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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Don Zinni, Dick 
Wolf, Ron Mauck and Doug Huff; back row, Kelly Rine, Tom Tisher, Seth Staskey, Robert 
"Bubba" Kapral,Jeff Harrison and Bob Koch. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee 

Jeff Harrison ................... Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 
Doug Huff ...................... .Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 
Robert 'Bubba' Kapral ........ .Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 
Bob Koch ........................................... OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 
Ron Mauck ....... .Former OVAC Football All-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director 
Tom Rataiczak .................................................... OVAC Executive Secretary 
Kelly Rine ................................ .Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 
Seth Staskey ......................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 
Tom Tisher .......................................................... Teacher, River High School 
Dick Wolf ................................. East Liverpool City Schools Board Member 
Don Zinni ....................................................... OVAC Football Commissioner 
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2013-2014 OVAC 
Executive Board 

The OVAC Executive Board for 2013-2014. Front row, left to right, Dr. Dianna Vargo, West Virginia Board 
Member; Dan Enich, West Virginia Board Member; Corey Murphy, Past President; Walt Skaggs, Presi­
dent; Bernie Dolan, Vice-President; Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; Jeff Crosier, Ohio Board Member; 
Dr. Dan Doyle, Ohio Board Member. Second row, Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, 
Basketball Commissioner; Ron White,Assistant Basketball Commissioner; Don Zinni,Assistant Football 
Commissioner; Dave Clutter, Football Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; Pegi Bannan, 
Volleyball Commissioner. Back Row, Thomas E. Rataiczak, Executive Secretary/Treasurer; Fred King, 
Class IA Representative; Ed Cihy, Class 2A Representative; Molly Feller, Class 3A Representative; Kelly 
Rine, Class 4ARepresentative; Rick Leach, Class SA Representative; Bob Koch, Football All-Star Director. 
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The OVAC is proud to salute three of its own 

JOHN HOWELL 
Basketball Commissioner 

TOM RATAJCZAK 
Executive Secretary/ 

Treasurer 

Congratulations 

DON ZINNI 
Football Commissioner 

to the HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE 
on its 10th Anniversary 

of recognizing the best in the Valley. 
Special Congratulations to the OIDO VALLEY ATHLETIC 
CONFERENCE for seventy years of continuous service to 

our schools and student/athletes. 

From our 75 Conference championships 
to the OVAC Sports Museum 
to the Hall of Fame recognition and display 
to the $40,000 worth of scholarships 
to our All-Star contests 
to our Banquet of Champions 
to our Sports World assemblies 
to our website and marketing 
to our All-Conference academic recognition 
to our 12,000+ student-athletes 
And to our SO member schools 

We will remain committed to serving for the next seventy years. 
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Congratulations to my favorite coach, 

Nick Aloi 

on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Nick's appreciation for coaching basketball 
has been an integral part of his life. 

Your loving wife, Linda 
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The :Barnesville High School Athletic Department 
and The Barnesville Boosters Club 

Congratulate 

Larry Marmie 
Quarterback Barnesville High School 

-1\.-arterback Eastern Kentucky 
:Berea Kentucky Pirates Head Coach • • 

. . ;t.\ Morehead State Eaqles Secondary Coach 

• Eastern Kentucky Colonels DefenslveCoordlnawr 

.•. Tulsa Golden Hurricanes DefenstveCoordlnawr 

North Carolina Tar Heels Secondary Coach 

Tennessee Volunteers Defenstve Coordlnawr 

rizona State Sun Devils Defensive Coor • 

Ile.ad Coach Arizona State Universtty 
Tennesooe Volunteers Defensive Coordi 

UCLA :BruinS Secondary Coach 

Arizona Cardinal$ Defensive Coordinator Ml 
. Saint Lolli$ Rams Defensive Coordlnawr 

Seattle Smhawks Sooondaryiliach 

ARIMJ! 
CARDINALS 

Las Vegas wcomotivl:S Defensive Thicks Coach 

Currently Pro Scout Qakland Raiders .. __ 

~ 
SEATTL""E 

SEAHAWKS 
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Bellaire Big Reds 

Tom Rataiczak 
Class of 1964 

from 

Ben Taylor 
Class of 1996 

the Bellaire High School 
Athletic Department 

Sprit, Pride, Tradition 
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Purple Rider Pride 

The Martins Ferry High School 
Athletic Department salutes and congratulates 

Ken Vargo 

'Cy' Godfrey 

OVAC Hall of Fame inductees 
Ken Vargo (Class of 1952) 
Ron 'Cy' Godfrey (Class of 1956) 
Jim Brown (Class of 1961) 
Peri Powell (Class of 1979) 

and OVAC Legend 
Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Class of 1923) 

Part of a rich tradition of athletics 
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Peri Powell 

'Toss' Edwards 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

-At« 
aHd 

FROM THE 

EAST LIVERPOOL 
REBOUND CLUB 

Bill & Teresa Crawford, Co-Presidents 
Melissa Waggle, Vice-President 
Stacey Conley, Secretary 
Bob Bosco, Treasurer 
Nate Conley, Head Coach 

POTTER NATION 
IS PROUD OF YOU! 
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RICH ••HOOT'' GIBSO 
On being inducted into the 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
at the 10th induction ceremony! 

The Times Leader 
200 SOUTH 4TH STREET I MARTINS FERRY, OHIO 

7 40-63 3-1131 ..,-;;t II 
www.timesleaderonline.com Ill.I • 

er;~ 3~ ~~ S1)~ 

John Howell 
(M1/ ~ • LIW.A/UL'll._..,._,,..,,_ IVIT intOI tk:v 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
<UW/ Aist mtmlf ~of~ 0-ol an, ofliciat 
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Tom Rataiczak 

To a most deserving Hall of Farner, 
the "visionary and backbone" of the Conference! 

"CONGRATULATIONS" 

Kelly Rine & Dr. Dee Nazzaro 

Martins Ferry 
High School 

Faculty and Students 
congratulate 

Coach Peri Powell, 
on her induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Rider Nation is proud of you! 

Congratulations 

Harry 'Moo' Moore 
on your induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
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Congratulations 

FOOTBALL 
OFFICIAL 

Don Zinni 

OVAC 
COMMISSIONER 

on being inducted into the OV AC Hall of Fame 

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!! 
LOVE You FOREVER! YOUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN, 

Donna and Mike, Dave and Natalie, Dan and Jill 

Steven. Marissa, Lauren. Kristin, Tyler, Tanner, and Trip 
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The Man In The Glass 
By Dale Wunbrow 

When you get what you want in your struggle for self 
And the world makes you king for a day 
Just go to the mirror and look at yourself 
And see what that man has to say. 

For it isn't your father, or mother, or wife 
Whose judgment upon you must pass 
The fellow whose verdict counts most in your life 
Is the one staring back from the glass. 

He's the fellow to please - never mind all the rest 
For he's with you, clear to the end 
And you've passed your most difficult, dangerous test 
If the man in the glass is your friend. 

Thomas E. Rataiczak 

You may fool the whole world down the pathway of years 
And get pats on the back as you pass 
But your final reward will be heartache and tears 
If you've cheated the man in the glass. 

You have opened so many new avenues 
for the OVAC through your visions, 
hard work and dedication. 
Congratulations on receiving this award. 
I am so proud of you! 
Love you, 
Linda 
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Congratulations 

Jed Stephen 
'The Pride of Shenandoah High' 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

From 
The Shenandoah High School 

Athletic Department 
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St. Clairsville High School 

Congratulates these three Red Devils 

Rich Gibson 
St. C. Class of 1970 

Media 

Rhonda Noble 
St. C. Class of 1979 

l 970s Athlete 

on their induction 

Bethany Piccolini 
St. C. Class of 2001 

2000s Athlete 

into the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame, Class of 2013 

Red Devil Nation is proud of you! 
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Russell "Tuss11 Edwards 
1903 -1983 

Pap we love you and thank you for your life and love. You were 
always there to take care of us and help us get better. You in­
stilled in us the pride of being an athlete and how competing and Ii 
striving were worthy ways to live our lives. We looked up to you 
and loved when you told stories of competing with the very earli­
est great Martins Ferry teams. You held the Valley Scoring 
record for Decades with your 8 touchdown game against Coshoc­
ton. Your stories of playing in the Polo Grounds and kicking the 
winning field goal and your games at W & J kept us wanting to be 
athletes. The stories of the great pi ayers you coached and 
played with as well as the stories of "Pop" Heisman and Andy 
Kerr, your college coaches kept us imagining great things about 
being an athlete. 

Pap you were a great coach in the years that you coached high 
school sports. Winning at Adena, Warwood and Linsly. Your 

Linsly team was undefeated and made it past the second round of the National Basketball tournament 
where you lost to South Carolina. The player for South Carolina shot the basketball two handed "Wilt 
the Still" style underhanded to beat you. 

Pap one of your greatest accomplishments was organizing and help start the Wheeling Midget League. 
Parading through downtown Wheeling and heading to Belle Isle for 3 inning warm up games for the 
season openers always excited us. The league gave a lot of players their first chance to play organized 
baseball and it was well appreciated by all the people of Wheeling resulting in you being named Citizen 
of the Year. 

Pap we were lucky to live with you and to always live close by you. You took care of us when,you 
moved on the Linsly campus and became the grounds keeper. You fed us daily, helped train us and kept 
us on time and ready to go. We got to share our careers with you. You watched our games, talked 
about what we did right and how we could get better. You always followed all your grandkids at CCHS 
as well. You always gave us positive feedback and we always wanted to make you proud and honor you 
anyway we could. 

Pap isn't it great that another generation later your great- grandchildren would honor your name. In 
the 2000 decade Wheeling Central went on a run in sports and particularly football that was one of the 
schools greatest. Who lead that powerhouse but Edwards. Justin Edwards starting it off like a rocket 
with his play than Alex Edwards Peluchette came on and they rolled. Lee finally came and kept it rolling. 
Not sure if it will ever stop at CCHS. 

Pap tonight is the final honor for you on earth but your name and spirit will always live on in the 
athletic arena. 

Love, 

Peluchette & Edwards Family 
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Congratulations 

You will always 
be our legend 

The Robert Hugh Family 
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The Martins Ferry 
Athletic Department 

congratulates our coach, 
Ms. Peri Powell, 

on her induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Congratulations 

Nick Aloi 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

from 

Frank and Mary Aloi 
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Congratulations 

OVAC 'Legend' Joel Jones 
Jones' teammates from 

the 1950-51 and 1953-54 seasons: 
Coach James Wares 

Arnett Brogdon Leonard Brown* 
Raymond Brown* Robert Byrd 
William Brown Calvin Bums* 
Henry Bums Lawrence Chester* 
Raymond Castelow* John Douglas 
John Curenton* Richmond Gibson* 
Bobby Jean Douglas James Gregory* 
Wilson Gilliam* Willie Gregory 
Franki Gregory Joe Hill 
Fletcher Gregory Roy Ingram 
George Hopkins* Robert Jeter* 
Walter Ingram* Raeford Lester* 
Robert Lee Allen Rutherford* 
Clarence Rice* Robert Sims 
Isiah Salter Irvin Salter"' 
Fred Sutton 
James Thomas* 
James Turner* 
William Walker 
Leonard Witcher* 
Danny Young 
James Brown* 

Isaac Thomas* 
Booker T. Walker 
Nathaniel William* 
Alphonso Williams* 
Charles Young 
Ed Young* 
(* deceased) 

• Three-time high school all-stater (captain as senior) 
• T\vo-time All-American at Michigan State 

•Played in Rose Bowl 
•Curently a counselor at Henry Ford High School, Detroit 

From your brother, Robert, sisters Rev. Theola 
and Mayola J. and niece Patra Brown 
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The Steubenville City Schools 

congratulate 

Sylvia Crawley 
(SHS Class of 1990) 

on her induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

We are proud of you! 
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Congratulations 

Coach Jim ''JT'' Thomas 

OVAC Hall of Fame - Class of 2013 

from 
the Wheeling Central Catholic 

Athletic Department 
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Congratulations Papaw! ! 

"The guy to make you smile on a bad day." 
TJ 

"No one could dream of a greater Papaw. He does nothing more than provide a smile to everyone who crosses his path." 
Meg 

"You 're always willing to help us, and let us steal Swedish Fish!!" 
Maddy 

"He is that one person in the world that makes me laugh and smile every time I see him" 
Sean 

"My Papaw is my hero ... He inspires me every day and one day I hope to be like him! Love you Papaw!" 
Sarah 

"Papaw is my hero because he works hard and helps me do the things I need to do." 
Andrew 

"Papaw makes me happy because he lets me come to his house to visit all the time!" 
Lizzie 

"I love my Papaw. He's my friend!" 
Rachel 
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The Ohio Valley Board 
of Basketball Officials 

congratulates 

John L. Howell 

on his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

President - Butch Minkemeyer 
President-Elect - Dale Lewis 
Secretary-Treasurer - Roger Levi 
Booking Secretary - Jim Schmitt 
Interpreter - John Artimez 
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Executive Committee 
Jerry Adkins 

RamseyRahi 
Mark Kerwood 



CongRatulations 
on your induction to the 

OVAC HALL OF FAME 
The Whartons 

Dick. Betty, Chris, Usa, BIO, Ann, Chuck. 
Jake, Zeke, Luke, Katie, Ben. Cole & Nate 

TOTAL SPO'.R.TS 

'I: x=~ 
CONNECTION 

The East Liverpool High School 
Alumni Association 

~~ -~~l 
,-._'c.~ ~ ,_· 

congratulates 1~- s J 

Ken Cunningham, Class of 1961 
Mark Emmerling, Class of 1989 

We are proud of you! 
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Congratulations 
.,, to •.- ~, 

')i. ~.ll'l ')i. 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 

Tom Rataiczak 'Hoot' Gibson 

Mark Emmerling 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling 

in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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The Buckeye Local 
Athletic Department 

Don Zinni 

congratulates 
OVAC 

Hall of Fame 
inductees 

BUCKEYE LOCAL 

Congratulations 

Nick Aloi. 

from your family 
~~----- Nino and Emily Lancia 
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Congratulations OVAC Hall of Farner 

Tom Rataiczak 

You have always been a man 
of great vision and leadership. 

No one deserves this award more than you! 
We are so proud of you! 

Much love, 
Sheri, Mac, Terry & Sibyl 
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Rhonda 
Noble 

The St. Clairsville 
High School 

Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Rich 'Hoot' 
Gibson 

on their induction 

Bethany 
Piccolini 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2013 
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The East Liverpool 
High School 

Athletic Hall of Fame 
proudly salutes 

Legend 

Inductee 
Nick Aloi 

Boys' Basketball Coach 
23 years - 381 wins 

Most wins in ELHS history 

Ken Cunningham 
Class A Basketball 

Inductee 
Mark Emmerling 

4-time OVAC wrestling champion 
Most wins in ELHS history Ohio Player of the Year 1961 

Offficers 
Rick Dieringer - Chairman 

Bob Bosco - Chairman-Elect 
Steve Mabbott - Vice-Chairman 
Dick Wolf - Secretary/Treasurer 
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Congratulations 

Rhonda Noble 

We Are Proud Of You! 
/ 

Love, 
Mom, Keith, Char, Amy, John, 

Mandy, & Steve 
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Steubenville 
Big Red Boosters 

congratulate and salute 

Sylvia Crawley 
on her induction 

into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2013 
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The 
Ohio Valley 

Athletic Conference 
Executive Board 

Salutes 
OVAC Executive Secretary /Treasurer 

Thomas E. Rataiczak 

on his well-deserved induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Thanks for your tireless work on behalf of the student-athletes of the Ohio Valley 
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OUAC Hall DI Fame 
We kno, 'f" wul,/. mdC it! 

YOU HA VE BEEN GOOD 
FOR ATHLETICS 

AND ATHLETICS HAS 
BEEN GOOD TO YOU 

(~~ L.oue (fJ«lt ,rw,vrK~ 

Dad, Duane & Mom, Dorothy ., 

Beth, Tom, Leslie & Logan Powell 

Cory & Zac Beaver 
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Coach Mike Young 
and the CCHS football staff 

salute and congratulate 

Coach ''JT'' Thomas 

on his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Maroon Knights 
State football champions 

1979-2000-2002-2004-2005-2006-2007-2010-2011 
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The 
Ohio Valley Board 

of Football Officials 

congratulates 

Don Zinni 

on his well-deserved induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Officers 
Larry Rine, President 

Joe Koler, Vice-President 
Milce Clyde, Secretary 
Jerry Ames, Treasurer 

Jeff Loeffler, Past President 
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Executive Committee 
Bruce Myers 
Matt Youn~ 

Doug Costain 



A big Thank-You 
to Tom Rataiczak 

OVAC Executive Secretary/Treasurer 
Beallsville 
Bishop Donahue 
Conotton Valley 
East Richland Christian 
Hundred 
Paden City 
St. John Central 
Trinity Christian 
Valley 
Weirton Madonna 
Caldwell 
Cameron 
Clay-Battelle 
Frontier 
Linsly 
River 
Shadyside 
Steubenville Catholic Central 
Toronto 
Wellsville 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Barnesville 
Bellaire 
Bridgeport 
Buckeye Trail 

Tom Rataiczak 

Fort Frye 
Magnolia 

Martins Ferry 
Monroe Central 

Shenandoah 
Tyler Consolidated 

Buckeye Local 
East Liverpool 

Edison 
Harrison Central 

Meadowbrook 
Oak Glen 

St. Clairsville 
Steubenville 
Union Local 

Weir 
Beaver Local 

Brooke 
Cambridge 

Indian Creek 
John Marshall 

Morgantown 
Parkersburg South 

Wheeling Park 
University 

You truly are the hub of the nation's 
best high school conference! 

Paid for by the Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches Association 
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FREGIA TO, MYSER & DA VIES 
FRANK A. FREGIATO, ESQ. 
RICHARD A. MYSER, ESQ. 
ALBERT E. DA VIES, ESQ. 
* Auto Accidents 
*Defective Products 
*Wrongful Death 
*Workers· Compensation 
*Labor Law 
*Employment Law 

Of Counsel: 
GERALD P. DUFF, ESQ. 

*Real Estate 
*Criminal Defense/DUI 
*Divorce/Family Law 
*Corporate/Commercial Law 
*Wills/Probate/Trusts 
*General/Civil Trial Practice 

740-635-0162 
320 Howard Street 

Bridgeport, Ohio 43912 
www.belmontlaw.net 

JEFFERSONIAN 

congratulates 

The OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2013 

especlallv local Inductees 

Larr,Marmie 
(Barnesville High Schoon 

Jed Stephen 
(Shenandoah High Schoon 

and 'Legend' 
John 'Zip' Behen 

(Cambridge High Schoon 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

10 Years! 

179 Inductees! 

45 Legends! 

Saluting the best of the best 
high school conference 

in the nation 
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TheOVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates 

Judge Frank Fregiato 
as the Denny Magruder 
Distinguished Service Award 
recipient for 2013 

Judge Fregia.to has served as the OVAC's 
legal council since 1977 

Past winners of the award: 
Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011) 

and Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling (2012) 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Committe is seeking 

nominations for future consideration 
for induction into the OVAC Hall ofFame 

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 
OVAC 'Contributor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested. 

The 11th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 16, 2014 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W Va. 
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I) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 20131) 
Thomas E. Rataiczak 

Thomas E.Rataiczak (Bellaire High School, Clrrss of 1964), Succeeding the late Sam Mumley and his friend-to-all, 
get-it-done attitude ns the 9':1iding force of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference would not be an easy task, but it's one 
that Rataicznk has done with tremendous vision nnd class ... and then some. 

"Rat" has been the de facto head of the OVAC as Executive Secretary since 1999, and under his leadership, the bi­
state conference hns grown to an all-time high of 50 member schools from Ohio and West Virginia. 

During Rntaicznk's watch, the Conference has grown by leaps and bounds in a variety of areas. Among them have 
been the formation of the OVAC Hall of Fame and the OVAC Sports Museum (both located in WesBanco Arena in 
Wheeling); instituting boys' nnd girls' basketball tournaments and expanding many of the other events, most notably 
the revised format of the track championships; creating an All-Conference Academic Team in conjunction with Ohio 
University Eastern; the creation of nn official OVAC website; standardizing all championship awards; developing a 
meet director's handbook; computerizing all financial 11ecounts; providing countless S{X)rtsWorld speak.en; to the area 
for more than 600 school assemblies, raising more than $250,000 to bring them in ot no cost to the Conference; and 
placing the Conference on solid financial ground through a partnership with Scholastic Sports Marketing, 

Tom Rataiczak A retired BeUaire High School teacher, he served os a "'Founding Father' and Director of the BHS Sports Foundation 
and has been chairman of the Bellaire Wall of Fame/Hall of Fame Committee for more than 20 years, Rataiczak has 
been the Big Reds' basketball scorekeeper for 43 years, working at more than 1,700 consecutive varsity and junior 
varsity games, In fact, the OVAC's Scorekeeperffimer Award presented annually at the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic is named in his honor, 

He bas also served more than 30 years as the BHS record-keeper, publishing extensive media guides for both foothaU and basketball. 
The recipient of the Bellaire Alumni Association's Outstanding Alumnus Award in 1992, he graduated from West Liberty Stnte College and obtained 

a master's degree from West Vrrginia University, He received the Robert S. McKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2010 
and his most recent undertaking was being elected to the Bellaire Board ofEducation,in 2012. 

TimMcCov 
• 

Tim McCoy (Jefferson Union High School, Class of 1978). For a quarter of a century, McCoy has taken the lead 
role in expanding broadcast and internet coverage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specificaUy those of the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference. 

Those efforts have helped give thousands of area high school athletes tremendous exposure, with countless thou­
sands of viewers able to watch the valley's best perform in the athletic realm. 

Among the many highlights has been live TV coverage of various all-star contests, most notably the Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic from Wheeling Island Stadium and the Ron Mauck OVAC 
Wrestling Championships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. At one time, WTOV-TV9 also aired the Samuel A. 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. 

Other events include the football "'Game of the Week" broadcasts (replays of area games following the compre­
hensive "'Sports Friday .. shows) ; in-depth pre-season football team previews and the "Big 22" awards banquet in 
December. WfOV-TV9 also has an extensive internet football supen;ite available. 

McCoy became Vice-President and General Manager ofWTOV-TV9 in 1994. Prior to that, he served ru; the sta­
tion's Operations Manager for six years 

Tim McCoy He began his career in television as a Production Technician at WNEO-TV in Kent from 1979-82, He first joined 
WTOV as a Promotion Producer from 1982-85 and then spent two years at NBC affiliate WLEX-TV in Lexington, 

Kentucky ns Promotions nnd Creative Services Director where he received two ADDY awards. 
He has served on various boards in the OWo Valley, inc1uding as president and campaign chairman of the United Way of Jefferson County, 

the St. John Arena, the Steubenville Rotary and the Steubenville City of Murals, He is also a member of The Friends of Wheeling, the Eastern 
Ohio Valley Tech Prep Consortium, Jefferson County Chn.mber of Commerce, the Wheeling Area Chamber of Commerce, Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, Historic Fort Steuben and the Jefferson County WIND Team. He was named 1995 City of Murals "Volunteer of the Year"; the 
Community Leadership Award from the Franciscan University of Steubenville; a Community Awa.rd from the Steubenville branch of the NAACP; 
and the One in a Million Award from the Steubenville Million Man March Committee.awards. 

He was the 1997 Robert S, McKelvey Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

Richard (Hoot) Gibson 
Richard (Hoot) Gibson (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1970). He began his career in the local media in 1981 

and has spent 32 yeHI'S on the staff at 1be Tunes Lender, serving as a S{X)rts writer and for a brief time as Sports Editor 
nnd also ns Area News Editor. 

Gibson has written countless columns covering high school, college and professional sports and instituted the All­
Ttmes Leader teams in all high school sports. 

He has covered OVAC contests in nearly every sport and at most conference schools over the years, including 
OVAC All-Star games in every sport, 

Gibson has been seen at countless sporting events not only locally, but 1IIOund the country. He's covered several 
NCAA men's basketball "Final Four" games, many World Series and MLB AU-Star Games, 10 Super Bowls and 18 
college football bowl games. He's also authored countless stories on the Ohio State Buckeyes and the West Virginia 
Mountaineers and served one yenr ns the beat writer for the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

He received the OHSAA Media Service Award for the Eastern District in 2000 and has won several Ohio Prep 
Sports Writen; Association uwnrds over the years. 

Gibson was also a freelance writer for several years for Basketball Weekly magazine based out of Detroit, Michigan. 
Gibson, who attended Harding University in Arkansas, also spent several years as a local baseball, basketball and Rich 'Hoot' Gibson 

volleyball official and served as manager of the Fairpoint-Neffs ballclub of the Ohio Valley Baseball League, 
He served three years in the United States Navy (1976-78), working in communications for Command 6th Fleet Europe while stntioned in Italy and 

touring both Europe and northern Africa. 
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&) OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2013 &) 
Nick Aloi 

Nick Aloi (Midland (Pa.) High School, Class of 1962). His coaching career began with a three-year stint at his 
alma mater, Midland (Pa.) Lincoln High, where he led the team ton state runner-up finish in 1986. He was named 
Class A "Coach of the Yenr" in western Pennsylvania in 1985. 

Aloi's coaching stay Bl East Liverpool began in 1986 and spanned 20 years, longer than any basketball coach in 
school history. He compiled a career record of 326-121, an impressive winning percentage of 73%. 

His Potter--coacbed teams won four Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1991, '94, '95 and '99); nine 
sectional titles; six district crowns and one regional championship with an OHSAA State "Final Four" Appearance in 
1999. The '99 terun finished with a 23-2 record, falling to Shaker Heights (71-63) in the Division I state semifinals. 

He was selected Ohio Division I "Coach of the Year'' in 1996 by the Ohio High School Basketball Association 
and 1999 by The Associated Press; was the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association "Coach of the Year" 11 times, 
Eastern District "'Coach of the Year" seven times and received similur honors in Columbiana County numerous times. 

He was previously inducted into the East Liverpool High School Athletic Hall of Fame, lbe Beaver County Sports Hall 
of Fame, the Midland High School Sports Hall of Fame and the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Hall ofFame. 

Among Aloi's attributes were consistency, continuity and commitment, evident in the fact that he never missed an 
open gym, practice, scrimmage or game during his playing or coaching careers. He also started the ~pular "Potter 
Holiday Classic," a tournament known for quality competition, and conducted the "Little Potters Clinic" yearly for 
the district's elementary and middle school students free of charge. 

Nick Aloi 

As an athlete, Aloi was the leading scorer, MVP and team captain of Midland's 1962 undefeated basketball team, earning All-WPIAL and All­
State recognition. He then went to Bowling Green State University where he was a three-year starter and team co-captain, averaging 15 points per 
game. Aloi earned his bachelor's degree from Bowling Green and later obtained his master's degree from Duquesne University. He was drafted by 
lbe St. Louis Hawks of the NBA. 

.Tim Thomas 
Jim Thomru (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1963). 
The highly-regarded '"'IT" is the fourth-winningest coach in Ohio Valley history behind Reno Saccoccia, Jay 

Cinoosta and lbe fellow Hall of Farner George Strager with a 35-year record of 235-134-2. He wound up only 35 
wins off of the all-time West Vrrginia state record for football coaching victories (267). 

His first head coaching stint came at old YorkvilJe High where he spent three years (1968-70), guiding the 
Ductillites to an unbeaten season in 1970. 

He then assumed the head coaching position os Wheeling Central (1971-80), and moved on to Wheeling Park for 
six seasons (1981-86). From there, it wns back to his alma mater for a second stint, this time guiding the Maroon 
Knights from 1987-2004. 

He coached teams to seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1974, 1976, 1978, 1979, 1990, 2000 
and 2004) and four West Virginia state title. The Maroon Knights were Oass AA state champs at the first "Super 
Six" event in Charleston in 1979 and they won the Class A crown in 2000, 2002 and 2004. The 2000 team set a 
school record for wins (13-1). 

He also coached the West Virginia squad four times in the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic. 
Jim Thomas Thomas was voted lbe West Virginia All-Sport "Coach of the Year" for 2004-05 and the OVAC All-Sport "Coach 

of the Year" in both 1980 llfld 2003. He was also The Intelligencer's "Coach of the Year" in 1979 and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan "Man of the Year" in 2001. 

He earned his bachelor's degree from West Liberty State College and a master's degree from West Virginia University. 
Thomas passed away in 2005 at the age of 60 . 

. Tohn Howell 
John Howell (Lancaster Fairfield Union High School, Class of 1967). When it comes to high school basketball 

officials, Howell is among the most recognized individuals throughout lbe Ohio Valley. After all, during a 38-year 
officiating career, he worked in practically every gymnasium out there. 

Howell became a member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials in 1972. He served as 
secretary of the board for 14 years; as a training class instructor for 14 years; as rules interpreter for 16 yearn and 
assigned junior varsity officials for 14 years. 

He served as the OVAC's Assistant Basketball Commissioner from 1983-94 and became the Basketball 
Commissioner in 1995, a role he still has today. 

Howell worked his first varsity basketball game in 1974 (Paden City vs. St. Marys) and his final appearance on 
the hardwood came March 11, 2009 in a West Virginia Class AA Regional game at Phillip Barbour High School. 

Howell worked a total of27 state tournaments: 14 Ohio boys (1987, '88, '90, '92, '94, '95, '96, '98, '99, 2000, 
'02, '04, '06,' 08); 5 Ohio girls (90, 91, 93, 01, 03); 6 West Vrrginia boys (88, 91, 94, 97, 99, 03); and 2 West 
Virginia girls (83, 89). He also worked a total of 75 regional toi.Jrnament games over the years. 

In 1993, Howell worked a W. Va. boys' state semifinal game in Charleston with Mike Coyne in morning and 
then and Ohio girls' semifinal game in Columbus with Roger Levi later same dny. He officiated the first three- John Howell 
man championship boys' game in Ohio in 1996 and the first 3-man championship boys' game in W. Va. in 1997. 

Howell received a host of awards over the yearn, including NFIOA (National Federation of Interscholastic Officials Association) Official of the 
Year in West Vtrginia in 1992 and in Ohio in 1997; Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in 1991. Ohio District 12 Official of the Year in 1992; West 
Virginia Official oflbe Year in 1994 and was lbe 2013 recipient of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials' Award. He was inducted into the OHSAA 
Officials Hall of Fame in 2003. 

In addition to basketball, Howell has worked n.s a track official since 1972, serving in various capacities over the years at OVAC meets as well n.s 
at the Bellaire Relays and Shadyside Relays, and he has handled the position of clerk Bl those meets for the last 15 years. 

While not an on-field official in football, Howell served as the OVAC's Assistant Football Commissioner under Hall ofFaroer Evan Reese from 1983-94. 
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Don Zinni (Yorkville High School, Class of 1954). He began his officiating career in 1970 as a member of the 
Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, remaining active until 1991. 

He officiated at the district, regional and state level in the WVSSAC playoffs from 1975-90, working the 1977 
Class AAA State Championship Onme.; and he worked games at the regional and state semifinal level in the 
OHSAA during that same time span. 

Zinni officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic four times (three as referee and one 
as back judge) and worked the OHSFCA North-South All-Star Classic in Massillon in 1982. 

A member of the OHSAA Football Advisory Committee for four years and a Past President and Rules Interpreter 
of the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, Zinni became OVAC Football Commissioner in 1995 and held that 
position until retiring in 2012 as the longest-tenured individual to serve in that capacity .. 

Don Zinni 

While serving as OVAC Football Commissioner, the affable Zinni expanded officiating crews from four men to 
five; expanded the officiating base to include several arens on both sides of the river including Wheeling, Weirton­
SteubenviUe, Mason-Dixon, Parkersburg-Marietta, Columbianu County, Cambridge-Zanesville o.nd Columbus; 
established rating of crews by coaches during the season o.nd by the Commissioner after the sellSon; served as a 
clearinghouse for schools seeking opponents for schedule openings; o.nd assigned officials to the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic by pasition rating. 

Zinni also spent several years in the coachmg ranks. He first served as junior high o.nd freshman basketball coach from 1958-65; was an assistant 
football coach at Yorkville High from 1959-65; was the head coach nt Yorkville from 1965-70; and then was the high school principal from 1970-72. 

He is nlso a member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. 
As a high school athlete, Zinni was a four-year lettermo.n in baseball, a two-year letterman in football and a one-year lcttennan in basketball at 

Yorkville. 

Harry (Moo) Moore 
Harry (Moo) Moore (Moundsville High School, Class of 1948). The 6-foot-2 forward set school 

career scoring records which lasted 18 years until broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Farner Bob 
Hummell. He scored 1,700 career points in four seasons and be also set the all-time Trojan single-game 
record of 54 points, including 25 goals, in a 101-17 rout of Cameron. 

He earned first team, one-class All-State as a senior and was twice a first team All-OVAC largest Class 
AA honoree. He also was the first stnte High School Player of the Year honoree in selections made from 
1948-60 by the Tri-State Independent Tournament held in Sistersville. 

Moore led the Trojans to records of 15-2 in 1948 and 19-3 in 1946 when the team advanced to the 
W.Va. region finals. 

He earned n scholarship to West Virginin University where he played on three varsity teams with a 
combined 60-20 record, including a Southern Conference regular season and tournament championship. 

Harry M_o_o_,re,_ _ _, Moore's 84 percent career free throw percentage ranks No. 2 all-time at WVU. He averaged 12.8 points 
a game as a senior and was selected honorable mention All-America. 

He also was chosen in the sixth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Nationals. He served in 
the Army infantry from 1953-55 and was selected to play in the 1954 armed forces Pan-American Games in Mexico and International 
Games in Germany. In 2007, he was inducted into the West Vrrginia University Sports Hall of Fnme. 

Moore, who retired in 1995 from the oil industry, resides in Moundsville. 

Ron (Cy) Godfrey 
Ron (Cy) Godfrey (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1956). The 6-foot-5 stringbean set school 

scoring records which remain on the books for more than 50 years. He shattered Purple Rider career, 
season and single game marks set in 1944 by legendary OVAC Hall of Farner Alex Graza. His records 
include current standards of 1,300 career points, a 32.4 point per gnme norm as a senior, and twice scor­
ing 5 I points in a gnme against Wheeling and Benwood Union. The single-game mark has been tied, 
the others unbroken. He earned All-Ohio and All-OVAC honors in 1956 at the Purple Riders went 18-6 
with sectional and district titles before bowing to Canton McKinley, 57-54, in regional play. 

He earned a scholarship to the University of Miami, where he scored 1,384 career points as the 
Hurricanes went 61-18 in his three varsity seasons. The 1960 NCAA Tournament team went 23-4 and 
the I 961 NIT Tournament squad ended 20-7 as Godfrey earned honorable mention All-America. 

He later served as head coach for four seasons of the Hurricanes before resigning in I 97 I. His prize 
protege was future Basketball Hall of Farner Rick Barry. Godfrey has been inducted into the University 
of Miami Sports Hall of Fame and the Atlantic Coast Conference Legends Class of 2012 although he 
never played an ACC game. Miami is currently a member of the ACC. 

Godfrey resides in Coral Springs, Fla. 
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Welcome .......................................... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

lnvocation ............................... Pastor Dave Mills, Clarksburg United Methodist Church 
Mount Zion United Methodist Church 

Dinner ............................................................................................................................ . 

lntroductions ................................... Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies .............. John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC .......................................... John 'Zip' Behen, Ken Cunningham, 
Russell 'Tuss' Edwards, Bob Hugh, Joel Jones 

Distinguished Service Award ................................................................ Frank Fregiato 

2013 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Thomas E. Rataiczak ...................................................................................................... . 

OVAC 'Contributor' 
Tim McCoy ...................................................................................................................... . 

Media 
Richard 'Hoot' Gibson .................................................................................................... . 

Coaches 
Nick Aloi. ......................................................................................................................... . 

Jim Thomas .................................................................................................................... . 

Officials 
John Howell ..................................................................................................................... . 
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Induction Ceremony 
Wes Banco Arena, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Don Zinni ........................................................................................................................ . 

Athletes 
Harry 'Moo' Moore .......................................................................................................... . 

Ron 'Cy' Godfrey ............................................................................................................ . 

Ken Vargo ........................................................................................................................ . 

Jim Brown ....................................................................................................................... . 

Larry Marmie ................................................................................................................... . 

Rhonda Noble ................................................................................................................. . 

Peri Powell. ..................................................................................................................... . 

Mark Emmerling .............................................................................................................. . 

Blaine Rose ..................................................................................................................... . 

Sylvia Crawley .................................................................................................................. . 

Ben Taylor ....................................................................................................................... . 

Bethany Piccolini .............................................................................................................. . 

Jedidiah Stephen ............................................................................................................. . 

Benediction .............................. Pastor Dave Mills, Clarksburg United Methodist Church 
Mount Zion United Methodist Church 
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Ken Vargo 

Ken Vargo (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1952). A three-sport, four-year Purple Rider athlete 
who was team captain in football and basketball as a senior and a track team member. A 6-foot, 184-
pound center-linebacker in football, he earned first team Associated Press All-Ohio defense as a senior 
and was selected captain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley "Big School" honor rolls. The 1951 All-Valley 
selections were the first ones selecting Big and Small School teams. Vargo, a 48-minute player, also was 
a two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection at center. 

He earned a scholarship to Ohio State University where he became a three-year regular at center and 
Buckeye co-captain as a senior when he earned first team All-Big Ten Conference with two teammates 
in the College Football Hall of Fame - Heisman Trophy winner Howard (Hopalong) Cassaday and 
Outland Trophy winner Jim Parker. Vargo played in the 1956 Hula Bowl. 

As a junior, he was a regular on a 10-0 record team which won the Rose Bowl, 20-7, over USC and L--~"' 

was named the AP National Champions. Ken Vargo 
Vargo was drafted in the ninth round by the Chicago Bears of the National Football League, but opted 

to play in Canada with the Ottawa Rough Riders where he was Canadian Football League All-Star linebacker in his 1956 rookie 
season. 

After his playing career, he remained in Canada and resides in Ottawa . 

. Tim Brown 
Jim Brown (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1961). A two-sport Purple Rider standout, he is the 

first OVAC athlete honored primarily for golf. In the OVAC all-class tournament, he improved each 
year to place fourth, third, second and first his four years. He also won three OVAC Ohio-side titles. 
He won three Ohio district crowns after placing second as a freshman. In the Ohio state tournament, he 
improved each season - 11th, 8th, 6th and 4th as a senior. His career match record was 43-4, including 
13-1 as a seniorafter marks of 9-2, 11-0 and 10-1. He was medalist in 39 of 47 career matches. 

In basketball, the 5-foot-11 guard was a two-time All-OVAC Class AAA choice, twice All-Eastern 
Ohio (co-captain as senior) and All-Ohio second and third team in two wire service selections. He was 
co-captain in the Ohio Norrth-South All-Star Game. 

He earned a scholarship to play golf and basketball at Ohio State and became OSU's No.I golfer, and 
senior team captain, and a three-year varsity basketball letterman. 

Jim Brown After six years coaching at Rollins College in Florida and Kent State, he returned in 1973 to become 
Ohio State's ninth golf coach. He remained for 36 seasons as the longest tenured coach in any sport at 

OSU. His teams won 17 Big Ten titles and the 1979 NCAA championship among 11 NCAA Top 10 finishes and 31 appearances. 
A three-time Big Ten Coach of the Year, he won national honors in 1979 and 1986. He has been inducted into the Golf Coaches of 
America Hall of Fame and the Ohio State Athletics Hall of Fame. Brown splits retirement time between Columbus and Florida. 

La,rry Marmie 
Larry Mannie (Barnesville High School, Class of 1960).An All-Ohio quarterback for the Shamrocks, 

he also earned All-OVAC honors in football and All-Eastern Ohio honors in basketball and football as 
a senior. He also was selected All-Valley "Small School" first team quarterback. 

Playing for coach Bob (Smokey) Wion on a 7-2 record team as a senior in 1959, Mannie was selected 
to the UPI All-Ohio Oass AA team and played in the 1960 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star game. The 1959 
Shamrocks averaged 30.4 points a game with Marmie rushing for 626 yards and passing for 566 yards 
in a balanced attack. 

In I 960, he walked on at Ohio State University and was a memberof the freshman team before trans­
ferring for his final three years at Eastern Kentucky University. A four-year starter at quarterback, he 
was team captain and MVP as n senior and set seven school records. 

After five college assi.stan.t coaching jobs, he joined Arizona State as defensive coordinator in 1985 
and became head coach for four years from 1988-91. After stops at Tennessee and UCLA, he joined the 
professional coaching ranks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Cardinals. He then joined the St. Louis 
Rams (2004-05) and Seattle Seahawks (2006-09). Last season was his 47th year in coaching. 

He currently resides in California. 
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Rhonda Noble 

Rhonda Noble (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1979). She was one of the first three-sport female athletes 
in Ohio Valley annals. She was also one of the best. 

Noble not only starred in volleyball, basketball and softball for the Lady Red Devils, but she was also just as 
impressive in the realm of academics. Noble's many talents helped elevate the Lady Red Devils to team success. 

As a senior. she led St. C.'s volleyball team to the regional tournament. It was a milestone achievement as it 
marked the first time an Eastern Ohio team ever advanced to the Sweet 16. The Lady Red Devils were ulso crowned 
OVAC champions that season. Noble was voted the team's most valuable player that campaign, an honor she also 
landed as a sophomore. A5 dominating as she was in volleyball, Noble may have been even more-so in basketball. 
In lending St. C. to the OVAC championship her senior campaign, Noble landed every conceivable honor. She was 
voted, all-OVAC, all-District, all-Valley and all-Ohio. She was named the team's MVP and was chosen to play in 
the OVAC All-Star Game. In softball, she was a three-year letterwinner and was again named MVP as a senior. 

Her St. C. career featured JO athletic letters and being voted the school's female athlete of the year for 1978-79. 
She was also a member of the St. Clairsville National Honor Society. She was inducted into the St. Clairsville High Rhonda Noble 
School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008. 

After receiving her St. C. diploma, Noble went from one hilltop to another. She chose West Liberty State College 
to continue her athletic and academic pursuit and she was a rare three-sport performer in college. She was an impact performer early on for the Lady 
Hilltoppers' volleyball program. She was named all-WVIAC as a sophomore.junior and senior. She helped lead WLSC to the conference crown in 
1981. AH-conference honors and Noble became synonymous. She earned all-WVIAC plaudits in basketball as a senior and as a junior and senior 
in softball. She was inducted into the West Liberty University Hall of Fame in 2000. 

She returned as West Liberty's head volleyball coach from 1986-1995. During that tenure, she was twice (1987 & 1981) voted WVIAC Volleyball 
Coach of the Year. Noble is the chairperson of West Liberty's Department of Health & Human performance in the College of Education. 

Peri Powell 
Peri Powell (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). She distinguished berself as a supeib college softball player. 

Unfortunately for Powell, her high school did not field a prep softball team. 
That didn't stop her, however, from being an exceptional athlete for the Purple Riders, lettering in three sports. 
Powell still rates as one of the finest basketball players, male or female, in Martins Feny history, 
She poured in 1,404 points in her prep career. In the process, the dynamite guard was accorded all-Ohio honors as 

a junior and senior. She was also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was captain of the All-Valley 
team that same year. 

Powell displayed her versatility by lettering four years in volleyball for the Ferrians while also lettering three years 
in track and field. 

Softball came to the forefront at the next level, as Powell earned a full scholarship to the College of Steubenville. As 
fate would have it, the college did away with the program after two years. 

Powell remained undaunted, however. She simply took her vast softball skills to West Liberty State College. It was 
a move that paid quick, albeit, short dividends. 

Powell earned first-team all WVIAC nccolades in softball for the Lady Hilltoppers. She opted, however, to leave 
Peri Powell West Liberty. 

It was not the end of her collegiute exploits, as she decided to ply her trade at Wheeling College (now Jesuit 
University). She scripted a brilliant two-year career with the Lady Cardinals. 

She gained all-WVIAC honors both seasons and was named conference player of the year as a senior. Sbe batted .437 that year. Powell played in the 
NAIA national tournament in San Antonio, Texas. 

Powell was voted NAIAAll-American, the first Lady Cardinal athlete to ever gnin that distinction. Wheeling College retired her softball jersey in 1987. 
After her playing days, Powell distinguished herself in the coaching ranks. She served as Wheeling College hem! softball coach for two years, being 

named the WVIAC Coach of the Year, only to have the college discontinue the progrtUO. Powell currently serves as assistant softball coach at Martins Ferry. 

Mark Emmerling 
Mark Emmerling (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1989). Wrestling and Emmerling are synonymous. 
He is the unquestioned greatest grappler the Columbiana County-based school has ever produced. Moreover. he 

is one of the most successful in Ohio Valley Athletic Conference annals. 
Emmerling reached rarified air in January of 1989. That is when the talented and gritty Potter became only the 

second wrestler to win four OVAC mat championships, the other being legendary Hall of Farner Bobby Douglas. 
Emmerling established an East Liverpool school record, chalking up 135 career wrestling victories. He also 

owns Potter school records for most high school tournament places (24), most pins (100) and most dual-match 
victories (92). 

His fourth OVAC Tournament title also brought him the coveted David Bierkortte Award. emblematic as the 
tourney's MVP. 

Emmerling captured three sectional championships, three district crowns and a regional crown. His state tourna­
ment hopes were dashed by injuries as a junior and senior. 

His mat success was widely embraced by the East Liverpool community. He received the Lou Venditti Award 
as the school outstanding wrestler while also being honored by the city's mayor with "Mark Emmerling Day" on 
Feb. 6, 1989. Mark Emmerling 

His prep prowess led him to West Virginia University where he earned two mat letters for the Moun~eers. 
He also perfonned well in cross country, earning four letters for the Potters, and excelled in the cJassroom, being inducted in the school's National 

Honor Society. 
Emmerling, who previously served as Beaver Local's head wrestling coach, is currently a teacher and assistant mat coach with the Beavers. 
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Blaine Rose 

Blain• Rose (Stanton High School, Class of 1984). ln its heyday, Stanton boasted some of the premier athletes 
in the Ohlo Valley, but none were better than Rose. He was a three-sport standout, who possessed decathlete-like 
talents in track while also skil1ed enough to earn a Division I football schola.n;hip. 

Rose could virtually do it all, whether on the gridiron, basketball court or in the track arena. When the dust settled 
on his success-laden prep career, Rose opted to continue his athletic and academic career at the University of 
Maryland, where be enjoyed a superb football career. 

The 6 ft. 5, 210-pounder was Stanton's only three-sports all-Valley first-team selection. He was also selected by 
The Intelligencer as the 1983-84 Ohio Valley All-Sports athlete of the year. 

Rose was a three-year starter in football, starring as a tight end and defensive end. He was selected as captain of 
the all-Valley Small School team as a senior, a season in which he coJlected more than 100 tack1es and caught 23 
passes for four touchdowns in n ground-oriented offense. 

Rose used his great size and athleticism to sparkle in basketbaJI, finishing his career with 1,052 points. He was 
accorded first-team all-OVAC aod all-valley plaudits while being named third-team all-Ohio. He averaged 18.1. 
points and 149 rebounds that campaign as Stanton finished with a sparlding 17-4 mark. Blaine Rose 

Rose earned the rare distinction of being a three-year all-Valley track selection. He excelled as a discus thrower, 
pole vaulter, high jumper while lending his speed to Red Raiders' relay teruns. He was a 13-foot pole vaulter which was remarkable for his size 
while also tossing the discus 145 feet, winning multiple OVAC titles in those events. 

After picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculated to Maryland, lettering four years for the Terrapins. He was the backup tight end his first two 
years before landing the starting spot as a junior. By the time be was a senior, Rose had blossomed into a 6 ft. 5, 260-pounder which resulted him moving 
to a starting guard slol The move paid dividends as it earned him entry into the NfL. He was on the New Eng]and Patriots' taxi squad in 1990 and the 
Miami Dolphins' taxi squad in 1991. Rose's pro football days ended in 1992 when he played for the Orlando Thunder of the World Football League. 

Svlvia Crawlev ...- .... 
Sylvia Crawley (Steubenville High School, Class of 1990). Utilizing her 6 ft. 4 frame, there wasn't much this Big 

Red product couldn't do on a basketball floor. 
Playing primarily at center, Crawley developed into one of the best post players Steubenville nnd the Ohio Valley 

has ever seen. A three-year letterwinner, Crawley enjoyed her finest campaign as a senior when she averaged 17 .9 
points a game Wid led the Ohio Valley with 19.4 rebounds and WI astounding 7 3 blocked shots. Crowley, who also 
lettered in track and field, ended her prep career with 978 points, 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots. 

For her efforts, Crawley was twice named to the all-OVAC Class AAA first team and she captained the Ohio-side 
all-Valley squad as a senior after earning second team honors as a junior. 

