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Me,norabilia 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 

high school conference with 46 member schools. has estab­
lished an OVAC !vluscum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present -- and is currently seek­
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies. photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information,call the OVAC office 
al 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart !Medial 

Jam,•.1 C. "limms" St('wart iT1iaJdphi:1 lli:;h Sdv~,I. CL11, of !') I H\. Stc1>:1r1 ,!esot­
tc! nc...trl', J h,dl-~·en!ury !<> th: nn, 1p;,pa pmfc•s,inn. ,ercing "i:h ~•n:nl dhlrnninn 

!k hel',m his ,·rrn:er ;1w,;iatctl "i!h !he Wh~ding Nc;ss and Tiw Regi'1tr, 1chid1 \hc,i 
-'ett ,c•parJ.lt fltl\sp~pers. S1nqf\ sprnt, n.litm n/' 1h,· m)w-,kfo11n Whtding 
Tdt:;1apl1 fann Jnl lhmi,;;h !l/29 !Jltr became the \f"'Ht' edi1,.,r of !ht Ntl1',-
Re,:11tcr. !k e\en1,1ally ,1md1J,kd lih l,mg cnren a, !he a1-.n,ntc 1/Ylrt\ e,fam ,,f !he N­
R "here he "orkd 3Jnng,hk fr!!n,.· lb!I nf Famrr Bill \'in I fume. 

tn lh cady ye.m, of the OVAC lhe C<\llfrrcncc pe,haps had ru, 

"J;m;n:, •• Stewml. this Jffon!ing w Van llnrnc· lmn,df. !lcginning ia 
the \\<Ccl.l) ,1,rnJin,;1 on fno\b:ii! am! bsleth~IJ un1il h1, f't!ircrn~m on 
!%iL S(<:ISi\11 «:Sn p;.1ir.slalinf]f lep! w..·,mJ bs¾1ls that ]"\1'nl in.a!u;itlk 1,, an\rn1" rntrn:,1d w Ok 
1pnn1 J,1,e lk ;1\\0 1>a, rrcn;;rnzcJ a1 a \\ailing em:;clope<lia rn1 lnc,I ;,thkr,,,. Hi, head "'ll a '111rehin1,c 
of ,pmts mfonn~lirn,. Wha1 \\J\11 "t u,mmiu~<l w hi', ,n{'m<1r, nrnld k fouml in h;, p>,,_·l,·t ,i:td rtuirJ hK1l, 
aml t11\dnpt1 11tad1 tilbl hi, d~,1- nm.! !ifi~g cabinet. 

Bq;imiinc: in thi.' tally 1920,, S1n,ar(, "Lool,n" Ern 0-rf' n1lmn11 1,a, ,mt of 1h~ mm! \\Hlcli-reJ,I 
Jhnrn_;;lmt!f lh~ ;1re.i. [n latn yr.1r1. he pennn.! ~ rn!f' rn!rnim. •• v.hich in the ne,11-
P''flt'' nn: StindJy from th~ sprir.~ m<>nlh1 imn the fall. lk a!,o ;";,;,",J ""'""'"' 
rnl!e;iat~ 1pmh ,'11idi h~ li!k<l, '"With (he Cu!lctt<. 

lie was aho in.oh<:",! \Silh !he 11:h~,1,,J;r,g of b,1,h·:l!all game, 11ml.cJ b) memk0, nf tlir Ohiu \"alley 
llnsml nf ,\pprmtt! Ua,te\bcill Olfiriah. lb lo\e of sam.lim \,;11d,;il! ""' "di h~ ~!mmt metirn-
1<>u,!y \"O>em! hJpp~nin~, in the nhJ !mdli,:encer nn<l L'nilcd Mim; Worler, b;;1dMll 

A qoie1 mJn »hn newr ca,1 him,c!f ia ihe limc!igh! durmg his 1:3reer, 51~,,;,rt \\,t, 
award at !he time nf his n:tin:mem fmm an appn·da!iH' Ob;., Vdle:,. Athk!ic C,.mfen,ncY 
JWJri.! of uppn:,rbti,,n fmm !he L'pf>ef Ohio VaJle; Dapp,;r Dan Club 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coaches) 

}(r,hcrt S. 'I/oh"' fl"r11/e~·r/f(Lin,I;- .\!iiiWI) [nstil'11<'. Clas, of )'J.-!?f. lkrin;_ 
"' th~ head n.cKh n1 Win1ef'<i!le l!i~h Sch,ni 
~!). iH lS'<.:<mL lhe lbird-he,r ½"1t1in1: i~rc~nur~ in Ohi« \'~lky lmtOf} '"'""'''' "''' 

0\'AC !iilesJ, Wi1>1er,,i!le """ its fast O\'AC '-"'"'11 

-se,en d:il1s \hal ,11>\ained iu,r n1w Fmm (9M, !lnnush ·73, the Wanior, 11,;t nni)- t! pme,. Crnkr 

Ke!!le½tll'\ dirn:ti,m, Wimer;"li" ,rnr,:,l in n recurd I.JO ,!Wifh! pmc,, rndi,:~ "ilh a "·un,Jes, 1ie ,,::ainq 
tldbir,, [!! a ennte'1 !!ml''"' !he Gdd Wan.or, ,k11id \\bat "ou!d bne lte~n ;; ,:an1e-\\J111\in;r 2nd sueal.-c1>min 

unddi=.1:ed R"se [lo,,,! !e,m, -.;,1, lhe H"d")~,. ,rn,t Rn;:cr 1\l!"nL lhe fa;t 
hL,ck In sip, at Wes( \'uprn3 l.'l\i,er<il:, 

Kenle»e!i aho \\as ;i <l~mkw,1 «thle1e nbl~ 
pia:,ed fo,,:h,d! a! W~st Vir;:i,,ia i;.,;,ersi!}", "he,e he 

~kmorfal SUdiwn" rn Iii, hmrnr. In "a; l)w \",di~; imh<:Jc<l ,n1,, lb~ Ohhi F,~,tb,111 
Cnache,Aws:i~:ion Halt <>I hmr. Ile juim~J 11,e Fppu Obit\ \',i!I~} D,1ppe·, Dw Hal\ d"L!m~ m l'I.H 

Toni Keane (Athlete. 1940s) 

fom Keane {Lrn1I:, ,\1ili1ar; !n,:i!Ult. Cb,, of !'l44). The Bdi;mc nat;,e \\:11 ~ 

for 1he CJ,kts ~nu tMncU AU-OV,\C 1:Msl,·tbal! nmJ r,~,1bl! on th~ 
,cl1•c,;,m,m !'I-DA4. J le a!,o "~' ;;n AH•Ci>', ha,letktl! ,d,,::ion. ,\:, ;i '>Cl'il()r on 

ccplion Hl6 yanh lo ,core in ;111 !K-6 ,,in 
lie rnrulkJ at Ohio Swte ,1 bar h.r knrr,-t.l a, a fn,1h,n-m before 1tn"ing ~() nmn!hs 

i,1 the lT.S. Kai·',. 
\'pon dild1arft. he t~mlk<l al We'1 

!9-.\7 _ lw:n>ming a ran: klt<:mian 
Uni,tr,i\y aad lt:1,;ml in 19-l(i and 

and WVli 
KeJne '-:11 u third m1md p,d.: and !H!h m-crJ!I NationJI h;,,,1bn!) l.c•agut Orel!! seknion l1} the Ln, ,\n;de, 

lbm in Pf.I½. !k p!nJtJ eight :-.TL 1c,1,<m1. and 87 gamtl.J> ntkf,m;i;,; b-,Kl-.,tfrn;i,e rnd the 
firsi fo~r v.11h 1hc Ram,. hi !'152. he pia) td "i\h \11,i Dalk; Tnan, 
;md emk<l hi,can,-er in t95.5 \\ilh the Chk~g()C1rdi11.:ti1. lk 
Pm B,mL r:mted ,~rnn<l w the NFL in pa,, mlcrc-rplions l\\in~. ;1ml pb)nl in ibrec 
fJmt\ hc!ml;ns th.- !95! Ram,' tiik ttam. Frnm l'/..\8-5::!. bo1h K~,m~ bmther-, rnmpdtd 

Ile S\;1, a !nnt•time U\\!Slil!l( coach in the KFL indu<lin:; Chicaro CirJrnai, fmrn l'/57-59, Pm,t>ur:.:h 
l'Jf,S Jml \\~\ an mig;nal nHtmb«r of 1he 1'.foini [)<,lphi11,' ,ta.tr in l'l6f1 111ifn: k n'r.iained llmrn!:b !'J:15 as 
ddemi,e back, ""ii '>f'R<:U! tram, n,.arh. [n 1962, k \wqmc the· !ir;t he;1J rnoch n11ht Wla:dir:.g fmnm~n 
J.lld ,ened until joining lhe Stee!er\· 1t;1!f. Th,: !mnmea well! 'J---1 in 1%2 l,,-l'me "inning !he l 'nitcd h¾11haH 
L~,1~1,e !ilk "i1l1 a /~.j rtrnn! i~ !9hJ !~ !'l(>-1, the lnmmrn w,:,re 7,"1 

Keane did at "f" 7,1 ;,, 1rlHI 

Tom Yakubowski (A1hlc1e. 1950s) 

Tom l'akub<1w1H (,\dena Hi;h S(h'"'L Cb,, of !9.'i8). A thret-,port ,tJ.mh>w! 1()1' tile 
Gnltkr. W,ne »ho ,t~m<l in !ht firq :;ear th\" ,du~,l joinet! lh\" u1nfrrenre. 1shid1 

J•.J:;7,5~ 
AJe~a, h~ "'" a !lm;-~-,pnr! ,,,,,, ""'"""' in f<mlb~ll, bastdu!I ~mt !u1ddl w1d 

ramC"d !If !ei(n1- fnur in baseball ~-~,h in b3slefh;il1 a1ld footbaH 

a IHl11Mcl.•linebader•qt1ilrte,bac·l ia fc,011:,all anJ ~n ,\!!-OVAC. 
SdHx>I and A!l,E:ast Obin Alhkii,· l..e~~uc wkctim1. lie was tili.' MVPol the 
\\' Va. 1\H-S1ar rame "nn h) Ohi11, l.'i-ll. He <,(·on✓ 13 p<>inh and ,urrrd a, futtb"('l 
linebatl<'r 

pildlC! fk;rn ChJiiC(', f!c IO,<cil No '1'1\'-hiun, in(\ 

in i,,1mt-m:cn1 pb). "hid,'~"'' ,tc·nntl 1:1 !ht OM,n 
,nmd l~,nl 

Ile Eamd a frn,;h:111 ,d1<'iar,h:p hi PtmluE h,i.cr,ir;.. 1,/l;:n· hf ktttrrJ J," -<>ph1,n1me ~nd 1e11wr 
b;och-hndi:wlcr "hik J cen~, d tr,?~ i~j1me,. !k ""' ,ernnd ,.m !he t~;i,n in m1lm1,: \.)!O \:mhl 

lk rnw ,ea,or, ,u !'11rJut 
1%~ Blut•Gr:1; All-Star hN>1b2JI GJme Jnd nfrd om,:,, a fn:e ~gcn1 s.ith thr 
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ln ba,~ctWI!. he hJ> fir>t !ram ~E-cbs- Al!-Weq Vir;_:iai:1 a, a ;~ninr ant.I wJ, a t11u­
tirne All-OV,\C aml All-Ci!} fiN !tam wkciion. !le ,wttd 15 8 poim, pc-1 E-('1W J-; 3 
ju!!ior ~m! ~.IJ per '1\l!ing ,ha -.emor. 

,\s st Wiluca! ;eniur rn !'155, !lie· 6-frn,t-6 vema was 1he am'hm nf !he• fo:al (~;mi rn~died b) OVAC 

end 

fokk 

''°"'"'""" l.\(d IO ,,rtmy m~r Weii !!i~h at Mdi1on Ciymn,hrnm. a 
mail\ for rnmbined 1~iint1 

put !itles l\ilh marh of S!-3 111 
nmfrre1we-r1xnnl Im'> of5.1•5 1/::!. 

he ktlert'd three )tJr\ :i, a tt~ul:Jr !\HHl:1) 

lk \hi> the 5l\\ mnall NFLtlr~ft pil·k in 1')5') by \he· 
Am,·rio,i l'nnihal! 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

l,\\'e 

in lhe 2.CP and -1---Ul and 
the p,c,ligim:, Bdl.l1i'~ 

w ;iJl-\'.,Hn "uJd !k e,m:d \111t dts 
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Mike Kovalick {Athlete• 1970~) 

.\like K.1!Hl!irk (lkl!::irc- lli;;h Sch,s,I, Cl.11, nf 1'J7)) Km«!,d, 11.h the d;11inc·1inn 
kin;;, mo-sport 1LmJnut. bm ;11'0 ;1 \>'<h!:ll<' ,unUnu\ 

K,,,,ii,k <!, '"" o! n,ad: firnrµ,c Km did,." a, ;1 ,,,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,, 

"!( dnn,p;,m \He 

. ounwm Slate a 

1,;, illu•,tm,u, \\rni!in~ can,,·r 11,tll a ,1dbr IA-7--2 m~rk 
K,n~licl <"11ntint1<'1l hi\ nv! ,uc,·,·» ,m 1hc c>lk;:.,i,, D"i,;-,n [ k\d. !k "1e,ilttl for Bobb; Drn:;b, ;it 

Anwlla S1,,1e Km~fal foa,hr<l 1h PAC 1a nmner !'10 in h\1 w'1im st'-l,!111 
Kmahk !ldLm,· !!i,:h\ fa,1 e\tl ,,a1 ind!Klfd inrn the ,cb,d\ !b\l ,i! 

hmr i~ 1'1~3 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 
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Dr. Vincent 'Vince' l\!lonseau (OVAC 'Contributor') 

nr. I "in("e111 "\ "fore" .11,mswu (Weir f!i,:h SrhooL Class o! 1958). 'INnl <>f 1!1<: '!~,n 
o!' ,sres1ti,ig and}"" !hinl u( Mnmeau, \\ho enjoJtd rnn~,s at the hi;b ,,fa,nl k\d 
!cx:al!y before md .. ing. hi, marl ;it We,t Liberty Stare Cnlk;e 

A> a hi~h ,ch<>nl 0~1rh, be ',fl<'"n! ni,ie ;ea!', at O~k Glen, Cba1k~trn1 am! Wdi hiFh 
,dmoll. fLiidi,ii_: the !%7 Oak Glen. sqmd ln a W.Va. S!a!e To11mmnent ch:tmp;on1h1p 

A!"ter om: )<'ar al Peru S!ate in Nd,c1s,b, he spem 3 l :ear, 1 !97.1-200.\) a, !ientl 
roac·h at Weil Liberty. rnmpiling a 359-221-7 renirtl. lie wachtd n Al1-,\meric-a11.1. 
3-.\ Aca,kmic All-,\me,k,1n; aml ,i,\ NatinaJl Cbrnpirn11 am! gaidcd th,i !hlltopper\ I(' 
a na1iom1! rnmwr-up finish in l'J'J5 

)\.!(ln,ea11.. "hn aho rnad-:rJ fnn1t,;:il! and cm,,; cmm!r} elm-fog hi1 dJ; s at WLSC. 
<lin:<:ted the N,\I,\ Naliur.al Wn:,tline Tourmune!\1 in !mth 1979 JnJ '){7 Jn<l "al ,rn aJmini\li;Hht' Js1i1!Jl1l 
for th~ NCAA Oi, i,im1 H N,Hi,m~I \\'re,!!in~ T,mrn.1mrn1 in 2003 

lb a,\ard, are nrnnerom. indutling the OVAC 'Mr. Mat' Jl<.trd m l<Jn; NAIA !fa!! nf fJmt !11 1987 
USA Wrn1!ine Bronn [..e1d Member Co;1d, in !9~"/; We.st Libert, Sim,: c,,Jkte Alhkric !bl! of f';m1e in 
l'N7: NCAt\ bi, i,in11 I! S<HJ!h\te,1 Rq;innal (\u.d1 of the Year in. ]'}')6 and i'/97; Nafam~I Wre\lling lfall 
of Fame i,i 2M2: NCt\A Di~is,rm !I \Vre,tlinc Halt of Fame in 21)()3: and N,:tiniul \\-rt,llim: Co;,,h(, 
,\,"x:iatiun Lifrtime ~!cmkr m 2(¥~ - ' 

CurremlJ in his fiflh }tar a, pnm·ip~l "! Ri,,_.er /li!,'h Sch,~11, ).!m,scaa aho Jin'<.'ld :omh "'tslii"g c;amp1, 
a1 Weit Ul:n:r1y fornenrly 3() Jt'"f'\. 

,\, a11 arhlele, ~lnnse;m participurnl in r,~,tb,dl. "re1tlinci antl rntk .it bmh W6r flifch aml We,! Lil1e1i~ 
Swte Cnllq;e anrl later j)Jrlidp,lltd in m,my dil!~~n: race,. !IKludmg the Hosto11 M,1rJ1hnn and Whc-din; 
Di>lance R~,-~ 

Mon1<.",m ;maint<l l:i, B.A. <lei_:nce frq,n Wei! Li!)('f1i- Stale O,tlq:e J> "di"' lmlh;, M.A. ir.J Dn.-inr:Jle 
nf Ed11c·a1ion frnm Wt,! Viri;i,ii~ UniH•r;il) • 

Gene Ford (Coaches) 

Gene Vim/(]n<lian \';1!k) North llish Schn'-11. Cl.I,, "f t970L A1 rnlmfol aml "d!• 
lnm,11 a, he .-a, rncT<-">>tuJ. Fnrd rn,np;kd a ..wo.2r,2 rr·o,rJ i11 Jt Jea,, a, ,1 hit:h 
,chnol bn3 1.' ba1lr1ball ul.:ld1 

!le UkKkd on,: ,-ur ~t Sh<011a11Jnah and (h(" at Tmarawa, V,,ne; klme m:,lin; hi, 
mark <luring 15 y~ar1 al Camhri<l~t' High ( \9i!H-2(M)5J ,>!Jere Ile \H1rt"1Ul pm1eo ,mtl !mt 
!83 

FnnJ\ team, 1.-nm;rikd a 5').~5 renm.l i11 lourr~,mem 
,edim1al lilies, diltritt emw11s ,md li1c c-bmpinw,hip, 
\tale tuumammt appe~ran,·n 119'.-!7•8:-k 199)-% ~nd 
im:lutlinj! ;1 in !99--1-95, Hi, !earn, ;11'0 ""ll W f"c.uq C<."n!ral Obo ''"'"'' ii<b. 

Yc:,r" honnr, in th,: OVAC, Ea11em Di<ltKL Di\lr1c\ f~ ECOL antl "'h !he 
OHSBC'A Di,i,i,m t! Si«:e .. Co~di nfthc Year" in t'IK8.. 

ForJ ,end a; pn•,i,knt nf lh~ Di,trin I~ Cuachc, A,,11,:ialion.a<, a !m1ree for tht' O!lSAA FoumL\1;011 Jnd 
on rh~ Bn"'d of Director, nf the Ohin !li~li. s~hrn,1 IL1,ke1h,1!1 f!;rn or bme \lu,cum ·n,t nf 1he 
0\'AC Ead !bbcrfidJ Co~d,e-; 1\"Jrtl rn ~1~15, he"'" ;P.Jw:kd into tht Oh,n lli;:h 

A', ,rn a:hkle. he came<l !! ,·;ir>iiy letter, (four in ba,eh~II. fnur in m1eL lhl't'e 11\ ha,~~1b..i\l) al \liih~k 
am! fndi;m \'~lley };orth. Ile ,rnrrd UW ,-an·~r poim1 ;rnd earned fast !~am ~U-Ohi<>, aH-E.iwm Di,tnc! 
an<l ai!,lmer \':illty Cnnkr~rn;e iicToiade, ill ba1h·tba!l am] 1,u, a s!at~ qualifier i11 the pole 1·:111!1 m !rad .. 

lk \\U'I a fou,-:,.,,:ir kHemi:rn J! Mmkin;:mn Cn\k!:<' in h~1~elh;1il. ,,wing ! ,717 [Xlir.t, {l~s·on,J lll<h\ in 
1dn<>l hiltvty) 11hik earning ~l!-Ohi" Athk!ic Conkrrnc<' "'A1hk!e nf 1he Ytar .. honnrs and VPI '"Sm~il 
,\mema .. uc,·nb<k1. lk "·a, a d1Jrtcr mtmbernfth<' Mu,lingvm Athk1ic Hail of fame in 1%() 

Bill Paolisso (Ollicialsl 

llill l'rwUsw {W,•,r High Sd,m,!. Cla1> nf !'!~(,)_ lk was a m~im!i} ;Hnnn,u arra 

offki.th. ""'ling OV.-\C fontba!l nntl Im) ,/gi1h b,hl.r11::t~I! ~ame, for a 5()•) ~ar pc,iml 
frrnn !9~!(. ]')'JH, fir'>t 1,i;h the \\-ht<efi~g !~,.,n,l smd hner "i!h the \\-,•irt,m-Slcubem ilk 

\:,,.YJflL 

!'a<iliwJ n11iciat~d !l) We,1 \'ir:.;i~i;i \!Me diampiomllip Jim1bH game, dmin;c hi, 

c-a,en aml ,nefol Ohio•Wc,1 \'ir~ini~ Jnd OV,\C ,\H,SL1r fon:ball same1. 

!n hJ1~etball, be uffki:i!e<l more !h;m 11¥) ptJ',t<ea,on lourn~mrnl', (,ectillnal,, n.';::.in11 

,th. 1iateL indudins 19 ,tate tnltmJment,. lk "m\..eJ 1h~ fast s~mnd A. ~lmnk; 

O\'AC i\U-Sw., tla,lnbaH Cl""" rn !'171\ am! aim ,1a; ~ referee in 1he \\·c,t \'iq:mi~ Conkr('n,'t 

Am,mg J'an!i1,n\ o:tie'i,1:ing awuds me !he OVAC Rnb<.:n Daw10~ Offo:wi, A1,,ml: the Otm, \',t!kJ 

Frn,1h .. 1!l Coach1 A,,rn·iatinn OlfkiJi, Aw:m.l: 1hc Writ \-"irp,ii;i s~rnnJ;ir, Sd1<tt1l, ,\tblt:;c C11mmi11inn 

A"anl: timl the \\"t1rt<m-Sttuhen1itk Offo:iah· B,Mn.l :\ward. 

l'aoli110 1,a, J 1hrtt-\!Ml athk!e a1 Weir High (li'<.1tbH, \1ai1rtMJJ and baseball),! It int> fa,t leJm ;il!•'stJtt 

,ri lin,ibll ~rn! kl'letball ," a wni,w, cJmmt a!I-OV:\C hmm, in bsktll,111 !½In: and"'"" in lk 
\\J\ J!," Jll !mimnnen1 l'c,r 1ht ,tale dwnpirn1 RtJ Ri,k,< !:,;;,dull !r,-im 

fk pb)ni t\Hl) tars of pm fr, ,.,nal ba,eh~U n1 lk St. Lsiw, Cmb:.;I,, o,pni :nio111 )'!52 Jftd l'hJt ~nd 
,('PtdNn1t;,rs liS 
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Richard 'Dick' Edge !OVAC 'Fumily') 

Richard '"[)ick" Edge (Whedirig !li!_:h Sdmnl. CL1,, ,if J'l5--ll. 'lh OJ} fal;e hJ:, 
'"'rn mJnJ thl"lirem hah ,ncr !h~ ;e.t1' ,rnt!IJ b.: a -.1st umk•r,!:,ls·men! 

Heb, \fl<'"l -t:! ;tar,. in cduc:i!inn. -.enmg '" ,1 !~;u:hcr. ("(Md1.Js,b1an1 pri1K1pal. prin­
,arw11, O\'t\C-memhe, ,chrn,11 

i11 >,ui»u1 ,·;,pJcitit\ at Tri:i<ldphia. War,H1<.xl am! Wmtrr1.111le high 
,wrti11g 1ht \Ht>'1!mg pmfr:irns ;it both Triaddphia am! \\"uf\\().id J, 1,d] a, 

fo1Jr juninr h1;;b prn;;"tm<; in Ohio Com!!y. !k nMthnl Warnrn~l lH an umkfratetl <.e,l· 
s,,n aml "" (}V,\C '-P~ltiin;_i champ,on,lt1p a, 1,ell a, ,iuh pbc,;- finish m (I,,;- W\:, 
Stat,;- Trn.m1ament "hen lhrrt ,rn, only ,m,: da11ilicatinn. lk ahn c»-fm1rnkd ar.<l 
<:n,u:h~d ,,,mma 1r:1tk Jr,,! r1rh· ,nflbaH prngram, in Wm:tr,, ilk 

Am,mg hi, acrnb.Je1 \\,:re kin;: 11:l.rtWLl Ohin Ea11tm Distric1 \\"re,:lmg Cnach nfth1c 'frar in 1'!75: ren:i, · 
1he 0\-"AC-; presti,:in1h ·~tr. ,\fat' A";irJ in t979; rnJucii,m inw 1he \\"est Ukrt; Slate Col!qy ffall nf 

and ,tkdim, lu tk W!5C \\'all n! !fonnr for Out,t:imlin;: ,\h,rnni in Z(H"l 
lhe O\'AC Jrnin;; tlw t<JK(,-87 an<l !9~7.f){ ~du,,,l ',ear, :m,J sennl ,1, ,l meml>tr 

Bmnl fm many )<-"aN. ffo wa, alw a p:11! rr~,i,km nf !he Tri-Cot:nl} Athkfa· Le"p:\· 
and ll,e E.1,! Crntn! 01,;" 

Ed;:,: rtpresenttd Whrdin;: !!i~h in 1he t95.\ OVAC All-Siar Fc~nl>,1!1 Game aml 1hen ,sem 0,-1 l<> \\·,.,1 
Slate Cnile~e 1,h~,e h<." w~> a four•yta.r kiitrm:m. !1<,;-ti,ne atl-Weq \·irgima C,mfrre~c: 1drdinn 

~, a ,emm. 
ia llm.me,, EJ,.catirn,. lk.d!h Etlurntion antl l'l,y,ica! Erlucnion Jn<l J \b11n·1 

in Sevrn1<l:11:,- ,\drnim,!ration Imm (he' !Jni,ersil; uf D:1;trn1 fle ii a U.S. ,\rm} ,~ter.m, ;.er.in~ 
fmm J()S~-fJl and in !he re,ent'> fmm [()(,() i,} 

John Sorrcnti (Medial 

Jol,r, Sorrm1i (\\"tit lli~t, Sc-hool, ClJ\'f nf !~56), E,en if )"U d,m·! l.nnw Snnt·Ni. 
;ou pn,b;,bly rn:qgnire hi, '<lie~ 

!lad, in !'l54, at th<-" :i;{' uf 16, he begam "hat ,wuld be a ..Ul-)e,1r cm"cr a, ;i >p<>n, 
amKmm-er for WEIR Ra<lio ia Wdnon. Dmii:g tha! time .. ru.' lwrnidcaq ti~J!bail, b:1<,l.ttball 
and b,11d,al! .~:trll<'', for four OVAC-memkr '>th<#J!s We,r, ~l:«i<>nn~. !lrrn,ke ;1m! 
Wimen,ille 

on 1he Weir High w~u of F~me in !')')5 and reTnH<l mo 
rk Upper Ohio V,dk1, indml;ng the :C/l{l'J ffobert S .. \kh:d'<·;-

Smwmi hq;:i.11 a political v;,rrer in 198:! nhtn he w,is de('b.! a, a \\'(•imm Ci1y Cm11Kilm,rn. b 19%, he 
½JI dcct,·J ;i,; a ffonrn<:L Crnm1:, Commil,ioner - a po,ilimt he 11~1 r~-de,:tt>d to !»ice for J t<>!J! ul i H }<'J-' 

rn n/fa't 

fk ha1 Jh" ,end a, ;'~•;~;';;';',,:;;';;'c'::; !!ani:nd;_ Coumy Sd,nui, amt ,\dult Edw.:a:inn Jilli P!Jc,•rnrn\ 
C.mrdin,:\'11' oft he folrn D 
C11im,. Re,mt Jn<l Rac-erc;ick 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coaches) 

llcury "flrmk" f..a:;mz (Warwa Como!iJJ!c<l Hi;h Sdwd, Cl.hi nr 1951.1} A pillar 

~;L\~~,,;~;; '~;i:'\~t~~:~t)t \\\:';:,;::~c.\~:~~::1~ti~l'£i ~:(e;•t~,~~fi~f~t\'.Tt~~ ~:~u;f1~~'.~~;·~~; 
Hud,•J~ L<icd 1J1rnbi1wd for~ 405-}(ll itrnrtl. 

