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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Don Zinni, Dick 
Wolf, Ron Mauck and Doug Huff; back row, Kelly Rine, Tom Tisher, Seth Staskey, Robert 
"Bubba" Kapral, Jeff Harrison and Bob Koch. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee 

Jeff Harrison ................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 
Doug Huff ...................... .Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral ........ .Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 
Bob Koch .......................................... OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 
Ron Mauck ....... .Former OVAC Football AU-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director 
Tom Rataiczak .................................................... OVAC Executive Secretary 
Kelly Rine ................................. Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 
Seth Staskey ......................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 
Tom Tisher .......................................... Teacher/Coach, Magnolia High School 
Dick Wolf ...................... Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member 
Don Zinni ......................................... Former OVAC Football Commissioner 



Flowers courtesy of Bob & Robin's 
Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

We proudly support 
the East Liverpool Potters 
and congratulate tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 

Td: ::;:m.:.rn:H~OSE 
W;dnui Stn.'cl 

h1c,t UvcrpooL OH 
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The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Executive Board 

salutes 

Bob Koch 
Our All-Star Football Game Director 

on his well-deserved honor 
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Congratulations 

John Nese 

Husband , Coach 

Father Teacher 

Grandfather Official 

on being inducted 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

We are so proud of you! 

Your children and grandchildren 
Jon Michael, Glenn, Kathleen and Mary Lynn 

John Anthony, Robert, Rachel, Kaitlyn, Kate, Andrew, 
Abigail, Karlie, Cosmo and Marlo 
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JOHN MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL 

CONGRATULATES 

STANLEY BLANKENSHIP 
FOR HIS INDUCTION 

INTO THE OVAC HALL OF FAME 

CONGRATS!! 

WELL-DESERVED!! 

#Rolf Pride 
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FROM ALL OHIO PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

TO THE 

UNIVERSITY OF RIO GRANDE 

HALL OF FAME 

BARNESVILLE'S OWN - MATT POWELL 

ENTERS THE 

OVAC 
HALL OF FAME 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

FROM THE 

BARNESVILLE 

BOOSTERS CLUB 

AND 

ATHLETIC 

DEPARTMENT 



Thank you to the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
for honoring our father, Jimmy Mountain, 

from the grateful family of Jimmy & Barbara Jean Mountain 

• Jimmy Mountain, Jr. (son-deceased) 
- Grandchildren Michele Mountain, Sean Mountain & wife An 

-Great Grandchildren Camille & Thomas Mountain 

• Chris Romel (daughter) & Ed Stephens 
- Granddaughter Jessica Mehl & husband Lance 

- Great Grandchildren Lydia, Elijan, Ezekiel & Lucille Mehl 

• Pam (daughter) and Dale Callahan 
- Grandchildren Dawn North & husband Mark, Kassie Efird 

- Great Granddaughter Karissa North 

• Debbie Mountain (daughter) 
- Grandchildren Tammy Higgins & husband Mike,Adrienne Nelson & husband Rich 

Ryan Mountain, Adam Mountain and wife Tanya 

• Lisa (daughter) & Tom Beck 
- Granddaughter Erin Mountain 

& the rest of the Mountain Clan! 
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Wheeling Park 
High School 

would like to congratulate 
these 2016 OVAC 

Hall of Fame inductees! 

Jay Handlan 
Triadelphia High School 

Class of 1946 

Ray Montgomery 
Warwood High School 

Class of 1929 

Eddie Becker 
Wheeling High School 

Class of 1950 

Congratulations to all 
of the OVAC 

Hall of Fame inductees 
fromWPHS 
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Buckeye Trail High School 
would like to congratulate 

Dave Linn 
for his induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

JO 



Congratulations 

Bob Koch 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sara 
Chris Edwards 

Dave, Denise & Barry 
Holly, Patrick, Ava & Vivian 

Wayne & Joan 
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Fall of 1991-Coach West led the 

Lumberjacks to their first play-off 

game. 

r ~ ,. i 

I. . 

' 
...... 
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Coaching Record 

Overall 242-176-1 

VHS Record 223-151 

State Runner-up 5 times 
1993, 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1998 Head Coach far the 

Lumberjacks 
~ for 36 years. 

ltJ:r~\ 
Mason- Ixon 
Conference 

Championship 
Crown 11 Times 

OVAC Championship 
1995 & 1997 

from Your Valier ~,,~ lc~ool f amilr an~ f an1 
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The 
Wheeling Central Catholic 

High School 
Athletic Department 

honors 

Neil Habig 

OVAC 
Hall of Fame 

13 



s 
OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2016 

• John Marshall Girls Basketball Coach 1979 - 2011 

• 542 wins, All-time winningest girls coach in OVAC and West Virginia 

• 1982 State Champs, 1992 State Runner-up, 1994 State Runner-up 

• 18 sectional titles, 9 regional titles, 9 OVAC championships 
• 5 straight OVAC championships, longest streak in OVAC history 

From your friends at 

14 



Congratulations 

Coach John Nese 
on your induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

You are so deserving, 

Love, 
Lucy 

Convenient Food Mart 

Powhatan Indians 

Congratulations to the Ben Wiley family 

from the 

Powhatan High School Alumni Association 

We are proud of all of you! 
15 



BREAKFAST 
CLUB 

Congratulations 

Bob Koch 
BREAKFAST 

CLUB 

Cameron High Retirees Breakfast Club 

Jane-Bob Baird 

Sandy-A.J. Loughman 

Doris-Wayne Turk 

Barb-Woody Yeater 

Christy-Jiin Rogers 

John Cha1nbers 
Nancy Fullerton 

Lloyd Earnest 
Sharilyn McCracken 

Congratulations 
to our employee 

Bob Koch 
on your ind11ction 

Jim Potts 
Brad Hartley 
David Evans 

Vickie Jenree 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Behm's 
Auction & Real Estate Services 

Licensed & Bonded· PA, WV, OH 
Jim Behm, CAI, CES 

Wind Ridge, PA Glen Dale, WV 
724-428,3664 304-845-2666 

Auctioneer ~ Appraiser ~ Liquidator 
Commercial - Industrial ~ farms • Real Estate 

the Tri State for Over 75 Years 
Estate - Estates - Personal D,,,so_, 
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Congratulations 

Coach Nese 

f?>>•" 

on your well-deseJr0~ed 1(Jililtt:uc~i'"'ii 
in t~ttb'.e:;t VAC'
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Biggie 
Bill 

Joe C ... ·· .. · 
· 'JoeV .. ··••••• .• 

Bobbie , · 
Bt1bba 
Chalkie 
Dave 
E.J. Jr. 
Jeff 
J.J. 
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Congratulations 

Jodi Bates Starr 

for your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

from the Meadowbrook Athletic Boosters 
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Congratulations 

Kacie Vavrek 

We are very proud of you! 
Love, 

Your family 
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The OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 
congratulates 

Bob Koch 

All-Star Game Director 

on his induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

J01mng 

Linda Myers 
Program Coordinator 

Don Zinni 
Game Committee 

Ron Mauck 
Game Advisor 

Dick Edge 
Game Committee 

Tom Rataiczak 
Game Treasurer 

Bill Hinegardner 
Scholarship Committee 

and sadly noting the passing of John Howell, 50-Year Reunion Coordinator 

20 



To the family and friends of: 

CONGRATULATIONS on his induction to Um 
OVAC Hall of Fame 2016! 

Thanks for the memories, 
The families of 

Earl and Virginia Dierkes 

21 
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Congratulations 

Coach John Nese 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2016 

from Joe Joe and staff 
at The Spot 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

2016OVAC 

Hall Of Fame 
Blz'idgepori Hiigh Sich.ooli Cllass of 1966 

From The 

Bridgeport Athletic Department 

23 



The Times Leader 

honors 

Jimmy Mountain 

for being inducted 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

at the 13th induction ceremony 
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Congratulations 
Coach Ron Martin 
OVAC Legena 

Calttwell Redskins' 
cross country coach 
from 1975-86 

Caldwell Athletic Boosters 
516 Fairground Street 
Caldwell, Ohio 't372Lf-
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Congratulations to Stan Blankenship 
on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

CHEVROLET BUICK. 

RT 2 MOUNDSVILLE RT 7 BELLAIRE 
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"t.:~Fl'- Congratulations "t,:.,,....._ 
to 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 

Dave Delande Jim Woofter 

Bob Koch 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling 
Coaches' Association 

salutes and thanks you 
for your contribution 

to the sport of wrestling 
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 



The St. Clairsville 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Dave Delande 

on his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2016 

28 



Congratulations 
• John Nese• 

We salute your 
induction 

into the OVAC 
Hall of Fame 

William Penn Association 
• Life Insurance for families 

• Annuities for retirement 
• Special benefits for children 

• Fraternal benefits for all 

Joyce Nicholson, National Director, WPA 

JEFFERSONIAN 
congratulateS 

Ille OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class ol 2016 

especialylOcal inductees 

MatlPowell 
l8amesVlle lliUh SChooO 

JodiBates-81arr 
lMeadOwbrooklllUh SChooO 

Coach Dave l.illl 
Dluckeve Tral lligh SChooO 

and teuend' 
RonManin 

(Galdwell lligh SChool) 

Congratulations 

Stan Blankenship 

on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2016 

GARRY_ L LEWIS DDS~ 
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C111111ra1111at111• IIAII -- Y11ur a sons artJ proud ot you I 

DAVE DELANDE 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

St. Clairsville High School - 1982 
West Liberty State College - 1986 

Thank YOU for your many hours of coaching, training & support 
throughout our athletic careers! 

We love you - Bo, Spencer & Chase 

30 
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Hudson Highlands Realty 
Restorations Ltd 

1000 Rt 9W (84'..if 401 lff'.:ILJ 
Fort Montgomery, NY 10922 (845} 446 9870 '• 

Mcl<lnnoy Thompson & Sons 

Fr« Estlmahts 
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Cameron High School 

students, faculty and staff 
and the Athletic Department 

congratulate 

Bob Koch 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Thanks for emiching the lives of our students while 
teaching for 33 years and working as athletic director 

for 20 years at Cameron High School. 

We are proud of yo11! 

Bob joins 2014 inductee Jim Potts 
representing Can1eron High in the OVAC HOF 

32 



1•1tS9~•,~!~~,.,~ 
St. Clairsville High School 

1982 
West Liberty State College 

1986 

OVAC HALL OF FAME - 2016 

~©Nli-AA.'1.1I.m.A'Eill0NS from your E'!AMilll 

Wife - Stephanie Miller Delande 
Sons and Daughter-In-Law - Bo & Megan, Spencer and Chase 

Parents- Fran and Don Delande (deceased) 
Brothers - Don and Diane & family, Darren and sons 

Mother & Father-In-Law - Pat and Fran Miller 
Brother & Sister-In-Laws - Pat and Ann Miller & family, Mike and Doreen Miller & family 

WE ARE SO VERY PROUD! 
33 



The Bellaire High School 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Kacie Vavrek 

for her induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2016 
34 



The St. Clairsville High School 
wrestling and baseball programs 

congratulate Dave Delande (Class of 1982) 
for his induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

OVAC Hall of Fante 
Presented by Robinson Auto Group 

Located in WesBanco Arena 

----- I 3 Years -----

------237 Inductees -----

-----60 Legends -----

Saluting the best of the best high school conference in the nation! 

35 
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Be sure to v1s1t ~, 11!.;?'1 ~ • 1t:1 ~ 
the OVAC Hall of Fame display '"~/ 

and OVAC Museum 
located inside WesBanco Arena 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Mcmhers of lhc OVAC Hall of Fame Closs of 
200-J or their rcprcscntalh'cs include, front row 
left to right, Nancy !\lumlcy (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. l\-fomlcy), Evelyn Kovalick 
(accepting for the late George Komlkk), 
Gladys Van Home (accepting for the lute Bill 
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late 
Cul Pokus), Jim Foti, Linda Rei.sci (accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Emn Reese. 
Second row, Jim Murray (ncccpting for the late 
A. Wilson ~lurruy), Ken Alcssl,John Hm·llcck, 
Bill Mnzcroski, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Homyak and Rayna 
Willinms (accepting for the lute Ron 'Frilz' 
Williams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hnnnohs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford ond Stephanie Petho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members or the OVAC Holl of Fame Class of 
2005 or their rcprcsenlalh'es include, front 
row left to right, Matt i\lumley (accepting for 
the lotc Rudy MumleJ'), Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strugcr (occcpting for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (accepting for the late 
Walter Heil), Mory Schuclz (accepting for the 
lalc Alex Grozu), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
and Terry Snively. Third row, ,John •Fuzzy' 
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dec Davis, Brinn Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Mutt Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Faine 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall or Fame Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left lo right, Lou Ann Cawscy (represent­
ing Cnl Giffin), Ron I\fauck, Mike D'lnnocentc 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Rkhard "Lefty' 
Hall, Paul 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep­
resenting \Varrcn Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Nickro, John I\fogistro (represent­
ing Lee Pntronc), Bob Hummell and Harry 
'Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bcdway, 
Earl Kiev ins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Baci Carpico (representing JOi! 
Fortunulo), Rosulic rvlcSwuin (representing 
Don Fleming), John Reger, Rob Kelle)', Rohcrt 
'Bo' McConnuughy and Brenda Callanc 
Ballog (representing Gene Callane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anlhony Recd, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members or the OVAC Hall of Fame Closs of 
2008 or their rcprcscntuth·cs include, front 
row Jen to right, Rob and Chip Hcdmond 
(ucccpting for the lntc Bob Hcdmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the late Jimm)-' Stewart), 
Bill Thomns, John Craig and Larry Kclllcwcll 
(accepting ror the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (ucccpting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumlcy, Tom Ynkubowski, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob Ric\·cs and Mike Kovnlick; 
back rm'I', Joseph Pcttini (accepting for Joe 
Pcltini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept­
ing for Jay Peterson), !\-lurk Cisar and Suzie 
Dailcr. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fume Class of 
2009 or their representatives include, front 
rm,, left to right, Richard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Monscau, John Sorrcnti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Luzasz und Bill Poolisso; second row, 
Horold .. Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hunnu, Ken 
Jobko (occepling for the lute Bill .Johko), 11m 
Anderson nnd Murk Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
11m Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of F a1ne 
Class of 2010 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2010 or their rcprcscntutiYcs include, front row 
left to right, Rick DcLucn, Frank Baxter, Jean 
DnYics (representing Bill DnYies), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick {representing Chuck ,vatt), John 
.. Streaky" Hnloszkn, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry Joscfczyk, Don Suthcrin, 
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Nickro (represent­
ing Joe Nickro), Less Bro'"nc, Mike 'Wright, 
l\lclissn Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2011 or their rcpresentnthcs include, front row 
1crt to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the lute 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thornes, Ross 
Gnllahrcsc (accepting for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Dci (accepting for the late Dick Dei) and 
Larry Shaw. Second rnw, Plcnnie Clutter, Gary 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob 
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller, 
!Harsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay}, 
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for 
T .. J. Hannig), Qulnq Wilson and Ashley Battle. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Faine 
Class of 2012 

Members of the OVAC Hall or Fame 
Class or 2012 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell .. Jimmy" Carey), Shawn 
Donley (accepting for the late Charles 
"'Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec­
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene "'Eudie" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kenvood (accepting for the 
late Richard HDick" Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex \Velker, Chris Starr, 
Shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell. 
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OVAC Hall 
of Fa,ne 

Class of 2013 
Members of the OVAC Hall or 

Fame Class of 2013 or their rep­
rcscntati\'es include, front row 
left to right, Tom Rataicznk, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib­
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac­
cepting for the late Jim Thomas), 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry "Moo' Moore. Second row, 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var­
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting 
for Jim Brmrn), Larry J\'larmie, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Ivlark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany 
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2014 or their representa­
tives include, front row left to right, 
Rick Coles, Bill Brubaker, James 
Companion, Jim Potts (Cameron/ 
Coach), Dick Edge (accepting for the 
late Bob Roe), Jack Prettyman and 
James "Junior" Moore. Second row, 
Gordon Gordon, Stan Boroski, Mike 
Smith and Chad Brinker. Third row, 
Eddie Drummond, David Bertolino, 
Russ Hutchins (accepting for Karrie 
Hutchin) and Dan Stephens. Also 
inducted were Paul Rickards, Mike 
Ingram, Jim Kerr and Alan Jack. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015 or their representatives 
Include, front row left to right, Liinda 
Myers, Denny Magruder, Sherri Kellas 
(accepting for the late George Kellas 11, 
David 'Ty' Fleming and Rod Johnson; 
second row, Dorothy Powell (accepting 
for the late Duane Powell), Pat Grnetjens 
(accepting for the late Sam 'Buzz' 
Berry), John Spence (accepting for the 
late Paul Rickards) and MIies Witchey 
(accepting for the late Clyde Eads); third 
row, Gene 'Beef' Lamone, Rick Nau, 
Ed Pastilong and Rudy Jovlcic; fourth 
row, Janis TrupoYnieks, Kelly S,vierkos 
and Jamie Taylor; back row, Dr. Diana 
Vargo (accepting for Mike McLeod), 
Brittany Hocker, Ted Talkington and 
Paul Hoowr. 



The OVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates 

Oglebay Park 
as the De,iny Magruder o b 

Distinguished Service Award _JSJj e a~ 
recipient for 2016 0 =1-

Oglebay and the lVheeling Park Commisson have permitted use of its facilities including the 
golf courses, tennis 'bubble' and banquet rooms for various conference events. 

,~'MJt', 
Past winners of the award: ~ ~,d'.~ 

Denny Magntder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011), Ca,penters Local \~l .. ? .' 
#3 of Wheeling (2012). Judge Frank Fregiato (2013), WesBanco ~ __.7 ~ 

Maintenance Staff (2014), Ohio University Eastern (2015) Jf/JtJ9'ff}J 

i,;-VAlt" 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference C11m~:t.~ 

Hall of Fame Committe is seeking ~~-~;; 
nominations for future consideration ,JU_F

7 

for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Individuals are selected in vm·ious categories (OVAC 'Family', 
OVAC 'Cont1ibutor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To non1inate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fmne Committee, 
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplish1nents 

(statistics, all-stm· honors, etc.), but college/professional info1mation is also requested. 

The 14th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 19, 2017 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W Va. 
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MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. :MINI!VIU!VI ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools count in totalsz 
Wins/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport. 
BASEBALL: 250 wins 
BASKETBALL: 250 wins 
CHEERING: 5 OVAC titles 
CROSS COUNTRY: 5 OVAC titles 
FOOTBALL: 125 wins 
GOLF: 5 OVAC titles 
SOCCER: 125 wins 
SOFTBALL: 250 wins 
SWIMMING: 5 OVAC titles 
TENNIS: 5 OVAC titles 
TRACK: 5 OVAC titles 
VOLLEYBALL: 250 wins 
WRESTLING: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 
2. !VHNIMU!Vl ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 
3. MINIMUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE!VIENTS FOR !VIEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 
4. !VIINIMU!VI ELIGIBILITY REQUIREIWENTS FOR OVAC FA!VIILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 
5. MINI!VIUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE!VIENTS FOR CONFERENCE CONTRIBUTORS 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the high school/college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 
6. !VUNI!VIUM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school IO years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State champion teams 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
~ Embarks on 74th Year fG 
~~~~ ~~j~~ 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra­
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 52 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 10,000 athletes 
in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Barnesville 
Beallsville 
Beaver Local 
Bellaire 
Bishop Donahue 
Bridgeport 
Brooke 
Buckeye Local 
Buckeye Trail 
Caldwell 
Cambridge 
Cameron 
Clay-Battelle 
Conotton Valley 
East Liverpool 
East Richland Christian 
Edison 

Fort Frye 
Frontier 
Harrison Central 
Hundred 
Indian Creek 
John Marshall 
Linsly 
Magnolia 
Martins Ferry 
Meadowbrook 
Monroe Central 
Morgantown 
Oak Glen 
Paden City 
Parkersburg South 
River 
Shadyside 
Shenandoah 
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Southe111 Local 
St. Clairsville 
St. John Central 
Steubenville 
Steubenville Catholic Central 
Toronto 
Trinity Christian 
Tyler Consolidated 
Union Local 
University 
Valley 
Warren Local 
Weir 
Weirton Madonna 
Wellsville 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Wheeling Park 



OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2016 
Bob Koch 

Bob Koch (John Marshall High School, Class of 1971). Back. in 2009 when he retired from Cameron High School, 
Koch offered a telling quote: "My goal has always been to leave this a better place than it wus when I found it.'' 

In Koch's case, everywhere he's been and everyone he's known has been better for it ... and that certainly includes every 
comer of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 

His associntion with the conference dates back to 1981 when began helping with the hand<;~on cnlculations of the scores 
al the OVAC Ron rvlauck Wrestling Tournament, a role he filled for the next 30 years until the resuhs were computerized. 
At that point, he continued to assist by working the bullpen area. He received the OVAC Tournament Service Award in 
1998 and the OVAC Tournament Director's Award in 2014. 

Koch has been on the OVAC E,ecutive Board - the governing body of the bi-state conference - since 1989, first a'> the 
Class A representative and then a.'> the Game Director of the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

It's in that role-one he assumed in 2001 - thnt he hns shined nbove nil others due to the vast undertaking of the event 
from the selection of coaches and players. coordinating the week-long camp which is currently at Bethany College to all 
of the game-related activities which take place the week of the game. 

Respected for his opinions and his knowledge of the histot)' of the conference, Koch has also been a member of the 
OVAC Hall of Fame Comminee and the OVAC Mmeum Comminee for several vears. 

Koch graduated from West Virginia University and later obtained his m:tster's Je'gree in math education there. He spent 
Bob Koch 

one year at Martins Ferry High before moving on to Cameron \Vhere he began a 33-year career as a math teacher. He assumed the role of athletic director 
in 1989 and spent the next 20 years guiding the Dmgons' nthletic programs to countless successes and facilities upgrades before retiring in 2009. Koch also 
spent several years as an assistant wrestling coach at CHS under the highly-successful Jim Potts. 

He served a'i co-chainnan of the Friends of Cameron Football event for six years, and was a special honoree of that group in 2015 for his contributions . 

. [ohn Nese 
John Nese (Eu.st Pittsburgh High School, Class of 1956). Teacher. .. coach .... official ... broadca'iter. He ·s done them all. 
While spending 54 years in the education field, Nese coached boys/girls basketball rsml bnseball: followed that up with 

a fine officiatin!l career and all the while worked as a radio broadcaster. 
In ba,ketball,~he began his coaching career at Follansbee St. Anthony (1960-61), winning the W. Va. Cla,s B Slate 

Catholic Championship with a 17-5 record. After two years ( 1961-63) a'i an assistant at East Pittsburgh High - his alma 
mater - he came to Steubenville Catholic Central where he coached the boys' team 10 years ( 1963-73) with a 121-87 
record: three se-ctional titles, three district titles and one OVAC championship ( 1973) when his squad compiled a 22-2 
overall record - the best in school hislOf)' - led by fellow Hall of Fnmer Jim Woo<l. 

He later returned to the hardwood as the Steubenville Catholic girls' coach ( 1987-90), JXlSting a 56--10 record with two 
se-ctional titles; t\V0 OVAC crowns ( 1988 and '89) and the school's best record (21-2 in '89). 

He closed out his hoops' coaching with the Indian Creek junior high girls' team ( 1995-2007) where he won an addi­
tional 116 games against 40 losses. 

'-~-...:.1..L..t:JIL...:.-'---"'--' He was named Coach of the Year multiple times in the Eastern District and District 5 and wa, .selec!ed as the co----coach 
.John Nese of the United States All-Stars for the 1973 Dapper Dan Roundball Classic in Pitt,;;burgh. 

In baseball, Nese coached Steubenville Catholic from 1963-75 with a sparkling 197-77 record. His teams won seven 
sectionals, five districts nnd one regional, finishing ns the state nmner-up to Shaker Heights in 1965. His 1974 squad lX)Sted n school-best 2-.J.-4 overall mark. 

After retiring from coaching, Nese wanted to remain close to high school athletics and became a ba.c;eball/softball umpire. He was a respected mem­
ber of that pmfession as well, and was honored to work in IO consecutive OHSAA State Softball Tournaments. He also served ns an instrnctor with the 
Steubenville Umpires Associarion.Nese also had a 30-plus year career <L'> a WSTV radio play-by-play announcer and color commentator, working countless 
football, basketball and American Legion ba,eball games. 

This marks Nese's sixth Hall of Fame selection. He ·s also in the Ohio High School Baseball Coaches Association ( 1981 ), the East Boros Chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame ( 1986); the OHSAA OffiClals Hall of Fame (1996); the District 5 Basketbnll Coaches Association Hall of Fame (2006); 
and the Franciscan University Hall of Fame (2008). 

At Ea'>t Pitt'>burgh (Pa.) Hi!!h, Nese was a three-year lettemmn and co-captain of the Cla'>s B Pennsylvania slate runner-up. He gradualed from the College 
of Steubenville in 1960 where he wns a four-year letterman nnd a member of the No. I-ranked small college basketball team (1957-58) and team co-captain 
as a senior. He obtained his ma,ter's degree from the University of Dayton in I 974 . 

. Timmy Mountai11 
• 

James A. "Jimmy" Mountain (SL John Central High School, Class of 193 I). You might say he ''looked down 
from the mountain" as far as Ohio Valley journalists were concerned. 

Mountain chronicled the events of the area - both in and out of the athletic realm - with particular emphasis on 
the Bellaire area, but he ,vas well-known up nnd down the river for his writing style of accentuating the positive 
as well as his legendary entertaining and informative columns during nearly a half century, 

A !\Vo-sport athlete (football and basketball) at St. John's, he began his journalistic career right out of high school 
working for Greater Wheeling Home Talk and the Martins Ferry Daily Times. He served as Sports Editor for what 
became The Times Leader until he wns called into military service in 19-.J.l during World War II, aml upon his 
return he began a lengthy tenure as head of the Bellaire Bureau of that newspaper. 

Ahhough his primnry focus shifted to news, he continued to cover sporting events and was n fixture at Nelson Fiek.l 
football games involving both Bellaire and St. John Central under media legends Bill Van Horne nnd Cal Pokas. 

An amateur boxer and a talented softball pitcher, Mountain had a life-long passion for American history. He was 
a member of Sigma Delta Chi - journalism's honorary fraternity - and received several honors including the first 
Man of the Year from the Bellaire Lodge 310 Chechoslovak Society of Americn; the Citizen of the Year from the Jimmy Mountain 
Bellaire Fraternal Order of Police Associates: and was tabbed an honnraf)' graduate- of Bellaire High School and 
was selected for that school's Wall of Fame. He also s.erved as Cferk of Council for the City of Bellaire. He passed away on July 24, 1988 at the 
age of 74. 
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Stan Blankenship 
Stan Blaukenship (Nicho\ns County High School, Class of 1968). He put together a resume unrivaled by anyone 

in the girls' basketball coaching ranks. compiling a record of 542-240 during a career that began in 1979 and con­
tinued until his retirement in 2011. Those lofty numbers mnke him the all-time winningest coach in girls' hoops in 
both the Ohio Valley and the entire stale of West Virginia. 

Blankenship·s Lady Monarchs reached the pinnacle in 1982 when they won the West Virginia Class AAA State 
Championship with AII-American/OVAC Hall of Famer Amy Gamble as the star player. 

He also led Hv!HS to West Virginia Class AAA runner-up finishes in 1992 and 1994. Under his guidance, HvlHS 
won 18 sectional titles and nine regional crowns. 

The Lady Monnrchs nlsu won nine OVAC clrnmpionships under Blnnkenship's watch ( 1981. '82, '83, '84, '85, 
'91, '9-t-, 2000, 2002). The five straight titles from 1981-85 marks the longest consecutive string of girls' conference 
crowns recorded to dnte. 

Blankenship saw significant changes in high school hoops during his coaching career including the institution of 
the three-point line; the use of a smaller basketball and the move of girls' basketball in West Virginia from fall to 
winter. He coached an amazing .. H) players who went on to play college basketball after graduating from JMHS. 

He also coached in the OVAC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Classic several times and received the OVACs 
Richard Suffield Girls' Basketball Coaches Award in 2005. 

Blankenship move to the urea from Nicholas County where he was a multi-spon standout in high school. 

Stan Blankenship 

Thal continued at the collegiate level when he attended West Virginia Wesleyan College, graduating in 1973 after amassing an unheard-of 13 
varsity letters (four in track, four in cross country, four in basketball and one in football). 

Not surprisingly, he was inducted into the West Virginia Wesleynn Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012. 

Dave Linn 
Dm•e Lim, (Zane Trace High School, Class of 1971 ). Linn made his murk ns the Buckeye Trail High girls' bas­

ketball coach for u decade ( 1976-86), including nm amazing four-year run of appearances in the OHSAA Stnte 
Tournament ( 1978-81). 

Trail's 1978 squad posted a 22-1 overall record, defeating Smithville (41-38) in the Class A state semifinals before 
falling to Ada (51-39) in the championship game. 

The 1979 team reached the pinnacle, defeating Fort Loramie (56-38) in the state semifinals and then downing 
Holgate (51-32) in the Class A championship game to complete a 23-2 record senson. 

The Lady Warriors weren't finished, returning to the "Final Four" in 1980 where the beat Ponsmouth Clay (59-
4-J.) in the semifinals before falling to ~fansfield St. Peter·s (61-57 in over1ime) in the title game for a final 26-1 
record; and then making ii back to the championship game again in 1981, topping Edgerton (71-58) in the semis 

~ and losing another heartbreaker (54-52) to Anna in the finals for a 23-----+ final record. 
During his 10 years as the Trail girls' couch, he compiled an impressive 211-37 record, an 85 percent victory ratio. 

Trail also won the OVAC Class A girls' chnmpionship in 1984 under Linn. 
After some time off, he had a 12-year run as the Trail boys' coach ( 1999-2010), amassing I 19 wins including three 

or four sectional championships and a district title/regionnl appearance in 2009. Linn-coached boys' teams won the 
Dave Linn Pioneer Valley Conference title outright in 2005 and shared the crown with Frontier and Shenandoah in 2010. The 

2005 team also won the OVAC Class 2-A crown. 
During his career, Linn was selected "Coach of the Year" at various times in the Eastern District and District 12 and he was selected to coach in 

1he OHSBCA Nonh-South All-Star Game in 1982. 
A char1er member of the East Guernsey/Buckeye Trail Athletic Hall of Fame in I 996, he's served as the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association 

Secretary/Treasurer and as the Pepsi/District 12 All-Star Game Director for many years. A graduate of Rio Grande College. he was District 12's 
selection for the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Associa1ion Hall of Honor in 2013 and was induc!ed into the District 12 Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame in 2015. 

Tom West 
Tom West (rvtannington High School, Class of 1957). When he made the move to to coach and teach at Valley 

High, West did so for the long hnul. 
After four years at Midvie\',' High in Grafton, Ohio, he came to Pine Grove where he became a coaching institu­

tion, guiding the Lumberjacks' football team for a total of 36 year:s over two terms - his first from 1971-2000 and 
then, after a seven-year absence, he returned from 2008-:!013. 

During his 40 years as a head coach, he amassed a record of 242-176-1, including a 223-151 mark at Valley. 
West-coached Valley tenms made the West Virginia Class A playoffs 10 straight years from 1991-200 and fin­

ished us the state nmner-up five times (1993, '94, '95, '96 and '98). His 1993-94-95 teams all went undefeated in 
the regular senson. 

The Lumberjacks won OVAC championships in 1995 and '97 and captured the Mason-Dixon Conference crown 
11 times (1979. 85, 87, 89, 91. 92, 93, 94, 95, 96 and 97) 

West also served ns nn assislilnt basketball coach from 1971-83. 
The football field at VHS is named Tom West Field in his honor. 
West received his bachelor's degree in Etlucution from Fainnont State College in 1961 and his master's degree 

in Administration from Akron University in 1971. 
He began his teaching career in tvlidview in 1961 where he was an assistant basketball and football coach and 

then the head football coach from 1967-70 before taking the job at Valley High. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2016 .~. 
Andv Cross 

• 
Andy Cross (Morganiown High School, Class of 1972). One of the more recognizable officiuls of the Ohio Valley, 

Cross enjoyed a remarkable career calling the action in baseball, bnsketball and later in volleyball. 
His officiating career began as a student at Bethany College when he decided to follow in the footsteps of his 

father who had worked football, basketball and baseball games in the Morgnntown area. with his young son accom­
panying him to many of the events. 

Cross spent 36 years on the baseball diamond. Among the highlights were 13 regional and 13 state tournament 
a~signments in Ohio and 10 regional and 13 state tournaments in West Virginia. He also umpired the Mizuno All­
Star Series in Ohio eight times. The final game of his career came in the 2013 West Virginia State Tournament. 

His basketball officiating spanned 31 yenrs. On the Ohio side, he had 13 regional and three state assignments in 
girls' hoops and seven regional assignments in boys' hoops while in West Virginia, he worked nine regionals and 
three state tournaments for the girls and 12 regionals and two state tournaments for the boys. 

Cross was the 2009 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Daw.son Officials Award presented at the OVAC Samuel A. 
r-.fomley All-Star Basketball Classic and was honored with the District 12 Basketball Coaches Association "Official 
of the Year" award in 1997. 

In the latter stages of his officiating: career, he added volleyball to the mix and worked eight years, including nrnny 
games at the tournament level in both states. 

Andy Cross 

In aJdition to his on-field/court work. Cross also served as president, secretary, interpreter aml class instmctor of the Ohio Valley Board of Baseball 
Umpires and vice-president and interpreter of the Ohio Valley Bonni of Bnsketball Officials. He was also a member of the National Federation of 
Officials (NFOA) in both West Virginia and Ohio, 

Cross was inducted into the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame in 20!0 . 

Jay Handlan 

. [av Handlan 
• 

John "Jay" Hand/an (Triadelphia High School,Class of 1946). He earned 12 varsity letters in five sports for the 
Little Reds during three years - three each in basketball, football and track, two in tennis anJ one in swimming. 

In basketball, the 6-foot-2 forward earned All-City and AII-OVAC largest Class AA and was all-state mention. In 
football, he \Vas a regular end and punter. After high school, he served three years in the U.S. Am1y before enrolling 
at Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Va. 

Competing for W&L in the Southern Conference - then a mnjor college basketball league which included West 
Virginia, Duke, Virginia, etc., and others which broke off and fom1ed the Atlantic Coast Conference - he left his 
mark as one of the all-time most prolific basketball scorers in major college hislOI)'. 

He became only the third major college player to score more than 2,000 career points by capping his 94-game 
career with 15 points against WVU in his final game to reach 2,002. He averaged 21.6 points for his career. 

As a junior, he averaged 26.2 points to nose out WVU All-American r-.fark Workman for seconJ place nationally. 
He also led the nation in free throw shooting (86171,) and set an NCAA recorJ with 18-for-18 against Virginia. He 
also scored a school, and Southern Conference, record with 66 points (49 in the first half) - then the third highest­
ever major college mark - against Funnan. In that game, he took 71 goal attempts (making 30), which remains 

the oldest Division I NCAA record on the books. 
Handlan earned Helms Foundation All-America as a junior and was twice All-Southern Conference.As a senior, he also 

became a kicker/punter for the footbnll team and was offered a ll)'OUt with the Clevelnnd Browns. He also lettered in track. 
He was drafted by the NBA Indianapolis Olympians. but opted to play in the National Industrial Basketball League with the Akron Goodyear 

Wingfoots. He played four years and was an NIBLAII-Star in 1954. 
In 2015. he was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame. 

Eddie Becker 
Eddie Becker (Wheeling High School, Class of 1950). A four-year Wildcat basketball player, he was 

the most highly honored player on two teams which played in \Vest Virginia Slate Championship games 
in the large-school Class A. As a junior. the 'Cats finished state runner-up to Faim10nt Senior. As a 
senior, \Vheeling capped a 25-0 record season under OVAC Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman \vith 
the last of five titles and a state finals' win over Elkins, 53-50. 

Becker, a two-time All-State Tournament pick, earned first team all-class All-State as a senior as well 
as All-OVAC largest Clnss A and All-City honors. He averaged 16.1 points as a junior and led the 'Cats 
as a senior with more than 20 points a game - rare for that era. He scored 20 or more points seven 
times with a high of 29 as Wheeling averaged 64 points per game. He also played football. 

Recruited by West Virginia U .. he left his mark on the \VVU record books. The 6-foot forward led 
the freshman team in scoring with a 25-point gait. The dead-eye jump-shooter lettered three times on 
the varsity and ended a 75-game career with 1.127 points ( 15 ppg) - the second most in school his­
tory at the time. He averaged 18.7 as a senior when he was team MVP. He also earned All-Southern 
Conference second team and was selected to the All-SC Tournament team. 

At the time he graduated, he was one of 19 players listed on the All-Time WVU Team charts. 
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Neil Habig 
Neil Habig (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1954). An honored high school and college football player, 

he competed longer in major pro football thun any r-..foroon Knight in history. 
As a prep senior, the ~fartins Ferry native earned first team all-star honors on every eligible selection - All­

Valley "Big School", AII-OVAC Inrgest Class AA, nmJ the five-school All-City teum. R,ued the "best defensive 
end" in OV by coaches who selected All-Valley. the two-,vay end and punter was the top blocker on a nm-oriented 
team nnd landed four touchdown passes. 

The 6-foot, 190-pounder helped the Maroon Knights win their first-ever OVAC Class AA (largest class at the 
time) title. with an 8-1 recon.l. The lone loss was 13-7 10 10-0 record Benwood Union, the OVAC Class A drnmpion 
which finished as the state nmner-up. 

He earned a scholarship to Purdue University where he played both ways but was converted, on offense, from 
end to center. A three-year lettemrnn and two-year starter at center-linebacker-defensive end, he \Vas selected as 
team tv1VP as a senior on a roster which had 13 Ohio Valley products including OVAC Hall of Fame honorees Nick 
Mumley and Kenny ~"likes. 

Habig. a second team All-Big Ten Conference selection, played in the Senior Bowl All-Star game. He was drafted 
by the Green Bay Packers. bill opted for the Canadinn Football League. Neil Habig 

He played seven seasons t 1958-64) as a cenler-linebacker with the Saskatchewan Roughriders and was a rJomi-
nant player at his position. He was a CFL All-Star center in 1962, the first year this honor was awarded, and a Western Conference All-Star six 
times. As a linebacker, he was noted for his pass coverage and had 10 pass interceptions including six in 1963. 

Rob Munn 
Rob ,\Imm (BrirJgeport High School, Class of 1966). The three-sport s1andot11 helperJ the Bulldogs rewn.l their 

best combined football/basketball school year in history. 
In football, the team captain and quarterback-defensive back led the first perfect record (9-0) in school history. 

Coached by Joe Ault, the Bulldogs captured the OVAC Class AA title and were ranked No. 5 in the final Ohio Class 
A poll by United Press lntemationnl. Bridgeport capped the perfect season with 11 22-11 win al rival Martins FeTT)' 
for only the third win in 45 series games vs. the Purple Riders. 

In basketball, the two-year lenm captain anchored the school's first-ever unbeaten regular season team (18-
0) which captured an OVAC Class AA title and was ranked No. I in the Ohio Class A poll by United Press 
International. Coached by OVAC Hall of Famer Frank Baxter, the Bulldogs scored more Lhan lOO points in five 
games and won sectional and district crowns before falling to Dalton, 71-70, in the Canton Regional to finish at 
24-1. 

The 6-foot-l, 175-pound forward averaged 2-LI points and 12 rebounds a game as a senior after sporting a 
20-point nonn as a junior. 

The senior was runner-up for Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year to Kerry Myers of Celina and earned first team 
Rob I\rlunn All-Ohio from UPI and third team from The Associated Press. He also was twice an AII-OVAC selection and an 

All-District honoree in Eastern Ohio, 
Munn was also a pitcher-infielder on the Bulldogs' baseball tenm. 

The 2010 Bridgeport High Hall of Fame inductee earned a basketball scholarship to tvfarshall University where he was a three-year varsity player 
after averaging 9.4 points and shooting 46.8 percent from the floor on the freshman team. 

Ben Wilev 
• 

Ben Wiley (Powhatan High School, Class of 1963). He led his team to the school's best-ever basketball season 
(20-1) and only unbeaten (18-0) regular season in school history. 

The 5-foot-9, 150-pound guard was a four-year player who scored nearly 1500 career points for the Indians. As a 
senior, he averaged 28.8 points a game and was named Ohio UPI Class A Player of the Year for the team coached 
by Lou Blumllng, Inter a head coach of the Wheeling fronmen pro football team. Wiley was n two-time All-OVAC 
Clnss A choice and tabbed co-cap1ain ns a senior and captain as a junior. The two-time All-District honoree also 
was a first team All-Ohio choice by both The Associated Press and United Press lntemationnl as a senior. 

In 1963, the Indians shnred the OVAC Class A crown with Paden City and ended with a 20-1 record after bmving 
to Strasburg, 73-61 in the Class A District Tournament. 

In baseball, he was a senior regulnr on the second Indians' team 10 win an Ohio title. The Indians advanced to 
the regional tournament all four years (1960-63) during Wiley's career. The 1963 team, coached by Frank Bland, 
capped a 15-2 record season by winning the Ohio Class A crown \Vith a 3-0 championship gnme win over Dublin 
after downing Spencerville, 2-1, in the semifinals. 

Wiley. a senior class president and honor student, atlended Gannon College in Erie, Pa., and played basketball for 
four yenrs. The playmaker nveraged 10.6 points as II senior with a high game of 28 points. He scored 896 points Ben Wiley 
in his career and was inducted into the Gannon Sports Hall of Fame in 1986. 

After graduation. he remained in the Erie nrea nnd became n ciYic learJer who was recognized multiple times including the naming of a public 
building after him. He died in 2004.. 
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Saturday, August 13, 2016 

Welcome .......................................... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

lnvocation ................................................................................. Pastor David Demarest, 
Rock Hill Presbyterian Church 

Dinner ............................................................................................................................ . 

lntroductions ................................... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies .............. John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC ............................................................. Dick Larkins, Ron Martin 
Amie Marks Carmell, Ray Montgomery, Pete Zinaich 

Distinguished Service Award ................................................................. Oglebay Park 

2016 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Bob Koch ........................................................................................................................ . 

OVAC 'Contributor' 
John Nese ....................................................................................................................... . 

Media 
Jimmy Mountain .............................................................................................................. . 

Coaches 
Stan Blankenship ............................................................................................................ . 

Dave Linn ........................................................................................................................ . 

Tom West. ....................................................................................................................... . 
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Induction Ceremony 
,,,..,,..---~ 

1U <D, $ <le ,, 

WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va. 
~~~=-iY 

Official 
Andy Cross .................................................................................................................... . 

Athletes 
John 'Jay' Handlan .......................................................................................................... . 

Eddie Becker. ................................................................................................................. . 

Neil Habig ...................................................................................................................... . 

Rob Munn ...................................................................................................................... . 

Ben Wiley ....................................................................................................................... . 

Jim Wood ....................................................................................................................... . 

Jim Woofter .................................................................................................................... . 

Kim Augur. ..................................................................................................................... . 

Dave Delande ................................................................................................................. . 

Jodi Bates-Starr. ........................................................................................................... . 

Matt Powell. .................................................................................................................... . 

Zach Amedro .................................................................................................................. . 

KacieVavrek ................................................................................................................... . 

Benediction ............................................................................... Pastor David Demarest, 
Rock Hill Presbyterian Church 
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.Tim Wood 
Jim Wood (Steubenville Catholic Central High School. Class of 1973). This Crusader was one of the most domi­

nant basketball big men in the OVAC during the early 1970s. The talented 6-foot, 9-inch post help to carry Catholic 
Central 10 its first OYAC hoop crown. turning the trick in 1973 in Class AAA - the lnrgest classification at that 
time. ll1e Crusaders went 22-2 that season, winning sectional and district titles along the way. 

He averaged 20 points and 15 rebounds a game as a senior. Those numbers, combined with the team's success, 
earned him first-team all-Ohio UPI and second-team AP all-state accolades to go with all-Eastern District plaudits. 

He was named first-team all-OVAC as a junior and senior. named a co-.-captain in 1973. In addition, one Florida 
newspaper tabbed him as honorable mention AII-Americnn as u senior. 

Wood was also a two-year letterman in baseball for Catholic Central. 
His superb hardwood exploits earned him a scholarship to Georgia Tech, where he became a four-year regular 

at center and was the team's leading scorer his first three years (I I .I, 15,0 and 14.7) and second on the team as a 
senior (14.1 ). He also led the team in rebounds two years. His career totals included 1,459 points and 740 rebounds. 

Wood was inducted into the Georgia Tech Hall of Fame in 1985. just eight years after earning his degree from the 
school. After his collegiate career. Wood played basketball in South America for 12 years. 

The Steubenville Catholic Central Hall of Farner still resides in the Ohio Valley and is an OVAC basketball 
official. 

.Tim Woofter u 

Jim Wood 

Jim Woofter (Oak Glen High School. Class of 1973 ). He earned the honor of becoming the first 
Golden Bear athlete to attain All-American honors. earning those plaudits for his grid greatness at line­
backer, center and fullback. 

The 6-2, 225-pounder was a two-time first-team all-state, all-OVAC and all-Valley honoree. As a 
senior, he was captain of the all-Valley '"Big School" defensive team and runner-up for the Hunt Award, 
emblematic of the state's top lineman. 

As a senior, he recorded 126 tackles, 49 assists, five fumble recoveries and forced six fumbles in help­
ing the Golden Bears to a 7-3 record. The tenacious defender registered 86 solo tackles, 46 assists, eight 
tackles for losses, three fumble recoveries an<l four interceptions as a junior. 

Woofter's sparkling football exploits earned him All-American honors from Coach & Athlete and 
Scholastfr· Coach nrngazines. 

Jim Woo_f_t"e'--r'-'-.J His prep football success attracted recruiters from all the major schools, and Woofter opted for the 
University of Tennessee. It proved to be a good choice as he was a three-year lettennan and two-year 
starter at defensive tackle for the Volunteers. 

His athletic success was not limited to just the gridiron. As a senior, he was state shot put champion at Oak Glen with a 52-foot, 
7-inch effort, and he also won the OVAC Class AAA shot put crown. Woofter was also a force in wrestling. He was the OVAC 
runner-up at heavy\veight as a senior. 

Kim Augur 
Kim Augur (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1983). Her most impressive claim to fame is win­

ning the OHSAA Class AAA 400-meter dnsh state championship as a senior in 54.87 seconds. She 
missed the state record by a mere one-tenth of a second. Later on in that same state meet,Augur claimed 
the silver medal in the 200-meter dash (25.18). 

This Potter track great still holds the Ohio Valley record in the 400 meters at 54.87. She also estab­
lished school records in the I 00 ( 12.3) and 200 (24.56), the latter still ranking as the second-best in 
valley history behind the 24.22 turned in years later Bridgeport's Brittany Hocker, also an OVAC Hall 
of Farner. 

Augur is also a member of the Potters' school-record 4x400-meter relay team which turned in a 4: 11.1 
clocking during her junior campaign. 

