
. tl&I • tlM 
I ll I 

- -





celebrating traditions of the 
annual hall of fame banquet: 

ROBINSON 
AUTO GROUP 

CHEVROI.ET 

ROBINSON DRIVE - THE HIGHLANDS•• 
(304) 233-8000 / GM 

{304) 232-1880 /Toyota 
(304) 232-2400 / Ford 

5C::l□rl @TOYOTA 

EIGHT BRANDS. YOUR CHOICE. ONE PLACE. 





The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row, left to right, Doug Huff, Don Zinni, DickWolf, Ron Mauck 
and Jeff Harrison. Back row, Tom Rataiczak, Bob Koch, Seth Staskey, Robert "Bubba" Kapral, Tom Tisher 

and Kelly Rine. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Committee 

Jeff Harrison ................................................ Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge 

Doug Huff ................................................... Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling 

Robert 'Bubba' Kapral ............................ Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Bob Koch ...................................................................... OVAC Football All-Star Game Director 

Ron Mauck ......................... Former OVAC Football All-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director 

Tom Rataiczak .................................................................................. OVAC Executive Secretary 

Kelly Rine ............................................................ Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School 

Seth Staskey .................................................... Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry 

Tom Tisher ........................................................................ Athletic Director, River High School 

Dick Wolf ................................................. Former East Liverpool City Schools Board Member 

Don Zinni .................................................................................... OVAC Football Commissioner 
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2012-2013 OVAC 
Executive Board 

The OVAC Executive Board for 2012-2013. Fron/ row, left to right, Bob Koch, Football All-Star Game Director; 
Dan Enich, West Virginia Board Member; Jeff Crosier, Vice-President; Corey Murphy, President; Dr. Dan Doyle, 
Past President; Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; Walt Skaggs, Ohio Board Member. Second row, Fred King, Class 
IA RepresenJative; Ed Cihy, Class 2A Representative; Molly Feller, Class 3A Representative; Kelly Rine, Class 4A 
Representative; Rick Leach, Class SA Representative; Thomas E. Rataiczak, Executive Secretary/Treasurer. 
Back row, Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Ron White, Assistant 
Basketball Commissioner; Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Dave Clutter, Assistant Football Commissioner; 
Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; Pegi Bannan, Volleyball Commissioner. AbsenJ: Bernie Dolan, West Virginia 
Board Member; Dr. Dianna Vargo, West Virginia Board Member. 
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Ohio Valley Board 
of Football Officials 

congratulates 

Tom 'Bear' Bechtel 
our long-time member 

(Board secretary for 25-plus years) 

on his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Officers 
President Jeff Loeffler 

Vice-President Larry Rine 
Secretary Mike Clyde 
Treasurer Jerry Ames 
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Executive Committee 
Joe Kaler 

Bruce Myers 
Butch Minkemeyer 



Congrats Chris Starr! 

We are very proud of you! 

The Starr Family 
Howard 
Susan 
Julie 
Dan 

Andrea 
Tiger 
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The Straub Automotive Group 

Wishes to Congratulate 

Danny Abramowicz 

On His Well-Deserved Induction 

Into the OVAC Hall of Fame. 

Best Wishes, Danny, 

From The Entire Fato Family. 

God Bless 
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The Martins Ferry High School 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Eudie Joseph (MFHS Class of 1945) 
and 

Doug Swearingen (MFHS Class of 1979) 

Eudie Joseph Doug Swearingen 

on their induction 
· into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
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Art Hehr 
Bridgeport 

High School 
Class of 1959 

Congratulations 
on your 

induction to the 
OVAC Hall of Fame!!!!! 

The Bridgeport High School 
Athletic Department 

"Home of the Bulldogs" 
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IN MEMORY OF FLUSHING'S FINEST 

• ZOil OVAC Hall of Fame 
• 19S5 UPI 1st Team All Ohio 

• •· career points 1961 
• Rushing Mayor 1988-90 

SPONSORED BY FRIENDS & TEAMMATES: 

Flushing American Legion Post 366 
Charles Campanizzi, 1953, 1954, 1955 Teammate 
Willie Diosi (deceased 2011) 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955 Teammate 
Fred Kidd 
Jake Kidd 
Tom Michelli 
Bob Twarog 
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GUERNSEY STREET GREATS 

Congratulations to OVAC Hall of Famers 

Gene Ammirante and Kenny Howell 

Gene Ammirante 

It's been our 
pleasure to chronicle 

your accomplishments 

The Times Leader 
Bubba Kapral 
Seth Staskey 
Rich Gibson 
Kim North 

RickDeLuca 

The 

Kenny Howell 

Steubenville Catholic Central 
Athletic Boosters 

congratulate 

Danny Abramowicz 

on his induction into 
the OVAC Hall of Fame 

Class of 2012 
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FROM A FAMILY'S FIRST CAMPUS Vrsrr TO 
GRADUATION DAY, THESE WORDS ECHO 
THROUGHOUT THE LINSLY EXPERIENCE: 

To PERSEVERE THROUGH 

ADVERSITY. 

To SHOW GRACE IN VICTORY 

AND DEFEAT. 

To RESPECT THE OPPOSITION. 

THESE VALUES SERVE STUDENTS WELL WHILE THEY ARE AT LINSLY AND THROUGH THEIR 
COLLEGE AND PROFESSIONAL LIVES. 

CONGRATULATIONS 2012 OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

AND LINSLY ALUMNI: 

GARY SPRAGUE 

EUDIE JOSEPH 

ALEX WELKER '77 

The Linsly School 
FORWARD AND NO RETREAT 

60 Knox Lane Wheeling, WV 26003 304-233-1436 www.linsly.org 
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lhaV'n ~inc:enf 
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Jodi, Kel•e~. Jumine1 Jo.-dc:101 '1.-enf1 

lz:c1c:1€, Don & lc:10~1 Jc:1~. lo.-~, lumme.- & Ku•i~ 

Jim.Carey 
OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee 

ConBratu(ations. . . 
'Facufty, Staff and ~minstration 

W:E'1'R 'High Schoo( 
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THE SAMUEL A. MUMLEY MEMORIAL BASKETBALL CLASSIC 

CONGRATULATES OUR DIRECTOR 

TOM 'BEAR' BECHTEL 

AND FORMER DIRECTOR 

GENE AMMIRANTE 

ON THEIR INDUCTION INTO THE 

OVAC HALL OF FAME 

36THANNUAL 
ALL-STAR 
BASKETBALL 
GAME 

VA 

SAMUEL A. MUMLEY MEMORIAL CLASSIC 

Sunday,April 7, 2013 
Ohio University Eastern Gym 

TOM BECHTEL 
Game Director 2004-Present 

Increased Game Scholarships from $2,000 to $3,000 

GENE AMMIRANTE 
Former Game Director 1982-87 - 1990-94 

Founded and Directed The OVAC Basketball Coaches Clinic 
Through the Initial Six Years 2002-2008 

Established the Annual Basketball Coaches Clinic Scholarship 
$1,000 Awarded to the Son or Daughter of an OVAC Basketball Coach 

Named OVAC Coach of the Year 2004 
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Congratulations Coach A 

26 of 30 
Winning Seasons 

70% 
Career Winning 

4 
19-Win Seasons 

7 
20+ Win 
Seasons 

2 
18-Win Seasons 

14 
OVAC 

Championships 

471-205 
Career W-L 

Record 

2 
Undefeated 

Regular Seasons 

Coach Gene Ammirante 

Head Basketball Coach 
Bellaire High School 

1981-2011 

Nearly 16 
Career Average 
Wins Per Year 

15 
Top 20 

Stale Rankings 

14 
Section 

Championships 

6 
District 

Championships 

2 
Regional 
Finalists 

4 
Regional 

Semi Finalists 

1 
Regional 

Championship 

1 
State 

Final Four 

Not I or Me, but Us and We 
Compliments of the 
Bellaire Athletic Department 
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Congratu{ations 

Catfiollc Centra{ J-figfi Scfioo{ 

{iraduate 

Vanny ..'A.brarnowicz 

:from C. C. J-f. S. 

:facufty, Students & Staff 
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[J>wq,& ~ fjJ~ .Mawwt., 

cm &ing, induded ta tire <.'2V.ae :Jlall of, fj,,ame., 
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£ooo, 
Mom 

9Jw.tlwt !Ro.ti and llnn, .N.atalie d: ll4,-Ma 
Si.wt, 9Jiana and Jim, SamanJl,a d: .NiMu 

fjJw.tfwt 9),e,uw_ and Jane,, :J(y,&, ~ 
fiJ'tiana, .Matt, :Jaa:on, d: Madelyn 

Si.wt, .Mtvty and fllic&, Sp,ence,t, [J>.adwt, fl~ d: Emma 

9Jw.tlwt efvti.j, and !Jleallwt,, fleyton d: Cllex 
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You've taught us about life, about basketball, about family. More 

importantly you've taught us hard work will bring you success, there is 

no pain in admitting you're wrong, & that there is inherent value in 

saving that extra dollar. You teach us preparedness, punctuality, & 

tough skin when the world isn't so kind. You showed us that no matter 

whether you're the leading scorer, or the last person on the bench, you 

will be suspended for the biggest game of the year if you show up late. 

Crying is for when someone is sick, God comes first, and there is no 

one in this world that will ever come before your family. You may think 

we aren't listening or weren't paying attention, but we noticed. We are 

lucky just to know you, but we are beyond blessed to be able to call you 

Dad. No matter what you did or where you went, you always made us 

#1. We'll always be your biggest fans. 

Love, Mom, Lin, Jer, Katie & Milano 
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Ohio Valley Board 
of Softball Umpires 

congratulates 

Tom 'Bear' Bechtel 
• Founder of OV Board 

• 35-year member 
• Only secretary and rules interpreter 

in board history 
• Assigner for 33 years 

on his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
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Congratulations 

Art Hehr 

Then ..... .. ...and Now 

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches' Association 
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling 

in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
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Congratulations 

OVAC Hall ofFamer 

Amber Ellison 
Meadowbrook High School 

Class of 1999 

From 
The Meadowbrook 

Athletic Department 
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••••••••••• 
The Buckeye Local 

Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Jim George 
Smithfield Spartans 

Class of 1950 

OVAC 'Legend' 

••••••••••• 

The Weir High 
Soccer Boosters 

. are proud to recognize 

Jimmy Carey 

on his induction 
into the 2012 OVAC 

Hall of Fame 

Congratulations 

Carter Howell 
Flushing High School 

Class of 1955 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
'Legend' honoree 

Chris Starr 
1986 Buckeye Trail 

High School Graduate 

On behalf of the East Guernsey Local, 
School District, congratulations on 
your induction into the Ohio Valley 

Athletic Conference Hall of Fame. 
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Richard Hall 
Superintendent 
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*NEVER FORGOTTEN* 
THANKS FOR YOUR CONRIBUTION TO BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL'S 

COACH GINE AMMIRANTE'S INDUCTION TO THE 
O.V.A.C. HALL OF FAME 

SCOTT COYNE - Bellaire High School All-Ohio Point Guard 

COACH EARL HABERFIELD - Basketball Coach Wheeling 
Central, Bishop Donahue, Wintersville, Amherst Steele, 
Founder of OVAC All-star Basketball Grune 

COACH DAVE ICE - Bellaire H.S. Assistant Basketball Coach 
TRUE MR. BIG RED 

COACH GEORGE KOVALICK - Bellaire H.S. Football Coach 
and Athletic Director 

COACH MARK MATZ - Bishop Donahue, Bellaire High 
School - Hired Coach A in 1976 

COACH DICK POTTS - River High School Basketball Coach 

COACH SKIP PROSSER - Linsley, Wheeling Central, Xavier 
Loyola (MD), Wake Forest Basketball Coach 

22 



From the Administration, Faculty, Alumni and Friends of 

_t_ 0 
CENT 

Congratulations 

- ----- -

Joseph C. Maroon, MD 
SIC Class of 1958 

Kenneth W. Howell 
SIC Class of 2000 

And the entire 2012 OVAC Hall of Fame Class 

Joinini 
Richard L. Boron - SJC Class of 1965; OVAC HoF 2011 
Stephanie Petho - SJC Class of 1992; OVAC HoF 2004 
Allan Hornyak - SJC Class of 1969; OVAC HoF 2004 

St. John Central High School 
StJohnCentralHS.org 

A 125-Year Legacy of Catholic Education 
Developing our students to be Critical Thinkers & Compassionate Leaders. 

STRONG TRADIDON m BRIGHT FUTURE 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

NEW OVAC HALL OF FAME MEMBERS 

DENVER WILLIAMS - CADIZ HIGH SCHOOL 

DAVE JONES - JEWETT-SCIO HIGH SCHOOL 

HARRISON CENTRAL BOOSTERS CLUB 
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Congratulations to these Bellaire Basketball senior 
players who helped place Coach Gene Ammirante 

("Coach A'') into the OVAC Hall of Fame! 

1982 
Record: 13-9 
Seniors: Jeff Helms, Bill 
Kahl, Richard Leigh, James 
Wesley 

1983 
Record: 13-10 
Titles: Sectional Champion, 
District Semi-Finalist 
Seniors: Andy Babka, Jeff 
Carmen, Mike Kahl, Glen 
Yoho 

1984 
Record: 9-12 
Seniors: John Buddenberg, 
Don Giffin, Quinlin Helms, 
Todd Weekley 

1985 
Record: 18-4 
Seniors: Dave Feller, Jeff 
Frey, Todd Kinder, Scott 
Maffe, Mark Marlin 

1986 
Record: 14-7 
Seniors: Doug Bennington, 
Keith Blanchard, Bob Cam
sky, Tom Dobrovich, Eric Fi
jalkowski, Robey Jeffreys, Pat 
Meintel, David Youngblood 

1987 
Record: 8-13 
Seniors: Ray Benesh, Billy 
Dodds, Jim Sabinski, Chris 
Stevens 

1988 
Record: 16-6 
Tltles: OVAC Champions, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Semi-Finalist 
Seniors: Dave Caldwell, 
Chris Kelly, Mark Spigarelli, 
Scott Thomas 

1989 
Record: 19-4 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Finalist 
Seniors: Jim Kruger, R. D. 
Ramsey, Che Sitton, Scott 
Woods 

1990 
Record: 14-7 
Titles: OVAC Champion 
Seniors: Bob Arno, Bill Bell
ville, Jim Buddenberg, Ezan 
Ellsworth, Steve Fisher, Joe 
Galloway, Eric Patterson, Mar
cus Raine, C. J. Snell 

1991 
Record: 20-3 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Semi-Finalist 
Seniors: Hedy Heathering
ton, David Ice, Chris Jones, 
Matt Kinter, Greg Stevens 

1992 
Record: 19-6 
Titles: Sectional Champion, 
District Champion, Regional 
Semi-Finalist 
Seniors: J. R. Battista, Chad 
Magistro, Billy Marinacci, Mike 
Sechrest 

1993 
Record: 20-5 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Champion, Regional Semi
Finalist 
Seniors: Mike Call, Mike 
Dunfee, Ben Sabinsky 

1994 
Record: 21-1 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Undefeated Regular Season 
Seniors: Jay Bellville, Scott 
Coyne, Correy Eimer, John 
Farrier, Jason Tuttle 

1995 
Record: 17-4 
Titles: OVAC Champion 
Seniors: Ryan Clark, Jer
emiah Johnson, Keith Pitts, 
Scott Pitts 

1996 
Record: 20-4 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Champion, Regional Finalist 
Seniors: Jerry Ammirante, 
Jose Davis, Dusty Kinder, 
Hutch McFeley, Bob Roth, C. 
J. Zerfoss 

1997 
Record: 16-8 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Champion, Regional Semi
Finalist 
Seniors: Grant Allen, Chas 
Call, Brian Porter, Ben Taylor 

1998 
Record: 15-7 
Seniors: Nathan Brinker, 
Clint Lekanudos, Ty Masci
arelli, Richie Materkoski, J. J. 
Schmidli 

1999 
Record: 19-2 
Titles: OVAC Champion 
Seniors: Jay Cordery, Josh 
Johnson, Chris Lednik, Mar
cus Pitts, Kevin Porter, Bobby 
West 

2000 
Record: 22-2 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Finalist 
Seniors: Tony Lekanudos, 
Chris Ola!, Drew Spencer, 
Josh Tuttle, James Watts 

2001 
Record: 13-9 
Seniors: Don Abbuhl, Matt 
Materkoski, Derek Myers, P. 
J. Russell, Matt Sherwood, 
Marcus Vincent, Rich Wojn
arowski 

2002 
Record: 13-9 
Seniors: Ben Doyle, Mark 
Dunfee, Corey Henry 

2003 
Record: 18-5 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Semi-Finalist 
Seniors: Scott Beveridge 
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2004 
Record: 22-5 
Titles: Sectional Champion, 
District Champion, Regional 
Champion, State Final Four 
Semi-Finalist 
Seniors: Aaron Agnew, Josh 
Fisher, Adam Lucci, Chris 
Palmer 

2005 
Record: 19-6 
Titles: OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Champion, Regional Semi
FinaliSt 
Seniors: Zach Bowman, 
Mikel Fisher, Jay Ofat 

2006 
Record: 23-1 
Titles: Undefeated Regular 
Season, OVAC Champion, 
Sectional Champion, District 
Finalist 
Seniors: Andrew Babka, 
Todd Coyne, Nate Davis, 
Jarred Ryan 

2007 
Record: 12-9 
Seniors: Joey Fry, Jayson 
Keyser, Mikel Williams, Tim
my Young 

2008 
Record: 4-17 
Seniors: Derrick Tolliver 

2009 
Record: 10-12 
Seniors: Brandon Metz 

2010 
Record: 10-10 
Seniors: Trevor Babka, Jake 
Camsky, Levi Crozier, Josh 
Lish, Kasey Tuttle 

2011 
Record: 12 - 9 
Seniors: Trovonte' Black
man, Anthony Rocchio, Josh 
Tolliver 
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Doug Swearingen 
Congratulations 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

We are so proud of your achievement! 
Your loving family, 

Mia, DJ and Angie, Anna, Maria, Sarah 
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Congratulations 

Danny Abramowicz 

on your induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

The Crusaders are proud of you! 

Phone (7«1) 266-8100 ~ 
Fax (7«1) 266-8200 1' 

aqtlJony . 
mmmq company. me. 

POST OfflCE BOX 1298 
STEUIIENVIUE, OHIO 43952 

Albert Carapellolll Michael Carapellottl Paul c.apellolll 

27 

2300 SUNSET BLVD. 
STEUBENVILLE, OHIO 43952 

TA~ET 
SP~RT 

S H O P 
"IT PAYS TO PLAY" 



The St. Clairsville High School 
Athletic Department 

congratulates 

Shawn Vincent 
(St. Clairsville High School Class of 1987) 

on his induction 
into the OVAC Hall of Fame 
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Even then, 
we knew you were 

destined 
for great things. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to our inductee .... 

Son, Brother, Uncle & 
Great Uncle .... 

GENE AMMIRANTE 
"Coach A" 

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 

Love Always, Your family, 

Nanna 
Anna & Bob 

J.R., Christine & Jeana 
Stacy, Joe & Cooper 
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Locations 
103Technolog\fDrlva ' "·'' • 1 .. 

Bu~•r,,PA 16001 .... ,,, ,, 

Greenville Medical Center 
Lower Leval.: • . ~, : 
g(fshf!rlanBO St -
Greenville; PA 11l25' 

L,, 

UPMCWest. 
1600 'coraopolts Hcights Road, 
Suite G • • • 

MoonT~wnship, PA 15108. 

J...: UPMC Pa5SaVant 
• , . 2 Main, Suite 2096 

9100 Babcoclt Blvd, , 
Pittstiurgt,, PA ii;237 

,,.. I 

-~·--··· .I 
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Tri-State Neurosurgical 
Associates-UPMC 
Nominated as two of Pittsburgh's uBest Doctors," Matt El-Kadi, MD, PhD, 
FACS (left); and Joseph C. Maroon, MD, FACS (right), are board-certified 
in neurosurgery and provide expert spine care and surgery. They have 
access to UPMC Passavant and the wide range of resources of the UPMC 
health care network. The Tri-State Neurosurgical team performs more 
than 1,800 spine procedures per year. They work with pain management 
clinic and physical rehabilitation therapists to provide alternatives and 
tailor treatment plans. 

Dr. El-Kadi is chief of Neurosurgery at UPMC Passavant and vice chairman 
and cllnlcal professor In the Department of Neurological Surgery at 
UPMC. He speciallzes In minimally Invasive spine surgery, spinal and disc 
disease surgery, spine tumors, image-guided surgery, and complex splnal 
instrumentation and fusion surgery. 

Dr. Maroon ls vice chairman and clinical professor in the Department of 
Neurological Surgery at UPMC. He has a special Interest In minimally 
Invasive spine surgery, pituitary tumor, and brain surgery; prevention 
and treatment of traumatic Injuries to the central nervous system; and 
complementary approaches to Inflammatory disease associated with aging. 
He is also the team neurosurgeon for the Pittsburgh Steelers and an advisor 
to the NFL on concussions. 

: 



Chris 
Starr 

Buckeye Trail High School 

Congratulations 

We love you! 

Your wife, Vicki, and kids 
Lane and Lexe 

Congratulations 

Amber Ellison 
Meadowbrook High School 

We are so proud of you! 
Thanks for the memories. 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Lexi, Drew 

and Becca 
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Congratulations 

Doug 
Swearingen 

Martins Ferry High School 

306 Center street 
P.O. Box 217 

Martins FerTy, OH 
43935 

633-3091 

from 

-""""' Mi:m-Fri 8:00AM-t:Dm'M 

Sat l:OOAM-1..I.iXll'M 

Vlslt us on the web 
@ 

www.Jacobandson5IT10at.com 

Twitten el■ I P9 ts]()« 

www.l'eoebook l'XNl'l/1► J F1Mts306 



The Daily Jeffersonian 

Sports Department 

oongratulates 

The OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2012 

espeeially local products 

Chris Starr 

(Buckeye Trail lligh School, Class of 1986) 

and 

Amber Ellison 

(Meadowbrook lligh School, Class of 1999) 

Photographs of this year's 
OVAC Hall of Fame Induction 

available through: 

--- Briggs Professional Photography 

~ Telephone: (740) 633-2541 
Fax: (740) 633-1311 
email: evertbrlggs@yahoo.com 

706 N. Zane Hwy., Mertins Ferry, OH 43935 ----

rrvert 'Brigg 5 Owner - Photographer 

Sports Action and Activity Photographs 

visit 

prlntroom.com/pro/briggsphoto 

a perfect fit 
• for your life 

Member FDIC 
Equal Housing lender 

',,,~.,N'" ,c•~·;'_if/i't/ 

]Bltl (IDJiflij!S!-
v\\WW.THECITIZENSBbN~CO~ 

71-..,, ~- 71-..,, If,. 71-..,, 'f;....1,,/ 

740.633.0445 • 888.275.5566 

Proud to support the OVAC and all the athletes! 
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TheOVAC 
Hall of Fame Committee 

congratulates 

Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling 
as the Denny Magruder Distinguished Service Award 

recipient for 2012 

This group of individuals is responsible 
for construction of the custom-made 

showcases of the OVAC Museum 
located throughout WesBanco Arena 

Past winners of the award: 
Denny Magruder (2010) 

Bob Robinson (2011) 

.. ,~ vAit,,. The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
~ ~ Hall of Fame Committe is seeking ,1 riJ 

nominations for future consideration ~a 
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame 

fudividuals are selected in various categories (OVAC 'Family', 
OVAC 'Contributor', Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes) 

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information 
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee, 
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906. 
fuformation should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments 

( statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested. 

The 10th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 17, 2013 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W Va. 
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OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2012 
Tom (Bear) Bechtel 

Tom (Bear) Bechtel (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1969). Commissioner, director, official ... Bechtel 
wears muny hats in the athletic realm. and he wears them well. 

He is a long-time member of the OVAC Softball Committee,currently serving as the OVAC Softba11 Commissioner 
and has been Grune Director of the annual Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic since 2005. 

As an official, Bechtel has wodted area high school softball, basketball and football gwnes dating back to 1974. He 
founded the Ohio Valley Board of Softball Umpires, serving as secretary for 31 years; was an Ohio Valley Officials 
Board officer for more than 20 years; and has officiated football playoff games in Ohio and West Vrrginia for more 
than 20 years. He has worked 26 state tournaments in softball and six stnte championship games in football. 

He a1so umpires softball in the West Virginia Conference. 
In 1990, he became the first West Virginia recipient of the National Federation of State High School Associations' 

Officials Award. 
Bechtel has been director of the City of Wheeling Recreation Department since 1974, actively promoting vurious youth 

sports activities. He founded the Wheeling Recreation Swnmer Basketball League which has grown to more than 100 
teruns; organized the annual Wheeling Baskethall Shootout which has brought numerous high profile athletes to the 
area; and oversees the J.B. ChaJDbers 1-470 Complex which hosts more than 2,000 baseball and softball games annually. Tom Bechtel 

A basketball and baseball player at Wheeling Central High, he graduated from Wheeling College in 1973 and 
served as an assistnnt basketball coach there from 1974-78. 

He has served ns a color analyst for WTRF-TV on football and basketball broadcasts; worked RS a radio announcer for basketball games; and was 
the public address announcer at Wheeling Jesuit University home basketball games. He is also director of the annual Undo's Catholic Basketball 
Tournament in Wheeling. 

Bechtel received the Robert S. McKelvey Memorial Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2008. 

Burdell (.Timmy) Carey 
0 

Burdell (Jimmy) Carey (Follansbee High School, Class of 1923). He is the only coach in the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference and the state of West Vrrginia to win state championships in three sports-football, basketball 
and baseball. 

Carey got bis first taste of coaching with 10 years at his alma mater, Foll11DSbee High, before moving to Weir 
High to assist OVAC Hall of Farner Carl Hamill and begin a 25-yeur Red Rider career. 

Carey coached Weir to W. Va. Class AAA football titles in 1957 (11-0), 1960 (10-1) and 1961 (10-1) and his 1958 
team was 9-1, losing only to eventual state champion Parkersburg. In six seasons (1956-61), his teams posted a 
52-11 record and won two OVAC Class AAA championships (1957 and 1958). 

In basketball, Carey coached Weir for 13 seasons (1956-68), compiling a record of 178-115. His teaJDs mode the 
W. Va. Class AAA title game three straight years, winning in 1963 with a record of 20-5. The 1962 teaJD was 24-1 
and the 1964 team had a 23-2 record. Overall, his Red Rider hoop teams won seven sectional titles. five regional 
crowns and made four state tournament appearances while also winning two OVAC championships (1%2 and 
1964). 

Jimmy Carey In baseball, he guided Weir to five state tournament berths and the one-class W. Va. state championship in 1959 
while also winning four straight OVAC titles. 

Carey was selected the West Virginia All-Sport Coach of the Year in 1958. He is a member of the West Vrrginia 
Sports Hall of Frune; the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the Weir High Hall of Fame. 

Weir High named its football stadium in his honor. 
At Follansbee High, Carey was a multi-sport athlete who went on to play three sports (football, basketball and baseball) at George Washington 

University before transferring and graduating from West Liberty State College. 

Charles (Red) Donley 
Charl£s (Red) Donley (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1941). An early pioneer of rudio and television broad

casting in the Ohio Valley, Donley got his start at WSTV-AM radio in 1946 where he served as play-by-play 
announcer for high school football and basketball games and was the station's sports director. 

In 1954, when WTSV-TV Channel 9 (now WTOY) went on the air, Donley became the sports director and soon 
thereafter, was selected to wodt with Joe Tucker on Pittsburgh Steelers' broadcasts, a position he held from 1955-62. 

He also announced horse racing at both Wheeling Downs and Waterford Park from 1949-56. 
In 1960, he left to become sports director at Channel 11 in Pittsburgh, a position he had for 10 years. During his 

days in Pittsburgh, Donley won five "Golden Qui11'' awards for distinguished news coverage, including one for a 
documentary he wrote and narrated on the late Art Rooney and two others (on Roberto Clemente and Pie Traynor) 
that are in the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

In 1962, he was named to suc.ceed legendary Ray Scott as play•by•play announcer for the University of Pittsburgh. 
Donley rejoined Channel 9 in Steubenville in 1972 as news director and remained there until his retirement in 

1988. 
Donley received the President's Media Award from what was then the College of Steubenville in 1989; received 

an honorary degree Ifom Jefferson Technical College in 1987 and an honorary bacalaureat degree from the College 
of Steubenville in 1989; was the recipient of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Robert S. McKelvey Red Donley 
Award in 1991; and was inducted into the Ohio AP Broadcasters Hall of Frune in 2006. 

He also participated in many charitable proje.cts including the United Way and Easter Seals and made countless appearances as a master of cer• 
emonies at community events. His many contributions were recognized at a testimonial dinner in his honor back in 1979: 

The road leading to the current VvfOV·TV9 hilltop studio in Steubenville is named "Red Donley Drive" in his honor. 
A World Wur II veteran who served in the Marine Corps, Donley passed away in 1998. 
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Gene Ammirante 
a,,.,, AmmironJe (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1969). When you think of Ammirnnte, you 

think of two things - passion and success. During his 30-year career as head boys' baskethnll coach at Bellaire 
High, "Coach A" displayed plenty of the former nnd achieved plenty of the latter. 

Ammirante began his coaching career in I 976 as lll1 assistant to Mnrk Matz at BelJaire before beginning a suc
eessful run ns head conch of the Big Reds. 

He compiled an impressive 471-205 career record at Bellaire. the aJl-time best coaching record in boys' basket
ball at the school. That included a 189-41 mark during the 1990s, nn average of 19 wins per season during thnt 
IO-year span. 

Bellaire High achieved Top 20 rankings in Ohio 15 times under Ammirnnte; won 14 Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference championships; 14 sectional crowns; six district tit1es and one regional championship as Bellaire 
earned its first ever-trip to the OHSAA Division III State Tournament "Finni Four" in 2003--04, tying the school 
record for wins (22) before losing to Versailles in double-overtime in the semifinals. 

His .teams posted two undefeated regular seasons, going 20--0 in 1993-94 nnd 2005-06; nnd two 19-1 records; and Gene Ammirante 
the 2005-06 te.ain broke the school record with 23 victories. 

Among Ammirante's numerous awards were "Coach of the Year" for Ohio Division II. the Eastern District and District 12 as well ns the OVAC 
overnll "Conch of the Year" in 2003--04; nnd the Bob Arnzen Award for 20 consecutive years nt the snrne school (1996). 

He was nlso selected to coach the South squad in the annunl Ohio North-South All-Star Game in Columbus in 1997. 
He served as Game Director for the Samuel A. Mwnley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic on two different occasions and is still active on the 

committee; founded and directed the OVAC Basketball Clinic for six years; is director of the Wheeling Recreation Department's Youth Basketball 
Program; and started the nnnunl Snturdny Morning Fundamental Feeder Program and Basketbnll Comp nt Bellaire. He received the OVAC's Earl 
Hnberfield Boys' Basketball Coaches Award in 2012. 

Ammirnnte received his bochelor's degree from West Liberty State College in 1973 nnd his master's from West Vrrginin University in 1976. 

Gary Sprague 
Gary Sp- (Needham (Mass.) High School, Class of 1964). He piloted the Linsly School basebnll program 

from 1974-2006. compiling an impressive 33-year record of 488-257-1, which ranks fourth all-time among Ohio 
Valley coaches. 

He led the Cadets to 13 OVAC Toumnrnent championships - more than nny other conference conch (1982, '85, 
'86, '87, '89, '90, '91, '94, '95, '97, 2001, '03, '05, '06) nnd conched Linsly to five Eastern Ohio Baseball League 
titles (1987, '88, '90, '95 and '96). 

Sprague wns named OVAC "Coach of th" Yew: in 1986 ofter guiding the Cadets ton 27-4 record nod EOBL 
"Coach of the Year" three times. 

He coached six athletes who went on to play professional sports - Heath Haynes, Ron Stephens. Kevin Tatar, 
Mike Coss and Marie Seaver in baseball and Willie Clay in the NFL. He nlso conched n total of 13 first tenrn all
state players including two captains; five OVAC .. Player of the Year" winners and four West Vrrginin American 

Gary Spragne Legion "Player of the Year" selections. 
He nlso conched fieshmnn football nt Linsly. 

Sprague received the Carl R. Hamill Award from the Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dan Club nnd was the recipient of the OVAC's Thomas E. 
Rataiczak Scorckeeperffimer Award in 2009 after nearly three decades ns the timer at Linsly basketbnll games. 

Sprague graduated from West Vrrginia Wesleyan College in 1 %8. 

Bill Tonini 
Bill Tonini (Avella (Pa.) High School, Class of 1940). "Play ball!" Considering the foci that his career ns an 

umpire spanned an incredible seven decades. perhaps no one has uttered those words more than Tonini. 
He spent a total of 52 years worl<ing countless bnseball games throughout the Ohio Valley and beyond from 

1957-2010 while also serving 30 years as a football oflicinl nod 10 years as n basketball referee. 
His expertise as nn umpire, primarily behind home plate calling balls nnd strikes, earned Tonini numerous high 

school post-season assignments. including five state tournaments in Ohio and five in West Vrrginia. He also 
umpired more than 30 years of OVAC Tournament action. 

Touini wrnked NCAA Division III College World Series games in Marietta a total of 10 times; several NCAA 
Division I games involving Ohio State and Ohio Univer?iity; a host of American Legion games in the summer and 
three years in the minor leagues, including the Northwest League in Eugene, Oregon nod Walla Walin, 
Washington. 

He nlso was an instructor at Bill Barr's Umpire School in West Pnlm Beach, Florida. 
Tonini is in the Westeqt Pennsylvania Soccer Hnll of Fame and he received a specinl award from the Upper 

Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 
A highly-decorated World War II veteran who received commendations from both the United States and France, 

the 90-year old Tonini resides in Hnnrul,aJ. 
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Eudie ,Toseph 
Eugene (Eudie) Joseph (Martins Ferry High School, ClllSs of 1945). A three-sportAJI-OYAC honoree in football, 

basketball and track, he was a major contributor to top-record Purple Rider football and basketball teunas. 
In basketball, playing for OYAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker, Joseph was a regular on teams which 

went 71-4 in three years incJuding 21-2, with 20 straight wins, as a senior. He was a junior on a 26-1 record 
team which won the first OVAC Class AA title in 1944. That terun lost its only game to eventunl Ohio champion 
Middletowo,38-34, in the state tournament semifinals. Joseph, along with teammate and OYAC Hall of Farner Alex 
Groza, were all-toumument selections. Joseph scored 421 points -second on the team to Gmza's OV record totaJ 
of 628 points. As a sophomore, Joseph was a member of a 24-1 record team. 

In football, he was co-captain of a 7-2-1 record team which won the first OYAC Class AA title and recorded eight 
shutouts. He earned All-Ohio UPI honors as well as All-OVAC and was a two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection at 
running back. Nicknamed the "'Ghost" for his elusive style, he played on a 9-1 record team as a junior and Ferry 
was 22-6-1 in his three seasons. 

In track, Joseph set an OYAC high hurdle record in the two-year-old meet llS a junior and won the high jump. He 
didn't compete as a senior after being drafted for military duty. 

After discharge, he enrolled at the University of Dayton and played four years of basketba1I with three as a starter 
on teams with school records of24-8. 27-5 and 28-5. The last two years, the Flyers were runners-up in the National 
Invitation Tournament and n.1so were NCAA regional semifinalist in his senior year of 1952. 

Emile Joseph 

He spent his entire 37-year professional career teaching and coaching at Linsly Military Institute where he was head coach of boys' basketball 
(1953-72) and track and assistant in football and also served as athletic director. His Cadet teams won three OYAC titles - 1971 basketball and 
1961-62 in track. The top court records were 16-4 in 1957, 15-4 in 1971 and 15-3 in 1972. A Linsly scholanahip is named in his honor. 

Art Hehr 

Art Hehr 
Art Hehr (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1959). He graduated as the winningest career wrestler in the OYAC, 

with two straight unbeaten seasons capped by Ohio titles in 1958 and 1959 after placing third in the state meet as a 
sophomore. He was captain of the 1959 Ohio state championship team - the first for an OYAC rnember,coached 
by OYAC Hall ofFwnerGeorge Kovalick. He won his last two titles at 127 pounds after competing at 120 pounds 
as a sophomore. He also won three consecutive OVAC titles on conference championship teams. 

He also competed in football and was a memberof the Bulldogs' fust-everunbeaten season in 1958 and the first 
Bridgeport team to defeat rival Martins Ferry in 1956. 

After serving in the U. S. Army from 1959-62, he enrolled at West Liberty State where he was a member of the 
West Virginia Conference title teams in 1962 and 1963, also coached by Kovalick. He was injured and couldo't 
compete for part of his college career. 

After graduation, he coached wrestling at Wheeling College and started the wrestling program at old Skyvue 
High School. He also coached Mnrtins Ferry High to an OYAC title in 1968 as well as sectional and district 
crowos. He served llS a wrestling official from 1970-86 and as athletic director at Skyvue for 28 years and 
Monroe Central two years plus three years as track coach at Slcyvue. 

Hehr was inducted into the Bridgeport High School Sports Hall of Fame in 2011 and WllS the recipient of the 
OYAC Wrestling Coaches "Mr. Mat" award in 2012. 

He resides in Woodsfield . 

. Toe Maroon 
Joe Maroon (St. John Central High School, Class of 1958). A four-year Irish letterman in football, basketball 

and bllSeball, he became the fust St. John's gridder to earn first team All-Ohio football honors (as a defensive 
safety) and also was an All-Ohio bllSeball selection. A two-time AJI-OYAC and All-Valley football honoree, he 
was co-captain of the 1957 All-DY 'Big School' honor roll as a 5-foot-6, 150-pound two-way back. After earning 
second tear□ All-OYAC honors as a sophomore, he helped the Irish record the school's first-ever perfect football 
season of 9--0 with an OYAC title as a junior under Coach Hen Healy in 1956. Then he posted major statistics in 
only seven games (6-1 record) in a senior season shortened by influenza. 

As a senior, Maroon led the Irish in scoring and rushing in the seven-game season. He led Eastern Ohio with 
107 points on 17 touchdowns and five conversion runs and also completed 16 of 35 passes for eight scores. He 
had eight TD runs between 50-80 yards; returned four kicks for TDs with a long of 78 yards; and had four-TD 
games against Wheeling Central, Mingo and BamesvilJe. On defense, he intercepted five passes and also punted. 

