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celebrating traditions of the
annual hall of fame banquet

ROBINSON DRIVE - THE HIGHLANDS -

ROBINSON
AUTO GROUP

(304) 233-8000 / GM
(304) 232-1880 / Toyota
(304) 232-2400 / Ford
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The OVAC Hall of Fame Committee. Front row, left to right, Doug Huff, Don Zinni, DickWolf, Ron Mauck
and Jeff Harrison. Back row, Tom Rataiczak, Bob Koch, Seth Staskey, Robert “Bubba” Kapral, Tom Tisher
and Kelly Rine.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Committee

................................................ Sports Editor, The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge
................................................... Retired Sports Editor, The Intelligencer, Wheeling

Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral ... Managing Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
Bob KOCh ..ottt OVAC Football All-Star Game Director
Ron Mauck .......cooevvvrveeeeenns Former OVAC Football All-Star, Wrestling Tournament Director
Tom Rataiczak.............. e OVAC Executive Secretary
Kelly Rine ...........cccoevvinnenene. ceeveeteeresse e e neeereeenns Athletic Director, St. Clairsville High School
Seth Staskey ......cccccvivimciiciinninnnn rerererrereees Sports Editor, The Times Leader, Martins Ferry
TOM TESHET .......oveeeeeeiiiirerecccrencte s ste s ebesessae e Athletic Director, River High School
Dick Wolf ... JFormer East Liverpool City Schools Board Member

oottt teverenrasesennaseeenn——aenneasestbabassesnnaasensra st rennanaeanirass OVAC Football Commissioner




2012-2013 OVAC
Executive Board

The OVAC Executive Board for 2012-2013. Front row, left to right, Bob Koch, Football All-Star Game Director;
Dan Enich, West Virginia Board Member; Jeff Crasier, Vice-President; Corey Murphy, President; Dr. Dan Doyle,
Fast President; Jerry Narcisi, Ohio Board Member; Walt Skaggs, Ohio Board Member. Second row, Fred King, Class
1A Representative; Ed Cihy, Class 2A Representative; Molly Feller, Class 3A Representative; Kelly Rine, Class 44
Representative; Rick Leach, Class 5A Representative; Thomas E. Rataiczak, Executive Secretary/Treasurer.
Back row, Steve Wojcik, Baseball Commissioner; John Howell, Basketball Commissioner; Ron White, Assistant
Basketball Commissioner; Don Zinni, Football Commissioner; Dave Clutter, Assistant Football Commissioner;
Tom Bechtel, Softball Commissioner; Pegi Bannan, Volleyball Commissioner. Absent: Bernie Dolan, West Virginia
Board Member; Dr. Dianna Vargo, West Virginia Board Member.




- Ohio Valley Board
of Football Officials

congratulates

Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel

our long-time member
(Board secretary for 25-plus years)

on his induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000.0000000000000000#0000

Officers Executive Committee
President Jeff Loeffler Joe Koler
Vice-President Larry Rine Bruce Myers
Secretary Mike Clyde Butch Minkemeyer

Treasurer Jerry Ames




ongrats Chris Starr!

We are very proud of you!

The Starr Family

Howard
Susan
Julie
Dan
Andrea
Tiger




The Straub Automotive Group

Wishes to Congratulate
Danny Abramowicz
-On His Well-Deserved Induction

Into the OVAC Hall of Fame.

Best Wishes, Danny,
From The Entire Fato Family.

God Bless




The Martins Ferry High School
Athletic Department

congratulates

FEudie Joseph (MFHS Class of 1945)
and
Doug Swearingen (MFHS Class of 1979)

Eudie Joseph Doug Swearingen

on their induction
.into the OVAC Hall of Fame




Art Hehr

Bridgeport
High School
Class of 1959

Congratulations
on your

induction to the
OVAC Hall of Fame!!!!!

The Bridgeport High School
Athletic Department
“Home of the Bulldogs™




IN MEMORY OF FLUSHING’S FINEST

o 2012 OVAC Hall of Fame

'y o 1955 UPI Ist Team All Ohio
o Career points 1961
¢ Flushing Mayor 1988-90

SPONSORED BY FRIENDS & TEAMMATES:

Flushing American Legion Post 366

Charles Campanizzi, 1953, 1954, 1955 Teammate

Willie Diosi (deceased 2011) 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955 Teammate
Fred Kidd

Jake Kidd

Tom Michelli

Bob Twarog




GUERNSEY STREET GREATS

Congratulations to OVAC Hall of Famers
Gene Ammirante and Kenny Howell

It’s been our
pleasure to chronicle
your accomplishments

The Times Leader
Bubba Kapral
Seth Staskey
Rich Gibson
Kim North
Rick DeLuca

Gene Ammirante Kenny Howell

The
Steubenville Catholic Central
Athletic Boosters

congratulate

Danny Abramowicz

on his induction into
the OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2012




NEVER QUIT.

FrOM A FAMILY’S FIRST CAMPUS VISIT TO
(GRADUATION DAY, THESE WORDS ECHO
THROUGHOUT THE LINSLY EXPERIENCE:

TO PERSEVERE THROUGH
ADVERSITY.

TO SHOW GRACE IN VICTORY
AND DEFEAT.

TO RESPECT THE OPPOSITION.

ol

THESE VALUES SERVE STUDENTS WELL WHILE THEY ARE AT LINSLY AND THROUGH THEIR
COLLEGE AND PROFESSIONAL LIVES.

CONGRATULATIONS 2012 OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
AND LINSLY ALUMNI;

GARY SPRAGUE
EUDIE JOSEPH
ALEX WELKER “77

The Linsly School

, FORWARD AND NO RETREAT g

60 Knox Lane Wheeling, WV 26003 304-233-1436 www.linsly.org

10




(ongratulations

Shawn YVincent

on your inducdion into the

OVAC Hall of Fame

Love Your Pround Family:
Jodi, Kelsey, Jasmine, Jordan, Tremnt,
Izaac, Don & Sandy, Jay, Lomnry, Summer & Kassidy

Jim Carey

' OVAC Hall of Fame Inductee '

TRNEST
FaPATH
LN

Congmmfaﬁom. L

Tacufty, Stcﬁ" and Adminstration
WEITR ‘J—ﬁ’gﬁ School
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THE SAMUEL A. MUMLEY MEMORIAL BASKETBALL CLASSIC

CONGRATULATES OUR DIRECTOR
TOM ‘BEAR’ BECHTEL

AND FORMER DIRECTOR
GENE AMMIRANTE

ON THEIR INDUCTION INTO THE

OVAC HALL OF FAME

36TH ANNUAL
ALL-STAR
BASKETBALL
GAME

SAMUEL A. MUMLEY MEMORIAL CLASSIC

Sunday, April 7, 2013
Ohio University Eastern Gym

TOM BECHTEL
Game Director 2004-Present
Increased Game Scholarships from $2,000 to $3,000

GENE AMMIRANTE
Former Game Director 1982-87 - 1990-94
Founded and Directed The OVAC Basketball Coaches Clinic
Through the Initial Six Years 2002-2008
Established the Annual Basketball Coaches Clinic Scholarship
$1,000 Awarded to the Son or Daughter of an OVAC Basketball Coach
Named OVAC Coach of the Year 2004

12




Congratulations Goach A

26 of 30
Winning Seasons

70%
Career Winning

4
19-Win Seasocns

7
204 Win
Seasons

2
18-Win Seasons

14
OVAC
Championships

471-205
Career W-L 14
Record Section
Championships
2
Undefeated 5
Regular Seasons District
Champianships
Coach Gene Ammirante Reconal
Finalists
Head Basketball Coach
. . 4
Bellaire High School Regiona
1 9 81 _201 1 Semil Finalists
1
Regional
Championship
Nearly 16
Career Average
Wins Per Year
1
State
Final Four
15
Top 20

State Rankings

Not I or Me, but Us and We

Compliments of the
Bellaire Athletic Departrment
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Congratulations

Catholic Central High School
Graduate

Danny Abramowicz

PRUER S1TOHLYD
FUBENVILLE

:

4 tj “

From C. C. H. S.
Faculty, Students & Staff




on being inducted te the CVAC FHall of Fame.
We are very proud of you!

Love,
Mom

Brother Ren and Unn, Natalie & Ulysaa
Sisten Diana and Jim, Samantha & Nikki
Brother Dennis and Jane, Kyle, Jameson
Briana, Matt, Jaxon & Madelyn
Sisten Mary and Rick, Spencer, Larker, Saylor & Emma
Brother Chris. and Heather, Feyton & Ulex
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You’ve taught us about life, about basketball, about family. More
importantly you’ve taught us hard work will bring you success, there is
no pain in admitting you're wrong, & that there is inherent value in
saving that extra dollar. You teach us preparedness, punctuality, &
tough skin when the world isn’t so kind. You showed us that no matter
whether you're the leading scorer, or the last person an the bench, you
will be suspended for the biggest game of the year if you show up late.
Crying is for when someone is sick, God comes first, and there is no
one in this world that will ever come before your family. You may think
we aren’t listening or weren’t paying aftention, but we noticed. We are
lucky just to know you, but we are beyond blessed to be able to call you
Dad. No matter what you did or where you went, you always made us
#1. We'll always be your biggest fans,

Love, Mom, Lin, Jer, Katie & Milano

16




Ohio Valley Board
of Softball Umpires

congratulates

Tom ‘Bear’ Bechtel

e Founder of OV Board
* 35-year member
e Only secretary and rules interpreter
in board history
» Assigner for 33 years

on his induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

17




Congratulations

Thean..... w8l Now

The Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches’ Association
salutes and thanks you for your contribution to wrestling
in the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference




Congratulations

MEADOWBROOK

OVAC Hall of Famer

Amber Ellison

Meadowbrook High School
Class of 1999

From
The Meadowbrook

Athletic Department

i9




- The Buckeye Local
Athletic Department

congratulates
Jim George
Smithfield Spartans
Class of 1950

OVAC ‘Legend’

OO0
Congratulations

Carter Howell
Flushing High School
Class of 1955

OVAC Hall of Fame
‘Legend’ honoree

’WW

The Weir High
Soccer Boosters

.are proud to recognize
Jimmy Carey
on his induction

into the 2012 OVAC
Hall of Fame

NG N N N

Chris Starr
1986 Buckeye Trail
High School Graduate

On behalf of the East Guernsey Local
School District, congratulations on
your induction into the Ohio Valley

Athletic Conference Hall of Fame.

Richard Hall
Superintendent

20




A Tribute To
A Local Legacy

Charles “Red” Donley

A U.S. Marine Corps veteran of World War [l, Donley was born
and raised in Wellshurg, W.Va.

Charles "Red" Donley hegan his hroadcast career at WSTV radio
in 1947, first broadcasting high school foothall games out of the
hack of his station wagan.

Besides his duties at WSTV, Red was also the track announcer at the
former Waterford Race Track in Chester, W.Va. Having witnessed
Red's work as a great track announcer, the founder of the Pittshurgh
Steelers - Art Rooney Sr. - hired him to work alongside Ray Scott

to broadcast Pittshurgh Steelers foothall games.

When Russ Craft Co., the ewners of WSTV radio, decided to start up
a television station, they turned to Red Donley to take on the duties
of sports director.

In 1961, Donley's talents took him to WIIC-TV Channel 11 in Pittshurgh
(now WPXI-TV). There, he hecame the voice of University of Pittshurgh
foothall.

Donley also produced several award-winning sports documentaries,
including a trip to Carolina, Puerto Rico, to feature major league
hasehall Hall of Famer Roherto Clemente.

In 1970, Red returned to Channel 9 and began an 18-year stint as the
main news anchor. He retired in December 1988 after 41 years of
service in the broadcast industry. Many young reporters learned their
craft from him and were ahle to enhance their careers due to Red's
tutelage.

Red Donley passed away in January 1998. After his passing, the address
of WTOV-TV was changed to 9 Red Donley Plaza to honor his legacy. In
2006, the Ohio Association of Broadcasters henored Red by inducting
him into the Qhio Associated Press Broadcasters Hall of Fame.




*NEVER FORGOTTEN*

THANKS FOR YOUR CONRIBUTION TO BELLATIRE HIGH SCHOOL'S
COACH GINE AMMIRANTE'S INDUCTION TO THE
O.V.AC. HALL OF FAME

SCOTT COYNE - Bellaire High School All-Ohio Point Guard

COACH EARL HABERFIELD - Basketball Coach Wheeling
Central, Bishop Donahue, Wintersville, Amherst Steele,
Founder of OVAC All-star Basketball Game

COACH DAVE ICE - Bellaire H.S. Assistant Baskethall Coach
TRUE MR. BIG RED

COACH GEORGE KOVALICK - Bellaire H.S. Football Coach
and Athletic Director

COACH MARK MATZ - Bishop Donahue, Bellaire High
School - Hired Coach A 1n 1976

COACH DICK POTTS - River High School Basketball Coach

COACH SKIP PROSSER - Linsley, Wheeling Central, Xavier
Loyola (MD), Wake Forest Basketball Coach

22




From the Administration, Faculty, Alumni and Friends of

E St JOHN
CENTRAL

Congratulations

Joseph C. Maroon, MD

SJC Class of 1958

Kenneth W. Howell

SJC Class of 2000

And the entire 2012 OVAC Hall of Fame Class

Joining
Richard L. Boron - SJC Class of 1965; OVAC HoF 2011
Stephanie Petho - SJIC Class of 1992; OVAC HoF 2004
Allan Hornyak - SJC Class of 1969; OVAC HoF 2004

St. John Central High School

StJohnCentralHS.org
A 125-Year Legacy of Catholic Education
Developing our students to be Critical Thinkers & Compassionate Leaders.

STRONG TRADITION E BRIGHT FUTURE




CONGRATULATIONS

NEW OVAC HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

DENVER WILLIAMS - CADIZ HIGH SCHOOL

DAVE JONES - JEWETT-SCIO HIGH SCHOOL

HARRISON CENTRAL BOOSTERS CLUB

24




Congratulations to these Bellaire Basketball senior
players who helped place Coach Gene Ammirante
(“Coach A”) into the OVAC Hall of Fame!

1982
Record: 13-9
Seniors: Jeff Helms, Bill

Kahl, Richard Leigh, James
Wesley

1983
Record: 13-10
Titles: Sectional Champion,
District Semi-Finalist
Seniors: Andy Bobka, Jeff
Carmen, Mike Kahl, Glen
Yoho

1984
Record: 9-12
Seniors: John Buddenberg,
Don Giffin, Quintin Helms,
Todd Weekley

1985
Record: 18-4
Seniors: Dave Feller, Jeff
Frey, Todd Kinder, Scott
Maffe, Mark Martin

1986
Record: 14-7
Seniors: Doug Bennington,
Keith Blanchard, Bob Cam-
sky, Tom Dobrovich, Eric Fi-
Jalkowski, Robey Jeffreys, Pat
Meinte!, David Youngblood

1987
Record: 8-13
Senlors: Ray Benesh, Billy
Dadds, Jim Sabinski, Chris
Stevens

1988
Record: 16-6
Titles: OVAC Champions,
Sectional Champion, District
Semi-Finalist
Seniors: Dave Caldwell,
Chris Kelly, Mark Spigarelli,
Scolt Thomas

1989

Record: 19-4

Titles: OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champion, District
Finalist

Seniors: Jim Kruger, R. D.
Ramsey, Che Sitton, Scott
Woods

1990
Record: 14-7
Titles: OVAC Champion
Seniors: Bob Arno, Bill Bell-
vilie, Jim Buddenberg, Ezan
Elisworth, Steve Fisher, Joe
Galloway, Eric Patterson, Mar-
cus Raine, C. J. Snell

1991

Record: 20-3

Titles: OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champion, District
Semi-Finalist

Seniors: Hedy Heathering-
ton, David lce, Chris Jones,
Matt Kinter, Greg Stevens

1992

Record: 19-6

Titles; Sectional Champion,
District Champion, Regional
Semi-Finalist

Seniors: J. R. Battista, Chad
Magistro, Billy Marinacct, Mike
Sechrest

1993
Record: 20-5
Titles: OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champion, District
Champion, Regional Semi-
Finalist
Seniors: Mike Call, Mike
Dunfee, Ben Sahinsky

1994
Record: 21-1
Titles: OVAC Champion,
Undefeated Regular Season
Seniors: Jay Bellville, Scott
Coyne, Correy Eimer, John
Farrier, Jason Tuitle

1995
Record: 17-4
Titles: OVAC Champion
Seniors: Ryan Clark, Jer-
emiah Johnson, Keith Pitts,
Scott Pitts

1996

Record: 20-4

Titles: OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champion, District
Champion, Regional Finalist
Seniors: Jerry Ammirante,
Jose Davis, Dusty Kinder,
Hutch McFeley, Bob Roth, C.
J. Zerfoss

1997

Record: 16-B

Titles: OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champion, District
Champion, Regional Semi-
Finalist

Seniors: Grant Allen, Chas
Cali, Brian Porter, Ben Taylor

4998
Record: 15-7
Seniors: Nathan Brinker,
Clint Lekanudos, Ty Masci-
arelli, Richie Materkoski, J. 1.
Schmidli

1999
Record: 19-2
Titles: OVAC Champion
Seniors: Jay Cordery, Josh
Johnson, Chris Lednik, Mar-
cus Piits, Kevin Porter, Bobby
West

2000
Record: 22-2
Titles: OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champicn, District
Finalist
Seniors: Tony Lekanudos,
Chris Ofat, Drew Spencer,
Josh Tuttle, James Watts

2001
Record: 13-9
Seniors: Don Abbuhl, Matt
Materkoski, Derek Myers, P.
J. Russell, Matt Sherwood,
Marcus Vincent, Rich Wojn-
arowski

2002
Record: 13-9
Seniors: Ben Doyle, Mark
Dunfee, Corey Henry

2003
Record: 18-5
Titles: OVAC Champicn,
Sectional Champion, District
Semi-Finalist
Seniors: Scott Beveridge

2004

Record: 22-5

Titles: Secticnal Champion,
District Champion, Regional
Champion, State Final Four
Semi-Finalist

Seniors: Aaron Agnew, Josh
Fisher, Adam Lucci, Chris
Palmer

2005
Record: 19-6
Titles: OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champion, District
Champion, Regional Semi-
Finalist
Seniors: Zach Bowman,
Mikel Fisher, Jay Ofat

2006
Record: 23-1
Titles: Undefeated Regular
Season, OVAC Champion,
Sectional Champion, District
Finalist
Seniors: Andraw Bobka,
Todd Coyne, Nate Davis,
Jerred Ryan

2007
Record: 12-9
Seniors: Joey Fry, Jayson
Keyser, Mikel Williams, Tim-
my Young

2008
Record: 4-17
Seniors: Derrick Tolliver

2009
Record: 10-12
Seniors: Brandon Metz

2010
Record: 10-10
Seniors: Trevor Bobka, Jake
Camsky, Levi Crozier, Josh
Lish, Kasey Tuttle

2011
Recerd: 12-9
Seniors: Trovonte' Black-
man, Anthony Rocchio, Josh
Tolliver

25
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Doug Swearingen

Congratulations
on your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

We are so proud of your achievement!
Your loving family,
Mia, D] and Angie, Anna, Maria, Sarah
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Congratulations

Danny Abramowicz

on your induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame

The Crusaders are proud of you!

o) B0 @ SreCR RS Rsse
TABGET
antho
MInINg Eompany, inc. SPORIT
e Fxi
STEUBENVHLLE, OHID 43952

“TT PAYS TO PLAY”

Abbert Carapaliotti  Michsel Carapeliotti  Paul Carapellotii

27




The St. Clairsville High School
Athletic Department

congratulates

Shawn Vincent
(St. Clairsville High School Class of 1987)

on his induction
into the OVAC Hall of Fame
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Even then,
we knew you were
destined
for great things.

CONGRATULATIONS
to our inductee....
Son, Brother, Uncle &
Great Uncle....
GENE AMMIRANTE
“Coach A”

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES

Love Always, Your family,

Nanna

Anna & Bob
JR., Christine & Jeana
Stacy, Joe & Cooper

31




Do laac'xg %W

9 kad a dream last night, dear Brother;
T dreamed that yaw cwere kere.

My hears was filled with joy, wy Brather;
Beat knowing gou were near.

We walked alony together that wight
Talking abact haw weck cwe'ue gracum.

e talked and lacwghed tagethen, my Crothen;
Jecat shaning our loue alone.

T awoke ta find you misaing, my Brather;
¢ cacsed my keart ta grleve,

Por thaughk 7 knoc that ysu kave gone.
My heart will wo Belieae.

The Renwaod Pamily




Locations. -

108 Technology Drive CUPMCWest "
Butler; FA16001 160{} Corappalis Hefghts Rﬂad,
Suitu G -
Graanvlkle Medtcal Center o '
" Lower I.eval‘ﬂ p : .'1- \ : Moon Township; PA 15108
90 Shenanga SE™ UPMC Passavant -
; Greenvme, PMaTzs ; 2 Main, Sulte 2096 -

" Grove City. Mu]”{cal Centan . i ﬁ:ﬂsbu:gh PA -'Bé\éds']' S
. 647 North’ Broad St . o T -

PA16127 g

600 Oxfﬂﬂ Dﬁwa 50":&210 T

Mnnrneviile. PA‘|5146‘ SRR

- Wheel‘ﬂg Hospital 3
RS 2o - 0 Medieal Park., .
w e Whuenng,wvzsoos

Tri-State Neurosurgical
. Associates-UPMC

Nominated as two of Pitisburgh's “Best Doctors,” Matt E)-Kadi, MD, FhD,
FACS (left); and Joseph C. Maroon, MD, FACS (right), are board-certified
in neurosurgery and provide expert spine care and surgery. They have
access to UPMC Passavant and the wide range of resources of the UPMC
health care network. The Tri-State Neurosurgical team performs more
than 1,800 spine procedures per year. They work with pain management
clinic and physical rehabilitation therapists to provide alternatives and
tallor treatment plans.

Dr. El-Kadi is chlef of Neurosurgery at UPMC Passavant and vice chairman
and clinical professor in the Department of Neurological Surgery at
UPMC, He specializes in minimally invasive spine surgery, spinal and disc
disease surgery, spine tumors, Image-guided surgery, and complex spinal
instrumentation and fusion surgery.

Dr. Maroan Is vice chalrman and clinical professor in the Department of
Neurological Surgery at UPMC. He has a special Interest In minimally
invasive spine surgery, pituitary tumor, and brain surgery; prevention

and treatment of traumatic Injuries to the central nervous system; and
complementary approaches to inflammatory disease associated with aging.
He is also the team neurosurgeon for the Pittsburgh Steelers and an advisor
ta the NFL on concussions.




%\— ”’/&{%? Congratulations
Chris Doug
Starr Swearingen
Buckeye Trail High School | Martins Ferry High School
Congratulations from
We love you! el S0 Qi et e
. 306 Center Street Visit us on the web
Your wife, Vicki, and kids | |yiamon "csrsmeten
Lane and Lexe e g o
Congratulations
Amber Ellison
Meadowbrook High School

We are so proud of you!
Thanks for the memories.
Love,

Mom, Dad, Lexi, Drew
and Becca

TH&@VAC HALL OF
FAME FROMYOUR .
FELLOW TIGERARUMNI!




The Daily Jeifersonian Photographs of this year’s
OVAC Hall of Fame Induction

Sports Department available through:
congratulates _
Briggs Professional Photography
The OVAC Hall of Fame Class of 2012
@ Telephone: (740) 633-2541
Fax: 40 -1311
especially local products emaill: grerzb?i:;:;s%yahoo.com
Clll'is Starr 708 N. Zane Hwy., Martins Farry, OH 43935

(Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1986) .
‘Evert % T’lg g S Owner - Photographer

and
Amber Ellison

Sports Action and Activity Photographs
(Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) visit

printroom.com/pro/briggsphoto

a perfect fit

for your life

WWW.THECITIZENS BANK.COM;
yowa dreamas, gowa ﬁio ?ﬂw& Bank!
740.633.0445 » 888.275.5566

Member FDIC
Equal Housing Lender

Proud to support the OVAC and all the athletes!
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The OVAC
Hall of Fame Committee
congratulates

Carpenters Local #3 of Wheeling

as the Denny Magruder Distinguished Service Award
recipient for 2012

This group of individuals is responsible
Jor construction of the custom-made

showcases of the OVAC Museum
located throughout WesBanco Arena

Past winners of the award:
Denny Magruder (2010)
Bob Robinson (2011)

7 Hall of Fame Committe is seeking
“=5® pominations for future consideration
for induction into the OVAC Hall of Fame

Individuals are selected in various categories (OVAC ‘Family’,
OVAC ‘Contributor’, Media, Coaches, Officials and Athletes)

To nominate an individual, please send detailed biographical information
and, if possible, a photograph, to the OVAC Hall of Fame Committee,
c/o the OVAC Office, 64962 Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH, 43906.
Information should focus heavily on high school-related accomplishments
(statistics, all-star honors, etc.), but college/professional information is also requested.

The 10th annual OVAC Hall of Fame Banquet is scheduled
on Saturday, August 17, 2013 at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling, W. Va.
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#: OVAC HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2012
Tom (Bear) Bechtel

Tom (Bear) Bechtel (Wheeling Central High School, Class of 1969). Commissioner, director, official...Bechtel
wears many hats i the athletic realm, and he wears them well.

He is a long-time member of the OVAC Softbal] Committee, currently serving as the OVAC Softball Commissioner
and has been Game Director of the annual Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic since 2005.

As an official, Bechtel has worked area high school softball, basketball and football games dating back to 1974, He
founded the Ohio Valley Board of Softball Umpires, serving as secretary for 31 years; was an Ohio Valley Officials
Board officer for more than 20 years; and hes officiated football playofl games in Ohio and West Virginia for more
than 20 years. He has worked 26 state tournaments in softball and six state championship games in football.

He also umpires softball in the West Virginia Conference.

In 1990, he became the first West Virginia recipient of the National Federation of State High School Associations’
Officials Award,

Bechtel has been director of the City of Wheeling Recreation Department since 1974, actively promoting various youth
sports activities. He founded the Wheeling Recreation Summer Basketball League which has grown to more than 100
teamns; organized the annual Wheeling Basketball Shootout which has brought numerous high profile athletes to the
area; and oversees the J B. Chambers 1-470 Complex which hosts more than 2 000 baseball and softball games annually. Tom Bechtel

A basketball and baseball player at Wheeling Central High, he graduated from Wheeling College in 1973 and
served as an assistant basketball coach there from 1974-78.

He has served as a color analyst for WTRF-TV on football and basketball broadcasts; worked as a radio announcer for basketball games; and was
the public address announcer at Wheeling Jesuit University home basketball games. He is also director of the annual Undo’s Catholic Basketball
Tournament in Wheeling.

Bechtel received the Robert S. McKelvey Memorial Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club in 2008,

Burdell (Jimmy) Carey

Burdell (Ffimmy) Carey (Follansbee High School, Class of 1923). He is the only coach in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference and the state of West Virginia to win state championships in three sports — football, basketball
and baseball. )

Carey got his first taste of coaching with 10 years at his alma mater, Follznsbee High, before moving to Weir
High to assist OVAC Hall of Famer Carl Hamill and begin a 25-year Red Rider career.

Carey coached Weir to W, Va. Class AAA football titles in 1957 (11-0), 1960 (10-1) and 1961 (10-1} and his 1958
tearn was 9-1, losing only to eventual state champion Parkersburg. In six seasons (1956-61), his teams posted a
52-11 record and won two OVAC Class AAA championships (1957 and 1958).

In basketball, Carey coached Weir for 13 seasons (1956-68), compiling a record of 178-115. His teams made the
W. Va. Class AAA title game three straight years, winning in 1963 with a record of 20-5. The 1962 team was 24-1
and the 1964 team had a 23-2 record. Overall, his Red Rider hoop teams won seven sectional titles, five regional
crowns and made four state tournament appearances while also winning two OVAC championships (1962 and
i 1964).

. In basehall, he guided Weir to five state tournament berths and the one-class W. Va. state championship in 1959
Jimmy Carey while also winning four straight OVAC titles,
Carey was selected the West Virginia All-Sport Coach of the Year in 1958. He is a member of the West Virginia
Sports Hall of Fame; the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the Weir High Hall of Fame.
Weir High named its football stadium in his honor,

At Follansbee High, Carey was a multi-sport athlete who went on to play three sports (football, basketbali and baseball) at George Washington

University before transferring and graduating from West Liberty State College.

Y

~ Charles (Red) Donley

Charles (Red) Donley (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1941). An early pioneer of radio and television broad-
casting in the Ohio Valley, Donley got his start at WSTV-AM radio in 1946 where he served as play-by-play
announcer for high school football and basketball games und was the station’s sports director.

In 1954, when WTSY-TV Channel 9 (now WTOYV) went on the air, Donley became the sports director and soon
thereafier, was selected to work with Joe Tucker on Pittsburgh Steelers” broadeasts, a position he held from 1955-62.

He also announced horse racing at both Wheeling Downs and Waterford Park from 1949-56.

In 1960, he left to become sports director at Channel 11 in Pittsburgh, a position he had for 10 years. During his
days in Pittsburgh, Donley won five “Golden Quill”™ awards for distinguished news coverage, including one for a
documentary he wrote and narrated an the late Art Rooney and two others (on Roberto Clemente and Pie Traynor)
that are in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

In 1962, he was named to succeed legendnry Ray Scott as play-by-play announcer for the University of Pittsburgh.

Donley rejoined Channel 9 in Steubenville in 1972 as news director and remained there until his retirement in
1988.

Donley received the President’s Media Award from what was then the College of Steubenville in 1989; received
an honorary degree Ifom Jefferson Technical College in 1987 and an honorary bacalaureat degree from the College Red Donl
of Steubenville in 1989; was the recipient of the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club’s Robert 8. McKelvey €d Loniey
Award in 1991; and was inducted into the Ohio AP Broadeasters Hall of Fume in 2006,

He also participated in many charitable projects including the United Way and Easter Seals and made countless appearances as a master of cer-
emonies at community events. His many contributions were recognized at a testimonial dinner in his honor back in 1979:

The road leading to the current WTOV-TV9 hilltop studio in Steubenville is named “Red Donley Drive™ in his honor.

A World War 1] veteran who served in the Marine Corps, Donley passed away in 1998.
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Gene Ammirante

Gene Ammirante (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1969). When you think of Ammirante, you
think of two things — passion and success. During his 30-year career as head boys’ basketball coach at Bellaire
High, “Coach A" displayed plenty of the former and achieved plenty of the latter.

Ammirante began his coaching career in 1976 as an assistant to Mark Matz at Bellaire before beginning 1 suc-
cessful run as head coach of the Big Reds.

He compiled an impressive 471-205 career record at Bellaire, the ail-time best coaching record in boys' basket-
ball at the school. That included a 189-41 mark during the 1990s, an average of 19 wins per season during that
10-year span.

Bellaire Hagh achieved Top 20 rankings in Ohio 15 times under Ammirante; won 14 Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference championships; 14 sectional crowns; six district titles and one regional championship as Bellaire
earmed its first ever-trip to the OHSAA Division ITI State Tournament “Final Four” in 2003-04, tying the school
record for wins (22) before losing to Versailles in double-overtime in the semifinals.

His teams posted two undefented regular seasons, going 20-0 in 1993-94 and 2005-06; and two 19-1 records; and Gene Ammirante .
the 2005-0¢ team broke the school record with 23 victories.

Among Ammirante’s numerous awards were “Coach of the Year” for Ohio Division II, the Eastern District and District 12 as well a3 the OVAC
overall “Coach of the Year” in 2003-04; and the Bob Amzen Award for 20 consecutive years at the same school (1996).

He was slso selected to coach the South squad in the annual Ohio North-South All-Star Game in Columbus in 1997,

He served as Game Director for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic on two different occasions and is still active on the
commitiee; founded and directed the OVAC Baskethal]l Clinic for six years; is director of the Wheeling Recreation Department's Youth Basketball
Prograny; and started the annual Satrday Moming Fundamental Feeder Program and Basketball Camp at Bellaire. He received the OVAC's Earl
Haberfield Boys® Basketball Coaches Award in 2012.

Ammimnte received his bachelor’s degree from West Liberty State College in 1973 and his master’s from West Virginia University in 1976.

Gary Sprague

Gary Sprague (Needham (Mass.) High School, Class of 1964). He piloted the Linsly School baseball program
from 1974-2006, compiling an impressive 33-year record of 488-257-1, which ranks fourth all-time among Ohic
Valley coaches.

He led the Cadets to 13 OVAC Tournament championships - more than any other conference coach (1982, ’83,
’86,°87,789,790, 91, "84, 95,797, 2001, '03, '05, *06) and coached Linsly to five Eastern Ohio Baseball League
titles (1987, "88, 90, "95 and "96).

Sprague was named OVAC “Coach of the Year in 1986 after guiding the Cadets to a 27-4 record and EOBL
“Coach of the Year” three times.

He coached six athletes who went on to play professional sports — Heath Haynes, Ron Stephens, Kevin Tatar,
Mike Coss and Mark Seaver in baseball and Willie Clay in the NFL. He also coached a total of 13 first team all-
state players including two captains; five OVAC “Player of the Year” winners ond four West Virginia American

S e Legion “Player of the Year” selections.
Gary Spragu He also coached freshman football at Linsly. . ‘

Sprague received the Carl R. Hamill Award from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club and was the recipient of the OVAC’s Thomas E. |
Rataiczak Scorekeeper/Timer Award in 2009 after nearly three decades as the timer &t Linsly basketball games.

Spragoe graduated from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1968.

Bill Tonini

Bill Tonini (Avella (Pa.} High School, Class of 1940). “Play ball!” Considering the fact that his career as an
umpire spanncd an incredible seven decades, perhaps no one has uttered those words more than Tonini.

He spent a total of 52 years working countless baseball games throughout the Ohio Valley and beyond from
1957-201( while also serving 30 years as a football official and 10 years as a basketball referee.

His expertise as an nmpire, primarily behind home plate calling balls and strikes, eamed Tonini numerous high
school post-season assignments, incluoding five state tournaments in Chio and five in West Virginia. He also
umpired more than 30 years of OVAC Tourmament action.

Tonini worked NCAA Division I College World Series games in Marietta a total of 10 times; several NCAA
Division I games involving Ohio State and Chio University; a host of American Legion games in the summer and
three years in the minor leagues, including the Northwest League in Eugene, Oregon and Walla Walla,

‘Washington.
He also was an instructor at Bill Barr’s Umpire School in West Palm Beach, Florida. -
Tonini is in the Western Pennsylvania Soccer Hall of Fame and he received a special award from the Upper Bill Tonini
Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club.

Ahighly-decorated World War 1T veteran who received commendations from both the United States and France,
the 90-year old Tonini resides in Hannibal.
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Eudie Joseph

Eugene (Eudie) Joseph (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1945). A three-sport AIl-OVAC henoree in football,
basketball and track, he was a major contributor to top-record Purple Rider football and basketball teams.

In basketball, playing for OVAC Hall of Fame Legend coach Floyd Baker, Joseph was a regular on teams which
went 714 in three years including 21-2, with 20 straight wins, as o senior. He was a junior on a 26-1 record
teamn which won the first OVAC Class AA (itle in 1944, That team lost its only game to eventual Ohio champion
Middietown, 38-34, in the stale tournament semifinals, Joseph, along with teammate and OVAC Hall of Famer Alex
Groza, were all-tournament selections. Joseph scored 421 points —second on the teamn to Groza’s OV record total
of 628 points. As a sophomore, Joseph was a member of a 24-1 record team,

In football, he was co-captain of a 7-2-1 record team which won the first OVAC Class AA title and recorded eight
shutouts. He earned All-Ohio UPI honors as well as All-OVAC and was a two-time All-Eastern Ohio selection at
running back. Nicknamed the “Ghost” for his elusive style, he played on a 9-1 record team as a junior and Ferry
was 22-6-1 in his three seasons,

In track, Joseph set an OVAC high hurdle record in the two-year-old meet as a junior and won the high jump. He
didn’t compete as a senior after being drafted for military duty. Eudie J h

After discharge, he enrolled at the University of Dayton and played four years of basketball with three as a starter udie josep
on teams with school records of 24-8, 27-5 and 28-5. The last two years, the Flyers were runners-up in the National
Invitation Tournasment and also were NCAA regional semifinalist in his senior year of 1952,

He spent his entire 37-year professional career teaching and coaching at Linsly Military Institute where he was head coach of boys’ basketball
(1953-72) and track and assistant in football and also served as athletic director. His Cadet teams won three OVAC titles — 1971 basketball and
1961-62 in track. The top court records were 16-4 in 1957, 15-4 in 1971 and 15-3 in 1972. A Linsly scholarship is named in his honor.

Art Hehr

Art Hehr (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1959). He graduated as the winningest career wrestler in the OVAC,
with two straight unbeaten seasons capped by Ohio titles in 1958 and 1959 after placing thitd in the state meet as a
sophomore, He was captain of the 1959 Ohio state championship team — the first for an OVAC member, coached
by OVAC Hall of Famer George Kovalick. He won his last two titles at 127 pounds after competing at 120 pounds
as a sophomore. He also won three consecutive OVAC titles on conference championship teams.

He also competed in football and was a member of the Bulldogs® first-cver unbeaten season in 1958 and the first
Bridgeport team to defeat rival Martins Ferry in 1956.

After serving in the U. . Army from 1959-62, he enrolled at West Liberty State where he was a member of the
West Virginia Conference title teams in 1962 and 1963, also coached by Kovalick. He was injured and couldn’t
compete for part of his college career.

After graduation, he coached wrestling at Wheeling College and started the wrestling program at old Skyvue
High School. He also coached Martins Ferry High to an OVAC title in 1968 as well as sectional and district
crowns. He served as a wrestling official from 1970-86 and as athletic director at Skyvue for 28 years and
Art Hehr Monroe Central two years tElus three years as track coach at Skyvue.

¢ Hehr was inducted into the Bridgeport High School Sports Hall of Fame in 2011 and was the recipient of the
OVAC Wrestling Coaches “Mr. Mat” award in 2012,
He resides in Woodsfield,

Joe Maroon

Joe Maroon (St, John Central High School, Class of 1938). A four-year Irish letterman in football, basketbatl
and baseball, he became the first St. John’s gridder to earn first team All-Ohio football honors (as a defensive
safety) and also was an All-Ohio baseball selection. A two-time All-OVAC and All-Valley football honoree, he
was co-captain of the 1957 All-OV ‘Big School’ honor roll as a 5-foot-6, 150-pound two-way back. After earning
secand team All-OVAC honors as a sophomore, he helped the Irish record the school’s first-ever perfect football
season of 9-0 with an OVAC title as a junior under Coach Hen Healy in 1956. Then he posted major statistics in
only seven games (6-1 record) in a senior season shortened by influgnza,

As a senior, Marcon led the Irish in scoring and rushing in the seven-game season. He led Eastern Ohio with
107 points on 17 touchdowns and five conversion runs and also completed 16 of 35 passes for eipht scores. He
had eight TD runs between 50-80 yards; returned four kicks for TDs with a long of 78 yards; and had four-TD
games against Wheeling Central, Mingo and Bamesville. On defense, he intercepted five passes and also punted.