Her achievements earned her a track scholarship to The Ohio State University. 
Augur was no one-sport wonder. She \vas also a talented basketball player for East Liverpool, earning 

first-team all-OVAC honors as a junior and senior. 
Augur was inducted into the East Liverpool High Athletic Hall of Fame In 1990. 
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Dave Delande 
Dare Dc/ande (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1982). This wrestling greal Jistinguished himself both on 

the prep and collegiate levels. 
His Red Devils' mat career was nothing short of sensational. He finished with a stellar 136-10-1 record. In the 

process, Delande was a lhree-time OVAC champion. He was nlso the runner-up as a freshman. 
Delande was also a mnner-up at the OHSAA State Wrestling Championships as 132-pound junior and he plflced 

fifth at 138 pounds as a senior. 
He continued his wrestling greatness at West Liberty under the nurturing of legendary conch Vince rv1onsenu. 
Delande was a three-time NATA All-American for the Hilltoppers, achieving the feat in three different weight 

divisions. He was seventh at 142, fourth at 150 and national nmner~up at 158. 
His four-year WL record was a sparkling 96-23. 
He still ranks in the top 10 in eight Hilltopper all-time mat records: falls, shutouts. 2-poinl near falls, 3-point near 

falls, reversals, team points, wins and best winning percentnge. 
Just as impressively. Delande also was the Hilltopper wrestling program's first Acudemic All-American, earning 

back-to-back acndemic laurels In 1985 and 1986. He was also three-time team captain. 
He was inducted into the West Liberty University Athletic Hall of Fame in 2010. After gaining his West Liberty 

diploma. he became a CPA. 

,Todi Bates Starr 

','\~,,· 

Dave Delande 

Jodi Bates Starr (lvleadowbrook High School, Class nf 1999). Speed to bum. Tlwt's e.\actly what this fom1er Colt 
possessed as it pertained to track nnd field. 

A standout sprinter for the Colts, Bates shined in the 100- and 200-meter dashes, winning 10 state medals during 
her career. 

Bates burst onto scene in a big way as a freshman. pl.icing second in both !he 100 (l2.32) and :mo (25.12) nt the 
Division II state meet. She JiJn't slow down from there. 

As a sophomore, Bales wnn her first state championship, blazing the Ohio Stadium track to a 2•L87 to capture the 
\\.:. 200-meter <lash. She also finished secnnJ in the 100 ( 12.37) for the second straight season. 

'\ Bates broke through anJ climbed to the top of the state podium in 1he JOO-meter dash as a junior. It wns one of 
1 four medals she claimed in that meet. She won the 100 in 12.22, finished second in the 200 (25.25) anJ ran a leg 

on the fifth-place 4x I 00 (50.81) and eighth place 4x400 squads. 
During her senior campaign. Bates ran consistently unJer the coveted 12-second barrier. She successfully defend­

L----'--~••""'---''-_J ed her 100-meter title (12.10) and anchored the fifth-place 4xl00 (50.33) during the first stale meet at Dayton's 
Welcome Stadium. 

En route to the state competition. Bates won 14 OVAC championships, including four straight 100- and '.200-
meter titles. She also claimed 12 district and 10 regional championships Juring her career, while running n personal 

best time of 11.95, which still stands as rvleaJowbrook's all-time best and is the second-best in Ohio Vallev historv. 
After her prep career, Bales signed to nm at Wheeling Jesuit University. She competed just one season before de~'eloping an injury, which proved 

to be career ending. She attempted a comeback after transferring to Muskingum University, but the injury was simply too much to overcome. 

Jodi Bates Starr 

While on the track is where Bates mnde her mark, she also lettered twice in basketball and was an honorable mention all-league selection. 

Matt Powell 
Matt Powell (Barnesville High School, Class of I 990). This former Shamrocks didn't just score the ball, he filleJ 

it up every night during an impressive four-yearcureer with 2,174 career points (still in the top 30 all-time in Ohio). 
Powell helped lend the Shamrocks to their first trip to !he Ohio Sweet 16 during his senior season in which he 

scored 32 points per game en route to first-team all-Ohio accolaJes by both The Associated Press and United Press 
lntemalional. 

UPI selected him as its Division Ill .<,late player of the year, a worthy honor when you consider he scored 760 
points that season, connected on 60, three-point goals and was 168-of-203 from the foul line. Tirnt senior-year 
explosion followed a junior season in which he scored 621 points and his 4-6 "treys". 

Powell made an immediate impact for the Shamrocks. He scored 282 points as a freshman and then really took 
off, pouring in 510 points as a sophomore. 

His presence is still felt at Barnesville. He owns three of the top four point totals ever recorded at Barnesville. 
His single-game high of 45 rankeU third and his 60 bonus baskets rank second all-time. Powell's career points and 
free throws made (411) are school recorJs. 

Along with being recognized as all-Ohio. Powell played in both the OVAC and the Ohio North-South All-Star 
Games. He was the captain of the all-OVAC Class AAA team, Eastern District Player of the Year, District 12 J\tlatt Powell 
Player of the Year anJ captained the all-Valley Big School team. He was selected to the Dis1rict 12 Basketball 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2010. 

After his prep career. Powell originally went to the Air Force Academy. but transferred back to Rio Grande College and etched his name inln its 
lore. 

He scored 2,367 career points at the college level, which is second in Rio GranJe history to only Bevo Francis. He led Rio Grande to the NAIA 
National Tournament in Tulsa, Oklahoma during his senior season. He wa<; a three-time all-Mid Ohio Conference selection, a two-time all-District 
22 honoree and a NAIA All-American Honorable Mention choice after the 1992-93 campaign. As a senior at Rio Grande, Powell. who 
battled a foot injury during his junior campaign, scored 705 points and served as a co-captain. 
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Zach Amedro 

Zach Amedro (John Marshall High Sclmol, Class of 2005). The Ohio Valley has produced several prolific passers 
in its history. This fom1er Monarch is near the top in every passing category there is. 

As a senior, Amedro finished fourth in the balloting for the Kennedy Award and was a first-team all-stnte selection 
after putting forth one of the most prolific statisticnl seasons in history. He completed I 88-of-289 passes for 2,939 
yards and 33 touchdowns. He also ran for six touchdowns. 

That completed a brilliant three-year stint as quarterback in which he threw for more than 6,000 yards and 53 
touchdowns. He completed 426-of-76 I career passes. 

Along with his state-wide honors, Amedro was named All-OVAC and was the offensive captain of The 
Intelligencer's All-Valley team. In 2002, he ,vas the newspnper's "Sophomore of the Year." 

After originally attending then FCS member Appalachian State, Amedro trnnsferred back to the Ohio Valley and 
had a remarkable career at West Liberty where he twice finished as runner-up for the Harlan Hill Award. which is 
the Division II equivalent to the Heisman Trophy. 

Amedro set Division II pnssing records for yards ( 14.733) and completions (1,079). His thirty 300-yard passing 
gnmes were also the best in Division II history. 

In leading the Hilltoppers to the NCAA Division II playoffs ns a senior, Amedro finished 329-of-485 for 4,058 Zach An1edro 
yards and 38 touchdowns in 10 games. He had a season-high eight touchdowns and 44 complelions. 

During Amedro's junior season, the Hillloppers won the WVJAC title and qualified for the playoffs, avenging 
their only loss with a wild 84-63 victory against Edinboro. 

Amedro was twice named WVIAC "Player of the Year" and was a first-team Division II All-American and second-team Small College All­
American by The Associated Press. 

Kacie Vavrek 
Kacie l'aa1rek (Bellaire High School. Class of 2002). You name the sport and 1his former Big Red shined brightly. 
A four-year letterman in three sports. Vrivrek left her biggest marks on the basketball court and on the track. 
In basketball, Vavrek scored in bunches. She finished her prep career with 1,631 poinls, which at the time of her 

graduation wa'i tops amongst Bellaire females. It's since been broken by her sister, Ashley. 
During her senior sea.son. Vavrek led the nrea in scoring at 23.9 points a game. She was named first-tenm All­

Ohio, All-District 12, All-OVAC, Eastern District "Player of the Year" and finished fourth in the voting for Ohio's 
Ms. Ba.'iketbnll. 

Vavrek took part in both the Ohio North-South Game and the OVAC All-Star Game. She led the South squad 
with 20 points in that contest. 

As a junior, Vavrek scored at an OV-best 22.7 points per game clip. She wns named first-team All-Ohio, All­
Eastern District, All-District 12, All-OVAC and captained the All-Valley team. 

On the track, Vavrek was one of the area's all-time best high hurdlers and high jumpers. Vavrek finished her prep 
career with 10 stute medals. Taking that a step further, she won a trio of state championships. 

Kacie Vavrek After reaching: the state final in the highs as a freshman and sophomore to come up short, Vavrek broke through as 
a junior by winning the state title. She was fourth in the low hurdles and fifth in the high jump that season as well. 

As a senior, Vavrek went double-gold. She defended her high hurdle title and added the lows, which was an event she didn"t compete in often early 
in her career. She was a four-time phlcer in the high jump. Vavrek's personal-best time of 14.53 had been the valley's all-time best. 

Along with her state success. Vrivrek was a four-lime OVAC high hurdle champion. All told, she won or played a role in 11 conference track titles 
and helped the Big Reds claim two team crowns. 

Vavrek was also a standout in volleyball. She was chosen as AII-OVAC and played in both the District 12 and OVAC All-Star Games. 
Vavrek was named the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Female Athlete of the Year for 2002. 
With opportunities to run track or play hoops, Vavrek elected to continue her roundball career at Kent State University. She was a four-year player 

for the Flashes and started in 22 games during her career. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Fonner Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"Arnfonner OVAC coach, lam mrnre of the unique role that tl,;s cmiference plays in the Iii-es of the member schools' s111dent­
athletes. >-Our demonstrated emphasis on sportsma11H•hip and scholars/11/1 are a tribute to your dedicated leadership and is 
rivaled by 110 other high school orga11tatio11 of which lam aware. The 0\½C Hall of Fame is prol'iding an opportunity to 
recognize and honor indfriduals \t'/wse acco111plishmcllts colllinuc to inspire and mot!\'ate today'., athletes. It is both my honor 
and e.\1reme pleasure to play a small part in your cominuing success." 

54 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2016 

Dick 
Larkins 

Amie 
Marks Cormell 

Ron 
Martin 

Ray 
Montgomery 

Pete 
Zinaich 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Dick Larkins (Ea.'it Liverpool High School, Class of 1917). Hcwas a two-sport prep standout before becoming the only Ohio Valley athlete to cam 
three Ohio State lcllcrs in both football and basketball. 

In high school. he was a four-year football lineman and served as lcam cnptain as a senior when he earned All-County honors. He also played I\VO 

varsity years of haskcthall for !he Po11crs. 
At Ohio Stale. he played tackle on three Buckeye teams ( 1918-30) and also was a guard on the OSU ha<;kcthall 1cam for three seasons while earning 

six varsity lcllcrs. 
Alkr grnduation. he served in the Navy before rcluming to OSU in 1933 lo join the athletic and physical educations sta!Ts. [11 I 9..f6, he became Athletic 

Director and served until his retirement in 1971. During his lcnure, he guided one of the most extensive athletic progrnms in the Big IO Conference and 
the country. 1l1c school rnm1ed a recreation and physical activity facility, Larkins Hall, in his honor . 
. Amie Marks Connell (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1994). The most honored female athlete in Lady Vik.ings' history, she earned 12 lclters 
m basketball. tr,u.:k and vollcvhall. 

In baskelhall, r-.farks scored 2.319 poinls in 86 games with season game avem£cs of 26.3, 25.8, 28,5 .:ind 27.9 as a senior. Her career point total ranks 
No. 1 in Ohio Valley history behind char1er OVAC Hall of Farner Stephanie Petho of Bellaire St. John's. • 

Other career totals include 837 rebounds, 576 .::i.ssists, ..f63 steals, 41';''(, field goal and 74;;,c free throw shooting. She cashed 120 of 314 3-point goals. 
Marks earned All-Ohio Ph1yer of the Year Division IV first team honors as a junior and senior and thirrl team as a freshman and sophomore. She was D-IV 

Co---Plnyer of 1he Year :lS a junior and senior with Ashley Bland of Zmesville Rosecrans and W<L'i a four-year Eastern District and Distnct 5 selection rmd Player 
or Co-Player or the Year as a junior and senior. She was a three-time fir.st team All-Valley selection and a four-time All-Inter-Valley Conference choice. 

In track, she was twice an All-Valley selection. She won the Ohio Division Ill higli jump as a junior and placed fiflh as a senior. 
t,..farks earned a hasketball scholarship to A_kron University where she was a four-year leuennan and team co-captain as a senior. 1l1e 5-foot-9 forward/ 

guard scored 853 career poinls, includm~ !ti against nationally No. I ranked and two-lime national champion Tennessee. 
She currently resides in Nor1hlield, Ohm ,md leaches and co.::iches .:it Nordonia High School. 
Ron 1\fartin (Tiffin Columhian High School, Class of 197 I). 1l1e architect or lhe most dominanl cross country program in Ohio Valley and Ohio 

history, he guided Caldwell from 1975-86 10 a dual record or I, 195-186 and 1he first two of a record eight slrniglH Ohm Class A state titles. In 1983, the 
Redskins finished two points behind champion McDonald in the state meet. A year later, Caldwell placed second, one poinl behind Dayton Christian, 
but 1he best was ycl to come. 

In 1985. Martin guided the Redskins to a perfect 136-0 dual record and the school's second stale title. ll1e 1986 team, howe\'er, is regarded a, the 
school's hcst with a 137-0 dual record capped bv a state record low 26 poinis to re~\! as Ohio champion. The Redskins were declared the mythical 
national champion by Cross County r-.fagazinc. Tl1c 1984-86 Caldwell teams were led by three-time Ohio medalist Tony Cama, an OVAC Legends' 
honoree and one of only live slate harriers to win three individual crowns. 

Mar1in left Caldwell afler the hack-lo-hack Ohio crowns and was succeeded by current co;:ich Dugan Hill, who extended the Redskins' state title run 
lo eighl in a row through 1992.. 

Mar1i11. \VIJO also conched at alma maier Tiffin Columbian and Seneca East. also coached in the collegialc ranks at Tiflin University and Heidelberg 
University. He was inducted into the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches Hall of Fame in 1997. 

Ray1 A1011tgo111en1 (War.vood High School, Class of 1926).111e first Viking all-stater in football and basketball later became and all-time great at 
the University of Pittsburgh. He earned one-class All-Stale in foothall ( 1925), as well as All-Valley, and was selected to !he five-player, one-class All­
Stale ( 1926) in haskelhall as he led the second Viking !cam into the state tournament. He also played haseball. 

For his high school, and later college honors, the school fentured his All-America rccmmition \Vilh a large pictorial display in the school for many 
years. 1l1a1 display currcntlv is fca1urcd in the OVAC Museum inside WesBanco Arena. (n a 19o9 series by 1l1e Intelligencer, he \Vas selecled to the 
Eurly ErJ o-uards on an All-Time Ohio Valley Football team haseJ. on staff research and reader ~oiling. 

He enrofied at Pin on a basketball scholarship and lried out for the foothall team afler natmnal Hall of Fame coach Jock Sutherland reportedly 
promised him a trip to the Rose Bowl if he made the team. He did and dropped basketball to concentrate on football. In his three seasons, Pill won 23. 
lost four, had two lies and made two Rose Bowl trips after unbeaten regular seasons (8-0-1 in 1927 and 9-0 in 192.9 when Pitt was crowned national 
champion hy regular season polls.) Pill, however, lost bolh Rose Bowls by 7-6 to Stanford and-t.7-14 lo USC. 

As a senior, he earned consensus first team All-America as a 6-foot-1, I 88-pound guard. ll1e lwo-way standout, also cited for his defense, was labeled 
hy Suther~and.as "the perfect guard" and was hailed as one of the grealcst linemen Pill ever produced. In 1958, he \Vas selected lo rm All-Time Pitt team. 

Pete Zmatcll (Weir High, Class of 1943 ). ll1c most honored player on the firs! OVAC team to claim an "official" \V Va. all-class football champion­
ship. In the pre-playoff era, the \V. Ya. Spor1S Writers Association voted the 19-42. Red Riders, coached by Hall of Fa mer Carl Hamill, the state champion 
Jcspile a 6-3-1 record. Weir was unbeaten (.f-0-1) vs. in-state learns with close losses to ~fassillon and Youngstown Chaney In Ohio and Clair1on, Pa. 
ll1e three-year rcaular fullback-linebacker on leams unbeaten vs. in-stale foes was the Riders' leading rusher as a junior and senior and earned lirst 
tam all-class I I-player All-Stale as a senior. 

Afrer military service, he enrolled at West Virginia UniYersity and became a rare leam captain of two spor1s (football .:ind baseball) as a 1949-50 senior. 
He lellercd four years in foot hall and was a regular as a junior full hack on the 9-3 reconJ team which won the Jan. I. 19-l-9 Sun Bowl with a 2. I~ 12 win 
over Texas Weslem. Afler his senior season, he was drafted hy the San Francisco 49ers in the ninth round as lhe 1151h overall NFL pick but opted for 
an education career. He also was a three-year le1tem1;:in at sl10r1stop on the WVU b,iscball team. 

Aflcr \VVU, he spent his entire leaching/coaching career in Eastern Ohio. He was head football and baseball coach JI Adena High School from 1956-
69. His best foot hall te,im ( 1965) went 9-1 and won the OVAC Class A championship. 
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Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012) 
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Nick Aloi (Class of 2013) 
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011) 
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (Class of 2012) 
Nick Bed way (Class of 2007) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Sam 'Buzz' Berry (Class of 2015) 
David Bertolino (Class of 2014) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Rick Boron (Class of 2011) 
Stan Boroski (Class of 2014) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Chad Brinker (Class of 2014) 
Jim Brown (Class of 2013) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010) 
Bill Brubaker (Class of 2014) 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton ( Class of 2005) 
Burdell 'Jimmy' Carey (Class of 2012) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008) 
Willie Clay (Class of 2011) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011) 
Rick Coles (Class of 2014) 
James Companion (Class of 2014) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Sylvia Crawley (Class of 2013) 
Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis ( Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
C.R. 'Dick' Dei (Class of 2011) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010) 
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011) 
Charles 'Red' Donley (Class of 2012) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008) 
Eddie Drummond (Class of 2014) 
Larry Duck (Class of 2010) 
Clyde Eads (Class of 2015) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge ( Class of 2009) 
Amber Ellison (Class of 2012) 
Mark Emmerling (Class of 2013) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
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John 'Fuzzy' Filliez ( Class of 2005) 
David 'Ty' Fleming (Class of 2015) 
Don Fleming (Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford ( Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford ( Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain (Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio ( Class of 2005) 
Rich 'Hoot' Gibson (Class of 2013) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Class of 2013) 
Gordon Gordon (Class of 2014) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Class of 2006) 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Class of 2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
TJ. Hannig (Class of 2011) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008) 
Art Hehr (Class of 2012) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner ( Class of 2007) 
Brittany Hocker (Class of 2015) 
Paul Hoover (Class of 2015) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
John Howell (Class of 2013) 
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012 
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Karrie Hutchins (Class of 2014) 
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2007) 
Mike Ingram (Class of 2014) 
Alan Jack (Class of 2014) 
Bob Jeter (Class of 2011) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Rod Johnson (Class of 2015) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012) 
Rudy Jovicic (Class of 2015) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
George Kellas (Class of 2015) 
Jim Kerr (Class of 2014) 
Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012) 
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008) 
John Kirker (Class of 2011) 
George Kovalick (Class of 2004) 
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Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley ( Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins (Class of 2007) 
Gene 'Beef' Lamone (Class of 2015) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Larry Marmie (Class of 2013) 
Denny Magruder (Class of 2015) 
Joe Maroon (Class of 2012) 
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011) 
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnanghy (Class of 2007) 
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011) 
Tim McCoy (Class of 2013) 
Mike McLeod (Class of 2015) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Craig Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dick Miller (Class of 2005) 
Pat Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009) 
Harry "Moo" Moore (Class of 2013) 
James '.Junior' Moore (Class of 2014) 
Tim Moxley ( Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004) 
Linda Myers ( Class of 2015) 
Rick Nau (Class of 2015) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Rhonda Noble (Class of 2013) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Ed Pastilong (Class of 2015) 
Lee Patrone ( Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011) 
Bethany Piccolini (Class of 2013) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
.Jim Potts (Class of 2014) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Pott~ (Class of 2004) 
Duane Powell (Class of 2015) 
Peri Powell (Class of 2013) 
Jack Prettyman (Class of 2014) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004) 
Thomas E. Rataiczak (Class of 2013) 
Anthony Recd (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007) 
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Evan Reese (Class of 2004) 
Paul Rickards (Class of 2014) 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Bob Roe (Class of 2014) 
Blaine Rose (Class of 2013) 
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010) 
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011) 
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Mike Smith (Class of 2014) 
.J ef'f Snedegar ( Class of 2006) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012) 
Chris Starr (Class of 2012) 
Jedidiah Stephen (Class of 2013) 
Dan Stephens (Class of 2014) 
.John Stephenson (Class of 2010) 
.Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012) 
.Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Kelly Swicrkos ( Class of 2015) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Ted Talkington (Class of 2015) 
Ben Taylor (Class of 2013) 
Jamie Taylor (Class of 2015) 
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012) 
Bill Thomas ( Class of 2008) 
.Jim Thomas (Class of 20013) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 
Richard 'Dick'Thurncs (Class of20ll) 
Janis Trupovnieks (Class of 2015) 
Agnes Timmons ( Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
Ken Vargo (Class of 2013) 
Sharon Vincent (Class of 20ll) 
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012) 
.John Vrotsos ( Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chuck' Wwatt (Class of 2010) 
Alex Welker (Class of 2012) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Denver Williams (Class of 2012) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams(Class of 2004) 
Harry \Vilson (Class of 2006) 
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011) 
Otis Winston ( Class of 2009) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yakuhowski (Class of 2008) 
Don Zinni (Class of 2013) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Alllo Group 

George Kovalick iOVAC 'Famil_y'J 

\(f.:'.i'!t~~1,~;,:;~~i~,\j/;,~{f,;w;;n J;;~i1i~;:r;:!11;,~~tT,~1~>e;;'11:;;~~:11'.:i~i·; ''1ni::,;;'. 
kr-,Jnp ,n nurneill,l'I h,1lh nt !am~, llllimluw thme at K,:nt St:.te Um1eNt\: 1llf'_0hm 

I:::;::c::11;~~~1i)fa~1~{:i~;;,: 1!{;}.~~',';, ;;;/Jt 751;::, w.;~'211i~~Pffi(1 ~;l-uf1.~,;~es[ L!i)<'rl} 
Kov_ali& wa11ekc!r<l a-; !li,: fiN renpirnt t 1976) of the pl'e11i~:ou, OVAC Wrest!i11µ 

Cnm1mn_ce1 pre1t1~1nu, ··Mr. .\la1 A"ar-J,'" an hnnnr r1•en amrnJ1h In an mcb 1dual !Pr 
rn.:htaild,n~ C'1_ntnfo,wm, m 1h(· '["'ll nl "n:1tlm~. -

KovJJ,[k <l,w:te<l dnm1mm,inp te;mi,; 111 l<¾l1lu!l. b:,1d:dl ~ml \\n>sJ!in~. ,1r bnh the 
intcn:nllcpalc aml rn:er"-· 10b,!1c !rich dunng an ennnnomiJ•'-lU'U'.\\lHl 28-y~,ir 
ni.1chm~ career 

,\m(ing the_athlde,; he !ul»r<'tl 111 li:~h sch<Nal ,,r rnlki;e .;ere all-lime Ohm \'dh•: great> Jnhn !l;,.. Jvek. 

l~!),i~~l~ :_-'~;~;i~~~ii_\;<l tl~~\l;;:ii,°;'.~/;:~~;;I 1!!!t1~;~~l ~.~;;;,~:t'~i~.'~~;;ie~.{;:_:11
11 '/1~'1:)~:~ f;~,t(~-!~ft;;;;:1;;~ 

lnt:,1.:olk~_1me ,\thk:ic Omfrre11ce d1;1mpmr.,h,p te;mh rn \\t•,i !.1bem in hsnli;1IL "re,tlmg ,ind b;11eb;11l 
Kon.lil'k r.nt rn!IY \l>h t>ne nf_ the !rnm<ler, of 1he OV.-\C ~\"1n~1in; Tnum;i.rnent. h1Jt 1m BmJ;;qmN 

rr;:ippler-. "'m th<': fml se,en n>n!en•nce d1;u11p,onclup,. !n 1'h'I. Kmd,d. 1 Bullclot>_ tmtlc lmtmJ h1 
h.,rnmmg the'_ fiN ,dinnl n11h1tl,: the' Cksd;mJ lITTa '>llllC l9-t1_11l \\111 an 0h1" ,1a:e 1,reStlm;; m!e ,rnn•l9-4'.:! 
to 1, man _()!m, ,1a1e ,1re,t!m~ 1,tle _1,nce. !k co,.1rhc'd 1n 11uli1_i,Ju.ll ,i:11t champ1011_1. 

Ko,:a!id.;h 01t1er OV:\C cmd1rnr ,wp, \\ere at .\!.n:mJmllc. Bell,me and Wc,r hirh ,chrn,11. Hi1 )'.!7.1 

;~;!'.~ ).;~~[\,;;;;1~ 11
/ 07¾'hu': ;1:e~1 1

:~;;:; ,~r:~:~1W~;;~'.'tlY~:.;:;/Zi1l1!lJ~;~';:,:lil .f!'~~~l;;'~f\ii~'\
11~~:1:~~i 11 ~;r_im:d 

Be wa, Ot',\C Ba,eball. Dir-ectnr fpr many )nr, am! a.ho JirN·red 1l:.• rnn!c•n~1cf, mat d1.1mp1ombip 

Cal Pokas (Media) 

Cai [',,11.uc dle!l;1srt> Hi:h Srh,.1ll "J; anmkr tia.'1.! 1~ the "P''m ,rn1rn~ pmkwon "hn 
rn! h:, t}C !tr!h tm,kr BIi\ \",m f!nmc ,m,! ,k,ek,pe,! mW '1r1C ,1! !k aria'> \rli<' 11C'-'lhl· 
P<'fU<"lb m lw,m,n_nd11 

!'ob,. ,1ho Jin! 11i'1rnx1. "al emplr,yet! for .m 1e.ir, at nw Times Lcmfrr. mdmiin; 

~~l~;t,'.j',%\~.1: l-~,':i~1~':;,21
~
1
1'1:1\~;t~~c~\x :1~;~~: ;;J~i~h'/1~,1 {,~;t(_·;;: rt:;,:; t ~~;;'~i~::~ 

t'--t:';e,;i~e;'/;; \i::/;;;~-1:~:1:;~~} ,\~~:~t;h:'.,1'S/~:; '!~~:1(l~li~r::l~~,;~~ ft,;";~1~,1,W. h:;,~: ~i.~; 
th:i1_i1w1, nt lht '-<H:alb.! m,rn1r '!Nlltl <ud1 a, rnh>·<·,mmr;, tnrk an<l ;,.,1re1lull, 
n_>ce1,ed ihe,r ,bnc nf_rn,rratr 111 h< rn'1,·,rapcr. . ' • 

Pnla, ,-.1, rkcpl,- ml_t•rrs!l:d m 1he_()\·,;c 1lm>1id1nm lm rnn·er and he de,med mud1 
o! hi>_ ,pa.T tmw m 1nvrng 1m u1mmmer., _for !lie Ru<ly ~!iimky Cham\ F,~11ball ,\l!-Srnr C!a"1c. ;!long ,wh 
c,mip1lmg ,1,mding, fur1he 1,~1tball ,ind ]);hl~llM!! ch,rmp,.%h1p race<,. Ire n!"' "'n,•t! nn a n1-•,lia rdJnr,n.,(11111-
msitee tor 1he b1-,w:e kJ~\:e 

Poka, !ml a trrm a1 prl"Csid<'ni d 1n,, Ohi,1 Prep S1~,m Wriwr,.A,,o,-iatirm.and 11:11 rnmmi,,i<>na nftlw Ohio 

;~ar~~il )'.:~11i~';;~~~;.:i,t,~~nJ~h~1 ·s1}t/:;(;~~~~1t \~'.:~W~G:1~~i'c:~1~~;,_t;ee1::1\1~/{i1~ :t\!;~: ~Ii~~~!; 5~1::~~,~: 
,h'-<ic1'11mn; and hll0.J a sea1 nn 1he \larim1 Fern ()qt Sen:ce Gm:,m,1ion lm 32 \f;Jrl mml Im death 

Pnb< hnnrn, '-Crt: numrn,u1. In (W,O he \,a, p1e'-1:n!~d J Comrn:mn:- Scn,,:e A";ml [n \"mird l'res.1 
lmrn,amm;d. The Ohm f'n:p 5p;H1, \h1rer, Aw,;1:itmn ,1.m1d lmn Spnm \\ nter >11 the fr.ix m 11)76 and he ,;,1, 
~nm a Dh!m~m1htd Sen1ce AwJ.fll Imm the Ohm A1,ncannn ,,nr:Kk am( fidS arnl Cm,, Ciuam C>.1d1t,. 

;,r f~1~;a!1~e'.i~\e-~~:;,
1~~R~~'.: ,'.:T}J~J7(·~~;~!f~ i\f;n"g;';~~\,t:;J t,,}:/:!15R ::::.;;;i::/1~ 1t~ (~·~('.'!\~!;'.'.\ 

\'~lky f,mtb~ll Coad1~, A,1nc'1Jl1na; 0/uo [lc1'-<'b.Jll f!.11! »1 Fame: and he 10,i, lmnon·d to\'<.' pre,rmrd Ilic" fiN 
S1~11Nnan<.h1p Etha:, am.! !m~rnl\ _Aw:1rJ !ur !k Es:11rn1 D_11UK! tmiTI the OJ.ISA,\. l'_ol;:, ;q, .'l .. ~1, . .\l~t'' 
a,1,ml honorc'!) at the O\AC \\'1~sH111~ foum;unem. atfln~ ,111h km~ ,drc1ct! tor l1cl!a1rr Hid1 Srh<x;I·, \\,ii] 
of Lune. _!le \\JI n;untd JI tht [!<1m>r:il"}· lldnee for the \\'h~ding PiirL Tr;Kl CLH>C 1ii:,-~ehe° of ,,m:nbu1inm 
!<lOb:n \,1!k:; j<>lllh. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 
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A. \Vilson l\'lurray tOllicialJ 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
(Athlclc - 1970s) 

,Ui1d1 ffmwah.f (S~J>ue- f!i~IJ Sd"'-'L Ct-:,, nf !%:'il \\JI the epi\nm,· nl ~ """"'' m 
hi;h 1ch,.,J ," lhf' !>l<Hport. four•}l'J.r kurnn:m ,p,irll"li 1hf' llll} G,1hk11 )Ll" ls t<> (he 
%\k t<11m1,m1cn1 m hith t,a,lc1haU un,J Wsd,;i.!l 

[11 b.a1ke1batL Sky,m: ma,k !lw O!lS,\A ,\ale !omnJmrn1 ;n !fannah, • junior Jntl ,en· 
i"r ,e;;i-,,m,. fim,hm~ ;t\ th,: Cbss A nm~,·r-1,p m l':1!{.+-H5 lk sta\ ,eb·le.l first tmm 
:\!!-Ohm a, J 1.enirir ;m<l ,enmJ 11:'am a1 ~ iuni"r ,mU v.11 a 1,1,Hime fi,-.,1 ttam ,\II­
E;i11em Di,nid,All-OVAC smtl All-Virn,eer Valley C,mfrrrn<'c' honnxe. lfr ,iho p.irtic-

inf:~a~ ~~:~~~~1 ~1~1~'.,\~:~11;~!1;,~\~\~,1j~~;;1;,_,11,mm~ a ,emnr ,~,Nm "h<:1r !he 5-

rO J;a<dMiL the nmst<1rnt-h!11ing ,mU ,:1re'-twmkd ,h,,,111np hd/x~l 1lw !Lt"l1 t., the 
Oh11> Cb",\ ,t,lk" d1amp,,,n,hi1' ;,, J ,en"1r{ 1')851 ~, "dt a\ tbe )\"AC anJ l'\'C ntlc,. l le e:mwJ fir,t rcJ1n 
A!I-Ohio.All-Ll,1cm DiltricLAll-0\"AC Jml AE-P\"C bonor, Jml w,h ,eb:!td for lht Ohin Baod¾lil AII-Skr 
Seri~, 

lk ai'-<> fft'fi>etl ,\!1-EJ\\w, Di,1rio. ,\!1-0\-A( 
arnJ. pni<lf \ 19/W) srn1on<, 

;1d~~~~-~.l\~f~;:~(~l\a,~lt.t:~,;;c1 c:;i!~i;:.,.: ;,.:,,·,: .... ,: ·,;;:,: .• : :s: .. :· 
\b) nan.l l\t\1 6116 !earn s,hid1 ;i,lqnc·fd !n 
1he fftimd 1,~1mamrn1 \h~l <,ea1on amJ 
tnum.imem plJJ 

,\t lrnJiJr.J_ SWH.". lfonnah1 "·'" ;; lhfl"C•!_;me All-\li1"1rni \"alley Co,dercnce fK'rfrnmcr ( J')\7-8'/I Jnd \\d\ 
an :-;:CAA D<Chlor1 I All-Amrnc,m fnlhmmr hi, ,ei1:,,r ;e,:r (l'IS')l 

fk \\SIi J \i\ih rn1mJ dr,lli pd, of the .. \1,l"a"le,· Brr•s,n-s. pb\m~ i? !h~i, Lmn ,~1ttm from 
lb.muh; 1, rnrwl\11)' a1hiwc dm;,,_-Jor anJ he,a! ba1.eba!I r.'<YJd,_ Jt !.ln,.-,;i,, _fr;d C"lkg~ m Rot,m,on. 
He l'"'""m,!i rna,·h~d fo, '"'~" Jt:r.rs a! I,;, aim~ nMlrr- [nd,.ma St:1te l.. '11\\'.1'"1:. 

Geno Ford (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Ge110 Fore! 1 Cunbridfe I li~h Sch\,,.,\. Clas, of l'J'JJ.1 ad1innJ the 1ihimaw hPilnt 
nf a 1ch,,,.11 bJ,htbH pla)er in the ,.awn! Ohin "hrn he wa1 ,dn:1,·d ";>Ir. 

hi1 ,e~inr IC.JI(\!\. 

!foi1htd a ,!\'liar tour-;ear r~rccr \\ilh !he Boh,·;,t, Q\ Ol11n·, 
,;!tll :C},~ll prnnt1 ¼hidi al«l \ta11d1 <h lht 0\'AC\ 

Fnnh name also ap~:tfl in the OHSA,\ rn.:md [l,\'<ll.. m the follmunc'. c~!t');mie,· 
:HS !'n:e 1hnm, mJde III a (l'J<Jl-'J~)_ firq ill-1ime; 697 frN'. !hn.m, m~de in 
a UiJ't'er (l<JW)-9]). fjf\l ;mJ 9~8 poim1 in ;1 IC<h<\fl (19'1!-'J21. 'CHT,1h 
all-time. 

,cni,i,· ,ea,mh. !fo \\,h Jhn a [1,r>-1;me ,\H-Ea,h:m 
t,w-1i,nc Al1-0VAC (!a,s 4-A 1iN (ram p1cl 

a fotn-;c.ir,,:::c ·;;.:·_on;o A!l•ll-lid Am,'r-ic:rn 
(ihh 

Fo!l<min; pcit!uatinn. he ,enc"il a, J ~raJu,1te a1111wnr 1 l'YJ8-'J<JJ and ;1"i,wm rnad1 
Ohio Uni,s·r1i1:,, w;11 he;1d n,:1d-1 for ,me ,~a,nn a! Dishi<Hl !l 511.n,r:ec S1JH' 
!eat!ing. hi, ttnm w a 2~-W rernnJ and 
hnnor,: 1er,,cd ;1' ~n ;h1i1w.m cn;id1 m Kent 

Americ,m Mi,.ka,1 (_\mfem1,.-e "Coad\ 
Uni,n,it) ,inve rhe ~00~-UJ "'Jinn 

Class 
of 

2005 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Spo11sored by Ro/Ji11so11 ;\1110 Group 

Rudy l\tlumlcy tOYAC •Fmnily') 
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no\,;\ !l1,:h Sd:rn,!, C!Js, 

,l. but ,,•mil? 
Md\ t\l:• 

\follrr /Id/ (!ldlJ!n' 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley <Athlete - 1951M 

Charin L "Clmck" lf1n..t,y (W;i.-,,~,d Hifh Srb,,1. 0,1,, o! 1'!5-1) "'l' ;r fo,t 1tam 
;1.l1-W,•1t Vi"~inia an(! all-OV,\C tavkk in 1'l5.1. lk k!h'rtd in f\~nbll. b;d,,:1tqJI ,m<l 
ba-.e_ball. A1 ;: tc-enager.h\~ a!1on1111pew<l for.in indqx:n<l,m! A!I-Amcric'a h<1y1 g}m­
r.a111c, ;_:n:,up 

!fa~ W(·1t Vi,,:inia l,,'n;,er1i!} gm!uau: i111il! the 011!; Mou111;1in('<.'.r ~thktc (!) kttcr in 
fi,e s;x1r1; -fl¾ltball. f} mn~s1i,·1. -s11:,1liog.trJ<:k mid 1»immiCTg. In hm!h;iil h,: pb)e<l 
fU:JrJ. \\"nt,·r. :.tml !inch:t~ln "b;!e <''-lmi,tg Al!-5,¾nh,·m Coni\·rc~\'t: );wreh 1hn"<:: 
11rJight ll'Jr;_ A!,o the !nng ,n;1pr<•r on 1;l<'cbl team 1. !hm k:, 11·a1 ,elertcr! a, a thinl• 
tram All-A_m,•nc:m hi> Y.'mor year. l_l<mk'), J! 6-2. 220 \~mntll. 1,a, nm,i,.kl:1.'d m he• 
o~ ,1ltlw f;h!e>t hnernen rn WVU lmWl). l!e ,1ane<l rn 11=rnlle,:c J!hur game1 
Ea11,Wrs1 St1rine Game, Seninr Bmll aml th~ Colkge Fnrnb.1ll A_!l•Star _G:m1e. Ile _klr,·re<l Im 
Mornna_meer, on the 1rampnline m ~:,mnJ1tn:1, a !w,n)1,e1;l\t 111_ 1He,!ling, ,pmHer ,mJ 1,r,gl11m,rn rn 
an<l a d;,er rn 11>irnm111~. ln l'l57. !h>»leJ ,,a1 ,dcrttd a, the \\e,I \·11prn:1 Amsteur A11lkte n! 1h,' har 

!k l><LI Jll NH. fiN-nmml tlr.1ft choice { 195H) of rht Cllic;,~n Bt,,r, nnl1 1b~ rlnrd ~!om:t~H\c',·r ,rkn 
,~! in the "ix:ning nnm<l. ffo pl,1)nl a ,car an<l J half in Chic~1g<> before i~:i;i:; ,iddmed b) d wmHh l.Jlc'C 
ir.;ur,. !lmd~y w:h b:Kk lmmf in Whcdin::; 1smkm:,; J.\ ~ ssi.- 11i!i<m ia 1%1 "kn !he nparhi,m ll;1iLi1 
C\mlJ<l)' tra,kJ r",1 dr.di pi1·l, 1i1r him. Th1.•es·Hcar ,kel(k<l !" p•~ it m1~ m,,11: \JJ ;md 1wum! \If/ 1W.rti11.~ 
a1 o,1r,uk lineh.:,d,er 1Z i-~ar, for !le Gmh<.>J>. e;,mir.g a!l•pm JJ.un+, "' !rn1e,. Ht st;,ITTd ,n nw Suficr 
Bm,h. n,c [97! pmc <,;1w !Jov,ky ints'rcept t"" pa"e' ,md r,...._·mn a !umb!t 1n cam ,\!VP lmmir, in ,1 
\fr. ).J 1,w; to 1hr llJ.himono Colts. Ile mnain, the ,ml) pb)er ,m a lo,ir.8 1,;,im to he se-b:ted ~, th~ Surer 
Bn,1r, mo,1 ,aluable pL1Jer. !11 f<Jn. he helped rhe Cov.bn:,--; v.in Supt.>r Hu"] VI mn11le \fomi Dolphin, 
h} in1en:cp1in.~ n Ruh Gri,•,e p;:,, !n 1et ur a lnud,Cmw; 

!li"" ky I'> a member_ of !J_,c Weit \'ir~_iniJ Spnrt; Writer-, t\v,..:x:iation. W\'P, l 'pper Ohi<> \'a!k)- D.tppcr 
D,m Club and Cn:,- nl \\heelmg bl11 nf !a.nw. 

J\;like Sherwood (Athlete. l9fJOs) 

,l/i!e Sherl<'""d (ikl!aire l_!i~h Sd,(~)I, C!a<, Hf l%7L ·n1i, ,nfh!~>ken J1hlrnc 
nem rate, "nh Bel!mre Hd1, aU-rnne 1!~h,m1, m b,nh t,~11h;ill anJ b'1sl1·:h:d\ 
' He <(tXJ!Wliad,·d the !'lM, Big Red; to a 9-1 ,c,11<11\ ;11 a 1cmnr for_o1:1d1 ThmAuh 
11 n:m.tnh ;rrrnJb\v one of the be,t wep ~ml 1eam, 111 Ohio \'al!ey lmtrn). Shcn\\xxl 
k<l the 0\",\C "a!i 2n TD P"""' 1ha1 !alf a, he s·ornpktrd 73 ol l fO pass(:1 tor a r,r,,.1 
ps.•ri-rma>ce _an<l ama,,ed m,H'l' 1han l .400 1arJ, "fth nnlv four mtcrrcp_mm, 

!k "'"i1 J\ls! a, impre1Snc "" the h;1nh<,x~J for ksc!1(fa'.)· (.'\~Kh C!.urc Cribh,. ·n1c 
""eet-,hrn,ung (,-( gsiard "n' ,1 N<>-JC:1r ,1arter lm the B,g Rt•,.11 ,mu 1urp,:11ed the 
! ,!Ol-1~nm plateau hluk e3rnm~ Ail-Oh:n _hnw.11'-. lk a1er;,,:cil 23.J prnm1 a tam,• 111 
k;iJm~ tile Rig lk<h 1n <l t7...t n:(;m<l. A1 <lJUmor, he· J\Cf'J~fcl 25 pomh per 1::lrne. fk 
1x1med H1 a cmecr-h,gh. and ,_-hrn,l-TT"nmL .:'\'J_p<1m:, ae·a1m1 Gufm,ey StnY! ns.;;l St 
folm CemraL !le ua, ulln selcurd !nr the Ohm 1',onh-SHutll R,:,tctb.ill Cb,,:,: 

1-<,llm,m~ Im i!lu,1riou, prq, c.m:,·r. Slierv.nnd <tcwpwd a h~•1b,t1! -,;hol,11,hip m Weit Vin::inia 
l.;oi,cr;:tJ. ,Ziler\': fm father earhcr pl;1;n.L ,\licr ,wnp-.;!in,: on the fri:,hman w;:m. k ,w11c><l m ,paneiliac~ 
lnr rhn.>e <x:asnm, A, a s,_,phomnn.>, hf 1n1s,e<l Im ,omt> 2Jkk) ,arJ, "hill> P>t,1bbhmc, ,1 ,ch,w,J rt'\Prd -'l1h 
-1!/\ ,anh ~~;m:111 mal l',n, mmpietm~ 27 ot 37 Ill'''"- !le fini,kd 1he, tw ,wl,"I 111h rn !ht· n:i11nt1. snn 

ir7"~,;%li;'1:7f 11~~2\ ~J:'.1/~i~d;1:1::1\'/:'.1!~~l~~t ';~!a\~i!-Yi\{;;;~-j ~~11':~h1
1
~~1;;~/::;1~,;:t?ii

1
'.
1,~!i~,;r~ 

Wilm~ \\'\'li c,m:er k.iil,·r, m 1,nat nlfro1e. [lsMin~ ,arJ>. fJ:h> rnmpktinm and am·mph, lD p,h-.C>, pa1,. 
mg ei'fi~iensy and compktmn ii,,n;en::,~t'. fk 1snt,t1n.-1n 10 pby ni 1he_ !9711 lHue-Gr.1, G;1me am! -.011_ 
the [r.i L R1xlccr1 :\wa.f(l 1hc ..amt ,car. Shcr,qw-.l "a' abo ,rknnJ ..\11-Lrn b1 Cl'! rn J17(f :\ member n1 
the All-Time\\ VU !9.'iU-fi'J EJa w,lm,Shrr,sr~,d ,q11m.brtcd 1mo rhc-WVU S\~)!h !fail ofF:tm~ 1n !'IIJ7 

,\ftcr ~rJdumicm, he ,ta)-<'1.l ,111 a! \\'VU and ".a> a e:rJtbaw a,,11tant for J.,t,t:,y B,m<lc-a am! Frank 
Cirncm. I le "em to Betb.:m, CHfl,•~e (,11rr.t a, n/1!'1111,e nll.irJ1nator fmm \<)7.f.78 1rn1k-r hh hid\ sd\,~11 
ni:idi, Don_Ault. Slwn,ooJ f'ctuml'"-1 w hi, pwp alma mater, ,rnm~ .i, 1he Bi:: Rec,· head rnJch friim J'ikO 
K4, x~111rrnw;, lh- il 2 n",:rnd, !k ""' na:ned LHtm D1wn:t t'mdi ,,fthC Yr& m l'ISl. fk kcanw r!w 
,dmol\. a1hh'lH: c\in.•cwr in N~ and i1 rnrreml)- !ht• l,afh ,d""'I prmnpal 

John 'li'uzzy' Filliez {Athlete· 1970s) 

Jo!m Fi/lie: (~bpmlia High Sd1<mL !9731. The liM 0\"AC a:bbc 1o e,m1 All-\\' 
!iN 1r,Hn h<nmfi in fr•J1bJI!. ba,lrth:iJI and ba,dM!I ;li"l ,el an .'iC:\A p,n r:ni,i11g 
n.·o,nlu1 Mar1h:.ll l'ni,tr<i!}. 