While scoring, rebounding and blocking shots at will, the recruiting picked up steam for Crawley, who received off era 
from North Carolina State, Indiana, Texas A&M, Minnesota and numerous others, but she settled on the University of 
North Carolina. For the Tar Heels, Crawley scored 1,158 points, grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shots, while 
starting 101 career games. Her crowning achievement, however, came as a senior when she was named team captain 

, and helped lend UNC to a 33-2 record and the NCAA National Championship. Crawley averaged 13.6 points and 5.2 
Sylvia Crawley rebounds per game that season. Crawley was named ACC Defensive Playerofthe Year three times. She was an alternate 

for tbe U.S. Olympic Team in 1996 and played on the national team for the 1999 U.S. Pan-Am Games and in the World 
Univeisity Games. North Carolina retired Crowley's number (00) and it's .JUS1 one of 11 jerseys to hang from the rafters in Carmichael Arena. 

Crowley's hoop career continued professionally. She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries. She played in the now defunct ABL for five years and 
theo aftet-playing in Europe, she played three seasons in tbe WNBA. During her time with the Portland Power in the ABL, Crawley won a slam dunk contest 
with a blind-folded dunk.After be playing career, Crawley got into coaching. She served as an assistant at UNC and Fordhnm before being hired as the head 
coach at Ohio University. Sbe beld that post for two seasons and then accepted the Boston College job, resigning in Man:h of 2012 citing health reasons. 

Ben Tavlor 
~ 

Ben Taylor (Bellaire High School, Class of 1997). There's tough and then there's the way this Big Reds' all­
Ohioan played throughout his career. 

It didn't matter what side of the ball, Taylor was heavily involved in the success of the Big Reds' football program 
in the mid 1990s. During Taylor's career, in which he earned three letters, the Big Reds compiled a 35-3 record. 

Tuto of those three losses came in the Ohio Division N State Championship Game. During those seasons, Taylor 
saw time at linebacker, safety Wid wide receiver for Coach John Magistm's squad. Taylor, who was a first team 
all-Ohioan and a "Mr. Football" finalists as a senior, finished his career with 348 tackles und 12 interceptions on 
defense. He was also a mainstay in the passing game, catching 130 passes for 1,679 yards and 12 touchdowns in 
his career. He was also an outstanding punter. He also owns the Bellaire single-season record for receptions in a 
season (70) and career. His career tackle number ranks third in Bellaire history and his 192 tackles in a season 
ranks second. His receiving yardage is fourth. Taylor was chosen for the Ohio North-South AU-Star Game and was 
chosen as a team captain. He also took part in the OVAC All-Star Game and captained that squad. 

He landed a scholarship at Vrrginia Tech and shined for four years. The Hokies were 39-9 during Taylor's cureer Ben Taylor 
in Blacksburg. En route to being named a semifinalist for the Butkus Award, which goes to the nation's premier 
collegiate linebacker, Taylor recorded 318 tackles and seven career sacks. He was twice named all-American and all-Big East. After finishing the 
regular season undefeated in 1999, Taylor and the Hokies (who had Michael Vick at quarterback) played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National 
Championship against Florida State. The Hokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game after the 2001 season. He was then 
drafted in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round. He spent four seasons at linebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green 
Bay Packers in 2006, but injuries ended his professional plnying career.All told, he recorded 218 career tackles in the NFL and had one interception. 

Along with Taylor's football abilities, be was a member of two OVAC Chnmpionship basketball teams coached by OVAC Hall of Farner Gene 
Arnmirnnte. The 1997 Big Reds' hoop squad won the district title. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career nnd then ran truck as a sprinter. 

Taylor was inducted to the Bellaire High School Hall of Fame in 2005. 
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Bethanv Piccolini 

L 

Bethany Piccolini (St. Clain;ville High School, Class of 2001). It didn't matter the sport, this Lady Red Devils' product 
shined. A mninstay in basketball and n state champion in track and field, it was in volleyball where Piccolini really left 
her marl< on the Lady Red Devils' nthletic program. 

Piccolini was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Red Devils, earning the team's Most Valuable Player honor both ns 
a junior Hnd senior. Leading the Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Piccolini was named first-team all-Ohio 
as n senior. On top of the honor, Piccolini wns named the District 12 Player of the Year and wns a first team all-OVAC 
selection. She also captained the inaugural all-Tunes Leader team as a senior. As a junior, Piccolini earned first-team 
District 12, all-OVAC first team and honorable mention all-Ohio. 

Her prowess in volleyball earned her a scholarship to Eastern Michigan University where she was a four-year letterwio­
ner. She ranks 13th in EMU career rankings in both kills and attempts and is eighth m block assists. Her hiltlng pen:entage 
of .778 ranks third and she once had 10 blocks inn match, which is tied for llth. 

In track, Piccolini utilized her jumping ability as n high and long jumper. She won the Division II state title in both 
events. She wns a long jump champion as a junior and finished second that season in the high jump. Piccolini's all-time 
best high jump of 5 ft. 9 is still the Division II, Region 7 reconl as well ns the best-ever in the Ohio Vnlley. As a senior, Bethany Piccolini 
Piccolini brought home the state gold in the high jump, clearing 5 ft. 7. Her marl< of 18 ft. 1/2 in., which ranks third 
all-time in the Ohio Valley, was good enough for third pince. She also qualified to the state meet in the 400 once and ran on sprint relays f<H' the Lady Red 
Devils that also qnalified for the state meet. Piccolini was also a five-time OVAC champion. 

She wns chosen to take part in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions, placing second in the long jump, fourth in the high jump and sixth in the 400. 
While nt EMU, Piccolini joined the Eagles' track team and finished fifth in the Mid-American Confereoce Outdooc Championship Meet in the high jump. 
On the basketball court. Piccolini scored more than l,(XXI points in her cnreer and earned first-team all-Ohio as n senior when she scored 18 points a game. 

She was first-team all-OVAC as a seni<H' and she was also chosen for the OVAC AU-Star Game, While earning foor letters, she was twice named team MVP. 
Piccolini graduated from Eastern Michigan in 2006 with n degree in Sports Medicine-Exercise Scieoce. She then earned a doctorate of Physical Therapy 

from Wheeling Jesuit University in 2008. 

.ledidiah Stephen 
Jedidiah Srephen (Shenandnah High School, Class of 2002). There isn't a sport yoo can ruune that this fonner 21,p 

didn't shine in during his high school career. While earning all-Ohio in football and baskctball, it was on the baseball 
diamond where Stephen experienced his greatest success. 

A four-year starter for the 21,ps, Stephen was one of the finest hitters the Ohio Vnlley has ever seen. He led the Zeps in 
hitting as n senior nt 541, which still staods ns the school's all-time best. For his cnreer, Stephen batted .475. He also had 
significant pop in his bnt as evideoced by the 12 home mos he hit ns a senior, which ranked second in Ohio that season. 

Stephen made an impact early in his baseball cnreer, leading the 21,ps in home mos (6) and average (.474) as a fresh­
man. He wns nurned to the all-Eastern Disbict team three times and earned first-team all-Ohio as a senior. Along with 
that, he wns named all-OVAC and all-PVC numerous times during his career. As a senior, he was named OVAC Class 
AAA Playerof the Year and was chosen for the Mizuno AU-Star Team. He was a foor-time recipient of the "Golden Bnt 
Awmrl." 

Stephen signed a baseball scholarship with The Ohio State University and made an instant impact. A four-year letter­
man, he started 195 games nt third base and shortstop and batted 286 for his career. He had 135 hits, 18 home mos, 95 

Jedidiah St h RBI, scored 83 mos and drew 40 walks. A multiple-time all-Academic Big Ten selection, he wns named second team 
ep en all-<:onference as a senior. He had a brief stint us a professional. He was drafted in the eighth round of the Major League 

Baseball Draft by the Baltimore Orioles. 
Before settling strictly on baseball, Stephen was n foor-year letterman in foothnll.An outstanding punter and defensive back, Stephen had a brilliant senior 

season nt quarterback, earning first-team all-Ohio, all-OVAC, all-PVC and an invitation to both the North-South and OVAC AU-Star Games. He finished 
his prep career with 4,110 yards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for 1,992 yards and 32 touchdnwns. On the defensive side, he picked off 19 passes. 

On the basketball court, Stephen helped guide the 21,ps to n 50-17 record during his career. He filled it up for 25 points n gurne as n senior and finished 
his career with 1,278 points. He scored 549 of those during his final campaign, including n single-gurne high of 55. Stephen was a first-team all-Ohioan as 
n senior and earned Ohio Division ill State Player of the Year honors to go along with Eastern District Player of the Year, all-OVAC and all-PVC. He was 
also the Eastern Disbict nominee for "Mr. Baskctball" and took part in both the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games. 

Football 
Volleyball 
Boys' Cross Country 
Girls' Cross Country 
Girls' Tennis 
Golf 
Boys' Soccer 
Girls' Soccer 
Boys' Basketball 
Girls' Basketball 

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

OVAC 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

49 

Boys' Swimming 
Girls' Swimming 
Cheerleading 
Wrestling 
Baseball 
Softball 
Boys'Track 
Girls' Track 
Boys' Tennis 



(\) LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2013 (\) 

John 'Zip' Behen (Cambridge High School, Class of 1918). The formerBobcnt was ooe of the first 1,000-point scorera in Ohio, und Ohio Valley, hoops 
history. He firusbed his four-year high school career with 1;271 points, which still ranks fifth on the all-time Bobcat scoring charts. 

In his senior season. Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points against Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bobcats' single-grune 
school record and was the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkville's Ken Alessi, a charter member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record with 70 
points in 1949 versUB Shadyside. 

Behen wound up with 454 points ns 11 senior while leading the Bobcats to a second straight 18-2 record. 
AB a junior, he scored 386 points. l-fu sophomore total for 11 10-10 record team was 302 points. He started his career ns a freshman with 129 points for a 16-2 

record squad. During his four-year career, the Bobcats posted a combined 62-16 record. 
Behen played one season at West Vrrginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 82 per game average. 
In 2007, Cambridge High School retired Behen'sjersey number 18. 

Ken CunninJ?ham (Eru;t Liverpool High School, Class of 1961 ). A three-sport Potter ntblete, be earned All-Ohio honors in basketball nnd football nod 
was the Ohio High School Basketball Player of the Year selection for 1960--61 by The Associated Press, the only Potter ever accorded the honor. He also wns 
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American temn. 

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Potters' o.11-time leading scorer in basketball, including a school-record 41 points in a game while scoring 439 
season points for a 24-point per game nvernge. He also led the Potters in scoring as a sophomore and junior. 

In football, be was a qwuterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and terun Most Vo.lunble Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Eruitem 
Ohio and All-County selections. He n1so played three baseball seasons for the Potters. 

He ucccpted a bas~lball scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinrutti and the Bearcats repeated ns titlist in 1962 when he was a 
freshman. As a sophomore on the va:n.ity, Cincinnnti went 26-i and finished ns NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago. 

Cunningham Jed the Bearcats in assists as a junior nod the three-year letterman was elected team captain as 11 senior. 
He Inter returned to Cincinnati as no ussistant coach nod was head coach at Akron University for three seasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently 

resides in Stow, Ohio. 

Russell 'Tuss' Edwards (Martins Ferry High School, Clnss of 1923). He was nn honOfed, record-setting Pwple Rider ntblete who served as team 
captain of football, basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All•Valley bnJfback as a senior after two years as an All•Valley end. In his senior season, he 
set record which was listed as an Ohio Valley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 81-0 blanking 
of Coshocton. 

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a "major college" football power under coach John Heismnn, for whom the Heisman Trophy is 
named. He played his final three years as a regular end for coaches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior, he was All·East and earned some second team All· 
America honors. 

After rejecting an offer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yeilow Jackets, he returned to the Ohio Valley to coach high school at Adena, Warwood and 
Llns]y. At Adena, his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls' basketball team was 18-0 and the boys' hoop team had II winning season. He coached OVAC Legends 
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, a Stanford University All·American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena His 1930 Linsly boys' basketball tewn took a 21--0 
record to Chicago to compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarterfinnJs. 

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Cit:izcn of the Year in 
1956. In 1984, be wns inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fume. 

Bob Hugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). The most honored ntblete in Scio High history, he set school nod Harrison County basketball scoring records 
which remain six decndcs later. He wns the second Eastern Ohio athlete to twice earn first team, five-player As.sociated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was 
one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Farner Ken Alessi ofYorlrnlle). He was the second-leading Ohio Oass B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored 
744 points in 30 games as a junior, secood best in Ohio to AJessL Hugh scored 1.386 points fa 55 games for an average of 25 points during his last two seasons. 

1be 6-foot·3 forward scored a school, und current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96·50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlief 96-36 
rout of New Athens. 

In his senior season, he led the Panthers to their best-ever season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games, and the Harrison County and sectional tournaments, before 
bowing to Strasburg in the districl In his four seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 26--4 and o regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3. 

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8--0 in 1947. The four.year record was 26-5•1. 
He played freshman basketball at Ohio University. 

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954). The first grndunte of a segregnted high school to be honored by the OVAC, he WllS n three-season 
football standout for the Raiders before competing in the Big Ten Conference as o member of n nationa1ly-rnnked Michigan State University team. 

At Dunbar, the 6-foot· 1, 215•pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Jim Wares from 1950-53 and served as cnptnin of the once-beaten 1953 teams which defeated 
the other Ohio Valley segregated school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team's leading scorer und ground-gainer bis lust two seasons 
and was a multiple-year nll•star. 

In an era when many college athletic teams were segregated. his talents were noticed by scouts from Penn State, Indiana and West Vrrginia State, then o national 
contender in the block college ranks. He enrolled on his own at Michigan St.ate and walked on to the football team. In his four seasons nt the school, the Spartans 
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Inn. l, 1956 with Jones at defensive end He lettered two seasons and played guard and 
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he earned some nJJ.st.o.r recognition. 

The Spartans were 9-l in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup. 
After colle e, he remained in Michi an, where he clllTI:ntl resides, as n hi h school educator and was a counselor at H School in Detroit 
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 
Wins/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport. 

Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 winss 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 

6. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 1 O years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 

1 TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

DanAbramowicz (Class of2012) 
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Gene Ammirante (Class of 2012) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy ( Class of 2007) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011) 
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Tom 'Bear' Bechtel (Class of 2012) 
Nick Bedway ( Class of 2007) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Rick Boron (Class of 2011) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010) 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010) 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Burdell 'Jimmy'Carey(Classof2012) 
Gene Cattane ( Class of 2007) 

. Mark Cisar ( Class of 2008) 
Willie Clay (Class of 2011) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Craig (Class of 2008) 
Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of2009) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis ( Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
C.R. 'Dick' Dei (Class of 2011) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010) 
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011) 
Charles 'Red' Donley (Class of2012) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Connie Doutt ( Class of 2008) 
Larry Duck (Class of 2010) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of2009) 
Amber Ellison (Class of 2012) 
Chris Enochs ( Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
Don Fleming ( Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford (Class of 2009) 
Geno Ford (Class of 2004) 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain ( Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway (Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio ( Class of 2005) 
Cal Giffin ( Class of 2006) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Richard 'Lefty' Hall ( Class of 2006) 

John 'Streaky' Ha1osLka (Class of 2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs ( Class of 2004) 
T.J. Hannig (Class of 2011) 
John Havlicek (Class of 2004) 
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008) 
Art Hehr (Class of 2012) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner ( Class of 2007) 
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004) 
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012 
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff ( Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell (Class of 2006) 
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of2007) 
Bob Jeter (Class of 2011) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012) 
Tom Keane ( Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009) 
Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012) 
Bob Kettlewell ( Class of 2008) 
John Kirker (Class of 2011) 
George Kovalick ( Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick ( Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley ( Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins ( Class of 2007) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Joe Maroon (Class of 2012) 
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011) 
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011) 
Lance Mehl ( Class of 2005) 
Craig Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dick Miller ( Class of 2005) 
Pat Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mumley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004) 
A. Wilson Murrary ( Class of 2004) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro ( Class of 2006) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009) 
Lee Patrone ( Class of 2006) 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
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Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011) 
Cal Pokas ( Class of 2004) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts ( Class of 2004) 
Warren Pugh ( Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie-Stokes ( Class of 2004) 
Anthony Reed ( Class of 2007) 
John Reger ( Class of 2007) 
Evan Reese ( Class of 2004) 
Bob Rieves ( Class of 2008) 
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010) 
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011) 
Mike Sherwood ( Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004) 
Gary Sprague (Class of 2012) 
Chris Starr (Class of 2012) 
John Stephenson (Class of 2010) 
Jimmy Stewart ( Class of 2008) 
George Strager (Class of 2005) 
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen ( Class of 2006) 
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2012) 
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Bill Tonini (Class of 2012) 
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008) 
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009) 
Richard 'Dick'Thurnes (Class of2011) 
Agnes Timmons ( Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011) 
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Class of 2010) 
Alex Welker (Class of 2012) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Denver Williams (Class of 2012) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams(Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson ( Class of 2006) 
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011) 
Otis Winston (Class of 2009) 
Mike Wright (Class of 2010) 
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'Fomlly'l 

George E. Koralkk (Brid~eport lligh School), recognized as the "father" uf high 
school wrestling in the Ohio Valley. Kovalick pi:eviously bas been honored with mem­
bership in numemus halls of fame, induding those at Kent State University; the Ohio 
Valley Footb.:t!l Coaches Association; Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Qub; West Liberty 
State Col!ege; Ohio Athletic Directors and the Ohio Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Ko\.'a!ick was selected as the first recipient ( 1976) of the prestigious OVAC Wrestling 
Committees prestigious uMr. Mat Award," an honor given annually to an individual for 
outstanding L1JUtributions to the sport of wrestling. 

Kovalkk directed championship teams in foothall. baseball and wrestling at both lhe 
in!ercollcgiate and interscholastic levels during an cnormously•successt"ul 28•yCIIT 
coaching career. 

Among lhe athletes he tutored in high school or college were all·time Ohio Valley greats John Havlicek, 
l'hil and Joe Nieluu, and Bobby Douijlas. In baseball, Kovalick coached the Hilltoppers to the 1964 NAIA 
baseball championshlp. lhe only nauonal title eve; captured by the school. He also had We~t Virginia 
lntercolkliate Athktk Conrerence championship teams at West Libenj in football, wrestling and baseball. 

Kova ick not only was one of the fourukrn of lhe OVAC Wresting Tournament, but Ills Bridgefl(}rl 

t:P!~l;;3g tli~nfi:; s~:ii~~~l!ktlit;c~c:e!~~~~t~~~si J:2
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5
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1~1 Jl 
to win an Ohio state wrestling title since, He coached slx individual state chnm(lions. 

Kovalkkas other OVAC coaching stops were at Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973 
Weir High football team was a state runner-up. losing tn East Bank in lhe OUS!I AAA state final. He retired 
fmm coaching in 1978 but tlien served as athletic di11:1.'tor at Bellaire until the time of his death in 1984. 

He was OVAC Baseball Dire..1or for many years and also directed the conforence·s mat championship 
event. 

Along with his great coaching knowledge, Kovalkk was also recognized as a marvelons competitor, 
meticulous organizer and a man with an emmnous capacity for wod:. 

Cal Pokas (M,di•J 
CQ/ Polau (Bellaire Hi~h School) was anotlier ginnt in tlie sports writing prufosslon wOO 

cut his eye teeth under Bill Van Home and developed mto one of the areas true newspa• 

per ~6k~.i~~~s Jr: i~~&)O, was employed for 40 ·ears at Tiw 11mrs leader, including 
29 memorable years for Ohi(J Val!ev spurts fans as tiie sports editor. He alsn was assistant 
sports editor, a wurthouse and poliiical reporter and Martins Fmy City Editor, Even after 
hts retirement, Cal conlinned to contribute to bis newsf)l!per·s spurts pages wnb his week­
ly "Eye on the Bucks" column about Ohm State fontliall. P(Jk:is nlsn persnnally saw to it 
\!mt _many of the so-caHed minor sports such as cmss--cuuntry, track and l'Ollcyba!!, 

reccp~;fasil:~ •J:e%;fi~fe~~~j /~ ~;: /:fV~i:a/hr~udmut his career and he devoted much 
of his spare time to servmg on committees for t!u:: tludy Mum_ky Charity football All-Star Classic, along with 
cumpilmg >landings for the football and bask.etba!l dmnipions!up races, He also scrl-'ed on a mcdi.a re!3tions corn­
milter fnr the hi•stale le:igue. 

Pokas had a term as fl!"CS!dcnt of the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Association. and was commissiooer or the Ohio 
\'alley Base WI! League for 23 years. His lnten:sts m the community went bevond the world of sports us i'ol:as 
served on an advisoiv board for the Salvatmn Am1y: was Bc_Jmont County Clmitmlll1 of tl1e Multiple Sdcros1s 
Assocmuon; and filled a seal on lhe Marti us Fem· Civil Sernce Commission tor 32 years nnti! his death. 

Pokns' homirs were numerous. 111 1960 he \\·a5 presented a Community Service Award by United Press 
lntt'TTlatiunal.1l1e Ohm Prep Sports Writers Associatl(in na_med him Spons Wflteroflhe Year in 1976 and he was 

givc:t J>;:1~fc~~~~()\hi;'0ti!~~prr~r::
1
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of Fame, He a!so received service awards from tile Ohio Valley Golf Coaches tsoci3hon, the 0\'AC; Ohio 
Valley Footh:tll Cmu.:hes Assocrntitm; Ohm Baseball Hall nf Fame; and he was honored tu he presented lhe first 
Sportsmanship Ethics aud lnteL'fity Award for the Eastern D_istrtct from the OHSAA. Pok.as was a "Mr. Mat" 
award honoree at the 0VAC Wreslling 1humament, along Wllh being sele.:tcd for Bellaire High School"s Wall 
of Fame. lie was named ns the Honorary Referee for the Wheeling Park Track Classic because of cuntrihutiOns 
to Ohm Valley youth. 

Jim Foti (Coaches) 

Jim Foti was a hasketb.:111 coach for 38 years aud a bead foolb.:tll mentor for 20 
seasong, He a!really has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia Sports 
Writers Association, Upper Ohm V111ley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll University"s 
Halls of Fame. 

Foti, a native of Jamestown, N.Y,, came to tbe area in 1942 after having coached at 
Erie (Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwond, \','heeling Central Catholic and 
Bellaire. Overall, Foti posted 466 varsity ba5k.clb.:tll victories, all but 26 coming 111 
OVAC schools. He coached Warwood Hlgh to seven West Virginia regional champi­
onships and his 1967 Viking squad won lhe state title. In 1976, Ins final year as a head 
coacli and the last season before the Ohio County cunsolidation, Fotl"s Vikings 
advanced tn the state tournament semifinals before bein_g eliminated. 111e 1975 team played in the state 
championshi1,1 game. He had five W.Va. Catholic title•wmning teams at Wheeling Central and guided his 
sg_uads tn OVAC championships in three divisions. 

In 1943. Foti had 11 24-3 record team at Ci-ntral, which loot by a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic 
championships held at Newport, RJ. 

wh~~it~e'~:!l~~~tJ~ ~~:~:r:than1;~.j~i~:~~r:~~~l~:;;;r,Ji1~;J~~d~~ ~!~:=.W; 
1943 Wheeling Central football te:un went 9-f and gained a Steel Bowl berth, where it Inst a 20-19 thriller to 
Rochester, Pa., at Steubenville. 

Foti a!sn coached SL'Tlli•pnifesskmal basketb.:tll for two years as he directed lhc Wheeling Puritans in 1947 
and '48. 

Foti coached several outstanding athktcs during bis distinguished career, Among the Central standouts 
were James •'Duble" Daller and Billy Gnmpim:, hoth of whom went 011 to p\ay 111 Notre Dame; Jack 
McConvillc,Alabama; Pete Schuetz, Duqnesne, and Paul Schuetz, Northwestern, At Warwood he had a mle 
in Ille development of Chuck Howley, former WVU an<l Dallas Cowboys' great; Bob Dunlevy (WVUJ, and 
basketball standouts Bob Ayers (VMl, BUI Kennedy (Ariwna State) und Greg Church (Army). 
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Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Fomlly') 

Samuel A, Mumky (Benwood Union High School) served two terms - covering a 
iota! of 32 years - as executive secretary of tile Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 
During trn: second term which lasted until his death in 1999, Mumley helped ll!llUm:cl 
the bi-state league from the brink of bankruptcy to its current standing M one of the gn:at 
high school conferences in Im:: entire country. 

Some of the llllllly highlights from his stewardship included: Helping to establish the 
0VAC Foundation as a maJor fund-niising mm for the conference; Securing NCAA 
certification for the Rudy Mwnlcy 0VAC Charity All-Star football Classic; Attracting 
major financial sponsors to support all of the 0VAC programs, including the Banquet of 
Champions, an awanls dinner tllat honon more than 1.000 athletes each spring and 
provides more than $20,000 annually in scholarships; Establishin~ the all-star bmiketball game which was later 
renamed as the Samuel A. Mum!ey 0VAC All.Star Basketball Classic. 

Mumley's response to a call of duty went beyond lhe OVAC as he was one of the founders of the Wheeling 
Super Si~ Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia slllte ch11t11pionship football games at Wheeling 
Island Stadium since 1994. He also helped secure lhe West Virginia state soccer ch11t11pionships for the city. 
Five yeafll after his death, the fruition of another one of his dre11t11s occurred when an artificial grass playing 
surface was installed at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Allhough awards were never important to Mumley, he WllS the recipient of numerous honors. The major 
awards presented to him included: The National Federation of Officials Outstanding Serviel: Award; Dapper 
Dau Man oflhe year; OVAC Man of the Year; and Outstandlug West Virginian. 

He was a basketball utTicial for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletic trainer and nthletie director at several 
area schools, including Cameron, The Lins!y School and St. Oairsville. He was also a trainer at his college 
alma mater, the University of Maryland, along wilh the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles. 
Mumley served on the state of Ohio Board of Equity, WllS a member of the SL Oairsville Board of Education 
and a special liaison for the Mental Rctanfation Boan! and School of Hop!. 

Bill Van Horne (M,di•l 

Bill Van /lame (Martins Ferry High School), was the dean of Ohio Valley sports­
writers during a legendary newspaper career that spanned 53 years. 

Van Home was sports editor of The Times Leader for 25 years and the Wl1re/ing 
Nf'W$-Regllter for 28 years, during which time he was recugniud by his peera as the 
most informational and influential writer in Ohio Valley history. 

His work with the OVAC over the years was especially instrumental in the succeSJ1 
of the wrestling, track and fieW and cross-country. Van Home was the second reci£ient 
~e=r~;~~~~t" Awanl in 1977 and he alro received tlie Calvin iffm 

His columns, "Van Home 011 Sportst were masterpiece chmnkles of the lives of 
others. A giant in his fic!<l and a role model for aspiring writers, Van Home was admired 
and respected for hi. integrity, dedication, fairness, knowledge and compassion. 

Van Horne•~ coverage and support for events like the Wheeling Dista!lce Race (now Tlie Ogden 
Newspapers 20K Classic), lhe West Virginia Tennis Open and the (now defunct) Wheeling LPGA Oassic 
helped those events reach prominence in our area. His hackin$ also was a factor in t!ie popularity enjoyed by 
the Wheeling lmnmen, Wbeeling Blues nnd Wheeling 0mndcrbirds (now the Wheclmg N~ilers), 
professional football, basketball and hockey teams. 

Numerous awards and honors were bestowed on Van Home. The Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dau Club 
named him Man of the Year in 1993; be was selttted as the West Virginia Sportswriter of the Year three times; 

~~!~~ ~IC ~!ei~~~~:o~=a~/i:r:;1 J°fa~~.~':::~~11
~~~~:t:iw:sh~\Po~ r:it~;~ 

Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame; Ohio Baseball lfa!f ofF!lll1e, Miuor Leligue ~l Football Hall of 
Fame and the Wlieelinz-Oglebay Tennis Clnb Hall of Fume. He served as president of the West Virginia 
Sports Writers Assuciauon und was a member of the Football Writers of Ameril·a. Bill was the first sports­
writt-'T from West Virginia to be elected to the Football Writers Board of Directors. He also served as state 
chairman for the lkisman Trophy selection committee, 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Cooch ... ) 

Richunl L. "Dick" Potts finished his career as the Ohio Valky"s all-time winningcst 
basketball coach with 589 career victories. 

Inducted into the Ohio High School Ha!l of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio Hlgh School 
Basketball Coaches Association, Potts coached a total of 40 seasons, all uf which where 
spent in Munroe County. He began in 1951 at Bethel High School. His 1957 
B!ackhawks came out of the Monrue County hills at tournament time and advanced all 
tlie way tn the Ohio Cla5S A state finals where they lost by a single point. At the time 
the school had just 13 boys in grades nine through 12 and all butone of the male stu­
dents was on the basketball team. 

In seven yearn at Bethel, his teams won more than 20 games five times, indu<ling the 27-2 miracle team 
that played in the state tournament. 

When the school was taken into the Sky\·ue co=!idation after the •53 campaign, Potts was named mach 
of the Golden llawks where he spent four years before moving on to River High in 1963. He remained at the 
Pilots' helm through the 1991 season. 

The former Hannibal High Sdmol athlete was n11t11ed in 198! as Ille recipient of the prestigious Ohio Paul 
Walker Award, given in memory nf Jerry Lucas' high s~·hoo! coach at Miililletnwn, Ohio. Walker was the 
Buckeye State"s all-tlme winningest coach. 

11ie na\·y veteran, Polls was the first 0VAC coach to reach tile SOO·wln plateau in basketball, reaching ilmt 
goal with a win over Monroe C'-01.mty rival Woodsfield in 1983. 

C(msidered a master strategist and tcadier of the game, Potts may have been at bis best during critical 
situations in posHcason play, His teams won seven overtime tournament ganu:s, including a nine-OT win 
achieved by Rh'CI" against Morgan in Class AA se.:tional play. 

Evan Reese (Officials) 

Eran Rte!ic (Follansbee High School) served as an area high school and college 
arbiter for more than 50 years. He also officiated football in the Canadian J...eague, the 
United Footb.:111 League and the West Virginia lntercollegiute Atliletk Conference. 

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for hoth football and basketball officials and he 
was president of the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (WVJAC) 
officials in hoth spntts. lk worked numerous state and conference tournament cham­
pionship events throughout his long and storied career. 

Reese also was a member of lhe West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities 
Commission Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Eastern District Board of 
Football and Basketball Officials. Fur many years, he was on the hasketball rules cnmmitti-e in the Eastern 
District. 

Today's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan as someone who had a tremendous influence on up-aud 
coming referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Mnrray (OffidulJ 

A. Wilson Murmy (Wheeling High ScllOOI) off1eiated high school basketball, foot­
ball, baseball and track for 30 yearn, from 1946 through 1975. He actually began his 
officiating career in 1942, the year after he graduated from Wheeling High School. 
Murray entered lhe service in 1942 and did not return home until the after World War 
II had ended. 

He worked numerous sectional, district, regional Wld firntls in Ohio, West Vil}l;iniu 
and Pennsylvania. He also officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid-American 
Conference and the We.st Vugioia lnten:ollegiate Athletic Conference. M11m1y was a 
referee in the oW United Football League in the days of the Wheeling lronmen 
professional football ream. 

He served on the OVAC Executive Boanl and senied for 10 years as the commissioner of the bi-state 
league's basketball offkials. He later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of football officials, a JXlSI 
he held from 1977 until retiring iu 1985. Jn 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohio High School Athletic 
ASllOCiation 's Commi.ssioneni. 

Murruy ofliciilted six West Virginia state tournaments and two WVIAC tournaments. Tiie former City of 
Wheeling Treasurer was a three-yellf football and basketball lettenmm at Wheeling High School. He played 
on tlie Wildawi' 1940 state chwnpionship basketball terun. 

Among the awards he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association's Meritorious Award 
(1970); a Wesi V1rginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award for his contributions to officiat­
ing in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball 
Official.Ji (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award (19tH), nnd an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
Achievement Awanl (1982). In 1989, he was selected as the first recipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketball 
Officials' Awanl presented at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball Classic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete· 1950,) 

John Ha~liuk (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1958) was a th~-sport high school 
honoree for tlie Bulldogs who later became one of Ohio State's baskitball greal.'l and 

win w'~~ii:j ~ ~f\fo!:i!~';_,~laf~-tiine All-OVAC Class AA basketball 
pt:Jfonner as well as All-Ohio CbssA. The Bulldogs won theOVACAAcrown in 1958. 

An excellent rebounder nnd passer, he also scureti J ,594 career (l(lllits in 59 g11me11 and 
averaged more than 30 ~ints per game the last two seasons. He led the OVAC in 
scoring as a junior with a 319-point nonn, including II school record 53 in II H13-JOJ 
overtime win over Cadiz. 

oi!f~ S~!ii~ =~~hu~}pfC:ffiame wi~i~I;:'c~ti~~i ~:,i;~:ire season of 1960. 
He was an All-Eastern Ohio shortstop on two &\¼c chllmpiu11~ifi baseball teams and baited over .400. He 

alfu s=t ~J-Ov~ei~=~ ~~":-fu~~b~rs~= ~Ii~ ~::Udlng Ohio State and West 

V")ffi1iio State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball seaso11s and he twice eamedAll­

Bl~:iiic~f~~ ~~ihaft choice of the NBA Boston Celtics arnl was also selected by the NFL Cleveland 
Browns even though he never played in college. He played a few ex.hibitiou games as II wide receiver with the 
=·s before reporting to the Celtics, where he would becmne team captain and have his No. 17 jersey 

Nicknamed "HondoH ,Havlicek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including eight ~Ilic championships. 
A 13-time All-Slllr, he is the Celtics' all-time leading scorer (26,395 points) and was the first NBA player to 
score 1,000 points in 16 consecutive seasons arnl, when be retired, Hil.vlicek had played more regular season 

~utanth~8~~r:n·~=~hS~h~\iair~!~
11
:~r·~f~U~~Ot"o.sv~~;~apper 

Dan and Ohio State Halls ofFame. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete • 1960s) 

~{!ti':Ne'n~~~1oH!~l~~1
vrci~~1:a\)~;i=:.re ~~ 

first black athlete to win an Ohio state mat crown (1959) wheri he eJrieJged as the 112-
pmmd tillist. IJ,e then finished lhinl in the 1960 state tournament and won the 127-pound 
crown as a semor. 
nin An~"'fuV~~~J~ :~ ~~~~LAA captain llS a 14CJ.pound run-
~ wrestled two years at We$t LU1erty State College, winning an NAIA championship 

and &lacing_ llCCOlld 10 the NCAA. He ilien transfened to Oklahoma Slate, where he won 

~theifm~t ~~!~1
~~e~~ti:1a1!;~Iili\he ~~ r:cn~u,~ 

Also as a competitor. he won five uatioua\ championships nnd a pair of U.S. Olympic Trials titles. He had a 
fuurth-place fealherwci~t finish at the I 964 Tokyo Olympics and he caatained the lJ .S. freestyle team at the 1968 

~n~C::£3h'5:n~t.H~~ ':u="~ ~War~ t1?ampJ!:t'Jij; ':i::f~ -Douglas t'tlmpiled 
Still fe('.og_ni1t'Xi as one of the natio11's oulli~ng wrcstli1111 coaches, Douglas bas been at the Iowa State 

University helm for 14 years and became just the follrth Divismn I mentor to reach the 400-victory plateau in 
Jlllluary of 2003. He cooched the Cvclones to JO top- JO at the national finals. He also had ru1111er-up reruns in 19961 2000 ind 2002. In 2000, he was selected the National Wrestling C011Ch of the Year. He has produced six nationru 
champions, 17 conference titlist-. l!Ild l'i AU-Americaru1 at Iowa State. Before takillg over the Cyclones' prognul!, 
DougW built adynasiy at Arizona State. From 1975-92, he guided ASU to uirn: conference title and nine top-JO 
NCAA team finishes, mcludlng the school's fi,:st national championship in 1988. While with the Sun Devils, he 
had three national individual tiile winners. 37 conference champs and 5ll All-Americans. 

He was head coach of the 1992 U.S. Olympic freestyle team that com~ted in Ban:elona, Spain. All 10 of his 
wrestler.. placed among the top. !OHi their respective weight classell. Douglas has been on the U.S. coaching staff 
for five other OJ:ympics. 

Douglas was inducted into the National Wrestling Hall nfFame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio 
Hall of Fame and the Arizona State Hall of Fame. 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams (AU,lete - 196"') 
Ron "Friti!' Willloms (Weir Hii;h, Class of 1964) was a four-year, three-sport stand­

out for the Rerl Riders. He fod Weir to three straight state Class AAA title games includ­
ing an unbeaten 1962 regular season, two state runner-ups and II slllte title in 1963 (a 
three-ye~ reconl of 62-8). The three~year AII-OVAC and All-West Virginia Class AAA 
basketball p~er was also an AU-OVAC a11d All-West Vi~i11ia footbltll end in 1963 and 
~~0

15
V~~

964
. West Virginia Region 1 sprint champion m the JOO, 220 and 440-yanl 

The 6-3 I85~und Williams was the first African-American to be named first tean1 
All-West Vlrgima i11 basketball and only the fourth person in history to be named first 
tea111 all-state three times. He scored 2,203 careerpomts - then 1111 OVAC 'big school' 
reconl -and averaged 30,9 as a senior arnl 30.1 as aj1111ior. He scored a school-rcconl 
55 W]i11ts against East Liverpj)UI. He was named All-America by Pamde and Scholastic Ccach magazines. 
Scho/~}:&'~:l AJf-~~J!, 0!!i ~~iit~. CillSl AAA state duullpionship football team and was a\1-slllte and 

He played on two OVAC Class 3-A title basketball tewns (1962 a11d '64) and the 1%2 OVAC track cham­
pionship &quad, The first Africa11-.Alllerican recruited to play basketball at West Virt,inia University, he still 
holds season and career assist records while averagi11J 20.1 points for his career -su:th best in histo1t and 

~~~~}'.
th

..'.: ~\~!fr~:~:!:d ~t~~~ls~an 
1©i1::~~~~!~fi~ A!/S~~~t~~i:;!ln~te he:;!''. 

oree anil a second tewn All-American. 
The two-time team ca!)tain is II member of the All-Time WVU team (1966-75 era) aud has been inducted 

into the WVU Sports Hull of Fame as well as the Welt Virginia Sports 'Hall' and the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dap~Dan 'Hall'. He was tlie niuth overall NBA draft pick m 196.11 by the San Fr.mcisco Warriors and was 
also ctrarted in the ABA fifih round hy the New Or!earuJ Buccaneen, Despite not plaving college footbltll, he 
is one of only two OVAC product!i to be drafted both by the NBA and NR..(Da!Ju ·cowboys, 14th round). 

Williams p!ayedeightNBAseasous -five with the Warriors. two with the Milwaulct: Bucb and one with 
the LO$ A:ltfles Lakel'!I. He scored 4,797 career ~ints and had 1,818 rnreer assists, He died, at age 59, on 
¢Jillfa~sBoul:!a%~,home in California. The road Jle1U' ha Welrton childhood home namal 'Ron (Frill) 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete - 19405) 

Ken. Alessi (Yorkville High School) was a 5-7, 155-pound baski.!tball guanl from 
1947-49. He still holds two all-time OVAC scoring reconls-1,142 points in 32 games 
as a senior and a career per-game point aver.ige of 311) for 66 games. 

He wus the first OVAC player to score 2,000 career poiots (2,1)47) after averaging a 
then-reconl J5.7 point!i II game arnl setting a mark of 70 points, including 31 goals, 
against Shadyside as 11 1948-49 senior. Tout effort prompted the national ex.posure in 
"Ripley's Belie\-e-It-Or-Not." 

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 points vs. Dillonvllie in back-to-back 
games. In one game, he converted 16 strnight f~ throws As a junior,Alessi scored 845 
points in 30 games. 

A two-time All-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoree, he was the leading vote-getter in '49 when 
he was selected Ohio's Class B Player of the Year. 

A three-sport prep standout, he was an All-Eastern Ohio football player as a two-way back and kicker, and 
he was a short,top-pitcher in baseball. 

Re1.TI1ited by West Virginia Unh·ersity, be played three seasons ( 1950-52) and was the starting point guanl 
two years. He led the team in assists as a sophomore while playing with 6-9 All-America Mark Workman. 

In 1951,he scored 23 points in II home win over Wah! Forest and tallied 18 in a 77-73 loss at Duke, which 
featured AU-America guard Dick Groat, a forure Pittsburgh Pirute i11fielder. 

Alessi ser,ed as head basketball c011Ch the final 12 seasons ( I %1-72) for alm11 mater Yorkville High before 
consiilidlll:ion. His best team went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 learn won an OVAC Class A crown. The '70 
team featured Chuck Sam, who would surpass Alessi's career point total. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 1950,J 

Bill MauroJki (Warn:n Consolidated High School. Class of 1954) is bel.1: known 
for his baseball feats, but the 5-11 baski.!tball center also led the OVAC in scoring with 
a 27 .6 per game average as a senior and was II two-tillle All-OVAC roumlball selection 
and th~year basketball starter. He ea.med second team All-Ohio Class A recognition 
asasemor. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shonstop-pitcber, Mazerosk.i led Warren 
Consolidated to the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest dass) bltseba\l fmals before fal!i11g, 
2-1 to Cincinnati Purcell. Mazeroski pitched II four-hitter in a losing cause. 

The athlete, known as "Catfish" llS u yuoth and "Maz" during his pm playing days, 
led Warren Consolidated to four straight OVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. The team was 
coached by Al Burazio. 

Signed by the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high school and sll!lllner, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run I111tive 
was in the major leagues in 1956 and became a JO-time All-Star second baseman fmm 1956-72 with the 
National League team. He won eight of the first 10 second base Gold Glove fielding awards. 

He played in 2,163 games and collected 2,016 hits but his best known feat is hitting game seven 19611 
World Series winning home run versus the New Ymk Yar1kees. He still holds some major league fielding 
records for double plays and IL'lSists. The Pirates retired his jersey Nu. 9. 

Mazeroski was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2001 l!Ild also is enshrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hall and the Pennsylvania Sports Hall. 

Buckeye Local High School, a consolidation which include!! Mazerruk.i's alma mater, named its high 
school field in hL'J honor and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Rnn childhood home north of TIitonsville is 
known as "Bill Mazeroski Highway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete - 19(i<Js) 

Allan. Homyak (St. John Central High Schoo!, Class of 1969) was best known as a 
record-setting 40-point per glllllt: = his last two basketball seasons, but Ute [efihllllder 
also was a three-sport standout perfonner as a footbltll qnartetback and first baseman­
pitcher in baseball. 

A 6-1 1 l,B5-~und lnng-fllllge shootin\: guard in the em prior to the three-pointer, 
Hornyak: 100 the OVAC and the state of Onio in scoring his last two seasons with 1111 all­
time OVAC reconl 42.7 average as aj11niur plwi a 41.95 senior norm. 

th;!:{~"~· ~ll:i~:!1?/~lri:JMj Wn~·1~ncih~i~~ffuat~~:i2ll,~f-
296 free throws. 

The two-time All-OVAC and AU-Ohio cager set the OVAC recnnl of 86 points, includ­
ing 40 goals, in a 1969 win over TIitonsville and he scored 61 P')lllts the ne.U 11ight against rival Bellaire. 

He sc:onid at least 50 Jl(?ints in a ~ I 4 times and ended hls BO-game career with a then OVAC re(.'Ord 2,385 
points. The Irish won back-to-back OVAC Class AA haskethall titles including a 20-2 overall te(.'tlnl in 1%9. 

His scorin& efforts resulted in articles in Sp(lrt ma~ne, the New York Times and Sbortf II/usrrated 'Faces 
~!~~i~t{ !~~h:{11rned Scholastk Coach Al -America honors and his No. 20 ollle basketball jersey 

In football. St. John's also won an OVAC crown with a 9-1 rei:onl in 1968, with Hornyak as an All-OVAC 
quarterback. He passed for 14 touchdoWIIS that season. 

Recruited for basketball by numerous colleges, he opted for The Ohio State University where he led the 
Buckeyl;S in scoring three stmght years and earned All-Big Ten Cnnference hooors each year and All-America 

}f;1/~ft65lf !tlJ~~chool's fourth all-time career i;corer with 1,572 points in 69 gama and is a member of 

The}g~\~~a:~~e~~in~i:~i!P'~\;[.~i:::f:i6th overall, of the NBA's Cleveland Cavaliers. He was also 
drafted b:Y, dw ABA Indiana Par:era in the fifih round, but did11't compete in the pro ranks. 

Dong Donley (Athlete - 1970s) 

Duug Dunky (Cambridge High School, Class of 1977) was a three-sport standout, 
ex.celling in footba!l, track and basketball and earning the nickname ~white Lightning" 
for his hlazinp speed. 

On the w.idiron, Donley was a three-year letterman at running back for the Bobcats, 
fiuishing with a career total of2,572 rushi11g yards. He also had 226/anl5 n=iving and 
l ,028 yanl5 in kick returns for II career 11\1-purpose yardage totu! o 3,826 yards to go 
with]! TDs. 

Donley's football accolades included first team All-Ohio Clas~ AAA (1976) by both 
The kism:iaied Press and Uniled Press l11tmwtiv1rol; Eastern District Class AAA 
"Player of the Year" (1976); and first team All-OVAC C!IL'ls 4-A (1976). 

In track, Donled won the OVAC Class 4-A championship i11 the long jump as n ju11iur (1976) with a leap 
of 21 ft. 2.5 i11. 1111 was a double-winner at the conference meet as II semor (1977) - winning tile loug jump 
(21-111.75 and the 2211-yanl dash (22A seconds), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC team title. 

He earned All-Eastern District in the 100-yanl dash and was recognized as a high school All-American in 
orack. 

Also a standout in basketball, Donley was hampered by a shouWer injury but still managed to score Ill poi11t<l 
per contest and had a school-n:cord l 7-assist game. 

Widely recruited for football, Donley attended The Ohio State University and earned fir.;t team All-Big Ten 
and hunurnble mention All-America accolades at wide receiver(l980). He ranks among the Buckeyes• all-time 
leading receivers in several categories, including career yan!.s per catch (21.2, second); yardage (2,252, fourth); 
touchdowns (16, fifth); and roccpti011s (106, tied ftll' ninth). He !ed the team in receptions fmm 1978-80. 

Donley was a second round draft choice of the Dallas Cowboys in 1981. playing fonr years in the NFL. He 
caught 55 passes for 898 yards and fuurTDs. 

Inducted into the Cambridge High Scb{)()I Hall of Fame, Dtmley Cl pn:side11t of Ad\'ant.age GolfToumament 
Services in Addison, T=. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Tim Spencer (Athlete. 1970.) 

Tim Spencer {SL Clain;ville High Schoo!, □ass of 1979) ranks with the greatest 
running backs ever to grace Ohio Valley high school gridirons. Spena::r - who plied his 
trade for legendary coach George Slf:IP. - rushed for some 3,144 yards and 50 touch• 
downs. He scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid career. 

As a senior, the Parade All·Amerkan gained 1.670 yanls and scored 28 touchdowns 
while his junior numbers totaled 1,280 rushing yanls and IB touchdowns. Spencer's top 
pre!! game came as a senior whc!l he mshed for 306 yanis and scored six touchdowns 
agmnst Martim Ferry. All told, he scored 40 points in that contest. 

He was awarded A!l-OVAC and AU-Ohio football honorn following his junior and 
senior seasons. 

Spencer also played basketball and ran track for the Red Devils, etce!ling in the 100- and 200-meters. 
After his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Columbus to play for Coach Earle Bruce's Ohio State Buckeyes. 
The 6-1, 2](}.pounder was a three-year Staner for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yanls 

which still ranks third on Ohio State's all-time rushing charu. 
Spencer led the Big Ten in rushing as a senior with 1,371 yard.'!, eighth best in the nation. He was acconled 

AU-Big Ten h.onOfll twice and WllS a second-team UPI All-American selection as a senior. 
He served as the Buckeyes' co-captain as a senior and was voted the team MVP that year. He was also named 

MVP of the Holiday Bowl as he rushed for 167 yard.'! and two TDs in OSU's 47-17 win. 
Spencer was the second player selected in the United Stares Football League (USH..) draft by the Chicago 

Blitz. After a three-year USFL stint, he signed wilh the San Dlf'go Chargers where he started for four years at 
fullback. 

He gained more than 5,000 rushing yard.'! and scored 45 touchdowns as a professional. 
Spencer sen,ed as Ohio State's running backs coach from 1994 through the 2003 season. He left the 

Buckeyes for an assistant's role with the Chicago Bears. 

