo!ball and wrcslling slandout for the Tigers, which produced lhc area's fil=it wrt.--stling (X}WCr 

under coach Art Kirkl:md. The four-year grappler won !he onc-da.\s Ohio heavyweight title m 19-10 after capturing the ]9J9 crown m 165 pounds. As a sophomore, 
he placed third al l .'i-1 pounds.ll1c Tigers placed ~cwnd IO Cleveland John Hay, 21-20, for 19-10 team laurels ancr Shadyside dcfcaled John Hay in a dual meet earlier. 

Chemkc, nicknamed Chief, also was a stellar 5-foo[-9, 185-pound football guan.l.1l1e three-yc..tT griddcr and l\\'O--lime learn captain earned All-Valley honors as a two­
w;iy slilltdout. llie Tigers went 9-1 and 7-'2-1 during his final two seasons. 

He enrolled at Ohio State University 10 compc1c in hoth foot hall and \\TCSlling. Pl.lying for coach Paul Bmwn on 6-1-1 record team. the sophomore moved into starling 
lineup in fifth game after a teamma1c·s injury. He left OSU before 1942 5eason lo sen'c in the Air Force during World War II. 

Afler his discharge in 19-16, he again oplctl to play for Paul Brown, who was slarting the Cleveland Browns in the first year of lhc AII-Americ.in Conference. Chcroke 
played in 12 games for the 13-2 record Browns. who defeated New York, 14-9 in the champiomhip game. After one SCil..',0ll, he re-enlisted in the Am1y for a 20--year career, 
retiring- in 1965 to enter business in California. He passed away in 1986. 

Harry Diehl (Mt. Murris. Pa. Hi_gh School, Class of 1952). When he joined the Stamon High u1hlc1ic pmgrnm in 1960 as head basketball coach and assistanl coach, 
there was no trnck pmg:rnm, so he guided the 1% I and 1%2 haskethall teams to unbeaten regular seasons and overall 19-1 and n-1 recortls. 

In 1963, without a home tr.ick, he s.1ar1ed 1he Stanton hoys· track program anti competed in the Indian League al r-.•1ingo. Four years later, lhe first all-wealher !rack in 
1he Ohio Valley was installed at Stanton and the Indian League mo\'ed its meeL~ from lhe Mingo cinder track to Stanton. Diehl's teams then reeled off 75 consecutive dual 
meel wins, reportedly an Ohio Valley rcconJ, from 1967-76 as Stamon fielded one of the most dominant small school tr.ick programs in the area. O1her teams in !he Indian 
League included Mingo. Jefferson Union, Toronto, Cadiz, Springfield, Uni1cd Local and Beaver Local. 

Stanton won multiple Ohio districl titles, two Cla.<,s. A regional crowns. and competed in state e\'ents. While no first places were recon.Jed, sophomol"I! s.printer Bob 
Haugh1. who signed a Uni\"er:sity of Alabama football scholarship. posted the slate's fastest 440-yan.1 Cla.~s A lime in 1970 before placing second at the state meet. OVAC 
Hall of Famer Blaine Rose also compeled for Diehl, who ran ,rack and cruss country at West Virginia U. 

Stanton joined 1he OVAC in 1981 and Diehl's team.~ won Class A litles in 1983 and 1986, his final year at the helm. 
Diehl also sen·ed as an assistan1 football coach including the 9-0 record 1966 team with head coach Glenn Trout. 
Diehl recei\'ed SC\'eral awan.ls hefore retiring in 1986, including the second Robert McKelvcy Award from the lipper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. in 1976 and the Cal 

Giffin Award from the OVAC in 1993. 
He resides in Bovnlon Beach, Fla. 
Frank Gi/lia,ir (Steubenville High Schrx1l, Class of 1952). He, and charter OVAC Legend honoree Calvin Jones, led Big Red to it..s most succe-s.sful foolball-lxiys' has­

kcthal\ year ( 1951-5'2) in history. The court team is the winningest (28-1) in Big Red his1ory \\ilh an unbeaten regular sca.s;on followed hy eighl post-season wins in Ohio·s 
l:J.JEes.t Class A sectional, district and regional tournaments plus wins over Toledo Cemml Ca1ho!k and Akron North in the state event. Big Red howcd to Middletown, 
63-53, in lhe finals. Gilliam was team cap!Uin. 

The 1()5 J Big Red football team went 9-1, losing only lo ~fassilton \ 13-6) anti muting Canion McKinley (63-6) before being ranked No. '2 hd1ind Massillon in the final 
AP slale poll. 

Gilliam, nicknamed Shag, wa.~ a 1wo-wuy end who earned third team largesl class All-Ohio plus All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors. He played in lhe W.Va.-Ohio 
All-Star Game. 

He lettered three years in basketball and two each in football uml hil..',cball. Tiie baseball !cam went 16-J liis junior yc.1r. 
The University of Iowa recruited Jones, Gilliam and running back Eddie Vincen1 and the threes-ome were called the "S{eubcnville Trio" by Iowa mediu. Gilliam was 

u 1Jm:c,ycar star1er at end including ;:i sophomore season when the Hawke.yes tied Notre Dame, 14-14, and ranked No. 9 nationally. He sat 0111 the 1955 season wilh a 
broken leg and returned in 1956 as Iowa went <J-1 to win 1he Big Ten title and u first-ever lrip to 1he Rose Bowl, beating Oregon State. J)- IQ. Gilliam wa.~ All-Big Ten 
and second team All-American. 

In 1989, for Iowa's l{Xl1h football anniversary fete, fons ::.elected Gilliam (and Jones) lo an All"Timc Iowa learn. 
Gilliam was drafted in the seventh NFL round.by 1hc Green Bay Packers, hut opted lo follow Jones to the Canadian foothall League. He played three seasons at Winniix:g 

before becoming an assistanl coach (1966--70) at Iowa. He then joined lhc Minnesota Vikings for a 36-year career in scouting and personnel. 
He resides in Windennerc, Fla, 
Tom Harp (Bumcsdllc High School, Class of 1945). A Shamrock foolball and baskelball standout and college athlete who later made his mark in the coaching world. 
A four-year guar1erhack and fullback in foothall, he was a three-year ba~kethall slnndou1 who helped the Shamrocks IO won-los1 records of 18----l, 16-6 and 16-4 and 

ti lies in the East Ohio Athletic League. He was selected All-Conference his las! two years. 
He was rccrui1ed by Hall of Fame coach Sid Gillman 10 play foolball al Miami of Ohio and lettered as a freshman fullback before he was drafted into mililary sen·ice 

for two years with the Navy. 
Returning home in 1948, he enrolled at Muskingum College and played 4uur1erbad: and fullback on twn Ohio All1letk Conference title tc;ims in 1949-50. 
After graduation, he turned to coaching and became head coach at Canulllon High from 1951-53 with a 20-h- I record. He became one of o\'cr IIXI co;ichcs 10 apply 

for the vncant Ma.~sillon Washington High head coaching job and landed the joh vacated by Brillian! native Chuck Malher, who compiled a 57-3 record before opting for 
University of Kans.as job. Harp coached rvta.~sillon two years to 17-2-1 record and the state No. I and No. 2 rankings by The Associated Press. 

He then joined the college ranks as backfield coach at Anny before a 15-ycar s1in1 ( 1961-77) a.,, head n);Jch at three colleges- Cornell, Duke and Indiana Stale.11,e 1()58 
Arm::i;- team, led br Hcisman Trophy winner Pelc Dawkins, was rnnked No, 3 in the nation. 

Ed O/frer (EUst Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). Regan.Jed by some veteran Potter obsern::rs as the best all-rnu11d prep player al the school, he was a statewide 
honoree on brnh sides of the hall as a threc-ye.ir regular. TI1e nmner, passer, placekicker, punter, linebacker and defensive hack was a first team All-Ohio linebacker pick 
hy The AP as a senior aflcr rating second team AH-Ohio defensive hack honors as u junior. ll1c UPI sclcc1cd him u first team All·Ohio ofTensi\"e back as a senior. 

llie Potters went 9-Q... I in 1952 and 8-2 in 1951 as Oli\"cr wa.~ the learn leading rusher and scorer. 111c program only pro<luced one pre\'ious nine-win season. 
He wa.s also the lcudim: basketball 1eam scorer as a senior and lcuered in ha.c;ehall. 
Awarded .i foothall sclhilars.hip to 1he University of Miami (Fla.), he was a lhrec-ycar lc1tern1an al mnning back. As a senior on an 8-1-1 record team r.ml,;cd 6th in the 

nalional AP Poll, he was second on the team in rushing and scoring. 
After grndualion, he coached in !he high school ranks, He is dccca.~ed. 
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The OVAC 
Hall of Fame Conzmittee 

congratulates 

Mickey Duffy 
as the Denny Magruder 

Distinguished Service Award 
recipient for 2017 

A 1955 graduate of Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Duffy coached 
several sports over a 30-year career at his alma mater and sen,ed as the school's athletic director. 

He was the Class AA representative 011 the OVAC Executive Board and 
assisted with the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament for many years. 

Past winners of the award: 
Denny Magmder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), 

Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling (2012), Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), 
WesBanco Maintenance Staff (2014), Ohio University Eastern (2015), 

Oglebay Park/Wheeling Park Commission (2016) 

©@OO@lfil~ 'rrU!J~~ 'rrll@OO® 
@W ~© 00~~~ @W W ~OOJE ©~~®® @W ~@llD7 

r. Nationwide., 
is on your side 

~ 

Fahey-Leavitt Insurance Agency 
G. Michael Fahey, Agent 

1-304-242-8840 
1203 Mount DeChantal Rd, Wheeling, WV 26003 

Home - Auto - Life - Business 
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Ap,il Rolilio Cont,a9ae,,o 
Congratulations on being inducted 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2017 

Love, 
Tom 

congratulations MotntnY 
We are SO proud Of YOU!!! 

, . . :II 
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EPELLA 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 

Congratulations to the 2017 
Hall ofF ame Inductees 

RepeIJa ConsultingEngmeei:s,Inc. 
8871SouthRidgdineBlvd.,Suire 140 
HigblandsRanch,Colorado 80129 

Phone: (303)471-1900 

~.repe1laconsu1t.~ 
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Love/ 
The Bordas Family 
Jamie, Stacy, 

Alexis, Jay, Luke, .Matt and Nick 
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Be 

Congratulations Pad., we are proud of you! 
Love, ttya11, Nicole, ~era, Alisha, &alley, 

Xattder, Zoey, Ella attd 0-wett 
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April Rotilio 
Contraguerro 

Congratulations on your success and achievements! 
We are SO proud of you! 

You were an inspiration on the track 
and an inspiration to all of us off the track as well! 

We love you! 

Love, 
Rachel, Ryan, Jeremy, Sarah, 

Rya, izabella, Cecilia 
Leah, Kaylee & Dominic 

Congratulations April! 

Bridgeport, Ohio 

Gordie Langshaw 
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The 
Wheeling Central Catholic 

High School 
honors 

Bill Gompers 
( Class of 1945) 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Inductee 2017 
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FromBHS 
to the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Barnesville's own 
Roger Sowers 

Congratulations 
from the Barnesville Booster Club 

and the Barnesville Athletic Department 
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~ 

__MOUNTAIN RIVER__ 
-PHYSICAL THERAPY-

"Experience 1l1e Difference" 

We would like to congratulate 
April Contraguerro 

for her selection 
to the OVAC Hall of Fame 

MRPT has convenient locations throughout the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference: 

Parkersburg/ Vienna/ New Martinsville/ Wheeling I 
Elm Grove YMCA/ Wellsburg/ St. Clairsville 

www.mountainriverpt.com 

Congratulations April! 

- Bober, Miel1le, and the Hitnmelrick families 
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Congratulations 

George Cheroke 
Shadyside High 

OVAC 'Legend' honoree 

Mickey Duffy 
Distinguished Service 

Award Recipient 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling 
Coaches' Association 

salutes and thanks you 
for your contribution 

to the sport of wrestling 
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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Congratulations April 
2017 OVAC Hall of Fame 

\ 
_\ 

We are so proud of you! 

Love, 

Bob & Jody 
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April Rotilio 
and the entire OVAC 

Hall of Fame Class of 2017 

DIRECT ONLINE 
MARKETING 

Prernier C!oog,e Par1ner prouo,v provioir1g 
9earon Engine Op1::irnizaiion_ Paio 9ea,on_ 

9ooia, Ueoia_ ano Reta1geiir1g oigira, rna1 tL:eung 
se1vioes to Onio Va .. e,/ ousir1esses sinoe Q006 

800.979.3177 I DIRECTOM.COM 
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Sm11 never m a lled Pil 
YIU have now lowered ur anchor ii • 

OIAC 111111 fame. 

You are Iha pride DI Iha PIIDISill 
vour 1am11v., and vour friends. 

Conuratulatlons Mlkal 
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Steubenville 
High School 

congratulates 

Gary Repella 
(Class of 1970) 

2017 OVAC 
Hall of Fame Inductee 

Roll Red Roll!!! 
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Frank Gilliam 
(Class of 1970) 

2017 OVAC 
'Legend' Honoree 

,r-------..... 

[
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.~ 
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Congratulations 

Fighting for Jusp~e • 
On a Local, Regional, and Natit>11-1l Level. 

• Wrongful Death 
• Nursing Home Injuries 
• Mesothelloma 
• Oil and Gas Rights and Injuries 

• • Insurance Misconduct •. • 
.• MtK!lcai Malp~actlce • 

• ·Bank/Lend~l'Misconduct 
· . • Drilllng Site lnj~ries • • • 

• Explosions • • 

• Defective Products 
• . • Occupational Exposur:es 
• Truck/Auto/ATV Accidents • 
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Congratulations 

Jeff Harrison 
for your induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
and for your involvement 

in the conference for nearly four decades 

Love, Your Family 
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April Rotilio Contraguerro 
Congratulations on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

St. John Central 
Records and Honors 

100 meter 12.12 
200 meter 24.78 
400 meter 56.09 
4x4 team 4:07.37 

Three time Ohio State Champion 
12 overall state medals 

Dapper Dan Athlete of the Year 2006 
Eastern Ohio Athlete of the Year 04, 05, 06 

West Virginia University 
Records and Honors 

400 meter indoor 54.29 
400 meter outdoor 52.71 

DMR Team 11:05.12 
2011 400 meter Big East Champion 

3 time All-American 
Big East Academic All-Star 

Athletic Directors Academic Honor Roll 
USTFCCA All Academic Team 

CoSIDA Capital One Academic All-American Honors 

You always make us prou 
Love, Dad, Mom and your Family 
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FromBHS 
to selection as an OVAC 'Legend' 

Barnesville's own 
Tom Harp 

Congratulations 
from the Barnesville Booster Club 

and the Barnesville Athletic Department 
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Great Job April 
2017 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
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Love, 
Bobby & Kim 

Josh & Lindsey 
Stacy & Jamie 



Buckeye Trail 
High School 

would like to congratulate 
the family of coaching legend 

Terry Leggett 
for his induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

VA 

V ~ VAlt{,t;. 

~ ¾• 

r~ ~ 
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gas services company 
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A Great Accomplishment 

April Rotilio Contraguerro 

2017 OVAC Hall of Fame 

From Frank Carolla & Staff 

34 



The East Central Ohio 
Officials Association 

honors the family ,--E-AST-CENT-.RAL-OH-10 
OFFICIALS ASSOC. 

of long-time 
basketball official 

Roger Sowers 

for his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

TIIE §IIAPY§/PE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
§ALIJTEg Tll/g YEARtg OIIAC 

r/ll 
,,,--:--;:i INPUCT££g ~ ~ 

--~ , IJEORIJE CIIEROKE if -·~ / ~\ 
~=? BUTCH JOg£PII =.,,_"c~ 

- -

PROUD OF OUR TIGERS! 
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2017 OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

April Rotilio Contraguerro 

Well done! from your friends at 

anhandle 
CLEANING & RESTORATION 
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We are all so proud of even;thinq lJOU 

have accomplished. 

37 

f!ove, 

Dad 

Mom 8Rustlj 

Brianne, Will, Bradlj, 8 Tenlelj 

Jesse, Oreg, 8 Teaqan 



congratulations Aunt April 

'"' .... , ,, 
•. \ . 
: ,, 

I ' I 

Love, 
Alexis, JaY, Luke, Matt, Nick, 

"RYan, Laken, Charlie, 
4' Mason 
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-Shoplt/-
Hottywood City Center 

740-264-7711 

Congratulations Big Man!!! 
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Congratulations April! 
2017 OVAC Hall of Faine 

From, Paul & Amy Joanou 

Congratulations 

April Rotilio Contraguerro 
a well-deserved champion 

-Bernie & Tarey Bernhard 
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OVAC 
HALL OF FAME 

Pare Cala11tell 

*
W L T 
196 - 102 - 1 

* 
Coached 
Football 33 
years. 

* 7xPVC 
Champs 

*Bx State 
Playoff 

*
5x River Valley 

Conference 
Champs 

* 6XOVAC 
Champs 

We are proud of you! 
Love, your siblings: 

'/c,iek & "Btto1 l}aniett & "BtJ61 

'l,im & /)tJ'tett1 'l,im & '7>tt61 

~- an~ 'l,tJn't ~ 
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congratulates 

Nearly four decades covering the youth 
of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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Congratulations 
Mickey Duffy 
for receiving 

the 2017 
Dennis Magruder 

Distinguished Service 
Award 

Wife - Linda 
Son - Michael 

Daughter - Allison 
Daughter-in-Law - Staci 

Future Son-in-Law - Brent 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Congratulations April!!! 

From the Seamon Family 
Tom, Beth, Kyle, & Cole 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
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Way to go April! 

Love, 

Uncle Mike & Aunt Tina 

T,THE DAILY & SuHM't 
'-'EFFERSONIAN 

congratulates 
The OVAC Hall Of Fame 

Class of 2017 

especially local inductees 

Coach Terrv Leggett 
(Buckeye Trail High Schoon 

Official Roger Sowers 
(Roseville High Schoon 

Spons Edilor Jeff Harrison 
lManins Ferrv High School/ 

The Daily Jeffersonianl 

and 'Legend' 
Tom Harp 

[Barnesville High Schoon 



The Bellaire High School 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2017 inductees 

'Butch' 
Joseph 

BHS Class of 1963 

Scot 
Maffe 

BHS Class of 1985 
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Nate 
Davis 

BHS Class of 2006 



Con8ratu(ations 'Ayri( on your 
induction into the Ma(( ef 'Famel 
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Co~gratu.l~tJons 

Aprtl Rottlto Contragu.erro 

St. John Central 
Class of 2006 

From St.John Central 
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Congratulations 
Mike Snively 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
We are very proud of you! 

Love, 
Your Family 
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11111111111111111111111111 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

APril 
Congratulations We are very Proud 

APril! of YOU! 

Mike11 Megan 
and Cece Caruso 
Congratulations 

Your friends11 
Lvnn~ Kitty~ 

Theresa & Billie Jo 
Johnston 

11111111111111111111111111 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

RODAN 

CON~RATULATIONS to--~ 

TEAM /Vl 

APRIL CONTR ERRO 

Katrina Bonar, Arica Holt, Krenn a Allender, Sarah Rolilio, Amy LaHood, Lyndsey Pali an & Nancy Haynes 
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Wheeling Park High School 

co11gratulates 

Dick Tomlinson 
Wheeling High Sc/1001 

Class of 1961 

for liis i11duction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Congratulations 

Uncle Bill 

The Gompers Clan of Wheeling 
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Congratulations 
Terry 'Mike' Snively 

on a very deserving honor 
~___.,-----,, 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
(:~Embarks on 75th Year~ 
-~1itctf, ~l[~~ 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in l 943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra­
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 5 I schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than I 0,000 athletes 
in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Barnesville 
Beallsville 
Beaver Local 
Bellaire 
Bridgeport 
Brooke 
Buckeye Local 
Buckeye Trail 
Caldwell 
Camb1idge 
Cameron 
Clay-Battelle 
Conotton Valley 
Crestview 
East Liverpool 
East Richland Christian 
Edison 

Fort Frye 
Frontier 
Han-ison Central 
Hundred 
Indian Creek 
John Marshall 
Linsly 
Magnolia 
Martins Fen-y 
Meadowbrook 
Monroe Central 
Morgantown 
Oak Glen 
Paden City 
Parkersburg South 
River 
Shadyside 

Shenandoah 
Southern Local 
St. Clairsville 
St. John Central 
Steubenville 
Steubenville Catholic Central 
Toronto 
Trinity Christian 
Union Local 
University 
Valley 
Warren Local 
Weir 
Weirton Madonna 
Wellsville 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Wheeling Park 



,cz('Ul2:.i 
/~~\ Be sure to visit ~ffl~ 

the OVAC Hall of Fame display~"~' 
and OVAC Museum 

located inside WesBanco Arena 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
1JW?" Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012) 
Ken Alessi ( Class of 2004) 
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013) 
Zach Amedro (Class of 2016) 
Gene Ammirantc (Class of 2012) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy ( Class of 2007) 
Kim Augur (Class of 2016) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Jodi Bates (Class of 2016) 
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011) 
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (Class of 2012) 
Eddie Becker (Class of 2016) 
Nick Bedwav ( Class of 2007) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Class of 2015) 
David Bertolino (Class of 2014) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Stan Blankenship (Class of 2016) 
Rick Boron (Class of 2011) 
Stan Boroski (Class of 2014) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014) 
Jim Brown (Class of 2013) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010) 
Bill Brubaker (Class or 2014) 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Burgy ( Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton ( Class of 2005) 
Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (Class or 2012) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008) 
Willie Clay (Class of 2011) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011) 
Rick Coles (Class of2014) 
James Companion (Class of 2014) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013) 
Andy Cross (Class of 2016) 
Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009) 
Bill Davies (Class or 2010) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class or 2007) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
C.R. 'Dick' Dei (Class of 2011) 
Dave Delande (Class of 2016) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010) 
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011) 
Charles 'Red' Donley (Class of 2012) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014) 
Larrv Duck (Class of 2010) 
Clyde Eads (Class of 2015) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Amber Ellison (Class of 2012) 
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Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzv' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
David 'Ty' Fleming (Class or 2015) 
Don Fleming ( Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford ( Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford ( Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti ( Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio (Class of 2005) 
Rich 'Hoot' Gibson (Class of 2013) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Class of 2013) 
Gordon Gordon (Class of 2014) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Neil Habig (Class of 2016) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Class of 2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010) 
Jay Handlan (Class of 2016) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
T ,J. Hannig (Class of 2011) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008) 
Ari Hehr (Class of 2012) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Brittany Hocker (Class of 2015) 
Paul Hoowr (Class of 2015) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
John Howell (Class of 2013) 
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012 
Chuck Howlev ( Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Ciass of 2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Karrie Hutchins (Class of 2014) 
Jennifer Hyland (Class of 2(M)7) 
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014) 
Alan Jack (Class of 2014) 
Bob Jeter (Class of 2011) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Rod Johnson (Class of 2015) 
Henry Josel'czyk (Class of 2010) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012) 
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015) 
Tom Keane ( Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan ( Class of 2009) 
George Kellas (Class of 2015) 
Jim Kerr (Class of 2014) 
Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012) 
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008) 
John Kirker (Class of 2011) 
Bob Koch (Class of 2016) 
George Kornlick (Class of 2004) 



OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Mike Kornlick (Class of' 2008) 
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Kle\'ins (Class of 2007) 
Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Class of 2015) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Daw Linn (Class of 2016) 
Larry Marmie (Class of 2013) 
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015) 
Joe Maroon (Class of 2012) 
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011) 
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011) 
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013) 
Mike McLeod (Class of 2015) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Craig Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Pat Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009) 
Harry 'Moo' Moore (Class of 2013) 
James 'Junior' Moore (Class of 2014) 
Jimmy Mountain (Class of 2016) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
Rob Munn (Class of 2016) 
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Linda Myers (Class of 2015) 
Rick Nau (Class of 2015) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
John Nese (Class of 2016) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Ed Pastilong (Class of 2015) 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011) 
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Jim Potts (Class of 2014) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of 21K14r 
Duane Powell (Class of 2015) 
Matt Powell (Class of 2016) 
Peri Powell (Class of 2013) 
Jack Prettyman (Class of 2014) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie (Class of 2004) 
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of 2013) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
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Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Paul Rickards (Class of 2014) 
Hoh RieYes (Class of 2008) 
Hoh Roe (Class of 2014) 
Blaine Rose (Class of 2013) 
Kyle Rose (Class of 20IO) 
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Mike Smith (Class of 2014) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Terry SniYely ( Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012) 
Chris Starr (Class of 2012) 
.Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 2013) 
Dan Stephens (Class of 2014) 
John Stephenson (Class of 2010) 
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012) 
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Kelly Swierkos (Class of 2015) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015) 
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013) 
Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015) 
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Jim Thomas (Class of 20013) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 
Richard 'Dick'Timmes (Class of201I) 
Janis Trupomieks (Class of 2015) 
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013) 
Kacie Vavrek (Class of 2016) 
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011) 
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012) 
John Vrolsos (Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Class of 2010) 
Alex Welker (Class of 2012) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Tom West (Class of 2016) 
Ben Wiley (Class of 2016) 
Denyer Williams (Class of 2012) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams (Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006) 
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011) 
Otis Winston (Class of 2009) 
Jim Wood (Class of 2016) 
Jim Woofter (Class of 2016) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008) 
Don Zinni (Class of 2013) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored /Jy Robinson Allio Group 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. \\1ilson 1\rlurray (Offidnl) 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
(Athlete• JIJ70sl 

SC(\\llll 

;:\l-1i,ne hish 
Fon.I\ name ;rho ;1ppear, m 1!:c 0115,\A a<:c·ord l¾><.1h in :h~ fni);w,in~ <.\ll~[C\1rirs 

28~frtc·1hrn11,mad~ a\l-inne,W7t,c~ thi,m,rnJdcin 
;1 ,;;m:c, (1'/R9-<J.1)_ fo,r 
all-lime 

honnr,: '>tntd /h 311 ;,<,1111:ml C'Pdch al Ken! S!Jie 

Class 
of 

2005 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

\folttr lfdl I !k!lant' 
OIH" v,,llc:, officii:in.~ 

\Valtcr Heil tnmrinM 
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A,1,mwl 11,,,,,,h,1llotlid;ih ;m(l "a' 

role nf rommi1,ii,nn "f h<>ih ha,tr1h;ill .iml h>>1t­
he hclS frpm 19f,'i-7H 

\\';di of Lime Jnd 1he l'N!! 11;"cipiem nf tiw 

59 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete - 193\)s) 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
.Joey Galloway 

Class 
of 

2006 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 
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ivlatt Gaudio {Athlete· 199\ls) 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
\VcndJ' Baker u1hll'tc - 11,so~) 

\\'emly /la Arr I f'.;M 

Class 
of 

2007 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coaches) 

Bn '"" ~ "'"' rn.\-1crn11 dk1>nkn•~,-~ stke'li<'~ <ls",..,,;,., for1he 
!,,kC"m1w;,h:, h,O' nW,,l13n;d b,, r~b\Hrrhhip "ith West Lib<c'1). 

W"-+,1llldm 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Ath!e1c. 197ibl 

Class 
of 

2008 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 
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Me111orabilia 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation·s largest 

high school conference with 52 member schools. has estab­
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek­
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies. photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
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lk tcmd :1 (noib:,E ,.;i,,;L\r,bp '" PmC:~e 

lnd•lrnd1-arle1 "l,;)e ;, •<'f\h "1 
a1 He 

llu1fa!n B!lh 
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[91'i). Ont <>1 !lw mo<! lwnnrn( 
Hi;:h, ht 11,1m·d in f"1>n!bJIL \ns-

!n \l;i1k1k:J tw ""' fa,1 \tam Jll-d,is, ,\]I. W~\! y;,~,,,;~ ~•.:, ,en;nr and \\as a tc1n­
!imt AH-0\AC 1wd All-Ci1: fiN teem ,dn·1i,m. lit \rnrtd !5$ pnim, p·:r i;:m1e 4; ,:,_ 
ju11;'1r ,rnJ :2-l .. 1 ptT nu tin.~ ~, a ,rn:w 

_,\,, d Wd,k~t ,tmx m t<J.~',. tht h-fm,H, ctm,·r 1.,11 1.ht an;;h«r d tht fin~I !Earn ,·,,;.1ch,·,t bJ OVA.( 

ln tr,Kk. he mm mo ,me ,me-cbss ~hot rm 1i1!c, "iih mJJl..<s 
and l\\nOV:\C 1b111 

lk ,-~rnt J ~ l.'ni,n,i1), ,d1,·re ht ltttrre,t !llre1: J(""'' a, a rq::-:.brrnn-w:i; 
rnJ 

lit 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves {Athlcll' - t%Osl 

Joe l'clli11i (!l,n,\.e H 
,h,,rt fill d !ht ;:rcl!t'1 
di~mond rhumt JI 
~Ute ,·;uTer :1! ~!errn 
,. 11,e multi tskn!<:'<.1 
l"'O u,nte1h. !lt ,fain·: ,~,p ,1 tx:;11 a1 
(>n,r;,ia-h,1'td in,tinninn 

Prnini ;mli,iduJ! ,un-r,, 1a hts 
In a c·m,·:n1 d,~mpi«nsbip. !k '-ts a fa1He,rn1 Ji!-\\"t\\ 

<.<:kctinn and"~' Ni,-,, namn.1 n( !ht all-Y,1\lt) "-i:JJ.U. !k t«mnJ 1b,· ,hqm,hm ,ij btmi; 

'""'°'"""'''' !lie aH- \".1!kJ '}''', ,,,,mi"", ''"""'l'' 

wa,011, 
,\1<on~1i,m <:lump:nn<hir 

rim, o•ripmii m Cr¾):'. "hrn S!. Cm\.nJh • n,;1n,1sr1 L:Rl!l'-'l tabbn! Pnnn; w be 
,r,I\ bol,h i,wfa;. Jk .11:amn! 1h: Hl!:m:!!t m inrng ;i Wnih) S~rifs 

Jay Peterson (Athk11:- 1980sl 
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l\Ukc Kovalick (Athktc. 11mk1 

.ltiAr 1'1m1/ir/.. 11ldl,m1: H:;;11 Sd:nnl. C)-,1, o/ l'i7~l K,ll,\hl b1 1b,· d: 
t,,:;,,,, ~ (\\\H(1Hr1 Sl.l11c1nut, bm ,lh) a l\\P•<JtC '\Ji:Jnm 

,\ru""" State Kouiid nnd,tJ ,i, 
Ko,J!Jd,. - !ldi.11rt !!ij:li", f:1'1 nn WM 

f'~me rn !'J~3 
!k ,q; Jh> \~ :\ll ;!3> pe1forrnn in h¾1:ld! Tht 

r;lkd 1k same mk fnr 

Connie Doutt (A1hlc1c - I'J80s1 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson A1110 Group 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2009 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

:\!rnt,tau :.u.1intd hi, Ii.A 
11fEduc11i,m \mm Wn! Virfinta 

Gene Ford {Coaches) 

Sunh Hirh Sch,x;I, CJ.11, nf 
Fnn( ,·ompild ;1 ,\..\11-2./,2. 

A1 uiinrfol .ir.d "dl 
,n 'lj ,, 

F<1rJ·, 1~,trn, cnmp1hl a )9-25 ft"c'<>n) 111 1,.n.m);,mrnl 
,roirn,:J iiik,. di,:r;n ,rn"n, 1md li1c 
\Wlt !H\lfll:trntn! J['[l':"""'"~I (l'J\7-8%, 

fim,h m 1'!9--!-'1~ lb team; ,iho \\(W\ HJ Ea,\ Cem:~1 

on 1he llnanl of ul" the Obin High Sd,nnl Ba,le:tdl d Fantc- \h:,rnm 
O\'AC 12'1 !bbnfidd f'md,e, ,\;saa! m 7W!'. ht "stl induoed in:u 
C,u,he, Awic1"wm !bl! ol Fanw in 2(¥17 

anJ trnlian 
"ml ai!-tmN 

lk 1;,i, a 
,rh;nl lmll 
Amrri,i" ;iccnlade,. lk ""' ;i cbrwr member nf lht ?\!<11krn;;illn ,\thk!ic !Lli 

Bill Paolisso (Officials) 

/Jill l',wti.sw {\\nr H,sh ScM,,,1. C!J" nf !'f>!f,) lk "~';, ma, ,,t'1) '""""'° 
<iffiu,,k ""1~1ng (}\'AC ks11h:,i\ ;rn,I ho},,.pds h;:,knha!l pmh for J ~IJ.:,,n, JX"fH"-1 
/mm ;<q\- l'NH. fast "'th the\\ h,·d:n,; bnstr,1 JnJ btrr "iih thr We,11,m-S1rnhrn, ,Ile 

bo:ml 
l',wb,o 11/faiam! IO We,1 \"i!'fl/\la ;.tale d1ampinn,bip L¾ddJ pmr, ,lurrnr b,; 

urt~f ,rnJ 1ntrd Olnn-W,,,t \'ire·in;;, aml (WAC All-Star 1'¾,1\ial! r::e1m·1 

In b,Fktik!IL he o!fkiatd mort" 1h,m HNl ;m,ht:t'<\11 lumncnwnts l,(Ttimuh. >TpPn• 

ah. ,:,m•). rndmlrng 1') \!J.tt tnt:rna>TKR:\. fk ,srnke<l !he fiN s~rned A. \!,:mk; 
(WAC All• Sur [l-11le1\nll Cl,\1'1C in )'J7S ~nd uJq, v.u, u rekrc·e rn 1be \\t,,t \ ltpnu C,n!ncntt 

,\mnn; l',wli1,n\ o\f;da1in;;- 3\t:mh art' tht O\"AC liolxn D::"wn Offidd, ,\,sud: 1k Obin \;il1c·1 

F"'>\b,il! C,nch1:1 Aw1c1:1110n Oilidah ,\\\ard: !ht \\"t.'1 \"trpm:, S,·rnmL1r, S,h,~,1, Athicti,· Com: ,l'•'IOil 

,\1,;ud; am! !he Wnrhn1-S1t11lwu,itk Officd,' !ln~rd Ai,,ml 

!'Joli,,\>"~' a 1bree-,p,1rt 3ihk!t .it Weir Hizh ((t~,t!Mll. h,1'k1hstlJ ;rn,J !-u,ddl} l!r "'\\ fos1 re,vn ;J.ii-,nw 

!k p'.:,;eJ J\\o )1:m·1 dp,,: .. ,. ,,n,J 

l,e ,c-,,c,I \"•'" J ,·~n m lb'. 1. • S ,\net) 

\1, "'" arnJ cince , , /,a,:h~!i He 
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Richard 'Dick' Edge (O\'AC 'Family') 

RidumJ '·lJid" Edge 1\\hcd;"f Hi~h Sdrnd. Cl~" nf i'J54! Tn "'1 blft b, 
""HI man:, <lifkr,•m h:m m,·, !ht·)"'"' 1S1mld R· 3 ,a,! "ndcN'1ltmrnl 

r, ""'"""' r,,,c,pr,l pm-

t"fo'• 

·h fll the l'l54 (ffAC All•StJr Fn01WII Ge1111r ;md 1hrn \\fnt 

.John Sorrenti (\ledial 

Sr,,,,•mi mnm! "' .,Lmw, ,!focm»cimhw the O\AC 
:\b'1tr ofCtn·nwrne, JI 

SmTZmi tx:;:;m ,, pdnical .:zri:,n m 19H: "hen lit""' ekrnJ ~, a W,·1m>11 C11) Co,mu!nwL 111 t1l%. ht 
a J~N1i,1n ht ¼a< rt•tlttkd t,, N :ce hit J ;od ,,f )H :e;m 

!!t lus oi,n ,,cned ;11 
Corndmat,,, ,i/ !he John D !b,l,•!dl<•d'i Cr,,,m 
CJ1inn. Re,un ;md R::,:1:m1.:~ 

lfarold .. ,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,m, 
1hr t,;,i <>f ,,,,1, 

rhJmp,on A, J ~n,io,_ in f'l-\.1. he kJ Wd, w ;i 

!\uknbt:r; ~ml JrcTumnJ hw ri>c \nud1dF"ll' - ,! TD nm.\'-" TD 1~11,t,,:1 
[M" m:~n:,•ptinn rrwm m:d 

"' ;;m,rnr J.,, !!}2:i _prd, ;md .11 wuchJ,mn\.. llr :11\!I 
wr ddrnsi,t ha,-L 
tt·, hdpnl. \\'fir I<>;, 21-1 n:rnrJ. !n b,:,~b;dL 11" h! 1h( Hrd Hide" to 1b· one-cl,"' 

,d:nl.mbip t<1 Ohl,1 SWtt \'nher,il) "brn: hr pb:d on ;i 7,:! 1eum! w:1m -'' ;11H·,b-
1.1fe!f, 1n tk "'"''-'"'"·cc s1.u1m~ offrn,nt lineup ;J.> t:nlbxl. fk wa1 drJitl'J 

b.\l-bJi\ UJf\1ts!U ni!h (he 

t1t CG" AAA ",rh llufbb 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
.Jim Hanna 1A1hlck - 1•>sns1 

