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FORMER HARRISON Central head baseball coach Justin Clifford was the winner
of the OVAC Bill Yan Home Coach of the Year during Monday night's 29th annual
Banquet of Champions at WesBanco Arena. Picturad with Clifford is OVAC
Exscutive Secretary/Treasursr Tom Rataiczak.
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FORMER HARRISON Central head baseball coach Justin Clifford was the winner
of the OVAC BIll Van Horne Coach of the Year during Monday night's 28th annual
Banquet of Champions at WesBanco Arena. Pictured with Clifford is OVAC
Executive Secretary/Treasurer Tom Ratalczak.

Clifford wins OVAC
Coach of the Year

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING - Justin Clifford was hon-
ored to be listed among the finalists for the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference’s top
coaching award.

He was simply stunned when he heard his
name announced as the 2014 recipient of
the OVAC Bill Van Horne Coach of the
Year winner during Monday’s 29th annual
Banquet of Champions at WesBanco Arena.

Clifford won the award after guiding the
Huskies to the 2013 OHSAA Division II
State Basebail Tournament for the first time
in school history. Actually, it was the
school’s first regional trip, too.

“I had no clue (I was going to win),”
Clifford said shortly after delivering his
acceptance speech. “To be in the same
breath (as the other finalists and winners) is
just an honor.”

The other finalists for the award included:
Wheeling Central’s Mel Stephens,
Madonna’s Doug Taylor, Wheeling Park’s
Don Headley and Cambridge’'s Mike
Denniston.

“Those guys have all done it o long time,

“THE RUN (in the tournament) is
something you'll never forget.”

-Justin Clifford
Harrison Cantre! Head Coach

so I feel extremely fortunate,” Clifford con-
tinued.

The Huskies went on a tournament run
that featured everything you'd expect. You
know things like a 15-inning game in the
sectional, a six-run rally in'the regional and
then a balk to send home the winning run in
the regional championship game, - -

“That run (in the tournament) is some-
thing you'll never forget,” Clifford said.
“For those who have experienced a state
title or a state tournament run, words can't
describe the feeling that it is. Until you're
there and experience, words cdn't describe
it.”

Harrison Central took down Vincent
Warren and Waverly in the regional at
Zanesville last spring before falling to Plain
City Jonathan Alder in the state semifinals.

The Huskies were led by then senior duo

See, CLIFFORD, Page B2
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of Rashaen Mitchell and Nick Pelegreen, but those guys

had plenty of help atong the way. -

“You don't realize the accomplishment while you're
there,” Clifford, who played in a staté baseball tournament
at St. Clairsville, said. “Several years down the road,
they’ll remember it even more and the stories will get bet-
ter as the years go on.” -

During the course of the run, there was hardly enough
time for
Clifford, his
coaching Want More?
staff or play- - ) .
ers to éveyn Visit The Times Leader website:
enjoy it | timesleaderonline.com for video of
because of | Justin Clifford’s OVAC Coach of
the prepara- the Year acceptance speech
tions that go -
into  each
game.

“We were just worried about throwing a strike and win-
ning an inning,” Clifford noted. “I was worried about
whether the bus would show up and get us to the field on
time. We almost lost twice during the sectional (against
Carrollton) and were down six runs in regionad final, bt
we just kept finding a way and that’s a credit to those kids
and our coaches.”

If the baseball aspect wasn’t enough for Clifford, his
wile, Heidi, was nine-months pregnant with the couple’s
third child and first daughter, Jenna, during the run.

“My parents (Kim and Penny) were there, which eased
my mind a little bit on worrying as much about Heidi,”
Clifford said, “In that regional final game, I thought T was
going to have the baby with how that thing went, so [
can’t imagine how she felt.”

Clifford spent two seasons as the Huskies’® head base-
ball coach and is still the head basketbull coach. He
stepped down from the baseball post last summer aftes
accepting 4 new job at Harrison Central.

“Harrison Central has been so great to me,” Clifford
said. “I have nothing but great things to say about
Harrison Central and the opportunities it has presented
me.” -
Clifford’s father, Kim, was a finalist for the OVAC
Coach of the Year Award in 2013, When his Red Devils’
basketball team faces Justin’s Huskies in the winter, each
wints to win as badly as the other, However, during the
Huskies' baseball run, Harrison Central and Justin didn’t
have a bigger fan than Kim.

