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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row left to right, Tom Rataiczak, Don Zinni, Dick
Wolf, Ron Mauck and Doug Huff; back row, Kelly Rine, Tom Tisher, Seth Staskey, Robert
“Bubba” Kapral, Jeff Harrison and Bob Koch.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Selection Committee

Jeff Harrison...................Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge
Doug Huff.......................Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling
Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral........Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
Bob KOCH..cuicseerernseensaenssenasensnennneenes D VAC Football All-Star Game Director
Ron MaucK.......Former OVAC Football Ali-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director
Tom Rataiczak........eeeeiiiccnnnicniisscsnnnnnnccssnnnnne e O VAC Executive Secretary
Kelly Rine......cceeereeerssnennneeceesnnAthletic Director, St. Clairsville High School
Seth Staskey.......cceerneneeee.oSports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
TOM TiSHET....ccciivicccscsssssissssssssannannannannnnnnnnnnnns L €aCher, River High School
Dick Wolf.........ccceeeenrercnarnnnnnnees East Liverpool City Schools Board Member
DON ZiNNi...ueeeeiieciiscsnnnsenssessessascssssssassancsssesssss VAC Football Commissioner




2013-2014 OVAC
Executive Board

The OVAC Executive Board for 2013-2014. Front row, left to right, Dr. Dianna Vargo, West Virginia Board
Member; Dan Enich, West Virginia Board Member; Corey Murphy, Past President; Walt Skaggs, Presi-
dent; Bernie Dolan, Vice-President; Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; Jeff Crosier, Ohio Board Member;
Dr. Dan Doyle, Ohio Board Member. Second row, Steve Wajcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell,
Basketball Commissioner; Ron White, Assistant Basketball Commissioner; Don Zinni, Assistant Football
Commissioner; Dave Clutter, Football Commissioner; Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; Pegi Bannan,
Volleyball Commissioner. Back Row, Thomas E. Rataiczak, Executive Secretary/Treasurer; Fred King,
Class 1A Representative; Ed Cihy, Class 2A Representative; Molly Feller, Class 3A Representative; Kelly
Rine, Class 4A Representative; Rick Leach, Class 5A Representative; Bob Koch, Football All-Star Director.




The OVAC is proud to salute three of its own

JOHN HOWELL TOM RATAICZAK DON ZINNI
Basketball Commissioner Executive Secretary/ Football Commissioner
Treasurer
Congratulations
to the HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE
on its 10th Anniversary

of recognizing the best in the Valley.
Special Congratulations to the OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC
CONFERENCE for seventy years of continuous service to
our schools and student/athletes.

From our 75 Conference championships

to the OVAC Sports Museum

to the Hall of Fame recognition and display
to the $40,000 worth of scholarships

to our All-Star contests

to our Banquet of Champions

to our Sports World assemblies

to our website and marketing

to our All-Conference academic recognition
to our 12,000+ student-athletes

And to our 50 member schools

We will remain committed to serving for the next seventy years.




Congratulations to my favorite coach,

Nick Aloi

on your induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Nick’s appreciation for coaching basketball
 has been an integral part of his life.

Your loving wife, Linda




The Barnegville High School Athletic Department
N and The Barnesville Boosters Club €9

Ry Congratulate

s Larry Marmie _

 quartervack Barnegyille High School
Berea Kentucky Pirates fead coach
Morehead State Fagles soomdary couen

Tastern Kentucky Colonels veensive cooninator
Tulsa_ Golden Hurricanes pemsive coorainator

» North Carolina Tar Heels mam
Tennessee VOIUTLEErS vefensive coordimator

SH]Ilt LO].I].S RHIHS Defenstve Coordinator
Seattle SeahaWKS  seondary coact

Lag Vegas LocomOotives petensive Backs Coach
Currently Pro Scout (Jakland Raiders

SEATTLE

SEAHAWKS




Congratulations

- Bellaire Big Reds

Tom Rataiczak - Ben Taylor
Class of 1964 Class of 1996

from

the Bellaire High School
Athletic Department

Sprit, Pride, Tradition
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Purple Rider Pride

The Martins Ferry High School
Athletic Department salutes and congratulates

Jim Brown

i, lw%‘“en..
‘Cy’ Godfrey Peri Powell

OVAC Hall of Fame inductees
Ken Vargo (Class of 1952)

Ron ‘Cy’ Godfrey (Class of 1956)
Jim Brown (Class of 1961)

Peri Powell (Class of 1979)

and OVAC Legend T Bovards
Russell “Tuss’ Edwards (Class of 1923)

Part of a rich tradition of athletics







CONGRATULATIONS
Vet Hoc
and
e ‘

FROM THE

EAST LIVERPOOL
REBOUND CLUB

Bill & Teresa Crawford, Co-Presidents
Melissa Waggle, Vice-President
Stacey Conley, Secretary

Bob Bosco, Treasurer

Nate Conley, Head Coach

POTTER NATION
IS PROUD OF YOU!




RICH “HOOT"” GIBSOI

On being inducted into the
OVAC Hall of Fame
at the 10th induction ceremony!

- The Times Leader
200 SOUTH 4TH STREET \ MARTINS FERRY, OHIO

740-633-1131
www.timesleaderonline.com

Ghe Shadyside Hthletic Department

John Howe
OVAC Hall of Fame




Tom Rataiczak

Martins Ferry
High School
Faculty and Students
congratulate

Coach Peri Powell,

To a most deserving Hall of Famer, on her induction
the “visionary and backbone” of the Conference! | {nto the OVAC Hall of Fame

“CONGRATULATIONS”

Kelly Rine & Dr. Dee Nazzaro
Rider Nation is proud of you!

Congratulations
Harry ‘Moo’ Moore

on your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

from the Moundsville
High School Alumni Association
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ongratulations

Don Zinni

OVAC
COMMISSIONER

FOOTBALL
OFFICIAL

on being inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!!

LoVvE You FOREVER! YOUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN,

Donna and Mike, Dave and Natalie, Dan and Jili

Steven, Marissa, Lauren, Kristin, Tyler, Tanner, and Trip
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The Man In The Glass

By Dale Wimbrow

When you get what you want in your struggle for self
And the world makes you king for a day

Just go to the mirror and look at yourself

And see what that man has to say.

For it isn’t your father, or mother, or wife

Whose judgment upon you must pass

The fellow whose verdict counts most in your life
Is the one staring back from the glass.

He’s the fellow to please — never mind all the rest
For he’s with you, clear to the end

And you’ve passed your most difficult, dangerous test
If the man in the glass is your friend.

Thomas E. Rataiczak

You may fool the whole world down the pathway of years
And get pats on the back as you pass

But your final reward will be heartache and tears

If you’ve cheated the man in the glass.

You have opened so many new avenues
Jor the OVAC through your visions,
hard work and dedication.
Congratulations on receiving this award.
I am so proud of you!

Love you,

Lind C\C)@@/)
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Congratulations

J ed Steph en SHENANDOAH

“The Pride of Shenandoah High’

on your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

From
The Shenandoah High School

Athletic Department
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St. Clairsville High School

Congratulates these three Red Devils

Bethany Piccolini

Rich Gibson Rhonda Noble
St. C. Class of 1970 St. C. Class of 1979 St. C. Class of 2001
Media 1970s Athlete 2000s Athlete

on their induction
into the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame, Class of 2013

Red Deyvil Nation is proud of you!
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Russell “Tuss” Edwards
1903 - 1983

Pap we love you and thank you for your life and love. You were
always there to take care of us and help us get better. You in-
stilled in us the pride of being an athlete and how competing and: 4
striving were worthy ways to live our lives. We looked up to you
and loved when you told stories of competing with the very earli-
est great Martins Ferry teams. You held the Valley Scoring
record for Decades with your 8 touchdown game against Coshoc-
ton. Your stories of playing in the Polo Grounds and kicking the
winning field goal and your games at W & J kept us wanting to be
athletes. The stories of the great players you coached and
played with as well as the stories of “Pop” Heisman and Andy
Kerr, your college coaches kept us imagining great things about
being an athlete.

Pap you were a great coach in the years that you coached high
school sports. Winning at Adena, Warwood and Linsly. Your
Linsly team was undefeated:and made it past the second round of the National Basketball tournament
where you lost to South Carolina. The player for South Carolina shot the basketball two handed “Wilt
the Still” style underhanded to beat you.

Pap one of your greatest accomplishments was organizing and help start the Wheeling Midget League.
Parading through downtown Wheeling and heading to Belle Isle for 3 inning warm up games for the
season openers always excited us. The league gave a lot of players their first chance to play organized
basebail and it was well appreciated by all the people of Wheeling resulting in you being named Citizen
of the Year.

Pap we were lucky to live with you and to always live close by you. You took care of us when you
moved on the Linsly campus and became the grounds keeper. You fed us daily, helped train us and kept
us on time and ready to go. We got to share our careers with you. You watched our games, talked
about what we did right and how we could get better. You always followed all your grandkids at CCHS
as well. You always gave us positive feedback and we always wanted to make you proud and-honor you
anyway we could.

Pap isn’t it great that another generation later your great- grandchildren would honor your name. in
the 2000 decade Wheeling Central went on a run in sports and particularly football that was one of the
schools greatest. Who lead that powerhouse but Edwards. Justin Edwards starting it off like a rocket
with his play than Alex Edwards Peluchette came on and they rolled. Lee finally came and kept it rolling.
Not sure if it will ever stop at CCHS. N

Pap tonight is the final honor for you on earth but your name and spirit will always live on in the

athletic arena.

Love,

Peluchette & Edwards Family
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The Martins Ferry
Athletic Department

congratulates our coach,

Ms. Peri Powell,

on her induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Congratulations

You will always
be our legend

Congratulations
Nick Aloi

on your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

from

Frank and Mary Aloi
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wtoviel.com

roud to be your Officia
VAC Television Station.

Tim McCoy -GENERAL MANAGER




Congratulations

OVAC ‘Legend’ Joel Jones

Jones’ teammates from
the 1950-51 and 1953-54 seasons:

Coach James Wares

Arnett Brogdon Leonard Brown*
Raymond Brown* Robert Byrd
William Brown Calvin Burns*
Henry Burns Lawrence Chester*
Raymond Castelow*  John Douglas

John Curenton* Richmond Gibson*
Bobby Jean Douglas  James Gregory*
Wilson Gilliam* Willie Gregory
Franki Gregory Joe Hill

Fletcher Gregory Roy Ingram
George Hopkins* Robert Jeter*
Walter Ingram* Raeford Lester*
Robert Lee Allen Rutherford*
Clarence Rice* Robert Sims

Isiah Salter Irvin Salter*

Fred Sutton Isaac Thomas*
James Thomas* Booker T. Walker
James Turner * Nathaniel William*
William Walker Alphonso Williams*
Leonard Witcher* Charles Young
Danny Young Ed Young*

James Brown* (* deceased)

* Three-time high school all-stater (captain as senior)
* Two-time All-American at Michigan State
*Played in Rose Bowl
*Curently a counselor at Henry Ford High School, Detroit

From your brother, Robert, sisters Rev. Theola
and Mayola J. and niece Patra Brown
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The Steubenville City Schools

congratulate

Sylvia Crawley

 (SHS Class of 1990)

on her induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

We are proud of you!

OO
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ongratulations

Coach Jim “JT” Thomas

VAC Hall of Fame - Class of 2013

from
the Wheeling Central Catholic

Athletic Department

21




ongratulations Papaw!!

“The guy to make you smile on a bad day.”
TJ

“No one could dream of a greater Papaw. He does nothing more than provide a smile to everyone who crosses his path.”
Meg

“You're always willing to help us, and let us steal Swedish Fish!!”
Maddy

“He is that one person in the world that makes me laugh and smile every time I see him.”
Sean

“My Papaw is my hero...He inspires me every day and one day I hope to be like him! Love you Papaw!”
Sarah

“Papaw is my hero because he works hard and helps me do the things I need to do.”
Andrew

“Papaw makes me happy because he lets me come to his house to visit all the time!”
Lizzie

“I love my Papaw. He’s my friend!”
Rachel
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The Ohio Valley Board
of Basketball Officials

congratulates

John L. Howell

on his induction

into the OVAC Hall of Fame
President - Butch Minkemeyer Executive Committee
President-Elect - Dale Lewis Jerry Adkins
Secretary-Treasurer - Roger Levi Ramsey Rahi
Booking Secretary - Jim Schmitt Mark Kerwood

Interpreter - John Artimez
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Congratulations

on your induction to the

OVAC HALL OF FAME

The Whartons
Dick, Betty, Chris, Uisa, Bill, Ann, Chucic,
Jale, Zeke, Luke, Katle, Ben, Cole & Nate
TOTAL SPORTS

CONNECTION

The East Liverpool High School
Alumni Association

congratulates

Ken Cunningham, Class of 1961
Mark Emmerling, Class of 1989

We are proud of you!

24




OO

_ Congratulations
B N\ to
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees

-

Tom Rataiczak

Mark Emmerling

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches’ Association
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference




The Buckeye Local
Athletic Department

congratulates
OVAC

Hall of Fame
inductees

Don Zinni Jim Thomas

BUCKEYE LOCAL

Congratulations —~—~~~~

Nick Aloi

from your family =~ ~ ~~~_~_
Nino and Emily Lancia ~—~——~—~——~—
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| Congratulations OVAC Hall of Famer
Tom Rataiczak

You have always been a man
of great vision and leadership.
No one deserves this award more than you!
We are so proud of you!

Much love,
Sheri, Mac, Terry & Sibyl
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The St. Clairsville
High School
Athletic Department

congratulates

Rhonda Rich ‘Hoot’ Bethany

Noble

Gibson Piccolini

on their induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2013
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The East Liverpool
High School
Athletic Hall of Fame

proudly salutes

Inductee
Nick Aloi
Boys’ Basketball Coach
23 years - 381 wins
Most wins in ELHS history
Legend Inductee
Ken Cunningham Mark Emmerling
Class A Basketball 4-time OVAC wrestling champion
~ Ohio Player of the Year 1961 Most wins in ELHS history
Offficers

Rick Dieringer - Chairman
Bob Bosco - Chairman-Elect
Steve Mabbott - Vice-Chairman
Dick Wolf - Secretary/Treasurer
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Congratulations @J\

Rhonda Noble %

v

Love,
Mom, Keith, Char, Amy, John,
Mandy, & Steve
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- Steubenville
Big Red Boosters

congratulate and salute

Sylvia Crawley

on her induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2013
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The
Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference
Executive Board

Salutes
OVAC Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Thomas E. Rataiczak

on his well-deserved induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Thanks for your tireless work on behalf of the student-athletes of the Ohio Valley
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OUAG Hall lll Fame
We knew you would make !

YOU HAVE BEEN GOOD
FOR ATHLETICS

AND ATHLETICS HAS
BEEN GOOD TO YOU

Dad Duane & Mom, Dorothy
Beth, Tom, Leslie & Logan Powell
Cory & Zac Beaver




Coach Mike Young

and the CCHS football staff
salute and congratulate

Coach “JT” Thomas

on his induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Maroon Knights
State football champions
1979-2000-2002-2004-2005-2006-2007-2010-2011
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The
Ohio Valley Board
of Football Officials

congratulates

Don Zinni

on his well-deserved induction

into the OVAC Hall of Fame
Officers Executive Committee
Larry Rine, President Bruce Myers
Joe Koler, Vice-President Matt Youn
Mike Clyde, Secretary Doug Costain

Jerry Ames, Treasurer
Jeff Loeffler, Past President
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to Tom Rataiczak
OVAC Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Beallsville Fort Frye
Bishop Donahue Magnolia
Conotton Valley Martins Ferry
East Richland Christian Monroe Central
Hundred Shenandoah
Paden City Tyler Consolidated
St. John Central Buckeye Local
Trinity Christian East Liverpool
Valley Edison
Weirton Madonna Harrison Central
Caldwell Meadowbrook
Cameron Oak Glen
Clay-Battelle St. Clairsville
Frontier Steubenville
Linsly Union Local
River o _ Weir
Shadyside = . Beaver Local
Steubznvi]le Catholic Central Tom Rataiczak Brooke
Toronto Cambridge
Wellsville , Indian Creek
Wheeling Central Catholic John Marshall
Barnesville Morgantown
Bellaire Parkersburg South
Bridgeport Wheeling Park
Buckeye Trail University

You truly are the hub of the nation’s
best high school conference!

Paid for by the Ohlo Valley Wrestling Coaches Association
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FREGIATO, MYSER & DAVIES

I
FRANK A. FREGIATO, ESQ. Of Counsel:

RICHARD A. MYSER, ESQ. GERALD P. DUFF, ESQ.
ALBERT E. DAVIES, ESQ.

*Auto Accidents *Real Estate

*Defective Products *Criminal Defense/DUIL
*Wrongful Death *Divorce/Family Law
*Workers™ Compensation *Corporate/Commercial Law
*L.abor Law *Wills/Probate/Trusts
*Employment Law *General/Civil Trial Practice

740-635-0162

320 Howard Street
Bridgeport, Ohio 43912
www.belmontlaw.net

THE DAILY

EFFERSONIAN
congratulates
The OVAC Hall of Fame OVAC Hall of Fame
class ni 2013 Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group
especially local inductees | 10 Years!
lnarnelsavr;?llemlrirglll:isecnnnll - 179 Inductees!
led SIEII_llﬂlI
{Shenandoah High Schooll 45 Legen dS /
and ‘Legenif
John Zip’ Behen Saluting the best of the best
{Cambhridge High Schoel) | high school conference

in the nation
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The OVAC
Hall of Fame Committee
congratulates

Judge Frank Fregiato

as the Denny Magruder
Distinguished Service Award

recipient for 2013

Judge Fregiato has served as the OVAC’s
legal council since 1977

| Past winners of the award:
Denny Magruder (2010); Bob Robinson (2011)
and Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling (2012)

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference <
Hall of Fame Commltte is seeking
> nominations for future consideration
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC ‘Family’,
OVAC ‘Contributor’, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes)

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906.

~ Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomphshments
 (statistics, a]l—star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested.

The 11th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled
on Saturday, August 16, 2014 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va.
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Thomas E. Rataiczak

Thomas E. Rataiczak (Bellaire High School, Class of 1964). Succeeding the late Sam Mumley and his friend-to-all,
get-it-done attitude as the guiding force of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference would not be an eusy task, but it's one §
that Rataiczak has done with tremendous vision and class...and then some.

“Rat” has been the de facto head of the OVAC as Executive Secretary since 1999, and under his leadership, the bi-
state conference has grown to an all-time high of 50 member schools from Ohio and West Virginia,

During Rataiczak's watch, the Conference has grown by leaps and bounds in a variety of areas. Among them have
been the formation of the OVAC Hall of Fame and the OVAC Sports Museum (both located in WesBanco Arena in
Wheeling); instituting boys® and girls’ basketball tournaments and expanding many of the other events, most notably
the revised format of the track championships; creating an All-Conference Academic Team in conjunction with Ohio
University Enstern; the creation of an official OVAC website; standardizing all championship awands; developing a
meet director’s handbook; computerizing all financial accounts; providing countless SportsWorld speakers to the ared
for more than 600 school assemblies, mising more than $250,000 to bring them in at no cost to the Conference; and
placing the Conference on solid financial ground through o partnership with Scholastic Sports Marketing.

A retired Bellaire High School teacher, he served as a “Founding Father” and Director of the BHS Sports Foundation .
and has been chairman of the Bellaire Wall of Fame/Hall of Fame Committee for more than 20 years. Rataiczak has Tom Rataiczak
been the Big Reds’ basketball scorekeeper for 43 years, working at more than 1,700 consecutive varsity and junior
varsity games. In fact, the OVAC’s Scorekeeper/Timer Award presented annually at the OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic is named in his honor.

He has also served more than 30 years as the BHS record-keeper, publishing extensive media guides for both football and basketball.

The recipient of the Bellaire Alumni Association’s Outstanding Alumnus Award in 1992, he graduated from West Liberty State College and obtained
a master’s degree from West Virginia University. He received the Robert §. McKelvey Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2010
and his most recent undertaking was being elected to the Bellaire Board of Education.in 2012.

Tim McCoy

Tim McCoy (Jefferson Union High School, Class of 1978). For a quarter of a century, McCoy has taken the lead
role in expanding broadcast and internet coverage of Ohio Valley high school sports, specifically those of the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference.

Those efforts have helped give thousands of area high school athletes tremendous exposure, with countless thou-
sands of viewers able to watch the valley’s best perform in the athletic realm.

Among the many highlights has been live TV coverage of various all-star contests, most notably the Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic from Wheeling Island Stadium and the Ron Mauck OVAC
Wrestling Championships from WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. At one time, WTOV-TV® also aired the Samuel A,
'} Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic.

Other events include the football “Game of the Week™ broadcasts (replays of area games following the compre-
hensive “Sports Friday” shows) ; in-depth pre-season football team previews and the “Big 22" awards banguet in
December, WTOV-TVY also has an extensive internet football supersite available.

McCoy became Vice-President and General Manager of WTOV-TV9 in 1994, Prior to that, he served as the sta-
tion’s Operations Manager for six years
Tim McCoy He began his career in television as a Production Technician at WNEO-TV in Kent from 1979-82. He first joined
WTOV as a Promotion Producer from 1982-85 and then spent two years at NBC affiliate WLEX-TV in Lexington,
Kentucky as Promotions and Creative Services Director where he received two ADDY awards.

He has served on various boards in the Ohio Valley, including as president and campaign chairman of the United Way of Jefferson County,
the St. John Arena, the Steubenville Rotary and the Steubenville City of Murals, He is also a member of The Friends of Wheeling, the Eastern
Ohio Valley Tech Prep Consartivm, Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce, the Wheeling Aren Chamber of Commerce, Franciscan University
of Steubenville, Historic Fort Steuben and the Jefferson County WIND Team. He was named 1995 City of Murals “Volunteer of the Year”; the
Community Leadership Award from the Franciscan University of Steubenville; a Community Award from the Steubenville branch of the NAACP,
and the One in a Million Award from the Steubenville Million Man March Committee awards,

He was the 1997 Robert S. McKelvey Memorial Award recipient from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club.

Richard (Hoot) Gibson

Richard (Hoot) Gibson (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1970). He began his career in the local media in 1981
and has spent 32 years on the staff at The Times Lender, serving as a sports writer and for a brief time as Sports Editor
and also as Area News Editor.

Gibson has written countless columns covering high school, college and professional sports and instituted the All-
Times Leader teams in all high school sports.

He has covered OVAC contests in nearly every sport and at most conference schools over the years, including
OVAC All-Star games in every spoit.

Gihson has been seen at countless sporting events not only locally, but around the country. He's covered severnl
NCAA men’s basketball “Final Four™ games, many World Series and MLB All-Star Games, 10 Super Bowls and 18
college football bowl games. He's also authored countless stories on the Ohio State Buckeyes and the West Virginia
Mountaineers and served one year as the beat writer for the Pittsburgh Pimtes.

He received the OHSAA Media Service Award for the Eastern District in 2000 and has won several Ohio Prep
Sports Writers Association awards over the years.

Gibson was also a freelance writer for several years for Basketball Weekly magazine based out of Detroit, Michigan.

Gibson, who attended Harding University in Arkansns, also spent several years as a local baseball, basketbali and ~ Rich ‘Hoot’ Gibson
volleyball official and served as manager of the Fairpoint-Neffs ballclub of the Ohio Valley Baseball League.

He served three years in the United States Navy (1976-78), working in communications for Command 6th Fleet Europe while stationed in Italy and
touring both Europe and northern Africa.

41




Nick Aloi

Nick Aloi (Midland (Pa.) High School, Class of 1962). His coaching career began with a three-year stint at his
alma mater, Midland (Pa. ) Lincoln High, where he led the team to & state runner-up finish in 1986. He was named
Class A “Coach of the Yenr” in western Pennsylvania in 1985.

Aloi’s coaching stay at East Liverpool begon in 1986 and spanned 20 years, longer than any basketball coach in -
school history. He compiled a career record of 326-121, an impressive winning percentage of 73%.

His Potter-coached teams waon four Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1991, "94, *95 and "99); nine
sectional titles; six district crowns and one regional championship with an OHSAA State “Final Four™ Appearance in
1999, The 99 team finished with & 23-2 record, falling to Shaker Heights (71-63) in the Division 1 state semifinals.

He was selected Ohio Division I “Coach of the Year” in 1996 by the Ohio High School Basketball Association
and 1999 by The Associated Press; was the Disirict 5 Basketball Coaches Association “Coach of the Year™ 11 times,
Eastern District “Coach of the Year” seven times and received similar honors in Columbiana County naumerous times.

He was previously inducted into the East Liverpool High School Athletic Hall of Fame, the Beaver County Sports Hall
of Fame, the Midland High School Sports Hall of Fame and the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame. v

Among Aloi’s attributes were consistency, continuity and commitment, evident in the fact that he never missed an ick Aloi
open gym, practice, scimmage or game during his playing or coaching careers. He also started the popular “Potter Nick Aloi
Holiday Classic,” a tournoment known for quality competition, and conducted the “Little Potters Clinic” yearly for
the district’s elementary and middle school students free of charge.

As an ath]ete, Alot was the leading scorer, MVP and team captain of Midland’s 1962 undefeated basketball team, euming All-WPIAL and All-
State recognition. He then went to Bowling Green State University where he was a three-year starter and team co-captain, averaging 15 points per
game. Aloi eamned his bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green :md later obtained his master’s degree from Duquesne University, He was drafted by
the St. Louis Hawks of the NBA.

Jim Thomas

Jim Thomas (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1963).

The highly-regarded “JT is the fourth-winningest coach in Ohio Valley history behind Reno Saccoccia, Jay
Circosta and the fellow Hall of Famer George Strager with a 35-year record of 235-134-2, He wound up only 35
wins off of the all-time West Virginia state record for football coaching victories (267).

His first head coaching stint came at old Yorkville High where he spent three years {1968-70), guiding the
Ductillites to an unbeaten season in 1970.

He then assumed the head coaching position ns Wheeling Central (1971-80), and moved on to Wheeling Park for
six seasons (1981-86). From there, it was back to his alma mater for a second stint, this time guiding the Maroon
Knights from 1987-2004.

He coached teams to seven Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championships (1974, 1976, 1978, 1979, 1990, 2000
and 2004) and four West Virginia state title. The Maroon Knights were Class AA state champs at the first “Super
Six” event in Charleston in 1979 and they won the Class A crown in 2000, 2002 and 2004. The 2000 team set a
school record for wins (13-1).

a s He also coached the West Virginia squad four times in the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic.
Jim Thomas Thomas was voted the West Virginia All-Sport “Coach of the Year” for 2004-05 and the OVAC All-Sport *Coach
of the Year” in both 1980 and 2003. He was also The Intelligencer’s “Coach of the Yea:” in 1979 and the Upper
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan “Man of the Year” in 2001.
He eamed his bachelor’s degree from West Liberty State College and a master's degree from West Virginia University,
Thomas passed away in 2005 at the age of 60.

John Howell

John Howell (Lancaster Fairfield Union High School, Class of 1967). When it comes to high school basketball B
officials, Howell is among the most recognized individuals throughout the Ohio Valley. After all, during a 38-year
officiating career, he worked in practically every gymnasium out there.

Howell became & member of the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball Officials in 1972, He served as §
secretary of the board for 14 years; as a training class instructor for 14 years; as rules interpreter for 16 years and
assigned junior varsity officials for 14 years.

He served as the OVAC's Assistant Basketball Commissioner from 1983-94 and became the Basketball
Commissioner in 1995, a role he still has today.

Howell worked his first varsily basketball game in 1974 (Paden City vs. St. Marys) and his finol appearance on
the hardwood came March 11, 2009 in & West Virginia Class AA Regional game at Phillip Barbour High School.

Howell worked a total of 27 state tournaments: 14 Ohio boys (1987, ‘88, 90, 92,94, °95, ‘06, ‘08, ‘89, 2000,
‘02, ‘04, ‘06,” 08); 5 Ohio girls (90, 91, 63, 01, 03); 6 West Virginia boys (88, 91, 94, 97, 99, 03); and 2 West
Virginia girls (83, 89). He also worked a total of 75 regional tournament games over the years.

In 1993, Howell worked a W, Va. boys’ state semifinal game in Charleston with Mike Coyne in moming and
then and Ohio girls’ semifinal game in Columbus with Roger Levi later same day. He officiated the first three- John Howell
man championship boys’ gume in Ohio in 1996 and the first 3-man championship boys’ game in W, Va, in 1997, :

Howell received a host of awards over the years, including NFIOA (National Federation of Interscholastic Officials Association) Official of the
Year in West Virginia in 1992 and in Ohio in 1997; Ohio District 5 Official of the Year in 1991. Ohio District 12 Official of the Year in 1992; West
Virginia Official of the Year in 1994 and was the 2013 recipient of the OVAC’s Robert Dawson Officials’ Award. He was inducted into the OHSAA
Officiels Hall of Fame in 2003.

In addition to basketball, Howell has worked as a track official since 1972, serving in various capacities over the years at OVAC meets as well as
at the Bellaire Relays and Shadyside Relays, and he has handled the position of clerk at those meets for the last 15 years.

While not an on-field official in football, Howell served as the OVAC's Assistant Football Commissioner under Hall of Famer Evan Reese from 1983-94.,
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Don Zinni

Don Zinni (Yorkville High School, Class of 1954). He began his officiating career in 1970 as a member of the
Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, remaining active until 1991,

He officiated at the district, regional and state level in the WVSSAC playoffs from 1975-90, working the 1977
Class AAA Sinte Championship Game; and he worked games at the regional and state semifinal level in the
OHSAA during that same time span.

Zinni officiated the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic four times (three as referee and one
as back judge) and worked the QHSFCA North-South All-Star Classic in Massillon in 1982,

A member of the OHSAA Football Advisory Committee for four years and a Past President and Rules Interpreter
of the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials, Zinni became OVAC Football Commissioner in 1995 and held that
position until retiring in 2012 as the longest-tenured individual to serve in that capaciry..

While serving as OVAC Football Commissioner, the affable Zinni expanded officiating crews from four men to
five; expanded the officiating base to include several arens on both sides of the river including Wheeling, Weirton-
Steubenville, Mason-Dixon, Parkersburg-Marietta, Columbiana County, Cambridge-Zanesville and Columbus; e
established rating of crews by coaches during the season and by the Commissioner afier the season; served as a . s
clearinghouse for schools seeking opponents for schedule openings; and assigned officials to the Rudy Mumley Don Zinni
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic by position rating.

Zinni also spent several years in the coaching ranks. He first served as junior high and freshman basketball coach from 1958-65; wis nn assistant
football coach at Yorkville High from 1959-65; was the head coach at Yorkville from 1963-70; and then was the high school principal from 1970-72.

He is also 8 member of the OVAC Haull of Fane Committee.

As a high school athlete, Zinni was a four-year letterman in baseball, a two-year letterman in football and a one-year letterman in basketball at

Yorkville.
Harry (Moo) Moore

Harry (Moo) Moore (Moundsville High School, Class of 1948). The 6-foot-2 forward set school
career scoring records which lasted 1B years until broken in 1966 by OVAC Hall of Famer Bob
Hummell. He scored 1,700 career points in four seasons and he also set the all-time Trojan single-game
record of 54 points, including 25 goals, in a 101-17 rout of Cameron.

He earned first team, one-class All-State as a senior and was twice a first team All-OVAC largest Class
AA honoree. He also was the first state High School Player of the Year honoree in selections made from
1948-60 by the Tri-State Independent Tournament held in Sistersville.
| Moore led the Trojans to records of 15-2 in 1948 and 19-3 in 1946 when the team advanced to the

W.Va. region finals.

He earned a scholarship to West Virginia University where he played on three varsity teams with a
combined 60-20 record, including a Southern Conference regular season and tournament championship.
Moore's 84 percent career free throw percentage ranks No. 2 all-time at WVU. He averaged 12.8 points
a game as a senior and was selected honorable mention All-America,

He also was chosen in the sixth round of the 1952 NBA Draft by the Syracuse Nationals. He served in
the Army infantry from 1953-55 and was selected to play in the 1954 armed forces Pan-American Games in Mexico and Internationat
Games in Germany. In 2007, he was inducted into the West Virginia University Sports Hall of Fame.

Moore, who retired in 1995 from the oil industry, resides in Moundsville.

Harry Moore

Ron (Cy) Godfrey

Ron (Cy) Gedfrey (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1956). The 6-foot-5 stringbean set school
scoring records which remain on the books for more than 50 years. He shattered Purple Rider career,
season and single game marks set in 1944 by legendary OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Groza. His records
include current standards of 1,300 career points, a 32.4 point per game norm as a senior, and twice scor-
ing 51 points in a game against Wheeling and Benwood Union. The single-game mark has been tied,
the others unbroken. He earned All-Ohio and All-OVAC honors in 1956 at the Purple Riders went 18-6
with sectional and district titles before bowing to Canton McKinley, 57-54, in regional play.

He earned a scholarship to the University of Miami, where he scored 1,384 career points as the
Hurricanes went 61-18 in his three varsity seasons. The 1960 NCAA Toumament team went 23-4 and
the 1961 NIT Tournament squad ended 20-7 as Godfrey earned honorable mention All-America.

He later served as head coach for four seasons of the Hurricanes before resigning in 1971. His prize
protégé was future Baskeiball Hall of Famer Rick Barry. Godfrey has been inducted into the University ‘Cy’ Godfrey
of Miami Sports Hall of Fame and the Atlantic Coast Conference Legends Class of 2012 although he
never played an ACC game. Miami is currently a member of the ACC.

Godfrey resides in Coral Springs, Fla.
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Ken Vargo

Ken Vargo (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1952). A three-sport, four-year Purple Rider athlete
who was team captain in football and basketball as a senior and a track team member. A 6-foot, 184-
pound center-linebacker in football, he earned first team Associated Press All-Ohio defense as a senior
and was selected captain of the All-OVAC and All-Valley “Big School” honor rolls, The 1951 All-Valley
selections were the first ones selecting Big and Small School teams. Vargo, a 48-minute player, also was
a two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection at center,

He eamed a scholarship to Ohio State University where he became a three-year regular at center and
Buckeye co-captain as a senior when he earned first team All-Big Ten Conference with two teammates
in the College Football Hall of Fame - Heisman Trophy winner Howard (Hopalong) Cassaday and
Cutland Trophy winner Fim Parker. Vargo played in the 1956 Hula Bowl.

As a junior, he was a regular on a 10-0 record team which won the Rose Bowl, 20-7, over USC and -
was named the AP National Champions. Ken Vargo

Vargo was drafted in the ninth round by the Chicago Bears of the National Football League, but opted
{to play in Canada with the Ottawa Rough Riders where he was Canadian Football League All-Star linebacker in his 1956 rookie
season.

After his playing career, he remained in Canada and resides in Ottawa.

Jim Brown

Jim Brown (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1961). A two-sport Purple Rider standout, he is the
first OVAC athlete honored primarily for golf. In the OVAC all-class tournament, he improved each
year to place fourth, third, second and first his four years. He also won three OVAC Ohio-side titles.
He won three Ohio district crowns after placing second as a freshman. In the Ohio state tournament, he
improved each season - 11th, 8th, 6th and 4th as a senior. His career match record was 43~4, including
13-1 as a senior after marks of 9-2, 11-0 and 10-1. He was medalist in 39 of 47 career matches.

In basketball, the 5-foot-11 guard was a two-time All-OVAC Class AAA choice, twice All-Eastern
Chio (co-captain as senior) and All-Ohio second and third team in two wire service selections. He was
co-captain in the Ohio Norrth-South All-Star Game.

He earned a scholarship to play golf and basketball at Ohio State and became OSU’s No.1 golfer, and
senior team captain, and a three-year varsity basketball letterman.

After six years coaching at Rollins College in Florida and Kent State, he returned in 1973 to become

Ohio State’s ninth golf coach. He remained for 36 seasons as the longest tenured coach in any sport at
OS1J. His teams won 17 Big Ten titles and the 1979 NCAA championship among 11 NCAA Top 10 finishes and 31 appearances.
A three-time Big Ten Coach of the Year, he won national honors in 1979 and 1986. He has been inducted into the Goif Coaches of
America Hall of Fame and the Ohio State Athletics Hall of Fame. Brown splits retirement time between Columbus and Florida.

Jim Brown

Larry Marmie

Larry Marmie (Barmesville High School, Class of 1960).An All-Ohio quarterback for the Shamrocks,
he also earned All-OVAC honors in football and All-Eastern Chio honors in basketball and football as
a senior. He also was selected All-Valley “Small School” first team quarterback.

Playing for coach Bob (Smokey) Wion on a 7-2 record team as a senior in 1959, Marmie was selected
to the UPI All-Ohio Class AA team and played in the 1960 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star game. The 1959
Shamrocks averaged 30.4 points a game with Marmie rushing for 626 yards and passing for 566 yards
in a balanced attack.

In 1960, he walked on at Ohio State University and was a member of the freshman team before trans-
ferring for his final three years at Eastern Kentucky University. A four-year starter at quarterback, he
was team captain and MVP as a senior and set seven school records,

After five college assistant coaching jobs, he joined Arizona State as defensive coordinator in 1985 [ R
and became head corch for four years from 1988-91. After stops at Tennessee and UCLA, he joined the Larry Marmie
professional coaching ranks from 1996-2003 with the Arizona Cardinals. He then joined the St. Lowis
Rams (2004-05) and Seattle Seahawks (2006-09). Last season was his 47th year in coaching.

He currently resides in California.




OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2013 @
Rhonda Noble

Rhonda Noble (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1979). She was one of the first three-sport female athletes
in Ohio Valley annals. She was also one of the best.

Noble not only starred in volleyball, basketball and softball for the Lady Red Devils, but she was also just as
impressive in the realm of academics. Noble’s many talents helped elevate the Lady Red Devils to team success.

As a senjor, she led St. C.’s volleyball team to the regional tournament. It was a milestone achievement as it
marked the first time an Eastern Ohio team ever advanced to the Sweet 16. The Lady Red Devils were also crowned
OVAC champions that scason. Noble was voted the team's most valuable player that campaign, an honor she also
landed as a sophomore, As dominating as she was in volleyball, Noble may have been even more-so in basketball.
In leading St. C. to the OVAC championship her senior campaign, Noble landed every conceivable honor. She was
voted, alEDVAC, all-District, all-Valley and all-Ohio. She was named the team’s MVP and was chosen to play in
the OVAC All-Star Game. In softball, she was a three-year letterwinner and was again named MVP as a senior,

Her St. C. career featured 10 athletic letters and being voted the school’s female athlete of the year for 1978-79.
She was also a member of the St. Clairsville National Honor Society. She was inducted into the St. Clairsville High
School Athletic Hall of Fame in 2008. Rhonda Noble

After receiving her 5t. C. diploma, Noble went from one hilltop to another. She chose West Liberty State College
to continue her athletic and academic pursuit and she was a rare three-sport performer in college. She was an impact performer early on for the Lady
Hilltoppers® volleyball program. She was named all-WVIAC as a sophomore, junior and senior. She helped lead WLSC to the conference crown in
1981. All-conference honors and Noble became synonymous. She earned all-WVIAC plaudits in basketball as a senior and as a jurior and senior
in softball. She was inducted into the West Liberty University Hall of Fame in 2000.

She returned ns West Liberty's head volleyball coach from 1986-1995. During that tenure, she was twice (1987 & 1981} voted WVIAC Volleyball
Coach of the Year. Noble is the chairperson of West Liberty’s Department of Health & Human performance in the College of Education.

Peri Powell

Peri Powell (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). She distinguished herself as a superb college softball player.
Unfortunately for Powell, her high school did not field a prep softball team.

That didn’t stop her, however, from being an exceptional athlete for the Purple Riders, lettering in three sports.

Powell still mtes as one of the finest basketball players, male or female, in Martins Ferry history.

She poured in 1,404 points in her prep career. In the process, the dynamite guard was accorded all-Ohio honors as
a junior and senior. She was also honored as OVAC Player of the Year as a senior and was captain of the All-Valley
teamn that same year,

Powell displayed her versatility by lettering four years in volleyball for the Ferrians while also lettering three years
in track and field.

Softball came to the forefront at the next level, as Powell eamed a full scholarship to the College of Steubenville. As
- | fate would have it, the college did away with the program after two years.
k| Powell remained undaunted, however. She simply took her vast softball skills to West Liberty State College. It was

i a move that paid quick, albeit, short dividends.

Powell earned first-team all WVIAC accolades in sofiball for the Lady Hilltoppers. She opted, however, to leave
Peri Powell West Liberty.
It was not the end of her collegiate exploits, as she decided to ply ber trade at Wheeling College (now Jesuit
University). She scripted a brilliant two-year career with the Lady Cardinals.

She gained all-WVIAC honors both seasons and was named conference player of the year as a senior. She batted 437 that year. Powell played in the
NAIA national tournament in San Antonio, Texas.

Powell was voted NATA All-American, the first Lady Cardinal athlete to ever guin that distinction. Wheeling College retired her softball jersey in 1987,

After her playing days, Powell distinguished herself in the coaching ranks. She served as Wheeling College head softball coach for two years, being
named the WVIAC Coach of the Year, only to have the college discontinue the program. Powell currently serves as assistant softball coach at Martins Ferry,

Mark Emmerling

Mark Emmerling (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1989), Wrestling and Emmerling nre synonymous.

He is the unquestioned greatest grappler the Columbiana County-based school has ever produced. Moreover, he
is one of the most successful in Ohio Valley Athletic Conference annnls.

Emmerling reached rarified air in January of 1989. That is when the talented and gritty Potter became only the
second wrestler to win four OVAC mat championships, the other being legendary Hall of Famer Bobby Douglas.

Emmerling established an East Liverpool school record, chalking up 135 career wrestling victories. He also
owns Potter school records for most high school tournament places (24}, most pins (100) and most dual-match
victories (92), '

His fourth OVAC Tournament title also brought him the coveted David Bierkorite Award, emblematic as the
tourney’s MVP.

Emmerling captured three sectional championships, three district crowns ond a regional crown. His state tourna-
ment hopes were dashed by injuries as a junior and senior. _

His mat success was widely embraced by the East Liverpool community. He received the Lou Venditti Award |. .
as the school outstanding wrestler while also being honored by the city's mayor with “Mark Emmerling Day” on .
Feb. 6, 1989. Mark Emmerling

His prep prowess led him to West Virginia University where he eamed two mat letters for the Mountaineers.

He also performed well in cross country, earning four letters for the Potiers, and excelled in the classroom, being inducted in the school’s National
Honor Society.

Emmcrlingt,ywho previously served as Beaver Local’s head wrestling coach, is currently a teacher and assistant mat coach with the Beavers.
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@ OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2013
Blaine Rose

Blaine Rose (Stanton High School, Class of 1984). In its heyday, Stanton boasted some of the premier athleies
in the Ohio Valley, but none were better than Rose. He was a three-sport standout, who possessed decathlete-like
talents in track while also skilled enough to earn a Division 1 football scholarship.

Rose could virtually do it all, whether on the gridiron, basketball court or in the track arena. When the dust settled
on his success-laden prep career, Rose opted to continue his athletic and academic career at the University of
Maryland, where he enjoyed a superb football career.

The 6 ft. 5, 210-pounder was Stanton’s only three-sports all-Valley first-team selection. He was also selected by
The Intelligencer as the 1983-84 Ohio Valley All-Sports athlete of the year,

Rose was a three-year starter in football, starring as a tight end and defensive end. He was selected as captain of
the all-Valley Small School team as a senior, a season in which he collected more than 100 tackles and caught 23
passes for four touchdowns in o ground-oriented offense. - -

Rose used his great size and athleticism to sparkle in basketball, finishing his career with 1,052 points. He was P N PR
accorded first-team all-OVAC and all-valley plaudits while being named third-tenm all-Ohio. He averaged 18.1. "
points and 14.9 rebounds that campaign as Stanton finished with a sparkling 17-4 mark. Blaine Rose

Rose eamed the mare distinction of being a three-year all-Valley track selection. He excelled as a discus thrower,
pole vaulter, high jumper while lending his speed to Red Raiders’ relay teams. He was a 13~foot pole vaulter which was remarkable for his size
while also tossing the discus 145 feet, winning multiple OVAC titles in those events.

After picking up his Stanton diploma, Rose matriculated to Maryland, lettering four years for the Terrapins, He was the hackup tight end his first two
years before landing the stasting spot as a junior. By the time he was & senior, Rose had blossomed into a 6 ft. 5, 260-pounder which resulfed him moving
fo a starting guard slot. The move paid dividends as it earmed him entry into the NFL.. He was on the New England Putriots’ taxi squad in 1950 and the
Miami Dolphins’ taxi squad in 1991. Rose’s pro footbail days ended in 1992 when he played for the Orlando Thunder of the World Football League.

Sylvia Crawley

Sylvia Crawley (Steubenville High School, Class of 1990), Utilizing her 6 ft. 4 frame, there wasn’t much this Big
Red product couldn’t do oo a basketball floor,

Playing primarily at center, Crawley developed into ore of the best post players Steubenville and the Chio Valley
has ever seen. A three-year letterwinner, Crawley enjoyed her finest campaign as a senior when she averaged 17.9
points a game and led the Ohio Valley with 19.4 rebounds and an astounding 7.3 blocked shots. Crawley, who also
lettered in track and feld, ended her prep career with 978 points, 966 rebounds and 358 blocked shots,

For her efforts, Crawley was twice named to the all-OVAC Class AAA first team and she captained the Ohio-side
. all-Valley squad as a senjor after earning second team honors as a junior.
| While scoring, rebounding and blocking shots at will, the recruiting picked up steam for Crawley, who received offers
from North Carolina State, Indiana, Texas A&M, Minnesota and numerous others, but she settled on the University of
{ North Carolina, For the Tar Heels, Crawley scored 1,158 points, grabbed 582 rebounds and blocked 123 shois, while
| starting 101 career games. Her crowning achievement, however, came as a senior when she was named team captain
" and helped lead UNC o a 33-2 record and the NCAA National Championship. Crawley averaged 13.6 points and 5.2

Sylwa Crawley rebounds per game that season. Crawley was named ACC Defensive Player of the Year three times. She was an alternate
for the U.S. Olympic Team in 1996 and played on the national team for the 1559 U.S. Pan-Am Games and in the World
University Games. North Carolina retired Crawley’s number (00) and it’s just one of 11 jerseys to hang from the rafters in Carmichsel Arena.