A three-sport Erish team co-captain, he alko was selected captain of the winning Ohio team in the annual Ohio-W.
Va. All-Star gnme. He also was awarded the Coca-Cola Scholar-Athlete Award by the OVAC.

Mauroon attended Indiana University on a football scholarship and eammed Academic All-America honers. He was
a’starting halfback in 1960 and averaged 5.3 yards a carry. Joe Maroon

After receiving a medical degree from Indiana, he trained at Georgetown University and at Oxford University
in England. Currently Vice-Chairman and Professor of Neurosurgery at the University of Pittsburgh, he is also the Team Neurosurgeon for the
Pittsburgh Steelers. He also participates in numerous marathon races and triathlons. He was the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year
in 1987.

Maroon resides in the Pittsburgh ares.
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OVAC Hall of Fame

Saturday, August 18, 2012

........................................ Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary
.................................... Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville
.................................. Thomas E. Rataiczak, OVAC Executive Secretary

Master of Ceremonies ............ John Sorrenti, Former Sports Director of WEIR Radio
Legends of the OVAC ...........cococimiiiicciieeen. Tony Carna, Jim George, Carter Howell

Dave Jones, Kenny Mikes

Distinguished Service Award ...............cccccreiciiiici, Carpenter’s Local #3

OVAC ‘Family’
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OVAC ‘Contributor’ |
Burdell “Jimmy” Carey ..o e accepted by Phillip Carey

Media
Charles “Bed” DONI&Y ....ccooe i e accepted by Shawn Donley
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(GO AT T AN ceriiierentrrees e e e e et eee s e eeasasareaeeeastassnsrassosarsensransnsssnrnsnnsrnsnsennnsnnnssns

LTz 1Y o - T L= PO

Officials
T (LI T07 )T | IR O N




Induction Ceremony

WesBanco Arena, Wheeling, W.Va.

Athletes
zudie Joseph .......... accepted by Aimee Joseph Maher and Stephanie Joseph Wilson

o= = 1 e To ] o [ U accepted by Joey Maroon
Janny ADFamOWICZ ......coooeviiiiiiisiierrer e et e accepted by Dave Lalich
DHCK KEIWOOD ...eeeeeieieeieieeeceeecrevr e s accepted by Mark Kerwood
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SRAWN VINCEIT ceveeieeviiiiiieeieteee e ieisssessssrsnreeeesseeattraernnemstsasb b asastesseeseansentassssnsesnnsnssensyaras
Amber 11T ) T O PP UL
Dénver WIllIAMS e accepted by Larry Williams

KEMNY HOWEID «.ceeeeeeee ettt e

e mm Em Em o E e e M o wm mr o M W W m om m o

BenediCtion .....cocoreevmeeenrieieienie e Woody Biggs, Stop Nine Church of Christ

Hall of Fame induclees or their representatives will be available for autographs and photographs immediately following the conclusion
of tonight's ceremonies. Additional programs are available prior to and immediately following tonight's induction at a cost of $10 each,
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Dan Abramowicz

Dan Abramowliez (Steubenville Catholic Central High School, Class of 1963). This glue-fingered wide recejver
had to make believers out of countless doubters every step of his brilliant football career.

The Crusaders” three-sport standout was deemed too slow and too small to make it in big-time college football.
After he shredded that {allacy, Abramowicz did so even more emphatically on the professional level.

After a sparkling career at Stenbenville Central where he was honored as an all-OVAC and all-Chio wide receiver,
the college recruiters were nowhere 1o be found, turned off by his pedestrian-like 4.8 40-meter clocking. His lone
college scholurship offer came from Xavier University in Cincinnati.

Abramowicz made the most of that opportunity, and went on to enjoy a record-setting stay with the Musketeers.

Abramowicz, established 4 host of Xavier receiving records during a brilliant four-year career, including 120
catches for 1,685 yards and 14 touchdowns.

His prodigious numbers resulted in him being tabbed by the New Orleans Saints in the 17th and final round of
the 1967 NFL Draft. That 17th round pick turned out to be a gem for the Saints.

Abramowicz carved out & pro career that many first-rounders would relish.

He was instant impact in “The Big Easy,” landing 50 passes for 721 yurds and six touchdowns as he was one of
the top contenders for NFL Rookie of the Year honors,

Two seasons laier, Abramowicz led the league with 73 receptions. His biggest NFL achievement, however, was
setting a league record for catching a pass in 104 consecutive games, which has since been broken,

The Saints dealt Abramowicz io the San Francisco 4%ers after the second game of the 1973 season for draft choices. After an adjustment period,
he became a 49ers’ starter the last 11 games, catching 35 passes for 442 yards and a TD.

He retired afier the 1974 season, a campaign in which he grabbed 25 passes for San Francisco.

Abramowicz put up some lofty numbers during his eight-year NFL career. He caught 369 passes for 5,686 yards and 39 TDs in 111 games,

Dan Abramowicz

Dick Kerwood

Richard (Dick) Kerwood (Bishop Donahue High School, Class of 1968). Some would have viewed it as a handi-
cap; Kerwood used it as motivation.
The Bishop Donahue star was born June 9, 1950 with just one arm. It never hindered him in life or athletics.
During his youth, he played basketball and baseball, excelling in both. He was also a pioneer in weightlifting.
He bought a cast iton set of weights while in grade school and used it passionately. The visionary strength training
paid handsome dividends.
As a freshman at Bishop Donshue, Kerwood played football, basketball and baseball for Coach Tom O'Connell,
lettering in all three sports,
During the next three years at the McMechen-based school, he opted to concentrate on just football and basketball,
It proved a prudent decision.
The powerful 6 ft. 2, 190-pounder started on the gridiron his final three sensons as a center, middle linebacker
and kicker.
During that time, he was accorded all-Valley, all-OVAC and all-State honors, named captain of the first two all-
. star squads.
Dick Kerwood Kerwood distjnguished himself so much as a senior gridder that he eamed honorable mention All-American plau-
dits. He was also invited to play in the OVAC All-Star Football Game,
His basketball career with the Bishops also took on all-star status, Kerwood was the team's center and gained all-
OVAC and all-Valley honors. He was accorded the Sportsmanship Trophy at the West Virginia State Basketball Tournament ss a senior.
Kerwood's sparkling prep play afforded him several college scholarship offers in both football and basketball, He opted to ploy foothall at Salem
College, eamning extensive playing time as a freshman.
As fate would have it, Kerwood was tragically killed in an automobile accident shortly after his frosh grid season at Salem.

Doug Swearingen

Doug Swearingen (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1979). He was best known for his pitching prowess, but
Swearingen was a multi-sport standout for the Purple Riders.

In addition to the diamond, Swearingen sparkled on the gridiron as well as the hardwood for Ferry. With that said,
Swearingen remains one of the finest hurlers in Ohio Valley prep annals.

The crafty southpaw was a four-year baseball letterman for the Purple Riders., When not on the hill, Swearingen
was a hard-hiiting outfielder.

He was a two-time all-Valley honoree and wis a first-team all-Ohio selection as & senior. There was no all-OVAC
team back then.

Swearingen went 6-2 a senior, compiling a miniscule 0.74 ERA. He fanned 130 batters in 62 innings. He was equally
as potent af the plate, batting a robust 412 with eight doubles, three triples, one homer and 24 RBI. He lost the ultimate
heartbreaker that spring, dropping a 1-0, 10-inning district final affair to Cadiz. He struck out 20 in a ronte-going effort.

Such an outstanding prep career had college baseball coaches coveting the 6 ft. 2, 195-pound southpaw. He chose
‘The Ohio State University, a decision be would not regret. Swearingen was a four-year lettermen for the Buckeyes. .
He compiled a sparkling 23-13 career mark with & 3.80 ERA. Swearingen was a superb 9-1 as a junior, Josing only Doug Swearingen
to Oklahoma in the NCAA Regional. He was second-team all-Big Ten that season. Swearingen finished his Scarlet &

Gray career tied for 14th place for career mound wins, ninth in innings pitched (278) and 13th in strikeouts {224). He was the team’s co-capiain as a senior.

He was drafted by the Seattle Mariners in the 23rd round. He pitched for four years in the minors, going 30-22 with a 3.36 ERA.

Swearingen was also & member of the 1982 TS, National Team which participated in South Korea, He posted a 3-1 record with & 2.25 ERA as the
11.S. claimed the bronze medal.

A two-year {etterman in football and basketball, he was a first-team all- OVAC defensive back s a senior and was chosen to play in the QVAC All-Star
Football Game, but he opted to bypass the game due to his Ohio State baseball scholarship.
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Alex Welker

Alex Welker (The Linsly School, Class of 1977). He is the Michael Phelps of Ohio Valley swimmers.

Welker splashed his way to a career like none other in OVAC swimming annals, Simply put, Welker was unbeat-
able.

The Linsly star never lost a race in high school, including relays, so it is only fitting that he is the first swimmer
to be inducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame.

He entered Linsly us & sophomore and quickly established himself as an aquatic star, An exclamation point to his
unblemished record was that he held an OVAC record in every event he competed in. He competed without ever
shaving his body or tapering, methods use to lower resistance, yielding faster times.

Welker still holds school and OVAC records dating back to 1976. He earned the distinction of being named All-
American as both a junior and senior.

His unparalleled swimming career proved a springboard to a scholarship from The Ohio State University, and
Welker found more pool success in Columbus.

He was voted the Buckeyes' Freshman Swimmer of the Year, helping the Scarlet & Gray to a runner-up finish in
the Big Ten, He was a two-time NCAA qualifier while establishing five Ohio State records. ‘Alex Welk

Welker, unfertunately, suffered a major shoulder injury during his sophomore season, and many thought his swim- ex yvelker
ming career was over, He proved the naysayers wrong as he earned “Comeback of the Year Award” while also
setting a new Ohio State record in the 200-meter freestyle as a senior.

He also set numerous records during his earlier years in AAU competition.

He also earned a piece of a world record. In 1975, he was a member of a 10-swimmer team that established a world mark in the 50-mile relay in
Mourit Vernon, Chio, with Welker posting the fastest split.

Chris Starr

Chris Starr ( Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1986). You name the sport and this former Warmrior shined en
roilte to earning 12 varsity letters and eventually a scholarship to Michigan.

While football and basketball were priorities for Starr, baseball was where he made his greatest impact,

Starr was a standout on the hill for the Wasriors and earned first-team sll-Ohio Class A, first-team all-Eastern
District and first-team all-OVAC. He also played in the Ohio North-South All-Star Series,

During the summer months, Starr was a key contributor for the Maynard Post 666 American Legion squad which
won two state titles and played in the American Legion World Series in 1986.

Starr earned a full baseball scholarship to play for the Wolverines in baseball. He played two seasons in Ann
Arbor, winning a Big 10 championship in 1987, However, due to injury, Starr eventually transferred to Muskingum
College where he pitched for two years, earning all-Ohio Athletic Conference honors. He had 125 strikeouts in his
two sensens with an ERA of 2,81 and was named a pre-season all-American, but tore his ACL in the first game
of the season.

Continuing to overcome adversity, Starr was drafled in the 16th round of the Major League Baseball Draft by the
. Texas Rangers in 1991. He played three seasons of professional baseball.

Chris Starr On the football field, Starr etched his name into Buckeye Trail history as the school’s all-time leader in passing and
rushing yards, He was an honorable mention ail-Ohio pick, first-team all-OVAC and first-team all-Eastern District.
He was chosen to play in the OVAC All-Star Foothall Game, but turned it down due to Legion baschball.

During basketball season, Starr also earned all-state accolades. He was named to the third-team as well as first-team all-OVAC and all-District
12 squads. All told, he scored 770 points, averaging 12 paints a game. He gmbbed 367 rebounds, passed out 154 assists and shot 45 percent from
the field.

He is currently a teacher and coach in the East Guernsey School District.

Shawn Vincent

Shawn Vincent (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1987). Football was the name of the game for this Red
Devils’ icon.

You name the way to be involved in a football game and Vincent was the leader of a team that advanced to the
OHSAA Division III state semifinals before falling to Chagrin Falls Kenston, 22-21.

Vincent triggered the Red Devils' attack at the quarterback spot, setting #an Ohio Valley recard for rushing yards
from the position at 1,360 yards in 13 games. He also scored 150 points for a Red Devil squad which won the
OVAC Class 3-A tifle. During the regular season, Vincent averaged 10.1 yards a carry and scored 20 touchdowns.

Vincent passed for 441 yards and four touchdowns during his senior campaign. All told, he scored 24 touch-
downs. He was also a weapon as a punt and kick returner, accumulating 638 yuards and three scores. On the defen-
sive side of the ball, Vincent roamed in the secondary and had seven interceptions.

For his season, Vincent was an all-OVAC, ail-Ohio and all-Valley selection.

Upon his graduation, he accepted a scholarship to play defensive back at the University of Akron. He started for
the Zips for three seasons and in 1988 shared the top sophomore award. He still holds the school record with 265
interception return yards and his 13 career interceptions rank second in the Akron record book. Shawn Vincent

Vincent then signed a free-agent contract with the Pittsburgh Steelers, playing 10 games in 1991 and recording
two interceptions.

Aside from his football prowess, Vincent Iettered in basketball and track and field for the Red Devils. He was the track most valuable athlete and
still holds the school long-jump record.




Amber Ellison

Amber Ellison (Meadowbrook High School, Class of 1999) , The Lady Colis’ basketball program is one of the
most storied in the Ohio Valley and Ellison is a major reason why.

Ellison was a four-year letterwinner for the Lady Colts, twice earning first-team all-Ohio accolades en route to her
honors and eventual basketball scholarship to Wheeling Jesuit University,

She's cum:nﬂy Meadowbrook's second all-time girls’ leader in points (1,363) and rebounds (850) and the all-
time leader in steals (50-6) and assists (472), Ellison also holds the Meadowbrook single-game record for 44 points,
which she netted ss .a senior against John Marshall.

During that senior seaSon, Ellison averaged 24.1 points and 14.6 rebounds per game en route to every first-team
award imaginable. She was first-team all-Ohio in Division II, Eastern District Player of the Year; All-District 12;
Player of the year in the East Central Ohio League and first-team all-OVAC, She was also chosen for the Chio
North-South and OVAC All-Star games.

As a junior, Ellison poured in 19 points, grabbed 10 rebounds, passed out 5.7 assists and snared 5.5 steals per
game en route to first-team all-everything. She was also named honorable mention all-USA Today. : -

If basketball wasn't enough, Ellison is also one of the finest softball players to ever wear a Lady Colts” uniform. Amber Ellison
She batted better than 400 every year of ber career. Ellison was a three-time all-Ohio softball selection and four-
time all-district pick. She was player of the year, as a sophomore, in the ECOL after batting 506 with seven home runs, seven triples and 37 RBI.

At Wheeling Jesuit, Ellison scored 1,273 career points, grabbed 521 rebounds, passed out 389 assists and made 218 steals, and for good measure,
she blocked 42 shots. As a four-year letterwinner, she was a two-year captain for the Lady Cardinals and was twice named to the all- WVIAC squad.

After her playing career at Jesuit, Ellison accepted a coaching position at Shenandoah where she served as &n assistant for a season before ascend-
ing to the head coaching job. She was with the Lady Zeps for three seasons, posting a 54-17 record while reaching three district tournaments. She
also had brief coaching stints at Franklin Heights and Olentangy Orange.

Denver Williams

Denver Williams (Cadiz High School, Class of 1996). When it comes to speed, there have been very few, if any,
faster than Williams.

Regardless if it was on the track or on the football field, Williams was consistently running away from the oppo-
sition.

Williarms was a four-year regular in both track and football for the Cardinals. On ilie” oval Williams wrote his
name into Ohio Valley history in both the 100-meter and 200-meter dashes,

He wasted little time in making a name for himself, He won the Division I state 200-meter dash title as a fresh-
man in 1993. He proceeded to win three more, making him one of just five athletes in state history to win the same
event four straight years.

Williams didn’t stop with the 200 titles. He added the Division [l 100-meter crown to his resume in both his
junior and senior seasons. Williams ran his personal-best times of 10.55 and 21.50 to win the gold medals as a
senior, and both still stand as all-time OHSAA and Ohio Valley records.

On the football field, Williams also sparkled, earning first-team all-Ohic and all-Eastern District twice. He owns
e the Cadiz school record for career rushing yards with 4,479,

Denver Wllhams Adfter his prep career, Williams accepted a football scholarship to the University of Kentucky where he also ran
track. He red-shirted as a freshman and then transferred to Youngstown State where he helped the Penguins win
the NCAA Division [-AA National Championship. All told, he lettered four years at YSU in football and three in track,

For the Penguins’ track team, Williams was the 200- meter runner-up in the Mid-Continent Conference and was apart of school records in the
indoor 4x400 and sprint medley.

Williams has now entered the coaching field. He's spent time at Ashland, Ohio Northern and Heidelberg. Currently, he's working as a football
coach and track coach at Trinity College in Hartford, Conn.

Kenny Howell

Kenny Howell (St. John Central High School, Class of 2000). It didn’t matter the season or the sport for this
former Irish standout.

However, it was in track and field where Howell made his greatest lmpact despite only participating in the sport
for three years because he played baseball as a freshman.

After being encouraged to pive track and field a try, Howell became the area’s most decorated male thrower,
shining in the disces and shot put.

Howell was a three-time all-Ohioan in the discus. He placed third in the state his first season in the circle and
then captured the coveted Division IIT state championship in 1999. As a senior, Howell was undefeated until the
state meet when he settled for silver despite a personal-best throw of 180 feet. That mark still stands as the best
in Ohio Valley history. Along with his efforts in the state competition, Howell was a three-time OVAC Champion
in the platter event.

Howell placed fifth in the state shot put competition as a senior and was a two-time OVAC champion in the
irou-ball event.
 Howell also ran on high quality sprint relay teams for the Irish. ) _

On the football field, Howell etched his name into St. John Central history book as o three-year starter for - Kenny Howell
squads which combined for a 25-6 record and qualified for the playoffs in 1999 after a 9-1 season.

Howell was the primary running bick for the Trish, amassing 1,500 yards as a junior en route to second-team all-Ohio status, He was firsi-team
all-stater as a senior when he ran for better than 1,300 yards and was twice named to the OVAC’s first team.

Howell was also a three-year starter for the Irish basketball program. :

Adfter high school, Howell accepted a track scholarship to West Virginia University, but eventually transferred 1o The Ohio State University where
he completed his career and degree. He now resides in Columbus and works in the construction business,
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# LEGENDS OF OVAC SCHOOLS - 2012 &

Tony Jim Carter Dave Kenny
Carna George Howell Jones Mikes

- Legends.of OVAC member schoals honors those great athletes who played or coached in the Ohio Valley
prior 1o the formation.of the conference in 1943 or who played or coached after that date but before -
U their schaol became a-member of the conference.. .

Tony Carna (Caldwell High School, Class of 1987). He is one of OSH four boys to win three Ohio cross country championships and led the stm
of the most successful team pro, in state history, He captured individual Class A'titles from 1984-86 and had a winning senior time of 15:44.2, Th
Redskins started a record run of eight straight state team titles, with Carna the main cog in the first two crowns of 1985 and 1986. The 1986 team wen
unbeaten with a 137-0 mark and was ranked No. 1 in the nation by The Harrier publication, with Camna as an All-American selection.

He was a nine-time All-Chioan in cross couggg and track, claiming two Ohio state crowns —-the 1,600-meters a5 a junior and 3,200-melers as .
senior. His personal best times were 4:18 at 1,600; 8:38 at 3,000; 9:15 at 3,200; and 15:12 at 5,000 meters. He also set a national meet record in th
5,000-meter run in the 15-16 age group at The Athletics Congress (TAC) Junior Olympics in 1985.

Carna earned a scholarship to the University of Michigan where he won eight varsity letters in track nnd cross couniry and was an All-Big Ten am
All-America honoree. He led the Wolverines to sixth place in the 1991 NCAA Division I National Cross Country Meet, where he finished 21st @1
individual competition. He resides in Jersey City, New Jersey.

Jim Geo%':smithﬁeld High Schoal, Class of 1950). A three-sport Spartan, he was a 190-pound fullback-tackle-end who was selected to th
first All-Ohio iated Press Class B team in 1949 and also was an All-Ohio Class B honorable mention basketball honoree as well as a basebal
standout. The two-time All-Eastern Ohio football player led the Spartans to a school record 22-game win sireak with a 22-1-1 record from 1947-45
including unbenten seasons in 194748, As a senior, the Spartans opened the season with a 40-6 victory over the Massillon reserve team before playin
their regular varsity schedule. He also started for the winning Chio team in the 1950 Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

In basketball, he Jed the Spartans to a 22-3 record —second best in school history — and the Jefferson County title.

He uccecfted a football scholarship to Syracuse University, where he was a three-year letterman and l'EilIllﬂl' for the Orangemen, He became the onk:
Smithfield product drafted by the Nationzl Football League when he was selected by the Detroit Lions. He opled to join the Air Force.

Carter Howell (Flushing High School, Class of 1955). The 6-foot-5 center led the Orioles to the two best seasons (43-3 combined record) in
school history, including an un n regular season in 1954 and an overall 21-2 mark in 1955, A four-year starter, he scored 905 points — second most
in area history at the time — as a senior for a then Chio Valley record 39.3 points per game norm sporting a 40.2 average in regular season. He
scored 74 points against New Athens —second best in Ohio Valley history at the time — and also had games of 58 and 55 points. In the 118-52 rout
of New Athens, he hit 26 of 37 goals and 22 of 30 free throws.

A two-time All-Eastern Ghio selection, he also was honored on the 1935 ﬂv&gla er first team All-Ohio Class B selections lgﬁr the three ma%or wire services,

The four-year basketball regular ended his career with what was then o cﬁnnnt County record 1,961 points including 905 and 513 his last two
seqsons,

Howell, who also played on the Orioles’ six-man football team and baseball team, enrolled at West Virginia State before Jjoining the armed services.
He returned to Flushing where he served as mayor for two years before passing away in 1990,

Dave Jones (Jewett-Scio High School, Class of 1981). The 6-foot-2 basketball guard led the Ohio Valley in scoring his last two seasons with
averages of 33.6 and 32.1 points and he scored a Harrison County record 1,885 career points. He had a game high 50 points twice and averaged 12
rebounds a game as a senior.

A two-time first team Ali-Valley captain, he was Ohio Class A player of the Year and first team All-Ohio as a senior and second (eam a5 o f'uninr. His
basketball jersey was retired by the schoo! and is displayed in the Scio Museum. In 1982, he was selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Post-1950 Team
by The Intelligencer newspaper.

A three-sport, 11-letter winner, he was an All-Valley selection at end as a junior when he led the “Small Schools™ with 51 receptions for 766 yords.
In track, he cleared 6-foot-7 as a high I:j;lmper.

Jones accepted a basketball scholarship to Ohio State where he was a_ four-year letterman and one of three seniors featured on the cover of the 1984-
85 OSU Media Guide. He was a full-time starter as a senior and part-time regular as a junior.

He resides in Manhattan Beach, Calif.

Ken Mikes (Sistersville High School, Class of 1954). The only Tiger to earn all-state recognition in football, basketball and baseball, he led the
1953 football team to a 10-0-1 record and the first state title (Class B) In school history, Playing for OVAC Hall of Fame coach George Sl.mger, he
starred in the 27-12 state title game victory over Romney. He was selected first team Class B All-State as well as co-captain of the All-Valley "Small
School” team. He also started for West Virginia’s winning team over Ohio in the annual Ohio-West Virginia All-Star Game. He was accorded National
All-American High School Team honors.

In basketball, he led the Tigers to a 22-2 record as a senior, the school’s best mark at the time, and he scored 582 points for a 23-point average. He
hacé a gn.ma ]high of 44 points against Pine Grove. Mikes was selected the state Player of the Year at the Tri-Siate Independent Basketball Tournament
in Sistersville.

In baseball, he was a pitcher-shortstop ond helped the Tigers to their first ever one-class sectional championship.

Recruited by numerous major colleges for football, he enrolled at Purdue and was a three-year letterman and two-year regular as a two-way back and

ter, He led The Big Ten in gunlin as a senior and was fourth in the nation with a41.2-g?)r0d avernge, He was fea in Sports Nlustrated for a major role
in Purdue’s upset of No. 1 chignan State, 20-13 in 1957, and is also featured in a book entitled *“The Greatest Moments in Purdue Football History.”

Mikes Yllayed on the winning (21-20) North team in the North-South Shrine All-Star Game.

He declined offers to try out for NFL teams and served in the armed forces. He resides in Parkersburg,
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Lapel Pins Courtesy of

DR. Nick TROMBETTA

Superintendent of Midland Borough School District

Executive Administrator of
Western Pennsylvania Charter Cyber School
Midland, PA.

“As a former OVAC coach, | am aware of the unique role
that this conference plays in the lives of the member
school’s student-athletes. Your demonstrated emphasis on
sportsmanship and scholarship are a tribute to your dedicated
leadership and is rivaled by no other high school organization
of which I am aware.

The OVAC Hall of Fame is providing an opportunity to recognize
and honor individuals whose accomplishments continue to
inspire and motivate today’s athleles.

It is both my honor and extreme pleasure to play a small
part in your continuing success.”
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Flowers courtesy of

Bob &
Robin’s

Friendly florist providing a personal touch

proudly supports
East Liverpool “Potters”
and
congratulates tonight’s
OVAC Hall of Fame
iInductees

Tel: 330-385-ROSE
510 Walnut Street
East Liverpool,OH
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MINIMUM ENTRY LEVELS FOR
OVAC HALL OF FAME

1. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR COACHES:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
Only wins achieved at OVAC schools counts in totals
Winsfitles can be in boys and girls combined, but must be in the same sport.

Baseball: 250 wins
Basketball: 250 wins
Cheering: 5 OVAC titles
Cross Coundry: 5 OVAC titles
Football: 125 winss

Golf: 5 OVAC titles

Soccer: 125 wins

Softhall: 250 wins
Swimming: 5 OVAC titles
Tennis: 5 OVAC titles

Track: 5 OVAC titles
Volleyball: 250 wins
Wrestling: 5 OVAC Class Tournament Titles

2. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFICIALS:
Cannot be inducted until you have been retired or are deceased
25 years of service

3. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEDIA:
Can be inducted anytime

25 years of service
Contributions to the OVAC

4. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR OVAC FAMILY:
Executive Board, officers, meet directors, etc.
Open-ended

5. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTRIBUTORS:
Includes people who have financially backed Conference as well as people who have been
successful in the college/pro ranks but don't meet the criteria in other categories
Open-ended

6. MINIMUM ENTRY LEVEL REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETES:
Must be out of school 10 years

Primary consideration focuses on accomplishments in the OVAC; however, college and
professional accomplishments will enhance the athlete’s resume
BASEBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
BASKETBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
CHEERING: Performance on multiple OVAC and/or State championships
CROSS COUNTRY: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
FOOTBALL.: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors

GOLF: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

SOCCER: Muliiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
SOFTBALL: Muliiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
SWIMMING: Muliiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
TENNIS: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships

TRACK: Multiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
VOLLEYBALL: Multiple First Team All-OVAC and/or All-State honors
WRESTLING: Muitiple individual OVAC and/or State championships
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Ken Alessi (Class of 2004)

Tim Anderson (Class of 2009)
Sam Andy (Class of 2007

Wendy Baker (Class of 2006)
Ashley Battle (Class of 2011)
Frank Baxter (Class of 2010}
Nick Bedway (Class of 2007)
Joanna Bernabei (Class of 2010
Paul ‘Bud’ Billiar }C!ass of 2006}
Rick Boeron (Class of 2011)

David Bosley (Class of 2009)

L.ess Browne %Class of 2010;

Fred Bruney (Class of 2010

Ed Burgy (Class of 20062)

Bob Burten (Class of 2005

Gene Cattane (Class of 2007)
Mark Cisar (Class of 2008)

Willie Clay (Class of 2011

Plennie Clutter (Class of 2011)
Marty Coyne (Class of 2009)
John Craig (Class of 2008

Suzie Dailer (Class of 2008)
Harold 'Doc’ Daughe Class of 2009)
Bill Davies (Class of 2010

Dee Davis (Class of 2005)

Jose Davis (Class of 2007

Mike Dawson (Class of 2049

C.R. (Dick) Dei (Class of 2011)
Rick DeLuca (Class of 2010

Randy Donahue (Class of 2011)
Doug Donley (Class of 2004
Bobby Douglas (Class of 2004)
Connie Doutt (Class of 2008)
Larry Duck {Class of 2010)
Richard 'Dick’ Edge (Class of 2009}
Chris Enochs (Class of 2007)
John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (Class of 2005)
Don Flemin &Class of 2007)

Gene Ford ? ass of 2009

Geno Ford (Class of 2004

Joe Fortunato (Class of 2007)

Jim Foti (Class of 2004)

Bob Gain (Class of 2006)

Joey Galloway (Class of 2045)
Amy Gamble (Class of 2004}
Mait Gaudio (Class of 2005)

Cal Giffin (Class of 2006)

Chester Grossi (Class of 2005)
Alex Groza (Class of 2005)
Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Class of 20062
John “Streaky’ Haloszka (Class of 2010)
Melissa Hammond (Class of 2010}
Jim Hanna (Class of 2009)

Mitch Hannahs (Class of 2004)
T.J. Hannig (Class of 2011)

John Havlicek (Class of 2004)
Bob Hedmond (Class of 2008)
‘Walter Heil (Class of 2005

Bill Hinegardner (Class of 2007)
Allan Hornyak (Class of 2004)
Chuck Howley (Class of 2005)
Doug Huff (Class of 20052)

Bob Hummell {Class of 2006}
Jennifer Hyland-Brown (Class of 2087)
Bob Jeter (Class of 2011

Bill Jobko (Class of 2009)

Henry Josefezyk (Class of 2010)
Donna Joseph (Class of 2007)
Tom Keane (Class of 2008)
Charlie Keenan (Class of 2009}
Bob Kettlewell {Class of 2008).

OVAC Hall of Fame

Gallery of Previous Inductees

John Kirker (Class of 2011
George Kovalick (lClass of 2004)
Mike Kovalick (Class of 2008)
Bob Kelley (Class of 2007
Bill Kennedy (Class of 2008)
Earl Kievins (Class of 2087)
Henry 'Hank' Lazasz {Class of 2009)
John Leon (Class of 2007)
Edgar Martin gClass of 2011)
Ron Mauck (Class of 2006
Bill Mazeroski (Class of 2004)
Bo McConnau%( y éCEass of 2007)
Jim McCormick (Class of 2011)
Lance Mehl {Class of 2005
Craig Miller (Class of 2011)
Dick Milter é lass of 2003)
Pat Miller (Class of 2011)
Dr. Vince Monseau (Class of 2009)
Tim Moxley (Class of 2009)
Nick Mumley (Class of 20{8)
Rudy Mumley (Class of 2005)
Samuel A. Mumley (Class of 2004
A. Wilson Murrary (Class of 2004)
Boyd Nelson (Class of 2006)
Joe Niekro (Class of 2010)
Phil Niekro (Class of 2006
Bill Paolisso %Ciass of 200
Lee Patrone (Class of 2006
Stephanie Petho (Class of 2004)
Jay Peterson EClass of 2008)
Joe Pettini (Class of 2008
Charles E. Petty (Class of 2011)
Cal Pokas (Class of 2004)
Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Class of 2004)
‘Warren Pugh (Class of 2006)
Vicki Pullie-Stokes (Class of 2004)
Anthony Reed (Class of 2007)
John Reger gClass of 2007;
Evan Reese (Class of 2004
Boh Rieves (Class of 2008)
Kyle Rose (Class of 2010)
Larry Shaw (Class of 2011)
Mike Sherwood (Class of 2005)
Bruce Smith {Class of 2006)
Jeff Snedegar (Class of 2006)
Terry Snively (Class of 2005)
John Sorrenti (Class of 2009)
Tim Spencer (Class of 2004
John Stephenson (Class of 2010)
Jimmy Stewart (Class of 2008)
George Strager (Class of 2005)
Don Sutherin (Class of 2010
Dennis Swearingen (Class of 2006)
Jeff Sweitzer (Class of 2010)
Brian Swisher gClass of 2005)
Bill Thomas (Class of 2008)
Mark Thompson (Class of 2009)
Richard (Dick) Thurnes (Class of 2011)
A%nes Timmons {Class of 2005)
Bill Van Horne (Class of 2004
Sharon Vincent {Class of 2011)
John Vrotsos (Class of 2005)
Charles ‘Chuck’ Watt (Class of 2010)
Biily West (Class of 2006)
Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams(Class of 2004)
Harry Wilson (Class of 2006)
gu_in‘():e{ Wilson (Class of 2011)

tis Winston % lass of 2009
Mike Wright (Class of 2010
Tom Yakubowski (Class of 2008)
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Samuel A. Mumley (OvAC ‘Famity’)

Samiel A. Mumley (Benwood Union High School) served two tenns — covering 4
total of 32 years — as executive secretary of the Ohio Valley Atkletic Cooference.
During the second term which lasted until his death in 1999, Mumicy helped resurrect
the bi-state league from the brink of bankvuptey te its current standing as one of the preat
high school conferences in the entire coustry. .

Some of the many highlights from his stewardship included: Helping to establish the
OVAC Foundation as a nﬁ]ar fund-raising s for the conference; Securiz:f NCAA
certification for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic;, Attracting
major financiul sponsors ta support afl of the OVAC programs, including the Benquet of
Chumpions, un awusds dinner that honors inore than 1,000 athletes eack spring and
provides more than $20,000 annusiy in scholurships; Establishing the all-star baskeshall game which was later
renamed ns the Samuel A. Mumiey OVAC All-Star Busketball Classic.

Mumley's response to a call of duty went beyond the OVAC as he was one of the founders of the Wheeling
Super Six Committee, which hus hosted the West Virginga state championship football games ut Wheeling
Island Stadfum since 1994, He aiso helped secure the West Virginia state soccer chmupimshi{:s for the city.
Five years after his eath, the fruition of another one of his dreams occurred when un atificial grass playing
sarface wis insialled st Wheeling Island Stadium.

Although awards were never im‘lqnmnt to Mumley, he was the recipient of numerous honers, The nmjor
uwards presented to him inchuled: The Nationsl Federation of Officials Ouisiunding Service Award; Dapper
Tran Man of the year; OVAC Mun of the Yeur and Outstanding West Vieginian,

He was u hasketbali official for 23 years, an assistant coach, athletic trainer and athletic dinscior at several
aren schools, inclading Camergn, The Linsly School and St, Clairsville. He was also a trainer at his college
almu muter, the University of Macyland, slong with the Washington Redsking and Philadelphin Ezgles.
Mumley served on the state of Ohii: Boand uqu;ity, was 4 member of the St. Clairsville Board of Edacation
anmd a specizl lizison for the Mental Retudation Boand and School of Hope.

George Kovalick (ovac wamily)

George E, Kovalick (de\!iﬂmn High School}, recopnized as the “futher™ of high
school wrestiing in the Otio Valley. Kovalick previously has been honored with - mem-
bership in numerous halls of fanse, including those ot Kent State Universily; the Ohio
Valley Football Coackes Association; UEPH Ohic Valley Dapper Cluty; West Liberty
State Collepe; Ohje Athlete Directars and the Ohip Wrestling Hall of Fame.

Kovalick was selected a5 the first recipient (1976) of the pmstiﬁjuus OVAC Wreslling
Comeniltoey prostigious “Mr, Mat Award,” un honor given annually to an individuaf for
oustanding contributions to the sport of wrestling.

Kovalick directed championship teems in fnul%all, baseball sad wn:sﬂén%
intercolleglute and interscholastic levels during an encrmously-success
cpaching carcer.

Among the athletes be tutored in high school or college were all-time Ghie Valley greats John Havlicek,
Phil zad Joe Niekro, and Bobby Daouglas. In basebail, Kovalick couched the Hilliop) to the 1964 NAIA
baseball champinnship, the ofly natlonal tite ever caprured by the school. He also had West Visginds
Intercoilegiate Athletic Conference championship teins at West Liberty in football, wresiling and baseball.

Kovalick not only was one of the founders of the OVAC Wresiling Tournament, but his Bridgeport

upplers wan the first seven conference championships, In 1959, Kovalicks Bulldogs made hiszur%f b{

oming the first schoot ouiside the Clevelund srea since 1942 1 win ar Ohio stale wresiling title since194
to win un Ohio stute wrestling title since. He coached six individual state champions.

Kovalickds other OVAC coaching stops were st Moundsville, Bellaire and Weir high schools. His 1073
Weir High football team was « state runner-up, losing 10 East Bank in the Class AAA state finat, He retined
from coaching in 1978 but then served as athfetic disector ot Bellaire until the time of his death in 1984,

He was OVAC Buseball Director for many years and alse directed the conference's mat championship
event.

Afong with hiy great coaching knowledge, Kovalick was also recognized 2s u marvelous competitor,
meticulous prganizer and a man with an enormous capacity for work.

at both the
uf 28-year

Bill Van Horne Medin

Bill Van Horue (Martins Ferry High Schocl), was the dean of Ohio Valley sports-
writers during o legendary newspaper career that spanned Sgsycurs.
Van Hore was sports editor of The Tnes Leader for ?rears und the Wheeling
News-Register for 28 years, during which ime he way recegadzed by his peers as the
most informational and influential writer in Ohio Velley history.

His work with the OVAC aver the years was especially instromentul in the success
of the wrestling, track and field sad eross-country, Van Home was the second recipient
of wrestling’s “Mr. Mat™ Award in 1977 nod he also received the Calvin Giffin
Meworia} Track Award.

His columns, “Van Home on Sports,” were musterpiece chronicies of the jives of
others. A giant in his field and 2 role moedel for aspiring writers, Van Home was admired
and respecied for his integrity, dedication, faimess, knowledge and compassion,

Van Home's coverage and support for events like the Wheeling Distance Race (now The Ogden
Newspapers 20K Clussici the West Virginia Tennis Open and the (tow defunct) Whecling LPGA Classic
helped those events reach prominence in our are. His backing also was n fuctor in the popularity cn;&)ycd b
the Wiheeling Ironmen, Whee[inf Blues and Wheeling Thunderbirds (now the Wheeling uilcxsi‘:
professional foothall, busketball and Bockey teams,

Numerous awurds and honors wens bessowed on Van Horne. The Upper Ohie Valley Dapper Dun Club
named him Man of the Year in 1993; he wus selected as the West Virginia Sportswriter of the Year three times;
eeceived the Gene Morchouse Memodal Awand for contributions in sportswriting throughout the Mountain
State; and be was inducted into numerous halls of fame. Among these were the Wheeling Halk of Fame; the
Lou Holtz {Jppar Ohio Vattey Hall of Farne; Ohio Basebafl Hall of Fame, Minor League Pro Footbali Hall of
Fame and the Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis Club Hail of Fame. He served as president of the West Virginia
Sporis Writers Assccintion uad was a member of the Footbail Writers of America. Bill was the first sports-
writer from West Virginia 1o be elected to the Footbull Writers Board of Directors. He slso served ns state
chairman for ihe Heisman Trophy selection committee.