All w!d. _Lu,1,z•rn.1chcd !_e~m, ,:on hmr 0\'AC (ham;1i"n,hip,. HJ 
amt Hare J,1!nct crmrn, ,sh1k bvrng l\\O team, go unJd~af,·(! m the 
U'f70 and 1977) 

In !5 )<-"<If> ;it Wa1waCn1rn1li,b1ed{l958-72), hi1 ttam1 "ere 179•!::0. ,\im,ir.~ !"" 
OV:\Ccbmpionsbip, I]%] ar.J t'J70J:The l<J_7(h'lt,~d p<>\\ed,i 22,_\ recun.!. winn;n!;' 
OllSAAC'h11 A ,n·tmnal and tl,,tnct wit, b,efore bowing m !h<." rq:wnal 

] •1~1 i '. ~j~ht~Cl~l;,;~~~~\~1/, ;;:,t::~ ,;1:t1
1~i::

1
~•1::,:~?fL-

1 
i
1,M~~a~'.i~; ;t21

~ ({~~j 1'~~t:::r~::,1it (;~;,;ti~~~ 
AA. !mi;;;: m _the ,efinnd filu_h. 'nrnt yrar, Lm:isz 11a1 namt<l Ohio C!J\'i AA '"Cn,ld, nf i!J,, Y~Jr"' by l!P! 
311,! !c.JS1trn Dastrfrt ··Coach <>I !Ile Y~3,~ !l\ ,\P 

!k <.'OJKbde-J "i\h r110 :,ea': a! Ut,d,e;e Sr>whWt,t and lhcn ,1a1 hearl ,;n;,d, in the fa,1 :,e:tr nf lhs: mm pkt~ 
fluslt>t Lo,·JI rnn,11l"b(mn m [990-'JI 

Lu~,t ~ho""' t_he- O\',\C ;iil•>j)•Jm "'Co~i:h nt rhe Ys·a!"' ;,-, 1971) aad recc1,d the• Lpl"·!· Ohio \'a!1e) 
D,1flfWrDan C!ul>'> Cul flMml!Awmtl m 1')')0_ !frcrnd1d rnbmbthe 0!:m Nnrth-Sm,th Al -Sl.trG:m1~ amt 
the• O\'..\C All-Star Cbw,: ~nd h:1d n,o )t,t!ly OV:\C ba1l1clbal! s.·hnlar1htp1 namd m !w, hnnor, !le ,~s·o,t 
the OVAC\ Earl ffabcrfidd Cn.acbc> AwarJ in J<JU, 

!k .";1, ;1 memlx,r of the OJ\SBCA ~ml '>tf\cd a1 pre,i,!em of the Ihlrict :i !la1k1ba\l CnJche, 
AwK·,;ttinn. He"~" allo indu(!td m!" the Ohio l!d1 Sdm<.>! lfa1~etb;:i!l C,Mdte> A11,K1ation IL1l1 pf fome 
aml the Di\liict 5 B:hteibll Cu,1chn r\110,:iJ!inn !Lil nf Fame 

Lata.s, wa\ a !lmx-,ear !merman_ i11 high schrn1I 1:i~,le\b;1l1 m Waricn C,m,nhfated i~ \~1th ba1lett,JI! and 
h,mba_ll. lk then kHneJ tun )Caram lw,le1baH aml four rn trn,tb~U ~1 Bctb;my Cn(kge l¾'Jm-r, ,en,r.g n,o 
)C.!f', I!\ !he U,S . .-\ml} 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Athlete-19.itM 

llar11/d "Voe" llm,1,1/ierty (\\'~fr !!igh S(hnnl. CL:,1 of 19-15). Jn 19~5, he bec·;i:nt 
!he fif'1 of only ,n rn high s.·b~1! a:blt:e, ln ,1111 th~ WS~. Amaieur t\thk:t nf1he Yre1r 
Awmtl. !ht• \lcite\ oldnt llrm»r daling h;,cl l" 19_:q ,\ faf'I te-,1m. ,d!-,b\',. a\1-,wter in 
f<MlMll, iM,~etlhlH and ba,d-nll, he ,ti-.., e~rned A!!-0\'AC fm!lMll ,:md b-1.,le:ball lK~l<t;, 
a, ;i Rrd HiJtr ,rnmr 

TI1e i,">•way !x,rl bl Weir to~<).( fontbJll ren,rd in )'J.1J, lc,s;ng only tn ,1;11e 
ch:irnpi,m !'.til.u,bur,;, ,\\ ,I ,crnor, in !9~.\ .. lie bl Wdi rn ;1 ~0-JJ ,ie1ury mer 
l'aikf\burg am! an:nunttl! for f!,~ trnlchJrn, "'> - a TD run, Nn TD passe,. ~ IOl-:,a.fU 
[MIS mtrrcep!;,,,, ,-,:,mm and srn HO.:,ard i1clntf ,rwm 

[hu~bi:rt) ·, 1"1>·}<'~' ,:Jr~n 1nd11dtcl nmmng am! p,,s,in;; for l.'l25 ~ortl, m1tl .H lom:hJm,m lk ,1hn 
,ewmed lid .. , ;w,1 '"!' J '1ar dd"i:r,;i1,· bcl 

ln ba1Le1ba!I, !he Jll-stJler hd11e<l Weir W a 22·2 rtuml. ln !N:,~bll, he kd !he Rtd Riders 1ri !he nn\'-da1, 
19-15 

V~iH·r,it} "hen". ht plaJed mi J 7-2 w,:onl k;m1 ;1, ,: fre,h 
mmeJ m:,r tht ,1ar1ing olfr11,;sr !incur a1 uiibrk. !k 11:11 Jdfrd 

'"'' '"'"''"" ha,d,.,/1 rw,r.r:1"1 "11h !be 
\r-:tr, 111 C1J1, A:\,,\ llutfah) 

\/\ "fokJn a,l1n" ~,nmh 
nd r:::dd l:i1 <ecnnd 1e;;m, ht )'Vi_~, 10 

II ls:e J\F(h 1:1 
" . and 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
,Jim Hanna tAthlctc • 1950s! 

Jim lfamrn l \\err !h1;11 SdH~ll. Cfa,, o! 1')50) A l!utt·•,pul'! ;dhwr "hn kJ ih, Rn.I 
Ridns (o No ,u:r nne•d4'\S ,,·h:1m;nrnhilip> 1b a '>tnit1r. he;, 1mt oflh mml ,kn11;1t­
~d a11l\e1<', in ,,:hnnl hiW";' ,\ >0u,itJ hN)1h,lll \1J.t\tr ~, ,1 hr,hman, hr cnminud w 
nrd umkr !!alt d Lunt roJch Car! I hni\l . .sh" bt~,bl !l:rnn,1 and D:ui;hw: :1, ··n"' 
.,f th,• !incl! all :m,und -1n,1c,:1,·· he n,;\chnl n1 hi, kg\·nJ:w, ,:artc>r 

ln J'J,l'J, !LHm.1 ,1~rrrJ <10 1ht li-0 n:u,r\( Wei, /rn,rha)l leJ.m "hd\ \\011 !he- fa,1 
W\';1, b1;:n1 CL;ss ,\ !i\lt "i1h J 27-13 u\t! ~lilion. ·n:c t'""''-') 
erd'p11n1npbn·\..1c\..er nin<" 1,mdtdo,;n ;~,w.:, ,cm,·J H.l 1w,inh ;:;i a 1emor 
.sho, he- \\Js rmmtH![' tm tk \\·e,1 l'Li)t1 <1!' the Y:;,r lfri,m,m ,\,nrd (11<1" !hr Ke111H'd) ,\,san.l) 

\'ir;:inn , ,_ Obu ,,nd !ht Wt'\\ \'fr;inb NPrth- Snu1h rarnt 
fn b-:1kdb;1ll, he 1-1a, st·omJ learn 1\11-W \'J_ :imlAH-OVAC 
ln t,1,ebJJl.he r,itd,Nl anc\ h:m~d Wt'ir to the m1ce-d."' Wc,t Y,q;1ma d,J,npi,,,,,hip Jn lh~ 'i-.1 tin,.lh· ,,in 

mn Ea,( !lJnk, he S!rnil ,w1 HJ in a ,n !11t e!fnrt Jnd binnl in fn\ir rim, v.i:h 1\tn ,mfks 
fie ,1,Ytpitd J 1notb,i11 •,d,.,br,hip (mm Ktnwd .. } v,Kh P,rnt \Btatl !k1am Jnd ,1a1wd ~( n1d 

on J frl'>lm1an "/trnl ,par1nbadt!l hy !ldw !k kh '(hrn,l !11 pl.l} rmnnr k-1rw: h:isebaH Im ,r,tn! 
"·"""n,; !w!,iw rtHlmi~~ 1:l \\',•irhm. 1,hrx ht tu, lwni J lnng-timt fo,~I Am,:nca11 Lc•~i,m, h rh 'C'ri,~,\ ,md 
,ummer h,1,eb.111 ,;nad, ,m,f ,n111L 

Tim Anderson tAthletc. 1%flsJ 

Tim ,\m/uwt1 iFn11.tn,ke 11;,.t, Sd11~\L Cla1, of \')i,7) Am!er,"a·, l<~HbJll cire.:r 
"~l<l"dl • fkfo,1 

81 

Bill .Johko (Athlete - l951lsl 

Hill ]obAo tBn0!_:q%lr\ Ui;11 Scholl!. Cbss of !9!i.11 ,\ !hree-;, ,r_ it:m·-1p1'1 

B1ilk1n,'. .i!h!c!r in ftM\lbdL !JJ,hnh:dl cuH.! hJ.s.eh..;t!I, h;:- carnt'd ,\!1-0\"AC Jm! ,\ll­

\'ulky f"othall !tt,ra,r, '"" ,,:,mur linem-n1 
Rt,:rni\ttf bJ Ohio Stilt l-m,er,ilJ- 11,o hn;amc a Nu-v.ay offrn,iH· gnarl! Jml 

lmdn,ka 11ho pb}d m1 the Bud .. t'\t' nati,m .. d !ilk 1e;1111, o1 IIJ)4 am! 19~7 ,,,Jim !ht .. 

Hud .. t\t, '"m 1\H> R,,.,,_. J\01,i,. lk w,111c>:1111 ,\!VP m 19)7 Ht" 1hr onl) pb}''' rn 

Big rn Conkrtns,:- his1m; to 1w1n plae in J !o,in_g Bis W re~ubr '-".,1,on pme lk 

n'.Tnnh.! a 1afr1: for !ht· C.,!k;,:t: All-Sw1, ia a !5-1'1 ,i,ior; 11'tf 11:t ...:FL cbrnpirn, !.k1mi1 Lmn,. nnt nf 

on!,- ,:isht fonts !ht rn\k;:i:H11 (kk~tFd tln• :-.FL d1Jmpio11, in \h~ ""nu:il cl.1,11c 
!fr"'" <lc,\!:e,J by th,: Lm Anfde, R.,_,m ~n<l plJ)td fo, 1he ~FL 1,·am 1mm t'.l'iK-liZ hdme pnfom1ini; 

tor 1k ~!inn~S<>f;i \"jl..,, p Imm 1%J-6:i Jnhln ,,1pp,:<l hi,; pm pk)in.~ prcn a, J l<'J.lll <ldrnsi,r c-;,prnin ol 

\h(' "n;m;,J AtLrnw Fakon, 1n IW,6. from !'Jl,7-8'}, br 1,mlc·d for !h,! Falc-1111, n, ,;,rirn,s mks -Js'>llWM 

n,;1<h, ,nm! ,mJ Dirt·uor 11f Pm Pla)f.'r Pcr,onnd fk do,eJ hi, :-.FL ,·::rn:-r <1> d11d" u,lfr['' "-"'11.il u! !he 

Fhocni~ C;_,rt.lmJh 1mm l'!X'J-'.4 

!Jrid;epnn llirh Sdu~,l hnnorn! fobln b~ "Jrnin: !he 1tn:et rnlLrnre 1n P~rlm, Fidd a, 'Bin Jnbl(, Wa:i"' 

~m.11hrn na :\11:;. 21, 2mm, <l<'dh:,11ttl it, h<mw comrkx a, "'Hill fohko h,,_,:t,;i/1 Stadium"' 

m niw.- pm~, ,,s ,, ''"''"' for O,,ct, [)~ • md 
ww111Jh,cm c:I wmrn w1,,mcihclh ,1111111mFnrhi, ,·;i=r- DJv.'-'m x,·numd f<,r """'' 1bn '.'-JO) ,,]l P"'P'-""' 

/nm ,:,,me~ v.i\!, rnpm,, 
,, s.~>b11trnn,, h~ e;emed ~ ,t,ci:nz spot"' a !iaebd;cr. 
S:at~. DJv.,nn ~mbl ~, ~ 1'-'<>·)C& :O.!nunl,,in~rr rnd 

[)Jus.,n'"J' ,,i,., a th,-,,,, )C«r ,uricr m b..:.,l~tb,,!1. ,\n~"'i his m.mJ hnop ~;chlirhts ,q, a Ji>-prnm v.nhum 

,>tair.'1 Wh~ding P.d. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley (Athlete. J990s) 

lJm·id /Jmll'y (bdw Cit:, !!i;:11 Sdm,1L CLM nr !993) PaJen Cit) pn,h 1hd! "" 
4u~lit: ha,f.e1b~I!. To thJ\ end, DaqU B.,_1k:, "on Jhe ,hnn ht of rn:::1! \\"i!,k,w,. 

ll<>,ky ,1u, a '<-\lnl1g \ermr a;! the 1">) \\f!zd C<>l<nl) Scb~,L The w,mnµ al-.<> n;,nd;,\d 
imu a .;ea Mi of WildcJl "imnne: a, lht Grec11 & While a,hancttl to !ht Weq Vir~in;a 
,1a1e 1n1uname11t rn !'Nl uml \<})'.;_ o~orh Bnb !lunon\ 'Cahall<'. 1;r,1b\x,d !he OVAC 
nn11,,s rn !hr (992 and !99.1 ,ea,om. All tnlU. p,,,kn _ _(',ly \\O!l gJ nme1 m1cl ln,t;mt L.'. 
dunng Bmk1 ·: Jmif-lcar hrn,p c;,.rttr. Wtnk the \\,lck-ah "!''" ""rning., !Jmlty ""' 
"·,,,_,-,ns. !le {i,mh~(! his rri:p ,1;1)1_ 1,!lh t,99fr (Nm!!\. mclt«Jm:c a wm"r camr.Hf:11 m 
"h,d1 hr nt!ltd 2'1.2 fXlrnl,, 7 H ~,1:sh ,md ,e1en n:bounJ, per >!an. ·1110,,. tnf!:,· _ m1m­
hs:·rs earned !nm !he .:;1pw.111<:) nf lht• a.lht!tt' !eam. l k _.sa, al,,, c3ptam of I.he ~11-{)\',\C 
l((UJd tbt ;,cm and \\a\ honwed by !he Dipper DJn> !m mt:,tJm.hng ach1ewmrm. D11w1.~ h" _,nplmrnnre ,rn<l 
JU11JPf c,ea1rnh, the .'i ft.) I b,\(:lvllt!l dandy fJmet! :iJH)\-AC :mtl ,ill-1tJte h,1r11p; a, Pat!tn City ~,klncd In 
the \WW lOLIITIJJt\Cnt ca;:h "inlEr. 

Bn,ky ahu made""' of bi, ,:,;><:1b a!hktid,m !",tar"" tfw frnd,a!1 tidd fnr :\1i_1t _FLum,·,;,. l1w: fuur-J<'ar 

~t'!.~1if~~::t 1i1t~1~i.:~-, :: 'l'.~~1i~;ba~~-u~r:·it~!i3~~\;\ ~:~:l1t~:~h;~\'~"!{~ 21,: !!_:~~~ ~~:: ~:\~'t: ~:1'.l\1t:,','~; 
"""" a, a ,en,m \in,ky wa, iumed !u !h \\c,! \jrpma Spmt, Uli1mare :\!!-Srn:e IH1lh.,ll leam. A1 a y.m:nr. 
he rnmp!rred (f)-<>t- f !:! 1m1e, for 'Y)5 :-an.ll ;iml e1gl1l 1\luch<lo,1 n,. flt ah, nhhn! fnr 5.5') ;;ml\ and II\ TD, 
Bm!e1 ,1:i., also a ,idbr pumcr, a•era;;in~ ~6.l 1a,J, on ~9 boots. 

llo~ky aim m~_ue hi, prnflh'<' fr!! in frad, ai1<l fidd. lie'""' Jn OV,\C hmr; j11111p champ",,n ~ml also \ta, 
a state nmne,-up m 1he Jrn).,ncttr hunlfo·,. 

Hmk_: 1,~,1.. hi, v;l\l ba1ke!b;1IJ 1\..ill1 to 1he ne.xi kwl. earning ;1 ,ehofar,hip In l..SU in !he lHSSl'<l S!:C fk 
pbJe<l trn1r )tar1 for le;;emi;11y [hie Brown. \\hn rriirt'd a!!n !lu,!c.\ -., ,enir,r cai_npm;;n. In Bmk:, ', fin"! 
rt;;ular ;ea'1m i;:1me, he nene,! the fin;:l fn_t1r prnnb pf !he ;;am" ln pve Hnmn his fir>H'\ tr trrnmph m_Er 
~o!an Rid:.tr<l10111 Arbn,a, Razml.:m·k; wis·t 1h~y Jnl!led !he S[C m 1991 Bo,kJ w:i, a,;~n!ttl !he LSlJ"<, 
Director Cup for ar~demic ncdlencc and wa1 n-rngnilt'd a, a11 SEC Sdmfar A!hktc 

Class 
of 

2010 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Frank Baxter (O\:>\C 'Contributor') 
frank Jt,~wer (Bridgq,nn Hi1,h Sch,,nl, Claso nf !9~9). \\"hen :mi 1hm\.. nf 

Bridi;cport Hi.)!h Sd1<x1L tlus !5 sun,ly nne ofth,: r~m,es 1ha1 ~orncs lO mind. ,\flcr all. 
lla\lCf 11as part of the BmJt:qx,n sch<m! S)-Slem for mo," than Ml ;-ear> as a omclcm, 
athlete, wucher. coach m1<l atlrnmistrnl<J'-

As mi mhlete, he \\US an all-0\"AC IH;m,.w-ce i11 !001!:i-11! as a tcn!er-!inebad:e, a11d in 
bskethatl \Shen, he a, ~raged :5 pom!s 1><:r e,1me a> a .semor. Afkr a ,tir-t m 1he am:c"<l 
senic~>:\ ,h,ring 1he K<"l!Vm! War, he ernoile<l m Wes1 f.i!xny Slate Co!kg~ "hen, he 
pla)C'\i football aml r:m lrJck im! rt'<·ehcd a bachc!or·s ,fogrc-e, Lm'l' rc'Cenrng !:is 
rnasicr ·s from the Unl\cr,;ity ofDa; 1rm_ 

A Her 1earh,11g iTTld coochmg J1_lhmc;, i!le High Sdmo! for_m,e ,,·men, h,: 1_ctumcd 
rn ht> nlm3 m~tcr 3nJ began an mrn;,:hble -17-,car run 35 Bndgqinr(s n;hkm, d1rl'CWr 
long~>:11 temrrc in OV:.\C hiswr:, retmn)l in 2rnl--\. 

!_'rom !%2 tu l'l80, he al.su dm,hkd 3,; tlic BuUdop'_ head_ bo;,-,· b11.skdm!I u,3d1. Frnding tb~ team_ to~ 
.10lid 2(,').l'.!S 1"\."'Cord. Ilia !Cam, \\Oll fm.1r 0\'AC dtampmn1h1p, ( 1963, '66, "72 .~nd '7.J); t..\ scu~\lnnal \lllcs; 
mo distric1 cnrnns and ,me rc;;iornil ~h~rnpt0mhip. Bndgcplrt pmlc'tl ,m unhs'<ltcn n:gubr senwn ia !966, 
endin.',l "iih a fo13! 1J•l n,rnnl and the L'l'l Class .-\ strrie poll d1:1mpmmb1p; and fini-;hed a\ ih1.• 1%9 Ohio 
Class A nmner-up "Hh a :!5-: record at a 1irnc "hell !here ""'re onl; !"" cl:n;;e1 in 1hc s:a1e. 

Baxter""-'""""'" 1he Oh,o Ch,, A "Cn,1d1 of the Yc~u-.. m 1966 mKI l=arne 1he fo,1 n-.;1p<e'11l nflhe 0\"ACs 
all•s1x~1s "Tmdi of1he Yc';ll"" a"anl m 19Nl. !fo """' ah" sek,m,<l _bs1w1 Ohio and fat&tem Di,mn ··Coach nf 
!he Y~'alr'' on se,cr;\I occ:1.rnm5_ !n !'/83. B,1~ter Wilo th:: Eastern D1,mct ··A1hlttic· Dm:-cmr of1he Y,:.v·· and h'-' \\a; 

i"'h,cwd into 1lw OhinAthktk Ac!mini:maturs !fall off am~ m !99~. !k h:>s alw b."'t"'!1 n..s::o;;:niwJ b~ the Ohm High 
School [l;i;,k1bal! Ctxichcss Asv:x:uurn,, the ~ais:miih :\kmorial lla,hc'ths.iil Hail ofFanw tliroueh the OHSA.-\ 111 
l'ISS and ,1ilh the Earl! bherfidd Coach1.-;;,\"anl rn the O\.AC Ba;Jctlhlll C!Jss,c m !%7. Ha~lt'<nxci,t's! tbeCar! 
Hamill A»ml fium 1he Upper Ohio \illie; DJppc>r Dan Out> in 2(/0.'l m>ll >1hm the iw,1 Bndgc1iort ll;rh Schcd 
,,as a:m,m,cted. the fl=· at !he Joha J. Ha, !ic-ek Gymnasium 11-as ftlllK'I! Fr.ink !h.uer Cottrt 

82 

Rick DcLuca (OVAC 'famHi') 

Hid. IJe_L,m1 (\Vmn:n Cunso!idaJ_ed High Sdiool, Cfoss of !970). Prnbatily 1he 
o_nlv q11es11011 H.'l.'.ardi1w Dd,11ca i_s 111 \1hJ1 aspect of the 0\'AC ha,n·i he nwdc a 
<,1gllificanl c(mtr!hurimi. \\'hc:hcr 1!"s 1hc ardllous task of compiting ihc cm1frc1cnec 
s1mu!i11g,. ,_ef"\ing un \arion, rnmmi1tc-es. dl.'\tlGping new ,cntmcs, rnad1mg am! 
n en rcpmtmg the e,ent; through (he media. De Luca has dum: it _a!L 

! k ·, the one" Im put> 1l1£Clhcr the 11cek!y s1m1d_i11gs ma majon!y of ,port, in 1he 
0\'AC mdwJing fon1blt HJtlc:,ball. boys· am! £1rh' basl..e1lmH and bJsd:ial!. 

h 1,a;; Dd.11ca \1,h\) fommb1rd 1he OVA{' bilsketbal! pb\utlS.. seninu as the 
director of 1hat e, ent am! "lm also rnmhined 11 i1h 0\'AC' ExNuthe S(•rn:tar:; 
fom Rmaiczak l1J es1abbh the 0\-AC \fu,em11 a bisrnricat Inn!.. af the eonfor· 
rni:e. it, sdwels ;md mhktes throughout the ;ears - 11hid1 ii housed in WesBanrn 
.-\n;na m \\"f-1edin11. 

De Luca nho ser\es oa tht OVAC \'ol!e:,ball Committee, the OV,\C Basdrnll Cnm111i11?e. the OV,\C 
Hmhlcrs Commil1c-e and the OV,\C Schnfarship Commillee. 

!le a!,o offers 1hrnud1 hi, DeLuca Realtv busmess 1cnt111e a ye;w!y OVAC \(1!kjb!I 
Sdmlarsh1p. ·- . , 

Dd_\JCa. 11h() als1, ~oach,•d 1!w hl!,lh sdmo! baseba!! !cams at Bridgepnn for llm:-e _;cars and BllckejC 
Luca! for nne }ear, i;; a 1rteran Dflhc Ohb \'alley mc_dia. "llrking for mQre 1han 4\l ;ears as a part·time 
spom,'_[i!Cr m The Times [.ender. !le ,1,1s a threc•11mc !inafat iilr Ohm SpmBwfl!tr nr the Year b:: 
1he Nal!ona! Sport:;,nitcr Jml srumcasters A.1,1:><:mtion and recened fol_lf a"ard> !mm 1hc Oh:o Prep 
Spom11:riters AssociJ_tion. He a,;o l'_mw some afl_!cles for LISA foday m 1!; earl:, :,~ars and has had 
sel't~rnl ll(lll·Sf)utts m1.1des published m rnnmi;; r,:gt(ma! am! na!wn~l ptib!ica1ion,;. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
.John 'Streaky' Haloszka (OmcinisJ 

Jo!w "Slrmkr" flol<H:Aa {~kKmltr \\,s,itinnal Sdwo!. 
A ddK.!1d and.rnlorfol rm.!i,·1du;i! "h~ '"11 

lblmllll 
1;:m1e-> 

lie al,o 11!! 
llllt.'d ,udi pl 
Luc:h amt\· 

ffal!\\1 F,une in l'YHarnJ 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete 198flsl 

.Hdimi llammmul (SbJi,ick High .~dM,I, Cb,, uf [98'1L "!hi, fmmc'.1 I J.dJ 
!"igcr ,1a, a ,1:1ni.kl1ll in thr;.•i.: ,pnn, ,Jurir.~ her rm:p rnR,:r. t,u1 it ,-.1, hJ.,kd1JlJ s,h,-.,: 
,h,.> ,hiru:d 1k flrigh1t's1 

1!.1mrrnmd '""'' a four-),'.l! 
!nur-,c;u car.:n a1 \k<J !.i/>:m;­
stb~\h • 

At Sh:tJ}sid,:, ffammnml w:i., ;J [!Hllifk sh<•ll~r en rtl\lR lO h,:r ,cb~\I-R"'X-'11n.! !5!(> 
flllint1. She Jr.1ix<l ! 12 Llnt'-'-pnml rn.al\. fkr,lf> poi~b. a1 a jurnor. J,mng in a p.nw 
'1fJ.1lh\ B"tLeJ-' :,·onh 1, al\o !il)h in sc1~~,1 hi\mry. 

!lming her Jilr.HW <,c>J;\m1. ll;unnwnd tu·:am,'. ju11 !he' ;,.,;;nm[ frn1ak m ()liin \',lliL"; 
.1H 1x,im, a i;anw a! .'O.J. Sh,: l<J.\ nm~ !llJ.ll J 's<:,m:r, [~mnn. J., she a,n:1/c\! 'I 1 
1tcah m\d Jnlkd h7 thn.~-!¾l>IH g,:;t!, 

,\\ a <.eni,,r. l!Jm1rmnJ awmg~d 2X.l poim, a gam,; ;mJ wa, n;i.mnl all-(lllio tb i,inn !V S1;11e !'L11ci of 1tw 
YeJ.rh~ l,!]'L Sl-walsoa1,'ragd ':l:i rd.,mw.la, 8.1 a,1i,b. t,5 1tc•,1h, ;!¾1\.Jl{ p.·n·c·m f'rnm lhc'. lk,ir. W,( P<'ln.:m 
J! \he lilli.: am! :iX pi.:rcc'n! t'mm 1hn:,:.poim rJJJ~c. 

!!am1rnmU ,,_11 r.amo.! K-.:oml-h-:1m ail-Oh;n l-11 ·n1i.: A,-;:11:!atcd Pn::,-, n,icc a;id cs;11 "'ki.1et! IP 1he Obn 
:-C,mll-Snmil A!l-.~Wr GJ.rm::. She I\J', Uf¼;llll nf thZ. a!H)VAC tram Nice 

lfam11wnd at,11 ,k,ullio:J u1 :1 ooW~tl! p!aJa ;md 1hm1,.-r fnr [)4: trad ir;un 
Sbi ..:-a11w,! li:.nir kiter, in "'f!fCill and ttm.:c mnn: in 11:icL Sh..:- .s;11 an ;i)).(}V,-\C liN iwm '-<:kctio" th''-'" 1in-.:, 

ia l<lflli;ill Jnd om;~ an Jl!-0/ti,~m 
In 1,a,·k, ,he wa, ,m ull-[a1t~m Di,:rin p:rl<,rnwr in 1hc ,tu,r pul :mt.I t!i'l.·l11. 
At W,:q ! .ih:l\j. Jl.murnmd \\:lS ct /nm-:,•ar ha1k1b;il! slJ<llT. Sh,: orn1t"s! 2.l.'iO prnm1 fmm J<y)l).'J_'-. "bid1 I' 

,:ii! the \\\:1t I .iix:r1y !t'Gm..l and 1hird-k"-t in WVIAC hi,tory. lf:nmtmn<l. 11hn als,, ;urr~,J in ,.nl\\Klll ai \VJ}-;C 
,s;11 tlw <,:nmd kmak athk1c w t,c imluctcd tn the \\'<:si !.ih:ny Spo!1-"> !!Ji! ur bm~' 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990s) 
ffrrm1bei (Weirton .\l,1dmmJ llifh Schools Cb1, nl" !l/'-HJ. Tim 
Hnn .SJ', ,me nf the m,,,t pwlific and w1,dfi,h h;1,h1h;1ll pb}t!~ Imm 

~, ~,,~ 

r Lg 

Class 
of 

2011 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 1980si 
Jrlf S»·l'i/~er 1Hrnol.,: l!i~h Sd1n•nL eta,, IJ[ l9H7L Thi., fomH'r llnim .,,,a, Hille" 

ll,:;Krihcd hy hi, high 1~hoo1 cnadt l'aal ··nud" Billiard, as the !ie,t playn h~ <:>\Cf 

n1ad1i.:d 
He·~ tldir.i1dy nni.: <11"\hc most dn:oraitd llroi11, 1" ~umc (wm th~ ,:orid rrnbrJm 

s.hc-n i\ "'h thG Ohio V;1!ky t1nq1111. 
S,;dl.nr helped k.id the: !lrui11\ (n bacl•W•!Mck ;ipp,caram.:..:-s in !h..:-W~q \"irgi11i:1 

1ta1t; ~hamµi,m,l1ip game ,ha quartc1ha,·k tfurin~ hi1 _iuninr am! '<.'!Hot season,. lk 
a fi>ur-}c,1r 1n,1m,1,1y rnr tile prni;ram, .,pcnd111g tim..:- a., a rnn11i11g hact. Jcl\'11-
h:1d.. nnd kick rewmc-r bdi,rc ,lii!iing 10 quarkillad,. 

1\s, a ,mine "hen the Bn.1111, !inislied ! J .2 a, the ,raw m1mcn1p. S"cil!a ,ct Jll 
Ohm VaHcy n.-cm-;l for IOl,ll }<tnlugc with 3.JlJ'J. lk al,o <Kc·;mmcJ for JI, t<>rn:h­
dm1n1- or tii, .)an.t1ge 1niit hcb:n.! 2.20J iw,,in_;i: 6H rn1hmg amf 522 011 kk~ rcwm,. 

1\l!cr flWl .,emrn ,ca,,m, S1,e1!f'cr. 1,hnaho ,limed 111 b,1sdial! for the Brum,. rcpc,u.:d "111hc !iN team 
all-s:atc ,qu:l<l Jml 11;1' nmwll !he• c~plain or· the ,,ffcn,11c uni!. !k "a' Jl,o 1mmcr-trr f,1r the Kennedy 
,\\,urd !hit( ,c,h<lf!. !k wa, (v,ic·c numcJ all-(lV,\C anJ ,i!l•_\'allcy and w;1, the ( ial<lfJlk S1a1ic !'b}tr ofihc 
'fra1. lk 11;1, a!sn INct! m tlw l.1SA firtlay a, Wcq V1r;:1rna P!a:n nf the Year ;rnd an h<1nnrahk mcm1rn1 
1<1 th,: rap,:r·, ,\ll-Arncncm Team 
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S1,c111er flwn ac,.-cp\c·d a 1d1n!Jfihip tu the l.'nncn,ity nf' ,\J..mn. ,\\ WJ> !he ca,c at Jlrnukc. S"cit1cr 
a, J kKk n:lum~r am! r1mrn_ng ba,:t klorc bcnimmg th.: <\\Wl'ti:tkrd. !or !_1h tir;;i! t,10 wa,om. 

mo ;car,, S\h'llrcr p.;111cd !or 2,7.J4 11h!d11> IH1h "fl Ai.rnn:, i:an."t'.r hung. fk passed !t1r 15'N 
a_1uninr 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Bob Jeter tAthlclc • 1950s) 
/loh )f!la /\\'ctr Hi;J\ l ! 1,, o( 19~6) P,h 1h!, th n <ht pi,,m'I, l\ 

nanw \l) bridp; the trnn,iHEltl ,,~rc"uh:,t ,d1twi!, l!\!Jl 1,,1,~r 1•n! ufoc l 
1ion i11 the Ohm \';1!k:. !k ,1;.:, a muJti-,prn; staml1mr Jt :S<Tfc'pili:'1 Otmh::r 
!!i;;!1 Sd1,m! \ll \\'cinun lhn>t![h h11 Jt!l!Hlr <.cJ,nn nf !9:'i5. Willi 111h'tflliinn 
i11 \\bt VirginiJ, !w 1i1mhrd m W.:ir Hi;;ll Sd1m1l am! became the fiN b!ad. 
athk!c !fl be n:cup.nrtcll Wl the ,\II-Sui.: Ji1n:!1d!! ,d,·nion, b; 1!1,: W. \",1. 
Spom Wrircr~ ,\,,nnatirn1. ,\ rno-11ay ]1Jcf.:, b,: w;i, a 1hinl team dinkc. 

