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BostoN Moves On

The Celiics take down the Wizards in Game 7
and move on to the Eastern Conference
Finals against the Gavallers/18

Ghe Fntelligencer.

SPORTS w

Magruder Named OVAC Coach of the Year

Former The Intelllgsncer and Wheeling News-R
esents Wheeling Central softball coach Rick
ome Coach of the Year award.

Istar sports editor Dou
agruder with the OVAI

Softball coach led -
Knights to 33-0
record and state title

By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor
- WHEELING — Wheeling Central soft-
ball coach Rick Magruder-has had plenty of
success in his lengthy career coaching the
Maroon Knights.

Even he was amazed at what his team
accomplished last season. OVAC title. Sec-
tional title. Regional title. State title. A per-
fect 33-0 record.

It was a season for the ages and Monday
at the OVAC Banquet of Champions,
Magruder was named the OVAC B
Home Coach of the Year,

“It is a great honor just to be nominated,”
Magruder said. “We go out and do what we
love doing. We have fun at it. As long as it

stays like that, we will keep at it.”

QOther finalists were St. Clairsville boys
track coach Tony Ciroli, Wheeling Park
swimming and softball coach Pat Durkin,
Shadyside wresiling coach Sean Grinch and
Steubenville baseball coach Fred Heather-
ington.

e 33-0 mark is an OVAC record for
all and one that Magruder doesn’t take
llghtly

The Maroon Knights had few seniors
and two sophomore pitchers, but they were
talented. As the games went by und the vic-
tories piled up, M der and his coaching
staff started to realize they had something
special.

“We tell the kids to go out and play hm‘d
every day, take one game at a time,”
Magruder said.

“I know that is old, but that is the way

an you do it. We had two t young pitchers
(Riley Belmm%;mn and issa Garlitz) and
Allie Cook who was our catcher and the

other seniors who were there.
See MAGRUDER, Page 16




MAGRUDER,

{(Continued from Page 13)

“They were good leaders,
“Bverything just fell into
lace. You have to have a
ot of luck. Hit the ball and
play good defense.

“When we were about
20-0, we started thinking
this is prefty cool.

“As it got Jater in the sea-
son, you thought this might
bust sometime. Our tough-
est game was the second
game down state and we
were losing 2-0. But we got
a couple breaks and ended
up winning and that was
how our season went.”

Magruder said the girls
never talked about the feat
during,the season, worrying
about the game that was in
front of them. When it was

all said and done, Wheeling
Central defeated Man, 7-2,
to claim the school’s first
state softball championship
since 2007.

“Nobody really men--
tioned, but T am sure they

‘knew it,” Magruder said. *]

am sure in the back of their
heads they thought about it
and maybe talked with
each other, But they always

‘went out and played.

“It was an amazing sea-
son. Something like that
doesn’t happen very often.
We were just fortunate and
very lucky. o

“{Despite the bullseye
this year), they take it in
stride. They just go out and
pléiy and fry to enjoy the
mde.”

¥
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Continued from page C1
meet, the Red Devils were

district .champions -and.

scored 50 points in the

regional, which tied for the
' championship with Lan-

caster Farfield Union.

St. Clairsville won the
Buckeye 8 and OVAC
Class 4A titles along the
way, too. ,

AT DURKIN, Wheel-
ing Park Girls’ Swim-
ming and Softball — This
Patriots mentor led his
teams to & brilliant season
in two sports.

This past winter, Durkin,
who was in his ninth season
at the helm, watched his
Patriots do something that
had never been done in
Park’s illustrious athletic
history when the girls’
swim team captured the
Class AAA state champi-
onshig, fighting off Fair-
mont Senior, 144-1472,

At the state meet, the
Patriots claimed two state
championships and placed
five on the big school all-
tournament team. Prior to
arriving at the state meet,
the Patriots won the OVAC
Class 5A title and also the
Region I title.

In the spring of 2016,

the Patriots softball team .

advanced to the AAA state
tournament in Vienna.
After dropging an early
game there, Park won three
consecutive elimination
‘games to reach the state

inal against Hurricane
where it fell, 11-3, to finish
as state runnerup.