Mitch Hannahs (Athlete • 198"') 

Mitch Hannahs (Skyvue High School, Class of I 985) WllS the e~tome of a winner in 
~::~ ~~~~~11~~~ili~J::a1~~ sparked the tiny olden Hawks tn the 

In basketball, Skyvue made the OHS AA state tournament in Hannahs' junior and sen• 
ior SCll50IIS, finishing as the Cass A runner-up in 1984-85. He wllll selected first rerun 
All-Oh.in as a senior and second team llS a jllllior and was a two•time first team All­
Easrem District,AU-OVAC and AU-Pioneer Valley Conference honoree. He also partic­
ipated in the Ohio Nonh,Soutl1 AU-Star dllSsic following a senior season where the 5-
10 guard averaged more than 22 points per game. 

In basehall, tJie consistent-hitting and sure-handed shortstop helped the Hawks to the 
Ohio Class A stare champioll.'lh.ip as a senior( 1985) as we!l as the bVAC and PVC titles. He earned firs! team 
AU-Ohio, All-Eastern District, All-OVAC and All-PVC bonOfll and was selected for the Ohio Baseball All-Star 
Series. 

He also received All-Eastern District, All-OVAC and AU-PVC accolades following his sophomore (1983) 
,rul/"unior (1984) se.isons. 

A rer irraduation Hannahs pu!led off a rare "double" when his college team - Indiana Stare University • 
ruh'anccJ to the NCAA Division I College World Series in 1986 and that same season, he played for ihe 
Maynard Post 666 team which advanced to Ille American Legion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of 
the reginnal toornament that seasim and won the Louisville Slugger Award for ihe highest batting m·erage in 
tournament play. 

At Indiana State, Hannahs was a three-time All-Missouri Vlll!ey Conference perfonner (1987-89) and was 
an NCAA Division I All-American following his senior year (1989). 

He was a 16th round draft pick of the Milwaukee Brewers, playing in their fann srsrem from 1989-93. 
Hannahs is cum:ntly athletic director and head baseball coach at Lincoln Trail Col!ege m Robinson, IUinois. 
He previously coached for seven years at his alma mater- Indiana State University. 

Geno Ford (Athlete. 1990,) 

Geno Ford {Cambridge High School, Class of 1993) achieved the ultimate honor 
of a high school basketball player in Ille state of Ohio when he was selected "Mr. 
Basketball" following his senior season. 

The 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stellar four-year career with the Bobcats as Ohio ·s 
second all-time leading scorer with 2,680 points which also stands as the OVAC's 
all-time high-water mark. 

Ford's name also appears in the OHSAA record book in the following categories: 
288 free throws made in a season (1991-92), first all-time; 697 free throws made in 
a career (1989-93), first all-time; and 928 points in a season (1991-92), seventh 
all-time. 

Playing for his father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno earned All-Ohio Division 
II first ream accolades following both his junior and senior seasons. He was also a two-time All-Eastern 
District Division II "Player of the Year'' and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A first team pick. 

Ford went on 111 become a four-year lettennau at Ohio University, earning AU-Mid American 
Conference second team hon= as a junior (1996) and first team plaudits as a senior (1997). Jk is lhe fifth 
all-time lead.iug scorer at OU with 1,752 point.'I. One of the most popular players at OU, Ford helped the 
Bobcats to one NCAA and one NIT appearance during his career. 

Following graduation, he served as a graduate assistant ( 1998-99) and assistant coach ( 1999-200 I) at 
Ohio University; was bead. coach for one season at Division II Shawnee State University (2001-02), 
leading his team to a 22-10 record and earning American Mideast Conference "Coach of the Year" 
honOrs: served as an assistant coach at Kent State University since lhe 2002-03 season. 
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Amy Gamble (Athlete - 1980s) 

Amy Gamble (Jolm Marshall High School, Class of 1982) is one of the Ohio Valley's 
greatest female athletes of all time. Gatnble e;u:clled in three sports- basketball, track 
and women's handball. 

She became M=ha!l County's first Olympian when she competed with the U.S. 
Women's Handball Team in ihe 1988 Games held in Seoul, Korea. Earlier, ihe U.S. 
Women were crowned as clwnpiorui of the Pan American Games. 

Gamble Wllll selected as the West Virginia Women's Basketball Player of the Year in 
1982 after leading John M=hall lo the state Class AAA championship. She averaged 
23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenged its only lnss br defeat• 
ing Elkins in the stale finals. Captain of the AU-Stare Team, Gamble was a two-time □ass AAA first-team hon­
oree. She was chosen All-OVAC and All-Valley three straight years. 

She was the first JMHS girb' basketball perfonner to score more than 1,000 points and the initial Monarch 
athlete In have her jersey retired. She scored 1,498 career points. Grunble was ranked as Ille No. 4 girls' 
bllSkctball player in the country her senior season when was named to the Parade, Street & Smith and USA 
Today All-American teams. 

Recruited by Tennessee, she played as a backup on the 1983 Lady Vols' squad that finished as the NCAA 
tournament runners-up, losing to the Oieiyl Miller-led Southern Cal powerhouse. She left Tennessee at the end 
of that season and transferred lo West Virginia University but played just one season before deciding lo try 
team handball. 

After her appearance in the Olympics, Gamble returned to basketball and enrolled at the University of 
Arizona. Despire having just one season of eligibility remaining, Gamble was the team's leading scorer and 
she earned Pacific- IO Conference player of the week laurels. 

Her high school track career was also brilliant, as Gamble set numerous invitational meet and OVAC records 
in the shot pu! and the discus. She established a!l-time OVAC starn1anls in both eventsund WllS a West Virginia 
stale champiou in both events. She was a three-time AU-Valley honoree. 

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athlete. 198"') 

Vk.\i Pullre-StoUs (Wel!sville High School, Class of 1987) is believed by many 
Wellsville residents to be one of the greatest athleres in the school's history, ntlested lo 
by her induction llS a member of Wellsville High School's Athletic of Fame inaugural 
Classof2004. 

During her high school career, Pu\!ie-Stokes col!ected 15 first-place finishes at the 
annual Cal Giffin OVACTrack Championships and she was selected as the area "Track 
Athlete of the Year'' three times. She also earned both AU-Valley and All-Eastern District 
laurels four times each. She was a two-time long jump champion at the Ohio high school 
state meet arul was a runner-up in the 200 metcrn. 

In volleyball, she was twice selected as the team MVP and earned All-Area (three 
times),A\1-Eastem District (twice), and Al!-OVAC (twice). Three times she was named tniheAU.Columbiana 
County team. 

In basketball, she led the 1987 Lady Tigers to the state finals. Her 27-J reconl We!kvi!le team ended one 
of the nation's longest baskethall su-eaks at 108 when the Tigers defeated West Holmes in tnurnament play. She 
scored more than 1,400 points und collected more than PP BOO rebounds while helping the Tigen; In a three­
year n:conl of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chosen OVAC "Player of the Year" that season and was a two-time 
AH-Ohio honoree. She also earned All-Valley and All-Area recognition three times each on the hanlwood. 

All told, she won 11 varsity lctrers and was selected as the American Legion 1987 Ohio State "Athlete of 
the Year''. She went on to play collegiate basketball at Ohio State and was a member of the 1989 Buckeyes' 
squad that won the Big Ten Conference championship. She gained pernonal honors when in 1990 she was 
selected as Ohio Stare's best defensive player. team MVP and Big Ten honorable mention. "Twice, she was 
designated as the conference's player of the week. 

Additionally, Pul!ie earned a gold medal with the North Team iu the 1989 U.S. Olympic Festival, held in 
Norman, Okla. 

Stephanie Petho (Athlete. 199"') 

Stephanie Petho (St. John Central, Class of 1992) remains the measuring stick for 
female basketball greatness in the OVAC. 

The Fighting Irish three-sports luminary re-wrote the St. John Central and OVAC 
scoring books during her career on Guernsey Street. The 5-7 shnrpshooter finished 
her four-year career witb 2/j67 points which is first in conference annals arnl still 
ranks si~tll in the stare of Ohio. 

Petho was accorded first-team AII-OVAC all four years. The Bellaire 1mtive 
earned All-Ohio honors three years,c11lminating by being named the state's Division 
IV "Player of the Year" following a season in which she averaged a staggering 37.1 
points a game. 

As a junior, she tallied 35 .9 points per game in leading her Lruly Irish teammates to a 22-3 record a berth 
in the OHSAA regional tournament. She was named first team All-Ohio after scuring 910 Jl?illts that 
winter alone, Petho twice cracked the SO-point plateau In a game, scoring 57 against Shadyside and 56 
against Toronto. 

The two-year starter al the University of Pittshu'Ilh carried St. John Central \0 four OVAC champi­
onships in basketball and an overa!l 75-16 reoord. Petho was no one-sport wonder, also starring in vol­
leyball and track during her prep career. She earned A!I-OVAC in volleyball her junior and senior years. 

In track, Petho is one of the valley's all-time great throwers, earning five OVAC gold medals in the 
weight events - three in the discus and two in the shot put. Petllo tnssed the platter a school-record 
121-7 en route to a regional championship and a third-place showing in the state meet as a junior. 

She capped her high school career by being named co-valedictorian ufher senior class and she went on 
to become an Academic All-American at Pitt. While there, she Jed the team in scoring in lhe 1994-95 
season, became the career free tllrow percentage leader (81.4) and is 14th on the all-time scoring list. 

Rudy Mnmley (OVAC 'Family') 

Rudy Mumle:, (Wheeling High School, Cass of 1936). lfRud_y Mum!cy's heart was 
measured by the size of his love for his fellow men and women, 11 never could have fit 
inside his body. 

M11mley, an educator, administrator, humanitarian, dynamic organizer and charity 
fund-niiser, served the OVAC and \be rest of Ohio Valley in many different, but special 
ways. He was a two-time president, charter member of ihe conference"s Foundation 
Boan!, sen,ed on the football and basketball committees and was ihe o~izer and long-= J~ ~t:i::: ~:!%~:J~i~/: ~trn~':ri~;!f~l;;!i :i~rc 
president during the 1967-68 school year. To help the game get offtbe ground, Mum!ey 
once mortgaged his home tnachieve the financing needed for ihe inaugural OVAC-sponsored contest in 1972. 
He also was a great supporter of the OVAC wrestling tournament. 

A w,uluate of old Wheeling High School and West Liberty State Col!eje with a m!lllter's degree from 
WVIJ, Mumley served in the Air Force during World War JI and was reca led during the Korean connict. 
He taught at Powhatan, Shadyside and Smithfield Hlgh Schools before being appointed principal al Warren 
Consolidated High in TIitonsvilie in 19M. Rudy later served as principal at Yorkville High. Later, when the 
Buckeye Local School District was fonned, he became principal at Buckeye South and remained there until 
his reurement in 1979, 

Mumlcy, who was born in 1918 and died in 1999, also provided great sen,ice In the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Ouh and his college alma mater, West Liberty State. Rudy WllS a member of the Dapper Dan 
Board of Directors for some 25 years and was banquet co-chairman six times. At West Liberty, he earned a 
rare honor as a non-athlete when he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall ofFame in 1985. He wu pres­
ident of the Hilltoppt:n;' Alnmni Association and the Foundation. Among the numerous honOill he received 
include: the Robert McKelvey Award and Man of ihe Year honors from the Dapper Dau Oub; WI.SC Gold 
and Black. Achievement Award and the College President's Award, along with the Warwood Lions Club's 
Citizen of the Year Award in 1981. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Agnes Timmons covAc 'Family') 

Agrn111imnwm {Scio High School, Class of 1942). This Octogenarian started coach­
ing piclrnp girls'basketball teams at Barnesville High School in 1946 when there were 110 

schoo!-sant1ioned girls' programs for member schoob of the OVAC. She was a i;irls' 
b~~iimt~~~II teacher Ill the time,afler having graduated from Denison UniveISJIY in 

Timmum considen:d it part of her job as a pbya ed teacher to oripmit.e whatever athletic 
teams she could beca11i,e she wanted the girls to have some compe11tioo and eiperience the 
fun of playing organized sports, She would join with teachers from other schools in the 
nn:a interested in doing the same thing to schedule games. 'They also had to hire their own 
officials and provide transportation to the game sites, 

Tunmons left teaching after 1948 to begin r.tising a family. After having four children, she returned to her 
teaching and coaching career at Barnesville in 1962. '11mmons coached volleyball and basketball even though ii 
wasn't until June of 1972 that Title IX was enacted, delJlllllding equal sports opportunities for girls. She wai; asked 
by then OVAC executive secretary Sam Mumley to host and serve as director of the first conference volleyball 
championship toumwnent which was held at Barnesville High. Timmol\5 coached basketball and track until well 
into !he l980's, but continued ht.'f duties with the volleyball team until her retirement from teaching in 1991, She 
also coached softball for one year when her daughter played because the talented youth also wauted to compete 
as II member of the track and field team. The school district would only pennit that to happen ifTimmoll.'l =hed 
both sports, which she did. 

Even today, Tunmoll.'l remains close to the Bamesvllle athletic progrnm. Throutll this p:ISt seasoii,she served as 
the announcer for the Shamrocks' boys and girls basketball games, as well as for tlie home volleyball matdies. She 
also bas been the anuouncer and part of the committee for the OVAC volleyball toumarneut forover 30 years. Last 
winter, the then 80-year-old Timmons Wllll called back into the coaching r.mks when Barnesville needed someone 
to help out with the volleyball squad. Agnes coached the jayvces and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Her track te!llllll were perenuial contendera for OVAC titles and several volleyball temns advanced to the district. 

Bob Burton (Coaches) 

Robert W. (Bob) Burton (Magnolia High School. Class of 1957) coached seveml 
sports at Paden City High School, but is most remember for a sparkling 38-year 
career WI head boys' basketball couch (1963-2001) where he amassed II record of 
554-327. 

During his tenure. the Wildcats won 21 sectional cbampioushlps; eight regional 
titles; finished as st',1te runner-up twice (1972 and '82) and captured the West 
Virginia Class A championship lwice (1973 and '87). Paden City had 28 winning 
seasons under Burton, including nine 20-win campaigns, and won five OVAC Class 
A championships (1971, '75, '92, '93 and '94). 

Burton received the West Virginia «Coach of the Year'' honor in 1986 and was selected to coach in the 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic several times as well as the West Virginia North,South A!l,Star Grune 
in 1987. He was II member of the WeJit Virginia Basketball Coaches Association, the Stute Coaches 
Committee and the OVAC Basketball Committee. 

Burton also served as an assistant coach in football at Paden City for 1B years, serving ou the Wildcats' 
staff during two state championship seasons ( [970 and '79); coached track for more than 30 yems, 
winning several OVAC Class A and Intra-Srnte League championships; cnnched cross country for two 
years and golf for one season; was assistant baseball coach for thllll:l years; and spent more than a decade 
as athletic director. 

As au athlete, Burton was a three-sport athlete at Maguolia, earning all-West Vir<.;iuia houm11 in football 
in 1955. At the college level, be was also a three-sport perfmmer, playing football at Kent State University 
and then football, basketball and tennis after tr.msfcrring to West Liberty State College where he graduated 
in 1961. He then received a master's degree in education from West Vuginia University in 1968. 

John 'Corky' Vrotsos (Cmh~l 
John "C1JTky" vroao.r {Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1946) not 011ly initiated 

the sport of wrestling at his alma mater, he quickly established himself as one of the 
premier mat coaches in coufen:nce history. 

Vrotsos guided the Purple Rider grnpplers from 1957-6&, leadinp his team to seven 
con=.11tive OVAC Tournament championships {1961-67) along with six straight Ohio 
District lbumantent titles. His teams finished ranked in the top 10 in the state four times 
(1959, '60, '63 aud '64) and the best finish at the state tournanumt was a fifth plac:e 
effort in 1960. 

During his tenure, Vrotsos coached 41 OVAC champious and 41 Ohio State 
Toumamcnt qualillem, including IO state plac:e-wiuncrs and one state champion (175• 
pounder John Sconlos in 1964). Ferry's dual meet record during the Vrotsos years was 85-20-1, including 
unbeaten seasons in 1964 and '67. 

The initial inductee into the Martins f-erry High School Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1994 and the 1978 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Toumament's "Mr. Mat. Award", he served as tournament director for the 
OVAC, sectional and district tournaments after yielding the coaching post. 

In addition to serving as head wrestling coach. VrotsCl!I was also an assistant in football and track for the 
Purple Riders. He was on the football staff during Ferry's run oftl1ree consecutive undefeated seasons ( 1959-
61) and four OVAC chrunpionships (also 1963). 

As an athlete,he was a three-year lettcnnan in football and basketball at Martins Ferry. In footlr,111,be was 
a center-linebacker under legendary coach Fred lbomas, r,Jaying center and linebacker on the 1944 and '45 
OVAC championship squads,eaming 1111-eonference «AA• houors as a senior. He played guard in basketball 
under coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartt-ell. After serving in the anny, Vrotsos then attended West Liberty 
Stale College, grnduating in 1951. He was a three-year varsity football player for the Hill toppe111 and a mem­
ber of two uudefeated teams that played in bowl games. (Smokey Mountain Bowl aud Pythhu1 Bowl). 

Walter Heil comduhl 
Wulter Hell (Bellaire High, Class of 192.l) was regarded as one of the deans of 

Ohio Valley officiating thanks to a career that spanu~'il some 38 years and involved 
three sports. 

He began WI a baseball umpire in 1926 then added football in 1928 and basketball 
in 1929, working couut!ess games until finally hanging up his whistle at the age of 62. 

Heil officiated football and basketball at Ule high school, collegiate and profes­
sional levels. He worked five West Virginia High School State Tournaments, five 
West Virginia Cathulic High School State Tournaments and three West Virginia 
Intercollegiate Athledc Conference Tournaments. He also officiated in the semi-pro 
Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling lmnmen. 

He was a member of tile Ohio Valley Board of Officials, the West Virginia Officials Association and the 
International Association of Approved Basketball officials a11d was 

honored for length of service by each of these organizatioilll. 
After retiring as an active official, Heil assumed the role of commissioner of both basketball and foot­

ball officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, a position he held from 1965-70. 
He was a charter member of the Bellaire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the 

OVA C's Robert Dawson Officials' Award. 
Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporation and was a resii.lcnt of Yori.ville until his death iu 1970. 
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Dong Huff (Media) 

Doug llidf (Maguolia High School, Class of 1961). This native of New Martinsville 
has been writmg sports since the age of 12, his first "jobH being witl1 the Weizd 
Democrut,a weekly paper in his borne town. Huff Joined The l11te/lige11ccr as assodate 
spons edilllr in 1967, a position be held until 197B when be was named as that Ellper's 
sportll editor, remaining m that position until bis retirement m 1999. He previously was 
sports editor of the Fairnumi 1imes and worked on the sports staff of the Domiuion 
News iu Morgantown. , 

BJ~\tJ:ira::b~~i:!1:~o~n 
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Awards and the Al!-OV Scholar-Athlete selections. He compiled Ohio Val!ey and West 
Virginia reconls for football, baskL1ball and baseball, along wHh historical material nn OVAC sch.oob, toa.-:h-

%s:t:t,\e!ft5ef t~i;'ri;~~lba.:e~ ~hefu~~:t ~'r:UFaii-~ie O~ ~~l~~ff~~is 
on the Board of Directors of the f--ootball Writera Association of America and the National Sponscasters & 
Sport;; Writers Association. 

A=,1 the nmnenms honors he hilll achieved include; induction into the Natlorntl Hlgh School S~ Hall 
ofFanie 1999); state sports writer of the year nine times; West Virginia University School of Journalism PJ. 
Reed Ufe Achievement Award (1999); Maguolia High School Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Award 
(1990); W.Va.. Sports Writera Association Gene Morehouse Award ( [992); Upp:r Ohio Valley Dapper Dan 
Club·s Robert McKelvey Award (1994). 

He is the author of Sports in West Virgi11ia, "A Pictorial History'' (1979) aud also of the National High 
School Football aud Basketball Record Books (2001-2002). Doug also cu-authored "How to Watch Sports on 
TV ... And Enjoy It." Since 1975, be has been a high school contnhuting editor of Street and Smith magazine 
1111d compiles their pre-:season schoolboy All-America t= for football1 boys' basketball and baseball. 
Althongb retired from The lntell, he commues to submit a much-read nod enjoyed weekly column. Doug also 
serves as the national rmkings aad records editor for Studeut Sports Inc., and coonlinates football und boys 
basketba!l selections for Panide and EA Sports. 

George Strager (Coaches) 

George Stmgfr(McKeesport, Pa. High School,Class of 1943) has often been called 
the "dean" of Ohio Valley high school football coacbCll thanks to a highly-successful 
can:er that $pan11ed some 38 yearn (1950-87) at five different schools. He posted 11 
career couchmg record of246 wins, 115 losses and 15 ties wbkb stood as the ull-time 
valley n:conl until eclipsed in 2004 by Jay Circosta of Woodsfield/Monroe Central. 

Strager's coaching career bega11 iu 1950 at tiny Sistersville High School, compiling 
a 42-22-3 record in seven seasons there and leading tl1e Tigers to the West Virginia 
Class A state championship in 1953. He moved on to Clarksbul¥ Notre Dante High for 
fow- years as head football and basketball coach (1957-60), going 24,10 on the grid­
iron and leading the basketball team to the West Virginia Class A state semifmals. Next 
came a three-year stlut at Wheeling Central Catholic {1961-63) which featured two ondefeall:d regular 
seasons and a mark of 21-9-1. The 1962 team lost to Charleston Catholic in the inaugurnl West Virginia 
Catholic State Championship game, but the next year Str.iger's team avenjed that lo.ss to win the crown. Up 
next was a five-y= stay at Cambridge High (1964-68). postinl? a 25-2.l- reconl. 

He then began II legendary 19-yellf nm at St. Clairsville High Ill 1969, turning his tr.idemask "belly series" 
to a reconl of 134-51-9 there. His Red Devil teams posted three undefeated seasons (1969, '77 1111d 85) and 
the 1983 ~uad earned the school's first-ever trip to the OHSAA playoffs and the 1986 team advanced to the 
state semihna1'i before losing a heart-breaker to Clw<>rin Fulls Kenston. 

Str.iger's top honors included induction into the Ohlo High School Football Coaches Hall of Fante in 
l 998; Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1991; selection WI OVAC Coach of the Year 
in 1979 and '87; and recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1992. He also coached 
in the OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic twice (1972 and '87). 

A gnuluate of Salem College, Strager passed away in 1990, but his memory lives on in the fonn of the 
George Sttager Memorial Football Camp 1111d Scholarship Prugr,1m as well as the "George Strnger Eveuiug 
with the Stars"' dinner held in conjurn:tion with the OVAC Charity Al!·Star f--oothall Classic. 

Chester Grossi (Officials) 

Che1terGroni (Weir High School, Class of 1940) began ollkiating in 1942, daim­
iug to he "drafted" into officiatin_g hy fellow honoree Walter Heil because mauy offi­
cials had been lost due to the mihtary drnfi. 

in l~~l~~'fu3[ !fi:F ~buW.f,~1:~i:: r::.ir::: ~~~i~l:!i1lft' r~t~11t::11s;~·-bt~:l1~~ 
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Virginia Catholic State basketball and football playoff games as well as games in the 
West Vitglnia lntercolleglate Athletic Conference and the United Football League. He 
is a Ufe member of the Ohio Valley Board of Official.'! and the West Virginia Football 
and Basketball Official.'!' Association. He was the 1997 recipient of the OVA C's Robert Dawson Offidab' 
Awanl and was honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

As an athlete at Weir, Grossi plajed football for coach Carl Hamill from 1936-39 and during that time, the 
Red riders won 27 straight games. Je reccived a football scholarsblp to West Liherty State College where he 
played for Coach Joe Bartell in 1941 and after World War 11. 

He graduated from West Liberty with a bachelor's degree in political science, returning to Weir High School 
us a teacher and assistant coach. He left the education field to eull:r into the investmeut and insurance business 
in 1960. He remains active in many civic, frnternal and service organizations. He is president of the Weirtoniaa 
Lodge of the Italian Sons and Daughters of America, serves on the Board of Directors of the Frntemal 
Association and is an honornry national president oflSDA; a member of the board of the Upper Ohio Valley 
Italian Heritage Festival; the Weirton Cmmcil 3734 Knights of Columbus and an officer of their Fourth 
Degree; a lifo member of Post JO of the American Legion; board member of Camp Fire USA; the Weirton 
Elks; and b a member of the West Liberty State College Foundation's Fina.nee Committee, Hall of Fame 
Committee, Hilltoppers Athletic Club and a life member of the Alumni Association. 

He was inducted into the West Liberty State College Ha!\ nf Fame and was honored by the West Virginia 
Northern 

Alex Groza (Athlete -1940s) 

AlexGrozu (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1944). This 6.foot•7, 220-pounder 
led Ille P111ple Riders to two straight undefe-.ited regular seasons lo basketball and to 
!he Ohio state toomament both years. Martins Feny finished 24• l in 1943 and 26-1 the 
following season. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA basketball 
championship in 1944 as Groza scored a valley record 628 points (a mark later broken 
by 2004 OVAC Hall of Fame indllClee Ken Alessi). Groru scored 41 vs. Tiltonsville. 
He was an all-couference and all-Ohio first-team selectio11. 

Alex was the top scorer aiul rebonuderou the Uuiversity of Kentucky's "Fabulous 
Five," which wou back-to-back NCAA titles in 1948 und '49. with Groza being uanied 
the tou11111IT1ent MVP both years. He was a three·time all-Southeastern Confcre11ce 
choice and a two-time consensus A!l-American. He set 22 individual SEC records. Grow stlll ranks seventh 
on Kentucky's all-time scoring list with 1,744 points. Alex's jersey uumher (15) was retired by the school. 
Groza and four of his UK teammates - Ralph Bean!, Wa!lace Jones, Cliff Barker and Keuuy RolUns -
won a gold medal as U.S. Olympians at the London Games in 1948. Groi.a, in 1949. was named the Helms 
Foundation Basketball Player of !he Year. In a 1950 Associall:d Press nationwide poll of sports writcra select­
ing the leading athletes of the half-century,Alex was chosen as oue of the five top-rated basketball players. 

In the NBA, Groza avemged 22.5 poiuts h1 130 pro games with the lndiaru,polis Olympians in 19.50 and 
'51. lfo coached Bellarmine (Ky.) College from 1959 tl1rough 1966. The school bad nevL'1'WOn a basketball 
championship before Groza•s tenure. He led the Knights to the Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
regular season aud toumament title in 1963, after which he was named the leagne coach of the year. 

Grum later served as business manager and then assi~tant to the p=ident of the ABA"s Kentucky 
Colonels before bt.'COming genernl manager of the San Diego Conqnistadors until the franchise folded. He 
tlien served as GM of a professional vol!eyba!l ll:mn for one yt'itf before joining Reynolds Metals in 1977 as 
a regional sales manager. 

Grom died of lung cancer at bis home iu San Diego on Jammry 21, 1995. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (Athlete· 1950,) 

Cluzrle;r L. "Chuck" llowky(Warwood High Sehool,Ciasa of 1954) was nfirst team 
all-West Vu-ginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, basketball nnd 
baseball. As n teenager, he also competed for an independent All-America boys gym­
nastks group. 

The West Virginia University graduate is still the only Mountaineer athlete to letter in 
five sports -football, gymnastics, wrestling, track nnd swimming. In football he played 
guard, cent.er, and linebacker while earning All-Southern Confcrcna:: laurels three 
Slraight"years. Also the long snapper on special teams, Howley was selected as a third­
team AU-American his senior year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 pounds, was considered to be 
one of the fastest linemen in WVU history. He stnrted in three col!ege all-star games -
East-West Shrine Grune, Senior Bowl nnd the College Football All·Stllr Game. He lettered for the 
Mountaineers on the trampoline in gymnastics, a hea\'Yweight in wrestling, sprinter and weightman in track 
and II diver in swimming. In 1957, Howley was selected as the West Virginia Amateur Atlllete of the Year. 

He was an NfL first·round dmft choice (1958) of the Chicago Bears - only the third Mountaineer select­
ed in the opening round. He played a year and a half in Chicago before bein! sidelined by a serious knee 
injury. Howley was back home in Wheellng wmking at a gas station in 196 when the e~pansion Da!las 
Cowboys traded two dmft picks for him. The e1;-Bear decided to jive it one more try and wound up stllrti11g 
at outside llnebackcr 12 years for the Cowboys, earning a!J-pro aurels sU times. He starred in two Super 
Bowls. The 1971 grune saw Howley inten:ept rn·o pas= and recover a fumble to earn MVP honori; in a 
16-]J loss to the Baltimore Colts. He remains the only player on a losing team to be selected as the Super 
Bowl's mos! valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI over the Miami Dolphins 
by intercepting a Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown, 

Howley is a member of the West Virgmia Sports Writers Association, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls of fame. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete • 1960,J 

Mike Sherwood \Bellaire Higtl School. Class of 1967). This soft-spoken athletic 
grc_at rates with Bel aire •!!~~i"s all-time stalwarts in both football and basketball. 

He quarterbacked the 1 ~ Big Reds to a 9-1 season as a &enior for coach Don Ault. 
It remams arguably one of the best prep grid teams in Ohio Valley historv. Sherwood 
led the OVAC with 20 TD passes !hilt fa!! as he completed 73 of IJO pasSCs for a 66A 
pet}:entage and amassed more dum 1,400 yanh with only four inten;eptions. 

He was just 11.!1 impressive on the hardwood fur lcgenlll!!¥ coach Claire Cribbs. 1l1e 
sweet-shooting 6-1 guard was a two-year starter for the Big Reds and surpassed the 
l ,000-point plateau while earning All·Ohio honors. He averaged 253 points a game in 
leading the Big Reds to a 174 record. As ajunior,hl: averaged 25 points per game, He 
poured in a career-high, and school·recunl, 59 points against Guernsey Street rival St 
John Central. He was also selected for the Ohio North:South Baslu:tball Classic. 

Following his illustrious fll\"P career, Sherwood accepted a football scholarship to West Virginia 
University, Where his father earlier played. After competing 011 !he freshman team, he started at quarterback 
fur three sea.soll!l. As a sophomore, he ~sed fur some 2,{)(Xl yards while eslllblishinj a school record with 
416 yards against rival Pltt, completin~ p of37 passes. fie fimshed the year ranked I th in the nation, aver­
aging 198 passi11g yards a game. The Mmmtaineeri; went 7 •• J that fall. Sherwood led the Mountaineers to a 
25-7 record in his three years, including a JO.] mark and a Peach Bowl win his senior season. He sti!l ranks 
among_WVU career leaders in total offense, passing yards, pass completions and aueml)tl;, TD passes, pass-,. 
ing emciency and completion percentage. He was selected to play III the 1970 Blue-Gray Game and wo11 
the Ira E. Rodi,,ers Award the same year. Sherwood was also selected All-East by UPI in 1970. A member of 
the AU-Time WVU \950·69 Era terun, Sherwood was inducted into the WVU Sports !fa!! of Fame in 1997. 

After graduatio11, he stayed on al WVU and was a graduate assistant for Bobby Bowden and Frank. 
Cignetti. Re went to Belhany Colle9e to ser,,·e as offensive coordinator from 1974-78 under his high school 
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schcxif-s athletic direL10r in 1984 and is currently the high school principal. 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athldc. 1970,J 

John Fi!lit1.(Magnolia High School, 1973). The first OVAC athlete to eamAll·W. Va. 
first team honors in football, baskcihall and baseball also set an NCAA pass receiving 
record nt Marshall University. 

Nicknamed "Fuzzy" because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Eagles' wide receiver· 
defensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass receiving yards his last two seasons and ended 
his career with 81 catches for 1,434 yards and 16 touchdowns in regular season p!ay. In 
his senior =m, Magnolia went 10-2 with a state Class AA nmnerup finish to 
Ravenswood. 

Ile teamed with Magnolia's all-state quarterback Brian Book. to lead the W. Va. All­
Stars to a victory over Ohio in the annual OVAC Al!-Slilr game at Wheeling Island. 

In basketha11, the guard averaged 19 points a game and earned all-state honor. after the Blue Eagles were 
state ~AA" nmnerup to Gary. 

In baseball, the outfielder batted J52 and completed his all-star trifecta with All-Valley, and all•Slllte 
honors in th~ sports. 

R~ruited for football by Marshall, West Virginia, Virginia Tuch, Pitt and Penn State, the 5-11, 175-pounder 
signed early wilil WVU, but opted fur Marahall where he led the Thundering Herd in pass n=iving for four 
straight years nnd set school records with 168 catches for 1,954 yards and 14 IDs. His recl!ption total ranked, 
at the time, eighth among a!l·time NCAA Division I receivers. Starting four years, he set a then-NCAA record 
by catching passes in 42 straight games. He bro~ the mark set hy Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers 
from Nebraska. Automobile bumper stickers supporting the police showed up at Herd games. where they had 
a different meaning. They read: "I Love the Fuzz." 1l1e team C(H.:aptain Wll.!I a two-time All-America honor-

ah~l~;:~;:1> ~~';/:~:i ~t~e::f=u~nfJ:i~f :!1
:: /~o~~'!;t·ln 1985, he Wll.!I inducterl into tile 

Marshall Athletic Hall of Frune. Fi!Hez currently resides in Delaware, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athl,tc. 1os0sJ 

Dee Davis (Wheeling Park High School, Class of J981}.111e first OVAC girls' nth• 
lete to earn firi;t team A!I-W. Va. honors three times set Ohio Valley and smte scoring 
records which remain on the boob after a quarter of a century. Overall, she set throe 
OV and three W. Va. scoring standards. 

A three-year Wheeling Park standout, she scored a school record 1,854 points indud• 
ing 716 for a 325 average as a senior. She was named state "Player of the Year'' and 
captain of 1he Class AAA all-state team for the 1980 season. She scored a school-record 
55 p()ints vs. Weirton Madonna and set a state tournament Class AAA scoring reconl 
w1ud1 remains <ITT the books nfter 27 yc:ars. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East as 
a sophomore in 1978. In two state tournament games that year, she scored 76 points 
indudi11g 13 of 14 free throws. 

Davis led Park to a state Class AAA runner•up spot as a senior when she also charted 104 steals, 7! assists 
am.I 87 rebounds. After die season, she was MVP in the state North-South game where she scored 30 points. 
She earned AU-America mention in Street & Smitil's and Convcrn: magazines. 

At Park., Davis also starred as a pitcher-shonstop on the first varsity softball teams and earned all-state 
recognition frum tlie W. Va, Coaches Association. 

She signed a basketha!l scholarship to Tennessee Tech where she played for two &eaSOIIS before finishing 
her college career at West Virginia University. In !Jer two seasons with tile Mountainecrs,shl: served as team 
co-Captain In 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a college basketball game. In Davis' 
junior seaso11, WVU recorded its second-ever 20-win season with a 20· JO mark. 

She also played basketball with a U.S. A!J.Star team in England and scored ISO points for a 21.4 average. 
Davis has cump!ctcd her 13th year as liead girls' baskethaU coach at her alma mater Park. She has guided 

the Patriots into si:1. state tournaments and won back-to-hack Class AAA championships m 1998~99 nnd 
hcaime the first female to win lite all-sports "OVAC OJ11Ch of the Year" award. Tite Wheeling resident also 
coaches softball. 
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Dick Miller (Athl,tc - 19s0sJ 
Dick Mil/tr (Whee~in Central Catholic Hi_gh School1 Class 1952) was a first-team all· 

state and aU-OVAC ormer in basketball th= strai nt years while (lffilin for the 
Maroon Knishts. Mi ler led Central Catholic to the conference and Wesrv:f~lnia f:!:thouc 
championslups all three seasons, scorinj 1,593 points durif/t a stellar high school i:areer. 
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Knuilits. Contraguenu's recrinl was later toppled by a Central girls' basb:tball great, 
Kayleen Fitzsimmons. Miller also had a game high of 30 pomts in a West Virginia-
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the year. He also was II standout p;rfunner in football and baseball in high schoof. lfe was 
a "T" formation quarterback as a football performer and a shortstqp/pi!Cher on the baseball team. 

Recruited by the University of Wisconsin on a hru;ketball scholarship, Mi!ler was the Badgers' startin!J PQint 
J!:llllffi !or two years. Nicknamed 'The CatN because of his quickness, Dick averaged 19 points per game m Big 
Ten play, toppmg the 30-point mark three times during his career. In 1956, he set a conference record for the most 
consecutive free throws made, converting 29 in a row over two C011SC1..1llive gamell. Miller also =!led 11.!1 a lloor 
leader and defensi\-e player. He was voted as the team MVP his senior year. Although drafted by the New Yod 
Knicks in 1956, Mi!ler chose to play AAU basketball. He was voted to the AAU Aff-America team allcr J)llrtic­
ipating in the National Tournament held in Denver where he led the Milwaukee Allen Bradley Team In a Tourth 
place finish. Mlller played two seru;oll!l with the Phi!!irii Oilers in the National Industrial Basu!ball Lcag11e and 
one season in the 11dewater Bru;ketball Association where he averaged "11. points per game and Willi voted the 

lea'MJ;ierMY}~~~~y=W'isconsin,hittin 333 and layingsecrmd base. Because a shoulder in"ury 
in hi!h scloo1 Umited his throwing ah_ility, he gave up ~l after one season tn concentrate on hasketbaa. 

f is athletic career then continued ma different s~ as he took up handball {four-wall) and in his first xear, 
he won the North and South Carolina Open Sinj!es Championship. He went on to win numerous singles titles 
t~ghout the.Southeast, including two nationa singles age group championships. He finally e!l(Jed his corn· 
pct.Jt1ve career 1n 1996 at the age of 62. 

I, 19fJ6). This all-round athlete starred in four 
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Lance Mehl (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Lance Mehl (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three.sport team captain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl was also an All•Va!ley football linebac~r and baseball first base· 
man as well 11.!1 a center in basketba!l. 

He earned All-Ohio football honors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serving as co­
captain of the 1975 team which wenl 9--1. He played in the Ohio North-South game in 
Columbus and turned in a spark.ling defensive elf on for the South all-stars. 

Recruited by Penn State University for football, lte was cited by coach Joe Paterno 
and defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky as "one of the best inside linebacker.;» ever 
to play for 'Lineback.er u·. 

Mehl was die leading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Nittany Ll(m team which bowed 
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and probably cost PSU from being declared national champion. In that 
game, he led Lion defenders with 17 stops, indudlng 11 unassisted tackles. 

After that junior &eaSOO, he was named the "Man of the Year" by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
and is (me of only three college athletes to receive !hilt honor. 

The PSU defensive co-captain n1so led the Lions in tackles as a senior and earned second team All• 
America ho111111J by 1lie Associated Press and United Press International. 

Mehl was drafted in the NfL's third round by the New York. Jets and played nine yearn before bis career 
was cut short with a recuiring knee injury. 

He was the Jets' leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury.1be Jets' defensive signal-caller 
recorded 172 total tackles {105 solos and 67 assists) in 1984. In 1983, he inten:eptedscven passes and picked 
off 15 career intercepti=. 

Mehl was selected to the Pro Bowl aft.er the 1985 season when he recorded 115 tackles, 43 assists and 
diree pass interceptions. 

After his NfL career ended, he returned to the Ohio Valley and resides in St. Clairsville. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete. 1oso,J 

Brian Swisher (Sistersville High School, □ass of 1982). The 5-7, 145-pound 
dynamo became the fil~t three•time first team All•W, Va. f(xithall honoree in 'Tyler 
County as he led Sistersville High to hack-to-back state Class A championships in 1980 
and '81. 

Swisher led the Tigers to a 13-0 record in 1981 as he set an Ohio Valley and W. Va. 
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 tom;hdowns (receiving, rushing, n:tums) and 
1.56 points. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as state player of the year and 
Wll.!I accorded the Hunt Award as state Lineman of the Year. 

He set season and career pass receiving marks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 39 2 
yards on kickoff returns and 202 yrutls on punt returns. I le also was productive on end-around rushing plays. 

Swisher, who set an OV record by catching passes in 36co11secut1ve games - every game he stafled. His 
career regular season totab were 126 receptions for 2,174 ynlU-'l and 23 TDs. 

He led the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for 1980 {6l!l yards on 47 c.itchcs) and 1981 (906 
yards and 141Ds on 53 receptions). As II sophomore, he landed 26 passes for 582 yards. 

Swisher was a three-time AII-OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as a!l-Wcst Virginia three times. 
In the spring! be competed in trai:k as a JOO and 200•meler sprinter, long _jumper and relay memhcr. He 

wcm eight 111div1dual medals in three stale Class AA meets - a first in the HlO ns a sophomore, six seconds 
and a thinl. and Wll.'l a member of a first place 4xl00 relay team. He tied a state meet AA J(X)..meter reronl 
with a 10.9-second mark in the 1981 trials. 

lie signed a football scholarship with Marsha!] University and played four seasons, including three years 
as a starting wide receiver. He landed 106 passel! from 1982-85 for l /,17 ynrrJs and 14 touchdowns. He Wll.!I 
Marshall's leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and three scores. He also was a Herd !rack 
sprinter. 

Swisher currently resides in Lewis Center, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete- 1990s) 

Joey Galloway {Bellaire High School, Class of 1990). Thill Big Reds' four-sports pcr­
fonner has excelled on the pre11,collegiate and professional levels. 

The men:ll!'l'~heeled wide receiver was an All-Ohio grid.ler for coach John Magistm 
before a sparklin_g career at Ohio Slllle University. After his Scarlett & Gray days, 
Galloway was a first round dmft pick by the Seattle Seahawb of the National Football 

LeaJ:1JOway rewrote the Ohio Valley reconl lxlob f(ll' pus receiving yards with 2,332 and 
touchdown =!)lions with 27. He ended with 108 career catches. The 5-9 expl01iive ~e­
breaker llclped lead the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A football title his junior year, playmg ai, 
interual role in the 9-1 campaign. He landed43 passes fm973 yards and 13 TDs that fall. 
Glllfoway was a three-time AII-OVAC and All-Villley honoree and was lllUlled AU-Ohio second team in Division 
Ill llll a senior. 
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titles u a senior. 
The Bellaire Bullet then took his amazlllg nthletlc skills to Columbus, starring for John Cooper on the grid• 

iron. He was honored as an AU-Bl_g Ten wide receiver as a junior-a season in which he grabbed 47 passes for 
946 yards. His career 1ota1s at Ohio State were !08 receptions for 1,894 yards and 19 TDs. Galloway finished 
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in businas/marl.eting. 

Galloway was the el)Wth overall pick in the 1994 NFL Draft. He played five seasons with the Seahawks, catch­
ing 283 passes for 4A57 ):ards and 37 IDs. In his best season in Seattle, he t'Ol!ared 72 passes for 1,{149 yards 
and 12 TDs. He left Seattle for the Dallas Cowboys and is now a member of the Tampa Bay BIIC(,'alleer.l. 

Class 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ron Mauck (OVAC 'Family') 

Ron Mauck (Bridi.!eport High School, Class of 1958). Educator, administrator, com­
munity leader. Maudi: has been dln:ctor ofth~ OVAC Wrestling Tournament, one of the 
~thigh school event.oi of its kind in the entire country, siru:e 1979.11iis highly-re!!ard­
ed championship was renamed as the Roll Mauck OVAC Wrestling Toumameut in :!oo6. 

A pupil of the late George Knvalick, an OVAC Hall of Farner and considered to be the 
patrian:h of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also established the confer-=~ !tli1e'w1~~ti~l~~;~ ~~r~~~-n!;e~~hes~:i:a; 
volunteer on the ~for NAIA and NCAA Division II championship_s (hosted by West 
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Star Football CiasJlic. He WIili assistant ~ director and later served as game director from 1993 throuclt 1998. 

The Bridgeport High and West Liberty State Col!e!e graduate, who earned his master's in safety education, 
began his teacl!ing and coac:hing career 111 1965 at fo lansbee High School where he started the school's van.i­
ty wrestling program and coached the school's only individual state champinn (Lon Daly). While al Follansbee, 
Mauck coached"John Craig, a first-time wrestler as a senior in 1965 who went on to become an All-American 
at West Liberty and later was one of the im:a 's outstanding coaches before becoming an adcnlnistrator. When the 
consolidated Brooke High School o~ed in 1968, Ron WIIS named lo coach the wrestling team where he tlltored 
the Bruins' first West Virginia lllllt champ in Jim Snddoth. Before retiring after a 34-year career ln edui:ation, 
Mauck served Brooke WI director of the school"s Driver's Education Department, Physical Plant Director, 
Assistant Athletic Director and Athletic Director. In addition to having_ ihe OVAC Wrestling Tuumament 
renamed In his honor, Mauck also was presented the "Mr. Mat" Award 111 1985. He was named the W. Va. 
Wrestling Coaches Man of the Year (1987); and received recognition awards from the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club (198.5 a11d 1997); W. Va. Athletic Director of the Year (1995). Mauck tw= was selected 
Warwood Lions CitiZell of the Year, winnerof the H.V. Corcoran, Sr. Award (200 I) and a member of the Brooke 
County Wall of Fame (2006). He is ~t president of the W, Va. Safety Associatinn, the Bridgeport Alumni and 
Warwood Junior High Athletic Associatinn. 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coaches) 

Paul "Bud" Billiard (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1959). Head coach at Brooke 
High School for 23 seasons (1979-2001) where he compiled a record of 185 wins, 79 
defeat.oi and l tie. During this span, Billiard's Bmins won three West Virginia Class 
AAA state championships - 1985, 1987 and 1990. His 1987 and '90 powetbouses 
recorded perfect record seasons and'both were nationull_y ranked. The 1987 team fm­
lshed 25th in the country while the 1990 squad ended up 11123rd place. In 1994,Brooke 
also ended the ciunpaign with a 10-0 record but lost in the state playoffs. Fifteen of his 
23 Bruin teams partidpated in tl1e post-season playoffs and seven made the state cham-
pionship game.Also, Billiard coached the green and gold to seven OVAC Class AAAA '-·," 
Division championships. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star 
Football ~es and in three West Virginia North-South Games. He was among the founding members und 
past president of the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association for whom he also was chainnan of the 
group"s annual awards dinner. He also assisted in organizing the OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights. 
Billiard's Brooke coaching career also included eight yearn as an assistant in footbnll, two years as a wrestling 
W1sistant, six years as head wrestling coach and three years us head tmd:: coach. Prior to Brooke, he spent 
four yearn WI an assistant in football at Wheeling Central, two years as a volunteer assistant in wrestling and 
three :r= us head track coach. 

While attending Wellsburg High School. he played four years of football and lettered three years, serving 
as team captain in 1958. He played baseball three yearn, e.aming two letters. At West Uberty State College, 
Billiard was a four-year varsity lettennan in football playi11g on both the offensive arul defensive lines. After 
his junior season, he earned fin;t-team A!J•WVIAC laun:ls. 

Among his awards are: Ohio Valley, OVAC and Wtst Vuginia Coach of the Year; Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Man of the Year: Qui Hnmlll Coaching Award; S1et1benvil!e Moose Lodge Cciach of the Year; 
West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Footbnll C.oaches Hall of Fame inductee; 
H.V, Corcoran Sr,Awu.rd for the Brooke football prognm bringing national attention to the Ohio Valley; and 
a 2005 recipient of the West Virginia Athktic Coad= Association ·s Retired Coaching Awartl. 

58 

Matt Gaudio (Athlete • 1990,) 

Matt Gaudio (Brooke High School, Class of 1991). l11is fluid athlete dominated 
the West Virginia prep hartlwood as he was a four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He conduded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. Va. "Player of 
the Yeaf" as well as the Gatorade state ~Player of the Year" in 1991. The 6-7 forward 
paced Brooke to records of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 nnd 18-7 for a four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudio was a two-time all-state Class AAA honoree and twice named to the all­
state tournament team. He averaged 17.9 points and JO.I reboumill as a sophomore 
and followed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm as a junior while 
averaging 11 rebounds. 

Gaudio capped his superb prep career with a bri!liant senior campaign. He averaged 24.3 point.oi nnd 
grabbed 13.4 rebounds to repeat llll All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-W, Va. honon; while being accorded 
honorable mention All-America. He WIiii the fin;t Bruin to earn fin;t team all~state in boys' basketball. 
Gaudio surpaSlled the 1,000 mark in career points ( 1.874) and career rebounds (I.I 08), both Bruin records. 

He opted to continue his w:ademic and athletic career al Penn Stale Univen;ity, where he Willi plagued 
by chronic back problems which required surgery. In spite of the medkal woes. Gaudio eudnred to turn 
in a solid career. During his n::dshirt sophomore season, he averaged 9.4 points and 4,7 rebounds a game 
and was named redpient of the Lo11 Lamie Most Inspirational Player Award. 