[n !Ji, <HI\! ,c,Nin ;1t Wdr lli):'11. he lldp, .. '<l 1k Htd Rick'1' tn an 8-1- ! r'-·n,rd and 
the (IVA(' Class A,\ filk. 

R.ccrui1cd by !ht'. [,imwr,n\· nf !<ma. hi: kcam,• ;\ 1hr,'t.'-1c;1wn 
rq:ular. A, a ,,:1ll11r, \lw 1\H-!lig Ti::n llnnon:c ,<:1 a Ho,-• Ho,\! m,hin; 
rno U,:c;:ick, h.:fon.' hrnkcn hv l1SC\ \!arm, All:n. Jc•Ja n1'!1cd for l'J! 
,1nd scored nn :t r,:.-,,nl 8)-1·:ln! T!) nm in a YJ-1-1 »in ;i;,s Calif,irni:i. 

,\ltn h,:ing sckd;.'d to phy m lhc E.i,t-W,:q Shrme (i:mw. he wa, 1k :'\o 
(ircoi !Jay l'ackcr', i11 J'/6() hut 1,p1nl 1n plJ)' w the C;m:ufon hiotha!l l.<:Jp1c 
l!.C Lmrh and the l!a1nilum T1i:cr Cm for 1,1,l ,ca,om. !k !hen jninc1l 1!w !'.1d.:cr, 
bal·~ \\iJc n:tci,cr am! plajcd Ill 1lm~c <,1m1rh1 '.\rl. ,1-1nning d1arnp11>n\!i1p pm1c, 1tanul the 
fir>! !l\u Sup:<:r f!mli pmJc_s [pr Ilic 1111ining l':11:ka, m !'166 ;ind J<N,7. An :\H l'rn ll\lC<." ;mJ a Pm 
Hm,I sd<:cWHL he' pla)::d dgh\ \TL w;11on, ;1nd filmhcd !ii, c:m:cr ],y pb:,-ing !hr::,: '>c'<N\11, 1,i1h 
the Chk,1,::0 lk:u, 

A nwmh,'r nf th<-" W. \',J. Spmh ll.111 of Fam~ :rnd 11pp,.,•r Ohio \',dky t\:1p;x:r !l:in !faH of FJme. 
he wa, \he I (}70 DJppc'f J);m M:in ol 1Jw Year. ki~r di~d rn 2(){18. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Crag Miller (Alhlcle • 1970s1 

Craig ,Hiller (llridgcpmt High .Sd1<>0L nf 1979). lk an .111-,tar 
fim1baU p!JJcr and ,iam!nat ha<kthall p!a:,,n !he Hullrlnw,, H 1,;i, m 
lrnd. am! lie Id 11 lu;rc Mitkr h rcnwrnh,:rcJ a, ,mt of the Jxq to c1cr pt:rfmrn 
in the I lhio V,1lky. 

Miller lrn! wpcrll ,i,c al 6 It ., and 2!Kl p.mrnh 10 h.: the puni1hi11g fullba.;k • 
1inch11J..:cr am! the m~fcd po11_ir1 ba,lc:h:\ll tlMl Ile wa,. bm lhat \itc ww, cum!1inc_d 
I\Hll f.fl.\\t ,p.xd 11!ud1 he lltlli!td tr, CXL'd m tlm:c di,tirt<:t ~·wnl, m tr.ick. !l.s 
all-;m~irnl \Cl'Lllifay di.;w him lltt: Wg ;c, the l\11l!<J,,;;,· lt~"l ,cP>-Uik athlctc ,111<.c: 
1"1m lfa,tkd,, 

Milkr 1-;h th<.' ;;n:a1c.,1 di,rn1 thnmcrol"hi, cra. lk us-"t! hi, dnn;;arn! f,;m1c 
and IU]1':rh mhktiliWl 1n !l\:Cl!lW the fim Ohin Valley jlITJh!Cf f(l Mn! thc plann 1l1"!1; th,m no kc:L 
c,t1h!i,hing a new 1·alky ,tam.Lml with hi, !72-10 10,, it\ lhe di,uie1 meet :t, ,1 s,cninr. ln the >2 yr,11, 
<.!im:, nnly t\1<1 d14;u, Hm1"~" haw bcncnx! !hai mark. Milf_cr wa, slrnc nmm:r-\!p in the di,rn, a, a 
M:mor 1\lnlc al,n placing 4:n>mJ m 1hc !ldfain: Relay, a, a Jt111ior and wmor. The fll">crfu[ !Jul!dng 
a!,o r;mkcd ll'i!h lhc pn:min ,lmrpun_cr, ,bring 1h,1l tl!ll<\ u1H1ing a !~q of 52 kd. Milkr '-'l': equally 
;ukpt rn1 t!i.: tr;Kl 1,h..:n: he wa, a pm11,:.w11c IHgh lnmJkr. n:wrtling the hc,t !!111C m 11w Ohio V,1fk5 
a, a 1cnior with a ~rnri.:hing 14.7 docking. 

ll.lilicr wa, aho a thrcc•;car kncrnwn at llridgqx1n in h:t,l..ct!ult 1,hc.c he 1,a, the kading n::!t1Hmda 
for Co;ich Frank !l;u1cr c:iLh ,ca,mi .. \li!lcr ;\lcraged l'.>-4 point, a 1:nnw .i, ;1 4:niur. 

lrt foo1!1a!I, he earned ;i!Hlhio. alHlVAC am! a!I-Valkv honor,. alkr a ,rnilH ;c;1r 11hid1 ,aw him 
lota! 105 rmims, \\hicl1 indudnl !lm:c !idd g<>~I, :11H! 2! (ic·king !'Al\. annlhcr ,ign nf lll', a!l-amund 
r;dcnb. lie wa, a blndin)! ftl!lh;Kk. bur ;ti!I ma11agc<l -t.l.:! yanh on ju11 9lf tote~ fnr (he 9, ! Bal!doi:\ nf 
C11ad1 !hie llnirn:y. lie abn a,cr;1:;n.! .JH ynrJ, pi:r pHnt. 

He nptcJ to accept a li.)(HhaH ;,dm!ar-.h1p in Miarm of Ohin lfohcr,iry, 11kn; h<: kncr.:d foar )Car, 
a_, a tight end am! '-<l'> acrnn!cJ sr!H,!1\C honor. as ;i jm1i11r. 

Willie Clay (Athlete. 1980s) 
l\'illie C/ny {Lindy SchnoL ( ·1a','> of l'J88). :n1i, former C1Lk! di,! i! a!I dunng 

hi, f.,ur }ears "n l1'-t.· Whcdmg c·ampu,. Wh,k k11cr, m llncc ,pm,. 
ii 1,;:;s ,m the fomhaH fidd 11hm:: he m.1dc hi, imp,1e1 ln the L1,k:,· 
pmµrnm. 

Oay "'h 1he unquc,tinm:d lc,idcr am! mmt n.'<.:ngnircd rlaj,:r on tc:un, 1,hid1 
'"'n '.!.1 cnnc,:,:utnc gantr-> am! r~oirJcd the faq 1"0 unddca1d '-<'.asmt1 m ir,:: 
,dllN<!', h,st<>ry 1'hc'I1 i1 fo1i;[wd 10-ll i;i 1986 aml 9-H in Jl)l\7 E\'-Tllinf! a, J ddcn• 
,ne hatk. "i,k r,,:c::hcr ant! k1,~ rciumcc Cb; cm1nJ numt.'CT11" pt)1h,:J.1<lll h,,,ior, 
dming. hi, c~JT<.T ,\1 a O(:nior. <k1pilc 111c Ca,k:s' nm-fa,i n1frr.1i.e ;.d1cnic~. Chy 
mJn;ircd fn ,-~ich :m p;h1c~ for 428 ::mJ, and 1h~ toud1\lo»m. !k a!sn t,w,l I"" 
lickuff, h:ic'~ for l<H!chdm,n, and bd fh>'C im~n.Tplinn,. lk \,a, 11JJ11c"t.l ;11!-S1m::. 
;11!-0V,\C am! JH- \'J.!lcy. lk \\a, the cap:;1in "f tbt hiJ\•Sch,m! lt:m1 ;iftn hi, c,.;n;,,i ,c\Nm 

On !h>'C ti.1,ltrb:ill U>t!11, Cby ktl the C:idch i~ hi11uiior <,<;;1;11n "ilh a 175 
11-hik ,hrn,1inµ ~8 p:rcem from tile fht1>L lie aicn pa,1nl nm !70 a1'>i>b rn 
,mtl aH-V,1lln 

!11 ih,· \[Fili~, Cl.iy !it up area lu,c!>aH <li.tnmnd,. lk tianccl Al.\ .ti a 1cnim Jnd \\al name<! ,ltHJ\"A( 
and aH- \'allc\ 

[k,pite Ju~ 1m-rcv, nn ,o m,lll)' ,ur_fai:c,. it "~' f(~llhaH !hJt 1,a1 hi1 ,a11inµ al thr m:H le1d 
acccp!Cd a ,dm!arship I(> :tm:m! ricorg::; Tech Llrmcr,;ty 1,!K·r.: he e;imtd alh\CC h,rnor, 
time. C!ay lidd 1he Ydlow fa,ket1' ,chnn! r~,.-nrd for imrr::·crrinr., 1 !6f ~fin ,taning 111 
bJ<:HidJ fN 1hn:c \GlW1h. 

fn 19'11. Cls:, wa, dr;1H~d in 1h,: ~igh1h !<ltmd hy rli~ !ktmit 
J le ahn pl:1) n! for 1hc ;s;,,w Englam1 !\1:nut, l\,r lhn;,: ,c;Nlll'> 

T.J. Hannig (Athlete. !9911s) 
TJ. ll;umig /1.ui-,Jy Sdl<1'1i­

cxcdkd a, ;111 ;1il-,m1m1J athkte, 
higgc,t impa(L 

l!J.rmig: ,:;arnc<l limr letter, for \he C;1,k1, a, lhdr ,uning: pi.:dlcqi,:r fnr h';1m, 
"hich pmt~>J ~ 71l-11- l0 n:rnn.l. !nd\td<:d Ill !how '-<.'.h<Hls \HTC \ll<l OVAC ;1U-da;., 
!ilk~ in !')'-)2 and !')<)4_ 111e C:1,kb \\->'CfJ: »innin~ the:,,: ti\k,; hccau1<: np1¾,1i11µ 
!caim _iw,! Louh.!n"1 g:ct 1hc ball pa,t Hannig. 1\ho ><'! the Obi<> Valley record "illl --II 
(CU'\:CC'I' <,huHniLI. (h::ra!L he rmnc<l a O 88 goal, >lftlllht ~wrag,:. I !1, c~pi<HlS didn·t 
pi unrinticcd. !kw;::, twi,·c n;:m1d .tH-0\'AC am! .:apt;iincd 1hc alt-Va!l~y lcmn a, a 
,rninL He wa,abo named (,aroradc: !'!a)anfthcYcar;m,J a fl1mde AJ! .. :\mcnc;m 

( ln lhci lw,lctbaU crn,fft. I fannig blow1mL>tf ;\\ a ,cmor. st DO Ilg n~mly i 7 pnima a g,mic, Jll<.! g«ihhing 
ci;ht rdi.mn,h rn mmc Ill all-OVAC ,111d al!-\',1lky ac~duck~. ln track am.l Odd. ll;:nrnf. c-ompc1cd ma 
hc\·y nf n':nr,. hut it wa, m 1hc long JUllljl 1>!_icn: he srn,l<l out. lk sd \he: OV,\C rcYon.l ,rnh a rn:ul d" 21 
feet. 7 ]/-t mdic, and \\1lll lhl"c'<.' crn1kn:nc\" 1ilb, (high lrnn.Hc~. high JU mp ,ind !img JUnlp). 

ffannig ~,-sTp!cU a ;.dm1ar,hip for ;,oc-.:cr to the, Unh,•r\ity uf [n,Jiana ,,hrn• f-w >t.in::d in 1wr l"r1•m !'N7 
2/X¾lam.l n1111hc>J No. l 1n lU tmtory 11rth42 s!Jm(1ub and ~rnml m 1·1c10rie\ 16.il. The• l!r"r,icr, pb)<.'d rn 
f(>ur crn1¼.>t:11ti1e NCAA l'in:tl J't,uVi. 11 inning the: NC:\A titk, In !'J'-J8 am! 199'\ Jd"c,uing Stan rum 11-1) 
anJ San\a C!ar.i. ( [-0). fi:\jX.>t:tivdy. ll.mnig ;md {lV,\C Jf\d NflA !fa!I nf Em1cr lnhn !fa, fa·c~ (!lml&q1nn 
High) ant irt,, only 11;n_llVAC pruJucb tn play in lhr.:c rn11scrnthc NCAA 1ilk ~rnllc>. !bnnig·_'> nJm~ _l1 
al! ,11cr th,• fnrl1m;1 l11111enuy rt'<.'nrtl t~xll-. !k ra11~, 1c,crnh ;1t !U 1inh 176 1a·,,:,. and ihc 2J ,1rnmc, m 
!')98 :m: lil>cl for the• !1101\ in U ¼'sl'Clll 

Af\n hi, c,,lkgiJJecan't'.r. Hannig 11·a, ,d,u,\I i,\ the Ml5 Draft and '1~m tillt.' »i!.h !H. Foit,:d. lk a!-.n 
pb)l'tl l(1r tl1<: !'iu,l~lf'Jh RiwdKKimb 

Ashley Battle 1A1h1c1e. 21100s) 
,hflll'J /Jatl/i' ftin,!y S'cho,,I. Oas'> nf 21Hl/. When .:t1IJ.."t.l Ll\ twine 11\s; frt.llc'S\ fllh 

h,1,lc'll:,;11! p!ayeP> in Ohio \'alky hil1rnJ. tl:i> !nrnia L,l(y Ca,kh- n:mK" i, ;iJv.a1, one nJ 
lht' fiN rncrn:,111<."L And hr rood re:bnn 

Ba!lk amwd na the: Un1lr ,:;;impu, .it 
htr fr,,;n lk mugh \~YtiUll "'""",,,;"''""" ,,,,,,,,,,,"''"· 

Jdrni,,it>n, ;,;q rri"r 
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Pat Miller (Athlete· 19711,) 

l'.tl ,\hlki HI (Shadyside llish Sdmnl. Cla,; or !'J7'J). lk ,-.1, ;1hk ti>d« »list Jc;. 
a:hlctc, c,m dn, Jh;ll king a ,1ar in 11,n ,pnm during 1hc 1it111C ,,:a1011 

Milkr W<h 11(llhiHg >h<'rl nf' ,emaiionJ! for !he -figcr-. !11 bw,cha!!, kH,:rmg four 
!imc->. Iii, tn:mcmlmt\ di;m1,,11d 1imc did nntlu11g tu ad,cr,cly irnp;1c1 hi, 1racl caP-tr 
11hcrc he wa, ,:;qua!ly a, exceptional. 

-n1e talented Tlg,:r wa, als,1 a Mdtar ffiddc1 ,md a/co po,;4;~,cd lhc pnmc,, tn 
ff,llllMW ,;i!h a ] .. '14 ( ff'.-\. 

;',lilkr capininrd the Tiger h,1,cbaH team f'1.,1h ;:s a junior am! a ,rniHr, the laucr 
,c~son nn,: m »hich he !li1 for a ,iu!ing A3! a.-e«igc. ·n1a! pnll'cd ;1 ,prinsho:1rd t" 
be ,,;k;.;tcd to p,mic-ip,He in ;he All-( lhi,, !!Jc,J,al! s~rk,. 

!k ,1a, ~dcctnl an lc!H!l. :t!l•'>!;;r;1l! r,,ur 'L";twm ,md JIH:;r\1cm Distiici three ,c,Nm,. :\1i!!c1\di&m<111d 
~~p!oits camc'd him a t1.1,dnll ,chol;ir,hip 1') Ohio t.:ni,cPsi!y. 

While hi, prq1 t~1,dJJH !'C\ll!llC h tj\Ji(c gliHcriITg. it may lnhc ;i had:.,c:H W hi, 1rad. ;md field ac-umip!ish­
!llrnL,. ~lilkr ad1itTt'tl the ii!1m1:uc by 1\Hltllng the ;,\a!c pok ,;ml\ mk m !'J7lJ. lk a]sn fi.1wi1d 11x1h m lh>'C 
hi;!h l_mrdk, u1 the ,amc ,1:Hc mccL !k ,,,,n_,·inu:t!!y c:1,cryyok vaultrnmp,:ti1irn1 a, ,.i_<.tni,,r._ncqn fnr lll:: 
Hd!;nri: H~by, ll11id1 11;1, m !h lic;day. :\hlkr wa, !hmJ m the pnk 1;ml1 Jnd thirJ !11 dv~ h1;h hurdle\ m 
th;it nw;;L fim,hrng u, the lop local ,corer i11 \he '>1i1k\ <,ecrn1d-!argc,t me<.'! Jt the time. 

i1lc !C!Tifie Tir:~I \\.ti a hrn-limc a!I-Valky lmm,rcc r,nU 1,a, ,ck>s.'lCd fo Thc' ln!dligt.·rk·cr·, ;dHk<.:ar.k 
T'r;1,~ ·!i:am. 

lk cn_1<>}cd mud1 giidin,11 ,11n:c,, a> 11dL T1tc lwnJ-rnrming Tiger earned all-(lhio honor, h,1h hi, jw1inr 
and -.:mor c·amrJign,. -n1c 1hr-~t-.,c,1r rrid kucrma11 wa, lir:,1 1C:m1 a!H)\'AC, aU•\'alky ;md :,11•!',Jl!cni 
Di,mu hi> la,t l\\<l ;.,:;is,111,. 

:l.lilkc ,dm ~cnc:d a, !he: Tiger,· c,1pt,1i11 a1 a ,~ninr, folltmcd in hi, fo!lu:1", f<"-lbkp1 and pLij<:J in the 
( J\'Al." All-S1Jr ( !am,:_ 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 
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\\'c,t [\ihn Bad1, 1-lorida. 
v;rnia Sn .. ·ctr lbll uf' Fame and he rccel\cd a ~;wciul ,n1Mtl ln11 

,lil C!t1b 
ll \Clt:ran ,\lm w,m,,,m'b<i,m,from bolh !he l'nitcd 
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Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (OVAC FumilJ) 

;m1te,,,hm:d c,1rcc-r kad1111g ::nd co:1chin;; at L111'!y \!ilitH', !Mtitute 
!Jm,· b~,\..etlmll (J\153•72) and lr,rd: ;iwJ a,,1,wn1 rn hrutball ;:nd ;1[111 

c:1Jet k~l111 \SOil i!m:i: OV,\C 1i1k, l'/71 b:,,ht1bJll J!1d j')(,[,62 ll1 
,srn:, !(, .. \ m 1'!57, 15~1 hi !<)7! ,mtl 15-} in l'/72. ,\ Lrmly ,,.:hobr<,!11p 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Art Hehr (,\lhlcte. 1950,1 

_An Hehr (llndi;:q:mrt Hi;;h Schou!, Cla,, 1lf ]<l59f. !le i;r:ufo;;tcJ a, the 
"mnin;e,t c.1recr ,ne,tki 111 1he OVAC, 1,fth t;,n smiight unbeaten ,e:Nm, 
c:ippe<l b: Ohin li\!e\ in !958 and 1')5'J alfrr p!adng third in !he ,we mcel 
a, a viphnmorc. lie ;1;:i<, capt;ii11 of the 1959 Ohin ,tale di~mpi,m1hip 1e;m1 

the fir-! for an O\',\C member.coadiet! by OVAC Ila]! of Farner Genr;:c 
Knv;liick. !le IHlrl hi, b'! 11,0 ti1k~ at 127 [kiund, after compeiin; ;1! l:!H 
1m1mll~ a~ a ,nphmnnre. lie ahn wrn1 three rom.ernti1c O\',\C titk> on 
c1111fcrenn: i:hampio111hip learn,. 

lie aim rnmpeted in football and wa, ~ mcmbernf lhe DuUdng,' fiN-e>tr 
1mht',l!en \C<l_"Hl_m l'J58 am! the fiN BrillFrort tc,nn to <lefeal rival !1.Jarti1l', Ferry in f95h 

Aher ,erv111g m !he U. S'. Army !mm t95'f-62. he e11n11kd a! West Liberty Swte 11lwre he 1.;_:1 u 
member_n_l !he \Ve,t Virgin1;, Conference litk warm 1(1 1%2 ,rntl !%J, ,d10 rnadietl h} Kma\:s:~ 
lk ,:aa rn;uwt! u.nd c<1u!dn't compete for part of hi, college c:ireer. 

A!.ier l:r&Uuatiun, he rn:1d1ed 1ne,;iling a! Wheelinµ, Cnllq;e and .1tined the wre,!!ing prn,_:ram m 
nl<l Sky1-uc High Sdmnl. lie lthn <.'Ela<:he<l ;l,farti11' Ferry lligh !o Jn O\':\C rnlc 111 !%8 ;is. ttd! ;11 
,e,:iinnal. :uid U,,trkt cmw111.. lle 1eneJ .:, a ,ne,t!im: of!kial from !970-ii'fi and a1 a1hktic direc!N 
at Sk)-VIW fnr_ 28 )Car, an<l Mnnroe Cemra! hrn )Ca!"'.tptu<, three }Car<; a, !rad. _uuch at SkJ\"\W. 

llc_hr 11·a~ mJucted imn the BrnJF,epnrt !li!Jl School Spom lbH nf Fame m W! t and 1•a1 the 
recip1en! of1he OV,\C Wrc.,t!ing Coache, '":a.Ir. Mar"" a"anl in 20!1. 

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete· 1960s) 

Va11 ,\hm111(1tdc::; !Sleubc1wine Ca1holic Ccnt1;d Hish Sd1<»11. Cla,-., of 
1963}. '!11!', glt1e-fi11gere<l wide rccci1-er !t:1(! 10 nw\..e bdie1er., rn11 nf enmnk,, 
t.hmtncr, every \tep of his, btillimn footb:11! career. 

111e Crmadcp;' three->JN.1r1 ,tamlm:r wa, ,kemetl ton :,!ov,: anJ 1rn1 ,mall 
tn make it i11 big-lime col!ese fm1tball. After he ~!lr~<ldc<l !hat fallacy. 
,\br-mno" icz did_ ,o nen more emphaika!lv on the pmfe\,;onal !nd. 

After a ,p;uklmg t·arccr at StcubenYilk ·ctcntrd \1-here he W/b h"nnr~d a, 
:m all-OV,\C and all•Ohio wide re<.:ei1cr. the rn!k::e re,;rniter> "ere mm here 
to he fount!. llimcd off by hi, pedcmian-fike 4.S .. fo .. meler dnd:ing. Iii\ !one 
colk~c wlm!m,hip offer (:arnc frrnn Xavkr Linh crsit:, fn Ci11ci11n;1ti 

,\brarmmicz ma:tk the mo,! of tlur oppnriuni1y. ,mJ went on tn enjoy :t rcc,,nJ-,ctlin:; ,t,() "ilh 
1he .\lu.,lcteer-;. 

,\bra:mo1sicz c.',1;1bli>lic'-<l a ho"1 of Xavier reccivim: 1umJ, durin~ a hriUiant fouHe<H c-::recr. 
fr1dmfint'. 11() ~rnche, for 1 Ji85 y;mh a:ml J-1 1nuchdn,\ n.>. ' • 

lfo pmdigioa, mm1b,.:r-; rc,ultcJ i11 him being Jabbed by the New Ork;m, S;linh in the 17th aml 
final rmmd of !he !%7 NFL Draft. 111111 !7th muml pick wrneJ out '" !~ a i;rn1 for Jhe Saim,. 

Abrnmnwiu: carved nu! a pm rarc>er 1ha1 niao::, l!N-rmmtleP> 1u1uld rdi>h. 
Ile ,1a, rn-tant impact m ·~!lie BJ)' Ea,y:· !anJing 50 pa,oe,; for 7~ l Jar!.11 and ,it 1rn1d1do\1 n, a, 

he \l!b one o! the top (rnHendct> !or NFL Rookie ol the Ye.ir h1mnf'>. 
T1,n ~c.11rn1, bter, ,\brnmuw1~z le<l the foJp1e with 7.1 n.:,:t·pliom. !Ji, hif.J:'1''1 ;';fL achic, cmcnt, 

howe,er. \1.1, .setting ;1 k~;ue n.-con.! for .:~telling a p,1,, in !04 nmwrn1i1c pm1c,;, "hid1 ha, ,inn: 
been hwl.en. ·n1e Smnt, deal! Abramnwicz tn the San franc'il>.:n -l'Jer, at!er 1hc sernnd !'.arnc of !he 
197) ,ew,un for <lraf! ch1Jkc\. ,\ner an adj!l',!mcm period. he bernme a 4'lcr,· startrr" 1l1c h_H 1_ ! 
game,.,atehrnti 35 pa11e, for 441 yard;; .is;t.l ~TD.lie re1_ired a!kr the 1974 ,ea,nn, a tam1n1p1111 
,1!11d1 he pahbed 25 p,11,e, !nr San FrJIKis<:o. ,\brammucz pm LIP ,ome lofty number, <luring hi1 
cifht-ye11r NFL <.:areer. lk caufhl J6'J pao,e\ for 5J,:S6 Jani_,; and }9 TD< (n ! ! ! rame1. 

Doug Swearingen !Athlete • 1910,1 
0011g S,n:aringm 01,far1in> Ferry Hii;h SchtmC Clu1s of !979). !k ,1a, hcst 

lno11n for ht> pitdm1g pm11e\1, bu( S11cannge11 wa, a rnulti•sport ,t:1mkm( for 
the Purple Rider-,_ 

hi addilio11 tn 1he dia_nmn<l, S11cadngen_,par!.lc<l o;_i the i;ridi_nm n, 11:,ll a, the 
hard1>rn~f !m Ferry. With that ~al(.!. Swcanngf'n remamo; one o! !he fine1t tmrkr, 
m Ohio \'a!ky prep annah. 

-nw cratiy ,rnnhpa1, 1,a, <l four-} car b;1;cbal! kHcrman for th<' Purple Rider,. 
When no! na the !_Jill. S-.earintcn was a harJ-hi1lini; mitfidJer, 

! le wa, a !l>,Htme nll-Valle\ hnnnn-:e and 11w, a firn-1cam ;1ll•Ohio ,dcdirn1 
a, a \Cnlilr. There ,,:as 110 all-(iV,\C kam bac-l lhen. 

Swearingen 11er1t 6·1 a s,eninr, sompibag a num,rnk H.74 ERA: He fimrttd 13{) battt:r1 111 r,2 1nmng,. 
lk was equally a, potent at the plat,\ bat!mg a mbuo! ..!!2 wHh eight <loubl<:<,, thwe !npk,. one horner 
an<l 14 RBI. lie ln,t the ul!imMe i-.e;utbre.al-.n that ,11m11g. drnpping a 1-0. 10-mning di1lri.;t fi111d n!fa1r 
to Cmliz. I le ~tnv.:k out 20 111 a rm.1te-g11mg dfon. 

Such an nUl"1an<li11g _ptl'_]) career_ ha<l _co!lq;e lncehal! cmche, cme!ing the() !l. 2. !'l5•pm:rnJ ,nwh­
paw. lie d_1ns.e The Ohm State Umwr,1!}. a tk>t:1,mn he 11nuld nnt 1q:n.:1. _S,1canngen 11a<; a four-;-ear 
le!!ermen for !he Bt1d.e:,c,. lk u1mp1k<l a ,parklmt: ~3-13 carttr mark \l!th .i 3.80 ERA_ S1wam1ge11 
w;t1 a ,111-.:-111 'J-! a\ ;\Jllriior. lo,mg oal: tn Oklaliorna in 11-'.t: !'\CAA Rq:irnial. lie 11a1 ,e1..\m<l-lcam 
aJ!.IJig Tc11 t!wt ,ea~,n. S,\eari_ngcn fini1h«l hb Sc.:u-fet & Gray ned for 14th place for l"<lrl"Cr 
mrnm<l wm,, nm1h 1n 11mmg, pitched (:!78} an<l IJ!h 1n ;tni..~o\lh He wa1 the le;un·, .;,1-captam 
11'• n ,;cnior. 

lie 1,a1 <lrafkd by !he Sealll_e Mariner, in !he ::Jn.1 mum.I. Ile pitchnl for four }C:!R 111 (hi: minor;. going 
,<(\.-~2 l\!!h 11 }J(i ERA. S"c:111ni;e11 was 11!1<1 n m~1110Cro! the l'JiC l.; 5._Natio:i:il Team ,1h:rh pa1t1c·1p;1k'U 
m South Kow.L ! le pc,,,icc,:l a J. ! n.,·ofll is 1th 111.25 ER,\ as Ill<' U.S. d.mn,'ti the hmaze ncl1L 

,\ 1110-) ear in foo!baH an<l ba>kctbaH leltemv:n. he wa~ a fi1'l•team aJ!.()VAC tlden1i1e \md. a, a 
,c11i11r amt wa, chmen lo play 1111he OVAC ,\J!.S1ar Football Game, bu! he np1cd 1D b~ !~hi 1be game 
Jue lo hi, Ohm State bu.,ebal! ,d1olar-h1p. 

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980s) 
Chris Starr ( Bm:ke}\' Tr;1i! I !igh S,:hool. Ga,~ of !'-JX6_L Yon 1wme !he ,pnrt 

rmd llm former Warri11r\hmed en mute !oeam1ng l~ v:tr\Hy kner, nm! e\.:n!H• 
ally a 1cho!ar,h1p lo :\liduga11. 

\\'bile frn11b;1II and bJ,~cth:Jll 11ere prioritie, for Slmr. ha,eha!! wa, 11her~ 
he mnde tm i:reuie,t unpac·L 

StarT wa,; a s!:rn<lout 011 ihe Iii!! for the Warrim, and earned fir5t-1eam 
Ohm Cla,s ,\. fiht-tcJm al1-Ea,tern Dislrid and !ir-,Hea111 nH-OV,\C. Ile 
plaj ~c,:J m the Ohm ;-,;:nrfh•Snuth AH-Star Serie\. 

Dminp the ,_ummer 1_mm1h,. Starr >\<11 a 1-.ey omlributnr for the Ma;n:ml 
Poi! 666 American Le poll ;quad 11hich 1,,m ti\ q ~we title, and played rn the 
,\meric:m L.cpon Wodd Series m !')Hf,, 

Slarr <'_:m1ed a fol! basdi;1tt ~dmlar_\hip 10 p!ay for the \Y(1herine, m b;iwb;_11J. He plaJed t,w 
,ea,om m Ann A1bor. w11mrng a Il1g !O drnmpwn<,hip in 191'!7. Due 1il !llJmy. Starr 
ally !r;mlferre<l lo \fti,km:;um Cn!_kge 11h_ere he p1!d1cd for t1H1 }Car,. earning nU-O!uo 
Crmfeii·n~·e honor,. 1 le haJ 125 \lnkem.1ls m !m mo ,ea,mn \I ith ;m ERA o! '.!.8! and w,1, 
a pre-,ca11m :Jl!.,\mcrk,m. but tore hi., ,\CL m the fip,t gmne ,,f tht· ,e;;,mi. 