Jim llamw {Wt'ir !lirh Sc-b<~,I.C\;ss ,,j i'l'il) A 1/'..ret-'P"rt di-,ur uh, Jnl tht ltd 
lli<krs rn !,q> sl:11\" ,m('·< 1-h<. \'h;\n:pionsbip, ~, a ,rnwr, hi';, "nt ti! 1hr IW1'( dtUlf,11 

td ,1:hl~1e, in ,d>1~1I h:<wr:. A \,lN!), hkl!\l:!11 Wl!\tr :1, ,1 (n;,,bm:m ,·i,ntirmn1111 

t~c·d 1mder !bi! n! Lmw ,-,Md\ Cull H.1m1H." hn k,\>de,! H:innJ ~nd D~H;l,ot) ~, "Nu 
uf lht flne,1 ,lll·«!1)1Jnd a1hk1~, ,. hr rn~chrd in h11 kfrndJrJ urnr 

!n 1'/.ltJ, f!.inni ,1sm•,l ,,.11ht· 1\-0 ,~uml w~,r tc~nlnli wam "hirh 1,011 11M 

rmtpumcr pi~abd,·r bmbJ rnnr \nurhhmn p.1,,n S\1\d "·nrrd gJ poinh ,,, a ,mi"' 
"hrn hf "'" rnnnn up fi,r 1h<e \\n! \'irpnu !'IJ)tr o( 1h1: Yt'Jf H('Nn;i» A1qrS lnnv. !h1' lfrnnd, A\\ Jah 

a11J "·'' ,dn-1t,! fin1 ttam ,\IH)YA(' All-\'~!1t; ~ml All Su:t !fr ~ho piJ;t<l in l\'<1 ,ill-sur pnw1: We,t 
\"irp:·11J "· Oli:» ;m,I the w,,si V<,,·ini:. ·""nh-Somh r~mt 

1rt h,1,kib.,ll. ht "a, WU)r.<lh'Jm ,\il-W \-~ ~ml Ali-0\'AC 
b b,d,AI, ht p11chnfJm.J i>JHd Wnr 1<> 1he mw-cla,, W~q \"i,:,inia ,:b ,,pmn,bip 1n tfw '-- '\ fo:,,t,. '>rn 

n1n E.1,1 Banl, Ile ,m-.·l nut lll ,n ,., \IX hi! dfnn amt bJttt'd 11! tn111 mn, 11th J\\n -tn[k' 

Ht -1;n'pkd a lrn,1bll ,,lln1"f'hip !mm lrrt,\<bl} hrmu.:SJ uiach !';ml /!kin Bqu,1 Jml ,1:md ;ti trnJ 
,n ,1 hnhm~n ,q,,Jd <;1!Jrtt1h.icSecl b,\ B;,t,r f';mli, lk kh ,dmnl 1n pb\- n,;,,,,, lcap,e h:i,cbll ti,r snrr~I 
,~~""" befnn' ,-,:,wmi!lf !<1 \\'til'\nn. d>tn" 1w h,i, ll<'tn ~ Inn, lrnw !,,c3J Ams>rn rn Le~in1'. h1eh ,d,m,J aml 

,ummn h.1,tb.11\ n1Jd1 am] '•WIit 
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Bill .)obko {Alhlctc • l 1J5Usi 

Iii/I ]<1/J~" illrnlJ:q~,rt H1;h Sd;,,,I, Cl,M nt i'!~'l. ,\ !!m:e-:e~r 

llu!l,h1~ ,>lhkk "' 1<"1:b~ll. !,:,•,l.et\ql( ,md ha,d'-'11. i,z e~rnnl A!l-0\-"AC 

\'~liq hsllld! honnr\ <lS " ,n,;,,, Enem.Jn 

RlYrni:tc\ hJ Ohin 51;11~ t·l'll\l'l"'I!), 11f hf,·;mw a (\t<H>J) 1>tk1NH:' p::ml am.\ 
lineb,·kr "t," plaJ<;",l ,m ihr !b,lr,r n;n;,,,,~[ 1irk ktm, nf l'J.).; ;rnd i<J.57 \\hen 1hc 

!luskt)n -son w,, fto,t· !lcrnl,. !k "~' 1e:1rn \\VP in l'Vi7 lk i, ihr,H;iJ pi;,:,r, in 

H,; Ill (\mfrrrnu 1,i,wr:- 1u nnn pbj ;n ;i lnsrn;: m,, to n:;1:LH '-1.-a,,nn r,rn,r l!e 

rrrnrJtd a s:1ft1; ft>t lht Cs,)k;:r A\1-SIJrs ma :i~.\'l ,ir:hlf'J mer !h,· :'.\f'l. ch.\tnf1H>n fkn n: l .. ,011', nur nf 

,m:, r,rl11 timt, 1hr ,ulitpan, ddr:1:c'd the -...:!T,bmp,"n' in the· Jmw.1\ d:,\\ic 

!k v.,h drditd h)- !ht L,,, A:1;;.rk, Ram, ,wd p)a::,",t fm 1h< '-:l'L 1tJm Hom. 1'l'i~•62 bd'1fl' pnformin;_, 

lw 1hr \1,mw,nl,1 Y,l11:;;., rrmn )'/f,_1,1,~ .lnhkn G1pj>cd hh pn, plJ) ir.;;., ,\ctn ;r, a \ts<rn ,kh:nsne c,1;,tw\ n! 

th<:" (>np,131 A\l.1n:a Ldcnn, rn \llf.11 !'rt1m \')f,7-~'J. be ,-n;ln1 !nr the 1-dk"n' <>I'~"'"" enk, -:1,·,»t~n\ 

,·,Mc-h. ,_.,,u\ ,rnd D1rn1nr o( l'n, f'L:;tr Pas<1nnd. Ht dn,t<l hi, :-;FL ctrn1 ~, d:id' ,-,,11tre 'Hiu! o! 1ht 

Ph"cr:, C1r<J1n.:;h !rrnn \'IX'!-'1--1 

BriJsq~,r1 !!i,:h Sch~,1 il<m<>rtd fo\lln b) 1nrni"f- th' qn~t t·nnJnc-e w l\'1kin1 Fid,J J, • llill .hblo War,, 

,ind 1hf11 nn Au;;. 21. 2WIH, dt<.1":Jlt<l ii, h>1ntt ,nmpln a, "llill J,,IJ~o h"-nb,111 Si:t<lllim"' 

kmrm.m 

nw Ukmed Hlue l>;:k ""' a!"' d,~, i,o:ml '" i:c,,.d,1ll. !k "'"" h~ir }~'" ,1,,r:n. s.ttrn; '" u,m ;it h~h c:n,he, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
(Athlete• 1990s) 

Class 
of 

2010 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored br Robinson Auto Group 

Rick DcLuca (O\AC 'Fomily') 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
,John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Ollidals) 

A"n..:at:un (l 
mam, ,i;;w, oi s<"f\,c·t m ! 
omC1,;I, rn H8~ am\ th,· Oh 

!let.a, "h" li11nPrt'd h,) 1h1: l.'p; 
n>ntnlmtinw, w hi;:h ,dwd spun, 
J 1 <! ;mm1al Rm!: Mmnk; OVAC ( 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

·~cu 

Class 
of 

2011 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Richard • Dick' Thurn es ((WAC 'Contributor) 

72 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

l/11/, }flrr (Weir !lirh Sd1llnl, Clav, n! )')_'if,) 
11;1mc tn hm!gc the !f:in,i1im1 from ,q:n:ga1cd 
liPn rn 1hc Oliin V;1lk). lk 11,1, ;i rnn!ti-,pmt •..•. ;·;;;c;- ,:-,_.. •.. 
l!irh Sd1rn1] 111 \\',:nwn !!1rnt11:h hi, j1rnior ,c:1,nn 
in \\'cq Virginia, he foli<,licd at Weir High School am! ht·tamc th\: 
;irhluc !H he ll'U>Fni1n! "fl the Al!-St:He lonthall ,ckc·:iun, h} 
Spmts Writer, ,\,"xi;Jti,in_ ,\ 111n-1»1y !JJcL he w;i, a 1hinl 1c,m1 

!rt tw, •~lc' "-'""n ;j\ w~1r Hii,:h. h,: hdp,:,l tb: tbi lhlkr, 1n a11 S- l-1 
lk UV,\{' na,, AA litk. 

lkrrni\cJ hy the LiimcP,il" of !,ma, he l>cc1mc' a ilm:c-,ca,nn \111H1a, 
rc-&ubr. A, a ,~·nior. the AH-llig Ti:1\ hunnn;c wl;; Huse llm\) rw,hmg r<:~nni rn !').'i') 11[nch l:1'1c!l 
[,;o dc,:adc, hcfoit· brn~rn hy !.'SC, :-.1arni1 Alkn. krcr rn,!li:tl for!')! y;1nh nn onl; nine canfr, 
am! ,nHn.1 nn cl 11:nmf 8l •1Jn! TD rnn in a :w. J,1 »ill o,c•r Calihl(lll:I 

A!tcr !x:i11g -.:b:tcd w play in lhc L.11t-\\'c1! .'ilmnc timnc. hi: ,1:h th,· '.\",1- 2 ,!raft dmin: of th,: 
{;n:i:n B,l) !';1d,.c1, i,i 19W tirn npti:d l!> pby m the Lmadian r .. n1haB League ,,i!h Ill<" \',1n,11u1u 
ltC Liom aml the Hamilton TiFr Cats for 1»0 ,ca,om. lk lhrn ;oinn1 the l'a.:l..cr1 a, tkk111:1c 
har~-1,1(h: 111 tlin.'l.' ,tmirhi SI'! ._11innin;: champiomlnp i:.mli.:s ,mm! lhc 
fiN mo Sup,:r •••• ., •"•t·· rhc 11mning !',1ekn, m 1966 and [%7 /1.11 A!!-l'm ;me! a I'm 
Hrn1[ ,drcW>1l. ci;:h1 ;'<f'L w:Nm, and fi111,hc·d h1, can:cr !JJ pL1;rng llm:1.." ,c,Nin, »iih 
!he· Uiicaµ" Be.in,. 

A nwmtw:r qf the\\' Va. Sp,m, HaH of fame J:;J Uppn {lhio V.1Hcy Dappn !l:1n !!all ol" btmc, 
he w:1, the· !'-J70 D:1p1wr Dan 1'.lan o! th~ Yc·ar. k!n d1~d !11 ~\M)S 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Pat Miller !Athlete. t97tls) 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Alllo Group 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

"-!_1g 

1'":S ,. 
Class 

of 
2012 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

,-mlm;; rountle,, ha,ebJH i,:amc:' ., .. ,, .. ,,.,., .. , 
!'):i7 -:?010 \\hik aho ,en Hlf 

,car, a, ;1 ba,ke1ba1l rckn.•c. 
u;npirc. 1mmarilJ behind home 
1wmcmt1, hi;;h ~h(w\] p,.,st 

,1:itc (lll!TT1JillCllh !11 Olm, ::nJ filt' in \\'~q 
)() :i c;ir, nr OV,\C Toum:uncm adimi 

11rnlcd :-C\A Di,i,ion HI CPilq:c Wm!d 
a iotil nf l\l time,: ,ncrat \:CA,\ Di\11m11 l game, 
hns1 . ; C' ·•;c •• ,,a.,mc, in 1hr ,ummrr a~~\.t:

1
1:~c 

Sdmd m Palm lkad1. Flmid..1 
Tnni111 h i11 the Wc1:em !'cc<>.»h ''!."', s,,m I bl! Hf brn<' aild he ruYl\td a ,pen JI award trnm 

!he 1 ·pp,:r Oh ID \';ilk} D;1pp-."r 
,\ h1rhl:-<fen1«1tt·d World War ll ,cteran 1,ho axci1ed rnmmend;ition, !mm hl'lh the \'11ited 

St:llt'~ ;n1d Fr;1nce. the 9H-~ ear old Tim1m rc\n.k, in !bnnib;1L 

Tmn 'Bear' Bechtel iovAc Familyl 

(,11ry· Spm;:ue !~ccdham (:.lass.) J!i:;h Sd1rn,L CLh>_ of 1'!64\ lk pi!okd the 
Lrn,f; Sdm<ll ba,cha\l pnwram !mm ['17•1-21_)06.romp,linµ. _cm 1mprcS\i't J_l-;,car 
r\'<.'01\l ol -rnH-257-l, s.htch r;ml-\ l11ur1ft ;\!l t;mc' nnwng Ohm V,illt:} Di:idie\. 

ffo bl 1lw Cadet, w l .l OV:\C Tmmwmtnl dwmpion,h1p, • mnrc th;m an: o:hcr 
,·onfrrcnu::wad1 /l'lS2, 'S5, ')((,. '87. )i'f, "'JH. '9!. "<l--1, '')~, '<J7,200!, ·o:;, ·05, 
W',f :111tl ,·oachcd Lm,l: (I) fi,c l:;1,wm Ohio B:1,dian Lc:1I,"UC !illC\ ()'JS7, ·ss, 
·90_ "9.'i;:m!'')(,J 

Spr;,guc wa, named OVAC ··ci~id) ut !he Yem in 19!((, a11ct pm!in;: the C::dt11 
to a 27-\ rccrn<l nnd EOB!. '"Coad1 llf 1he Y,·ar" lfm.'l' lime,. 

! le u.:1dwd 1i\ ;1!11k!C'> \,hn -.ell! 0111ll p!.ty pmfc,,inn:it ,pnm - I k;1!h ll;l}Hs'>. 
Rim Stephen-;_ Keim 'fatar. \like Co,, 1,m! ~!ail Se;nn m b:is.eball an.J Willie 
CL'.} iii !lie '.',TL !k nhn rnad1ed :: rnw! of !.l !"11\l 1e;m1 a!l_·'1:i!e pl;1}tr> mdu<lin~ \tlHL;l!Hain,; fot 
0\AC ""l'la:,er n! !he Year" \\11111'.'!'S and !om We,1 \"1rFmE1 Amencan lxpon 'Tla:,er n( !he Year·• 
,ektti1m, 

l k .:ho ,:nad1ed Jreshman fm,thaU a! Lin,!: 
Spr,1rue rere11ed the C;ir! R. Hamil! :\ssan.! 1mm thr L'PJ~f O:ml \'a\ley D:::pper D:m Cluh am! t1a, 

the- renpicn! of the O\',\C, ·n1rnna, L Rata:u:il-.. SuHdeep,:rTimer A1«ml rn 2H!l'J n!°Jcr neady tlm:~ 
de,;ad~, ;1., the wner at Lm,il' h:::,kclh.:!!I !.:amc\. 

Sprnrue gradoaicd from \\'c,1 Viq;ima \vc,Jeo,1n Collerc in !968. 

Eugene 'Eudie' Joseph !Athlete. J94o,, 

E11ge11,: "E11dir" Jmrph (M.imm !'crry !lit:h Sdmd. Cla,, of l'/..l~L A !h1ee­
sp01t 1\11-0V,\(' hnm1ree m f,,n1h:ill, ha,k,-1ha!I ant! mKk. he l\<h a m:)j,ir umuibu­
mr tn tup-rc,·(,nJ Pm-pk Rider E~11!mfl and ba,lc1!n11 team 1. 

ht ba,J.ei!mll. pl.t}ins for 0\'AC Hall nf Fame Lercm! rnach Flo}Ll Baher. 
fo,cph ,-.1, a repilaron 1c;1111, 11hid1 ,1cm 71-4 in 1hn:.'.c )C<if", indmli11g 21 ~- "itli 
~O '1ra1):h! "m,,a, a <cni,ir. !k 1,,1, aJt111im ,111 a ~6-t rc'u1rd team uh1d1 ""n !he 
fir--t O\',\C Cla,~ ,\,\ 11!k m 194,1. ·ni,it 1ca111 lo,1 ih nn!:,- Fam~ 10 ncnmal Ohit, 
d1ampinn ;1,fa!dkhi,qi. J8"34, in _the <,IJ:C 1n1m_1:m1en! ,emif'inah. Jo,epli. ,1hm;; 
s;1lh lCJl1U11.1ft anU ()VA(' ll:JU o! h1mcr A!n (!10l;1. \\ere aE-lnurn~mcl\l wlcr-
1in11<,. Imepb ,.:orcd •121 po;nt., -,ecm1d nn tlie to Gmu·', 0\' rc,enrd 1"!:ll 
of 62H poim,. A, a v,phomore. J,,scph u a,;, nf a 2·1- l re,:on! team. 

!n h~itba!L lw "as ,:n-eapum nf a 7-2· l f\'J;"md team 11h1ch ,ion 1he fo,1 OVA(' 
rcrnrdcd Clf!ht ,lrn10U11. ! le earne<l ,\ll-Ohin Cl'! honm, 11> 11 di a, All•OVAC and ''"'', '''"' "''" 
Eastern Ohm ,ckc1io11 m mrniing had;. KichnJnmJ th~ ''Gho,C hir !11, d1hi\~ 
9- ! rc,md team a, ajlmim aml f·'cm '"" 2:-1,.J 111 h:1 !hie~ ,,_.~,on 1. 

!n Iv.ck. Jo,q,h ,c1 an O\"AC hith hurdk rct·oi,! in the t1rn-Je;1r-,1ld !111'(."t w, a jrn1ior and ,.,,n !lw 
hi;:h jmnp. !le \h\111'! rnmi~tc a, ,l ,rnim dier kin;! t!ra!tcd for 111ili1.1r; t!:1ty. 

Aller di,,:h:1r~c. he enrnUcd at the l'ni,n,1!;, ot DJ;,iun ;1ml p!aJCd f<'tlf }car,.,.,.,.,, •• ,,,.," 
th1ee a, a s!Jrkr on tcn1m sd1h ,~hn,1! rernrd11lf ~·PC 17 5 and 2H•5 ·n1c )aq 

nmncp,-11p in 1hc :,.,';nional l1ni1arinn Trnm1amrm a11J aho >1crc :-(',\A 
,rn:ur ,(:Jr llf 19.12. 

Jk spe1l1 h1, cniire :n-;car pmk,,i,.m,J 1.;m:cr tcadnn.~ ;ind 
"here he hc;:i,<l uud1 ot· m.,,< ba,kc:hal] fl'J:'-.'1-72) and 
',Cf\ed ;,l', Jiret(Ol, llil ciidet !e:tl1ll (hm: OV,\C 
trnd,. The rcrnrJ, \HTC!{, •• ! 111 1-; .• 1 rn 1'171 ,dmtar.,bp 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A1nhcr Ellison 1Athlc1e ~ 199(hJ 

,\mber Ull-1011 (:O.kad(rnbruok High SchooL Clm~ 11f l'J'llf 
l .. mly Colis' lla,kctb;ill prnµram i, one nftlic mo,t st1)ried rn the Ohio 
Valley and EHiqm is a maJnr n:ason \\hy 

Ellison was ;i four-year kucnl'imwr for 1J1c Ludy Co!15. t"in.• c:irn­
inE first-team all-Ohio Rccolatk, en l\lllle \o her lmnors :md t\entual 
hi1kc1hal1,cho!nr,hip lo W!icdinµ Jesuit F11i1c•rsi!), 

She·, curn:n11y Mc3d01\hn1<.1k·s ,cnmd alHinw f!rls' leader in 
\ ! ~'(i_l) ant! n:bounr!s 0{:\0) and the :dl time leader 111 steals 
as,im (,.n::). EHbon alsn holds 1lw 
for .J..-1 poi ms. 11 hich she ncnnl ;;; a ,rn:m 

During llwl ,rnirn se,mm. Ellison piiims and 14h rebounds en ro!Jlc 
llH'.\'Cf) fim-w,un award_imaginnhle. Slw wa, fir,,Hcam alH)hin in Di,ision Dimict 
f'la;cr 11f !he Year: ,\!!-D1stnct !2: f'J;i.'cr of!he )tctr 111 the E:iq Ccmral Ohio and first· 
Je;irn alH)V:\C Slw 11;is ahn tl1\JW1l !nr the OhlO 1'\ortll-Surnh and O\':\C MIS1.1<,c,rn;cs 

,\<; a junior. EJ!isnn pomcd in )() poims, p,1bb<?d 10 rthnurnh. pa1,,ed nu! assists am! 
snared 55 stc;1i, per r:ame tn mull' w flnJ-tcam all-c\Cf:liling. She 11a, n\;,n 112rm:d honorahk 
mention a11-l1SA lhda} 

If basketball 11a,n-! c:mnrh. Ellison is :11\0 one (1ffhc fineo1 ~nhbal! p!a:,er, to C\Cf\\tar a 
L:1dy Co!Js' uniform. She baucd he11er 1!:an ..l!X) nery year nfher cart'er. Ellison was ;i !hwe-
1imc all-Ohio ,oftball ,~knion and fow·-1imc• aH-,fomct pick. She wa, pb) er of !he~ c:1L as a 
oophomon:. in 1ltc ECOL alter baaing j()(, with sn-cn home runs. seven trip!es am! .n RBI 

.-\t WheelingJeouiL El!ismi scorn! 127} career pims. µrahb<'d 521 rdiowHh, pas,n1 om JWJ 
assists and mad<' 218 ste;J!s and b!o.:kell 42 shms. ,\ frnir-:car knen,innn. she 11·a, a 1wo,-Jrar 
capiain for 1he L:1dy Cnrdinals ;md Wi\', !wice nnmn1 lo the nll-W\il.-\C s.iuad. 

Afler her play in;, cm,·cr at Jesuit, Ellison nccepwd a niachmg: position at Shenandoah 11 lwre 
s!w sc·r. ed .is m1 ,1ssis1am for a ~e.1,011 hefon: asum!ing to the head rnachi11;.• job. She wa, with 
the Lid~ l.e[h for three ~easnns. po;ting a 5..\-!7 ~cord 11hile rc;Khinµ three' dis1rict tnuma­
rnenu. She nl;,n had l1ri,•f enacfong stints nt Frnnk!i11 ! !eiJ_:hts and Olrntangy Ornnt'e. 

Kenny Howen (Alhlctc - 20110s) 
Kc1111J llmrdl ! St. Jnlm Cemrnl I !igh School, Cla.,s of 200()) l! didn "t 

mimer th¢ season or 1hc spurt for ttm former Irish siandouL 
llo\\ewr, i1 was m !rack and field 1\hcn: !I01,cH made 

impac1 despite only paiticipating in the <,pon for thn,e )Cars 
p!;1ycd h<!SdJ3!1 as a fr,•,hman. 

After being cncm1r.1i:ctl 1n 
the are:i·s mos1 decorated 
put. 

!101\d! was a thrw tinw in the dbcus. lie 1hin.l in 
the w11e hi> firn se;1•;;o11 rn :md tlwn rnpmrcd cme1etl Diusion l!! stii!e d1mn-
piom!11p in !'YI'/. As a senior. !!oweH 1,;1, unddeated llnlil 1hc srn1e !tl('C( 1,hcn he_ wnkd 
tor siha tic"spi1c a pc1:,m1al,t:,,:st throw nf 180 fret. Thai ma1k sti!! ,wnds as the best m Ohm 
\'alley history. :\loni: with hi., efforts in the stat(' rnrnpt.'ti1irn1, llm1df was a three-lime OVAC 
Ch;i111pinn in the planer ewm. 

11011:c]I placed fifth in lhe _qatc ,hnt put rnrnpdi!ion U5 a on1ior am! w;:;s ;1 h<(Himc OVAC 
chmnpirnl 111 \ht irnn-baH 

! Jowell also ran on 
On the 

owm:r for 
aftera9-l 

relay teams for t!w Irish. 
hb name into Si. John Centrn! hismr.· ns a 

combined for a ~5·6 rcrnnl and qualified for the iil;:;}off;, in 

I !011cH wa, \he primnry nmni11g had, for the ms11,,,11rn;;rng l j()(): anh a:, a jm1ior en flJ\lh." 
to seeond-1eam all-{Jhin ,tams. I le was first -team a scmor "!1rn ht ran for bt11tr 
than ! JOH Yim!, :md wa;, 1wicc named 10 !he O\',\C;, first 1e,1m 

J/011 d! ,;·,is i1l,u a tbrrc- }tar starter for !!Jc Irish \1aske1hall pm11rnm 
Mier hith ,chool, !lowcll accqHed a !rack ,d1olar:,h1p lo \\bt Vir)Jini;\ l_i1if\rf',ity, hl11 

n emu.illy tra1t;ferrt>d w Th(• Ohio S!ak t'nivcr,ity 11 he rt' lw n1mp\cu:d his can:er ,111d dq:rre. 
Ile now rt•sidcs in Cu)um!ms and 11mks in !he rnasm:oion hu;lnc.>s. 

Thomas E. Rataiczak t<lVAC Fumilyl 
Tfwmas H. Ratair:,al. ( Be!lain: I lifh Sd100L Cfa,s of 11)6--1 I, Succeeding 

th,• t;i1c Sam !\lumky and hi, frh:nd-Hht!L ;_:et-!1-t.!nne nailmk us i!w piid· 
irig fof1'.'.C of the Ohio V11Hey ,\thktic Conference I\OUld 110! u,k. 
but ii"~ n11c Ihm Ra!3iaak has done will! !11.'mcmlous ,·ision 
and then some. 

·'Rm" has been lhe de facro head of the OVAC as E\ernti,e Secrernn 
since !9'N, and under his k;itkrsliip. rhe hi-.,1:11e conferrnce has rmwf1 
to an ail-!imc high of )0 memher ,dmols from Ohiu and West Virgii1la. 

Dnring Ralairzal·, \lilh:h. the Confrn:nce ha, j'.!fl.lWll h:, le:ljh and 
bound~ in a niricty of arc;15. Amnng !hem h;ive been !he fonnmlon nf!he OVAC !lall of Fame 
aml the OV.-\C Sports 1-.!mcum {lxnh loriltcd H1 WesBanrn Arcrni in Wlwciingl: i11s1inniPg 
boys' and ;;irls· haslcil>;:ll toumamcl\ls am! c~p;im!in_[l mm1y of t!w mhi::r ncnb, nmot no1ab1J 
the n:vi,cd fomiat of 1he trnck ch:unpionsh1ps; cn:a1i11g an :\]].(;1nfcri.·nce ;\catlcmk ·foam 
in conjunction ll'ith Ohio ll11i1cr<,i!y Ea.1trm; !hl: creation of an official OV,\C 11cb>itl'.; stan­
\l;1nlinng all chmnp1on,hip awards: developing a meet director ·s handlmol-.; computeriz.ing all 
fin,mcia! aecrnmts: 1m1viding rnuntless S[l-(>nsWorld speal-.ers to the ;in.;;i for more than (,00 
school a»emb!ie~. r;ming morr than S~'Hl.(XX} w bring them in m nn cw,t tn 1h,; Crniferenrc: 
and placing the Confrrennc n11 sdid f111anc1al wuund !hmufh a partner-;hip \\ith Scholastic 
Spom ;\l;nlc1ing, 

,\ reiired Bellaire !li_d1 Schoo! teadier. he !>Cntd as a '"Fomalinµ Fa1l1n'· and DiR'tWr ol' 
the B!!S Spnn'i Frn.nda1inn ;ind has. been d1mnn,1n of the lkllaire Wall of Fame:Jlall of Fame 
Commiaee for mon.• 1h~n :'.[) Rataiernk has been the lli11 Reth- ba,kethall ~cordeeper 
for-13 ycaP,, 11urki11g ;it rnon.• l JOO rnn,euiihe ;ani!y am! JU!lior ,arshJ pimcs. In fact. 
1he OVAC"s Scnreleeper-'fimer ,\ll';m.l pre,emed 1m1111,1l!j ,it the 0\'AC All-Siar !lasl-.erbail 
Clas,ic is 1iam,•d in his honor. 

I le has abo scr. ed mun: than J(} :,car,, i:~ th.: Bl IS reco,d,keeper. publishing c\!ensive n1edi;i 
p1ide~ for h01h [!){)(hall aml haskethaH 

n1e n:cipient nf 1he fle!bire ,\lumm ,\051x:imion ·s (h;tst,mding Alumnus ,\ward_ in !992_. he 
f'El.d11mcd from West Liberty State Collq:t' and ohtamed a 111astcr"s dq:ree fmm \\est \1rpma 
Fnil'trsity. Ile tl'ceil:ed t!w Ruh,:n S. ~kKdwy A1s,;m! fmm 1lie Upper Ohio \'alley Dnppl.'r 
Da11 Club in his nm>t n:cem um!crtakmf' was bcinll decwd to the !kll;\irr Board nf 
bh1Cation in 

Denver \Villian1s tAlhlctc - 11J9t1s1 
SclmoL CJ;:,s; of !1)()(1), W!w11 i1 n11J:c:, w 

Willi3m_1. 
field. Wil!iam, w3s 

oppo',!\ion. 
m track and frn:ithaH for the 

Can1i1ds. On the oval. 11mtc nanw inttJ Ohm \";i\\ey historJ 
in both the Jf){),mc1er and 2(10-niewr dashes. 

forhi1mdf. He 110:i the Division 
in !991. lk 

Willi~nis didn't >!Op !he titles. lie added 1hc Dil·islon HI 100-mclc'!' cnmn:; 1n his 
resume in both his junior and sea,ons. William'> ran rm per,nna!-hes! times nf 1055 
nml 2 ! j(l 1n 11in 1hc r,:o!d medal, as a ,enir1r. and hmh s1ill s1and a, :i!!-time O!!SAA mal ()hio 
Valley rccmds. 

0fl ihe fornball field, Williams ;,]so sp,rrkld. earninµ nr~t-tewn J!l•Ohin and nll Eastern 
Dis1ric1 l\l ice. He mrns tile Cadiz_ schod record for career mshing J anh \\ ith -I ..179 

,\fler his prep c;:recr. William;; iicecp1cd ;1 footba!! .,dmlarship !CT !he t_inivcr,i!y of Kentucky 
\>here h,c aL\(} ran 1rntL !le red-shined as a freshman and then 1rimfcrrcd in Ym111~.1.1nwa State 
\\here he ht'lptd 1hr J'(_•nfuim win !he :\CAA [)ivi.,mn 1.,\A 1'<ationn! Championship. All 10hl. 
he kilned four years at YSI i ill foothal! ~ml 11lree in track. 

For the Penguins· track tram. WiHi~rn'> the ::'()() .. meter rnH!lt'.Hlp in the Mid-Continent 
Conference and was :ipart of ~th()o) reeonh the• indoor •h-HX} and sprint medley. 

Willinrns has now emercd tile coaching field. 11c·5 time at AohlamL Ohiu Nnrthcrn and 
HeideH~rg. CurTe111!y, !w·s 1rnrkmg ;1> a football and trnck coach at Trini1y CPllq:e in 
Jlmtfonl. Co1rn, 

$Al (t1.t 

·'Y ··"· 

rc1-

Class 
of 

2013 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Tim l\1cCoy (O\~\C Contributor) 
Tim ,1frCoy{kfforso11 Union l!i)_!h Schn-ol. Cla,s of 1978). For a quanero! 

a remury, .\lcCoy ha, tal-.e1i the lead rnk in expamling bmadrns< and imcrnct 
,:overafe of Ohio \'alley hii:h school ,pom. spc•dficall_y 1!101e of the Ohio 
\'a!lry ,\1hk!k Collkrcncc 

Those effnm have helped give !housands of arra high sl'lic•n! athk1e., 
tremendous exposure. with rounlk$S thouoand;; uf vie11crs able fO 11 ateh 1he 
va!k:(~ hes( perform in the Mhletic realm. 

Among the nm1y highlithls has been !he TV cmer;ir;e of varirn1s idl-.1.1ar 
contest,. most nmably ttw Rudy ;\lmnley OV:\C ,\11-Star Charity FornhaH 
C!as,ic frnm \\'hel'ling lslall(! Stadium and the Ron Mauck OVAC Wres11inµ 
Clwmpiomhip, frum WesBwco r\rena in Wh1;e!ing. At one time. \\TOV-TV9 aho aired the 
S:miud ,\. ~lurnley OV:\C ,\H-Star Ba,ke1ha!! Clas>k. 

Oilier en;m,; im:lmle lh(' football ·•(ia111e of the Week .. brnadta'i!s (repbys of arta ganws fol-
km ing the cmnpn:!:cn,he ··sport.I Friday" shnw;;): in-dep!h pre footb;tH !cam prn·iew~ 
and 1hc• '·Big 22"" awards banquet in D~ccmher. WTOV-l\'9 an 1:xtensi.,.e intrnwr 
fombaH su1~nite available 

;\lcCoy became Vice-Presidem a11d Gcm:ra! 111m1,1rer of WTOV T\'9 in !1N.\. Prior w 1hat. 
he ,ened 3.1. the station's Op,:rntf\ms ;\lannger for $i\ 

Ile he_?an his rarcer i11 kkvioion a;; a l'rm!tictioi1 1,.,1,.,,,.,,..,al WNl:O-TV rn Kent from 
!97'J·S2. He fin,t joined WTO\' as a Promotion l'n){lucer from J(}}Q.fti and then tflt'n! two 
_";ears at ~BC affHiatc WLEX-TV rn Lcxmpon. Kentucky a, l'wm01i1ms and Cre:Hil'e Servkes 
Din.•c1nr vd1Ge be reeei,ctl ti.o ,\DDY awards. 

lk ha~ ,crwd 011 1-arinns board, in ::s prnidem :iml carnpaii;n 
drninmm nf t!w Way of Jcffrrnin the S1c11lwn,ille Rota[) 
and 1lw Sl,111,v.s,lk of ~!urals. lie also a memht:r of of Whceli11µ, 1hc 
Ea!i!ern !'rep (""(mSoni11m, lcffrr.SOll Cm!!HJ of CPm!llCfl'C. !he 
Wheelim: Area of Commerce, Francis.can S1urbenviHe, !!iSlDrie Fmt 
Steubt:n l111d 1he Jcflcno11 _cou111y W!M) TeanL lie \\JS _ n_ty vf Mur.ils ··voluntt:~r 

the Commum1: l.eJdnship ,\ward fwm the Franc1,ran l 'rnvcrsit:,- of Strnhcnvil!e: 
,\wan! from the Steuhen,·ille branch of the N,\ACP: und th~ 0111c i11 i\ Million 

Steuhen\'ilie Million .\1an Mardi Con1mittcc.a11;,rds. 
!le w:15 the 11N7 !fol.x.•n S ,\kf.:dvc} llkmorfal ,\ward redpiem frnm 1hc UppcrOhin \'alley 

Dapper Dan Club. 
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Richard 'Hoot' Gibson 1~kdh,1 

Wcfmrd "lloot" G/h!,1m ( SL Ci;Jir~, ille 
!fr b,•g;rn lw;. career in tile kxat mcdin in 
the Slaff il! The Tirnes L<.'ader. serving;-:·- ,,,::- .. 
time as Spom E<litor am! alw a~ Arca 

Giboon hac; \vri.uen co11m!ess cnlnmns 
mstinned tlw 

Jim Thomas (Couches) 
Jim 'flwmas (\\'heeling Cemra! Cathnlk m1'h Sc!moL Cb.so, of\%_\). 
foe ln;,::hl;-wp.mkd "Jr· is :lw fou11h-11inninge.11 math in Ohio V;tllty 

history htl1ind Rem1 Sarcocda. fay Cirnrna and 1he feHnll' Ha!\ of Fmner 
Geoq:e Strngrr wi!h J5-Jear record of 23:\-1 J.t.::•. lk 1Aou1td up on!y 35 
11ms off of the West Viq:'!nia stMc rcnm! fm ftX)!\nH cnai:hin.f­
victorie., /~67) 

!Ii, first lic;\d nnldiing cam<.' mold York vi Uc 
tliree )tJn (]%~-70L 1hc D1ir1i!!itcs wan 

;n WhedinF c,,mrnl 
,i, sea,ons (l'J8\-8(,J_ Frum then:. n 11rb 

alma mater for a scurnd stint 1h1s time guiding the i\bmon Kniphh from l'J87• 

!cams tn sc, en Ohio 
m. XJ4J nnd 

1a1 the fiN ''Sl![Xf 
2002 :md 2(){\.t 

ehmnriomhip5 ( !97.\, l 97fi, 
sime tit!e. The \h:mon Knw!m 

e,em in Clmt!cc,to11 ln !97'.) aml lhcl 
20()0 team set a sthc1ol record for wino 

·nmmas was voted the Wc,1 Viri!inia All-Sport "-Cnxh of 11lc Year'' fm 
O\'AC' ,\ll-Spmt "C(\ach of(he Year" m bo!h IWHJ and 20{fl_ !k w:1, also The 
""Coach uf the Year" in !979 and the Lipper Ohio \'altcy Dapper D;m "\!an nf !he 
2CXH 

lk_o':""'.' .. '":'.''.':':"'" ,,,,,. from West Libert) 

Don Zinni (Officialsi 
Do11 Zi1111i 1.Yorbilk lli~h SclmoL Class of )954). !le 

~1ati!11, career in l1J70 as a inembcr of the Ohio \'altey ·.:· ,,,, ••• ;,· .. ,, : 
Officmh, r!;m;iinin2 !991 

He nffic!Rtell nt ihe regiunat and ',\ate lnd in the WVSSAC 
playoff; frnm )97.VfO. 1\orkHJF!hc !977 Clas,A,\AStnieChampionship 
G:rnic.: n.ml he worked !:;mws ;11 the retional and st,ik .semifinal level m 
the OIISAA During tha! samt time spa

0

n. 
Zinni 01Tlci:11ed the Rudy /1.lllmky 0\1,\C ,\H·Star Clmity fo,:11ba1l 

Classic four limes (!!Jrcc as referee nm! one as back jm!;cl and VdJrkcd 
!he O!lSFCA 1\nrth-Snutli Al1-Star Oa:,sic in Massmun in !982. 