The following year, he served as student ussistant coach while completing his liberal arts degree with 
an emphasis on architecture. He returned to play us a senior and was second on the team in scoring with 
a 13.1 averaged while co!lected 6.4 rebounds a game during a 21-7 record season. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'F=lly') 

Cal Gif{"m (Belluire High School, Class of 1947). One of the legendary fignres 
involved m the sport of high school track and c:ross country in the OVAC. 

During his Ji years employed as a teacher um! coach in the Bellaire City School 
District, Giffin was one nf the founden; and the dim.int of the famed Bellaire Relays. 
During its 52-year history, the Bellaire Relays attraL1ed many of Ohio's greatest athletes 
to the Nelson Field. At one time, the Bellaire Rela}'ll Wll.'I recognized us the second­
largest track event in the Buckeye State. His te-.cms won five OVAC and district Ir.id: 

~~~P1f~!J1J:f~~;~~ ~g!!; !~~t~~:!:hi~ ~!t:i~i:r~~=t meets.Also 
Giffin's time-consuming wotk and contributions to the Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference im:lnded a tenn as ~sident (1973-74) and commi!lsioner of the football and basketball officials. 
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Athletic Board, 1he Ohio High School Coaches Association, the Ohio Football Coaches Association and the 
National Collegiate Tr.tck and Field Coaches Association. He was voted into the Ohio State Track Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1972. Giffin was presented two awards of merit from the OHSAAand, fol!owlng his death in 
1975, he was seleded for a posthumous Alumni Achievement Award by West Liberty State College. Giffin 
served the Eastem Ohio Coaches Association as president us well !IS being the state vice president for the Ohio 
Association of Track Coaches. 

Athletically, Cal was a three-sport lettennan (football, basketball and track) at Bellaire H!j,lh- He played on 
the firEt Blg Reds' football tewn to win an OVAC championship (1946). He ulso plat_ed III the Ohio-West 
Virginia AU-Star Football Grune in 1947. Oiffin's career also led him to the Martin!! 1'erry School District 
where he was the supervisor of elementary and secondary education. From there, he became the principal of 
St. Clairsville High School and later served as superintendent of the St. Clairsville-Richland School DJStrict. 
He received his B.A. in Education from West Uherty In 1951 and his Master of Arts Degree in school admin­
istration from WVU in 1967. 

Boyd Nelson (Media) 

Boyd Nelson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1945). Nelson spent 41 years as a 
phlllographer with The 1inws &:wkr in Martins Ferry. Fellow staffen wid friends 
have called him a pioneer, 11 legend and, perhaps, the greatest j;oodwill ambassador 

~~l~~~J~~Zi~s~\~~JJ~~~~tl~~1ifih~~arc=~ 
Nelson, 11 qniet, 111U1ssuminl! man, let his camera do his talking for him. No assign­

menl was too big nnr too memal for Nelson, who had the opportnnity to take pictures 
of seven U.S. presidents from Harry Truman though Ronald Reagan. Nelsou chronl• 
cled nearly every major hap?:ning throughout the Ohio Valley and wus a familiar 
and much-welcome face at high school, college and pmfasional games and matches ' 
from the start of his career in the late 1940s until his retirement in 1988. As was pointed out nt the time of 
his death in 2003, there wasn't a gymnasium,football field or baseball diamond in 11,e Times Uader3 cov­
erage area where Nelson didn't t-aprure the elploits of athletes of all ages and uhilitie:1. Among the futnre 
prnfCllsional greats he covered included basehull hall of famers Phil Niekro and Blll Mareroski; basketball 
hall of famer John Havlicek, Joe Niekro, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Douglas and 
Allan Homyak.just a to mention a few. 

Boyd's devotion to his work also made him a role model and an inspiration to aspiring and seasoned pho­
tngraphen; alike. Nelson shunned the limelight throughout his life despite the urgings of co-workers and 
admiren to enter his pictures in stalewide competition. As a result, he WIIS bypassed for many awards that 
euslly would have come his way. However, Umted Press International began prescnling awards to newspa­
per and magazine photographers in the early 1970s and tlie very first honoree was none ndier than Boyd 
Nelsou, When The Times Uad,:r published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was dedi­
cated to Nelson,a lifelong Belmont Coun~ resident. He began his career following a stint in the U.S. Navy. 
He served a stint in tl1e Philippines dunng_ World War II. After retuming home, Nelson attended Ohio 
University for a year. However, after beln~ hired as a summer intern by The 11mes Leader, he never returned 
to college and made photography his Hfeume prnfession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Coa,hes) 

Richard "Le/if' /lull (Barnesville High School, Class of 1959). Hall was one of 
the most successful two-sport coaches (basebal!/go!O in OVAC history, compiling 11 
whopping 1,116 victories over a 34-ycar span. 

He began his baseball coaching career at Powhatan High School for a year before 
taking the same post at St. Clairsvi!le High School. In his 33 years with the Red 
Devils (1969-200] ), his teams amassed an outstanding 515-320 record. 

With "Lefty" calling the sbot.oi from the dugout, St. Clalrsvi1le won seven OVAC 
chanipionships and made five Ohio High School Athletic Association regional tour­
nament appearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devils advanced 
to the state tournament "Final Four" in 1997. St. Clairsville also won five Eastern Ohio Baseball League 
titles under Hall's guidance. 

Hall as named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and ret-eived the same accolade from the Eastern 
District three times, J 990, 1995 and 1997. He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno All-Star 
Series in 1997. A true baseball ~junkie," Hall wus inducted into the Ohio High School Baseba!l Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1996 and wus niuned the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame "Man of the Year" in 1999. 

Hull cOllChed six players who signed professional baseball contracts, the list including Gerry Craft, 
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dudek. 

In golf, "Lefty" coached St. Clairsville for 27 years (1974-WOO), finishing with a 601-123 record. He 
had three nnbeaten tea111s and also tutored three squads !hat advanced to the Ohio state tounmment. The 
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf championships. 

Hall, a life-long resident of Barnesville, lettered in baseball iUUl track whlle perfonning for the 
Shamrocks. He graduated from Ohio University. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pngh (Official,) 

H\Jnrn "Noolck" Pugh (The Llnsly School, Clas/I of 1920). The Wheeling bland 
resident who dkd in 1983 at the agi: of BI served ll1e coaching and officiating profession 

"A:'~1 ~c~r ~:t ~~r~c::r:iri::i;N~'P=for over 40 yem. In 
football ill) worked in both high school and college, including the West Virginia 
Jntercodefiate Athletic Confcrenet: and West Virginia University, i'itt and Pe1111 State. A 

:s:Fo493T~ {WM~~ ~·,~~c~f~l=i~~~sc~~I ;:.~cr=fg~j 
tournament, his partnera being Judge Paul Camilletti the first yeararu! Oink Westfall the 
second_year. Pugh nnd John Gott of Bluefield blew the whlsile for all 11 games of the 
first WVIAC tournament held in 1935 at Fainnont. Pugh served as president ofooth the 
Ohio Valley Boan! of Football and Basketball Officials. He also was the referee of the famed Bellaire fw;lays 
for many years and was later named as the meet's hunorarv referee. He was also honored for his servke by the 
Shadyside ~lays and the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission. Pugh conducted officinls' 
clinics in several sports and wrote II newspaper series on officiating. Pugh also was a Red Cross instructor in water 
safety and life-savmg for over 50 ycius. In tus youth, he was recognized as a tri•state diving champion nnd was 
known to many people in Wheclmg for diving off the Suspension Bridge into the Otuo River. He performed 
that feat for the first time Oil Labor Day during 'the state fair beld when he was a teenager. He ~ted that dive 
Oil several other occasions dllring hb youth. He coached swimming at his alma mater 1be Llnsly School for 
n=ly three decades, guiding the Cadets to 26 OVAC champiomhips, including 25 in a row. 

Pugh was also a tremendous athlete, especially as a football player. He attended Alderson-Broaddus College 
in Plullppi for two years nnd Flayed foottiall before transferring to Davis & Elkins College where was a stellar 
fll!lback lllld center fur Hall o Fame Coach Cam HemlelWII. Smee eligibility rules never really ei;istcd in those 
days, Pugh played four years at D&E,.His mmmunlty service included 15 years as Wheeling's Recreation 
Director. 1wo terms as Ohio Coul)ty _Sheriff nnd six years as an Ohio County Commissiolle!. Pugh was induct­
ed into the West Virginia Sf!Dl!'l Hall of Fame (1980), the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Prune (1984) and 
now the Ohio Valley Ath\euc Conference Hall of Fame. 

Phil Niekro (Athlete - 1950,) 

PhU Niekro (Bridgeport High School, □ass of 1957). TI1e Baseball Hall of Farner got 
his athletic start with the Bulldogll where he was a three-sport performer. Besides base­
hall, he was a football end and basketball forward and a teammate offel!ow OVAC Hall 
of Pamer John Havlicek. 

Nicknamed "K1111cksie" because of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he learned 
from his father, Niekro was II fm1r-yeaf Bulldog pitcher with a 17-1 career record, His 
only IOS!I was 1-0 to TIitonsville in 1954, his freshman ycaf, when fellow Baseball and 
OVAC Hall ofFamer Bill Mazeroski hit the game-winning home run. The 1955 Bulldog 
team shared the East Ohio League title with Martins r,erry. In a 9-4 Ohio sectional tour­
nament win over St. John's, Niekro won the game in relief nnd belted a two-run single. Bridgeport, however, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, 11 t= twice defeated by the Bulldogs. In 1956. Niekro and the Bulldogs 
defeated Steubenville Central, 7-1, in she Class A district tournament nfter sectional wins over Barncsvllle BOO 
St. Clairsville. Bridgeport bowed to East Llveipool in the district finals. As a senior, Niekro tossed a four-hit­
ter and struck out JO in a 4•2 win over Steuhenvllle Central fur the OVAC Ohio-side title. He earlier hurled an 
8-2 win over East Llveipool in the Class AA district semifinals. Unbeaten Stellbenville Central halted 
Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals. 

Niekro, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion team and Blaine in the smnmer Twllight League, was 
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a $500 bonus at a 1958 nyout camp ln Bellaire. 

In 1964, he started a 24-yeaf major league career widi the Braves, New York: Yllfllles. Cleveland Indians 
and Toronto Blue Jays. fie had a 318-274 career n:cord while appearing in 864 games and striking out 3~142 
battel"!l,eighth on the all•time charts. He hurled a no-hitter and won five Gold Gloves Wld was muned to five 
All-Star teams. The Braves honored him by erecting a bronze statue in front of their home stadium and, in 
1997, he Wll3 inducted into the Baseba!l Hal! of Fame. He resides in the Atlanta area. 

Bob Hummel (Athlete - 1960,) 

Rob Hummell (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966). This 6 fi. 3 J!JllllU was a 
=ring machine for Mollndsvil!e High School before taking his vast hoop talents to West 
Virginia Univernity. 

Hummell finished his stellar four-year prep career with 1,941 points, good for a 22.6 
per game average. That average still rank.s sbth among Class AAA playcrn in the state. 

His senior year was one for the reconl book.sat the Marshall County school. He poured 
in 897 points in 25 games for a 35,9 average, which b tied for the highest average in 
Class AM archi\!Cll. 

Moreover, his scoring nntics translated into team success as Moundsville finished as 
state runnerup in Class AAA, the school's first state final since 1920. Hummell torched 
Richwood for 45 nlllfkt:rs in the state semifinal game. He established the Moundsville single-game scoring 
ml!fk with 53 points in a win against Follansbee. Hummell wascbosen as the West Virginia "Player of the Year" 
hy the Morgantown Touchdown Club while also being named captain of the Oass AAA all-state team, all­
OVAC and Scholastic Coach AU-America. He also was a top-notch baseball player for Moundsville, earning 
second-team all-state honors as a pitcher. 

Following his glorious stay at Mollndsville, Hummell joined the WVU hoop sqllad and he wasted no time in 
making his presence felt. Hummell led the WYU frosh team in scoring with a 242 average, including a 45 -
point outburst ngalnst Maryland and 41 against Duquesnse. In those days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA 
rules from playing on the varsity level. 

He went on to average 12.9, 15.5 and 14.0 points a game the following three seasorn, all of which he served 
the Mountaineers as a starter. Humme!J was the team's captain hi senior season. 

Hummell totaled 1,137 points in his WYU career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time his career 
ended in 1970. he was llil adept free throw shooter, hitting at an 80,7 clip for his career. Hummell - who had 
14 games of 20 or more points - was selected to the 1966-75 all-time WYU hoop team. 

Ed Burgy (Athlete - 1970,) 

!Ed Ruryq (Bellaire High School, □ass of 1971/i' This former Big Reds' star remains 

thewh[k~\:J {i~P ii:::ad!iri:~e~:ire~~? ~;oth~allf~~me Street school, Bil y 
distin~ished himseff as arguably the premier prep basehallJ:fuyer in OVAC annJs. 

:hn:1~i~rnrir~~IIJ~t~~/c:~ !ta~~~ff' ;,rra~~!\iritu~f!! i~i~::::: ~=~~ 
Known for bis ovcT(l!lwering pitching prowess, Bllrgy was also a tremendous shortstop 
and powerflll hitter. Burgy etcl:ted his named m Bellaire High,Ohio Valley and OHS AA ,, 

~~ ~ksrec~J.'~ITfifi~~!t~'i~;eJv~~rs~t:im;ic:,ep~~-e:1 o':iFtJ = , . 
strikeuut mark with 326 (in/'llst 175 inningll) and the single-season strikeout standard of 
128. While possessing near y-unhittahle heat, he also owned great control. The talented right-hander walked 
just 31 batters m his career and went eight straight games without issuing a base on balls. He carved ollt state 
reconls with a min=le 0.13 ERA for a season and an 0.63 ERA for a career. His third OHS AA record was 
for hurling 16 shutoutli. Burgy also set an Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts in a ID-inning no-hiller 
versus River. He was alsn a deadly hitter. Bllrgy owns Bellaire High reconls for hits in a game (6), triples in 
a season (8) nnd career triples (!2). 

Bll!llY also was a stellar, four-year footba!l pc:rfOTTTier for coaches Rudy Sharkey and Jake Olsavsky. He was 
a slashmg running back until his senior season. Olsavsky opted to switch Burgy to quarterback, a move tbat paid 
big dividends. Burny helped guide the Reds to an 8-1-1 season, losing only to Marietta (12-0) while tying 
Wintersville {0-01. 1-le was joined in the backfield by Ron Lee, who went on to fame with WVU and the 
Baltimore Colts. Burgy was a multi-talented hoo115ter. Starting for three seasons, he poured in 1,197 points, a 
total that still ranks seventh on the all-lime school scoring caitl. It was second only to legendary Lee Patrone 
when Burgy hung up the Big Red sneakcr.i. lfo was a first•tcam All-Valley Big School honoree his sophomore 
nndjunior seasons. He exploded in his semor campajgn for a 21.2 per game average. 

Burgy. was a sb:.th-mund draft choice of the New York Mets and spent three years In the Mets' fann system 
first in Virginia fo\!owed by a stop in Pompano (Fla.) nnd Memphis. He had 13 wins in one season and fanned 
20 in ooe game. 
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Bob Gain (Athlete - 1940,i 
Rob Gain (Weir High School, □ass of 1947). An all-time great Oil the high school, 

college and professional levels, he started his football career for the Red Ridel"!I and 
twice earned first team All-OVAC honors as a lineman and was hooored on the I 946All­
W.Va. selections. 

In 1969, he was selected as a 'Modem m· dcfcruiive tackle on an AU-lime Ohio 
Valley football team selected by The Intelligencer newspaper. In 2005, he was honored 
Oil an All-Time W.Va. high school team selected by The Fairmont Times newspaper. 

At Weir High, he was the largest all-state honoree at 6-2, 210-JXmnds and was a two­
way tackle as well as handling punting nnd kickoff duties. His late coacb Carl Hamill 
never singled out his best Red Rider football product but always started his list with Gain, a four-year starter 
Wld his most honored protegtl. 

Gain is regarded as the greatest lineman in Univeniity of Kentucky, where he was a three•time All­
Southeastern Conference bonoree and a two-time first team All-America choice in 1949 and 1950. As a sen­
ior, he woo the Out!Wld Trophy as the nation's outstanding lineman, the first from the SEC so honored, Wld 
one of only t\\'o from the Ohio Valley. The other Outland Trophy honoree was the University of Iowa's Calvin 
Jones from Stellbenville High. Playing for the legendary Paul ~Bear'' Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were 
33-I0-2 in Gain's four seasons and he Willi co-captain of the 10-1 reconl team that upset national champion 
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Gain was the No. 5 choice - the highest ever for an OVAC athlete - in 
the first round of the 1951 NFL Drafi by the Green Bay Packm. However, he opted for Ottawa in the CFL 
before slarting a 12-year NFL career with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was a starter on 
three NFLehampionstiip teams under legendary cooch Paul Bmwn in 1954, 1955 and 1964. 

The Cleveland area resident has been inducted into Bevell Halb of fame - College Football, West Virginia 
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentllcky, Cleveland and Akron Halls and Cleveland 
Browns' Legends Hall. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete - 1950,i 

Lte Palrollt {Bellaire High School,Class of 1956). For 50 years, Patrone was the nil­
time leading career scorer in Big Reds' history with 1,842 points ln three seasons. He led 
Bellaire High to three straight sectional titles with won-Jost marks of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.9 points per game each season. His 27. I point career 
average remains a school reconl. , 

The two-time first team AU-OVAC honoree, nnd an All-Obin first te.am. honoree by 
The Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 caia,'t games over 
20 points, including all 23 as a senior, and he had 28 straight games in which he scored 
at least 20 points, 

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final game while playing with an injured led 
agaimt Martirui Ferry in the district tournament title game. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, whlle surviving a limping 
Patnme's heroics. Earlier, against a Bridgeport learn featuring Basketball 11nd OVAC Hall of Pamer John 
Havlicek, he converted 25 goals. )fa 299 goals in a season remains a school standard. 

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guard enrolled at West Virginia University in 1957 and led 
the 1958 freshman team in scoring with a ZO..poinl nonn. A member of the 1959 NCAA runner-up team led by 
All-American Jerry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoring wilh a 14.2 per game ncmn and was 
named to three all-tournament reruns: NCAA regional, Southern Confrn:rn:e and University of Kentucky. A 
Virginia sportswriter described him as "good enough to be cocky and cocky enough to be good." 

As a senior, he was a third team AU-America honoree by Helms Foundatinn. He ended his career with I ,()2.8 
poiots - then se~enth best in WVU history. 

After graduation, he taught and cooched five seasons at Wintersville High School where his first 1969 team 
went 14-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. After retiring. he relocated to his current home in Florida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete - 1960,) 

Harry Wilson (Stellbenvil!e High Schoo!, C!asll of 1963). Titis former Big Red star 
ranks with the elite running backs in OVAC history. 

His gridiron career at Steubenville was nothing short of spectacular. His ability to 
carry the football took him to a starring role nt the University of Nebraska and a short 
stint with the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles. 

The 5 ft. II, 190-pollnder was also a safety Wld kick returner for Big Red, but 
rushing the football is what Wilson did best. 

He carried the Big Red to a 9-1 mark his senior season, a campaign in which the 
Jefferson County charges pocketed a prized 14-8 win over heralded Massi!loo. Wilson 
paced the Ohio Valley in both rushing yards and scoring with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23 touchdowns. The 
former ,tandard is a modem day school reconl for a ID-game campaign. 

His actiievements garnered him Ohio "Back of the Year'' designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA, 
which was the largest class back then. He was named first team all-Ohio and a Sclmlastic Coach All-American. 
Wilson was almost as dominating his junior year. 1be "Steubenville Stumper" rushed for 1,586 yards and 
scored 28 tollChdowns and 168 points in JO games. He was selected first team all-Ohio by AP as a safety while 
also earning all-OVAC nnd all-Valley lallreb. 

Wilson - who was also nicknamed "Llghthorse~ - enjoyed a sparkling career at Nebraska. He led the 
Comhuskers in rushing his junior and senior seasons, fini11hing his career with 1,702 yards and a stellar 5 .0 per 
carry average. 

He was named unanimous all-Big Eight as a senior 11nd honorable mention AU-America by UPI. He has the 
distinction of playing in three major bowl games -Cotton, Orange and Sugar. 

After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the third round of the 1967 NR. draft by the 
Eagles. He spent three years with the team as a backup running back and kick retllmer. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 1970,i 

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1976). He is at the top of the list 
when it comes to distance running as a four-time Ohio state champion who set countless 
meet, valley and school recon1s along the way. 

In cross country, Smith was a three-time AU-Ohioan (1973, '74 and '75), capturing 
first place at tl1e state meet in both his junior (9:43D) and senior {9:33.4) seasons after 
placing seventh (lll:05D) as a sophomore. His time in 1975 was the state n:conl at the 
time. 

As both a junior and senior, be also finished first in tlie sectional, district, OVAC and 
Belmont County meets and finished undefeated txith yearn. As a sophomore, he Willi 

second in the sectional, district and county meet and third in the OVAC. 
He was a three-time All-Eastem District and A!J.Valley honoree in cross country as well. 
In track, Smith earned All-Ohio slatus two times ( 1975, '76), winning the state championstiip in the two­

mile run both yc.ars. He posted a time of9:l 1.I as a senior nfter winning Jn 9:31.1 Ill a junior. He also placed 
seventh at the slate event as a sophomore {9:39.9). 

He finished first in the sectional and district meets all three years, winning the county event twice and 
finishing as runner-up once. In OVAC meets, he wtm the OVAC one-mile run and finished third in the 880-
yanl run as a senior; and captured the two-mile run Ill both a sophomore nndjunior. 

Smith garnered A!l-Eastem District and AU-Valley laurels three times in track. 
In the two sports at Martins Ferry, Smith was part of four undefeated teams, three sectional Wld diilrict 

championship teams, one OVAC championship team and three OVAC runncr-up teams. 
Smith Wllll also a long-time competitor in most area road races, Including several years as the top local 

runner in the Elby's Distance Race (now the Ogden 20K Classic). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker CAth1e1e - I980sl 

Wendy Bahr (East Llvel'p()(I] High School, Class of 1989). A two.sport standout for 
the Lady Pottcrs, e1.eelling in both basketball und softball. 

On the court, she was a four-year varsity perfonner, becoming the first player in 
school history to exceed 1,000 career points, finishing with 1,127 tallies. As a senior, 
she averaged 21.S points per game. Baker also excelled defensively, posting 291 career 
steals ir1dudiug 135 as a senior. 

As a senior, she was a second team all-Ohio Division I selection who was selected to 
play in the Md>onald'B All-Star Classic in Columbus. She was also OVAC Class 4-A, 
District 5, Division I and All-Col11mbia11a County "Player of the Year''. She was also an 
All-OVAC and All-F.astem District first team choice as a junior und an all-District honor.1ble mention 
pick as a oophomore. 

On the diamond, Baker's career pitching numbers included 49 victories and 22fi strikeouts and ,400-plus 
batting average. Her senior season numbers included a lofty .477 average along with some impressive 
pitching numbers - 19 victories, 117 strih:outs and a 054 E.R.A. She batted .483 us a junior with 32 RBI 
and had 109 pitching wins, registering 109 strikeouts and 11 1.77 ERA. Ii$ a wphomore, she hit .422. 

eater·s softball all-star honors included two-time All-Ohio (first team as a senior, second team as a 
junior); and two-time All-OVAC Class 4-A. 

She attended Wheeling College and played baskelha!l for two seasons, scoring 882 points and posting 182 
51:eaJs during that lime. She gained first team All-West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference hnnors as 
a sophomore after gaining honorable mention as a freshman. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athlde - I990sl 

Jeff Snedegar (Buckye Trail High School, Class of 1995). He put up lofiy 
numbers during hill four-year gridiron career, culminating in his selection as the AP 
AU-Ohio Division V Offensive Player of the Year and finishing as runner-up in the 
voting furOhio•s "Mr. Foolha!l'' aww-d following his senior season. 

A 6 ft. 3, 210-pound four-year lettennan at quurterback and linelnlckr for the 
Warriors, he racked up 7,000 yanls offensively and regilltered 673 tackles on defense. 
He also earned second team All-Ohio follow mg hb sophomore and junior years and 
was a three-time All-&st:em District and A\1-0VAC sefection. 

Ii$ a senior, he led Tr.1il lo its firat and rndy OHSAA playoff appearance (the 
Warriors finished wiUi an 11-2 over,11! reconl, winning two games before losing in the 
Division V state semifinals to Wellsville). TI1at year, he passed for what was then a school reconi 1,769 yanls 
while rushing for 1,621 yanls for a combined total of3,390 yards. He participated in 212 defensive stops as 
a senior. 

Snedegar was also II three-year lettennau in basketball (he didn't play as a junior), finishing fourth 011 
Trail's all-time scoring list with 834 points and thin! in career rebounding with 561. He averaged 16.1 ::i"!iFo~~~ as a senior, earning special mention AP All-Ohio as well as first team All-Eastern District 

The 2000 Buckeye Trail Hall of Fame inductee went on to a stellar career at the University of Kentucky 
( 1996-99), earning four lettem as an outside linebacker. As a freshmall, he had 42 tackles, started three games 
and was named the outstanding special teams' player and he followed that up wltb 97 tackles as a sopho­
more. Snedegar had 63 tackles and four sacks as a junior, helping Kentucky lo an Outlnlck Bowl berth where 
he recorded 11 tackles in a loss lo Penn State Unlveraity. In Ins final year at UK, he had 84 tackles, four sacks 
and two h1ten:eptions, camiog him defensive MVP houOill. He was selected lo the All-Southeast Conference 
sqlllld and was named to the All-Amcrk.m Fann Football Team by Successful Farming Magazirn:. 

Snedegar was signed by the Miumi Dolphins of Ute NFL in 2000 as 1111 undrafted free agent. 
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Nick Bedway CMro1ttJ 
Nick 8t!dll'tl1 (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 19'.!li). One of the area·s most 

ven;alile and prolific uewspaper sport, joumalists for fo'e decades, hi: has been on the scene for 
nwm:ruus OVAC events since 1960. 

After attending West Liberty State College for one year, he joined the Whee!lng News-Register 
11.u1 copy boy in 1960. Luter that year, hi: joined The lntel!ig~ncer staff 11.sa sportswriter. In 1%7, 
Bedway joined the News-Rcgistt:ntaff headed by Bill Van Home and was promoted to Associate 
Sport, Editor in 1971. BOOway beclllne N-R Sports Editor in 199~ and Willi uamed Executive 
Sports Editor of The lntelligcncer/News•Regiater in 20CX), a position he held until he retired in 
2005. Ile authored daily and Suialay ru:wspaper rol11111ns entitled ~Nick's Notebook" and also 
wrote rolumns tm = golf, bowling, rollege sports, outdoors and the Wheeling Nailcrs' hockey 
team. The OVAC media guide was dedicated to Bedway in 1999. He served as CO•publicity din:ctor nfthe OVAC Rudy 
Mumley AU-Star Game from its inception in 1972 1111til 1990. Bedway also served as the OVAC Slllndlngs' statistician in 
football, boys and girls basketball and baseball for lllil"' tlum 25 years. 

Bedway served ooe teon in 1977 as pn,sidenl of the W. Va. Sports Writers Association and n:ceivcd the Gene 
Morehm1se Awanl in 1990 ffTim the <J[Jsanization. He was inducted i1m1 the Ogden Newspapers WK Classic Hall of Fame 
in 2006 and the Media Wing of the Ohlo Baseball Hall of Fame ia 1996. He twice was selected to serve as the Honorary 
Referee for the W. Va. Super Six Class AA state championship fo<Jlball gumcs heW at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Bedway was the inaugural recipient of the Father Jahn Les!,:r Awanl for a lifetime of support to local •pons and youth 
of the Ohio Valley and =il'l!U the Spirit and Leadmhip Award from the Upper Ohio Valky Dapper Dan Oub. He aloo 
has n=ival awanls from the Wheeling Soccer Associatl(m, A!legh<:ny Mountain District U.S. Tennis A11soclatiun, 
Wheeling Post I American Legi<m Baselr.ill Team, Ogkl,;,y l'arli: Meu ·s Golf Oub,and th<: Ohio Valley Go!f Association. 
A f""II nll<!llher of the Whc:cling Hall of Fame Conunlttee and current member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 
Betlway also is active with the Wheeling Llnns Club and rcccived, in 2005,the Leonanl Jam.'11 Awanl, th<: hii;hcsl Lion 
boom bestnwcd in West Vi~inia. Currently the chaptersecrclllfy and Bnml of Di=ton' member, lie has !ilaVcd u· media 
relations director, chnpti,rpresident, firnt vice-president arul Tail Twister. Manied 45 YL-aB to the f<lnlJef Judy KB!OM, the 
Bedways had fow-childmt and have live grandchi\dreu. 
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Dennis Swearingen (Athlete ~ 1980s) 

Dennis Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1982). He earned 10 
varaity letters in four spons, making his biggest mark!! in football lllld basketball. 

In football, he was a three-year lettem11111 as startin~ J\Wll1erback/defensive back, 

:~~~1bl1~!Set ~:'."foc~i~~ls~~~s~~ ~ l:i1J!1~~~\~~~ 
~:1::tot ~~egtc~~~~s~lte~~ ~~w~~~:·J~,w:nc,1W~tJt~J~1~~ 

~:~;;~i·~:~~111giu~~l~~k~X~~~UJfs= Clasar:AA ~111~ 
Valley honors twice, Following his senior season, Swearingen was named 11 
~~g~~~ C~tA~t.s1~ii:;:f f:!:w~hio Valley Dapper Dan Club special honoree and partldpated \rl 

In bash:lha!l, Swearingen was II three-year starter and 1,000-R()int can.>er scorer IIJld he was a key mem­
ber of Ferry's squad which posted a 20-5 reconl and advanced lo the Ohio Class AA regional finals in AU1ens 
in 1982. Scoring 14.7 points per game as a senior, lie was nwned first teamA\1-0VAC Class AAA(captaill), 
All-District 12 and All-Valli as well us second team AIH:astem District Class AA. He played ill both the 

~~ fi~~ ~z1itl~ c!t~::e~t~ it~~7ft~nu;n~~tu!~
11
8ifui~1gC~sTA ':ni 

thin! tcwn All-Valley. 
Sweuringen also was a three-year letterman in baseball, earning All-OVAC Class AAA honors twice.. He 

also lettered in tr.ick as a senior. 
Swearingen wen! on lo a stellar four:year football career at Ohio University, graduatlng in 1986 and posi­

tioning himself m the top five on the Bobcats' all-time passing list in 10 categories (thmugh 2005). He is 
sei:oni.l ill pass atlemp_ts ma game (57) IIJld season (383); thin! m pass compleuons for II game (31) and sea­
son (195) as well as TD passes for a season (13); fomili in yards El!5Sing for II game (355), sellSOll (2,056) 
and career (3.267) as well as pass attempts (569) a11d completio11s (]12) fora career; and fifth in career pass­
ing yards {3,267). 

Bill West (Athlete -1990s) 

BillJ We.tt (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made his bigg!:.!it 
impact on the football field, earning All-Ohio honom three times, including twice as a 
first team selection. 

West also was a three-time All-OVAC selectiou (1990, '91 and '92) and a three-time 
All-Easu.-m Distri~1 pick (first team in '91 and '92, second team in '90). lie also par• 
ticipated in the Rudy Mumley/OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic fol!owing his 
scmor season. 

After starting as a freshman at Buch:ye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite 
missing two-plus games due to injury, he put up some ultra-impressive numbers at the 
newly--ronsolidated Buckeye Local High SchooL 

He finished with what still stands as a school-rcconi 4,658 yanls, iucluding a siugle-season effort ofl ,846 
yards as a senior. He also bad 1,719 yams as ajuniOf and 1,()93 as a sophomore. He also owns six of the top 
seven individual gaJ11e rushing rcconls ut Buckeye Local, headed by a whoppiug 335-yanl game against 
Martins Ferry in 1991 (second all-time). 

West scon.>d 352 points on the gridiron, including 152 in his final i;eason. 
During his three yean; with the Panthem, the team compiled a 28-4 combined n.'Conl (9-2 in 1990,10-1 in 

1991 and 9-1 in 1992), making the playoffs twke and narrowly missing on a third. 
West also lettered three years ln tnu:k and two in basketball for tl1e Panthers. 
He was u four-year lcttennan at the University nf Pittsburgh, starting for three years and earning AU-Big 

East "Offensive Pillyer of the Year" honors as a sopbmnoni (1994) after replacing All-American tailback 
Curtis Martin in game two and rushing for 1,358 yards, fifth nu the all-time siugle-season ru5hlng list. A 
Panthertri-captain as II senior, West finished as the school's fourth all-time leading rusher with 2,803 yanls. 

Donna Joseph (OVAC 'Family') 

Dm111a Joseph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC 
tn1ck and cross country community for three decades, she also coached girls tmck lllld 
boys lllld girls cross country at alma mater Shadyside High School from 1983-98, 

A registered trnck and cross country official for 30 years, she started working Cal 
Giffin OVAC Tr.ick Meets in the early 1970s and cootinues to sen·e 11s director of 
the Class A-AA meet, 11 position she started in the mid-1980s, 

She currently is chairperson of the OVAC Track Committee with over 15 Yel!fli on 
the boanl and is co-chairperson of the OVAC Cross Country Committee wiU1 over 
20 years of service with the group. 

A recipient, along with husband Butch Joseph, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she also 
h!IS been active with the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country Coaches. 

She is presently the secretary 1111d membershi11 chairperson of the OAT&CCC and serves on the 
Executive Board of the statewide organization. Donna and Bntch handle the registration for the annual 
track clinic attended by an estimated 1,700 coaches. 

She served as Meet Maru1ger for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event at Ohio 
Wesleyan College and also served as Ohio coach when the meet was contested in lndiannpolb, Ind. The 
Josephs were awarded the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC. 

Besides trnck nnd cross country, Donna ulso has served on the committees lllld worked the annual S3111 
Mumley OVAC Basketball All-Star games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC football AJl"Star games. She 
11\so assisted with the OVAC Volleyball Tournaments w1d team standings. The 1%4 Shadyside High 
graduate earned herde1,<ree from Ohio State University in 1968 and hermnster·s degree in 1983 from Ohio 
University. She was a mathematics instructor at Shadyside from 1968-98. 

Earl Klevins (Officials) 

Earl Kfrrin1 {Warwood High SchcK>l. Class of 1934). One of the Ohiu Valley's most 
promine111 football and baskl:tball officials during a 35-year <:arecr from 1938 10 1973. 

Klevins attended Wheeling High &hoot for oue and a half years b<.,fore t.ansferring to 
Warwood High, fmcn which he gr.1duated in 1934. He played high school basketball at both 
schools. 

Earl attended Bethany Colkge where he played football and basketball along with com­
peting in track uuder legendary coach Juhn Knight. 

Klcvins officfatcd in his lim basketball game in 1938 It( the Madison gymrnt5ium. The 
opponents on that =ion were Wheeling High and Bridgeport and his officiating parlllcr 
ww, llllother OVAC Hall of Fame member, the late Walter Hci!. Thilly-five years later when he hung up his 
whistle, Klevins had offid:itcd iu more than 1,300 basketball games und 570 footbu!l gllll1es m! the high school and 
collegiate level. 

Along with serving as an OVAC official, Klc,·ins offidaa..i games in the Southern Conference, the West Virginia 
lntereolkgiate Athletic Conference and at muny uther colleges in the tri-slllte an,a. 

He also played pmfcssiunally with the Whc:cling Blues basketball team and was a lung-time participant in local 
independent \<!llgues llll<i toumanieuts. 

Kle,·in• WWI a long•time standoul on the area tennis ronrts, wi11nlng mimy local, regional t1Ild national mumu­
ments. In 1975, Earl a:ud his partuer won the United Stat~ nalional doubles title i11 the 75-lllld up ai;e bm:lu:t.1he 
mumament was held in Myrtle Beach, SC At age 45, he won the West V'llltluia stnte singles title nnd k:uru:d with 
the late Loran Mercer for doubles honors in their age g!Dllp. Earl also won numerou, Oglebay Park Tcimis Club 
championships thmugh his mid-BOs at which time he n:tin,d from rompctltive ltnnis. 

The comminee fortbe Samuel A. Mum!ey OVAC 6asktball Clas~ic presented Klevins with the Robert"Bohby" 
Daw= Officials Award. Earl and his wife Lucy haVIO l=n murried for more than 70 Y=• They raised three 
children: Earl Jr .• Judy and Robe:rt. They have bc:cn b!cS$00 witli four grandchildren and live grenl gramlchildreu. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (Coad>osl 

S- AM] (Wbeellaa Hipl School, Cbu ol 19511). The~ coach ID Ohio Valky 
Jii&h .:bx.I OOj'l' bMkdt.iJ litiuy w\th 611 wjm mu I J9..ycat area.Andy aupasxd a 
mud~ by d\ldl:1" OVAC fWI of fame lroiacte0 Rldwd L "Did.~ Potts. 

Az.dy'1heMl~=--in:lwalt'MlR:1:1DWIIFrueysbolJ(O.)HJ&hScb:,ol(l964-
196t,), lrffl'I :i--- at Wbecllna Hl&h Sdi!iol (1~1976) -1 the lat 30 yean ll Wbcdln1 
Put Hi alt Scbccl ( 1976-.:2006). 

Secaid an-t1me rr. ~ Ill 'Wed VllEinlll'• big IChool c1a11,Andf1 lel:llll MJll 11va, 
0-.AMIIW!lcdmmpicmh:lps (197611 Whecll11& ffidi, ]9111.u,J 199S II Wbedina Pm). 
The 199, mte flu] wu on,: of the mo,n,nble dll:mptOub!p p:rra In W.Va. boy.' mskdball 
tl\ltrsy III Andy'1 Pmku drlcak:d BedJey Woooiuw Wliot 99-96111 a trlple-ovatinr; ma­
oopl=. 

H8 allo bad me~ Pllriot m:pml finil,h III th!, mll! TIIMl:t"~ (19']7) 11-.1 four san:l:fiMllst atlll (198!, )990, 
1998 aoo 2COJ). Andy COi!d"cd In 922 pmct 111d bis dubs~ ,mJy llwee losing~- Unda bl:s li=tlon, 
Wheclln& ffii/1 Jlld Whcdiug Pm. qualified for 1:11 OVAC mud 20 lt.11:: ~-In 37 )'al'.:I II illl! ""'° O!tlo 
Catn:fy ICbooll,Andy pmduccd 31 l:diona.l dmnpioowp b2ml, 2ll ~ au,, lltliltl md sil Ob!o Valley Athk:tk: 
Como:i= d.Msloo peiin,iot wlmen. 

'Ibrooih moil ofhb ~. th: Who:clin!: WildcatJ 111d Parlr. Patrlotl dootlnllcd 1hclr rl,,.b, la the conf=, win• 
~ 78 pe,ttnt ofiholr p1ne1 aplmt OVAC ~-They WO amm.lly played a IChcdulc lhll lnclwed IIWlY of 
th:: top~ lffl'l"l:J'I ill the awe. Andy COlciJcd fcu \'mt V~ Pbya-uf~ Year mn1ouu 111d hml 31 play­
en eim colleie icho1u:mil"', locludilg RVcnl. Dl~Woo I llalwwta. 

He twice wu boncm.111 daeOVAC COl'lcll oflhc Yen(l976 m:I Im). In 2004, llll wn a:elttuid u !he Uppa- CXuo 
Vlllley ll!,pJ,ol- Dao Club's Co-Mall of the Yearalonj wllh MOllrol! Cami u.di hy Cirrom.. bl 2fm b,c was th!, 
rtclpiclil r:Llhe Earl Habafield a:.t.e.' Ainnl pr=Ked lry th:: ainnmlW dln:dln,111be 111ooa1 Smu:I A. MtJmley 
OVAC 8mctball Ottric. A 19:58 ~ of WbcellDa Hl"1 Sclu:il, Andy grw:l.l,dr,J fnin We5t Ubeny Sll>e 
Colkgc 1111963.He ,,., 1bmutball mra:rl:lld lctknnlnli bodl M:booo. 

Joe Fortunato (Athlete -1940,J 

Jw FurouwD (MiDjo Hie}I School, Clas, of 194&). A nine-time ldterwinna lo 
three lfl(lrt5 m Mingo {football, bmktbel.l aoo bascbalf), be was an An-Ohio ¼lky 
Athktic CDllf=oce pafomicr a. roolbal] and ~I pbycr. 

Fortunato enrolled M Vlrgin.la Military lnstltt&, but transfmetl to Mmwlppl Stsll 
when the Keydru' bead COICh Sllcl:. MMoo acr:epted the job with the B~. At 
Mwii:slppl Stale, Fortunato bccmtm an All-SoutbcUlrm Confc:m:ice fullbilck-ll:ne­
bocm. 

The hooorable mrntlon Afl-Amerial pa-former led t-.fuswlppi Stale In rmbing and 
had• gmu: high of 169 yards ngalnst North TeMJ St.lte. 

Highlight of hi., colleg!Me ~ occ-u.=i when the Bu\Jdogs defeated llllimal dwnpioo TennelJCe 7-
0. \'olunt=' Coach Ckncnil Tom Neylmd rnJ.st:d Fortum1o after the i~ by calling him ooe of the 
~ playcn hi1 teroru at Te:nueuee had ever fiiced. 

Fonuna!O wa drafted In the !>t\.'CJllb rnun:I by the Ollcago Bears, but pbyed ooe ICll50ll In the Canadian 
u:llguc bcforr 1iiJ1llli wilb the NatlooaJ Football i..a.gue L:am. 

He !ibrta:I Ill linebr.ckcr fOT 12 = (1955-1966) wW1 the "Momteni of the Midway" and WM oamed 
firn team All-Pro thrtt time:, IUO!li with being M:iated fO£ the Pro Bowl m live occulom. The def=iV0 
captain of the~.,,,. abo captain of the Inst Pro Bowl temn coadied by the lc:geuibry Ymce Lombardl. 

After hb pbyina =· Fmun.nlo ~ two acmons on the Bean' mff, coachi:ng the lincba,::kni CJfJC 

year and then 1:CrViog ft! defemll'C c,;ord\n.$:,r the next year. 
Fortum.lo ~soi., the only Oblo Vllley ll1hktc to be M:iccteJ to the NMJ.ooaJ 11.llian American Sports llall 

of Fame. He WM, the lead]~ \"Ctt·geitcr In The lntclligmcer'1 19m AII-Tnne CHrlo Valley Team, wbicb 
WlU i;elect.ed by II mu, of the arr.& 1poru fam. 

Fmunatoalso is a member of the Upper Ohio VaJ\ey Dllpper Dan H.allof~. 

John Reger <Athlete- 1•so.> 

Joh Rt~r (Lin.,fy High School, C'1all of 1950). Thu lll-OVAC booo1'ce Ill foothill 
and btikelhafl wu lndoclro bllo the~ Clly HI.II of fame In 1998. 

Reger·i; footb!IJI .ctuevemenu wue renu:m,ble com\derini that be wm 1eu than IU­
fm txll 111d weighed just 12'1 JlOUOOI when hll bepn coo;petingu 11high1Choo! 11.bkte, 
bot he had rruc lrnp:mnt al.lrlb.lleS wch al II bufe, competitlve ~and~ ddo-ml­
runlon of a :,ou;h twice, hi1 1ir..e. He played fu1lhatl. lllld l!oebal:ta at llni;l:, en:l ~ 
the 1949 Cale!~ thal losljust ooe game toTrilldelp!m (2(1..19) in what ns rcp:rd­
al M the moot lllfflJJRble hl&h ich<x>I football COOleSI played ruring that mi at Wheelmj 
luand Stwum. 

R.eierwent on totbe Unlvcnity of PfttsbwJb on• footNIJ ~hlp mid his f=hmm1 t=i In 1950 went 
UDdefcated. After just lruTe vanity ~ the followin! }'CE", h.ll collegiate ca=cr wu rnded by a knee injnr:,. 
The Wheclinii 1111ive mumed home Bll:d wu 1\'0rl.J~ In a psollne llatloo when hl.t former hlgb -=bed cOlldt, 
Ell Rioe, arran&Dll a O)'OIII fOJ him with th!, l'iUJbutih Skelcn e-.-m thoogh he had not played foo<ball Ju~ 
:,ean. Di&playlug the iWIIC ult BOO~ be h!ld WlW"D In 111gb Khoo!. Reger oprocd the 1995 ~ 
uooe of the Stcekn' ltartl~ lillehlcUTS. During Im nine 8CaKlDI In f'itb;burgh.,Rege:rtlll1led thme Pro Bowl 
ln~l.tatkirl:'I. He became nofthe Steelcn defemive\U\Uand ns "1trtJ u the ieam's MVPdurin&the 19.W 
M:UOD.. Reger pillyed ln lira Pro Bowl ln 1960and trade two men~ In 1961 aod 1962. 

He ~ a life·thtet.!eniDi and ll£V c-arec:r-endlnj: Injury durint h.i1 final - in P-IIUhurgb during • 
g,une ogallul the P.agla at m:nllin Reid Jn Philadelphia. Reger wa., hit Ill the bead en:l had• JJlllllll In hil throat 
that l'UI off air. Fortunately, the tmb.lll:tn they =it for Included oxygro aod he was n:vivcl. Followini: tbllt 
Jwrowini loci<lent, nay tmn ln the NfL wu rc,gulral lo have olyjjen on the aideline,. 

Re~ wn, pillced Oil walms by the Steel= prioc to the ll!u1 of tbe rriula:r ~ ln 1964 md be wu ptded 
up by the Wa.wngtoo Red.llni, for whoo! he pl~yru three more yea:n before miring. Cmnll,he played 12 r;:Q­

IOI\J In the NFL 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy <Athlete. 196(),) 

Robm 'Bo' Mrl:~J (Wh:'elin& ~ Hlgh Sdiool. Cl4U of 1966). He was• 
t1ro-1pm pbeoom for the Marron Knlgbt, Jn the mid J 9Ws, 1Un-J:na; In ooletball -,id bme­
boll. 
~£by wm • four-year lelic!man in tuh lpOltl, i;ainin& fic:;t.-lc.ffll dkWe lnl-

1n In bmeta[] u a 1e11iar, Tua ume ye;tt he pmeml ~ all-West Vlipua Jau.. 
ITTI ln h.oxiJn llftef b.:lping lead the Marooo Kuiil"u lo the West Vn-glnla Cmmllc 
Tuunwncnl title. 

In 1meb:i.11, McCcawJgby i., consi<len:d ooe of the bc$I ~ the Ohio Valley prep 
niub hits evc:r prooa.,:,d. He: "A-ml. Oil to SW M West Ubaty State Col~ la lx:th qxrt,. 

lo 1970, McCoanw!f;hy wu mmed flfot.kam IIIJ...WVIAC u a i:bcmtop 1111d uutfy 
the=Jler II~ a pmk:uiooal cmuact with the BnllinKn Oriola. A yca:r pn:viouly, he - drn:fla:I by the 
Onciroa.ti ~ In the 24th IUUlld, fl~ JUIIWS ahead of Ken Orlfley, Sf. 

He: 1pm1 thn:e }UR in the Oriole$' foon ry,um before n:tuming lune mid lt!lrrin11 Jc.- the W-.:iod Rah o( 

the Ohio ¼Jley Balemll Lague. 
Bo - a iecond-ieam lll.1---mnfen:n:e aekrtlon ~ a aenior for the Hil~' h.cqJ ka:111. 
McConnmi~ Im maiutairted h1I rebUomhip wllh Wes1. Ubaty, finisb!ng up hil 25th~ at the Hillioppen' 

1=b,Ill,lm. 
He 1w UCl.'IUiltll.lll'l.l IDCff than 500 wlni at hil alma lnllkl' lo Co w-lth five cmfc:n:nce crowt11 uw.l I berth in the 

1990 NAIA 'AArld Serie:i. Mct:arml.ugby lru the Blad; & Gold W their fim,cya- NCAA Rq.iaml Mayoff"~ In 
,m. 

McCoruwughy wu ekcted lo the Wt:fJ. lmty Staie College Hall ofl'ame In 19&8. He ha, heal ilMlt<1 W\'1AC 
Coadt-Of-The-YarmfourOCCIISUII. , 

In additioo In b..mbdl, be 1111'1 coached fro.bill, lnld,;. I/JU mm ·s an.I .,,,_ ·, bw:c:tb:a!l u Weit Uberi_J. He la 
c:nrrentl:, In dwEe o( the WI.SC lnlnimlnb Pqmn. 

61 

Bill Hinegardner cc°""""> 
IU8 H~ (Mado,t Bridge Hlth SdDJI, 0- ol 19W). Rdemd kl by 12-: lo:! BIii 

Van~ a1 W.VL Wratllq;i'1"Mlnd0a:ractcr,"Hlneprdllernu:lvedlm t-:llel,.-'1 dezr= 
fn:a C'.mcml C'.ollcp kl 1965 llld muter'1 dqJr:e: fnn ~ 'hJ:lni;a 1.JulYmily In J'il611.1h! 
fcnnc:r CooaJrd tukdbail .J ba::bal!I pl.ly,:r ~ the Mlr-..il C'oullly Scbool S)"1tem ll l 
IJIO::lllltb ll::adll::r lil the J 96Ui'l Jdm ysr. He awd a1 111 MARlill ccw:!i ill ~ an! 
f,;nbrJ.J I! McuJdml.le High fir tir,:,e )Ulll befcsc ~=die lad Mt:ltllq: p;lMIUl 111m 
die Cl.-ol~ Jolm MS1J:all Hlgb School opeud lb 000!111 the owd r:J the l'il68.{i9 dool 
year.~ bil 14 yew111 lmd c:mdl. lbe Momidi_pmr;ram be,;ame one dl!o:: IPlll IID%D­

fu.liDtbeOVAC IAl:IWOilltbell.tedWell Vupia. ~••-wm.f,-W. Va.Cllll 
AAA~ (1972, 1973, 1974 al 1979). 'I1Kl Mawdll wem aw~ Wf 
tma ml filislicd ia.-a- !bl an.di i-e DIily ctt0 iii th:, W. Va. Stile TIUllllllC:d, 1k Roo MMd OVAC W~ 
~-Jfnopr,h,,:,-·1 Mm Mmhallp,M:rbou,ol lllelliecm:nll tam tll}e rourtlma (l'TTZ. '73, '74, 'T7) ..t 
mid:! m:md five tln:a. Th! Monln:ill WO Cl:ISd five OVAC Cllll 4-A tllla ml eQ:ll::l"gl:d 111 0-.. A D.111 Mui: win­
nm li-.c tm:is. Ftm! Dcamta of 1971 ~ D:cl::mber of 1976, Hmepnb::r's wn::lllcn 'llr!:III lllmugb 41 lttl:lg!il 
dual llllttbta wllb:u I defeat. lib~ <bi mod n:i:m:1- lJJ..29-1. filqardra·s im,;rmi pmduced 20 lo:Jivid-
1111 wtc ~ IA 1996, he- a ~o{tbe 1.1111: Mike Um1.y'1 lt&ffthll: led .lol:li MinJ:.JJ lo the W, Va. 0-
AAA foohlJJ tllle. He awd a Prt::W1:111 or Drecio"olthe W. VL Wrntlmg C'.oldlCI AISOC~ ibe Rcilon Om Coodles 
~ MlnhalJ Cruaty CCllda Asaoda1Joo: Co-Olrtdorollbe OVAC Md W. Va. Sta~ Euafr,,, 
Bow Member ol !be OVAt ad !lo:: WVSSAC b Wrt:Slima. Hlt .....i, 00,d:, tuiona1 Wn:stlir'l;l J-bU d Fallll, 
Ufdime Senice iii Wnslllq Awud (2004); N111:m1 Jiiih ScluJI Co,w;::ba ~ Dmic1 3 Ced oftbe Year 
{1976);0VAC a.di dtbe Ya:r(l97-4); W. Va. Wmdi:igCoach ritbeYear(lb:rte llA:ia}; llpJaClrio Vlliley Dllppa" 
Dan Achltvcmeot Al'l'lf1l:I (two Ima); Mr. Mil AWlld fir~ kl~ SfU1 ri1ITTfiEI In ibe OVAC (1984); 
UppuOhio ValJey ~Dmc..t R. Hmrill Aun.I (20CO); Ma:nl&villll Arcl..hmln"Chlrrm:ofC-oom=e.fllll r.d,e 
A..-.d(!97T) pvcl1 b~ wcrl. lntdlgiwl mlyOUl!I lctlvltb:; ml the Join Mmbail HJ&h School. Wall ol 
Fame (Finl 0-, 2005). Afta retJmi from Mnl:ail Couaty In 1999, BIii wen1 ID wcrl. for the S~ da.io 
Smd Dutrid It Ri\"cr Hip 1111 Owda:Dcc a-:lor ua1il be lfflml In 2004. 

Don Fleming (Athlete - 1951h) 

0.. F'-'-, (Sllldplde HlJb Sdu:11, Cbn d t9,5). The t'NO-lllre Ail--Ollio Valley 
A1hktic Coofcrcrice llni ICl:m oooo= In fwla!I, Flenri:!!i - apllin of th!, 'Ilgrn' wu,. 
foaled confcrcr-.:e th>:mpion,I in 19:54. He Ibo played eencer for lhc Sbiyaide -,-I lhll 1\00 

lll OVAC cbWro tliJe la bmu:tbaJl. This vcnuile ableli:: played in the Oliio llad.-Well AJI. 
S!.C" 1-ball pme b"1d hi ColumtUI ml pafooned In the Ohio-West Vlliffllll AIJ.St.­
Football Oamc lleld cklrtn& the ~ of I~ at ~ W.-1 Str.dl11111. Flcmlnt 1mll oo 
to the ~y ol Florida ca I football lddmtil~. He wa a liu=-y,=. 1W11:t llbl a two-­
'NlY aid pc:rformer fortbe Gaton. He 1¥U ~ captain of the 1958 ICl:m. lhat pb:,ed In tbe 
Ollor Bowl ard was I IIIClllber of the All•~ Cmfcrcru: tam that 11I1E year, Ho 
- druled by the 0-icago Canll.nalll of the Nlilroal Football L::lglle ard lhe Bostoo Pllriw 
of the American Foolbail Leque. However, Ple:mb,i deded lo n:mnli In colqe ID~ ....-t. oo hb degree 111d 
play bmebill. AJ a ~. ~ aJsa WU dJ:1'al capl&ln of Iii: Florida bmeball lelm that ~ Ille Sf£ ~ 
l1llSblp ud emicd a berth lo IN' NCAA lomimlelll. lo the ~ o( 1959, f1miini ttilled I dept,e II a a:wtructloo 
~inr:e:r. When P1u1 Bmwn, mraa:-cca::b of the antlmd Browm, tnlded for f'lemin&'1 NFL ripb. flemin.11 
byi-,,ed flptlna: with the i..d,aJI Bahlrr.:e OriolCI IOd dedded 10 pby ~CWOIIII footbDll. Dc:lptlc- brola 