Crmlinui11g to <F>en;m11c a1hcroi!y, Starr was tlratkd in the (6th mund o! the \fajor !.\'ague 
!fa,dmll Dra1! by the fo;,;::i, Rangep. m_ !'N!. lk pla3ed !lm'e ,eason, o1 pn:1k\\ionJI ha,cb:1IL 

On the !mtbJl! field, S1arr etched 111', name 111tll Buckeye TrJi_l h11tnr; lb 1hc ,ch~,I\ Jll-1im~ 
bickr Ill !},h,mg and rmhm;'. yard,. lie \\/1', an hunnr;1.bie 111~nt1\\n ,1/!,0}w, p,,-L fipJ tcnn all 
OV..\C ,nJ ri.,t !cmn ait .. f:a,:crn Di,,tri..-t. !k l'<is dm,en In pJ;1, in ll\\.' OVAC ,\H-StJr hwdull 
(bmc-. hu! turneJ 1't J,m n J\lc" hi Le1:i1m ba1cb:dl. ' 

Durrn;:: b.\',kclhaH ,e-1,011. Starr :d,~1earnn! all-\late ac-n1bde,. J fe 11;;, namnl 11, 1l1e lbm!,w,un ;:·, 
><d! a1 fo,Hcam dl-OVAC ;,ind ;dl•DiWK! !2 ><jlElth.AU 1old, he ,rn1d '71) pnm!1. :;,ua::inµ 12 
pn1m, a fMlW. !le p;1hhcd J671d1111md,.p;h,cd nu\ 154 !i;s!\h anLl ,hut .;5 pc'!\.Tilt 1rnm lh• tklJ. 

Joe lvlaroon (Alhlclc - 1950s) 
Joe Jlaru,m {S1 .. h,1m (emr.11 !ligh Sdm<JI, Cla,, of 1958). A foar-ye:ir [ri1h 

letterman in football. ba,kelbH and bawbalL he became !he firq SL Jn!111\ 
i;ntlJer to e:m, fool team ,\11-0hio h¾1lhal! honm~ 1a, a defo111iH'. ,,1fetyl ,mJ 
sh,u Wlh an AII-Ohin ha.wba!I ,cl_cctipn. A tun-time ,\11-0V·\C am.I ,\l!.Va!k} 
!Dt:ilbJll hnmm:c:, he wa, w-eap!am of lhe l'J-'17 Al!-OV •Big Sdmnl' !mnor rn!! 

a 5-foot-6. L'iH-imun<l t111,-,1·;1y bac·k. A!lc[' earning ,ernnd team All-OV,\C 
:1 wrho1nnre, he helpeJ the lri.lh record the ,dmo!'\ fir11-e1cr pert'r:d 

,c:a,un 11f 9-0 1,i1h 1rn OVAC title ,i,; a junior umkr Coad1 !kn lkaly 
Then he prntc:d major ,1ati11ie1 in onl;- ,cve11 r:ame,; (6-t rt-..:oriJ) in ;:i 

,c:a,nn shortened h;, mflucrmi. 
a ,cnior, M:m~m kJ the lri,h m ,wring and m1hing in 1hc ,c1cn-g,une 

,c:;Nm- He kd E:istcm Ohm with ln7 fl<.1i11b 1111 ]7 toud1Jm1r1, and foe Olll\Cl'linn mn> ;ind aJ,q 
rnmpktd 11, (lr .15 pa1,c, !Of eigll! ,,,,re,. !le h_ad e1.d1t TD W!b lrernccn sn.80 y;wJ,: ret,,lf11(\l f<l(lf 

bd, !or TD' 111!h _11 long nf_ 78 yank anJ had timr."J D p1me, ~ga1n<,1 Wheelin:; CclllmL Mmp> and 
flarnc\Htk. fJn deJea,e. he m!CrL'cpkd fn c pas1e~ and aho punted. 

A thrt·e-\ptll'! lri1h team ,-1Hapiarn. he aho 1,a.\ sdectcd rnp1ain nf !he 
a11nu:i] Olm,-W. Va. All-Star rame, lie al10 wa, awanbJ the 01ca-Cola 
lheOVAC. 

/'.farnun aucmkd lndiuna l!11frer-,it} mi a f<N.1thall ;c!m!ar:,h1p and eamcJ Academic All-America 
honor,. !k wa~ a _,ianing hal!lud.: 111 l9(M am.! ,nnage<l 5.J );ird, ;1 GJfT)-, 

,\fter re,eiving a mctlica! degree from !mlian:1. he tmi11ed nt Gt'tlfgdn11·ri lini1e!"'>i!y m1<l al O\f1m.l 
lfrth-'Cl~ily in England. Cum:11tl} Vice-Chairrmm an<l Pmfos,m of Ncurmurgery nt the Dmershy of 
Pit!lhmi;h, he i> ahn the Tt•::m l\wro1urgcon for !he Pi!t>burgh Steeier:,. Ile ab,, participate~ m numcr­
nu, marathon races and tnarh!ori,. ! le wa, the Opper Ohio \',1Hey Dapper Dari ;I.Ian nf the Year in 1'187. 

Richard 'Dick' Kerwood (Athlete· 1960s) 
Riduml "Vici." l•:crw,wd Hfr,!mp D<_mahue !!i1:h School. ('la;,; of 1968)_ 

Some 1,11mld haw viewed i1 a1 a hJmtic-ap: Kcrnnn<l u,ed it 11, mo!il'ation. 
·nu: flilhnp Donahue 11.ir ,1a, born fone 9, J</j() with ju11 ,me nrm. It never 

bnJern1 him i11 life nr athletic,. 
Dl1w1µ hi, ;uuth, he pl;::ed ba,kctbal! and h;::,ebalf. e.\celling Fri ho!h. Ile 

\\ll\ al,o ;i p11mt·er in 1,c1~ht!ihing. lie h1111ghl a ra,! inm ,ct of '-Clfhl~ uhile 
m F•\dc \chool and used 1t p;1,,;iona1dy. lhe \11mnnry strcnr:1h 1rarning i~ud 
h;md,mne di11dcaJ,. 

,\s ii fre,1hma11 M Bi,hop Don;d;ue, Kenwo<l p!a;e<l foutball, ha,kdnl1 and 
ba,chaH for (nach Tom (l"Cnnne!L !c1tcrin:_, in aH thr.:c· >port 1. 

During !he next !Ince ;e.::ir, J! 1he 1'.,k~lcdicn-ba,et.l ,chn11I, he opted tn corn:cn-
11;1le \Ii\ _ju-,1 frw,1b;1!! anJ ba1ke1ball. It 1mncJ a prudent 1kci,hm. 

The p,mcrfo] (, ft. 2. 190.pmmder ,tart«! rm the gridinm bi, final three ,e,N,n> a,~ renter, nrnJdle 
linebad,cr Jnd kicker. 

During tbJl time. he wa, J•:twded all• Va fie::, alJ.OVAC' nm! ul!-Stale h"m1r,;, na.med ca plain ,1f the 
hr,i w,n alhtir ,4u,1d,. 

Kemond di11ini;tii,he1.l h!m,eH '>O much,:, ;1 ,enior f:thhkr !hat lie carnc-d ho;:rnabk mcmion All­
,\merica11 p!au<l!t,. !k ,.,1, aho i1wiled to play i11 the OVAC' ,\![.Star Foothall (;311rc 

Iii, ba1kdhall ~,ireer i.i1h the Bishop, ahn tn,,k ,m al!-,1ar ,!alm. Ken11md """'> rhe team\ ,emer 
and gained all-OVAC and nl!-Valky honor-;. lk wa, .iccnr<led the Spummamh1p Tmphy 111 !he W~,1 
V1rgin1J. Stale Ba,!.e1ball lnurnamen! as a ,emm. 

Ken1ood', >parkti11g prc-p pby at forded !urn ,e1 era I rn!lc;:e ,dmbnlup dfrro in bo1h fr,11b:1U und 
ha,l,.dha!J. lie npte,l tn pbiy !"rnitbH ~t Salem Colk;:e, eamm;; cxlcmi.e pb;,mg time <ha he,bman. 

,h fok 11ould haw 11. KeNoml wa, !r:1gicaH} kille,! i11 an autnmuhik atc1Jenl ,hnrtl;, J!tcr h1, 
frmh gnd \ca,on <1! Safem. 

Alex Welker (Athlete. I970sJ 
Ah-x Ht'lkcr !The !.msl} Sdaml, Cb" nf 1977). lie is the ,\lid1ad l'hdp~ ,r! 

Olmi \'dley ,11imme1\. 
Wdkcr ,p!a\~ed hi, wa::, h\ a rnxer like mme other m OVAC ,11i1ni11ing tmnals. 

Simply ptiL Welker 11.:'\ un!rea!ahk. 
The Lin,!y never !iJ1! a race m high ,dmol. im:lm!ing rela:>. ,o ii i1 only 

fining !hal he the first s11immer (n be mUuttcJ into !he OVAC Ila!! o/ fame. 
f le cnten::J L1m!y a-; a ,ophrnnore :ind qukl!y e:,tabli,heJ him,elf a, an aqu;1ti<.: 

,tar. ,\n e~~lamalirm po:nt !n h1, unblerm,hed re~ord \\.t'.i that he hehl an OV:\C 
n:rnn:1111 every nem !w rnm;retetl in. lk <:rnnpcted without ever ,1ta1·fng hi,; body 
"' tapcri.ng. me1lmd,; u,c tn ltrner resil!mKe, y1clJing fa1!er time, .. 

Wdkcr ,;tit! hnhh \,:hod Jri<l OVAC rem rd, Ja1ing ba(k to !'17(1. lie earned the <l1'lindi,m nf being 
11;m1ed ..\11-,\mcrican a, both a junior anJ ,e11inr. 

!Ji, tmparalkletl ,1,irmni:1g career pm1ed a ,pringhoard t1l a ,dml;u·,hit) frnm ·nw Oln11 Stale 
Um>er,i!}. and Weller fmm<l more p:1<1t su(cess in Cn!mnlm,. 

!k wa~ \nled !he Bucke;e\ • Fre,hman 511 immcr of the Year, !wiping 1hc Scar kt & Gra~ tr> a nmncr• 
up flnhh in the Big Tea. I le 11·a, ii t1,n-1ime NCr\A qualifier 11hile e<.!abli,hing fi1e Ohio Slate rernrds. 

Wdkcr. un(rntm1ately, wffered a ntaJnr sh(m!Jcr mJH!} dunng h,,; ,oplmnmre 1ca1n:1. Jnd rn,rn: 
!hough! lu~ ,-.im111111g career ,,a, 01er. !k pm1ed 1he nay,ayeh wmng w, he eamed 'TumdJJc·k o! the 
Year Awanl"' ,1 hi!e aho ,euinJ: a new Ohm S1J!e re,;ord in the 2lXl-mdcr free.,1' k a, a ,enior 

!k aho ,ct m1menius re,;nrd, during hi, earlier }eJr:, in AAU ,:,m1p,:1iti<111. • 
!le nho ea med a piece of" a 1,m!d rernnl. ln !'175, he was a member<1f a l0-,11 unmcr tram tl1;1t estab­

lished a world mark m the 5H-mile rela; in Moul1! Vernon. Ohm. with \\'dka JJ<.l\1in8 the fa,:e,1 :,p!it 

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 
Slwu-11 \"inum \SL Clst11>1"il!e !ligh Sdirn1L Cb1, nf !'J87k Fno1haH wn-, the 

name of the game for thi, Rd Del'i!,' iwn. 
Yutt nmne !he 11ay to he n1rnlled in a frn1lhaU gmne amt Vi1Ken1 WJ> the katlcr 

d ,11eam that <Hh-anced tn !he O!ISAA Din,i1m JI! ,rate ,emifinaf,; before fa!lirn: 
to Ch<11:ri11 Fall, Ken\lon. '..!'.?•'.?! ' 

Vin,Cnt lrig!,:cred the Red Devi!$ nnad, at the ljll<H1e1back >Jml, ,ening nn Obin 
Valley rec·nrd for rn,hing J•mh from !he p,hi!irn1 n! !J6ll yanh 111 l.1 ~:ame,. lk 
al,n ,cnretl 150 pnlnh for a Red Lkvil ,qu:1d 11hid1 11011 1hc OV:\C CJa,, J-A 
titk. Dt1rirn, the re1cnbr ,e;isPn. \'in<.'ent ,n-~ra~cd [H.1 ,·,u-U, <I <:arr,· and scored 
~I) tnudido\"1·11,. ~ - • , 

hlf!hcRcdDnil1. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Amber Ellison IAthlele. 1990,1 

,\mber Elfiso11 /l\kado1,bmok llid1 SchnnL O,bs of 1999) The• 
Lm!y Cnhs· haskdia!! prup,1111 is m\c of the mos! storied !n the Ohm 
Valley and Ellison i, a nwjor n:a1(111 \1h;,, 

Ellison was a four-\c;ir !encrwin11cr for 1hc Lady Coils, t1virc eim1-

ing firs1-1eam alt-Ohio acco!adc;;, en nHHC to her honors and c\'cntual 
ba:,kctball scho!mship to Whcdlng Jesuit l iai'•crsi!J, 

She ·s currently ,\kado,1 brook's scrnnd all-time g.irb • leader in poln!s 
(lJ(iJ) am! rdiounds !K50) and the all-time lcmkr in shca!s (506) and 
assists H72). EHison abo holds the l\!cado1,bnnik singtc-gamc record 
!or 4-t poi!l!s. 1,!w:h s!w ncUcd as a ~cnirlf apim1 Jnhn :-.larshaH. 

During th~t M:ninr scasnn, Uli.¼\m :11cra:,::cd 2-U points and !-1.6 rd}oun<ls 
tn e\ef)· first-1'-';m1 award imaginable. She wa~ fo,q learn all-Ohm in Divi,ion 
Pl:1yer o! the Year; All-Dhtm:t !::!: Pla:,,erofthe year in the List C\'ntra! Ohio nm1 first-
!i:mn al!-OVAC. She 1\'tb ahn d10sen for the Oh1n Nmth-South nnd OV1\C All-Siar 1c;1111es. 

As a junior. E!!i;on ponrtd in !lJ points, grabbed lO rehmmds, p;1s,cd lllll 5.7 'it,_mts am! 
sn;ir1:d .'i .5 steals per f<m1c en ruatc 10 firsi-ieam a11·c\er.) 1hing. She wns nho named honorable 
mention ntt .. f lSi\ Tmhy. 

!f bJs\;e1ln!! wnsn ·1 e11m1~_h, UH son is abo one nf !he finest soflba!! p!a:ers 10 e1 er wc;ir a 
Lady t."olts' tmiform. She baned beuer than AOO every } ear of her c:m:er. E!lhon was a tlm:c-
1i11w n!l-Ohio softball sekction and fouHime a!!-dis1m:1 pick. She was ph!)Cf ufthe Jear, as a 
soptmnmn:. in the ECOL afler balling .506 with sen:n honw rnns, seven triples and 37 RBI 

At Wtwding Jesuit, Ellison 5core<l 1273 career pint~, grahlkd 521 rebounds. passed out J89 
assists and made 218 steals nm! hlo,;led •-12 shots. A four-year kt1erw11mer, sh,: was a t\\\l-year 
captnin for 1he Lady Cardinal~ and was twice nilmr:d 1n the all-WV!t\C ~quad. 

After her playin11 cm,.:er at Jesuit. Ellison accq11cd a coaching po,ition 1l! Shen:mdo.ih ,,hen: 
~he sen-ed as au assi;,t;rn1 for a season bcfon: aKending !o 1hc !wad couching jnh. She was with 
1he L:1dy /-eps for 1hn:c se;i,sons. n 5--1-17 record ,1hile reaching three dio!rict 1ouma-
men1s, She aho had brief coaching <!l Frank En I le1ghto uml Olcm,mi:y Ornni:..: 

Kenny Howell !Athlete. 2ot»ls) 
}fr1111y lfowc/l(St, Jo!m ("entral !liµh Sehrx1!,Class of :!OOH\ It did11·t 

ma!!er the season or the sport for thh fomicr lnsh \ta11dou1. 
!lnwerer, it wa, in trnck nnd lidd where Howell made his greatest 

lmpac! dcspile only participating in the sport for lhrec ;ears h,.'cause he 
p!njed baseball as a fre:,.hman. 

After being encouraget! 1o gi\·e !rack and fidt! a lry, Howell htcamc 
the area's mml tkcorated male thun1eL sliming in !he tli.1cus and ~hn! 
pUL 

J!owd! was a 1lm.·e•li111e a!!-Ohinan in the discus, lie placed third in 
the state hi, first ~ea.<,on in 1he cirde and then c,ipnH·tli t!w crF,ded Division !II stab.' d1;m1-
pionship in !999, ,\s a senior, Jlowdl was umld"caled until the s!a1c med when he .settled 
!1)r si!wr tlespite a pcrsonat-b,.''.>1 lhm\\' of !80 f,•c!. That mark ,;\ii! stands best in Oh10 
VaHey his1nry. Alo11g with his dforts in !he '>tale rnmp..:tilion, !lowell was a OVAC 
Champion in the platter eH'.HL 

!/oll'd] placed lil'!h in the state shol put rnmpc:itio11 as a srnior ;ind was a two-lime OVAC 
d11impio11 in the iron-ball e\·cnc 

! lowl'I! al;,o r,1n (m high quality sprint rday !cams for the 1rd1. 
On 1he foo\baH fidd, llo,1d! etdw<l his name into St.John C<cntrn! history ns a thrtc-year 

s1;Hter sqtwds \1hid1 combined for a ?5-6 record and qu;dificd for the phiJoff, in J'}<J9 
after season. 

!loweH was the primary running hack fort he [rish, ;:massing l j{XJ ;oards as a junior en rnu!e 
to sccond-ieam all-Ohio swmq_ I le 1,11s firc;t .. (tam all- staler as 11 ~enior \\ hen he ran for hdttr 
than l JOO rnrds and was iwice n,m11xl to the OVA Cs firs! team. 

I !owt'll _1\-as aho a three-~r;tr ,tarkr for !hi: Irish ba1kd_b111I progr.;1111-
Af!er h1:;:h odmnL l!oweH acrcpkd ,i track sdmbrsfop to \\est ""'"'"'',,bm 

ew1llually twnsreffi'd !o The Ohfo Sli\tc Unhersity where he completed 
He now resides in Columbus ;md 1\orks i11 the comtrnction business. 

Thomas E. Rataiczak (O\'AC Family! 
TlimnaI E. Hutaic:;,k (Bellaire lligh Schoul,C!assof 1%-t). Suct·(:eding 

the la1e Sam Mumky and his frieml-10-alL i;el-iHfone aaitm!e as the guid­
ing force of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 11ould not be an easy 1ask. 
hut it's um: that Ralaiuak has done with tremendous vis1lm and da:;s. 
and then some 

"Raf' has ken the de facto head of the OVAC as ExecutiH· Secrdary 
since 1999, and under his k;1dership. 1hc bi-s1a1c_ rnnfrn:nce has gmwn 
to an ail-time h1gl1 of 50 member schools from Ohm ,md Wcst Virprna. 

During R3!ait.:zak·s watd1. the Confrrcnc<c has ffOl\'fl hy k.ips and 
ho1mds ma 1·:u-iety of nn.?as. Amnng been tbr formation of the OVAC Ila!! of Fame 
mid 1hr ()VAC Sp011s :.1u~cam (bnrh in \\'csl\anw Arena in Wheeli11g): m,tilllling 
ho;;;;' and g-irhi • hiisll'tba]l tmimamcms aml expanding many or th<.' other eve ms, mos.t notably 
1he rc\"i,,ed fonna! of the 1mck clrnmriomhips: erea1i11[: an A!l .. ('onferenc1:: Aradcmie Team 
in conjunction with Ohm Uni,·ersi(y Lb tern: !he v'!"L'ali1in qf al\ official OVAC web,ite; srn11-
danliti11g a!! clrnmpiomhip nwanh: developing a meet direewr's handbook; n,mputcrinng a!! 
financial accmmts; prnviding tount!e.,;,; Sports World speaker, lo !he an:;1 for more' than 600 
sdmo! assa:mblic~, rnising more than S'.!-'iOJ)()() 10 bring them in at no cost to the Conference; 
and placing 1he Cnnfnencc on ~olid financial ground !hro11gh a parmership with Schnia.siic 
Sports Marketinjc. 

A retired lkllaire High Sdtool lcacher, he ,;cn·ed as a "Founding Faihcr" and Director nf 
ihe B!IS Spoits Foundation am! bas been d1ainmm nl"1he !klL1ire \\'al! of Fame/l lull of Fame 
Cornmllkt: for mow :han 20 ::ears. !fa1aie1nk has been Big R('th' ba\ketbaH scorekeeper 
for .. u yrnrs. working a! mo1~ than l }00 consecu1il-,: and juninr "'"'"'""'"' In fact. 
lhe OV,\C\ Srnrekeer~rrrimer Award presented annua!!y at the 0\'AC B;L'ikl'!bal! 
C!a,sic i, named in his honor. 

lie has also ~r. cd mure than 30 1ems as the Bl!S n:conl-hccpcr. puhfohing 1'.\tensive media 
t:uide,; for hoih foiJ!!m!! and baskt'tba!I. 

The recipicnl nf the Bellaire ,\lunrni A~sociation ·s Oritst:1rnli1q: Almmrns ,\\\'ard in [1.!92. he 
!'raduatt·d from West Uben: S!aie Collcpc: and obtaim·d a master's de~'.1ve frnm \\'est Virginia 

Denver Williams (Athlete· 1990s) 
Dnmcr \rilliams (Cadiz !lid1 SchooL Cla_,;5 of 1996). When it tomes !n 

,peed, :here have hccn very f(iw, if any, faswr than \\'illiams, 
Rrrardlcss if it was 011 the track or on the football fidt!, Wi!!ia1m was 

ttHhl~tenr!y runninjc il\\'ilY from the oppmitinn 
for the 
history 

Williams was a four-year rerut,1r in both 1rack and 
Cardimds. On !he ovaL \Yi!!iams wro!t:' his namt:' imo Ohm 
in both !he !O{l-mcler and :!()().meter d11shcs. 

Ile wasted lit!le time in makin.\c a name forhm1.,df. l!e l',on the Division 
m stale 2()()-rnctcr (!ilsh title a\ 'a fw;h1mrn In 199.l Ile proceeded to win 
thrn· more, makmg him one of juc;t five a11llde~ in stale hi.11ory 10 wm !he 
same 1;ncn1 four straJf'.hl years. 

Will!ams didn't slop with !hLc 100 1i1le~. lk added !he Division !I! l(l{J-nw1er 1:nm11s tu h1> 
resume in both his junior nm! senior sca~ons. Williams ran his pcrst•nd-hest times nf HL55 
and'.!! .50 to wln the gold medals as a senior, and b{l1h s!ill stand a~ at!-time OHSA,\ aml Ohio 
\'allev r..:con:h. 

on" the footba!! fidd, \\-illia1m alw sparkled, earning firsl·t~am al!-Ohin and a!l-Eas1em 
District twin!, Ile owns !he Cadiz ;;dmnl record for ean:er rnshing yards wilh .i,nrJ 

,\fter his prep careeL WiBiam, ncceptcd a football 5d1o!arship to the h1iversl!y of Kcnwd:y 
\\here be also ran 1r.1ck, lie red-shirted as a freshman mu! t!wn transfem:d to Yollngs!own State 
where he helped the Penguins win the NCAA Di\·isi011 I A,\ Na1ionnl Championship. All told, 
he lettered ftmr vcars al YSU in f<:Jo1bat! aml three i11 track. 

Fi.ir the Pcng\iin,' !rack team. Williams was the• ::!(lO-metcr runner.tip in the i\lid-Cnr.!itwnt 
Co11forence am! was apart nf school records in the indnor ..\\.JOO and sprint medley 

Wi!!imns ltas now entered !he ,.:o,tehing field. !le·c, spent time at Ashland, Ohm_ Koith,:rn and 
!le1ddh,:rg, Currem!y, he's woikmg as a football coach an(! track co~d1 at Trimly Collq:e m 
! fart ford, ComL 

Class 
of 

2013 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Gmup 

Tim l\rlcCoy (OVAC Contrilmtor) 

Tim JfrCoy (Jefferson l lnion I iigh Sd100L Class of 1978). For a qtwrtcr or 
a c..:n!ury, McCoy has taken !h,; kml mle in expanding broadcast and internet 
roYernt;e of Ohio Valky high ~clmo! sports, s1Jt>ci!1ca!ly tboS.L' nf the Olm, 
Valkv A1l1ktir Conference. 

Th(15c efforts have hdped giw thousands of area high .,dmol a!hlt'!c> 
tre111emlrn1s e\posur,:, with cotmtles5 thousands of viewers ahle to watch the 
va!ley\ best perfonn in the a1hlc1ie 

Among the many hipli!ights has been TV co1.eragr of various all <,tar 
contem, mmt nornbly the Rudy ,\!umky OVAC All•Star Charity Football 
C!assk fmm Whcelin!{ ls1aml St;ulium and the Ron :--.lauck OVAC Wre5tJin11 
Champhmships fmm \\\•sBanco Arena in Wheeling, At one time, \\'Tov:-rv9 also aired 1lw 
Sanrnd ,\_ !\lumky OVAC AH-Star Baskcrh:dl Clarne 

Other <'.'\·e111s include _the foolba!I "Ciamc of the Week" bm;tdtasis (rl.'p!ays of ilfea gumc\ fol­
!owmF the cnmprehem1ve "Sports FddJy" ,how~)'. 111-depth pre-season fomhaH ltc/llH pn;views 
and the '"Big 22" ,111anls banquet in Dccemhcr, \\-l'OV-TV1J also h;15 an nien,iw internet 
foi1tba!l uvai!ahk 

McCoy Vite-President and Genera! !s!ana['.cr of \\TOV-TV9 in 1994, Prior to tha!, 
he sened a, station·s Operations 1-fona;er for sn years 

He lwran in television as a Production Technician at WNEO-TV in Kent from 
[979-8:!:!k \\TOY a:; a Prnmo1lnn Producer from 1982-85 and then sp,.:nt l\\n 
years a! NBC \\'LEX-TV m Le\ing1nn. Kenmdy as Promn!ions nm! CrcaliH' s~rvitcs 
Direc!or where n·cei\etl 1-,,0 ,\DDY awards, 

lie has scrwd on \'arious huards in !ht'. Ohio Valley, induding as prc,idenr and c;1mpaig11 
diairmun of 1he l.i'riited Wa: nf Jdfei,,011 Cno!lly, the SL John Arnn, the S1eubcnvi!le Rotary 
and !he Stenbcnl'ille City of \h1r.1!.s, Ht is also a memkr of The Friends of Whec!in1!. the 
Ea.stem Ohio Valley Tech Prep C'1m,orfam1. Jdfrr;nn Cmrn!y Ch:m1twr or !he 
Whedi11l: 1\rea Chamber of Comm('rre, Fr,mtistan h1in~rsily of Skubcnvilfc. 

l'n\\cni1J. lie recciwd the Robert S. ,\kKdvey fnml 1l1e t.:pp,:•r Ohio Vnlk_,- Dapp~r 
Dan Club in 20!0 and his mn,,t r\'ccnt umfei1akrni1 was elected 10 the· Hellam~ Boan:! of 

S1n1hen and the Jeffenon Crnrn!r Wli'iD Team. Ile was named j(}(J) Citv of \!mats .. Volunteer 
of !he Year"; !he Comnrnnity Le,\dership 1\1\'md from the Fram:iscau !.'ni; crsity of Steuhenvi!!e: 
a Communi!; A1,,.-anl Cmm the Sieubenvilk branch nf the NAACP; and rhe One in a 11-!i!lion 
,\ward frnm the Steubenville :i.liniun \!;in \larch Cnmmit!ce,awanb. 

I le wa:, the !997 Holwrl S. \kKdwy i\!cmoria! :\1tan1 recipient from the l 1ppcr 0!110 \':iltry 
Dappt>r Dan Clllb 

Education in 20!2 • 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Richard 'Hoot' Gibson (Medial 

Richard '.'Iloot"Gibson {SL Clairsville lligh School. C!ass of !970). 
I le began Ins career in the !ncal media in 198 ! and has spent 32 years on 
!he staff at The Time~ Leader. serving as a sports \Hiler and for a brief 
time as Sports Editor and also as ,\rca Ncw5 Edi10r, 

Gibson tias written coumless columns t·ovcring high schooL 
,md professional sports and instituted !he ,-\II-Times Leader teams 
high sd100! sports. 

lie has covered OVAC contesis_ in nearly every sport and at mos! 
conference schools over the ) cars, mcluding OVAC All-St;\r games in every sport. 

Gibwn has been seen at countless sporting events rm! only focally. but around !he n1tm10 
He's rnYcrcd se\'eral NCAA men's baskerbal! '·Fina! Four'' games. many Wortd Series and 
!\!LB All•SWr_Games. !O Super Bowls .ind !8 rnllege foo1ball howl µames. lle·s a!so authored 
cowulcss stones on the Ohm State Buckeyes and the West Virginia /1.!ouniaineers and served 
one year as the beat writer for the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

I le n:cei,·ed !he O! !SAA /1.!c<lia Service Award fnr the Eastern District in 2000 and has won 
serer.ii Ohio !'rep Sports Writers Association awards over the years. 

Gibson was also a freelance wri1er for sewr:i! years for Basketball Weekly magazine based 
ou! of Detroit, 1'.lichigan. 

Gibson. who attended Harding University in Arkansa.>, also spent se\era! ;,cars as <l local 
baseball, haskc!balf am! Yo!!c:, ball official mid served <L'i manager of the Fairpoin1•Neffs ball­
club of !he Ohio Valley Base ha!! Leagu<c. 

!k served three )Cars in the United Stales Nary (1976-78), working in communications 
for Command 6th Fleet Elmipe 1,hile s!a!ioned in l!a!y and touring both Europe and northern 
Africa. 

Nick Aloi (Coaches) 
Sick Afoi 11\lid!aml (Pn.) High School. Class of !962). llis rn;iching 

carccrb(:gan with a !hrre-ycar stint at his nlma mater. i'-Hdl:ind (Pa.) Lincoln 
!ligh, where he fed the team to ;i stale rmmer-up firnsh in 1986. lie was 
namcd C!as, A "Coach of the Year .. in western l'emi,,ylvania in 198."i, 

,\[oi's coaching stay ac Eust Liverpool began in !98(1 and spanned :m 
years. longer than any ha~kctbat! coach in school his!ory. He compiled a 
career rtcon! nf 3:'.'(,. 12 ! , an impressive 11·[11ning pcrccnrngc of 7:.:Vif 

! !is l'olleM'Oacbcd !cams won four Obio Vallcv Athk!ic Conference chmn­
pmn.,;hips { !991, '94, ·95 _;ind '99): nine sc.ctiona!'ti!les: si:v. dis1rict cmwns and 
one n.·gmnal champions!11p 11·!!h an OHSA,\ St.ilc "Fma! Four .. Appearance !n 
!999. The '<){J team findn:d with a 23-:! reenrd. falling to Shaker lleigh!s {7!-6.\) in the Di,is1m1 
! s!a!e semifinals. 

l!e w.i, seleckd Ohio Di\'ision I "Coach of the Year'· in !996 by the Ohio High Schoof Basketball 
Associa!ion mid l l}(Y) hv The Associated Press; was the District 5 Basketball Coachcs Assoa.·imion 
"Coach of!he Ycnr'' l ! [irnes. Eastern District "Coach of the Yenr'' seven times and receiH•d similar 
honors in Colurnbinn:i County mm1emus times. 