A member of the O!!SAA Footha!! Advisory Cnmminee for four year<, and 
President and Rule, Interpreter of the Ohio \'alley I1oartl 
0\11\C Ftx)!ball Commissioner in !99) and hdd thJt position until 

imlivid1rnt tn ,erw in that capacity .. 
as OVAC Fmitball Commi>si1mcr, the dfahlc 7.i1mi 

fil'c; c,pandcll the u/fi[11Uing trnsc W indudc 
Wheelinµ, Wei11on-Ste11hen1·ille. /llaoun-Di:um. 

C:.m1bndce-i'~1ncsville :rnd Co!mnbus: csWb]i_<,hcd 
cre,1c·s lw coadws dur!nr,_ ami'ln· the O.mmll;;:,ioner nher the season: t\'i a 
de;:ninghouse for sdmub ~eeking oppmiei\1s fo1· schedule opc:nings: Jnd as:,igricd o!fid:ils to 
the Rudy :i.1t1mley OVAC All-.S1~r Ch;iri1y Football Cla5>tc hs pnsi1iu11 rn1i11p.. 

Zinni a!so spem several in the conching rnnks. !le first sened a, 
fieshnm1 ba,ketbaU [()58-(1'.i; wa;; nssistam fo01bJ11 rnJd1· •;;:;," 
from 1959-65; "'"'"""'"coach at Yorkvi!k !%5--70: nm! i!wn was 
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rid !~am CG-Cl 

din):' Gree11 Ji 

iy \he St. Lmw, 

John Howell (Offichds) 
F;1irfkld Union Jlid1 School. Cla,s nf 

ba;,kctball offiCials. !l(mcB !!, 

Harn· ",\loo" Jlonre 11\!oum 
foot-2 forward s 
nil hmJ..cn in l 
70{} can:cr poin 
mw record of 5 
!le earned first 

1w1 ,\!1-0V,\C I 
·!:ool Phi\cr of !hC 

Stale !1i1k )('ndrnt l 

1he Ohm Y;i!ky. ,\her 
in prnC!icaHy C\'t'lY 

_ JierH nf the OVACs 
he O!!SAA Officials !fall of Fmne 

track nffkia! since 1972, serving in various 
as J! !he Bellaire Relays :md ShadysH.le Relays, 

fn1·1he bst 15 ,·cars. 
sef\ed as 1he o\111c"s A~m1:mt Foolha!I 

t'J8."\•9..\ 

fhe 
rcrnrds 11 lm:h la.1tcd ! 8 } cars 

Bub llummdL He scored 
the 

l'J-tS nnd J\/.J in !946 11he11 

croi\J ,,he 
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Ron 'Cy' Godfrey !Athkie - 19;0,1 

H1111 "CY' G11dfrcy (Manim Ferry !liµh Schou!, Class of I\J5hl 
·nl\' 6-foo1-5 stringbe;m sc.1 school srorin~ rc,·onb 1,hich remain on 
1he books for more than 50 lie sh.incrcd l'urpk Rider cnrccr. 
oca,on and smµ!e ''""'.,'."""" h:i lq:cnda0 O\'AC Ha!! 
of Famcr Ale" Gmz;i rcrnrds current s1:mdanh nf J _<on 
carcl.'r points, a 32.4 puim per !,'.J!lK' norm as a senior. and twice scoring 
51 prnrns i11 a p~mc a1:ains1 Wtwding am1 Be1111nod t.inion. 'J'!w ~m;ck­
game mari; ha, bt•cn (1ctL !he o!hcG tmbmken. !le earned AH-Ohio am! 
:\11-0V:\C honor; m 19."i6 at 1ltc Pl!rple Rider:; IH'll! !8-(1 willl ~cc!iona! 
;tm! tlistricl lilies bd'ow howin[.!'. 1u Cmllon 1-kKinley, 57-.~-4. i11 regil>nal piny. 

lk t':WH.'d it scholarship !(1 !hc> _l>niwr:;ity of Miami. 11herr he 1rnred 1 JH-l- caren poims 
a, the I !urrirnm:s 1; cm fd • ! 8 !11 !m thrre \ :iroit, O(.'asuns. The !Wi) '.\CAA Toumankn! team 
11e111 _ 2J-I and tb~ !9(,! NIT Tounmnwm ;,q\(;1d ended :!0-7 :is (";odfnt} earned !mnorahl,: 
me1111rn1 All· Ament;L 

lk bter ser.ed as hc:id com:h for four ,,·asons of the' !!trn-lrmie, lwfore resiPnim: in !97! 
His prize pmt,'}:C was futux Ba1ketb:dl 1 li!H of Fmnn Rick Barry. Godfrey has\1sc('l\ tndllcted 
intn t!w Uniwrsity of Miami Spnm !fa!! of Fiune am! the Atlam1_c Coast Crnifen.·nec Lqccnds 
Cfoss of 201'.! although he nerer pla)ed an :\CC r,mw, 1-!i:nm 1s currently a memher of1!w 
:\CC Gndfrcy resides m Coral Springs. Ha. 

Ji1n Brown (Athlete. 1960s) 

Jim llrmni (~fartill.'> FeIT) llitih SchnoL Clas, nf !%! ). ,\ 1,,0-qxm 
Purple Rider staml\,nL he is the firs1 O\',\C arhlete hmmr~d primarily 
1or ru!f. !11 1he OVAC atk·las,; tournm1wnL lw improl'ed each )ear in 
plm:e _!ounh, 1_hird. second and firn his four_ years. Ile al.In 110n three 
OV:\C Ohm-,1de tiiles. lie 1;;,m three Ohm d1stnc1 crnwm af1er p!acmg 
'>tcornl as a frc,hmm1. In 1he Ohio ~li1!c 1tmmmncn1. he imprmed t•ach 
season !1th. 8rh. 6th and -lll1 as a ~eniur. !!is career match record was 
~J.4, including !:l-1. as a ,cniur after mnrks of 9-1. l Hl and W-1 He 
\\'a~ nwda!i,t m _-:19 of 47 career rnatdw~. 

!n b:v;keiha!!,1lw .'i-font-1 ! p1anl was a twn-time ,\!!-OVAC C]ass ,\A.\ choice. twice AII­
E;1stem Ohw I co•caprnm as _,en ion and AH-Ohio ,crnnd and ihml team m 111 o win: sen·ite 
~dcc1io11s. ! le was cn-rnptain in the Ohm NoTT1h•Snu1h :\!I-Star Gami:. 

Ile earned a scholarship 10 play gn!f and baskctha!J at Ohio State and hernm(' OSLJ'\ No.! 
ic:nlfer. and senior tram _eapWin, 1111d a thr.:c• ;a-ear \·arsity ba~ke1hall knenl1JJL 

After six :iears rnad11n;, al Ru!!iM Collq:e in Flornfa and Krnt Swre. he re111med in !97.s 
to become Ohiu Srntt.•s ninth ;:nff coach. lie remnined for J6 se;h\Hti a, 1he !011ges1 tenme_d 
coach 111 any ,port n! OSU. Jli:; 1e:uns wnn !7 Big Ten tl!k~ nm! the !979 NC\:\ champi-
onslup amonF 1 i NCA,\ Top !() finishes and nppearances. A 1hree-1ime m_g Ten C"nJch 
of the Year, 1w 110n orn1imu! honnrs m l'J79 198h. lk has been ind11cieJ mto !he (!off 
Coaches of,\merica lfoH of Fmne and the Ohin Sl11le.,\1hkiies !!aH of Fame. Brn1n1 splits 
retiremenl lime between Cnlllmh\!$ and Hnrida. 

Rhonda Noble 1Athk1e - 1010,1 
Rlwnda Soble (SL Clairs\"ilk lliph SdHKll. C!as1 of !979). Sh,~ was 

one of the nm 1hree-~por1 f1:mnk ~!hkte, in Ohm VaHey annab. She 
was also one of the hest. 

~obk nol only starred in volle:i-b;\ll, lmskethaH and softball for ihe 
1.ndy Red Devlls. hm 1he wns ~!so jw,1 as inljmcSsivc in !lie realm of 
atndrmics. /'-,'oh!e·s many rnlcms hdpeJ efe\a!c !he Lady Red De,ils 
to learn SllCCt'S5. 

As :1 <.enior. she led SL C.'~ 10\h::i-bu!l team to thr H'giona! 1011ma· 
menL l! wa, a milestone achicwment as it marked the first 1!me an 
Eas1ent Ohio team ever adl'anred to ihe Sweet 16, Tl1c Ladv lfrd Dt•Yil, 11cre also crn1>ncd 
OVt\C chunipinn:; 1hat season. Noble was 101ed !he tcanfi mo-'>I l'ahwhle pla;er that cnm• 
patgn, an honor she al,n landed as a sopl10m0re. As dominming us she 11us in vollt)ha!!. 
Nohlc may ha1·e been even more-,u i11 baskc!ball. !n leading St. C. tn the OV,\C champion• 
ship her senior carnpnign, Nq\J\e l;rnded ewry cunctJvah!e honor. She 1,as \oted. all-OV1\C. 
aH.District. all-Va!!ey and al!-Ohm. Shew~.<, narnct! the team·s MVP mid was rhos.en tn pla) 
m the OVAC A!l•Srnr Grune, In sof1haB. she was a three-war le11crwmner and ww, arnrn 
named 111\'P as a senior. • ' 

I !er St. C. car~er featured 10 mhlcik lea er, mid hwig vnlt't! 1he ,chnol's female a1hk:e of 
1.he :ear for t978•7'J. She wa> _aho a mcmher nf !he St. Clairsville !\atin11at 1/onor Sode!y 
She was mducied into the Si. CbirsvUle lligh Schoo! A1hletic Ila!! of Faine in 1008 

Ken Vargo (Athlete - 1950s) 

Jir11 i<1rgo i\la11ini Ferr> llii:h SdH1ol. (l;)y; nf !1J52l. A thrce-,pnrt. tour 
;a car Purple Rider :uhk1,: 11cho wa, k':tm c;iprnin in fuoth;d] and b;isketlm.11 as 
a senior and 11 track team nwmber. A ()-frn.Jl. 184-pnund eemcr !i!wbackcr in 
fnnthall. he earned first temn A,~udated Press AH-Ohm defense as a ,enim 
and w;is sekned caprnin nf the AH•OV:\\ and ,\!J.\'aHe:, "'Bi);l Sclmnr· 
honor rnlls. The 195! :\!!-Valley selections »ere the first n1ws selecting Big 
aml Small School u:ams. Vaq:o. a 48-munne player. abn 11a~ a !\\lHime Alf· 
Ea,;iem Ohio ,dection m c,·nter. 

lie earned a stholar;hip 1H Ohio Sinte ! inirersit) 
)eU regular a! cerner and Buckc:,-c co•captain ;is a 
!lf:<! 1e;1m All· Big Ten Cnnference \l:Hh 111 o 
I lc11mw Tn1phy 1, inner Howard lllopalim[c) 
\'aq:o pla;ed in the [95(1 !lufa Bowl. 

he h<:came ,1 thret• 
1,!ien lie earned 

in 1tw Collq.:L' h1\11ball !laH of Fame 
and Ont!antl Tniptiy winner fon Parker 

r\$ n juniur. he W3S a rq:ular 011 n !0-!l record team 11h1ch won 1he Hmt: Bowl. 20-7, n•a l.1SC 
and was nanwd the AP Na:iona! Champions. 

Vnrµo l\'fh drath.-d in the ninth rmmd by 11.e Ch:rnro Be3rs of!he :-,.;mi_onal FornbaH !.eapw. !Ju1 
opted to p)av in Cnnada 1,ith t!w Ott;iwa Rough Rilkrs where he 11:is Canadirm FootbaH Lcacue 
:\H-Star li11Cbacker 111 hi> 1'156 rnolw , ... ;:··, • 

,\f!er his plriyini: care~r, he f\'!Dained 111 and resides in Onawa. 

Larry Marmie I Athlete - 1%0,1 
Larry .\lan11ir OlarnesviHe High Sdnx)l. Class of 1%0).An ,\B-Ohin 

quanerback for the Shammd.s. he also earned r\11-0VAC honor~ in footbaH 
aml AH-Eastr:rn Ohm h\moro in lia>hlha!! a11d fo,nibalt a5 a senior. l!e alsn 
11as ,det!et! AlJ.\'a!ky "Small Srhool"' finl learn quarteiback 

P!ayi11i.: fm coach Bob {Smokey} \\'iDn on a 7-2 rec on! team ;r; a senior i1! 
1959. Marmie was sdecied 101hc liP! A!l-OhlO f!ass ,\A team and played in 
the !960 Ohio-Wes! Virginia AH-Siar rame. The 19:'i9 Shnnmxks ;i\·crai:ed 
J0.4 [Xlint, a pnne wi1!J Marmie ruohmµ for (,26 yards and p.is,ing for 566 
:ard, in a babnrcd at!aek. 

In l'J60. he wa!ked on at Ohio Staw Unheroi1y and was a memha of t!w 
freshman team twfon: nansfrrring for !us final 1hrcc years rH Ea,tcrn Kcnwcky lfoirersity ,\ 
fotff<fear starter m quarterback, he \\'115 team rnp!i!in and MVP .-is a senior nnJ sc! seven ochool 
rernrds. 

:\ftcr fiw cnllepe asshtam rnaehing Job>, be jninrd 1\rirnna Swie as 1kfr11,i,e so(mlinator !11 
[98:'i ;mt! hecamc_he;1d coach for fom :,ears fwm l'JHS•'>l ,\fter stops al Tcmwssee and UCLA. 
he jomed the prn!ess1on3l coachmg ranks Imm !996•20().\ wi1h rhe ,\nrnna Cardmah. lk then 
jomcd the SL Louis Rmm i20(W-0)) a!l(l Sca!!lc Seaha\\k~ (~0()().(}9} Last ,ea;.on wn~ his 47th 
;,car in conching. 

!k currently resides in Califomb. 

Peri Powell Uthlctc • 1970s) 

l'cri' l'mrr/1 I 1\laains FeJn· !li,:h Sch 0111. Clas~ of 197')) She distimmished 
herself as a suii.:rh collc·;-c ,;1Wi,~ll pbJeL Unfomm:ndy for !'(meH. lier ln;h 
;cll\J<.:)! dill !\O! fiehl a prep softb:iH team. 

That didn't stop lier. htmc1er. fmm !wing an excqnionnl ,11Mr1e for 1he 
Purple Riders, le11ennF in !lm:e spor!S. 

!\mdl itll! rate.> a> tHW ufthe finest baskttbal! p1a}eG. male m female. in 
Martins Frrry tlJ',tory. She \X\\lf\.'d m l .40--l f¾lllllS in ha !n (he 
process. the dynamite puanl 1vas accorded al!-Ohin honor5 am! 
senior. She was a!so honored as OV:\C !'b}er of !he Ye:ir as a w~s 
captain of the· 1\ll• Valley team ilia! same 

l'tmel! disp!aytd her 1ersa1ili!y by four Jear', in rn!!e:,tml! for the Ferrbn> ,1hHe also 
knering !hfl'l' J e:1G in 1rack and fkld. 

Softball came !O !he forcfrnnt al 1he ne.\l tnl'l. as Po11dl ea med a full ~choiarship 10 !he Colkg-e 
ol'Stcub,:rniHe. k, fate 11m1id ha\t' iL the rnl!e;:e did away with !he program afler two year,. 

Powell n:mailwd undaunted. !m»e;er. She oimply wok her vn>l sof1hall skills w West Litll:rty 
State Cn1k'ge. h ll'l!S a mow that paid quid;, nlhdt. \hm1 dh·idends. !'owtl] earn<.'d firoHc;1rn nl! 
W\'!AC acrn\ad<.'s in sof1haU for !be L1dy I !Hlmpp,;r~. She opted, howe1er. to lea,e w,,st Libi:ny 

It was rmt 1he end of her rnlkgb1c t'.\ploits,.is ,he deciikd w ply her1rade al Wheeling Cnlkg,: 
inow Jesuii l 1nher,ity). She scripted a hrilli~n11wn•:car career with the l~1dy Cardinal;. 

S_he gained a!!-WVJAC honors both seamns a_nd wa.1 named wnfrrcnce pla:,er_or the year as a 
.1e11mc She batted ..\J7 1hm year. Powell p!a)("d m the NAIA nawmal tournament m San An101110. 
Te.\as. !'owdl was 1uted ;'i:\!A ,\!1-,,\meriean, the first Lad1· Omlin,1! mhlc!e 10 e1er rain !ha! dis, 
tinrtion. Wlwc!ing Collq;c n:timl ha sof!tm!l .w!',ey ln 1981 -

Alier her pla:ing {by,;. Pm1ell disringui,IR-'\l her;,e!fi11 the toad1inµ r;mks. She s,:n('d n,<, Whcding 
Collq:e head snflha!l coach for 1110 )erir:;, being nanwd the WV!,\C Coach of the )br, on!y to haw 
tl1e college dl.,;continue the program. !'(mdl currently ser,es a> <l'i\istant soflbaU roach m ;',-!anins Ft·11;·. 

,\f1er rtcehinµ her SL C diploma, Nobie went from nne hilltop to another. She chose 
West Liberty Slate College HJ collti!llie her athk!ic and acndemir pursuit and 1he was a 
rare th~C·'iJXH1 perfomwr m col!cge. She was w impact performer early on for 1l1e L;idy 
!li!hopr,t•rs' \'Olleyball pn1111,1m. She was named all-WVl,\C a, a sophmnore, junior nm! 
,cnwr. Shr helped lead \\'l.~C w 1he confrn:ncc cruwn 111 !981 ,\11-rnnfrrenre honors and t----~:;:::;:~;:::::::;::::::-:-:--::---:::::--:-----;:=====:;-i 
Noble hecame synonymm1£. She euncd aH-WV!AC plaudi1s in basketball as a wnior and 1\,1 k E I' 
as a Junior ant! scmnr in softball. She 11w;. indurlc'd m10 the We51 Lihet1y t_inhwsHy !!aH 1'' ar ffiffiCr IUg (Athlete· 1980s) 
of Fame Hl 2000. She n:rnmed as West Ub~rt_:, ·s head volle;aln!! rnach from l98/J-!IJ95 .\lark E111merli11,: (East Li,erpo.ol llifh Scbo<JL C!ass of l'l8'lL Wn:,1!in7 
During that trnure. she 1,,1., twice ( !1!87 & 1981) vntl'd \\'\'!AC Vo!le\baH Coach uf !he am! Emmrr!inµ are 'i.)1lOff\-mous. 
Year. '.'-l_obk is 1he drnirper,on _of \\"est Uherty·s Depanmen1 of lkatrti' & l!unrnn perfor Ile is the mtqn~stioned greate_q grnppkr the Colmnbiana Connty-ha,aed 
mam:e rn the CoHege of EducaH011. ~dJ\1(1! h;,s e,rr produced. ~loremn. he is om' of the rnn>I successful in 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Allio Group 

Ohin Va!ky ,\1hle1ic Confrrenn• annah. 
Emnwr!inµ_ reached rarified air in January of l'l&'J. H;at is 1\hen the 

wle111ed amt );riny Poncr hec~me only the ,econd wrcsilcr io wm four 
OV,\C ma! dwmpumships. the other hem,µ lq:embry !!a!) of Famer Bohh} 
Dmig!as. Emmcr!inJ! esiablist)(.'d an Ea~l l.1\erflllOI ~dwol r~rnrd, dialhm~ 
\ljl ! l'i can.•er 1nl.'stli11g vicrnries. Ile also owns Potter ~chno1 rcrnnh frlr 
mml high school 10ummn,:11t pl;1cc, {24 l. nm.11 pin'.> ( JO{)) and mo>t tlud•march \·1c:orie, 1'12) 

rn, fourth OVAC Toumarn,:nt 1i1le nlw hroughl him the rntetcd Dal'it! Bierkortte _-\want 
cmh\ematic as the Hmrney·s 1-!Vf'. Emmerling caprnrcd thr,·e sec1ionn1 clwmpinmhip>, three 
di.11rk! crowns and a rq:mna! no111L His <,!ate wumamc•nt hopes »ere dashed hy injurks as a 
J!HlWr and se11inr. llis mm SlKi.'CS5 w;1.1 ll'idcly c111br,1eed hy the Ea.11 Lin•rpool comrrnm11y. !k 
n:cei,nf the Lou Vcndilli ,\ward as the ,d1()n] nnhwndin~ wre.,1kr ,1h1k al\n bcinr tmnorcd 
hy 1he city's nia;,or wiih ·•~fork Emninli11g Day" nn Feh:f,. !%9 -

!!is prep pm1,ess led him to West Vir;-inia University 11hcn.' lw eamed two mai lencG for 
the Mournarncers. 

lie also p1crform('t! 11e!! in 
!he da.,swrnn. bein1, 
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e,..:clkd as a discus 
Raidas· relay teams. 
also tos~mg 111;; disws 

,\twr ricking 11p his 
for the Tcrranin;. He 11as 

>pnl as a_iunlor_ By the time he was 
1,lnchresnl1edhtmmovi1wtna :.· • .. 
Clllf} inlo !be NFL l!e \l;s rn1 
Dolph111_,· ta,-l squ;1d 111 l'N!. Ro~e·s pro 
Orla1:do Thtmder of t!w \\"mid Ftx1lhall Lrn!'ue. 

IJen 

career. 
11er ,,hat SHk of the ba 

be Big R.edS footbal11 
• 11h1d1 be earned 

se,:son. 11as 
lie spe!ll fnur seasons a\ lindiad;er with the Hnn1ns and 1!ien 
Pad.er, in :(XJ6. bm ended his pmf'es.simd playing 

, 'i,eofo 
H-OV,\C 
a senior_ A~ a jun 
11md h(mor;;hk n 
sdm!arship to Em 
in E'.\!l.' l"aIT 

1'.C of 771{ 

cm::tr 1ad.les h;\J one rnten:ep!i1J1L 
,\lnnr with a1Ji!it1es. 

haske!ball kmm cnaclwd by OV,\C !fall 
hoop squad 11cm1 !he district lilk. Taylm 
!hen r;m tr;;ick as a sprinter_ 

nf n,n O\'AC Ch:m;rin11sh1p i-----~J;-d-,-;'~d~';-f;:-:S~l;--:-;f;---::-------------;:=====;--i 
Ammirn.n1e. The !'l'J7 Big Reds' , C I 18 1 '- ep 1CI1 (Alhlcle - .21}{J0s) ~-

basd1:J!l cad;, )D hJs prep rnr,:er and j(•tfidiali Stcphrn {Siienllll(h\!11 Hi;:h Sd1u1.JI. Ck\.':,S of 2002L Th,:n: i;,n·! a ffflW'"'""~ 

Taylor 1,as inducted to the Fkllaire l!igh School !!all of Fam,· in 20U'i 
spm1 can name !hal !hi, former 7.cp di<lll ·1 shme in durinµ his hiµh school 

aU-Ohm in frnnb:dl a11d basklhaH. it was rm the ba,cb:ll! 
tfonmml \\her,:: npencnccd lw, gn:iltcs1 s;iccess. 

A four )CJr starter for !he Zeps. Stephen was one of the finest hiners 1he Ohin 
\';\lle:; ha;, ner s~'<n. !le 1hc 7.q,s in hi!ling as a senior ~t 54L \,Jm:h sti!l 
stinds as llir sdmol's ,111 be.st. hlf his career, Stephen b;it!ed ..!75. lfe alw 
lnd 511:riificmH f)(lf' iri rm hm ;;s cn(knccd by the !2 home runs he hit us a ~nior, 
1,hich r;:mked ,;ccrmd in Ohio !hat 

Sponsored by Robinson A1110 Group 
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Jan1cs Companion (O\'AC Contributor) 
J1111ieI F, Cm11p<mio11, Jr. Hhe Linsly Schno!, Class of 1990). I k 

es1:1h!is!ied Scholastic Spom Marketing. LLC along with Bill Ihlenfeld ;~ 
in '.!00'4 (he ha~ been the sole owner since 20! t) to help l11gh srhrn:it 
lcat,ues r;ll',e nmiw;, w enhance the owrd! expenence for high schoi:it 
stn<lcn!•n!hktes by developing revenue streams \>hik fm1eri11g aware­
ness of the athkl1c 1;wnts. conferences and mstitulions. 

Scho!a:,tic Sports :\-lilrkeiing, LLC beg.in its :1sso.:iatio11 1\it!i the 
OVAC m !he 10():'i.!)6 school _year, ovcrseei11p marketing and pmmo-
1io11s for the nmFerence. Companion frns secured !oral, regional and 
natiuna.l spon>or>hips (among them the likes nf ~lcDona!d"s, I !m11\ng1tm Bank and Suln1;ny 
Restaurants) nml rm! only attJllin::s the sponsors, !ml make:, sure 1ha1 the hi!!> arc paid. 

Thanks to SS1\I, more than S750J}{}() bas been generated tu help make !he Confncncc mn, 
mduding more than S218J){)(} rctum to the ,dmoh tbro11gh the b:isketbaH p!a:offs over tbe 
past seven ;,car and more than 54:!,00{} to prnndc certifo:d !r;1lncrs al crcry Conference­
run e•cnt. S.S~I hao, also served as tlw m:ukcting arm for the West Virginia "Super Si,;" 
S1atc foo!bd! Champion.1hip> sim:e 2008 and. ;ilong with WTOV-TV9. direc!s the ··oVAC 
Kickoff t'<ight'" e;ich } ear. Prior In forming Schut.isl!c Sports Marketing. U.C. Cumpanior1 
performed_ mar_l;eiing and prumo1ion duties ,a bolh Davidson Co!kge and 1hr; llm>crsity 
of South Carolina; ,encd as an ns.,,uiatc comm1ss1tmer nf the Bm South Conference: an<l 
~erred nn national Aswcia1ion uf Co]lcgi~!e !\larketing i\dministr:"11ors ( NAC~I,\) Iloart!. 

Hob Roe (Co;,ches) 
Rob Roe (\farnood !!id1 Schoo!. Class of !92:'il. lie did it al! in lh!c 

:uhle1ic n·a!m: a talented athkre: a nml!i-spon coach \1ho s1Kn'i:dcd 11t both 
the high ,.::hoot and col!e1cc le,-el; and even an 01Tic1al. 

At 1he 1ime he rdin:d from !Hgh school co,1dnng in 1 %5 w t;1ke the 
West l.ib1eny State Co!kfc job. Roe w.,s the winningcst ftxllbJ.f! nmch in 
OVAC lm!ory with a 182 .. 122-}I record. lie coached at Warwood lligh for 
10 )car, ( !()J ! •40) and \hen at \\:heeling I !i11h for 2'4 5'.'it'iom ( l'J➔ t ·6-ll 

lie Wth !he winnin~ co-nxich (wi1h Irwin !lowel!) of the first West 
\'irgmia-Oh10 A!!-S1ar 'rno1bal1 Game in !<J.U:). he:rtill[! Ohio 13-7. I le lalcr 
serwd as the AU- Slar Game Dircl'!ur frnm 19-16-62. 

Ile also kd t!w Wheeling hoy5· !rack squad In three ~1rai1:ht OV,\C 1i1lcs (!9.W-!f,) and a 
rare onc-cla.ss W Va. st;1tc ehnmpionship in !946 dm teams 11cre rnnncr-up ln \fJ-1.'I and"+\.) .. 

At West Ub,,riy. he co,adwd the I liUtopper;; for nine sc;Lsons fndu<lin:c an unhcalen ;,.eason in 
!970 ;md into 1he NAIA pla;,-o!h in t970 and ·71 as West Virginia Conference champion,. llis 
WL co,1d1i11g record was 50-14•7 .. lk was !Wice' n:uncd WVC Coach of1he Year. 

Roe was alo.1i a ba,J..crhaH official for 20 years. scr\'ing three tcnm as prcsidcn1 of !he Ohin 
Valley Board of Appnl\ cd B;i"hl'!ball OITicials. 

As an :llhk!e, he wa~ a team caprnin of!he Wmwood I lii;h football team and a frn1r-ye:ir ,-arsi1y 
performer al llc!hallj College. 

Roe. 11,lw passed away in !()8..J., is a memhe_r of fi\"!c olher halls of fame . West Vw,2:inia Stale 
Spurts, City n! Whcding, l 1pper Olm, Valky Dapper Dall. West Liberty U1111."trsi1y and Bcrhany 
('o!ICf'C. lie was alc,o !he n..,-.:ipicnt of !he OVACTrnd. C.1] Giffin Awanl. 

Paul Rickards (Athlete - I9~0s) 
l'a11f Ricl,,1mls (Wlwcling l!ii;h Schno!, Class of 194-i). ]fo was a threc­

spm! star 1\!10 was lnhekd by Hal! of Fame coach Boh Rnc a, 1hc best 
foolba!! pl:iycr he c\'cr t:narhcd. The 6-foot -1 . PX)-pnundcr played ccn!cr 
as a sophomore hdo~ hecnming a nmnrng.pass111µ quar1crb:id;-1ailback· 
linebacker pun1L'l' for the \\'ildcats. lie was the only 111tHirne first tenm, 
otw-class aH-c,wtcr in !1142 ;rn(\ !()4J nm! was \Oted the !Op stale pas,cr 
for 11\0 )ears_ As a senior, he cnmple!cd (,.() pasoes - a rare 1o!a! 11! the 
time for nine TD, and rnshcd for !O scores .. Ile abo was the team·s top 
ladder. kick returner and pun1cr, lie eanwd md..:namc of .. Pitching l':iur· 
because of passing in era ur moot!y running. 

In baokerbal!. he was a 1lm·e ;i-ear re1m!ar and hclptd the Wihlrats win the siatc one-..:!a,s 
!it!c as a junior 111\en \\.hr:din;, capped 26-1 n:conl by winning ils fina! 21 l le 
first team AU-OVAC on lhc firs;l•n·er scke1ions and fir:,t lt'am orw-clas\ 
and sc•cond team as a itmior 

In trad;. he wnn a r'are "double"' 111 !lie onc-daos ,1ate meeL capturing the long jnmp am! 
,hot put for 1h1: ~\;Ht nmner•up team, !le afso helped Wheehng wm the firs! oflhree ,1rnigh! 
011e-dass 0\',\C cmwns. 

Rccrnitcd for fomhall by Pitt, he was a four-;ear !et1enmn \\'ho kc! 1he i\CA,\ 1n p;i;;sing 
yard, a, a fn:~h111an wi!h a '>dtool- rd·onl f;t/7 } ards. 

He nho p!a:nl one year in the NFL with tbe Lo~,\ngeles Ram-;. lie passed away in )999 

Bill Brubaker (<JVAC FmnUyJ 
/Jill /JndJ(IAcr (Mcd,;micsbuo, Pa. Hidi Schuo!, Class of !()74). :-..01 

only ha, Brnbakcr l'njoycd an u!1r;i,sul'U:;,ru1 :S..\-_y car 1tint a, beat! swim 
min)! cn.ach 11t ·na: Lms!y Schrnil, he\ !A.·rn a dri,ing fun:e !ll:hind the con­
tinued pm11h of 1he sp011 throughout the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

lie has spent his cntin: !11t_:h ~choo! nuchin? career at !.insly and has 
con!inticd the sdinot·s am;uing OV:\C drnninancc in the ponL Brnhake(s 
!ht nf conf<'rr:ncc !i!!c<, includes: mmhim:d ti!le~ ( 198], '82, 'Sl and '84); 
ho;,s !ilks 0985, 'Sf,. '87. '88, "89, '90, '1!L 'lJ::!. '(JJ, 200.\. 'O..\. 'S, '09, 
'JO, ·1 t, '12. TH; and girls titks (1990. '91. ·9:1, ·9.i. 2009. '11, '12. UJ. 

Ile has coachn! four A11-A1m:rica11 swimmers Ben lhzk!t, Ji.>nn:, 
Lo,:11·, 'llwrnn l'.ippa" and Knfo Rosepappa -- and has L>::>:1d1cd a to1al of J! Ac:11kmic All 
American,,. Bmhakcr ,cr,eo, <l'i the mt·ct director of 1he OVAC Sv, imminr Champio11.>hip> and 
1he 1;ven! w:c; renamed thtc Bill llmhaher Swirnmin1, (Jimnplonship, in '.?OU. 

For "'Bm"'< s1,·immin[! b a .'65-day it ye;ir ;port. e1cf) thinµ from regular S-eason high ~chvo1 
mee!S !O Sll1llllk'f mcds loAAU cnrnpd!11(lllS. 

As an a!h!e1c•. Brubaker was a fmlf-yc;ir kttrnmn in 1;1dmming al ~kchimi~·sbur:p lligh anti 
a four-year leucmi:m ;it West Virginia l,inin~rsily. Ile served as team c11ptain and 11nn the John 
L:iw Award as the outsi.in<ling senior Sl.rnnmn. Afo:r oht~inir.g his llachelor of Sci<'nce dcpc·c in 
Edu car ion a11J Teaching from \\"cs\ Virµirna l TniH·1-sity. he ,pen! a )Car as au assistanl coach wi1h 
the /\lonmaineers' ~\'• im team and snYcd Ll!le )car as !lK"'C1 direcior of !he ['..astern ln!cn:0J!q_:ia1c 
Swimmmg Champinmh1ps. A k<tchcr ;,t Lms!y siw:e 1980, he ,en,·~ as chair ol 1hc Socia! 
Smdics DepanmenL 

Jim Potts tCuachcs) 
Jim l'otu (Buc\..hannon-l.'r,hur !ligh School. Cla>> or 1%..\). Potts tx-gan 

teaching at Cmni•mn in 1971 and he '>!artc'd the junior high wn:o!ling PWb'!"afll 
there Iha! Jcar. lk spcn! 31 year, as head wrestling rnach of l!w Dragons 
(1974-~005) and !:Her ~!limed a~ an assiq;u\l var,ity n\1ch for ,e,·crnl }Cars. 
Pons compiled an impressive J(13-94-! tluaJ rnecl record. winning 87 !ouma· 
mtnl champiomhips and finishing w, nmncr•UP on .<h occasions, !n O\'AC 
cnmpcli!mn. Pons-led ma! Stjuad.> unas,ed !5 OVAC Class A wumamcnt 
champion5hips (1984, '91, '92, ''JJ. '1J.4,. ''l5, '96, ·,n, '98, '!)9, 20!Xl. 'Ol, 

·m and '05); finishing as !he ovrcral! '>Ccoml or third place fini,hcr as 
His tt·;1ms abo won 15 OVAC Dual \kc! cha111pini1,hips. Pn11s was 

named OVAC Wrcs1lin~ (\l..1th of the Year a 101al of t5 !imco,. \!is !91)6 team won the first Boh 
Sandler Sport.snr,1nship 0Award. 

In state compditinn. Camcmn won four c011.<,c•ruti1·c W.Va. Cta.,sAAiA championships ( 1991-
94) and finished as the nmrn;r- up three times. ! le was named Wes! Virginia eta~, AA/A Coad1 
of1he Year fht'. times (1989, ·91. ''12. ·•i.) and '94). 

I le recencd the OV,\Cs prestigious '":\-Ir. M:tt" award m 2008 for bis dedication and >en-ice 10 
the sport of Wf!.'.stlmg smd was inducted m10 the \\bt Virgm1;1 Chap!~r of !he Naiional Wn:s(!ing 
!ta11 of Fame in 2007, 

I le nlso served as head football c(mch at Camcn:m for ! l a 55-5) overall n:cortl 
including one appe;irnnce in rhe W .. \'a. Cla£s A stale 1.'oachcd W. Va. tn a 2:!-14 
win rwer Ohio m !he O\',\C ,\!l-S!ar Fuotb;d) Ch-;sic in 1989. l'nt!~ also ,pent 1imc as the head 
track and ha.>diall cz1r1d1. 

,\s an a1hkte, P,m~ comp.::!cd in three sports {wresiling, f(~1tba11_and baseball) at Buckhannon­
\_'p~lmr \\here he was a mcmher or !he school's 196.l state d1,1mpmmh1p fon!haH learn and !hen 
played both foo1haU and ba,cball (a first tcama!konfen:nu: .selectinn)a! G!cnvme S1a1eCt1l1q:e, 
enming tns degree there in !967 

Jack Prettyman (()mdu(s) 

Jae/;. l'rl'lly1111111 ('.'lloumbvdl_e I li?h Schcs.)]. Class of 1958): One of the 
best-knmrn official, in the Ohm VaHey, he retin:d m 1007 atwr 1,orkrng 
43 years as a member of 1!w Ohm \'alley Board of Approved Foo1haH 
Officials. spending two_years as prcsidem, two years a nce-prc.sidem_am! 
10 \~arson the EM'L'\lt!Vc Boan!: and 10 wars as a member of the Ohm 
\'rdlcy Board of Appmn·d Baskctba)] Of!icia!s. \crving as presit!cnl and 
vice-president. 

!k wnrkr:d \\'VSS,\C pbyoff pmes for 30 :c:m. induding_!hc finab 
eight Hmcs, as wcH as t!ie \\est Vir!!im:i Nor1h-Snu1h All-Star Game: and 
spent 20 :,ears working Ol !SAA playoff games plus !he Oh1(1 ;,.iorth-Smuh 
A!J.Star Game. 