:s;icbnmeJ ""FuU} ., ht"Csrn,e n( hi, bu,hy rr,J hair, 1he Blw- b!,'l~< "ide r\~\·i,n­
,kfr111i;,e h,1ck kd 1h,:- Obin \".i\ky in 1,;i11 rtcstisinf ).tflh hi1 Li,t n,o ,c,:,nn, and rn,JW 
hi, Glrttr \\!111 81 c;11vk:, fnr ].4]4 )'1flh and 161nUdlltov.n, m '"fulu ,e"""' pb_c, !n 
l,<, -C!Wlf lt,Nm, ~bpmlil "en1 H).~ ,1,!!1 ;i \IJ!~ CLiss AA mm""rlli' Jini,h H1 
R;t\e11111,~iJ 

!kt~Jmd"ith 

62 
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l\tlatt Gaudio (Athkh'. t990s) 

lfalt Guu,fio 
1hr \\e,1 

Gaudio '-<1\. a /;,o•WlW ;111·,l:IW C]a,s ,\A:\ ho1m 
,d 

" """'" "'"" 

unkmn, !::-,mh Jn\! a),o tu1,,rcd rhrn' ,quaJ, 11:Jt ,uh;inn'<l 10 the 
Rtd De,i!1 ;1ho ,o)ku~J 1.1 

HdL a lik b.1,rbJ!l ~n,J trMk »hile p,:1forming for 1hc 
ShJmmd,1. 
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\Varren Pugh (Ollicials) 

n-,',j~7,;"~: ~;;;t~~ii~;· ! f;~J'!1 s;,~i~!·;7i:181 ~~!~:.:i· 1f::~';_:a~t;~2~~i: ",1,};{ci~1t;; 1~!{~1t~;;;~ 
,,,y "di '1ml ~t,o ,qs ,m t1\lhts1ndrng n111tnhU!ot h\ fl:s mmrn1I!~~ 

f,.,~tf( \'.~?~~~-lr;;t::1'!:;';1!:
1 hi}, 1~:io/::)

1
/ ,~,~~! l>,:::h~~1:~1\~\~Ji~1!"~!;~'\~-~: :{;~\/,~ 

lntcn_·dle;:,a1~ A1Me1k Cm:.frr~ns',• ,md Wes! \"m,;m~ ['nhe1,:i\. P'itt .mJ !'~nn St~fo A 
~~shctb:1!1 ,1nk1:t! fnr more (h;m 40 H",u\. l'u~h (,!fa,:,ted hd, \d,no! ,ind u•lktt nm-
1e,1>. ln f<IJJ and t'H-1, he ""'l,·d ib, rntiiz \\"e'! V,r;;miJ ,'i.M hi~h ,c_h,~,I ha:}.,1ba!I 
1oumanwm. h!1 pttner, km~ Jml~t f'Jll! C:1,mllnt, !he fo,_i 1c;1,_ a1\,l Dmk \\r,1L:tll 1iw 
1enm<.! \car. !\d, and Jnhn Onn ;,r llhididd bkll' thr 11 h,•,ilc Jrn ~JI If ,:arne, n! !he 
fo,_1 w\·uc tnlln:s1mcm hd,! m l'lJ5 at huflrnmL Pu~h wr.e,! ,1, ()n'"J,·1\1 ii! \¼>th the 
Ohw \'~)le\ B,wJ of h•Hb.ill am! BJ>lelball Olti.:IJ!;;_ fk al,",1;i;. thr rden~·i: .,fthe fameJ HdLme RdJ\s 
hr ,mm ,i,ar, and \<as fate, naawd a, the mtt'!\ h,m,,r-JrY n'fm."f'.. fie'"" ;,!so hnnnn:'d for hr, <.("f\ 1n: b1 1hr 
Sh.iJ3,1Ji Rtl,t\> :md lht W~,! Yfr\:i~iJ Sco,mfar, Scll,~·,1 Ae1i1ilit'> Crnmni,1ion. f'cdl v1mh1,·tcd offi(i;.d,' 

~
1i1;;~\;~J'li)r~;,'rr;~1:i:~:/'51f t/;;;_'_ w,J_r:r; ;;,~f~ih~0

,~
1~~·~~:~;,;~¥'.l :},~: ;~'.'1!'.i~.t:iiS~;:.1::~~~-::: ,;;;,['~11~ 

krn)"n Jo m.i111 pe,ljlk m \\ lwdlm: !or ,brni off!he Slil\icn,ti,11 Bm!sr 1n1,1 tflt Ohm Rncr. 1\e p,:rtmnK·d 
lb! fra1 br \he 11N um~ ,m Lihir f\1y dunrn.' \he ,wte /J1r 1ekl "_llrn he' 1,a, ,1 !tt'nJ~n I k ,,:p,:,1ted 1flm d;,e 
\\ll ,ewral n1her <X'C"J1ton,; dunn~ f,i, 1m,1h 1k nud,eJ 1,11mmm~ ;l! fw, llm;; matn11,~ Lm,h Sd1",ni 1S,r 
m::u1:, lhree d'1,'a,.k,. P"din;; \he' Cadc'h 1n 2_6 O\"t\C ,h:tmpiomh,p,, mdudin~ 25 m ;i nm, ' 

P1d1 >SJ\ ahn a tn.·nh:ndous. ;Hbktt. e,pc,1:nlh :i, ,1 frnMM!l pfa:cr. !le Ji\e11Jctf Akkrvm·!lm:1<Jdus C,illtf 

:-~1l~~-'l1::1~,:~:I~;~~ '1f,;?1~!l~,f 1~~1;1~ ~:~~~1t:~\'lfe::1~~~~:s~,'.~ ~;i:~i'i~:!Ti~'~:~: 1;~~~~~;11:\ee~;~;c1 \1,,';i:,:;: 
&,),. Pud1 pLnnl !i,ur ,eJr, at D&E.J_li~ ummmnil, ,~nwe inchit.kd f5 1c.u, a, \\l1eeb~-, RN:re~tion 
D1n'Ctor,-mn te",m, 3'> O(,,., Cmin11 Shentl and 'A\ 1rirs ,,, ~" Obo Coum; C'rnnn1111in11ec Pu2l1,-.r11mbrt· 
ed mu, 1lw We,_t \'ir,;mu Sp<litl !foll 1lfbm~ (l_<JSlll. th,: Ohm \·alley D.ifp,•r DJn !bll "f bine (19:,t,l) ~nJ 
nm, 1he Ohm \alley Athlc!!c Conlen'ncc' flali nl Lune 

Phil Niekro (Athlete. 19511s) 

f'hilSfrkm !llri<lgqn,n !li;hS,-hnd.Cla"or H57J. The Ba-.t(KJI; !!;ll,,t bm<'.1 soi 
hi, a1hktic 1:,111 "ith tl1t !lu!IJog, "hne ht'"~' a 1b-n•.,p.,n rerfom1tr. Bniok, b,N• 
ball. hew~, a fo,1tb!I cn<l aml lra,ltihdl fornan.! and a l~;mm1;1:e "I' fr Ihm 0\"AC l!Jll 
f1f Famer fo!m H:11 E,·ek 

Ni.:lnan,c,J ··Kmir~1it .. lxrnuS<? of )m ,t,pk· pii, h, 11,e lnw.:kld,;111. "lm;i, k kamcd 
fmm hi> father. ;s;;,-~m ,.:1, a (uur-:,cM Bulld"g pitdw, -,ith a !7-l .:an'"'Cr r-e,-.,nl. Iii, 
only Im~"~' j.(J to Tl!wn,11lk m l<J.'4, h:, f,cshm:1:1 !ear, "hen fellnw Ba,et,.11! ,md 
O\.AC l!J!f nffwicr Bill MJl~rmb hit lhe g:ime-\\inning home rnn. ·nw !'J5~ Hull dog 
\~am 1bn:-d the Ea11 Ohio Le.1p1e title 1,i1h ~!Jrtins Fn1}, Irr ;1 'J--4 Ohin <,.,"'t,"!in:g] 1nur­
"~mcn1 "ill m~i St John\, :S.:ids" ""n the gamP in rdid ,1nr! lxhed a N<J- nm singk. flmf~ep<.n1, )\p;1nn. 
\\a\ halted m !he fiaal\ by Sbdj,ide,a !es<m t"ic-~ defeat rd h3 lht· flullclng,, !n l'J5t,. :S.:,ekm Jnd the l\u!!d,,;:1 
,Jef~JlnJ Stcutwn,ilk Ccn!rJI. 7- l. in tilt Cb11 AU:,lric! 1rn1ma11wr.1 at!~r ,e--iiond "i111 "Wr BJme,1 ilk ,u~l 
SL Clair-;\;l,le. BriJ;qx1r1 bo»d tu Ei,1 Lhcrp.,nl in the ,!istm! frn,11'.A\ a "·nior. '.>;idm im,<;"'JJ fnm•hit· 
ttt ~nd '1mcl ,,u1 HJ m ;, ~-2 "in me-r Siet:knvil!e Centrd fur !he O\"AC Ohir,-,"k title, He ~arlirr hi:rkd Jn 

"in t>\tr E:111 m the Class AA dh;rin 1emifinail. l:nbeJtrn Sttubi:,nqllt Cemnt b!i~d 
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54 ix,im, Mi,T in ,i r,mw in 1'l51l. indadin:' hi, fowl J;amt "hilc pLlJn" 
\!ar..in1 Ferry 111 !he di1in<"1 h>mn:1mrn1 1i!le ~•tme. Ferry pn·,aikd, 91 ·~7, "hiic 

hc'mic,. bdi~,. :1rain1t a kam fr,1111ring !lJ1\,e1b&ll and 0\AC [ld) d 
fl:!, faeL he n1mt1tt<l ~5 

Harry \Vilson (Athlete· 19611s) 

Bruce Smith (Athlete~ 1970s) 

/lrnn- Smilft 1\!Jrti,1, Ft!T) l!i~I, Scb~,I, Cl.1" <1t !971,l. lk ;, 3f 1h~ ;op nf tbE li,t 
tiiur-1;m,: Oh;o ,r~!e di:unpim, 1\lm se! ,·om,!lc,, 

'7-1- J!1d ·1~1. G!pWrin::­
'~11 ;,,, (9.33_.ll ,e::i.'fH1\. alk, 

,nr. he al,o fim,hn! firs , maL di<iri,·t. ()\"AC JJKI 
:l. ¼1 ihrn!mrr, he wa, 

fini,hinr J, rnm:a,up rnwe. tn OYAC me-ch, be""" 1h~ 0\AC """ """" 
"mi rnn a, J 1!w i,w-m:!t rnn a, b<11h a 
• pco,uc•,J.\llb,\m !)i,trict ~n<lA!f,\':di,·) bmd, 11:hce 1i 

("\Cf\! )\SET all<! 

thinl in 1k xsn. 
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\Vencly Baker Uihktc 1•mns1 

lrtm(I· Bafrr (E:1'1 

1\x L;;dJ P()ntn. c,,·\'ili 

Class 
of 

2007 
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frnrn ,r•rn[rnlcmrn, rn 
n! 1l-w \'i:ir· hnnnr<. ,ii .i v1phmrn,n; 

Cum, .\Lmin in pmt rnn ;iml rmllin; f,>r lJ':i:{ \,tnh. fi.lih nn th: JH tin1e 
!',,ml :1 m-c;q,r,:rn ·" a "'nmr. \\t,t fomhcJ ;is the wh,u,I\ 

Donna Joseph ({ffAC 'Family') 

Crnrnd.·rn,rnrn 0Mdie, 
OAT&CCC am! 1t1w, Pn the 

the re;:Hr-1tiw1 !u1 !hi am:u,1l 

,)inn1 "hen 
c,·1 "'" com 
e OAT&CCC 

arOhm 
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Jue F,munat" (;\linso Hifh Sd1m1L Cb,, of 1948). A nm 
thn;e 'P''"' ,11 \lins1J (fo,:,1bal!. !x11~etbll and ha1r:baHl, he" 
,\th!e1i~ Confrrence rwrformer J> si foo1bal! ;mt! ba,1.etball p!a 

F0111mato enrolled at \'ir,;inia .\!ilitar} lmtilme. bm tr~mtf 
,1hen 1be fi:q<let.,· h.e:n.! coarh Shel \lm1nn ,1n-epwd the \ob 
Mi,,1\\!pp, Stme. Fm1u11;110 bec1me ;m A!I-Sou1hca11ern \nr. 
ha.cker. 

nw hHnrn:;1ble menimn ,\!I- ,\medci ~rlnrmer lt<l \fr,,i,11ppi Stat'-' m m,hm;; and 
had a pme hith uf !(,9 y:ml1 ~sam,t '.\nnh Te~,11 ,,,,,,, 

lli,:hli.ehi of hi1 n,lk,:1JH: c·;nttr (X:et:rre<l "lwn 
n. \'nh1mecrs' Coad1 Gcneral-fom ;\"eyl.mJ pr.11>d 
p,:;,wq pl;11en hi1 warn, arTenne1,ff lMJ e,cr facn!. 

Fommaw "'h drJ!teJ in the 1ncnth nmml h) 1he Ch;i;a,:n fk;a-;. bm rl.i)t"d one· 1e~1011 in 1he Canad~rn 
Le;1p1e bd(>rC ,i:;nin.~ wirh !he :",'atio11al h~Hbll Lcu:;ac !~am 

lk ,tanl'd di !i11ct>adtr for i ~ s.ca,on, ( \955• l<Jri(,1 ,,i:h the ·<,\fomtc<"> of the ,\fah«1:; ., aml w;h 11Jmtd 
fir,1 te;:m All-Pro !hrtt !imc, alm1~ "ith be!n~ sdff!ed for the Pn.> Bnwl 011 h,c ,,xa1i"il'>. l11c cldrn1i,c 
cnrn;1in of 1he Bea<"> ";i' J!<o cJptlln nfthe la\1 Pro Bm,! !1•;:m rPadwd by the k;:endary \'inn: Lombarcli 

Afler hi, pLl)l!l:; cm:,cr_ Fununam 'Jll'll( No ,ea,on, nn the !kar,' ,tn1L tw1ching tric lind1,1el,•rs on,' 
jC:11 and lhrn ,er.in~ a1 dd<.'lhl\C ,·,1ordi;i,Hm !he !l~:ll )C.lL 

Fnnun~rn allo is tht: on!\' Ohio \';dfo,· athlete tn h,:, ,eic,:wJ in the Na1io;d 
of Fume lk "'h the k:1Jin>c ,o:e->cet1cr in "flw lmeHitenc\'r\ i'Hfl AH--lime 
wa1 ,cb·wd by a 1n1e nfthi area ,flon1 Ian,. ~ 

Fmrnn~w allo !1 a mcmhs'r of the l.'p[M.'r Ohi,1 \',likJ Dapper Dan lb\l «f Lm1e 

J(,,bert 'l/o' JlcCi!n11u11glrJ (\\"heei,,,g Cemr.1! 
N»-;po,i Fhernan for thi,- \!.m¾m J.,:niylm 1n th~ nm! 
rdL 

'l~,r1,.r~inrn; 
<w>me w,u- h? c>~mered 1tt<>11d-tea,n all• We,t 

rd, in l;c~'J" a,fler hdph[' kaJ ih,; \bn~:n Kmtht1 l» th~ We,t \·1rpnit 
Toum,mwnt ti!!~ 

\kC,mn~Ll;/h) bas m,H,,Ui,:td fm 1dJ1inmhr," i:i, 
1,,,sel:ul! helm 

lie 

In a1klit, m v, h:N:l:,.;,)j_ he Lh ,.ne,JwJ !,e;;h,;i 1.c;\...l ,, ,,,,,, , '" 

currently 1n ,br/? nf ihe Wl5C \;, ,,,mlff/4h 1'1 ·-;-ri,·,, 
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Bob Kelley Uthlctc • 1961M 

1/<Jb f,:cflry (II·~« lli;h Sd"~,1. CL"' nf 1%1 J. Kdlq rna<.k: !ht 111<>st of h:, gilled 
~s,J sp,;":'J} kp w,·Jr,·t> hi, nidw imn Ille Wtir lli;h and O\AC ,.,_,,,,,I !u,l, irr 1"" 
,pnm. lk \\J'i a ,ur both on lh<.' pi,fom, ~nJ 1h~ u,";1 ~m,kr, for the Rtd Ri<ler, 

Kelle; lWKht<l b) the kgendar;, fan Ctre, rn,kd for 2.73H uml ~:'. 
c,m:n Joudn.hmn,. Ktlle:, Id W~ir t,, 3 Hl-1 '(Json ;ind 1k Wc,1 

lk ,>:dined 1 ~05'1 j:mJ, lh,ll }CJ!' \\,ilh 2~ lnrn.·hdo"m 
mm Snrn in lh~ sl;l!e ckmcr,rn;,h,'P KdkJ "'h a ,mc-{n;u, 

<Te\\-. !k !;i!l;eJ JomTD1 ;ind 
,;a,, ni"l a l\\n-»,,l} ,ta,tff ~,;i pmmrfnr th,· ffrd Rid~r,_ He"~' lhc senrnd 

lmn<>n.·d,mtht 

'" 

in ,t~\f_ h1'1"1~ l!\ rN:d,r th: Krnnrd, A,"m.l lt<'stm'<:d ea,;h )('<tr on th,· ,wlc, 
wd the fi.-,1 !lit tiN-te;m1 aJI.Wnt \",r~im.1 and all• 

,\mt1ira11 hom,r, a1 lhe Re,1 Rieb, 1,ere 

1 :l tnpk, a11d }j drn,l;k•,_ ,\; 01 plchn. Ju, nnnptktl a l+ ! f c~,ee, rc'"Cws! 
lle "'"' ~ fnm tirn~ "\1.\'.,iieJ <det:linn ('~Cl'1d !e,m, a, a fr~,bm,rn and fr,t lc.ctm 11,-,. nen 
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John Leon /Alhlclc - 197th) 

Class 
of 
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OVAC Musezun Seeks 
Me1norabilia 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. the nation's largest 
high school conference with 52 member schools. has estab­
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek­
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information.call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check nu! the display cases in the outer concourse. 
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se,~n dd" 11,a( l\l\1,lmet! ju,t ""~ h"'· Fmm 1%6 !lmrn;h 
Kenkueir, dir«·w,n. Wm!tr-,,ill!• ,rnn'd in ~ <L"<Wd JS() 

!Jdbire in a ,·,HMS! 1hat ""' 1!w G11l,I \\"amnr1 !I, ,id "hat 

ol.\-1 
f,,cm,d"' "'"' l(Wl 

'"" trn:<1'ff<l ··nnb Ken!c,.,JI 
w hi, !wnt>r. fn !'./'JO, Bnb "'•'' lh~ i,:,,b;1eJ m!» lhc Oho hn1idi 

C, >d:~, Aw><ia1ini, !!all nfL'""'· He l"'"d th~ t·l'(>crOb, \'.dk) DJp;~r D.m !b!l ,fF:,nw rn i%'/ 

Tom Keane (Athlete. 19-lOsl 

fom /,.-nm<> (Lrn1I; ~1i!i1Jf) !rNiWl~. Cfa,, <1f l'J-.l-11. Th~ lldlJirt !\MIi<' 
r.wl!i-,port ,t:mJm,1 fnr !he Ct<kt, ""J earnecl All-0\AC lM,lerhal! and f<~dJJ!( ,m t!w 
fir-t ,election, in !9-!J-\..\, !fr ~I"' ;.,11 JI\ All-Ci!} bJ1lt1k!ll ,dn:nun. A, a S<"rnnr on 

,;eptinn in ~n 
l[e a! Ohiu Si~\~""'"'" he ktterr,! ~I J /re,b111Jn bd<1re <enin,: 20 momh, 

in the• t' S. '.\a,; 

I Hth mnal! ;\"atinnJ! Frn1:tdl l~3p1i D,,,fl sekc:1inn h)' 1hr L<>, t\n;:ek, 
bd-offcn,iH ~n<I 

Pr,, H,mL r;rnl.t-11 \trtmd in ibc ,\:!-l. i,r P"" imnc·,:p!ion, rnic'fc. ;rnd 
gJ1ne; mduding !ht !951 R.:,rn;' titk tc,im_ Fmm l'J,IS-.'i~.1:><,1h Keane fm,rk,"'""'''"" m 

Ile"'" a lnng-timt a1,ht,,111 c,;1d1 Hl t!w ;',FL mdm!ing Cmh:ds from l957-,9, 
!'H,S anJ ";11 )..(iami 

Tom Yakubowski !Athlete - 1950s) 

T,1m foiul>n»·Jti (,\ckn:i !h:,h Sch,~)t. Cl~" <l! t<J581. A Jh.tr•,pon ,umfou1 inr !hf." 
fiol<ltn Wa,e "ht) ,t;Jrred in the firn ;tar th,· sc·hrn,I j,,mrd tlw omftr(lltt. dikh 
flp:mdcd w rlm·e d~,-e, m !'l.'P-58 

,\t Alkr.a. ht-.~, 3 
e~rn~d to ktt<>r,- I\H!F in ha,le1bll ~m! Jonf!Mll 

The 1''57 AdtnJ f,su1!nll 1,:um ,,rnr 6-~-~ m,J ,wn rhe OVAC ('!J,_, t\ crm,n. !le "a, 
Sman 

Im 
Jnd !\l.2 po:,m a," 
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1n bJ,~t!l!JI\, lw ":,' !i,-,1 !e'1m a/kb,, ,\ll- Weq \"1rpn1a ;r, ,\ v:111<1r mid"'!' J Nu­

lime All-0\'AC am! A!I-C1t; f1N !t3Jll ,dcni,m. He """~J 15 S p:1im, per pmt a1 ,l 
j,ini<>r Jnd Z-!3 p.:r nutin; ,ha sem,,r. 

,\', ;1 Wildcat 1e1mw rn l'/_'i.5, (ht' 1,-frnl!-0 n·mer ""' !he anrhor of the final !eJm u>,1d1td bj O\'AC 

("'1lf 

lk ,,a, th: 5!,1 n,crali ~FL tklfr pid. in l'JW b)- the 
.-\rncncan F,,,rtull 
,wmn oftht J,:t,.a, 

finJk 
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Hob Rieves Uthlelc - 19fi0s! 

da!<; '""""'"r ,,1 
• Th,; nmlti-ukmtd Pwim st.mt<.! 
f,10 ,·,we,;,_ !fr dii.h! ,tip a best ,l.! 

h:icec! inmw:i,in 

i» 21#\l ,,h~n St 
lk 

Ja,y Peterson 1A1hk1e. 19ROsl 
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1\:likc Kovalick (Alhlt'tc - 197Usl 

""" "'""' "·" ! Ir "'m :.7 ni 2K 
";i, :m 0\'.\C ,h,1rnp;"" hHh "im,•r; 

»•,1rnM1' ,,,edmv c>rr1·r ,-nh a ,1clbr {,.\.J. ~ mJJ~ 

\) l;i, 11>.1\ ,,,.·er,,,"" th· uiilq:aate D«ts,1~1 f lntl l!e l'tr<thl fld)b) D,,u;.-b1 ,H 
l:,·k ftm,htd ;ts PAC,HJ in hh senH» se;Hin 

"a' mJund rn!u lht ,rbwih H,1!1 nt 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robi11so11 Auto Group 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2009 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

/Jr, ll11cent"l"i1rce" Jfomrau (\\"dr Hi,:11 Sd,ool, Cl;M of !'l58) 
,.,f <"IT'1!inµ am!)"" !hfak <1f !'.!rn,,e.1u, "h" enjo},·d ,ucccss ~t th" 
k,;all) t,dnre 111.:,kins h11 111411. JI We,1 Utl("f1J Sl,ltt Colkge 

Al a hifh sch<s>l UMdl. !1c 'P<'.111 nine )t'Jr\ di OJl Glen, 0rJtk'1Llll JJH.! \\'dr bi;), 
,d1rn1k i;mding tile- 1967 O.il. Gkn ,qu;id 10 a WS:t. Si:\te Toumamtm dicmµ!nn,hrp 

Aller one :e;;r ~! Ptru S!,m, m Seb,~,b. h<' .\! ;ea!"'>! l'l7_\-21~)-Jl ~, he'1d 
; ,; .";" ... 'e,,t Liberty. ,! 35'1-~~1- 7 !k n>dtlled 7~ All•Amencan<. 

:-.1on,e,m. "Mn v,ud:d f,a,thJI! amJ nn,1 O\Wl'.ly ,!unn~ 
dirc-cted 1ht NAL-\ i\a:ional Wreqling 1<,umJment ill t,,.,111 197'1 Jm! 
for the :s;CAA Di,i,ion !J C'fa1i,,n:it Wre,11in.e Trn,mamcm in 2f)(H 

Iii, <t"smh :m' md"Jrn& th<' OYAC ·.\Ir 
l 'SA Wres;!i~~ Brnm< .\!nnkr C,l;.\cl, in !987; We,1 
1'197: ~CA,\ hi11,wn fl Snm!11,c\\ Rtwm,1! Cnarh nfthc Ye'·~' ·rn··• .. ,;;;;,; • ,,;,";.;;; ; • ,,; • 
of Fam~ m 2!W)~; ~CAA n,.,,im, !! 'iYn,11lin~ JlJH "j' Fame in 
,\s,n<:Mtinn Lifetime ~km\){"! m 21¾4 -

Curn:mly m hi'> fifth Jt;11 ~I p,indr~1! ,11 Ri, r, J [i;h Sd1'"11. ).!om,;-~u ;iho di1e,:tfd ;outh \\ 1r"1!m; ta,np, 
at Wr.,t Lil:it'rt} liir nt~rl) 3-\\ i t'11' 

,\s an ,nhlete, :-.!on,ean pan;,-,p~teJ in fn,nbll. 

;c,: ... :. ,C' ... am! b!a p..miup.::ltd m mJ11y di<t,mt< 

Gene Ford (Coaches) 

Fonfs tea:m compib! a ~'l-25 fl"rnrd in wnmamrnt 
,ecm,nal dismn cm,-n, an,l n, ,, 
\!Jit wum.::mrn1 u;)pi:~r~m:c~ ;)')k7,kX, 
indmJinr a rnnnrr-u[l fini,h in 199~-95 lb team, n!s11 "1H1 !II East CemrJl Ohin Lc'Jp,~ wk, 

!k rer("1'('d "Cn,1th 11f 1he Year'" hn11nr, m the O\"AC. E::stc'm Dmnri. Disim-1. 12 und ECOL anJ" 

Ford ,er.n[ a, p.-e,iJ~m of 1hr Di<trk1 
ml the Board nf D1rernn, <1( lht Ohiu 
(WAC Earl JLlberfidd C<,1c·hts ,\";,rJ 
Co,ldw, Aw~·iJti,~1 !fall nf F;rmt' rn ~!WP 

,\; an ;,ihk0 I~. hr ramnl 1 \ k1ttr, (foa,r in bct\th,tll. (t,ur ;a ltJi:l, t!mY m b.i,l-.etk,l\l m ~1i,hak 
;m,l !m.li:rn '.'-iunh. lie caxrr f~>mt<, ar:d f'-111\ed fiN irsm all-Ohiu. 11!-b,trm Di,mn 
Jm! Jil-!nkr Cnnh·rrnrr a,·.;1>bde, ;,. (usl-.t'fball and ,, .. 1, ~ <,!~le quaii1;u rn lk 

!k "'" a funr-;r,,r kttrnn"a at .\b,l-.insrnn ;,i !u,ltlbJlL I. -717 
sch,,,,) hi tnr:,-, 1Sbik ea;wns ,!IH.lb:c, Athklh ··Athlctr ,if !he 
,\mcri\'J" ac,·obd~,. !k ,,;i, ,1 dun er mrmi>n of 1hr .\lu,linp,m ,\th!nic lldl ,,f F,nne \n 19\0 

Bill Paolisso (Onidahi 

Iii/I 1',w/irn, (Weir Hish Sd1'~>1. CLl,s d !l/41',\. [k \\as;, mum,tu) ,rn1,u1;• Jl'-'" 

otfi('i;;l,. "mi.ins OVAC frnntdl ,rnd b1:,,.ifirh ba,kthaH ~.ime', fnr ~ ~H-F"' p<'riwJ 

!mm 19-18, )<)98, fiN "nh. the" Wh~db~ ll\lJ.rd am! I.lier" i;h the \\'rjmm•Situbtll\ ilk 

brurtl. 

f',wihsn dfo:bted HJ We11 \"ir;:mu 1tatc ,.h;irnpi,w1,hip f,1<11b.1ll ~•1nw1 dunns im 
can,er ,m,! ,e,c•n[ Obc,-We'1 \';,ri!\i:\ and 0\'AC ,\JI-StJT Ji.~nld1 pm~, 

!11 ba1k1ll.in, he n11k1a:cU mme \llaa 11101~1,1,r,1w111,,mn,m1enh (sc'rlion,\I,. !'<'pon 

~h. ,wtt•), nH·luding \9 ,ta!~ tonrn,1nwn1'. !le ""'1ed \h~ fi1s1 s~mud A \lllmlc) 

O\'AC All-Star H-11~d1.1i! C!,h"c· m 1978 and ah(> ,u, a n:kn>t m the Wt'>\ \'lrpnu CnnkrtlKC 
Am,rns Pm'.iw,·, olfo;i.11i~~ ;m:tnl<, are lht O\',\C Hnlx>rt D,m,rn1 orn,-;,;1, ,hnn.l: 1he Ohin \",slf~; 

J",w>1bH Co,whe, Aw¾·iation Ofliual, ,\",mt !be \\"~st \'ir;)ni,1 Sn·1nidar, Sd,nd, ,\11:lni,· Commission 

,\nan.I: :tnd the Wc1mm-Stwlk'm1l!e Of!k1Jh" B<l,mJ ,\warJ. 

P~nli,c.i ''"' a lhrn,-,,~,n athk!E M Weir !!i;h (((,,,rb,,U, ha,l,,1b .. 1H and b,et,~lil l!e ""' firs: ream a!)-,1.1te 

in !,si\kl! J»,J 1:la,hth.111 <ha <e111nr, tarn,11~ ~li-0\AC l>onnr', i~ b;:t,h,:1b.1lt \\>ks· ,md ,incr: in f,~,1ball tk 
v,,is also '1!1·trn,m,m1tnt fm tb' ,:,m· ,bmpfrm ffrd [t;,1,.,,- k,,ddl te,rn, 

He pb),'<l i"" .,r;,1s "f 11mft'"""·ll b-d,,111 m th SL Ln11h C1rJ11d, <>t:;,_,---•r·,> 
h-, ,,,,.,,,,! 1".t :~;;rs rn the l: S: Am,, 
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Richard "Dick' Edge (OYAC ·Fmnil)') 

Rfrh<1nl .. flid," Edgr (\\'htd1n1, Hi\:h Ss'fw-,l. CJ,1,, nl l<J5-1! 'fo ,~: bi 
\H'fll nunt ,hrfnrnl hah mn lht ;car; '""'ld ht;~ qs\ um.krn~:cmcn! 

I k il.1' 'f"'nl -1~ } ar, in ,,iu,,:,1i,m. ,er, inr as a te"chc,, rn.,,eh, a><i,um priwi1ul, pnn­
, a.11<>1,, O\'AC'-mtrr.ba ,rhr1<1h. 

Ht aJ,n n!fal,J!d al fP<llbJU. b.lskt!klH J.11<.l lr:Jd,. 
Hi;h m lhe 195~ OVAC "11-S!Jf Frn11h,1!1 (fame ;md 1hn1 "f"t nn tn W~,i 

,l sernnr. 
;,, Bu,mn, EUurntinn. fk:1hl1 fatuc:,!i\\11 ,m,J f'hy1ic-Jl [Juc::illln am.J a ~L111t1·1 

AUminMrJtmn fr,,,n lk l.'n;,c,,i!} nr Daywn lie" ;i_ \l.S. Ami) ,nn,m. sc,:,.in~ 

u\ \h<' 
xm111nK<'l Im WUR 

Wmtrr"1ik 

i,i thr n:se"e' from !')(A\-63 

John Sorrenti (Media) 

A!t~r n:tirinf !rnrn 1h"t pos1fo111 !11 l9'l-L ht '-<ll1r-d bur :,ur1 fp; !dt1·1,1;,n sWl:\>n 
WlO\"-T\"'Y on hwitb3ll "C"m~ of 1he Wed,." !ckca,:s am! a!,u ;mnmrncnf tht 0\'AC 

Smit'nli he:;m;, ;n,!ilic·;\) ,.·area in 19~2 "hen he'"" de,·1cd ·" a W,·im,~ Ci1y G,uncilm:m. in 1</~I,, b~ 
"'h ,0 ltt1t·,! JS ;1 f!~n,n,;l Cnumi Cr,mrni"«mer,;, p,1,in,m he\\:\, re-de,ctd m mi,·~ (nr a 1nul of l H )t''1r, 
in otfic,,-

l re has eho 1er,d ;1, 
n,,nJin;1:ornf th~ Jnhn D ""'"''"'"PC"'"'" 
Chin(). !k,'1n und fbl'ri[Cld.. 

(he firq of mdi 
,-\w;mL !he ,:JI~-, qlJ~,i 

JI J Red Ridtr ,tnlm 
Thf" t1a,·l Id w~.r ma '1-1 frni:bal! n-uia1 <n !'l-U. 

A, a seriinr. in 19--1--1. he· leJ \\'dr HJ a 
P,ukr,hn,: and,ic·,·ow\ltd Jorfi1(·tm,ddm,>i, -- ~TDn.m.\\\nTDp;isse,.~ 
11'1'\ ,mrn:qninn ,e1urn ,u,d ,in ~H-oarrl l-.id .. nlf retum 

l\\<>,_\fa< ,·,u.:t', i»dude,J nmning ,rnd pa,,in; for L'.l15 ~Jnh and Ji !rnKfill<mn,. Ht aJ," 
"~' ,1 ,ra, dcfrn,i,e b,d, 

111 b,l.rlbal!. lht alJ.,wn hdp\·d \\"(i< In~ 1~ ~ n:·uml. !n h~,d,"!l. h~ led ihc l<ed Rickr, 1,, the Wls0 -cb,s 
<Utt ]')~) 

lfr ,fa;cdcmo 02rr,nrd k,t:11 ::, ,l in:·,h• 

imo the 
l),•1rPi! 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
.Jim Hanna tAthlctc ~ 1•1.s1h1 

Jim ff<I""" (\\eir H1c:h S(bs,J. Cbss <1f J'l_',Ol ,\ :hrt:t'-',f~nl J\I '1,lf "ho Id !ht Rul 
R;,krs !11 !Mi ,rnr nne-,l.1·,, d>.1111p111n,1Hfh a'"'"'"'- ht'" on~ n! the rn<l'l ,k,,wJ!­
d ,11hk1~, ;,, ,d,od hh1nr;.. ,\ 1;;r,:;s h~>ildl ,1;111rr J, J !n.·,hmo;,, hE ,,,mrnm·J w 
n,Tl nnda Hall nf L,me uud, C..id H.1rnilL "h> ldidn! !Lmn,1 ,rnd f}.w;hert:, ~I ·mo 

nf1he finc'1 a,I! ;u""'"J ~1h!de," h~ cnJcl1td !11 h1, lq,•n,d,1r: career. 
!n ('J.llJ. lbnnJ ,1;\1n:d "" 1Cw 1 ! 0 ffrnd Wtir 1,~11hs\l !tJi11 1d1id1 \\<H1 tlw firsl 

\\'\"a_ 1arrtst CLi,, ,\ p\J:,ciJf 111k v.ith" 27-U ,ic•imJ Pwr \!i!wn_ '!'h !'"'''"') 

ernl pumnTIJ,·tkider l.1mkd IWK lcru, l,c1nv.~ IMl\<'s .md sn>n"l ~ 1, ]min:,,:., J. \f11h>r 
,1i1t11 h,: 1u, m;aw1-up !nr 1/K Wrct \"iq:inia Pb\N ni llw Yr,1r ll'ei,1run A,1,ml ;mm th,· K:'n>Wd) ,\cqr;.!) 

am! n,,s ,d,-ned Jin !t.:tm AIHJ\AC. All-Yaik:, :111<! ,\11 Sv1:e lk ai,o r,1:JJC'd 111 NH .1!1-,t.!t pnw< We,t 
\'1rpnta ,,. Ohxn :wd lk \h•1t v;,frnW \'.onh-Sm11h p.nw 

in ba,1e1bai1, ht"·" ,nnul l('cnn All-W\"a. <<"d A11-0\'AC 
fn ba,~h.dl. he p,\di.•,l and bl!d W,·ir In !It<'. ,i;1c-cfa1s Wnt \",r,:1nt.ti:h.1mpi,mstnp. !n 1h<c '5-.\ h,"h "lll 

mrr L::\l BJn~. he '1mc~ \\\i! l\l ia ;i 1\\-hi! dfm1 anJ hal!nl ;a four nm; ,d\11 in, sm;_;it, 
lk an:qr-n.1 ~ l<l•rnbll ,d:<1IM1hq1 !rnm iq,e~c.LH:. K~nwd-_\ cmd1 Pod {1km) n,,am am! sie\rtrd ,n rnJ 

nn a 1't•sh1::an "/'i:t,t quann!ud.d h; !l~k P.1nl!L !k k(l s;:!Htll In pb) muwr kap1c l~1,di:il! fm snrrd 
se:1,nn, hdnrt' <(!m11inr 1n w,,;m,n. "hen: k heh han a lnr.;-ume hl¾-;\1 Arnem·;m Le• i,m, hi,-h sch~,( ~nd 
,mnrncr l1J.•,eh;1\l cn;1cb Jnd ,.p,uf 
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Bill .Jobko (Athlete - 1950s) 

I/if/ Jo!,fo {Hri,!;~pnn !!i_d"\ Sdl<"'i. Cb» o! 19".ll. ,\ thtet )fM tbn:r ,;,mt 

ll11\1Jo}! :11\1\c!t 1n hx.1b:1!1. 1w-k\b:tll and t,a,ddl. tc1rnnl A!i-0\AC J>l<l All 

\',,ileJ hxllba!! h»mw, a,~ "'ninr hnem,m 

Ke,·rniln! b) (Jb, Si.lit l."ni;ns:t:,-, hec:1m~ J tl-'H>J) '1!!rn,,w r,urd ~ml 

!meh.,cl,•, 1.,h, pb; d ;,n !ht Hm·lt:e n:,tin11J) rnk 1tJm, i>I 1'Vi4 M'<l J<!'i7 v.-kn !lw 

lh1d,e,t·s ""ll !\\(> Ro,t Brn,l-. fk "M 1,·~m .\f\"l' rn !'157 lk "the ,mly pb}tr 111 

Bi~ !1l Cn;,frrence hi'1or::, w "~":1 ()LI} ;,i J h,sm~ Hi::, W rt;;u!.ff "',Wm pmc' flt 
rnnnkd a ,aft!\ fm 1hr C<,i!t'fc: ,\Jl·SIJh 1i1 d Jj. I'! ,10,,r:, mer Hw ;\FL durnpinn [kHoLl L<1ms. rnw of 

nn!) CiflH tmw, !h" tnikp,m1 ,kfn1f0 !lw '.\Fl. drnnpinn, ;,, Jl,c arnrnal ,·b,s;c 

fk ,q, <!ralvcl by lh~ !J.h An/dts R~m, ""'l p!.fa<'ll h,r lh-c :-:FL ltJm 11nm l'l'i~-1\; k(<1re pnfnrm;nr 

!or t!w \1mnewt:l \"il..in;, !',rnn 19h} 6,i. J,,bkn '°"i'Jll'd hi, pm pb·,m,; Ltrc't'r a1 a !tam <ldens:ct r,ljlfam n1 
the nn;in:,\ Atbn:a bb>1h in l<!N,_ f'rnm j</tt7-S'I lw ""'ld f,w 1ht F.1knn, m \M!<~h n1k, -aw,t;1nt 

l'lJ,1Cll. ,cnm rn<l Dirc"<"lor of Pm l'bJt'f Pthn:rnd. flt dn~nl \11, .'\FL ,.,lftff :1, doid ,:nliq,r ,,·um of 1he 

Pbwn;, Csrdm,1i, fwm )9WJ-1/.t 

!lndrernrt l\sfh Sdw.nl h<mnrrd Jc>\lhn h) r:.nni :; 1n,, 1in·t1 emr,,rw,· m P,•,lim !'i~h1 ah 'Bin fohkn \\'J>" 
a,:d then nn Au~. :1. 2rn1\. ,kd,c:,1~d i;, home n"np!n :.h "Bil! !<,blo Frn>\bl! StJdwm •• 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley /Athlete· 1990s) 

Class 
of 

2010 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auw Group 

Frank Baxter (OVAC 'Contributor') 
fr,mA B,ntrr {Bridgepon !lit:h Schmit. C13s, of !'14'1). \\11en 

ri~i:it:i:1;, 1i~;;i ~y;;;)/i1~d';c~:~r~r:1t::;e,;'t:~:~ ·r::1:~1~,~~
8
tt~;~rr~~)

1 
,",'· '',"'",',' \'"', '"' 

athkte, t~achcr, coach and adminmrntur. 
As a.a athkte, he "as mi alH}\"..\C hunnrc°"' in fo111ball n.\ a (tmcr•!incbd:~r arnl ,n 

baslethal) "here hem cr.igt<l 1~ pmnt> J>.:r game as. a ,cninr. Aller n stim m 1Jie am,~d 
s,'f\iscs <.luring the Korean \\·ar, he enwtleJ at We1t Libert; Srnte Cnlkge "lie-re he 
pla:td frK>:hall aml ran tmck nnd recenc"t! ;i bclwlor·, degree, !mer r~cc,un1., h:> 
mlster·~ from the L'm, cr;i1, of DJ}WTl 

Aller teaching and rnad;;11g at !Jarncs,ille !li,J\ School for ,nw >ens,111, he returned 
1t) h,s alma matc>r and began na mnNhhl<i 47•:car nm Ji flridgcpm-fs a:hk1.c ,J,,~cmr. 
1ong61 !e,mni m O\'AC lmw1-:, w1iring in J(){J4 

Frnm !%2 lO !%0. Ii~ nb1 ,fodlled a> the Buli,kp" head bo:S baske1h:lll wach. S'"".!i11t the !c:1111 w a 
wlid ~69-!JS rcrn,d. His kan1> ""'" four O\'AC d,;,.mpi\,n:;hip-; ( \W,.', ·1,&, '-:': and '7..1): 1..1 scc1iG11;J! 1itJc,~: 
No dimic1 cn:m11s and one rq;h)na! champ,on;;hTJ,, Hndgcpon ;m,:cd an (idx:atcn rq:uiar .1-easnn m IW,h, 
~nding "i!h a firrnl JJ.! ,e-cnnl and 1he L'P! Oas;; .A >1J1e 1mlt d,amp1on,h,p: aml iimshnl as 1h~ 1%'.l Oliw 
C!a,s A rnnneH,p "ilh J ~5.J ,ixonl m ~ time \\hen 1hw: \\Cle nn!; 1,w cb,w, m 1he stale. 

Baxtcr "a> ,uoncd the O!w:i na~, :\ "Ccud1 oft!¼' Ye~·'" in 1%6 and l-..'"<Cume the fiN 1v,,jp,c111 oCihe O\'AC•' 
alhpor\S •·coach oft!1'o Yem" a11:mJ 111 1%9. Ile 112.\ also selected E:111rn1 Olno urn.I fa;t~'fl\ Disrnci .. CG,xh (Jf 
the Yc'mc' 011 ;e,i:rat occas1'on,. l;i !%3. BJxlc-r 11as tlw East= Distrin ·'Athfotic Din."'flor ofihe Y="' nnd he 1,a, 
indrn.'led imo th<'Obio ,\1Metit Adrnir.;,mtor; f!all <Jfbm~ m !9'-H. He lw; abn b<:,;n H;:i;v_:rn,zd h3 the ()h:n !J;rh 
School !fa;l..e1ball ("():,1dlCS As¼>.."ianon. the• Sai,mitl\ \lm1(wia! lla;l..etlult !!all of Fame rhrn,;0! !lie O!ISAA m 
1%8 am! "itb the Lari !!aherfid<lCnadie:sA"m<la! <lieO\',\C Ba;l..~!\Xlll Cbssi.: ;,, l'JS7. B«,tc'l'"n;,,;ci>cxltbe Cu\ 
ffam:il ,\"md limn tlJC C,ir><:r Ohn:, \'alk;s Dapper D-a11 C!ul, ;n :rnn and "hru the ne;. Bndi;c1x1n Hi;:h Schoo! 
"ns cmbtnictc'<l. lll"J floor n1 ihe fo!m J. !b, fa:el G\nma;ium ""' 11..1111,xl rrar.l.. !h~tcr Court 
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Rick DeLuca (O\AC 'FamBi'J 

RirA l)ef.ucu (Wamm Comoli<la1cd lfo:h Sd11wl, Cbss of 1970) Prnbhh the 
on!; <J>H'>1ion re;mn!ing DeLuc,i 15 m "hit a.\[l(:tt nf!lw ()\-AC h3511'1 he m3de a 
sip1ificar:1 rnmrihu1io11. \\'hdher it'> the nrd:.mus task of compiling. the rnnfrr-~nL\>: 
<;tandinp. s_en in:; on ,ariot:s rnmmittccs. dc,dopin!! new I en\urcs, rnc,chmg mid 
e, en rcpmtmg. die c, ems th1ough the media, Deluca has done 11 _all 

!k"s 1hc one" Im puts mg.ether the "'-""kl; s1anding.s ma maJnnl) of spJrE m tilc 
O\:,\C, mcluding foo:lMll, ,nlle}b3!1, ho; s' and girls' haskethall rn1d baseball. 

!t --~, Dd.uc3 ,1lm !~mnulalcd !he OVAC b,1,ketbnl! plaioffa. scning: es the 
<.l_jrcctm nf1bt e,em. am! "h" al<\() rnm!:m1e<l "1!h OVA_(' E~eeutiH, Saret3r} 
!om Ra1:uc1:1J... to e;1~bbh 1he O\'AC Musc:1111 a histomJ! look Jt the ,o,ii"er· 
rnee. it,; sdrnni, am! ,1thletes 1hrnubhuu\ the ;eJr; - "hid,,, lH>thcd in \\'e,!hnrn 
An:r,J in \Vh,·di1rn.. 

De Luca al;;o scr, ea on the 0\1\C \'oiic; ball Commiuee. the O\"AC Baseball Commme1.:. 1l:<: U\{\C 
IJ,)1hkG Commiuee ,md 1he OVi\C Sd,o!cm,hip Crm11nillee. 

He ~1,o offe.s 1hmueh lu, Detu,~ Rea!n business ,ernur,.: ,, ir;,d;, O\"AC \\,H~:,ball 
Schobrsh1p. • • 

Dd.m·a. \\ho aho c"1iadml 1he htgh school hJscbJl! teams Jt_ Hndgcpm1 for thn:e ) c:ar, ;md ffocl_e} c 
Loco! for one: e:ir, 1.1 i\ 1 ercr.ui nftlie Olrn) \"nUe: media, 1,orkm_g for rnore !h:m 40; rnr, a.> a prHtmc 
,p011,"_riter al The filnrs t.cadn. He ,,3, a 1hree-1i,me finalist for Ohm Sr0m"ntcr of the Year h: 
th( l\J!l(H)JI Spons,:rna and Spo11oca,!er, ,\ssocial1on and n:c~i_,cd four J\\Jnh from tk Obu !'n:p 
Spom11n1.-rs Assrn:1atm1L lie abo \\rntc wme amdes for l.'SA fo<la) m HS .,-ar!y ;rnr, aml lus had 
,;e, .:ornl nnn-spo1u mticl~s ruh!ished in ,ariou> rei:h,na! and nntiond pu~lirntion,. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka mm,hds) 

A ,k,h·Jtnl ;u,d ,;oh,rJul 1mh,idu,1l 
01:1111e. l!a)(,,,,Ll 
,.:hnnl 
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Melissa Hammond !Athlete 1980,1 

.\lflimz Jlummmr,/ !ShJd::,s1d1.' !li;h S(h,-,L Us1ss of 1%9). ll\i, fnnis:r L#!) 
liefi "'" ~ S\"111.lrn,l in lhrn, ,1~,1h dunnr. h<.:fj11'C-ptc\tlc't:t. hi\ i\ "JI tmh!ldl \\!ww 
,!Jc 1hind lk liri,:htc,1 

ll.mw~imJ w;,S a fnuH,w 
c,i.,n•ra( We-st !.ih,"11)' 

~ VA 
<:::i 

t,,**4 0 ,,~ .,,. 
"'1 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Crag Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

Croig .Hiller Olridgqmn High Sch(ml. ,,f l97'h !k 1\a, an 
hx>1l)ill pb}C"f and ,ianJuul _b;i,ktlbJlt p!J;er \he Bul!Jog,. bw it wa, 
track am! lic!J "here ;\hlkr i, rc11wrnb<:n.\l ;J.\ one n! !he k>t 10 cn·r pcr!orm 
in 1hc Ohio \\1!1cy. 