A three-sport Irish team co-captain, he also was selected captain of the winning Ohio team in the annunl Ohio-W. 
Ya. All-Star garoe. He also was awarded the Coca-Cola Scholar-Athlete Award by the OYAC. 

Maroon attended Indiana University on n football scholarship and earned Academic All-America honors. He was 
•-starting halfback in 1960 and averaged 53 yards a carry. Joe Maroon 

After receiving a medical degree from Indiana, he tmined at Georgetown University and at Oxford University 
in England. Currently Vice-Chairman and Professor of Neurosurgery at the University of Pittsburgh, he is also the Team Neurosurgeon for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. He also participates in numerous marathon races and triathlons. He was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year 
in 1987. 

Maroon resides in the Pittsburgh area. 
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OVAC®Hall of Fame 
Saturday, August 18, 2012 

Welcome ........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

lnvocation .................................... Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville 

Dinner ........................................................................................................................... . 

Introductions .................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary 

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio 

Legends of the OVAC .................................... Tony Carna, Jim George, Carter Howell 
Dave Jones, Kenny Mikes 

Distinguished Service Award .................................................... Carpenter's Local #3 

2012 Hall of Fame Inductions 

OVAC 'Family' 
Tom "Bear" Bechtel. ........................................................................................................ . 

OVAC 'Contributor' 
Burdell "Jimmy" Carey ............................................................ accepted by Phillip Carey 

Media 
Charles "Red" Donley .......................................................... accepted by Shawn Donley 

Coaches 
Gene Ammirante ............................................................................................................ 

Gary Sprague ................................................................................................................. . 

Officials 
Bill Tonini ...................................................................................................................... .. 
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Induction Ceremony 
WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va. 

l\thletes 
::udie Joseph .......... accepted by Aimee Joseph Maher and Stephanie Joseph Wilson 

\rt Hehr ................................................................... 0 ..................................................... . 

Joe Maroon ............................................................................ accepted by Joey Maroon 

)anny Abramowicz .................................................................. accepted by Dave Lalich 

)ick Kerwood ...................................................................... accepted by Mark Kerwood 

)oug Swearingen .......................................................................................................... .. 

!\lex Welker ................................................................................................................... . 

::hris Starr ..................................................................................................................... . 

Shawn Vincent ............................................................................................................... . 

!\mber Ellison ................................................................................................................. . 

Denver Williams .................................................................. accepted by Larry Williams 

Kenny Howell ................................................................................................................. . 

Benediction .................................................. Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ 

Hall of Fame inductees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion 
of tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and immediately following tonight's induction at a cost of $10 each. 
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Dan Abramowicz 
DanAbranwwlc,: (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 1963). This glue-fingered wide receiver 

had to make believers out of countless doubters every step of his brilliant football career. 
The Crusaders' three-sport standout was deemed too slow and too small to make it in big-time coilege football. 

After he shredded that fallacy. Abramowicz did so even more emphatically on the professional level. 
After a sparkling career at Steubenvi11e Central where he was honored as an all-OVAC and all-Ohio wide receiver, 

the college recruiters were nowhere to be found, turned off by his pedestriun-like 4.8 40-meter clocking. His lone 
college scholorship offer came from Xavier University in Cincinnati. 

Abrarnowicz made the most of that opportunity, and went on to enjoy a record-setting stay with the Musketeers. 
Abramowicz established a host of Xavier receiving records during a brilliunt four-year career, including 120 

catches for 1,685 yards and 14 touchdowns. 
HiB prodigious numbers resulted in him being tabbed by the New Orleans Saints in the 17th and final round of 

the 1967 NFL Draft. That 17th round pick turned out to be a gem for the Saints. 
Abramowicz carved out a pro career that many first-rounders would relish. 
He was instant impact in '"The Big Easy, ... landing 50 passes for 721 yards and six touchdowns as he wns one of 

the top contenders for NFL Rookie of the Year honors. 
Two seasons Inter, Abramowicz led the league with 73 receptions. His biggest NFL achievement, however, was 

setting a league record for catching a pass in 104 consecutive games, which has since been broken. 

Dan Abramowicz 

The Saints dealt Abramowicz to the San Francisco 49ers after the second game of the 1973 season for draft choices. After an ruljustment period, 
he became a 49ers' starter the last 11 games, catching 35 passes for 442 yards and a TD. 

He retired after the 1974 season, a campaign in which he grabbed 25 passes for San Francisco. 
Abrarnowicz put up some lofty numbers during his eight-year NFL career. He caught 369 passes for 5,686 yan:ls and 39 TDs in 111 games. 

Dick Kerwood 
Richard (Dick) Kerwood (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1968). Some would have viewed it as a handi

cap; Kerwood used it as motivation. 
The Bishop Donahue star was born June 9, 1950 with just one arm. It never hindered him in life or athletics. 
During his youth, he played basketball nnd baseball, excelling in both. He wns also a pioneer in weightlifting. 

He bought a cast iron set of weights while in grade school and used it passionately. The visionary strength training 
paid handsome dividends. 

As a freshmnn at Bishop Donal!ue, Kerwood played football, basketball nnd baseball for Coach Tom O'Connell, 
lettering in all three sports. 

During the next three years at the McMechen-based school, he opted to concentrate on just football nnd basketball. 
It proved a prudent decision. 

The powerful 6 ft. 2, 190-pounder started on the gridiron his final three seasons as a center, middle linebacker 
and kicker. 

During that time, he was accorded all-Valley, all-OVAC and all-State honors, named captain of the first two all
star squa.ds. 

Dick Kerwood Kerwood distjnguished himself so much as a senior gridder that he earned honorable mention All-American plau-
dits. He was uJso invited to play in the OYAC All-Star Football Game. 

His basketball career with the Bishops also took on all-stnr status. Kerwood was the team's center and gained all
OVAC and all-Valley honors. He was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the West Vrrginia State Basketball Tournllment as n senior. 

Kerwood's sparkling prep play afforded him several college scholarship offers in both football nnd basketball. He opted to play football at Salem 
College, earning extensive playing time as a freshmnn. 

As fate would have it, Kerwood was tragically killed in an automobile accident shortly after his frosh grid season at Salem. 

Doug Swearingen 
Doug Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). He was best known for his pitching prowess, hut 

Swearingen was a multi-sport standout for the Purple Riders. 
In addition to the diwnond, Swenringen sparkled on the gridiron as well ns the hardwood for Ferry. With that said, 

Swearingen remains one of the finest hurlers in Ohio VaUey prep annals. 
The crafty southpaw wns a four-year baseball letterman for the Pwple Riders. When not on the hill, Swearingen 

was a hard-hitting outfielder. 
He was ll two-time all-Valley honoree and was a first-team all-Ohio selection as a senior. There was no all-OVAC 

team back then. 
Swearingen went 6-2 a senior, compiling a miniscule 0.74 ER.A. He fanned 130 batters in 62 innings. He was equally 

as potent at the plate, batting a robust .412 with eight doubles, three triples, one horner and 24 RBI. He lost the ultimate 
heartbrerucer that spring, dropping a 1--0, JO-inning district final affair to Cadiz. He struck out 20 in a route-going effort. 

Such nn outstanding prep career had college baseball coaches coveting the 6 ft. 2, 195-pound southpaw. He chose 
1be Ohio State University, a decision he would not regret Swearingen was a four-year lettermen for the Buckeyes. 
He compiled a sparkling 23-13 career mark with a 3.80 ERA. Swearingen was a superb 9-1 as a junior, losing only Doug Swearingen 
to Oklal!oma in the NCAA Regional. He was second-team all-Big Ten that seascn. Swearingen finished his Scarlet & 
Gray caree,- tied for 14th place for career mound wins, ninth in innings pitched (278) and 13th in strikeouts (224). He wns the team's co-captain as a senior. 

He was drafted by the Seattle Mariners in the 23rd round. He pitched for four ye.ars in the minors, going 30-22 with a 336 ER.A. 
Swearingen was also a member of the 1982 US. Nationnl Team which participated in South Korea. He posted a 3-1 record with a 2.25 ERA as the 

U.S. claimed the bronze medal. 
A two-year letterman in football nnd basketball, he was a first-team all-OYAC defensive back as a senior and was chosen to play in the OYAC All-Star 

Football Game, but he opted to bypass the game due to his Ohio State baseball scholarship. 
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Alex Welker 
Alex Welker (The Linsly School, Class of 1977). He is the Michru:l Phelps of Ohio Valley swimmers. 
Welker splashed his way to a career like none other in OVAC swimming annals. Simply put. Welker was unbeat

able. 
The Linsly star never lost a race in high school. including relays-. so it is only fitting that be is the first swimmer 

to he inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fwne. 
He entered Linsly as a sophomore and quickly estnblished himself as an aquatic star. An exclamation point to his 

unblemished record was that he held an OVAC record in every event he competed in. He competed without ever 
shaving his body or tapering, methods use to lower resistance, yielding faster times. 

Welker still holds school and OVAC records dating back to 1976. He earned the distinction of being named All
American as both a junior and senior. 

His unparalleled swimming career proved a springboard to a scholarship from The Ohio Stnte University, and 
Welker found more pool success in Columbus. 

He was voted the Buckeyes' Freshman Swimmer of the Year, helping the Scarlet & Gray to a runner-up finish in 
the Big Ten. He was a two-time NCAA qualifier while establishing five Ohio State records. Alex Welker 

Welker, unfortunately, suffered a mnjor shoulder injury during his sophomore season, and many thought his swim-
ming career was over. He proved the naysayers wrong as he eHmed "Comeback of the Year Award" while also 
setting a new Ohio State record in the 200-meter freestyle as a senior. 

He also set numerous records during his earlier years in AAU competition. 
He also owned a piece of a world record. In 1975, he was a member of a JO-swimmer team that established a world mark in the 50-mile relay in 

Mourit .Vernon, Ohio, with Welker posting the fastest split. 

Chris Starr 
Chris Starr ( Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1986). You name the sport and this fonner Warrior shined en 

route to earning 12 VllI'Sity letters and eventually a scbolllTShip to Michigan. 
While football and basketball were ptiorities for Starr, baseball was where he mode his greatest impact. 
Starr was a standout on the hill for the Warriors and earned first-team all-Ohio Class A, first-team nil-Eastern 

District and first-team all-OVAC. He also played in the Ohio North-South AU-Star Series. 
During the summer months, Starr was a key contributor for the Maynard Post 666 American Legion squad which 

won two state titles and played in the American Legion World Series in 1986. 
Starr earned a full baseball scholarship to play for the Wolverines in baseball. He played two seasons in Ann 

Arbor, winning a Big JO championship in 1987. However, due to injury, Starr eventually transferred to Muskingum 
College where he pitched for two years, earning all-Ohio Athletic Conference honors. He had 125 strikeouts in his 
two seasons with an ERA of 2.81 and was owned a pre-season all-American, but tore his ACL in the first gwne 
of the season. 

Continuing to overcome ndversity, Starr was drafted in the 16th round of the Major League Baseball Draft by ~e 
Texas Rangers in 1991. He played three seasons of professional baseball. 

Chris Starr On the football field, Starr etched his name into Buckeye Trail history as the school's all-time leader in passing and 
rushing yards. He was an honorable mention all-Ohio pick, first-team all-OVAC and first-team all-Eastern District. 

He was chosen to play in the OVAC AU-Star Football Game, but turned it down due to Legion baseball. 
During basketball season, Starr also owned all-state accolades. He was named to the third-team as well as lin;t-team all-OVAC and all-District 

12 squads. All told, he scored 770 points, averaging 12 points a game. He grabbed 367 rebounds, passed out 154 assists and shot 45 percent from 
the field. 

He is currently a teacher and coach in the East Guernsey School District. 

Shawn Vincent 
Shawn Vincent (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1987). Football was the nwne of the game for this Red 

Devils' icon. 
You name the way to be involved in a football game and Vincent was the leader of a team that advanced to the 

OHSAA Division III state semifinals before falling to Chagrin Falls Kenston, 22-21. 
Vincent triggered the Red Devils' attack at the quarterback spot, setting an Ohio Valley record for rashing yards 

from the position at 1,360 yards in 13 gwnes. He also scored 150 points for a Red Devil squad which won the 
OVAC Class 3-A title. During the regular season, Vincent averaged JO.I yards a carry and scored 20 touchdowns. 

Vincent passed for 441 yards and four touchdowns during his senior campaign. All told, he scored 24 touch
dowru. He was also a weapon as a punt and kick returner, accumulating 638 yards and three scores. On the defen
sive side of the ball, Vincent roamed in the secondary and had seven interceptions. 

For his season, Vmcent was an all-OVAC, all-Ohio and all-Valley selection. 
Upon his graduation, he accepted a scholarship to play defensive back at the University of Akron. He started for 

the Zips for three seasons and in 1988 shared the top sophomore award. He still holds the school record with 265 
interception return yards and his 13 career interceptions rank second in the Akron record book. Shawn Vincent 

Vmcent then signed a free-agent contmct with the Pittsburgh Steelera, playing JO games in 1991 and recording 
two interceptiom. 

Aside from his football prowess, Vincent lettered in basketball and tmck and field for the Red Devils. He was the tmck most valuable athlete and 
still holds the school long-jump record. 
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Amber Ellison 
Amber Ellison (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) . The Lady Colts' basketball program is one of the 

most storied in the Ohio Valley and Ellison is a major reason why. 
Ellison was a four-.year letterwinner for the Lady Colts, twice earning first-team all-Ohio accolades en route to her 

honors and eventual basketball scholarship to Wheeling Jesuit University, 
She's currently Meadowbrook's second all-time girls' leader in points (1,363) and rebounds (850) and the all

time leader in steals (506) and assists (472). Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single-game record for44 points, 
which she netted as a seriior against John Marshall. 

During that senior season, Ellison averaged 24.1 points and 14.6 rebounds per game en mute to every first-team 
award imaginable. She was first-team all-Ohio in Division II, Eastern District Player of the Year, All-District 12; 
Player of the year in the East Central Ohio League and fmHeam all-OVAC. She was also chosen for the Ohio 
North-South and OVAC All-Star games. 

As a junior, Ellison poured in 19 points, grabbed JO rebounds, passed out 5.7 assists and snared 55 steals per 
game en route to first-team all-everything. She was also named honorable mention all-USA Today. 

If basketball wasn't enough, Ellison is also one of the finest softball pJayers to ever wear a Lady Colts' uniform. Amber Ellison 
She batted better than .400 every year of her career. Ellison was a three-time all-Ohio softball selection and four-
time all-district pick. She was player of the year, as a sophomore, in the ECOL after batting .506 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBI. 

At Wheeling Jesuit, Ellison scored 1;273 career points, grabbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389 assists and made 218 steals, and for good measure, 
she blocked 42 shots. As a four-year letterwinner, she was a two-year captain for the Lady Cardinals and was twice named to the all-WVIAC squad. 

After her playing career at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching position at Shenandoah where she served as an assistant for a season before ascend
ing to the head coaching job. She was with the Lady Zeps for three seasons, posting a 54-17 record while reaching three district tournaments. She 
also had brief coaching stints at Franklin Heights and Olenrangy Orange. 

Denver Williams 
Denver Williams (Cadiz High School, Class of 1996). When it comes to speed, there have been very few, if any, 

faster than Willinms. 
Regardless if it was on the track or on the football field, Williwns was consistently running away from the oppo

sition. 
Williams was a four-year regular in both track and football for the Cardinals. OO~·tne~oval, Williwns wrote his 

name into Ohio Valley history in both the 100-meter and 200-meter dashes. 
He wasted little time in making a name for himself. He won the Division III state 200-meter dash title as a fresh

man in 1993. He proceeded to win three more, making him one of just five athletes in state history to win the same 
event four straight years. 

Williams didn't stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division ill 100-meter crown to his resume in both his 
junior and senior seasons. Williams ran his personal-best times of 1055 und 21.50 to win the gold medals as a 
senior, and both still stand as all-time OHSAA and Ohio Valley records. 

On the football field, Williams also sparkled, earning first-team all-Ohio and all-Eastern District twice. He owns 
the Cadiz school record for career rushing yards with 4,479. 

Denver Williams After his prep career, Williurns accepted u football scholarship to the University of Kentucky where he also ran 
track. He red-shirted 115 a freshman and then transferred to Youngstown State where he helped the Penguins win 

the NCAA Division I-AA National Championship. All told, he lettered four years at YSU in football and three in track. 
For the Penguins' track team, WiUiams was the 200-meter runner-up in the Mid-Continent Conference and was apart of school records in the 

indoor 4x400 and sprint medley. 
Williams has now entered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohio Northern and Heidelberg. Currently, he's working as a football 

coach and track coach at Trinity College in Hartford, Conn. 

Kennv Howell • 
Kenny Howell (St. John Central High School, Class of 2000). It didn't matter the season or the sport for this 

former Irish standout. 
However, it was in track and field where HowelI made his greatest impact despite only participating in the sport 

for three years because he played baseball as a freshman. 
After being encouraged to give track and field a try, Howell became the area's most decorated male thrower, 

shining in the discus and shot put. 
Howell was a three-time aH~Ohioan in the discus. He placed third in the state his,first season in the circle and 

then captured the coveted Division III state championship in 1999. As a senior, Howell was undefeated until the 
state meet when he settled for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feet. That mark still stands as the best 
in Ohio VaJJey history. Along with his efforts in the state competition, Howell was a three-time OVAC Champion 
in the platter event. 

Howell placed fifth in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a two-time OVAC champion in the 
iron-ball event. 
t Howell also ran on high quality sprint relay teams for the Irish. 
On the football field, Howell etched his name into St. John Central history book as a three-year starter for Kenny Howell 

squads which combined for a 25-6 record and qualified for the playoffs in 1999 after a 9-1 season. 
Howell was the primary running back for the Irish, amassing I ,500 yards as a junior en route to second-team all-Ohio status, He was first-team 

all-stater as a senior when he ran for better than 1,300 yards and was twice named to the OVAC's first team. 
Howell was also a three-year starter for the. lrish basketball program. 
After high school. Howell accepted a track scholarship to West Virginia University, but eventually transferred to The Ohio State University where 

he completed his career and degree. He now resides in Columbus and works in the construction business. 

44 



Tony 
Carna 

LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2012 

Jim 
George 

Carter 
Howell 

Dave 
Jones 

Kenny 
Mikes 

Legends of 0VAC member schools horwrs those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley 
prior to. the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after t/u,t /fate but before 
• • • their school became a member of the conference: • 

Tony Carna (Cnldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of only four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the stru 
of the most successful terun program in state history. He captured individual Onss A titles from 1984-86 nnd had a winning senior time of 15:44.2. To, 
Redskins started a record run of eight straight stnte team titles, with Cama the main cog in the first two crowns of 19B5 and 1986. The 1986 team wen 
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Cama as an All-American selection. 

He wns a nine-time All-Ohioan in cross country nnd track. claiming two Ohio state crowns -the 1,600-meters ns a junior and 3,200-meters as . 
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:18 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th, 
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985. 

Cama earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight VW'Sity letters in track nnd cross country and was an All-Big Ten nn• 
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st i1 
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Jim Geo,xe (Smithfield High School, □ass of 1950). A three-sport Spartnn, he was a 190-pound fullback-tnckle-end who was selected to th, 
first All-Ohio Associated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio □ass B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal 
standout The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-~ame win streak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-4S 
including unbeaten seasons in 1947-48. As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playinJ 
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winniug Ohio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Vrrginin All-Star Game. 

In basketball, he led the Spartans to a 22-3 record -second best in school history - and the Jefferson County title. 
He accepted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and regular for the Orangemen. He became the onl· 

Smithfield product drafted by the National Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. lie opted to join the Air Force. • 

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in 
school history, including an unbeaten regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955. A four-year starter, he scored 905 points- second most 
in area history at the time - as a senior for a then Ohio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm after sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He 
scored 74 pomts against New Athens -second best in Ohio Valley history at the time - and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout 
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 fnee throws. 

A two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection, he also was houored oo the 1955 five-player first team All-Ohio Class B selections by the three major wire services. 
Toe four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then a Belmont County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his Inst two 

seasons. 
Howell, who also played on the Orioles' six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Vrrginia State before joining the armed services. 

He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990. 

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, □ass of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scorin~ his last two seasons with 
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Hamson County record 1,8B5 career points. He had a game high 50 pomts twice and averaged 12 
rebounds a game as n senior. 

A two-time first team All-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first terun All-Ohio as a senior llild second team as a/'unior. His 
basketball jersey was retired by the school and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post- 950 Team 
by The Intelligencer newspaper. 

A three-sport, I I-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the "Small Schools" with 51 receptions for 766 yards. 
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high jumper. 

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was n full-time sturter ns a senior nnd part-time regular as a junior. 

He resides in Manhattan Beuch, Calif. 

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, □ass of 1954). The oniy Ti~er to earn oll-stnte recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the 
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first stnte title (□ass B) m school history. Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Stra/ler, be 
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley Small 
Schoor team. He also started for West Vrrginia's winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He wns accorded National 
All-American High School Team honors. 

In basketball, he Jed the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school's best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He 
had a game high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the stnte Player of the Year at the Tri-Stnte Independent Basketball Tournament 
in SistersvilJe. 

In basebal~ he was a pitcher-shortstop and helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship. 
Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled ot Punlue and was ll three-year lettennan and two-year regular as a two-way bock and 

~ter. He led The Big Ten in punting as n senior and wns fourth in the nation with a 41.2-yard average. He was featured in Sports Illustrated for a major role 
m Purdue's upset of No. 1 ranked Michigan Stnte, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled ''The Greatest Moments in Purdue Foothall History." 

Mikes played on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game. 
He declined offers to try out for NFL teams nod served in the anned forces. He resides in Parkersburg. 
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of 

DR. NICK TROMBETTA 

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District 

Executive Administrator of 
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School 

Midland, PA. 

"As a former OVAC coach, I am aware of the unique role 
that this conference plays in the lives of the member 

school's student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on 
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated 
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization 

of which I am aware. 

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize 
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to 

inspire and motivate today's athletes. 

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small 
part in your continuing success." 
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Flowers courtesy of 

Bob & 
Robin's 

Friendly florist providing a personal touch 

proudly supports 
East Liverpool "Potters" 

and 
congratulates tonight's 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
inductees 

Tel: 330-385-ROSE 
510 Walnut Street 
East Llverpool,OH 
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR 
OVAC HALL OF FAME 

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals 
Wins/titles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport. 

Baseball: 250 wins 
Basketball: 250 wins 
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles 
Cross Country: 5 OVAC titles 
Football: 125 winss 
Golf: 5 OVAC titles 
Soccer: 125 wins 
Softball: 250 wins 
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles 
Tennis: 5 OVAC titles 
Track: 5 OVAC titles 
Volleyball: 250 wins 
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles 

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS: 
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased 
25 years of service 

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA: 
Can be inducted anytime 
25 years of service 
Contributions to the OVAC 

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY: 
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc. 
Open-ended 

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS: 

6. 

Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been 
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories 
Open-ended 

MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES: 
Must be out of school 10 years 
Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and 
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete's resume 
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships 
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
FOOTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
SOCCER: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SOFTBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
SWIMMING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships 
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team AII-OVAC and/or All-State honors 
WRESTLING: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships t !ll"' 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Gallery of Previous Inductees 

Ken Alessi (Class of 2004) 
Tim Anderson (Class of 2009) 
Sam Andy (Class of 2007) 
Wendy Baker (Class of 2006) 
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011) 
Franl< Baxter (Class of 2010) 
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007) 
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010) 
Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Class of 2006) 
Rick Boron (Class or 2011) 
David Bosley (Class of 2009) 
Less Browne (Class of 2010l 
Fred Bruney (Class of 2010 
Ed Burgy (Class of 2006) 
Bob Burton (Class of 2005) 
Gene Cattane (Class of 2007) 
Mark Cisar ( Class of 2008) 
Willie Cla_y (Class of 2011) 
Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011) 
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009) 
John Crmg (Class of 2008) 
Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008) 
Harold 'Doc' Daugherty (Class of 2009) 
Bill Davies (Class of 2010) 
Dee Davis (Class of 2005) 
Jose Davis (Class of 2007) 
Mike Dawson (Class of 2009) 
C.R. (Dick) Det (Class of 2011) 
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010) 
Randy Donahue (Class of 2011) 
Doug Donley (Class of 2004) 
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004) 
Conme Doutt ( Class of 2008) 
Larry Duck (Class of 2010) 
Richard 'Dick' Edge (Class of 2009) 
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007) 
John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Class of 2005) 
Don Flemin~(Class of 2007) 
Gene Ford lass of 2009i 
Geno Ford Class of 2004 
Joe Fortunato (Class of 2 07) 
Jim Foti (Class of 2004) 
Bob Gain ( Class of 2006) 
Joey Galloway ( Class of 2005) 
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004) 
Matt Gaudio ( Class of 2005) 
Cal Giffin (Class of 2006) 
Chester Grossi (Class of 2005) 
Alex Groza (Class of 2005) 
Richard 'Lefg' Hall (Class of 2006) 
John 'Streaky Haloszka (Class of 2010) 
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010) 
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009) 
Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004) 
T.J. HanniJl (Class of 2011) 
John Havltcek (Class of 2004) 
Bob Redmond (Class of 2008) 
Walter Heil (Class of 2005) 
Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007) 
Allan Hornrak (Class of 2004) 
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005) 
Doug Huff (Class of 2005) 
Bob Hummell ( Class of 2006) 
Jennifer HY.land-Brown (Class of 2007) 
Bob Jeter (Class of 2011) 
Bill Jobko (Class of 2009) 
Henry Josefczyk (Class of 2010) 
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007) 
Tom Keane (Class of 2008) 
Charlie Keenan ( Class of 2009) 
Bob Kettlewell ( Class of 2008). 
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John Kirker (Class of 2011) 
George Kovalick ( Class of 2004) 
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008) 
Bob Kelley ( Class of 2007) 
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008) 
Earl Klevins ( Class of 2007) 
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz (Class of 2009) 
John Leon (Class of 2007) 
Edgar Martin (Class of 2011) 
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006) 
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004) 
Bo McConnaughy (Class of 2007) 
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011) 
Lance Mehl (Class of 2005) 
Craig Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dick Miller ( Class of 2005) 
Pat Miller (Class of 2011) 
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009) 
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009) 
Nick Mnmley (Class of 2008) 
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005) 
Samuel A. Mumley ( Class of 2004) 
A. Wilson Murrary ( Class of 2004) 
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006) 
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010) 
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006) 
Bill Paolisso (Class of 200~ 
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006 
Stephanie Petho (Class of 004) 
Jay Peterson (Class of 2008) 
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008) 
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011) 
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004) 
Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Class of 2004) 
Warren Pugh (Class of 2006) 
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004) 
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007) 
John Reger (Class of 2007l 
Evan Reese (Class of 2004 
Bob Rieves (Class of 2008) 
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010) 
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011) 
Mike Sherwood ( Class of 2005) 
Bruce Smith (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006) 
Terry Snively (Class of 2005) 
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009) 
Tim Spencer ( Class of 2004) 
John St"Phenson (Class of 2010) 
Jimmy Stewart ~Class of 2008) 
George Strager Class of 2005) 
Don Sutherin (C ass of 2010) 
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006) 
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010) 
Brian Swisher (Class of 2005) 
Bill Thomas ( Class of 2008) 
Mark Thom(]son (Class of 2009) 
Richard (Dick) Thornes (Class of 2011) 
Agnes Timmons (Class of 2005) 
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004) 
Sharon Vincent (Class of 2011) 
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005) 
Charles 'Chuck' Watt (Class of 2010) 
Billy West (Class of 2006) 
Ron 'Fritz' Williams(Class of 2004) 
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006) 

8uinc_y Wilson (Class of 2011) 
tis Winston (Class of 2009~ 

Mike Wri ht (Class of 2010 
Tom Yakn'i:owski (Class of 008) 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 

Class 
of 

2004 
OVAC Hall of Fame 

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

George Kovalick (OVAC 'FamHy'J 

George E. KoVlllick {Bridgeport High Schoo!), recognized as the ~rather'" of high 
school wrestling in the Ohio Valley. Kovalickpreviously has been honored with mem
bership in numerous halls of fame, including those ut Kt:nt State Uoiversity; the Ohio 
Valley football Coaches Association; Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Clllb; Wes! Liberty 
State College; Ohio Athletic Directorll lllld the Ohio Wrestlillg Hall of Fame. 

Kovalkk was selected as the first recipient ( 1976) ()f the prestigious OVAC Wreslling 
Committees prestigious "Mr, Mat Award," ill! honor given annually to an individual for 
outstanding contributions to the S]?Ort of wrestling. 

Kovalick directed championship tea.ins in football, baseball Ulld wrestling at both the 
intercollegiate ill!d interscholastic levels during an enormously-successful 28-year 
cw.u:hing career. 

Among the athletes be tutored in high school or college were all-time Ohio Valley greats John Havlicek, 
Phil and Joe Niekro. and Bobby Douiilas. In baseball, Kovalick coached the Hilltoppers to the 1964 NAIA 
baseball championship. the only nauonal title ever captured by the school. He also had West Virginia 
lllterco!lcgiate Athletic Conference championship teams at West Libert! in football, wrestling and baseball. 

Kovulick not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wresting Toumament, but bis Bridgeport 
grnpp!ers won the first seven conference championships. In 1959, Kovalick's Bulldogs made history by 
becoming tlJC firs! school outside the Cleveland area since 1942 to win an Ohio state wrestling title since1942 
to win an Ohio state wrestling title since. He coached si;"I im.!lvidua! state champions. 

Kova!ick:is other OVAC coaching stops were nt Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1973 
Weir High football team wa~ a state runner-up, !□sing to East Bank in the Class AAA state final. He retired 
fmm coaching in 1978 but then served as athletic din.-ctor at Bellaire until the time of bis death ill 1984. 

He was OVAC Baseball Director for many yearn and also directed the confon::ol'e's mat championship 
event 

Along wHh his grcut coaching knowledge, Kovallck was alsn recognized as a marvelous competitor, 
meticnlous organlu:r and a man with an enonnoll.'l capacity for work. 

Cal Pokas (Media) 

cuft:ft:yt:s J~;1:::is:}¾fN i~~~:C25
a:d

0t~F~~ tl:i:e~r:7~ ;;~~a~mt!:s!~!:~~ 

per ~=:,i~~s i:l\~!\fJoo, was employed for40 ears at The TTmeJ Leader, including 
29 memomble yeara for Ohio Valley sports fam: as ~e sports editor. He also was assistant 
sports editor, a courthouse and politic:il reporter and Martins f,crry City Editor. Even after 
hrn retiremcut,Cal <xmtlnned to contribute to his newspaper's sports pages with his week
ly "Eye 0.11 the Bucks" column about Ohio State footli"al!. Pokis also personally saw to it 
that I!lllllfli of the so.o.lled minor sports such a5 cross-country, track and vol!eyhall, 

recci~t!s ;~s=I~~::~~ /~ t Q'JAft~ucllont his career ill!d he devoted much 
of his spare time to serving 0.11 committees for the Rudy Mumley Charity Football AU-Star Classic along with 
compi!mg standings for the football und basketball championship r.u:es. He also served on a media relations com
mittee for the hi-stat.e league. 

Pokas had a tenn as president of tlJC Ohio Prep Sports Writerll Association, and was commissioner of the Ohio 
Valley Baseball League for 23 yeara. His interests m the community went ~ond the world of s~rts as Pokas 

~~u!:ro~ !;'JillJZt = ~o~:: it~;0
fc~tivlJ~e~~~C~1~~~:fun f~12~e~ ~~1W~i~t:.
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Pnkas' honors were numerous. In 1960 he was presented a Community Service Award by United Press 
International. The Ohio Prep Sports Writm Association na.ined him Sports Wntcrofthe Year in 1976 and he was 

gii~rJ!t~f!:rfoSJ::bb~~ rgi~~ vZt~tJ;11tA?~~'!:;d~!1M11d ~ Ei'R;~cx~~irra~~:C,1~ii 
of Fame. He also received service awards from the Ohio Valley Golf Coaches fsodation, the OVAC; Ohio 
Valley Football Coaches Association; Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame; and he was honored to be presented the fITTt 
SportSma.11ship Ethics and Integrity Award for the Eastern District from the OHSAA. Pnkas was a "Mr. Mat" 
award honoree at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, alo1111 with being selected for Bellaire High Schoors Wal! 
of Fame. He was named as the lfononuy Referee for the Wheeling Pad:: Track Classic because of contributions 
to Ohio VM!ey youth. 

Jim Foti (Coacl,esj 

Jim Foti was a basketball coach for 3g years and a head football mentor for 20 
St:llSOnS. He already has been inducted into the City of Wheeling, West Virginia Sports 
Writers Association, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and John Carroll 
University's Halls of Fwne. 

Foti, a natlve of Jamestown, N.Y., came to the area in 1942 after having coached ut 
Ede (Pa.) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwood, Wheeling Central Catholic and 
Bel!mre. Overall, Foti posted 466 varsiry basketball victories, a!! but 26 coming at 
OVAC schools. He coached Warwood High to seven West Virgioia regional champi
onships and his 1967 Viking squad won the state title. In 1976 .. his final year as a bead 
coach a.iid the last season before the Ohio County coosolidati1m, fotl's Vikings 
adv!IIICTd to the state tournament semifinals before bein_ll eliminated. The 1975 team played ill the state 
championship game. He had five W.Va. Catholic title-wuming teams at Wheeling Central a.iid guided his 
squads to OVAC championships in throe divisious. 

In 1943, foti had a 24-3 record team at Centr,tJ, which lost hy a point while playing in the Eastern Catholic 
championships heW at Newport, R.I. 

f·od's football coaching career produced another 124 victories, including a 90-106-3 record at Wru:wood, 
where the Class AA school was 6Uddled with flaying one of the m();St competitive schedules in the area. His 
1943 Wheeling Ccntr.il football team went 9- and gained a Steel Bowl berth, where it lost a 20-19 thriller to 
Rtx:bei!Cr, Pa .• at Steubenville. 
aJ~:.lso coached semi-pmfes:.ional basketball for two yearn as he directed the Wbeeliug Puritans in 1947 

Foti coached several oomanding athletes during hb distinguished cw=. Among the Central standouts 
were Jame.s "Dubie" Dailer and Billy Gompers. both of whom wem au to play at Noire Dame; Jack 
Mc:Convi!le,Alabama.: Pete Schuetz. Duquesne.and Paul Schueu, Northwi::stem. At Wanvood he had a role 
ill the development of Cliuck How!ev, former WVU and Dallas Cowboys' great; Bob Dunlevy {WVU), imd 
basketball standouts Bob Ayers (\'Ml, Bill Kennedy {Arizona State) and Greg O:lurch {A,myJ. 
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Samuel A. Mumley (OVAC 'Family') 

Samuel ,t, Mumlty (Benwood Union High School) served two tenns - covering a 
total of 32 yean1 - as executive secretary of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. 
During the second tenn which lasted until his death in 1999, Mumlcy helped resu=t 
the bi-state league from the brinkofbankrupk:y to ltscurrent starnling as one of the great 
high school conferences in the entire country. 

Some of the many highll!¥1ts from his stewardship included: Helping to establish the 
OVAC Foundation as a maJor fund-r,dsing rum for the conforcnl'l!; Set:uring NCAA 
certification for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic; Attr.!Cling 
major financial sponson to support a!l of the OVAC progratllll, including the Banquet of 
ChampirnL'I, an awanb dinner that honorll more than JJ)OO athletes each spring nnd 
provides more than $20,000 annually in scho!llr6hips; Establishing the a!l-star basketball game which was later 
renamed as the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC AIJ.Stu-- Bru;kctball Classic. 

Mumley"s response to a call of duty went beyond the OVAC as he was one of lhe founders of the Wheeling 
Super Six. Committee, which has hosted the West Virginia state championship footba!l games lit Wheeling 
Island Stadium sioce 1994. He also helped secure the West Virginia state soccer championshirs for the city. 
Five years after his <lcnth, the fruition of another one of his dreams occmred when an artificin grass playing 
swface wus installed at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Although awanfa were never important to Mumlcy, he was the redpieot of numerous honor11. The major 
awards presented to him included: TI1e National Fcili:rution of Officials Outstanding Servke Award; Dapper 
Dan Man of the year; OVAC Man of the Ye;ir, and Outstanding West Virginian. 

He was a baskcl.ball official for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletic tr.liner and athletic director lit sever.ii 
area schools, including Cameron, The Uns!y School and St. Clain;ville. He was also a tmirn:r at his college 
a!ma mater, the University of Maryland, along with the Washington Redskins and Philadelphia Eagle!. 
Mumlcy served on the state of Ohio Boan.I of Equity, was a member of the St. Clairsville Board of EdllClltion 
and a special liaison for the Mental Retanl.ation Board and School of Hope, 

Bill Van Home (Media) 

Bill Va11 Home (Martins f-crry High School), was the dean of Ohio Valley sports
writers during a legendmy newspaper career that spillloed 53 yearn. 

Van Hnnie was sports editor of The 11mes Lei.Ider for 25 years and the Wheeli11g 
News-Regis/a for 28 years, during which time he was recognized by his peers as the 
most infonnational and influential writer in Ohio Valley history. 

His work with the OVAC over the years was especially instrumental in the suc~-ess 
of the wrestling. tr.u:k and field and cross-country. Van Home was tl1e second recmient 
~e:;J~{~r!k'~;!~t" Award in 1977 nnd he also received the Calvin iffin 

His colunms, "Van Home on Sports," were masterpiece chrooicles of the live~ of 
others. A giMt in his field and a role mode! for aspiring writers, Yau Home was admired 
and respected for his integrity, dedication, fairness, knowledge and compassion. 

Villi Home's covera,ge and snpport for eveots like the Wheeling Distance Race {oow The Ogden 
News1:apers 2UK Classic), the West Virginia Tennis Open and the {now defunct) Wheeling LPGA Classic 
lte!ped those eycnts reach pmminencr: in our area. His backing also was a factor in the popularity enjoyed by 
tlie Wheeling Imnme.11, \\''heeling Blues and Wheeling Thumlerbirtls (uow the Wheeling Nailers), 
professional football, basketball nnd hockey teams. 