Crawley’s hoop career continued professionally. She played 12 seasons in 16 different countries. She played in the now defunct ABL for five years and
then after playing in Europe, she played three sensons in the WNBA. During her time with the Portland Power in the ABL, Crawley won a slam dunk contest
with a blind-folded dunk. After be playing career, Cmwley got into coaching. She served as an assistant at UNC and Fordham before being hired as the head
coach at Ohio University. She held that post for two seasons and then accepted the Boston College job, resigning in March of 2012 citing health reasons.

Ben Taylor

Ben Taylor (Bellaire High School, Class of 1997). There's tough and then there's the way this Big Reds' all-
Ohioan played throughout his career.

1t didn"t matter what side of the ball, Taylor was heavily involved in the success of the Big Reds’ football program
in the mid 1990s. During Taylor’s career, in which he earned three letters, the Big Reds compiled a 35-3 record.

Two of those three losses came in the Ohio Division IV State Championship Game . During those seasons, Taylor
saw time at linebacker, safety and wide receiver for Coach John Magistro’s squad. Taylor, who was a first team
all-Ohioan and a “Mr. Football” finalists as a senior, finished his career with 348 tackles und 12 interceptions on
defense. He was also a mainstay in the passing game, catching 130 passes for 1,679 yards and 12 touchdowns in
his career. He was also an outstanding punter, He also owns the Bellaire single-season record for receptions in a @
season (70) and career. His career tackle number ranks third in Bellaire history and his 192 tackles in a season
ranks second. His receiving yardage is fourth. Taylor was chosen for the Ohio North-South All-Star Game and was o _ :
chosen as a team captain. He also took part in the OVAC All-Star Game and capiained that squad. : - ; e

He landed a scholarship at Virginia Tech and shined for four years, The Hokies were 39-9 during Taylor’s career Ben Taylor
in Blacksburg. En route to being named & semifinalist for the Butkus Award, which goes to the nation’s premier
collegiate linebacker, Taylor recorded 318 tackles and seven career sacks. He was twice named all-American and all-Big East. After finishing the
regular season undefeated in 1999, Taylor and the Hokies (who had Michael Vick at quarterback) played in the Sugar Bowl for the BCS National
Championship against Florida State. The Hokies lost, 46-29. Taylor was chosen for the East-West Shrine Game after the 2001 season. He was then
drafied in 2002 by the Cleveland Browns in the fourth round. He spent four seasons at linebacker with the Browns and then signed with the Green
Bay Packers in 2006, but injuries ended his professional playing career. All told, he recorded 218 career tackles in the NFL and had one interception.

Along with Taylor’s football abilities, be was a member of two OVAC Championship basketball teams coached by OVAC Hall of Famer Gene
Ammirante. The 1997 Big Reds’ hoop squad won the district title. Taylor also played baseball early in his prep career and then ran track as a sprinter.

Taylor was inducted to the Bellaire High School Hall of Fame in 2003,
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2013 @
Bethany Piccolini

Bethany Piccolini (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 2001). It didn’t matter the sport, this Lady Red Devils’ product
shined. A mainstay in basketbal! and a state champion in track and field, it was in volleyball where Piccolini really left
her mark on the Lady Red Devils' athletic

Piccolini was a four-year letterwinner for the Ln.dy Red Devils, eaming the team’s Most Valuable Player honor both as
a junior and senior. Leading the Lady Devils in nearly every statistical category, Piccolini was named first-team all-Ohio
as a senior. On top of the honor, Piccolini was pamed the District 12 Player of the Year and was a first team all-OVAC
selection. She also captained the inangural all-Times Feader team as a senior, As a junior, Piccolini eamed first-team
District 12, all-OVAC first team and honorable mention all-Ohio.

Her prowess in volleyball eamed her a scholarship to Eastern Michigan University where she was a four-year letterwin-
rier. She ranks 13th in EMU career mnkings in both kills and attempts and is eighth in block assists. Her hitting percentage §
of 778 ranks third and she once had 10 blocks in a match, which is tied for 11th.

In track, Piccolini utilized her jumping ability as a high and long jumper. She won the Division H state title in both N
events. She was a long jump champion as a junior and finished second that season in the high jump. Piccolini's all-time ., .
best high jump of 5 ft. 9 is still the Division II, Region 7 record as well as the best-ever in the Ohio Valley, As a senior, Bethany Piccolini
Piccolini brought bome the state gold in the high jump, clearing 5 ft. 7. Her mark of 18 ft. 1/2 in., which ranks third
all-time in the Ohio Valley, was good enough for third place. She also qualified to the state meet in the 400 once and mn on sprint relays for the Lady Red
Devils that also qualified for the state meet. Piccolini was also a five-time OVAC champion.

She was chosen to take part in the prestigious Midwest Meet of Champions, placing second in the longjuugufourﬂlm the high jump and sixth in the 400,

While at EMU, Piccolini joined the Eaples’ track team and finished fifth in the Mid-American Conference Outdoor Championship Meet in the high jump.

On the basketball court, Piccolini scored more than 1,000 points in ber career and earmed first-team all-Ohio as a senior when shie scored 18 points # game.
She was first-team all-OVAC as a senior and she was also chosen for the OVAC All-Star Game, While eaming four letters, she was twice named team MVP,

Piccolini graduated from Eastern Michigan in 2006 with a degres in Sports Medicine-Exercise Science. She then eamed a doctorate of Physical Therapy

from Wheeling Jesuit University in 2008.
Jedidiah Stephen

Jedidiah Stephen (Shenandoah High School, Class of 2002). There isn't a sport you can name that this former Zep
didn’t shine in during his high school career. While eaming all-Ohio in foothall and basketball, it was on the baseball
diamond where Stephen experienced his greatest success.

A four-year starter for the Zeps, Stephen was one of the finest hitters the Ohio Valley has ever seen. He led the Zeps in
hitting as a senior at 541, which still stands as the school’s all-time best. For his career, Stephen batted 475, He also had
significant pop in his bat as evidenced by the 12 home runs he hit as a senior, which mnked second in Chio that season,

Stephen made an impact early in his baseball career, leading the Zeps in home runs (6) and averge (474) as a fresh-
man. He was named to the all-Eastern District team three times and eamed first-team all-Ohio as a senior. Along with
that, he was named all-OVAC and all-PVC numerous times during his career. As a senjor, be was named OVAC Class
AAA Player of the Year and was chosen for the Mizuno All-Star Team. He was a four-time recipient of the “Golden Bat
Award.”

Stephen signed a baseball scholarship with The Ohio State University and made an instant impact. A four-year letter-

: man, he started 195 games at third base and shoristop and batted 286 for his career. He had 135 hits, 18 home runs, 95
Jedld.lah St h RBI, scored 83 runs and drew 40 walks. A multiple-time all-Academic Big Ten selection, he was named second team
eplien ) conference as a senior. He had a bricf stint as a professional, He was drafted in the eighth round of the Major League

Baseball Draft by the Baltimore Orioles.

Before setiling strictly on baseball, Stephen was a four-year letterman in football. An outstanding punter and defensive back, Stephen had a brilliant senior
season at quarterback, earning first-team all-Ohio, all-OVAC, all-PVC and an invitation to both the North-South and OVAC All-Star Games, He finished
his prep career with 4,110 yards and 42 touchdowns passing. He ran for 1,992 yards and 32 touchdowns. On the defensive side, he picked off 19 passes.

On the basketball court, Stephen helped guide the Zeps to a 50-17 record during his career. He filled it up for 25 gmms a game as a senior and finished
his career with 1,278 points. He scored 549 of those during his final campaign, including o single-game high of 55. Stephen was a first-team all-Ohioan as
a senior and eamned Chio Division II State Player of the Year honors to go along with Eastern District Player of the Year, sll-OVAC and all-PVC. He was
also the Eastern District nominee for “Mr. Basketball” and took patt in both the North-Sonth and OVAC All-Star Games.

Football Ohio Valley Athletic Conference

Volleyball Boys’ Swimming
Boys’ Cross Country Girls’ Swimming
Girls’ Cross Country - Cheerleading
Girls’ Tennis Wrestling

Golf Baseball

Baoys’ Soccer Softball

Girls’ Soccer Boys’ Track
Boys’ Basketball Girls’ Track
Girls’ Basketball Boys’ Tennis
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Russell ‘Tuss’
Edwards

history, He finished his four-year high school career with 1,271 points, which still ranks fifth on the all-time Bobcat scoring charts.

In his senior season, Behen rewrote school and Ohio Valley records by scoring 68 points agninst Woodsfield. The mark remains as the Bobcats’ single-game
school record and was the standard for Ohio Valley schools until Yorkville's Ken Alessi, a charier member of the OVAC Hall of Fame, broke the record with 70
points in 1949 versus Shadyside.

Behen wound up with 454 points as a senjor while leading the Bobeats to a second straight 18-2 record.

AS a junior, he scored 386 points. His sophomore total for a 10-10 record team was 302 points. He started his career as o freshman with 129 peints for a 16-2
record squad. During his foar-year career, the Bobeats posted a combined 62-16 record. .

Behen ployed one season at West Virginia University, lettering as a freshman forward and scoring 123 points for an 8.2 per game avernge.

In 2007, Cambridge High School retired Behen's jersey number 18,

Ken Cumungham (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1961), A three-sport Potfer athlete, he eamed All-Ohic honors in basketball and football and
was the Ohio High School Basketball Player of the Year selection for 1960-61 by The Associated Press, the onfy Potter ever accorded the honor. He also was
selected to the Scholastic Coach All-American team. - .

During his prep career, Cunningham became the Potiers’ all-time leading scorer in baskethall, including a school-record 41 points in a game while scoring 439
season points for a 24-point per game avernge, He also led the Potiers in scoring as a sophomore and junior.

In footbal!, he was a quarterback-defensive back and earned All-Ohio and team Most Valunble Player honors in 1960 while also being honored on the All-Enstern
Ohio and All-County selections. He also played three baseball seasons for the Potiers.

He neeepted a basketball scholarship to the 1961 NCAA national champion University of Cincinnati and the Bearcats repeated ns titlist in 1962 when he was a
freshman. As a sophomore on the varsity, Cincinnati went 26-2 and finished as NCAA runner-up to Loyola-Chicago,

Cunningham Jed the Bearcais in assists as a junior and the three-year letterrean was elected team captain as o senior.

He later returned to Cincinnati as an assistant coach and was head coach at Akron University for three seasons before leaving the coaching ranks. He currently
resides in Stow, Ohio.

Russell “Tuss’ Edwards (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1923). He was an honored, record-setting Purple Rider athlete who served as team
captain of football, basketball and baseball as a senior. He was an All-Valley halfback as a senior after two years as an All-Valley end. In his senior season, he
set record which was listed as an Ohio Valley record for several years. He scored 56 points on eight touchdowns plus eight conversion kicks in an 31-0 blunking
of Coshocton.

Edwards enrollod at Washington & Jefferson College, then a “major college” football power under coach John Heisman, for whom the Heisman Trophy is
named. He played his final three years as a regular end for coaches Allie Miller and Andy Kerr. As a senior, he was All-East and earned some second team All-
America honors.

Affier rejecting an offer to play pro football with the Philadelphia Yellow Jackets, he retuned to the Ohio Valley to coach high school ot Adena, Warwood and
Linsly. At Adena, his 1927 football team went 10-0, the girls’ basketball team was 18-0 and the boys® hoop team bad u winning season. He coached OVAC Legends
honoree Jim (Monk) Moscrip, & Stanford University All-American who started in three Rose Bowls, at Adena. His 1930 Linsly boys’ baskethall team took a 21-0
record to Chicago to compete in the National Scholastic Basketball Tournament. The Cadets won two games before bowing in the quarterfinals,

He helped found the Wheeling Midget Baseball League in 1950 and served as president from 1953-68. He was named Wheeling Jaycees' Cifizen of the Year in
1956. In 1984, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Bob H, ugh (Scio High School, Class of 1950). The most honored athlete in Scio High history, he set school and Harrison County baskethall scoring records
which renain six decades later. He was the second Eastern Ohio athlete to twice earn first team, five-player Associated Press All-Ohio Class B honors (the first was
one year earlier by OVAC charter Hall of Famer Ken Alessi of Yorkville). He was the second-leading Ohio Cluss B scorer both his junior and senior years. He scored
744 points in 30 games as a junior, second best in Ohio o Alessi. Hugh scored 1,386 points in 55 games for an average of 25 poinis during his last two seasons,

The 6-foot-3 forward scored a school, and current Harrison County, record 60 points in a 96-50 win over New Athens. He also scored 50 in an earlier 95-36
rout of New Athens.

In his senior season, he led the Panthers to their best-ever season of 24-1. Scio won its first 24 games, and the Herrison County and sectional tournaments, before
bowing to Strasburg in the district. In his four seasons on the varsity, Scio went 88-13 with records of 24-1, 264 and u regional tourney berth, 22-5 and 16-3.

Hugh also played on the Scio six-man football team which went unbeaten (9-0) in 1949 and 8-0 in 1947. The four-year record was 26-5-1.

He played freshman basketball ot Chio University.

Joel Jones (Weirton Dunbar High School, Class of 1954). The first graduate of a segregated high schoo! to be honored by the OVAC, he was & three-season
football standout for the Raidets before competing in the Big Ten Conference as 8 member of o nationally-ranked Michigan State University team.

At Dunbar, the 5-foot-1, 215-pound Jones was a fullback for Coach Tim Wares from 1950-53 and served as captain of the once-beaten 1953 teams which defeated
the other Ohio Valley segregnted school, Lincoln of Wheeling, twice by 28-6 and 19-0. He was the team’s leading scorer und ground-gainer his last two seagsons
and was a multiple-year all-star.

In nn era when many college athletic tenms were segregated, his mlents were noticed by scouts from Penn State, Indiann and West Virginia State, then a national
contender in the black college mnks. He enrolled on his own at Michigan State and walked on to the football team. In his four seusons at the school, the Spartans
played in two Rose Bowl games including the 17-14 win over UCLA on Jan. 1, 1956 with Jones ot defensive end. He lettered two seasons and played guard and
tackle in the fall of 1956 when he camed some all-star recognition.

The Spartans were 9-1 in 1955 and 7-2 in 1956 with Jones in the lineup.

After college, he remained in Michigan, where he currenily resides, as a high schoal educaior and was a counselor at Henry Ford High School in Detroit.

50




MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR
OVAC HALL OF FAME |

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals
Winst/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport.

Baseball: 250 wins
Basketball: 250 wins
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles
Football; 125 winss

Golf: 5 OVAC titles

Soccer: 125 wins

Softhall: 250 wins
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles
Tennis: 5 OVAC {itles

Track: 5 OVAC titles
Volleyball: 250 wins
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
25 years of service

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA:
Can be inducted anytime
25 years of service
Contributions to the OVAC

4, MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY:
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.
Open-ended

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS:
Includes people who have financially backed Conierence as well as people who have been
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories
Open-ended

6. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES:
Must be out of school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

SOCCER: Multiple First Team AllFOVAC and/or All-State honors
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
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Dan Abramowicz (Class of 2012)
Ken Alessi (Class of 2004)

Gene Ammirante {Class of 2012)
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009)

Sam Andy (Class of 2007)

Wendy Baker (Class of 2006)
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011)
Frank Baxter {Class of 2010)

Tom *Bear’ Bechtel (Class of 2012)
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007)
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010)
Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Class of 2006)
Rick Boron (Class of 2011)

David Bosley (Class of 2009)

Less Browne (Class of 2010)

Fred Bruney {Class of 2010)

Ed Buorgy (Class of 2006)

Bob Burton (Class of 2(05)

Burdell ‘Jimumy’ Carey (Class of 2012)
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007)

. Mark Cisar (Class of 2008)

Willie Clay (Class of 2011)

Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011)
Marty Coyne (Class of 2(09)

John Craig (Class of 2008)

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008)

Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009)
Bill Davies (Class of 2010)

Dee Davis (Class of 2005)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007)

Mike Dawson (Class of 2009)

C.R. ‘Dick’ Pei (Class of 2011)
Rick Del.uca (Class of 2010)
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011)
Charles ‘Red’ Donley (Class of 2012)
Doug Donley (Class of 2004)
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004)
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008)
Larry Duck (Class of 2010)
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009)
Amber Ellison (Class of 2612)
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007)

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Class of 2005)
Don Fleming (Class of 2007)

Gene Ford (Class of 2(09)

Geno Ford (Class of 2004)

Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2604)

Bob Gain (Class of 2006)

Joey Galloway (Class of 20M5)
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004)

Maftt Gaudio (Class of 2005)

Cal Giffin (Class of 2006)

Chester Grossi (Class of 2005)
Alex Groza (Class of 2005)
Richard “Lefty” Hall (Class of 2006)

- OVAC Hall of Fame

Gallery of Previous Inductees

John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (Class of 2010)
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010)
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009)

Miich Hannahs (Class of 2004)
T.J. Hannig (Class of 2011)

John Havlicek (Class of 2004)
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008)

Art Hehr (Class of 2012)

Walter Heil (Class of 2005)

Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007)
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004)
Kenny Howell (Class of 2012
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005)
Doug Huft (Class of 2005)

Bob Hummell (Class of 2006)
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2007)
Baob Jeter (Class of 2011)

Bill Jobko (Class of 2009)

Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010)
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007)
Eudie Joseph (Class of 2012)

Tom Keane (Class of 2008)
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009)
Dick Kerwood (Class of 2012)
Bob Kettlewell (Class of 2008)
John Kirker (Class of 2011)
George Kovalick (Class of 2004)
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008)
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007)

Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008)

Ear] Klevins {Class of 2007)
Henry "Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009)
John Leon (Class of 2007)

Joe Maroon (Class of 2012)
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011)

Ron Mauck (Class of 2006)

Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004)

Bo McConnaughy {Class of 2007)
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011)
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005)

Craig Miller (Class of 2011)

Dick Miller (Class of 2005)

Pat Miller (Class of 2011)

Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009)
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009)

Nick Muomley (Class of 2008)
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004)
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004)
Boyd Nelson {Class of 2006)

Joe Niekro (Class of 2010)

Phil Niekro (Class of 2006)

Bill Paolisso (Class of 2009)

Lee Patrone (Class of 2006)
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2(04)
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008)

Joe Pettini (Class of 2008).. .
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011).
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004)

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Class of 2004)
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006)
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007)
John Reger (Class of 2007)

Evan Reese (Class of 2004)

Bob Rieves (Class of 2(08)

Kyle Rose (Class of 2010)

Larry Shaw (Class of 2011)

Mike Sherwood (Class of 2605)
Bruee Smith (Class of 20006)

Jefl Snedepar (Class of 2(06)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)

John Sorrenti (Class of 2009)

Tim Spencer (Class of 2004)

Gary Sprague (Class of 2012)
Chris Starr (Class of 2012)

John Stephenson (Class of 2010)
Jimmy Stewart {Class of 2008)
George Strager (Class of 2005)
Dron Sutherin (Class of 2010)
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006)
Doug Swearingen (Class of 2(G12)
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010)
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005)

Bill Tonini (Class of 2012)

Bill Thomas (Class of 2008)

Mark Thompson (Class of 2009)
Richard ‘Dick’ Thumes (Class of 2011)
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005)
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004)
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011)
Shawn Vincent (Class of 2012)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)
Charles “Chuck® Watt (Class of 2010)
Alex Welker (Class of 2012)

Billy West (Class of 2006) .
Denver Williams (Class of 2012)
Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams(Class of 2004)
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006)
Quincy Wilson (Class of 2011)
Otis Winston (Class of 2009)

Mike Wright (Class of 2010)

Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008)
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Samuel A. Mumley (QVAC Family’)

Samuel A. Mumiey (Benwood Urion High School) served two terms — covering a
total of 32 years - as executive secretary of the Ohio Valiey Athletic Conference.
Bluring the second term which lasted until his death ia 1999, Mumley helped restmect
\he bi-state league from the brink of bankruptcy to its current standing &9 ose of the great
high sehool conferences in the entire country.

Some of the many highlights from his stewardship included: Helping to establish the
OVAC Foundation as a major fund-raising arm for the conference; Securing NCAA
certification for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Footbalk Classic; Attracting
wiajor financial sponsors 4 support all of the OVAC progmms, incliding the Banquet of
Champions, an awards dinset that honors more than 1,000 athictes each spring and
provides more tkan $20 000 annuatly in scholarships; Establishmg the all-star basketball game which was later
reparzed as the Samuel A, Mumiey OVAC All-Star Baskethall Classic,

Mumley s response to a call of duty went beyoad the OVAC as he was one of the founders of the Wheeling
Super Six Commitiee, which bas hosted the West Virginia state champlonship footbal] games at Wheeling
{sland Stadium since 1994, He also helped secure the West Virginia state soecer champlionships for the city.
Five years after his death, the freition of another one of kis deeams gecurred when an artificial grass playisg
surface was installed at Wheeling Island Stadicmn.

Although awards were never impaortant to Mursley, he was the recipient of numerows honors, The major
awards presented to him included: National Federation of Officials Outstanding Servics Award; Dapper
Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Year; and Outstanding West Virpinian.

He was a baskethall offtcial for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletic trainer and athletic director at severad
area schools, including Cameron, The Linsly School and 8¢, Clairsville. He was also a trainer at his college
alma mater, the University of Muryland, along with the Washington Redskins and Phifadeiphia Eagles.
Musmiey served on the state of Ohio Board of E:Eity. was a member of the St. Clairsville Board of Education
and a special liaisen for the Mental Retardstion BSaand and School of Hope.

George Kovalick (ovac Family”)

George E, Kovalick {Bridpe; IHigh School), recognized as the “father” of high
schoel wrestling in the Ohio Valley. Kovalick ;:reviousi{{eas been honored with  racro-
bership in numerus halls of fame, incloding those at Kent State University; the Ohio
Valley Footbafl Coaches Association; Upper (Oliio Valley Dapper Club; West Liberty
State College; Ohio Athletic Dircctors and the Ohio Weestling Hall of Fame. .

Kovalick was selected as the first recipicat (1976) of the prestigious OVAC Wrestling
Committees prestigious “Mr. Mat Aware,” an honor given azmually to an individual for
outstanding contributions to the sport of wrestling, i

Kovalick directed chamgpionship leams in football, baseball and wrestling at both the
intervollegiate and interscholastic levels during an enormously-successtul 28-year
coaching carcer. .

Among the athletes he tutored in high school or coflege were all-time Ohic Valley preats John Havlicek,
Phil ang Joe Nigkmo, and Bobby Douglas. In baseball, Kovalick coached the Hiilmmfers 1o the 1964 NAIA
basebail championship. the only natienal title ever captured by the scheol, He also bad West Virginia
Intercollepiate Athletic Confererice championship teams af West Libarty in football, wrestling and baseball.

Kovalick not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wiestling Tournament, but’ his Bridgepart
prapplers won the first seven confercoce championships, Tn 1959, Kovalick’s Bulldogs made hmﬂrf b{
oming 14e first school outside the Cleveland zrea since 1942 to win an Ohio state wiesiling title sinee]94
ta win an Ohio state wresthing title since, He coached six individual state champions, .

Kovalickis other GVAC coaching stops weee at Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973
Weir High football team was a state runner-up, losing to East Bank in the Class AAA state final. He retired
from coaching in 1975 but then served as athletic diteetor st Beliaire untif the time of his death in 1984,

He was OVAC Baseball Director for many years and also directed the conference’s mat champienskip
evens.

Along with his great coaching knowledge, Kovalick was alse recognized os o marvelous competitor,
meticttlous organizer and a man with an enotmous cepacity for work.

Bill Van Horne oMedin)
Bilf Ven Horne (Martins Ferry High School), was the gesan of Ohio Valiey sports-
° s 0 |

writers during a leg v paper carcer t ears.

Van Home was sports editor of The Times Leader for 25 years ond the Wheeling
News-Register for 28 vears, during which time he wns recognized by his peess as the
st rformational and influentizl writer in Ohio Valley history.

His work with the OVAC over the years was esacclally instrumental ix the success
of the wrestling, track and field and cross-country, Yan Home was the socund_m(i]picm
of wrostlings “Mr. Mar™ Award in 1977 and he also received the Calvin Giffin
Memurial Track Award.

His columns, “Van Home on Sports,” were masterpiece chronicles of the lives of
others. A giant in his feld and 2 role model for aspiring writers, Van Home was admi
and respected for his integrity, dedication, faimess, knowledge and compassion.

Van Horne's coverage and support for events like the Wheeting Distance Race (now The Ogden
News; ztzﬁers 20K Classie), the West Virginia Tennis Open and the (now definct) Wheeling LPGA Classic
helpes ose events reach ;{)rvmninenc.: in our arca. His backing also was a factor in the p(wu anity en?ﬁyed by
the Wheeling Ironmen, hceli:s Biues and Wheeling Thunderbisds (now the Whecl
professionat foothall, basketball and hockey tearns.

Nutsierotts awards amd honors wese hestowed on Van Horne. The Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
named him Man of the Year in 1993; he was selected as the West Visginia Spostswyiter of the Year three times;
received the Gene Mosehouse Memorial Award for contributions in s}mrtswmir{% throughout the Mountain
State; and he was inducted into numerous halls of fame. Amcmig those were the Wheeling Hadl of Fame, the
Eou Heltz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame; Ohio Baseball Hall of Farne, Minor League Pro Football Hall of
Fame and the Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis Club Hall of Fame. He served as president of the West Virginia
Sports Writers Association and was a member of the Foothalt Writers of America. Bill was the first sports-
writer from West Yirginia to be elected 1o the Football Wiiters Board of Directors, He also served as state
chazirman for the Heisman Trophy selection commiittes,

ing Naifers),

Cal Pokas (Media)

Cal Pokas (Bellaire High School) was another giant in the spons writing, profession who
cut his eye tecth under Bill Van Horne and developed into one of the arca's true newspa-
per greals in his awn dght. s

okas, who died in 2000, was employed for 40 years at The Times Leader, including
24 memorable years for Ohio Valley Si]“’“s fans as the sports editor. He also was assistant
sports editor, o courthouse and political reporier and Martins Ferry City Editor, Even after
Tits retirement, Cal continued to contribte to his newspnrer 5 SpUTLs pages with his week-
Iy “Eye on the Bucks” columa sbout Olio State foothall. Pokas also personally saw to it
that many of the so-called minor sports such as cross-country, track and volleybali,
received their share of coverage in bis ncwsﬁapen i

Pokzs was deeply interested in the OVAC throughout his career and he devoted much . i
of his spare tirme 10 serving on committees for the Budy Mamley Chari ]3 Foothall All-Star Classic, along with
compiling standings for the footbali and besketball championship saces. He also served on a media relations com-
mitiee for the bi-stale league. ) .

Pokas had a temr as president of the Obiie Prep Sports Writers Association, and was commissioner of the Ohia
Valley Baschal} League for 23 years, His interests in the commuaity went bevond the world of spors as Pokas
served on an advisory for the Saivation Army: was Belmont Couaty Chairman of the Multiple Selerosis
Assaciation; and filléd a seal on the Marting Ferry Civil Service Commidsston for 37 years nntil his deats.

Pokas' honars were numerous. In 1960 he was presented a Comnumity Service Award by Usited Press
Enternational. The Dhio Prep Sports Writers Association named him Spors Witer of the Year in 1576 and he was
given a Bistinguished Service Awand from the Ohte Association of Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches.

Cal was selceted 10 the Oine Prep Spons Writers Hail of Fame and the UP] Sports Editors Association Hall
of Fame, He afso received service awards from the Ohie Valley Golf Coaches Association, the OVAC, Ohio
Valley Footbal! Coaches Association; Ohio Baschall Hall of Fame; and he was honored to he presented (he first
Sportsmanship Fihics and Inteyrity Award fur the Fastern District {fom the OHSAA. Pokas was a “Mr. Mat®
award henoree at the OVAC Wrestling Townament, alunévwiih_ being selected for Bellaire High School's Wall
of Fame. He was named as the Honorary Referee lor the Wheeling Park Track Classic because of contributions
i Ohic Valley youth.

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Conches)

Richard L. *Dick” Potts tinished bis carcer as the Chio Valley's all-time winningest
baskethall coach with 589 career victorics.

Taducted ita the Ohio High Schooi Hatl of Fame in 1983 by the Obio High School
Baskethall Coaches Association, Potts coached a total of 40 seasons, all of which where
spent in Monroe County. He began is 195F at Bethel High School. His 1957
Hlackhawks came out of the Monroe County bills at tounament time and advanced all
the way to the Ohio Class A state finals where they lost by a single peiat. Al the time
the schoof had just 13 boys in grades nine through 12 and all but one of the male stu-
dents was o the basketball team. -

In seven yrars at Bethet, his tams won more than 20 games five times, including the 27-2 miracle team
that plaved in the state tournamerd.

When the scheol was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after the *58 campaiga, Poizs was named coach
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving on to River High in 1963, He remaiaed at the
Pilots” helm through the 1991 season.

‘The former Hannibal High Schuol athlete was named in 1981 s the recipient of the prestigious Ohio Pay)
Walker Awazd, given in memory of Jerry Lucas’ high school coach at Middletown, Ohio. Walker was the
Buckeye State™s ali-time winningest coach.

‘The navy veteran, Polts was the first OVAC coach to reach the 500-win plateau in basketbali, reaching that
goal with a win over Monroe County rival Woodsfield in 1983, -

Considered o master strategist and teacher of the game, Potts may have been at kis best during critical
situations in post-season play. His teams won seven overtime loumament games, including a nine-OT win
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play,

Jim FOti (Coaches)

Jim Foti was a basketbalt coach for 38 years and a bead football mentor for 20
seasens, He already hus been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia Sponts
Writers Association, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dap Club and fohn Carroll University's
Halls of Fame. .

Fati, a native of Jamestown, M.Y,, came to the srea in 1942 after having conched st
Erie (Pa) Prep. He coachesd basketball st Warwond, Wheeling Central Catholic and
Bellatre. Overall, Foti posted 466 \Parsiiy baskethall victories, all bur 26 coming at
OVAC schools. He coached Warwoeod High t scven West Viminia regional champi-
onships and kis 1967 Viking squaid won the state title. ke 1976, his final year as a bead
coach and the last season before the Ohin County cossolidation, Foul's Vikings N
agvanced to the state tournament semifinafs before being eliminated. The 1975 tcam played in the state
chﬂg{)imsbip zame, He hod Fve WV, Catholic title-winning teams at Wheeling Central and guided his
syuads 1o OVAC championships in three divisions. . .

In 1943, Foti had a 24-2 reeonrd wam ot Centrad, which lost by a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic
championships held at Newpoert, R.L

Foli's football coaching carver produced another 124 victories, including a 90-106-3 recond ot Wanvood,
where the Class AA schoo) was saddled with playing one of the most competitive schedules in the arca. His
1943 Wheeling Central foothall leam went 9- 1 and gained a Steel Bowl bertty, wher it Iost 4 20-19 thriller o
Rochester, Pa., at Steabenville.

;ﬁtﬂ E!::ls.n coached semi-professional hasketball for two years as he directed the Wheeling Puritans in 1947

Foti coached several umstzmdin§ athletes during his distinguished carcer. Among the Central standouts
were James “Dubic” Dailer and Willy Gompers, both of whom went on 1o play ot Notre Dame; Jack
MeConville, Alabams; Pete Schuetz, Buquesne, and Pau Schuetz, Nonthwestern. Al Wanwood he had a wle
in the development of Chuck Huwlei/, former WYL and Dallas Cowboys' great; Bob Dunlevy (WYL, and
basketball standouts Bob Ayers (YM), Blll Kennedy (Arizona State) and Greg Church (Army}.

Al

Evan Reese (Officials)

Evan Reese (Follanshee High School) served as on area high school and college
arbiter for more than 50 years. He alsa officiated fontball in the Canadian Lezgue, the
United Football Leagie and the West Yirgiaia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference,

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for bath football and baskethall officials and he
wes president of the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (WVIAC)
officials in both sports. He worked nuiterous state and conference lourmamest cham-
pionship avents throughout his long and storied carcer.

Reese also was a member of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities
Commission Advisory Board aid ke was secretary of the Eastern District Boand of
Footbal} and Basketball Officials. For many yrars, be was on the baskethall rules committes in the Eastern
District.

Tebay’s Ohia Valley officials remember Evan as someone who had a tremendous influence on up-and
coming referees.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

A. Wilson Murray (offician

A. Wikson Murroy (Wheeling High School) officiated high school basketball, foot-
ball, baseball and track for 30 years, frem 1946 through 1975, He actually began his
officiating carcer in 1942, the year after he gradoated from Wheeling High School,
Murrsy entered the service in 1942 and did not returs home unti] the after World War
11 haedd endied,

He worked numerous sectional, district, regioaul and firdlg in Ohie, West Virginia
and Pennsylvanta. He also officiated basketball fer 12 years in the Mid-American
Conference snd the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. Marmy was a
referee in the old United Football League in the days of the Wheeling fronmen
prafessional Toothall team.,

He served on the OVAC Executive Board and served for 10 years as the commissioner of the bi-state
feague’s busketbal] officialz. He later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of foothadl officials, a past
e held frem 1977 untid retising in 1985. In 1377, he was elecied reasurer of the Ohio High School Athilketic
Association's Commissioners.

Murmay cfficisted sbe West Virginia state toomements aad two WYIAC toermsments, The former City of
Wheeling Treasuser was a three-year football and baskethal§ letierman at Wheeling High School. He played
on the Wildeats' 1940 state championship basketball team.

Among the awsrds he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Mettodous Award
(197); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award for his contributions to official-
ing in the Moustam State; Honorary Life Membership in the Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball
Officials (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award (1981}, and an {pper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
Achievement Awand (1982). In 1989, he was selected its the first recipient of the Bobby Dawsot Basketball
Officials’ Award presented st the Samuel A. Memley OVAC Charity Basketball Classic.

Ken Alessi (Athlete - 19405)

Ken Alessi (Yorkville High Schoobl) was a 5-7, E35.pound baskethall guard from
194749, He stil} holds two all-time OVAC scoring reconds -~ 1,142 points in 32 games
as a senior and a career per-game point average of 31.0 for 66 gumes.

He was the first OVAC player to score 2,000 career points (2,347 afier averaging a
then-record 35.7 points 2 game and setticg a mark of 70 points, including 31 goals,
against Shadyside as a 194842 seaior. That effort prompted the nationyl exposure in
“Ripley’s Believe-It-Or-Not."

He also scored 65 points vs. Adena and 55 peints vs. Dilionvaie in back-to-back
gamses. In one pame, be converted 16 straight free throws As a junior, Alessi scored B45
points in 3{} games.

A two-time AR-OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B hoaores, he was the leading vote-petier in "49 when
he wis selected Ohlo's Class B Player of ike Year,

A three-sport prep standout, he was an All-Eastern Ghio foothall player as a two-way back and kicker, and
he was a shortstop-pitcher in basebudl,

Recuited by West Virginia University, he played three seasons (1956-52) and was the starting point guard
twa years. He Jed the team in assists as a sophomerne while playing with 6-9 All-America Mark Workman,

En 1951, he scored 23 points in u home win over Wake Forest and tallied 18 in o 77-73 loss at Duke, which
featared All-America guasd Dick Groat, a fumne Pitsbargh Pirste infielder.

Alessi served a5 head basketbali coach the final 12 seasons {1961-72) for abma maier Yorkville High before
consolidation. His best team weni 18-3 in $962 and his 1970 tearn won an OVAL Class A crowi. The '70
seam featured Chuck Saus, whoe would surpass Alessi's carcer point total.

John Havlicek (Amhete - 19505)

John Haviizek (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1958) was 4 three-sport high school
honoree for the Bulldogs whe later became one of Chio State’s basketbal] greats and
was selected one of the S0 NBA players.

Tn high schoal, the 6-5, 180-pounder was a two-time AIl-OVAC Cass AA basketball
performer as well as All-Dhio Class A, The Bulldogs won the OVAC AA cown in 1958,

An expzllent rebounder and passer, he also se U4 cageer points in 5% games and
averaped more than 30 points per pame the last two seasons. He led the OVAC in
scoring as a junier with a 31.9-point norm, incleding a school record 53 in a 1034101

overtime win over . ;
He played in the Ohio North-South All-Star ﬁlm with Jerry Lucas. The two later led
Dbio tos three straight NCAA chamipions] Eéames incliding 2 tille their sophomore season of 1960.
He was an All-Eastern Ohio shortstop on two OVAC championship baseball teams and batted over 400, He
alsg s in American Legion baseball and later played first base for Ohio State. .
quarksrback was reciuitid by several colleges including Ohio State and West

tarred in ican
I football, the All-OVA

Virginia,
%1 Obio State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball seasons and he twice earned All-
Big Ten Conference honors. }
vlicek was the No. | draft choice of the NHA Boston Celtics and was also selected by the NFL Clevefand
Browns even though he never plaa:ed.m colfege, He played a few exhibition games as a wide seceiver with the
Bruwny befor: reporting to the Celtics, wher be would become team capiain and have his No. 17 jersey

Nicknamed “Hondo™, Havlicek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasong including eight Celtic championships.
A 13-time All-Saar, he is the Celtics’ all-time leading scorer (26,395 poinis) and was the first NBA player to
score 1000 points in 16 consecutive seasons und, when he retired, Hyvlicek had ptz:‘{lud moce regular season

games than anyons in hlSlG;ﬁ. His career game averages were 2008 points, 6.3 rebounds and 4.8 assists.
Besides the Basketball Hall and Nationa] High School Hall, he is & member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan and Ohio State Halls of Fame.

Bill Mazeroski (Athtete - 19505)

Bill Mazeroski (Warren Consofidated High School , Class of 1954) is best known
For his hasebal] feats, but tke 5-H basketball censer also led the OVAC in scoring with
a 27.6 per game average as a senior and was & two-time All-OVAC roundball selection
and three-year basketbail starter. He eamed second team AU-Ohio Class A reeognition
25 A senior.

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Mazeroski led Warren
Consolicated to the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) basebal) finals before falling,
2-1 to Cincinnuti Purcell. Mazeroski pitched a fosr-hitter in a losing cause.

The athlete, known a5 “Catfish™ 1 a youth and “Maz” during bis pio playing days,
fed Waerers Consolidated to four straight GVAC Ohio-side baseball titles. The team was
coached by Al Burazio.

Signed by ke Pitsburgh Pirates out of high schoof and summer, sundlot baseball, the Rush Ren native
was in the major leagues in 1954 und became a 10-time All-Star second baseman from E956-72 with the
Mational Lesgue team. He won eight of the first 10 second base Gold Glove fielding awards,

He played s 2,163 pames and colfected 2016 hits but his best known feat is hitting game seven 196
World Series winning home run versus the New York Yankees. He still holds some major league fielding
recerds for double plays and assists, The Firetes retived his jersey No, 9.

Mazeroski was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2001 and alsc is enshrined in the Upper Ohio
Valley Dappes Dan Hall, the Ohio Baseball Hal§ and the Pennsylvania Sports Hatl,

Buckeye Local High School, a cossolidation which inchsdes Mazeroski's alma mater, named its high
school field in his honor and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Ron childhood home north of Tiltonsville is
known as “Bill Mazeroskd Highway."

Bobby Douglas (athtete - 19605)

Hobby Dou lul{Bxid[é:'furt High School, Class of 1961) was & three-sport high school
standont and lﬁe first wrestler to win four OVAC individual championships. He became the
first black athcte to win an Ohio state mat crown (1939) when he as the 112-
pound titlist. He then finishex thin in the 1960 state tournament and won the £27-pound

COWn A3 A senior,
_An All-OVAC football player and the conference Class AA captain 43 # F4{-pound rim-
ning back in 1960, Douglas also as & starter in baschall.
wiestled two years at West Liberty State College, winning an NAIA championship
and placing second i the NCAA, He then transfi to Oktahoma State, whese Tk won
the lgl Eight Conference 147-pound title. The tcam never lost a duat meet with Douglas
in the fineup and captured a pair of conference titles along with the 1964 NCAA team tatle. =~~~

Also 18 a competitor, he won five national championships and a pair of US, Odym ie Trials titles, He had
fourth-placs fe_atherwci%t finish at the 1964 Tokyo (lympics and he captained the U 5. freestyle team at the 1968
games in Mexico gltg amed the nation’s outstanding wrestier w 197 —}hem%]qar ke retired — Douglas compilled
4 career mecond of 303-17-7{933). He was nnaer-up at the World Championships that year.

Sl nized as one of the nation's vustanding wrestling coaches, Dougles has beer i the fowa State
Univessity helm for 14 years and became just the fourth Division T mentor to reach the 400-victory platesu in
Januacy u¥2003. He coached the C{:‘l:onm fo 10 top-10 at the pativnad finals, He also had sunner-up feams in 1996
2000 gnd 202, [ 2000, he was selected the National Wrestling Couch of the Year. He has produced six wational
champions, 17 conference titlists and 25 All-Americans at Towa State. Before taking over the Cyclones” program,
Douglas built x dynasiy aj Asizona State. From 1975-92, he guided ASU 10 nine conference titfe and nine top-10
Ni zam ﬁniﬁm, mcludinﬁ the school’s first national chmpimh:s'g irt 1988, While with the Sun Devils, he
had three national individual tille winners, 37 conference champs and 53 All-Americass. R

He wiss head coach of the 1992 (1S, Olympic feesstyle seam that competed in Barcelona, Sﬁmn All 10 of his
}\rmfs_ﬂcts laceodl among the top 10 ia their fespective weight classes. Douglas has been on the U.S. coaching staff
or five DE}E[ mpics.

Duu%as was{ndpu‘gtzd into the National Wrestling Hall of Feme, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Okio
Hall of Fame znd the Arizona State Halk of Fame.

Allan Hornyak (Athlete - 1960s)

Allan Hornyak {51, John Central High School, Class of 1969) was best known 2 a

tecord-setting 40-point per Eﬁ’me scorer bis last two ball seasons, but the lefihander

wis B -Sport Standout performer a3 a fooiball gearterback and first baseman-
pitcher in basehall. .

A 6-1, 185-pound long-range shooting guard i the ema prior tw the fhree-pointer,
Harayak led the OVAC and the state of Ohio in scoring his last two seasons with an all-
time DVAC record 42.7 average as a jusior plus a 41 93 senior nomn.

As o junior, he scored 812 points in 19 games, including 295 goals aad 222-0f 272 free
throws. In his senior year, he tallied $23 points in 22 games with 346 goals and 231-of-
296 free throws. L.

The two-time Al-OVAC and All-Obia cager set the OVAC record of B6 points includ- )
ing 40 goals, in 8 1969 win over Tiltonsville and he scored 61 points the next night against rival Belfaine.

He scoged at least 50 points in a game 14 times snd ended his 80-game carcer with a YAC recond 2,385
poinis. The lrish won back-to-back OVAC Class AA basketball titles including a 20-2 ovenll recond in F963.

His scuring efforts resulted in articles in Spart mf,az_inz._ﬂm New York Times and Sports Hlusireted ‘Fates
in the Crowd. Humﬁak camed Scholastic Coach Al-America honors and his No. 20 home basketbal] jersey
wits retired by the school.

In football, 5t. John's also won an OVAC crown with a 9-1 record in 1968, with Homyak as an All-OVAC
yuarterback. He passed for 14 touchdowns that season, ) L.

Retuited for basketball by munerous colleges, he opted for The Ohio State University where he led the
Huckeyes in scoring three straight years and eamed All-Hig Ten Confierence honors each year and All-America
recogniion as a senior.

He left OSL as the school’s fourth all-time career scorer with 1,572 points i 69 games and is 2 member of
The Ohio State Univessity Sports Hall of Fame.

Horuysk was the second round pick, and 26th overall, of the NBA's Cleveland Cuvaliers. He was also
deafted by the ABA Indiana Pacers in the fifth round, but didn™t compete in the pro ranks.

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (Adiete - 1960s)

Ron “Fritz” Williams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a four-year, three-spor stand-
put for the Red Riders, He led Welr to three straight state Class AAA title games includ-
ing an unbeaten 1962 regular season, two state runner-ups and a state title in 1963 (a
thee-year record uf 62-8). The three-year All-OVAC and All-West Virginia Class AAA

1 pleyer was alsa an Al[-UV){C and All-West Virginia footballend in 1963 and
the OV;\C;E’M West Virginia Regioa 1 sprint champion i the 100, 220 and 440-yard
events in .

The 6-3, 185-pound Williams was the first African-American (o be named first team
AlEWest Virginia in busketball and ouly the fourth person is history to be named fisst
team udl-state thees times. He scored 2%}3 career points — then an OVAC *big school’

—sed averaged 30,9 as a senjor aad 30.1 a3 o Juaior, He scored 2 school-record .
35 points against East Liverpool. He was named All-America by Parude and Schodastic Ceach magazines.
s was areFuIar end on the 1961 Class AAA state championskip footbalf teum and was all-state oesd
Scholastic Coack All-America as a seaior.

He played on two OVAC Class 3-A title basketball teams (1962 and *64) and the 1962 QVAC track cham-
pionship squad, The first African-American recruited d}hy basketball ae West Virginia University, he stil§
holds seasos wd career assist reconds while averaging 20,1 points for his career —sixth best in history and
eading the team in scoring and assists three years. Only two WVU players — Jesry West and “Hot Rod”
Hundley — comhined for more points acd assists than Williams, a three-time All-Southern Conference hon-
oree and a second team All-Americen, .

‘The two-time team captain is a member of the All-Time WY team (196675 era) and has been inducted

into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame as welt ag the West Virginia géxmx ‘Hali" and the UWH Ohio Valley
%%%H& He was tbe ninth oversll NBA deaft pick m 1968 by the Szn Francisco Warriors und wis
4 it

ABA fifth round by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Despite not Kl:y‘mg college footbadl, he
is one of only two OVAC products to be drafted bosh by the NBA yod NEL {Dallas Cowboys, [4th round),

Williams piayed eight NBA seasons — five with the Warriors, two with the Milwaukee Bucks and one with

the Los Aaﬁdﬁ Lakess, He scored 4,797 career points and had § 818 carver assists, He died, ot age 59, 0a

G}gﬁi; 4, 2 lntﬂ]]l_i[! home in Caiifornia, The road near his Weirion childhood home named ‘Ron (Fritz)

* Williams Boulevand.

Doug Donley (athtete - 19705)

Duug Donley (Cambridge High Bchecl, Class of 1977) was a three-sport standout,
excelling in footbail, track #nd baskeibal] and eaming the nickname “White Lightning™
for his blazing speed,

On the g,ndimn. Denley was a three-year letterman at ranring back for the Bobcats,
finishing with a career mm{of 2,572 rushing yanis. He also had 226 ly_rards receiving and
mi%imﬁ in kick remums for a career all-purpose yardage totsl of 3,826 yands to go
will Ths.