Park was the sectional
and regional champion and
also gqualified for the
DVAéI Tournament, All
told, Park finished with a
20-13 record,

SEAN GRINCH,
Shadyside Wrestling —
This Tigers coach, who has
been at the helm for four
seasons, is a finalist for the
second straight season after
directing his team to an
almost identical campaign
this 1East winter,

Shadyside claimed its
second consecutive Divi-
sion IIl team tournament
regional title and took part
in the OHSAA State Team
Tournament in late Febru-
ary. It also claimed its sec-
ond straight OVAC Class
1A/2A dual team title
along the way, edging
Madonna on a late pin, 36-
33,

In the individual tourna-
nent pc_:rtion of the season,
shadyside was the OVAC

-

Class 1A/2A champion,
accumulating 124.5 points
with four placers.

In .the postseason,
Shadyside was the Bar-
nesville sectional champi-
on, finished fourth in the
Coshocton district and 11th
at the state tournament-with
39.5 points.

D HEATHERING-

_TON, Steubenville Base-

ball — This veteran Big
Red skipper was named the
conference’s top coach
after the 1994 campaign
and finds himself as a final-
ist again after yet another
brilliant campaign in 2016.

Big Red advanced to
their sixth state tournament
in school histofy and fifth
under Heatherington’s
watch before falling to
eventual state champion
Defiance in the Division I
State semifinals at Huating-
ton Park in Columbus. Big
Red finished the season
with a 25-3 record and
were ranked second in the
final coaches association
state poll.

Heatherington, who has
more than 550 career wins,
has been in charge of the
Big Red program for 28
seasons. During the course
of the 2016 campaign,
Steubenville won its 2Znd
OVAC title, 33rd sectional
and 23rd district champi-
onship.

RICK MAGRUDER,
Wheeling Central Softball
— This veteran softbail
couch turned in a season

. that will long be remem-

bered in Ohio Valley
annals during the spring of
016.

Magruder guided his
Maroen Knights to a 33-0
season, which was cag ed
with a West Virginia Class
A state championship.

The Maroon Knights —
also the OVAC Class 2A,
sectional and regional
champions — produced
that memorable campaign
despite having a relatively
young cast, They had four
seniors on that club and
relied on two underclass
pitchers in Riley Benning-
ton and Marissa Garlitz,

In the state final, the
Knights had no issues,
rolling past Man, 7-2. Dur-
ing the course of the sea-
son, Wheeling Central took
on a schedule of all comers,
mixing in nomerous games
against West Virginia Class
AAA schools and bigger
Ohio schools, too.
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OVAC Coach

[T

~» Award to be presented Monday
‘at Banquet of Champions

By SETH STASKEY -
Times Leader Sports Edltor

WHEELING - All of the nearly 70
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference champi-
onships for the 2016-17 school year have
been decided.

Monday evening, at WesBanco Arena in
Wheeling, members of those teams, their
coaches and academic honorees from
throughout the Ohio Valley will be formally
recognized at the annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions, which begins at 6:30 p.m.

of jthe Year finalists named

PAT . SEAN ERED AICK
CIROLI DURKIN GRINCH HEATHERNGTON MAGRUDER
Along with the presentation of the cham- OVAC Coach of the Year Award, which
pionship pennants, overall class champions encompasses the spring of 2016 along with
and scholarships, the top coach will also be the fall and winter sports of this school year,
recognized with the presentation of the Ses, COACH, Page B2




WALILILLES .

RICK MAGRUDER,

Wheeling Central Softball
— This veteran softball
coach turned in a season
that will long be remem-
bered in Ohio Valley annals
during the spring of 2016.

Magruder puided his
Maroon Knights to a per-
fect 33-0 season, which
was capped with a0 West
Virginia Class A state
championship.