He W!b previously inducted inlo the East Li\·crpool High School Alhlc!ic Hall of Fame. the Bcawr 
Cuunly Sports Hall of hum:. the /\lid!aml High School Sports !fall of Fame am.! the Dlsiric! 5 
Baskdial! Cnaches As<.neiation I !all of F.ime. 

Among Alol's anrilmte~ were eonsl~tcncy,conlinuity and commitmen!, el'idem in the foct 1ha! he 
ne;-er mis,1cd an np<'l1 g)in. prnctice. scrimmage or game during his playing or coadiing careers, 
!le .ilso ,tmkd the popular "Potter lloliday Classic." a touman_icm known for qtmli1y competition. 
amt conducted lhe "L11t!e Pouers Clinic" yearly for the district's elementary and nm!dlc sd100! 
snu.Jents free of eha!1!e. 

As an aihkte. Aloi was the leading scorn, f.lVP and team cap!ain of f.lidland's 19(12 llfl(k­
--------------------------==-----1 fcated lmske1lwH !cam, earning All-WPIAL and ,\II-State n:cogni1ion. lie then went to Bowling 

Gn:rn State Universi_ty where he was a !hrec-year starter am! team rn-eaprnin. a\"t:r.:i~lng !5 
points per game. Alm earned his bachelor's dr.:gn:e from Bowling Green _mid later obtained his 
master's degree fmm Duquesne Unircrsity. !le was drafted hy !he SL Loms l!awks of !he NBA. 

Jim Thomas (Coaches) 
Jim J'lwmas (\Vheelinv Central Catholic llivh Schoo!, Gass of !963). 
The high!y-r::gar<led ·'_!'r .. is the fourth-w!nniflge~I coach in Ohio Valley 

his1ory behind Reno Saccoccia, Jay Circosla and !he frlfow I foll of Farner 
George S1rager wilh a .15•year rceord of :!35-U4-2. He wound up only 35 
wins off of !he all-time West Virginia slate record for fomball coaching 
victories (:!67). 

His firs1 head coJ.ching stint came at old Yorkville !ligh where he spent 
three years (1968•70). guiding the Ductil!ites to an unbea1cn season in 
1970, 

He then assumed the hc:1d coaching position as Wheeling Cen!rn! 
{!971-80), and moved 011 to \\!heeling Park for sn seasons (!98!·86/. From there. it was 
back !n his alma rna1er for a second stiH1. this time guiding the Maroon Knights from 1987• 
2(}().t 

I le coached 1eams lo se\ en Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships ( !97.t. !976. 
1978, ](179. 1990, 20{){) and 20(}4) omd four West Virginia ~tale !il!e. The :\-lamon Knights 
were C!ass AA state champs at 1hc first '"Super Six" event in Churlcsto11 in llJ7') nm! they 
won the Class A crown in 2000. 2(){)2 and 2004. The 2000 team set a school record for wins 
(lJ-!L 

fie also coached the West Virginia squad four times in 1he Rudy !\lmnfey OVAC Charity 
,\II-Star Footba!l Classic. 

Thomas was voted the West Virginia AH·Sport '·Coach of the Yea.r" for '.:OO.t-05 and !Ile 
OVAC All-Sport "Coach of the Year" in both 1980 and 2003. He was also The !n1d!i1:rncer·s 
''Coach of the Year" in !979 ,iml the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan "Mnn of !he Year" in 
200!, 

lie earned his bachdor·s degree from \\'est Liber1y Stall:! Collefce and a master's degree 
from West Virginia U1fr,.-ersi1y 

Thomas passed away in 2005 a[ the age of 60. 

Don Zinni (Ollicials) 
Ihm Zill11i (Yorkvill'e l!igh Schnnl,C!ass of !954). Ile began his offi­

ciating career in 1970 as a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Football 
Officials, remaining ac!i>·e until 1991. 

Ile offici.ited at 1l1e dis:nc!, reghrnul .ind state IC\"cl in the WVSSAC 
playoffs rmm !975-9{}, working the !977ClassAAASrnteCharnpionship 
Game,; am! he worked games at the regional and state semifinal lew[ in 
1he O!ISAA during that same time span. 

Zinni officrnted !he Rudy i\!umlcy 0\/,\C Af!-Star Charity FootbJ.I! 
Classic four 1imcs (!hrec as referee and one as back judge) and ll'Orked 
1he OIISFCA North-South AH-Star Classic in Massillon in [98:. 

A member nf the OllSAA Football Adl'isory Committee for four years ;md ll Past 
President and Rules [nlerpre1er of the Ohio Valley Board of Footbalf Officials, Zinni became 
OVAC Footha!! Commi.~sioncr in ]91)S am! held that position until retiring in '.'.GI:! as 1hl' 
lnn;;:esl•!rnured individual to serve in !hat capaci1y .. 

Whtie serving as OVAC Footbaf! Conunis5ioner, the affable Zinni e.,p:mded officiating 
crews from four men to fiw: c~pandcd the officiating base to indut!e 51.:vernl areas nn both 
sides of 1!Je riwr inclu<lin:;- Wheeling, Weirton•Sleubemilfe. l.1ason-Drwn, Parker,,lmrg-
1\larie!!a. Colmnbimm County, Cambridge-Zanesville and Columbus; established rating of 
crews hy coaches during !he season and by the Commi,sioncr after !he sea,nn; served as a 
clcaringlmusc for schools seeking opponents for schedule openings: and assigned officials 1n 
the Rudy i\lurn!ey OVAC Al!·Slar Charity Fno1hal! Classic by poc.ition rating. 

Zinni also spent several )e.irs in the coaching ranks. lie first served ;ts j11nior high and 
freshman basketball coach from 1958-65; was an assistant football eoach at Yorb·i!lc llif'h 
from !959·65; was !he head coach at Yorkville from !965-70; and then was !he !11gh school 
principal frnm 1970~7:!. 

lie is also a mem!wr of !he- OVAC !fa[! of Fame Commi11ce. 
As a high school athlete, Zinni was a fonr-}e.ir lenerman ln hascbaH a two-:iear lc!ternian 

iu football and a one-year !d1crrna11 in baskethal! al Yorbi!k. 

John Howell (Oflkials) 
10h11 llowl'lf !LmKas1er Fairfield llnion High SchouL Class of !967/. 

When it comes to high school baske!haH officials. Howell is among the 
most ri:cogni,ed individuals !hrnughmH the Ohio \'al!ey. Alkr al!. dming 
n 38-year officiati11g career. he worked in prac!icaHy every gymnasium Ollt 
!here, 

Howell became a member or the Ohio VaHcy Board of Approved 
Baske!ball Offic1a[s in !1>72. lie served as secretary of the hoard for !.4 
ye,irs; as a trnining class ins!mc1nr for 14 years; /ls rnles in!erprcler for 16 
)Cars and assigned _1unior varsity officials for !4 ye.irs. 

lie sern::d as the OV,\Cs Assislmit Baske!bnH Commissioner from !983· 
9.J. ;md became the Basketball Cmm11iss!oner in 1995. a ro[c he stit! has lotby 

Howe!! worke<l hfs first rnrsity baske1ba!l game in 1974 (Paden City: YS· St. !\laryo) and his 
final appe.irnnce on the hardwood came /\larch I!, 2009 ui a Wes! Virginia Class 1\A Regional 
gm111: a! Phillip Barlmur !l!gh School. 

llowe!! 11-orked a to!a! of 27 stale tournament;: 14 Ohio ho:,s {!987, '88, '90, '92. '94, '95, 
'%, '98, '91}, 20{l0, '02, '(l.t, '06,' 08:l: 5 Ohio girls (9{). 91, 93. OJ. OJ); (i West Virginia boys 
(H!L 91. 9-1.. 97. 99.0Jl; and~ West Virginia girls (8.1. 89!. lie also worked a total of75 regional 
!ournament games over the years. 

In 199\ !Jowell \,orked a W. Va. hovs' state semifinal Eame in Char!cmm wf1h Mike Come 
in momi;ig and then and Ohiu girls' se"mifinal game in C\1!umbus with Roger Led later sime 
day. lie officiated the first three-man championship hoys' g.imc in Ohio m !996 and !he first 
'!-man championship bo_ys· g;imc ln W. Va. in !997 

HowcH received 11 hnsl of awards ovtr the ye.irs. induding NFJOA !National Federation of 
lntcrscholas!ic Offici.i!s Association) Offkial of ihc Year !n West Virginia in 199:! and in Ohio 
in !997: Ohio Dis1ric1 ;', Official of the Year in !{)9!. Ohio District 12 Official of 1he Year in 
!992; West Vlrnlnia Official of the Year in 199-4 and was the 20!3 rccipicni of rhe OVAC's 
Robert Dawsrnt Officials· 1\ward. I le was imluc!cd imo the O! !SAA Officials ! la!! of Fame 
in 2003 

In additinn !o haskcthall. Howell has worked .is a trnck official sinee 1972. scri;ing fn various 
capacities over the Jcars at OVAC meets as wd! as at tbe Bellaire Relays and Slwdysidt Rela}s, 
and he has handled the pesition of clerk at those meets for the !ast 15 years. 

While no1 an on-field o!Ticial in football. llowdt served as the OVACs ,\s.sisiant h}o11r-1H 
Commissioner under ! /all of Famer Evan Reese frum !983-94. 

Harry 'Moo' Moore (Athlete - 1940s) 

llarn- "Mao" M,mre (Moundwil!c llid1 School. Class of !9.J.S) The 
fl.font-'.! forward sd school career scori1l[, record5 which !astcd !8 years 
nntil hrokcn in !966 by OV1\C Hal! of Fame, Bob Humme!L lie s_cnrcd 
! ,7lm rareer pnints in four seasons and he also set the a!!-lime Trojan smgtc• 

recnrd of 54 points. including 25 goal;;. in a [01 • 17 rnut of Cameron. 
camc·d first tenm, one.class /\!!•State as a senior anti was twice a first 

team All-OVAC largest C!ass AA honoree. lie also was !he first 5late lligh 
School P!a)er of !!Jc Year honoree in selection.> made from 19.48.(£! by the 
Tri-State !ndq)t!ndent Tomnamcn1 held in Sistersville. 

i\loore led the Troj~ns 1o rernnls of !5-2 in !9~8 and !9-3 in 19·16 when 
the team ;1dvanccd to the W.Va. region finals. 

Ile earned a 5cho!arship 10 \\'est Virginia llniversl!y where he played on three rnrs\ty teams 
ll'ith a conibincd 60-'.'.0 record. includi110. a S()uthem Conference regular season :md tournament 
championship. \luore·s 84 percem t·are'er free 1hrow percentage rn .. iiks No. 2 al!-time a( WVU. 
lie avemged 12.8 point> a game as a senior and was selected honmabfc mention AH·Arnerica. 

He also wa, chosen ln t!_ie sixth round nf the !95:! NBA Draf! by the Syracuse _'.\sitionak 
lk serv>.'d m the Arn1v info111rv frun1 !951-55 and WJS sckctcd to plav u1 !he 1954 anncd 
forres l'an-,\mericnn (bmes i!i'Me;;ico and !n!enwtimial in (kntlany In :!(XH, he was 
induc!ed into the We.st Virgini,i University Sports !laH of 

~lo-on:, who rt'.liml in 1995 from the oil imlnstry, n-saks in Monnd,;vi!!e. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey !Athlete - 1950s) 

R111,1 "Cy" Godfrt'y (Martins Ferry Hitch Sthool, Cla,s of J9.'i6l. 
The (1-foot-S ~tnn[!!~an set ~choo! ,,cum1e. records "h1d1 remain on 
t!:e books for more than 50 ;,ears. lie shimered Pmpk Rider c;:ireer, 
season and singk game marks <,cf in 19.W hy k[i.'nd;iry 0\'AC llaH 
of Fama Aln Cin11a. !fr; ,ernrds im:lmlc i:um:nl ,tandanls of tJOO 
ean:cr iioinb, a .l'.!A poim p<r r,une nnrm as a senior, and twice scmin);' 
51 points in a i,ame a1.:aimt Wheeling am! !Jcnwnod Union. ·n1e sin.~k­
game mark has been tic•d. the others unhrukrn. I !e eamtd AH-Ohio and 
A!I-OVAC hom)rs in !9."i(r at thi: !'mpk Riders went !8-6 wi1h sectional 
and di\trit·i 1itles before hol',ing hi C,mtnn MeKinky. 57.S-L in regional play 

lie earned a sdmlarship to _tlic of !,.!iami. "hne he '>nired IJS-4 t'arcn points 
:is tlw !lunieane, Wi.'nl (,! • 18 m tus var\ily ~asom. The 1960 NC,\,\ Tournament tenm 
went :!J . ...) am! t!w 19(,! NIT Tnumament squad end,:d 20-7 a.'> Godfri:y i:anwd honorable 
mention Al!- Arnerica. 

lie Luer served tL\ hc;rd nnch for four scasnns of the l!mricanes hcfore rcsic1nin2 iri 1971 
! !is prin• pro!1..\:6 wa, flllurc_ Haskel ball f !a!! of Farner Rick Barry. Gmlfre_y has-heeD im.!uckd 
into the ll1mersity of Miami Sp.orts lfoH nf Fame and tile Atlantic Coast Cm1kn.'ncc Lq;cnds 
Clim of 20 ! 2 allhnugh he ntn•r pb} c<l an ,\CC g;i:ne. ,\!iami is curunl!y a member of the 
ACC. Godfrey resitks m Cor,il Spnngs, Ila. 

Jim Brown (Athlete w 1960s) 
Jim Jlrmm U,!artins High School, Clas~ of!%!) A 11,o•sport 

Purple !{idcr s!andut!t. 1he fir~t OVAC athlc!e howm:d primui!y 
for golf. In !h1.' OVAC all-l"lass !mm1ament, he impruwd each year to 
pfocr founh. third, second and fir:,! his four years. Ile aho won t!m:r 
OVAC Ohm-side titks. Ile won t_hrt•e Ohio district crnwns after placing 
seeoml as a freshman. In the OhlO ~ta!t' toumamenl. hr iniprmcd rach 
season - lllh. 8111. flth and .:th a, a wnior. !Hs malch recmd was 
.J.:1---1, incl1H!i112 !J. ! as a st•nior after marks 9-2. ! [.() and 10- l. Ile 
was meil.i!is! il1 }9 of .p career 1113!tlws. 

In h:iskc1b;1!l, the 5-foot I! 1rnard wa> a l\\o-!ime ,\!l•OVAC Ciaos AAA choice, twice All 
Easlern Ohio (co-captain as senior) :md AU-Ohio semm! and third tc,uu in 11n1 wire service 
sekc!ions. lie was co-c:iptain the Ohio Norr!h•Smnh A!! Star Game. 

lie earned a sch0Lml11jl to go!f and hasketha!! a! Ohio State and h-:came osu·s 1\"o.! 
golfer, and senior team ,.:apiam, and a lhn:e-:,ear \'arsity basketball letterman. 

After sh years rn,1ehing at Ro!!ins Co!kp: in Florida and Kent State, he returned in !'l73 
10 hernme Ohio St:11e·s ninlh r:o!f wach. !le wmai1JL•d for .16 seasons as the longest tenured 
coach in an; sport at OSl' !fo 1eams \Von Big Ten tit!es and tile 1979 NCAA champi-
onship among ! 1 NCAA Top !O fini\hes 3! np1~arances. A 1hn:t>time Big Ten Coach 
of !lw 'frar. he won national honors in !97lJ and 1986. I !c ha, been induc1etl rnln the Golf 
Coaches of America I !alt of Fame and 1he Oliiu State A1hletics I la[! of Fame. Bmwn oplils 
rc•f!rrmenl time bd\\CCl1 Cnlum!rns and Florida. 

Rhonda Noble (Athlete - 19711s) 

Rhonda N11hle (St. Clairsville !lig:h Schmll, Cl,1ss of 19791 She wa, 
nne of !he first tbrt'\C·SJlml fomak n!hktes in Ohio VaUey amwJ.i;. She 
was also um; of \he besL 

Nohle not only starred in ,o!k;ba\L ba,;ke!baH am! softball for the 
Lady Red Devils, hm she was also ju.11 as lmpn:ssi\'e in 1he rc'ahn of 
academics. Nohlc•"s rn:rny talcnis hdped elevate 11K Lady Red DnUs 
lo team 5l1\.'Ce>S, 

As a senior. she kd SL C\ rn!k,bal! 1-:am w the ru1inna! tourna· 
mrnt. 11 wa, a mikstom: ad1ien:111?nt as ii markcd 1he., first time an 
E.aslem Ohio team e1·er adv;mcn! to !he S1\ed 16. The Lady Red Devils l\ne also cnw.-ned 
OVAC champion5 that season. Noble 11as \'oted the 1e11m\ mos! valuable p!a:cr 1h,1! mm• 
pa1gn, an ho11or ,hi: also landed as l! sophomore. ,\s domiiwtwg a\ she was m n1fkybal!. 
Noble may have been cven mon;,;o m hasketba!!. In leading St. C to !he OV,\C champion­
slap her senior campaign, Noble' landed nery nmccirab!e honor. Slit was rnted, al!.OVAC 
al!- l)islrid, all-Va!ky a1_1d al!·Ohio. She wa;; namd th<: tram·s ,\!VP and was d1osrn in play 
m tht OVAC Al!-S!ar (iame. !n softhall. she 1u1s a 1lmce \~ar kt1cr,,1·inncr and was ,u,an1 
named l>IV!' as a senior. • " 

I kr SL C carct:r fo.:atured 10 athletic lcncrs and heing ,oied the schno!"s female a!hk!e of 
!h<' year for l!/78-79. She was _abo a member uf1he St. C!airwiHc N3tionat l!onm Society, 
She was im!uc:ed 111!u the S1. Chms\"i!!e J!id1 School Athletic lfoH nf Fame in 20H3 

Ken Vargo (Athlete· 1950s) 

Ke11 Hirgo (\lanins Frrry !ligh Schoo[, Cla,s of 19521. A three s1mr1.. four­
year Purple Rider 1l!h!ete 11-lm was team caplain in fooibal! and baskeiba!! as 
a icnior and a trnck team member. A 6-foo1, 18.J.-pouml cemer liriehacker in 
foulb;;i!!, he earned firs! learn ,hsociated !'wss AH,Ollio det"t.•11,e ;15 a 5l.'nior 
and sder1ed captain of the AH-OVAC and A!!-Valky "!fo: Sdmor• 
honor The 195t i\l!-Vallev sekc!inm wen: !lw first ones ,t1ti.:ti1H! lfo: 
and SmaH School teams. • 48-minult player, aho \<,,;i;; a two-timC Alf­
Enstern Ohw ~dcc1inn at 

Ile e;1rned a \i::hnlarship to Ohm Stale lini,ersi1y 11 her\: lw became a !hrte­
)Car rrgubr at center and BuckeJe co-e;iptain as a senior \1hen he earned 
fir\l team Al!-!lig Tl'll Conf"errnce with t\lO teammates in the Col!et:e Football l!a!l u! Fame 
lkisman Trophy winner !Toward(! [opalnngt Cassad;1y aml OIH!and°"Trophy winner Jim Parko:r. 
Vargo pl:iycd in the !956 H11la BowL 

As a_junior, he \v;is a regular on a rn-O record team wbld1 won the Rose BnwL 20-7, o\cr I 1SC 
and was naml'd the AP Natinn:i! Cliampions. 

Vaq'.l1 was dr;1ftctl in the _nimh ruum! liy t!w Chicago Bears of the National Frmtba!l League, hut 
opted to play in Canada_ w11h tile Onawa Rough RH!ers \\hen: he was Crnadian Fonthal! League 
AH,S1nr !indmeker in his !1/56 rnokir season. 

After his playin1: career. he remained in Cam1da and resides in Ottawa. 

Larry Marmie (Athlete - l960sJ 

/.,[JrTJ Jfarmie \ilarnc,vi!h: !ligh Schou[, CJ:iss of !%OJ.An ,\JH)luo 
qt1artnback for tht ShamnKks, hc abo camd ,\l!-OVAC honors in football 
anti All-Eastern Ohio honors in baskeiba!! and h1utball ;b a srnior. lie akin 
was sdrctcd ,\!1-\'aHey "'Smat! Sthoor' first tram l\tmrt<:rback. 

Playing fm coach Hob (Smokey) Winn on a 7-2 record team <is a scniorm 
1959. /\-lam1ie was ,cktted 1n the lTI'! AH-Ohio Cla.•;s AA team and pbyed m 
the 1960 Oh10-West Virgima J\1t.S1ar The 1959 Shamrncks a1eragcd 
JOA points a pune with /\-!am1ie 626 yard,:, and paisin1:c for 5116 
1-:irds ma balanced ;ittad.:. 
• In 196{( he wa!ko:d on~! Ohm Slate 
frcshman 1cam bdore 1r;mof<:rri1n for ,cars at L1slnn KenHick• l'niversitv. A 
four-}ear swnrr at 11uanerback, h; was tram captain a!1d ~IV!' a¼ a se11iur and s~l seven ~cfinol 
fl't:Ords. 

1\fttr five collq:e assistant coadiing jnbs, he joim:d Ariwna Stale as tlefrnsive rn·onJinalDr in 
!'JK5_and became hem! coach for four years from J')8l{.'J!, Aflcr slops a! Tcnneosee anti l.1CI.A, 
he jometl !hi! profess10nal rnaclung: ranks fwm ]fJl)(1,J00.1 \\i!h the 1\riwna Cmlrnals. lk then 
joined 1he St. Louis Rams (2()().f.().i) and Scattlc Seahawks 1200(1-09) Last season was his 47th 

in coad1im,. 
rnm:ntly fesides in California. 

Peri Powell (Athlete - 1010,1 

!'en' l'owcfl (~lanin:; Fnry lli),'h School, Class of l97'l). She distingudicd 
herwlf ns a .rnpcih eoHq,:;; ~oftbaH player. l 1nfortunatcly for l'm1elL her !11gll 
school did nnt fkld a prep softball ic,mi. 

niat didn·! slop her. ho11e\er, fmm being ;in e\ceptiona! :uhlcie for the 
Purple Riders, kHcnng in !hre<o sports. 

Powdl stilt ralcs :is one nf !he finest b;iskc:h,1!1 players, rnafe m frmaie. in 
11-lartins Ferry hiotory. She poured rn 1,-104 points in her prep carl'er. In th:: 
prrx:ess. !he dynmrnte guard was accorded aH-Ohio honors as a junior and 
~enior. She was al;,n honored ;t, OVAC P!a;,er of the Year as a semor am! >1.1,:, 
captain or the A!!• Valley tem11 that same } ear. 

Po;\ ell disphiyed her \'ersatiliry by lettering four :,cars in vone} h,dl for the Ferrians \lhile ahn 
!euning !lm~c Je;1rs in track aml Held. 

Softbd! came to the forefmnt at tl1e ne\t level.a\ !'owe!! caml"'! a full \cholarship to !he Cn!!ep: 
of S1eu])t'n1,·iHe. As folc l\ould l!a1t iL t!w college did away with !he pmgra111 alkr 11H1 Jcars_ 

Powdl r~maincd und;irmted, hmsewr. She s111111ly took her_ vast ooflbdt skirts tn West Uherty 
S1alc College. ti was a move !hat paa! quick. albeit. short dindrnds. Powe!! earned firsHeam nil 
W\'!AC accolades in softball fnr1hc Lady~ h!hnppcs. She opted, however, w lea\l' West Lihcrty. 

It w;is 1101 the cnd_ofher coBcgrn!e e\ploH_s. as she dended ln ply hcr1r;idt a! Wheel in;: Collq:(: 
(now fr.mil hih·crsny). She S('npted a hri!!i:mt two-Jear career wrth the Lady (";m!inah. 

She a!!-WVIAC hnnors !x)!h seasuns and was nanwd ronfrrcncc pfa;er of the yc'ar as a 
senmr, .4}7 that ;enr, l'owc!I played in the NA!A national loumamenl 111 Snn Anwnio, 
Texas. Po\~eH was qJkil NAJA AIL\mc_rican, !he fir;.t Lady Cardi11a! :uMeh: lo C'\er gain that dis• 
1inctinn. Wheeling Collq:e retired !wr soltbal! Jcrsey in !'J87 

A Her her p!aymg (fa) s. Po1\e!l disringmilwd ht.'rsdf m the maehin;c, _ranks. She ~n ,:d as Whedi11g 
Cnl!ei;r head ,oliba!t coach for t\10 Jem,. bemg n,m11•d the WV!AC Coach ol" the Year. only m 1la1~ 
the col!q:e 1focomim1r the 1m1grai11. Pnwdl curren!fy ,,:n·s:s as ;i,;:;i.statl! soft hall mad1 al ii fort ms Ferry 

After receiving her St. C dip1nma. Noble went from one hilltop to another, She chme 
\\\'it Liberty Slate College lo cm11inue her athklic and academic pursuit and ,;he wa.~ a 
rarc t!m•e.sport perfonnn i11 collepc. She wa~ un impac\ pc'rformcr early 011 for 1he Lady 
\li!hoppeVi· vnlteybal! pmgrnm. She was named aJl.\\'V!AC as a ~ophunmre. junior and 
,;rnior. She helped lead WI.SC !O th,• conforenct ern11n in ]98 ! . AH-conftrence honors mu! i------;-;---;---;:;------;:--------------::=====:--
Noble hec;m1e s:,nonymuus. She earned all-\\"VIAC pfot1di1s ill baskdha!l as ii senior ant! J\;lark En1mcrling (.Athlete - 19u11s·) 
a, a junior aml s(:nior in sof!halL She wns inducted m!o the West Liberty Uniwrsity Ila!! 

0 

of Fame in 2000 Sill' rdumed a~ We'il Lillem ·~ !wad rn!!ed1a!l rnach from. ]'}8(,.j()')_'i J/[Jr/.; Emmuling (Emt Li,crpoo1 lli;d1 Schon!. Class of !9/\9), \\"n.•oiling 
Durmg that tcnure. she was !wice ( 1987 & 198!} ,oted \\'V,lAC VolieJhall. Coach nf 1he and Emmer!inr ;ire~ s;1m11ynmus. 
't\'ar, Noble is the chairperson of West Liher1.y·, Department of Health & llmmm pcrfor- lie i, 1h~ tmque~tmnet! grra!cst grappler thc Columbiana Cnun!y-based 
mance in !he 0)!kge of Education. ,chool has t:Va protl1iced. ;,,1ureo\er, hc is one of !he most suc;:essful in 

Ohio Val!n· Alh!ctit: Conference annals. 
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Emmer!il11,c reached rari!led air in J,uwary of !989. ·nmt is 11hcn the 
talcntrd and griny f\,aer kcamr only the scrond wre$tkr In wm four 
OV:\C mat dinmp1nnships. the other hdn~ kgemfary I lil!l of Fa.mer flobhy 
Douglas. Emmeilinµ c>tablishcd an E:ist Li\crpno! sdmn! rcnm!. chalking 
up P."i nm:er wrc:1:ling vic1mies. Ile alsn 01\nS !'oner sdmnl records for 
mo,t high schun! 1m1manwn! p!:ic\!S i 24L most pins ( Hlnt and rno'il d1nl•match victnries (l):!). 

Iii, fourth OVAC Tournament title a!so hrnugll! hun the co>ctnl Dadd Bierkor!lc Award. 
e111hlematic a, 1he 10urney's ~!VP Emrn..:rli11g capnm:d three sectional championships, thn:c: 
dbi_ric! cro1,m antl a regmna! t·mwn. !!ls ;!;!le 1oumament hopes were da:,hed by injuries as a 
;munr and sc'nior. I Ii'.; mat succr,;s ,,.;as w1dc!y ,·mhraci.'d hJ ihe liast L1vefjxx1! nm_n11um1y, ! le 

Loo Vend1t1! ,\1\·anl as the school ouh1andiag wn:~1!cr sshilc nho bcrn12 honored 
ma~or with "~lark Emrncr!inr Day·- 011 Feb. 6, ](JWJ 

!!is prc"p prn1\e~s led him lo \\'est Virgn1ia University \lb.err he earm.'ll 1110 mat letters for 
the ,\lo1mlainccG. 