Cal Pokas Media)

Cal Pukas (Bellaire High School) was another
cut his eye teelh under Bill Van Home and devel
per greais in his own _rig}ﬂ.

'okas, who died in 2000, was employed for 3

29 memorable years for Chio Valley S:H(ms funa as the sports editor. He also was agsissant

sponts editor, a courthouse and potifical repocier and Maatins Ferry City Editor, Even after

&iis retigement, Cal continyed o contribute 1o his newsparcr‘s spoIts pages with his week-

]gﬁ;Eyc en the Bucks” column about Ohio Stute football. Pokas also pérsanally saw to it

at many of the so-called minor sports such as cross-country, track and volleyhall,
recejved their share of coverage m his newsEaper.

Pokas was deeply inferestéd in the OVAC duoughout bis career und he devoted mach
of his spare ime 0 serviog on committees for the Rudy Musnley Charity Football Al-Star Classic, along with
compiling standings for the football und baskeiball chanipionstip taces, He also served on a media refations com-
mittée fur the bi-state lsague, . i

Pokas had u term as president of the Ohio Prep Spons Writers Association, and was commissioner of the Ohin
Valley Baseball League for 23 years. His interests in the community went bg‘and the world of s]pons 4 Pokas
served on an advisory board for the Salvation Army; wis Belmont County Chairman of the Multiple Sclerosis
Association; and filléd & seat on the Marting Ferry Civil Service Commission for 32 veurs until his death.

Pokas' honers were mumervus. In 1960) he was presented g Commnunily Service Award hg Einited Press
Internationed, The Ohic Prep Sports Wrilers Assoctation negned him Sports Writer of the Year in 1976 2nd he was
piven 4 Distingaished Service Award from the Ohio Association of Track and Field ad Cmss Cotntry Coaches.

Cul was selected o the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fane and the UPI Sports Editors Association Hall
of Fumne. He also roceived service awards from the Ohio Vafley Golf Coaches Association, The OVAC; Ohio
Valley Footbull Coaches Association; Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame; and he was hapored 1o be presented the st
Sporisrranship Ehiics and Inl‘u’:&:rity Award for the Eastem District from the OHSAA, Pokas was 2 “Mr. Mat”
award honores at the OVAC Wreslling Tournament, along with being sclecied for Bellaire High Scheols Wall
of Sz'i.meﬁfl: was nlhamml a5 the Honordry Referce for the Wheeling Park Track Classic because of contributions
to Ohio Valley youth,

Fi:ml In ihe sporss writing professicn who
oped into one of the area’s tfue newspa-

40 Lﬁ(mrs At The Times Leader, cluding

Richard L. ‘Dick’ Potts (Coachies)

Richard L. “Dick” Porig finished his career as the Okio Valley’s all-time winningest
baskeiball coach with 589 career victories,

Inducted inte the Ohio High Schaol Half of Fame in 1983 by the Ohio High School
Baskstbalf Coachey Association, Potts coached a tota of 46 seasons, 2l of which where
spent in Moaoe County. He begun in 1951 at Bethel High School. His 1957
Hlackitawks came out of the Monroe County hills at tournament thine and advanced il
the way to the Ohic Class A state finafs where they lost by a single point. At the fime
the school had just 13 boys in grades sine throttgh 12 and all but one of the male stu-
dents was on the baskethatl tcam.

I seven years at Hethel, his temns won more thun 20 games five times, including the 27-2 mimcle team
that piayed in the state tournament.

When the scheot was taken into the Skyvue consolidation after the * S8 campaign, Potts was numed couch
of the Golden Hawks where he spent four years before moving on to River High in 1963. He remained at the
Filots’ helm through the 1991 season.

The former Hannibal High Schoof athlete was named in 1981 23 the recipient of the prestigious Obio Paul
Watker Award, given in memory of Jerry Lucas” high schoo! coach at Middletown, Ohio. Walker was the
Buckeye State’s all-time winningest coach,

The navy veter, Potts was the first OVAC coacly to reach the 500-win plateau in basketball, reaching that
goak with o win over Monroe County rival Woedsfield in 1983,

Considered a master strategist and teacher of the game, Potts may huve been ut his best during critical
siluations in post-season pluy. His teams won severl overtime tourmament games, including a nine-OT win
achieved by River against Morgan in Class AA sectional play.

J im Foti {Coaches)

Jim Foii was a baskeibalf coach for 38
seasons. He already has been indocted into
Wrilers Association, Upper Ohio Valley
Eniversity's Hulls of Fame,

Foti, u native of Jamestowsn, N.Y,, came to the arcs in 1942 after having coached ut
Erig (Pa) Prep. He coached basketball at Warwood, Whealing Central Cotholic and
Beliaire. Overalf, Foti posted 466 varsity basketball victories, ail but 26 coming at
OVAC schools. He eoached Warwood High to seven West Virginia regioral champi-
unships and his 1967 Viking squad won the state title. In 1976, fus final vear a3 a heud
couch and the last season before the Ohic County consolidation, Foti’s Vikinga
advanced to the stute tournument semifinals before being eliminated, The 1973 team played in the state
champlonship game, He had five W.Va, Catholic title-witning tewms at Wheeling Central and guided his
squads o OVA chum’rionships in three divisions. )

In £943, Foti had a 24-3 recond team at Central, which fost by a point while playing in the Eastem Catholic
championships held at Newpors, RL .,

Foti's faolbalt coaching career produced another £24 vicries, including o 90-106-3 record at Warweod,
where the Class AA school was saddled with ?ﬂaymg one of the most competitive schedules in the area, His
1943 Wheeling Centrad footbadl feam went B-¥ and gained a Stex] Bowt berth, where it lost 2 20-19 thriller to
Ruochester, Pa., ut Steubenville. )

Fuiti also coached semi-professional Saskethalf fur two years as he directed the Whesling Puritans i 1947

andf 48,

Foti eoached several nms:andiui;;p!hlm during his distinguished carcer. Among the Central standouss
were James “Duble” Duailer and Billy Gompers, both of whom went on to play at Note Dame: Jack
McConville, Alabama: Pete Schuetz, Buquesne, and Paul Schuezz, Northwestarn. Af Warwood hie bad 2 role
i the development of Chuck Howley, former WV and Dallus Cowboys® great: Bob Dunlevy (WVL), and
basketball standouts Bob Ayers (VMT, Bifl Kezmedy {Arizona State) and Greg Church (Ammay).

ears and a head football mentor for 20
e City of Wheeling, West \”mﬂnia Sports
Dapper Dan Clud and John Carroll

Evan Reese (officials)

Evan Reese (Follansbee High School) served as an area high schoo! and college
arbiiter for more than 50 years. He also officiated football in the Canadian League, the
United Football League and the West Virginia Iitercollegiate Athletic Conference.

Reese was OVAC Commissioner for both fooiball and basketball officisls and he
was president of the West Virginia Intescollegiate Athletic Conference (WVIAC)
officials in both sports. He worked manerous state and conference tournament cham-
pionship events throughout his long and storied caceer,

Reese also was o member of the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities
Commission Advisory Board and he was secretary of the Eastern Bistrict Board of
Footbalt and Basketbail Officials. For many years, he was on the basketball rutes committes in the
District,

Today's Ohio Valley officials remember Evan us someone who had n tremendous influence on up-and
coming referess.

Eastern
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A. Wilson Murray (officia

A, Wilson Murray {Wheeling High School} officinted high school basketball, foot-
balt, bascbali and track for 30 years, from 1946 through 1975. He actually began his
officiating carcer in 1942, the year after he graduated {rom Wheeling High Schoal.
Murray entered the service in 1942 and did not return home uatil the after World Wae
1t had ended.

He worked aumerogs sectional, distriet, regional and finals in Ohie, West Virginia
and Pesnsylvania, He alse officiated basketball for 12 years in the Mid-Americon
Conference and the West Virginia Intercollegiste Athletic Conference, Murmay was a
referee in the old United Foothall League in the days of the Wheeling Tronmen
professicnal foothal] team,

He served on the OVAC Exccutive Board and served for 50 years as the commissioner of the bi-state
feague's basketbail officials, He later was appointed the OVAC's commissioner of football officials, a post
he held from 1477 antil retiring in 1985, In 1977, e was elocted treasurer of the Ohie High School Athietic
Association’s Commissioners.

Murray officiated six West Virginia state tournaments and two WVIAC tournaments. The former City of
Whesling Treasurcr was a three-year footbail nnd baskerball letterman ot Wheeling High School. He played
on the Wikdcats® 1940 state championship basketball seam.

Among the swards he was presented were: Ohio High School Athletic Association’s Metitorious Award
(1976); @ West Virginia Secondary Schoob's Activities Comenission Award for his contributions 20 officiat-
ing in the Mountain State; Henorary Life Membership in the Ohic Valley Board of Approved Basketball
Offictals (1981); OVAC Exemplary Service Award (1981}, and an Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club
Achievement Award (1982). In F989, he was seleeted as the first recipient of the Bobby Dawson Basketbatl
Officials’ Award presented at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball Classic.

Ken Alessi (Athtete - 19405)

Ken Alessi (Yorkville High School} was a 5-7, £55-pound basketball guard from
194749, He still holds two all-tisme OVAC scoring records — 1,142 points In 32 games
2s f senior and o career per-game point aversge of 31.0 for 66 pames.

He was the first OVAC player to score 2 {1 career points {2347) after averaging a
thei-recont 35,7 polnts a game and setting o mark of 70 points, includiag 31 goals,
against Shadyside as a §948-49 senior. That effort promypted the national exposure in
“Ripley’s Believe-It-Or-Not.”

He also scored 63 points vs. Adena and 55 peints vs, Diflonvale in back-to-back
gemes. In one game, he converted 16 straight free thruws As a junior. Alessi scored B45
points in 30 games.

Awe-time ALOVAC Class A and Ail-Obio Class B honoree, he was the leading vote-getter in *4% when
he was selectest Ohin's Class B Player of the Year.

Athree-spont prep standout, he was an All-Eastern Ohin football player as a two-way back and kicker, and
he was a shoristop-pitcher in baseball.

Recruited by West Virginia University, he played three seasons {1950-52) and was the starting point gusnd
two years, He Jed the tesm in assists as a sophomore while playing with 6-9 All-America Mark Workman.

in 1951, he scored 23 points in a home win over Wake Forest and taflied 18 in a 77-73 lnsa at Duke, which
featured All-America gitard Dick Groat, u futire Pinsburgh Pirate infielder.

Alessi served as head basketball coach the final 12 seasons {1961-72) for alma mater Yorkviile High before
cansolidation. His best team went 18-3 in 1962 sad his 1970 tcam won an OVAC Class A crown. The "7}
1eam featured Chuck Saus, who wauld sutpass Alessi's career puint total.

John Havlicek (alete - 19505)

Johe Haviicek {Bridgeport High School, Class of 1958) was a three-spert high schoo}
honosee for the Bulldags who later becamne one of Ohio State’s basketball greats and
was selected ong of the’S0 %catcst NBA players.

Inn high school, the 6-5, F80-pounder was a two-time All-OVAC Class AA basketbali

ormer a3 welk as All-Ohio Class A, The Bulfdogs won the OVAC AA crown in 1958.

An excellent rebounder and passer, he also sco 94 carcer points in 59 games and
averaged more than 30 points per pame the last two seasons. He lesd the OVAC in
scoring as a jurior with & 31.9-point norm, incloding a school record 33 in a 163-(01
ovegtime wit over Cadiz. i

He played in the Ohig Nonh-Seuth All-Star game with Jerry Lucas. The twa later [ed
Ohio State to three straight NCAA champions iPJ 6amea inclading a title their sophomore season of 1960.

He was an All-Easzern Ohio shortstop an two OVAC championship basebal] teams and batted over 400, He
also starred in American Legion baseball and Jater played first base for Ohio State.

In_footbal?, the All-OVAC quarterback was recruited by several colleges inchuding Ohio State and West

irginia,

1 Ohio State, the Buckeyes were 78-6 during his three varsity basketball seasons and he twice eamed All-
ﬂiE Ten Confiereice honors. i ]

Tavlicek was the No. | draft choice of the NBA Boston Celtica and was also selected by the NFL Cleveland
Browns even though he never plaégi in college. He piaved a fow exhibition games s a wide receiver with the
Browns before reporting to the Celtics, where he would become team captain and have his Na. 17 jersey

retired.

Nicknamed “Hondo", Havlicek retired in 1978 afier 16 NBA seasuns incluw eight Celtic champianships.
A 13-time All-Star, he is the Celiics” all-titne Feading scorer (26,393 points was the first NBA player to
score 1000 points in 16 consecutive seasons and, when e retired, Haviicek had played more regular seasor
games than :msum: in hisiu;?. His carger pame averages were 208 points, 6.3 rebounds and 4.8 assists,

Besides the Basketball Hall and Naticnal High School Hall, ke is & member of the Lipper Ohio Valley Dapper
Dan ant Ohio State Halls of Fame.

Bill Mazeroski (Athlete - 19305)

Bill Mazeroski (Watren Consolidated High School , Class of 1954) is best known
{or his baseball feats, hut the 5-11 baskethall center also Zed the OVAC in scoring with
2 27.6 per game average as a senjor asd was a two-time AI-OVAC roundbali sefection
and three-vear basketball starter, He eamed second team All-Chio Class A recognition
0% 4 Reniof.

A four-year baseball standout as a shortstop-pitcher, Mazeroski fef Warren
Consofidated ko the 1953 Ohio Class A (largest class) hasebull finals before fallicg,
2.1 to Cincinnati Purcell. Mazeroski pitched a fouc-hitter in a losing cause.

Fhe athicte, known as “Catfish™ 45 a youth and “Maz” during his pro playing days,
Jedd Warren Consalidated to four straight OVAC Ohio-side basebali titles. The team was
coached by Al Burazio.

Signed by the Pitsburgh Pirates out of high school and summer, sandlot baseball, the Rush Run native
was in the major leagues in 1956 snd became a 10-time Ali-Star second baseman from 1956-72 with the
National League team. He won eight of the first 10 second base Gok! Glove fielding awards.

He playesd in 2,163 games and collected 2016 hits but his best known feat is hitting game seven 1960
World Series winring home run versus the New York Yankees, He stifl bokds some major league fielding
reeords for double plays and assists, The Pirates reticed i jersey No. 9,

Mazeroski was indueted into the Baschall Hall of Pame in 2001 and also is enshrined in the Upper Okio
Valley Dapper Dan Hall, the Ohio Baschall Hall and the Pennsylvania Sports Hall.

Buckeye Local High School, a consclidation which inchudes Mazeroski's alma mater, named its high
school field in his honor and a section of Route 7 near his Rush Run childhood heme notth of Tiltonsville is
known as “Bill Mazeroski Highway.”

Bobby Douglas (Athtetc - 1960s)

dize (Bridgeport High Schoot, Class of 1961) was a_three-sport high school
standout and the first wrestler o win four OVAC individual championships. He became the
fitst Hlack athiete to win an Ohle state mat crown (1959) when he emerged a8 the Fi2-
pound titlist, He when Gnished third in the 1960 statz tournament and won the 127-pound

CFOWTL A8 & SCNiar,
 An AI-OVAL Foothall player anuf the conference Class AA captain as a F40-poand nun-
ning back in 1960, Duuglas dlso as a staner in baseball, o
e wrestled two years at West Liberty State College, winning an NAIA championship

and placing second in the NCAA. He then transfel to Oklahoma State, where he won
the Big Eight Conference 147-pound title. The tgam sever lost » dual meet with Douglas
in the fineup and captured a pair of conference titles along with the 1964 NCAA team title.

Also as o competitor, he won five rational chmnSumsh_ips and a pair of U.S. Olympic Trials titles. He had
fourth-plage featherwezght finish at the 1564 Tokyo Olympics and h:czﬂmxsned the LIS, freestyle team at the 1968
games in Mexico (Tilg. amed the nation's outstanding wrestler in 1970 - the year be retired - Douglas compiled
a career record of 303417-7 (953), He was runner-up at the World Champianships that year.

5till meepgnized as one of the pation's cutstanding wigstling coaches, Deuglas has been at the Jowa State
Usiversity kelm for 14 vears and became just the fourth Division 1 meator $o reachs the 400-victory plateay in
January of 2003, He conched the Cyclones to 10Hap- 1 at the national finals. He also had ranper-up teams in 1996,
2000 dnd 2002. In 2000, he was selected the Natlonal Wresting Coach of the Year. He bas hsced six national
champions, 17 conference titlists and 25 All-Americans at Tows State, Before taking over the (E!yclmj progrant,
Dougias built a dynasty ot Arizona State, From 1975-92, he guided ASU 1o nine cunference title and nine 1op-10
Ni team finishes, including the school’s first national championship i 1988, While with the Sun Devils, he
had thtee national individual tide winners, 37 conference cf s and 58 All-Americans. i

He was head coach of the 1992 US, Qlympic fieestyle team that competed in Barcelona, Slyain, All 19 of his
l\yn?_ﬂm l:l::%dI among Lhe lop §0 in their fespective weight classes. Douglas has been oo the 1S, coaching staff
or five ofber CHympics,

Douglas wa.s!:n ucted into the Nationsd Wrestling Hall of Fame, the NAIA Wrestling Hall of Fame, the Ohio
Halt of Fane and the Arizona State Half of Fame.

Bobhy Dol

Allan Hornyak (Athete - 19605)

Allan Hornyak {5t, John Central High Schoaol, Class of $969) was best known as a
record-setting 40-point per game scorer his last two basketball scasons, but the lefthander

also was 4 three-gport & ut pesformer as o foothali quarterback and first baseman-
pitcher in baseball, .
A 6-1, 185-pound long-tange shooging guard in the crt prior to the \heee-pointer,

Harnyak fed the OVAC and the state of Ohio in scoring his fast two seasons with an ali-
time DVAC record 42.7 average as a junior plus a 41 95 senior nofti.

As  junior, he scored 812 points in 19 games, including 295 poals and 222.0f-272 free
throws. In his senior year, he tallied 923 points in 22 pames with 346 goals and 231-of-
296 free 1hrows,

The two-time A-DVAC and All-Ohio cager sct the DVAC record of 86 points, includ-
ittg 40 goals, i 4 1969 win over Tistonsville snd he scored 64 points the next night against rival Bellaire,

He scored at least 5D points in o game 14 times and ended jis 80-pame career with 2 then OVAC recond 2,385
pointa. The Erish won back-to-back QVAC Class AA basketball tiddes including a 20-2 overall recond in 1969,

. His scuring; effarts resulted in articles in Sport mnlgazine. the New York Times and Sporis Husirafed ‘Faces
in the Crowd.’ Homyak earmed Scholastic Coach All-Amiericit bonors and his No. 20 home basketball jersey
wag retired by the school,

En foothalf, St. Juhn's also won an OVAC crowa with a 9-1 record in 1968, with Hotsyak as an AI-OVAC
q ck. He passed for 14 touchdowns that season,

Recruited for basketball by numerous colleges, he lgllod for The Ohio State University whers ke led the
Buckeyes in scoring three stralght years and camed All-Hig Ten Conference honors each year and All-America
recenition 2s a senior.

2 Jeft OS5 as the school's fourth all-time carcer scoter with 1572 points in 69 games and is 2 member of
Thse Ohin Stare Univegsity 5 Hall of Fame. )

Hormyak was the second sound pick, and 26th overall, of the NBA's Clevetand Cavaliers. He was also

deafied by the ABA Indiana Pacers in the fifth round, but didn't compete in the pro maks.

Ron ‘Fritz’ Williams (Athlete - 1960s)

Ran “Fritz” Willtamys (Weir High, Class of 1964) was a four-year, three-sport stand-
out for the Red Riders. He led Weir to three stroight state Class AAA title games inclad-
ing an unbeaten 1963 regular season, two state runner-ups and & stale Gtle in 1963 (a
three-year record of 62-8). The three-yeor AI-OVAC and All-West VirFmia Class AAA
hlzskc[‘bal] player was alsa an Al-OVAC und All-West Virginia football end in 1963 and
the OV;\C; g&d West Virgitia Region 1 gprint champlon in the 100, 220 and 446-yand
events in .

The 6-3, 185-pound Williams was the first Africen-American ta be named first 1zam
All-West Virginia in baskethall and only the fourth person in history (e be named first
tean all-state three times, He scored 2,703 career pomts - then an OVAC *big school’
recard ~and averaged 3.9 as a seniot and 30.1 45 a junior, He scored a school-re 5
55 points against East Liverpool. He was named All-America by Purode and Schofastic Coach maguzines.

illinmms was & regalar end on the 1968 Claas AAA state championship footbalf team and was all-state and
Scholastic Coavk Ali- America as 4 setior.

He played on two OVAC Class 3-A title basketball teams (1962 and '64} atd the 1962 OVAC track chan-

ionship squad. The first African- American recruited to play basketball at West Virginia University, he still

Eulds season end career assist records while avzmglr% 20.1 points for bis career —sixth best in history and

nly two WVU players — Jerry West and “Hot Rod”

Wliams, a three-time All-Scuthern Conference bon-

leading the team in scoring and assists thiee years.
Hundley - combined for more points and assists than
oree andl A second team AL American,

The two-fime leam captain is a member of the All-Time WYL team (1966-75 er) and hes been inductod
into the WVL Sports Hall of Fame as well as the West Virginia Sporis “Hall’ and the Uwcr Ohip Valley
Dapper Dan *Hall". e was the ninth overatl NBA draft pick In 1968 by the San Francisco Warriors and was
also drafted in the ABA fifth round by the New Orleans Buccaneers. Despite not plaving coliege football, he
is one of only two OVAC products to be drafted both by the NBA and NS'L {Datlay Cowboys, 1 4th round).

Wiltiams played eight NBA seasons —five with the Warriors, two with the Milwaukee Bucks and one with
the Los Angeles Lakers. He scored 4,797 career points and had 1,818 career assists, He died, 2t oge 59, on
’\“J’i?'l 4, 2€B§M] utagils'hemc in California. The wad rear bis Weirton childhood home named ‘Ron {Fritz)
iliams Boulev: .

Doug Donley catbiete - 19705)

Doug Danley (Cambridge High Schoul, Class of 1977) was n three-sport standout,
excelling in football, irack and basketball and earning the nickname “White Liphtning”
for his blazing speed.

O the gridiron, Donley was a three-year lettierman at mnning back for the Bobeats,
finishing with a career total of 2,572 rushing yands. He also had 226 vards recciving and
lﬂia3yﬁ{st in kick returns for a cereer all-purpose yardage total {1?3.526 yards o go
with 31 TDs.

Donley's foothatl sccolades included first feam All-Ohin Class AAA (1976) by both
The Associated Press and United Press Internarional; Eastern District Class AAA
“Player of the Year™ (1976); and first tzam Al-OVAC Class 4-A (1976).

In tack, Donley won the OVAC Class 4-A championship in the [ong jump as & junior (1976) with a fvap
of 21 f1, 2.5 in. and was a double-winner at the conference meet o5 a semor (1977) - winning the Jong jump
{21-10.75 and the 220-yart dash (224 seconds), helping the Bobceats to the OVAC team title.

He camed All-Eastern District in the 100-vard dash and was recognized as a kigh school All-American in

track.

Also a standout in basketball, Dontey was kampered by a shoulder injury but stitl managed to scose 10) points
per conitest and bad a school-record 17-assiss game,

Widely recruited for football, Dozley attended The Oiio State University and earned fiest team Al-Biy Ten
and honorable mention All-America accolades at wide receiver (1980), He ranks among the Buckeves” nbl-time
teading receivers in several categories, including carcer yards H]::er calch (21.2, second); yardage (2,252, fowrth);
touchdowns (16, fifth); ssd seceptions (106, tied for ninth), He led the teum in receptions from 1978-80.

Dionley was a second round draft choice of the Dallas Cowboeys in 1981, playing four years in the NFL. He
caught 55 passes for BY8 vards and four TDs.

Irducted inte the Cambridge High Schoal Halt of Fame, Dordey is president of Advantage Golf Toumarent
Services in Addison, Texas,
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Chuck Howley (Athiete - 19505)

Charles L. “Chuck” Howley (Warweoed High School, Cluss of 1954) was a first team
ull-West Virginia und all-OVAC tackie in 1953, He lettered in footbalt, basketball and

baseball. Az & also competed for an independent All-America boys
EYTRRASEcS ToUup.
The Wesl%lirglnia Univessity graduste is still the only Mounizineer athlete to letter in

five: sporty —footbull, gymaastics, wrestling, wrack and swimming,. In football he played
puard, cenier, &nd linehacker while caming Afl-Southem Confesence laurely three
straight years. Also the long snapper on special teams, Howley was selectod a8 o thind-
team All-American his semior year, Howley, at 6-2, 220 pounds, was considered 1o be
one of the fastest lineroen in WVU history. He started in three college all-star games —
East-West Shrine Game, Senior Bowl and the College Football All-Star Game. He lettered for the
M ineers on the poline in gymnastics, n heavyweight in wrestling, sprimer and weighton in track
and a diver i swimming. In 1957, Howley was selected ns the West Virginia Amateur Athlete of the Yeer,

He was an NFL first-round draft choice (1958) of the Chigige Bears — only the thind Mountaineer select-
ed in the opering round, He played # year aef a balfl in Chicago before being sidelined by a serious knee
injury. Howley was back home in Wheeling working at a gas station in 196] when the expansion Dallas
Cowbeys traded two draft picks for him, The ex-Bear decided to give it one mere try and wound up starting
at outside linebacker 12 years for the Cowboys, eaming all-pro laurels six times. He stared in two Super
Bowls. The 1971 game saw Hnwlar intercept two passes and recover a fumble to earn MVP honors in a
165-13 loss to the Baltimose Colts, He rnaing the only player on 2 losing team to be sclected 25 the Super
Bowi's most valuable player, In 1972, he belped the Cowboys win Super Bowl VI over the Miami Dolphins
by intercepting 4 Bob Griese pass to set up a touchdown,

Howley is a member of the West Virzinia Sports Writers Association, WV, Upper Ohio Valicy Dapper
Dan Club and City of Wheeling halls of fume.

Dick Miller (Athlete - 1950s)

D¥ck Miller (Wheeling Central Catholic }I%b School, Class 1952) was a first-team all-
state and wil-OVAC performer in basketball three slrai§ht years while performing for the
Maroon Knights. Miller led Central Caihilic to the confercice and West Virginia Catholic
championships all three seasons, scoring 1,393 points duriy o steller high school career,
His thoe-year scoring average was 214 peints per game. His career puint total stood for
31 years until it was bested by David Contreguerra, a four-year [etteran for the Maroon
Km%hu. Comtraguerro’s recort was later toppled by u Central girls’  basketball great,
Kayleen Fitzsimmons. Miller also bad a game high of 30 points in a West Virginia-
Kenmcky All-Star Game, leading the Mountaineer team o an 81-80 VICHOTY at
Willinmson. Twice, (1951 and "5Z%), Miller was chosen as the state’s busketball player of 8
the year, He also was a standout performer in foolbull and baseball jn high school, He way » “T™ formation quar-
terback as 4 footbadl performer and 4 shortstop/pitcher on the baseball tean, \ \
Recruited by the University of Wisconsin on a busketbull scholarship, Miller was the Badpers' stasting puint
suard for bwe years, Nicknumed “The Cat” hecause of his quickiess, Dick averaged 19 polnls per game in Big
en play, topping the 30-point mark three tames during his carcer. In 1956, he sef a conferince or the most
consecutive frce throws made, converting 29 in a row over two consecutive games, Miller also excelied as a floor
eader and defensive plsyer. He was voted as the tean MVP his senjor yeor, Although drafied by the New York
Kaicks in 1936, Mifler chose 1o play AAU basketball, He was voted fo 1he AAU Al America team ufter partic-
pating in the National Toumament beld in Denver where he led the Milwaukze Allen Bradul:ga'l‘emn to a fourtl
place Tinish. Mitler played two seasons with the Phiilipa Oilers in the National Industrial Busketbail League and
ane season in 1he Tidewater Basketball Association where he averaged 22 points per game nnd was voied the
lea%&c‘s MVP for the 1962-63 season. R .
ifler la¥ed Saseball one year ut Wisconsin, hitting 333 and phiying second base, Because a shoulder injry
in hjgzh schood limited his throwing ability, be gave up baseball after e season to concentrute on baskelball.
is athiletic career then cogtinued in A different sport as he took up handbal] (fouc-wall) and in his fist vear,
he won the North and South Carolins Open Singdes Champlonship, He went on 1o win sumerous singles titles
throughout the Southeast, including two nations] singles age group championships. He finally ended his com-
petitive career in 1996 at the age of 62.

Mike Sherwood (Athiete - 19605)

Mike Sherwood gﬂellaire High Schoot, Class of 1967), This soft-spoken athletic
et rates with Beliaire Ig&l's all-time stalwarts in both football and basketbail,

He quarterhacked the 1966 Big Reds o 4 9-1 season 4 a serior for coach Don Ault,
1t remains arpuably one of the best presp Fnd teams in Ctin Vailey history, Sherwoed
lead the OVAC wiih 20 TD pusses that fall as he completed 73 of T10 passes for u 66.4
percentuge and amassed more then 1AM yards with uﬁ four interceptions.

He was just a5 impressive on the hardwood for legendary coach Claire Cribbs. The
sweet-shooting 6-1 puard was 8 fwo-year starter foy the Big Reds and surpassed the
1.000-point plateuy while caming All-Obio honors, He averaged 253 points a gume in
lezding the Big Reds 10 0 17-4 record. As a jusior, he averaged 25 poirts per game. He

uured in o ciareer-high, and school-record. 59 points a%linsl Guermsey Street rival St.

ohn Central. He was also selected for the Ohio North-South Busketbial) Classic, .
Fotlowing his_Hlustrions prep carcer, Sherwood uccepled a_football scholarship to West Vul-%nmma
University, where his futher earlier played. After competig on the freshizan team, he siariod at quarterback
for three Seusons. As 4 sophomors, he passed for some 2,&)0 yards while establishing a school record with
416 yurds against rival Pitt, completing 27 of 37 passea. He finished the year ranked 1Tth ins the nation, aver-
%inn 198 smg&mds a pae. The Mountaineers went 7-3 that fall. Sherwood led the Mountaineers to a

-7 record in his three years, includi?‘g a 10-1 mark and a Peach Bowl win his senjor season, He still ranks
s‘smnn&WVU cureer lea 1n total ¢ eiiseiréwsing yairds, pass completions and atternpts, TD passes, pass-
ing efficiency and completion percentage. He was selected to pley in the 1970 Blus-Uray Game and won
the Ira E. Rodgers Award the suine year, Sherwood wag also sclecied Ali-East by Ul in 1970, A member of
the All-Time WVU 1950-69 Era team, Sherwood was inducted into the WY Sports Hall of Fame in 1997,

After yraduntion, be stayed on st WVLU and wus a graduate assistant for Bobby Bowden sod Frank
Cignetti, He went so Bethany College to serve as offensive coordinator from 1974-78 under his high school
coach, Don Ault. Sherwood refu to his prep nlma mater, serving as the Big Reds® head coach from 1980-
B4, registering n 26-12-2 record. He was named Eustern District Coach of the Year in 1982. He became the
school's athletic director irs 1984 and is cunrenily the high school principal.

Terry Snively (attiete - 1960s)

Terry Snively (Powhatan High Schocel, 1966). This all-round athlete starred in four
sports for the 'rq iuns, He established an Ohio Vadley football modern single sexson
secord by ammnngkzzz points, including 23 touchdowus, his senior season. The guick-
footed rimming back finished with 398 carcer {x)mLs. Saively was nemed Ohio's UP]
Class A Back of the Year in 1965. He wus an AIHOVAC honoree us a junior and senior
while gtering All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley laurels.

Cupitin of the Indiuns’ foothall, basebalt and track teams. He ulso was a four-year lef-
terman in baskethall, starting his Jast three scasons. Snively sveraged bester than 24
ﬁnznts a game in each of his final two seasons and fmished his carcer with 1,146 points.

e was thind tean: All-Ohio a8 a senior and first teame All-OVAC 2s a jonior and senior. 3

Springfime at Powhatan saw Saively do double duty, starring in baseball and muck. N N
He was d talented pitcher and ouificlder in the dizmond sport for four years. He helped the Indians to a pair of
Ohio state toumament berths, including winning the state Class A ¢rodvn in his freshman scuson when he bat-
ted 315 a3 leadoff bitter. Powhatan High lsunched a track program in is sophomore season, He was the
OVAC 100-vard, Zéll;ismﬁ und lcm]g umg champion s a junior end qualified for the state meet in the 100, He
helds the schooi recorls in the 100 (!l(] 200 F_’Jéﬂa long jump ¢19-5), . )

After his storied four-sport &c&c‘m:r, fee accepted a fooshaf] scholarshi i to West Virzinis Univm-s}g where
Hie was an impact player in 4 fensive backlield us & three-year stanter. He was selocwed b the All'Fime
WVL ]9504)8 Eea tcam:

After enrning his WVU diploma, he opted to rermain in athletics in bis native Ohio Vallegr. Spively cin his
coaching teeth #t Bellaire High. During his 5§x-{w stint with the Big Reds, he was a foothal] sidé to Jake
Olsavsky gnd served as hesd basketball und basebail coach for five years. He led Belinire to 2 pair of section-
al crowits in hoops while gaining a distict title (1974) and OVAC tham :_unshlg}lly?ﬁ) in basebatl. Snivg:(iy
nutriclated to udysiﬂe%-ligh 3 head basketbail coach for two years. His 1976-77 team won n district 1xtle
ond OVAC crown. Ia that sedson, be was s district coach of the year, Snive]¥ lefi Tigertown {or River
High, where he served as head football coach for 25 seasons, During that quarter of a centary, his 1997 team
went $0-0 and wor an OVAC tille while Bis feams made the Ohxtg}la offs in 1993 and 1997, Snively coached
in the OVAC All-5tar Game twice while also coaching the Ohio North-Sonth Game in 1994, In 20084, Snively
received the Upper Ohio Vailey Dapper Dan Carl Hamill Awasd.

John ‘Fuzzy’ Filliez (aiete - 19705)

Joln Filliez (Magnclia High School, 1973). The first OVAC sthlete to earmn AJEW, Va.
first izam honors in footbull, busketball and basebull afso set an NCAA pass receiving
record st Marshall {iniversity,

Nicknamed “Fuzzy” because of his bushy red hair, tbe Blue Bagles” wide receiver-
defensive back Jed the Otjo Valley in pass receiving yards his last two seasons and ended
his cancer with 81 catches for £,434 yards und 16 touchdowns i seguler season play. In
his senior seuson, Magnelia went 10-2 with 4 state Class AA romnerup finish 1o
Ravenswood.

He teamed with Magnolia’s all-state guarterback Brian Book to lead the W, Va, All-
Stars to a victery aver Uhio in the annua? QVAC All-Star game at Wheeling Island,

In basketball, the guard averaged 19 peiots a game and curmed all-state honors afier the Blue Bagles were
stale “AA™ runnerup to Gary.

In buseball, the putfielder batted 332 and completed his all-star trifect with All-Valley, aad all state
honors in thies spotts.

Reeruied for footbail by Marshalf, West Virginia, Vinginia Tech, Pitt nnd Penn State, the 5-11, 175-pounder
signed early with WV, bat opted for Marshalf where he [ed the Thundering Herd in pass receiving for four
straight years and set school records with (68 catches for 1,954 yurds asd 14 TDs, His reception total ranked,
at the time, eighth amony ali-time NCAA Division I receivers. Starting four years, be sel a thes-NCAA record
by catching passes in 42 straight games, He broke the mark set by Heismen Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers
from: Nebraska, Automobile bumper stickers supporting the police showed up at Herd games, where they had
a different meaning. They read; “1 Love the Fuzz.,” The team co-captain was a two-time Afl-America bonor-
able mention choice and 4 first leam National Independent All-Star honoree.

Filliez also was selected as the state Amuatenr Ashlete of the Year in 1976. In 1985, he was inducted into the
Marshall Athletic Hall of Fame, Filliez currentiy resides in Delaware, Ohic.

Lance Mehl (Atilete - 19705)

Lence Mehi (Bellaire High School, Class of 1976). A three-sport team captain for
the Big Reds, Mehl was also an Ali-Valley football linebacker und baseball first base-
man as weli as a center in hasketbatl.

He earned All-Ohio foothall honors for cosch Jake Olsavsky while serving as co-
captain of the 1975 team which went 9-1. He played in the Ohio North-South gare in
Celumbus and tumed in a spurkling defensive effort for the South all-stars,

Recreited by Pann State University for footbail, he was cited by coach Joe Patemo
und defensive coondinator Jerry Sanduosky as “one of the best inside linebackers™ ever
to play for ‘Linebacker U'.

Mehl was the leading tackler for the unbenten 1978 Nitmny Lion team which bowed
to Alabama, 14-7 in the Sugur Bowt and probably cost PSU from being declared nutionad champion. by that
game, ke led Lion defenders with 17 stops, including 11 unussisied tackles,

After that justior season, he was named the “Man of the Year” by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Clit
and is onc of only three college othletes to receive that honar.

The PSU defensive co-captain also led the Lions in tckles 58 2 senfor and eamed second team Afl-
Americs honors by The Associated Press and United Press [ntesnationat,

Mehi was drafted in the NFL’s third round by the New York Jets und played rine years hefore his carcer
was cut short with a recurring kace injory.

He waus the Jets' leading defender from 1982-86 before u knee injury. The Jets” defensive signal-caller
recordded £72 total sackles (105 solos and 67 assists) in 1984. In 1983, hie intercepted seven passes and picked
off 15 career interceptions.

Mehl was selected to the Fro Bow] after the 1985 season when he recorded 115 tackles, 43 assists and
three pass interceptions.

After his NEL career ented, he retumed to the Ohio Valley and resides in 51, Clairsville.

Dee Davis (athiete - 19805)

Bee Davis (Whesling Park High School, Class of 1981), The first OVAC girls’ ath-
Tete to eam first team Al-W. Va. honors three times set Ohio Valley and state scoring
records which remain on the books sfter a guarter of o century. Overall, she set three
OV and thres W, Va. scoring stundsrds,

A three-year Wheeling Park standout, she scored a school record £ ,854 points jnchid-
ing 716 for a 325 average as a senfor. She was pamed state “Ployer of the Year™ and
captain of the Class AAA alf-state weam for the 1980 season. She scored a school-record
53 points vs. Weirton Madonna and set a state toumament Class AAA scoring record
which remains on the books after 27 years. She tallied 43 points vs, Greesbrier East as
u sophomote in 1978, In two state oumsment games that year, she scored 76 peints
including 13 of E4 free throws,

Dravis led Park 1o n stiute Class AAA runner-up spot as a senjor when she also charted 104 steals, 71 assisty
and 87 rebosnds, After the scason, she was MVP in the state North-South game where she scored 30 points.
She eamed All-America mention ia Street & Smith's and Converse magazises.

At Pask, Davis also stamed as a pitcher-shortstop on the Grst varsity softball feams and eamed all state
recoguition from the W. Va. Coaches Associstion.