Prcn:ma11 officiated the Rudy \lumfey ()\'AC All•Star Charity Foolh:ill Claosic fiw times 
and was the Honorary Rcfrrec at !he game m :!OWL 

lk officialcd Wcs1 Virginia Conference games for JO years in basketball and 27 in football. 
indmlin)! '.!O ;,car5 al the foiats in ha,letliall and cifhl )"l'ars of playoffs in foo1hall; and he 
also worked games in !he Eas!c•m 8 and A1!.mtic !O conferences for 25 year,;. including lO 
years of playoff action. 

Preuyman offici:t!ed 1hee years in the pmfe.,~iona! lndnor 1'001baH League, 11orking !he 
championship game in 2002. 

A resident ofClkn Dille. he received the Robert D:iw~on OV,\C llaskethaf! Offkiab 1\wan! 
in ::002: a Special Achiewmcm Award from 1l11: Dapp!cr Dan C'lnb of !ht' l.lp]X'r Ohm Valley 
m 200l:\ ;md ,cvcra! ,crvice awards lmm various of!!\:1a!i11g org.ini1ations. 
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Mike Ingram 1Athlctc. I950sl 
,\lil.e lllgram /1\e!la!re High Schoof, Clas\ of !9.'i7\. Nkknamed ··nw 

Timk" bcramc of lu, physii:a! play as a 5-fnm-'). 120-pom:d fu!lbark­
Hndnc\..er. he was a threc-,pmt Bl!! Red,· qa]war,i in footha!I. ba,kdba!l 
and track. I le led Bclfam: (o fnotbal! reeords of 7 -3. 9-0- ! . 7 ·.1 am! 5-5 

!k was a !Wo•lime ,\l!-Eas!t'm Ohio ehoice v.lm was ,\H-OVAC Class 
AA first 1eam, AH-Valley second learn. :iml Al' All·Ohio ,ernnd 1earn as 
a j11niur. 

Recrnitcd hy Ohhi Stale rn.id1 Wood:, lla)cs, be wa-1 eonrend lo an 
offensive guard-lincbadn and l"h'c:mw n th~c·Jear Btid.e~e s!arter and 
!%! 1eam co-captain for !he 8-0-l rccnrd Biµ TCn Conference champions 
1,h1ch 11ere ranked No. 2 in both win: service rmlls. The 8-2 n:nird !%0 1eam was ranked 
No.H 

I le earned first icarn ,\lt-ll1g 'Jen as a ,enior and played rn the !'.:l.',t-West Shri1w p1me and 
!Iola Bo1,! game, lie was dralled the NFL Waslm1gton Redski1is and AF!, Bo,ton P:Hri(lb, 
bm didn't play pm baH. Ile a\\'ay in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jim Kerr (Athlete - 1950s) 

Jim lfrrr {St. ClairwiDe High SclmoL Cla'.is of !9S7l Af1er pl1yi"'-f' 
quannhack as a junior. 1hc: firU<-, e;ir ().fouL ! 80·pnund nmnin:c b;icl, 
led tht Red De,·ib to a 7.0.2 record »hik kadinp the Ohm \!1111<:) in 
scoring wi1h a sd1rn1t•~con.! 150 r•Jint~ in nine games. !-le rn.1hed for 
! .298 )anls (83 y11nh p<n carr;, l aml lnnded sn pass recep1ions !or 
811,anb. 

A~ n defensive buck, he hat! sc,·en pass i.ntncep!inns arul the Sfl'.'ed 
s1cr ah\) n:Wrned kicks n kwknffs for .1.:?J )imls and nH• pum~ for 
1:n y,mhJ. He t'i\rncd Alf-Ohio.AH-Vulley.AH-OVAC and All-Eastern 
Ohio foo1ball honors and he also rnmpe1ed in trncL 

The multi-threat bad e;,rned a schnlarship to Penn S1a1e where he was a 1hree·)<:;1r wgu­
!ar nrnning lwck-defen.siu: hack mid kick rl.'.!UTT1er on teams 11,•f1h rc·nmh nf 7-J, 9-2 and 
6-J-1. As a ~enior, he wa.> !he !\itwny L10rn' !Op 111shl'r. p;15s rcn:in'r, kickoff n:11m1a and 
scorer He ~cored !hrtc wuchdo1n1s a1;nim1 Amw. In hi~ I.at \\lo oc,;Vinns. l',:,m1 Stlt(' won 
the firs! !\HJ !.iht.'r!J Bowl;, 01er Abh;ma and Ofegon. 

Alan Jack (Athlete - 1%0s) 
Akm Jack 1Wimcrsvi]k Hit:h SdmoL Class of 1966). He >>a'> a 1hrec 

;l"ar :Uarter 11., a 6- foot. 205-pnund fu!lhack linebacker on wams ..:oadicd 
bv OVAC Hal! ofi-:;irncr Bob Ketr!el',eH !hat 11em 9- l. R-1-1 and 9. J \lith 
0!1ly one loss to OhlO \'a11ey foes. ·nie hist l\>o teams alsu won Hip bphl 
! ,ca,\c\le ti1le5. lk wac, a hk-.:king fu\!hack but. ns a senior. he aho nd1ed 
! 15 times for 58J yanb am! scored 60 poims. 

llis ot:nior honor:, included AI\.O\'AC Ckss AA,\, AH-Val!e_y Bi[! 
School,AJI .. Ea,tcrn Olwi am! All- llif' E(dlL 

!-le earned .i sdmbr:,hip to Ohio S1:11c amL at"!rr playing on tht fresh-
1rnrn 1c,m1, he became a thn:c-;ear srnner as a 6•fn<:JL 220•pound nffcn• 
~iHi p1ard on tc0 ;um wi1l1 n:rnrd.1 nffd, lf].(l and 8· ! . '11w 1.mhcnten 1968 ili;r Ten Cnnfercncc­
ch1mpion lt'am tlefeaied an OJ. Sinipson·kd Snuthc·m California team, ::!7-16 in the Rose 
Bowl and was crowned '.\atim1al Champion with a ~n. l r;ml.inµ in bo1h nmional polls. 

J;rcL was ;clertrd co-c:1pt:iin of the Buclc) t".~ • 8- I re-cmd l {)(19 1c,m1 1thid1 was rn-Biy Ten 
Confen'nce rhampion. 

!-le abo pl•)rd m 1hc· FJ70 Hula !IO\d pmw. He wa, drnfted h_y the Washir.grnn Redskins and was a rqmhlr safe1y in his only 1110 
,c;isons. A~ a rnokil:. he led !he Redskin, in rrns lmen.·eptions 01 rrnd kickoff retnrn'> ( !4 j-------=::-::--:::-::---------------;=====iii 
for .185 ynnh) before hcing s!o1~ed by /i lrg injury. !-k !O derea:.(•d. Rick Coles (Athlete_ 1970s) 

James 'Junior' Moore !Athlete. 1960,1 
James "]1111ior" Mo(lre (\\"hcclim! Hith School, Class of !969). He 

was a threc-spor1 Wihkat alhtar i1l hxliha!l, basketball and hasehdt 
"ho earned a football sdmfar:ship 10 Wake Fores!. 

ln foo1k11L !he 5-foo!- Ill, !70-pouml running hack-defensive hack­
kick rc·turner was !he OV'~ top Class AAA rusher with 1 J -12 yards on 
!89 carries with nine TDo plus 14 pass rectp!ions for 181 yards nnd 
n ,rorc. 1-k was first team 1\!1-Val!ey. A!l-OVAC A!l-l\lmmiamcer 
L~agu1,: and A!l-Cily Offense and DdCnst: while earning second team 
Chss AAA All-S1~le 11l1ilc placi11µ six!h in voting for the Kennedy 
AwanL He was second learn All-Valley as a junior. 

A two-:; ear basketball ltnemrnn on !Op Wildca! teams_, the lclt-h;mded point guard !ed !he 
l9691ea1n in scoring (20 ppg), swa!s and :issis:s ;is W1!llcnt., 11-t'nt 19-l rn regular ,ea,on 
10 \\'in the OVAC Class AAA crown ,md ranked !\o. ::! in the !inill ~late n!gul:1r season 
poll. Ht cnmed fas1 team Clau AAA Af!-Sla!c, A!l-OVAC All- \'alley, All.City and All-
1-.lountalnccr Lea1;1.1c. As a junior, 11c was sixth mnn on n Wilden\ 1ea111 w!11ch ulvancrd u, 
llie swte Cbss :\AA semifinals. 

In bn,cba!l. he tamed three !clt~r. as a firs1 lmsemrm-pitcher and s!ar!cd on tile sL1tc one 
dnss championship team :is a junior. 1-k earned sccnml team one-da,, AU-Stale iwice and, 
as a senior, was firs1 team ,.-..11.\'alley 11hi!e leading !lw Wildcats i11 hillmg (.-446\. 

At Wake Fores!, he led llu'. freshman tcam in mshmµ: before ramini three ur1ity lenen 
a_nd helpinµ the Deacons. as a mphomnre, win their lirsH;\n At)_;inl1c Cout Confrrenct' 
Wlc. He ww, a rnnning back, \\'ide rt'cc1vn, tlefrnsil'c h,1d and k:tcloff-puot rt'lllmer. He 
awr.1i;ed nver '.:O yards per kickoff returns fr;r his career and had nu 89,yud TD rc!mn vs. 
Virginia Tech as n junior. 

Gordon Gordon !Athlete. 1910,1 
Gordo11 "Charley" Gonfo11 (John hlarsha!l High SchooL Clu:1 of 

!977). I-le was nolhing shor! of outslamlin? for the ~!onarchs in lhree 
opom 1rnck. wrestling and fooiba!!. 

As a wc1ghtman in track fi:ir 1hc 1xi11-crful J/1.-1 thinclads. Gordon c~,11\h­
!ishcd the at!-timc Ohio \';lllc-_1,· ,focus mark on !he strength of his !66-9 
toss as a senior, a season in \\htch he won !he OVAC Class '.l·A and \\"est 
Virginia stnk tforn.<, drnmpinmh1ps. He W!h second m the state \hol pm 
even! with a heave of ."i::!-4. As aJ1mior, he was OVAC and sta1e discus 
rnm1cr-up !o OVAC 1-iaH of Fmner John Leon of Brooke. 

He sr•ppl~d for OVAC Hall of Fame Coach Bill Hinq;-anlner and scripted a se11im ~eason 
10 remembc-r. Gordon went umle!catcd, leadinv the l\lmrnrchs to the overnll OVAC crown. 
He 11rm on w cap his mat career ,1·i1h 1hr W. \ 111. Class AAA hcavyweight title. 

Gordon was also a standout on the footbaH fidd, ~tarting 1hree yearc, as an off~nsiYC line 
man and !incb~ckcr. He rcecin,d all·l'>lmrntaincer l.eap1e and aU-OVAC laurt!s as senior, 
although the Monarchs 11,011 just one rcarne 

The 6-2, 255•rxmndcr receiH:d an offer 10 walk on !o the Wvt; foothaH progr.:rn. The 
mol'e paid off as Gordon earned 2 full scholarship while starting twn seamns on tile ofkn• 
siH: tine and 1cllering !hrec !hm•s. 

His se11ior ~c•ison of 1980 marked !he inaU!ZHml campaign for Coach Don ?\ehkn and Ile\\ 
Mountaineer held. He was elected as a co-cnplair1 1h::1t sc;ison. 

Mike Smith 1A11i1c1c. I98tJ.sJ 
,1/ike Smith (Buckeye Trail High Schon!, Ga~s of !98J}. He enjn:,ed 

both personal and 1earn success as 111e fas1 four.year baskctbaH !ctlrnmm 
for the Warriors. 

lndi\'iclually, Smith finished a s!d!ar hoops career 11·[1h 2,188 point5. 
11!uch r;rnks ::!Jrd a!J.1ime !n 1he OHSAA rernrd book. 

He scorn! 25 points in his first \'arsily game as a freshman, fi_nishing 
wi1h ::!)4 fKiirns 1ha1 season, He then displayed remarbble consmtncy. 
st·orin1; 625 a, a wplmmorc: 643 as a Jlmror and 666 as a ~tnim lor a 
four-year average of ::!2.8 point;; p1.'r gmnc. 

Smi!h was se!ecictl lo the alt-Ohm Cla<,s A first team !hl'ce iimrs. 
includinJ,t t,cin;, named the "Fla; er of !he Year'· in ! 983, He was n!sn a three-time fiN team 
aU-F ... mtcrn Dislric! and all- Db1ric1 ! ::! selection. named "Player of the Year'" 011 both teams 
a5 a oenior; and was a fif~1 team a!l-OVAC Class '.:-A honoree. He pln;,td in !he OVAC AD­
Star Basketball Classic and the Ohio Nmth·Sou!h AH·Star Game following his ~enior \ea­
rnn. In addition lo r:mking as Trait's a.H-!ime lradin11 scorer. he is atsn 1he kadlng rdmundn 
with 6-U and is third aH-mnc i11 free thrn11 pcrctntage >H 83.9 pcrcem. 

During Smith ·_s career, Trat! 1•1~te_d a ~pnrtlin.!' record of 88-_8 under !he gutdnnec of Coach 
TCrrv l.xvl:etL "lh~ Smith-led \\-arnor'l'. \\l)l) lhrn• -'~Tlmnal !ilk>. thl't'e d1unct cm1111> and 
Oil~' i·egn;,.;;;l champion~hlp. m:1ting a su1e loumamcm appe,:rance rn J(l/-l,' \ti!h Sn11l!t ocm­
in_w .ti pnin!s in lh::tt /!/llll(, Trad ;;[50 e;q-Htm;d !I\() O\'AC _Ch\\\-/)\ 

S111i1h nmtinuctl 1n sho1H·a~e lu> \1a\lerh;;lt rn)u11s al Hm Gmndc Collt~c. grndnating in 
1937 with a dc!lrCC in hu:.mc;-:,. A f!mr-:e;u !dkrman. he' r;rnk~ mn1l1 nll time Dll 1hc Rio 
Gnmk ~wrinic Ii,! 11ith 1.741 p.:,m!;,. 

lk \\.;h inducted imo the D1,trie1 !.2 lfasldia)] Coach,:;, !·fall nf hme in 2010 

Wck Coles (\Vhtcding Hlrh. Class of !97! ). He was a star for the Wild­
cats in ho1h f0n1bal! ;rnd lnsb:!ba!J,eaming a schobmhip to West Virginia 
l'm\'erllty in the lilll!'T 
The 6-3, 170•1•mnd gtt.ird enjoyed a rccorrheaing hoop career. He a,er­

a;:eil :~:l.7 in tilt rrgular Ie,1,on ;i_;; a se11ior, !emlilll,! !he Wildcats 10 a ~!-3 
r-ccord :md OVAC ehampimuhip honor,. That squad also 11cn1 rn1 to win 
,ectioim! mid rcgion:tl titlr.\ en route to a stale 1ournc) benh 

!·k tied the ~choo1'1 ~ing!e-g;m1e .srnring n:cord. hdd by legendary EY­
('.WH Bnnkman, 11·i1h S4 points in a l47•88 conque,t of Oak Glen. He aim 
11\eraged an :1111:u.int 22 rcbrnmds rx:1· game m Im final c:m1pal;:n. 

For his rnrcer, Cole~ ncned l J89 pnin1s,jmt 22 shy of Wheeling Hii_:h's school ,rnnJ;m!. 
Ile was a two-time at!-Valley "Big School'", al!-OVAC and all-W.Va. firs1 team honoree. 

Cotes 11:as sekcicd ns stale p!aycr of the )tar by the l\lmgamown Touchdown C!ub following 
his senior campnii:n. 

Coles also starred on 1J1c gridiron. krtering three years 11hik performin1; al qn;irtcrback. 
1sit!c receiver and dden1i1·e hacL A1 a senior. he ranked second in OVAC Class AAA pass-
1ll):' yard~ with mort' 1han ! JOO y,mls. 

Coles al.so used lw; versa!ility ;md athleticism 011 !he Wi!t!ca1s' !rnck team. competing in 
rcbys and :is a high jumper. 
At WY\.'. Coles was the scco11d.le;tding ,rorcr a1 the l\lnuntnincer5· freshman squad na his 

_14-point ;n erage. He earned a !encr as a $ophnmore, playing i1_1 2_2 games. As fate woutd have 
1\, ho,1 e, er. Coles ~ulfrffd a broken leg in (he pn.>sca;;on or his Jtm1(ir ;scar which limned lm 
play over the ne.-..11110 )"~n~. 

B;J5!-c:hall coaching icon S:1m ,\ndy calh:d Coles one of the 11-.-0 bc.,;t players he cl'Cr 
rnachcd. the otht:r being Hall of Farner Amhon:; Reed. 

Stan Boroski (Athlete. 1980s) 
Stan llormki (Bucki~~c South 1-lil'h School. ClaH nf !981 ). He may be 

hest knnwn for his bascbaH career. but BormL1 was ;i tn:mendoas !hrtt· 
sport stm1don1 at Bude}c South. He e:irned all•Ohio honors in fon!hn!L 
hasketba!l ;md ba,,d1al1 for· the Rebels. 

Boroski quarlerbacked Sm!lh into 1he foo1ba11 pos!•season as a senior, 
becominf! !he first Ohio \'alley school !o play in the OHSAA grit! p!ay­
nffs. He, unfonunate!y. rni5scd that game due wan inJury incurred in the 
Buckeye Nmth comest. 

A, a junior. he was a hanl-rnnning iailback. He rushed for mnrc than 
1.2CI'.) y;tnl., and 15 TDs Iha! season. He also booted four fidd goats, 
;mia,1ing l J6 total points. 

In hoops, Boroski finished as Buckeye Sou1h·s fifth aJ1 .. time reading scorer. 
As a senior, the Rebels i;ot off !O a !-4 siart while Boroski stiH nursed his fooihall in_jury 

Upon his return, Sou1.h reeled off l 6 stratght wins. He awraged ! 6 points a game in his ~enior 
season. after posting an !!l-pnim a\·cragc as ajuninr. The 6-2 fnrn·:u-d was a !hrct:-year !cHcr· 
m,u1 for kgenduy coach Henry Laszasz. 

ln h;iscba!l. Boro\kr starred on the mound and at the plate for South. 
!-le baned .400 as a senior and nearly the smne as n junior. He tossed a no-hincr as a st:nior. 

Bom,ti !t•d 1hc Rehds to a pmr of OVAC championships and two Uis1ricts berths. 
The t;1le111ed righ!·liandcr al,o was a standout fn Leµ:inn basebalL pcrfonning for Maynard. 

!n hi$ fin.ii ,ca\011 for Pool 666, he baned J:!7 whife gofng fl.:! on 1he liilL 
The- Rll)laml miti\c, \>ho artendcd Ohio Unh:crsity earning a biology degree, plajcd two 

\ca1on, in the :.rnwaukrl" Brcs,er:,· organi:rn!ion. He ended his prnfessmnat p!aying daJs as a 
pitc!:er in the K:msas Ci!y Royals orga11i1ation. His minor league c;ircer spawned a long :md 
'tUttt"S>fol coadiing rnn:cr in professional baschalL Bo10sli spcn! JR year,; coaching with !ht: 
Hom\lm Astms organuat1on [)!;fore hcing named bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on 
Dec. 17, ::!009. He still bolds that JKJS! tod.1y, overseeing one of the premier otaffs in /'.lajor 
Leaft1t Ba1eh:ill. 

Sponsored by Robinson Allio Group 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chad Brinker (Athlete. 1990s) 

Chm/ Jlrinkt'r 1:-,,fonim llirh School, Cfo,5 of 1998) Tlus 
Purpk Rider !q,:L:rnl \hincd in ,ports during hi_~ four-j!'ilr prep 
career, hut!! \\i\5 m footha!l \1hcl'l' he really 1ct1 a lmtH1g m;irk. 

Af1cr k!!crmg as a frc.shm,m, Brmkt:r got l1i, chance !o bt 1lw 
Riders' main 1ai1h;ick thrnugh hb snplmmorl' scasrn1 
dearly madl' 1hc most lus oppommity. Brinhc•r fini,hcd his pn:p 
career with J.984 \anh.11,hich rnnks second al!-!imc al Fem·. ;md 5l 
1ouchdowns. ·nic lrn11ority of his career came as a sc•ilwr whtn 
he r.tcf.cd up 2.0::'➔ yomh. Af!er bnlh Jtmlor nnd ~cninr sc;i~on~. 
Brmkcr was named first-tt;un ii!!- Eastern Dtslncl and fir~t-team all•Ohio As a senior. he 
was the district\ nffeit;ive pla}t'f of !he ;car ;md abo !ht• distric(s nominee for Ohio's 
n>H'tcd \k hwtbaH Award. He was 11bo n;1111nl il l 1SA 'Hiday AU-,\merican. Along wah 
his stale bonors. Brinker was twice nam<'d fir,t-tcarn n!l-OVAC and n11· \'alley. ~en:lng as a 
ro-cap1.ai11 hoth in !9% ;md !1N7. Bnnker to,:ik p:111 i11 the Rudy \lmnky OV,\C All-Siar 
Chamy Football Classic,hut afttr rushmg for 160 yanh in 1lw fiGt halC he 11·;,s lnjufl'd wd 
didn't play in 1hc scnim! half 

His sun·c,,s 1•:arn·t lim!Jcd lo the high school ranks. Brinker signi:d with Ohio l ;nivcrsi1) 
;md earned four k11er,, for lhe Bobc,it:>. !-le w:1s mice named all-\!AC and 1,;ts cho1tn ID 
play in the 2002 Hula Bow) AH-Swr Gmnc in !law mi. Brinker fimslwd his rnrcer 11 ith !he 
Bobcats wi!h 2.826 vanh and ?.7 mshinE toudnlowns, 11hich rnnk fiflh and fourth on !he 
(HT. c.ucer listing. r~spt:ctivcly. Of his y:anls, he ran fnr ! .099 a, a senior. Ile pm forth 10, 
!00,ynrd rnshing game, during !us c.m:er. Brinker put forth 1hmc numbers dcapitc nmoing 
four games as a;m1ior ])(,'nHN' of an injury. Though be wen1 undraftcd, Brinker sipnnl with 
the New York Jets in 2003 nnd pl;1;,cd in !he pre,cw,on before t"teing rdea\e<l on the final mt. 
He scored two touchdowns 1ha1 prc-,cason. lie played in :-.fl, Europe in 2004 

Along with his football c\ploits, Bnnkcr wa~ an 1d!,Ohioan in !rack and field. He finislwd 
,en'n!li in !he Division II !00-mcler dash ns a senior. rnn11ing l ! .:.7 He alw 1cHered in 
haskdml! and hasebalL He earned aH-OVAC in hoops. 

Since grndnating from Ohio Uni\'ersi1y with a degree i11 l':'icrd'.,e science, Brinker scr- cd as 
:1 radio en tor analy&1 for Bnlx:a!S' foo!hal! games, sen cd a, ;in as,isl;mt coach at \\'c_',!,·n·ilk 
Cenirnl and since 20!0 ha, \\orked in the p!aycr pcrwnnd tkpar1ment wi1h 1hc Green Bay 
Packers. He rcn'ivcd a Sup,:r Bo11! ring af1er1lw Packers defeat(.•(! the Sh:ekr-s in 20[0_ 

David Bertolino (Athlc!c. 2000,1 
/)arid fkrt11limi (Bm::h•ye Loc;ll l-ligh SchooL C!ns5 of 2003). This 

Panther prod\lcl wa, a nnc-sport a!htck, hut was one of the hcs1 1nes-
1!crs 10 nw rrace the mah in 1lw Ohio Valley 

l\crtnlino wns a four year n.·rular at Buckeye, hm really b!ossumc<l 
a5 a junior :rnd senior. lk \1on 1he indi\'idual dmmpionship at the 
OVAC T(rnmamen1 in both seasons. 

He was a state qualifier a, a _j\mior and came hack as a man on a 
mission the fi11lowmg ,c,Nm. Dnrintc !us ,eoior season, lknolino pu! 
forth an unhkmi.,hed 44-0 n:eon! and won the 16{)-pound Divi,ion 1! 
s1:11e diampion~lup in the process. 

Bertu!ino finished his prep c·arcer with ii qrong 15:.1.:_2 record and wa, named the 2(1()J 
Ens1em District Wres1!cr of tfw Year. flcrtolino didn'! hang up the prrr, single! immedi• 
ately aF1er Im OHSAA i:old medal. He went to the Natwnat lligh Schoo! Scnim 
Coaches"''"'"'''"' Championship ·rtmnwmcn1 and placet! 1hird. earning al!-Am,·rican 
honors ;it !60 pounds. 

Prior !n his ,enior ,eason, Bcrt(l!ino 11·as tht i:old mc,fa!ist at thi:: Na1inna! Open Wresthng 
Championship and !hen won ihc yo!d a! the AAU Junior Olympics. 

lk wrcstkd for four :iears at ]0\1a S!nlc Uni~eGi!y, !hree of those seawns 1,ere spell! 
under Bridt:l'!}(H11-!iµh gmduate mal OVAC lfaH of hurn:r Bobby Dougfas. 

During hi, senior sea~on. Bertolino earned NCAA Al!-Amcrican by nrtuc of finishing in 
lhe top eight n! )97 puurnls in his only trip lo the national toum,nnenL 

Al! !old. Bertolino finished his co!leglatc carn·r with a 68-4! record. 
Following his cnlkgiale career, fkrtolinn anemp1ct! w qualify tu the l.1!1itc·d Stales 

Olympie Team for the 20!2 games in Londun. He spent more th;m a )car al lhe li!1itcd 
States Olympic Traming Ccmcr in Colorado trninin[!. 

Karrie Hutchins (A(hlc!c. 2m111s1 

Ktlrric ll11td1im /Wheeling Park High Schoul. Class of ?.(lO!). This 
former Palriot helped officially put Wheeling Park ~r>e,'cr on !he imp 
focally nm! around the >lil!e of Wesi Virgima during her splendid prep 
carn•r. 

Hutchins w11~ n defen.sivc s1amlout and unqucstiuncd leader of 1hr 
Lmiy PatrioJS. 11 hieh resulted in her iwice helng named the West Virgini;1 
Oa!or;tde l'la\cr or the Year (200() am! 200!). 

With l·hnrf1ins playing a key role. the Pairiots dalmed !lire(.' s1rai;d11 
West Virginia Class AAA slitle titles and four S!raighr big-sdmd 0\'AC 
crowns. 

A!ont with those honors, ,he was a 1hree,lime firsHe:un all-stale ,l'lcc1ion and four-time 
;Jl[ .. ()VAC pick. She was named OVAC Plr.yer of the Yc11r a~ njnnior and senior 

l-!u1d1ins was inducred w the Wh(•clinr Park J-lii:h School Hall of Fame in ?.007 
After Iler prep career, !-lu1ch111s pla:,ed a1 \\'e~t Virµinia l'iniversi1y where she became the 

first l.lounrnin S1a1e native to slar\ for the \fountaineer,: 11ome11·s program. 
lltHchlns started 45 of 49 career ma1ches as n defensive p!i!yer nntl during her career, the 

\lnuntaineers pfl's!l'd JO shutouts. 
During the 2003 sea.son, wi!h 1-lmchins plilying a key rule, the \lounwineers adr;mn·d 

10 !he Sw·et't 16 in !he KC,\A ToumamenL The ~ew,nn prior, \\'VU was !he llig East 1\foJ. 
A1!antic champion. 

Shc was named a team r:1piain for !he 2005 sea,on, hut h~r rnn·er rnnic to an (.'nt! due to 
iujury in the second match nf thm sca~on. 

Hu1d1ins was a!sn a s1amlnu1 in the dassrm1m at Park nm! \\'VU. Sh<' was prcscnwd the 
!{cd Brnwn Cup in 2006, 11.hich goes l\\ WVl.''s mmt nm~tantling aU-arm111d ~!mle11!-ath!c1e 
in lcnns of a1hle!ic, ac:Hkmfc am! ci\"ic achinemenL She also earned CoSIDA Academic 
All-District tf;m1 in 2005 a:, :b !he WV! 1 Foundation Outslamlin1: Senior and was a 
four-time llig: E,Et academic 

l-!u1chins gradllalctl 11i1h :.i dcp1:e in husincs, ,idminis:ration and comp!e!l'd a Master of 
Professional Accountancy at \\·vu. 

Eddie Drummond IA(hlete. 1990,1 

E&lii' Onmwwmf Lmsl: 
the 1mmc of thf gmnt 1his former 
Bo\\ lcr. Drnmmond wa, nne nf 1he faoiest to c,cr p;1rtkipale in 
the Ohio Valkv A1hle1ic Conferl'nce 

Whik he C\ceHed in trnck and fidd, ii was in football "here 
Drumnmm! !nily kft his m;!fk with the Cadch, leading them to a ?.9- ! l 
mark durin1: !w, four :,,enrs ln the Orani;c & Bt;ick. Dmmnmnt! mn for 
J,918 \iirds llnd 55 tnncht!o;\n!> d11rim, bi> c:1reer. He finished with 70 
TDs 11-)tal :iml swred .\24 poinh. He ;bo closed lus career with .'i.7?.9 
al!-p11rp,i:1oc yanh in 40 games. During his _juninr ,eason. in 1,hich Linsly 
flrnslwtl !0-0. Drnmmnnd r.m for Lli\J Jaah, 11hich w;i,; his career high The !68 points 
he ~rored th;i1 ~c:15cm rnnked fifih in !he slaw of \\'est Vincinia.Drummond was n;mwd Ohio 
\'alley P!;,:,c'r of the Year following 1ha1 ,casnn. He was 'three times named aH-OVAC nnd 
twice named first le;1m all-,-ta!e uni! in West Virglni,1. As :1 janinr. he \\th named as 
a dcfrns;,c and as 11 naming !mck as a $eninr, Ile wa, the mnner-up for !he Kenned} 
A1,ard. 11hieh f:OCS 10 the ~lmm!ain State\ !Pp 1m.'p p\aycr. J!c wa~ abo named fir<,He;nn 
all- \'aliey three times. 

Drummond chmc In play for Joe Pa1cmo and Penn Siatc owr offers from the likes uf Notri: 
Dame, ~lichipm and !·lorida State. He was a wide n:rei\er, primarily for !he /'.iuany Linm. 
He 111;1de 71 rcccptiom fnr 1,lJ::'. yarJs am! fi.-e h1t1chtlown~. Ht• also run for ':.T! yards and 
a scnre. 

Af!er not hciug >el<'cti::d in 1he drnl°L Dmmmond oigned with the Dermi! Lions am! made the 
tc,m1 ,1s a kick returner. He a,erar<ed 26 ,·rmls a kickoff rdum, r.:mh•d third in !he NFC nnd 
fiflh in the NFL ~fr had a pmll re'ium fo; a !oudnlm1.n. 1-li; 1,a, oelectnl In the l'rn Bowl am! 
named aH-l'ru in 2004 _ All told, he played fiw season, in !he NFL ( four wi1h Detroit and one 
with Kansas City). Ile spent tlw 2008 $eason on the Steders· praclice squad. 

Other than football a! Unsly. Dmmmoml was one of !he top trark sprin!er~ in !lw Ohio 
Valley. Ile lost only mw race in an Ohm Valley a1h!c!e and that w:is as a freshman. lie had 11 
PR of 10J7 in the !00. \\hidi he ran during a summermee! afl:er hi.> senior ,cason. He ran 2! ,7 
in the 20{) and 48.9 m !he .\(JO. He was a r11uHime nll- V.illl'y selection. 

Dan Stephens (A(hlele • 20(111s) 
/)1111 Sll"phl'ln Cl11l' Lin.sly Sdmol, Class of 2000). !! didn"t matter the 

~casm1s field or sport, 1hio. Cadet.<,' protluct played and played well. 
The only Lms!y ath!C:<' In st;irt for four :,cars in football. basketball 

and ba~cbaH. Stephens shined e\('eptio11:1!ly bright 011 !he fnotbaH nnd 
ha,cb:ill field~. 

Stephens was n four•jear kttenmm for Terry Dcpew·s football !cam, 
anrnssinµ a ,c!wol record 292 wd:les, p!a:,ing primarily along the dekn­
sivc line. I-le had a senior sea.<,on in \\hid1 he registered 76 tackle~ and 
fhc sacks. On the nffcnsi\'e side of the hall, Stephens ran for 8.12 
and !2 wud1do11ns. He wa.<, a fir~Hc·am all-,rn1e selection in Class 3nd was a nrn!tiple-!imc 
all-OVAC anil aH, Valley lmnorec on the gridirnn. 

On the tmseball field, long-time Jjnsly hc;1d coach Gary Spragne called Stephens the "finest 
hiller'" he'd nerrnached. Sh.'plwns kd !he Ohin Valley in hilling as a senior at 5.'\7 aml con­
nccied on eiµht home nm and tlmve ln a schrx1f-ri:con! 45 rnm. He strnck o\11 jm! four times 
th.it sea.,orn, Stephens sim holds !hi.' Lin1ly career record for home rnns ,uu! RBL I-Ii,; e!for1s 
wen' recop1i1ed by his sckl.:tmn tn 1hc all-OVr\C !cam multiple· times nnd !hi.' al!•VaBey te;1m 
1111.tltipll· Hmes. 

On the• haskcth;1ll court, Stq1hcr1> p!a)ed 011 the inierior. I-le stH! hokh the l.in\ly n:c(ml for 
rcbotmt!s and charges taken in his career. He 11 as rerogni1etl on the all- \'alky team for hoop,. 

Sh:phen;; took part ir1 1he O\'AC A!! Star games for alt !hrce spnih and \\';ts the \I inner of 
_!he Zimmcnmn Award \1hid1 w Lino!\'\ best m;1Jc a1hkti:: _ 

Afler recelvmg more than co!!egi:i:e Sdm!ar\!Jip offers combined he!IH'Cn footbaH ilnd 
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baselm]L S1ephrns elcc1ed tn ,111end 1he Umvcrsity of Pi1tsbur1ih 1u play foo1ha!L hir the 
Panthers, Steplwm was a four-:, car knerman and s1ar1ed •I! games n!ong 1he defc•nsive line. 
Tl1c Pantl1ers 1tx1k pm1 in fi,c strai_dn how! games during his 1ime in 1he Steel City, including 
1he Fies!n Bend. Stephens recched the Fiesta Bnw! Ar1 Bodine MVP Al',:<ml 

AH told, Stcphc1b wa, an aH-Big Ea,! player nm! twi(.·e named ,m Academic AH-American. 
Ht was listed on the Alt Big Ea,1Acadennc·re,m1 four times. Stqilwm also receired !he D:1\id 
Sandberg Aw:m!. 11 h1e!l goc', 10 1.hc Pitt alhkte with tile hest OI era!! academic and mh!etic 
nchinemenLs. Ile m::cived th(: Demdt• S1anlcy Award. which goe\ lo a Pin football pb}er 
\\ho has overcome the mm! adwrsity. Finally, Stephen.> rec(.•fvcd the B!uciGold Award. AU 
of the winners ha,e 1heir names 1n i!w ·vars11y Walk. on campus. [i's the !'tu version of !he 
!-!alt or Fame. 

S!l'phens was signed by ihe Buffalo Bills am! was in early camp \ti!h the org.ini1,1tion in 
2005. 
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Denny lvlagrudcr i(lVAC Contributor) 
/Jmnir "/Jem,y" Magruder (W!wding Cenirn! CHltdic High 

Sdmnl, Class of 1967;. 
!f !here wen: a "[K'S\ friends" !is! for !be OVAC. his name 11ould 

ccmnnly be near 1he lop. 
~lagrnder hu cen1inty opened bis ;mns ;md given the 11a1lon·s 

!ar~est func1iona! hith sdmol mhle1ic confrncnce 11 plare to nlll 
"home", primarily in Iii, mle as E\ecmi,c Director of Wedl:rneo 
Arena in do\\mown Whcelimi. 

WcsBnnco 1\n:rrn has been ~hrnne to lhe OVAC :'.luscum mdudinj 
the !fall or Fame di~pl:ly ~ince 20(/9. wi1h ~ln11rnder .i:em:rnmly ;111\min.r !he nmf'erer;ce 
free reign of 1he 01ner concourse of the faci111y 11J ,lmwc:\~e iu rich him1ry \\hik aho 
,en·1i:.7 Oil the OVAC Mt:wum Commit!t'C, 

T!w arena is hn<;t to 1he OVAC Hall of Fame Banq11el, 0\'AC ffanqnd of Champions, 
OVAC Rrn1 Mauck \\'restlin/! Chamrionship,. OVAC Chtering Championships and 
OV,\C l\kdia Nlfh!, and at one lime it hosted the OVAC Samuel A. Mnmlcy r\li-Sr;i.r 
Bnskdball Clilssit 

!n addi1io1110 its O\':\C affiliMimL Wesffancn also serves as 1hc Imme of the \\"hcding 
'.\aikrs of the Ea.11 Coast Hockey League a11d wa, the lm11.1e or 1!1c Ohiu Vallcj 
Grt}hounds nf 1he !ndnnr Fno1hall League for ~evernl :-,ears. Co:mrkos hi1h schrml irnd 
crfllq;c b2skc'lbaH gum~ have rllw taken ptare there. 