pbyed defendvc tt.:i., be ""1ed a I rookie with Lbe Browt11 II Wery ml rllMie !be NFLAll-Rookie bm In 1960. 
Mia- bu lhirtl ICaOll with th!, Bnnrml, Flemm& ...... llllJled lo Ole AU-NA.. lint la,n. In IU1 ol'l"-ICmOD, wit& wed.­
lilt ca a comtructionjob luldini: If 11:wtk In FloriJa, l'lelmnt..,.. killru ln 111 dt:cl:rial .:cldeol.. Born J,- II, 
1937, fk:mlna _, jmt 2' yan old• lhe time of hi,, p:a:m,l,:. Oetpite llmnt p.l.yuijlllt th!= KalODI 1rldl the 
Browns, he hid w:h 111 lmplct m the hnchlse that Ibey IWlled tbcirp:a<:tii:,: fidd. f1mmi& Fidd. ln Im~ -i 
~ No. -46, 1'tich 'Nlll bit IJ1lllhcr. Tu, Uoh-=lty of Fkn:b. llll!led lta lntnminl field.,~~.-' the 
Fbitla A!umai AAu:llflm estlblbbcd lll mnl lo his llll1IC tlial Is gh"12l awalJy kl the -ia- In Ill}' lp(fl 
eu:wplifyiu1 ti.. best l<'adalhip qmlllla. He a!Jo wu adeded for ir,d,.actb:i inla the l.lllivcnlty ol Fkridl.'~ lWI ri 
Fune Cid ii a member of the Sb1tc d Ala:ida ·• Alhlrtii: lWI of Fame. stmdys:ldc Hltlt Scbool ietlml Im number (59) 
IOd Jmned its 11.hktk ample.t Flcmiilg F"'l,l 

Bob Kelley (Athlete • 196(),) 

Bal, Kdlq (Weir Hlgh School, Class of 1961 ). KeJJey made lhe mm! of hill glflc:d 
lnl speedy leg, W cuvc bb nkbc, lnW tb, Wcir Hlgh and OVAC n:cord boob in two 
!p(ll"U. He wa, • lllr tab~ the gridiron IIOO th:: tnrl. cio:JeD for the Red Riden;. 

Kelley - cca'.:h:d by th:: legcidary Jim ~ - rushed ror 2,730 yarw and 42 
can:cr towi:luwm. Kclley Jal Weir lo a 10--1 litll.1tlQ ml the Weg Vuzinia wtc 
c:hwnpioo&hlp In 19ffi. He galtlel:I 1,259 ymh that }af with 22 o:a::b:lowm. 

In the 40--0 rout of Nltm In the m.to d::mm?,omhlp ~. Kcllcy waa a onc:--mao 
WfeCl:Jng l:leW. He tallied foorTDs WJd pm:c:d for l fifth. 

Kdley was WIO a t,ro.way rurter as a junior for thc Ra:! Ride:ni. He WM \b, =ni 
IDlen:ms:mm in mte history to receive the Kenn:tly Award (1959}, be5tcP11.m ad1 year oo the mte·, 
premier prep football player, MJd the fim wurrcr flUII the OVAC. The fin:t.temJ al]..',',bl Vlrglnla and afl­
OVAC toooree capllm:d th:: Wigwam IIOO Scmlai;tJc Magazine All-Am:rlc:an booofi a the~ JUder.i w=: 
~ I \lb lillbJally. He playo.l In the OVAC AIJ-StarOame and kfi with Mast Val~ Player aa.ula:b. 

KcUcy aho ma:ie hiJ marl: in trnd. bu ICIWOf ICU:lll. He ertlblished • Stcd Valley uagiie m::onI of 9.95 
l:CCGldl for the 100-yarddab and Ml OVAC ~uAmml of JO.I m:mds lllth: 1m1Cdisi-::e. 

He wa \'Ola:! nnt valuable perl~ at the OVAC mm ,;,,ilcr-e he wm tbrce ~ mcdw IOO ooe 1ilver. 
He went~ to win fwr n:glooal ind. tit1m ml four more mc:dals in the ltalC IJJ::d, !ucludlug ltCOlld place in 
the 100-yard dmb. 

Afu:r gradnatioo from Weir, Kelley IJJllr!culatc:d to C'.arneloo Junk,r CoUqe In OkWu:m. He led the AgglC! 
to the JUCO mampionshlp, beatJni BUenfield, 28--20, ln • ganr played in the Roi;c Bowl. Kelley led 
Cameroo wllh 712 y,nb on the lel.50ll,eanring first-tamllll-Clklahortl!I Coofen:nce tea:m hoocn. He wu a!.,o 
hooom:I on the 1961 Junior College Hclrm Athldic Formdatbt All-American team u a flnt-k:lm haHmd:... 

He INa- lUcJda:I Ollibom!I Stnc: aoo Cokndo, but waa lldellncd due to Injuries.. 

Gene Cattane (Athlete • mo.) 
G#MCa#l:ISf" (St. CJ.rimille Hip! Sdiaol,0.- of 19TT). cmmc pl.A togctha 111 ~ 

llvc fot1Ffc:1t Cliett oo the cbmood m I MJJltsklp ard pilliler for the Ra:I ~ii. 
Sonr 30 yan bier, ti,, ltill rallb In Ohio'• IOp IO Jn two d..llt!alcal clfep:iCI - No. 4 m 

the .Jl-tiin:cu=-bil!iJt wiJ:b 172111d No. 7 In RBI with 145. lu 109 vanity l!ll[DCl,C.U:-·, 
can:er llUlllbcn a!Jo ildm:I • ~ IVlU8" of .431 with 127 l"IIIII IOJCd, 29 liome Ml'I, 

13 triplesmd2!l dwJles. Asapitcher,he (UJ)i-}eda l.,11 Cllettn:cml. 
He wm I foor--tlme lll•Va!ley lcloctloo (.::cond l=aJn a a freminan md fiat lezll the 111:tl 

!me yan., mdUtlln1 _.,-Jn! a ClpW11 n• .enb-) ud be-~ ID~ ln foor 
~ Ohio Btidlll! lngue AIJ.StarClama. Clilaoe WU llaJ tabbed for the OhxJAIJ.Sbr 
SeriCI in Columbn, eqwvalm la pi,,in; .u- h:n:n u t.lllll: time. 

As 1 .:,nla, Caltlne helped ti.: Ra:l tkvils ID tlie OVAC C1al J..A ~ -1 • 2.3-9 cn-enll =on!. He 
bMtru .478 (fifth In the nliey) wl.tb valley-leadmi totai., o< 54 h.iL!, 10 h:Il10 ttJQS, J8 RBI -i J, IUIII Knml. He 
MRlhadfo;aJfolples,ilidouhlmu-.:116P[»ell t..e:s..Onthe momd,he was6-2 widla l.73 EJI.A.Io.'12.2 !nnmg:I, 
.mil.in& out 71 while walling 27 llbl allawlns JI h:ltl. Clllme·•ju!llor IIUlllben lndu&d • .4S5 ~ (fifth iii the 
OVAC) with nIJey best1 in bwie n= (B) m:1 RBI (36) ~ with 40 ~. 01'e dollbk!i. !me tripb ard 26 n1111 

arom:1. As a~. he hit .349 Wl1b valley lugtt, 111 bocne 1UI1S (9) m:I RBI (-46) alonJ dh 38 hit,., fcv dw­
blel., tbtt,e triplCI and 32 rum ICOl"l:d. lfu fn::diman twit ind,ud,:,J a A49 •~ (kutli In the OVAC) and valley­
te.wia l!llfb In hiJs (40) IDi ruu tan:d (34) lions with JO doubles, Ihm, triples, two loi-: 1UJ11 and 2' RSI. 

In ulltiOII kl bi:! hi&J:i dn:il aplaitt.Cl:!llne 'Nll abo • aamlou!Amcrian L,p,n plaJ(ll". ~ - oamed Ohio 
AiJlc:rlar,i l...e&m P1lycr oftb:, Year in 1976 lflz::r lc:adioi Ma~ Pml 666 kl• 111&e rumm-up flruab wllh • 2.S-7 
R£OOl, Jla(tma .350 for the -.:,n lndwin& ..-433 in '11:'\'en trumw,ent p:DCl.1-k mo playtd furmce thin 10 )'ell(I 
w>th Maynard of Ille Ohio ¼lley Bu!lblll Lequc, -1 ..., • pen:mial lll•itar. 

Canan:, inwcted Into lhe SI. C. Hall d F.ne Dl 2006, died Dl • cm.I mmlag ~ uo Sep;. 10, 19'Xl II lhe ,ige 

of 31, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Juhn Uon {Brooke High S.:hool. Class of 1976). This Brui11 starred in three spons, 
etching his name into tile OVAC annuls 115 one of the premier football linemen uml truck 
weightmen ever to compete in the conference. 

Leon - who Willi !lrnJ a standout gmpp!er ut Brooke - WIIS u two-way Hue star for 
the powerlul Bruin~. earning a myrirul of all·star 11ecolades, including the 1975 Ken 
Hunt Awnnl, going to the Lineman of the Year in West Vltginia, making Leon the first 
OVAC winner of the prestigious honor. 

Leon Jed Brooke kl u 9·1 $Cason en route to the OVAC champiouship in his juuior 
campaign before earning all-conference and all-state laurels 115 a senior. The powerful 
Loon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the Mountaineers to victory. 

He WM just as Impressive in trnck circles, rewriting the OVAC record books in the shot put and discus. In 
the 1976 state meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-1, breaking the W. Va. standard by some two feet. The 
ret.'tlrd lasted two years before being eclipsed by future Olympian Randy Barnes. Leon won three state throw­
ing titles, two in U1e ~hotpnt and one in the discus. 

Loon was lllJ!O a fort:tl on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark wi a junior and senior heavyweight. 
Upon graduation from Brooke, Leou accepted a football scholarship to Notre Dame. He was II three-year 

letterman for the Fighting Irish a, a guard. The Irish won twn Cottou Bowls and one Gator Bowl during his 
career at South Bend. After graduating from Notre Dame, he te1..-eived hb MD degree from West Virginia 
University in 1984. 

He has been a radiologist for 20 years. He is the current president of Radiological Phyoicians Associllte:i. 
He is past president of the West Vlrginia Radiological Sodeiy, past president of the Marion County Medical 
Society as well llli past president of the Fairmont Field Club. 

Leon und his wife Marcy have been manied for 22 years. They have four children: Johnny, Camille, Isabella 
and Joseph. 

Anthony Reed (Athlete- 1980,J 

Anlhony Reed(Wheellng Park High School, CIIIS! of 1989). Reed left a lusting mark 
ou the athletic scene both for the Patriots and the OVAC, evident when he became the 
first person inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame iu 1997 for his 
exploits !n basketball w1d track. 

Ou the baskelball court, Reed was a two.time first team A!l-W.Va. Class AAA selec­
tion, serving WI captain as a junior. He was II twertlme USA Today W.Va. Player of the 
Year and the Gatorade State Player of the Yearns II senior. He also gainei.l first team All­
OVAC and All-Valley accolades twice und was a tri-captain on The Intelligencer's all• 
decade tewn of the 1980s. 

The 6-4 wing scored 1,290 points in two seasons, including what still sllmds as a 
school-record 663 points (a 28.9 per-game average) asa senior. He uverngei.l II j rebounds per game that year 
and also set what was then an OVAC-record 88 three-point goals as a senior. As ajuninr, Reed was selectei.l 
to the West Virginia Class AAA AII-Tuumament telllll. 

In track, the talented Reed was a stellar performer in the high jump, hurdles 1111d relays. 
A two-time West Virginia Class AAA state champion in the high jump (including a meeHeronl 6 ft. 9 in. 

effort), he also set what was then a valley-record with a 6 ft. I I in. leap. Reed placed second in the 110-.meter 
high hurdles at the state meet (14.(:i5 seconds) uad was on stat,;, championship relay teruns to help Pllrk finish 
11 dose second in the Class AAA state meet iu 1989. 

The Park product also made his presence felt at the collegiate level, startiug nnd letteriug for three years nt 
Cleveland State University. He scored 1,()90 points (ranking him !0th on the all-time CSU scoring list nt \lie 
time), averaging 15.6 points pe:r game all a senior to earn St.-o:md team All-Mid Cmitinent Conference acco­
lades. As a junior, he averaged 132 points per gillTie and received the Paul Stewart Award preseuted to the 
player whose unsung contributions did the most to further the success of the team. Reed also wmi the Mid­
Continent Conference high jump champioushlp all ajuuiur. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete • 1990s) 

Chris Enuem (Oak Olea High School, Class of 1994), Enochs excelled in lhree sports 
for the Golden Bear.i, but it was baseball where he would make his biggest impact. 

Enochs· senior se!ISOn diamond exploits earned him first team all-West Viqiinia Class 
AA accolades and he was named the "Playernfthe Year" by both Gatorade and USA Today 
and wu selected as the nmner-up for that honor by the W. Va. Sportswriters Association. 

Also a first team all-OVAC Class 3-A first teamer and "Player of the Year'' and an all­
Valley first reamer lllld ubig school" captain, Enochs led the valley with 11 home rum IIJld 
42 RBI while batting .442. His pitching totals included a 6-4 record lllld a 1.22 ERA. with 
106 mlkeouts Md 26 walb in 63 innings. He pitched a pc1foc1 gwne for Oak Glen against 
Toronto. 

On the basb:tbllll court. Enochs was first ream all-OVAC wtd 11!1-Valky Wld was an honorable mention all-West 
Virginia CliITTAAcholcc. He avemged 19.2 points 11J1d 13.2 rebounds per gwne as a senior and finished his career 
with 1,()47 points. 

On the football field, Enoch$ eamed first tc11m 11!1,West Vrrginia Class AA as II quarterback after leading Oak 
Glen to hs first-everWVSSAC playoff appearance. Also II first team all-OVAC Class 3-A wtd all-Valley pick,he 
led the valley with 1,729 passing yanl:i. 

Drafted by the Cleveland lrnlians in 1994, Enochs opted for a scholarship to West Vlfl,linia University where he 
becwne the Big East "Pitcher of the Year", first team AU-East Region arul was a second leant All-American pick 
by Baseball Amerka, The Sporting News arul the Nllliona\ Collegiate Baseball Writers. Nwned the team's co­
MVP. he was 12·1 on the monnd with a_ JDJ E.R.A. and 10 complete games, including a no-hitter against 
Villanova. As a junior he was named 11w Big East Toumwncnrs MVP Md Outstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 21 
wins, irn:lnding 14 complete gllfllf:s,in his three-year Mountairn.-crcareer. 

Following hls junior year, he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history, selected No. 11 in the first 
round by the OuklandAthletics in 1997, The 6-3,225-pound right-hand« with a 93-mi!e per hour fosd,.all plnyed 
nine seuso11s in the minor leagues, the first seven in the Oakland mganization and then one yeur each for Houstnn 
and Piltllburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 45-52 record and u 4,91 E.R.A .• posting 661 strikeouts while 
walking 380. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champion Sacramento Rivercuts and 
played for the Puerto Rkan Winter League champion Ponce Leones. 

Emx:ITT also played for Team USA, winning a silver medal at the 2001 World Cup i11 Thi wan, 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete. 1980,J 

Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High School,CIIISS of 1986). She ranks nmong theall­
time greats in girls' trnclt:, having excelled nt the confcreuce, league lllld litate levels of 
competition us a sprinter. 

In four yean at OVAC Championship meets, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points as 
Rlvcr won two Class 2-A team titles (1983 and '86) aud finished llll runner-op twice 
( 1984 and '85). During herfres!unan, sophomore and junior years.she won the 100,200 
und 4()()-meters and was on the winniug !6lXl-meter relay te11m. While us a senior, she 
won the 400 wid 1600•relay and Wall second in the 100 and 200. 

In state meet competition, Hyland was the 41l0-merer runner-up llll a freshman in 198}; 
first in the 400, st\Cond in the 100 and third in the 200 as a sophomore in IIJS4 (her 24 poiuts single•handedly 
gave River a tlilnl place finish in tlie stale); first iu the 400 llll II junior in 1985; and first in the 400 with a 
stnte-reconl time or 55.6..i, and on the sixth pince l61l0-meter relay team as a senior in 1986. 

Hylwid also sparkled in Ohio Val!ey Track League (OVlL) Championship meets for the Lady Pilots, 
winning the 200 and 400 u!l four years whlle taking the 100 the last three. 

She also enjoyed tremendous success in !he Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorer as a soph-
omore after winning the JOO, 200 1111d 400; duplicating the top scorer feat as a junior by wiuning the same three 
eveuts (including a meet record in tlie 200); wid scoring the same ulripleH as a seuior(beUering her mark in the 
200). 

She Wall selected All-Ohio in the 400•melers all fouf years by the Ohio Association of Track and Croo.s 
Country Coaches. She Willi also an All-District and All-Valley honoree in multiple events. In 1984, Hyland was 
uamed honor.1b!e mention High School AU-Americawid in 1986, she was invited to pan!dpare in the Mldwesl 
Meet of Champions in lndlwiu, un event showcasing the hest senior nlhletes from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

A memher of the River High School Wall nfFame, she received II scholarship to mu track at West Virginia 
Univeraity where she competed for one season. 

Jose Davis (Athlete w 1990s) 

Juie ~rh {Bel!aife High School, Class of 1996). Davis put 1agcther SOJllll eye-popping 
numben in ~th football and basketha!l, earning him AU-Ohio recoguition in both sports 
during his sre!lar career. 

On the gridiron, Davis was a three-yeur starter at quarterback, leading his team to a record 
of 30-5. As a senior, he led the Big Reds to a third straight OVAC Class 3-A championship. 
first undefeated regular season and first-ever O!lSAA playoff appearance (Bellaire 
advanced to \lie Division IV state championship garne, losing a 50-44 double.OT thriller to 
Ve.rsai!les). He finished the season :!5l-d406 passing for 3,551 yllJW and 32 TDs while 
wlding unother 10 &rore:9 rushing. Davis earned AU-Ohio Division IV Offensive Play« of 
the Year honors and was runner-up for the prestig.iou:i Mr. Football award as a senior. He 
also received first tewn AU-Eastern District, A!J.QVAC Clus11 3-A and AUNaUey big school accolades on multiple 
occasions. The 1alentcd 11ignal-caller set BHS career recnnls for most yllJW gai11ed (7306), pass attempts (790), 
pass completions (455), highest completion pen::entage (55.7), paslling yllJW (6,769) and TD passes (60). 

On the hanlwood, Davi:i started wid lettered four years, racking up i,457 points,479 rebounds, 167 as,sists and 
151 stcab (all ranking in the tnp five on the BUS i:=disl). His .all-star accolades in basketball included first team 
AU-Ohio Divisinn Ill, AU-Eastern District, Al!-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school. He wus also named 
third team All•American as a senior. 

Also a 1hree-yenr k1t.emian in baseball al Bellaire, Davis ctmtlnued his career at Keat Stute University. A three­
year starti:r and lettem1ao for the Golden Flashes in football, he put up equally impressive numbers including 
single-game record for most pass attempts (59), completioos (34) and TD passes {7); single-11eason marks for 
olfeosive yards (2,883), pass attempu (365), pass completions (194), passing yards (2,707) and TD passe:i (32); 
und care« records for offensive yards (7,731), passing yanls (6,722) and TD passes (52). He had a Mid-American 
Conference reconi 551 yards passing in 1997 against Central Florida wid when he left KSU, he ranked 10th in 
MAC history in passing yanb wid was third in TD passes, 

Davia .al.so doubled as point guanl on the Kent State baskelbllll team in 1997-98. 
Professionally, Davis played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Ou,adiwl Football Leu.gue in 2000 and 2001 ; 

for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the National Indoor Football League in 2002, leading the team to the league title 
by pa:ising for 1,668 yards and 37 IDs and eW11ing championship gume MVP horn,n; for the Indiana Fireblnls of 
the Arena Football Ll:agoe in 2003, the Colorado Crush in 2{)04 Wld 2{X~; and the Grand R;ipids Rampage in 2006. 

OVAC Museum Seeks 
Memorabilia 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 
high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab­
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek­
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse 

Bob Hedmond (OVAC 'FamUy'J 

da ~:ti~;,:!':: ~~~t~l~ ~~l~~:.~fl~,i\~·~r..~~fi~ t;,im ~~! 
:rf.mile title and played in Che 1948 OVAC Charity All•S!ar Foolball Game in whlch he sustained 
tom knee cartilage. 
pla A~~f:.t~~fu~\~! ~':..J ~fu~~~~t:;1::d1~1e<1 at Shephenl Colfoge where ml 

fn coachfog, lledmond met with sua..-ess at evesy stop. He WM espedally adept !ll starting m:o­
ph}·te programs or rebuilding lc.Urul thllt n=led a spark. II~ coached foolba!J, lraek undlor 
wresl!ing at seven,] schools, including Oron Hill (Md.), East Llvc,pool, Brooke and Steubenville. 
Hedmond s!arled the program al Oxo11 Hill and look his tewn from llll (l--5-4 record the fim year 
to a 5-3-1. He became the first head football <:t)ae)i ut the consolidati,d Bn>Oke High School in 
1969 and led the Bruim IO un OVAC cltampi<mahip. Hcdm<md IO<lk over at Steubenville in 1981 and dlre;:ted the Jefforsou 
County squad for two yean. lfa ICIUIIS compiled Jill 184 n:cmd and qualified for Big Red•s first two po;it--sewltlll berths 
since Ohio l!dopte,d a playoff ,ystcm in the 197Us. While al East Llv.:qxml, Hedmond letlcJcd 18 sophomore;: as the l'oOers 

~~f/~.J~1:::;t!~l~~i:f•!i,Y ~~~ ~/sr:~:iw~i·~;:i~•~:.:t~~e: ~~ = 
a dual meet. 

Successful a., he was with a roid1ing whistle anmnd hi• neck,Hedmond Willi even mun: effective.., w1 lkhninistraror. 
Within the OVAC, he sc:n'W as a cliw representative. was a lw,g--time memht!rnfthe OVAC foundation E=:llt!vc Boord 
and, for s.<ve,al years, he dire<:ted gianl OVAC Wri:MHng Tournament. Hwmond s.<r<"cd u Athletic Director 111 

fj~~;:i;;:i1~~;t~':'~~b:i,7:::1/1t;e,.re:;;r.9:1~=1:tf"~~j~,\-=v=5an~:b.~~ 
Mr. MIii Award; Ohio Eastern Ditlrict Coach of the Year; Eastern District Athletic Oircelnr of the Year and an Outstanding 
Achi<:veme11I Awanl from Dapper Dan. Before his paslling, I lcdmond was inducted into the Ohio Athletic Adininistrators 
Hall of Fame. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Medial 

James C. "Jimmy" Sttwatt (Triadelphia High School,Class uf 1918). Stewart devot­
ed nearly a half-renlllry to the newspaper profession, serving with great distinction. 

He begnn his career associated with the Wheeling News and 11ie Register, which then 
were separate newspapers. Stewart Willi sports editor of the now-defunct Wheeling 
Te!egmph from 1921 through 1929 ll!ld later became the sporu editor of the News­
Register. He evenmally concluded his long career ns the associate sports editor of the N• 
R where he worked alongside follow Ha!! of Farner Bill V1111 Home. 

In the early years of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater friend than 
uJimmy~ Stewart, thls according to Van Home himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept 
the weekly standings on football and basketball until his retirement on December 31, 
196!1. Stewart also paimtakingly kept recon! books that proved invaluable to anyone interested in Ohio Valley 
sportS Jore. He also was recognized as II walking encydopedia on local ath!etia. His head was a storehouse 
of sports information. What waso't committed to his memory could be found in his pocket.sized record books 
and envelopes which filled his desk and filing cabinet. 

Beginning in the early 1920s, Stewart's "1..ookin' Em Over" column was one of the most widely•read 
throughout the area. In later years, he penned a golf column, '"The 19th Hole," which appeared in the news­
paper every Sunday from the spring months intu the faU. He also initiated a popular Monday column on an:a 
collegiate sports which he titled, "With the Colleges." 

He was also involved with the scheduling nf basketball games worked by members nf the Ohio Valley 
Board of Approved Baskdba!l Officials. Jib love of !il!Ildlot baseball was well known, as he almost meticu­
lously covered happenings in the old JnteUigeocer and United Mine Workcni basebn!l leagues. 

A quiet man who never cast himself in the limelight duriog his Cllreer, Stewllrt was honored with a special 
award at the time ufhis retirement from an appreciative Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. He also received an 
award of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Va!ley Dapper Dan Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coach") 

Rolntt S. "Bob" Kettkwell(Untly Military Jnstitute,C!ass of 1947). During his 20 yean 
as the head coach at Wintersville High School (1956-75), Kcttlcwdl'• tewru posted a 143-
4.H0 record, the thinl-best winning percentage in Ohio Valley hlstory for coaches with JOO 
or mon: win•. lfa teams earned nlne league championships \f= in the Big Eight and five 
OVAC titles). Wintersville won it.s first OVAC onwn under Kettlewell in 1956, got its r;e,;­

ond in 1966 1111d then captured three in a row from 1970 tlmrugh 1972, which equaled a 
reconl held previously by Bellaire and Martins l'eny. 

Kettlewell had three undefeated teams at Wintersville - 1957, 1967 1111d 1972 - and 
seven dubs that sustained just one loss. From 1966 through '73, the Warriors lost only II game.1. Under 
Kett!ewclrs direction, Wintersville scored in a record 140 straight game!l, fflding with a scoreless tie against 
Dd!aire in a contest that 1.11w the Gold Warriors denied what would have been a game-winning and s!reak-contin• 
uing touchdown because nf a penalty. 

Among the stars coached by this highly-reganled mentor was Donnie Young, the Ohio Valley career rushing 
record holder.Among the other numerout college athletic football standouts tutored by Kettlewell wen: Ohio State 
captain Alan Jack who played on llll omlefoated Rose Bllwl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alford, the firs! 
black to gign at West Virginia University. 

Ken!ewel! also was a standout athlete while playing at Llnsly Military hi:stlt11te. He !<:ttered in four spcma and 
played football at West Virginia University, where he also lettered. 

Indian Creek High Schoors (formerly Wintersville High) football facility was renamed "Bob Kettlewell 
Memorial Stadium" in hls honor. In 1990, Buh was the fourth Ohlo Valley coach inducted into the Ohio Football 
Coaches Association Hall uf Fame, He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1987. 

Tom Keane (Athlete - 1940s) 

Thm Ktrmt {Unsly Militruy Institute, Class of 1944), The Bel!aire native was a 
multi-spun standout fur the Cadets and earned A!I-OVAC basketball and football cm the 
first sclcct!ons in 1943-44. He a\su WM an Al!·City basketball selection. As a senior nn 
a 7-4 record Cadet football team, the two-way back and punter returned a pas~ inter­
ception l06 yards to scure in an 18-6 win over Warwood. 

He enrolled at Ohio Stntc where he lettered as a freshman before serving 20 months ,;; 
in the U.S. Navy. 

Upon discharge, he enrolled at West Virginia University and lettered in 1946 and 
1947, becuming a rare letterman at both OSU and WVU. 

Keane was a thin! round pick and 18th overall National Football League Draft selection by the Los Angeles 
Rams in 1948. He played eight NFL seasons, and 87 gnmes, as a defensive back-offensive end including the 
first four with the Rams. In 1952, he played with the Dallas T~ans before two ycru-s with the Baltimore Colts 
and ended his career in 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was a two-time A!l•Pm and played in the 1953 
Pm Bowl, ranked secund in the NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in three NFL championship 
games including the 1951 Rams' title team. From 1948-52, both Keane brothers competed in the NFL. 

He was a long,time assistant cuach in the NFL including Chicago Cardinals from 1957-59, Pittsburgh 
1965 and was 11t1 original member of the Miami Dolphins' staff in 1966 where he remained through 1985 ns 
defensive backs and special teams coach. In 1962, he became the first head coach of the Wheeling Jrunmen 
and served until joining the Steelers' staff. The lronmen went 9-4 in !962 before winning the United Football 
League title with a 12• I record in 1963. In 1964, the Jronmen were 7.7 

Keane died at age 74 in 200 I . 

Tom Yaknbowski (Athlete - 1950,J 

Tom Yokubowski (Adena High School, Class of 1958). A three-spun standout for the 
Golden Wave who starred in the first year the school joined the conference. which 
e~panded to tliree dnsses in 1957--58. 

At Adena, he wns u three-spon team captain in football. basketball and baseball and 
earned 10 letters-• four in baseball and three each in basketball and foutball. 

llie 1957 Adena football team went 6-2•2and wnn the OVAC Class A crown. He was 
a fullbnck-linebacker•quanerback in football and lll1 Al!-OVAC, All-Valley Small 
School and All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He WIil! the MVPnf l11e 1958 Ohio­
W.Va. All-Star game wun by Ohio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and slatted as fu!lback­
linehacker. 

In basketball, he was a two-time All-East Ohio Athletic League honoree and averaged in double figures for 
three seasons, including I L3 points per game as a sophomore; 17.5 points as ajuninr and 192 points as a 
senior. 

In baseball, the pitcher-infielder was an All-Ohio selection as a senior and he alw pitched in the East-West 
Al!--Star game in Columbus. He Jed the Golden Wave to a 12-1 reconl, losing in the regional finals to 
Northwestern High aml future Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He tossed twn one-hitter.i in a three-day 
span and had 32 2/3 o:msei.-utive scoreless innings in tournament play, which ranks second in the Obin High 
School record book. 

He earned n football schn\anhip to Puniue University, where he lettered as a sophomore and senior fo!l­
back-linehackcr while suffering a series of knee injuries. He wns second on the team in rui;hing (3!{) ynrds) 
as a sophomore. He also p!ayctl baseball one season at Purdue. 

Yakubowski competed in the 1962 Blue-Gray A!l•Star Football Oame and tried out as a free a;,>ent with !lie 
Buffalo Bi!ls. 
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John Craig (Coache,) 

John Craig {Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed 1111 il!wtriuus 
26-year career as a head wrestllng coach. including two seasons at Hillsboro (Ohio) 
High School, 111 years at Steubenville Big Red and live years at Indian Cr«k High 
School in Wintcrsvi!le. 

While at Big Red, his teams earned six overall championships in the OVAC 
Wrestling Tournament. Steubenville also captured seven divisional lit!es and finished 
in the top three II total of 13 times at the conference championship event. Thirty-one of 
his Big Red matmcn emned individual cunference tides. He had 87 qU11lificni for the 
Ohio state meet, five of whom earned individual championships, and 23 who were state 
place-winnm. His team finished in the top five at the Ohiu state tournament four times, 
mdudin~ a runner-up finish in 1988. 

Craig s 1989 squad finished the regular season ranked No. I in The Associated Press Division II wrestling 
poll 11t1d placed third at the state tournament. His nveml] dual meet record was 201--74-3 and he coached his 
teams to 42 tournament championships, inclnding nine dislrict titles. Four times, his teams turned in unde• 
feated dual meet records. Several nf bis fonncr wrestlers went on to compete in culkge at schools such as 
Ohio State, Puniue,Anny, Navy and West Libeny. One of his protegCs won a Big 10 championship and oth· 
ers were place-winners in the NCAA Division I, II, III and NAIA national tournaments. 

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on live occasions and was presented the prestigious 
"Mr. MntAward" in 2002. He is a member of the Ohio Wrestling Coaches and the West Liberty State College 
Athletic Halls of Fame. In 1989, he wat selected as the East-Southeast Wrestling Coach of the Year and !lie 
Ohio Division II Cnach of the Year. For 21 yeafS, Craig served as a wrestling official on the youth, junior 
high, high school, college and upen levels. As II principal at Indian Cn¼"'k, he was one oftbe foundcni of the 
Buckeye II Athletic League. 

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at Follansbee High School and was a three-year letterman at West Liberty 
where be earned WVIAC champiooships three times and twice Wll.'I the MVP in the conference tournament. 
In 1972, Craig was the runner-up in the NAIA 1mtio11al meet, where he earned A!l•AmeriClln honors. 

William 'Bill' Thomas (OffidalsJ 

William D. "Bill" Thoma, (Bellaire High School, Class of 1952). During a 48-year 
career as a track ufficial, Thomas served as tl1e meet referee for nCllrly every m.ajm 
dw.mpionship in the Ohio Valley. Tiie list includes the Martins Fcny and Shadyside 
Relays; the St. Clairsville, Barnesville and Wheding Park Invitationals: Cal Glffin 
Track Classic; various OVAC championship meets; West Virginia Regionals and the 
Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and District meets. 

He was a meet official for 10 OVAC schools, including Bellaire, Barnesville, 
Cambridge, John Marshall, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvue, St. ClairsvHle, Wheeling 
Park and Union J...n,:..'al and Thomll.'I also worked as a meet official at the Mansfield 
Rdnys (15 years); Bellaire Relays (48 years); Ohio regional championships (10 years) 
and the Ohio high school state meets for boys and girls ( IS years). Thomas abo served ll.'I meet director t111 
numerous Buck.eye State district and regional events, along with the OVAC Track ChampiDD.'lhips. 

He received !lie OVAC Cal Giffin Award for s~rvicc tu track and field in 1983; was honorary referee at the 
Bellaire Relays in 19% and was honored again during the 50-year celebration of the famed Bellaire meet in 
2004. llm fonru:r Bellaire High athletic great is a member uf the school's Wall of Fame. 

Thomas attend Mississippi State on a football scholarship and also lettered there in track his freshman year. 
After twn years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Anny and served ovcnieas before coming home and play-­
ing on the 1956 National Service footba!l championship ~am, coached by Don Coryell, who later coached 
the San Diego Chargeu. Thomas finished bis co!lege career at West Libeny State College where he lettered 
in football and baseball. He also had a long and successful career in coaching. He spent five ye= as an assis­
tant in football and basketball at Bellaire High. AfteT that tenure, he went to St. Clairsvi!le as head baseball 
coach and an assistant in football and basketball. BUI later spent live year.i as head footha!l coach at 
Barnesville before becoming athletic director at Bellaire in 1973. He served as head cuach at Union J...ocal 
from 1978 until 1981 when he returned to Bellaire ll.'l ll teacher until retiring in 1989. 

Nick Mnmley (Athlete - 1950,) 

Nick Mumley (Wheeling High School, Clas11 of 1955). One of the most honored 
three-sport athletes in the long history of Wheeling High, Im starred in football, has-­
k.ctball and track, earning three varsity letters in each. 

He was first team All-Stnte in football ns a two-way end and he also received A\1-
OVAC and All-City accolades. 

In basketball, he was first team all-class AU-West Virginia ll.'I a senior and was a IW!>­
time All-OVAC and AU-Clty first team selection. He scored \S.8 points per game ll.'I a 
junior and 24J per □11ting as a senior. 

As a Wildcat senim in 1955, the 6-foot-6 1..-cn!er wt111 the anchor of the final team coached by OVAC 
Legends• hol!Oree Everett Brinkman which woo its first 18 games before bowing in the regular sea.son finale 
at Bellaire. The OVAC title-winning team won the sectional and regional titles before bowing in the first 
round of the state tournament to Mullens lll finish with a 22-2 reconl. 

He also scored 30 points in a record-setting 146-1 !O \·ictnry over Weir High at Madison Gymnasi11m, a 
game which set Obin Valley and West Virginia marks for combined points in a gnme (256). 

In track, he won twn state one-das, shot put titles with marks of 51~3 1/2 in 1955 and 52-2 3/4 in 1954 
and two OVAC shot put crowns, including a conference•reconl tuss of 53-5 112. 

He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered three years as a regular !W(>-way 
end. 

He was the 51st overall NFL draft pick in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted to play in the new 
American Football League where he competed three sensnns from 1960-62 with the New York Titans, a fore­
runner of the Jets, as a defensive end-offensive tackle. He played in a tntal of 42 AFL games. 

Bill Kennedy (Alhlele -1%0,) 

Bill Kennedy {Warwood High Scho()], Class of 1967). Basketball and Bill Kennedy 
an: synonymuos. Some four-plus decades since starring at old Warwood High School. 
basketball stiU is a major part of his life. 

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep career with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 guard led 
Warwood to state CIIISll AA basketball toornament appearances in both the 1%6 and '67 
campaigns. He capped bis prep hoop career by sparking the Vikings to the school"s only 
state hasketba!l crown. That team finished with a stellar 24-2 mark, including closing the 
seasnnnn a 15-game vk1ory nm. Warwoodcaptured its first OVAC hooptit!e in 21 years, 
with Kennedy providing much of the firepower with his 26.2 points per game average. 

The explosive back0011rt dandy garnered first-team A!l•West Virginia, All-OVAC, arnl 
All-City plaudits. Just a season prior, Kennedy led the Vikings to a 22-4 mark 1111d the state semlfinals before 
being eliminated by Mullens. He was a first-teamAU-OVAC honoree that year and WIil! nnmed an all-state tour­
nament re!cction,an honor be duplicaterl as a renior. Kenned_)' finished his U!ustrinus Vikings' basketball career 
with more than 1,200 points. He was also an accomplished high jumper, as reflected in his third-place finish in 
the state Class AA meet as a senior. 

His basketball achievements ellmed him a spot with the West Liberty State College basketball team, He wast• 
ed no time in making his mark for the HU!tnppers. leading the team in scoring in both his freshman and soph• 
rnnore seasons with 509 and 445 points, respectively. Kennedy earned all-WVIAC and all-tournament plaudits 
as a freshman, 

His two years of impressive play with WI..SC provided a springboanl to a transfer to Arizona State University 
for the 1971 and '72 season,. Kennedy proved he was no snm!l-schoo! wundcr as he led the Sun Devils in scor­
ing both seasons, averaging 14.8 and ]4.6 points per game, respectively. His lwo•y~ar point total of 765 is the 
ninth best fm a Sun Devil in a 1wo-ycar career. A!l told, he scored 1,719 on the collegiate level. 

llis play al Ariwna State caught !lie eyes of pmfcssional scuut1. fie was drafted by Memphis of t!1e AHA, 
but opted for a l'lll"Cet as u basketball official. Kennedy, wllo stilt reside9 in the Phoenu1 area, t~mtinue:s to he a 
Pac-IO college basketball official. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Athlete - 1960s) 

Bub Rletet {Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). Some 40 years after running his 
final prep raL'e, Rieves remains the measuring stick for Bprint greatness in the Ohlo 
Valley. The 156-pound nien:urial-heeled rocket was nothing short of sensational during 
his career with !he Wildcats. 

Rieves was nearly untouchable his final two y= in the high school ranb. 
As u senior, Rieves tumed in a pelfonnanLi:i that still ranks with the all-time great 

OVAC nmning fetes. He broke two state records in the state chwnpionship meet while 
tying a thin:l. 

He blistered the 220-yard dash in a new stare standard of 21.5 while he smashed the 
440 mad: by 1.2 seconds via his 47.7 clocking. Rieves' sdntillating 9.B in the JOO 
equaled the stare record. His assault on the slltte ret..'Onls resulted in him becoming the fir.t OVAC uthlete in 
28 years tu be the state meet's high 8COrer. 

RieVeJI W11$ also the West Virginia state champion ill the 220 as a junior. 
1be Wildcat star captured five individual OVAC sprint gold medab in his final two years of hlgh school. 

His impres.sive efforts helped lead Wheeling High to the 1969 OVAC team championship, the school's first 
such title in 23 years. 

His sprinting dominance is reflected in the fact that he was undefeated as a senior in the 220 and 440 and 
was 11ever worse than second in the 100 in !hut time. He tied for high-point hnnors i11 the prestigi= Bellaire 
Refoys his senior year while being the high scorer in every other med that spring. 

Rieves' spri11ti11g accomplishments were so impressive that his track jersey wns retired ut the annnal 
Wheeling High awards assembly. 

RieveJ1 e<=d a track scholarship to West Virginia University. He competed for two seasons for the 
Mountaineers. He eamed his bacbelor of science degree in landscape architecture. He now resides in Brooklyn 
and is esuployed by the New York City P:u:b & Recreatio11 Department IUI a capital projects an.a!yst. 

Joe Pettini (Athlete- 197&) 

}Ufl hlwli (Brooke High Sdmol, Cfoss of 1973). Pcttlul is without question ou the 
short list of the greatest prep baseball pfoyers in Ohio Valley wmals. His high school 
dlwnoud resume is overllowing with accompli.hmenli which led to a spark.ling cone. 
giatt: career Ill Mercer Univmity. 

The multi-taleuted Pcttini started every game during his Brooke High career, some 
140 conksli. He didn'I skip a beat at Mercer, starling all 196 games for the Macon, 
Georgia-based iustitntion. 

Peltini not only enjoyed individual sncce5$ in his prep career, he also led the Bmins 
to a coveted state baseball championship. He was a two•time first-team all-West 
Virginia selct.1inn wu:J WWI twice lllUtled captai!I of the all-Valley squad. He eamed the distinc1ion of being 
captain of both the all-Valley and all-OVAC teams llll a senior. 

After his brilll1111t Mercer career, Pettini Wllll signed as a non-drafted free agent with the Montreal &pus iu 
1977, He was foter traded 1n Sau Francisco, playing four seasons with the Giants. Penlni finished his profes­
sional baseball career by playing three yeurs with the Class AM Louisville RedbillU. 

He then entered the coaching ranb, holdiug sever.ii dilforeut posts. His managerial career commenced 
with Hamilton, Ontario in 1989. He moved to St. Petersburg for the 1990 season 1111d iu Arkansas for three 
seasons. l'ettini ended his minor league 111w1ageria\ clll"Cer by guiding the Louisville Redblnls to the American 
Association championship, 

Pettini gained a plum ,issignment in 2002 whtn St. Cunlinals' lllllllllgerTony U!Rnssa tabbed Pcltini tn be 
his bench coach, a position he still holds today. He attained the ultimllte in 2006, gaining a World Series 
championship ring with the Cardinals. 

Joe 1111d his wife Barbara have two children, Michelle (25) WJd Joseph James (20). They l"C$hie in Bethany, 
W.Va. 

Jay Peterson (Athlete - 1911t1sJ 

Jo.:, l'etltnun (Cadiz High School, Oass of 1980). A spei.iacular four~port athlt:te, 
Peterson made his biggest impact oo lhe foolhall field. 

The Hopedale native dm,iled IUI a nmning bad: with numcrons 1ncmorable perfornullLC· 
es, including a single-game modem Ohio VaUey-rcronl 377 yards agaimt Mingo arn1 games 
of 288 wtd 282 yan:bl. He scored six touchdowns in a game twice. 

l'etemm broke a 50-ycar old Ohio Valley single-season rushing reci:ml heW by OVAC 
"Legends~ honnree Gcmge (Puck) Burgwiu when he rushed fur 2,348 yards rn120J carries 
tn ll';lld Cudii to an 8-0-2 rcronl. He just missed the modern single-season scoring reconl 
with 221 points (32 TDs, 211 PAT klcks), om: point shy of OVAC Hall of FWJ\Cl" Teny 
Snively of Powhatan's man of 222 points. 

lu his three-year gridimn career with the Cmdina!s, he rushed fOf 3959 yanls {second at the time mi the Ohio 
Va\!ey career list) and scored 349 points. Pe!CfSOII had his fcKJtball No. 22 retired by the school. 

In track, he recorded the Ohio Valley's fastest time in the 100-meters as a senior {I 111 seconds) and also hwl 
the fastest 100-yanl time (103) that year. He won the OVAC Chwi M IClO-meter mce in II.I seconds. 

He spilt spring duty hetweeu track aud buschall WJd was an AU-Valley lumoruble mention pick, hilling .352 11ml 
~ng 25 stolen ~ on an 18-7 roconl U:am. Peterson alsn participated in basketball as a sophomore arn1 jun­
mr. 

He earned a schola.tlihip to Miami (Ohio) University and was honored three times rn1 the All-Mid-American 
Conference football team, inclnding first team ocroiades in J 982, secorul team iu 1983 and hrnmrable mention in 
1981. A four-year lttterwinner, he is fifth 011 the all•time career rushing yardage list lit Miami with 2,874 yards. 

Following his gmdUlltinn from Miaml in I 985, Peterson went on to II coaching career, first as high school assis­
tant lit Cadiz as well as Cincinnati Andersnn and Cincinnati Withmw. He then spent eight year.,; at Miwui of Ohio 
(1991-98), five years at Northweskm University (1999-2004) and he is cum,ntly beginning his fourth ye;u- at 
Ea.stem Michigan University where he is the assistant hew! =hldefensive coonllnator/Jinebackcrs coach. 

Suzie Dailer (Athlete - t990sl 

Suzie Dailer(Wheeling Ccutrul Catholic High School,Class of 1991). She pmvcd to 
be a true "quee11 of the court" in many ways, excelllng for four years in basketball and 
tennis and adding a couple of fine seasons In vo!leyhall for good nie,isnre. 

In basketball, Dailer gain AU-West Vuginia recognition all four years, including first 
team iu Class AA as a sophomore and senior aud second team laurels as II junior. Sbe 
WWI also II three-time Al!-OVAC 1111d All•Valley firsl team selection and a two-time A!I­
Mnuntaineer League pick. The valley's leader in lhrcc-point field goals 1111 four years, 
she scored 22.1 points per game as a senior and fini~hed her can:cr with 1,381 points, c 
the all-time girls' in.wk for the Lady Mamon Knights. Daller led Centr.il to three straight 
OVAC Class AA championships aud was a sophomore 011 the Knights' W. Va, Cius AA 
state 111nner•11p !lljuad in 1989. Ccutral posted a 77.17 m;ord dnring her career. 

In tennis, she also letten:d four years and had tremendous snccess in both OVAC aud state tonmwueut play, 
culminating in a W. V.i. stall: doublei chwnpiouship (with l';uu Butch) as II senior as the Lady Knights fin­
ished as the state runner-Up. She also finished first or second in severnl OVAC and regional touma.iuents in 
both singles a.11d doubles 1111d helped the tewn to lhree OVAC titles wtd three top four finishes in the state. 

In volleyball, she lettered twice and gained first team Al!-OVAC honors as a senior, helping the team to a 
37-S recunl and the OVAC, W.Va. Section I and Region I titles, and a Class AA runner-up finish in the state 
tournament. 

Dailer continued tn star at St. Bonaventure University as a four-ye.arstrutcr Wld lctterwinner. She finished 
ltll the school's fifth all-time leuding scorer ( I All points) 111td had Ille fifth-Wt single-season in ! 992.93 (524 
points). She set records for single-game (8). single-season (99) wid career (291) three-pointers.; had the iln­
gle-seasou reconl for a,nists (163) and Willi secmu.l i11 =• a.si;i.ts (449). Her all-star booorn al St. 
Bonaventure im:lnded IICCOfld team all-conference llll a sophomore and lhi.nl !cam as a senior. The 1995 
Division I Wnmeu·s Basketba!l Nutional Three-Point Slu10ting chan1pion, she was inducted i11t(1 the St. 
Bonaventnie Athletic Ha!! of Fame in 2006. 
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Mike Kovalick (Athlete ~ 1970s) 

Mike KuWJlick {Bellaire High School, Class of 1975). Kovalick has the distinction 
of not only being a IWlHport standout, but also a two-state standout. 

Kovalick, the son of legendary coach George Kova\ick, was II prep grid artd mat per­
fonner for three years at Weir High before matriculating to Bellaire High for his senior 
ye.tr. Both schools benefited from his prowess on the gridiron and on the Jllllt. 

Kovalick is II mie state champiou wrestler in both West Virginia and Ohio. He tumed 
the trick iu the Mouutaiu State as a junior for the Red Riders aud capped his prep 111111

1
: 

career wich a state championship in the Buckeye Stille for the Big Reds. Buth wrestling 
crowns came in the 185-pound classification. 

The powerful matman was uear-perfcct his filllll two years on the Jlllll. He won 27 of28 matches u a jun­
ior befolll running the table in all 28 bouts as senior. He was an OVAC champion both winters after placing 
fifth as a rophomnre. 

He fiuished his illu.trious wrestling career with II stellar 64-3-2 mark. 
Kovalick continued his mat snccess 011 the co!legillte Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas ut 

Arizona Stall:. Kovalick finished as PAC·IO runner-up at 190 pounds in his senior seaMlll, 
Kovalick - Bellaire High's first-ever stall: wrestling champion - was inducted lnto the school's Hall of 

Fame in 1983. 
He was also WJ all•star perfonner in football. The two-wuy linenum anchored the Weir High trenches his 

sophomore wtdjuuinr yearn Wld filled the same mle for Bellaire ht 1974. 
Kovalick earned all-Valley und a\l-OVAC honors his final two years. Moreover, he was muued all-Ohio in 

football his senior Lw.impaigu 1111d he played in the OVAC All•Star Game. 
Kovalick resides in Wheeling. 

Connie Doutt (Athlete ~ 1980s) 

Cumril! Duutt (Buckeye Tr.ti! Hi~h School, Cfoss of 1981). At a time when girb' 
sports were starting to take hold in high school athletics, Doutl was one of the fir:st who 
e:lcel!ed in three sports ~ basketball, volleyball w1d softball - but it wm on the bas­
ketball court where she had her biggest impact. 

The school's all-time leading scorer with 1,842 ~ints who ulso had 538 career 
rebounds, the 5-7 gnanl helped Tr.iii tu four stnught trips tn the OHSM Stall: 
Tournament uiukr Coach Dave Llnn. indnding a stall: ch.ampionship during her sopho-
1nore SC11Sill1 in 1979. 

In her freshman yem-, Tr.iii posted 11 22-1 recnnl, with Doutt scoring 284 points wid 
gaining Associated Press A JI.Ohio honorable 1nentinn. She scored] 11 points as the Lady 
Warriors went 23-1 in winning the stute tlt!e in her snphonmre seuson, with Doutt uaiued the state tournameiit 
MVP and again gaining honorable mention AJI.Ohio accullllh.-s. The team went 26--1 with Dontt as II junior 
scoriug 432 points. She received first team AU-Ohio from United Press International and finished as runner-up 
as the "Player of the Year~ to Tmil teannnate Lori Heady. She wus also a third 1eam AU-Ohio pick hy AP. 

Doutt moved tu the head of the class, so to speak, as a senior when she scored 815 points aud WIUI fir:st tt:am 
UPI All-Ohio and "Player of the Yew·• wi well as first team AP A!I-Ohiq and first lellln Al!-OVAC. That year, 
Trail posted a 23-4 reconl, meaning the Lady Warriors' record during Doutt's fonr yearn was an incmdible 94• 
7. She wu selected for the first Ohio North-South All-Star Game and scored 18 points to cam gnme MVP hon­
ors. 

Doolt was also a four-year starter WJd letterwinner in both volleyball and softball, playing on 1he Lady 
Wanims' state toumament tewn in 1979. She was inducted into the Buckeye Trnil Athletic lfol! of Fwue iu 
1996. 

Tite talented cager went on tu a fine four-year career at the Uuiversity of Michigan. becoming the school's 
first out-of-state scholarship recipient in women's basketball. For her career at Michigan, Doutt scored 415 
points, had 267 rebounds and (70 assists. 

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 1990s) 
Mark Cisar (Magnolia High School, Class of 1994). lie is the only twiHJme winner 

of a stute football "Player of the Year" award in OVAC history, having won West 
Virglnia·s Kennedy Award iu 1992 and '93. He WIili also the Gatorade ~pfoyer of the 
Yeur" in 1992 1111d was a two-time Cl11Ss AA all-state captain. He was a two•tinie A!l­
OVAC wu:I All-Valley selection. 

Cisar plllyed quarterback, safety, placekicker aud punter on Blue Eagle teams that 
compiled a two-year record of 25-3, finishing as the CJ!ISs AA state mnner-11p twice 
under the tntt:lage of his father, Dave Cisar. In two seusous IUI a starter and one as a 
backup, he p11Ssed for Ohio Valley record totals of 5,193 yallU and 64 touchdowns. As 
a junior, he passed for II reconl 2,691 yards and 34 TDs. He also kicked a valley aud state record total of 85 
poinli wid had a reconl-tying 99-yard TD pllSS as a junior. 

In baseball, he was a three-time AU-West Virginia Class AA,All-OVAC and All-Valley pitcher. 
He was also a regn!ar in bnskethal!, scoring 45 pulnts in a game on one occasion. 
He earned a baseball scholarship to Charleston Sonth~m Unlvernity in South Carolina where he was a fonr­

year starter. He was named Big South Cnnference "Player of the Year" in 19lJ7 and WIili a three-time all-con­
ference pick. 

He was dr.ified by the 80:'lton Red Sox aud was the Red Sox Rookie Leugue "Pitcher of the Year" in 1998. 
111 1999, he was selected to the South Atlantic League All-Star Team uud won a Sunth Atlantic Leai,;ue title 