Ile alw performed well in croos cou11!1}, earning fo11r kHcn for the !'011ers, 'tm! c~ce!ld in 
the dassmom, l~i11g inducted in 11\e school's National !!or.or Sode!) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Blaine Rose (Athlete - 1980s) Sylvia Crawley (Athlete· 19911s) 

JJ{aiue Hose {S1an1on lligh Schnol. Class of 198-1). ln its heyda:,. SyfriaCrmr/ey(Stct1benviHe llighSchnol.Classof 1990). Utilizin.¥ her6 
Srnmon boasted snmc nf !he pwmier athletes in the Ohio Va!ky, but ft.-1 frame, ihere wasn'! much ttlis m~ Red prnduc1 coutdn·1 doon a basket-
none were hcuer than Rose. !k was a !hrec-spmt standnut. who pos- ball floor. Playing primarily at cen1cr.Crawky de1·c!oped into one of the best 
sesse<l decathlete--!ikc 1a!ems in track while also skilled enough to cum pnsl p!JJers Stcubcnvilfe and the Ohio Valley ha:> ever seen. A 11iree-:,ear 
a Division I foot halt schofarship. kncrwinner. Crawley enjoyed her fil1es1 campaign as a senior when she aver-

Row nrn!d virtually do it alL whether on the gritlinm, baskeilmll aged !7.() poims a g3me and led !he Ohio Valley wi!h 19.4 rehounds and an 
rnun or in the 1rark arena. When 1he dt1s! settled on his suctess-!.1dcn aslrmndini,: 7..1 blod;ed shots. Crawk.-, who alsu kllered in track and field, 
prep career, Rose opted to continue his aihk!ic and ncademic career ;it t.'nded hn~pr!.'.p career with 978 pointS: 966 reboum!s and .158 blocked shots. 
lhe linivcrsiiy of/1.lar:rland. where he enjoJed a superb fooiba!J career. For her efforts, Crawley was twice rwmcd to 1he al!-OV,\C Class AAA 

The (1 ft- 5. :!JG-pounder was Stan1on·s only three-sports aH-Va!h:y first team ;md she captained the Ohio-side alf-Valfey squad as a senior after 
first-team sdection. l!e was alsn selected hy The lmelligenccr <h the: 198J-8,4 Ohio Va!k: earning ,econd team honnr, iis a jm1ior. 
AH .. Sp,:ins athlete of the year. While scoring. rebounding and hlod:ing ,hots ilt will, 1hc recrnit!ng picked up steam for Cmwky, 

Rose was a three-year starter in football, starring as a !!µht end and defenshe end. lie 1,ltn recei,cd ofkrs from i\onh CaroH11a State, fndiana, Tc.'l.a;; A&M. Minnesota and mmwrnus 
was sdce1ed as captain of the all-Valley Smar! Sthnol !earn as a senior. a sea.snn 111 w!ud1 o1her;;, bnt ;,he ,enfed on th.:: t fnh·crsity of Nonh Cmu!ina. For the Tar lleels. Cra1\lcy s::nrnl ! ,!58 
he collected inure ihan [00 tackles and caug!n :!J passes for Crn1r tondidnwns in a ground- pnims. t:rnbhed 581 rcl11:nmds and blocked 12] shots, while starling JOI rnrccr 1rnmes. !kr cmwning 
oriemed offense, achie,·emem. howercr, canw as a senior 11 hen she was named team captain and helped kad UNC 10 a 

Rose used his gre:ir size and mhkticism to sparkle in baske!lmll, finishing his career with J.l-2 n:t·ord and 1he NCAA National Champion.ship. Crawley a"-;cragcJ l J.6 poims and 5.2 rebounds 
I .051 points. He was accorded firsHcam all-OVAC and all-valley plat1dits while being per game that sea.son. Crawley was riamct! ACC Defensive Player ofihe Year three times. She w,is 
named third-learn alt-Ohio. lie averaged !8.!. 1mims and J.1..9 rd1ounds !hat campaign as an al!emate for !he lLS. Olympic Team in !9% and played on the na1ional team for the 1999 US. 
Stanton finished with a sparkling l?-4 mark. l'an-1\m Games nnd in the World l.111i-.-crsi1y Games. Nn11h Carolina retired Cra11!ey·s number ((Kl) 

Rose earned the rare disilnction of being a three-year al!-Va!ky !rack selection. I le and it's j11st one of I! jerseys to hang from the raf1crs in Carmichael Arena. 
excelled as a discus thrower. pole \'auhcr. high jumper whl!c lending his speed to Red Crawky's hoop cm,:er continued profcssiona!!y, She played !2 seasons in !6 diffcn;m cmmtries. 
Raiders· relay teams. lie was a U-foot 1mk vaulter which was remarkable for his size whl!e She pla)t::d in the now defonct ,\BL for live )C:trs and then ;1f1cr playing in Europe, sht: played three 
also tossing the discus !45 feet, winning nrnl!ip!c OVr\C titles in lliose events. ,easons in the \\'Nil,-\. During her lime with the Pmtla11d Power in the ABL, Crav,ley 1,on a slam 

After picking up his Stmmrn diploma. Rose matricutaicd to Mary!amJ, !e!!ering four :i ears dunk contest with a b!intl·fo!ded dnnk. ,-\fter hi; p!aJ iflg career. Crawley got imo coaching. Site served 
for the Terrapins. lie was the backup tight end his first two yc:ars before landing the s!aning as an assistalll at UNC and Fordham hefore being hired ns the head coach a! Ohio U11ivcrsi!y. She 
spot as a junior. By the time he was a senior, Ro,e had blossomed imo a 6 fL 5, '.!(-,(/-pounder hc!d that J¾JS\ for 1wo season., am! then accepted 1he Boston Colkge job. resigning in March of 2012 
1,hich resulted him mnvinl! 1o a s1,ming guard s!nt. ·n1c mrn-e paid dividtnds :L\ it e;m1ed him d1ing health reaso11s. 
emry into 1he NFL Ile was on the New England I'atrlozs· iaxi squad in !(JIX) nml the Miam[ 1-------------------------------------l 
Dolphins' rn.,i ,'>{\\tad in !991. Rose·s pro foothal! days ended in lo/l1 ;,hen he pla;ed for the 
Orlando Thunder of tin: Worfd Fomba!! League. Bethany Piccolini (Athlete. 2mtt1s) 

lletlumy l'iceolini (St. C!airsrillc I !igb School. Class of'.!001 ). h didn't m:mer 
Ben Taylor (Athlete. 1990s) rhe sport, tll!s Lady Red Devi!,' pru<luc1 shined.A mainstay in h:1,ketb;1H and a 

Slate champion in track ant! field. i1 was in volkyhafl 11chcre !'iccolini really left 
Be11 Tar/or {Bellaire ll!fih School. Clas, nf 19fJ7). There·s tourrh her mark on the Lady Red Devils'ath!c!ic program. 

am! then iherc·s the way t!iis Big Reds' all-Ohioan pfoyed 1lm:mgh(lu1 Pkrn!inl was a fouqear tcuerwinnt!r for the Lady Red [kvi!s. eaming the 
his career. \L~am\ Mo,t V;1h1ab!c P!a;er honor bo1h as a junior and senior. Leading t!ie 

It didn't rnat1cr what sitle of !he ball, Tay!nr was heal'i!y i111-olved !n Lady lk:vits in nearly C\ery s1a1istkal ca!l•goi)'. l'iccolini was named firsHcam 
the success of the Big Reds' frxithaH program in 1hc mid J')(){h, D1irin:z alH)hio as ;1 wninr. On top of ihe honor. Picrn!ini was named the Disnict 12 
Taylor's career, in which he earned three le11ers, ihe Rig Reds compi!.::d P!njer ofihe Year and was a first !cam all·OVAC selection. She also captained 
a .15-3 record. the inaugural all-Times Leader team ns a senior. As a jtmior. Piccolini eamcd 

Two of those three losses came in the Ohio Division IV Stme first-w.1m District 12. al]-OVAC first team and honorable mernion all-Ohio. 
Champirniship Game. During !hose seasons, Tay[or saw ilme a1 line- I !er prowess in l'Ol!cybaU eamctl h<.'.r a scholarship to Eastern Michigan University where she was 
backer, safely and wide receiver for Coach fo!m Maghtro's squad_ Taylor, v,ho was a first a four-year !encrwlnner. Sher.ink;; !Jth in E:\IU career mnkings in bmh kil!s and al1Wlph and is 
1cam alt-Ohioan and a ··/\Jr. FomhaH" finalists as a senior_ finished his career with J-t8 tick- eighth in block <bsists_ lkr hitting percemage of .778 ranks thin! and she once had 10 Mocks in a 
lcs and 12 interceptions on defense. lie wa5 also a maim!ay in the passing gamL•. catching match. 11-hich is 1ied for l!!h. 
1:m passes for 1,679 yrrrds and 12 touchdowns in his career. lie was a!so an outstanding In track, Piccolini utilized her jnmpingabi!ity a., a high am! !ongjumper. She wo11 the Dil'ision !l 
punter. Ile also owns 1he lkl!aire single-season rccon.! for recqitions in a season (70) and sinte tilfc in both e\cn!s. She was a long jump champion a5 ajuninr :iml finished second \h~t s,;ason 
career. !!is c;\n:er tnckle number ranks third in lklfain: history and hb !')2 rnckks in a in the high jump. Picrn!int·s alJ.tiJnc bcs1 highjumpof5 fL () is still the Division 11. Region 7 record 
season rnnks second. llis receiving ynnlagc is fourth. Taylor was chosen for1he Ohio North· as weH as the hest•-cvcr in 1he Ohio Valley.As a senior, Piccohni brought home 1he >late fold in the 
Somh AH-S1nr Game and was chosen as a !cam captain. He also !onk part in the OVAC high jump, clearing 5 fL 7. l!er mark of 18 ft. 1/2 in .. 11.hich r:mk.., thirtl all-time in the Ohio Valley. 
AH-Siar Game and cap!nincd that squad. was gni:xl enough for third place. She al.m qllalificd to the state meet in the 400 once mid ran on 

lie landed a scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years. Ttw !lokics 1,ere 39-9 sprint 11:'!ays for the Lu!y Red [kvHs tha! also qualifa•d for 1hc s!a!c mccL PiccoUni was a!soa fhe-
during Taylor's career in Blacksburg, En mute to being named a semifinalist for the Butkus time OVr\C champimL She was chosen to take part in !he pn.•stigious Midwest Meet of Champions. 
Award, which goes 1o the nm ion "s premier collegiate !lnehnckcr. Taylor recorded 3 ! 8 tackles placing second in the tong jump. fourth in lhe high j1rn1p and si\th in !he -IOO. 
and seven career sacks. I-le was twice named ull•Amcrican and all-Big EasL ;\her finishing On !he basketlmH court. l'icco!ini scmnl more thnn ! .000 poi ms in her can.•er and eamcJ first·leam 
1hc regular season undefratcd m 1999, ·rnylor and 1he l!okics (who llad /1.lichad Vick at aH-Ohio as a senior 1,hen she scored 18 points a game. She was firsHcmna!!-OVAC a, a senior and 
quanerbaek) p!nyed in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National Oiampionship against Florida ,he w,t- also chmen for the OVAC All-Star Game. She was twice named team ~!VP 
State. The llnkies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chmen for the East-West Shrine Game nfier the While a1 EMU, Pil'co!ini joined the Eagles' track 1eam and finished fif\h m the ~lid-,-\rnelican 
20()! season. He was 1t1cn drafted In 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth rmrmL Conference Ou1deor Championshir, Mee! in the high jtimp, Pkcohni grad11a:c,:l frum Eas1em 
lie spcm four seasons at linebacker with !he Browns and then signed with the Green Bay Michigan in 2006 with a dcgn-e in Sports Medicine-E~ercise Science. She th~n eam~-d a tloc10ra1e 
Packers in 2006. hu1 in,juries ended !tis professimw! playi11g career. ,\!J told. he recorded 218 of Physical ll1erapy from Wheeling Jc.mi! University in 2008. 
career wcktcs in the NFL am.I had one imercep1ion. 1---'----'.:...-----'------'-----------.·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-,----l 

Along wi1h Taylor's footbal! abilities. he was a memher of two OV,\C Champinmhip ,Jedidiah Stephen (Athlete. 2000s) 
haskeiball teams coached hy OVAC Hall of Famcr Gene An1111ir.mte. The 1997 Bi!,! Ret1,· 
!mop squad won !he dis1rkt 1i1!e. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career and 
then ran !rack as a spriruer. 

Taylor was inducted to the Bd!nirc lligh Schoo! llal! or Fame in 2005 
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Jetli1/iah Stephe11 (Shenm1doah High School. Class of 1{){)2). There isn·( a 
sporl you can name 1hat 1his former Zep didn ·, shine in !luring his high sch1x1! 
career. \\'hik earning all-Ohio in footbnll and basketball. ii was on ihe basctml! 
diamond where Stephen C.\p,_'rienced his greatest succeVi. 

A fot1r-year sraner for the 7.eps. Stephen was 011c of the finest hiucrs the Ohiu 
Valley has ever seen. Ile !,:,d the 7.eps in hitting as a senior at 541, 11, hich sti!! 
s1and.s as the school"s all-time best. For his career. Stephen haued A75. Ile n!so 
had significant pop in his bat as cvidem::,._! by the 12 home nms he hi! as a senior, 
"hlch ranked second in Ohio !hat sea_qm_ 

S!ephen made :m impact early in his basd1al! earL~r, reading the 7..eps in home 
rniE (6) nm.I ;1vera!!e (.474) as a freshman, lie wa.s 11an1t"l.! lo the all-Eastern District team 1!m .. -c times 
and earned firsH<.'.71m aH-Ohin as a senior. ,\[ong 1dth that, he w;t,; named al!-OV,\C and nll-PVC 
numero\ls times during his can.'t'r.As a senior. he ,;-as narnetl OVAC C!ass A,\A Player of the )·car am.! 
was chosen for the l\lirnno ,\11-Smr Te,'lm .. llc was a four-time n.-cipiem of the '"Gn!tlen Bat Awartl." 

S1ephe11 signed a hasehall scho!ar,hlp ,, lth llie Ohio State University and made an ins tam 
impact.;\ four-Jear !cnerman. he swned !1)5 games at third hase and shomtop and batted _186 for 
his cal"l.w. lie had 13.'i hits, 18 home runs. 95 RBI. scored SJ runs and d1ew 40 walks.A nmh!p!e-
1ime all-,\cademic !Jig Ten sck-ciiun. he was named second team a!h:onfel1.'nce as a senior. lie 
hat! a hriefs1im as a pri.,tessional. lie was draf1nl in the Clghih mund ofihe ~l.tjor l..eague Basclmfl 
Dral\ hy tlie Ba!timnrc Orioles. 

Before senlin!! s1rict!y on ba~lm!I. Stephen w,1s a four-year fcueminn fn footha!L An rn11,wndinµ 
pumcr am! defensive hack, Stephen hml a brilliant ~cninr season a( quaner!Jack. camln~ first !cam 
aJ!.()hio.aH-OVAC. ~!!-PVC and an invitation 10 !xwh the 1'onl1-Sonth and OV:\C AH-Sur Games. 
He finished his prep wilh 4.!!0 )an.ls and 42 touchdo1,11s passin.t. !le ran for !!)()2 yanb 
and J2 1.ouchdowns. the defensi\e side. he picked off !9 passes. 

On the basketball murt. Stcplm1 hdpcd guide !he /.eps to a 50-!7 
fiUcd it np for 25 1x1i1m a g;mK' as a senior and finished his rnr:cr with 
uf th-ibC dr;rinJ !u, fowl Gtl11jli1lfn. lnclm1irig a singk t'.tme hij,:h 
a!I-O!uo:u1 as :1 ~ninr and e;m1t'd 0!1iu Di1;15inn I!! Stue 
ll'ilh L'litcm Dhnict l'li\ycr of the Year, :i11-0VAC 
nominee for "~!r". !fasldnff' am! touk part in bs1(h 
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James Companion (OVAC Contributor) 
James F. Companion, Jr. (foe Lins!y Schon!. Class of 1990) !-le 

e~tnb!ished Sdmlastic Spons Markcti11g. !.LC a!m1g with Bill !11knfr!d 
in 2004 (he kt\ hcen the sole owner since 20! ! ) !o help high sdmo! 
leagues misc money to enhance the overall experience for hi['h school 
SHHkn1-athktcs hy developins revenue sm.:ams while fostering aware• 
ness of the a1htwc e\ cnts, conferences and institutions. 

Schol:1,;tic Spons Marketing, LL(' bq!an lb n.>sotiation with the 
OVAC in tilt 20().).06 ,chool year, owrsecing markcilni: and promo­
tions for !he confrrcnce .. Companion ha5 ,ccurcd local. regional and 
nationnl >ponsorsllip!i I among them the likes of McDonakfs, 1-luntlnginn Bank and S_uhwi.iy 
Restaurants) and not only acquires 1!w ~pomon, but makes sun~ that 1he bills an~ pauL 

Thanks to SS\.l. nmn· than 57:'i0.000 has been i;cneratcd to help make t!w Conference nm, 
including more than $2181)00 P..'Wrn to th,; schooh through the baskct[nl! playoffs owr ihe 
past seven year and more 1han 542,000 to prnvidc certified trniners at every Conference• 
nm cvcn1.. SS\-1 has aho served as the m:ukc!ing arm for the Wrs! Virµima '·Super Sh'. 
Srntc roo1baH Champiumhips since 2008 and. along with \\TOV-TV9, directs the »OVAC 
Kid.off NiDht" each ye;ir. Priur to fomi!ng Sdm!::t,1ic Sports tvlnrketing, LLC, Companinn 
perfornwd markl'ting and pmmntion duues at hoth Davidson College and the llniversi1y 
of South Carn!ina; served as im a:;sociille commission.:r uf !lie Big South Conk·rcncc: and 
served on n:uinna! Association of Collegiate i\larkcting Administratilrs (NAC.\IA) BoanL 

Bob Roe (Coaches) 
Jfob Roe (War,\o,:,<l !ligh &hool, Clas, of He did ii al! m the 

athlciic realm: a takr.ted athktc; a mu!ti-spm1 11ho suCC<-\!1kd at hmh 
1he hip.h ',dl(lol and college lcvd:_ and e\'cn an officiaL 

At 1hc wne he rctin.:d fmm l11gh school coac!m1g in 1965 to take 1hc 
West Lilh.'rty State CoHe[:C job, Roe was the \\'Hmmgcs1 fooi!u!l roach in 
OVAC history with a !82-122-3! r,:-cnrd. He ccnicht'd at \V;mHxid !-ligh for 
10 \ears ( 19., l •4()) and then at \V]w,:linn: I lir.'.11 for 2•1 sc;i,(ms ( !94 f-6--1). 

!le wa~ the \\inning cn•coae!i (wall !r.;in Howell) of the !!Gt West 
Vlrglnia-Ohio ,\H .. Star Fno1hall Game in 19-tt), !~atlng Ohio f3· 7. lk btcr 
\U\'('{l a, the All Star Game Dlrt'ctnr fnm1 [9-16·62. 

He ;1!<;0 bl the Whcdi11g boys' 1rack ,quad lo three straight OVAC !ilks ( !1J.-l-l-16) and a 
rare one-class W. \'.i. slate diampionship in !9-16 (Ins teams were m1mer•up in !9-13 and '+4). 

Al West Ubt'rty, he coached the ililhoppers flir nlnc season~ including ;m unbeaten season in 
!970 nm! intn the NA!A playuffs in ]970 and '7! as West Virginia Conference champin11s. His 
WLco:ld1im; record was 50-24•7. Ht was 1wicc llil!TIL¼l WVC Coach of the 'fr;1r. 

Roe Wlb :llso a h:1skc1h:dl official for 20_ years. s-crvint: t!m.'e terms ob president of the Ohio 
\'alley Board of Approved Basketball Officials. 

As;m mhkte,hc was a team captain ofi!w \\'arwood High foo1hall team .im! a four-_:earrnrsiiy 
perfonn.:r at Bcth:my Cnllcg.: 

Ht~. \vho pas<;<:d a\l'ay in !984, is a mcm(lt'r of fhc mhcr halls of fome West Virginia State 
Sports. City ofWht't:ting. L1pJX'r Ohio Valley Dapp,.:r Dan. West Liberty l ;niwrsity and lkthany 
Colleµ:c Ile was aho the rcdpicm of the OVAC Track Cat Gifnn AwanL 

Paul Rickards (Athlete - 19-llls) 

l'm1/ Rickarils (\Vheding High Scl!ool. Class of !944). He was a thrl't:· 
ipnrt star who w;is laiwkd by Ha!! of Fame coach Bob Roe as lhl' best 
fnntbaH pla;cr he cwr coached. The 6-foot• ! , !(){}.pounder pfoyn! u:nter 
ns a sophomore hefon.: hccomins a running-passing qtmrtnb;tck•tailbatk• 
!i1wbadn-puntcr for the Wildcats. !k was 1he on!y t1HHime fir,t team. 
one.da.,s nl!-sta!t'r in 1942 and !943 and was nl!etl the top ,1a1c pas,cr 
for 11,0 A\ a he completed Ml iw~,es a ran: tnta! the 
1inK' for TDs and for 10 :,con:s. He abo was the- lop 
tackler. l.:!d; rcrnmcr and punier. He earned nickname of .. !'itching Paur· 
became or passing in era or mo\tly 

ln bash:thal!. he \\'ih a thr<-'C•\ear and hdprd 
ti1k as a junior whi;n Wheeling· rcrnr-J hy 
first team Al!·O\':\C 011 the !'ir1t-n·er sdei.::1ions and first ieam rn1t'-clii>\ 
and second team a, a junior 

!111rack. he mm a rnre "douhk" in the onc-clas~ ~rnte meet, 
shot put for the ,tale rnnner-op team. lie aho hdp,:d \Vhcding 
onc-dass OVAC crowns. 

!lie long jump and 
of1hree \trairht 

Rt'crn1tcd for football hy PitL he was a four•:car !t'Hermm1 who led the NCAA in passing 
yards a, a frcohman with a schoo!-recon! Sl/7 yards. 

!-le also pb)cd nm: ;ear io the NFL with !lie Los Angdes Hams. !fr pas,cd away in !999 
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Bill Brubaker (<JVAC Family) 
Hill flrulmker (~kchanic.>bUfl!. Pa. Hi;J1 School. Clas, of !97-1}. Not 

only !ms Brnhakcr enjoyed an ultra•sucn~ssful 34-~ ear stint as head swim­
mini..' co,1d1 m 'l11t.' Unslv Schoo!. he\ bcn1 a drivin~ fon:cc IX'hind 1hc con­
tim1Cd i;m1qh of the spor1 thmughoul the Ohio \'Ji1Cy Athktic Confercnn.'. 

J-k has Sjklll his emire ]ugh ~chool co;iching :H Lins!y and has 
rnn:inu<;d the school's amazing OVAC dominance the pool. nmhakcr"s 
!isl (lf confen:nct- titles includes: nm1lmtcd titles ( !981 .. '!12, '83 and '84): 
boys ti!les \ 1985, '86. '87, '88, '89. '90, '91, '92. '99. 2rnn. 'C4, '5, \19, 
• !O,. ! L '12. '13!: and girls 1i1lcs (1990. '9!. '9.1. '9--L 2(Xl9,' ! 1,. IL 1.1}. 

He ha, coached four A!l•Amttic:111 swimmers Ben llalk!!, Jenm 
Loew, ·niemn Pappas nnd Kevin Rmqmppa and has coached a toul·of 31 Aca(kmic AII­
Amerll'am. llmhaker serves as ihe mtc! dir,:,cwr of the OV1\C Swimmins Champinmhips and 
the en.·m was renamed the Bill Bmhaker Swimming Championship,; in 2013. 

Fm "llm'·. swimming is a J65•day a year sprn1. cn·rylhinµ: from regular s.ca.>(m high schoo! 
meets to s.ummn meets 10 AAU cumpetllions. 

As an a!Mcw, Brnhaker was a four-;:,car fcllcmmn in swimming at ;\.kchanic,hmg !ligh and 
a four-)C<ir lcnerm:m at \\'est Virginia tinhersity, He S£r.·cd iL\ team captain and won the John 
Law Award as the outstan_ding semnr swinuna. ,\her obtaining llis Bachelor nf Science \kgn.·e in 
Educ:nion :ind Tc;1chmg !rom West Virginia UntH.'rsi!y, he six.·nt a JC.Jr as an assistant co,1ch with 
the /l.loun1ai1K"1.'rs • swim team and ser.cd one :, car a\ meet din."1.'10r of the E,1,,tcm ln1crrnlkgiatc 
Swimming Championc,hips, A teacher a! Lins!y since 1980, he serves as chair nf the Sn1:ia! 
Studies Depart1nent. 

Jim Potts (Coaches) 

Jim Potts (Buck!1an11nn-Upohur Hi[ch School. Class _of [96-1). !'otVi began 
tcadung at Camcrml in !97! and he s1aned the junior high wres!ling program 
ther<: that year. He spent 3! years as head wrestling C(Mch of the Dragons 
( 1974,2005 J am! later returned as an assist:im varsity co:iclt for \e\'era! years. 
Pons compikd an lmprcssi,·c ,16:J-9-1----1 dual meet tt..'Cord, winnlng 87 touma­
nu:nt championships am! finishing as nmner up on :16 ("JCC<bions. In OVAC 
rnmpe!ition1 Potts•lcd ma1 squads amassed 15 OVAC Clas5 A mumamcnt 
championstups 0984, '9!. '92, ·q:1. '94 .. ·95, '%, '97, '98, '99, 2000, '01. 
'02, ·03 and ·05): finishing as the owrnl! ,crnnd or third place: finish-er as 
\\CIL Ills teams lllso won !5 OVAC Dual !>.-!eel drnn1piomhip,. Pons was 
n:imcd OVAC Wrestlinµ Co:ich ufthe Year a wrn! of !5 times. I !is !996 team won the first Bob 
Sandler Spommanship Award. 

In stale compditirn1, Cameron won fouretm\ccuiivc W .. \'a. ctass AA/A rl1;1mpiomhips i lq9l-
94) and finisfwd a, the rnmwn1p 1hrcc times. I le was n;uncd West Vi1vinia Class AA/A Co;:ch 
of the Year fiw 1imes ( !9}N, '91, '92. '9J and '94). 

I le received the OVACs pn:,tigious '·,\Ir, ;\fa( award in 2rxl8 for hb dedicmion and service !\l 
the sport of wrestling and was indllc!Cd inw the W.:st Virginia Chapter of the Nauon:i! Wrestling 
Ila!! of Fame in 2(X)7 

1-k abo ~erYL'{l a.> head foo1haH nrnch at Cameron for!! Jcar;. posting a 5,1 • .15 ovc:rn!! n:cord 
indu<ling one ;ipp,;-:1r.111Cc in 1hc W. Va. Chm A s!ale scminnals. Hc coadwd \Y \'a. to a 22- l4 
win Cl\'\'r Ohio m the OV\C A11-St:ir Foo1baH Cla~sic in !98(J_ Pons also spt•nt time as !he head 
trnck and hasclm)l coach. 

As an a1h!ett·, Potts cornp,:tcd in thr(N,: sports 1 wrestling, frx11ha11 m1t! ha,ddf) at Buckhannon• 
l_lpshur \I here he was a member of the s::hool\ 196:1 ,rn1e championship foo1hall tc;1m and 1hcn 
p!ayed bo:h foothaU and lmwball (a first team a!!•tonferturc selection/at Glenville State College, 
earning his dq:rt~· there in 1967 

Jack Prettyman (Omcia1s1 

]ad Prettrmar, (Moundsvilk I lir:h School, Clas, of ]958L One of the 
be~t-known (Jffida!s in the Ohio Vii"l!ey, he n:lired in 2007 after working 
.lJ years a; a member of the Ohio ,Valley Board of :\ppW\"ed Football 
Officrnb, spending l\\'O,Ytars as premknt. two years a nce-prc:,r<l.:n! and 
10 \cars on the E.wcum·e Board: ant! 20 vear'i as a mcmhn of !he Ohto 
Va!ley Board of' Appron:d Ba~kctbaH OITlcta!s, ~en'ing as president and 
Yice-presidcnt. 

lk worked WVSSAC playnff game., for JO ;enrs, including the finah 
t'ight w11cs, as \Wl! as the Wc~t Virgmia Not1h-Suuth Al_! S1ar Game; and 
spem 20 ;cars wurkrng O!ISAA playoff games plu, the Oltin North,Sm!!h 
Atl•Star (Jame. 

Preuyman officiated the Rudy Mmntcy OVAC AH-S1nr Charity Foo!haH Classic f!\'e times 
and was the f-!onorary Referee ,11 the game in 2008. 

Ile ofnciatetl \\'est \'irpini;i Cnnfrrcl1ce 1wmt's for_ JO ~cars in ha1ketbi11! and 27 in foo1baH. 
indudir,g 20 years a_1 the fina!, in haskctbaH and eight years of playoffs ia football: and he 
also worked g;1mcs m the Eas1crn 8 and At!an!it to conferences for 25 ;c-ars, indudlng JO 
:icars of pfayoff 11ctior1. 

Prenyman officiated thee years in the pmfessioni!I Indoor Foo1baH Lcar;w;, working the 
clrnmpionship pmK' in 2002. 

A res idem of'G!en Dale. he nxcivcd th.: Robct1 Dawson OVAC Baskc!haH Officinh Award 
in 2002: a Speci.11 Achicwmcnt Award from !he Dapper Dan Cfuh of the I ipper Ohiu \'al!cy 
in 2008 and several SCf\'il'e awards from various officia1ing uqrnni1..ations. 

J\tlike Ingram (Athlete - 1950s) 
,\like Jngmm (lkf!airc High Schno!. Cl11os of !957). Nicknamed "The 

Tank'' !weause of his physical play as a .),foot•9, 220-imund fuHback• 
!indmck,·r. he was a t!m,c-spot1 Big Reds' in ft¾Jlh:1!1, bashc!hall 
am! track. He led BdLii11: !n football records 9-0- ! , 7 ·> and 5-5 

lk was a tWO•timc ,\II.Eastern Ohio choice who was A!l-OV,\C Cass 
,\/\ !!r~t team, Al!-V,1lky ¼'.l'ond !cam, and AP Al!·Ohio second team ;is 
"Jimwr 

Rccmitcd by Ohio State coach \\'rn1dy lla;ies. he was convened to nn 
offrmive guard-linebacker and becan1c a 1hrct'-year Buckeye s1:1r1er and 
[9(,l !cam n,.cap!ain for the };.(l.] record Ten Conference champion5 
which were ranked No. 2 in both wire pnlb. 'Ilic 8·2 record 19(-,0 !cam 1v,r; ranked 
No. 8, 

He earned firs! team r\!l- Big Ten as a senior and pbyed in the Ea,i-Wc.,t Shrine game and 
Hula Bowl game. lk was drafted the NFL \\';Ehing!nn Redskins and AFL Bo,:on l'airioLs. 
hut didn'o pfay pm ha1L He :rn-lly in 1981 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Jim Kerr (Athlete. 1950s) 

Jim Kerr (SL Clairsvi!k High School. Class of !9S7) Mier playing 
quancrback ns a junior. the firsi-year (doot, 180-pound runninp !Jack 
kd the Red Devils 10 a 7--0-2 record white leading the Ohrn Valley in 
scoring with a school-record !SO points in nim: games. Ile mshed for 
1.198 yards (SJ yards per carry) ,md landed six pass receptions for 
81 yards. 

As a defensive hack, he had seven pass in!erteptions and the speed­
ster also n:!llrned kicks {7 kickoffs for :,23 yards and fl\'e punts for 
!:0.1 yards). He earned AH-Oh!n,A!I-V;il!ey, Al!-OVAC and A!l-fais1w1 
Ohio football honors and Ile also competed in track. 

The multi•!hrea! back e:1rned ;1 scholarship to Penn State where he was a tliree•ye,ir regu 
tar nmnim.: back•defrnsin: back and kick rernmer 011 teams wtth records of 7.3, 9<! and 
6-3-1. As fl senior. he was the N!t!any Lions' top msher, pass recein'r. kickoff rsowmer and 
scorer. He scored three (ouchdowns as<ainst Annv. In his last two seasons, Penn State won 
!he first two Uherty Bowls over A!abiima and oregon. 

He was drafted hy the Washington Redskins and was u regular safety ln his only two 
seasons. As a rookie, he led the Redskins in pass interceptions (7) and kickoff returns t !--I 
for 385 ynrtls) before being s!nwed by a leg injury, He is deceased. 

James 'Junior' lVloore <A1hlc1c- t960sJ 
James "]1111ior" ,lfoore (Wheeling High School. Class of [969). He 

was 11 !hrce-sport Wildcat aH-star in football, basketball and b,isebal! 
who earned a foo1bal! scholarship to Wake Fores!. 

In football. the 5-foo1-!0. 170-potmd nmning hack-dcfensi\·c back­
kick rcmmer was the OV's top Class AAA rnsher with ! .142 yards on 
189 carries with nine TDs plus J---1 pass rcn:ptions for !81 yards and 
a score. lfe was firsi team All-Vallev, A!I-OVAC, Al!-Moumaineer 
League and AH-City Offense and IkfCnse while earning second 1cam 
Class AAA All-State while p!acing sixth in voling for the Kennedy 
Award. He was second team AH-Valley us a junior. 

A 1wo-year basketball !eucnnan on top Wildcat teams, the lcft-h,rndcd poim gwmJ !ed the 
1969 !cam in scoring (20 ppg), steals and assists as Wi!dcnts went 19-1 in regular season 
!O win the OVAC Class AAA crown and ranked Nn. 2 in the final state regular season 
polL He earned first team Class AAA AH-State. AH-OVAC,. Al!-VaHey, All-City and Al!­
Moumaineer League. As a junior. he was six!h man on n W1ldc:it !cam 1~hich advanced tn 
the stn1e Class AAA semifinals. 