The Maroon Knights -

also the OVAC Class 2A,
sectional and regional
champions -~ produced
that memorable campaign
despite having a relatively
young cast. They had only
four seniors on that club.
In the state final, the
Knights had no issues,
rolling past Man, 7-2. Dur-
ing the course of the sea-
son,

Continued fram Page B1

The finalists for the
award, which has been pre-
sented since 1969, are
Tony Ciroli (St. Clairsville
boys track), Pat Durkin
{(Wheeling Park girls swim-
ming and softball), Sean
Grinch (Shadyside
wrestling), Fred Heather-
ington (Steubenville, base-
ball) and Rick Magruder
{Wheeling Central softball),

Here’s a capsule. look at
the finalists in alphabetical
order:

TONY CIROLI, St
Clairsville Boys Track —
This highly successful two-
sport, four-team coach
reached the top of the
mountain last June in
Columbus.

Ciroli guided his Red
Devils to a Division II state
championship, which was
the first in a male sport in
St. C. athletic history. It
was also the first male state
title in boys' track and field
in Belmont County since
Shadyside accomplished
the feat in 1976,

The Devils finished the
state meet with 33 points,
which was two points better
than Lexington. The Red
Devils scored in four events
during the course of the 17-
event meet, but won two
individual state champi-
onships thanks to Malachi
Mellema (high hurdles) and
Jordan Vincent (long
jump).

En route to the state
meet, the Red Devils were
district champions and
scored 50 points in the
regional, which tied for the
regional championship with
Lancaster Farfield Union.

St. Clairsville won the
Buckeye 8 and OVAC
Class 4A titles along the
way, t0o.

PAT DURKIN, Wheel-

'ing Park Girls Swimming

and Softball - This Patri-
ots' mentor led his team to
a brilliant season in two
sports.

This past winter, Durkin,

- who was in his ninth season

at the helm, watched his
Patriots do something that
had never been done in
Park's illustrious athletic
history when the girls’
swim team captured the
Class AAA state champi-
onship, fighting off Fair-
mont Senior, [44-142.

At the state meet, the

Patriots claimed two state
rhamninnching and nlacead

AAA state tournament in
Vienna. After dropping an
early game there, the Patri-
ots won three consecutive
elimination games to reach
the state final against Hurri-
canc where they fell, 11-3,
to finish as state runnerup.

Park was the sectional
and regional champions and
also qualified for the
OVAC Tournament. All
told, Park finished with a
20-13 record.

SEAN GRINCH,
Shadyside Wrestling -
This Tigers’ coach, who has
been at the helm for four
seasons, is a finalist for the
second straight scason after
directing his team to basi-
cally an identical campaign
this past winter.

Shadyside claimed its
second consecutive Divi-
sion III team tournament
regional title and took part
in the OHSAA State Team
Tournament in late Febru-
ary. It also claimed its sec-
ond straight OVAC Class
1AZA dual team title along
the way, edging Madonna
on a late pin, 36-33.

In the individual tourna-
ment portion of the season,
Shadyside was the OVAC
Class 1A/2A champion,
accumulating 124.5 points
with four placers.

In the postseason, Shady-
side was the Barnesville
sectional champion, fin-
ished fourth in the Coshoc-
ton district and 11th at the
state tournament with 39.5
points.

FRED HEATHERING-
TON, Steubenville Base-
ball — This veteran Big
Red skipper was named the
conference’s top coach after
the 1994 campaign and
finds himself as a finalist
again after yet another bril-
liant campaign in 20186.

Big Red advanced to
their sixth state tournament
in school history and fifth
under Heatherington’s
watch before they fell to
eventual state champion
Defiance in the Division 11
state semifinals at Hunting-

. ton Park in Columbus. Big

Red finished the season
with a 25-3 record and
were ranked second in the
final coaches’ association
state poll.

Heatherington, who now

‘has more than 550 career

wins, has been in charge of
the Big Red program for 28
seasons. During the course

R 3 4 S I SRS R,



urinen (Shadyside
wrestling), Fred Heather-
ington (Steubenville, base-
bail) and Rick Magruder
(Wheeling Central softbatl).