Numerous awanls and homm1 were bestowed on Van Home. 1ne Upper Ohio Valley Dappt,T Dan Club 
named him Mun of the Year in 1993; he was selected as the West Virginia Sponswriter of the Year three times; 
received the Gene Morehouse Memorial Awanl for contributions in sports writing throughout the Mountain 
State; nnd he was inducted into nunierons halls of fan1e.Amo11.s those were the Wheeling Hall of Fame: the 
Lou Holtz Upper Ohio Valley Hall of Fame; Ohio Baseball Hali ofFame, Minor League Pro Football Hall of 
Fame nnd the Wheelinii-Og!cbay Tennis Club Ha!! of Fanie. He served as president of the West Virginia 
Sports Writers Associatmn and was a member of the Football Writers of Aincrica. Bill was the first sportS
writer from West Virginia to be elected to the Football Writers Board of Directors. He n!so served !Ill state 
chairman for the Heisman Trophy sele<:tion committee. 

Richard L. 'Dick' Potts (Coad,") 

Rkluml L, "Dkk" l'utlY finished his career as the Ohio Valley's all-time winningest 
basketball coach with 589 career victories. 

Inducted iHlo the Ohio High School Hall of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High School 
Basketball Coaches Association, Potts coached a total of 4U seasons, all of which wl1ere 
spent in Munroe County. He began in 1951 at Bethel High School. His 1957 
Black.hawks came out of the Mourne County hil!s at tournament time and adv311ced llll 
the way to the Ohio Class A state finals where they lost by a single point. At the time 
the school had just 13 boys in grades nine through 12 and all hut one of the male stu
dents was on the basketball tewn. 

In seven yearn at Bethel, his teams won more than 20 games five times, including the 27-2 miracle team 
that played in the state tournament. 

When the school was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after the '58 campaign, Potts wns named coach 
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving au to River High in 1963. He remained nt the 
Pilots• helm through the 1991 season. 

The funner Hannibal High School athlete wns named in J9g1 as the recipient of the prestigious Ohio Paul 
Walker Award, given in memory of Jcuy Lucas' hlgh school coach at Middletown, Ohio. Walker W!lll the 
Buckeye State's all-time winningest coach. 

The navy vctcrnn, Potts was the first OVAC coach to reach the 500-win plateau in basketball, reaching that 
goal with a win over Monroe County rival Woodsfield in 1983. 

Considered a mast.er strategist und teacher of the game, Potts may have been at hL'I best dnring critical 
situations in post-season play. His tea.ins wou seven overtime tollfllllment g3.IIIBS, im:lnding a nine-OT win 
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play. 

Evan Reese comdals) 

Era11 Reese (Follaushee High School) served as an area blgh school and college 
arbiter for more than 50 yearn. He also officiated football in the Canadi!lll League, the 
United Football League and the West Virginia Jntcn:ollegiutc Athletic Coofereoce. 

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both football and basketball officials und he 
was president of the West Virginia lnten:ollegiate Athletic Conference (WVJAC) 
officials in both sports. He worked nmnerous state und conforenc~ toumament cham
pionship events throughout his long and storied career. 

Reese also was ll 1nember of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities 
Commissioo Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Eastern District Board of 
Football and Basketball Officials. For mauy yearn, he was 0.11 the basketball rules committee in the Eastern 
District. 

Today's Ohio Valley officials reinember Evan as someone who had a tremendous influcoce on up-and 
coming referees. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
A. Wilson Murray comc1,1J 

A. Wihan Murray (Wheeling High School) officiated high school basketball, foot
ball, baseball 11nd track for 30 years, from 1946 through 1975. He actually began his 
officiating career in 1942, the yeur after he graduated from V-lheeling High School. 
Murray entered the service in 1942 and did !IOI retum home until the after World War 
II had ended. 

He worked numerous sectional, district, regional il!ld finals in Ohio, West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania. He also officiated basketball fur 12 yenrs in the Mid•Atnericun 
Conference and the West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. Murray was a 
referee in tl1e old United Football League in the days of the Wheeling Immncn 
professional football team, 

He served on the OVAC Executive Board and served for !O years as the commissioner of the bi-state 
league's basketball officials. He later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of football officials, a post 
he held from 1977 until retiring in 1985. ln 1977, he was elected treasurer of the Ohin Htgh School Athletic 
Association ·s Commissioners. 

Murray ufficiated six West Virginia state tournaments and two WVIAC toumrunents. The former City of 
Wheeling Treasurer wns a three.year football nnd basketbllll letterman Ill Wheeling High Schon!. He played 
on the Wildcats• 1940 state championship basketball team. 

Amnng the awards he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association's Meritorious Award 
(1970); a West Virginia Secondary School's Activities Commission Award for his contributions to officillt• 
ing in the Mountain State; Honorary Life Membership in lhe Ohio Valley Board of Approved Basketball 
Officials (1981); OVAC E,:.emplary Service Award (1981), and nn Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
Achievement Award ( l 982).111 1989, he was selected as lhe fitst recipient of the Bobby Dawson Baskelba!l 
Officials' Award presented at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball Clnssic. 

John Havlicek (Athlete. mo,) 
John Havlicek {Bridgeport High School, Class of 1958) was u three.sport high school 

honoree for the Bulldogs who later became une uf Ohio State's basketball greats and 
was selected one of tbe 50 greatest NBA players. 

In high school, the 6-5, 180-pounder was a two-time All•OVAC Class AA basketball 
performer ns well as All-Ohio Class A. The Bulldogs won Ilic OVAC AA crown in 1958. 

An excellent rebounder and passer, he also scorcil 1,594 career rc,ints in 59 games and 
averaged more than 30 puint~ per game the last two seasons. He led Ilic OVAC in 
scoring as u junior with 11 31.9-point norm, including a school record 53 in a 103• IOI 
overtime win over Cadiz. 

He played in lhe Ohio North·South All•Star game wilh Jci:cy Lucas. The twu later led 
Ohm State to three straight NCAA championshig~ames including a title their soplmmure season of 1960. 

al~~=~t~:A~~ r:t~hb!;5c~l~nt;i~ter :i;y~1n;r/i~trr~~g1M~s and batted over .400, He 
In football, the All-OVAf quarterback was recruited by se;•cra\ col!egcs including Ohio State nnd West 

Vi;el7Jh·io State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three van;ity basketball seasons and he twice earned All
Big Ten Conference honofll. 

Havlicek was the No. I draft choice of the NBA Boston Celtics and was also selected bx lhe NFL Cleveland 
Browns enm though he never played in college. He piayed a few exhibition games as a wide receiver with the 
Browns before reporting to Ilic Celtics, where he would becume te.ain captain and have his No. 17 jersey 
retired. 

Nicknamed "Hondo~, Havlicek retired in 1978 after 16 NBA seasons including eight Celtic championships. 
A 13-time All-Star, he is the CcltiCll' all-time lcmling scorer (26,395 points) nnd was the first NBA: player to 
score 1,000 points in 16 consecutive seasons and, when he retired, Havlicek had played more regular season 
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Dan and Ohio State Halb of Prune. 

Bobby Douglas (Athlete • 1960s) 
Bobby Douglm (Bridgcf)Ult High School. Class uf 1961) was a lhrec-sjXl!_"l high r.cbool 

standout and the first wrestler to wm four OVAC individual championships. He became the 
first block athlete to win an Obio state mat crown (1959) when ha emcrgc:d as the I 12-
pound titlist. He then finished third in the I 960 &late tournament and won the 127-pound 
cmYm as a senior. 

AnA!l-OVAC football plaJler and tbe conference Class AA captain as a 140·pound run
ning back in 1960, Douglas also as a slllrler in baseball. 

He wrestled two ycar.1 at West Liberty State College, winning an NAIA championship 
and placing =nd m Ilic NCAA. He !lien transferred In Oklahoma State, where he won 
the Big Eight Conference 147-pot!llli tltle. The team never lost a dual meet with Douglas 
in the lineup and captured a pair of conference titles along with the 1964 NCAA team utle. 

Also as a oompetillrr, he Wllll five national championships and a pair of U.S. Olympic Trials titles. He had a 
fourth-place foathCr,1,,eight finish at the I 964 Tokyo Olympics and he captained the U .5. freestyle tellln at tllC 1968 
g= m Mexico Cit!. Nametl the nation's outstanding wn:stlcr in 1970- the vear he retired-Douglas oompiletl 
a career reconl of 30 -17-7 (.953). lk Wll.'i runner-up at the World Championships that year. 

Still rccognlted as one nt the nation's outstanding wrestlin£ coaches, Doug!ll.'l has been at the Iowa State 
Universit}'. helm for 14 vem and became just the fourth Divistllll I mentor lo reach the 400-victorv plateau in 
Janl!3l"Y of 2003. He OOllChed the C1'Cloncs lo IOtnp-!Oat the national finals. He also had runner-uptc:ims in 19%, 
2()()() and 2!Xl2. In 2()()(), he wu selected the Natlllllal Wrestling Coach of the Year. He has pfl!(iuccd six natillllal 
champions, 17 cunfcrence tit!ists and 25 AH-Americans nt Iowa State. Before taking over the Cyclones' program, 
Do~Wl built a drasty nt Arirona Stntc. From 1975-92, he guided ASU tu nine conference title and nine tgp-JU 
f:rui thr::ii~~~ i~i~~1~tl'!e~i~~)!}l~~r=c=i~:rt ~II~~~~~:. will! the Sun Devils, he 

He was head coach of the 1992 U.S, Olympic freestyle team lhat cumfl!-'tcd in Bmtt!ona, Spain. All 10 nfhis 
wrestlm placed among lbe lllp 10 in tlJCir respecti;'e weight dllSSCll, Douglas has been on the U.S. coaching staff 
for five ufher 01.Ymfuics. 
nalr6~~!~~ntbi:f!': t~:~~lr~~w=ing Han of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio 

Ron 'Fritz' Williams CAlhlete-1960,) 
Ron "Fritz" WUliams (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a four-year, tbrcc-sport stand

out for the Rell Riders. He led Wm to three straight stale Class AAA title _games indud-

~~~.~~:=~':Jz~Y:'ibes~~~• !:'r0iJig{;t~nc~~~1f1Wc!ts~c j~j~c ~~;£.~ 
basle~all player was also anAH-ovAc and All·West Vil;linia fontbalf end in 1963 and 
the OVAC anil West Virginia Region I sprint champion m the 100,220 nnd 440-vanl 
events in 1964. • 

The 6-3, 185.~und Williams was the first African-American tu be named first team 
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recurd -and averaged 30.9 as a senior and 30.1 as a junior, He scored a schoo!--reoord 
55 w]ints against East L1verp1ml. He was named All-America by Purnde and Scholastic Cm1d1 magai.ines. 
SchoJ;l;f:E':::,~t Xff.~~ri~ao~ t~~~~}.Clnss AAA state clmmpiunship football team and was all-state nnd 

He played on two OVAC Class 3-A tide basketball teams (1962 and '64) and the 1962 OVAC track cham
phmsli1p squad. The first African-American recmitcd tu play hnsketba!l at West Virginia University, he sti!I 
holds season nnd career assist records while avcragicj 20.1 points for his career -mth best in his~ and 
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orcc anil a second team All-American. 
The two-time team CU!)tain is a member of the AU-Time WVU team (1966-75 era) and has been inducted 

into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame as well as the West Vlqi:inia Sports 'Hall' and the Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan 'Hall'. He was the ninth nvera!l NBA draft pick m 1968 by the San Francisco Warriors and was 
also drafted in the ABA fifth round by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Despite nut plavlng college football, he 
is one of only two OVAC products to be drafted hulh by the NBA and NFL (Dallas Cowboys, 14th round). 

Williams played eight NBA seasons -five with the Warriorll, two with the Milwaukee Bucks and one with 
the Los ~es Lakm. He scored 4,797 career points and had 1,818 career assists. He died, at age 59, on 
¢Jrrll~s Boui:!~~• home in California. The road near his Weirton chi!dhOIKI home named 'Ron (Fritz) 
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Ken Alessi (Athlete - 1940,) 

K,m Alessi (Yorkville High School) was n 5-7, 155-pound bask.ethal! guard from 
1947-49. He still holds two all-time OVAC scoring records-1,!42 puints in 32 games 
as n senior and a career per-game point average of 31.0 for 66 games. 

He was the first OVAC player to score 2,000 career points (2Jl47) after averaging a 
thcn-reconl 35.7 points a game and setting a mark of 70 points, including 31 goals, 
against Shadyside as a 1948-49 senior. 'That effort prompted the national expusurc in 
"Ripley"s Believe-It-Or-Not." 

He also scored 65 points vs, Adena and 55 points vs. Dillonvale in hack-to-back 
games. lo one game, be converted 16 straight free throws As ajunior,Alessi scored 1145 
points in 30 games. 

A two-time Al!--OVAC Class A and All-Ohio Class B honoree, he wns the lcmling vote-getter in '49 when 
he was selected Ohio's Class B Player of the Year. 

A three-spurt prep standout, he was an All-Eastern Ohio f011tba!I player as a two-way hock and kicker, and 
he was a shmtstop-pitcber in baseball. 

Recruited by West Virginia University, he played three seasons (1950-52) and was the s!llrting point guard 
two years. Ile led Ilic team in assists as a sophomore while playing wilh 6-9 All-America Mark Wurkman. 

In 1951, he scored 23 points in a home win over Wake Forest and tallied 18 in a 77-73 loss at Duke, which 
featured All-America guard Dick Groat, a future Pittsburgh Pirate infielder. 

Alessi served as head basketball coach the final 12 mtsuns (1961-72) for alma mater Yorkville High before 
cunso!idation, His bes! team went 18-3 in 1962 and his 1970 team won an OVAC Class A crown. The '70 
team featured Chuck Saus, who would suqmss Alessi's career point total. 

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete. 1950,) 

Bill Mauroski (Warren Consolld.ated High School, Class of 1954) is best known 
for his bascba!l feats, but the 5-11 basketball center also !ed the OVAC in scoring with 
u 27 .6 per game average as a senior and wns a two-time A!l-OVAC roundball selection 
and 11!~-ycar basketball starter. He earned second team All-Ohio Class A recognition 
Ill allCnJOf. 

A four-year baseball standout as a shortslop-pitcher, Mat.croski led Warren 
Consolidated to the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) baseball finals before falling, 
2·1 to Cincinnati Purcell. MllZ.Crollki pitched a four-hitter in a losing cause. 

The nlh!cte, known as "Catfish" as n youtl, aud "Maz" during hi~ pro playing days, 
led Warren Consolidated to four straight OVACOhin-side baseball titles. The team was 
coached by Al Bumzio. 

Slgned by the Pittsburgh Pirates out of high school and summer, s.andlut baseball, the Rush Run native 
was in the major leagues in 1956 and became a 10-tirnc All-Star =ond baseman from 1956-72 wilh lhc 
National Leoguc team. He won cigbt of the first 10 second base Gold Glove fielding awards. 

He played in 2,163 games and collected 2,016 hits but his best known feat is hitting game seven 1960 
World Series winning hnrnc run versus the New York Yankees. He sti!I huh.ls some major league fielding 
records for double plays and assists. The Pirates retired his jersey No. 9. 

Mnieroski was inducted into the Baseball Hal! of Fame in 2001 and also is enshrined in the Upper Ohio 
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Ba.'!Cball Hall and the Pennsylvania Sports Hall. 

Buckeye Local Higb School, a consolidation which includes Mazcmski's alma mater, named its high 
school field in his honor and a sectillll of Route 7 near his Rush Run childhood home north of Tiltonsville is 
known as "Bill Maiemski Hlghway." 

Allan Hornyak (Athlete. 1960,) 

Aliall Jlomyak (St. John Central Hi"h School, Class of 1969) was best known as a 
record-setting 40-point per game scorer 'bis last two basketball seasons, but the lefthander 
also was a three.sport standout perfonncr as a football quarterback and firot bascman
piteber in b11SCball. 

A 6·1, 185-JX?und long-range shooting guord in the cr.t prior tu the three-pointer, 
Homyak led the OVAC arid the state of Ohio in scoring his last two seasons wilh an al!
tlrne OVAC record 42,7 a1'cragc WI a junior plus a 4195 senior nurm. 

As a junior, he scored 812 points in 19 grunes, including 295 lloals and 222•nf-272 free 
throw11. In his senior year, he i.allietl 923 puint~ in 22 gamc5 wnh 346 goals am! 23l•uf-
296 free throws. 

The two-time Al!-OVAC nnd A!l·Ohin cager set tlie OVAC record uf 86 points, includ
ing 40 goals, in a 1969 win over TI!lonsvi!le nnd he scored 61 pumts the ncxt night against rival Bellaire. 

He scored at lcnst 50 JX?ints in a game 14 times and ended his 80-gamc career wilh a then OVAC record 2,385 
points. The Irish won back•to-back OVAC Clas~ AA basketball titles including a 20-2 nvcral! reconl in 1969. 

His scorin& effnru resulted in articles in Sport mar,azine, the New fork 7imes nnd Sb6m ll/ustrnted 'Faces 
~~~ct"'~· i~h~l~ed Schol,mic Coach Al -America bonm and his No. 20 me bask.etha!l jersey 

In football St. John·s also w<m an OVAC crown with a 9-1 recunl in 1968, with Homyak as nn All•OVAC 
quarterback. He passed for 14 touchdowns that season. 

Recruited for b&k.etball by numerous colleges1 he opted for The Ohio State University where he led the 
Buckexcs in scoring_ lhrcc straight y= nnd eruneu All-Big Ten Conference honof!I each year and All-America 

recin1~nosu :~l:Sd1001•~ fourth all-time career scorer with 1.572 points in 69 grunes and is a member of 
TI1e Ohio State University Sporn Hall of Prune. 

Homyak was the second round pick, and 26th m·crall, of the NBA's Cleveland Cavaliers. He was also 
drafted by the ABA Indiana Pacm in the fifth round, but didn't compete in the pro rnnb. 

Doug Donley (Athlete~ 1970s) 

Doug D,mhy (Cambridge High School, Class of !977) was a three-sport standout, 
excelling in football, track and basketball and earning the nickname "Wlute Lightning" 
for his blazing speed. 

On lhe widiron, Donlc/ was a three-year Jcttcrmao at running back for the Bobcats, 
finishing wilh a career tota uf2,572 rushing yards. He also had 226 yards receiving and 
1,028 yards in kick returns for a career all-purpose yardage total of 3,826 yanls to go 
with31 ms. 

Donlcy's fontba!I act(lladcs included fifllt team All•Ohiu Class AAA (1976) by both 
The Associated Press and United Press /111erna1io11al; Eastern District Class AAA 
"Player of the Yem'" (1976); and first team A!l-OVAC Cluss 4-A (1976). 

In track, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the long jump as a junior (1976) witl1 a leap 
of 21 ft. 2.5 in. and was a double-winner at the conference meet as a semor (1977) • winning the long jump 
(21-10.75 and lhc 22().yard dash (22.4 seconds), helping the Bobcats to the OVAC team title. 

He earned All-Eastern District in the J()(l-yard dash and was recognized as a higb school All-American in 
track. 

Also a standout in basketball, Dun!cy was hampered by a sholllder injory hut still managed to score IOpoints 
per contest and had a r.cboul-reconl 17 "assisl game. 

Widely recmited for football, Donley attended The Ohio State University and earned first team AU-Big Ten 
and honorable mc11tiunAII-Amcrica accolades nt wide recciver(l980). He ranks amoug tlie Buckeyes' aU-dme 
leading receivcm in several cntegoril:.'l, including career yards per catch (212, second); yanlagc (2,252, fourth); 
touchdowns (16, fifth); and receptions (106, tied for ninth), He Jed lhe te.am in receptions from 1978-80. 

Donley wa~ a second round draft choice of the Dallas Cowboys in 1981, playing four yeafll in lhc NH... He 
caught 55 passes for 898 yards and fourTDs. 

Inducted intolhcCambridge High School Hall of Fame, Donley is president of Advantage Golf Tournament 
Services in Addison, Texas. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Chuck Howley (AlhMe - 19511,) 

C/uukg L "Chuck" Howky (Wnrwood High School, Class of 1954) was a first team 
all-West V1rginia lllld all-OVAC tackle in 1953. He lettered in football, basketball and 
baseball. As a teenager, be also competed for a11 independent All-America boys 
gymnastics group. 

The We$! Vug1nia University grnduate is still the only Mountaineer athlete to Jetter in 
five spo!Ui -football, gymnastlCll, wrestling, tr.ick and swimming. In football he played 
guard, center, und Jinebacl.er while eaminjl A!l-Southem Conference laurels three 
straight yearn. Also the Ion~ snapper on special teams, Howley was selected as a third
team All-American his semor year. Howley, at 6-2, 220 poouds, was considered to be 
one of the fastest linemen in WVU history. He started in three college all-star games -
East-West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl and the College Football All-Star Game. He lettered for the 
Mountaineers on the trampoline in gymnastics, n heavyweight in wrestling, sprink!r and weightman lo track 
and a diver in swimming. In 1957, Howley Willi selected as the West Virginia Amateur Athlete of the Year. 

He was an NFL first-round dr.1ft choice (1958) of the Chirugo Beam - only the third Mountaineer select
ed in the opening round. He played a year aml a half in Chicago before being sidelined by a serious knee 
injury. Howley was bock home in Wheeling working 111 a gas station in 1961 when the expansion Dallas 
Cowboys trMled two draft picks for him. Th<l ex·Bear decided to give it one more try and wound up slllrting 
at outside linebacker 12 years for the Cowboys, earning all-pm laurels six times. He starred in two Super 
Bowls. The 1971 game saw Howley interrept two passes and recover a fumble to earn MVP honors in a 
16-13 lm:s to the Baltimore Colts. He remains the only player on a losing team to be selected ns the Su]?Cr 
Bowl's most valuable player. In 1972, he helped the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI over the Miami Dolphms 
by interreptlng a Bob Gnese pass to set up a touchdown. 

Howley ill a member of the West Virgmia Sports Writeni Associatiou, WVU, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dau Club and City ofWheellng halls offome. 

Mike Sherwood (Athlete - 1960,) 

Mike Sherwood \Bellaire High School, Class of 1967). Tub soft-spoken athletic 
great r.itcs with Bel aire Hicli"s all-time stalwarts in both football and basketba!l. 

He quarterbacked the I %6 Big Reds to a 9-1 season as a senior for coach Dou Ault. 
It remams arguably one of the best prep grid ll:ams in Ohio Valley history. SherwOOO 
led the OVAC with 20 TD pa.~ses that fall as he completed 73 of 110 passes for a 66.4 
pen.-entage and amassed more than t,400 yards witli ouly four interceptions. 

He Willi just as impressive on the hardwOOO for legcndi!!X coach Claire Cribbs. The 
SWt.'Ct-shuoting 6-1 guard was a two-year starter for the Big Reds and surpassed the 
1,{l(X)-[l(.linti\'1ateau wbi!e camingA!l-Ohlo houors. He avernged 253 points a game in 

l~~jji~ c::~t;i:.UJ~!h~~~~.j59i;::;i: ~v!y:il!fb~~~~IS s':erri~ ~~ 
.lohn Central. He was also selected for the Ohio North~outh Basketoall Classic. 

Following his illustrious Rl'CP career, SherwOOO accepted a football scholarship to West Virginia 
University, where his father earlier played. After competing on the freshman team. he stnrtcd at quarterback 
for three seasons. As a sophomore,he ~sed for some 2,000 yards while cstablishinj a school reconi wi!h 
416 yards against rival Pitt, completing 27 of37 passes. He fimshed the year ranked 1 th in the nation,aver
agin" 198 passing yards a game. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that fall. Sherwood led the Mountninecrs to a 
25-f reconl iu his three years, including a 10-1 mark and a Peach Bowl wi11 his seoior season. He still ranks 
among WVU career leaders iu total offense, passing yards, fl'J.SS completions and attempts, TD pllllses, pass, 
ing efficiency and completion percentage. He was selected to play III the 1970 Blue-GraJ Game and won 

~~ X'l1!.i1~WVU Al91&-~ ~~~I~~s~~~~w~:?n~~~in:d:1vrvi bSi ~ rlali JPr~eiz:;t;cJif 
Aller grnduation, he stayed on at WVU and Wll!i a graduau: assistant for ;obby Bowden and Frnnk 

Cigneui. He went to Bethany College to serve as offensive coonilnator from 1974•78 urnler his high school 
coach, Dou Ault. Sherwood returnetl to his prep alma mater, Servi~ as tlie Big Reds' head coach from 1980-

~~~j\~~~r!ti~ ~r~t; !::%% ~~i~c~=t:eu:wg~~~~I prii!~~e Year in 1982. He became the 

John 'Fuzzy' Filliez (Athlete. mo,) 
Jul111 Filliez (Magnolia High School, 1973). The first OVAC athlete to earn Al!-W. Va. 

first team honorn in football, basketbal! and haseba\! also set an NCAA pass receking 
reconi at Marshall University. 

Nickuamed ~Fuzzy" because of his bushy red hair, the Blue Engles' wide receiver
defensive back led lhe Ohio Valley in pass receiving yards his last twn seasons and ended 
his career with 81 catches for l,434 yards and 16 touchdowns in regular season play. In 
his senior season, Magnolia went 10-2 with a state Class AA ronnernp finish to 
Ravenswood. 

He teamed with Magnolla's all-6tate quartetlYJCk Brian Hook to lead the W. Va. All
Stars ton victory over Ohio in the annual OVAC AU-Star ganie at Whee!Jng Island. 

In basketball, the guard awr.iged 19 points a game and earned all-state honors after the Blue Eagles were 
state "AA" nmncrup to Gary, 

In baseball, the outfielder hatk!d .352 ru1d completed his all-star trifocta with All·Valley, and all-stall: 
houors iu three sports. 

RK'Illited for football by Marshal!, West Virginia, Vlrgioia Tech, Pitt ll!ld Peun State, the 5-11, 175-pounder 
signed early with WVU, but opted for Marshall where he led the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four 
str,i!ght years and set school records with 168 catches for 1,954 yards aml 14 IDs. His reception total mnked, 
at the time, eigh!h among al!-tinie NCAA Division I receivers. Starting four years, he set a then·NCAA rerord 
by catching passes in 42 str.1ight gamea. He broke the murk set by Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers 
from Nebr.iska. Autumobile bumper stickern supporting the police showed up at Herd games, where they had 
a different meaning. Th<ly n:ad: "I [.(we the Fuzz." The team co-captain W3s a two•time A!l-Ameriru honor
able mention cboice and a first team National Independent All-Star honoree. 

Fil!icz also was selected as the state Amateur Athlete of the Year in 1976. In 1985, he was inducted into the 
Marshall Athletic Hall nfFame. Fi!liez currently residcJJ in Delaware, Ohio. 

Dee Davis (Athlete ~ 1980s) 

Dee D4vit {Wheeling Park High School, Class of 1981). The first OVAC girls' ath
lete to earn first ream Al!-W. Va. hooors three times set Ohio Valley and state scoring 
reconis which remain on the books after a quarter of a century. Overall, she set three 
OV and three W. Va. Sl'Oriog standan!s. 

A three-year Wheeling Park standout, she scon.-d a school reconi 1,854 points includ
ing 716 for n 32.5 average as a senior. She was named state "Player of the Year" and 
captain of tlie Cll1ll!l AAA all-state team for the 1980 season. She scored a school-reconi 
55 points vs. Weirton Madonna and set a state tournament Class AAA scoriug reconl 
which remains on the bouks after 27 yearn. She tallied 43 points vs. Greenbrier East as 
a sophomore in 1978. In two state toumameot games that year, she scored 76 points 
including 13 of 14 free throws. 

Davia led Park to a state Class AAArunuer-up spot as a 11enior when she also charted 104 steals, 71 assist~ 
and 87 rebounds. After the se-.ison, she was MVP in the state North•South game where she scored 30 points. 
She earned AU-America mentiun in Street & Smith's and Converse magazines. 

At Park, Davis also starred as a pitcher-shonstop on the first varsity softball teams and earned all-state 
recognition from t11e W. Va. OJaCbes Association. 

She signed a basketball scholarship to TenJ\CJlsee Tech where she played for two seawns before finishing 
her college career at West Vrrginia Uuiversity. Ju her two seasons with the Mountaiucern, she served as tcarn 
co-captain in 1986 wit11 Geoigean11 Wells. the fast WOlllllll to dunk in a college basketball game, In Davis' 
junior sel1llt:ln, WVU reconled il3 second,ever 2(),wi11 season with a 20-IO mark. 

She also played basketball with a U.S. All-Star team in England and scored l 50 points fnr a 21.4 average. 
Davis has completed her 13th year as bead girls' basketball coach at her alma mater Park. She has guided 

the P..ilriots into six state tonmament5 and won back,to-back Class AAA championships in 1998-99 and 
became the first female to win the a.ll-s[l(.)O.~ "OVAC Coach of the Year" award. The \Vlu.-eliog n.>sident also 
coaches softball. 
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Dick Miller (Athlete • 195&) 

DiU Miller {Wheer,:i1in Centr.il. Catholic High School. Class 1952) Wl1ll a first•team all
state and all-OVAC onner in basketball llin:e straight years while p¢'ormiug_ for the 
Mamou Knights. Mi !er led Central Catholic to the conference and West Virginia Catholic 

fH:rn~~\ft :~~~;;~:~1.1 ~J~ f:;~~fisnc= ~£: ~~~=t:; 
51 yearn until it was ~led bv David Coullllguerm, a four-year lettennan for lhe Maroon 
Kmjhl!I. Contraguerm's record was later toppled by a Central girb' basketball great, 
Kuy een Fitzsimmons. Miller also had a game high of 30 pomt5 in a West Vu-ginia• , ' ~m~~:.l~:. g:~m·!tl~~. tn~(~~:t:n u!°s~~

1
i!ketbaltila!01lr: 

the year. He also was a standout ~former in football and baseball in high sehoof. tfu was u ''T' fonnation quar
terba!:k as a fonthall nerfonner nnd a shonstop/pitcher on the baseball terun. 

Recruited by tlie University of Wisconsin on a basketball scholan;hip, Miller was the Bad gm' starting point 
guanl for two years. Nicknamed •vrhe Cat" because of his quickness, Dick averaged 19 poinl!I per game m Big 
Teu play, toppiug the 30-point mark three times during his career. In I 956, he set a conference reionl for the most 
consecutive free thmws made, converting 29 in a row over two consecutive games. Miller also excelled l1ll a floor 
leader and defensive player. He was voted as the team MVP his senior year. Although drufted by the New York 
Knicks in 1956, Miller chose to play AAU basketball. He was voted to the AAU Alf.America tcrun lifter partic
i(!Utlna in the National Tournament held in Denver where he Jed the Milwaukee Allim Bradley Team to a Tourth 
place nnish. Miller played two sel1llons wilh the Phil!ijll Oilers in the National Induslrial Basketball League arul 
one sellSOH in the Tidewater Basketball Association where he averaged ll points per game and was voted the 
league'8 MVP for the 1962-63 season. 

Miller tared bl1llehall one year at Wisconsin, hittin~3 and taylng secoud base, Because ashoulder ~ury 
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he wou the North and South Carolina Open Singles Championship. he went ou to win numerous singl~'S titles 
throughout the Southel1llt, including two uatioual singles age group championships. He finally erukd hb com
petitive career in 1996 at the age of 62. 

Lance Mehl (Athlete - 1970s) 

lwu:c Mehl (Be!laire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for 
the Big Reds, Mehl wos also an AH-Valley football linebacker and baseball first base· 
man as well as a center in basketba!l. 

He earned AU·Ohiu football honors for coach Jake Olsavsky while serving as co
captain of the 1975 ll:am which went 9-L He played in the Ohio North-South game in 
Columbus and turned in a sparkling defensive effort for 1he South all-stars. 

Ri:cruited by Peun State University for football, he wu.q ciu:d by coach Joe Paterno 
and defensive coordinator JClT)' Sandusky as "one of the best inside linebackers" ever 
to play for 'Linebacker U'. 

Mehl was the leading tackler for the unbeaten 1978 Nittany Lion U:am which bowed 
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugar Bow! nnd probably cost PSU from being declared national champion. In that 
game, he led Lion defenders with 17 stops, including II unassisted tackles. 

After that junior season, he was uamed the "Man of the Year" by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club 
and is one of only three college uth!ctes to receive that honor. 

The PSU defensive co-captain also led the Lions in tackl~-s as a senior and earned second team A!l
Amcriru honors by '1ru:! A~sociated Press and United Press International. 

Mehl wus drafted in the NFL's third rouud by the New York Jets and played nine years before his career 
was cut shon with a recurring knee injury. 

He Willi the Jets' leadiug defender from 1982-86 before a knee iujury. The Jets' defensive signal-cal!er 
reconled 172 total tackles ( 105 solos and 67 assists) in 1984. In 1983, he intercepted seven passes and picked 
off 15 career interceptions. 

Mehl was selected to the Pro Howl after the 1985 season when he reconled 115 tackles, 43 assists and 
three pass interceptions. 

After his NFL career end,..-d, he returned to the Ohio Valley aud resides in St. Clairsville. 

Brian Swisher (Athlete - 1980s) 

Brian Swif11er (Sistcl'!lvi!le High School. Class of 1982). The 5-7, 145-pound 
dyrumm becanie the first three-time first team AU-W. Va. fO()tbail honoree in l}'ler 
County as he led Sistersville High to back-to-back state Class A champkmships in 1980 
and '81. 

Swisher led the Tigers to a 13-0 reconi in 1981 as he set au Ohio Valley and W. Va. 
reconi for scoring by a Uuemau with 26 touchdowns (receiving, rushing, retunis) and 
!56 points. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as state player of the year and 
was acconled the Hunt Award as state Lineman of the Year. 

He set season and career p.1ss receiving marks in the Ohio Valley and averaged 391 
yards on kickoff returns and 20.2 yards on punt returns. He also was productive oo end-!l!Onnd rushing plays. 

Swisher, who set an OV reconi by catching pl1llses in 36 oonsecnhve games - every game he started, His 
career regular season totals were 126 receptions for 2,174 yards and 23 TDs. 

He led the OV iu regular season pass receiviog yards for 1980 (681 yanis on 47 catches) aud 1981 (906 
yanls and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophomore, he landed 26 passes for 582 yards. 

Swisher was a three-time All•OVAC and All-Valley honoree as well as all-West Virgiuia three times. 
Ju the spring, he competed in track as a 100 and :ZOO-meter sprinll:r, Jong jumper and relay member. He 

won eight mdlviJnal medals iu three stall: Class AA meets - a first iu the JOO ll!l a sophomore, six seconds 

~~: ~~1•.:!,~as ~!::1: ~~:f~;fs~ 4x100 relay team, He tied a stall: meet AA 100-metcr record 

He signed a football scholarship with Marshall Uuiversity aud played four seasons, including three years 
as a starting wide receiver, He landed 106 passes from 1982-85 for 1,617 yards and 14 touchdowns. He was 
Marshall's leading receh·er in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yards and three scores. He also was a Herd trnck 
spriuter. 

Swisher cnrrently resides io Lewis Center, Ohio. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Joey Galloway (Athlete. t990sJ 

Joey Gullowafl (Bellaire High School, Class of 19W). Thls Big Reds' four-sports per-

f°"i1,~~ i:~~~!/;!?~~jre~1~.~~: ~d XU.~hi~0
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1t~ coach John Magistrn 
before a sparklmg career at Ohio Slate University. A'ner his Scarlett & Gray days, 
Ga!loway was a first round draft pkk by tl1e Sea!tle Seahawks of the National Football 

Le1:!j;;{J~way rewrote the Ohio Valley reconl books for pass ru:civing yards with 2,332 and 
touchdown receptions wllh 27, He ended with 108 career catches. The 5-9 e;,;plosi\'C game
breaker helped fend the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A footba!l title hisjunior/·ear. playml M 
integral role in the 9-1 campalgn. lie !an<le<l 43 passes for 973 yards and 3 TUs that a!L 
Galloway was a tl1ree-time A!I-OVAC aml All-Valley honoree rind was named AU-Ohio second team in Division 
Ill as a senior. 

In ba~ktball, he wrui just as dominating as a point guard. Galloway was a starter for three straight OVAC 
championship reruns for coach Gene Amrninmte. He earned Al!-OVAC ,All·Valley andAIJ.Qhio hon0!1!. 

ovaT'1:h~~~~t~ ~ ~.~~!Jj;Jc~~·~~ 8!flo'!v~ cial~jfh~~~~1Jl~s~~M!:\~1!i1tMt1 ::e~~~ 
1it!C11 as a senior. 

l11e Bellaire Bullet then took his nmazing athletic skills to C~)lumbus. starring for John Cooper on !he grid
inm. He was h(mored as an All-Bi,g Ten wide receiver as a junior-a season in which he grabbed 47 passes for 
946 yards. His career totals at OhlO State were 108 receptions for I .894 yards and 19 TDs. Galloway finished 
with 2,754 all-purpose yanls and was the team's co-captain in \'194. He was an All-Big Ten Acru.lem1c honoree 
in 1991, 1993 and 1994 while eruncd the National Football Foundation Sehnlarship in 1994. He earned a degree 
in business/marketing. 

Galloway wa:i !he eighth overallJ'kk in the 1994 NFL Draft. He played five seasons with the Seahawks,catch
ing 283 passe3 for 4,457 yanls an 37 TDs. In his best season in SeaHle, he collared n passes for 1,1)49 yards 
and 12 TDs. He left Seattle for the Dallas Cowboys and is nnw a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Class 
of 

2006 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Ron Mauck (OVAC 'Family') 

R"n Mauck (Bridgeport High School, Cla.\s of 1958). 0.lucatnr, wlminis!ralur, com
munity leader. Mauck flllS been director uf the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, one of the 
largest high schonl events of its kind in the entire cnuntrv, since 1979. TI1is highly•regard
cd chamr.mnship was renained as the Ron Mauck OVAt Wrestling Tournament in 1006. 

A pupil of the late George Kovalkk, an OVAC Hall of Farner lll!d cnnsidered to he the 
patriarch of high school wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also established the confer· =~ :ii:t1e w~m;m~~~~:t~*~~ ~e:i~~~~.~~i~~:hes=:i~ 
vuluntecr on the sta!fror NAIA and NCAA Division II championships (hosted by West 
Liberty State College) held in Wheeling. In addition to his duties with the conference mat 
tournament, Mauck was a long-time member of !he Rudy Mumley OVAC Oatity AU
Star Football Classic. He wa,; assistant game directnr and later &erVcd as game director from 1993 lhroucli 1998. 

1be Bridgeport High and West Liberty State Cullege grnduate, who earned his master's in safety eJucation, 
began his teacblng lll!d coaching career m 1965 at Fol!anshee High School where he Rtarted the school's varsi-

~=t~kd~ ~faY:.~iir~1~ti~~~i1~~~ i:~~ii~~~nsmu~~/;;r~~n\~\~~~~ ~1f~~t:~ 
at West Liberty and later was (me of the area's outstanding coaches before becoming an ndministrator. When the 
consolidated Broo~ Hijlh School opened in 196l:I, Ron was n:nncd to coach the wrestling team where he IUlured 
the Bruins' first West Virginia mat champ in Jim Suddoth. Before retirin..!l after a 34-year career in ctlucation, 
Mauck served Brooke as director nf !hi: school's Driver's F.ducatlon uepartmcnt, Physical Plant Director, 
Assistant Atllletic Directnr and Athletic Director. In addition to having ihe OVAC Wrestling Tnurnamcnt 
renamed in his honor, Mauck also was pn::scnted the "Mr. Mat" Award m 1985. He was named the W, Va. 
Wrestling Coaches M!lll of the Year {1987); and received recognition awards from !he Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Club (1985 and 1997); W. Va. Atl1ktic Director ofthe Year (1995). Mauck 1w1ce was selectcil 
Warwood Linns Citizen of the Year, winner of tl1e H.V. Cnrenran, Sr. Award (200 I) and a member of !he Brooke 
Coun1y Wal! uf Fame {2006). He is past president of tl1e W. Va. Safety Association, the Bridgeport Alumni and 
Warwood Juninr High Athletic Associatilm. 

Paul 'Bud' Billiard (Coa,he,J 

l'llul "Bud" Billiard (Wellsburg HiJtli School,Class of 1959). Head cuach at Brooke 
High School for 23 seasons (1979-2001) where he compiled a recortl of 185 win~, 79 
defeats and I tie. During this span, Bllliurd's Bruins WOii three West Virginia Class 
AAA state championships - 1985, 1987 arid 1990. His 1987 and '90 powerlmoscs 
recorded perfect record sellS!lns and both were natlnnally ranked. Tiic 1987 team fill• 
ished 25tl1 In the country while the 1990 squad ended up in 23rd place. fR 1994, Brooke 
also ended the campaign with a 10-0 record but lost in the state playoffs. Fifteen of his 
23 Bruin teams participated in the post-season playoffs and seven made the state cham
pionship game. Also, Bi!Hartl coached the green and gold to seven OVAC Class AMA 
Division champinnshlps. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All•Star 
Football iames and In three West Virginia North•South Games. He was among the founding members and 
past president of the Ohin Valley Footb31\ Coaches Associatioll for whom he also was chainnan of the 
group's annual awards dinner. He also assisted in organizing !he OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights. 
Billinnl's Brooke =hi11g career also included eight years as an assistant in football, two yenri; as a wrestling 
assistant, six yellr.l llll head wrestling coach and three years as head track coach. Prior to Brooke, he spent 
four years llll an assistant in football at Wheeling Central, two years as a vnlunteer assistant in wrestling and 
three years as head track coach. 

Whtie attending Wellsburg High School, he played four years of football and lettered three years, RCIVing 
llll team captain in 1958, He played baseball three years, earning two letters. At West Liberty State College, 
Billiard was a fnor-year varslly letterman in football playing on both the offensive and defensive lines. After 
his junior season, he earned first•team Al!-WVIAC laurels. 

Among his awards ore: Ohio Valley, OVAC and West Vlrginia Coach of the Year; Upper Ohio Valley 
Dapper Dan Man of the Year; Carl Hamill Coaching Awanl; Steubenville Moose Lodge Coach of the Year; 
West Liberty State College Athletic Ha!! of Fame; 2005 Ohio Valley Football Coaches Hall of Fame inductee; 
H.V. Corcoran Sr.Awartl for the Brooke football program bringing national attention to the Ohio Valley; and 
a 2005 recipient of the West Virginia Alhletic Coaches Association's Retired Coaching Awanl. 
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Matt Gaudio (Athlete. 1990s) 

Matt Gaudw {Brooke High School, Class of 199!), This fluid athlete dominated 
the West Virginia prep hnnlwood rui he was a four-year starter for the Bruins. 

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named !he W. Va. "Player of 
the Year" llll well llll the Gatorade state "Player of the Year" in 1991. '!be 6•7 forward 
paced Brooke to records of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 for a four-year career mark of 
75-22. 

Gaudio was a two-time a!l-state Class AAA honoret: and twice named to the all
state tournament team. He averaged 17.9 points and IO.I rebounds as a sophomore 
and followed that up wi!h a state Class AM-best 24.!l scoring nom1 as ajuninrwhile 
averaging l l rebounds. 

Gaudio capped his superb prep career with a brilliant senior campaign. He averaged 24.3 points aud 
grnbhed 13.4 rebounds to repeat as A!l-OVAC, All-Valley a11d All-W. Va. ho11ors while being nccorded 
honorable mcntinn AH-America. He was the first Brui11 to cam first tcmn all-state in boys' basketball. 
Gaudio surpassed the 1,000 murk in carccrpuints (1.874) and career rebounds (1,108), both Bruin records. 

He opted to continue hls academic and athletic career at Penn State University, where he Wll.i plagued 
by chronic back problems which required surgery. In spite of the medical woes, Gaudio endured to tum 
in a solid career. During his redshirt sophomore season, he averaged 9.4 points and 4.7 rebounds a game 
and was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Inspirational Player Award. 

The following year, he served as student assistant coach while completing his liberal arts degree with 
an emphasis on architecture. He returned to piny as u senior and was second on the le3m in scoring with 
a 13.] avernged while collected 6.4 rebounds a game Uuring a 21-7 record season. 

Cal Giffin (OVAC 'Family') 

Cal Giffin (Bellaire Hit School, Class of 1947), One uf !he legendary figures 
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District, Giffin was n11e of the founders and the director of the famed Bellaire Relays. 
During its 52.year history, the Bellaire Rdaya attracted many of Ohio's greatest atl1letes 
to the Nelson Flehl. At one time, the Bellaire Relays was recognized as the seco11d· 
largest track event in the Buckeye State, His teams won five OVAC and district track 

~~pt>i~l~f~~:~~d ~~g!!; :~i~t~r::cr1~ f!t:iY~n~6~i:b';1f. meets. Also 
Giffin's time.consuming work and contributinns to the Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conforence induded a term as president ( ! 973-74) and commissioner of !he football and basketball offkfab. 
He directed many majur OVAC track meets and to htmor hb efforts, the league championships in track and 
field were renamed as !he OVAC Cal Giffin C!asslc. He was a member of the Eastern Distnct of the Ohlo 
Alhletlc Board, !he Obin High Schuol Coaches Association, the Obin Football Coaches Amicfatitm and !he 
Natinnal Collegiate Track arid Field Coaches Association. He was vnted into the Ohio State Track Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1972. Giffin was presented two awards uf merit from the OHS AA and, following his death in 
1975, he was selected for a posthumous Alumni Achiel'ement Award by West Liberty Smte College. Giffin 
served the Eastern Ohio Coaches Association a,; president as well as heing the state vice president for !he Ohio 
Association of Track Coaches. 

Athletically. Cal was a three-sport letterman (football, basketball and tr.u:k) at Bellaire High. He played on 
the lin;t Big Reds' foo1ball team to win an OVAC championship (!946). He also played in tl1e Ohm-West 
Virginia AU-Star Football Game in 1947. Giffin's career also lcii him to the Martms Ferry Schou! District 
where he was the supeniisor of elementary and secondary ctlucation. From there. he became the principal of 
St. Clairsville Hidi School and later served as superintendent of the St. Clairsv1\lc-Richland School District. 
He received his If.A. in Education from West Liberty in 1951 and his Master of Arts Degree in school admin• 
istrntion from WVU in !967. 

Boyd Nelson (Media) 

B"yd Nelson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1945). Nelson spent 41 years as a 
photographer with The Time., Leader in Martins f>Crry. Fellow staffers and friends 
have called him a pioneer, a legend and, perhaps, the greatest s:oodwi!l ambassador 
in the newspaper's history, His work behirid the camern,acrnrtlmg to many area high 
school coacl1es, help bring the sports wmld alive to the readers of The Times I.eader. 

Nelson, a quiet, unassumini; man, lei hls camera do hls talking for him. No assign
ment was too big nor too menial fur Nelson, who had !he opportunity to take pictnres 
of seven U.S. presidents from Harry Truman though Ronald Reagan. Ndson chroni
cled nearly every major happening thmuglmut the Ohio Va!ley and was a familiar 
and much-welcome face at high school,cnl!ege and professional games and matches 
from !he start uf his career in the late J940s until his retirement in 1988. As was PQintcd out at tlie time of 
his death in 2003, there wasn't a gymnasium, football field or baseball diamnnd in The Times Leader's cov
erage area where Nelson didn't capture the exploits of athletes uf all ages and abilities. Among the future 
professional greats he covered included baseball hall of famCfll Phil Niek.m and Bill Maz.crosk.i; basketball 
hall uf famer John Havlicek, Joe Nkkro, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Dooglas and 
Allan Homyak.just a to mcntiun a few. 

Boyd's devotion tu his work nlso made him a role model and an inspiration to aspiring and seasoned pho
tographers alike. Nelson shunned the limelight throughout his life llespite the urgings of co-workers and 
admirers to enter his pictures ill statewide competition. As a result, he was bypassed for many awards that 
easily would have come his way. However, Umted Press International began presenting awllllll to newspa
per and magazine photographers in the early 1970s and the very first honoree was none other than Boyd 
Nelson. When The Times Uader published a pictorial history of Eastern Ohiu in 1999, the book was dedi
cated to Nelson, a lifelnng Belmont Cnunty resident. He began his career following a stint in the U.S. Navy, 
He scn•ed a stint ill the Philippines during World War U. After retumin$. home, Nelson attended Ohm 
University for a year. However,after beini; hired as a snmmer intern by The Tunes Leader, lie never ret11Il1ed 
to college and made photography his lifetmie profession. 

Richard 'Lefty' Hall (Coa,he,J 

Richanl "Lefty" Hall {Bamesvllle High School, Class of 1959). Ha!! was one of 
the must successful two-sport cuaches (baseball/golf) ill OVAC history, compiling a 
whopping 1,116 victories over a 34-yeur span. 

He began his baseball cuaching career at Powhatan High Schnol for a year before 
taking the same post at St. Clairsville High School. In his 33 years with the Red 
Devils {1969-2001), his teams amassed an outstanding 515·320 record. 

With "Lefty" calling the shuts from the dugout, St. Clairsville won seven OVAC 
cbampiomhi~ and made five Ohio High School Athletic Association reginnol tour
nament appearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997), TI!e Red Devils advanced 
to the state tnumament "Final Four" in 1997. St. Clairsville a!so won five Eastern Ohiu Baseball League 
titles under Hall's guidance. 

Hall as named OVAC Cooch of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from the Eastern 
District three times, 1990, 1995 and 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno AU-Star 
Series in 1997. A true baseball "junkie," Hall was inducted into the Ohio High Schou! Bm,eball Coaches 
Hall of Fame in 1996 and was named !he Ohio Baseball Hall uf Fame "Man of the Year" in 1999. 

Hall coached si~ players who sii.>ncd professional baseball cuntracts, the list including Gerry Crnft, 
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joe Dudek. 

In golf, "Lefty" coached St. Clairsvi!le for 27 years ( 1974-2000) , finishing wilh a 601- 123 record. He 
had three unbeaten teams and alsn tutored three squnds !hat advanced to the Ohio state tournament. The 
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf champinnships. 

Hull, a \jfe.Jong resident of Barnesville, lettered in baseball and track while perfonning for the 
Shamrocks. He graduated from Ohio University, 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Warren Pugh (Officials) 

rc:d~';f:~:Jl~~i'' 1t~J~ &7.?~g~~fW ! ~~:~} l~~(~i~1~i~~d ~ffic~\:l~~f!~~fr:~ 
VCJ}' well and nlso was an outstandmg contributor to h1s comrmttce. 

As an official, Pugh served as a football nnd for over 40 years. In 
football, he worked in botll high school am! U1e We,;t Virginia 