Mi[kr hJtl 1up:1h WC :1l 6 IL _-, a:xl 21~) pourul, lo !~ tlx: puni1hing 
lirn:h;,d,.er ~n,I the nlffc'.<l fX1'f in lushclluU lf-'Jl hs.: w;t,. but that 1ir~ w;,, n,mbinJ 
v.ith gn:;ll 'fll'Cd ,,lud1 k 1nili1cd !'1 t'wlel in dlf\'t Ji,/Jnd cs,enL\ 
alk111\\1ml W1\J!!lity Un:\\· him lk l:t)!: ;h tk [hi!k~>-,:<,' nm\! ,1:r,;!lilc athkie 1inn: 
Jolm Ila, lied,. 

;\!ilkr "'h \ht ;;n:;llC\I di,rn, t!mr,,,•rufh!'\cn. lk mn! tii1 climgalcd fr.inw 
JJld 1upcrh a!hkud,m r,, kn,ml". the• fiN ()hin Valky prqll(a w 1,,i1! the· pLmn more than 170 kd. 
nlah!i,hi11~ a nl.",, \.Jlkv ,t1m!.11,! \\ith hi, 17'2-tH 1n,, m 1he Jisirin 1nre1 a, a -,,;1tinr. In 1h<c 32 ,c•ar, 
,imY. P/1]_1' •• tnn di'CU> thm\l<'f', lu1c l-.,:uernl lktl m:nl .. \!ilk: wa, ;1;n,: nmn,•r-up in lh<' di'>CU~ J'> :1 
'-c'IU<lf \lhik alln plalin;;. senmd in lhe Bd!.:in.: RdU}' at, a ;nni,ir ,:inJ '>Clli1w "lllf [YIIH.'rfol flulido;; 
.il,n r.mlc\! wilh !he premier _,hrnputt~r1 durin;;. !lial !ime. (i.1nin;; a h:'1 uf .~2 .\!ilkr 11a, '''j\JJl!J 
J1kp1 <>ll !he trad, ,1,hcn: he s,,:is a prim.: till'<' hi;_:h b,mJkr. rLcwrJi11g till' !xcst 111 the, Ohio Valky 
a, a ,rninr "ilh a ,lm"\.:bing: I.J.7 d,1<;hmg 

:\-!illn "a' al,u a thrn:-;i:ar k11~m1;,n at HnJ,:,'r,<ll1 in ba,lcth:dl 11 hen: he 1,.1, the kaJing rd~1ur,1.kr 
fnr C<md1 l;ranl.. !\axh'r l\l<.'h _,e,1,nn. ).!rlk1 a1crai;cd l'\A po11w, a pm<' a, a wn1nr. 

In l<~nha\l. he t'amc\l all-Olno . .:t!l-0\'AC arn.J aJl.\'allcv honof', alkr ,i ;,:niur 1,:;ir 1\!1id1 ,~\\' him 
h>tJ! IO~ pnrnt1. "hidi indm.!,>tl t!lm! tkld pul, and~( licling. !'AT1. annlha ,lg11 nf Iii, al!-arrn.mU 
takll!,>. l k \\;is .i hlod,ing fullb;1i;I... !Jut 1till 111:m,lf,'.Cd .\22 yJnh 0113u,t 90 totn rnr the· <J- ! !lu!k!o;, ol 
Cmd1 ll;tH' llnmcy. !k ,11,,. aHTaµ,·d .J() ~•mb pcr purn. 

lie op1,:U !H <K~\·rt a li~i!hs\ll -,dlnl.ir,hip ln :\!iJ1m ,,f (/11io L'ni1nai\y. ,1 hc·n.· hc kHtT~><l fuur )!.'sir', 
a, a 1i;_:h1 end ,mJ ,,a, m:i:nrJc>t! :1!l•~IAC hnma, ;J; a;m,inr. 

TJ, llmmii; {l.m,!J Sd1wl. CIJ» ol 
,:~,dbl :11 ,m 3ll•Jnmnd athktc, but it \\a, Pn 
higfc,1 impJd. 

H,mnig eanwd !'oar k!\cl', fnr th<: c~,kt1 ;:, 1hr,r si,miag g11.:dkcqx-r f!lr le:mi, 
11hirh_ fXhlcd a 70- [}- lO rl'1:nn.L [ndu,k<l 1n th_"'t, '>CJ'>on, 1,rn.· t,sn O\',\C all-da,1 
111lc, ,n 1')')2 ~nd )'J'l-t 11\c Ctdds "fr>: wmning ltwsc 111k, hccimc op1xi,mg 
t:,1m1 ju1t 1:nuld11'! fd th;.• lull p:1,1 ll.mrn8. 11,llo s,;1 the IJhi<> \',dky n.·~·nnl s,ith .\ f 
i:an:n ,huln,,h. O,c1:,ll. he 0'-11,:J an.HS pw1, Jgain'1 _Jwr.,gc. !l:s l'.\f'llllll Jfd11·1 
g<1 um10l11:c·,L !k \\;h 11, m_• !1:lllll>t1 a[H lV,\C and l;:ptamcd th<.' ~JI- \'alky f~~m1 a,; a 
'<.'1H11r. lk 11.11 a!<o nam,:,J r i:i:or·,l<l~ l'l~yn of !he Y~:ir ,m,! a H1md,' All-,\m,·n:::m 

On lhe b.:1,lc•lhJH rnurt. llarmi~ HowmwJ ;1s ;1 Y.:nior. s;.·nnng ,K,uly 17 ll<Hlll\ '1 g:mw dn<I pabbtnt 
c-igli1 n:J-..,uncl, ~11 mute In ;,n-o\'N..: and J!I-hlh,; acrnbdl's. In tr.ic~ Jnd fidd. !L:mni;; \.'nmp,.:td ip a 
t1cvy uf l'\C11LI, ~Ul ti 1'.J'> !!! dw hmg 1:m1p 1,J_wn, hl·. 1tnrw.l nnL !k ;rt 1hr OV.\C n.,,wd 1,1!h a mJil ol ~ ! 
kc1. 7 .<n mchc,\ and ,1011 1Jm:cc confn~nes: tnk, {hifih hurdk,. hqJ1 1ump ,mil hnig Jt1mp1 

l !arrnig au:eph'd a <,<;ho!ar-,h,p !m ><ic:Ler lo th,· l'an,:r<i!y of !ndiJJM 1Skri: h~ ,tw.c:d H1 lld Imm 1'197• 
2(K~I and fini~hed 's;o. ! in !U ln,lnf} "i:h-12 shutnuh and ,,-,;uml m, 1uonc·., ((, <t ·nw ![1~•-ia, pb)c'd in 
fourc"IN.,¾.:\11i,,: ~Ci\,\ hod hmr1. 1\lmlmg llK' 7\CAA 1i1k, in J')<J~ and )<J'J'>, ddi:,mng St.mfnn! ( l.q 
nnd SJnL! Clara ( t--HL rc,p,,ti,dy. f!anni;c and OVi\C and Ntl1\ !!.ill or i·amcr folm l!.n li,:cl _(HriJ;,'c>pnn 
l!ii:hl an, \hc• unly \II!\ 0\'AC Jm•dw:1> In play in thR'i: rnn¼>t'U\!\C :\'(-'1\1\ lll/c FQll\c';_ l!.mn1{, !Hrne h 
alt mnth<' Indiana l'ni1cr,i1y nxnat b,xil... !le r:inl.., ,c,rn1h al JU '-!If! !76 <.nt,. a1rni 1J1l' 2.< 1i.:wnc, in 
l'Y/8 are tied for lh,: imh! in a -ca'<m. 

Afta 11:.1 rnlksialc' c";m,-cJ: f!;mnig was sck"-i<"<l m lltt> ~U_li Dl:lli Jm1 lf>.:cn! 1i1n,: ><ith !l.C L'ni1nl He;1I-,, 
pfa:,c\l ii,r lk Pitt1!~J1~h Riwih,,urnh. 

Pat Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

!\1l ,\lilkr !I! {Sh;1,!} ,,.k ! [i;h Sd1,~,L Chi, of )'J79J. I k ,sa, abk 1<1 Ju 1,h.11 i;_.,,, 

,1t!Jk1;:<, can do. rhat t:.:i11,c'. a ,tM in 1110 ,p.in., dmi11; lhc ,anti.' ,,:a'-1,n 
~li!kr ,sa, mnhin~, shnn ol" ,ematinn:d lor 1hc T12tP; in haod,alL ktrc'fFlt! 1<1ur 

tin1c,. Hi, ucmcnd,\ti1 \l1JJ11<>ml time ,lir! mnhing 111 aJ,~r-,ely impai:t hi1 tratl C,m.u 
"hen: he wa, n1aa!ly a, ,:xi:t'ptio11;1I 

ll1c UlcntcJ Tign "'h al,o a ,1dbr r,i,lJcr aind al"' P'-'"-<'~"-'tl the pnme" lO 
with;iJ<J.\ ti!',\. 
rnp1ai1wrl nw T',~L'f t,;i,d13II (Gllll hmh a, :J _ja~i(lf 

,r;N111 one in 1, hidi h,· hil for~ 'iiuhn~ _4,:; ! ;t1c1a1:c·. Tiw 
iw ,~kt'!C'1.f w pmtidpsit,: i,i 1h~ ,\!I-Ob;, llo.<ch:tll s·cric,. 

!k "~' ;dn.vd Jn 1 '0!IL ;1!1•<1;1r di four y.:a1on, and a!I-Li,tcm [)i1tnu tltn.\.' ,ca,on,. ~!illcr'1 Ji:miomt 
c,pluih ,·arn,.,"i.l him a bJ,dt;11I -i:lmr:tr,!Jip 1n 011in l:ni,c•p,i!y. 

Wlnk hi, prqi l>c:1sch:1n 1c,umc i, (!\!ii,' gli11,,fi11g. ii nuy ule ,1 h;1rl...sr:11 w Iii, tra,·h ,rnd lidd :l(XWnpi11h­
nwn11. ;\-lilkr a,:i1ie1cd the 11l1irna:c by wirming 1hc ,1a1i: i~,k vat1li ti!le in l'J7'), !k aho Eni,hd <,g\h m llw 
hifh !nm)\•, HJ lb.: ',JHIC \Uk rnrcL) k \\(lj\ \ im1,1lly C\U}' pok \';lllh rn111pctition a, a 'C111<'L C\\Yjll lnr (11.:; 
Hdbm: Rda;, 11hidx in ib lw;day. ,\lilkt "~' third m Ille p»k 1;rn\1 aml 1hir,l in 1h~ hifh bur.lie, ia 
!hJ\ m,Yl, nm,hing (Cl[) lni:;tl srnfc'r in lhc >l:l!c·, >c'l.:\l!lJ-Jar:2~,,t llWCl ;(! lllc link' 

Th<' hTrilit Ti;t~f w;i- ,! t11<Hi.m,· :iH-Vallcy hom1rre ~nd 11a~ <dc'l.:lc'd 1n ·11!<: !mcHiseno.:r\ J!i lk'l.:.ide 
ruck T~;1m. 

!k cnin)td mad\ gm1iwn ,mTc:1> a, '"'IL ·11i,.: !t1rJ-nm11ing Tii;,cr earned a!I-Ohin hnnon h11h hi1 jonim 
.md ,cmN rampaig11>. ·111~ 1hrt'C·J\";ir pil kHrnn,m wa, nrsi w,1m all-OVAL ;1!1-\',iUc; 2nd Jll•Lt,tcrn 
lli,11iu hi\ la11 11\n ¼\1,0111. 

Mi1kc 1\lm ,cried a, !he Ti;trs" ~J[Jtaill J> ;1 -,,;ninr, E,lim\d in !Ji, t"a!llcr·, fonhlc']h J ,d pb;rd il11h~ 
0\'1\C J\H-SlJr I i&llh: 

Sharon Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 

if/JIJ,1 J 1~ 

r Lij 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Art Hehr (Athlete - 1950s) 

_,\n !Jehr (Bri,!t:epnn llish S,:hrn1l. CJ::,, nf 1959): lk i;r:1<luJ1d J, the 
,1 rmun;:e,t ,·,mxr_ \\r,;,\kr m the OVAC, "ith t\\n ,mnghl unbeaten ,ea,on, 
rnppcd by Ollin mk'> in 1958 and !'!59 altn p!Jung tlmJ 111 tile ,tatc mcc! 
a~ a ,11pbmnme. lie w;1, G1prnin d 1he 195') Ohin 1t,ite o.:hampinn1i11p team 

the fas\ for an O\'c\C member. 1:c,;1,he<.I be O\"AC Halt nf Farner Gcnn:e 
Kmalid,. Ile 11,,n Im fast 1110 titk, at 127 jxmml, after '-"\llllpcting ;:! 15.o 
pound, a, a ,oph,imnn:. !le al10 ""n lhrce ,o,,se,m,,e O\'AC rnk, nn. 
confert':<H:C ,;h,1mpio:1chip 1eam1. 

He .JI.lo rnmpcwd in h1H1bal1 ~nd 11a, a memhcrnf the BuUdnc:,· fiN-ncr 
unbc:1re11 .scao,1,n in !9.'ii:! an,! the firq Btalgqx111 team to t.ldeal ii,Ji Manin, 

A!!er S<'r\HW m the L' S. Amw from !'15'1-h2. be cnmlkd al West [_1(1<:r1, 
meml1<:r .,f 1hC Wc,1 Virpnia Cnflfm:nce ti!le !e;irm in )'}61 am! !%.~. al,,r; 
!k \\a, in_\un:d ;md coultfo ·t cmnpde fnr pall of hi'\ rnlkge ean:,·1. 

A her srad1winrt. he c:oachd "rc,tnns at Wh~di"S College mid <,t,lrtcd tile "re,11i11;, pm;·r-1111 m 
nlJ Sl.:Jluc l11fh Sdmd. lie al,nrnachcJ :\!Jrtin> Fell"} l!i~h 1n ;m OVAC t:!lc m 11Jh,\ a, 11d! '" 
,cc1inn;:1! and ,J,1trk! em,1 n,. l le ,n1cJ a, a 1, 1,:1llin<: nffio,11 rrnm l'flll-86 aml a, athk1ie Uirenm 
at Sl.:},ue f<1r 2K ;e~r, am! ;\loon"' Ccntr;,J :110 :,.e:,r-Z p!u, three ;,e,1r, a, 1r.1d, co,1d1 al Sk}HH:-

f_!ehr 11;h mdu~ted into 1h':' Bm.!~epmt lhsh Schou! Spon.; f!JII n! F.11nc \ll W!t ;md 1,;h !l,c 
rccip,cnt nf the OV,\C \\'re,1lrns Coache\ '";\!r, ;\bf" a"anl m :011. 

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete. I960s) 

Dan ,lbram1rn-ic:; (Steube11vi1le Cmho1ic Central !Ii.di Sth\ml. Cl.!,, o( 
lW,_1). ·n1i, flue-fin~cm.l wi,k recc:ver lwJ !n ma\..e be!iC,cr, nul of n,1mt!n, 
doubttr, c1·t1, <.!ep n! hi, hrilliam fouthall career. 

TI1e Cm-;a,.kr,· lhrec-,rmt ,!amlout ts,h ,kemcd 100 1lnw and 1,>11 1mJII 
1n mal-c i! ia hif-1ime rnlltF fn-n1bal!. After he >hrc<kkd 1h;i1 (~lfac). 
Abr.1rrnmiu did 1<1 nen mon: emphatka!ly on !he pmkssiona! !nd 

Alier a ,prl.Jins ~areer a1_ Stcubw,ilk Central \\here he 1-a\ hnnNrd a1 
an a!J,OVAC and ,tH-Oh1n ,1,Hk ro._·et1er. the rnlk[e rec:rnitcr11,ci,; mm here 
I<> be fotmd. l\!nid olf hy hi1 pc<le11!ian•!ike .\.8 40-mdcr do,:bnf- m, lom: 
cnllcge c.d10!Jf',hip offer ~ame frnrn X.111er Uni1-er,ity in Gmci1mJll 

Abr,mm1,icz mJ.tle the mo'1 of that oppon11nity. ,mt.! went ,m w cnpy a rrnml-,eui11g ,ta; "i!h 
the .\!u,ketcers. 

Abr.1mnwicz e,tabfi,!u:d a boot of Xavkr r,;c·eil'i!lg record, <lurmg a 1,rilli,Hll four-,:·sr \:arcci. 
i11dm.lin:; 1:0 catchn fnr (.6H5 j<mh ~n,J !,I tm1chtlown1. 

!fa pm<lifillil> number-, rc,tiltcd in him being !Jbbcd by !he :'-<cw Orkath S.imh i11 !he !7lh aml 
fin.ii rimn<l ,:fthe t%7 :,.;n. Draft. ·111J! 17th r111:nd pid, Ulmc<l out tt, Ix) 3 gem for the Saim,. 

Abramm11cz (:Jr'lcd out" pm car<:-cr that many !ir\l·W\lnder-; \\Ptlid rdhh 
lk wa, 1ns.tJn! impacl in ... !lie Big Ea,1 :· !andir,b 511 p,1>1e; fm 72 ! Jar-d, and six wucfa!,nsw, a, 

he ,sa, nne of lhe (op '-'"iltern.kr, for NFL Rrn>l-ic ,,r !IK Ye.ir hnn"rs. 
T"o ,ca,(m, !mer, Abr.11mrniu kd !h<C k;tfllC 11ith "/} iccep!i,111,. !hi b:;;;_:c,t :-.n. aduc,cmcnt, 

hn1,e\er, "a, ,ening a league recnr1.t !or c;11ehmg n pa,, in JO.\ rn111crn11\e game,. v,hich h,1, ,i~c·c 
been brol-en. The Saints de;1it Abr.inim-iu tn tile S,m FrJnchc" 4'ler, afkr 1he scc·nnd c::tme ,,f (ht 
197J ,e;11<m fnt dr;;.li d1oice,. Afler an adju,!ment pcri1'IJ. he hecime a ,l')e,,- starter.the L1'1 11 
i;arne,, c·atd1inf }5 jJ.;MC'> fnr ,Wl :arJ, and a TD He rcl_i!e<l after Jhc• !'17..1 ,,:a,nn, a c:nnJMip1 i_n 
"h1d1 he grabm'd 25 pa"e' lnr San Franns.co, Abr:m:n"K7 put up . n\lmhtr, ,!m-1111 hh 
ci;ht :-c~r NFLcaren Ile c.rni:hl J6') p.:1,,e, tor 5.fi861anl, and 19 "llh 

Doug Swearingen (Athlete· 1970s) 
/)augS•n:ari11ge'.' (\fartin, Ferry lli['h Sd1,t1I. Ch,,,,( !97'Jt. He "a, \Jt:~l 

l-no"n !or hi, pitd1mg pru"e,s. bul S"e:inngcn 1,a, a nml!i-,1-,,m ,iandom !or 
the l'mpic Rider,. 

l:1 ;,dditi,ln tn the diamond. S,1cari~gca _;parl.kll nn !he gridi_ron ih 11d] a, tile 
hanfo(~x.l for Fc·IT}·. Wi1h that ,md. S1,cm111se11 rem:um one nt the fine\! hurkr<, 
in Oliio Vd!ey ])f\'[l :mn.1!1. 

TI1e ct;1t1y ,omhpaw wa, a four•) ear ba,cball lc1tenn:m for 1he Purple Ritkr,. 
When nnt on tile hi!I. S11~mi1m;;1 "al~ har-.J-hi!tint! nutfidder 

He v.a, a l\\n-timc all-Vall¢y b,m<>ree and 1,a1 a~fir-,Hcam all-Olm, ....:lcr11un 
.i, a <cmm. TI1ere l'.t'. nn aJ!.()V,\C !c;un hack then. 

S,1caring1.·11 ,,cnl 6-l ;i ,c1uor, ,;ornpilinp a minis.culc 0.7.i ERA_. !k fanntd f)IJ b;Jitcr, 1n 62 innins, 
lie ,,a, ('tJual!J ib !1'.llent a1 !he pb1c. batlm[-: a mb111l ..\12 .s1!h eifhl doubk,. 1hrw 111ple1,,111e h<•rnrr 
,m<l :'A_ RB!. Hr !mt the ui1_i1natr hcanbri:a~cr tbt -,pririg, Jn,ppi11:;. u l-0, 10-mnin;: lfr,trict final affair 
tn Cadu. lk ,trnd; out 20 ma mule-;;om;; etfon_ 

Sm:h an rn1ht:m<lin;; prep rn1t't..'f h:id cnllc;:e has,ebJH rnadics ,-meting lhe 6 ti.:. [95-potm<l ¼mth­
paw. ! le dm"-' ll1e Olm, Stll!e Uni\cr,ity, a d.-:ci,irn1 he "r>t:ll! nor t-ep1.'L S11<Carin;;cn 11,ts a frnlf•;e:u 
lc11crmcn tiir the lluc·l-cies, fk L·ompikd a ,parl-l!q; 23-13 L·a;ecr n1arl 1,Hh a J.Kn ERA. S"e,inn;;en 
,-.1, a ,up,'ffi 9-! a, ,1 Junior, lo,ifig 11nly In OUahnma in the SCAA Rq;irnial. He 1s.t, ',(,'t..·on<l-team 
.1.1!-Big Ten rb_t s,e:MNL s,,ca!i_nfCl1 fim,hc'tl !m Scarlet&. Gr:i) l·arc~1 Uttl l"ot J.\lh pfa~e !or ~;tn."<:r 
mound 111111. nm(h 111 mnmi:'> pitched (~781 and !3th 111 smkrnut, C:2..11. !k 1Sa1 the team\ cn-c,ipia:n 
a .. , J senior. 

lk '-<l' t!m1kd by the S<::mlc ~!armer-; ill the ::J;,J rnmuJ. l !e pitdv.'s! f,ir four :c;ir, i111he rnimlf's. r<m\f 
3rr-~2 "11h;1 3Jr, ERA_S,1c,i.rin:;:en "a.,Jlwa m.:mbernt the !982 t '_<;,_'.\a1irnu!TC:u1111 hich 11a11ic·iis111.·d 
111 Sn:.111J Kmca. lk pmtct.l a }-1 rcrn1-.J \\!Ill a 2.25 ER,\ a, the!)_<;. cl:rnned 1he bm;w: m~'\~l . 

Atllll·}'"'.!f in footbx1ll ;md h;1,~eltia!I ktl~'1111;111.hc \la\ a fa,r-lcam all•OVAC Urkmi;e bacl- a,a 
,cnim and ,\;c, ch!isen 10 play in the OV,\C All•Star F,~,1twll G;unc. but ll~ opted to b:, p.ac, the i:ame 
J1JC to !m Ohm Slale ba<cbal! <d!n[m,i11p 

Chris Starr (Athlete. 1980sJ 
Chris Starr ( Bucl-_e:-c Trni! Hi~h Sdmul. Cbo, of l'l~fi_\. You 1ia1i1c th\'.:" ,p.,rt 

and !hh t,mncr \\"amnr ,Inned en muw to ean1111µ 12 ,-m,n; k11er, ;rnd e1em11 
ally a st·h11lar1liip ln \lkh1p11L 

While f<»>ttial! uml baskelball "ere prinrit;e, l\,r Starr. na,dnH "a, ,1here 
he made hi, ffCalc~t m1p,n:I. 

Siarr "a" a 'lan<lout rn1 the hill for tile Warrim, and earned fir1! 1cam al! 
Ohm Chi, A, lir--.1-te:m1 all•L11tcm Di1tnd and liP,t-team alH-1\AC. fk also 
played in the Olilo ;,'nrtl\-S,rnlh ,\!!-Star Scrie1. 

Dunn;; the ~_11mmer month. St,m 11·.1, ~ key umtrihutnr lilf 1he ;\l~rnan! 
1'<h1 M,h Amcncan Lc~Hm ,_qua_d "h1d1 ""n 1110 \tatc till~, a11d p!a:;cd Ill the 
,\menc:1n [_c;am Wmk! Sene~ m [986. 

Starr earned a fu]I b;iccb:d! ,cholar,hip to play for rlie \\'ol<.erinn in ba1cha1L lk p!a)cd 111(1 
,ca,nn, 111 ,\n11 Arbor, 1,inninµ a Big JO diampiomhip _m 1987. Due in injur). Starr e1enrn­
a!ly tr.rnsfrrred t<1 ,\lu,l-inpnn Cul_kgc "here _he p,tche<l tnr rno )e;it\. c,1ming a!J.Of1in A1hkt1\· 
C,mfrrem·e !mnors. lk had I ~j ,mkemth 111 !111. !1<0 .1ea,(>!\', "!1/J Jil ERA of 2.X ! <Hid 11-as 1::tmcd 
a prc-~ea'Am ~II-American, but tnre Ill, :\CL ill the ifr,t Fame of !h<C ,c,Nm 

Cnm11111ing 10 mercrnne ad,er,i!y, Starr 11a1 dra!!cd rn 1he llith mund of 1!_ic 1'-fajor L,:;1pic 
Ba,cbaH Dra1t b~ 1he Te\a'> Rnngcr<- m !'!<ll. l!e pl.i~ed Jhree ,e,1,n11, n1 pmte,,a,mal b::,rbalL 

(hi the 1t~11bal! tidd< Starr dd1td hh n:une rnto HtKkcie Tm,_! h1<1nr:,. a~ the ,d!'.:",I\ :1!l•t!lll( 
lcad~r rn )M',l!l/! aml rn,hrng )anJ,_ fk 11n, ,m lm1mrahle 1ncn1H111 ,.lil-Oh:o ;m:l. hrst-tr.\!!1l ;ill 
OVAC amt fir1Hc_am aH-E.1,1cm D1,_:rn:L !k ,,:1> chn,cn io plaJ in thc ()\'AC :\!I-Sur r,~,:•,,,ii 
G;mic, but I urned 1i dim 11 dt1c m l.epon ha,d1aH. 

Dmi11;: ba,~etb;1I! <e,1,m1. Starr also earned a!l-,w\t· ac.:,,!;,,.ks. ! k 11,c,, rumcd t,, 1J1t third-r~:m1 ;i, 
11d! ::, fo1t•l~am ,d\-O\AC ;md ,1\I-Di,1nc1 1~ ,qua<.J,.AH 1okLk ,,uwl ·:_70 (~>, •.. ,1,c."c···" . -
pomh ,1 i~mc. llc ;;r-:1bbeJ _167 rdrounJ,. pa\sed out 15.\ sl\111t1 ;111d <hnt-b pc~,,1;1 irum 11": l1dd 

Joe I\ilaroon (Athlete. t950s) 
Joe .lfarmm (SL Joh11 Central HiFh Sd:noL Cla;s of !'JSS). A fom-)ear lmh 

knemia11 in ft~1tba!L ba,~erball and ba,eball. he becam<C the Er,1 St. folm·, 
pit!Jcr to earn fir--t team ,\11-0!nn r,~11hal1 lmnnr, /a1 a Jdcn,1,e ~:1fr1y) nnJ 
;1!1n ,1a, .111 ,\H-Olm, ha,d1a1! ,ckctirn1, :\ [\,(Hime A!l-OVAC and :\11-\';ilk~ 
fnollmil_ lmm1rec, he 1\:11 rn•<.·apwin nf 1he !_957 AII-OV 'Big Sd1,¾ll' honnr roll 
;i, a 5-1ont-h. j_';().pp1111d h"H'UY ll;ick. A!ter earning ,cs.:nml le~m t\!l-0\',\C 
hnnms :ha ,oµhnmrne. he helped the !rilh nxmd the ,ch,~1f\ fir,l-c1ff perk>.:! 
(notli;ill 1e;1,on nt ').g "nh an OVAC title a, a ju11ior under Coach Hen !k;d; 
in !')56. Tl1en he j)(l\led majm ,tati,tic, n1,ml} ,e,en :;ame1 ((,.J rn-.,rdi ma 
,i:mnr ,c::,m1 ,honencd t,, mfluenn. 

,\,;, <emnr, :\latnm le~! the lri,li in scoring ,111<! rn,hins i11 !he"''-""""" 
1c;t«m, lk led Ea,trm Oh10 \\ilh 107 point\ on f7 1oudHkmn> 
i:,nnpktcd 11, of J5 \JJ.,,e, fo(' e1~IH ;.con:'1. flc had cigtu TD rnn, 
lid, 1 tor T!h v. i!h ;1 lnng of IS :, anh: and had four-TD Fames a,•,mH 
B~mc,; i!k. On defrn,e. he imen.:~p,~d J'i, e !M'>"-'' ,mil ;il<n punted. 

,\ (hre~-,[}11!"1 !n,li 1cam uH·;1ptam. he also "a.1 ,ekc1rd capwrn of !he n111ning 
arnwal Ohm-W. \'a. AH-StM ~,m:e. He also s,a, a,.;mkd tl1c C\>Gt•Co!a Scholar 
the OYM' 

tc:im i11 the 
.-\1,mJ by 

M,mx,11 :men(kd !n<liJllJ l.ifli,er,it:, on a foo1b;dl ,clwlar,liip an<l e;uned ,ka<lemic ,\!L\mcrica 
h"nu_rs. l!e "'b a ,ianinf h,1lflm:l- i1_1 !'llil) an<l ~•eraged 5J ;anh a cane. 

After rc,;e:qng a med1cat tiq:rt"l; from !nd1w1a. lw tr.Hnc,:I ,rt Gern1:ctm,n l.'nilcr,it} and a! (hfon.! 
l.'ni,cr-,i\} in England. Cimemly Vi(:c-Owimrnn an(! l'nifo\,or of Netm"ur;:ci:,- ~! !he L'niuT,ii; nf 
Pi111bur;h. he i, ,1!'<1 the Te,un ,\c1ml'>m~crn1 for the Pi111lmr;h Slcdcr,. !k al10 parw:rp~tc, in m11ncr­
mh marnthnn r,:tce, and niaihlom. !k 11a, the lipper Ohio \";illcy Dapper Dan \!an dthe Yc.ir i11 !9~7 

Richard 'Dick' Kerwood (Athlete -19611,J 
Riclwnf "Dick" Kennmd milhnp Dnnab1e lli[h Sc-hit11!. Cla,s nf 1968} 

Snrne 1tmdd ha,c vin,ctl it ,1:,; a !wndic;1p: Kcrnooil u<cd it a, mnth-a!inn. 
111c Bi<lmp Donahue ,tJr ,-.1, bom June 'J, !'l.'it\ with ja1t one ;mn. It 11escr 

hindrn:U him in lik .i!hktic,. 
Dunnr hi, Jm1tb. pl:1:ed ba,kcibail and ba1cball, e,cd!ing in both. !le 

s,a, al,o a pioneer in \\C!fht!il"tin~. Ile lmugh1 a c.11t iwn ,et of ,1ei;;lu1 ,1hile 
rn pi1dc ,,·hool and uw<l H pas111rna1dy. The vi1innar;y ,1ren~th trarning paid 
l1am.hrnnc dividend,. 

A1 a he1hmai\ sit Bi,lwp D.mahue. Kcn,m.xt p!a;cd fpo(lmlL !)a1ketbc1H Jnd 
ba1cba!I !ur Cn~ch Tom O"Cnnndl, tdtcnng in al! three ,port 1. 

Dimnf the_ncxi three :,car, rn the ;1-k;\kd,cn-ha,td whrnif_. he 1,ptcd 1n n11Kcn 
lrntt on ,ll!I! tno!ha!l aml ba,lerball. It prmcd a prudent <Jcu11on, 

·n1e p,n1erfol 6 h. 2, l'lH-p<n1mkr started mi tile gridimn hi, !Ina] 1lm.:c ,c,:,mi, '" ,1 cc-mer, m1Jdlt 
lindur\..er und l-kler 

Dunns that time. he 1.1,1, arrnrJed ail• \';liley, all-0\',\C nnd aH-Sta1e honor1, n.i1m·d ~;:pt,1111 nf" the 
firq t"o ,111.,t.ir ,quad1. 

Kern rxiti di>tin;:rn,ltell )1i111<cif ,o much a, a senior i:mJder tlmt he c;uned honor;;,hk mention :\11-
:\menc·ap plau<lih. lk ,1,11 alln in,itcd 10 p!a:, in !he OV:\C ,\l!-Swr Fnn1t,all G:ime. 

!!i, \ia,~db;11l ,:;1reer 1,ith I.ii~ Ilislmp; stl\<1 tr~ik on all--i<ff '.latm. Kef"\H>11<.! 11-a<, the h.'!l1ll''> u•nler 
and FJHld.l :111-0\":\C aml Jti•Ya\leJ b@irs.lk 11a, :Kem-Jed rile Spo111malllhip Tniphz s\t tl1c Weit 
\"1rµ111m Swe B.i1ht1J:1E T(>um:im~11t a, a ,emnc 

Ker,,rn,,r, <p:1rUi11g 11rq1 pl.!: atfonktl him ,e,er.il rn!ic~c ,dwl:1r,hip offer', in hoth f,~lltnl\ and 
lia,~elltall. Ile opted to p!a; h~11bal1 at S~km C,1He~c. e,m1111g e~!cn,he pla: mg time a, a freshman. 

1\\ fate 11m1ld h:ne iL Kenwnd ,1;11 traµica!!y lilkd i;i ,m ;mtomobik ;1,-ndc111 ,lmn!J a!!cr hi, 
fnl',h c•riJ ,e:±1oi1 m Salem. 

Alex Welker (Athlete - 19711,) 
Mex \frfker (nw Lrn,I; Sdmol, Cla1:, of !</77). lk 1< the Michael f'lldp, of 

Ohio \'aHey wmmwra. 
Wdl-cr ,p!J,ktl hi1 \1ay 10 a canxr like mme nther in OV,\C ,1,tmming annal,. 

Sim11!J put. Welker wa, 1mh<'.a(ab!c . 
J"hc Lm,ly ,tar nner lmt 3 r.Ke i,1 hit:h ,d1onl. indudmg rda:,. ,o it i, (1!1[) 

fittrng !IW! heh the fir1t ,w1mmer to he md,xtell intn lhe O\'AC !fall 01' Fame. 
He enrer~d Lm,ly 111 a ,or,lwmore and qmell} estabbhcd hm1,dt a\ an aq11ati, 

l!ar. ,\11 enlm:naiimi poim !n hil 1mhkm;,hnl rffnrtl "·a, that he ltdd an OVAC 
rcwnl ill e\e>y c~em he wmr1etc<l nL !le crnnpete<l 11i1!mt1t e_\er 1lw,m2 !m b,.x!} 
or tup,:nng. 1neih,kh 111c 111 Jm,n reo11tancc.) 1eldmg fa\ttr rnn~,. 

\\'dkcr ,till hohh .1chonl and OV,\C reum1, tlating barl- m 1'>76. He earned 1hc tii1tinc1i,.i:1 of bcin;: 
twmc.J A!l ·,\mcriGm a, hnth a wninr a:1d ,cninr. 

!_Ii> u_npard!ded ,wimmins .:arecr pnnc<l a _,rringbn.:ird HJ a ,d111far,1t;p lhun -nie Obin St.ilc 
[_;rn,er,;!y. 11ml Wdhcr fn:md mmt' P,:l\\] ,uc,;e11 111 Cnhnnba\. 

lie >\a> ,ulcd 1he Btacl.:e:e, • Fn:'.1hm,m S"immernflhe Ye:tr. helping tb~ s~arkt & Gr.1} to;, n.111n~r-
11p finhh in the Big. lCn. !le w:11 ,r ts,1Hime :\C,\A qualilkr 11hifo c,1abbhing ti, c Oh:n Staie re~,irJ,. 

Welker. unforltmald), <ntfrred a imjor ,houlJn injury during hi, 1nphrnn01e ,ea,()11. ~ih! m:m: 
!hough! hi-;'" imming ~:m.'-er 11:i, mer. !le pnn rJ Ille na) sa)eB ,1nrng a, he r:ITT1e.J --cumeback of tile 
Year A11ard'" ,,hilc al,n ,ening a 1iew Ohio Sl:ll<'. r<'rnrtl m the :OU-meter free.lt)-k ih :i 1c;m1L 

lk ;,l,o ,er 1mmew111 r~cmd, during hi1 earlier )Car, ln :\Ali ~Oll1!)<)1i1iHl1. 
lk al,n earned a pi~>.:e n( ;1 1,orld rernnJ. ln J</75, he "a\. a rnenihcrof a !H•"\ irnm,·r1earn 111at e,tall 

Ji1hrd a »odd mar\.. m l11e 50-milc rel;;) in .\1mnH \"crnon. Ohio. 1,i!h Welker pm!in;i the fa,te1t ,pl it. 

Shawn Vincent (Athlele - 1980s) 
Shmrn l"inerlZf !SL Cbir,,ilk Hidt Sd!ooL Cla-i, n!' l'JX7). Football 1"1, !he 

name of' the s<tmc for t!m Red De, ;i\· KOil 

Y,n1 name !he \\a} tn he msn!,e,J in a frnith:i!l rame and Vincent 11a, 1he kadcr 
da warn that ads.m1:cd !" t11e OllSAA Di,i,in11 HJ ,1:11e ,cmifina!c h~forc fallin;.' 
w ChJc:rm F.dl, Krn,1011. 22-21 • 

\'i11Cen1 trisscre<J 1he Red Dnih' anack a1 _the qu:1ncrfock 11mt_. ,eui11.~ ,m Ohio 
\"a!k; 1c-.;onl !or m_,hmg ;ar<l, 1mm the \F\h1twn at Ll60 jard, m U fam~,. Ile 
aho ,wr~d 1511 j1'.llll1'., tm a Hed De,11 sqt1Jd 11h1d1 110n the O\'AC Cfa.1, J-,\ 
title. Omin1, Ille re~ubr SE:a<on. Vince~! a,em::ed lO.l l'an.l, it can, und •••.:oml 
20 touchdn\111,. • ' • • 

Vincent pa1,ct1 for .u 1 ) nnh :md fllur !ouchd1n1.11< 
AU 1nltl, he ,c,m:d :.i 1011d:dm-i1,. Ile 1,a, al,u a 
638 J<mh aml three s,;11re,. On 1he ddc·11snc ,1de 
h:i<l '-C\Cll 1mcn:qlli<1i1',_ 

Fnr hi, ,ca<on. \'i11ccm »<h an JII-OVAC. a!I-Ohio and aU-\"allc;­
Up,>n hi1 !_:E1duati1m. he Jccqnctl ;:i 1cho!;mhip tn p!a) dcknme 

,:,uted 1<,r the Zip, for 1!m·~ ,ea,(1111 .ind in ]')gs ,bred the 
,d1<,c1I r~rnd 1silh ~h'i 111tcrccp1w11 reri:m :-:1nh nnd lli1 \} 

rcs:twcl hno~. 
(hrn .1ip1nl a_ !rc<C-a~ent wntrac! nith the Pim!rnz:,:h Sledcr,, p\1:,w; lO !c mie~ in !'.l'll ;md 

,n, 11r,llni: 1\'ll 1•n~rrcruon,. 
,\,11.k !wm !1is hw11l\Clll ,.,_ ------,.---;·;;·;··_--;- ;;;k:;rnJhc/dh>r the R,·d !k,i1'. 

\iw 1t:h'k rno,t 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Arnbcr Ellison (Athlete~ 1990s) 

Ambt'r Elli.l'lm (i\leado\dmxlk llid1 Schnul, Class of !lJ<NJ 
La(ly Coils' baskctli;I!! pnip,un h ()n~ of lhe most '>torkd in the OhlO 
\'alley and E!!i,011 i> a major reason ithJ 

Ellison v,as a fow .. Je.ar kHef\sim1a for 1!1(: Lady Colt>. !Wict 
ing fim !cam all-Ohio accolades en ror11e w Iler honors and 
ba,heiball ,d10!ar,h1p 10 Whcding Jernit l 'niH'r'iity, 

Sh1:'s curm11ly Mcadot1.broo!(,; ,cco:id aH iim,:: girL1' leader in poi ms 
( 1 J6.,) and n.:bmmds (8.10) am! all·!imc k,ukr in stca!s ()Ob) am! 
,EsL;L; H72J. El1isnn al.lo !!old~ ,\kado,\lm:,ok si112le•ganw rcrnrd 
for 44 poinl.'i, wlm:h she nct1cd as a John Marslu11. 

D11ring !!tlt ,,:ninr <;ea-;011, Elli.ion 24. ! point~ and !4£, rd1<.1wid~ 11<:r game" 
toelery firsHe:un :n1:1n! imaginable first-team all-Ohio in Oivi.1ion H, Eastern 
l'!aJcr of the Year, AU l)bak1 [2; l'l:!Jcr nf the ;ear in the E1st Central Ohiu Leap1e and fir:,1 
team aU-()VAC She WJS alsn chthen for the Obin '.'iorth-South and O\'AC Ail-Siar ptm6. 

A, a junior_ EHiw11 pimred in !') poims, grah!wd rn rel».Hmtk p:1sscd om 5.7 rmim and 
wan.:d .'L'i >teab per game en route to first -team all-C\\'f}!!ting. She was atso nam1;d honmah!e 
mention all·USA Today. 

!fha1ke1hall wa_rn·i enough, Ellisrn1 i\ al.',() one of !he finest <,of'!!mll pla,teR co cser \H'ar a 
Lady ('nils' unifonn. She baned ll<'lter1han .400 \'\'cry year of her career. Ellison was a three 
tinw all-Ohio ,of1baH sekction nnd fouH!n1e ;i!!-distrkt pkL She was pfayer of rhe )ear. a, ii 
sophomore. !11 the ECOL afll'rbauing ..50(, 11ith ,e1e11 home rnns, snen triples am! .17 RBL 

At Wheeling Jesuit, Elli.'\on .\Cored 1273 C:lITt:rpinl'>,jcr.lhhcd 521 rd)mJJld:\, pa1scd Ont JS') 
a;si,:s and made 218 sterrls and hlocked-12 shoh. ,\ four._1-car !enerwirmec she \Vas a 1110.year 
captain fnr the Lady Cmtlinah and was twice n:1m.:d to !he al!•WVl:\C ,quad. 

·\ftcr ha playin1: can.Tr at Jc.suit, E!H,on i\CL'Cp1nl a cmiching po.1i!ion at Shenamloah 11 hen: 
,!w ,er. t•d as an assisWnt for a oeasm1 bdun; ;:i.,,·endi11g tn the head coaching joh. She w;\s v,ith 
the L:1d7 7.cp, for 1lirec ~easom. pi.ming a 54- !7 recnrd 1ihi!e 1eachinµ three 1lis:rie1 tourna­
ments. She abo bd hrid coaching siim~ at Fra11Uiri Heights amf Okntangy Oranre 

Kenny Howell !Athlete~ 2000s) 
Ke1111y llowell(SL Jnlm Ci:mral lligh School, Clas, of2000) 

mancr i!w ,eason nr the sport fnr this f,:inrn.T l!l',h ,tm1douL 
!!owner. it wa, in trad, and fidd 1d1erc Hov,cll made his 

impact despi1e on!y participating in thr: ,;p.ort for thret• :,c,u:; hcc;rnse 
plaJ('d ba~cball ;n a freshrn,111 . 

.-\fwr being cnco1H'1l[:t'd to give trad. a trv, !lmq:H !K'camc 
tli,'. areas mmt dernratcd male 1hro11er. in i!\e discu, am! shot 
flllL 

flm,e!I Wi!'i a 1hrce-1(me aft-Ohioan in !Ir placed third m 
th, s;tatc hb first ,ea,on m !h,c circle ;im! the cn,ctcd Didsion !Jl state cham-
pionship in 1999 As n ,cnior, l hi11.·dt was '.'.';"·c;.;··m\l.il th,• ttatc 1.\hcn he oetrkd 
!"or siher despite a !l<'Ro1wl-he•;1 1hm11 rif ! 80 mark •;!ill as 1he best in Ohio 
\'a11ey history, ;\hmi with his efforts in the .\\ale crnnpdition, Hm1eH was a 1!m'.,: lime OV:\C 
Champion in !he pb;h:r ncr1L 

llO\>Cll placed fif!h in (he >!d!e a;!:01 jl\11 rnmpi:1i1i,.m ii> a ,cnim and was a tw;Hime OV,\C 
ch:m1pion in the irun-baH cvcrn. 

llm1e!! a!rn nrn on high q11aH1y sprint relay team> for 1hc Irish. 
On frw:it!nlt lkhL llP>'CII e1clicd into SL John hismry ill a thn:C-j(:;;)f 

suner "luads 1,hich rnmhincd for a record and·····'''' ''--t!w pfayoffs in 1999 
;!lier a (). \ ~caaon. 

lkme!! 1,a, the primary rnnning bad, for the fri,h .. m113;,si11g [5()(} J;inls as a junior en nmte 
!n 01.•cnml"lc;1111 ;i!!-Ohin siaru,. lk 1vas firs:J.tcam aH-s1a1,:r a; a ,cnior 11hcn he r.m for heller 
th~ri ! JOO yards and was tw!Ce named 1n tlw OV,\C's fk;t !cam. 

l!uwd! wa, alst1 a !!trci:-;car starter for the !n;.h !Ktskc1ball prngr.mL 
,\!kr hiJ:h ,rllon!, !IU\\Cl! :iccrcpld! a irack ;d1o!i!r,hip to West Vi~dma !Tni,er.ity, hm 

t•vcnluaHy lransfcrn:d w 'llw Ohio Slak l 'nner;l!y \>here he compkted hi> c;irecr and 1kgree 
lie now resides i11 Columh11s and "mb in 1lw rn1mmninn hu.1inn,. 

Thon1as E. Rataiczak tOVAC Family) 
Tlwmas E. Ratlzi,·wk ( !leHaire ! lirh S~honL na,.s of I 'JM ). Succteding 

the !alt Sam ,\lumley and his fricnd-10-aH. gel -it-done anJ:mk as tlw gmd· 
ing_ fnrct nf the Ohin \'alley ,\thlctic Conrncnce \\(m!d 1101. be an easy task. 
!mt it\ one that Rataia.1!. ha, done with trernendo115 \'ision and class. 
nml then snme" 

·•1fa1" has beell (h\! de fac!D head of IIB.' OVAC ;i, E\CCU1iH'. Secretary 
since 1999, ;ill(J umla his kader;llip. 1he hi-,1a1e rnnfrrencc trns p1mn 
to an :!!!-time high of 50 memtx:r ;choofs fmrn Ohm and \\C,t \'irpma. 