Here’s a capsule look at
the finalists in alphabetical
order:

TONY CIROLI, St
Clairsville Boys Track —
This highly successful two-
sport, four-team coach
reached the top of the
mountain last June in
Columbus.

Cireli guided his Red
Devils to a Division II state
championship, which was
the first in a male sport in
St. C. athletic history. It
was also the first male state
title in boys’® track and field
in Belmont County since
Shadyside accomplished
the featin 1976.

The Devils finished the
state meet with 33 points,
which was two points better
than Lexington. The Red
Devils scored in four events
during the course of the 17-
event meet, but won two
individual state champi-
onships thanks to Malachi
Mellema (high hurdles) and
Jordan® Vincent (long
Jump).

En route to the state
meet, the Red Devils were
district champions and
scored 50 points in the
regional, which tied for the
regional championship with
Lancaster Farfield Union,

St. Clairsville won the
Buckeye 8 and OVAC
Class 4A titles along the
way, t0o.

PAT DURKIN, Wheel-

‘ing Park Girls Swimming

and Softball —~ This Patri-
ots’ mentor led his team to
a brilliant season in two
Sports.

This past winter, Durkin,

- who was in his ninth season

Wi e e o
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at the helm, watched his
Patriots do something that
had never been done in
Park’s illustrious athletic
history when the girls’
swim team captured the
Class AAA state champi-
onship, fighting off Fair-
mont Senior, 144-142.

At the state meet, the
Patriots claimed two state
championships and placed
five on the big-school al]
tournament team. Prior to
arriving at the state meet,

‘the Patriots won the OVAC

Class 5A title and also the
Region I title,

In the spring of 2016,
the Patriots advanced to the

to fimish as state runnerup,

Park was the sectional
and regional champions and
also qualified for the
OVAC Tournament. All
told, Park finished with a
20-13 record.

SEAN GRINCH,
Shadyside Wrestling —
This Tigers” coach, who has
been at the helm for four
seasons, is a finalist for the
second straight season after
directing his team to basi-
cally an identical campaign
this past winter.

Shadyside claimed its
second consecutive Divi-
sion HI team tournament
regional title and took part
in the OHSAA State Team
Tournament in late Febru-
ary. It also claimed its sec-
ond straight OVAC Class
1A/2A dual team title along
the way, edging Madonna
on a late pin, 36-33,

In the individual tourna-
ment portion of the season,
Shadyside was the OVAC
Class 1A/2A champion,
accumulating 124.5 points
with four placers.

In the postseason, Shady-
side was the Barnesviile
sectional chumpion, fin-
ished fourth in the Coshoc-
ton district and 11th at the
state tournament with 39.5
points.

FRED HEATHERING-
TON, Steubenville Base-
ball ~ This veteran Big
Red skipper was named the
conference’s top coach after
the 1994 campaign and
finds himself as a finalist
again after yet another bril-
liant campaign in 2016,

Big Red advanced to
their sixth state tournament
in school history and fifth
under Heatherington’s
watch before they fell to
eventual state champion
Defiance in the Division II
state semifinals at Hunting-
ton Park in Columbus. Big
Red finished the season
with a 25-3 record and
were ranked second in the
final coaches’ association
state poll. _

Heatherington, who now
has more than 550 career
wins, has been in charge of
the Big Red program for 28
seasons. During the course
of the 2016 campaign,
Sieubenville won its 22nd
OVAC title, 331rd sectional
and 23rd district champi-
onship,

RICK MAGRUDER,
Wheeling Central Softball
— This veteran softball
coach turned in a season

that 110117 Thame ban caen .
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OVAC's Coach of the Year to be announced
at OVAC Banquet of Champions on Monday

By SETH STASKEY
For The Jeffersonian

WHEELING, WV — All
of the nearly 70 Ohio Val-
ley Athletic Conference

championships for the

2016-17 school year
have been decided.

Monday eveningat
WesBanco Arena,
members of those
teams, their coaches
and academic hon-
orees from throughout the
Ohio Valley will be formally
recognized at the annual
OVAC Banquet of Champi-
ons, which begins at 6:30
p.m.