~~~F~¾1,t~lf1~~:~:% ane~ct~rl I and Penn State. A 
tests. In !9}3 im<l 1934, he worked 1te entire\¥ 
tournament, his partners bein~Judge Paul Cami!ktti the irst year imd Oink Westfall the 

fusfWJ'ffc ~i1I~1=1!f~i1d 1~
1t19~r~i:eJ~i~~~ re;i/~~-~d ~rp~si~

1e:i:ir'~i~ ~: 
Ohio Valley Boanl of Football and Basketball Oflkialii. He also was the referee of the famed Beltaire Relays 
for many yeMS and was later nam~>d as the mcet's honorary referee, He was also honored for his service by the 
Shadyside Rc!aj's and the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission. Pugh conducted officials' 
dimes m scver.i sporu and wrote a newspaper scriCl! on officiating. Pugh also was a Red Cross instructor in water 
safety and !ife-savmg for over 50 years. In hi_s ynut11, he was rccognired as a tri-state diving champion and was 
known to many people in Wheclmrr for di1·mg off the Suspeusmn Bridge into the Ohio River. Ile performed 
that feat for the first time on La_bor Bay during the state folrheld when be was a tcenagcr. lfo repeatcil that dive 
on several other occasions dunng his youth. He coached swimming at his alma mater 1be Linsly School for 
nearly three dcendes, guiding the Cadets to 26 OVAC champions!ups, indudmg 25 in a row. 

Pu1,1h was also a tremendou~ athlete. esp~dally as a footba_l! player. He attendci.l Alili:rson-Bruaddus College 
in Philippi for two years and Flayed football before tram;femng to Davis & Elkins College where was a std far 
fullback and center tor Hallo Fame Coach Cam Henderson. Smee eligibility rules never Teall/: exist<XI m thos.e 
days, Pugh played four years at D&E .. His community service included 15 vears as Whee mg's Recreation 
Dm:ctor" two terms as Ohio County Sheriff and six years as an Ohio County Commissioner. Pugh was induct
ed into Ilic West V1rginla Sports Hall of Fame (!98ll), the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame ( 198.J) and 
now the Ohio Valley Athlc!Jc Conference Hal! of Fame. 

Phil Niekro (Athlete~ 195Us) 

Phil Nfokro (Bridgeport I ligh School, Class of l 957). The Baseball Hall of Fruner got 
his athletic start with the BuHOOgs where he was a three-sport performer. Besides base
ball, he was a football end and ba,ket.ball for.vard and a teammate of fellow OVAC Hall 
of Pamer John Havlkck. 

Nil-knamed "Kuocksie" becU11se of his staple pitch, the kuocklebaU, which he learned 
from his father, Niekro wa~ a four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17- I career record. His 
only loss Willi 1-0 to TIitonsvilie in 1954, his freshman }'ear, when fellow Baseball and 
OVAC Hall of Pamer Bll! M:ucroski hit the game-winning home run. The !955 Bulldog 
team shared the East Ohio League title with Martins f..:ny. Inn 9-4 Ohio sectional tour
nament win over St. John"s, Nlekro won the game in relief and belted a two-run single. Bridgeport, howe\'er, 
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, a team twice defeated by the Bulldogs. In 1956, Nickro and the Bulldogs 
defeated Steubenvil!c Central, 7-1. in the Class A district tournament after sectional wins over Barnesvllle and 
St. Clairsville. Bridgeport bowed to East Liverpool in the district finals. A~ a senior, Niekro tossed n four-hit
ter and struck out JO in a 4·2 win over Steubenville Central for the OVAC Ohio-side title. He earlier hurled an 
8-2 win over East Liverpool in the Class AA district semifinals. Unbeaten Steubenville Central baltru 
Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals. 

Niekro, who also played for the Bridgeport Legion team and Blaine in ll1e summer 1\vilight League, was 
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for a $50() bonus at a 1958 tryout camp in Bellaire. 

In 1964, he started a 24-ycar major league career with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians 
and Toronto Bloc fay8. He had a 318-274 career record while appearing in 864 games and striking out 3~142 
batters, eighth on the all-time charts. He hurled a no-hitter and won five Gold Gloves and was named to five 
AH-Star teams. 111e Brnvcs honored him by erecting a bronze statue in front of their home stadium and, in 
1997, he was inducted into the Baseball !fall of Fame. He resides in the Atlanta area. 

Bob Hummel (Athlete~ 196Us) 

llob llummeU (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966). This 6 ft. 3 guard was a 
scoring machine for Moundsville High School before takiug his vast hoop talents to West 
Virginia Univenity. 

Hommell finished his stellar four.year prep career with 1,941 points, good for a 22.6 
per game average. That avernge still nmks sixth among Class AAA players in the state. 

His senior year Willi one for the reconi booh at the Mar..hall County school. He poured 
in 897 points in 25 gai= for a 35.9 average, wbkh is tied for the highest average in 
Class AAA archives. 

Moreover, his scoring antics tnmslated lnto team success as Moundsville finishOO as 
state runnerup in Class AAA, tile school's fint state final since 1920. Hommell torched 
Richwood for 45 marki:ra in the state semifinal game. He established lhe Moundsville single-game scoring 
mark with 53 points iu a win against Fo!lunsbee. Hummell was chosen as the West Virginia "Playerof !lie Year" 
by the Morgantown Touchdown Club while u!so being namOO captain of tl1e Class AAA all-state team, aU
OVAC and Scholastic Coach All"America. He also was u top-notch baseball player for Moundsville, earning 
second-team all-state honors as a pitcher. 

Following his glorious stay ut Moumlsville, Hummelljoiru.,J the WVU hoop squad and he wastOO no time in 
making his presence felt. Hummell led the WVU frosh team in scoring with a 242 average, indudlng a 45 -
point outburst against Maryland and41 against Doqoesnse, In those days, freshman were ineligible by NCAA 
rules from playing on the varsity level. 

He went on to average 12.9, 155 and 141) points a game the following three seasons, all of which he served 
the Mrnmtainecrn as a starter. Hummel! was the team's captain hi senior season. 

Honmie!l totaled 1,137 points in his WVU career, placing him seventh in school annals at the time bis career 
ended in 1970, he Wllli an adept free throw shooter, hittinij at an 80.7 dip for his career. Humme!l - who had 
14 games of20 or more points - w,1s selected to the 1966-75 all-time WVU hoop team. 

Ed Burgy (Athlete - 1970s) 

thf:;:'as~i~~~=p it::S~i;'jf~l ~1~ i~ft~~~lo ~~(iJ;~cr Big Reds' star remains 
While also starring in footbafii:md basketball at the Guernsey Street school, Burii;y 

distinguished himself as arguably the premier prep baseball player in OVAC anmus. 
While his baseball statistics me staggering, he accomplished them in just tlu-ee seasons 
us Bellaire High did not start a baseball program until Burgy's sophomore seasou. 
Known for his overpowering 11itching prowess;Burgy wu also a tremendous shortstop 
lllld (Jl?Werful hitter. Burgy etched his named !n Be!lrure High, Ohio Vallcv and OHSAA 
reconl books. The three-year All-Valley first-team honoree cmnp!eted liis prep career 
with n 20-5 reconl, still the most wins ever by u Big Reds' pitcher. He owns the career 

i'.rs~~ik~s;~!~i~i
6
u~~it~J~~t!!)l~n~:itti~ ::i~i~~a:~:i ~~~~ri~n~ie~t~ ri ht-hander walked 

just 31 batters in his career and went eight strnight games without issuing a base on balls, ~e carved out state 
rcronls with a minuscule 0.13 ERA for a season and llll 0.63 ERA for a career. His third OHS AA record was 
for hurling 16 shutouts. Bmgy also set an Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts in a IO-inning no-hitter 
versos River. He Wllll also u dew!_!Y bitter. Burgy owns Bellaire High records for hits in n game (6), triples in 
a season (8) and career triples (12). 

Bu!W also was a stel!!ll", four-year football p;:rfonner for coaches Rudy Sharkey and Jake Olsavsky. He was 
a slashing running back uutil his senior season. Olsavsky opted to switch Burgy to quarterback, a move that paid 
~j):l dividends. Burgy helpetl guide the Reds to an 8-1-1 season, losing only to-Marietta (12--0) while tying 
wmtersvil!e ~0-0). He was jomed in !be back.field by Ron Lee, who went on lo faine with \','VU and the 

~fa!tW::,;8 ~~;;;ili ~nm~ti~1\:'ti::1 J~t~~~;f~/<j~ = ~~~;it ~!e:i!iaf/(1/PaintZ~ 
when Burgy !rung uh the Big Red sneakers. He was a first-team All-Valley ll!g School honoree liis sophomore 

n;lwlior w~:i~!h-~;~~ti~~\~seg/ili{~~~aifiJ
0M~~1

~fsr gfJ;~n;~· in tlie Mets' farms ,stem, 
fll1ll i:R-irginia followed by a stop in Pmnpano (Fla.) and Memphis.1ife1 hmI 13 wins in ot1e sea.\OII !lUd fanned 
20 in mie game. 
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Bob Gain (Athlete - 1940s) 

H11b Gain (Weir High Sl·hoo!, Class of 1947}. An all-time great on the high school, 
college and professional levels, he started his football career for the Red Riders und 
twice eanied first team AJ!.OVAC honors as a lineman and was honored im the 1946 All
W.Va. selections. 

In 1969, he was selected a~ a 'Modem Era' tlcfonsive tackle nn an AH-Time Ohio 
Valley football team selcdetl by The Intelligencer newspaper. In 2005, he was honon.'!l 
on an AJl,Tirne W,Va. high school team 6Clet1~'<1 by The Fairmont Times newspaper. 

At Weir High, he was the largest aJl .. state honoree at 6-2, 211},poonds and was a two
way tackle as well a5 handling punting and kickoff duties. His late couch Carl Hamill 
never singlet! out his best Red Riller football product but alway.~ started his list with Gain, a four-year starter 
and his most bonnred pmtigC. 

Gain is regarded as the greatest lineman in University of Kentucky, where he was a three-time A!l
Sou!hcastem Conforcnl"C honoree and a two-time fint team All--America choice in 1949 and 1950. As a sen• 
ior, he won the Outland Trophy as the nation·~ outstanding lineman, the first from the SEC so honored, and 
one or only two from the Ohio Valley. The othcrOnt!and Trophy honoree was the Univenity of Jowa·s Calvin 
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for the legendary Paul "Bear" Bryant at Kentucky, !lie Wildcats were 
33-Hl-2 in Gain"s four seasons and he was rn•captain of the JO.] record team that upset national champion 
Oklahoma in tl1e 1951 Sugar BowL Gain was the No. 5 choice - the highest ever for an OVAC athlete - in 
the first round of the !951 NFL Drnfl by the Gru,n Bay Packers. However, he opted for Ottawa in tlie CFL 
before starting a 12-year NFL career wHh the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler wns a starter on 
tlnte NFL champion~hip teams under legendary coach Paul Bmwn in 1954, 1955 and !%4. 

Titc Cleveland area resident has been inducted iuto sevcu Halls of Fame - College Football, Wei;t Virginia 
Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akron Halls anti Cleveland 
Browns' Legends Hall. 

Lee Patrone (Athlete ~ 19511s) 

Lee J'atnme (Od!alre High School, Cla~s of 1956). Fnr 50 years, Patrone was the all, 
tinie leading career scorer in Big Reds' history with 1,842 points in three seasons. He led 
Bellaire High In three straight sectional titles with wnn-!ost marks of 18-4, 2().3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.9 points per game each season. His 27.1 point career 
average remains a school reconi. 

The two•lime first team A!I-OVAC honoree, and an AH-Ohio first team honoree by 
Tiie Associated Press as a senior, he was a scoring machine with 57 career games over 
20 points, including all 23 as a senior, and he had 28 straight games in which he scoretl 
at !east 20 points. 

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final ga11ie while playing with w1 injuretl 100 
against Martins Ferry in the district tournament title game. Ferry prevailetl, 91-87, while surviving a limping 
Patrone"s hcmics. Earlier, against a Bridgeport team featuring Basketball and OVAC Hall of Famcr John 
Havlicek, he converted 25 goals. His 299 goals in a season remains a school standanl. 

Afler a brief stay at Ohlo State, the stocky 6-0 guard enrnl!cd at West Virginia Uni\'ersity in Jl}57 and led 
Uie 1958 freshman team in scoring with a 20-point norm. A member of the 1959 NCAA nmneHp team led hy 
A!l·American Jcny West, he was second to West in 1960 tenm scoring with u 14.2 per game nonn lltld was 
named to three a!l-toumament reruns: NCAA regional, Southem Conference and Univeraity of Kentucky. A 
Virginia sporuwriter described him as "good enough to be cocky and cocky enough to be good." 

As a senior, he was n third tewn AH"America hom)ree by Helms Foundation. He ended hi~ career with l ,(128 
points - then seventh best in WVU history. 

After gmduation, he taught and coachetl five seasons at Wintersville High School where hi.'; fint 196') team 
went 14-4 und 1972 team was 16-4. Aflcr retiring, he relocated to his current honie in Florida. 

Harry Wilson (Athlete ~ 1%0s) 

Harry Wifs1111 (Steubenville High School, Class of 1963). This fonner Big Red star 
ranh with the elite mnning backs in OVAC history. 

His gridiron career at Stcnbenvi!le was nothing short of spectacular. His ability to 
carry the football took him to a starring role at the University of Nebraska and a lihort 
sthit with the NFL's Philadelphia Eagle~. 

The 5 fl. II, 190-poondcr was also a safety untl kick retumcr for Big Red, but 
rushing the football is what Wilson did best. 

He carried the Big Red to a 9-1 mark his senior season, a campaign in which the 
Jcffenon County charges pocketed a prired 14-8 win over licralded Massillon. Wilson 
paced the Ohio Valley in botl1 rushing yards and stming with 1,756 infantry stripes und 23 touchdowns. The 
fonner standard is a modem day school record for a IO-game campaign. 

His achievements garnered him Ohio "Back of the Year'' designation by both the AP and UPI in Class AA, 
which was the ]argCl!t da,s back then. He was named first team all-Ohio and a Scholastic Couch All-American. 
Wilson was almost as domiuating his junior year. The "Steobenvil!e Stomper" rushed for 1,586 yards and 
scored 28 touchdowns and 168 points in 10 games. He Wllll selected fim team all-Ohio by AP !Ill a safety whlle 
also earning all-OVAC and all-Valley laurels. 

Wilson - whu was also nicknanted "Lighthorse" - enjoyed u sparkling career at Nebrnska, He let! the 
Cornhuskers in mshing his junior and seniOf seasons, finishing bis career with 1,702 yards and a stellar 5 .0 per 
carry nveruge. 

He was named unanimous a!l-Big Eight as a senior and honorable mention All-America by UPI. He has the 
distinction of playing in three major bowl ganics -Cotton, Or.mge lllld Sugar. 

After his playing days in Lincolu, Wilson was selecred in the tliird round of the 1967 NFL drill hy the 
Eagles. He spent three years with ll1e team as a backup mnniug hack and kick returner. 

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 197&) 

Bruce SmiJh (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1976). He is at the tnp of the list 
when it comes to tlistancc runniug as n four•thne Ohio state champion who rel counllcss 
meet, \"alley and school records along the wuy. 

In cross country, Smitli was a tliree-tinie AU-Ohioan (1973, '74 and '75), capturing 
first place at the state meet in both his junior (9:43.0) aod senior {9:33.4) seasons after 
placing seventh (10:05D) l1li a sophomore. His time in (975 was the state record at the 
lilne. 

As both a junior and senior, he also finishi>J first in the sectional, district, OVAC and 
Belmont County meets and finished undefeated both years. As a sophomore, he Wllli 

second in the sectional, district and county meet uud third iu the OVAC. 
He was a thrce-tinie All-East.cm District Md All-Valley honoree in cross country as well. 
Ju tnick, Smith earned AU-Ohio status two times (1975, '76), winning the state championship in tlie two

mile mn both years. He posted a time of9;1 I.I as a senior after winning in 9:31.J as a junior. He also p\act':tl 
seventh at the state C\"t:nt as a sophomore (9:39.9). 

He finished first in the sectional aod district meets all three years, winning the county event twice and 
finishiug as runner-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile mn aod finished thin! in the &80-
yard mn as n senior; and captured the two-mile run l1li both a sophomore and junior. 

S1nith gumeretl A!l-Eastem District lllldAII-Val!ey laurels three limes in truck. 
In the two sports at Martins Ferry, Smith was part of four undefeated tellm.'l, three sectional and district 

championship teams,one OVAC championship team and tlu-ce OVAC runner-up teams. 
Smith was also a long-time competitor in most area road races, including several years l1ll the lop local 

rum,a in the Elby"s Distance Race (now the Ogden 20K Classic). 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Wendy Baker (Athtot, - J980,J 

Wttul] &m-(Eni;t Liverpool Hl&h School, Cla.!.11 of 19B9). A two-£port '1Al1dout fOf 
the Latly Poacn, uce)ling lo both~ and JOflball. 

0a the coort, 5be WM II four.year vmlty perlomJ:r, ~ the ftra player In 
1Cboo1. bilta)' kl c,;=l I .OCO career pol:nu, finishing with 1,127 tallic:<i. As II llC:tllor, 
di,c 11ver11ged 21 j: porntli per pme. Bal.er abo elcellcd defeu'llvcly, posti[Ji 291 career 
ite.ab iIK:luding: 13."i ris a JCJJior. 

A, 111n1ior, 51:le was II ilCCOlld ic:am nll-Ohlo Diviswn I~ who wm selected to 
play i:n th: McDonald'a AU-Star ClwJlc In Collllllhus. Sbc wiu llho OVAC Clat.11 4-A, 
Dimict ."i, Dlvlsioo I andA!l-Columbmuri Coon!}' UPlayer of the Year". Sbe was also an 
AJJ--OVAC and All-Eastcm District f1rat tel!m choke iw II junior and an ail-Diurict hoocirable mcrrtioa 
picl.: as a wphomore. 

On the diwioot.l, Baker's= pi1cttlng llUl1lbm included 49 \ictcrie, to.I 226 strilcouu and ,400.plus 
bst.JPj 11\'Cra&C'· Her ~k,r 5ell90ll oombcn k,duded • lofty .477 II\~ along with 1nme ~ivc: 
phchloj OUJ[lOOli - 19 vidorb, 117 ilrikroutl nnd a 0.54 E.R.A. Sbc batted .483 .e,i; 11 junior wllh l2 RBI 
llt1d bad 109 phcillflg 'llfflU, regl.tcrlng 109 ctmeouU and a t .77 ERA. A, a~. dr hit All. 

BZIUT'1 10ftbilll nll--!b.r boocn Included two.tli:ne All-Ohio (fmt ieitrn u e. 6C.WOI", !ICCOod team M a 
junk.-); and ,.,1rtimc Afi-OVAC Cws 4-A. 

She at!aJdcd Wlx:cling Coll.ee,: &ad played bltrutball for two~. srorlni: 882 poi nu and~ 182 
neaL, durina: 1hll1 lirnl:. s~ galrw:,,;l lmt team All-Wm Viq:llllll lnlaco!kgiatcAthletic ConfeJCOCC hooor, 11$ 

a wphomore after gaining hononlble mentioo u a fresluru.o. 

Jeff Snedegar (Athl,t. - 1990,1 

Jtff Sltakgar (Buckeye Thi.ii High Scbool, Clan of 1995). He put up lofty 
numben durins bis four-yenr gridlmn curccr, culmlnatlru! ln hm ~ u the AP 
AIi-Ohio DMOOII V OffCWVe Player of the Year anll ffnllhing 11.1 n11u~M1p hi the 
votlIT~ for Ohlo'A ~Mr. Foc(b,tll" award following hb SCltU !leaSOIJ. 

A 6 fl. 3, 210-pound four.year Jcttmru.n at QUal1erbad and linebacker for the 
Warriors, he rn,:nd up 7,!0J ymb off,=;ivcly and reglr.tered 673 trlks Oil defenR. 
He also emuc:,;J ~ lam All-Ohio followm11 hi.I ~ and junlof Y= and 
was a tJua:.tJme All-wtcm Dbitrlct nnd AJI-OVAC adcction. 

A, 11 RIUOI', he led Tnul to hli first and <Xlly OHSAA playoff !lJlPClll1IDCC (the 
Wmion finished with on I 1-2 overall m:ord, wlooloj tll,u garnc.s before loolni;t: In tlr 
Dh'tiion V w.te .eml.finah to WcllsviJJe). That year, be pused for whaJ: was !hen a school reconl 1,7(:f} ywdJ 
while nnhlng for I /ill ymt.lii for• combined total of 3,390 yanh. He p!rticipakd Ju 212 defensive stops 11.1 

'"'""'· Suedcgar WWI IIUO l'I thm:-year lelkmlllll in buktball (he didn't pby llJ • Junior), finishlnt! fourth Oll 
Trail'• all-time ICOring list wttb 8:M points MU thirrl io career reboundinB with 561. He avcruged 16.1 
~~tl-O~a•~PT.earolllgipcclalmentionAPAll•ObiolUIWC!l11.1fu;tlC!unAll-Ea=mDlitrict 

The 2(0) Buckeye TRil Hall off.me lndllCtec went on to a ilcUar = at the Uoi\·eruly of Kentutly 
(1996-99),Cl'IJTllllg four letters~ anOlmlde l~.AJ l'I f=hman, be bad42 ~. itl'lrbl tlnee games 
IIOO WaJ named tlr outmllldlni wecial lel'lrm' pl.ayer mid be followcd that up with 97 urllea; Ill l'I lOJ)bo
rnorc. Snedegar bad 63 tadkll ftl10 four~ 118 lljunk,r, belplng Kmocky to on Outbad,:. &wl berth 'Ab= 
bereronk:d 11 tad<let In 11.lauto PamStatc Unl\-m;ity.InlUAflnalyen:rat UK..behnd.84 tAd..lell,four&aeb 
nnd two lruert,ept1ons,C:8tlll:ng him dcfCllliVc MVP boncn. He was selected to the An-Soot.heast Confc.n:no: 
~uaJ lad wr., ~ to the All-A=icmi fmm Football Team by Succeuful Farml:ng Magazlne. 

Snedepr WM llancd by the Mlr.ml Do!phins of the NfL in 2COJ lL'i 1K1 uno:lrafterl froc agent. 

Class 
of 

2007 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 

Nick Bedway (Medial 

Nlri: 6tba] (Whcclilli Cmtta.l HJib Sdo,I, 0- ol 1958). On<: of tile area·, lllOII 
Rl'Allle lid p:o!ifu: ~ lfU1' jomn&lliU for fll'C d,:,;ab, bc Im heell oo lb:-=-: for 
IIUITICnQDVACc..'ell!IIUICCl 196). 

Aflerll/lWliDJ WcM Ubcrty S11teC~for~ year,bcjoln::dthc W!ftllrlg NeWJ.~ 
a I CO!'Y boy In 196).1.anthal year, t-.:join:,.!The ImcllijCIICCf mffa a quruwriter. fn 1967, 
BaJ:way joiro:d tile News~ tblfl-atled t,y am \':IQ Horne llDd wm proroobl tn~ 
S?J!U Editor In 1911. Be,hl,iiy tumic N--R Sp<Its Editor ln 199.'J uid - nma1 E.r.ro.Oivc 
SJUU EilllorofThe l:nldllpicu/New..R.:gi= In 20CO, • pmitm he held ootil t-.: n:tired In 
2!m. 1k 1111tbora1 dilly ind Swd&y IICWSJIIIPerrolumm CIWlled "'Nld.'1 NoCmJol.~ md IUD 
wro!e ~ m Qlell !!IJ!f.OOl'IUne,<;D!let;e sp:m, ootdan llDli tbc Wh::cllll1 rbil=' lo:ity 
learn. The OVAC mc:dill ~WU detllc:a!tdlo&dwJ.y iD 1999. He lefl.'CUnco-poblki!)' dlltciorofth::OVAC RW)' 
Mo:mley All-Star llimcl from Its lDccplon ln 1912 wtil 19".(). &.hny allD ErVtd as Ibo OVAC -.liDgl,' IWUtlclan in 
li:dball, boy1 -.J girls twkotoolJ md l;mebiiil b ~ lbui 15 y=. 

Bahny l!ef','eU ~ lmll Ill l9TI u ~ of the W. VII. Sp:m Writi::r.i AAodJtlon inl =civ,;,l the Gene 
MCfflEl!le Award ID 19".() from thec,rp:nlialloo. He Wl:'I ilwcled Imo th:: ~Newtplp::n 20K ~ l-WlofFamc 
in 2006 ard the ~ WIil; of tile Ohio Basd:-.JI Hall ol Fam: ln 1996. He twb - toekcteJ 1<l JaVe u tbc H<n:-, 
Referee ft:r lbe W, Va. Sijper Sll O.. AA ltale dwnpioourlp fcdbill ~ t-.:ld Ill Wbcellna Ward Slldimn. 

Bolwr.y 11/M the I~ m:iplmi olthc Fllla,r Jobo Lester Awanl for a lifrtlmeofwpp::,n tn local i:p:,cu lllll yOll1h 
oflbc Obw Valley aoo m:clve,I. 1hc SpDI md Leadmhip Awml from !be Upper Oloo Vllllcy Dnwcr Dan oiti. He also 
ha 1"1%]1'Cll! 8\I/Wt from tbc \lr'h:dlnj So;o:r Auoclallon. Allql-,wy Momltlin District U.S. Tamll AAcdation, 
WbccllD1 Poot I Amcrbn ~ ~ Team,(Jilcbay Pad Mm"1 OolfChib, Gd tbc Ohio ¼!Icy Galfrul<Jci.alion. 
A pllll or111ber ol the \lr1J:d.illj! Hall al Fam0 ~ mi =it JIIOITM oC 1hc OVAC Hall of Fame Canmlltec, 
BeJ1111,y tlso ls a.:ti.,,, m lbc Wl'a,ellna Llom aw, m1 recdm:I. In 2005, the l=mrd ~AwM!l, th: hlBtat Lloo 
hooor l:earowc,:I !n W<:St Vlrglnill. Cunemiy th:, chapk:-r ~ o.-.1 Bollli DfDlroct<n' memb,,,-, bi: Im IICll'VCU i. rn::d.ia 
rdNmdmta",clup:er ~. fint v!C0-~ GdTu.l 1\1/!lla". Mun:d 45 yun tola, fonner JOOJ K-.the 
Bahwyl bw four chik!rt::11 .mJ have five~-

Dennis Swearingen (Athl,t, - J98{1,J 

Dnud, Slftfritru (Martlm Ferry High SchoJI, Oms or 19821. He camcrl IO 
vvalty 1cttm in four IIJ)Olt'I, making hi.I biggest marl.::li Ill football and bmketball. 