Donley's football accoludes included first team All-Ohio Class AAA (1976} by both
The Associated Press snd United Press Internadonal; Eastern District Class AAA
“Player of the Year" (1976); and first team All-OVAC Class 4-A (1976).

n track, Donley won the OVAC Cless 4-A charpionship in she Jong jum;l a5 2 junior {E976) with 2 leap
of 21 fi. 2.5 in. and was a double-winner at the conference meet us a sentor {1977) - winning the long jump
(21-10,75 and the 220-yard dnsh {22 4 seconds), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC teamm title.

He earned All-Eastern Districs in the 100-yard dash and was recognized as a high school All-American in

track
bafl, Denley was &

Alsoa dout in bask
per contest and had a school-record 17-assist game.
Widely recruited for footbatl, Donley attended The Ohio State University and camned first team All-Big TFen
and honorable mention All-America accolades at wide receiver (1980). He ranks ameng the Buckeyey™ all-time
leading receivers in several categories, including career yurds per catch {212, second); yardage (2,252, fourth);
touchdowns {16, fifth); and receptions {106, tied For rinthy, He led the team in receptions from 1978-El.
Danley was & second round draft choics of tie Datlas Cowboys in 1981, playing four years in the NFL. He
cuught 55 passes for 898 yards and fous TDs, .
Inducted into the Cambridge High School Hall of Fame, Donley is president of Advantage Golf Toumament
Serviees i Addtison, Texus,

d by a shouider injury but stilf managed 1o score 19 points

54




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Tim Spencer (Athlee - 19705)
Tim Spencer {5t. Clairsville High Schooi, Ciass of 1979) ranks with the greatest

tunning backs ever to grace Ohio Yalley high school igl-idimn:. Spencer - who plied his
trade for egendary coach George S — ushet for some 3,[2% yans and 50 touch-
downs, He scored 338 points during his Red Devil grid career.

As a seniar, the Parade All-American gained |670 yards and scored 28 touchdowns
while his junior numbers totaled 1,280 rushing yards and B touchdowns, Spencer’s top
preg game came o3 a senior when he mushed for 306 yards and scored six touchdowns
against Martins Ferry. All told, he scored 40 poists in that contest.

He was awarded All-OVAC and All-Chio football honors following his junior and
SETNIOr seasons.

Spencer also played basketball and mn track for the Rext Devils, excelling in the 100- and 206-meters.

Afier his prep days, Spencer matriculated to Calumbus to play for Coach Earfe Bruce's Ohio State Buckeyes.

The 6-1, 210-pounder was a thiee-year staster for the Buckeyes. He finished his career with 3,553 yands
which still ranka third on Ohie State’s all-time rushing charts.

Spencer led the Big Tea in mshing as & senior with 1,37% yards, eighth best in the nation. He was acconded
All-Big Ten honers twice and was a second-team LPI All-American sclection as a scnior.

He served o8 1he Buckeyes’ co-captaia as a sentor and was voted the team MVI*that year. He was alsu named
MVP of the Holiday Bow] as he rushed for 167 yards and twa TDs ls O511s 47-17 win.

Spencer was the second player selected in the United States Football League (USFL) draft by the Chicago
?}l]lltfac .iﬁ:r a three-year USFL stint, he signed with the San Diego Chargers where be starwed for four years at
bl .

He pained more thas 5,000 sushing yards and scored 43 touchdowns as a professional.

Spencer served as Ohie State's running backs coach from 1994 through the 2003 season. He left the
Buckeyes for an assistant’s role with the Chicago Bears.

Amy Gamble (Atlete - 19885)

Amy Gamble (John Macshall High School, Class of 1982} is one of the Ohio Valley's
greatest fernale athletes of all time. Gamble excelled in three sports — basketball, track
and women's 1.

She became Marshall County's first Olympian when she competed with the 1.5,
Women's Handhall Team in the 1988 Games hefd in Seoul, Korea. Earfier, the U.5.
Women were crowned as nhm&r:m of the Pan American Games.

Cramble was scfected as the West Viminia Women's Baskethall Player of the Year in
1982 after Jeading Join Marshall 10 tke state Class AAA championship, She averaged
23 points and 18 rebounds on a 22-1 record team which avenged its only Toss by defeat-
ing Elkins in the state finals. Captain of the Ali-State Team, Gambie was a two-time Class AAA fist-leam hot-
oree. She was chosen AIOVAC and All-Valley three straight years.,

She was the first IMHS girls' basketball performer to score more than 1,000 points and the initial Mosarch
athlets 40 have her jersey resired. She scared 1,498 carcer points. Gamble was ranked as the No. 4 gids®
baskeshall player in the country ber senior season when was named to i Parade, Street & Smidh and 154
Today All-American teams.

Recruited by Tennessee, she played as a hackup on the 1983 Lady Vols’ squad that finished as the NCAA
tournament runners-up, losing ¢o the Chery! Milles-led Southern Cal powerhouse. She feft Tennessee at the end
of t]mtt1 sc;;n]r; and transferred to West Virginia University but played just one season before deciding 1o try
team handball.

After ker appearance in the Olympics, Gamble returmed to basketball and enrolled at the Universily of
Asizona, Despite having just one season of eligibility remaining, Gamble was the team’s Teading scorer and
she eamed Pacifie- 10 Conferetice player of the week fanrels,

Her kigh school track eareer was also brilliant, a3 Gamble Set numerous invitational meet and OVAC reconds
in the shot put and the discus. She established ail-time OVAC standards i both events and was a West Virginia
state champion in both events. She was a three-time Ali-Valley honoree.

Mitch Hannahs (Aeete - 1980s)

Mitch Hamnaks (Skyvue High School, Class of 1$85) was the epitorsie of a winnet in
Bigh school as the two-spart, four-year letterman sparked the tiny Golden Hawks to the
state tournament in both basketball and baseball.

In basketball, Skyvoe made the OHSAA state roumarment in Hanzahs’ junior and sen-
ior scasons, finishing as the Class A runnerup in 1984-85. He was selected first team
All-Ohio as 4 senir and second team as o junior and was a two-time first team Al
Eastertt District, AH-OVAC and All-Pioneer Vatley Conference honoree. He also partic-
ipated &n the Ohin Nogh-South All-Star classic following a senior season where the 5-

0 puar! sveragesd more than 22 points per game.
In baseball, the consistent-hitting and sure-handed shortstop hc!g:d the Hawks to the
Ohio Class A state championship es a senior (1985) as weil as the DVAC and PVC titles, He eatned first team

?tl;ﬂhio, All-Eastem District, AH-OVAC and All-PVC heners and was selected for the Ohio Baseball All-Star
eries.

He also received All-Bastern District, AIMOVAC and A-PVC accolades followlng his sophomure (1983)
nml;unim (19841 seasons. i

Alter graduation Hannahs pulled off a rue “double” when his college t2am - Indiana State University -
advanced 1o the NCAA Division 1 Coflege World Series in 1986 and that same season, he played for the
Maynard Post 666 team which advanced 1o the American Legion World Series. Hannahs was voted MVP of
the regional tourmarnent that season and won the Louisville Slugger Award for the highest batting avemge in
tourmament play.

At Indiana State, Hannahs was a three-time All-Mzssouri Valley Conference perfonmer (1987-89) and was
an NCAA Division § All-American fo]lnw':ﬁ his senior year {§989).

He was a 16th round draft pick of the Milwaukoe Brewers, playing in their farm system from 198993,
Hannahs is currently athfetic director and head basebalf coach at Lineoln Trail College in Robinsos, Rlinois,
He previously coacked for seven years at his alma mater - ladiana State Uziversity,

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Athtete - 1980s)

Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Welisville High Schoof, Class of t987) is believed by many
Wetlsville residents to be one of the greatest athletes in the schoel’s history, attested to
by her induction ss a member of Wellsvilfe High School’s Athletic of Fame inaugural
Class of 2004, .

Dring her high school career, Pultie-Stokes collected 15 fisst-place finishes at the
annual Cat Giffin OVAC Track Championships and she was selected as the area “Track
Athlete of the Year” thiee times. $he afso eamed both All-Valley and All-Eastern District
laurels four times each. She was a two-time long jump champion at the Ohio high school
state meet prd was a runner-up in the 200 meters.

In velleyball, she was twice selected a3 the team MVP and camed All-Area {three
g:g:s),Alianstzm District {twice], and AU-OVAC (twice). Three times she was named to the All-Celumbiana

ney feam.

I1x baskethall, she led the 1987 Lady Tigess o the state finals, Her 27-) recond Wellsville team ended one
of the nation's langest baskethaf] streaks at 108 when the Tigers defeated West Holmes in toutnament play, She
scored more than 1,400 poinis and collected more than PT B0 rebounds while hefping the Tigers to & three-
year tecord of 66-8. Pullie-Stokes was chusen OVAC “Player of the Year™ that season and was & two-lime
All-Ohio honaree. She siso eamed All-Valley and Alf-Area recogaition three tines each on the hardwood.

All totd, she won 11 varsity letters and was selected as the American Legion 1987 Ohio State “Athlete of
the Year”. She went on te play collegiate basketball at Ohio State and was 2 member of the 1980 Buckeyes'
squad that won the Big Tea Conference championship. She gained personal hosors when in 1990 she was
selected as Ohio State’s best defensive player, team MVP and Big Ten honorable mention. Twice, she was
designated as the conference’s phaver of the week,

Addi:iuafg]y, Puliie earned a gold medal with the North Team in the 1989 U.S. Gfympic Festival, held in
Normaa, Okfa,

Geno Ford  (Athiete - 19905)

Geno Ford [Cambridge High School, Class of £993) achieved the ultimate honor
of a high schocl basketball player in the state of Obio when be was selected “Mr.
Basketball” following his senior season.

The 5-8 sharpshooter finished a stellar four-year career with the Bobceats as Ohie’s
second all-tithe leading scorer with 2,680 points which also stands as the OVAC's
ali-time high-water mark,

Ford's name also appears in the OHSAA recorsd book in the following categories:
288 free throws made in a season {1991-92), first afl-time; 697 free throws made in
g career (1989-93), first alk-time; and 928 pointa in a season (F991-92), seventh
alk-time.

Playing for kis father, highly-successful Cambridge coach Gene Ford, Geno eared All-Ohio Division
1E first team accalades following both his junjor and senior seasons. He was also a two-time All-Eastem
District Division IF “Player of the Year” aad two-time AI-OVAC Class 4-A first team pick.

Ford weat o fo become a four-year letterman gt Ohio University, easning All-Mid American
Conference secund team konors as a junior (1996) and first team plawdits as a senjor (1997). He is the fifth
alk-time leading scorer at OU with 1,752 points. One of the most popular players a1 1), Ford helped the
Baobcats to one NCAA ard ane NIT appeasance during his carcer.

Following graduation, he served as a graduate assistant ( £998-99) and assistant coach (1999-2001) at
Ohin Uriversity; was head coach for one season at Division II Shawnee State University (2008-02),
lending his team to a 22-10 recond and eaming American Mideast Conference “Coach of the Year™
honars: served as an assistant coach at Kent State University since the 2002-03 seasen.

Stephanie Petho (athtete - 19905)

Stephanie Pethe (St. John Central, Class of 1992) semains the measuring stick for
female basketbat] greatness in the OVAC.

The Fighting Irish three-sports lumisary re-wrote the St. fohn Central and OVAC
scoring books during her carcer on Guertisey Street, The 5-7 sharpshooter finished
her four-year career with 2,667 points which is first in confercnce annals and stitl
ratks sixth in the state of Ohio.

Petho was accorded fimst-tcam Al-OVAC all four years. The Beflaire native
earncd Alf-Ohio honors three years, culminating by being named the state’s Division
1V “Player of the Year™ following a season in which she averaged a staggering 37.1
points a game.

As a junior, she tellied 35.9 points per game in lending her Lady lrish teammates to a 22-3 record & berth
in the DHSAA regional teumament. She was pamed first team All-Ohio after scoriag 910 points that
winter alone. Petho twice cracked the 50-point plateau ins a game, scoring 57 against Shadyside and 56
against Toronto.

The twe-year staeer of the University of Pittshurgh carried St. Jokn Central to four OVAC champi-
oaships in basketball and an overafl 75-16 seeond, Petho was no one-sport wonder, lso starring in vol-
Jeyhall and track during her prep career. She eamed AH-OVAC in volleybalk her juniar and senior years.

|91 tmck, Petho is one of the valley’s ail-time great throwers, eaming five OVAC gold medals in the
weight evenis — three in the discos and two in the shot put. Petho tossed the platter a school-record
£21-7 en moute to a regional championship ard a third-place showing in the state tneet &s a junior.

She capped her high school career by being named co-valedictorian of ber senior class and she went on
to become an Academic All-American at Pitt. While there, ske led the team in scoring in the 1994-05
season, became the career free throw percentage leader (81 4) and is 14th on the all-time scoring list,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Rudy Mumley (0VAC Family’)

Rudy Mumley (Wheeling Fligh School, Class of 1936). If Rudy Mumiey's heart was
measured by the size of his love for his fellow men and wommen, i never could have fit
inside his body.

Mamley, an ed frninistrator, ian, dynaric and charity
fund-raiscr, served the OVAC and the rest of Ohio Valley in many different, but special
ways, He wag 2 two-time president, charer memier of the conference’s Foundati
Board, served on the footbal] and baskethalt committees and was the organizer amd long-
tigne gamse director of the Ohio-West Virginia Charity Football Classic. The mid-sumy-
mer afl-star foothail clasks was reaamed in his honor in 1986, He also served as OVAC
president durin&' the 1967-68 schoot year. To help the game get off the ground, Mumey
once mortgaged his home to achieve the financing needed for the inaugurat OVAC-sponsored contest in 1972,
He also was a great su) of the OVAC wrestling toumament,

A uate of old Wheeling High School snd West Liberty State Cn]lc%e with a master’s degree from
WVU, Mumley served in the Alr Force during World Was 1 and was recalled during the Korean conflict.
He taught at Powhatan, Skadyside and Smithfictd High Schools before being appointed principal 2t Warren
Consolidated High i Tiltongville in 1964. Rudy later served as principal at Yorkville High. Later, when the
Buckeye Local Schuel District was formed, he became principal at Buckeye South and remained there until
his retirement in 1979,

Mumiey, wha was born in 1918 and died in 1999, also provided great service to the Upper Ohio Valley
Bapper Dian Club and his coliege alma mater, West Liberty State. Rudy was a member of the Dapper Dan
Board of Directors for some 28 {:m and was banquet co-chimirman six times. At West Liberty, he eamed &
rare honer as a non-athlete when he was inducted into the school's Athletic Hall of Fame in 1985, He was pres-
ident of the Hilltoppers® Alumni Association and the Fousdation. Lhe numernus honors he received
Include: the Robert McKeivey Award and Man of the Year honors from: the Dapper Dan Cluby, WESC Gold
and Black Achievement Awand and the College President’s Awasd, along with the Warwood Lions Club's
Citizen of the Year Award in E981.
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Agnes Timmons (OVAC Family’)

Agnes Thamaung (Scio High School, Class of 1942). This Getopenarian started coach-
iug&iﬂkﬂp girls” baskethall tears at Bamesville High School in 1946 when there were no
school-sanctioned girls' programs for member schooly of the GVAC. She was a girls’
Ehysical education teacker af the time, sfter haviog graduated from Denison University in

ranville, Okio.

Timmons considered it part of her job as a phys ed teacher to ongantze whetever athletic
teams she could because she wanted the girls [0 have some competition and experience the
fun of playing organized sperts. She would join with teachers from other schoals in the
wrea interested in doing the ssme thing to schedule pames, 'They also kad 10 hire their own
officials and provide trans; ion to the game sites.

Timemons left teaching after 1948 to begin eaising a family. After having four childrer, she retomed to her
teaching and coachiag carcer at Bamesville ta 1962, Timmons coached velleyball and bashetball even though it
wasn's ontil June of 1972 that Title IX was enacted, demanding equal sports oppostunities for girty, Ske was asked
by then OVAC execitive secretary Sam Mumley t host and serve as diceetor of the first conference volleyhall
championship tourmament which was held at Barniesville High. Timmons coached basketball and track ustil well
info the 1986%, but contlnued her duties with the volleyball keam until her retirement from teaching in 1991, She
aiso coached softball for one year when her daughter played because the telented youth abso wanted to compete
as & member of the track and f{eld team. The schooi district would only permit that to happen if Timmons coached
both spors, which she did,

Evea today, Timmons remaing close to the Barnesville athletie progeasm, Through this past seasos, she served as
the announcer for the Shamrocks’ boys and girls basketball games, as well as for the home volleyball matches. She
also has been the anrouncer and part of the conunitiee for the OVAC volleyball tournament for over 30 years, Last
winier, the then 8{)-year-old Tinxmons was called back inte the coaching runks when Bamnesville needed someons
to help owt with the voileyball squad. Agnes coached the fayvees and thoroughly enjoyed the experience,

Her track teams were perennial contenders for OVAC titles and several volleyball reams advanceif to the distict,

Doug Huff (Mediu)

Doug Huff (Magnolia High Schoo, Class of 1961}, This native of New Maninsville
has been writing sports since the uge of 12, his first “job” being with the Werzel
Democrat, s weekly paper in his bome town, Huff joined The fureliigencer 25 nssociate
spoas editor in 1967, o position he keld until 1978 when he was named as that paper’s
sports editor, remaining in that position until his retirement in 1999, He previously was
5| editer of the Fairmont Times and worked on the sports staff of the Dominion

ews in Murgantown. .

While the s chief of The Intelligencer, Holl originated All-Volley: Boys |
Basketball und Baseball selections in 1968, plus the OV Afl-Spors School and Athlen:
Awards and the All-OV Scholar-Athlete selections, He compiled Ohio Valley and West .
Virginia records for footbal], basketball and Gaseball, along with histodeal materal on QVAL schools, coach<
s and athletes. Since 1979, he has been the Executive Secestary-Treasurer of the W.Va, Sports Writers
Association after having previously served as the president and foothall all-state boant chairmun. Hulf elso is
on the Board of Directors of 1he Football Writers Association of America and the National Speriscasters &
Spores Writers Association. 3 . X

Amang the namerous henors he kas achieved include; induction lato the Netionul High Schoot Sports Hall
of Fame {1999); state sports writer of the year nine times; West Virginia University School of Jounafism P,
Reed Life Achievement Awand {1991%); Magnolia High School Athletic Boosters Life Achievement Award
899(}); Wa. 5 Writzrs Association Gene Morehouse Awand {1992); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan

lub’s Robert CKEI\*?' Award (1994). L ) . :

He is 1he author of E;m in West Virginia, “A Pictoral History” {£979) and also of the Nationat High
Schooi Football and Hasketball Recosd Books (2001 1-2002). Doug slso co-authored “How to Watch Sposts on
TV...And Enjoy It.” Since 1975, he has been a high school contributing editor of Street and Smith magazine
and compilés their pre-sezson schoolboy All-America teams for footbatl, boys' busketball and buseball.
Although retired (rozm The Intell, he comtintes 3o submit a much-read and cw weekly cobmn, Dogs also
serves 25 the nationa] rankings and records editor for Student Sports Tac., and coordizates football nnd boys
baskeibail selections for Parude and EA Sports,

Bob Burton (Coaches)

Robert W. {Bob) Burivn (Magnolia High Scheol, Class of 1957) coached several
sparts at Paden City High School, but is most remember Tor a sparkling 38-year
carcer as bead boys' basketball coach {1963-20061) where be amassed & record of
534.321,

During his tenune, the Wildcats won 21 sectional chamgiouskips; eight regional
tittes; finished as state runner-up twice (1972 and "82) and captured the West
Virginia Class A championship twice (1973 and '87}. Paden City had 28 winning
seasons under Buston, incleding nine 20-win campaigas, and won five OVAC Class
A championships (1971, 775,92, '93 and "94).

Burton received the West Virginia “Coach of the Year” henar in E986 and was selected to coach in the
OVAC All-Sur Baskeibalf Classic several fimes g8 well us the West Vinginia North-Souih All-Star Geme
in §987, He was a member of the West Virginia Basketball Coaches Association, the State Ceaches
Committee and the OVAC Basketball Committee.

Burion zlse served as an assistant coach in footbalt at Paden City for 1B vears, serving on the Wildeats®
staf¥ during two state championship seasons (1970 and *); coached track for more than 30 years,
winning several OVAC Class A and Intra-State League championships; cuached cross country for two
years and golf for one season; was assistant basebatl coach for three years; and spent more than a decade
s athletic director. .

As an athlete, Burton was o three-spost athlete at Magnolia, eaming all-West Virginia honors in footbali
in 1953. At the college level, he was nlso i threg-sport performer, playing football at Kent State University
and then footbatl, basketball and tennis afier transferring to West Liberty State College where he graduated
in 196L. He then received a master’s degree in education from West Virginia University in 1968.

George Strager (Coaches)

Geurge Struger (McKeesport, Pa_ High Schoot, Class of 1943) has often been called
the “dean™ of Ohic Valley bigh school football coaches tianks to o ilii;hl{-suoccssful
carcer Lhat gpanned some 38 yeus (1950-87) at five different schools. He posted 2
career coacking record of 246 wins, 115 losses and E5 ties which stood us the all-time
vadley record anil ectipsed in 2004 by Jay Clreost of Woodsfiefd/Monroe Central.

Strages's coaching carcer began in 1950 at tiny Sistersville High School, compiling
a 42-22-3 record in seven sensons there and leading the Tigers 1o ihe West Viginia
Class A state championship in 1953, He moved on 1o Clarksburg Notre Dame High for
four vears a5 hend fmlbaﬁ apd busketball coach (1957-600, going 24-10 on the grid-
ron and leading ihe basketball team to the West Vieginia Class A state semifinals. Next
came @ thres-year stim at Wheeling Centra) Catholic (1961-63) which featured two undefeated regular
seasons and a mark of 21-9-1. The 1962 team lost to Charleston Catholic i the insugural West Virginiz
Cutholic State Championship game, but the next year Strager’s tear avenged that loss to win the crowa. Up
next was 4 five-yeur stay at Cambridge High {§964-68), posting a 25-23-2 record.

He then began o legendury §9-veas rim at St, Clairsville High i 1969, tuming his trademurk *belly series”
to & cecorid nfgl 34-51.9 these. His Red Devil teams posted ihree undefeated seasons (1969, '77 and *85) and
the 1983 squad eamed the school's first-ever trip to the GHSAA playoffs und the 1986 team advancedt (o the
sinte semifinals before losing o heari-breaker to Chagrin Falls Kenstoa.

Strager's top honors included induction into the Dhio High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame in
1998; Ohio Valley Foothall Coaches Association Hall of Fume in1991; selection as OVAC Coach of the Year
in 1979 and “87; and recognition by the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley in 1992 He slso coached
in the QYAC All-Star Charity Football Ciassic twice (1972 and ‘ggf_

A graduate of Salem College, Strager pussed away in 1990, bat bis memory lives on in the form of the
George Strager Memorial Foatball Camp and Scholarship Program as well as the “George Strager Evening
with the Stars™ dinner held in conjunction with the OVAE Charity Ali-5tar Football Classic.

John ‘Corky’ Vrotsos (Cosches)

Juhn “Corky” Vrotsus (Martins Ferry High Schowd, Class of 1946) not only initinted
the sport of wrestling &t kis alma mater, he quickly established himnself as one of the
preniier mat coaches i conference history.

Viotsos puided the Purple Rider grapplers from 1957-68, teading his team i seven
consetutive OVAC Tournament championships {1961-67) along with six straight Ohlo
District Tournament titles. His teams finished ranked in the top 10 in the state four times
(1959, 60, *63 and "64) and (he best finish at the state tournament was a fifth place
effort in 1960

Durng kis tenure, Viotsos coached 41 OVAC champions and 41 Ohin State
Tournament qualitiers, including 10 state place-winners and one state champion (175-
paunder John Scordos i 1964). Ferry's dual meet record during the Vioisos years was 85-20-1, including
upbeaten seasons in 1964 and "67.

The initial inductee into the Marting Ferry High School Wrestling Hald of Fame in 1994 and the 1578
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Tourmament's “Mr. Mat. Award”, he sesved as tournament director for the
OVAC, sectional acd district tosraments after yieldiog the coaching post,

In addition to serving as head wrestling coach, Vrotses was aiso an assistant in Tootball and mck fi the
Purple Riders. He was on the fooshall staff during Ferry’s rur of three consecutive undefeated seasons (1959-
61) and four OVAC championships (also 1963).

As un atblete, he was a three-year [etterman in footbadl and basketball at Martins Feary. In football, he was
a center-linehacker nnder legendary coach Fred Thomas, plﬂying center und Linebacker on the 1944 and 45
OVAC champioznship squads, carming all-conference *AA™ honors as a sesior, Be played guard in basketball
vnder coaches Floyd Baker and Ralph Gartrell, After serving in the army, Vrotsos then attended Wess Libesty
State Coliege, grduating in 1951, He wus a thres-yeur vassiy football player for the Hill toppers and a mem-
ber of two undefeated teams that played in bowl games, (Smickey Moustain Bowk and Pythian Bowl),

Chester Grossi (Gl‘ﬂcials).

Chester Grossi (Weir High School, Class of 1940) began officiating in 1942, claim-
ing to be “drafted” into offsciating by fellow honoree Walter Heit because many offi-
cials had been lost due to the military drft.

His love of spors saw him enter the world of officiating, not only in football, but also
in baskethall and baseball. He setired from officiating in 1987 alter 43 years, During
those vear, he worked muany district and regional toumament games 35 well as [4 state
fournaments is baskethall and 12 state finals in foothall. He also worked several West
Virginia Catholic State basketball und footbadl playolf games as well us gumes in the
West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and 15ie United Foothald League, He $
is n [ife memmber of the Chio Valley Board of Officials and the West Virginia Football -
and Basketball Officials’ Asseciation. He was the 1997 recipieat of the OVAC's Robert Dawson Officials”
Award and was honored by the Upper Ohie Valley Dapper Dan Club.

As an athlete at Weir, Grossi played football for cmﬁa(r:nd Hamill from 1936-39 znd duria% that time, the
Red riders won 27 straight 'umcs.{he received a football scholarship io West Liberty State College where he
played for Coach Joe Barteil in 1941 and afier World War 11,

He graduated from West Liberty with u bachelor’s degree in political science, retuming to Weir High Schoal
s a teacher and assistant coack. He left the education field %o enter iito the ixtvestment and Insurame busingss
in 1960, He remuins active in muny civic, fraternat and service organizations. He is president of the Weirtonian
Lodge of the Halian Sons und Ikmghters of America, serves on the Board of Directors of the Fraternal
Association and is an konorary national president of 1SDA; a member of the board of the Upper Uttio Valle:
Ttalian Heritage Fesiival; the Weirton Council 3734 Knights of Colambus and an officer of their Fourtl
Degree; a life member of Post 20 of the American Legion; bowrd member of Camp Firg USA: the Welnon
Flks: and is a member of e West Liberty State College Foundation’s Finmnce Comuminee, Hall of Fame
Committes, Hillioppers Athletic Club aad a l#e member of the Alumni Association.

. "Iii] was inducted into the West Liberty State College Hall of Fume and was honored by the West Virginia
orthem

Walter Heil (omicials)

Walter Heil (Bellaise High, Class of 1923) was régarded os one of the deans of
Ghie Valley officiating thanks to a carcer that spansed some 38 years and involved
three sports.

He began as u baseball umpire in 1926 then added footkall in 1928 and baskethalt
in 1929, working countless games until finally hanging up his whistle a1 the 2ge of 62,

Heil officiated football and basketbatl at the high school, collegiate and profes-
sional levels, He worked five West Vigpinia High School State Toumnaments, five
West Virginia Catholic High School State Teurnaments and three West Virginia
Ietercollegiste Athletic Conference Toumaments, He also officiuted in the semi-pro
Continental Football League, which featured the Wheeling Eronmen.

He was a member of the Ghic Valley Board of Officials, the West Virginia Officials Association and the
Iaternational Associstion of Approved Basketbull officials and was

hocored for feagth of service by cach of these orgenizations.

After retiring as an active official, Heil assumed the role of commissioner of beth basketbal] and foos-
ball officials for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, i position he bebd from 1965-70.

He was a charter member of the Belloire High Athletic Wall of Fame and the 1998 recipient of the
GVAC's Robert Dawson Officials®Award. :

Heil worked for Weirton Steel Corporation and was # resident of Yorbville wmil his death 1o 1970,

Alex Groza (Athlete - 19405

Alex Groza (Mantins Ferry High School, Clags of 1944), This 6-foot-7, YH}-pounder
Ted the Purple Riders to two straight undefeated regular scasons in basketbail sad to
the Chio state tozmament hoth years. Martins Ferry finisted 24-1 in 1943 and 26+1 the
following season. The Purple Riders won the first OVAC Class AA basketball
chacpionship in 1944 us Groza scored a valley recont 628 points (3 mark luter broken
by 2004 OVAC Halt of Fame inductee Ken Alessi). Groza scored 41 ve. Tikonsvitle,
He was an all-conference and 2l-Okio first-team selection.

Alex was the top scorer and rebounder on the University of Kentucky's “Fabulous
Five,” which woa back-to-back NCAA titles iny 1948 and '49, with Grozs being named
the toamument MVP both years. He was a thiee-time all-Southeastem Conference
chaice and a two-time consensus All-American. He set 22 individual SEC reconds. Groza still ranks seventh
on Kentucky's all-time scaring Jist with 1,744 points. Alex's jersey number {i5) was retired by the school.
Ciroza and four of kis UK tcammates — Ralph Beard, Waflace Joues, CIHE Basker and Keony Rofling —
won a gold medaf as U.S. Olympizns at the London Games in 1948, Groza, in 194Y, was named the Helms
Foundation Basketba] Flayer of the Year. In a 1950 Associated Press nationwide poll of sports writers select-
ing the leading athlewes of the Balf-century, Alex was chosen as ome of the five top-rafed basketball players.

In the NBA, Groza averaged 22.5 points in 130 pro games with the Indirxnapolis Olympiass in 1950 and
*51. He coached Bellarmine (Ky.) College from 1959 through 1966. The schood had never won a basketball
championship before Groza's tesre, He Jed the Knights 10 1he Kentucky hutercollegiate Athlesic Conference
regular season and tournament title in 1963, after which be was numed the league coack of the year.

Civopa later served as busi ger und then assi to the presi of the ABA's Kentucky
Colonels before becoming general manager of the San Diego Conguistadors until the franchise folded, He
then served as GM of a professionat volleyball team for one year before joiring Reynolds Metals in 1977 s
& regional sales manager.

Gruza died of lung cancer at his home in San Thego on January 21, 1995,
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Chuck Howley (Athlete - 19505)

Charles L. “Chuck” Howley (Warwoud High School, Class of 1954) was a first team
all-West Virginia and all-OVAC tackle in 1953, He Jettered in foothall, basketbail and
basebatl, As a tleenaper, be also competed for an independent All-Americaboys  gym-
nastics group.

The Westq&rginia Eniversity gradeate Is s41l the only Mountaineer athlete to leter in
five sports — football, gymnastics, wrestling, track and swimming. In football he played
gand, enter, and linebacker while eaming All-Southem Conference latrels three
siraight years, Afso the long snapper an special teams, Howley was selected as a third-
team Ali-American kis senior year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 pounds, was considered 1o be
ome of the fastest finemen in WYU history. He started in thres collepe all-star games —
East-West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl snd the College Football All-Star Game. He lettercd for the
Mountaineers on the trampotine in gymnastics, a heavyweight in wrestling, sprinter and weightman in track
and a diver in swimming. In 1937, Howley was selected as the West Virginia Amatcur Athlete of the Year.

He was an NFL fisst-round draft choiee (1958) of the Chicago Bears - only the third Mountaineer select-
ed in the opening round. He played # vear and a half in Chicago before being sidelined by & serious knee
injury. Howley was back home in Wheeling working at a gas station in l.%% when the expansion: Dallas
Cowboys traded two drafi picks for him. The ex-Bear decided to give it one more try and wound up starting
at outside linebacker §2 years for the Cowboys, eaming all-pro Jaurels six times. He starred in two Super
Bowls, The 1971 game saw llcwlcf intercept two passes and recover & fumbie 10 eam MVP honors in a
£6-17 loss 1o the Baltimers Colss, He remains the only player on a ]osingéteam to be selected as the Super
Bowl's most valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowbeys win Super Bowl Vi over the Miami Dalphins
by intercepting a Bob Grivse pass to set up a touchdown.

Howley is a member of the West Virginia Sports Writers Association, WVU, Upper Ohiv Valley Dapper
Dan Ciub and City of Wheeiing halls of fame.

Dick Miller (Athete - 1950s)

Diick Miller %Wheelin Centead Catholic High School, Class 1952) was a first-team all-
state and all-OVAC perfoemer in baskeshald hree strai i years while iamﬁnmin for the
Maroon Keights. Mitler led Central Catholic 1o the conlerence and West Virginia Catholic
championslups all three scasons, scoting 1,593 points during & steliar high school carcer.
His three-year scmné,:vcmge was 2| 4 points per game. His carcer poiat totaf stood for
57 years vntl it was bested by David Cantragueno, a four- year letterman for the Maroun
Knights. Contraguerto’s record was later toppled by a Central guls’  basketbal| great,
Ksyleen Fitzsimmons. Miller also had a game high of 30 poinis in a West Virginia-
Kentucky All-Star Game, leading the Mourtaineer team to an 81-80 victory at
Williamson. Twice, {1931 end '52), Miller was chosen as the state’s baskeiball rla cr of
the vear. He also was a standout performer ir £notbalf and basebali in high school. He was
a*T" formation quarterback as a football performer and a shortstopypitcher on the [ team.

Recruited by the University of Wisconsin on a bisketbal] scholarshin, Mitler was the Badgers” starting point
%uani far two years. Nicknamed “The Cal™ because of his quickness, Dick averaged 19 peints per %amc in Big

v play, topping e 30-point mark thiee imes during bis career. In 1956, he set a conlerence recund for the most

consecutive free throws made, convertiag 20 in a row over two consecutive games. Miller aiso excelled 1s a floor
cader and defensive player. He was voted as the team MV his seajor year, Although drafted by the New York
Knicks in £956, Mitler chose to play AAU busketbatl, He was voted to the AAU All-America team afler pastic-
paim?n the National Tournament held in Denver where be led the Mitwaukes Allen Bradiey Team 1 a fourth
place Tirsish, Miller pleyed two seasons with the Phillips Olers in the National Industrial Basketball Lesgue and
one season in the Tidewater Bosketball Association where he sveraged 22 paints per pame and wos votzd the
league’s MYT for the £962-63 season. .
. iller played basetall ane year pt Wisconsin, hitting 333 nnd?laying second base. Beeause a shouldes injo
in high school fimited his throwing ability, he gave up i:aszball alter oné season 19 concenirate on basketball.

His athletic career then continued in 4 differeat sport as he wok up handball (four-wall) and In his first year,
he won the North and South Carolina Opcnﬁza%itg Championship. He went on ko win numesnus singles fitles
throughout the Southeast, includmi; two national singles age group championships. He firally ended his com-
petitive career in 1996 at the oge of 62.

Mike Sherwood (Atalete - 1960s)

Mike Sherwood gBelInirz High School, Class of 19673, This soft-spoken athiletic
great rates with Belfaire High's afl-time stalwarts in both foothalt and basketbalk.

He quarterhacked the 1966 Big Reds to a 9-1 scason as a senior for coach Don Anlt.
1t remains arguably one pf the best id teams m Ohic Valley history. Sherwood
Ted the OVAL with 20 TE} passes that fafl as he comgpleted 73 of £10 passes for a 664
pereentage and amassed more than 1,400 yards with only four interceptions.

He was just as impressive on the hardwood for legendary coack Claite Cribbs, The
sweet-shooting 6-1 guard was 2 two-year starter for the Big Reds and surpassed the
1 XH)-point platean while easning All-Ohio honors, He averaged 25.3 points a game in
]cadrigf the Hig Rods 10 0 17-4 recond, As a junior, he averaged 25 points per game. He

oured in a career-high, and school-record, 52 points against Guoemsey Sireet rival St.
ohn Central. He was also sclected for the Ohio North-South Basketball Classic. .
Following his_illustrious career, Sherwood accepted a_football scholarship to West Virginia
Universily, where his father ealier played. Afler competing on the freshman team, he stasted at quan;%a‘ck
for three seasons. As a sophamore, he passed for some 2000 yards while establishing a school record with
416 yards against rival Pitt, completitsg 27 of 37 passes, He finished the g:ﬂ: ranked 11th in the nation, aver-
agingt 198 passing yards a game. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that fail. Sherwood fed the Mountaineers to 2

-7 record in his thiee years, inckuding a 10-1 mark and a Peach Bowl win his senior seasen. He stifl ranks
armong WV career leaders ir total ofiense, passing yardsé‘fmss completions and atteznpts, TD passes,
ing efficiency and completion percentage, He was selected to play in the 1970 Blue-Gray Game and won
the fra I, Rtxi&(crs Award the same year, Sherwood was also selected All-East by UPT in 1970. A membey of
the All-Time WYU 1950-69 Era tcdm, Sherwood was inducted into the WYL s Hail of Fame in 1957,

Alter uation, he stayed on at WVU and was a graduate sssistant for Bobby Bowden and Frank
Cignetti. He went to Bethaly Collepe o serve ax offensive coordinator from 197478 under his high school
caach, Don Ault. Sherwood returned to his prep atma mater, serving as the Big Reds” eoach from 1980-
Mﬁ registering & 26-12-2 second. He was named Eastemn District Coach uf the Year in 1982. He became the
SCH00

s athletic director in 1984 and is currently the high school principal.

Terry Snively (aihlete . 1960s)

Htﬁsl_SChml. 1966). This all-round athlete starred in four
! _established an Ohio Valley foothall modern single scason
record by amassing 222 points, including 35 touchdowns, his seniot scason. The quick-
fgoted munning back Bnished with 398 career ?umls. Snively was named Ohio's UPT
Class A Back of the Year in 1963. He was an Ali-OVAC honoree as a junior and senior
while gamenng All-Eastern Oliio and Afl-Valley laarels.

Captain of the [ndians’ fpotball, basehail and track teaims. He also wag o four-year let-
terman in basketball, starting his last three scasons. Snively averaged better than 24

nls & game in vach of his final two seasons and Binished his caneer with 1,146 points,

e was third team All-Ohio as a geniot and fiest team AH-OVAC 2s a juniar and senior.

Springtime ot Powkatan saw Saively da double gl;ﬁ', starying in baseball and track.
He was 4 talented pitcher sad outfielder in the diamond sport for four years. He hel
the Indians 1o 2 pair of Ohit: state Wurnament herths, incl udiﬂg winning the state C
man season when he batied 315 a5 feadoff hitter. Powhatan :ﬁh launcheit a track pro,

Terry Snively (Powhatan
spﬂﬂﬂ‘m the fnsﬁms. He e

5 A on

season. He was the OVAC 100-ygad, 200-yard and la&% 'ums champion as a junior gualified for the state
meet in the 100. He holds the sg}mf records in the | flﬂ 3 2()[]&.‘![;4} and long jumg (19-5).

Afer his stotied four-sport g;cpcaree_r. e accepted a football scholarship o West ei't nia Lintversity, whese

1 defensive backficld as a three-year starter. He was sﬁicdcd to the All-Time

he was pn 1%8nc1 player ia
WYL 1950-69 Emteam. R . ,

After earning his WV diploma, ke opted to remain in athletics in his native Obio Valley. Snively cut bis
coaching teeth at Beilaire ih%gs, Druring his six-year stint with the Big Reds, he was a foolball aidg 1 Jake
C)savsky and served as head basketba!l and conch for five yeats, He led Beilaire 10 a pair of section-
al crowns in while %ngmng n district title (1974} and OVAC cham]pmnshsg}]iﬂﬁ) in buseball, Shivel
matriculated to Skadyside High as head basketbalf coach for two yerrs. Hig [975-T7 team won a district title
and GVAC crown. In that season, be was samed disirict coach of the ]{_far Snively left Tigertown for River
High, whers he served as  feotball coach for 23 seasony, Dusing dhat quarter of a ncntur{, his 1947 team
went 10-0 and won an OVAC title while his teams made the Dhir;g:!\gnrfs in 1993 and 1957, .‘mve!g coached
inihe OVAC All-Star Gamne twice while also coaching the Okio -South Came in 1494, In , Snively
received the Upper Olio Valley Dapper Dan Cart Hamill Awanl.

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Amicte - 1970s)

Jokn Filliez (Magnolia High Scheel, 1973). The first OVAC athiete to eam All-W. Va,
first team konors in foctball, basketball and bascball alsy set an NCAA pass receiving
seconf nt Marshall Usiversity.

Nicknamed “Fuzzy” becanse of his bushy red hair, the Hlue Eagles’ wide receiver-
defensive back led the Ohio Valley in pass reeeiving yards his last two seasons and ended
his career with 81 catches for 1434 yards snd 16 touchdowns in regutar season piay. In
his semior season, Magnolia went 10-2 with a state Class AA munserap finish to
Ravensweod.

e teamed with Magnolia's all-state guarterback Brian Book to Jead the W, Va. All-
Stars to a victory over Okio in the anmual OVAC All-Star gane m Whceling [sland,

Tn hasketball, the guard averaged 19 points a game and camed all-state honors after the Blue Eagles were
state “AA" runnerup to Gary,

Iz baschal, the outfielder batted 352 and completed his all-star trifecta with All-Valley, and all-state
honors in three spons.

Recruited for foothall by Marshiall, West Virginia, Virginia Tech, Pitt and Penn State, the 5-11, 175-pounder
signed early with WVU, but optad for Marshall where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four
strnight years end set school reconds with 168 catches for £.954 yards and 14 TD%s, His teception total ranked,
gt the time, eighth among all-tine NCAA Division [ receivers. Stanting four years, bie set a then-NCAA recond
by catching passes in 42 straight games. He broke the mark set by Heisman Trophy winner Johany Rodgers
from Nebraska, Automobile bumper stickers supporting the police showed up at ﬁcm games, where they had
a different meaning. They read: T Love the Fuzz” The team co-captain was a two-time All-America honor-
able mention choice and a first team National Independent All-Star bonoree.

Fillicz also was selected as the state Amatenr Athlete of the Year in 1976, In §985, he was inducted into the
Marstiall Athletic Hall of Fame, Filliez currently resides in Delaware, Obio.

Lance Meh] (atniete - 19709

Lance Meh! (Beflaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for
the Big Rexls, Mehl was also an All-Valley foatball linebacker and baseball first base-
man as well as a center in basketbatl.

He eamext All-Okio foutbalk henors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serviig as co-
captain of the 1975 team which went 9-1. He played in the Ohio North-South game in
Calumbus and tumed in a sparkling defensive cffort far the South pll-stars.

Recruited by Penn State University for football, he was cited by coach Joc Paterno
andt defensive coondinator Jerry Sandusky as “one of the best inside linebackers™ ever
1o play for ‘Lincbacker U".

Meht was the leading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Nittany Lion feans which bowed
to Afabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bowl and prabably cost PSU from being declared natiotial champion, I that
game, he fed Lion defenders with 17 stops, including 1§ unassisted tackles.

After that jeaior season, he was named the “Man of the Year™ by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
and is one of onky three college athletes to reccive that honor.

The PSU defensive co-vaptain also led the Lions in tackies as a senior snd eamed second team All
America honors by The Associated Press and United Press International.

Mehil was drafted in the NFL's third round by the New York Jets and played nine years before his career
was cut short with a recumring knee itjury.

He was the Jets” leading defender from 1982-86 before a knee injury. The Jets” defensive signal-caller
recorded 172 total taskles (103 sotos and 67 assists) in 1984 In 1983, he intercepted seven passes and picked
off 15 career intercepticns,

Mehl was selected to the Pro Bowl after the 1985 season when be recorded 115 tackles, 43 assists and
shree pass interpeptions.

After his NTL career ended, he rettiened to the Ohia Valley and resides in St. Clairsville.

Dee Davis (Athtete - 1980s)

Deg Davis (Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1981}, The first OVAC gisls” ath-
lete to earn first e ASL-W, Va, honors three times set Chio Valley and state scosing
records which remain on the books after a quarter of a century. Overall, she set three
OV and three W. Va, scoring standards.

A throe-year Wheeting Park standout, she seored 4 schaol recard £ 854 points includ-
ing 716 for a 32.5 average #s a senjor. She was named state "Player of the Year” and
captain of the Class AAA all-state team for the 1980 season. She scored a school-recard
55 points vs. Weirton Madonna and set a state tournament Class AAA scoring record
whiclt reains on the boeks after 27 years. She tallied 43 points vs, Creenbrier East as
a sophomore in 978, In two state tournament games that year, she scored 76 points
including 13 of 14 free throws,

Diavis led Park to a state Class AAA runner-up spot as @ senior when she nlso chasted 14 steals, 71 sssists
and 87 rebownds. After the season, she was MV in the stale North-Scuth game whese she scared 30 points.
She cammed All-America mention in Streer & Smith’s and Converse magazines.

At Park, Davis also starred as a pitcher-shortstop on the first varsity seftball tzams and eamed zll-state
recognition from the W. Va, Coaches Associalion.

She signed a basketball scholarskip to Tennessee Tech where she played for two seasons before finishing
her callepe career at West Virginia University. It her two seasons with the Mountainesss, she served as eam
co-captain in 1986 with Greorgeann Wells, the first woman to dunk in a college basketball game. In Davis®
junior season, WV reconded its second-ever 20-win season with a 20-10 mask.

She atso played basketball with a U.S. All-Star team in England and scored 150 points for 4 21.4 average,
- Davis has compleied ber 13th yoar s head girs’ baskethat] coach at her alma mater Park. She hay grided
the Patriofs into six state toumaments and wor back-to-back Class AAA championships i 199349 and
became zheﬁil':r?; female to win the all-spons “OVAC Coach of the Year™ award. The Wheeling tesident also
coaches sofibalf,

Brian Swisher (Athlete - 19805)

Brian Swisker (Sistersville High School, Class of 1982). The 5-7, 145-ponnd
dynama became the first three-tine first 1eam AL-W. Va, foothall hoaoree in Fyler
County as he led Sistersville High ta back-to-back state Class A championships in 1980
and '81.

Swisher led the Tigers 1o a 13-0 record in 1981 as he set an Ohic Valley and W, Va,
record for scoring by a lineman with 26 touchdowns {receiving, mshing, returns) and
156 points. He was runger-up for the Kennedy Award as state player of the year and
was acconled the Hunt Award gs state Lineman of the Year.