During Ra!~Knl;', wa1ch, 1h:: Confon:ncc has 1,m1,n by !caps am! 
bound; ma varie1y orm-eas. :\moag them h;ne bc•cn the fo11na1ion of the OVAC Hal! of Fame 
and 1hc OV:\C Spons \lu;,emn (holh 111 Wc,!l;mcu Afl'na in \Vhcc!!ng); ins:l!u!lng 
boJ s' and µir!, • ha',kctba!! 1mmrnmen1s mJny uf th1" n1lwr ,·,cnts, moi,t no!i!bl) 
the n;1-Lwd fomiat of th:: ;;"ckch1m;1/l11,,shlpj1 cccil·'•'''an ,\l!-Confrrtnce Academic Team 
in nmjunctilm ,1 ith Ohm of ;m official OV:\C ,1cb:1tfe: stan• 
11;\rdizmg all d1;1111pi1ma,hip aw,mls: ,,;,;;,,,;;,, director\ handbook; cm11pt1!cri1i11g nll 
finam:iat accnmits; prnvidinv lo thr: an:a for mon; than ff)() 
ochunl assemblit•s, raic,fng mow the Conference; 
and placing 1l1c Confrn::nc:: on pmwcd1,p 1,iih Scholastic 
Sports \larlcring. 

,\ rtctired Bdbin." llitli Scbno! 
the !l! IS Spom Fnw1datinn and has 
Cnnm1iuce for more 1han ::'O 
for..fJ 10:ars. ,wrkim: at more 
tile O\'AC's Scon.'1-.~'CJ~r:nnwr 
C!a,,ic is name•(! in his honor. 

a ·Toum.lin,c Father" and Direcrot nf 
llc!!mre WaH of Fmrw.H11II of Fnrne 

!lw Big Rc•,b' llaskcibal! ~n1rekeqtt'r 
:ind111nior varsity ra111es. In foc1, 

the OV:\C :\!!-Star Bas~dJall 

Denver Wi1Jian1s (Athlete. 1990.,, 
1Jc11rer l\'illim1n (Cadiz. Sd1(1<.}L Class of 19%r. Wilen it nm1,:s 10 

sp1cnL 1!iere ha1·,: tx.·,'n 1ery if any, faster 1Jwn Williams. 
Reganll6'i if ir was on the track or 011 the fooibatl field, Willi;im~ was 

nn1,i,rcmly running away fmm the oppositio11. 
Williams wa, a four•:,o:ar rq:ular i11 hoih 1rad, and fornbal! for the 

Cardinals. On 111c ovaL WfHiam, wrn1e hh nanw [mo Ohio VaHey hiswry 
in both the !(}().meter and 200.meicr dashts. 

lie w;is(ed ll!!lc 1i1ne in mahinf' a name fnr himsdf He 110n 1he Division 
!U state 20ll·nwh·r da\.h iil!e a, ;i freshman i11 FN:t. lie 
tlHn'. mow. makin;_i him rnie nfju,1 fl\e athletes i11 ,me 
s;inic evnit fotir ;,trail'l1t 1,e;1rs. 

Wi!!iams didn·1 • 11:ith ilw 200 titks. lk addet.1 the Di1·i,ion Ill !OO-me1ercm11-n, tn 
rcrnme in ho!h his and senior St'il>mis. Willian:s ra11 Im persnna!-hest times 
and 2150 lo 11 in the mt.•dah a'i a senior, and both ,rm siand as aH time O!!S:\:\ Ohip 
Va!!e, 

On· 1he field. Williams a!so spar\.:ted, earning fir>! team alt-Ohio am! all--E:mem 
District m,n,; the Cidiz schoo! rccrmJ for ,;arecr rushing :anb with ➔ ,tn 

:\fh:r his pn:p carec•r, \\'Hliams nccepkd a fontha!! .1cholarship w the t Inf\ erdty nf Keu1udy 
\>here he also rnn trnck. lk rl.'d-,hirtell as a freshma11 and then transferred to Younµ<;town State 
where br: helped 1he Penfuin, win the NCAA Divi,;ion k\,\ Natinnal Championship. :\H told. 
he lcHcn·t! fonr J car~ at YSli in fmi:ba!! and m track. 

For the Pen;.:ui115' !rack 11.'mn, Wilfiams wa,; ~00-meter rurmer-up in rile \fol"Contincn( 
Conference am! wa, a par! of a;clmot rccnrds l11 th;: i11dour •h.tOO and ;;print medley. 

William> has nn11· emered the rnad1i11g field. !!e's ,pent time at ,\1h!and, Olun Nnrthem and 
lleiddbag, CuTTently, he's \Hlrkiiig as a fo111linll rnach ;:ind trat:k math at Trini!;_. CuHq:e in 
1/anfonl, Conn. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Tim l\;lcCoy ({)\'AC Contributor) 
Tim ,HcCoy (kffor,,011 Union !H;:h Sd1m)l, Class cf 1978). Ftir a quarter of 

a centul}, :\-lcCoy has taken rhc lead rn!e i11 e,.p;mtliag hrnadeast and intemc\ 
co,er.ige of Ohiu Valley high ,d10ol spon,, opcdfically 1liose of the Ohio 
VaHey ,\1h!etic Confrn";JCc 

·nm,c dTum hw,c hclp,:d gilc thmhands ,c!100! athlete~ 
tremendous C\p<Y,!!re. \>ith cnu111kss fhou,ands able to watch the 

be'it perform in the mhlc!ic r1cnl111 
the many highlights has been !he TV l·u,-crage uf varimts a!!-star 

rnme•;u, most nn1all!y the Rudy ~lumky OVAC. :\ll"S1ar Charily Football 
Cli!~sic· frnm WlwdinF Island Stadium mid the Ron :\-!auck OV:\C Wn~,;t!ing 
Cb:1mpionships from WesBanco ,\r1cna in W!wding. ·\lone lime. \\-TOV.-TV'J •d>tJ ,iirctl \he 
Samud :\. :-lumlcy OV:\C ,\Jl·S!ar Baof.eiha!! Cbsic 

01Jwr e1 ems ir.dmk the footbaU ··Game of tlw \\'ed.:" broadcasts (rcpla; s of area 
lowing ih,c comprehcnsi>c ··Sport~ Frida;>·· ,h\N '.,l : i11-dep1h pre f°lH.Hha!l 
and the ··mg 22·· awards banqu~t in lJecemhn. WTO\'-TV9 an 
fnotbal.! super;ire Jvaibhk 

McCoy bccmnc \'h:c·!'rc~,idem and (i\'.ncra! ~fanager of WTOV TV') in !')94 l'rior t1i that, 
he ,encd as 1he su11im1\ Operations \fonaµcr for si\ 

!k bc~;ui hi'., Ci!R'C'r in telr:vi;;ion as a Produrtinn ',., , ... ,,, • ., 
!'!79-!Q.: !le first joined WTOV <L·i a Prornutio:i !'rutlucn 

~t NBC nff1ltnte WLEX·TV m Le,inr1rn1. Ken1ucky as 
11-her,• he rcrd,ed \\\n ,\DDY awanh. 

,~net! on v;irions board:; in 1he Ohin Valley, including ;is prcsidem and campaign 
of ihe L'nited Way nf Jeffrr;m1 Conmy, !be St. John ,\n:na. the Sirnbcnviltc ]{01ary 

Stci1he11vilfc Cily or \-lurals. !le h a!,o a memlrer nf Tlie Frknd;; of Wheeling, 1ile 
Ohio \'alley Tech Prq1 Co11sonium. Jcffrmm Cuu!Hy Ch;1n1ber (>f Cummcn:e, the 

"\r,:a Chamber of Ccmum·n:e, Frand<,can UniH"r>i:y of Sietdt::mille, Historic hlrl 
Swul1<cn ;irnl the Jcffu>on Cmm1} WI~!) Team. He was named 1')')) Cit; of \-!11r:i!o "\'oltmtl.'c1· 
nf1hc Year"·; the Ctmrnmnity L.eadersllip _-\w;ml fium the Franc·]scan Unh-noity ofS1cu!u:mi!!c; 
a Comnmnay A\\'anl from 1he Strnbnwilk branch of the .NAACP: and the On,; in 11 :\-lillim1 

fr()m the Sterihtm·ille ,\!inion \Ian .\lard1 Co111mit1r:c.awards. 
wns the !'l'J7 Robn1 S \-kKcln·y .\!enmriaf :\ward rccipirnt from the tiP[lt'r Ohio Valle; 

D:1ppn Dan Chib 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Richard 'Hoot' Gibson (Medh,1 

Ridwnl "limit" Gibsu11 (S!. C!airsviHe ! li[:h School, Class of 1970), 
lie bcga11 his career in the [ocaf media ln !98! and has spent 3:2 )Cars on 
1he ,1aff a1 ·me Times Leader. serving as a spom writer and for a brief 
time as Spor1s Editor am.! abo as ,\rea Ne" s Editor. 

Gilmm has wriucn co11111lcss columns con:ring high school. college 
and pmfcssional sports and insiimted 1he r\!!-Timcs Leader 1eams in all 
high sch(rol sports. 

lie has CO'•cn:d OV,\C contests in nearly every sport and al mo.st 
ro11fere11ce schools owr the yt'ars, lnclm!lng OV,\C ,\H·Star games in every sport. 

Gihso11 has been seen a! coum!css sporting events not mi!y ltx:a!!y, but amimd the country. 
lle·s covered several NCAA men·s !J.:15kc1bal! "Final Four·• games. ma11y World Series and 
MLII _.\Jl-SlarGames, 10 Super Bowls am! t8 college footbaH ho11! games. He·s a!sn authored 
countless s10ries on the Ohio Stnte Buckejes and the West V:irgh1ia ,\lo11maineers and serwd 
(lllC :1-ear a> the be;!l writer for the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

lie received the Ol!SA,\ Media Service ,\wan.! fnr !he Eastern District ir1 2000 and has \1-011 
sewm! Ohio Prep Sports Writers Association awards o,er the years. 

Gibson was aho a freebnce writer for several years for Basketball Weekly maizazino: based 
out of IX1roi1. Michigan. 

Gibson, 11ho mtemkd !larding Unhersity i11 Ark;insas. also spent se1·er;_il years as a local 
basebaJI. basketball and rnHeyba!I official am! served as manager of 1hc Fatrpoim :,.;em b:iH­
dub of the Ohio \';i!!cy Base bat! League. 

lie scrYt'd three )Cars in the l.initetl Srn1es Nal'y (!97<,-78). 1,orking. in co111m1micatio11s 
for Cornmand (,th Fleet Europe 1, hi!c- s!ationcd in Italy antl touring both Europe and northern 
.Africa. 

Nick Aloi (Coaches) 
Sick Aloi (i\lidbnd (Pa.\ l!igh School. Chis, of 1%2) His coaching 

career hezan \l'ith a 1hrec-,car s!lllt at his alma mater. /'.lid!aml (Pa.) L1m:ol11 
High, w!lcre h,: led the 1Cam w a stale rumicHip finish in l986. He was 
named Class,\ "Coach of thl' 'fra(' in 1\c,1crn Pe1rnsylvania in !985 

,\tni"s rnaching swy :it Ea<;t Livcrpno! began m 1986 and spm111cd ZO 
)tilrs, longer than any bas~cth:i!! coach in school history. !It compiled a 
can:er n:cord of ~:?:6-lZ l. a11 imprcssi,·c winning per.::cnwvc of 7J'~· 

! fr; PottcH:oadwd 1cams wo11 four Ohio Valin· Alhk!ic Confaence cham 
pion>llips { !9'l ! . '9-4, ·95 and '99); nine scciionafot!cs; sh: dis1rict cm11 ns rmd 
one regional drnmpiomhip wilh an 01 !SAA St;,!c .. Fina! Four,. Appearance in 
19'}'). Thl.' ''N team finished wi1h a 23-2 record, falling In Shaker l!eith!s \7!-6J} fn the Division 
! stale semH1nals. - -

!le wa-'> <,elected Ohio Division l "Coachofthe Year" in !9%hy !he Ohio lligh School na,ketha!! 
A,soclalion and !99'/ 1w ·n1e Associated Press; 11w; 1he District 5 lhsketba!! Coaches Assod:nio11 
··coach of the Year'· 1 ! times. Eastern Dimic! .. C\JJch of the Year .. se\en ii mes and 11:cel,ed similar 
honors in Co!mnbian,1 Cmmty rmmemus times. 

I le 11·as previomly inducted in1o the Ea\1 Liverpool I !ig.h Scho<J! Ath!ctic I !al! of Fame. ih.: Bea,er 
County Spons lbH of Fame. the !\lidland High School Sports Ila!! of Fame and the Dimic1 5 
Basketball Coaches ,\s,ocia!ion l la!t nf Fame. 

Among Aloi·, anributes were consistency, continuity and commillm.'nL evidc•nt in 1he_fac! that he 
ne,er missed an oren gym, practice. scnmmage or game during his playmg or coachllll! careers. 
lie also s1ar1cd the popular "!'oner lloliday Classic." a 1mm1mm:l11 known for quality competition, 
am! conduth:d the '·Unle Potters Clinic" yearly for the dis1rict's elememary and middk ,choS1:1l 
swdcm,; free of charge . 

A, an athlete, Aloi was !he kading scorer. /.!VP and team caprnin of .\lid!w(fs !1)6:: undt· ---------------------------------< frated bas!-.ctba!I te;nn, earning A!I-Wl'l,\L and A!I-Siatc rccogni!i1.111. He then wcm to Bowling 

Jim Thomas (Coaches) 
Jim 1'/wmaI {Whedin):', Crntr;il Cutholic High School. Cbss of t%J)_ 
The highly-~gMded "fl"' is the frnmh•wi1rningest coach in Ohio \'a!!cy 

history hehiml Reno Sacwccia. fay Circosta and the fellow Jlall of Famer 
George Stragcr with a JS.year record of 235-!3➔-2. llc wound up only 35 
wins off of tbe all-time West Virginia srnte reconJ for fomba!! rn;id1ing 
victories \:!67)_ 

llis first head co:iching stint came at ofd Yorkvll!e High where he spem 
1lm:e :,ears (1%8-70), guiding the Ductl!!iies to an rmbcmen ,easnn in 
1970. 

lie 1hen assumed the liead coaching po,irio11 as Wbcding Cemra! 
(!97l-801, and mowd 011 to Wheclim, Park for si:v. seasons {l9Sl•8M, From there, ii was 
back to his alma 111n!er for a second stint. this 1imc gtii<ling the ~lamon Knights from [')87-
1004. 

I le coached teams w seven Ohio Valley A1hle1ic Conference c!iampio:iship, f 197➔. I 'J76, 
1978, 1979, 1990. 2000 and 20D4J and four West Virgi11ia state 1fr!e. ·me l-,lamon Knights 
were Class AA stale champs at the first "Super Si:\" event in Clwrkswn in 1979 and 1hey 
wou the Gass A crown in 2000, 200:! and:!(){)-¼. The 20{}{) team set a school wconl for wins 
{!3-[). 

lie a1m roached the \\'est Virginia squad four times in tlw Rudy i\hmih:y OV,\C CharitJ 
r\ll·Star Fnotha!l Classic, 

llmmas was rnicd the West Virginia All,Spon "Coach of the Year .. for 2()(14-05 and tlw 
OVAC AU.Sport ··coach of the Year·· in both [980 and :!O{]J, !le was a!soThe lntdligencer"s 
.. Coach of !he Year'' in )979 am! the Upper Ohio Valky D;1ppa Dan ";',.Ian of the Year" in 
200! 

lie earned his bachdor"s degree from West Liberty State College and a master's degree 
from West Virginia l.i11i\'ersi1y. 

Thomas pas,ed away in '.:'.(){15 at the age qf 6fl. 

Don Zinni (Otlidals) 
Dr111 lill11i {Yorhilk I ligh Scbtx1l. Class of !954 ). I le began his om 

dating cari:er in t970 as a member of the Ohln Valley Board ofF001baH 
Officials. rerrnlinlmz ac1lve until l'J'Jl 

lie officiated at the district, r<'gional and state level in the WVSS:\C 
pla)nf'fs from !975-90, working tht' 1977 Cla;;s ,\AA S!alc Champirni>hip 
Game.: and he worked games al the regional am! state semifinal kw! in 
the OIISAA during tha1 samt' tim\" spa11. 

Zinni officia!t.'d the Kudy Mmnley OVAC A!l·Star Charity Footbafl 
(]assic four times (three as n:kree am! one as back judtccl and 11mked 
the O!lSFCA North-Sollth ,\!I-Star Classic in Massi!!o11 in 1932. 

A member of the OIISAr\ Football ,\t!visory C'm11minee for four years a11d a Past 
Presidem and Rules Interpreter oflhe Ohio Valky Board nf Fm.llbalf Officials. Zinni became 
OVAC Foo1hall Commissioner in l'J95 am! hdd 1hat 1m>ition un!i! retiring in 2012 as the 
kmgt'st-\emm:d individual tu ser.-e in that capacity .. 

Whlk serving as OVAC Fnoibal! Commissioner. tile affable Zilmi e\pamkd offida1ing 
crews from fmir men to fin:: e\panded the o!Tfria1ing base to include several areas on btllh 
sides of 1he river including Wheeling. Weirton-StcuhenviHe . .\lason- Di\\l!I, Parkerstrnrg­
llfarieHa. ColumbiJna County. Cambridg!.'-Z.1nesviHe and Columbus: eswbli,hed ratini:o: of 
crews by t:oache> during the season and by the Commissioner after t!w scasun; served .is a 
dearinvhouse for sclmuls seeking opponc!l\s for schedule op,;ning~; and as>igncd officials 10 
1he Rudy l-,lum!ey OVAC ,\It-Star Charity Fo.\Jlhnlf Classic by p·osition ra1ing, 

Zinni also spent stl'ernl years in ihe coaching rank5. lie first scr,cd as junior high an1l 
freshman basketball coach from 1958-f,5; was an as,islant football coach at Yorkvil!e lligh 
from !9:'\9·65; was the he:id math at Yorkville from !965-70; and then was the !11gh school 
principal from J 970-72. 

lie is a!so a member of the OV,\C !!all of Fame Committee. 
:\s a hid1 school athk1c, Zinni was n four,,ear kuennan in hasebaH. a twn-year !enerman 

in fooihaft and a one-year lc!1erman in baskCtba!I a1 Yorkville 

Cire1:n StJk l.imversi1y where he was a three-:ear s1arter am! team co-caprnin. averaging JS 
pnlqts p<.'r game. Aloi earned his bachdor"s degree from !l{)w]lng Green aml later obtained his 
master's th.•gn:c from Duquesne Uoin::rsity. lie was drafted hy 1hc St. Louis Hawks of the :--.BA. 

John Howell (Offiduls) 
}11/111 llowell (Lrncaswr Fairfield Union Jlil!h School. Class of !%7). 

\\'!Jen it comes to high school basketball offiCials, Howe!! is among tht' 
most recogni,.ed indi\'it!uals thmughout 1he Ohio Valley. After aH: during 
a J8·;,<.'ar officiating career, he worked w pr.ic1ica!ly nery gymna,rnm nut 
there. 

Jlowd! became a member of the Ohin Valley Board of Appmved 
Ba,;ketbal! Officials l11 !972. fie 5erwd as secretary of the hoard for l-1-
::,ears: as a training dass instrnc1or for 14 ye,1rs: JS mfcs interpre!er for l6 
:iears and assigned ju11ior varsity officia!s for !4 years. 

lie served as 1lw OV,\Cs Assi51ant Basketball Commissioner from !983-
9..\ and became the Basketball Comnmsioncr in J(J1J5. a role he still has tnday. 

Howell worked his nm var-;ity ba~ketball game in 1974 (Paden City vs. St. 1'.lill";'5) aml his 
final appearance on ihc hardwood came \fard1 ! l. :!()09 in a West Virginia cta;s A-\ l{egio11aJ 
game at Phillip Barbmir lli~h SchtxiL 

llrn\ell worked a io1at of 27 swtc tournaments: !4 Ohio boys { J 987. '88. 
'%. '98. ·9<). ::'OIXL ·oz. '0-i. '()(,: (Jg); 5 Ohio girls {90. 91. 93, 01. 03); 6 \kc;! 
(88, 91, 94, 97. 1N,03):, ~m! :! West Virginia girls (83. 8'1l. !le also 11-orkcd a tola! 
!otmimnent g,m1es mer the years. 

ln 19'B. llowd! worked a W, Va. boys· state semifinal gamt' in Charleston \1ith .\like Coyne 
in momin[! am! then am! Ohio t1irls' semifinal game in Co!umhus with_ l{og.er Len bier same; 
day. Ile otfk1arcd the firq three-man championship !mys' 1_:amc in Ohm in J')<Jr, and the first 
3-man rhampirn1ship boys' g;ime in W, \'a. in 1997. 

lkJ\\el! receh·ed a host of awards over the )ears, including NF!OA (National F~(kmtinn of 
!ntersclmbstic Of!lcials Associmion) Official of the Yc~r in West Virginia in 1992. and in Ohio 
in l'J'l7: Ohio District 5 Off1dal of the Yc;tr in !991. Ohin Dis1rkt !:! Official of the Year in 
!9')2: Wes! Virginia Official of the Year in 1'J'l4 anti was the' 20L\ nxipknt of the OVACs 
Rnbert Dawson Off1crnls' Awanl. lie was inducted mtn 1tw OHSAA Offina!s Hat! of Fame 
in 2003 

!n add!tio11 to basketball, !lowe!l has 11 orkell us a track official since l 972. servin; i11 various 
c·apadlics Ol"Cr the years at OVAC meets as 1,ef! as at thc_Bclta!re Rdays am! Slmt!Jside Rc!ays. 
;u1tl lw ha.s hantlled the position of derl at thnst' meets for 1he Jaq !5 jears. 

\Vhile not an on·fidd official iii footba!!, llm1dt ser,:ed as the O\':\Cs Assistant Football 
Co111missioncr under ! !al! uf Farner Ev all Reese from Jl!8:PI➔ 

Harry 'Moo' Moore tAthlete - 19411,J 
Jlarrr ".\too" .\foore {i'l!nundsvi!k lfa:h School. ctass of 19-48). n1c 

6-fom-2 forward set 5dmo1 career scorin-g records 1,hlrh lasted 18 ;ears 
until ilrukrn in !%(, hr OVAC Ila!! of Famer Bub llurnn1dL !le srnred 
J .700 career pnims in f,)ur seasons and he also se1 the aH-timc Trojan single· 
rame record of' 54 points. including 25 goals. in a !O 1-17 mu! of Cameron. 

lie earned firs! team. orie-class AH-Slate as a S<'nim and was twice a first 
knm :\11.QVAC lal'feSI Class Ar\ honoree. fk a!so was the first slate High 
School Pluyer nf the Year l)()norec in sckc1ions made from !9-18-U} by 1he 
Tl"i,Stme lndcpende!H Toarnamc!ll held in Sislcr;;;·ilJc. 

:\loon: fed the Trojans 10 n:cords of 15·2 i11 !'J-48 and l'l-:l in !'l-46 1,!lt'n 
the team advanced to the W.Va. reginn finals. 

He earned a scl10lar1hip to West Virginia University >Shere he pbjcd 011 thrc·e teams 
with a combined 60-20 record. indudlnE a Southern Conference regular season mummncnt 
champfonship. l-,l(){_1re·s SA percent caITer free !hmw perccmage ranks No, 2 alt-time al WVF 
! le a\e1~1gcd ! 2,8 poi ms a \!a me as a senior and was sdet!ed hm10rah!e mentfnn A!!· :\mcrica. 

!le a!so was c]m,;en in tl1e sixth round of the 1952 NBA Dr;1f\ by !he Syract!SL" '.'-latiorial5. 
He wrved in the An11y infantry from JlJ51-55 and was sclcc1ed to play in the !95-1 anncd 
fon:es Pa11,,\mericm1 GJmes in Mcxkn and [nternalional Games in German} !n 2lNH. he wa~ 
indtictct! into rhe West Virginia l.lnil"ersily Sports !!all of Fame . 

.\tome. who rc1lrcd in !9')5 frnm the oil industry, resides in Moundsville, 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Alhlclc - 1950;;) 

Ron "Cy" Godfrey (.\!artllis Ferry l!ith School, Clas, of !').'i(1J. 
nie 6-fnot,5 strimdX':m ,et ,clmol scoring reumls 1d1ich remain on 
the bm1b for 11w1\, than .'iO ~~·ars. He ,himcn:d Pmvk Rhkr c;11\'.cr, 
,t,1srn1 ant! si11gk game marks ,ei in 19+4 by kgcmlary OVAC Hall 
of Famer Alt.\ (!mta. Ilic. n:cnrds im:ludc currvm Himthnb of !JOO 
career poims, a .<2.4 poi!\! 1rer µamc non11 as a ~cnior, ant! rwke ,rnrin,~ 
51 p<:1inh in a game agaiml Whcdini; ;md !lcr.lHlOd h11u11- The single· 
pmw mark has IX'l'll 1ic-d. tile mll('r:; rn1l1rnkcn. lk camn! A!I-Ohio nm! 
:\ll-0\':\C honors ir1 ! r;:;c, ;lt !he Ptirpk Ridcr, 1,cn! [8 .. () with sctfoina! 
anti district 1i1lis before b<.w, ing to Canton ,\kKin!ey, 57- 5.1. in regional p!.Jy 

lk t•arncd a ocholanhip !n lhc Pni,crsily of ~liami, he >tnn:d 1.J84 cawtr rxlin!s 
a, tile llmricancs ,,cm (,!-!8 in hi> 1hxe varsity wasons. !W,O )'-;C:\ATmimamcnt !earn 
\\tnt 2J-l and !ht 1%t NIT Tommmcnl squad cwkd 20•7 a, Godfrey camtd !iunorahk 
mention :\!l-Am,::nu1, 

lie later ,cncd as !w;1d coarh ll,1r four ,ea:,om of i!u: ]lnrricancs before rc;;i~11in~ i11 !971 
I Hs pri2e prnk'gi was future Baske1hall I !alt or Fam er Rick Harry Godfrey has· h<:eii imfocwd 
into 1lw l ini,crsity of ~!iami Sports I la!! of Fanw ;tnd lhe Atlantic CtM<;t Confrn:nc,· L\.-gtnds 
Class of 20t~ al!hough he never played an ,\CC f'amc. ~limni is cuncml:,. a memher of1he 
:\CC. Cim!fn:J rnitks in Coral Springs, Fla. 

Jin1 Brown (Athlete - 1%0~) 
Jim llrmm (Mani11s Fcny )[igh Schoo!, C!a,:; of 1'1(,1), .\ t\\(hpOTT 

Puq1!e Rider ,iam!nut, he i~ the first OVAC a1h!e1e honorc<d primarily 
for 1:olf. !11 the' OV:\C all-das\ hltmmnwn!. he imprn,cd c-adt )c<ar !o 
place fourth. 1hinl. wcond ;,nd Hrq his four ;,ear,;. lie alm 110n three 
OV:\C Ohio.side ii1les. lie 1,rn1 !hree Ohio dimic! 
;;ecomJ as a frcshmatL ln the Ohio $Wk totmiamenL 
,ea.,nn ! 1th, 8th, 6th am\ 4th as llb 
,U--1, including U· l ns a senior 
wa:; medalist in J'J of 47 cancer 

!n baske!bafL the .'i-foqt-1 I a tlHHime ,\ll•OV:\( Class:\:\,\ chn\ce, twke AJl,. 
Eastem 011io ko-rnprni;i :is oc·mor) ,\B·Ohio second and third 1cam in 1110 wire ~er.·ke 
si.-lectio1is. lie wa, rn·capr;iin in the Olm, !'.11mh-Srn1th ,\If-Star Game 

lie earned:: <;cl1otarship 10 plaJ 1:olf and ba,keth:ill at Ohio State and became OS\rs No.! 
golfer. and senior tt:Jm rapuin. and :1 rhr-:e- ;.car varsi1y bcbf.cttmll fctlaman. 

•\lkrsh: rnachinf at RnHins Co1!ege fn FloridJ ma! Kem Swte, he remrncd in 1973 
Stme • s 11m1h [OH' coach. lie remm1wd for J6 ;,ea,mh ;is the longest icm1rc>d 

:my ,port 111 OSli. !!is teams >Hm 17 Big Tm ti!ks and the !''7'1 NC,\A drnmpi 
l ! :S.C:\i\ Top JO and .lt appearances. A i!m:e-!ime llig Coach 
1,nn national honor;, !'J7'J a11d !')S6. lie has bt:l'.11 induL·ted imo Golf 

Ila!! or Faine and the Ohm Stale :\th!ctks H,ill of F;rnie Brow11 ;,p!ih 
Columhtis and Florida. 

Rhonda Noble tAthk1c. 19111,1 
lllwndt1 ,\'obit' 

01w of the first 
l[ifiil Schon!, C!a>s of 197'l1. She was 

iuh!ews ln Ohio \'a!k:, annals. She 

m ,o!k:,ball, !i:i,kc1baH and 
Lady Red Devils. lm1 she w;:;, aL,o ju:;t a, i111pres1,hc 
ac.:ukmlc>. 1:-<ohle·s many ia!cnts h~lpcd deva(c 1he Lad) 

for 1he 
rtalm of 

Red Dt'Yi!s 

a ,enmr. !o 1he louma-
menL 11 was a ,cbm,m,m as marked time an 
Eastern Olmi 1eam ,-vcr adv,u11:,,(! tn !he S\1ec! l6. The La(h' Ned De,,.ib were also crowned 
OV,\C champions Nnhk \ored the team's' mos:t 1:ahwhle pla;er 1ha1 cam-
paipL an honor ,he ns a "'t,>bmm,mAs domimting as she wa, m rn!!eJhalL 
;','oh!c may ha>e he,•n eH'll 111un: ,n in baskdball. ln leading SL C. !n !he OV:\C 
ship her scni<1r camp,1ign, :-;nble landed every nmceivahk !10rmr. She was voted 
all-District, al1- \'a!!ey and all-Ohio. She !lanwd team·, ;'1-!VI' aml 
in Hw OV:\C All·S!ar Ga111e. fa sof1baH, 1,as a 
named :i.!Vf' as a scninr. 

! !er SI, C cin;er k<Hmc,d 11.J ,·11hktic !eaers and lwinr: von-d the school·s female a1hle1e of 
the \tar fur l 'J78- 7'} She wa, also a m~mher of 1Jw Si. C!air.1, me >iatimrn! llunor Sode!\ 
Shc·was inducted inw the St. Clainvi!k !ligh Sdw-ol ,\1hk1ic !!all ofFJme :!Ot:l8. • 

:\f!cr n·cci,inr her SL C diplmna. Nob!<: \\ell! from one liill!op 10 She chose 
We.11 Liberty S!a!c' Colkp! to contimie her athktic mid academic ptw,uil and ,he w;i;, a 
rare three-sport perfom1er in college She 11as :m impart pufonner ~ar!y nn for 1he Lad) 
llilltopp,;rs' 1olk1ball pn.11:r,1m_ She wa, n:mwd a!!-\\'Vl:\C a, a snphornorc, jnnior and 
seHior. .She helped kad \\'I.SC 10 !he confrrcnce cmwn in 198 ! . ,\!!-nmference hmm rs and 
Kohk twrnme 5ynon:mo11s. She earned at!-WVl:\C plaudit, in and 
w; a junior am! senim in \of!ha!!. She was i11ducted ilHn !he West llaf! 
of Fame in ~000. She returned ns We~l Ubl'rty\ !wad vnlkyha!I 
Duri1ig 1hat tenure, ,he was t1,kc (!'l87 & l'l8l) rntcd \\'\'!AC 
Ye:1r. Nnhfe is the chairperson of \\·est Lihc'rt{> Depa111n('nf o! 
mance t11 !he· Co!1q'.c of Education 
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Ken Vargo tAthlcte - tlJ50~) 

Ki·n \'arnu ( Martins F£"ny I lirh School, Class of 19:>::!}. A !hree-~J}(lfl. four 
ie:ir Purple- Rider a1h!etc 1,hu was team captain in fomhaH and baskct!Ja!l 
a wnior and ;11r;ick kam nwmbcr. :\ 6-fooi. ll:U-p1.mml 
foo1ha!l. he c;mwd firot team .\;;1ociatd Pres,; .,\!!-Ohio 
and \Vas sdctkd captain of !ht: A!I-OV,\C am! :\It· \'alley 
honor rnU,. The !951 AII-V:!lh:oy sdec1iuns were the fir:;! ones Biii 
and Snta!! Stho,o! tcan;s_ Vargo, a ➔8•minut!..' player. abo was a 1wn-1imc ,\II 
Eash.>m Ohio ,election al cenwr. 

!k earned a scholarship tn Ohio Staie 
:,ear rqrn!Jr a1 center and Bude:c 
flrs! h'am All-Bii Ten Cnnkrcm:e with t1w 
lleisman Twph:/winnrr !ln11ard (llopalong\ 
Vargo pli1;cd in the FJ:ir, llu[a Bowl. 

1\ hex he became- a !lm:e 
as a seninr \\hen he carnet! 

in the College Fn,;1tba!l Hall nf Fame 
and Outland Tmphy winner Jim Parker 

As a junior, he was a H.'fl!!ar 011 a 10-0 rewrd te:im 11 hich won !he Ro;e BowL ::'O· 7, over l lSC 
and was n,mwd the .-\P NathHM! Champinns. 

Vargo ,1·~s drafiet.1 in the nimh round by the Chil:~go lkars of the National Football LcagtH.', hut 
optnl 10 play in Canada with 1he Onawa Rough Rillns ,,hen.' he ,va, Canadian FornbaH League 
:\H-Srnr Hncbad;er in his 19:'ir, wokk ~c-a">on. 

:\fler his plnyi11µ· cueer.. he remained in Canada and n:sides in 011:iwa. 

Larry l\rlarmic (Athlete - 1960s) 

l..1ury .\formi.· Warnes1ilk High School, Class of 1%HJ.,\n ·\1H)hio 
11uanc1back for !he Shamrnr.:ks, he abo t•amed ,\!!-OV,\C honor, in fomhaH 
and A!I- Easrcm Ohin hnnors in haskc1haH and foor[1all as :i senior. lk ahn 
was ock•ckd AH-Valley "Small School"' fie,! icam qunnetliack. 

Playing for coach !Joh (Smokey) Winn on a 7 2 rcum:l tt:,1111 as a 5\:'nior i11 
1959, ~!armie was se!crh.•d w 1he Pl'! All-Ohio (]a,;; A:\ 1e11n and played in 
t!w !%0 Ohin-Ws::s1 Virt>.inia AH·Star game. The !'J5'J Shammcks awnq:cd 
.lOA pninl5 a game with Mannie' rushing for 626 yards and pas,ing fur 5M 
van!.s in a 1m!anccd auaek. 
, Jn [9W, he walf,ed on at Ohio State 
freshman team bdorc !ra1hfening for JCaG ill Ea,icrn Kcn!\lckJ l.inivcrsity. ,\ 
four-Jrar starter af quarterback, he was team and \1VP as a oc-ninr and set se1en ach11ol 
recnrds. 

After five college as,;iqam joi11ed ,\rirn11a S1,1te a, defensive coordinator in 
!985 and became head coJch for four ;ears )98.8-91 :\her stops at Tinncssce and liCLA. 
he joined !he prnfossio1ia! coaching ran~, frnm !'l96-20G.1 with the J\rirn11a Canlinah. lk then 
joined the SL Loui, Ram> (20(14-05) and Scan!e Scalmvk, (:1.(){Jl,-()9). LN searnn was hf,; 47th 
:ear in coaching. 
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lk rn1Tell!ly ~sidl'S m Ca!ifmnfa. 

Peri Powell (Athlete· IIJ70s) 

l'cri /'m.-dl(\!an.ins Fcrrv l!idi School. ('la;s of Jl/7'.IJ. She 
hei;clf <b a >upcrh rnlkglc i(lflb:ill pb)c'L Unfmtun;ltdy for b1rh 
scbDnl did not fidd a fl!l.'Jl ,of!baH ki!lll. 

That didn<t her, ho11e1.a, fmm bdng an e\ceptiona1 atl!tcre for rhe 
l'mplc Riders. in !Im:,· >pom. 

Po»d! s1ill ra1cs of!hc fim:.'il ha.,~ctba/! pla}ers, mafe or frrnak, in 

\tmin> ·••••• ., ••·••··•••· She poun:d in I ,40-1 puims in her prep ci1reer. [n the 
pmces>. J!Uard \\as acrnn.!ed all,Ollin honors"'~ ju11ior and 
,eninr. She was also honored as OV:\C l'h,,•, nf >h•• Year as a senior and 11:a,; 
capt:iin of the ,\It-Valley team 1har same 

!'011d! ;liopl:!)td Iler ... ,_. ........ , lour ;,e:ars in voHe:,baH for the Ferrians 1,1,hik a!so 
lcnering three :,ears in 

Sofltmf! came 1011te fort"front at the next kid, a.1 l\w,cll fnll ',.('i:oiarship 10 11le Colkgc 
of Steubcnvi!k. :\s fate 11nu!d h,11 e it. the collctc did th~ pwgram after !\1 o J cars. 

Po11eB remained 1111damH£"d. hm1-e,er. She \ifnply 100k 1as1 tofthall skill~ to\\~$\ Litwriy 
Sialc Cn!!qce. !t ww, a move that paid qniek, alb,:11. short dividends. Powe!! eamc-d fir,t !Cam all 
\\'Vl:\C acmlad~s i11 softlrnH for the Lady I !illtop[lt'r'i. She opted, hrmner, lo b11 e We.II Liberty, 

It was nm the end of her rnliegfate c\plulls, as ;;he dtcidcd lo ply lwr 1r;1de at Wheel in;; Cti11ege 
(now Jc.mil University). Slk· scnptc,! a brilUsnt t'>o·.sc;ir cawcr 1,i1h !he Lady Cmlin,ih 

Slic gai1wd alt· WVlr\C hoflOG \}(J1h ,caoens and was named rnnfercncc pla;cr of the :cnr as a 
.'>t'nior. She baned . .i_n 1ha1 year. Powe]] pbycd in tlw NAIA na1ional tournament in San ,\111onio, 
T\'..,,as, Pn1,1dl \\:I\ ,01cd NA!:\ :\lk\mcric,in, the first !.,;1Jv Can!in;1! a1!1lc11: H1 ncr 1:ain !lint db-
1inction. Wheeling Co!!q:e w!ircd her snf1ba!! jc,;,l'y in U>S1 • 

,\fier hc>r pbj ing ,ta:,\, Pn,1dl di,;tfnguish~'tl her:-..elfin t.111; crtH.'hi11¥ rank.'>. She scr.\:'tl as Whcding 
Colkge head onfttMll n~1ch for two Jeaie>. bi:ing n:micd the WVL\C Co:K:h of the Year. only to hal'c 
1he rnikge di:icominm· 1hc program. Pm,ell currently <£ncs a, ;ts\i\tall! ,otUm!! c11ad1 at \fart ins F,:IT}·, 

Mark Emmerling <Athlete. I980si 
,\fork Emmerli11g (l:a>t l.i\'CfflO•ol lligh School. Ckh'> nf 1989) \\"res!!mg 

;mtl bmner!inµ. are ~:11m1;rnmr,. 
!k 1.1 i!w u11qm•s1ioncd µn:alest grappler the 

sdmn! ha, c,er produced. \.lnn.'(ll"er, he is one 
r\1hktic Cnnfacnce rmnah. 

readied raritll:d air in Ja1wary of J'J~'l. ·nwi i, \\hen lhl' 
wreotler tn wi11 four 

berng !bf! of Farner BohhJ 
;rn E:m Liverpool ,dnx)I record, d1,rtUng 

lie dsn 0".1Us !\,Her school rt'ctmh for 
,dmol tmmiamcm {24), most pins ( !{)fl) and 1110'.,t lltiaf-m.11d1 victories (92). 

OV:\C Tlmrnami:ut !ilk a!su brou£h! him the rn,eicd David !lierknme ,\,1,ml. 
a~ the lmmtc::, ·s /\IV!'. Emmcrli11;1 cap!U!l.'d ,eriional d1;unrio11ships, 1hree 

;rnd a regiuna! cmwn. Ills st.:lc to11mamem were da.11ied hy injuries as a 
l !is mat metes> wa, widdy nnbracL·d by the Ea,1 Uvcq}(}(/] c.»»murnjcy. Ill' 
\'c'ndilli Award as the idmnl outstarnlim: \'lt:.>tln ,,hik ahn homm:d 

hy tht.' ma:or 11,iJh ",\lark Emmer!in1_; on Feb.·6, 1989 
His prep prnwe,> kd him 10 \\"est Viq1inia 1,h,•n: lw iam~d two mat letters for 

:he /\lo1mta111eers. 
fie ahn perfom1ed 11 d! in Cm',> 

1he da,srnom. bein1.s inducted in the 
k11ero for tile Pmt~f'i amt e\cdkd in 

Hoi1or Socieiy 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Blaine Rose (Athlete. 19Htls) Sylvia Crawley (Alhlclc - 1990s) 

Blaine RuH' (Stanton lligh SchnoL Class of !984). ln its lic;Ja;. .\1·/ria Crnwley (S1>:11bc11,ilk lligh School. Ckm of 199{)). t i1ilizing her 6 
Stanton boaskd some of 1hc premier athktes in (he Ohio ValkJ, hut ft. 4 frame. there wasn't much this !Jig Red prnduc! couldn ·t do on a basket 
mme were heller than Rose. Ile was a !hrec-spnr! standout. who pos- b:iH floor. Playing primarily a\ ccntcr,Cr:ndcy <lcvdopcd ml(Hmc tiflhc hes! 
,essed decathktc·like lakn!s in track while also skilled CllOllf.h !n cam pust players S1cubenvillt :md the Ohio Va!ky has cn•r seen. A !hn:,;.ycar 
a Dil"ision I foo1bal! scholarship. • knnwinner. C«11dcy t>njo~l°d her finest campaign as a senior 11hen she a,cr-

Rose could virtua!!y Jo it a!L whether 011 the gridiwn. hasketbu11 a;ed 17!) JKllms a gamr ant! led the Ohio VaUey with !9.➔ rd1oun<ls and an 
court or in the !rack arena. When !he dus! scnled ml his su..::ce.,s-!adcn us1oundi11g 7.J blrn:;k,:,J sh11h. Crawky, who u!so kHcrct! in track and field. 
prep career. Rose opled !O contintic hi;; athletic ai1d academic can:cr a! ended her prep career with 978 pnints, 966 rebounds al\CI :158 h!ocked shots. 
the Un!wrsity of \-lar:JarnL where he enjoyed a superb fnotlrnll career. For her efforts. Crn1\k} was twice named to the aH-OV,\C Cbss ;\,\,\ 

The 6 ft. 5. 2HJ-pmmder was Stanton's only lhree·spmts ali-VaHey first lrnm am! ,;he c,iptaincd the Ohi,i,side alt-Valley squad :is a senior nfler 
first-leam sekcthrn. Ile wa, also selected by The lmd!igcnccr ai.s lh<e !98:'\.f!--J: Ohin Val!cy eaniing s;enmd learn honor> a, a junior. 
All-Sports athlete uf 1he year. While scori11g. n;bounding and blocking o,h()\5 n( will, the rec111i1ing pid.ed up >te:im 

Ro,c was a three-year startn i11 foo1balL ,tarriri[! as a tight end ,md defensive emL He 11ho recdved ofli:rs from l\orth Carolina State. Indiana. Texa, A&M, Mim1esnla numen.ms 
was selected a, rnpt;irn ,,f the ,di-Valley SmaH School team a., a ,cnior. a sea~rn1 in ,1!1id1 nlhers, bm she senktl on the i_iniversi1y of North Carnlina. for the l'.1.r !kcl.>. Cra1'1cy y:;rn"l'.d I ,!.'.ii-\ 
he cnllec!ed more than IOU !:1ck!cs and c;rngh! 23 p;isses for four touchd()Wl15 in a gmund• points. grabl)!:d 582 rebom1ds am! b!ods:ed l:!J ,ho!s. 11llile starting !01 career gmnes_ !frr crowning 
orien1c<l offrn.1e. achievement. howcl"er. rnmc a_, a senior 11hcn she ,1a, nametl team cap!:iin and hdpcd kad lTNC to a 

Rme med his gn.:al site ;rnd 11thletieism 1o spark!e in basketliall, finishins his career wilh .13-2 n:conl and the NCAA ;s.ational Championship. Crawley r,veragcd t]J, pnints anJ :'>2 rdxmmls 
l .0:'>2 points. lie was accordtd firsl·1eam aH-OVAC and ;it!-vn!ky pb1dits while being per that season. Crawley was named ACC fA'fcmiw Player of the 'fr;ir three times. She wa, 
named third-team all-Ohio. lie averaged 18.l. points and 14.9 rebounds thn! c11111paign as an for1he U.S. Olympic ·li:am in 19% :ind p!nycd on the national team for the !'N9 1,,.s. 
S1an1on finished with a sparkling 17•4 mark. Pan•Am Games and in the Wmld University Games. Nm1h Carolina retired Cra\1-k:(s numbicr 1(XJ) 

Rme e:imed the rnre distinction nf being a three-year a!I-Valfey !rack sclcctinn. He :ind it's imt one of l l jcrseJs to hang from 1h,: mffers in Cmnidiael .\rem. 
e,\ccHed as a discus; 1hmwcr, pole vaulter, hish jumper while fending his >1:i.:cd to Red Crnwk:(s hoop cmwr continued profe,sionally. She pla)ed 12 ,e,15on, in !6 differenl rn1rn1rie~. 
Raiders· rcluy teams. I k was a f 3-foot pnlc vaul1er \\ hich was remarkable for his ,i1e 11 hi!t She pb.Jnl i11 the nnw ddunc! ABL for foe ;, ears and then a!\n playing in EumJX'. she- pb5ed llm.>e 
:ibo tossing the discus 1..1.'i f'cet. winning multiple OV:\C li11es in those events. seasons m the Wl',BA. During her time wi1h the Pmtbml i'm1er in the ABL Cr;nliey 1,011 a slam 

,\flcr picking tip hi:; S!Jn!on diploma. Rme matriculated to :,,_foryfand, lettering four years dunk contest 11 ith a hlim!-foldc"d dtmk. After he playing career, Crawley got into w:idn,1g, She wr\ed 
for !lie Termpms. lie was tlle backup 1igh1 end his first t1,o years before !all(ling 1he s!arting as an assistant Jt l.lNC mul Fordham before l~ing hired a5 the head coach at Ohio University, She 
spot as a jnnior. By !he time he 11-a;; a seninr. Rose had blossomed info o 6 fL ) . 2(il-pmm1k1 hdd that post for !WO seasons 31\d then acs:cplcd the Boston Col!q;e jd1. resip1ing in I-larch of 20! 2 
11hich resulted hlm moving to a starting guard slot. ·n1e mu,e p:iid dividends :is it earned hm1 citing health rc;::,ons. 
entry into !he NFL lie was 011 the New England P:ilriot:i t;ixi squad i11 !')'){\ am! the :>.!inmi 1----------------------------------, 
Dolphins' U\i squad in [991. Rose·s pro foothall days ended in !992 1,hc11 he pfa:,et! for lhr: 
Orlando ·numder of the \\'odd Fomhall l.eaguc. 

Ben Taylor (Athlete· 1990s) 
Hen TaJlor (Bellaire High Schm1L Cbss of 19'J7). There·, lutigh 

and then !hcre·s !hc way this Big Reds· ;i[!.()hioan plajet! thrrnighout 
his C<lrl.'CL 

It didn't maller 1;hat side of the ball. Taylor was heavily ill\'O!ved in 
the success oflhc Big Reds' football program in the niid 199{),_ Dt1ring 
Taylor's career. in which he earned thn.:e kncrs. the !lig Reds rn1npifcll 
a 35.3 ITCOrd. 