“If I could trade this plaque for the (entire) career my
dad has put together, [ certuinly would,” Justin said. ]
can’t say enough about what my dad has done {or me, not
only as a father, but as a coach. 1 owe it all to hinm.”

Staskey Cin be reached ar
sstuskev@timesteaderonline com
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OVAC Coach of the Year Narrowed Down to Five

By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register

WHEELING — There
are some 600 coaches in
the Ohto Valley Athletic
Conference.

Many of
enjoyed tremendous suc-
cess during their réspec-
tive seasons.

That makes the task of
choosing an overall coach
of the year quite difficult.

The OVAC has wittled
down the list of coaches
to five finalists and one

whom, -
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"Central

will receive the highest
coaching honor in the
conference at Monday
night’s OVAC Banquet of
Champions at WesBanco
Arena when the OVAC
Bill Van Horne Couach of
the Year is named.

The honor is based on
spring sports of 2013 and
fall and winter of the cur-
rent school year.

Each of the five final-
ists will receive a plaque.

Here’s a capsule look at
the finalists in alphabeti-
cal order:

JUSTIN
CLIFFORD,
Harrison

baseball —
This coach
was only at
the helm for

IWO 5easons  justin
of  the (Clifford
Huskies

program, but the final sea-
son is one that no one will
saoon forpget.

Clifford guided the
Huskies®” baseball team to
4 23-8 record, which
ended in the Division II
state semnifinals at Hunt-
ington Park in Columbus,
Harrison Central also won
the OVAC Class 4A title
along the way, which saw
them win their first dis-
trict title in baseball,

To get to the state tour-
nament, Harrison Central
defeated Vincent Warren

in the regional semifinal .

and then it raliied past
Waverly, winning on a
balk to get to the state
tournament,

The Huskies fell to
Plain City Jonathan Alder
in the state semifinal.

-Clifford stepped down
from his post after accept-
ing a job as dean of stu-
dents at Harrison Central.
He still remains the
school’s boys” basketball
coach.

Clifford’s father, Kim,
was a finalist for this
award following the 2012
season.

MICHAEL DENNIS-
bridge ten-
nis — The &
Bobcats’
tennis pro-
gram is on
extremely
solid footing
and much of
that is
because of
the work done by Dennis-
ton, -

The Bobcats® head
coach of 22 years, Den-
niston puided Cambridge
to undefeated seasons in
both 2012 and 2013 and
he surpassed 200 career
victories last spring.

. Cambridge was the
overall and 5A OVAC
champions in 2013 and
also claimed its third con-
secutive East Central Ohio
League crown,

For fouy consecutive

Michael
Denniston

seasons, Denniston direct-
ed qualifiers to the
OHSAA State Tennis
Tournament held in
Colimbus. He had a dou-
bles team qualify four
straight seasons and a sin-
gles player twice.

Denniston died on Dec.
29, 2013 at the age of 62.
A member of his family
will accept the award on
his behalf. The tennis
courts inside Cambridge
City Park have been re-
named in Denniston’s
honor.

DON HEADLEY,
Wheeling ,
Park golf —
The Patriots
have built
quite the
string of golf
SUCCess over
gle years, prul

eadley has y
been one of He?i%?ey
the driving
forces in continuing it.

He guided the Patriots
to the Class AAA state
championship last season
with a team score of 472
during the two-day event
held at Oglebay. The title
was thethird that Headley
has captured as the head
coach,.

For the fourth strajght
season, Headley coached
the individual state cham-
pion, too. Cole Hand
re;ieated as AAA individ-
ual medalist in 201 3.

Headley, who has been

at the Patriots’ helm for
now six seasons, had
guided his team to five
consecutive OVAC big-
school championships
before settling for second
last season.

M E L
STEPHENS,
Wheeling
Central boys
basketball
- The
Maroon
Knights”
b o (sl 5 Mel
winpped up Stephens
his llpth seqa- P
son at the helm in impres-
sive fashion,

Stephens guided the
Maroon Knights to their
fifth state championship
under his watch when
Wheeling Central fought
off Charleston Catholic in
double OT, 64-55,

The victory against
Charleston ~ Catholic
avenged a state semifinal
setback in 2013.