He set seasan and career pass receiving marks ine the Ohio Valley and averaged 39.2
yards on kickofT retums and 20,2 yards on punt retins. He also was luctive on end-around nushing plays.

Swisher, who set an OV recond by catching passes in 36 consecutive games — every game he started, His
carger repular season totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yards and 23 TDs.

He led the OV in regular season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yards on 47 catches) and 1981 (906
vards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As 2 sophomore, he landed 20 pastes for 582 yands,

Swisher was a three-time AN-OVAC and All-Vafley honome as well as all-West Virginia three times.

In the spring, be competed in track as a 100 and 200-meter sprinter, long jumper and relay member. He
won eight individual medals in three state Class AA meets — o first in the 100 g a sophomore, six seconds
and 2 third, and was a member of 4 first place 4x 100 relfay team. He tied a state meet AA 100-meter recond
with a £0.9-second mark in the 1981 trials.

e signed a football scholarship with Marshall University anud played four seasons, including three years
as a starting wide receiver. He Faded 106 passes Trom 1982-85 for £,617 yards nnd 14 touchdowns. He was
Marshall’s leading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and three scores. He also was a Herd track
sprinter.

Swisher cumrently resides in Lewis Center, Ohio.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Joey Galloway (Athiete - 19905)

ay (Bellaire High School, Class of 1990}, This Big Reds’ fous-sports per-
former has euﬂ{eﬂ on the prep, collegiate and professional tevels.

The mercury-heeled wide receiver was an All-Ghio pridder for coach John Magistzo
before a & ing career at Ohic State University. Afler his Scasleit & Gray days,
E:;laway wn3 a first round draft pick by the Seattle Seshuwks of the Nationai Foothall

e,
éa]laway resvoide the Do Valley recond boaks for pass neceiving yards with 2,332 and

Joey Gallow:

touchdown iong with 27. He ended with |08 career catches. The 5-@ explosive game-
treaker belped lead the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A football title mmuf{ , pla'ﬁ;uf an
integral role in the 9-1 campaign. He landed 43 passes for 973 yards and 13 TDs all.

Gullowsty was # three-time AIFOVAC and All-
M a5 a senior.

In busketball, ie was jost as dominating as agx}im guard. Galloway Was a starier for three straight OVAC
champienship teams for coach Gene Ammirante. He eamed All-OVAC, All-Valley and All-Ohio horors.

The springtime saw Galloway serve the Big Reds 25 an infielder on the baseball dizmond, but it was on the
nEal where: he made an even bigger impart. Gatioway claimed the state Division 1 100-meter and 200 state sprint
titles as a senior.

The Bellaire Bullet then took his amazing aihlete skills fo Columbus, staming for John Coeper on the grid-
iron. He was honored as an All-Big Ten wice receiver as a junior—a season in which helﬂ'abbed 47 passes for
946 yards, His career fotals at Ohio State were 108 receptions for F894 yards and [9 TDs. Galloway finished
with'2,754 all-purpose yurds and was the team’s co—ggain in 1994, He was an All-Big Ten Academic honores
in 1491, 1993 and 1994‘ while eamed 1he National Football Foendation Scholarship in 1994, He eamned s degree
in business/marketing,

Cialloway was the EiE!lth overall pick in the 1994 NFL Draft. He played five seasons with the Seahawks, caich-
fng 2831133525 for 4457 yands 37 TDs. In his best season in , he collared 72 passes for 1,049 yards
and 12 . He left Seatile for the Dallas Cowboys und is now a member of the Tampa Bay Buecaneers,

ley honore and was pamed AS-Ohio second team in Division

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Matt Gandio (Athlete - 19905)

Matt Gaudio (Brooke High School, Class of 1991). This fluid athlete dominated
the West Visginia prep hardwood as he was a four-year starter for the Brains.

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. Va. “Player of
the Year™ as well as the Gatorade state “Player of the Year™ in 1991, The 6-7 forward
paced Brooke to records of 194, 224, 16-T and 18-7 for a four-year career imdark of
7522,

Gaudio was a two-time afl-state Class AAA honoree and twice named to the all-
state tournzment teame. He averaged 17.9 points and 190.1 rebounds as a sophemore
wod foliowed that up with & state Class AAA-bast 24.8 scaring norm as 2 junior while
averaging 11 rebounds.

Gaudio capped his superh prep carcer with a brilliast senior campaign. He averaged 24,3 paints and
grabbed 13.4 rebounds 1o repeat as A-OVAC, All-Vatley and All-W. Va. honars while being aceorded
honorable mention All-America. He was the first Bruin to earn first team all-state in boys” baskethball.
Giaudio suepassed the 1,000 mask in career points (1.874) and career rebounds (1,108}, both Bruin reconds,

He optzd to contipue his scademic and athletic career at Penn State University, where he was plagued
by chronic back pritems which required surgery. In spite of the medical woes. Gaudin endured to jurn
in a solid carcer, During his redshint sophomore season, he averaged 9.4 poeiats and 4.7 rebounds o game
and was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Inspirational Player Award,

The following year, he served as student coach while comgleing his liberal arts degree with
an emphasts on architecture. He returned to play as a senior and was second on the team in scoring with
# 13.1 averzged while cotlected 6.4 rebounds a game dusing a 21-7 record season.

Cal Giffin (OVAC ‘Family”)

Cal G{o"m (Bellaire High School, Class of 1947). One of the legendary fipures
involved ﬂw_slpun of hig‘il school track snd cross country in the OVAC,

During bis 17 years employed as a teacher and coech in the Bellairs City School
Distriet, Giffin was oe of the fouaders and the director of the fanied Bellaire Relzys.
During its 5Z-year history, the Bellaire Helays attracied many of Ohio's grestest athletes
to the Nelsan’ Field. A¢ ‘ane time, the Bellgire Relays was recognized as the second-
fargest track event in the Buckeye State. His teams won five OVAC and district track
chanpionships. During &is reign, the Big Reds wor 58 dual/triangular track meets. Also
while at Bellainz, he served s an assistant coach in football and basketball, :

Giffis’s time-consuming work and contgibutions to the Qhio Valley Aikletic
Conference included 3 sean as president (1973-74} and commissioner of the foothall and basketbal officiafs.
He directed many major GVAC track meets and to honor his efforts, the Jeague championskips in track and
field were renamed as the OVAC Cal Giffin Classic. He was a member of the Eastern Distnct of the Ohio
Athletic Beard, the Ohio High School Coaches Association. the Ohio Foothalf Coaches Association and the
Natioanl Collegiate Track and ¥ield Coaches Association. He was voted into the Ohio State Track Couaches
Hall of Fame in 1972. Giffin was presented two awards of merit from the DHSAA and, following his death in
1975, he was selected for 4 posthumous Alumni Achievement Award by West Liberty Stute College, Giffin
served ke Eastern Ohio Coaches Associniion s president ng well us being the state vice president for the Ohio
Association of Track Coaches.

Athletically, Cal was a three-spont letterman (football, baskeiball and irack) at Bellaire High. He played on
the first Biy Reds” footbalt team to win an OVAC chismpionship ﬁg;tﬁ), He also playes) 1n the Ghio-West
Virginda All-Star Football Game in 1947, Giffin's career also l2d him o the Magins Schoel District
where he was the supervisor of elementary and secondary education. From there, he became the principal of
St. Clairsville High Schocel and later served as superintendent of 1he 5t. Clairsville-Richfand Schoot Districe,
He received his B.A. in Education from West Libesty in 1951 and his Master of Asts Degree in school admin-
istration from WYU in 1967,

Ron Mauack (ovac ‘Family”)

Ron Mauck (B eﬁ&ﬁ High School, Class of 1938}, Educatar, admsnistrater, com-
munity dader, Mases peen director of the OVAC Wrestlisg Tournamest, one of the
lergest high school events of its kind in the entire country, since 1979, This hiphly-regard-
ed Championship was renamed as the Roa Mauck OVAC Wiestling Toumament in .
AJ)U?:] of the late George Kovalick, an QVAC Hall of Famer and considensd to be the
patriarch of high school weesler in the Olie Valley, Mauck also established the confer-
ence's duak meet championship standings in 1971 and directed five W.Va, state tourca.
mests at the Wheeling Civie Cepter {now WesBanco Arena), Three times, he seeved os a
volunteer on the for NAILA and NCAA Division IE championskips (hosted by West
Liberty State College) held in Wheeling. In addition so his duties with the conference mat

tourtmest, was & leng-time member of the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-

Star Foothall Classic. He was assistant pame director and later served as pame direcior from 1993 through [958,
The Bridg: High and West Liberty State Colle%e praduate, who eamed his master's in safety education,

began his teaching and coaching career in 1965 at Follanshes High Schoo! where he staried the school's varsé-

ty wrestling ram and coacked the school’s only individual state chaspion (Lou Daly). While at Follansbee,
auck coached John Craig, a first-time wrestler 83 4 Senlor in 1963 who went on to bécome an Al American

at West Liberty and later was une of the area’s outstanding coaches before becoming an adiinisirator, When the
coasolidated Brooke H‘i)gh School opened in 1968, Ron was named 10 coach the wiestling team where he tutored
the Bruins' first West Virginia mat champ in Jim Suddoth. Before retiringenﬂu & 34-year career in education,
Muuck served Brooke s director of the sehools Driver’s Fducation Bepartment, Physical Plant Director,
Assistant Athletic Director and Athletic Director. In addition 1o Raving the OVAC Wrestling Toumament
repamed in his honor, Mauck also was é:msenu:d the “Mr. Mat” Award In 1985, He was named the W, ¥a.
‘Wiesiting Coaches Man of the Year {E987); and received recogaition awards from the Upper Chin Valley
Dapper Dan Ciub (1985 and 19973 W, Va. Athletic Director of the Year (1995). Mauck twice was selecied
‘Warwood Lions Citizen of the Year, winner of the H.V, Corcoran, Sr. Award (2001} and o member of he Brocke
County Wall of Fame (2006), He is past president of the W, Vi, Safety Association, the Bridgepori Alumwi and
‘Warwood fanior High Athletic Association.

Boyd Nelson (Medts)

Hoyd Nefson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1945), Nelson spent 48 years us 8
Egntﬂgmplwr wilh The Times Leader in Martins Ferry, Fellow staffers and friends
ve celled him a pioneer, 2 legend and, perhaps, the greatest goodwill ambassador
in the newspaper’s history. His wark behind the camera, accordsng to many area high
school coachies, help bring the sports word alive to the readers of The Times Leoder.
Nelsan, a quiet, unassumisg man, lzt his camerz o his tatking for him. No assign-
meat was too big nor ton meniat for Nelson, whe had the opportunity to take pictures
of seven U.5. presidents from Harry Truman though Rpuum,ﬁs‘,agan. Netson chrogni-
cled nearly every major haﬁpenénit}unughml the Ohio Valley and way a familiar
and much-welcome f:i]::e at high school, cotlege and professional games and matches
from the start of his career in the late 19405 untit his retirement in 1988, As was pointed out at the time of
his death in 2603, there wase’t a gymnasium, foctball field or baseball diamond in The Timey Leader’s cov-
eruge area where Nelson didn’t capture the axa[]:loils of athletes of nlf ages and nbikities, Among the future
Em essional greats he covered incladed bascball halk of famers Phil Niekre and Bill Mazeroski; basketbatl
all of famer John Havlicek, Joe Niekro, Tim Spencer, Olymgic wrestler and coach Bobby Douplas and
Allan Borayak, just a to mention a few.
Boyd’s devotion to his werk also made him a role moded and an inspiration ko aspiring snd seasonex pho-
:S'gﬂpfmrx alike. Nelson shunned the limelight throughout his life despite the urgings of co-workers and
irers to eoter his pictares in stasewide competition. As  result, he was bypassed for many awards that
easily would have come his way. However, United Press Tnsernational began presenting awards to newspa-
g:r and magazine photographers in the early 1970s and the very first honosea was none other than Boyd
elson. When The Times Leader published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book was dedi-
cated w0 Nelson, 4 lifefong Belmont County resident., He beFan his caresr followiog a stint i the U5, Navy.
He served u stint in the Philippines during World War I, After retuming home, Nelson attended Ohia
University for a year. However, after being hired as a surmer intern by The Times Leader, be never retwmed
16 college and mak photegraphy his lifetine profession,

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (Coaches)

Paul “Bud” Rilliard (Wellsburg High Schoo!, Class of 1959). Head coach ot Brooke
High School flor 23 seasons (1979-2001) where he compiled a record of 185 wins, 79
defeats snd 1 tie, During this span, Billiard's Bruins won three West Virginia Class
AAA state championships — 1985, 1987 and 1990, His 1987 usd '90 powethouses
recorded perfect record seasons and both were nationally mnked. The 1987 tzam fin-
ished 25th in the country while the 1990 squad ended up i 23ad place. In 1994, Brooke
also ended the camnpaign with a F0-0 record but Jost in the state playoffs. Fifteen of his
23 Bruin teams participated in the post-season playoffs and seven made the state cham-
E’mnship game. Alse, Billiard coached the preen and pold to seven OVAC Clazs AAAA

ivision championshigs. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star
Foothall es and in three West Virginia North-South Games. He was smong the founding members and
past president of the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association for whom he also was chainman of the

ug's annual awards dismer. He also assisted in organizing the OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights.
illiard's Brocke coacking career alsa included eight yerrs as an assistant in foothall, two years as a wrestling
assistant, six years as head wrestling coach and three years as bead track coach. Prior to Brooke, he spent
four years as an assistant in football 1 Wheeling Central, two years as a volunieer assistant in wresiling and
three years as head track coach.

While atteruizng Wellsbarg High School, be played four years of fontball and lettered three genrs. serving
a5 leam captain in 1938, He played busebull three L earning twor letters, At West Liberty State College,
Billiand was a four-year varsity letterman in football playing on the offensive and defensive fnes, After
his junior season, he earned first-team All-WVIAC laurcls.

Amang his awards are: Ohio Valley, OVAT and West Virginia Coach of the Year; U Ohio Valley
Bapper {Yan Man of the Year; Cad Hamill Coaching Award; Stcubenvilie Moose Lodge Coach of the Year;
‘West Libesty State College Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Otiio Valley Footha#l Coaches Hall of Fame inductee;
H.V. Corcoran Sr. Awm.% for the Broeke foothall program bringing national attention to the Ohio Valley; and
a 2005 recipient of the West Vieginia Athletic Coaches Association’s Retired Coaching Award.

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Coaches)

Richarid "Lefty” Hall {Bumesville High Schoot, Class of 1959), Half was ope of
the most successful tvo-sport coaches (basebalt/poll) in OVAC kistory, compiting 4
whopging 1,16 victories over a 34-year span.

He began his basebali coaching career at Powhatan High School for a year before
saking the same post at St, Clairsville High Schoeol. In his 33 yours with the Red
Devils (E969-2001), his teams amassed an outstanding 515-324 record,

With “Eefty” cafling the shots from the dugout, St. Clairsville won seven OVAC
championships and made five Dhio High School Athletic Association regional tour-
nament appearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and £997). The Red Devils advanced
ta the state tournament “Final Four” in 1997, St. Clairsville alse won five Eastern Ohio Basehall League
titles under Hall's guidance.

Hatl as named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from the Eastern
District three times, 1990, 1995 und 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno All-Star
Series in 1997, A true baseball “junkie,” Hall was inducted inio the Ohio High Scheol Baseball Coaches
Halil of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame “Man of the Year” in 1999,

Hall conched six players who signed professional baseball contracts, the list including Geory Cradt,
Gene Caftane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik snd Joe Dudek.

Int golf, “Lefiy"” coached St. Clairsville for 27 years (1974-2000} , finishiag with a 602-123 record, He
had three unbeaten teanss and also tutored three sguads that xdvanced 10 the Ohio state tourmament. The
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf champlonships.

Hall, a life-tong resident of Barnesville, fettered in baseball and wack while performing for the
Shamrocks, He gradaated from Ohio University.
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Warren Pagh (omicals)

Warren “Nookie” Pugh l(h““: Liasly School, Class of 1920). The Wheeling Island
resident who died in 1983 at the age of 81 served the coaching and officiating profession
vcrx well ond also was an outstanting contributor to his committee.

s an official, Pugh scrved as a football and basketball referee for over 40 years. In
foothall, he worked in both high school and coflege, including the West "Virginia
Intercollesiate Athletic Conference and West Vitginia University, Pitt and Penn State. A
hasketball official for more than 49 , Pugh officiated high'school and college con-
tests. In 1933 and 1934, he worked fhe entine West Virginia state high school 1hiat]
toumament, his partners bemEIJUdg: Paul Camilletti the fisst year and Dink Westfali the
second year, Pugh and John Gott of Blucficld biew the whisife for all 11 parmes of the
first WYIAC tournament keld in $933 ot Fairmont. Pugh served as president of both the .
Ohia Valley Boand of Football and Basketbalt Officials. He also was the referee of the famedt Bellaire Relays
for many years and was later named os the meet's honorary referee. He was alse honored for bis service by
Shadyside Relays and the West Virginia Secondary Schodt Activities Commission, Pagh conducted officials’
chnigsin scvm¥sponsnndwmc: a nnwan series on officiating. Pugh also was 2 Red Cross instructor in water
safety and life-saving for over 50 years. nE;yomh, he was recognized as a tri-siate divin&_cham ion and was
knowyn to many le in th:lmgﬂfnr diving off the SLE%Ensim Bridge into the Ohio River. rioemed
that feat for ihe first time on Labor Day during the state fair held when he was a teennger, He repeated that dive
o s¢ oibser neeasians during his youth. He coached swimming at his alma enater The Linsly School for
n ree s, guidin, d  ittcloding 23 in a row,

carly three decades, guiding the Caféts to 26 OVAC hmglgon,slups itcluding 25
Pugh was also & tremeadous athlete, especially as n football player. He ai Alderson-Broaddus Cole

in Phulippi for two years and Flayrul foatha] before transferring to Davis & Elkins College where was a stellar
fuilhack and center for Hatl of Fame Coach Cam Henderson. Since cligibility rukes never really existed in those
days, Pugh played four years at D&E. His community service included IS years as Wheeling's Recreation
Director, 1w terms as Ohio Cnux;szhanf and sxxsgmrs a3 an Ohia County missioner, Pagh was induct-
ed into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame {£980), the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hail of Fame (1984) an
now the Ghio Valley Athlene Conference Hall of Fame.

Bob Gain (Atiete - 19405)

Bob Gain (Weir High School, Class of 1947).  An all-time great on the high school,
coflege and pyofessional fevels, he started his foothall career for the Red Riders and
twice eamed first team All-OVAC honors as a lineman and was honored on the 1946 All-
W.Va. selections,

In 1969, he was selected as & ‘Modem Em” defensive tackle on an All-Time Ohio
Valley foothall tenm selected by The [nteiligencer newspaper. En 2005, he was honored
on an All-Time W.Va. high schoel team selected by The Fairmont Times newspaper.

At Weir High, he was the largest sll-state honoree at 6-2, 210-pounds and was a two-
way tackle as well ss handling punting and kickoff dutics. His [ate coach Carl Hamll
never singled out his best Red Hider football product but always started his list with Gain, a four-year starter
and his most honored protégs.

Gain is regarled as the greatest lineman in University of Kentucky, where he was a three-time All.
Soutkeastern Conference botoree and & two-time first team All-Asmerica choice in 1949 and 1950, Ay a sen-
ior, he won the Outland Trophy as the ration’s outstanding linerman, the first from the SEC su hosored, and
ane of only twe from the Ohlo Valley. The other Outfand Trophy honoree was the University of lowa’s Calvia
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant at Kentucky, the Wildcats were
33-10-2 in Gain's four seasons and he was co-captain of the 10-1 record tearn that upset national champion
Oklzhoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl. Gain was the Na. 5 choice - the highest ever for an OVAC athleie — in
the first round of the 1951 NFL Dxalt by the Green Bay Packers, However, ke opted for Citaws in the CFL
befare starting & 12-year NFL career with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was a starter on
three NFchamfiunsbip teams under Jegendary coach Paul Brown in 1934, 1955 and 1964.

The Clevetand area resident has been inducted into seven Halls of Fame — Colfege Football, West Virgittia
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akron Halls aad Clevelsnd
Browas’ Legends Hail.

Phil Niekro (ablcte - 19565

Phil Niekro {(Bridgeport High School, Class of 1957}, The Baseball Hall of Famer got
his athletic start with the Bulldogs where he was a three-sport petformer. Besides base-
ball, he was a football end and baskesball forward and a teammare of feliow OVAC Halt
of Famer John Havlicek,

Nicknamed “Knucksie” beeause of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he learned
from his father, Niekro was a four-year Bulldog pitcher with # 17-1 career tecord. His
only Joss was 1-0 to Tiltoasville in 1954, his freshman year, whea fellow Baschall and
OVAC Hall of Famer Bilt Mazeroski hit the game-winring home nm. The 1955 Bulldog
tearn shared the East Dhio League title with Martins Ferry. In a 9-4 Ohio sectional tour-
nament win aver St. John's, Niekro won the game in relief and belted a two-run single. Bridgeport, however,
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, a tcam twice defeated by the Bulidogs, In 1956, Nigkro and the Bulldags
defeated Steubenville Contral, 7-1, in the Class A district toumament after sectional wins over Barnesville and
St. Clairsville, Bridgepor bowed to East Liverpool in the district finals. As a senjor, Niekro tossed a four-hit-
ter and struck out 10in a 4.2 win over Stenhenville Centrat for the OVAC Ohic-side title. He ealicr hurled an
8-2 win over East Liverpool in the Class AA distriet semifinals, Unbeaten Steubenville Central halted
Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals.

Niekro, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion team and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, was
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a 3300 boaus at a 1958 tyout carap in Bellaire,

in 1964, be started a 24-yoar major league carcer with the Braves, New York Yankees, Clzveland Indians

and Toronto Bloe Jays, He had a 388-274 career record while appearing in 864 games and striking owt 3342

batters, eightt: on the sil-time charts. He hurled a no-hitter and won five Gold Gloves and was named to five
All-Star teams. The Braves honored hins by erecting a bronze statue In front of their home stadiim and, in
1997, he was inducted into the Bascball Hali of Fame. He resides in the Atlantz area.

Lee Patrone (Amete - 19505 -

Lee Patrone {Bellaire High School, Class of 1956), For 50 years, Patrone was the alt-
time leading career scorer in Big Reds’ history with 1,842 points in three seasons, He led
Bellaire High to three straight sectional titles with won-lost matks of 184, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.9 points per game eachi season. His 27.1 point career
average remains a school recond. .

The two-time first team A-OVAC honoree, and an Al-Ohio fisst eam honores by
The Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 career games over
20 peints, including 221 23 as a senior, and be had 28 straight games in which he scored
st least 20 points.

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 195, including his final game while playing with ant injured led
egainst Martins Ferry in the district toumament title game. Ferry prevailed, 9E-87, while surviving a limping
Patrone’s heroics. Earlier, against o Bridgepon tcam featuring Basketball and OVAC Hall of Famer Joln
Havlicek, he converted 25 goals. His 299 goals in a season remains a school standard.

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guard enrolied at West Virginia University in 1957 and led
the 1958 freshiman team in scoring with a 20-point nerm. A member of the 1959 NCAA runner-tp teastt led by
All-American Jerry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoving with a 14.2 per game nom: and was
narmed ta three all-tournament reams: NCAA rogional, Southern Conference and Usiversity of Rentucky. A
Virginia spertswriter described him as “good enough to be cocky and cocky enough to be pood”

As a senior, he was a third team Ali-America honoree by Helms Foundation, He ended his career with £ 028
points — then seventh best in WVL history.

After graduation, he tsught and coached five seasons at Wintersville High School where his first 1969 team
went }4-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. After retiring, ke relocated to his current home in Flodda.

Bob Hummel (Athlete - 1960

Bok Hammell (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966), This 6 €. 3 was B
scoring machine for Moundsvilie High School before taking his vast hoop talents to West
Virginia University.

Hummell finished his steliar four-year prep cereer with 1,941 points, good for a 226
per game average, That average still ranks sisth among Class AAA players in the state.

Hlis senior year was one for the record books at the Marshafl County schoof, He poured
in R97 points in 25 games for a 339 average, which is tied for the highest average in
Class AAA archives.

Moreover, his scoring antics translated into team success as Moundsville finished as
state Funnesup in Class AAA, the school's first state final since 1920, Hummelt torched
Richwoodd for 45 markers in the siate semifinal game. He establistied the Moundsville single-game scorin,
mark with 53 poins in & win against Follansbes. Hummell was chosen as the West Virginia "Player of the i
hy the Morgantown Teuchdows Club while also being named captain of the Class AAA all-state team, all-
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All-America. He also was a top-notch baseball player for Moundsville, earning
second-2cam all-state Bunots oy a pitcher,

Following his glorious stay at Moundsville, Humme!l joined the WV hoop squad and he wasted no time in
making his presence felt. Hummell led the WU frosh team in scoring with a 24.2 average, including a 45 -
point outburst egainst Maryland and 41 against Duguesnse. In those days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA
ales from playing on the varsity level,

He went on to average 12.9, [5.5 and 14,0 peints a pame the following three scasons, all of which he served
the Mountaineers as a starter. Hummel was the team’s captain bi serior season.

Hummell totaled 1,137 points in his WVU career, placing kim seventh in school annals at the time his career
ended in 1970, he was an adept free thmw shooter, hitting at an B0.7 clip for his carcer. Hummell — whe had
14 games of 20 or more points — was selected to the £966.75 all-time EVVU hoop team.

Harry Wilson (Athete - 1960s)

Harey Wilson (Steubenville High School, Class of 1963), This fonmer Big Red ster
ranks with the elite running backs in OVAC history.

His gridizon career at Steabenville was nothing shont of spectacalar. His ability to
carry the footbafl took him 1o a starring role #1 the University of Nebraska and a short
stint wizh the NFL's Phifadelphia Eagles.

The 5 ft. 11, 190-pounder was also a safety and kick mturmer for Big Red, but
1ushing the football is what Wilson did best.

He carried the Big Red to a 9-1 mark his senior scason, & cartepaigm in which the
Jefferson County chatpes pocketed a prized 14-8 win ever heralded Massillon. Wilson
paced the Ohlo Valley in both rushing yards and scoring with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23
former standard is a moderna day school reord for o 10-game campaign,

His achievements gamered him Ohio “Back of the Yeas” designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA,
which was the targest class back then, He was named first teams all-Ohio and a Scholastic Coach All-American.
Witson was almost as dominating his junior year. The “Steubenville Stomper™ rushed for 1,586 vards and
scored 28 touchdowns and 168 points in 10 games. He was selected first team all-Ohio by AP as a safety while
2is0 earning all-OVAC and all-Valley laurels.

Wilson — whe was lso nicksamed “Lighthorse™ - enjoyed a sparkling carcer at Nebraskn. He led the
Cornhuskers in rushing his junior end senior seasons, finishing his career with 1,702 yards and a stelfar 5 [} per
camy aversge.

He was named unanimous all-Big Eight as a senior and honorable mention All-America by UPE. He has the
distinction of playing in three major bow] games —Cotion, Orange and Sugar.

After his playing days in Lincoln, Wilson was selected in the third round of the 1967 NFL. draft by the
Eagles. He spent three years with the feam as a backup nunning back and kick setumer.

touchdowns. The

Ed Burgy (Atslete - 19705

. iEd Burgy (Bellsire High Schol, Class of 1971?. "This former Big Heds® star remains
the measuring for prep baschall greatness in the Ohic Valley.

While alsu starting in foothall and baskethalt ot the Gucmscly Street schiool, Burgy
distinguished himself as arguably the premier prep ba_scba]!lﬁ ayer in OVAC annals,
While his baseball statistics are staggering, he asccomplished them in just three scasons
as Bellaire High did not start a baseball program until Burgy's sophomore seasos.
Known for his averpowering pitching prowess, Burgy was also a tremeadous shortsto;
and powerful hitter. Burgy etched his named in Bellaire High, Ohio Valley and OHS
record bocks. The three-year All-Valley first-team honoree completed his prep career
with a 20-5 recond, still the most wins éver by a Big Heds® pitcher. He owns the career
strikenut mask with 326 (in just 175 innings) nd the singlo-season sttikeout standard of
128, While possessing nearfy-unhittable heat, ke aiso ovwned great control. The talented ri
just 31 batters in his career dnd went eight strafght games without issuing a base on balls. He out state
secopds with a minuscule .13 ERA for o scason and an 0.63 ERA for a career. His thind OHSAA recond was
for hurling 16 shutouty. Bu%y also sct an Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts in a [{-inning no-hitter
versus River. He was olso a dendly hitter, Burgy owns Bellzire High records for hits in a game (655, tiples in
4 season (B) and carger triples {32},

Burgy also was a stellar, four-year football performer for coaches Rudy Shuskey and Jake Ofsavsky, He was

a slashm(ﬁmnningbauk util his zenior season. (Hsavsky opted to switch ?ﬁy 1o guarierback, a move that paid
hig dividends, Bu%hclpext guide the Reds to an B-1-1 season, Josing only to Marietta (i24) while tying
intersville (093, He was joined In the backficld by Ron Lee, who went'on to fame with WVLJ and th
Baltimore Colts. Burgy wis a multi-talented hoopster. Starting for three seasuns, ke Emred in 1,197 points, &
total that still ranks seventh on the alt-tlime school scoring canl. It was second only fo legendary Lee Patrone
when Burgy hung up the Big Red sneakers. He was a first-team All-Valley Big School honoree fis sophornore

aad junior seasoss. He exploded in his senior campaiga for a 21.7 pey pame average.

Burgy was a sixth-round draft cheice of the New York Mets and spent three years in the Mets” farm system
%r)sg in ‘Y/‘lrg'znia foliowed by a stop in Pompang (Fla.) and Memphis, He had 13 wins in one season and anncd

in one game.

ht-hander walked

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 19705)

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High School, Class of £976). He is at the top of the list
when it comes $o distance ninning as a four-time Ohio state champion who set countless
mzet, vatley and schook reconds along the way.

En cinss country, Smith was a three-time AL-Ohioan (1473, *74 and '75), capturing
first place ot the state meet in both his junior (9:43.0) and senior {9:33 4) seasoas after
placing seventh (10:05.0) as o sophomore. His time in £975 was the state record ot the
time.

As both a juaior and senior, he also finished first in the sectionad, district, OVAC zndt
Belment Coumy meets and finished undefeated both years, As a sophomore, be was
second in the sectional, districs and county meet and thind in the OVAC,

He was a three-time All-Eastern District and Afl-Vatley honoree in eross country as well,

In track, Smith exrned All-Ohio status 1wo times (1975, *76), winning the state championship in the two-
mile run both years. He posted a time of 9113, ag a senior after winning in 9:31.1 as a funior. He also placed
seventh a1 the state event a3 a sophomore (92:39.9),

He finished first in the sectional and district tmects all thres years, winning the county event twice and
finishing as runner-up ence. I OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile run and finksbed thid in the B80-
vard run s a senior; and ceptured the twa-mile run as both a sophomore and junior.

Smith garered All-Eastern District and AL-Vabley laurels three times in track.

St the two sposts ot Marting Feery, Smith was part of four undefeated teams, three sectional and strict
chnmpionship teams, one OVAC championship tcam and three OVAC munner-up teams,

Smith was also a long-time competitor in most area road saces, including severaf years as the top local
runser in the Elby's Distance Race (now the Ogden 20K Classic).

59




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Wendy Baker (Athlete - 19505)

Wendy Roker (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1984). A twe-sport standout for
the Lady Potiers, excelling in both basketbal] and sofiball.

On the court, she was a four-year varsity performer, beceming the fisst player in
school history §r exceed 1,000 career points, finishing with 1,127 tailies. As 4 senior,
she averaged 21.5 points per game, Baker also excelled defensively, posting 29F career
steals includieg 135 as a eenier.

As a senior, she was & second team all-Obio Division I sclection who was selected 1o
play in the McDonald's All-Sier Classic in Columbus, She was also QVAC Class 4-A,
Distzict 5, Bivision [ and All-Colembiana County “Player of the Yea™, She was also an
Al-OVAL and All-Easiera District first team choice a8 2 junior and an all-District honorsble
pick as a sophomore,

On the diamond, Bakee's carcer pitching numbess included 49 victories and 226 strikeouts and 400-plus
hatting sversge. Her senior season nombers included a lofty 477 average wlong with some impressive
pitching numbers - 19 victories, §17 strikeouts and a 0.54 ER A, She bated 483 as a junicr with 32 RBI
and had 1} pitching wins, registering ik and a 1.77 ERA, As a sophomore, she hit 422,

Baker's softball atl-star bonors included two-time AlROhio (first team as a seaior, second team 25 a
Jjunior}; and iwo-time ANl-OVAC Class 4-A.,

She attended Wheeling College and played busketball for bwo seasona, scoring 882 points und pesting 182
steals during that time. She gained first team AlE-West Virginia Intercollegiste Athletic Conference bonors as
a sophomore after gaining honoeble mention as a freshman,

mention

Dennis Swearingen (Athicie - 19505)

Dennly Swearingen (Marting Ferry High Schoel, Class of 1982). He samed 10
varsity letters in four sposts, making Bis biggest marks in football and basketball,

In footbail, he was A three-year feterman s starting quanerback/defensive back,
amassing 1,616 yards passing und 850 yards nushing while leading the Purple Riders
to # combined 21-9 record, ineluding 4 spotless 10H) smark Ia his sophomore season,
Ferry's first perfect record in 20 years. On defense, he was credited with 125 1ackles
and kad 11 pass interceptions. R was a two-tisie first team AP All-Ohio Class AA
defensive back, eaming second tean all-star honors from UP both years as well. He. B
glst gamered first teant Al-OVAC Class AAA, All-Eastern Disirict Class AA and Al ;
Valley honors twice. Follewing his semjor season, Sweavingen was pamed a
Centennasy Prep All-American, an U Ohio Vatley Dapper Dan Chib special hororee and
the OVALT Charity Afl-Star Footbal Game.

In basketball, wcmiﬁzn was a three-yeor starter and 1,.000-point career scorer und he was 5 key mem-
ber of Ferry™s sequad which posted a 20-5 record and advanced 1o the Ohio Class AA regionus finals in Athens
in 1982, Scoring 14.7 roin!s per game as  senior, e was pamed first team ALFOVAC Clusy AAA {captain),
All-Distsict 12 and All-Valley a8 well 05 second team All-Eastern District Class AA. He played in both the
OVAC and District 12 All-Star Ganies. As a junior, Swearingen sveraged 18.9 points per game wig
numed First team ATMOVAC Class AAA and All-District 12, second team All-Eastern Distrier Class AA and
third team Afl-Valley. .

Sweeringen also was a thsee-year [etterman in baseball, eaming AI-OVAC Class AAA horors twice, He
also fettered in track as 4 senior.

Swearingen went on to a siellar fuurgcar foothail carcer at Obio University, graduming in 1986 and ﬁ‘“i'
toning himself in the top five on the Bobeats’ all-time passing list in 10 categories (through 2(15). He is
second in pass ultem[i_ts in a game (37) und season (383); third 1n pass curnrlclmns fora gamc {31} and sca-
son {195} as well us TD iusses for a season (13); foenh in yards passing for a game (335), season (2 056)
nnd c{‘mw!.:r(gal%ﬁ'f? a3 well as pass attempts {569) and completions (312) for a career; and fith in career pass-
ng yi .

participatid i

Jeff Snedegar (Athlete - 19905)

Jeff Snedegar (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1995). He put up fofty
numbers during hiy forr-year gridiron career, culeninating in his selection as the AP
All-Ohio Division ¥ Ofensive Player of the Year and finishing as runner-up in the
vating for Ohic’s “Mir, Football” wward following his sesor season,

A 6 ft. 3, 210-pound four-year lettenman st guarterback and linebacker for the
Warriors, he racked up 7K yards offensively and registered 673 tuckles on defense,
#e also earmed second team Af-Ohio following his sophomore and junior years and
was 4 three-time Alk-Bastern District and AI-OVAC selection.

As # senior, he led Truil 4o its fist and oaly OHSAA playolff appearance {the
Wartiors finished with an 11-2 averalk recont, winning two games before losing in the
Division V state semifinals ta Wellsville), Thut yeur, he passed for what was then a schoof record 1,769 yards
while rushing for 1,621 yands for a combined total of 3,390 yards. He panticipated in 232 defensive stops as
a BCIILOF,

Snedegar was also d three-year Jefterman in busketball (he didn's play as a junior), finisking fousth oo
Trail’s all-ime scoring list with 834 points and third in caceer rebounding witk 561. He averaged 16.1
poinls per game s a senior, earning special mention AP ALl-Ohio as well us First tzam All-Eassem District
and AE-OVAC,

‘The 2000 Buckeye Trait Hall of Fame inductee went on to a stellar career at the University of Kentacky
{1996-99), earning four letters as an oofside linebacker, As a freshman, be had 42 tackles, stated three games
and was named the outstanding speciad teams” player and he followed that up with 97 tackles a3 a sopho-
more. Snedegar had 63 tackles and four sacks as 2 funior, helping Kentucky to-an Outback Bowl berth whers
he recorded 11 tackles in g Joss to Penn State University. In s final year at UK, he had 84 tackles, four sacks
ard two interceptions, eaming him defensive MV honors. He was selected to the All-Southeast Conference
squad and was named to the All-American Farm Footbalf ‘Team by Successfal Farming Maguzice.

Snedegar was signed by the Miami Bolphing of the NFL in 2000 as an undrafied free agent.
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Bill West (Athlete - 1990s)

Bitly West (Buckeye Local High School. Class of 1993). He made kis biggest
impact on the football field, earning All-Ohio honors three times, including twice us 4
first team selection.

West also was a three-time AB-OVAC selection (1990, °91 und *92) and a three-time
All-Eastem Bistrict pick (first team in *91 sad "92, second tesen in '90), He also par-
ticipated in the Rudy MumleyOVAC Charity All-Star Fooibali Classic following his
SCRIOF SEASON.

After starting as a freshman at Buckeye North, where he rushed for 900 yards despite
missiag twar-plus games due to injury, be put up some wltr-imipressive numbers at the
aewly-conselidated Backeye Lecat High School.

He fizished with what still stands a5 a school-reconk 4,658 yards, including a single-season effort ofi 846
yaris as a senior, Fle also bad 1,719 yards as a junior and 1,093 18 a sophomose. He also owns six of the top
seven individual game mshing records at Buckeye Locak, headed by o whopping 335-yurd game against
Martins Ferry in 199§ (second all-time).

West scored 352 points on the geidiron, inclwding 152 in bis final season.

During his three years with the Panthers, the team compiled a 28-4 combined record (9-2 in 1990,19-1 in
1991 und 9-1 in 1992}, making the playoffs twice and parrowly missing on 4 third, .

West also lestered three vears in track and two in busketbalf for the Panthers.

He was o four-year lertenman at the University of Pinsburgh, starting for three years and earning All-Big
East "Offensive Pluyer of the Year” bonors ns # sophomore (1994) after replacing All-American tailback
Curlis Martin in game two and rushing for 1358 yards, fifth oo the all-time single-season rushing list. A
Panther tri-captain as a senior, West finished s the school's fourth all-time Jeading rusker with 2,803 yurds,

Donna Joseph (0vAC ‘Family’)

Donna foseph (Shudyside High School, Class of 1964). A leader in the OVAC
track and eross country cemmunity for three decades, she also coached girls tuck und
boys and girls crogs country st alma mater Shadyside High Schooi from 1983-68,

A megistered track and eross country officiat for 30 years, she started warking Cal
Giffin OVAC Track Meets in the earby £970s and continues to serve as disector of
the Class A-AA meet, a position she started in the mid-1980s,

. &he currently is chairperson of the OVAC Track Committee with over 15 yedrs on
the bownd and is eo-chairperson of the OVAC Cross Country Comumittes with over
24 years of service with the group.

A vecipient, nlong with bushand Butch Foseph, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Track Service Award, she also
has been nctive with the Ohio Association of 'Track and Cross Couniry Cosaches,

She is presenily the secretary and membership chairperson of the DAT&CCC and seeves on the
Executive Board of the gistewide organtzation. Donoa and Botch handle the registration for the annuat
track clinic attended by an estimated 1,700 coaches.

She served as Meet Manager for the Midwest Meet of Champions when Ohio hosted the event at Ohio
Wesleyan Callege and olso served as Ohio coach when the meet was contested in Indianapolis, Ind, The
Juosephs were awarded the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC.

Besides track and cross country, Donna elso bas served on the committees and worked the anoual Sam
Mumley OVAC Basketball All-Star games and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Football All-Star games. She
also assisted with the OVAC Volleybalt Tou und tenm di The 1964 Shadyside High
graduste earned ker degree from Ohie State University in E968 and bher master’s degree in 1933 from Obio
University, She wag a inathematics instructor at Shadyside from §968-98.

Nick Bedway (Medis)

Nick Bedway (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1958} One of the areas most
versutile and prolific newspager sporis joumalists for five decades, he has been on the scene for
numerous OVAC evealy since 1960,

After attending Wost Liberty State College for one year, he joined the Wheeling News-Register
as u copy boy in 1960, Later tht year, he joined The Intelligencer staff as a sportswriter. In 1967,
Berdway joined the News-Register staff headed by Bill Van Horae 2nd was promoteié to Associate
Spors Editor in EY7E. Bedway berame N-R Sports Editor in F¥95 and wes named Execative
Sponis Editr of The Intelligences/News-Register in 2800, a position he beld until he retired in
26005, Be authored daily und Sunday nevspaper columns emitled “Nick's Notzbook™ and also
wrote eolumns on area golf, bawling, college sports, ouidoors and the Whecling Nailers” hockey
team. The OVAC medis puide was dedicated w0 Bedway in 1999, He served as co-peblicity director of the OVAC Rudy
Mumiey All-Star Game From its inception in 1972 until 1390, Bedway also sesved as the (FVAC stundings” statistician in
football, boys and girfs basketball and basehall for more than 25 years.

Bedway served one teom in 1977 as prosident of the W. Va. Sporis Writers Association and seceived the Gene
Marehouse Awanf in 1990 from the erganization. He was indacted into the ©)gden Newspapers 20K Classic Hull of Fame
i 2006 and the Media Wity of (ke Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame ja 1996, He twice was sclected 1o serve as the Honorary
Referee for the W. Vi, Super Six Class AA dtate chisopiunship foothall games held ui Wheeling Tsland Stadium,

Bedway was the inaugsrsl recipieat of the Father Inkn Lester Award for a lifetime of suppost 10 Jocal sporiz snd youth
of the Obino Valicy and received the Spirit and Leadesship Award from the Upper Oltio Valley Dapper Dan Club. He also
has mevived swands from the Wheeling Soccer Association, Alfegheny Mountain Diswict L. §. Teanis Assnciation,
Wheeling Post | Amesican Legion Baseball Veum, Oylebay Park Men's Goll Cheb, and the Ohio Valley Golf Association.
A yust member of the Wheeling Hall of Fune Conmites and cursent member of the OVAC Hall of Fame i

Earl Klevins (ofticials)

Eart Kleving {Warwoud High School, Class of 1934). One of the Ohio Valley's most
prominent foorball and busketball officials during a 35-year carver from 1938 10 1973,

Kileving attended Wheeling High School for one and a half yeurs before transferring
Warwood High, from which he gradaated in 1934, He played high school basketball at both
sthools,

Exel attended Bethany College where he played fooball and basketball along with com-
peting in track under legendary coach John Knight.

Klevins afficiated i his first baskesball game in 1938 af the Madison gymnasium. The
oppouenis os thal occasion were Wheeling High and Bridgeport and his officiating partner
was unother OVAC Hall of Fame mebes, the Jate Walter Heil. Thinty-five years fater when he hung up his
whistle, Kievins had officiated in more than 1,300 basketball games und 570 foatball games o the high school and
collegiste fevel,

Alang with serving as an OVAC official, Klevins officiated games in the Southem Conference, the West Virginia
] {legiate Athlctic Confx and at rsapy other colleges in the tri-state drea.

He also played professionally with the Wheeling Blues baskeibalf team and was 2 long-time participant in Jocal
independest leagues aid louraments,

Klevins wus o long-time standous on the area tennis courls, winning muany local, regicnal and nationz] toums-
ments, In 1975, Eard and hia partner won the United States nasional doubles title i the 75-und up age bracket. The
toursment was held in Myrile Beach, SC. At age 45, he won the Wear Vinginia state singles tithe and teamed with
the late Loran Mercer for doubles honors In their age gmoup. Earl also won aumerous Ggletay Park Tennds Club

Besdway also is aciive with the Wheeling Lions Club and reccived, it 26003, the Leonand Jarrett Awurd, the kighest Lion
honor bestowed in West Vinrinia. Cursenlly tle chapter seceeary and Board of Directors” member, he has served 85 miedia
retations director, chapter president, first vice-president and Tuil Twister, Married 43 years to the foomer Judy Katorm. the
Bedways had four children and kave fve grandchildron,

champianshigs through his mid-B0s at which thne he retired froin competitive tornis.

The committee for the Sumuel A. Mumley OVAD Basketball Classie presented Kievins with the Robest “Bobby™
Dawson Officials Awanl. Earl and kis wife Lucy have beon masted for more thus 70 yesws, They rujsed three
children: Eadt Ir, Judy and Robert. They have been blessed with four grandchilien and five great gr hild
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Sam Andy (Couches)

Sax Andy (Wheeling High School, Cleas of 1958). The winningest coach in Otve Yalley
high schood boys’ Wmﬂmﬁl!mmnﬂyﬂrwm:mmdl
recoed et by charter OVAC Hall of Fame indoctes Richaed L- “Dick” Poms :

Andy’s head conching camer inclodal 1wa soovone s Frzeysborg O)HIghSd:ml(W&-
1966), meven year s High School {1965-1976) and the Imz 30 yean o Whecling
Park High Scioal (1976-2006).