She sigred a baskethall scholarship to Tennessee Tech where she played for two seasons befure fnishing
her college carcer wt West Visginia University. [ her two seasons with the Mountaineers, she served s team
co-captain in 1986 with Georgeann Wells, the fiyst woman 10 dunk in o college basketball game. In Davis®
Jjunior season, WV recordest its second-gver 20-win season with a 2010 mark.

She also played busketball with a 1.5, AlE-Star wam in England and scored 150 poivgs for # 21 4 average.

Davis has completed her 13th vear a5 head gisks' baskethadl copch at ber alma mater Park. She has guides
the Patriots inio six staie toumaments and won back-to-back Class AAA clampionships in 1998-09 and
bcc.!.ll;nec the &gﬁi fernale to win the alk-sports “OVAC Coach of the Year™ awand. The Wheeling resident also
coaches sol .

Brian Swisher (Athlete - 19805)

HBrigre Swisher (Sistersville High Scheol, Class of 1982), The 5-7, t45-pound
dynamo becamse the first thiee-time first team AI-W. Vi, football honoree in Tyler
County as he led Sistersville High to back-to-back state Class A championships in 1980
and "Bi.

Swisher led the Tigers to 4 13-0 recard in 1981 as he set an Ohio Valley und W, Va.
recond for scoring by a lineman with 26 twuchdowns (receiving, rushing, retams) and
£56 points. He was runner-up for the Kennedy Award as state player of the year and
waus uccorded the Hunt Award as sture Ligemin of the Year.

He set season and carcer puss recelving marks in the Ohio Valley und averaged 39.2
yurds on kickoff returns and 20.2 yarls on punt retsms. He also was Pmdut:t.ive on end-armund rushicg piays,

Swisher, who set an OV record by catching passes in 36 consecutive games — every game he stasted. His
career regular seasoen totals were E26 receptions for 2,174 yards and 23 TDs,

He led the OV in segular season pass receiving yards for 1980 (681 yurds on 47 catches) and 1981 (906
yards and 14 TDs on 53 receptions). As a sophomore, he lunded 26 passes for 582 vands,

Swisher was 4 three-time Al-OVAC and All-Valley bonorze 55 well as all-West Virginia three times.

Ta the spring, he competed in track 45 a 300 and 200-meter sprinter, long jumper and relay member. He
woi elpht individoat medals in three state Class AA mests — a first In the 100 a3 4 sophomore, six seconds
and a thivd, and wis & merther of a first Flace 4x 100 relay team. He tied a state meet AA 100-meter record
with a £0.9-second mark in the 1981 trinls.

He siyned u foolball scholarship with Marshadl University and played four seasons, including thres years
as n starting wide receiver. He landed 106 passes from E982-85 for 16FT yards and 14 touchdowns, He was
Marshall’s jeading receiver in 1983 with 32 catches for 560 yands and three scores. He ulso was & Herd track
sprinter,

Swisher currently resides in Lewis Center, Ohio,
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Joey Galloway (athlete - 1990s)

Joey Galloway (Hetlaire High School, Class of 19%3). This Big Reds” four-sports per-
former has excelled on the prep, collegiate and Kmfcssional levels,

The meteury-heeled wide recelver was an AllOhio grl"uh!m for coach John Magiste
before a sparkling carcer at Ohie State University, Alter his Scarktt & Gray days,
Galloway was a first round deaft pick by the Seaitle Seahawks of the National Football

due,

alfoway rewrote the Ohio Valley record books for pass receiving yards with 2,332 and
touchdown receptions with 27, He ended with 308 career catches. The 3-9 explosive game-
breaker helped lead the Big Reds to the OVAC 3-A foothall title his junior 'Ea{ﬂ)lugm% an
integrai tole in the 9-1 campaign. He fanded 43 passes for 973 yards and [3 TLs that fall. .
gid [oway was  three-time AIVOVAC and Al-Valley honoree ind was named Afl-Ohio second team in Division
as a wolor,

Iz baskethall, he was just as dominaling as 2 point guanl. Galloway was a staster for three straight OVAC
championship teams for coach Gene Ammitunte, He camed AI-OVAC, AL Valley and All-Ohio honors.

The springtime saw Gatloway serve the Big Reds as an infelder va the haschalf dizmond, but it was on the
Q\ial where he made an even bigger impact, Galloway claimed the state Division I 100-meter and 200 state sprint
tltles a5 a scxior,

The Bellaire Butlet then took his amaziny athletic skills to Columbus, starring for John Cooper on the grid-
iron. He was honored as an All-Big Ten wide recetver #s a junior —a season i which he prabbed 47 passes for
946 yauds. His carcer totals at Ohin State were 108 receptions for 1,894 yards and 19 Tis. Galloway finished
with 2,754 all-purpose yands and was the team’s co-captain in 1994, He was an All-Big Ten Academic honores
in 1991, 993 and 1994 while eamneid the Nationai Football Feundation Scholarship in 1994, He camed 2 degree
in businessfmarketing. )

Galloway was Lhe ci§h1h everall pick in the 1994 NFL Draft. He Elayul five seasons with the Seahawks, catch-
ing 283 passes for 4,457 yards and 37 TDs, In kis best season in Seattle, he collared 72 passes for 1,049 yards
and 12 TDs. He left Seatile for the Dallas Cowboys and is now a member of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

Matt Gaudio (Athlete - 1990s)

Matt Gaudio (Brooke High School, Class of 199%), This fluid athlete dominated
the West Virginia prep handwood as he was a four-year starter for the Bruins.

He concluded his sparkling Brooke career by being named the W. Va. “Player of
the Year” as well as the Gatorade state “Player of the Year” in 1991, The §-7 forward
paced Brooke o tecerds of 19-4, 22-4, 16-7 and 18-7 for s four-year career mark of
75-22.

Ciaudio was a two-time all-state Class AAA honoree and twice named 4o the all-
state tonrnament feam. He averaged 17.9 points and 10.1 rebounds as a sophemore
and foHlewed that up with a state Class AAA-best 24.8 scoring norm 25 a junior while
averaging 11 rebounds,

Gaudio capped his superb prep carcer with a brilliant seniot campaign, He avernaged 24.3 points and
grabbed 13.4 rebounds to repeat as All-OVAC, All-Valley and AL-W. Va. honors while being acconded
honorable mention All-America. He was the first Bruin to earn first tcam all-state in boys” basketball.
Ciandio surpassed the 1 000 murk in career points (1 .874) and carcer rebounds (1,108), bath Bruin records.

He opted (o continue his academic and athictie career at Pena State University, where he was plagued
by chupiic back problems which required surgery, bn spite of the medical woes. Gaudio endured to turn
in a solid career. Dhusing his redshin sophemiote scason, he averaged 9.4 points und 4.7 sebounds a game
and was named recipient of the Lou Lamie Most Enspirational Ptayer Award.

The following vear, he served as student assistant coach while completing his liberal arts degree with
an emphasis on architecture. He retomed to play as a senior and was second on the team in scoring with
a 13.1 averaged while collected 6.4 rebounds o game during a 21-7 record season.

Cal Giffin (OvAC ‘Family")

Cal Giffin (Belfaire High Scheol, Class of 1947). One of the legendary figures
involved in the §’]m of kigh school track and cruss country iz the OVAC,

Thring his 17 years employed as 4 teacher and coach’jn the Bellaire Chy School
District, Geffin was one of the founders and the director of the famed Bellaire Refays.
During ity 32-year history, the Bellaire Relays attracted many of Ohio's greatest athletes
to Ihe Nelson Field. At one time, the Bellaire Relays was recognized as the second-
largest track event in the Buckeye State. His teams won five OVAC and distiict track
championships. During his reigs, the Big Reds won 58 dualitiangular track meets, Also
while 2t Bellaire, be served as an assistani coach in football and basketball. WL &

Giffin's iime-consuming work and contributions to the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference {ncluded o term os éwresidem (1973-74) and commissioner of the Tootball and basketbalf officials.
He directed many major OVAC track meets and to honor his efforts, the league championships in ttack and
field were renamed as the OVAC Cal Giffin Classic. He was a member of the Eastern District of the Ohio
Alhletic Board, the Ohio High Schou] Conches Association, the Ohio Footbalt Conches Association and the
Natiotta] Collegiate Track and Field Coaches Association. He was voted into the Ohio State Frack Couches
Hall of Farne in 1972, Giffin was presented two awards of meri¢ from the OHSAA and, following his death jn
1973, he was selected fora g ous Alummi Achi nt Award by West Liberty State College. Giffin
served the Eastern Otiio Coaches Asseciation as president as well as being the state vice president for the Ohio
Asgociation of Track Coaches.

Atbletically, Cal was o three-spost letterman (foothal, basketball and track) at Bellaire High. He played on
the first Big Reds’ foothail team to win an OVAC championship (1946). He also played in the Otsio-West
Virginia All-Stur Football Gatme in 1947, Giflin's carcer also Jed him to the Martins Ferry Schogl District
where he was the supervisor of elementacy and secondary education. From there, he became the principal of
81, Clairsville High Schoot and later served as superintendent of the §t. Clairsville-Rickland Schoal District.
He received his H.A. in Education from West Liberty in 1951 and his Master of Ans Degree in school admin-
istration from WVU in 1967.

Ron Mauck (ovAC Family)

Ron Manck (Hridge High Schoaol, Class of 1958). Edycalur. administrator, com-~
munity leader. Mauck has been director of the OVAC Wmst}m% Toumament, one of the
largest high school events of its kind in the entire country, since 1979, This highty-regard-
ed championship was renamed as the Ron Mauck OVAU Wrestling Tournament in Z006.

A puglxl of the late George Kovalick, an OVAC Hall of Famer and considered 1o be the

iarch af high schoo) wrestler in the Ohio Valley, Mauck also established the confer-
ence’s dual meet chumslmsl}i:g standings in 197¢ ond direcied five W.Va, stale fouma-
ments at the Wheeling Civic Center fnow WesBanco Arena). Three times, he served ns o
volunteer oa the staff for NAIA and NCAA Diivision 11 championships (hosted by West
Liberty State College) held in Wheeling. In addition 1o his duties with Lhe conference mst B
tournzment, Maock wits a leng-time member of the Rudy Mumley OVAL Charity All- 1008

Star Football Classic, He was sssistont game director and Inter served as game direcior from 1993 throu,
The Bridgeport High and West Liberty Stae Cullc%a graduate, who camed his master’s ia safety edacation,
began his teaching and coaching career in 1965 at Follansbes High School where he started the school's varsi-

ty wrestling Emgam and coached the schoel’s oaly individual state champios (Lou Daly), White ot Follansbee,
Mauck coached John Craig, 1 first-time wrestler ds a senior in 1963 who went on to become an All-American
at West Liberty and later was cme of the area’s outstanding coaches before becotning an ndiministrator, When the
conselidated Brooke High School opened in 1968, Ron was named to coach the wrestling leam where he sutored
the Bruins' first West Virginin mat champ in Jim Suddoth, Befare retininy a 3-vear carcer in education,
Mauck served Brooke ag director of the school's Driver’s Education t, Pt{ifrszc:ﬂ Plant Director,
Assistant Athletic Director ond Athletic Director. In addition to having the OVAC Weestling Toumament
recamed in_his honor, Mauck also was presented the YMr Mit” Award in 1985, He was named the W. Va.
Wrestling Coaches Mas of the Year (1987); and received recogrition awands from the Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan Club (1983 and 1997), W. Va, Athletic Director of the Year (1995). Matck twice was selected
‘Warweed Lions Citizen of the Year, winner of the H.V. Corcoran, Sr. Award (2001} ond 2 mesnbet of the Brooke
County Walt of Fame (2006). He is past president of the W. Va, Safety Association, the Bridgepot Alamni and
Warwoed Junior High Athletic Assoctation.

Boyd Nelson (Media)

Bayd Nelson (Bellaire High School, Class of 1943). Nelson spent 41 years as a
Rahomgmphcr with The Times Leader in Martins Ferry, Fellow staffers and friends

ve called him a pioneer, a jegend and, perhaps, the greatest poodwill ambussador
in the newspaper’s hiswry. His work behing the camem,acmrdmg to many urea high
schoot coaches, help bring the sports world slive to the readers of The Times Leader.

Nelson, a quiet, unassuming man, let bis camera do his talking for him. No assign-
ment was oo big nor too mesat for Nelson, whe had the o Jnﬂuniw 1o take pictures
of seven U5, presidents [rom Harry Truman though Ronaid Reagan. Nelson ehroni-
cled neatly every major hagpcnin%l throughout the Chio Valley and was a familiar .
amd much-welcome face at high school, coliege nnd professional games and matches :
from the start of his career in 1he fate 1940s antit his reticement in 1988, As was peinted out pf fhe time of
his death in 2003, there wasn't a gyenngsius, Toorbat] field or haseball diamond in The Fimes Leader's cov-
erage area where Nelzon dida't (:.'iplure the exploits of athletes of all ages and abilities. Among the future
Em essional greats he covered ncluded baseball balf of fzmers Phil Nigkro and Bill Mazeroski; basketball

all of famer John Havlicek, Joe Nickro, Tim Spencer, Olympic wrestler and coach Bobby Douglas and
Allan Horoyak, just a to mention a few,

Boyd's devation fo his work also made him a role madel sad an inspiration to aspiing and seasoned pho-
tc:Fraprmrs alike. Nelson shunned the limelight throughout his life despite the wigings of co-workers and
admirers to enter his pictures in stalewide competition. As a result, he was bypassed Tor many awards that
casily would kave come his way. However, United Press Intemational began presenting awands # newspa-

T dind magazine phowgraphers in the garly 19708 and the very first honoree was none other than Boyd

elson. When The Times Leader pubiished a pictorial history of Eastern Ohio in 1999, the book. was dedi-
cated 10 Nelson, a lifelong Belmont County resident. He began his career following a stint in the U.5. Navy.
He served a stint in the Philippines during World War 11 Aficr rewrning home, Nelson atended Ohio
University for o year. However, after belng hired ag a semmer intern by The Times Leader, be never retumed
to college snd made photography his lifettme profession.

Paul ‘Bud’ Billiard (cCoaches)

Paul “Bud” Billiard {Wellshurg }){f;(%h School, Class of 1959). Head coach at Brooke
High School for 23 seasons (1979-MHH) where he compiled & recond of [B5 wins, 79
defeats and 1 tie. During this span, Billiard's Brains won three West Virginia Class
AAA state charmpionships — 1485, 1987 and 1990. His 1987 and 00 powerhouses
recorded perfect record seasons and both were nationally ranked, The 1987 team fin.
ished 2514 in the country while the 1990 squad ended up in 23nd place. In 1994, Brooke
also ended the campaign with a 19-0 recod but Jost in 1he state playoffs. Fifteen of his
23 Bruin teams participated in the post-scason playof¥s and seven made the state cham-
ionship game. Also, Bifliard coached the greet and gold to seven OVAC Class AAAA |
ivision championships. He coached in two Rudy Mumley OVAC Charlty All-Star
‘ootball games and in three West Virginia North-South Games. He was among the founding members and
past president of the Ohio Valley Foutball Coaches Association for whom be also was chairman of the
wp's annual awards dinner. He also assisted ia organizing the OVFCA's Clinics and Prospect Nights.
ifliard's Brooke coaching career also included ight years ss an assistant ins football, two yeass as a wrestling
assistant, six years as head wrestling coach and € years as bead emck coach, Prior to Brooke, he spent
four years as 5n assistant in football at Wheeling Central, two yers as o volusteer assistant in wrestling and
three years as head track coach,

Whide attending Wellsburg High Schoeol, he played four years of football and lettered three years, serving
as team captain in 1958, He played basebail three years, camini(l)wu Jetters, At West Liberty State College,
Billiard was a four-year varsity letterman in football playing on both the offensive and defensive lines, After
his juniot season, ke eamed Frst-team AN-WVIAC laurels.

Among his awards are: Ohio Valley, OVAC and West Virginia Coach of the Year; Upper Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan Maa of the Year, Casl Hamill Coaching Awand; Steubenville Moose Lodge Coach of the Year,
West Liberty State Coflege Athletic Hall of Fame; 2005 Ohie Vailey Football Coaches Half of Fame induclee;
H.V. Corcoran Sr. Aw:m? fur the Brooke football propram bringing national atteation ta the Ghio Vatley; and
a 2005 recipient of the West Virginia Athletic Coaches Association’s Retired Coaching Award.

Richard ‘Lefty’ Hall (Coaches)

Richard “Lefty” Hall (Bamesville High Scheol, Class of 1959). Hall was one of
the most successful two-sport coaches {bascball/golfy in OVAC histery, compiling a
whopping 1,116 victories over a 34-year span.

He began his bascball coaching career at Powkatan High Schoo! for a year before
taking the same post at St. Clairsville High School. In kis 32 years with the Red
Devils (1969-2001), his teams emassed an outstanding 515-320 recond.

With “Lefty”™ calting the shots from the dugout, 5t. Clairsville won seven OVAC
championships and made five Ohio High School Athletic Association regional four-
nament appearances (1978, 1982, 1986, 1990 and 1997). The Red Devits advanced
1o the state sournament “Final Four™ in 1997. 5t. Clairsville also won five Eastern Ohio Baseball Lesgue
titles under Hall's guidence.

Hall as named OVAC Coach of the year in 1991 and received the same accolade from the Eastern
District three times, 1996, 1995 and 1997, He also served as one of the coaches in the Mizuno All-Star
Series in 1997. A true baseball “junkie,” Hall was inducted into the Ghio High School Baseball Coaches
Hazll of Fame in 1996 and was named the Ohjo Baseball Hall of Fame “Man of the Year” in 1999,

Hall coached six players who signed professional baseball contracts, the list including Gerry Craft,
Gene Cattane, Ted Rose, Scott Barnhouse, Joe Slavik and Joc Dudek.

In. golf, “Lefty™ coached St. Clairsvitle for 27 years (1974-2000) , finishing with a 601-123 record. He
had three unbeaten teams and also tutored three squads that advanced 1o the Ohbio state tournament, The
Red Devils also collected 14 OVAC golf chamgpionships.

Hall, a life-long resident of Bamesville, lettered in baseball and track while performing for the
Shamrocks. He graduated from Obio University.
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Warren Pugh (officials)

Werren “Novkie" Pugh (The Linsly School, Class of 1920). The Whealing Tsfand
resident whe tlied in 1983 at (he age of B served (he coaching and officiating profession
very well and nlso was an outstanding contributor 10 his commitiee,

As an pificial, Pugh served as a footbalt pnd basketbull referee for over 40 years. In

foothall, he worked 0 both high school aad college, incluling fhe West “Vinginia
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference and West Virginio University, Pitt ard Pean State. A
baskeibal officiz] for more than 40 years, Pugh officiated high school and college con-
tests. In 3933 and 1934, he worked (he entie West Vingiafa siate high school basketball
tournament, his purtners bein%.iudge Paul Camitletti the first year and Dink Westfall the
second year, Pugh and John Gott of Bluelicld blew the whislle for all 11 games of the
first WVIAC toumament held in 1935 at Fairront. Pugh served as president of both ihe
Ohic Valley Board of Footbal and Basketball Dfficials. He also was the referce of the famed Bellaire Releys
for many years and was Iatey numed as the meet's honorary seferee, Hit was also honored for his service by
Shadyside Relays and the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission. Pugh conducted officials’
elinics in sevesut sposts and wrote a ncws]pa}:k:r series on officiating. Pugh also was a Red Cross instructor in water
safety and fife-saving Tor over 50 years. In his youth, he was recognized as a tri-state diving champion and was
known to many peaple in Wheeling for diving off the Suspension Bridpe into the Ohio River. He performed
that feat for the first time on Labor Blay during the state fa3r held when he was 1 teenager. He repeated that dive
on several other occastons during his youth. He coached swimming at his alma mater The Liasly Schoof for
nearly three decades, guiding the Cadets to 26 OVAC championships, including 25 in & row,
, Pugh was also o tremendous uthlete, especially as a footbalt player. He attended Alderson-Broaddus College
int I’hllié)pi for two years and ?laycd {ootball befure transferring to Davis & Elkins College where was a steliar
fullbuck and center for Hall of Fame Coach Cam Henderson. Since eligibility rules never rcalig' existed in those
days, Pugh played four years at D&E, His community service included [3 years as Wheeling's Recreation
Dirzctor, two terms as Ohio Cnun}?' Sheriff and six years us an Ohio County Commissioner. Pugh was induct-
ed into the Wesi Virginia Sports Hall of Fame (1980, the Obio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame (1984) and
now the Ohie Valley Athletic Conference Hall of Fame.

Bob Gain (Athiete - 1940s)

Bob Gain (Weir High School, Class of 1947}, An all-time great on the high schoel,
college and professional levels, he started his foatball career for the Red Riders and
twice camed {izst team AI-OVAC honors as  lineman and was honered on the 1946 All-
W.Va. selections.

In 1969, he was selected as a *Modermn Era” defensive tackle on an Al-Time Ohic
Valley football tezm selected by The Intelligencer newspaper. In 2604, he was honered
ot an All-Time W.Va. high school tensn selected by The Falrmont Times newspaper,

At Weir High, he was the largest all-state honoree at 6-2, 210-pounds and was 2 two-
way tackle as well 2y handling punting and kickost duties. His late coach Carl Hamill
aever singled out his best Red Rider foutball product but always stacted &is list with Gain, a four-year starser
and his most honored protégé.

Guain is regarded as the greatest lineman in University of Kemucky, where he was a three-time All-
Sontheastern Conference hotoree and a two-time first team All-Americs choice in 1949 and 1950. As a sea-
jor, ke won the Outland Trophy as the nation’s cutstanding lineman, the first from the SEC g0 honored, and
one of only two from the Ohie Vatley. The other Outfand Trophy honeree was the University of Jowz's Calvin
Jones from Steubenville High. Playing for the legendary Poul “Bear” Bryant st Kentucky, the Wildeats were
33102 in Gain's four seasons and he was co-captain of the 10-1 recond team thut apset nationel champion
Oklahoma in the 1931 Sugar Bowl, Gain was the No. 5 ¢choice — the highest ever for an OVAC atblete — in
the Frst mund of the 1951 NFL Daft by the Green Bay Packers. However, he opted Jor Ottawa in the CFL
before starting a 12-year NFL carcer with the Cleveland Browns. The five-time Pro Bowler was a staster on
three NFL championship leams under legendary coack Pasl Brown in 1954, 1955 and 1964,

‘the Cleveland area resident bas been inducted into seven Halls of Fame — Collepe Football, West Virginia
Sports, Upper Ohic Valley Dapper Dan, University of Kentucky, Cleveland and Akron Halls and Cleveland
Browns' Legends Hall,

Phil Niekro (Anlete - 19505

Phil Nickro (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1957). The Baseball Hall of Famer got
his athletic start with the Bulidogs where he was a three-spont perfonner. Besides base-
ball, he was & football end and busketball forward and a teammate of fellow OVAC Hall
of Famer John Haviicek.

Nicknamed “Knucksie™ because of his staple pitch, the knuckleball, which he learned
from his father, Niekro was a four-year Bulldog pitcher with a 17-1 career second, His
only loss was 1-4 to Tiltansville in 1834, his freshman year, when fellow Haseball and
OVAC Hall of Famer Bili Mazeroski hit the pame-winning home run. The 1955 Bulldog
team shared the East Ohio League title with Martins Ferry. In o 9-4 Ohio sectional tour-
nament win over St. John's, Niekro wort the game in relief and belted a two-run single. Bridgeport, however,
was halted in the finals by Shadyside, a team 1wice defeated by the Bulldogs. In 1956, Niekro and the Bulldogs
defeated Steubenville Centrad, 7-1. in the Class A district tournameny aftes sectional wins over Barnesville and
St Ciairsville. Bridgeport howed o Bast Liverpool in the districi finsls, As a senior, Niekro tossed a four-hit-
ter and struck out 10 in 2 4-2 win uver Steubenville Centraf for the OVAC Ohio-side title, He earlior furled an
B-2 win over East Liverpool in the Class AA districi semifinals. Unbeaten Stcubenville Central halted
Bridgeport, 6-1 in the finals,

Niekro, who ulso played for the Bridgeport Legion isam and Blaine in the summer Twilight League, was
signed by the Milwaukee Braves for o $5({; bonus at a 1938 tryout camp in Bellaire.

In 1964, he started a 24-year major [eague carcer with the Braves, New York Yankees, Cleveland Indians
and Toronto Blue Yays. He had a 318-274 carcer record while appearing in 864 games and striking out 3,342
batters, cighth on the all-time charts, He herled 4 no-bitter and won five Gold Gloves und was named 1o five
All-Star teams. The Braves honored him by erecting a bronze statue in front of their home stadium and, in
19497, he was inducted into the Bascball Hall of Fame. He resides in the Atlanta arca,

Lee Patrone (Atkleie - 19505)

Lee Patrone (Belaire High Scheol, Class of 1936). For S0 years, Patrone was (he ol
time Jeading carcer scorer in Big Reds” history with 1,842 points in three seasons. He led
Beltaire High to three straight sectional titles with won-ost marks of 18-4, 20-3 and 19-
4 while averaging 23.5, 26.7 and 32.9 points per pame each season. His 27.1 point career
average remains a school record.

‘The two-time first team AIMOVAC honoree, and an All-Ohio first tzam honoree by
‘The Associated Press as a senier, he was a scoring machine with 57 career gamnes over
20 points, including all 23 &s 2 senior, and he had 28 straight games in which he scored
at feast 20 points.

He tallied 54 points twice in a game in 1956, including his final game while playing with an injured led
against Martins Ferry in the district tournament title game. Ferry prevailed, 91-87, while surviving a limping
Patrone's heroics. Earlier, against a Bridgeport team featuring Busketball and OVAC Hall of Famer John
Havlicek, he converted 23 goals. His 299 goals in a seasun remains a school standand,

After a brief stay at Ohio State, the stocky 6-0 guand earvlied at West Virginia University in 1957 and led
the 1938 freshiman tram in scoring with a 20-point norm. A member of the 195% NCAA runner-up team led by
All-American Jerry West, he was second to West in 1960 team scoring with a 14.2 per game norm and was
samed to three all-toumnament reams: NCAA regional, Southern Conference and University of Kentucky. A
Virginia sportswriter described him us “good enough to be cocky and cocky enoagh to be good.”

As a senior, he was a third team All-America honoree by Helms Foundation, He endad his carper with 1428
points — then seventh best in WVU history,

After graduation, he saughe and coached five seasons ot Wintersville High School where his first 1964 wam
went 14-4 and 1972 team was 16-4. After retiring, he relocated to his curent home in Florida,

Bob Hummel (Athiete - 19605)

Hob Hummell (Moundsville High School, Class of 1966), This 6 ft. 3 gbard was a
scoring machine for Moundsville High School before taking his vast hoop talents to West
Virginta University.

Hummell finished his stellur four-yeur prep career with 1,941 points, good for a 22.6
per gaine aversge, That average still ranks sixth smong Ciass AAA players in the state.

His senior year was one for the record books at the Marshall County schaol. He poured
int 897 poims in 25 games for a 339 average, which is ted for the highest average in
Clags AAA archives,

Morcover, his scoring antics tansluted into team success as Moundsville finished as
state runnernp in Class AAA, the school's first state {inal since 1920, Hummell torched
Richwood for 45 markers in the state semifinal pame. He established the Moundsville single-game scoring
mark with 53 points i a wis against Follanshee. Hummell was chosen as the West Virginia “Player of the Year”
by the Mongantown Touchdown Club while also being named captain of the Class AAA all-siate team, all-
OVAC and Scholustic Coach All-Amesicz. He also was a top-notch baseball ptayer for Moundsviile, eaming
second-team ali-state honors 23 a pitcher.

Following his glorios stay at Moundsville, Hummel] joined the WV hoop squad and he wasted 1o i in
making kis presence felt. Hurmenell led the WV fiosh team in scorditg with 4 242 average, including a 45 -
point outburst agzinst Maryfand and 41 against Duguesnse, En those days, freshinan were ineligible by NCAA
rules from playing un the varsity level,

He went o to average 12.9, i5.5 and 14) points a game the following three seasons, all of which he served
the Moantaineers os a starter. Hummelt was Igg team's captain hi senior season.

Hursmued] totaled 1,137 pelats in his WVH caeer, placieg hisa seventh in school annals a1 the time kis cateer
ended in 1970, he was an adept free throw shooter, hitting at an 80.7 clip for his carces, Hummell — who had
14 games of 20 or more points ~ was selected to the 1966-75 all-fime WV hoop team.

Harry Wilson (Athiete - 1960s)

Harry Wilson (Steubenviile High School, Class of 1963). This forner Big Red star
ranks with the elite running backs in OVAC history.

His gridiron career at Steubenvifle was nothing short of spectacalar. His ability to
casty the football teok him {0 a starring role at the University of Nebrasks and a short
stint with the NFL's Phitailelphia Eagles.

Fhe 5 1. 11, 19C-pounder was also & safety apd Kick retumer for Big Red, but
rushing the football is what Wilson did best.

He carried the Big Red to a 9-1 mark his senior seasen, a campaigs in which the
Jefferson Cousty charges pocketed # prized 14-8 win over hesalded Massillors, Wilson
paced the Ohio Valley in both rushing vards and scorisg with 1,756 infantry stripes and 23 wuchdowns, The
formner standard is a medern day schoel record for s 10-game campaign.

His achievements gamered him Ofio “Back of the Year” designaton by both the AP and UPE in Class AA,
which was the largest class back then, He wis named first team all-Ohio and a Schoelastic Coach All- American.
Wilson was almost as dominating his junior year. The “Steubenville Stomper” sushed for 1,586 yards and
seored 28 wenchdowns and 168 points iz 10 games, He wus selected firss teasn all-Ohic by AP as & safety while
ulso exrning alf-OVAC and all-Valley laurels.

Wilson — who wus also ricknanied “Lighthorse™— enjoyed a sparkling career at Nebraska, He [ed the
Cornhuskers in rashing his junior and senior seasons, finishing his career with 1,702 yards and a séeflar 5.0 per
CRITY BVCHge,

He was named unanimous ail-Big Eight as 2 senior and honorable mention All-America by UPL He has the
distinction of playing in three major baw! games —Colton, Orange and Sugar.

After bis playing days in Lincolz, Wilson was sclected in the third round of the 1967 NFL draft by the
Eaples, He spent three years with the tear as a backup running back and Kick refuroer.

Ed Burgy (atiete - 19705)

Ed Burgy (8ellaire High School, Class of 1971). This former Big Reds’ star remains
the measuring for prep basehall greatmess in the Ohio Vatley.

While slso staring in footbull and basketball at the Giemnsey Street school, Burgy
distinguished himsell us arguably the premier prep buseball player in OVAC annels.
‘While his buseball statistics are staggering, he accomplished them. in just three seasons
us Beliaive High did not start a basebal] program until Burgy's sophomore season.
Known for his nverpowering pitching prowess, Burgy was also a tremiendous shnnstox
and powerfut hitter. Burgy etched his named in Belluire High, Ohio Valley and OHSA
recond books. The three-year All-Valley firmst-team honoree coinpleted his prep carcer
with # 20-5 record, siflf the mos wins éver by u Big Reds® pitcher. He owas the career
stoikeout mark with 326 (in just F75 tanings) and the single-seeson strikeout standard of
128. While possessing nearly-unhittable beat, he alse owned great control, The talented righé-hander walked
just 31 batters in his carcer and went eight straighs pames without issuing u base on balla. He carved out state
Tecords with a minuscule 0.13 ERA foru season and an 063 ERA for o carcer. His shind OHSAA record was
for huriing £6 shutouts. Burgy also set un Ohio Valley mark with 23 strikeouts in a L0-inning no-hitter
versus River, He was also o &mﬁ hitter, Burzy owns Bellaire High reconds for hits i s game (6;’, wiples in
a seasen (B) and career triples (17).

Hurgy also was a stellar, four-year footbalt perfoniner for coaches Rudy Sharkey and Jake Olsavsky. He wug
& slashing nunning back until his senior sexson. Olsavsky opted to switch nrgly to guarterback, 4 move that pai
big dividends. Birgy helped puide the Reds to un B-1- 1 season, losing only to Marsetta (120} while ¢
Wintersville SD-()L e wig joined in the backfield by Rog Leg, who went'on to fume with WY1 an
Baltimpore Colts. Burgy was a multi-talented hoopster. Starting for (hree seasons, he rnuurml in 1,197 poings, a
total that stili ranks seventh or the ull-iime school scoring card. 1t was second only 1o feger Lee Patrone
when Bargy hung up the Big Red sneakers. He was u finst-tesm Ali-Valley Big School honoree fiis sophomore
sz janior sexsozs. He exploded ia his senior campaign for u 21.2 per game average.

Biiigt wos a sixth-round draft choice of the New York Mets and spent three years in the Mets” fanin system,
gg’s; T Virginia followed by a stop in Pompano (Fla.) and Memphis, He had 13 wins In one season and fanned

in pue game,

paid
i)
e

Bruce Smith (Athlete - 19705)

Bruce Smith (Martins Ferry High Scheol, Class of E976). He is at the top of the list
when it comes to distance sunning as a four-time Ohio state champios whe set counthess
meet, vitley and school reeerds along the way,

In £ross country, Simith was 4 three-thne All-Ohican (1973, *74 and *75), capturing
first place at the state meet in both his junior (9:43.6) and senior (9:33.4) seasons after
placing seventh (10:05.0) ss a sophomers. His time in E973 was the stite recosd at the
time.

As hoth a jusior and senior, he also finished first in the sectional, district, OVAC and
Belinont County meets and finished undefeated both years. As u sophomore, he was
second in the sectional, district and county meet and third in the OVAC.

He was o three-time All-Eastern District and AlE-Valley honoree in cross country as wefl.

In track, Smith earned Al-Ohio status two times (1975, *76), winning the state champiouship in the two-
mile run both years. He posted a time of 9:11.1 as a senior after winzing in $:31.3 as a junior. He also placed
seventh at the state event 2s a sophomoare (9:39.9).

He finished first i the sectiomn] and district meets all three years, winning the county event twice sad
{inishing &5 ranner-up once. In OVAC meets, he won the OVAC one-mile run and finished third in ¢he 880-
yard run us 4 senior; and capiured the two-mile run s both a sophomere and jusior,

Simnith gamered All-Eastem District und All-Valley Laurels three limes in track,

1n the swo sports 4t Manting Ferry, Smith was part of four undefessed teams, three
<impionship teams, one OVAC chumpionship team and ikree OVAC runner-up teams,

Smith was also a long-time competitor in mosi area road races, including several years as the top Tocal
reuzer in the Elby’s Distance Ruce (now the Opden 20K Classic),

it anet district
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Wendy Baker (anlese - 1980s)

Wendy Baker (Esst Livetpool High School, Class of 1989). A two-gpost sinndout for
the Lady Potters, excelling in both basketball and sofiball.

Oun the court, she waa a fow-year vamity performer, becoming the first player in
schocl history o excend [ 000 career points, finishing with 1,127 tallcs. As b cnbor,
she averaped 215 potnts per grme. Baker also excelled defeasively, posting 291 caneer
steals incuding 135 a3 a senlor.

As a seviior, she was 8 second s all-Ohio Divisian [ selection who was sclected 1o
play in the McDomak]'s All-Star Clasale In Calumbus. She was sl OVAC Clati 4-A,
Disirict 5, Division | and All-Columidana County “Player of the Year”. Sbe was also an
AILOVAC and All-Eastern Dristriet first team choice ss 8 juntar and an all-District otorabke
pick as a sophomore,

On the dismond, Baker's career pilching tumbers included 49 victorles and 226 strikcouts and 400-phus
batting average. Her senioc scason pumnbers included a Jofty 477 average along with eme impressive
pltchiog numbers — 19 victordes, 117 striksouts ad 5 0.54 ELR.A. She batted 483 a5 o fimier with 32 RBI
and had 109 pitching wins, registering 109 eikeours and a 1.77 ERA. As a sophomore, she hit 422,

Baker's softhall all-star bonor includet rwo-time All-Obio (first team as e scolor, sccoikl team as a
Junbor); and two-time AfI-OVAC Class 4-A.

She aftended Wheeling College and ployed basketbail for two seasons, scodng 882 points and posting 182
s1eals during that time. She gained first tam All-West Yirginia Inzrrolieglate Athletic Conference hooor as
a sophomore after paining honorsble mention a5 & froshman.

mention

Dennis Swearingen (Ahlete - 19803)

Dennis Swearingen (Martlns Ferry High School, Class of 1982). He camed 10
vanity letters in four , making hia biggest marka in foothall snd bagkethall,
aonsng "ﬁé‘]é‘ s nakojng o 850 yanda rushing wElLe el guwmaaﬁwnﬁ

i [
10 & combined 21-9 r:gxzﬁcludmg ) ’hjlﬁl i o

[ 1 sophomore scason,
FﬂTﬁ:dﬁmmfwrmﬂ\lmm m.cgjff::m‘t:wuaudhadwim 125 tackkes
o 1| prass interceplions. Clm"ﬁ
a8 well.

olso gamered first tzam AlL-OVAC Class AAA, All-Easten District

was named B
Ce All- American, an U Ohio Valley Dapper D Club special honoree and participated in
MDVAE e All-Star Football 5 Y
[n haskethail, Sweardn, wis B thres-year starter and

deferive back, eaming scrond teaimn All-star hooars from UP both 2 well He
Valley homors twice. Following his senior season, Swearngen
ber of hlcﬁl;madum&mdmladvnamd Class AA regional finals in Athens

Ferry's squad w
luIQE‘Z_Scm-ing14}'\Ilfx;iuapapmemlmnjnr.t:wmmwdfmmAlI—DVA Clasy AAA (captain),
AlHDisiriet 12 and -Va]?asweﬂmmmdumAﬂ-EustlstﬂctChuAA.Hep{nycdhbmhﬂ:
OVACF:I:[ District 12 All-5tar Garoes. Az a i

-, Swearingzn averged 18.9 15 per gadne aikl was
st tesn All-OVAC Class AAA and All-District 12, s\i‘;ﬂﬁ mm%l?nstgl?nﬂﬂup;rtr Class AA and
third team All-Valley,

Swearisigent als0 Was o three-year [eiterman in baseball, caming AI-OVAC Class AAA bonors twice. He

u]?wtwim . mamﬂuﬁhf football Ohio University, graduatlog in 1986 and
went on 168 ke olr-year crareet at o verity,

tonin, hlrﬁ::lfinﬂrupﬂvemﬂrgm'aﬂ‘u“pm;in list in IDcargm-lmuhaw.ghm}.lEl?it

1,000-point carcet geover and he was a key mem-
FDK-.Ohin =

in pasa in & garme (57) ond season J; third in jpass ktons for a (31) and gea-
som (195) B8 well o3 Famfwamsé‘lf);mmhinyud.\gmm or a game (335), acason {2 56)
?mmr(gz,izﬁg.'?uwd o pasy atempts (569) and completions {312) for a career: and fifth tn career pass-
ng yards ,

Jeff Snedepar (Athiete - 1950%)

Jeff Snedegar (Buckeye Trail High School, Class of 1995} He put up |
wtmbers during his four-year gridiron carcet, cul In his selection aa the
Afl-Otifo Divi V (Ofitnaive Player of the Year and finishing as nmner-up in the
voting for Ohlo’s “Mr. Foothall™ award followlng his scrior season,

A6 3, 210-pound four-year letterman ot and linchacksr for the
Warriors, he racked up 7 000 yarh offensively reglstered 673 tackles on definee.
He also eamed second cam All-Ohlo following his m: and junfor yeas and
wat a three-time All-Eastern Distict and AI-OVAC .