~l;1imidtr wm, !ht n-dpirn1 of the firs! Distingui5hed SeP,'ice ,\w;\rd prescnkd h:-, 1he 
O\',\C )fall of Fame Comniittte in 201U. and 1he award wa> named in hi, honor thus all 
foturt rrdpienu recei\'ed lht' Dtnily /\lagrmkr Di,tinguisbe-d Service Award. 

lk i, a _rradua1e uf We5t Libeny St~!t Colkgc 11ilh degree rn u:coun1illF;1rn.tinc,-. 
ad111i11istra1ion anti a rnemb,:,r of !he first graduatiq: class ( 1988 I or 1he Public Anernbly 
Flilcility :.t.nagea1e111 School m Ogldiay i<csort and Conkn:1m.• c~111er: has se1·1·ed ~s n 
faculty member arHl'or <ls rq:em of the sclmnl ever since. In :!dditiua 10 his position~! 
We.s!lanrn, 11hich ht has he!d since \f)86, he dso O\'er~tn the ha1oric C"apiwl 1,!uoic 
l l1!!: sen cs on the City nf Wheeling l fall of Lune Board end a., E,ecutil r Dirrc1ur or 1he 
fire1ttr \\"heeling Sports aml Emenainmem Authori1y. ~laprud,'r ha> i:bo served;;:, rate 
;urnlyst, lllldj!el direcwr nrd Urban Rc"newa! Treasurer of rht City of \Ylm:!in_.:: B11smen 
Manai:niComptroHer of lhl' Marsha!! Coumy Sdmuls :md as Trearnrer of the Eucu1h-e 
Bcrnnl of the Wheeling Cnnvernion and Visitor, Center. 

He recdwd !he 200.'J Spin! & Le;tder.ship Award antl was selected In !hie City of 
Wheding Hall of Fame in 20! 1 

David 'Ty' Fleming (Coach) 
lJal'/d "Ty" Firmin;: (Slwdyside lli['h School. Onss of 1%5). :\n 

mnovmive fombaH coach wl10 ranks umnng the \d11ninges1 in OV,\C 
l1iswry, he finished 2.1 .)tars ,i_s :i head coach with n 165-91 n:n1rd. 

!k beµnn his coaching can.'er a'i a football aml bnskc1haH nssislant ;it 

Ne11wn Fal!s in 197!-7'2. 1111d rcwrncd to the Ohio Va!!ey as nn as.fr;tnrH 
al Bellaire frrm1 [')7:! .. 7 .. J.. He !hen served as head hon· basketball nmch 
al St. folrn Central frnm !974-7'), rnaching the Fiihting Irish fnurllall 
1e;im for one se:ison i !978) to a 7-3 record. Frnm there•, he nmw,J on w 
Woi.!lridgc High near Akmn as !he bead !mys' bas\.,e1hall coach for one 
year hefnre finally coming back to his alma ma1cr. 

Durin:,:. his fo,;11m1r of dury at Shudyside 09/.;0..tl[), he coached 1110 OVt\C champion .. 
ohip :;quad:; ( J<)82 :md !989) ::md two O!!SAA p!n)nffsquads { i'JS'f mid !991 l. with lm "89 
learn rt'nchlllg the statt semifinal game before losing to eventual srnte nmner-up /\kDnmdd. 

In hi, .ermal pH1.H111d (19<)9-:!(){JSJ, his trams went SfJ-24 and nwde ci.dn more p)a;off 
appcnrance;. dan11int! t\H) regional 1it!es L:OOU and 2006) and n·,H.::hlnrc the Dil'ision Vl 
Slate Ch:irnpinnship (imne where 1hcy tost w 1-laria Stein I\ l~rion Luca I ( 17 •O). The ·n_~,t'r, 
h::id fne rnice•be;ilcn ~ea.rnns ,md won three more OVAC crown:, C(.)2. :!((Hand 20J7\ 

All told. he madied Shadysid,: for 22 years. compifing u career n.um.l of \.'iS·S'J there 1\hid1 
ranks fi.N in scht~il hi,:ory. 

Dmin~ his 1mw in Tigerto'> n, ht also coached 1rnck am\ Jiirh • ba,le1baH i!nd sen ed ~-' the 
schnors ::ilhletic dirc>ctor for 10 _;ears. His !982 mick ,quad capwwl an OVAC title and the 
'8.J 1eam 11w; Class,\ District champions. 

Fleming was a 1hret' iime Obu Valley "Conch nf1ht Yc;,t"' a1al the 2r(•) recipient or the 
Cut Hamill Award from the Dipper Dan Club of !he L1ppcr Ohio \'1llcy. lit l\'H ir:dltCtcd 
intn the Ohin \';liley F(•1thdl Co1chc~ Assncrn!!Ull !la!I nf' h!n1~ c~rlicr '11 201.'i 

A ,telbr :1!hkcc at Slmlyhk 11b(hf hrrnl:l•r Dn11 ii al,n in tht' O\':\C llali q( hrn1~ .. ht' 
,,u:1 12 knas in four ijl\Jcn 1fr•-1tlu11, lmtldl:11L h~.,clJ.1\1 and tl'acJ..1 in htgf1 ,dw.1! ind 
"Clll llil lU f;)ITJ 1hn.'C k11,•r;; in ha,h'tldl (i\ h:em St.\!(' I ·mwri,h~. !,'!;ldlt:Hin? 111,:re t!I 111i;r; 

,\ftcr fl'tinng ., '.1 (t'<Kba C\M~!l. h~ !i;l', IHlrJ..cil \b a rnlor ;:;;dF! /or \\TO\"."["\'') :tnd 
WKKX Radio on hi1ch ,clw;!] i\x\'.!1::11 br11ad-::;:_,,;;,_ 

Linda Myers (!lVAC FamilJI 

Linda ,\lyrr.1 /\\'anrnrn.1 lligh School. Oai, of 1'167). II"~ lw-:n .l:i ~,-,in 
,ince ,he Joined the ""fomilJ ". but lhcn~·1 hcen pkmy ofhdiirnl Ilic ~crnt.\ 
rn1urilmtinns nwdt tn the OV,\C hv !h1~ tirekss, fricndh" foce of 1ht con 
fercm:e. • -

.\1Jcr~ hH lll'.Cll the O\',\C RudJ ~1t11l'lle) All-S1;1r Fnmha!l Gnmc 
Prngnm Cr ... mhnatnr since J()(/4, ori,1ni1inf:. hi!lin;; mid rnllcoinF a1h and 
a~,;is:inl'- in production or 1llr nanivc pmgrnrn 1\l1ich [:cncrmcs thun;;amls 
ot deltar:. l'ach \ CJf. 

She ~eru•tl aS lird,011 bdween the OYAC and wh:H wJ;: tlien the Stone 
& T1rnma.1 Queen of Qucem l'.'J.f'.C.lnt startinJ in l'Jl:17. t,1bn1 o,er as the 
ncn1 rnonlin.ior in l()l}--l am! continuing m tlwt role for rhc cmiracncc until 1!:-;lt, During tha1 
time. ;:ht' n::~rniped !he evrnt to irichitle the ,1wnnli11g of thomaml;, of dollars in ~cho!:irship> Ill 
tht p;1rmip,11it> . 

.\1)CI', :il;n ha~ M>rhed with \he OVAC Ron l\fauck Wrestling li1urnunen1 in \'<lfinus capad­
!ic's ~Ince 1980: asrnwd with 1he OV.\C Ba11q11ct nf Chumpiorn for the past 10 :ears •11d 111,, 
OV,\C 1!;111 of Fim1,: Banqtiet for 12 years: and ha> sened nn the OV,\C \!usc11111 Conm1i1lee 
sinee ir, inception in ;:'((l') .. 

. \lytr• lm> a];,o ani,11:d with tlw VIP bospt1ali1y fm the West Virgini;1 '·Super Sh'" FoO!lmH 
C!i;;m111(m1hip~ in \\'hedinj' fur the pas1 2 f years. 

\\~en· ti,1 nf award~ include~ being hrnmrcd 011 the emo:red of th,: OV,\C Rlldy Mumley ,\U­
S1,1r Fomb;,ll G11:1e proijir.tll'I in 2()()9; recti-,ing Ille .fames "D,;adeje" l\loms Aw:m! for support 
of OV,\(" 11 re,chng m 2(()2: nml the I !ownnl V. Corcoran Sr .. :.kmorial ,\ward 

·\ rt.1idft;\ of Whcding ,1hn eamcJ a BS. degree from We,t Liben; S1ate Cul!ege i11 1980 ;md 
a \bsier"s 1kgrte from Weit Virginia Uni1-crsity in !\Jil5, ~he was employed by !he Ohio Cnumy 
Sclwol, for :!9 Jt'ars, 1ead1in; at Triadelphia Middle Sd1onl aml Wannxid School uml! her n:tire­
mcnr in :!(Xiii. 

George Kellas II 1Mct1fo1 
Gl'vrgr .lf. Krllm Fl (Trit,.ddph1,1 lh1_:h Sdmol. Class uf 1973). J\ st1me­

ti111e1 rnmro>(.'rsia! hu! 2fways pu~ioni1c hroadc:mrc Ktlbs simply !owd 
fhc Ohin \'alky sports sce11c especial!) hiFh ~cliool a1httticl. ~ml could be 
foulld fronl -1mJ-ctn!tr a, an:a teams rmtlc lhl'ir ,,ay along the fo{JtbaH or 
hukelball wum1mcnt mtil fnr iiear!y .lO :ears. 

-\fttr ,::euinp. his fut ,,ci on the radio as for back as )977 and gradua!­
in~ frnm Wm Liheny Su!C CoUei:e in !1J80. KeHas spent L:2 years nt 
\\ fRF-T\'1' ut \\"hetlmjt \ t'll\4•9--1) and then q:h! years m WTOV-TV9 in 
St,•ubenviUc. bo1h a;, a spum anchor and emrnnemMor. 

Lain in hi, c<nl:'.cr. ht rn-foundnl rndio sta!io11 WKKX-A!\! 1(,00 and 
hu,ted The Grnr_('e Ke-llu Radio Talk Show from the sia1irni-s mcr:p1ion in 2004 umH he died of 
cancer m :'(XJ9 a11.hc a~e of 53 

Kc!lu w;\~ a st,1111icll ~upponer of the Pi1tsburgh pmfessional 1p.111, learns. rmnirnlarly the 
Steekrs 111d the Pira1t.1, In 1'191. he betan writinl! tfo: Blad, ind Cio!d Newsknrr, a monthly 
publicat10~ dedic:Hed w covera:;e of th~ S1cda1 1\hich was al"all•hk 1hrnugho11t th~ Ohio 
\'alley. 

·\moni lu, pnssion:; wn, gre;!mum1 rndng a1 Wheeling Do111r; /now \\"l1tding 1,1,rnd 
R~cetrad:t. !n ]')HJ, he won the OJ', Srnllh ,\wnnl for• uory on '.\!y Tipper, the winn~r of1he 
JlJS-1 Commissionc·r., Cup m Wheeling Dm•m, nm! a ,iakt.\ rncc a1 the miek w;is named m lm 
honor aft~r his 11a,1in;i: "flit Gtoq;:e Ketlas ~ltmorial. 

He was the founder. CCHl\1 t1er ind ft'11er;1l nt.111:t:-:er of Thti Hlky·~ flnt proks:;;io11-:1i indet.lr fooilm!I 
1e;1m, the S1e-el \'alley Sma,,h. in 199.\J. ll1e team b.ttr t..-t:une tht Oh ill \'alley Cirr)ho1111,.b and npum.,J 
Ille l'ia;innal lruk:tJr Fm1t .. !l Le;rgu~ d1;m1Fion,hip in 20J2 ;md 100.L 

Rod Johnson (CnachJ 

Rod Jolumm {Gahanna L111n1ln Hii;h School.. Class of ]965). He \\.15 a 
pioneer benny i,n !he ~por1 nf high school ,,ol!c: b.aH. wr1-ing st1 n head coach 
fur a 10tal of2! years. including 1-1 ye1i. ,1here he hui!t the Buckt'Ji'Trail !!i:;h 
pmgr;,m inm n rnp,-c1ed it;1tc JUI\Cf .and then dosilig out hi.1 career with a 
,e,cn-:ear nm 1,here tie in;iecwtl life into a dormant Cambridge t Egh program_ 
Johmon·,; combined rernnl wa:; rm impressive 400-109eombined record. w]1ich 
rnnJ..., 2M1 (1n !he ;:.H-time Oilin mgh !:idmol A1hk1ic :\ssocimion's victory list. 

Durinj:' h1, 1--l ~e;:a 1is Trail":; vollc';i1.1Hn1ac!L 1be team amassed an inercdibk 
2'J--i-n rtcOrlt wi1mmi ,a lt;.st 11 fames irn each of the inst 11 sc:tsnns. During 
his 1c:mre. lhc Lady \\"arriul'.'; 11;:m four OV,\C ti1lcs, eight district crowns nnd 
1hree regional ch:1mplo11ships. The !'JS) squad adl"anccd 1o !he OH SAA Oass ,\,\ state semifinals. 
!lniohing with a 26·1 Ol'eral! record and then four :cars IJtt:r. in !989.JolmS<.m and the Lidy Warrit1rs 
n:adied 1he pinnacle hy wiwng the Cta.1, AA ,1.1:e d1amp1nmhip m1d postin;: a spc1kss 27--0 recnrd. 
Trai! ntarly wem lmck-1o•had; urnkr John,ort's piid;ince, finishin!,! as the Divis1rn1 l!l stat,: rurn1er­
t1p in !990 wi1h a 27-] mm\;. 

•\f one point ( [985-87}, forH1so11-nmched Trail teams put tngcihn the swie ·s frmnh-!GllfCSI n:gulnr 
sca;,on wilming meal; of 48 fJmcs. 

I le wa, 111med Ohio ! !i;_:h Schoo! Volleyball CoJchcs ,\~;;ud11tiol'I Clu:. ,\:\ "Co1ch of 1h~ Ye,1.r"" 
in JCJm and he \Hm 1he OV.-\C ··o,ach ufthe Ye:ir·· aw,ml in JtJ~li, !k was ,\!.10 ind1rcted into the 
llud:e)e Trai!Ern Gu~m~c11\th!c1ic !!all of Fame in !999 and is the OV,\C"s nm sekctio11 i11 tl1e 
Co;\che, cate~ory II hn pi!nled ii girh" 5J}(lf1. 

Johm.011 s1epred back into the coaching ranks in '.:005. 1his time at Camhritlge. Starting from 
th~ pmmd up, !he !.ady Bohc~t, \\enl 6-18 his fo,;t year \Jut thm wa:, the only lo,rng sea'.,nn under 
foimmn. Dunng his se\en J cnrs. C! IS 1x1,wd a !06-62 mark. ·n1,: !,est ,ea.',on came in .:'fXl9 11 hen 
the Lady ·ems 1H."rt 22-4 and ,,011 OV.-\C, sectionit and district d1amp1onships !lCfort' lo,iilg in tht 
Of !St\_.\ l'.Hvisiim II Regional ,emifinals. Cambridge put 10gether an OVAC .. l!m:ql<'.a\"" hy 111.sn 
wirmm~ cmifcrcnce dwmpiom!11p5 in :?010 ,md 2(H l, with mer.iii rcwrds of 19-5 nnd 18-6. respcc-
11\dy. ·111e L:tdy C~ts 11e1\: :dso East Cemm! Ohio Leitgue nmners-t1p four 1iine., under fohn.mn·s 
wa!ch. llt was tJhht'd 0\'AC am! Di.l!ricl 12 Di.-isinn !l "Co,1ch ofihe Y<w"" in 2009 mid 2010 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Duane Powell w111c, .. 1J 

/Jmme "IJibby" l'mrd/ Hklbin: !lif'!i Sdwo\, Ciao, of 
H'f'imkd ;:urnmµ tlw hes! offkwls by atCil 
~pcmlinµ 2) ;-ears m:1hmg !lw c:ilb 111 both 

lit- be_;an officia1i11[' t111th s1~·.1m in l'l7! :ts a of both the Ohio 
\'alky Board of Appm,nl Football Offioah and the OhiO V;ilky !Jo:ml of 
Ap11r,:1n·d llad,c1h:1!! Official.I fht n.Ttl>td 11 l!fetirnc meml>t>rslnp 10 lx11h 
n11crrni111110m) 

During his c;:ren, he ,,ork(:d W\tral OJ !SA,\ football playoff 
and basl,_efbill 1rnmw.1rn.'nt 1:a111es nnd :11'.io oflkrnkd cuuntkos 
kft fnntball fJ!nt'S in !he We,t Virginia Confcll?net• 

lk 11·ns !he lmnor:iry oflici1i! M the OVAC Rudy 1'1wnky All-Sim Football (i~me; m:ein:d 
!!w 0\'AC !{ob,m Dawson Bnskc1!mll Officials Awml m 200() :md n:,;civtd ;r ;1.kri1nrinus 
:\1;;ml from (he 0[ !SA,\ for nllh!andinp sen;ice in hi;:h sdmo! ;i!h!ctics ns an off1ei;i!. 

l'rJ\',eH 11·,1,, horn 111 Dille., Bottom, am! he an otllsrnndinµ nrhk!e ;1! Bd!air~ !lifh. 
In basketh:JL he was reµ;1rdcd a, nnr of pn:mitr passers m1d pl,1" .. '"'c" m Ohio 

VaHey his1ory, scnrini: :>SX point\ as a .senior 11hHc earnm.~ ,ill-Ohio. and all 
Easlern Ohio aecobdcs. 

lie aho pl;1)cd basebaH for t!w Be!J_airc- Civics and. as_ a pitcl1er. 
l'iHa!mri;h !'Jrates • form t,:am in Hrrn1>\I 1ck. Georgia !Georgia Stme 

Ile 11a; inducted mlo the fk!taire High Wall of Faine in !989. 
l\n1e!L a w:cr;rn of the li.S. Arm:,, 11orked at the ~laruns Ferr} pforn uf \\'hcdinµ­

l'ins\1ugh S!td am! :ifter retirinµ, hr WB$ a hu-; driH:r for !he l\lanins Ferr; Ci!)- Sd1ool,. 
lk wa\ a nwmbcr of the Purple Rider !l0<:JS!er Club_ American L,:g1011 l'os;l JS arnl the 
Fmeskrs of Lmsin;i. 

lk in 20JJ al the agc uf78, ;rnd in his rnernory \ln11fns Ferry and Bellaire 
Powell Memorial Sdmfarshil) Snf!ba!! C1ame in 2014 

Clyde Eads (Athlete· 1950s) 
Clw!e Ead-1 !St. Clairsville !hd1 School. Clas, of !958L The 6-fil<:H•."i 

p,mr.:il-!hin cager rewrote the RCd Dedl," bashetb:ill renm.l-tmok in a 
thrcc-\c-ar career as :1 ran: three-time first team All-OVAC hnnorei: in 
the Jaifest Clas, A:\_ 1 le sti!! hold.'> the single-game ornrinp mark of 55 
poinh (agai11.11 Warwood in l958) ;mt! Jm l J,(,l career points lasted 45 
;ear.> w, the odmol standard until hrokll bv Dan Mrnitcm;n. Ile a1,er­
;1gtt! 27 [½lints a pm1r as a ,cnior, 2(,.4 for lm Glfetr and more than 25 
point~ ;dl !lm.·e ~easons i11eh1dinp 25 1 as a ,ophomort 

His ,;areer i [ 1)56-58) was the same pniod as Bridgcpof\ sllpcrs1i\r 
John Harlkek and Eads kd the Red D.:vih !o :i 6-1 can::cr n:>rnrd over 
tlie !larlicek kd Bulldogs. ,\s a oenior on an rn- J team rnachnl by 1-1} k, Witdiey. the fo.:s 
qiHt games and St. C harnkd Il!'idgeport ib only repular season hl';o in a 17 2 mnall c;mi• 
inign, ,\s ajlrninr. Eads kd St. C. w thrH win, 01er Britlgq1or1 including a sectinilal 
St,(' was 18-0 in rq_mlar sc;:.1nn ;mt! ended 21- ! owraH for the twst record up to Iha! 
al the schnnl. -1 lie lone !01s 1n1s to l'~1ne.,vi!k m !he Class AA db:nct finals. 

bl SL C in scoring and reboundin[! for three .st.loom aa the Red Dn·ih compiled 
n:conL 

!k ,1:L> recmired by Florida S!alt' l.i1111er.,ity, lm! r;;ftlrncd home the first :ear to cnrnll 
at WeM Ubeny State al\d play for co;Kh A! Blatnik. 1\!10 had coached him :i~ a soph1nn,irc 
nm! j1mior n! St. C 

A, ;i fre,l1man in hi.> only set'.il\1\ at \\"LS, 
Hill1npper.> :iml became only 111(.• sn:onJ Wot 
team :\H-WVC w, a fn:,hman. 

::,0_7 points ;i 1came to kad the 
p!a)Cf' (.'>er h1 cam firsl 

LH!.1 1lms became a ran~ first learn nH-ennkrc11ce pla)er in a!I four 
i11 lud1 .>chno! aml rn\kte, !k"s a member of the SL Clairwilk !lid1 
orFllrm:, !lis family ,eHlcd i111hc 'fompa. Fla"' w:-a and he i~ ,kcca;c(L 

Rick Nau (Athlclc • 1960s) 
Rick Sau (\\'hcding Central llirh School. nass of 1%')) ·11ie .'i-foo!-

10 thrc>e-}ear Man,on Knighl guard l:,,:nerni smm: nf the c~•ntral scoring 
recon:b ,:.ct by OVAC !fail of Fanwr Dick ,\li]ler 1~hile eaminµ evtf) 
cli[:ihle nl!-stJr hnnnr as a jtmior am! wnior. 

As a ~cnior, he· wnrcd 556 points in 22 i:ames for a 25.J a1·erap: 1n hrcnk 
Miller·5 senior mark of 24.4 ~ct in !')52, tile }Car Miller was ,cietted the 
s1mc al!·cl:is, l'!nyer of 1lie Yc.ir by tl1c W Va. Sports Writers :\ssooatinn_ 
Nau\ :!.'U pail wa1 tops in !he Ohm Valley larpes! CJ.;~s A,\A :ind kJ all 
OV pbJers wi1h an X.<.7':'r free !hmw pert·ent;1p(.' 

In a h:,1-.ed ma!cl1-11p llet'>ecn Ccn!ial am! Be!law~ St. Julm·s_ kJ hy 
Farner Alan flnmyitk. the Cemra! ~cc scored n p,:rs(mal-high J<J points 
with Central leading in the fourth period. J!nmya\; kd J SL John's rally to win 
points. 

fw UJ;11p1.•tcd 

:\thktie Half 

N:lll\ 111(!:i! d1erished hmmr was l:.:-inp narned to the Wcol Virpini;i "Bi{. 
{ei:;ht players ~dectcd rq:an!!ess of das5, a prac1ke di~o11\in11cd a kw ~cal:'> iater\ 
n J\HHime hononx• on 1h,: All-Valley "'Big Sd10111". :\!I-City aml AH-\\' \'a. Caiholic ~dn:tiow, 
i11 Ccntml\ fod <,easnn befmejoining !Ii<: Secondslf) School ,\o:ti,ities Commh,irn1 and he \las 
All-OV:\C Ciaos.,\,\,\ first te,1m captain a\ ;1 ,enior. N;iu, 1he !Op Catholic srnrcr in the >!ilk. 
11a5 capt.ii11 of the ,\!I.Stale !l.lmd1ia! sekctions.l!e aho was ;i 1\HJ•lime ,\]].\\',Va_ Catholic 
To1m1amen1 pick, ,\5 a j1mior on a mmwr-up 1eam, tw tkd for tlw \oum;11ne1n high srnrcr 1,ith 
6.l points in three pnics incl\j(ling 11 to,1mt·y hifh 26 in the finals n. Charleston Cn1ho1ic A~ 11 
senior. he had the u,umey pame hii:h of 27 vs. Uinrks1on ('uthn!ic 

Nau Iigned a ;,,;holar,,\up wi!h O!d Don1inion l !11i\er,,iry in !'\orfolk. Va __ 11Jwre he 
year \"ar,ity n:p:lar after s!artint, 011 th~ fw~hman k;,m_ I le tc;un rn-rnptJm 
mum'<! t!J<: ~dmol's F17.1 "Male ,\thkle of 1hc Yc;1c" ,\<, a he hdpcd 
;idv;!nce 1U 1hc NC ,\A Division ti national !ilk l\]Wn: they rn1meH1p 10 [vans\)lic 
{Ind.). He was named to the South AllJrnie ,\ll-Tomnmnef\1 \c;,rn n ;()phnnmn; and 
acninr. I k asrnit:nl m douhlc fig:urcs ;ill thxe varsity <,ea~on,: i 6.! a.'> a 11 J a, a jm1ior. 
;irnl j(lj as ;i sophomore. Can."t-r-wise. he wnn:d !JJ2S pninh in 8! 1·arsi1y ganws and tli,hedmJI 
.\~., assim. flis µamt' highs 11ere 2.'\ ,s.111L SL :.far:··s and ~4 ,-s. Vi11;irna Tech and Fa)dk'•ilk 
St11e, 

Sam "Huzz' Berry {Athlete. 19-t0sJ 

S11111 "IJ11::;" !Jerry 1W,1rnoml Hish Schoo!, n:m of 19-HJI. He Wih !ht: 
fin! foe-time All OV:\C honoree foothaH a1n! tn1,,ketl1alL The Vii.!llf 
.1!andoU1 wa~ stlcelcd to the fi.m AH-OVAC Class A (sma!ks1 of 
!WO dasse>) b:isk(.•tba!! team:, :md !he firs! !\HJ A!l-0\1,\C Cla,s ,\ foo!ba!! 
teams a5 an end. Wuv,mld won five OV:AC lit!n ;rnd fourCil; ofWlwdir.p 
cnn,ns (si-,, scl1ooh) i11 fmitha!! Jj)(! h:1shetb,:t! durins that pcrint! and atw 
a1lvantnl to !he\\' Va. Baskc1ha!I Tournament in Pl--15, lm iunior ,ca,011. 
!k ,q:, a mul1ipk ,\H.Ci1y hmmrce • 

Ile also earned AH- State honors in lxi;h :oport5. !111hc on<:·dns:, h:r,1-..dlrnll 
l1rmors, he was 11 .>eerna! team pick J..'> a ;emDr ,md 1hird team as a junior. 111 
foothaH. !w wa<; a lhm! 1eam All-Stale end as a jnnior 

In Wan1orHl !li:;h\ be.,\ era for ho!h fon!hJJ! nml 
OV:\C Ha)] ofFamer. Edp11 ;\l:\rtin. w kad a 22·.' n:.:Drd 
a'). J record in hmtbalL 

:is a jtmior he !earned \lilh 
/t s1a'.L' !ournc:- herth and ahu 1D 

BeIT) con1im1cd hi, ha,1kc1ball nn!ic, n! Shq1!wrd Cn!kge from [1).\9-5::! ,,hew he 
the Rams' firs! lie sd a school career .1rnrin? re~(m1 of l,')--17 point., SJ 

a sophonmrc. lw bernme lhc- ~thnurs fir~l•e\'er AH,West Virginia 
and wa, a)Honrnmnent 1hret.° )c.°aro mu! three 1in1n aH-nmfcr 

team ;md once fi,~1 kamL 
ln ~rnring ;15 a pinior /263) and .senior (~651), with 1hc !auer rankin)! 

sixth 
:\ Shepherd !fol] of Fmncr, bt,·$ 11 mernbn nf the:\!! Time West Virginia Cm1frrencc-

1cam. 
Berry relocated to Flnrid:t and IS dnx:ised 

Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Athlete. 1950s) 
Gene "Jlref' l.am,me (Well,lmrg !li1:h Schon!. Clas.<, of' !115[). lie wa, 

,rn all-s111r two-w:1y al hmh t!w hi;:h sd1od and cnlkge !e\eL 
:\_<, a prep senior. eamd first team Class A:\ AH•OVAC a11d Cb1s ,\ 

thml ttam All-West Virpinia_rcrup1i1io11 hefore cornpcti11g in (hi; annual 
Ohio-We.st \'irpma All,Star (lame 

Rrauited by West Viq;inia lh1i,er,i1y. he heeame mic nf !he 
l\!011111ain~ers • mmt honon':d frnilball !intml"ll. 'llle four-year le!krm:1n and 
srn11dout (,.foo1.,2, :!15-pound !\HH\'11}' lineman from !9.'i!-5-l I\U!> team 
co-capl11i11 a, a 5cnior 11hen \\'VU had a11 S-f record and waa rJniced No. 
12 nalionitHy in !he final Assm:iJ!ed Prc.,s po!L WVti was 28-7 m his fmir 
sca,nm i11dudir)!! ,1 19~.l Suµar flml! h<'rlh as Lmmme st1r1n! J4 strnifhl games 

Ile earned >t·rnnd team AH-America Jt p1anl as a jun(or and third AP ho11or,, a, a 
,rnior. He wa\ the only umrntmU\l'> d1oire nn !he 1'l)4 All-Snll!hl"rn team and 
_,deetnl to play in the Eas! West A!I Siar Game. Lamont was drnf!td in fifth nmnd of (hr 
[95.'i Na1iona! Football Li•n~ue Dr.if! h:, the !'hdzdelphiJ f'.agk~ hut an prcl'el\lcd !um 
(mm col11pt'linµ 

l!e later cn11ched Linly \E!itnry Institute from FJ60-67 !wfon: the hmi-
nns ,1urld with u home 1hr Colun1bm,. Ohio urea. The retiree in Fort 
~l;crs. Fla 

He was his nickname ··nccf' as a hd1y youth by a Wdbburg neishbnr, Red Donley. an 
O\':\C or Fame spnnsca,ter. 

L~m(me earlier was mduncd 1!110 the W>'5l \'iri;inia Spmh !!all nfFame and lhe Wc",l \'irrinia 
l i1mersity Spons !fall of Fame 

Ed Pastilong (Athlete. 1960s) 
Ed l'alfilimg (,\hiw\d~\·ilk !lid1 SchnoL Ott'..> of 1%! J_ ·nie (,.fm!!• ! . !6'.i· 

pmind Trojan q11art.:rback wt sdii,ol pa•,sinµ record., as one of the earliest 2.000-
:,an! career passers in Ohin Valley !mtory 

l'/ayinµ QB a11d middle linebacker. he kd 1n 11 2J·5-2 three-Jear 
nxord. I Ii>_ JO-·i;amc career p<1.\$ing marks record> were rmc for 
!h,11 nm-mmded era: 124 completion:, of ath.'mpb for 2J)6'.i )<mls all<l 2.J. 
tonehdmwVi with only .,e1cn mtcn:·qniun~. As a scmor m1 a11 8-2 n·cord 1c:1m, 
lmin;' only 10 WXa. Class AAA dmrnpinn Weir and unbeaten OVAC J.A 1itli.11 
ll!ar1111s Ferry, !'Jstifong completed 55 of l08 aem!, !or JO TD, and ;1Llo mshed 
for sh scores. Apinsl Mnrsha!! County riva! Bc111,(xxl !,inion. ht rnmpkted 
tii;l\1 of nine passes with !lm;e TD:.. \'cwrnn TroJan nx1d1 01arley Hdim~i said ··he [& 1hc hest 
JFtsser ~ hmnds\ ilk ntr h;1d.'" 

J';mi!on8 was h1µhly honnrYd as a senior. ! k ~a med fir,( tram honors on lhree nJJ_jDr sdections: 
Al!-W.Va. Clas, AAA, ·\H.V:iUcy ""Big Sd1rxl!" :im! AII-OV,-\C C!as> AAA :\s a J1mior. ht ,1as 
scrnrnl tcarn All-Valley "'Big Sdw,or- and mcminn 011 AH•OV,\C .'t\ arn:l All-\\',\'a. ('lass AAA. 

lie was ;1 1hree-sprn1 klkrma11 in foolhal!, h:L1keth:dl :md baseha11 a11d r:imed baseha!! ,\l!-W.Va. 
mcmion. the 011\y honor rdl for tht sprinp sport 111 the time. Aho. ou1,ide of ~d1,~1t, he wu11 a Tri­
State Gnltkn Gloves bmms title. 

l'asiilonp e,1mn] a ~ho!ar,hrp to West 
Clegg am! Tum Yeater aml ~tartd on 
B!ue.(lold G,tme \\here ht !ct! an \Jjhl:! 

and ;ippcared !XJi>ed 10 compe!e 

l! alon1c with mo ofhi> backfield nrnles \lih 
4-1 rernn:l ~rreohma11 te;:im. I le 1!ie sprinp 

three TD,; 

llowe\er, a sh11uldcr separation ,:.c:1wn i11 his SL"cond year and he w.15 limitcd m 
pin) ing time on the v:lr>ily althoufh he lcnered 1"1) .1-e:m. hi hia ~ophrnnore season, he ,rnrted a J8.7 
11i11 01n Fumian am! nimp!cred :'> of 10 1r;1,1l"S for ]97 .Vanis and thn:e TD,. !n !!w opcninf! game 
a, 11j11nim, he p;1s;ed for h\O T!Js rn ~ :O-Hl win mer Richmond, 

Prnfcssh.111ally. he rnadwd al Sakm Colk;:c from J()(,')-75 hdon: joining the \\'VU A!hk!ic 
Dqmmm:nl rn slmt a J5·Jcar c.1reer mdm!ing the final 21 )<tars as :\1hk1k Dif<YIOL llw !onpes! 
tenure in W\'l i hii,tory. 

Ile was selected by the Upper Ohio \',llky Dapp,'r D:111s as .. _\bn of th,; [),:,;ade" for th~ JlJ')(h 
aml fnr a spcual n11 ard, .. Ohm \'al!cy Amb:issatlm'· m 2fl!O. lie !> m the \\'\'U Sports flail of Fnme 
:iml 1!ie 1he W Va. Spor1s !!all of Fame. 

,\fier WVt1 rc1i1emrnL he jom~tl Wnt Liberty U :is Chair for the :\thklk Campaip1 & 
lmtinniunal ,\dv;rn~c·mem. 
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lirlh Swifrlws 
Swierko,; was a pionter an 
She was nothing shon of tremc11do11s on the 

Drrring her prq1 da: s, West Virginia had jm.! 
so!ihalL Dcspih' hcing om.' of th<: smallest sd1o•oh 
Bishops rnde Swicrkns' lJknted right arm w 

Bislmp Dondrnt fol!shed third m the 
The nc.\t two yc;1rs. Swierkns hurled the 
mour.!;:in i\S they claimed ;1 p;!ir of .st;1! 

Swierkos· s,:nior scnson was a biHerswee! one. She 
sc·cond half of the still manafcd to earn 1t 
fate would h,n-c it. wicdws unable 1{) t 
donblc·ellmination HH,nmm,m and the Bishops 

She fini ·able career 1,ith an 1:y1.'·pup 
came ,i, 

She II "'''"'"""' !MC and aH-OVA -

honor roU. 

As a senior. 
ing 30 rrn1\ 1wn nipies mid a 
home nm 

Fo!lov.ins that sc;isnn. tw wa, 11anwd Divbion !! 
tlw Ye<tL first-tc·am nll-0\',\C and firsHcam allNalley. Miznnn :\11-St;!l 
Series ;md was chosen for the Sun Belt Ch~,;ic in Oklahmna. 

l!oowr C\plo,:led onl(l the prep basdnll sce1ic in 11)92 when he 1~ltlc'.d J(,(, withs[~ 1kmhks. 
three home nms, a triple mid 2 ! l{B]_ 

As a junior. 11001-er batted .27() wi1h 16 mns ,cored and 14 Rm. He had fin: douhks. a triple 
and a home nm. 

For his cancer. he finished with n Jf,9 Jvtragc. 64 nms and (i7 RBL 
!loo,er was dralied in 1hc Major Leap1e Bascb,i!I Draft in 1994 Houston ,\s!ro.s. hu1 

elected m m1e:1d Kem Sin!(.' Unm,rsi1y "here ht.' earned three lencrs as s1:111inr cmcher. 
.-\s a Goklcn Flash. !loowr plaJtd m 158 1:arncs, hauing .2m 1,ith 86 rum ,cored. 87 RB!. :::!J 

doubles. 12 home rims and fom 1ripk~. 
F\JlJpwin;, his jnnior se;i.s.on. l loa.)1-·cr was drafted in the 2.lrd round by the 'famp,1 Bay Rays and 

he dctted tn sign. !k pbJed pmfessi(nWUy fr-nm [997 umil :010 mn1 pln;i.'d i114tl major kaguc 
gamcs. lmning 150 with t>i¥hl RB! ilm! foe doubles. llnover :rppemd m the big lenp1es with 
the Rnyo. llorida Afarlin,. Philllddphia Phillies and Bm:011 Red So\. He was the hullp,:,n cmcher 
for rhe l'lii!Ee~ in 2009 '>hrn \hey 1Hm the Wm!d Series. 

Along with his haseball e~ploits. l !oo,,.n was a sta11do111 hashe11Ja!! '""ls•milk. lk 
s..-ored ! .!86 points. 1>hid1 r.rnks sixth all time a1 Big 
earecr. ! le was an a!l-0\'AC :md al!- \':i!ley performer 

,, 

OVAO:fl~li>of Fame 
Auto Group 

Janis Trupovnicks (Athlete - 197th) 

Janis Trupornieb 
bi;: in staJnrc 
was ;i two-way fon:c' on !he" 
he ditl' ,1 t:rghtm;rn i1 

Trnpovnieks hdpe, 
·ming three JC.lr\ a, 

li1wJ<, wcm lo<,ini: 10 and 
ir1 lns pmor 

i)f grid honors, including AP Eastern Distric! 
as 11 sern\H en rnuw 10 garnenng all-Ohio m1t1 all-0\':\C plaudit:,. !fr 

The ,\11 .. \'.lllc:, 
AA dhrns (.TOIIT! Ins 

T!w thrcc-;ear re_l.rnf;1r 
lmmirc(' a~ a senlor afrer 

and ht op:cd for !he l 'ni,·ersity of 
,wning :;, ;i ,nmir on rm R-➔ team which 

Mike McLeod iAthkte. 1990,1 

lie 

in \he 

!t was a campaign in 

fif1h rnund of 
,\,\;\ i11 !')98 

.\like ,llcl.rnd {Whc-ding O . :·:•;c :·, : :· of l\/92L ·111,:11.:·.s not n 
sport )Oil can name th:n !11:s h:ne ohinnt in bml he 
opted to play. 