In fool ball, be WM a ~-year ldlatnan M tarting: QllllJtabock/dcfot~ve br,,;k, 
"""""'' 1,16 _ ""'"" imd ll'lO- ru- wbJO Jo,\"' <ho l'w],le Riden 
to a cmribinetl 21-9 JttOl"ll, Ull'.:ludini;t: 11 aootbs 10:0 marl,;. Ill his~ leasO!l, 
FetTY'~ firn r,cifoct teemtl In 2()J'C111'1. On dcfrnJC, Ile wa.., crallied with 125 Uleklcs 
l'IOO bad 11 pas.s interceptlDll'i, He 'NIil a rwo.l:Ure fu.t tcai:n AP All-Oblo Cla.ss AA 
dclcnsivc back, eiunlng secrn:J team all·ltar Ju;on from UPI both years~ well. He 
abo pm=..l fmt learn All-OVAC Oc., AAA, All"Eutem Diwkt Cw5s AA llJld All• 
Valley honora twice. Following hll 1e11lar ICIISOll, Swearingen wa., ITaJOCd 11 g~ PrepAllAl~~e:ie~ VaJJcy [bppa Dan Club special honom: IIOO parucipa:1ed In 

lo 1-J.d~WClfiOgm was II trua).year l!taltCr and J ,(XX},point cnreer scocer arul ~ WllJ II J.ey mem
berofF=y'~ ~ which posted a 20-5 rcca,:I IUld advr.nccd to the Ohio ClassAA reglonl'II final.ii in Athens 
In 1982. Scoring: 14.7 poiW per~ RS• ~or. be was n:mned f□ot team Al!-OVAC CbuAAA (captain), 
A1J-District 12111\dAII-Val~ as wdl u leCOOO tcamAll•Easlem DLl.ttict ClaJ!I AA. He p!llycd hi both tlr 
OVAC JIOO District 12 All-Star Game,, AJ l'I iwuor, Swearingai 11.vern&C(I 18.9 Jrinlll per game Md wu 
named first team All-OVAC 0-AAA 1111d All-DIMCI I 2, sccooo:J team All-Enstcm District Cltm AA and 
thlrrl tum All•Valley. 

Swearingen aho WlU ll three·ycar [dlcrmall In bueball, eamiog An-OVAC Oms AAA bcmors twice. He 
l'IUO lcttercii In tnrl as a lffliOf. 

Swearingen went on to a ltcll4r four:}'elll foolball = at Ohio Unlvenlty, ~~ In 19S6 WKi DOSI
:, hlriu,cJf in th:~ flve on the Bol:ic:w' all-time pm,slna: li51 in IO~(~ 2005). fie: iJ 

in~ attempt, ll\ a game(~) ll:Jld K'UOJ1 (383); third ln jlllll compJctiool for l'I F8:01C (3]) ll:Jld i:Ca--

600 (19."i) M we!l 11JTD piwes for II ft(fflOII (13); fourth In )'Mh p1wlng for II game (3."i."i), ac-,n {2,0."i6) 
1111d areer (3267) u well u ptW r,ttempu (569) llOO completlom (3(2) fPT a career, and fifth In cam:r pau-
lng yanh (3,267). 

Bill West (Athl,to - 1990,1 

BW, Wnt (Budcye Local High School. Quoi of 1993). He made hl.'J biue,st 
impact on ta: foolball flcld, earning All-Ohio booon ~ ~. iocludllli! twke a., a 
fll'M ~ selectlon. 

Wffill.lsowu nti=-tlmeAll-OVACseJcctlon(l990, '91 HD '92) undathrc:e-tlme 
All-Eimcm District pid (!mt tnm1 In '91 aoi '92, l,CCOlllJ team in '90). He !WO par
tlclpated in tho Rudy Mumlcy/OVAC Clwlty All-Star Football Cbui.c fo!lowln.: bis 

""""=· A&r~g11:111.frclhman11tBockyeNorth,~hcrusmtlfor900yanbde:!p!k 
mhsinti twtrpl.u., ~ due kl iojury, be put up some ultr.1.-irnprr;ssi\,:, nurnbcn Ill the 
ocwly-comolmtal Budeye 1..,:aJ High School. 

He f1nisba:I with what !tl1l wuu.!:'l a.11 a 8Cl:Jocl..record 4,6.58 yllrlh, locludlng II slng\c-~ effort o0 ,846 
yanh a., 11 senior. He ailo bad 1,719 y&ru'l 11:1 ojunlor and l,D93 ir. a wphomore. He IIUO CJWJ\S ,11: of the top 
seven lotlMdual ~ rllWllg records at Buel.eye Local, beaded by a whopping 335--ya:rd ~ n¢ml 
Ma:rtiw Ferry in 1991 (SCCOJK! aU-thnc). 

We$!: scored 3."12 points oo the p-idl:roll, lncludlng l."12 In bh flnal 8Cll30ll. 

During bb th!=~ wilh the Plmlhm., the team compiled a 28-4 combloed reconl (9-2 in. 1990,10-1 In 
1991 am 9-1 In 1992), rnakina: the pla.yom twice 1111d nanowly mwlng 01111 thini 

We!! alacJ lctkrc<l three YCllB lo track and two iD bil.uelball for the Pan\n"n. 
He wu a four•y= Jettcrmao at tlr Univmity of~. ~C: for~ ycmi nnd earning All-Big 

East "Offe!Wvc P1aytt of lhc Year" honors ns a~ (1994) l'lflc:r repbclog All-Amerlmn tai\.ba,::k 
o.lltis MCll'tin In gmie r,,,,o anil ruming fo£ l ,3."i8 ynrru, flftb oo the a!Hhnc ~luclc·&eWOO ru.shlng: Ust. A 
Panther trl-aiptain ~ a 1CJ1lor, West nniwro a, the school'~ fourth ail--tlme Jeooln~ msbef wilh 2,803 yum'!. 
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Donna Joseph (OVAC 'Femlly') 

DoMa Joiq,b (Sbadyiidc mp School, Clllll of 1964). A lc.aueT Ill the OVAC 
tr&d and crou coulllry community for thm:l decade.I, !he l'lbo m11chct.l girb track nnd 
boy• Md K:lrb cmss country at alma l1lalcr Slwdy1ilk High School from JQ&J-118. 

A ~gtstered tnick and crms country official for 30 years, me !lllited wading au 
Oiffio OVAC Trad Meets ID the early 1970s and continues to ~e u director of 
the Otw A,AA mct:t,l'l~ltion Ule stmed in the mkJ..19SOs. 

Shecurrenlly t,clwrpcnonofthc OVACT~J. Committee with over l."i ycan oo 
the boan:I nnd b co-cbai:rpenon of the OVAC Crus, Country Commlttce wlth over 
20 years of .ervkc wilh the gtoll{I• 

A rttlplent, OO!lg: with bushand Butcb Jascpb, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Track Service Awm:I, m: ~ 
has been actlvc wllh the Oluo Auodatlon ofTntl and Crus, Country Coacha. 

She ii presently tbc =tar}' l'IOO membcnhip cl1aupenoo ol the OAT&CCC arnl 11Cn'e5 on the 
E.tecutive Board of the !itatewide orpni.aJ.lon. Donna aod Butch handle tlr rrg:J,IIl'ltioo for the &m1W1l 
lnld: clinic aneodc:1.1 by an eillmato:11,700 ~. 

She ~ed as Meet Manager for the Mldw~t Meet of C1lampiorn when Oblo bosted the event al Obio 
w~leyan Colleit and ai50 served aJ Oblo coach whco the meet W!IJ cootdtetl In lndit,napoll-i, lod. The 
Jc=plu were awrudcd the Ed &dcr Aw!lrd this year from the OAT&CCC. 

BesldeJ tn.cl nnd= country, Donna 11.!so ~ eervcd oo the commltta:s arid woded the amwal Sam 
Mornley OVAC Basktball AU-Star Kame:, and the Rudy Mumley OVAC Football All-Star gmie;,. She 
!100 nssislnl with the OVAC Volleyball 'Jbunwoellt:J IIDll team w.odrngs. The 1964 Sbatlyslde High 
g~eamctl berdcgrecfromOhloStatc Unlvenity in 1968 imdhc:rmai;ter'sdcgrce In 1983 frornOhlo 
Unlv~y. She WI!$ a mathematics Jrutructor ll1 Shadyside from 1968-9H. 

Earl Klevins (Offldnlsl 

ur-1 Klni#J (W,u.r,,:o:t Higb School, Clan or J9:l4J. ODc or the Ohio V1111ey'1 mos1 
promlnenl foofue.1.1 and ~l ofliriW durlnj a 35-yw- carec,- from 1938 to 1973. 

Klc\'W at!i:D1b1 Whce!.lni Hlgb Sdi<xJl f,- ooe mid I half~ hi:fin tr1mfcrrlng ta 
Warwood Hlih,froni wltll:hbegBdualed in 1934. He pb}'ed ~ i,;;bool barutball ct both 

""""'· &rl anmded Bethl.Py ~ wbere be played fDOtb,ill anJ ~ !IXIIII( wllh corn• 
petlnl! In track under k~ coadl JohD Knlpll. 

Kluim officiated ln hb nr>.1 buu!hall game In 1938 at the Ma<JL10!1 omna:lhim. The 
~ D11 that occl'lllon "-= 'Wheeling llijh and Brirlgqx,rt -1 hli DfficiatlJll: pul1>eT 
waa ll!IOlher OVAC full of f'llmc meniba, the We Walter Heil. Thirty.flve ycan bier wt-.:n be hun!! up hi, 
wlilitlc. K1evW ha<! offiriiteJ in= than I ,300 b4.sl«,1ball i= and S'IO foo1hall pm:, on the blib icb<xil 800 
ro!legwe level. 

Alo!>j: with ICO'lol u 1111 OVAC offidal, Kiev int offlcimd pmci In 1he Soothem Coofoe=, the West V!fill]ia 
lotcrcoikjlae A th Idle CD!lfn= ll1d ot many olhcr collcjel' lo the tri·IIWe !Im!. 

He !Ibo played irofotianally with tt,; ~II Blllet hmclball t=n ""'1 wm • Jooa:•thm r,uticiJ>lllll ln local 
iale:pctda,I lca(ocl ood tourrmmcms. 

Kkvi"" "111 a \oni-tlmc lhn<b.rt m, tbe arct1 tmnl, court,, winning mm1y local, ft'i!on.ol mid natiooll tooma· 
mcru. ln 197~, Earl ll!l<I hl.'I puma won the Unitetl Sta!a Imllooa1 doubk1 tltle lo the 75-and op JiC' bfai:ui. The 
lotirTwncITt wu held In Myrtle~. SC. Al age 45, be <1-'0II the Wc:sl Vlrpnla. w.le iillgkl Jitie 1111d lalllOd wllh 
the Ilk Lmw Mcrror for &.:.:iblcs t.:n:n ID !heir aae .:m<JP- F.arl mo <1-'DII muncrou, ~Y Parl TCllllll a~ 
champloruhip tJuooi,h bill mkJ.80, al WbiclJ time be retlmi from oompctiti\e teJm!3. 

The CDll\Jnlrtee f,- the~ A. MlllTlky OVAC Buutbill C'lsmc prescotcd Klcviut with !he Rohen ~Bobby" 
Dawwn OffirulJ Award. Em !llld bi.I wife LllC)' hllve been manictl f,- moo, lhan 70 ycan. They tJixu lhrcc 
children: Eiu-J Jr., JWy 800 Robert.~ bavc been blcued with four i:r-Jd1ildrm 1111d five~ gnn<lchlldmli. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Sam Andy (C ... clu,s) 

Sum Andy (Wheclfog High Schoo!, Class of 1958), The winningest coach in Ohio Valley 
high school boys' basketball history with 6!! wim, over a 39•year career, Andy surp:med a 
record set by charterOVAC Hall of Fame inductee Richard L. ~Dick" Potts. 

Andy's head coaching career included two seasons at Fmt.eysbwg (0.) High School (1964-
1966), seven yearn at Wheeling High School {1969-1976) and the last 30 years at Wheeling 
pan; High School (1976.20'.l6}. 

Second all•lime for victories in West V~inia's big school c!as.s, Andy's reams won throe 
Class AAA state championships \1976 at Wheeling High, 1980 and 1995 at Wheeling Paik). 
The 1995 stare final was one of the memorable charnpionship games in W.Va. boys' basketball 
hisrury as Andy's Patriots defeated Beckley Woodrow Wilson 99-96 in a trip!e.nvertime mas
tetpiece. 

He nlso had one other Patriot squad finish as the state runner-up (1997) and four semifinalist teams (1988, 1990, 
1998 and 2000),Andy ooache<l in 921 games and hls club/! experienced nnly three losing seasons. Under his direction, 
Wheeling High and Wheeling l"Jrk qualified for rui OVAC record 20 state 1m1rtraments. Jn 37 Y= at the two Ohio 
County schoob,Amly produced 31 sectional championship tcamll, 28 Region One tiUists and si~ Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference division pennant wlnnern. 

Thmugh most of his career, the Wheeling Wildcats and P,.irk Patriots dominated their rivals in the conference, win
ning 711 pc,rent ufthelr games against OVAC nppunent,i. Thcy also annually playeJ a schedule that included many of 
the top basketball powera in the stat,,. Andy coached four W<!St Vi,ginia Player of the Year standnms and had 3 I play
eni eam college scholarahips, including several Division I !lalwwu. 

He twice was honored as the OVAC Coach of the Year ( !976 and 1995). In 2004, he was selected as the Upper Ohio 
Va!lcy Dapper Dan Club"s Co-Man of the Year along with Monroe Centr.11 Coach Jay Circosta. In 2007 he was the 
recipient of the Earl Haberlidd Coaches' Awurd presented by the connnittee directing the amlual Samuel A. Mwnlcy 
OVAC Basketball Classic, A 1958 graduate of Wheeling High School, Andy graduated from West Liberty State 
College in 1963. He was a basketball starter and letterman at both &(;hoo!11. 

Joe Fortunato (Athlete. 1940s) 

Jue FurtUll(liO (Mingo High School, Class of 1948). A nine-time lctterwinner in 
three sports at Mingo (football, basketball and baseball), he was an All-Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference performer as a foqthall and basketball player. 

Fortnnatu enrolled at Virginia Military Institute, but tr.msferrcd to Mississlppi State 
when the Keydets' head coach Slick Morton accepted the jnb with the Bulldogs. At 
Mississippi State, Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conference fol!back-Hne➔ 
hacker. 

The honornble mention All-America perfonner led Mississippi Stute in rushing and 
had u game high of 169 yards against North Texas State. 

Highlight of his collegiate career occurred when the Bu!ldop defeated national champion Tennessee 7-
0. Volunteers' Coach Genenll Tom Neyland praised Fortunato afier the game by calling him one of the 
greatest players his tcalil.'I at Tennessre had ever faced. 

Fortunato was drafted in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, but played one season in the Canadian 
League before signing with the National Football League tellffi. 

He started at lineback!:!r for 12 seasons (1955-1966) with the "Monsters of the Midway" and was named 
first team AU-Pro three times along with being selected for the Pro Bowl on five occasions. TI1e defensive 
captain of the BeW"!I was a!so captain of the last Pro Bowl team coached by the legendary Vince Lombardi. 

After his playing career, Fortunato spent two seasons on the BcW"!I' staff, coaching the linebackers one 
year und then serving as defensive coon.linamr the next year. 

Fortnnato also is the nn!y Ohio Valley athlete to he selected to the National Jtnlian American Sports Hall 
of Fame. He was the leading vote-getter in 1be Intelligencer's 1970 A!l-Time Ohio Valley Tcnm, whkh 
was selected by a vote of the area sports fans. 

Fortunato also is a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 

John Reger (Athlete. 1950,) 

Joh11 Reger (Linsly High School, Class of 1950). This al!-OVAC honoree in football 
and basketball was inducted imo the Wheeling City Hall of Fame in 1998. 

Regcr·s football achievements were remarkable considering that he was less than si.t• 
feet tull 1111d weighed just 125 pounds when he began competing as a high school athlete, 
but he had more important attributes such as a huge, competitive heart and the detenni
nationofa youth twire his size. He played fullback and linebacker al Linsly and captained 
the 1949 Cadet squad that lost just one game to Triadelphia {20. 19) in what was regartl
ed as the most mcmorJble high school football contest played during that era at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Reger went on to tl1e University of Piusburgh on a football scholarship and his freshman team in 1950 went 
undefeated. After just three V811lity games the following year, his collegiate career was ended by a knee injury. 
The Wheeling native rotumed home and was working in a gasoline statiun when his funner high school coach, 
Eu Rine. :manged a tryoat for him with !be Pittsburgh Steelers even lhough he had ni,t played football in three 
years. Displaying tiie same grit and determination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1995 season 
as oue of the Stcelcrn' startiug lil1cbackcrs. Dnring his nine seasons in Pittsburgh, Reger earned throe Pm n,,wl 
invitalions. He became captain of the Steelers defensive unit and was voted as the team·s MVP during the 1959 
season. Reger played in his fil'lt Pro Bowl in 1960 and made two more appearances in 1961 and 191,:!.. 

He sustained a life-threatening and near carecr•ending injury during his final season in Pittsburgh during a 
game against the E.:igles ut Franklin Field in Philadelphia. Reger was hit in the head and had a spa£m in his throat 
that cut off air. Fmtuuately, the umbulance they sent for iuchnh:d oxygen and he was revived. Following lhat 
ham,wing incident, every team in the NFL was required to have oxygen on the side!lnes. 

Reger was placed on waivers by the Steelers prior to the start of the regular season in 1964- and he was pichd 
up by tlie Washington Redskins, for whom he played ihree more yeara before retiring. Overall. he pbycd 12 sea
oons in the NFL. 

Robert 'Bo' Mcconnaughy (Athlete - 1960s) 

Rubert 'Bo' McConnanghy (Wheeling Ccntr-.il High School, Class of 1966). He was a 
two-sport phenom for the Maroon Knights in the mid I 960s, starring in basketball and base
ball. 

McCommughy was a four-yeur !encnnan in both sports, gaining fin;t-team all-state hon
ors in baseball as II senior. That same year he gam~ second-team all-West Virginia lau
rels in hoops after helping lead the Mamon Knights to the West Virginia Catholic 
Toumarnent title. 

In baseball, McComwughy is conslderetl one of the best shortstops tile Ohio Valley prep 
r.1nks has ever prudnced. He went on to star at West Liberty State College in bol11 sports. 

In 1970, McComrnughy was named first-ll'llm all-WVIAC as a shortstop :md shortly 
thereafter signed a professional contract witl1 the Baltimore Orioles. A year previously, he was drnfted by the 
Cincinnati Reds in the 24th round, five munds alieacl of Ken Griffey, Sr. 

He spent three years in the Orioles' farm system before returning home nnc.l starri11g for the Warwoocl Reds of 
the Ohl□ Valley Baseball League. 

Bo was a secmid-team aU-cm1frrencc selection as a senior for the Hi!ltoppers' hoop team. 
Mcconnaughy ha.~ maintuined his relationship with West Liberty. finishing np hi.~ 25th year .rt the l:li!ltoppers" 

bar.cball helm. 
He has ueeumulared more than 51.10 ¼ins at his alma 111lller to go with five confrreru:e cmwns and a berth in the 

1990 NAIA World Series. ~kCommighy led the Iliad: &. Gold to !heir first-ever NCAA Regional Playoffs in 
1998. 

McCommughy was electer.l to the W~st Liberty State College Hall of Fatne in 1988. He has b.:en named WVIAC 
Coach-of-llle-Year Oil four on:asions. 

In addition to baseball, he has cwchcd football, tmck Md ,ru:n·s 1111d womcn·s bashtball at West Liberty. He is 
currently in charge of the WLSC lntramurJ.b Program. 
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Bill Hinegardner (Coa,he,) 

Hill Hinegardntr (Meadow Bridi,,e H!gh School, Class of 1960). Referred to by the late Bill 
Van Horne us W.Va. Wrestling's ~Man of Char-.icter," Hinegardner reecil'ed hls bachelor's deg= 
from Omron! College in 1%5 and master's degree fmm West Vitgin1a Uni,·e111iiy ia 196/i. "!be 
formerConcon! basketball and ba.seball player entered the Marshall County School System a.s a 
mathematics tcm:hcr in the 1964-65 school year. He served a.s un assistant coach in wrestling and 
football at Mrnmdsvi!le High for three years before taking over the head wrestling position when 
the consolidated Jolm Marsh:i!l High School opened its doors at likl outset of the !968-69 school 
year. During his !4 years as head coach, the Monarth pmgnan became mie oftlie lllllSt succeS£. 
fu! in the OVAC arul also in the Wlte of West Viq,'lni:I. Hinegurdner•~ Warns won four W. Va. Cliw 
AAA clmmplomhips (1972, 1'113, 1974 aud !979). The Monarchs were Woo mnnera-np four 
limes arul finished lower than si~th place only once in !he W. Va. SlalC Toumament. llw Ron Maud OVAC Wreiatling 
Tournament saw llinegmtlncr"s JohnMnrnhall powerllouse11 take the ovcrnll leatll tit!efourtimcs (1972, '73, '74, '77)arul 
finish second five times. The Monan:!u also earned five OVAC Class 4--A titles and emc,ged ll!I Oass 4•A Dual Meet wiu
nern five tiines. From December of 1971 through December of 1'116, Hinegonlne.·s wrestlers went through 41 stmlght 
dual matches without a defeat. !fol overnll dual meet roconl Wa£ 133·29-l. llinegardner·s program pmduecd 20 irulivid
ua! stare champioo.,. Jn !996,he was a member of the !are Mike Linsky's staff that !ed Jolm Marslmll to the W. Va.Oass 
AAA football title. He served ns Picsident or Dlrecror of the W. Va. Wm;tling Coaches Assoc~ the Region One Coache., 
Association; Marnhall Cuunty Cnad1tos Association; Cu-Director of the OVAC and W. Va. Staw Tuwnarnents; Ext:CUtive 
Iloanl Member of the OVAC and the WVSSAC for Wrestling. Hls awards include N.u:ional Wrestling Hall of Fame 
Lifetime Service in Wrestling Award (2004); Natiowtl High School Coaches Assochltion Disnict 3 C()al;b of the Year 
(1976); OVAC Coach of the Y,:ar (1974); W. Va. Wrestling Coach of the Year (three tinies); Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 
Dan Achiel'e.ment Awards (two times); Mr. Mat Award for contributions to the sport of w1cstling in the OVAC (19114); 
Uppc-r Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Carl R. Hamlll Award (21Xl0); Moundsville Area Junior Chamber of Commerce Jim Edge 
Award (!977) given for outstanding work in religious and yrn1th activities; 111ld the John Marnhall High s~hool Wall of 
Fame (F"mt Clan, 2005). After retiring from Manhall County in 1999, Bill went to work for the Switzerland of Ohio 
School District at River High a., a Guidance Counselor until he retired in 2004. 

Don Fleming (Athlete - 19sos) 

D,m Fkming (Shadyside High School, Class of 1955). The two-time All•Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference first team honoree in football, Flemlng was captain of the Tigers' nnde
feah.'d l-oJlfere,icc champions in I 954. He also played C<:Dll!r for the Shadyside squad lhat won 
an OVAC division title in basktba!l. Thfa vernatile athlete played in the Ohio East-WcstAU
Star baseball game held in Columbus and performed in the Ohio-West Virginia AU-Star 
Football Game held during the summer of 1955 at Wheeling Island Stadium. Fleming went mi 

to the Univernicy of Florida on a football llCholarship. He was a three-year starter and a two
way end performer for the Gators. He was elee1ed captain of the 1958 te111n that played in the 
Gator Bowl and was a member of the AU-Southeastern Conference tc11111 that same year. He 
Wa<I dratkd by the Chicago Curdinals of the National Football League and the Boston P,dlriots 
of the American Football League. However, Fleming elected to remain in college to complete work on his degree Will 
play baseball. As a senior, Fleming ulso was chosen captain of the Florida baseball te-.nn !hat won the SEC duunpi• 
oaship nml earned a berth in the NCAA toumanient. In the spring of 1959, Fleming earned a degree as a construction 
engineer. When !'au] Brown, owner-roach nf the Cleveland Bmwns, traded for Fleming's NFL rights, Fleming 
bypassed signing with !be baseball Baltimore Oriole~ and decided to play professional football. Despite never llnving 
p!ayeJ defeasive back, he started as a rookie "''ith the Ilmwns at safety arul made the NFL AU-Rookie team in 1960. 
After his thin! sea.scm with the Bmwns, Flcining was named to the AU-NFL fin;! team. In that off. season, while work
ing ml a construction job building at a bank in Florida, Fleming wa11 killed in an electrical accident. Bom June 11, 
1937, Fleming was just 25 ycara old at the time of his passing. Despite having played just three SC11S011S with the 
Ilrowns, he had such an impact cm the frJJichise that they nnined their practice field, Fleming Field, in his honor lllld 
retin,d No. 46. which was hls number. ·The University of Florida named its immmural field, Fleming Field, and the 
Florida Alunnti Association established an awanl in his name that is given annually to the senior in any spofl 
exemplifying the best le~ip qualities. He also wns selected for iaduction imo the University of Florida"s Hal! of 
Fame and is a memberof the State of Florida's Athletic Hall ofFame. Shadyside High School retired Ills number (59) 
mid named its atli!etic complex Fleming Field. 

Bob Kelley (Athlete - 1960s) 

Bub Ktlky (Weir High School, Class of 1961). Kelley made the most of his gifted 
and speedy legs to carve his niche into the Weir High and OVAC record books in two 
sports. He was a star both on the gridiron mid the track cinders for the Red Riders. 

Kelley - coached by the legendary Jim Carey - rushed for 2,730 yartls lllJd 42 
career touchdowns. Kelley led Weir to a 10-l season and the West Virginia state 
championship in !960. lie gained 1,259 yanls that )'CJll" with 22 l!)Uchdowns. 

In the 40-0 rout of Nitro in the state championship game, Kelley was a one-man 
wrecking crew. He tallied fourTDs and passed for a fifih. 

Kelley was also a two-way starter as a junior for the Red Riders. He was the second 
underclassmen iu state history tn receive the Kennedy Awun.l (1959), bestowed each year on the state"s 
premier prep football player, and the first winner from the OVAC. Tiie first-team ul!-West Virginia and all• 
OVAC honoree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magazine AU-American honors U.'l the Red Riders were 
ranked !Ith nationally. He played in the OVAC All-Star Gunie and left with Most Valuable Player accolades. 

Kelley a!sn made hi~ mark in trnck his senior season. He established a Steel V.tlley League rccon.l of9.95 
seconds for the !00-yard dash and au OVAC meet standard of IO.l seconds at the same distance. 

He was voted most valuable performer at the OVAC nice! where he won three gold meda!s and one silver. 
He went 011 to win four regional track titles and four more medals in the state moot, including m:□nd place in 
the JOO-yard dash. 

After graduation fmm Weir, Kd!ey matriculated to Cameron Junior College in Oklahoma. He led the Aggies 
to t11e JUCO championship, heating Bakersfield, 28-20, in a ganie played iu the Rose Bowl. Kelley 100 
Cameron with 712 yat"ds on the season, caming first-lean! all-Oklahonta Conference team honors. He was also 
honored on the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All-American team as n first-team halfback. 

lie later llllcnded Oklahoma State and Colorado, but was sidelined due to injuries. 

Gene Cattane (Athlete ~ t970s) 

Ge1111 Clll14ne (St. Onirsvi!le High School,Class nf 1977). Cattaue put together an impn,s
sive fo,u-.yearcareer on the diamoml a.'i a shortstop and pitcher for the Red Devils. 

Some JO yearn later, he still ranks in Ohio·s top !O ln two suuis!ical categories - No. 4 on 
the all-time career hit llst with l72and No. 7 in RBI wltl1 145. In 109 ,:arsity g111nes,Cattane's 
career numbers a!w indndcd a batting average of .431 with 127 runs scored, 29 home runs, 
13 lriples and 25 doubles. As a pitcher, he compiled a !4--! I career record. 

He was a four-time all-Valley selection (second team as a freshman u11d fost team the next 
tha.."C years, including serving as captain as a senior) and he was selected to participate in fonr 
Eastern Ohio Baseball League All-Star Games. Cuttane wa£ also tabbed for the Ohio All-Star 
Series in Columbus, equivalent to gaining all-state honmll at that time. 

As a senior, Cattane helped the Red Devils to the OVAC Class 3·A championship and a 23-9 overall recon!. He 
hatted .478 (fifi11 in the vnlley) with valley-leading totals of 54 hits, 10 home runs, 38 RBI and 35 runs mired. He 
also had four triples, six doubles and 16 stolen bases. On !be mound, he was 6-2 with a I .73 E.RA. in 52.2 lnnings, 
striking ont 7! while walking 27 and allowing 3! hits. Cattane"sju11ior numhcN included a .455 averai,,e {fifth in the 
OVAC) with valley bests in hmne runs (8) and RBI (36) nlong with 40 hits, five doubfos, three nip!ell ,mcl 26 runs 
scored. As a B<Jphomore. he hit .349 wi!h valley highs iu honte runs (9) and RBI (46) along with 38 hits, four dou
bles. three triples and 32 runs sctired. Ui.'i freshman tntah included a .449 nver.ig:e {fourth in the OVAC) and valky
!cading m:l!b in hits (40) and runs scored (34) along wilb IO doobli.-s, tlm,e triples, two home runs and 25 RBI. 

ln addition to his high school cxploits,Cattane was also a standout American Legion player. He was named Ohio 
Americau Legion Player of !he Year in 1976 nfu:r leading Mayrum.1 Post 666 lo a £!llle mruier-up finish with a 28-7 
reronl, batth!g J50 for the season iacluding .433 in seven tournament gaule!i. He also played for more tllnn 10 years 
with M.:iyruml oftlte Ohio Valley Ilascball League arnl was a pel"Cllllial all-wir. 

Cattane, inducted into the SL C. Hal! of Fame in 2006,dk-d iu a coal mini11g ru:ddent on Sept. 10, 199() at the age 
ofJ!. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
John Leon (Athlete - 1970,) 

John Leon (Brooke High School, Class of 1976). This Bruin starred in three sports, 
etching his name into lhe OVAC annals u one ofthc premier football linemen and track 
weightmcn ever to compete in the conferem:e. 

Leon who was nlso a standout grappler at Brooke - was a two•way Hne star for 
tile powerful Bruins, earning n myriad of all-star accolades, including lhe 1975 Ken 
Hunt Awnnl, going to the Lineman of the Year in We,t Virginia, making Leon tl1e first 
OVAC winner of the prestigious honor. 

Leon led Brooke to a 9-1 season en route to the OVAC championship in his junior 
campaign before earning a!J-conference and all-state laurels as a senior. The puwerful 
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC All-Star game, captaining the Mountaineers to victory. 

He was just as impressive in ttack circles, rel'.riting the OVAC record boob in the shot put 1111d discus. In 
the 1976 state meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-1, breaking the W. Va. standard by some two foci. The 
record lasted two ycar.s before being eclipsed hy future Olympian Randy Barnes. Leon won three state throw
ing titles, two in the shotput and one in the discus. 

Leon was also a fon:e on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark as a junior and senior heavyweight. 
Upon graduation from Brooke, Leon accepted a football scholarship to Notre Dame. He was a three-year 

letterman for the Fighting Irish as a gunnl. The Trish won two Cotton Bowls and one Gator Bowl during his 
career at South Bend. After graduating from Notre Dame. he received his MD degree from West Virginia 
University in 1984. 

He has been a radiologist for 20 years. He is the rnrrent president of Radiological Physicians Associates. 
He is past president of the West Virginia R.ldiologica! Society, past president of the Marion County Medical 
Society as well as past president of the Fairmont Field C!ub. 

Leon and his wife Marcy have been married for 22 year.s. They have four children: Johnny, Camille, Isahella 
and Joseph. 

Anthony Reed (Athlde - 1980,J 

Anthony Reed (Wheeling Park High Sdmol, Class of 1989). Reed kft a lasting murk 
on the athletic scene both for the Patriots and the OVAC, evident when he became the 
first pc.tSOn inducted into tlie Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for his 
exploits ln basketball and track. 

On the basketball court, Reed was a 1wo-time first team Al!-W.Va. Oas$ AAA selec
tion, serving as captain as a junior. He was a two-time USA Today W,Va. Player of the 
Year 1111d the Gamrade State Player of the Year as a senior. He also gained first teamAll
OVAC and AU-Valley accolades twice and was a tri-captain on The Intel!igenccr·s a!l
decadc team of the 1980s. 

The 6-4 wing scnred I ,29() pnints in two seasons, including what stll! st1111ds as a 
schnol·re(.'<)rd 663 pnin1s (a 28 .9 per-game average) as a seninr. He a\'eraged 115 rebounds per game that year 
and also set what was then an OVAC•record 88 three-point goab as a senior, As a junior, Reed was selected 
to the West Virginia Class AAAAl!-Tnuruament team. 

In track, the talented Reed was a stellar performer in the high jump, hurdles and relays. 
A two-time West Virginia Class AAA state champion in the high jump (including a meet-recnrd 6 fi. 9 in. 

effort), he also set what was then a valley-record with a 6 ft. 11 in. leap. Reed plnced i;econd in the I ID-meter 
high hurdles at the state meet (14.65 seconds) and was 011 state ehamplonshlp relay teams to help Park finish 
a dose second in the Class AAA state meet in 1989, 

TI1e Park product also mn<le his presence felt at the collegiate level, starting and lettering for three years at 
Clev~land State University. He scored I ,090 pnints {ranking him !0th on the ulJ.time CSU scoring list at the 
time}, averaging 15.6 points per game as a senior to earn second team All-Mill Continent Conference acco
lades. As a junior, he nveraged 132 points per gnme 1111d received the Paul Stewart Award presented to the 
player whose unsung contributions did the most to further the success of the team. Reed also won the Mid
Continent Conference high jump championship as a junior. 

Chris Enochs (Athlete - 1990s) 

Chri, Enoehf (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1994). Enochs excelled iu three sports 
for the Golden Bellrll, hut !twas baseba!l wb.ere he would make his biggest impact. 

Enochs' seniOT season diamond exploits earned him first team all-West Virginia Class 
AA accolades and he was ru:,mcd the urlayerofthe Year'' by both Gatorade aru1 USA Today 
and was selected as the runner-up for that honor by the W. Va. Sportswritcn Association. 

Also a first team al\-OVAC Class 3-A fim teamer and "Player of the Year~ and an all
Valley first teamer and "big school" captain, Enochs led tlie valley with 11 home runs and 
42 RBI while batting .442. His pitching totals indudcd a 6-4 r:cord and a 1.22 ERA. with 
!06 strikeouts and 26 walks in 63 innings. He pitched a perfect game for Oak Glen against 
Toronto. 

On lhe baskctba!I rnurt, Enochs was first team all-OVAC nnd a!l-Valley aru.l was an honorable mention all-West 
Virginia Clan AA choice. He averaged 192 pnims 1111d 13.2 rehuunds per game WI a senior and finished his career 
wi!h l ,{)47 puints. 

On the football field, Enochs earned first team all-West VIJ"!linia Class AA WI a quarterback after lerul[ng Oak 
Glen to its first-ever WVSSAC playoff appearance. Alw a fim team a11-0VAC Class 3,Aand all-Valley pick, he 
led !lie valley with 1,729 passing yards. 

Drafted by the Oeveland Indians in 1994, Enochs opted for a scholanhip to West Virginia University where he 
became the Big East "Pitcher of the Year", first team All-East Region aru1 w;n a second team AU-American pick 
by Baseball America, The Spurting News aru.l tlie National Colkgiate Baseball Writers. Named the lellm's co
MVP, he was 12-1 on the mound with a 3.03 E.R.A. and lO complete games, including a no-hiller against 
Villanova. As a junior he was named the Big East Tournament's MVP and Outstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 21 
wins, including 14 complete games, in his three-year Mountaineer career. 

Following his junior year, he became the highest drafted player in OVAC history, selected No. 11 in the first 
round by the Oakland Athletics in 1997, The 6,3, 225-pound right-hander with a 93-mile per hour fastball played 
nine seasons in the minor leagues, the first se\·cn in the Oakland organization and then one year each for llouston 
1111d Pittsburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 45-52 r:cord and a 4.91 E.RA., posting 661 strikeout:i while 
walking 380. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champion Sacramento Riven:at3 arnl 
played for the Puerto Rican Winter League champion Ponce Lcnnes. 

Enochs also played for Team USA, winning a silver medal at the 2001 World Cup in Tuiwan. 
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Jennifer Hyland Brown (Athlete. 1980,J 
Jennifer llyland Brown (River High Schoo!, Ci ass of 1986). She ranks among the all➔ 

time grellts in girls' tra,;:k, having e~ce!led at the c.mfcrence, league and state levels of 
competition as a sprinter. 

In four years at OVAC Championship meets, Hyl1111d scored a whopping 126 pnlnts ns 
River won two Class 2-A lcllm titles (1983 and '86) and finished as runner-up twice 
(1984 illld '85). During her freshman, sophomore 1111djunior years, she won the 100,200 
and 400-meters and was on the winning ](,l){J-meter relay team. \\lhi!e as a senior, she 
won the 400 and J6(X)-relay and was second in the 100 and 200. 

In state meet competition, Hyland Wall the 400-meter 11mner-up as a freshman in 1983; 
first in the 400, second in the !00 and third in the 200 all a suphumore in 1984 (h(.,'f 24 pnints single-handedly 
gave River a third place finish in the state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and first in the 400 wi!h a 
state-remrd time of 55.65, and on the sixth place 16CX)-meter relay team as a senior in 1986. 

Hyland also sparkled in Ohio Valley Track League (OVTL) Championship meet.'l for the Lady Pilots, 
winning the 200 1111d 400 all four ye~ while taking the 100 the last three. 