As & senior, he led Trail to it ficst and only OHSAA playoff appeamnce {the
‘Warrigsrs finished with mn 11-2 pverall reeond, winalng two games before bosing in the
Division V state semifinals to Wellsyille), That year, he passed for what was then a school record 1,769 yards
while rushing for 1,621 yanls for s combined (0tal of 3,390 yards. He participated in 212 defensive stops as
a senor.

Snedegar was also a three-year letierman In basketball (he didn't play ns a Junior), finishing fourth oa

Trail's all-time scoring list with 834 points and third in carcer rebounding with 561. He avernged 16.1

E;cllw D&;Ié:unenim.amﬁngnpuia]mﬂmAPAﬂ-Ohinm well as flrst tearn All-Fastern District
A .

The 2000 Bockeys Trail Hall of Fame inductee went on to 2 stellar carcer o the Univestily of Kenfucky
(1956-99), caming four [etters m an outzide linebacker. As a freshman, he bad 42 @ekles, safiad thee games
aod was named the outstanding mmu'plammhefnuuwaiﬂmwpwthmkkJmnwﬁ;
rmore. Snedegar kad 63 tacklea and Four sacks es o junior, belping Kentocky Lo on Ostback Bowl berth w
he recorded 1 tackles in a loss to Perm State University. In yearat UK, be bnd 84 tackles, four sacks
and two interooptions, eamin, him defensive MVT bonors. He win selected to the All-Southeast Conference
squod and wes named to the Al}-American Farm Foolbalt Team by Successful Farming Magazine.

Snedegar was algned by the Mismi Dotphins of the NFL in 2000 &3 o0 usdrafied) free agemt.

OVAC Hall of Fame
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Bill West (athlete - 1990s)

Billy West (Buckeye Local High School, Class of 1993). He mude his biggest
jmpact on the footbrall fleld, caming ALl-Otiio benors three times, including twice asa
first team selectlon.

‘West alsn waw o three-time AT-GVAC sekectlon (1990, '91 and "92) ond a three-time
All-Bastem District pick (First team in '91 sod "92, second team in '90). He also par-
ticipated in the Rudy Mumley/OVAC Charity All-Star Foothalf Classic following his
senlor season.

After starting es o Erestoman el Bockeye North, where he rushed for 900 yands despiic
missing two-plus games due bo infury, be puz up some wliz-impressive numbem & the
newly-comsolidated Ruckeye Local High School,

Ha finished with what still stants as 6 schoot-recond 4 638 yerds, inclding a single-scasod effort of1 B46
yards ay a senior. He also bad 1,719 yards &s o junior and 1093 os s . He alao owis six of he top
scven ipdividual game rushing recorda at Buckeyo Local, beaded by 2 whoppring 338-yand gume againd
Marting Ferry {n 1991 (second all-time).

West peored 352 points on the gridinon, including 152 in bis final season.

During hiy three year with the Panthers, tbe toar compiled a 28-4 combined recond (9-2 in 1990,1¢-1 n
1991 sad 9-1 in 1992}, making the playofls twhce and naqowly missing on a thind.

West also detiered three years in track and two {n baskeiball for the Panthera.

He was 1 four-yzar letterman at the University of Pittstrurgh, starting for three years and eamleg All-Big
East “Offensive Player of the Year™ bonors o8 a sophomore (1994) after replacing Al-Ametican tailback
Cugtls Martin in game two an rushing for 1,358 yacds, flfih on the all-time singhe-acason rushing fist. A
Panther tri-coptain as 8 sentor, West finished a9 ibe schoal s fousth all-time leading nusher with 2,803 yords.

Donna Joseph (ovac Family”)

Donna Jareph (Shadyside High School, Class of 1964). A lesder in the OVAC
track and cross country cotnunity for threa decades, she also coached gitla track and
boys and glrla cross coudlry at Almae mater Shadyside High School frorm 1983-98,

A registered track and cross country official for 30 years, she started wotking Cal
Giffin OVAC Track Meeta in the earfy 1970s and coatinues 1o serve aa direetor of
the Class A-AM meet, & position sl started in the mid-1980s.

She currently is chairperson of the OVAC Track Commiltiee with over 15 years ot
the board and is co-chairpersan of the OVAC Cross Country Commitice with over
20 yzars of service with the group.

A recipient, along with bushunud Butch Jeaeph, of the Cal Giffin OVAC Trock Service Award, she olso
has been active with the Ohio Assaciation of Track and Crosy Counsry Comches.

Sho in presently the secretery and membership chairperson of the OATACCC and serves on the
Execative Board of the slalewide organization. Donns sod Butch bandle the regisisation for the aonual
track clinic sttended by an citimated 1,700 coaches.

She served as Meed Manager for the Midweat Meet of Champlons whea Obio bosted the event at Ohio
Wesleyan College and also scrved as Ohio coach when the meet was contested in Idisnapolis, Ind. The
Icnephs were swarded the Ed Barker Award this year from the OAT&CCC,

Besides track and cross country, Denna also has served on the committers and worked the annual Sam
Mumley OVAC Baskethall All-Star games and the Rody Mumley OVAC Foolball All-Star gamea. She
afso axsisted with the OVAC Volleyball Tounaments and leam standings. The 1964 Shadyside High
graduate cared ber degree from CRiio State University in 1968 and her master’s degree in 1983 from Ohio
University. She wes a marhematics Instroctor of Shadyside from 1968-08.

Nick Bedway (Media)

Nick Redwoy (Wheeling Cemtral High Schoot, Class of 1958). Onc of e area’s most
versarlle and prodific newspaper spors foarmadisw for five decades, be b brez on e zoeoe fof
numerovs DYAT events since 1960,

After attending West Libetty Stue Coliege for one year, e joincd the Wheeling News-Register
i & cofty boy bn 1960, Later thad year, e joined The Lateligencer siaff ur a sporsntiicr. In 1967,
Bedway joined the News-Registor siaff hesded try Bill Van Horne aod was romoted i Assoclats
Sports Brditor in 1971, Bedway became N-R Sparts Ediiar in £994 amd was named Executive
Sporms Eullior of ‘The Entzlligoncen/News-Registet in 2000, & position ho held ol he retired tn
M08, He aatsonad dafly and Sumlsy newspaper column cutibsd “Nick's Notebook™ and alan
wrote cofumma o acea golf, bowling, college sports, coldoors tl the Wheeling Naiters' bockey
team. The OVAC media guide wis dealicated o Betway in 1999, He servesl m lckty direcior of the OVAC Rody
MumkyAﬂ-SluOmﬁunh:miminlW!mﬂlm.BndmnhumndnthuOVAlehm:'thnin
foxxall, boys andt girls Brasketheld and basehall for more fiam 25 years.

Bedmay servel one term 18 1977 u peesidem of the W. Ya. Sports Wiitem Association and received e Gene
Morchowie Awaed in 1990 from the . He was fiducted imo the Ogien Newspapens 20K Classic Hall of Fame
tn 2006 and the Madia Wiag of the Ohio Baseball Hall of Fame in 1996, He tavice was seiectzd 10 serve as the Honomry
Referee fur the W, Ya. Super Slx Clas AA state charmpiorship footbef] games held at Wheeling bsland Stadiom,

BnlnywﬂnlmmnﬂmipmddxFﬂhm}danAwrdfalﬁfeﬁmzofwmmhﬂqrmmiymh
ﬂlhﬂNuValkywdrﬂﬁMhSpfhlﬁ[g:ﬁhﬂﬁpﬁmfmthmmh\wy[h{,pcrmlcll.b‘ﬂclhn
hay received awsrds from the Wheeling Soccer Asociation. Alkegheny Mowmtadn District 1S, S. Ternis Assoclation,
Whechng Pt 1 American Legion Basebull Team, Oglebay Park Men's Golf Chub, mmd the Chio Yalley Golf Asociation.
A post member of the Wheeling Hall of Famo Committes aod currem member of the OVAC Hall of Fame Comrittes.,
Bedway alto is active with the Wheeling Lions Clab e recelved, in 2005, he Leogard $areit Awatd, the highest Lica
Tomer bestowerd n West Vinginia, Curremtly the chigeier secretary ond Bosnt of Déreeton” member, be has sorved s media
mm:dim,mwpnddm,rmvlw-mhmmMWlm.Mn'ﬂ:d45ymwﬂmfum1m}y!(mm,dt
Bechwayr huxl four chikdrem i tave five grandchikben.

Earl Klevins (omcials)

Earl Kleving (Warwood High School, Class of 1934). Ooe of tic Ohio Valley's raon
prominent footbal] and basketball officials during & 35-year career from 1938 to 1973,

Khevine attenuked Wheeling High School (o one and & half yoars before ramfering to
Warwoad High. from which be gradunted in 1934, He played high achool baskethall o both
schocls

Farl attended Bethany College where bo played foottl] and batketball aloag with com-
peting in rack under legendary coach Jotm Knight.

Klevin officisted in his [rst baskethall game in 1938 at the Madison gymnashum, The
opponcity ob tat occaslon were Wheeling High and Bridgeport sad his officiating gartner
wes anciher OVAC Hall of Fame member, the lete Waher Heil, Thirly-flve years dies when be bung up bis
whisthe . Klevias had officisted in more than 1,300 baskeiball games and 570 football games on the high schoal and
collegiats Jevel.

Along with serving as an OVAC officizl, Kleviny officiated games i tho Southemn Conforence, the West Virginia
lntercollegiate Athletic Conference and o ruany other colleges in the (ri-state acea.

He also pleyed professionally with the Wheeling Blues besketball teom anid wis & long-time pasticipast in Local
inbependent lagues and famament.

Klovin wid & kg -time stendout on the amea tennis courts, winnlng many local, reglonal ond rational 1ouwm-
ments. [n 1975, Earl aod his partmer won the Dnited States natbonal doubles tithe in the 75-and up age bracket. The
toumament was hald in Myttle Beach, SC. At age 45, be won the West Virgioia daic singles titke and wamed with
the Late Liran Mercer for doabics bonors in Lbeir age group. Ead also won numerous Oglebay Park Tenals Clab
champioaships through bis mid-503 at which time be retired from competitive tenois.

The committee for the Sammae) A. Miumky OVAC Basketball Classic presented Kicvins with the Robert “Babhby”
Dawson Officials Award, Earf ard his wife Lucy have been matticd for more (han 70 yean. They rised three
children: Fag Je, Judy end Robert. They hove been biessed with four grandchildren end flve grent gramdehildes.




PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Sam Andy (Cousches)

Sum Andy {Wheeling High Schoo!l, Class of 1958}, The winningest coach in Ohio Valley
High school boys” baskethnll history with 621 wina over a 39-yeor career, Andy surpassed o
reeond set by charter OYAC Hall of Fame inductee Richard L. “Dick” Potrs.

Azndy’s head coaching career included two seasons ot Frazeysburg ¢0.) High School {1964-
1866}, seven years st Wheeling High School {1969-1976) and the last 30 years at Wheeling
Park High School (1576-2006),

Second all-zime for victories in West Virginia's big school class, Andy’s mams won three
Class AAA state championships (1976 at Wheeling High, [980 and 1995 at Wheeling Park),
The 1995 state final was one of the memorhle charmpionship games in W.Va. boys' basketbal}
history as Andy's Patriots defeated Beckley Woodrow Wilson 99-96 in a triple-overtime mas-
terpiece,

He alsc had one other Patrioe sqead finish ns the stute runner-up (1997) and Four semifinalist teains (1988, 1590,
1998 und 20040, Andy ecached in 922 games snd his clabs experienced only three fosing seasons. Usder his direction,
Wheeling High and Wheeling Park qualified for an OVAC record 20 state tournaments. In 37 years at the twe Ohio
County schools, Andy produced 31 sectional champicaship teams, 28 Region One titlists and six Ohin Valley Athletic
Conference division pennunt winners.

Through most of his eurcer, the Wheeling Wildeats and Park Patriots dominated their rivals in the conference, win-
ning 78 percent of their gumes against GVAC upponents, "They also annuatly played a schedule that included many of
the top bashetbail powers in the state. Andy couched four West Virginia Player of the Year standouts and iad 31 play-
ers et eollege scholarships, including severs! Division § stalwarts.

He twics was honored as the OVAC Couch of the Yeur (1976 aixl 1995), In 2004, he was selected as the Upper Obio
Valley Dapper Dan Clubr's Co-Man of the Year along with Monroe Central Coach Jay Cizooste. In 2007 ke was the
recipient of the Eal Haberfield Coaches’ Awand 1 by the i lirecting the ennual Samuel A, Mumley
DVAC Baskethall Classic, A 1958 graduate of Wheeling High School, Andy graduated from West Liberty State
College in 1963, He was a hasketball starier and etterman at both schools.

Bill Hinegardner (Coaches)

Hifl Hinegardner (Meadow Bridge High School, Class of 1958). Referred to by the lute Bill
Van Hore as W.Va, Wirestling's “Man of Cheracter,” Hinegardner received his bachelor's degree
from Concord College in 1965 und master's degree from West Vinginta Univessity in 1968, The
former Concord baskeiball and baseball player entersd the Mershafl County School System aa a
mathematics teacher in the 1964-65 school year. He served as un assistant voach in wrestling snd
Football at Moundsville High for three years before taking over the head wrestling position when
the consolidated Jokn Marshall High School openred s doors at e outset of the 1968-69 schuol
year. During his §4 years as head coach, the Monarch propram became onz of the must sucoess-
ful in the OVAL and also in the state of West Vinginte. Hinegurdner's teams won Jour W, Va, Cliss
AAA champlonships (1972, 1973, 1974 aad $979). The Monarchs were also runners-up Fous
times and finished lower than sixth place enly enes n the W. Va, Stsie Toumament. The lon Mauck OVAC Wiestling
Toumnament saw Hinegariner's John Marshall powerhouses ke the pverll leam title four times (1972, Y73, *14, *77) and
finish second five times, The Monarchs aiso eamed five OVAC €1ass 4-A titles and emerged as Ciass 4-A Dua) Meet win-
ners Five tines. From December of 1971 tuough Deceiber of 1976, Hinegandner's wizstlers went through 41 straight
dual matches without a defeat, His overall dual meet yecord was 133-29-1, Hinegardoer's program produced 20 individ-
uad state champioas. In 1996, he was & member of the late Mike Linsky's staff that led John Marshall to the W, Va. Class
AAA foothall title. He served as President or Director of the W. Va. Wrestling Coaches Assoc; the Region Ose Coaches
Association; Marshall County Coaches Association; Co-Director of the OVAC and W, Va. State Toumaments; Executive
Haard Member of the OVAC and the WVYSSAC for Wiesiling. His awerds inclode Nutional Wrestling Hall of Fame
Lifetime Service in Wrestliing Award (2004); National High School Coeclies Associstion Bistrict 3 Coach of the Year
(1976); OVAC Coach of the Year (1974); W, Va. Wrestling Coach of the Year (three times); Upper Ohio Valiey Dapper
Dan Achievemeat Awards (iwo times); Mr, Mai Awazd for contributions to the sport of wiestling in the OVAC (15984);
Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dau Cast R. Hazmill Award (2000); Moundsville Area Jnior Chamber of Commerce Jin Edge
Award {1977} given for eutstanding work in religious and youth activities; and the John Marshall High School Wall of
Fame (First Class, 2005), After retiring from Marshall County in {999, Bill went to work for the Switzerland of Ohio
Schoot Distict ot River High as a Guidance Counselor until he retired in 2004,

Joe Fortunato (Aete - 19409

Joe Fortunato (Mingo High School, Class of 1948), A nine-time Ictterwinner in
three sports at Mingo (football, basketball nnd basebuli), he wus an All-Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference perfermer as 4 football and basketball player.

Fortunaty enrolled at Virginia Military Institute, b transferred to Mississippi State
whers the Keydets' head coach Slick Morton uccepted the job with the Bulidogs. At
Mississippi State, Fortunato became an All-Southeastern Conference fullbugk-lne-
backer.

"The honorable mention All-America performer led Mississippl State in rushing and
bad 4 game high of 16% yards agairst North Texas State.

Hightight of his collegiate career occurred when the Bulldogs defeated national champion Fennessee 7-
0. Volunteers’ Coach General Tom Neyland praised Fortunato after the game by calling him one of the
greatest players his teams at Tennessee had ever faced.

Fortunato was drafied in the seventh round by the Chicago Bears, but played one scason in the Canadizn
Eeague before stgning with the National Foothall League team.

He started ut linebacker for 12 seasons (1955-1966) with the “Monsters of the Midway” and was named
first seam All-Pro three times along with being selacted for the Pro Bowl on five occasions. The defensive
captain of the Bewrs was also captain of the Tust Pro Bow] team coached by the legendary Vince Lombardi,

After his playing career, Fortunato speot two seasons on the Beura’ staff, coaching the lincbackers one
year and then serving as defensbve coondingsor the next year.

Fortunaio also is the only Ohio Valley athlete to be selecied 1o the National Ialian American Sports Hall
of Fame, He wus the icading vote-getter in The Intelligencer’s 1974 Afl-Time Obio Valley Team, which
was selected by o vote of the area sports fans,

Fortunato also is o member of the Upper Ohiv Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fume.

Don Fleming (Antew - 19505)

Duon Fleming (Shadyside High School, Class of 1955), The two-tinwe All-Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference first team honoree in footbult, Fleming was euptain of the Tigers' unde-
Teated conference champions in 1954, He also played center for the Shadyside squad that wen
an OVAL division title in basketball. This versatile athlete played in the Chio East-West All-
Swr basuball game held i Columbus and perfermed in the Chio-West Virginia All-Star
Foatbull Game held dardng the summer of 1955 at Wheeling Island Stadium. Fleming went un
tas the Uriversity of Florida on 4 football scholarship, He was u three-year starter and a two-
way end performer for the Gators. He was elected capiain of the 1938 team that played in the
Gator Bow! and was a member of the All-Southeastemn Conference team that same year. He
was drafted by the Chicago Cardinals of the National Footkali Eeague and the Boston Patrivts
of the American Football League, However, Fleming efected to remauin in college to complete work ot his degres umd
play baseball. As a senior, Ficming also was chosen captain of the Florida basebai] wuzs that won the SEC champi-
onship and earmed a besth in the NCAA tounament. En the spriny of 1959, Fleming eamed a degree as & construcsion
engineer. When Panl Hrown, owner-coach of the Cleveland Browss, traded for Fleming’s NFL rights, Fleming
bypassed signing with the basebatl Baltimore Orioles and decidedt to play professional foothalt, Despite never Raviag
pluyed defeasive back, he started as 4 rookie with the Browns at safety and madke the NFL AlL-Rookie team in 1960}
After his shinf season with the Browns, Fletning was named 10 the All-NFL fitst team. In that ofF-sesson, while work-
It on u construction job building at a bank i Florids, Fleming was killed iz an clectrical aecident, Bom Jyae 11,
1937, Fleming was just 25 years old at the time of his passing. Despite having played just three seasons with the
Browns, he had such an impuct on the franchise that they nomed their practice field, Fleming Field, in his honor and
retined No, 46, which was his waaber. The University of Florida mamed its inramurs! field, Fleming Field, and she
Florida Alumui Association established an award in his name that is given aanually to the senior i any spont
exemplifving the best keadership qualilies, He also was selected for induction into the Universiiy of Florida's Haif of
Fame and 3 a member of the State of Florida's Athletic Hall of Famne. Shadyside Figh Scheol retired his number (59)
and named its sthietic complex Fleming Field.

John Reger (amtete - 19505

John Reger (Linsly High School, Class of 1950). This ali-OVAC henoree in football
and basketball wus inducted imo the Wheeling City Hull of Fame in 1998,

Reger’s football achievements were remarkable considering that he was less than six-
feet tall and weighed fust 125 pounds when he began competing as s kigh school athlete,
but he had more important atidbutes such as a huge, competitive heast and the detenmi-
nation of i youth twice his size. He played fullback and lined at Linsly end captai
the 1949 Cadet squad that lost just one game to Triadelphin {20-19) in what was regard-
ed as the most memorable high scheel football contest played during that era at Wheeling
Istand Stadivm.

Reger went oo ta the University of Plttsbusgh on 4 football scholarship and his freshman team in 1950 weat
undefeated. After just thive varsily gumes the following veur, his collegiate career was paded by a knee injusy.
The Wheeling native returied bome and was working in a gasoline station when his former high school coach,
Etz Rine, arranged a tryout for kim with the Pittsburgh Swelers even though he had not played football in three
years. Displaying the same grit and determination he had shown in high school, Reger opened the 1995 season
a3 one of the Steelers’ starting Jinebackers. During his nine seasons in Pitsburgh, Reger earned throe Pro Bow)
invitations. He became cuptain of the Steeler defensive unit and was voted as the team’s MVP during the 1959
season. Reger played in bis first Pro Bowl in 1960 and made two more appearances in 1961 and 1962,

He sustained a dife-threatening and neur carcer-ending infury during his final seaspo in Pittshusgh dusing a
game against the Eagles ut Franklin Fietd in Philadelphia. Reger was hit in the head ond had u spasm in his throat
thit cut off air. Foriunately, the ambulance they sent for included oxygen and he was revived. Following (hat
harmmwing incident, every team in the NFL was required to have ogygen on the sidelines,

Reger was placed on waivers by the Steelers prior to the start of the regular scason in 1964 and he was picked
up by the Washinpton Redskins, for whom he played three more vears before retiring. Overall, he played 12 ses-
sons in the NFL,

Bob Kelley (athiete - 1960s)

Bob Kelfey (Weir High School, Class of 1961), Kelley made the most of bis gilied
and speedy legs 1o carve his niche into the Weir High and OVAC record books in two
spurts. He was a star both en the gridiron and the track cinders for the Red Riders,

Kelley — coached by the legendary Jim Curey — rushed for 2,730 yacds and 42
carcer touchdowns. Kelley led Weir to u 10-# season and the West Virginia state
chiampionskip in 1960. He gained 1,259 yards that year with 22 touchdowns,

1 the 40-0 rout of Nitre in the state championship game, Kelley was & one-man
wrecking erew, He tallied four TDs and passed for a fifth.

Kelley was afso a two-way starter 2s a junior for the Red Riders. He was the second
underclassimen in state history to receive the Kennedy Award (1955), bestowed esch year on the stute’s
jremier prep football player, and the first winner fioin the OVAL, The first-team ali-West Virginia and all+
OVAC honoree captured the Wigwam and Scholastic Magazine All- American honors as the Red Riders were
rankedd Hth nationally. He played in the OVAC All-Star Garse and felt with Most Valuable Player accolades.

Kelley also made his mark in track his senior season, He esiblished a Steel Valley League recond of 9.95
seconds for the 100-yard dash and an OVAC meet standurd of 10,3 seconds at the same distance.

He was voted most valuzble performer at the OVAC meet where he won three gold medals and one silver,
He went on 10 win four regionsl track titles and four more medals in the state meet, including second place in
the 100-yard dash,

After graduation fram Weir, Kelley matriculaied io Cameron Junior College in Okluhoma. He ted the Aggics
to the JUCC championship, beating Bukersficid, 28-20, in a gume played in ihe Rose Bowl. Kelley led
Cameron with 712 vards on the seasor, camning first-team ail-Oklahoma Conference team honors. He wus also
henored on the 1961 Junior College Helms Athletic Foundation All-Amcerican team as a first-team haffbuck.

He later aticnded Oklahoma State and Colorado, but was sidelned due to injurics.

Robert ‘Bo’ McConnaughy (Athiete - 1960s)

Robert ‘Ba* McConnanghy (Wheeling Ceatral High School, Ciass of 1966). He was 2
two-sport pheno for the Maroon Keights in the mid 19603, starring in basketball snd base-

McConnnughy wus o four-year letterman in both sports, gaining first-team all-state hon-
ors in baseball as o senior. ‘Fhat same year be gamered second-team oll-West Virginia fan-
rels in hoops after belping lead the Muroon Knights to the West Virginia Catholic
Toumnarnent fitle.

In bascball, McConnaughy s considered one of the best shortstops the Chio Valley prop
ranks has ever produced. He went on to star at West Liberty State College in both sports.

In 1970, McConnaughy was named firsi-team all-WVYIAC us a shorstop and shortly
thereafter signed 4 professional contract with the Baltimore Orioles, A year previousty, he was dufied by the
Ciacinnati Reds in the 24th round, five rounds shead of Ken Griffey, Sr.

He spent three years in the Orivles’ farn systemn hefore returning home and stamring for the Warwood Reds of
the Ohin Valley Bascbal? Leaguie.

Hlo wes a second-tears all-conference sclection as a senior for the Hilltoppers! hoop t2am.

McConnaughy has maintained his refationship with West Liberty, finishing up &is 25th year at the Hitlioppers®
paschall helm.

He has accumutated roone than 500 wins a1 his afow mater 10 go with five conference crowns and 4 besth in the
1590 NAIA World Series, McCornaughy led the Black & Gokd 1o their fist-ever NCAA Regionat Playoffs in
1594,

McConnaghy wus elected (o the West Libeny State College Hall of Faune in 1988, He has been named WVIAC
Coach-of-The-Year an four ocrasions.

T addition to basshall, hie has coached football, track and men’s and women’s basketball at West Liberty. He is
cumrently in charge o the WESC Intramurals Program.

Gene Cattane (Ailete - 19705)

Gene Cattane (St. Clairsville High School, Class of 1977). Castane pot togethey an impres-
sive four-yeer career on the diamond as a shortstop und phicher for the Red Devils.

Some 30 vears later, he still rzaks in Obio’s top 10 in twa statistical categoties — No. 4 on
the all-time career hit list with 172 und No. 7 in RBI with 145. I 109 varsity pames, Cattane's
career numbers also included a baiting average of 431 with 127 runs scored, 29 home rans,
13 triples and 25 doubles. As a pitcher, he compiled a {4-11 career record,

He was a four-time all- Valiey selection (second team us a freshman and First teum the next
thewe years, including serving as captain s 2 seaior) and he was selected Lo participate i four
¥astern Ohie Basehall League All-Star Games. Cattane was also tabbed for the Dhie All-Star
Series tn Columbus, equivalent to paining all-state honors at that time.

As a setivr, Cattane helped the Red Devils to the OVAC Class 3-A championship ant a 23-9 overall record. He
batted 478 (Gfth in the valley) with valley-Jeading totals of 54 hits, 10 home runs, 38 RBI and 35 runs scored. He
also had four triples, six doubles and 16 stalent bases, On the mound, he was §-2 witha § 73 ER A in 322 jnnings,
striking out 7% while walking 27 and allowing 34 hits. Cattane's jutior nitmbers included a 435 average (Rfth in the
OVAC) with valley bests i home runs (3) and RBI (36) along with 40 hits, five doubles, three triples and 26 mns
scored. As a sophomore. ke hit 349 with valiey highs in hone russ (9) and RBI (46} along with 38 hits, four dou-
bles. three wiples and 32 runs scored. His freshman totals included a 429 average (fourth in the OVAC) and valley-
leading marks in hits (40) and runs scomdd {35} slong with 10 doubles, three riples, tvo home rims and 25 RBE,

En addition 1o his high schoel expluits, Cattane way also & standout American Legion player. He wus named Ohlo
American Legion Player of the Year in 1976 alter leading Muysard Post 666 to a siute rnner-up finish with a 28-7
recond, hatting 356 for the season inchuding 433 in seven touriament games, He also played for more than 10 yeass
with Maynard of the Ohio Valley Baseball League and was a perenniz] all-star.

Caane, inducted into the St. C. Half of Fane in 2006, disd in a coat mining accident on Sept. 10, 1990 ar the age
of 31,
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John Leon (Athlete - 19705

John Lean (Brovke High School, Class of 1976). This Bruin stacred in three sports,
etching his name inte the OVAC annals as one of the premier football linemen and track
weightmen ever to compete in the confercace. .

Leon — whn was ulso s standout grappler ot Brooke — was a two-way line star for
the powerful Brins, camting a mysiad of all-star accolades, iacluding the 1975 Ken
Hunt Award, going 10 the Lineman of the Year in West Virginia, making Leon the fisst
OVAC winner of the prestigicus bonor.

Leon led Brooke to a 9-1 season en soute to the OVAC championship in his junior
campaign before eaming afl-conference and all-state laurels 83 a senior. The powerful
Leon played in the 1976 OVAC Ali-Star game, captaining the Mouniaineers lo victory.

He was just as impressive in track cirles, rewriting the OVAC record books in the shot put and discus, In
the 1975 state meet, Leon launched the iron ball 59-F, breaking the W. Va. siandard by some two feet. The
record lasted two vears before being eclipsed by future Olympian Randy Barnes. Leon won theee state throw-
ing titles, two in the shotput and one in the discus.

Lecn was olse a force on the mats, compiling a 48-6 mark as a junior asd senior heavyweight,

Upon graduation from Brooke, Leon accepted o football scholarship to Notre Dame. He was a three-year
letterman for the Fighting Irish as a guand, The Trish won twe Cottan Bowls and one Gator Bowl during his
career at South Benu. After graduating from Notre Dame, be received his MD degres: from West Virginia
University in 1984,

He bas been a sadiologist for 20 years. He is 1he current president of Radiclogical Physicians Associates.
He is past president of the West Virginia Radiclogical Society, past president of the Mation County Medical
Society as well as past president of the Fairmaont Field Club.

Leon and hits wife Marcy Bave been married for 22 years. They have four children: Johnny, Camilie, Tsabella
and Joseph.

Jennifer Hyland Brown (athiete - 1980s)

. Jennifer Hyland Brown (River High School, Ciass of [986), She rmks among 1he all-
time greats in girls® track, having excelled at the conference, league and atate levels of
competition as a sprinter,

In foar years at OVAC Championship mects, Hyland scored a whopping 126 points as
River won two Class 2-A feam titles (1983 and '86) nad finished s nunner-up twice
(1984 and "85). During her freshman, sophormore and junior years, she wen the 100, 200
and 4K)-meters and was on the winning 1600-meter relay team. While as a senior. she
won the 400 and 16{0X)-relay and was second i the 100 and 200,

In state meet competition, Hyland way the 400-metes rasner-up ss a freshman in 1983;
First in the 400, second in the 199 and third in the 200 as a sophomors in 1984 (her 24 polsts single-handedly
gave River a third place finish in the state); first in the 400 as a junior in 1985; and st in the 400 with a
sue-record time of 55.65, and on the sixth place 1600-meter relay team as a senior in F986.

Hyland also spackled in Ohic Valley Track Feagne (OVTL) Championship meety for the Lady Pilots,
winning the 200 and 400 all feur years while taking the 100 the last three,

She also enjoyed temendons success in the Belmont County Relays, finishing as the top scorer as a
sophamore after winning the 190, 200 and 400; duplicating the tep scorer feat a3 a Junier by winning the same
three events (including a meet record in the 200); and scoring the same “triple™ as a senior (bettering her mark
in the 20%3).

She was selected All-Ohio in the 400-meters alf four vears by the Ohic Association of Track aml Cross
Country Coaches. She was also an All-District and Ali-Valley bonuree in mubtiple events. In E584, Hyland was
named henorable mention High School All-Americs and in 1986, she was invited to participate in the Midwest
Meet of Champions in Indiang, an event showcasing the best senfor athletes from Ohio, Indisnz and Minois.

A member of the River High Schoot Wall of Fame, she roceived a scholarskip to run track at West Virgisia
Univessity where she competed for one season.

Anthony Reed (Athlete - 1980s)

Amthony Reed {Wheeling Park High School, Class of 198Y). Reed left a jasting mark
on the athletic scene both for the Patriots and the OVAC, evidert when he became the
first persen inducted into the Wheeling Park Sports Hall of Fame in 1997 for his
exploits in basketball and track.

O the basketball court, Reed was a two-time ficst team AI-W.Va. Class AAA selec-
tion, serving &9 ¢aptain os a junior. He was a two-time USA Today W.Va. Player of the
Year pnd the Gatorade State Player of the Year as 4 senior. He also gained first team Afl-
OVAC anid Alf-Valley accolades twice arnd was a tri-captain on The Intelligencer’s afl-
decade team of the 19805,

The 6-4 wing scared 1,290 points in two seasons, including what siilf stands as a
schoul-record 663 points {a 28.9 per-game avorage) ny 4 senjor. He averaged 11.5 rebounds per game that year
angl also set what was then an OVAC-recond §8 three-point goais &s a senior. As a junior, Reed was selected
1o the West Virginia Class AAA Al-Touraament team.

1n track, the talented Recd was a stellar performer in the high jump, hurdles and relays,

A two-time West Virginia Class AAA state champlon in the high jump (including a meet-record 6 &9 in.
effort), he also set what was then a valley-recond with a 6 ft. 1t in. Jeap, Reed placed secend ia the 110-meter
high huniles at the state itieet (14,65 secomis) and was on state championship relay teams to help Park finish
a close second in the Class AAA sinte meet in 1989,

The Park product also made his presence felt at the collegiate level, starting and lettering for three years at
Cleveland Siate University. He scored 1090 points (rankiag him [0th on the all-tisme CSU scoring tist at the
time}, averaging 15.6 points per game o3 a senior to earn secorl team All-Mid Continent Conference acco-
lades. As a junior, he averaged 132 points per game sod roceived the Paul Stewart Award presented to the
piayer whose unsung contributions did the most to further the success of the team. Reed also won the Mid-
Continent Conference high jump champicnship a5 a junier.

Jose Davis (Athtete - 1990s)

Jose Davis (Bellaice High Schoof, Class of 1996). Davis put together some eye-popping
numbers in both football and basketball, earing him All-Ohio recognition in both sports
during his stellar carcer.

On the gridiron, Davis was o three-year starter ot guantesback, [cading his team to a record
of 30-5. As a senior, he led the Big Reds to a third straight OVAC Class 3-A championship,
first undefeated regular season and first-ever OHSAA playofl sppearance (Bollaire
wivanced to the Division [V state championship game, losing a 50-44 iloubie-OT thriller to
Versaities). He finished the season 253-0f-406 passing for 3,551 yards and 32 TDs while
edding another 10 scores mushing. Davis earned All-Ohin Division IV OFensive Player of
the Year honors and was runner-up for the prestigions Mr. Faotball award as a senior. He
also reoeived first ieam All-Eastern Districz, AIl-OVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big school acenlades on multiple
perasions. The talented signal-caller set BHS career reconds for most yardy pained (7.306), pass attempts (7903,
pass completions (455), highest completion percentage {33.73, passing yands (6,769) and TD passcs ((4)),

O the hanlwood, Davis started and lettered four years. racking up 1 A57 points, 479 rchounds, $67 assists and
151 steals (all ranking i the top five on the BHS camer 1351}, His all-star accolades in basketball included first team
All-Ohio Division 16, All-Eastern Bistrict, AILOVAC Class 3-A and All-Valley big scheol. He was also samed
third tzam All-American as o senior.

Alse o three-year letterman in baseball a1 Bellaire, Davis continied bis curver ot Kent State Undversity. A three-
year starter and fetterman for the Golden Flashes in football, he put up equally impressive pumbers including
single-game recond for most pass anempts (39), completions (24) and TD passes ¢7); single-season marks for
offensive yards (2,883), pass altempts (365), pass completions (194), passing yards (2,707) and TD passes (32);
and career records for offensive yarls {7,731}, passing yards (6,722) and TD passes (52). He had a Mid-American
Conference recard 551 yards passing in 1997 against Central Florida and when he l2ft KSU, he anked {0th in
MAC history in passing yands and was thind in TD passes.

Davis also doubled as point giand on the Kent State baskethall 1eam in 1997-Y8,
ionally, Davis played For the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the Canadian Fovtball League in 2000 2nd 2001;

Prc

Chris Enochs (Atntete - 1990s)

Chris Enechs (Oak Glen High School, Class of 1994). Enochs excelled in three sporis
for the Golden Bears, but it was basebafl where he would make his biggest impact.

Enochs’ senier season diamoad exploits camed him first team all-West Virginia Class
AA accolmles and he was named the “Player of the Year” by both Gatorade and USA Today
arxt was selected a3 the runnet-up for that boner by the W, Va. Sportswritcrs Association.

Also a first team all-OVAC Class 3-A st teamer and “Player of the Year” and an all-
Valley first teamer and “big school” captain, Enochs led the valley with 1t home runs amt
42 RBI while batting 442, His pitching totls included 2 6-4 record and 2 1.22 ER.A. with
106 strikeouts and 26 walks in 63 innings. He pitched a pecfect game for Gak Gilen against
Toronto.

On ike basketball court, Enochs was first ieam all-OVAC aad a3l Valley and was on honorable mention ull-West
Virginia Class AA choice. He averaged 192 points and 13.2 rebxmnds per game as a senior and finished his career
with 1,047 points.

On the football field, Enachs eamed first team all-West Virginia Class A4 as o quasterback ofter leading Oak
Gien to its first-ever WVSSAC playoff appearance. Also a first tegm all-OVAC Ciass 3-A and all-Valley pick, he
led the valley with 1,729 passing yanis,

Brafted by the Cleveland Indiens in 1994, Enochs opted for a scholarship 1o West Virginia Usiversity where he
became the Big East “Pitcher of the Year”, first team All-East Region and was a second icam All-American pick
by Daseball America, The Sporting News and the Nationai Collegiate Baschall Writers. Namedd the team’s co-
MVP, he was 12-1 on the mound with a 303 ER.A, and 10 plete games, including a no-hitter against
Villanova, As a junior he was named the Big East Tozmament's MVP and Outstanding Pitcher. Enochs had 21
wins, including 14 complete gatties, in his theee-year Mountaineer career,

Following his junior vear, he became the highest drafted piayer in OVAC histary, selected No. 11 in the first
round by the Oakiand Athlctics in 1997, The 6-3, 225-pound right-hander with a 93-mile per hour fastbzll played
nine seasons in the minor leagues, the st seven in the Oakland organization and then ene year sach for Houston
snd Pittisburgh. He pitched in 250 games with a 45-52 record and 2 491 ER.A., posting 661 strikeouts while
walking 380. He was a member of the Class AAA Pacific Coast League champion Sacramento Rivercats and
played for the Puesto Rican Winter League champion Ponce Leones.

Enocks alse played for Team USA, winning a silver medal at the 2008 World Cup in ‘Tuiwan,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group

for the Ohio Valley Greyhounds of the National Tadeor Football League in 2002, Jeading the team to the league title
by passing for 1,668 yards amf 37 TDs and eaming championship game MVFP honors; for the Indiana Pirebinls of
the Arena Football League in 2003, the Colorado Crash in 2004 and 2005; and the Grand Rapids Rampage in 2006.