Second all4tme for victores i Wed Viginia®s big echool clas, Andy’s lams won thies
Clam AAA et 'clownpionships (1976 t Wheeling High, 1980 end 1995 & Wheeling Park).
The 1995 state final wan one of the memorable champicashfp grmes In W.Va. bays’ baaketball
frinry ws Andy’s Patriots defeased Beckley Woodrow Wilson 99-96 o a triple-overtime mes-

Hsah)hndmculh:rM‘hqﬂﬁnﬂhnhmm—m(lmmfﬂumﬁnﬂlﬂm(lm 1990,
1994 und 2000). Andy coached in 922 games and his chubs mly thres Losing seasom. Under his direction,
Wheeling High md Wheeling Pack qualificdd for an OVAC reeond 2} sixtr ioxsrmoineziig. [0 37 yeacs it ihe two Olo
County schocls, Andy yuimdBlmuu]chnﬁm:hipm 18 Region Ooe tilista and six Ohio Yallcy Athletic
Confermnco dividon pesran winners
Wmdwum.ﬂ:Mmgwmmmmdmﬂmﬂdrﬁvﬁmﬂrmfm win-
ming 78 percent af their games against OYAL opponents. They ulso wniually played o schedule that Included maay of
the top basketball in Lhe sixte, Andymlndfuuthﬁ.ngﬁuuPhyﬁuf[h:YmmhmndhﬂJlﬁly-
ers enm oollege im, Inchuting weveral Division I sialwacs,
Hemic:mhmmulntheOVACCuu:hnfﬂtYw(]??ﬁuﬂl% I 2004, be waa seleriod as the Upper Ohklo
Coach

College in 1963, He wis & baskethal] starizr and Ectierman of both schools.

Bill Hinegardner Coackes)

(I-indudede];hSd;ml mmmnﬁmuwumm

High for theve yeary tefore taking over the head wizstling poshiion
ﬂ:mhﬂ:ﬂlﬂnmﬂm;ﬁm i doors & the ouet of the 1968-69 schaol
became one of the moxt socoes-
mm:mmfm\#\im
AAA championships (1972, 197, 1974 sad 1979). The Moosrcis were sl meonco-up Four

times and finished kower than sizth place maly ance i the W. Ya Stste Toomament, The Roo Mack OVAC Wrestiang
Tournamen sew Hinegardoer ‘s Tobn Marshall powerhouses take tee overall texm ik Four times (1972, 73, 74, 'T7) and
fnich secomd five times, mhluwuhd.nmﬂwOVACUw4—Awh:nimg:dﬂmu+AMhhﬂm

18 five tines. From Decomber of 1971 through December of 15976, Hime 31 wetit trough 41 straighe
¢l matrhes without a defest, His tversd dusd eet record weas 133-29-1. ﬁ;thn 20 inufivid-
1] sate championy. Th 1996, he was » member of the Ine Mike Linsky's ttaff thad bed Jobn to e W. Va. Clasa

AAA foorhall thle. He scrved xa Pretident or Dhrecio of the W, Yo Wi Coscles Antoc.; the Region Ono Conches
Axsociation; Murshall Coschen Assoctdion: Tosnamenty; Frerntive
Bosrd Mettier of the OVAC aad the WYSSAC for Wresting. His sy &
Lifetime Service ta (2004); Natioea! High School Caaches Association District 3 Cosch of the Yeur
{1976}, OVAC Coach of the Year (t974); W. Yo Wieatling Couch of ibe: Year (lree tswa), Upper Obio Valicy Depper
Dan Achievermnent Awards (two taacs); Mr. Mat Award for costribations o the spont of wreatiog in the DVAC (1584);

Dhio Vadiey Dapper Dan Card K. Huomitl Award (2000); Moondsyilke Arca bandor Chramber of Commerce Jim Edge
And(!?ﬂ}mmfaumn&':gﬂ in religious ad youth activites; and the Jobn Marball High School Watl of
Fame (Firg Claas, 2005). After froem Mardall County in 1999, Bl went o work for the Switporiend of Obin
School District 2t River High st o Guidance Covmclor uatil he resied in 2004,

Joe Fortunato (Athlete - 19409)

Joe Fortunato (Mingo High Schonl, Class af 1948). A nipe-time letterwinner in
three sports M Mingo (foothall, bmketball and baseball}, be was an All-Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference performer s a foolball and baskethal] player.

Fortunato enrclled o Yirginia Miitary Instite, bat truslerred to Misslaxippl Staa
when the Keydets' bead coach Slick Monon accepted the job with the Bulldogs. At
Mississippl State, Fortunsto became an All-Southeastern Comference fullback-line-
hacker.

The honarable mention Afl-America perfoaoer bed MissEstippi State in rushing and
had & game high of 169 yards ngainst North Texas State.

Highlight of his colkegiste carver oeoisred when the Bulldogs defeated nationa] champion Tenneasce 7-
0, Volunteery' Coact General Tom Neylard praised Fortumato afier the game by calling him oo of the
greaiest players his teams at Tenoessee had ever faced.

Fortunato w3 drafled in the scventh round by the Chicago Bears, Iun played one seasno in the Canadian
League before signing with the Natkoual Football Leagoe team.

He started at linebacker for 12 seasons (1955-1966) with the “Moastcm of the Midway™ and was samed
first team All-Pro three times along wish being selecied for tho Pro Bow] on five oceaslons, The defemive
mptﬂlunﬁlu:Bmmahampuhmﬂhelnslﬁnhwlmmncmdwdbyﬂnkgmdxy\mlmbmﬂl

ARer his playing career, Fortunato spent two seasons on (be Beam' staff, coaching the linchackers one
year and then serving as defensive coondinator the nexl ycar.

Fortunato slsw ia the only Chio Vallcy sthicie 1o be selected 16 the Nationa! Itatisn American Sports Hall
of Fame. He was the leading voue-geiler in The Intefligencer’s 1970 All-Timoe Ghio Valley Team, which
way glerted by n vote of the area sports fans.

Fortunaio slso is a member of the Upper Chio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Don Fleming (autete - 19504)

Dww Flerning (Shadyside High School, Clams of 1955). The wo-tiaw AlLOMo Valiey
Alhictic Conference fird tzam honores In foothalt, wats captain of the Tigen” unde-
fested conference chempiom in 1954, He absa played center for the Shwdyside squad that won
a1 OVAC division tille s basketball. This versmike mhisiz played in the Okin Exst-Weat All-
Star baochall gpame beld i Colubbiy snd performed in the Ohlo-West Virginia Al-Str
Football Oxme eld during the smmmes of 1945 xt Wheeliog Lilund Stadio. Fleming went on
0 the University of Florkda ou s foothall scholensbip, He was & three-yesr stacter sod 2 1w~
way ead performer for the Gatnes. He was elected captain of the 1958 team dwt played In the

of the American Football Leagie, However, Fleming abected to remadn in college to cotmplets work on his degree and
play bescinalt. As a senior, Fioming also was chosen caplain of the Floride baschalf seam thas won the SEL charpi-
tmship and eamed & berth In the NCAA toomament, In the sring of 1959, Fleming caroed » degroe 28 3 construction

the Clevelsnd Browm, tded for Fleming's NFL rights, Fleming

phjddcfuwhthu:hb:ﬂntﬂi-lmikmlhﬂmmunrﬁynﬂm-hltnmm}ﬂmﬂzmln 1961},
ARer kis third seexon with |he Browna, Fleming was namesd to the ATFNFL firt tex. 1o e off-sescn, whils work-
{ng on & construction job boilding s a teok in Florids, Fleming was kille In an clectricosd sccident. Bomn Jma 11,
1937, Fleming waa just 23 yests obd st the tme of i paoicg. Derpite baving played jost thres seasom wich the
Browis, he had wch a0 impact on the franchise that they nxmed their practice fiekd, Ploming Feld. In hi hosor end
rediread No, 46, which wi hia munber. The Univensty of Florkda ramed is intrmornal field, Fleming Feld, and the
Flarids Alumsl Axcisiion cxtsbihbed an award in hls naee that 3 given saoully © the sesior in any sport
exemplifying the best keadership qualitica. He also was ackectrsd for induction inio the Uslvenity of Florida's Hall of
Fame and i3 & member of ihe State of Flarida's Athlrtic Hall of Fame, Shadyxide High School maired his number (39)
ot pomened ifx athictic counplex Fleming Faold.

John Reger (Athiete - 19505)

John Reger (Linsty High Schocl, Class of §950). This afl-0VAC honoree in football
hskdhaﬂwuinductadhmﬂn\ﬂmﬂnaﬂy}hﬂofﬁmlalm

Reger's football achtevements were remarkeble considering that he was Jeas than alx-
fect il wnd weighed fus 125 pounds when ha began competing as a high school athlrio,
bt he had more impoctant attributcs soch &+ a buge, competitive hest and the desenmi-
notken of & youth twice his size. He played Auiback and liochacker at Linsly end capained
the 1949 Cadet sl that List Just one game to Trisdelphia (20-19) in what was regand-
ed 21 the most memomble high school footall contest played during that era st Wheelimg
Leland Stadium.

Reger went on 1o the University of Pittstnrgh an a football schotanship and his frestinan team in 1950 went
undefeated. After jost three vanky gunes the following yesr, his collegine carcer was ended by » knee i
The Whecling native refirmed home sod was working in a gasoline statlon when his formes high school c
Exz Rine, aranged a tryout for him with the Pittsburgh Stzeicr even though he had not played fooiball in thive
years. Displaying the same gt and detzrination he had shown in kigh school, Reger opencd the 1995 seasan
a3 oo of the Steelen’ starting [inebackers. During kis nine scasons in Piisborgly, Reger carped thee Pro Bowl
[mvitatho. He became n of the Steekers defensive unit and was voted as the team’s MYP during (he 1959
season. Reger played in his find Pro Bow] in 1960 and mude twa more sppearances in 1961 and $962.

He sustained o life-threateniog and pear cancer-cnding injury during his final eeaton in P during &
parns againat the Fagles st Franklin Field in Philadelphia. Reger was hit (o the bead and had a speam in his thost
(hat o off air. Fortunately, the minibines they cent for included oxygen and he was revived. Following that
harrowing incidem, every team In the NFL was roquired (o have oxygen on the sidelines.

Reget win placed oo walvers by the Steeler prior to the start of the regudar seasan in 1964 and bo wa
up by the Washington Redskins, fmwhrnt:playn]ﬂunmnymhfmrﬂlmg Onvenall, he played 12
sona in the NFL.

Bob Kelley (attlcte - 1960s)

Bob Kefley (Weir High School, Class of 196]). Kelley made the mast of hia gified
wd speedy legs o carve his niche into tho Weir High and OVAC record books it two
sports. He was & ster both on the gridiron end the track cinders for the Red Riders,

Kelley — coached by the kgendary Jim Carcy — rushed Tor 2,730 yands sod 42
career touchdowhd. k) Weir 0 & 10-F eesoon and the West Virgini stale
championghip in 1960, He galnad 1,259 yarts hat year with 22 touchvdonms.

In the 40-0 rout of Nitro in the stats champlopship game, Kellcy was s onc-man
wiecking crew. He tallied foer TDs and pessed For a fifth.

Kelley was also & two-way starter #3 8 judor for the Red Ridera. He was the sceond
undarclatsmen in state history o receive the Kennedy Award (1959}, bestowrd each year oo the siale’s
prestder prep foothal) piayer, and the firt winner from the GVAC. The firt-team all-Weat Virginla and all.
OVAC booores capturcd the Wigwam aod Scholastic All- American hooors s the Red Riders were
reaked 11h nationally, He payed in the OVAC All-Star Game and left with Mot Valuahie Player sconlades.

Kelkcy also made is mark In ttack hiy sendor season, He established n Steel Valley Leagne reeord of 9.95
scconids for the 100-yaurd dash and sn OVAC meet standard of 10.1 seconds s the mme distaoce.

He wia votex most valisshle performer st the OVAC meet where he won theee gold medals and one silver.
He went on to win four track tHbes and four more medals in the siate meet, including second place In
the 100-yard dach.

Aﬂagmdmnfm\vdrl{:llcymhdﬂnﬂ Cameron Junior College in Glahoma. He led the Aggica
to the SO chapd teating Rakersfickl, 28-20, in & game played in the Rose Bowl. Kelley Ted
Cmmuuwilh?!’y-mtmﬂ:m caming first-cam all-Chdabora Contference: team honaoes, He wae aso
honored on the: 1961 hmior Collego Helm Athletic Foondation All-Amedcan team as o flirst-tam hatfhack.

He nter mltcnded Oklabotria Stade and Colorado, bt ws sldelined due to Iojiries.

Robert ‘Bo” McConnaughy (Ahiese - 1960s)

Robert "Hto' McComnaughy (Wheeling Ceniral High School. Class of 1966). He wis a
mwﬂmmfaﬂrkmxnighuinlhcuudlm staerhig In backettoad] wnd besa-

Wﬂmmummnrmywwhmhm gaining furst-dzam all-stade hon-
an in basebal] as a senior. That wrme year he gamnered sccond-icam all-West Virgiola bm-
mhlntnqnnfmhclplnglndhhmkma}nmﬂx\mwmhcmﬂk
Tournament 1itke

In basehatl, Mm@yhmmdnﬂhhﬂmme%\%ym
ranks has ever producedl. He went oo (o star &t West Liberty State College in both sports.

la 1970, McCocnanghy was mamad Orst-icam al- WVIAC as & ehartsiop sad shorily
thereafier sigoed & i conirsct whh the Baltimore Orioles. A year previously, he wan bfied by the
Cineinnar Reds in the 24th round, five roumds shead of Ken Griffey, Se.

He spent three years in the Orioles’ farm system beforo returning home and itzming for the Warwood Reds of
the Oino Valley Baseball League.

Bo was & serond-ieai al-ooiference selection e a senior for the Hilltoppers” hoop izam.

McCoanaughy hay maintained his relsthonship wih West Lberty, finishing up his 25th year at the Hilloppers”
basetall helm.

He hay accumulated more than 500 wins s1 his slmm gt (0 go with five conference crowns and u berth in the
1990 NAIA World Serics. MoConmaughy led the Black & Gold 1o their first-cver NCAA Regioml PlayofTs in
[994.

M:Cmnnghyw:kdndmmeWmemyﬁmeCD]kgtMumetmlqﬂs Hie aa besn paced WYIAC
Coach-of-The- Year on four occxsions.

n additim to haseball, he has coached football, track mid men’s s winen's baskedat] ot West Liberly. He by
cmmenty In charge of the WLSC Intraarorady Program.

Gene Cattane (Athlete - 1970s)

Gamr Catterme (51, Clairsville High School, Clist of 1977). Cactine pis iogedber an Hngees-
sive four-year career on the diamond as & sharisiop and pitcher for the Red Devils.

Some 30 years Luier, be still ranks In Ohéo's sop 10 in two statistioal ey — No. 4 mn
the: all-time career bil 1ist with 172 end No. 7 in RBI with 145. Lo 109 varsity games, Cattane’s
career numbers alsa inchuded » batting average of 431 wih 127 runs scored, 29 home um,
13 weiples and 25 donbles, As a pitcher, be compiled x 14-1] creer pecand.

He was & four-lime afl-Valley selecilon (second teaom e & frexhman and fion team the next
thees years, Eaclwding serving &3 capimin sy & scnior) andt be was sciecled 0 particigmoe [ four
Pastern Obio Butchal! League ATl-Star Games, Cattans wis aban tbbed for the Ohio All-Stac
Serien in Columbus, erivakent to gaining all-sisie honors o that time.

As u xcnior, Catiane bedperd the Red Devils o the OVAC Clas 3-A aod & 23-9 overali recond. He
baeted 478 (fifth in the vadey) with valley-leading totals of 54 hils, 10 home nms, 38 A8 aad 35 rons scoced. He
alsw had Four triphes, aix doubloa and 16 solca basca. On the mownd, he s 6-2 with 2 1,72 ERA. In 522 lnndsgs,
wiriking out 71 while walkirtg 27 sd aliewing 3§ kita. Canane’s jurdor numbers included a A55 weemmge (fifih in the
OVYAC) with valkey bests in home runa (8} and RBI (36} along with 40 bits, Tive dowblen. thees triptes and 26 um
cored. As w sophomore, helu.lMgvﬂhmhmﬁuhmmfg)m%l(%)mﬂhlawmfmduh
biza, three triples and 32 runs scored. His freshrman totads inchided o« A49 average (foonh (o the OYAC) snd valley-
leackng omerion o hits (40) i ruas scored {H) dong with 10 doubles, tiiee triples, two hore not sad 25 RBIL

Tn akikion: ko hia high achool exploits, Caftare wiks abwo & stasdout Asnericsi Eegdon player. He wes nomed Ohdo
American Legion Plryer of the Year in 1976 aftey [eading Mayzard Post 666 10 2 stace rummwer-up finish with & 28-7

_record, baiting 350 for the scsson inchading 433 in scyen tourornes paites, He abso phaysd for more than 10 yean

writh Muyiiard of thes Ohio Valley Bassball Leagua aad waa » perennial all-cor.
Canane, inducted into the 5¢. C. Hadl of Farme m 2006, died m ¢ coal mining acchdent oo Sept. 10, 1950 st Lbe ngo
of 31,
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John Leon (Attilete - 19705)

John Leon (Brooke High School, Class of 1976). This Bruin starred in three spotts,
etching his name into the OVAC annals as one of the premier foothall linemen and track
weightmen ever to compete in the conference.

Leon — who was slso # standout grappler at Brooke — was o twe-way line star for
the powerful Bruins, eaming a mynmt of sll-star sccolades, including the 1975 Ken
Hunt Awerd, golng to the Eineman of the Yesr in West Viginls, making Leon the fiest
OVAC winner of the prestigioes hener.

Leon led Brooke 1o a 9-1 season en ronie to the OVAC championship i his junior
campaign before earning gll-conierence and all-state Juurels as u senior. The powerful
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the Mountaineers to victary.

He wis just as bnpressive in track cireles, mewriting the OVAC recond books in the shot put and discus. 1n
the 1976 state meet, Lean launched the iron ball 59-1, breaking the W. Va. standard by some two feet. The
record lasted two years before being eclipsed by future Olyopien Randy Bames. Leon won ihree state throw-
ing titles, two in the shotput and one in the discus.

Leon was elso a force on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark 28 a junior znd sezior heuvyweight.

Upon graduation from Brooke, Leon accepted 4 football scholurship o Notre Dame. He was 4 three-year
letterman for the Fighting Irish as a geard. The Erish won two Cotton Bowls and ane Gator Bowl during his
career at South Bend, After groduating from Notre Dame, he reeeived his MD degree from West Virginia
Hnivergity in 1984.

He has been 4 radiolopist for 20 years. He is the current president of Rudiclogical Physicians Associstes.
He is past president of the West Virginiz Radiological Seciesy, past president of the Marion County Medical
Society as well us past president of the Falrmort Field Club,

Laon and his wifs Marcy have been nuuried for 22 yenrs. They have four chilidren: Johnny, Camille, Isabella
and Jeseph.

Jennifer Hyland Brown (Aihtete - 1980s)

Jennifer Hylaud Brown (River High School, Class of 1986). She ranks nsnong the a8l-
time greats in girls' track, having excelled of the conference, league aod state fevels af
competition as u sprinter.

In four years ot OVAC Champloaship meets, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points as
River won two Class 2-A team titles (1983 and *86) and finished ns runner-tp twice
{E984 and 'R5). During her freshiman, sophomore und junior years, she won the 100, 200
and 400-meters and was o6 the winping §600-meter selay 1wam. While vs o senlor, she
wos the 400 and 160{0-relay and was second in the 300 and 200.

In state meet competition, Hyiand was the 40 meser runner-up us a freshman in $983;
first in the 400, second in the 100 and thicd in the 200 us a sophomore it 1984 (her 24 points single-handedly
guve River o thind place finish in the stite}; first fn the 400 as a judior in 1985; and first ia the 400 with a
stete-record time of 35,63, and on 13e sixth place 1600-meter relay team as a senior in 1986,

Hyland also spaskled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL) Championship meets for the Ludy Pilots,
winzing the %K) and 400 ai four years while tking the 100 the last three,

She also enjoyed remendous success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorerssn soph-
omoare afler winuing the 100, 200 zad 400; duplicating the top scorer feat 89 o junior by winniag the same thiee
evenis {including 8 meet record in the 20K)); and scoring the same *iiple” as a senior (bettering her mask in the
200, :

She was selected All-Ohio in the 400-meters all four years by the Ohio Asseciation of Track and Cross
LCountry Coaches. She was alse ar All-E¥strict und All-Valley honornee in multiple events. Iz 1984, Hyland was
named honorsble mentions High School Ali-America and in 1986, she was invited (0 panicipate i the Midwess
Meet of Champions in Iadiana, an event showcasing the best sexior athletes froms Ohio, Indiana and Hllinois.

A member of the River High School Walj of Fame, she received u scholarship to run track at West Virginia
University where she competed for one season.

Anthony Reed (athiete - 19305)

Anthony Reed (Wheeling Park High Schaol, Cluss of 1989), Reed feft o Jasting mark
oh the athletic scene both for the Farriots und the OVAC, evident when he became the
first person inducisd into the Wheelisg Park Spons Hall of Fame in $997 for his
exploits in baskeball and track.

O the buskehall cott, Reed was g swo-time first team All-W.Va. Class AAA sefec-
tion, serving as captain 9 # junior. He was a two-time USA Today W.Va. Player of the
Year and the Gatorade State Player of the Year #5 u senior. He 2so gainei first team All-
OVAC and Afl-Valley accoludes twice and was u tri-captain on The Entelligencer’s all-
decade team of the 1980z,

The 6-4 wing scored 1,290 points in two seasons, including what still stunds as &
school-record 663 points (a 28.%9 per-game aversge) as a senfor. He uveruged 11.5 rebounds per game that year
und alsa set what was then on OVAC-record 88 three-point gouls us a senior. As u junior, Reed was selected
1 the West Virginia Class AAA All-Teurmament tear,

In track, the talented Reed was a stellar performer in the high jump, hurdles sad reluys.

A two-time West Virginia Class AAA state champlan in the high jump (ocludisg a meet-necont 6 f1. 9 0.
effort), he also set what was then & valley-recond with a 6 fi. 11 in. [cap. Reed placed second in the 110-meter
high hurdles at the state meet (14,63 seconds) and was on stite championship relay teams to help Park finish
u close second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989,

The Pack product also madde his prosence felt at the collegiate level, stanjsg and fettering for three years gt
Cleveland State University. He scored },0%0 points (ranking hims 0th on the ull-time CSU scoring list at the
ime), averaging 15.6 points per game 85 4 stoior 1o eam seeond team All-Mid Cominent Confesence scco-
lades. As a Junior, he nveraged 132 points per gume and received the Paul Stewart Award presented to the
player whose unsung contributions did the most 1o further the sueeess of the team, Reed adso won the Mid-
Continent Conference high jump championship as a junior.

Chris Enoachs ¢Athlete - 19965)

Chris Enochs (Gak Glen High School, Class of $494). Enochs excelled in (hree sports
for the Golden Bears, but it was baszbal! where he would make his biggest impact.

Enochs” senior season diamond exploits eamed hins first tean all-West Virginia Class
AA accelades and he was named the “Player of the Year™ by both Gatorade and USA Today
and was selected a3 the runner-up for that honor by the W, Vi, Sportswriters Association.

Also a first team all-OVAC Class 3-A first teamer and “Flayer of the Year”™ and un all-
Valley first teamer and “big schocl” capinin, Enochs fed the valley with 11 heme runs and
42 RB while batting .442. His pitching totals incloded a 6-4 recorl and 2 1.22 ER A, with
104 strikeputs and 26 walks in 63 innings. He pitched a perfect game for Oak Glen against
Tosontg.

On the baskethat] court, Enochs was first teann all-OVAC sod ail-Valley and was an honorable mention afl-West
Virginia Class AA choice. He avernged 192 points and 132 rebounds per game as a senfor and finished his career
with 1 {47 points,

Cn the footbal Beld, Enochs esmed first team afl-West Virginia Class AA as a quarierback after leading Oak
Glen ko its first-ever WYSSAC playoff eppearance. Also u fisst team all-GVAC Class 3-A and alt-Valley pick, he
Ied the valley with 1,729 passing yards.

Drufted by the Cleveland Tadians in 1994, Enochs opted for & scholarship to West Virginia University where he

became the Big East “Pitcher of the Year, first tcam AlZ-East Region and was & second teaimn All-American pick
by Basebali America, The Sporting News and the National Coliegiate Baseball Wiiters. Numed the teant’s ¢o-
MVE, he was £2-1 on the moead with a 303 ER A, and 10 complete pames, including # no-hitier agsinst
Villanova. As a junior ke was named the Big East T t's MVP and O ging Pitcher. Enochy had 21
wins, incl 14 plete gumes, in his three-year M i career.
Following hlslumm year, he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history, selected No, 11 in the first
round by the Qukland Athletics in 1997, Fhe 6-3, 225-pound right-hander with a 93-mile per hour fastball played
nine seasons s the minor leagues, the first seven in the Oukland orgunization and then one year each for Houston
und Pittsburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 43-32 record end » 4.91 ER.A,, posting 661 strikeouts while
waiking 380. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champion Sacramento Rivercats und
played for il Puerto Rican Winter League champion Ponce Leones.

Enochy also played for Teams USA, winning a silver medal at the 2001 Woeld Cup in Taiwan.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Jose Davis (Athlete - 1990s)

Juse Daris (Beliaire High School, Cless of 1996). Davis put together some eye-popping
numbers in both football and huskethall, eaming him Ali-Obso recogaition in both sports
during his steflar caceer,

O the gridiren, Davis was a three-year starter ot guarterback, leading his team to a record
of 30-5, As n senior, ke led the Big Reds 50 a thind straight OVAC Class 3-A championship,
first undefeated regular season and first-ever OHSAA playoff appearance (Bellnime
advanced & the Division FY state championship game, Josing a 50-44 double-OT thriller to
Versaitles). He finished the season 253-0f-406 passing fur 3,551 yands and 32 TDs while
adding snother 10 scores rushing. Davis eamed All-Ohlo Division IV Offensive Player of
the Year honors and was nmaer-vp for the presiigions Mr, Football award as » senior. He
alsu received first team All-Eastern Dristrict, AIl-OVAC Class 3-A znd All-Valley big school accolades on muliiple
oceusions. The talented signal-caller ses BHS carcer reconds for mnst yards gained (7.306), pass attempts (79G),
pass completions (455}, highest completion percentage (55.7), passing yards {6,769} and TD passes (60).

On the hurdwood, Davis started and lettered four years, racking up 1 457 poluts, 479 rebounds, 167 assists and
151 steals (all renking in the top five on the BHS carcer [ist). His all-star uceolades in basketball included fiest team
AlL-Okia Division 111, All-Eastern District, AB-OVAC Class 3-A aad All-Valley big school, He wus ulso named
ihind tearm Afl-American as 4 senjor.

Also a three-year letterhian in basebull a1 Belisire, Davis continued his carser at Kent State University. A three-
year starter and lettermaan for e Golden Flushes in foetbadl, he put up equally impressive numbers jncluding
single-pame record for most pass attempts (593, completions (34) and TD passes {7); single-season marks for
offensive yards (2,883), pass attempts (363), pass completions {194), pussing yurds (2,707) and TD passes (32);
and career eecords for offensive yands (2,731, passing yards (6,722) und TD pusses (52), He had a Mid-American
Camference second 551 yards passing in 1997 sgainst Centrul Florida sad whea be left KSU, he ranked 16th in
MAC history in passing yards amd was thind in T passes,

Davis alsa doubled as point guart on the Kent State basketball team in 1997-98,

Professionally, Davis played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Canadian Footbalf League in 2000 and 2001;
for the Ohia Valley Greyhounds of the Niriazal Indoor Football League in 2062, Ieading the team to the league title
by passing for £,668 yands and 37 TDs and esrning championship gume MVP honors; for the Indiuns Firebhinds of
the Arcna Football Leagne in 2003, the Colorado Crash in 2004 and 2003; and the Grand Rapids Rampuge in 2006.

OVAC Museum Seeks
Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation’s largest
high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab-
lished an OVAC Museum io display memorabilia from its
member schools — past and present - and is currently seek-
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office,
at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse

Bob Hedmond (ovAC ‘Family)

Ruberf L. “Bol” Hedmond (Follansbee High Schoul, Class cf 1948) Dunnt:us high school
s. Hedmond was a \amliy letterman in & I, lmck He won the
[-mile title and played in the 1948 OVAC Charity Al Slarﬁxxtxill(im in which e sustsined
tom knee canitage.
After 5 iseg 21 months in the military, Hedmond ensolied a8 Shephens College when: he
played fullback oad defensive end before graduating in 1954,

Fn coaching, Hedmond met with success at every siop. He was especially adept at staring neo-
phyte programa or rebuilding teams that needed a spark. He coached fouthall, rck. andfor
witstiing at several schools, including Oxon Hill (Md.), East Liverpocl, Brooke and Steubenville.
Hedinand started the program af Oxou Hill and took his team from an (1-5-4 record the first yoar
10 4 5-3-1. He becime e first head football eoach at the consolidated Brooke High School in
1569 and led the Bruies 2o a8 OVAC championship, Hedmond ook over at Steubedaville in 1981 am.lriamued thee Jefferson
Couniy squad for 1wo years. His teams compiled st 184 recond tnd gualified for Big Red's fisst two post-seasun
since Ohio sdopted a playof systens in the 1970, While at Eust Edverpool, Hedmond lettered 18 sophomores as the Potters
tamned in @ 3-7 recond, The following season, they rebounded to finish at 7-3. Ovesall, his record us u head football munh
wss 43.22-5, During his time as frack coach with the Potters, his feams went through four straight seasons without Josing
a dual mest.

Suceessful as he was with a coaching whistle zround his neck, Hedmond was even more effeciive us an sdministraor,
Within the OVAC, he served s a cluss representative, was Imag-umc member of e OVAC Foundation Executlve Board
and, Tor peveral veurs, he directed plant BVAC Wrestli dmond served as Athletic Dimetor at
Steubenville High Schuol wndd Tuter was lhc Building and Groninds Superistendent with Swabenville Ciiy Schools. Among
his suntentuas honors were: the Carl Hlamsill Memorial Award, by the U;md Ohlo Va]ley i)appcr Dan Cube BVAL

‘oack: of G Year; Easters: District Athletic Director carmdu.nﬂutsmndmg

Mr. Wat Award; Orio Eastern District £
‘Achicvement Award from Dapper Dant. Before his passing, Hedmond was indocted into lh: Ohio Athlstic Adminisators
Hall of Fame.
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James ‘Jimmy’ Stewart (Media)

James C. “Jimmy” Stewart (Friadelphia High Schoel, Class of 1918}, Stewart devoet-
ed nearly o half-century Lo the sewspaper profession, serving with great distinction.

He began his career associated with the Wheeling News and The Register, which then
were separate newspapers. Stewarl was sports editor of the now-defunct Wheeling
Tefegraph from 1921 through 1929 and later became the sports editor of the News-
Register. He eveniually concluded his long career as the associate sports editor of the N«
R where be wosked alongside fellow Hatl of Famer Bill Van Home.

In the early years of the OVAC, the conferonce perhaps had no greater friend than
“Jiruny™ Stewant, this sccording to Vans Home himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewast kept
the weekly standings on football sad basketball untit kis retirement on December 31,
1968. Stewart nlso painstakingly kept recont books that proved invaluable to anyone interested jn Ghio Valtey
sports lore, He aiso was recognized us o walking encyclopedia on focal othietics. His head was & storchouse
af spons information. What wasn't committed to his memary could be found in his pocket-sized secord books
and envelopes which flied his desk and fiting cabinat,

Beginning in the early 1920s, Stewart’s “Lookin® Em Over” column was one of the most widely-read
throughout the area, In later years, ke penned a golf colume, “The 1%th Hole,” which appesred in the news-
gaper every Sunday from the spring months inta the fall. He also initiated a popslar Morday coltims on area
colicgiate sports which ke titled, “With the Colleges.”

He was also invelved with the scheduling of basketbali games wosked by membess of the Ghio Valley
Boazd of Approved Basketball Dfficials. His tove of sandlot baseball wns weil known, as he afmost metica-
lously covered happenings in the okl Entelligencer and United Mine Workers basebat] leagues.

A guict man who never cast himself in the limelight during his career, Stewart wes honored with a special
award at the fime of his from an eppreciative Ohio Valley Athietic Conference. He also received an
awsnd of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Club.

John Craig (Coaches)

John Craig (Follansbee High Schook, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an iliustrious
26-year carcet as A head wiestling coach, including two seasons at Hillsboro (Ohio)
High School, 18 years at Steubeaville Big Red and five years at Indian Creek High
Sehool in Wintersvidle.

While at Big Red, his teams eamed sia overall champioaships in the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament. Steubenville also captured seven divisional sitles and finished
in the top three & total of 13 times at the confesence championship event. Thirty-one of
kis Big Red matmen eamned inrdividual conference tities. He had 87 qualifiers for the
Ohio state meet, five of whom eamed individuai championships, and 23 who were state
place-winners. His team finished in the top five a1 1he Ohio state teuriiaimient four times,
mcluding a nianer-ug finish in 1988,

Craig's 1980 sguad finished the regwlat seasun ranked No. 1 in The Asseciated Press Division 11 wrestling
poll and placed third a1 the state towmnatent, His ovesall dual meet record was 208-74-3 and he coached his
teams 1e 42 toumament champiunshiﬂf; ineluding nine distriet titles. Four times, his tcams tumed in nnde-
feated dund meet seconds, Sevesal of his fonmer wrestlers went on to compete in callege at schouls such as
Ohio State, Purdue, Armny, Navy and West Libcn¥. One of his protégés won a Big 10 championship and oth-
ers wore jilace-winhess it the NCAA Division 1, 11, 11} and NAEA cational toumarments.

Craig was samed OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on five uccasions and was presented the prestizious
“Mr, Mat Award* jn 2062. He is a member of the Ohio Wrestling Caaches and the West Liberty State College
Athletic Halls of Fame. In E989, he was selected as the East-Southeast Wrestling Coach of the Year and the
Otio Division 11 Coach of the Year. For 21 years, Craig served as a wrestling official on the youth, junioe
high, high school, college and open levels. A3 a principai at Indisn Creek, he was ote of the founders of the
Buckeye § Ashietic League.

As an athlete, Craig wrestled at Follansbee High School and was & thize-year letterman at West Liberty
where ke eamed WYTAC champiosships thres tises and swice was e MVF in the conference tourmament.
In £972, Craig was the minner-1s in 15¢ NALA national meet, where ke eamed Afl-Americas honors.

Robert ‘Bob’ Kettlewell (Coactics)

Robert 5. “Bob” Kertlewell (Linsly Military [nstitute, Class of 1047). During his 20 years
as the heed coach ot Wintersville High School {1956-75), Ketticwell's teams posted a 143
40-10 record, the thind-best winning percentage in Ohio Valley histery for coaches with 100
or mere wins. His teams esrned nine league championships {four in the Big Eight and five
OVAC titles). Wintersvitle won s first OVAC crown under Kettlewell in £256, got its sec-
oad in 1966 and then captured three in a row from 1979 through 1972, which equaled 2
recont held previcusly by Beliaire and Martins Fenry.

Kettlewell kad three undefeated teams at Wintersville — 1957, 1967 nnd (972 — and .
seven clubs that sustzined just one loss. From 1966 through ™73, the Warriors lost only [t pames. Under
Kettieweli's direction, Wintersville scored in & record 140 straight pemes, ending with a scorcless tie ngainst
Beltaire in a contest that saw the Gold Warriors deniei what would have been a game-winning and streak-contin-
ving touchdown becanse of a penalty.

Among the stars coached by this highly-reganded mentor was Donnie Young, the Ohio Valiey career rushing
tecons holder. Ameng the other sumezous college athletic football sandowts tatored by Kettlewslf were Ohia State |
captain Alan Jack who played on an endefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alfond, the first
black to siga ot West Virginia University.

Kenlewel! also was a standout athlete while playing at Linsly Mifitary Institute. He fettered in four sports and
played foothall ot West Virginia University, where he also fetercd,

Indian Creck High Schools (formerly Wistersvife High) foothall facility was remamed “Bob Ketilewell
Memorial Stadium™ i his honor. In 1990, Bobk was the fourth Olio Valley coach inducted into the Ohio Foutball
Coeches Association Hall of Fame. He joined the Upper Ohio Vafley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1987.

William ‘Bill’ Thomas (Officials)

Wiitiam I}, “Bill” Thomay {Bellaire High School, Class of 1952). During a 48-year
career as & track officizl, Thomes served as the mect referee for niearly every major
chatpionship in the Ohio Valley. The list includes the Martins Ferry and Shadyside
Relays; the St. Clairsville, Barnesville and Wheeling Park Invitationsls: Cal Giffin
Track Classic; varioys OVAC championship meets; West Virginia Regionals and the
Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectioral and Distriet meets.

He was 5 mest official for 10 OVAC schools, inciading Bellaire, Bamesville,
Cambridge, Jolm Marshall, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvue, St. Clainsville, Wheeling
Park and Union Local and Thomas slso worked os a meet official at the Mansfield
Relays (15 years); Belfaire Relays (49 years); Ohio regional champlonships (10 years)
and the Ohio high school state meets for boys and girls (15 years). Thomas also served as meet director as
numerous Buckeye State district and regionat events, alosng with the OVAC Track Championships.

He peceived the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for service 1o bk and field in 1983; was henerary referes at the
Bellaire Relays in 1996 and was honored again during the 50-year celebration of the famed Bellaire meet in
2004, The fosmer Bellaire High athletic great is a member of the schooi’s Wall of Fame.

Thomas attend Mississippi State on & football scholarship and also lettered there in track his freshminn year.
After two years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Ammy and served overseas before coming home and play-
ing on the 1956 National Service foutball championship tzam, coached by Don Corycll, who later coached
the San Diego Chargers. Thomas finished his cotlege career at West Liberty State Coflege where he lettercd
in football and baschall. He alse had a long and suceessfiul career in coaching. He spent five years as en nssis-
tant i foothall and basketball at Bellaire High. After that tenure, be went to 81, Clairsville es head baseball
coach and an sssistant in football and basketball. Bili fater spent five years ss head football coach at
Burnesville before becoming athletic director at Bellaire in 1973, He served as head coach at Unios Local
from 1978 uniil 1981 when he retamed 1o Bellaire as 2 teacher until retiring in 1484,

Tom Keane {Ahlete - 19405}

Tom Keane {Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1944). The Bellaire native was &
multi-sport standout for the Cadots sad earned ASl-OVAC baskethell end football on the
first selections in §943-44. He alsu was an AlS-City basketball sefection. As 4 senior on
a 7-4 record Cadet foorbafl eeam, the two-way back and punter returned a pass inter-
ception 106 yanis to score in an 18-6 win ever Warwood.

e corotled at Ohio State where he lettered 25 a freshman before serving 20 months
in the U.S. Navy,

Upen discharge, he enrolled at West Virginia University and leitered in 1946 and
1947, becuming a rare letterman at both OSU and WVU.

Keane was 2 thind round pick and 18th overall Nationa] Football Leagne Draft selection by the Lus Angeles
Ratns in 1948. He played eight NFL scascns, and 87 games, 08 a defensive back-offensive end including the
first four with the Rams. In 1952, he played with the Drallas Fexans before two years with the Baltimore Colts
rnd endes) his career in £955 with the Chicego Candinals. He was a two-time All-Pro and played in the 1953
Pru Bowl, ranked second in tke NPL in pass interceptions twice, and played in three NFL champlonskip
games including the 1951 Rams’ title team. From 1948-52, both Keane bruthers competed in the NFL.

He was a Jong-time assistant coach in the NFL inclnding Chicago Cardinals from 193759, Pittsburgh
1965 and was an original member of the Miami Dotphins® staff in 1966 where be remained through 1985 as
defensive backs aad sperial teams coach. In 1962, he became the figst head coach of the Wheeling Ironmen
and served until joining the Steelers” staff. The Trunmen went 9-4 in 1962 before winning the United Footbatl
League title with a 12-1 record in 1963, In 1964, the [ronmen were 1.7,

Keane died at age 74 in 2001,

Nick Mumley (Athiete - 19505)

Nick Mumley (Wheeling High School, Class of 19535). One of the most konored
three-sport athietes in the long history of Wheeling High, he statred in feotball, bas-
kethall and track, eaming three varsisy letters in each.

He was first leam All-State in foottisl] as a two-way end and he also received All-
GVAC andk AlE-City accolades.

En baskethall, ke was first team sll-class All-West Virginia as a senior and was a two-
time All-OVAC and All-City first tean sclection. He scored 158 points per game as a
junior and 24.3 per outing s & senior,

As 1 Wildcat senior in 1935, the 6-foot-6 center was the anchor of the finaf toam coached by OVAC
Legends’ honosee Everett Brinknsan which won its first {8 games before bowing in the regular scason finsle
at Bellafre. The OVAC title-winning tzam won the sectional and regional titles before bowing in the first
rouid of the state tournament to Mulleas to finish with a 232 reconl.

He also scored 30 points in a record-setting 146+ 1 H) victory over Weir High at Madison Gymnasium, a
geme which set Ohio Valley and West Virginia marks for combined points in a game (236).

¥n track, he won 1wo state one-cJass shot put titles with marks of 51-3 1/2 in 1955 and 52-2 3/4 in 1954
1w OVAC shot put erowns, including a conference-recond toss of 53-5 112,

He eamed a football scholarship 1o Purdue University, where he lettercd three years as a regular two-way
ead,

He was the Sis1 overall NFL daft pick in 1959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted to play in the new
American Fooibalt Lesgue where he competed three seasons from F960-62 with the New York Titans, a fore-
Tunner of the Jets, as a defensive end-offensive tackle. He played in o total of 42 AFL games.

Tom YakubowskKi (Athiete - 19505)

Tom Yakubowski (Adena Higk School, Class of 1958). A three-spont standout for the
Guolden Wave who starred in the first year the school joined the conference, which
expanded to three clusses in 1957-58.

At Adena, he was a three-sport team captain in footbsll. basketball and bascball and
earned 19 letiers— [our in baseball and three each in basketbal! and football.

The 1957 Adens footbatl ieam went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. He was
a fuliback-linebacker-guarierback ins Toothall and sn AN-OVAC, All-Valley Small
School and All-East Ohiv Athletic Leoague selection. He was the MVP of the 1958 Ohio-
W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and starred ns fuftback-
linebacker,

In basketball, be was a two-time All-East Ohio Athletic Lergue henoree and averaged in double figures for
three seasons, including 11.3 points per game as a sophomore; 17.5 points as a junior end 192 points as a
senior.

In baseball, the pitcher-infickler was an AN-Ohio selection 25 a senior and he also pitched in the Bast-West
Al-Star game in Columbus, He Jed the Golden Wave to a 121 recond, Josing in the regional finals to
Northwestern High an future Major League pitcher Dean Chance., He tossed twe one-hitters in a three-day
span and had 37 2/3 conseeirive scoreless Innings in tournament play, which ranks second i the Ohio High
Sckool recond hook.

He earmed n football scholasship to Purlue University, where he letiered as a sophomore and senior full-
back-linebacker while suffering a series of knee injuries. Fe was second on the team in tushing (330 yards)
as & sophomore. He atso played basebail one season at Puniue.

Yakubowskl competed in the 1962 Dlue-Gray All-Sar Footbafl Game and tried out as & free agent with the
Buffalo Bitls.

Bill Kennedy (Atblete - 1960s)

Bill Kennedy (Warwood High School, Class of 1967). Baskethall and Bill Kentedy
are synonymous. Some four-pius decades since starring at old Warwood High School,
basketball still 33 s major past of his life,

Kennedy eajoyed a steliar prep carcer with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 goard led
Warwood 1o state Class AA tasketbail tournament appearances in botk the 14966 and ‘67
campaigns. He capped his prep hoop career by sparking the Vikings to the school’s only
state baskesball crowr. That wam finished with a stellar 24-2 mark, including closing the
season oft a 15-game victory run. Warweod captured its first OVAC hoop title in 21 years,
with Kennedy providing much of the firepower with his 262 points per game averape.

The explosive backcourt dandy gamered first-team All-West Virginia, AILOVAC, snd
All-City plaudits. Just a season prier, Kennedy led the Vikings 10 a 22-4 mark and the state semifinals before
being eliminated by Mulleas. He was a first-team All-DVAC honoree that year and was hamed as all-state tour-
nement sefection, an hunor he duplicated as a senior. Kennedy {inished his illustrons Vikings' basketball career
with more than | 200 points. He was also an accomplished high jumper, as reflected in his thisd-place finisk in
the state Class AA meet as a senfor

His basketball achicversents sarned him & spot with the West Liberty State College basketball team. He wast-
ed no linse iz making his mark for the Hillkoppers, leading the team in scoring in both his freshman and suphe
omore seasons with 509 and 445 points, respectively. Kennedy earned aJIAW\gIAC and ail-tournament plaudits
as a freslenan.

His two years of impressive play with WLSC provided a springboard to o transfer to Arizona State Elniversity
for the 1971 and *72 scasons, Kennedy proved ke was no small-schoo? woender rs he {ed the Sun Devils in scor-
ing both scasons, averaging £4.8 and 14.6 points per game, respectively, His swo-year point total of 765 is the
ninth best for a Sun Devil in a ewe-year caceer. All told, he scored ,71% oo the collegiate Jevel.

His play at Asizona State caught the eyes of professional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA,
but opted for a carcer as 4 basketbal] official. Kennedy, who still resides in the Phoenix arca, continues tobe a
Pac- 1} college baskerbal] officiat.
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Bob Rieves (Athiete - 1960%)

Hoir Rigves (Wheeling High Sehool, Cluss of 1969). Some 40 years afier vunniug bis
final prep race, Rieves semains the measuring stick for sprint greatuess in the Chio
Valley. The 156-pound mencurial-heeled rocket was nothiag short of seasationsd during
his carcer with the Wildcats,

Rieves was rearly untouchable his final two years in the high schoof ranks.

As a senior, Rieves tumed in a pesformance that still sanks with the afl-time great
OVAC running fetes. He broke two state records in the state chumpienship meet while
tying a thind,

He Blistersd 15 220-yard dash in 4 new state standexd of 21.5 while he smashed the
440 mark by 1.2 seconds via bis 47.7 clocking. Rieves’ scintiflating 2.8 in the 100
exjuaded fhe state recond, Hiy assault on the state records sesulted in him becoming the Frst OVAC athlete in
28 years 0 be the state meet’s high scorer.

Ritves was also the West Vieginia state ehampion in the 220 as a junior.

The Wildeat star captured five individual OVAC sprint pold medals in his final two years of high school.
His impressive effons helped lead Wheeling High to the 1969 OVAC team championship, the school's first
such title in 23 years,

His sprinting dominance is reflecied in the fact that ke was undefeaied 1s & senior in the 220 snd 440 and
wis pever worse than second in the 10K in thut time. He tied for high-point hosiors in the prestigicus Bellain:
Relays his senior yeur while being the high scomr in every other meet that spring.