Two of those three los,es came in the Ohio Divi,i()n [V St;ile 
Chmnpionship Ganw. Duri11g those seasons. Tllylor saw time ~! line· 
backer. safely and 1,ide recei1-er for Coach John Magistro·s squad. Taylor. \~Jm was a fiN 
team all-Ohioan ;ind a "~Ir. Footbaff" finalim as a senior. f1nish(:d his career wi!h 348 wck 
!cs and !2 inten:ep!irnis on <ldensc. lk was also a mainst;iy in the passing game, catching 
1.10 passes for !.679 yanh nrnJ 12 touchdowns in his career. He \\'as alsn an Dlll'slamling 
punter. Ile also o\\'ns the Bellaire s!ngJe.se;i,;o_n record for 1cceptions in a season 170\ ,11u.J 
career. Iii, career tackle- number ranks t!nrd m Be!!aire lmlury and his l92 tackles in 11 
season ranks secomL llis n•ceiving yarda)!e is fotirth. 'fay!or was chosen for !he Ohm :'iorth­
Soulh ,\!!·Star Game nm.! w;ts chosen as a team captain, l!c also took part in the OVAC 
,\lJ.S1ar Game :ind captained that sq_uad. 

I k bnded a scholar,hip a! Virginia T<'.ch am[ shined fm four j cars. The l lokies were 3'l8 
during Taylor·s career m Blacksburg. En rou1c to heing named a scmlfinati,t fnr the Butkus 
Award. which i:oes lD !he nation ·s premier l'Olkfiatc linebacker. Taylor recorded J ! 8 tackfcs 
and ,even c,ireer sacks. I le was twice named ;dl-American and a!J-Big Eas1. ,\flcr finishin[! 
tbe n.:gufor ;;easun undefratcd in !999. Taylor and !he !lokies 11<.tm had !\lichad Vick :1! 
quarterback) played in thl' Sugar Bowl for the BCS Naliomil Chamrionship :igainst Florida 
State. Tlic !lokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-Wcs1 Shrine Gnmc af1cr thc-
2001 season. Ile 11·2s 1hen drafted in ::(J02 by the Cle.-c-bnd Browns in !he foar1h mund. 
lie s1iem four seasum at linebacker with the Bro1vns and !hen signet! with the Green Ila) 
Packers in 2()()(,, bu! injuries cndcd his professional playing career. All to!d. he r-enm:kd 2 l 8 
career tackles in 1hc NFL and had olle i111erccptirn1. 

Ahmg with Taylor·s football :ihi!ilics. he was a mcmher of ll\o OVAC Champim1ship 
basketball teams coached by OV,\C Hall of Famcr Gem: Ammir:antc. -n1<: 1997 Big Red_,; 
hoop squad WDn the distric1 titk, Taylor a!sn pfayed baseball c;ir!y 111 Jm prep career and 
then ran track as a sprinter_ 

"foylor was inducted !o 1he BcllJire Iii.th Schoof !fall of F:imc in 2005. 
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Bethany Piccolini 1A1h1e1e • 2000,1 

JJetlumy l'icmli11i (S!. Clair,;·il!c lligh School, Class of :on l ). It didn't matter 
1he spon, this Lady Red [kvil.;;' prnd11ct shined_ A mainstay in bashtball and a 
stale cha111pio11 !11 track mid field. it wus in HJ!k~hall where Pic;;-o!lni re.illy left 
her mark on 1hc L1dy Red !A'vHs' nihlctic progr:m1_ 

Piccnlini was n four-yenr kttcnvl1mcr for the L1dy Red Dc.-i!s. cumint! the 
team·s Most Va!tiab!e Pb}er honor both as a jtmior am.! >enior. Leading !he 
L1.dy [k1-i!s in nc2rly nery s\;itistical c;itq:nry. Picco!ini was named first-team 
al!·Ohio as a ~cnior. On lop of the honor, !'iccolini was named lhe District 12 
Pb;cr of the Yeas and was a first 1cam aH-OVAC sdcction. She ab-n cap1;ii11,·d 
the inaugural ;1!1-Tirnes L.cader 1e:un as a '\enior. As a j1mior, Piccnlini errmcd 
first-team Distrit·t 12,al!-OVAC first team and ho11orahlc mentitm a!l·Ohio 

I !er pr1w,ess in voile; hall earned her a sd1ofarship to Eastern /llichi1:an Uni\ersity ,1)\ere ,he was 
a four-year lciterwinner. She ranks Ulh in E!\.IF career ranki1.1gs in ho!h kills and mtempts and is 
e:t:hlh in block n,sists. Her hi11il1g pen:·entage of .778 ranks third onJ >he once had 10 blocks in a 
match. ,,!uch is tied for 111h. 

[n !mck. Piccolim utilind her jumping ability as a high and long jump,'.r. She \\ rn1 the Division I! 
st;ile titk in tx11h e1-cr11s. She was a long_iump drnmpinn :ts a junior and fomhcd ,ccond that season 
in !he high _jump. !'iccolini"s al!-!ime l>t:s! high jump of 5 ft. 9 is still the Division II. Region 7 rec mt! 
as 11dl as the hest-e,cr in the Ohio \'alley. As a srnior. Piccolini bmt1[1h! home !he stnte gold in the 
high. jump, ekarin;, 5 ft 7. l kr mark of 18 n. ! :2 in .. i1 hich rnnks third al!-time in 1he Ohio \'aHey, 
wa_, good enough for third p!ace. She also qualified to the s!Jte nwct in the -tOO once aml ran 011 
spril'l1 re bys for the J_,ady Red Devils that 11lsoqu;ilifird for the st;ile med, Pictn!ini was a!w a fiw­
!lme OVc\C champion. She w:is chosen !O t:ike part in the ptl.'sllgious :,,.1hh1est :,i.k,;;t of C11~mp:ons, 
p!acing .1enmd in the !ongjmnp. fourth in !he high jump and sixlh in the ,UXL 

0111he baskctl:x,ll cour1. PiccnHni scored more than I !X)(J p11inl> in her career :ind earned first-team 
all-Ohio as a senior 1>hrn she scntl.'d l8 points u fa:ne. She wa;; firs1•(eanl aft-OVAC as a ,cnior and 
she was al~) dtosen for the OV:\C ,\11-St:ir Game-. She wa_,; twice named team 1'1VP. 

While at E.\IU. l'icc'o!ini joined !he Eagles' !mck team and finished fil1h in \he Mid-Arncrican 
Co11frr,.:nc,: Outdoor C!mrnpim1shil) ~kct in the high jump, l'icco!ini gradu;itcd frnm Easwm 
,\lichigan in :!(X.16 wi1h a degree in Sports :',kdicmc•E,,ercisc Science. She then camc·d a doctorntt 
nf Physical ·nierapy from Wheeling Jesait !.ini\'crsity in 2lXJ8. 

.Jedidiah Stephen !Athlete. 2011t1,J 
Jeditlfnl, Stephen (Shenandoah High Schoo!. Class of 2002). ·mere hit"! a 

sport you can name that tlm fonner 7..ep didn't shine in during his high sd100! 
career. \\'hik camimc nH·Ohio ill foothnH mid baskctbafl, it wao on the basehal! 
diamond 1,hcre S1qlhen experienctd his greatest success. }&;; 

A frmr-ycar starter for the / .. q,s;. Stephen was m1e of the finest hiucrs the Oh10 ~ 
V,1Hey h,1.s el"er seen, [ le bl the 7.cp, i11 hitting as a senior at 54 ! , 1,hich >lil! 
stands a, 1hc schoor-s al!-!i11ic best. For his can.:cr. S1ephtn baHcd .475, !k alsn 
had si;mi1kam pop in his ba1 as ev1dencc-d hy !he 12 home nins he hit ns 11 senior, 
11 hich ranked second in Ohio thm se:1so11. 

Skph~n m;ide an imp:ict ear!y in his basebal! cartt:r. k:u.!ing the Zeps in home 
nms (6) nm! nvera~c (.474) as a fre.1hma11. !k was named 10 the all-E.1stw1 District !e-,1111 tlm:e times 
and earned fo,Hcam a!l·Ohio :is u senior. ,\Ion\:! 11·ith tha(, he was narrK'tl a!l-OVAC am! :l!!-PVC 
numcmu5 times during hiscan:cr. As a senior, he ,\·as named OV.·\C C!a~s,\:\,\ Pfayerof!he Year nnd 
11':15 chosen for the :>.!iwno ,\l!,S1ar Ti;-am. ! le 11:;s a foar•tiine recipient oftl1c .. Golden Bal ,\ward." 

Stcp!wn si;mcd II baseball scho!ar,hip with llic Ohio State Uni\er,ity and made an imtant 
imp;1c1. _·\ four--yc:ar !enemian. he star1ed [95 ["amcs at 1hird !rne mid shnrt5top and balled .28(i for 
his can.'Cr. lk had 135 hits. 18 home mn,. ')5 RBI. s,:;orcd 8.1 rnns ~ml drew 40 walks.,\ multipk-
time alL·\catbnic !lil:' Ten selection. he was named scnmd team all•confrrenee a senior. !le 
had a brief stint a_, a p;,;Jfi:ssional. [le was tlrnticd in 1he eigh!h rouml oflhc ~laj()r Basebull 
Dra1i by the Ba!tinm1t' Orioles. 

Before sct11i11; strictly on basd:mlL !-ilcphcn was ;1 four-;<:ar let1crma11 in footli.111. An ou1&1m1dinv 
pumer and defensive hm·k. Stephen had a brillb11t senior ,c;:srni a! quarterbnck. e;irning fir,Hcam 
all·Ohio. ~l!•OVi\C ;i]t.PVC and ;m i1i1·i1a1irn1 to b{)lh the Nmth-Smilh nm! O\',\C ,\!!-Star Games. 
He finished lns prep ~·:incer with 4_,110 _)an!s mid 42 tnuchtlr;11·ns pas,ing, He ran for l ,')92 ~ ,mh 
am! J2 tonch<lowns.0111hc defrns1ve side. he p:ckcd off!') r:isscs. 

On the baskethJJ! court. S1cphe:i hdpcd guide !he: Zeps to a 50-17 rworrl his career. He 
up for 25 poi111.1 a r;unc as; J seniur and finished !ns career wi!h 1.278 11'-iint~. 

Jlm-;c during hi> l'in:il .:.1rnpalg11. ind11Jing a ,ing!e grnn~ hi;_::h uf :'f\. Skplwn 1,;1, a 
;:,!].\ )hm:111 11:, a senior and tarncd O!uo Din,ion JI! St;;te Pb;er uf \lit Yc.:1 hrn:t!r'> 1u 
1,i1h l:iHcm Distrk! Plawr of!he Year. nfl-OV,\C :md all-PVC. !k ,,a, a!,o \ht Ea.,,k·rn 
n,.vninn; for ··'.l,tr. Basketha!l" and !nok part in ho;h !he North-South :,nJ (WAC ,\ll•StirGames. 
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.Jan1cs Co1npanion (OVAC Contrihulor) 
Jm11rs E Compm1hm, ./r, !Thi: Lins!y School. Class of 199{)) He 

cstahllshcd Schol;-istic Sports i\larkcling .. LLC along wi1h Bin lhknfcld 
in 2004 {lie has \}!;en the ,o!e owner since 20! ! ) tn hdp high ,chnd 
!eafties raise 1o enhcmcc !he over.1H espericnce for high sehool 
smdcnt-athletes In sln:,1ms 11 hilc fos1cri1H1 aw.in> 

• and institutions. ' 
!.LC hc-gan its associntion wi1h !he 

owrsedn:, marhcting and pmmo-
tions for !he confercrn:e. has si:c11n.'d lm:al. n:gional ,rnd 
nation:il sp\mrnrship> !he liki:s of ~kD01Mhrs, Huntin1.itnn !I.ink am! Subway 
Rc~laurants) anti not onlv 1he sp1msors .. hut m::kes sun: !h;1t thc bi!h arc paid_ 

Thanks to SS\I more ihan been µcncratcd tn help make the Confcn:ntc nm. 
i11dmhnp mon: S'.:' t 8 .000 remrn !o the schools !hrnurh the basketball pfayoffs O\ er the 
past oc1.·cn .\car more (han s..i2,000 to provide cemficd traini:rs at nery Crn1fcri:ncc· 
run eveut. SS\I aho \end ;is 1hc marke1ing ann for the West .. Super Six ... 
S1:i1e Fo<Jthal! Champi1mship~ since 200S am!, a!ong with WTO\'.TV9, !he '"OVAC 
Kickoff Ni:cht·· Prior to f(innir.µ Scholastw Spons \larketing, !J_C, Crnnpanion 
performn! promotion duHt·s ,11 hnth Davidson Co!lq:t and the l.1mwr,;ity 
of Srn11h C;milina: sen·ed as an n1mmissioncr of the llig Snulh Confrn:·nce; aml 
<,erwd on mnhma! Aswcia!wn \!mkcti11g Adminio1ra1ors ('.'..AC\IAi Bn,mL 

Bob Roe (Coaches) 
Jloh Roi• (\\"an,ood Chtss of 1925). Ji,: did l! ;1!! m the 

athletic realm: a 1alenk•d coach l\ho iltccu:dcd a! both 
1hc hi[!h ~choo! and ro!kµc 

t\t th<.: time he n.::in..-i,[ fmm school rnad1i11;: in 1%5 to take the 
\\'e1,t Li!l{'f!y Stale Co1let:i: job. was the 1,irn1in;:i:st fr:•J\b;1l! rc0;1d1 in 
(1\'AC !mlory with a 182 122.,"\f recurd. llc coached al W;imood Hi[!h for 
!O .)!::Jrs ( 19.l !---IOl and thcn al Wheding High for 24 sc;i,mF, ( JI/.J j .(:,,,4)_ 

Ile Wit\ lhe wirminl! nHnach (with lrwm Hrn\e!!l of !he firs! West 
Virgini;1 -Ohio ,\H·Star h)o!b;\l! Game in l 9-!0, !Js:ating Ohio ! J. 7, He fatcr 
~cn-ed as ([w 1\II-SiarGamc Dif<_'dor fmm !1Nfdi2. 

lk also kd the• W!wding bu:,,' !rack '1JUild \o th1Tc stmi;bt OV . .\C i !9+1-Hil ,ind a 
\V qn!J: d1ampiun:,hip in !9-16 !hi, \c;uns \\en; nmncr-up 19--1.I am! '-1-1), 

o:nachcd the llilltopp,.:r:; for nine sca,ons induding an nnbea1en season in 
1970 and in(o the ptayoff, in 1970 and '7! it> Wc5t Virginia Confi:n:ncc champion,_ His 

record wa:, )0-2-!"7. He was twin'. n;mu:d WVC Coach orrhc- Ycac 
Roe was a l:uske!bs1!! offic1,d for~[) )car,,, ;.crving thn:c trmh ;1s president of 1he Ohin 

\'alley Board of Appni1-c:d Ba,ketba!! Oflkia!s. 
As an a1h!etc, he ,1·a, a team captain of the \\"an1ood Hi)ch football tc;un and a four- 1car v11.Gi!y 

performer at Bethany Colkp:-
Roi:. 11ho pa.>S<c<l nway in !98-1. is a member of five other halls of fame West Virginia Staii: 

Sports. City ofWht"Cling. t ippcrOhio Val!i:y Dappi•r Dan. \\"e.,t Liberty l!rnwrsity :iml Bethany 
Collqcc He- \las ahn the- rn·1picnt of the OVAC Tmck Cal Giffin Award. 

Paul Rickards !Athlete. 19~0,) 
Pm1f Rickard.1· (WhL"cHn1~ lliFh Sl·l1m:1L Cla10 of 1944). He was a 

spo11 star ,dm was labded by !laf! of Fame co:ich Buh Rot: a, !hi• 
fno1lia!! lw c,er eoadwd. The 6-fr1ot- l, 190 p-oundc·r pla:,ed ,·enkr 

before lwrornin;; ;i nnming-pa$sing qoannbad.·tailh:1d:• 
Wildcat<;. !-le was 1h1e 0111v \\\o-timc ftr>t team, 

and 194.~ am! was vo(Cd tilt' top stale 
he completed 60 

for JO 
tacUcr. kid; returner am! punkr. He c;;imed "''""""' ,,i 
becauoe 11[ in er.1 nr mostly nm11i11g. 

'" the Wildcats win t!w ~late nrw-cla<,s 
!-le 

and ~ccnm! team as a junior 
!n track. he \\On a rare '\!nuhk'" in the one-class slate llK'CL capturin;, the long jump aw..! 

ohot put for the ~1are rnmier.11p team. He a!so lle!p,:d Wheel in.~ wm the first of1hre<: str;iight 
mw-clac,5 OVAC crnwns. 

R(:crnih:d for Pitt. he was a frmr :,ear letterman who le1I !he NCAA in pac,sing 
v:ml.'i as a fre::.!mrnn a schn<.;1-rc-cnnl S97 ,.-,inls. 
- I Ii: al,;o played one yar in the NFL wi1h ilw-Lm Angrk~ RanK He pas.1.ed away in 1999 

Bill Brubaker (O\AC FamHl) 
Hill llmlmh-r (,\kchm1icsliur?, l'a. Higll School. Class nf !97-iJ. \:nr 

only has Bmhakercn_/oyed an u!1ra-suco;s,fu! J4.year -;:int as head S\\'flll• 
ming coach at The Unsly .SchnoL 11e·s heen a drinng rnn_"t:: behind !he rnn­
tinuc!l gmv.ih of the .,pon 1hmuµhout the Ohio Valley ,\1hle1ic Conferern.:e. 

He has spent his entire high sdio,J! coaching career at Linsly and ha,; 
continm:d !!w ,chool\ mnanng OVi\C donii11,1110.: In the ponL Brnh,1kcr\ 
h'it of cqnfi:rt:IICt: ti1ks indudcs: combined t\11<.'s ( l 98 ! , '82. '83 and "84): 
ho:s titles il98:'i, '86. '87. ·ss. '89, '90, '9L '9:;. ·q9_ :?Oo.1. '(f.t, ·s. '(N . 
• w. '! L ·12. 'U): and girl, !ilks (!99(), '9L '1JJ. "94, 2009, '!LT!, U). 

He 1:;is nmdwd frmr A!!-Amcrica11 w:immc-rs Bc-11 lfo1!ct1 .. Jcrmy 
Lo,:w. "111cmn Pappas and Kerin Ru,;cpapp,1 and has ..:oachc-d a totai'of J! Acadc1111C All­
Amcrirnns. Brnbai-cr sen-cs ns thc med dircrlor of thc 0\'AC $\,Imming Championihips and 
the c,cn! w,L, n:na1ncd the BiH Bmbakcr 511 imming t'hampiomhip:; in 20!.1 

For --nm ... ~wimminr is a :165-(fay n )Car spnrt everything from regular ,cason hirh ~dmol 
nH .. 'l..'ts to srnrnrn.'r m,:i:ts to At\U comp,:l!liotb. 

t\5 an athlete. Brubaker was n four Jt:ilr fdtcnnan in swimming al ~kdiani<:shnrg lli.£h and 
a four-Jear kncnrnm al West Vi11:ini:1 l.1ni,..:rsily. He- ~rwd 11s team c:1ptain am! '""011 thi: John 
Law Award a<; 1hc outslanding senior swimmer. Alkrobiaining his !lachdorof Science degree in 
Education and Teaching fmm West Virginia lhiiwrsity_ he >!~nt a;, i:ar a> a.11 ;mi51,1nt coach\\ ith 
the :l.!ountainecrs • swim 1cam and serYcd onc year RS rm.'t! dire4_•tor of 1he lntereolkghue 
Swimminp. Ch:impinnship-,. A !Cad1er at Limly since 1980, he wrves .as of the Social 
Smdies lkpar;ment. 

Jim Potts (Coaches) 

Jim /'oils (Bnckhannon-lipohur Hli:ti School. Clit'i'i of !96--1). Pons bq!<m 
irachmg al Camemn in !971 and he qan:ed 1hejurnor high wri..·st!ing pm;ram 
then: th.it :,car_ lie sp,:nl J! years as hcad wn:st!ing cuach of the Dr.t80!!"> 
( !974-2005! and la!an.'lllnK-o:I as an assist,\nl rnrsit,· co;id1 for u:wral year,;. 
Pons compiled an impressive J6J•9-l-4 d1Ja! 111<.-e! f"Ccord. winning 87 Hiuma• 
men\ ch:impionship,; and fini,hing it> m1meM1p on Yi occa,imlS. In OVAC 
rnmpi:tition, Pnus-kd rnat squads amassrd LS OVAC Clas~ ,\ tournament 
championship'> (1984. '91, "9::!, "93, "9-1,, "95, '%, "t)7, "%.'(){),:!{)(JO, '01, 
·02 .. 'OJ and '0:i); finlshin;i as the o\crnll Sl'rnml or third place fini,her as 
,;c]]. f,fo 1c;m15 abu ,1011 !5 0\'AC Dua! i\!cc1 d1nmpiu11ship5. !'nib wa., 
namn.! OVAC Wrcstlin1,; Coach of the Year a h1ta! of !5 times. His !l}l}fl team wn11 the fil"\t Bob 
Sandler Sporh11~1nship A1van:l 

[n Slilll' C0!11pdition, C\lllCfO!\ \H)t! fot1rrn11\ecutin:: W.Va. Cla.~, AA/A championship~ (1991 
94) and fini~lwd <ts the nmncr-up thri..·e 1inws_ lie was n;uncd \\!:st Virginia Clas, AA;A Coach 
of tl1-e Yi:ar fiw timrs (1989. ·91. '92. ·93 am! '94). 

He rccd,·ed !he OVAC\ prestiglrn1s ";I.fr. 11,!aC award in 2008 for!fr; dedication and ,i:r.-ici: to 
1lw S]Xlr! of 1,·n:stEn.\! and wa, inducted mto the \\"es! Virgi11ia Clmpler of the >i<llional Wn:~t!ing 
! \all of F;mie in 2(KJ7 

He ah1 servrd as head fn-utbaH rnach "'! "'""'"' )''"'"·'"""'' a 55-5) mcraH rernnJ 
i11duding one ,1pr~•mu1ee in the W. Va. coached\\·, \'a. ro a :i.2.1-1 
win o>cr Ohio u1 the OVAC AU.Siar Frn11lnll 
ir.,d.: ,111d b.t$Chal1 coach. 

As ,m athlete. Poll'.i rnmpet~'l.l in three ,ports iw1vs1En11, fonihal! and baschaH) a! Buckhannon 
t'pshur \\here he 11·3s a member of the ,chool\ l 96.\ state diampiomhip footh:i!! !Cam and then 
pla;-cd both football Jnd base hall (a ftrs! team aH-rnnforence sdcerio11J at GicnviHic Staie Collq:c. 
carninp his dq,n:-c rhcr,.; in !%7 

.lack Prettyman ron;c;,,1s1 
Jm·k l'rcm·11w11 (l\lmmdsvt!k !-!ii:;h Schoo!. Cl:m of [958) One of the 

hest·bKJIHt i:lffkia!;; in the Ohio V;i!!cy. he retired ir1 ]()07 after 1\orking 
43 ;,rar,; as a memher of the Ohio Val!ey Board of Approved Foothafl 
Officials .. spending: \Wo :c,irs as pre.sidi:nt, iwo years a rin:.pre.rn!ent am! 
!O ye:1rs rm 1ht' Execuil\·c Bonni; and 20 )l'.ars. as a nflhc Ohm 
\'a!ky Buard of Appn.ncd na,keth:tH Offina!s, as president :rnd 
,,.ice-presidcnL 

He 1,nrkc-d WVSSAC playoff games for JO :,-caf"'i, inclmEng 1hc finals 
eiFtll tilnrs, as well _as the West Virginia North-South AH-Star Ciami:; and 
spenl :w workrnr; O!lSAA playoff i:arnes pills 1hc Ohio ~orth-Snuth 
AH-Sur 

l'reny111an 
and wa.~ !he 

He omcia!ed 
lndudinF 20 years at 
also worked games in the Easli.'m 8 and r\!lanlic 

in bas\...ctb;il! and 27 in foo!hal!. 
of p!aJoffs in foo1ba!I: and he 

i coi,11,ooocs for 25 years. includinu 10 
> ears of phi} off anion 

Prell.) 11Wl1 officiakd 
diampinn,hip g,rn1t' in 

i11 the pnifc~sional Indoor Fnothsl! League-. ,\orKing th..: 

A residen! of Glen Dalc, he reeei\'cd 1hc Rnhen Dawson OVAC [laskl'tha!l Offo:ia!s ,\ward 
in 200'.:'; a Specinl ,\chicvcmi:nt Award from the Dapper Dan Cll1b of thi: Upper Ohio Valfey 
in 20{)8 and sercral .~rn·ice ;\wards from various o1fo::ialing nq,i,mill\lions. 

lVlikc Ingr.arn (Athlete O 1950s) 
.Hike Jn;:rom l!kH:iiri: lligh SchooL 1957). Nickn;irw.•d ··Thi: 

rank" hi:causi: of hi;; phys1cat p!ay as a 220·pooml ful!back 
he ll'as ;i three sport Big Reds" qa!war; in footlialt. hasi-elbaH 

and kd Bcl!,mc In foi:Jtha!l rccunb of 7-3. 9-0-·1. 7.y and :'i-i 
He was a two-linw Al1-E:1,;tcrn Ohw choice 11,lio w;is AU-OVAC Class 

AA ftr5! ll:am. A!l-Va!ky secum! !earn, and AP AH·Ohio second !1'am HS 
a junior 

Recniirt•d bJ Ohio Stare coach Woody !fay es. hew;:, n11rnmed to ;m 
offcnsi\"e pmrd and l,eram<'..' thrce-;car Bucki:ye starter am! 
1961 team rncaqH«ls the K-0- l Big Ten C\rnfrrence clmmpinn~ 
whit:h \\Cl\.' 1\o. 2 in hn!h wire service p<:1lk The IL! n:curd !960 ti:;im wa,; ranked 

83 

~o.8 
He earn 

Hula !lo\\ 
a \enior and pfa;ted i11 the Easr-\\"est Slmne game mid 

NFL Waslm1Fton Rl'(hkim and AFL Bus!on Patriots .. 
away in 1981 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
.Jim Kerr (Athlete - 1950s) 

Jim Kerr (St. Cliiirsvi!k High School. Chm of 1957) After playing 
qumtcrhack as a jHninr, the first .. ycar 6-fom, !80-pmmd running hack 
led the Red Devils to a 7-0-'.: record white leading !he Ohio Valley ln 
scoring with a schnnkccnni L'i0 poill!s in nine g3.mcs. He rus!wtl for 
1.298 yards (8.3 yards per carry\ ,md landed si:-. pass ri:ccp1ions for 
8! yards. 

As a defensive bnck. he had sewn pass imcrccptions and the spccd­
s!cr also n:turned kicks (7 kickoff~ for 323 yan!s and fin:: 1nmE for 
IJJ yards). He earned All-Ohio.A!!- \'al!cv.A!l-OVAC and A!I-Eastrnt 
Ohi() foo!haH honors amt he ;ilso cornpctl:d in tr.1ck. 

The multi-threat back earned a schn[arship lo Penn State \\here he was il regu 
tar rnnning back-defensive hack :md kid; rcmrncr 011 teams with records of 9<:! and 
6-3- ! . As a scninr. he was the Nitiany Lions· top rnsher. pass recei\er_ kickoff rdurner and 
scon.•r. He scored three !m1chdowns a§!ain,t Army. In his las1 \1H1 seasons. Penn State \Hm 

the first t1H1 Liberty Bowl:; orer A!abarna ;ind Ori:gon. 
He was drafted hy the Washington Redskins and was a 11.'gular safety in his onfy 1110 

seasons. As a rookie, he led the Redskins in pass interceptions (71 and kickoff returns { 14 
for :185 yards) before being stowed by a leg injury, He is dccea.,ed. 

James 'Junior' ]\;foore (Athlete. 1960s) 
Jame.~ "J1111for" JJonn· (Wheding High School, Class of 1%9). He 

was a rhree-sport Wildcat al!·star in football. basketball and baseball 
who earned a football sdmlars!up to Wake Forest. 

In football. the 5·fnot·!O. !70-puund rnnning back•<ldCnsiw back­
kick returner was the OV's !Op Class AAA rnshcr with ! ,142 yards nn 
!89 carries with nine TDs pltis 14 pass receptions for !8! yards and 
n score. He w;is fir,;t !cam All-Valley, Al!-OVAC All-:-,,.foumaincer 
League mid All-City Offense anti Defense while earning second team 
Class AAA A!l-Stil!C while placing sixth in voling for the Kennedy 
Award. He was ~econd learn All-Valley m; a junior. 

A !wo-year basketball le!1cm1,1n on top Wildc,it teams, the kfl-handc<l poilll guart! led the 
!969 team in scoring {20 ppg), steals and assists as Wildcat> went 19-1 in regular season 
to win the OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked No. 2 in !he Hnat state re!!.ular season 
poll. He earned fir,;t team Class AAA A!J.State, A!!-OVAC. AH-Valley, Al!-(ity and AH 
l\loun1ai11eer League. As n junior, he was sixth man on ,1 Wildcat 1e,u11 which advanced to 
the state Class AAA se111ifinals. 

In ba,eball. he earned three lew:r,; as a fir,;! base111an•pi1cher ,ind started on th,c ~!ate one­
class championship ieam as a junior. I-le earned second team one-dass All-S!i.ll<: twin: and. 
as a senior. was first learn All-Valley while leading the \\.i!dcats in hitting ( .446). 

At Wake ForesL he led the freshman team in mshing hefon: earning three '.'arsity !ellcrs 
and helping the lkacon~. as a sophomore. win their first•e\·cr Atlantic C()ast Conkn;nce 
title. He was a rnnning back. wide receiH:r, defensive back and kid:off•ptml returner, He 
averaged twcr 20 yards per kickoff re!ums for his carn•r and hJd an 89-ynrd TD n:tum vs. 
Virgima Tech as a junior. 

Gordon Gordon (Athlete • 19711s) 
Gonion "Clwrlcy" Gordu11 (John 1'.-larsha!l High School, or 

1977). He was nothing short of outstanding for the l\lonarchs three 
~ports tr.u:k. wrestling and fomhal!. 

As a wcightman in 1raek for the po1,erfu! D.I thinclatls, Gonhm estah· 
lishcd the all-time Ollin Valley discus mark 011 the strength of lm [66-9 
ross as a senior, a season in which he won ihe OVAC C!ass 3-t\ anti \\'es! 
Virginia s1atc discus champ!o11shlps. lie was second in the slate shot pnt 
cwm with a heaw of 5'..!·--4. As a jm1ior. he was OVAC and stah: ,focus 
runner-up to OVAC Hall of Farner John Lenn of Brooke 

He grappled for OVAC Hall of Fame Coach Bi!! Hinegardner and scripted a seniur ,ea3nn 
to rcmcmhcr, Gonion went um[efcared< !eadim! !he l\lonarchs to the overall O\'r\C crown. 
He went 011 to cap his rnat career with the\\'. \1a. Class t\AA heavyweight title. 

Gordon was nlso a stando\11 on the footha!l fidd, st;1rting three :,ears as an offensive line• 
man and !ineh~ekcr. He recci'.'ed alP,loun!aineer League am! al!-OVAC laurels as senior, 
although 1he :'llonarchs won j11s1 one game, 

The 6·2. 255·poundcr rcceired m1 offer tn walk nn to the \\"VU frm1ba!I prngrnm. The 
m(We paid off as Gordon eamd a fut! scholarship while startinp. twn seasons rn1 the of!"en 
si\·e line and lcncring three times. 

His senior season nf 1980 marked the inaugurnl campaign for Coach Don 1',"ehlen and n,:1\ 

~lounwincer Field. He was elected as a co-captain that ~eason. 

Mike Smith t,\thletc • 1980s) 
Mike S111ill1 !Budc:e Trni! Hi_d1 School. Class nf 1983l. He enjoyed 

both p,:r,m1a! and 1carn snecess as the first four-year bnsketball lcnernian 
for the \\";ur!or,;, 

Individually, Smith fi11ished a stellar hoop> career with '..!.188 pein1s. 
which ranks Drd at!-time in th,: O!IS,\A record ho\lk. 

Ile scored 25 points in his first var,;if} game as a freshman. finhhing 
with ::!54 points that season. lie then disp!a;cd n:mark,iblc con,;istency. 
scoring 62.'i as a sophomore: 643 as a junior and 666 as a ,cnior for a 
four-year merage of 22.8 poinis per game, 

Smith was selected to the aH-Ohio Cfass A first tenrn !hree times. 
including beini; named the "'!'!ajer of !he Year"' in 1983. He was also a three-time first team 
al!-Easlcm Disiriet and all-Disirict l 2 selection. named "Player of the Year .. on b01l1 teams 
as a senior: and was a first team all-OVAC Class 2-A honon:e. He pfa:,ed in 1hc OVAC A!l­
S1ar Basketball Classic and !he Ohio Noflh-Sou11l All-Star Game followinµ his s.:ninr ~ca­
soa. ln addition to rnnking as Tra!!\ a!l-time leading scnrcr. lw is also 1he leadin!! rehounder 
with 643 and is third aH-!ime in free throw pcrccn1age at 83.9 percent 

During Smith's career. Trail pos1CL! a sparkling record of 88-8 under the of Coach 
·1errv Leel:'clL The Smith-led Warriors won three sectional titles. three 
one t1:11k;1;al chan1pmn.1l1Jp. 1rn1bng a state ,m,mc,m,," ,,,,,,,,,,,,,c, i.n JllR.1 11\h scor-
ing :U points !n t!wt game Trail a!,o 

Smilh crnl!inued 
!987 with a degn..•e 

Alan .Jack (Athlete~ 1960s) 
:ll<m Jack {Winters vi He High School, C!ass of 1966). fk 11as a three:­

:, e:ir ,tarter as a 6-foot. 205-p{mnd fuHtmck-Undmeker on kmns coached 
hy OVAC Jl;i!! offamer Boh Kell!cwe!! that went 9-!. 8- l-l and l/- 1 with 
only one lo,s lo Ohio Valley frX's. The last two !cams also won Big bghl 
Leap1e titles. He was a blocking folllmck hut, as a senior. he n!so mshed 
l ! 5 lirw:s for 583 yards and scored ()() points. 

His senior honor5 indmled All-OVt\C Class t\AA. All-Vn!!ey Big 
Schoo! AU-Eastern Ohio and A!!-Bi2 Ei2h1 

He earned a scholarship !o Ohio Si::nc'"and, after playing 011 the fresh 
man !eam, he became a three-:,ear ,1ar1er as a 6-foot, 220-wiund offen­
sive /!Uan! on teams with recnrds of6•3. JO.() and 8-!, ·nie unbe:ikn 1968 Big Tien Co11frrcnce 
champion team dcka1ed an OJ. Simpson,Jcd Southern California team, 27-!6 in the Rnse 
Bo1,] and \VilS cn;mned National Champirm with ;i No.! ranking in both p\llk 

Jack was sdce!ed co-capl;1in of the Buckeyes' 8- ! record !969 !Cam was co.Big Ten 
Conkrencc champion. 

lk also played in !he 1970 Hula Bowl game. 

Rick Coles (Athlete· 1970s) 

Rick C11les (Whedinµ Hi[!h. (!as:; of 197 t L He was a slllr for the Wild· 
cats in both football ant! baskclba!!. earning a scholarship !o West Virginia 
linivcr:;i!y in the !at1cr. 
The 6-J. 170•pound guard enjo;, ed n rccon!·set!ing hoop career. He a1 er• 

aged 33.7 in lhe regular season as a senior. leading the Wildcals (n a 21·3 
record and OVAC championship honors. That s1piad also wcm on to win 
seciinnat and re:,ionaf 1itles en mull: tn a state toumev bertl1. 

He tied the sdlM!'s single-game scorini: n:ClJrd. hCld hy legendary f:\ 

ercn Bdnkman, wi1!1 5-f points in a [47-88 conquest of Oak Glen. He ,11';0 

areragcd an arna,ing 22 rebounds per game in his fiiial camp;iign 
For his career, Coles nencd t J89 points.just 22 shy of Wheeling High·s school standard. 
He was a !WO•tirne all-Va!lev "lfoi School". a!l-OVAC and all,W.Va. first team honon.>e, 

Cnks was sclectd as s1a!e pla}·cr o(ihe )Car by the Morganto1Yn Touchdo,\n Club following 
his scnlnr campaign. 

Coles also stam"d on the gridimn. kncrinll three ye,Jrs while perfnm1ing at quaf!erhack. 
wa!e receiver and defrnsil'c back. As a senior. he ranked second in OVAC Cla,\ AAA pas>­
i!ll! \'an!.s with more 1han ! .!00 vanls. 

(\)Jes aho used his \ersatility: ;md athfcticisrn on !he Wildcats· track team. cmnpcting in 
relays and a5 a high jumper. 
At WVU, Coles was !he second-leading ,corer as the l\lountainecrs' freshman squad ,·ia his 

14,point average. He earned a !e!ler as a sophomore. playing in 22 games. As fole 1.vouhl lm,·e 
it. hm,·e\·cr, Coles snffcred a broken leg in the pn:--se,isnn nf his junior year 1, hid1 !imi!ed his 
play (l\'er !he next two years. 

Baske:bal! cn:iching icon Sam Andy called Coles one of the 111·0 bes! pla:ers he c1er 
coached. !he o1her hemµ. Hnll ofFamer Anthony Reed. 

Stan Boroski (Athlete· 19811s) 

Sta11 JJurnski (flud,eye South lligh School. Class of 198!) Hi: may he 
best known for his baseball can:cr, !ml Boroski was a tn:mendot!S thn:e• 
spot1 standout al Buckeye South, He earned all•Ohio hnnnrs in frmtball. 
hasl-.:etbaH am! basdialt for the Rehels. 

Born5ki quanerbad<:<l South mto the fOothaH post-season as a senior, 
becoming the first Ohio Valfey school lo play in the OHSAA grid play­
offs. He, unfortunatdy. missed !hat g.mw due to an injt1ry incurred in !he 
BuekeJe North contest. 

t\s a junfor, he was a hard-nmning tailback. !k rushed for more than 
! .200 yards and 15 TDs that season. He also hooted four field goals, 
amassing I !6 total points. 

In tmnps, Boroski fimshcd as Buckeye Sou11i·s fifth a!J.time leading srnn:r 
As a senior. the Rebels go1 off tn a 1--4 star! white Bomsl-.:i s!iH nursed his fo-0tliaU injury 

Upon his return. South reeled off t6 straight wins. He awrnge<l 16 points a game in his senior 
sc,1son. ufler posting mt l8·pnint avcn.1gc as a junior. The 6-2 fonvan.l was a lhre,>;ear kaer­
man for legendary coach Henry l.asrasz. 

In baseball, Born,ki \tarn:d on the 1nound and at the plate for South, 
He batted A00 ns a senior and nearly the same as a junior, He tns>ed a no-hiuer as a senior, 

Boroski led the Rebels lo a pair of OVAC championships and !»n districts berths. 
The 1alenred right-hander a!so was a standout in !.eg10n hasdrnll, perfonnir1g for i\laymm!. 

In his final season for Fo.>l 666, he hat!cd .327 whik going 6-2 on the hi]!. 
The Rayland n::nive. who attended OhlO Uniwrsity earning a biology deps:c. played t1>0 

season., in the :-,,.mwaukee Brewers· organlzation. He ended his professional playing days as a 
pitcher in !he Kansas City Royals organization. His minor k·a;mi: career sp;nrned a !nng and 
successful coachmg can:er in profcsslona[ ba,cha!l. Boroski spcul ! 8 ~ cars co;id1ing with the 
Houston Astros organization hefore being named bullpen coach for !he Tampa Bay Rays on 
Dec. 17, ~009. He stiU holds that post today, overscemg one of th<: premier staffs in '.\lajor 
l.eaµ.uc Baseball. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chad Brinker (Athlete - 1990s) 

Chad Brink.er Hifh Sdmol, Class nf 1998) lh1'.> 
Purpl,; Rider rn qxirts durrng !us prt:p 
career, hm it was in foolb;i!! \i.llere he rca!!y left a Lming 

Atfrr lc!kring as a freshmnn. llrmkcr I'D! hh dmrn::e to be 1!w Pmplc 
l{alers' main tai!back mklway through his \ophomon: season and 
dearly made !he most of his oppoituni1y. Brinl..,:r finishi·d hi,, prep 
c:1reer w1rh 3.984 3anh, which ranks \cnmt! alt-time n1 Fcm·, and 5! 
!ouchdowns. The majority of hi~ c;irn:r C1HHl' ns a sc1i1nr ,d1r..•n 

he r.1d.cd up 2,02•! ynnk Afler hoth arnl .,cmor ,c:Ern1s. 
Brinker wa~ narned flr>Heam n!J .. Easkm and fiN-tenm :!11-0h10 A:; n wnior, !w 
was tlw district's offensin; player of the ;yenr ,md ,itso the disiric!'s nominee for Ohio's 
covcltc'd i\lr. Footh;tll Aw,ml. He was r1ho mm1cd a PSA Today AH-Amcrica11, Along with 
lw, state honors. Bonker 11a5 111icc named firsHrnm a!l-OVAC' and aB-Va!lev, serv!11"1: as a 
co-capl.lin hoih in \996 ,md [997, Brinker took part in !he Rud: :-Slum!cy dVAC Ail-Star 
Charity Foo1hat! Classic. but after rushing for 160 y,ird;, in thc fir:;t half. he was in_jurcd and 
didn"t play in !ht ,ccon<l half 

lfo \ucces, wa5n·i limited in the: high sdm'11 ranks. Drinker signed 1d1h Ohio b1iversi1y 
;md earned four kncrs for !he Bobcais. He wa, twice named aH",\l,\C and wa_, cliooen !o 
play in the 2002 !fob !Jnwl All-Siar Game in Hi\\tati. Brinkt.•r finished tus can.;cr wi!h the 
Bobc:i1s wi!h 2JQ6 yards nm! :?.7 rnshing hH1chdowns, whu:h rank WH1 and fourth on the 
OJ!. carecr !istinp, rcspecii,·cly. Of his ynrds, he ran for t .099 as a ~cnior, fk put forth fO, 
100-yard ru,hing )!!!mes during his career. Bnnker put fnnh lhrne mimln.·rs despite missing 
four gamei> as ,1 junior hecanse or an 'llmugh he went undraf!cd, Brinker si;cned with 
the New York Jets in ::1.00J and pk!yed m preseason before heing relea:sed on the final CUL 
Jk ~nired two !ow:hdo\\l1'i !hat_prc-,e;t,on_ He played i11 _;-.FL Eump<.: in ::1.00..\ 

A!on;i wi1h fw; fou!b;ill exploits. Bnnker was an a[H)lmnrn m lrnck and field. lie finished 
snemh in the Din~ion !! lt}O-rne1er dash a,_ a seni(lr, nmning ! L27, !k also !encred in 
basketball and hasclm[L lie came.I a!l-0\':\C m honps. 

Since graduating from Ohio\ 1nivcrsity with a d,:gn.·c in exercise science, Brinker wri.·ed ns 
a rad in color an,il) ,t for Bobcah' football g;\nu;s, serwd a~ an assistant coach at Westcn·ille 
Cemr;II and since ::!O!O has 11nrh·d in the player per,onne! 1kpartmcnt with the Gri:en I.lay 
Packers. Ile recei,ed a Super Bow! rin12 after the Pade1, defeated !he Steelers in ::1.0lO, 

David Bertolino (Athlete - 2tttHlsl 

/Jarid /Jcrt11lbw iBudeyL' Local High SdmoL Cbss of'.'.{)()]). Tlm 
Panther product a athlete, hm was one of !he best wrcs • 
tier, lo c\·er grace 1he Ohio Valley 

Bcr1oli110 was a nciiutar a! Buckc\c, hut rea!h- blornimcd 
as a _1w1ior and W\)11 1he indiv1dlial champil)i·dtip :it the 
OVAC Tournament in both SCSlSOIIS, 

!fr was a stale qua!ifkr as a junior ;ind back a, ;i man Oil a 
missinn the followmg season. D11ring his se,isnn, Bcr1nli11n pm 
forth an unhlenmhed 44-0 recmd amt 1,on iii..: !60-pm111d Di,·i$im1 11 
~li"ltc d1ampionship in the pmcc,s. 

!lcrto!ino nmslwd fm can:t•r with a Hn:mµ l:'i ➔-22 record ~rnl was named the ::!OOJ 
En.11t·rn District Wrestler the Year. !lerto!imi didn't hang up 1hc pn:p singlet immedi-
nkly ,ifter his OHS,\,\ r-old medal. He \\,:nt !o the !'iminna] High School Senior 
Coache\ As;c~i.>tii;,,Ch:impionship Tournament and placed thinL earning aH-AmeriL·an 
honors al ! 60 

Prior tn In~ the gofd medalist at 1he N.i1ion;il Optcn Wn::stling 
Ch,impiomhip and 1he1111,n:1 ilw go!d at AAU Junior Olympics. 

He IV!'!'\lled for four years at Iowa S!ak three uf tho,e S<.'a;sm1> were spent 
under Brid1:q1()rt f!iµh gwduatc and OVAC lfaH of Bobh:, 

Duri1w his ,enior sc.:ot111. Bertolino earned '.\CAA All-American h, of finishing in 
the tup c:ight 111 !97 [HJll!tds in his only !rip to the national toumamc1i1. 

AH to!d. Bcr101ino fi:ni,;ficd his colh:Ei11:c career with n Ml•4 ! record. 
Fol!u1,·in1,, his cnlkgi,11e carcer, BJr10!1110 aucmp!ed to qualify to 11ic linilcd Stales 

O!Jmpic Team fnr the :1.012 games tn London. 1-!e spent more th:in a :,cir :II the lir11ted 
States Olympic Training C('n!cr m Cn!ur;1do training 

Karrie Hutchins (Athlete. 2onos1 

l\11rrie llmd1/ll.1· (Wh1:cling Park High School, Class of 2001). ·nm 
fonner Patriot hdp,:d offa'iaHy put \\'hcelfnp Park S(K'.l'<.:r on 1he map 
lm:nH} 11nd aruund tli<.' ~!,ilc of Wc:st Virginia durin? her sptemlid prep 
career. 

Hutchins wa;; a d('fcnsivc standout and 1mqw,s1inn,::il leader of the 
Lady Patriots, 1, hich resu!icd in lier (wice heing named 1he West Virginia 
Gator;1de Pla;cr or1he Year {200{) and 200t }. 

Wi!h Hulchms playing a key n1!e, tlw l'iltrioh clai11wd lhn?e \lrniµIH 
\\'e:;t Virgima Class AA;\ state titks ,rnd !irnr 'itra1ght b11:-od:on! OVA(" 
l'flJ\\'JlS. 