in '99 u a member of the Augnsta Green Jackets. He then played for the Capita.ks de Quebec, an independ­
ent league team, and was an all-star in 21Kl2 and the Northern Le11gue "Relief Pitcher of the Ycnr". 

Cisar eamed his bachelor's degree in physical education and wus n substitute teacher for five years in the 
Wetiel Con11ty School system before gomg back to Charleston (S.C,) to M!rve as a health and physical cdn­
cation reacher as well llll an assistant football coach. 

He is the head football coach at Uuinn Local High Sclmol, guidiug the Jets to a 9-1 record and their first­
ever OHS AA playoff berth in 2(Xl7, He was named the Eastt:m District's Division TV "Co-Coach of the Year''. 
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Dr. Vincent 'Vince' Monseau (OVAC 1Contributor') 

Dr, Vincent"Vinu" M11n1eau (Weir High School,Class of 1958). Think of the sport 
of wrestling and you think of Monseau, whn enjoyed succesli at the high schonl level 
!,ica!ly before making his mark at West IJberty State College. 

As a high school coach, he spent nine y= at Oak Olen, Charleston aml Weir high 
schools, guiding the 1967 Oak G!en squad to a W.Va. State Timmament championship. 

After one year at Peru State in Nebraska, he spent 31 years (1973,2004) as head 
coach at West Liberty, compiling a 359-221-7 record. He coached 72 All·Americnns. 
34 Academic Al!·Americam and six National Champions and guided the Hilltnppers to 
a nutional runner-up finish in 1995. 

Mm1seau, who also coached football and cross country during his days al WLSC, 
directed the NAIA National Wrestling Tournament in both 1979 and '87 and was an administrative assistant 
for the NCAA Division II National Wrestling Tournament in 2003. 

His awanls rue numerous, including the OVAC 'Mr. Mat' awanl in 1983; NAIA Hall of fame in 1987; 
USA Wrestling Bmnre Level Member Coach in 1987; West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of fame in 
1997; NCAA Division II Southwest Regional Coach of the Ycur in 1996 and 1997; National Wrestling !fall 
or fame in 2002; NCAA Division JI Wrestling Hall of Fmne in 2003; and National Wrestllng Coachell 
Association Lifotime Member in 2004. 

Currently in his fifth year WI principal at River High School, Monseau also directed youth wrest!lng camps 
at West Liberty for nearly 30 years. 

As an athlete, Mnnscau partidpated in football, wrestling and trm:k at both Weir High and West Liberty 
State College and later participated in ma11y distance races, including the Boston Marathon and Wheeling 
Distan< .. -e Race. 

Monseau attained his B.A. degree from West Liberty State College WI well as both a M.A. and Doctorate 
of Educatlnn fmm West Virginia University. 

Gene Ford (Coaches) 

Gene Ford (l111.Iian Valley North High Schnol, Clas.> of 1970). As colorful and well­
known as he was successful, Fon! compiled a 440-262 recnnl in 31 yearn as a high 
schnol boys' basketball coach. 

He cnached one }"ear al Shenandoah and five al Tuscarawas Valley before making his 
mark during 25 yearn at Cambridge High (1980-2005) where he won 400 games and lost 
183. 

Fonl's Cmnbriilge teams compiled a 59-25 reL-un.l in tournament play, winning 18 
sectional titles, eight district cmwns and five regional championships leading to five 
state tournament appearances (1987-88, !991-92,1994-95, 1995-96 and 1999-2000), 
including a runner-up finish in 1994-95. His teams also won IO East Central Ohio League titles. 

He received "Cnach nfthe Year" honors in the OVAC. Eastern District, District 12 and ECOL and was the 
OHSBCA Divisinn JI State "Coach of the Year" in 1988. 

Ford served as president nf the District 12 Coaches Aswciation, as a trustee for the OHS AA Foundation and 
on the Board of Directors of the Ohio High School Basketball Hall of Fame Museum. The recipient uf the 
OVAC Earl Haberfidd Coaches Award in 2(XJ5, he was inducted intu the Ohio Jllgh School Basketball 
Coaches Association !fall of fame in 2007 

As an athlete, he e11med 11 varsity letters (four in baseball, four in track, three in basketball) at Midvale 
and Jndiun Valley Nnnh. He scored IJIO can:er pi,ints and earned first team all•Ohio, a!l-Eastem District 
and alHnter Valley Conforence accolades in basketball and was a state qualifier in the pole vault in track, 

He was a four-year letterman at Muskingum College in basketball, scoring 1,717 points (secnnd must in 
school histmy) while earning all-Ohio Athletic Conference "Athlete or U1e Year" honors and UPI "Small 
America" accolades. He was a charter member of the Muskingum Athletic Hall of fame in 1980. 

Bill Paolisso (Officials) 

Bllf Paolino (Weir High Schou!, Class of 1946). He was a mainstay among area 

officials, working OVAC football and boys/girls basketball games for a SO-year period 
fmm 1948-1998, first with the ¼'heeling board and later with the Welrtnn-Steubenville 

boanl. 
Paofaso officiated 10 West Virginia state championship football games during his 

career and several Ohio-West Virginia and OVAC AU-Star football games. 
In baske!ball, he officiated more than 100 pnstsenson tnumaments (sectionals, region­

als, state), including 19 state tnunmmcuts. He worked the fiT5t Samuel A. Mum!ey 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic in 1978 and also was a referee in the We~t Virginia Conference. 

Among Paolisw·s officiating awards are the OVAC Robert Dawsun Officiab Awanl: the Ohio Valley 
Fix,tball Coaches Associmion Officials Awanl; the West Virginia Secondary Schools Atliletic Commission 
Awanl; and the Weirton-Steubenville Officials· Boan! Awanl. 

Paolisso was a Uiree•sport mh!ete at Weir High (fmtball, basketball and baseball). He was first team all-state 

in football and basketball as a senior, earniug a!I-OVAC honors in basketball twice and once in fmitball. lie 
was also all-tournament for the state champion Red Riders' baseball team. 

He played two years of professional baseball in the SL Louis Cardinals' orga11ization {1952 and 1953) and 

he served two years iit the U.S, Anny. 
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Richard 'Dick' Edge (OVAC 'Family') 
Richanl "Dick" Edge (Wheeling High School, Clas11 of 1954). To say Edge has 

worn mimy different hats over the years would be a vast understatement. 
He has spent 42 yearn in educatilm, serving as a teacher, coach, assistant principal, prin­

cipal and superintendent at various OVAC-member schools. 
Edge coached in various capacities at Triadelphia, Watw1xll.! and Wintersvi!le high 

schools, starting the wrestling pmgraffi.'l at both Triadelphia and Warwood as well as 
four junior high programs in Ohio County. He coached Warwo(ll.! tu an undefeated i.ca· 

son and an OVAC wrestling championship as we!! as si;,;th place finish in the W.Va. 
State Tournament when there was only one classification. He alsu ca,foumkd and 
cuached summer track and girls' sofiba!I programs in Wintersville. 

Among his acculades were being named Ohio Eastern District Wn:st!ing Coach or the Yeur in 1975; receiv­
ing the OVAC's prestigious 'Mr. Mat' Award in 1979; induction into the West Liberty State College Hall of 
Fame in 1997; and sckL'tion to the WLSC Wall of HonOf" fur Ou1standing Alumni in 2003. 

Edge served as president of the OVAC during the 1986-87 and 1987-88 school yearn and served as a member 
of the OVAC &ecutlve Board fur many years. He was also a past president of the Tri-County Athletic League 
and the East Central Ohio League. 

He also officiated at various levels in f1KJtball, basketba!l and track. 
Edge represented Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC All--Star F1x1tba!l Game and then went on to West 

Liberty State College where he was a four-year lettennan, tw(l,time all-West Virginia Conference selection 
am! the team's cu-captain as a seniOf". 

He received his B.A. in Business Education, Health F..ducatlnn and Physical f:dueatinn and a Master's 
De!,'l'CC in Secondary Administration from the University of Dayton. He is a U.S. Anny veteran, serving 
active duty fmm 1958-60 and in the reserves from 1960-63. 

John Sorrenti <Medial 
John Sorrenti (Weir High School, Oa88 of 1956). Even if you don't know Sorrenti, 

you probably recognlte his vnlce. 
Back in 1954, at the 3!,'ll of 16, he began what would be a 40-y= career as ~ sports 

annoom:cr for WEIR Radio in Weirton. During that time, he bruad=t football, basketball 
and baseball gmnes fur four OVAC-member sch<.xils ~ Weir, Madonna, Bmnke and 
Wintersville, 

After retiring from that position in 1994, he worked four years for television station 
WfOV-TV9 on football "Game of the Week" telecasts and also announced the OVAC 
Wrestling Tournament telecast in 1996. 

As a long-time friend and supporter of the OVAC, Sorrenti served as Master of Ceremonies for the OVAC 
Queen of Queens competition for five years in the mid, 1980s nnd he has been the Master of Ceremonies at 
the OVAC Hall of fame Banquet since its inception. 

Among Som:nti's awards, he was honored nn the Wdr High Wall of Fame in 1995 and received two 
separate honors fmm the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley, including the 21l09 Robert S. McKc!vey 
Memorial Awanl. 

Sorrenti began a political career in 1982 when he was elected a:i a Weirton City Councilman. In 1986, he 
was elected as o Hancock County Commissioner. a position he was re•elected 10 twkc for a total of 18 yearn 
in nffice. 

He has also served as Purchasing Agent for Jlanmck County Schools and Adult Education and Placement 
Coordinator of the John D. Rockefeller IV Career Center and is currently Manager of Training at Mountaineer 
Casino, Resort and Racetrack. 

Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Coaches) 

llen,y .. llank" Lazasz (Warren Cnn~olidated High &Imo!, Class of 1950), A pillar 
of the boys• basketball coaching community for 34 yearn, L.azasz tt~ the 4(K)-vktory 

b~b:~:t~:ale~r:bi~:afur~ ~5-~F~~~~-udeye South, Bue ye S011thWest and 

Al! told, l..azasz--coached teams won four OVAC championships, HI sectional titles 
and three district crowns while having two teams go undefeated in the regular season 
(1970 and 1977). 

oJAb5ch:,~~Jhl~( 1~67~~fi\n1o\~ ~i~ iiji1l1~~:=;:i:' a1 it /~~:~~11!~~~~; 
OHS AA Class A se1.,1ional and district titles before bowing in the regiunnl. 

ln 16 years at Buckeye South, his teams were 211-1}3 and wun 1w11 OVAC champlonshlps (1977 and 
1981), eight sectional titles and twu district cmwns. The 1977 team was 22-1 and ranked No. I m Ohio Class 
AA, losing in the regional finals. That year, Lazasz was named Ohio Class AA ~coach of t!IC Year'' by UPI 
and Eastern District ~coach oft!IC Year'' by AP. 

He concluded with twn years at Buckeye Soutl1West and then was head L'IX!Ch in the fiT5I year of the complete 
Buckeye Local consolidation In 1990-91. 

Lazasz abu WWI the OVAC a!l-sports ~coach of the Year" in 1970 and received the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club's Carl Hami!I Awanl in 1990. Be c,mct1Cd in both the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and 
the OVAC All-Star Classic and had two yearly OVAC basketball schu!arnhips named in his honor. He receive 
the OVAC's Earl Haberfleld Coa.:hes Award in 1986. 

Ue was a member of the OHSBCA and served as president or the Di.>trkl 5 Basketba!l Coachell 

~:d~~ati~tri~~ t:nsa~!~~tc~~hi::°A~~!½~~lj.f~1sir~~~'.15ketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame 
Lazasz was a three.year letterman in high sch<.xil basketball at Warren Consolidated in both basketball and 

f(KJtbal!. lie then lettered twn yearn in basketball and four in foutball at Bethany College before serving twn 
year5 in the U.S. Anny. 

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Ath1ot, - 1940,J 

llarold "l)o,:" Daugflerly (Weir High School, □ass uf 1945). In 1945, he became 
the first or only seven high school athletes In win the W,Va. Amateur Athlete ufthe Yeur 
Award, the state's oldest honor datiug back to JIJ34. A first team, a!l-dats, all-stater in 
football, basketball und baseball, he alro earned A!I-OVAC football und basketball hnnms 
as a Red Rider senior. 

TI1e two•way back led Weir to a 9-1 football record in 1943, losing only to state 
champion Parkersburg. As a seniur, in 1944, he led Weir to a 40-13 vi~1my nver 
Parkersborg and accuonted for five touchdowns - a TD tun, two TD passes, a IOI-yard 
pass inten:eptiun return and !Ill 80-yanl kickoff n:turn. 

Daugherty's two-year career included running and passing for 1,925 yard8 and 31 ttmchdowus. lie also 
returned kicks and was a star defensive back. 

In basketball, the all-stater helped Weir to a 22·2 reconl. In baseball, he led the,Red Ridern to the one-dass 
state championship in 1945. 

He signed a football scholarship to Ohio State University where he played on a 7,2 rernnl team as a fresh• 
man starting safety. In the fifth game, he moved into the starting offensive lineup as tailback. lie was drafted 
into the U.S. Army in April of 1946 and, alter discharge, he signed a prnfos~io11al baseball etmtract with Ille 
Detroit Tigcrs and plarC<.l pro baseball from 1948-53. lnduded were three yearn in Clas.~ AAA with Bulfaln 
and To!C<.lo. He opened the 1951 season with the major league team, but returned to To!C<.lo after a month. 

When the Wel'r High fonthall coaching job opened, he was hired and guided his second team, in 1955, to 
an E-2 recunl and an OVAC title, lie also continued his pro baseball career by playing in the late 19509 in 
Minot, N.D., and Mitcbel!, S.D., and was manager of farm learns tn 1964 and 1965 in Cocu Brnch. Fla,, and 
Duluth, Minn. He capped his high school coaching career in Bedford, Ohin. 
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Jim Hanna (Athlete w 1950s) 

Jimllanna (Weir High School, Class of 1950). A three•sport all-star who led the Red 
Ridern to two 11t11.te one-class championships 115 a senior, he is one of the most decorat­
ed athletes in school history. A varsity football starter ns II freshman, he continued to 
excel under Hall of Fame coach Carl Hamill, who labeled Hamm and Daugherty as "two 
of the finest al!-amund athletes~ he co,iched in his legerula,y career. 

In 1949, Hanna starred on the 11-11 record Weir football team which won the first 
W.Va. largest Class A playoff title with 11 27-13 victory over Ml\wn. The two-way 
end/punter/p\acekicb:r landed nine touchdown passes and scored 113 points 11.'1 a senior 
when he was runner-up for the West Virginia Player of the Yem' Heisman Awunl (now the Kennedy Awunl) 
and was sclected first team All-OVAC,A\1-Va!Jey and AU-State. He also played in twn all-star games: West 
Virginia vs. Ohio and Ute West Virginia North-South gwru:. 

In basketball, be w11s socond team All-W.Va. and All-OVAC. 
In baseball, he pitched and batted Weir to the one~lass West Virginia championship. In the 5-3 finals' win 

over East Bank, he struck out 10 in a six-hit effort and batted in four runs with two singles. 
He accepted a football st:holarship from legendary Kentucky coach Paul (Bcur) Bryant and started 111 end 

on a freshman squad quarterlmcked by Babe Parilli. He left school to play minor league baseball for several 
seasons before returning to Weirton, where he bas been a !Ollg-time local America11 Legion, high school and 
summer baseball coach and scout, 

Tim Anderson (Athlete M 1960s) 

7im Ander,on (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967}. Anderson's football career 
was a well-traveled one, as we!] as a qnite suc~>essful one. He first realized grid greatness 
in Follansbee, a prep cnrttr so good that it landed him a scholarship Ill one of the premier 
football colleges in the nation - The Ohio State University. 

Jmt like for the Blne Wave back on the banks of the Ohio River, Anderson starred 
for the Buckeyes, so much J10 that he was a first-round pick of the San Fra11Cisco 49ers. 
His NFL, days, however, got off to a delayed start due to contr.ict difficulties. In the 
me1mtlme, Amle.nmn enjoyed an all-league honors stint wHJ1 the Canadian Football 
League's lbronto Argonauts. 

Anderson was a 1hree-sport standout at Follansbee High. In addition in hi~ many fnotba!l achievements, 
the 6 ft., 195-pnunder distingufabed himself quite nicely in baseball and tr~d:. 

As a seniar,Anderson·s Blue Wave went 8-2. Those two blemishes came in the season's first two games, 
contests in which Anderson did not play due to injury. In just eight games, Anderson rushed fur 863 yanls 
and also led the team in tackles As a result, the two-wuy back earned all-OVAC, All-Valley and all•W.Va. 
Class AAA first-team honors. As junior, he was all-OVAC and A!l-Val!cy second team. 

He started two years for the Blue Wave baseball squad as an outfielder. He a!su joined the tmck team as a 
senior and wus fifth iu the state Class AAA shot put. 

At Ohio State,Anderson startt:dthrec-years as a defensive back. During that span, the powcrl"ul Buckeyes 
went 27-2 with two Big Ten titles while ulso being named the consensus 1iational champions in 1968. That 
terun beat the OJ. Simpson-led USC Trnjans in the Rose Bowl. As a senior, he wus first-team all-Big Ten and 
was a first team All-American. 

His Buckeye stardom proved a springhoanl to being the 23nl pick in the 1971 NFL draft. He owned the 
distinctlnnofbeing the highest of the 12 Ohio State gridders chosen in thatdraft,includingJack Tatum. When 
unable to agree to tcnll!I with the 49ers, he played four seasons in Cllnada before returning to San Francisco 
and playing the 1975 campaign for the Niners. The fol!owing season, Anderson played for the Buffalo Bills. 

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 1970s) 

MartyCuyne(Unsly Mi!itury Institute, Class of 1977). Coyne was u three-sport stand­
out for the Cadets, but basketball was definitely the versatile 6 ft. 5 athlete's meal tickl:t. 

Coyne distinguished himself as one of the premier hoopsters in the Ohio Valley 
during the decade of the '70s. He was a three-yelll" stllrter in roundbal! nt Linsly, 
blossoming into a virtuul scoring muchine his juuior and seninrcampaigus. Coyne netted 
599 points in his junior season alone, good for a 27 2 average. He was also a beast nn 
the boards, grubbing 14.2 caroms per nutiug. He nearly duplicated those numbers in his 
senior campaign, scoring 598 points for a 27.1 average. 'Ille talented post's rebound 
totals ballooned to 16.5 per game. 

Coyne's scoring antks were tops in the Ohio Valley both seasons. His single-game high was 46 against 
Wbt.'tl!ing Centra!. Tiie dependable cager scored in double figures in a!l 47 of his high school stllrts. Coyne·s 
scoring prowess also translated Into team success. lhe Cadets compiled 54•12 record during his final three 
campaigns. The Bridgeport native garnered nil-City, all·OVAC and all-West Virginia honors each for his last 
two years. He also was co-captain of the all-state team as II senior. He ended his illw;trious banlwood career 
with 1,389 points. 

He w,13 ldso a standoot on the gridiron,starting three seasons. The glue.fingered receiver led all Ohiu Valley 
small school pass catchers his senior season while also avemging 37.5 yanls per punt. Coyne WllS also named 
a!l-OVAC and all-state first team for his football succen as a senior. 

Springtime saw Coyrn: start three seasons on the Llnsly diamond, serving as co-captain us a senior. 
After graduation fmm Limly, Coyne received au nppoiuunent to the U.S. Militury Academy at West Point 

(NY). He had the privilege of playing for the now legendary Duke head ru.ich Mike Knyiewsk.i. Co)llle starteu 
three seasons, helping the Black Knights of the Hudsl.m to an NIT berth in 1978. He aver~ged 15.6 points o 
game as a junior und 16.5 poiul!i 11.'1 a-senior. His 1,126 career points mnked 11th on the a!l-time Anny scoring 
list at Ilic time of his graduation. He also grabbed more than400 mbnumls for the Cadets, where he served as 
co-captain as a senior. Coyne ascended to the rank of LTC with 11 yelll'll active duty. 

Charlie Keenan (Athlete • 19so,J 

Charlk Keenan (Steubenville High Schoo!, Class of 1985). Be it on the gridiron, 
wn:stling mat lli:" ill the classroom, Keenan prided himself on excellence and in all three 
lln:llS of his life, he was nothing short of sensatiomd. 

Keenan was the cornerstone of Big Red's initial state grid playoff championship, 
captaining the 1984 grid juggernaut. He led the Rel1n Sacr:ocda-cruched gridders ui a 
13--0 season that fall. He estab!i>hed 1iew schcxi\ records flH:" tackles and sacks en route to 
being named the state's Division II Llneman of the Year. lhe first-team all-stater wus also 
accnnled honorable mention All-American plaudits. He was named c:iptain of the all­
OVAC and all-Easrem District teams arn:1 was selected to play in tlie OVAC and Ohio 
North-South All-Star games. 

'The relentless lineman was a three-yCW" startu for Steubenville that went 30--0 in the regulur season arn:l 33-
2 overall. His great grid play earned him the distinction of being named the eo-c:aptain of the 1980s AU-Decade 
Football Team sel.e.cted by The Intel!lgencer. His Blg Red sn= proved a springbourd to a football scholarship 
to The Ohio State University where he was II lcttemuut for the Scarlet & Gray gridders. 

Keenan was just as impn:ssive on the prep mal!i. He woo a pair of OVAC titles, capturing the 175-ponnd class 
as a sophomore followed by the 185-poond crown as a junior befom grabbing the br<ISll ring WI the Ohio state 
kingpin tbat winter, Keenan opted to move up to heavyweight !l!i a senior, prep-.uing him for the rigors of an Ohio 
State gridder.111111 move to heavyweight set up a match against Barnesville High"s mammoth and follow OSU 
grid recruit Tim Mm;ley. Tiie two met in the OVAC fm:113 in 1985, att:rac1ing possibly the largest crowd at a 
wrestling match in Ohio Valley annals, with MoJt]ey pulling 0111 an epic l 1·8 triumph. It snapped Keenan's 
45-match winning streak. Keenan was awarded the George Kovalick Scholnrship that year. Ile finished his Ulg 
Red wn:stling cai=r with II sparkling I lU-18 re!.'Ord. 

Keenan also opted to wrestle at Ohio State,eaming two varsity letters in the mat sport. 
He was lhe Ste11be11vil!e High valedictnrian, compiling a4.0 GPA. fie went nn to eam master'~ and doctorate 

degn:es. After n=iviug his OSU degree, Ket:nan returned home and served as a teacll1:1, adm.inin111tor and 
coach at his alma mater. He nnw is u school superintenden.t in northeru Ohio. 
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Bill Jobko (Athlete - 1950s) 
BUl Jobko (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1953). A three-year, three-sport 

Bulldog 111hlete in football, baskctba!l and baseball, he eumed All-OVAC and All­
Valley football honors as a senior lineman. 

Recruited by Ohio State University, he became a two-way offensive guard 1111d 
linebacker who played on the Buckl:ye national title teams of 1954 IUld 1957 when the 
Buckeyes won twu Ri,se Bowls. He W!l!i team MVP in 1957, He is the only player in 
Big I{) Conference history to lJever p!ay in II Joslng Big 10 regular season game. He 
recorded a safety for the College A!l-Stars in a 35-19 victory O\'er the NFL champion Detroit Lions, one of 
only eight time~ the collegians defeated the NFL dmmplons in the annual classic. 

He was dmfied by the Los Angele!! Rams and played for the NFL team from 1958-62 before pelfomling 

for the Minnesota Vikings from 1963-65, Jobko capped his pro playing career as a team defensi\'e t'llptain of 
the original Atlanta Fakow1 in !966. From 1967-89, he worked for the Falcons in varioW1 roles -assistant 
coach, scout nnd Director of Pro Player Personnel. He dnsed his NFL career us chief college scout of the 

Phoenix Cardinals from 1989-94. 
Bridl,'Cport High School honoredJobko hy naming the street entrnnce to Perkins Field as "B!ll Jobko Way" 

and then on Aug. 21, 2008, dedicated its home compleJt as ~nm Johko Football Stadium.~ 

Mark Thompson (Athlete - 1960s) 

Marie Thompson {Mount Pleasant High School, Clas~ of 1969). Basketball was a way of 
life in the 1bompson family, with Mark being the most producti\·e. His two older brotben 
- Rich and Jim - started a hoop t;adition 111 Moum Pleasant High in 1960. Every ytar 
during that decade witnessed a Thompson in the Mounties' starting lineup, ending with 
Mark's graduation in 1969. Mark set the fwnily standard,howcver, forbusketball greatness. 
He wasted nu time JJU1ling his presence felt on !he llatdwood,fittlshing as the second-lead­
ing scorer for the junior varsity team as a frosh. Thatjayvee squad went 18-0. 

lhompson w-.i,; nnthing short nf magical the next three winters, leading th'-' team in 
scoring und rebounding each enmpuigu. !fa tremendo11$ play alsu sparked an eye-popping 
9'.!-9 reconl during that span for !he Mounties, which included three sucres:iive s«tional 
eu--drnmpiouships, a district final benh 11ml a district semi•final apptlllllnce, As a sophomore, the hard-working 
hoopster averaged 17.6 points 11 game. Thlll figure jumped m '.!4.fl as a junior wid was capped by a 28.1 per game 
showing as a senior, includlng a career-bell! 50 lightings against Smithfield. During that senior year, the Mounties 
averaged more than 95 points a game, t"pping the centnry mark in silt of 18 regular season contests. 

AU told, the 6 ft. 4 Thompson - who was blessed with both inside Wld outside scoring skills - exited high 
school with I ,623 points in his portfolio, He netted ll host ofuccolad~s for his baskcthall tltpertise, headed by first 
team u!l-Ohio honurn as both a junior Wld senior. He was also w1 all-Eastcm District, all-Eastern Ohio Athletic 
Leagne and al!-OVAC honoree all three years. He was ~ptain oflhe OVAC team as a senior. 

Thmnpso11 was no one-sport wonder !l!i he also displayed his athletic prowess on both the gridiron and baseball 
diamond. He was a two-way starter in football, starring as quarterback and defensive back. Tiie threc-y~ar regular 
was an all-Eastern Oistrict,a!l-OVAC and Eastern Ohio Athletic !..rogue selection in his junior and senior seascms. 
Titompson also picked up three letters in haschall., chu!k.ed Up two no-hitter, w,d fournne-hitrers. 

Not surprising, Thompson ll!C~ivcd some !20 Divisiou I cnl!ege scholarship offern. He cas! his lot with 
basketball at the University of Florida. Thnmpson was the secom\.leading scon:r on the Gators' frosh team. After 
red.shirting l1S a sophomore due to an ankle injury. he work.ed himself into being a part.time starter during his 
junior und scuior seDSons and was a CO•caplaiu his final campl!ign with the Gators. 

Mike Dawson (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Mike 1'"11'11111 (Mugnolia High Scht)ol, Class uf 1978). When you begin to recall the great 
athletes in Magrmlla High annals, Mike Dawson is always near the top of the list. And why 
ruit'/ Tiie rugged 6 ft. 2, 195-poumler eamed l2 leltcrn in four spurts fcH:"the Blue Eagles. 

Jt was football, however, which brought Dawson the most ucc!aim. Following hfa senior 
grid s=m in 19n, Dawson was selected as the W.Va. AU-Class !'layer nf !he Year by lhe 
MorganU1w11 Touchdown Club while finishing as nmncrop for the Kennedy Awanl. That 
same season, he was nwned captain of tlic all-W.Va. C!ass AA team as a defensive back after 
pilfering seven passes. He was also lhe c:tptain nf tl,e ldl.V--Jlley and al!-OVAC teams. 
Dawson rushed for 833 yards on just 112 carries in nine gwnes as a senior for Coach Dave Cisar. He was nllIIll.'d 
secrmd-U:am all-state Ds a quarterback as a junior. For his career, Dawson accounted for more than ),IX}() all-purpose 
yards and totaled 152 poinl!i del;pite missing four games with injuries. 

Dawson ultimately selected West Virginia Uttlverslty. As u sop!JMK1re, he earned a starting spot as a linebacker, 
but he injured his knee while blocking a punt against Penn State. Dawson ended as a two-year Mountaineer grid 
lettemtan. 

The talented Blue Eagle was a!so dumiWlllt in basdmll. He was a four-year starter, seeing actiou at both catcher 
and shortstnp !Ind earning all-West Virginia laurels his junlor and senior seasons after helping lead the Eagles to the 
state tournament both years. He was a two-time all-OVAC and all-Vullcy bonoree,aerving as captain ,,fthe latter as 
a senior. Spring proved quite bw;y for Dawson. When llOf playing bnsehall, he wns a wlllllble rontrihuUH:" to lhe Blue 
Eagles' IJ'llek teanL. Despite little prac!lce time, he Willi still able tn sparkle iu the West Virginia Class A sune track 
meet, As a junior, he was runner-up in both !he JOO.yard dash and long jump, the fatter on the strenglh ofa leap bet­
ter thWl '.!1 feet. He also won the West Virginia AAU 100-yard dash in 1977 

0-Jwson'was also a three-year starter in basketball. Among his many hoop highlights was a 36-point outhunt 
against Whecling Parle 

Tim Moxley (Athlete • 19s0sJ 

1im Moxley (Barnesville High School, Oass of 1985.) A heavyweight in every sense 
of the word. Tim Moxley is certainly that. Mo"ley came up huge in both football and 
wrestling for the Shamrocks. lie enjoyed a star-studded and champion-filled four athletk 
years Ill the westem Belmont Cow,ty school. 

Moxley garnered all-Ohio hounrs in football for the Red & Green while also grabbing 
a pair of stute wrestling dmmpionships. The 6 ft. 7, 300-pnuuder parlayed his prep 
achieve1nenlli into a football scholarship at The Ohio State University. 

MoJtley was a three-year starter rn1 the Shamrocks' Hile. He helped guide the Red & 
Green to u 17-3 mark over his last two seasons and the OVAC chumpiomhip in 1983, 

He was accorded a bevy of first tewn all-star honors for his senior season play. They included all-Valley, !di• 
OVAC, nil-Eastern District and all-Ohio by The Associated Press. He was a second-team all-Ohio United Press 
International honoree A5 ajuninr, Mm:ley was a secruul-team u!l-Val!ey sdectiuu. 

Moxley Cllf\ledout an even more glittering prep resume in the mat sport. 'The powerful heavyweight captured 
a pair of Obin state championships, matching the number ofOVAC crowns tn his credit. As a senior, he led the 
Shamrock gmpplers tu the ovemU OVACTournwnent title while also being accorded the prestigious Bierkortte 
Awanl. Moreover, the MoJtley-led matmen of Coach Darre!l Davis captured the state tournwnent rerun title in 
1985. His OVAC title matches against Stcubenvi!le's Charlie Keenan - also joining this year's OVAC Hall of 
Fwru: indoction field - are legendary. MO.Jt!ey handed Keenal! his only two lo= in the OVAC event. Moxley 
was so impressive nn the JJUlt that he was selected to the USA's Sclio!llStic All-America Wrestling ~Dream 
Team" fcH:" 1984-85. He was thinl in the OVAC us a sophomore. 

At Ohio State, Moxley was all football. He moved into the Buckl:ye11· starting lineup !IS a sophomore, after 
seeing playing time in ull 13 games us u n:d-shirt freshman. He staned sewn out of the Bucb' final eight games 
as a sophomore. As a junior, he stwtcd a!l 11 games and continued that str00g play es a senior, He played ln two 
bowl gimu,s for Ohio State - the 1987 Cotton Bowl and tlie 1990 Hall ofF!lllle Bowl. Mo:dey WllS selected by 
the Washington Redskins in the ninth round of the 1990 NFL Draft. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
David Bosley (Athlete • !!19-0,) 

David Bodey (Paden City High School, Class of 1993). Paden City prides itself on 
quality basketball. fo that end, David Bosley is on the short list of great Wildcats. 

Bosley was a scoring terror Ill the tiny Wet.cl Cuun!y Schoo!. 11ie saning also 1ranslated 
into a wealth of Wildcat winning IIS the Green & White advanced to the West Vlrglnia 
state toumament in 1991 and 1992. C{mch Bob Burton's 'Cats also grabbed the OVAC 
crowns in the 1992 and !993 seasom. All told, Paden City won !II times am.I lost just 12 
during Bosley's four-year hoop career. While the Wildcats were winning, Bosley was 
11COring. He finished his prep days with 1,996 points, indmling a senior campaign in 
which he netted 29.2 points. 7.8 assists and seven rebounds per start. Those lofiy num­
bers earned him tlie captaincy of the nll•state team. He was iilio captain of the ul!,OVAC 
squad that year lll1ll was honored by the Dapper Dans for outstanding achievement. Durin" his sophomore and 
junior seasons, the 5 ft. 11 buckoourt dandy earned all-OVAC and all-state hmmts as raJ'en City advanced to 
tlie state tournrunent each winter. 

Bosley nlso made use of his superb athleticism to star on the football field for Mike Flannery. The four-year 
grid Jetterma11 sparkled as a quarterback, earning al!-OVAC first-team honors as a junior and senior. lie com­
pleted I 13-of-22! paSS<:$ for l,271 yan!s and II touchdm1-ns while rushing for489 stripes and seven additional 
scores as a senior. Bosley was nruned to the West Virginia Sporu Ultimate AJJ.State Football Terun. As a junior, 
he completed 69-of-112 tusses for 995 yards and eight touchdowns. He nlso rushed for 559 yanls and six TDs. 
Hosley was also a stellar punter, averaging 36.1 yanls on 29 boots. 

Hosley also made his presence felt in track and field. He Wll.'I an OVAC long jump champion and also was 
a state runner-up in the 300-meter hurdles. 

Bosley took his vast basketball skills to the next level, earning a scholarship to LSU in the rugged SEC. He 
played four yenn for legendary Dale Brown, who retired afier Bos!ey's senior campaign. In Bosley's final 
regular season grune, he netted the final four points of the grune to _give Brown his first-ever triumph over 
Nolan Richardson's Arkansas Razorbacks si11ce they joined the SEC m 1991. Bosley was awarded the LSU's 
Director Cup for academic excellence and was recognized iu an SEC Scholar Alh!ete. 
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Frank Baxter (OVAC 'Contributor') 
Frank Baxter {Bridgeport High School, Class of 1949). When you think of 

Bridgeport High School, thb U SIU'Cly one of the nrunes that comes to mind. After all, 
Baxter was part of the Bridgeport school system for more than 60 ycru-s as a student, 
athlete, teacher, coach and administrator. 

As an athlete, he was an a!I-OVAC honoree in football as a center"Uneback.er and in 
basketball where he averaged 25 points per game as a senior. After a stint in the armed 
services during the Korean Wat, he enrolled at Wes! Liberty State College where he 
played foutba!l and ran track and received a bachelor'$ degree, later receiving his 
mw;ter's from the University of Dayton. 

After teaching and coachmg nt Barnesville High School for one season, he returned 
to his alma mater and be!Pl an incredible 47-year run as Bridgeport's athletic director - believed to be the 
longest tenure in OVAC history- n:tiring in 2004. 

from 1962 to 1980, he also doubled as the Bulldogs' head boys' basketball coach, guiding the team to a 
solid 269-128 =rd. His teams won four OVAC championships (1963, '66, '72 and '74); 14 sectional titles; 
twu district crmvns and one regional championship. Bridgeport posted an unbeaten regular season in 1966, 
ending with a final 23-1 record and the UPI Class A state poll chrunpionship; and finished as the 1969 Ohio 
Class A runner-up with a 25•2 record at a time when there were only two dasses in tlie state. 

Baxter was owned the Ohio Class A ''Coach of the Year" in 1966 and l=me the fU'St recipient of the OVAC's 
all-sports ''Coach of the Year'' awanl in 1969. lie was also selected Eastern Ohio and Eastern District "Coach of 
the Year'' on several occasions. In 1988, Baxter was the Eastern District "Athletic Din:ctornfthe Year'' and he was 
inducted into the Ohio Athletic Administrators Hall offame in 1994. He lws also been rceognili.!d by the Ohio High 
School Baskctball Cuaclu:s Association, the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall ofFame thruogh the OHSAA in 
1988 and with the Earl J laberficld Cuaclu:sAwmtl at the OVAC Basketball Classic in 1987, Baxter n::ceived the Carl 
Hruni!l Awanl Imm the Upper Ohio \'.tlley Dapper Dan Club in 2003 and when the new Bridgeport High School 
was constructed, the floor at the Jolm J, Havlicek Gymnasium was namal Frank Baxter Cowt. 

John Stephenson (Coaches) 
John Slqlh,mson (Waynesburg High School, Class of 1969). Regarded as the "Father 

of Cadiz Wrestling", Stephenson assumed the role of head mat oonch in the second year 
of the sport at the school. 

His first team had just ! 2 wrestler!I on the squad and finished 5•5·2, hut by the next year 
the team had increased tu 34 members and the program Willi off and running. 

What followed during the ne.,;t 14 years until Stephenson stepped dov,n after the 1988 
smsun was !hat Cadiz wrestling became highly--respccted throughout the state uf Ohio and 
was a perennial Ohiu Valley Athletic Confi:n:nce p='Crliouse. 

StepbensOIKXlUched Cardinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual meet till<:$, 12 
OVAC Class AA tournament titles arul the overall OVAC mat championship in 1981. His 
teams also won eight sectional championships and seven district titles with mnnerm.1s top 
1 O state toumament finishes, hii;fi!ightcd by the ! 987 team which captun:d tl1e Ohio Class 
A Slate Wrestling O=pionsbip. That feat earned Stephenson lhe Ohio Class A ''Coach of the Year" se1cctilm. 

Under his tutelage, Cadiz produced 29 state r\ace finishen including two state champions arul count!= 
OVAC Tournament champions. Stephenson's dua meet =rd with the Cardiruili was an impressive 142· 18-2. 

For his many c.mlributions to the sport of wrestling, including r;erving for many y= on the OVAC Wrestling 
Committee arul as director of several sectional and district toumaments, Stqlhenson was honored with the 
OVA C's prestigious "Mr. Mat Award'' in 1993. Harrison Central later recognized the long-time oonch wilh the 
naming of school's multiJ?U!JlOSC building as The John W Stephenson Center. 

Stephenson received his degree in Jud11Strial Aru and Physical Education from Fairmont State College, where 
he was an NAIAAll·American wrestler. After stepping dov,n as wrestling coach. Stephenson served as assistant 
principal at Cadit High School and tlien was pmmutcd to principal at l larrison Central when the district rcorp­
nizal in 1999 and he maintained that position until 200 I. He has also ser,;ed as principal at Harrison Hopedale 
Elementary, Harrison Laki:larnl Elementary wid has been Buildings and Grounds Supervisor for the district. 
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Otis Winston (Athlete • 199-0,) 
om Winston (Tut1mtn High Schou!, Class of 1992). Winston is sy11onymous with Ohio 

Valley high jumping. He still remains !he measuring stick for prep jumpmg greatness. 
Winston. however. was more than Wl accomplished high jumper. He pos11essed multi• 

faceted skil!s both in track u well as baskethnll. 
While becoming the Ohio Valley's first seven-foot leaper, he was equally ns dominating 

011 the hardwood, lettering four years for tbe RI¾! Knights, while garnering first-team llll­
Ohio honors as a senior. 

Winston is still the Red Knight,• all-time leading scorer via his 1,453 mark.en;. At a 
senior, the athletic forward carried his team to an OVAC 3-A crown thanks, in part, to his 
31.l points, 14 rebounds, $ix stellls and six assists per game. 

He wrui the model of rnnsi~ as reflected Ul 11 '.ID-game streak of 30 points or more. His single game high was 
46. He was both the Eastern Distnct and District 5 Player of The Year and starred in the Ohio North-South Grune. 
fiCOring 18 points in a winning cause. As ajunlor. he avcra~ 25 t'.ints a game and was first-team 1111-0VAC. He 

~:;1~~jt:i s:~t:IB~~· ~~~• f~1{m~:~1
'::: a :~~i~

0s~: :~~~f~~t\:::~: ~iih jump and 

J~:; J:igJ:1t;5h~s::i~~i:i~i~~ i~:;Jle c~J~ %ii~!ti~!if~je~mp title as a sophomore with a 6-10 
His athletic achievements led him to Columbus where he ,tnlTCd in both sporu for The Ohio State Univer.1ity. 

outf~~~r!1~~~tC:fi~fJi':1t~~~ ~tNC~~n!nf~~ !J~ h~fsh};ifb~f, ~~
1
:!iai~~~ 

Wins11m competed in the 1996 Olympic trials. 
He was no slouch for the Buckeyes in basketha!l.eaming a starting berth as ajuniur, specializing as a defensive 

sto~per. lie served the Buckeye hoopslcf!I as co-captain as a ,;cnior and finished his career with II I 7-point outing 
agamst hated•rivnl Michig1111. He was II thtee•year OSU basketball letterman. 

Winsmn went on to play professional basketbalt in Russia. An onlained minister, he still lives in the Culumbu~ 
llfCa. He owns his own production company and is a bank computer !tthnician. He also finds time to coach track 
at New A!hany High Schml. 

Rick DeLuca (OVAC 'Family') 

Rick Deluca (Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1970). Probably the 
only question regarding Deluca is in what aspect of the OVAC hasn't he made a 
significant contribution. Whether it's the arduous task of compiling the conference 
standings, serving on various committees, developing new ventures, coaching and 
even reponing the events through U1e media, Deluca has done it all. 

He's the one who puts together the weekly standings in a majority of sports in the 
OVAC, including football, volleyball, boys and girls' basketball and baseball. 

II was IkLuca who fonnulated the OVAC basketball playoffs, serving 05 the 
director of that event, and who also combined with OVAC Executive Secretary 
Tom Rataiczak to establish the OVAC Muscwn - a historical look at the confer• 
cnce, its schools and athletes throughout the years • which is housed in WesBanco 
Arena in Wheeling, 

Deluca also serves on the OVAC Volleyball Committee, the OVAC Baseball Committee, the OVAC 
Boosters Committee and the OVAC Scholllfllhip Committee. 

He also offern - through his Deluca Realty business venture - a yearly OVAC Volleyball 
Scholarship. 

Deluca, who also coached the high school baseball teams at Bridgepon for three yearn and Buckeye 
Local for one year, is a veteran of the Ohio Valley media, working for more than 40 .years 05 a pan-time 
sportswriter at The Times Leader. He was a three-time finalist for Ohio Sportswnter of the Year by 
the National Sportswriter and Sportscasters Association and received four awards from the Ohio Prep 
Sportswriters Association. He also wrote some articles for USA Today irt its early yearn and has had 
several non-sports articles published in varioll.'l regional and national publications. 

William 'Bill' Davies (Medi•) 
Wilfli,m J. "Bill" Di,~ln, (Barnesville High School, Class of 1944). A ~gentle ginnt" 

who wore many hats during his lifetime, it would be easy to label Davies as .. Mr. 
Bruncsville" to many inside and uutside the weslcrn Delmont County community, but it 
wu in the media where he made ~ps his greatest impact. 

After enlisting in the Navy durmg World War II and serving with the Navy Seaoot:ll in 
Okinawa. he attended Miami (Ohio) University and completed his education at The Ohio 
State University when:: he graduated from the OSU School of Journalism in 1950. 

A true "old Khoo\" reporter who could recall many names and events at the drop of 
a hat, his lifelong career was spent right in his backyanl at The Bmnesville Enterprise 
until his retirement in !994, serving several yearn as editor-pubfaher while also covering 
Shamrock sporting events religiously. 

Not only did he report on Barnesville athktiC!l for The Enterprise, but he also was a 
valuable contributor to the sports departments nt The Timcs Leader in Martim Ferry and The Daily Je!fcrsoni!lll 
in Cambridge. 

Among the sports-related awards Davies received were a Distinguished Service Award from the Barnesville 
wrestling program in 1991; the District 12 Basketball Cooche9 Association Distinguished Service Award in 1996; 
the Ohio B!lllebal! Hall off rune Media Award in 1997; and indnctiun into the Ohio Prep Sparuwriler.l Association 
Hall ofFame in 1998. 

He also was indudoJ into lhc Barn:svilleArea Edu:alioo Foundatioo.Hall ofFamein 1998; was mmed llanY:svilleCiti:n:n 
oflhc Year in 1994; nu:ivttl a FOI.IW'S Award fiutt lhc Ohio Asso.:iation ofCmrrnumty Co1k:gcs; an! glau:3 the \qi oflhc 
flerwlge Tn'll 111 8clmrnt Ta::hnical College. 

Davies wu a varsity letterman ln football and basketball in high school, and Wllll a member of the gold 
medal-wirming basketball team in the 1945 Pacific Olympics. He was a registered baskethall official for 20 
years and served as Ohio Stadium bench security and as on usher at Buckeye football grunea from 1958 Wltil 
the year of his death in 2003. 

Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Coaches) 
Charles "Chuck" mut (Steubenville High School, Class of 1945). A mainstay of 

Big Red athletics, Coach Watt made his mark both as head basketball and baseball 
coach. 

In basketba!l, Watt IL'lsisted Ang Vaccaro before taking over in 1967 and beginning 
a 23-ycar stint as head coach. During that time, be compiled a stellar record of 350-
149, a winning percentage of70. I. 

Big Red won eight OVAC championships under Watt (197!, '75, '78, '79, 'BO, 
'81, '86 and '90) and he was named the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association 
"Coach of the Year" in each of those 5CllSOIL'i while being named OVAC ''Coach of 
the Year" in both 1971 and 1990. llis teams won 12 sectional titles, including seven 
straight from 1983 through 1990; and captured four district championships (1970, 
'71, '85 and '90). 

I le Willi inducted into the Ohio I ligh School Basketball Coaches Association I !all of Fame in 1994 and 
into the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame. 

Watt also succeeded Vaccaro Ill! the school's head baseball coach, serving in that role from 1965-75 nnd 
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. His Big Red teams won two OVAC championships (1968 and 1973); three 
sectional titles (1968, '72 and '75/ and one district crown (1972). 

He also coached the Steubenvi le American Legion Post 33 team for many years. After serving as an 
assistant to Vaccaro from 1957-82 before becoming Uie manager in 1983 and posting a 367-104 record, 
including state championships in 1984 and 1989. 

Watt's com:hing career actually began in bis senior season at Steubenville College when he took over 
at mid-season and guided a team tl1al started out 3.5 to 11 14-8 record to earn recognition as the "Most 
Improved Team in the Country" as detennined by the Dick Dunkel National Rating System. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John 'Streaky' Haloszka (Officials) 

Juhn "Streaky" Haluuka {McKinley Vocational School, Class of 1943). 
A dedicated and co]Offul individual who was easily recogniz.able by his nick­
name, Haloszka spent 40 yearn as 1U1 official in the Ohio Valley, working high 
school games in football, basketball, softball, baseball and track. 

He also officiated in the Wheeling Outdoor Basketball League which fca­
tmed such players as Ohio State University greats John Havlicek and Jerry 
Lm;as nnd West Virginia University legends Jerry West and Rod Hundley. He 
also worked many years in the St. Virn:ent's Tournament and the Sistersville 
Independent Tournament- both wldely-recogniied for attracting top collegiate 
players fmm throughout the tri-state area. 

He worked a host of West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (SSAC) toumament 
games at the sectional, regional and state levels and also officiated in the West Virginia Catholic State 
Tournament 

Among the honors Haloszka received were an SSAC Service Award at the state basketball tourna­
ment in 1975; an SSAC Meritorious Award for 30 years of officiating football and basketball in 1984; a 
Meritorious Award for outstanding service to high school athletics from the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association (OHSAA) in 1985; recognition from the Ohio Val!ey Board of Football Officials for his 
many years of service in 1986; honorary lifetime memberships to the Ohio Valley Board of Football 
Officials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Board ofBMketba!I Officials in 1990. 

He was also honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding achievements and 
contributions to high school sport'l iu the area in 1989 and recogni:red as an honor.try official at the 
3 Isl annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic in 2002. 

Henry Josefczyk (Athlete 1950s) 
lltnry "Hunk" Joseji:zyk (Yorkville High School, Class of 1956). Al1cr five dc.:adcs, 

he holds the Ohio ¼!Icy rectml for basketball scoring average for a senior. The 6-foot-6 
center scored 1,097 points in 26 games for a 42.2 per game norm. He av1:rag~'ll 17.5 per 
game with 728 points lL'I 11junior and his four-year total of2,00I point!! rank!! in the Top 
15 in Ohio Valley hi:noiy. 

An I I-letter winner- four each in basketball and baseball and thn:e in football- he 
led the Ductll!ites to a 22-4 team record as a senior. They won the Jefferson County title 
for the second straight year plus the Ohio Cius~ B sei..1ion and district crowns including a 
win over an llllhcatcn Strasburg team before losing to Chagrin l'al!s, 62-60, in the regional 
tournament As a senior, he broke the Yorkvi!le single game scoring record set by OVAC 
charter Hall ofFamer Ken Alessi by netting 76 points agaiost Shadyside, a team he also scored 60 on in wmtht.T 
game. lie had 62 against Linsly and four 50-point games to average 45.1 points for regular season. The 76-point 
game is the third-highest in OVhistory nod came in the final regular season game, a 99-78 win. 

Josefczyk was selected first team All-Ohio, AII-OVAC and All•E.asU.m Ohio lL'I well as Chuck Taylor All­
America recognition by playing in the annual North-South AU-America Game in Murrny, Ky. lie als1.1 p!ayl'll in 
the Ohio/W. Va. v:s. Kentucky All-Star gaml'S in Huntington, W. V.l. and Ashland, Ky. 

He reportedly had imme 200 college scholarship offers and the senior class presideot and salutatofllm selected 
the Uniwrsity oflr.tyton. He was II tfuee..year v-4n11ty Jcttennan with the flyers after playing 011 the freshman team. 
Jo hb sophomore season, he was a reserve on the 25-4 record NIT runm.T-Up team which lost in overtime to Xavier 
ul1cr heating Fordham and St. John's. At Dayton, he received the first John L. Macbeth Scholar-Athlete Award 
in 1958. He graduated in 1960 in Electrical f:.nginecring and received II master's degree from Oise Institute of 
Technology. He returned to VD as an instructor for two yL'lUll, teaching the school's first graduate digital computer 
L'tlurses.At the time, Thlyton was one ofonly four colleges to olfLT computer col.lfSL'S. Jin thcnjniued the business 
world, wmklng for 12 years for Intel Corp. 

Larry Duck (Athlete 1960s) 
Ulrry Dud: (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1962). Winning and Lury Duck go 

hand-in-hand. 
The prep gridiron legend was one of the key pic=i in the Purple Riders' amazing suc­