Rievesa' sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that hig teuck jersey was metied at the aonual
Wheeling High awards assesnbly.

Rieves earned # track scholurship ¢ West Virginia University. He competed for two seasons for the
Mountaineers. He eamed his bachelor of science degree in fandscape architectare, He now resides in Brooklyn
und is employed By the New York City Parks & Recreation Depariment us u capital projects anadyst.

Mike Kovalick (Athlete - 19705

Mike Kovalick (Belluire High School, Class of 1975). Kovalick has the distinction
of not enly being & Iwo-spost standoit, bt also 4 two-state standout,

Kovalick, the son of legendary coachk George Kovalick, was a prep grid and mat per-
foumer for three yeers ut Weir High before rautriculating to Bellsire High for his senior
yeur. Both schools benefited frem his prowess on the gridicon and on the mat.

Kovalick is a mee state champion wrestler in both West Virginia and Ohio. He fumed
1hie trick in the Mountain State as a junior for the Red Riders und capped his prep ma
carcer with a state championship i the Buckeye Stute for the Big Reds. Both weestling A
crowns carme in the 185-pound classification. !

The powerfol matinan was near-perfect his fingd two years oo the mat, He won 27 of 28 matches as 4 jun-
ior before runming the table in all 28 bouts os senior. He was sn OVAC champion both winters afier placing
fifth as a sephomore.

He finishied his Hustrious wrestting career with s stellar 64-3-2 mask.

Kavalick cominued his mat suceess on the collegiate Division T level, He wiested for Bobby Douglas et
Asizona Stute. Kovalick finished us PAC-10 runner-up at 190 pounds in his senior season,

Kovalick — Bellaire High's first-ever state wrestling chumpion — was inducted into the school’s Hall of
Fame in 1983, P

He was afsa un all-star performer in foutkaill. The two-way liseman anchorsd the Weir High ienches hiy
sophomere and junier years and filled the same mle for Bellaire in 1974,

Kovalick eamed ull-Vulley snd ull-OVAC honors his final two years. Merzover, ke was nanted all-Obio in
foatbaf] his senior campaign and he played in the OVAC All-Star Game.

Kaovalick resides in Whesling,

Joe Pettini (Athlete - 1970s)

Jue Pettini (Brooke High Schoel, Class of 1973}, Penini is without question oa the
skort list of the preatest prep basebull players in Ohio Valley annals. His high school
diamond resume is overflowing with sceompliskments which led to o sparkling colle-
giate carcer at Mercer University,

The multi-talented Petiini started every gane during his Brooke High career, some
140 contests. He dida’t skip a beat zt Mercer, starting all 196 games for the Macon,
Qeorgia-based institution,

Peitind not ondy erjoyed individual soceess in Bis prep career, he also led the Bruing
to a coveted state baseball championship. He was a twa-time first-team all-West
Virginia selection and was fwice named captain of the all-Valley sguad. He earned the distinction of being
captuin of both the ull-Valley and ali-OVAC teams us a senicr.

Afler his brilliant Mercer career, Petlini was signed us a non-deafted free agent with the Montread Expos in
1977, He was later imded 1o San Francisco, playing four scasons with the Giants. Pettini finished his profes-
stonaf baseball carcer by playing three years with the Ciass AAA Louisville Redbinds,

He then entered the coaching ranks, bolding seversl different posts. His managerial carcer commenced
with Hamiltor, Omario in 1989. He moved o S1. Petessbury for the 1990 season and in Arkansas for three
sensons. Pettind ended his minor league managedal career by gaiding the Lovisville Redbirds to the American
Association champienship.

Pettini gatned & plum assignment in 2002 when 5t Cardinuls” mumrager Tony LaRussa tubbed Pettind to be
his bench coach, a position he still hotds today. He attained the ultimate in 26, gaining a World Series
championshigp ring with the Canfinals.

Joe and his wife Barbara have two children, Michelle (23) and Joseph James (), They reside in Beshany,
W. va,

Connie Doutt (Athlete - 1980s)

Connie Duutt (Buckeye ‘Trail High School, Cluss of 1981). At a time when girs'
sporis were Starting 10 take hold in high school sthletics, Doutt was one of 1he first who
ercelled in hree sports — basketbull, volleybalt and softball — but it was on the bas-
kethall eneet when: she had ber biggest impact,

The school’s all-time leadiog scorer with 1,842 points who also had 538 career
rebounds, the 5-7 guanl Belped Tril o four stosght thps to the OHSAA Suste
Fourngement inder Conch Dave Linn, incading » state championship during her sopho-
inoce: season in €979,

Tn her Freshnsan yese, Tradl posted a 22-1 reeord, with Dottt scoring 284 points and
gaining Associated Priss Al-Ohio honorsble tnession, She seored 311 points as the Lady
Warriors went 23-1 in winning the state titke in her sophomare season, with Doutr pamed il state fournament
MVP and again paining honerable mestion All-Okio accoludes. The team went 26-1 with Boutt #s o junior
scoring 432 points. She received first tean All-Ohlo from United Press Intemnational and finished 28 runner-yp
a3 the “Player of the Year™ o Trail teanunate Lori Heady, She was ulso a third team AL-Ohio pick by AR

Doutt movadt to Lhe head of the class, so to speak, us & senior when she scored 815 points und was first team
UIPE All-Ohio and “Player of the Year” as well as first tesin AP All-Ohig and first seam A-OVAC, That year,
Frail posted # 23-4 record, meaning the Lady Warriors” record during Proute’s fotr years was an incredible 94-
7. She was selecud for the first Ohio North-South All-Star Gume and scored £ points to v geme MYP hon-
ora.

Tioult was also a Four-year starter and letierwinoer in both volleyball and sofibafl, playing on the Lady
Wargiﬂrs' stafe tosmnament feam i 1979, She wity isducted isto the Buckeye Tenit Athletic Hall of Fame i
1996,

The talested cager went on to a fine four-year career at the University of Michigan. becoming the schoel’s
first out-of-state scholarship recipient in women's hasketball. For her carcer at Michigan, Doutt scored 485
points, had 267 rebounds and E70 assists,

Jay Peterson (Athlete - 19805)

Jay Pelersan (Cadiz High School, Class of 1986). A spectacular foursport uthlete,
Peterson made his biggest Impact on the footbat] fickt,

‘The Hopedale native dazzled as a running back with numerous memorzble performanc-
es, including a singie-game modem Ohio Valley-record 377 yands against Mingo and gunes
of 288 und 2H2 yads. He scored six touchdowns in a pame twice.

Peterson broke a SU-year oid Obio Vailey single-season rushing recort held by OVAC
“Legends” bonuree George (Puck) Burgwin when he rushed for 2,348 yards on 203 carries
tor desnd Cadiz 10 an 8-0-2 reeord. He just missed the modern single-season scoring record
with 221 points (32 TDs, 28 PAT kicks), one poini shy of OVAC Hall of Famer Tery
Snively of Powhatan's mark of 222 poinis.

Ia his three-year gridimn carcer with the Candinals, he rushed for 3,959 yards (second at the time on the Ohic
Valley carcer Bt} and seared 349 points, Perergon had bis foothal] Ko. 22 retired by the schoal.

Lt draek, he recorded (8e Ohio Valley's fastest ime in the 100-meters as a sexior {114} seconds) and alsa had
1he fastest 100-yaed time (F0.3) that year, He won the OVAC Class AA 100-meter rce in 1E.1 seconds.

He split spring duty betwees track s basebalt und was an Adl-Valley hosorable mention pick, hitting 332 and
reconting 25 stofen bases on an 18-7 recont teamn. Peterson also participated in basketbali as a sophomace and jon-
ior.

He earmned 4 scholarship to Mismi (Ohic) University and was hosored three gimas on the AH-Mid-American
Conference foothall team, including first team accolades in 1982, second team in 1983 and honorzble mention in
£981. A four-year letterwinner, he is fifik on the uif-tinwe career rushing yardzge list at Mizmi with 2874 yurls,

Following kis pradustion from Miarmi #n 1985, Peterson went on to a coaching career, first as high school assis-
ant af Cudiz as well as Cincinnati Anderson and Cincinnati Withrow. He then spens eight years at Miami of Ohio
{1991-98), five years at Northwestern University €1999-2004) and he 15 corrently beginsing his fourth year at
Eustern Michigan University where he is the ussistant head coach/defensive coondinator/linebackers coack.,

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 19905)

Mark Cisar (Maguelia High Schoot, Cluss of 1994}, He is the oniy two-time winner
of a state football “Player of the Year” nward in OVAC history, having won West
Virginia's Keanedy Award in 1992 and "93. He was also the Gatorade “Player of the
Yeur™ in F992 and was a two-time Class AA ali-state captain. He was a two-time All-
OVAC and AlE-Valley selection,

Cisar playad quanserback, safety, placekicker and punter on Blue Eagle teams that
compiled a two-veur secord of 25-3, finishing as the Class AA state runner-up fwice
under the tutelzge of his futher, Dave Cisar. In two seasons us o starter and one #3 a
backup, he passed for Ohio Valley record totals of $,893 yards and 64 touchdowns. As
# Jundor, he passed for o record 2,691 yards and 34 TDs. He also kicked u valley snd state record total of 83
points and had » record-tying Y9-yard TD pass a5 a junior.

I baseball, he was g three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, AIMOVAC and All-Valley pitcher.

He was also & segutar in basketball, scoring 45 paints in g pame on one accasion.

He camed a basebail scholarship 1o Charleston Southem University in South Carelina where Ee was a four-
year starter, He waa nareed Big South Conference “Player of the Year” in 1947 und was a three-time all-con-
ference pick.

He was drafted by the Bostan Red Sox and was the Red Sox Rookis Lergue *Pitcher of the Year™ in 1998,
in 1999, he was selected to the South Atlantic Leagee All-Star Toum und wors o South Atlantic League title
in *99 as a member of the Angusta Green Jackets. He then played for the Capitules de Quebec, un independ-
ent Jeague team, and was an pll-star in 2002 and she Noahem League “Relief Piicher of the Year™.

Cisar camed his bachelos's degree in physicat educution and was » substiute teacher for five yeurss in the
Wetzel County School system before going back o Charleston (5.C.) fo serve as a health and physical eda-
cation teacher us welf us an rssistant football coach. .

He is the Bead Tooibadl coach a1 Union Locsl High School, puidise the Jets to a 9-1 record and their. first-
ever DHSAA playofl berth in 2007, He was nwmed the Eastern Distriet's Division IV “Co-Coach of the Year™,

Suzie Dailer (Athicse - 1990s)

Suzie Dailer (Wheeling Certra] Catholic High Sckool, Class of 1931). She proved to
bt 3 true “gueen of the count™ i many ways, excelling for four yeurs in basketball and
tennis and adding 4 couple of fine seasvas in volleybalt for good measurs,

1n Baskethall, Dailer gain All-West Virginia recognition a2l four years, inciading frst
team in Class AA as a sophomore and senior and second team laurels us a junior. She
wus alse o three-time A-QOVAC aod AlE-Valley first team selection und & two-time All-
Mauntaineer Eeague pick, The valiey’s leader in three-paint field goals all four years,
she scozed 22.1 points per game as a senior and Fnished her career with 1,381 points,
the all-time gids’ mack for the Lady Maroon Kaights. Dadler fed Central to three straight
VAL Class AA championships und was a sopk ¢ on the Knights' W. Va. Class AA
state Funner-up squad in 1989, Centrsl posted & 77-17 secord durdng her career.

In tennis, she aisa letiered four years and had cemendous snecess it both OVAC and state toumament play,
culminating in a W, Va, state doubles charopionship {with Pam Butch) as a sesior as the Lady Kniphts fis-
ished s the state rainer-up. She aiso finished fisst or second in severul GVAC and regiomal sournaments in
both singles and doubles and Belped 1he team o shree OVAC titkss amk three top four finishes in the stawe.

Ia volleyball, she lettered twice and grined first team AIEQOVAC honors as a senior, helping the tesm o a
37-5 recoril and the OVAC, W.Va. Section | and Regicn 1 titles, and a Class AA remmer-ugt finish in the state
toumament. R

Dailer continued to star at 81. Bosaventure University as a fous-year starter and fetterwinner. She finished
18 the schook's fith all-time leading scorer (1.422 poitits) and had the fifth-hest single-season in 1992.93 {524
puints). She set records for single-game (8), single-seuson (99} amd career £291) thrve-peirters; bt the sl
gle-season record for assists (163) and was secord in carer assists (349). Her all-star Bonoss at. St
Bonsvenmue included second teamn all-conference 25 & sophomore and thind team a5 2 sesior. The 1995
Division T Womea's Basketball Nationat Three-Point Shooting champion, she was indocted into the St
Bonaventure Atkletic Hall of Fame in 2006.
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Richard *Dick’ Edge ©ovAC ‘Family"

Richard “Dick" Edge (Wheeling High Schouol, Class of 1954). To ssy Edge has
wom many different hats over the years would be a vast understatement.

He bas spent 42 years in education, serving as a teacher, coach, assistant principat, prin-
cipal and superintendent at various OVAC-member schools.

Edge coached in various capacities rt Trizdelphia, Warwom! and Wiatersvifle high
scheols, stating the wrestling programs at both Triadelphia and Warwood as well as
Euur junior high programs is Chio County. He coached Warwood to an undefeated sca-
son and an OVAC wrestting championship zs well as sixth place finish in the W.Va.
State Tournament when there was only one ciassification. He also co-founded and
conchid summer track and girds’ softball programs in Wintersville.

Among his sceolades were being named Ohio Eastern District Wrestling Coach of the Year in 1975; meceiv-
ing the OVACs prestigious *Mr. Mat® Awasd in 1979; induction into the West Liberty State College Hall of
Fame in 1997; and sclecsion to the WLSC Wall of Hozor for Quistanding Akamni in 2803,

Edge serveal ns president of the OVAC during the 1986-87 and $987-88 school years and served as a member
of the VAT Exscurive Board fur many years. He was also 2 past president of the Tri-County Athletic League
and the East Central Ohio League,

He also oificiated at variows levels in football, basketball and track.

Edge represented Wheeling High in the 1954 OVAC All-Star Footbail Game and then went on to West
Liberty State College where he was a four-year lettermen, two-time ail-West Virginia Conference selection
and the team’s co-captain as a settior,

He received his BLA. in Busipess Education, Heaith Education and Physical Education and a Master's
Degree in Secondary Admisistration from the University uf Dayton. He s o U8, Agrey veteran, serving
nctive duty from E258-60 and in the reserves from 1960-63,

Dr. Vincent ‘Vince’ Monseau (OVAC ‘Contributor”)

Dr. Vincent “Vince” Monseau (Weir High School, Class of 1958). Think of the sport
of wrestling and you think of Monseau, who enjoyed suceess at the high schooi level
Jocatly before making bis mark at West Liberty State College.

As a high school coach, he spent nine years at Oak Gien, Charleston and Weir bigh
schools, guiding the 1967 Osk Glen squad to a W.Va. State Tournament championship,

After one year at Peru State in Nebraska, he spent 31 years (1973-2004) s head
coach at West Liberty, compiling a 359-221-7 record. He coacked 72 All-Americans,
34 Academic All-Americans and six National Champions and guided she Hillleppers to
a pational runner-up finish in 1995,

Monseau, who alsn coached football and cross country during his days p WLSC,
directed the NAIA National Wrestling Tournament in both 1979 and *B7 and was an administrative assistant
for the NCAA Division 11 National Wrestling Tourzament in 2003,

His awanly are nemerons, including the OVAC 'Mr. Mat® award in 1983; NAIA Hall of Fame in 1987;
USA Wrestling Bronze Level Member Coach in 1987; West Liberty State College Athletic Hall of Fame in
1997 NCAA THvision H Southwest Regional Coach of the Year in 1996 and 19Y7; National Wrestling Hall
of Fame in 2002; NCAA Division 11 Wrestling Hall of Feme in 2003; and Natienal Wrestling Coaches
Asseciation Lifetime Member in 2004,

Currently in &is fifth year ag principal at River High Schoal, Morsean also dirceted youth wrestfing camps
at West Liberty for nearly 30 years.

As on athlete, Mogseau participated in footbatl, wrestling aml track at both Weir High and West Liberty
State Colege and fater participated in many distance races, including the Boston Marzthon zad Wheeling
Bistance Race.

Monsean ultained his B.A. degroe from West Lileny State College as well as both a M.A. and Dioctorate
of Education from West Virginia University.

John Sorrenti (Media)

John Sarrenti (Weir High School, Class of 1956), Even if you doa't know Sotrenti,
you probably recognize his vaice.

Back in 1954, at the age of 16, he began what wouki be a 40-yenr career as @ sports
announcer for WEER Radio in Weirton. During that time, he broadcast football, baskethall
anyd baseball games for four OVAC-member schools — Weir, Madenna, Brooke and
Wintersville,

Afier retiring from that position in 1994, ke worked four years for tefevision station
WTOV-TVY on foatball “Garse of the Week™ tciecasts and alse announcsd the OVAC
Wrestiing Toumament telecast in 1996.

As & Jong-time friend and supporter of the OVAC, Somenti served as Master of Ceremonies for the OVAC
Quesn of Queens competition for five years in the mid-1980s and he has bocn the Master of Ceremonies at
the OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet since its inception.

Among Sorrenti's awards, he was hotored on the Weir High Wall of Fame in 1995 and received two
separate honors from the Dapper Dan Club of the Upper Ohio Valley, including the 20169 Robert 5. McKelvey
Memorial Awant,

Sorrenti began 4 political career In 1082 when he was elected as a Weirton City Councilman. In 1986, he
was electedd 88 8 Hancock County Commissioner - a position he was re-glected 10 twice for a tosal of 18 years
in office.

He kas also served as Purchasing Agent for Hancock County Schools and Adult Education and Flacement
Coordinator of the John 1. Rockefeller 1V Career Center and is currently Manager of Training st Mountaiseer
Casine, Resort and Racetrack.

Gene Ford (coaches)

Gene Ford (Indiza Valley North High School, Class of 1970). As colorful and well-
known ps he was successful, Ford compiled a 440-262 recond in 31 years as a high
schaol boys' basketball conch. )

He coaghed one year at Shenandoah and five at Tuscarawas Valley before making his
mark dusing 23 years ot Cambridge High {1980-2005) where he won 400 games aad fost
183,
Ford's Cambridge teams compiled & 39-25 record in toumament play, winning 18
sectional titles, eight district crowns and five regional championships Jeading to five
state unament appeacances (1987-84, 1991-92,1994-635, 199596 and 1999-2000),
including = runner-up finish in 1994-95. His teams also won 10 East Central Ohio League (itles.

He received “Coack: of 1he Year™ honors iz the OVAC, Eastern District, District 12 and ECOL and was the
OHSBCA Division H State “Coach of the Year” in [988.

Ford served as president of the Bistrict {2 Coaches Association, as a trustee for the OHSA A Foundation and
on the Board of Directors of the Ohlo High School Basketball Hali of Fame Museum. The recipient of the
OVAC Ear) Hoberfielt Coaches Award dn 2008, he was inducted into the Ohic High Scheol Basketbali
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2007,

As nn athlete, he esrned 11 varsity letters (four in haschall, four in track, three in basketball) at Midvale
aned Indian Valley North. He scored 1,310 carcer points ant earned first team all-Ohio, ail-Eastem Tisstict
and all-Inter Valiey Conference accolades in baskethall sod was a state qualifier in the pole vault in track.

He was a four-year letterman at Muskingum Colloye in basketball, scoring 1,717 points (second smost in
school history} while earning alt-Ohio Athletic Conference “Athlete of the Year™ honors and UPI “Smalk
America” accolades. He was a charter member of the Muskingum Athletic Hall of Fame in 1980,

Henry ‘Hank’ Lazasz (Coaches)

Henry “Hank” Lazasz { Warren Consolidated High School, Class of 1450). A piltar

of the hoys” basketball hing o ity for 34 years, Lazasz to 1he 4%)-victory

E}nmau a3 his tearns at Warren Consolidated, Buckeye South, Buckeye SouthWest and
uckeye Local combined for a 405-301 recend.

All 10ld, [azasz-coached teams won four QVAC championships, 10 sectional titles
and three district crowng while havisg two teams go undefeated in the regular season
(1970 and E97T}.

1n §% vears at Warren Consofidated (1958-72), his teams were F79- 120, winning two
OVAC champiunships €961 and 1976). The 1970 squad posted a 22- | recond, wisning
08 AA Class A sectional and district titles before bowlng in the regional.

I 16 years at Bu.c!mem South, his teams were 2£1-133 and won two OVAC championships (1977 and
£981}, eight sectional titles and two district crowns. The 1977 team was 22-| znd moked No. | in Obio Class
AA, losing in the regional finals. That year, Lazasz wes named Ohio Class AA “Coach of the Year™ by UPI
and Bastern District “Coach of the Year” by AP

He concluced with two yeass ot Buckeye SouthWest and then was herd coach in the first year of the complete
Buckeye Local consolidazion in 1990-9].

Lazasz alsu was the OVAC all-sports “Coach of the Year” in 1970 and received the Upper Ohic Valley
Dapper Dan Club’s Carl Hamill Awand in 3990, He coschied in both the Oido Nonh-South Adl-Star Game and
the OVAC All-S1ar Classic s had two yearly OVAC basketbali schofarships named in his konur, He receive
the GVAC's Earl Haberficld Coaches Awarl in 1985,

He was s member of the DHSBCA and served as presidemt of the Distder 5 Basketbatl Cosches
Association, He was also inducted imo the Ohio High Scheol Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame
amd the Distes 5 Basketball Cozches Association Hall of Fame,

1.azesz was a three-year letterman in high scheol basketball at Warren Conselidated in both basketbali and
{footbald. He thes lettered two years in basketball and four in foctball at Bethany Cotlege before serving two
years in the U 5. Army.

Bill Paolisso (Officisls)

Bill Paolisse {Weir High School, Class of £946). He was a mainstay amang arca
officials, working OVAC (ontball and boys/giels basketbali gumes for a 50-year period
from 1948- 1998, frst with the Wheeling boand and later with the Welrton-Steubenville
boand.

Paclisso officiated 10 West Viginia state championship football games duting his
career and several Ohio-West Virginia and OVAC All-Star football games.

T baskerball, he officiated more than E0 postseasen tourmaments (secticnals, region-
als, state), including 19 uate tournsments. He worked the first Samuel A. Mumley
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic in 1978 and also was a referee in the West Virginia Conference.

Amang Paclisso's officisting awandy are the OVAC Rober Dewson Officials Awani; the Ohio Valley
Foathall Coaches Association Oificials Awand; the West Virginia Secondary Schools Athletic Commission
Awant; and the Weirton-Steubenviile Gfficiats” Board Award.

Paolisse was a Lkree-sport atblete al Weir High (football, basketbalt and basebally. He was first team all-state
in foothz!l and basketbal as a senior, saming all-OVAC honors in basketball twice and orice in foothall. He
was dlse all-tournament for the state champion Red Riders’ brasebali team.

He played two years of professional baseball in the St. Louis Cardinals’ organization {1952 and [933) amd
ke served two years in the ULS, Ay,

Harold ‘Doc’ Daugherty (athicte - 19405)

Harsld “Doc” Daugherty (Weir High Schoo?, Class of 1945). In 1945, be bevame
the First of only seven high school athletes 1o win the W.Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year
Award, the state’s oldest honor datisg haek to 1934, A first 12ans, afl-class, alb-stater in
foothall, baskethall und baseball, he also eamed Afl-OVAC football snd basketball honors
as a Red Rider senfor.

The two-way back fed Weir 0 a 9-F footbalt recond in 1943, losing only to state
champion Parkersbury. As a senior, in 1944, he led Weir o a 40-13 victory over
Parkersburg and accounted for five touchdowns - a T run, two TD passes, o 161-yard
pass interception renwn and en 80-yard kickoff return.

Daugherly’s two-year carcer included rimsing and passing for 1 925 yards and 31 touchdowas. He also
returned kicks and was a star defensive back. .

In basketball, the afl-stater helped Weir to a 22-2 record. In baseball, ke led the Red Riders to the one-class
state championship in 1943, A

He signed a football scholarship to Ohiu State University where he played ot 8 7-2 recond deam as o fresh-
man starting safety. In the fifth game, he moved into the starting offensive lineup as tailback. He was drafted
int the 11.5. Army i April of 1946 and, afier discharge, he signed » professiona] basebail contract with the
Detruit Tigers and played pro basebafl from 1948-53. Included were thive years in Class AAA with Buffalo
and Toledo. He opencd the 1931 season with the major league team, but retumned to Toleda after a month.

When 1hé Weir High foothall coaching job apened, he was hired and prided kis second team, in 1935, 10
an §-2 record ond an OVAC title. He alse continued his pro baseball caecer by playing in the late 19509 in
Minot, N.I2., and Mitchelt, §.0., and was manager of {arm teams in 1964 and 1965 in Coco Bench. Fla, and
Ihituth, Ming. He capped his high schoo) coaching career in Bedford, Ohic.
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Jim Hanna (Aeuete - 19505)

Jim Hanna (Weir High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport sll-star whe Jod the Rad
Riders to two state one-class championships us a senior, he is one of the most decomt-
ed athletes in schoel history. A varsity footbalk starter ns & freshman, he centinued fo
excel under Hall of Fame coach Carl Hamill, who lebeled Hanna and Taugherty us “two
of the finest alf-around athletes”™ he eoached in his legendary carser.

T E349, Hanna staered o the 1310 recond Weir footbali team which won the first
W.Va, fargest Class A playoff title with a 27-13 victory over Milton, The two-way
endipunterflacekicker landed nine tonchdown passes und scored #3 points as 4 senjor
when he was nuinner-up for the West Virginis Piayer of the Yese Heisomn Award (now the Kennedy Awant)
und was selectzd first team Al-OVAC, All-Valley and Afl-State. He alse played in two all-star games: West
Virginia ve, Ohio and the West Virginia North-South gamse.

Tn baskeiball, he was second team AI-W.Va. and Al-OVAC.

11 haseball, ke pitched sod batied Weir to the one-class West Virginia charapionship. In the -3 finuls” win
over Easi Bank, he struck cut 10 in a six-hit effort and basted in four runs with 1wo singles,

He accepted a football scholurship from legendary Kentucky coach Puul (Bear) Bryant and started at end
on & freshman squad quarissbucked by Bubs Parilli. He left school ta play minor lsague basebali for severa
seusons before returaing to Weirtor, where he has been a long-time loczl American Legion, high schoof and
summer baseball coach und scout,

Bill Jobko (Athtete - 19505}

Bili Jobka {Bridgeport High Schoof, Class of 1953). A three-year, three-sport
Bulldog athiete in football, baskelball rad bascball, he carned AI-OVAC und All-
Valley football honors s & senior linemac.

Receuited by Ohin Stute University, he became a two-way offensive puard and
linebacker who played on the Huckeye nationa title teams of 19534 end 1957 when the
Huckeyes won twa Rose Bawis. He was team MVP in 1957, He is the onby player in
Biyg 11} Conference history 10 never play in 4 losing Bxg, ) regular season game. He
recorded u safety for the College All-Stars in a 35-19 victory over the NFL champion Detroit Lions, one of
only eight simes the collegians defested the NFE champions in the annuaf classic.

He was drafted by the Los Angeles Rums and played for the NFL team from 1958-62 befors performing
for the Minnesota Vikings from 1963-65. Jubke capped his pro playing career as u team defensive captain of
he original Atlanta Falcous in 1966, From 1967-89, he worked for the Falcons in varicus roles -assistant
coach, scout snd Threetor oF Pro Player Personnel. He closed his NEL career gs chief college scout of the
Phoenix Cardinals from 1989-94,

Bridgeport High School honored Jobko by maming the street entrance to Perkins Field as “Bill Jobko Way"
and then on Aug. 21, 2008, dedicated its home complex as “Bifl Jobko Football Stadium.”

Tim Anderson (Addete - 1960s)

Tim Anderson (Follunsbee High School, Class of 1967}, Anderson’s fontbull career
was & well-traveled one, as well us & quite successful one. He first realized grid greatness
in Follansbee, o prep camer so good thut & landed him & scholuship ue one of the premier
football colleges in the nation — The Chio State University.

Just Jike for the Blae Wave back on the banks of the Ohio River, Anderson starred
for the Buckeyes, so much so that he was 2 first-round pick of the San Francisco 49ers.
His NFL, days, bowever, got off to a defayed start due to contract difficulties. En the
meantime, Anderson enjoyed an pll-league honersy ssinn wilh the Canadian Football i
League's Toronto Argonuuts,

Anderson was a three-sport standout at Follansbee High, In addhien o his meny football schievemenis,
the 6 f1., 195-pounder distinguished himself quite aicely in baseball and track.

As 1 seniar, Andersom’s Blue Wave went 8-2. Those two blesnishes came n the season’s first two pames,
coentests is which Andersen did not play due to injury. In just eight games, Anderson mushed for 863 yands
and also led the team in tackles As a result, the two-way back camed all-OVAC, All-Valley and all-W.Va,
Class AAA first-temns honors. As junior, he was all-OVAC and Afl-Valiey second tearn.

He sturted two years for the Blue Wave baseball squad as an ewfielder. He afso joined the zack team as a
senior and was fifth in the state Class AAA shot put.

At Dhio State, Anderson started three yeurs a9 # defensive back, Dudng that span, the powerful Buckeyes
went 27-2 with two Bly Tes titles while also being named the consensus national champions in 1968, That
sewn beat the 0.1, Simpsen-led USC Trojuns in she Rose Bowl. As a senior, he was fist-team all-Big Ten and
was a first team All-American.

His Buckeye stardom proved a springboand 1o being the 223nd pick in the 1971 NFL dmft. He owned the
distinctiom of being the highest of the 12 Ohio State gridders chosen in that draft, including Jack Tatom. When
unable to zgree to terms with the 4%ers, he played four seasons in Canada before returning o San Francisco
and playing the 1975 campaign for the Niners, The foliowing season, Anderson played for the Buffalo Bills,

Mark Thompson (Athlete - 1960s)

Mark Thompson (Mount Pleasam High School, Cluss of 1969), Basketball was o way of
life iz the Fhompson family, with Mark being the most productive. His two nider brothers
— Rich and Firx — started 1 hoop tradidon st Mount Pleasant High in 1960, Every year
doring that decade witnessed a Thompson in the Muun!lcs starting lmcup, endlng with
Mark’s graduation in 1969, Murk set the family d, however, for b
He wasted no time making his presence felt on the hacdwoud, finishing as the second-fead
ing scorer for the Junior varsity team a8 u frosh, That jayves squad went 18-0.

Thampson was nothing short of mugical the next three winters, feading the team in
scoring wnd ding each cumpaigu. Hia plzy alsu sparked un eye-popping
92.9 reeond during that span for the Mounties, which included three successive sectional
co-champicnships, a distriet final berth and a district semi-fital appearance. As a sophowmore, the hard-working
hoopster averaged 17,6 points a pune. Thus figure jumped 1o 248 88 a jutior ad was capped by a 28.1 pee game
showing as a senior, incloding u career-best 50 lightings ugainst Smithfickl. Diering that senior year, the Mountics
zversged mare than 95 points a pame, topping the century mark in six of 18 regular season contests.

Al told, the 6 ft. 4 Thompson — who was blessed with both inside and outside scoring skills -~ exited high
school with £,623 points in his petfolio. He netted 2 host of aceolades for his basketball expetise, headed by first
team all-Ohic honors as both a junior and senior. He was also an all-Exstern District, all-Eastern Ohio Athletic
Lengue and #15-OVAC honoree all thiee years. He was captain of the GVAC teum as u senfor.

Thampson was no one-sport wonder us he aiso displayed his athletic prowess on both the gridiron and basebail
diamond. He was a two-way stioter in football, starring as quarterbuck and defensive back. The three-year mynlar
was an ail-Esstem District, si-OVAC and Eastern Chic Athletic League selection in ks junicr and senior seasons.
Thompson abso picked up thres letiers in haschall., chalked up two no-hitters and focr one-hitters.

Not surprising, Thompson received some 20 Division I college scholarship effess, He cast his Tot with
baskethall af the University of Floridu, Thempson was the second-iending scorer on the Gators” frosh team. After
redshirting us a sophornore due to an ankle injury, he worked himself into being a pan-thme starter during his
Jjunior and sepior seasons gid was a co-captain his final canpaign wilh the Gatocs.

Marty Coyne (Athlete - 19705)

Marty Coyne (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1977). Coyne was a three-sport stand-
out for the Cadets, but baskethalt was definitely the versatile 6 ft. 5 athlete’s meal ticket.

Coyne distinguished himself as one of the premier hoopsiers in the Ohio Valley
<during the decade of the '70s. He was a three-year starter in moundbali at Linsiy,
blossoiming into a visiid seoring maching Ris junior and seplor campaigns. Coyse nettedd
599 points in his jurior scasen aloze, good for a 27.2 average, He was also a beast on
the boards, grsbbing 14.2 caroms per outing. He nearly dupticated these numbers in his
seqdor campalgn, scoring 598 points for a 27.1 aversge. The tmlented post’s rebound
totalz ballooned to 16.5 per game.

Coyne’s scoring antics were tops in the Ohio Valley both seasons, His single-game high wae 46 against
Whaeeling Centeal. The dependable cager scored in double figures in all 47 of his kigh school starts. Coyne's
scoring prowess ulso trunslated into team success, The Cadets compiled 54.12 record during his final three
campaigns. The Bridgeport nutive garnercd all-City, all-OVAC aud atl-West Visginia hanors each for his last
twa years, He ulse was co-captain of the all-state seam as a senior. He ended his * illustrious hardwood career
with 389 points.

He was also a stndout on the geidivon, starting three seasons. The ghie-fingered receiver led alt Ohio Valiey
small school pass catchers his senlor sesson while also averaging 37.5 yands per punt, Coyne was also samed
#il-OVAC and alt-state first team for his foothal] success as a senior.

Springlime saw Coyre start thres seasens on the Linsly disnond, serving as co-captain #s u senlor,

After preduation frons Linsty, Coyne received an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy at Wess Point
{NY). He had the privilege of playing for the row legendary Duks hem coach Mike Krzyzewski. Coyne started
three seasons, helping the Black Knights of the Hudson 0 an NIT benh in 1978, He averaged 15.6 points a
pame 3 8 junior and [6.5 points as o senior, His £,126 career points ranked 11ih on the sil-time Army scoring
fist at the time of his graduation. He also grabbed more than 400 rebounds for the Cadets, where he served as
go-captain as a senlor. Coyne ascended to the rank of LTC with 11 years active duty.

Mike Dawson (Aiklete - 1970s)

Mike Dawsen (Magnolia High School, Class of 1978). When you begin o recall the great
sthleses in Magnolia High annals, Mike Dawson is always near the top of the list. And why
nos? The rmyged 6 £, 2, 195-poonder eamed §2 lesters in four sports Tor the Blue Eagles.

It was football, however, which brought Dawson the mest acclaim, Following Ios senior
(,nd seasen m 1977, Duwson was sclected us the W.Va, All-Class Player of the Year by the

hd Club while as runnerap for the Kennedy Awand. That
sime seaso, e was named captain of the all-W.Va. Class AA team as a defensive back ufter
pilfering seven passes, He was also the captain of the all-Valley and all-OVAC feams.
Dawson rushed for 833 yarsds on just 112 carries in nine games as o senior for Coach Dave Clsar. He wa nomed
second-teum all-state ns a quarterback as a junior. For his career, Bawson accounted for more than 3 00) all-purpose
yards and totaled 152 poiats despite missing four games with injurics,

Dawson ultimately selected West Virginia University. As a sophomaore, he eamed o starting spof as 4 linebacker,
but he injured his knee while blocking 4 punf against Penn State. Dawson ended as a two-yesr Mountaineer grid
Jestenmas.

The tulented Blue Fugle was also dominant in baseball, He was u four-yeur starter, seeing setion at both eatcher
end shoristop and eering all-West Virginia faurels his junior and senior seasons after helping lead the Eagles to the
state tonsmament both veers, He was a two-time all-OVAC and ull-Villey bonoree, serving as captain of the latter as
u senior. Spring proved quite busy for Dawson. When not playing basehall, he was o vakuable contributor ty the Blae
Eagles” track team, Despite liile practics time, he was stilf able to sparkle i the West Virginia Class A stage track
meet. As u junfor, he was runner-up in both the 100-yard dash and lony jump, the [aiter on the strength of a leap bet-
ter thas 21 feet. He ulao wou the West Virginia AAL 100-yard dush in 1977,

Duwson’was-also a three-year starter in basketbatl. Among his many hoop highlights was a 36-point outhuist
against Whecking Park.

Charlie Keenan (Athlete - 19805)

Charlie Keenan (Steubeaville High School, Cluss of 1985). Be it on she gridimon,
wrestling mat or in the classroom, Keenan prided himself on excelfence and & sl three
areas of his life, he was nothing short of sensationat.

Keenan was the comersione of Big Red's initial siate prd playoff ckampionship,
captaining the 1984 yrid juggemaur, He fed the Rene Saccocehs-coached pridders 1 a
13-0 season that f2l. He established new school records for tackles and sacks en route 1o
being namesd the siate’s Division Il Lineman of the Year. The first-team alk-stater was also
accorded honorable mention All-American plaodits, He wus named captain of the all-
OVAC and all-Eastern Bistrict teams and was selected 1o play in the OVAC and Obio
Narth-South All-Star games.

The releniless lineman was a three-year staréer for Steubenville thas went 30-0 in the regular season and 33-
2 averall. His geeat grid play earned him ihe distinction of being named the co-captain of the 198i)s Atl-Decade
Fouthull Teams selecied by The Imelfigencer. His Blg Red suceess proved a springboard 10 a football scholarship
o The Ohio State Umvcmty where he way a fetterman for the Scarkt & Gy gridders,

Keenan was just us impressive on the prep mats. He won a pair of OVAC mles caglurmé o the 175-pound class
S A sophmnme folinwed by the 185-pound crown us « junior before grbibing the brss ring as the Ohio state
Kingpin that winter. Keenan opted tonove up to heavyweight ps a senior, preparing him for the rigors of an Ohio
State gridder. That move to heavyweight set up & mutck against Bamesville High's mammoth and fallow 0OSH
grid seeruit Tim Moxdey. The two met in the OVAC finals in 1985, auracting possibly the fargest crowd et a
wrestling mutch in Ohio Valley annals, with Moxley pulling out 20 epic §1-8 miumph. It snapped Keenan's
45-natch winning stresk. Keenan wus swarded the George Kovalick Scholarship that year. He finished Bis Big
Rexd wrestling caroer with # sparkling 13018 record.

Heenan also opted i3 wrestie st Ohio State, eaming two varsity letiers in the mat spon.

He was the Steubenvilie High ictarier, contpiling a 4.0 GPA, He weni on tn earm master’s and doctorate
degrees, Afler receiving his OSU degree, Kernan netumed home and served as a teacher, administrator and
coacks at his alma mater, He now is a school seperintendent in nenhers Ohio,

Tim Moxley (Athtete - 19805)

Timt Moxley (Barmesville High Schiool, Class of 1985.) A heavyweight in every sense
of the word, Tim Moxley is certainly that. Moxley came up huge in both football und
wrestling for the Shanrocks. He enjoyed a star-studded and champion-filled four athletic
years af e western Belmont County school.

Monxley gamered ail-Ohio honors in football for the Red & Green while also grabbing
a palr of stule wresting champlonships. The 6 §t. 7, 300-pounder pardayed his prep
achievements into a football scholurship at The Ohio State University.

Moxley was a three-year starter on the Shamrocks” line. He helped puide the Red &
Green 10 8 17-3 raark over his last two seasons and the OVAC chumpionship in 1983,

He was accortded & bevy of first teanz all-ster honors for his senior season play. They included all-Vabley, all-
QOVAC, all-Eastern District and all-Ohio by The Associated Press, He was a second-tezm all-Ohio United Press
Entermational bonoree As a junjor, Moxley was a second-team gll-Valley selection.

Moxley carved out an even more glittering prep resume in the mat spon. The powerful heavyweight captured
# paiy of Ohjo state champlonships, matching the number of OVAC crowas ta his credit. As a senior, e led the
Stamrock grapplers to the overall OVAC Tournament title while ulse being accorded the prestigicus Bierkonte
Awerd. Moreover, the Moxdey-led matmen of Coach Darrell Davis captured the state toumament team title in
1945, His OVAC tide matches ngainst Stesbenville’s Chuudie Keenan — also joining this year's OVAC Hall of
Fame induction field — ere Jependary. Moxley handed Keenau his only two losses in the OVAC event. Moxiey
whis su impressive on the mat that he was selected 1o the USA's Scholastic All-America Wrestling “Dream
Tesm™ for 1984-85. He was third in the OVAC us o sophomare.

At Ohio State, Moxley was ali football. He moved into the Buckeyzs® stanting Jineup as a sophomore, after
sexing playing time inall 13 games o3 o recl-shin freshaien, He staned seven out of the Bucks’ fina eight games
a3 a sophomore. As 1 jonior, he started 1l 31 games and continted that stoag piay a5 o senjor. He played in two
buwl games for Qhio State — the 1987 Cotton Bow] and the 1990 Hall of Frme Bow]. Moxley was sefecial by
the Washington Redsking in the ninth round pf the 1990 NFL Draft.
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David Bosley (atlete . 19305)

David Bosley (Paden City High School, Class of 1993), Paden City prides itself on
quality basketbalt, T that end, David Bosley is on the short list of great Wildeats.

Baosley was a scoring termor et the tiny Wetzel County School. The scoring also imnslated
into a wealth of Wildcat winning as the Green & White advanced to the West Vigrinia
state tournament in 1991 and 1992, Coacl Bob Burton's *Cats also prabbed the OVAC
crowns in the F992 and 19493 seasons. All told, Paden City won B1 times and lost just £2
during Bosley's fnur?(enr heop carser. While the Wildcats were winning, Bosley was
scoring. He finisked his prep days with 1,996 points, incioding a senior camguign in
which he netted 29.2 poinls, 7.8 assists and seven rebousds per siaet, Those lolty  nmum-
bers earned him the captaingy of the afl-siate team. He was alsa captain of the alt- OVAC
squad that year and was bonored by the Dapper Dans for outstanding achievernent. During his sophornore amd
junior seasins, the 5 fe. {1 backcourt dandy earned all-OVAC and all-state honots gy Paden City mivanced o
the state tournament each winter,

Basley afso made use of his superb athleticism to star o the feotball fleld for Mike Flannery. The four-year
grid Jetterman sparkled as a quanietback, saming ali-OVAC first-team honars &s n junior and senior. Tle com-
picted 113-0f-221 pagses for 1,27t yards and 11 touchdowns while rushing for 489 stripes and seven additional
scores 9 4 senior. Bosley was named o the West Virginia ngs Ultimate All-State Football Teans, As # junior,
he completed 69-of-112 tosses for 395 yards and eight touchdowns. He also tushed for 559 yards and six TDs.
Basley was also a stellar puster, averaging 36.1 . o 29 boots.

Bosley aiso made his presence Rt in track aod field. He was an OVAC long jump champion and alse was
a state munnes-up in the 300-meter hurdles.

Busley took kis vass basketball skills to the next Jevel, earning a scholarship to LS is the m%}ged SEC. He
playcd four years for lcgcndgg{ Dale Brown, who setired afier Bosiey's senior campaign. In Bosley's final
roglar season game, he netied the Finaf four points of the game to give Brown his first-ever triumph over
Nelan Richardson's Arkansas Razorbacks since they joined the SEC in 1991, Bosley was awarded the LSU
Director Cup for academic excellence and was recognized as an SEC Scholar Athlete.

OVAC Hall of Fame
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Otis Winston (Athlete - 1990s)

Otis Winston (Toromto High Schuol, Class of 1992}, Wiastoa is synonyimouy with (hio
Valley high jumping, He still rerraing the measuting seick for prep jumping greatness.

Winston, however, was more than nn accomplished high jumper. He possessed malti-
faceted skills both in track as well as baskethall,

While becoming the Ohio Valley's first seven-ioot leaper, he was equatly as dominating
on the hardwoed, lettering four years for the Red Knights, while gamering first-team all-
Diio hoaors as a senior.

Wisiston is still the Red Knights™ all-time feading scorer via his |.433 markems. As a
senior, the athletic furwant carmed his team to an OVAC 3-A crown thanks, in part, o his
31.1 poims, k4 rebounds, six steals and six assists per pame.

He was the model of consi as reflected in a 20-pame streak of 30 points or more, His single game high was
46. He was both the Eastern District and District $ Player of The Year and starred in the Ohio Nerth-South Game,
scoring 18 poists in a winniag cause. As a junior, he averaged 23 points o game and was first-team all-OVAC. He
elso enjoyed a superh sophomore year, gaining first-team all-OVAC honors with his 18 points a game.

For the Red Knight thinclnds, the 6 0, 5 Winston was a thros-time state champiot, twice i the high jump and
in the lonz juraa as & senior with 2 22-10 effor. He eapured the state h's§h jump title as a sophomore with a 610
Jjump followed by his record-setting state lempof — &-11 the fellowing June.

His athletic achievements fed him to Columbus where be starred in both sports for The Ghio State University.

Winston earned All-American henors at OSL in track, winning the Big Ten high jumping title four times, twice
omdoors and twice indoers. He finished third in the NCAA as a freshman with his stifl Ohio State record of 7-4.5,
Winston competed in the 1996 Olympic trisfs.

He was no stouch for the Buckeyes in baskethatl, eaming a starting berth as o jurior, specializing as a defensive
stopper. He served the Buckeye houpsters a8 co-caplain as a senior and finished his career with a | 7-point outing
sgainst hased-rival Michigan. He was a three-year OSU basketbafl letiermaa,

Winston weat on te play professional basketball in Russia. As ordained erinistez, he stilf Lives in the Columbus
wra. He owns his own production company and 39 a bank computer technician. He alse finds time o coach track
at New Albasy High School.

Rick DeLuca (ovAC ‘Family")

Rick Deluca {Warren Consolidated High School, Clasg of 1970). Probebly the
only guestion regarding DeLuca is in what aspect of the OVACL hasn't he made o
significant contribution. Whether it the arduous task of compiling the conference
standings, serving on various committees, developing new ventures, coaching and
even reporting the events throngh the media, DeLuca has done it all,

He's the oo who puts together the weekly standings ina majority of sports in the
QOVAC, including footbal), vetleybafl, boys' and girls’ basketball and baseball,

It was DeLuca who formulated the OVAC basketbalf Xlayei?s, serving as the
director of that event, and who also combined with OVAC Executive Secretary
Tom Rataiczak to establish the OVAC Museuns — a historical look at the confer-
enee, its schools and athletes throughout the years - which is housed in WesBanco
Arena in Whesling.