,\lonlc wit!i !hose honors, she \\.Vi a tlm:e-liiuc fir\Heam a!l-s1;ue sekc!ion and four-time 
a!I-OVAC: pick. S!w wn.> namd OVAC Pln'.,e! Ye;ir as a junior am! ,enior. 

l lmcllins was indw:tcil 10 the Whedine. !'ark Scho<.J! Ha!! nf Fame in ::!Off! 
After her prep Hutchins playe,f at West l i11iwro1ty where ,;he became the 

fir,t :-Sluuntam Stale 1n star! for the 
llmchins stanctl 45 of 49 c:m:er matdics as a 

~ln1111tainecrs :w s!rnw111s. 
D1ui1n the ,casm1, wah llrnd11m 

to the Si:1:eet 16 in the \:CAA Tournament. 
Atlantic champion, 

a kt:y ml,:, the 1.lnunlalnecrs advanced 
Sl\l.SO!l prioL \\"Vii \\'l1'i lllc Big East :-Sfa[-

Sh· named a ll'am for the .'.00) s,:amn. but lier can:cr c-:ime lo an <.:ll(J dw: !o 
111_1ur,· m second maidi ~easnn. 

H1i1cllms was 11ho ;1 swm!uut in 1he el;i;,c,morn at l'nr!. am! WVl.' She wa, p1-c.wn!cd !he 
Rd Bnmn Cup in 2006 . .shidt goes to \\'Vl.!'s most nutstamlinµ a!l-arm1ml rn1d,·1H-:1thlc1e 
in 1erms of a1h!e1ic, academic and civic: achicn:men1. S!ic also earned CoS!Dr\ Academic 
A!I-Di,1,ict !cam in '.'.OW\ a-; \\ti! as 1h.: WVU Fmmda1ma Outstamfim:i Senior and »a> a 
four-time fliF EaS! academic al! star ' 

!lutd1irh rrnduated with a in busine~, administration and completed a \foster of 
l'rnfrssinnal c\ccountancy al 

Eddie Drummond (Athlete - !991lsl 

Eddie Drummaml (The Unsly Srl100L Cfa,;s of 1998}. Speed was 
1hc n;mic of ;he for this f;mner Cadet, Niuany Lmn and NFL Pro 
Bowkr. D,\\mm/,rnl was Oil\'. nf !he fa.11cst ath!des io cwr paniciparc in 
the (l!uo \'aHcy ,\thletic Cnnfcr,:nce. 

While he c~cdlcd in track ;md field. it 11;b in football 1\11<:rt: 
Dmmmmid !rnlv !cl'! !us mark with thc Cadets. kathrn, them !o a :!9- l ! 
mark tlmini, h1.; four ;ears in the Orange & B!m:k. ti'mrnmond r;m for 
."\,918 vards and 55 touchdown, hrs career. He flllishcd with 70 
TDs tlital and ,cnn:d 424 fM1ims. He dn,ed tm carn:r with 5)29 
alJ.purJ¾bC m 40 games. Durin,; l11s junior <,ea_,(m, in 11lm:h !.ms!y 
fini;,hcd Drummond nm for USJ :,anJs, 1,hid1 1.1-as hls caxer high The !68 fl(Jints 
he scon:d tlm! ~.t,on r.mked fif!h in !he state nf Wtc-'>1 Vin:inia.Dmmrnond \\a_a; nanwd Ohio 
Valley Player of the Year folkll\,il1[:' !hilt s,:asnn. He was 'ilm.Y times named aJl.()VAC 
!wire named to the fif'.>Heani aB-statc 1mit in We,;i Vfrginia. A-; a junior, he was 
a dercnsi,\o had: and nmnil1i:! had.: as a senior. He was the fnr the KL'mwdy 
Award, 1\hid1 fOt:S 10 ~loum:1in Staw·s 1np pn:-p player. He was named first-k,1m 
a!!-Valh:, !hn::i: limes. 

Drnn1!11i.md chose tn play fm foe Paterno and Penn State n,ernlTcrs fmm !he !ih's of Notre 
Dar111:, ,\lichij;all and Florida Stille, He wide rccdver, primarily for the 1\inany Lions. 
lie made 71 rccepl1nns for !.!.l:! Jm--J.1 touchdowns. fk alm ran for ::1.7::1. yards and 

nor hcmg ~l·lectcd m t!w dr.1fL Dmmrmmd sip1cd with t!w Detroit Llnns and made the 
team as a kid: returner. fk :t\Cratcd ::!6 ,,mi, a kid..11ffremm. ranked third in !he '.';FC :ind 
fifth in lhe NFL Ile had a pmH relum fof a wud1down. lk was sekctctl w the I'm Bowl and 
named all-Pm m 200-L All 1u!d. he pb;,cd five ~ason> in the NH, tfour wi1h De1rni1 and one 
with Kansas City). Ile ,pen_t the ::1.008 seasnn 011 the S1e-elag· practice 

Other th;m fuotbaf! al L1w,!y, Dmmmond \\'ft\ one of !he top sprinters in the Ohio 
\'alley. He lost only one ra,:-c 10 an Ohio Valley athlete and that was as a freslmum. !le had a 
PR or Hl.J7 in the JOO, which he ran d1irim: a summer meet aft,:r tns s,:nior season. He ran 2! .7 
in the ::1.00 a111l-l8.9 in 1hr 40{1, He was a four-time a!J,V.illey sckction 

Dan Stephens (Athlete - 2111111s) 

Dan Stcphcm (The Liwdy SchooL Class of '.!.()()(IL lt didn't matter the 
,ea.,on, fidtl or s1x1r1, !his Cadets' prud11c1 p!a)d and pla;ied wdL 

The only Lins!! athlete In s\art for four years in footbalL h,t~kdiaf! 
an(! basdiail, Stephens shrncd exeeptionat!y bngh1 on tile football ant! 
hascbaH fi,:lds. 

Skphens wa.'> a four lcttemran for Terry Dcpe1•/s kmlball team. 
:mwssmu a sdlll<.ll 29:! pli1y111(' primarily ;itong: the dcl'c11• 
s!\c !inC. He fwd a senior c,c;tson »hid1 he registered 76 iacklc.> and 
fi>e sacks. On 1he nffen\iw 'iidc of !he !MIL S1qlhcns ran 
am!!::! touchdowns. He was a fir:,;Hcam a!!•'ila!c sclcetinn w11s a nmhip!c-limc 
a!!-OV..\C and all• \';i!ky honur<.:t' on !hi: gridimn. 

On !he baseba!! fic!d, long-1ime Lins!: heat! co:wh Gary Spra,;uc caHed StephLins !he •'finest 
lmtcr" he"de\cr co;iched. SlcphL·m bl 1111: Ohio Valk•y in hilling :is a senior al .S.'7 and cnn-
ncckd on cwht home nm and dro\"c 111 a scho,n! .. n:cnrd rum. Ile sirnck out Jtls! four times 
1b1 season. Stephen~ sri!I holds !Ile Lmsly caren for hum,: rnns and RHl, His \'!fort., 
1wre rern,ll11i1ed by hi, se!ec1ion to 1hc all-OVAC learn nmllipk !irnes and 1h..: nil· \'alky tcmn 
multiple tirnc,. 

On the haske1hall crn1rL Stephens played on tfw interior. He s1i!! holds the record for 
rcboum.1s amt dwr~cs tals.c11 \n hi~ cw,:n. He 1>as nxop1i1ed on the aH,\'aHey for hoop~. 

S1eplwm !neh part in !he OVAC A!!-S1,ir for aH !hfl.'l' sports am! was the winna of 
_1he Zimmerman Award which best male athktc. 

85 

After rereivinµ more !han sdm!arship offers nm1hined bct\\C<.:n footh;d! ;md 
b;1s.eba!L Stephen, elected nf Pittshurgli tu play football. For !he 
l'amhcrs, Stephens ,\'.::•;;:'.;;;,;\',~,~:]';'. •I I games along !!w de!"cnsin! line 
The Panihers wok part dunnµ his !lme in th-c Steel City, including 
the Fiest;1 Bow!. Stq1hen> Bowl Art !lo.line ~!VP Award. 

A!! told. S1ephen.> wa,,; ,rn and 1wicc named an Acmlcrnic A!!-Amencan. 
He wa, listed on the All Bi; Imm \i1>\\nimcsS1ephem aho rt.'ccived the David 
Sandl1Crµ . .\ward, overall academic' and alhk!ic 
ad1ie1ements. !le "" """"" to a P[H font!iall p!il)Cl' 

1,ho has 01errumc the Blue:fJoM AwanJ. AH 
of the winners hare (~ 1lw Pin \Cl">in11 of the 
Ha!! of Fame. 

S!ephens was signed by the Buffalo Bilh and 1,1;;is ir1 1:ad:,- camp wi1h !lie organi1:1tio11 in 
2005 
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Sponsored by Robinson Aulo Gmup 

Denny J\tlagruder (OVAC Contributor) 
De1111is "De1111y" ,\lagntder (\\'heeli11g Cemral Catholic High 

School. Class of !967). 
If there were a "'best friends·· list for the OVAC, his name woufd 

certainly he near 1he top. 
~lngrnder hns certai11ly OflCflell his anllS am! gh-en the nation·, 

farg..:st functional high school athletic conference a place 10 cal! 
•·110me··. primarily in his role as E\erntive Director of Wesllm1to 
Arena in downtown Wheeling. 

WesBanco Arena has been Imme to !he OV:\C l\luscum mduding 
the !!all of Fame displa;, since 200'l, with Magmtler fertemusly allowing the conference 
free reign of the outer rnncourse of the facility 10 showcase Hs rich !Jistory while al.10 
serving 011 the OV,\C !\luseum Committee 

Hie arena ls host 10 !he OVAC llaf! of Fame Banquet. OV,\C B,rnq\w! of Charnpio11s, 
OVAC Ron r..lauck Wrestling Championships. OVAC Chrering Championships amt 
OVAC Media Nig!i1, am! m one time it hos1ed the OV:\C Snmucl A. Mumley ,\H-Swr 
Bnskctba!! Cfassic. 

In addition to its OV:\C affi!imion, WesBanco also serves as !he home oflhe Wheelin~ 
Nailer:, of the East Coast !Jockey League am! w~s 1he hmm: of the Ohm Valle} 
Grc;, hounds or the Indoor Football League for se~em! years. Coumtess high school :md 
culli:ge baskctbalt games have nlso 1aken place 1herc 

~!agnider was the recipient of the nm Distinguished Service ,\ward prescrncd by the 
OV,\C llal! of Fame Co111mi11ec in 2010, and the award was n,m1ed in hb honor 1h11, aH 
foturc recipients received the Denny lllagmder Disti11guishcd Service Award. 

lie is a gradua1c of West Ul1eny Stale College with [kgrecc in ac.::ounting,husiness 
administration a!l(! n member of the first graduating class ( l 988} of the l'ublil' Assembly 
Facility 1'.lanagemelll Schoo! at Og!ehay Resort and Confen-ncc Center: has ser.:cd as a 
facu!ty memher and:'or as regem of the school ever since, ln addition to !iis position a1 
WesB:mco. which he has held since !986, he also o••crsees the historic Capi1o! Mmic 
I ]all: scrYes on 1h~ City of Wheding 11~!1 of Fmnc Board and a, E,ecutive Director of the, 
Greater Wheeling Spons and Entenainrnenl :\ulhority, Magn!(kr has ,i!so ser.-nl as rate 
,malyst. budge! direc10r and l1rba11 Renewal Treasurer of the City of Wheding: Business 
1'.lanagcr,Complrn!!cr of 1he \!arshall County Schools and as Treasurer of the E.\ccutivc 
llnard of the Wheeling Co11ve!llion and Visitors Crntcr. 

lie recdved the 200.'i Spirit & !.ender<;hip Award and was ,c!ec1Cd !O the Cit) of 
Wheeling Jlal! of Fame tl1 2011. 

David 'Ty' Fleming (Coach) 
JJm-id "1)"' Fleml/lg (Shadyside High School. Class of [%.'i). ,\n 

irmma1ivc fomba!I roach who rnnb among 1he winni11ge<;1 in OVAC 
his1ory. he finished 23 )Cars as a head coach with a !6:i-9::! n:con!. 

lie t1egan his cnaching career as a football and baske1baH assisiam at 
:,.,/ewtnn Falls In !1J7l-72. a1H! retunicd to the Ohio Valley :is an a;;\tStant 
at Bellaire from !972-74. ! le then sef\.ed as head boys' li3sketha!l coach 
at St. John Central from !97➔-79. coaching: the Fighiing Irish hlfJtbat! 
team for one seas(111 ( 1978) to a 7-} rernnl. From there. he moved nn 10 
Woolridge !ligh near Akron a;; 1he head hoys· basletha!l coach for 011e 
year bl'fore finaHy corning hark to his alma mater. 

During his fim tour of duly at Shadyside { 1980-91 ), he coached mo OVAC champion­
ship ~quads { !')82 and !989) and two OIISAA playoff squads ( !989 and !991 ). with his "89 
wam r,:,aching !he stale semifina[ game before losing to nenltwl stale runner-Hp ,\lcDonald. 

In his second go-muml { !999-2{){)8). his teams \\e111 89-24 am! made eight more pla;off 
appearances, daiminµ 1110 regio1rn! 1i1!es (::!O(Kl and 2006) and n:a..:hin&, the Diviwm VI 
Slate Championship (fame where they tnst to 1'-.laria Stein l\!arion Local ( ! 7-0). The Tigers. 
had five once-beaten scaso115 am! won lhree more OV:\C crr1wns; C.002. 200.1 and 2(l(l7), 

,\!l told. ht coached ShadJ>llk for 22 years. compiling a rnreer rernnl of l:i8-89 there \1hid1 
r.mlss firs1 in school hls.tnn·, 

During his time in TigCrtown. he also toJCh(.'d track and girls' basKe1b:lll and scn(.'d as the 
school's aih!etic director for !O ;ears. !!is !98::! !rack squad captu1"t.•d an OV.-\C ti1lc and the 
'8.'I team was crass A Dis1rict d1,nnpions 

Fleming was a 1hrec-time Ohio \'alley 
Car! llailli!! :\wart! from the D,ipper n;in 
into the Ohio Valley Fooiball Cnnchcs .\;;,,ci"''"" 

A s1c!for athlete at S!wdJ'iide ,,110,e 
wo11 !2 kners in fmir spnrn Hon1ha!!. ,.i:, '' ••· ::.,, ' 
11ent 011 to cam three feHcrs. in ba,ti:tball m Kem 

After rctirinz J:t- h:n 1tur~u1 
WKKX Radio-on bm:idca,;h 

Linda Myers (()VAC Family) 

Linda J!Jers {\\·annxld lligh Schuol, Class of 1%7). It's been 35 jtars 
-;ince she joined the •'family ... !ml there\ been plenty of behind the scenes 
co1milmtions made to the OVAC by this tirdess. friendly face of lilt con• 
frrence 

:\l;crs has lx:rn the OV,\C Rudy l\lurnley All-Star Football Ciame 
Program Coortlinator since !9'l4. organi1i11g, bil1i11g and cnlfcciing m!s am! 
assisting in production of the mas,hc program ,~hid1 generntes thou,am!s 
or dollar,; each , ear. 

She served aS liaison berneen the OVAC am! what was then the S1011e 
& Thomas Qtiee11 of Qucc11s Pa~emn staning in 1987, taking OHT ;r; the 
event rnonlina1nr in 1 'J'J4 ;,ml continuing in that mle for lite conference umi[ 2006. Dtiring tha! 
rime, she rel'arnped tile e,em 10 include the awarding of thousands of doll,n;; in od1oi,uohip,; tn 
Ille par1k!pants. 

/,,lyers a!,o has 11orkcll with 1he 0\1,\C Ron /1.lauck \\:n:s!ling T(rnmamrnt In qrious capaci­
ties since !98(); assi11ed wilh the OV,\C Banquet of Champions for the past ::!O ~ears and the 
OV,\C !!all nf Fame Banquet for !2 years: and has served on the OV,\C ,\lmcmn Comminee 
since its inception in 2()()9. 

1'.l:,ers has al.in assisted with the VIP hospitaHry for the West Virginin "Super SJ\" Football 
Chmnp[onships in W!iecEng for the past::!! years. 

M;,ers· !ist of awards includes being ho11ored mi the coven:d of the OV:\C Rudy \!urnky _·\IJ. 
Star Fo-01ball Game p1urram i11 20!.\9: rccdving the fames ··DeadcJc·· ~!orris ,\ward for a;upporl 
of OV,\C wres1!ing in 200::!: und the l!owartl V. Corcoran Sr .. 1'.lcmoria! ,\;van! 

:\ resitkm of Wheeling 1\ho ea1m:d a B.S. degree fn:1m West Liberty State Cnlkr" 
a />.fa;te(s dqm.ec from West Virgini:i University in !985. she was employed hy the 
Schools for 29 :,,·;1r;, teaching at Triadelphia 1'.liddk Schoo! and \\'arnoo<l Schoo! umil her wirc­
nwm in 2009 

George Kellas II (Media) 
George .11. Kr/las II {T-riaddphia High Schon!. Class of !973). ,\ oome 

limes cm!lrowrsia! but always passiona!c broat.lcasicr, Kellas simply [o\'ed 
the Ohio \'alley spons ,cene. especially high school athletics, and could be 
found fnmt·aml•ccnt,:,r as area !~ams rnadt their way along the fnorhalt or 
h:iskctba[! tournarncnt trnil for nearly JO years. 

Afti:r i;:ctting his feet \',Ct on the radio as far back as 1977 and graduat­
ing from West Ubenr S1atc Coll(;ge in !980. Keila, s11ent !2 )<":ars at 
\\TRF-T\17 in \\'heeling 1198-1,-9.lj and then ei,::dit )Cars at WTOV•T\'9 in 
S1eubenvi!k. both as a ,pons anchor aml commentator. 

Later ln his career. he rn·fll1mded radio stuion WKKX-AM H,On and 
hosted ·me Genrge Kclla5 Radio "fo!k Show from !he statio11·s inception in 20()4 u11ti! he died of 
cancer in 2(){)9 :it the age vf 53. 

Kellas was a staunch supp,:mcr of !he !'it!sb1Jrgh professional S[RlrlS team.I. particubrly !he 
Steelers and 1he Pirates. [n !')97, he 0Cga11 11ritinµ the Blad; and Gnhl Newskner. u monthly 
rmblication detlic.)(ed w cmcrage of the Steelers which was available !hmug!mut the Ohiu 
Valley. 

Among his passions was greyho11ml rad1!g :it \Vheeling Downs (t10\1 Island 
Racetrack). In [985, he 1,011 (he OJ', Smith Award for a s!Ory on :,..ty Tipper. 1he of the 
l'J84 Commissioners Cup at Wheeli11g Downs, and a stakes race at !he 1rark was named in his 
honor after his passing: "l11e GcoQ:e Kclla, l\kmorial. 

I le w,1, 1hc founder. en-owner and general manager of the ralley·s first professional indoor foo1bal! 
1ca111s the Steel \:1lley Smash. in 1999. ·me h:am farer lx't.·;une the Ohio V.ilky Grt}!mmi,l,; and capwn,-d 
!he Nmional Indoor FornbaH L,:;igue champlmbhlp in 2(X)2 and 200]. 

Rod .Johnson (Coach) 
Rm/ Joh11.1m1 (Gaham1a Lincoli1 High School, Class of !'J65}. !le 11as a 

pioneer !ocally in 1he spon: of high ,ci1ool HJ!le;lmtl, scn-·ing a, a head n1<1th 
for a trnal of2! }ears. indmling ! ➔ )Cars. \>here he [milt the !luckeje Trait llig.h 
program imu a respected s!alt power and then c!osi!lg oul his career with a 
,e\en.year run 11 here hl in1cckd life i1110 a dorm am Camhridge I ligh prugram. 
fohmon·s combined rernrd was an impressive --100-1(}() cornbinetl record. \I hkh 
ranb 26th on the all-time Ohio High Scho1Jl ,\th!etic Assodmlon·s Yictory Est 

Durirrn: his 14 ;cars as Traffs \Olicvhall toaeh.1hc team am:med an incredible 
294---¼7 iecon!. ,\-inning a! !easi 22 g;rnes in each of ihe !as1 11 sc.1sons. During 
his temire. the L1dv Warriors won fo11r O\',\C ti11es. eid11 district crowns and 
thrcc regional chanlpionships. '!lie J(J8:i squad advnncelto the OI ISi\:\ Class_.\,\ swtc '>C!llifoials, 
finishing with a ::!6-2 overaH record am! 1hen four years [a1er, in l'J8'J.Jolm,;on and the Lady Warriors 
rcached the pinnacle by wini11g ihe Class,\:\ state dm111pionship and posting a spotless 27.0 record, 
Trail neMly went hack-in-hack und.:r Jnlm.1m1's guidance. flnishinµ as the Di1·ision !!I wue n.mner­
up in 1990 wi1h a 27-J mark 

At one point ( t 985-87)Jolmmn.coachet!Tmi! teams pm tu?e!her the staie·s founh-!ongcst regular 
~ason winning sm:ak of -IS games. 

I le was named Ohin ! !idi School \'o!b ball Coach~s Association Clas<,;\,\ .. Coach of the Year .. 
in !%') and he 1Hm the ()V:\C "Ct1,1rh of the Year"' a11ard in !986. He wa~ also i1110 1hc 
Buckey~ Trail:E1st Gu~msey A!hktic llaU of Fame in l'J'J<J am! ls 1he OV-\Cs first in the 
Coste hes ca1egory \\hn piforcd a girls< sport. 

Johnson s:epped back into 1he coaching ranks in 2005, this time at Cmnhridge. Staninf from 
1he gmund up, the Lady llohc:ns went 6-18 his first year lmt that was the only losing \l:ilson umkr 
Johmon. During his sc\~ll :,car:~. Cl IS posted a l06-62 mark. llie hes! season came in 2009 1, hen 
the Lady -Ca!5 were 22---1 and won 0\.~\C. section a! and <listrin d1mnplon>hip> t>cforc losing in the 
OHSA,\ Division II Regional semiflna!s. Cambridge put toge1her an OV.-\C ··1Jm:epi:at" hy also 
winning conference championship> in 2010 ~nd :!Of!, with o•..-er.tll records nf 19-5 ;:mil l 8·6. resp,_>c 
1h-ely. '11\e Lady Cats 1~ere also East Ccmrar Ohio L,:ague rnn11ers-up four linws U!l(kr Jolmoo11·, 
watch. lie was tabbed OV,\C and District l2 Division ti °'Cn;1ch of the Year"' in 2009 aml 2010 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Duauc Powell (OITTd"ll 

!hume "IJihhr" l'owell dkl!ain: 
wgardc<l mnong.thc offic1:il, hy 
Slh:lldins ::'.5 )CJ.r> 

lk lJ<:gan ollici,11111µ 
V,1!ky Board of ,\ppms\:d 
·\ppmvcd Ba,kctball omoah Hw 
orpmintinas). 

Durinµ hi; c,1rccr, he \snrktd sc1cr;\! Of!S,\,\ foo1ha!l pL1yoff 
and baskcibat! tm1mamcn! 1:;m1e> am! also nfficia!cd cmrnlkss 
Jq:c fnotbaH ramc'; in the \Vcq Virginia Confcn:ncL:". 

Jlc 11cas the htmor;11')' official at !!H: O\':\C Rm!y \lwnky All .Star Fnol!Jall Game; rcu:ivd 
the OVAC lfobcrt Dawym B::skclball Officiah A11,m! in :!000 and nxei1c·d a \kri1miou, 
Awanl frrn11 the Ol!Sc\A for m1ts1:rndin; 5c;vii:e to high ,d100! <1!h!etic, as mi offa1:d. 

l'nwd\ 1,as horn in Di!Jc, Bottmn. ;md he W<b rm outstanding aihk!c' al Be!faire !li:,h. 
ln ba,keiba!L tw was rqiankJ ;:5 one of !he pixmicr p:i,o~·,s ,mil plaJmaler, in'\)hio 

Valley h1.,1ory, scoring 3)8 points as a >tnim \1hik carnrn)_: all·Ohi,), all•Va!lcj am.! ;dl• 
Eastern Ohio ;iccnladcs. 

lie alw plawd bascba!l for the iklbmc Civics "F"c,, """ the 
l'insburph Pir:\1es' form 1e.:nn in Brnw,wid:, Genft;ia 

lk was indue!ed into ihc Ik!lairc i!irh Walt of Fame in 
!'(11\dl. 11 Vder;u1 of !he l!.S Am1}·, wmk(•d !he ~lartins Ferry plim( of \\'b;eli11g-

l'iu.1bud1 S!<:d :rnd after 111: W;l> a hua; for the I\!artins i'em· Ci!v Sdrnoh. 
w;t{ a meml,er of !he Rida Bunstcr Club, Anwriean Legion l\;,t fa ~ntl th,· 

m 

Clyde Eads (Athlclc - 1950s) 

Clyde HmlI f[id1 Schciol. Cla.sc, of !958!. Tht 6-foo1 -5 
RC<l Dcd!s' baskethJJl rcconNmok i11 a 

thrte-1inie fir,t team ,\H.O\',\C honoree in 
the L1rge<,1 Cbs, AA. ,rm hold.1 the siqch:-p1m,;-
poims 1a1ai1\st War-,nod i11 !'JS8l and his I /ii,! ca11:er 

the ~,limJI standard 1m1il hroh•n hy Dan """"m;,,, 
poinl> a game as a senior. :'.6..1 for his c;ireer 

all three· 111dt1JinF 25.1 a'i 
.1uperslar 

Devi],; lo 11 6- ! career renml O\er 
lt;m1 niar!ied hy ,\lylts 
rqrn!:ir wa.1011 lo,'.; m a 

Bndiceport inclll(!inµ. a secrimrnl 
! m a;i!l for rhc best recnrd up to that 

'"'"'"·""•· "" 1he Cb.,,,\,\ dislric1 finals. 
Ihm:: seasons a:; t!w fkd Devil, compded 

Hick Sau i \\'hte!iqi Central !!irh Sd1onl. Cht,, 
!{) three-~ear Mamon Krnt:lit tuar-d be1texll '.i\Jn1e 
n:rnriJ; .'id hy OVAC Hall of Farner Did . .\!ilia 
cliFible all-otar honor 1l'i ;1 junitir am! 1cnior. 

,\s a ,n1\nr, he ,cnn.·d Yi6 puints in 22 
11-lilkr"s senior m:uk of 24:f ,c1 in 
,wtc aJ!.cJa,s PLJ;er of the Year by 
Nau's 253 gait \\J.\ top, in the 01rni 
OV plaJCG wi1h 83 7','(' fn.~ thmw - '. ••• ---

!n a h::,p,:d 
Famcr Abn 
1,iih Ccmral 

n:l\Jn1cd 
1,lm had 

San1 "Buzz' Berry (Athlctc~ 19-Hlscl 

Sam "flu:;:" llerry (Wan10<.1d lli:::h Sdmol. Clas, of 1'146)_ He 11a, (he, 
fir,t !ht tinw Alt-OV:\C ho11on:e m football and ba:;ketha!l. Thc Vikin1: 
wmdmll was selected to the firs1 three A!!-0\1,\C C!:t.1, A /smul!c,! tif 
11,0 cl;w;es) h:d-.e1ha11 iram, ,md the nm t1,o .\H-OV.-\C Class A fonthall 
1e;1111, as :1n cm!. W;1rnoo,! '"m foe OV,\C title, and four City of Wheeling 
crnw11s 1Si\ schCto!_sl in foo!baH aml_basldi:ill during that Pi;fiod and ;1lm 
advanced to th_e \\ .\'a. Haske1ba!! '[011manwm in !{)..J,',, !m ;unior sca,on 
He ,,a, a multiple A!!,C1ty limmn:e 

fie a!so eamcd,\I! Suie honors in both 
honms, he was a secnm! lr;im pick;!) a 
f<KJlbali, !w w;-is a thml team All· State end as a jll!1ior 

ln War.Im¾! llirh's hes! era for hn\h football am! b,d.:etba!L a.1 a junior he 
0\'c\C Ha!! of Farner. Edi:ir ~!,min, Jo !e,id a 22,.\ rcrnrd and a >!ale loumn 
a 9· ! rernnl 111 foo:trn!!. - " 

!Jerry ~on!in11etl Im b:d;e:hal\ at Shepherd 
the Ramo· first pmminen1 p!:1) er, set a ,dmol care a 
i::arnes for a ::2.9 a...-crage. As a ,,1phomore. Jw bccanw 
Cnnfnente Trnmwnu:nt honor<.'c and was :dl-1nnrn:1ment 
em:e (twice srcom! team am! or1ce first team) 

He !cd stall' en!!q:c, in ,cmi11y as a ,itmior (2(d) and ;cnior {2f,_9). with the laun rank;ng 
snth 1!\ the nafom. 

:\ Shq1herd Colkge Ha!! nf Famcr, he"s a member of the AB-Tinw We'i1 Virg11m1 Cn:ifen:nce 
team 

Berry relocated ht Flnnda and is dru:ascd. 

Gene 'Beef' Lam one tAthlc1c. 1950s) 
r;,,,1e "[lcej" l.am:me {WeHsburg !figh Schno!, Class of 195!). !k 1,as 

an all-slar I\\O-way hneman a! boih the h:~h school a11d_ collqce k>d. 
A, a prep semor, he, cunrd fir<,1 lrnlll Clas,; AA ,\!1-0V.-\C :ind Class 

third (t;i111 AH-West Virpi1ua_ reco)!nition before competing in ihe 
Ohw-\\'est Virginia ,\ll-Star Ciarne. 

Recrnikd by Wes( Virginia Uni1·enity, be hec,nm.'. 
Mo11111aincen' mo,t honnn.·d fonlbaH linemen. TliL' four-Jear 
stamkml 6-foot 2, 7.!5-fKlmHl iv,o-w:iy linerrnm from 19:i!-.)4 wa,; (cam 

a \.cnim ,,hen WV!.! h;rd mi rernrd and 1vas ranked N\\. 
in (he, final A5<;rn:iatcd Pre,-, WVIJ was 28-7 i.11 his four 

_,e,mm, a !95:( SU?ilr Bow[ started }4 5lrnighf 
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!k earned wrund !cam ,\ti ,\mcrica a! n1 a junim ~ml 1!11rd h11110Vi as ;1 
on the 1954 AJl,Sm1diern team :11\d 

l'a> drafted in mund of the 
Eagles hut nn injury prevented h1111 

n three major wkctions: 
:\,\_ As ;J. ;unim. he \>a., 
!1-W.Ya. Cb,, :\,\A. 

e:1med lmdm.H A!!•W.\.:1. 
de u( ~chonL he IHm a Tn-

it> "Mam of thc Decadt" for the t•)')H> 
!k is in the \\'Vf_; Sp:m, !bH ofFanw 

a, Chair for the :\!hlelic Campaip1 & 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Rudy Jovicic (Athlete• 1970s) 

R11d1· Joricie (Shadyside lli2_h Schoo!. Class of 1976). Jov[ck was a 
three-Sport performer "at ShatlJ~sit.k:. competing in hasdwll, fmithaH and 
trnck. lie was nothing short of scnsat!mrnt in the latter iwo. 

JO\·idc was the unqm:.11irmctl premier hurdler in 1hc Ohio Valley dur­
ing his Fleming Fidd days. As a senior, his hurdling' pmwcss helped !he 
Tiger<, of Tom Vichkh lay claim to 1hc state C!a\\ A championship. lhc 
first Eas1em Ohio bojs' tr.ick team to tum tha! nick. 

In the slllte meet Jovidc finished runner-up in both lhc high !mn!lcs 
am/ !nw hurdles. fie was nip1x:d in both r;iccs hy Roland James. a fotun.' 
lir1i;-cr,!1y of Tennessee ddcnsivt back mid first -round draft choice of !he 
/\cw England Patriots. lie also anchored a state-placing relay 1eam. 

Jovidc tied the al1-time Ohio Valley s1an(bnh in huth hurdle eve ms. lk clod.cd a sialing 
1-i.2 in the highs and 19.5 in th,: lows. 

·me ln1d!i{encer nanw<l Jovicic Cl\-captaln nf the l'l7(h Ohio \'a!ky All•Decadc nact 
tc;un. alollf! with Bridgepon·s Craig 1'.H!ler. 

Jovicic was atso a gridiron stac lie wa, a two-time :\!!-OV:\C and AH-Va Hey honoree. The 
!70-poma! running back garnered some 700 infamry strii,es and !l TDs as a senior \lhik 
.ilso catching 12 passes for 20(, yanh ml(! 11,0 more scores. 

Jovicic also enjoyed a long career as a prep grid coach. I !c was lie ad l"(1ach at Bridgepon 
Jligh for three se.isons after serving as a Bulldog assi.>tant. Ile has also assi,red 11ith the grid 
program at his alma mah:T 

Kelly Swierkos (Athlete. I98DsJ 
h·elfy Swierkos (Bishop Donahue !li_gh School. Class !'J8.6L 

Swierkos was a pio1teer in 1he art of dommaiing pitching m OV,\C. 
She was no!hlrm shon nf tn:mcndous on the hi!L 

Dllring Iler prl'p days. West Virginia had just one classification for girls· 
softball. Despi!e heing one of the s111alks1 schools i11 1he st;1_1e. 1he L1dy 
Bishops rode Swicrkos' tn.lented right arm w unparalleled he1glus. 

Bishop Donahue finished 1hird in 1he s1a1e 111 her frcsh111all season. 
·n1e nest two years. Swicrkos hurled the Lady Bishops to thl' !op of the 
moumain as they clainwd a pair uf state championship,. 

Swierko:,' senior seasori was a hittasweet one. She battkd injuries the 
sccolld half of the sc.isnn. hm siil! mmiaged to earn the mound_ win in the slate opener ·\:\ 
fate would have it, the ailinz Sw1l'rkos was unable IO rnke the cirdc in the remaimler of the 
douhk·cllmina!ion toumaml'.nt and the Lady Bishops did not win agaln 

She fo11shctl her rcmmlable car,;er with an ,;;e-poppmg C,J-6 n:nml. Of those wins. eight 
cmne via the no·hit!er variety_ 

She was accorded firs1 •team alt-state am! aH:OVAC ptalldits her final two carnpaig115._ 
Swicrkos was a!so a stellar hoopstcr. She fl111shed her basketbaH career wi1h ] .(){)'} pn1nts, 

in mt era when thert'. was no thrt'.e·poi11t field goal. She a!so established sdmo! career rc'con!s 
in rebi.mndinz and assists and was a firsHeam all-state baske1l1al1 hnnofl:e a, a ,rnior. 

Swicrko> i"l!so ddivered ln quality fashion in the classroom. She gradunied with a J.8.'i 
GP:\ on a .t.O scak. She a!so headlined The !ntc!ligenccr·s All-Ohio Valley Schnlar-:\1h!ck 
honor ml!. 

Paul Hoover (Athlete - 1990s) 
l'a11/ 11110\"f'r (S1cubenville High .Sc!100!. Class nf 1994). Big fkd hilS OlW 

of the richest baseball traditions in the Ohio \'aHey and this former dl-0!1ioa11 
helped to fmm that 1ratlilion during his four )ears. 

Playing for head co,1ch Fm:! !katherington, I loo,er was a three-} car rqrn­
lar forSteuhenvi!!e, hdping to kml ii 10 the state 1011mamem as a sophomore, 
hack to the regional iL> a junior and three OV:\C !itk5. 

:\s a senior. Hoover had his most pmduc1h"e season. Ile b:med .45-1. scor­
ing 3() nm; and driving in J::! more. lie hnd !5 douMes, two tnplcs and a 
home nm. 

Foflowin~ thm season. he was named Divisio11 II Eastern Dis1ric1 l'l:i;er nf 
!he Year. fifSHeam all-0\'AC and firsHcam all.Valley. lie p!a;et! i11 the Ohio /\!i1u110 All-Star 
.Series am! was chosen for 1he Sun Belt Classic in Oklahor11a. 

llnqrer exp!oded onto the prep hasdmll scene in 199::! >\hen he h,1ued J66 with six doabk•s. 
1hrce h\lme mns. a tripk and ::!l RB!. 

As a jm1ior. lloover hancd .270 with 16 rn!ls scored am! 14 RBI. lie had !he <lou!Jfes. a triplt 
and a home nm. 

For his career, he finished wi1h a JW average, 6-1 rnns and (,7 RBL 
l1001·cr was drafted in 1he )l.!ajor 1...eal_!IIC Baseba!! Draft in l9')4 by 1he llow1011 ASlros. but 

ekcied Ill au end Kem Stme University 11 here he earned 1hree tencrs ::s the s1a11i11:; catcher. 
As a Golden F!ash, Hoover p!a;,ed in 158 games, batting .269 wi!h 8(, mns \COret!. 87 RB[, 2.' 

duuh!es. ! 2 home ru11s: and frlUf 1rip!cs. 
!'0!1011-in,-: his junior season.! /o,:11·er was ,Jraftcd in the 2Jrd rt:Hllld by the Tampa Bay !fa; sand 

he clcrted i() sign. Ile phl;et! professionally fmm !997 until 20!0 rmd plaJed in-#) major league 
games, br1ing 250 with e1ghl RBI am! fl\e tlmihlcs. lloover appeared m the big leagues with 
the Rays, Florida )l.lartins. l'hilade!phia Phillies and Boston Red So,. I le wa, the lmUp,'n catcher 
for !he Phillies in 2009 when 1hev won the Wor!d Senes. 

Alonz with his hascbal! exploit's, I !oover was a standout basketball pla:, er for .Stet1henville. I k 
scon:d ! ,186 r,oims, \1-!11ch rnnks sixth all time m Big Red. Ile .iv_er:.iged J(,j points a game in Ins 
career. ! le was an a!!-OVAC and al!- \!alley performer multiple !!mes. 

OVAC,~H~ll'of Fame 
Sponsored Auto Group 

Janis Trupovnieks (Athlete· 19711s) 
Ja11is Tntpol"llirh (C~tliz lli;ih School. CJnss of !1l77). Trnpovnicb was 

big in stature ant.! equal!} as hig (11 a!hle!ic prtltlt1cti01!. The 6-7, 255-pmmder 
was a two-way force on the gridiron 1;hlle also etching Im name amongst 
the elilc wcightrnan m track and field. 

Trupovnieks helped Coach Ron Pobolish·s grid 1cam enjoy great 5\1\:cess. 
starting three years as a IIH)-way tackle. 

The Cardir1als wen! !8• I• l in Trnpovnieks' fiiwl t1,o }ears, losini: to a_nd 
!) 1ng ~L John Central. ·n1e Cmb bagged 1he OVAC 2-:\ ti!k in !us .1u111nr 
campaign, 

lk canwd a plctho1.1 of grid honors. including AP Eastern Dlmkt 
Lineman nf 1he Year as a senior en route to rarnering al!-Ohio an<l aH-OV,\C plaudits. lie 
rcrnnkd 67 tackles. Jl a.,,i.'>1.'\ ;uni coven:tl tw(~· fumh!eS a, a \enior. 

Trnpovnieks was also an accomplished kicl_er, making 42 comecuti\'e !',\TS over a (1'.o-year 
span. lie also honied four fidd goals as a semor. 

Tmpovnieks used his lanky frame 10 the t!!most ability in trnck. The -:'11-Val!cj 
captured Cadiz I ligh 's first-c\'er slate track 1it!e by winning the .class, A,\ dm:us crn11 n 
prodigious 10~5 of i(,5-J. :\1 Iha! lime ii was the !!md best toss m Ohio Valley annal;;. 

As rnh•.ht he e~pected. Trnpo\'nicks was an i11side force in hoops. ·n1e 1hrei:-year n.:gufar 
was ;1 n;sHeam All-Valley SmaU School selection and Al!-OVAC honoree a, a senior after 
awmgi11~ 17 points per contest. 

Trnpm-nieks 1rns a nationally recruited fl){J1ba!l recruit, aml be opted for the 
Tcnncswe lie was a iwo-,car lcttcm1an for 1he Vol;;. srnrtinrt as a senior on an 8·..J karn 
dcfea!e~l \\·isconsin 28-::!i'in the GanleH State Bowl. ' 

Jamie Taylor (Athlete - 1980s) 
Jamie foy/or{Edison South l!igh SdmoLClass of 1989}. Ta1!or p!a)ed 

his firs! thrt'.e pn:r,; ears at Jcffer,011 Unio11 before consofafa1!on changed !he 
landscape tn Edison .South. 

lk was a baseball and baskc!ball slandont. earning a!l-OVAC honors 
in hmh spom. 011 the diamond, ho11ever. Taylor was nothing short of 
sensational_ 

As a wnfor.he wns 1hc OVAC"l'layer of the Yenr'' lo go with his :\l!·Ohio 
hrnmrs. ·11ia1 campaig11 saw Taylor slam !O home rnns, driving in .B nms to 
GO with a mlrn11 .540 hafting average 

lie was no slouch on the momnl. either, rt'cording a .'i-2 n:rnnl with 47 K~ 
all(l a 2,J ! ERA l11 his fin:it campalgn. 

T;iylor"s j(mior s.easnn w;hjust a> pmdunivc. baUi11g _575 with !O homn-; ~m!-16 RB!. He 
was also 7-4 nn 1hc hill, n:con!ing 84 strikeo11ts in 47 innings of work. 

lie emlcd his Edison baseball career by establishing a new Ohio Val!cy ,1andanl wirh 3::! 
homt' rnns. 

·r;.;, 1or"s a1hletic exp!nits wcrl.' at most as prn<lucth e the hanhqxiJ. The 6-2 guard ended 
his E<lbon South days with ! .439 po1rns. !le averaged ppg as a senior. 

Tavlor"s s1c!!ar hascball drew :he mtcmion of Di\'ision I college rnachcs from 
rrn!i,in. !le opted to 'ili>)- dose to home. signing: wi1h The Ohio State Uniwrslty am! he 
a sparkling ihn:e-ycar <;tay with !he Bt:d.e.)CS beforl.' heading off to the pm>. 

As u freshman, Taylor led OSU wi1h sewn home mns and was named to 1he Big Tm :\ll­
Toumament Team as the Bt1dcyes daimcd 1hc co:1fere11ce crown antl placed tliml in the 
,\lidwcst Regional. 

:\s a juni()r, he was wbhcd firs1-1eam all-Big Ten as a 1hird baseman. h was a cmnp:1ign in 
which he I.JJ!led .382 with J(i walks. 

Such sm:cess resu!tetl in Tit} [or being chosen by the• Cleveland Indians in the fifth round of 
th<: !99::': .\!LB Draft. He p!aJt•d scven se.isons in !he min\lrs. topping 01!! in Class :\AA in !998 
before retiring. lie b3aed .7..75 in (,90 minor league pmcs. 

Mike McLeod (Athlete· 19911s) 
,\fik(' JfcLnid (\\'hcdimz Park lliEh Schoo!. Class of 1992). 'l11crc's not :i 

sport you can narne that rfiis former- Patriot wouldn ·1 have shined in had he 
optet! to play . 

In the thrl.'e h<: did pl~y foo1b~!L basketball and baseball - he made a 
Jas!ir1g impression on !'ark and Ohio \'alley history: 

Fomb,1!! 1s \',here 1\kl.cod probably mad~ his h1ggest impac!. playing <Jllar­
tcrback and linebacker. lie helped guide the Pmrims to the Cl~ss AAA ~tale 
charnplonship game in 199! \\here they feH to Capi1al, 15-!4. in memme. 
Defensively, 1\ kLcod 11·as one of the Patriots' feadil1g !adders ti:.ir (hrcc 1xmscrn­
the seasons. :\s a senior. he recorded 49 tackles, 1wo sacks and renwercd two 
fombks. From his quarterback spot. Mcl...eod !brew ! I tmicbd_nwns. l_lc s!m.:d 1he offcnsi1e spm• 
light. that season. wHh evcmua! Kennedy ,\ward wmner. Boogie Johnson. who rnn for ::!.00) yank 

!l-kLeo(rs season didn·r 1m mu1oticc·1L lie 11·ns first-team aH·st.lte. alJ-OVAC and all-\'alley and 
a!1ractcd 1he eyes of colk;;.i: n.·nuiters. I le had scholarships offers frnm 1h..: likes of \\"eot Virginia, 
Indiana, Marshall and milers. 

I !owe.er. ~lcL(X)(fS ultimate passion !kd wi!h basd1.,1II ,1hcfl: he was a two•: car standout as an 
mnfiddcr. llc baned .49() as a sernor, 1,hich was the second best in the Ohm Valley, regardless of 
dass. lie hJd ,Q hi!s. sewn doubles. a triple an(! 1hrce Imme runs. I le drm,: in 20 and snm:d 28 mns. 
,\gain. he was recognin•d as first -team all-sime i11 Class A,\A. aH-(~V,\C and aH-VaHey. . 

On the basketbaH crnm, ,\kl.eod was a po1m-guard for 1he Pamo1s for tlm.:e :,car,, lwlpmg 10 
lead them to the state 1m1mament twice. I [ic finisl\ed his career 11 ith I ,2JO poi ms and :i,crnged 2 ! ,7 
poin1s and f ! rchounds per gJme ~s a se11ior. ;llcLcod was a firsHeam all·s!alc ~Jcnion ant.I 11·,:s 
also first- team all-OVAC (three times) and all-Valley (!w1cel. 

Despite the college fno1b:11! nffers. McLeod opted for baschaH right ma of high school. c\hhm1gh that 
didn't p:m ou1 amt lw ewmua!ly emul!cd ~t Youngsmwn Stat_e and joined !he foo:b,a!I team. ! le wns a 
member of the l'enguirb' Divismn !-AA nntiona! champ101ish1p squad i11 19'}..\. pla:, mg for Jim Tressel. 

A mernlX'.r of rhe W!1ce!ing Park Sports lfa!I of Fame. he 1s cumntly !he l'a1not,· h1::ttl b;L<;dml! 
coach. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Brittany Hocker (,\lhlele - 2000s) 

1Jri1tm1y H1ickcr (Bri<lgepon High School. Class of 200-0 llic 
flri<lgq10rt flulkt. as she was nidnarnc<l during her prep track and field 
<lays, set the stand.ml for frrtL1te spriming in the Ohio Valky and th!.' 
>late of Ohin. 

llod,er hllm onto the scene in 2001 v.hen she \\Oil the 200·mctcr das.h 
at Da:,10n·s Wclco1rn: Stadium as a freshman. Ea,licr m 1ha1 sl.3.ce meet, 
she fimshcd second irl till' IOO·mctc-r <lash. 

·n1a1 100-mclcr ran· pru.ed to he the final lime she !n>t in tha_t l"\'CHI 
for the n-ma1n<ler of her prep career. llod.er \ '.lS undefracc<l ;\11nng hn 
sophomore ,junior and stnior seasoflS in the short sprint. Prim to the slate 
finaL she' had bt·cn untikmlshe<l a, a freshman. too. 

.,\s n sophomore, !locker notched her first state champio11ship in 1he 100-metl'rs, htll 
setlkd for sernnd in lhe '.'.00 

!Incl.er was a fo11r-time OVA(' C'la,s l,\ 100-meier dash champion and three-time Class 
IA '.'.00-metcr champion. Timllgh she ncH'r ran 1h<.> r.m.: in the pos1scason. Hocker was a 
thn'e-timc OVAC Cbss I,\ 400•meter champion. 