!n the thwe he <lid foo1ha)L basketball and hasdiall he made a 
b,!ing irnpn:ssirn: on Ohin \'alky histm-y. 

Fri<1tball is 1\here McL~""ix! probably made his bipgest imp.1ct. playing qt1ar­
te1bad. and !inchacl-;er !k liclped rmide the P.miots w the Clas, AA:\ smh: 
d1ampionohip g;mw in !9'}1 whm: tlwy foll 1(, C1pit;1!. 15•!4, in mrrtime. 
!klen,iwly. /lkLrod 11;is one ofihc Patnms· leading rnek!ers for 1hree rnnse-u1-

49 wddes. two s.1cb and f\'t'ou"n.'i:! 1110 
McLeod tllrew 1 t 1onchdowns. !le shan:d !he offem!l·e spot· 

wir.ni:r. Boo).:ie fohn<,1m, 11hn ran for ~.000 yards. 
Ile wa, firsi.ieam al\.state, a!!-0\'AC and :J!l-\'alley and 

had ~ho)arships offers fwm 1he likes of \\",:51 \'i1ginra. 

rnurt. was a poim gti:m! for Patriots for 
wurn;mwm 1wke. !le finiohed his rareer 1,ith 

ixi1rns am! 11 rdx,umls per i;,m1c· a.s ;i senior. MdxoiJ wa.s a first-team 
abi fjr,;t-1eam i)}J.(JV,\C ithITe lim<'s) and J!l-Vallcy l,twice). 

Despite the rnllq-:e f\~11b.11! ofkr,;. ;\-Id ,:,><l opted for ba:,ch;1!l rir.lit oul 11fhigh oehool.Although 1!m1 
didn·i 1,1n out and be neninally enmllcd m Yrnmgs1own Stme and joined the frXY.hall team, i k wac, a 
rn<'mb.cr nflhe Penguin.>' l)iqo1on [-AA nmional champions!up squ:id in J')<J.f. pbj ing fnr Jirn Tres,;.cL 

·\ mcmher of 1he Wheeling Pmk Sixms ! !all of Fanw. he is curremly th~ l'rnrim;· h,•ad ba:,d1:1H 
rn:1ch 
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Brittany Hocker (Athlete. 2tttttls) 

llrimmy Jlocker fllrid;c•pon High School, C!nss of '.:004) Th" 
Brid_gc•p1Jrt BuHet, as she was mcknmned daring her prep 1rack am! field 
t!ays, set the standnrd for female sprin!inp in the Ohm Va!ky ,md the 
s1a1e of Ohio 

Ted Talkington (Athlete. 20os1 
Ted T!1lkingto11 (:-.L1p1o!ia High School. Cl;bc; of 2()(U). T!11~ Bhic biµk• 

produc! cou!d ~imply ~core the ba,kctbaH during hi, prep carcer. 
Map10li;(s al!-!1mc scoring k;akr fiimhed hi> career with 2.024 points, 

11hich was mure Ihm 600 puinb helkr than J1is rw;ircst compt1i1or. r\s a 
senior, Talkingtun ,cored a! a Jl !)(l!ll!S per filme dip, \ilm:h follmwd up a 
junior se:1son in wl1ich he pouwd m 2\/.5 ponl!s a nin1cs!. 

Hocka !rnr,t nn1o ih,; si.:crw in 2(X)l \1-!wn she 110n 1hl' 201}-mctcrd;di 
at D,nwn·s \\dcom(' Stadium ,n a fn..·slnnan. Earlier in that stale meet, 
she fifushed sccnnd in !lw !O!}-mclcr 1fa5h_ 

That !00-meier race pm•·cd to he 1hc final time she !usl in 1h11 cH'llt 
for the remainder of her prep career. Hod,cr 11a, undcfc,:tcd during her 
<sophomnre,jumor mid scni(H' scasom in the ~hurt sprint. Prior 10 the \tale 
flnnL slw had been tmblemio!wd as n frcsl11nan, ll)O. 

Dllring 1hc 2()():1,-0-4 campaipi, Talkini11on esrnhlhhrd h1~carcfi l11gh pomt 
tmal 11i1h 45, As a senior, he shot 82 rn:rcenl fn:im the f\mt fo1e and nimwcted 

'----_;;;"-'I m164 lhrc(•-rniin1er,. 

As a ,uphomore, Hocker 11u1dwd her first state championship in the lOfJ-nwlef'i, but 
se!tktl for ,cumd in the 200. 

Hncl-.er \\W, a four-time OVA('. C!as, 1 A l(Xl-mcter dash dmmpion and !lmct'•lime Class 
!A 200-mc!er chnmpiun. ·n1mq:h she 11e\er ran the r.1cc in the po,tscasm1, Hucl,xr was a 
three-time OV1\C Cla.',S 1 A 40()-meln champion. 

As a prep sprin1cr, llocJ..c•r·s personal best in the !00 w;15 11.8! sc·conds. That s!w¾I as a 
s1;He renml in Dinsion Ill until 201 ! lier mark. \\h1ch was sci during her senior season, 
still srands as a slate mcd rccnn!. 

1-lcr :wn personal bes! time of 14.11 is aho a slak mcct record. She ~et !lint in 2004 1\hcn 
she compleicd her ,econd comerntive sprint q\cep. 

Afler l11gh ichool. !-loci-.er opted !o continue her !rack mid field career a! the I ;ni\'t.'tsi\y 
of Akron where she plll forth an impressil'c career. earning all ii-fol Amcricmi Conference 
honor<,. She \Vas tlw MAC Indoor and Outdoor nmfcrcnee champion ln !he 100 in 2008 
She set the Aknrn sdmnl record mtloor for !lw 400 nml p!nccd in both the !00 and 400 in 
2005 ;n a trne freshman. As a rn!kpi;Jlc nmncr, !locker fornsed rnnre nn !he 400 and set 
the Akrnn rernnl for bofh mdtv;1r nm.! outdoor eompetition wilh 1imes of 54J9 (indoor) um! 
5-1.21 irnndnnf). 

Alnnr with track :im! field. !!oder aho earned lrtters during her high school cancer in 
ba>h'lbidl. 

VA t~ 
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Sponsored by Robinson A1110 Group 

John Ncse (OVAC Contrilmtur) 
John S1'l(' (!':.1st f'fusburich lligh Sd1riol, Cbss of !956). Teacher 

niad1. .official ... hmadutster, Hl' 's done them al!. 
While sp,:nding .'i4 ye.1r,; in the l'dnciHinn field, Nest' coached lJ<.1_y~/g1r!, 

b:i~ketball and hascliall: foHowed 1l1a111p with a fine ollkiatin;; can:er and all 
the \\hile worked as a radio hrnadcas1cr. 

In lmskl'tba!L he hepm Im coaching can>cr at Fotlan~hee St. ,\n1hon:­
(]9M-6[ ), \;inning the W. Va. C!as, B Sla!<c Cn!lmEc Chmnpiomhip with 
a !7--5 record. Al\cr 1wo ;-car<, { !961-6J) <L'i an assis!Mlt a1 East l'itt~burrh 
High hi, 3!ma ma!cr he came to S!eubenvi!le Ca!hnlie Central w!wre he 
coached the boys' learn JO ) e;1rs ( !9(,3-73) with a 111 •87 record; 1hnx• 5eC• 
tiona! 1itlcs, three disinct 1i1Jes aml oiw O\'AC ehampinnship (]973) 1\hen hb squad compiled a 
22-1 mcrnH recon! -- the best ln !.ehool lmtory- kd hy fellow lfoU of Famcr Jim Wood. 

He farer rcmmcd to 1hc han!wond :is !ht• Steubenville Cathdic tirls • w.1ch (1 lJ87-9f)l. 1xis1ing 
a 56-10 record with twG ~ctiona! titles: two O\'AC nown, (1988 ;n1d '89) and the school's lJCsl 
record (21-:! in '89). 

He clo.,cd out his honp5 nmcliing wi1h the Indian Creek junior hijch i;irls' learn ( [995-:!{)(}7) 
\;here he 110n an addition;i! l !6 pamcs a_~ai11st 40 losses. 

Ile wa~ nain,•d n~1d1 of the YL•;ir multiple times in the Eastern Disirkt and District 5 and 
wn, sckc1ed a, 1he en-coach or the l Tnitcd S1atrs ,\II-Star½ for !lie !973 Dapper Dan RoundhaH 
Classic in Pitt;,bumh. 

In ba$Chall.l\esC coaellcd SteubenviHc Catholic from !96}-75 with a sparkling !97•77 rcnml. 
!!is terms won wven ,ectinna!s. fi1 c diqrie1s and 1,nc n.'gional, finishmg as !he slah:' rnnner-11p !o 
Shaker 1-lcipll!s in 1965 lib !974 s11uad posted a school-hes! 24--4 meral! mark. 

After retiring from cmching, Nc>C w:imcd lo !~main close 10 hith sdHl<_J] a1hk1ics and becmnc 
a b.:hehali '<,of!ba!! umpire, He was a respected memhernfthat prok%inn as we!!. nml wns hon­
orc.! 10 work in !Oconwcu!is·c OH.SAA S1a1e Softball Tonrnaments. lk aho ser,:cdasan instrnc· 
tor with the StcnbcnviHe bnpires ,\s:;oeiation.Nesc· ahn had a 30-plus year earccr as a \YSTV 
radio play-hy-p!ay announcer and color t·om:nc!lla!or, \1nrh.mg L'oumlcss Foo1halL tm,kct!mfl and 
American Legion hasehall games. 

This marks Ne.s,c·s si\th Hal! of Fame scleciion. He's atsn in !he Ohm High School Baseball 
Co:1ehcs A,,ociation I l98 ! ls the East Boros Clwptcr of 1he Pem1syt,·ania SJ)(1rts Hall of Fame 
{ll/86): lhcOHSAAOfficiab flail of Fame f !99(,): 1Jw Distri,-i J lfasldbal! Co:ichcsA\so1.:iation 
Hall of Emw {1006); ;111(1 the Fr.mci~can l lrii1er',il\' !fail of Fame (2008) 

At East Pin,bmyh (Pa.) HiFIL ;,,;:ese was a threl:.year fcuennan and rn-eapi,dn of 1he Class 
B Pennsyl\'allia swle run1teH1p. He graduated frrnn the College of Steubenvi!!t' in 1960 \\here 
he was a four•) car kncrman and a member nf the r-.o. !-ranked small coUerc hasi-.erbal! team 
( 1957-581 ;md ieam l'll·C<1p1ain a\ a oenioL lk ohiained his masier's degree frorn the l ini~crsi!) 
of Dayton in 1974. 

Talkingwn\ g:mw wa~n·1 limited to swring. hov.e,er. !fr 11bn a,cr.ircd 
.~.8 asmb. 5.5 rebournls am! 2.7 stc::b. 

A!ontc 11i!h lcadinr !he stale in ;;coring twice, inclmling the 2002-0.'! ~easnn. he helped guide 
!he Blue Eagle\ m !he Class AA 5W1e chanipionsliip. By dnini; !hat. he bermne just one of fi\ c 
~lmmtnin State products lo acwmplish !he feat.joininr1 the like, of Jerry We.'>l, OJ. 1\-byo, Herbie 
Brno\,;', ;im! Bill il-!aphis. 

'fa!kington\ aforcmcmioncd carcer-pnini 1otal ranks 16th 111 Wes! !mtory 
lie was a first-team all-stall' sekctlon as both a junior and captained the tenm both 

seasone>. He was a c,eeond-1cam all-stale pick after his ~cnior season. He was nho nn nH•OVAC 
and all--\'alky pnfnrmer_ c;iplilining the a]]. \'alh:y le.im twice. 

!-le also oeored 20 poin!s in helpinv West Virgmia rally for a ()2-1'!2 vicrory in 1he S.imucl A. 
Mumk, OVAC All-S1;1r G;uue, 

After' high sdmoL Talkini:tnn turned down sc,·eral cn!!q;i.ik offers to accqlt nn academic 
scholarship and walk-nn spot at Wes! Vir_[!inia l 'ni1·craity. Ile p!ayrd in 46 µamea during his care<:r 
with the \loun!ilinecr:, am! klkn:d twice. He was ;i memhcr of W\ltrs !'<ntion,d lnvitation,1! 
Tounmment champinnsh1p team in 2007 

1-1.: np!ed not w play ba\kcitm!! during hi;, final scavm of digihility. t'lcc1int1 lo cnmH in medical 
;,chool after grat!uating with a degree m ehem1s!ry with a 4.0 grade poin! 

Atnng 1\!!h his hasl-.c!baH pm11e'>.s. Talkington was a ~tnndrnH for !he Blue fontha!! 
team, He r1.1ke named aH-OV,\C a firs1-team \dcc!ion as a junior aml nw!llion 
pid: as a 

Bob Koch !<WAC Family) 
/fob J.:odl (John /llarshaH Hith School, Ciass of !97! }, Back in :(K)9 \\hen 

he rc!ired from Cmncrun 1-!ijch SchooL Koch offered a ie!Hng \)\lotc: ",\ly 
goal has a[\\'ays !1t•cn !o !e;1\e this a helter pfoce lhan i1 wa, \1h,•n I fom1d it." 

ln Koch's t'!L\C. ever;-\,hcrc he's been and C\'cryone he's known hit~ been 
better for iL .. 11m1 that certainly lndmies ewry comc·r uf the Ohio Valk) 
Athlc1i,, Dmfercnre 

!fo as,>(x:intion with the rnnfcrente d.a1es hack 10 !98 ! ;\hen k'gan helping 
with t!w h;mds-on eukulatinn, oft he scores ill !he OVAC Ron 1'.fauck Ww;tling 
·fo11rmmen1, a mlc he filled for 1hc ne\l 30 jCars until the resu!15 11ere com­
puterin>t.l. At thnr point, he enminucd tn it1sis1 by wmking llw hull[~!\ area. lie m:eil nl 1hc OV,\C 
Touma111en1 Ser\'ice Aw;ml in 1998 and 1he OVACTimm:imenl Dirt>t:!nr·sAward m 2014. 

Koch ha> h,_.en on the OVAC E.xc,:·mh"c Boan!.,. the f'O\'eming body nf !he b1 state em1frn.'fll'C 

-since l ()8(), first as 1J1e C!:iss ,\ represerlfati>e and then a.'i !he Ganw Direr1or of the ()\i,\C Rudy 
:-..tumley All-Siar hn)tball Game. 

It's in 1hat mle ... rn1c hc assumed m 200! lha! he ha.> ~hmcd above a!! others doc lo 1he v;15t 
t1mk•rt;1king of !he e,;ent frnm the <,cleetion nf coaches aml pb; as. t:(Xlf\llna!ing 1he 11 cck- fong 
cmnp \\hich is currcmly :ir Bethany Collep-' 10 all of the i:amc-rdated :ll'tivitics which take phic·e 
1he \\t-ek oft!lC game. 

Respected for his ,1pinions and his knm, !edp! of the his!nf) of 1.hc confcn:nt-e, J,;r,d1 has 
been a member of1hc OVAC Hall of Fmne Commitke mid tlic OVAC ~lmcwn Commiltce 
sewrn! vcars. 

Ktx·h· gradtmted from Wcs1 Virginia l. 111i,er.,i1y and bier obtainL·d his m.1s1cr's dq:n..·c in ma1h 
nluc;l!lon !hen:. !k spent one Je;1r <!1 il-laflins Ferry Hii;h before nm.-mg on lo Camerrnl \\hen: 
he be1ia11 a :n.vcar career n, a math tcachec He assumed the ro!e of a1hle1ie din:clnr in 1989 
nm! srcn! 1hc n\:x1 20 :, ear> guidini; the Dragons' a!hlctic pm11r.-un, lo rntm!lcs, successes and 
fod!i11es upgrades before retmng in 2009. Knell also spent sn·eral )Cars tL\ an assistant \\'rcsl!ing 
coach at CHS under the highly•weecssf\11 Jim Pons. 

He >Lirvnl as co·dminnan of 1lw Friends of Cameron Fm:>th:ill cwnt for si\ wars, and was a 
,pcoa! honoree of !ha! :;n:mp iD 2015 fnr his rnntribt11ions. • 

Jimmy ]\;fountain (Media) 
JamrI ,L "Jimmy'" Mmmta/11 (SL John Central Hl;1h Scho,oL Cla~s of 

!9} ! L You rmght ~ay he "looked down fmm the mo1m1ain·· a~ far as Ohio 
Valley journalists were nmccmc<l. 

~lmmtai11 dmmidcd the evcn1s nf the mea ho1h in and ont of the 
nlhklic rc,11rn ,1ith parlieubr emphasis on the Bdlairt: arc;1, hut he was 
11el1-kno11·n up and down the riser for his writin[! style ofacccntuaiing the 
posi1ive as well a, his kgl'nd;1ry cn1ertai11in@ and inform,11ive columns <ltir•• 
mi nearly a half century 

A two•simrt a!h!e!e (fno!haf! and haskctbaHl at St. John·s. he hcg:in hb 
joumafotie rnm.•r right nut of high school 1,orh.mg for Greater Wheding 
Home Talk :ind the !'llartins Ferry Daily Times. !-le served as Sports Edi1nr for 1,hat lwcame 
Hie Times Leader unii! he was catted mto military snvicc in 194 ! durinµ World War 11, and 
uiv;m lm rel um !w hci;an a lengthy 1em1re as hcad of the Bellaire Bureau nf that newspapcL 

Allhoufh hi, primary focus shifted he continued lo cover sponinµ evenh :md w;n a 
fixture at 1\"dsnn Field football games IJ<.)!h lkllain: .ind SL Jnlm Cen1ra! under media 
it'l'.emb BiH \'mi Home mtd Cat !'obs. 

An boxer ;md a 1,llemed suflhall pitcher, !'llountain hat! a life.long passion for 
I le was a mcmher of Sigma Delt:1 Chi -- jmmrnlism·s honorary fratrrnity 

:md ,e\ era I honor:; tndmling the first ~Ian nf the Year from the lkHaire Lodge· J HJ 
Chcd1os!nvak Sone!y of America: the Ci1izrn of the Yi:;ir frum the Bd!aire h.ilrn1a! Order 
of Pniire Assncimes; and 11';1s tahhed an honorary [!radu:ite of Bd!:iin: Hi;!h Schon! and ll';tS 
scln·wd for that ,ehool"s Wall of Fnmc. He :ibo ,crvetl as Ckrk uf Cound! for the cit> or 
Bd!ain·. !k p:issed aw;;iy on July 24, l%8 a\ the age nf74 • 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Stan Blankenship (Coach) 

Sll:m Ufrm!.c11_,,hip 11'ichobs Co11111y 
put 10gethcr a resume unrivaled by ll!l}llllC 
inr ranks. rnnipiling a record 11f S.-12-240 during a carter th;n 
1979 a,id n11Hinue(l tm!il his rc1\1·enieil1 ln 20! \. ·n10sc lof!1 

him the aH-1ime winn\nges1 coach in girls· hnop, i11 both the 
mid tlw rntin: state of West Virginia. 

Bl;mkensh1p·, reached the pinnack in 1982 
they 1-1nn 1he West AAA Sta!C Championship wi1h 
Americ:m OVAC Ha!! Gamble as the star 

lte alsu led J\111S 10 West 
h1, piidanct:', J~l\lS wun i8 

i [ ;:11r, '.~t·,s-:tJ::~1'.·:its'.ll·~\. 
of girb- crmfrrencc crm1 ns renmkd (o ifatt: 

eharip:> in scl1,1ol lump;, 
including the 1hree-poim iirw; use ofa move 
of 11iris' baskciba!l in Wes! Virginia !mm foll !le rnadicd rn1 mnJzin~ 40 player, 
1il10 ,~cm 01110 play rn!!q:c baske1bal1 after fmm JJ\!IIS. 

lk abu coached in (ht OV:\C Samuel :i.!umky _.\\! .. Stai C!.1;,sw times nnd 
rccehcrJ the 0\':\Cs Ridianl Saffkld Girls" Basketball Co;1d1es ,\wan[ in 

Blankenship mon: 10 the area from Kichol;:v; County \,here he \\·a, a m1l!i•SfX>rt st:mdnut 
in hn::h schooL 

-n):11 cm1rinucd a! the level 1,hen he ;Htendcd West Wes!eJ,m Co1kre. 
an un!wanl-of !.1 varsily ie,,tcc,. {1,1, trnck. four in cross 

i.11 football) 
he wus indnclcd mto the Wes! Virginia Wc.skym1 ,\ihktie !!all nf Finne 

Tom West ICm,chJ 
Tom \\"nt (\!annwµt\ln l!igh School. Class of l957L When hcm,dc1hc 

moH' w 10 rnach am! teach nt \'nUey HiµlL W~st did 5G for the 
After four }tars at /\lidvicw llith in Cirafiori, OhiP. be came 

Gro1 e ,\ here he bernmc ins1innio11. guiding the 
foothaH tc1n11 for a wtal over two terms -- his first 
:moo and then. after a ;c,.,,, ''"'""'"" ,. 

During his -40 years 
incltrtli11i; n 22J-15l mark ill 

We.si.coaclled Valley teams 
sa.iir:ht vcars fmm 199!,:!l){J am! fini>hc!l 
( 199~1, ·i")-4, "95, "% am! "98). !!is 

The Lumberjacks ,,on OVAC 
DiHm Cnnkrencc crown \ 1 : .. ::, :., ., : 

\\-"est n:cdvcd lm lm.dielor's tkgree m 
!m maste(~ dctrc·c in Administration from ··:····:.::·:···: 

his" teaching career in :\-lidview 111 

nmch am! then the hcml fodlm!! conch from 
\'alley High. 

Jay Handlan (Athlete. 1940,1 
]11/111 "Jay" llaiuila11 (l"rfadelphia !!igh School. Class of !'J.16). !k 

earned \2 vaGity kncr, m foe .sports for tbc U1tk Reds (hiring three 
;,cars three each in baskctbalL !'ooiball and trnck. two in tennis a11d 
one in swimming. 

In baskethall, tbe 
lari;:esi Class AA and was mcmion. In footbnlL he wa.s :i 
end and pumcr. Afttr high school. he served three years in the 
before enm!!ing m Waohinpo:1 & Lee iinllcdty in Lning\on, 

Comp,;!ing for W&L in_the Southern Co11fcre11cc ~ then 
lq:r: baske1ba!! tcapw winch included \\-est Vrrg111ta. Dnkc. ·;·,······•.""·· 
broke off ,:ml formed !he At!amic Coast Coafcraicc -- he left 
mo.st prolific tw.s\..ellmll 5corcr:, in major rnllq:c his10ry 

!le became rrnly the thlrd major coHq:c p!a)er to score more ihan 2.000 c·a1·eer 
c1pping his 9.1-garne career w/1!1 15 points agarnst \\'Vii in his fi1rn! game to rcadi 
awrni:cd 2 t J, points for his career. 

,\s II junior, he awrngcd '.1.6.2 f){linrs to 
scconJ plan: nationally. He also led 1hc 
reconl with !8-fnr-18 
record wi1i1 (ifl poi111s 

r:ga!!m Fum1an. In 1hm 
oft.lest Div1Si\lo I NCAA 

lfandl:m canicd Helms 
Conference. ,\s a senior, he 
1T}'O\!l with the (k\ darn! Brm\fh_ 

out WVU A!!•_.\mcrican :--!ark Workma11 for 
free 1hmw sho-01in£'. (86C·t J and set an i\C",\A 

1ind Srn11hern Cm1krence. 
major cnllc:;:e mmk 

7! i;na! Dt1cmpls (n1ahinµ, 30). 1,h1d1 rcmuiw, the 

and wa, twice A!l·Sowhcm 
footb,11! wam and wa, offered a 

He was drnfled by the !'-;ll,\ lmlianapo!is Olympians. but Ofi:Cd HJ 
Industrial !Jaskcibatt Leapw wi1h the ,\krnn Go-nd:ear Wingf(}{Jtc,. !le 
was an NJBL All-Star in [954. 

ln 201 :i. he was inducted m10 rl1c City of Whcding !fo!l of Fame 

J)al"e f.i1111 

mark a~ 1hc 

g;~1r;\~~i~-t~;~c\~:~1::~fn~;~n1:···;·;:":",,: •• 
TrnWc; !978 squat! 

i-4 L\S) in the Class >late 
i!w dwrnpirlilShip game 

·n1c 1979 team re;Khed rhe 

ampionships and a db:iitt 1itk·1cg1rn 
1 the Pioneer Valley Confcrtncc tit!!.' 

d Shcnamloah in 2010. The 2(l(l5 tean 

iBud.c;,e Trail ,\1hknr Half of Fmne in !')%. 
Coaches AsitN:iatinn Sene!arJfreasurcr ant! as the 
for nw.ny yc;1rs. A graduate oi· Rio Grande CoUcgc. 

High School Baskctba11 Coaches As:,ocimion Hall 
the Di.11ric1 12 Baske1f-:m!I Coaches Assoda1im1 !fall 

three 
West 
nnals 

)Jll'SOll • at 
k and 
•• !l\\'3![ 

)!k)half to 1hc mi'I- ,md ,1mkcd cifht 
lxnh states. 
cd as presidem, sccrernry, lmerpreicr 

,c])all l;rnpircs and ,·icc-presidenl and 
1erpre1er of the Ohio \',illcy Board nf Baske1halt Officials, !!e was nlm a member of th<: 

!\'atioid Fcdermion of Off1uals (NFOAl m bo1h West and Ohio. 
Cross was i111.luct,•d in!o the Ol!SAA Offirids Hall in '.:(HO. 

Eddie Becker (Athlete - 1950s) 
Et/die lfrckeriWhedi.n;i High School.C!ns, nf JfJ.'iOL ,\ four-year Wikk;u 

h:;~ketball pl;i}Cr, he was the most highly honored player on rnn teams \I hich 
played in West \~rginm Srnw Championship games in tile lnqw·sdwd Oas, 
,\. :\s a !hr 'Cms finished srnte rn1mcr,i1p to Fairmont Senior. As a 
scmor. , ••• ,::••;cS.'.fl''~a 25·0 record season m1der 0\'AC l!aH of Fame 
coach Evercn with 1he !ast of five titles and a .>tMe finats· win 
O\er Elkins, 53·'.iO. 

Becl-.tr. a t\>o-1ime ,\H-Slate Thumamcn! pick. e~mcd first trnm ,1lklass 
AH· State as a senior 1b s,dl as t\lf.(JVAC !ar,t:es1 Class A and ,\H-Ci!y hon 
ms. !le mcraged !6. \ poims ;is a junior and !cd tht 'Ca1s as a ,enior wi1h 
more than~[} pol!l15 ;i game rare fm th,11 era, !le scmcd 20 or more poims s~1-en times 11 ith 
a high of 21) as \Vhceli111, a\·aaged M poi 111, per rawe, l k also p!a;, nl kimli:dl. 

Rccmi1ed by Wes! Virpinia \.i., he lcf1 his mark 1m the \\'VU record lmnb. ·nw 6-foo\ forward 
!he freshman t,:am in scori11g » i!h ;i 2.'i•poinl gaiL The dead.eye jnmp•shooter lcncred three 

u11 the vanity and cmkd a 75•gJmt can:cr w ]th ! ,! 27 p<.1ints { l :'i ppgl !he ~crnnd most 
111 school his!ory ,:1 the lime. He a,era;:ed !8.7 as a senior 1d1rn he was team MVP_ He a!sn 
eanwd ,\H-Sou1lwm Conference second learn ~nd wno selected to the All-SC Tmm1mnent team. 

,\l the time hl' f_mduatc,L he was one of]() players !isted on the All-T!nw WVU Tcmn d1~n~-
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Neil Habig (Athlete - 1951h) 

Seil Jlubi;: iWlwe!ing Cermal !liµh SdiotlL C!a,s of )'l)➔ l An 
honored hifh ,d100! :rnd rnlkge footh,!ll playeL_ tw comi-ie1ei.l lonp:r in 
ma.im prn tnu\baH th:m m1y Mamon Kn1;J11 !!I ht>lO!) 

As a prep senior, the M,mim Ferry nnti,c earned fir,,1 \\'a111 ;i!htar 
hoimrs on c!iµib!e seke1im1 AJl .. \'a!ky '•Big Sdmot" .\]I. 
OVt\C !arges1 ,\_A. _and the All-Cily team. Rah:d the 
.. htst d1:frm1n: end"· tn OV lly sclec1Nl All- \'a!!ey. the 
!1HH1ay end and p11n1er wa, the !Op bkw:fieron a run-oriented team :md 
hllllkt! four ro11chdown ]l!IS'tCS. 

The 6· fnnt. !90-pmmder helped the ~laruon Knlg!m first-nn OVAC Cl;1_,, A,\ 
ilargest cla.,, m the lime) 1i1h:. ,dth illl R-t n:eonL The 11as lJ.7 to !0-0 record 
Be1111nnd Union. !he OV,\C Clas,,\ dmmpim111hirh fimolwtl as the S1111c' runner-up 

!k earned a sd10brsh1p w !'tmlue Uni.nsity 1,!wrc he pla)td both 11·a)~ but 11a, coinen-
1:d. on :1!fc'rhc, from end 10 ccn\cc ,\ 1hree-ve11r lttternwn and 1110-,car slJJh'r at renkr- lim> 
hJd.er-ddcn.1i,c cmL he was >-ekned % tc,im MVP a~ a sl'nioro11 a" roster 1,hich had l :; Ohin 
Valley pnxluch indmhng O\'AC !!nH of Fame honorees Nick :O.lmnky am! Kenny '.\.lite;. 

I hi.big, a _,econd wm1 :\H-!lig Ten Confe1er1cc selct!ion. pla) ed m !he Senior !lmd A1l-S12r 
game, !le 11as drafted b) the Green !lay l'ack!:r,. hut op!cd fm !he C;mJdi;rn Football League. 

He phljed ,c1en season:, (1'158-6-ll a, a ce111edinehackcr with the Saskmche11an 
Rour:hrider,, and was a domi11a111 player at his po,ition. lie was il (TL AH•Swr c,•111er in 
]')fl:!. tht first year 1his !mnm was awarded, anti a Western Conference All-Star s1\ times. 
,\, a linebacker, he wa, noted for lm pi!\'; rnwrap; am! h.ul 10 jlJS> interceptions mclmling 
shin 1%.1 

Ucn \Vilcy tAthlclc. 1%0,1 
/frn Wiley (f'1J1\ha1an Hirh SchooL Class of 196}). !le kd his team to 

the school's hest-e;.er basl,e1bnH sea>on (20· ! land only unbeaten i 18-0) 
repilar season in ;chno! hbtmy. 

The 5- ftM1t-9, ! 50- pnund prnnl was a four-year p!ayer \\ ho srnrtd near 
!y ! j()() eareer point, for 1hc Indians. As a senior, he awrar:ed 28.8 poims 
n game :md was named Ohio UP! Class A Pl;iyer of tl1e Year for the team 
coached by Lou Blumling. la1er a heat! coach of the Wheeling lmmnen pm 
foo1ha!l 1eam. Wiley wa.1 a two-time A!J-(W:\C Class A choiu., and tabbed 
ro-(aprnin w, ;1 sc1m1r and r:1ptJin as a junio_r. The !\\o-timc AH-Distric1 
honoree abo wa.1 a firs! 1eam :\lH)hio chmce by both The ,\.1socia1ed 
Press mid l!nih.•d Pres,; ht1ernational 11> a 5cnior. 

In 19().l_ the !ndi;un shJrL'd !!Jc OVAC Class A nown wi!h Padrn Ci!\' and ended with a 
J:().J rcninl ahl'f bowing 1n Strasburg, 7.'L61 in the C!a>i .,\ Dimkt Tm1ri:'1amc111. 

In baseball, be· wn\ J senior n:gular nn !he ~ernnd Indian~· team to win an Ol11n tilk. The 
!ndi;ms advanced to the rq:innal tournament all four )ears ( j')(,{1.f1.<i dnring Wiley\ rnrec•r. 
The !96J team, rnach~d by Frank Bland, cnp[1't'd a l :i-2 renm! season hy winrnng the Ohio 
Cfo.1.s A crown 11i!h a TO dmmpio1d1ip ram.: win Ol"er Dublin af!er downing Spencerville. 
2-l, in the ,cmif111a!o. 

W1ky. a se11ior dass pre\idem and !:onnr 01mknL anrm!cd Gan11011 College in Pa., 
nnd played b,d,ctball for four ~ear,. -me playmah'r a1eragcd HL6 points ;is a senior a 
high game ;if 28 points. Ile ,nm:d 896 pnin!S in tus career ant! was i1Hhtctc<l into thL' G:mmrn 
Sport.\ Halt of Fnme in l'J86 

After graduation_ he ri.:mJined 111 the Erie nn,a and became a dvk kadu 11!10 

nind nwltipk time, inclmling lhe iwming of n puh!k tmihJi11_t ,1f!cr hini. !k did !11 

Jim \Vooftcr (Athl,te. 1910,1 
Jim Wmifter (Oak Glen !lij:h SdmoL Cla,s of !973). lie c,in1rd the 

lionm of twcomim.• the fim (lo!tkn Bear athle1e to a11ain ,\!!-American 
hrnwr.s, earning 1h(1:,e p!arnlit> for his phi grcmness n1 !inehacker, center 
and fullback_ 

The 6-2, 225-puunder w,1., a (\>(Hime first-team aH-state. nll-OVAC 
and alt• V:ilky honoree. As a ,enim, he was captain of !he a!!- \'a!ley '"Big 
Sclmor· dcfensire team am! runner-up for the limn ;\wm-1.l. embtcni,mc 
of !he state -s lop lineman. 

As a senior, he recorded !J:h tackk~.41J assist\. fil"e fumble n:nweries 
;md forced ,h fmnbks m helping lhe (;olden Bears 10 a 7-:l rtcnrd. The tenacions defrm.kr 
n:gis1ernl 86 ,olu tad ks. Mi assist>, eight iack!e5 for losses, 1!m:e fumble recoveries and four 
interceptiom as a junior. 

Woo!frr"s ,park!ing footbnll C\ploits earned him A!!-Americ;:n !mnnrs from Conch ,C 
Athlc;c ,md Scfwla.11Ic Coach ma)'alines. 

!!is prep football ouccess a11rac1ed recmiters from ~11 the 
for the t 1ni1 ersity ofTermes,ee. lt pmH'd tn be a wim! choice 
and t\\O-war s1mtcr at defon,ive iacJJe for !he VolmHccrs. 

,dmols. nnd Woofter opted 
was u three-year leuenn;m 

!!is atiiktic suctc•_,, 1\a.1 nnt limited to just till' pidimn. As a ,eniur. he was state 1.lmt 
put champion nl Oak Glen witll a 52-fooL 7 .. inch effort, and he ahn 11nn t!w OV:\C Class 
:\:\:\ >hot pu! crown. Woofter was ahn a fon::c in wn:st!inµ. lk Wit.\ the• OVAC ni!lllCH!p al 
hca1·y1\d[;ht as a ,enior. 

'~ ,l 

r rn 

Rob Mwm mridi::qmn High 
st:imt,mt helped the Bulldog', rccunl 
11al1 ,chool ~ear m hi,tory 

!n footba!L !he team captain nnd qu:1ncrh;Kk-dden,il·c hack bl the 
firs! pcrfrc! record (~Hll m school !ii,tnry. Coached by foe Au!t. ihe 
Bulldngs rnpmred tlw OV:\C Class;\:\ tilk arnl 1,ne rmihed :--;o. 5 m the 
final Ohio Cla;,:; A pd! by United Pres, lnternationr\L Bridgepmt capJ}.:d 
the p,:rfrct wi1h a 22 11 win at rival '.\.!artins h•rry for mil! ihe 
third win in ganws vs. !he PHrple R!(krs. 

ln 111n-;e,ir team captain anclmred 1he ~clmnh flr>t· 
l':1er unbeawn ri:;rnlar sca,on team (18·0) 1,hKh captun:d an OVAC Cla,, AA title am! \\a.> 
ranked Nn. ! in 11w Ohio Cfass A po!! by Unl!cd Press lnlerna1inn11L (\iachcll hy OVAC 
Hail of Famer Fran!,, !la\li.'r. 1he Bulldog; scored more tha11 f()(l pnims in five am! 
uon scdiwia! and district crowns before fallirn:, to Dahnn. 7!-70, in lb: Camon to 
fhii~h m 2-1- l • 

The ().foot•!, 175•poum1 24- l poims and t:! rebounds a punc as n senior 
after sponing a :20-ptJint 

The senior was runner-:,,,,::,';::;;;,:',.'";;;;; C!aess ,\ Pla)cr of the Year tD Kerry :O.l:i ns of Celina 
and cam,.sd firs! 1cam :\lHlhio frnm llP! <1rnJ tllirt! team frnm Tile ,\s1odmetl !'re,s. Ile also 
w3s !l\"ice an All-OVAC se!enim1 and ;m :\H·Distric! hmmre,· in E;1;,tem Otuu 

:O.hmn was aim n pitdwr-infid<ler on tin: Bulldogs' ba>dMll team. 
The J:O!O_Brhl_tce1mr1 lli&h lla!l of Fame imhlc_i,.sc earned a baskc1haH >-dHil;mhir1 lo 

:l.1.lrshall ll1111-ersi1y 1,bere he wa~ a 1hree'.)ear ramiy player after nverapng rJ.4 [}{Hills am! 
shooting -HJ.8 pen:c•111 from the floor 1\n the fn:shnrnn team. 