She nlso enjoyed tremendous success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top S<."Orer as a 
sophomore after winning the 100,200 and 400; duplicating the top scorer feat as ajunlorby winning tl1e same 
three events (including a meet record in the 200); and S<.-oring the same "triple" as a seninr (beucring her mark 
in the 2.00). 

She was selected All-Ohio iu (he 400-meters all four yearE by the Ohio Association of Track and Cni~s 
Country Coaches. She was also anAll-Di~trict and All-Valley himuree in mu!!iple events. Ju 1984, Hyland was 
named honorable mention High School All-America and in 1986, she was invited to participate in the Midwest 
Meet of Champions in Indiana, 1111 event showcasing the hest senior athlete,1 from Ohio, JndiaM Md ll!inois. 

A member of the River High School Wall of F11me, she receivct.111 r,chol111,hip to run track at West Virginia 
University where she competed for one season. 

Jose Davis (Athlete - 1990s) 

Jr,se DavU (Bellaire High School, Cialls of 1996). Davis put together some eye-popping 
numhern in bnth football aru1 basketball, earning him AIJ-Ohiu recognition in both sports 
during his stellar career. 

On the gridiron, Davis was a three-year starter at quarterback, leading his team to a record 
of 30-5. As a senior, he led the Big Reds to a third straight OVAC Class 3-A championship, 
first nmlefeated regular season and firnt-ever OHSAA playoff appearance (Bellaire 
advanced to the Division IV state championship game, losing a 50-44 double-ITT thriller to 
Vcrsail!cs). He fiuished the searon 253-of-406 passiug for 3.551 yards and 32 TDs while 
adding another IO scores rushing. Davis earned A!l-Ohio Division IV Offensive Player of 
the Year honors and was runner--up for the prestigiou, Mr. Foutba!l award as a senior. He 
also received fi~t team AU-Eastern District,All-OVAC Class 3-A and AH-Valley big school accolades on multiple 
OCC11.1ions. The talented signal-caller set BUS career records for most yar1b gained (7306), pass attempts (790), 
pass completions (455), highest completion pcrccutage {55.7), pasaing yards (6,769) anll TD passes (60). 

On the hardwood, Davis started and lettered four yearn. racking up 1.457 points, 479 rebouuds. !67 assists and 
151 steals (all ranking in the top fi\'e on the BBS career llst). His all-star nccolades in basketball included first team 
All-Ohio Division Ill, AU-Eastern District, AU-OVAC Class 3-A aru1 All-Valley big school. He was also named 
third team All•American as u senior. 

Also a three-year lettcnrnm in baseba!I at Bellaire, Davis continued hb can.>er at Kent State University. A three
year staner and letterman for the Golden Flashes in f{ll,tba!l, he put up equally impressive numbers including 
single-game r:curd for most pass atlt:mpts (59), comple1ions CM) and TD passes (7); single·seasoo marks for 
olfensi\'e yards (2,883), pass anempts (365), pass completions {194), passing yards (2,707) and ID pasaei (32); 
and career records for offensive yards (7,731}, passing yards (6,722) and ID passes {52). He had a Mid•Amcrican 
Conference record 551 yanls passing in 1997 against Central Florida and when he left KSU, he ninked !0th in 
MAC history in passing yards and was third in TD passes. 

Davis aho doubled as puint guard on the Kent Stall': basketball team in 1997-98. 
Ptofossionally, Davi11 played for the Winnipeg Blue Bombern of the Canadian F{ll1\ball League in 2000 and 2{)()1: 

for the Ohio Valley Gre}'hounds of the Naticmal Indoor f~Kitbal! League in 2002. lealling the team to the league title 
by paning for l />68 yi"U"!.ls 1111t.l 37 IDs and C111Ulng championship game MVP honors; for the Indiana Firebinb or 
the Arena Football League iu 2003, the Colorado Crush in 2004 and 2{Xl5; Dnd the Grand Rapids Rampage in 2006. 

OVAC Museum Seeks Memorabilia 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation's largest 

high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its 
member schools - past and present - and is currently seek
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display 
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase 
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office 
at 740-671-3269. 

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse 
of WesBanco Arena before you leave tonight's OVAC Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony. 

Bob Hedmond (OVAC 'Fnmlly'J 

i1a!~fJ~':: ~et;:;fy" ti:~ ~~J~~~k~i::Cb~A9:J~:i~~ ~t~~ 
half- mile title and played in the 1948 OVAC Charily All-SW foottiall Gante in which he ,u.11ained 
tom knee cartilage. 

pla~uii~t':;.J~7e'::!?! :::mthetiJ1~~~~1n~d1~1lcd at Shepherd College where he 
In roaching, Hedmond met wilh sm:c,:ss nt evczy ,top. Ile was especially adept at staning m:o

phyte _programs or rebuilding teams th.al needell a ;park, Ile coached foutball, track amllor 
wmtlmg Ill several school.,, mduding Own Hill (Mt.I.). East LlVCf!l()Ols Bnioke and Steubenville. 
lktlmond st311cd the program Ill Own Hill and took his t;:nm from 1111 0.5-4 rerun! the first year 
to a 5-3-L He becante lhc first head football coach al the consolidated Brooke Hi~h School in 
l %9 and led the Bruins Ill an OVAC championship. Hcdmoml took over at Steubenv,!!c in 1981 am! directed Ute Jeff= 
Cuulll',' gquad for two yea~. His IC":"" rompiled an 18-4 record and qualified for Big Red'5 first two post-season berths 
since Ohio adopted a playoff system m !lu, 1970s, While at East Llv~qx:,n!, Hedmond lettered 18 sophumon:s as the Pottc111 
turned in a 3-7 n=nl. The following season,!liey rebounded to finish at 7.3_ Overall, hi., rerun! as a head foolhll!! coach 
was 44·22·.'5. During hi., time as trackeo&h wilh the Potte~,his teams went through four straight seasons without kl$ing 
a dual meet. 

Sm:ce:ssful as he was wilh a coaching whistle amund hi, neck. Hedmund was even more effective a5 an administrator. 
Witl,in the OVAC, he served as a class repreiientlth·c. was a long-time memh« of lite OVAC foundation Executive Uuani 
and, fill" several y=, he directed giant OVAC Wrestling Tnumwncnt- lledmoml served as Athletic Director at 

?u~~ ~~~ ~:J:!1/iIJ!:i:s~~~~~~~~;tii;!f'al~\t~eirt:Pt~k'6~~ 
Mr. Mat Awanl; Ohio Eastern Oisttkt Couch of the Year; Eastern District Ath!ctlc Dirnctl,r of lhc Year and an Outii!amling 
Ad1ievem<:ntAwanl fmm Dapper Dan. Before his passing, llcdmmltl was inducted into the Ohio Athletic Administratlll1l 
!fall of Fame. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
James 'Jimmy' Stewart (Media) 

J"mes C. "Jimmy" Stewart (Trirulclphla lllgh Schou!,Class of 1918), Stewart devot
ed nearly a half-century to the newspaper profession, serving with great distinction. 

He began his career associated with lhe Wheeling News and Tue Register, which then 
were scparnte newspapers. Stewart was sports editor of the now-defunct Wheeling 
Telegraph from 1921 through 1929 and later became the sports editor of the News
Register. lie eventually concluded his long career as the associate sports editor of the N
R where be worked alongside fellow Hall of Farner Bill Van Horne. 

In the early year:s of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater friend than 
"Jimmy" Stewart, this according to Van Horne hlmse!f. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept 
the weekly standings on football and basketball until his retirement on December 31, 
1968. Ste wan also painstakingly kept record books that proved invaluable to anyone interested ia Ohio Valley 
sports lore. He also was recognized as a walking encydopedia on local athletics. His head was a storehouse 
ohports iufonnution. What wasn't committed to his memory t-ould be found in his pncket•Sited record books 
and envelopes which filled his desk and filing cabinet. 

Beginning in the early 1920s, Stewart's "Lookin' Em Ol'er" column was one of the most widely•read 
throughout the afCJI. In later years, he penned a gnlf column, "The 19th Jfolet which appeared in the news
paper every Sunday from the spring months into the fall. He also initiated a popular Mmiday column on area 
collegiate sports which he titled, "With the Co!kges." 

He was also involved with the scheduling of basketball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley 
Board of Approved Basketball Officials. His love of sandlot baaebal! was we!l known, as he almost meticu
!ous!y covered happenings in the old Intelligencer and United Mine W(lrkers baseball leagues. 

A quiet man who never cast himself in the limelight during his c.i.rccr, Stewart wns honored with a special 
award al the time of his retirement from an appreciative Oblo Valley Athletic Conference. lie also n,-ceived an 
award of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club. 

Robert 'Bob' Kettlewell (Coache.) 

R1>berl S. "JJub" Kettlewell (Linsly Militory Institute, Class of 1947). During his 20 years 
ns the head coat·h at Wintersville High School (1956-75), Kcttlcwcll's teams posted a 143-
40-!0 record, the !hird--best winning percentage in Ohio Va!ley history for coaches wi!h JOO 
or more wins. His teams earned nine league championships (four in the Big Eight and five 
OVAC titles). Wiuternvil!e won its first OVAC crown under Kettlewell in 1956, got its sec• 
ond in 1'166 and tl1cn captured three in a row from 1970 through 1972, which equaled a 
record heW previously by Bellaire and Manin!! Ferry. 

Kettlewell had three undefeated tea.mi at Winter~vil!e - 1957, 1967 and !972 - and 
seven dubs !ha! sustained ju,t ,me loss. Frum 1966 through '73, the Wmiors lost only II games. Umkr 
Kettlewcll's di=tlcm, Wintersville scon..'d in u record 140 straight games, ending with a i;.coreless tie against 
Bellaire in a contest thut saw the Gold Warriors denied what would have been a game-winning and streak-contin• 
uing touchduMJ because of a penalty. 

Among the stars coached by this highly-regarded mentor Willi Dcmnie Young, the Ohio Valley c=er rushing 
record holder. Among the other numerous college athletic footha!l standouts !lltored by Keulewcll were Ohio State 
captain Afon Jack who p!uyed on an undefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alford, the first 
black to sign ut West Vlrginia University. 

Kettlewell also wus a sumdnut athlete while playing at Uns!y Military fnsti!llte. He lettered in four sporu and 
played football at West Virginia University, where he ulso lettered. 

Imlian Creek High Sc·honrs (formerly Wintersville High) football facility was renamed ·•Bob Ket!lcwell 
Memorial Stadium" in his honor. In !990, Bob was the founh Ohio Valley coach inductc<I into the Ohio football 
Coaches Association Hall of Faine. He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan llall of Fame in 1987. 

Tom Keane (Athlete~ 1940s) 

Thm Keane (Llns!y Military Institutc,Class of 1944). The Bellaire native was a mu!ti
sport standout for the Cadets and earned All-OVAC bask!:tb.all and footba!l on the first 
selections in 1943-44, He also was an All-City basketball selection. As a senior on a 7-
4 record Cudct football team. the two-way back nnd punter returned u pass interception 
106 yards to score in an 18-6 wln over Wurwood. 

He enrol!cd at Ohio State where he lettered a.~ a freshman before serving 20 months 
in the U.S. Navy. 

Upon dischnrge, he enrolled ut West Virginia University and lettered in 1946 and 
1947. becoming n r.rre letterman at both OSU and WVU. 

Keane was a third round pick and 18th overall Nutiunal football League Dnift sclecticm by the Lu.~Angelcs 
Rams in 1948. He played eight NFL seasons, and 87 games, as a defcnsh•e back·otrensive end including the 
first fourwilh the Ram~. In 1952, he pfayed with the Dallas Texaus before two years with the Baltimore Colts 
and ended his curccr in 1955 with the Chicago Cardinals. He was a two-time AH-Pro and played in the 1953 
Pro Bowl, ranked second in the NFL in pass interceptions twice, and played in lhree NI1.. championship 
games including the 1951 Rams' title team. From 1948-52, both Keane brothers competed in the NI1... 

He was n long-time assistant coach in the NFL induding Chicago Cardinals fmm 1957-59, Pittsburgh 
!965 nnd was an original member of the Miami Dolphins' stuff iu 1966 where he remained through 1985 ns 
defensive backs and special teams coach. In 1962, he became the first head coach of the Wheeling lronmen 
and served nntiljoining the Steelers' staff. The Ironmen went 9-4 in 1962 before winning the United Fomball 
Leagne title with a 12·1 record in 1963. In 1964, the Jromuen were 7. 7. 

Kcune died at age 74 in 2001. 

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete - 1950s) 

Tum fokubuwski (Adena High School, Class of 1958). A three-sport standout for the 
Golden Wave who starred in the first year the school joined the conference, which 
expanded to three classes in 1957-58. 

At Adena, he was a three-sport team captain in foolbal!, basketball and baseball aud 
earned 10 kiters- four in baseball nnd three each in basketball and football. 

The 1957 Adena football team went 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. lie wus 
u fu!lback-llnebacker•quarterback in football und w1 All-OVAC, AII-Va!ley Small 
Sd10ol and All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He was the MVP of the 1958 Ohio
W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 25-0. lie scored 13 polnts and starred as fu!lback
linebacker. 

In basketball, he was a two-time AU-East Obi0Athlc1ic Leugue honoree and averaged in douh!e figures for 
three seasons, including 11.3 point~ per game as a sophomore; 17.5 points as a junior and 19.2 points as a 
senior. 

In baseba!l, die pitcher-infielder wus an A!l-Ohln 11C!ec!ion as a senior and be also pitched in the East-We>t 
Al!·Star game in Columbus. He led the Golden Wave to a 12-1 record, losing in lhe regional finals to 
Northwestern High and fmnre Major League pitcher Dean Chance, He tossed two one-hitters io a three-day 
span and hud 32 2/3 consccntive scoreless innings in tcmrnwncnt play, which Tllllks second in the Oblo High 
School record book. 

He earned a football scholarship to Purdue University, where .he lct!eretl iu a wphumore and scninr fu!!
back-Hnebackcr whlle suffering a series of knee injuries. He was ieo:md on the i.:am in ruabing (31U ylll'd•l 
us a sophomore. He also played b.tseball Olli' seasoo a! Punluc. 

Yukubowski competed In the 1962 Bh:e-Oray AIJ.Sw·f-ornhal! Grune a.'ld tried ou! as a free agent with the 
Bn!Talo Bllls. 
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John Craig (Couches) 

John Craig (Follansbee High School, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illu~trious 
26-year career as a hcud wrestling coach, including two seasons at Hilbboro (Ohio) 
High School, 18 years at Steubenville Big Red and livo years at Indian Creek High 
School in Wintersvi!le. 

While at Big Red, his teams earned s!x over.ill championships in the OVAC 
Wrestling Tnumament. Steubenville also captured seven divisional titles and finished 

~itB\!0 ~~n~n~~l e~1/i~dlvij!~l ~~;:::1~: tl~1~~
1
likni1~ B?n~~~~,r~~th! 

Ohio state meet, five of whom earned indi\·idua! championships, and 2'.\ who were stare 
place-winners. His team finlshed in the !op five at the Ohio state tournament fonr1imes, 
includin? a r.mncr-up finish in 1988. 

Craig s 1989 squad finished the regular season ranked No. I in The Associated Press Division II wrestling 
poll und placed t!1ird at the state tournament. His overall dual meet record was 201-74•3 und he coached his 
teams ltl 42 timrnament championships, including nine district titles. Four times, his teams tnrned in unde
feated dnal meet rccurtls. Several of hls former wrestlers went on to compete in college at schools such ns 
Ohio State. Purdue, Army, Navy and West Liberty. One of his protl'.'go!s won a Big IO championship and oth
ers were p!uee-winners in the NCAA Division I, II, Ill and NAIA national tournaments. 

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on live occusions and wus presented the prestigious 
"Mr. Mat Award" in 2002. lie is a memherufthe Ohio Wrestling Coaches and the West Liberty State College 
Athletic Halls of Fame. In 1989, he wns selected as the East-Southeast Wrestling Coach of the Year and the 
Ohio Dll-ision II Coach of the Year. For 21 years, Craig served as a wrestling official on the youth, junior 
high. high school. college aml open levds. As a principal nt Indian Creek, he wus one of the foundel"!l of the 
Buckeye 8 Athletic League. 

As an athlete, Crnig wrestled at Follansbee High Schcml and WU-'l a th~-e-year lettemmn at West Llhcrty 
where he eamed WVIAC chumpimiships three times and twlce was the MVP in the conference tournament. 
In 1972, Craig wus the mnner-np in the NATA national meet, where be Cllrned All-American honors. 

William 'Bill' Thomas (Officials) 

tt'ilfia111 D. "Hill" Tho111W1 (Bellaire High School, Class of 1952). During a 48-ye!ll" 
career as a track official, Thomas served as the meet referee for nearly every major 
championsl1ip in the Ohio Valley. The list includes the Martins Ferry and Shadyside 
Relays; the St. C!uirn\·il!e, Barnesville and Wheeling Park Invitationals; Cul Giffin 
Track Classic; various OVAC championship meets; West Virginia Regionals am! the 
Ohio High School Athletic Association Eastern Sectional and District meets. 

lie wns a meet official fur HJ OVAC schools, including Bc!luire, Bamesvllle, 
Cambridge,John Marshall, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvue, St. Clairsville, Wheeling 
Park and Union Local and Tiiomas also worked as a meet official at the Mansfield 
Relays (15 years); Bellaire Relays {48 years); Ohio regional championships (10 years) 
and !lie Ohio high school state meets for bnys and girls (15 years). Thomas also served us meet director ns 
numerous Buckeye State district and regional events, along wi!b the OVAC Track Championships. 

Ile received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for service to tr.ick and field in 1983; WWI honorary referee nt the 
Bellaire Relays in 1996 and wus honored again during the 50-year celebration of the famed Bellaire meet in 
2004. "The former Bellaire High athletic great is n member of the school's Wall of Fame, 

Tiwmas anend Mississippi State on a football scholarship and also lc1rered there In trnck his freshman yem"s 
Aflcr two years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Army und served overseas before coming home und pfoy
ing 011 the !956 National Service football championship team, coached by Dnn Coryell, who later coached 
the San Diego Chargers. Thomas finished his college cureer ut West Liberty State College where he lettered 
iu fmnb.all nrul b3seba!\. He also had a lnng and successful career in coaching. Ile speut five years as an assis
tant in football and haskctbal! at Bellaire High. After that tenure, he wel!I tu St. Cluim·il!e as head baseball 
cnach nnd an nssistant in football and basketball. Bill later spent five years as heud football coach al 
Barnesville before becoming athletic director at Bellaire in 1973. He served as heud coach at Union Local 
frnm 1978 until !981 when he returned to Bellaire as u teacher uutil retiring in 1989. 

Nick Mnmley (Athlete - 1950,) 

Nick Mumley {Wheeling High School, Class nf 1955). One of the most honored 
three-sport athletes in !he long history of Wheeling High, he slurred in football, bas
ketball and track, eamlng three varsity letters in each. 

Ile was first team AU-State in football as a two-wuy end and he also received Al!
OVAC and All-City accolades. 

In hasketb.a!l, he wus first team u!l-dass All• West Virginia as n senior und WU-'l a two
time Al!-OVAC and A!l•City first team selection. He scored 15.8 points per game us n 
junior and 24.3 per outing as a senior. 

As a Wildcat senior in 1955, the 6,foot-6 center was the anchor uf tl1e final team coached by OVAC 
Legends' honoree Everett Brinkman which won its first 18 games before bowing in the re1,'U!ar season finale 
at Bellaire. The OVAC title-wiuning team won the sectional and regional titles before bowing in the first 
round uf the state tournament to Mullens to finish with a 22-2 record. 

lie al~o scored 30 points in 11 record-setting 146-1 JO victory over Weir High at Madison Gymnasium, a 
game whieh set Ohio Valley and West Virginia marks for combiued points in a game (2.i6). 

In track, he won two state one•dass shot put titles with murks of 51-3 112 in 1955 and 52-2 3/4 in 1954 
and two OVAC shot put crowus, including a conference-record toss of 53-5 1/2. 

Ile earned a football scholarship to Purdue University, where he lettered three years as a regular !wo--way 
end. 

He was the 51st overall NI1.. drJft pick in l959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opted to play in the new 
American Football Leagne where he competed three sensons from !960·62 with the New York Titans, 11 fore
runner of the Jets, as a defensive end-u!Tcmive tackle. He played in a totul of 42 AFL games. 

Bill Kennedy (Athld, - 1960,) 

Bill Kennedy (Warwood High School, Class of 1967). Basketball and Bill Keunedy 
arc synonymous. Some four-plus decades since starring at old Warwood High School, 
basketbull slil! is a major part of his life. 

Kennedy enjoyed a stellar prep career with the Vikings. The dazzling 6 ft. 2 guard led 
Warwood tc1 state Class AA hasketbul! tournament uppearnnces in both tlie 1966 aud '67 
campaigns. He capped his prep hoop career by sparking the Vikings to the school"s on!y 
state baak.etbull crown. That team fini!ihed with a stellar 24-2 mark, i1tcludlng dosing the 
season on a 15-game victory run. Warwoodcaptured its first OVAC hoop title in 21 yearn, 
wi!h Kennedy providing much of the firepower wi!h bls 26.2 points per game Ul'erage. 

The e~plosive buckcourt dandy garnered first-team All-West Virginia, All-OVAC, and 
AU·City plaudits. Just n s~ason prior, Kennedy led the Vikings ton 22-4 mark und the state semifinals before 
being eliminated by Mu Hem. He wns n first-tcwn All•OVAC honoree tlrnt year and wus nmned an all-state tour
uament sc!ection,an honor he dnplicat~'11 as a senior. Kennedy finished his illustrious Vikings' basketball career 
with more than J,ZCKl points. He was also un IICCtlmplished high jumper, as reflected in his thi!U·place finish in 
the state Class AA meet as a senior. 

Uis basketball achievcment!leamed him a spot with the West Liberty State College baski::tbal! team. He wast
ed no time in making his mark for the Hil!toppers, leading !he team in scoring in both bis fre.~hman and soph
omore seasons with 509 and 445 points. respectively. Kennedy eam~..i a!J.WVIAC and all•tnurnamcnt plandi1s 
as a fn:s!iman. 

His lwo Y= of irnprcssil-e play with WLSC prol'ided a springboard to a transfer to Arizona State Unh·ersity 
for t!1e 1971 and '72 seasons. Kennedy proved he wns oo small-school wonder as he led the Sun Devils in scor
ing both scw.mns. averagin11 t4.8 and 14.6 points per game. respectively. His two-year point total of765 is the 
nimh best for II Sun Ikvil ma twn-year c.i.rccr. Al! l()!d, he scored 1,719 on the collegiate level. 

lfo play at Antona State rnught the eyes of professional scouts. He was drnfu:d by Memphis of the ABA, 
hut opted for a career as a basketball uffici~l. Kennedy, who still resides iu the Phoenix =~,continues to be a 
l'x· IO ~-olkge basketball official. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Bob Rieves (Athlete - 1960s) 

B"b Rieves (Wheeling High School, Class of 1%9). Some 40 years after running his 
final prep race, Rieves remains the measuring stick for sprint greatness in the Ohio 
Valley. The 156-pound mercurial·heeled rocket was nothing short of sensational tludng 
bis career with the Wili.knts. 

Rieves was nearly untouchable his final two yenrs in the high school nmks. 
As a senior, Rieves turned in a performance that still ranks with the 11!1-lime great 

OVAC running fctes, He broke two state records in the state championship meet while 
tying a third. 

He blisterci.l the no-yard dash in a new state standanl of 21 .5 while he smashed tbe 
440 mark by 1.2 secomls via his 47.7 clocking. Rieves' scintillating 9.8 in the !00 
equaled the otate record. His assault un the state records resulted in him becoming the first OVAC athlete in 
28 years to be the state meefs high scorer. 

Rieves was also the West Virginia state champion in the 220 ns II junior. 
The Wi!UCat mr captured five individual OVAC sprint gold medals in bis final two yearn of high school. 

His impressive efforts helped lead Wheeling High to the 1969 OVAC team championship, the school's first 
such title in 23 years. 

His sprinting dominance is reflected in the fact that he was undefeated as II senior in the 220 ll!ld 440 and 
was never worse than second in the 100 in that lime. He tied for high•polnt honors in the prestigious Bellaire 
Relays his senior year while being the high scorer in every other meet that spring. 

Rieves' sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that his track jersey was retired at the llflnual 
Wheeling High nwanfa assembly. 

Rieves earned a track scholar5hip to West Virginia University. He competed for two seasons for the 
Mountaineers. He earned his bachelor of science degree in landscape architecture. He now resides in Brouk.Iyo 
and is employed by the New York City Parks & Re1:reation Department ns a capita! projects analyst. 

Joe Pettini (Athlete· 19711s) 

Joe l'cttlnl (Brooke High Sdmol, Class of 1973). Pcttini is witlmut question on the 
short list of the greatest prep baseball playern in Ohio Valley annab. Jfo high school 
diamund resume is overflowing with accompllst1mcnts which led to a sparkling co!le" 
giatr: career at Mercer University. 

TI1e multHn!ented Pettini started every game during his Brooke High career, some 
140 contests. He didn't skip a beat at Mercer, starting all 196 games for the Macon, 
Georgia•based institution. 

Pettini not only enjoyed individual success in his prep career, he also led the Bruins 
to a coveted state baseball championship. He was a two-time firsHeam al!-Wc:;t 
Virginia selection and was twice named captain of the all• Va!ley squad. He earned the distinction of being 
captain of both the all•Vnlley and al!•OVAC teams as a senior. 

After his brilliant Mercer career, l'ettlni was signed as a non-drafted free agent with the Montreal Expos in 
1977. He w!lll later tmded to San Frandsen, playing four seasons with the Giants. Pettlni finished his profes• 
sional baseball career by pluying three years with the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds. 

He then entered the coaching ranb, holding several different posts. His mllflagerial career commenced 
wilh Hamilton, Ontari" in 1989. He moved to St. Petersburg for the 1990 season and in Arkansas for three 
seasons. l'ettlni ended his minor league managerial career by golding the LuuisvHle Redbirds to the American 
Association champiomhip. 

l'ettini gained a plum assignment in 2002 when St. Cardinals' manager Timy LaRussa tabbed Pettinl to be 
his bench coach, a position he still holds today. He attained the ultimate in 2006. gaining a Wurld Series 
championshlp ring wilh the Cardinals. 

Joe and his wife Barbara have two children, Michelle {25) and Joseph James (20). They reside in Bethany, 
W,Va. 

Jay Peterson (Athlete M 19811s) 

Jay Petcncm (Cadiz High School, Class of 1980). A spectacular four-sport athlete, 
l'etr:rson made his biggest impact on tl1e football field. 

TI1e Hopedale native dazzled as a running back with numerous memorable perforrnllTIC
es, including a single-game modem Ohlo Valley-record 377 yanb against Mingo and games 
of288 aod 282 yanls. He $C0red six touchdowns in a game twice. 

Petennn broke a SO-year old Ohio Valley single-seaS<m rushing record held by OVAC 
"Legends" honoree George (Puck) Burgwin when he rushed for 2;14g yanis on 203 carries 
to lead Cadiz to an 8--0·2 record. He just missed the modem sing!e•seastm scoring record 
with 221 points (32 IDs, 28 PAT kicks), one point shy of OVAC Hall of Farner Terry 
Snively of Powhatan·~ mark of222 points. 

In his three--ye.u- gridiron career with. the Cardinals, he rumcd for 3,959 yards (second at the time on the Ohio 
Valley c~er fat) and ~cored 349 points. Peterson had his football No. 22 retired by the school. 

In track, he recorded the Ohiu Valley's fastest time in the HJO.mele!"ll as a SC'Oior (11 D sec(mds) Wld ulso had 
the fastest J[)().ynnl time (I0.3) that year. He won the OVAC C!aas AA JOO-meter race in 11.1 sel."Onds. 

He split spring du1y betw~n track and baseball 110d was anA!l•Valley honorable mention pick. hitting .352 and 
recnniing 25 stulen bases on llfl 18-7 recunl team. Peterson also participated in basketball as a soplmmure IIOdjun
ior. 

He earned a scholarship to Miami (Ohio) Univen.ity and was honored three times on the All•Mid-American 
ConferellCC football terun, including first team accolades in 1982, scc,:,mJ team in 1983 and honorahle mention in 
1981. A four-year lettel'Winner, he is fifth on the al!·time career rushing yardage llllt at Miami witl1 2,B74 yards. 

Following his graduation fmm Miami in 1985, Peterson went on to 110:im:hing career, first as high school llSsis
tant at Cadiz as well as Cincinnati Anderson and Cincinnati Withmw. He then spent eight years at Minm! of Ohio 
(1991,98), five yearn at Nonhwestem Univer,;i1y (!999-20(14) and he is currently beginning !fr, fourth year at 
Eastern Michigan University where he is tlie assistant head coach/defensive co,.miinutor/llnebackers coach. 

Suzie Dailer (Athlete - 1990,J 

Suzie l>aifcr (Wheeling Central Catholic High Sch1x1!, Class of 1991 ). She proved to 
be a true "queen of the court" in many ways, excelling for four years ln basketball and 
tennis and adding a couple of fine seasons in volleyball for good measure. 

In basketball, Daller gain A!l-West Virginia recognition a!l four years, including fin;t 
team in Class AA as a sophomore and senior and second team laurels as a junior. She 
was also a three-time All-OVAC and AU-Valley first team selection and a two-lime All
Mountaineer League pick. The valley's leader in three-point field goals all four years, 
~be scored 22J points per game ns a senior and finished her career with 1,381 points, 
the all-time girls' mark forthe Lady Maroon Knights. Dai\er led Central to three straight 
OVAC Clas~ AA championships and was a sophomore on the Knights' W, Va, Class AA 
state mnner-op squad in 1989, Central posted a 77-17 record during her career. 

In tennis, ~he ab[) lcucred four years and had tremcndou~ mccess in both OVAC and state tournament play, 
culminating in a W. Va. ~late double~ championship (with Pam Botch) a~ a senior as the Lady Knights fin• 
ishcd as the ~tale runner-up, She nlsn finished first or second in several OVAC and regional ltlurnamcnts in 
both singles and duub!es and helped the team to three OVAC titles and three top four finishc~ in lhe state. 

In mllcyball, she !euered twice and gained first team A!l-OVAC honors as a senior. helping the team to a 
37.5 record and the OVAC, W.Va. Sectiun I and Region I titles. und a Cla~s AA runner-up finish in the state 
toumament. 

Daller continued to star at St. Bonaventure University ns a four-year starter and lctterwinner. She finished 
as the school's fifth all-time leading scorer(! .422 points) and had !he flfth·best sing\e-scsison in 1992.93 (524 
points). She set record~ for single-game (8). sing!e,season (99) and career (291) thrce·pointeru; had the ~in
g!e-scason record for assists (163) and was second in career asaists (449). lier a!l·star hnnnrn at St. 
Bonaventure induded second team a!l-cnnfercnce as a sophomore and third team as a senior. The 199.5 
Division I Women'~ Basketball National Three-Point Shoollng champion, she was inducted inltl the St. 
Bonaventure Athletic Hal! of Fame in 2006. 
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Mike Kovalick (Athlete - 1910,J 

Mib Komffrk (Bellaire lllgh School, Class of 1975). Kovnlick has the disllnctlon of 
nut only being a two-spurt standout, but also a two•state standout. 

Kova\lck, the soo of legendary coach George KuvaUck, was a prep grid and mat per• 
former for throe years 111 Weir High before matriculating to Bellaire High for his seniITT 
year. Both schools benefitr:d from his pmwess un the gridiron and on the mat. 

Kovalick is a rare state champion wrestler in both West Virginia and Ohio. He turned 
the trick in the Mountain State as a junior for the Red Riders and capped his prep mat 
career with a state championship in the Buckeye State for the Big Reds. Both wrestling 
crowns came in the 185•pound classification. 

The powerful matman was near-perfect his final two years on the mat. He won 27 of 28 matches as a jun
ior before running the table in 111128 huuts us senior. He was an OVAC champion both winters after placing 
fifth llll a sophomore. 

He finished his Ulustrim1s wrestling career with II stellar 64·3·2 mark. 
Kova!ick continued his mat success on 1he collegiate Division I level. He wrestled for Bobby Douglas at 

Arizona Staie. Kuvalick finished as PAC- to runner-up at 190 poonds in hls senior season. 
Kova!ick - Bellaire High·s first•cver state wrestling champion - was inducted into the school's Hall of 

Fame in 1983. 
He Wllll also an all-star performer in football. The two-way lineman anchored the Wdr High trenches his 

sophomore nnd junior years and filled the same role for Bellaire in 1974. 
Kova!ick earned all-Valley and all,OVAC hunnrs his final 1wo years. Moreover, he was named all-Ohio in 

football his seniur campaign and he played in the OVAC AU.Star Game. 
Knvalick resides in Wheeling. 

Connie Doutt (Athlete M 1980s) 

Connie Doutt (Buckeye Trail High Sch(m!, Class of 198!). At a time when girls' 
sports were starting to take ho!d in high school athletics, Doutt WllS one of the first who 
excelled in three sports - basketball, volleyball and softball - but it was on the bas
ketball court where she had lier biggest impact. 

The school's all-time leading scorer witll l,!W2 points who also bad 538 career 
rebuund:;;, the 5-7 guard helped Trail to four straight trips to the OHSAA State 
Tournament under Coach Dave Linn, including a state champi(mship during lier soph.o• 
more season in I 979. 

In her freshman year, Trail posted a 22· 1 record, witl1 Doutt scoring 284 points and 
gaining Associated Press All•Ohin honorahle meation. She scored 31 I points as the Lndy 
WarriITTs went 23-1 in winning the state title in her sophomore season, with Duutt named the state tournament 
MVP and again gaining honorable mcntinn All-Ohio accolades. 1be team went 26-1 wilh Doon as a junior 
scoring 432 points. She re1:eived first team All-Ohio from United Press International and finished as runner-up 
as the "Player of the Year" to Trail teammate Lnri Heady. She was also a third team AH-Ohio pick by AP. 

Doutt moved to tl:e head of the class, so to speak. as a senior w!ien she scnred 815 points and was first team 
UPI All-Ohio and "Player of the Year" as well as first team AP AU·Ohin and first team AJI.QVAC. Tirnt year, 
Trail posted a 23-4 record, meaning the Lady Warriors' rccurd during Dnutt's four years was an incredible 94+ 
7. She was selected fur the first Ohio North•Suuth All·StarGrune and &eored IB points to earn game MVP hon• 
oa. 

Doutt was olw a fouq·ear starrer and lctterwinner in both mlleyball and softball, playing on the Lady 
Warriors' state tournament team in ]979. She was inducted into the Buckeye Trnil Athletic Hall of Fame in 
1996. 

TI1e talented cager went 1m U> a fine four-year career at the University of Michigan, becoming the schoors 
first out•of-state scholarship recipient in womcn·s lnisketba!l. For her career at Michigan, Doutt scored 415 
points, had 267 rebounds and 170 assists. 

Mark Cisar (Athlete - 19"") 
Mark Ci&ar(Magnolia High School, Clruis of 1994). lie is the only two-time winner 

of a state football "Player of the Year" award in OVAC history, having won West 
Virginia's Kennedy Award in 191)2 ~nd '93. He was a!~o the Gatorade "!'!ayer of the 
Year" !n 1992 and was a two•time Class AA all·state captain. He was a two-time All
OVAC and All· Valley selection. 

Cisar played qunrterliack, onfety, p!acekkker and punter on B!ue Eagle teams that 
compiled a two•year record of 25-J, finishing as she Class AA state runner-up lwice 
under the tutelage of his father, Dave Cisar. To two seasmis as a stancr and one as a , .. 
backup, he passed for Ohio Valley record totals of 5,193 yards and 64 rnuchdnwns. As 
a junior, he passed for a recnrd 2,691 yards and 34 1Ds. He also kicked II valley and state record tntal nf 85 
poinb and bad a record•tying 99.ynrd TD pass ns a junior. 

In baseball, he was a three•time All•West Virginia Class AA, A!l•OVAC and All-Valley pitcher. 
He was also a regular in basketball, scoring 45 pnints in a game on one occasiun. 
He earned a bMChall scholarship to Charleston Soutl1ern University in South Carolina where he wwi a four

year starter. He was named Big South Cnnference "Pla)·er of the Year" in 1997 and was a tl1ree·time a!\-con
fcrence pick. 

He was dmfled by tlte Boston Red Sox and was the Red Soi Rookie I..eague "Pitcher of the Year" in 1998. 
In 1999, he was selected to the Somh Atlantic League All-Star Tcum und won a South Atlantic League title 
in '99 as a member of the Augusta Green Jackets. lie then played for the Capitales de Quebec, an independ
ent league team, and Wllll an 11!1-star in 2002 and the Nortl1ern League "Relief Pitcher of the Year". 

Cisar earned his bachelor·s degree in physical education and was a substitute teacher for five years in the 
Weti.e! County Schoo! system before gmng back to Charleston (S.C,) to sene as a health and physical edu
calion teacher as we!! as un assistant football coach. 

He is the head footba!l coach at Unlnn Local High Schoo!, guiding the Jets to a 9.J record and their first· 
ever OHSAAplayoffherth in 2007. He Wall nnmed the Eastern District·s Division IV "Co-Coach of the Ycat". 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Melissa Hammond (Athlete 1980s) 

Melissa Jfummund (Shadyside High School, Class of 1989). This fonner Lady 
Tiger was II standout in three sports during her prep career, but it was basketball where 
she shined the brightest 

Hammond was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Tigers who went onto a 
four-year career at West Liberty State College, etching her name into history at both 
schools. 

At S!wdyside, Hammond was a prolific shooter en route to her school-record 1,516 
poinlll. She drnined 112 three-point goals. Hcr46 points, WI a junior, during in a game 
against Buckeye North is also tops in school hlstwy. 

During her junior season, Ilwnmond became just the second female in Ohio Valley history to average at least 
30 points a game at 30.2. She was more tlian u scorer, however, as she avcmged 9.1 rebounds, 6.2 assists, 5.0 
steals and drilled 67 three-point goal<i. 

All II senior, Hammond averJged 211.\ points II game and was named oil-Ohio Division IV State Player of the 
Yearby UPI. She also averaged 9.5 n:bournls, 8.J assists, 6.5 steals, shot48 pcn:ent from the floor, BO.I percent 
at the line and 58 pcrocnt from three-point range. 