DeLuca alsw serves on the OVALC Vaolleyball Committer, the OVAC Daseball Cormmmitice, the OVAC
Boosters Committes and the OVAC Scholarship Committee.

5 li-l!cl al;{! offers — through his Deluca Realty business venture - a yearly OVAC Volleyball
cholarship.

Deluca, who also coached the high school baseball teams at Bridgeport for three years and Buckeye
Locat for one year, is a veteran of the Ohio Valley media, working for more than 40 years as 2 part-time
sgonswﬁc:r af The Times Leader. He was a three-time finalist for Ohio Sportswriter of the Year by
the National Sportswriter and Sportscasters Association and received four swards from the Ohia Prep
Sportswriters Association. He alse wrole some articles for USA Today in its early years &nd bas had
several non-sports articles published in various regional and national publications.

Frank Baxter (OVAC ‘Contributer”)

Frank Baxter {Bridgeport High School, Ciass of 1949). When you think of
Bridgeport High School, this is surely one of the tames that comes o mind, After alt,
Baxter was of the Bridgeport sr,ﬂno! system for more than 60 years as a student,
athiete, teacher, coach end administrator.

As an athlete, ke was an all-OVAC honoree in foothall &9 a center-linebacker and in
basketball where he averaged 23 points per game os o senior. After o stint in the armed
services during the Korcan War, he emollad at West Libesty State College where he
played football and ran track and received a bachelor®s depree, later receiving his
master's frem the University of Daylon.

After teaching end coaching at Barnesvilfe High School for one season, he retirned
to his alma mater and began an incredible 47-year tun ay Bridgeport’s uthletic director — believed to be the
longest tenure in OVAC history — retiring in 2004,

From 1962 to 1980, he also doubled as the Bulldogs’ head hoys® basketball coach, guiding the tram to a
salid 269.128 record. His teams won four OVAC championships (1963, '66, *72 and *74); 14 sectional titles;
two district crowns and one regional championship. Bridgeport posted an unbeaten regutar season in 1966,
ending with a final 23-1 record and the UP Class A state poll championship; and finished as the 1969 Chio
Class A runner-up with a 23-2 record at a time when there were only two classes in the state.

Baxter was named the Ohin Class A “Coach of the Year” in 1966 and became the first recipient of the OVAC's
all-sports “Coach of the Year” awand in 1969, ¥le was lso selected Eastern Ohio and Eastern District “Coach of
the Year” un severaf occasions. In 1988, Baxter wag the Eastem District “Athletic Director of the Year” and he was
inducted into the Ohio Athletic Administrators Hall of Fame in 1994, He has also besss recopnized by the Ohio High
School Baskethat] Coaches Association, the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame through the OHSAA 1
1989 and with the Enré Haberfield Coaches Award at the OVAC Basketball Classic in 1987, Baxter received the Carl
Hamiil Awand froms the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2003 and when the new Bridgeport High School
was constructed, the [oor at the John J, Havlicek Gyramasium was named Frank Baxter Court.

William *Bill’ Davies (Media)

Willtams J. “Bili” Davies (Barmesville High School, Class of E944), A “gentle glant™
who wore many hats during his lifetime, it would be easy 10 labet Davies as “Mr.
Tarnesville” 1o many inside 2nd outside the westzm Belmont Cosnty community, but it
was in the media where ke made p:rh\;xys his greatest impact.

After enlisting in the Navy during World War 1 and serving with the Navy Seabees in
Okinawa, he ded Miami (Ohio) University and completed his education at The Ohie
State University where he graduated from the OSU Schoel of Joumnalistit in 1959,

A true “old school™ reporter who could recall many names and events at the drop of
a hat, his lifelong carcer was spent right in his backyard st The Barnesville Enterprise
wistid his retirerent in 1994, serving several years as editor-publisher while also covering
Shamrock sporting events religicusly.

Mot enly did he report on Bamesville athletics for The Enterprise, but he also was a
-“lc':“blﬁn qgnlril:rumr to the sports departments at The Times Leader in Marting Ferry and The Daily Je[fersonian
mLaml 3

Amaong tﬁz sporis-related awards Davics reeeived were a Distinguished Service Award from the Barnesville
wrestiing program in 1994; the District |2 Basketball Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award in 1996;
the Obio Basebalt Hall of Fame Media Award in 1997; and induetion into the Chio Prep Sportswriters Association
Hall of Fame in 1998,

Healso was indhctent into the Bamesville Arca Education Foundation Hall of Fane in 1998; was ramed Bamesville Citizen
of the Year in 1994; received a Pounsers Award fiwm the Ohie Association of Commemity Colleges; and grace the top of the
Hexitage Tree ot Belmont Techrical

Davies was a varsity letterman in football and baskethall in high school, end was & member of the gold
medal-winping basketbali team in the 1945 Pacific Olympics. He was a registered baskethall efficial for 20
years and served as Ohio Stadium bench scourisy and a9 an usher at Buckeye football games from 1958 until
the year of his death in 2003.

John Stephenson (Coaches)

John Stephenson (Waynesburg High School, Class of 1969). Regarded as the “Father
of Cadiz Wrestling”, Stephenson assumed the role of head mat coach in the second year
of the sport at the schocl,

His first lvam had just £2 wrestlers on the squad and finished 5-5-2, but by the next year
the team had increased o 34 members and the program was off and sunning.

What followed during the nest 19 years unii],rsuchhmscn i down afler the 1988
season was Lhat Cadiz wrestling became highly-sespected throughout the state of Chio and
was 4 perennial Ohis Vallay Athletic Conference powerhouse.

Stephenson-voached Cardinal squads won 12 OVAC Class AA dual meet titles, 12
QOVAL Class AA toumament titkes and the overall OVAC mat champlonship in 1981. His
teams also won eight sectional championships and seven district tiles with numerows top
10 state tourmament firishes, highlighted by the 1987 ieam which captured the Ohio Class
A State Wrestling Clampionship. That feat earned Stephenson the Obic Class A *Coach of the Year™ selection,

Under bis tutelage, Cadiz produced 29 stnte place finish including two state champions and countless
OVAC Toumament champtions. Stephenson's duarmccz record with the Canlinals was an impressive 142-18-2,

Far his many contributivns to the spert of wrestling, including serviag for many years on the OVAC Wrestling
Committes and as director of several sectional and district Stept was | with the
DVACT prestigious “Mr. Mat Award” in 1993, Harrison Central later recognized the long-time coach with the
naming of school's multip buitding os The John W. Stephenson Center.

Stephenson received his degres in Industrial Ants and Physical Education from Fairmont State College, whers
he was an NASA All-American wrestler. After stepping down as wrestling coach, Stephenson serveil as assistant
principal at Cadiz High School and then was promoted te principal st Harvison Central when the district reorga-
nized in 1999 and he maintained that position untif 2001. He has also served as principal ot Harrison Hopedale
Elementary, Harrison Lakeland Elementaty nnd has been Buildings and Grounds Supervisor for the district

Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt {Coaches)

Charles “Chuck™ Wart (Steubenviile High School, Class of 1945). A mainstay of
Big %ed athletics, Coach Watt made his mark both as head basketball and baseball
coach,

In basketball, Watt assisted Ang Vaccaro before taking over in 1967 and beginring
a 23-year stint as head coach. During that time, he compiled a stellar record of 356-
149, a winting percentage of 70,1,

Big Red won eight OVAC championships under Watt (1971, *75, *78, 79, *B0,
'81, "86 and *50) and he was named the District 5 Basketball Conches Association
“Cuoach of the Year” in each of those sensons while being samed OVAC “Conch of
the Yeze” in both 1971 and 1990, His teams wen 12 sectional fitles, including seven
%r]ziglgg l‘mén 9109)83 through 1990; and capttered four district championships (1970,

, "85 and "00),

He was inducted into the Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1994 and
into the District 5 Basketball Coaches Association Halt of Fame.

Watt also succeeded Vaccaro as the school’s head basebail coach, serving in that role from 1965-75 and
compiling a 192-87-4 mark. His Big Red teams won two OVAC championships (1968 and 1973); three
sectional fitles (1968, 772 and ’75} and one disteict erown {1972},

He alsa ceached the Steubertville American Legion Past 33 team for many years. After serving as ap
assistant 10 Vaccaro from 1957.82 before becoming the manager in 1983 and posting a 367- 103 record,
including state championships in 1984 and 1989,

Watt's coaching career actually began in his senior seascn at Steubenville College when be took over
at mid-season and puided & team that started out 3-5 to a 14-8 record to exm recognition as the “Most
Tmproved Teans in the Country™ as determined by the Edick Dunkel National Rating System.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

John ‘Streaky’ Haloszka (ofticials)

Jokn “Streaky” Haloszka (McKinley Vocational Schoo!, Class of 1943).
A dedicated and colorfual individual who was easily recognizable by his nick-
name, Haloszka spent 40 years as an official in the Ohio Valiey, working high
school games in football, basketball, sefibal, baseball and track.

He also officiated in the Wheeling Qutdoor Basketball League which fea-
tured such players as Ohio State University greats John Havlicek and Jeny
Eucas and West Virginia University legends Jerry West and Rod Hundley. He
also werked many years in the St. Vincent’s Tounament and the Sistersville
Independent Tournament ~ both widely-recognized for attracting 1op collegiate
players from throughowt the tri-state area.

He worked z host of West Virginia Secondary Scheol Adtivities Commission (S5AC) tourmament
games ot the sectional, regionat and staie levels end also officiated in the West Virginta Cathofic State
Tournament.

Among the henors Haleszka received were an S5SAC Service Award at the state basketbatl tousma-
ment in 1975; an SSAC Meritorious Award for 30 years of officisting footbalt and basketbalt in 1984; 2
Merilorious Awand for outstanding service ta high school aikletics from the Ohio High Schoo! Athletic
Association (OHSAA) in 1985; recogniiion from the Ohio Valley Board of Football Officials for his
many years of service in 198%; honorary lifetime memberships fo the Okio Valley Board of Football
DHficials in 1988 and the Ohio Valley Boant of Basketball Officisls tn 1990.

He was also honored by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club for outstanding achicvements and
condributions to high school sports in the arca in 1989 and recognized as an honoraty official at the
313t annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Ster Footbalk Classic in 2002,

Fred Bruney (athlete 19405)

Fred Braney (Marting Ferry High School, Class of 1949). An honored foathall player
at three levels — high schoal, eollege and pro, be etched bis aame in Parple Rider fore
a3 a senior when he led the 1948 team 1o 4 90-1 recond. Ferry was ranged No, 3 in the
Ohie vne-clasa poll behind No, | Massitlon (8-1) and No. 2 Canton McKinley (9-1). The
lone tie was a scorefess siruggle with unbeaten Triadelphia (9-0-1) played before 10,964
af Ferry Stadium,

After the mid-scason fie with the Triads, Bruney led Ferry 10 wins over Bellsire, 33-0;
Eust Eiverpool, 13-7; Steubenville, 20-0; Linsly, 35-0; and Mansfield, 6-0. Bruney lified
the Ridezs past East Eiverpook with o secomt half comeback, led W‘ Steabenvitle,
following a scoreless finst hatf, with 4 TD run and TD pass; wad the game’s only
TD in 4 64} win over state-ranked Mansfield, Ferry had seven shutowts and allowed only
19 paints.

The fouryer football player, whoalse Iayad haskethal] and ran track, escned All-Ohio honors from International
Naws Service na welt es A-OVAC and All-Easters Obio recognition. The triple-threut pluyer led the Riders in rush-
ing and scoring with 97 poinis plus six TD passes and alsp led the team in pass interceptions and kick returns.

He went on to Obie State University where the two-way back bad 17 pass interceptions — second on the
Buckeye charts, including three in one game. He was o first tezm A)-Big Ten Conference choice and played in the
East-West Shrine Game.

Buuney was the 35th overall dralt pick, in the third rousd, by the Cleveland Browns i 1952 and played sy
years in the NFL wilh the San Francisco 49ers, Pittsburgh Steclers und Los Angeles Rams, From 1968-62, he
Played in the upstart AFL with the Boston Patriots and twice earned AFL AR-Star status, He ended with 15 pro
pass interceptions.

e then served 35 years ng an NFL assistant coach with the Philadelphia Eagles, Atlanta Falcons, Tampa Bay
Buecanvers, New York Giants and Tndisnapofis Colts. When he retired in 1997, he had the longest tnore ss o player
and coach I pro foctbalt,

Bruney was the Upper Ohio Valley Papper Dan Co-Man of the Year in 1981 slong with OVAC Hall of Famer
Tom Keane and was inducted into the City of Marting Ferry Hali of Fame in 2009,

Henry Josefczyk (athiete 19505)

Henry “Huak™ Josefeoyk (Yorkyifle High Schecl, Class of 1956}, Afier five decades,
he holds the Ohbio Valley record for baskethall scoring average for a senior. The 6-foot-6
center scored 1,097 puints in 26 gnmes for a 422 per game norm. He averaged 17.5 per
pame with 728 podnts o 4 junior and his four-year totat of 2,00 points ranks in the Top
15 in Ohio Valley histosy,

An | }-fetter winner — four edch in baskethall snd baseball and three in football - he
Ted the Puetilfites to 4 22-4 team recoed as a senior. They won the Jelferson County title
for the second straight year plos the Obio Class B section and distriet erowns including a
win over ar unbeaten Strasbarg team before Tosing to Chagrin Falls, 62-60, in the regioral
toumament. As a senior, he broke the Yorkville single pame scoring recerd set by OVAC
charter Hall of Famer Ken Alessi by nelting 76 poinis against Shadyside, a team he also scored 60 on in another
game. He had 62 ugainst Linsly und four 50-point games te average 45.1 points for regular season. The 76-point
pame is the thisd-highest in OV history and came in the final regalar season pame, a 99-78 win.

losefezyk was sefected first team All-Ohio, AIL-OVAC and All-Eastern Ohio as well as Chuck Taylor All-
Ametica recognition by playing in the snnual Noerth-South All-Amesica Game in Murrny, Ky. He also played in
he Ohio/W. Va. vs, Kentucky AlE-Star prames in Huntington, W, Va, and Ashlend, Ky,

He reportediy had some 200 college scholarship offers and the senior class president and salutatorian selected
the University of Dayton. He was o theee-year varsity letterman with the Flyers after playing oo the freshrman seam,
In his sophomore season, he was a reserve on the 25-4 record NIT runner-up team which lost in overtime $o Xavier
ufter beating Fordham: end St. John's, At Dayton, he received the first John L. Macbeth Scholar-Athlete Awerd
in 1958. He praduaied in 1960 in Electrical Engineening and meesived # master's degree from Cuse Institute of
Technology. He returned to U as an instructor for twa yenrs, teaching fhe schoals first graduate dipital computer
courses. At the fime, Dayton was one of onty four colleges to olfer comnpuier courses, He then joined the business
waorld, working for E2 years for Intel Corp.

Don Sutherin (aduete 19505)

Pon Swtherin (Foronto High Schosl, Class of 1954). A LIum-onn, 12-lester winncer for
the Red Knights, he earned All-Oklo, AILOVAC, All-Valley and All-Eastern Ohio footbull
honors as a senior when he scored 19 of Toronte’s 24 TDs und accounted for 74 of the Red
Knights” 93 first dawns in a 5-4 record seasor.

The 185-pound two-way back-kick returner-punter-kicker scored 129 points and
accounted for 2,355 vards for an average of 250 vords & game. He rushee for 1,022
yarils and pussed for B33 yards. On defense, he setumed two of fovr pass Imerceptions
Tor scores.

He also led the Red Knights 1o a 16.2 regufar season basketball record, the second best
matk in school history at shat time.

He earned 2 foothall scholarship to Ohio State University and lettered all three varsity
seusons 43 a two-way buck-kick returner-kicker-punter on two Big Ten Cenfercnes title
teams. As a senior, on a Y-1 record team, he kicked the winning 34-yard-field which decided a £0-7 Rose Bowl
victory over Oregon.

Drrafied in the eighth round by the New York Gients, he starfed a 13-year pro career as a defensive back-
placekicker. He played two scasons in the NFL with the Giants and Pittsburgh Steelers and played 11 years in
ihe Canadinn Focibull League with Hamilion, Ottswa nnd Toronio.

A perennisl CFL Al-Star, he played in eight Grey Cup title games b 10 yoars and was on four champicnship
tcams, When be retined, he was the all-time scoring leader in the CFL and held 18 CFL records, He afsa served
as a CFL scout and assistant coach from 198191,

Irs 1992, he was inducted into the CFL Mall of Fame. He also is inducied into ihe Toronto High School and
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dun Halls of Fame. He resides in Hariville, Ohio, where he taught at Lake High
Schaol end served as football coach before retiring in 1997,

Larry Duek (athlete 19605)
Larry Duck {(Martins Ferry High Schecl, Class of 1962). Winning and Lagy Duck go
fnch-in-hand.

‘The prep gridicon legend was one of the key pieces in the Purple Riders” amazing suc-
cess in the Jate 19505 and early 1960s. The punishing and powerful Duck was a three-year
grid starter for Femry.

‘What is must remarkible abous his illustrious prid carcer was the ot that he never Jost
a game as the le Riders went 30-0. As a sophomore, Duck started gt middle guard for
the Ferrians, ¢oached by Hayden Buckley. As a junior, he started at both linebacker and
fullback as mokie coach Bob Wion guided another 10-0 campaigr. Duck’s contributions
did not go unnoticed &8 he was first-team all-OVAC and co-captain of the afl-Valley team.
Duck’s serior year wes even more amazing as Wion's chasges rolled to yet another 10-0
seasoit. Duck hauled in u myrind of post-season honors. He was named captain of the all-OVAC and all-Villey
teams and earned first-tesrn ali-Ohio plaodits a5 a fullback, He was named to the Senior Scholastic A#l-Amezican
Tenmn while alse gaining o spat in the Ohio Nonth-South All-Star Game in Canton. Moreover, he was named UPI
“Back of the Year” afler averaging 6.6 yards & carry, seoring 12 touchdowss and gaining 911 yards.

The 6 1., 220-pound Duck was no one-sport womder, 45 he was o starter in basketbull while aiso excelling in track.
He putted the shot more than 50 feet unc twirfed the discus better than 150 fect, hoth prodigious distances int that erz.

Duck aceepted a scholarship to WVL and sut Fy ed the Mountai ? freshrman team in rushing. His stay
in Morzantown was short-lived a9 he transferred to Merphis State Usiversity. The move worked out exceptionally
well es Duck started three vears af middle guanl. His teammutes voted kim MVP following his senior year. Buck
was also chosen to play in the presiigions Blue-Gray All-Star Game in Alabama,

Dhaek’s profific play bed him to being drafted by the Canadiaon Football League, He opted to remain ot Memphis asa
praduate mssistant, He metimed home snd acoepted 2 teaching pusition nt Martins Ferry High in 1970, He spent the nest
30 years at his alma mater, feaching, cooching nnd alsa serving o stint as aihletie direetor. He puided the Ferry boys bas-

| éeas by i 205 record and a district championship in 1982, He later coached the girls™ teor to much success.

Joe Niekro (Athlete 19605)

Jue Niekra (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1962). The younger hall of the most
successful brothers pitching tandem in Major League Hasebalt history, Joe carved his pro §
niche afler distinguishing himself on the mound ot the prep and collegiate levels.

Nickro pocketed 221 Major League wins 83 be and older brother Phil teamed for 539
victories, still the professionat high water mark.

His athletic feats took toot ai Bridgeport High, where he wus more than Just a pitching
stundotrt. Niekro, in addition 1o his buseball aceoludis, was un all-OVAC basketball player at
1he Kitkwood-based school. Niekro was a major player in the Bulldogs capturing three straight
Class AA baschull sectional and disteiet tides, the largest cluss in Ohia at that time.

e closed out his prep career in stelfar fashion, tossing a no-hitter sgainst Martins Ferry
in the sectionz] senmifinals, He was honored a9 an all-Eastern Ghio haseball selection,
Bascbail had no OVAC All-Star team at that time.

Following his seecessful Bridgepert tenure, the Blaine resident matriculated o West Liberty State Collepe
where played both basebatl and basketball for the Hilltoppers, Niekro helped pitch the Gold & Black of legend-
ry Coach George Kovalick to the 1964 NAIA national tille.

His collegiate fetes helped propel Niekro to a 22-year Major E.eague career, He pitched for seven teams dur-
ing his earcer, with 11 seasons as a membey of the Houston Astros. He won 2] games for the Astros in 1979
and followed that with 20 moere victories in 1980

During the 1573 campraign, he mads the Mational Leagae All-Star team, leading the semtor clreult i wins and
shatoats (5} He won the Sperting Wews Pitcher of the Year Award and was runnee-up to Brace Sutter In the Cy
Young voting. Nickro pitched in one World Series, that coming in 1987 with the Minnesota Twina. Joe kit one
oraior league heme rim, that coming off brother PRI in 1976,

Niekmo died Oct. 25, 2006 afler suffering 4 brain aneurysm, but his Jegacy lives on through The Joe Niekro
Foundation created by his only dauphter, Natatie. The foundation’s proceeds are donated to various hospitals in
an cffort to expand aneurysm treatment and research.

Less Browne (Athlet: 19705)

Less Browne (East Liverpoot High School, Class of 1979), From Columbiana County,
ta Colorado, ta Canada, Browne was an afl-star football plsyer at every stog.

Browne was a threc-sport standout at East Liverpood, with footbalt being his forte.

His grid heroics ore highlighted by eight kickoff or punt retums for touchdowns under
the [ate Ted Maley, In his senior year ot Bast Liverpool, Browne rushed for 992 yerds and
scored 36 poins in eaming second-team all-Ohio honors.

. Browne was also a standout basketball player and sprinter for the Potiers while also
owning the distinction of being his senior class president. He was chosen East Liverpool
Review “Player of fhe Year™ in 1978,

The vemsatile grdder was recruited to Colorado Siste s a moning back. He quickly and
seamlessly made {hd transition to defensive back, starting in the Rams’ secondary [oe three
years, The 5 1L 11, 1 7o-poindér led Colorado State in interceptions in 1980

Feliowing hia stellar collegiate carcer; Browne signed as a free ngent with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats in 1983 and
he wasted no time making his presence felt north of the border. He camed sil-Eastern and CFL ali-star swanks
% o defensive back in 1945 and 1986. Browne moved ori'io star for the Winnipeg Bive Bombers from 1982.91.
During the katter iwa years, he established CPL records for most interception retim yands hn 6 scasen with 273
ani 267, respectively. After one year with the Ottaws Rough Riders, one in which he aguin led the leagre in
inferception return yardage, Browne closed out his CFL career with the British Columbta Lioss in 1994, The
Lions captured the coveted Grey Cup that season. Browne set keagne records for most career irt=cceptions (87}
and most regulas-season interception retura yardage (1,508). Afier bis playing days, Browne went on ta serve
as un assistant coach in the CFL.

Halls of Fame are nothing new 1o Browne. He was inducted into the East Liverpool Halt of Fame in 1993 and
he was Tater inducted frto the Caradian Football Halt of Fame,

Mike Wright (Athlete 19705)

Mike Wright (Wellsville High School, Class of 1976). Regarded s one of ihe most ver-
satile athietes in a tadition-rich school, Wright etched his aame in the Tigers” foothall and
busketball record books.

Wripht starred at quarterback for three years sl nise was 1 four-year starter ot point guand
for Coach Bebby Dawson’s heop juggernaut.

‘The & i, 3, 185-pound dual-reat quanierback guided the up-river Tigers (o their bes Suee-
yisar tun in sehool prid islnr%{cnmpﬁing u sﬁ;j:kiin r 24-6 curd, highlighted by a schoalbest
-1 deadper in his justior year. Wellsville went 8-2 in Wright's senior year, with both blemishes
by & single point. Wright was a two-time all-OVAC first-team honoree while also pamering
aﬁ'uistna botnes. He was one of the valicy’s most prokific gridder, accumnuluting 1,218 yards
in toial affense and 15 THs.

‘Wright was even more impreasive on the hurdwoud,

As amere frosh, he played an integral mole in the Tigers winning 18 of 23 games, good for Class AA sectional and
district championships. As a sophomare Wright, combining crafimess with aihivticism, sparkled in a 2§-1 season,
which sew the Tigers gain the No. | ranking in the UP poll. Wellsville foliowed that with s OVAC Class AA chag-
plonship in Weight's #uninr cattpaipn. The Tigers went £9-2 and ugain tlaimed the top spot i the 1P] poll

That set the table for a senior baskeiball season like ne other in Wellsvilte boys* history,

Wright led Wellavile o it Brsi-ever state toumament berth. The spotless Tigers fell v Dayton Roiby in the state
toumey semifinuls. The seasen lso saw the Columbiana Countlans pockes another QVAC Class AA crowa, For his
efforts, Wright was named Eastern Districs “Player of The Year” while gumering second-team ali-Ohie honors from
the Associzted Press and third-team alf-state plaudits from UPLL The two-gme alHOVAC pick was named capiain of
the alt-Valley team his finn] vear, in which he averaped (5.} poims per gwe,

- Wyighi accepted a foothall grnt-in-gid to Bowling Giren State Uriversity, Wisght landed the starting quarierback
job hiz junior year, pussing for more than £,8( yards. He followed that with more 1,100 passing vasds ns u senior
while earning 2ll-Mid American Conderence
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Melissa Hammond (Athiete 19805)

Mefissa Howumond (Shadyside High School, Class of 1989). This Ramer Lady
Ta?rwuu:mhuhmmmhmm.bl!whﬂmhﬂm

Hrmnond was s four teerwinner for the Lady Tigen who went oo a
fmymmmdwmﬁ:ysuccdmadﬂnahﬂmmhmaym

At Shwdyside, Hammond was a proflBec shooler en roule 1o ber schoot-record 1,516
pimlﬂr&wndllzﬂuwmmgmh.uaﬁpu&n,ulmmm;hlm
sgairst Buckeye Nocth is afso togs in schaal history.
During ber Jindor acason, Hammond becarzie just the second femake in Olrie Valley history o avorage f keast
30]:001:;; ot 30.2. She was morp than a scorer, however, sa the xveraged 9.1 reboundy, 6.2 aasists, 3.0

ﬁﬂum-puhigmls
A 4 waitor, Hammond averaged 28.1 points s game and waa natired al-Otido Divislon IV State Player of the
Year by UM, She also averaged 9.5 rehounds, B.1 assists, 6.3 steals, ahot 48 percent from the floor, 80.1 percem
nﬂ:mmwmﬁm&mw
Hammood was named second-cam Iry The Amsocisted Press twice and was sckecicd (o the Ohlo

ot discus,
m\':dl,]ﬁ)pimﬁ'u'nlm‘}} which is

Jeff Sweitzer (Atblete 1980s)

Jrﬂ'Sudm(Bmuku Hlﬂ]‘lSdm)l Clazs of 1987). This former Bruin was onece
described by coach, Paul “Bod™ Billlaed, as the best player he ovar

Hudeﬂum:[ymwnfﬂxnmdmuedﬂmhumcmmﬁvmlhemedmgnm
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpin.

Sweitzey helped Jead the Bruins to back-o-back appearances in the West Virginia
mmlm:ppmasaqmrmd 'Jmm;inrmdmiwm He
was a {our-year mainstay for pr&?mm = & rirning back, defen-
sive back and kick returmer before gmquanubs:k.

Ax & senior, when the Pruins finished 11-2 s the state numner-up, Sweitzer set an
(Ohio Yalley record for totnl with 3,399, He also accounted for 36 touch-
downa, OF his yardage tow, he had 2,203 paasing; 674 rushing and 522 on kick retums.

After thnt senjor season, Sweitzer, who also thined in basehall for the Bruins, repeated on the first tcam
all-gtte squad and was named tho captain of the offensive unit. He was sbso numer-up for the Kennedy
Award that reason. He was twice named all-OVAC and alt-Valley and was the Gatorsde State Player of the
Yw He was algo listed in the USA Todsy ss West Virgiia Player of the Year and an hunouble mention

wcgnpunﬁ]l - American Team.

thet sccepied 3 scholarchip to the University of Aloon. As wa the case ot Broake, Sweitzer
k{,:nunklnkr:ﬂmmmdnummghukbcfombemmmndxmmmhckfcxhuﬂm.lm
o yoars, Sweltzer peased for 2,744 which is 10th on Akron's career listing. He passed for 1,599
yards ps a junior.

sarred in aofiball st WLSC,

Joanna Bernabei (athiete 1990s)

Jounns Bermabei (Weirton Madonns High School, Class of 1993). This former
Lady Blue Don was one of the most prolific and ursclfish twskethall players fiom the
Chio Val
BﬂTui‘tzhdF:dwgtﬂtklheLndthleDmumﬂm e
mmmﬂ,thwhqhﬂmﬂwmoflwz,bhdmnl home the sool's secood
with a brilitant 24-2 reoond.

Durmgmnl 2 campaign, Bermabel sveraged 17.5 polnfy, aix rehounds, seven assists
il five deals per game whike surpassing the 1,000-poirt mark, All wld, she finished her
F:xmwmmlﬂﬂlmmmﬂmm&msm“mm

fter ber senior Bemabed cqlmoflhe“cst\’lrgamaGmAAu‘
Smmnmﬂc;ghnfﬂrﬂVACClmAM Virginia tean when basketball was
w fall sport. She competesd i both the OVAC aid Sotﬂhl]lmgm'nn.:\llhﬂ.
Bernabel waa o three-time all-stater. Sho was a sccond kwin cholee a1 end n first tzam sclection e
8 junkor.
Ve’lﬂlcbmk:tballwm“mmhﬂmad:}humm'k.drﬂwundgwhmhmﬂ:ﬂ“ﬁdd#m
4 termiy, eaming lefters in each 1993, Bemnabel brouglt two medals hook from est Yiginia
mmm%um-pm:i the whning 4x200-meter reloy as well m the winning stexile burdle relay. She
rannl:gmﬁrsm:nm:rmhlﬂ)—umr:hylmn Truring ihe 1992 termis sewson, Bemabe was a part of an
DW\C-whmmgﬁmblu tni teoniy,
Dermbed completed her degree in 1997 from West Libeny State Colloge. During her carcer with the Lady
H'Ill.ul;w's.dnmcdl?Tpmmu-dl'midmiwhh]lDTuwis.whichhllmNCMDwmmllmd[hn—hg

saic tournexs i

BCTLOC BCOLSOT, nmmwmcmthmmmsmllmAmmnhh@ﬁ
lend WLSC 40 & NCAA Tournsanent She wes ramed first team all-conforance i the WYIAC &l
)mmdwui'ndwladmﬂwwmu ﬂll&m}llﬂomemlEﬂ"
emiered the coachting raoks st

/rghia Wealeyan. She was there fur a yoar and has also worked a1
Emnhmmnly,W:annuarﬂﬂrUnhmﬂyomelmlﬂmdnv.mlm.}umd-mniuﬂﬂprlngu

Class
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Richard (Dick) Thurnes (OvAC ‘Contributor)

Rickard (THck) Tharnes {Benwood Union High School, Class of 1946). During

Kyle Rose (Athiete 19503)

Kpia Rose (River High School, Clts of 1990). This three-eport Pilot athietz wis 2 standout
mnﬂoﬂﬂrﬁddmhnmymhf earming four letiers in torschall o go aloog
with three Letters each in wrestling and

Mﬂwmmmﬁlmfﬂﬁrﬂmﬂmmwam“xm
at cotcher and in the heart of the Pilots® bottiag order. He batied 366 &8 o fisdenan, 473 u
liq:tunm:.jmmajmimnﬂ.ﬂﬁunmmmmlnMOVACPh}wdﬂwa
swarda. A a sophomore, Rose had a an-bess percentage of 695 and be was 40-0f-42 sicaling
terses, That mark 1 sl an Obio Vafley stenderd. All told, he hit |3 home runs and dove 76
s, but missed 11 games 2 & sonior afker 4 bowt with moon.

Afler s semior b was oarned firg-i3n All-Ohio, all-Factern District, al-OVAC
l:nsil-li- Rl-ﬂl;phyu:lnbahﬂtﬂlﬂumdD\’ACdIﬂm

phya:lmhd.fcﬂb:l‘ﬂmm:lrncksd soris of %emdlhmmhalﬂiu‘,}:
mﬁrslmn]l-ﬁnmani:t.n]]-OVACmdall\‘aIky E oy aned scoring elpht touchdowns.
For his carcer, Rose mmassed 1,512 yarth and 14 imuchdowms i three m-u. He was also a defetpive sendout with

182 otal tacklen, alx sacks, four jons and aeven Aamble recoverics,

His wresiling career didn't begin wml| Itwasasqﬂrm:.hlhpmkudhl.pqﬁddy A:umph,}n&lbhcdli-ll,
but tumed & on ks a furor snd went 27-8. He wa fourth at the OVAC Wresting Toumament and advanced to the Obio
District Tournament. He full aﬂ\ﬂhﬂ:g@pluumﬁlmﬂx%ﬂmgﬂﬁdmd,mmmﬂr
OVACﬂmhhfmfﬂhm{]c&mmﬂtmm]uﬂdmmmlﬂmlSmenhto
mmma&:mmmﬂeﬂmwmmmnemmn 21 reconl
nh:u Tds aihletic carcer at the evel, Rose 2 scholar
Taylng tn cvory pame w4 Kyle 294 and wes

mdlLchdaumnm:anmDmll,lWIm

After spending aix
for two years wnd

in math-

5

parta

Marygrove Coltege. Hix handicap didn't prever from stayil
. He fed the Pliota to the OVAC titke in 2003.

from
coach of b i maser in 1998 and he held the post uatil 700

Charles E. Petty (0vAC ‘Family’)

High Schood). The ennire Ohlo AmkmCmfm
and the other eight “Founding
Uuledldlhlmuﬂg:mpkmwhmklnlNSwhmuxybrmgmwgdhumwhmh
frum both rides of the Ohlo River that they would establish what woald become {as of
m]])-mmmc&mnrfmmddbymumcmmﬂnﬁmﬂm

schools incfucied Bellsire, Foll
Fervy, ) , Powhatan,
Catholic Ceniral, Tiltonsville, Trinde!
Liberty, Wheeling, Wheeling Cerniiral Catholle and Yorkrille.
was 8 k2y cog tn the OVAC in iy cadly years, serving ma the firt official
secretary for 13 years from 1944-36, langer than emyone us been i that position excopt fot Sk

to this
cmdmrmn'me«ﬂ\-'AChﬂya u-n:k]:nylmaded]iﬂa['ﬁghSchol.

Mymbey

Petty wimiuglhn 194] West
“‘,Eg:: mﬂruchm;mh:mﬂkulT ufﬂmhem::ii 8ln:pl'rm:lr,u'.ilr:l".’cncnd.s.ﬂale
l:l'Hlfh. Joined Lisaly Tnatitute in I942~fh’ dhlelfcdimm'lndwlhchud
from 1944-51. Hia tﬂm(]Q-H—lS)nml’.tc ACChsIAAllU.nwiﬂ]alb-Smd.

%m school track mesty at
Triadelphla - lnl.:lllg:mlklayt ~ which had a three decade ore ending in the 19304,

in the xunmer of 1936 and taught In junior bigh until he passed
away a age 57 In 1963,

Bcunmlomh:mm.w Va,, he gduated from Pomeroy (Ohio) High School; aticided 1he Untversity
of Florida for two years and gracuated from the Universiny of Hilinols. He received a master's degree from
the University of Pittsbargh.

& 17-yenr carcer ax n head footbadl coach o tlee different apots, Thumes won m
chSpr:rcmtn(tdsgam(llZl&-’T) Emmmimmmm,lwwe\u was

the fact that five Thumes d teama poatad
His fint stop was Cameron High School, whore hie compi Mnhm:ywmlrk
of 1B-6-1, highlighted by an unbeaten (7-0-1) team in 1956 which was ranked No. 2

among West a small school teans.
then moved on to Warren Consolldated Hi Sctnol.minguhudctmh
&rllym(lgss-ﬁ‘))uﬂpoajnga‘fﬂ-%-ﬁm-k teams pu together unbeaten

semsond in E961, *62, ‘64 mad ‘67, The first tlree of thise teams won OVAC Clan A

dm’qiuuhl;nwhﬂ:u]]fnmm&ﬁomommh}cﬁclmm
After aside for » couple of years, ho rehamed (o coach the sewly-conolidated Bockeye South
High in its first two seasons (19 73),pw1nlacmhnmdl&3»lmcm¢
treceived meveral “Coach of the Year™ awanks the in 1964; The Timea Lender in

- from the Wheehing Imelligencer he ]
1967; and the Eaztern Ofio Athletic in 1961, ‘62, '65 and '67; and the AP Eastern District in 1964 and '67.
Thiznes was also the recipiend of Bdumliﬂhcmﬂlm'sﬂlhmmmpnﬂhnﬂ
Coaches Avard in 1965 and the Upper Oto Valley Depper Dan Chub's Dutstanding Achirvement Award In 1967,
He wat Inducted tnto the Ohio Valley Foolball Coachea Association Hall of Fame i 1985,
T}uuwwunlmnkmgﬁmmmambaskabﬂlmachmfd]awDVACHallumechnryumumd
he also coached baschall, track and golf at varicus times during hiy carcer.
lnhi;hlchﬂo]ﬂnmmlhwywmmmfnmmﬂulmlmhcmmmm
all-Weat Virginio recognition end fird team sll-OVAL botons,

He wend o to play af West Liberty Stale Colloge in the “Golden Era”™ of Coach Joe Banicll, sarting s
crtiter oo two undefeated teams and playing in the Pythion Bowl and the Smoky Mountain Bowl, both

Hiltopper victories

John Kirker (Media)

Joka D. Kirker (Wellsburg High School, Clags of 1934). Bom in Follanshee is 1913,
Kirker's in taste of the oewspaper business came af the old Wellsburg Dally Hernd
ulhlghuhxﬂmﬂcwuemumdwumﬂyﬂ:mmn;md&z

whmhclcﬂfurﬂrAnnyAhCu'plinl

E dhdwgcﬁ-mnlh:mml%hebrun:&ymnm(l%ﬂ)u

ndllnruiTthcmld-.‘imncw:pupuinSmﬂnnlkmﬂ moving into tha scws
as a dlstrict editor for the ramainder of his career, He was the longest-
eerving sports editor in the newspaper’s history, covering all high school sports s well
wpotls wnd MEMmer even. .
of Steubenyllia Sports Hall of Fame i I981;
Sports Writers Hall of Eame in 1583; ad the Upper Ghiia Valiey Dagper
DnnH.nlluf in 19%9.

Rirker way 8 member of scveral high choo) all-gar 4
Ail&mbmm:nd.&ﬂ-()ﬂom:.
dmmuinmmmunummumlwuﬁmmm:uﬂwudngmnlmdhmlng

F(th-kn-hnmm:Im » persocal persion. He owned andd trained §7 horscs for many year, regu-
hﬁyu@mgﬂrﬂﬂeBmJu:thdmOﬁmmdmhmlmmldnbvm
hamess racicg publicasioms.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Tom (Bear) Bechtel (ovAC Family;

. Yom (Bear) Bechiel (Wheeling Centrat High Schowd, Class of 1969}, Conumnissioner,
director, officidl..Bechicl wears many hats in the athletic realm, and ke wears them well.
Hs is 2 Jong-time member of the GVAC Sofitball Committee, currently serving ug fhe
OVAC Sofiball Commissioner and has been Game Director of the unasal Samuel A,
Mumley OVAC All-Siar Baskerball Classic since 2005,
As an official, Bechte! has worked area high schocl softball, basketball and foothal]
gumes dating back to 1974. He founded the Ohio Valley Bourd of Softhut] Umpsires, serv-
sg as secretary for 3 years; was un Ohio Valley Officials Board efficer for more than
20 years; and has officisted foothall playolf pames in Ohio and West Virginia for more
thars 20 years. He has worked 20 state tournaments in softball and six state championship -
games in football,

He alse umpires softball in the Wese Virginia Conference. -
In 1990, he became the first West Virginia recipient of the National Federation of State High Sch

Associations’ Officiuls Awant,

Bechtel hus been director of the City of Wheeling Recreation Departsnent since 1974, actively promoting varion:
youth sports activitics, He founded the Wheeling Recreation Summer Basketball League which has grown to mon
than 100 feams; organized the anrual Wheeling Basketball Shootout which hns brought numerous high profile ath
O‘ 7 &- C H ll f letes o the srea; and oversees the JB. Chambers 1-470 Complex which hosts more than 2 000 basebalk and sefiba

E games aomually,
a O ame A basketball and baseball player at Wheeling Centrat High, he gradusted from Wheeling College in 1973 anc
surved as an assistant basketball coach there frgn.lr{r U478, ball '
- He bas served as a color anatyst for WTRE-TY oo feotball and basketball broadcasts; werked as a radic
Sp onsore d by ROb inson Aut g Gr Dup antouscer for basketbell games; and was the public address unnouncer at Wheeling Jesuit University hom:
basketball games. He is also director of the annun! Unda's Catholic Basketball Tonmament in Wheeling.

Bechiel received the Robert 8. McKelvey Memorial Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Clut
in 2008,

Charles (Red) Donley (Media)

Chartes (Red) Dondey {Wellsburg High School, Class of 1941}, An early pioneer of radio
and television broadeasting o thie Okio Valley, Donley got his start at WSTV-AM radia in
1946 where he served as play-by-play announcer for high schocl football und baskethail
games and was the station’s sports director.

In 1954, when WTSV-TV Channel 9 (row WTOV) wemt oo the air, Donley became
the sports dircctor and soon thercafter, was selected to work with Joe Tucker on Pitisburgh
Steelers” broadcasts, a positien he held from 1955-62.

A £ He also announced borse racing at Wheeling Downs snd Waterdord Park from 1949-56.

(10-1) and 1961 (1(1-1) and his 1958 team was 9-1, losing only 10 eventu] state tn 1960, he TR to become: sports direcsor a8 Channel 11 in Piitsburgh, a position he had
champion Purkersburg. lit six seasons (1956-61), his feams posted u 32-11 record for 10 years, During his days in Piusbargh, Bonley won five “Colden Quitf” awards for
and won two OVAC Class AAA championships (1957 and 1958). . distinguished news coverage, inclding one for a documentary he wiote and nanated oa

In baskeiball, Carey coached Weir for 13 seasons {1956-68), compiling a record of 178-115. His teams | she late Ant Roouey and two oiters (on Roberto Clemente #nd Pie Traynor) that are in the
made the W. Va. Class AAA title game three straight years, winning jn 1963 with a record of 20-5. The | Baseball Hall of Fame.

1962 team wins 24-1 and the 1964 team had a 23-2 record. Overall, his Red Rider hoop teams won seven In 1962, he was namexd to succeed legendary Ray Scoit as play-by-play annonncer for the University of Pittsburgh,

Burdell (Jimmy) Carey (0VAC Contributor)

Burdell {immy} Carey (Follunsbee High School, Class of 1923), He is the only
couch in the Dhio Vadley Athlerie Conference and the state of West Virginia to win
stafes championships in three sports — football, baskethall and basebait.

Carey got his first taste of ceaching with 10 years at his alma mater, Follanshee
High, before moving to Weir High ¢ assist OVAC Hall of Famer Car! Hamill and
begin a 23-year Red Rider career,

Carcy coached Weir to W. Va. Class AAA football titles in 1957 (11-0), 1960

sectional titles, five regionat crowns and made four stase toumament appearances while also winning two | Donley mjoined Channel 9 in Stesbenville ir: 1572 as news director fad remninedt there bt retinesd in 1988,

avaC chamrmnshsps (1962 und 1964). L Danley received the President’s Media Award frorm what was then the Colege of Steubenville in 1989, rereived

. In buseball, he guided Weir to five state tournament benhs and the one-class W, Va. state championship | an hoarary degree from Jefferson Fechnical College in 1987 and an honorary bacalaureat degree from the College

in 1959 whife alse winning four stright OVAC titles. . . | of Stesbenvile in 1989; was the recipient of the Upper Ofio Valley Dapper Dian Clab's Robert 5. McKelvey Award
Carzy was sclected the West Vicginia All-Sg;n Coach of the Year in 1958. He is a member of the West Virginia | in 1991; and was inducted into the Ghio AP Broadcasters Halt of Fame in 2006,

Sports Hall of Fame; the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the Weir High Hall of Fame. He sso participated in many chartable projects including the Unlted Way and Easter Seals and made countless
Weir High namext its football stadium In his honor, appearances 15 a master of ceremonies at community events. His many cantributions were recogized of a estimonial

At Follansbee High, Carey was a rnu!ti‘spfm atilete who went onto play three sports {foothalf, basket- | dinner in his honor back in 1679,
ball and baseball) at George Washington Univessity before transferring and graduating from West Liberty The road leading to the current WTOV-TVY siudio in Steubenville is numed “Red Donley Drive™ iss bis honor.
Sente College. A World War It veteran who served in the Marine Corps, Donley passed away in 1995,

Gary Sprague (Coaches)

Gury Sprugue {(Needham (Mass.) High School, Ciass of 1964}, He pifeted the
Linsly School basebali program from 1974-2006, compiling an impressive 33-year
recard of 488-257-1, which ranks fowsrth all-time amoeny Ohio Valley coaches,

He led the Cadets to 13 OVAC Tournament championships - mare than any other
conference coach (1982, 85, '86, '87, *89, *00, 91, "94, *95, °97, 2001, "03, °05,
'06) and cosched Linsly to five Eastern Ohio Baseball League tittes (1987, 88,
'00, 95 and '96).

Gene Ammirante (Couches)

Gene Ammirante (Wheeling Centrat Cathiolic High School, Class of 1964). When
vou think of Ammirznte, you think of two things — passion and success. Diring his
30-year carcer as head boys' baskethall couch af Bellaine High, “Couch A” displayed
plenty of the former and achieved plenty of the latter.

Ammirzaie began his coaching career in 976 as an assistant to Mark Matz at
Beliaire before beginning a successful run as head coach of the Big Reds.

He compited sim impressive 471-205 caceer yecord at Bellalre, the all-time best
f:;c mh;"f'ggﬂs' ﬂnﬂﬁzebﬁﬁeﬁﬂ,:lﬁf :ﬂshgﬁl‘glg:lglgk c;‘?]‘f;;f ?;:,_mmk dar Sprague was numed OVAC “Coach of the Year in 1986 after guiding the Cadets

Bellnire High schieved Top 20 rankings in Ohio 15 times under Ammizante; won to 4 27-4 record and FOBL “Coach of the Year™ three times.