Central, which was the
top seed in the state tour-
ney, needed overtime to
esca&xe the quarterfinal
round when it knocked off
Parkersburg Catholic, 59-
57. The Knights then took
down Clay-Battelle in the
state semifinals, 71-54.

En route to the state
tournament, the Knights
reeled off 14 straight
wins, including winning
the OVAC Class 2A
championship against

Wellsville. The confer-
ence title was the sixth
under Stephens’ watch.

Stephens, who was the
OVAC co-coach of the
year in 2009, owns a
remarkable 196-96 career
record,.

DOUG
TAYLOR,
Madonna
football —
The Blue
Dons came
into the
2013 season |
leoking to
finish the
job after
falling by a point in the
2012 Class A West Vir-
éinia State Championship

ame to Wahama,

The Blue Dons got back
to Wheeling Island Stadi-
um and completed the
mission with this third-
year head coach leading
the way.

Taylor and the Blue
Dons not only hoisted the
sport’s top trophty, they
did so in perfect fashion,
completing the 14-0 sea-
son.

Along the way, the Blue
Dons  captured the
school’s 10th and second
consecutive OVAC Class
1A championship.

Taylor was named the
Wheeling Intelligencer

Dou
Taylor

"Football Coach of the

Year as voted on by his
Ohio Valley coaching
peers.




Clifford Named 2014
OVAC Coach of Year

4

ister/Biil v
- €oach Justin Clifford,

~ 29th Annual Ban

By TONY VIOLA
Staff Writer

WHEELING -
knows best.

Before former Harrison
Central basebal] coach Justin
Clifford attended the 29th
Annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions held at WesBanco
Arena, the Coach of the Year
candidate took some advice
from his dad.

Father

Write a speech,

Nearly two hours after the
ceremonies began, Clifford
was flad he did.

“‘l had no clue (I would
win),”” Clifford said after he
as he was announced the
2014 News-Register/Bill Van
Horne OVAC Coach of the
Year.

He was sure to thank his
father, Kim, the veteran St,

’ ) Phata by Tony Viola
Former Whesling Intelligencer Sports Editor Doug Huff, left, presents the 2014 News-Reg-
an Home OVAC Coach of the Year plaque to former Harrison

Central baseball

quet of Champions held at arena

Clairsville boys’ basketball
coach, for the ‘words of wis-
dom during his Seven-minute
acceptance speech.

Clifford, in his second and
final season at the helm, guid-
ed Harrison Centra] to their
first district title as well as an
dppearance in the Ohio Dijvi-

{Please see COACH,
Page 12)
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(Continued from Page 11}
sion 11 state semifinals. The Huskies
posted o 23-8 record last spring and also
won the OVAC Class 4A title.

Clifford beat out Madonna football
coach Doug Taylor, Wheeling Central
boys’ basketball coach Mel Stephens,
Wheeling Park golf coach Don Headley,
and the late Cambridge tennis coach,
Michael Denniston, to lay claim to the
award.

1178 just an hwonor to be in the same
breath as those guys,”” Clitfford said.
““Those guys have done it a long time.
P fortunaie.””

Harrison Central defeated Vincent
Warren in the regional semifinal and ral-
lied past Waverly - winning on a balk
.~ before falling to state runner-up Plain

City Jonathan Alder in the state semi{i-
nal,

*“It’s been an unbelievable year,”’
Clifford suid, ‘T had a baby — well, |
didn’t, iy wife did,

“*Just the run, it’s something you’ll
never forget. For those who have experi-
enced a state title or tournament run,
words can't describe that feeling. Until
you're there und you experience it,
words can’t describe it.”’

Following the end of Harrison Cen-
trat’s season, ClifTford, also the Huskies
boys’ basketbul! couach, accepted a job as
dean of students at the high school.

Thinking he had too much on his
plate, the Harrison Hills School district
made hum choose one sport to coach.

He picked basketball.

“*1t's all been for, the good,”” Cliftord

said. **Harrison has given me so many
steps and has been so greal 1o me. 1 have
nothing but great things to say about
them.”’

During the Huskies’ historic run, CHif-
ford says he never really stopped to
think about the big picture.

“You're just worried about throwing
a strike and winning that inning,”” he
said. **You're not thinking about playing
in Huntington Park or anything like that,
you're worried aboul, ‘Is the bus going
to get there on time?’ .