OVAC Museum Seeks Memorabilia

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, the nation’s largest
high school conference with 46 member schools, has estab-
lished an OVAC Museum to display memorabilia from its
member schools — past and present — and is currently seek-
ing additional display items. Each school will have a display
case for its trophies, photographs and other items to showcase
its athletic history. For more information, call the OVAC office
at 740-671-3269.

Be sure to check out the display cases in the outer concourse
of WesBanco Arena before you leave tonight’s OVAC Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony.

Bob Hedmond ©vAC sFamily)

Robert L. “Bob” Hedmond (Follansbee High Schoel, Class of 1948). During his high schoel
days, Hedimond was a varsity letterman in footbatl, track, boseball and basketball. He won the
half-miletitle and played inthe 1948 OVAL Charity All-Star Football Game iz which he sustained
torm knee cartilage.

After s}x:u!ing 21 months in the military. Hedmond earolled at Shephend Colflege where he
played fullback and defensive end before graduating in 1934,

I coaching, Hedmond met with success at every stop. He was czpecially adept at starting neo-
phyte programs of rebuilding wams that needed a spark. He coached foutball, track and/ar
wresthing af several schools, including Oxon FH (Md.), East Liverpool. Brooke and Steubenville,
Hedmond started the program at Oxon 3ill and took his team from an 0-5-4 recond the (st year
to 4 5-3-1. He became the first head football coach at the consolidated Drooke High School in
1969 and led the Bruins w an OVAC championship. Hedmond took over at Steubenville in 193] and directed the Jeflerson
Coun% vears, His leams compiled 2n [8-4 teeond and gualified for Big Red's first twa post-scason berths
since Ohio adopted a i’a poff system in the 1970s. While at East Liverpoot, Hedmond leztered |8 sophumeres as the Potters
temed in a 3-T reco T{lc following season, ey reboundedd (o finish at 73, {lverall, his record as 1 head foothall coach
WTE:I-LZZ-S. Duting his time as track coach with the Potters, his teams went through four straight seasons without Jozing
a meet,

Successfil 23 he was with o coaching whistle around his nsck, Hedmond was even more effective as an adminisirator,
Within the BVAC, he served as  class reprosentative, was a long-time racmber of the OVAC Foundation Executive Board
and, for several years, he directed giimt OVAC Wiestling T Hedmond served as Athletic Director at
Steubenviite High School end later was the Building and Grounds Superinterdent with Steubenville City Schools. Among
his nurmerous honors wete the Carl Hamill Memorial Award. preseated by the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Ivan Club; OVAC
Ner. Mat Award; Ohio Eastern District Conch of the Year; Eastern District Athletic Director of the Year and an Outstanding
ﬁcgiictécignem Awand from Dapper Dan. Before his passing, Hedmond wes inducted inte the Ohio Athletic Administtators

af] of yame.

eguad for two
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James ‘Jimmy’ Stewart (Media)

James C. " Jimmy" Stewart {Triadelphia High School, Class of 1918). Stewart devot-
eil nearly a half-century 1o the newspaper profession, serving with great distinction.

He began his career associated with the Wheeling News and The Regisier, which then
were sepurate newspupers. Stewart was spors editor of the now-lefunct Wheeling
Telegraph from 1921 through 1929 and later became the sports editor of the News-
Register. He evemually concloded his fony career as the associate sports editor of the N-
R where be worked alongside feliow Halt of Famer Bill Van Horne.

in the carty years of the OVAC, the conference perhaps had no greater frisnd than
“Yimmy” Stewart, (his according to Van Home himself. Beginning in 1943, Stewart kept
the weekly standings on footbail and baskethall until his retirement on December 31,
1968, Stewast also painstakingly kept record beoks that proved invaloable to anyone intercsted in Ohio Valkey
sports lore. He also was recognized as a walking encyclopedia on local athletics. His head was a storchouse
of sports information, What wasn't comaited te bis memosy could be founsd in his pockes-sized record books
and envelopes which filled his desk and filing cabinet.

Bepluning in the eardy 1920s, Stewan’s “Lookin® Em Over” colemn wes one of the most widely-read
througheut the area, In later years, he penned a golf column, “The 1%h Hole,” which appeared iz the news-
paper every Sunday from the spring months inte the fall. He also initiated a popular Monday colume on area
collegiate sporis which he titled, “With the Colleges.”

He was also involved with the scheduling of basketball games worked by members of the Ohio Valley
Bourd of Approved Basketball Officials. His love of sandlot bascbalf was well known, as he almost metion-
{ously covered huppenings in the old Intelligencer and United Mine Workers baseball lengues.

A quiet man whe never east himself in the fimelight dodng his cancer, Stewart was honored with a special
award af the time of his retirement from an appreciative Ohio Valley Athletic Conference. He also received an
sward of appreciation from the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Clab.

John Cl‘ilig {Coaches)

John Craig (Follansbee High Schoeol, Class of 1967). Craig enjoyed an illustrious
26-year cureer as o head wrestling coach, Including two sensens at Hillsboro (Ohio)
High School, 18 years at Steubenville Big Red and live years ot Indiun Crevk High
School in Wintersville.

While at Big Red, his teams eamed six overall championships in the OVAC
Wrestiing Tournament. Steubenville also capfured seven divisional titles and finisked
in the top three a total of 13 times at the conference championship cvent. Thirty-one of
his Big E;:d matmen earned individoal conferonce $itles, He had 87 gualifiers for the
Ohio state meet, five of whom camed individoal championships, and 23 who were state
place-winners, His team finished in the top Rve at she Dhio state toumament four simes,
including 4 punner-up Gnish in 1988,

Cratg's 1989 squad [inished the regular season ranked No. 1 in The Associated Press Division IF wrestiing
potl and placed thind gt the state tournument. His overall dual meet record was 261-74-3 and he couached bis
teams to 42 loumamest championships, inciuding nine district titles. Four times, his teams tumed in unde-
feated duat meet reconds. Several of his former wrestlers went oa Lo compete in college at schools such as
Ohio State, Purdue, Army, Navy and West Liberty. One of his protégés won # Big [0 championship snd oth-
ers were place-winners in the NCAA Division 1, 1§, 1T and NAIA national tovrnuments.

Craig was named OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year on Gve occasions snd was presente:d the prostigions
“Mr. Mat Award” in 2002, He is o member of the Obio Wrestting Coaches and 1he West Liberty State Collepe
Athlete Halls of Farne. In 1989, he was seleciod a8 the East-Sombeast Wrestling Coach of the Year and the
Ohio Division H Ceach of the Year. For 2F years, Craig served as o wiestling offictal on the youth, junior
high. high schoot, college and open levels. As o principal at Indian Creek, be was one of the founders of the
Buckeye 8 Athletic League,

Ay an athiete, Craig wrestled at Follansbee High School and was a three-year letterman ot West Liberty
where he earned WVIAC championships three times and twice was the MVP in the conference toumament.
In 1972, Craig was the runner-up in the NATA uaticnal meet, where he camed All-American horors.

Robert ‘Bob’ Kettlewell {Conches)

Kobert 8. “Bob" Kelewell (Linsly Military Institute, Class of 1947). During his 20 years
as the head coach at Wintersville High School (1956-75), Kettlewell’s teams posted o 143+
40-10 record, the third-best winning percentage i Ohio Valley history for coaches with 100
or wore wing. His trams camed sine feagie championships (four in the Big Bight and five
VAL titles). Wintersville won its first OVAC crows under Kettlewell in 1956, got its sec-
ond in 1966 and then captored three in a row fom 197 through 472, which equaled a
reeont held previously by Bellaire amd Manting Fery.

Kettlewell kad three undefeated teams at Wintersville — 1957, 1967 and §972 — and
seven clabs that sustained just one loss. From 1966 through *73, the Wamiors lost only 11 games. Under
Fettlewell's direction, Wintersville scored in a record 140 straight games, ending with a scorsless tie agnainst
Bellaire in a contest that saw the Gold Warriors denied what would have been a game-winning and streak-contin-
uing touchdown because of a pemalty.

Among the stars coached by this highly-regarded mestor was Donnie Young. the Ghio Valley catoer rushing
record holder. Among the other numerous college attiletic foothall standouts mtored by Kenlewell were Chie State
captain Alan Juck wha played on an undefeated Rose Bowl team with the Buckeyes, and Roger Alford, the first
hlack to sign ul West Virginia University,

Kettlewe!l also was 4 standout athlete while playing at Linsly Mititary Snstitute. He lerered in four sports amd
played football at West Virginia University, where he also lettered.

Indian Creck High School’s (formerly Wintersville High) football facility was renamed “Bob Kettlewell
Memarial Stadiom™ in his honer. In 1990, Bob was the fousth Ohio Valley coach inducted into the Okio Football
Coaches Association Hall of Fatie. He joined the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame in 1937,

William ‘Bill’ Thomas (omiciats)

Wilficzn D, “Hill" Thomas (Belinire High School, Class of 1952}, Puring 2 48-yenr
career as 4 track official, Thomas served as the meet referze for nearly every major
championship in the Chio Valley. The list inclades the Murtins Ferry and Shadyside
Relays: the St. Clairsville, Barnesvitle snd Wheeling Purk [nvitationals; Cal Giffin
Track Classic: various OVAC championship meets; West Virginia Regionals and the
Ohio High School Athietic Association Eustern: Sectional and District meets.

He was s meet official for 10 OVAC schools, including Bellaire, Bamesville,
Cambridge, John Marshail, Martins Ferry, Shadyside, Skyvue, 5. Clairsville, Wheeling
Park and Union Bocal and Thomas also worked a5 a meet official at the Mansfield
Relays (15 years); Bellaire Relays (48 years}; Okio regional championships (10 years)
and the Ohio high school state meets for boys and gisds (15 years). Thomas also served os meet diecior gy
numnerous Buckeye State district and regicnal events, aleny with the OVAC Track Champicnships.

He received the OVAC Cal Giffin Award for service to rack and ficld in 1983; was honorary referce at the
Bellaire Relays in 1996 and was honored again during the 50-ycar celebration of the famed Bellaire mect in
2604, The former Beilaire High athletic great is u member of the school’s Wall of Fame,

Thomas attend Mississippi State o 4 foothall scholarship and alsa lettered thers lo trek his freshiman year
Afier twa years with the Bulldogs, he entered the Army and served overseas before coming herme and play-
ing on the 1956 National Service football chuppionship team, coached by Don Coryell, who Jater coached
the San Diego Chargers. Thomas finished his college career at West Liberty State Callege where he lettered
it football snd baseball. He also kad a long and suceessful career in conching. He spent five years a3 i assis-
tant in football and basketbali at Bellaire High. Afier that tenure, he went ta St. Clairsville as head baseball
coach and an assiston in feorball and hasketball, Bill later spent five years 2s head footbalf coach
Bamesville before becoming athletic director at Bellaire in 1973, He served as head ceach at Union Local
from 1978 until 1981 when he returmed to Bellaire as a teacher unti) retiring in 1989,

Tom Keane (Athlete - 1940s)

Tom Keane (Linsly Military Enstitute, Class of 1944). The Bellaire native was a mutti-
spors standout for the Cadets and earned AU-OVAC basketbatl and footbail on the first
selections in 1943-44, He also was an All-City basketball selection. As a sepiorona 7-
4 record Cadet football team, the two-way back and punter returned o puss interception
106 yards to score in an 18-6 win over Warwood.

He enrolied at Ohio State where he lettered a3 a freshman before serving 20 months
in the LS, Navy,

Upon discharge, he exrolled at West Virginia University and lettered in 1946 and
1947, becoming a rare letterman at both OSU and WVU.

Keang was a thind round pick and 18th overall National Football League Draft selection by the Los Angeles
Rams iz 1948, He played cight NFL seasons, and 87 gomes, as o defensive hack-npffensive ead including the
fisst four with the Rams. In 1952, he played with the Dallas Texans hefore two years with the Baliimore Colts
and ended his carcer in 1933 with the Chicego Cardinals. He was & two-time All-Pro and played in the 1933
Iro Bowl, ranked second in the NFL in pass interceptions 1wice, and playsd in three NFL championship
garmes including the 1951 Rams? title team. From 1948-52, both Keane brothers competed in the NFL.

He was a long-time ussistant ceachi in the NFL ineluding Chicage Cardinals from 1957-59, Pittisburgh
1965 and way an otiginal member of the Mizinl Dolphins’ stalf in 1966 where he remained through 1985 as
defensive backs und special teams coach. In 1962, he became the first head coach of the Wheeling Ironmen
and served until joining the Steelers” staff. The Irenmen went 9-4 iz 1962 before winning the United Fooiball
League title with 5 12§ yecord in 1963, In 1964, the fronmen were 7-7,

Keune died at age 74 in 2001,

Nick Mumley iathlete - 19505)

Nick Mumley {Wheeling High School, Class of 1955). One of the moest honored
three-spert athletes in the long history of Wheeling High, he starred in footbsll, bas-
ketball and wwack, eaming three varsity Jetters in each.

He was first ream Al-Stare in football as o rwo-way end and he slso received All-
OVAC and All-City accolades.

In basketball, he was first tcam ull-class All-West Virginia ae a senior and was & two-
time AI-OVAC and All-Ciy first seam selection. He scored 15.8 points per game as g
Junior and 24.3 per outing v a senion

As a Wildeat seador in 1955, the 6-foot-0 cener was the anchor of the fingl tcam coaghed by OVAC
Legends” honaree Everett Brinkman which won its first 18 games before bowing in the segular season finnle
&t Bellaire. 'The OVAC title-winning team won the sectional and regional titles before bowing in the first
round of the state toumamiest ta Mullens to finish with 3 22-2 record.

He also scored 30 points in a record-setting 146-1 1 victory over Weir High at Madison Gymnasium, 2
game wiich set Ohio Valley and West Virginia marks for combined points in a game (256).

In track, he woen two state one-class shot put ttles with marks of 51-3 1/2 in 2955 and 32-2 3/ in 1654
ami two OVAL shot put crowns, including a conference-record 10ss of 53-5 172,

He camed a football scholasship to Pundue University, where he lettered three years as o regular two-way
end,

He was the 51st overatl NFL draft pick in E959 by the Philadelphia Eagles, but opred o play in the new
American Footbali League where he competed three seasons from 1960-62 with the New York Titans, o fora-
runner of the Jets, as  defensive end-offensive tuckle. He played in 4 total of 42 AFL games.

Tom Yakubowski (Athlete - 14505)

Tom Yakubowski (Adena High School, Class of 1958}, A three-sport standow for the
Golden Wave who stamed in the fisst year the school joined the conference, which
expanded to three classes in 1957-58.

At Adena, he was a three-sport feam captain in Tootbali, basketball and baseball and
eurmed 10 letters — four in baseball and three each in basketball and football.

The 1957 Adena feotbal? team west 6-2-2 and won the OVAC Class A crown. He was
o fullback-linshacker-quusterback in feotbalf and un AIOVAC, All-Valley Small
School and All-East Ohio Athletic League selection. He was the MVP of the 1958 Ghio-
W.Va. All-Star game won by Ohio, 25-0. He scored 13 points and starred as Mullback-
linebucker.

In buskethall, he was a two-time All-East Ohio Athleiic League honoree and averzged in double figures for
theee seasons, including 11.3 points per game a3 a sophomore; 17.5 points as a junior and 19,2 poims as a
senior.

In baseball, the pitcher-infielder was an Ail-Ohio selection as a senior and he also pitched in the East-West
Al-Star game in Columbus, He led the Golden Wave to a 121 record, losing in the regional finals to
Nerthwestern High and Toture Major League pitcher Dean Chance. He tossed two one-hitters in a throe-day
span and had 32 2/3 consceutive scoreless innings in tournament play, which ranks second in the Ohie High
School record book.

He ezrned a footbull scholasship to Purdue Liniversity, where he fattered 2s 8 sephomone and senior 28l
back-linebacker while suffering a series of knee Injures. He was second on the waen in rzshing {31 yards)
a5 g sephumore. He also playad baseball one season at Purdue,

Yakubowski competed in the 1962 Blue-Ciray All-Stas Foorhadl Game and wisd out as a free agent with the
Buffako Bils.

Bill Kennedy (Aticte - 19605)

Bill Kennedy (Warwoed High School, Class of 1967), Basketball and Bill Kennedy
are synenymeus, Some four-plus decades since starring at old Warwood High Schiool,
hasketball still is a raajer past of his life.

Kennedy enjoved a stellar prep carcer with the Vikings, The dazzling 6 ft. 2 puard led
Wartvood o state Class AA basketball soommmnest appearances in both the 1966 and ‘67
campatgns, He capped his prep hoop career by sparking the Vikings i the school’s only
state basketball crown. That team fintshed with a sweBar 24-2 mark, incliding closing the
season ni o L5-game victory mm. Warwsod captused its first OVAC hoop title in 21 years,
with Kennedy providing much of the (irepower with his 26.2 points per pame average,

‘The explosive backeourt dendy gumered first-team All-West Virginia, AN-OVAC, and
AlLCity plaudits, Just a season poor, Kennedy led the Vikings to a 22-4 mark #nd the state sermifinals before
being eliminated by Mullens. He was a first-tearn A-OVAC honoree thai year and was pamed an ali-state tour-
sament sefection, an honor he duplicated as s senior. Kennedy finished his iHustrious Vikings® basketbuil career
with more than 1,200 points. He was also an accomplished high jumper, as reflected in his thind-place finish in
the state Class AA meet s a senior. i

His baskethall achievemnents comed him a spot with the West Liberty State College baskethall team. He wast-
ed no time in making his mark for the Hilltoppers, leading the team in scoring in both his freshman and soph-
omore seasons with 509 and 443 peists, respectively. Kennedy eamed all-WVIAC and sll-tursament plauding
as a freshman.

His ewo years of impressive play with WL.SC provided u springboard to a transfer to Arizona State University
fur the 1971 and "72 seasons. l-fennedy proved he was no small-schaol wonder as he led ¢he Sun Devils in scor-
ing hath seasons, averaging 14.8 and 14.6 points per game, respectively. His two-year point ttal of 765 is the
rinth best for a Sun Devil m a two-year carcer. All wld, he scored 1,719 an the collegiate level.

His play ot Arroms State caught the eyes of professional scouts. He was drafted by Memphis of the ABA,
but opeest fiar & career as a baskethall official. Keninedy, whe still resides in the Phoenix arcu, continues ta be a
Pac- i} calizge baskethall official.
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Bob Rieves (ashlete - 19605)

Bob Riever (Wheeling High School, Class of 1969). Some 40 years after ruining bis
final prep race, Ricves romaind the measaring stick for sprint grentness in the Okio
Valley. The £36-pound mercuriak-heeled rocket was nothing short of scasations] during
his career with the Wildeats.

Ricves was nearly untouchable his final 3wo yedrs in the high school ranks.

As a seniot, Rieves rumed in a performance that still anks with the afl-time great
OVAC running fetes, He broke two state records in the state chsmplonship meet while
tying a thind.

He tlistered the 22)-yard dash in a new state statsdand of 23.5 while he smashed the
440 mark by 1.2 seconds via his 47.7 clocking. Rieves’ scintillating 8 in the 180
equaled the state record. His asssull on the state reconds resulted in him becoming the first OVAC athlete in
28 yedrs 1o be the state meet's high scorer.

Rieves was also the West Virginia slate champion in the 220 25 a junior.

The Wiklcal ster captured five individua OVAC sprint pold medals in his final two vears of kigh schoal.
His impressive efforts helped lead Wheeling High 10 the 1969 OVAC team championship, the schocl’s first
such titie in 23 years.

His sprinting dominunce s reflected in the fact that he was undefeated as a senior in the 220 and 440 and
was never worse than second in the 10 in that lime. He tied for high-point Bonors in the prestigious Bellaire
Relays his senior year while heing the high scorer in every other meet that spring.

Ricves” sprinting accomplishments were so impressive that his tack jersey was retired at the saneal
Wheeling High awards assembly.

Rieves earned & track scholarship to West Virginia Usniversity. He competed for two scasons for the
Muuntaineers. He eamed his bachelor of science degree in fandscape acchitecture. He now resides in Brooklyn
and is employed by the New York City Parks & Recreation Department os a capital projects analyst.

Mike Kovalick (Athiete - 1970s)

Mike Kevafick (Bellaire High Scheol, Class of 1973). Kovalick kas the distinction of
not only being a two-sport standout, but ziso a two-state standout.

Kovalick, the son of legendary coach George Kovalick, was a prep grid and mat per-
tormer for three years nt Weir High before matriculating 10 Bellaire High for kis senior
year. Both schools benefited from his prowess on the gridiron and on the mat.

Kovatick is a rare state champion wiestier in both West Virginia end Ohio. He turned
the trick in the Mountain State as a junior for the Red Riders and capped his prep mat
career with a siate championship in the Buckeye State for the Big Reds. Both wrestling
crows came in the [85-pound classification.

The powerfiz] matman was near-perfect his final two years on the mat. He won 37 of 28 matches ss 2 jun-
ior before running the table in all 28 bouts us senjos. He was an OVAC champion both winioss after placing
{ifth as a sophomore.

He finished his ilustrions wrestling career with a sicliar 64-3-2 mark.

Kovatick continued his mat seccess on she collegiate Division I lovel. He wrestiod for Bobhy Douglas at
Atizona State. Kovalick finished as PAC-19 runner-up at 150 pounds in his scnior season.

Kovalick — Bellaize High's first-cver state wrestling champicn — was inducted into the school's Hall of
Fame in 1983,

He was also an all-star perfurmer in Toetball. The twe-way lineman anchored the Weir High trenches his
sophomers and junior years and filled the same role for Bellaire in 1974,

Kovalick earned all-Valley and all-OVAC hoenors his finat two years. Moreover, he was named all-Ohio in
football his senior campaign and he played in the OVAC All-Star Gane.

Kovaiick resides in Wheeling.

Joe Pettini (Athlcte - 19705)

Joe Perind (Brooke High School, Class of 1973). Pettini is witheut question on the
short list of the greatest prep baseball players in Ohio Valiey annals. His high schoal
diamond resume is overflowing with accomplishments which led o a sparkling coile-
giate career at Mercer University,

The rmulti-talented Pettini started every game dusing his Brucke High career, some
144 contests. He didn’t skip a beat at Mercer, starting all [96 pates for the Macon,
Georgia-based institution,

Pettini not only enjoved individual success in kis prep career, he alse ked the Broins
10 o ¢oveted state baseball championship, He was a two-time first-tcam all-West
Virginia selection and was twice named captain of the all-Valley squad. He earned the distinction of being
captain of both the sli-Valley and alf-OVAC teams as a senior.

After his brilliant Mercer carcer, Pettini was signed as a non-drafied free agent with the Montreal Expos in
1977. He was fater tradedd 10 San Francisco, playing four seasons with she Giants. Pettini finished his profes-
sienal basebail carcer by playing three years with the Class AAA Louisville Redbirds.

He thes entered the coaching ranks, holding several different pasts. His managerial catver commenced
with Harsilten, Ontado in 1989, He moved to St Petersbuig for the 1990 seasen and in Arkapsas for three
scasons. Pettini ended his miner league manageriat career by guiding the Louisville Redbirds to the American
Association championship.

Pettini gained a plun: assignment in 2002 when S1. Candinals’ manager Tony LaRussa tabbed Petting o be
his bench cuoach, a position he still holds taday. He attained the ultimate in 2006, gaining a World Series
champianship ring with the Cardinals.

Joe and his wife Barbara have two children, Michelle (25) and Jeseph lames (20). They reside in Bethany,
W. Va,

Connie Doutt (athlete - 19805

Connie Doutr (Buckeye Trail High School, Clags of $98§). At s time when girls®
sparts were starting ¢o take hotd in high school athletics, Doutt was one of the first who
excelled in three sports — buskethall, volleyball and soltball — but it was on the bas-
kethall court whese she had ber biggest impact.

‘Fhe school’s all-lime leading scorer with 1,842 peints whe also bad 538 careor
rehounds, the 5-7 guand helped Tril to four straght trips to the CHISAA State
Tournament urder Coach Dave Linn, including a state championship during her sopho-
more seasen in 1979,

En her Freshman year, Trail posted a 22-1 record, with Doutt scoring 284 points and
paining Associated Press Al-Ohio honorable mention. She scored 311 points as the Lady
Warriors went 23-1 in winning the state titks in her sephomore seasan, with Doutt samed the state tournament
MVP and again gaining hononble mention All-Ohio accolades. ‘The team went 26-1 with Doutt as a junior
scoring 432 puints, She teceived fisst team All-Ohio from United Press International and fnished as runner-up
ay the “Player of the Year” 1o Trail teammate Lotf Heady. She was also o third team All-Ohio Eick by AP,

Boutt maved to the head of the class, so to speak, as a seafor when she seored B3 points and was first tcam
UPL All-Ohio and “Player of the Year™ as well as first teams AP All-Ohio and (st team AllLOVAC. That year,
Trait posted a 23-4 record, meaning the Lady Wariors” recond digiag Deutt’s four years was an incredible 94-
7. She was selectod for the st Ohio North-Seuth Al-Star Garme and scored 18 polats to eam game MVE hon-
ors.
Doutt was also a four-year starier and letierwinner i both volleyball and softbalt, playing on the Lady
}t’)gz.rgms state toumament scam in 1979, She was inducied into the Buckeye Tauil Athletic Hall of Fame in

The tzlented cager went on to a fine four-year carcer at 1he University of Michigan, becoming the school's
first out-of-state scholarship recipient in women's basketbail. For her career at Michipan, Doutt scored 415
points, fiad 267 rebounds and 170 assists.

Jay Peterson (Athlete - 1980s)

Juy Peterson (Cadiz High School, Class of 1986}, A spectacular four-sport athlete,
Peterson muade his biggest impact on the foothall field.

The Hipedale native dazzled as a running back with numerous memorable performanc-
es, including o single-game modern Dhio Vallsy-record 377 yards against Mingo and games
of 284 and 282 yan!s, He scored six teuchdowns in a game twice,

Peterson broke a 5{-year old Ohio Valley single-scason sushing record held by OVAC
“Legends” honoree George (Puck) Busgwin when he rushed for 2,348 yanls on 203 carries
to lead Cadiz to an 8-0-2 record. He just missed the modern single-scason scoring recond
with 22§ poiniy (32 TDs, 28 PAT kicks), one point shy of GVAC Hall of Famer Terry
Suively of Powhatar’s mark of 222 points,

In his three-year gridimn career with the Cardinals, he rushed for 3,959 yards (second at the time on the Ohio
Valley career list} and scorcd 349 points, Petersor: kad his football No, 22 retired by the school,

Tn track, he recorded the Ohio Valley's fastest time in the i00-meters as a senior €110 seconds) and slso had
the fastest 100-yar time {10.3) that year. He won the OVALC Class AA 100-meter race in 11.1 seconds,

He split spring duty between track and baseball and was an All-Valley honorable mention pick, kitting 332 and
reconding 25 stolen bases on an 18-7 recund tears. Peterson also participated in basketball as a sophomore and jon-
for.

He earmed a scholarship to Miami {O%io) University and was honored three times oa the All-Mid-American
Conference foothall tesm, including first team accolades in 1982, second temn in 1983 and fionorable mention in
§681. A four-year letterwinner, he is fifth on the all-time career rushing yardage dist st Miami withs 2 874 yards.

Fallowing his graduation from Miami in 1985, Peterson went on t0 a cuaching carecr, fizyt as high school assis-
tant gt Cadiz as welk o8 Cincinnati Anderson and Cincinnati Withrow. He then speat cight years ot Miami of Ohio
(199198, five yeurs at Northwestern University (999-2004) and he is cumently beginaing his fourth year at
Eastern Michigan University where he is the assistant head coachidefensive coomlinator/linebackers coach.

Mark Cisar (aslete - 19905)

Mark Cisar (Magnolia High Sehoal, Class of 1994). He is the only two-time winner
of a state football “Player of the Year” award in OVAC history, having won West
Virginia's Kennedy Award in 1992 and *93. #e was also the Gatorade “Player of the
Year” in 1992 and was 2 two-time Class AA all-state captain. He was a two-time All-
OVAC nnd Afl-Valiey selection.

Cisar Lriayod quarterback, safery, placekicker and punter on Blue Eagle trams that
compiled a two-year record of 25-3, finishing os the Class AA state runner-up twice
under (he tutclage of his [ather, Dave Cisar, T two seasons a3 a starter and ene as a
backup, be pussed for Ohio Valley record totals of 5,193 yards and 64 tuchdowns. As
o junior, he passed for a recond 2,691 yards and 34 TDs. He also kicked a valley and state recovd total of 83
points and had a record-tying 99-vani TD pass as g junior,

In baschall, he was & three-time All-West Virginia Class AA, All-OVAC and All-Valley pitcher.

He was zlsn a regalar in basketball, scoring 45 points in a game on ose occasion.

He enmned a basehalf scholarship to Charleston Southern Umiversity in South Caralina where he was a four-
year starter. He was named Big Seuth Conference “Player of the Year™ in 1997 and was a three-time ail-con-
ferenee pick.

He was drafied by the Boston Red Sox and was the Red Sox Rookie League “Pitcher of the Yees™ in 1998,
In §999, he was selected to the South Atlantic League All-Star Team aid won # South Atlantic League title
in '99 a5 a member of the Augusta Green Jackets. He then played for the Capitales de Quebee, an independ-
ent league tearm, and was an all-star in 2002 and the Northern League “Relicf Plicher of the Year”.

Cisar eamed his bachelor's degree iz physical education and was a substitite wacher for five years in the
Wetzel County Schoo! system before going back to Charleston (5.C.) to serve as a health and physical edu-
cation reacher a3 weil a8 an assistant foothali coach.

He is the hiead Toatbail coach af Enion Local High Schoof, guiding the Jets 10 0 9-1 recond ard their first-
ever OHSAA playoiT berth in 2007, He was named the Easten District’s Division IV *Co-Coach of the Year”,

Suzie Dailer (Athlete - 1990s)

Suzie Dailer (Wheeling Central Catholic High School, Class of 1991). She proved (o
be a rue “queen of the coun™ in many ways, excelling for four years in basketball and
tennis and adding a couple of fine scasens in volieyball for good measure.

En basketball, Dailer gain All-West Virginia recognition ail four years, including first
tears in Class AA as a sopbomore and senior and second team faurcls as a junior, She
was also a three-time Al-OVAC and All-Valley first scam selection and a two-time All-
Mountaineer Lesgue pick. The valley's leader in three-point field poals all four years,
she scored 22.1 points per game 03 a senfor und finished her career with 1,381 points,
the ali-time girls’ mack for the Lady Marcon Kaights, Daller led Central to three straight
OVACT Clags AA championships and was a saphomere on the Knights' W. Va, Class AA
state ronner-yp squad in 989, Censrat posted n 77-17 record during her career.

in tennis, she also lettered four years and had tremendons success in both OVAC and state tournament play,
culminating in 2 W. Va. state doubles championship (with Pam Dutch} ag a senfor us the Lady Knights fin-
ished as the state runnez-up. She also finished first or second in several OVAC und regional toumnaments in
both singles amit doubles and kelpod the team 10 thiee OVAC titles and three top fowr finishes in the state.

In volleyball, she lettered twice and gained first team AN-OVAC honors 45 8 seitlor, helping the team to a
37-5 record and the OVAC, W.Va. Section | and Region § titles, und a Class AA munner-up finish in the state
tournament.

Dhailer costimed (e star at St. Bonaventure University as a four-year staster and letterwinner. She finished
15 the scheel’s fifth all-time leading scorer (1422 points) and had the fifth-best single-sesson in 1992.93 (524
points). She set reconds for single-game (8). single-seasan (99) ond career (291) three-pointers; had the sin-
gle-season tecord For assists (163) and was sccond in carcer essists (44%). Her all-star honors at St
flonaventure included sccond feams afl-conference as a sophomore and third team as a senior. The 1995
Division | Women’s Basketbalt National Three-Point Shooting champion, she was inducicd inta the St.
Bonaventure Athletic Hali of Fame in 2006.
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Melissa Hammond (Athlete 19805)

Melissy Hutmmond (Shadyside High School, Class of 1989). This former Lady
Tiger wad u standout in three sports during ber prep carecr, but it was basketball where
she shined the brightest.

Hammond was 8 four-year letterwinner for the Lady Tigers who went onto a
fuu:-yl::ar career ut West Liberty State College, etching her name into history at both
schools.

At Shadyside, Hammond was a prolific shooter en route to her schocl-record 1,516
poirts. She: drsined 112 three-point goals, Her 46 points, as a junior, duricy in o game
apainst Buckeye North is also tops in schoo! history.

During her junior scasor, Hernmond became just the second female in Ohio Valley history to average at least
30 points a pame at 30.2. She was more than @ soorer, however, as she averaged 9.1 rchounds, 6.2 assists, 5.0
steals and drilled 67 three-point goals.

As o senior, Hammond averaged 28,1 peints a game and was named all-Ohio Division [V State Player of the
Year by UPL She alsa avemged 9.5 rebonnds, 8.1 assists, 6.5 steals, shot 48 percent from the Nloor, 80.1 percent
at the Jine and 58 percent fom three-point range.

Hammomnl was named second-team all-Chio by The Associated Press twice and was selected to the Qhiu
North-South All-Star Game. She was captein of the ali-OVAC team twice,

Hammond also doubled as a softball player and thrawey for the track team.

She earned four lettem in seftball and thrée mort in track. She was an all-OVAC first team selection three fimes
in sefiball and once an al-Ohioan.

track, she was an afl-Eustemn District performer in the shot put and discos,

At West Liberty, Hammond wes a four-year baskethafl starter, She scored 2,350 points from 1990-93, which is
still the West Liberty record and thied-best in WVIAC history. Hammond, who also starred in sofiball ut WLSC,
was the second fermale shlete fo be inducted to the West Liberty Sports Hall of Fame.

Jeff Sweitzer (adilete 19805)

Jeff Sweitrer (Hrooke Hiph School, Class of E987). This former Bruin wes once
dt:scg'bed by his high school coach, Paul “Bad” Billiard, as the best player he ever
coached,

He’s definitely one of the most decorated Bruins to come from the sforied progrmm
when it was the Ohio Valley kingpin,

Sweiizer helped lead the Bneins to back-to-hack appearances in the West Vieginia
state championship pame us a quarterback during his junior and senior seasons, He
wis a four-year mainstay for the program, spendisg fime a8 a running back, defen-
sive back and kick retuner before shifling to quarterback.

As o senior, when the Brains fnished 112 43 the state runner-up, Sweitzer set an
Ohio Valiey record for tolal yardage with 3,399, He also accounted for 36 touch-
downs. OF his yardage total, he had 2,203 passing; 674 rushing and 522 on kick returns,

After that senior season, Sweitzer, who ulso shined in baseball for the Bruins, repeated on the first team
all-gtate squad and was named the captain of the offensive unit, He was also runner-up for the Kennedy
Awnstd that season, He was iwice named all-OVAC und ali-Valley and was the Gatomde Siste Player of the
Year. He was also listed in the USA Today as West Virginia Player of the Year and an henorable mention
ta the paper’s Ali-Awmerican Team,

Sweilzer then accepted a scholarship 1o the University of Akron, As was the case at Brooke, Sweitzer
began as n kick retusner and sunning back before becoming the quarisrback for his final two seasons,

In two years, Sweitzer passed for 2,744 which is 10th on Akron’s career listing, He passed for 1,599
yards a3 a jugior.

Joanna Bernabei (Athlete 1990s)

Jeannu Hernabei (Weirten Madonna Ifigh School, Ciass of 1993). This former
L;I"ldy Bhlw Don wus one of the most prolific and unseifish baskelbali players from the
Ohio Valley.

Bemabei helped to guide the Lady Blue Dons 1o three straight state tournament sppea-
ancey poud, during her scaior scason of 1992, Madonnu brought heme the school’s second
stade charspionship with a brilliant 24-2 record.

Buring that 1992 campaign, Bermubet averaged 17.5 points, six rebounds, seven assists
and five steals per game while surpassing the 1,000-point mark. All told, she finished her
uep career with 1,002 points and more than 500 eareer assists,

After her senior scason, Bemabei was named captuin of the West Virginia Class A All-
State fearn and capéain of ihe OVAC Class A-AA West Virginia team when basketball was
a full sport. She also competed in both the OVAC and Norih-South all-star games. All told,
Bernabei wus o three-time all-stater. She was a second team choice a3 a sophomore and a first team selection as
4 junion

While basketball was where Bemabei made her murk, she slso excelied for Madonsna in track and field as wel}
as fennis, eaming letters in each sport, [n 1993, Bumnabel brought two gold medals home from the West Virginia
siate track meet. She was a part of the winning 4x200-meter reluy as well s the wineing shutle burdle relay. She
ran a leg on the state runner-up 4x [00-meter relay team. During the 1992 tennis scason, Bernabei was a part of an
OVAC-winning doubles team in tennis,

Bemabel completed her degree in 1997 from West Liberty Staie College. During her carcer with the Lady
Hiiltoppcrs, she scored 1,317 points and finished with 1,807 assists, wiich is the NCAA Dhivision 11 record. During
her senior season, Bemabei was named WVIAC Player of the Year and Division 1 All-Ameriean afler helping o
feaf WLSC to a NCAA Toumarment appearance. She was named first team all-conference in the WVIAC all four
years and was inductixd to the West Liberty Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002.

Bernabel entered the coaching ranks at West Virginiz Wesleyan. She was then: for & vear and has also worked at
Eastern Kentucky, Wost Virginia eod the University of Maryland where she won a national championship ring as

OVAC Hall of Fame
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Richard (Dick) Thurnes (0VAC ‘Contributor)

Richard (Lick) Thurnes (Benwoeod Union High School, Cluss of 1946). During
a 17-year career us 4 head football coach at three different spots, Thumes won an
impressive 75 percent of his games (112-36-7). Even more impressive, however, was
the fact that five Thumnes-coached teams posted undefested records.

Hiy first stop was Cameron High School, where he vompiled 2 three-year mark
of 18-6-F, highlighted by an unbeaten (7-0-1) team in 1956 which was ranked No. 2
among West Virginia smatl school teams.

Thumes then moved on to Warren Consolidated High School, serving as head coach
for 12 years (1938-69) and posting a 78-26-6 mark. His teams pat together unbeuten
seasons in 1961, *62, ‘64 and ‘67, The first three of those teams won OVAC Class A
championships while.afl four were Eastern Ohie Athletic League Kingpins,

After stepping 2side for'a couple of years, he returned to coach the newly-consolidated Buckeye South
High in its first two seasons (1972-73), posting # combined 16-3-1 record.

He received several “Coach of the Year™ awards - from the Wheeling Intelligencer in 1964; "The Times Leader in
1967; and the Eastern Ohio Athletic League in 1961, ‘62, ‘63 and *67; and the AP Eastern District in 1964 and ‘67

Thumes was also the recipient of the Belmont Hills Country Clib’s 271l Annnal Achievement Football
Coaches Award in 563 and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Club's Outstanding Achievement Awarid in 1967,

He was inducted into the Ohio Valley Football Coaches Association Half of Fame in (985,

Thurnes wis afso 4 long-time assistant basketba$l coach to fellow OVAC Hall of Famer Heary Lazasz and
ke also coached basebail, track and golf at various times during his carcer.