Along with the presenia-
tion of the championship
pennants, overall class
champions and scholar-
ships, the top coach will
also be recognized with the
presentation of the OVAC
Coach of the Year Award,
which encompasses the
spring of 2016 along with
the fall and winter sports of
this school year.

The finalists for the
award, which has been pre-
sented since 1969, are
Tony Ciroli (St. Clairsville
boys track), Pat Durkin
{Wheeling Park girls swim-
ming and softball), Sean
Grinch (Shadyside
wrestling), Fred Heather-
ington (Steubenville, base-
hall) and Rick Magruder
(Wheeling Central soft-
ball}.

Here's a capsule look at
the finalists in alphabetical
order:

TONY CIROLI, St.
Clairsville Boys Track e
This highly -
snecessful
two-sport,
four-team
coach
reached the
top of the R
mountain last ™
June in
Columbus,

Ciroli guided his Red
Devils to a Division 1T state
championship, which was
the first in a male sport i in

CF M ndldadiln Lledea.

Ciroli

in Belmont County since
Shadyside accomplished
the feat in 1976,

The Devils finished the
state meet with 33 points,
which was two points bet-
ter than Lexington. The
Red Devils scored
in four events dur-
ing the course of
the 17-event meet,
but won two indi-
vidual state champi-
onships thanks to
Malachi Mellema (high
hurdies) and Jordan Vin-
cent (long jump). They
also finished highly in the
intermediate hurdles and
4x100 relay.

En route to the state
meet, the Red Devils were
district champions and
scored 50 points in the re-
gional, which tied for the
regional championship
with Lancaster Farfield
Union,

St. Clairsville won the
Buckeye 8 and OVAC Class
4A titles along the way,
too.

PAT DURKIN, Wheeling
Park Girls Swimming and
Softbail ~
This Patriots’
mentor led
his team to a
brilliant sea-
son in two
sports,

This past
winter,
Durkin, who
was in his ninth season at
the helm, watched his Patri-
ots do something that had
never been done in Parkis
illustricus athletic history
when the girlsd swim team
captured the Class AAA
state championship, fight-
ing off Fairmont Senior,
144-142,

At the state meet, the Pa-
triots claimed two state
championships and placed
five on the big-school all
tournament team. Prior to
arriving at the state meet,
the Patriots won the OVAC
Class 5A title and also the
Region I title,

In the spring of 2016,

b T i . ¥ ... _ 1 1.

Durkin

an early game there, the
Patriots won three consec-
utive elimination games to
reach the state finmal
against Hurricane where
they fell, 11-3, to finish as
state runnerup.

Park was the sectional
and regional champions
and also qualified for the
OVAC Tournament, All
told, Park finished with a
20-13 record.

SEAN GRINCH, Shady-
side Wrestling — This
Tigersa
coach, who
has been at
the helm for
four seasons,
is a finalist
for the sec.
ond straight
season after
directing his
team to basically an identi-
cal campaign this past win-
ter.

Shadyside claimed its
second consecutive Divi-
sion I team tournament
repional title and took part
in the OHSAA State Team
Tournament in late Febru-
ary. It also claimed its sec-
ond straight OVAC Class
1A/2A dual team title along
the way, edging Madonna
on a late pin, 36-33.

In the individual tourna-
ment portion of the season,
Shadyside was the OVAC
Class 1A/2A champion, ac-
cumulating 124,56 points
with four placers.

In the postseason, Shady-
side was the Barnesville
sectional champion, fin-
ished fourth in the Coshoc-
ton district and 11th at the
state tournament with 39.5
points. .

FRED .
HEATHERINGTON,
Steubenville Baseball —
This vet- :
eran Big
Red skip-
per was
named
the con-
ference’s
top coach
after the

tard L

Grinch

.bered in Ohio

Heatherington .

another brilliant season in
2016.

Big Red advanced to
their sixth state tourna-
ment in school history and
fifth under Heatherington’s
watch before they fell to
eventual state champion
Defiance in the Division IT
state semifinals at Hunting-
ton Park in Columbus. Big
Red finished the season
with a 25-3 record and
were ranked second in the
final coaches association
state poll.