In bascha!I, he earned 1hrce letters as a first baseman-pitdtcr and stan..:d on !lie sratc one­
class championship !cam as a junior. He earned second team one-class Al!-S!alc twice am!, 
as a senior, wns first team AH-Valley while leading the \V!ldcat.> in hining ( -➔~6) 

At Wukc Forest, he led the freshman team in mshing hefow earning 1hree \·arsity !eners 
and hl."'!ping the Deacons, as a sophnmore, win 1hclr first-e\"Cf Ai!amic Coast Cnnfcrence 
title. He was a nmning back. wide rcceln:r. defensive back and kickoff-punt rdtm1er- He 
averagcd over :::!O yards per kickoff returns for his cureer am! had an 89-yard TD return vs. 
Virginia Tech as a junior. 

Gordon Gordon (Athlete. I970sl 
Gordon "Chor/es" Gordo11 (John Mnrshal! High School. Class uf 

1977). f-le was nothing short of omstnnding for the i\lonarchs ln three 
sports - track. wrestling and foo1ball. 

As a weightrnan in track for the powerful JM thindads. Gordo_n esrnb­
lished the all-rime Ohio Va!ley discus mark nn the strength of lus !6{).9 
toss as a senior. a se,1sm1 in which he won the OVAC Class J.A am! West 
Virginia siatt' discus championships. He was ~econd in the state ~hot pm 
event with a hea\'e of 52•--I. As a junior, he was OVAC and state discus 
runner-up to OVAC Hall of Fa mer John Leon of Brooke 

He grappled for OVAC 1-la!l of Fiunc Coach Bi!! !fowgardncr and scripwt.! a senior 5eason 
to rcmernher. Gordon went undefeated, reading the Monarchs to the ol"CraH OVAC crown. 
He went on to cap his mat career with !he W. Va. Class AAA heavyweight title. 

Gordon wa.s also n standout on the football fidd, staning three years as nn offensiw line­
man and linebacker, He received a!J.i\loumaincer League and al!,OVAC taurels 11s senior, 
a!thmtgh the Monarchs won just one game, . . . 

Tl1e 6-2, 255-pounder recef\ed an offer to walk on to the WVU foetba!l program. !he 
move paid off as Gordon earned a full scholarship while srnninp: !wo seasons on the offen­
sive !inc nm! lel!er!ng three (imes. 

His senior season of !980 marked the inaugural camp:1ign for Coach Don Neh!en and new 
i\foun1aineer Field. He was elected as a co,eap1ain that scnson. 

Mike Smith (Athlete - 1980sJ 
Mike Smit/1 (Buckeye Trail High School. Class of 1983). He enjoyed 

huth persona! and team success as the first four- year haskctbal! letterman 
for !he Warriors. 

Individually. Smith finished a stellar hoops career with 2,188 p<.1ln1s, 
which ranks 23rd al!•time in. the OHSAA record book. 

f-le scored 25 pHints in his first varsity game as a freshman. finishing 
with_ 25-4 poims that season. He !lwn displayed remarkable consistency, 
sconng 6:::!5 as a sophomore; 643 as a junior ;md 666 as a senior for a 
four-year average of 22.8 points per game, , 

Snuth was selected w the all,O!uo C!ass A firs1 teilm three 1m1cs, 
inc!udlng heing nnme<l the "P!ay:er of 1he Year .. in !983. I-le was also a 1hree•time first team 
a!l-Eastcm Distnct ant! all-Distnc! ! 2 se!cc!ion. named "!'!ayer of the Year" on both learns 
as a senior; and was a first team a!!•OVAC Class 2-A honoree. He played in !he OVAC All­
Star BaskethaH Classic and the Ohio :-.:orth-South A!l-Srnr Game following his ~enior ~ca­
son. In addition to ranking as Trnil's all-time leading scorer. he is also !he !e;:ding rebounder 
wi1h 6·13 and is !hird .iH-tirnc in free throw percen1age nt 83,9 percenL 

During Smi1h • s cancer. Trail posted a spnrk!ing record of SS'.8 crnder !lit: guidann: of Co:ich 
Terry Le;::gcn. The Snm!1 led Wamors won t!m'c secuonnl titles, three distnrt crm,m awl 

diampionshlp. a ,;are ,rn,mornrn,."l'l"'"'""' m !9t{l w1th SmHh scot-
in !hat ?!Hlle, Trail 

cominm:d w shmtc:1,e talents at ."''::l''· 1;m•Oso,.00•;1 rn 
[987 with in business. A four•vear lcttennan, be ranks ninth on the 
Grnmle with ! ,7-l 1 pDints. -

He was inducted imo the District 12 Basketball Conchcs Hull of Fame in 20!0 
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Alan Jack (Alhlclc - 1960s) 
Alan Jack (Wimerwille High School. Class of !%6). He w;is a three­

year staner as n 6. foot. 205•pound fllllback-!incbad:er on teams coached 
by OVAC Hall of Farner Bob Kettlewell that wellt lJ.J. 8- t-1 and 9- ! with 
only one fo.>s to Ohio \:··dley foes. Hie las1 mo teams also won Big Eight 
League ti!fes. He was a b!ocking fo!lback but, us a senior. he also rnshed 
l !5 time's for 583 yards and scored 60 points. 

Ills senior honors included Alf.()VAC Class AAA, AII-Vat!ey Big 
School. All--E:isiem Ohio and Al!-Big Eight. 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio Staie and. after pfoying on the fresh­
man !eam, he l,ecamc a 1hrec•year srnrter as a 6-foot, 220-pmmd offen­
sive guard on !cums with records of6.J, JO•O and 8· l. The unbeaten !968 Big Ten Conference­
champion team defeated an OJ. Simpson-led Southern California team. 27- !6 in the Ro~e 
Bowl and was crowned National Champion with a Nn,! ranking ln !with national p<i!!s. 

Jack was sdectcJ rn-rnptain of the Buckeyes· 8-1 record !969 team which was en-Big Ten 
Confcn:ncc champion. 

He also played in the 1970 Hula Bow! gmnc. 

Rick Coles (Athlclc - 1970s) 

Rick Coles (Whce!inµ High. Class of !971 ). He w11s a stnr forthc Wild­
cats in both foo1bal! and baskctba!L camin)! a scholarship to West Virginia 
Universitv in 1he lauer, 
The 6-3.· ! 70•pound guard enjoyed a rccorJ-scning hoop career. Hearer­

a11ed 3.1 7 in the regular season ;is a senior. kadin11 !he Wildcats to a 2 !-3 
n:cord and OVAC Championship honors. That sqtlad also went on w win 
sectional and !l.'gional !i!les en rolllc to a stale iourney berth. 

Ile tied the ~cho-ol"s single-game scoring record. held by legendary Ev­
cwt Brinkmnn. with 5cl poillls in a 147-88 conquest of Oak Glen. He a!sn 
averaged an amuing 22 rebounds per gnme in his fowl campaign. 

For his c;1rcer. Coles ne1ted I 389 p<:1in1s,jus1 22 shy of Wheeling High·s school standard. 
1-k wus a two-time all•Val!ey "Big Schoo!", aJI.OVAC and at!,W.Va. first !cam honoree 

Co!es was selected as state player of the year by the Morgantown Touchdown Cllth following 
his senior campaign. 

Coles n!so starred on t!Je gridirnn. lettering three years while perfonning at quanerback. 
wide rccc-iver and defensive back. As a senior. he ranked second in OVAC C!ass AAA pass­
ing yards with more thnn ! JOO yards. 

Coles also used his versatility and nthle!itism on the Wildcats· track 1£.'arn. competing in 
rdays and as n high jumper. 
At W\lli, Coles was 1he secoml-kading scorer ns the Moumaincers' freshman sqund Vfa his 

1---i-poin! average. Ile earned a le Her as a sophomore. playing in 22 g_ames. As fate would have 
it. howe\'er. Coles suffered a bmken leg in the pre••Season of his junior year 1,-h!ch limited IHs 
play on:r 1he nex! 11vo years. 

Basketball coaching icon Sam Andy cal!ed Coles one of the two best players he ever 
coached, the other bcint1 Hal! nf Fama Anthony Reed. 

Stan Boroski (Alhlclc - 1980s) 
Sftlu Borm1.;i (Buckeye South High School,Class of 19811. He may be 

best known for his baseball cnreer, bu1 Boroski was a tremendous three• 
sport standout at Buckeye South. He earned nil-Ohio honors in foo1balL 
basketball and baseball for the Rebels. 

Boroski quarterhacked South into the footbnl! post-season as a senior, 
lwcoming the first Ohio Valky school w ptuy in the OHSAA gnd play­
offs. He, unfortunately. missed that game due to an in_jury incutTed in ihe 
Budcye Nor1h comcst. 

As a junior, he was a liard .. running !ai!back. He rushed for more than 
l .200 \:ards nml !5 TDs that season, He also hooted four field goals. 
amassifig ! 16 tota! points. , 

In hoops. Boroski finished as Buckeye Sou1h·s fifth all-time leading scorer. 
As a senior, the Rebds got off to a ! A srnn whi!c Boroski s(i!l nursed his footbaH mjury, 

Upon his re!Um.South rec-led ofT 16 straight wins. He awraged 16 points in his senior 
,cason. ;ifter posting an !8-polnt nvcrage ns a junior. The 6-2 forward was a letter-
man for lee.endarv coach Henry Las&1.sz. 

In hascbJ.H, Boiuski starred irn the- mound and nt the plate for South. 
I-le batted .---100 as n senior and nearly the same as n junior. He tossed a no-hiHcr as a senior. 

Boroski led !lie Rebels !O a pair of OVAC championships and !WO distri_cts berths. 
The rnkmed rig]u.handcr also was a siandout in Legion basehatl. perfonning. for ,\laymm!. 

In his final season for Post 666. be bmted .327 while going 6-2 on the hilL 
The Rayland ni!!i\'e. who attended Ohio University earning a hio!ogy degree. p!;1yc<l !wn 

seasons in the Mi!waukec Brewers' organizatio11. He ended his professional p!aJ ing days as a 
p11cher in !he K:msas City Royals or1ianization. His mlnor league ca!l.'er spawned a long and 
succcs\fu! co.iching career in professional baseball. Bmuskt spent ! 8 y e;:rs coaching w11h the 
Houston Astros organization before hdng named bullpen coach for the Tampa Bay Rays on 
Dec. 17.1009, He stilt hotds \hat post !Oday, owrsecing one of the premier slnffs in \fojor 
L..:ague BaschaH. 

~ 1*" .,,, ""' 
~C~Jl 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Spo11sored by Robinson Auto Group 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chad Brinker (Athlete· 19')0s) 

Chad Brinker (Martins Ferry lli;:h Schoo!. C!a,, or 1998). ·na~ 
Purple Rider legend shined in !hrcc sports during his foUf"'.fl'ar prep 
c;m:cr, hu1 it was in fon1ball \\llerc he really kft a lasting mark. 

Ana kw:ring as a fn.•.1hman, Brinker go! his chance !O be the Purple 
Riders· nmin t;i11\md.: midway thrnurh his \,ophnmon: ~eawn :md 
clear!y made the moo! of his O[)!XH1Ullity. Brinker finished his prep 
c:u-r<:r wrth J.98.f yards. wlm:h ranks second a!I time at Feny. ;md 51 
touchdowns. The majority of his c:un'r \/lflh cmnc as a ~<.'mor ;\hen 
he racked up 2.02·1 yards. Aft..:r hoth his junior antl senior sca.>nib. 
Brinker was named firsHcam a!l-Ea,tcm District and first-team aH•Ohw As a senior, ht• 
was the district\ offensive player of 1hc yi.:ar and also the distrin·s nominee for Ohio's 
cm·etcd Mr. Footb:11! Aw,ml. lk was also named a llSA To<lav All-Amcrit:atL Alon~ wirh 
his state honnr:s. Brinker was twice named first-team al!-0\'AC: and alt- \'a!ky, ser\·lrlg ;1s a 
rn-rnptafn bo!h in !996 and 1997. Brinker took pan in 1h..: Rudy Mumky OVAC AH-Star 
Charily FootbaH C!a,,ic. bu! _af1er mshmg for l 60 yards in tlw first !rnH'. lw was injured and 
didn"t play m the second halt 

Hi> \ucn:ss wasn"t limited to !he hlfdl schonl ranks. Brinker signed with Ohio Unin:rsi!y 
and canwd four letters fur tile Bobca!s. He was twice named a!J .. MAC and was cho,en 10 
play in the 2002 Hula !1011 ! All-Star Game in Hawaii. Brinker finished his career wi1h 1hc 
Bobcats wi1h 2.826 yards and 27 rnohmg tmrclldowns. which rank fifth and founh on 1he 
O.U. career listing, respccfiH_'ly. Of his yards. he mn for ! .099 as a senlor. He pt_it forth lO. 
]{)().yard msh111g games dl!rmg his Brinker pu! fonh those number:; despue nw,sing 
fnur gam~·s as ;1 junior because of an Though he went undrnfwd, Brinker si;:ncd wi!ll 
rhe New York Je1s in 200J and pbyed pn:~casnn hdure being released on the final cut, 
lk scored two (Puchdowns that pre-sc;hmL He played in NFL Eumpe in 200-t 

Along \\ith his fomhat! exploits, Brinker 11·as an n11·0hioan in track and fidd. llc finished 
sewmh in !he Division II !()().meter dash as a senior. nmnim:: ! ! .27. 1-!e ,11,o knern! in 
b;1ake1ha!l aml hasdm!L !k earned a!I-OVt\C in hoops. ' 

Since graduating from Ohio I !nivcrsity wi:h a dq.;rcc in exen:i:,C science, Brinker served ;is 
a radio color ana!y.~t for Bohcats • footba!l games. scncd as an assistant niach at \\'cs1erviHe 
Central and ~inn~ :m 10 In> worked in the plaJ er j:l<'.r,,mmd depamnent with the Green Buy 
Packers. He n:ccivcd a Super Bmd ring afler !he !';ickers defeated the Stei:Jer:; in 20l0. 

David Bertolino (Athlete. 2000,1 
lJurid llertolino mudt:)i.'. LoGd 1-!igll Schoof. Ca,, of 20fl3) Tim 

Pam her product was a rnw-oport athk1e, but wa.> one of the bes! 11Tcs, 
tiers w ever grace the mats in the Ohio VaHe; 

Bertolino was a four,.year rq,u/ar at Buekeye. lmt rcill!y hlos\omcd 
as a junior and 5enior. He wrn1 the individual cllampmn~hip ;it !he 
OV,\C Tournam<'nl tn both scasnns_ 

lie was ;1 stale qualifier as a junior and h:tck as a man on a 
mi,sion the fo!lowing season_ Dudng his season, Beno!ino put 
forth mi unhkmislm! -t-t.o rernnl aml 1von 1hc lhO-pnund Divimm !l 
~lille championship in the proces\. 

llenn!ino foushed !m prep carea with a snnng l5-t<~2 r~·rnnl and was namc'd the 200} 
b~ll'm District Wrestler of th<: Year. flenohno didn't hang up the prep singlet inmicdi. 
atdy after rcedving !us OllS,\A /_:old mcifaL fie went to the Nauonal High School Scninr 
Coaches Asweiatinn Clrnmpiomh1p Tl.mmament and placed third. earning all-American 
honors at !60 poHnds. 

Prior io his senior ,ea,(,n. Ikrtuli110 w:h the gotll rn,;d;\list at the National Op.:n \Vrc,tling 
Champiumhip and then won t!ic gold at th(" AAI,' Junior Olympics. 

lie wrcs1!ed for four yc11rs at Iowa S1:ne Uniwrsity, three of those sea,ons were spent 
under Bridgeport Hig:h grndua1c am! OVAC 1-!al! of Farner Bobby Dougbs. 

During his senior ~c,1,on, Bertolino earned NCAA ,\!I.American hy virtue of fitmhing in 
the top eight at 197 pounds in hi:; only 1rip W the n;gional tournm11cnt. 

Al! hlld, Bcnnlino t1nis!wd his rn!kmate career with a 68-4 ! riccord. 
Fo!lowing his career. HC-nolino m1emp1cd to qualify !O the United S1;;1es 

Olympic Team for !he·;;·,'';''; in London. He sp,:nt more !han a year a! the linited 
Srntes Olympic Trnining in Co!orndo training, 

Karrie Hutchins (Athlete. 2tltltls) 

Karn'e ffutd,im tWhel'!ing Park High Schoo!, Class of '20fll l. Tlus 
fonner l'atrio1 helped officially put Wheeling Park \OtCl'r on !he map 
lm:aHy and armmd !he stiltc of West Virginia daring her \p1endid prep 
career 

Hutchins was a defensive stamloll! and unqm:stioncd leader of !he 
Lady !':mints. 1\hid1 r,:suHed in lwr 1wice !wing named the West VlrF,inia 
Gatorade !'!ayer nf t!w Year \2000 and 200!). 

With !lu!cllim playinµ. a kL'Y rnk, the Pa1riob daim.:d three qraigh! 
West Virginia Class AAA ,rnte 1i1!e, and four stralp.h! lng-.,d1001 OVAC 
CnJ\\'llS. 

Atnng \liHh thow honor\. she w;1s a i[we,, timc firsHeam all-state sckerion ;uul four-1imc 
a!! .. OVAC pick. She was named OVAC !'!ayer of the Year ;is a junior am! senior. 

Hutchins was imluc!cd to the Wheeling Park Hiµh Schoof ilal! of Fame· in 2007 
After her prep lltnd1111s played at West Virginia Unl\-crnty whew she became !h.:: 

first ~lonm:un S1ate 10 star\ fm the Mounrainecn' w1mwn·5 program 
Htnchin.> s!.ir!ed 4) of 49 c:ireer rn:t1chcs as a defensin: p!ayer and durin~ her cart·er. the 

1\lmnw1incers posld :m shutouts. 
a key role, th1: '.\lountame(.'r;; advanced 

,~ason prior. WVU was the Bif!, East Mid-
Durin(' the 200.1 ~cason. wi1h 1-hnchin.'> 

10 1he Swee! 16 in the NCAA Tomnamcnl. 
A1!a111ic ch:,mpio11. 

She was 11ametl a tearn captaln for the 200:i \cmon. bu! her car,:_,er came to ,mend due 10 

i.njury in the ocnmd match of that oc,1,011. 
Hutchin~ was also a standout in the cla,srnom at !'ark arn! WVU. She was prescmnl the 

Red Bro\\'n Cup in 2006, \\ hich goes to \\'Vl i's most onE1m1ding aH-amund m1den1-athkte 
in term, of mhktk, academic am! civic adue1-e111c111. She also earned CoSIDA Academic 
AlHfotrict team in 200':, as welt as the WVU Foundation Outswndinu: Senior nm! was a 
four-time Bl1.: East academic all ~1ar. • 

Hutchins t;rml11a1cd with a dqin-c- in business admini,irntlon and compkkil a :,.1asicr nf 
l'rnfc,,.imwl Accountancy a! WVl! 

Eddie Drummond (Athlete· 1990s) 
Eddie nrwmmmd (Tht: Lins!y Sclmnl, Ciaos of [9981. Speed 11,a;; 

rhc name of the garm.' for this former C;1det. Nimmy Lion and NH, Pro 
Bowler. Drnmmond was one of the fast61 athk!es to ewr panicipa!e in 
the Ohio Vat!ev A1h!c1ic Conference 

Whi!c he C:xcd!cd in track and field. it was in fo1.)tbal! where 
Dmmmoml lrnfy left his mark wi1h the Cadet.<,, leadin)l 1hem tun 29• l 1 
mark durins hi> }L'ar:; in !he Orani'e & ll!ncL Drummond ran for 
J,918 yards am! Mncht!owns during his cm1:l'r. He finished with 70 
TDs tow! and scor<0d 424 points. lk also clos.cd !u> career wfth ':i.729 
aH-purpmc yards in 40 games_ During !ns junior season. in which Uns!y 
finished 1().0, Dmmmond r.m for fJ8J yard,. 11hieb was his rnrcn hfgh. The !68 poi1m 
he scored tha1 iC<ison ranked fifth in !he stale nf West Virginia.Drnmmond was named Ohio 
Valky l'!a;er of !he Year fo!!owing 1hat ,eason. He was three limes nmned alH)VAC and 
twice mmh:d tn !he first•tcam a_H•s!ale unit in West Virginia. As a junior, he was named as 
a 1leknsil'l'._ hack am! as n mnnmg _back ac; a ,cnior. He was !he runncr•U[l !or the Kenned:, 
c\\vard, w!ud1 10 the ~loumam Slate"s lop prep pla;-er. Ile was also mimed first-team 
a!!.Val!ev !hn:c 

Dmmrlmm! dime In play for Joe Paterno and Penn Staie on:r offers from 11le likes nf Notre 
Dame, Michigan and Florida State. lie wa~ a wide rt'C<'iver. pflmarity for the Nimmy Lions. 
He made 71 n:c,;pmms for l.fJ2 yards and t1n! iouchdowns. He alsn ran for '272 yards and 
a score. 

After not being ,elected in 1he drart, Dmmmond signet! with the Deiruit Lions and made the 
!eam a5 a kick rcwmcr. He awraget! 26 yards a kickoff rcwm, rnnh·d 1hird in !he NFC and 
nfth in 1l1e NF1,. lk had a punt return for a touchdown. He was selected w the Pro Bowl and 
named all-Pm in 2()().f. Al! w!d, he pfajcd fin• season, in the NH. (four with De1r<.1it and one 
with Kansas City\. He srx·nt tl1e 2008 season on the Steckr,;' practice squad_ 

Other than football al L1mly, Drummond was one of 1hc !op !r:ack spnn!er':> in th.: Ohio 
\'alley, He ha only unc race to an Ohio \'al!ey athktc am! that was ;is a fn_._,hman. He had a 
PR of 10.J7 in !he JOO. which he rnn during a summer meet after his scninrscason. !le ran 2! .7 
in the 200 ,md 48.9 in the .JOO. lie wa~ a four-time ;11!-Val!ey selection. 

Dan Stephens (Athlete. 2000s) 
Dan Sti•11hem {111c Limly School, Class of 2()()()). It didn't mauer the 

sca,nn. field or spmt. !his Cade!>' prnduct played and p!ayed \1 eJL 
The only Limty athk1c !O ,rnn for fm1r years in foo1ha!L hasKcrba!l 

and hascha!I. Stephens shined exceptionally bright on the football anti 
baseball tlelds. 

Stephens was fnur-)Car tcnmmn for Terry D.:pew·s football team. 
arnarnng a record 292 tackles, playing primarily alon; the defen. 
'>iVC !inc. He had a senior sc:1.son m ~ll11d1 he rez1stcrcd 76 tackks and 
five sach. On the nffemive side nf t!w ball. Stq;bens r.m for 8:12 yards 
and !2 tnud1down5_ )k a firsl•te;un all-slate sdcction in C!ass A am! was a multfpk-timc 
all•OVAC and a!J. \'a!!e; on 1he gndfron. 

On the hascha!! fidd, !ong-timc J,lmly head coach Gary Sprague called Stephens lh<' "finest 
hiller" he'd ever eoad1cd. S!qlhcn, led ihc 01110 \'aHey 111 hmmg as ,1 St:mor at .537 and con­
nccicd on ciµh! home rnn ,md dmve in a schoo!-rccmd 45 nm\. He stmd: out .\th1 four !imes 
thm season. Stephens still hofds 1hr: Linsly cancer n_•conl for hrnnc runs and RBI. J·fo efforts 
were rceornizcd by bis \ekctirn1 to the all-OVAC lr:am muhipk time<, and the aH• \'alky team 
muhiplc times. 

On the ba~ketball cout1.Slt:phe11s plaJed on the interior. !-le still holds the !-insly reeord for 
rd1ounds and diar_i;cs _taken in hi, career. He wa~ recognitcd nn the team for hnnp~. 

Steph<'n> to,nk pan m the 0\'AC' for al! 1lm:c S[)(lrt'.i was !he wi11111:r of 
_tile Zlmmcmian Award \\!uch lo bes1 mate athlew 

After receiving rnore than coHegiarc scholarship offers combined !~!1\·c,:n fpotba!l and 
baseball, S1cphens elected lo attend the University nf PiH~hurgh to play football. For the 
!'anthers, Stephens was n follr-year !c\1cmmn mid started 41 a!ong !lie dcfcmiw !ine 
·11ic Panlhc·rs wok part in fil'e m,1ii;h1 hrn\l games during his the S1ed City. induding 
the Fiesta BuwL Stephens received the Fl\'sta Bow! An Bodine MVP Award. 

A!! tokL Stephens w.ss an a!I.Big East ph:,cr and twice named an Academic All•Amcrican. 
!le was listed on the Alt Big East AeademkTeam four!imcs. Stephens al,11 rL't.'einx! the David 
Sandbcrn AwarJ. which HK'S w the Pitt ~thlcte wnh the best overall academic and athletic 
ac!1ic,,e1l1ents. He t<'tciv~-d the Dcmak Sianky Awan:L to a Pitt football player 
1,ho has overcome the mosi ~dvcrsity. Fmally, Stephens B!uc,(iold ,\wanL. t\!l 
of the winners hare therr names on the 'VarsHy Walk' on camptb. th~· Pin wrsion ol the 
!-!al! of Fame 

Stephens was signed hy the Buffoto lli!!s and 11·as in early camp wi!h \he organin1tio11 in 
2005 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Beyo' 
Francis 

Lou 'The Toe' 
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Calvin 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who ployed or coached ofter that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only three 13-leucr winners in foolball, ba'>kctb:ill, baseball am! track al Wheeling High, he was an all-state football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

as a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-leuer standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to cam his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fasl break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from I 928-33 and Wheeling High frum 1934--55 to u combined 405- 193 record. At 

Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 ,vith five state titles in sen~n trips lo the finals. The 1938 and 1950 teams were unbeaten. Other state titles were won in 1936, 1940 
and 19-CL The '40 and '43 teams lost hut once. 

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and cig!u at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including-W-9-4 ut Union. Four of 
his gridiron leants claimed state titles in the pre-official stale playoff era: 1928 and 193[ Union. both unbeaten, and at Wtweling in 1934 and 1937. The '}4 team was 
unbeaten hut twice tied. 

He also was a top-mght football official for se\'eral years and active in state coaches and officials' orgnnizutions. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Virginia Sport.s, Upix:r Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who auracted nntional attention and was profiled in numerous books. national magazines and 

major ne\vspapers. Two books were wrilten on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points i11 25 games 

with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsdlle lost only to 28-1 record state runner~up 
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and playe<l 1wo seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points an<l scored 113 vs. Hillsdale Collegc. ll1e schedule included wins 0\'er Wake 
Forest, Pro\·idence, Butler and Creighton and games in lvladison Square Garden, Boston Garden and t-,,tiami Bench Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hall of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1%2. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Fell)' High School, Class or 1942) 
1l1e Purple Rider luminary is best known a'> a record-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three-sport standou1 and All-Ohio in football and basketball. He was center, and the stale loumament's leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 st.ntc Class A title. He also wa<; a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co---ch11mpionship afler a 14-14 lie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post-season challenge game. Groz.n, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played football as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the anned services which preceded his 21-year can,-cr with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1%7. 
When he relircd, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 poinL~. He booled 2..14 field goals, with a long of )3 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight gnmt.--s. The Lou Groza Award is given annually to college football's lop placekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensi\'e tnckle, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL tille games, wilh four titles, and playL'O on four All-American Conference tillc teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in t,,.Jartins Ferry. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
'lliis versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma maier that the Toronto High School Football Stadium heh ind the school is named in his honor. 
The 5-11, 195-pound athlete nlso left an enduring imprint at Bucknell Uni\'ersily, where he was inducted into the first Hall nf Fame class, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 196-t, in the second class of lhe Pro Football Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football n.nd !he Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his learn to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game 
where he was sclccied the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, lhe Gn,-cn Bay Pucker star was one of the most versalile players in the National Football League. He was a fullback-lincbackcr-punter-placckicker, and 
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking an<l \ackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pm. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One nf the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher 0.860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NR., history and his lotals now rank si.-..th in Packer history. He scored 379 career points 
nnd averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class or 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bern Francis but h best known for foolball. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 baskethaH team to n school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En mule, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses. 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio State and went nn to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

teams al guard, including a record 15 in 1954. As team caplain, be earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top in!erior lineman and became one of only two 
consemus All-America plCks at Iowa, where he played both offense and defense. 

A member of the Collc,ie Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame. he was inducted into the first lo\\·a Hall of Fame class and is a member of lhc 
All-Time Ha\\ keye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only two at the school. 

He was the fiN African-American athlete pictured on the CO\'er of Sports llltL'itrated. 
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legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the co1iference. 

Bernie Allen (East Li\'Crpool High School, Class of 1957) 
A 10.tcttcr winner in 1/m.--e sports ror the Pouers, he was a qua.rterback-placek.idcr for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball pluyer on leam \\ hich upscl 

unbeaten Stculx:nvillc in the sectional tournament; and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football 
team in annual Ohio-West Yirtinia All-Star Game. 

At Purdue U11iverslty, he earned six letters as football quarlerback anti baseball shorL~top and was learn ~tVP in both sp:ms and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen camel! National Football Back of Weck honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for play in upset of Ohio Stale. He was Purdue's Ou!standing 

Senior Aihletc for 1%0-61. 
Allen signed a pro b.:ischall contratl in 1961 with the rvtinnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues nl Charlotte, N.C., he went 011 ton 12-ycar major 

league career fmm 1%2-73 wilh the Twins, Washinglon Senators, New York Yankees and l'\lontreal bpos. In 1%2, he was nmrrer-up to the Yankecs'Tom Tn..-sh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He hatted .269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he. hil three home mos in the Hnll of Fame game in Coopers!own, N.Y. 

He "s been inducted into four olher halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inducte-c into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee inlo the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. Hc"s abo in the Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dnn and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He wa, a threc-spon pcrfonncr in foo1b<1ll, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned A\1-Yaltey and All-State honors as a senior foolhall hack. 
Craft played foolhall, baseball and ran trad ut the Uniwrsity of Alabama, where he was a 1wn-way back regular in football and earned sccom.1 team All-Southeastern 

Conference honors. 
Drafted in 19.fJ hy the Philadelphia Eagles of !he National Foo!ball League, he played eight sea~ons ( 1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner und was selected lo the 

All-Time Eagles' Team. He plnycd on Engles' learns which won NFL titles in (948 and 19-19 and finished second in l(}-17, He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is lied for lhc current NFL record of four pa~s interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950. He a]<;0 blocked three Pi1tsburgh Stet:ler extra-fX_lint kicks 
in 1952 game and relumc<l a kickoff for a ten team record 10:I yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Craft is credited as thi: firs! player in !he NFL lo wear the new hard plastic hehnet in 1951. Hi: ended his NFL can."'Cr in 1wo seasons as a playcr-assi~tant conch \\'ith the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NH_ Rims' prc,.enrntion of the 100 Grea\cst Touchdowns in NFL Hisiory. It featured his O:!fensi\'C theft, nnd 20-yard TD return, 
or a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hull of Fame and 1hc Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School. Clnss of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he wa~ a three-sport standout nt Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he abo scored 

an unhean.1-of :.rm poinls in 21 basketball games in 1920. a rare total in !he center jump, low-scoring era. 
From 1929-51, he wa<; the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled lop-notch programs from three states and wen\ 166-3.5-13 including n 111-IO 

mark vs. Mountain Slate [eams. He coached six unbeaten teams nnd four with only one loss. ll1rce stale titles wetl! claimed in 1935, 19-12 and 19.19 when the Red Rider., 
won the lirst-c\-er WVSSAC largest class slate playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state Iii le trifecta. Later that school year, he coached !he I 950 baseb.111 team 
to iL<; second stale onc·class crown (the other was in 19.15). The 19-19-50 basketball \cam lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on lo 
win the championship. He was selected West Virginia "Coach of the Year" for high school and college all sports. 