cess in the late 195& and early 1960s. The punishing and powerful Duck \\-'llS a three-year 
grid starter for Ferry. 

What is most rcnuukab\e about his illustrious grid career was the fuel that he never lost 
a game lL'I the Purple Riden went 30-0. As a sophomore, Duck startt.'11 al middle guard for 
the Fnniuns, coached hy Hayden Buckley. As a junior, he started at both linebacker and 
fullback as rookie coach Bob Wion guided wmther 10-0 campaign. Duck's eontnbutions 
did not go uoootiL-ed lL'I he was first-team all-OVAC and co-captain of the 111\.V.tlley team. 
Duck's Jicnior year wa:i even more wnazing as Wion's dllll'gCll rolled to yd another 10-0 
season. Duck hauled in a myriwl ofpost-seawn honors. He Wd.'I named captain of the all-OVAC and all-Valley 
tewns and earned first-team al!-Ohio plaudit!! us a follhack. He \.\'llS named to the Senior Scholastic All-American 
Team while also gaining II spot in the Ohio North-Sooth All-Star Grune in Clinton. Moreover, he was named UPI 
"Back of the Year" after avcmging 6.6 yards II carry, sroring 12 touchdowns and gaining 911 yards. 

The 6 ft., 220-pound Duck wus no one-sport wonder, as he was a starter in basketball while also excelling in track. 
He putted the shot more than 50 feet and twirled the discus lx.1ter than 150 feet, both prodigious distances ITT that em. 

Duck accepted a Eclmlarship to WVU wid subsequently led the Mountaineers' freshman team in mshing. His stay 
in Morgantown wus short-lived 1l!l he tmru:fem.-d to Memphis Stale Univcrsity. The move worked out exceptionally 
well llS Duck started three years al middle guard. His tcwnmatcs voted him MVP following his senior year. Duck 
was also chosen to play in the prestigious B!ue-Oray AU-Star Game in Alabama. 

Duck's prolific play led him to being drafted by the Canadian Foolball League. He opted to remain at Ml.'lllphis as a 
graduate a.uistant. He n:tumcd hmne and accepted a teaching position at Martins Ferry High in 1970. llc spart the I\CXt 
30 years at his alma matcr, teaching, couching aod also SCl"Ving a stint us uthlelic director. He guided the Ferry boys' bas­
kdbnll team to a 2()...5 reconJ and a distriL1 championship in 1982. llc latcr coached the girls" team to much success. 

Less Browne (Athlete 1970s) 
Less Browne (E.ast Liverpool High School, Class 1.1f 1979). From Columbiana County, 

to Colorado, to Canada, Browne was an all-star foothal\ player at every stop. 
Browne was a three-sport standout at F.ast Liverpool, with football being his forte. 
His grid heroics are highlighted by cight kickoff or punt returns for touchdowns undlT 

the late Ted Maley. In his senior year at East Liverpool, Browne rnshed for 992 yards and 
m:ored 56 points in earning second-team all-Ohio honors. 

Browne was alru a standout haskctbull player and sprinter for the Potters while also 
iiwning the distinction of being his St.'Tlior class president. He was chosen East Liverpool 
Review "P\ayerofthe Year" in 1978. 

The ·vmmtile griddcr W-.tS recruited to Color.ido State n.'l a running back. He quickly and 
seamlessly made tl_itj transit_ion to defensive hack, starting in the Rams' St.•condary for three 
years. The 5 IL 11. 170-pounder led Color.ido Stale in intcm.,-ptions io 1980. 

Following hUI stellar collegiate career, Browne signed as a free agent with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1984 nnd 
he wasted no timi: making his presence felt north of the border. I le ='Ii ull-l~w and CFL all-star uwards 
as n defensive hack in 1985 and 1986. llmwne moval. on in star for the Winnipeg Blue Ik,mbern from 1989-91. 
Doring tlie latter two years, he established CFL n:cords for most intcrecption return yards in a sens.on with 273 
and 267, n:spcctive!y. After one year with the Ottawa Rough Ridcts., one in which he ag;tin led the league in 
intem.-ption return yardage, Browne closed out his CFL = with tlJC British Columbia Lions in 1994. 11te 
Lions C3ptun:d the covctt.'11 Grey Cup that season. Bm11-t1e set league records for most carec tnlert:eptions (87) 
wul most regular-season intcrct.,'Ption return yardage (1,508). After his playing days, Bmwnt: went un to serve 
as an assistant coach in the CFL. 

Halls ofFame are nothing new to Drol'mC. He was inducted into the f.ast Liverpool Hall offame in 1993 and 
he was later indm."11.'ll into the Canadian Football Hall of Fame. 
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Fred Bruney (Athlete 1940s) 
Fred Bruney (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1949). An honored football player 

at three levels - high school, college and pro, he etched his name in Purple Rider !ore 
as a senior wfte11 he led the 1948 team io a 9-0-1 record. Ferry was ranked No. 3 in the 
Ohio one-class poll behind No, I Massillon (8-1) and No. 2 Canton McKinley (9- I). The 
lorn: tie was a scoreless struggle with unbeau.'!l Triadelphia (9-0-1) played before 10,961 
al Ferry StadiWlL 

Aller the mid-season lie with the Triad11. Bruney led Ferry to wins over Bel!aiie, JJ-0; 
East LivCJpOOI, 13-7; Steubenville, 20-0; Llnsly, 35-0; and Mansfield, 6-0. Brunt.,-y lifted 
the Rider, past East Liverpool with a second half romeback; led Ferry past Steubetwi!le, 
following a scoreless first half, with a TD run and ID puss; und scored the game's only 
TD in a 6-0 Yl1JI over state-ranki:d Mansfield. Ferry had sevCT1 shutouts and allowed only 
19points. 

lhe four.year football playl!I', wlm 11lso played basketball and ran !rack, earned AU-Ohio hDOOrs from International 
News Service as well us All-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio recognition. Tiie triple-threat player led the Riders in rush­
ing Md scoring with 97 point!l plus six TD passes and also led the team in p:lSS interceptions and kick returns. 

lie went on to Ohio Stnte University where the two-way hack hwl 17 pass inte:rceptirntll - sccoiid on the 
Buckeye charu, including three in one game. He was II first team AU-Big Ten Conference choke and played in the 
East-West Shrine Game. 

Bruney was the )5th overall dr.ift l?ick, in the third round, by the Cleveland Drowns in 1953 und played sCI. 
years in the NFL wilh the San Franctse0 49ers, Pitt5burgh Steelers and LOll Angeles Rams. From 1960-62, he 
played in Ilic upstart AFL with the Boston Patriots and twice earned AFL AU-Star sla!ull. He ended with 15 pro 
pass inte:rceptiottll. 

lie then served 35 years as an NFL Wlliirulllt coach with the Philadelphia Eagles, Atlanta Falcons, Tnmpa Bay 
BUOOl!lcas, New York Giants and Indianapolis Colts. When he retired in 1997, he had the longest tenure as n player 
and roach in pro football. 

Bruney was the Upper Ohio Valley Dilppcr Dan Cn-Man nfthe Year in ]981 along with OVAC Hall ofFWller 
Tom Keane and was inducted into the City ofMnniM Ferry llal! ofFnmn in 2009. 

Don Sutherin (Athlete 1950s) 
Don S11therin {Toronto lligh School, Class of 1954). A three-sport, 12-!ctter winner for 

the Red Knights, he earned All-Ohio, All-OVAC, AU-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio football 
honnf!I as a Beniorwhen he scored 19 ofToronto's 24 IDs ll!ld accounted for 74 of the Red 
Knight!!' 95 first downs in a 5-4 record season. 

The 185-pound two-way back-kick ri:tumcr-punter-kicker scored 129 points Md 
accounted for 2,335 yards for an average of 250 yanis a game, He rushed for 1,022 
yards and passed for 833 yanis. On defense, he returned two of four pass interceptions 
for scores. 

He also led the Red Knights to a 16-2 regular season basketbaU record, the second best 
mark in school history at that time. ""-"-'"-~-...J 

lie earned a football scholarship to Ohio State University and lettered all three varsity 
seasons as a two-way back-kick returner-kick.er-punter nn two Big Ten Confen:m.-c title 
teams. As a senior, on a 9-1 record team, he kicked the winning 34-yard-fle!d which decided a !0-7 Rose Bowl 
victory over Oregon. 

Drnfkd in the eighth round by the New York Giants, he staned a !]-year pro cmcer ns a defensive back­
placekicker. He played two seusons in the NFL with the Giants and Pittsburgh Steelers and played I I years in 
the Canadian Football League with lfamilton. Ottawa and Toronto. 

A perennial CFLAH-Star, he played in eight Grey Cup ti!le games in 10 years and was on four championship 
teams. Wht..'Tl ho retired, he was the all-time scoring leader in the CFL a11d held 18 CFL records. He alS(1 served 
as a CFL scout and assistant coach from 1981-91. 

In 1992, he was inducted into the CFL Hall of Fame. He also is inducted into the Toronto lligh School and 
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Halls of Fame. lie resides in Hartville, Ohio, where he taught nt Lake l!lgh 
School and served as football coach before retiring in 1997. 

Joe Niekro (Athlete 1960s) 
Jue Niekro (Bridgeport Hii;h School, Class of 1962). The younger half of the most 

successful brothers pitching tand~m in Major League Baseball history, Joe curved his pro 
niche afu.-r distinguishing himself on the nmuod 111 the prep and collegiate levels. 

Nkkro pocketed 221 Major League wins as he and older brother Phil teamed for 539 
victories, still the professional high water mark. 

lfo uth!ctic feats tonk root at Bridgeport I figb, "''here be w.is more tlwn just a pitching 
Ktilndout. Niekro, in additlon to his baseball accolmks, was WI all-OVAC baske!ba1\ player at 
the Kirkwood-based school, Niekro was a major player in the Bulldogs capturing three stmig}it 
Class AA hasebul! St.'ciion.a\ and distrkt titles, the 1:.rge:st class in Ohio at that time. 

Uec!osedout his prep career in stellar fashion, tossing a no-hitter against Martill.'I Ferry 
in the sectional st.mifinals. He was honored as an all-Eastern Ohio hnscball selection. 
Bascba!l had oo OVAC AH-Star tcwn at that time. 

Following his successful Bridgeport tenure, the Blaine resident mntricula!cd to West Liberty State College 
where played both baseball and basketball for the Hilltoppern. Niekro helped pitch the Gold & Black of legend­
ary Coach George Kovalick to the 1964 NAIA national ti!le. 

His collegiate fctes helped propel Nickro to a 22-ycur Major League career, He pitched for seven teams dur­
ing his can:cr, with II seasons as a member of the Houston Astros. lie won 21 games for the Astros in 1979 
and followed that with 20 more victories in 1980. 

During the 1979 campaign, he made the National League All-Star team, leading the senior circuit in wins and 
shutouts (5). He won the Sporting News Pitcher of the Year Award and was runner-up to Bruce Sutter in the Cy 
Yoong voting. Niekro pitched in one World Series, that coming in 1987 with the Minnesota Twins. Joe hit one 
major league home run, that coming off brother Phil in \976. 

Niekro died Oct. 26, 2006 afler suffoing a brain aneurysm, hut his legacy lives on through The Joe Niekro 
Foundation created hy his only daughter, Natalie. The foundation's proceeds are donated to various hospitals in 
an effort to expand aneurysm tre-.itment aod research. 

Mike Wright (Athlete 1970s) 
Mllu! JHight (Wellsville High School, Class of 1976). Regnnlcd us nne of the most ver­

satile atWetes in a traditlon--rich school, Wright etched his rnune in the Tigern' footba1\ and 
basketball record boob. 

Wrig}it starred at quarterback for three y= and also was a four-year starter nt point guard 
for Coach Bobby Dawson's hoop juggernaut 

llw 6 fl 3, 185-pound dual-tlm:atq_uartcmack guided the up--rivcrTigers to thcirbest lhrce­
yent ron in schno! grid history, comr.ding a sparkling 24-6 card, highlighted by a school-best 
9-1 !OOgcr in hisjoni~ year. Wellsville went k-2 in Wright'~ senior year, with both blcmisht.-s 
by II s~le poinL Wright was a two-time all-OVAC first-team honoree while ulso garnering 
1111-Distnct hn11nra. He was one of the valley's most prolific griddcrs, uccurnulaling 1,218 yards 
in total offense w1d 15 IDs. 

Wright was even more impressive on the hardwood. 
As a mere frosh, he played an integral role in the Tigers "'inning 18 nf23 games, ifOOd for Class AA set.-1iona! and 

district championships. As a sophomore Wright, combining cr.ifliness with a!hlcticlSITI, sparkled in a 2 ! -1 season, 
which saw theTipers gain the No. 1 ranking in the UPI poll. Wellsville follml'l.-d that with an OVAC ClussAAcham­
pionshlp in Wrignt"sjunlnr=npaigo. The Tigers went !9-2 and again claimed the top spot in the UPI poll. 

That set the lab!e for a senior basketball season like oo other in Wc!!svH!e boys' hoop history. 
Wright led Wellsville to its fim-ev~T sllllc toumnment berth. 1hc spot!~ TigCfll fdJ to Dayton Ro1.h in the state 

tourney semifinals. The season also snw tl1e Co!umhlana Countians r.iickct anot.'1.er OVAC Class AA Cfl'.11'.TI. For his 
efforts, Wright was named Eastern District "Player of The Year" wlnle gwnering second-team all-Ohio honors from 
the Associated Press and third-team all-stale plaudits from UP!. The two-limt: al!-OVAC pick was named captain of 
thc111!-Valley team his f1l1lll year, in which he averaged 15.1 points p..--rgame. 

Wrig}it accepted a football grant-in-aid to Dowling Green Stale Univasity. Wriclrt landed the starting quanerhack 
job biz junior year, passing for more than ! ,800 yards. He followed that with more rfum 1,100 passing yards as a St.'!llor 
while earning all-Mid Amakw1 Conference hoooo. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete 1980s) 

Mt6sw H~ (Simdyme Hi&h Smool., Clw of 1989). This bmer Lady 
TlgE:f wu • l:tllndoot In three i:p:ru mina bcr pqi i::a-cc-, but it wu lmkdhall where 
lhc:11:medthc~ 

Hmvnood 'fo'a5 11 ~~ ld!awbner for the Lndy Tigcn ~ ..mt onto a 
fcu--yair ~. We,t Ubaty State Colie&e, etd:d:ag bc:t mmc into hi3by I'd ooth 
"""'"-
At~ Himmmd-11 r-o!l6c IOOOtc:f U) JUW: to bcr ~ 1,316 "I 
~ She trained 112 tJne-.point glllll1 Ha46 poh:b, a a,lu:il,x. WDinj In a pne ' ~ 
igwit ~ North Is also lopt In lclnil history. 

fuq bc:t junior !le.'UOll, Hmrumrd bc,can,:Jti,t thc m::oad ~ in Ohio Valley bhtor)' lo n1:1qe at le:u 
30 pointJ II game at 30.2. Sb:,- mom than a ICOl'CI', however, 111 lhc ... ~ 9.1 reb,:,,.um, 62 UltSb, ,.o 
lla:';aUtllll:ldriila:16711ut:c-pointph. 

AJ a k'fflQ; Hammond~ 28.1 poou., a pne and wm llllt1ICd all-Ohio OlvWoo IV Sl!ilc Pll)'tt of the 
Ye.t,y UPI. ~eboll\-'Clllged. 9.5rch:um, ILi assists, 6.5 stcah,du48 percent from the flea, SO.I pcro;:m 
mt the line an;i 58 pc:o=t fiun tfrec-fl',llrt i:a:nge. 

Hammood was namal ia::ood-nm all-OhJn by Tho ADxilltal Pi=i twice aod wm 11:lcclcd 1o the Ohio 
North-South AU-Star Game. She was captain of the afi-OVAC tc:1m twiD:. 

Hammood mo cb.t,!ed..., a llOftbaJJ pmya- Im tlrowet- fur the tn.c:k taim. 
She earned fOl.r 1cttmi in w!Uwl and tlne lll(R In lrldc. She wa, m llll-OVAC In kzlm ~ tJm:c time., 

in l!Ollblll and cn:e AO all-Obloin 
In tracl:., eh: ww., .i aJI.Emtcm Obtri.d pi:rformcr in lhe wot Tffl ,od di5Clll. 
At We:,t Liberty, Hmnmmd wu a fcu--yea-lmhttinll llmcr. She ll:Ol'Cdl,l~ p:,1ru fnm 19'il0-9J, wbid:i ls 

lltlll the Wat Llbcny record nod lhklJ...tdt hi WVTAC bbliiy.1-wnmmd, wt.> d:,o !WTCd In !IOfthill at WLSC, 
WU the JeC{ffl fcmak a!hle1i:: to be l:n,i;ded to the wc:a I.Jbeny Sports Hall ofFIIIOC. 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990,) 
JNNU Bawud {Weirtao Mlldonnt Hiah Scbool, Clll-i of 1993}. This fll'ffllcr 

Lady Blue 0oa was ODe of the mo,t pollfic and 111'11:Cllii!h bukabaI\ pl4yen rnEl the 
Ohio Valier, 

Bemlbci hdpal 1o guide: the Llldy Blue Oms to ttn:e w,ught i;tatr UU1lZ!IIlClt IIP('UT· 
!IIICO w,d, ~ hc1' ~er iC:UJ of 1992, Madornt l:rought iuJJC thc ia.:brol'1 ea:oad 
11111c~lliithabrilliant:24-2n:,;:,;xd. 

During ihat 1992 cemplign, 8efnah:i ~ 175 point,., m: ~ K',ffi imi.1t.'J 
and fh-e ~ p:r game .....trik 5UT)ll.ffllla the 1,00J..poinl mark. AD IDld, r.hc finished htt 
JnP cu=- with 1,002 polw aid moo: tlwl 500 career~ 

Alla htt 8CDXll' scmai, Bemabcl wm i.:nal captrln of the WC:5t Virginia Clasl AAIJ.. 
Sl:ll!: kwn and catUh1 ofd:E OVAC 0-A·AA Wat VilWJ1ia 1c:1m when ba.wd.bill wm 
• faJ\ iipm. She~ cu:npeted In both th: OVAC and NMl\-.Soulh all-RIii' gmn~ All lold. 
Bemabe.l was II IJur:c..time ell•IU!er, ShCI 111as a =-id te.11t1 ,;h:d,,;:e 11111 wpbomorc: 1100 • find; talOl 8dcdJon 111 ·-· Yi'hlle mw:tbill wu where Ikmnbci made htt ma:rk, dle abo excelled re. Madorioli in track md ficld u well 
111 tr.ri:s, etontlng lcit= in each~ In 1993, Bcmr.bd brw&ht two gold JDOiah home frcrn the West Virgirua 
lla1i: track~ She V.'M • part of the v,.im!r,g 41.200-mcta rclay as ...,,::11 rm !he wimq dr.i:tk ludle relay. She 
ran a leg oo th: s!ll1(: tmllCf·up 411100-mdcrreby learn. During the 1992 ttml, sca:,(l), Bcmab::i was a put ofan 
OVAC-'Nlming dwblea tcmn in~ 

Dc:mahd crmplded htt ~ l:n 1997 from Wea Uberty Stale College. Driqj htt weer v.iili the LmJy 
Hiltttwm, '1le 9COCed 1,317 (rilllslllld ftnlsh,:,;lwlth 1,107 uwts, .,-hlch bthcNCAA Dil-'isirn II n,coni During 
her IICf)lO[' ~ BemabeJ w,u !lllliled WVIAC I'layef of the Yer. and Di\isioo II All-Amcric:m afla hdplna to 
lead \VLSC lo• NCAA TCUTWIITffl. ~ She wm1 named first t=i 1111-conf=-.;;e in lhe VlVIAC all four 
ycao md -w:, Inducted ID the West Liberty Athletic Hall ofFmnc in 2002 

Bcmah:-i c::rn::=I the coachlns nml,;.,i ti Wot \'b-prla Wele}WL Sh:, WllS th= foc ayau- md tw ~ woru:d Al 
Easl,:tn K<:nruclr;.y, West Vuxiflia !Old the Unl\"CBity ofMmy\a:nJ .,.,tJere IDl won• natimaJ. ~ ring u 
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Richard (Dick) Thurnes (OVAC •contributor) 
Rkluznl (Did) Tillll"llff (Benwood Union High SdJool, Cius of 1946). During 

• 17,year cm= Ill II head footbafl cc.,h M three different apotJ, Thumes WOii llfl 
~Vt! 75 pen:eot ofbb~ (112-36-7). Even lllOftl ~M:, how'ever, wu 
the fad that five~ teams posted uo:lcfca!ro reconh, 

ms fiBt flop ""° ~ HJ~ School .,iJtte he compiled • three·ycar mad 
of Jg..6.1, highlighted by Ill unbemn (7-0-1) teun in 1956 whkb wu nnl:cd No. 2 
among Weit Vlrghrla smaI1 &ebool k:amJ, 

Tuumes then mm-cd Oil tn Wmen Con.,olli;blcd Hid! Scoo:ll, serving a, tie.,:! coad:i 
for 12 yeani (19~) and poulni a 7S..26-6 mmk. Hh teams put qdba unhea!en 
1eUOD1 in 1961, '62, 'M ml '67. Tbefirstll=of\birietcmisM,n OVACCla.,iA 
champlomhipl .,.hilr ell foar wcte EMt«n Ohio Athktk: Lea&ue ~ 

Afta 1kppina; aside for• couple of yean., he, returned to c:oach-ihe ~y-comolidalod Bucb:ye Sooth 
JUdi ill its Mt two~ (1912.73), po,tina a combined 16+3-I record. 

ke recdved -=i;:;iI "Cold:! ri:lhe Year" n-.:th • fn:m the Whecfina Ulldiigaiccrin 1964; Tue1lm:a l£mb" In 
!967;tnllbeP.abnOhloAlbledcl..ca,l;ucin 1961, '62. '65 aod '67; mltbeAP&;tem ~ic 19641Dl '67. 

'Jbme3 W11 111,o the rcdpiott of ihe Belouil Hilll COOlltry Qub'5 27th Amua:I Adxvema:i. Proball 
a-::tci Awml in 1965 111d the Uppcf Ohio VaOcy ~ O;in Club's Outswldlng ~ AMJ'd In 1967. 

He \llB:S lnduded Into the Ohio Valley FoolbaJ1 Coad=, AJwciatlon Hall of F= in 1985. 
Thumea Wll.J Dlso • loag--tlroe mi.stan.t batldball co:w:b tD re.Dow OVAC Hall of FlltllO' Henry Luau and 

be aho coached~ track and l{llr at vvious times duri!li biJ Clll'CO'. 
Jn blgh IChoo], Thumes WM • tJnc.ycar lettcnnan in football Ill• CCllltt•lineNcl.'.i:f, gaining third leam 

all•W~ Vlrglniu rccognitlllll end fint &eam. all-OVAC honoo. 
He welll on tn phy Dt Wm Li1'erty State Col1qe i11 lhe "Golden Era" of Coad) Joe Bartell, Jtarting • 

emu oo two undcreaied teamJ mid p1aymg in the Pythion Bowl and the Smoky Mountain Jknr,,I, both 
Hllltopper v~. 

Jeff Sweitzer (Atblete 1980s) 
It// Swdiw' (Brooke Hiah School, Cius of 1987). Thia former Bruin WlCI cmce 

deKribed by hi, high acbool roach, Paul "Boo" Bllllvd, llJ the best player he e'Tc:.­

'°"""'-
He'• definitcly 0ml oflhc most decorated Brulru to come from lhe ltoried pmgrwn 

whm lt wu the Ohio Valley khiapin. 
Sweit= bclpcd lc:ad the Bruin., to bll.ck-to-oock. appearance, in the Wt:$. Vll"ginia 

wk: championship ill1Je Iii 11 qua:ncrbacx durinll hu jl'1iOI' Md im\or isc:ason,, He 
wu 11 four-year IOainmiy fO£ the program, speno:1ng time ,:a• rum Ing b3c't, defcn• 
sive ba.ck and kick retuma' before dufting to quartabacx.. 

NI• senior, when the Bruin, ft.nWicd 11-2 a., the !tale runner-up, Swdti.eraet an 
Ohio Valley record for tot!!I yardage -with 3,399. He abo IICWUOlai foc 36 tooch· 
dov.m. Of his yan!qetotal, he had2,20J pusin~ 674 mshll'lg and 522 on lid.returns. 

After llmt senior aea.,on, Sweitu:r, 'II.ho also lhined in~ for the Bruins, repeated oo the fim team 
.U-ttate ~uad 11.lld wu named the captaitl of the offcmh-e uoit He was a.bo n:amc:r~ for the Kennedy 
Award tru,i &CISOC1. He wa., twice IUIIPCd 1111-0VAC and a.Jl. Valley and wiu the Or.lnndo Stak: Player of the 
YCM. He wn:s ilia lilted 111 the USA Today III West Vrrginla Playeroflbe Year end 1!11 hornnble mentioo 
tn the paper 'a All-American Tc:u:n. 

Sweltztt theo tteepted a Kholanhip w the University of Akron. As WIii the case at Brooke, S=itzcr 
began u 11. k.lck returner am.I running bad. bd'ore bc:comiflil the~ for his flna.l two sc:arom. 

In two~ Sweitzer passed for 2,744 which UI 10th Oil Akfon'5 cai:a:r listfog. He passed for 1,599 
yards ma junior. 

Kyle Rose (Athicre 1990,J 
~ Ro# jltiva: High Scrool, Om of 19'XI). This~ Pilot albldz: w,a a !Dl1dout 

OD m:1 off the Geld dmJlahia KU'yccn lo ilalI!ublll. cmilUl£! fcu ltUm in bii:l:eb!Il lagoakqi 
wilh th= lcttin each In wrc:stlina m:1 foo;bl!IL 
~ wa 'MJ!n Ito,: made b!J rn,wnx fell b lhe P!1ots. He l'l'Q II fotr-)'Clll'llllll'lltlly 

at Cltchc:r "1d Ill the tart oftbe Pilots' l:dt.qj orib. He balled ..J66 as• freshmm. .473 u 
-~ .S00 Ill ajmb m:J SJ6 U II ICIVlll' ell l'OWe liJ l:WO OVAC I'tlyer oftbe Ye,r 
awmd,. Al I IIOpl:umrc. Role bad WI en-base ~ of .695 !Di be '4'ffl 40-cf-42 l1c:l!ling 
hlsc. Tbatmmk \allill1110bio¼Dey ~AD told,hehit 13 luneroma!ldlIDVe76 
TUl1I, l:u mmed 11 gM1lCI as 11 ~ af\a: a In.rt with mom. 

Afla:hia JCDlor ~ h:-mra:rl finl.-leam d..1-0hlo. aJl..i'.alk::nl Diwict, aD-OVAC 
md.il-¼lley. Hepb}m E bolhlheOhlo ml OVACalJ.ltlf gi:vnes. 

In foodillf, Rllleplayoitmhck for th: Pilotsinl r.cka:l~;ill a.uof)'1'1r\b{l;e in:iamslofmn<:n. Mamol', he 
wm f~ 1cw:n all.f.akm Dist?Et. all-OVAC IOO all·'hlky a.l\cr nMina for ro'i ylNI ml IO'.ringeigh; ~ 
r~~=~~~J2~.in:i~~~Hewaahoackf~vemM'.llllwi111 

Hil wrestl~ c:;i;reerdidn't tqin ~ a~ tu.IE~ lt ~quldly.M II WJD, he finished 15-12, 
1:u llnJal it oo as a junior l'IIJd wen 27-8. He 'MIi fourth at the OVAC Wratlq, T.una:mei:t 111:ld zidwm:cd to the Ohio 
DIJtrkt Totmmnm. He fully inl\-ed 1:n Im grappruJi weer 11111 tenloc Posting 1136-3 mud, Ro,e advllOXrl to the 
OVAC f\nah befoo: falillJi. He lhen woo the !!CctionaJ ~ dwrict title! Al 152 (Onk toqwJlfy to the~ twma­
l1101t \\'here he llih"mi=I la th: 003ls mi 9Cttled for the Silva moial He flnWa:I wi.th a 78-D rt:lnd 

"""'"""""'""''-"""-""""""~·""-"'"""""'"""''""""'· "1ip lo Mercer College Ill Georp io pwy i:-:t.ll J'bybJa In o:-.·crv WfllC 11111 fre,h:n:,n, Kyle batted .294 Im wm 
dimai !Ill coof=ncc fremn:;w\ of the year. Hawrvcr, his = and Ilk urdawml 11. auc:l twist oo 0cc. 12, 1991 whea 
he wa, !n.volval in a CIS' ao:!dett. Rme IIIIVncl, but II con final bl• wha:khalr 111 n r,maplegjc. Afla: i;p:mlng llx 
mmlhl kl md out of~ IOO dlCJ1l!)ies. ROl'ie welll mci tn idJ:xJl 111 Ohio Unh'CRity fa!an flrlWO yan IOO 
thai, in 1994, arolled tt Wt:tJ.. Liberty Swk Co!q,: where he Ina: cm:nc:d his ~ In ~ crlucmm In IJl!l!h. 
=a1ics. In IWS, Ro,e was hltcd al Im~ .!inamaler ltS a math~ He':. also lina: amed hu ma,ter's dew= 
from Mllr)wm-c College. lllll hmldicap didn't pevcnl from ~ini lmol1-ed lo q,;rt!. Ill he WIii nmcd heaJ ~ 
i:wd! ofhll alma llllUef in 1998 IOO Jr ldd the post mtil 2001. He led the Pllru to the OVAC titk in 2003. 

Charles E. Petty covAc 'Family') 
Ckrla E. hJ1J (Pomeroy Hlgb School). The entire Ohio Valley Athktic Cmfa:cnce 

owes a debt of iJXUllde ta Petty mid the uher dpt "Foimding f'athcn.". 
UnJe dW that IOlllil group bow back In 1943 WOOl thc:y brooibt to&etba: 20 l!Choo!J 

from both llidn oftbe Ohio River that Ibey MJUld estabUm what would become (a of 
2011) • 50-achool bl...tae COIUa:cnce. ~ by most u the iafgut functional hl&h 
achoo! confer= In the llllion. 
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The oriiJ,M1 OVAC manba Khoo!J lndudal Bellaire, Follmsbee, Unsly, Martini 
fea:,. Moondsvillc, Powbun, ShMlywe, SL John Cmtral, Steubcmille, Stetll:,emJile 
CdPJlic c.entral, liltaruvilk, Triadelphia, UIUOII, w.r..uod. Weir, Wellsburg. West 
1..ibeny, Whc,illng, WhccliJig Cc:ntral c'.'atbollc and Yorhille. 

Pctty WU • key COi m the OVA£ m Ill early yeart, terVUli Ill Ibo firU official 
cu:cuthe leCfeW}' for 13 fCE'I from 1944-56, lllllcer than anyone 1w been In that poritkm aa:pt for Slllll 

M,m,kyw<hi,poim. 
~ coached the pre-OVAC boys' trllli: i:rognm at Triadelphia Hip\ SclnJl, lll'ir.nmg lb:! 1941 Wm 

VJJJdnill one-du, cbmtpkmlltip a&r finuhlna u fUIIIICf·up four Wift ll!ld piadna third twice. 
After coa:hing md ~ lmllhematkll Ill T~ Hlih, be 5el'Teli 6ricfly u priidpal Ill Wood.sdale 
=~~ He lhebjolned Umly Military Instlb:rte ln 1942--43, la'\'\q 111 athletic dlrectof aod wu the bead 

coach from 1944-~I. I-Ill~ tclm (1944-'SJ woo the OVA!: Qui AA title -with 11 16-5 record. 
Hr l!lso co:aclcJ tmck and as:liskd In foobll Ill LiAsly. 
He~ u Meet DlrertlI' for~ ycan at one of the Ohio Valley'~ i-emJcs hl&b achoo! tnd: mcetJ 111 

Triadelphia-The lnlcl1lgw;cr Relays -whld:i hid a Ihm: da:a:ie run befoo: endJ.na: 1n the I~. 
Petty then moved kl St Pcicnhug, ~ in the aumrner of 1956 l.lld taught In jllllior blih wml he pa$IOl 

a.way at q;e 57 in 1963. 
Born in 1905 in Rlpky, W. Va., be~ from Pomeroy (Obk>) f-li&b School: .tk:l:!ded the Univenlty 

of Acrida for two ycan md ~ bum the Ullivenlty of JJfuioo. He m:mctl 11. tnUler's dqre,e frum 
the Unim-s:lty of Pltt,twp. 

John Kirker (Medial 
Jab D. lOtbr- (WdJ5burr: Hi;h School, Ous of 1934). Born in FoUanJbce ii 1913, 

Khm'1 llnt Lute of the DCW~ buunesJ ~ at the ol.d Wellitug Dmly Hen.Id 
11 • hl&Ji .cbciol wdmt. 1k wrote sports 1.11d ';lrlll evmli.lally the ltlaf1a£lnl editaf of the 
paper WOOl 1-: left for the Army Air Coqn, in 1942. 

Upoc1 hll &,,;huge fnEI the 1Cnia: ill 1946, be lqail 1129-ycar run (1946-74) 111 
'JIO{U ed.JtorolTbe HeraJd.SUf DCW'lpspi::t in ~illeuntil lUOling Into the lle1n 

dcpEtment 11.1 a dlstrict cditlr for the remal:nder of hb c:m,cr. Ho wu the 1orip­
servhla qxns editor m th! oewspaper'~ hlstofY, cmcring Bil hlah 5Cbool 'JlOl'U 11111-tll 
11.t local college ipOl1S 1'00 wnuner events. 

He wu inducted !ntn th,. Univmity of Steubeml& S(Dts Hall of FllllJe In, 1981; -
the Obio Prep Spats Wrllerl HallofF.mc In 1988;and the Upper Ohio ¼Jley Oappa' 
Dan Hall of tame In 19&9. , 
Al~-~ j~ ~ ediool ml~~ committee,, lncludlq ~ cboming the 

He WO served as m:l cm::ee at nummua 1ocal lplrtl functiom md WU II ring annooncer It local boling 

""""· For Kiner, barucu rad.QI ..-u • penom1 pamon. He owned 111d tn.lned 17 ocoa for many yean., rep• 
larly ~ the LlnJe Brown J111: em11: in Dch1nre., Ohio, mid cootrilaitinJ IIllDflWI artlcle1 kl variowJ 
hamet.3 racina ?Jbticatiom. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2012 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Burdell (Jimmy) Carey (OVAC Contributor) 
Burdell (Jimmy) Carey (Follansbee High School, Class of 1923). He is the only 

coach in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference and the state of West Virginia to win 
stare championships in three sports - football, basketball and baseball. 

Carey got his first taste of coaching with 10 years at his alma mater, Follansbee 
High, before moving to Weir High to assist OVAC Hall of Farner Carl Hamill und 
begin a 25-year Red Rider career. 

Carey coached Weir to W. Va. Class AAA football titles in 1957 (ll-0), 1960 
(10-1) und 1961 {I0-1) and his 195S team was 9-1, losiug only to eventual state 
champion Parkersburg. Ju six seasons {1956-61), his teams posted a 52-11 recortl 
and won two OVAC Class AAA championships (1957 und 1958). 

In basketball, Carey coached Weir for 13 seasons (1956-6!!), compiling a record of 178-115. His teams 
made the W. Va. Class AAA title game three straight yeur:i, winning in 1963 with a reeortl of 20-5. The 
1962 team was 24-1 and the 1964 team had 11 23-2 recortl. Overall, his Red Rider hoop teams won seven 
sectiorn1l titles, five regional crowns and made fonr stule tournament appearances while also winning two 
OVAC chamf.ionships (1962 and 1964). 

In basebal , he guided Weir to five stute touruament berths and the one-class W. Va. stute championship 
in 1959 while also winning four strnight OVAC titles. 

Carey was selected the West Virginia AU-Sport Coach of the Year ill I 958. He is a memberof the West Virginia 
Sports Hall of Fame; the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame w1d the Weir High Hall of Fame. 

Weir High numed its football stadium in his honor. 
At follwisbee High, Carey was a multi-sport athlete who went Oil to play three sports (football, basket­

ball and baseball) at George Washington Uuiversity before transferring and graduating from West Liberty 
Stare College. 

Gene Ammirante (Coaches) 
Gene Ammimnte {Wheelillg Central Catholic High School, Class of 1969). When 

you think of Ammir.mte, you think of two things - passion and success. During his 
30-year career as bead boys' basketball coach Ill Bellaire High, "Coach A" dispfoyed 
plenty of the fmmer am! achieved plenty of the latter. 

Ammiraute begw1 hb coaching cureer in 1976 as an assistant to Mark Mat.: at 
Bellaire before beginning a successful run as head coach of the Big Reds. 

He compiled an impressive 471-205 career recortl at Bellaire, the all-time best 
coaching record in hoys' basketball at the school. 1bat included a 189-41 mark dur­
ing the 1990s, an uvcr.1ge of 19 wins per season during that JO-year span. 

Bellaire High achieved Top 20 rankings in Ohio 15 times nndcr Ammimnte; won 
14 Obin Valley Athletic Conference chWTipiomhips; 14 sectional crowns; silt district titles and one regional 
chWTipionship as Bellaire eWTied its first ever-trip to the OHS AA Division Ill State Thunmment .. Final Foor" in 
2003-04, tying the school record for wins (22) before losing to Versailles in donble-overtime in the semifinals. 

His teams posted two undefeated regular seasomi, going 20--0 in 1993-94 aud 2005--06; and two 19-1 
records; and the 2005--06 tewo broke the school recortl with 23 victories. 

Among Ammirante's numerous awartls were "Coach of the Year" for Ohio Divisioll II, the Eastern 
District and District 12 as well as the OVAC overall "Coach of the Year" in 2003-04; and the Bob Arnzen 
Award for 20 conset:utive years at the same school (1996). 

He was also selected to coach tbe South squad in the annual Ohio North-South All-Star Game in 
Columbus in 1997, 

He served as Game Director for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC AU.SW Basketball Classic on two dif­

Tom (Bear) Bechtel (OVAC Family) 

1o111 (Bear) Bechtel (Wheeling Central Hlgh School, Clim of 1969). Commissioner, 
director, officiiil..,Bechtcl wears mauy hats in the athletic realm, and he wears them we!!. 

He is u long-time member of the OVAC Softball Committee, currently serving us the 
OVAC Softball Commissioner and has been Grune Director of the 1111mml Samuel A. 
Mumley OVAC AII-Stnr Baskettml! Classic since 2005. 

As an offidal, Bechtel has worked area high school softball, basketba□ and football 
11ames dating back to 1974. He founded the Ohio Valley Board of Softball Umpires, serv­
mg as secretary for 31 years; WWI un Ohio Valley Officials Board officer for more than 
20 years; ll!ld has officiated football playoff games in Ohio and West Virginia for more 
than 20 years. He has workctl 26 state tournaments in softba!l and six state championship • 
games in football. 

He also umpires softball in the Wes! Virginia: Confcreoce. 
In 1990, he became the first West Virginia recipient of the National Federation of State High Schoo 

Associations' Officials Award. 
Bechtel has been director of lhe City ofVr'heeling Recreation Department since 1974, w:tively promoting vuriow 

yonth sports activitkB, He founded the Wheeling Recreation Summer Basketball League which has _grown to mon 
than 100 teams; organirul the ammal Wheeling Basketball Shootout which has brought numerous high profile nth 
letes to the area; and oversees the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex which hosts more than 2,000 baseball and softba! 
games ammally. 

A basketball and baseba!I player at \\/heeling Central High, he graduated from Wheeling College in 1973 ant 
served as an assistant basketball coach there from 1974-78. 

He has served as a cnlnr analyst for WTRF•TV on football and basketball broadcasts; worked as a radic 
announcer for basketball games; and was the public address uonouncer at Wheeling Jesuit University homi 
basketha!I games. He is also director of the unnual Undo's Catholic Baskt:tball 'fuumament in Wheeling. 

Bechtel roceived the Robert S. McKelvey Memorial Awartl from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Clu! 
in 2008. 

Charles (Red) Donley (Media) 
Charles (Red) Donley {Wellsbuig High School, Class of 1941), An early pioneer of radio 

und television broadcasting in the Ohio Valley, Donley got his start at WS1V-AM radio in 
1946 where he sen'ed as play-by-play annoum:cr for high school football and baskethall 

gai;;;sl~.W:~~e~tVJ\Fct!:~\now WIOV) went on the air, Donley became 
the sports director and soon thereafter, Willi selected to v.ulk with Joo Tucker on Pittsburgh 
Steelers' broadcasts, u position he held from 1955•62. 

He also announu:d horse racing at Wheeling Downs and Waterford Parle from J 949. 56. 
Ju 1960, he left to become sports direcror nt ChamJCJ 11 in Pittsburgh, a position he had 

for 10 years. During bis days in Pittsburgh, Donley won five "Golden Qui!!" uwards for 
distinguished news coverage, including one for a documentary he wrote am! l!WTllted on 
the late Art Rooney and two others (on Roberto Clemente and Pie Tmynor) that are In the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

In J 962, he was named 10 succeed legendary Ray Scott as play-by-play wmouncer for the University of Pitt£burgh. 
Donley rejoined Ch!mnel 9 in Steubenville in 1972 as news director am! remained there he retired in 1988. 
Donley received the President's Media Award from what was then the College of Stcubenvi!le in 1989; 1eceived 

an houormy degree from Jcfforson Tcchukal College in l 987 and wi honorary baca!aureat degree from the College 
of Steubenville in 1989; was the recipient of the Upper Ohio Valley DapF- Dan Club's Robert S. McKdvey Award 
in 1991; and was inducted into the Ohio AP Broadcasters Hall of Fame m 2006. 

He also participated ill many charimble projects including the United Way and Easter Seals and made !.'Ountless 
appearances as a master of ceremonies at communily events. His many contributioru were recognized nt a le5timonial 
dillller in his honor hack in 1979. 

The road leading to the cmn:nt WIOV-TV9 studio iu Steubenville is named .. Red Dnllley Drive~ in his hooor. 
A World WM JI veteran who served in the Marine Corps, Donley passed away in 1998. 

Gary Sprague (Coaches) 
Gary Sprague {Needham (Mass.) High School, Class of 1964). He piloted the 

Linsly School base bull progrnm from 1974-2006, compiling unimpressive 33-year 
record of 488-257-1, which rnnks fourth all.time umong Ohio Valley c:oacbes, 

He led the Cadets to 13 OVAC Tournament championships - more than any other 
conference coach (1982, '85, '86, '87, '89, '90, '91, '94, '95, '97, 2001, '03, '05, 
'06) und couched Unsly to five Eastern Ohio Baseball League titles (1987, '88, 
'90, '95 und '96). 

Sprague was named OVAC "Coach of the Year in 1986 ufter guiding the Cadets 
to u 27-4 record und EOBL "Coach of the Year" three times. 

He coached six athlctes who went on to play professional sports- Heath Haynes, 
Ron Stephens, Kevin Tatar, Mike Coss und Mark Seaver in baseball and Willie 
Clay in the NFL He also coached a total of 13 first team all-state players including two cuptains; five 
OVAC "Player of the Year" winners and four West Virginia American Legion "Player of the Yeur" 
selections. 

He u!so coached freshman football at Linsly. 
Sprague received the Carl R. Hamill Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and was 

the recipient of the OVAC's Thomas E. Rataiczuk Scorekeepertnmer Award in 2009 after nearly three 
decades as the timer ut Linsly basketball games. 

Sprague gradnated from West Virginiu Wesleyan College in 1968. 

ferent occasions and is still octive on the committee; founded and directed the OVAC Basketball Clinic for 1---------------------------------------:: 
six years; is director of the \\/heeling Recreation Dcpartmenfs Youth Basketball Program; and started the 
nnnual Saturtlay Morning Fundamental Feeder Program uod Basketball Camp at Bellaire. He received the 
OVAC's Earl Haberfield Boys' Basketball Coaches Awartl in 2012. 

Ammir.mte received his bachelor's degree from West Liberty Stale College in 1973 and his master's from West 
Vuginia University in 1976. 

Bill Tonini (Official) 
Bi/lTonini(Avellu (Pu.) High School,Class of 1940). "Playball!"Considering 

the fact that his career as un umpire spanned un incredible seven decades, per­
haps no one has ottered those words more than Tonini. 

He spent a total of 52 years working countless baseball games throughont 
the Ohio Valley and beyond from 1957-20IO while also serving 30 years as a 

j football official and IO yeara as u basketball referee. 
•·---+lls expertise as an umpire, primarily behind home plute calling bulls and 

strikes, earned Tonini numerollS high school post-season ussignmcnts, includ­
ing five state tournaments in Ohio and five in West Virginia. He ulso umpired 
more than 30 yeara of OVAC .Tournament action. 

Tonini worked NCAA Division III College World Series games in Mariella 
a total of 10 times; several NCAA Division.I games involving Ohio State und Ohio University; a 
host of American Legion games in the sninmerand :three years in the minor leagues, including the 
Northwest Leugue in Eugene, Oregon and Walla Walla; WushingtOn. 

He ulso was an instructor at Bill Barr's Umpire School in We~t'Palm Beach, Florida. 
Tonini is in the Western Pennsylvania Soccer Hall of Fame and he ret:eived a special award from 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. " 
A highly-decorated World War II veteran who received commendations from both 1hi United 

States and France, the 90-year old Tonini resides in Hannibal. 

Eugene (Eudie) Joseph (Athlete - 1940s) 

Eugene (Eudie) Joseph (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1945). A three­
sport All-OVAC honoree in football, basketball and tr.1ck, he was a major contribu­
tor to top-record Purple Rider football and basketball teams. 

In basketball, playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker, 
Joseph was a regular on teams which went 71-4 in three yeurs including 21-2, with 
20 straight wins, as u senior. He was a junior on u 26-1 record team which won the 
firat OVAC Class AA title in 1944. That tcum lost its only game to eventual Ohio 
champion Middletown, 38-34, in the state tournament semifinals. Joseph, along 
with teammate and OVAC Hall of Farner Alex Groza, were all-tournament selec­
tions. Joseph scored 421 points -second on the team to Groza•s OV record total 
of628 points. As a sophomore, Joseph was u member of a 24-1 record team. 

In football, he wus co-captain ofu 7-2-1 record team which won the first OVAC Class AA title and 
recorded eight shutouts. He earned All-Ohio UPI honors as well as All-OVAC and was a two-time All­
Eastern Ohio selection at running back. Nicknamed the "Ghost" for his elusive style, he played on a 
9-1 record team us a junior and Ferry was 22-6-1 in his three seasons. 

In truck, Joseph set un OVAC high hurdle record in the two-year-old meet as a junior and won the 
high jnmp. He didn't compete as u senior after being drafted for military duty. 

After discharge. he enrolled at the University of Dayton mid pluyed four years of basketball with 
three as a starter on teams with school records of 24-8, 27-5 and 28-5. The last two years, the Flyers 
were runners-up in the National lnvitution Tournament and also were NCAA regional semifinalist in 
his senior year of 1952. 

He spent his entire 37-year professional career teaching and coaching at Linsly Military Institute 
where he was head coach of boys' basketball (1953-72) and track and assistant in football aud also 
sfrvep.as athletic director. His Cadet teams won three OVAC titles - 1971 basketbull 11nd 1961-62 in 
track/The top court records were 16-4 in 1957. 15-4 in 1971 and 15-3 in 1972. A Linsly scholarship 
is named in his honor. 
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Art Hehr (Athlete - 1950s) 

Art llehr (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1959). He graduated as the 
winningest career wrestler in the OVAC, with two straight unbeaten seasons 
capped by Ohio titles in 1958 and 1959 after placing third in the state meet 
11.'l a sophomore. He was captain of the 1959 Ohio state championship team 
- the first fur an OVAC member, coached by OVAC Hall of Farner George 
Kovalick. He won his last two titles at 127 pounds after competing at 120 
pounds as a sophomore. He also won three consecutive OVAC titles on 
conference championship teams. 

He also competed in football and was a member of the Bulldogs' first-ever 
unbeaten season in 1958 and the first Bridgeport team to defeat rival Martins Feny in 1956. 

After serving in the U, S. Anny from 1959-62, he enrolled at West Liberty Stale where he was 11 
member of the West Virginia Conference title teams in 1962 and 1963, also coached by Kovalick. 
He was injured and couldn't compete for part of his college career. 

After graduation, he coached wrestling at Wheeling College and started the wrestling program at 
old Skyvue High School. He also coached Martins Ferry High to an OVAC title in 1968 11s well 11s 
sectional and district crowns. He served as II wrestling official from 1970-86 am! as athletic director 
111 Skyvue for 28 ye= and Monroe Centrnl two ye= plus three years as track coach at Skyvue, 

Hehr was inducted into the Bridgeport High School Sports Hall of Fame in 2011 and was the 
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Coaches "Mr. Mm" award in 2012. 

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - 1960s) 
Dan Abramowicz (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 

i963}. This glue·fingercd wide receiver had to make believers out of count!eSs 
loubters every step of his brilliant football career. 

The Crusaders' three-sport standout was deemed too slow and too small 
o make it in big .. time college football. After he shredded that fallacy. 
\bramowicz did so even more emphatically on the professional level. 

After a sparkling career at Steubenville Centr.il where he was honored as 
m alt-OVAC and all-Ohio wide receiver, the college recruiters were nowhere 
u be found, turned off by his pedestrian-like 4.8 4Q.meler clocking. His Jone 
:ollege scholarship offer came from Xavier University in Cincinnati. 

Abramowicz made the most of that opportunity, and went on to enjoy a record.setting stay with 
he Musketeers. 

Abramowicz established a host of Xavier receiving records during a brilliant four.year career, 
ncluding 120 catches for 1,685 yards and 14 touchdowns. 

His prodigious numbers resulted in him being tabbed by the New Orleans Saints in the 17th and 
inal round of the 1967 NFL Draf!. 11mt 17th round pick tllrned out to be a gem for the Saints. 

Abramowicz carved out a pro career that many first-rounders would relish. 
He was instant impact in "11ie Big Easy," landing 50 passes for 721 yards and si:\ touchdowns as 

1e was one of tbe top contenders for NFL Rookie of the Year honors. 
Two seasons later, Abramowicz led the league with 73 receptions. Jfo biggest NFL adtievement, 

1mvever, was setting a league record for catching a pass in 104 consecutive games, which has since 
,een broken. The Saints dealt Abramowicz to the San Francisco 49ers after the second game of the 
1973 season for draft choices. After an adjustment period, he became a 49ers' starter the last II 
;ames, catching 35 passes for 442 yards and a TD. He retired after the 1974 season, a campaign in 
,vhkh he grabbed 25 passes for San Francisco. Abramowicz put up some lofty numbers during his 
:ight-year NFL cnreer. He caught 369 passes for 5,686 yards and 39 TDs in 111 games. 

Dong Swearingen (Athlete - 1970s) 
Doug Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). He was best 

known for bis pitching prowess, but Swearingen was a multi•sport standout for 
the Purple Riders. 

In addi1ion tn the diamond, Swearingen sparkled on the gridiron as well as the 
hardwood for Ferry. With that said, Swearingen remnins one of the finest hurlers 
in Ohio Valley prep annals. 

111e crafty southpaw was a four-year lmsebnll lettennan for the Purple Riders. 
When not on the hi!I, Swearingen was a hard-hitting outfielder. 

He was a two.time all-Valley honoree and was a first.team all-Ohio selection 
as a senior. 111cre was no all-OVAC team bnck then. 

Swearingen went 6-2 a senior, compiling a miniscu!e 0,74 ERA. He fanned 130 batters in 62 innings. 
He was equally as potent at the plate, batting a robust .412 with eight doubles, three triples, one homer 
and 24 RBI. He lost the ultimate hcat1brcaker that spring, dmpping a 1-0, 10--inning district final affair 
lo Cru.liz. lie struck out 20 in a mute-going effort. 

Such an outstanding prep career had college bascbull coaches coveting the 6 ft. 2, 195-pound south­
paw. He chose 111e Ohio State University, a decision he would nut regret. Swearingen was a four-year 
lettenm:n for the Buck.eyes. He compiled a sparkling 23-13 career mark with a 3.80 ERA. Swearingen 
was a superb 9-1 as a junior, losing only to Oklahoma in the NCAA Regional. He was second-tenm 
all-Big Ten that season, Swearingen finished his Scarlet & Gray career tied for 14th place for career 
mound ~ins, ninth in innings pitched (278) nnd l3th in strikeouts (224). He wa~ the tcam·s co-cnptain 
as a semor. 

He was drafted by the Scnttle Mariners in the 23rtl round. lie pitched for four year.; in the minors, going 
30--22 with a 336 ERA. Swearingen was nlso a membcrofthc 1982 U.S. Nntiona!Team which participated 
in South Korea. He posted a 3-1 record with a 225 ERA ns the U.S. claimed the bronze medal. 

A two-year in footb.!ll am! basketball Jettcnnan, he was a first-team all-OVAC defensive back as a 
senior and was chosen to play in the OVAC All.Stnr Football Game, but he opted to bypass the game 
due to his Ohio Stale ba&eba!I scholarship. 

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980s) 
Cl1ris Starr ( Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1986). You name the sport 

md this former Warrior shined en route to earning 12 varsity ktters and eventu-
1!!y a scholarshir to Michigan. 

While footbal and basketball were priorities for Starr, baseha!I was where 
1e made his greatest impact. 

Starr was a standout on the hill for the Warriors and earned first-.tcam a!l­
}hiu Class A, first-team all-Eastern District and first-team al\·OVAC. lie also 
Jlayed in the Ohio North-South All-S!ar Series. 

During the summer months. Starr was a key contributor for the Maynard 
~ost 666 American Legion squad which won two state titles and played m the 
i\merican Legion World Series in 1986. 

Starr earned a full baseball scholarship to play for the Wolverines in baseball. lie played two 
;easons in Ann Arbor, winning a Big 10 clmmpionshdi in 1987, Due to injury, Starr eventu• 
illy transferred to Muskingum Colkge where he pitche for two years, earning all·Ohio Athletic 
:onfcrence honors. lie had 125 strikeouts in his two seasons with an ERA of 2.81 and was named 
1 pre··season all-American, but tore his ACL in the first game of the season. 

Continuing to overcome adversity, Starr was drafted in the 16th mund of the Major League 
3ascba11 Draft by the Teus Rangers in 199 l. He played three seasons of professional baseball. 

On the football field, Starr etched his name into Buckeye Trail history as the school's all-time 
ender in passing and rushing yards. He was an honorable mention all-Ohio pick, first-team all­
JVAC and first-team a!!,Eastern District. He was chosen m p!ay in the OVAC All-Star Football 
Jame, but turned it down due tu Legion baseball. 

During basketball season, Starr also earned all-state accolades. He wru; named to the third-team as 
.vell as first•team a!I-OVAC and a)J..Oistrict 12 squads. All told, he scored 770 points, averaging 12 
:mints a game. He grabbed 367 rebounds, passed out 154 assists and shot 45 percent fnnn the field. 

Joe Maroon (Athlete - 1950s) 
Joe Maroon (St. John Central High School, Cl= of 1958). A four-year Irish 

letterman in football, basketbnll and baseball, he became the first St. John's 
gridder to earn first team All-Ohio football honors (as a defensive safety) and 
also was an All-Ohio baseball selection. A two-time AII-OVAC and All-Valley 
football honoree, he was co-captain of the 1957 All-OV 'Big School' honor roll 
as a 5-foot-6, 150-pound two-way back. After earning second team All-OVAC 
honors as a sophomore, he helped tlie Irish record the school's first-ever pclfeet 
football season of 9-0 with an OVAC title ns a junior under Coach Hen Healy 
in 1956. 1l1en he posted major statistics in only seven games (6-1 record} in a 
senior season shortened by influenza. 

As a senior, Maroon led the Irish in scoring and rushing in the seven-game 
season. He led Eastern Ohio with !07 points on 17 touchdowns and five conversion runs and also 
completed 16 of 35 passes for eight scores. He had eight TD runs between 50-80 yards; returned four 
kicks forTDs with a long of78 yards; and had four-TD games against Wheeling Central, Mingo and 
Barnesville, On defense, he intercepted five passes and also punted. 

A three-sport Irish team co-captain, he also was selected captain of tl1e winning Ohio team in the 
annual Ohio-W. Vn. All.Star game. He also wa~ awarded the Coca-Cola Scholar-Athlete Award by 
theOVAC. 

Maroon attended Indiana University on a football scholarship and earned Academic All-America 
honors. He was a starting halfback in 1960 and averaged 5.3 yards a carry. 

After receiving a medical degree from lmliana, he trained at Georgetown University and at O:'lford 
University in England. Currently Vice-Chairman and Professor of Neurosurgery at tl1e University of 
Pittsburgh, he is also the Team Neurosurgeon for the Pittsburgh Steelers. lie also participates in numer­