Heatherington, who now
has more than 550 career
wins, has been in charge of
the Big Red program for 28
seasons. During the course
of the 2016 campaign,
Steubenville won its 22nd
OVAC title, 33rd sectional
and 23rd district champi-
onship,

RICK MAGRUDER,
Wheeling Central Softball
— This veteran sofiball
coach turned
in a season
that will long &
be remem-

Valley annals E
during the
spring of
2016.

Magruder
guided his Maroon Knights
to a perfeet 33-0 season,
which was capped with a
Waest Virginia Class A state
championship.

The Maroon Knights —
also the OVAC Class 2A,
sectional and regional
champions — produced
that memorable campaign
despite having a relatively
young cast. They had only
four seniors on that club
and relied on two under-
class pitchers in Riley Ben-
nington and Marissa Gar-
litz.

In the state final, the
Knights had no issues,
rolling past Man, 7-2. Dur-
ing the course of the sea
son, Wheeling Central took
on a schedule of basically
all comers, mixing in nu-
merous games against

Magruder
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Continued from Page B1

by and the victories piled
up, Magruder and his
coaching staff started to
realize they had something
special,

“We tell the kids to go
out and play hard every
day, take one game at a
time,” Magruder said. T
know that is old, but that is
the way you do it. We had
two great young pitchers
(Riley Bennington and
Marissa Garlitz) and Allie
Cook who was our catcher
and the other seniors who
were there. They were good
leaders.

“Everything just fell into
place.

“You have to have a ot
of luck. Hit the ball and
play good defense. :

“When were about 20-0,
we started thinking this is
pretty cool.

“As it got later in the sea-
son, you thought this might
bust sometime. Our tough-
est game was the second
game down state and we
were losing 2-0,

“But we got a couple
breaks and ended up win-
ning and that was how our
season went."”

Magruder said the girls

never tatked sbout the feat
during the season, worTying
about the game that was in
front of them. When it was
all said and done, Wheeling
Central defeated Man, 7-2,
to claim the school’s first
state softball championship
since 2007. -

“Nobody really men-
tioned, but I am sure they
knew it,” Magruder said. “1
am sure in the back of their
heads they thought about it
and maybe talked with each
other. But they always went
out and played.

“It was an amazing sea-

| WHEELING
CENTRAL soft-
| ball coach Rick
> | Magruder (right)

1 poses

| OVAC Executive
1 Secretary Tom

1 Ratalczak after
being named
OVAC Coach of
the Year at Man-
day's Banquet of
1 Champlons at
WesBanco
Arene. Magrud-
er led the
Maroon Knights
to a 33-0 record
and a Class A
stata champi-
onshlp in 20186.
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son. Something like that

.
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doesn't happen very often.

We were just fortunate and
very lucky.

“(Despite the bullseye
this year), they take it in

stride. They just go out and -

play and try to enjoy the
ﬂdﬁ."



Central’s Magruder wins
OVAC Coach of the Year

By JOSH STROPE .
For The Times Leader

WHEELING — Wheeling Central softball coach Rick
Magruder has had plenty of success in his lengthy career
coaching the Maroon Knighs, '

Even he was amazed at what his team accomplished [ast
season. OVAC title. Sectional title. Regional title, State
title. A perfect 33-0 record, _

It was a season for the ages and Monday g
at the OVAC Banquet of Champions, /&
Magruder was named the OVAC Bill Van ]
Horne Coach of the Year., A

“It is a great honor just to be nominated,”
Magruder said, “We £0 out and do what we
love doing. We have fin atit. As long as it stays like that,
we will keep at it.”

Other finalists were St Clairsville boys’ track coach
Tony Cirolo, Wheeling Park swimming ang softball coach

Steubenville baseball coach Fred Heatherington,

The 33-0 mark is an OVAC record for softball and one
that Magruder doesn’t take lightly,

The Maroon Knights had few seniors and two sopho-
more pitchers, but they were talented. As the games went
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