,\s a prep sprin1c_r,_ llod .. cr·s rersonal hest irl the 100 was 11 JI I secofl<ls. Thal slood as a 
state reconl in Div1s1on Ill until '.'.Oil lier mart. ,1h1ch was ~t t.lunng her senior season. 
still stamls as a st.ate meet record. 

lkr '.'.00 personal bc,i time of '.'.--1..:!2 i> al,o a >tall" m~t record. She sci tl1at in '.'.0iJ.l 11hcn 
she compklcd her second consecutive spririt sweep 

After high school. llnckcr op!ctl to conlirrne her track and field caret>r ac !he University 
of Akron 1\hc'n; she put forth a11 lmpn:-s,;h·c carC'er. earning all-~lid American C1rnfrrence 
honors. She was lhc r.1AC Indoor and Outdoor conference champion in the '.'.00 in 2008. 
SIie set the Akron 1chool record indoor for che 400 and placed in both !he 100 and .J.D() in 
2005 as a true fTl'shman. As a collegiate runner. llocler focused more on the .uJ() and set 
the Akron Tl'cor<l for hoth indoor anti ouldt){)r rnmpe1icion wi1h limes of 54-19 (indoon and 
5--1.22 lout(!oor). 

Alon):' with tratl ant.I field, llo..::1..er also i:amtd leuers during her high school career in 
baskc1tiall. 

Ted Talkington (Athlete - 21Kls) 

Ted 1illkingwn (Magnolia High School. Clas~ of 200-II. This lllu!': Eagle 
pnxluct could simply score the basl..etl:rall during his pTl'p care-er. 

Magnolia\ all-time scoring ka<lcr finished his career 11ith 21):1.---1 point>, 
,1hich was more than (;{XJ poin\5 heuer than his ntare5I competitor. As a senior, 
Talllngwn ~ored at a}! poims per game dir. 1,hich follmll-<l up a junior 
season in which 1-te pt}UITd 111 '.'.'lj roints a con1est. 

Di1ring rhc :'.OOJ-0---1 campaiQn, Talling1on c~1atilish~ his career-high poim 
total wiih---15 ,\s a senior, he s:TIOt R'.'. pen:em from the f01il Jill\" anti connL-cte-d 
cm 6---11hn-c•JX1in1ers. 

Talking1011 ·s gam(.· 1qsn 't limited 10 scoring. h(me,er. Ile also a1cr.1gcd 5 ,8 
assim. 55 rebounds afl<l '.'..7 steal, . 

:\long wi1h leading 1he state in scoring 11\ice. including 1he 2002--03 season, hi' hdpt:d guu.le 
the Blue Eagles to the Class AA state champiomhip. By doing 1hac, he becam.· just one of fi•e 
:-.lountain St.ace pm<lun_s lo accornpfoh the frat.joinmg the likes of Jmy West. OJ, Ma:i o, I il"thie 
Brooks :md Bill Maplus 

Tall:ing1on·s aforememionc-<l car«-r•pt)int total ranks lhth in \\bl Virginia histor:, 
lie was a first•team all-stale selection as bolh a junior and senior and cnp1ain(.'(l lhe te.im both 

seasons. lie was a second-le.am ull-otate pie!.. after his senior scasoo. lie 1~as also an all-OVAC 
ant.I all-Valley performer. captaining the all-Valley 1c;,m twice. 

lie a!,o ~ured :!0 points m hdpmg \\'cS-1 Virgmia rally for a 92-82 viclory in rhe Samlle:I A. 
Mumky OVAC AU-Star Game. 

After high school, Talkington tumcd do1H1 ,evcral colkgjalc- offers to accep1 an academic 
~hoforship and walk-on spot al West \Jrginia l!ni1 ersity. Ile p!a:,ed in .16 games during hi, carccr 
with the ~lount.iinccrs and letteft'd 1wicc. lie was a m~mbcr of \\'Vi l's National ln•ita1ional 
Toumamcm d1ampionship team in '.'.OCH 

I le opted not to play blli~thall during his fin.al season of eligibility, e-lccting w enroll in ml-die-al 
school after gradtJ.ating wich a <kg= in ch~mistry with a ---1.0 grade poim average, 

Along wiih his basketball prowess, Talkington was a standout for 1he Blue- EaglL-s' football 
team. I le was twice named all-OY,\C - a firsH~am selection as a junior un.c.l honorable mention 
pic-k as a senior. 



LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the cmiference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only threel3-letter winners in football, basketball, baseball and track at Whcding High, he was ;mall-state football end and scored 54 (Xlints in a basketball game 

as a fn..--shman. He became a three-spon, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College bt!furc returning lo the Ohio Valley to cam his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Bcnwoo<l Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 10 a combined 405-193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356--138 with five state titles in SC\'CO trips to lhc finals. The 1938 and 1950 tenms were unbca1en. O!her state titles were won in J!B6, 19-tO 
and 1943. llie '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined n.-conJ of 87-32-15 including 40-9--t at I.Inion. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in I.he pre-official state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. l11e '34 team was 
unbeaten hut twice tied. 

He also was a top-night football official for several years and active in stale coaches and oflicials' organizations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Virginia Sport~, Upper Ohio Valley Dap~r Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Cla.ss of 1952) 
A record-selling basketball scoring machine in high school and college who auractcd national al\ention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and 

major newspapers. Two books: were written on his career. 
The 6-9. 190-pounder played only one season at Wclls\·ilk High after siuing out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 poims in 25 games 

with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57. 54 and 50 poinL<;. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 reconl state runner-up 
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of ilS three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver lo Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scon.'tl 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 poinls and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in tl-ladison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Famcrs left school to join the BoslOn Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Glohctro1ters. He also played in the Eas1em and ABL pm leagues ~fore 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou ·The Toe' Groza (Martins Feny High School. Cla.ss of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a rccord-~tting professional football placdickcr. but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a thrce~sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the state tournament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Ritkr 

team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He aJso was a rnckle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship after a 14-14 tic with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Gr07.a, by the \vay, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services \\·hich preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer wilh only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yartls. He had 

conversion su-cak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Groza Award is given annually to college foothall's top placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro now! offensive tack.Jc, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro FCH.ltball and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fa.mer had his jersey No. 76 retin.'<l by the Bmwns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Tomnto High School, Class of 1926J 
This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Foot hall Stadium behind 1he school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 195-rxmnd a1.hlcte also left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964. in the second class of the Pm Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the t fpper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he It'd lhe East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbea1cn season in 1931. He then played in the East-\\'est Game 
where he was selt'cte<l lhe ~fost Out~tanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most \'ersatilc players In the National Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and 
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the Nrl_ All-lime Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on \,I 71 carries) in NFL history and his totaJs now rank sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
and averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
ll1is two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree i3evo Francis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 m:ord and Ohio Class A nmner-up finish. En mute, Big Red handl.'i.l the Francis-led Wellsville 

team ilS only two losses. 
In football. the All-Ohio lineman sck-cted !he Universitv of Iowa over Ohio Stntc and went on to All-Bi,.r Ten Conference honors 1hn.'C times, He made 22 Alk.\merica 

teams at guanl. including a record 15 in 1954. As !eam Captain, he earned 1he Outli:md Trophy given to lhe nation·s top interior lineman and hl:camc one of only lwo 
consensus All-America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense and defense_ 

A member of the College Foothall and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the firsl Iowa Hall of Fame clnss and is a member of the 
All~Time Hawkeye team. Hisjcrsc-y No. 62 1.\aS retired by kma. one of only 11\0 ;it the school. 

He was the first Afrk-an-Ami:rican athleh: pictured on thi: cover of Sports Illustrated. 

90 



Bernie 
Allen 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Russ 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bernie Allen (fast Liverpool High School, Class of 1957) 
A 10-!cttcr winner in t!m.>c sports for the l'otlcr.;, he was a quarterback-placekickcr for lhc 8-2 rcconJ 1956 foolhall team: a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unhcruen Stcutx:-nvilk in the scc1ional tnumarncnt; and an all-srn!e baseball infielder. He pla)cd in !he Ohio All-Siar Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio foothall 
team in annual Ohio-\\'esl Vi!]inia All-Star Game. 

At Punluc llnin:rsity, he earned six letters a<; football quancrhack and haschall shonstop and was team MVP In both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned Nalional Football Back of Weck honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio Slate. He was Purdue's Ou!standing 

Senior Athklc for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro haseball contract in 1961 with the Minneso1a Twins. Aner spending one year in the- minor leagues at Charlnue, N.C., he- went on tn a 12-)·ear major 

league career from I %2-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees ,md fi.fontreal E:,;pos. In 1962, he was runner-up to tl1c Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted .269 with 12 home runs in I 962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame game in Coopcrs1own, N.Y. 

He's been inducted imo four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdui: Hall and was a chaner inductee into the Ea.st Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He"s aim in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holl7 Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport perfomler in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior football hack. 
Craft played fno!hall, basehall and ran track at 1he University of Alaban1.1. where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern 

Conference. honors. 
Dr.ifted in 19-13 by tht• Philadelphia Eagles of The Nmional Foot hall League, he played eight seasons ( 1946-53) as a dcfcnsiH: back-kick returner and was selected lo the 

All-Time Eagles· Tc.am. He playctl nn Eagles· temns which won NFL titles in 19-18 and 19-19 and finished second in I 9-17. He was narne<l to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for 1he cum:nt NJ-,L record of four pass inlerceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He. also blocked three PitL,hurgh Steeler extra-point kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Craft is crcditcd a~ the 11rst player in the NFL to wear lhc new hard plastic helmet in 19:-01. He cn,kd his NFL career in two sca,onc; a~ a p!ayer•assistanl coach with the 
Steelers. In I 995, he was included i11 the NFL Films' presentation of the JOO Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History, It featured his U:!fetL'iive theft. and 20-yan..1 TD return. 
of a pass reception taught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylcgs) Hirsch of the RanlS. 

Craft is inducted in10 the W. Va. Spons Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley. he was a three-span standout at Linsly and Oethany College. An :\11· Valley football player, he also scored 

an unheani·-of :no points in 21 ha._,;kc1hall games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump. !ow-scoring era. 
Fmm 1929-51, he was the three-sport cmch at Weir High. His football teams scheduled tor-notch programs from three states and went 166--35-13 including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unOCaten teams and four with only one loss. Thrc.c state titles were claimed in 1935, 19-12 and 1949 when !he Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playorftitlc and the school narrowly mis,.cd a state title lrifccla. Later that school year, he toathcd the 1950 hascball team 
to its se;;ond state one·do..ss et1l\Wl (tht• other was in 19-15). The 1949-50 haskethall team lost a 38-37 regional tille gam-.• to unbea1en Whee-ling High, which went on to 
win the championship, He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the I'car·• for high school and college all sports, 

In haske1ball, he guide<l Wc.ir ton 370-127 record und six stale tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been induclcd into C,C\'eral halts of fame, including W. Va. Sports, lfppcrOhio Valley Dapper Dan. Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. llte annual Dapper Dan coaching awan..l is named for him and he \\a5 one of three prominent Wc-inon community leaders pictured on a 
dowmown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Me hen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete tn he selected first learn all-srnic haskcthall three- straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state tllles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

rcconl in 1938, 
During those lhn.'t! years 1hat he was lhc leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65--1 under Hall of Fame coach EYercu Brinkman. !'1-khcn scored 1,193 poinls in 8-1 career 

games with many coming during t.hc center jump, low s.cnring era. 
He late reamed All-America and AII-Southeas1em Conference rccogni1ion at the Ltni\'ersity ofTennesscc, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference 

championship, After ~rving in \Vortd \Var II, where he l\a5 wounded. he playl.-d profcssinnal!y with the Youngstown Bears and TOiedo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the Ci1y of \Vhccling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School,Class of 1935) 
He was an nlhtatc haskethall guard in high school where he led 1he Triads to a 20-1 recon..l in 193-1 He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state !rack 

meet where lte won three gold medals. He limed 10.2 for JOO yards, 21.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was one of the first guan..ls !o run thc fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson ond earned Liule All-America honors 

while !",Ctling a ~chool :,easun scoring rcrnn..l with 530 points. He helped the Hcn..l to two Oude)C Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall ha.~kethall team to two 
/I.lid America Conference titles. 

He played professionally with !he Toledo Jeeps and was player--coad1 of the Wheeling Blues fmm 1950-52, 
In 1947, he wos the Most Valuahlc Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation's bcsl pm teams induding the Harlem Glohctruuer... 
He was a J 9&) chancr inductee into the C'ily of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other halls of fame. including W. Va. Sports, 1'1.larshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached ill the Ohio \!alley 
prior lo the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date bUI before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a first team AII-W.Ya. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the lronmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 13-1. 
At West Virginin University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Moumnineers were seed­
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 51-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, nnd Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. TI1e team's only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select­
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-10 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services. Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 gnmes. 

A member uf the All-Time WVU era team, he wa..., inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak(Bellaire High School, Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 21 games in his Big Reds' cnreer and earned All-Eastern Ohio nnd All-Vnlley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and w:Ls selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a IO-fool pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hull in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School. Class of 1952) 
A IO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob Mc Farren. Wintersville, however.didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. 
As_ a sophomore OU nmning back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

servJCe. 
After returning, he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

120-yard dash record of '.W.8 seconds for one day. The {\VO-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference JOO-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records. 

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and \VOil a silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berntti of ltuly, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Camey's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 10.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pitlsburgh. He played for 

Conch Everelt Brinkman at Union and helped the lronmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1918. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 nfler coming back from nn injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
1l1e 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed nntional champions. The three-year lcllerman played on Panther teams with a combined 14-3-1 record. 

He also played in the Ea,;;t-West Shrine Game nlong with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michignn•s Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartv,.,ig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School. Class of 1931) 
He earned IO letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and wa,;; an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football tenm to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the countv basketball tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-poumJer became a three-year starter at Stanford University :'ind played on the famed 

"Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern California during their career. 1\-foscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat­
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-t-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three slraight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
a two-way end and placekider, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win mer S~'IU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in 1he first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Slanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Lege11ds of OVAC member schools ho11ors those great athletes who played or coached i11 the Ohio VaUey 
prior to the fonnation of the confere11ce in 1943 or who plnyed or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the co11fere11ce. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverp,x,\ High School. Class of 1953). 
He was a two-,vay line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potier football teum regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard wns named to five All-Ohio first team selections. and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
1l1e Potters defeate<l Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Ruyen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky, 13-13, 
OpJX!sing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson. a future star al Purdue University and 

the Kansas Ci1y Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all senson. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame. Bell also was a member of the winning North 1eam in the mmual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bri<lgeport High School. Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulking standout who signed a pro baseball contmct before his senior high school se<L~on. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio stale basketball tournament in !he largest Class A <livision. 
The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournamem before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar­
terfinals_ 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmunds.on in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer, Bet\veen his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with 1he Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

Af1er graduatinn. he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Cla)s D Penn State League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fargo, N.D,. and Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Car<linals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

Georf,!e 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Cl:css of 1933). 
A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school an<l Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 recor<l. unscored-upon Big Ret..l team of 1930 and a progmm which reeled off an OV record 17 strnight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he mshed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 point"> in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totnls of 541 points and 5,614 mshing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way foolball player amJ kicker, he also excelled in truck, baseball and ba'iketball an<l some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He playe<l one college sea.'-ion for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947_.8 for the Sleubenville semi-pro team. He's inducte<l into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (\Vellsbnrg High School. Class of 1937). 
He \Vas a senior stm1dout on the 1937 Orange team \vhich won it'i first. and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular ~ason record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 sea,;on, under coach Recd Clurk, in the regional finals with a loss 10 Benwoo<l Union. 
He enrolle<l at Al<lerson-Broaddus College. where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1596 points set by national Hall of Fa mer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring I ,941 points in four seasons. Griffith le<l the nation in scoring his 
last 1wo seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.Q) and became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941. the small college All-American became the first stale basketball player lo be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alder,;on-BrnadJus Hall of Famer who is featured on the wnlls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference temn. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 19-l2 with the pro Akron Goodyears. 

Ji111 Keane (Linsly rvlilitary Institute. Cluss of 1941 ). 
1l1e Bellaire native was a six-sport Cadet lettem1an in football, basketball, trnck, golf, 1ennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in foolball and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finishe<l his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafled in 1he 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and playe<l seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie sea~on. the Bears defeate<l lhe New York Ginnts, 24---14 in the NFL champi­
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns In 12 games. 
His seven-yem, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yar<ls and 24 touchdowns. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that dnte but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio Stale University. 
As a senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history. before bowing. 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
The 6-fuot- I, 190-pound Kinkade \Vas selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point uvemge. Toronto averaged 53 pninL<; 

a game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pu., Kinkade scored a school record 52 poims on 13 goals and si_,; free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and t,vo-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942. but opted not to play pro footba!L 

Fred Negus (Manins Ferry H;gh School, Class of 1940) 
He wa.~ a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a.junior center and senior full­

back while serving as team captain in two sports, 
After a yenr in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on nn 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the r-.-·1arine Corp Reserve. he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track.After a year in the nctive U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference .inti the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 1005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Charlev Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He wa.~ a three-sport standout in football. basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valley in footbalL As a senior, he led the lronmen to a school-best 23-1 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run, the lronmen ended a 33-g::nne winning streak of <lefending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback rmd linebacker, he also butted .300 a~ a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team ( 19-10--49) and was a 1004 inductee into the WYU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Virginin Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the US Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-<lefensive players in the NFL as blocking bad,-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8--4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in 1eam history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He wa.~ a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teilms had records of 9-1, 8-1 and 9-L 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pitlsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Phlladelphla before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career a'> supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 20Q..l.. 

Moffat Storer(The Linsly School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football. basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record In the 100-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 und 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 

1939 lnlelligencerTri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the nrea nt the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yanls which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 19T2. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 19➔2 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham, N.C .. the only lime nuL~ide Pasadena, Calif .. bccnuse of\Vorld War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team nnd 
led the sprint relay unit lo a victory in the prestigiou.~ Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the armed forces. 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for se\'eral years, and i~ deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those grea/ athletes who played or coached ill the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Floyd Baker - The graduah! of Wittenberg University ten his boys' bnsketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put BridgcJXlrt High on the mundhall map during a golden era from 1934-t0 when the Bulldogs had lhrce straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 17-4 and 23-J. 

all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio stale tournament hc-rths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in I 4J6 an<l 
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Raker then moYed mer to rival ~·fortins Ferry, where he enjoyed e\'en more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted hy the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He stnrted the Purple Riders' golden cm in haskctball, which lasted from 1939~54 and included 12 sectional titles. six by Haker-coached tcnms. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9, That included the 29-2 record tille team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Grom. and followed by records of 22-3, 24- L 25-1 and 21-2. A .33-game winning streak ended in 1942. 'Ilic l94-4 team (26-1 ), led hy Hall of 
Famcr Alex Groza, won the firsl OV,\C Class AA tillc, His seven-year Ferry record wa.~ 159-21. 

Baker's 14-ycar Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio slate tournament berths and !he 19..\ I Ohio largest Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind, 

Car[ H Oppel (Heaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family knmvn 
lhroughout Ohio, he bccnme the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed tukedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could have been n four-time state champion_ He went on to win Ohio titles :is 
njunior and senior to become a three-lime champion. 

Hoppel, who also plnycd football at Reaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi­
onships. He was honored al the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 "Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 strnight years. from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio Strite Tournament and had 12 state placers including si.\ champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. 1l1c four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman. was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises. Hoppel Block and Brick and co-ownl'r of West Point Electric, 

Dick M e/ien (Wheeling High School, Class of 19"10). He and older brother 81.'mic Mchcn. who wns honored as an OVAC Legend in 200fi, became 
the first lwo West Virginia ha.~kcthall players to cam all-class. first team a\l·sta\c basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-stale 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats wen! 23-1 and won the second state title in thn.-c years and also claimed the OVAA championship, The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a stale litle for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC 
Legends chnrter selection. ·n1e \Vil<lcats went 64-3 in lhe three years that Dick Mehen wa~ a starter, 

As a senior. Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and prolrnbly lhe stale of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than I ,JOO 
points, a high torn] for that cr.i. 

Dick joine<l Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team Atl-Southeastem Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played fin: years of pro hasketball in the pre-NBA era. including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School. Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red lcllcnnan in football, basketball, baseball and track. he was the 
"T" quarterback on the 19..10 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, unllcd and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC' Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also !I fine golfer, placing s<.'cond in the Ohio state toumamenL 
Al West Virginia State, Robinson captained three \cams in three sports. won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams ,von 85 percent of their games white producing numerous college and pro athlcles 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became lhe rirsf black to become head baskethall coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. Atkr five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including \V. Va. State, Illinois Stale, t-.lichigari Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died. at 

age. 96. in 2008. 

Jack SitllOllS (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. In 1919. 
he scored 38 louchdowns and 60 extra points for a record :!88 points. He was a four-year. four-sport (football, basketball, basc\rnll. track) perfonncr al the school 
which was merged. along with Chestl'r and Newell. inlo the current Oak Glen High SchooL He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, lo cam first 
team all-state foolball honors, 

At \Vest Virginia University, he was a four-year starter ( 1920-23) at hallback and fullback as wc.11 as linebnckcr. He started on lhe 10-0-1 record 1922 tcnm, 
lhe only unbeaten team in school history. He was cnplain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 oll-limt: \VVU decade team. 

In 1924. he srx•nt one year as player-coach of lhe professional Stcuhenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program :it old St. 
Francis High SclHx)I in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted inlo the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W. 
Va, State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96. in 1997 in tl.forgantown, where he operated an insurance agericy. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coaclwd after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance nmning scene while setting 
school 1,600- and 3,200-mctcr school records which remain on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-mctcr runner in Ohio historv (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed scCond in the state meet 2-milc run. 

As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio lwo-milc record. He earned All-America status by placing 
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge. La. 

Recruited by rhe University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and !he 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles "Punque" Cartledf{e (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). TI1e firsl area inductee into 1he Ohio Foothall Coaches Hall of 
Fame and lhe initiafhonoree in the Opper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red foolhall on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-year 
record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His teams oUlscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed !vfossillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included lop team from around Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio stale champions five limes (1925, 1926. 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouls. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached lhe tennis team. 
A~ a hifh school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball reams and wa.i, a football quarterhack. He died in 1978. 
Jun Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pmmd basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All-State team after leading Chesler lo a 20-4 record. T\1,'0 of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state 
champion Wheeling High. 

In live years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship leams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program al t-.fount St Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the leadin)¾ scorer in the t-,.,Ja.a;on-Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University ot North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two 
seasons with lhe Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All­
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with lwo season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led bv fellow OVAC Hall of Farner and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later 
selected lo the All-Time Ohio Valfey Pre-1950 leam by The Intelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 ycnrs. 
Casimir i\lysli11ski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red team, the Imai one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre-World War [I class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he gradunted in three years with a B.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Am1y team and earned the 1-fosl Valuable Player award while hclng named to every first team All-America selec­

tion as a 6-fool, 195-pound center. He also recei\'ed the Knute Rockne Award as the nation's outstnnding lineman in 1943. 
After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Poinl in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became head of the 

Phvsical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director al the University of Pi1tshurgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Norman "lVi/d Nian" Willey (Pinc Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is !he Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man 

football teams at the smaller enrollment schools. 
The 6-fool-2, 22.1-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tomados. 
After ~1igh school, he enrolled for one year in lhe U.S. Navy and brielly attended Salem College before enrolling al Marshall College, where he 

played football and hnskethall. 
A fullhnck-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round hv the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, \Vhere he played eight seasons from 1950-

57. He \Vas a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member. along \Vith Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited as the reason lhc NFL started charting defensi\'e sacks after it was reported he ,vas unofficially crcJited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly 011 Oci.16, 1951. He earned lhe nickname "Wild Man" from his pass mshing resulting in opponents' 
yardage losses. 

An induclee inh1 the ~larshall and \Vest Virginia State Srorts Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove \Vith a "Nomian Willey Day·• on Sept. 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Horne of Wild ~Ian Willey' were erected at the enlrance to (he town as well as at Valley High School. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio \!alley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference, 

Tony Carna (CaJdwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the stru 
of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th 
Redskins stnrted n record run of eight straight stnte team titles, with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Carna as an All-American selection. 

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters us a junior and 3,200-meters as 
senior. His personal best times were 4: 18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 ut 3,200; and 15: 12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group nt The Athletics Congress (fAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Cama earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten an1 

All-America honoree. He Jed the Wolverines to sL~th place in the 1991 NCAA Division I Nutionul Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i1 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jer..ey. 

Ji1n GeoTJze (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tack.le-end who was selected to th 
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B tenrn in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honomble mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-~ame win streak with a 22-1-1 record from I947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before pinyin; 
their reguhrr varsity schedule. He ulso started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Vrrginia All-Star Game. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school history - and the Jefferson County 1i1le. 
He accepted a foo1ball scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year lettern1an and regular for the Omngemen. He became the on!: 

Smithfield pn:xl.uct drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force. 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in I 955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points - second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norn1 after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 pomts against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A t\\'o-tirnc All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Oass B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his lust two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six~man football team and baseball team, enrolled al West Vrrginiu SUJ.te before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for t\vo years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorini his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a senior. 

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a junior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-sport, I I-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State \vhere he was a four-year lettern1an and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Ti~er to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 foo1ball team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) m school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strnger, he 
starred in the 27• l 2 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B AJI-State as well as co-captain of the AJl. Valley "Small 
School" tean1. He also started for West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Siar Game. He wns accorded National 
All-American High School Team honors. 

In basketball, he Jed the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mllfk at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes wns selec1ed the state Player of the Year al the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament 
in Sistersville. 

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship. 
Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and Willi a three-year lettennan and two-year regular as a two-way back and 

punter. He Jed The Big Ten in punting as a senior and Willi fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was featured in Sports Illustrated for a major role 
m Purdue's upset of No. I ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled 'The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History." 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) Nonh team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fomwtion of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

John 'Zip' Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The fom1er Bobcat was one of the first 1,000-point scorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops 
history. He finished his four-yc.ir high school career with 1,271 points, which still ranks fifth on the all-lime Bobcal scoring char1S. 

In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bobcats' single-game 
s.chool record and was the standard for Ohio Yallcv schools until Yorkvillc's Ken Alessi, a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record with 70 
points in 19..J.9 \'ersus Shadyside. • 

Behen wound up with ...t54 points as a senior while leading the Bobcats to a second straight 18-2 record. 
As a junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore lO!al for a l(J.10 record team was 302 points. He slarted his career a'i a freshman with 129 poinls for a 16-2 

record squad. During his four-year career, lhe Bobcals pos1ed a combined 6:2-16 record. 
Behen played one season at West Virginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game avcr.:ige. 
In 2007, Camhridge High School retired Bchen's jcr..ey number 18. 

Kell Ctlllllillf!/llllll (East Liverpool High School. Class of 196 I). A three-sport Potter a1hle1c, he earned All-Ohio honors in basketball and fool ball and 
was the Ohio High ~chool Ba.'iketball Player or the Year selection for 1960-61 by l11e Associated Press, !he only Poller ever accorded the honor. He also wa.'i 
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American team. 

During his prep career, Cunningham became the PoHcrs' all-time leading scorer in ba'iketball, including a school-record 41 points in a game while scoring ...t39 
season points for ;i 2--1-point per game average. He also led the Pouers in 5coring as a sophomore and junior. 

In football, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Most Valuable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on lhc All-Easlem 
Ohio and All-County selections. He also played three ba.,eball seasons for the Poners. 

He acccp!ed a basketball scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1962 when he was a 
freshman. As a snphomore on the varsity, Cincinnali went 26-::! and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago. 

Cunningham led !he Bean:ats in a.ssists as a junior and lhc tlm:c-year lcllcnnan wa." clecled team captain as a senior. 
He laler returned to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach al Akron Uni\"ersity for three. seasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently 

resides in Stow, Ohio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Martins Feny High School. Class of 19:23). He was an honored, record-setting Purple Rider a1hlete who ser\'cd a.'i team 
captain of football. basketball and baseball as a senior. He wa.s an All-Valley hallback as a senior after lwo years as an All-Valley end. In his. senior season, he 
sci reconJ which wa.s listed as an Ohio Ynlley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blnnking 
of Coshocton. 

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a "major college" football power under coach John HClsman, for whom lhe Heisman Trophy is 
named. He played his final three years a.s a regular end for coaches Allie ~liller and Andy Kerr. As a senior. he was All-Easl and earned some second team All­
America honors. 

After rejecting an offer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, ht: returned lo the Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena. \Varwuod and 
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 foo1ball team went I 0-0. the girls' haskclhall !cam was 18-0 and lhe hoys' hoop team had a winning season. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) r-.foscrip. a Stanford Univcrsily All-American who started in lhrce Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys' basketball !eam took a 21-0 
record to Chicago to compcle in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarterfinals. 

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Citizen of !he Year in 
1956. In 1984, he wa.~ Inducted inlo the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). ll1e most honored athlele in Scio High his!ory. he sel school and Harrison County basketball scoring recon..ls 
which remain si.'i. decades later. He was the second Ea~lem Ohio athlete to twice cam first team, fiYc-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was 
one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Farner Ken Alessi orYoffi,·ille). He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored 
744 points in 30 games as a junior, second best in Ohio 10 Alessi. Hugh scored 1.386 points in 55 games for an average of 25 points during his last lwo sea"ons. 

1l1e 6-foot-J forward scorcll a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96-50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlier 96-36 
rout of New Athens. 

In his senior season, he led the Panthers to their hest-ever season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games, and the Harrison County and sectional loumamcnts. before 
bowing to Strasburg in the district. In his four sca.'ions on the varsi1y, Scio went 88-13 wi1h records of 24-1, :!6-4 and a regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3. 

Hugh also played on !he Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten i9-0) in 19--19 and 8-0 in 19-P.111e four-year record was 26---5-1. 
He played freshman basketball at Ohio University. 

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School. Cl;iss or 195--1). The first graduate of a segregated high school to be honored by the OVAC, he was a lhree-season 
football standout for the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member of a nalionally-rnnked !vlichigan Stale University team. 

At Dunbar, the 6--foot- I. 215-pound Jones wa.'i a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served a'i captain of the once-beaten I q53 teams which defeated 
lhe other Ohio Valley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team's leading scorer and ground-gainer his Inst two sea.sons 
and was a multiple-year all-star. 

In an l:!r.:t when many college athletic !cams were segregated, his talents were noliccd hy scou!s from Penn State. Indiana and West Virginia Slate. 1hen a national 
con1ender in the black college rnnks. He enrolled on his own al Michigan Slate and walked on to the football learn. In his four seasons at 1he ~chool. the Spartans 
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-1...t win 0\ t:r UCLA on Jan. I, 1956 with Jones at defensive end. He lenercd two seasons and played guard and 
tackle in the fall of 1956 \\·hen he earned .some all-star rl'Co,mi1ion. 

1l1e Spartans were !) .. J in 1955 and 7-2. in 1956 with JoneS in the lineup. 
Afler collee:e. he remained in l'-.1id1il!an. where he currentlv resides. as a hi h school educ;itor and was a counselor at Henrv Ford Hich School in Dc!roiL 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Porter 1.Hackey (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1936). In the final year of the jump hall-aftcr--evcry-goal era, this Potter shooting whi,. also noted 
·or his passing finesse wa<s listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He tallied .t08 (XlinL<; during a senior season when the Potter.; recorded an 18-3 record. Rules were changed In 1937 lo eliminate the center jump after 
!VCI)' goal and scoring tolals, ho!h for im.Jividuals and teams. generally increased wilh the fa,;;tcr, uninterrupted flay. 

In the era of low scoring games. the four-year Potter pcrfom1cr set a school cnrecr scoring record and rcaclu:~( a game high of 28 points three times dur­
ng: his final sca'ion. 
He was recognized on local all-star teams, but played before the All-Ohio selections were orfo.inated by The Associnlcd Press in 1939. 
Mackey. who was among the charter inductees imo the East Liverpool High School Sports Hall of Fame, is acclaimed by some Poller historians a.s the 

;chool's finest hi!!h school cal!er. He retired to Peona, Ariz., and is deceased. 
Connie Sanford Richiirdso11 (Caldwell Hieh School, Class or 1982). A JO-time, lhrec-spor1 All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree rcgun.Jcd as 

he hes! all-round female athlele in school history, she capped her basketball career hy earning second team UPI All-Ohio Class A honors. 
As a senior. she led the Redskins lo an 18--1- record and avcr.1gcJ 22.7 points and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65t'.J- from the 0oor. As a junior, she had 

10n11s or 25.2 points and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore ;_iver.1ges were 17.6 puinls and 17.3 rebound'i. There was no team her freshman year because or 
~ymnasium constrnction problems. Her career totals were 1,254 points anJ 855 rebounds with lhrec All-PVC sele·ctions plus team MVP honors. 

She also was a four-lime All-PVC pick in sortbnll nnd three limes in rnlleyhall. 
A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, the 5-10 forwan.l led the Ohio Athlc1ic Conference in scoring (20. l) and rebounding ( 14.2) as a senior and 

!amcd first leam Kodak All-America honors. A four-lime lcmn MVP and three-year co-captain, she wns twice AII-OAC. She scored 1,691 career poinls 
,\.-'ilh a school record 1,161 rebounds. 

11.c winningest coach in O11crbcin College history, she just completed her 23rd sea~on with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville. 
Andy 'flmkovich (Bcmvcx.-xl Union High School, Class of 194()). l11e 6-1 forward-guard and leading lromnan scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Alhletic 

c\ssocia1ion (OVAA) honors and was mentioned on the all-class West Virginia all-stale selection before enming college and pmfesslonal fame. The OVAA 
.vas the predecessor to the OVAC. 

After high school, he served in the U.S. Anned Forces before enrolling at rvlarshall in 1944. He played four seasons with !he llmmlering Herd and gradu-
11e<l in 1948 with a school career record or 1.578 points. He was ca plain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 19-l-7 team which won the 
;chuol's only n.itional championship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City. Mo. He earned firsl team Little All-America honors as a junior 
mJ seconJ team <L'> a senior. He ha.<; hccn featured with a full-page fholo in the tvlarshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into 
he Marshall Athletic Hall or Fame. He also is in the NAIA H,& o Fame .. 
He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted o\'erall No. I in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamroller:; selected him 

n 1948. He plaved the 1949 season hcforc returning to the Ohio Valley 10 be a player-coach with the local professional team, the Wheeling Blues, from 
1950-52 in the tri-Slale Pro Ba'iketball Lemme. He lhen served as basketball coach fmm 1952-54 at St. John Central High School in Bellaire and guided 
he Irish to a 16-6 record in his first season. He relocated to Florida where he pnsscd away in 2006. 
John Wood (Magnolia High School, Class of 1932). This triple-threat football player is lhe only Blue Eagle athlete selec1ed as captain of the All-\Vest 

Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 before class selections started in 1948. 1l1is is comparable to the current Kennedy Award gi\'en to the 
;talc Pl aver of the Year. 

He pla}·ed quarterbnck, running hack, defensive hack, drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 5-11, 165-pound lhree-year slandotll. He was shifted from 
111ming back ac; a sophomore anJ junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of !he 
osses was 14-6 to overall slate champion Benwood Union, which selected Wood to its All-Opponent Team. 
Wood also was a lwo-year basketball team caplain and a standout lcnnis player in summer tournaments. 
He acccpled a football scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh, I hen a national power which lost only IO games from 1930~38. He playeJ three seasons. 

nosily al defensive hack, for teams with records ot 8-1. 7-1-2 and 8-1-1. In 1936, Pill upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame. 16-0 as Wood broke the game 
)pen with a long interception return. He also playeJ in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over Wa.'ihing_ton. 21-0. 

After graduation, he turned to college coachmg/1eaching at Harvard and Northcaslem before Joining the Wesleyan Universily slaff in Middletown. Conn. 
Kc was head haskclhall coach from 19-1-7-68 and also coached football and golf. He p;L<;scd away in 1970. 
Bill }'oung (rvlartins Ferry High School. Class of 1943). He ,....-as a three-sport standout in a Golden Era or Purple Rider sports. He was honored on Ferr)' 

cams which won, or shared, two Ohio slate championships in 19-l-l. 
He was the only sophomore starter on the Lou Groza-leJ 1941 basketball leam which capped a 27-2 record by winning the first Ohio basketball team 

itle-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later that year. the junior led Ferrv to a 10-0 regular season football 
--ccord anJ an invitational to play Toledo Libbey for a mythical state tille. l11e teams lied, 14-14. In regular se<L'iun, Ferry outscored 10 foes by 333-19 
ncluding a 54-6 mut of Slcubcnville. 
The rare four-vear Rider football leHennan and lhree-vear ha.-,ketball slarter on teams with records of 27-2, 22-3 and 24-- I, he was leam captain in hoth 

;ports. As a senior on the 24-1 record slate sernifinnlist..:.thc first unbeaten regular season leam in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring 
;ophomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Farner and later college All-America and Olympic star. 

In 1942, Young became the lirst Rider to wear football jersey Nn. 44, a school tradition for several years to the I cam's top player. He also played h<L'>eball. 
After graduation, he entcrcJ U.S. military service hcfore reluming to enroll al West Liberty Slate. He starred on three teams which lost only one game. He 

!amed Lillie All-Americ;_i and Small All-America honors in 19-l-7 when he led the nation in rushing with I ,353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference 
:arecr total olTcnsc record until the 1970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired lo live in Martins Ferry and is Jeceased. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2015 

Cathy 
Clark 

Junior 
Hart 

Brian 
Hesson 

Lou 
Mott 

Jack 
Thayer 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fomzation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

CaJ!ty Clark Borich (Fon F,yc High School, Class of 1986). She is the all-time lead­
ing career scorer at one oflhc area's top roundball programs. 'The four-year pcrfonner 
scored 1,598 points during a consistent carter wi1h 180, 4-1--t, 479 and 495 points in 
each of her seasons. She al,.o chaned 430 career rebounds and 265 career assists. 

After earning All-Ohio Division III mention as a junior, she was 1abbed first team 
All-Ohio as a senior arnJ was District I 2 D-lll Player of the Year. She was a lhree-timc 
All-Piont..'Cr Valley Conference honoree and twice ru-st team All-Eas1crn Disirict and 
District 12. 

Aflcr her senior yc.:u-, she playetl in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game ;md 
!he District 12 All-Star Game. 

The L:idv Cadets were 69-32 in her four sea.~ons with four section titles .ind I\\O 

Pioneer Vailev Conference crowns. 
As good as·she was in high school, she may have heen belier in college. 
At Mariella College, she not only set the sclmol scoring record hut also the all-time 

Ohio A1hlc1ic Conference s1an<l.mJ of 2,311 points. 
1be four-time fir5t learn All-0AC honoree was selected a first team NCAA Division 

Ill All-American as a senior and was 1he OAC Player of the Year her final two sca.',(ms 
while serving as Piorn:er team captain. 

Af1er her scnior~'a.SOn, she was actonfed the OAC's highest honor, the Clyde Lamb 
Scholarship, and the ivlaricua College Hetty Cleland Aw.mJ. 

She currently holds six l-.farieHa College records. Besides the career point mark, she 
set standards for game scoring (➔2), SC-.Nln scoring (636). caret"r go.ils {9:14), career 
goal auempts ( 1.918), free throws made in a game ( 18), ~a<;0n assists (209) and career 
assists (50 I). 

She has hcen in<luctc:d into three Hall~ of Fame - tlarietla College, Mid-Ohio 
Valley Sports and the District 12 Baskethall Coaches Hall. 

Hutchinson (11111ior) Hart (Irondale High School, Cla.~s of 19-1--1). TilC 5-foot-8, 
16()...pounder was a lwo-sport prep standollt in ha.~kelhall and football for 1his tiny 
school in northern Jefferson County. 

As a senior. he earned first 1ean1, five-player All-Ohio Class B honors in haskethall 
when onlv two classes (Class A & B) were selected. TilC Class A first uni! included 
0VAC Hiill of Famer Alex Grow of Martins Ferry. 

Hart scon.-d 3.50 )XlinL5 a.5 a senior including .,.cvcral 21}-30 point games and also wa.~ 
died for his defensive play. A highlight was during the Jefferson County Toum.:imcnt 
when Irondale upset YorkviHe, the defending Ohio Cla.% R champion, by 64-41 as 
Hart nearly matched the entire Ductillite team with a rare al-lhe-lime 40 points on 16 
goals and eight free throws. 

In flXJtball, Hart was a mercury-heeled running back whose forte was speed. 
Hart enrolled at Delaware State Uni\"ersity where he competed in football, baskelball 

and track. In 1986, he wa.~ inducted into the school's Athlc1k Hall of Fame. 
After college, he served in lhe U.S. Navy and was a high school teacher/coach for 

several ycJ.JS in Mound Bayou, tliss., an<l then taught and coached in Dover, Delaware 
at William Hem)' Comprehensive High School (the only black high school in tl"K! 
county) and at 00\'er High School. He pas:-,cil .iw.i,y at age 69 on May 21, 1995 at his 
home in Felton, Delaware. 

Irondale became part of the S1anton Local consolidalion which is now part of the 
Edison schools. 

Bn'"an Hesso11 (Caldwell High School. Class of 1993). He wa.<; a major cog in the 
Retlskins' running dynasty of the 1980s an<l 1990s, helping Caldwell win Ohio stalt: 
cn)SS coun1ry championships in 1990, '91 and '91, graduating one year before his 
s.chooljoiocd the OVAC. 

TI1e distance runner c1ptun.-d tlm..-c :,tn!e 1i!les in cmss country and fi\·e in track -
lwo each in lhe J,11XJ meters and l,60Cl meters plus one as a member of a 3,2lXl•mcter 
relay unit. All told, he was a 17-time All-Ohion in lhe two sports. 

After placing sixth in 1he Ohio cross country meet as a freshman. he \\On 1he title 
trifccta with times of 15:J;'i. IS:JO and 15:20 in his final thn.'"t! years. 

A four-lime All-Ohioan In cross country, he wa.~ cilcd a.~ a three-time prep All­
American. He crnnpete<l in 1he Foot Locker National Cm.,s Cnuntry championship~ 
three times, placing l.'.ith, 3rd ;inJ Stl1. He ubo \\J....;_ a member of the 1994 Juninr 
National Team, 

Recruited to run cross country and track hy 1hi:: Univcrsi!y of Alabama. he hcc-ame 
a four-leucnn.in in both indoor and outdoor track. He earned All·Smuheastem 
Conference honors three limes and competed in three NCAA Track O1ampion~hips. 

He ~orcd in thn.-c C\'ents in the 19'-)7 SEC Ommpionship Mee1 - running a J0:24 
in the IOK on Friday. a 9:19 in the Steeplechase on S.iturday. and 14:JI i the 5K on 
Sunday. He wa.~ honored by the Uni\"er,;ity of Alabama with the Career Achievement 
Aw.mJ in 1998. 

HL.>sson has been inducted inw the Ohio Track & Cross Countr,· Coaches' Hall of 
Fame and the r-.•tid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame. • 

Lou Mott (Pine Grove High Sd1ool. Class of 19.56). The 5-foot-9 Tornadoes' 
ha.~kethall and baseball performer is considered the school's best-ever prep athlete. 
After 59 ye.irs, he s!ill hold<; the WctJcl County career 5.Coring record of:!., 117 )Xlints 
and the single sea.son point avcrngc mark of 33.0 fX)ints a ga.ine set in his senior year. 

His career point total broke 1he W.Va. slate mark of 1,956 points set from 1951-53 
by the lcgend31)' "Hol. Rod" Hundley of Charleston and Molt hecame the first 2JXX) 
)Xlint scorer in Mountain Stale history i\.fott's Iota] also bettered the Ohio Valley s1an­
dard of 2,077 )Xlints set by charter OVAC Hall of Farner Ken Alc.ssi of Yorkville from 
19-1-7--49. His career total currently rnnks 15th on lhc all-time W.Va. charts and Top 
IO in Ohio Vallev annals. Mott held the W.Va. can.w record until 1958 and the Ohio 
Vallev stand.mJ L;ntil 1959. 

As :1 prep senior, he scored 69:1 points in 21 g.imes, In his junior year, he awrngcd 29.4 
poinls including a sdmol-recon:l 51 poinL'> in a I 27· 58 win uvcr \\'all.:icc. TilC 127 points 
,;ct a Sia.le sland.anl \\ hich lasted two weeks he fore \Vhedin!!: ouLc,cr1Rxl Wdr, 146-110, al 
Madison G)m in a game \\hich ,;i_>f a then-national rcconl tOl.al of 2'½ ix1inL~. 

Mott's senior averng:c. of .1J.O r.mked lhird in the OV behind OVAC Hall of Farner 
Henrv Josefczvk of Yorkville. (42.2) and Leecnds honoree Jack lltaver of New 
Cumberland (iJ.9.'i) and wa.~ a.head of two OVAC Hall of Famers - Le~ Patrone of 
Bellaire (32.9) and Ron "Cy'' Godfrey ofi\.fartins Ferry (32.4). In W.Va., r-.1011 ranked 
thin! behind the lt'gendaJ)' Jerry West of Ea~t Bank (34.3) and 1l1aycr. 

As a senior, r-.lolt was selected Class B (smaller of two classes) first team All-Slate 
and :ilso picked as the sta\C Player of the Year hy the Sistersville-ha..e<l Tri-Slate 
Invitational Touman1ent. 

After his senior year, he was selected lo play on a combined \V.Va.-Ohio All-Star 
team to play the Kentud,)' All-Stars. His teammates included West .ind Joscfczyk. 

In basehall, he wa., a four-year regular pitchcr/shorts!Op .ind also played American 
Legion ba.sehall. He also competed ln !he WIK-cling Outdoor Baske1ball League. 

He earned a ba,kelball sdmlarship to Marshall and played three varsity sea.sons after 
a year on the freshman learn. 

Jack 17,ayer (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1956). He was a 6-foot-4. 
200-pnund multi-sport standout (football quarterback. basketball forw.mJ, baseball 
shortstop) who is regarded as the school's top multi-sport a1hlc1c. 

He earned his rnosl fame in baskelball as a senior when he scored 679 poinL'i in 20 
cames for a school-n.'t:onJ J.1.95 averaee which ranked No. 2 in both the sta!e and 
bhio Valley. TI1e top OV nrnrk was 4f2 by OVAC Hall of Farner Henry Josefczyk 
ofYork\'ille and 1he leading W.Va. a\'erage was 34.J by the legendary Jerry West of 
E.ast Bank. 

1l1ayer ~ored 56, 58 and 5:1 fX)ints in three straight late-season wins o\·er Shcrranl, 
Cameron and Follansbee St. Anthony. 11ial gave him a remarkable 167 points in three 
games and 114 in back-to-hack outings. He also had other games of 52, 49, 46 and 
41 twice. 

In football. he played for W.Va. in lhe annwl \V.Va.-Ohio All·Slnr gumc and was 
recruited by West Virginia Un!\·ersity as an invited-walk-on candidate. 

At WVU, he was one of two regularquartcrbatks on .i freshman team which won all 
fi\"e games. Aner his fR'shman year, he left school to join the U.S. Anny and played 
anncd service football before being disd1;uged in 1%1, 

He signed .i free agent contract for a tryout with the Cb eland Hro\\ns in 1962, the 
same year tha1 OVAC charter Hall of Farner John Ha\'licek was in camp. 

After TI1ayer was cu\, he returned to the Ohio Valley and eamcJ a mster spot a.'i a 
backup quarterback on the first \\-11ccling !ronmen tc.am which wcm 9-4 and won the 
1962 United FOCJ!ball League title in TI1ayer\ only ~il',Oll on the ce;:im. 
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