14 Ohio Vulley Athketic Conlerence championships; 14 sectiosal crowes; six district tiles and ene zegional He coached six athletes who went on to play professianal sports — Heath Haynes,
championship as Bellaire eared its first ever-trip to the OHSAA Division Il State Toumament “Final Four*in § Ron Stephens, Kevin Fatar, Mike Coss and Mark Seaver in baseball and Willie
2003-04, tying the school record for wins (22) before losing to Versailles in double-overtimne in the semifinals. | Clay in the NFL. He afso couched o total of 13 first team nll-state plavers including two captains; five

His Emsmﬂﬂd two undefeated regular sexsons, going 214 in 1993-94 and 2003-06; and two 19-1 | QVAC “Player of the Year” winners and four West Virgiaia American Legion “Player of the Year”

recx;lis; and the 2005-06 tean broke the school ook with 23 vicmriusf " selections.
Among Amimnirantc’s ntumerous awards were “Coach of the Year™ for Ohio Division II, the Eastern He slso coached freshmun football ut Linsly.
g‘smﬂ,““gﬂofs‘"“‘l% a3 well as “;f GVAC “h“""?ul'ggg“h of the Year” in 2003-04; and the Bob Amzen Sprague received the Carl R. Hamill Award from the Upper Oltio Vattey Dapper Dan Club und was
“ﬂ" or 20 cansecutive years at the same school (1996), ’ . ! . the tecipient of the QVAC's Thomas B. Ratuiczak Scorekeeper/Timer Award izt 2009 sfter nearly thiee
¢ wus also selected to coach the South squad in the annual Ohie Norh-South All-Stur Game in decailes as the timer at Linsly basketball games
Columbus in 1997. P . .
He served as Game Director for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic on two dif- Sprague graduased from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1968,

ferent occasions and is still active on e committes; founded and directed the GVAC Baskeshall Clinic for
six years; is disector of the Wheeling Recreation Depanmc(r;l[‘ls \;:mthhdllligketball ‘I;r?gram;[;md started ll}:e E (E d_ ) J h
annal Satuntay Moming Fund | Feeder Program and Hasketball Camp at Bellaire, He received the negne 1naie O8Se Athlete - 1940s
OVAC's Earl Haberfiedd Boys™ Baskeiball Cosches Award in 2012, g p ( )

Ammiramie received his bachelor’s degsee from West Liberty State College in 1973 and his master’s from West
Virginia University in 1976.

Engene (Eudie} Joseph (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1945). A three-
sport All-OVAL honoree in football, basketball and track, he was a major contribu-
tor 10 top-record Purple Rider football and basketball teamns.

In basketball, playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker,
Joseph was a regular on teams which went 71-4 in three years including 21-2, with
20 steaipht wing, as a senior, He was a junior on a 26-1 record team which won the
first OVAC Cluss AA title in 1244, That team losi its only gume 1o eventual Ohio
champion Middletowit, 38-34, in the state toumnument semifinals. Joseph, along
with teammate and OVAC Hall of Famer Alex Groza, were sli-tournament selec-’
tions. Joseph scored 421 points —second on the team to Groza's OV recond totat
of 628 points. As u sophomore, Joseph was 8 member of 4 24-1 record team.

In footbal, he wus co-captnin of u 7-2-1 recoed teurm which won the first OVAC Class AA itle and
reconded eight shutouts, He earred All-Okio PP honors s well as AN-OVAC and was a two-time All-
Eastern Ohio selection at rinning back. Nicknamed the “Ghast” for his elusive style, he played on a
4-1 record team a9 a junior and Ferry was 22-6-1 in his three seasons.

In truck, Joseph set an OVAC high hurdle recerd in the two-year-old meet as a junior and won the
high jump. He didn’t compele us a senior after being drafied for mititary duty.

After discharge, he enmlled at the Univessity of Dayton and played four years of basketball with
three =8 a starter on teamns with schoot records of 24-8, 27-5 and 28-5. The lust two yeurs, the Flyers

Northwest League in Engene, Ovegon and Walla Wally, Washingoa, ; : A il Pttt A
He ulso was an instructor at Bill Barr's Umnpire Schoo] in West Paint Beach, Florida, ;:;csf:c ::3?;1:‘;:15 fu]x ;g;_NnuunaE Tnvitation Tournument and also were NCAA regional semifinatist in

Tonini is in the Western Pennsylvania Soccer Hali of Famne and he received a special award from i : 3 : . " . . o :
the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Cluh, P . wl‘!::et sg:r:t his entire 37-year professional career teaching and coaching at Linsly Military Instituie

] . . PP B was hesd coach of boys® basketball {§933-72) and track and assistant in football and also
A highly-decorated World War I veteran who received comemendations from bosh the Ui | sérved g athlesic direotor. His Caddet lemms won three OVAC titles — 1971 basketbail and 1961-62 in
States and France, the 90-year old Tonini resides in Hanribal. 1eac ":ﬂ” 1op cour records were 164 i 1957, 154 in 1971 und 15-3 in 1972. A Linsly scholarship
is named in bis honor.

. .
Bill Tonini (Ofticial)

Bill Tenini (Avella (Pa.) High School, Class of 1940}, “Play balit” Considering
the fact that his carcer 88 an umpire spanned #n jncredible seven decades, per-
hztps no one has ottered these words more than Tonini.

He spent a total of 52 years working countless baseball gumes throughout
the Ohio Valley and beyond from 1957-2010 while alse serving 3 years as a

; football official and 10 yeurs as a basketbail referee.

i Jis expestise ug an ampire, primarily bekind bome plate calling balls and
strikes, earned Tonini numerous high school post-season assignments, includ-
ing five state tousaments in Ohio and five in West Virginia. He also umpired
more than 3 years of OVAC Tournament action.

Tonini worked NCAA Division I College Weardd Series games in Mariesta
a total of EQ times; severut NCAA Divisien.] games invalving Ohic State and Ohio Univerzity; a
host of American Legion games in the summer and three 'vears in 1he minor Jeagues, including the
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Art Hehr (athlete - 1950s)

Art Hekr (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1959). He graduated ag the
winningest career wrestier in the OVAC, with two steaight unbeaten seasons
capped by Ohio titfes in 1958 and 1939 after placing third in the state mect
s & sophomore. He was captain of the 1959 Ohio state championship team
— the first for ap OVAC member, coached by OVAC Hall of {‘-)‘amcr George
Kovalick. He won his last two titles at 127 pounds after competing at 120
pounds as a sophomore. He alse won three consecutive OVAC titles on
conferensce championship teams.,

He also competed in football and was a member of the Bulldogs™ first-ever
unbeaten season in [958 snd the first Bridgeport team to defeat eival Martins Ferry in 1956,

After serving in the U, S. Army from 1959-62, he enrolled at West Liberty State where he was o
member of the West Virginia Conference title teams in 1962 and 1963, also coached by Kovatick.
He was injured and couldn’t compete for part of his college career.

After graduation, he coached wrestling at Wheeling College and statted the wrestling program at
old Skyvue High School. He also coached Martins Ferey High te an OVAC title in 1968 as well as
sectionzl and district crowns. He served as a wrestiing official from 1970-86 and as athletic director
at Skyvue for 28 years and Monroe Central fwo years plus three years as track coach at Skyvue.

Hehr was inducted into the Bridgeport High School Sports Hall of Fame in 2081 and was the
recipient of the OVAC Wrestling Coaches “Mr. Mat™ award in 2012,

Dan Abramowicz (Athlete - 1960s)

Dan Abramowicz (Steubenville Catholic Centmal High School, Class of
1963). This glue-fingered wide receiver had to make believers out of counless
joubiers cvery step of his britiiant football career.

The Crusaders’ three-sport standout was deemed too slow and too small
o make it in big-time coliege football, After he shredded that fallacy,
Atramowicz did so even more emphatically on the professional level.

Afler & sparkling career at Steubenville Central where he was honored as
n all-OVAC and akl-Ohio wide receiver, the college recraiters were nowhere
o he found, tusned off by his pedestrian-like 4.8 40-meter clocking, His lone
‘ollege scholaeship affer came from Xavier University in Cincinnati,

Abramowicz made the most of 1hat opportunity, and went on to enjoy o record-setting stay with
he Musketeess.

Abrzmowicz established a host of Xavier receiving records during a brilliant four-year career,
ncuding 120 catches for 1,685 yards and 14 touchdowns.

His prodigioss numbers resulted in him being tabbed by the New Orleans Saints in the 17th and
‘inat round of the 1967 NFL Draft. That 17th round pick turned out to be a gem for the Saints.

Abramowicz carved out a pro carcer that snany first-rounders would relish.

He was instant impact in *The Big Easy,” kanding 50 passes for 721 yards and six touchdowns as
1e was one of the top contendess for NFL, Rookie of the Year honors.

Two seasons later, Abramowicz. led the league with 73 receptions. His biggest NFL achievement,
wwever, was setting n league record for catching a pass in 1{4 consecutive games, which kas since
seen broken. The Saints dealt Abramowicz to the San Francisco 49ers after the second game of the
1973 season for draft choices. After an adjustment period, he became a 49ers’ starter the last 11
rames, catching 35 passes for 442 yards and a TD. He retired after the 1974 season, a campaign in
vhich he grabbed 25 passes for San Francisco. Abramawicz put up sote lofty nambers during his
right-year NFL career. He caught 369 passes for 5,686 yards and 39 TEs in 1] games.

Doug Swearingen (Athlete - 1970s)

Duug Swearingen (Mantins Ferry High Schoed, Class of [979), He was best
known Tor his pitching prowess, but Swearingen was a multi-sport standout for
the Purple Ridess,

in addition to the diamond, Swearingen sparkled on the gridiron as well as the
hardwood for Ferry. With that said, Swearingen remains one of the finest huslers
in Ohio Valley prep annals.

The crafty southpaw was n four-year baseball letterman for the Purple Riders.
When not on the hill, Swearingen was a hard-hitting outfielder.

He was a two-time all-Valley honorce and was a first-team all-Ohie selection
as a seaior. There was no atl-OVAC team back then.

Swearingen went 6-2 a senior, compiling a miniscule 0.74 ERA. He fanned 130 batters in 62 innings.
He was equally as potent at the plate, batting a rabust 412 with eight doubles, three triples, one homer
and 24 RBI. He lost the ulimate heastbreaker that spring, dropping a 140, 10-inning district final affair
to Cadiz. He struck out 20 in a route-going effort,

Such an outstanding prep career had college baseball coaches coveting the 6 fi- 2, 195-pound south-

w. He chose The Oluc State University, a decision he would not regret. Swearingen was a four-year
ettermen for the Buckeyes. He compiled a sparkling 23-13 career mark with a 3.80 ERA. Swearingen
was a superh 9-1 as a junior, losing enly 10 Oklahoma in the NCAA Regional. He was second-team
all-Big Ten that season, Sweuringen finished his Scarlet & Gray career lied for 14th place for carcer
mound wins, ninth in innings pitched (278) and 13th in strikeouts (224). He was the team’s co-capiain
A 8 senior.

He was drafted by the Seattle Mariners in the 2Z3rd round, He pitched for four years in the minors, going
30-22 with 2 3.36 ERA. Swearingen was alst a member of the [982 1.5, National Team w!)iﬂymﬁcipalcd
in South Korea, He posted a 3-1 recond with 1 2.25 ERA ns the U.S. claimed the bronze medal.

A two-year in footbatl nnd basketball letternan, he _was a first-team all-OVAC defensive back as a
senior and was chosen 1o play in the OVAC All-Star Football Game, but he opted 1o bypass the game
e i his Ohie State baseball scholarship.

Joe Maroon (Athlete - 19505)

Joe Maroon (5t. John Central High School, Class of 1958). A four-year Irish
letterman in football, basketball and bascball, he became the first St. Johin's
gridder to enrn first team AN-Ohio football honors (as a defensive safety) and
also was an All-Ohio baseball selection. A two-time AI-OVAC and Al-Valley
football honoree, he was co-captain of the 1957 All-OV ‘Big School’ henor roll
as a 5-foot-6, 150-pound two-way back. Afier earning second team All-OVAC
honors as a sophomare, he hefped the Irish record the school’s first-ever perfect
football season of 9-0 with an OVAC title s a junior under Caach Hen Healy
in 1956. Then he posted major statistics in only seven games (6-1 record) ina
segior season shortened by influenza.

As a seaior, Maroon led the Trish in scoring and nushing in the seven-game
season. He led Eastern Ohio with 107 points on 17 touchdowns and five conversion runs and also
completed 16 of 35 passes for eight scores. He had eight TD runs between 50-80 yards; returned four
kicks for TD)s with a lorg of 78 yands; and had four-TD games against Wheeling Central, Mingo and
Barnesville. On defense, he intercepted five passes and niso punted.

A three-sport Trish team co-captain, he also was selected captain of the winning Ohio team in the
fl;mu()ﬂ\]/' R)Cl}in-w. Va. All-Star game. He also was awarded the Coca-Cola Scholar-Athlete Award by

2 .

Maroon attended Indiana University on a foothall scholarship s ezmed Academic Alk-America
honors. He was a statting halfback in 1960 and averaged 5.3 yards a camy.

After receiving a medical degree fromy Indiann, he trained at Georgetown University and at Oxford
University in England. Currently Vice-Chairman and Professor of Neurosurgery at the Univessity of
Pittsbuzgh, he is also the Team Neurosurgeon for the Pittshurgh Steelers. He alse participates in numer-
ous marathon races and triathlons. He was the Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1987

Dick Kerwood (Athlete - 19605)

Rickard (Dick) Kerwood (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1968}. Scme
would have viewed it as a handicap; Kerwood used it as motivation.

The Bishop Donahue star was born June 9, 1950 with just ene arm. 1 never
hindered bim in life or athtetics.

During his youth, he played basketball and baseball, excelling in both, He
was afso a pioncer in weightlifting. He boupht a cast iron se¢ of weights while
in grade school and used it passionately. The visionary strength training poid
handsome dividends,

As a freshman at Bishep Donahue, Kerwood played football, basketball and
basebalt for Coach Tom O°Connetl, lettering in all three sports.

During the next three years at the McMechen-based schoof, e opted 1o concen-
trate an just foothall and baskethall. [t proved a prudeny decision.

The pewerful 6 fi. 2, 190-pounder started on the gridiron his final three seasons as a ceater, middle
linebacker and kicker, ’

Durirg that time, he was accorded all-Valley, all-OVAC and all-State honors, named captain of the
first two all-star squads.

Kerwood distinguished himself so much as a senior gridder that he eamed honorble mention All.
American plaudits. He was also invited to play in the OGVAC All-Star Football Game.

His basketbali carecr with the Bishops also took on all-star status. Kerwood was the leam’s center
and gained all-OVAC and afl-Valley honers. He was nccorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the West
Virginia State Busketball Tournament as a senior.

Kerwood's sparkling prep play afforded him several coltege scholarship offers in both football and
basketball. He opted 4o play football at Salem College, eaming extensive playing time as a freshman.

As fate would have it, Kerwood was tragically killed in an automobile accitent shortly after his
frosh grid season at Salem.

Alex Welker (Athlete - 1970s)

Alex Welker (The Linsly School, Class of 1977). He is the Michael Phelps of
Ohio Valley swimmers.

Welker splashed his way to a career like none other in OVAC swimming annals.
Simply puat, Welker was unbeatable,

'The Linsly star never lost a race in high school, including relays, so it is arly
fitting that he is the first swimmer to be inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame.

He entered Linsly as a suphomore and quickly established himself as an aquatic
star. An exclamation point to his unblemished record was that ke held gn OVAC
record in every event he competed in, He competed without ever shaving his body
o tapering, methods use to Jower resistance, yielding faster times.

Welker still holds school and OVAC records dating back to 1976, He earned the distinction of being
named All-Amesican as both a junior and senior. )

His unparalieled swimming career proved a springboard to a schoelarship from The Ohio State
University, and Welker found more pool success in Colambus.

He was voted the Buckeyes’ Freshman Swimmer of the Year, helping the Scarlet & Gray to a ruasier-
up finish in the Big Ten, He was a two-time NCAA qualifier while establishing five Ohio State records,

Welker, unfortunately, suffered & major shoulder injury during his sophomore season, and many
thought his swimming carcer was over. He proved the naysayers wrong as ﬂe carned “Comeback of the
Year Award™ while also seiting a new Ohio State recond in the 200-meter freestyle as a senior,

He also set numerous records during his eatier years in AAU competition,

He also earned a picee of a world record. I 1975, he way a member of a 10-swimmer team that estab-

Chris Starr (Athlete - 1980s)

Chris Starr ( Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1986). You name the sport
snd this former Warrior shined en route to earning 12 varsity Jetters and eventu-
sty a scholarship to Michigan,

While i'ootbalraud baskethalt were priorities for Starr, basebalf was where
e made his greatest impact,

Starr was a standout on the kill for the Warrtors and camed first-team all
Jhio Class A, {irst-team all-Eastern District and first-tcam all-OVAC. He also
Aayed in the Ohio North-South All-Star Series.

During the summer months, Starr was a key contributor for the Maynard
Post 666 American Legion squed which won two state titles and played in the
American Legion World Series in 1986,

Starr earned a full basebail scholarship to play for the Wolverines in baseball. He played two
ieasons in Ana Arber, winning a Big fi) championskip in 1987. Due to injury, Starr eventu-
illy transferred io Muskingum College where he pilchcdpfnr fwo years, casming all-Ohio Athletic
Tonference honors. He had 125 steikeouts in his two seasons with an ERA of 281 and was named
1 pre-season alb-American, but tore his ACL in the first game of the season.

Continuning 1o overcome adversity, Stur was drafied in the 16th round of the Major League
Jaseball Draft by the Texas Rangers in 1994, He played three seasons of professional baseball,

On the footbalt field, Stars etched his name into Buckeye Trail history as the schools all-time
eader in passing and rushing yerds. He was an honorabie mention all-Ohio pick, first-team all-
JVAC and fisst-team a3l-Eastern District. He was chosen to play in the OVAC All-Star Football
Jame, but turned it dowa due to Legion baseball.

During basketbali season, Starr also earned all-state sccolades. He was named to the thind-team as

welt ns first-team ail-OVAC and ail-District 12 squads. All tald, he scored 770 points, averaging 12

0ints a game. He grabbed 367 rebounds, passed out £54 assists and shot 43 pervent from the'Tield.

lished o world mark s the 50-mile relay in Mount Vernor, Ohio, with Welkar posting the fastest split.

Shawn Vincent (Athlete - 1980s)

Shawn Vincent (St. Clairsville High Schoaol, Class of 1987). Football was the
name of the game for this Red Devils’ icon,

You name the way to be involved in 2 foothall game and Vincent was the leader
of a team that advanced to the OHSAA Division 111 state semifinals before fatling
to Chagrin Falls Kenston, 2221,

Vincent triggered the Red Devils™ attack at the quanterback spot, setting an. Ohio
Valley record for rushing yards from the position at 1,300 yasds in £3 pames. He
also scored §50 points for @ Red Devil squad which won the OVAC Class 3-A
title. Duting the regular season, Vincent averaged 10,1 yards a carry and scored
20 1ouchdowns.

Vincent passed for 441 yards and four touchdowns during his senior campaign.
All 1old, he scored 24 touchdowns. He was also a weapon as a punt and kick retusner, aceumulating
638 yards and three scores. On the defensive side of the ball, Vincent reafned in the secondary and
had seven interceptions. :

For his seasen, Vincent was an all-OVAC, 2ll-Okio andafl-Valley selection.

Upon his graduation, be accepted a schofarshig to play defensive back a1 the University of Akmon.
He started for the Zips for three seasons.and in 1988 shared the top sophomore award. He still bolds
the school record with 265 interception retorn yards and his 13 carcer interceptions rank second in the
Akron record book., -

Vincent then signed a free-agent contract with the Pittsburgh Steelers, playing 10 games in 1991 and
récording two interceptions.

_ { Asite Trom his foothal] prowess, Vincent Iettered in basketball and track and field for the Red Devils,
He was the track most valuable athlete and still holds the school long-jump record.

73




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Amber Ellison (A;lﬂete - 1990s)

Amber Ellison (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) | The Lady
. Colts” basketbal] program is vae of the mast storied in the Obio Vatley and
:Ellison is a major reason why.

EHison was a fouryear letterwinner for the Lady Colly, twice eaming
first-tzam all-Ohic accotades ca rouie o her honors and eventual basketball
schelarship 10 Wheeling Jesuit University,

She's mm'l:m[y Meadowbrook™s second all-time girls” Jeader in points
(1,363) and rebounds {850} and the all-time leader in steals (300) and
assists (472). EHison also holds the Meadowbrook single-gume record for
44 points, which she netted as a senjor against John Marshall.

During that senior season, Ellison averaged 24.1 points and 14.6 rebounds per game en route
1o ¢very linst-team award imaginable. She was first-team all-Ohio in Division II, Eastern District
Player of the Year; Al-District 12; Player of the year in the East Central Ohio League and first-team
all-OVAC, She was also chasen for the Qhio Norh-South and OVAC All-Star games,

As a junior, Ellison poured in 19 points, grabbed 10 rebounds, passed out 5.7 assists and snared
5.5 steals per game en oute to first-team all-everything. She was also named honorable mention
all-USA Today.

If basketball wasi't enough, Ellisen is alse one of the finest softball players to ever wear a Lady
Colts™ uniform. She batted better than 400 every year of her career. Ellison was a three-time alf-
Ohio softbaf] selection 2nd four-time all-district pick. She was player of the year, as a sophomore,
in the ECOL after batting 506 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBE.

At Wheeling lesuit, Ellison scored 1273 career pmt& grabbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389
assists and made 218 steals and blocked 42 shots. A four-year lnncrwmner. she was a two-year
captain for the Lady Cardinals and was twice named to the all-WVIAC sq

Afier ber playing eareer at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching ptmilinn at Shenandoah where sbe
served ns an assistant for a season before ascending w the head coaching job. She was with the
Lady Zeps for three seasons, pesting a 54-17 record while reaching theee district tournaments. She
also had brief coaching stints at Franklin Heiphts and Olentangy Orange.

Denver Williams (Athlete - 1990s)

Denver Williams (Cadiz High School, Class of 1996}, When it comes (o speed,
there have been very few, if any, faster than Williams.

Reganlless if it was on the track or on the football field, Williams was consis-
tently running away from fhe opposition.

Williams wus 4 four-year regular in both truck and football for the Cardinals.
On the oval, Willinms wrote his neme into Ohio Valley history in both the 100-
meter and 200-meter dashes,

He wasted little time in making o name for himself, He won the D1v1smn I
state: 200-meter dash title a3 4 freshman in 1993, He proceeded to'win three
more, making him one of just five athletes in state history to win the same event o
four str:sight years,

Williznes didn’t stop with the 280 titles. He added the Division IT 100-meter crowns to his resume in
both his junior and senior seasons. Williams san his personal-best times of 10.55 and 21.50 to win the
gold medals as a senjor, and botk stilf stund as nli-time OHSAA and Ohio Valley records,

On the football field, Williams also sparkled, eaming first-tesm a8-Ohio and all-Bastern Disteict
twice. He owas the Cadiz school recond for career rushing yards with 4 479,

After his prep career, Williams accepied # footbalf scholarship to the University of Kertucky wheee
he also ran track. He red-shirted as a freshman and then transferred to Youngstown Siate where he
helped the Penguins win the NCAA Division I-AA National Champioaship. All told, he lettered Tous
yedrs at YSU in football and thres in track.

For the Penguing’ track team, Williums was the 200-meter nenner-up ian the Mid-Corntinent
Conference and was apart of schood records in the indoor 4x400 and sprint medtey,

Williams hus now entered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohio Northern and
Heidelberg. Currently, he's working as a football coach and track coach at Trinity College in Hartford,
Conn.

Kenny Howell (attlete - 2000s)

Kenny Howell (S1. Johr Central High Schoal, Class of 2000).
matter the season or the sport Tor this former Irish standout.

However, it was in irack and field where Howell made his greatest impact
despite nn!y participating in the sport for three years because he played

as a freshman.

After being encouraged to give track and field a try, Howell became the
anea’s most male thrower, shining in the discus and shot put.

Howell was a theee-time all-Ohioan in the discus. He placed thind in the
stale his first season in the circle and then captured the coveted Division
FEE state championship in 1999, As a senior, Howell was undefexied uniil the seate meet when he
settled for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feet. That mark still stands as the best in
Ghio Valley history. Along with his efforts in the state competition, Howell was a three-time OVAC
Champion in the platier event.

Howell piaced fifth in the state shot put competition a5 2 senior and was a two-time OVAC
champioa in the iron-ball event.

Howell 2150 ran on high yuality sprint relay teams for the Irish.

On the footbatl field, Howell eiched his name into St. Joha Central history as a three-year stanter
For syuads which combined for a 25-6 record and qualified for the playoffs in 1999 after o 9-1 season,

Howell was the primary vunning back for the Irish, amassing 1500 yards as 4 junior en route
1o sevond-tear all-Ohio status. He was first-team all-stater a3 o senior when he run for better than
1,300 yards and was twice named to the OVAC’s first team.

Howell was nlso a three-year starter for the Trish basketbzll program.

Afier high school, Powell accepted a track scholaship ln est Virginiz University, bist evento-
ally tmnsferred to The Ohio State University where he co f his career and degree, He now
resides in Columbus and works in the construction business.

It didn’t

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

OVAC Hall of Fame lapel pins courtesy of

Dr. Nick Trombetta

Former Superintendent of Midland Borough School District
Executive Administrator of Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School, Midland, Pa.

“As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role that this conference plays in the lives
of the member schools’ student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on sportsmanwhip and scholarship
are a tribute to your dedicated leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization
of which I am aware.
The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize and honor individuals whose
accomplishments continue to inspire and motivate today’s athletes.
It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small part in your continuing success.”
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumbey (accepting for the
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick
{accepting for the late George Kovalick),
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late
Cal Pokas), Jim Fotl, Linda Belsel (accepting
for the late Richard L. Potts}, and Martha
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late
A, Witson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Muazeroski, Dr, Al Blatnik (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna
Williams (accepting for the late Ron ‘Fritz’
Williams). Third row, Doug Danley, Gerald
Spencer (accepting for Tim Spencer}, Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pallie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives incude, front
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for
the late Rudy Mumiey), Agnes Timmaons, Doug
Huoff, Duke Strager (accepling for the lale
George Strager), Bob Burton amd John
‘Corky’ Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grassi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsberger (accepting for the late
Walter Hedl), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the
Ilate Alex Groza), June Paull (accepling for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Skexwood
and Terry Sunively. Third row, Joln ‘Fuzzy’
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Coortuey - Redman (sccepling for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gawdio.
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2010 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John
Stephenson and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John
“Streaky” Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin,
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent-
ing Joe Niekrn), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2011 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Chuck Peity (accepting for the Iate
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thurnes, Ross
Gallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker),
Patty Dei (accepting for the late Dick Dei) and
Larry Shaw. Second row, Pleanie Clutter, Gary
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin),
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John
Donahue (accepting for the Iate Randy
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller,
Marsha Clay (accepiing for Willie Clay),
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for
T.J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame
Jlass of 2012 or their representatives
nclude, front row I to r, Tom Bechtel,
*hillip Carey (accepting for the late
Jurdell “Jimmy” Carey), Shawn
Jonley (accepting for the late Charles
‘Red” Donley), Gene Ammirante,
sary Sprague and Bill Tonini; sec-
nd row, Stephanie Joseph Wilson and
\imee Joseph Mayer (accepting for
he late Eugene “Eudie” Joseph), Art
1ehr, Joey Maroon (accepting for Joe
viaroon), Dan Lalich (accepting for Dan
\bramowicz} and Amber Ellison; third
‘ow, Mark Kerwood (accepting for the
ate Richard “Dick” Kerwood), Doug
iwearingen, Alex Welker, Chris Starr,
shawn Vincent and Kenny Howell.

Flowers courtesy of Bob & Robin’s

Friendly florist providing a personal touch

We proudly support

the East Liverpool Potters |
|

and congratulate tonight’s
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductees

Tel: 330-385-ROSE
510 Walnut Street
East Liverpool, OH
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&% LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2005

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Lou ‘The Toe’ Clarke Calvin
Francis Groza Hinkle Jones

V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High Schoot, Class of 1923)

One of only threel13-letter winners in football, basketball, haseball and trck at Wheeling High, he was an all- smtcfood:a]lcudandscoradﬁpumtsm a basketball gpame
s o freshinan, He became a three-sport, nine-letier standout at W. Vi, Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to eam his mark in coaching.

A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Unijon from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 336-138 with five state titles in seven trips to the finals. The 1938 andd 1950 tzeams were unbeaten, Other state titles were won in 1936, 1540
and 1243, The "40 and *43 teams lost but once.

Brinkman algo coached football for 14 years - six at Benwood Union and eight at Wheeling, with a combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937, The '34 team was
unbeaten but twice tied.

He nlso was a top-flight football official for several years and active in stafe coaches and officials’ organizations,

Brinkman earlier wes elected to four Halls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W, Va. Wesleynn Sports.

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952)

A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerons books, national magazines nnd
major newspapers. Two books were written on his career.

The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one season at Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games
with 31-point average, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up
Steubenville and handed W, Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses,

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Cliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per
game averige. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College, In 1954, he averaged 46.5 points and scored 113 vs, Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Boston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium.

The NAIA Hall of Famess left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds and tour with the Hardlem Globetrofters. He also played in the Enstern and ABL pro leagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luninary is best known as a record-setting professional football placekicker, but he was much more.

In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in football and baskethall. He was center, and the state toumament’s leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also was a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed on Ghio co-championship after a 14-14 tie with
Toledo Libbey in a post-scason challenge gume. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school.

He played football as a fieshman at Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967

When he retired, he was pro football’s all-time leading scorer with only one TDD and I6[}9f)oml.q He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had
conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Groza Award is given annually to college football’s top placekicker.

A nipe-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, as well as kicker, he piayed in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams.

The Pro Focthall and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns, A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry.

Clarke Hinkle (toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versatile early era football player left such an impression on his alma mater that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor.

The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also keft an enduring imprint at Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame class, and in the National Foothall
League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Foatball Hall of Fame. He's also a member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper
Chio Valley Dapper Drans.

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the East-West Game
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player.

From 193241, the Green Bay Packer star was one of the most versatile players in the National Foothall Leagus. He was a fullback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and
was cited for his running, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was first or second team all-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer
practice ficlds is named in his honor. '

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL histocy und his totals now rank sixth in Pocker history. He scored 379 career points
and avernged 40 8 yards punting.

Calvin J O1neSs (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952)
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Beva Francis but is best known for foothall.

At Big Red, be helped the 1952 basketball team 1o a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville
team its only two losses.

In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of [owa over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He made 22 All-America
teamns ot guard, including a recond 15 in 1954, As team ceptain, he earned the Outland Trophy given to the nation’s top interior lineman and became one of only two
consensis All-America picks at lowa, where he played both offense and defense,

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation' Halls:of Fame, he was inducted into the first Jowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the
Al-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Towa, one of only:twd:it-the scliool .

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sporis Iitusirated.
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LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2006 {2

Bernie Russ Carl Bernie

Allen Craft Hamill Mehen
"~ Legends of OAC menber schodls s Thase greil iieies wha paged or

s their sohol became d membér-ofihe conferentce

rior to-the foriafion.of the-conference:in 1943:or ibho laye

Bernie Allen (EBast Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sports for the Potiers, he was n quarierback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketball player on team which upset
unbeaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-state baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football
team in annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Ster Game.

At Purdue University, he camed six letiers ns football quarterback and baseball shonstop and was team MVP in both sports end All-Big Ten in baseball,

Allen enmed National Football Back of Week honars from The Associated Press and Sports Ilustrated for play in upset of Chio State. He was Purdue’s Cuistanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61.

Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins, After spending one year in the minor leagues ot Charlotte, N.C., he went on to & 12-year major
league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Washington Senators, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos. In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees’ Tom Tresh for the
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home nuns In the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, NLY.

He's besn inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of
Fame, He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Vatley Halls of Fame.

Russ Craft (wellsburg High School, Class of 1939)
He was n three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and eamed All-Valley and All-State honors as a senior foothall back.

Craft played football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and eamed second team All-Southeastern
Conference honors,

Crafted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the
All-Time Bagles’ Team. He played on Eagles’ teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1949 and finished second in 1947. He was named (o the Pro Bowl in 1951 and
1952, He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Cardinals in 1950, He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks
in 1952 game and returned a kickofT for a ten team record 103 yards against the Rams in 1950.

Craft is credited us the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plastic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player-assistant coach with the
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retum,
of a pass reception caught by NFL Halt of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame und the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922)
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, & rare total in the center jumnp, low-scoting era.

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His foothall teams scheduled top-netch programs from three states and went 166-35-13 including o 111-10
mark vs. Mountnin State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won the first-ever WVSSAC largest class state playoff title and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that schoo! year, he coached the 1950 baseball team
te its second state oie-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on 1o
win the championship, He was selected West Virginin “Coach of the Year” for high school and college all sporis. .

In baskethall, he guided Weir 10 a 370-127 record and six state towrnament berths. Weir was nunner-up in 1942,

Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Vatley Dapper Dian, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio
Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on &
downtown mural, The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor,

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0
record in 1938.
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 career
games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring ern.
He later earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. After serving in Word War I, where he was wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps.
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992,

Jule Rivlin (Triadelphia High School, Class of 1935)

He was an all-state basketball puard in high school where he led the Triads 10 2 20-1 record in 1934, He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track
mieet where he won three gold medals. He timed 10.2 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards end was a member of the medley relay winning unit.

At Marshall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and eamed Little All-America honars
while setting a school season scoring record with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team to two
Mid America Conference titles.

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52.

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation’s best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotiers.

He was & 1980 charter inductee inta the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is a.member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan. I
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Rudy Baric (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first ieam All-W.Va. basketball honoree as & senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section
finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen to a state tournament berth and the school’s best-ever record of 23-2.

At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. Afier a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers wers seed-
ed Tast in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team’s only 6-footer was the team’s leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-
ed tournament MVP, The three-year regular helped WVYU {o a 45-20 record.

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the anmed services, Baric served as interim coach and guided WYU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. I, where his teams won more than 300 games.

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame cluss and is a W. Va. Spors HOF inductee.

Mike Basrak (Bcliairc High School, Class of 1931)

The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds’ career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the
first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors, Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial
banner above the front entrance to the City Building.

In the second National Football Leapue Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Plﬂ.‘jbul‘gh Pirates, later
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafied earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952)

A 10-letter winner in four sports — football, basketball, baseball and track — far the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game
in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however, didn’t join the OVAC until 1955 after Carney accepted a scholarship to Ohio University.

As a sophomore OU running back, he eamned honerable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military
service.

After retumning, he led the Bobcats’ track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as senjor. He held the NCAA
220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day, The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lnsted 21 years. He also won
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Carney was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Coits, but bypassed the offer for o job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track
meets, He eamed a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters,

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and earned a spot on the .5, team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals,
he earned a silver medal in a photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 20.5 seconds. Camey's time of 20.6
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig (Beawood Union High School, Class of 1930)

An All-Valley and All-West Virginin football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for
Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen 1o the school’s first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1528. At Pitt, he was selected team captain,
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and eamed All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season.
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record.

He ulso played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, o future 1J.,S. president,

Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on o Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored.

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department.

Hartwig died in 1950 after & lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school’s only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931)

He earned 10 letters in three sports — football, basketball and baseball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred
Thomas. He led the 1930 fogtball team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave ouiscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament.

After spending a year at Kiski Prep, jn Sajtsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed
“Yow Boys" team — so named for vowingngtla, Ipse to Southemn Califomia during their career. Moscrip and teommates kept their promlse and defeat-
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while hecoming the first team 1o play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip,
o two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game.

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two seasons with the Detroit Lions.

A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame.,
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Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953).

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. :

The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Sandusky, 13-13.

Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he landed the Potter defender as the best he faced all season.

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. )

An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohlo North-South game.

John Blatnik Brdgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was & two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school senson. He was a member of two teams which
advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest Class A division.

The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals,

Baseball was where Blatnik eamned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and
played for the Fred Englehardi-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer, Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland Indions and signed a contract with scout Bill Brad!ey but played his final high school season,

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League. He then competed, as a first baseman and outfielder,
in Fargo, N.D., and Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56
before retiring from baseball.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933), _

Alegen early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing reconds while playing for 31-3 record teams ngainst top tri-state
competition from 1929-32.

He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he alsa excelled in track, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s.

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 194748 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame.

Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951.

Kenny Griffith twelsburg High School, Class of 1937).

He was a senior standout on the 1937 Omnge team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended a
school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
last two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and becarte the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season.

In 1841, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amuteur Athlete of the Year. He also competed
in a national All-Star game in Chicago.

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team.

Afier college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1941). _

The Bellaire native was n six-spott Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valléy honors in football and
received a football scholarship to the University of lowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicagol ' '~ !

A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and playéd ‘sevén‘déasuns in the National Football League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Buu;rs' défédted the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship game. L

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year, B1-game NFL career incinded 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.
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Charle
Seabright

Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, Class of 1938)

He was a football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in footbali at Ohio State University.

As a senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season.
The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state toumament-bound Bridgeport.

The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with 2 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points
a game.

In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort
at the time and lasted as a school record for 30 years.

A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman and two-way regular a3 a running back-linebacker on teams
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football.

Fred Negus Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1940)

He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as a junior center and senior full-
back while serving as team captain in two sporis,

Aftera yearin prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and earned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record
team ranked No, 3 in the nation, After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned All-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines’ football teamn, he was drafied by the NFL's Cleveland
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He eamed his third All-Big Ten first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team
against the Chicago Bears.

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears.

In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2003, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis.

Charley Seabright Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937)

He was a three-sport standout in football, basketball and baseball at old Benwood Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-class honors in football
and basketball and was All-Valley in footba]l As a senior, he led the Ironmen to & school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus
1 state fournament berth, During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling.

At West Virginia University, he eamed seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to eamed letters in football, basketball and baseball.
A three-year starter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batied 300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard
in basketball.

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.

In 1941, Seabright piayed with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the 11.5. Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of
the last two-way offensive-defensive p]uycrs in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He staried on the 8-4 record 1947 team
regarded as the best in team Iusmry prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 19705 on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decndes, he died in 1981,

Nick Skorich (Bellire High School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Big Reds’ athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams
which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teams hiad records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1.

He eamned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and eamed honors on the All-Ohio college selections.

Skorich wag drafied by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the
Steelers before turning to coaching — first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming
Eagles’ head coach for three seasons, He then joined the Cleveland Browns’ staff and became the Browns' head coach from 1971-74. After leaving
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004.

{{! offat Storer (The Linsly School, Class of 1939)
& s o three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest- lasting Ohio Valley and W. Va. record in the 100-yard dash.

An All-Valley Tullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as & sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the
1939 [nte]hgencerTrildfhteTrack Meet, the most prestxgmus meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972.

He continued his football and track carees at Duké University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game dgainst Oregon State. It was
played in Durham, N.C, the only time ouiside Pasadena, Calif:, because of World War IT in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils’ track team and
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Rela'yn T

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after g;mdum.wm'n:rvcd in tl'u: arm:d forces,

He lived in Chattanooga, Tenn., for several years, and is deceased. fana B
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Floyd Baker — he grduate of Witienberg University left his boys’ basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 193245.

He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during a gelden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3,
all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state toumament berths {three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56.

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the enly area coach to guide two different schools to the
Ohio state tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohlo championship squad.

He started the Purple Riders’ golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional tilles, six by Baker-coached teams.

His final six Ferry teams won more then 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of
Famer Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hall of
Famer Alex Groza, won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

Baker's 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A championship. He
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind.

Carl Ho pel {(Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, & famous wrestling family known
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959, Hed it not been for a highly-disputed tekedown in the last
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
2 junior and senior to become n three-time champion.

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 95-2 won-loss record and three state champi-
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohic State Wrestling Tounament as one of the Top 15 “Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers.”

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament and had 12 state placers including six champions
— three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High.

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric.

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and older brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became
the firsi two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-53 center was hanored as all-state
caplain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship. The OVAA was a
conference forerunner of the OVAC.

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mchen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state titfe for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC
Legends charter selection. The Wildcats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. :

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 poinats 1o lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300
points, a high total for that era.

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and eamed two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA e, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin.

Will Robinson (Sweubenville High School, Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, basketball, baseball and track, he was the
“T” quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record foothall team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend Gearge (Puck)
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback.

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament.

Al West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.

He became a lependary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their gnmes while producing numerous college and pro athletes
at Cass Tech and Pershing High School.

In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach at a major university — Illinois State — where he coached Olympian and NBA player
Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he retumed to Detroit 1o join the NBA Pistons’ staff as a scout.

He’s also a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, linois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valiey Dapper Dans. He died, at
age 96, in 2008,

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 yeges; 13 {919,
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) pqr{opmral the school
which was merged, nlong with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberlapd gthlete qin 1919, to earn first
team all-state football honors. : o,

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starier (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team,
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 tenm and i3 a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team.

Tn 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program at old 5t.
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0.recard teamsy Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W.
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency.
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Beb Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Chio distance running scene while setting
school 1,600 and 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books.

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:38) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books.
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run.

As a senior, Bentz was undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio two-mile record. He eamned All-America status by placing
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La.

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasans, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972
NCAA title. In track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country
end track seasons while earning All-SEC honors.

Charles (Pum{ue) Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of
Fame and the initinl honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-
year record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40.

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931, That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame
%cgcndls George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western

ennsylvania.

In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1923, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads.

From 1922-26, Bag Red was unbeaten in 45 games against hi%1 school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegic College freshmen. They
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts.

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team.

As a high school senior {1911-12), he captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a foothall quarterback. He died in 1978.

Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class
West Virginia All-State team after leading Chester to & 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournarnent, were to 26-1 record state
champion Wheeling High.

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference,

He enrolled at the University o%North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and eamed second team and first team All-America honors in two
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All-
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No, 8 hangs from the rafters
of the Dean Smith Center.

Jordan finished his college carger with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildeats’ 1947 NIT title team and the 1948
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry, Both Groza and Jordan were later
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer.

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years.

Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville Hiﬁ,ix School, Class of 19418. In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big
Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC end honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge.

He entered West Point in the last pre-World War IT class and under the stepped-up warlime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in

engineering,
e serve§ as captain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named 1o every first team All-America selec-
tion as a 6-foot, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation’s outstanding lineman in 1943.
After uation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952, In 1936, he became head of the
Physical Education Department at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served as Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh.-
e was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1577.
Myslinski died in F 3.
Norman (Wild Man) Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man
football teams at the smaller enrollment schools,
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for thie Tornados.
After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, whete he
played football and basketball. '
A fullback-defensive end in football, be was drafled in the 13th round by the NFL’s Philndelphia Eagles, where he played eight seasons from 1950~
37, He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is a member, along with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Engles’ honor roli.
Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks afier it was reported he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against
New Yorlk Giants’ quarterback Charley Conerly, on Oct. 26, 1952. He earned the nickname “Wild Man” from his pass rushing resulting in opponents’
ardage losses.
yAn mductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State Sgons Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a “Norman Willey Day™ on Sept.
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming “Home of Wild Man Willey” were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School.
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Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the stat
of the most successful team pro in stale history. He MS(umd individual Class A'titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. Th
Redskins started g record run of cight straight state team titles, with Carna the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Carna as an All-American selection.

He was g nine-time All-Ohioan in cross couggg and track, cluim'ms two Ohio state crowns —the 1,600-meters as a junior and 3,200-meters as .
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985.

Carma earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track and cross country and was an All-Big Ten am
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division 1 National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 2ist i

individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Jirm George (Smithfield High School, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th
first All-Ohio Associnted Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio foothall player led the Spartans to 2 school record 22-gnme win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-45
including unbealen seasons in 1947-48, As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with & 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin;
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

In b thall, he led the Spartzns to a 22-3 record —second best in school history — and the Jefferson County title,

He accepied a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and re%ixlar for the Orangemen. He became the onl
Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opted to join the Air Force,

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overal] 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points — second most
in area history at the time — as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 38.3 points per game norm after sporting & 40.2 average in regular season. He
scared 74 points against New Athens —second best in Ohio Valley history at the time — and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout

of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws,

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was honored on the 1955 ﬁveBl:[v;r first tenm All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services.

The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then & ont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two
SEAS0MS.

Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before joining the armed services.
He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990.

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scoring his last two seasons with
averages of 33.6 und 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12
rebounds 4 game as a senjor. :

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second team 8s a junior. His
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pust-lIQSO Term
by The Intelligencer newspaper.

‘A three-sport, 11-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the “Small Schools” with 51 receptions for 766 yards.
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper.

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a_four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior.

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif.

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title {(Class B) in school historr. Playk]f for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Strager, he
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well us co-captain of the All-Valley "Small
Schaol” team. He also started for West Virginia's winning team over Ohio in the annuat Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was acvorded National
All-American High School Team honors.

Tn basketbal!, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school’s best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He
hmé i1 gmnﬁl high of 44 points agninst Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-State Independent Basketball Tournament
in Sistersville,

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship.

Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, be enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two?rear regular as o two-way back and

unter. He led The Bi ’I‘enr:ﬂ::glnn as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average, He was fi in Sports Tusimated for a major role
in Purdue’s upset of No. 1 Mlgchigan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled *“The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History.”

Mikes ?Iayed on the winning (21-20) North teem in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game.

He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces, He resides in Parkersburg.
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with EW. Bowen, I.E. Ewing,
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference’s first
president.

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra-
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley.

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the
United States. A total of 50 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 12,000 athletes
in the various competitive athletic areas.

It 1s the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of

all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship,
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference.

Current OVAC Member Schools

Barnesvilie Fort Frye Shenandoah

Beallsville Frontier St. Clairsville

Beaver Local Harrison Central St. John Central

Bellaire | Hundred Steubenville

Bishop Donahue Indian Creek Steubenville Catholic Central
Bridgeport John Marshall Toronto

Brooke Linsly Trinity Christian

Buckeye Local Magnolia Tyler Consolidated
Buckeye Trail Martins Ferry Union Local

Caldwell Meadowbrook University

Cambridge Monroe Central Valley

Cameron Morgantown Weir

Clay-Battelle Oak Glen Weirton Madonna
Conotton Valley Paden City Wellsville

East Liverpool Parkersburg South | Wheeling Central Catholic
East Richland Christian River Wheeling Park

Edison Shadyside
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