ous marathon races and triathlons. He was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1987. 

Dick Kerwood (Athlete - 1960s) 
Ric/Jard (Dick) Kerwood (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1%8). Some 

would have viewed it as a handicap; Kerwood used it as motivation. 
'Jbe Bishop Donahue star was born June 9, 1950 with just one ann. It never 

hindered him in life or athletics. 
During his youth, he played basketball and baseball, excelling in both. He 

was also a pioneer in weightlifting. He bought a cast iron set of weights while 
in grade school and used it passionately. The visionary strength training paid 
handsome dividends, 

As a freshman at Bishop Donahue, Kerworni played football, basketball and 
baseball for Coach Tom O'Connell, lettering in all three sports. 

During the ne;,;:t three years at the McMechen-based school, he opted to concen­
trate on just football and basketball. It proved II prudent decision. 

11m powerful 6 ft. 2, 190-pounder started on the gridiron his final three seasons as a center, middle 
linebacker and kick.er. 

During that time, he was accorded all-Valley, all-OVAC and all-State honors, named captain of the 
first two all-star squads. 

Kerwood distinguished himself so much ns a senior gridder that he earned honorable mention All+ 
American plaudits. He was also invited to play in the OVAC All-Star Football Game. 

His basketball career with the Bishops also took on all-star status. Kerw1xld was the team's center 
and gained all-OVAC and all.Valley honors. lie was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at tl1e West 
Virginia State Basketball Tournament as a senior. 

Kerwood's sparkling prep play afforded him several college scholarship offers in both football and 
bru;ketball. He opted to play football at Salem College, earning extensive playing time as a freshman. 

As fate would have it, Kerwood was tragically killed in an automobile accident shortly after his 
frosh grid season at Salem. 

Alex Welker (Athlete - 1970s) 
Alex Welker (The Linsly School, Class of 1977). He is the Michael Phelps of 

Ohio Valley swimmers. 
Welker spla.~hed his way to a career like none other in OVAC swimming annals. 

Simply put. Welker was unbeatable. 
The Linsly star never lost a race in high school, including relays, so it is only 

fitting that he is the first swimmer to be inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame. 
He entered Linsly as a sophomore and quickly established himself a'i an aquatic 

star. An exdamation point to his unblemished record was that he held an OVAC 
record in every event he competed in. He competed without ever shaving his body 
or tapering, methods use to lower resistance, yielding fa,ter times. 

Welker still holds school and OVAC records dating back to 1976. He earned the distinction of being 
named All-American as both a junior and senior. 

His unparalleled swimming career proved a springboard to II scholarship fmm The Ohio State 
University, and Welker found more pool success in Columbus. 

He was voted the Buckeyes' Freshman Swimmer of the Year, helping the Scarlet & Gray to a runner­
up finish in the Big Ten. He was a two.time NCAA qualifier while establishing five Ohio State rcconls, 

Welker, unfortunately, suffered a major shoulder injury during his sor,homore season, and many 
thought his swimming career was over. He proved the naysayers wmng as 1c earned "Comeback of the 
Year Award" while ulso se!ting a new Ohio State record in the 200-meter freestyle as a senior. 

He also set numerous recunls during his earlier years in AAU competition. 
He also earned a piece of a world record. In 1975, he was a member of a ]() .. swimmer team thnt estab­

lished a world mark in the SO-mile relay in Mount Vernon, Ohio, with Welk.er posting the fastest split. 

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 
Shawn Vincent (St. Clairsville High School, Cl115s of 1987). Football was the 

name of the game for this Red Devils' icon. 
You name the way to be involved in a football game and Vincent was the leader 

of a team that advanced to the OHSAA Division III state semifinals before fnlling 
to Chagrin Falls Kenston, 22·21. 

Vincent triggered the Red Devils' attack at the quarterback spot, setting an Ohio 
Valley record for rushing yards from the position at 1,360 yards in 13 games. lie 
also scored 150 points for a Red Devil squad which won the OVAC Class 3·A 
title. During the regular season, Vincent averaged l(l.J yards a carry and scored 
20 touchdowns. 

Vincent passed for 441 yards and four touchdowns during his senior campaign. 
All told, he scored 24 touchdowns. lie was also II weapon as a punt and kick returner, &.'Cumulating 
638 yards and three scores. On the defensive side of the ball. Vincent roamed in the secondary and 
had seven interceptions. 

For his season, Vincent was an all-OVAC, all-Ohio and all-Valley selection. 
Upon his graduation, be accepted a scholarship to play defensive back at the University of Akron. 

He started for the Zips for three seasons and in 1988 shared the top sophomore award. He still holds 
the school record with 265 interception return yards and his 13 career interceptions rank second in the 
Akron record hook, 

Vincent then signed a free-agent contract with the Pittsburgh Steelers, playing 10 games in 1991 and 
rCcnrding two interceptions . 
1 Aside from his football prowess, Vincent lettered in basketball and track and field for the Red Devils. 

He was the track most valuable athlete and still holds the school long•jump record. 

73 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Amber Ellison (Athlete - 1990s) 

Amba- Elliwll (Meadowbrook High School, Class or 1999) . The Lady 
, Colrs' basb:tbaJI prognun is one or the most storied in the Ohio Valley and 
:Ellison isamajor-misunwhy. 

Elison was a fOW'-yt:M leth:rwinner for the Lady Colts, twice earning 
first-learn all-Ohio accolades en route to her hOOOJS and eventual basketball 
scholarship to Wheeling Jesuit Univeisity, 

She"s currently Meadowbruok's second all-time girls' leader in points 
(1,363) and rebounds {850) and the all-time leader in steals (506) and 
assists (472). Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single-game record for 
44 points, which she netted as a senior against John Mimhall. 

During that senior season, Ellison averaged 24.1 points and 14.6 rebounds per game en route 
to every first-team award imaginable. She was first-team all-Ohio in Division II, Eastern District 
Playuofthe Year.All-District 12; Playernfthe year in the East Central Ohio League and first-team 
all-OVAC. She was also chosen for the Ohio North-South and OVAC All-Star games. 

As ajunUK, Ellison poured in 19 points, grabbed 10 rebounds, passed out 5.7 assists and snared 
5.5 steals pa game en route to first-team all-everything. She was also named honorable mention 
a11-USA Today. 

lfbasietball wasn't enough, Ellison is ulso one of the finest softball playen to ever wear a Lady 
Colts' UHiform. She baited better lhan .400 every year of her career. Ellison was a three-time all­
Ohio softball selection and four-time all-district pick. She was player of the year, as a sophomore, 
in the OCOLafter batting 506 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBI. 

At Wheeling Jesuit, Ellison scored I ;1.73 career pints. grubbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389 
assists and made 218 steals and blocked 42 shots. A four-year letterwinner, she was a two-year 
captain for the Lady Cardinals and was twice named to the all-WVJAC squad. 

Aftetbcrplaying can:cr at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching position at Shenandoah where she 
sened as an assistant foe a season before ascending to the head coaching job. She Willi with the 
Lady Zeps foe lhree seasons, posting a 54-17 record while reaching three district tournaments. She 
also had brief coaching stints at Franklin Heights und Olentangy Orange. 

Kenny Howell (Athlete - 2000s) 
Kenny Howell (St. John Central High School, Class of 2000). It didn't 

matter the season or the sport for this former Irish standout. 
However, it was in track and field where Howell made his greatest impact 

despite only participating in the sport for three years because he played 
baseball as a freshman. 

After being encouraged lo give track and field a try, Howell became the 
area's m05l decor.ated male thrower, shining in the discus and shot put. 

Howell was a three-time all-Ohioan in the discus. He placed third in the 
state his first season in the circle und then captured the coveted Division 
Ill state championship in 1999. As a senior, Howell Willi undefeated until the state meet when he 
scttJed for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feet. That mark still stands as the best in 
Ohio Valley history.Along with his efforts in die state competition. Howell was a three-time OVAC 
Ownpion in the planer event. 

Howell placed fifth in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a two-time OVAC 
champion in the iron-ball event. 

Howell also ran on high qualily sprint relay teams for the Irish. 
On the football lseld, HoweJI etched his name into St. John Cenlr.il histol)' as a three-year starter 

foe squads which combined fll!' a 25-6 n:conl and qualified for the playoffs in 1999 after a 9-1 season. 
Howell was the primary running back for the Irish, amassing 1.500 yards as a junior en route 

to second-team all-Ohio status. He was first-team all-stater as a senior when he rnn for better than 
1,.300 yards .and was twice named to the OVA C's fint team. 

Howell was also a lhree-year stnrkr for the Irish basketball program. 
After high school, Howell accepted a track scholanhip to West Virginia University, but eventu­

ally transferred lo 11Je Ohio State Universily where he completed his career and degree. He now 
reside$ in Columbus and wcxks in the construction business. 

Denver Williams (Athlete - 1990s) 
Denrer Williams (Cadiz High School, Class of 1996). When it comes to speed, 

there have been very few, if any, faster than Williams. 
Regardless if it was on the track or on the football field, Williams was consis­

tently running away from the oppo~ition. 
Williams was a four-year regular in both track and football for the Cardinals. 

On the oval, Williams wrote his name into Ohio Valley history in both the 100-
meter and 200-meter dashes. 

He wasted little time in making a name for himself. He won the Division III 
state 200-meter dash title as a freshman in 1993. He proceeded to'wiil three: 
more, making him one of just five athletes in state history to win the same event 
four straight years. 

Willian1s didn't stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division Ill IOO•meter crowns to bis resume in 
both his junior and senior seasons. Williams ran his personal-best times of 10.55 and 21.50 to win the 
gold medals as a senior, and both still stand as all-time OHS AA and Ohio Valley records, 

On the football field, Williams also sparkled, earning first-team all-Ohio and all-Eastern Districl 
twice. He owns the Cadiz school record for career rushing yards with 4,479, 

After his prep career, Williams accepted a football scholarship to the University of Kentucky where 
be also r.in lr.u:k. He red-shirted as a freshman and then transferred to Youngstown State where he 
helped the Penguins win the NCAA Division I-AA National Championship. All told, he lettered four 
years nt YSU in football and three in track, 

For the Penguins' track team, Williams was the 200-meter runner-up in the Mid-Continent 
Conference and was apart of school records in the indoor 4x400 and sprint medley. 

Williams has now entered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohio Northern and 
Heidelberg. Currently, he's· working as a football coach and truck coach at Trinity College in Hartforrl, 
Conn. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of 

Dr. Nick Trombetta 
Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School, Midland, Pa. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this conference plays in the lives 
of the member schools' student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship 

are a tribute to your dedicated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization 
of which I am aware. 

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals whose 
accomplishments continue to inspire and motivate today's athletes. 

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success." 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

O-VAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Clas.'i of 
2004 or their repn,sentallves include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Momley {accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovallck 
{accepting for the late George Kovallck), 
Gladys Van Home {accepting for the late Bill 
Van Horne), Belly Pokes {accepting for the late 
Cal Pokes), Jim Foll, Linda Beisel {accepting 
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese {accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row,Jlm Murray {accepdng for the late 
A. Wilson Morrey), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek, 
Bill Mazeroskl, Dr. Al Blatnik {accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Homyak aud Rayna 
Williams {accepdng for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
Williams). Tblrd row, Doug Donley, Gerald 
Spencer {accepting for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki PuJlle.Stokes, 
Geno Ford aud Stephanie Petho. 

14\ z. fi iiiH :!~ * -
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of y,._ Qass of 
2005 or their repn,sentatm,, iKmde, fnlnt 
row left to right, Matt Mumley (IIC'1'q,'lng for 
the late Rudy Mumley),AgnesTlmmoas,DHg 
Hoff, Doke Singer (aca,pllng for die lale 
George Strager), Bob Bortoa ud Jahn 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, C-.,.. G.-, 
Mary Kay Zltzelsberger {aca,pling for the late 
Walter Hell), Mary Schaetz {aa:epliag for the 
late Alex Graza), Jmae _Paull (aa:eptlng for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mlb SI.a wood 
aud Terry Snively. Third row, Jalm 'Fmzy' 
Fllllez, Lance Mdd, Dee Davis, Briaa Swlslier, 
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2010 or their representatives include, front row 
lefl to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John 
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
"Streaky" Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin, 
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Nlekro (represent­
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright, 
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives includ~ front row 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thornes, Ross 
Gallahrese (accepting for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Del (accepting for the late Dick Del) and 
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob 
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller, 
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for 
TJ. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2012 
Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame 
class of 2012 or their representatives 
nclude, front row I to r, Tom Bechtel, 
'hllllp Carey (accepting for the late 
lurdell "Jimmy" Carey), Shawn 
>onley (accepting for the late Charles 
'Red" Donley), Gene Ammirante, 
;ary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec­
md row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and 
l.imee Joseph Mayer (accepting for 
he late Eugene "Emile" Joseph), Art 
Iehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe 
vlaroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan 
~bramowicz) and Amber Ellison; third 
uw, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the 
ate Richard "Dick" Kerwood), Dong 
iwearingen, Alex Weiker, Chris Starr, 
ihawn Vincent and Kenny Bowell. 

Flowers courtesy of Bob & Robin's 
Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

We proudly support 
the East Liverpool Potters 
and congratulate tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees 

. --r :m::::.:'.__ -

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
5 IO Walnut Street 

East Liverpool, OH 
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LEGENDSOF,OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005 

V. Everett 
Brinkman 

Clarence 'Bevo' 
Francis 

Lon 'The Toe' 
Groza 

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 

Clarke 
Hinkle 

Calvin 
Jones 

One of onJy threel3-Jetter winners in footbaJI, basketball, baseball and track at Wheeling Higb,bc was an all-state football end and scored 54 paints in a basket.ball game 
as a freshrrw.n. He became a three-sport. nine-letter standout at W. Vu. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to cam his mark m coaching. 

A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwcxxl Unioo from 192&-33 and Wheeling High from 1934--55 to a combined 405-193 record. At 
Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finaJs. The 1938 nod 1950 teams were unbeaten, Other state titles we~ won in 1936, 1940 
and 1943. lbe '40 and '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman also coached football for I 4 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of 
his gridiron tea.ms claimed stnte titles in the pre-official stnte playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, nnd at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was 
unbcnten but twice tied. 

He also was a top-flight football official fur several years and active in state coaches and officials' organizntions. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fame - West Vuginia Sporn;, Upper Ohio Vo.l.ley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Va. Wesleyun Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Closs of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in nwnerous books, national magnzines and 

major newspapers. Two books were written on his cwccr. 
1be 6-9, 19().~r played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 JX)ints in 25 games 

with 31-JX)lllt average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposlllg teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 JX)ints. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up 
Steubenville aod handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio G~ College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scom:l 1,954 polllts in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
gnme average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College, In 1954, he averaged 465 JX)lllts nod scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Bench Auditorium. 

1bc NAIA Hall of Fnmers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern nnd ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Feny High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and basketbaJI. He was center, and the state tournament's leading scon=:r, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tnckJe on the 10-0-1 recool 1941 football team which claimed no Ohio co-chwnpionsb.ip after 11 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a post•scason chalJenge gnme. Grom, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school. 

He played footba11 as a freshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Oeveland Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's all-time leading scorer with only one ID and 1,609 points, He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Groz.a Awllfd is given 110nually to college footbaJl's top placckicker. 
A nioe-time Pro Bowl offensive toclde, as well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Farner had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns, A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Fercy. 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile early era football player left such nn impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School FootbaJI Stadium behind the school is named in his honor. 
1be 5-11, 195-JXlund athlete aJso left an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted lllto the frrst Hall of Fame class, and in the National Footbal.l 

League. He was lllducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of F(lJJ)C. He's also 11 member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Yaney Dapper Dan.5. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he Jed the East in scoring with 128 polllts in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played iit the East• West Game 
where he was selected the Most 0utstandlllg Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players iit the Nationnl Football League. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placckickcr, and 
was cited for bis running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-lime Two--Way team selected iit 1994. One of the Packer 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 ynn:ls on 1,171 carries) iit NFL history and his totals now rnnk sixth in Packer history. He scored 379 ~r polllts 
and averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red stnndout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school·best 28-1 record aod Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsvllle 

team its only two losses. 
In footbaJI, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iown over Ohio Stn.te llJld went on to All•Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America 

tcarn5 nt guard, lllcluding a record 15 iit 1954. As team captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation's top interior lineman und became one of only two 
consensus All-America picks at Iowa, where he played both offense and defense. 

A member of the CoUege Foodmll and Hehns Athletic Foundation1 HntJs·of Fame, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All--Time Hawkeyo team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of only twd:ut-the schoolr 

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Tilustrated. 
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Bernie 
Allen 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 

Russ 
Craft 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

~ 

Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957) 
A JO-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a qunrterback-placckicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset 

unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Stnr Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football 
team in annual Ohio-West Vrrginia All-Sl:m' Game. 

At Purdue Univcraity, he earned six letters llS footbaJI quarterback and baseball shortstop and Wn.<i team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned Nationnl Football Bock of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Illustrated for piny in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Outstn:nding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pm baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Oiarlottc, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senator.., New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. lo 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees' Tom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hall of Fame gmne in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

He's been inducted into four other haJls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue HaJI and was a charter inductee into the East LlveipOOI Hall of 
Fume. He's also in the Upper Ohio VaJley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He wus a three-sport pc:rfonner in football, basketball and baseball foe the Orange: Knights and earned AU-Valley and AII-Stnte honors as a senior football back. 
Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a twD-way back regular in football and earned second team All-Southeastern 

Conference honors, 
Drafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the NationaJ Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) us a defensive back-kick returner and was sc:lc:cted to the 

AJl-1ime Eagles' Team. He played on Eagles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 und 
1952. He is tied for the current NA., record of four pass interceptions in one gnme against the CrudinaJs in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsbu[Bh Steel er extra-point kicks 
in 1952 grune and returned a kickoff for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950. 

Craft is credited us the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL cnreer in two seasons as n playc:r-nssistnnt coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Film<;' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL Hist{){)'. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-ynrtl TD return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crnzylegs) Hirsch of the Rn.ms. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports HaJl of Fame and the Upper Ohio VaJley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was n three-sport standout at Unsly and Bethany College:. An All-Valley football player, he a1so scored 

an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring era. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His footba11 teams scheduled lop-notch programs from three states and went 166-35--13 including a 11 ].JO 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three stnte titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class stnte playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball team 
to its second state one-class crown (the: other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketbaJI team lost a 38-37 regiona1 title: game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship, He was selected West Vrrginia "Coach of the Year" for high school and college all sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to a 370--127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner•up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several ha1ls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College: and wus the first inductee into the Ohio 

VaJlc:y Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching awnrtl is named for him nnd he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team aJI-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 und 1938 including a 24--0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under HaJI of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career 

games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring em. 
He: later earned All-America nnd All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the I 941 Southeastern Conference 

championship. After serving in World War Il, where he was wounded, he: played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He: was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1935) 
He was an aJl-stllle basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads ton 20--1 record in 1934. He a1so was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-:elass state track 

meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was a member of the medley relay winning unit. 
At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state HaJI of Fame coach Cam Henderson und earned Little AU-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titJes. 

He played professionaJly with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52. 
In 1947, he was lhe Most VaJuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the natioo's best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He was a 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a member of four other haJls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. r 
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He was a first team All-W.Va. basketba11 honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 
fina1s. As a junior, he helped the Iron.men to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 

At West Vrrginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed­
ed last in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the fi15t round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, nnd Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team's only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select­
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 reconl. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the anned services, Barie served as interim conch and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years nt Penns Grove, N. J., where his teruns won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Closs of 1931) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was se1ectedA11-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hem by placing a to-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. . 

In the second Nationa1 Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Camey (Wmtersville High School, Closs of 1952) 
A 10-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted a scholarship to Ohio University. 
As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention AU-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
Afterretuming,he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAAAII-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two~time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records. 

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned n spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hem Livia Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Camey's time of 20,6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Irnnmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned.All-America honors in 1934 after corning back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed nationa1 champions. lbe three-year letterman played on Panther teruns with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He nlso played in the East-West Shrine Grune along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, n future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only AU-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Closs of 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football, basketball and baseball - and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

1bomas. He led the 1930,(QQ~ team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski ~g!J! §aj~l;Jwg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed 

••vow Boys" team - so named for voVf:YJ&A9~~,l.9se to Southern California during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat­
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 rea;>rd __ w"qile,, ~-8?-.fJli_ng the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
a two-way end and plncekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Gmne. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in l,936~ but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valle}' Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Footba11 Hall of Fame. 
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He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history. 
The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and nn Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 

after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 
The Pottera defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and 

tied Sandusky, 13-13. 
Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star nt Purdue University and 

the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 
Bell n1so blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the wmual Ohio North-South gnme. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division. 
The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventua1 champion Newark in the semifinals. 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament befo~ bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar­
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed, as a firat baseman nnd outfielder, 
in Fargo, ND., and Charleston, W.Va., befo~ serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wtlkes-Barre, Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

George 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legemlary early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 reconl teams ugainst top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 nnd a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 JX,Jints in nine games - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totu1s of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards ure both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1937). 
He was n senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regulur season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union. 
He enrolled nt Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1.596 points set by national Hall of Fnmer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 JX,Jints in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
last two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and became the first West Virginia Confe~nce player to average 20 p:,ints for a season. 

In 1941, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. A.mnteur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicago. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6--foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). 
'The Bellai~ native was a six-sport Cadet lettennan in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned A11:.ya1Jey honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career nt Northwestern Univemity in Chicitgt,-:i' 1 1 
·' ·l 

A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played'seVtm'.iWasdns in the Nntional Football League -
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season,~ Bear.3'~fi!afdd''the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship gnme. . . . _ ' •ll - ' 

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 cntches for910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 ynrrlB and 24 touchdowns. 
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He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University. 

Moffat 
Storer 

As a senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 
The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 

The 6-foot-l, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by 1be Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 
a game. 

In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 
at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years. 

A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and two-way regulnr as a running back-linebacker on teams 
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940) 
He was a three-sport, three-year Purple ruder athlete in football, basketball nnd baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full­

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After a year in prep school, he played football two years nt the University of Wisconsin nnd earned.All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on nn_8-1-l record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines' football team, he was drafted by the NFL's Oeveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star terun 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the AU-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University ofWJSConsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, WJS. 

Charle_y Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He wns a tiiree-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football 

and basketball and was All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the lronmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During tlwt run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Vrrginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 nthletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and baseball. 
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he a1so batted 300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard 
in basketball. 

He wrui selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004-inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Vrrginin Sports Hall of Fame. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Anny. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive playem in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Ttme Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Vnlley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in footba11, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forenmner of the OVAC. The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he wns team captain as a senior and earned honors on the AU-Ohio college selections. 
Skorich was drafted by .the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Oeveland Browns' staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004 . 

. Moffat Storer (fhe Linsly School, Class of 1939) 
v H'e W1lS irthree-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash. 

An A1l~V'alley fuUback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the 
1939 IntelligencerTiilsiliteTrack Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Vrrginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State. It was 
played in Durham,N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif,, because of World War Il in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 1 • ~. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cnrdinnls but, after graduation,',erved in the IIIl1led forces. 
He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years, nnd is deceased. • 

84 



Floyd 
Baker 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2010 

Carl 
Hoppel 

Dick 
Mehen 

Will 
Robinson 

Jack 
Simons 

Floyd Baker - The graduate of Wittenberg University left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Volley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3, 

all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament benhs (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and 
1938, a team that included 0VAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bu11dog coaching record was 118-56. 

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He stnrted the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-garne winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of 
Farner Alex Groza, won the first 0VAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21. 

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio stD.te tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962), The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Oh10, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
a junior and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi­
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 "Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament nnd had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessmnn, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick nnd co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick M ehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became 
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as all-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In I 938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24..Q and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinlcmnn, an 0VAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. 

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300 
JX)ints, a high total for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA era, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and 0VAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, Closs of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in footbull, basketball, basebull and track, he was the 
"T' quarterback on the 1930 9..() record football team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity leuers, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their games while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the fir..t black to become head basketball coach at a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff as a scout. 
He's also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michigan Sports Hn1l, nnd Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at 

nge 96, in 2008. 

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School,Ouss of 1920). He bas held the Ohio Valley single-season footbull scoring record for90x!W':,'Jii i~l9, 
he score<l 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was ll four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, ITT!£~} ~r(9fl11C{ at tlie school 
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cum~rlil!ld.;\lhlete,in 1919, to earn first 
team nll~state football honors, 

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as l_inebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team, 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as player-c:oach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He al:;jo,!xcame athletic director and started the football program at old St. 
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record t.eamsi:Simbns has been inducted into the WVU SJX}rts Hall of Fame and the W. 
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of I 972), In high school, be dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting 
school 1,600- and 3,200-rneter scliool records which remain on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and.placed second in the state meet 2-mile run. 

As a seniorr Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America stems by placing 
third with a tune of 8:58.4 for two miles ut the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recruited by the University ofTennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC cmWllil and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles (Punque) Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of 
Fame and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-
year record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 193 J, That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen, They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached'the tennis team. 
As a high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978. 
Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state 
champion Wheeling High. 

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled at the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two 
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All­
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No, 8 hangs from the rafters 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall ofFarner and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry, Both Groza and Jordan were later 
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Class of I 941 ), In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red team. the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the last pre-World War II class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team AIi-America se)ec.:. 

tion as a 6-foo~ 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation's outstanding lineman in 1943. 
After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956;he became head of the 

PhysicaTEducation Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Norman (Wild Man) Willev (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945), He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man 

football teams at the smalfer enrolfment schools. 
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tornados, 
After high school, be enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College. where he 

played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was dmfted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight seasons from 1950-

57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, alon$ with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time E"agles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks after it was reeorted he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly, OQ Oct. 26, 1952. He earned the nickname Wild Man" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents' 
y~e losses. 

An mductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State SJ?C_lrts Halls of Fame, be was honored in Pine Grove with a "Nonnan Willey Day" on Sept 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home of Wild Man Willey were erected at ~e entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School. 
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Tony Cama (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one ofonly four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the stm 
of the most successful team program in state history. He captured individual Class A titles from 1984-86 and hrul a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th, 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Corna the main cog in the fin;t two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Cama as an All-American selection. 

He was a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,29D-meters as. 
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th, 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in I 985. 

Cnrna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross counµy and was an All-Big Ten am 
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth pince in the 1991 NCAA Division l National Cross Country Meet. where he finished 21st ii 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Jim GeorKe (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, be was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th, 
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and ulso was lll1 A11-0hio Class B honorable mention basketba11 honoree as well as a basebal 
standout The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-~llIIle win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48, As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin1 
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio learn in the 1950 Ohio-West Vuginia All-Star Game. 

1n basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school history - and the Jefferson County title. 
He accepted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year lettennan and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl: 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Foothall League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. lie opted to join the Air Force. 

Corter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including nn unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points- second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game nonn after sporting a 402 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 pomts against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also hrul games of 58 and 55 points. 1n the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws. 

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 five-player fin;t temn All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services. 
The four-yenr basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Vuginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball gunrd led the Ohio Valley in scorin~ his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He hrul a game high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as a senior. • 

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team as aj'unior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Tune Ohio Valley Post- 950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-sport, 11-Jetter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones ncceptcd a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he wns a four-year Jetterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior aod part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). Toe only TI~er to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, be led the 
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the fin;t state title (Class B) m school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Stra!ler, he 
slurred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first terun Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley • Small 
School" team. He also started for West Vuginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Vuginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National 
All-Americao High School Team honors. 

1n basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Yenr at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament 
in Sistersville. 

1n baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their fin;t ever one-dass sectional championship. 
Recruited by numerous major coUeges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-yenr letterman and two-year regular as a two-way hack and 

punter. He led Toe Big Ten in punting as a senior and was fowth in the oation with a 412-yard average. He was featured in Sports llit151rated for a major role 
m Purdue's upset of No. 1 ranked Michigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled 'The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History." 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine AU-Star Game. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the nnned forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Embarks on 71st Year 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra­
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 50 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 12,000 athletes 
in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Barnesville 
Beallsville 
Beaver Local 
Bellaire 
Bishop Donahue 
Bridgeport 
Brooke 
Buckeye Local 
Buckeye Trail 
Caldwell 
Cambridge 
Cameron 
Clay-Battelle 
Conotton Valley 
East Liverpool 
East Richland Christian 
Edison 

Fort Frye 
Frontier 
Harrison Central 
Hundred 
Indian Creek 
John Marshall 
Linsly 
Magnolia 
Martins Ferry 
Meadowbrook 
Monroe Central 
Morgantown 
Oak Glen 
Paden City 
Parkersburg South 
River 
Shadyside 
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Shenandoah 
St. Clairsville 
St. John Central 
Steubenville 
Steubenville Catholic Central 
Toronto 
Trinity Christian 
Tyler Consolidated 
Union Local 
University 
Valley 
Weir 
Weirton Madonna 
Wellsville 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Wheeling Park 
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