Jim \Vood (Athlete. 1910,1 
Jim \\'om/ /Siet1bl'nvi!!e Caihulk Central High Sdmnl. Chm nf l'l7Jl 

J'!w; Crns,idcr was one of the mmt dorninam ha,kci!m!l hit:> men in the 
OV-\C during tbe ear!y 1970s. ·nic rn!cmrd (doo1. 9-mdi pn,1 hdp !o 
carry CmhoUc Cemra! w first OV:\C htxip cnnrn, turning the 1rll'k i11 

l'.17.1 in Cla,s AAA 1he dassifk21io11 at 1hm !ime. The Crmadi:rs 
1,em 22-2 thm ll'inninµ wctiomd :md (tiotrict 1f1lcs along the way 

lie a>er;iged rxtints and l 5 rebound~ a f'amc a senior. Tho,;e m1m-
hers. rnmhined with the team·, fir:;Heam all-Ohio 
lil'l and second• ieam AP nll-statt• tu po aH-Eas!ern Dimkt 
p!~udi!s. 

lie was named firsHeam all-OVAC a, a .)unmr and senior, named a co-r~ptain n1 In 
addition, one' Florida newspaper tabbed him ns lmnnrahk mentirni :\!! Amcne:in as a 

Wood was a!oo a !I\O-}t'itr knerrnm1 in ba,ehall fur Catholic Central. 
!lis ,up1:rb hmh1ood c,ploits earned him a scholarship tti Gernria Tech_ where ht• bccanw 

a fm1r-yc•ar regubr at center and was the !endin1: ~corer his first three :,c;1E (] t .l, 15JJ 
amt 14.7\ and ,enmd on the team as a {14.l J. lie r:!so kd the kam 1n rd•rnmds t,1·0 
}Cars. Iii<. carrer touls indudcd 1 A5_9 pom!i and 740 rebound,. 

Wnod wih rntlric1ed 1mo the Georpa Tech !Ill!! of hmic m Jl/85,ju>t eight ;.:ar5 alter earn­
ing his tlegree from the ~chno!. Aftc•r hi, colkgi~te C<lfl:er, Worn! pla:ird ba.1kethaH in Solllh 
America fur I:! \ear,. 

The Steut>enYiHe Calholk Ccnmll Hall of bmer ,till resides in !he Ohio V~lley and i, ;rn 
OV:\C ba.1ke1ball officiaL 

Kim Augur (Athlete - 1980s) 

Kim '.\111,'lff (E,i_.,, l..iwrpnl.l! _!11th SdmoL C!ass of [983l. Her moil 
impn:,s11e claim to fame 15 winm11_;; the O!ISAA Class AAA 400-meterda.,h 
sl~k d1ampionshifl .is a senior in 54.87 wnmds. She missed 1he sutc record 
by a mere one.1c111h of a second. Luer nn in 1hn! same >llllc mee1. Augur 
tfoimcd the slhcr mrdal in tbe 200-mcltr dash \2."i.!8J. 

This Potter track grem s_iiH hnhl, the Ohio. \'al_!cy rernrd in 1l1e 4-(J{J n1etns 
at 54.87 She aho cs1;1bhsheJ ,chool record~ m the 100 (123) and 200 
(2.Jj6). the hlt!('r stiH r;mkmg J:> ific \CCO!Hl-!Tu:5t in 1-J!!cy hi'.\tory hehintl 
the 24.22 turned in :,cars fotcr Btidgep,J1'fs Brittany !!ncker. also an OVAC 
I !aH nf Farr.er. 

,\u~ur is alsn a ml·mhcr of 1he !'oner\ sclmu1-reccml .\x.J(X)-me1er rdav 
team l\hld1 turned m chx:ldng during her junior ca111paip1. ' 

I !tr aehie1 ements track ~cho!:irship w The• Ohw S1a1e linh ersi!y. 
Augur was no mw-sport wonder. She tnh:nted liaskeiha!! pla) er for East I.ii n"J¾Mll, 

earning first-team :dl-UVAC honors as and seninr. 
Augur 11 ns irnlucted imn the Ea,t l.1\'crponl High ,\thktic I !aH of Fame in 199\\ 

Dave Dclande (Athlete· 1980s) 

Hm·p !Je/mulc 1S1. Claim i!!e lligh Sdm<JI, C!a~s of ](J82l. ·111i, wrt'stliny 
t:n:<H dii!ingulshed himsclf1x1th on the prl'p and collegiate levels. 

!fr; Red Devil.<,' mnr career W3S nmhin[:' short of sensaiirnrn!. lie n1mhed 
wlih a stellar !}()· W· I recnnL !n 1he pmee.,,. Debm!e was a thrr'e-1i11w 
OVAC champion. lie wa, atso tlH; nmner up as a fres!rnrnn. 

Drlandc was_ al~_u a rnnncr·upa1 till' O! !SAA Sta!<'. Wrc_q]ing Champion.ship> 
a, 11.2-pound JU111or am! he p!;Ked fiflh at ! 18 ll\itmds as a senior_ 

!le contim1ed Im wrestling greatness ,11 West Liherty um!er the nurturing 
of kgendary co;1ch Vince :\!omeari. 

Dclande was a thn:e-tinw N,\lA _·\H- Arncriran for the I !i!!topp,:>r;, achieving 1he feat in three 
1!iffcrent 11rii:ht dh-isinns. !le was sc>cmh J! 142. fourth at l.~O and national rnn11er-upat !.'i8. 

!fo four·JC.lr \\'L record was a ,;parkHng ')(i-J3 
He ~1i!! rank, in the wp HI m e1,~l11 Hill10pper a!!-time mm record~: falls, o!rn1(m[s_ :!-point 

near folls.J·pom1,near fa!h. rnnsah. kam pum1s. 11ins and \>es! 1,i1minp percenia.~e. 
Just as 1111pressively, Delam!e also 11:is th,• !h!hupper wres!lillf prngram·s fiN Academic 

All-,\mcrir:111. earning had:-!u-bark ?.l'adc-nuc laurels in t985 :md 198(,. !k 11a, ahn 1.hree 
wne 1:'~m raprnlll. 

!k wns inducted inw the West Lihenv Univcr.sirv ·\thletic l!aH ofFm11e in 20lfl. Afler gaining 
his Wes! Ubeny diploma, he became ii CPA. • 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jodi Bates /Athlclc - 1990s) 

1999). 
as 11 

!1 was 
in the 2()(1125.25) and r;m a icg on 1he firth-place 

~quads. 
Dtdnii hn senior c;mipaign. Baks r;;m \"Dnsis1rn!ly under_., :: ; ,-- ,,, .. -,-; ;--;- ,;,;; 

Sile S\ICCC5sfuUy defended her Hl(l-mctn tl!k (!2.!0) ;md 
()(UJ) durinl,' the first s1a1c meet ;11 Dayton·s Wekumc St,Hlium. 

En rom,: in the state wmpi.:tltion, Bmcs won 14 O\'AC 
s1mil,'h1 WU- nnd 20{)-rnctcr titles. She aho claimed i2 dimic1 
ships thninl,' her career. \>hik mnning a personal bcs1 tlnw of I I .'Xi, 
~kadov,hrooh.'s all-time bcs1 aml is !he scrnmPn:s! ill Ohio history. 

,\ftcr hei prt·p curi:cr, Bntes to nm~! Whcelinl,' ksuit She rnmfl{'Wdjus1 
one sc::mm before de,·doping 1\hkh proved to he career She allempted a 
comdiack after traMkrnng tn lini,crsi\y. bll! the lrij\!r} w:is simply 100 much 
ro 0\'ercomc. 

While on the track is \I hen:, [fates made her mark she also kaerd tmtt: in b:;isketball and 
11;1s an honornbk' mcmion all-ieap1c sckctinn. 

Zach Amedro (Athlete - 2000s) 
Zach Amcdr.i do!m l\-brsh;:tll High Schoo!. C!uss of f1w- O!rn1 

\'allry has pmduced se,cral prolific passers in its hiswry fmmc-r 
l\-lonmdi ls ncar the top in C\CfY pas.sing catq_:ory there is. 

As a senior. Amedro fidshed fourth in 1he hallnting for the Kelllll'll} 
:\ward aml was a flroHearn all-sialr selcctio:i i\fter 1mning forth onc of the 
mo.st pmlific statistical seasons in his10ry. I le rnmpktcd 188-of .. 289 pass• 
cs for 2!!.W yards and J.1 rouchdnwns. Ht' aloo mn for six !Ouchdnwns. 

111a! cnmp!ctnl a brilliant stin! as qum;erback in ,vhid1 he 
tbn:w for nmre than (,.{){)0 van.ls 53 touchdowns_ lie rnrnp!cred 4~f,-
of-76\ career • 

:\medm was named AH-OVAC m1d Wfb t!w dfenoive 
ieam. !n 2()()2, he was the nes,.spapcr's .. Soplwn1on: 

then FCS member Appalad1i:in Staie .. Amcdrn tra11Sfrrrcd hack to 
and liad a rcmarkzbk career at Wcst Uben: 11heie lie twice finished as n.rn­

lli11 :\ward. which is the Division H 
un !! passing records f 

-ynnl passing g;m1c5 11crc aloo thc 
e IEHtnppers to the NCAA D as a senior, AmcLlm finished 
.J.J}58 yards ,md 38 touduJm,ns 

rnucbdowns and -4-4 compie1lom. 
Dllrin)! 1\mcdro ·s junior ~cason, 1hc llillwppcr5 won the WVJAC ti!k am! qnatificd for the 

phi) offs. avenging tlwir nn!y loss with a wilt.] 84-6.1 victory a7aimt Edinbom. 
Amedru was 1,viee n;imctl W\'!AC of the Year·· and w,1, a first•tcam Diviswn H 

All ,\mcrican nml occond-1czm Small All-t\rncrirnn hy nie As,odmcd Press. 

,\Jail l'owcll (Barncs,i!k 
Sliamnxks did11·1 itm ,nm~•,','''",-',','",'":';,"',':, 
rm ·1mprrssi\c four-;car carc•er 
<0 all-lime \n Ohio) 

!'OI\C!I hclptd lead the SI 
!b his"""',',',',,','''" 

J.\Of).CU1\l'Jt'Cktl 0 

u! liw:. Th, 
sand lus 46 
,ds.lkscor 

ln:c· thnms m,1dc (•It l} are >clmol icennls. 
as Poise!! pb:ed in hoth thr OVAC ant! the Ohio 

was the captain of the aH-OVAC C!ass ,\.\,\ !cam. Enrn:rn 
Distrin Player:---' ,- ;:,··: ; :i::' ; !2 PlaJer of rhc YcM and captained the aH-Valley Big 
Schnd tc~m. !le wa, ;,dcncd to 1.hc District 12 Bw,Kctba!l Cu:1clws Assndation llaH of 
Emw in 20!0 

After his prep eareec !'m, di originally ,,cnt to the Air Frm:e .·\cadnny. but trnn.sfcrred tw.ck 
!(1 Riu Grande Col!ei,:e and ctdwd his name into its lore 

Ile scored 2J(,7 can;,·r points at !hc wlltgc lnet. ,,lud1 is scnmd in Rio Grnnde his1ur:y In 
Fr:.mds. l!c led Rio Gramlc tn the NA!A K:itional lmmw.mem in Tulsa. Okbhonrn 
~enior season. !le was a thrtt>tirne :i!!-:'llid Ohio Conkn:1iec sdcction. ;i t1HHirne 

11 NA!A ,\11-:\mcrkan !lor:wrabk 1\.1emion choice afo:r the 1992 
:1 Rio Grnmk. Powell, 1\lm hauled a fo-N injury during his junior 

, ,.,nr•""'"'"ncc, 70.) poi ms am! scrved as a co-capram 

High Schoill, Class of 2!){}2). Yo11 name 11lc <.port 
Red shincd brightly. 

in three sport<;, \'anek left her higgcst marks nn the 
tbemid.:. 
srnred in lmnches. She jfoisbt•d lier prep career with 

at the time of her gradu:Hion w;i_s !ops mnongst lldlairc 
hmh•n hy her si,1cr. Ashlc} 

Vanek led :he ;i_rea in scoring ;it 23.9 µnint> 
si-ieam ,\H-Oh10. All-District !2. 1\H-OV:\C. 

of !Ile Year .. ;md firnshn1 fourth 111 the voli11g for 

rtw Ohin Not1h-Sou1ll Game ill\d 1hr OVAC .-\!I-St;1t Game 
'---' ' '-' '" po1n1s in th~! 

She 

,\s a juninr, scurcd at rm OV-best poil11.> per gmnc clip. She named first­
:\11· Va)ky team AH-Ohm, _·\11-bstcrn Dis.nicL :\ll-Dis!nc! !2. AlHW:\C ant! caplaincd 

1h~ track, V,1,Tck wa, 01w of the arc;i·s all·tirnc bcst high htm!krs nrnl !ugh ,itli11f)Cf5-
V.inek finishctl her pn.'p curer with JO stale medals. Ti1ki11g that a step furthec sh.: won a 
lrio of stak champiun,;l11p., 

After rhe qate flna! in thii· highs a, a freshnw.n and sophomore !o come up shon, 
11 inni11g ihc ,1a1c title. She wus founh in the low hurdles 

"'0" ''""'"""' ',CilSOll :\', \\c]]. 
She dckndcd her hi;:h hm<l!e tit!c ;:rnd nddcd the 

in ohm curly i11 her carecr. Shi'" 
iime of !45:I had heen the 

wirh her stalf ~uccts>. Vand; wa, a four-time OVAC liigh hnrdk champion. AH 
wrn1 or plaJed a m!e in !1 conference track titles and helped the Big Red.> claim 

1110 team crow11s. 

Yavrek was also a standout in vo!!C) balL She was chosen us All-OVAC and p!zycd in (J{J!h 
the District 12 and O\':\C A11-Srnr Gamt.>. 

Vanek was nam~d the Ohio \'nlky Dapper Dan Oub '; Female ,\thlctc of the Year for 200~. 
Wi1h opportunities rnn 1rnck or play hoops. \';11·n:k dcncd 111 c'tmrinuc htr rum1db:i1! 

c;m:cr n1 Kcn! Slalc She was J fotir·ycJr pla:cr !or 1hc Flashcs and s1ar1cd in 22 
rnmts during her career. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"As a former O\!AC coach, I am mrnre cf the unique role that this cm!fl!rence plays in the !ires cf the member 
schools 'srudcnt-athlctes. Yrmr demonstrated emphasis on ,\JH>rts111am11hip and scholarship are a tribute to your ded­
icated leadership and is rinded b_-..: 110 other high school organi::,aricm <f which I am mrnre. The OVAC Hall <f Fame 
is proriding an opportunity to recogni::,e mu! honor indfriduals whose accomplishments cominue to inspire mu! 
motirate roday'.r athletes. ft is hotll my honor mu! extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success." 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou ~The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to thefonnotion of the conference in 1943 or who ployed or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 19~3) 
One of only threc!J-lettcr winners in football. baskclball, baseball and track at \\'heeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He hccumc a three-sport, ninc-lcuer standout al W. V1L Wesleyan College before returning w the Ohio Valley to cam his mark in coaching. 
A rionecr of the jump shut and fast break. Brinkman conched IknwOOO Union from 1928-33 am! Wheeling High from 193-4-55 1n a combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356--IJ8 with fi\'e sla!e lilies in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbcaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 19-tO 
and 1943. The '40 and '43 te.ims lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six al Bemnxxl llnion und eight at Wheeling. with a combined reconl of 87-3:?-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official stale playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union. bolh unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 anLI 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten bul twice lied. 

He also 1\'aS a !Op-flight football official for ~1-ernl years and acti\'e in stale coaches and offidals' organizations. 
0rinkman earlier was eb::ted to four Halls or Fame - West Virginia Srx:ins, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Spon.s. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A reconl-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who aurnctcd national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines ,md 

major newspapers. Two books were wrinen on his career. 
llie 6--9, 190-pounder played only one sea.son at Wells\'ille High after sitting out a year following 1ransfer from Irondale. In 19.'i2, he scored 776 poims in 25 games 

wi1b 31-point average. second be.s1 in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams 1\·ith highs of 57, 5-1 and 50 poims. \\'el!.sville !ml only to 28-1 record state runl"ICr-up 
Steubcn\'ille and handed W, Va. Class ll champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed \\'ellsvilte coach New! Oliver to Rio Grande College. and played two sea.sons. In 1953. he .scored 1,954 polnL~ in 39 games for national re-con! 50.1 per 
game ll\'erage, He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 195-L he a\·erageli 465 points and scored 113 \'S. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over \Vakc 
Forest, Pruvidence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison SlJUare Ganlen, Boston Ganlen and Miami □each Auditorium. 

l11e NAIA Hall of Fumcrs left school to join the Ilos1on Whirlwinds and tour 1vith the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the F...a5tern and AOL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 1942) 
Tl1e Purple Rider luminary is best known as a rcconI-setting: professional football placckicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he w,1s a three-sport slandout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He wa~ center. and the state tournament's leading .',('Orcr, on lhe D-2 reconJ Rider 

team which won the 1941 slate Cla~s A title. He aho was ;i tucl,;le on the 10-0-1 record 1941 footh:ill team which claimed an Ohio co---championship after a 14-14 tic with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-sca~on challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played fool ball a..s a freshman at Ohio Stale before joining the anned services 1\·hich preceded his :! I-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he relired, he wns pm foothnll's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1.609 points, He booted :!3-1 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion s1reak of 134 nnd scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Gmza Awanl is gi\'en annually IO college football's top placekicker. 
A nine-lime Pro □owl offensive tackle, as well a~ kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four lilies. and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
·1be Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper D:111 Hall of Famer had his jersey No, 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Manins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era foolball player left .such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football StaLlium behind the school is named in his honor. 
'lbe .'i-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint al Bucknell Uni\-ersity, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame clu.ss. and in the National Football 

Leal!ue. He was inducted, in JQfH, in the second class of the Pm Football Hall of Fame. He"s also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Foo1ball and the Upper 
Ohi~ Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Oueknell fmm 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team lo an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game 
where he was selected the r-.fost Outstanding Player. 

From 19.12--41. the Green Bay Packer srnr was one of the most \·ersatile players in the National Football League. He 1\·as a fullb.:ick-linehackcr-punter-p!acekicker, and 
wns ciled for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two--\\/ay team selected in 199-1, One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired. he was the leading rusher (J,860 yanJs on 1,171 carries) in NFL histOI]' and his Wtals now rank sixth in Packer his!O[]'. He scored 37Q career rx1ints 
and averageJ ~0.8 yanls punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
ll1is two-spon. Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Oevo Francis bUI is best known for football. 
A! Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Cl.iss A nmner-up finish. En route, Big Rell handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

1eam its only two lmscs, 
In foothall, the All-Ohio lineman sekclcd the Universit\' of Iowa O\'Cr Ohio Stale and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams at guanl, including a rcconJ 15 in 1954. As team Captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman and became one of only two 
consensus All-America picks at lo\\'a, where. he played ho1h offense and defense. 

A memtll!r of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame. he wa-; inducted into lhe fo~t Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All-Time Hawkeye team, His jersey No. 62 was rc1ircd by Iowa, one of only two at !he school, 

He was the first African-American uthlcte pictured on the cover of Sports lllu.m-atcd. 
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Bernie 
Allen 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Russ 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

Legends of 0\'1\C member schools honors those great athletes ll'ho played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to thefomwtion of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1957) 
A JO-letter winner in three S(Xlns for !he Poners, he was a quanerback-placekickcr fonhc 8-2 record 1956 football 1cam; u regular ba.skclball player on team which upscl 

unbeaten Steubenville in !he sectional tournament; and an all-state baseball inliek!c:r. He played in 1hc Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football 
team in .umual Ohio-West VirginiaAII-Slllr Game. 

At Punluc University, he earned six letters as football quanerback and baseball shnnstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Football Back or Weck honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio Stale. He was Purdue"s Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pm baseball contract in 1961 wi1h the Minnesota Twins. After s~nding one year in the minor leagues nt Charlouc, N.C., he WL'.nt on to a 12-year major 

league can.-cr from 1962-73 with the "fains, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and ri.fontreal Expos. In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Trcsh for lhc 
American League Rookie of lhe Year honors. He batted .269 with I 2 home mns in I 962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fume game in Coop,2rstown, N.Y. 

Hc"s l:x.--cn inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into lhe Purdue Hall and wa, a charter inductee into the East Li\·crpool H;itl of 
Fume. He's also in the Upp,:r Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport performer in foolhall, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley ,md All-State honors as a senior football back. 
Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, \\hen: he was a two-way hack regular in foo1ball nnd earned second team All·Southcastem 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 19-Ll by the Philadelphin Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the 

All-Time Eagles' Team. He played on E.agles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named to lhe Pro Bowl in I 951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in J(}50. He also h!ocked three Pillshurgh Steeler extra-(Xlint kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for n ten team record I0J yanls against the R.1ms in 1950. 

Craft is credited as the first player in the NFL to wear the new hart! plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two sea~ons as a player-assistant coach wilh the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Grc.itest Touchdowns i11 NFL Hislot)'. It featured his ~fcnsivc theft, and 20-yanl ID return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Fa.mer Elroy (Crazy legs) Hirsch of the Rams. 

Craft is inducted in!o the W. Va. Spans Hall of Fame and !he Upper Ohio Valley Dap(X'r Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley. he w11s a three-sport standout n! Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scon..>d 

an unheard-of :no points in 21 haskelhall games in 1920, a rare total in lhe center jump, low-scoring era. 
From 1929-5 I. he was the lhree-spon COilch at Wc]r High. Hi~ football teams scheduled top-notch programs from tl1rcc states and went 166--:15- IJ including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountain Stale teams. He coached six unbe;iten teams and four wilh only one loss. Three state lilies were claimed in 1935. 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title mid the school narrowly missed a stale title lrifccla. La1er that school year. he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to Its second state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 19-19-50 ba~kethall team lost a 38-37 regional tilk game 10 unbeaten WheeJing High. which went on to 
win the chan1pionship. He was selected West Vir,?inta "Coach of the Year"' for high school and college all sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to a :n0-127 record and six state toumamen1 berths, \\'cir \\"a~ runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Vn. Sports, Uprx:r Ohio Valley Dapper D;in. Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one- of thm: prominent Wcinon community leaders picwrcd on n 
downtown muml. The \\'cir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Ben,ie Mehen (Wheeling High School. Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley a1hlcte to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Vn. state titles in l 9J6 and 1918 including a 24-0 

record in 1918. 
During those three years th;it he was the leading scorer, \\'heeling High was 65--4 under Hall of Fame coach EYcrctt Brinkman. ~Iehen scored 1,193 (XlinLs in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring era. 
He lalereamed All-America and All-Southc.as!cm Conference recognition at the University ofTennessee. wl1ere he helped !he Vols win the 19-t I Somheastem Conference 

championship. After serving in World War II, whetl! he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He wa5 inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led 1he Triads Lo a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was !he high-point scorer in the 19.15 one-class state track 

meet where he won three gold medals. He limed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 y.ird.s and was a memOCr of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to nm the fast break offense for stute Hall of Fame coach C'am Henderson and earned Little All-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 5.10 poinL5. He helped the Hcnl to two 13uckcye Conference tillt:s. He later coached the ri.tarsh;ill basketball team to two 
/'\lid Amcrie-a Conference titles. 

He pla)ed pmfessionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was pla;rer-coach of the Wheeling fllucs from 1950-52. 
In l 9..J.7. he was 1he ri.tost Valuable PlaJL"r in the \\'orl<l Toumumcnt In Chic.igo \\ hiL'h featured the nation's hcst pm teams including the Harlem Globctmllers. 
He was a 1980 chancr inductee into th,: City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a mcmbcrof four other halls of fame, including W. Va, Sixms, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the coriference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became o member of the conference. 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School. Class of 1938) 
He was a first team All-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten \Vheelin!! Hich in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the lronmen to a state tournament berth nml the school's best-ever record of 23-1. - -
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won 1he National Invitation Toumamem championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious thnn the NCAA Tournament. After a 16--4 regular season record. the Mountaineers were seed­
ed last in the eight-team evem before they upset top-seeded Lnng Island U., 52---49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western 
Kentucky, 47---45. before 17,000 fons in the finals. The team's only 6-footer was the. team ·s !cat.ling rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select­
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Rnese in the anned services. Barie served ns interim conch and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 yenrs at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 gmnes. 

A member of the All-Time WVU em team, he was inducted into the second \VVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Ya. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class nf 1931) 
TI1e 6-3. 210-pound football center stalled 22 g:-1111es in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors Ix-fore becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire am.I the first in Duquesne University hislory. He started 30 1,!ilmes at Duquesne and was selecteJ All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing n ID-foot pictorinl 
banner abo\'e the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pimtes, l;Jter 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton 's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A 10-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball. baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob 1\-kFarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Camey accepted a scholnrship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention AIH.-1id American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After returning, he led the Bobca1s' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference JOO-yard crO\vn with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five sch()ol individual or relay records. 

Camey was drafteJ by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
:11eets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a sliver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters nnd earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of l!aly, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Camey's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig(Benwnod Union High School. Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley nnd All-West Virginin football linemnn who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1428. Al Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and eame<l All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt learn was m.·claimed national champions. TI1e three-year lettem1an played nn Panther tenms with a combined 24-3-2. record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michignn·s Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coache<l Moundsville High in 1938 nnd Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pill lo join the athletic depanment. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, ufter the school's only All-Americnn, 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adenn High School. Class nf 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley foo1bal\ end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 fontball 1eam to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284--19. He also the MVP of the countv basketball tournament. 
After spending u year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg. Pa .. the 6-fool. I 86--pounder became u three-year starter at Stanford University ;nd played on the famed 

··vow Boys•· team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern Culifornia during their career. l\foscrip and teammates kept their promise nnJ defeat­
ed USC three times and complied a 15-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Sianfon.l won twice and fl.foscrip. 
a two-way end and placekicker. was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

He \Vas selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was I\VO seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to thefonnatian of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 
He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter footbnll team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, aml iln Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the lntemalimrnl News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No, 3 in the firm\ statewide poll. 
The Pol!ers defeated Cleveland West. Steubenvllle, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almosl impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, u future star at Purdue University antl 

lhe Kan<,as City Chiefs, was sacketl severnl times by Bell antl he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one gnme of his four-yenr rnreer. 
An inductee into the Ea,;;t Live'l}OOI High School Hall of Fume, Bell also was u member of the winning North team in the annunl Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of I 939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio slate basketball tournament in the largest Class A division. 
111e 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion New,uk in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchlel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the yuar­
terfinals. 

Ba5eball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school nnd the pros, lmweYer. He competed for Coach Orville {Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
playet..l for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior und senior prep seasons. he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation. he started his pm career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn Stale League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo, N .D., and Charleston. W.Va., before serving from I 942-16 in the Air Force. He remrned to piny in Harrisburg nnd Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
culled up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies ,md St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops. from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School. Class of 1933). 
A legendary early em four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rnshing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top lri-state 

competi1ion from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 nm! a pmgram which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As n 

junior, he rushed for 2.1~6 yan.!s and scored 196 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His cnreer totals of 541 poinLc; and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football plnyer and kicker, he also e.xcelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one college .'>eason for Western Reserve before leaving .'ichool and played in 1947----tS for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He·s inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of n heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, antl only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 11-2 season. under coach Reed Clark. in the regional finals with ;i loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled at Alderson-Bronddus College, ,vhere he became u nutional scoring .'>ensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the nationnl career scoring 

record of I 596 points set by national Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1.941 poinL'> in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last two seasons ( I 940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Viq::iinin Conference player to average 20 points for ll season. 

In 1941. the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the \V. Vn. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium. he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in l 9-t2 with the pro Akron Good years. 

Ji111 Keane (Linsly r,.-lilitary Institute, Class of 1941 ). 
The Bellaire native was ;i six-sport Cadet \ettennan in football. basketball, track. golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football nnd 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicngo. 
A 6-foot-4. 208-pound end. he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 ant.I played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Puckers. In his rookie ,;.euson, the Bears defeated the New York Giants. 24-14 in the NFL champi­
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pa,;,s receiving with M catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns In 12 games. 
His seven-year. 81-game NFL career included 224 pa,;,s receptions for 3.221 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that dote bur before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School. Class of 1938) 
He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 
As a senior in high school. he led Toronto to a school reconl 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

TI1e 1938 tcnm ndvanced to the regional tournament finals, the forthest in school histOT)', before bowing, 50--49 to state toumament-bourn..1 Bridgeport. 
TI1e 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

a game. 
In a 82-31 mut of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school recor<l 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was. the secon<l highe.st Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 vears. 
A quarterback in football, he was recruited b)' Ohio State and wns a three-year lettennan and two-way regular as a nmning back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 19-11 under first-year coach P.iul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Manin, Ferry High School. Class of 1940) 
He wns a three-sport. three-year Purple Rider athle1e in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior cemer and senior full­

back \vhile serving as team caprnin in two sports. 
After a year in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earne<l All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 recor<l 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. Afler enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior a1 the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track. After a year in the nctive U .S, rvlarine CoJTl where he competed on the rvl.irines' football team, he was <lrafte<l by the NFL's Clevehmd 
Rams, but opted to return to 1he University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first cen1er honors and compete<l for the College All-Star te.im 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicngo in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the Universi1y of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkimon, Wis. 

Charlev Seabright (BenwoD!l Union High School. Class of 1937) 
He was a tT1ree-sport standout in football. basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in footbnll 

and basketball and was All-Valley In football. As a senior, he led the lronmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional nnd region.ii titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that nm, the lronmen ended a 33~gnme winning streak of defen<ling state champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University. he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 .ithletes in school history to eame<l leners in football, basketball nnd baseball. 
A three-year sinner as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted .300 as a left-hande<l baseball first baseman and played guanJ 
in basketball. 

He \Vas selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940--49) and was a 2()()..t. inductee into the WVU Spons Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the \Vest Virginia Sports Hall of Fnme. 

In 1941, Seabright plnyed with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Anny. After the war, he played five seasons ( 1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded :is the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades. he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School. Class of 1939) 
He was a three-.sport Big Reds· athlete in football. basketball and tmck and earned All-Valley honors a_<; a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in lhe OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain a<; a senior and enmed honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich wns drafted by lhe Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Na\'Y· After military service, he played three seasons as gunrd for !he 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles· head coach for three ~asons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns· head conch from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he cnpped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat StoreT(The Linsly School. Class or 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Vnlley and W. Va. record in the JOO-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first pl.ice finish in the 

1939 lntelligencerTri-S1a1e Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which rcmaine<l on the OV 
record books for four decades :ind wa~ the best-e\'er in West Virginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game agninst Oregon State. It was 
plnyed in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
let! the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer \vas drahetl by the NFL Chicago Cardinnls but, after grnduation. served in 1he anned forces. 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn .. for several years, an<l is dece.ised. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fonnation of the coeference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Floyd Baker ~ The graduate of Wittenberg Univcr.,i1y left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on thi: Ohio Valley from 1932-45 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundhall map during a golden era from 193-1--40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20...win seasons C?-0-5, 27--t and 23-3, 

all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tounmmcnt hct1hs (three by Baker). reaching the semifinals in 1936 and 
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blalnik, His seven-year Hulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Baker then moved over lo rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success anJ became the only area coach lo guide 1wo different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship sqund. 

He started the Purple Riders' golden era in hasketball. which lasted from 1939-54 and included 11 sectional titles, six by Baker-co.ichcd teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more thnn 20 games. From 194 l-..)5, his teams \\'en! 111-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Grozn, and followed by records of 12-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 3J-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 19..W team (26-1 ). led by Hnll of 
Farner Alex Groza, won the firsl OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker"s 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio larges! Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl H Oppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons lo Everett and Lee Hoppel. a famous wrestling fumily known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman lo win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959, Had if not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds ofhls semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third. he could have heen a four-lime state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who also played football at Benver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three s\ntc champi­
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 "Grealest Ohio High School Wrestlers," 

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel hro!hers competed in the Ohio Stale Tournament and had 12 stale placers including si:-; champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for Ea.st Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises. Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Melzell (Wheeling Hi>!h School, Class of 19,tO), He and older brother Bernie Mehen. who was honored as an OVAC Leeend in 2006, became 
the first two West Virginia bask;thail players to earn all-class, first learn all-state basketball honors three 1imes.1l1e 6-foot-5 center w~ honored as a.11-sl.ite 
cnptain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second slate title in three yenrs and also claimed the OVAA championship, The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcnts, Wheeling High went 24-0and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman.an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcal<; went 64-3 in !he three years that Dick Mehen was a starter, 

As a senior. Mehen scored 556 points to lead !he Ohio Valley, and probably the stale of Wesl Virginia. and ended his prep career with more than 1,300 
points, a high to!al for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie al the llniversity of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached hy Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend. Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red lellennan in football, basketball, baseball and track, he was the 
"T' quarterback on lhe 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten. untied and unscorcd-upon nnd also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Virginia Stale, Robinson captained three team5 in three sports, won 12 varsity letters. and quarterbacked lhe 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 lenms won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he hccame the first black to become head haske!hall coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. Afler five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' slaff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois Slate, fl.lichigan Sports Hall. and Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dans. He died, al 

age 96. in 2008. 

] ack Sinzons (New Cumberland High School. Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Vnlley single-season foothall scoring record for 90 years. In 1919, 
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 e.,tra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year. four-sport (football. basketball, baseball, track) pcrfonnerat the school 
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in I 919. to earn first 
le.um all-state football honors. 

At \Vest Virginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halrhack and fullhack a,; well a'> linebacker, He started on the 10--0~1 record 1922 team, 
!he only unbeaJen learn in school history, He \\'a_<; captain of the 7-1-1 reconJ 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 nil-lime \VVU decade learn. 

In 192---1, he spent one year as player-coach of lhc professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program nt old St. 
Francis High School in 1931 nnd coached until 193S induding two 9-0 record !e.ims. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the \V, 
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died. at nge 96, in 1997 in Morgantown. \I here he opcra!ed an insurance agency. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fomzation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he domim1lcd the area and Ohio disl:mcc running scene while setting 
school 1,600- and 3.200-mcter school records which remain on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-mctcr rnnner in Ohio historv (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school rccor<l books. 
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed sc·cond in the state meet 2-mile run. 

As a senior. Bentz was undefcate<l in cross counlry and track while setting an Ohio l\vo---mile record. He earned All-America status hy plncing 
third wilh a time of 8:58.-1- for two miles at the High School Track & Field National .Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recrui1cd hv the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols 10 four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his 1eams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship, He contrihuted to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles "P1111que" Cartled,:e (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of 
Fame and the initial honoree in the Opper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red fool hall on the area and Ohio maps with an-year 
record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worsl loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre-playoff era. his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions live times ( 1925. 1926. 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games ugainst high school !cams, with a lone defeat in 1924 lo the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, lhey had an Ohio Valley recon..l 17 strnight shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the 1ennis team. 
As a high school senior ( 1911-12), he captained Big Red football, hasketball and bnschall teams and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978. 
Ji111 Jordan (Chester High School. Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3. 195-pound baskethall center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All-Stale team alter leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26~ I record slate 
champion Wheeling High. 

In live ycnrs of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. l\farys 
(Md.) College, he was the leadini! scorer in the Mason~Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University oT North Carolina in the Na\'al ROTC program and earned second team and lirsl team All-America honors in t\VO 
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&!\"1. He was the only unanimous choice for All­
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of hasketball legcnds, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the raflers 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kenlucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led hy rcllow OVAC Hall of Farner and All-American, Alex Groza of l\-fartins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordnn were later 
selected to lhe All-Tune Ohio Valley Pre-19501enm by The Intelligencer. 

Jord,m. who died in 1999, was an allorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941 ). In high school, he was a football running hack and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red leam, the final unc for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre-World War II class and under I.he sleppcd-up wartime program, he graduated in lhrce yen.rs with a 8-S. in 

engineering. 
He served as cnptain of 1he 19-D Am1y team uml earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first lcn.m All-America selec­

tion as a 6-foot, I 95-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as fhe na!ion 's m1tstam..ling lineman in 1943. 
Aller gr.uluntion in 194-4, Myslinski en1ered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became head of the 

Physical Educalion Department at the Air Force Acudcmy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pillsburgh. 
He was selccled Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
r,..,fyslinski died in 1993. 
Nom,a11 "lVi/d Man" lVil/ey (Pinc Grove High School. Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man 

football teams at the smaller enrollment schools. 
The 6-fool-2, 225-pound athlete played fool ball, basketball and baseball for the Tomados. 
Afler high school. he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly anended Salem College before enrolling ut Marshall College, where he 

played foothall and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in foothall, he was drafted in the 131h round bv the NFL's Philadelphia Engles, where he plaved eight seasons from 1950-

57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a memhcr, along with Reggie While, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles' honor roll. 
Willey is credi1ed as the reason the NFL started chaning defcnsi\'c sacks after it was reported he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants· quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26. 1952. He earned the nickname "Wild t-.fan" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents· 
yardage losses. 