In high school, Thumnes was & three-year lettermian in footbail as a centerJinebacker, gaining third team
alk-West Virgiria recognition and first t2am all-QVAL honors,

He went on fo play at West Liberty State College in the “Golden Era” of Coach Joe Bart=ll, sturting ot
cenfer on two undefeatsd teams and playing in the Pythion Bowl and the Smoky Moumntain Bowl, both
Hilltopper victories,

Kyle Reose (Athlete 1990s)

Kyfe Rose (River High School, Class of 1990). This three-sport Pilot nthlets was o standout
onand off the field during his four years in Hannibal, eaming four letters in baseball 10 go alocg
wilh three letters each in wrestling and football.

Bascbull was where Rose made his prosence felt for ihe Pilots, He was a four-year mainstay
i catcher and in the heart of the Pilots® batting order. He battix] 366 gs o freshman, 473 as
a suphomore, 500 as a junior and 536 23 a yenior en route to twe OVAC Player of the Year
uwards. As o sophomore, Rose had an on-buse percentage of .693 and he was 40-0f-42 stealing
bases. That mark is still an Olio Valley standand. All told, he hit 13 home nns and deove 76
runs, but missed §§ games 23 a senior afler a bout with mono.

After his senor campaign, he was named first-team all-Chio, all-Eastemn District, si-OVAC
andt all-Vitiey, He played in both the Ohio and OVAC all-star games.

In foothall, Rose played tailback for the Pilots and racked ug:fllsons of vardage and 4 host ofhenors. As a senior, he
way first team all-Eastem District, wil-OVAC and all-Vatley ufter rushing for B yards and scoring eight touchdowns,
For his carecr, Rose amassed 1,532 yards and 14 toachdowns i thres seasons, He was also a defensive standont with

183 total tackles, six sacks, four interceptions and seven fitmble recoveries.

His wresiting career didn’t begin mli{lhc wis  sophomore, but he picked it up quickly. As a soph, he finished 1512,
but turned it on as a junior and went 27-8, He was foursh at the OVAC Westling Toumament und advancesd to the Ohio
District Towrnament. He fuliy arrived in his prappling career as a senior. Posting a 36-3 reeond, Rose advanced io the
OVAC finals before falling. He then won the sectional and district titles at 152 pounds to qualify to the state touma.
mient where he advanced 1o the finals und settled for the silver medaf, He finished with a 78-23 recond.

While having plenty of options about continuing his stfdetic: carcer at the collegiate [evel, Rose accepted a scholar-
ship 1o Mercer College in (reonzia to play basebail, Playing in every game as o freshman, Kyle 294 und was
chosen as conference freshman of the year. However, iis career and #fe underwent a cruel twist on Dec. 12, 1991 when
he was involved in a car accident, Ross survived, but is confined t o wheelchalr as a paraplegic. Afler spending six
manths in nad out of surgeries and therapies, Rose went back to school at Ohio University Easter for two vears and
then, in {994, enrolled at West Liberty Siate College where he later camed his degree in sécondury education in math-
ematics. In 1998, Rose was hired at his prep alma mater as  math teacher. He's also sines eumed his master's degres
frot Marygove College. His handicap dlidn't prevent from staying fnvolved in sports 19 he was named head haseball
coach of 149 alma mater in 1998 and he held the post until 2007. He led the: Pilots to the OVAC fitle in 2063,

Charles E. Petty (0vAC ‘Family")

Charies E. Petty (Pomeroy High School), The entire Ohio Valley Athietic Conference
owes & debt of pratitude to Petty and the other eight “Founding Fathers.”,

Edtsfe did that smell group know back in 1943 when they brought together 20 schools
from both sides of the Ohio River that they would establish what would become (us of
2011) a 50-school bi-state conference, regarded by most us the Iargest functionad high
scheol conference in the nation.

The originul OVAC member schools included Bellaire, Follansbee, Linsly, Marting
Ferry, Moundsville, Powhatan, Shadyside, St. John Central, Steubenville, Stevbenvilie
Catholic Central, Tiltonsville, Triadelphia, Union, Warwood, Weir, Wellsburg, West
Libeaty, Wheeling, Wheeling Centra? Catholic and Yorkvitle.

Petty was a key cog in the OVAC in its early years, serving as the first officiul
executive secretary for 13 years from £944-56, longer than anyons has been in that pesition except for Sam
Mumiley to this point.

Peity coached the pre-OVAC boys' truck progrum at Triadelphia High School, winning the 1941 West
Virginia lass championship after fizishing as runner~u¥ four times and placing (hird fwice.

Alter coaching and teaching mathematics af Triadelphia High, he served briefly as principal at Woodsdale
JTunior High. He then joined Linsty Military Institute in £942-43, surving ns athletic director aod was the head
buskethzll coach from 1944-51. His secend team (1944-45) won the OVAC Class AA title with 1 16-5 record.
He alsu coached track and assisted ia football of Linsky,

He served as Meet Director for several years at one of the Ohio Valley’s premier high sehool track mcets at
Triadelphia - The Intelligencer Reluys — which had u three decade run before ending in the 1950,

Petty then moved (o 5t Petershurg, Florida in the susner of 1956 and taught in junior Eigh untif he passed
away at uge 57 in E963.

Bom in 1905 in Ripley, W. Va,, he praduated from Pomeray (Ohio) High School; attended the University
of Floridy for two years and graduated from the University of Iinols. He received & master’s degree from
the University of Pittsburgh.

John Kirker Medi)

John D. Kirker (Wellsburg High School, Class of 1934), Bom in Follansbee is 1913,
Kitker's first tuste of the newspaper business came ot the old Wellsbury Daily Herald
as a high school student, He wrote sports and was eventually the maneging editor of the
paper when he lefi for the Army Air Corps in 1942,

Upon his discharge from the service in 1946, he began a 29-year rua (1946.74) as
sposts editor of The Herald-Star sewspaper in Stcubenville antil moving iato the news
department as 2 district editor for the remainder of his carcer. He was the longest-
serving sports editor in the newspaper's history, covering all high school sports as well
as local college sposts and summer events.

He was inducted into the University of Sicubenville Sports Hall of Fame in 1981;
the Ohio Prep Sports Writers Hall of Fame in 1288; and the Upper Ohio Velley Dupper
Dar Halt of Fame in 1989,

Kirker was a inember of several high schoot all-star selection committees, including those choosing the
All-Fastern District and All-Ohic teams.

He also served ns an emcee at numersus focal sports functions and was a ring announcer at local boxing
events.

For Kirker, barmess racing was 2 personal pussion. He owned and truined 17 horses for many years, rega-
larly attending the Little Brown Jug cvent in Delaware, Ohio, and contributing nuomerous articles 1o various
harness rcing publications. -
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C.R. (Dick) Dei (Coaches)

C.R. (Dick) Del (Wheeling Central Figh School, Chaas of 1959). Ho wm the
wchlieet of the VAL most daminant boys® x Wheeling Park High.
Durissg the schoal's Gt 13 yean {1

LA and finishex) second (hre times; won ninc Weat Rm
[ithex and three West Virgioie Class AAA stale champlonships while
Lngnﬂnmnmr

twice,
lh:g\ﬂdmufDd.&tnmchednAﬂAmﬂhuﬂhmnaudnﬁna
h.ls:um.Pu'klmtml two dual meeds 1o 13 scama.

He way named West Tmck Coach of the Your on two accasions md the
Do Valkey Track Coach of the Year by The Intelligencer twice,

The coach established one of the area's top Hrvitstional meets — the Park Claasic -
renmmed the Dick Dei Track Classic. He designed Wheeling Park’s ali- track facility

[ tmplementing (he finnt phoko-elacitic tinving rystem st & West Virginia high school, with Paric’s sysiam
ariginally uscd &t the Wesl Virglnia State mest in Charlexton, He served as chaimmm of the OVAC Trck
Committes snd the (WAC Track ; West Virginia Mect oty o ricoiber of the West
Virgiida Stake Track Meed Commitiee; and was & et tha Track and Field Clindr.

Del received the LA, Thom Award i 1990 for Virginia track Service and Coctribations, snd was pamed
the WAL Cal Giffin Track Official of the Year in 1994, He was alwo borkared by the Upper Otsio Valley Tiepper Deno

Ul aed the WV, Sports Wiriters Associetion.
Dei wa inchucted it the Wheeting Park Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998 and the West Liberty State College
Hall of Parne in 2005.

Larry Shaw (Coeches)
Larry Shaw Mysmmghmmdlm).mlmwruﬂh in tha

Ohio Valley Athletic in the stale of West Virginin and no
duﬂﬂnwnmmmnummmdiul . After all, Shaw was a fixture In the mat
spont for 31 yean,

He %d the Beam on sn incredibie mm of 13 comsestive Weat Vi Class AA-A
staie from [997-2009, a feat unmatched by sy OV: Woest Virglnis
pengrwm in ey Prior to Ouk Olen dropping o the AA-A omka, Shaw-led teams
posicd five sradpit Clos AAA nunner-up finishes (1987-91),

In OVAC Toumament Shaw's teams won nine clas title,

Wﬁmﬁﬂlﬁﬂm&:l&hhmhmﬂﬂmﬂm EDgF‘

2004, 2008 scxd 200°7). mwmm-m“ummmwm(mmmm ‘90 md

?ﬂmiﬂm}-Ai.nlW‘Jm Gl ‘03 '04."[5,‘&‘:.'07 '08 arxd "09) snd he findshed with 8 career doal meet

record of 330-56-4. He coach and moro than 160 others whio cated all-stae bonon.

SlmwwunnmddrUVACn]hpcncmdﬂnYmmh « in 2002 and 2007 —and the OYAC Wrestling

Cosch of the Year oa 13 occasions. He was the Went Virginia Class AA-A Wetling Coach of the Yesr six

ﬁmumdhﬁ:m]y% 10 be seleced the Weat Virginis all-spart Coach of the Year by the W, Va.

5 Wrikers Assocition He was named the 2008 National Wresiling Coach of the Year by Wreatling
St 157 gk " Concers Cotegs o e Mantall Usveraty, s o

n 977 bin meser’s degree fom Ui

m Va. Wresthing mm.rmw&&%ww
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Plennie Clutter (ofcials)

Pawiels Clutter (Wheeling School, Clars of 1943). He ranks among the beat
officials of allHime in the Chio , spending 30 years as & foolball referee and 25
years s & basketball official.

Clutter’s officisting carmer umemthl;ofﬂuhmA.“ﬂlmMmy.
charter mespther of the OVAC of Fame in the officials’ cairgory, snd he worked

his way up from junior varity games 1o tha top of the officisting workd Ln both sporta.
Hanp mmmmrmﬂwmmmumm
tommanents.

and three stain haskrthall
Clutter ooy kectional and oumament games in Wost
l.miwm!ndeVACAﬂGur Games. Ho was also sclected as

Ho is en Homorary Life Member of bolh the Ohio Brakrtball Officials and Ohio Football
Dﬁchhhﬁmlhw&nmﬁkldm m.«mamov‘kc%u

EmeMulhowﬁhdfoﬁhaﬂnndh:tﬂhﬂpmhﬂsz Viginia Intoollegists Athbele
oo,
Mmmmcme-nWmvmmmmmfwmumbamuwmmmghm
nll-state captain and led the Wildcats to the sinto baakrtball changionship under

coach V. Everest Brinkmsa,

He was offered & fooiball 1o the of Alabama, he entered the Navy during World
DRl oo eafesional kel o Enghoe. W e it ones b was selcied  play
b he way K| 1]
hhl%ﬁﬂ&lgdﬁl:rmhﬂ L

Edgar Martin (Athlete - 19405)

mnﬁmmulmnAmmmm
winndoot desrte his sixe of 5-foot-4 and welghing between 130-145
pounds, he left his mark on the OVAC and Ohlo Bpoty,
A threo-time AIHOVAC haioree in baskethall {1944 and 1945) and footbal]
VAL Clrean A title end fve-achood City
mwﬁnllmﬂhlﬂ;zl;mcg}?ﬁnhhﬁgg
crowna mod sdvanced to the one-clas
‘Woodrow Wilson. As a seior on 2 9-1

Iﬂ:‘:ﬂmmmﬂrmlm}yhﬂ
1o Follsnbes, 21-13. He wai a thind team one-clnss selection.In baskethall, he eamed second
mmm—clwuﬂ-mu-uﬂﬂ'mdmndﬂ]ﬂmmammluﬂzﬁm 10 4 100-68 win over

g
i
ig
b
H
33
ia

m
n:lwulukﬂ'mUnhnlrdLhnl ll:mmﬂndalmnmeraahny&ﬂepftx

llyeanfrunl Mngal?-lmﬂhuﬂum Comference titl tewm in 1962 and an
vabeaien 18-0 PAC
He finixhed his career ot West Smuuﬁhicdhm&mlmmdﬂmmﬁm

from 1969-74. Ho was ooe of the otigloal organizem of the coment Beast of the East smomer basctell
ot named in his honor Martin died in 1989,

Bob Jeter (Athlete - 1950s)

" Bob Jeter (Welr High School, Claas of 1956). Poaaibly the most promioet
name to bridge the tranaition from schools Lniw Integrated edica-
lion in the Ohio Valley. He was a at Dunbar
High School In Weinon through his ot seagon of 1955, With integration

in West Virginia, he Anished at Weir High School and became the first black ¥

athlete 10 be reognized an the All-Staie football sclectiona by the W, Vo §

Sports Writers Axsociatlon, A two-way back, he was & thind team choice.

In his one season s Weir High, he belped the Red Riden $o an B-1-1 record end
AA

Recruited by the University of lows, he became o (hree-season two-way
rquluAaan:nim' the All-Big Ten honoeee sct @ Rose Bow) rushing record io 1959 which lasted
SCs Marcus Allen, Jeter rushed for 191 yanls on maly nina caries
TD run in & 39-14 win gver Califomin

After being inﬂn&n“hismﬁnﬂm.h:mchn.zchndmhnfﬂ:
Gru:JBnyPldn'ui.nl bmaptedto lzy in the Canadimn Foottmll League with the Vancouver
B.C. Lions and the Hamifton T) armnmuzﬂeﬁmpmadth:?ndmuadermdw
back-wide receiver and

played and started the
first two § Bcwlgnnufwthcwimﬁngﬁcknnm]%ﬁmdl%’?;&m\ﬁ twice and a Pro
Bowl e played elght NFL scanone and finished his cueer by playing three seasons with
the Bears.

A member of the W. Va. Spons Hall of Fame and Upper Ohio Valkey Dapper Dan Halt of Fame,
hemth:lgTDDappchanhhnnflherlmdmiinm

Jim McCormick (Athlete - 1950s)

Jim McCormick (Magootia High Schoal, Clasy of 1958). the No. 1 Bloe
Eagle basketbal] product, be set or tied 55 achoo! records while playing only two

[T
As » senlog, he eamned AN-OVAC Class A bonors and AlL-W.Va. mention when he

scored 613 for a 29.2 per gane both school reconds which lasted 45
yean. He scored 51 in & game which has been tled, but not broken after
gvhcﬂdncnbl.l-lc 22.1 points for bis career. He olso playzd baschall for the
Aﬁ?ﬁh%h&megdefmuywmuﬂﬁrmm
in W.Va., where he siaried on an cmbesten post-gradusta leam compossd
af several high school all-stars,

Ha enrolled at West Virginia Univerity an an imvited walk-on and was the second-leading scorer behind
Fafrie e gt vl varaity strier for the teat o Bis career asdl, with
1 a starter for the rest of his caroer
mrunnﬂﬁmﬂmwmmmmmmmmMmmm.mo{m
Tourmnamentt berths. He a double flgures all theee andmudllﬁﬁurnu’ which, st
the time, was ffth ali-time in behind four All-Americans — Hundley, Mark
Workman and Thom. McCommick and wmfmlmiundnwvaufﬁnlmmw

Medis Guide.

Afler twice camning All-Southern Cooference pecond team wnd hanordiles mention All-America, he
became Magnalia’s only NBA drafiee in the sixth round by the Cincinnati Royals, but a foot injury balted

N ormick
is & member of the WVU Sports Hall of Fame and was axlected m the dlx-player 1956-65
All-Time WVU Team.

Rick Boron (Athlete - 1960s)

Rickard L. Boron (St. Joln Central High School, Class of 1965). He was a thnee-
Wmfumfwﬂ:ﬂgbﬂnglﬂlh.hnhmmlhe[ﬂdh’mwhﬂrhcpimd

melwnnﬂiund:rﬂr of Coach Dan McQrew inio a two-way Star an
amﬂwThcmulﬂmkﬁcdngﬂamndl?ﬁ an n scrior while g for
698 on fast 91 caries. He akso kanbod pataes for 363 mdditional tripes.
Hammmuﬂ'mﬁwdgumohﬂmdvmuhighly-mmthifwhhw
cat at defensive back, As n senior, he intercepted
apumaaymmt'mlmhicﬂmnfnrw!’nrmm easional gridder, called
Baron “the best defemive back 1 cver saw.”
For his senlor exploits, Baron was mamed (o the pregligious Perade Magarine
All-America High School Football Team. He wia sl a first team all-OVAC, all-
?mmnmﬂmhmwﬂmmmﬁfwmmmﬂnﬁcmmm

haskethall
He twmed down sn offer io play st Notre Dame and lnstesd accepted a scholamhip from Cosch Bo
Schembechler & ply 91 Mistid of Chio, 1t wax a decision Boroo never mﬁﬂmﬁumllhma-ymmﬂn
for the Redskin as a defemive back. He was accorded second team all-Mid- Americean Conference bonors
unjmlumdﬂmtmnphmﬂnuﬂlmlmﬂeleﬁﬂumfmduwdm‘ﬂhmwm
including mmost in a season (7) and freshoman reeord for Laterceptbons (5), Bormo finished his
Mhm]mculnthitd on (he carcer intereeption list (§4).
Boron dlatin, himeelf 1 the conching ranks a3 weil He served 23 bead coach st Wadsworth
High for five seasons, coapiling a 39-9 mark. that tepurn, he received & boat of coach of the year
avrards, including the Clevelsnd Plain Dealer and the Beaeon Jowrnal. Boroa left Wadsworth to serve
as pn asxistant ot Misml before heading into privete aincss,

Randy Donahue (Athlete - 1960s)

Domahur (Warren ﬂhsmm&lmmmmm

E’Ilh: Lmlsdndmminm umluun:lhrfmh-ﬂpl.lymhiu-mﬂ;
, 1 any, the sucoeas that Donatne did,

The 6t.1, hrepthiuu!nfﬂ!tcdminmh\’lﬂtj

WAC Clan A

mmmmmlkmrmﬂmﬁmkn}d)ﬁlh
yean a3 & Warren Townahip trissee, Dosalne paceea] wsay meveral yeam ago.
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PREVIOUS OVAC HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Crag Miller (Athlete - 1970s)

Craig Miller (Bridgeport High School, Class of 1979). He was an ail-star
football player and standout basketball player for the Buelldogs, but it was in
track and field where Mitler is remembered as one of the best to ever perform
in the Ohio Valley.

Miller haid superb size at 6 fi. 3 and 200 pounds 1o be the punishing fullback-
Ehﬁbackurandﬂlemgged]x}stinbaxkﬂbaltmhewas,bmmm gize was comnbined
with great speed which he utilized to excel in tree distinet events in track. His
all-around versatility drew him the tag as the Bulldogs’ mast versatile athiete since
Tohn Havlicek.

Miller was the preatest diseus thrower of his eta, He used his alongated frame
and superh athleticism to become the first Ohio Valley prepster to twirl the platter more than 178 feet,
establishing & new vailey standard with his 172.10 toss in the disirict meet as a senior. In the 32 years
since, only two discus throwers have bettered that mark. Miller was state runner-up in the discus as a
senior while also placing second in the Bellnire Refays as a junior and senior. The powesful Bulldog
alsn ranked with the premier shotputiers during tha time, owning a best of 52 feet, Miller was equaily
adept on the track where he was a prime-time high hurdler, recording the best time in the Ohio Valley
as & senior with a scorching 14.7 clocking,

Miller was also a three-year letterman at Rridgeport in haskethall where he was the leading rebounder
for Coach Frank Baxter each season. Miller averaged 15.4 points a game as a senior.

Ia footbal), he camed all-Ohie, allFOVAC and all-Valley henors afier a senfor year which saw him
total 105 points, which included three field goals and 21 kicking PAT', another sign of his all-around
talents. He was a blocking fullback, but still managed 422 yaeds on just 90 totes for the 9-1 Bulldogs of
Coach Dave Bruney. He also averaged 40 yards per punt,

He opted to accept a football schoelarship to Minmi of Ohie University, where he lettered four years
s a tight end and was sccorded ali-MAC honors as a junior.

Pat Miller (Ailete - 1970s)

Pat Milfer 11 (Shadyside High School, Class of 1979). He was able to do what few
athletes cun do, that being 4 star in two sporty dusing the same season.

Miller was nothing short of sensational for the Tigera in buseball, lettering four
tiimes, His tremendous dizmond time did nothing to adversely iispact his track career
where he was equally as exceptionad,

The talented Tiger was also a stellar gridder and slso possessed the prowess to
pradante with a 3.94 GPA. .

Miller coptained the Tiger baseball team both #s a junior and a senior, the latier
season one in which be hit for a sizzling 431 average. That proved a springboard to
be selected 1o paticipate ia the AL-Ohio Baseball Sexies.

He was selectzd an EORIL 2l-star alf four seasons and all-Eastemn District three seasons, Miller's diasmond
exploits earned him o baseball scholarship to Ohio University.

While his prep buseball resume s quite glitering, it may 1ake a backseat to his track and feld accomplish
wients, Mitler actieved the nltimate by winring the stite pole vaalt Gife in 1979, He also finished shxth m the
high burdles in the same state meet, He won virtually every pole vault competition a5 a senior, £xcept for the
Belfaire Relays which was in its heyday. Miller was third in the pole vault and third in the high hurdies in
that meet, fimishing us the top local scorer in the state’s second-larpest meet at the time, ’

The terrific Tiger was & two-time ali-Valley honores and was selected to The Intefligencer’s all-Decade
Track Team.

He enjoyed much gridizon success as well, The hard-running Tiger earned all-Ohio honors both his junier
ond senfor camnpaigns. The three-year grid letterman wes first team all-OVAC, al)-Valley and alf-Eastern
District his last two seasons.

Miller, whao served us the Tigess® captain as  senior, followed in his father's footsteps and played in the
OVAC Afl-Star Game.

Willie Clay (Athlete - 1980s)

Willie Clay (Linsly Schoot, Class of 1988). This former Cadet did it all during
his four years on the Wheeling campus. While carning letters in three sports,
it was on the football field where he made his biggest impact to the Cadets’
program,

Clay was the unquestioned leader 2nd most recognized player on tesms which
won 23 consecutive games and mecorded the first two feated geasons in the
school's history when it finished 10-0in 1986 and 9-0in 1987. Excelling as a defen-
sive back, wide receiver and Kick returner, Clay eammed numenous postseason honors
during his career. As a senior, despite the Cadets’ run-first offensive schemes, Clay
munaged to catch 30 passes for 428 yards and five touchdowns. He also took two
kicknffy back for touchdowns and had five loterceptions, He was samed all-State,
all-OVAC and all-Vatley, He was the captain of the big-school team ufter his senior season.

O the baskethall count, Clay Jed the Cadels in his senior season with a 17.5 poirss per game averuge
wl:}!:] [s!:zl:!ﬁng 48 percent from the floor. He also passed out 170 ussists en route to eaming all-OVAC
and all-Valley.

in the spriog, Clay 1id up area basehall dlamonds, He batted 423 a8 a senior and was named all-OVAC
and all-Valley,

Despiie his success on so many surfaces, it was football that was his cailing at she next level. Clay
uccepted a scholarship o attend Georgin Tech Univmi!y where he eamed 2]l-ACC henors twice. At one
time, Clay held the Yellow Jackets® school record for interceptions {16) after starting in the defensive
buckfield for thiee seasons,

In 1492, Clay was drafied in the eighth round by the Detroit Lions and played eight seasons in the NFL.
He also played for the New England Patriots for three seasons and one with the New Orleans Suaints. All
told, he played in §18 NFL games and started 90.

Sharon Vincent (Atulete - 1980s)

Sharon Vincent (St. Claimsvitle High School, Class of 1981}, This Lady Red Devil
was easily one of the maost decorated and successfuf sprinters ever to grace the ovals in
the Ohiv Valley.

Vincent finished her prep eareer with eight state medals and led St. C. to ity only state
championship in schooi ustory in June of 1981, In that state meet her senior season,
Vincent capped an undefeated campaign in both the 100 and 200-meter dashes by sprint-
ing to the OHSAA statz championships in both events in 1218 and 24.79, respectively,

Virtcent won 4 state gokd 48 4 suphomore as well 18 a member of 1he Lady Red Devils'
440-yard relzy teans. She was the state renner-ug i the 200 and placed fifth in the F( that
seasoa. Prior to breaking through in Columbus as a senior, Vincent was the state runner-up
in the 100 and bronze medalist in the 200 as 4 jundor,

The only individual loss Vincent suffercd as & senior cume in the 400-meter dash ut the
district meet where shie mok thind, but still ran an impressive 58.7. En rovte to her state meed erformances, athletes
compeied in sectionals and districts where she won 19 championships. She was a three-time sectional und district 100
and 20(-meter champion.

At the OVAC met, Vincent won n total of 12 confersmce ionships, She was 4 thiee-time ion it besth
the 100 and 200, At the e of her grsduation, Vincent keld eight meet reconds and three all-tinw: Ghio Valley records,

Vincent, who still helds the FOG, 200 and 400-meter dush school reconds, was named 5t. Clairsville's Most
Valuable Athlete four times and was ulso named afl-District Athlete of the Year. She also competed in the presti-
gious Midwest Meet of Champions in the 100-meter dash in 1981,

Adter ber prep career, Vincent aeepted o scholarship to Eastern Kenttacky Universiiy, She corupetad there for two
seasony befors rassferving to The Ohio Stle University where she completed her bachelor of arts degyee In sconomics,

Vincent, whe was inducted to the St. Clairsville Athfetic Hulf of Fame as 2 member of the 1981 state champion-
ship team and then in 2067 as an individual athlete, later earned a master's degree from Otierbeir.

T.J. Hannig (Athlete - 1990s)

TJ. Hunnlg (Linsly School, Class of 1996). This thee-sport Cadet standoat
excelled as an all-around sehlete, but it was on the soccer Redd where he mada his
biggest impact.

Hannig eatned four Jeters for the Cadets s their starting goalkeeper for teams
which posted a 70-13- 1 record. Incloded in those seasons were two OVAC afl-class
titdes in 1992 and 1994, The Cadets were wioning these itk becanse opposing
teams just couldn’t get the batl past Hannig, who set the Ohio Valley record with 41
cureer shutouts, Cverall, he owned a 0,88 goals against average, His exploits didn't
zo unnaticed. He was twice named all-OVAC and captained the all-Valley team as a
senjor. He was also named Gatorade Player of the Year and a Pande All-American,

On the basketball court, Hannig Blossomed as a senior, scoring nearly 17 Pﬂin& a game and grabbing
eight rebounds en route to all-OVAC and all-Valley accolades. In teack and field, Hanndg competed in &
bevy of events, but it was in the Jong jump where he stood out. He sct the OVAC record with a mark of 2F
fews, 7 304 inches and won three conference tides (high hurdles, high jumﬁ:.nd lorg jutnp).

Hannig accepled a scholarship fur soccer to the University of Indiuna where he started in net from 1997-
2000 and finished No. 1 ia IU history with 42 shutouts and second in victories (63), The Hooslers played in
{our consecutive NCAA Final Fours, winning the NCAA titles in 1998 and 1999, defeating Stanford (3-13
nnd Santa Claca {1-0}, respectively. Hannig and OVAC and NBA Hall of Faser John Havlicek (Bridgepott
High) are the onty two OVAC products o play in three consecutive NCAA tille games. Hannig's name is
all over the Indiana Univarsity record book, He ranks seventh sf TU with 176 saves, and the 23 vietores in
1994 are tied for the most in a season,

After bis collegiate cerser, Hannig was selected in the MLS Braft and spent tme with ERC, United, Ha also
played for the Pitisburgh Riverhounds.

Quincy Wilson (Aslete - 19905)

Chalncy Wiksan (Weir High, Class of 19993, This former Red Rider was a poulti-gport
standout, but it was on the foatbalt field where he eamed his highest acclaimn.

Wilson rewrote Okio Valley and West Virginia record books as he helped lead the Red
Riglers tor the 1998 West Viggata Class AA state champlonship,

As a senior on the state championship sguad, Wilson became the first Ohio Valley and
West Virginia prep athlete to accumulste 3,00 yards in a season. All teld, Wilson mshed
for 3,262 an.ls. He scored an Ohio Villey record 47 touchdowns und finished with 282
points, which is second best all-time in the Ohio Valiey, trailing enly Jack Simons of New
Cumberdand, who scored 288 points in 1915,

Wilson, a four-year letterman, finished his prep career with 6,162 yards, but 5,624 of those
came during his junior and senior seasons since e played primzarily on defensive during his Grst
twa seasons. For his career, he scored 93 touchdowns and 564 points, witk: 2l bet seven TDs and
44 points came during kis jonior wed sendor seasons, Wilsort took his play 10 another levef when the postsesson rolled
around. He set aiktime West Virginia records with 1,671 yands and 23 touchdowns in seven playolT games, Inchsded is
asingle-game record of 327 yards. In 1998 state tifle game against Depont, Wilson ran fur 250 yards and two scores.

Wilson won nearly every posseason awand imaginahie. He was named Gatorade State Player of the Year and shared
thes Kenssely Award with, Nie's LR, Hotwe after be finishesd fouuth jn the balloting 8 4 junion. He was narned first-4eam
all-State twice and captained the All-Valley team and was twice named all-OVAC, He also played basketball at Weir High,

After accepting a scholarship to West Virginia University, Wilson fought his way up the depth chart and threogh a
miedical redshirt before bursting onto the scene in & big way in 2003. He ran for 1,380 yards and 12 tonchdowns en
route to being named WYL's Offensive MVP and won the team's awand for dll-around exeellence. Wilson played in
44 garnes at WV, runnieg for 2,608 yards and 20 'TDs. He also caaght 20 balls.

Wilson was then selocted in the seventts round ag the 219h pfayer taken by the Atlanta Fafoons, He was released
and eventually signed with the Cincinnati Beagals, with whom he spent parts of four seasons, He was also drafted
in the inaugural UFL Praft by the Floridis Tuskers.

Ashley Battle (Athlete - 20005)

Ashiey Bastle (Linsly School, Class of 2000). When usked fo name the greatest girls”
baskethall players in Ohio Valley history, this former Lady Cadets’ name is always one of
the first rentioned, And for good seasen.

Batile arrived on the Linsly campus at the wging of some of her family and friends
to get her away from the rough section of her hometown of Pittsburgh. She went to
Lins%j to take an admissions 1881 prior $0 entering bigh school 2nd seemingly the st
was history.

‘When she errived at Linsly, the girls’ basketbal} team was struggling, but she helped
zen thiat around squickly and evenusally led Linsky #o an undefeated season in 1998-99,

At Linsly, she became the school's all-time leader in numerous statistical categories,
including points (1,532), rebounds (823), nasists (385) und steals {371).

She was named OVAC Class A Player of the Year four cossecutive sessons and was
& theze-time oll-State pick in West Viginia,

Affter receiving countless reerviting lefters, Bastle eventitally chose to continue her carcer at the University
of Conaecticed over the Likes of Duke, Penn State snd Stanfond,

At UCenn, she joined with Dianna Taurasi and Mariz Corlon and helped lead the Lady Huskies to three
NCAA National Championships, including an undefeatsd season in 2003,

Battke was a standout nn the defensive end of the floor as evidenced by the fact that she won the Big Eust
Defensive Player uf the Year ewund, buz she also scored 10Kk career points.

Bairle, who owns & degree in maskesing and eoonomizs from UConn, was drafied by Seaitle in the second
round of the 2005 WNBA Draft. She then signed with the New York Libeny of the WRNBA in 2006 and she
also spent time playing for Seattle and San Asdonic. Al? o, she sppeared in 142 WNBA Games and averaged
five points per game, She slso played professionally in Spay in 2007 andt 2008,

OVAC Hall of Fame

Sponsored by Robinson Auto Group
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A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2004

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2004 or their representatives inclade, front row
left to right, Nancy Mumley (accepting for the
late Samuel A. Mumley), Evelyn Kovalick
(accepting for the late George Kovalick),
Gladys Van Horne (sccepting for the Iate Bill
Van Horne), Betty Pokas (accepting for the late
Cal Pokas), Jim Foti, Linda Beisel (accepting
for the late Richard L. Potts), and Martha
Reese (accepting for the late Evan Reese.
Second row, Jim Murray (accepting for the late
A. Wilson Murray), Ken Alessi, John Havlicek,
Bill Mazeroski, Dr. Al Blatnlk (accepting for
Bobby Douglas), Alan Hornyok and Rayna
Williams (sccepting for the Iate Ron ‘Fritz’
Willinms). Third row, Doug Donley, Gerakd
Spencer (nccepting for Tim Spencer), Amy
Gamble, Mitch Hannahs, Vicki Pullie-Stokes,
Geno Ford and Stephanie Petho.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2005

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2005 or their representatives Include, front
row left to right, Matt Mumley (accepting for
the late Rudy Mumley), Agnes Timmeons, Doug
Huff, Duke Strager (sccepting for the late
George Strager), Bob Burton and John
‘Corky’ Vrotsos. Second row, Chester Grossi,
Mary Kay Zitzelsherger (accepting for the late
Walter Heil), Mary Schuetz (nccepting for the
late Alex Groza), June Paull (accepting for
Chuck Howley), Dick Miller, Mike Sherwood
and Terry Snively, Third row, John ‘Fuzzy’
Filliez, Lance Mehl, Dee Davis, Brian Swisher,
Courtney Redman (accepting for Joey
Galloway), and Matt Gaudio.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2006

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2006 or their representatives include, froat
row left to right, Lou Ann Cawsey (represent-
ing Cal Giffin), Ron Mauck, Mike D’Innocente
(representing Boyd Nelson), Richard ‘Lefty’
Hall, Paul ‘Bud’ Billinrd and Dave Pugh (rep-
resenting Warren Pugh), Second row, Bob
Gain, Phil Niekro, John Magistro (represent-
ing Lee Patrone}, Bob Hummell and Harry
Wilson. Third row, Ed Burgy, Bruce Smith,
Wendy Baker, Dennis Swearingen, Bill Starr
(representing Jeff Snedegar) and Bill West.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2007 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Donna Joseph, Nick Bedway,
Earl Klevins, Sam Andy and Bill Hinegardner;
second row, Baci Carpico (representing Joe
Fortunato), Rosalie McSwain (representing
Don Fleming), John Reger, Bob Kelley, Robert
‘Bo’ McConnaughy and Brenda Cattane
Ballog (representing Gene Cattane); third
row, John Leon, Jennifer Hyland Brown,
Anthony Reed, Jose Davis and Chris Enochs,




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2008

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2008 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Rob and Chip Hedmond
(accepting for the late Bob Hedmond), Doug
Huff (accepting for the {ate Jimmy Stewart),
Bill Thomas, John Craig and Larry Kettlewell
(nccepting for the late Bob Kettlewell); second
row, Tom Keane (accepting for the late Tom
Keane), Nick Mumley, Tom Yakubowski, Bill
Kennedy, Bob Rieves and Mike Kovalick;
back row, Joseph Pettini (accepting for Joe
Pettini), Connie Doutt, Eric Peterson (accept-
ing for Jay Peterson), Mark Cisar and Suzie
Daller.

By

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2009

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2009 or their representatives include, front
row left to right, Richard “Dick” Edge,
Dr. Vince Monseau, John Sorrentl, Gene Ford,
Henry Lazasz and Bill Paolisso; secend row,
Harold “Doc” Daugherty, Jim Hanna, Ken
Jobko (accepting for the late Bill Jobke), Tim
Anderson and Mark Thompson; third row,
Marty Coyne, Mike Dawson, Charlic Keenan,
Tim Moxley, David Bosley and Otis Winston.




A look back at past OVAC Hall of Fame Banquets

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2010

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2010 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Rick DeLuca, Frank Baxter, Jean
Davies (representing Bill Davies), John
Stephenson and Kyle Rgse; second row, Tom
Cusick (representing Chuck Watt), John
“Strenky” Haloszka, Dave Bruney (representing
Fred Bruney), Henry Josefczyk, Don Sutherin,
Larry Duck; third row, Phil Niekro (represent-
ing Joe Niekro), Less Browne, Mike Wright,
Melissn Hammond and Jeff Sweitzer.

OVAC Hall of Fame
Class of 2011

Members of the OVAC Hall of Fame Class of
2011 or their representatives include, front row
left to right, Chuck Petty (accepting for the late
Charles F. Petty}), Dick Thurnes, Ross
Gallabrese (accepting for the iate John Kirker),
Patty Dei {accepting for the late Dick Del) and
Larry Shaw. Second row, Plennie Clutter, Gary
Martin (aceepting for the late Edgar Martin),
Carol Hudson (accepting for the late Bob
Jeter), Jim McCormick, Richard Boron, John
Dopahue (accepting for the late Randy
Donahue). Third row, Cralg Miller, Pat Miller,
Marsha Clay (accepting for Willie Clay),
Sharon Vincent, Reno DiOrio (accepting for
T.J. Hannig), Quincy Wilson and Ashley Battle.
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V. Everett Brinkman (Wheeling High Schoo!, Class of 1923)
Oue of only threel3-letter winners in football, basketball, baseball and track nt Wheeling High, he was an all-state foothall end and scored 54 points in a basketball game
08 o freshiman. He became a three-sport, nine-letter standout at W. Va. Wesleyan College before returning to the Ohio Valley to eam his mark in coaching.

A pioneer of the jump shot and fast break, Brinkman coached Benwood Union from 1928-33 and Wheeling High from 1934-55 to a combined 405-193 record. At
Wheeling, his teams were 356-138 with five state titles in seven (rips o the finats. The 1938 and 1950 tcams were unbesten. Other stote titles were won in 1936, 1940
and 1943, The 40 and '43 teans lost bt once.

Brinkman also coached football for 14 years — six ot Benwood Union and eight ot Wheeling, with & combined record of 87-32-15 including 40-9-4 at Union. Four of
his gridiron teams claimed state titles in the pre-officinl state playoff era: 1928 and 1931 Union, both unbenten, and at Wheeling in 1934 and 1937, The '34 teom was
unbeaten but twice tied,

He also was a top-flight football official for several years and active in state coaches and officinls’ organizations.
Brinkman earlier was elected to four Holls of Fame — West Virginia Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, City of Wheeling, and W. V. Wesleyan Sports.

Clarence ‘Bevo’ Francis (wellsville High School, Class of 1952)

A recard-setting basketball scoring machine in high school and college who nttracted national attention and was profiled in numerous books, national magazines and
major newspapers, Two books were written on his career.