In ba<;kethall, he guided Weir 10 a 370-127 recon.I and sl,; state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into sc\-cral halls of fame, including W. Ya. Sport.<;, Upper Ohio Volley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first induclee into the Ohio 

Valley Foothall Coach1..--s Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown mural. 'Ille Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Me hen (Wheeling High SchixJI. Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be sdcctcd first team all-slate basketball three straighl years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. stll!e titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During thme thn..'C years !hat he was the leading scorer, Wht:ding High wa, 65---f under Hall of i--:ame coach Everetl Rrinkman. Mehen scored 1.193 (X>inls in 84 can.--er 

games with many coming during !he center jump, low scoring era. 
He latcreamed All-America and AII-Soulheastem Conference recognition at the University ofTennessec, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Soulhcash:m Conference 

championship. After \crving in World Wur II, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 199'.!. 

J 11/e Rivlin (Triadelphia High School. Class of 1935) 
He wo.s an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads lo a 20-1 record in 1934. He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-da.ss stnte track 

llll.'Cl where he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yani'i and \Y.t'i a mcmlX'r of the medley relay winning unit. 
At l'\larshall College, he. was one of lhc lir..t guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall or Fame coach Cam Hender.:.on and earned Liule All-America honors 

while selling a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team lo two 
lvtid America Conference titles. 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation's hest pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of fame and is a member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, t'-.larshall nod Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in I 943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School. Class of 1938) 
He was a first team AII-W.Va. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bmved to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the lronmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed­
ed Inst in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U .. 51--49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39. and Western 
Kentucky, 47--45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team·s only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select­
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-10 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the am1ed services. Barie served ns interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a \V. Ya. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak(Bellaire High School.Class of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-E.1stern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player fmm Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937. Basmk was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirales, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product hos been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton·s Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 20(16, also was 
a fifth pick. Bnsrnk played two seasons in the NFL 

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A JO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Waniors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until I 955 after Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After returning, he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

21.0~yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference I 00-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking, At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records. 

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 100-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 20..5 seconds. Carney's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games ,von by the legendary Jesse Owens in 10.7. 

Charles ·Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn nationnl fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the lronmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1918, At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury ,vhich forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letlerman plnyed on Panther teams ,vith a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hnrtwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football. basketball and baseball - and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Crnich Fred 

1l1omas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes. 28-1--19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter nt Stanford University and played on the famed 

"Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose lo Southern California Uuring their career. l\foscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat­
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose 80\vls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
a two-way end and placekicker, was tvtVPofthe 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-\Vest Shrine Game, 

He was selected by the old NFL Bro<Jklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936. but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team. he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fume and the College Football Hall of Fume. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached /11 the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School. Class of 1953). 
He was a nvo-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter foo!ball team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first temn selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Pouers defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, Ne,v Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

tie<l Sandusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield, Alliam:e quarterback Len Dawson, a future slur al Purdue University and 

the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked severnl times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School. Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog stan<lout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advance<l to the Ohio stale basketball tournament in the largest Class A division. 
TI1e 1938 team. coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Ne\vark In the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar­
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school nnd the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school am.I 
played for the Fred Englehardt-conched Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Brndley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he starled his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Clnss D Penn State League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder, 
in Fnrgo. N.D .. and Charleston, W.Vn., before serving from 19-l2-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Hmrisburg and Wilkes-Bnrre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cnrdinals for two full seasons, plus minor league slops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steuhenville High School, Clnss of 1933). 
A legendary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while plnying for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red tenm of 1930 and a program \Vhich reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he mshed for 2,126 yards and scored I 96 points in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years nnd OV slandmds for si;,; decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing. yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball nnd basketball nnd some of his school track recon.ls lasted utllil the enrly 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 19-17-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hnll of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heurt altack at nge 37 in I 951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School. Class of 1937). 
He was a senior slnndout on the 1937 Orange teum which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a 

school-best 11-1 season, under coach Reed Clark, In the regional finals with a loss to Bemvood Union. 
He enrolled nl Alderson-Broaddus College, \vhere he became n national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1.596 points set by national Hall of Furner Hank Luisctti of S1nnfor<l by scoring 1.941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last t\vo seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average nnd 1941 at 22.G) and became the firs! \Vest Virginia Conference player to average 10 points for a season. 

In 19-t I, the small college All-American became the first stnte basketball player to be selected the W. Va, Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star gnme in Chicago. 

An Al<lerson-Broaddus Hnll of Famer who is fentured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-fnot-1 Griffith played bricny in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyeurs. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 
The Bellaire native wa,;; a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-l-, 208-pound end, he wa.s drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Buy Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New 'fork Ginnis, 24-14 in the NFL champi­
onship game. 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 6-t catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, 81-game NFL cnreer included 214 pass receptions for 3.211 yards nnd 1-l touchdowns. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those greot athletes who played or coached in the Ohio \/alley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School. ClrtSs of 1938) 
He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before e:r;celling in football at Ohio Stale University. 
As a senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
The 6-foot-l, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

a game. 
fn a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa .. Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It wa."> lhe second highest Ohio Valley effort 

at the time and lasted as a school record for JO years. 
A quarterback in football. he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year lettennan and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 194 I under first-yenr coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942. but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School. Class of 19-lD) 
He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full­

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school. he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record 

team rnnked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicngo Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005. he died al age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High. earning All~West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All~ Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Iron men to a school-best 13-1 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that nm, the lronmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Virginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 11 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter a<; blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted .300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected ln the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing nnd working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA. the forerunner of the OVAC.1l1e three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a foo1ball scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was leam captnin as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as 1111 assistant wilh the Steelers. Green Buy and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveillnd Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland. he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storennie Linsly School, Class of I 939) 
He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the IOO~yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish In the 

1939 lntelligencerTri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in \Vest Virginia until 1972. • 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back. in the 19-l-'2 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pa<;aLlena, Calif., because of World War II in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the anneJ forces. 
He lived in Challannoga, Tenn., for several years. and is deceased. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors 1hose great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior lo the formation of the co,iference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Floyd Baker - The graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys' baske!ball coaching Imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932--45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934--40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3. 

all by Baker). five sectional crowns (three by Baker). and four strnight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker). reaching the semifinals in 1936 aml 
1938, a team thnt Included OVAC Legend John Blatnik, His seven-year Bulldog coaching record \Vas 118-56, 

Baker then moved over to rival l\-fartins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two differenl schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Pufl)le Riders' golden em in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941--45, his teams wem 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, le<l by Hall of 

Farner Lou Graza, an<l followed by recor<ls of 22-3, 24-1. 15-1 and 21-1. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1941. The 1944 team (16-1), led by Hall of 
Farner Ale., Groza, won lhe first OVAC Clnss AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 177-77, \Vith seven Ohio slate tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Ci.L)S A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Car[ H Oppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). TI1e youngest of five sons to Everell and Lee Hoppel. a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-<lisputed takedown in the last 
few seconds or his semifinnl match a~ a sophomore, where he placed third. he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a lhree-time champion. 

Hoppel. who also played football at Be1n:er, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss recor<l and three state clmmpi­
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 "Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 stmight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons compete<l for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman. was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Melzen (Wheeling High School. Class nf 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as ,m OVAC Legend in 2006, became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team nil-slate basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as al\-stnte 
captnin in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 und ,von the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64~3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. 

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than I JOO 
points, a high total for that em. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and wns second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro bnsketball in the pre•NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will RobillSOll (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). A five~sport Big Red lettennan in football. basketball, baseball and track, he was the 
"T' quarterb;ick on the 1930 9-0 record football team which \Vas unbeaten. untied am.I unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 

! Burgwin. Big Red went 26~ I in his lhree years at 4uarterback. 
He \Vas also a fine golfer. placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Virginia State, Robinson cnptained three 1eams in three SIXJrts, won I'.?: varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship tenm. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cnss Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970. he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois Slate - where he coached Olympinn and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five ,vinning seasons. he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State. Michigan Sports Hnll. and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He die<l. at 

age 96. in :!008. 

Jack SitllOllS (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1910). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring recor<l for 90 years. In 1919, 
he score<l 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football. basketball. baseball, truck) performer nt the school 
which was merged. along with Chesteran<l Newell. into 1he current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919. to earn first 
team all~state football honors. 

At West Virginia University, he wn.s n four-year starter <1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10·0-l record 1922 team. 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member or the 1919-29 all-time \VVU decade team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as playeHoach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became a1hletic director and started the football program at old St. 
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted inlo the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the \V. 
Va. Slate Spons Hall of Fame. He <lied, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools lwnors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominmcd 1hc area and Ohio distance running scene ,vhile setting 
school 1,600- and 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-rnctcr runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 lime in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross counlry title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run. 

As a senior, Bentz was underemcd in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing 
third with a time or 8:58.4 for two miles at lhe High School Trnck & Field Nl:itional Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recruited by 1he University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conrcrencc titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contribulcd to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and !rack seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles "Pu11que" Cartledl(e (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). 1l1e first area inductee in10 the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of 
Fame and the initiafhonorec in the Opper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-year 
record or 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His learns outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon ils worst loss ever, 68~0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. TI1e Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and weslem 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre•playoffera, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seYen 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 slrnight shulouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team. 
As a high school senior ( 1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978. 
Ji111 Jordan (Chester Hieh School, Class of 1943). A 6-fooi-3, 195-pound baskclball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All-State learn after leading Chester lo a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state 
champion Wheeling High. 

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at ~fount St. Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two 
seasons with the Tar Heels. TI1e 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up 10 Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All­
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters 
of 1he Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on lhc Wildcals' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of F.1mer and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Bolh Groza and Jordan were later 
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punquc) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre-World War II class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he gradualed in three years with a B.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain or the 1943 Am1y team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec­

tion as a 6-foot, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation's outstanding lineman in 1943. 
After graduation in 1944, Myslinski emcred the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. ln 1956, he became head of the 

Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director al the Universi1y of Pittsburgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Norman "lVild Man" lVi/ley (Pinc Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent produel of the old six-man 

football teams at the smaller enrollment schools. 
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played foo1ball, haskcthall and baseball for the Tomados. 
After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly allcnded Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he 

played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he plaved eight seasons from 1950-

57. He was a t\vo-timc Pro Bowl sclecfion and is a member, along with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-time Eagles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks after it was reported he was unofficially credited wilh 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterhack Charley Conerly on Oct 26, 1952. He earned the nid..t1ame "Wild Man" from his pass rushing rcsuhing in opponents' 
yardage losses. 

An inductee into the Marshall and West Vir~inia State Sports Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pinc Grove wirh a '·Nonnan Willey Day" on Sept. 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild !\'!an Willey" were creeled at the entrance 10 the town .is well as nt Valley High School. 
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2012 

Jim 
George 

Carter 
Howell 

Dave 
Jones 

Kenny 
Mikes 

Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the co1![ere11ce in I 943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Tony Cama (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships und led the stru 
of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Carna the main cog in the first t\vo crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Carnu as an All-American selection. 

He wus a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as 
senior. His personal best times were 4: 18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9: 18 at 3,200; and 15: 12 at 5,()(X) meters. He also set a national meet record in th 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Cama earned a scholarship to the University of :r-Aichigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten an1 
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st ii 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Jim Georf.[e (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th 
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an AU-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-~ame win streak with n 22-1-1 record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior. the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin; 
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school history - and the Jefferson County title. 
He accepted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemcn. He became the on}: 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selecled by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force. 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two hest seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points - second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 pomts against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team. enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorins: his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.l points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a senior. 

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as a/·unior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post- 950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-sport, 11-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as u senior and part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High Schoel, Class of 1954). The only Ti&er to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 football team to a 10-0+1 record and the first state title (Class B) m school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he 
slurred in the 27.12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley "Smull 
School" team. He also started for West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All+Stnr Game. He was accorded National 
All-American High School Team honors. 

In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best murk at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pinc Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament 
in Sistersville, 

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship. 
Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and 

punter. He led The Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was featured in Sports Illustrated for a major role 
m Purdue's upset of No. I ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled 'The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History." 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Grune. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the fonnation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

John 'Zip' Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). Tiie fonncr Bobcat was one of the firsl 1,000-poinl scorers in Ohio, and Ohio Valley, hoops 
history. He finished his four-year high school career with 1,271 points, which s11II ranks fifth on the all-time Bohcnl scoring charts. 

In his senior season, Behen rewrote scho-ol and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains a') the Bobcats' single-game 
school record and was the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkvillc's Ken Alessi, a chancr member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, hrokc the record with 70 
points in 19-19 versus Shadyside. 

Behen wound up with 454 points as a senior while leading 1he Bobcats to a second straight 18-2 record. 
As a junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore total for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He started his career a.c; a freshman with l'.29 poims for a 16-2 

record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62-16 record. 
Behen played one season at West Virginia University, lellering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for .in 8.2 per game average. 
In 2007, C.imbridge High School retired Behen's jersey number 18. 

Kell Cun11illf!ha1n (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1961 ). A lhrec-sport Potter athlete, he earned All-Ohio honors in baske1bal\ and footbnll and 
was the Ohio High S'choo\ Basketball Player of lhe Year ::.election for 1960-61 by The Associated Press, lhe only Potier ever accorded the honor, He also \Vas 

selec1ed 10 the Schnlas1ic Coach All-American team. 
During his prep career. Cunningham bccnme the Potters' nil-time leading scorer in ba.'>ketball, including n school-record 41 points in a gume while scoring 439 

season poinLs for a 24-poinl per game average. He also led the Pouers in scoring as a sophomore and junior. 
In football, he was a quanerback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Mos! Valuable Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on !he All-Eastern 

Ohio and All-County selections. He also played three baseball seasons for lhc Po1ters. 
He accepted a basketball scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated as titlist in 1961 when he was a 

freshman. As a sophomore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished a.'i. NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicugo. 
Cunningham led the Bearcats in assisls as a junior and lhe lhrec-yenr lellermun was elected leam cnptain as a senior. 
He laler returned to Cincinnati as an assislunt coach and was head coach at Akron Uni\'ersity for three seasons hefore leaving the coaching rnnks. He currently 

resides in Stow. Ohio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (~fartins Ferry High School. Class of 1923). He was an honored, record-selling PufT)le Rider athlete who ser,ed a_<;, learn 
captain of foot hall, basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All• Valley halfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior season,_ he 
set record which wa.'i. listed as an Ohio Valley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blankmg 
of Coshocton. 

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a "major college"' foolball power under coach John Hcisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is 
named. He played hi.~ final three years as a regular end for coaches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior, he was All-East and earned some second team All­
America honors. 

After rejecting an urfer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he returned to !he Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena, Warwood and 
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls' baskethall 1eam was 18-0 and the hoys' hoop team had n winning season. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, a Stanford University All-American who staned in three Rose Bowls, al Adena. His 1930 Linsly hoys' baske1ball team took a 21-0 
recon.l to Chicago to compele in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before hawing in 1he quarterfinals. 

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Citizen of the Year in 
1956. In 1984, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). The most honored athlete in Scio High history, he set school and Hanison County basketball scoring records 
which remain six decades later. He wa.s lhe second Eastern Ohio athlete to twice cam lirst te.am, live-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the firs! \Vas 

one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the second-leading Ohio Class B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored 
7-W points in 30 games as n junior, second best in Ohio 10 Alessi. Hugh scored 1,386 points in 55 games for an average of 25 points during his lust two seasons. 

The 6-foot-3 forwan..l score1..I a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96-50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlier 96-36 
rout of New Athens. 

In his .~enior season, he led the Panthers to their best.ever scnson of 24-1. Sein won its first 24 games, and the Harrison County and scclionul toumnmcnts, before 
bowing to Strasburg in the district. In his four seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 26-4 and a regional tourney henh, 22-5 and 16-3. 

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeuten {9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. The four-year record was 26-5-1. 
He played freshman busketball ut Ohio Universi1y. 

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954 ). The lirst graduate of a segregated high school (o be honored by the OVAC, he was a three-season 
f(x,tball s1andout for the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as a member uf a nationally-ranked Michigan Stale University teum. 

At Dunbar, the 6-foot-l, 215~pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares frnm 1950~53 and served as captain of the once-bcalen 1953 !cams which defeated 
the other Ohio Valley segregnted school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He \VU.'> the leum's leading scorer and ground~gaincr his last two sea.sons 
and was a multiple-year all-star. 

In an era when many college a1hletic teams were segregated, his talents were noticei.1 by scouts from Penn Slate, lndiuna and West Virginia Stale, then a national 
contender in lhe black college ranks. He enrolled on his own al Michigan Slate and \valkcd on to the football team. In his four sea.sons at the school, the Spartans 
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-1--1 win over UCLA on Jan. I, 1956 wilh Jones at defcnsi\'e end. He lettered 1wo seasons and played guard and 
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he enmed some all-stnr recogni1ion. 

The Spartans were 9~] in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup. 
After colle •e. he remained in !vfichi •an, where he currently resides, as a hirh school educator and was a counselor at Hen , Ford Hi •h School in Detroit. 
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Legends of OVAC member schools honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before 

their school became a member of the conference. 

Porter Mackey (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1936). In 1hc final year or the jump ball-after-c\'cty-gonl era, this Pou er shooting whiz also noted 
for his passing: rinc.ssc was listed by media as leading Ohio preps in scoring. 

He !allied 408 points during a senior sca,;on when the Potters recorded an 18-3 record. Rules \Vere changed in 1937 to eliminate the ccnicr jump after 
every goal and scoring 1otals, both for individuals and teams, gcncmlly increased with the faster, unintemJptcd play. 

In 1hc cm of low scoring grimes, the four-year Poucr perfonner set a school career scoring record and reached a game high of 28 {X}inls three times dur­
ing his final season. 

He was recognized on local all-star teams. but played before the All-Ohio selections \Vere originnted by lllC Associated Press in 1939. 
Mackey, \Vho was among the charter induc1ecs into the E.L'>I Liverpool High School Sixms Hall of Fame, is acclaimed by some Potter his1orians as the 

school's finest high school cager. He retired to Peoria, Ariz., and is decease& 
Connie Sanford Richardson (Caldwell High School. Class of 1982). A 10-timc, three-sport All-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree regarded as 

1he best all-round female athlete in school history, she capped her basketball career by earning second team UPI All-Ohio Clnss A honors. 
As a senior, she led the Redskins to an 18-4 record and averaged 22.7 point,; and 13.7 rebounds while shooting 65% from the lloor. As a junior. she had 

nonns of 25.2 poillls and 19.5 rebounds. Her sophomore averages ,vere 17.6 rx:iints and 17.3 rebounds. There was no team her freshman yenr bccnusc of 
gymnasium construction problems. Her career totals were I ,25l points and 855 rebounds with lhrce All-PVC sclcclions plus team MVP honor5. 

She also was a four-lime All•PVC pick in soflball and three times in volleyhall. 
A four-year starter at Heidelberg College, lhe 5-10 forward led the Ohio Athletic Conference in scoring (20.1) and rebounding ( 14,2) as a senior and 

earned first team Kodak All-America honors. A four-time team MVP and three-year co--capiain, she was twice All-OAC. She scored 1,691 career points 
with a school record I, 161 rebounds. 

The winningcst coach in Ouerbein College history. she just completed her 23rd season with a 319-276 record. She resides in Westerville. 
Andy To11kovich (Benwood Union High School, Class of I 940). The 6-1 fonvard-guard and leading Ironman scorer earned All-Ohio Valley Athletic 

Associalion (OVAA) honors and wa~ mentioned on the all.class West Virginia all-state selection before earning college and professional fame.1l1c OVAA 
was the predecessor to the OVAC. 

After high school, he served in the U.S. Anned Forces hcforc enrolling al Marshall in 194--l. He played four sca'>ons with the Thundering Herd and gmdu­
ated in 1948 with a school career record of 1,578 points. He was cap1ain as a junior and second leading scorer of the 32-5 record 1947 team which won the 
school's only national championship, the NAIB (now NAIA) Tournament in Kansas City, tv1o. He earned first team Lillie All-America honors as a junior 
and second team as a senior. He has hecn featured with a full-page photo in Ihe r-.farshall media guides and was among the charter basketball honorees into 
the r,,-Jar.,;hall Athletic Hall of Fame. He also is in 1hc NAJA Hall of Fame,. 

He became the only Ohio Valley athlete drafted overall No. I in the National Basketball Association Draft when the Providence Steamrollers selected him 
in 1948. He plaved the 1949 season before relUrning 10 the Ohio Valley to be a player.coach with the local profession.ii team, the Wheeling Blues, from 
1950-52 in rhe tri-State Pro Baskethall lc.igue. He then served as ba~kcthall coach from 1952-54_ at St John Ccntml High School in Bellaire and guided 
the Irish 10 a 16-6 record in his first sea<;on. He reloca1ed to Florida where he passed mvay in 2006. 

John llVod (Magnolia High School, CltL'>S of 1932). 1l1is triple-threat football player is the only Blue Eagle athlete selec1ed as caplain of the All-West 
Virginia one-class honor roll picked from 1917-47 hcforc class selections slarted in 1948. TI1is is compamble to the current Kennedy Award given to the 
state Player of the Year. 

He played quarterback, nmning back, defensive back, drop-kick placekicker and punter as a 5-1 I, 165-pound three-year standout. He was shifted from 
rnnning back as a sophomore and junior to quarterback as a senior and led the Blue Eagles to a 7-3 record while playing mostly larger schools. One of the 
losses w:L'> 14-6 to overall slate champion Bemvoo<l Union, which selected Wood to its All~Opponent Team. 

\V(X){I also was a t\vo--year haskethall 1eam captain and a standout tennis plnyer in summer tournaments. 
He acccptc<l a foot hall scholarship to the University of Pittsburgh. then a national power which lost only JO games from 1930-38. He played three seasons, 

mostly al defensive hack, for teams with rcconl,;; of 8-1, 7-1 .2 and 8-1 • I. In 1936, Pitt upset then-unbeaten Notre Dame, 26·0 as Wood. broke 1he game 
open with a long in1ercep1ion return. He also plnyed in the 1937 Rose Bowl win over \Va'.hington, 21-0. 

After gradual ion, he turned to college coachmg/teaching at Harvard and Northeastern he fore join}ng the Wesleyan University staff in Middletown, Conn, 
He wtL<; head haske1hall coach from 1947-68 and also coached foolball and golf. He passed away m 1970. 

Bill }'tJung (h'lnrtins Ferry High School. Class of 1943). He was a 1hrcc-sport standout inn Golden Era of Purple Rider SJXH1S. He was honored on Ferry 
teams which won, or shared, two Ohio slate championships in 1941. 

He was the only sophomore sinner on 1hc Lou Groza-led 19--l.l ha.,;;kethall team which capped a '27-2 record by winning the lirst Ohio baskelball team 
title-the largest Class A-of any Ohio Valley school. He was named All-Tournament. Later 1hat year. the junior led Ferry to a 10-0 regular season foo1hall 
record and an invitational to play Toledo Lihbcy for a mythical slate title. ll1e teams lied, 14--14. In regular se,L~on, Ferry outscored 10 foes hy 333-19 
including a 54--6 rout of Steuhenville. 

111c rare four-vear Rider footbnll lenemian and three-year basketball starter on teams wilh records of 27-2, 22-3 and 24-1, he was lcam captain in both 
sports. As a senior on the 24-1 record stnte semifinalist--lhe first unbeaten regular season 1eam in school history, he was team MVP on a squad featuring 
sophomore Alex Groza, an OVAC Hall of Famcr and laler college All-America and Olympic star. 

In 1942. Young became the first Rider to wear f ootballjerscy No. 44, a school tradition for several years to the team's top player. He also played ha'>eba!L 
After gradua1ion, he entered U,S. military service before returning to enroll at Wesl Liberty State. He s1arred on three teams which lost only une game. He 

earned Little All.America and Small All-America honors in 1947 when he led the nation in rushing with 1.353 yards. He held the West Virginia Conference 
career total offense record until the I 970s. He's a charter member of the WLS Athletics Hall of Fame. Young retired to live in ivlartins Ferry and is deceased. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy J\'lumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn KoYalick 
(accepting for the late George Kovalick), 
Gladys Van Home (accepting for the late Bill 
Van Horne), Betty Pokns (accepting for the late 
Cal Pokns), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting 
ror the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row,Jim I\:lurray (accepting for the late 
A. Wilson Murray}, Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mnzeroski, Dr. Al Blatnik {accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Ahm Hornyak and Rayna 
\Villloms (accepting for the lute Ron 'Fritz' 
\Vllllams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their rcpresentath·es include, rront 
row lert to right, Matt I\.'lumley (accepting for 
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strager (accepting for the late 
George Strager), Bob Burton and John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the late 
\Valter Heil), J\-Iary Schuetz (accepting for the 
lute Alex Groz.a), June Paull (accepting for 
Chuck Howley), Dick l\Uller, Mike Shenrnod 
and Terry Snh·ely. Third row, John 'Fuzz~·• 
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dec Davis, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

l\lcmhers or the OVAC Hull of Fame Class or 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cnwsey (represent­
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D'lnnocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Paul 'Bud' Billiard and Dave Pugh (rep­
resenting \Varren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Niekro, John I\fagistro (represent­
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hummell and Harr)' 
\Vilson. Third row, Ed Burg}\ Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 

107 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2007 or their rcpresentati\'es Include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Redway, 
Earl Klevins, Sam And)' und Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Bnci Carpico (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing 
Don Fleming),John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer HJland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members or the OVAC Hall or Fame Class or 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hcdmond 
(accepting for the late Bob Redmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the late Jimmy Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(accepling for the late Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (nccepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill 
Kennedy, Bob RieYes and Mike Km·allck; 
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe 
Pettini), Connie Doutl, Eric Peterson (accept­
ing for Jay Peterson), I\fark Cisar and Suzie 
Dailer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hull of Fume Class of 
2009 or their representatiYes include, front 
row left to right, Richard .. Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince I\.fonseau, John Sorrenti, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; second row, 
Harold '"Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Murk Thompson; third row, 
Murty Coyne, I\Iike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tim I\toxley, Dmid Bosley and Otis \Vinslon. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

!\fombcrs of the OVAC Hall of Fume Class of 
2010 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Rick DcLucu, Fnmk Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Da,,ies), John 
Stephenson and KJ·le Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck \Vatt), John 
.. Streaky" Haloszku, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry .Josefczyk, Don Sutherin, 
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent­
ing Joe Nickro), Less Browne, Mike \Vright, 
!\lelissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thornes, Ross 
GaUabrese (accepting for the lute .John Kirker), 
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Dci) and 
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plcnnic Cluller, Gary 
Martin (accepting for lhe late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the lute Bob 
,Jeter), Jim McConnick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third rO\,.,, Craig Miller, Pal Miller, 
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for 
T J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2012 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Tom 
Bechtel, Phillip Carey (accepting for the 
late Burdell "Jimmy" Carey), Shawn 
Donley (accepting for the late Charles 
"Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
Gary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec­
ond row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and 
Aimee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
the late Eugene "Eudie" Joseph), Art 
Hehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
Maroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
Abramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
row, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
late Richard "Dick" Kerwood), Doug 
Swearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr, 
Shall11 Vincent and Kenny Howell. 
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OVAC Hall 
of Fame 

Class of 2013 
Members of the OVAC Hall of 

Fame Class of 2013 or their rep­
resentatives include, front row 
left to right, Tom Ralaiczak, Tim 
McCoy, Lori Figurski (accepting 
for the late Richard 'Hoot' Gib­
son), Nick Aloi, Dax Thomas (ac­
cepting for the late Jim Thomas), 
John Howell, Don Zinni and 
Harry "Moo' Moore. Second row, 
Fred Burda (accepting for the 
late Ron 'Cy' Godfrey), Ken Var­
go, Ken Campanizzi (accepting 
for Jim Brown), Larry I'vlarmie, 
Rhonda Noble, and Peri Powell. 
Third row, Mark Emmerling, 
Blaine Rose, Ben Taylor, Bethany 
Piccolini and Jedidiah Stephen. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fanze 
Class of 2014 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class or 2014 or their representatives 
include, front row left to right, Rick 
Coles, Bill Brubaker,James Companion, 
Jim Potts (Cameron/Conch), Dick Edge 
(accepting for the late Bob Roe), Jack 
Prettyman and James H.Junior" Moore. 
Second row, Gordon Gordon, Stan 
Boroski, Mike Smith nnd Chad Brinker. 
Third row, Eddie Drummond, DaYid 
Bertolino, Russ Hutchins (accepting for 
Karrie Hutchin) and Dnn Stephens. 
Also inducted were Paul Rickards, 
Mike Ingram, Jim Kerr nnd Alan Jack. 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins cou1iesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Fonner Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber Schwwool, Midland, Pa. 

"As a former O\IAC coach, I am a11·are afthe unique role that this conference plays in the lives 
of the member schools' student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis 011 sportsmanll'hip and scholarship 

are a tribute to your dedicated leadership and is rivaled by 110 other high school organb11io11 
ofll'hich I am all'are. 

The O\IAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals 11'/zose 
accomplishmellls continue to inspire and motivate today's atlz/etes. 

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success." 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
/!JJ~ Embarks on 73rd Year r~ 
V V 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra­
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 52 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 10,000 athletes 
in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Barnesville 
Beallsville 
Beaver Local 
Bellaire 
Bishop Donahue 
Bridgeport 
Brooke 
Buckeye Local 
Buckeye Trail 
Caldwell 
Cambridge 
Cameron 
Clay-Battelle 
Conotton Valley 
East Liverpool 
East Richland Christian 
Edison 

Fort Frye 
Frontier 
HruTison Central 
Hundred 
Indian Creek 
John Marshall 
Linsly 
Magnolia 
Martins Fen-y 
Meadowbrook 
Monroe Central 
Morgantown 
Oak Glen 
Paden City 
Parkersburg South 
River 
Shadyside 
Shenandoah 
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Southen1 Local 
St. Clairsville 
St. John Central 
Steubenville 
Steubenville Catholic Central 
Toronto 
Trinity Christian 
Tyler Consolidated 
Union Local 
University 
Valley 
Wan-en Local 
Weir 
Weirton Madonna 
Wellsville 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Wheeling Park 



ROBINSON 
AUTO GROUP 

ROBINSON DRIVE 
THE HIGHLANDS 

(304) 233-8000 I GM 
(304) 232-1880 / Toyota 
(304) 232-2400 I Ford 

sa;c:1c11, @TOYOTA 
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