Hammond WllS named second-team all-Ohio by The Associated I'n':ss twice and was selected to the Ohio 
North-South All-Star Grune. She was captain of the al!-OVAC team twice. 

Hammond also doubled im a softball player and thmwer for the tr.ick team. 
She earned four lettern in softball and three more in track. She was an all-OVAC firn team selection three times 

in softball and once an all-Ohioan. 
In track, she Wa'l an llll-Eastcm District pcrfonner in the shot put and discm. 
At West LibL'rty, Hammond was a fo111-ycarbasketball starter. She scored 2,!50points from 1990-93, which is 

still the Wt-st Liberty reconl and third-best in WVIAC history. Hammond, who also starred in softball at WLSC, 
was the second female uthlcte to be inducted to the West liberty Sports Hall of Fame. 

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990s) 
Juunnu Hem11,bel (Weirton Madonna High School, Class of 1993). This funner 

Lady Blue Don was one of the most prolific and unse!fiS:h baski:lbaU players from the 
OhioV.tllcy. 

Bernabei helped to guide the LwJy B!ue Dons to three straight state tournament appear
aru:f:ll and, during her senior season of 1992, Madonna brought home the school's second 
state championship with a brilliant 24-2 record. 

During that 1992 campaign, Bernabei avcr~ged 17.5 poinl!!, six rebounds, seven assists 
and five steals per game while surpassing the l ,000-point mark. All told. she finished her 
prep career with 1,002 point!! and more than 500 career llllSisl!!. 

After her scnior season, Bernabei was named captain of the West Vu-ginia Class A All
State team and t11pfain of the OVAC Class A-AA West Vu-ginia team when basketball was 
a fall sport. She also competed in both the OVAC and North-South all-star games. All told, 
Bernabei was u three-time all-stater. She was u second team choice as a sophomore and a first team selection as 
a junior. 

While basketball Wll.'I where Bernabei made her mark, she also excelled for Madonna in track and field as well 
1111 tennis, earning !cttern in each sport In 1993, Bernabei brought two gold medals home from the West Virginia 
state track mect. !,'he was a part of the winniog 4x200-ITJL'ter relay as wc!l as the winoing shuttle hurdle relay. She 
ran a leg on the state rt.lrulCJ-up 4xl00-mcter rclay team. During the 1992 tennis season, Bernabei was a part ofan 
OVAC-wirming doubles tram in tennis. 

Bernabei completed her degree in 1997 from West Liberty Stute College. During her can:er with the Lady 
Hi!ltop(?C1"8, she scored 1,317 point!! and finished with 1,107 assists, which is the NCAA Division II record. During 
her semor season, Bernabei Wa'l named WVTAC Playl-r of the Year and Division II All-Amcri= after helping to 
lead WLSC to a NCM Tournament appearance. She was named first team all-conference in the WVIAC all four 
years and was inducti.-d to the West Liberty Athletic Hall ofFame in 2002. 

Bernabei cntt:rcd the coaching ranks at Wt'SI Virginia Wet1leyaiL She was there for a year and has also wmked at 
Eastern Kentucky, West Vuyinia and the Univ=ity of Maryland where she won a national championship ring as 
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Richard (Dick) Thurnes (OVAC 'Contributor) 
Richard (Dick) T/umt.e, (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1946). Dnring 

a 17-year career w; a head football coach at thme different spots, Thumes won an 
impressive 75 percent of his games (112-36-7). Even more impressive, however, was 
the fact that five Thumes-coached teams posted undefeated records. 

His first stop was Cameron High School, where he compiled a three-year mark 
of 18-6- I, highlighted by an unbeaten (7-0-1) team in 1956 which was nmked No. 2 
among West Virginia sma!l school teams. 

Timmes then moved on to Warren Consolidated High School, serving a'l he:u;I coach 
for 12 yc!lfll (1958-69) and posting a 78-26-6 mark. His reams pnt together unbeaten 
seasons in 1961, '62, '64 and '67. Tiie first three of those teams won OVAC Class A 
championships while ail four were Eastern Ohio Athletic League k:inl,'Pins. 

After steppiog aside for a couple of years, he returned to coach the newly-consolidated Buckeye South 
High in its first two seasons (1972-73), posting a combined 16-3-1 record. 

He re.ceived seve.ml "Cooch of the Year'' awards - from the WhecllllB rnla?;lligencer in 1964; The 11mes Leader in 
1967; and the Eastern Ohio Athletic League in 1961, '62, '65 und '67; and theAPE:istem District in 1964 and 'nl. 

Thurnes was also the recipient of the Belmont Hills Country Club's 27th Annual Achievement Football 
Coachet1 Award in 1965 and the Upper Ohio Valley 0-.q,per Dan Club •s OU1sta11dlng Achievement Award in 1967. 

He was inducted into the Obi□ Valley Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1985. 
Thumes was also a long-time w.sistant basketball coach to fellow OVAC Hal! of Farner Henry Lazasz and 

he also coached baseball, tr.ick and golf at various times duriog hb career. 
In high school, Thumes was a three-year Iettenrum in football as a center-linebacker, gaining third team 

all-West Virginia recognition and firsl team all-OVAC honors. 
He went on to play at West Liberty State College in the "Golden Era" of Coach Joe Bartell, starting at 

center on two undefeated teams and playing in the Pythion Bowl and the Smoky Mountain Bowl, both 
Hilltoppcr victories. 
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Jeff Sweitzer (Athlete 1980s) 
JejfSweltZl!r (Brooke lligh School, Cluss of 1987). This fonner Bruin was once 

described by his high school coach, Paul "Bud" Billiard, WI the best player he e\'er 
coached. 

He's definitely one of the most decor.itcd Bruins to come fmm the storied pmgr.im 
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpin. 

Sweitzer hclpt>d lead the Bruins to back-to-back appearances in the West Virginia 
state championship game as a quarterback during his junior and senior seasons. He 
was a four-year mainst.1y for the pmgnim, spendlng time as a rmming back, defon
sive back and kick returner before shifting to quarterback. 

As a senior, when the Bruins finished 11-2 as the state mnner-up, Sweitzer set an 
Ohio Valley record for total yardage with 3,399. He also accow1tcd for 36 touch
downs. Of his yardage total, he had 2,203 passing; 674 rushing and 522 on kick returns. 

After that senior season, Sweitzer, who also shined in baseball for the Bruins, repeated on the first team 
all-state squad nnd was named the captain of the offensive unit. He was also runner-up for the Kilnnedy 
Award that season. Ile was twice named all-OVAC and all-Valley and was the Gatorade State Player of the 
Year. He was also listed in the USA Today !Ill West Virginia Player of the Year and nn honorable mention 
to the paper's All-American Team. 

Sweitzer then accepted a scholarship to the University of Akron. As was the case at Bmoke, Sweitzer 
began as a kick returner and running back before becoming the quarterback for his final two seasons. 

In two years, Sweitzer passed for 2,744 which is 10th on Akron's career listing. He passed for 1,599 
yards !Ill a junior. 

Kyle Rose (Athlete 1990s) 
Kyle Huse (River High School, Class of 1990). This three-sport Pilot athlete was a standout 

on and off the field during his four ycm in H!!llllibal, earning four Jetlerll in baseball to go aloog 
with three letters each in wrestling and football. 

Baseball was where Rose made his presence felt for the Pilots. He was a four-year mainstay 
ut catcher and in the heart of the Pilot!!' batting order. He batted .366 as a f=hrnnn, .473 as 
a sophomore, .500 as a junior and .536 as a senior en route to two OVAC Player of the Year 
awards. As a sophomore, Ruse had an on-base percentage of .695 und he was 40-of-42 stealing 
base11. That mark ii still an Ohio Valley stand.an!. All told. he hit 13 home runs and drove 76 
runs, but missed I I games as a senior after a bout with. mono. 

After bis senior campaign, he was named first-lellm all-Ohio, all-Eastern District, all-OVAC 
and all-V:!l!cy. He played in both the Ohio and OVAC all-star games. 

In football, Rose played tailback for the Pilots and racked up all sorts ofyanla.ge ll!ld a host ofbonors. As a senior, he 
was first ream all-Eastern District, al!-OVAC and all-Val!ey after rushing for 800 yards and scoring eight touchdowns. 
For his career, Rose amassed ! ,532 yards and 14 touchdowns iu three SCIISOns. He was also a defensive standout with 
183 total tackles, silt sacks, four interceptiora and seven fumble rccovcril:ll. 

His wrestling career dida 't begin unli! he was a sophomore, but he picked it up quickly. As a soph, he finished 15-12, 
buttumed iton as a junior and went 27-8. He was fowth at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament and advanced to the Ohio 
District Tolllllarmml He fully arrived in his grappling career as a senior. Postmg a 36-3 reconl, Rose ildvaru:ed to the 
OVAC 61111\s before ful!ing. He tllell won the sectional and district titles at 152 pounds to qualify to the state tourna
ment where he advanced to the finals and settled for the silver medal. He finished with a 78-23 record. 

\Vhile having plenty of options about continuing his athletic career at the colk'giate k'Vc!, Rose accepted a scholar
fillip to M~'n:Cf College in Geoigia to play baseball. Playing in evCl)' game as a freshman, Kyle batted .294 and was 
chosen ns t'OllfL'n:llCC freshman oflhe year. However, his career and hfe underwent a cruel twist on Dec. 12, 1991 when 
he was involved in a car acciden~ Rose survived, but is C011ftoed to a wheelchair as a paraplegic. After spending sis 
moo~ in and out ofsurgerics and therapic.'l, 'Rosc went back to school at Ohio University Eastern for two yearn and 
then, in !994, enrolled at Wt.-st 1.iberty State College where he later earned his degree in SCCOlldary education in math
ematics. In 1998, Rose was hired at his prep alma mater1111a math teacher. He's also since earned his =ter•s degree 
from Marygrove College. His handicap didn't prevent from staying involved in sports llll he was named head bascba!l 
coach of his alma mater in 1998 and he held the post until 2007. He led the Pilot!! to the OVAC title in 2003. 

Charles E. Petty covAc 'Family') 
Charks E. Petty (Pomeroy IUgh School). The entire Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

owes a debt of grntitnde to Petty and the other eight "Founding Fathers.". 
Little did that small group know back in 1943 when they hmught together 20 schools 

fmm both sides of the Ohio River that they would estahl!sh what would become {as of 
2011) a SO-school bi-state conference, regarded by most as the largest functional high 
school conference in the nation. 

The original OVAC member schools included Bellaire, Follansbee, Llnsly, Martins 
Ferry, Moundsville, Powhatan, Shadyside, St. John Central, Steubenville, Steubenville 
Catholic Central, TIitonsvilie, Triadelphia, Union, Warwood, Weir, Wellsburg, West 
Liberty, Wheellng, Wheeling Centr.tl Catholic and Yorkville. 

Petty was a key cog in the OVAC in its early years, serving as the first official 
executive secretary for 13 years from 1944-56, longer than anyone has been in that position eii:cept for Sam 
Mundey to diis point. 

Petty coached the pre-OVAC boys' tr.ick prugram at Triildc!phia High School, winning the 1941 West 
Virginia one-cl.ass championship afier finishing as runner-up four times and placing third twice. 

After coaching and teaching mathematics at Triadelphia High, he served briefly as principal at Woods.We 
Junior High. He then joined Llnsly Military Institute in 1942-43, serving as athletic director and was the head 
basklltball coach fmm 1944-51. His second team {1944-45) won the OVAC Class AA tide with a 16-5 record. 
He also coached track and assisted in football at Llnsly. 

He served as Meet Director for sever~] years at one of the Ohio Valley's premier high school tr.u:k meet!! ut 
Triadelphia - The Intelligencer Relays -which hild a three decade run before ending in the 1950s. 

Petty then moved to SL Petersburg, Florida in the summer of 1956 and taught in junior high until he passed 
away at age 57 in 1963. 

Born in 1906 io Ripley, W. Va., he gniduated from Pomeroy (Ohio) High School; attended the University 
of Florida for two years and gnuluated from the University of Illinois. He received a master's degree from 
the University of Pittsburgh. 

John Kirker (Media) 
John D. Kuker(Wel!sburg High School, Clruis of 1934). Born in Follansbee is 1913, 

Kirker's first taste of the newspaper business came at the old Wellsburg Daily Herald 
as a high school stndent. He wmte sports and was eventually the managing editor of the 
paper when he left for the Army Air CoIJ)S in 1942. 

Upon his discharge frnm the service in 1946, he began a 29-year run (1946-74) as 
sports edi!t)r of The Herald-Star newspaper In Steubenville until moving into the news 
department as a district editor for the remainder of his C'd.11:er. He was the longest
serving sports editor in the newspaper's history, covering all high school sports a~ well 
as local col!ege sports and summer events. 

He was inducted into the University of Steubenville Sports Hall of Faine in 1981; 
~:

0
1~~! i::r~!f;?: ~t:rs Hall of Fame in 1988; and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper 

Kirker WWI a member of several high school :!II-star selection committees, Jncinding those choosing the 
All-Eastern District and AU-Ohio teams. 

He also scned as an emcee at numerous local sports functions and was a ring announcer at local boxing 
events. 

For Kirker, harness r.icing was a person:!l passion. He owned and trained 17 horstlll for many Y=, rego
larly attending lhe Little Brown Jug event in Delaware, Ohio, and contributing numerous articles to various 
harness racing publications. 



PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
C.R. (Dick) Dei CCoacbesl 

CR. (Diet) IM (WhediDJ Cc::nual ID&ii Sc:bool. 0.. of 1959). Hil WIii tbe 
irdtltcct of tbe OVAC'• llllJSI: daml:nml: 00'/S' tntl prngnDI1 at Wbccllng Pak l-Il;h. 

Durlngtbc ldoo'1 fint 13 ycan (l9T1-89), tho Pw:iotl wonclghtOVACOau 
4-A champioruhlps md fin1Jbed ICCOOd !mil tbnel; woo. tm:I Wot Vltglnia ~ 
litb and~ Imm Wat Vl:l'plDI OISIAAA state diampiOlllhip wb11a llmth
lng .. lhe IUlll"ff--i!p twice. 

Ullib" lml gukfaacc of Dd, MIO cu.cbed 2l Ail•Amerb url bcueca during 
ltls arcer, Pat loll Olllmwal meetJ ln 13 ~ 

Re wu lWllf:111 Wea Torl Cc-=h aftb:i Yc:a:r on two occuk.m m1 tbe 
Ohio Valley Track C'.oad:J. lhe Ycx by Tho lmel1l~ twice. • 

The COIICb ~ ~ ~ tbe arm'■ top b:rrit&tioml mc:etJ - the Pepd Part. O.ulc • wbl.ch "1ll inter 
rmmal. tbe Did: Dci Tract Classic. He deaiped Wbidina Pm::k.'1 all-wmhtt trrl facility and b 1C5pOllSl:lk 
ror lmpkmmtina the first~ tim:ii)8 IJ"llml Id • West Vll"plia hish ICboot, with Pm.'• ~ 
ilCipnally used .-t lhe West Vu-glnia Staie meet In Cbarbtoo. He ~ u chairmm of th:: OVAC Trad 
~ md Im OVA£ Tnll::k CbamplOmhlps; West Vililnia ~ Mm dha:11:r, 11. member of tho West 
Vlrib:rla Stme Tncl:: Meet~ im:1- a pn:smtcr Id tbc WVlJ Tucl:: mi Field Oinh;. 

Dd RCC:Md tbe R.A. l1Elll Awmd .la 1990 for West VirJ!nia tnlck Senb u1. Cmtril:ukm; 1111d WIii mnnl 
~av~~w~T!ack~flhe:!;~lnlmHewalaib:nndbylhelJA:uOOov.Dey~Dm 

Dci wu lnduclcd 51:: the Wbc:din& Pm Atbletk lhll of fame in 1998 md the Welt Ubaty Staie Colqe 
Hall of Fame 1n zcm. 

De:i playm fmbnil • 'Wboclma C'.mlral Im West Ubeny n:I csned 1 ~•• iqJt'III fu.n Wc:ll Vqinia 
Uoivcmty. He bepii 1 39-~ tm::hingkudiiDs CRa" iD 196S at Bdbhe Hiib, aervlni 11 '-1 Ira c;:om;:b 
ml~ kl fi:obalL He abo coached a a (OCJ:bill uds;tant at Martl:nl F=y; mid football c:oad:i III M::na; 
md bead food:d. u1 tnd:: c,:,-:b a:t Wlmmg High. He IWO ICn'ed a delemh-e ~ a Bd:aiy rukp 
In 19!!0, bdpl:ng lllll Bilm to IE NCAA Divhloo ill pbyofl'benh. fie {-1 ,;w.y In 'lf/J1 llf. lbe agc of 66. 

Plennie Clutter (OIDdalsl 
1'laud# CbtJh:r- (Wbo:l1na Hlgb School, Claa of 1943). He rub amma the best 
~ of lill-ti:Jn:: in the Ohio Valley, ,pendina: 30 }'e.u:I Ill I foothdJ n:fcm:: &lid~ 
,cart Id I ba:skctball offidaL 

Clutter'■ ofBciDtiq = bcg;LII at the U!plJi or the late A. Wl.1.:lll Mmny, • 
~ mc:mbc1' of the OVAC Hin of Fam,:, in the offidab' c&gory, IDd be 'Mrtcd 
ills way up rrom junior vanity pmca to the top of tbe offlciatin11 wodd 1n both ,port&. 

le arnm aa:ignmcut, to wort. rour Wei5t Vql:nia m&c high achoo! football 
~ pme:, md t1ua, mm lmuztball tcnll1llmCUtl. 

Clutter offldmd nuu,:::roDII ICctiom.l and redooal loumamellt pllXI in Wmt 
IJif&lnlaa.od Wl1lh:d IICT'Ct'II OVACAll..StarPoolballO-. Hewu WO sdectctlu 
the referee in the 1982 Obin Narth-Soutb All-Star Game. 

Hi, ii mi Homn:ry Ufe Mc:mbef of bo4b lbe ~ v.&y Bmki::tbill Offldab and Ohio Valley Pootbitll 
Dflidall ~ He - tb:i ra:ip1cnt of the Roben i'law.oo Offic:Ws Awmtl &t tbe OVAC llakctbniJ 
Cladcin200S. 
~ WO womd foolhall ll!ld bam1b&Il gamea in tbe West Vlriinla ~ A1hletlc 

Al mi athlete, C1uUc:r was an all-Welt VJ:f)il:rl.il ldectiOD In fOClball and butethail u wi-llng High. /u 
~ ~~ =. alktate aq.uht 111d Jed the 'iVlldcau to the ltDic baw:lhall cbampioruhlp under 

He "nt offered a (oot.bidl ~ to the lJnhoenlty ol Aabama. be mtmm the Nff1 dmiag Wcrld 
Wu ll. Hi! plB,al one year with tbe Phibde)pbb Nani Bue team, IIJld then after rntfllllnJ hb m1lJ:tuy 
tlbllgatlon, be played profeakuli bamtbdl in EDgLmd. When he returned home, be - ackctal tD pily 
In 1be 1946 OVAC Alf-Star Foo(bail Game. 

Bob Jeter (Athlete - t9SO.J 
&bJt:ter (Weir High School, C'1.us of 1956). Pouibly the mon promiocnt 

MmC to bridje the tramiJ..lon from ~ schools Into ~ cduca
lioo. ln the Ohio Valley. He wa., 11 mwti-iport modout At ~ Dunbar 
High School In Wcirtoo through his J1llllor season of 19.5.5. Willi lnqmtioo 
In West Vlf'iln:ia, be finW>ed at Weir High School at>d became the fim black 
athkte to be rocoplud oo lhc All-State focdiall &elect.Iona by the W, Va. 
Sports Writc:n ~ A two--y t.:k, be WU II third team choice. 

In bis ooe DICE Ill: Weir High. Ir belpcd the Red Riden $0 Bil 8-1-1 ~ IIOO 
tbe CNN: Claa AA mlc. 

Rtcrultm by the Univcnity o( Iowa, he became II tbrcc-.cuon two-way 
rqular, k a senior, the All-Big Ten booorec set II Rose Bowl rushing rcconl io 1959 whlcli wwl 
two dccadcal befon: bromi by USC'& Marca, Allen. Jeterrutbed for 191 yimh on only nlllCl caaiel 
and scored on a ra:onl 8~- ID nm in 1139-14 win ovaClliifomla. 

After bd:cg aeh1c:d to In the P.ait-Wm Shrine Omne, be wm the No. 2 draft choice of the 
~ Bay Pad:rn In 1 but opted to play in the Canadum Football I..eap, with the Vmroovcr 
B.C UOOJ 1111d lhc Hamilton TIF Cati for two ICl.10QJ, He thc:n joined the Pad:m 11111 defClll!vc 
i.::t-widc ~vcr and played In three malgbt NFL wimtina dwnpi00tblp games md ltalted the 
ftIII: two Super Bowl games for the winning l'ilckrn in 1966 llnd 1967. An All-Pm twice and II Pro 
Bowl sckction, he plll}"Cd dght NFL seaaom mi finished his C!llffl' by playina: tmc 1CaS001 with 

the aoc.,o """· 
A member of the W. V11. Spons Hall of Fame at>d Upper Obio VitlJciy Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, 

he WIii the 1970 Dapper Dlln Man of the Year. Jew died in 2008. 

Rick Boron (Athlete -1960s) 
Rkhnl L. &nitl (St. John Central Hl&h School, Claa of 1965). He was a tlee

lJIOl't pc:rfocmer ror the A&hdni lrllh. but It was on lbe pidimn ~ be pilled -~ Boron blouomcd unib" lhe tulclagc of Coach Dan Mc0re,r; Into a ~ny 1W 111 
a ,enlor. The owltl-talented lriddef ~ 126 po!nta II a lellkr while ruahlna ror 
698 yan11 011 jwl 91 camel. Ito WO han!cd In 2A pwa, for 563 uiitiomJ Jtripa. 

V/hi1e Batm Wll.l 1111 offcnlivc dymmo, be "nt luste:a blJhly-tt:prdcd forhiJ prow
C:!11 at defemlve back. Al a aemor. be~ du-cc cnr:my ~ md abo munnJ 

~ ~= ~~~~~Purdue mid profcubml lfidda, c:alled 
For hb ,enlor exploits, Dam wu named to the prestiJioua Para,h M~UXW 

All-America High School Footbdl Tham. He "nt WO a first team all--OVAC, all-
Emtcm Ohio w AP aI1-0bk, ~.BITilll 11so lettered rour yelfJ in buebaJ.l a1 s.JC mid l1"l 1CaW11J 

In ......... 
Re tumed down an offer to play at Notre ~ Mid lmtc:ld accepted • ICbolanhlp from Conch Bo 

ScbemJ-e::b\er lo play at Marni ofObki. Jt WU adedaioo 8mxJ DCV'Cr~ ffe wat I tbff,e..yea:r ~ 
fer the Reds1im u a defc:mi~ b3ck. He wu acrordcd ICCom teun all-Mld-Amc:rican Cm!= booon 
as 11jt.m.lor and flnt team pbmdits as a ICDior. He left tbe Oxford-hued ClllJ?II with le'l'C:ta] grid records, 
Including molt lntmrptk,m In a 1CaJOD (7) and~ ra:ord for intcrccJtmt (5). Boroo fl..niw,d his 
Mb.ml Cll'ttt In third place mi the cam:r iDk:n:cpt1on !ht (14). 

Boroo dbtlnpbbc:d bimJclf In !be pep coadtlna mlb u wdl He ICn'Cd u bead coach st w.i.nr,'lll1h 
fflah for five ~ compiling I 39--9 mark. Durina: that ~ he rccciw:d a bolt o{ COllcil of the year 
ffWI, lnclwdlna the ~lmd Pb.in Dca1a and lheAbon &uclRl JCtftlTJ41. Boron left Wadsworth to serve 
U 1U1 an:islant et Miami before bcaUni into privllll:: baitrla. 

Larry Shaw (Coaches) 
UITQ S... {Simdy Spina: Hljh Scoool, C1au of 1973). Mculon wrestlbla In lbe 

Oh1o Valley Athletic Coakrenc:e or mywben, In the 1t1ac of~ Vqi.nl.a md no 
doubt Slmw'1 IWim comes to mim1 i.c I bm::ry. Afla all, Simw 11/U a fixture in lhc: ma1 
t:p0rtfor31 ycan. 

He led the &iani m .i incRdiblc run of 13 ~ Wcst VJl'ilni;a ClalJ AA-A 
IUlt champiomlilp! from 1997-2001, • feat IIIXIWCbed by 1111Y OVAC or Wat \lhglnill 
projlMII In any sport. Prior to Ou. Olai cfnwing E tbe AA-A mib, Sbrw-lcd 1cM11.1 
poslCll five Jtralpt Claa AAA Iunllef-up fuabes (1987-91 ). 

In OVN:. Tuu:na!iat adioo, S!Mw'~ team woo nine daa titb, bdudi:na dab in 11 
ruw Cn:.n'.2001-2008 inO- 3-A. Tu:Bca:r; Malb Offl'lllltltlc, iiw,tbuc:s(I9'Jf,2002. 
2004, :zcm ml 2007). Durina hll m..ue, Shaw'• ans ,;r,ai lJ CNAC dw JID:t ti:ta (Clml 4-A in 198S, '90 !1111 
'98 mdO- 3-Ain 19.19,2:00'.l, 'OJ, '03, 'M, '05, '05, '07, 'fl! ml 'Cl'J)aodbeftobbedwilha~dual!In:l 
rccordd330-96-4. He cadJed 51 ~ ~ wmden mdttllll 11:mn 160llia:n WOO ciam1 all-achD:n. 

Slmw wn l!ElDi the CNAC all-tpm Coach of the Yem twice - In 2002 and 2007 - and the OVN:. W~ 
C'oldl ~ lhc: Yem m 13 OCCIAODI. He wa the Wed VJllinb Cb:u AA·A w~ Com::b of the Yar &ix 
tin:a IDd _b the only .wreadfn& coach ID be sdeckd the Wi::at \7biinil aJl-ip{It COlldi r:lthll Year by lhe W. Va. 
Spms Wnkn Aaociatxm (200)}. .He Wlll named 1h11 2008 National Wrestllna a.cb of the Year by WreatJini 
lfSA Mapzm: mid wu a finallit flX' the awml In 2004. 

Shirw, a !'ITT auiat, r:la.ia.d Colqll, 'WOO ClllDi Ju IDUlct'I dejrcc l'n:m ManbaJ.1 Umvmily, it a pat 
,.,.,... .. ,.w. v. w_a.m.,._,..,_ot'"-~°""""''" 
~ W~ lhil r:l Fame; mi a bm:f llllfflZI' rithe WV~ 111111 OVA£ Wn::lllin,i: O:m:n111cc:a. Hoc 
..i.d In p;o:u:QI Ill ~ vii:bJ fta' ~ oftk:iab Rr the NfHS Offldatlna Wre,dlng fuUne 
Mctlnil ('.our,c ,a] ha woihd ia ro.llltka ~ dlnic&. Sh.w - Im Uppcr CtilJ Valley DiliR:u DIii! 
O:b'■ Co-Mal rK the 'far ill 2003; - ill:latbl. mill k IWeltb C'.wnty Wl'C:IIUiniflan dPamc in 200}." Im lnl 
Holtz Upper ctilo WkJ H.n dfame In 2001; the Na:lcnil W~ lWi r:l Flm:al .la 2010 111111 mriia tm yes 
inE the~ High Sc:hd Sp;Itl Hall r:l~ by the Natlmal. Fedendm ciStaie HJ&h School~ 

Edgar Martin (Athlete -1940sl 
F.dpr- M4ltbc (Wmwood ~ School, C1us d 1945).. A mwlHplit high lduJl 

and collcp ltlni:a!l delpi:tr; ~me~ S-foct-4 md wdptlng between 130-145 
?Jllllda, be left hb mart on the CNN:, mid Ohio Valley 8(lttt!. 

A ~ AIJ.-CNAC lnKJrCe in bal'.ctbail (i944 and 1945) MJ(J football 
(1944), be ldp:d tbe VWDp; win lhe fa: OVAC C1au A ti& IIJld five-md City 
cl Wbcdi:iJj: ~ with a 9-1 rcccrd in 1944. In ba:m:tball, be -, the te.b- of 
two (NA£ title k:1ms 'Whld:! 'M::llt 14-6 end 22-3. 1h: 1945 Oty ofWhedb!J title 
icam allo won the W. Va. ICCttofl llOO rqi(» crowm 1111d .tvm:a.d to the omdaa 
mte twmm1eDt ~ bowina ID Bocklty "AAxlaow WlllOll. As a ICllior oo 11 9-1 
ra:ord footbllll team, be mumcd a tickoft' B5 yank ID ICllC in the &cam'■ mly loa 
to Fol1emhcc, 21-13, .He waa a third team IIIl-it,;tc one--cl=il ~ bMkrthill, be CZlllm ■ecoDd 
~~Ill a ld'.lit"a' end scacd 42 p:itDtl -II Im?l total al the time- in II 100-68 wfn OYO' 

At Bcthauy C'.ollege, he - a tieMport. ~ (ftxilhill, lm1:ctball., be.schnll) mi WU II two-time 
All-Wm~~~ banmnclll iinorcc. lu II lfflior, he mn&Ui 22.5 p:iints a pme. 

Aftc- in a:bool.111: kffenoo Union md Llml , be coadm al.mil mater Bc:thaJy College flX' 
II year, frn:n I ~ Including a 17-1 rccmi Prmlenls' ~ Conf= title n.n in 1962 lllld an 
unbc:asm IS.O PAC~ duh hi 1964 . 

.He finidm hb c::im:er Ill: West l..ftaty Sime u athletic dim.1or from 1973-88 and also COlliRd t.mtbll1 
fn:m 1969-74. He was co, of tho OO&(nal irgmlu:t!I of the cunm Beat of the Emt ll.lllllner tudlllJ 
tol.lrJIIIIMII mom in hb b:nor. Martin died in 1989. 

Jim McCormick (Athlete -1950sl 
Jl,,, Mee-id (MaiOOffa mp Scbon1, C1au of 1958). Arguably the No. I Blue 

Eagle bam:tl:■ill product. be set or tied 55 IICOOOI ~ while playing on1y 1;wo --AJ a lCltlor, he, eamedAll-OVAC C].w; A b;g;n a.odAll-W.Va. lllCDtloa when he, 
sromt 613 paints ror a 29.2 per game avcmge, bolb ICbool ~ which laatcd 45 
yan. He afso !ICCRd 51 points In a pme which ba■ bccn tlcd, wt not brokec. aftc:r 
five decadc:11, .He avenged 22.1 points ror bb Cll'ttt. Hi, IUMl pl.nyed lmet.lJ for thc 

"""-· After hlgh ICboot, the 6-foot-3 guard prq,ped ror a ya, at old Or=obrier Milinlry 
In LcwhhlrJt W.Va., w~ be JWted on 111 unbem:n post-gradumi team tompOICd 
of~ hfah .COOOI .U-stzn 

Ji0 cnrolJed al West VlrJtinia Univernty U 111 Invited waJ:k-<111 end WU the ICCOOO<lcadlnJ SCOff:f bchiod 
futtue All-Anaican Rod Thora m WVU't ~ ~ 1iab:Inan tam. 

In the third pme of hb IOpbo!tDc IC:alOll, be became a Y311ity ttartcr for tho r?:lt of his W?er and, with 
Ttun, (OflJJOi a top backcourt which led WVll to three Solrtbcm Conf= tides aid a pair o( NCAA 
Toumunent bc:ttht. He •vcraacd double flgmcs all lM:e )'Clfll IIOO ~ 1,156 Wtef points wb.l.ch, M 
the time, w» liftb all-time in WVU bbtt,ry behind four All-Amcrican.■ -Jmy Wi::at, Rod Hundley, Mm 
Wtik:mml and Thom. McConnld: aad Thom werc reiatlmd on the cover of lhc: 1962 WVU Bukctball 
Moll.,!Jw<k 

A.fb:r twice c:arn1na All-Southcm c.onf= JCCond team md baninhlD mention All-America., be 
bcame Mapolia'1 only NBA dn.&c In the lll1h round by the Clnclnm!.l Royals. but a root injury baited .. ~ 
All-Tune wvJ"~ olthc WVll Sports IWI of fame md n:s ■cla:tei:1 on the dl.-pilyet. 1956-65 

Randy Donahue (Athlete -1%0sl 
RAlfl! Do••·· (Waoma..o&111al H1di Sdw., Claar:l 1965). Toe, ■re:alhamllle:s 

qi Im &d:eyc l.oc■,I School DiJtrid bas h,,f ~ .id1ar fommll. playcrl la ill IIIDliJ. 
Fc,,t, If any, aijoye,:l tbe RICXDI Iha! DmaliDc did, RIWCTCf. 

Tb: 6ft. I, 235-pounder ii repniedM i:. of the be■tifEaim In Ohio VIIk,- hi■tCl'y, DI 
that lofty desipi:atbi it ..-di ~ ~ wu the fint OVJ,£ player to be .xorded 
fint team f'r:urJM M~ Afi:Amcrlca bOllon (1964). ln tbc 19!'la. bbic -■ divud 
Into ju,t two c1- In (OllCb■IJ. tut Im ■till m■:mgcd the tt:■pcct lad ldmlradm of er:.:he:■ 
tb:oopKII. the 111m M la! wm VCltd a lhJcc.tlm, fint-k:llll AP aIJ...Obio C1-■a A 1Ckctu1 
(di::femtve IIIClie a • &ednme ao:l jimior ■:ml offm■hc td:le a • ■enior). 

Tia! lillll lfCli. wu • foar-ycar IW1ef for Ca.di Did; 'lliu:tn=' Bill Hambkn. 11u1El, 
mil a 2011 CNAC Han ol Fame iAlb::t,:,e, pit ~ .i ■:nw:inJ ■trlna of ■uccC:11 In the 
ecly 'OOJ Mid Dcmaboe WIii a IIIZg{I DJS ill 1h11 madtlne. Domihz ta■tcd defeat jult OllCC 
In Cooryeao a tbe Rmlbkn-wmt 9-0-1, 9-0, 7-1-1 1111d 9-0 IP u.t l(ml- n.m, mu.- gridjuggmwit■ CllJtlllcd 
fJVACClauA I pl.~ 
~ wlE also oo tbe baeball lhmoad, ~ • Wmi:n ~ ddcmc wb1cb 

ttaried ■en:11 .i:...toutt in hll IZIID' camim,e;n. Hi, n,c:arded 64 bdlca 111d 28 mi■t■ !hat - Hi■ dcfensm, 
115' u •~mi ■triklnJ. la j1UI --p..n:ia. the m..way tcrnJr rcglmnd 112 ta:kb ■:1111 Il nmts, 

A&r IUCb. lk&r pr?!p cmer ml witb ideal 111::tr., it it DO 11,UM Dmalmc - lhowcml with col1qc rDIXhlll 
■cldanblp offera. He ievmlllally ■q11m a r;miS-ilHid with West Vql;nia Unh-c:n:lty. Fate dc:ab: him• CfZ blow-, 
b:J,;r,,a,cr, • .Iii the IWllll:ltt belore be left for Mofpnlo■m, Dc-hDC klll the vilioo in me of bit '1'CS in• freak 
WOCJd..aittini -.:cident. Mach Kl bi■ i:ndit, be ■till ~ Kl play fer the Momtailxaa, bit the hmticllp -
loo muc:b to OTemJllle. He ~ !um 1111:id took I! job with ~ Sied Mid be also aer,oal nmiy 
ytan a• Warm Township tru■ta:. Dombue i-J my~ ycan ago. 
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES 
Crag Miller (Athlete -1970s) 

Craig Miller (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979). He was an all-star 
football pillyer and standout basketball player for the Bulldogs, but it was in 
truck and field when: Miller is remembered as one of the best to ever perform 
in the Ohio Valley. 

Miller had superb size at 6 ft. 3 and 200 pounds to be the punishing fullback~ 
linebacker and the ru~ post in basketball tlwt he was, but that sire was combined 
wilh great hpecd which he utilized to excel in three distinct events in track. His 
all-arnund versatility drew him the tag 1111 the Bulldog3' most versatile a1hlete since 
John Havlicek. 

Miller was the greatest discus thrower of his era He used his elongated fnune 
and superl> athleticism to become the first Ohio Valley pn:pster to twirl the platter man: than 170 feet, 
establishing a new valley standard with his 172-10 toss in the district meet as a senior. In the 32 years 
since, only two discus throwers have betten:d that ,rnuk Miller was state nmner-up in the discus as a 
senior while also placing second in the Bellaire Relays as a junior and senior. The powerful Bulldog 
also r.mked with the premier shotputt= during that time, owning a best of 52 feet. Miller was equally 
adept on the track where be was a prime-time high hurdler, recording the best time in the Ohio Valley 
as a senior with a scorching 14.7 clocking. 

Miller was allio a tluoo-year letterman at Bridgeport in basketball where he was the leading rebounder 
for Coach Frank Baxrer each season. Miller averaged 15.4 points a game as a senior. 

In football, be earned all-Ohio, all-OVAC and all-Valley honors after a senior year which saw him 
total 105 pointll, which included three field goals and 21 kicking PATs, another sign of his all-around 
talentll. He was a blocking fullback, but still managed 422 yards on just 90 totes for lhe 9-1 Bulldogs of 
Coach Dave Droney. He also averaged 40 yards per punL 

He opted to accept a football scholarship to Miwrrl of Ohio University, where be lettered four y= 
us a tight end and was acoonled all-MAC honors us a junior. 

Willie Clay (Athlete -1980s) 
Willie Clay (Unsly School, Class of I 988). This former Cadet did it all during 

his four years on the Wheeling campus. While earning letters in three sportll, 
it was on the football field where be made his biggest impact to the Cadets' 
pmgr,llll, 

Clay was the unquestioned leader and most recognized player on teams which 
won 23 consecutive games and rocnrded the first two undefeated seasons in the 
school'11 history when ii finished 10-0 in 1986 and 9-0 in 1987. Excelling as a defen
sive back, wide receiver and kick returner, Clay ea.med numerous pnstseason honors 
during his career, As a senior, despite the Cadets' mo-first offensive schemes, Clay 
lllllllllged to catch 30 passes for 428 yards arul five touchdowns. He also took two 
kkknffa back for touebdowns arul bad five lnten:eptions. He was named all-State, 
all-OVAC and all-Valley. He was the captain of the big-school te.am after his senior season. 