I told the kids this when we were
there because 1 had the chance 1o play
— well, be on the team I should suy —
and won, You don’t realize it when
you're there, You really don’t. You take
it Tor granted. Ten years down the road,
they’il remember it. When it happens
you don’t think about it much.

“‘It was an unbelievable run.””’

The Coach of the Year award was just
one of several honors given out at the
banquet celebrating the nation’s largest
high school athletic conference.

More than $30,000 in scholarships
were awarded to nearly 40 graduating
seniors. In addition, the OVAC overall
winners for each class were announced,

Madonna won the Class 1A title for
fifth straight time, Wheeling Central
took the 2A crown for back-to-back
yeurs, Linsly earned its fourth straight
3A championship and St. Clairsville
captured Class 4A for a record sixth
consecutive time. Wheeling Park edged
out Morgantown by a single point to
earn its fifth Class 5A title.
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|OVAC Coach of thAe year finalists set

« Bill Van Haorne Award to b

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sparts Editor

WHEELING - There are some
600 coaches in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference.

Many of whom, enjoyed tremen-
dous. success during thelr respec-
tive seasons. ‘

‘That makes the task of choosing
an overall coach of the year quite
difficult.

The OVAC has wittled down the

list of coaches to five finalists and -
one will receive the highest coaching honor 2013 and fall and winter of the current JUSTIN CLIFFORD, Harrison Central

in the conference at Monday night’s schoal year. baseball — This coach was only at the
OVAC Banquet of Champions at Each of the five finalists will receive a helm for two seasons of the Huskies pro-
- WesBanco Arena when the OVAC Bill plaque. gram, but the final season is one that no
Van Horne Coach of the Year is named. Here’s a capsule look at the finalists in one will scon forget.

The honor is based on spring sports of alphabetical order: See, OVAC, Page C2
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Clifford guided the Huskies’ baseball team to a 23-8
record, which ended in the Division 1l state semifinals at
Huntington Park in Columbus. Harrison Central also won -
the OVAC Class 4A title along the way, which saw them
win their first district title in basehali.

To get to the state tournament, Harvison Central defeat-
ed Vincent Warren in the regional semifinal and then it
rallied past Waverly, winning on a balk to get to the state
tournament,

The Huskies fell to Plain City Jonathan Alder in the
state semifinal,

Clitford stepped down from his post after accepting a
job as dean of students at Marrison Central. He still
remains the school’s boys” basketball coach.

Clifford’s father, Kim, was a finalist for this award fol-
lowing the 2012 season.

MICHAEL DENNISTON, Cambridge tennis — The
Bobcats’ tennis program is on extremely solid looting and
much of that is because of the work dome by Denniston.

The Bobcats” head coach of 22 years, Denniston guid-
ed Cambridge to undefeated seasons in both 2012 and
2013 and he surpassed 200 career victories last spring.

Cambridge was the overall and 5A OVAC champions

“in 2013 and also claimed its third consecutive East
Centril Ohio League crown,

For four consecutive seasons, Denniston directed quali-
fiers to the OMSAA State Teanis Tournament held in
Columbus.

He had a doubles team qualify four straight seasons and
a singles player twice. :

Denniston died on Dec. 29, 2013 at the age of 62, A
member of his family will accept the award on his behalf,
The tennis courts inside Cambridge City Park have been
re-named in Denniston’s honor.

DON HEADLEY, Wheeling Park golf — The Patriots
hive built quite the string of goif success over the years.
Headley has been one of the driving forces in continuing
it. <

He guided the Patriots to the Class AAA state champi-
onship last season with a team score of 472 during the
two-day event held at Oglebay. The title was the third that
Headley has captured as the head coach.

For the fourth straight season, Headley coached the
individual stale champion, too.

Cole Hand repeated as AAA individual medalist in
2013,

Headley, who has been at the Patriots’ helm for now
six seasons, had guided his team to five consecutive
OVAC big-school championships before settling for sec-
ond last season,

MEL STEPHENS, Wheeling Central boys’ basketball
- The Marcon Knights™ boss wrapped up his 11th sea-
son at the helm in impressive Fashion.

Stephens guided the Maroon Knights to their fifth state
championship under his watch when Wheeling Central
fought off Charleston Catholic in double OT, 64-55.