The 6-9, 190-pounder played ouly one season ot Wellsville High after sitting out a year following transfer from [rondale. In 1952, he scored 776 points in 25 pames
with 31-point avernge, second best in Ohio. He outscored six apposing teams with highs of 57, 54 and 50 points, Wellsville lost only to 28-1 record state runner-up
Steubenville and handed W, Va. Class B champion Newell two of its three losses.

He followed Wellsville coach Newt Oliver to Rio Grande College and played two seasons, In 1953, he scored 1954 points in 39 games for national record 50.1 per
game average. He scored 116 vs. Ashland Jumior College. In 1954, he averaged 46.5 points and scored 113 vs. Hillsdale College. The schedule included wins over Wake
Forest, Providence, Butler and Creighton and games in Madison Square Garden, Baston Garden and Miami Beach Auditorium.

The NAIA Hall of Famers left schoo! to join the Boston Whirlwinds ond tour with the Harlem Globetrotters. He also played in the Eastern and ABL pro leagues before
retiring in 1962,

Lou ‘The Toe’ Groza (Martins Ferry High School, Class of 1942)
The Purple Rider luminary is best known as & record-setting professional football placekicker, but he wus much more.

In high school, he was a three-sport standout and All-Ohio in foothall nnd hasketball. He was center, and the state tournament’s leading scorer, on the 27-2 record Rider
team which won the 1941 state Class A title. He also wus a tackle on the 10-0-1 record 1941 football team which claimed an Ohio co-championship afier a 14-14 tie with
Toledo Libbey in a post-season chailenge game. Groza, by the way, kicked only one field goal in high school.

He played football a5 a freshman ot Ohio State before joining the armed services which preceded his 21-year career with the Cleveland Browns which ended in 1967,

When he reticed, he was pro football’s all-time leading scorer with only one TD and 1,609 points. He booted 234 field goals, with a long of 53 yords. He had
conversion streak of 134 and scored in 107 straight pames. The Lou Grozn Awand is given aonually to college football’s top plocekicker.

A nine-time Pro Bow! offensive tackle, ns well as kicker, he played in nine NFL title games, with four titles, and played on four All-American Corference title teams,

The Pro Football and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Famer had his jersey No. 76 retired by the Browns. A portion of Route 7 is named for him in Martins Ferry,

Clarke Hinkle (Toronto High School, Class of 1926)

This versatile enrly era football player Ieft such an impression on his alma maer that the Toronto High School Football Stadium behind the school is named in his honor,

The 5-11, 195-pound athlete also left an enduring imprint ot Bucknell University, where he was inducted into the first Hall of Fame cluss, and in the National Football
League. He was inducted, in 1964, in the second class of the Pro Football Hall of Fame, He's also 3 member of the Halls of Fame for College Football and the Upper
Ohio Vailey Dapper Drans.

At Bucknell from 1929-31, he led the East in scoring with 128 points in 1929 and later his team to an unbeaten season in 1931, He then played in the East-West Game
where he was selected the Most Qutstanding Player.

From 1932-41, the Green Bay Packer stor wos one of the most versatile players in the National Football League. He was a fuliback-linebacker-punter-placekicker, and
was cited for his rumming, blocking, receiving, kicking and tackling.

Hinkle was first or second team ell-league all 10 seasons and four-time All-Pro. He was on the NFL All-Time Two-Way team selected in 1994. One of the Packer
practice fields is named in his honor.

When he retired, he was the leading rusher (3,860 yards on 1,171 carries) in NFL history and his totals now rank sixth in Packer hisiory, He scored 379 career points
and avernged 40.8 yards punting.

Calvin J Ones (Steubenville High School, Class of 1952)
This two-sport Big Red standout was 2 high school basketball rival of fellow honoree Bevo Francis but is best known for football.

At Big Red, he helped the 1932 basketball team to a school-best 28-1 record and Ohio Class A runner-up finish. En route, Big Red handed the Francis-led Wellsville
team its only two losses.

Tn footbail, the All-Ohlo lineman selected the University of lowa over Ghio State and went on to All-Big Ten Conference honors thres times. He made 22 All-America
tenms al guard, including a record 15 in 1954, As team captain, he earned the Outland Trophy given fo the nation’s top interior lineman and became one of only two
consensus All-America picks at Jowa, where he played both offense and defense.

A member of the College Football and Helms Athletic Foundation Halls of Fame, he was inducted into the first Jowa Hall of Fame class and is a member of the
All-Time Hawkeye team. His jersey No. 62 was retired by lown, one of only two at the school.

He was the first African- American athlete pictured on the cover of Sports Hlustrated.
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Bernie Allen (Bast Liverpool High School, Class of 1957)

A 10-letter winner in three sporis for the Potters, he was a quarterback-placekicker for the 8-2 record 1956 football team; a regular basketbalk player on team which upset
unbeaten Steabenville in the sectional tournament; and an all-siate baseball infielder, He played in the Ohio All-Ster Baseball Game and was on winning Ohio football
team in ammunl Chio-West Virginia All-Star Game.

At Purdue University, he earned six letters us football quarterback and baseball shortstop and was team MVP in both sports and All-Big Ten in baseball.

Allen eamed National Football Back of Week honors from The Associated Press and Sports Iflustrated for play in upset of Ohio State. He wos Pundue’s Outstanding
Senior Athlete for 1960-61,

Allen signed a pro baseball comtract in 1961 with the Minnesota Twins. After spending one year in the minor leagues at Charlotte, N.C., he went on to a 12-year majot
lcague career from 1962-73 with the 'Twins, Washington Senntors, New York Yankees and Montreal Expos, In 1962, he was runner-up to the Yankees® Tom Tresh for the
American League Rookie of the Year honors. He batted 269 with 12 home runs in 1962, In 1972, he hit three home nms in the Hall of Fame game in Cooperstown, NY.

He’s been inducted into four other halls of fame. In 1999, he became the fifih inductee into the Purdue Hall and was a charter inductes into the East Liverpool Hall of
Fame. He's also in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan and Lou Holtz Ohio Valley Halls of Fame,

Russ Craft (wellsburg High School, Class of 1939)
He was a three-sport performer in football, basketball and baseball for the Orange Knights and earned All-Valley and All-Stnte honors s a senior foothall back.

Craft played football, baseball and ran trock st the University of Alabama, where he was a two-way back regular in football and eamed second team All-Southeastermn
Conference honors.

Dmfted in 1943 by the Philadelphia Eagles of the Netional Foatball League, he played eight seasons {1946-53) ns n defensive back-kick retirner and was selected to the
All-Time Eagles’ Team. He played on Eagles' teams which won NFL titles in 1948 and 1945 and finished second in 1947, He wns named 1o the Pro Bowl in 1951 and
1952. He is tied for the current NFL record of four pass interceptions in one game against the Candinals in 1950. He also blocked three Pittsburgh Steeler extra-point kicks
in 1952 pame and retumed a kickoff for 2 ten team record 103 yards ogpinst the Rams in 1950.

Craft is credited s the first player in the NFL to wear the new hard plnstic helmet in 1951. He ended his NFL career in two seesons as a player-gssistant coach with the
Steelers. In 1995, he was included in the NFL Filtns” preseniation of the 100 Greatest Touchdowns in NFL History. It featured his defensive theft, and 20-yard TD retum,
of o pass reception caught by NFL Hall of Famer Elroy (Crazylegs) Hirsch of the Rams.

Craft is inducted into the W. Va. Sports Hall of Fame and the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall.

Carl Hanmill (Linsly School, Class of 1922)
A Jegendary nthlete and high school coach in the Ohio Valley, he was a three-sport standout at Linsly and Bethany College, An All-Valley football player, he also scored
an unheard-of 330 points in 21 basketball games in 1920, a rare total in the center jump, low-scoring e,

From 1929-51, he was the three-sport coach at Weir High. His football teams scheduled top-notch programs from three states and weat 166-35-13 including a 111-10
mark vs. Mountain State teams. He coached six unbeaten teams and four with only one loss. Three state titles were claimed in 1935, 1942 and 1949 when the Red Riders
won the first-ever WYSSAC largest class state playoff tile and the school narrowly missed a state title trifecta. Later that school year, he coached the 1950 basebal! team
ta jis second state one~class crown (the other was i 1945). The 1949-50 basketball team lost a 38-37 regional title game to unbeaten Wheeling High, which went on to
win the championship, He wos selected West Virginia “Coach of the Year™ for high school and college oll sports.

In basketball, he gnided Weir to 5 370-127 record and six state tournament berths. Weir was runner-up in 1942,

Humill has been inducted into several halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan, Bethany College and was the first inducter into the Chio
Valley Football Coaches Hall. The annual Dapper [an coaching award is named for him and he was one of three prominent Weirton community leaders pictured on o
downtown muzal, The Weir High Fieldhouse is named in his honor.

Bernie Mehen (Wheeling High School, Class of 1938)
The first Chio Valley nthlete to be selected first team all-state basketball three straight years, he led the Wildeats to W, Va, state titles in 1936 and 1938 including o 240
record in 1938,
During those three years that he was the leading scorer, Wheeling High was 65-4 under Hall of Fame coach Everett Brinkman. Mehen scored 1,193 points ia B4 career
games with many coming during the center jump, low scoring er.
He later earned All-America and All-Southeastern Conference recognition at the University of Tennessee, where he helped the Vols win the 1941 Southeastern Conference
championship. After serving in World War I1, where he wos wounded, he played professionally with the Youngstown Bears and Toleda Jeeps.
He was inducted into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame in 1992,

Jule Rivlin (Trindelphia High School, Class of 1935)
He wits an all-state basketball guard in high school where he led the Trinds to a 20-1 record in 1934, He also was the high-point scorer in the 1935 one-class state track
meet where he won three gold medals. He timed 102 for 100 yards, 22.8 for 220 yards and was 2 member of the medley relay winning unit.

At Mushall College, he was one of the first guards to run the fast break offense for state Hall of Fame coach Cam Henderson and earned Liitle All-America honoss
while setting a school season scoring recond with 530 points. He helped the Herd to two Buckeye Conference titles. He later coached the Marshall basketball team o two
Mid Amenca Conference titles. :

He played professionally with the Toledo Jeeps and was player-coach of the Wheeling Blues from 1950-52.

In 1947, he was the Most Valuable Player in the World Tournament in Chicago which featured the nation’s best pro ieams including the Harlem Globetrotters.

He was o 1980 charter inductee into the City of Wheeling Hall of Fame and is o member of four other halls of fame, including W. Va. Sports, Marshall and Upper Ohio
Valley Dapper Dan.
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Rudy Baric (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1938)

He was a first team All-W.Vo. basketball honoree as a senior when the OVAC charter member school bowed to unbeaten Wheeling High in the section
finals. As a junior, he helped the Ironmen to a state tournament berth and the school’s best-ever record of 23-2.

At West Virginia University, the 6-3 center captained the 1942 team which won the National Tnvitation Tournament championship in New York's
Madison Square Garden when the NIT was more prestigious than the NCAA Tournament. After a 16-4 regular season record, the Mountaineers were seed-
ed lust in the cight-tenm event before they upset top-seeded Long Island U., 52-49, in the first round. WVU then defeated Toledo, 51-3%, and Western
Kentucky, 47-45, before 17,000 fans in the finals. The team’s only 6-footer was the team's leading rebounder and second-highest scorer and was select-
ed tournament MVP. The three-year regular helped WVU to a 45-20 record.

In 1943, with WVU coach Dyke Raese in the armed services, Baric served as interim coach and guided WVU to a 14-7 record. He then went on to
coach high school basketball for 19 years at Penns Grove, N. J., where his teams won more than 300 games.

A member of the All-Time WVU era team, he was inducted into the second WVU Hall of Fame class and is a W. Va. Sports HOF indoctee.

Mike Basrak (Beliire High School, Class of 1931)

The 6-3, 210-pound foatball center started 22 games in his Big Reds’ career and earned All-Eastern Ohie and All-Valley honors before becoming the
first college All-America player from Bellaire and the first in Duquesne University history. He started 30 games at Duguesne and was selected All-America
by the A-A board, The Associated Press and other major selectors, Bellaire displayed its pride for its hometown hero by placing a 10-foot pictorial
banuer above the front entrance to the City Building.

In the secand National Fooiball League Draft of 1937, Basrak was the fifth overall lezgue selection in the first round by the Pittshurgh Pirates, later
renamed the Steelers. No other OVAC product has been drafted earlier than Basrak. Weirton's Bob Gain, inducted into the GVAC Hall in 2006, also was
a fifth pick. Basrak played two seasons in the NFL.

Les Carney (Wintersville High School, Class of 1952)

A 10-letter winner in four sports — football, basketball, baseball and track — for the Warriors, the football running back played in only one losing pame
in three seasons for Coach Bob McFarren. Wintersville, however, didn’t join the OVAC until 1935 after Carney accepted a scholarship to Ohio University,

As a sophomore OU running back, he earned honorable mention All-Mid American Conference for the MAC champions before being called to military
service.

After returning, he led the Bobcats' track team to the 1958 and 1959 MAC titles while eaming NCAA All-America honors as a senior. He held the NCAA
220-yard dash record of 20.8 seconds for one day. The two-time MAC 220-yard champion set a conference record which lasted 21 years. He also won
the conference 100-yard crown with a 9.7-second clocking. At one time, he claimed all or parts of five school individual or relay records.

Camney was drafted by the NFL Baitimore Colts, but bypassed the offer for a job in his current hometown of Akron where he competed in AAU track
meets. He earned a spot on the U.S. team for the 1959 Pan-American Games and won a silver medal at 200 meters.

In 1960, he placed third in the U.S. Olympic Trials at 200 meters and eamned a spot on the U.S. team for the Rome Olympics. In the 200-meter finals,
he eamned a silver medal in o photo finish with hometown hero Livio Berutti of Italy, who set an Olympic record of 205 seconds. Camey’s time of 20.6
would have won every previous Olympic final including the 1936 Games won by the legendary Jesse Owens in 20.7.

Charles ‘Doc’ Hartwig Benwood Union High School, Class of 1930)

An All-Valley and All-West Virginia football lineman who went on to earn national fame and recognition at the University of Pittsburgh. He played for
Conch Everett Brinkman at Union and helped the Ironmen to the school’s first unbeaten season of 8-0 in 1928. At Pitt, he was selected team captain,
starred in the 1933 Rose Bowl, and earmed All-America honors in 1934 after coming back from an injury which forced him to miss his sophomore season.
The 1934 Pitt team was acclaimed national champions. The three-year letterman played on Panther teams with a combined 24-3-2 record.

He also played in the East-West Shrine Game along with fellow honoree Jim Moscrip and Michigan's Gerald Ford, a future U.S. president.

Hartwig became a nutional hero when he was pictarially featured on o Wheaties cereal box, the only Ohio Valley athlete so honored.

He coached Moundsville High in 1938 and Martins Ferry High the next two years before returning to Pitt to join the athletic department.

Hartwig died in 1950 after a lingering illness and Benwood Union named its football field, Hantwig Field, efter the school’s only All-American.

Jim ‘Monk’ Moscrip (Adena High School, Class of 1931)

He earned 10 letiers in three sports — football, basketball and baseball — and was an All-Eastern Ohio and All-Valley football end under Coach Fred
Thomas. He led the 1930 football team to a 9-1-1 record as the Golden Wave outscored foes, 284-19. He also the MVP of the county basketball tournament.

After spending a year at Kiski Prep in Saltsburg, Pa., the 6-foot, 186-pounder becnme a three-yeat starter at Stanford University and played on the famed
“Yow Boys” team — so named for vowing not to lose to Southern Californiz during their career. Moscrip and teammates kept their promise and defeat-
ed USC three times and compiled a 25-4-2 record while becoming the first team to play in three straight Rose Bowls, Stanford won twice and Moscrip,
a two-way end and placekicker, was MVP of the 1936 Rose Bowl win over SMU. He also played in the East-West Shrine Game.

He was selected by the old NFL Rrooklyn Dodgers in the first NFL Draft in 1936, but his NFL career was two sensons with the Detroit Lions.

A member of the All-Time Stanford team, he was inducted into the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame.
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Ernie Bell (East Liverpool High School, Class of 1953).

He was a two-way line standout on the unbeaien 1952 Potter football team regarded as one of the best in school history.

The 160-pound guard was named to five All-Ohio first team selections, and an Ohio Lineman of the Year selection by the Intemational News Service
after the 9-0-1 record team was voted No. 3 in the final statewide poll.

The Potters defeated Cleveland West, Steubenville, New Philadelphia, Youngstown Rayen, Alliance, Martins Ferry, Salem, Ashtabula and Wellsville and
tied Sandusky, 13-13,

Opposing teams found it almost impossible to keep Bell out of their backfield. Alliance quarterback Len Dawson, a future star at Purdue University and
the Kansas City Chiefs, was sacked several times by Bell and he lauded the Potter defender as the best he faced all season,

Bell also blocked four punts in one game of his four-yenr career.

An inductee into the East Liverpool High School Hall of Fame, Bell also was a member of the winning North team in the annual Ohio North-South game.

John Blatnik Bridgeport High School, Class of 1939).

He was g two-sport Bulldog standout who signed a pro baseball contract before his senior high school season. He was a member of two teams which
advanced to the Chio state basketball towrnament in the largest Class A division.

'The 1938 team, coached by Floyd Baker, defeated Bowling Green and Akron St. Vincent before bowing to eventual champion Newark in the semifinals.
In 1939, under coach Stan Plummer, the Bulldogs defeated Akron Buchtel in the tournament before bowing to eventual champion Akron North in the quar-
terfinals,

Baseball was where Blatnik earned fame in high school and the pros, however. He competed for Coach Orville (T ubby) Edmundson in high school and
played for the Fred Englehardt-coached Bridgeport National Bank Juniors in the summer. Between his junior and senior prep seasons, he worked out for
six weeks with the Cleveland Indians and signed a contract with scout Bill Bradley but played his final high school season.

After graduation, he started his pro career with Greensburg, Pa., in the Class D Penn State League, He then competed, ns n first baseman and ountfielder,
in Fargo, N.D., and Charleston, W.Va., before serving from 1942-46 in the Air Force. He returned to play in Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pa., before being
called up by the Philadelphia Phillies. He competed for the Phillies and St. Louis Cardinals for two full seasons, plus minor league stops, from 1948-56
before retiring from baseball.

George ‘Puck’ Burgwin (steubenville High School, Class of 1933).

Alege early era four-sport Big Red who set school and Ohio Valley football rushing records while playing for 31-3 record teams agninst top tri-state
competition from 1929-32,

He was the ancher of the 9-0 record, unscored-upon Big Red team of 1930 and a program which reeled off an OV record 17 straight shutout wins. As a
junior, he rushed for 2,126 yards and scored 196 points in nine games — both Big Red records afier 75 years and OV standards for six decades.

His career totals of 541 points and 5,614 mushing yards are both Big Red school records.

A two-way football player and kicker, he also excelled in track, baseball and basketbalt and some of his school track records lasted until the early 1950s.

He played one college season for Western Reserve before leaving school and played in 194748 for the Steubenville semi-pro team. He's inducted into
the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame,

Burgwin died of a heart attack at age 37 in 1951,

Kenny Griffith (welisburg High School, Class of 1937).

He was u senior standout on the 1937 Orange team which won its first, and only, OVAA championship with an 18-1 regular season record. It ended &
school-best 22-2 season, under coach Reed Clark, in the regionat finals with a loss to Benwood Union.

He enrolled at Alderson-Broaddus College, where he became s national scoring sensation under Coach Rex Pyles. He broke the national career scoring
record of 1,596 points set by nntional Hall of Famer Hank Luisetti of Stanford by scoring 1,941 points in four seasons. Griffith led the nation in scoring his
last two sensons (1940 with a 23.9 average and 1941 at 22.0) end became the first West Virginia Conference player to average 20 points for a season.

In 1941, the small college All-American became the first state basketball player to be selected the W. Va. Amateur Athlete of the Year. He also competed
in & national All-Star game in Chicago,

An Alderson-Broaddus Hall of Famer who is featured on the walls of the school gymnasium, he was selected to the all-time West Virginia Conference team.

After college, the 6-foot-2 Griffith played briefly in 1942 with the pro Akron Goodyears.

Jim Keane (Linsly Military Instinute, Class of 1941),

The Bellaire paiive was a six-sport Cadet letterman in football, basketball, track, golf, tennis and boxing. He carned All- -Valley honors in football and
received a football scholarship to the Umvers1ty of Jowa. He finished his career at Northwestern University in Chicago.

A G-foot-4, 208-pound end, he was drafted in the 18th round by the Chicago Bears in 1945 and played seven seasons in the National Football League —
the first six with the Bears and one with the Green Bay Packers. In his rookie season, the Bears defeated the New York Giants, 24-14 in the NFL champi-
onship game.

In his second season, he led the NFL in pass receiving with 64 catches for 910 yards and 10 touchdowns in 12 games.

His seven-year, 81-game NFL career included 224 pass receptions for 3,222 yards and 24 touchdowns.
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Tom Kinkade (toronto High School, Class of 1938)
He was o football and basketball standout for the Red Knights before excelling in football at Ohio State University.
As a senior in high school, he led Toronto to a school record 19-2 record with only a regular season split with Weir High marring an unbeaten season.
The 1938 team advanced to the regional tournament finals, the farthest in school history, before bowing, 50-49 to state tournament-bound Bridgeport.

The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Kinkade was selected All-Ohio by The Associated Press and led ol scorers with a 25-point average. Toronto averaged 53 points
n game.

In a 82-31 rout of Midland, Pa., Kinkade scored a school record 52 points on 23 goals and six free throws. It was the second highest Ohio Valley effort
ot the time and lasted os a schoal record for 30 years,

A quarterback in football, he was recruited by Ohio State and was a three-year letlerman and two-way regular as a running back-linebacker on teams
which finished 6-2 and Big Ten Conference champions in 1939 and 6-1-1 in 1941 under first-year coach Paul Brown. He was drafted by the Green Bay
Packers in 1942, but opted not to play pro football.

Fred Negus (Murtins Ferry High School, Class of 1940)

He was a three-sport, three-year Purple Rider athlete in football, basketball and baseball and earned All-Valley honors as n junior center and senjor full-
back while serving as team captain in two sports.

After a year in prep school, he played football two years at the University of Wisconsin and enrned All-Big Ten as a sophomore center on an 8-1-1 record
tenm ranked No. 3 in the nation. After enlisting in the Marine Corp Reserve, he earried All-Big Ten center as & junior at the University of Michigan and
also lettered in track. After a year in the active U.S. Marine Corp where he competed on the Marines’ football team, he was drafled by the NFL's Cleveland
Rams, but opted to return to the University of Wisconsin. He earned his third All-Big Ten first center honors and compeied for the College All-Star team
against the Chicago Bears.

Afier college, he played three seasons in Chicago in the All-American Football Conference and the 1950 season with the Chicago Bears.

In 1998, he was inducted into the University of Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame. In 2005, he died at age 83 in Fort Atkinson, Wis.

Charletﬁ:g eabright (Benwood Union High School, Class of 1937)

He was 8 -sport standout in football, baskethall and baseball at old Benwood Union High, exmning All-West Virginia one-cless honors in football
and basketball and waos All-Valley in football. As a senior, he led the Ironmen to a school-best 23-2 basketball record and sectional and regional titles plus
a stote tournament berth. During that run, the Ironmen ended a 33-game winning streak of defending state champion Wheeling.

At West Virginia University, he eamed seven letters and is one of only 12 athletes in school history to earned letters in football, basketball and bascball.
A three-year stareer as blocking back, single-wing quarterback and linebacker, he also batted 300 a3 a left-handed baseball first baseman and played guard
in basketball.

He was selected to the WVU football all-time decade team (1940-49) and was a 2004 inductee into the WVU Sports Hall of Fame. In 1977, he was
inducted into the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.

In 1941, Seabright played with the NFL's Cleveland Rams before serving in the U.S. Army. After the war, he played five seasons (1946-50) as one of
the last two-way offensive-defensive players in the NFL ns blocking back-linebacker with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He started on the 8-4 record 1947 team
regorded as the best in team history prior to the 1970s. He was selected in the 1970s on an All-Time Steeler Defensive Team.

After residing and working in the Ohio Valley for three decades, e died in 1981.

Nick Skorich (Bellaire High School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Big Reds’ athlete in football, basketball and track and earned All-Valley honors as a football center while playing on three teams
which won titles in the OVAA, the forerunner of the OVAC, The three teams had records of 9-1, 8-2 and 9-1.

He eamned a football scholarship to the University of Cincinnati where he was team captain as a senior and earned honors on the All-Ohio college selections.

Skorich was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1943 before serving in the U.S. Navy. After military service, he played three seasons as guard for the
Steelers before turning to coaching - first in high school before serving as an assistant with the Steelers, Green Bay and Philadelphia before becoming
Eagles’ head coach for three sensons. He then joined the Cleveland Browns’ staff and became the Browns® head coach from 1971-74. After leaving
Cleveland, he capped his career as supervisor of officials for the National Football League. He died in 2004,

Moffat Storer (The Linsty School, Class of 1939)

He was a three-sport Cadet standout in football, basketball and track where he set the longest-lusting Ohio Valley and W. Va. recard in the 100-yard dash.

An All-Valley fullback, he helped Linsly to 7-2 and 9-2 records as a sophomore and junior but is best known for his record-setting first place finish in the
1939 Intelligencer Tri-State Track Meet, the mast prestigions meet in the area at the time. He clocked 9.7 seconds for 100 yards which remained on the OV
record books for four decades and was the best-ever in West Virginia until 1972,

He continued his football and track career at Duke University where he was a starting back in the 1942 Rose Bow] game against Oregon State. It was
played in Durham, N.C., the only time outside Pasadena, Calif., because of World War I in the Pacific. He also starred on the Blue Devils' track team and
led the sprint relay unit to & victory in the prestigious Penn Relays.

Storer was drafted by the NFL Chicago Cardinals but, afier gmduation, served in the armed forces.

He lived in Chaitancoga, Tenn., for several years, and is deceased.
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Floyd Baker — 1the gndunte of Witienberg University Jeft his boys basketball coaching imprint on the Ohio Valley from 1932-45.

He put Bridgeport High on the roundball map during & golden era from 193440 when the Bulldogs had three straight 20-win seasons (20-5, 27-4 and 23-3,
all by Baker), five sectional crowns (three by Baker), and four straight Ohio state tournament berths (three by Baker), reaching the semifinals in 1936 and
1938, a team that included OVAC Legend John Blamik. His seven-year Bulldog coaching record was 118-56.

Baker then moved over to rival Martins Ferry, where he enjoyed even more success and became the only area coach to guide two different schools to the
Ohio stole toumament, highlighted by the 1941 Ohio championship squad.

He started the Purple Riders’ polden era in basketball, which lasted from 1939-54 and included 12 sectional titles, six by Baker—coached teams.

His final gix Ferry teams won more than 20 games. From 1941-435, his teams went 122.9, That included the 29-2 record title team of 1941, led by Hall of
Famer Lou Groza, and followed by records of 22-3, 24-1, 25-1 and 21-2. A 33-gome winning streak ended in 1942, The 1944 team (26-1), led by Hn]] of
Famer Alex Groza, won the first OVAC Class AA title. His seven-year Ferry record was 159-21.

Buker’s 14-year Ohio Valley coaching record was 277-77, with seven Ohio state tournament berths and the 1941 Ohio largest Class A champlonsl'up. He
left Ferry for a job in Richmond, Ind.

Carl Hoppel @eaver Local High School, Class of 1962). The youngest of five sons to Everett and Lee Hoppel, a famous wrestling family known
throughout Ohio, he became the first freshman to win an Ohio wrestling championship in 1959. Had it not been for a highly-disputed takedown in the last
few seconds of his semifinal match as a sophomore, where he placed third, he could have been a four-time state champion. He went on to win Ohio titles as
n junior and senior to become a three-time champion.

Hoppel, who also played football at Beaver, was never pinned in four years and finished his career with a 99-2 won-loss record and three state champi-
onships. He was honored ot the 2000 Ohio State Wrestling Tournnment as one of the Top 15 “Greatest Ohio High School Wrestlers.”

For 10 straight years, from 1953-62, the five Hoppel brothers competed in the Ohio State Toumament and had 12 state placers incleding six champions
— three by the youngest son, Carl. The four oldest sons competed for East Liverpool High.

Carl Hoppel, a retired businessman, was once owner of Hoppel Enterprises, Hoppel Block and Brick and co-owner of West Point Electric.

Dick Mehen wheeling High School, Class of 1940). He and alder brother Bernie Mehen, who was honored as an OVAC Legend in 2006, became
the first two West Virginia basketball players to earn all-class, first team all-state basketball honors three times. The 6-foot-5 center was honored as aHl-state
captain in 1940 when the Wildcats went 23-1 and won the second state title in three years and also claimed the OVAA championship, The OVAA was &
conference forerunner of the OVAC.

In 1938, when both Dick and Bernie Mehen started for the Wildcats, Wheeling High went 24-0 and won a state title for Coach Everett Brinkman, an OVAC
Legends charter selection. The Wildeats went 64-3 in the three years that Dick Mehen was a starter,

As a sentor, Mehen scored 556 poinis to lead the Ohio Valley, and probably the state of West Virginia, and ended his prep career with more than 1,300
points, a high total for that era,

Dick joined Bernie at the University of Tennesses and eamed two first team All-Southeastern Conference honors and was second team All-America, He
then played five years of pro basketball in the pre-NBA er, including the Toledo Jeeps coached by Trindelphia High product and OVAC Legend, Jule Rivlin.

Will Robinson (Steubenville High School, Class of 1933). A five-sport Big Red letterman in football, basketball, baseball and track, he was the
“T” quarterback on the 1930 9-0 record football team which was unbeaten, untied and unscored-upon ond also feamred OVAC Legend George (Puck)
Burgwin. Big Red went 26-1 in his three years at quarterback,

He was also a fine golfer, placing second in the Ohio state tournament.

At West Virginia State, Robinson captained three teams in three sports, won 12 varsity letters, nnd quarterbacked the 1936 national Negro championship team.

He became a legendary high school coach in Detroit where his 28 teams won BS percent of their games while producing numerons college and pro athletes
at Cass Tech nnd Pershing High School.

In 1970, he became the first black to become head basketball coach ot a major iiversity — Ilinois State — where he coached Olympinn and NBA player
Doug Collins. After five winning seasons, he returned to Detroit to join the NBA Pistons’ staff s a scout.

He’s also o member of several Halls of Fame including W. Va. State, Illinois State, Michigan Sports Hal, and Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dans. He died, at
age 96, in 2008,

Jack Simons New Cumberiand High School, Class of 1920). He lias held the Ohio Valley single-season football scoring record for 90 years. Tn 1919,
he scored 38 touchdowns and 60 extra points for a record 288 points. He was a four-year, four-sport (football, basketball, baseball, track) performer at the school
which was merged, along with Chester and Newell, into the current Oak Glen High School. He became the first New Cumberland athlete, in 1919, to earn first
tearn all-stote football honors.

At West Virginia University, he was a four-year starter (1920-23) at halfback and fullback as well os linebacker. He started on the 10-0-1 record 1922 team,
the only unbeaien team in school history, He was captain of the 7-1-1 record 1923 team and is a member of the 1919-29 all-time WVU decade team.

In 1924, he spent one year as player-caach of the professional Steubenville Pros. He also became athletic director and started the football program ot old St.
Francis High School in 1931 and coached until 1938 including two 9-0 record teams. Simons has been inducted into the WV Sports Haoll of Fame and the W.
Va. State Sports Hall of Farne. He died, at age 96, in 1997 in Morgantown, where he operated an insurance agency.

78




Bob Punque Jim Norman
Bentz Cartledge Jordan inski Willey

" Legends of OVAC member schools horiors thasé great athletes who played of coached in the Ohio Valley: "
"L prior to the formation of the conference in 1943 or who played of coached after that date byt before ™ ™.
TR e : ‘their school became a member-of the conference. -~ . L

Bob Bentz (Beaver Local High School, Class of 1972). In high school, he dominated the area and Ohio distance running scene while setting
school 1,600- and 3,200-meter school records which remain on the books.

He became the first sub-nine minute 3,200-meter runner in Ohio history (8:58) and his 4;20 time in the 1,600 remains on the school record books.
As a junior, he won the Ohio Class AA cross country title and placed second in the state meet 2-mile run,

As a senior, Beniz was undefeated in cross country and track while seiting an Ohio two-mile record. He earned All-America status by placing
third with a time of 8:58.4 for two miles at the High School Track & Field National Meet in Baton Rouge, La.

Recruited by the University of Tennessee, he led the Vols to four unbeaten cross country seasons, four Southeastern Conference titles and the 1972
NCAA title. [n track, his teams won three SEC crowns and the 1974 NCAA championship. He contributed to 11 SEC titles in four cross country
and track seasons while earning AH-SEC honors.

Charles (Punque) Cartledge (Steubenville High School, Class of 1912). The first area inductee into the Ohio Football Ceaches Hall of
Fame and the initial honoree in the Upper Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Hall of Fame, he put Big Red football on the area and Chio maps with a 22-
vear record of 140-38-11 from 1916-40.

His teams outscored foes by 3,772-870 and dealt famed Massillon its worst loss ever, 68-0, in 1931. That team was led by OVAC Hall of Fame
Il;egendia George (Puck) Burgwin and Will Robinson. The Big Red schedule during that era included top team from around Ohio and western

enngylvania.

In a"pre-playoff era, his Big Red teams were acclaimed Ohio state champions five times (1925, 1526, 1930, 1931, 1935). He coached seven
unbeaten teams and three one-loss squads.

From 1922-26, Bi&Red was unbeaten in 45 games against high school teams, with a lone defeat in 1924 to the Camnegie College freshmen. They
had 35 shutouts in 46 games. In 1930-31 seasons, they had an Ohio Valley record 17 straight shutouts.

He also coached Big Red basketball to & 181-139 record from 1919-39 and also coached the tennis team.

As u high school senior (1911-12), he captained Big Red foothall, basketball and baseball teamns and was a football quarterback. He died in 1978.

Jim Jordan (Chester Hiﬁh School, Class of 1943). A 6-foot-3, 195-pound basketball center, he was selected captain of the 1943 one-class
West Virginia All-State team afier leading Chester to a 20-4 record. Two of the losses, including the regional tournament, were to 26-1 record state
champion Wheeling High. :

In five years of college play, Jordan compeied for four conference championship teams. Enrolled in the Navy V-12 program at Mount St. Marys
{Md.) College, he was the leading scorer in the Mason-Dixon Conference.

He enroiled at the Universi_ﬁlo North Carolina in the Naval ROTC program and earned second team and first team All-America honors in two
seasons with the Tar Heels. The 1946 UNC team finished as NCAA runner-up to Oklahoma A&M. He was the only unanimous choice for All-
Southern Conference and led the league in scoring, Featured on a Tar Heel trading card of basketball legends, his jersey No. 8 hangs from the rafiers
of the Dean Smith Center.

Jordan finished his college career with two season at the University of Kentucky and played on the Wildeats’ 1947 NIT title team and the 1948
NCAA championship squad led by fellow OVAC Hall of Famer and All-American, Alex Groza of Martins Ferry. Both Groza and Jordan were later
selected to the All-Time Ohio Valley Pre-1950 team by The Intelligencer.

Jordan, who died in 1999, was an attorney in Chester for 35 years,

Casimir Myslinski (Steubenville I-IiEh School, Class of 1941). In high school, he was a feotball running back and captain of the 1940 Big
Red team, the final one for fellow OVAC Legend honoree Charles (Punque) Cartledge. :

He entered West Point in the last pre-World War 11 class and under the stepped-up wartime program, he graduated in three years with a B.S. in

engineering.
€ serveﬁ as captain of the 1943 Army team and earned the Most Valuable Player awerd while being named to every first team All-America selec-
tion as a 6-foot, 195-pound center. He also received the Knute Rockne Award as the nation’s outstanding lineman in 1943,
AfRer graduation in 1944, Myslinski entered the Air Force and returned to West Point in administration in 1952, In 1956, he becamne head of the
Physical Education Deparmment at the Air Force Academy and from 1968-82, he served ns Athletic Director at the University of Pittsburgh.
e was selected U{:a:er Ohio Valley Dapper Dan Man of the Year in 1977.
Myslinski died in [993.
Norman (Wild Manl) Willey (Pine Grove High Schoal, Class of 1945). He is the Ohio Valley's most prominent product of the old six-man
football teama at the smaller enrollment schools.
The 6-foat-2, 225-pound athlete played football, basketball and baseball for the Tomados,
After high school, he enrolled for one year in the U.S. Navy and brieily attended Salem College before enrolling at Marshall College, where he
played football and basketball.
A fullback-defensive end in football, he was drafied in the 13th round by the NFL’s Philadelphia Eagles, where he pln%cd eight seasons from 1950-
57. He was a two-time Pro Bow] selection and is n member, along with Reggie White, as a defensive end on the All-Time Eagles’ honor roll.
Willey is credited as the reason the NFL started charting defensive sacks afler it was reported he was unofficially credited with 17 sacks against
New Yorlk Giants’ quarterback Charley Conerly on Oct, 26, 1952. He earned the nickname “Wild Man” from his pass rushing resulting in opponents’
yardage losses.
A(rixa&ductee into the Marshall and West Vu'%f{nja State Sports Halls of Fame, he was honored in Pine Grove with n “Norman Willey Day™ on Sept.
15, 2006. Signs proclaiming “Home of Wild Man Willey” were erected at the entrance to the town as well as at Valley High School.
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Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Embarks on 70th Year

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference was organized in 1943 with F'W. Bowen, J.E. Ewing,
J.C. Greer, M.S. Hattala, B.G. Lockhart, J.V. Nelson, C. Petty, C.F. Walker, and C.S. Wiseman
among those responsible for its basic conception. C.S. Wiseman became the conference’s first
president.

A demand arose in 1943 for a conference which would help stimulate and promote a more lucra-
tive program of competitive high school athletics in the upper Ohio Valley.

Today, the OVAC is the largest and most functional high school conference of its kind in the
United States. A total of 50 schools supply the upper Ohio Valley with more than 17,000 athletes
in the various competitive athletic areas.

It 1s the basic objective of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference to continue the promotion of

all high school athletics and to serve in the overall development of proper school relationship,
scholarship, and sportsmanship within the conference.

Current OVAC Member Schools

Paden City Steubenville Catholic Central  Oak Glen
Bishop Donahue Caldwell Harrison Central
Weirton Madonna River ' Indian Creek

St. John Central Shenandoah Steubenville
Conotton Valley Wheeling Central Catholic Weir

Beallsville Monroe Central Edison
Bridgeport Buckeye Trail East Liverpool
Valley Fort Frye Buckeye Local
Trinity Christian Barnesville Beaver Local
Toronto Magnolia Cambridge
Cameron Bellaire Parkersburg South
Shadyside Tyler Consolidated Brooke

Frontier Union Local John Marshall
Linsly Martins Ferry Wheeling Park
Wellsville St. Clamrsville Morgantown
East Richland Christian Meadowbrook University
Hundred Clay-Battelle
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ROBINSON ROBINSON DRIVE - THE HIGHLANDS

(304) 233-8000 / GM
AUTO GROUP (304) 232-1880 / Toyota
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