An inductee into the Marshall and West Virginia Stale SJ?Orts Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pinc Gro\'e with a "Nonnan Willey Day" on Sept. 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild Man Willey' were creeled al the entrnnce to the town as well as at Valley High School. 

97 



Tony 
Carna 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2012 

Jim 
George 

Carter 
Howell 

Dave 
Jones 

Kenny 
Mikes 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fomwtion of the conference in I 943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the stat 
of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
unbeaten with a 137-0 m11rk and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Ca.ma as an All-American selection. 

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming nvo Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as 
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9: 18 at 3,200; and 15: 12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten an1 
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st LI 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Jinz George (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th 
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout. The two-time AH-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-~ame win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin: 
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Vuginia All-Star Grune. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school history - and the Jefferson County title. 
He accepted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he \VUS a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the on!: 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force. 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Cluss of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points - second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39J points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 points against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A PNo-timeAll-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Oass B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man footb.lll team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Je\vett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led lhe Ohio Valley in scorin~ his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 ca:ieer points. He had a grune high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a senior. 

A two-time first learn All-Valley captain, he wus Ohio C1assA player of the Year and first terun All-Ohio as a senior and second learn as a/·unior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post- 950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A lhree-sport, I I-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Ti~er to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state tit.le (Class B) m school hislory. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he 
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley "Small 
School" team. He also started for West Vuginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Vrrginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National 
All-American High School Terun honors. 

In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point avemge. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year al the Tri-Stale Independent Basketball Tournament 
in Sistersville. 

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional chrunpionship. 
Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and t\vo-year regular as a two-way back and 

punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was featured in Sports Illustrated for a major role 
m Purtlue's upset of No. 1 ranked !v1ichigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and i.s also featured in a book entitled 'The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History." 

lvlikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teruns and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to thefon11ation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the co11fere11CI!. 

Johll 'Zip' Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The fonncr Bohca1 was one of the first 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops 
history. lie finished his four-year high school career with 1.271 points, which still ranks firth on 1hc all-lime Bohca! scoring charts. 

In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. 111c mark remains as lhc Bobcats' single-game 
school record and wa..~ the starn.fard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkvillc's Ken Alessi, a charter mcmher of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record wi1h 70 
points in 19-19 ,wsus Slrndysidc, 

Behen wouml up with 454 points as a senior while leading the Bobcats lo a second straight 18-2 record. 
As a junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore total for a 10-10 record learn wa<; 30::! points. He starlcd his career as a freshman with 129 rxiints for a 16--2 

record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62-16 record. 
Behen played one season at West Virginia University, leucring as a freshman fonvan..l and scoring I 21 points for an 8.2 per game average. 
In 2007, Cambridge High Sd100! rc1ircd Bchen'sjcrscy number 18. 

Ken Cu1111i111!han1 (East Liverpool High School, Class or 1961). A thrcc-sporl Potter athlele. he earned All-Ohio honors in haskctball and football ,md 
was the Ohio High S"chool Baskcthall Player of the Year selection for 1960-61 by l11e Associated Press, !he only Polter ever accorded \he honor. He also was 
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American team. 

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Po11crs' all-time leading storer in basketball, including .i school-record 41 poinis in a game while scoring 4:19 
season points for a 24-point per game average. He also led lhe Potters in :-coring as a s.ophomorc and junior. 

In football. he was a quarterbnck-defensiw hnck and earned All-Ohio and team Most Valuable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the AII-Ea~tern 
Ohio and All-Counly selections. He also plnyed three baseball seasons for the Poners. 

He accepted a haskethall scholarship to the 196 I NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and !he Beare.its repealed as titlist in 1962 when he was a 
freshman. As a sophomore on !he vnrsity, Cincinna!i wen! 26-2 and finished as NCAA nmner•up 10 Loyola-Chicago. 

Cunningham led the Bearcats in assis1s as a junior and the three-year lcucrman was elected team cnptain as ,1 senior. 
He later retumcd to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach al Akron University for three seasons before lea\"ing the coaching ranks. He currently 

resides in Stow, Ohio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Martins Ferry High School, Class of l 91J ). He was an honored, record-setting Purple Rider athlete who sen·ed as 1enm 
captain of football, basketball and baseball as a senior. He was un A11-Valley halfback as a senior after two years ;is an All-Valley end. In his senior season, he 
set record which wa.~ !isled ns an Ohio Valley record for sc\·eral years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdown.~ plus cighl conversion kicks in an Hl-0 blanking 
of Coshoc1on. 

Edwards enrollod al Washington & JeITerson College, then a "major college" football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is 
named. He played his final three years as n regular end for conches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior. he was All-East and cnmcd some second team All­
America honors. 

After rejecting an oITer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he returned to the Ohio Valley lo coach high school at Adena. Wamood and 
Linsly. At Adenu, his 1927 foo1ball team went 10-0, !he girls' baske!ball team was 18-0 and the boys' hoop team lrnd a winning sea5on. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, a Stanford University All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys' basketball team look a 21-0 
record to Chicago to compete in the Nalional Scholastic Basl-;etball Tournament. The Cadets won lwo games before bowing in !he quarterfinals. 

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and ~en'ed as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Citizen of the Year in 
1956. In 1984, he was inducted in10 the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). ll1e mosl honored a!hlctc in Scio High hhtory, he set school and Hanison County ha.,kelball scoring records 
which remain six decades later. He wa., the second Eastern Ohio alhlete lo twice cam fif".t learn, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first ,vas 
one year earlier by OVAC chaner Hall of Farner Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored 
744 points in 30 games as a junior, second best in Ohio to Alessi. Hugh ~ored 1.386 points in 55 games for an averJgc of 2.."i {Xlinls during his last two seasons. 

The 6-foot-3 forward scored a school, and current H:mison Counly, record 60 points in a 96-50 win over New Athens. He also .~cored 50 in an earlier 96-36 
rout of New Athens. 

In his senior season, he led the Panlhers 10 !heir best-ever season of 24-1, Scio won its first 24 games, and the Harrison County and sectional toummnents, he fore 
bowing !O Strasburg in the district. In his four seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88~ 13 with records of 24-1. 26-4 and a regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3. 

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man foothall leam which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. llie four-year record was 26-5-1. 
He played freshman basketball at Ohio University. 

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954 ). The firsl graduate of a segregated high school to be honored by the OVAC, he wa.5 a three-season 
football slandout for the Raiders before competing in !he Big Ten Conference as a member of a nationally~ranked Michigan State University team. 

At Dunbar. the 6-foot- I, 215-pound Jones was a full hack for Coach Jim Wares from I 950-53 and served as captain of lhe once-beaten I 953 teams which defeated 
the other Ohio Valley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice hy 28-6 and 19-0. He was the te.im·s leading scorer and ground-gainer his last two sea-;ons 
;md was ,1 multiple-year all-star. 

In an ern when many college athle1ic teams \Vere segrega1cd. his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn Stale, Indiana and West Virginia State, then a na1ional 
contender in the black college ranks. He enrolled on his own at t-.lichigan State and walked on 10 the football team. In his four ~asons al the :,chool, the Spartans 
plnyed in lwo Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan. I, 1956 wilh Jones at defensive end. He le1tcred two seasons and played guard and 
!ackle in the fall of 1956 when he earned some all-star rccognilion. 

l11c Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in lhe lineup. 
After colle e, he remained in Michiuan, where he currently resides, as a hi h school educalor and was a counselor at Henrv Ford Hi h School in Delroit. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to thefonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Porter Afackey (East LivcfJX)Ol High School, Class or 1936), In the finul yc.ir of lhe jump b;:ill-after--every-g.oal era, this Pon er shooting whiz also noted 
for his passing finesse W<L<; lis1ed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He tallied 408 points during a senior season when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed in 1937 to climim11c the cenlcr jump after 
every goal and scoring totals, both for individuals and reams, generally increased with the faster. uninleITllpteddlay. 

In the era of low scoring games, the four-ye.ir Poller pcrfonncr set a school career scoring: record and reachc a game high of 28 points three times dur­
ing his linal season. 

He was recognized on local all-star learns, hut played before the All-Ohio selections were origimited by The Associnted Press in 1939. 
tvlackey, who was among the charter inductees into the Ea'it LivcrplX)i High School Sports Hall or Fame, is acclaimed by some Potter historians as the 

school's lines! high school cager. He retired to Peoria.. Ariz., and is deceased. 
Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School, Class of 1982). A 10-lime, three-sport All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree rcganlcd as 

the best all-round female mhlete in school hislory, she capped her h:L'iketball career bv earning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors. 
A5 a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 points and 117 rebounds while shooting 65% fmm the floor. As a junior, she had 

norms of 25.2 fX!inls and 19.5 rehounds. Her sophomore avem£es \vere 17.6 poinls and 17.3 rebounds. There was no learn her freshman year hecause of 
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totuls were 1,254 points and 855 rebounds with three All-PVC selections plus team MVP honors. 

She also was a four-time All-PVC pick in softball and three times in vollevball. 
A four-year starter at Heidelberg College. the 5-10 forwrird led the Ohio-Athletic Conference in scoring (20,I) and rebounding (14.2) as a senior and 

earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co-cap1ain, she was 1wice AII-OAC. She scored 1,691 career fX!ints 
with a school record 1,161 rebounds. 

The winningest coach in Otterbein College history, she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Weslervillc. 
Andy Tonkovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of 19..J0). The 6-1 forward-guard and leading lromnan scorer earned All-Ohio Vallev Athletic 

Association (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-slale selection before earning college and professional fame. Tf1e OVAA 
was the predecessor lo the OVAC. 

After high school, he served in the U.S. Armed Forces hcfore enrolling at Marshall in 1944. He played four seasons with the 1lmndering Herd and grndu­
atcd in I 9..J8 with a school career record of 1,578 points. He was captain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 recortl 19➔7 lemn which \\'Oil the 
school's only national championship_ the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, Mo. He earned first team Lillle All-America honors tl'i a junior 
and second team as .:i senior. He has been featured with a full-pafoe photo in the Marshall media guides and Wtl'i. among the charter basketball honorees into 
the Mrnshall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in the NAIA Hal ot Fame .. 

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafled overall No. I in lhe National Ba'ikctball Association Draft ,vhcn the Providence Steamrollers sclecled him 
in I 9..JS. He plaved the 19-49 season before returning to the Ohio Valley to he a player•coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from 
1950-52 in the tri-State Pro Basketball League. He !hen served a<; ba'ikethall coach from 1952-54 al St. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided 
I.he Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated 10 Florida where he passed away in 2006. 

John ll'ood (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). 1l1is triple-threat football player is the only Blue Eagle athlete selected as captain of the All-West 
Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948. This is comparable to the current Kennedy Award given lo the 
state Player of the Year. 

He played quarterback, running back, llefensive back, drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound lhree-year standout. He \Vas shifted from 
running back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles lo a 7-3 record while playing moslly larger schools. One of the 
losses was 14-6 to overall state chillllpion Benwood Union, which selected Wood toils All-Opponent Team. 

Wood also was a two-year basketball team captnin and a standout tennis player in summer tournaments. 
He accepted a fool ball scholarship to the Universil}' of Pills burgh, then a national power which lost only IO games from 1930-38. He played three seasons, 

mostly at defensive back, fur teams with records ol 8-1, 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pill upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame, 26-0 as Wood broke the game 
open with a long interception return. He also played in lhe 1937 Rose Bowl win over Washington, 21-0. 

After graduation, he turned to college coachmg/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern before joining the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown, Conn. 
He was head baskelhall coach from 1947-68 and also coached football and golf. He passed away in 1970. 

Bill Young (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1943 ). He was a threc-sfX!rt standout in a Golden Era of Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferry 
teams which won, or shared. two Ohio stale championships in 19-1-1. 

He was the only sophomore slarter on the Lou Graza-led 1941 basketball team which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team 
title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Volley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later thnt year, the junior led Ferry lo a 10-0 regular season foolball 
record and an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythicnl slate title. The teams tied, 1-1-14. In regular season, Ferry oulScored 10 foes by 333-19 
including a 54-6 rout of Steubenville. 

The rare four-year Rider football lcttennan and three-year haskelhall starter on teams with records of 27-2, 22-3 and 24-1, he was team captain in both 
sports. As a scmor on the 2-1-i record stale semi!inalist--the first unbcalen regular season team in school hislOI)', he was lcam MVP on a squad featuring 
sophomore Alex Graza. an OVAC Hall of Famer and J;iter college All-America and Olympic star. 

In 1942, Young hccame !he lirsl Rider to wcm football jersey Nu. -W. a school 1radi1ion for several years lo the team's top player. He also played baseball. 
After graduation, he entered U.S. military service hcfore returning to enroll at Wesr Liberty State. He .starred on three le.ims which lost onl;· one game. He 

earned Little All-America nnd Small All-Americ.J honors in 19-1-7 when he led the nation in mshing with 1,353 _y.:irds. He held the Wesl Virgmia Conference 
career 1otal olTensc record until the 1970s. He·s a charter member of I.he WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired to live in Man ins Ferry ;md is deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the Jonna/ion of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

CaJh_r Clari Borich (For1 Frye High School, Class of 1986). She is the all-1ime lead­
ing can.>cr S-t..<ircr at one of the area's top mundhall programs. The four-year performer 
scored 1.598 points during a consistent career with 180, 4-W, 479 am.I -195 points in 
each of her seasons. She also chaned 430 career rebounds and 265 career as_~ists. 

Aner earning All-Ohio Oi\'ision Ill mention as a junior, she wa~ tahhc<l first lcam 
All-Ohio a<, a '>Cnior and was District 12 D-111 Player nfthc Year. She wa5 u three-time 
All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree and twice first team All-Eastern Dis!rict and 
Distriti 12. -

Aflcr her senior year. she played in hoth the Ohio North-South All-Star Gan-.c and 
the Dis1riet 12 All-Star Game. 

11,c L.Jv CadeL'i were 69-J:! in her four ~a.sons wi1h four scc1ion lilies and two 
Pioneer Vniky Conl'crence cmwns. 

As good a<, she was in high school. she may ha\"e been lx:Hcr in college. 
At Marietta College, she not only set the school M:oring n--conl hut also 1hc all-lime 

Ohio Athletic Conference slamJard of ::u 11 poinL'>. 
11.c four-time first teamAll-O1\C honoree was sclL--ctc<l a first team NCAA Division 

Ill All-American as a senior and was the OAC Player of the Year her final two seasons 
while serving as Pioneer team captain. 

Afler her senior .'>ea'>on, she was accortk.-d the OAC's highest honor, 1hc Clyde Lamb 
Scholarship, and the Mariella College Bcny Cleland Award. 

Sl.c currently hol(l<, six Mariella College. nxords. Bc.<,ides 11.c can.:cr point mark, she 
set stumJartls for game scoring (42), ~on scoring (6J6). can..>cr goals (9.19), c.an...-cr 
goal al1Clllpl'> ( 1,91 K), free throws made in a game ( 18), season a..,sisL'> (209/ and career 
Ol'iSiSb ()OJ). 

She has hc>cn inductet.l into thn-c Hillis of Fame - Mmictta College, t\lid-Ohio 
Valley Sport~ and the Dis1rit.:1 12 Ba.~kcthall Coaches Hall. 

Hutchinson (}1t11ior) Hart (lmndale High School, Cla,s of 19+-I). ll1e 5·foot-8, 
]6()-pounder was a two-spon prep standout in h:1skethall and fooihall for this tiny 
school in nonhem Jefferson County. 

As a senior, he earned first tc>-am, five-player All-Ohio C\a.ss 8 honors in baskelhall 
when only two classes (Class A & B) were ~lcc1ed. 1l1e Oass A first unit includct.l 
OVAC Hall of FJrner Alex Gmz.a of l\lar1in~ Ferry, 

Han scon"'il :150 (XlinLc, a.s a senior induding SC\'l.'f'Jl 20-:10 point gailll'\ and also was 
citct.l for his defensi\'e play. A highlight was during the Jefferson County Tournament 
when Irondale upset Yorkville, the defending Ohio Class B champion, by 64-11 as 
Han nearly m:ilchcd lhc cn1in: Dm:tillitc team with a mrc at-the-titne -10 (Xlints on 16 
goals and eight fn.-c thmws. 

In footbalL H:in was :i mercury-heeled mnning hack who~ fone was speed. 
Hart enrolled ;:it Delaware Slate Unh·ersity where he competed in football, ha.skethall 

and track. In 1986, he was inductet.l in10 the school's Ath!c1ic Hall of Faine. 
Aflcr college, he served in the U.S. Na\)' and was a high .scllOOl leachcr/coach for 

several yea~ in Mound Bayou, Miss,. and then taugh! and coached in Dover, Delaware 
at William Henry ComprchcnsivL' High School (the only black high school in lhe 
county) and al Don:r High School. He pa.5Se<l away at age 69 on May 21. 199."i at his 
home in Felton, Delaware. 

Irondale bt.."Ca.me pan of the S1anton Local consolidation which is now pan of the 
Edison ~hools. 

Hria11 Hesso11 (Caldwell High School, Class uf 1993). He was a major cog in the 
Redskin~' running dyna..\ty of the 1980s and 1990s, helping Caldwell win Ohio state 
cross coull\l)' chainpionship~ in 1990, '91 and '91, gr.uluating one year hefon: his 
school joinetl the (WAC 

The <listance runner caplUn.'(I three state 1itles in crn~s country and five In track -
two each in the 3,200 meters and 1,60) meter, plus one as a member of a :1,200-melcr 
relay unit All told, he was a 17•11me All-Ohion in lhc two spon.s. 

Afler placing si~th in the Ohio crms country meet a<; a freshman, he wun !he litle 
1rifecta wi1h times of 15:35, 1.5:30 and 15:20 in his final three vears. 

A four-tlrnc All-Ohinan in cross countr;.-, he \\·as citet.l as ·a three•time prep All­
American. He compctL'll in !he Foot Lod;cr Na1ional Cross Country championships 
thn.-c times, placing 151b, 3rd and 81h. He also was a member of lhe 199-t Junior 
National Tt:am. 

Recrni1ed lo run cross count!)' and track by the University of Alabama. he became 
a four-leltcrrnan in DOth indoor and ou!door trnck He eamL"'il All-Southeastern 
Conference honors three times am.I competed in lhrcc NCAA Track Championships. 

He scored in !hn.>c e\'en1.s in the 1997 SEC 01ampiunship i\ket- running a }0:24 
int.he IOK on Friday, a 9:19 in the Steeplechase on Satunlay. arxl 14::11 I the .'iK on 
Sund.1v. He was honored bv 1hc Universtt,, of Alabama wilh the Can..>er Achievement 
Awanfin J9Q8. • • 

Hesson has tx>cn inducted into the Ohio Track & Cross Country Coaches' Hall of 
Farnc and the Mid.Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Faine. 

Um Motl (Pinc Gm\'e High School, Cla.,s nf 19561. ll1e 5-root-9 Tnm;:uJocs' 
baskc1ball and baseball perfom1er is considered the school's best-ever prep athlete. 
After 59 years, he still holds the Wetzel County career .'>Coring reconl of 2,117 ix1ints 
and the single season poinl a\'erage mark of J3.0 points o gainc set in his senior year. 

His career point total broke the \\'.Va. state mark of 1,956 poinL,;; sci fmrn 1951-5:1 
hy 1hc kg:cndar}' "Hoc Rod" Hundley of Charleston and Mou tx-can.c 11.c lirst 2JQJ 
point scorer in Mountain Staie histoty ?'l·lon's 1otal also bcnen-d 1.he Ohio Valley .<.tan­
c.lan.l uf 2.077 points set by chancr {)VAC Hall of Famer Ken Ale:..<.i ofYorkvUle from 
19-l7--49. His career tolal currently ranks 15th on the all·time W.Vu. charts and Top 
IO in Ohio Valkv annals. t\!ott held 1hc. \V.Va can-er n.--conl until 1958 and the Ohio 
Vallev .stan<lanl tintil 1959. 

As:, Pf\.'P '1-1.'.nior, he scored 693 ix:iint, in 21 games. In hisjw1ior year, he a\·erJ.!:-'Ctl 29.--t 
points including a school•n."Cord 51 point~ in a 127-58 win mer \\'all..._--c, llic 127 points 
set a stale standard which laswd two \R'Cks bcfore Wheeling ouL-.con'll Weir, 146--110, at 
Madi.,,on Gym in a game which ~la thcn-naiional rtt.lITTI total of 256 point.<,. 

Motfs senior a\-erage of :13.0 rnnked lhird in lhe OV behind OVAC Hall of Farner 
Henry Joscfczyk of YorkYillc (42.2) ai1d Lcgcnd'i hnnon.>c Jack l11ayer of New 
Cumberland (33.95) and was ahead of 1wo OVAC Hall of Famcrs - LL-c P-Jtrone of 
Bellaire 02.9) and Ron ··Cy" Godfrey of Mari ins Fell)' (?Q.--t ). In W.Va., Mou ranked 
third b,.,hind the legendary Jerry West of E.a.~t Bank (3-4.3) and ll1ayer. 

As a ~nior, Mott wa~ ~lcctcd Class 8 (smaller of 1wo clas5es) first team AII-S!alc 
and also picked as the Slate Player of the Year by the Sistmvillc-has(.'ll Tri.State 
Invitational Touma.men!. 

After his senior year, he was ~lected lo play on a comhinctl W.Va..-Ohio All-Star 
team to play the Ken\ucky All-Stars. His leammates included West and Jo~fczyk. 

In baseball, he wa<, a four.year regular pitchcr/short~top and also pbyed American 
Legion baseball. He also competed in the Wht.··cling Outdoor Ba.<.kcthall Lcague. 

He earned a haskethalJ ,,dmlanhip 10 r-.lmhall and played three v;m;ily 5easons after 
a year on the frc.~lunan team. 

Jack 11,ayer (New Curnhcrland High School, Class of 1()56). He wa.,;; a 6-foot-t, 
2\X).pound muhi-spon standoul /football quarterback, haskclhall forwanl, ha..'>Cball 
shonstop) who is regun.k'll as the school's top multi-spon .11hlete. 

He earned his most fame in ha.skethall a-, a ~nior when he scon.,'(i 679 rxiine:. in :!0 
games for a school-11.'Conl 3.,.95 average which ranked No. 2 in bolh the stale and 
Ohio Valley. TIIC top OV mark was 42.2 by OVAC Hall of Farner Hcmy )O:',Cfl7yk 
ofYorkYille and 1hc leading W.V:L average was 3,U by lhe legendary Jerry WL'St of 
East Bank. 

l11ayer scored 56, 58 and '.':I poinls in lhn.>e slraighl latc-,,cason wins mer Sherrard, 
Caincmn and Follanshcc St. Anlhony. lltat gave him a remarkable 167 (Xlinls in thn.>c 
gait.cs and 11-1 in back-to-back oulings. He al~ had olher gaincs of 52, 49. 46 and 
-II mice. 

In football, he played for W.Va. in the aimua! W.Va.-Ohio All-Star garne and wa~ 
recruited by West VirJinia Uni'"ersily as an invited-walk-on candidate. 

At WVU, he was one of two regular quarterbacks on a freshman learn which won all 
fiye games. Afler his freshman year, he left school 10 join the U.S. Am1y and played 
annet.1 ~n·ice footb:ill bcforl.' being discharged in 1961. 

He signed a free agent contr.ll:t for a tryoul wilh !he Cleveland Bmwns in 1962. lhe 
same year that OVAC charter Hall of Farner John Havlicek was in camp. 

After 1l1ayer was cut, he returned to the Ohio Valley and earned a rosier spot as a 
backup quarterback on the first \vl1ecling lmnmen team which went 9-1- and won the 
1%2 United Football League title in Thayer's only sea.son on the team. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2016 

Dick 
Larkins 

Amie 
Marks Cormell 

Ron 
Martin 

Ray 
Montgomery 

Pete 
Zinaich 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to thefonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dick L.arkins (East Livc[l)oOI High School, Class or 1927). Hcwas a lwo-spon prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlete to earn 
three Ohio Stale letters in both football and basketball. 

In _high school, he was a four-year football lineman and served as team ca.plain ;:is ;:i senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played two 
varslly vcars of basketball for the Poucrs. 

At Ohio State. he played t.:icklc on three Buckeye teams ( 1928-30) and abo was a guard on the OSU basketball team for three seasons while earning 
six varsity lctlcrs. 

After graduation, he served in the Navy before returning to OSU in 1933 to join lhc alhletic and physical educations staffs. In 1946. he hecame Athletic 
Director and served until his retirement in 1971. During his tenure, he guided one of the most extensive alhletic programs in the Big IO Conference and 
the co~nll)'. The school muned a recrealion and physical activity facility. Larkins Hall, in his honor. 
. A11ue Marks Connell (Jewell-Scio High School. Class of 199-t). The most honored female athlete in L1dy Vikings' history. she earned 12 lcuers 
m basketball, track and volleyhall. 

In basketball, Marks scored 2,319 points in 86 games with sea..~on game averaf!es of 26.3, 25.8, 28.5 am.I 27 .9 ns a senior. Her career point Iola! ranks 
No.1 in Ohio Valley history hehind chaner OVAC Hall of Farner Stephanie Petlm of Bellaire St John's. 

Other career lolals include 837 rehounds, 576 a._,;;sists, 463 steals, -1-1.'Jf' field goal and 747c free throw shooling. She cashed 120 of 314 3-poinl goals. 
Marks earned All-Ohio Player of the Year Division IV lir.;t leam honors as a junior and senior and third learn as a freshman and sophomore. She wa..'i D-IV 

Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zanesville Rosecmns and was a four-year Ea.'itcm District and Distnct 5 selection and Player 
or Co-Player of the Year as a junior and senior. She w:t,;; a three-time first team All-Valley scleclion and a four-time All-lnter-Vnlley Conference choice. 

In track, she wa..,;; twice an All-Valley selection. She won lhe Ohio Division III high jump as a junior and placed fifth as a senior. 
Marks earned a basketball scholarship to Akron Univcr.;ily where she was a four-year lellemrnn and team co-captain us a senior. TI1e 5-fool-9 forw,mi/ 

guard scored 853 career points, including 16 against nationally No, I ranked and two-time nafional champion Tennessee. 
She currently resides in Northfield, Ohm and teaches and coaches at Nordnnia High School. 
Ron Marlin (Tiffin Columbian High School. Class of 197 I). The architect of the mos! dominant cross counlry program in Ohio Valley and Ohio 

hislory, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 to a dual record of 1.195-186 and the first two of a record eight straight Ohm Class A slate titles. In 1983, the 
Retlskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later, Caldwell placed second, one point behind Dayton Christian. 
bu£ the best was yet to come. 

In 1985, I\fartin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and lhe school's second state title. The l986 team, however, is regarded as the 
school's best with a 137-0 dual record capped by a state record low 26 points to repeat a.,;; Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared 1he mythical 
national champion by Cross County tvlagazine. The 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Canrn, an OVAC Legends' 
honoree and one of only five state harriers to win three individual crowns. 

Martin left Caldwell afler the back-to-back Ohio crowns and was succectleJ by current coach Dugan Hill. who extended the Retlskins' state title run 
to eight in a row through 1992. 

!vtartin, who also coached at alma mater Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East, also coached in lhe collegiale ranks at Tiffin University and Heidelberg 
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. 

Rav Montgomery (Warwood High School. Class of 1926). The first Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at 
the tJniversitr of Pi Its burgh. He earned one-class All-Stale in football ( 1925 }. as ,veil a_,;; All-Valley, and was selected to the five-player, one-cla..~s All­
State ( I 926) m basketball as he led the second Viking team into the sla1e toum,m1cnt. He also played baseball. 

For his high school, and hiter college honors, the school featured his All-America recognition with a large pictorial display in the school for many 
vears. That display currently is featured in !he OYAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. fo a 1969 series by The Intelligencer. he was selected lo the 
Early Era guards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team based on s!Jff research and reader rolling. 

He enrolled at Pill on a ba..'iketball scholarship and tried out for the foothall lcam after natmnal Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly 
promised him a trip to lhe Rose Bowl if he made the leam. He <li<l and dropped basketball to concenlrale on football. In his three seasons, Pill won 23, 
lost four, had 1wo tics an<l made two Rose Bowl trips after unbeaten regular sea,;;ons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 1919 when Pill was crowne<l nalinnal 
champion by regular season polls.) Pill, however, lost both Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford an<l -1-7-14 to USC 

As a senior, he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-l, 188-pound guard. 1l1e two-way st;indout. also cited for his defense, was labeled 
by Su1herlantl as "the perfect guanf' and was hailed a.s one of the greatest linemen Pitt ever produced. In 1958, he wa..,;; selected lo an All-Time Pitt team. 

Pete Zinaich (\Veir High, Class of 1943 ). TI1e most honored player on the first OYAC team to claim an ''official" W. Ya. all-class football champion­
ship. In the pre-playoff era. the W. Ya. Sports Writers Association voted the 1942 Red Riders, coached by Hall of Famer Cml Hamill, the state champion 
despite a 6-3- l record. Weir was unbeaten (4-0-1) vs. in-state teams with close losses to Massillon and Youngstown Chaney in Ohio am.I Clair1on, Pa. 
The three-year regular fullback-\inchacker on teams unbeaten vs. in-stale foes was the Riders· leading msher as a junior and senior and earned first 
tam all-class I I-player All-Slate a.s a senior. 

After military service. he enrolled at Wes! Virginia Uni\"er.;ity and became a rare team captain of two spans (foolbnll and baseball) as a 1949-50 senior. 
He lettered four yenrs in foo1bc1II and was a regular as a junior fullback on the 9-3 record 1eam which won the Jan. I, 1949 Sun Bowl wilh a 21-12 win 
o\"erTexas Western. Afler his senior season, he was drafted hy the San Francisco -Ncrs in the ninth round a_~ the I 15th overall NFL pick but optetl for 
an education career. He also was a three-year lettennan at shonstop on the \\'VU baseball team. 

After \\'VU, he ~penl his entire teaching/coaching career in Easlem Ohio. He was head frx11ball and baseball coach at At.Jena High School from 1956-
69. His best fnothall team (1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

l\lcmb-crs of the OVAC Hall of Fume Class of 
2004 or their reprcscnUltivcs include, front row 
lcrt to right, Nancy l\lumlcy (accepting for the 
lute Samuel A. Munilcr), Enlyn Kovulick 
(ucccpting for the lat~ Georg~ Kovalick), 
GladJs Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Lindo Beisel (accepting 
for the late Richurd L. Polls), und l\lartha 
Reese (accepting for the late E,,an Reese. 
&>cond row, Jim l\forray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson l\lurra_y), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Muzcroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rnyna 
Williums (accepting for the lute Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for 1lm Spencer), Arny 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephunie Petho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

l\lernbcrs of the OVAC Hull of Fume Class of 
2005 or their rcprcsentutives include, front 
row left to right, Mutt l\fomley (occepting for 
the lote Rudy J\fomley),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strugcr (accepting for the lute 
George Struger), Bob Burton and John 
•corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (uccepting for the lute 
Walter Heil), l\tarJ Schuetz (uccepting for the 
lute Alex Grow), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howle)'), Dick Miller, !\'like Sherwood 
and Terry Sniwly. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Fillicz, Lance Mehl, Dec Davis, Brinn Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for JoeJ 
Galloway). and Matt Gnudio. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

I\'lcmbcrs or the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsc)' (represent­
ing Cul Giffin), Ron Mauck, ~-like D'Innoccnte 
(representing Bo.yd Nelson), Richard •Lefty' 
Hull, Puul •Bud' Dilliard and Daye Pugh (rep­
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Nickro, John Magistro (represent­
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harry 
·wnson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

l\frmbcrs of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their rcprcscntatiYcs include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Redway, 
Earl Klc..,'ins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Bnci Carpico (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie I\kSwain (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' i\IcConnaughy and Brenda Cathrne 
Ballog (representing Gene CaUane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthon)· Recd, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

l\lcmbcrs of the OVAC Hall of Fame Closs of 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row ldt to right. Rob and Chip Hcdmond 
(accepting for the late Bob Hcdmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the lale Jimmy Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Lorry Kettlewell 
(ucccpling for the late Bob Kettlewell); SC'Cond 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick I\fomlcJ, Tom Yakubowski, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves und Mike Kornlick; 
back row, Joseph Pcttinl (accepting for Joe 
Pcttini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept­
ing for Jny Peterson), Mark Cisnr and Suzie 
Dailcr. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2009 or their reprcscntntivcs Include, front 
row left to right, Richard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince l\lonsceu, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Laznsz and Bill Paolis.so; second row, 
Harold "Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for lhe late Bill Johko), Tim 
Anderson and l\fork Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, !\--like Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim Moxley, Dmrid Bosley and Otis Winston. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

l\Jcmbcrs of the OVAC Hnll or Fame Class of 
2010 or their rcprcscntati\'CS include, front row 
left to right, Rick DcLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Dm•ics (representing Bill Duvics), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second mw, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
''Streaky" HnJoszkn, Da,·c Brune)' (representing 
Fred Bruney), Hen{]' Josckzyk, Don Sutherin, 
Lnrry Duck; third row, Phil Nickro (represent• 
ing Joe Nlckro), Less Browne, Mike Wright, 
I\Iclissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fanze 
Class of 2011 

l\lcmbers of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Chuck Pclty (nccepUng for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thornes, Ross 
Gnllabrcsc (accepting for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Dci (accepting for the late Dick Del) und 
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gar)' 
Martin {accepting for the lute Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the lute Bob 
Jeter), Jim J\kCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (accepting for the lute RandJ 
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller, 
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Sheron Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for 
T .,J. Hnnnig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame 
Class or 2012 or their representatives r 
include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell HJimmy" Carc_y), Shawn 
Donley (accepting for the late Charles 
HRed" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec­
ond row, Stephanie Joseph \Vilson and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene "Eudie" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
late Richard '"Dick" Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex \Velker, Chris Starr, 
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell. 
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OVAC Hall 
of Faine 

Class of 2013 
Members or the OVAC Hall or 

Fame Class or 2013 or their rep• 
resentatives include, front row 
left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib­
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac­
cepting for the late Jim Thomas), 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry 'I'vloo' Moore. Second rm\-', 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var­
go, Ken Campnnizzi (accepting 
for Jim Brown), Larry I'vlnrmic, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Mark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Ta)'lor, Bethany 
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 or their representa­
tives include, front row left to right, 
Rick Coles, Bill Brubaker, James 
Companion, Jim Potts (Cameron/ 
Coach), Dick Edge (accepting for the 
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and 
James "Junior" Moore. Second row, 
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike 
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row, 
Eddie Drummond, Da\'id Bertolino, 
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie 
Hutchin) and Dan Stephens. Also 
inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike 
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Liinda 
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas 
(accepting for the late George Kellas II, 
David 'Ty' Fleming and Rod Johnson; 
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting 
for the late Duane Powell), Pat Graetjens 
(accepting for the late Sam 'Buzz' 
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the 
late Paul Rickards) and Miles Witchey 
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third 
row, Gene 'Beef' Lamone, Rick Nau, 
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovicic; fourth 
row, Janis Trupovnieks, Kelly Swicrkos 
and Jamie Taylor; back row, Dr. Diana 
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod), 
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and 
Paul HooYer. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 or their representati\'CS 
include, front row left to right, their 
representatins) incluclecl, Bob Koch, 
John Ncse, Lisa Beck (represent­
ing the late Jimmy Mountain),Stan 
Blankenship, Daye Linn and Tom \Vest; 
second row, Andy Cross, Al Handlan 
(representing Jay Handlan), Enlyn 
Ko\'alick (representing Eddie Becker), 
Mike Habig (representing Neil Habig, 
Don Cash (representing Rob Munn), 
John Wiley (representing Ben Wiley 
and Jim Wood; back row, Jim Woofter, 
William Augur (representing Kim 
Augur), Dm·e Delande, Jodi Bates 
Starr, Matt Powell, Zach Amedro and 
Kacie Vavrek. 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

. . 

~"7c ~= 

Hall of Fame Committe is seeking 
nominations for future consideration 

for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 
OVAC 'Cont:Iibutor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested. 

The 15th annual OVAC Hall of Fanze Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 18, 2018 at Wes Banco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va. 
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MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME 

I. MINIJVIUJVI ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools count in totalsz 
Wins/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport. 
BASEBALL: 250 wins 
BASKETBALL: 250 wins 
CHEERING: 5 OVAC titles 
CROSS COUNTRY: 5 OVAC titles 
FOOTBALL: 125 wins 
GOLF: 5 OVAC titles 
SOCCER: 125 wins 
SOFTBALL: 250 wins 
SWIMMING: 5 OVAC titles 
TENNIS: 5 OVAC titles 
TRACK: 5 OVAC titles 
VOLLEYBALL: 250 wins 
WRESTLING: 5 OVAC Class Tonrnament Titles 
2. MINIJVIUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 
3. lVHNIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREJVIENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 
4. MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Execntive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 
5. MINIMUJVI ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTORS 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
snccessful in the high school/college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 
6. MINIJVIUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Mnst be out of school IO years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
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