The victory against Charleston Catholic avenged 4 state
semifinal setback in 2013.

Central, which was the top seed in the state tourpey,
needed overtime to escape the quarterfinal round when it
knocked off Parkersburg Catholic, 59-57. The Knights
then took down Clay-Battelle in the state semifinals, 71-
54, :

En route to the state tournament, the Knights regled off
14 straight wins, including winning the OVAC Class 2A
championship against Wellsville, The conference title was
the sixth under Stephens’ watch.

Stephens, who was the OVAC co-coach of the year in
2009, owns a remarkable 196-86 career record.

DOUG TAYLOR, Madonna football — The Blue
Dons came into the 2013 season looking to finish the job




Juu as ueun or stdents at Harrison Central, He stil]
remains the school’s boys’ basketbal] coach.

Clifford’s father, Kim, was a finalist for this award fol-
lowing the 2012 season.

MICHAEL DENNISTON, Cambridge tennis — The
Bobcats’ tennis program is on extremely solid footing and
much of that is because of the work done by Denniston.

The Bobceats’ head coach of 22 years, Denniston guid-
ed Cambridge to undefeated seasons in both 2012 and
2013 and he surpassed 200 career victories last spring.

Cambridge was the overall and 5A OVAC champions
"in 2013 and also claimed its third consecutive East

Central Ohio League crown.

For four consecutive seasons, Denniston directed quali-
fiers to the OHSAA State Tennis Tournament held in
Columbus.

He had a doubles team qualify four straight seasons and
& singles player twice.

Denniston died on Dec. 29, 2013 at the age of 62, A
member of his family will accept the award on his behalf,
The tennis courts inside Cambridge City Park have been
re-named in Denniston’s honor.

DON HEADLEY, Wheeling Park golf - The Patriots
ave built quite the string of golf success over the years,
Headley has been one of the driving forces in continuing
it. -

He guided the Patriots to the Class AAA state champi-
onship last season with a team score of 472 during the
two-day event lield at Oglebay. The title was the third that
Headley has captured as the head conch.

For the fourth straight season, Headley coached the
individual state champion, too.

Cole Hand repeated as AAA individual medalist in
2013, '

Headley, who has been at the Patriots’ helm for now
$1X seasons, had guided his team to five consecutive
OVAC big-school championships before settling for sec-
ond Jast season.

MEL STEPHENS, Wheeling Central boys’ basketball
- The Maroon Knights’ boss wriapped up his 11th sea-
son at the helm in Impressive fashion,

Stephens guided the Maroon Knights to their fifth state
championship under his watch when Wheeling Central
fought off Charleston Catholic in double OT, 64-55,

The victory against Charleston Cathalic avenged a state
semitinal setback in 201 3. '

Central, which was the top seed in the state tourney,
needed overtime to escape the quarterfinal round when it
knocked off Parkersburg Catholic, 59-57. The Knights
then took down Cluy-Buttelle in the state semifinals, 71-
54, -

En route to the staie tonrpantent, the Knights reeled off
L4 straight wins, including winning the OVAC Class 2A
championship against Wellsville. The conference title was
the sixth under Stephens’ watch,

Stephens, who was the OVAC co-coach of the year in
2009, owns a remarkable 196-96 career record,

DOUG TAYLOR, Madonna football ~ The Blue
Dons came into the 2013 season looking to finish the job
after falling by a point in the 2012 Class A West Virginia

Stote Championship Game to Wahama,

The Blue Dons got back to Wheeling Island Stadium
‘and completed the mission with this third-year head coach
leading the way,

. Taylor and the Blue Dons not only hoisted the sport’s
top trophy, they did so in perfect fashion, completing the
14-0 season.

Along the way, the Blue Dong captured the school’s
10th amd second consecutive QVAC Class 1A champi-
onship.

Taylor was named the Wheeling Intelligencer Football
Coach of the Year as voted on by his Ohio Valley coach-
ing peers,

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey @timesteaderonline.con
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There are some 600
coaches in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference.

Many of whom, enjoyed
tremendous success during
their respective seasons.

That makes the task of
choosing an overall coach of
the year quite difficult,

The OVAC has whittled
down the list of coaches tg
five finalists and one will
receive the highest coach-
ing honor in the conference
at Monday night's QOVAC
Banquet of Champions at
WesBanco Arena when
the OVAC Bill Van Home
Coach of the Year is named.