On the basketball court. Clay led lhe Cadets in his senior season wilh a 17 .5 points per iame avemge 
while shooting 48 percent from lhe floor. He also passed out 170 assists en mute to eammg all-OVAC 
and all-Valley. 

In lhe spring, Clay lit up area baseball diamonds. He hatted .423 as a senior and was named all-OVAC 
ond all-Valley, 

Despite bis success on so many surfaces, it was football that was his calling at the ne,;t level. Clay 
accepted a scholarship to attend Georgia Tech University where be earned all-ACC honors twice. At one 
time, Clay held the Yellow Jackets' school record for mten::eptions {16) after starting in the defensive 
backfield for three seasons. 

In 1992, Clay was dmfted In lhe eighth round by the Detroit Uons and played eight seasons in the NFL. 
He also played for the New Englund Patriotll for three seasons and one with the New Orleans Saints. All 
told, he played in I 18 NFL games and st.acted 90. 

T.J. Hannig (Athlete -1990s) 
TJ. Hannig (Llnsly School, Class of 1996). This three-sport Cadet standout 

ace\led as an all-amund athlete, hut it was on the soccer field where he made his 
biggest impact. 

Hannig earned four letters for the Cadets as their starting goalkeeper for teams 
which posted a 70..13-10 record. Included in those seasons were two OVAC all-class 
titles in 1992 and 1994. The Cadets were winning these titles because opposing 
teams just couldn't get the ball past Hannig, who set the Ohio Valley reconi with 41 = shutouts. Over.Ul, he owned a 0.88 goals against average. His exploits didn't 
go unnoticed. He was twice named all-OVAC and captained lhe all-Valley team as a 
i;enior. He WM also uamed Gatnrnde Player of the Year and II Parode All-American. 

On the bas~tball court, Hannig blossomed as a senior, scoring nearly 17 points a game and gmbbing 
eight rebounds en route to all-OVAC and all.Valley accolades. In tmck and field, Hannig competed in a 
bevy of eventll, but it was in the long jump where he stood out. He sel the OVAC record with a mark of21 
feet, 7 3/4 inches and won three conference titles (high hwtlles, high jump and long jump). 

Hannig accepted a scholarship for soccer to the University oflndiana where he started io net from l997-
2000and finished No. I in IU history with42 shutoutll and second in victories (63). The Hoosiern played in 
four consecutive NCAA Final Fours, winning the NCAA titles in 1998 and 1999, defeating Stanford (3-1) 
and Santa Clara (1-0), Wlpe,ctively. Hannig mid OVAC and NBA Hall ofFamer John Havlicek {Bridgeport 
High) are the only two OVAC products to play in three consecutive NCAA title games. Hannig's name is 
all over the Indiana University record book. He ranks seventh at ru with 176 saves, and the 23 victories in 
1998 are tied for the most in II se!ISOll. 

Alkrhis collegiate career, Hannig was selected in the MLS Draft arul spent time with D.C. United. He also 
played for the Pittsburgh Riverllounds. 

Ashley Battle (Athlete - 2000s) 
Ashley &#k (Llnsly Scliool, Class or 2000). When asked tn name the greatest girl.Ji' 

basketball pfayeni in Ohio Valley history, this fonnerLldy Cadets' name is always one of 
the first mentioned. And for good reason. 

Battle arrived on the Unsly campW! at the mging of some of her family and friends 
to get her away from the mugli sectio11 of her hometown of Pittsburgh. She went tn 
Llnsly to take an admissions test prior to entering high scliool and seemingly the rest 
wa,,bistnry. 

When she arrived at Unsly, tlie gir1s' baskiltball team was struggling, hot she helped 
tum that around qukkJy arul eventually led Llru;Jy tn an undefeated season in 1998-99, 

At Llnsly, she became the school's all-time leader in numerous statistical categories, 
including points (1,532), rebounds (823), assists (385) arul steals (371). 

She W'dS named OVAC Class A Player of the Year four consecutive seasons and was 
a three-time all-State pick in West Vilginia. 

After receiving countless recruiting letters, Battle eventually chose to continue her career at the University 
of Connecticut over the likes of Duke, Penn State and Stanford. 

At UConn., she joined witl1 Dianna "faurasi and Maria Conlon and helped lead the Lady Hwkies tn three 
NCAA National Championships, lnclnding an undefeated season in 2003. 

Battle was a standout oo the defensive end of the floor WI evidrn=I by the fact that she won the Big East 
Defemive Player of the Year award, 001 she ulso scored l,OOOcaroer points. 

Battle, who owns a degree in marlreting and economics from UCooo, was dnifted by Seattle in the second 
round of the 2005 WNBA Dr.ill. She then ~igtled with the New YDlk Liberty of the WNBA in 2006 and she 
also spent time playing fnr Seattle and Saa Antnniu. All told. she appeared in 142 WNBA Games and awraged 
five points per gauie. She also played professionally In Spain in um and 2008. 
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Pat Miller (Athlete - 1970s) 

Pat Miller /1/(Shadyside High School, Class of 1979). He was able to do what few 
athletes can do, that being a star in two sports during the same season. 

Miller was nothing short of sensational for the 11gcrs in baseball, lettering four 
times. His tremendollll diamond time did nothing to adversely impact his track.career 
where he was equally as eu:eptional. 

The talented Tiger was also a stellar gridder and also possessed the prowess to 
graduate with a 3.94 GPA. 

Miller captained the Tiger baseball team both llll a junior and a senior, the latter 
season one in which he hit for a sizzling .431 average. Timt proved a springboanl to 
be selected to participate in the All-Ohio Baseball Series. 

He was selected an EOBL all-star all four seasons and all-Eastml District three seasons. Miller's diamond 
exploits earned him a baseball scholarship to Ohio University. 

While hfa prep b-.c;eball resume is quite glittering, it may take a backseat to his track and field accomplish 
ments, Miller achieved the ultimate by winning the state pole vault title in 1979. He also finished sixth m the 
blgh hurdles in the same state meeL He won virtually every pole vault competition as a senior, =pt fortbe 
Bellaire Relays which was in its heyday. Miller was third in the pole vault and third in the high hunlles in 
that meet, firnshing as the top local sco~ in the state's second-largest meet at the time. ' 

The terrific Tiger was a two-time all-Valley hnnoree mid was selected to The Intelligencer's all-Decade 
Track Team. 

He enjoyed much gridiron success as well. The hard-running Tigeremned all-Ohio honors both his junior 
arul senior campaigns. The three-year grid letterman was first team all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Eastern 
Distrkt his last two seasons. 

Miller, who served as the Tigers' captain as fl senior, followed in his father's footsteps and played in the 
OVACAll-Star Game. 

Sharon Vincent (Athlete - 1980s) 
Sharon Vincent (St. Clain.ville High School, Cass of 1981). This Lady Rro Devil 

was easily one of the most dcoorated and successful sprinters ever to grnce the ovals in 
the Ohio Valley. 

Vincent finished her~ career with eight state mcdah and kd St. C. tn its only state 
championship In school history in June of 1981. In that state meet her senior season., 
Vmcent capped an ondefeatcd campaign in both the 100 and 200-meler d.m!es by sprint
ing to the OHSAA state championships in both eventll in 1218 and 24.79, respectively. 

Vincent won a state gold as a sophomore as well us a member of the Lady Rro Devils' 
440-yanl relay ream. She was the state runner-up in the 200 and placed fifth in the 100 that 
se!ISOIL Prior to breaking through in Columbus as a senior, Vmcent was the state runner-up 
In the 100 und bronze medalist in the 200 as ajonlor. 

The only individual loss Vrncent suffered as a senior came in the 400-metef dash at the 
district ml'.cl where $lie took thini, hilt still ran an impcssive 58.7. F.n route to her state meet perlonnani:es, athlcies 
r:ompctooin sectiorntls and districts where she won 19 cliampionships. She was a three-time fiCciional and district 100 
and 200-meter cliampion. 

At the OVAC. meet, Vmcent won fl total of l2 conf=nce cluunpionships. She was II three-time champion in both 
the 100 and 200. Al the time of her gmduation, VIIICCllt held eight meet rewn1s and three all-time Ohio Valley reconJs. 

Vmcent, who still holds the JOO, 200 and 400-meter duh school reconls, was nwued St. C!airsville's MOS! 
Valuable Athlete four times 1md was also named all-District Athlete of the Ye.ar. She also i:ompeted in the presti
gious Midwest Meet of Champions In the JOO-meter dash in 1981. 

Afu:r her prep c:urer, Vmrent accepted a scholarship tn Ea.\.iem Kentucky University. She ~ there for two 
seusons before tr<1nsfrffing to The Ohio Stalt: Univcn.ity where me complekrl her bachela of arts degree in economics. 

Vincent, who was inducted to the St. Clairsville Athletic Hall of Fame as a member of the I 981 state champion
ship 1=11 and then in 2007 as an individual athlete, later earned a master's degree from Oltelbein. 

Quincy Wilson (Athlete - 19911s) 
Quincy Wilson (Weir High, Clas$ of 1999). This funner Red Rider was a multi-sport 

sllmdout, hut it was on the football field where he eamcd his higliest acclaim. 
Wilson rewrote Ohio Valley wid West Vll'ginia record boob as he helped lead the Red 

Riders tn the 1999 West Virginia Class AA state champio11ship. 
All a senior on the state championship squad, Wilson became the first Ohio Valley wid 

West V1rginia prep athlete tn IICCUmulate 3,IXXJ yards in II season. Ail told, Wilson !UShed 
for 3,262 yan!s. He scored an Ohio Valley record 47 touchdowns and finished with 282 
points, wh1eh is second best all-time in the Ohio Valley, trailing only Jack Simom of New 
CUmherland, who scored 288 points in 1919. 

Wilson, a four-year 1ettenuan, finished his prep career wilh 6,162 yards, hut 5,624 of those 
came during his juniw and senior l!ellSOllS since he played primarily on defensive dwing his first 
two seasona. For his carea:, he scored 93 toochdOWllll and 564 points, wilh all hut &eVen 1D.i and 
44 points came during his junior and senior seasons. WJ!son took his play to anolha Ievcl when the postseason rolled 
around. He set WI-time West Virginia ra:ord:i wilh 1,671 yards and 23 touchdowns in seven playoifgames. lncluded is 
a single-game record of327 yanls. Jn 1998 smte lille game against Dupont. Wilson Jail for250 yards and two SCOll:&. 

Wilson won. nearly every ~ award imaginable. He was llllilll!d Gatora:le Stale Player of~ Year and shared 
~~Award with Niuo's JR Hoose alll::r be finished fourth in the bwloong as ajunioc He was namoo first-team 
all-Stllle twice and Cilptaiix:d ~All-Valley team and was twice namoo all-OVAC. He also played hlskethall at Weir High. 

Aftec accepting a scholarshlp to West Vll'ginia University, Wilson fought his way up the depth chart and through a 
medic-di redshlrt before bursting onto the= in a big way in 2003. He Jail for 1,380 yanh and 12 touchdowns en 
route to being named WVU's Offensive MVP wid WOii the team's awanl for all-amwul exccllenct:. Wtlso11 played in 
44 games at WVU, running for 2,608 yanls and 20 'IDs.. He also caught 20 balb. 

Wilson was the11 selected in the seventh round !Ill the 219th pfayer tuken by the Atlanta Falcons. He WWI released 
and eventually signed with tl1e Cincinnati Bengals, with whom be ~pent parts of four seasons. He was also drafted 
in the inaugw-.!I UFL Drnft by the Florida Tuskers. 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fwne Class of 
2004 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the 
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovallck 
(accepting for the late George Kovnllck), 
Gladys Van Horne (accepting for the late Bill 
Vau Home), Betty Pokas (acceptlug for the late 
Cal Pokas), Jim Foll, Linda Beisel (accepting 
for the late Rlclwrd L. Potts), and Martha 
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese. 
Second row, Jim Murrny (acceptlug for the late 
A. Wilson Murrny), Ken Ales.sl, John Hnvllcek, 
Bill Mazeroskl, Dr. Al Blatnik (accepting for 
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyak and Rayna 
Williams (acceptlug for the late Ron 'Fritz' 
W~llams). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerold 
Spencer (acceptlug for Tim Spencer), Amy 
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes, 
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petbn. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2005 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2005 or their representatives Include, front 
row left to right, Matt Mu~ey (accepting for 
the late Rudy M~y),Agnes Timmons, Doug 
Huff, Duke Strnger (ncceptlug for the late 
George Strnger), Bob Burton nnd John 
'Corky' Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi, 
Mary Kay Zltzelsberger (accepting for the late 
Walter Hell), Mary Schuetz (accepting for the 
late Alex Grozn), June Paull (acceptlug for 
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood 
ond Terry Snively. Third row, John 'Fuzzy' 
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Dnvls, Brian Swisher, 
Courtney Redman (acceptlng for Joey 
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio. 

c uz4;m + &2$ 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2006 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Ferne Class of 
2006 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent
ing Cal Glflln),Ron Mauck, Mike D'Innocente 
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard 'Lefty' 
Hall, Paul 'Bud' Billiard aad Dave Pugh (rep
resenting Warren Pugh). Second row, Bob 
Gain, Phil Nlekro, John Magistro (represent
ing Lee Patrone), Bob Hmnmell and Harry 
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith, 
Wendy Bnl<er, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr 
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Ferne Clas., of 
2007 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway, 
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner; 
second row, Bad Carpico (representing Joe 
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing 
Don Fleming),Jobn Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert 
'Bo' McConnaugby and Brenda Cnttane 
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third 
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown, 
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs. 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2008 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Rob and Chip Redmond 
(aceeptlng for the lnte Bob Redmond), Doug 
Huff (accepting for the lnte Jlrnmy Stewart), 
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell 
(aceeptlng for the lnte Bob Kettlewell); second 
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom 
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowskl, BIU 
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovallck; 
back row, Joseph Pettlnl (accepting for Joe 
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar aud Suzie 
Daller. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2009 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2009 or their representatives include, front 
row left to right, Richard "Dick" Edge, 
Dr. Vince Manseau, John Sorreotl, Gene Ford, 
Henry Lazasz a.nd Bill Paolls.so; second row, 
Harold "Doc" Daugherty, Jim Hanno, Ken 
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobko), Tim 
Anderson and Mnrk Thompson; third row, 
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlie Keenan, 
Tlm Moxley, David Bosley aud Otis Whiston, 



A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets 

OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2010 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2010 or their representatives include, front row 
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean 
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John 
Stepbem:on and Kyle Rose; second row, Tom 
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John 
"Streaky" Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing 
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin, 
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Nlekro (represent
ing Joe Nlekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright, 
Melissa Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer. 
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OVAC Hall of Fame 
Class of 2011 

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 
2011 or their representatives Include, front row 
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late 
Charles E. Petty), Dick Thornes, Ross 
Gallabrese (accepting for the late John Kirker), 
Patty Del (accepting for the late Dick Del) und 
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary 
Martin (accepting for the late Edgar Martin), 
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob 
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John 
Donahue (accepting for the late Randy 
Donahue). Third row, Craig Miller, Pat Miller, 
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay), 
Sharon Vincent, Reno DIOrio (accepting for 
T.J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle. 
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V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High School, Class of 1923) 
One of only threel3.-letterwinners in football, basketball, basebaJI and track at Wheeling High, he was an nll-stnte football end and scored 54 points in a basketball game 

us a freshman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to earn his mark in coaching. 
A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwocxl Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to u combined 405-193 recon:1. At 

Wheeling, his teruns were 356-138. wilh five state titles in seven trips to the finals. lbe 1938 und 1950 teams were unbeuten. Other stnte titles were won in 1936, 1940 
und 1943. The '40 n.nd '43 teams lost but once. 

Brinkman ulso coached football for 14 years - six ut Benwocxl Union and eight nt Wheeling, with u combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 ut Union. Four of 
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-official state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbeaten, and nt Wheeling in 1934 and 1937. The '34 team was 
unbeaten but twice tied. 

He also WWI a top-flight football officinl for severaJ years and active in state coaches und officials' organiz.ations. 
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Halls of Fume - West Vuginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. Vn. Wesleyan Sports. 

Clarence 'Bevo' Francis (Wellsville High School, Class of 1952) 
A record-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who attracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national maguzines and 

major newspapcni. Two books were written on his career. 
The 6-9, 190-pounder played only one sen.son nt Wellsville High after sitting out a yenr following transfer from Irondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 games 

with 31-point nvernge, second best in Ohio. He outscored six opposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points. Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up 
Steubenville and handed W. Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses. 

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1,954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per 
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Junior College. In 1954, he averaged 465 points nnd scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake 
Forest, Providence, ButleT and Creighton nod gnmes in Modlson Square Garden, Boston Garden nnd Miami Bench Auditorium. 

The NAIA Hull of Famers left school to join the Boston Whirlwinds und tour with the Harlem Olobetrotleni. He also played in the Eastern nod ABL pro leagues before 
retiring in 1962. 

Lou 'The Toe' Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942) 
The Purple Rider luminary is best known us a record-setting professional football placekkker, but he was much more. 
In high school, he wns a three-sport stnndout nnd All-Ohio in football nod basketball. He wns center, nnd the state toumnment's lending scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider 

team which won the 1941 state Cln.ssA title. He u1so was a tnckJe on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed no Ohioco-championshlp nfteru 14-14 tie with 
Toledo Libbey in a posH,eason challenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked onJy one field goal in high school. 

He played football us a freshmnn at Ohio State before joining the armed services which prtteded his 21-year career with the Clevelnod Browns which ended in 1967. 
When he retired, he was pro football's ult-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yards. He had 

conversion streak of 134 nnd scored in 107 straight games. The Lou Groza Awun:1 is given nnnually to college football's top plocekicker. 
A nine-time Pro Bowl offensive tackle, us well us kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Conference title teams. 
The Pro FootbaJI nod Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of FameT had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns.A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Mrutins Ferry, 

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926) 
This versatile curly era football player left such nn impression on his alma mater thnt the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is nnmed in his honor. 
The 5-11, 19.5-~d nthlete also left an enduring imprint nt Bucknell Univen.ity, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fume class, and in the National Football 

League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fume. He's also a member of the Hulls of Fame for College Football and the Upper 
Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. 

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the En.st in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to no unbeaten season in 1931. He then played in the Ea.st-West Onme 
where he was selected the Most Outstanding Player. 

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Pucker stnr wns one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He wns a fullback-lioebacker-punter-placekicker, and 
Wll'5 cited for his running, blocking, m;eiving, kicking nnd tackling. 

Hinkle was first or second team all-lengue ull 10 seasons nnd four-time AU-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Puck.er 
practice fields is named in his honor. 

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history nod his totals now rank sixth in Packer history, He SCOlro 379 cnrecr points 
and averaged 40.8 yards punting. 

Calvin Jones (Steubenville High School, □ass of 1952) 
This two-sport Big Red standout was a high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo FrBllCis but is best known for football. 
At Big Red, he helped the 1952 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En mute, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville 

team its only two losses, 
In football, the All-Ohio lineman selected the University of Iowa over Ohio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors three times. He mnde 22 AU-America 

tenms at guard, including a record 15 in 1954. As team cnptain, he earned the Out1and Trophy given fu the nation's top interior lineman nnd became one of onJy two 
consensus All-America picks at Iowa, w~ he played both offense and defense. 

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Iowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the 
All-Tune Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by Iowa, one of onJy two ut the school. 

He was the first African-American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports lliustrated. 
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Bernie Allen (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1957) 

Carl 
Hamill 

Bernie 
Mehen 

Jule 
Rivlin 

A IO-letter winner in three sports for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football terun; a regular basketball player on team which upset 
tmbcaten Steubenville in the sectional tournament; wtd an nll-stnte baseball infielder. He played in the Ohio All-Star Baseball Grune W1d was on winning Ohio football 
team in annuol Ohio-West Vrrginia AJI-Stnr Game. 

At Pun:lue University, he earned six letters us football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports wid All-Big Ten in baseball. 
Allen earned National Football Back of Week hooon; from The Associated Press and Sports Tilustmted for play in upset of Ohio State. He was Purdue's Outstanding 

Senior Athlete for 1960-61. 
Allen signed a pro baseball contract in 1961 with the Minnesota Thins. After spending one year in the minor lengues at Clwlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year major 

league career from 1962-73 with the Twins, Wo.sh.ington Senators, New York Yankees und MonbUI Expos. In 1%2, he wru; runner-up to the Yunkees' Tom Tresh for the 
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962. In 1972, he hit three home runs in the Hull of Fm:ne game in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

He's been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifth inductee into the Purdue Hall and wus a charter inductee into the East Liverpool Hall of 
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Prune. 

Russ Craft (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1939) 
He was n three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley nnd All-Stnte honoG us a senior football back. 
Craft plnyed football, baseball and ran track at the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and earned second team AIJ-SOutbeastem 

Conference honors. 
Drn:fted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the National Football League, he played eight seasons (1946-53) as a defensive back-kick returner and was selected to the 

All-Tune Eagles' Team. He played on Eagles' terurn which won NFL titles in 1948 nod 1949 and finished second in 1947. He wus named to the Pro Bowl in 1951 and 
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass inten::eptioos in one game against the Curtlinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steel er extra-point kicks 
in 1952 game and returned a kickoff for a ten terun record 103 ynnls uga.inst the Rums in 1950. 

Craft is credited o.s the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard p!JJ.stic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seasons as a player.1issistaot coach with the 
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Films' presentation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-ynrd 1D return, 
of a pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Farner Elroy (Crazylegs) Hiw:h of the R.nms. 

Craft is inducted into the W. Va Sports Hall of FllIIle llOO the Upper Ohio Vnlley Dapper Dan Hall. 

Carl Hamill (Linsly School, Class of 1922) 
A legendary athlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout at Linsly aod Bethany College. An All-Valley football player, he also scored 

un unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring em. 
From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs from three states nnd went 166-35-13 including a 111-10 

mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 nnd 1949 when the Red Riders 
won the first-ever WVSSAC ID.IBest class state playoff title llild the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 baseball terun 
to its secood state one-class crown (the other was in 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost u 38-37 regiooal title game to unbenten Wheeling High, which went on to 
win the championship. He was selected West Vuginia ''Coach of the Year., for high school and college all sports. 

In basketball, he guided Weir to a 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942. 
Hamill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inductee into the Ohio 

Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper Dan coaching award is nnmed for him and he wus one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on a 
downtown mural. The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor. 

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938) 
The first Ohio Valley athlete to be selected first team all-stnte basketball three straight years, he led the Wildcats to W. Va. state titles in 1936 and 1938 including a 24-0 

record in 1938. 
During those three years th.at he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points in 84 c.nreer 

games with many coming during the centec jwnp, low scoring era. 
He later earned All-America and All.Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 194-1 Southeastern Conference 

championship. Af'W serving in World War II, where he wus wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toledo Jeeps. 
He was inducted into the City of ~ling Hall of Fame in 1992. 

Jule Rivlin (Trirulelphia High School, Class of 1935) 
He was an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Triads to a 20-1 record in 1934. He also wo.s the high-point scorec in the 1935 one-clnss state track 

meet :where he won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards nod wa.<1 a member of the medley relay winning uniL 
At Mnmha.ll College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Little AIJ-America honors 

while setting a school season scoring record with 5JC! points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marsh.all basketball team to two 
Mid America Conference titles. 

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 195()..52. 
In 1947, he wus the Most Valunble Player in the World Tournament in Otlcago whlch featured the nation's best pro teams including the Harlem Globetrotters. 
He wo.s 111980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is u member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio 

Valley Dapper Dan. 
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Rudy Barie (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938) 
He was a first team All-W.Vn. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC chnrter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section 

finals. As a junior, he helped the lronmen to a state tournament berth and the school's best-ever record of 23-2. 
At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Invitation Tournament championship in New York's 

Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed
ed lust in the eight-team event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-39, and Western 
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team's only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record. 

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Barie served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to 
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J ., where his teams won more than 300 games. 

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF inductee. 

Mike Basrak (Bellaire High School, Class of 193 I) 
The 6-3, 210-pound football center started 22 games in his Big Reds' career and earned All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley honors before becoming the 

first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duquesne and was selected All-America 
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors. Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial 
banner above the front entrance to the City Building. 

In the second National Football League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall league selection in the first round by the Pittsburgh Pirates, later 
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product h.as been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the OVAC Hall in 2006, also was 
a fifth pick. Bnsrak played two seasons in the NFL. 

Les Camey (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952) 
A IO-letter winner in four sports - football, basketball, baseball and track - for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing game 

in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wmtersville, however, didn't join the OVAC until 1955 after Camey accepted a scholarship to Ohio University, 
As n sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military 

service. 
After retuming,he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while earning NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA 

220.ynrd dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won 
the conference J()(}.yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records. 

Camey was drafted by the NFL Baltimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track 
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games und won a silver medal at 200 meters. 

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters und earned n spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200•meter finals, 
he earned a silver medal in a photo fmish with hometown hero Livia Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 205 seconds. Carney's time of 20.6 
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7. 

Charles 'Doc' Hartwig (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930) 
An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fnme and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He plnyed for 

Coach Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school's first unbeaten season of 8..0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain, 
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earned All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season. 
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman plnyed on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record. 

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president. 
Hartwig became a national hero when he was pictorially featured on a Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored. 
He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department. 
Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hartwig Field, after the school's only All-American. 

Jim 'Monk' Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931) 
He earned 10 letters in three sports - football, basketball nnd baseball - nnd was an All•Eastern Ohio and AU-Valley football end under Coach Fred 

Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament. 
After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6.foot, 186-pounder became a three-year starter at Stanford University and played on the famed 

"Vow Boys" team - so named for vowing not to lose to Southern Cnlifornin during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat
ed USC three times and compiled 1125-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls. Stanford won twice and Moscrip, 
n two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game. 

He was selected by the old NFL Brooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL cnreer was two seasons with the Detroit Lions. 
A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame. 
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Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953). 

George 
Burgwin 

Kenny 
Griffith 

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaten 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history. 

Jim 
Keane 

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the International News Service 
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll. 

The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Feny, Salem, Ashtnbula and Wellsville and 
tied Sandusky, 13-13. 

Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance qtmrterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and 
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell und he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season. 

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-year career. 
An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hnll of Fame, Bell ulso was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game. 

John Blatnik (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939). 
He was a two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which 

advanced to the Ohio state basketball tournament in the largest C1nss A division. 
The 1938 team, coached by FJoyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vmcent before bowing to eventunl champion Newark in the scmifmals, 

In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defented Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual chrunpion Akron North in the quar
terfinals. 

Baseball was where Bllltoik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (Tubby) Edmundson in high school and 
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for 
six weeks with the C1eve1and Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season. 

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the C1ass D Penn State Lengue. He then competed, ns a first baseman und outfielder, 
in Fargo, ND., und Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wtlkes-Bnrre,Pa., before being 
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plllS minor league stops, from 1948-56 
before retiring from baseball. 

GeorKe 'Puck' Burgwin (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). 
A legendury early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams against top tri-state 

competition from 1929-32. 
He was the anchor of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a pmgrom which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a 

junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine gwnes - both Big Red records after 75 years and OV standards for six decades. 
His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 rushing yards are both Big Red school records. 
A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in truck, baseball and basketball and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s. 
He played one col1ege season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 1947-48 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into 

the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame. 
Burgwin died of a heart attack nt age 37 in 1951. 

Kenny Griffith (Well.sburg High School, □ass of 1937). 
He was a senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its fin;t, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 reguJar season record. It ended a 

school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clurk, in the regional finals with a loss to Benwocid Union. 
He enrolled at Alderron-Broaddus College, where he became a national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring 

record of 1,596 points set by national Hall of Farner Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his 
Inst two seasons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) and becrune the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season. 

In 1941, the small college All-American becwne the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed 
in a national All-Star game in Chicngo. 

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Farner who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasiwn, he was selected to the all-time West Vuginia Conference team. 
After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears. 

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Institute, □ass of 1941). 
The Bellaire native wns a six-sport Cadet lettennan in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He earned All-Valley honors in football and 

received a football scholarship to the University of Iowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago. 
A 6-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League -

the first six with the Bean; nnd one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie seru.on, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi
onship grune. 

In his second seaSon, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards nnd 10 touchdowns in 12 games. 
His seven-year, St-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
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Tom Kinkade (Toronto High School, ClllSs of 1938) 
He was 11 football nnd basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio Stnte University. 
As 11 senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season. 

The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport. 
Tbe 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led all scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points 

n game. 
In a 82-31 rout of Midlnnd, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort 

nt the time nnd lusted as a school record for 30 years. 
A quarterback in footbaU, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letterman nnd two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teruns 

which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay 
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football. 

Fred Negus (Martins Ferry High School, ClllSS of 1940) 
He was n three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as n junior center uod senior full

back while serving as team captain in two sports. 
After n year in prep school, he plnyed football two years at the University of Wisconsin and erunedAII-Big Ten as a sophomore center on nn 8-1-1 record 

team ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earned AU-Big Ten center as a junior at the University of Michigan and 
also lettered in track. After n year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where be competed on the Marines' football terun, he was drafted by the NFL's Cleveland 
Rams, but opted to return to the University of WLSConsio. He earned his third All-Big Teo first center honors and competed for the College All-Star team 
against the Chicago Bears. 

After college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-Americnn Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears. 
In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Frune. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wts. 

Charley Seabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937) 
He was n three-sport standout in football, basketbal1 nnd baseball at old Benwcxxl Union High, earning All-West Virginia one-cluss honors in football 

and basketball and was A11-Val1ey in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus 
a state tournament berth. During that run, the Iron.men ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling. 

At West Vrrginia University, he earned seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball nod baseball. 
A three-year stnrter as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he o.lso batted .300 as a left-handed baseball first baseman and played gourd 
in basketball. 

He WllS selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame, In 1977, he was 
inducted into the West Vuginin Sports Hall of Fume. 

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Oeveland Rums before serving in the U.S. Anny, After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of 
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL as blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team 
regarded as the best in team hi.story prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team. 

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, he died in 1981. 

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, ClllSs of 1939) 
He was a three-sport Big Reds' athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on th.rec teams 

which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC. The three teruns had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1. 
He earned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was terun captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selectiortB. 
Skorlch was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U .S, Navy, After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the 

Steelers before turning to coaching - fm,t in high school before serving as nn assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming 
Eagles' head coach for three seasons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns' staff and became the Browns' head conch from 1971-74. After leaving 
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004. 

Moffat Storer (The Llnsly School, OllSs of 1939) 
He Willi a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and bi!ck where he set the loogest-lasting Ohio Valley and W, Va, record in the JOO-yard dash. 
An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for bis record-setting first pince finish in the 

1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the most prestigious meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV 
record books for four decades nod was the best-ever in West Vuginia until 1972. 

He continued his football and bilck career at Duke Uoivefliity wh= he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bowl game against Oregon State, It was 
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War IT in the Pacific. He also 5tanro on the Blue Devils' track team and 
led the sprint relay unit to a victory in the prestigious Penn Relays. 

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, after graduation, served in the anned forces. 
He lived in Cbattnnooga, Tenn., for several years, nnd is deceased. 
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Floyd Baker - The gradw!te ofWittenbef!l University left his boys' basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45. 
He put Bridgeport High on the rouodbaJI map during a golden era from 1934-40 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3, 

all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and 
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blatnik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56. 

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the 
Ohio stnte tournament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad. 

He started the Purple Riders' golden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 Wld included 12 sectiomtl titles, six by Baker-coached teams. 
His final six Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-45, his teams went 122-9. Thill included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of 

Farner Lou Groza, nnd followed by records of 22-3, 24--1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-game winning streak ended in 1942. The 1944 tenm (26--1 ), led by Hall of 
Farner Alex Grom, won the fmt OVAC Class AA title. His seven-yenr Ferry record was 159-21. 

Bilker's 14---year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Clnss A championship. He 
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind. 

Carl Hoppel (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known 
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last 
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he plnced third, be could hove been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as 
n junlor and senior to become a three-time champion. 

Hoppel, who also played football ut Beaver, was never pinned in four years nod fmisbed his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi
onships. He was honored at the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournament as one of the Top 15 "Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers." 

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Tournament nnd had 12 state placers including six champions 
- three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High. 

Drrl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric. 

Dick Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He nnd older brother Bernie Mehen, who wns honored ns nn OVAC Legend in 2006, bccmne 
the first two West Vrrginia basketball players to earn all--class, first tenm aJl-state basketball honors three times. The 6--foot-5 center was honored as a11-state 
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA cbrunpionship. The OVAA was a 
conference forerunner of the OVAC. 

In 1938, when lx>th Dick and Bernie Meben started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkmnn, an OVAC 
Legends charter selection. The Wtldcnts went 64--3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter. 

As a senior, Mehen scored 556 points to lend the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Vrrginia, and ended his prep cureer with more than 1.300 
points, a high tollll for that era. 

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennessee and earned two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America. He 
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA ero., including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Triadelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin. 

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, CillSS of 1933). A live•sport Big Red letterman in football, basketball, baseball nnd track, he was the 
"T" qwrrterbnck on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon and also featured OVAC Legend George (Puck) 
Burgwin. Big Red went 26--1 in his three years at quarterback. 

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament. 
At West Vrrginia State, Robinson captained three teruns in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, and qunrterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team. 
He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won 85 percent of their grunes while producing numerous college and pro athletes 

at Cass Tech and Pershing High School. 
In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach ut a major university - Illinois State - where he coached Olympian and NBA player 

Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons' staff us a scout. 
He's aJso a member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michigan Sports Hall, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at 

age%, in 2008. 

Jack Simons (New Cumberland High School, Class of 1920). He has held the Ohio Valley single.senson football scoring record for90 yean;, In 1919, 
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) performer at the school 
which was mergcd,along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, to enm first 
team all-state football honors. 

At West Vuginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well as linebacker. He started on the 10-0--1 record 1922 team, 
the only unbeaten team in school history, He was captain of the 7- 1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 aJl-time WVU decade team. 

In 1924, he spent one year as player-coach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program at old St. 
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and the W. 
Va. State Sports Hall of Fame. He died, at age%, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency. 
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Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Closs of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting 
school 1,600- ond 3,200-meter school records which remam on the books. 

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4:20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books. 
AB a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mi1e run. 

As a senior, Bentz wns undefeated in cross country and track while setting an Ohio rn·o-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing 
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La. 

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972 
NCAA title. In track, his tewns won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA chwnpionship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country 
and track seasons while earning All-SEC honors. 

Charles (Punque) Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Coaches Hall of 
Fame and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Ohio maps with a 22-
year record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40. 

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team wos led by OVAC Hall of Fame 
Legends George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. 

In a pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1926, 1930, 1931, 1935), He coached seven 
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads. 

From 1922-26, Big Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Carnegie College freshmen. They 
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts. 

He also coached Big Red basketball to a 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team. 
As a high school senior (I 911-12), be captained Big Red football, basketball and baseball teams and was a football quarterback. He died in I 978. 
Jim Jordan (Chester High School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class 

West Virginia AH-State team after leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament. were to 26-1 record state 
champion Wheeling High. 

In five years of college play, Jordan competed for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St Marys 
(Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mnson-Dixon Conference. 

He enrolled nt the University of North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two 
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished os NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring. Featured on a Tar Heel trading card ofbasketba11 legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafters 
of the Dean Smith Center. 

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildcats' 1947 NIT title team and the 1948 
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall ofFamer and All-American, Alex Graza of Martins Ferry. Both Graza and Jordan were later 
selected to the All-Tune Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer. 

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years. 
Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville High School, Closs of 1941). In high school, he was a football running back and captain of the 1940 Big 

Red team, the finnl one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. 
He entered West Point in the lost pre-World War II class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with o 8.S. in 

engineering. 
He served as captain of the 1943 Anny team and earned the Most Valuable Player award while being named to every first team All-America selec

tion as a 6-foo~ 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the notion's outstanding lineman in 1943. 
After graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952. In 1956, he became head of the 

Physical Education Department nt the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served os Athletic Director nt the University of Pittsburgh. 
He was selected Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977. 
Myslinski died in 1993. 
Norman (Wild Man) Willey (Pine Grove High School, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-mnn 

footbal1 teams at the smnlfer enrolfment schools. 
The 6-foot-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tomados. 
After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and briefly attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he 

played football and basketball. 
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafted in the 13th round by the NFL's Philadelphia Eagles, where he played eight seusons from 1950-

57. He was a two-time Pro Bowl selection and is n member, alon$ with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the AU-Time &gles' honor roll. 
Willey is credited as the reuson the NFL started charting defensive sacks after it wos reE?,rted he was unofliciaJJy credited with 17 sacks against 

New York Giants' quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct. 26, 1952. He earned the nickname Wild Man" from his pass rushing resulting in opponents' 
yarclllj!e losses. 

An mductee into the Marshall and West Virginia State Si/°rts Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with a ''Norman Willey Day" on Sept 
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming "Home ofWtld Man Willey were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School. 
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Embarks on 70th Year 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F.W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing, 
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman 
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference's first 
president. 

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley. 

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the 
United States. A total of 50 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 17,000 athletes 
in the various competitive athletic areas. 

It is the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of 
all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship, 
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference. 

Current OVAC Member Schools 
Paden City 
Bishop Donahue 
Weirton Madonna 
St. John Central 
Conotton Valley 
Beallsville 
Bridgeport 
Valley 
Trinity Christian 
Toronto 
Cameron 
Shadyside 
Frontier 
Linsly 
Wellsville 
East Richland Christian 
Hundred 

Steubenville Catholic Central 
Caldwell 
River 
Shenandoah 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
Momoe Central 
Buckeye Trail 
Fort Frye 
Barnesville 
Magnolia 
Bellaire 
Tyler Consolidated 
Union Local 
Martins Ferry 
St. Clairsville 
Meadowbrook 
Clay-Battelle 
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Oak Glen 
Harrison Central 
Indian Creek 
Steubenville 
Weir 
Edison 
East Liverpool 
Buckeye Local 
Beaver Local 
Cambridge 
Parkersburg South 
Brooke 
John Marshall 
Wheeling Park 
Morgantown 
University 
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