The honor is based on
spring sports of 2013 and
fall and winter of the current
schoal year,

Each of the five finalists
will receive a plaque.

Here’s a capsule look at
the finalists in alphabetical
order;

Justin Clifford, Harrison
Central baseball — This
coach was only at the helm
for two seasons of the
Huskies’ program, but the
final season is one that no
one will soon forget.

Justin Clifford

Don Headley

\‘ 15
Mel Stephens

Douag Taylor

Clifford guided the
Huskies to a 23-§ record,
which ended in the
Division II state semifi-
nals at Huntington Park in
Columbus, Harrison Centra]
also won the OVAC Class
4A title along the way,
which saw them win their
first district title in baseball,

To get to the -state tour-
nament, Harrison Centra]
defeated Vincent Warren in
the regional semifinal and
then it rallied Past Waverly,
winnjngonabalktogetto
the state tournament,

The Huskies fell to Plain
City Jonathan Alder in the
State semifinal,

Clifford stepped down
from his post after accept-
ing a job as dean of students
at Harrison Central, He still
remains the school’s boys’

Michael Denniston
basketball coach,

Clifford’s father, Kim, was
a finalist for this award fol-
lowing the 2012 season,

Michael Denniston,
Cambridge tennis -- The
Bobcats’ tennis program
is on extremely solid foot-

ing and much of that s

because of the work done
by Denniston.

The  Bobcats’
head coach of 22
years, Denniston
guided Cambridge B¥
to undefeated sea-
sons in both 2012
and 2013 and he
surpassed 200 career victo-
res last spring,

Cambridge was the overal]
and 5A OVAC champions
in 2013 and also claimed
its third consecutive East
Central Ohio League crown,

For four consecutive sea-
sons, Denniston directed
qualifiers to the OHSAA
State Tennis Tournament
held in Columbus, He* had
a doubles team qualify four
straight seasons and a sin-
gles player twice.

Denniston died on Dec. -

29, 2013 at the age of 62.
A member of his fam-
ily will accept the award

.on his behalf., The tennis

pionship last season with a
team score of 472 during
the two-day event held at
Oglebay. The title was the
third that Headley has cap-
tured as the head coach.

For the fourth straight sea-
son, Headley coached the
individual state champion,
too. Cole Hand repeated as
AAA  individuai
medalist in 2013,

Headley, who has
been at the Patriots’
belm for now six
guid-
ed his team to five
consecutive OVAC
big-school championships
before settling for second
last season.

Mel Stephens, Wheeling
Central boys basketball —~
The Marcon Knights' boss
wrapped up his 11th season
at the helm in impressive
fashion.

Stephens guided the
Maroon Knights to their
fifth state championship
under his watch when
Wheeling Central fought
off Charlesion Catholic in
double OT, 64-55.

The  victory against
Charleston Catholic
avenged a state semifina]
setback in 2013.

ing winning the QVAC
Class 2A  championship
against Wellsville, The con-
ference title was the sixth
under Stephens’ watch.

Stephens, who was the
OVAC co-coach of the year
in 2009, owns a remarkable
196-96 career record.

Doug Taylor, Madonna
football — The Blee Doas
came inio the 2013 season
looking to finish the job
after falling by a point in the
2012 Class A West Virginia
State Championship Game
to Wahama, .

The Blue Dons got back

to Wheeling Island Stadium
and completed the mission
with this third-year head
coach leading the way.

Taylor and the Blue Dons
not only hoisted the sport’s
top trophy, they did so in
perfect fashion, completing
the 14-0 season.

Along the way, the Blue
Dons captured the school’s
10th and second consecu-
tive OVAC Class 1A cham-
pionship.

Taylor was pamed The
Intelligencer Football Coach
oftheYearasvoledonbyhjs
Ohio Valley coaching peers.



choosing an overall coach of
the year quite difficult,

The OVAC has whittled
down the list of coaches to
five finalists and one will
reccive the highest coach-
ing honor in the conference
at Monday night’s OVAC
Banquet of Champions at
WesBanco Arena  when
the OVAC Bill Van Horne
Coach of the Year is named.

The honor is based on
spring sports of 2013 and
fall and winter of the current
school year,

Each of the five finalists
will receive a plaque.

Here’s a capsule look at
the finalists in alphabetical
order:

Justin Clifford, Harrison
Central baseball -- This
coach was only at the helm
for two seasons of the
Huskies™ program, but the
final season is one that no
one will soon forget.

£ g

Justin Clifford

Michael Denniston

Don Headley

Mel Stephens

Doug Taylor

Clifford guided the
Huskies to a 23-8 record,
which ended in the
Division Il stale semifi-
nals at Huntington Park in
Columbus, Harrison Central
also won the OVAC Class
4A title along the way,
which saw them win their
first district title in baseball,

To get to the state tour-
nament, Harrison Central
defeated Vincent Wiarren in
the regional semifinal and
then it rallied past Waverly,
winning on a balk to get o
the state tournament.

The Huskies fell to Plain
City Jonathan Alder in the
state semifinal.

Clifford stepped down
from his post after accept-
ing a job as dean of students
at Harrison Central. He still
remains the school’s boyy

basketball coach.

Clifford’s father, Kim, was
a finalist for this award fol-
lowing the 2012 season.

Michael Denniston,
Cambridge tennis -- The
Bobcats’ tennis program
is on extremely solid foot-
ing and much of that is
because of the work done
by Denniston.

The  Bobcats’
head coach of 22
years, Denniston
guided Cambridge
to undefeated sea-
sons in both 2012
and 2013 and he
surpassed 200 career victo-
ries last spring.

Cambridge was the overall
and 5A OVAC champions
in 2013 and also claimed
its third consecutive East
Central Ohio League crown,

For four consecutive sea-
sons, Denniston directed
qualifiers to the OHSAA
State Tennis Tournament
held in Columbus. He had
a doubles team qualify four
straight seasons and a sin-
gles player twice.

Denniston died on Dec.
29, 2013 at the age of 62.
A member of his fam-
ily will accept the award
on his behalf. The tennis
court at Cambridge City
Park have been re-named in
Denniston’s honor,

Don Headley, Wheeling
Partk golf -- The Patriots
have built quite the siring of
goll success over the years.
Headley has been one of the
driving forces in continu-
ing it

He gunided the Patriots to
the Class AAA state cham-

pionship last season with a
tearmn score of 472 during
the two-day event held at
Oglebay. The title was the
third that Headley has cap-
tured as the head coach.

For the fourth straight sea-
son, Headley coached the
individual state champion,
too. Cole Hand repeated as
AAA  individual
medalist in 2013,

Headley, who has
been at the Patriots’
helm for now six
seasons, had guid-
ed his team to five
consecutive OVAC
big-schoal championships
before settling for second
last season.

Mel Stephens, Wheeling
Central boys basketball --
The Maroon Knights' boss
wrapped up his 11th season
at the helm in impressive
fashion.

Stephens  guided the
Maroon Knights to their
fifth state championship
under his watch when
Wheeling Central fouglt
off Charleston Catholic in
double OT, 64-55.

The victory against
Charleston Catholic
avenged a state semifinal
setback in 2013.

Central, which was the top
seed in the state {ourney,
needed overtime to escape
the quarterfinal round when
it knocked off Parkersburg
Catholic, 39-57. The
Knights then took down
Clay-Battelle in the state
semifinals, 71-54.

En route to the state tour-
nament, the Knights reeled
off 14 straight wins, includ-

ing winning the OVAC
Class 2A championship
against Wellsville. The con-
ference title was the sixth
under Stephens’ watch.

Stephens, who was the
OVAC co-coach of the year
in 2009, owns a remarkable
196-96 career recond.

Doug Tayler, Madonna
football -- The Blue Dons
came into the 2013 season
fooking to finish the job
after falling by a point in the
2012 Class A West Virginia
State Championship Game
to Wahama, .

The Blue Dons got back

to Wheeling Islund Stadium
and completed the mission
with this third-year head
coach leading the way.

Taylor and the Blue Dons
not only hoisted the sport’s
top trophy, they did so in
perlect fashion, completing
the 14-0 season.

Along the way. the Blue
Dons captured the school’s
10th and second consecu-
tive OVAC Class 1A cham-
pionship.

Taylor was named The
Intelligencer Football Coach
of the Year as voted on by his
Ohio Valley coaching peers.



